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me J~mifs in complying with;i"(sC~ns.;..... 
May the Truths here delivered be attend 
with the defired ,Effect to each Reader,; a 
may the Virtues of this excellent Clergym: 
a few only of which are here delipeated, 
an Incentivet6 others _to. tread-in his Stc 
and imitate his Example. 

NEW-YORK,' 
Deceinb.lO, 1774'~' 
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. PAGE 6, Li~es :z.~, 7.7,' 2.8---for-~~llnd this ~artlr ,with De/ig! 
cou'nte'raE\: the In/idlOus Eild'eavours of (om!! falfe Teachers, , 
~en4ei1YQUre!;l, to alienate,---f'eacl---and thi$ 'partly to counteract 
in/i~ious De/ign of fome falfe Teachers, who endeavoured to alienat 

PAO'E' II; Line 26, for fiumbering, read {lumbering. ' 

" , 



.. III xx><>:::><>.:::j.::::><>.::::::::(:::<><><><><><>G<>6<>c< • 
---~---.--~~--~----~~--~~-~~~~-~---__ >(>(.';.::::>··:::::><::::·<><~><><>c<>·<><.>:::.>·<>~:)<>·:::)OG:·C< • 

::+: II CORINTH. V. 6. 

'Iherifore we are aIrways confident; knowing 
that whi!ft 'we are at Home in the Body, we 
are abfint from the Lord. 

ffi~~J11 N the World ye iliall have Tribula­
\b - .. dl tion"---was one of the laft Dec1Jr'~~ir,ns (11 ",I §-J of our blefftd Saviour to his Apoftles. 
y~~ He forefaw the Trials that awaited 

them---that neither the Innocence of 
Lif~ which diftinguifhed them, nor the Purity and 
falutary Tendency of the DoCtrines they taught, 
could defend them from Obloquy and Perfecution. 
Of this he warned them, that they might be pre­
pared for thofe affliCting Events. He affured them 
that the World would" hate and perfecute them--­
" yea, the Time would come that whofoever killed 
" them would think he did God Service." 

THESE PrediCtions were all literally verified. 
The Apoftles and other primitive Chriftians fuffered 
whatever could be infliCted by unbounded Malice 
and Virulence. They were loaded with opprobri­
ous Calumnies; the fanguinary Decrees of the 
abandoned Jews and idolatrous Heathens were 
executed againft them with the moft favage and 
unrelenting Cruelty, as the At/s of th8 Apoflles and 
other ecclefiaftical Records amply teftify. To be 
a Chdftian was then the fame as .to be an ObjeCt: 

B of 
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of implacable Hatred; accordingly., thofe who 
embraced the Religion of Jefus, prepared to take 
tip .the Crofs---to refign all earthly ProfpeCt.s and 
Enjoyments---even Life itfelf, for the Tefbmony 
of their divine Mafter. 

-
UNDER thefe oppreffive Circllmftances, Chriftia-

nity muft have been totully overwhelmed,had not the 
Hand of God bern ftretched out to fupport it ; not 
only by the Miracles which he enabled the Apoftles 
and other Relievers to work daily, but alfo by the 
extraordinary Effufions of his Spirit which were 
poured out on the meek Followers of the Re­
deemer. During three tedious Centuries it ftruggled 
againft all the Oppofition it cQuld receive from the 
tlnited Efforts of t~e Powers of this World, leagued 
with thofe of Darknefs, and combined to crufh it. 
Againft thefe it only oppofed the Patience, Suffer­
ings, and unblemifhed ConduCt of its Profeffors : 
Nor can any Thing be a more irrefragable Proof 
of its divine Original, than that it 1urmounted 
thofe Difficulties---rofe triumphant over them, till 
in the Beginning of the fourth Century, it af.:ended 
the imperial Throne of Romet. 

ST. PAUL in this Epiftle pathetically reprefents 
the Sufferings to which Chriitians were expofed, 
efpecially the Preachers of the Gofpel; and this 
partly with Deugn to cOllnteraCt the infidious En­
deavours of fome falJe Teachers, who endeavoured 
to alienate the Ccrinthians from him, and the 
Truths of the Gofpel. He alfo mentions the 
Support and divine A id with which thofe Sufferinas 
were tempered. "vVe are troubled on every Sid~, 
" fays he, Qut not diftrefTed; we are perplexed, 

" but 
t ~ON5T ANTINE the Great began to reign Ann. Dam. 306 •. 
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" but not in Defpair; perfecuted, but not forfa­
,~ ken; caft down, but not ddhoyed; always 
" bearing about in the Body the dying of the Lord 

. " Jefus, that the Life alfo of Jefus might be made 
" manifeft in our Bodyt." 

IlE then proceeds to lay before the Corinthians 
the great Advantages arifing from AffiiCl:ions, to 
animate them in their Chriftian Courft>, and re­
concile them to thoie Prdrures. "We faint not, 
" fays he; but tho' our outward Man perifh, yet 
" the inward Man is renewed Day by Day. For 
" our light Affiiction, which is but for a Moment, 
" worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
" Weight of Glory.'*" 

THE greateft Sufferings here;. will foot! have an 
End. Compared to Eternity, their' Duration i~ 
but as a Moment. A State of endlefs Glory fue­
ceeds, whieh will more than compenfate for them. 
This bright ProfpeEt beyond the Precincts of 
Mortality outweighs all the Chriftian's Trials, 
however revere. A Ray of chearing Light and 
Hope is hence darted on him, which difpels his 
Gloom,' raifes him from Defpondeney, and invi­
gorates his Refolution. With this Reflection he 
may fit down, not only refigned, but even joyful 
under the keeneft Afflictions. 

