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CONSIDERATIONS, &.

be interefted in the event of the meafures now car-
W rying on with refpeét to our colonies in North
America. This feems to entitle any man, on account of
his own flake therein, to {peak his fentiments on the fub-
je&t.  The concern of the community gives to them like-
wife, for their better fecurity, a claim that every opinion
may be offered for confideration, Thefe things refult from
the nature of a free fociety, and particularly from the con-
ftitution of Great Britain, where the people chufe one part
of'the legiflature, and where every man is fuppofed to have
ultimately a fhare in the government of his country.

One point in difpute, between us and the Americans, is
the right of taxing them here at home. This may be faid
to concern the power of our parliament. But fo does eve-
ry general propofition of right and wrong. When any
thing is affirmed to be unjuft, does not it conclude, and is
it not almoft {ynonimous to the faying, that 2 law made to
eaforce it would be fo too, and beyond the proper power
of a legiflature ? Vengeance and punithment do, in the
courfe of things, afluredly purfue ftates and nations for
their oppreflion and injuftice; againft the commiffion of
which 1t is beyond queftion the right of every member of
the community to warn the reft.

" Ifay it with fubmiffion, but the power of the parliament
is the right of the public. The particular members of that
mott refpectable body are, in the ftatutes enated by them,
no more perfonally interefted than the reft of their country-
men. Thefe pafs through their hands, but being fo pafl-
ed, they are themfelves bound to obey them in common
with others. They are indeed our truftees and guardians
in that high office, but they will, on that account, be the
more inclined, that every ftep taken, or to be taken by
them, fhould be fully and carefully examined, like all
other honelt men earneft for the: intcreit of thofe whofe
genceras are committed to their care, A

N O one knows how far every perfon in Britain may
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"A Confideration of the meafures now propofed may
likewife peflibly ‘lead towards fome nice and delicate con-
jectures or circumitances, whether of the prefent time or
.of that to come. Butit need not be fi'd, that the wri-
ter only finds the one, and guefles at the cther; they depend
on an a2uthor much higher than Princes or their minifters,
but who is pleafed to fuffer the s&ticns of thefe to have
moft eflential effeéts in the prcducing them, What can
then be a more fit meaus to induce a cue refie€tion on our
proceedings, and to infure from themn a deiirable fuccefs,
than to lay belore the public, or the governors of it, fome
poflible confequences of their ccndudi ?

We have not far to {eelt for the caufe of the prefent fi-
tuation of things between the -mather country and our co-
lonies of North America ; of the cppofition and difturb-
ances on the one hand, and of the vioient laws, motions
and preparations, on the other. Thele all undoubredly
proceed from our having tuved thofe colonies without their:
confent. Aflection and anion obtained between us before ;
animofity and oppofition fucceeded in their flead, as foon
as taxation was attempted ; however peace and fatisfaltion
were on our ftaying our hands again reftored. We are now
cuce more conie back to the charge, and the fpirit of dif-
cord feems likewife returned feven times ftronger thanit
wzs before.  Other broils and contefts may, and many no
doubt will, arife from tris caufe fh uld it proceed ; but
tais is the origin, the {pring and the fource. The right
itfelf of this meafure is in quettion, as well as the expedi:
ency of it; I will therefore prefume to fay {omething to
that propofiticn.

The inhabitants f our c-lonies in North Am:rica are
fuppoied t) conift of about two millicns of perfens. They
cccupy and peficf: a very extenfive teriitory, ruch larger
than Grezt Britan, They zre not themitelves the origi;al
Feuple of the country, but they now ftand in their place,
They have in general been burn and bred there, however
they receive likewife yearly from other places many, who
mix themielves with them. They have divided themfelves
into ﬂ:vf.ral c¢ifferent soveraments. They have, according
to certain rulgs, crlaws, agreud upon among them, allotted
every man his owr. ‘tlhey have fclled the forefs ; they
!mve clcare\:i and tilled the land ; they have planted it, they
Rive fovn it, they have flocked it with cartle ; they have
built theaucines houi:s; they have entcred into exchange
ST and

.
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2nd commerce ; they have fpared and faved for a future
‘day, or for their families ; they have by many and various
means acquired many gnd various forts of property ; they are
by nature entitled to welfare and happinefs, and to feck ard
purfue thofe bleflings, by all the methods not attended with
fraud or violence towards others, which they fhall conceive
and believe the moft probable to procure orenfurethem ; they
have, for that end, a right to freedom in their governnents,
and to fecurity in their perfons and properties. None are
warranted to deprive or difpoflcfs them of thefe things;
tfhould, on the contrafy, one man, or a body of men, advance
any claim, which tended to enflave all the perfons, or to un-
fettle all the property of this great community, to divelt
them of every thing, which they poflefs, and to icave them
rothing, which they could call their own of all, that they
have thus inherited, earned, or acquired; the very enor-
mity, the evil and unnatural ccnfequences of fuch a propo-
fition, would of themfelves fufficiently fhew its abfurdity,
weaknefs, and unreafonablenefs.

Thefe dre all either primary, eflential, inherent rights
of human nature, or fuch 2s do, with refpe&t to perfons in
the fituation before defcribed, neceffarily flow and follow
from them, Thofe wete conferred upon them by the preat
Author of their being, when he was pleafcd te endow them
with the faculties of men, with the percepticn of good and
evil, with the means of felf-prefervation and felf-defenice,
with the organs of reafon and of fpcech, and with a capa-
city to aflociate themfelves for their mutnal prote&ion and
fupport. They are common to all mankind ; they fubsift
at all times, in all regions and all climates 5 in Turkey,
in Spain, in France, in Old England and in New, in
Europe and in America ; whenever and wherever a num-
ber of men are found to be the objeéts of them. Ido not
mean that they are in all thefe places always, orat this time,
pofiefed and enjoyed as they ought to be, But they aie
to anfwer for that, who do fo commonly employ to the en-
flaving and opprefiing of mankind the powers, which thefe
intruft only for their proteftion and detence. Ilowever
this is only abufe, viclence and injuitice ; the right, never-
thelefs, fubfitts and rcinains.

It is not, on this fubje&, neceffary to enter into 2 leng
and minute detail of reafoning. Thefe principles are with
us common and public ; they are founded on the good, the
ttvc:lf:’.re, ard the happinefs of maulind. They were the

AR e prin-
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principles of our anceftors, of our grandfathers, and cf our
fathers. 'They may, perhaps, not be at prefent in their
full vigour. However, I truft that they are not yet fo
worn out, or loft from among us, but that they ﬁil.l remain
the principles of the nation. They are, to defcribe them
by a word well known in our language, the principles of
Whigs ; whereby I do not, however, mean of certain
modern Whigs, who feem more fond of the word than of
any thing belonging to the charalter ; who have, perhaps
at one time or other of their lives, counterafted all the
meafures, and contradiéted all the principles, that ever did
an honour to the name; but I mean of Whigs before the
Revolution, and at the time of it. I mean the principles
which fuch men as Mr. Locke, Lord Molefworth, and Mr.
‘Trenchard, maintained with their Pens ; Mr. Hampden,
and Lord John Ruffel with their blood ; and Mr. Alger-
non Sydney with both. Names which muft, furely by all -
Englithmen, ever be revered as thofe of fome of the firft
among men. But let me add, that they are not only the
principles of f{peculative ftudents in their clofets, or of
great but unfortunate men, whom their zeal and virtue
have led to martyrdom for the liberties of their country,
and the welfare of mankind ; but that they are likewife the
real principles of our prefent aétual Government, the prin-
ciples of the Revolutior, and thofe on which are eflablifhed
the throne of the King, and the fettlement of the Illuﬁriou§
Family now reigning over us. L

On the fame principles reft both in general many rights
of the Americans, and in particular the right now before
us. "Thefeare hereby involved and intervoven with our
higheft and moft facred concerns; we cannot lift up our
hands to take them away without forfeiting our national
charatier, without renouncing the tenets and maxims
whereon we have, on our moft important and critical oc-
caiions, ever alted as a people ; and without declaring that
we claim a right t6 refift and oppcfe all thofe who opprefs
us ourfelves, and, at the fame time, to trample upon and
tyrannile over all others, where we hope that we have the
power to do it with impanity.

But it may be faid “that thefe are, indeed in themfelves,
very true and commendable opinions ; but that they are
here introduced on fubjets not worthy of them, a duty of
a few thillings upon fome forts of paper or parchment, and
of a few pence upon a pound of tea. Let us, therefore, mere

par-
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particularly confider the nature of the claim, and preten-
fion in queftion. Suppofe then one perfon to have in his
pocket an hundred pounds, but another to have the right
to take it from him, and to put it into his own pocket, or
to do with it what he pleafes; to whom does that money
belong? This needs no anfwer. Suppofe the fum to be
2 thoufand, or ten thoufand pounds? That makes no
difference. Suppofe one perfon to have a right to demand
of another not only one certain fum, or what he has about
him, but as much as he pleafes, and as often ? This goes
to the all of that other. Bat fuppofe not one fingle perfon
only to be fubjett to {fuch demands from one other, but a
number of men, a colony or any other community, to be
fo fubje to the demands of fome other {ciety. What
then ? Why, then that will go in like manner to their all.
This feems to be fo evident, that whoever fhall multiply
words on the fubjet, will hardly do it for the {ake of being
convinced.

But is this cafe that of the Americans ; for it is faid that
the money raifed on them is to be employed for their own
benefit, in their civil fervice, or military defence? Let me
afk then, Who are in their cafe to determine, whether any
money is at all wanted for fuch purpofes ; they who pay
it, or they who take it } They who take it. Who are to
determine the quantity wanted } They who take it. Who
are to determine how often it is wanted? They who
takeit. Who are to determine whether it is really laid
out in the purpofes pretended ? They wh> take it. Sup-
pofe the Americans fhould be of opinion, or declare, that the
money fo raifed is ufed not for their advantage, butthe con-
trary; is thata bar to the raifing? No. Suppofe them to
complain, that the money, pretended to be laid out in their
civil fervice, is given to corrupt their Governors er Judges;
3s that a bar to the raifing ? No. Suppofe them to fignify,
that the money aliedged to be ufed in their military defence
isemployed 1n paying troops to enflave them, and which
they had rather be without ; 1s that a bar to the raifing ? No.
Wherein then does this differ from will and pleafure in
the moft abfolute fenfe.

This claim affefts, therefore, moft clearly the all of the
Americans. Two millions of people, fubjet to no lefs than
twelve different Governments, and inhabiting, poflefling,
and being mafters of 2 country exceedingly larger than that
of thofe, who make the claim, orin whofe name it is made,

have
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have on this ground no property at all, nothing which they
can truly call theirown, nothing but what may at any time
be demanded of them, but what they may be deprived of
without and againft theif will and confent. It cannot,
therefore, furely be a queftion whether or no this is a mat-
ter of fuch 2 magnitude as to deferve the moft ferious dif-
cuflion, Bat it might here be without further words left
to every man’s determination, whether this is on the one
hand a reafonable ground; whereon t> put into confufion
all the parts of the Britith empire, or to throw the mother
country, and her North American colonies, into the moft
deadly feuds ; and, in all appearance, a civil war with one
another ; or whetherit is not, on the other hand, a propofition
inconfiftent with the effential laws of nature, fubverfive of
the firft and inherent rights of humanity, and contrary to
the principles whereon our forefathers defended, and under
the fanéion of which they have, through fo many civil wars,
and with the depofition, banifhment and change of fo ma-
ny Princes, delivered down to us the rights and propertiss,
which Englithmen now enjoy.

Eut it is, in this difpute, very often reprefented that a
total and abfolute dependance on the Britith Parliament,
without any exception whatfoever, either with regard to
taxes or any other, is liberty itfelf ; it is Britith liberty,
which is the beft of liberty. I anfwer, who fays otherwile
in the cafe of us, who chufe that Parliament ; but that in
fome other cafes, this pofition may perhaps be more liable
to queftion. Our North American colonies are, as to their
intcrnzl conftitation, a very free pecple ; as free as the Ve-
netians, the Dutch or the Swifs, or perhaps more {o than
any of them. This proceeds from their Affemblies being
not only the nominal, but the real, Reprefentatives of thofe
whom they govern. Thefe are eleéted fairly, fully and
often. In thefe Affemblies their liberty confifts, and it is
certainly true and genuine. But change the fcene a little ;
let any one Colony be taxed and governed not by their
own but by the aflembly of another ; what is then become
of this their genuine liberty ? It is gone and loft with their
own Affembly. Let all the Colonies be fo fubjeted to the
" Affembly of fome one among them. That will not mend
the matter. Let us take a larger fcale. Suppofe this
power over them be lodged in the Parliament of Ireland.
We are never the nearer. Let us come towards homé.
Were the kingdom of Ireland under the taxation and di-

reétion
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reltion of the Britilh Parliament would they then think
them(elves to be very free ? For an anfwer to this queftion
inquire of one of thatcountry. Place then the Irith under
one of the Aflemblies before mentioned. They would be
yet farther from home, and it might not be better with
them. Let us take ourown turn. Suppofe Great Britain,
on the like conditions, under the Parliament of Ireland.
God forbid. I think that I have but one more point, be-
fore that I am at an end of my combination. Place over our
heads, with all thefe powers in their full force, the Aflembly
of Maffachufetts Bay, what then ? I fancy that we fhould
foon change a certain tune, znd fing another fong, than
what we do now. Let me then moft ferioufly queftion any
man, from whofe breaft all candour and juftice are not to-
tally banifhed, where is as to liberty or property the diffe-
rence between any of the cafes now fuppofed, and that ori-
ginal one which has given occafion to them. I fpeak this
no ctherwife than with the utmoft reverence and refpedt
towards our own legiflature ; but are we to conceive, or
would it be a compliment to them, or doesdny one mean
to fay that they are not imen, or that'they are to be except-
ed and exempted from the reafons and the rules which ob-
tain and take place in the cafe of all the reft of mankind ?
One of the long robe may perhaps demand the exaé time
when thefe rights begin in riing dnd growing ftates to take
place, and how many years, months ard days-a colony
mutt be firft fettled. [ may ventare to promife to refolve
fuch an one ; when he fhall tell me in how many years,
months and days an oaken plant grows to be an oaken
tree, or a boy becomes a man ; which feem to be two
much eafier queftions. The boundaries are feldom nicely
diftinguifhable, whete nature proceeds with an even and
conftant hand. - But it is not difficult to anfwer, that the
event has already taken place, when near two millions
of people are in full and peaceable poflefion of fuch a
country as is occupied by our North American colonies,
It may likewife be afked, whether thefe laws are appli~
cable to all cafes of private property between man and
man. But the full refolution of this queftion might de-
mand a §panifh cafuift, or a book as big as a volume of
our ftatutes at large. Any man may for me amufe himfelf
with trying the titles of nations to the territories and pof-
feflions, which they fill, enjoy and inhabit, as he would
do thofe between man and man about a houfe and gardenci
B an
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and fhould the procefs in the firlt cafe laft as long in pro-
portion, as one does in the latter before fome Courts of*
Juftice in Europe, the defendants need not perhaps defire
a longer or furer pofleffion. oo .
But may not thefe principles go far, if carried to the
extent ? "1'hat is indeed a very fericus queftion, ar}d per-
haps well worthy of confideration. Our colonies are
content that we fhould at our pleafure regulate their trade;
provided that what we do is bona fide, really, truly and
fincerely for that purpofe, and that only ; but they deny
that we fhall tax them. They affent and agree to the firft; .
but they abfolutely refufe the laft. Thefe two different
points do likewife not ftand on the fame foundation ; they
have to the one fubmitted ever fince their drigin; it has
been. corroborated by their perpetual and conitant confent
and acquiefcence ; he other is a novelty, againft'which
they have, from its firft attempt, moft ftrongly protefted
and afted. Why cannot we therefore content us with the
line drawn by themfelves, and with the prefenteftablithment,
. from which we receive fuch prodigious benefit and advan- -
tage now arifing and yearly increafing 2 But may not they
in time extend their objections to this alfo ? The courfe of
things, and the flux of years, will certainly produce very
many things more extraordinary than that. All the whole
of our col nies muft no doubt, one day without force or
violence, fall off from the parent ftate, like ripe fruit in
the maturity of time. 'The earch itfelf having had a_be-
ginning, cannot but decay likewife, pals away, and have
anend.. But why fhould we be over curious about obje&s
perhaps very far remote, and difturb ourfelves about 2
futurity which does not affeft-us, and the diftance of
which we do not know. Why fhould we fhake the fruit
unripe from the tree, becaufe it will of courfe drop off,
when it fhall be ripe. Every time has its own circum-
ftances, according to which the events of it muft be pro-
vided for when they happen. Thatcannot now be done.
New and unreafonable demands, injuftice, oppreflion, vi-
olence on our parts, will forward and haften thefe events,
even before their time ; let us withhold our hands from
thefe things; we have never yet had reafon to boaft our-
felves of fuch expedients nor, let me add, ever to repent
us of the contrary conduct. :

There are no doubt in all governments many moft im-
portant points unfettled and undetermined ; fuch in par-
ticular
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ticular as relate to the limits between the power of the

Sovereign, and the obedience of the Subje&. This muft
always be the cafe between Kings and their People, prin-
cipal ftates and their dependencies, Mother Countries and
their Colonies. It is very much the part of every pru-
dent ruler, whether the firft Minitter of a Prince, or any
other, to avoid with the utmoft care and folicitude all mea-
fures, which may poflibly bring any fuch critical circum-
ftances into public debate and difpute. It is always a bad
fign when fuch contefts arife ; they cannot do fo without
the diforder of the whole, but they are to the Sovereign
in particular ever dangerous, and often fatal. They may
perhaps be compared to gunpowder, than whofe grain
nothing is more harmlefs, while it is at reft; but let it be
put into aftion, and it will make the wildeft ravages all
around, or overthrow the ftrongeft bulwarks and fortifi-
cations.

