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ADVERTISEMENT to the THIRD EDITION.

THE failure of fuccefs in the American War having deeply
engag-d the public attention, the fellowing CorLEcTIiON has
been made of the CHarcEs in and out of Parliament, that are
{aid to have <iven rife to the enquiry into the condu& of the
war, of the Evipzce given at the Bar of the Houfe of Com-
mons, ad of the StrrcTurEs that have been made during the
courfe, and fince the clofe, of that enquiry; in order to lay
before the public a comprehenfive view of that moft Important

Queftion.

In this edition many InTEREsTING PAPERS have been added ¢
The reader will readily diftinguifh thefe additions, as they are
marked in the table of contents : It is hoped the Gentlemen who
fent the feveral inclofures, will be fatisfied with the manner in
which they have been arranged. From the great additions and
the new arrangement, the whole forming a regular feries of
the tranfattions of the war, it was found neceffary to alter the
Title from A Fiew of the Ewidence to that of

The DETAIL and CONDUCT of the AMErRIcAN WAR.

In the firft editions, the Evidence given before the Houfe of
Commons, was, unavoidably, from the hurry of an early publi-
cation, in a great degree imperfect : but in this, the whole has been
given in a very full and correct manner, nothing but the trivial
and uninterefting queftions being omitted.

¥,* The MonTuLY REview for July laft, in giving a cha-
racter of this Work, which it docs in the moft favourable terms,
concludes thus: ¢ It is really a melancholy retrofpe@t which is
¢ here given of our military exploits in attempting to reduce the
¢¢ revolted colonies ; and the whole concludes with a Rewview
% of the / ar, which is written with a fpirit, that may ferve
“ alternately to freeze and fire the blood of the indignant reader.”



C ONTENT S

Allthe articles marked #% are added to this New Edition.

ORD HOWE's reafons for demanding an enquiry. page g
%, % The real caufes of the rcbellion in America. stog
Battle of Concord. 9o 13

b« Letter from Mr. Kirk of Nottingham to Gen. Howe : his curious and im-
portant queftions which Ger. Howe had anfwered in the affirmative: charadter
of the late Lord Howe by Mr. Kirk: many of the Nottingham eleétors with
Gen. Howe may fall in America. 1010 11

¥, % Letter from Gen. Howe to Mr. Kirk. The general aftonithed at the ron-
cour and malice of fome of the clectors.  On accepting the command in Ame-
rica has been complimented by thofe who are averfe to the meafures of admi-
niftration ; defires M. Kirk to fufpend iis opinion, till the cvent proves him
unworthy of his fupport : afferts with trath that the rebels are few in compa-

_ vifon with the whale people. 1oz
¥..% Defcription of Charleftown neck, on which the battle of Bunker’s hill
was fought. I2to 13
Battle of Bunker’s hill. 13 to lz
Letter from New York. Rofton capitulation, &c. 15t Iy
Battle on Long Ifland. 17to 21
*.% Sir William Howe's conduét on Frog's neck and White Plains.  Deferip-

tion of Frog’s neck : Gen. Howe both toe ftrong and too weak : ridiculous
fitvation : friends and foes atk, How we came there? in purfuit gets 28 milos
in 17 days; beats a confiderable corps on the enemy’s right flaunk, and then
ftands fill. 21 to 25
Letters from New York. Variousinterefling particulars and anecdotes relating
to the operations of Gen.1llowe; conduét of Gen. Clinton and Tryon. 26 to 33
Matter of Fa®. An authentic detail of important facts refpe@ing the operations
in the provinces of New York, Jerftys, and Pennfylvania, and the then ftate

of thefe provinces. 38 to 50
Governor Johaftone, on Lord Howc's navad conduét in America. 5> to 5
%% Addrefs to Lord Howe on his conduét in America. Refj«®cd on account

of his moral charafter and former fervices ; blamed for his condué at Ncw-
York ; for refufing letters of marque; reafons affigned for that refufal : firft
to propofe a breach of the Saratoga convention 5 firips New York of provifi-
ons, but leaves the rebels in peace 5 with 13 thips runs from 12 French ; leaves
his thip on the eve of a battle ; allows the French to efcape, though he has 1,
to 10 of their difabled thips; might have beat the French, ruined the rebels,
andfaved the Weft Indies; the French fleet repair their difabled fhips,ereét ju-
ry mafts, and fail 100 leagues, whilit his lordihip is repairing a bowiprit and
main maft; oppofition commanders ruin the nation; two viftories gained,
ind nobody defeated; rioted into illuminations of our own infamy. §6 to 60
EVIDENC
of Lord Cornwallis, Major Gen. Grey. Sir And. S. Hammond,
Mr. Montrefor, Capt. M¢Kenzie, Sir George Otborne,
To eftablith the impradticability of the country. the diuatieétion of the A-
mericans, and the great charadter of Sir W:lliam and Lord Howe. Capr.
M<Kenzies evidence contains letters between Gens. Burgoyne, Clinton, and
Howe ; in particular a letter from before Ticonderoga, from Gen Burgnyne
to Gen. Howe, and reccived by Gen. Howe at New York, cight days betore
ke left that place to fail for Chefapeak. 66 to 79
EVIDENCE on the Canada expedition

Sir Guy Carleton, Earl of Balcarras, Capt. Money, Earl of Harrington,
Major Forbes, Capt. Bloomiicld, Lieut. Col. Kingflon. 79 to 98
Thefe evidences give 2 minnte drta | of the operations of the Canada army.
¥, % Lord George Germain’s S;rech, opening the evidence to be produced by
adminiftration, to difprove the light and hafly opinions given by Sir Villiua
Howe's evidences. oS to 100
RVIDENCE of Gen. Rohertfon, Juy of the rebel army on the profpect of
peace ; pra&ticability of the country for military operations ; America tn ge-
neral loyal and atfeétionate 3 aéting on the North river firft propofed by Gen,
Howe; an army can go to Albany in two d.ys; defeription of the Noyth or
Hudfen's river; the Jerfeys, and road to Phdadelph'as plundering; plon for
acting
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sfing on the North river and alarming the coaft of Maffachufets ; on paffing
the Delaware ; raods, thipping, and naval ftores nb:{ndoncd at Boﬂo::.; Gen.
Howe prevents Gen. Clinton from keeping the Highlands; Gen. Vaoghan
went up the Hudfon in face of a fuperior army ; decifive and curious replies
o confidenee, poideiing the North river, faving Burgoyne, keeping the High-
Jands, and bl bz up Boflon harbour. . 1coto 119
EVIDENCE of Mr. Gallowav. Nt a tenth of the Americans for indepen-
dence; rebels have loft 103,000 men; inforreétions againft the Congrefs
great diftrefs of the rebel army in Pennfylvania ; various dittricts offer to de-
f-rt the Congrefs ; Gux. Howr, before he embarked for England on his re-
turn, ALVISES THE PRINCIPAL MEXN IN PHILADELPHIA To Go OVER To
AND SUBMIT To THE REBELS; could have cut off the rebels and patled the
Dclawvare ; that river fordable all fummer; Mr. Robinfon’s important offers
rejedted by Gen. Howe. 119 to 126
* 4 Riemarks on the General Scope of the Evidence. An evidence refufes to
anf{wer gueftions of opinion, but gives many voluntary opinions, and alfo mat-
ters oi hearfay, belief, fuppofition, and propheey s others labour under an c:.-
tremely defective memory ; Gen. Howe's evidences not 2 years in the coun-
try, but Gen, Roberifon and Mr. Galluway 24 and 48 years in it, 126 to 129
" Obfervations on the Evidence, with the events arranged in the order of
ime. Merchandize, naval flores and thipping left to the rebels at Bolton
bincking up the harbour Gen. Howe's own plan, yet not done; viétuallers,
wanfports, ftorethips, and near 1000 men luft by it; Montrefor’s reafons for
tot ftorming the rebel lines at Brookivn rather charges than apologies; our
piquets four hours in marching > and 1-half miles; in Jerfey Gen. Howe
within one hour’s march of the.rebel fugitives, vet fops 17 hours; contraft
Lorween Gen. Howe and Guttavus Adolphuos in paffing rivers; true caufe of
Trenton defeat; W aflington in three weeks croffes the Delaware four times ;
Gen. Robertfon obviates all Gen. Howe's cvidence refpeéting the North river §
Gen. Howe writes to Gen. Clinton to aét in favour of Burgoyne after ftripping
him of the power; {ails a month’s vayoge to avoid Wathington, who has only
23 miles to march in that month ; battle of Germantown a furprife ; folly in
rot occupying Redbank before the rebels; Donnp’s cafe ftated; Gen. Howe
weakens Clinton inflead of reinforcing him; The clamours of oppofition ftat-
ed if Gen. Howe had not been their, favourite ; behaviour of oppofition and
miniftry on the former breaking up the enquicy. 129 to 141
Enquiry or Remarks on Gen. Howe's Cunduét, Speech, and Letters, and the
whole train of his Operations, 14T to 152
Remarks on Sir Andrew Snape Hammond's Evidence, and the whole conduét of
the voyage to Chefapeak and operations in the Delaware. 152 to 155
Conduét of the war in the Middle Colonies. Defcription of the feat of war
ftrength of the King's army and of the rebels; Gen. Howe's reafons for not
openuns the campaign early, and his aflertions of the general diffaffeétion of
the Americans refuted 5 loyaliits 11l treated ; Burgovne loft; let Wathington
cfcape; could have croffed the Delaware ; \Wathington drives Howe out of
the Jerfews. though not a fixth part of his ftrength ; great proof of Gen.
Hewe's witdem at Brunfwick 5 Wathington's pofitions at Qnibbleton, Brana
dywine, White Marth, and Valley Forge defcribed ; ftate of the rebel de-
fences in the Delaware ; Col. Stirling not permttted to occupy Redbank ; com-
parative ftate of the Britith and rebel forces in 1776, 1777, and 1778. 155 to 167
*.* Lord Huowe's Negotiations and Naval Condu&. 167 to 169
Scaures on the Canada Expedition. 16gto 173
~«* Refleftions on Gen. Burzoyne' condudt fince his return to England. All
his charges againt minifters refuted ; his condu& a tiffue of imprudencies ;
has clung to the man who abandoned him, and whofe friends have fpurned
bim s his pitiable cafe; the public more juft to him, than he has been to
) himfelf. ] 175t0 157
scrizlures on Gen. Howe’s Mifchianza or Triumph on leaving Ametrica uncon-
conquered.  Crowned with laurels never won, after a feries of three years rus
innus difgraces and defeats, and thirteen provinces wretchedly loft. 177 to 181
R.m::u,v ot the War, . 181 to 150
"+ Conclufion. Americans would return to their allegiance, if we only rid
them ot the rebel Congrefs and their army ; Howe's operations has pleafed the
men at Nottingham ; oppofition and the rebels endeavorring to circumvent
vs by an-nfidious trute ; im what our fafety confifts. 89 to 199




"DETAIL and CONDUCT

OF THE

AMERICAN WAR

WITH

A very FULL and CORRECT

View of the Evidence.

Lord Hewe in a fpeech in the Houfe of Commons, April 2gth, 1979, Ld.
gave the following reafuns for demanding an enquiry into his own and reafor
bis brother’s conduct ¢ * They had been arraigned in pampblets and in *™ °°
¢ news papers, ~vritten by perfons in high credit and confilence <vith
e minifiers ; by feveral members of that Houfe, in that Henfe, in the
¢ face of the nation ; by fome of great credit and refpet in their pube
¢ lic characlers, known to be conntenanced by adminifiration ; and that
% one of them in particular, Governor Folnflone, had made the mof
8 dived? and [pecific charges.”

e S e ottt

Ghe Pieces alluded to by bis Lordlhip are inferted, to give
the reader a full and connected wiew of the fubjedd.

Letter from BostoN, April 25th, 1775
A‘ FTER a variety of commotions, all of which portended blood- Rife

fhed, a rebellious war broke out on the rgth of this month ; rebell
on that day our troops were attacked at Lexington and Concord,
the whole count?y rifing upon them, and a firaggling encounter
enfued from thefe towns to this place : but as you will bave a nar-
rative of that bufinefs from others who faw more of it than fell to
my thare, I fhall confine myfelf to the giving you a fhore ftate of
this country, and an enumeration of the caufes which have produc-
ed this rebellion,
8ince my arrival in this quarter of the world, I have cndeavoured
to obtain from the motit intelligent people, fome authentic informa-
tion refpecting this country and the opinions of its inhabitants.
What follows is the refult of my political enquiries. Every perfon
1 coaverfe with here is of opinion, that the prefent infurrections are
B prinei-



The real Caufes of the Rebellion in Amerieas

principally owing to the inftrution and encouragement the rebels,
have, for many years paft, received from defperate and nefarious
fuftions at home, enemies both to the church and conftitution of
England, comprchcnding various défcriptions of men, from the dif-
affeCted or difappointed Peer and Commoner, down to the faudling
Oracles of non conformift conventicles. .

