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CON SIP ERA T ION S, &c. 

N Oone knows how far every perf on in Britain may 
be interefied in the event 6f the meafures now car­
rying on with refpeCt to our colonies in North 

Ame'rica. This feems to entitle any man, on account of 
his own flake therein, to fpeak his fentiments on the fub­
jeCt. The concern of the community gives to them like­
wife, for their better fecurity, a claim that every opinion 
,may be offered for confideration. Thefe things refult from 
the nature of a free fociety, and particularly from the con­
ftitution of Great Britain, where the people chufe one part 
,of the legiflature, and where every man is fuppofed to have 
ultimately a !hare in the government of his country. 

One point in difpute, between us and the Americans, is 
the right of taxing them here at ~ome. This may be faid 
to concern the power of our parhament. But fa does eve­
ry general propofition of right and wrong. When any 
thing is affirmed to be unjufi, does not it conclude, and is 
it not almoft fynonimou; to the faying, that a law made to 
e:1force it would be fa too, and beyond the proper power 
of a 1egillature? Vengeance and puniiliment do, in the 
,Courfe of things, alluredl)" purfue il:ates and nations for 
their oppreffion and injuHice; againil: the commiffion of 
which it is beyond qlleil:ion the right of every member of 
the community to warn the reil:. 
, I f'ly it with fllbmiffion, but the power of the parliament 
is the right of the public. The particular members of that 
moll refpeB:able body are, in the il:atutes enaCted by them, 
no more perfonally intere!{ed than the reil: of their country­
rncn. Thefe p:lfs through their hands, but be~ng fo pa/f­
eJ, they are themfelve'i bound to obey them in common 
with other:;. They are indeed our trullees and guardians 
in that high office, but they wiiI, on that account, be the 
more inclined, that every fiep taken, or to be taken by 
them, fnould be full)' and carefully examineJ, like all 
olher hone!!: men earnell for the· intcreit of thofe whofe 
«;:~nce':1S are committed to dl~ir care. A 
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. A Conlideration of the meafures now propofea may 

likewife pcllibly 'lead towards fome nice ;:nd delic"~e con~ 
jectures or circumfl.mces.' whether of the. pIefent t;me (~r 
,of that to come. But It need not be fld, that the wrr~ 
ter only finds the one, and guefies at the ether; they depend 
on an author mLlch higher than Princes or their minilters~ 
but who is pleafed to fu.f[ff the ,,[tirns of thefe to have 
moft elfential dfects in the pre;c:ucing thcm. What can 
then be a more lit me:ms to induce" ":ue rdieCtion on Ot;r 
p1'oceedinl"s, and to infurc from thcm a deiirable fuccef~, 
than to la'); bdc:.re the public, or the g'Jvernors of it, fume 
polliale confequences Clf theu (enduel ? 
- We have not far to f~e!~ for the cau[e of the prefent fi­
tuation of things between the ·ffiDther country and our co ~ 
lonies of North America; of the Ofp01!Fion and difturb­
ances on the one hand, and of the vioient laws, motions 
and preparations, on the other. The~e all undoubtedly 
pr.:>ceed from OLlr having ta\eJ thofe colonies without their' 
confent. !.ifedion .nd IInion obtained between us before; 
animoftty and oppofition fucceeded in their ftead, as loon 
as taxation w"s attempted; however peace and (ati.faction 
were on our flaying our hands again rdlored. \\' e are now 
O"Le more come back to the charge, and the fpirit of dif­
coni fetms likewile returned feven times fuonger th:ln it 
was before. Other broils and contdl:s may, and many no 
doubt will, arife from (r.is caufe 1h uld it proceed; but 
~;l~S ~s the ~rigin, . the /p:ing an~ the fource. The rigl~t 
HkLr of. th1s r:le~faj'e 1S m q uelhon, as well as the expedl~ 
c.ney of It ; . I. wiil therefore prefume to fay iomething to 
ttat P[{)p·)j:tF:n. 

The inhabitants If our clonies in North Amaica are 
fuppOled t·) conlill of abollt two millions cf p~·rfons. They 
cccupy ~d p( ficf a very e;xten[lve teri"ltorv, r:.uch larQ'cr 
than G,ea 1>ri'a'l1. They ~:re not ther.ldvcs tl,~ origi;al 
.rfuple of t~le. COllDtry, but they now fiand in theil' place. 
I hey k ... ~' In general been b,.rn and bred there, ho· .. :.-ever 
tl!:J rccci':e likewife }cnly fr.:l'r. other places many, who 
~l1X thtmie:\~~ s \\ ith tr.::m. They h::\'e di\ icl.ed themfelveS 
111to fevc,rd ulfferer.t :;onr:lmcnts. Thrv have, ~cc(jrding 
to certain rul~s, or !,'\,~. agl eui upon am'ong them, allotted 
every man hiS o~p.. 'Ihey have ftlled the lurei':,; they 
!"ve cleare~ and tIlled the land; they have pl::nted it, they 
]:;.: e ('''!,n it, they h~ve G.ocked it with cattle; they have 
pullt th~I;'.,,_,\ '-S houi05; they h;;::e entcreG into e~;change 

and 
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~nd comm,erce; they have fpared and faved fol' a futun: 
day, or for their families; they have by many and varioui 
means acquired many ~nd various fGrts \,1' property; they are 
by nature entitled to welfare and happinefs, and to feep:. ar:d 
purfue thofe blefiings, by all the methods not atten'ded witk 
fraud or violence towards others, which they JhaU conceive 
and believe, the moft: probable to procure orenfuretJ}em; they 
have, for that end, aright to freedom in their governments, 
and to fecurity in their perfons and properties. None are 
warranted to deprive or difpolrds them of thefe things; 
fh6uld, on the contrary, one man, or a body of men, advance 
any claim, which tended to enllave :JJI the perfons, or to un­
fettle all the property of this great community, to di\'cil: 
them of every thing, which they roffef:;, and to k:J.Vf,: them 
nothing, which they could call their own of all, t;lat they 
have thus inherited, earned, or acquired; the veryenor­
mity, the evil and unnatural ccnfequences of filCh a propo­
fition, would of themfelves fufficiently fhew its ,:Lbfurdity, 
weaknefs, ~nd unreafonablenefs. 

Thefe are a'll either primary, elrential, inherent rights 
of hlUIlan 'nature, er fuch as do, with refpea to perfons in 
the utuation before defcribed, neceffarily flow and follow 
from them. Thofe were conferred upon them by the 1.' reat 
Author ofth~ir being, when he was pleafC'd to endow them 
with the faculties of men, with the percepticll of good and 
evil, with the meaUS' of felf-prefcrvation and lClf-dtfencc. 
with the organs of reafon anu of fpeech, and with a capa­
city to alrociate themfelves for their mutual proteCtion and 
fupport. They are common to all mankind; .they fublift 
at all times~ in all regions and all climates; III Turkey. 
in Spain, in France. in Old England and in N.'v., in 
Europe and in America; whenever and wherever a num­
ber of men are found to be th~ objetls of them. I do not 
mean t'hat they are in all ~hefe places always, or at this tim::, 
poueC"ed and enjoyed as they ought to be. But they ale 
to anfwer for that, who do fo commonly employ to the en­
flavincr and oppreffing of mankind the powers, which thefe 
intruft only for their protetlion an,{ dden':.l'. IIowev~r 
this is only abufe, violence and injuitice ; the right, never­
thelefs, fubli!b and remains. 

It is not, on this fut~etl, nece!rary to enter into a len::; 
and minute detail of reaioniflg. T~e[e principles a.re wir', 
us common and public; they are f,_~l'.nded on the good, the 
welfare, ax:d t:U! happinefs of !M.I.!:ind. They were the 
I. •. , . , rrin-
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principlrs of our anceftors, ef our grandfathers, an~ ci o~r 
bthers. They may, perhaps, not be at prefent m theIr 
full vigour. However, I trull: that they are not yet fo 
worn out, or loft from among us, but that they ftill remain 
the principles of the nation. They are, to defcribe them 
by a word well known in our language, the principles ?f 
Whigs; whereby I do not, however, mean of certam 
modern Whigs, who feem more fond of the word than of 
any thing belonging to the ~ha~acter; who have, perhaps 
at one time or other of theIr ltves, counteracted all the 
meafures, and contradicted all the principles, that ever did 
an honour to the name; but I mean of Whigs before the 
Revolution, and at the time of it. I mean the principles 
which fuch men as Mr. Locke, Lora Molefworth, and Mr. 
Trenchard, maintained with their Pens; Mr. Hampden, 
and Lord John Ruffel with their blood; and Mr. Alger­
non Sydney iVith both. Names which muft, furely by all 
Englifhmen, ever be revered as thofe of fome of the firft 
among men. But let me add, that they are not only the 
principles of fpeculative ftudents in their dofets, or of 
great but unfortunate men, whom their ~eal and virtue 
have led to martyrdom for the liberties of their country. 
and the welfare of map-kind; but that they are likewife the 
real principles of our prefent actual Government, the prin­
ciples of the Revolutiop, and thofe on which are eftablilhed 
the throne of the King, and the fettlement of the Illuftrious 
Family now reigning over us. ,., . • 

On the fame principles reft both in general m,any rights 
of'the Americans, and in particular the right now before 
us_ Thefe are hereby involved and intervoven with our 
highe!l: and mort facred concerns; we cannot lift up our 
hands to take them away without forfeiting our national 
charaCter, \vithout renouncing the tenets and maxims 
,,,hereon we have, on our moIl: important and critical oc­
cauons. e\'er atled as a people; arid WIthout declaring that 
we clai~ a right to reftll and op.pcfe all thore who opprefs 
us oUT./,:h-es, and, at the fame tlme, to trample upon and 
tyrannIle over all othl'!rs, where we hope that we have the 
power t,o do it with'irnpunity. 

But It may be faid 'that thefe are, indeed in themfelves, 
very ~rue and commendable opinions; but that they are 
kere tnt~o~uced on fubjeRs not worthy of them, a duty of 
a few l1ulbngs upon fame forts of paper or parchment, and 
of a few pence upon a pound of tea. Ltt us. thert:fol'c, mere 

- pa~ 
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particularly confider the n:lture of the claim, and preten4 
:lion in quellion. Suppofe then one perft.n to have in his 
pocket an hundred pounds, but another to have the right 
to take it from him, and to pl1t it into his olVn pocket, or 
to do with it what he pleafes; to whom does that money 
belong? This needs 110 anfwer. Suppofe the fum to be 
a thoufand, or ten thoufand pounds? That makes no 
difference. Suppofe one perfon to have a right to demand 
of another not only one certain fum, or what he ha~ about 
him, but as much as he pleafes, and as often? This goes 
to the all of that other. But fuppofe not one lingle perf on 
only to be fubjeCt to fuch demands from onf: other, but a 
number of men, a colony Or any other community, to be 
fo fubjeCt to the demands of fome other fxiety. What 
then? Why, then that will go in like manner to their all. 
This feems to be fo evident, that whoever 1ha11 multiply 
words on the fubject, will hardly do it tor the fake of being 
convinced. 

But is this cafe that of the Americans; for it is faid tlmt 
the money raifed on them is to be employed for their own 
benefit, in their civil fervice, or miliury dtfence? Let me 
aik then, Who are in their cafe to determine, whether any 
money is at all wanted for fuch purpo[es; they who pay 
it, or they who take it! They who take it. Who are to 
determine the quantity wanted? They who take it. Who 
are to determine how often it is wanted? They who 
take it. Who are to determine whethn it is really laid 
oat in the purpofes pretended? They wI}) t;lke it. Sup­
pofe the Americans ihould be of opinion, or declare, that the 
money fo rai[ed is u[ed not for their advantage, but the con­
trary; is that a bar to the railing? No.. Suppo[e them to 
complain, that the money, pretended to be laid out in their 
civil fervice, is given to corrupt their Governors ar Judges; 
is that a bar to the railing? No. Suppofe them to lignify, 
that the money aliedged to be ufed in their military defence 
is employed in paying troops to enflave them, and which 
they had rather be without; is that a bar to the railing? No. 
Wherein then does this differ from will and pleafure in 
ihe moil: abfolute fenfe. 

This claim alfeCts, therefore, moil: clearly the all of the 
Americans. Two millions of people, fubjeCt to no lefs than 
twelve different Governments, and inAabiting, poffeffing, 
and being mail:ers of a country exceedingly larger than that 
~f thafe, who make the claim, or in whofe name it is made, 

hav~ 
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nave on this ground no property at all, llothing which t"hey 
call truly call their own, nothing but what may at any time 
be demanded of them, but what they may be deprived of 
without and againft their will and confent. It cannot, 
therefore, furely be a queftion whether or no this is a mat. 
ter of fuch a magnitude as to deferve the moll ferious dif­
cuilion. But it might here be without further words left 
to every man's determination, whether this is on the one 
hand ;;t reafonable ground~ whereon t 1 put into confuuon 
all the parts of the Britilh empire, or to throw the mother 
country. and h'er North American colonies, into the moft 
deadly feuds; and, in all appearance, a civil war with one 
another; or whether it is not, on the other hand, a propoution' 
inconfil1ent with the elfentiallaws of nature, fubveruve of 
the firll: and inherent rights of humanity, and contrary to 
the principles whereon our forefathers defended, and under 
the f;IllCtion of which they have, through fo many civil wars, 
and with the depofltion, banilhment and change of fo ma­
ny Princes, delivered down to us the rig!us and properties. 
which Englilhmen now enjoy. 

But it is, in this difpute, very often reprefented that & 

total and abfolute dependance on the Britilh Parliament, 
without any exception whatfoever, either with regard to 
taxes or any other, is liberty itfelf; it is Britilh liberty, 
which is the beft of liberty. I anfwer, who fays otherwife 
in the cafe of us, who chufe that Parliament; but that im 
fome other cafes, this pofition may perhaps be more liable 
t.} queftion. Our North American colonies are, as to theIr 
intern:!! conftitution, a very free pecple; as free as the Ve­
netiam, the Dutch or the Swifs, or perhaps more fo than 
any of them. This proceeds from their Atfemblies being 
not only the nominal, but the real, Reprefentatives of thofe 
whom they govern. Thefe are elected fairly, fully and 
of tell. In thefe Alfemblies their liberty contiil:s, and it is 
certainly true and genuine. But change the kene a little; 
let anyone Colony be taxed and governed not by their 
own but by the alfembly of another ; what is tIlen become 
of this their genuine liberty? It is gone and loft with their 
OW? Alfembly. Let all the Colonies be fo fubjected to the 
AlIemblyof fome one among them. That will not mend 
the matter. Let lIS ta~e a larger fcale. - Suppofe th~s 
power over them be lodge .. in the Parliament of Ireland. 
\': c are never the nearer. Let us come towards homt. 
Were the kingdom of heland under the taxation and di-

reCtion 
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'Teftion of the Britifh Parliament would they then thiuJ<i 
lhemfelves to be very free? For an anfwer to this qU'eJl:ion 
; nq u:r~ of on~ of that country. Place then the Irifh under 
one of the Alfernblies before mentioned. They wauld be 
ret further from home, and it might not be better with 
them. Let us take our own turn. Suppofe Great Britain. 
on the lik:e conditions, under the Parliament of IrelaRd,; 
God forbid. I think that I have but one more point, be­
fore that I am at an end of my combination. Place over our 
heads, with all thefe powers in their full force, the Afiembly 
ofMalTachufetts Bay, what then? I fancy that we fhould 
fOJn change a certam tune, ::.nd fing another fong, than 
what we do now: Let me then moft ferioully queftion any 
man, from whofe breaft all candour and jullice are not to-' 
tally bani!hed, where i~ as to liberty or property the diffe­
rem:e between any of the cafes no,1/ fuppofed, and that ori .. 
ginal one which has given occalion to them. I fpeak this 
no otherwife than with the utmoft re',erence and ref pea 
towards our own legiilature; btltare we to conceive, or 
would it be a compliment to them, or does 'anyone mean 
to fay that they are not men, or that ,they are to be except­
ed and exempted from the reafons and the rules which ob .. 
tain and take place in the c.Ie of all the ·reftof mankind! 

One of the long robe may perhaps demand the exaa time 
when thefe rights begin in riting and growingftates to take 
place, and how many years, months artd days 'a colony 
muft be lirft fettled. I may venture to_promife to refolve 
fuch an one; when he !hall tell me in how many 'years~ 
months and days an oaken ,plant ,grows to be -an oaken 
tree, or a boy becomes a man; whi<zh feem tel -be tWOJ 
much eafier queftions. The boundaries are fe/dom nicely 
diil:~nguifhable, whete nature proceeds 'With an even and 
conftant hand. - But it is not difficult to anfwCll', that the 
e.vent has already taken place, whQn near t'Wo milli'Jns 
of people are in full and peaceablepoffeffion of futh a 
country as is occupied by(our North American colon.ies. 

It may likewife be a!ked, whetherthefe laws are appli­
cable to all cafes of private property be~ween man and 
man. But the full refolution of this queftion might de" 
lJI.and a Spani!hcafuifl:, or a book as big as a volume of 

, our ftatutes at large. Any man, may for me amu1e himfelf' 
with trying the -thles of nations to the territories and po{:. 
feffions, ~hich, they fill, enjoy and inhabit, as he would 
do thofe between man and man about a b.oufe and garden t 

B and 
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and {bould the procefs in the fiia cafe laft as long in pro;..' 
portion, as one does in the latter before fome Courts of' 
Jutlice in Europe, the defendants need not perhaps deflre 
a longer or furer poffeffion. 