IN the Chapter from which my Text is taken, 
the ApoOJe pllrfues the fame Point, tho' placed in 
a different View. He tells the Corinthians, that 
fuppofing even the worll---fuppofehis Perfeclltors 
were carried fo far by their malignant Rage as to 
put the Chriftian to Death; he w'ould only change 

~I,:t an 

tIl Corinth. iv. S---IO. .. V. 16, 17. 
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an earthly for an heavenly Habitation. ~'Fot" we 
" know that if our earthly Houfe of tlus Taber­
" nacle were diffolved, we have a Building of God, 
" an Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
"Heavens. For in this we groan earneftly, de­
" firing to be cloathed upon with our Houfe 
" which is from Heavent·" 

OUR Saviour informed hi" Apoftles, that in his 
Father's Houfe were many Manfions to receive 
them, and all his Followers *; Sr. Paul had told the 
Corinthians in a former F pifi:1e that the Souls of the 
Faithful would finally be clothed with fpiritual and 
immortal Bodies II: To both thefe he feems to 
",llude in thefe Words, and thence deduc:es an 
Argument of Confolarion. Our Bodies are frail, 
and continually verging to decay---they are tranfient, 
like occafional, temporary Tabernacles, not per­
manent Abodes. Chriftians are burdened, whilft 
in them, with various Calamities; they groan under 
this oppreffive Weight, earneftly defiring and figh­
ing for thofe everlafting HJbitations prepared for 
them in Heaven, where all their Evils will be 
removed. Therefore Death need not be dreaded 
by the Chrifiian, finee it would only di{f~lve this 

, fleeting 
t Chap. v. I, z. There is fome Obfeurity in the ConneCtion of 

the feeond, third and fvurth Ver!'es, ehie~y owing to the figurative 
Terms ufed by the Aponle. Several eminent Commentators imagine 
he hints at an Opinion then prevalent alllong Chriltians, that our~ Sa­
viour would come to Judgmt:nt before that Generation palfed away, 
\'Y,which the Faithful, who were then alive, would be exempted from 
<,lymg, and \lilly cbanged, ,to,prepare them for Glory; and it is 1uppo­
f~d St. Paul here WIllies, If It were poffible, and the Will of God 
were fueh, that this might be the C31e with himfelf. The chief 
Difficulty i~ in V. 3. By clom/ud-- and not found naked, fom~ un­
derlhnd bemg alive, and not. dead or divelled of the Body at Chcitl's 
comIng; o!h~rs, the Graces mgeneral of thf; Gofpel which adorn 
lincere ChnliIam. The Reader who delins to examine the Palfage 
furrher may conCult MILL, WALL'S Critical Notes, LOCKE, 
W.H1TB¥ :Jnd DODDRIDGE, on the Place. 

'It John xiv. l. H I Corinth. xv. 44, 54. 
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fleeting Tabernac1e, and place him in his heavenly, 
unchanging Abode. 

To itnprefs thefe important Truths more deeply 
on the Minds of the Corinthians, the A pofi:le tells 
them, that God himfdf was the Author of this 
whole CEconomy. From Motives of Love he had 
wifely fubjeCted them to Trials, the more dfeCtually 
to fecllre their Salvation. By his Grace, operating 
in their Hearts, he raifed them to thofe fublime 
Views, and Defires after Immortality. His Spirit 
had wrought this Temper in them, and was a 
Pledge and Earneft of their fmure Glory. Nothing 
can be more conducive to fortify a Chriitian againft 
Afflictions, Sufferings and Death, than what is 
urged to this Purpofe,at V. 5. "Now he that hath 
" wrought," or prepared and framed, " us for 
" the felf-fame Thing, is God, who hath alfo 
" given unto us the Earneft of the Spirit." 

THE Conlequence of thefe Parricubrs, and the 
EffeCts produced by them in the Apofrle ::md 
other fincere Chrifiians, we have in my Text, 
which immediately follows---" Therefore we are 
" always confident; knowing that whilft we are 
" at Home in the Body, we are abfent from the 
" Lord." 

We are alwaYJ confident---that is, undifmayed 
at Sufferings or Death, and undaunted in the 
Difcharge of each Chrir,ian Duty. 

, KNOIVING that whilfi 'we are at Home in the 
: Body---thar is, whiHt we fojourn in the Body; for 
~ the Apoitle refers to what he had [aid betore,and I wants to ibew rh::t the Body is no:: our proper 
! Houle 
I 
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Houfe, but only a temporary Tent or Tabernacle 
---whilft in it, we are Pilgrims and Sojourner:s. 

WE are abfent from the Lord---we are detained 
from his bleifed Prefence, and from the Happinefs 
refu/ting fr0m it and the Enjoyment·of him. 

WE may perceive an evident Oppofition is here 
made between our Cominuance in. the Body, and_ 
the Enjoyment of God. Whilft prefent with the 
one, we are abient from the other. This Confi­
deration was frill more animating than thofe before 
mentioned. The former indeed might reconcile 
Chriftians to Trials, and fupport them under the 
Approaches of Death; but this RefleCt:ion---that 
our Stay in the Body, detains us from the Prefence 
of the Lord---that when we leave it. we go imme­
diately to God---this RefleEtion, I fay, makes Death 
even defirable. Accordingly, St. Paul in the next 
Verfe but one declares, that in his own Choice he 
prefered a Departure from the Body tha~ he might 
be with God. "We are confident, I fay, and willing 
" rather to be abfent from the Body, and to be 
" pre1ent with the Lord." 

I Twas neceifary to elucidate the Context in this 
Manner that we might fully know the Scope of 
the Apofile's Argument, and the Force of his 
Reafoning. Thus explained, my Text affords an 
ample Field for Meditation---abundant Matter for 
the mofr ufeful Reflections. Permit me to felea a 
few for your Confider~tion. 

I FIRST. From this PaifaO'e we lrarn a moil: . 0 
Important Truth---a Truth which too many are 
apt to forget---that this Earth in not our Home. 

We 
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We are only Sojourners and Pilgrims here----­
Travell~rs to th.at ~l~ce where God has prepared 
everlaftmg HabItations for thofe who love him. 

THO' every Page in the Book of God---tho' 
Reafon and daily Experience inculcate th is Leffon, 
trumpeting it aloud in our Ears; yet how many 
are deaf to the Admonition! How many who will 
n~t liften or regard it ! 

SEE the Children of this World in the different 
Walks of human Life---immerfed in Plea[ure--­
plunged in Bufinefs---goaded on by Ambition, or 
fome other relllefs Paffion: How diftant from their 
Thoughts is the fleeting State of Man's Exifience 
nere! That his Life is a Vapour, which foon va­
nithe~h away! That here he hath no continuing 
City ; and that he thould therefore feek for on<: 
to come! 