Number of The white inhabitants on this continent are eftimated at upwards

people.

of two millions ; more than one fourth of this number are reckoned
to occupy the four New England provinces and colonies. In this
province of Maffachuffets, the people are computed at three hun-
dred thoufand, calculating from their militia hils, in which, it s
faid, they number upwards of fixty thoufand men. 1 know it is
indultrioufly propagated throughout America, tuat the number of
fouls exceeds four millions, but that, from gcod authority, is on-
1y a political fiction fabricated to infpire the people with high ideas
of their own power.

It is confefled, thatin this province, very early notions of inde-
pendency have at times been apparent ; that every where for a
courfe of years the rapid population of the northern and middle co-
lonies have been fpoken of with exultation ; and that it has been a
pleafing topic of converfation with many, that in fome future pe-
riod, when fuch a large continent fhould be well peopled, it would
naturally difengage itfelf from the domination of a very fmall and
diftant territory : but thefe laft difcourfes have always till of late
been confidered as the effufions of ignorance, or the fanciful reveries
of fpeculative men.

What haftened to approximate the prefent refiftance, was the lit-
tle attention given by government at home, for the long fpace of
150 years, to the regulation of the colonies. Before the aét laying
ftamp duties pafled, the internal polity of the feveral provinces
fhould have been retormed.—Regulation of their refpelive fubor-
dinate legitlatures thould have preceded taxation.

But the laft war would have been a proper time for laying a tax,
or introducing a regulation of their governments ; when poflefled
with the dread of being driven into the fea by the French, they
were lifting up their trembling hands to this country for aid ; and

Ourwant of yvhen England was expending thoufands of men, and millions of

policy.

money in their defence :—not furely when the French had been
fwept from the continent; when all our troops were withdrawn ;
when the Americans were confcious of the advantages accruing to
them from our remote fituation ; and when they felt and prided
themfelves in their own {trength.

The repeal of the ftamp act was yet more injudicious and impo-
litic than the enacting it. It is generally admitted that it might
eafily have been enforced ; for no conveyance of property could be
legal, without a fubmiflion to the act; and if it had not been repeal-
ed, it would in many re{pes have enforced itfelf. The Americans
were alfo at that time totally unprepared for rebellion, and the
quartering a regiment or two in thrce or four of the principal
towns on the continent, under proper orders, muft foon have de-
cided the difpute :—but fince that fatal repeal, no conduét on our
part, whether gentle or vigorous, could be of any avail ;—the re-
bc}l leaders had always a fititious colous ia which to reprefent- it 3

—gen~



Tbe - real Canfes of the Rebellion in America.

~=-gentle meafures, faid they with much apparent contempt of s,
were only the effefls of our fears and of their firmnefs ;—and on vi-
gorous meafures, they recurred with vehemence to their favourite

cry of oppreflion.

 Little need be faid of governors or their abilities; they con- prif,
tributed, not indeed defignedly, to bring forward the prefent com- fencat
motions. - In their difpatches to government, they imputed all the Gove:
oppofition made to them, to the turbulent efforts of a finall fac-
tior, which being credited at home, prevented miniftry from adopt-

ing fuch early meafures as are neceflary to counteraét meditated 1n-
furreétions. Perhaps, 1f they had informed miniitry that their op-
puiers compofed great part of the people, it might have been
thought prudent to have removed men who owned themfelves un-
popular,—a decree feldom relifhed by his Majefty’s reprefentatives.

Uuhappily for England, governors either faw not, or would not
fee, the true ftute of this country, till every circumitance that offer-
ed wore the face of fpeedy revolt.—Then moft certainly they were
frequent enough in their reprefentations, but the Americans from
ther long preparations will fet out with many advantages.

You may judee of the good policy of fome governors from an

altion of one of them, confefledly of the firt abilities in his rank.
After the tumults and infurre@ions that followed the ftamp-adt,
when every man of comnmon penetration faw that independency was
the aim of the leaders of the populace, this gentleman, though na
foldiér, in a fit of military enthuftafim, fat down, and with much
fatisfaction to himfelf, compiled, not a fhort book of militia exercife.
In fad, the genius of the Norfolk difcipline, was transfufed into
this imprudent publication. And what may be thought ftill more
extraordinary, the regiments here till very lately lent the militia
fome of their beft non commiffioned officers to difcipline them,

The American leaders alted very artfully till they were ready to Ap
throw off the mafk. Though they vented every degree of abufe meri
againft their governors for mifreprefenting them, as they faid ; yer leadc
they conftantly made ftrong profeffions of loyalty to the King.
Thefe profeflions were intended to affect the credibility of whatever
reprefentations governors might make of their feditious conduct. If
they gained belief, then they outwitted both governors and admi-

_miftration ; if they did not, it gave themn farther occafion of conti-
nuing their unwarrantable clamours and outrages, which keeping
the minds of the common people in conftant irritation and ferment,
they were ready for any defperate attempt,

Openly and fecretly abetted and puthed on by a traiterous
oppofition at home, every art and affiduity were exerted to keep the
people in this inflimed ftate of mind.—The trifling duty on tea,
and the importation of it into America by the Eaft India Company,
were only pretexts for rifing in arms 3 if thefe had not occurred,
they would have feized any other opportunity that offered ; and if

“none had, their fertile, impatient, and prepared minds would bave
created one, Some make no. doubt, if we alt aith proper fpirit,
but that the partizans of rebellion will foon be convinced of their
error, and that thofe very people whom they have deluded will
turn out their bittereft enemies ; thefe argue from the rebels being
all raw men, from their foon exhaufting their piefent magazines,

‘ B2 from



§ituation.

Lmpoliey.

The real Caufes of the Rebellion in Amevica.

from the difficulties they will meet with in obtaining farther fup-

lies, from their being almoft all married which muft make their
fofs of men more heavily felt, and from their being in every ref-

e&t a defpicable crew when compared with our veterans. Others
think that the conteft will not be fo foon terminated, as the coun-
try is extenfive, and faid to be unanimous ; and that the feverities
ofywnx', and the dreadful experience of the miferies attending their
wanton revolt muft be feit {fometime before their pride will be pro-
perly lowered.

Their worthy correfpondents in England, yon muft underftand,
have affured them that their friends,with the oppofition at their head,
are increafing cvery day ; and that there will be infurretions in
every corner of the kingdom 1n their favour. Though we laugh
at this intclligence, vet the miniftry will have enough to do in the
ftruogle, to remedy the evils that have been accumulating for thefe
laft hundied and Lity years, from the political negleéts of their
predeccliors.

Some hopes againft the revolt becoming general, are derived
from the charalter of the northern inhabitants not being very po-
pular in the fouthern colonies ; they are faid to be deiigning and
felfith ; but, perhaps, this is a more general character in nature
than has been imagined, and that the New England men only dif-
fer trom others in their mode of (hewing it. In the mean time, it
appears to me, thar every {tep they take feems to have been pre-
concerted.  Their independent clergy and their lawycers have been
great promoters of rcbellion,

I have now given you the true ftate of this country, as faras I
could collect it from the moft fenfible and impartial people. I have
alluded in particular to the canduct of the Maffuchufets, as this
province has always dictated to, and been followed by the other

_colonies and provinces,

In addition to our political neglizence refpeing the colonies,
oppofition had fome very ripe and forward f{pirits here to work
upon, all which, added to their own defperate exertions, rendered
a rebellion inevitable. ’

The firft fettiers in this country were independents, both in religi-
ous and political opinion, and their tenets have been carefully tranfe
mitted through cvery gencration to their prefent defcendants ;—

the progrefs of their population has alfo been very rapid ;—thefe to-

gether with their great ditance from England, have all tended to
weaken the idea of any durable connection with, or dependance on
the mother country :—Theie arc caufes arifing from education and
natural firuation.

No proper attention had been given, for a century and an half to
the regulation of their internal government ;—awe had either impo.
liticly droye the French out of Canada, or after having done it
we impoliticly neglefted ta eftablith fome other equivalgnt checlz
over them ;—we had never accuftomed them to obedience whilit the
were few in number, confequently weak, and fcattered in thin

atches over an extended continent, yet thought proper to expelt
1t from them, when they were grown numerous, rich, and power-,
ful, at a time too, when we had comparatively {peaking, no milie
tary



Battle of Concord,

tary force in the country :—~Thefe are caufes arifing from our own
impolitic conduct.

The Americans and oppofition made the moft of all thefe cir-
cumflances; but it may with truth be faid, that it was oppofition
that called forth the Americans to rebellion ; without their fofter-
ing aid for thefe laft ten years, this country would yet have been
in peace. However, on the moft comprehentive view, this rebel-
lion is the refult of the natural fituation of the Americans, of our
own political blindnefs and negligence, and of the moft unremitting
treachery and criminal depravity of an abandoned oppoiition, who
with a bafenefs beyond example, feem to have united every efforg
to betray their country.

Letter from Boston, Fuly 5th, 1775,

A N almoft conftant hurry, a fucceffion of unexpe&ted events,
and a crowd of reflexions during my few leifure hours, have
till the prefent day prevented my writing. But I {hall begin regu-
larly. Gen. Gage was both well informed and prudent in fortity-
ing Bofton neck. The rebels had laid a plan to furprife the town,
to cut off the troops and the loyal fubjects.  This was difcovered
through the fireng inveteracy of fome of the confpirators, who
could not help enjoying before hand in converfation, the plea‘ure
of the maffacre. Proper meafures were taken to prevest it; but no
fearch made for concealed arms. The evening of St. George’s day
was the time fixed ; the officers doors were to-be particularly mark-
ed. A hint from the bible.

"The 18th of April, at cleven at night, 8co grenadiers and light
infantry embarked at the common, under Lieut. Col. Smith, and
landed at Phipps’s farm. The objelt, to deftroy a rebel mararine
at Concord, zbout 20 miles diftant. On their route, early nex
morning, the 1gth, at Lexington, they were oppofed by a body
of armed men, who from fences fired upon our advanced guard, but
were foon difperfed. Arriving at Concord, we executed the pur-

ofe for which we were detached, throwing into the river ncar an
gundred barrels of gun powder, a quantity of falted provifions and
flour, and defiroyed three guns, and fone gun carriages. Capt,
Parfons fent forward from the bridge with three companies, on
his return found that Capt. Laurie who had been left to poflefs
it was driven off'; luckily for him and his party the rebels did not
break up the bridge, or he and his men would have been cut off.
On this fpot they found three of Lauri:’s men who had been
wounded, dreadfully mangled by the rebels; they were fealped,
their ears cut off, and gouged, this latt is pufhing the eyes out of the
fockets, and yet thefe miferable men were fliil alive. From Concord
back to Lexington, we fuftaived a conttant fire from every fence,
houfe, hollow way, and height as we pafied along. Here Lord
Percy joined us with the firlt brigade. He had left Bofton at g o'clock
that morning: It was a neceflury reinforcement, for the whole
country were in arms, and all the picked men for 40 miles round,
We got back to Bofton with the lofs of upwards of fifty men, and
: many
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10

Strange
-blunders.

Mr. Xisk’s
€urious
queftions.

Gen, Howve's Correfpondence awith Mr, Kirk,

many more wounded. This finifhed our excurfions againft rebel
magazines. I cannot tell the rebel lofs.

Our fecret bad been 11l kept, the rebels knew our intention and
were prepared for us. Licut. Col. Smith’s party would have been
deftroyed had not Lord Percy juined him, and even he was almoft
too late from two ftupid blunders we committed. The general or-
dered the firft brigade under arms at four in the morning; thefe or-
ders the evening before were carried to the brigade major’s ; he was
not at home ; the orders were left ; no enquiry was made after
him; he came home late ; his fervant forgot to tell him there was
a letter on his table ; four o’clock came; no trigade appeared ; at
five o’clock an exprefs from Smith defiring a rcinforcement produc-
ed an enquiry; the above diicovery was made; at fix o’clock part
of the brigade got on the paradc; there they waited expedting
the marines ; at feven no marines appearing, another enquiry com-
menced ; they faid they had received no orders; it was afferted
they had; in the altercation it came out that the order had been
addrefled to Major Pitcairn who commanded tlie marines and left
at his'quarters, though the gentleman conccrned in this bufinefs
ought to have recolle€ted that Pitcairn had been difparched
the evening before with the grenadiers and lizht irnfantry under
Licut. Col. Smith. This double miftake loft us from tour till
nine o’clock, the time we marched off to fupport Col. Smith.

Rlanufeript copies of the follosving wery important and curious letters be-
ween General Howe and one of 1's mofl velpellable conflituents in
Nottingham baviny been communicated as genuine, and as a mafer
key to that general’s future conducd in protraiting the war—they
are bere laid before the pullic.