But may not thefe principles go far, if carried to the 
extent i That is indeed a very feriolls queftion, and per­
haps well worthy of confideration. Our colonies are 
content that we {bould at our pleafure regulate their trade; 
provided that what we do is bona fide, really, truly and 
iincerely for that purpofe, and that only; but they deny 
that we fhan tax them. They affent and agree to the firft; 
but they abfolutely refufe the laft. Thefe two different 
points do likewife not ftand on the fame foundation; they 
have to the one fubmitted ever fince their origin; it has 
been. corroborated by their perpetual and con1tant confent 
and acquiefcence; the other is a novelty, againft'which 
they have, from its firft attempt, moft ftrongly protefted 
:\nd aaed. Why cannot we therefore content us with the 
line drawn by themfelves, and with the prefent eftablifhment, 
from which we receive fIlCh prodigious benefit and advan­
tage now arifing and yearly increafing? But may not they 
in time extend their objeaions to this alfo? The courfe of 
things, and the flux of years, will certainly produce very 
many things more extraordinary than that.. All the whole 
of our col nies muft no doubt, one day without force or 
violence, fall off from the parent ftate, like ripe fruit in 
the matarity of time. The ear,h itfelf having had a be­
ginning, cannot but decay likewife, pars away, and have 
an end. But why fhould we be over curious about objeas 
pe"rhaps very far remote, and difturb ourfelves about a 
futurity which does not affea· us, and the diftance of 
which we do not know. Why {bould we fuake the fruit 
~mripe from the tree, becal1fe it will of courfe drop off, 
when it fhall be ripll. Every time has its own circum­
fiances, according to .which the events of it muft be pro­
vided for when they happen. That cannot now be done. 
New and unreafonable demands, injuftice, oppreffion, vi­
olence on our parts, will forw2.l'd and haften thefe events 
even before their time; let us withhold our hands fro~ 
thefe things; we have never yet had reafon to boaft Our;' 
felves of fuch expedients nor, let me add, ever to repent 
us of the contrary condua. 

There a~e no doubt in allgovemments many moft im­
portant pomts unfettled and andetermined; fuch in par­

ticular 
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ticular as relate to the limits between the power of the 
Sovereign, and the obedience of the Subject This mufi: 
always be the cafe between Kings and their People, prin­
cipal ftates and their dependencies, Mother Countries and 
their Colonies. It is very much the part of every pru­
dent ruler. whether .the lirft MiniHer of a Prince, or any 
other, to avoid with the utmoft care and folicitude all mea­
Cures, which may pollibly bring any fuch critical circum­
frances into public debate and difpute. It is always a bad 
fign when fuch contefts arife; they cannot do fo without 
the diforder of the whole, but they are to the Sovereign 
in particular ~ver dangerous, and oftGn fatal. They may 
perhaps be compared to gunpowder, than whofe grain 
nothing is more harmlefs, while it is at rell; but let it be 
put intQattion, and it will make the wildeft ravages all •.• 
around, or overthrow the ftrongef~ bulwarks and fortin­
cati003. 

To how many of thefe queftions did our Charles the 
Firft give, in his time, rife or occallon, and how dearly 
did he abide it! How many points of thi~ fort are unde­
termined between Great Britain and Ireland, which are 
ROW to our mutual happinefo entirely dormant; but which, 
frarted and purfued With obftinac;y and eagernefs, might 
make one or both of the illands run with blood. They 
need perhaps be no further looked for, than certain doc­
trines formerly advanced by Mr. Molyneux on the one 
hand, ~nd the law of Poinings on the other. But it haa 
pleafed Providence to fhelter us hitherto from this mifchief. 
It is not now perh~ps many months finee we did not ·want 
an opportunity to have engaged in one fuch. The altera­
tions ofa late bill from that country were only acciden­
t.11. But does anyone doubt whether fome forward man 
might not have been f,lUnd, who would on occafion have 
furnifhed reafons, better or worfe, to maintain the right 
of making them. But how much more prudent was our 
condua! If peace and harmony are taen fo beneficial 
and defirable bt:tween Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the meafures producing or infuring them good, upright 
and wife; why do the1e things fo ,!-lter their nature, when 
they are applied ~o America? . 

The pretent acc)Jried q-ueftion between us and our colo­
nies how 100~g was it unknown or unthought of! Who 
heard of itfrom the firft rife of thofe fettlemcllts, untila very 
few· years a~o; that a fatal attempt fQr\;ed it into notice 
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.and importance. But it is ~o\v already fetting at wor~ 
fleets and armies; it threatens the copf"Jiion and perhaps 
the deftruttion of both countries, and but too probably 
of one of them, although God enly k.nows whether the 
,calamity will tall on .that Lt the two whl~h many men may. 
now imagine and beheve to be the moft 10 'dang~r. 

This point is not alone. There are other quefhons of the 
fame forti concerning which no man pow dilturbs himfelf; 
but which, flirred and fl:arted by new demands, or any 
other means, might, in like manner, band againft one 
another Great Britain and its Colonies. Princes and States 
never do better than when their claims are not fathomed, 
nor, if I may. ufe the expreffion, the bottom ~f them over 
curioufly founded and examined. The terms of munici­
pal laws ufually favour the Sovereign. They are often 
framed or drawn by his creatures or dependants. The 

law of nature is more commonly in fupport of the people 
and the public. It is the production of him who fees with 
an equal eye, Prince and SubjeCl, High and Low, Euro­
pean'and American. God forbid that two fuch parts of \ 
the Britifh empire, as the mother country and her colo­
nies, fhould, iJ;l our times, divide arid contend againft one 
another on the fa,nClion of thefe two different laws, which 
ought, in every !late, to be conH:antly blended and united, 
and which ~all never, without its utter diforder and con­
fufion, be made to ftrike and to clafu againft each other. 
Whenever that f'nall h<lppen, let us be affured that we arc 
running upon a rock, whereon we cannot but make lhip­
wreck. 

I have hitherto, on the law of n3.ture and the common • 
rights of humanity, confide red the claim of the Americans 
p~t to be here in England taxed by us, againft their own 
wdl and confent. It refts. firmly on that foundation; but 
I do not mean to fay that It refts on that only. Could thi$ 
be removed, there would yet remain another on which it 
would neverthelefs /land fure and unfhaken ; ,I mean that 
of the Special Conftitu~ion of Great-Britain, which does 
herei.1l ~oft ju1Uy an~ wifely coincide with the general 
confhtutl?~ of huma':lty, and .require that the property of 
no man hVlpg under its proteCllOn fhould, without his con­
fent b~ himfclf or reprefentative, be taken from him 'or, 
accordmg to the language of the times, that reprefent~tion 
iJlollld go along with ta."I:ation. 

But 
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But this argument has particularly been in the hands of 

the hrft men of our times. They have fet it in its full 
light, and their authority has recommended it to the at­
tention of their country. It is well known and well under­
flood, and I am perluaded that it is unanf.verable. But I 
bear more refpett both to thofe perions and to the public, 
than to go over it ag~in fo much to its diladvant:tge. I 
will therefore beg leave only to aIfume this reafon, and to 
join it to my former; when the right of the American~ 
will frand on this double foundation of the general law of 
nature, and of the particular conftitution of Great Britain. 

However it has been faid, that the Americans are in 
OUr Parliament virtually reprefented. How that thollid be 
when they are not really 10, I thallieave to be explaine4 
by thofe who advance it. But God forbid that the condi­
tion of Britith fubjeds £hould ever be fuch, as for a whole 
people of tnem to be in danger of being ftripped of all 
their properties, only by the logick of fuch an unmeaning 
word or diftinaion as that is. 

But what are the exad bounds and limits of real repre­
{entation? I will excufe myfelf from entering into that 
queition. But will an American fcruple to fay, that if, in 
any future time, things Jhould here at home be from their 
pr~fent ftate fo far changed, and the conititution of Great 
.ilntam fo loft, that a great majority of its reprefentativ:es 
fual! be named by a' handful of needy men; that they 
£hall, moft evidently and moft notorioufly, be both chofen 
by a corrupt and und\l.e influence, and be afterwards 
guided and governed by the fame, will he not fay, that it 
may, at that diftant day, better become fucn a mock Re­
prefentative to prove their own right of taxing Britain, 
than to pretend to tax America? 

So mlJch for confent ,and re.{lrefentation. But there is 
another ground, whereon the Americans likewife rdy, 
which is that of their own provincial charters: I JhaU 
leave the particulars of this fubjed tG themfelves, who are 
bell: acquainted with them. However I will i~ general 
fay, that thefe charters are, no ~oubt, in aid and afiiftance 
of the two fandions before mentioned, very properly 
brought for the Jhorte~ing aqd filencing of difputell and 
elebates, by the produciDg the efpecial authority of go­
vernment. But they mllft be interpreted by thofe before 
mentioned, and confiftently with them; that is by the 
(nunici/ai as well as 1lalural l",wi. They cannot be conf-

o trued 
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trued fo as to overturn the others. It would be the moli 
downright abfurdity, and the moft direct contradict~on-in 
jtfelf, to talk of a Grant or Patent, or Charter of Rlghts~ 
given to anyone; to take away all the rights he had ill 
thl: world; to confer on him the privilege of having no~ 
'thing of his own now, nor of being able to acquire any 
fuch thing in time to come, neither he himfelf or his de­
fcendants after him. Every thing of this kind muft be 
underftood fo as to coincide with the original, inherent 
rights of any fingle perion or community, whether as men 
or as Hritons. ' 

Charters would without doubt be, for fome purpofes, 
very effeCtual, if every thing would take place as it i~ 
written on a paper or parchment. Suppoie a parcel of 
miferable people ftarved out of their Native country, or 
perfecuted and profecuted there, becaufe they do not be­
lieve juft what fome other men do or pretend to do; that 
they cannot leave their homes without the confent of their 
perfecutors; that they muft take with them a piece of 
parchment; did their tyrants write th\lreon, that their de­
fcendants thould go upon all fours, thall be born with 
hoofs inilead of hand~, and with initinct inftead of reafOIJ. 
and the faculty of fpeech, and that thefe things would fo hap­
pen; this might to be' fure give very notable powers over 
them. They might then be yoked as horned cattle, faddlet!. 
and bridled as horfes, or fleeced and theared as fueep; the 
difference in the fpecies would naturally and necelfarily effect 
this; but nothing of ,all this will come to pafs. This fu­
ture offspring will notwithfranding he born with tile na­
ture, the qualities and the talents; and confequently with 
the claims, the rights and privileges, of men .. But fuppof~ 
thefe frrange term» to be 011 account of the abfurdity of 
them dropped, but that there are, in their fread, really 
entered on the parchment or charter fuch an arbitrary fu­
periority, fuch defpotic and uncontroulable powers and 
prerogatives. over t~efe poor people and their pofterity, ali 
are only fittmg, fUltable and analogous to the former cir­
cumfiances; will this, in right or in reafon, be a whit 
more valid than the other; or where is the fenfe or juftice 
in demanding fuch enormuus confequences, when we are 
forbidden the unnatural p~emiCes, from ~hich alone they 
can follow? . SuppoCe that It was on a paper or parchmenf 
written in fair characters; thnt the horfes and other cattle 
of the New Foreft in Hampfhire fhould have to them and 

their 
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their heir! for ever the faid foreft, and it might be ::.dded 
to hold in free foccage of the man:r of Ea£l Greenwich; 
{uppole that dents were made in the paper Or parchmc>nt, 
and a £lamp put upon it, and that it was figned fealed and 
delivered as an act and deed; what would be the eflect? It 
will be anfwered that it would be a thing to laugh at; for 
how thould brute beafts take property, who have neither 
undenlanding or capacicy or any means for that purpofe ; 
that it would be contrary to ndture for them fo to do. But 
let me demand in my turn, where ~s the difference in the 
effect, whether it is written th<>.t beafh thould become 
men, or that men fhould become beafts; that a number of 
be~fts thall be able to take and hold property or that a 
community of men thall not? The one is juft as contrary 
to nature as the other. It might indeed be a happy day 
for defpotifm, could fueh things be done; but they are 
beyond its ftrength. The great author of the world has, 
for the tranfcendent purpofes of his unfathomable wifdom, 
placed in the hearts of men~ pride, ambition, avarice and 
felf.intereft; but he has at the lame time been pleafed with 
his moft benevolent hand, and by the laws of nature and 
the;courfe of things, to fet bounds to the power of thefe 
paffions, wnich they can pafs no more than the fea can ex­
€eed its thores. 

So much for charters in general. However, I will Iike­
wife fay fomething concerning one particular charter be­
fore I leave the fubject. When the havock among char­
ters happened in England a thort time bofore the Revolu­
tion. and which contributed not a little to pro-duce that 
event, America was not fpared. About the year fix teen 
hundred eighty fuur, a quo warranto was i1fued on that 
head againft Ma1fachufetts BllY. ~ome of the colonies 
did, on the like occafion, give way and throw themfelves 
On the pleafure of the King. Malfachufetts Bay refufed 
to do this.· They were ex parte and for non-appearance 
condemned, and their charter fhared the fame fate as that 
of the city of London and fo many others. Four years 
afterwards, the Revolution happened. As foon as ever 
the news of it arrived at Bofton, the colony declared in 
favour of it. ·They took po1feffion of King James's Go­
vernor and of the reft of his creatures, and fent them all 
home to England. But then it will perhaps be faid, they 
.recovered in retur'b their charter. Is ,tnere almoft faith in 
~an to believe otherwife? Other colonies filred well 

enough, 
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Gnough, who had not withllood the will of tlle King, and 
whofe charters had not been vacated in the court of Juftice. 
'fIley did themfdves put them again in exe~utioD, and 
no words were made. Our own charters here at home were 
likewife returnel. The Colony of Maifachufetts Bay 
went on that account firft into the Convention Parliame •• t; 
bl1t there they could nut get through. It is well known 
that our Parliaments are nJt ufually ailTulved or prorogued, 
while any bUilnefs i:; depending, which there is an mcii­
nation to pafs. They had then nothing Lft but to beg 
and pray 0f the King" s Miniil:ers. But is it credible that 
they could not procure the reftoration of their charter of 
thefe Revolution Minifters, of thefe Makers and Unmak­
ers of Kings, who had fo lately been on the fame bottom 
with them, and in whofe caute the colony had fo readily 
declared itfelf, but who had now obtained their own enJs ! 
Tired out therefore with delays, and not being fure of the 
worft that might happen, they were obliged in the end 
to accept of a new charter, mutilated and cail:rated of many 
of the moft important and eifential privileges of the old. 
I lhall take notice of no other particulars, than that be~ore 
they chofe annually their own Governor, Deputy Gover­
DOr and Secretary. Th 'fe were from this time to be ap­
pointed during pleafure by the King. Of what extreme 
contequence the change in the nomination of thefe their 
three Chief Officers has proved to them, no man at all 
acq uainted with the nam~ of Maifachufetts Bay can be fo 
ignorant of their hillory, as not to be informed and fent 
fible. Hence their differences with their own GOTernors 
there, and with our Minitl:ers at home. Hence their prefent 
Military Governor, and the armies and Heets now gone or 
going againft them. Hence the ftrange provifion faid to 
be in agitation, that their blood may not be li~ble to be 
anfwered for there. They would otherwife in all appear­
ance be at this moment on thefe fubjetls in the fame fitua­
tion, as their neighbours of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, 
wit~l whofe charters their o~n agreed, until they 1~f1: it by 
their refitl:ance and oppofitlOn to the will of the two laft 
Stuarts; when the others faved theirs by giving way. 

llhall .leave mr rea~ers ~o judge,. whether it was the gooa 
or the evll can tamed In thlS poor piece of parchmen t which 
thus united againll it Stuart-Kings and Revolution-Mini­
frers. But this charter muft certainly have been granted 
under an GviI planet. if what fome people fay be true; 

that 
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th:ft it is now again under difpleafllre 'at home and on tbe 
brink 'Jf being once more reverfeJ an;! altered. But dut 
event has not on the writing of this happened. I 'am 
ther~.fon: perfed:ly perfuadeJ, tholt fuould any th'ng of that 
kind take place, It will on the cantrary be the'reltora[lOn 
of th:>le its former privileges and powers, wh;ch was Co 
unreafonably and fo Ilnjuftly denied at tne Rev:>lution. But 
Lt anyone confider this hiaory of a chart.:r and then re­
flect, whether man kind have not reafon to blc:fs themfdv<!s, 
that they hlve [.1me rights of a higner nature than char­
ters, fuperior to them and independent of them. 