To how many of thefe queftions did our Charles the
Firft give, in his time, rife or occafion, and how dearly
did he abide it! How many points of this fort are unde-
termined between Great Britain and Ireland, which are
Row to our mutual happinefs entirely dormant; but which,
ftarted and purfued with obftinacy and eagernefs, might
make ope or both of the iflands run with blood. They
need perhaps be no further looked for, than certain doc-
trines formerly advanced by Mr. Mclyneux on the one
hand, and the law of Poinings on the other. But it has
pleafed Providence to fhelter us hitherto from this mifchief.
It is not now perhaps many months fince we did not ‘want
an opportunity to have engaged in one fuch. The altera-
tions of a late bill from that country were only acciden-
tal. But does any one doubt whether fome forward man
might not have beea found, who would on occafion have
. furnifhed reafons, better or worfe, to maintain the right

of making them. But how much more prudent was our
conduét ? If peace and harmony are then fo beneficial
and defirable between Great Britain and Ireland, and
the meafures producing or infuring them good, upright
and wife ; why do thefe things fo alter their nature, when
they are applied to America ? '

* The prefent accurfed queftion between us and our colo-
nies how long was it unknown or unthought of ! Who
heagd of itfrom the firft rife of thofe fettlements, until a very
fow years ago; that a fatal attempt forced it into notice

and
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and importance.  But it is now already fetting at work
fleets and armies ; it threatens the copfufion and perhaps
the defiruction of both countries, and but too probably
of one of them, although God enly krows whether the
- calamity will fall on that of the two whic_h many men may .
now imagine and believe to be the moft in danger.

This point is not alone. There are other queftions of the
fame fort, concerning which no man pow difturbs himfelf ;
but which, flirred and ftarted by new demands, or any
other means, might, in like manner, band againft ore
another Great Britain and its Colonies. Princes and States
never do better than when their claims are not fathomed,
nor, if I may. ufe the expreflion, the bottom of them over
curioufly founded and examined. The terms of munici-
pal laws ufually favour the Sovereign. They are often
framed or drawn by his creatures or dependants. The
law of nature is more commonly in fupport of the people
and the public. Itis the produétion of him who fees with
an equal eye, Prince and Subje&, High and Low, Euro-
pean’and American. God forbid that two fuch parts of
the Britifh empire, as the mother country and her colo-
nies, fhould, in our times, divide and contend againft one
another on the fanction of thefe two different laws, which
ought, in every ftate, to be conttantly blended and united,
and which can never, without its utter diforder and con-
fufion, be made to ftrike and to clath againft each other.
‘Whenever that fhall happen, let us be affured that we are
running upon a rock, wherecn we cannot but make fhip-
wreck.

1 have hitherto, on the law of nature and the common
rights of humanity, confidered the claim of the Americans
not to be here in England taxed by us, againft their own
will and confent. It refts irmly on that foundation ; but
Ido not mean to fay that it refts on that only. Could this
be removed, there would yet remain another on which it
would neverthelefs ftand fure and unfhaken ; I mean that
of the Special Confitution of Great-Britain, which does
herein moft juitly and wifely coincide with the general
conftitution of humanity, and require that the property of
no man living under its prote@tion fhould, without his con-
feat by himfelf or reprefentative, be taken from him or,

according to the language of the times, that reprefeatation
fhould go along with taxation,

3
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But this argument has particularly been in the hands of
the firt men of our times. They have fet itin its full
light, and their authority has recommended it to the at-
tention of their country. Itis well known and well under-
ftood, and I am perivaded that it is unanfwerable. ButI -
bear more refpect both to thofe perfons and to the public,
than to go over it again fo much to its difadvantage. I
will therefore beg leave only to affume this reafon, and to
join it to my former; when the right of the Americans
will ftand on this double foundation of the general law of
nature, and of the particular conftitution of Great Britain.

Hov’vevér it has been faid, that the Americans are in
our Parliament virtually reprefented. How that fhould be
when they are not really {o, I fhall leave to be explained
by thofe who advance it. But God forbid that the condi-
tion of Britifh fubjeéts fhould ever be fuch, as for a whole
people of them to be in danger of being ftripped of all
their properties, only by the logick of fuch an unmeaning
word or diftin@ion as that is.

But what are the exat bounds and limits of real repre-
fentation? I will excufe myfelf from entering into that
quettion. But will an American fcruple to fay, that if, in
any future time, things fhould here at home be from their
prefent ftate {o far changed, and the conftitation of Great
Britain fo loft, that a great majority of its reprefentatives
fhall be named by a handful of needy mcn; that they
fhall, moft evidently and moft notorioufly, be both chofen
by a corrupt and undye influence, and be afterwards
guided and governed by the fame, will he not fay, that it
may, at that diftant day, better become fucn a mock Re-
prefentative to prove their own right of taxing Britain,
than to pretend to tax America ?

So mucn for confent and reprefentation. But there is
another ground, whereon the Americans likewife rely,
which is that of their own provincial charters, I fhall
leave the particalars of this fubje& te themfelves, who are
beft acquainted with them. However I will in general
fay, that thefe charters are, no doubt, in aid and afliftance
of the two fantions before mentioned, very properly
brought for the fhortening and filencing of difputes and
debates, by the producing the efpecial authority of go-
vernment, But they muft be interpreted by thofe before
mentioned, and confiftently with them ; that is by the
municipel as well as natural laws. They cannot be con{;

' truc
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trued fo as to overturn the others. It would be the moft
downright abfurdity, and the moft dire& contradictién-in
itfelf, to talk of a Grant or Patent, or Charter of Rights,
given to any one; to take away all the rights he had in
the world ; to confer on him the privilege of having no-
‘thing of his own now, nor of being able to acquire any
fuch thing in time to come, neither he himfelf or his de-
{cendants after him. Every thing of this kind muft be
underftood {o as to coincide with the original, inherent
rights of any fingle perfon or community, whether as men
or as Britons. ‘

Charters would without doubt be, for fome purpofes,
very effeftual, if every thing would take place as it is
written on a paper or parchment. Suppofe a parcel of
miferable people ftarved out of their mative country, or
perfecuted and profecuted there, becaufe they do not be-
lieve juft what fome other men do or pretend to do; that
they cannot leave their homes without the confent of their
perfecutors ; that they muft take with them a piece of
parchment ; did their tyrants write thereen, that their de-
icendants fhould go upon all fours, fhall be born with
hoofs inftead of hands, and with inftin& inftead of reafon
and the faculty of fpeech, and that thefe things would fo hap-
pen; this might to be fure give very notable powers over
them. They might then be yoked as horned cattle, faddled
and bridled as horfes, or fleeced and fheared as fheep; the
differencein the fpecies would naturally and neceffarily effect
this; but nothing of all this will come to pafs. This fu-
ture offspring will notwithftanding be born with the na-
ture, the qualities and the talents, and confequently with
the claims, the rights and privileges, of men. ~ But fuppofe
thefe firange terms to be on account of the abfurdity of
them dropped, but that there are, in their ftead, really
entered on the parchment or charter fuch an arbitrary fu-
periority, fuch defpotic and uncontroulable powers and
prerogatives over thefe poor people and their pofterity, as
are only fitting, fuitable and analogous to the former cir-
cumftances; will this, in right or in reafon, be a whit
more valid than the other; or where is the fenfe or juftice
in demanding fuch enormous confequences, when we are
forbidden the unnatural premifes, from which alone they
can follow ?- Suppofe that it was on a paper or parchment’
written in fair chara@ers; that the horfes and other cattle
of the New Foreft in Hampthire fhould have to them and

: theig
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their heirs for ever the f2id foreft, and it might be added
to hold in free foccage of the man~r of Eaft Greenwich ;
fuppofe that dents were made in the paper or parchment,
and a ftamp puot upon it, and that it was figned fealed and
‘delivered as an a¢t and deed ; what would be the effect? It
will be anfwered that it would be a thing to laugh at; for
how fhould brute beafts take property, who have neither
underitanding er capacicy or any means for that purpofe ;
that it would be contrary to nature for them fo to do. But
let me demand in my turn, where is the difference in the
effe, whether it is written that beafts {hould become
men, or that men thould become beafts ; that a number of
beafts fhall be able to take and hold property or that a
community of men fhall not? The one is juft as contrary
to nature as the other. It might indeed be a happy day
for defpotifm, could fuch things be done; but they are
beyond its firength. The great author of the world has,
for the tranfcendent purpofes of his unfathomable wifdom,
placed in the hearts of men, pride, ambition, avarice and
felf-intereft ; but he has at the fame time been pleafed with
his moft benevolent hand, and by the laws of nature and
the, courfe of things, to fet bounds to the power of thefe
paflions, which they can pafs no more than the fea can ex-
ceed its fhores. ,

So much for chartersin general. However, I will like-
wife fay fomething concerning one particular charter be-
fore I leave the fubject. When the havock among char-
ters happened in England a fhort time bofore the Revolua-
tion, and which contributed not a little to produce that
event, America was not fpared. About the year fixteen
hundred eighty four, a quo warranto was iffued on that
head againft Maflachufetts Bay. Some of the colonies
did, on the like occafion, give way and throw themfelves
on the pleafure of the King, Maflachufetts Bay refufed
to do this.. They wer€ ex parte and for non-appearance
condemned, and their charter fhared the fame fate as that
of the city of London and fo many others. Four years
afterwards, the Revolution happened. As foon as ever
the news of it arrived at Bofton, the colony declared in
favour of it. They took poffeflion of King James’s Go-
vernor and of the reft of his creatures, and fent them all
honte to England. But then it will perhaps be faid, they
recovered in returh their charter. Is there almotft faith in
gan to belicve otherwife ? Other colonies fared well

enough,
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enough, who had not withftood the will of the King, and
whole charters had not been vacated in the court of juftice,
They did themfelves put them again in execution, and
no words were made.  Our own charters here at home were
likewife returned. The Colony of Maflachufetts Bay
went on that account firft into the Convention Parliame.it ;
bat there they could not get through. It is well known
that our Parliaments are not ufually difiulved or prorogued,
while any bufinefs is depending, which there 1s an incii-
nation to pafs. They had then nothing l.ft but to beg
and pray of the King's Minifters. But is it credible that
they could not procure the reftoration of their charter of
thefe Revolution Minifters, of thefe Makers and Unmak-
ers of Kings, who had {o lately been on the fame bottom
with them, and in whofe caufe the colony had fo readily
declared itfeif, but who had now obtained their own ends ?
Tired out therefore with delays, and not being fure of the
worft that might happen, they were obliged in the end
0 accept of a new charter, mutilated and caitrated of many
of the moft important and eflential privileges of the old.
I fhall take notice of no other particulars, than that before
they chofe annually their own Governor, Deputy Gover-
nor and Secretary. Th-fe weré from this time to be ap-
pointed during pleafure by the King. Of what extreme
confequence the change in the nomination of thefe their
three Chief Officers has proved to them, no man at all
acquainted with the name of Maffachufetts Bay can be fo
ignorant of their hiftory, as not to be informed and fent
fible. Hence their differences with their own Governors
there, and with our Minifters at home. Hence their prefent
Military Governor, and the armies and fleets now gone or
going againft them. Hence the ftrange provifion f{aid to
be in agitation, that their blood may not be liable to be
anfwered for there. They would otherwife in all appear-
ance be at this moment on thefe fubje@s in the fame fitua-
tion, as their neighbours of Conneicut and Rhode-Ifland,
with whofe charters their own agreed, until they loft it by
their refifance and oppofition to the will of the two laft
Stuarts ; when the others faved theirs by giving way.

1 fhall leave my readers to judge, whether it was the good
or the evil contained in this poor piece of parchment which.
thus united againit it Stuart-Kings and Revolution-Mini-
fters. But this charter muft certainly have been granted
under an evil planet, if what fome people fay be true;

that

|
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thdt it is now again under difpleafure at home and on the
brink of being once more reverfed and attered.: Buac that
eveat has not on the writing of this happened. [ 'am
therifore perfedtly perfuaded, that fhould any thing of that
kind take place, 1t will on the contrary be the reitoranon
of thofe its former privileges and powers, which was fo
unreafonably and fo unjuftly denied at the Revolation. But
1:t any one confider this hitory of a charter and then re-
flect, whether mankind have not reafon to blefs themfeives,
that they have fome rights of a higher nature than char-
ters, fuperior to them and independent of them,

But are not we the parent country ? That is a very rz-

" {pectable word, but fo likewife is the relati 'n of it mutal.