Coty of a letter from M. Kirk, grocer in Nottingham, to Gen, Howe,

S1IR,
CANNOT eafilv deferibe the difcontent and difappointment
which appears among a very great number of your conftitu-
ents here, on account of your having accepted a command in the
expedition againit our American brethren. From the opinion I Lad
of your integrity in general, I voted for you at the lte eiection,
notwithftanding you had in fome recent inftances ated contriay to
my fentiments. I took the liberty to tell you fo, and atked you
the following quettions: viz.
Whether you thought our whole army would not be infufficient
to conquer America ?
. Ig you did not think the minifiry had pufhed this matter too
ar ? :
Whether if you fhould be appointed to a command, you would
refufe ? And
Whether you would vote for the repeal of the four a&s of par-
liament, which you are now going to enforce ?
It i am not miftaken, and I believe you will allow that T am not,
you anfwered to every one of thefe queries in the afirmative, This
out of pure regard to your intereft here, I have made known to

Rumbers
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numbers who were in the fame ftate of fufpence with myfelf, as to
the propriety of our condut at the elefion ; and it has ferved to
remove in a great meafure the ill impreffions, by which you your-
felf was very fenfibly affected while among us.

We are However aflured, that Gen. Howe is preparing to ems
bark for America, in order to enforce the acts.  Judge, if you can,
the confufion this occafions among your friends. The moft plaufible
excufe that is made among us, is, that the King fent for you, and
what could you do! )

" Now I muft beg leave to fay, that I think you might have alted
the part of a great man, in refufing to go againt this people on
any accounts ; but to fay nothing of politics, your brother died
there ; they have thewn their gratitude to your name and family,
by erefting a monument to him who bled in thc caufe of freedom
amongft them ; to him who dared to a& in oppofition to a court,
when his judgment informed him that oppofition was right; and
yet—he was’ a foldier. . Our paffions were wrought upon at the e-
lection, by the mention of his honoured name in a paper, which
you may perhaps remember ; and may I not mention 1t to you with
a wifh, that you would follow {o amiable, fo difinterefted, {o re-
vered a charadter # I believe you have not even an enemy who
would impute your retufing to go to want of courage ; nay, your
courage would be made more confpicuous by the refufal. ,

If you fhould refolve at all events to go, I dont wifh you may Withes he
fall, as many do, but cannot {ay I wifh fuccefs to the undertaking. may fall.

Thefe, Sir, are the fentiments of many here, as well as of

Nottingham, Your obediént fervant,
Feb. 10, 1773. } (Signed) SAMUEL KIRK,

General Hozve to My, Kirk.
SIR,

T HAVE read your letter of the 1oth with fo much the greater
degree of concern, as I had flattered myfcif I had removed all thofe
prejudices you had entcrtdined again{t me, when I had the pleafure
of being with you at the cle€tion. The runcour and malice of fome
of thofe who were not my friends at the eletion, fills me with a-
flonifhment in the inftance you mention, of their withes for my fall
in America.

My going thithér was not my feeking. I was ordered, and could
not refufe, without incurring the odious name of backwardnefs
to ferving my country in a day of diftrefs :—fo contrary are men’s
opinions here, to fome with you, that inftead of the grofieft a- Complia
bufe, I have been moft highly complimented upon theoccafion, &y mented by
thyfe who are even averfe to t)e meafures of adminifiration, opponitions

Every man’s private feelings ought to give way to the fervice of
the public at all times ; but particularly when of that delicate na-
ture, in which our attairs ftand at prefent. Whatsver opprobrious
names I may be called by at Nottingham, I am encouraged to fay,
that no fuch epithets will be put to it in any other quarter; Iecn-
treat you in paiticular to fufpend your judgment in thefe matters,
wntil the event proves me unzvorthy of your fupport. o
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Defoription of Charleffown Necks

One word upon America : . .

You are much deceived, if you fuppofe that there are not many
loyal and peaceable fubjects in that country. Imay fafely afférty
that the infurgents are wery fe, in comparifon of the ahole pesple.

There are certainly thofe who do not agree to a taxation from
hence, but who do not with to fever themfelves from the fuprema-
cy of this countrv. This laft fet of men I thould hope, by their
being relieved from the grievance, will moft readily return to all
due cbedience to the laws,

With refpe@ to the feiv, who I am told defire to feparate them-
felves from the mother country, I truft, when they find they are
not {upported in their frantic ideas by the more moderate which I
have defcribed, they will from fear of punifhment fubfide to the laws,

With regard to trade, this country muft now fix the foundation
of its ftabilicy with America, by procuring a lafting obedience to
our laws: without which it can never arrive at that permanancy,
fo abfolutely requifite for the well being of this empire,

I am, Sir,
SLucen Street, Your faithful and obedient fervant,
Feby 21, 1775, (Signed) WILLIAM HOWE,
AR

Defeription of CHARLEsTowN NECK.

HE fcene of what is called the battle of Bunker’s hill, was the
peninfula of Charleftown. It lies direftly oppofite to the
north part of the town of Bofton, from which it is feparated by
Charles river, which in this place is about 450 yards wide, The
length of the peninfula from north to fouth is about a mile, and at
its fouthern extremity it is a little more than half a mile broad, and
from hence it gradually grows narrower to the ifthmus. Upon the
fouth weft point of the peninfula the town of Charleftown ftood,and

to the fouth eafl there 1s a rifing ground, that projects a little outs

wards, which is called Morton’s point. On the eaft is Myftic ri
ver, which is about halt a mile over, and on the weft is a larce
bay and a mill-pond. °
The ifthmus which joins the peninfula to the continent, is rather
artificial than natural. It is not more that 30 yards in width, and
is fo low and flat as frequently to be quite overflowed by the tides,
Immediately adjoining to the ifthmus, upon the conﬁnent, isa
large level common, through which the road to Cambridee lies.
Upon the peninfula there are two principal heights, “The firft
begins at the ifthmus, and rifing gradually for about 300 yards
forms a large round fmooth hill, which floping on eachfide to th;
water, commands the entrance into the town of Charleftown. This
is known in the country by the name of Bunker’s hill. It is confie
derably higher than any other ground on the peninfula, and it is
here that the Americans ought to have taken poit on th,e nicht of
the 16th June, inftead of breaking ground upon Green’s hill, which
we have always miftaken for Bunker’s hill. ’
a Gr;en’s hill is ﬁ(;ua;cd nearly in the middle of the peninfula, the
e fr radual, s 2
e et st o vy e o
3 Jomed by a ridge of high ground
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#inning from north to fouth in the form of a allle. From the
fummit of Bunker’s hill to the furnmit of Green’s nill is juit haif a
mile, and from Green’s hill to Churles river, which feparates the

eninfula from Bofton is goo yards. The grounds beine chiefly
cultivated for grafs, there were very few trees upon the plice; but
as it was owued by a great number of different propl-, alinoft every
Iroufe keeper in the town of Charleftown having a fenarate patture’
for a cow, it was interteéted by a valt namber ot fencs, except at
the north end of the peoinfula, aboat the famm t of B inker's hill,
and from thence to the ilthmus, where a lirge tract of eround being
owned by one perfon, it was perfectly fmooth and toee from obe
ftructions.

Letter from BostoN, Fuly s5th, 1775,

N the 15th June, at day break, we faw the rebels at work
throwing up intrenchments on Bunker’s hill; Ly mid-lay

they had completed a redoubt of earth on the height about thist
yards {quare; and from the left of that, a line of about half a
miie in length down to Myftic river: of this line 105 yards nexe
the redoubt were alio earth, above five feet hich, all the reft dyvn
to the water conlifted of two rows of fence rails, the interval filed
with bufhes, hay, and grafs, which they found on the fpor.  Eur-
1y in the afternoon, from a battery in the corner of the redoubt,
they fired {even or eight thot into the north end of the town ; one
thot went through an old houfe, another through a fence, and the
yeft ftuck in the face of Cobb’s hill. At this time their lines were
attacked by Major Gen. Howe at the head of 1605 m=n, compofed
of twenty compunies of grenadiers.and liwat infantry, forty men
cach, with the gth, 38th, 43d, and g2d recimests.  Gen. Howe
commanded on the richt with the light infantry and grenadiers,
Brir. Gen. Pigot on the left; while Pigot atracked the redoubr,
Howe was to force the grafs fance, gain the rebel’s left flank and
Year, and furround the redoubt. Our troops advanced with oreat
confidence, expecting an cafy victory. As they were marching up
to attack, our artillery flopped firing, the general on enquiring the
rcafon, was told thev had got twelve pound balls to fix poun-
ders, but that they had grape fhot; on this he ordered them forward
and to fire grape. As we approached, an inceffant fiream of fire pour«
ed from the rebel lines, it fecmed a contiaued theet of fire for near
thirty minutes. Our light infantry were ferved up in compn:ies
againft the grafs fence, without being able to penctrate 5 indeed
How could we penetrate, moft of our grenadicrs and light infintry
the moment of prefenting theml{elves loft three-fourths, and many
nine-tenths of theirmen. Some had only eight and nine men a coms
pany left, fome only three, four, and five. On tie l-ft Pigot wag
ftaggered and aCtually retreated ; oblerve our men were not driven
back, they altuaily retreated by orders : great pains have been ta.
ken to huddle up this matter : however, they alincft inftantly came
on again and mounted the redoubt.  The rebels then run without
firing another thot, and our men who firlt mounted gave them a
¢ or two on their backs. At thcia time, Warren, the rebel com-
mag-

3
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mander fell: he was a phyfician, lirtle more than thirty ‘years of
age ; he died in his beft cloaths ; every body remembered his fine
filk fringed waiftcoat. The right flank of the rebel lines being now
gained, and not the left as was intended, their whole body run
along the neck to Cambridge, No purfuit was made.

We have loft 1000 men killed and wounded. We burned Charlef-
tewn during the engagement, as the rebels from it exceedingly gale
led our left. Major Pitcairn was killed from it. 1o wreat 4 con-
fidence in ourfelves, which is always danrerons, coccafioned this
dreadful lofs. Let us take the bull by the horrs, was th~ phraie
of fome great men among us as we marched on.  We went to bat-
tle without even reconnoitering the pofition of the enemy. Had
we only wanted to drive them from their ground, without the lofs
of a man, the Cymetry tranfport, which drew itle wware-, and
sounted 18 nine pounders, could have been towed up Myftic chane
nel, and brought to within mufket fhot of their left flank, which
was quite naked, and fhe could have lain water borue at the loweft
ebb tide; or onc of our covered boats, mufket proof, carrviaga
heavy picce of cannon, might have been rowed clofe in, and one
charge on their uncovered flank, would have diflodged them in a
moment. Had we intended to have taken the whole rebel army
prifoners, we needed only have landed in their rear and occupied
the high ground above Bunker’s hill, by this movement we thut them
up in the peninfula as in a bag, their rear expofed to the fire of
our cannon, and if we pleafed our mufquetry : in fhort, they muft
have furrendered inftantly, or been blown to pieces. But from an
abfurd and deftruftive confidence, carelefnefs, or ignorance, we
have loft a thoufand of our beft men and officers, and have given
the rebels great matter of triumph, by fhewing them what mifchief
they can do us. They were not followed, though Clinton propofed
it. Their deferters fince tell us, that not a man would have re-
mained at Cambridge, had but a fingle regiment been feen coming
along the neck, Had we feen and rejected all the advantages 1
have mentioned above, even our manner of attacking in front was
ruinous. In advancing, not a fhot fhould have been fired, as it
retarded the troops, whofe movement fhould have been as rapid as
poflible.  They fhot_lld not have been brought up in line, but in
<olumns with light infantry in the intervals, to keep up a fmart
fire againt the top of the breaft work. If this had been done, their
works would have been carried in three minutes, with not a tenth
part of our prefent lofs. We thould have been forced to retire, if
Gen. Clinton had not come up with a reinforcement of g or 6oo
men. This re-eftablithed the left under Pigot, and fuved our ho-
nour. The wretched blunder of the over-fized balls {prung from

the caufe of the dgtagc of an officer of rank in that corps, who {pends his whole
the artille- time in dallying with the fchoolmafter’s daughters,  God knows
4y blunder. pe is old encugh—he is no Sampfon—yet he muft have his Dalihah.

Another circumftance equally true and aftonifhing is, that Gen.
Gage had undoubted intelligence early in May, that the rebels in
tended to poflefs Bunker’s hill; yet no ftep was tak ‘
important poft, though it commanded all the
gown. He likewife had an exact return of the co
¢he rebel army then invefling the town;

en to fecure that
north part of the
tps that compofed
of every piece of cannom
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thev pofTed; of their intended lines of blockade ; and of the
purabitrs e p=€ied, and on their march from the other provinces,
We: aie all wrone at the head. My mind cannot help dwelling

upon our corfed mittakes,  Such ill conduét at the firft out-fet ar-
gues a erois igasrance of the common rules of the profeffion, and

iven us tor the future ansious forebodings. I have loft fome of pives «
theie 1 mott valued,  This madnefs or ignorance nothing can tonly
excufe. 'The brave men’s lives were wantonly thrown away. Our throwa
condnétor as muach murdered them as if he had cut their throats ¥47-
himclf on Boiton common,  Had he fallen, ought we to have re-
gretied him ¢

e e e e e
Letter from New York, March oth, 1777.