But are not we the parent country? That is a very r~­
fpeaable word, but fo likewife is the relati 'n of it mutual. 
It has always hitherto had its full weight with our colonies 
of North America, and will probably continue to have, if 
we can c,ntent oUI'felves with any t:>lerahly reafcinable f::nfe 
and ufe of it. But was every mafrer and milhefs of a fa­
mily retident there the immediate fon and daughter of a 
father and mother living I)OW at this time in England; yet 
they being ~one from us, and having eftablilhed th':m­
felves and got families of their own and having acquired a 
large territory, we could by no means, even as true and real 
parents, make out any claim having fuch confequences, as 
t;lat which we advance. However the fact is very differ­
ent; they left us in former times a part of the public, as 
wdl as others; they are nnce become hardly Our coulin's 
C0ufins, and no man kq,ows how far we might mount to­
wards Adam or Noah to fettle the real relation betweeR us. 
But was tht:ir Hiftory told, as it deferves; how they have 
made thefe their great el1ablilhment& at their o.vn charge 
and with almoft no expenee of Lurs; how we have ever 
had the total command of the produoe of that immenfe 
country, fo as to regulate the CJmmerce and exportation of 
it merely according to our own advantage and conveni­
ence; that this is grown to be an object of perhaps no lefs 
than four millions frerling a year, all turned towards our 
prolit; could the extreme benelit be all fet forth, which 
we have by this means received from the lirfr found:o,;ion 
of thefe colonies to this time, and the chearfulnefs, fide .. 
lity and loyalty wherewith they have fubmitted to this; 
the lincere and warm friendfuip and affc:ai.on, which .th~y 
have ever born towards us, while we kept o~rfelves wIthm 
there bounds; the affiftanee which we have received from 
them ill war, as well as the prolits in peace j could all thefe 
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circumftance! be (with very many others fa.l'onrable t~ 
'~hem) told and repr~fented together, in their fun light, 
the ftory itfelf w0uld .pi4 fair to make thefe harfh and un~ 
merited ACts of Parliament drop out of our hands, if we 
held them at the time. However at leaft do not let us ex­
tend a figurative and metaphorical faying to the divefting 
of all their properties near upon two millions of people_ 
and make it at the fame time a warrant for ourfelves to 
hold to~ard,3 them all unjuft, rapacious and unnatural con­
duct, directly contrary to tha,t of real parents towards their 
€hildren and totally inconfiftent with the expreffion, where­
on we would ground 0llr preteRfioi:u. 

B';1t how do thefe projeCtors and promoter~ of ~axes and 
taxing hol,d. concerning Irel~nd ? Do they re,ckou that to 
ae likewife within th'e j tlTifdiCtion of their ways and mean' 
and il! the fame predicament with America? Adventurer$ 
went formerly from hence, odlers {ucceeded, more followed. 
until they were mailers of the ifland. It migh,t be added, 

, that this waii done with a much greater expence of the blood 
and treafure of ~his country than our fettleJllents in Americ~ 
ever cot! us. The Reprefent,ative ~ody of Irelaad is cal­
led a Pl!>rliament; tha~ of Asperica an Alfembly. The 
term of kingdqm obtains in one country and that of colony 
in the other. Is th~re any' charm in the found of thefe 
words which makes a difference, or would ~he author of 
,he Stamp 1).4 have gope thither alfo ;. had the people of 
America fhewn a facility to his firft att,empts with them, 
and if the Parliament of Ireland had ever made difficulties 
to kis future demands there? Doe~ anyone imagine that 
learned or other arguments ~ould have been wanting to 
maintain the reaitl!de of the one !1lcafue, any more thall 
of the other! 

But i? there any medium? Mull not we ei.ther rigoroufly 
enforc~ obedience from our colonies or at once generollfly 
declare them free and independant of all allegiance to the 
(Town of Great Britain? To whi~h I anfwer, if tllere i5 3. 

medium between Great Britain and Ireland, why may there 
.ot 'be alfo between Great Britain and North America. 
The claims of the colonies are not higher than thofe of Ire­
land. Certain rules of m'!tllal refpeCt preferved between 
,us and that neighbowring part of the King's dominions. 
keep us on the bell and happieft terms together, terms of 
~erpetual and almoft unfpeakable profit and advantage to 
;{:ngland, pees this overtu.rn t111:: conllitutioR of Great 
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~ritaln or weaken the dependancy ~n its crown, as fome 
J~nguage has been? Why Ihould not then forbearance, 
rr.oderation and regard toward. that a little more dill:ant 
flortion of our country produce in the one cafe effects con~ 
Conant and anfwerable to what the like caufes do in the 

. other! It j, moll: eviderlt, and may in general be depended 
on, th;;.t no evil confequences can happen from any condi~ 
tion or fituation between Great Blitain and her colonies, 
which does aCtually and advilntageoul1y obtain between 
Great Britain and Ireland. How was it there twenty years 
ago, before the lirft or the lafl of thefe taxes were either of 
them thought of? All was then peace; calm and content. 
The repealing the lirfl of them, the Stamp Att, did that 
do any mifchief? Not unlefs the reconciling, unitiNg and 
connecting again all the parts of our government be fuch. 
There was hardly any where to be found a man, but who 
was pleafed and bappy in the meafure; except a minill:er 
Or two at home,~ho loft their power and their places on the 
occafwn, and except a few fycophants abroad; wlm hoped to 
recommend themfelves by traducing and diflurbing thofe to 
whom they owed affiil:ance and protection, and who defired 
to liIh in troubles, which they themfdves contributed. 
greatly to create. What evil flar reigns then at this period. 
that thefe bleffings cannot now take place, as they for-
merly did? , 

I have on this fubject no mind to play with the name of 
Ireland. I prefume to introduce on the fcene and to cou~ 
pIe, as it were, with America, that country only; in order 
Co expofe the more plainly, by the inftance of the one, 
fome notions advanced concerning the other, and at the 
fame time to the utmoil: of my fmall power to recommend" 
inculcate and enforce that cautious, confiderate, brotherly 
and affectionate conduct towards each, which I am fure 
ahat they both of them moll: exceedingly well deferve, whe~ 
ther of the government or of the people of England. 

It is fometimes made a claim on the Americans, that we 
incurred on their account a great expence in the late war. 
On whofe account have we not fince the Revolution incur­
red a great expence? Our whole hill:ory from that time t() 

. this is little eIfe, but a fcene of prod;gality in the fervice 
of different People or Princes, for which no man can give 
any good reafon. However I anfwer on thi& occafion with 
the fact. We did not engage in the late war, at the re~ 
quc1l: of the Americam, nor upon any defir.e or inclina~ 
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tion of theirs. The language at the time was on the con­
trary, that the lefs concerned. the inhabitants of our colo­
nies appeared to be about the encroachments of the French, 
the more reafon we had to he jealous pn the fubjeti. I 
believe, that I may in fupport of what I am faying, ven­
ture to appeal to .thofe who are the beft acquainted with 
that period. Had it been otherwife, we fhe)lld no doubt 
have heard enough of'it. Subftantial reaCons might be 
given, that the A~ricans judged better in the cale than 

• WCl. There may be ground for us to condem.n ourfelves for 
not having confuited them more on the fubject:, than we 
d'd, bt:fore that we were fo hafty to take up the hatchet. 
However there is not the leaft pretence for charging to their 
account thi: c()nlequences of a war, which we undertook 
without any inft .. nce and application from them, and en­
tirely cf our own motion. 

But the honour of Government is c~ncC;'Ded. . That is 
certainly an unaccountable reafoning, th.ghnot perhaps 
very uucommon ; that if Government or, itlllllain Englith, . 
tJ;e l\llniltt:r and thufe about him do a thilfk which Jhall 
be wi111ed to be undone, they are therefore to p{oceed in 
the fame road and do many more fuch, until at length the 
cafe may perhaps be beyond red refs. S~ely dIe more 
credit is lolt, the deeper thaf people are plunged into mif­
chief. The welfare and happinefs of he cr fix millions 
()f mankind or more is a prodigious object:. Whoever puts 
himfelf at the helm of our State undertakes in a manner 
for that. We are aU mortal and fallible. One in fuch a 
fituation had need to march with the utmoft caution, cir­
cumfpection and foreiight; 1hould he make an unlucky 
fiep, it is his highell: duty to endeavour inftantly to retreat 
and retrieve it. A late Minifter repealed an Act: fimilar 
to the one in queftion, and that Statefman well knew what 
to do and what to avoid. In the prefent cafe a gulph i. 
before ~s, which will not admit many fteps forwards, but 
that the G.overnment and the Public "ill both go headlong. 

But theIr outrages. I prefume thefe to be an object: of 
difcourfe, as well as any other fubjeCt; how can they . 
otherwife be dilCuifed and confidered? However I fhaU. 
with :ut d~c~aring any opinion of my own, take them up 
o~ly In t~e hght, as they may appear to an American. He 
Will certaInly fay, that there receive their complexion frem 
the ~laim of the c'.llonies not to be taxed by us, and ac. 
cordingly as that fuall be grounded or not. If that is not 

well 
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wen rounded, then their whole oppofition is unlawful, -
whetha it be only concert and combillatiun, or force and 
violence. TMt the latter indeed may be productive of 
melre mitchief than the fJrmer, bOlt that they are on fuch a 
fUPt'oiition both'.f them entirely unwarrantable. I would 
in this c<lfe wiuingly {peak freely, but without offence; he 
would therefore certamly add, that iliould the Americans 
on the other hand have a real right not to be fo taxed, 
they are unci'Jubtedly intitled likewife to the nece{[ary 
means of uiing and enj)ying that right. That this is ~ 
rule of the law of nature, as well as of the law of the 
land, or rather that the latter has only fiorrowed it from t;,e 
former. I fpeak with great fllbmifiion; but he would 
with Jut doubt proceed, that the means ufed on trus occa­
fi'JIl were abfolutely thofe nece{[ary ones and no other; 
that an objefr was artfully or judicioufly chofcn for this 
tax, which is to cun1lant a part of diet or luxury, that it 
was totally impoffible to prevent the tax from taking piace, 
without hmdecing the commodity itfelf from being intro­
duced; that therefore the Americans mutt abfolutely do 
that or lofe their right; that the endeavollring to do it by 
a general concert and agreement wuuld have been no bet­
ter than building a city out of the fands of the fea; that 
thercu pon the town of Bofion did, at a fort of pu blic meet­
ing, ufe every inftance and application pollible both with 
the Captains of the tea /hips, and with the Governor, that 
the ,tea might b:= returned, untouched and undamaged as 
it came; that this WOUld have fecured their right and they 
deli red no more; that this was abfolutely refufed; that there 
was thereupon no expedIent left Lr the preferving their right 
but dellroYlng the tea; that this was without any exprels au­
thvrity of the crown done by private people, but in all ap­
pearance with the general inclination, and with the lealt ffilf­
c:lief and damage pOllible; that there was f"me tea f£lilt, but 
no blo.;d; thac this refers the whole tJ the firti and original 
quctlion of the right; that the Americans make thereon 
the fame claim, as the people of Scotland would have in 
an elfential circumftance oithe Union, or thofe of Ireland, 
ih;:uld the line obferved between them and Great Britain 
be patred in any point, which would a/fc:Ct their whole in­
terdl and welfare, as a nation; that in the other cclonies 
the Governors and Captains confented to the tending back 
the t<:a, or {hutting it up in fuch a manner as never to be 
fold or difperfed; that thefe did not th,erefore in their cafes 

make 
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make immediate force nece/fary. but that their aet was ill 

c/fett the fame, and frands on the fame ground. That 
:there is nothing mali:nant in the whole matter, nothing 
hut a determined defire to fupport this their great and 
l!ece/fary right. 

This is no doubt tl\e AmMican idea, asappeari by many 
proofs and papers from that fide of the water. 1 lhall 
myfelf prefume to fpeak no opinion in the cafe, much lees 
will I calI again on the manes of our ancellors in fupport of 
this pretenfion. But lhould it be obferved, that it ends in a 
queil:ion, which concerns the bounds and limits of govern­
ment; I cannot on the occafion but repeat and enforce by 
this example the remark before made, of how dangerous 
and deadly a nature the difputes and contdts are, which 
lead thither. 

So much for the rectitude of t!l.xing the Americans"!" 
But I may be told that I have not yet touched the true 
point, that I have been doing little more than a man 
who rides poft out of his road. That Statefmen and Poli­
ticians do indeed fometimes talk of the right and wrong,; 
of the jullice and injullice, of meafures; but that this is 
all only ollenfible reafoning, while there may be at the 
bottom nothing, which they really care lefs about. That 
the Great do every where bear hard on the Little, the 
fl:rong on the weak. That tlie hawk hunts the partridge,' 
the lion the wolf and the wolf the lamb; that powerful 
Princes and States opprefs the Helplefs, and the High and 
the Rich thofe beneath them ; that this is the courfe of. the 
worlet and the chapter of the law of nature, which we in­
tend to confult and to follow; that we want money at 
home; that our debts are very heavy and our refources but 
too nearly at an end; that we have yet fleets and armies, 
and are determined to bend to our will (lur coloni6s of 
America,. ana to make them fubfervient to Our wants and 
occafions; that this is at the bottom, and that all my ca­
fuifiry may in the mean time ferve the purpo(es of grocers 
and pafiry cooks; that if people muit write about matterl 
of fiate, they ought dO it like men. Very well; I join 
iifu,e hereon, only do not let us go too fafl. One thing at 
a tIme 

I an(wer that you cannot force them nor is there any 
appearance that you can. The number of free people in 
thofe colonies is reckoned at towards two millions. The 
common calculation is of' one fenc;ible or fi<Thtin<T man In • • five 
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five perfons, .and .this is fuppofed to .be rather under {lla~ 
.over the truth. This will give us at leat! betw~en three 
and four hundred thovfand fighting men on the number 
·before mentioned. Mr. Rome teUS us indeed in fome let­
ters, &c. lately publifhed in oppofition to the colonies; 
.. that there is hardly any thing more common, than to 
" hear them boaft of particular c.Jlonie~ that can raife 011 

... a thort notice a hundred thoufand fighting men." How­
ever to have nothing to do with thefe exaggerations and t() 
take only the number before mentioned; what expeCtation 
can there be of fending from hence an army fit to fubdue 
that continent, a country not defended indeed on the fide 
of the fea with forts and caftles built by men, but extreme­
ly {hong within by the natural fortificatioDii of forefts and 
of rivers. 

Bvt can they arm fo many r In any cOljntry very greatly 
taxed and much more fo than its inhabitants WOllld willing­
ly bedr with, it is impoffible confifteotly with fuch a ftat, 
of things to arm the whole body of the people. Thefl!: 
might be apt to count nofes and to confider, who were the 
Il:ronger, they themftlves or the tax ga.therers, and the 
Red coats or White coats or Black coats or any other, who 
fupport them. The difficulty would be yet greater, were 
there any further dilfatiditCtion. But thefe are all 4emocra­
tical goyernments, where the power i5 in the hands of the 
people, and where there is not the leaft difficulty or jea­
louly abo)lt putting arms into the hands of every man in 
the country. 
. But are they united among themfelves? In the caufe ~f 
not being taxed by us it is well underftood, how much they 
are fo. All acco~mts and reports from thence of all men 
and of all pal ties run in that ftile and concur in that cir­
(;:umftance. It was fo experienced to a very gfeat degre~ 
concerning the Stamps ahd has now been fouud the fame 
on the occafion of the tea. Their conduCt has in the cafe 
been every where alike and correfpondent. The tea is 
either returned without being landed or received without 
being fuffered to he fold, at New-York, at Pennfylvania, 
at Carolina, all: all the places t(j wl}ich it was fent. We 
reckon entirely without our hoil, if we do net expeCt to 
have to do with a union of that continent, or if we de­
pend on any mea(ures infufficient to fubdue the whole.' 

Bllt let me alk; how can we expeCt otherwife? They are 
Jiot unacquainted with the hiftory of the mother country, 

. ... . T~ey 
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They know the weight of the taxing hand here. The, 
have heard of our debt of one hundred and forty millions 
of pounds fterling incurred nnce the Revolution beT,des 
Clther hundreds ef millions fpent currently within the lame 
period. The time to come is to be judged of by the time 
pall:. Will our brethren of America expea, that this 
hand fhOllld be lighter on them at a dillance, or th'lt our 
breafl:s will feel more for them than for ourfe1ves r Let an 
Engli!hman make the cafe his own, and queftion himieJf; 
what he !hould think were he of that country and hi.& whole 
fortune and conceras there. Would not he believe his .. ,1 
to be at flake upon the caft? Does aoy one in America or 
in England imagine, that all thefe ~ifputes and feuds are 
only at the bottom about a duty of threepence up('n a 
pound of tea? How can 4hen ~ny candid man aoubt. 
whether there will be a general union and concurrence lJll 

the fubjea.or wonder if there is fo? 
They are {aid to have already Committees of Corre­

{pondence, and no doubt necefiity wIll t~ach tht"m other 
means of moving and aaing together. Every thing is there 
"y choice and eleaion; they will probably have at their 
head as capable and as wife men as are to bl: found am"ng 
them. The power and influence of Governors and other 
civil offic~rs appointed from hence, muft on an open rup­
ture have an end. o.ur authority would perhaps then ex­
tend little further than where it was enforced by our own 
troops. 