THESE Refletl:ions ~nd no Admittance in their 
Bofoms. They are placed here in a State of Trial 
---their Happinefs for ever depends on the Im­
provement they make of this thor.!: Span of Life 
---every Step they take !horrens their Diftance 
from the Grave---Numbers around them are daily 
crouding into it, and many of thefe fnatched off 
by, fudden unexpetl:ed Deaths: Yet they are fecure 
and flumbering! They are hanging on "the Verge 
of an awful Eternity, yet no vigorous Effort is 
made to prepare for it! They feem to think this 
Earth the only Stage of Exifience; and they act 
as if they were to remain on it for ever! 

NOT fo the pious, prudent Chrifiian. J:Ie knows 
th~t Man who is born of a Woman, IS of few 

Days 
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Days and full of Trouble---that he cometh up as 
a Flower, and is cut downpp-that he Beeth as a 
Shadow, and continueth not. Senfible of the 
Shortne[s and Uncertainty of Life, that his Time 
is ihort, and his Work great; the confcientiolls 
Chrifiian carefully improves his Time, and prepares 
for Eternity. To be at Peace with God, thro" the 
Redeemer---to regulate each Part of his Conduct: 
by the Will of Heaven---to be purged from Sin, 
and fanCtified by the Influences of the Holy Spirit 
---to have the divine Image planted in his Bofom, 
the Life of God fpringing up, and growing to 
Maturity within him: Is his fupream Ambition 
and Defire---his daily, earneft Endeavour. He is 
therefore confident and undaunted in doing his 
Dmy; knowing that his Continuance here is un­
certain, and that whilft he fojourns in the Body, 
he is abfent from the Lord. 

SECONDLY. This Text affords the trueft 
Confolation under the various Prelfures and Cala­
mities we meet with here. 

IF we caft our Eyes along the rude, tempeftuous 
Coaft of this WorId, we fee a ghaftly Wreck of 
human Happinefs. No Aae or Sex, no State or 
Station, is exempt from a

O 

Share in the general 
Ruin. Not to mention the imaginary Evils with 
which poor Mortals fwell the Catalogue of their 
Sorrows, many are the real Woes which imbitter 
Life ; and every Heart polfelfed of Benevolence 
and Senfibility, whilft it partakes of the common 
Lot of Humanity, mllft feel tenderly for the Mi­
feries of others. 

How 
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How often are ~he moft flattering ProfpeCts 

deftroyed by fo~e dlfaftrous Accident; like early 
Bloffoms and the blooming Growth of Spring by 
fome malignant Blaft! See the wide-fprtad Rava­
ges of Death, Difeafe and Poverty, around this 
l'labitable Globe---the various Shapes in which 
Affliction aifaults the Children of Men ! 

DOES Charity weep over the melancholy Scene? 
.:.--The A pome in the Paifages we have been con­
ftderlng wipes off her Tears, and minifters Com­
fort to all who fuffer; efpecially to the faithful 
Servant of God. His Affliction which is but for 
a Moment, will work out for him a far more ex­
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. He knows 
that if his earthly Houfe of this Tabernacle were 
diifolved, he has a Building of God, an Haufe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
He knows that whill1 he is detained in the Body, 
he is abfent from the Ldrd; but that the Moment 
of Diifolution brings him to the Bofom of his 
God. He is therefore chearful and undifrilayed 
under Sufferings, fenfible of the happy Effects 
tefulting from them, when fanctified. As Silver 
is tried and purified in the Fire, fo is he in the 
Furnace of Affiiction, and fhines with brighter 
Luftre. For Trials are falutary Means, thro­
divine Grace, of preparing us for Glory---of fitting 
us for our heavenly Habitation, when we put off 
thefe f~ail Taberna~les : They flow from infinite 
Love, from un-erring Wifdom, and are ddigned 
for our trueO: Good. "-

THIRDLY. This Text furnifhes a fovereign 
Remedy againft the Fears of. D:ath ; a~d ind:ed 
this feems to have been the prmclpal Object which 
the. Apoftlf{ had in View. 

C DEATK 
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D.EATH is the Separation of Soul and Body 
from each other; when the one returns to Duft; 
and the other launches into Eternity, and returns 
to God who gave it. The Terror of Death arifes 
chiefly from its Confequences ; and hence Sin is 
faid to " be the Sting of Death *," becaufe Death 
configns the impenitent Sinner to everlafting Mifery. 

BUT to the fincere Chriftian, Death is difarmed 
of his Sting and of his Terrors. The grim Tyrant 
may either make his Dow, deliberate Approaches) 
and rack the Body with Anguifh, or fuddenly lay 
this earthly Tabernacle in Ruins; yet the Chriftian 
has a Building of God, an Houfe not made with 
Hands, eternal in· the Heavens. To this Death 
admits him---conveys him from a State of Imper­
feCtion and Trial, to a State of Glory, where he 
fhall be prefent with the Lord: So that he may 
ufe St. Paul's triumphant Exclamation---" 0 Death, 
" where is thy Sting? 0 Grave, where is thy 
" ViCtory ?---Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
" Victory thrd our Lord J efus Chri1t~." 

THEREFORE, altho' Death may be the King of 
Terrors to the Vicious and Impenitent; yet, ac­
cording to this reviving Trmh, he is a Meffenger 
of Peace to the pious Chriftian---a kind Deliverer 
" from the Bondage of Corruption into the alori­
" ous Liberty of the Children of Godt." 0 

FOURTHLY. The Paffage now before .us 
fully evinces the F alfhood of that gloomy Opinion 
---that ~~e human Soul is. in a State of Sleep or 
InfenfibllIty from Death till the Re[urreCl:ion. 

'. r Corinth. xv. 56. 
t Rom. viii. :1.1. 

THIS 

1I I Corinth. J:V. 55, $7. 
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THIS Notion is diametrically oppolite, not only 
to St. Paul's exprefs Words here, but to the whole 
Scope and Defign of his Reafoning. He is laying 
feveral confolatory Truths before the Corinthians 
to fupport them under Trials and Perfeeution. 
One of thefe. which had a peculiar Tendency to 
animate their Refolution, was, That ahho' their 
Perfecutors ihould proceed to fuch Violence as even 
to put them to peath, this Event would eafe them 
of all their Troubles, and bring thell;l immediately 
to God. 