It has always hitherto had its full weight with our colonies
of North America, and will probably continue to have, if
we can c.ntent ouffelves with any tolerably reafonable fenfe
and ufe of it, But was every mafter and miftrefs of a fa-
mily refident there the immediate fon and danghter of 2
father and mother living now at this time in England; yet
they being gone from us, and having eftablifhed thom-
felves and got families of their own and having acquired a
large territory, we could by nomeans, even as trac and real
parents, make out any claim having fuch confequences, as
that which we advance. However the fatt is very differ-
ent; they left us in former times a part of the public, as
well as others; they are fince become hardly our coufin’s
coufins, and no man knows how far we might mount to-~
wards Adam or Noah to fettle the real relation between us.
But was their Hiftory told, as it deferves ; how they have
made thefe their great eftablithments at their owvn charge
and with almoft no expence of curs; how we have ever
had the total command of the produce of that immenfe
country, foas to regulate the commerce and exportation c_)f
it merely according to our own advantage and conveni-
ence ; that this is grown to be an objeé of perhaps no lefs
than four millions fterling a year, all turned towards our
profit ; could the extreme benefit be all fet forth, which
we have by this means received from the firft foundsion
of thefe colonies to this time, and the chearfulnefs, fide-
lity and loyalty wherewith they have fubmitted to this;
the fincere and warm friendfhip and affeCtion, which they
have ever born towards us, while we kept ourfelves within
thefe bounds ; the affitance which we have received fmm'
them in war, as well as the profits in peace ; could all thefé

circnm-
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circumftances be (with very many others favourable tg
them) told and reprefented together, in their full light,
the ftory itfelf would bid fair to make thefe harfh and un:
merited A&s of Parliament drop out of our hands, if we
held them at the time. However at leaft do not let us ex-
tend a figurative and metaphorical f{aying to the divefting
of all their properties near upon two millions of people,
and make it at the fame time a warrant for ourfelves to
hold towards them an upjuft, rapacious and unnatural con-
dud, direttly contrary to that of real parents towards their
children and totally inconfiftent with the expreflion, where-
on we would ground our pretenfions, :

But how do thefe projeétors and promoters of taxes and
taxing hold concerning Ireland ? Do they reckon that to
be likewife within the juri{diction of their ways and means
and in the fame predicament with America ? Adventurers
went formerly from hence, others fucceeded, more followed,
until they were mafters of the ifland. It might be added,
- that this was done with 2 much greater expence of the blood
and treafure of this country thanour fettlements in America
ever coft us. The Reprefentative Body of Ireland is cal-
led a Parliament; that of America an Affembly. The
term of kingdom obtains in one country and that of colony
in theother. Is there any charm in the found of thefe
words which makes a difference, or would the author of
the Stamp A& have gone thither alfo ;.had the people of
America fhewn a facility to his firft attempts with them,
and if the Parliament of Ireland had ever made difficulties
to kis future demands there ? Does any one imagine that
learned or other arguments would have been wanting to
maintain the retitude of the one meafure, any more than
of the other? :

But 1; there any medium ? Muft not we either rigoroufly
enforce obedience from our colonies or at once generoufly
declare them free and independant of all allegiance to the
crown of Great Britain ? To which I anfwer, if there is a
medium between Great Britain and Ireland, why may there
not "be alfo between Great Britain and North America.
The claims of the colonies are not higher than thofe of Ire-
land. Certain rules of mutual refpet preferved between
.us and that neighbouring part of the King’s dominions,
keep us on the %eﬁ and happieft terms together, terms of

erpetual and almoft unfpeakable profit and advantage to
kngland, Does this overturn the conftitution of Great
o ‘ ' Britain



, ( 19 )

Britain or weaken the dependancy on its crown, as fome
language has been ? Why fhould not then forbearance,
moderation and regard towards that a little more diftant
portion of our country produce in the one cafe effefts con-
fonant and anfwerable to what the like caufes do in the
*other ¢ It is moft evident, and may in general be depended
on, that no evil confequences can happen from any condi-
tion or fituation between Great Britain and heér colonies,
which does aually and advantageouily obtain between
Great Britain and Ireland. How was it there twenty years
ago, before the firft or the laft of thefe taxes were either of
them thought of ? AJl was then peace; calm and content.
The repealing the firft of them, the Stamp A&, did that
do any mifchief 2 Not unlefs the reconciling, uniting and
connefting again all the parts of our government be fuch.
‘Fhere was hardly any where to be found a man, but who
was pleafed and happy in the meafure ; except a minifter
or two at home,who loft their power and their places on the
occafion, and éxcept a few fycophants abroad; who hoped to
recommend themfelves by traducing and difturbing thofe to
whom they owed affiftance and protetion, and who defired
to fith in troubles, which they themfelves contributed
greatly to create. What evil ftar reigns then at this period,
that thefe blefings cannot now take place, as they for-
merly did ? .

I have on this fubjeét no mind to play with the name of
Ireland. I prefume to introduce on the fcene and to cou-
ple, asit were, with America, that country only, in order
to expofe the more plainly, by the inftance of the one,
fome notions advanced concerning the other, and at the
fame time to the utmoft of my fmall power to recommend,
inculcate and enforce that cautious, confiderate, brotherly
and affe@ionate conduct towards each, which I am fure
that they both of them moft exceedingly well deferve, whe-
ther of the government or of the people of England.

It is fometimes made a claim on the Americans, that we
incurred on their account a great expence in the late war.
On whofe account have we not fince the Revolution incur-
red a great expence ? Our whole hiftory from that time to

- this is little elfe, but a fcene of prodigality in the fervice
of different People or Princes, for which no man can give
any good reafon. However I anfwer on this occafion with
the fat. We did not engage in the late war, at the re-

queft of the Americans, nor upon any defire or inclina-
C 2 tion
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tion of theirs. 'The language at the time was on the con-
trary, that the lefs concerned the inhabitants of our colo-
nies appeared to be about the encroachments of the French,
the more reafon we had to be jealous on the fubje&. I
believe, that I may in fupport of what I am faying, ven-
ture to appeal to thofe who are the beft acquainted with
that period. Had it been otherwife, we fheuld no doubt
have heard enough of“it. Subftantial reaions might be
given, that the Amgricans judged better in the caie than
we. There may be ground for us to condemn ourfelves for
not having confuited them more on the fubjed, than we
d'd, before that we were fo hafty to take up the hatchet,
However there is notthe leaft pretence for charging to their
account the confequences of a war, which we undertook
without any inftunce and application from them, and en-
tirely ¢f our own motion, ,

But the honour of Government is concerned. . That is -
certainly an unaccountable reafoning, thelégh not perhaps
very uncommon ; that if Government or, i ain Englifh, -
the Mnitter and thofe about him do a thidg which fhall
be wilhed to be undone, they are therefore to proceed in
the fame road and do many more fuch, until at length the
cafe may perhaps be beyond redrefs. Syrely thie more
credit is loit, the deeper that people are plunged into mif-
chief. The welfare and happinefs of five cr fix millions
of mankind or more is 2 prodigious objeét. Whoever puts
himfelf at the helm of our State undertakes in a manner
for that. We are all mortal and fallible. Onein fuch 2
fituation had need to march with the utmoft caution, cir-
cumf{pection and foreiight ; fhould he make an unlucky
ftep, itis his higheft duty to endeavour inftantly to retreat
and retrieve it. A late Minifter repealed an A& fimilar
to the one in queftion, and that Statefman well knew what
to do and what to avoid. In the prefent cafe a gulph is
before us, which will not admit many fteps forwards, but
that the Government and the Public will both go headlong.

But their outrages. I prefume thefe to be an objeét of
difcourfe, as well as any other fubject; how can they
otherwife be difcuffed and confidered ? However I fhali, -
with ‘ut d:claring any opinion of my own, take them up
only in the light, as they may appear to an American. He
will certainly fay, that thefe receive their complexion from
the claim of the colonies not to be taxed by us, and ac-
cordingly as that fhall be grounded or not. If that is not

well
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well founded, then their whole oppofition is unlawful, =
whether it be only concert and combiuation, or force and
violence, That the latter indeed may be produdtive of
more miichief than the former, bat that they are on fuch a
fuppoiition both.f them entirely unwarrantable. Iwould
in this cafe wiliingly fpeak freely, but without offence; he
would therefore certainly add, that fhould the Americans
on the other hand have a real right not to be fo taxed,
they are uadoubtedly intitled likewife to the neceflary
means of ufing and enjoying that right. That this is a
rule of the law of nature, as well as of the law of the
land, or rather that the latter has only borrowed it from tie
former. [ fpeak with great fubmifiion ; but he would
without doubt proceed, that the means ufed on this occa-
fion were abfolutely thofe neceflary ones and no other ;
that an objeft was artfully or judicioufly chofen for this
tax, which is fo conftant a part of diet or luxury, that it
was totally impofiible to preventthe tax from taking place,
without hindering the commodity itfelf from being intro-
duced ; that therefore the Americans muit abfolutely do
that or lofe their right; that the endeavouring to do it by
a genetal concert and agreement would have been no bet-
ter than building a city out of the fands of the fea; that
thercupon the town of Bofton did, at a fort of public meet-
ing, ufe every inftance and application poflible both with
the Captains of the tea thips, and with the Governor, that
the tea might b= returned, untouched and undamaged as
it came; that this wouid have fecured their right and they
detired no more ; that this was abfolutely refufed ; that there
was thereapon no expedient lefi for the preferving their right
but deftroying the tea; that this was without any exprefs au-
thority of the crown done by private people, butin all ap-
pearance with the general inclination, and with the leatt mu-
caief and damage potfible; that there was fome tea {pilt, but
no blo.d; that this refers the whole to the firlt and original
quetion of the right; that the Americans make thereon
the fame claim, as the people of Scotland would have in
an effential circumftance of'the Union, or thofe of Ireland,
fhould the line obferved between them and Great Britain
be pafled in any point, which would affeét their whole in-
tereft and welfare, as a nation ; that in the other cclonies
the Governors and Captains confented to the fending back
the tca, or fhutting it up in fuch a manner as never to be
{old or difperfed ; that thefe did not therefore in their cats
make
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make immediate force neceffary, but that their a& was in
effett the fame, and ftands on the fame ground. That
there is nothing malignant in the whole matter, nothing
but a determined defire to fupport this their great an
neceflary right.

This is no doubt the American idea, asappears by many
proofs and papers from that fide of the water. I fhall
myfelf prefume to fpeak no opinion in the cafe, much lefs
will I call again on the manes of our anceftors in fupport of
this pretenfion. But fhould it be obferved, thatitendsin a
queition, which concerns the bounds and limits of govern-
ment; I cannot on the occafion but repeat and enforce by
this example the remark before made, of how dangerous
and deadly a nature the difputes and contefts are, which
Iead thither. :

So much for the refitude of taxing the Asmericans-}
But I may be told that I have not yet touched the true
point, that I have been doing little more than a man
who rides poft outof his road. That Statefmen and Poli-
ticians do indeed fometimes tatk of the right and wrong,
of the juftice and injuftice, of meafures ; but that this 1s
all only oftenfible reafoning, while there may be at the
bottom nothing, which they really care lefs about. That
the Great do every where bear hard on the Little, the
ftrong on the weak. That the hawk hunts the partridge,
the Hon the wolf and the wolf the lamb; that powerful
Princes and States opprefs the Helplefs, and the High and
the Rich thofe beneath them ; that this is the courfe of the
world and the chapter of the law of nature, which we in-
tend to confult and to follow ; that we want money at
home ; that our debts are very heavy and our refources but
too nearly at anend ; that we have yet fleets and armies,
and are determined to bend to our will our colonies of
America, and to make them fubfervient to our wants and
occafions ; that this 1s at the bottom, and that all my ca-
fuiftry may in the mean time ferve the purpofes of grocers
and paftry cooks ; that if people muit write about matters
of ftate, they ought do it like men. Very well; I join
iffue hereon, only do not let us go too faft. One thing at
a time

I'anfwer that you cannot force them nor is there any
appearance that you can. The number of free people in
thofe colonies is reckoned at towards two millions. The
common calculation is of one fencible or fighting man in_

five
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five perfons, and this is fuppofed to be rather under than
over the truth. This will give us at leatt between three
and four hundred thoufand fighting men on the number
before mentioned. Mr. Rome tells us indeed in fome let-
ters, &c. lately publithed in oppofition to the colonies ;
¢¢ that there is hardly any thing more common, than to
¢ hear them boaft of particular colonies that can raife on
¢ a {hort notice 2 hundred thoufand fighting men.” How-
ever to have nothing to do with thefe exaggerations and to
take only the number before mentioned ; what expeation
can there be of fending from hence an army fit to fubdue
that continent, a country not defended indeed on the fide
of the fea with forts and caftles built by men, but extreme-
ly ftrong within by the natural fortifications of forefts and
of rivers,

But can they arm {o many ? In any coyntry very greatly

taxed and much more fo than its inhabitants woyld willing-
Jy bear with, it is impoffible confifteatly with fuch a ftate
of things to arm the whole body of the people. Thefe
might be apt to count nofes and to confider, who were the
ftronger, they themfelves or the tax gatherers, and the
Red coats or White coats or Black coats or any other, whe
fupport them. The difficulty would be yet greater, were
there any further diflatisfation. But thefe are all democra-
tical governments, where the power is in the hands of the
people, and where there is not the leaft difficulty or jea-
loufy abopt putting arms into the hands of every man in
the country.
" But are they united among themfelves? In the caufe of
not being taxed by us it is well underftood, how much they
are fo. All accounts and reports from thence of all men
and of all paities run in that ftile and concur in that cir-
cumftance, It was fo experienced to a very gseat degree
concerning the Stamps and has now been fouud the fame
on the occafion of the tea. Their conduét has in the cafe
been every where alike and correfpondent. The tea is
either returned without being landed or received without
being fuffered to be fold, at New-York, at Pennfylvania,
at Carolina, at all the places te which it was fent. We
reckon entirely without our hoit, if we do net expeét to
have to do with a union of that continent, or if we de-
pend on any meafures infufficient to fubdue the whole.’

But let me afk ; how can we expect otherwife ? They are
not unacquainted with the hiftory of the mother cou%tl;-y,,

: They
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They know the weight of the taxing hand here. They
have heard of our dept of one hundred and forty millions
of pounds ferling incurred fince the Revclution bendés
other hundreds ef millions fpent currently within the fame
period. The time to come 1s to be judged of by the time
att. Will our brethren of America expe&, that this
ﬁand fhoyld be lighter on them at a diftance, or that our
breafts will feel more for them than for ourfelves ?  Let an
Englilhman make the cafe his own, and queftion himiesf 3
what he fhould think were he of that country and his whote
fortune and concerns there. Would not he believe his 2.l
to be at ftake upon the caft ? Does any one in America or
in England imagine, that all thefe difputes and feuds are
only at the bottom about a duty of threepence upcn a
pound of tea? How can 4hen any candid man doubt,
whether there will be a general union and ccncurrence un

the fubje@ or wonder if there is fo ?

They are faid to have already Committees of Corre-
fpondence, and no doubt necefiity will teach them other
means of moving and acting together. Every thing is there
by choice and eleftion; they will probably have at their
kead as capable and as wife men as are 1o be found ameng
them. The power and influence of Governors and other
civil officers appointed from hence, muft on an open rup-
ture have an end. Qur authority would perhaps then ex-
tend lictle further than where it was enforced by our own
troops.

But what are an untrained and undifciplined multitude ?
Could not an experienced officer with a few regular regi-
ments do what he would in America? 1 anfwer, that a
different flory may be told. In the war before laft our
meafures dire€ted at home were every where unfuccefsful,
The plains of Flanders fattened with fome of the beft
blood of Britain and Ireland. Qur government was fthaken
almoft to. the foundation hy a rebellion contemptible in
its beginning. Were we more fortunate in our attempt by
fea againft Pondicherry, or that afterwerds againtt Port
POrient? But the People of New England maintained at
that time the honour of our arms. It is well known, that
they carried on with their own counfels and with their own
foldiery, and under the ccmmand of one of their own
planters againft Cape Breton and Louifbourg, an expedi-
tion, the event of which need not now be told. We did
not begin in a2 much better manner the laft war. Iam

unwilling
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unwilling to cail to mind our firft campaigns in Germany,
our fituation and treaty of Clofter-Seven, the fate of Mi-
rorca, or the hiftories of Bradock.and Abercrombie. But
who were at that time the firt to ftem the tide of our ill-
fortune ! Was notit an American militia, who commanded
by Sic William John{on, a geatleman at that time of the
country, met, fought and beat the French and Indians
under Monfieur Diefkau, .and made prifoner their c.m-
mander ? . ‘

But what wonders were afterwards done by our people
properly conducted and direCted ? ltis very true, and I am
fure, that I have no inclination to depreciate them. But
neither did thofe of America want their fhare therein.
However 'the courage of our countrymen was never yet
queftioned ; but’ may they always unite and employ it
againft our common enemies, and never be encamped or
embattled againft one another, either in America or any
where elfe. ~

But we are mafters at fea and wherever our fhips can
come. We may do, whatever a fleet can. Very true ;
bust it. cannot fail all over North America. It is faid, that
Marfhal Saxe had (before the declaration of the laft war
but one and at the time of our army being in Germany)
conceived a defign to have landed on our coaft with ten
thoufand men, and to have tried the fortune of a brifk march
to London. He did not find this {0 eafy to execute, as he
thought for. He was moft happily difappointed. But
there was an obje&. No one can tell the confequence,
had he fucceeded. The prefent is a very different matter.
No immediate impreffion upon the town of Bofton, nor
pofieflion taken. of it by means of a fleet, nor the fame
circumftance with regard to any other towns of ‘America
liable thereto by their fituation, will carry the command
of that whole continent, or force it to fubmit to meafures
fo univerfall)x againft their bent and inclination.