But what are an untrained and llndifciplined multitude? 
Could not an experienced ofucer with a f~w regular regi­
ments do what he would in America r 1 anfwer, that a 
c!:H"erent flory ml'.y be told. In the war before Iail our 
meafures ~ileaed at home were every where uniucce('ful. 
The plains of Flanders fattened with lome of the beft 
blood of :Britain and IrelOlnd. Our government was !haken 
almoft to. the foun<iation by a rebellion contemptible in 
its beginning. Were we more fOftunate in our attempt by 
fea againfl: Pondicherry, 01 that afterw~rds againit Port 
l'Orient? But the People of New England mai"ntained at 
that time the honour of our arms. It is well known, that 
they carried on with their own counfels and with their own 
foldiery, an<i under the command of one of their own 
p,lanters againil Cape. Breton and Louifb~urg, an expedi­
tlOn, the event vf whIch need not now b'e told. We did 
not begin in a mucA better mannef the laft war. I am 

unwilling 
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unwilling to call to mind our firft campaigns in Germany, 
our lituali"D and treaty of Clofter-Seven, the fate of Mi­
r.orca, or the hiftories of Bradock and Abercrombie. But 
\\ ho were at that time the firit to item the t!de of our ill­
fortulll:! Was not it an American militia, whf) commanded 
by Si .. Wdliam Johnf:m, a,ge~Hleman at that time of the 
country, met, t~l\ght and beat the French and Indians 
under Monfieur Dieikau,and made prifonel' t!lt:ir c_m­
mander! , 

But what wenders were afterwards done by our people 
properly conducted and direfred? It is very true, and I am 
fure, that 1 have no inclination to depreciate them. But 
neither did thofe of America. want their /hare therein. 
However'the courage of our countrymen was never yet. 
queftioned; but may they always unlte and employ it 
againft our common enemies, and never be encamped or 
embattled againft one anothl:r" either in America or any 
where elle. 

But we are mall:ers at fea and \VllereveT our {hips can 
come. \Ve may do, whatever a fleet can. Very trtle ; 
but it cannot lail all over North America. It is [aid, that 
Marfhal Saxe had (before the declaration of the laft war 
but one and at the time of our army being in Germany) 
conceived a defign to have landed- on Ollf eoaft with ten 
thoufand men, and to have tried the Lrtune of a briik march 
to London. He did not find this fo eafy to execute, as he 
thought for. He was moft happily difappointt:do But 
there was an objefr. No one can tell the confequence, 
had he fucceeded. The prefent is a very different matter. 
No imluediate imprellion upon the town of Bofton, nor 
poifeililln taken of it by means of a fleet, nor t\1.e fame 
circumftance with r~gard to any other towns of 'America 
liable thereto by their fitll:ltlon, . will carry the command 
of .that whole continent, <ir force it to [uhmit to meafures 
10 univerfallY" againft their bent and inclination. 

It.may however be faid~ that this is not the plan. The 
charter of the town of Bofton is to be changed .and th:eir 
trade .fufpended and ether meafures of the very ftrbngeft 
foruo be enforced againll: them. The moving mountain 
is aecor:diDg.to the imagination of Dr. Swiftto hang over 
them .and the kn not to fhine or the rain or the dew to 
fall on ,them, ~until they "are brought to (pl:imiffion and 
macie. to the reft of 'AmeriGa an example' of 'the danger of 
refradorinefs and·difohedience to the mother country; all 
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which we think may and ~'i11 with time be compaffed 
and accompli!hed. 

This is indeed as to the que/Hon of force the true point 
of the matter; I mean, which will at laft and at the end 
of a long trial get the better; but I add, that this will pro­
bably not be Great Britain; Here I mull: again crave 
leave to write with freedom. If it is the firft wifdom of a 
private man to know himfelf; fo muft it likewife be that 
of a State to confider in all its meafures its own condition 
and fituation. The fearching into our circumftances nei-' 
ther makes or mars them. But what muft be eur "afe, 
fhould we have any wound or mifchief and that it might 
not be prvbed or examined [ We muft ever .fuprofe our 
adverfaries to be informed; and not by !huttm~ our own 
eyes pretend to blind other people. I !hall therefore with. 
out fcruple enquire into the ftate of the public, as far as it 
concerns mv fubjeCt. 

The condition of the great fi-aple manufaCtures of our 
country is well known. Thofe of the linen and the filk 
are in the greateft diftrefs and the woollen and the linen 
are now pu blicly banded and contending againft one another. 
One part of our people is ftarving at home on the alms of 
their pariilies, and another running abroad to this very 
country, that we are contending with. The produce of 
North America nfed to. be fent yearly to Britain is reckon­
ed at about four millions fterling; the manufaCtures of 
Britain and other commodities rlturned from hence at near­
ly the fame fum; the debts due from people in America 
to the Britifh merchants here at about fix millions or a 
year and a half of that commerce. I fay, the time paft 
muft be Our guide with refpeCt to that to come. Suppoling 
therefore the Americans to aCt in this cafe, as they did in 
that of the Stamp ACt; we !hall then have yearly, until 
the final fettlement of this affair manufaCtures to the va­
lue of four millions fterling left, and heaped on the hands 
of our merchants and mafier manufaCturers, or we !hall 
have workmen and poor people put out of employ and 
turned adrift in that proportiun. There willlikewile be 
withdrawn from our home confumption, and out of our 
gt"neral trade and traffick North American commodities ·to 
the fame value, and debts will to the immenfe fum above 
mentioned be withheld from private people here. This 
was t:1e train of things begun before, and we muft look 
for the like again. What effeCts thefe things will produce 

confidering 
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confidering the prefent ftate of our trade, manufaCl:ures 
and manufacturers, the condition of our poor at home and 
the numbers of our -people running abroad, it don't want 
many words to explain and fet forth. They were before 
very feverely felt for the time that they lailed, and it is 
apprehended, that the prefent fituation of the Public is 
yet more liable to the impreffion. Thefe are fome of the 
difficulties and difrreifes which we :Ire for the fake of a 
trial of /kill with our colonies going to bring on ourfelves, 
and which mull be perpetually magnifying and mcreafing, 
as long as the unnatural conteft Jhall con till a!. 

To thefe a former adminiftration gave way; but it is 
to be fuppofed, that the prefent has by returning to the 
fuock refolved . to be more callous on the occafion, and to 
leave the Americans, the merchants and the manufacturers 
to fettle among themfelves their matters, as they may. Our 
people will indeed be lefs clamorous about the ears of their 
betters if they fuall all run and emigrate out of the king­
dom. But there is a 'circumftance not yet menti.oned, 
which will bid fair to go further, and which may but too 
probably involve in one common confufion'the nation, the 
government and the admhliftration itfelf. I mean the dan­
ger of a diforder or failure of the public' revenue, the 
difficulty or impoffibilitY' to pay the intereft 6f the debt; 
the navy, the army, the civil lift and our other expences, 
if the prefent contention fuall proceed and continue. 

I defire in explanation of this to confider our prefent in­
~ome, our outgoings and our rel'ources. I will not enter 
into any detail thereon; the particulars in grots will be 
fufficient for the purpoft! before us'. I wiII however, in or­
der to be the better underftood~ premife iomething about 
the revenue in general. It may be divided into two parts. 
the one of taxes laid in perpetuity, the other of fuch as 
are granted by the year and for the year. The brft part 
con&ils of all our taxes in general whatfoever, excep.t the 
Laml tax and the annual Malt tax; the latter confills of 
thefe two only. Perpetual taxes are now in the language 
of Europe often expreifed by the name of funds, as afford­
ing a fixed and fe'ttled foundation for any fpecial ufe and 
particularly for that of borrowing money. It was to an­
fwer the intereil of our debts, that our Own funds were 
eftablifhed, and they arc now pledged for that purpofe. 
Thete of ours have been chieHy thrown into three great 
~ommon ones called the Genel'al, the Aggregate and the 
, South 
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South Sea Funds. The[e are fometimes with all other 
funds or perpetual taxes whatfaever 4eftined and {etUed 
for the difcharge d the intereit of cur debt comprehended 
and united togelher in di1courfe, arJd called, th" &inking 
Furid; aithough'there is in reality no one particular Fund 
of that name, any inore tloan there is fuch a piece of money 
as 'a pourtd 'fterling, cr a French livre. The civil Lift is 
placed on the fame Funds, as the intereft of tke Public 
Debt. What remains annually of d',e whole colleflion of 
thOfe -Punds after the fatisfying thefe twO inc.umbrances is. 
what is nleant by the furplus of the SiRking Fund. I 
have thought ~roper to preface thefe few things. that'my 
own l,~nguage may at leaft he Ilnderftood, in what little 
I /hall fay on the {ubject. 

The iiitereft of 'our debt amounts to near upon five 
mi~lions a year; all annuities fm: lives or year5~every thing 
redeemable' or irredeemable included. The Civil Lift i. 
eigJit hundred thoufand pounds a year. The furplus of the 
nnRing Fund is changing and uncertain, that being com­
pored of very many varill-ble parts. It is impofiible to fix 
it, but I will at .an aver,age for the fake of round num.., 
bers fuppofe it to be two millions and more, about as 
much more is will anfwer to what, the intereftof the debt 
may want of five milfions. We /h~ll then have about fe­
ven, millions three quarters for the produce of our perpetu­
al Taxe.s ;md Funds. Our annual taxes remain then only 
to b~ c rifidcre<!l1 which ar,e eafily reckoned; ~he Land 
tax 9'ranted for a millien and an half at three 1hiUings in 
the, pou~d. as it DOW .is} ~~~ Malt tax always, granted at 
three quarters of a .llllihon. The{e fums put together give 
us about ten milliol15 of pounds fierling, being our pre­
fent annual national iD~ome. and likewife our prefent an­
nua.l natienal:e'xpe'nce; i llc1uding what may at times be 
paid towards the difcharge of the Public Debt and befides 
thecol1eaion, whiCh is not to my prefent purpofe. Should 
any'on: ,~~ ~f opinion, that the' furplus of the Sinking I 

Furid 15 ,eltherover charse,d or u!ld~rcharged" h~ has my 
confept to make fuch addltlOn to It or fQbtriiili~lD from it, 
as lie lhaIJplea{e. Neither the one or thj:: other willaffed 
the'argument which I am upon~. O\1r receipts 'and dilburf­
me~ts :,,:ilI in in ei~ner c~fe gohand,iil hand., I fuaU there­
fore ;",!thout ~y lj.1ore .n~ce difquifition take there at the 
~~d:uin 8f,{~)out te~ ¥1l11~ons ~cflin¥ eath. 

So 



1 29 ) 
So much for our income and our expences. Let us next 

confider our refources; I mean what nJcurces we may be 
fuppofcd to have in our P?wer without creating a~y ~ew 
debt. The firfl: to occur w1ll be the furplus of the 5mbng 
Fund. We apply of courfe to this on almoft all occafions. 
Weare by law obliged to difcharge regularly the intereft 
of our debt; but whatever we may be in prudence and a 
proper care of ourfelv.es and of thofe after us, we are by no 
contract or engagement bound to do more or to payoff any' 
part of the principal of it. This furplus is therefore one 
refource; but it is fuch no otherwife or further, than it 
can be fpared from our current expences, towards which it 
is commonly in whole or in part taken. We can for our 
prefent purpofe reckon only' 'on fo much of it, as might 
otherwife be employed towards lefI'ening the capital of our 
debt. We have now had twelve years of peace, in which 
time I reckon, that we have difcharged about eight mil­
lions of that capital. This will therefore at an average 
give us by the year two thirds of a million or fomething 
more than fix hundred thoufand pounds. This is what we 
may look to for one of our refources. But we have like­
wife another, which is the Land tax. That is now at 
three /billings in the pound, but it is fometimes at four. 
We may therefore count in cafe of exigency on OIje fhil­
ling more, that is on half a million. Thefe two {urns 
amount together to about one million one hundred thou­
fand pounds. Thefe are our refources and without bar­
rowing thefe are all. 

Let us next turn in our thoughts, whether thefe eleven 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, being a little more than a 
tenth part of aUf prefent income, are likely .to be fuflicient 
for this American occafion. Fleets and armies, fhips of 
war and regime?ts are the means, the Tipftaves and the 
Confl:ables, wh1ch a.e to execute the meafures in quel'iGn. 
A million goes but a very little way with us in fuch ar­
tides.. This. bufinefs mull in it include a fuppolition, that 
all our colollles, all our ancient colonies on that continent 
may in the progrefs of it be combined and united in one 
common affociation, interefl: and defence. There can be 
no re.afona~le hopes ?f fuc~efs. nothing but mortification 
and dlfap.poIntment dueftly 10 view by proceeding on any 
p!an, whlch does not compre!lend the probability of that 
rm:umllance. What a field 1S then here opened! Is our 
-'lll!lion or eleven hundred thcufand pounds td furnilh us 

there 
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there likewife ? However thefe things concern pnJy our 
expences. Let us confider the other fide of our fituation j 

how much our income is at the fame time likely to be lef':' 
{ened. Four millions fterling yearly of the produce of 
America; as many of the merchandize of Great Britain; 
more of debts here at home withheld and kept back from 
our duties, our cuftoms and our excife. What an opera­
tion on the revenue! Is our million one hundred thoufand 
FO unds to fupply all this bendes'? H.ow is it ~offible 
either on the one hand, that a perf on havIng thefe ClrCUm-
1tances before his eyes fhould fet on foot the prefent mea­
fures againfi our colonies, or on tbeother, that anyone hav. 
ing capacity and underftandft to be at the head of the 
government andcadminiftratio~ of a great kingdom fhould 
fo overlo@k theel 1 This feems to be like not difcerningthe 
fun at noonday, or the moon and the ftars by niglJ.t. 

There is from the general condition of our country, but 
too much reafon to apprehend, that the public revenue is 
without thefe additionalcaufes finking and decreafing. 
This could not bu't add greatly to our difficulties in the 
fituation before defcribed. fIowever it is to b~ hoped. 
that this is only furmife and "pinion: 1 fhall not ta~e it 
into the prefent account; but moft idruredly any on-e at 
!he head of our affain ought pot to forg~t it in hr~~ if it 
IS true. ., , 

But it may be faid, that we will in the fuppored exigency 
borrow as oilr predeceffors have done before us. 1 anfwer, 
that this may very probably be then out of our power. I 
will not go upon a general difcuffion, whether we {liould 
enter into another war, with the fame credit we 4ave hither­
to had; although we may have but too much reafon to l'e­
flea on that fubjeCt. Blit the confideration properly be­
fore us is, what would be the flate of our credit under a 
revolt and feparation of our fettlements in America, that 
great and effePltial fource of our riches and revenue? Loans 
and' money" advanced to us have as yet been recko~~d 
equally fecure, there has been no doubt made· of the regu- . 
lar payment 'of th~ ~tereft nor in confequence of 'a public 
market for the prIncIpal, whether we fhoullio~r(elves hap­
pen to be mO're or lefsfuccefsful on any occafion, wherein 
we were at ..!he time 'concerned, and for which they were 
borrowed. Thev·were as f:lfe under the defeats and dif­
appointments of the w;u befdre, as upon the viCtories and 
conqueIl:s of the 1aft. ,But things could 'norin this cafe· r)ut 
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be much changed. The fecurity of milliorrs lent mnft dl!. 
pend upon the future "hance and fortune of war. It might 
be made a doubt, what fruits would for fome years to come 
be received from provinces mangled and mutilated, in a 
fevere conteft decided to their difadvantage, fhould thefe at 
laft return to us again; but no one could overlook, what 
muft be the cafe fhould the event terminate againft us, and 
end after an expenee of much treafure and blood in fo fatal 
and ineftimable a lofs on our /ide, as that of thefe colonies 
.would be. However no man knows, whether this affair 
might run into a very long trial. A general breach and 
defeCtion of thefe colonies would cut the finews of our 
power. We could not moft probably in fueh a fituation 
long continue to provide and pay the intereft of our moll 
enormous debt already incurred and fubfifting. It need 
not be repeated, that it is the affiftance received from their 
commerce and produce, which enables us now to do it. De­
prived of that it will be but to little purpofe for us to be in­
venting new Funds at home. We have enow of them al­
ready. More would only run foul of one another. We 
may in that day without the operations of a warin America, 
without the fending or fupplying fleets or armies at a dif­
tance; without creating new debts, new Funds and new 
taxes have at our own homes from our aCtual fituation bu­
finefs on our hands, but too fufficient to engage and employ 
us. 

