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SERIOUS 

CON SID ERA T 10 N- S, Me. 

~WhJII~~ S France .Has hitherto, by the Means ' 
of Great-Britain chiefly, been prevent. 
ed flOm enOaving the V/orld and 
Mankind, tbey are become of Courte 
our implacable and moft inveterate 

Enemie~, and of late every where our Competitors 
in Trade, and, as one of the Links of their grand 
Syftem l Encroachers upon our Territories; re
gardlef~ of all Faith, Oaths, or Treaties, their na
tional Polity being one continued Train of Chicane 
and Deceit; witnefs, the late audacious Infult of 
an abandoned Crew of his lVlajet1:y's own Subjects, 
iniligated and fupported by that grand Monarch,. 
upon tbe Liberties of Great-Britain itfelf. 

J'HEJ R late Encroachments llFln his MaHly's 
Rights and Territories, in the Ecs/l ;Fd Weft-LdiLJ, 
in Africa, and in Hudfrm's-Bay, \V1[:1 the moil: pro .. 
voking Circumil:ances, are 1'0 we:l known, that I 
believe I need not mention them. A nd now they 
feem avowedly, and with much Affurance, to optn 
the fame fhameful Scene upon rhl': Continent, 
which they have indeed been long praC1::fing unrler
hacd. Thus by Syil:em they are become tht Di
fhll'bers of the Peace of Mankind~ and worre man 
a pdt, for (here is no End of it to every C':)ii!:" 

gUDus Socit:'ty ; we are not the only Objtcrs of tll lr 
Refentment. 
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THAT vail Sums have b~en ~xpended 4pon their 
royal Geographers) and H ydrograpbers, in Or~er 
that their Maps and Sea-Charts may quadrate WIth. 

their Dolitical Syftem of Encroachments upon the 
TerritoriLs of other Nations, is apparent to the 
whole \\' orld; and thus by dl-abliiliing their ima
to,nary Rights by Pen and 1nk, they are determined 
to confirm t;lt ir Accuracy by a forcible Poffeffion . 
.?, n()(ilt:r Piece-of Findle, or French Policy, is that 
of bcrying Leaden Platfs up and down this Conti
n~nt, wIth certain Infcripcions, in order to form 
new Pre[enGons ; but in this, I am told, they were 
cifcovercd by fome of our Indians, who, tho' not 
pleafed, were diverted with the Whim, as I am 
confident the \Vorld mllfl: be with their other Pro
ject, being eCJually ridiculous. What Figure we 
are like to mdke in this Difpute; we, I fay, who 
are fu neatly concerned in the Event, and who mufi: 
become in all Probability, the fidl: ·Sacrifice; we., 
to whom, in a great Meafure, all this Impertinence 
is owing, who by an ill-judged Frugality meanly 
pegleEted the preventing their firft I ntfl1fions at 
Crov:.':: PO,'ll!, and that important Pars at Niagara, 
an~ fome more of the like Kind, together with a 
total N egkCt of Indian Affairs, I fhall not take 
upon me to determine; nor fhall I enter into a 
Difcuffion of the Reafons of that NegleCt, or to 
whom owing, at this Time; this is nOt the Time to 
retrofpecr, we muO: now look forward. Our Cafe at 
prefent is neicher more nor lefs than this, '1Jiz. That 
the French are now drawing a Line along rhe Bor
ders of our Settlements in every Province, from the 
Mouth of St. Lawrence, to the Mouch of Miffi
jippi, and building Forts to fecure the moil: conve-
nient PaIfe5 on the Lakes, that form the Communi. 
cation; by which they will dftttually cut off all 
Intercourfe and Traffick, between us and the In-

dia11S 
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dianr inhabiting th.e inland Countrjes ; and likewif~ 
compel thofe who are Neighbours and Allies, by 
reafon of the abfolute'Dependance they muft have 
oli the French for every Thing they want, as well 
as for their Liberty of Hunring and Fit11ing, to fall 
under their Subjection, or ftarve. It therefore be
hoveth us at this Time 'to exert our utn10ft En. 
deavQurs, by all the Means in our Power, to p~e
vent fo bad a Neighbourhood. It is a Maxim 
in' England, to avoid,- if pollible, the Neighbour
hood of a great Lord; by the fame Parity of 
Reafon, what ought we then not to do, to avoid 
that of an ambitious, all-grafping Monarch, whofe 
Vlill, often the Caprice of a Mif~, or a Fovourite, 
is the Law; For Juch is our Plia!ure, is their whole 
Corpus juris. One great Step, if not the greatdl: 
to :this grand Monarch's \miverr~l Syftem, is (hat 
of being poffeffed of this Northern Continent of 
America, a Territory boundle(s as is his Ambition: 
In which he has made not a little Progrefs. 

THE vaft Anxiety the Court and Kingdom of 
France were under on the Lors of Cape-Bretoll, 
efteemed the Key and Dunkirk of North America, 
and which I doubt will be equally baneful to us as 
ever the other was to Britain, together with other 
numerous Circumftances, and indeed from every 
Step taken, may convince us, that the Pl an for ex
tirpating the Sllbjetl:s of Great-Britaitz out of Ame· 
rica, has been long in Agitation; the French Jay 
their Plans of chis Kind at a Diftance, but feldom 
lofe the Point in View. ' 

THEY have fo~ many Years been indefatigable in 
their Endeavours to fedace our Indians; we on the 
other Side, have been as indolent as they could 
willi; and if ever they fucceed in this Point effec
tually, they wiU have little eIfe to do. 
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REGUL AR Troops are of little ~~e here, further 
than to fight from behind \Valls; It IS by iVJeans of ; 
the bdia11s, and by them only, that any Stop ca.n .• 
be put to thofe wicked ~ncroi1chn~ents, And ~hlS . 
lsas yet very ~ar from beIng eJther,l!l1po!Iibl~ or 1m· :1 

practicable, it all .Hands ict heartily. about ~[; the : 
very French themlelves openly upbraid us with our I 