It.may however be faid, that this is hot the plan. The -
charter of .the town of Bofton is to be changed and their
trade fufpended and cther meafures of the very firongeft
fort to be enforced againft them. The moving mountain
is according- to the imagination of Dr. Swift to hang over
them .and the §an not to fhine or the rain or the dew to
fall on .them, wuntil they are brought to {ubmiffion’ and
made to the reft of ‘America an example: of ‘the danger of

refraltorinefs and-difobedience to the mother country ; 'all}.
which
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which we think may and will with time be compaffed
and accomplifhed.

This is indeed as to the queftion of force the true point
of the matter ; I mean, which will at laft and at the end
of a long trial get the better ; but I add, that this will pro-
bably not be Great Britain. Here I muft again crave
leave to write with freedom. If it is the firft wildom of a -
private man to know himfelf; fo muft it likewife be that
of a State to confider in all its meafures its own condition
and fituation. 'The fearching into our circumftances nei-
ther makes or mars them. But what muft be eur cafe,
fhould we have any wound or mifchief and that it might
rot be probed or examined ? We muft ever fuppofe our
adverfaries to be informed; and not by fhutiing our own
eyes pretend to blind other people. I fhall therefore with-
out fcruple enquire into the ftate of the public, as far as it
concerns my fubject. .

The condition of the great ftaple manufattures of our
country is well known. Thofe of the linen and the filk
are in the greateft diftrefs and the woollen and the linen
are now publicly banded and contending againftone another.
One part of our people is ftarving at home on the alms of
their parifhes, and another running abroad to this very
country, that we are contending with. The produce of
North America ufed to_be fent yearly to Britain is reckon-
ed at about four millions fterling ; the manufattures of
Britain and other commodities rcturned from hence at near-
ly the fame fum ; the debts due from people in America
to the Britifh merchants here at about fix millions or a
year and a half of that commerce. 1fay, the time paft
muft be our guide with refpeét to that to come. Suppofing
therefore the Americans to at in this cafe, as they did in
that of the Stamp A& ; we fhall then have yearly, until
the final {ettlement of this affair manufa&tures to the va-
lue of four millions fterling left, and heaped on the hands
of our merchants and mafter manufatturers, or we fhall
have workmen and poor people put out of employ and
turned adrift in that proportion. ‘There will likewife be
withdrawn from our home confumption, and out of our
general trade and trafick North American commodities -to
the fame value, and debts will to the immenfe fum above
mentioned be withheld from private people here. This
was the grain of things begun before, and we muft look
for the like again, What effels thefe things will produce

confidering
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confidering the prefent ftate of our trade, manufaures
and manufa&urers, the condition of our poor at home and
the numbers of our people running abroad, it don’t want
many words to explain and fet forth. They were before
very feverely felt for the time that they lafted, and it is
apprehended, that the prefent fituation of the Public is
yet more liable to the impreflion, Thefe are fome of the
difficulties and diftrefles which we are for the fake of a
trial of fkill with our colonies going to bring on ourfelves,
and which muft be perpetually magnifying and increafing,
as long as the unnatural conteft fhall continae.

To thefe a former adminiftration gave way ; but it is
to be fuppofed, that the prefent has by returning to the
fhock refolved to be more callous on the occafion, and to
leave the Americans, the merchants and the manufa&urers
to fettle among themfelves their matters, asthey may. Our
people will indeed be lefs clamorous about the ears of their
betters if they fhall all ran and emigrate out of the king-
dom. But there is a ‘circumftance not yet mentioned,
which will bid fair to go further, and which may but too
probably involve in one common confufion the nation, the
government and the adminiftration itfelf. I mean the dan-
ger of a diforder or failure of the public'revenue, the
difficulty or impoffibility- to pay the intereft of the debt;
the navy, the army, the civil lift and our other expences,
if the prefent contention fhall proceed and continue.

I defire in explanation of this to confider our prefent in-
come, our outgoings and our refources, I will not enter
into any detail thereon ;  the particulars in grofs will be
fufficient for the purpofe before us.” I will however, in or-
der to be the better underftood, premife fomething about
the revenue in general. It may be divided into two parts,
the one of taxes laid in perpetuity, the other of fuch as
are granted by the year and for the year. The firft part
confifts of all our taxes in general whatfoever, except the
Land tax and the annual Malt tax; the latter confifts of
thefe two only. Perpetual taxes are now in the language
of Europe often exprefled by the name of funds, as afford-
ing a fixed and fettled foundation for any {pecial ufe and
particularly for that of borrowing money. It was to an-
fwer the intereft of our debts, that our own funds were
eftablithed, and they arg now pledged for that purpofe.
Theie of ours have been chiefly thrown into three great
gommon ones called the General, the Aggregate and the
L South
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South Sea Funds. Thefe are fometimes with all other
funds or perpetual taxes whatfoever deftined and fettled
for the difcharge cf the intereft of cur debt comprehended
and united together in difcourfe, and called  the Sinking
Fuard ; although there is in reality no one particular Fund
of that name, any more than there is fuch a piece of money
as'a pourtd fterling, cr a French livre. The civil Lift is
placed on the fame Funds, as the intereft of the Public
Debt. What remains annually of the whole colleétion of
thofe Funds after the fatisfying thefe two incumbrances is,
what is meant by the furplus of the Sinking Fund. I
have thought proper to preface thefe few things, that my
own language may at leaft be upderftood, in what little
I fhall fay on the {ubje.

The intereft of ‘our debt amounts to near upon five
millions a year ; all annauities for lives or years, every thin
redéemable or irredeemable included. The Civil Lift 15
eight hundred thoufand pounds a year. The furplus of the
finking Fund is changing and uncertain, that being com-
pofed of very many variable parts, It is impoflible to fix
1z, but I will at an average for the fake of round num-
bers fuppofe it to be two millions and more, about as
much more as’ will anfwer to what. the intereft of the debt
may want of five millions, We fhall then have about fe-
ven millions three quarters for the produce of our perpetu-
al Taxes and Funds. Our annual taxes remain then only
to be ¢ afidered, which are eafily reckoned; the Land
tax granfed for a millicn and an half at three fhillings in
the pound, as it now is; the Malt tax always granted at
three quarters of 2 million. Thefe fums put together give
us about ten millions of pounds flerling, being our pre-
fent annual national income, and likewife our prefent an-
nual paticnal.expence ; including what may at times be
paid towards the difcharge of the Public Debt and befides
the colle@tion, which is not to my prefent purpofe. Should
any.one be of opinion, that the’ furplus of the Sinking '
Fund 1s éither over charged or undercharged, he has my
confent to make fuch addition to it or fubtra&tion from it,
as he fhall pleafe. Neither the one or the other will affect
the argument which I am upon. Our receipts and difbur{-
meits Will in in either cafe go hand in hand. I fhail there-
fore without 2ny more nice difquifition take thefe at the
saedium of about tea millions gerling cach, ’
PPEYe: RS e : ' . S_o
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So much for our income and our expences.  Let us next
confider our refources ; I mean what rcfources we may be
fuppofcd to have in our power without creating any new
debt. The firft to occur will be the furplus of the Sinking
Fund. We apply of courfe to this on almoft all occafions.
We are by law obliged to difcharge regularly the intereft
of our debt ; but whatever we may bein prudence and a
proper care of ourfelves and of thofe after us, we are by no
contra& or engagement bound to do more or to pay off any -
part of the principal of it. 'This furplus is therefore one
refource ; but it is fuch no otherwife or further, than it
can be fpared from our current expences, towards which it
is commonly in whole or in part taken. We can for our
prefent purpofe reckon only on {o much of it, as might
otherwiie be employed towards leflening the capital of our
debt. We have now had twelve years of peace, in which
time I reckon, that we have difcharged about eight mil-
lions of that capital. This will therefore at an average
give us by the year two thirds of a million or fomething
more than fix hundred thoufand pounds. This is what we
may look to for one of our refources. But we have like-
wife another, which is the Land tax. That is now at
three fhillings in the pound, but itis fometimes at four.
We may therefore count in cafe of exigency on one fhil-
ling more, that is on half a million. Thefe two fums
amount together to about one miliion one hundred thou-
fand pounds. Thefe are our refources and without bar-
rowing thefe are all.

Let us next turn in our thoughts, whether thefe eleven
hundred thoufand pounds a year, being a little more than a
tenth part of our prefent income, are likely to be fufficient
for this American occafion. Fleets and armies, fhips of
war and regiments are the means, the Tipftaves and the
Conftables, which are to execute the meafures in queftion,
A million goes but a very little way with us in fuch ar-
tictes, ‘This bufinefs muft in it include a fuppofition, that
all.our colonies, all our ancient colonies on that continent
may in the progrefs of it be combined and united in one
common aflociation, intereft and defence. There can be
no reafonable hopes of fuccefs, nothing but mortification
and difappointment direétly in view by proceeding on an
p}an, which does not comprehend the probability of that
circumftance.  What a field is then here opened ? Is our
m:!lion or eleven hundred theufand pounds to furnifh us

there
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there likewife ? However thefe things concern only our
expences. Let us confider the cther fide of our fituation ;
how much our income is at the {fame time likely to be lef-
fened. Four millions fterling yearly of the produce of
America ; as many of the merchandize of Great Britain ;
more of debts here at home withheld and kept back from
our duties, our cuftoms and our excife. What an opera-
tion on the revenue! Is our million oné hundred thoufand
pounds to fupply all this befides? How is it pofiible
cither on the one hand, that a perfon having thefe circum-
ftances before his eyes fhould fet on foot the prefent mea-
fures againft our colonies, or on the other, that any one hav. ‘
ing capacity and underftandigig to be at the head of the
government and adminiftration of a great kingdom fhould
{o overloek them ¢ This feems to be like not difcerning the
fun at noonday, or the mcon and the ftars by nighr.

There is from the general condition of our country, but
too much reafon to apprehend, that the public revenue is
without thefe addjtional caufes finking and decreafing.
This could not but add greatly to our difficulties in the
fituation before defcribed.  However it is to be hoped,
that this is only furmife and ®pinion. 1 fhall not take it
into the prefent account ; but moft afluredly any one at
the head of our affairs ought not to forget it in his, 'if it
is true. Y - ' '

But it may be faid, that we will in the fuppofed exigency
borrow as our predeceflors have done béfore us. I anfwer,
that this may very probably be then out of our power, I
will not go upon a general difcuffion, whether we fhould
enter into another war, with the fame credit we have hither-
to had ; although we may have but too much reafon to re-
flet on that fubje@t. But the confideration properly be-
fore us is, what would be the ftate of our credit under a
revolt and feparation of our fettlements in America, that
great and effential fource of our riches and revénue ? Loans
and’ money “advanced to us have as yet been reckoned
equally fecure, there has been no doubt made of the rég'i'14 .
lar payment ‘of the interet nor in confequence of 2 public
.market for the principal, whether we fhould ourfelves hap-
pen to be more or lefs fuccefsful on any occafion, wherein
we were at _the time contcerned, and for which they were
borrowed. ~They were 4s fafe under the defeats and dif-
appointments of the war befdre, as upon the viftories and
conquelts of the laft. - But things could ‘not'in this cafe but .

be
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be much changed. The fecurity of milliors tent maft de-
pend upon the future chance and fortune of war. Itmight
be made a doubt, what fruits would for fome years to come
be received from provinces mangled and mutilated, in 2
fevere conteft decided to their difadvantage, fhould thefe at
laft return to us again ; but no one could overlook, what
muft be the cafe thould the event terminate againft us, and
end after an expence of much treafure and blood in fo fatal
and tneftimable alofs on our fide, as that of thefe colonies

would bec. However no man knows, whether this affair

might run into a very long trial. A general breach and
defettion of thefe colonies would cut the finews of our
power. We could not moft probably in fuch a fitnation
long continue to provide and pay the intereft of our moft
enormous debt already incurred and fubfifting. It need
not be repeated, that it is the afiftance received from their
commerce and produce, which enables us now to doit. De-
prived of that it will be but to little purpofe for us to be in-
venting new Funds at home. We have enow of them al-
ready. More would only run foul of one another. We
may in that day without the operations of awarin America,
without the fending or fupplying flects or armies at a dif-
tance; without creating new debts, new Funds and new
taxes have at our own homes from our a&ual fituation bu-
finefs on our hands, but too fufficient to engage and employ
us.

But it may be atked, what will be the confequence
fhould we from thefe caufes become unable to pay the in-
tereft of our prefent debt. I will be bold to fay, that there
is no man living wife enough to anfwer that queftion in its
extent. Experience teaches men ; but there 15 no preced-
ing hiftory or tradition of any ftate or nation whatfoever,
which can throw fufficient light on that propofition. There
never was before in the world fuch a debt contrated or
fubfifting, as the Britifh. Letters and books are older than
money, 1 mean than gold and filver commonly current and
having their weight known by a ftamp. But there is no
occafion to ranfack ancient times on this fubje&. The
difcovery of Mexico and Pera and the pofleflion of them by
the Spaniards is the zra from whence we are to date the

eginning of the prefent plenty in Europe of thefe two
precious metals, which command often individuals and
fometimes commonwealths and kingdoms. The art of

Funding was formerly very confined. It is a fuccefficn of
Englith
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Englifh adminiftrations, which has carried it to an extent
never before known among men. Itis a new experimen:
in a ftate. 'There is no example of it in the annals of man-
kind. We are at a lofs where to look for the confequences
of fuch an unprecedented dnd unheard of deficiency or
bankruptcy, as this would prove. However we cannot
but have before our eyes diforder, anarchy and confufion;
the monied intereft of the nation banded againft the land-
ed, and the landed againft the monied ; rich monied men
brought to beggary, and the land drained of the utmoft
farthing which can be forced from it; every one catching,
rending and providing for the prefent moment; our ma-
nufattures and commerce at a ftand ; the middling people
emigrating out of our country, and the poor in famine or in,
fedition ; foreigners prefling for their demands, and the
Dutch particularly in rage and almoft in madnefs for their
countlefs millions trufted and hazarded in our country;
perhaps at the fame time our navy unmanned and our army
in mutiny for want of pay. Who can withal tell the end ;
for the debt, the burthen and the demand will ever remain ?
‘There was a time, when the Romans had formerly with-
drawn themfelves from tkis ifland, that the poffeflions be-
came here, through the weaknefs and helplefinefs of thofe
remaining, the prize and the prey of all plunderers, pirates,
robbers and conquerors who came and feized upon them;
until that thefe people themfelves, the Danes, the Saxons
and the Normans replenifhed and firengthened again the
country. Whether the like {cenes will on the fame fpot
be once more atted or what iffze awaits us, he only knows
in whofe hands thefe events are, But we muft neceffarily
expect that the diftant or detached parts of our empire
will fall from us; the ftronger and the bigger will proba-
bly provide for and govern themfelves, the weaker and the
leffer fink away or feek another maftér. I do not at all
mean that they have any iaclination fo to do, where we
give no caufe or provocation; but the reins of govern-
ment will in fuch a conjun&ure of courfe and of themfelves
drop out of our hands; we fhall no longer be able to hold
them. No man can tell, whether Great Britain itfelf
might at that time continue in one, or whether it may again
be fplit and divided into two. There have not been want-
Ing endeavours towards that end. I do not now pretend
to decide at whofe door this principally lies. It is not
perhaps one man urone party only, that is in fawlt. There

have
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Fave been on ofie hand moft unjuft and cruel perfecutions,
High and ftrong refentments of thefe are no otherwife than
nacural and warrantable. But they have in one refpe@ been
carried to an unreafonable extent. Refle@ions have been
made and continued, where they are totally ungrounded
and unmerited. They have hitherto been born with a na-
tional good i:nfe, that brings more honour to the parties,
than all the ribaldry in the world can ever do them difcre-
dit. Buat who knows, how their effeéts may be feltin fuch
a time, as is before defcribed ? What a fituation ! Britain
or England lefc alone with a debt of a hundred and forty
millions fterling on its head ! How can any one have before
his eyes fuch an event, yet run on the road which leads di-
retly towards it ? 'We need not perhaps be nice in mea-
furing our force with that of the Americans; the evil of
fuch a day will but too fufficiently decide the conteft.