But it may be afked, what will be the confequence 
lhould we from thefe caufes become unable to pay the in­
tereft of our prefent debt. I will be bold to fay, that there 
is no man living wife enough to anfwer that queftion in its 
extent. Experience teaches men; but there is no preced­
ing hiftory or tradition of any ftate or nation whatfoever, 
which can throw fufficient light on that propofition. There 
never was before in the world fuch a debt contraCted or 
fubfifting, lI.S the Britilh. Letters and books are older than 
~oney, I mean than gold and filver commonly current and 
having their weight known by a ftamp. But there is no 
occafion to ranfack ancient times on this fubjeCl:. The 
difcovery of Mexico and Peru and the poffeffion of them by 
the Spaniards is the ;era from whence we are to date the 
heginning of the prefent plenty in Europe of thefe two 
precious metals, which command often individuals and 
fometimes commonwealths and kingdoms. The art of 
Fundini was formerly very confined. It is a fucceffiJn of 
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Englifh adminiil:rations, which has carried it to all extent 
never before known among men. It is a new experiment 
in a frate. There is no example of it in the annals of man­
kind. We are at a lofs where to look for the confequences 
of fuch an unprecedented and unheard of deficiency cr 
bankruptcy, as this would prove. However we cannot 
but have before our eyes diforder, anarchy and confufion; 
the monied intereft of the nation banded againft the land­
ed, and the landed againft the monied; rich monied men 
brought to beggary, and the land drained of the utmoft 
farthing which can be forced from it; everyone catching.' 
rending and providing for the prefent moment; our ma­
nufaaures and commerce at a ftand; the middling people 
emigrating out of Our country, and the poor in famine or in 
(edition; foreigners preffing for their demands; and the 
Dutch particularly in rage and almoft in madnefs for their 
coundefs millions trufted and hazarded in our country; 
perhaps at the fame time our nll.vy unmannee. and our army 
in mutiny for want of pay. Who can withal tell the end; 
for the debt, the burthen and the demand will ever remain? 
There was a time, when the Romans had formerly with­
drawn themfelves from. th'is Wand, that the po1feffions be­
came here, through the weaknefs and helpleffnefs of thofe 
remaining, the prize and the prey of all plunderers, pirates. 
robbers and conquerors who came and feized upon them; 
until that thefe people themfelves, the Danes, the Saxom 
and the Normans replenifhed and ftrengthened again the 
country. Whether the like fcenes will on the fame fpot 
be once mOre aaed or what i1fue awaits us, he only know. 
in whofe hands thefe events are. But we muft nece1farily 
expea that the diftant or detached pllrts of our empire 
will fall from us; the ftronger and the bigger will proba­
bly provide for and govern themfelves, the weaker aad the 
le1ftr fink Away or trek another mafter. I do not at all 
mean that the), have any inclination fo to do, where we 
give no caufe or provocation; but the reins of govern­
ment will in fucb a conjunRure of courfe and of themfelves 
drop out of our hands; we /hall no longer be able to hola 
them. No man can tell, whether Great Britain itfelf 
might at that time continue in one, or whether it may ao-ain 
he fplit and divided into two. There have not been w~nt­
ing endeftvours toward,s that end. I do not now pretend 
to decide at whofe door this principally lies. It is not 
perhaps one man UI one party only, that is in fault. There: 

hav«; 



( 33 ) 
h.ve been on one hand mo!!: unjuft and cruel perfecutiom. 
HIgh and 1hong reCentments of theCe are no otherwife than 
nJ.tural and warrantable. Hut they have in one refpeCt been 
("arned to an unreafonable extent. RefleCtions have been 
made and continued, where they are totally ungrounded 
and unmerited. They have hitherto been born with a na­
t;onal good {cflfe, that brings more honour to the parties, 
l1.an all the ribaldry in the world can ever do them diCere .. 
dit. But who knows, how their effeCts may be felt in fuch 
:l time; as is before defcribed ! Wh:lt a fituatioR! Britain 
or England left alone with a debt of a hundred and forty 
millions f1:erling on its head! How can anyone have before 
his eyes fuch an event, yet run on the road which leads di­
real y towarc:s it? We need not perhaps be nice in mea­
Curing our force with that of the Americans; the evil of 
{uch a day will but too fufficiently decide the conteit. 

But all is not yet faid which this fubjeB: demand.. I 
have hitherto only confidered us and our colonies as en­
gaged between ourfel ves, not a word has been faid of any 
foreign flate meddling in the matter. That is yet behind. 
We mulll00k upon our colonies in the light of the pro­
vinces of Holland when they contended with Spain. The 
with, the hand of every man will be againft us. I will 
not enter into a general difcourfe of politics, how far it 
may be for the common good of mankind to fplit great 
ftates into fmall ones, to divide them into a fize fit to pro~ 
fit and benefit others, but not to overbear or diftrefs them. 
Let us confider the fubjeCt by examples familiar to us. 
Mexico and Peru are more diftant from Great Britain, than 
our colonie:; of North America from Spain or France; 
lIut were thofe in a flate of defeCtion and feparation from 
the Spaniards. I wonder, whether we fhould find a way 
to approach them or to avail ourfc!ves in any manner of 
that circumilance. France was pretty well plumed in the 
Jaft war; but neverthelefs were the reviving or beginning 
{ettlements of Pondicherry. of Mauritius and Madagafcar 
disjoined from it or its own continent broken once more 
into feveral different parts and kparate governments" 
would our endeavours contribute to unite them? ShJuld 
Batavia, the Spice Wands and the Cape of Good Hope re­
volt from the United Provinceli, would not Englifhmen try 
to profit by the conjunCture? I will not tooch on the Bra­
zils, that may be a tender point. But would none of all 
mankind, neither Frenc;h or Spaniards or Dutch or Portu-
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gllefe or Danes Or Swedes, to fay nothing of the Ruffians 
or of the new maritime State of Pruffia; would none of 
them all give diretHy or indirefily aid, affi!lance, encou­
ragement, countenance or proteCtion to our colonies? 
Would they not trade or traffick with them, would they 
fupply them with nothing wherewith to defend themldves 
or offend us 1 Is it very praCticable to watch and guard 
{uch immenfe coafts or do we with all the navy of Eng­
land in our ports find this fo eafy, with re(peCt to thofe on­
ly of Kent and Sulfex at home 1 Did neither England or 
France fupport formerly the Seven United Provinces in 
their breach with Spain? Have the French at this time af­
forded nO elfential affiftance to the Turks nor another na­
tion to the Ruffians, while each continues at peace with the 
enemies of their refpeCtive friends 1 Are the in dependance 
of the Britifh. colonies in North Ameri'<!a and their disjunc­
tion from Great Britain no objeCt to other nations; arc' 
not tRey in particular as much fo to France as this Turkilh 
and Ruffian fquabble?, Was that nation formerly ever 
wanting to Scotland or infenfible of its intereft in affifting 
that divifion 1 I do not at all mean hereby to lignify any at­
tempts or endeavours of other Governments to take polfef­
flon of thefe colonies; or any inability in them to defend 
themfelves from that circumftance; but I mean the gene­
ral defire and inclination, which there would alfuredly be 
in all Europe to fee them disjoined from our nation and to 
become abfolute, diftinCt. unconneCted, independant !lates 
and governments in larger or in {maIler portions, and more 
or lefs like the pre(ent ftates of Holland, as it lhould 
happen. Were there in ligkt fuch a condition with re­
fpeCt to Mexico and Peru, or the Dutch fettlements in the 
Eaft Indies, would not the Englilh, without infilling 011 

becoming themfelves mafters thereof, be moll: abundantly 
contented with their general advantage refulting therefrom f 
It cannot be doubted, but that there will be found a COI1-

dull: and aCtions confequent and correfpondent to fuch uni­
verfal and almoft unanimous views ami wilhes of mankind. 

This is all faid on a fuppolition of peace. But what if one 
or. ~ore of t~e greateLl: powers in Europe lhould in a moll: 
cntlcal and dd~cult moment dedare war againit us 1 Have 
France and SpaIn forgot the lofs of Canada and Florida, and 
t~e many defeats and difgraces received in the laft conteft 
Wlth us? Have they, for their honour orintereLl:, no deire of 
revenge, nor that thofe provin<:el ih~ld again return to their 

own 
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own Crowns? On whom does it depend' whether it thaU 
in the cafe fuppofed be war or peace? Is this to be deter~ 
mine4 at London, or at Madrid or Verfailles ? Is it in the 
power and in the breall: of ourfelves or of thofe, who are 
moft our rivals, and whofe enmity may be faid to be hard­
ly yet cooled? Are four years paft fince we had two alarm, ? 
Is one year gone fince we had one? Should there now be 
happily at the head of one or other government a Perf on­
age inclined to peace; yet how uncertain are the days of 
every mortal, and how are Princes, Minifters or States 
tempted into attion by circumitances, opportunities and 
advantages? Let us well weigh what it is for a private man 
but much more for a great nation, to part with the means 
of their profpenty olit of their own hands, and to place 
it in the power and determination of thofe, of whom they 
have, on account of a long and ancient rivaHhip and the 
continuance of many bloody wars, the "tmoit reafon to be 
fufpicious and jealous. 

We cannot too much confider or reHett upon what hap­
pened between Spain and the Dutch Provinces, at their 
breach and feparation. The 5panifh Government con­
fifted at that time, of Spain, of Portugal, of Mexico and 
J>eru and other Provinces of America, of the Spanifh and 
Portuguefe being all the European fettlements at that time 
in the Eaft Indies, and of Flanders making feventeen pro­
vinces, whereof thofe now united and then revolted were 
only feven. How unequal a match! But yet the battle 
was no~ to the ftrong. The itory and event of their war are 
well known. I am not about to repeat them. How little 
did in the beginning the Spaniards or Portuguefe, or 
even the Dutch themfelves, dream that the latter would 
before long itrip and diveft the former of the chief of thefe 
their fettlements in the Eaft Indies, and make thea their 
own. They were neverthelefs different nations, fpoke dif­
ferent languages, had different cull:oms and religions incon­
fill:ent together, . and. were themfelves before the end ex­
tremely odious to one another. The Dutch obtained no­
thing except by force, victory and conqlleft. But furely 
we are well aware, how different things may in thefe re­
fpeas be between us and the Americans, and how much to 
the advantage of the latter. We are ona nation, with the 
fame language, the fame manners and the fame religion. 
Their Seamen, their Soldiers, their People are ours and 
ours theirs. How eafy will be the 'ran6.~Qn or the change: 
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of' dependance, proteaion or government between one and 
the other. Our people do already and at this moment feek 
wit.hthem fuelter aud refuge from their domdtic poverty 
apd mifery. Should ever thefe our provinces, in the events 
DC chance and time, come to look us in ·the face with any 
)lear equality, would it lhen be a very ftrange thing, if 
they fuould caufea gen~ral revolt of all, or ofi'almoft all, 
the feamen of the Britifh Empire? Thefe might not 100'1e. 
upon themfelves as engaging .0, aaing againft their courx~ 
try. but as chuung between two parts of. it. They will at 
their pleafure diftri.bute the titles CJf unreafonable and un­
juft, of injur~d ~nd oppreffed. The beft terms and the 
.peft treatment will not fail to carry the 'greater number,. 
~here is perhaps on the one fide towards this brave and ae­
ferving body of men a moil: cruel, unjuil: and impolitic 
praaice, which has long cried for vengeance, and which 
cannot fail to be one day heard, ~nd at that moment per­
haps as likely as at any other. It is in every one's di(.. 
courfe, that fomething of the fame kind may happen with 
refpea to our commol} foldi.ery j I will not therefore dwell 
on that point. .' .' . 

But what Pilrt might our mandi jn the Weft Indies take at 
fuch a conjunaurd To whom are they the neareW, or on 
whom dp they moft ~epend for their lumber, and other ne­
ceffary ci,rcumftances of their trade? Would there be in 
the Eaft In4.ies· the fame nece1Iity of conqueft as the Dutch 
found 1 l\1ight more equal conditions or in dependance it .. 
fe~f be no temp:ation ~o one or the other. or might 
it in that day be thought a great un to change the 
words Old England for Nl!w! There ia one point fo im­
portant, Ie critical, tl}at I h!l-rdly know eithter· how to 
mention or how to be filent in it. .Suppofe that Ireland it­
felf, I mean the proteft~nt) opulent and rIding part of Ire­
land, fuould grow jealous j fhould begin to make 'Compa­
:rifons between the ftate, fituation add relation of the Ame­
ricans towards us, and their ·own ;-:-but I will pafs by this 
fubjea. However I k,noyv fo wdl the opennefs, the·frank­
nefs and generofity of th~ nation, as to be fully affured, 
that there .ar~ at l~aft none of that CQUlltry who adviCe or 
\1rge at thlS time the prefent meafures ·with any diftant or 
f,louble view to forward and haften the independance of Ire­
land, an~ tha: not at its own, but at the coft and hazard 
of Amenca. The human heart can hardly be conceived 
to concea~ {~ch BlY!le~~~s. But were h othefwif~ our ad .. 
" minijration 
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miniftration would no doubt be fenfible of it, and inftei4 
'of being impofed upon be the more upon their guard. 

Unhappy are the people, which purfue thofe fieps, that 
their friends molt fcar, and their enemies molt with. 
Were the cabinets of Verfail~<lsand Madrid, or any other 
the moO: jealous of the ~lJwer and profperity of Great Bri­
,t~in, unit~d in Council, and that .they had it in their op­
tlon to drlve and puth us for their own advantage UpOA 
{orne ruinous and de'ftruflive meafure, what would they chufe 
before this very' one which we are now of ourfelves fo fa-
tally and fo madly running upon? . ' 

It is fometimes {aid~ that Providence blinds the under­
ftanding of thofe, . whom it deftines to defhuaion. When 
things are ripe for thilt end, men often pro~'oke and hafieA 
their own ~ate. ~ut Godforbid, that anyone being at die 
helm of this Stall: fuould ever not fully and repeatedly con­
uder, or that he' fuould, from any unhappy impulfe, fcruple 
Or hefitate te fray and to fiop fuch mea[ures, as may in their 
confequences make his mafier to fit uueafy on his throne, 
nor fufferl\ini h'imfdf to lay down his head upon his pil­
low, without bearing on it the curfes of his c'?llntry, but 
which may throw all the parts of the Britifh empire int& 
fuch diforder and confuuon, that neither he nor any man 
ihall be able to 'guide or hold the reigns. f its government. 

I Cannot guefs into whofe hands thefe /heets may fall or 
how they may be received. It is not a Prince alone who 
may in thefe abjeB: times be furrounded with flattery; a 
Miniftermay not want his fhare of it. It is withal but a 
foor fatisfaClion for' a private perCon to wilh in the walie 
and havock' of his country, that it may be remembered, 
that there was not wanting One who laid freely and plainly 
before the Public, and thofe governing it, the rifque and 
likelihood of thefe fatOll events and Circumflances. Eut it 
is to be hoped, that better arid more fubftantial effeCls will 
follow, fhould thefe things be truth and reafon, which an! 
here advanced. It'is lt tile fame time the furtheft from my 
meaning, that futurity can pc fotefeen, or that it is per­
mitted to loek into the book of the tirr.e to come. There 
is nothing certain in human affairs. But in incidents of 
this prodigious importance, in'the fate of flates and of 
kingdoms, in dangers of this tranfcendent magnitude, pro­
bability takes the place of certainty, and every prudent 
ruler ought to fhun and avoid the one with almoft as much 
caution as he would the other j nor can I finifu thisfub~ 
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jea without once lI)ore repeating, that our prefent debt 
puts us into a fituation, in which no nation ever was be­
fore. 

I know that fome people affeB:. to ma~nify the debts of 
Fr:;[nce, but they are hardly worth fpeaklng of ill compa­
riCon cf ours. 1 40 not believe, that they exceeded at the 
utmoft fifteen millions fterling when the Regent Duke of 
Orleans took the method of the Miffifippi, to ~anceI and 
annihilate them. The wants of Lewis ~h~ Fourteenth had 
been great, but his credit was as fmall. W~at can the pre­
fent King have contraB:.ed fince to be compa,ed to the debt 
of Great BritaiQ? Where is the credjt? poes anyone 
believe the butch concerns of that kind to be e"luaI in 
France to what they are in El'Igland; or l}as France itfelf 
fupplil!d the reft ~ How~ver, I wi~l only obferve more tha~ 
the French debt confifts III great meafute of arr~~ra of pen­
fions, places, pofts and other grants which the fame han4 
withholds, as conferred; but that OJ,lr debt was all "eceive!! 
in millions fterling. .. '. ". " ..• , 

As to what has been {aid that greilt men Dlovi~g in a 
public fphere are above the rules of right apd wrong; h~ 
muil: be unworthy to hold the helm of any goverllment, 
who is fo ignorant pf the fafts and inCidents before his time~ 
or fa blind to thofe about him, as not to obferve and per; 
ceive that good and virtuous 'j-Ctions, I mean, {uch as arc: 
rc:!!ly {o without the falfe coloqrs of flattery and obfequi .. 
ouCllef~, produce in general and national matters their pro. 
per and correfpondent eff'eCl:s. We have not indeed before 
(lut eyes in that cafe the formalities of a trial aIld a fen., 
~ence, the Judge in his robes,' or the apparatqs of an exe­
cution; but due confequences do, from ~hegeneral and 
original law given to the world, follow a good or evil can., 
duct in public concerns with mucl~ more certainty, juf­
tice and impartiality, than they dohy the means of muni­
cipallaws in private. But I defire to explain, that it is not 
the piety of a bigot on his knees, or the pr~yers even of a 
devout Prince which will ftay or turn the general courfe 
and order of the world. Had that been the cafe our Hen~ 
ry the Sixth would not have falle~ in a ptifonby the han4 
of an alfaffin; nor Charles the Fuft fuffered on a {cafrold 
by the axe of the executioner; nor Ja~es the Second have 
led the latter part of his life in banilliment.· Thefe were I 

all remarkably both devout and unfortunate Princes. I do 
not at prefen; enter ~llto t~e confideration, of ,!\,hat reYl'llrd 

ferfonal 



( 39 ) 
perfonal.piety will meet with in another place; but it is the 
public good, a love and regard for that and attention to it, 

o a confiant refolution never to take direCtly or indiretUy by 
the means either of force or of corruption the property of 
the fubject at will and. at pleafure, but to employ th~ pre­
rogatives and the powers entrufted by the people only for 
their welfare and happillefs; which are the true trial and 
touchftone of the conduct of Princes and Minifters, as fuch. 
Thefe naturally produce affection, loyalty, fidelity, attach­
ment and fupport. But fhould any man or number of men 
be regardlefs of the good or condition of others, trample 
on their rights, lay unjuft hands on th~ir properties, treat 
them rather like the beafts of the fields than as their fel­
lows and equals, fhould they fupport thcmfelves herein with 
the fword and a fuperiority of power; the great Author of 
mankind and of their welfare and happinels has fo lisked 
and chained together caufes and effetls, that thefe things 
will certainly turn to the detriment and difadvantage of 
them and theirs' who do them; fometimes by a filent and 
hardly obfernble courk of things, and fometimes with 
long forbearance at a great diftailce; "'ut fometimes like­
wife at the moment and upon the occa/ioD, with direct and 
immediate reftftance and a commOD confuCtoD, wherein the 
authors of tha: mirch-ief are themfelves involved, and where­
in they often· fall a prey and a iacrifice. The ways of 
Providence and the courfe of futurity are unfearchable ; 
but were any man to prefume to divine, how juftice and 
injuftice and the general morality of the univerfe may poi­
fibly in the prefent cafe operate, it would perhaps be that 
Right will ftrongly u.nite, cement and combine, by a mu­
tual aifociation and afiiftance, thofe who fhall act under 
its banners; while wrong fhall naturally, and all the con­
trary, confound and weaken with difunion, diifention and 
difturbances among themfelves thofe by whom it fhall have 
been unhappily adopted. Thefe are on each fide the fuit­
ableaJid, as it were, theneceifaryconfequences of their own 
chpice; but there appear f{)me untoward and threatening 
figns, that the Hand of Heaven will, on the oceaf..on, be 
heavy and fevere; when woe to the party. which fhall 
abide it~ 

If any thing can. in this cafe enhance the imp~rtance ,of 
the great ftake, whIch we are about to venture, It m.ut; ue 
acomparifon pf the very little profit, . t?at we are gOlll~ to 
'o~nd for. The Americans are wIllmg and confenong 
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tD give 05 ail they have, provided that ,\Ie wilr accept it: 
wi~ our right hand; but we are obftinate to rif'lue every 
thing, both of theirs a~d of our own, rather than not to 
take it with our left.. Our whole object is, on this occa­
fion, no more than the difference between thofe two propo­
fitions. Our Americans have now no gold· or ftlver. It" 
comes all to the mother country. It would equally do fo,~ 
did they receive as much again.' They keep none for their 
own currency; they ufe themfelves paper for ~hat, and fend 
llS all the other. One would be amazed to think, what 
men or admini1hations can defire. Cannot we be contented 
with all, and do we infift on having more than all ? 