Indolence and Divifions, which they acknowledge. -
to be their greateft Security. It is evident therefore 
I think to a Demonftration, that if we continue to 
neo-Iect cur Indians much longer, Of, if this Plan 
ot~ Congrefs for a Confederacy fhould prove abor
tive through the Caprice of any Man, or Number 
of l\len, or by any ill-judged Frugality, that we 
may from thence date the Commencement of the 
DifTo!ution and Deftruction of thefe Cv16nies: 
As for my own Part I fincerely believe the Indians I 

will go off in ,a Body, and in that Cafe we fhall 
moft c,ruinly be the firfl: undone, Great-Bi.-itailZ 
wi:l ruffer, and all Europe \\' ill fooner or later feel 
the Effects of ie. Thofe therefore, \\ho are more 
immedi:ttely concerned, and with whom we have 
entrufted the Security of our Lives and Fortunes, 
have not a little to an[wer for to the prefent Gene
ration, as well as to d~lfe who are to come after 'llS, 

for their Conduct upon this critical Occafion. 
LET us for once fu ppofe (he French, by their 

Fortificatio:ls and Lines of Communication, abfo
lutely ~;li~cr" lither_ by Force, or Friendib.ip of 
the IndlaJls; how ea1y a lVlatter would it be for 
them, with a rmallllJvaJ Force, to pll't us between 
two Fires? A [mall Force of reo'ular Troops to at- ' 
tack Al/'a;)" and l\Tc":~" Tork, a~ the fame Time 
,:,hi!e their Blood-houilJs are burning and maL~ ,> 
f~crIDg ,our OllC-f~ttlt'ments, is, in my humble Opi
mon .. tne Plan la:d, :1I1d Wh;C:l they will put in Ex .. 
eCLltlon fooner or latter, according as they become 

Mafters 
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Mafters of the Indians; and what a Catanroph~ 
will this create ! ~~. 

WHERE is now that Champion of our Liberties. 
who fo worthily 'exerted hiniftlf in the Tafes of 
Rotten-Row, and rotten black Gowns? Let him now 
fiand forth, our All being at Stake, and difplay his 
Eloquence; a Philippic or two; for never were 
Cafes more parallel than that of Greece and ours, 
whervDemofthcncs, by his powerful Eloquence, raifed 
fllCh a Spirit of Liberty in his Countrymen ::he .1-

, thmitlns, ready to fink, and upon the Brink of De- , 
firuction, as faved his Country; a few Philippics, I 

,fay, in that Gentleman):; perfwafive Manner, (1 am 
ferious) might have wOftderfLlI EffeCts, and eterniz-e 

. his Memory. And the Cafes being fo much alike, 
, the fame Reafoning, with a very few mutatis rfm
landis, will ho:d; we moft certainly want the Affift
ance of our beft Heads and H,ands, to infufe fome 
publick Spirit amongft us, and to raife us om' of 
our prefent -Lethargy. ' 

LET us not, however, defpair, we ,~re not yet paft 
Redemption; ,we have Hands, and 1 hope Heart~ 
enough, if properly employed, to recover all our 
paft Lapfes and faIfe Steps. Bur, as a wonhy Patriot 
'opon the like Occafion obferves, this muft indeed be 
very burthenfome; for if the greateib State in Eu
rope animated by the ProfpeCl: of univerfal Domi
nion, enabled by the abio!ute Power of its Govern
ment to G,;lW every Shilling out of private Purfe$ 
ibto the pllblick Purfe; and affil1ed by the perfonal 
Service of all its People, through the national Va
niey, and martial Habit of the Country; if fuch a 
State w i;r pr-ef.:; the Ruin of its Neighbours with an 
obftinate Expence of all its Blood, and all its Trea
Cure, no Man can think it is an eary Tafk to re
duce or reuft a Power which tha/l act this Part: 
But you are to confider, fays he, not fo much the 

'ni ' Diffi. 
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Diffiulties you mt1~ now encounter to d~fend you~. 
felves in this Cpn)uncture, as the certam Impolh
bility'of your ever being able to do it ~gain in any 
other, if you lofe the prefent Opportumty. I fhall 
only therefore beg ~eav~ to fay as t~ the State of 
our Affairs, the Faa IS thIS, that fuch IS the Power, 
fuch the Ambition, fuch the defl:ructive Plan laid 
down by France; a Plan to d~vide and ennave 
the W orId; a Plan purfued with the utmofl: Obfti· 
!lacy t~rough every ..oifficllity for ~bove a Ce.ntury 
pall. So far my Author; how Jullly applIcable 
to the prefent Situation of our Affairs, judge 0 
Reader! . 

BUT as pointingolltthefe impending Evils, with
out offering, or attempting to offer, a Remedy, 
.is a Practice too common, and is only doing 
Things by Halves, I thall beg Leave with much Sub· 

. million, to Qffer fl,l.~h, Hints as have occurred to 
me from long Obfervation ~ which I hope fome 
abler Hand will take up and improve with Candour, 
to which J invite them, nay, I challenge it, as 
they will anfwer the Contrary to their God, their 
King, their Country, and Pofteri[y. 