S probably you may not have heard the true particulars of
our flight from Bofton, about this time laft, year, I fhall give
1t you. Socon after our victory as it has been called on Bunker’s
hii, Gen. Howe fucceeded to the command of the army. This
for fo.ne time gave pretty general fatisfaction, as Gen. Guge was 545,
thougrt too tame, and by fome fufpected of a predilection for the Gage a
Ameiicars, arifing from his fumily connections. The critical fitu- Hove.
aton ot our atfairs deinanded men of vigour and enterprize.  Some
complained of his complaifance to the Bofton feleét men, of his
faying they were good fort of people and faved him much trouble,
and of his cutliying with the Commiflioners. Thefe people, you
may believe, admired Gen. Howe for the oppofite qualities, which
they faid, or imagined, he pofleffed. He was an officer of experience,
and tried courare ; the felect men would be proferibed ; every A-
merican diftrafied ; and the Commiflioners would not be permitted to
thruft their nofes into his houfe. All tittle tattle and gofliping were
to be han'tied head quarters.  Even the blunders at Bunkesr’s hill
were forgotten, fo happy were moft people at the change. His re-
ferve and retirement were imputed to an indefatigable attention to the
duties of his ftation, and his perfonal gloom and morofenefs were
apologized for from the vexation that a great mind, always intent
on important objeéts, muft feel from frivolous or impertinent intru-
fions. It was a confiderable time before this was difcovered to be
only 2 fancy pi¢ture. ‘The man’s retirements were found #of to be Howe'
the retirements of bufinefs; and his habitual morofenefs, uof to be alchan
the fenfibilities of a great mind difturbed by impertinence. We re-
mained the fall and wigter waiting remforcements.  In March the
rebels appeared on Dorchefter neck, which commands the fouth
part of Boftoa, as Bunker’s hill does the north part. We had
once a detachment on this height, but abandoned it. The rebels
difcovered its importance, and as foon as the feafon permitted, oc-
cupied it, We embarked 2000 men to attack them, but a violent
ftorm prevented the execution, Next day, the rebels were thought
too ftrongly pofted ; and foon after orders were given for an eva-
euation. Thus by a palpable negle&t of our own, we were forced to
abandon a town with difgrace, which had coft us at leaft 2000 men
to keep ; and that too, juft on the eve of our receiving the expeted
geinforcements.  In fatt, our fafe retreat was owing to a fecret ca«
Co:2 pitulation
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Bofinn ca- Pitulation with the rebels. They were to allow us to run away

situlation. quietly, and we were not to burn the town. Itisimpoffible to
enumerate the immenfe variety of groods that were left, particularly
wooliens and lincus. A rich, and what is more, a much wanted
fupply for the rebols. Had we attacked at Dorchefter, we moft
probably fhoild hive been repulfed. Our detachment was too
weak ; and the rebels, by Sullivan’®s advice, had got more than roo
hoe heads fiticd with ftones to roll down the bill and break our lines
as we advanced. When it was determined to run awav, the general
cenvened the principal oficers and made a fpzech to them on the
occation, and fome even of them who diiliked him moft, confefled
there was veal merit in it, which greatly perplexed them, as they
were fure it was not his own, and yet they could not difcover where
he had got ir.

‘Thvwrh our reinforcements were by this time thouvht to be at
fea, no cure wus taken to leave a {urtic’ent force off the harbour to
prevent them runring into the mouth of the enemy. Indeed the
Renown, Capt. Banls, was left in Nuntatlict road, but it never

yoomenloft app=urcd he hiad proper orders, for on the firlt falute from only one
piece of cannon, he made the beft of his way for Halifax ; whereas,
he fhould have continued cruiling off the harbour to give informa«
tion of onr retreat.  This was a capital blunder, the refult of the
moefl impencetrable ftapidity, and loft us Lieur. Col. Campbell and
400 m:n, who run right into the harbour of Bufton, not knowing
but that place was ftill in our hands.

Our voyuge to and from Halifux was juft like any other feg
voyage, where troops are much crouded together.

Laft Auguit on Long Iand we rejected an opportunity of termi-
nating the rebellion; the rebels when defeated ran into their lines
in the vtmoft dijurder, our grenadiers were following them with
great ardour, when the general after much diliculty, called them
off.  Huad our troops been allowed to go on, not a foul of the rebels
would have cicaped. A lady, whofe hufband and brother were re-
bel oficers, has given us the following fuct: on their defeat they
rufhed into the houfe, and defired her to fly with her child, as they

Bebelefcape expected every moment to be cut in pieces. She did fo; but could
not get within a quarter of a mile of the ferry, the rebel croud wap
fo great, and they were in fuch trepidation, that thofe in the rear
were mointing on the fhoulders and clambering over the heads of
thofe betore them.  Wiur a glorious opportunity did Gen. Howe
here reje-t of finifhine the war with eclar. - We threw away three
days in regular approaches, during all which time the rebels were
ferryint themil.cs over, for it was the morning of the 3oth bes
fore their rear emburked. V

Lord Howe could fead two frigates up the North river, for a
wbnn ot his own, and expol- th_em_ toﬂthe fire of at lealt 100 picceé
of canno, but he lhy almott within fight of the ferry, and let the
rebel army crofs it, tho® it was a branch of the fea near a mile wide,
for three duys, or at leaft two days and a half, without fending an);
of his numerous iqn:\drgu to annoy them. I atked a warm friend
of the admiril’s, why his lordihip did not brine his heavy (hips a-
gainft the batteries on the Eaft viver, and cut oft the rebel] 1 ;
well as rifk his frigates f Y Aty 28

e or no purpofe up the Noxth river? The re-

ply
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ly was, the admiral did not chufe to rifk his Majefty’s fhips; thus
hhis lordhip will not rifk his Majett; ’s thips ; the general will not ritk
his Majefty’s men ; for thefe reafons the rebels efcaped, and the re-
bellion continues.

Every day prefents new blunders, we have loft threc recziments
of Helhans in the Jerfeys this winter, and nearly an equal number
of our own men trom our toraging parties ; all from nat fupport-
ing and proteéting our line of cantonment formed laft year. Our
commander has been enjoving his pleafures whiie every thing s
been going to wreck in the Jerfeys. What do you think of the
favourite fultana’s loling 300 ruineas in u night at cards, who three
years ago would have fouad it diricult to have muftered as many
pence ? Dont you think this Bofton ludy in hich luck ? As to the
hufband his various places are reckoned at 6600 1. a year: it is iuid
he does not fave a fhilling :—but he looks fuat and contented.

A A

REMARKS on General HOWE’s own account of bis proceedings
on Loxe IsvLanD, inthe Extraordinary Gazetic of Oclvler
1othy 17%9.

! PON any undue mifcarriage in our land or fea fervice, every

mau’s love of jultice, and vegard for the public interett, will
lead him to with, that wherefoever the fuult lay, there mav fail
the pubiic cenfure and difgrace : that the innocent may not fui'er,
and that the guilty may not efcape. Ii'a meafure hus been origi-
nally wrong and ill concerted, or was in itfcit two huzardous or im-
practicable ; and we lay upon a commander the blime of net hav-
ing fucceeded in it, we may lefe a good general, and retain a twd
minifter. It, on the other hand, the mcafure, as ovivinally plin-
ned, was richt and proper, and we blame the minificr, becaviv the
general mifbehaved in the execution, in that cafe we may lole a
good minifter, and rewiin a bud communder,  Fvery boneft man
mufl fee, that the public interest 1s much concerned in the making
this neccflary ditiinction,

The cenduft of all oppofitions is little diferent,  In everv mif-
carriage their invariable rule of practice has been to juihitv the
commander, and lay the blame on the minifter.  Tar from teeline
any concern for their country, and expreding a jult refentment at
any milconduct in the commanders ; they hold themfelves ruther
obiiged to them for dituracing the fervice, and furnifhing them
with a frefh ground of attack upon their rivals.  Upon the mifcar-
riage at Carthagena in 1541, micifters, they fuid, had ftarved the
war, and tied up the hands of the commanders,  Afterwards, their
own letters, which Vernon publiflied, proved the leaders in oppo-
fition knew the falthood of this charge. But it ferved their pur-
pofe to giveit out, and the people were made tu believe it. Upon
Admiral’s Byng’s mifbehaviour in 1756, Mr. Pitt told the Houte,
in his own favourite and abfurd idiom, he fuvad no criminality in
Mr. Byng. Mur. Pitt himfelf, when he came to be minifter, upon
the mifcondut at Rochfort, experienced fomething of the fame
kind. But as the Newcaflle party had, as he faid, lont him their
Juajority, the oppofition was 190 feeble to make head againft him.Iﬁ
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If in projeting any diftant expedition, a minifter fhall have

formed a good and proper plan, and furnithed a fufficient force for
the execution of it, he has difcharged his part, and done all that

1s

incumbent upon him. The manner of making ufe of- that force,

and of carrying the plan into execution, that lies with the come

VigorofLd.mander. When Lord George Germain became fecretary, the

G.German, Britith intereft in America was at its loweft ebb.  Ourtroops had
been inglorioufly pent up in Boiton, and {lill more inglorioufl
driven cut of it.. The whole American empire was reduced to Ha«
lifax and Quebec, and %cbcc itfelf was befieged.  In this low flate
of our aftairs, Lord George Germain took the feals, and gave a
vigour to our councils unknowa to them before. By engaging a
large body of foreizn troops, and fending the earlieft fuccours up
the river St. Lawrence, the whole of Canada was recovered, a
fleet was built at St. Jobn’s, and the rebels were beaten from off
the lakes.

Gen. Howe at the head of between twenty and thirty thoufand

men, and attended by a greas fleet, landed on Eong Ifland, a force
much fuperior in number, and much morein difcipline to that which
oppofed him. By a juil difpofition the out-pofts were all forced ;
ten thoufand of the rebels, asthe general himfelf counts them were
‘defeated ; befides the killed, wounded, and drowned, eleven hune
dred of them were made prifeners, and the reft fied with the utmoft
Pprecipitation into their lines, purfued by the viftors clofe up to
their trenches. T'illed with all the ardour of fuccefs, the troops
would inftantly have entercd their camp, when the general thought
he had, for that day at leaft donc the rebel army damage enough 3
and chofe to give them time to recover their fright. Let us read
his own account of the affair: ¢ The grenadiers and 33d regiment
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being in front of the column, foon approached within mutket
{t of the enemy’s lines at Brooklyn ; from whence thefe bate
talions, without regard to the fice of cannon and fmall arms upon
them, purfued numbers of the rebels that were retiring from the
keights, fo clofe to their principal redoubt, and with fuch eagera
nefs to attack it by florm, that it required repeated orders to pre-
vail on them to defift from the attempt, Had they been permitted
fo go ony it is my opinion they would have carried the redoubt ; but
as it was apparent the lines muft have been ours at a very cheap
rate by regular approaches, I would not rifk the lofs that mighs
have been fuﬁ.ained in the affault, and ordered them back to a
hollow way, in the front of the works, out of the reach of the

1)

mufquetry.”  Can the reader wonder, that the troops were thus

ger for the atrack, and that it required repeated orders to prevai}

upon them to defift, when the general himfelf was of opinion, and
every other man plainly fuw, that the lines muft have been forced;

and the whole rcbel army taken or deftroyed ? Even 1
previous defeat, the army which attacks another in th

1s

an inftance to be found, of a defeated arm
their trenches, ever defcnding themfelves aoaintt a v
of near double their number. The French
lofing the battle of Turin to their ftayin
- ‘Prince Eugene had ceYtainly never won it, if

ithout any
eir trenches
_But there is fcarce
y precipitately flying inte
1¢torious arm

generals afcribed theip
g behind their lines.
whea he had got up ta
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generally thought to have the advantage,
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them, he had delayed the attack, and had thought only of befieg-

ing them with regular approaches. King William loft the battle

of Landen by trufting to his lines, which Marfhal Luxemburgh

attacked as foon as he came up to them, without giving him time -
to crofs the river in the night and efcape him.

Had the commander in chief chofen to follow the judgment of ITowe’s nc
the other generals, and ftormed the lines, the rebel army was at puhing h
their mercy, and the war would have been at an end.  \Was it the Vi-torys o
fault of minifters at home, that the rebellion was not brought to 3 Tui
fo happy a period ? Was it the minifter that fuggetted the giving
up all thefe advantages, by calling off the troops in the midlt of
victory, and the hiding them in a hollow way, out of the reach of
mufket-fhot ; and then, after two days delay, deliberately opening
trenches at fix hundred yards diftance? From this flow and folemn
preparation we might think, that thefe lines were as ftrong as thofe.
of Donawert ; which yet the Duke of Marlborough flormed the
fame evening that he came up to them. But did we ever hear of
a great and vitorious army’s being ftopped in the midit of their
conqueft, for forming regular approaches againft the ditch of a
line, which was three miles long, and only three or four feet deep ?