But it will be {aid we want to tax them. I a£k why. It' 
mutl: be anfwered, becau[e we are bent upon getting their 
money. I repeat again, we have it already. But fays a 
ways~d-means man; we mutl: have it in the fhape of 
taxes. No other will ferve our purpofe. I reply once 
more, that we have it really in that fhape; for cannot we, 
and do notwe~ tax it when it comes hither, and is not that 
the fame thing? Are there not taxes enow to take it,· as 
foon as it gets to Britain, or why do not YOIl a£k for more 
if there are not? Who fays you nay here? I will be bold 
to tay, that there is at this time raifed on Great Britain 
nothing Ief!; than ten millions fterling a year, befides the 
collection; which, it need not be faid. is a very confider .. 
41ble fum more. Our fpecie has never been ufed to be 
reckoned at above twenty millions. It is faid, that about 
three millions and a quarter of guineas have, on occafion of 
the light gold, been brought into the Bank. Let our cur­
rency be calculated on that ground, and we fhall, according 
to any juIl: reafoning thereon, appear to raife within the: 
year by taxes, including the collection,> a fum at leafl: equal 
tohalfofthe whole fpecie and current coin of the kingdom; 
a prodigious proportion, and perhaps incredible, were we 
not to examine into particulars. 

Should it he faid, that a circulating guinea cannot but 
p~y twenty different. taxes i? a year, fome might poffihly 
be at fjrft fight furpnzed at It. But how far fhort will that. 
on a more minute examination, be found of the truth 1 Let 
us confider only the courfe of a fhillin'O' for a very fhort 
tilte. A chairman pays ~ut of it for his pot of porter. 
HQw many taxes does that mclude ;- the new and old taxes 
on beer and l~alt, and the tax ?n hops? They are more 
thltn I have tIme to reckon. HIS wife fends next morning 

t() 



\ 

( 4 1 ) 

to di.~ fhop for ller tea and fugar. How many more ate 
there! I will ieave them to be (;ounted by thofe better ac­
q uaimed with the book of rates, than I am. But here are a 
confiderable number gone through,out of one tingle fhilling, 
by the time that a: porter has got his beer over night. a~d " 
his wife her blc .. kfail: the next morning~ There remains 
then a third part of the money to run the gauntlet again, in. 
the fervice of the man, at dinner time. However they do 
not perhaps amount quite to twenty; but fo is likewile the 
time a good deal fhon of a year, and the money much lefs 
than a g.Jinea. Eut this is not taking the matter in the 
ftrongelllight. There is a chain and union of taxes, which 
operate infenfibly and almoll: beyond imagination. Go into 
a Shoemaker's thop. Buy a pair of fhoes there. How ma-
ny taxes does anyone in effeCt pay then! IoThe Jcurney­
man Shoemaker mull: put into his day's labour, and con­
fequently there muil: be laid upon the fhoes made by him. 
aU the tAxes which he and his family pay in th.e mean time 
for his faIt, for his foap, for his coal~, for his candles, for 
theJinen and for the very fhoes worn by him, his wife and 
his children, and for very many other things. 

Thefe are all jull: fo much money out of his pocket, and 
he mllll: be repaid them by his daily labour. which is his 
only means. He cannot otherwife live; there would be 
no fhoes and men muil: go without them. But it is not the 
immediate taxes of the fhoemaker only which go upon his 
manufaCture, but thofe likewife of his tradefmen .. The 
l'rice of his clothes is enhanced by the taxes, which the 
Tailor and the Weaver paid while they we~e making and 
weaving them; however not by theirs only, but by thofe 
likewife of the perfons working for them in their turn, -and 
fo on. Thefe mull: all be put on the fhoes. Infomuch 
that the whole fully purfued and obferved makes a feries 
and combination fit to put Newton or Demoivre at a frand. 
A poor guinea or fhilling cannot in England put its head, 
if I may fa exprefs myfelf, out of any man's pocket, but 
that an army of thefe catchpoles are ready to feize upon it, 
wherever it ll:irs. The matter being then viewed in thefe 
lights, it feems no IQnger {hange, if we Faife a revenue 
eqllal to the half of our currency ~r more. . This is a pr~~ 
digious operation, and Curely futficlent to fausfy any adml­
nittration whatfoever. Let us therefore content ourfelves 
with getting hither the America~ ~oney. Tha~ i~ our 
bulinef~. We know what to do With It here. TIllS IS the: 
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very land of taxes. It is now coming on as faft as it calli 
Do 1I.ot let us move Heaven anti Earth only to difturb it in 
its palfage. Let us have the le~ft patie~ce ~nd fall to work 
upon it at home. We are certaIn, that It wIll be here, and 
that it will then be taxed and, as it, were, taxed upon taxed. 
The reft is with all fubmiffion to my fuperiors no better at 
the bottom, than a.childifu fancy and impatience, and owing 
only to the want of a full' reflection and confideration on 
the fubject. 

I have yet fomeihing to add on this head; which is,­
that were the Irifu and the Americans, both of them una­
nimoufly, to cry out to 'us to fpare their lives, and to take 
all they have; to beg of us to fend them fuch another army 
of tax gatherers as our own, and with them a copy of our 
code of revenue laws; I will be bold to fay, that it would 
neverthelefs be in us the worft policy in the world and to­
tally contrary to our o(vn intereft to take them at their 
words, and to do in the h:aft degree any fuch thing. We, 
fee the Thames flowing conftantlyinto the ocean, and yet 
always ful1. It need not be faid that the rain and the dew 
are the caufes of this; which firft fall and fertilize the 
earth, and then replenifu that noble river. Wer~ thofe 
two ftopped or dried up; it would not'be long before we 
1hould pafs over dry-fuod at London Bridge. Were they fo 
only in part; the ftream would then likewife lower in pro­
portion. What our whole debt to foreigners ambunts to, 
no one may probably know with exactnefs; but the more 
it has been enquired into the higher it has always appeared. 
However the intereft of it is:il current, which runs perpe­
tually into the Continent. We do not indeed fee it with 
our eyes, as we do the Thames; otherwife we love money 
fo much better than we do water, that we might perhaps be 
lefs indifferent about it, than we are. It palfes impercep­
tibly, but neverthelefs ,rurely and without ceafing. W,hat 
are then the caures whIch fupply it r I anfwer, thofe two 
great fources of Ireland and America. Thefe firft water 
and fructify with their moft benit;nant current the whole 
ifland of Great Britain, aRd then finifu, their courfe in the 
difcharge of our dei:>t abroad. Their way is no more vifi­
ble than that of the intereft itfelf of our debt, but it is 
alike certain and conftant. Stop or dry up thefe, and YOll 

will as furely fiop or dry up the funds of our debts as 
withholding the rain or the dew of Heaven would lerren ~nd 
lowe~ the ftfeam of the river Thame&. Taxei will do thi6. 

They 
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T~ley are the bane of commerce ,and of agricultgre. They 
affeCt the Merohant, the ManufaCturer, the Planter, the 
Farmer and the Labourer. Our America is not of an age 
to fupport their operation. The things from above keep 
their courfe in fpite of man for his benefit and advantage. 
It is God's very great mercy that the dew and the rain do 
not depend on Adminiftrationll, they would otherwife have 
undoubtedly been taxed and dried long ago. But it is not 
fo with what is of our own fabrick or produCtion. We 
have a great power over riches and treafure. Governments 
Can effeEtually cut off the wells and the fprings of thefe. 
We have only to look abroa,d in the world to be abundantly 
~onvinced of that tfud}. The example of Great Britain 
will not prove the contrary. It was when and while 
'!Ie were not taxed, as we now are, that we profpered. 
grew great and rich. Thofe times gave us frrength to 
bear for a while the burthen Lince impofed upon us. It is 
from the Revolution, that our prodigious taxes have be­
!;un. They were laid by degrees, and fo mufr their effeCts 
be perceived. They do not operate like a ftorm or a whirl­
wind. Let us give them a fair and full trial before we de­
clare, that we are not undone by them. It will then be time 
enough to make ourfelve5 a model for others. J aik, whe­
ther it is not OUf o~ n aCtual difficulties brought on by thefe 
very taxes, which do now at this inftant urge us upon our 
colonies, and which are the caufe of all the prefent conteR: 
and diforder ? It i, one of the firft principles in commerce 
not to burthen the rneans and materials of manufaCtures. 
It would be nipping the fruit on the bud. The fame rea­
timing holds here. Let us keep our hands from thefe two 
great caufes and fources of our treafure and wealth. They 
have hitherto wonderfully fupplied and fupported us. They 
111ay continue fo to do, if we will futrer thelll. 

But it may be faid, that we h:«.ve at home great and pro­
fitable IJlanufa~ures, and our woollen one ill particular; 
whereby we fraud lefs in need of diftant affiftance. That 
is very tr.ue;;; but fa is it likewife, that we have on the 
continent very many expences and demands for money, be­
fides the intereft of our deb~. We ihall be very fortunate, 
if we can with the means of all our richcft refources·maks 
at the year's end an even a,ccompt. 

But it may be aiked, \':hat are we then to do? VIe are 
pref[ed with our domefric burthens and incumbrances. 
'fhcfe put us firft on the meafurc of Stamps in Americ~. 
1 F z Wherell1 
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wherein we diJ not fucceed. Thefe induCi:ld us a(telwards 
to make' demands on the India Company, wherein we had 
rather better' fortune. It isthefe, which have again brought 
us back to OUr attack on America. How are we either to 
ftand under them, or to Rlarch fonvards! Ii it fafe to reft 
as we are? What courfe are we to takt if it is not? This 
is perhaps as feriousa propofition as one Englifuman can 
put to another. No man laments more than the writer of 
thefe fueds, that twelve ye:lfS of peace are now elapfed 
with,out any thing being done, without any efrablifument 
being made, which may enable-us to maintain another war, 
or perhaps even in peace fupport long the prefent very hea­
vy preffure, under which we labour. We are in the mean 
time daily liable to be engaged'in 'war. We have now had 
an uncommon interval of peace. It was but a very few years 
ago, that we were on the bri,nk of a rupture with Spaie, 
which would undoubtedly have been attended by one with • 
:France. How can any miniil:er fleep in peace, who 'has on 
his hands the care of agrel',t government, and the welfare of 
many millions of people, while public affairs are-in a con­
dition fo very unprepared for an e,'ent, which may at any 
moment happen, and which may in our prefent fituatian 
bring wi.th it confequences. of an import~nce ha~dly to be 
conceived? Surely they thmk on thefe thmgs, whofe duty 
moil: demands it of them~ . -It is impofiible, that fuch con-' 
cerns of ours can be left only to chance a~d hazard; or, as 
it were, to the fortuitous concourfe of atoms. One would 
think there could hardly be a man in Britain, Mininer, or 
any other not perpetually employed at the plough. but who 
mull: daily revolve in his mind the prefent circumil:ances of 
his cOlin try, our burthens, our debts and our expenees; and 
at the fame time caft in his own breal1:, what mull: be tlIe 
b'eil: means of our fupporting ourfelves under them, whether 
in war or in peace. There is an iffue, which fome men 
have in view, and which I will not exprefs. We may be 
alTured, however, that they do but very fuperficiaUy con-

. fider the matter, who imagine, that this will in our cafc: 
take place without the utter ruin and confufion of every 
thing. All is notwithil:anding as yet 'tranquillity and fun­
fhine with us. We poffefs a great and fine country; we 
kave moil: noble and beneficial dependancies ; we have a 
fleet; we have an army; we have {everal hundred thouf­
ands ~nd p~rhaps near a million of men c·apable of bearing 
;al'tns In thell"ow:!l defence; we have a revenue with a fu·r-

! ~~ 
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plus above the inte~efi: of our debts a.nd expences. Surely 
,'there is yet an opportunity to find fome plan; to fettle lOn.e 
'ffrablilhment, whereon things may reil fafely and fecurely, 
and the Public and all rea[onable perfons be fatisi:ed, that 
they do fo. There is however no time to be loft. It may 
be too late to prepare, as it were, in the Gay of battle and 
at the moment when our difficulties prefs ftrongly upon u, . 
. But this is of i(felf a very wide field, and one of the great­
·eft of confiderations; nor is it my immediate fu bjetl:. 1.: ut 
,the meafures now carrying on will not effeet it or any thing 
towards it. No furrounding dangers or difficulties are a 
good reafon for running down a precipice; our fate can 
but lead HS (Ri(her at lail:. However, no ether end CUl 

happen to us from the way which we a~e now in, if we pcr-
fevere and proceed in it. . 
- This feems to be a fufficient anfwer to the point before 
us. However I will not fa turn my back on this qucil:ion. 
-as not freely and frankly to propofe, what, 1 truft, wii! at 
leail: be more effeetual for ollr purpofe, as well as more 
'cafily carried into execution. than what we are now driving 
at .. 1 mean ~odo almoft direB:ly the contrary of what we 
.are about. that is to give a greater liberty and latitude of 
trade beidl to Ireland a.nd to America, to America including 
our Weft India I!lands. That is my propofition. We are 
the feat and centre of Government. Tliis is Ollr ll:rength. 
This i~ our advantage. This is what we ale to preferve. 
While we retain this, all the money, riches and treafure of 
the more diftant aAd depend:mt parts of our empire cannot 
fail to Row in upon us. We have nothing to do with little 
jealctufies about this trade or that manut~tl:ure. It is the 
proper bufinefs of the rich to fpend t1:teir money, and of 
the poor to earn it; the State m4Y well, without meddling 
10 it, leave them to fettle the il1e~n3 of that matter with 
one another. The «nd of ail trades and of all manufattures 
muft reft with us, whlle we continll~ the feat of dominic,n. 
It is the nccc/fary cODfcquence of giving the tone and the 
law. Ambition, pleafure. fa/hion, buJinefs, curiofity. 
¢ducation, trade and commerce, pofts and places pOJreJled 
'abroad by Englifhmen, and numberlefs other caules, wilJ 
contri1autll to and effeet it·: The ifland of Jamaica and our 
other iflands in the Weft Indie. what money and commo­
dities equivalent to money have they (ent t? Engla.nd. 
could the whole-be added together..? Had they In the tlme 
acquired ten tiroes as much, it wouU all have run the fame 
. .. , road 
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road. The climate would have driven the poffeJrors . froRl 
thence, while the feat of empire would have invited them 
hither. Do not we fee the very Proprietaries of oUr nor­
thern coloilies living in England as private gentlemen, and 
have not we fometimes kno)"n them voting in Minorities of 
OUf Lower Houfe of Legiflature, while they might have 
been almoft as Princes al\d Kings in their own governmeRts? 
\Vere it in the next month to rain oyer the different parts of 
Ireland a million of money, how long does anyone imagine 
it would be, before at leaft nine hundred thoufand pou nds 
of it would find its way into England! Have we lately 
"ant~d very fufficient proofs, that there remains no abun­
dance of calli in that kingdom! I will not repeat, what has 
beeu {aid of North America; but they h:rve by their pa­
per money invented the very contrivance of the world for 
fending to us every ounce of tlieir gold and filver, did we 
but know when to be content. . , 

Look at the city of London ; they neither plant nor d~ 
they fow nor do they reap, yet Solomon or his Jerufalem 
were not in all their glory rich and great like that capital 
()f our dominions. The money of ollr whole empire is 
remitted thither, as the blood runs to the heart. Olir great 
body politic is preferved and nourillied by the difperfion 
and circulation of it IIgain from thence. Thi5 is the con­
frant and never failing courfe of things. But 'the cafe i, 
much more ftrong, if we take Great Britain itfelf, whereof 
London is only a part. That would retain a confiderable 
thare of what it receives, did not the intereft of our debt 
carry it out, as faft as it comes in. This is the iffue and the 
drain, which prevents us from perceiving ourfelves more 
enriched and refleniJhed, from the vafl quantity of treafure 
perpetually arnving to us from many parts. This may 
perhaps be the reafon why we are lefs fenfible, le(~ attentive. 
and perhaps fometimes lcfs grateful, on the occafion. But 
that is aU our own fault, our own doing. We have none 
to thank for it but ourfelvcs. We ought not on that ac~ 
count to efi'ecm thefe fupplies the lefs, for had we not them, 
it would be much worfe with us. Nothing could follow 
but our lall: deceafe and diffolution, as a State. Thefe muil: 
and will take place, whenever the others lhall flop. How­
ever thefe things do not require much reafoning. We have 
the world bt!fore us for an example. Such are every where 
the efFeCts between the centre and other partS" of a Govern­
ment, although pt~hap5 in no cafe more fo than in that <!f 

Great 
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Great Britain, on account of certain circmnfhmces and 
caufes attending that «mpire, which are particularly fuit­
ed to produce them. This is our point, if we are but 
fenfible of our true intereft; let us but preferve this our 
great and {acred prerogative, the other benefits and ad­
vantages will of courfe follow, even while we ara al1eep. 