TH.O\T we have loft, in a great Meafure, all that 
fincere Friendfhip and Attachment which did once 
fubfill between us and our Indians (upon which, 
from the Malevolence of a wicked Neighbourhood, 
our Being, in this Part of the W orId, chiefly de· 
pend s) is notorious to the World; by what, or by 
whofe Means, as. before, I {hall not take upon me 
to difcufs; the Talk is inviduous. I {hall only beg 
Leave to obferve, that the injurious and villainous 
TreJtm~nt th:y have met with for there many 
Years, l'1 theIr Way of Trade, and that with. 
{Jut Redre,fs, to.gether with the proper Ufe our im. 
placable Enemles have ma~e of if, who, by al~ Ac
coums, however they may treat their Indians in 

other 
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'other Matter~, in that:·of Traffickihey are aI~ays 
honeftlY· and Juftly dealt by, are the Sourc('s of our 
MisfOrtunes. Now in order td regain their Affec
tions and Friehdfhip elfe.ttuully, it will be neceffarv, 
in my humble Opinion, in the firft Place, [0 eftablifh 
fame good and fufficitnt Laws. for the Regulation 
of theIr Trade, and for fummary andfevere Juftice 
in Cafe of Abufes: Under the' Government of Bo
flon, they have feveral, which appear to me: very 
: re-afoli'able, and may be improved; one I alall her.e 
beg Leave to infert; it is bue 1hort. . 

Ryan Aa of the 12th of G EO. it is enacted', 
'I'hat' Provijions, Cloathhzg; &c. [uitable for carr)'il1g 
and Cf'1'ade with tbe' Indians, not exceeding the Value 
if ,Nine Thoufand Pounds, be procured at the Cojt 
of the Province, and the Produce applied for jupply
ingt'he Iridian's, by [ud~ PerJons as jhall be annually 
chofo;t, &c. who /halt annually produce fair Ac· 
counts of their Proceedings; which Supplies foall be 
lodged'at~ &c. ~hat a l JUitable Perfon flall be (h()
Jen (plfJ~ally at each' of the Places wfJere any of the 
GOrJds are lodged; 'which Cf'ruck majlers jhall be under 

'Otith;and give [ufficient Security for the' faithful 
-E:~~cutib~ of thae. 'I~~/f', and/uch l'i!~~tfJions. as they 
flalt recetve from 'I we to crime; ana /hall keep faIr 
Accourits of their 'Trade and Dealings with the In
dians~' andjhall return the fafl1e, itii'th tbe Produce, 
to ih~.:'Per[on or Perfons who /hal/be appointed!o 
fupply ,them with' Goods; and they jhal/not trade W~!h 
the fIi,diMS, on thet'r,()wn/fccount; , That the 1ruek
maflerifttl 1-0 tb~ Indians at t-be Prices Jet in ~:he 
Im/diers·jent themIJ6'011'j-·rime to 1ime, without any Ad
'l,Jantei'thereon; an'd }hall allow the Indi-ans for tbelr 
Ftfrf~l' altCr tbeir Goods,as the Market Jball be at 

: Boftdri-~ 'dccording to,·t~e laft dd'T)ices from Ibe Per/un 
or Perfonsthat foall fopply thefn with tbe fame! CiJm

~'liiodities of equal Goodllefs: Rum to be given to the 
B Indians 
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.J ndi:m~ in moder,ate Qganlities,. by tbe Truck-ma/1ers 
only: No Per/on whatjoever,olher than the Truck
. mafiers and they only os fuch, jhall or may prefume, 
by themfllves, or any other for them, diretlly or indi
.refl0', to Jell, truck, barter, or exchange ~o an] 
Indian or Indians, any J.Vares, Merchandtze, or 
Provifions, within fix Miles of aiZy Truck-haufe, on 
PeNalty of forfeiting Fifty Pounds, or fix Montbs 
lmprijonment, &c. 

SOM E good Laws of this Kind would go a great 
Way to anfwer all our Purpo(es, if duly executed. 
The French often treat the ["dians a fa Cavalier. 
and threaten to cut them ofr~ if they do not "join 
with them in their Excurfions; and they will be as 
good as their Words, fo foon as they have co~
pleated thtir Schemes. Of this the Indians are nQt 
without their A pprehenfions, and therefore have frill 
a Hankering or Leaning towards our Intereft, which, 
jf properly managed, will foon reconcile them; 
they are far from being inftnfible that it is their In
tereft to be on our Side, or that they can at any 
Time, or any where, be fo well fupplied. They 
are at this Time upon the Balance, between Hopes 
and Fears, aod if we do not now fix them, I be
lieve we may bid them fairly adieu! What lefs can 
we expect from them? We, w,ho have been cheating 
and abufing them for fo many Years, without Re
drtfs, in a moil abomiflable Manner, of which 
take the foVowing Specimen,: W ithollt affording 
them the leaft Affifrance in. any Shape, betides that 

. of a few Prefents from Time to Time, which in 
Reality are of no Manner of Ufe to them beinO' 
divided at A/bany, the far greater Part remains with 
thofe confcientious Handlers there, for Rum; fo 
that (he Caftles know little more of the Matter than 
that there was a Prefent made. There however are 

but 
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but Palliatives, there muft be fom~thing mort fub-. 
fiamiaJ in the Cafe. -
. HAVINC, as above, made proper Regulations

for the Trade, and [hat they may be no longer fll 
unmercifuHy impofed upon, borh in \Veight and 
Meafure, as well as in Quality and Prices, which 
has almoft alienated their He:!rts from us ; the next 
Step that I would advife iliould be taken, is, that of 
~reaiflg 'proper Fortifications in or near everyone 
of the Indian Caftles, with a Garrifon of abollt 15 
or 20 Men in each, with an approved Serjeant, 
two or three of which may be Smiths, in double 
Pay, with a few Field Pieces, Spare A:rms; Snow
Shoes (with which the Fttnth are always provided) 
fmall Hatchets, and fome Dogs of a'proper Kind~ 
to prevent Surprizes in the Night. 