Did not the rebel fugitives run over the ditch and breaft work,
wherever their purfuers fuffered them ? and could not Britith
troops as eafily have followed them ? Were thefe lines guarded by

any fuch rocky precipices as thofe which the Heffians ftormed at

Fort Wathington? Had the redoubt, for which the fuccefs of
twenty thoufand viCtors was ftopped, a tenth part of the flrength

that nature and art had given to Fort Montgomery, which yet Gen.
Clinton ftormed with one quarter of that number, without lofing

three minutes upon regular approaches ? The lofs of a hun- Opinion
dred men, which other generals thought would be the greatett other gen
they could fuftain in forcing the camp; and the putting an end rals.
to the war, by the deletion of the rebel army, would have been

the faving of ten thoufand brave men’s lives, which have been loft

by protratting it. '

But it was apparent, we are told, that the lines muft have been
ours at a very cheap rate by regular approaches. Doubtlefs :—
but they helped him to a much cheaper one: and that was to move
off, and leave them to him. Were not the {amme boats, which car-
xied the rebel army from New York to Loug Ifiand, lving ready
to bring them back from Long Ifland to New York ? Had the ad-
wmiral deftroyed any oue of them ? Could they wifli for more than
three days leifure to colle¢t and add to them all the veflels in New
York, and the adjacent places, to carry them off ? Conld he think
that they would not exert their utmoft diligence to fave themfelves
from the deftru&ion which they hourly expe¢ted. Inflances do
wot often occur of a general’s vigilance being thus eluded. And
we may juftly wonder, that a whole army of twelve or fourteen
thoufand men, with almoft all their baggage, and fiores, fhould
move off, acrofs an arm of the fea, twelve hundred yaids over,
without the general or admiral knowing any thing of the matter;
that their very centinels, to fay nothing of their artillery, thould
be drawn off, and our advanced centincls give no notice of it.
There are, indeed, whe fay ;—But let others write what they

hear ;
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hear ;—T would confine myfelf to the general’s own accoufit of e
fufiering them thus to efcape. One of the greateft military ate:
chicvements of the Prince of Parma’s lite, was his conveyihg his
army acrois the Seine, after being fhut up by the French in a pe-
niniula of thut river ; and nothing ever happened more mortifying:
to Henry the fourth.  But our fea and land commanders fuffer a
beaten army, initead of a victorious one, to ferry over an arm of
the fea, witheut making any the leaft apology. The general hav-

in~ at his own cheap rate got pofleffion of the lines, feems quite at
eale ; and, far from expreiiing any mortification at their efeape,

treats aheir flight out ot the itland rather as a maiter-of triumph.

The noble admiral’s account runs much’ in the fame firaine
¢ The Rocbuck, Capt. Hammond, was the only fhip that could
¢ ferch high enough to exchunge a few random fhot with the bat-
¢ tery on Red Hook ; the ebb making (trongly down the river foon
¢ a1, I ordered the fquadron to anchor. On the night of the
¢ aqth, the rebels abundoned all their pofs and works on Long
¢ Itland, and retived with precipitation acrofs the Eaft river to
the town of New York.” If 2 crow had fled over the paflage,
conld he have fpoken of it with a calmer indiference ¢ The feader
will obferve, that the journal of the fleet’s proceedir.¢s ends on the
morning of the 27th : whether and which way the wind veered
during the three following days, is not faid, All, which we at
this diffance can know, is, it the tide of ebb made it neceflary to
caft anchor, toprevent the fhips being carried down, that in thofe
three days there were fix tides of flood to carry them up,

The expretlion, *¢ leaving their cannon in all their works,
maniteftly leads us to conclude, that they did not take any away.
It this was the cafe, and we look to the lift of the cannon taken, in’
what a contemptible light mult all thefe lines, redoubts and batte~
vies appear.  The brafs pieces were tuken in the rout of the 27th.
From that day therefore to the 3oth, a great army, with torty
pieces of artillery, befide their ficld cquipage, attended by a fleet’
carry ing many hundred guns, are all ftopped in the full career of
victory, and kept in awe for three days together, by lines, redoubts
and batterics of ¢thice miles extent, containing all of them put toge«
ther only rvenry-fix pieces of iron ordnance. All thefe various move~
ments, necetlarily attending the retreat and embarkation of ten or
twelve thoufund men, with the beft part of their cannon, baggage
and ftores, were performed without any the leaft interruptionbfrom'
either army or fleet, which lay fo near : and that too on the very'
nickt of a tull moon. Either the thips, on one of the forecoine days
could have pufbed up beyond the ferry, and prevented that v'aﬂt
tranfportation ; or, they could not; becaufe, 1 fuppofe, that the'
batteries on the two fhores, and on Governor’s Ifland, rendered’
it impracticable.  But then the general could not but know this,
And the public might have expected that he would have prefled the
encmy fo much the more, and given them no time t., efcape firom’
him at lqnd; fince ke knew he could not intercept their paﬂaw}; at fc;n'
The nuation furely need not repent the having put this gemhleman a;:‘

the head of an American eftablithment for fifty four thoufand'

~

~

<

-~

Aroops, attended with ninety fix thips of war,

Obfirs



Operations at Frog’s Neck and White Plains.

Obfervations on Sir William Howe’s own account of bis Condul? at
Frog’s Neck and White Plains, asrelated in the Gazette of December
3oth, 1746.

IR William Howe having called for papers for the fatisfaltion
of the public, and thereby invited us to read them, I have pe-
rufed his letter of Nov. 3oth 1976, and Lord Howe’s of the 23d,
and here offer what has occurred on the occafion. The obferva-
tions are confined folely to the general’s and admiral’s own accounts.
‘It is currently told, that when Gen. Heifter was upbraided with
the lofs of the Heflian brigade at Trenton, and atked, How ke
came to truftitto fuch a drunken fellow as Rhall ? the reply made
was, Sir if you avill tell me, 1why you avenld not make an end of the avar
at the li viie plains, Isvill iben give you an anfrver. The hearing of this
ftory led me to read over the general’s own account of this affair.
It fets out with telling us * The very ftrong pofitions the enemy
¢ had taken on New York ifland, determined me to get upon their
¢ principal communication with Con=eéticut, with a view of forc-
¢ ing them-to quit the firong holds in the neighbourhood of King’s
“ bridge, and if pofible to bring them to an a&ion.” The map,
or any inhabitant of New York will inform the reader, that the
principal road of communication between King’s bridge and Con-
necticut is through New Rochelle: that the whole tra& of land
fouth and fouthweft of Rochelle forms a peninfula, fhut up on
three fides by the North river and an arm of the fea called the Eaft
river : that there were only two roads by which the rebels at
King’s bridge could efcape out of this peninfula; the one due
north towards Canada, and the other north eaft through Rochelle
towards Conneéticut : that White plains lies out of this peninfula,
a few miles to the northward ; and that Frog’s neck is a point of
Jand, at the bottom of this peninfula, forming the fouth eaft cor-
ner of it.

Every one muft underftand by the general’s own expreflions,
that he meant to avail himfelf of the benefit of the fleet, to land at
the back of the rebels upon the Conneéticut road, and attack them
without delay. This was a wife and jult meafure, and fo obvious

Defcriptior
of Frog’s
neck.

an one, that many people wondered he did not purfue it above a -

month before, when the army lay at Newtown on Long Ifland.
Froin thence he might have avoided the dangerous navigation of
Hellgate ; and by landing at Rochelle, and taking poft batween
that and the North river, have thut up the whole rcbel army.

To a common undcrftanding two things feemed necefiary ; the
firft was landing as near as poflible to the road of communication ;
.the other was the marching directly up to it, and cutting off; the
enemy’s retreat ; or, if they 4:d move, attacking them immedmt.e-
1y betore they had time to entrench.  But the general thought dif-

ferently on each of thefe heads. Inftead of landing at Rochelle or Capital
clofe toit, at Myer’s ncck, where the fecond divifion of Heffians blunder.

afterwards #id land ; and where the ariny would have been #pon the
principal road of communication; and in three bours march might
have poffefled themfelves of the pofts on the Brunx and White
plains, before the enemy could have got thither ;—he chofe for his
landing place, a point that runls) fartheft fouth eaft into the fea a
an
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and is the fingle point upon the whole coaft, which was the moft
remote from the road of communication he was to cut off. Ase-
ven at this remoteft place, the army had only 10 or 12 .miles march,
either to the enemy at King’s bridge, or to the principal commu-
nication at Rochelle, we might have hoped that he would imme-
diately have procceded to altion : We had the more reafon to ex-
pect that nothing would have detained him, becaufe he tells us,
that be had made all previous arrasgements before be fet out 3 and yet
no fooner is he landed, than he judges it neceflary to ftand fill fix
days, waiting, he fayvs, for ftores and provifions,.—With his bro-
ther attending him, and a fleet of tranfports able to carry 10 months
provifions, and all /s previous arrangements, heis afraid of his army
ftarving in fix days.

It there was any intention to intercept the enemy, the general
ought to explain how this motion tended to furthe.r it ; othgrwxfc
the reader’s own plain fenfe might lead him to think, that it was
the only vifible way to frufirate it. Had he after having fent a part
of the flcet up the North river, landed his army at Rochelle, and
poflefled himfelf of the two roads between the North and Eaft ri-
vers, he would have fhut up the rebel army in the peninfula of
New York, and obliged them cither to lay down their arms, or to
fight him upon what difadvantageous terms he pleafed.—But this
would have been the ftroke of a mafter, and might have put an end
to the rcbellion.

Inftead of landing to the northward and fhutting them up, he
chofe to land at the fartheit point of ground to the fouthward,
which let them efcape. It does not appear how this movement of
the generals could be of fervice to the royal army ; but it manifeft-
ly anfwered two very material purpotes to the rebels ; it difcovered
o them the goneral’s defign, and gave them fix days leifure to pro-
vide againtt it.  Accordingly they took the warning ; and as his
own letter tells us, formed a chain of entrenched camps behind the
Brunx ; and {znt forward a detached corps to mark out and entrench
a firong camp on White plains, as a fecure place for them to re-
treat to.

But when a delay of fiv fuch important days is afcribed to the
waiting for provifions, it is impoffible not to afk ourfelves, on what
it was the troops fubfifted, 6ll this their grand ftock arrived?
Doubtlefs on the provifions they brought «vith them. And would not
thefe have fed them upon a march of ten miles to Rochelle, and
eight more to the Brunx and White plains, as well as during near
a week’s refidence in this new-acquired peninfula ? The troops em-
barked on Friday night, landed at nine on Saturday morning on
Fio % neck, and left it next Friday noon. Had the Duke of Marl-
borough communded, after paffing the Eaft river he would havs
pofted himfeif on the enemy’s communication, or attacked them,
m fix by, .x_vhxlepur modern general keeps his army in ina&ion
Six days, walting for provifions, which furely could have been
brought him to Myer’s neck or Rochelle, juit as eafily as to Frog’s
neck. In 1708 Marlborough marched an army of 180 fquadrons
and 112 battalions, 1§ miles, two nights fucceflively, in a clofe
c;)luthry, levelled the rc:ads, crofled the Dender, threw bridges over
the Scheld, and at 4 o’clock afternoon, without a moment’s delay,

attacked
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attacked the French in a ftrong country, full of enclofures, defiles,

and morafies, and that very evening won the battle of Oudenard.

The progrefs of modern warriors is more deliberate : when Gen.

Howe, being determined ‘to force the enemy from their {trong holds,

and, 7f pofible, bring them to ation, had crofled the Eait river and

landed at Frog’s neck, he fpent nine days in going the firft ten Rows and
miles to Rochelle, and feven more in going the other eicht miles Marehes 28,
to White plains. After ths nine days various haltings till the ene- g;:l:s i
my fhould move off and fecure their retreat, our army encamped

the 21ft O&tober near Rochelle, and from thence marched the re-

maining eight miles by the 28th, but the general not chufing to at-

tack the enemy that day, made a difpofition to do it three days af-

ter on the 31ft, but then the night and morning proving wet, the

general informs us the attack avas pofiponed,

What were the difadvauntages attending rain is not mentioned,
but there were fome manifeit advantages ; the royal troops had
bayonets ; the rebel rifle zaen could not have them; and many of
the others, it is faid, were without them. In the attack of en-
trenchments, the lefs the affailants depend on their fire, and the
quicker they march up, the better. Yet we have twice feen the
Americans fuffered to go off unattacked upon account of rains,
which muft always dump the fire of the defenders ; and in the latt
inftance, the rain by wetting their cartridges, rendered them ineapa-
ble of making any fire at all,  From the 28th Oftober to the nighe
of the 1t November, the rebels feem to have prefumed on the gene-
ral’s long {ufferance, and then at laft recollelting themiclves, they
abandoned their entrenchiments.  On this the general’s letter ob-
ferves with the ufual triumph ; ¢ we immediately took polieflion of
¢ them, and the Heflian grenadiers remained upon the ground.”
Thus a modern general, inftead of preventing the enemy moving
off by the quicknefs of his motions, rather warns them by the flow-
nefs of them ; and a profefled determination of bringing an enemy
to action, nov means, the deliberately moving up to them, and then
ftanding ftill as mauny days as they think fit, till they fhall be dif-
pofed to move off withoxt fighting. Our camp October 21t was
within eight miles of the en»mny, and the rebels moved off aware
tackd the night of the 1ft of November, though the general has
told us twice in- his letter that he was deterinined to bring the ene-
my, if poffible, to action.