I fhall ufe nO words to prove that this arrangement will 
bring a greater influx of treafure to thofe, to whofe liberty 
of trade it {hall ex~nd. The perf on the moft prejudiced 
or the moft {hort lighted in the cafe wlll not difpu{e that 
with me. I will venture to prefume on that point. This 
will therefore attach to us our dependancies, at the flme 
time that it enriches us ourfelves. It will firengthen and 
faften the bond and union between us. It will confirm our 
fuperiority, while it increales the fruits of it. It will bring 
us more fpoils and profits than conqueft, although it will 
operate by love and aff"etlion. It will require neither fleets 
or armies to enforce it; we need fear no revolts, no defetlions 
or confederacies on the account of it. How happy would 
it be, if all the crrcumfiances of the other plan would in 
the fame manner anfwer and play into the hands of each 
()ther! When will men be contented to do to others no 
more mifchief, than what will turn to their own beRefit? 
States and Minifiers will have advanced no mean way ill 
policy as well as in morality, when they {hall once have 
learned to confine all their evil towards others within that 
circle. It is the verY' perverfenefs of folly to fuppofe, that 
men can {erve themfelve~ only by opprcdIing others. But 
here on the contrary the hahd of nature itfelf works with 
us. Freedom of trade is our foundation; no wonder then 
that fo many bleffings coincide together. Thne is open 
before us a rich and wide field; we have only to enter and 
to reap the l\erveft, which is ripe and plentiful. This pro-

. p6fal refts tIarefore on three points; to wit, that it will 
bring a greater influx of treafure into our outward domi­
nions; that this mull: enrich the centre of empire; which 
cannot therefore likewife but illCr€afe its revenue. There 
are fuort propofitions, and no way p~rplexed. Let them 
be well examined. All falls to the ground, which has 
been faid on the fubjetl, if anyone of them be falfe or 
millaken; bllt fhould they on the contrary be all of them 
moll evident, moft certain and indifputable.. let any man 
and the greateft in traft the moi1: c?'l1fider, how he can anfw~r 
to Ireland, to the Colonies, to hIS Country at home, to hlS 

, Kin~ 
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King himfelf ik the concern' of his Revenue and his Ex­
<:hequer, the ret.Jfing his attention and affiftance to. a mea­
fure fa verypracH'cable, and at the fame time fa univerfally 
beneficid and.fahitary. ' 

This is the more and mllch more neceffary on account 
of the prefent conditien of Ireland. The late enquiry cen-, 
ccrning their linen'manufatl:ure; the pliblic hiftoryof their' 
emigrations, and the ftate of their credit at the beginning 
of theit prefent Seffionof Parliament, hav~ made that fuf­
ficiently known. I 1ball not pretend to defcribe it. Eng­
land has perhaps from that ifland reaped more real benefit, 
than Spain ever did frem Mexico or Peru. Spain gains in­
deed from thefe peffe'ffions great riches of filver and gold ;: 
but fhe has dearly purchafed them at the price of her inha­
bitants and peeple at home. Whereas Ireland aff;rds us' 
in many ways a very advantageous alIiftance and fupport 
of men, while we receive from her at the fame time a con­
[tant moil: rich influx 'and fupply of money. We now fo 
depend on thefe things, and can fo ill do without them, 
and are by thefe means fe united with our Sifter Wand, that, 
fhould fhe on any account unhappily fink, fhe cannot but, 
like a mill ftone faftened about OU·r necks, carry us down' 
along with her. Should her condition grow work~ whO' 
knows but it may turn to rage and defpair, and either have 
ar, effeCt on her Legillature, er that the majority thereof 
may be hardly able to manage and govern their own State. 
I am 12ll\villing to point out fuch poffibilities; but it will 
not be long health and wealth in England, fheuld any ir­
rC'tri,:vable mifchicf happen in Ireland. A mod'erate re­
medy might however now be timely, for what may in futu­
rily be beyond redrefs. A greater liberty and latitude 
of trade is rhe proper al1ifiam:e in the cafe. It is 
lV-hat Ireland itfelf wifhes and defires. It ~ll at the fame 
time be of more benefit to us than to them. France is 
belting us out of the trades of Turkey, of Spain and even 
of Porrugal. Let us but loofe the Irifh, and they will do 
as much for them and likewik'for fame others. It is Great 
Britain which withhulds the hand of Ireland, and not the 
natuie of things that confines it. Let us but confent and 
they wi~l foon thetch out the~r right hand into many a 
In,,! !~et In the world, where It noW' never appears, and 
having done fo they will immediately pay to us with. their 
left the money gained there, as furely as that we are borA 
Engli/hmen. 
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.' r ?o not point out particulars; lights will not be, want:.. 
Ihg m that refpeCt, whenever there {hall be an inclinatiori 
to demand them. I do not moreover mean to fignify, that 
any opening of the commerce ofIreland and America, re­
commendt:d within the compafs of thefe {heets, will of it. 
felf be adequate to all the-dllmands of our prefent fituation. 
That will, in all appearance, require a new and univerfal 
arrangement of our taxes and commerce, wherein Great 
Britain her/elf muft bear a moft material part. No man 
c.an fay, that all the Money in Europe is equal to our na­
tIonal Debt, nor can therefore any provifion be fufficient, 
but what may produce effeCts anfwerable to fnch a very 
great neceffity. Some plan feems to be demanded, which 
may bring into Great Britain a good parr of all the ,gelId 
andfilver now current'in the world. Nothing lefs will . 
perhaps do our bufinefs. The praCticability of this cannot 
but appear a doubtful problem .. Were all ftates whatfo­
ever formed on a conftitution the moft advantageous for 
commerce, whereof each is capable, it is evident that they 
would then {hare among them thofe two precious metals in 
fo near a proportion that no one could therein have over 
the reft any very great fuperiority. But this is exceedingly 
wide of the cafe. No one ftate is fo conftituted but, on the 
contrary, almoft al~ governments whatever are framed and 
aCt on principles direa:Iy oppofite thereto. 'This gives a. 
very great opportunity for an extreme difference and dif. 
proportion in that refpeCt. Ids perhaps on the availing 
ourfelves thereof, that depends the future welfare of our 
country, and the fafety, the ftability and the very fabfif. 
tence of our ftate. The Dutch are a fmall people, or at 
leaft have but a very confined territory, and that defended 
with difficulty from the lea. They have neverthelefs done 
a great deal in the way, which we are fpeaking of. They 
are certainly therein at the head of all mankind. How­
ever it is evident, and might be eafily pointed out, that 
they are yet far {hort of perfeCtion. There is good room 
for others to go beyond, and efpecially for a ftate which 
has fuch advantages as Great Britain. However, what 
degree of advantage the n.ature of things will admi~ of on 
this head, or how to attam thereto, are no~ queiho~s of 
this prefent inftant. ~ have ~aid thus much, le~ to It .by 
my fubjeCt together WIth the mtereft of the Pubhc the~em~ 
a~d the neceffity, which I~am perfu.ade~, my cou~try IS at 
this time Iomder of finding and carrymg mto exeC\1uon fome 
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ruch great, generd and falu~ary meafure. Happy will be 
the hand that fuall in the firf!: place prevent the ruin where­
on we are now running. We muft begin there. That iii 
the objet!: direaIy before us. Let us next enlarge the trade 
of Ireland and America. This will do a great deal. It 
may withal lead us towards a more univerfal plan, with 
which it cannot at the fame time but coincide.' It will 
Withal be well, that this couble benefit of thefe two parts 
of our country went hand in hand together. The prefent 
flate of Ireland makes it abfolutely and immediately ne~ 
ceffary for the one, and the intercft of Great Britain re­
quires it for both. 

I do not enter into particulars concerning the ftopping~up 
the Port of Bofton, or the new laws given to Maffachufetts 
Bay. However I muft obferve, that the alteration of their 
Charter, and of their Civil Governro1:nt, is not temporary' 
like the other provifions, but perpetual. The breaking of 
Charters is making th6 worft war upon mankind. It in­
volveii the innocent and thofe yet unborn. Every thing de­
pcndii with men on their conftitution of government. Such 
at meafure is therefore wantonly laying wafte the territories 
vf the earth, and, I fpeak it with reverence, it is even for­
bidding Providence itfelf to make mankind hapFy thereon, 
unlefs he fualJ, for the undoing the works of unreafonable 
.and ill judging men, 'perform immediate miracles, and 
fufpend or counterat!: hiS own laws of nature, which is fure­
ly not to be fllppofed or expet!:ed. As for thofe, who re­
fufe or impede law and juftice for blood, let them be well 
aware, that they do not thereby bring it on their own heads, 
or warrant private men to be themfelves their own avengers. 
However the whole will no doubt be received in America 
as a declaration of war, and depend upon the fame iffue. It 
muLl be by force and conqueft if they fubmit. It is pro­
bably not a month or a year .. that will finally determine this 
affair. The flame may break out immediately, or the fire 
may fmother until fome fatal opportunity of our being en­
gaged in a foreign war or fome other fuch occalion. The 
authors of thefe meafures no doubt expet!: that the removal 
of the Cuftom-houfe and the fufpenfion of the trade of 
Bofton will briug thefe people on their knees and force 
them to fubmit to the reft of OUr meafures. It is evident, 
that this is their idea. They might have been well inform­
ed and inftrut!:ed, and ought t() have been fo before they 
proceeded fo far. They may neverthelefs find themfelves 
Jlluch miftaken in the event, however forward they are to 
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ftazard on their opinion the welfare anq prorperity of their 
.country. It is no wonder, that fame men cannot even at 
the dillance of Amel'ica bear a Democratical Conftitution. 
But they ought to know the Hiftory of the World better 
than to be ignorant of t~e ftrength and the force of fuch 
a form of government, and how ftrenuoufly and almoft 
wonderfully people living under one have fometimes exerted 
themfelves in aefence of their rights and liberties. and how 
fatally it has ended with many a man and many a ftate, 
who have entered into quarrels, wars and contefts with 
them. 

Some ray, that all the contr,diClion and oppofition of 
America originates from home, and that it is only the fae. 
tion of England which catches there. Nothing perhaps 
~eftifies a greater ignorance of the true ftate of that coun­
try, than fuch a notion. What is all the fpirit of Patri­
otifm or of Liberty now left in England more than the laft. 
fnuff of an expiring lamp? It is not longer than three and 
thirty years ago, that it was otherwife with us. But who 
can fay whe~her the fame flame, the fame facred flame may 
not at this time burn brightly and ftrongly in America, 
which once fhowed forth fw:h wonders in Greece and in 
Rome, and from whore aAles it ftill enlightens a great part 
of mankind, I mean, all who are not funk in ignorance 
or barbarity. They have certainly there excellent and free 
forms of government and which partake perhaps in fome 
degree of the principles, whereon were framed the ancient 
ones of thofe emin~nt cities. They are themfelves as yet a 
new and uncorrupted people. They carried with them 
formerly the fpirit of Liberty from England, at the time 
that it was in its greateft purity and perfeClion there, nor 
has it fince degenerated by the climate. Whoever lhall 
judge of their temper by that at home, and proceed ac­
cordingly, will perhaps in the end be fcorched by that 
flame, which he may find to burn too powerfully for him. 
and of the nature and of the means to extinguifu which he 
was totally ignorant. 

I have now confidered the reaitude, the practicability 
,and the profit to be expeCled from our prefent m~afures. 
and have gone fo far as to offer another meafure mftead~ 
I hope that I have proved my propofitions to a great de­
gree of cH:arnefs 3?d certainty. I do not know what t~ do 
more on this fubJeCl unlefs I fhould propofe fomethmg, 
which might convince and fatisfy without the trouble of 
reafon and argument. This feems difficult. However I 
" , Gz will 
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~it1 not defpair. Let me be permitted to try PlY h~nd ~ 
the cafe. I win recommend and, fo far as becomes me, 
defire and requefr, that every one when he confiders ';If this 
fubjeCl, and efpecially before he ufes any hard words?r 
palfes any harth laws, will place himfelf in America; wl~l 
imagine himfelf i>orn, bred, refident and having all hI,S 
concerns and fortune there. I do not mean in the light of 
a Governor, or or one who feeks to recommend and to ad­
vance himfelf here at the 'expence of his countrymen in 
that part of the world; but as one, who 'has no othe;r 
yiews or interefr except in the common good of his col?ny 
or continent. Let then any fuch man candidly and faIrly 
alk himfelf in his own breafl, what he {hould in that fitu­
ation think of being taxed at Weflminfler, and letilO man 
pn this occafion throw 'a flone, whofe heart does not plainly 
and roundly anfwer him with its afient. I may make too 
free with Miniilers of State; but I would particularly prefs 
this on thofe, whofe defires, paffions and inclinations are 
followed by effe4s, and who hold perhaps at this moment 
in their hands the fate or Great Britain and of North 
America. This I fay, is a propofition without a fyllo­
gifm; but which, if properly brought home and enforced 
by every man upon himfelf, may perhaps penetrate, move 
and foften more than all the arguments and earneftnefs, > 

which I have hitherto ufed. ' 
I would willingly try this expel'iment of tranfpofition 