THIS, I doubt riot, t.he Indians would readily 
come into, as it would· greatly encourage their 
Hunting, as well as their Wat Parties, and .as it 
would be' a Security for their old Men, Women, 
and Children, and a fafe Retreat for themfelves up
on all Occafions ; without fueh SeCl:uity, they are 
impatient . when Abroad; -and feldom care to go 
far; befides the Lofs of Numbers to the Service, 
upon· any Emergency, wl1O' are de~ined at Home 
for that Purpofe. Thefe Forts might at the fame 
Time anfwer all the Purpofes of Truck or Trading
houfes, to be divided by Lot ambngil:. the contri~ 
buting Colonies· as far as they will go; and which, 
if properly ftored with Indian Goods, and' regulated 
according to the Method in New-England, would 
very foon create fuch an Intercourle and ConneCtion 
between the remote India(/, Nations and ours, as 
would turn o'ut greatly to CUi Advantage. . One 
fingle independent Company would garrifon the 
,Whole;. and what a Trifle of a Charge would 
.this be, 'in Comparifon to ~he Advantages we might 
"'" .B 2 hope 
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hope for, and expeCl: from i~; and indeed it is my 
humble Opinion, that nO~~l1ng !e{s .will dfr:Cl:~aJly; 
f.ecure our lnterefr and Fnend£hlP with the Il1dtP1ZS. 

As it is aoreed on all Hands, that a gopd ftrpng 
Fort ought ~o be ereCted at or near the W(}odCreek,. 
in Order [0 counter-balance that of Crown Point, I 
fball mak~ no Doubt but that thofe who are entruft:
ed with the Care of our Security, will foon fee that 
Part (as well as every oth~r) of their Duty PlJt i.n 
Execution, and I make as lIttle Doubt but ·that his, 
Majdly, upon a proper Application? woul~, out of 
his wonted Goodnefs, favour us wl~h an Indepen
dent CompallY of HighlalzderJ; there feerns to be 
fo much Affinity both in their Difpofition and Drefs» 
(which I w~qld have compleat Highland) with that 
of oLlr Indians, that I am confident they would b<: 
highly pleafed with them, and I doubt not, have 
a very good Effect. In Cafe ~f enlifring for this 
Service, Care ought to be taken tp avoid aU Roman 
Catholicks; we have, I doubt, too many of them 
already from Ireland, in thofe four Companies. _ 

ONE O~ieB:ion to this Schem.e may re~ the Ex .. 
pence and Trouble attending the Victualling and 
Relieving: To which I beg Leave to fay, that if 
the I11ditJns approve of it, they will unclertake to 
cirry and efcort Goods or ProviGons, at an eafy 
Rate: Or why may not thofe very Garrifons in a 
little Tirne, with proper Care, be induced to raile 
their own Frovifions? Supp.oft: the Victualling of 
twenty Men to coft the Governmen~ Cfwo Hundred 
Pounds yearly, let thofe Men be encouraaed and 
fet to Work to provide themfelves, and let 'them 
have the. Two Hundred Po~nds befides their Pay, 
and a Title to all the Lanas they do or can im
prove, and their Difcharge when demanded; this 
would fave the Tr?uble, the Rifque, the Relieving 
.and the Expenee ot -carrying Provifions, and be th.e 
•. Means 
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Mean~ of better Jet~Ji.ng ~ur Frontiers.; there ·are 
chofe .tQ b¢ fQUJl~, I dpubt JIl()t, ,who would under
take, ·if prep~tlyo. et1couraged. That of relieving. 
Garrifons here, is, in my humble Opinion, but bad; 
~oliqy; nonefup,J;lld .b~ fent -hut .fome Tradefmen j 

alllhe reR tho\.11d :be only fuch as have been ufed to 
Hu1b~dry al\<l La.boijr: H~ this Method been 
taken fifty Years ago, we fhouid very probably. 
bav.e had many Thoufand Families in the Se1Sera's 
Country at this Day • 
. . TJiE Ufe of Garrifons here, are either to encou
r.age and proteCt Settlemel1lts, or to feclIre import. 
ant Paffes; the French have fucceeded in the Jatter i 
W~, 1 fhaU no.t fay fQr' w.hat Rea(on, in neither. 
- THIS however is not all, if we intend to con
vill(e them that we are really in earoeft, and that 
they fuould fight for US; we tnuft fight along with 
them, and always have foroeof our People. [0 

pead their Parties; the Fren.tb feldom fail of this 
Method: I thould therefore advife the eftabli1hing 
an independent Company or two, in Time of War, 
of an hl,lndred g()OO Men eath, with an, Addition 
"ffive Indians. frolP p~ch Nation, to be in conftant 
Pay,; Pe~e Qr War, as Rangers; one of the Com-

o panics from Connetlicut w.ould add Strength to the 
County_ ()f 4lb.~~ itb~Offi~erj; to be Men of (om~ 
Diftintl:ion and Knowledge, and fully irnpower:
td to receive Complaint$, and redrefs Grievances 
amongft the Indians; to be a Son of a flying Camp, 
frequently moving from Nation to Nation, to head 
aU Parties-;" and to (:ommand out as many Indians 
l.Ipon any Emergency as they may think proper; 
pne Company of Rangers properly difpofed, will be 
()f more Ufe than three in Garrifon. And here I 
1hall beg Leave once for all to obferve, that no Per· 
£On employed in this Service be allowed to trade 
'with the indians, on the fevereft Penalties.. 

THUS 
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THUS our Indians being fecured in an honeft and 

fair Trade, their Caftles fecured, either for the 
Safety of their Families, or as a Retreat. for .them
felV'es ; and being well a1I"ured of our beIng In ear
neft to fuppore them upon aU Occafions, as we have 
in former Days done, it is not to be doubte-d "ut 
that we {hall very foon get into their good Graces 
and Friendlhip. 