On the 28¢h,” he tells us, * the enemy’s advanced parties were planks the
¢ driven back to their works; that Col. Rhall with a brigade of c.iemy and
¢ Heflians had feized a height on the other fide of the Brunx, from ttops.

¢ whence their right flank might be galled : that the gth, 28th,

¢ ssth, and 49th regiments, followed by the Heflian grenadiers,
¢ after crofling the Brunx under the fire of the enemy, had attack-

¢ ed and beaten them from another height; that this mate-

“¢ rial poft-being gained, the Heifian grenadiers were ordered for-

¢¢ ward upon the heights within cannon fhot of the entrenchments,’*

After gaining thefe magerial pofts, fo advantageous for attacking

them in flank and turning their line, we might have thoughe it im-

poflible 7ot to bring on an adtion : but inftead of immediately at-

tacking them, he conteuts himfelf with ftanding ftill, as if waiting

Tor.them to attack him, Adfter a part of vur army had forced the,
D: pafiage

-
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paffage of the river and had gained the beights on the enemy’s
flank, inftcad of our hearing that the reft of the army was ordered
to pafs and improve thefe advantages, the general’s letter calmly
tells us, that ¢ the right and centre of the army did not remove Srom
“ their ground ; that in this pafition the tronps lay upon their arms Yhat
“ aighty, and avith wery little alteration encamped next day.”” Muft
there not have been fome Zttle alteration in the general’s countes
nance at leaft while he was writing this, Could he think it poifis
ble for us not to atk, To what purpofe was it that the troops had
forced the paflage of the Brunx, routed a part of the rebel army,-
and gained thefe advantageous pofts, if the army were to fit ftill
and do nothing when they came there ? The friend of his countryy
who now fees a French war brought upon us by the not finithing
the American, muft {urely feel a deep concern on fo mortifying an
occafion. . =

As the general’s letter acknowledges that on the oth of Oftober,
it wwas dangerous for the rebels to remaiu in their then pofition,
was it not equally dangerous on the 28th, when the royal army
was rather #ronger than on the 3oth, and the rebel camp was con«
feflcdly much weaker. Yet on that very 28th, when the terror of
fecing their outpofts routed and driven in, and of feeing their right
flank expofed, was frefh upon their minds, the general far from in-
tending to bring them to action, ordered away fix of his regiments,
as if he thought himfelf f00 firong ; and then the next morning,
obferving the enemy had improved the day’s refpite he had given
them, in ftrengthening their camp, refolved to give them two days
more, while he fent for the fourth brigade, and two battalions of
the fixth from New York, as if he was now #e0 aveak ; and even
after waiting two days for their arrival, made no ufe of them when
they were come; but chofe to allow the rebels one or two days
more to fee their danger and efcape.

Upon the whole, examples might perhaps be found of an enemy
efcaping by a delay of a few hours, or a fingle night ; but it will be
difficult to pointout an initance in hiftory of a commander’s own-
ing, thatit was judged expedient to march wp to the enemy, and endea-
wour, if poffible, to bring them to afion, and profcfling himfelf deter-
mined fo to do; and then keeping his army inaffive for feveral
days together, within cannon fhot of the enemy, when he himfelf
tells us, that the flate of the two armies was fuch, as to make it
dangerous for the enemy to ftay where they were, and much more
prudent for them to move off.

The foregoing remarks have been confined folely to the general’s
own account, as it ftands in the gazette.

Nothing can be more furprizing than the general’s chufing to di-
vide his fhort voyage of 20 miles into two, and landing half-way
at Frog’s neck, as if it were merely to tell the enemy where he was

oing, and then remaining fix days there, as if in order to give
them time to fortify the proper pofts, and fecure their retreat. No
reafon has ever been given for his going there, tho’ fome of his fa-
voured officers have attempted an apology for his ftay there. The
general, fay they, was mis-informed ;—not furely in the pofitiom
of Frog’s neck!” No one could inform him, that the way to cut
off the retreat of the rebels to the nortbward, and thereby bring’

them
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them to aftion, was to land his army at the moft extreme point Apologies
to the fouthward of them. But the general was mis-informed a- rather
bout the nature of the ground at Frog’s neck, and did not know charges a-
but he could have marched his army out it.—The general him- g2inft him
felf has not hinted at any difappointment of that fort ; and per-

haps he may not thank his friends for bringing a charoe, rather

than an apology.  Did ever any general chufe for his landing place,

a detached part of a coaft, without having irlt fully informed him-

felf whether it was an ifland or not 7 Did ever general difembark

his army upon a point of land, whafe very name fpoke it to bea
peninfula at leaft, without knowinz whether there was a way out

of it or not? Did ever general put his army upon a march, with-

‘out enquiring whether he had not a morafs or river in his way ?

yet thefe are the reafons which have been aflicned for his ftay there.

Reafons, which recoil with double force, againit his ever having

gone there. )

A captain of rangers mzking new difcoveries in the inland forefts
of America, might come to a river cr fivamp he was not aware of ;
~—but the chufing a route for aroyal army, in a well inhabited
country, only 1o miles diftant from the capital, without informing
himfelf of what every native of New York could have told him, is
a cafe perfectly new, and not eafily to be accounted for. Had this
been a fudden refolution, taken up on foire unexpedted emergency,
that might have been fome alleviation to our concern ; but it was
a meafure which had already been a fubjctt of tx weeks delibe-
ration; and had he {tudied fix months longer, he could not have
found out a fpot more improper. :

The general himfelf fpeaks of Frog’s neck as a place well known,

and needing no explanation. The admiral calls it a peninfula,
A former gazette of the 21{t of December deferibes it as an ifland.
The proprietors of the lands and mills at the outlet, one at leaff of
avbom vas then wwith the general 'at Neww 1ok, could have told him,
that for all the purpoies of marching an army it was really an
ifland; the only outlet being over an artificial caufeway of wooden
logs, laid in the marfh, the breadth of a fingle wacgon, and a
bridge over a gut or arm of the fea, made of the fame materials.
It is hardly neceflary to apprife the reader, {rom the former ga-
zette, that the rebels had taken up this bridge and caufeway ; for
there was but vze man, 1 {uppofe, in New Yurk, who would not
have expefted it. *

After having feveral of his men fhot from the higher grounds in Ridiculow
their march along this neck, the army found a river or creck be- fituation
fore them, and an enemy behind a breaft work on the other fide of Frog’s nec
it. Here the general found himfelf at a {tand ; hecould not go on ;
and this therefore like his other furwvard movements, cnded only in
2 backward vetirement,

During the fix preceding weeks, the troops from their camp in
Long Ifland, might have had the fhorteft and moft commodious
paffage from Whitc’s town to Rochelle ; but the gencral now per-
ceived, as the refult of his long deliberation, that inftead of his
getting upon the enemies road of communication, they had got
upon his ; that a fmall part of theirs, had fhut up the whole of his
army ; and that he' had choferr a pofition, which fo far from ena-

bling
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bling him to bring the enemy to a&tion, had tied himfelf up, and
rendered him utterly unable to act at all.

The army was attended by the king’s fhips and a fleet of flat
boats, in a manner that never army was before, and therefore could
not be loft ; but without that refource, they muft probably have
been reduced to the necetlity of ftarving, or furrendering to a hand-
ful of rebels that fhut them up.

The two known requifites to the fuccefs of every military enter-
terprize, are fecrecy and expedition. Secrecy the general had gi-
ven up, by thus flopping half way ; but his and every other con-
fideration fhould have prompted him to expedition. The fleet of
boats which had rowed him the firit half of this way, lay ready to
carry him the other half. As the extent of this his territory, was but
three or four miles over ; we might have hoped that ewery pars of
it could have been rcconnoitered in as many hours ; and that find-
ing he could not go on, he would have extricated himfelf and army
from a fituation equally ridiculous and mortifying. The general
however, chofe to aét otherwife ; and inftead of inftantly embark-
ing again, and rowing the next tide to Rochelle, he kept the
king’s troops for fix days in this ftate of humiliation, as if 1t were
only to make them the laughing ftock of the Americans ;—Who
both friends andrfoes, all atked, the one with indignation, and the
other with triumph, How THEY EVER CAME THERE ?

Letter from New York, December 1oth, 1777.

F you was in this town, vou would be furprized to find the
Howes fo unpopular ; they have been fo here all this campaign.
The total lofs of Gen. Burgoyne’s army car only be imputed to
them. To poflefs the lakes and the North river, and by that
means to feparate the northern and fouthern colonies, feems to have
been the expectation of the Kiny, DMinittry, Parliament, and the
nation. Had Gen. Howe gone up the North river, inttead of act-
ing to the fouthward, that line of feparation would have been
formed in July; Gen. Burgoync’s army would bave been faved,
and both armics, conjunétly or feparately, might have acted againft
New England, which would have been ftriking at the heart of the
rebellion.  Before winter, Connecticut might have been conquer-
ed, or at lealt deftroyed, and then the rebel inhabitants muit have
talen fhelter in the provinces of Maffachufets Bay and New
Hampfhire, and there they muit all have ftarved or fubmitted in
the fpace of a few months, as thofe provinces never yet maintained
their own inhabitants.  All this might have been done ; admitting,
however improbable, that Wathington had forced our pofts on the
North river, and pafled it, which is not likely he could do, not
{xgwmg boats, and having both our armies and fhipping oppofed to
him,

Suppofing therefore, as the moft probable cafe, that he could
not pafs the North river, he muft either remain a’ tame fpeGator
of the cenquett of New England, or attack Staten Ifland ; for New
.l‘ork .}ie conld not approach without paffing the North River.
That ifland might ealily have been defended, as very ftrong poli-

tons
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tions may be taken on it, it is greatly prote&ted by the fhipping,
and the pofts there could eafily be reinforced and fupported. Be-
fides, Wathington, in attempting the North river, might, in the
courfe of the campaign, have given Gen. Howe an opportunity of
attacking him with fuccefs. Gen. Howe might then have either
conquered or deftroyed Connecticut,and then the reft of the northern
rebel colonies, muft either have ftarved or fued for pardon. The
conqueft of the fouthern provinces, would the enfuing year, have
followed of courfe. Now all the bufinefs is to bezin over again on
our part, ugder infinite difadvantages, the defeat and capture of
Gen. Burgoyne’s army having raifed the infolence of the rebels to
the higheft pitch, and they now boaft that they are invipcible.

In taét General Howe’s round about voyage to Philadelphia,
and twning his back on the very place where he ought to
have ated, has done more to ftrengthen the rebellion than all
the committees and congrefles among the rebels, and their con-
federates at home. General Howe in his retreat from the Jerfeys,
in his embarkation, in his ftay on board the tranfports before he
failed, in his voyage to the mouth of the Deleware, where he play-
ed at bo-peep with the rebels, and, in his circumbendibus to Chefa-
peak bay, expended near three months of the fineft time of the
campaign ; and all this to go out of his way, to defert his real bu-
finefs, and to leave Burgoyne, with 6coo regulars, to fall a facrifice.
There never was a campaign {o injudicioufly conduéted. By going
up Chefeapeak, and marching to the Delaware, he was under the
neceflity of fending his ftore-thips and tranfports round again to the
Delaware, to meet him, and there the troops. were nearly ftarved,
as well as the inhabitants that remained in Philadelphia ; the rebel
craft and frigates, under the protection of Mud Iiland and Red
Bank, cutting off his communication, by water, with the fleet, for
more than two months. .