upon a late tranfatlion, wherein fame people's opinions 
fcem to be affeCted by locality. Certain letters (fee let­
tets of Governor Hutchinfon, &c.) have been publithed 
of an American Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and 
a third perfon, together with remarks and the fpeech of a 
learned and ingenious Gentleman. They are offered as 
an appeal to the public' againfl the colony of Malfachu­
fetts Bay. Thefe' carinot, therefore, but be th~mfelves 
likewile the objeCls of a public confideration. I have, by 
the touchftone oflocality, a mind to examine and queftioR 
fome of this learnea gentleman's reafouing. It is now but 
bet~een eighty ~nd ninety years flnce we. of this country 
)~ll1{hed our King. On what ground did we do it i'.:.-.It 
ifill be anfwered; that we did not like his aCtions; for 
.hat. they tended to ~ep~ive us of our bell rights and pro­
~ertles. That we dId It as Englilhmen on the Conftitu­
twn of England-Who was the common Judge between us 
~nd him t - There was 110 fuch comm011 Judge. We 
~~~g~d for ourfclves. H~ was our l\.ing, our Magiilrate, 

our 
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our Truftee. When we found him to fail in the effential 
points of thefe offices, we took another. Tilis was (Jur 
right, as Englifumen-Bllt we fet afide one of his daugh­
ters from her turn in the fucceffion, and appoin:ed inllead 
a: perfrJn who h:id nOo title by birth. The King's horfe 
threw him, and the Lady fucceedcd. But that wa~ chance. 
It might in a courfe of nature very well have happened, 
that fue had never been ~een. What had fue done i­
She had taken a remarkable part in the Revolutioo , and 
was totally unexceptionable. But there were in one fcale 
the welfare and happinefs of many millions of people, and 
in the other the advancement of only one Lady, althou!!h 
a deferving one. There was therefore no equality, rhe 
latter could not but kick. the beam-I anfwer, that I fuo­
{cribe to this with my hand and my heart. But this is one 
fide of the medal. Let us turn the reverfe. An American 
Governor is not fo big as a King; he does not wear a 
Crown, nor bear a Scepter, nor fit on a Throne, nor is 
wodhipped on the knee, nor has a Navy nor an Army, 
nor makes Bilhops nor Judges, nor is his Civil Lill per­
haps above a thoufand pounds a year. He feems to be 
much more refponfible and more removable than a King. 
Suppofe then that one of our Colonies fhould take the 
ftrongeft exceptions to their Governor, and defire to change 
him; would they in that cafe be permitted to judge for 
themfelves i'-No. Why not ?-Becaufe they are Ameri­
cans. Who are to judge for them i-We. y.. hy fo?­
Becaufe we are Englifhmen.-llut would their application 
be to us a fufficient caufe for a removal ?-Perh.aps not; 
but on the contrary a reafen to continue him at prefent, 
and to promote an!i advance him afterwaras. Tiat has 
been the cafe before, and may probably be fo again-But 
why is the meafure which we mete to them fo differen t 
from that which we meafqre to ourfelves i-Becaufe we arc 
Englifumen, and they are Arnericans.-This mufl: be ?wn­
ed to be perfeaIy juft and fatisfatiory, and the Amencans 
are the moll unreafonable rne!l in the world, if thl:Y do not 
fee it exaaIy in the fame light. 

But' fuppofe that the Reprefentative Body of the Pro­
vince 1hould make the complant?-The anfwer would,then 
be, that thOere was no accufer, or if anyone ch?fe t . 1peak 
Latin no delator.-Suppofe that they ceJrnplam of falfe­
hood and treachery towards the Province?-Th~t wo.uld be 
no charge, no crimen.--:Suppofe that they gave m eVl~~nce 
the party's own letters r~'l hat would complete the tlung; 

ior 
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fur there would ~hen be no evidence, ?Ot~is.-:-But will 
this hold water ?-:-Admirahly; with refpett to America and 
in Latin. 

It is ftron9"ly difputed, whether thefe Amerjcan letters 
are of a public or a private nature. This may not in it­
felf be a'very important point. Howev,er, let us endea­
"our to fettle it fince it lies in our way. Whatever con­
c( rns and affeCts the i~terefts, the welf/lre and happinefs 
of a whole people is and muff be of a public nature, whe­
ther papers, letters, or any other thing whatfoever. Go'oci 
and evil are not matters of law or of logic, They are the 
moft, if not the only eifentiaf circumfl:ances of the world. 
They are wha~ every thing elCe refels to. Taey ftamp an 
~::rnal mark and difference on all things, which even imlf­
t ination cannot cancel or eraCe. The enjoyment of the 
(me, and the avoiding of the other, is the very end of Glur 
being, ang like wife of all the beings which do Of which 
even can be Cuppofe!! to exift, and which have a fenCe and 
perception of them. Whatever therefore relates to the 
J,eneral good and evil of a People is of a public nature. 
it is tb.t circumftance which makes it fo. The terms are 
3:5 good as Cynonymous. Whatever concerns, on the con~ 
hary only this or that individual is of a private nature. 
It is confined to his or their happinefs or welfare; to his or 
their good and eliil. There is again tjle true and unerring 
di{tinttion. Thefe things teem clear to the greateft degree 
of intuitive certainty. It is ftrange to be forced to reaf~m 
about them. Howe\'er we are told otherwiCe. If fome 
compli.mnts h;:ppen in a letter to be made to an old Lady, 
it changc3 the dfence of every thing> ilie contracts and 
confines the whole matter, and all becomes of a private 
nature, alth'JUgh the chief fubjea of that very letter Ihould 
he to ad v:le and point out the means of altering the 
Charter, and of new modelling the Conilitution of a Co-
1011)" and that there fhould be recommended therein the 
finding Cume way according to its own lan~\lage " to 
" T A K E 0 F F the original incendiaries," left they 
lliollld " continue to infiil their }'<lifon into the minds of 
" the people j" but the mentioll of the old Lady makes it 
all private (tee Mr. Wedderrnurn's fpeech, page 94, and let­
ter of Mr. A. Oliver, Feb. J 3, (769)' But fuppofe th~t 
thefe letters were really meant and intended to produce 
public effe8.s; what will that do?-Nothing at'all. If the 
perron ~ad nc:t at t,hat mo~ent a place, to w~om they 
were wnlt~n, It figl1llies nothmg j although he mlght have 
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had a poft before, and might look for one again, and al­
though he might have communicated thefe lelters to others 
for the very purpofe of affeCting the Public. All this will 
be of no importance, if the perf on did not happen to have 
a place at the time.-Would 110t one be tempted to think, 
that as fome endeavour to leave no property in America. 
others have a mind to banilh all human reafon out of 
American aJfairs 1 

But let us take this matter in another lig ht-~uppofe a 
Prince to have been the fubjetl of thefe letters infl:ead of 
a People, and his conduCt and charaCter to h.we ther€in 
been fp freely treated and cenfured inftead of theirs, and 
the divefting him of his Fower and. dignity fo plainly men 
tioned and recommended inftead of the depriving them .J 
their rights and privileges, and the ta.b~g him ~'proPGfed 
inftead of the taking ojj fome of them, what would have 
been the confequence 1 High Treafon-But might not 
thefe have .been private letters of friendlhip, and the re­
ceiver have fecreted and concealed them I-There is n() 

fuch thing- as private letters in the cafe. No civilities fent 
to the faueft Lady in the land can mah them fo. The 
perfon receiving muft, at his own peril, carry them to a 
Secretary of State or t'J a J uftice of the Peace or to forne other 
Magiftrate; we do notwantotherwife a word for him, which 
i.mifprifion of treafon. Bllt who would take notice offuch 
a thing 1-Let Mr. Att0rney or Mr. Solicitor anfwer that­
But on what ground is all this ?-Becaufe the prince is fllP­
pofed to be the public perfon, and to reprefent the whole 
people, and that what relates to him may affeCt them­
But there are bad Princes, and writing ag:linft them is 
fometimt:s writing in fupport and in the interdl:s of the 
Public and of the People-No fu,ch plea or propofition is 
ever fuffered. It would on the contrary be an additional 
crime even to make or to offer it.-But does anyone. by 
reprefenting a body, acquire more prerogatives than belong 
to that body itfelf, or are the Public more affeCted through 
a third perf on th,an immediately in themfelves?-Yes, juft 
fo. Say a word againft a Prince, and beware of infor­
mations, indifunents, fines, prifons, fcaffolds and gibbet5. 
Thefe are the ftrongeft arguments in the world, and 1 never 
knew any man get the better in difputing with them. But 
abufe a people from morning till night,l and every one 
knows that the rule and the law is, let them mend their 
mal)ners, if it is tiue; let them defpife it, and leave it to 
fall on the author~ if it is not-l am at the feet of Gama-

liel, 
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l:.el/I defire only to learn. I fhall not contradia the doc. 
trine concerning a Prince, and I fubfcribe heartily to that 
about a pecplc. Should thefe commonwealths of 'America 
ever become as fhong and indepcndant as they are now 
weak and dependa':lt, and fhould they in their greatnefs 
and glory remember a word of the humbleft aad meaneft~ 
but nut the lcaft fincere or the ieaft difinterefl:ed of their 
friends and advocates, it will be never to employ force 
and power againft reaf0n and argument; to Ie-ave thofe 
ini1:ruments to fuch as chufe to make ufe of them, but to 
believe truth to be ever the real intereft of the People and 
the Public, and that no other incenfe ~ r facrifice lhould 
ever be offered at the altars of that Geddefs, but the pure 
oblation of a freedom of thinking, fpeaking, and writing. 
But here it cannot well fail to be obferved, that lhould 
thefe people, whofe diftrefi'es are now pleaded, ever come 
to be mafters both of themfelves and of others, to be 
glutted with power and riches, that they will certainly run 
the race of the relt of mankind, and learn iii their turn 
tyranny and injui1:ice, as their betters land their predecef­
fan have done before them-I anfwer, no man perhaps 
believes this more than myfelf; however that is not now 
the cafe. But it is hoped, that neither will there in that 
day be wanting fame honeft man, who will endeavour to 
make them blufh at futh a condua, if he /hall not be able 
to difi'uade and divert them from it. However I would 
willingly in my turn now atk, whether this lall: obfervation 
is alfo local and confined to· America, or whether it extends 
itfelf Jikewife to Great Britain? 

It is not reafon and argument; it is this locality which 
opnates on the prefent occafion. It is this .only that 
makes many men eafy and indifferent in the cafe about 
right and wrong, juftice and injuftice. Were my country­
men now in Eng'and dipped once in the river Delaware, 
I dare fay, that it would make an almoft miraculous 
change in their qpinions. If fome, who might be named, 
weretranfpofedinto Afi'embly Me_n, they would perhaps be 
as ready to repeal certain late laws as ever they were to pafs 
them. However, I will not go back again to topicks, 
which feem fumcient to awake the moft lethargic Englitll­
man out of his fJundell: fleep; but I defire to put a cafe 
relating to this locality itfelf and its powers and effeas. 

At the -beginning of the lall: century, there lived a 
gentleman of the name of Fawkes. He hired a houfe and 
fame cellars, and other apartments in Wefiminfter. We 

will 
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,;vrll fuppofe that he had a leafe of them; a leafe is for the 
time as good as a p,urchafe; it might not indeed be ftamp­
ed, but ftamps ,were not then in faillion, it was good with~ 
out. He bought fome gunpow~er. It is to be be~ieved. 
that he paid,honeftly for it. He could perhaps have pro­
«;luced a receipt for it~ He p~~ced it in the cellars or o,ther 
apartments hired by him. He had indeed a mind to amufe 
himfelf with blowing up the Legifiature of Great'Britain. 
He met with his reward. . But fuppofe that ~e and Garhet 
and the reft of their affo~iates, inftead' of, falli:ng, into the 
hands ,of an Englilh Jury, had been tried at Rome before 
the Confiftory Court or any other Conrt there, they would 
no doubt have found an advocate. That is no otAer thall 
the duty of the'profeqion. I will not take upon me to fay. 
wh!!ther he woula in this cafe have flo,urifhed about privat~ 
property, trefpafs 6t ~ercible entry; but whatever turn the 
It~lian council had thou~ht proper to give the ~aufe of his 
~hents, has. ~ny ope fenou/ly the !eaft doubt but tjlat they 
would have been cle~red and acquitted, and, pr9bably by 
the C!lurt of Rome l'tfc:lf. in good time pref~rred and pro­
moted. As it happened. nothing remained for them but 

,the honour of Martyrdom, which however fome of them 
are faid to have attained. So much ca'n a difference of 
climate do, and fuch force have prejudiCe, prepoffeffion 
and locality.. But Garnet alld Fawkes and their friends 
were fools, Jefuit$ as foine of them were. T~ey did not 
'underftand their trade, . A certain northern Prince of our 
'time, and perhaps fame others, have found better ways of 
blowing up Legiflatures than with gunpowder, which do 
not make a quarter ?f the crack and combu!l:ion, but 
which are ten times l\lore effetl:uaI. 

But our colonies might be well enough:, were it not for 
Dr. Frankli'n, who has, with a orand lighted from the 
douds, fet fire to all America.--No Governments care ever 
to acknowledge the people to be fairly againft them. For 
whatever may be the ,cafe' with the opinions of the multi­
tude in' abftrufe and refined matter,s, which b~t little con­
cern them, nor do they much trouble themfelves about; 
yet the en'd, an.a. there~ore the touchftone a~d trial, ' of a~l 
Government bemg their welfare and happmefs, there IS 

hardly common modefty i~ affeaing to defpife and refufc 
their fenfe concerning their own good and evil, their own 
feelin~s, bene~ts or fu1ferings: It is in thefe things th~t 
the voice of the People is (:lid to approaeh that 0'£ their 
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Maker. The (ycophants of Minifters endeavour the~efore­
to throw on the artifice and influence of individuals all 
difcontent or di1fatisfaCtion of the Public. Mr. Wilkes 
moves England, and Dr. Franklin America; as if we had 
here no feeling, but through the firft, and they had there 
neither eyes or ears but by the latter. It were happy for 
mankind, if Adminiftrations procured tbeir own votes and 
majorities with as much fairnefs as the voice of the People 
is commonly obtained. I wonder, whether we fllould then 
have ever heard of any government in Europe indebted in 
the fum of a hundred and forty millions fterling; or be at 
this moment under the alarm of a parent ftate attacking it, 
Own colonies, or of a great empire fetting at work its fleets 
and armies only to throw the parts of itfelf into mifchief 
and confulion. It is idle and childilh to be crying out 
againft this or that private perfon. The truth is, that 
whenever governments heap up combufiibles, there will al. 
ways be found a hand to put the match to them, or thefe 
would heat and fire of themfelves if there were not. 

But is not Mr. W.'s Phillippick againft the DoCtor a ca­
pital performance ?-I am fure that I have not tbe leaft in­
clination to depeciate the ingenuity of that learned Gen· 
tIeman, whofe argument I have been making fo free with. 
But the being charmed with fpruce expreffions or a fmart­
nefs of inveCtive, where the {ubjeCt makes againft the privi­
leges or the liberties of a People, what is it better than if a 
parcel of prifoners or of galJey flaves were fa abjeCt as to 
take a pleafure in the rattling, or, as it were in the mufic of 
their own chains. 

I am draw4lg towards an end of my care€'r; However I 
will fay fomething to the Americans themfelves. Iobferve 
them to charge fometimes on the Britilh fubjeBs in gene­
ral the meafures with which they are aggrieved. Herein 
they do us wrong. I may venture to affirm, tltat there 
would not be hurt the hair of the head of an American, 
were it to be voted by all our country, Everyone muft re· 
member the univerfal fatisfaaion produced by the repeal of 
the Stamp ACt, and it would no doubt be the fame again 
were the prefent meafures difcharged and remitted. But it 
often happens, that Reprefentatives and their Conftituent, 
are in the moft e1fential and the moil important points di­
reCtly and diametrically oppofite to one another. I do not 
prete~d to account for this. It is a fatality. But the 
Amencans fuollld tonfiderJ 1hat two different parts of a 
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.country may be oppreffed by one and the {arne hand. Ad­
miniftrations have been fquandering and running us in debt 
at home, IIntil our whole fubftance is wafted and confumed. 
it may now be coming to their turn. But procui a Jove, 
procul afulminl. Great Britain is firft brought to its ex~ 
tremity. Let any of our dependancies compare their bur­
~hens with ours, and then complain of the nation, if they 
$hall finq that ours are the lighter. I do not mean to make 
a merit of tpis; but let them fuppofe the fame ftrong hand· 
~o be upon qs both, when they Ihall have been convinced 
how little we .are in this refpect to be envied. 

I am ~D\yi1ling to take my leave without faying likewife 
o.ne word to my Co~ntrymen of England. It is not only 
riches and power; ~en and money, which the centre of 
government receives from the detached plirts of its domi­
nions, but likewife credit and honour in tlte world. aThe 
Scotch and the Irill!. are as good men as any in Europe. 
This is well known wherever they reek fervice and ~fta­
J>lilhments, and the wkich they are left to do in more parts 
tha~ is for the benefit of Great Britain. Qur Country­
men of America have not yet fo figured in our quarter of 
the globe;' but it is hardly a compliment to ,place them 
clearly at the head of their own, the offspnng of all other 
people there included. If there are any {poiled children 
of our national family, it m~ft be the Englilh t4emfe1ves; 
unlefs that riches and luxury mend the manners of men. 
But neverthelefs being fo the feat of Empire, and all com;' 
mands iffuing from our capital, and our name being for­
ward, the actions, the merits~ the figure, the reputation 
~nd the glory of al! our Countrymen whatfoever ane! 
wherefoever do exceedmgly redoand to us, and to the cre-
4it of England and of Englilhmen. There is another 
circumftance, which none of us can obferve but with fatif­
faction. I mean, that we feem to be, as individuals, on 
as fair tenns with the other par~s of.o!!r nation as they with 
one another; that the name of Englilhman is as acceptable, 
arid will go with them as far as that of any other of th~ 
appellations into which we are divided. Whether this 15 

our defert, or a confequence of the fame caufe, I will not 
fay; but it is what muft give U3 pleafure. In return for 
thefe things, they de fire no more than a juft fenfe and ac­
knowledgment of them. Wkether we do make this re­
turn, whether thefe circumftances have always the weight 
\vi!h us which they merit, EnglifhmeJ!. will beft determine 
, . .. Ji z· by 
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"y f'xaminil'O' into their own bre:l.!1s. But this we may be 
a.rured of, that the good will, aJt"eEl:ion and a,ttachment of 
our Countryrilen fpread tluoughout our common Empire, 
will be olir lirmeft ftrength and fecurity, if it lhall be our 

• lot to continue in our prefent fplendor and profperity; as 
likewife that the fame cannot but be our beil: fupport and 
~liIiflance, wherewith to weather the ftorms of fate and for­

. tune, if Heaven lhall on the contrary have any reverfe, or 
times of difficulty and diftre[~, in flore for us. 

I have now fini111ed, unlefs it may be a few words with 
TefpeEl: to the Author himfelf. He hopes, that lhould in 
the warmth of writing any inadvertencies or inaccuracies 
have fanen from him, that they will be readily overlook­
ed; he is perfuaded, that thel;e are none fuch as afFeEl: his ar­
gument. He has wrote with'fieedom, but he truftswithout 
offence; he has no perfonal vi~ws whatfoever in any thing, 
that he has advanced or offered; he has no intereft in any 
diftant part of the Britilh dominions. neither in Scotland, 
Ireland or America; he has neither trade or traffick with 
them, nor a foot of land in any of them. His concerns, 
his property, his family, his friendlhips, his afFeEl:ions, 
every thing moft dear to him centre in South Britain. He 
has no intercourfe or connexion with any man, that either 
is, or that ever was, or who to the beft of his knowledge 
defires to be a MiniHer. Heis totally indifferent who !hall 
be at the head of our affairs, any otherwife than as the 
Public may be concerned in it. He would not perhaps in 
his humble fituation accept of any place or poft, high or 
low, which the King has to confer, great and powerful as he 
is, he wi!hes only that thefe !heets may be read, as they are 
written, with the pureft and the moft difinterefted inten­
tions for the good, the greatnefs and the profperity of our 
whole empire, for the union, harmony and prefervation of 
all its parts, and for the particular intereft, fafety, peace, 
.... elfare and happinefs of England . .Aril 17, 177f· 
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