THE King; the ,Parliament, and· indeed every 
Britifh Subject, being deeply concerned in the Event 
of this Congrefs at .Albany, will doubtlefs fcan the 
Condua of our Colony Affemblies upon this Occa
fion; a hearty and generous Concurrence will have 
wonderful Effects, and I mak.e no Doubt but that 
we '1hall be able in a little Time, by proper Mea
fures, to turn the Tables upon chat faithlefs Na
lion, .who have been long underhand endeavouring 
our DeftruCtion, and who feern now, by their au
dacious Infulrs upon our" Traders and Plantations~ 
openly to avow it. . 

LET us not therefore, GentIemenof the Affem
blies, by an ill-timed Frugality lofe our All ; would 
any of you, pray Gentlemen, lore a Sheep for a 
Htl/fpenny's worth of Tar? Surely not. -Let us act 
like' Britons, and with Unanimity; and here-'give 
me Leave to put you in Mind of the Fable. ' 

OJ the LION and the [our Bu L LS. 

F 0 U R Bulls u·hi .. h had entered into a vcry jJriEl 
Friendjhip, kept ok.clays near one another, and al

ways fed together. 'Ibe Lion often Jaw them, and 
had as of tell a Milld to make one of them his Prey: 
But though he could eafily haveIubdued any of tbem 
jingle, yet he was afraid to attack the whole Alliance 
as knowing th~y wottld be too hard for him, and there: 
fc-i-e CCi11c1lted himftlf for tbe prefint 'with kee'Ring at 

a Di-
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a Diflance: At laft PCTceiving no Attempt was, to bt 
made upon them as long as this Combination held, he 
look Occafion by Whifpers and Hints.tafor.m Jealou. 
fies, and raife Divifions among them: This 'Stratagem 
Jucceeded Jo well, tbat the Bulls grew cold and re· 
jerved to one another, ,which Joan ajter ripened into a 
downright HaIred and Averfion, and at /aft ended in 
a total Separation. 'The Lion had n,ow obtained his 
Ends; and, as impojJible it waf fOF hifJZ to hlJrt them 
'lIIhile united, hefound no Difficulty, now they wer,e 
par~ed~ to fizze mid devorer every Bull oj them, one 
after another. ' 

SIR W. eremple obferves, that in 'the Kindom of 
Great-Briiain, when the Roma.ns firft entered, it 

. was divided into feveral D~ftriCl:s, each governed by 
its own Prince, 01: Governor, differ:ent in their View"s 
and Councils, by which Means they became an eafy 
Conqueft: Dum fingu!i pugnabunt, univeTji vince ban
fur; while they fought fingly, th~ whole Inand was 
ftihdued. . The French have ,little to fight for bU,t 
the Glory of their Monarch; we have the Glory of 
Brit4il1, our R~ligion, our Liberties and our Pro· 
perties, a~d upw'Iords of a hundred Years Labour 
i~ ,there wild qeferts for the Sake of our Pofterity; 
in thart, itispro aris& focis, that we are to firuggl~.; 

. andJ, doubt it is 'Il9'w, or never. Should this Con
grefs'br~ak l1f ,with?':ltanfw~ring,t~e intende~ De
fign of It. . Ih~lI very readily adVICe my Chlldre~ 
to look ou't in, T.ime for a fafe Re~teat. , 

LET us feriouny confider 'what pefolation and 
D~~nia:ion our,in~ocent N eignb6urs . and F eHow 
SubJeCi:s h;lve undergone from thofe barbarous Ca-
1Jadeam, who are efteemed" even in. France, a Race 

'of Men 10ft: to'a11 tbore f~in~iples ,of Honour.llpon 
which that Na~ion pique themr~1~~5; w,ho, tage .. 

. iher with th(ir Cannibars, take. Pleaflire in wantonly 
. . , _ .. '.. . '. , ' burni.6'~ 
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burning Cottages, and in' the inhuman to'rturing and 
murdering harrnlefs old 'Vomen and heJplefs ~n-

, fanes; let us, I, fay~ ferioufly c~n,~der what we hav,e 
undergone, wheb'che French were, but a Hal1dfllI'I 
and our Indians our Friends: What muftbe our 
'Fate when they are become m<,?re numerous, an.d 
they are daily encreafin~ and.-our indian; on' cherr 
Side? I fhudder to thInk of It. . '. 

LET US confider what Anxiety thofe poor People 
undergo, with' what Uneafinefsihey go to,their 
"Beds, what Alarms and Heart-beatings they are 
under upon the leaft Barking of a Dog, expecting 
ev~ry Moment to have their Scalps carried off, ,and 
'their Bodies mangled; while we enjoy a profound 
Reft, without Care or Thought: Is this TrutH, 
and will it not move you, Gentlemen?,', 

LE T llS exert our beft Endeavours to fhew our 
Gratitude to our Mother Ceuntry, who has hitherfu 
nurfed and fupported us at ari infinite Expence, by 
pr.eferving to, them, and to them only, the Fruits 
of our Labour.' ' ' ," 

TH E Time was'-'when we had"only to' [fnci to oUr 
· Indians to difcharge the Frmch from buitding' Forts, 
· Qf making~ncr'oachments; but we have lolf ifby a 
fatal Neglect of Indian Affairs'. It is well known 
· with how much Submiffion they- begged Le~ve to 
er~a but a {mall .Hm, as a R~ft'irig:.place orrly; at 
Nzagara: How different the 'Times ! The Execmion 
of this Schem;,. or; indeed, a~yQther, and' fome 
· one or other there. mull: be, will, rio doubt; be at
tended with' a ,very. confiderabfe Expence. bvt 

, when the other Colomcs, who are 'not lefs COll'cetn
;.ed in the. Event, come in for'cheirProportion, to
,gether with what Affiftance'his,'Maje1ty' may':'be fo 
good as ~o favour us with~ it" is to be, hoped tHe 

\ Charge Will become tolerably eafy :Be that as it will 
we mull: launch out. :And is there ever a' BHtf/h 