AGR'EEABLY to this, he tells them---" We are 
" always confident, knowing that whilft we are at 
" Home in the Body, we are abient from the 
" Lord ;" and again---" We are ~onfident, I fay, 
" and willing rather to be abfent from the Body,and 
" to be prtfent with the Lord.'" ,Now can any 
Thing be more evident than that thefe Words con­
vey this Meaning---That when the Soul, or think­
ing Part of liS, is feparated from the Body by 
Death, it is preJent with God ---is admitted to the 
blifsful Enjoyment of him? The fame Word which 
is ufed to fignify the Soul's Prefence with the Body 
before Death, is alfo ufed ~o lignify its ,frefence 
with the Lord after Death. A s before Death, it 
was prefent, and had a vital Union with the Body, 

I a,nd was in a State of Life, Activity and Suffering~ 
So after Death, it was to be prefent, and have a 
(piritual Union, with God, and was to be in a 
State of Life, Activity and Happinefs. Coulcl 
this be true, if the Soul, after Death, were in a 
State of Infenlibility ? With what Truth or Pro­
priety could it be faid,in that Cafe, that it would be 
prefene with the Lord? Would it be one Jot more 
prelent with him after than before Death? W 0111~ 

It 
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it be fo mu~h ? No. During Life, the pious Soul 
holds a pleafjng Intercourfe ~ith God---is fanCtified 

I by his Spirit, and it walks by Faith: The Grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chriil:, the Love of God, and 
FeUowfhip of the Holy qhoil:., are its Portion. 
But according to this Scheme, th~ Soul would be 
fo far from enjoymg even this Intercour(e and Fel­
lowfhip with the Almighty, ~hat it would .be as 
infenfible, as far from any Enjoyment of hIm, as 
the trodden Clay ! 

ON this' Principle, how poor and cold an Ar~ 
gument of Confolation had it been to th~ Corin­
thians to tell them, after all their Sufferings foc 
Jefus, whom they loved, and earneil:ly wifhed to 
enjoy---That at Death their Souls would be in a 
State of Sleep and Torpor, infenfible of him as 
their Bodies whilft: rnoulderiflg into Duil:, and as 
deftitute of his Pretence! Evidently this is alto­
gether contrary to St. Paul's Defignand Meaning, 
which was to affure the Corinthians that after 
Death, not only their Sufferings would be ended, 
but that they would actually be bleil: with the Pre­
fence and Enjoyment of God, in a fenflble State qf 
Life and ACtivity. And fuppofing it true that 
the Soul .fieeps after Death, the Apoftle's Affer­
tion would not or.ly be del\lfiv~ and falfe, but his 
Argument would be as confolatory to the moil: 
aban~oned and profligate Sinner, as to the de­
vouteil: Chri.ftian; for according to this DoCtrim;, 
both would be equally infenfible and fr~e from 
Suffering., ' , 

THls is not the only Place where this Point is 
touched on in the New Teftament; there are 
feveral others in which the Notion of the Soul's 

~nfenfibility. 
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lnfenfibility afrer Death is refuted. St. Paul tells 
the P~ilippians---" I am in a Strait betwixt two, 
" ha~mg.a Defire to depart, and ro be with Chrift; 
" which IS far better. Neve;-thelefs to abide in 
~, ~he Flefh is more' needful for you*". '1'0 be with 
Chrijl, muft neceffcirily mean a fenfible State of 
Happinefs in his Prefence. The Words----far 
better---are very emphatical in the Original; they 
fignify---better beyond all ExprejJion; for the Apoftle 
here, as elfewhere frequently, f~ems to labour for 
ExprefIions fully to convey the Greatnefs of his 
Ideas, and Intenfenefs of his Affections. But how 
could any oJ this be true, if Sr. Paul after Death 
funk Into a State of Sleep and Infenfibility ? He 
would, in that Cafe, be no more with Chrift, than 
if he had torally ceafed to exift : Nor would it be 
far better for him to depart; becaufe during Life, 
he had the Confolations of our Saviour's Spirit to 
~hear and fupport him, and was always rejoicing 
~n a Confcioufnefs of his Smiles and Favour. 

OUR bleffed Lord himfelf frequently throws 
Light on this SubjeCt. Thus when he quotes the 
Words fpoken by the Almighty to Motes---" I 
" am the God of Abraham, liaac and Jacobt,"--­
he infers, " He is not a God of the Dead, but of 
" the living; for all live unto him § .. " This is a 
direct: Affertion that the Souls of thefe Patriarchs 
were not afieep or infenfible, when thefe Words 
were fpoken out of the burning Buili, but alive, 
and enjoying Happinefs in the Prefence of God:!:. 

OUf , 
,. Philip. i. 2.3, 14. t Exo? iii. 6. § ~uke xx. 38. 

t Abraham died in the Year of the J lilian Period, 2. g ') 3· Goel 
fpoke to MoCes in the Defert near Horeb in the Year 3313 of the fame 
period; fo that 430 Years had elap(ed from the ,Death of .Abraham 
till the Time when this Declaration was made, whIch according to our 
Saviour's Interpretation, pronounced Abraham to ~e then exifting and 
alive to God. See Archbifuop USHEIl'Ii Annals In the above Years 
of the Julian Period. 
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Our Saviour is here reafoning with the Sadducees~ 
who denied the Refurrettion on this Principle~ 
which wz.s the chief Foundation of their Error--­
Th:tt the Soul was annihilated and ceafed to exift 
~t Death. Our Lord entirely refuted their falfe 
Principle from this Inftance; and in fuch a Manner 
as wholly overturns the Soul-fieeping Scheme alfo. 

W HEN our Saviour tells the penitent Thief on 
the Cro(.,---" To Day {halt thou be with me in 
~, Paradife*" --- it manifeftly fhews that the Soul 
of this Perron after Death would not be afleep and 
infenfible, but alive, and in a State of Happinefs. 
I pals over, to avoid Prolixity, the Parable of the 
rich Man and Lazarus, with feveral other Places. 
of the New Tefi:ament, whkh evince ~h.e fame: 
Matter. 