Bat all is not yet faid which this fubje&t demands. I
have hitherto only confidered us and our colonies as en-
gaged between ourfelves, not a word has been faid of any
foreign ftate meddling in the matter. That is yet behind.
We mutt look upon our colonies in the light of the pro-
vinces of Holland when they contended with Spain, The
witl, the hand of every man will be againft us. I will
ot enter into a general difcourfe of politics, how far it
may be for the common good of mankind to fplit great
ftates into fmall ones, to divide them into a fize fit to pro-
fit and benefit others, but not to overbear or diftrefs them.
Let us confider the fubje&t by examples familiar to us.
Mexico and Peru are more diftant from Great Britain, than
our colonies of North America from Spain or France ;
but were thofe in a ftate of defection and feparation from.
the Spaniards, I wonder, whether we fhould find a way
to approach them or to avail ourfelves in any manner of
that circumitance. France was pretty well plumed in the
laft war ; but neverthelefs were the reviving or beginning
fettlements of Pondicherry, of Mauritius and Madagafcar
disjoined from it or its own continent broken once more
into feveral different parts and feparate governments,
would our endeavours contribute to unite them ? Should
Batavia, the Spice Iflands and the Cape of Good Hope re-
volt from the United Provinces, would not Englifhmen try
to profit by the conjunéture ? I will not touch on the Bra-
zils, that may be a tender point. But would none of all
mankind, neither French or Spaniards or Dutch or Portu-
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guefé or Danes or Swedes, to fay nothing of the Ruffians
or of the new maritime State of Pruflia; would none of
them all give dire&tly or indireétly aid, affiftance, encou-
ragement, countenance or prote&tion to our colonies ?
Would they not trade or trafick with them, would they
{upply them with nothing wherewith to defend themfelves
or offend us ? Is it very praéticable to watch and guard
fuch immenfe coafts or do we with all the navy of Eng-
land in our ports find this fo eafy, with refpett to thofe on-
ly of Kent and Suffex at home? Did neither England or
France fupport formerly the Seven United Provinces in
their breach with Spain ? Have the French at this time af-
forded no eflential afliftance to the Turks nor another na-
tion to the Ruffians, while each continues at peace with the
enemies of their refpe@tive friends ? Are the independance
of the Britifh colonies in North Amerisa and their disjunc-
tion from Great Britain no objett to other nations; are
not they in particular as much fo to France as this Turkifh
and Ruffian fquabble ? Was that nation formerly ever
wanting to Scotland or infenfible of its intereft in affifting
that divifion ? Ido not atallmean hereby to fignify any at-
tempts or endeavours of other Governments to take poffef-
fion of thefe colonies, or any inability in them to defend
themfelves from that circumftance ; but I mean the gene-
ral defire and inclination, which there would affuredly be
in all Europe to fee them disjoined from our nation and to
become abfolute, diftin&, unconnefted, independant ftates
and governments in larger or in fmaller portions, and more
or lefs like the prefent flates of Holland, as it fhould
happen. Were there in fight fuch a condition with re-
dpeét to Mexico and Peru, or the Dutch fettlements in the
aft Indies, would not the Englith, without infifting on
becoming themfelves mafters thereof, be moft abundantly
Contented with their general advantage refulting therefrom ?
It cannot be doubted, but that there will be found a con~
duét and actions confequent and correfpondent to fuch unij-
verfal and almoft unanimous views and withes of mankind.
Thisis all faid on a fuppofition of peace. But what ifone.
or more of the greateft powers in Europe fhould in a moft
critical and difficult moment declare war againft us? Have
France and Spain forgot the lofs of Canada and Florida, and
the many defeats and difgraces received in the laft conteft
with us? Have they, for their honour or intereft, no defire of
revenge, nor that thofe provinces thould again return to their
own
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own Crowns ? On whom does it depend’ whether it fhaif
in the cafe fuppofed be war or peace ? Is this to be deter-
mined at London, or at Madrid or Verfailles ? Is itin the
power and in the breaft of ourfelves or of thofe, who are
moft our rivals, and whofe enmity may be faid to be hard-
ly yet cooled ? Are four years paft fince we had two alarms ?
Is one year gone fince we had one ? Should there now be
happily at the head of one or other government a Perfon-
age inclined to peace ; yet how uncertain are the days of
every mortal, and how are Princes, Minifters or States
tempted into altion by circumftances, opportunities and
advantages? Let us well weigh what it is for a private man
but much more for a great nation, to part with the means
of their profperity out of their own hands, and to place
itin the power and determination of thofe, of whom they
have, on account of a long and ancient rivalfhip and the
continuance of many bloody wars, the wtmoft reafon to be
fufpicious and jealous.

We cannot too much confider or refle& upon what hap-
pened between Spain and the Dutch Provinces, at their
breach and feparation. ‘The Spanith Government con-
fifted at that time, of Spain, of Portugal, of Mexico and
Peru and other Provinces of America, of the Spanith and
Portuguefe being all the European fettlements at that time
in the Eaft Indies, and of Flanders making feventeen pro-
vinces, whereof thofe now united and then revolted were
only feven. How unequal a match! But yet the battle
was not to the firong. The ftory and event of their war are
well known. T am not about to repeat them. How little
did ir the beginning the Spaniards or Portuguefe, or
even the Dutch themfelves, dream that the latter would
before long ftrip and diveft the former of the chief of thefe
their fettlements in the Eaft Indies, and make them their
own. They were neverthelefs different nations, fpoke dif-
ferent Janguages, had different cuftoms and religions incon-
fiftent together, and were themfelves before the end ex-
tremely odious to one another. ‘The Dutch obtained no-
thing except by force, vitory and conqueft. But furely
we are well aware, how different things may in thefe re-
fpe&s be between us and the Americans, and how much to
the advantage of the latter. We are one nation, with_thc
fame language, the fame manners and the fame religion.
Their Seamen, their Soldiers, their People are ours and
ours theirs. How eafy will be the tranfition or the chang«;
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of dependance, proteQtian or government between one and
theother. Our people do already and at this moment feek
with them fhelter aud refuge from their domeftic poverty
and mifery. Shouldeverthefe our provinces, in the events
of chance and time, come to look us in ‘the face with amy
near equality, would it then be a very ftrange thing, if
they fhould caufe a general revolt of all, or of -almott all,
the feamen of the Britith Empire > Thefe might not look
upon themfelves as engaging or aling againit their coun-
try, but as chufing between two parts of it,  They will at
their pleafure diftribute the titles of unreafonable and un-
juft, of injured snd opprefled. The beft terms and the
beft treatment will not fail to carry the -greater numbers.
‘There is perhaps on the one fide towards this brave and de-
ferving body of men a moft cruel, unjuft and impolitic
pradiice, which has long cried for vengeance, and which
cannot fail to be one day heard, and at that moment per-
haps as likely as at any other, It is in every one’s dife
courfe, that fomething of the fame kind may happen with
refpe@t to our common foldiery ; I will not therefore dwel
on that point. : : o o

- Butwhat part might our Iflands in the Weft Indies take at
fuch a conjun&ure? To whom are they the neare, or on
whom do they moft depend for their lumber, and other ne-
ceflary circomftances of their trade ? Would there be in
the Eaft Indies the fame neceflity of conqueft as the Dutch
found ¢ Might more equal conditions or independance its
felf be no temp:ation to one or the other, or might
it in that day be thought a great fin to change the
words Old England for New! There is onc point fo im-
portant, fe critical, that I hardly know either-how to
mention or how to be filent in it. .Suppofe that Ireland it-
{clf, I mean the proteftant, opulent and ruling part of Ire-
Jand, fhould grow jealous; fhould begin to make ‘compa-
rifons between the ftate, fituation and relation of the Ame-
ricans towards us, and their own ;—but I will pafs by this
{ubje&t. However I know fo well the opennefs, the frank-
nefs and generofity of that nation, as to be fully affured,
that there are at leaft none of that country who advife or
urge at this time the prefent meafures with any diftant or
double view to forward and haften the independance of Ire-
land, angl that not at its own, but at the coft and hazard
of America. ‘The human heart can hardly be conceived
to conceal fuch myfteries, But were it otherwife, our ad.
; S miniftration
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miniftration would no doubt be fenfible of it, and inftead

of being impofed upon be the more upon their guard.
Unhappy are the people, which purfue thofe fteps, that
their friends moft fear, and their enemies moit with.
Were the cabinets of Verfailles and Madrid, or any other
the moft jealous of the ~pow«‘:i- and profperity of Great Bri-
tain, united in Council, and that they had it in their op-
tion to drive and puth us for their own advantage upopn
fome ruinous and deftru&@ive meafure, what would they chufe
before this very one which we are now of ourfelves fo fa-
tally and fo madly running upon ? - '
It is'fometimes faid, that grovideng:e blinds the under-
ftanding of thiofe, whom it deftines to deftruction. When
things are ripe for that end, men often proyoke and haftep
their own fate.  But God forbid, that any one being at the
helm of this Staté thould ever not fully and repeatedly con-
fider, or thathe thould, from any unhappy impulfe, fcruple
or hefitate té ftay and to ftop fuch meafures, as mayin their
confequences make his mafter to fit uneafy on his throne,
nor fuffer him himfelf to lay down his head upon his pil-
low, without bearing on it the curfes of his country, but
which may throw all the parts of the Britifh émpire inte
fuch diforder and confufion, that neither he nor any man
fhall be able to guide or hold the reigns - f its government,
~ I'cannot guels into whofe hands thefe theets may fall or
how they may be received. It is not a Prince alone who
may in thefe abje&t times be furrounded with flattery ; a
Minifter' may not want his fhare of it, It is withal'bat a
poor fatisfattion for ‘a private perfon to wifh in the wafte
and havock of his country, that it may be remembered,
that there was not wanting One who laid freely and plainly
before the Public, and thofe governing it, the rifque and
likelihood of thefe fatal events and circumftances. But it
is to be hoped, that betterand more {ubftantial effeéts will
follow, fhould thefe things be trath and reafon, which are
here advanced. It'is at the famé time the furtheft from my
meaning, that futurity can be forefeen, or that it is per-
mitted to loek into the book of the time to come. There
is nothing certain in human affairs. But in incidents of
this prodigious importance, in"the fate of ftates and of
kingdoms, in dangers of this tranfcendent magnitude, pro-
bability takes the place of certainty, and every prudent
ruler ought to fhun and avoid the one with almoit as mech
caytion as he'would the other ; nor can I finifh this fub-
: o ject
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je2t without once more repeating, that our prefent debt
puts us into a fituation, in which no nation ever was be-
fore.

I know that fome people affet to magnify the debts of
France, but they are hardly worth fpeaking of in compa-
rifon of ours. I do not believe, that they exceeded at the
utmoft fifteen millions fterling when the Regent Duke of
Orleans took the method of the Miffifippi, to cancel and
annihilate them. The wants of Lewis the Fourteenth had
been great, but his credit was as fmall, What can the pre-
fent King have contratted fince to be compared to the debt
of Great Britaip? Where is the credjt? Does any one
believe the Dutch concerns of that kind to be equal in
France to what they are in England ; or has France itfelf
fupplied the reft? However, I will only obferve more that
the French debt confifts in great meafure of arrears of pen-
fions, places, pofts and other grants which the fame hang
withholds, as conferred; but that our debt was all receive
in millions fterling. o

As to what has been faid that éregt men moving in a
public fphere are above the rules of right and wrong ; he
muit be unworthy to hold the helm of any government,
who is {0 ignorant of the fats and incidents before his time,
or fo blind to thofe about him, as not to obferve and per-
ceive that good and virteous ations, I mean, fuch as arg
re2lly fo without the falfe colours of flattery and obfequi-
cufnefs, produce in general and national matters their pro-
per and correfpondent effets.  We have not indeed before
our eyes in that cafe the formalities of a trial and a fena
tence, the Judge in his robes, or the apparatus of an exe-
cution ; but due confequences do, from the genefal and
original law given to the world, follow a good or evil con-
du¢t in pubiic concerns with much more certainty, juf-
tice and 1mpartiality, than they do'by the means of muni-
cipal laws in private, ButI defire to explain, that it is not
the piety of a bigot on his knees, or the prayers even of a
devout Prince which will ftay or turn the general courfe
and order of the world. Had that been the cafe our Hen-
ry the Sixth would not have fallen in a prifon by the hand
of an aflaffin ; nor Charles the Firft fuffered on a fcaffold
by the axe of the executioncr; nor James the Second have
led the latter part of his life in banitiment. Thefe were
all remarkably both devout and unfortunate Princes. Ido
not at prefent enter into the confideration of what reward

Pe;fonal
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perfonal piety will meet with in another place ; but it is the
public good, a love and regard for that and attention to it,
.a conftant refolution never to take direétly or indire&tly by
the means cither of force or of corruption the property of
the fubje&t at will and at pleafure, but to employ the pre-
rogatives and the powers entrufted by the people only for
their welfare and happinefs ; which are the true trial and
touchftone of the condu& of Princes and Minifters, as fuch.
Thefe naturally produce affection, loyalty, fidelity, attach-
ment and fupport. But fhould any man or number of men
be regardlefs of the good or condition of others, trample
on theirrights, lay unjuft hands on their properties, treat
them rather like the beafts of the fields than as their fel-
lows and equals, fhould they fupport themfelves herein with
the fword and a fuperiority of power ; the great Author of
mankind and of their welfare and happinefs has fo linked
and chained together caufes and effets, that thefe things
will certainly turn to the detriment and difadvantage of
them and theirs who do them ; fometimes by a filent and
hardly obfervable courfe of things, and fometimes with
leng forbearance at a great diftance ; but fometimes like-
wife at the moment and upon the occafion, with dire&t and
immediaté refiftance and a common confufion, wherein the
authors of the mifchief are themfelves involved, and where-
in they often fall a prey and a facrifice. The ways of
Providence and the courfe of futurity are unfearchable ;
but were any man to prefume to divine, how juftice and
injuftice and the general morality of the univerfe may poi-
fibly in the prefent cafe operate, it would perhaps be that
Right will ftrongly unite, cemcent and combine, by a mu-
tual aflfociation and affiftance, thofe who fhall aét under
its banners ; whilewrong fhall naturally, and on the con-
trary, confound and weaken with difunion, diffention and
difturbances among themfelves thofe by whom it fhall have
been unhappily adopted. ‘Thefe are on each fide the fuit-
ahle and, as it were, the neceffary confequences of their own
choice ; but there appear fome untoward and threatening
figns, that the Hand of Heaven will, on the occafion, be
heavy and fevere ; when woe to the party, which fhall
abide it.