SubjeCl: 
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SubjeCt, among!1: us, who alone know the true Va
Jue of Liberty :lnd Property, that wil1 lIpon this 
Occafion, grudge a few Pence upon every Hundred 
Acres, 'or a few Shillings for every Slave, to fecure 
to him and his Polterity, a1l [hat is valuable in LIfe, 
or for which Life is valuable? Or why may not the 
Gentry pay for their Safh-windows upon fuch pr~f
ling Occafions, and-- Shillings upon every Wheel 
of their Pleafure-Carriages? This is all ready Mo· 
ney. And as the Gentlemen paid lately for their 
Wigs, why may not the Ladies, in their Turn, pay 
for their Hoops? After al1, a gentle Land· Tax, be· 
ing the molt equitable upon thefe Occafions, muft 
be our dernier Refort. Trade is at prefent an Ob. 
jea of Compallion, and muft be' gendy treated, as 
well as the poor Sort of the People without Pro· 
perty: They mult fight our Battles :-which puts
me in mind of the Fable, 

The SEN SIB LEA S S • 
. A N old Fellow was (eeding an Aft i~ a fine green 
, Meadow; and bezng alarmed wIth the fudden 
Approach of the Enemy, was impatient with the Aft 
to put himftlf forward, and fly with all the Speed he 
was able. '.fhe AJs a/ked him, Whether or no he 
thought the Enemy would clap two Pair of Panniers 
upon his Back? The Man faid, No, there was no 
Fear of that. Why then, fays the Ajs, 1'1l not fiir 
an Inch; for what is it, to me who my Mafier is,jince 
I flall but carry my Panniers as uJual. 

THAT parfimonious Difpofition, in our Colony 
Affemblies, have had, and we now feel it, and 
ever willhave, fatal EffeCts. 

Ou R Fellow SubjeCts in Virginia have fhewn us a 
. noble Example, which has already put fame Life 

into our Indians: Witnefs the Half King's Speech 
to the French Officer. And as the like Encroach
ments, as I underfrand, have been lately made uF
on the People of New- England, it is not to be 
doubted, but that they will exert themfelves with the 
'" C ~me 



[ 18 ] 

fame Spirit and Bravery they did at Cape-Bret~l1._ 
And fha,Il we, like ppltl"Oons, ftand aghaft, wIth 
our Hands in our Pockets; we, I fay, who have, 
coil: the People of England, in nmfing and Rrote0:
ing us, more, perhap~, than all the other Colomes. 
upon the Continent wgether; or grudge our Pro
ponion of tbe ExpencC', adeq.uate to the ~mport
ance it may be of to us? Let tt not be told In Gath,: 
{)r pztbliJhed in the Streets of Afkelon •. 

I T has been obferved, that PrieUs nave been ge
nerally well received amongll: the Indians, whether 
upon· Account of their religious Principles, or that 
the Indians being eternally furrounded by a Parcel 
of Handlers or Pickpockets, and finding the Parfon 
to avoid the Circit', and the whole Sphere of Tranf
aaions of this Kind, they concluq,e him an ho .. 
neil: Man, I ~lall not-take upon me.to determine: 
I believe, however, ~he latter is the Cafe, as they 
very often take his Advice in Matters of Moment, 
while at the fame Time they have a very defpicable 
Opinion of the others, Itis by Means of the PrieUs, 
in a great Meafure, that tbe French ha\'e fucceeded 
fo well in feducing our Indians, and confirming their 
own. I fhould therefore adviCe,.. that there be a 
Parlon appointed for each Came, no Matter of 
what Church, with a nandfome Allowance: And 
why might he not aCt as a Commiffary as well as a 
Miffionary, and deal out the Goods of the Govern
ment as well as thofe of the Gofpel? The Offices 
are not all incompatible; Bifhops have freGJ.uently 
been Lord Treafurers. 

I can by no Mea~s agree in Sentiment with thofe 
Gentlemen, ~ho are, ~or continuing that, in my 
humbJe OpIniOn, pernlclolls Trade, Carried on for fo 
many Years, between Canada Bnd Albany, if there 
were ~o other Reafon than tl~at they feem really tQ 
want It, and that more than IS o-eneraUy imao-ined 
I wouI,d fain know, whether th~, upon any b Can: 
Jideratlon~ would allow llS the fame Liberties at 

Montreal 
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Montreal or Q.uebeck? To fc:e fame Hllndreds 'of 
French lndians, as FaCl:ors from ftuebeck,' trauincr· 
for Indian Goods; who carry off not only Good~ 
9~t a large Share of our Specie; nothing of late 
wlll go down wi~~ them but Spanijh Dollars;. while. 
a poor Trader of ours, if he has the Misfortune to 
meet with any of the Frmch, within what they are 
now pleafed to call their Dominions, is immediately 
hurried away Prifoner to ff2...uebeck : 1 his is a ContraLl:" 
that 1 1hould be glad the Ad vacates for this Trade 
wouJdaccouni: for. 
-. iT. is true, they take off our ManufaCtures; 
but it is as. truf, .. chat .thofe Commodities would be 
taken' off our Hands directly by [he Indians thtm
felves, when they found they COllW oot have them 
a~ong the French.. It is likewife faid,; if they had 
them. not from us, they \vould find them elfewhere. 
To which I beg LeaJVe: to fay, That the French 
know·thei, Interefti coo well to truft an 'Affair of 
thatConfequence [0 long to fo precariolls a Method 
of procuring. them~ a5 it is in our Power every Day: 
to put a Stop to it: I therefore· conclude, if they 
~ould have fallen: upon any orher Method of pro~ 
curing ·thofe Commodities, they would have done it 
long ago~ and have' kept [heir Furs to themfelves. 