In fhort, except the mere matter of fighting, and his victories
have never yet amounted to any thing, the rebels taking poft on the
next hill, and defying him, all his campaigns exhibit only a fuc-
ceflion of blunders. He defeated Wathington at Brandywine, but
was himfelf furprized at German town, during a thick fog, and the
confequences might have been fatal, had not Licut. Col. Mufgrave,
with fix companies of the 4oth regiment, made a furprifing ftand
in a ftone-houfc; this gave time for our line to advance and repulfe
the enemy. Fifty-two men lay round the houfe, four of them on
the fteps of the door. The rebels had time to bring five pieces of
cannon againft it, but fortunately for us, it was cannon proof,
none of the fhot entering but at the windows. After this, the
Heffians were repulfed in an attack on Red Bank, with 22 officers,
and 371 men, killed and wounded. The gallant Col. Donop, the
beft officer of the Heifians was mortally wounded; two Heffian
grenadiers, attempting to carry him off, were fhot dead nnder him,
and he was left by his own defire.  He died about eight days after,
on the 2gth of Oftober, and was interred by the rebels, with mili-
tary honours.

Let Gen. Howe’s fuccefles on the Delaware be ever fo great, they
will never fufficiently apologize for the defertion of our army from
Cuanada, by his going to the fouthward, and f{pending almolft 1:t
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whole campaign at fea, and within fight of the fteeples of Philadel-
phia. s infignificantly fhrugging vp his fiioulders, when he
heard of Gen. Burgoynu’s difufter, and faying, with an air of in-
itfer'nce, ¢ VVeli, it will cnly make the war laft another cam-
paign,” will not be confidered by his {upetiors, and the nation, as
a proper vindication of his own conduét.
Clinton’s Gen. Clinton made a weuk ciiort to 4/t Gen. Burzoyne by go-
weak effurt. ing up the North river, hat too Lite to te oi any {érvice. He and
his friends indeed foy, that his not 7oing focuer wus vant of leave
from Gen. Howe s that he fint to the Delaware three times for
leave to make a pufh up the TTorch river: that Gen. Ilowe’s anfiver
to the firtt requeft was, ¢ To mind his fermer orders ;* to the fe-
cond, that ¢ he would think «f it;” t) thc third, that ¢ the
wrial minbt be made, but by thouehr it weald b2 of no Tervice,”
The £t 1s, be mizht have gone up the river a m-iith fooner than
he did, without the purade uf nding three tires to Pennfvivania ;
but that time was fpent in going with three feparate perties into the
Jerfeys a cuttle-hunting.  In the catele exploits he nsver thought
of fenling for leave.

The njudicious condu& of Gen. Tryon, formerly Cev. Tryon,
has been of infinite prejulice to the caufe of the mother country.
On the firft arrival of the army here, he followed the army where-
i?é";flc‘_":: ver it_ marched, adminif”terinp" vaths of ailegiance to the inhabitants,

27O Thefe oaths were readily tuken; and from the gazettes we find,
that the governor did not lofz fuch a favouruble opportonity of
pufing oft his affiduicr,  As the army did not remain long in one
place, the rebels again took pofictlion, and barbaroufly murdered
feveral of Gov. Tryoa’s converts, forced others to join the rebel
army, and plundered the efieéts of all who refufed. This, has in
a great meafure, diterred even the moft loyal fubjelts from taking
the oaths till they {ind they e to be proteted.

In Gen. Clinton’s excurfion up the Worth river, near a thoufand
fout fellows came to claira the benefit of the proclaimation, and
propofed to enlift in the new corps ; but Gen. Tryon, whe never
let {lip any opportunity of appearing confequential, immediately
affembled them together, proncunced a pompous fpe=ch to them,
and tendered the oaih to them with much formality.” The country
folks took the oath with great pleafuve, and then having got their
protections in their pockets, thev thought it beft to return home to
their own habitations, till his Majeity’s troops had conquered the
rebels. In this manner, were fo many able-bodied recruits loft.
Gen. Tryon takes another methiod to convert the rebels ; he fends
out oflicers with flags of trice, loadsd with fcrmons, to diitribute
among them.  The Chict Prictt of the Mooriields tabernacle could
do no more. ith thefe fermons the rebels light their tebacco-pipes,
or expend them in other neceflary ufes,

Our troops It 1s umivertully felt, that our native troops are far fuperior to
?\!p‘e‘nor to any other for the war ¢airied on here. The foreign troops may be
eregners as good as ther in Germany, but they are not fo here.  This may
eatily be accounted for on the principies of human nature ;- our
men, in fighting for their country, feel an iniereft which cannot be
fuppoted to poticls or adtuate foreign troops ; and on that account
they attack with more alacrity, and refft with more firmnefs. It

has
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Y been the policy of the rebels, always when opportunity offers
ed, to attack the foreigners in preference to the Britith ; as on them
they found, by experience, they could more readily make an im-
preflion. This was ftrongly verified in Gen. Burgoyne’s diffcrent
engagements. The Heflian grenadiers aré noble troops, and form
an exception to thefe obfervations in fome degree. For the reafons
above given, we do not wifh for any more foreign troops in this
tountry, unlefs it fhould be thought proper to fend out Hanoveri-
ans ; who as they would fight for their own Prince, may naturally
be fuppofed to feel a ftronger intereft than thofe who are only influ-
enced by pay and military renown.

But if Howe is to wafte the national ftrength in campaigning, to
no manner of purpofe, on the Delaware, the Engliflhi nation had
better give up the point at once, than facrifice fo many thoufands
of brave men, merely to pamper his folly. Such a man as Lord
Percy, who would have followed the true intereft of his country,
without jealoufy or envy, would have done more laft June and
July, by going up the North river, than Gen. Howe has done in
three campaigns, or is likely to do in three more, unlefs he is bet-
ter inflructed or changes his plan of operations. Next campaign,

Howe, if he thould flill command here, and fhould be fo obitinate
as to continue on the Delaware and its environss will draw out the
war till the Englifh are wearied out.

Evén fhould he be vidtoious in that quarter, his vitories will Northris
not be of any fervice, as Wafhington can always be fupported both and lake
from the northern and from the {fouthern colonies. It is prefenting “:“ key «
himfelf to the rebels, where they are moft impregnable; and mericd
where they can concentre all their forces and all their refources, and
where viCory itfelf can bring no other advantage with jt to him,
but pofleflion of the field of battle. No line of feparation between
the fouthern and northern rebels can be formed from the Delaware,

‘The North river, and the lakes George and Champlain, form the
key of America. If Gen:. Howe went to the Delaware out of ig-
horanhce, he s unfit for the command ; if he went out of 2ny other frowe,
motive, he is uaworthy of it. If he is continved here, he will fic or
either remain on the Delaware, expending the blood and treafure woithy
of the nation to no purpofe, or* he will move to the northward, commés
Yeaving a garrifon in it, and not lefs than 10,000 will proteét it ;
or he will abandon it altogether, which is hardly to be expeéted,
as that would be confefling in the ftrongeft manner, the futility of
his former operations. By this you fee, he has only a choice of
difficulties, 1f he fupports his great conqueft of Philadelphia, or
difgrace if he deferts it. In deferting the northern army, he has
inextricably ruined himfelf, he has no choice left but torefign ; and his
charalter as a great ofticer, is gone for ever. Befides, in a fortnighe
from this, it is probable he will be frozen up for two months ; fo
that we are not likely to hear any thing of him, or the army under
his command, till the month of March next year. The Delaware,
generally freezes about the beginning of the year, and the ice,
for the moft part, renders the navigation impracticable, or very
dangerous, till fome time in March. The people here have no
hepss from our prefent comma%ders ; they have been ﬁn‘ﬁcne‘n:lI’y
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tried ; the only expetation left us is, that better men next cam.
paign will purfue better meafures.

Letter from New York, December 16t%, 1777,

T is an unanimous fentiment here, that our misfortunes this
campaign have arifen, not fo much from the genius and valour
of the rebels, as from the mifconduct of a certain perfon. Our
commander in chief {eems not to have known, or to have forgotten
that there was fuch a thing as the North river; and that Gen.
Burgoyne, with his fmall army, would want fupport in his attempt
to penetrate to Albany ; as the inhabitants of that country were the
mott rugged and hardy, and the beft accuftomed to arms, of any of
the northern rebels. If Gen. Howe had been {o happy for him-
felf and his country as to have moved up the North river, inftead
of going to fea in the middle of the campaign, all America could
not have prevented the junétion of qur two armies; and that of
Gen. Burgoyne’s would have been faved ; and a ftrong line of
communication from St. Lawrence to New York would have been
formed by the lakes and poflts on the North River, dividing the
northern from the fouthern provinces. Had this been done, the
rebellion would have been half over, even without a battle. But
fome people feem never to have looked at the map of America ; or,
if they did, they have proved to us, they did not underftand it.
Since Philadelphia was taken, Gen. Howe has never been able to
get out of fight of it ; and the whole campaign appears to have
been fpent in taking that fingle town, which if we keep, will coft
us an army to defend. In truth, meerly through mifcondud&,
inftead of our expected fuccefles, we have met with nothing but
misfortune and difgrace. The deferting Burgoyne has loft us
10,000 men and upwards, in regular troops, Canadians, and In.
dians, and in loyal fubjets adjoininz to Albany and the lakes ;
and the glorious acquifition of Philadelpbia will coft us a garrifon
of 10,000 more, unlefs Gen. Howe while this rebellion lafts,
means to protect that darling conqueft with his whole army.
Whereas, if the communication had been formed by fecuring the,
North river and the lakes, the operaiions of our army to the north
ward would have covered New Yurk, Long Ifiand, and Rhode
Hland, which would have enabled Gen. Howe to take the field
with at leaft 10,000 men more than he has been able to do in Penn-
fylvania. In that cafe he would only have had the northern rebels
to contend with ; for Wathington could not have paflcd the North
river while the caftern banks were defended by our pofts, and the
whole river occupied by our armed fhips, floating batteries, gun
boats, and other cratt. Then the taking of Connecticut, a fmall
but fertile colony, and the ftorehoufe of New England, would have
eniyred the conqueft of the northern col inies. They muft have
thrown dov{q t.hc1r arms, or ftarved ; for I cannot fuppofe, that z_
body of militia could have difeated an Englifh regular army, a-
mounting at leaft to thirty thoufand men, and as well appointed in
every refpect, as any army that ever took the field ; and the mea

of that army roufed to the higheft pitch of enthufiaim in the caufe
of
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of Old England, and infpired with indignation againft the rebels,

for their multiplied adts of treachery and barbaritv.  But the fpirie,

the vigour, and the lives of many of our brave tcllows in the main The reverf
army, have been loft by purfuing the molt ill advifed meafures, on the De
the carrying on the war from the Chefapeak bay and Philadelphia, laware.
places in which the rebels can bring their whole force againit us,

and where all the advantages we may gain, can avail us nothing

farther than keeping potiefion of the ground on which our army
eccamps.  In fact, there 1 vot a common foldier in the army but

knows, that deferting the North river loft Burgoyne and his army;

that Lis being fought down has given the rebels a tenfold confi-

dence, and thrown a gloom over the afpet of our affairs in
America.

The errors of the laft campaign are now confidered as trifles,
having betore our eves the grofs and mortfyirg blunders of the
prefent.  We anticipate here the affonifbment and depreflion, the Deprefion
clamorous lamentations, the bitter complaints, and the general in- at home.
dignation, that will fucceffively arife at home ; but we repofe the
greateft confidence in the fteadinefs of the miniftry, and in the vi-
gour and abiiitics of the noble lord at the h-ud of the American de-
partment. I have not time, und belide it would be tedious, to mca-
tion ail our expcétations, I fhall only fay, that ull reinforce-
ments are fent us, our operations in this country are likely to be
for the moft part defenfive ; and the fuccels of our future mcafures
will greatly depend on the military gerius who 1s to condut us
next campaign. Our lofles this campuizn will greatly animate op-
pofition and the rebel partizans in Engiand ; and we expect to fee
little elfe in the London prints, than croakings of the downtal of
Ercland, and the triumph of America. It would not be an unad-
vifeable meafure to fuipend the bakeas corpus act, with refpect to
trealons committed in England ; that would go a great way towards
unjting you ar home.

Gen. Burgoyne, with the wreck of his finall army, has been Rebels wi
fome time near Bofton, between Charleftown neck and Cumbridge. detain Bui
Our tranfports are now at Rhode Itland with an intent to take geyne.
them on board. I fincerely with them all embuarked, for I am
much afraid the rebels will make ufe of fome fubterfuge to detain
them.