If any thing can in this cafe enhance the importance of
the great ftake, which we are about to venture, it muft be
a comparifon of the very little profit, that we are going to
sontend for. The Americans are willing and coafenung

. tJ
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to give us 2l they have, provided that we will accept it
w1§x our right hand ; but we are obftinate to rifque every
thing, both of theirs and of our own, rather than not to
take it with our left: Our whole objet is, on this occa-
fion, no more than the difference between thofe two propo-

fitions. Our Americans have now no gold or filver. It
comes all to the mothér coantry. It would equally do fo,’
did they receive as much again. They keep none for their

own currency ; they ufe themfelves paper for that, and fend

us all the other. One would be amazed to think, what
men or adminiftrations can defire. Cannot we be contented

with all, and do we 1infit on having more than all ?

But it will be faid we want to tax them. Iafk why. It
muft be anfwered, becaufe we are bext upon getting their
money. Irepeat again, we have it already. But faysa
ways-and-means man ; we muft have it in the fhape of
taxes. No other will ferve our purpofe. I reply once
more, that we have it really in that fhape ; for cannot we,
and do not we, tax it when it comes hither, and is not that
the fame thing ? Are there not taxes enow to take it, as
foon as it gets to Britain, or why do not you afk for more
if there are not ? Who fays you nay here ? I will be bold
to 1ay, that there is at this time raifed on Great Britain
nothing lefs than ten millions flerling 2 year, befides the
colletion ; which, it need not be faid, is a very confider-
able fum more, Our fpecie has never been ufed to be
reckoned at above twenty millions. It is faid, that about
three millions and a quarter of guineas have, on occafion of
the light gold, been brought into the Bank. Let our cur-
rency be calculated on that ground, and we fhall, according
to any juft reafoning thereon, appear to raife within the
year by taxes, including the collection, a fum at leaft equal
tohalfof the whole fpecie and current coin of the kingdom ;
a prodigious proportion, and perhaps incredible, were we
fnot to examine into particulars.

Should it be faid, that a circulating guinea cannot but
pay twenty different taxes in a year, fome might poflibly
be at firft fight furprized atit. But how far fhort will that,
ona more minute examination, be found of the truth ? Let
us confider only the courfe of a fhilling for a very fhort
tie. A chairman pays out of it for his pot of porter.
How many taxes does that include ; the new and old taxes
on beer and malt, and the tax on hops ? They are more
‘than I have timé to reckon. His wife fends next morning
to
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to cthz fhop for hier tea and fugar. How many more are
there ¢ I will leave them to be counted by thofe better ac-
quainted with the book ofrates, than I am. Bat here area
confiderable number gone through,out of one fingle fhilling,
by the time that & porter has got his beer over night, and
his wife her bieukfaft the next morning. There remains
then 2 third part ot the money to run the gauntlet again, in
the {ervice of the man, at dinner time. However they do
not perhaps amount quite to twenty ; but {o is likewiie the
time 2 good deal fhort of a year, and the money much lefs
than a guinea. Bat this is not taking the matter in the
firongett light. There 1s a chain and union of taxes, which
operate infenfibly and almoft beyond imagination. Go into
a Shoemaker’s thop. Buy a pair of fhoes there. How ma-
ny taxes does any one in effe® pay then ? “The Jcurney-
man Shoemaker muft put into his day’s labour, and con-
fequently there muft be laid upon the fhoes made by him,
all the taxes which he and his family pay in the mean time
for his falt, for his foap, for his coals, for his candles, for
the linen and for the very fhoes worn by him, his wife and
his children, and for very many other things.

Thefe are all juft fo much money out of his pocket, and
he muft be repaid them by his daily labour, which is his
only means. He cannot otherwife live ; there would be
no fhoes and men muft go without them. But it is not the
immediate taxes of the thoemaker only which go upon his
manufaéture, but thofe likewife of his tradefmen. "The
price of his clothes is enhanced by the taxes, which the
Tailor and the Weaver paid while they were making and
weaving them ; however not by theirs only, but by thofe
likewife of the perfons working for them in their turn, and
fo on. ‘Thefe muft all be put on the fhoes. Infomuch
that the whole fully purfued and obferved makes a feries
and combination fit to put Newton or Demoivre at 2 ftand.
A poor guinea or fhilling cannot in England put its head,
if I may fo exprefs myfelf, out of any man’s ppcket, b}lt
that an army of thefe catchpoles are ready to feize upon it,
wherever it ftirs. The matter being then viewed in thefe
lights, it feems no longer firange, if we raife a revenue
equal to the half of our currency or more. This is a pro-
digious operation, and furely fufficient to fatisfy any admi-
nittration whatfoever. Let us therefore content ourfelves
with getting hither the American money. That is our

bufinefs. We know what to do with it here. This is the
F very
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very land of taxes. Itis now coming on as faft as it can,
Do ot let us move Heaven and Earth only to difturb it in
its paflage. Let us have the leaft patience and fall to work
upon it at home. We are certain, that it will be here, and
that it will then be taxed and, as it were, taxed upon taxed.
‘The reft is with all fubmiffion to my fuperiors no better at
the bottom, than a childith fancy and impatience, and owing
only to the want of a fulb refle@tion and confideration on
the fubjeét. v
I have yet fomething to add on this head ; which is, .
that were the Irifh and the Americans, both of them una-
nimoufly, to cry out to ‘us to fpare their lives, and to take
all they have; to beg of us to fend them fuch another army
of tax gatherers as our own, and with them a copy of our
code of reventie laws ; I will be bold to fay, that it would
neverthelefs be in us the worft policy in the world and to-
tally contrary to our otvn intereft to take them at their
words, and to do in the leaft degree any fuch thing. We
fee the Thames flowing conftantly into the ocean, and yet
always full. It need not be faid that the rain and the dew
are the caufes of this; which firft fall and fertilize the
earth, and then replenifh that noble river. Were thofe
two ftopped or dried up, it would not be long before we
fhould pafs over dry-fhod at London Bridge. Were they fo
only in part; the ftream would then likewife lower in pro-
portion. What our whole debt to foreigners amounts to,
no one may probably know with exaétnefs ; but the more
it has been enquired into the higher it has always appeared.
However the intereft of it is a current, which runs perpe-
tually into the Continent. We do not indeed fee it with
our eyes, as we do the Thames ; otherwife we love money
fo much better than we do water, that we might perhaps be
lefs indifferent about it, than we are. It pafles impercep-
tibly, but neverthelefs furely and without ceafing. What
are then the caufes which fupply it? I anfwer, thofe two
great fources of Ireland and America. Thefe firfk water
and fru€ify with their moft benignant current the whole
ifland of Great Britain, and then finifh. their courfe in the
- difcharge of our debt abroad. Their way is no more vifi-
. ble than that of the intereft itfelf of our debt, butitis
alike certain and conftant. Stop or dry up thefe, and you
will as furely flop or dry up the funds of our debts, as
withholding the rain or the dew of Heaven would leflen and
lower the ftream of the river Thames, Taxes will do this.
) ) They
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Thaey are the bane of commerce and of agricaliare. They
affett the Merchant, the Manufaurer, the Planter, the
Farmer and the Labourer. Our America is not of an age
to {upport their operation. The things from above keep
their courfe in fpite of man for his benefit and advantage.
It is God’s very great mercy that the dew and the rain do
not depend on Adminiftrations, they would otherwife have
undoubtedly been taxed and dried long ago. But it is not
fo with what is of our own fabrick or prodution. We
have a great power overriches and treafure. Governments
can effeCtually cut off the wells and the fprings of thefe.
We have only to look abroad in the world to be abundantly
convinced of that truch. The example of Great Britain
will not prove the contrary. It was when and while
we were not taxed, as we now are, that we profpered,
%rew great and rich. Thofe times gave us ftrength to

ear for a while the burthen fince impofed upon us, It is
from the Revolution, that our prodigious taxes have be-
gun. They were laid by degrees, and fo muft their effets
be perceived. They do not operate like a ftorm or a whirl-
wind. Let ys give them a fair and full trial before we de-
clare, that we are not undone by them. It will then be time
enough to make ourfelves a model for others, [ atk, whe-
ther it is not our own a&ual difficulties brought on by thefe
very taxes, which do now at this inftant urge us upon our
colonies, and which are the caufe of all the prefent conteft
and diforder? Tt is one of the firft principles in commerce
not to burthen the means and materials of manufattures.
It would be nipping the fruit on the bud. The fame rea-
foning holds here. Let us keep our hands from thefe two
great caufes and fources of our treafure and wealth. They
have hitherto wonderfully fupplied and fupported us. They
may continue fo to do, if we will fuffer them,

But it may be faid, that we have at home great and pro-
fitable manufactures, and our woollen one in particalar;
whereby we ftand lefs in need of diftant afliftance. That
is very true; but fo is it likewife, that we have on the
continent very many expences and demands for money, be-
fides the intereft of our debt. We fhall be very fortunate,
if we can with the means of all our richeft refources make
at the year’s end an even accompt, . )

But 1t may be afked, vrhat are we then to do? We are
prefled with our domeftic burthens and incumbrances.

Thefe put us firft on the meafurc of Stamps in America,
! Fz wherein
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wherein we did not fucceed. Thefe induced us afterwards
to make demands on thie India Company, wherein wehad
rather better fortune. It is thefe, which have again brought
us back to our attack on America. How are we either to
ftand under them, or to march forwards ? Is it fafe to reft
as we are 7 What courfe are we to take if it is not ? This
is perhaps as ferious a propofition as one Englithman can
put to another. No man laments more than the writer of
thefe fheets, that twelve years of peace are now elapfed
without any thing being done, without any effablifhment
being made, which may enable us to maintain anether war,
or perhaps even in peéace fupport long the prefent very hea-
vy preflure, under which we labour. We are in the mean
time daily liable to be engaged in'war. ~ We have now had
an uncommoninterval of peace. It was but a very few years
ago, that we were on the bripk of a rupture with Spain, .
which would undoubtedly have been attended by one with
France. How can any minifter fleep in peace, who has on
his hands the care of a great government, and the welfare of
many millions of people, while public affairs are'in a con-
dition fo very unprepared for an event, which may at any
moment happen, and which may in our prefent fituation
bring with it confequences of an importance hardly to be
conceived ? Surely they think on thefe things, whofe duty
moft demands it of them. - It is impofiible, that fuch con-’
cerns of ours can be left only to chance and hazard ; or, as
it were, to the fortuitous concourfe of atoms. One would
think there could hardly be a man in Britain, Minifter, or
any other not perpetually employed at the plough, but who
muft daily revolve in his mind the prefent circumftances of
his country, our burthens, our debts and our expences; and
at the fame time caft in his own breaft, what muft be the
beft means of our fupporting ourfelves under them, whether
in war or in peace. ‘There is an iffue, which fomie men
have in view, and which I will not exprefs. We may be
aflured, however, that they do but very fuperficially con-
‘fider the matter, who imagine, that this will in our cafe
take place without the utter ruin and confufien of every
thing. All is notwithftanding as yet tranquillity and fun-
fhine with us. We poffefs a great and fine country ; we
hgve molt noble and beneficial dependancies ; we have 2
fleet; we have an army ; we have {everal hundred thouf:
ands and perhaps near 2 million of men capable of bearing
frms in their own defence; we have a revenue witha far-
- S ’ plus
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plus above the intereft of our debts and expences. Surely
‘there is yet an opportunity to find fome plan ; to {ettle fonie
‘gftablithment, whereon things may reft fafely and fecurely,
‘and the Public and all reafonable perfons be fatisised, that’
they do fo. ~ There is however no time to be loft. It may
‘be too late to prepare, as it were, in the day of battle and
at the moment when our difficalties prefs firongly upon us.
‘But this is of itfelf a very wide field, and one of the great-
eft of confiderations ; noris it my immediate fubje@®. Lut
the meaflures now carrying on will not effe& it or any thing
towards it. No furrounding dangers or difficulties are a
-good reafon for running down a precipice ; our fate can
but lead us thither at lat. However, no ether end cun
happen to us from the way which we are now in, it we per-
fevere and proceed in it.

This {feems to be a fufficient anfwer to the point before
us. However I will not {o turn my back on this queftion,
‘as not freely and frankly to propofe, what, 1 truft, wiil at
leaft be more effe@tual for our purpofe, as well as more
‘eafily carried into execution, than what we are now driving
at. -1 mean go'do almoft direétly the contrary of what we
are about, that is to give a greater liberty and latitude of
trade both to Ireland and to America, to America including
our Weft India Iflands. Thatis my propofition. We are
the feat and centre of Government, This is our ftrength.
This is ouradvantage. This is what we are to preferve,
While we retain this, all the money, riches and treafure of
the more diftant and dependant parts of our empire cannot
fail to flow in upon us. = We have nothing to do with little
jealoufies about this trade or that manutature. It is the
proper bufinefs of the rich to fpend their money, and of
the poor to earn it ; the State may well, without meddling
fp it, leave them td' fetile the means of that matter with
one another. The end of all trades and of all manafattures
muft reft with us, while we continue the feat of dominiun.
It is the ncceffary confequence of giving the tone and the
law. Ambition, pleafure, fafhion, bufinefs, curiofity,
education, trade and commerce, pofts and places poiieiled
abroad by Englifhmen, and numberlefs other taufes, wii]
contribute to and effeét it: 'The ifland of Jamaica and our
other iflands in the Weft Indies what money and coinmo-
dities equivalent to money have they fent to England,
could the whole be added together.? Had they in the time
acquired ten times as much, 1t would all have run the fam;
SO o : ‘ roa
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road. ‘The climate would have driven the poffeflors _from
thence, while the feat of empire would have invited them
hither. Do not we fee the very Proprietaries of our nor-
thern colonies living in England as private gentlemen, and
have not we fometimes known them voting in Minorities of
cur Lower Houfe of Legiflature, while they might lave
been almoft as Princes and Kings in their own governments?
Were itin the next month to rain oyer the different parts of
Ireland a million of money, how long dees any one imagine
it would be, before at leaft nine hundred thoufand pounds
of it would find its way into England ? Have we lately
wanted very fuflicient proofs, that there remains no abun-
dance of cath in that kingdom ¢ I will not repeat, what has
been faid of North America ; but they have by their pa-
per money invented the very contrivance of the world for
fending to us every ounce of their gold and filver, did we
but know when to be content. ' ‘
Look at the city of London ; they neither plant nor do
they fow nor do they reap, yet Solomon or his Jerufalem
were not in all their glory rich and great like that capital
of our dominions. The money of our whole empir€ is
remitted thither, as the blood runs to the heart. Our great
body politic is preferved and nourithed by the difperfion
and circulation of it again from thence. This is the con-
ftant and never failing courfe of things. But ‘the cafe is
much more firong, if we take Great Britain itfelf, whereof
London is onlya part. ‘That would retain a confiderable
fhare of what it receives, did not the intereft of our debt
carry it out, as faft as it comes in. This is the iffue and the
_drain, which prevents us from perceiving ourfelves more
enriched and replenifhed, from the vaft quantity of treafure
perpetually arniving to us from many parts. This may
perhaps be the reafon why we are lefs fenfible, lefs attentive,
and perhaps fometimes lefs grateful, on the occafion. But
that 1s alt our own fault, our own doing. We have none
to thank for it but ourfelves. We ought not on that ac-
count to efteem thefe fupplies the lefs, for had we not them,
it would be much worfe with us. Nothing could follow
but our laft deceafe and diffolution, as a State. Thefe muft
and will take place, whenever the others fhall ftop. How-
ever thefe things do not require much reafoning. We have
the world before us for an example. Such are every where
the effééts between the centre and-other parts of a Govern-
ment, although perhaps in no cafe more fo than in that of .
. Great
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Great Britain, on account of certain circomftances and
caufes attending that empire, which are particularly fuit-
ed to produce them. This is our peint, if we are but
fenfible of our true intereft; let us but preferve this cur
great and facred prerogative, the other bencfits and ad-
vantages will of courfe follow, even while we ara atleep.