A STATE of Sleep or Infenfibility is, in Truth,. 
mterly inconfiftent with the cleareft Ideas that we 
have of the human Soul; for being an immaterial 
Subftance, on that very Account, ConiCioufnefs, 
Lite and Perception are dfemial to. its Nature. It 
is created with an innate Power of Motion or 
.Activity, which its Separation from the Body can­
not poffibly deprive it of; Nor can r..ny Thing be 
more. abfurd in itfelf, or contrary to the Principles 
of found Philofophy, than to fuppofe, that the 
Aaivityof a fpiritual, immaterial subftance, fuch 
as the Soul is, fhould depend on its Union with 
inert l\-1atter, fuch as our Bodies are\!. 

SCRIPTURE 

.,. Luke xxiii. 43. 
H He. t!lJt \~otdd lee thi~ Semi-pagan Notion of the Soul's Sleep 01' 

~nknflblhty atter D":l~h retuted at large on Principles of found Philo­
lophyand pdt Reafonmg, may confult an excellent Treatife, entitled 
---111 EnqulI)' /,;10 the Nature of the human Soul; pal'tiClllarly Vol. I. 
Sechon IV. 
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. SCRIPTURE indeed by a well known rVletaphor, 
frequently rxpreffes Death by Sleep; but this 
every where refers to the Body, and n'ot to the 
Soul. Thus when St. Paul fays---" David after 
" he had ferved his Generation by the "'ill of 
" God, fell on Sleep, and was laid unto his Fa~ 
" thers, and faw Corruptiont---" and Daniel when 
he tell us---" Many who fleep in the Duft of the 
" Earth thall awake, fome to everlafting Life. 
" and fome to Shame and everlafting Contempt\\" -- : 
In thefe Inftances, I fay, the Expreffions feeing 
Corruption, and fleeping in the Dull of tbe Earth, 
plainly determine the Senfe of the infpired Authors 
---they cannot poffibly be true of the Sou], but of 
the Body only. 

IN the fame Senfe are to be underftood fimilar 
Expreffions in the Pfalms and Book of Job, which 
are ufually alledged to countenance the Sleep of 
the Soul---fuch as thefe·--" Man lieth down, and 
" rifeth not till the Heavens be no more; they 
" thall not awake, nor be raifed out of their 
" fieept"---" In Death there is no Remembrance 
., of thee; in the Grave, who fluB give thee 
" Thanks § ?---The Dead praile not the Lord, 
" neither any thllt go down into Silence~." 

IT is well known that the Pfalms and Book of 
Job are written in a Poetical Style, the Genius' of 
which~ efpecially of t~e orien~al, is hi~hly ~g~lra­
tive; and to expeCt phIlofophlCal PreClfion In iuch 
Compofitions; is contrary to Reafon and ev~ry 
Rule of fober Interpretation. This is not [;lId, 
however, to evade;! the Force of any Thing ~on· 

tamed 

t Acb xiii. 36. II Daniel xii 1. t Job x:\'. n. 
§ P1'aim vi. 5. ~ P1'alm exv. J 7· 



, [ 20 ] 

tained in thefe Palfaaes that may be thought to 
favour the Sleep of t1~e Soul; for there is internal 
Evidence enough in the Words to fhew they refpect 
the Body 0:11y .. --thus Man's lying down and rijing--­
giving 'I hanks in the Grave, can have no Refer­
ence to the SOlll, but to (he Body. 

BESIDES, it is Matter of Faa: that the ancient 
Jews were taught in their o\vn Scriptures to believe 
in a State of Retribution, of Rewards and Punifh­
ments, immediately after'Death, which, with Ref­
pett to them, is a fllfficient Confutation of this idle 
Dream. I fh::tll produce but one Paffage to ihew 
this. "Then," that is at Death, "ihall the Duft 
., return to the Earth as it was; and the Spirit 
" ihall return to God who gave itt." The Words 
are Solomon's, and inform us how the two com­
ponent: Parts of (,'1<1n are difpofed of when [epa­
rated from each other. The Body returns to Dllft~ 
according to the original Sentence pronounced on 
it after the Fall; but the Soul returns to God, to 
be judged by him according to what it hath done in 
the Body, whether Good or Evil, and have its 
Portion accordingly either of Happinefs or Mifery. 
This is the plain Meaning of the Words; and in 
this Senie both JewiH1 and Chriftian Interpreters 
unanimoufly agree*. But to proceed----

LASTLY. 
t Eccles. xii. 7. 

• Thus the 7'argum or Chaldee Paraphrafl explains thi's Verfe. 
The following is a literal Tranllation of it-And thy FlejiY'Which was 
takm ~u~ of the Dufi /hall return to fhl ~arth, tIlS it was formerly; and 
the Splnt of thy Sou! jball return, that It may jland in 'Judgment before 
the Lord who gave It to thee. 7'argum on Eccles. xii., 7. in Bilhop' 
W ALTO N's Polyglott Bible. .~he St:ntiments of the latter Jews are 
col~eaed hyWINDET, Devltafunll~rum ~tatu. Sea. vii,ix. They 
b~heved tha~ Souls after Death went Immediately into a State of Hap. 
pmefs 01' Mlfery ; fo1' the s~a Qf the Sadducees was almoft extinguilhed 

at 
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LASTLY. This Text .is moft confolatory to 
thofe who have loft pious Friends, and of whofe 
Salvation they have a well-grounded Hope. For 
furely we fhould not"lament thofe that are happy--­
who are freed from the Miferies of this World , 
and entered into Glory. If their Peace was made 
with God, if they were fit for his Prefence, how 
much better is it for them to 00 into that bleffed o 
Prefence, than to remain in this Scene of Sorrow---
this Vale of Tears? 

THEIR ConfliCts and Trials are now over--­
their Griefs and Pains are ended---all Tears are 
wiped from their Eyes---Sin or Temptation will 
no more affault them, nor will they any more offend 
their God. They look back with Tranfport to the 
troubled Ocean from which they have efcaped; 
delivered from all its Storms and Tempefts, and 
fafely arrived in the Haven of everlafting ReLt. 
They live with God, with the holy Lamb who 
redeemed them by his Blood. They fee him Face 
to Face, without any intervening Cloud. They 
balk in his Smiles~ and drink in Life, Joy and 
Immortality at the original Fountain! 