Ou R felling OUf Indian Goods to the }< rmcb, to 
trade for us with the Indians, and having in Return 
their coarfeft Fllr~, is, iri my humble Opinion, not 
leiS. ridiculous than that of our forrne,dy fending our 
Wheat to Balian, and having our Returns in Bran 
and rome Flour. 'Befides, what is of the utmoil: 
Confeque1lce to. us, is, that the Cacbawagas, our 
old Friends, and· their beft Indians, whom, coute · 
IjfIr.'l coute, coft wMdt will, we ought to recover, 
are.the fole Carriers·allld Managers ill this .affair be· 
tween. Canada and Albany, which has created fuch a 
Gmntdioo between them and the F,"ench, that tilt 
this, Trade is aboliihed, it will be im pomble to ac-. 
mm.pli~' " "~""' 

B .z NoR.' 
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NOR can I conceive the Remedy very difficult; 

as it may very naturally be brought within t~e Let
ter of the Twelfth of CHARLES 11. whIch de .. 
clares, 'fhat no Per/on, not born within the Alle
giance of our So'vereign Lord the Ki~g, &c, Jh~l~ trade 
in any of the Plantations, UP01Z Pam of forfcrttng all. 
his Goods and Chattels, &c. A Law', however, here, 
perhaps, might anfwer better. 

I have but one Thing more to add, and that 
with great Submiffion, is a Point tt.at has .notbeen: 
as yet canvaiTed, 'Viz, That a general Combination' 
of all the Indians, far and near,~be formed, to demo
lilh every Spot of fortified Ground in the .llIdiaJi. 
Countries on this Side Montreal, and (he ,other Side 
of Scbeneflady, at leaft that they, be brought to one 
determinate Number, never to be exceeded~ By 
this Means the Trade will ever be kept open; nor 
need we apprehend further Encroachments. The 
french, I doubt, are too well fixed to come -into 
any fuch Propofal ; but it will have one good Effect 
at leall, and that is, that it will convince the Indians 
that we have no other Views bur their Intereft ; 
while the French are endeavouring their DeftruCtion, 
by cutting them off from all Communicaciol) with 
us, to be Maners of their Hunting-grounds, and 
of Courfe they muft either become their slaves or 
ftarve. :' 

How foon this m<iy happen, God, and that~ 
great Monarch, can only rell: I am nor, however 
without Apprehenfions, you may, if you pleafe, cali 
them Dreams, that the Frencb are, upon ,a Plan 
different, and a Crith much nearer, I doubt than 
what we imagine. I can by no Means thinle that 
th~y, ,who are noted for their Frugality, wourd .at 
thiS Time put themfelves to the Charge_.af :r.aifing 
an Army of 4 or 5000 Men, for the Sake of a ,pal. 
try Block-houfe or r,wo upon a Branch of theObio, ,or 
any where ,elfe, which they mjghthave done as,¢f .. 
{ethully With twenty Men, and without anyNoi(e, 

accord. 
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according to their ,ufual Method". in Matters of this 
Kind. 1 am~further confirmed in my Opinion, that 
thofe Block.houfes are not the fole Point which the 
French have in Vjew, from the Sentiments of our 
Afieinbly illl.a.-Iate Roprefentation.~o our Lieute
nant-Governor;. 'in thefeWords,'Ihat the, Frencli' 
have built a Fort at a Place:callcdthc French Creek~ 
at a. cOllfiderab/e Diftancc from the, River Ohio; 
which may." but 'jMCS not, by an Ei'idencc or In .. 
formation, appCIlT. to·Us to be, an bwajion of any./Jf 
his Majefty's CfJionieJ: This is roundly' affened; 
but as ,it in forne Meafi.lre confirms my'Opinion, -1 
{hall leave itflto whom it"more immediately con .. 
cerns to difcufs; hoping at the fame Time tha( our 
Enemies may : not. make .an improper,Ure of. it.", . 
~ '. THOS,E Block..,houfes therefore, J fay, areno~·.1ri 
my humble Opinion, their fole Defig'ns at preferit't 
they ,are, rather imitating, as I. conceive, thofe fa
gacious'little Animals, who, in ord'erto divert your 
~ttenndn from the. proper Object, their little Habi;o 
tatidns,-gentl y" lead' you to a peoper Diftaoce, : rill 
they. think themfelvu, fecure'; and may not this' be 
alLGrimace, arid a, Feint, to draw our Attention 
aod Troops: from -; their proper Object; our Fron
tiers! to, 'Wit, 'W:hat could: be, meant by aNum
be~ of TroE>ps palling OjW4g0' in one. Day, andre· 
turni.rig in \the Night, and the next ,Day pailing 
again ·by. the .F ort 2' T h.is is.a v.ery uncommon Piece 
of, Conduct~· and can mean ,nothing -lefs than to 
draw:our Attention· and Troops after them into a 
;Wild·goofe Chafe;:with the View to make a Di. 
)"erfion fomewher.e eIfe. " .;. 
,';. -W hat can they~ mean by declaring that they do 
JlQt w~nt _cite ,.A·m(lance of the Indians, but to lull 
them 4:';rQ -al NeuttaHty.tiJi th.ey {hike the Blow? ~f 
,Que. may. .be ,a}JQwed"to[orm any Judgment at thiS 
·Diftance;. of the,s.i.tU3tion of our PublicI, Affairs 
;1£ Borne" a Rupture ,does not Jeern tube at fo im
~nfe.a pifianc.e,' but that a Monfieur Danvill~, or 
,-." even 1.,./ !.~ 
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even that little Squadron, deftined to chaftife t~e 
AlgerintJ, may bring llS the firft Account of It. 