I fhall ufe no words to prove that this arrangement will
bring a greater influx of tweafure to thofe, to whofe liberty
of trade it fhall extend. The perfon the moft prejudiced
or the moft fhort fighted in the cafe will not difpufe that
with me. I will venture to prefume on that point. This
will therefore attach to us our dependancies, at the fame
. time that it enriches us ourfelves. It will firengthen and

faften the bond and union between us. It will confirm our
fuperiority, whileit increafes the fruitsof it. It will brin
us more {poils and profits than conqueft, although it will
operate by love and affettion. It will require neither fleets
or armies to enforce it ; we need fear no revolts, no defeftions
or confederacies on the account of it. How happy would
it be, if all the circumftances of the other plan would in
the fame manner anfwer and play into the hands of each
other! When will men be contented to do to others no
more mifchief, than what will turn to their own benefit ?
States and Minifters will have advanced no mean way in
policy as well as in morality, when they fhall once have
learned to confine all their evil towards others within that
circle, Itis the very perverfenefs of folly to fuppofe, that
men can ferve themielves only by opprefling others. But
here on the contrary the hand of nature itfelf works with
us. Freedom of trade is our foundation ; no wonder then
that fo many bleffings coincide together. There is open
before us a rich and wide field ; we have only to enter and
to reap the ll}sx'veﬁ, which is ripe and plentiful. This pro-
" pbfal refts therefore on three points; to wit, that it will
bring a greater influx of treafure into our outward domi-
nions ; that this muft enrich the centre of empire; which
cannot therefore likewife but increafe its revenue. Thefe
are fhort propoﬁtions, and no way perplexed. Let them
be well examined. All falls to the ground, which has
. been faid on the fubjeé, if any one of them be falfe or
miftaken ; bat fhould they on the contrary be all of them
moft evident, moft certain and indifputable, let any man
and the greateft in truft the moit confider, how he can anfwgr
" 10 Ireland, to the Colonies, to his Country at home, t](z‘hls
. . King
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King himfelf in’ the concern’ of his Revenue and his Ex=
chequer, the refufing his attention and afiiftance to 2 mea-
fure fo very pradticable, and at the fame time fo univerfally
beneficial and. falutary. )
This is the mtre and mruch more neceflary on account
of the prefent conditien of Ireland. 'Fhelate enquiry con-

cerning their linen' manufature, the publi¢ hiftory of their-

emigraticns, and the ftate of their credit at the beginning
of theit prefent Seffion of Parliament, have made that fuf-
ficiently known. I fhall not pretend to defcribe it.  Eng-
land has perhaps from that ifland reaped more real benefit,
than Spain ever did from Mexico or Peru. Spain gains in-
deed from thofe poffeflions great riches of filver and gold 3
but fhe has dearly purchafed them at the price of herinha-
bitants and people at home. Whereas Ireland aff:rds us'
in many ways a very advantageous afliftance and fupport
of men, while we receive from her at the fame time a con-
ftant me# rich influx ‘and fupply of money. We now fo
depend on thefe things, and can fo ill do without them,
and are by thefe means {o united with our Sifter 1fland, that
fhould fhe on any account unhappily fink, fhe tannot but,
like a mill ftone faftened about our necks, carry us down'
along with her. Should her condition grow worfe, who
knows but it may turn to rage and defpair, and either have
ar effe& on her Legiflature, or that the majority thereof
may be hardly able to manage and govern their own State.
1 am cnwilling to point out fuch poflibilities ; but it will
not be long health and wealth in England, fhould any ir-
retricvable mifchicf happen in Ireland. A moderate re-:
medy might however now be timely, ‘for what may in futu-
rity be beyond redrefs. A greater liberty and latitude
of trade 1s the proper ailiftance in the cafe. It is
Wwhat Ireland itfelf wifhes and defires. It wjll at the fame
time be of more benefit to us than to them. France is
beating us out of the trades of Turkey, of Spain and even
of Portugal. Let us but loofe the Irifh, and they will do
as much for them and likewife for fome others. Itis Great
Britain which withholds the hand of Ireland, and not the
nareie of things that confines it. Let us but confent and
they will foon ftretch out their right hand into many a

market in the world, where it now never appears, and -

having done fo they will immediately pay to us with their
left the money gained there, as furely as that we are born
Englihmen. ‘
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I do not point out particulars ; lights will not be want-
ihg in that refpe@, whenever there fhall be an inclinatiori
to demand them. I do not moreover mean to fignify, that
any opening of the commerce of Ireland and America, re-
commended within the compafs of thefe fheets, will of it-
felf be adequate to all the-demands of our prefent fitnation.
‘That will, in all appearance, require a new and univerfal
drrangement of our taxes and commerce, wherein Great
Britain herfelf muft bear a moft material part, No man
can fay, that all the Money in Europe is equal to our na-
tional Debt, nor can therefore any provifion be fufficient,
but what may produce effe@ts anifwerable to fuch a very
great neceflity. Some plan feems to be demanded, which
may bring into Great Britain a good part of all the geld
and filver now current’in the world. Nothing lefs will -
perhaps do our bufinefs. The pratticability of this cannot
but appear a doubtful problem. -Were all fates whatfo-
ever formed on a conftitution the moft advantageous for
commerce, whereof each is capable, itis evident that they
would then fhare among them thofe two precious metals in
fo near a proportion that no one could therein have over
the reft any very great fuperiority. But this is exceedingly
wide of the cafe. No one ftate is fo conftituted but, on the
contrary, almoft all governments whatever are framed and
a& on principles direétly oppofite thereto. “This gives 2
very great opportunity for an_extreme difference and dif-
proportion in that refpe&. It-s perhaps on the availing
ourfelves thereof, that depends the future welfare of our -
country, and the fafety, the ftability and the very fubfif-
tence of our ftate. The Dutch are a fmall people, or at
leaft have but a very confined territory, and that defended
with difficulty from the fea. They have neverthelefs done
a great deal in the way, which we are fpeaking of. They
are certainly therein at the head of all mankind. How-
ever it is evident, and might be eafily pomt.ed out, that
they are yet far fhort of perfeition. 'There 1s good room
for others to go beyond, and efpecially for a ftate which
* has fuch advantages as Great Britain. Howeve::, what
degree of advantage the nature of things will admit of on
this head, or how to attain thereto, are no{ quettions of
this prefent inftant. I have faid thus much, led to it by
my fubje@ together with the intereft of the Public theréin,
and the neceffity, which I’am perfuaded, my country is at

this time under of finding and carrying into execution fome
G ' fuch
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fuch great, general and falutary meafure. Happy will be
the hand that fhall in the firft place prevent the ruin where-
on we are now running. We muft begin there. That is
the objeét direétly before us. Letus next enlarge the trade
of Ireland and America. This will do a great deal. It
may withal lead us towards a more univerfal plan, with
which it cannot at the fame time but coincides It will
withal be well, that this ¢ ouble benefit of thefe two parts
of our country went hand in hand together. The prefent
ftate of Ireland makes it abfolutely and immediately ne-
ceflary for the one, and the intereft of Great Britain re-
quires it for both,

I do not enter into particulars concerning the ftopping’up
the Port of Bofton, or the new laws given to Maffachufetts
Bay. However I muft obferve, that the alteration of their
Charter, and of their Civil Government, is not temporary '
like the other provifions, but perpetual. The breaking of
Charters is making the worft war upon mankind. It in-
volves the innocent and thofe yet unborn. Every thing de-
pends with men on their conftitution of government. Such
a meafure is therefore wantonly laying wafte the territories
of the earth, and, I fpeak it with reverence, it is even for-
bidding Providence itfelf to make mankind happy thereon,
unlefs he fhall, for the undoing the works of unreafonable
and ill judging men, Perform immediate miracles, and
fufpend or counterat his own laws of nature, which is fure-
1y not to be {fuppofed or expefted. As for thofe, who re-
fufe or impede law and juftice for blood, let them be well |
aware, that they do not thereby bring it on their own heads,
or warrant private men to be themfelves their own avengers.
However the whole will no doubt be received in America
as a declaration of war, and depend upon the fame iffue. It
muft be by force and conqueft if they fubmit. It is pro-
bably not a month or a year, that will finally determine this
affair. 'The flame may break out immediately, or the fire
may {mother until fome fatal opportunity of our being en-
gaged in a foreign war or fome other fuch occafion. The
authors of thefe meafures no doubt expeét that the removal
of the Cuftom-houfe and the fufpenfion of the trade of
Bofton will bring thefe people on their knees and force
them to fubmit to the reft of our meafures. It is evident,
that this is their idea. They might have been well inform-
ed and infiructed, and ought to have been fo before they
proceeded fo far. They may neverthelefs find themfelves
much miftaken in the ¢vent, however forward they are to

, : hazard
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hazard on their opinion the welfare and profperity of thejr
country. It is no wonder, that fome men cannot even at
the diftance of America bear a Democratical Conftitution.
But they oyght to know the Hiftory of the World better
than to be ignorant of the ftrength and the force of fuch
a form of government, and how ftrenuoufly and almoft
wonderfully people living under one have fometimes exerted
themfelves in defence of their rights and liberties, and how
fatally it has ended with many 2 man and many a ftate,
v}/lho have entered into quarrels, wars and contefts with
them.

Some fay, that all the contradition and oppofition of
America originates from home, and that it is only the fac-
tion of England which catches there. Nothing perhaps
teftifies a greater ignorance of the true ftate of that coun-
try, than fuch a notion. What is all the fpirit of Patri-
otifm or of Liberty now left in England more than the laft
fnuff of an expiring lamp? It is not longer than three and
thirty years ago, that it was otherwife with us, But who
can fay whether the fame flame, the fame facred flame may
not at this time burn brightly and ftrongly in America,
which once fhowed forth fuch wonders in Greece and in
Rome, and from whofe afhes it ftill enlightens a great part
of mankind, I mean, all who are not funk in ignorance
or barbarity. They have certainly there excellent and free
forms of government and which partake perhaps in fome
degree of the principles, whereon were framed the ancient
ones of thofe eminent cities. They are themfelves as yet 2
new and uncorrupted people. They carried with them
formerly the fpirit of Liberty from England, at the time
that it was in its greateft purity and perfeftion there, nor
has it fince degenerated by the climate. Whoever fhall
judge of their temper by that at home, and proceed ac-
cordingly, will perhaps in the end be fcorched by that
flame, which he may find to burn too powerfully for him,
and of the nature and of the means to extinguith which he
was totally ignorant. o

I have now confidered the reitude, the pradicability
and the profit to be expected from our prefent mgafures,
and have gone fo far as to offer another meafure inftead,
I hope that I have proved my propofitions to a great de-
gree of clearnefs and certainty. Ido not know what to do
more on this fubje@t unlefs I fhould propofe fomething,
which might convince and fatisfy without the trouble of
seafon and argument. Thia feems difficulc. Howeve;ﬁl

’ ' 2 W
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will not defpair. Let me be permitted to try my hand in
the cafe. I will recommend and, fo far as becomes me,
defire and requeft, thatevery one when he confiders of this
fubjeé, and efpecially before he ufes any hard -wqrds or
pafles any harth laws, will place himfelf in America; will
imagine himfelf born, bred, refident and having _a!l his
concerns and fortune there. Ido not mean in the light of
a Governor, or of one who feeks to recommend and to afl-
vance himfelf here av the expence of his countrymen in
that part of the world; but as one, who has no other
views or intereft except in the common good of his colony
or continent. Let then any fuch man candidly and fairly
atk himfelf in his own breaft, what he fhould in that fitu-
ation think of being taxed at Weftminfter, and let no man
on this occafion throw a ftone, whofe heart does not plainly
and roundly anfwer him with its aflent. I may make too
free with Minifters of State ; but Iwould particularly prefs
this on thofe, whofe defires, pafions and inclinations are
followed by effects, and who hold perhaps at this moment
in their hands the fate of Great Britain and of North
America. This I fay, is a propofition without a fyllo-
gifm; but which, if property brought home and enforced
by every man upon himfelf, may perhaps penetrate, . move
and foften more than all the arguments and earneftnefs,”
which I have hitherto ufed. '
I would willingly try this experiment of tranfpofition
upon a late tranfation, wherein fome people’s opinions
fcem to be affe@ted by locality. Certain letters (fee let-
ters of Governor Hutchinfon, &c.) have been publithed
of an American Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and
a third perfon, together with remarks and the fpeech of a
learned and ingenious Gentleman. They are offered as
an appeal to the public againft the colony of Maffachu-
fetts Bay. Thefe' cannot, therefore, but be th®mfelves
Likewife the objets of a public confideration. I have, by
. the touchftone of locality, a mind to examine and queftion
fome of this learned gentleman’s reafoning. It is now but
between eighty and ninety years fince we of this country
oanifhed our King. On what ground did we do it #—It
vill be anfwered ; that we did not like his a&ions; for
that they tended to deprive us of our beft rights and pro-
perties. That we did it as Englifhmen on the Conftitu-
tion of England—Who was the common Judge between us
‘and him ? — There was no fuch common Judge. We .
Judged for ourfelves. He was our King, our Magiftrate,
! ' ' : our
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our Truftee. When we found him to fail in the effential
points of thefe offices, we took another. This was eur
right, as Englifhnien—But we fet afide one of his daugh-
ters from her turn in the fucceffion, and appoinzed inftead
a perfon who had no title by birth. The King’s horfe
threw him, and the Lady fucceeded. But that was chance.
It might in a courfe of nature very well have happened, -
that fhe had never been Queen, What had fhe done #—
She had taken a remarkable part in the Revolutio: , and
was totally unexceptionable. But there were in one {cale
the welfare and happinefs of many millions of people, and
in the other the advancement of only one Lady, although
a deferving one. There was therefore no equality, the
latter could not but kick the beam—1I anfwer, that I {ub-
fcribe to this with my hand and my heart, But this is one
fide of the medal. Let us turn the reverfe. An American
Governor is not fo big as a King; he does not wear a
Crown, nor bear a Scepter, nor fit on a Throne, nor is
warthipped on the knee, nor has a Navy nor an Army,
nor makes Bifhops nor Judges, nor is his Civil Lift per-
. haps above a thoufand pounds a year. He feems to be
much more refponfible and more removable than a King.
Suppofe then that one of our Colonies fhould take the
firongeft exceptions to their Governor, and defire to change
him ; would they in that cafe be permitted to judge for
themfelves ?—No. Why not ?—Becaufe they are Ameri-
cans. Who are to judge for them :—We. Why fo ?—
Becaufe we are Englifhmen.—But would their application
be to us a fufficient caufe for a removal ?}~~Perkaps not ;
. but on the contrary a reafcn to continue him at prefent,
and to promote and advance him afterwards. Ti.at has
been the cafe before, and may probably be fo again—But
why is the meafure which we mete to them fo different
from that which we meafyre to ourfelves ;/—Becaufe we arc
Englifhmen, and they are Americans,—This muf be own-
ed to be perfectly juft and fatisfaltory, and the Americans
are the moft unreafonable men in the world, if they do not
fee it exa&tly in the fame light. .