D I AM 

at the Deftruaion of Jerufalem. We hear little of them after that 
Period. The modern Jews utterly renounce their Errors. That the 
Jews, antecedent! y to Solomon, were Strangers to the Doarine of the 
Soul's Sleep or Inlenlibility after Death, is evident from many Incidents 
in their Hillary, and Pa{fages in their Scriptures. I {hall mention one 
Particular only to this Purpofe, which was their conCulting the d.ead o,n 
different Emergencies, particularly to ltarn future ~ve~ts, and Is.wh~t 
we call Necromancy. This moll: d~teftable and ImpIOUS Praalce !s 
prohibited under the fevereft Penalties by the Law of Mofes. ~evl~. 
xix. 2.6. xx. 2.7. Deuter. xviii. 10, II. Yet we find that. Saul 10 Ius 
Extremity, and when deferted by God, had Recourfe to It, and con­
fulted Samuel. I Sam. xxviii.---Can we fuppofe the Jews would at­
tempt to cof\fult the dead, if they thought they w~re infenlible and 
lifelefs? Does not this infamous Praaice clearly eVlOce that the Jews 
believed departed Souls were not only alive and ~entible, but that 
they were endued with fllperior Knowledge, even WIth that of future 
Events? For why elfe would they confult them? 

" 



[ 22 ] 

I AM fully fenfible there is no Anguifh more 
poignant than what arifes from the Lofs of a dear 
and pious Relative. The tender Love we bear to 
fl1ch is the Caufe of our Grief; but if we refleCt 
as we ought, that very Love fhould in fome Mea­
fure reconcile us to the Lofs, fince our Friends 
are infinite Gainers. We lament ourfelves, and • 
not·them. For certainly it is far better for them 
to depart, and be with Chrift in Happinefs and 
Glory, than to continue in this State of Suffering 
and Trial. Wherefore, you that have loft a pi­
ous Relative, comfort YOl1de1f with this falutary 
Truth---that your Friend, the ObjeB: of your 
AffeCtion and Grief, is now prefent with the Lord. 
Let this affua<Ye your An<Yuifh---let it be as Balm to 
00. 

your wounded Spirit; and grieve not that a SaInt 
is added to Heaven, tho' torn from your Bofom. 

THIS Subject, and thefe RefleB:ions were fug­
gefted to me by the Death of a late worthy and 
excellent Perfon, well known to each of you by 
his Labours of Piety and Benevolence---I mean 
the Reverend Dr. OGILVIE, whofe Death is an 
Affliction to you, and a general Lo[s to the Church 
of God. 

NINE Years have I lived with him in perfeB: 
Harmony and Friendfhip. Much was he endeared 
to me by his many amiable ~lalities; by a Union 
of AffeCtions and Principles, and by our joint 
Endeavours in the Miniftry of the Gofpel, in that 
clofe Connection, which, from our refpective Sta­
tions, neceifarily fl1bfifted between tlst. To men-

tion 
t GREGORY THAUMATURGUS has a fine Sentiment in his 

Panegyric Oration to OR I G EN. He is mentioning the Friendlhip of 
David and Jonathan, which he compares to his own with ORIGEN ; 
and in fetting forth the Ardour of it on his Part, he declares it cannot hI! 

extingui!h.ed, 
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,tion him therefore in this Place, which now, alas ! 
muft know him no more, is not only a Debt of 
Friendfhip which lowe to his Memory, and is 
expeCted from me; but it may alfo be of Service to 
you to lay fome Parts of his CharaCter before you, 
and remind you of your Duty in Confequenceof 
having enjoyed the Benefit of his Miniftry fo many 
Years. 

HE was born in this City: 'and many of YOll 
know, that he remembered his Creator in the Days 
of his Youth. Even at that Period, he had deep 
Impreffions of Religion, and ihove to turn others 
to Righteoufnefs ; which alfo feemed to be the 
principal ObjeCt of his whole Life afterwards. 

HE devoted himfelf early to the Service of the 
Altar; and his firft Station after he entered into 
Holy Orders was fuch as fuited his glowing Zeal 
to promote the Honour of God, and the Salvation 
bf Souls *. I may fay that he was placed on the 
fartheft Limit of the Meffiah's Kingdom; for all 
beyond it was one dark and difmal Gloom, unen­
lightened by any Ray from the Sun of Righte­
oufnefs. Here he faithfully laboured, and with 
Succefs, to add the Heathen to his Mafter's In­
heritance, and the uttermoft Parts of the Earth to 
his Poffeffion. 

THOSE 

txtinguilhed, hut will fuhliR after this Life is ended. .. This David," 
fays he, meaning ORIGEN, "hath hound up my Soul in fueh neee[­
" fary Fetters of Love, hath fo tied me to him, that if I would even 
" try to difengage myfelf, I coul~ not effe~ it: No--altho' we d~p!lrt 
" out of this World, our Affechon, which IS founded on the dIVIne 
!' Pri'neiples of Scripture. cannot die·-·it mull: remain for eve~." 
GREG. THAUM. Oral. Paneg. in OUG. apUdORIG. Opp. Vol. IV. 

,interOperaadORlG.'/petlanlia.p.6s. Edit. DE LA RUE. 1759· 

... He was appointed Miffionary to Albany and the Mohawk India~s 
in the Year J 7 so~ by the Society for Propagation of the GoJPel In 

foreign Parts. • 
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THOSE ~alifications, which enable a Perron 
to {hine and be ufeful in the facred Miniftry, were 
poffeffed by him in an eminent Degree. His Perfon 
was tall and graceful---his Afpect fweet and com· 
manding---his Voice excellent---his Elocmion eafy 
and pleafing---his Imagination lively---his Memory 
retentive, and his Judgment folid. His Temper 
was even,· unclouded, and fuch as fcarcely any 
Accident could ruffle. His Heart was humane, 
tender and benevolent---burning with Zeal for tht! 
Good of others. Piety to God is the Source of 
every other Virtue, and His \vas lively and active. 
It was a facred Flame, kindled from above, which 
ever glowed with a pure, regular, and unabating 
Warmth. It was fervent, tho' not violent---gentle, 
tho' not languid. He deeply felt the Power of 
.Religion ; and this prompted him conftantly to 
hold up the Lamp of heavenly Trmh to others, 
that they might rejoice in its Light, and experience 
the fame falutary Effects from its Influence which 
he himfelf had experienced. 