And how [oon are thofe Thoufands upon the Back 
of us now under Arms, eoUetted at Albany, with 
their IndianJ? Judge now, candid Reader, wbat a 
Simation we are in for [Lleh an Event~ And whom 
have we to thank for it? Withom an htdian, with
out a Fort, that can with any Propriety be caUed 
fo; without Ammunicion, without Arms, without 
Money, and I doubt (from the indifferent Treat· 
meot thofeCredicors of the Government have hi
therto met'with) without Credit. And 1hould we 
want the Affiftance of our Neighboufs, we have 
but juft /hewn a very bad Example. Sueh is our 
Situation: And if fL1Ch an Event 1hOllld happen, 
1. fee nothing lefr, t but to pray [0 the Lord to have 
Mercy upon Ils,; , 

W HAT a Fatality (eerns to attend the Proceed
ings of a Neighbour Colony, who atthis very cri
tical Point of Time treat the Decrees of Heaven, 
and the King;. wi~ great Contempt! They have 
the .fume DireCtions as the other. Colonies have, to 
fuinifutbeir ~ata's, and attend their, Congre{s at 
Albany, for the Prefervation of. the Whole; but • 
becaufe Providence has bean" pleafed to lay its 
Hand Llpon that worthy Gentleman t.he Govttrnor, fo 
~s to ¢ifable ,him from attending the AffembJy at 
A11JPoy, they IIr~ pleafed to tell him,' If/hen he is 
well enough to IJttmd,lh!tn there, they 'Will tben.confide, 
whllt is to he dou ; in the mean Time their Quota's 
and the Congrefs.is ctvaded: What, for God's Sake, 
muft ~e the .C~nfequence o~ tuc;:h froceeding~ 
when our All IS at Stake? \V III that tJ:ite Tale of. 
lVe your MajejJy'.s. mol! 10)'~ Subje&1s, &c. prated 
them from rus.. M3jefty s Dlfpleafur~? Or do tbey 
truft to the RIQters to protect them, either from 
that or the Enemy? Muft a Whole People futftT 
for t~le1 Caprice of a few Affembl}!-men? Caprice I 
caU It, and have too ·much Reafon to call it {.oJ 

and 
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and {hall ever think it fueh, till they are pleafed to 
let us (in the moO: publick Manner) into the Rea
fons of their ConduCt; this we have a Right to 
demand; but more properly they ought to give it 
us without demanding, as they are accountable to 
the People for every Step they take, and in Matters 
of Moment, ought not to proceed without fir£\: 
E:onfulting their Conftituents. Here, Mr. Reflector, 
is an ample Fic:ld to expatiate in, and I would fain 
hope. from your pathetick Manner of Reafoningt 
the Eyes of the Obftinate, and Ignorant, may be 
opened, for their own Safety, as well as that of the 
Whole. , I am frill in the Jerfeys: We have had 
a l~ng Experience .of his Majefiy's Lenity, how 
far it may extend I know not; but this I will af
firm, that we have more to apprehend from a Par
liamentary Scrutiny, than has as yet entered inco 
the Heart of a!1y of liS to conceive. Can any Body 
imagine that this Trifling with his Majefty's In
ftructions, in an Affair of fo much Confequence to 
the Trade and Intereft of Great-Britain, and to 
~ery Britifh SubjeB::, will, according to the ufual 

It Cant, fave the Country's Money? Will not the 
Commiffioners from the feveral Colonies, and it is 
to be hoped a Majority will attend, in the firft 
Place confider the Danger we are in at this Point 
of Time? 2dly, How to prevent it now, and for 
the future?' 3dly, Will they not make a Compu
tation of the Expenee? 4tbly, Will not thofe very 
Commiffioners proportion that Expence; giving to 
each Colony its Quota? Does the JerJc),s think to 
efcape? This, of Courfe, will be laid before his 
Majefty, which, from the Fate his InftruCl:ions have 
hitherto met with from chat Affembly, as well as 
from fame others, he wilJ naturally order it to be 
laid before the Parliament, with whom there is no 
contending; and who knows, when their Hands 
are in, but they may take it into their Heads to 
Jay the Foundation of a regular Govornment a-

. monQ'{l: 
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mongCF us, and taking it out of the Hand's of,rlie
Affemblies, by fixing a Support for, th~ Governor, 
and the> ocher Officers of the C rown, lOdepe~d~nt 
of an Affembly? Nor can I fee any great Diffitulty 
in the Execution of it; it is onl y revivipg o~Jr own 
RevenueACl:s, to continue as long as IllS Ma. 
jefty, and his Parliament thinks proper; there is 
nothing new in thi~, it is what we have been ufed 
to; thofe Funds have been thought proper, both 
by the King and Subject; and the only Difference 
is, as to the Point of Time. That. a Governor 
for himfdf, and the Support of the Dignity of the 
Government, or tht other Officers in the executive 
Part of the Laws, and Government, fhould de
pend lIpon the Breath of a few capricioLls Country 
Gentlemen in an Affembly, for their daily or yearly 
Subfifl:ence and Support, or whether indeed they 
1hall have any at all, is a SoIecifm in Politicks. 

AND here I !hall beg Leave to conclude with 
another Fable. .:.:. 

1 BOA R flood wbettiug his Tufts againft an old 
~ Tree; tbe Fox, who happe;zed to come by at the 4 

fame Time. ajked him why he 1Hade thoft Preparations 
of whetting his Teeth, /ince there ':.t'as no Enemy near 
that he could percei'r;e? That may be, Mafier Rey
nard, lay's tbe Boar; but We foould feour up our 
Arms while we have LeijiJre, you know; for in crime 
of Danger we foall bave [omething elft to do. 

A WISE General has not his Men to difcipIine 
or his Ammunition to provide, when the Trumpe~ 
founds T 0 ARM S; but fets apart his Times 
of Exercife for one, and his Magazines for t'other 
in the calm Seafon of Peace. ' 

In Pace, til Sapiens, apta!;it idonea Bello. 

a'7. -END··'. -. " ", .:.llJC . :..~. _oJ '" " _ .:: , -'. . . 
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