But fuppofe that the Reprefentative Body of the Pro-
vince thould make the complant >—The anfwer would then
be, that there was no accufer, or if any one chpfc t - {peak
Latin no delator.—Suppofe that they complain of falfe-
hood and treachery towards the Prevince ?—'I'h:itt wopld be
no charge, no crimen.~—Suppofe that they gave in evidence

the party’s own letters #—"That would complete the thinig;
‘ or
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for there would then be no evidence, go seffis.—But will
this hold water >~——Admirably ; with refpect to America and
in Latin,

Itis firongly difputed, whether thefe American letters
are of 2 public or a private nature, This may not in #-
felf be a’'very important point. However, let us endea-
vour to fettle it fince it lies in our way. Whatever con-
ccrns and affeéts the interefts, the welfare and happinefs
of a whole people is and muft be of a public nature, whe-
ther papers, letters, or any other thing whatfoever. Good
and evil are not matters of law or of logic, They are the
moft, if not the only effential circumftances of the world,
"They are what every thing elfe refers to. They ftamp an
e:>rnal mark and difference on all things, which even ima-
gination cannot cancel or erafe. The enjoyment of the
ane, and the avoiding of the other, is the very end of our
being, and likewife of all the beings which do or which
cven can be fuppofed to exift, and which have a fenfe and
perception of them. Whatever therefore relates to the
general good and evil of a People is of a public nature.
It is thet circumftance which makes it fo. The terms are
as good as fynonymous. Whatever concerns, on the con-
trary only this or that individual is of a private nature,
It #s confined to his or their happinefs or welfare; to his or
their good and evil, There is again the true and unerring
diftin&tion. Thefe things {eem clear to the greateft degree
of intuitive certainty. It is firange to be forced to reafpn
about them. However we are told otherwife. If fome
compliments happen in a letter to be made to an old Lady,
3t changes the effence of every thing; the contraéts and
confines the whole matter, and all becomes of a private
nature, although the chief fubje@ of that very letter fhould
be to adv.{c and point oat the means of altering the
Charter, and of new modelling the Conftitution of a Co-
lony, and that there fhould be recommended therein the
finding fome way according to its own language ¢ to
“TAKE OFF the original incendiaries,” left they
fhould «¢ continue to inftil their poifon into the minds of
¢¢ the people;” but the mention of the old Lady makes it
all private (fee Mr, Wedderburn’s {peech, page g4, and let-
ter of Mr. A. Oliver, Feb. 13, 1769). But fuppofe thet
thefe letters were really meant and intended to produce
public effedts ; what will that do ?—Nothing atall. If the
perion l:md not at that moment a place, to whom they
were wriiten, it fignifies nothing ; although he might have

" : had
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had a poft before, and might look for one again, and al-
though he might have communicated thefe letters to others
for the very purpofe of affe(ting the Public. All this will
be of no importance, if the perfon did not happen to have
a place at the time.—Would not one be tempted to think,
that as fome endeavour to leave ne property in America,
others have a mind to banifh all human reafon out of
American affairs ?

But let us take this matter in another light—CSuppofe 2
Prince to have been the fubje@ of thefe letters inftead of
a People, and his conduét and charatter to have therein
been {o freely treated and cenfured inftead of theirs, and
the divefting him of his power and dignity fo plainly men
tioned and recommended inftead of the depriving them u}
their rights and privileges, and the taéing bim off propofed
inftead of the zakiug of fome of them, what would have
been the confequence? High Treafon—But might not
thefe have .been private letters of friendfhip, and the re-
ceiver have fecreted and concealed them ?—There is no
fuch thing as private lctters in the cafe. No civilities fent
to the fatreft Lady in the land can make them fo. The
perfon receiving muft, at his own peril, carry them to a
Secretary of State or to 2 Juftice of the Peace or to fome other
Magiftrate ; wedo not wantotherwife a word for him, which
is mifprifion of treafon. But who would take notice of fuch
athing ?—Lct Mr. Atterney or Mr. Solicitor anfwer that—
But on what ground s all this >—Becaufe the prince is {up-
pofed to be the public perfon, and to reprefent the whole
people, and that what relates to him may affet them—
But there are bad Princes, and writing againft them is
fometimes writing in fupport and in the interefts of the
Public and of the People—No fuch plea or propofition is
ever fuffered. It would on the contrary be an additional
crime even to make or to offer it.—But does any one, by
reprefenting a body, acquire more prerogatives than belong
to that body itfelf, or are the Public more affeted through
a third perfon than immediately in themfelves !—Yes, juit
fo. Say a word againft a Prince, and beware of infor-
mations, indiftments, fines, prifons, fcaffolds and gibbets.
"Thefe are the firongeft arguments in the world, and I never
knew any man get the better in difputing with them. But
abufe a people from morning till night,] and every one
knows that the rule and the law is, let them mend their
mapners, if it is true ; let them defpife it, and leave it to

fall on the author, if itis not~I am at the feet of Galr;xa;-
e,



( 56 )

Fel, T defire only to learn, I fhall not contradi&t the doc.
trine concerning a Prince, and [ fubfcribe heartily to that
abouta pecple.  Should thefe commonwealths of :America
ever become as ftrong and independant as they are now
weazk and dependant, and fhould they in their greatnefs
and glory remember a word of the humbleft aad meaneft,
but not the leaft fincere or the ieaft difinterefted of their
friends and advocates, it will be never to employ force
and power againft reafon and argument; to leave thofe
* inftruments to fuch as chufe to make ufe of them, but to
believe truth to be ever the real intereft of the People and
the Public, and that no other incenfe c¢r facrifice fhould
ever be offered at the altars of that Geddefs; but the pure
oblation of a freedom of thinking, fpeaking, and writing.
But here it cannot well fail to be obferved, that fhould
thefe people, whofe diftreffes are now pleaded, ever come
to be mafters both of themfelves and of others, to be
glutted with power and riches, that they will certainly run
the race of the reft of mankind, and learn i their turn
tyranny and injuftice, as their betters Jand their predecef-
fors have done before them—I anfwer, no man perhaps
believes this more than myfelf; however that is not now
the cafe. But it is hoped, that neither will there in that
day be wanting fome honeft man, who will endeavour to
make them blufh at fuch a condu®, if he fhall not be able
to difluade and divert them from it. However I would
willingly in my turn now afk, whether this laft obfervation
is alfo local and confined to' America, or whether it extends -
itfelf likewife to Great Britain ?

It is not reafon and argument ; it is this locality which
opcrates on the prefent occafion. It is this .only that
makes many men eafy and indifferent in the cafe about
right and wrong, juftice and injuftice. Were my country-
men now in England dipped once in the river Delaware,
1 dare fay, that it would make an almoft miraculous
change in their opinions, If fome, who might be named,
were tranfpofedinto Affembly Men, they would perhaps be
as ready to repeal certain late laws as ever they were to pafs
them. However, I will not go back again to topicks,
which feem fufficient to awake thie moft lethargic Englili-
man out of his foundeft fleep ; but I defire to put a cafe
relating to this locality itfelf and its powers and effeéts.

At the beginning of the laft century, there lived a
gentleman of the name of Fawkes. He hired a houfe and
fome cellars, and other apartments in Weftminfter, We

will



( 57 )

il fuppofe that he had a leafe of them ; a leafe is for the
time as good as a purchafe ; it might not indeed be ftamp-
ed, but ftamps were not then in fafhion, it was good with-
out. He bought fome gunpowder. It is to be believed,
that he paid honeftly for it. - He could perhaps have pro-
duced a'receipt forit. He placed it in the cellars or other
apartments hired by him. He had indeed a mind to amufe
himfelf with blowing up thé Legiflature of Great Britain..
He met with his reward. But fuppofe that he and Garnet
and the reft of their affociates, inftead’ of, falling into the
hands of an Englifh Jury, had been tried at Rome before
the Confiftory Court or any other Conrt there, they would
no doubt have found an advocate. That is no other than
the duty of the profefion. Iwill not take upon meto fay,
whether he would in this cafe have flourifhed about private
property, trefpafs of forcible entry ; but whatever turn the
Italian council had thought proper to give the caufe of his
clients, has any one ferioufly the leaft doubt biit that they
would have been cleared and acquitted, and, probably by
. the Court of Rome itfelf, in good time preferred and pro-
moted. As it happened, dothing remained for them but
_the honour of Martyrdom, which however fome of them
are faid to have attained. So much can a difference of
climate do, and fuch force have prejudice, prepofleffion
and locality. But Garnet and Fawkes and their friends
were fools, Jefwits as fome of them were. They did not
-underftand their trade. ' A certain northern Prince of our
-time, and perhaps fome others, have found better ways of
blowing up Legiflatures than with gunpowder, which do
not make a quarter of the crack and combuftion, but
which are ten times more effettual. )

But our colonies might be well enough, were it not for
Dr. Franklin, who has, with a brand lighted from the
¢louds, fet fire to all America—No Governments care ever
to acknowledge the people to be fairly againft them. For
whatever may be the .cafe with the opinions of the multi-
tude in abftrufe and refined matters, which but little con-
cern them, nor do they much trouble themfelves about 5
yet the end, and theref{re the touchftone and trial,’ of a.ll
Government being their welfare and happinefs, there is
hardly commion modefty in affe@ing to defpife and refufe
their fenfe concerning their own good and evil, t}.lelr own
feelings, benefits or fufferings. It is in thefe things that
the voice of the People is faid to approach that of their
. H Maker.
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Maker. ‘The fycophants of Minifters endeavour thereforé
to throw on the artifice and influence of individuals all
difcontent or diffatisfation of the Public. Mr. Wilkes
moves England, and Dr. F ranklin America ; as if we had
here no feeling, but through the firlt, and they had there
neither eyes or ears but by the latter. It were happy for
mankind, if Adminiftrations procured their own votes and
‘majorities with as much fairnefs as the voice of the People
is commonly obtained. I wonder, whether we fhould then
have ever heard of any government in Europe indebted in
the fum of a hundred and forty millions fterling; or be at
this moment under the alarm of a parent ftate attacking its
own colonies, or ofa great empire fetting at work its fleets
and armies only tothrow the parts of itfelf into mifchief
and confufion. It is idle and childifh to be crying out
againft this or that private perfon. The truth is, that
whenever governments heap up combuftibles, there will al-
ways be found a hand to put the match to them, or thefe
would heat and fire of themfelves if there were not.

Butis not Mr. W.’s Phillippick againft the Doétor a ca-
pital performance ?—1I am fure thatI have not the leaft in-
clination to depeciate the ingenuity of that learned Gen-
tleman, whofé argument I have been making fo free with.
But the being charmed with fpruce expreffions or a fmart-
nefs of inve€tive, where thé fubje® makes againft the privi-
leges or the liberti¢s of a People, what is it better than if
parcel of prifoners or of galley flaves were fo abjett as to
take a pleafure in the rattling, or, as it were in the mufic of
their own chains. _

I am drawipg towards an end of my ¢areer. However I
will fay fomething to the Americans themfelves. Iobferve
them to charge fometimes on the Britifh fubjets in gene-
ral the meafures with which they are aggrieved. Herein
they do us wrong. I may venture to affirm, that there
would not be hurt the hair of the head of an Americany
were it to be voted by all our country. Every one muft re-
member the univerfal fatisfattion produced by the repeal of
the Stamp A&, and it would no doubt be the fame again
were the prefent meafures difcharged and remitted. But it
often happens, that Reprefentatives and their Conftituents
are in the moft effential and the moft important points di-
rectly and diametrically oppofite to one another. I do not
pretend to account for this. Itis a fatality. But the
Americans fhould confider, that two different parts ofa
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country may be opprefled by one and the fame hand, Ad-
miniftrations have been {quandering and running usindebg
at home, until our whole fubftance is wafted and confumed.
It may now be coming to their turn. But procul a Fowe,
procul a fulming. Great Britain is firft brodght to its ex-
tremity. Let any of our dependancies compare their bur-
thens with ours, and then complain of the nation, if they
fhall find that ours are the lighter. I do not mean to make
a merit of this; but let them fuppofe the fame ftrong hand
to be upon ys both, when they fhall have been convinced
how little we are in this refpeét to be envied.

1 am unwilling to take my leave witheut faying likewife

one word to my Countrymen of England. It is not only
" riches and power, men and money, which the centre of
government receives from the detached parts of its domi-
nions, but likewife credit and honour in the world. 'The
Scotch and the Irith are as good men as any in Europe.
"This is well known wherever they {eek fervice and efta-
blifhments, and the which they are left to do in more parts
than js for the benefit of Great Britain. Qur Country-
men of America have not yet fo figured in our quarter of
the globe; butit is hardly a compliment to place them
clearly at the head of their own, the offspring of all other
people there included. If there are any fpoiled children
of our national family, it muft be the Englith themfelves ;
unlefs that richesand luxury mend the manners of men,
But neverthelefs being fo the feat of Empire, and all com-
mands iffuing from our capital, and our name being for-
ward, the aétions, the merits, the figure, the reputation
and the glory of all our Countrymen whatfoever and
wherefoever do exceedingly redound to us, and to the cre-
dit of England and of Englifhmen. There is another
circumftance, which none of us can obferve but with fatif-
fa&ion. Imean, that wefeem to be, as individuals, on
as fair terms with the other parts of.our nation as they with
one another; that the name of Englifhman is as acceptable,
and will go with them as far as that of any other of the
appellations into which we are divided. Whether this 1s
our defert, or a confequence of the fame caufe, 1 will not
fay; butit is what muft give us pleafure. Ia return for
thefe things, they defire no more than a juft fenfe and ac-
knowledgment of them. Whether we do make this re-
turn, whether thefe circumftances have always the weight
with us which they merit,HEngliihmel} will beft determi}:c
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iy examinirg into their own breafts. But this we may be
aJured of, that the good will, affeltion and attachment of
our Countryraen fpread throughout our common Empire,
will be our firmeft firength and fecurity, if it fhall be our
lot to continue in our prefent fplendor and profperity ; as
likewife that the fame cannot but be our beft fupport and
afliftance, wherewith to weather the ftorms of fate and for-
. tune, if Heaven fhall on the contrary have any reverfe, or
times of difficulty and diftrefz, in flore for us.

I have now finifhed, unlefs it may be a few words with
refpe& to the Author himfelf. He hopes, that fhould in
the warmth of writing any inadvertencies or inaccuracies
have fallen from him, that they will be readily overlook-
ed; heis perfuaded, that there are none fuch as afleét his ar-
gument. He haswrote with freedom, but he trufts without
offence; he has no perfonal vigws whatfoever in any thing,
that he has advanced or offered; he has no intereft in any
diftant part of the Britifh dominidns, reitherin Scotland,
Ireland or America; he has neither trade or traffick with
them, nor a foot of land in any of them. His concerns,
his property, his family, his friendfhips, his affeftions,
every thing moft dear to him centre in South Britain. He
has no intercourfe or connexion with any man, that either
is, or that ever was, or who to the beft of his knowledge
defires to be a Minifter. - Heis totally indifferent who fhall
be at the head of our affairs, any otherwife than as the
Public may be concerned in it. He would not perhaps in
his humble fituation accept of any place or poft, high or
low, which the King has to confer, greatand powerful as he
is, he withes only that thefe fheets may be read, as they are
written, with the pureft and the moft difinterefted inten-
tions for the good, the greatnefs and the profperity of our
whole empire, for the union, harmony and prefervation of
all its parts, and for the particular intereft, fafety, peace,
welfare and happinefs of England.

April 17, 1774.

FINTIS
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