WITH what unwearied Affiduity he attended 
the Dmies of his Function, you all know. To the 
Difcharge of thofe, he devottd his whole Time. 
Like the firft Heralds of the bleffed Gofpel--­
Daily in the Temple of God, ~nd in every Houfe 
he ceafed not to teach and preach Jefus Chrift~. 
Incleed I may apply to him what St. Paul fays of 
himfelf to the '1 heffalonians---" Ye are \Vitneffes, 
" and God. alfo, how holily and juftly, and un­
" blameably he behaved himfelf among you: As 
" you know how he exhorted, and comforted, and 
" charged everyone of YOll, as a Father doth his 
.• Children, that ye might walk worthy of God, 
" who hath called you to his Kingdom and Glory§." 

THE 
~ AClsv .. p. § I The[s. ii. 10---12. 
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THE Number of thofe who reforred to him for < 

Advice, was·very great; and Jew were capable of 
giving better on every Occafion. He knew how 
to comfort the Afflicted, to confirm the WaverinO', 
to inftrutt the Ignorant, to chear the Defponding, 
to Iftrengthen the Weak, and check the Self-opini­
onated and Forward. T,he perplexing Occurrences 
of human Life are frequent. Many of them are 
fuch, that the Mind, even after Deliberation and 
weighing Circumftances, is at a Lofs to determine 
which Procedure is beft. In [uch Cafes, where a 
judicious Friend is moft nece£fary, he had a Pene­
tration that was quick in difcerning on what Side 
the greateft Evidence laid; and in this Refpett he 
has been of fingular Service to many. 

IN him the poor and needy always found a 
generous Benefattor. He had that fympathetic 
Tendernefs for the Diftre£fes of others, which the 
Religion of Jefus inculcates. Often has he cheared 
the gloomy Retreats of Want, by relieving the 
Indigent; and caufed the Orphan's and the vVi­
dow's Heart to flng with Joy. 

How diligent was he in feeking the Children of 
Affiittion! In difpelling the Horrors of a Sick-Bed, 
where perhaps the pale Victim of Difeafe groaned 
under the complicated Pains of Mind and Body, 
and languiihed alio under the Miferies of Indigence! 
Clergymen ofren find it neceffary to relieve the 
bodily as weII as fpiritual Wants of the Sick; and 
on thofe Occafions both were liberally fupplied by \ 
our worthy, departed Friend. Freqllenfly has h.e 
furniihed the Sick with Sllftenance, and then rev I·· 
ved his drooping Btart with divine Tnlth. Thro' 
his piOllS Aid and InftruCtion, a Gleam of Joy has 

lighted 
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lio-hted up the Countenance of the relenting Pe­
n~ent. Nay, the Soul that was juft taking its 
Flight into Eternity, has been, thro' his miniftring 
and afF:ftionate Care, rail~d from Dtfpondency, 
and infpired with Vigour and heavenly Hope. 

THE Time would fail me to trace this excellent 
Man thro' the various Scenes of Life, and the 
different Characters he fuitained with fa much 
Dignity and Lufhe. His Condua and Manners 
were regulated by the calm Dic1ares of Benevolence., 
Piety and Prudence; and were [0 happily tempered, 
that even thofe who wt're no warm Friends t6 
Religion, revered him. The Confequence was 
fuch as might naturally be <:"xpeaed---few Clergy­
men have been f:" extenGvelv uletul---few fa much 
beloved and efteemed, as Dr. OCILVIE. 

THE concluding Scene of his Life was fuitable 
to the former P ..trt of it---Llch, in my Efiimation, 
as would be defirable to every faithful Mini£ter of 
J efus Chrift; for he was about his Mafter's Bufi­
nefs, when the awful Melfenger came to fummon 
him into Eternity. In the Haufe of God, after 
devoutly addreffing his heavenly Father in the 
excellent Evening Service of our Church, he took 
his Text, to proclaim from thence the glad Tidings 
of Salvation and redeeming Love---to difplay the 
Faithfulnefs, J uftice and Mercy of the Supream--­
the ftedfaft Reliance of the humble, believing Soul 
upon Him---(for all this is implied in the Text~ 
he chole---:) Afrer this, I fay, and whil£t the un­
finifhed Sentence yet hung upon his TonOlle--­
his Ma£ter called him! Called him to leav~ this 

Scene 

~ 'Hi~ Text was from PfJlm xcii. J 5---70 ./hew that the Lori 
is II/right, be is my Rock, and there is no UIZI"ighteoufnejs in him. 
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Scene of Sorrow and of Trouble, to be prefent 
with himfelf*. 

To mark the Difpenfations of Providence with 
a careful Eye---to apply and improve them fo that 
we may advance in the Chriftian Life; is our in­
difpenfible Duty. W hilft therefore we contemplate 
this dark Difpenfation with reverential A we and 
Submiffion---whilft our Hearts bleed under this 
affliCting Lofs---for you have loft in him a faithful 
Guide and InftruCtor---I have 101t a fincere Fritnd: 
Let us endeavour to draw fome Thing beneficial 
from it. We have here an awakening Infbnce of 
our Mortality---of the Uncertainty of human Life. 
In the Midft of Life, we are in Death---exp01ed 
each Moment to his Affault, and liabk (0 be LOrn 
from every Thing here. Should not chis roufe us 
from Security and Slumber? Should it not put IJS 

\ on enquiring how we are prepaTed for fuch a 
Change, 

'5 On Friday, Nov. 18, he went to Church in feemingly good 
Health, to Leaure in the Afternoon, which was his conliant Practice 
on Fridays. He reJ.d Prayers as ulual, and b3ptifed a Child; he gave 
out his Text, but before he could proceed further with his Lecture 
than to repelt a Sentence or two, he lunk in the Reading Dclk, and 
was deprived of Speech, by a Stroke of an Apoplexy. Under the Ef­
feas of this fatal Difol'der he languilhtd for fome Days; tho' he 
recovered fufficiently to fettle his tempural Affairs---thole of a fpiritual 
and more important Nature he had proliided for by a well-fpent Lite. 
During this Interval, a great Part of which was fpent in Prayer 
and devout Ejaculations, he Ihewed the moil: refigned Patience and 
Submiffion to tbe Will of Heaven---fuch indeed as could flow only 
from real, unaffeaed Piety, and the firmeil: Reliance on the adorable 
Mediator. Altho' the Symptoms of his DiJorder were fometimes 
flattering, yet it finally baIRed every Elfort of hU~lan Skill, and the 
Power of Medicine; for early on Saturday MOrlung, Nov. 26, 1774, 
without a Struggle or a Groan, he expired, in the FIFTY·FIRST 

Year of his Age. By his lall Will, he bequeathed £. 300 to the 
Charity School in this City; £.100 to King's CoU~'ie, and 1;. 100 to 
the Corporatioll for the Relief of the Wid0w,s and C~llJrell oj Ue1'fJJ1I.z~n 
in Communion 'With the Cburch of England In A'!IemQ; here~y exlubl­
tingan Inltance of that Benevolence---that umform AttentIOn to the 
Happinefs and \Velf.uci of Mankind, which regulated each Step of 
hi~ ConduCt thro' Life. 



Change. and to meet our God? Muft we not 
follow thofe who are daily dropping into the 
Grave around th? Have they not marked out the 
Path which we are fpr-edily to tread? Why then 

, 1hould we not liften to thefe Admonitions, and 
comply with their Defign ?---O let us beware of 
being overtaken, unprepared, by divine J ufrice, 
after fo may merciful \Varnings to the contrary! 

WITH Refpect to our worthy Brother, however 
neceffary it might be for us that he fhould continue 
here; yet certainly it was far better for him to 
depart---to be abfent from the Body, and to be 
prefent with rhe Lord. Indulgent Heaven gives 
filCh Friends, fllCh eminent Perfons, to blefs the 
prefent Scene; it refumes and takes rhem away' 
to prepare us for another \Vorld. Their Infrruc­
tions ferve to enlighten our Minds, and teach us 
how to !ive; their Example alfo, in their laft 
Moments, teacheth us how to die. Such Infrances 
of triumphant Faith in the Hour of Death, are 
confolatory to all who are anxious about their Sal­
vation. They manifefrly 1hew that God is frill 
prefent with his fincere and faithful Servants--­
ready to fuccour and to own them in their lail: 
Conflicts. The Death of a real Chrifrian is one 
of the moft inftructive Leffons to his Brethren. 
Whilfr it animates their Hope, ir alfo kindles their 
Zeal, and is a Spur to their Diligence in workinD" 
out their Salvation with Fear and Tremblin~ 
Whatever Trials or Afflictions may be their Po~­
tion thro' Life, yet here they learn that Deliverance 
awaits them---that the Hour of Diffolution which 
fheds Terror and Difi11ay on the Guilty, to what­
ever Height of envied Diftinction they have been 
exalted,. brings Peace and Confolation to them; 

whilft 
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.. whilft Heaven, with all its Glory, opens to their 

enraptured Minds. 

REASON and Confcience muft tell US, that we 
are accountable to God for the Ufe we make of 

.. the Advantag~s and ~le~ngs ~e now beftows upon 
us. Revelauon cOIncides with the Ditrates of 
Confcience on this Head, and airures us---" That 
" unto whomfoever much is given, of him {hall 
" much be required*." The Inftruaions we re­
ceive, the Time we enjoy them, our Opportunities 
and Motives for Improvement, will all be taken 
into the divine Account. "Behold," fays the 
Mafter of the Vineyard, " thefe THREE YEARS I 
" come feeking Fruit on this Fig Tree, and find 
" none; cut it down, why cumbreth it the 
~' Ground t ?" 

You will readily grant that it was a fingular 
Advantage and Bleffing to have enjoyed the Mi­
niftry of our departed Friend; and that not only 
THREE, but TEN Years:/:. What Fruit then have 
you brought forth worthy of {uch a Bleffing?, 
Examine your Hearts, whether you have been duly 
thankful for it, and have improved it to the Ho­
nour of God, and your own Salvation? Or whe­
'iher you have not deferved the Removal of this 
burning and fhining Light, becaufe you would 
not be illuminated by his DoCtrine, nor warmed by 
l.1is Zeal? 

WHILST he was with you, I know you loved 
him much; and that you now cherifh his Memory 

E with 
., Luke xii. 48. t Luke xiii. 7· 

t Dr. OGILVIE was eleCted one of theA~Jl:ant Minitlers of Tri­
nity Church in the Autumn of 1764, J.nd he Imme~,ately ~ettled her~; 
the Author had been chofen into the fame Office pnor to him, but did 
not move to New-York till December 176S' 
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with affectionate Tendernefs. He is often in your 
Thoughts; and Efreem mingled with Grief are 
infeparably joined with the Remembrance of him. 
The mofr effectual Way to fhew your Regard and 
tefrify your Affection for him now, is to follow 
the Inftructions,' the Exhortations which he fo, 
often, and fo earnefrly delivered to you. Need I 
tell you that this is alfo your Duty? Be affured it 
is; and fuc:h a Duty that the Neglect: of it will be 
attended with this melancholly Confequence---He 
who wifhed and laboured fo faithfully for your 
Salvation, will be a dreadful Witnefs againfr you 
at the laft Day! The fervent Prayers he offered 
in your Behalf----the Chriftian Example he fet 
before you---the InftruCl:ions, the Reproofs, the 
Exhortations you rtceived from him---, Will all 

• rife in Judgment againfr you, and be your fevere 
Accufers. 

o THAT you may be wife---that you may un­
derftand and lay thefe Things to Heart, and con­
fider your latter End, while the accepted Time 
and Day of Salvation are with you. Awake to 
Righteoufnefs; and fo live with Chrifr here, that 
to die may be Gain. Go on earnefrly and undaunted 
in your Chriftian Duty; fa that w hen you depart, 
a~d are abfent from the Body, you may be prefent 
wIth the Lord in the bright Reo-ions of unfadina 
Felicity. 0 0 

c.fhat this may be the Cafe, and final Portion of 
each of you, God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
for the Sake and Merits of ]e./us Chrift; to 
whom, &c. 

F I N I s. 
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