The more one refle@s on the manner this campaign has been con-
duéted, the more one is aftonifhed. If the intention is to conquer
a country, there is an abfolute neceflity for occupying the principal
pafles ; more efpecially if that country is extenfive, and the in-
habitants numerous. Ia doing this, you divide the forces and re-
fources cf the enemy, and, as I have already remarked, you may
beat them in detail. Now the grand pafs in Britifh America is
the North river, and the lakes George and Champlain, which muit
be pofiefied if there is a ferious intention to bring this rebellion to
a fpeedy conclufion. But if you would rather have a ten years.
war, and a hundred millions additional debt, then you mav conti-
nuc to induige Gen, Howe, or any other general, who may fuc-
ceed him, in amufing himfelf and the army with a fea vovage in
the middle of the campaign, a~d in leaving whatever armies vou
may fend via Canadi, to be Jg‘wallowcd up by the New Englund
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men. It is not any apology to the nation, in Gen, Howe and his
friends faying, that Burgoyne thought himfelf ftrong enough ; his
duty, it he underftood any thing of his profeffion, was to be on the
North river, and not to fpend the campaign and wafte his own
. army, in a part of the country where even his victories are ufelefs,
Muft bring Jf any thing effeftive is intended next campaign, the war muft be
e Ki‘ngn brought back to the North river. ~After occupying that with thip-
fiver ping and fmall craft, and poflefiing fome of the ftrongeft pofts on
its banks with troops, you may then carry your whole force into
New England, which would not refift a vigorous campaign, or al-
lowing it did, however improbable, the reduftion of Connelticut
would ftarve the reft of that country into fubmiffion ; you then
have only the fouthern colonics to fubdue: they would not make
a defperate refiftance after the conqueft of their northern friends.
If Gen. Howe intends to keep Philadelphia, which has coft him
a whole campaign, and the nation 14,000 men, including Bur<
goyne’s army, and the killed and wounded, fick and dead of his
own army, he muft cither remain near it himfelf, or leave a
fmall army to defend it.  If he remains near it, I cannot compre-
hend how America is to be conquered ; nor can I conjecture how
he is to march forward, as Wafhingten is only twelve miles from
him, fo ftrongly potted that he does not chufe to attack him. It
is true he may, by crofiing the Delaware on his right, return a.
gain to the Jerfeys ; or on his left, ke may pafs into Maryland ; but
in either of thefe provinces, after having patroled the country,
with Wafhington at his heels, he will do no good without coming
to a battle and gaining a decifive viltory, unlefs he thould chufe
to {urprize the wholc world again by another fea trip. Whichever
of theic methods he follows, an army muft be left at Philadelphia,
{o that our conqueit becomes a burthen; for the troops required to
garrifon that fingle town, would have fupported the communication
on the North river, which would have difunited the rebels, and
gone a great way to quell the rebellion.  You fee I do not prefume
to think he will abandon Philadelphia ; as that might fubje& him
to be afked, why he fpent fo much time, men, and money to
take it ¥
_ Famary 1f, 1748, 1 fuppofe that Lord Howe has arrived at
Rhode Ifland by this time. He has failed to that quarter, on pur-
pofe to expedite it he can, the embarkation of Gen. Burgoyne’s
troops. I am much afraid the rcbels will invent fome fchems to
detam them altogether,  Our gallant commander has expended at
leaft 14,000 men this campaign; and to confole us for the lofs,
has had the honour of appointing Mr, Galloway, formerly one
of the rebel Congrefs, fole fuperintendant of the port of Philadel..
phia.  Perhaps fuch a grand ftroke, and the pleafure of reading his’
letters, minutely difplaying his retreat through the Jerfeys, which
Refenement made our brave fellows almoft gnaw their own flefh out of rage
of army on may alfo confole you, By God, had you feen our common men:
ﬁ%‘x&r " w?wn'tl?ey fjc?med them over to State:.l Iftand, they would have
ftruck you with fuch a complicated pi¢ture of mortification and
refentment, as would have left a lafting impreffion.
It took the nation till the third year of this rebellion, to place 4

bady of troops in this country fufhigicqt to conquer it; the intent of
¥
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Tending Burgoyne to Canada, was for no other end than to_pene-
trate by way of the lakes, while Gen. Howe went up the North
river ; yet the moment this is brought within our view, Howe, as
if atraid of joining Burgoyne, turns tail, goes to fea, and deferts
the very bufinefs upon which the whole nation was intent. There
is a general diffatisfaction here and at Philadelphia. All the terrie
tory we poflefs in Pennfylvania,, is the point of land formed by
the confluence of the Delaware and the Schuylkill, meafuring near-
1y five miles in length, by two in breadth. The town itfelf is in-
cluded. This, and the ground on which our army encamps, are
the fum of our conqueils this year.

You will obferve, that your humble fervant does not defpair of
the Commonwealth. Indeced, whining and defpondence are incx-
cufeable, when the times demand firmnefs and vigour. In defiance
of ill conduét and the times, were you to fee us fometimes you
would laugh heartily ; in our barrack the army lift is produced,
more than once a day, to conjeture upon a commander in chief ;
for we no longer look for one in America, fince Burgoyne is in the
kands of the enemy,

Letter from NEw York, My 5th, 1778.

ENERAL Clinton failed for Philadelphia the firft of this
month to fucceed Gen. Howe in the command of our army.

Our fituation is fuch at Philadelphia, that we ought not think of any
decifive allion in that quarter. Gen. Clinton indeed may very
eafily, and it would be a credit to our arms, march acrofs the Jerfeys
to New York, and re-unite all our forces, in readinefs to alt as the
exigency of our affairs may require ; but if he fhould retire by fea,
it muft give the rebels additional confidence, and be a proof either of
the weaknefs of the army, or the imtecility of our new comman-
der. There never was, fince the exiftence of time, an army more
ardent for battle than ours now in America; they only want to
be led on, to prove that they will conquer or die for their country ;
they think that the conceffions lately made at home to the rebels,
arife from a want of confidence in them, which irritates them ex-
ceedingly. They fay, they have often been prefented to the encmy ;
—have fometimes been permitted to attack them ;—but never have
been led to follow their viftory with effet. They have had a fol-
dier, but not a general. Gen. Howe’s dependants here fay, that
he had his plan of operations from home, and that he was not to

G. Clinte

deviate from the orders fent him. ‘Thefe gentlemen have been ca- 6. How
fily confuted by reading to them the following paragraph of Gen. plans hi
Howe’s own letter, dated June 3d, 1777. ¢ The campaign will own.

** now immediately take place in the Jerfeys; and I fhall proceed
¢ as occurences may arife, according to the plan made known to
¢ your lordfhip in my former difpatches.” ~This extract always
filences them ;—it proves that he formed the plan of the campaign
1777, and only deigned to communicate it to adminiftration. A-

nother circumfitance ought not to be forgot : he complained in the Hiscond
fame letter of the camp equipage not arnving till the 24th of May ; refutes b
#od.his Jetrer would lead ys to congeive it had refarded the opening cxcules.

ot
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of the campaign. After this, the army was marched up to Wath*
inoror’s entrenchments in the jeifeys, and marched back again,
and cmbarked for 'hijadelphia b the romantic navigation of
Chefeprak bay,  The camp equipage was moft certainiv carried on
board the fhips, but it was not lunded with the troops at the head
of the Elke, but fent round by fea to the Delaware, in which river
it remained till the end of the cainpaign. It would appear that the
commander, as his own letter {tates it was relieved from much anxiety
by the arrival of the equipage, but that when it did arrive, he
did not think proper to ufe it for the accommodation of the
troops.

It Gen. Howe bad adted with vigour, and in concert with the
Canada army, all the force of the rebels could not have withftood
them. Intte:d of that he fubdivided our forees, leaving Burgoyae
with 6000 men, to attack a country inhabited by near a miilion of
people; and with 18 or 20,000 men, wenta [ummer voyaze l'.}y
{ea, to land in a country and take 2 town, which bhe never durfi,
or never thought proper to quit for more than one dav’s march.
If all thefe forces had heen properly combined, the rebelbon would
by this time have been over.  Indced there is no military man wha
underflood any thing of hkis bufinefs, but furzfaw inev.tuble de-
frrudtion to the caufe and glory of his country, whenever it was
firft whifpered that the embarked troops were bunad to the fouth-
ward. For fome time at New York we were at a lots tor their def~
tination, as pilots one day were fhipped for the novtnward, and a-
nother day for the fouthward, and all carricd ofTin the flect.  As
foon as their plan tranipired, an univerfal defponderce among the
loyal Americans took place ; men of moderation were flent and
looked ftupificd ; and men of vigour and penctruticn, expretied their
doubts, forrow, contempt, and abhorrence, juit as the circumituan-
ces of things prefented themfclves. If Gen. Hnwe had carried the
war up Hudfon’s river, he would have faved Burgoyne’s army,
crufbed rebellion, and re-eftablithed our tottering empire : for him-
felf he would have gained immortal glory. His grateful country
would have covered him with honours, and our lateft poiterity
would have revered his memory. But unhappily for us, we have
feen in part and are likely to continue to fee, the melancholy re-
verfe of all this.  Yet amidft the diftrefles of our country, one can-
not help lamenting the fate of that man, whofe verv heart murt be
rent, when he reflects on the honour and glory that awaited him,
but have now for ever pafled away.

Letter fron New Yorxk, Mw 17th, 1778.

HE great line of ill conJuct in this quarter, you muft have als
ready felt at home. By the moit injudicious divition of our
forces in America, the caufe of England huas, for the prefent, been
ruined.  With an army futficient for the conquett of this country,
Gen. Howe, inftead of going up the Hudfon, left one third of h's
army to garrifon New York, and with the reft went to Pr.]idere
phia, to perambulate its environs durirg moft part of the camp.ngn,
and then compofedly took up his winter quarters in that town ;
whilft
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whilft Wathington, with not more than 7000 men, ftationed him-

felf at Valley Ferge, only twenty four miles diftant, and was ftill

in the fame polition by the lafi accounts which arrived here only a

day or two ago. Every body in this place, and ut Philadelphia, Blacked up
are in amazement that 7000 raw troops, {peaking comparatively in Phila-
with our own, and thefe raw troops half naked, fhould block up a dclphis.
veteran army double their number.  You have afked me in more

than one lettsr, what were our reafons for going to the fouthward

at the very time that our northern army was approaching the head

of the Hudfon ? This is as incomprehenfible to us as it is to you ;

for we fee by the King’s inflructions to Gen. Burzoyne, and Col.

St. Leger, which we had by the laft fhips from London, that

they were never to lofe fight of a junétion with Geu. Howe, which

of courfe implies, that he was either to favour their approach by
moving up the Hudfon, or by attacking Wafhington in the Jer-

feys early in the fpring, or fummer, at leaft hinder him from detach-

ing any of the continental troops to reinforce the northern rebel mi-

lita. This T aver is evident from the inflru&ions that have lately

been printed in this town. At this critical jun@ture, their two ex-
cellencies go to fea with the whole fleet and grand army, leaving

our northern, or Burgoyne’s army to perifh, for want ot that fup-

port which his Majefty and adminiftration, and the nation had un- -
doubtedly ordered, and expeéted would be given them. The rebels Rebel fay-
. who ¥re not deficient in penetration, laugh, and fay, ¢ Your ge- g

¢ neral, by his movements, made us a prefent of Burgoyne’s ar-

“ my, \and left us alfo a greater one in New York, if we had muf-

¢ tered force enough to take it.” Suppofing that Wafthington had

any genius, God knows, Le kad no occafion to exert it againft us ;

our folly, ighorance, or envy, did every thing for him! It was
impoflible in the whole extent of America, to fix on a more dif-
advantageous fpot than Philadelphia to carry on the war fromn.

That town, as foon as taken, muft have been abanduned, or pro-

tefted by the whole army. Indeed, the going there, and the co-
vering it, kave loft us a campaign, all our northern army, fome
thoufands of our fouthern army, and what is infinitely more to be
regretted, our national honour.

Itis a mercy, afaving grace to the general that vou have recal-
called him ; for he never feemed inclined to abandon his charming
conquett, He and his army, his brother and his fleet, have dore
little elfe for the beft part of eight or nine months, than hover
round it, forming the great Mr, Galloway’s fateilites.  You will
obierve, that the reafons againft carrving on the war from Phila-
delphia were numerous : bv going there, our army was divided ;
New York with an immenfity of King’s ftores, and other valuable
})ropcrty endangered ; our northern army configned to deftruction ;
Philadclphia, a town that could not be kept without an army;
that country juft in the centre of the rebel provinces could be e-
qually fupported by the northern, and fouthern rebels, and of fuch
a nature, that no commanding poft could by taken, either to divide
or over-awe the enemy : the river, a long and dangerous naviga-
tion, full of thoals, and fubje@ to freeze in the winter ; 1o that our
fleet- mutt either remain in the winter blocked up by the iee, or fe-
parate from the army, by mqving off before the cold fet in; uulJ,

L



36

Propriety
of afting on
the North
river,

Charafter
ol L.Howe,

His flern
reply to the
Tgtugees.

Lord Howe's Chavafler, and flern Reply to Refugeess

the rebels in poffeffion of both fhores, could, from theif various haf®
bours, a&t with the grearteft profpect of fuccefs againft our mer«
chant fhips and tranfports, either going up or coming down.

On the contrary, by aéting on the Hudfon; our army remained
in full force ; Gen. Howe could have begun the campaign with at
leaft 6ooo more troops ; his operations to the northward and his
poflefiing the Hudfon, covering all our pofts; he would have cut
the rebel country in two ; againft cither half of which Burgoyne
and he united, might in the enfuing campaign have carried on the
war ; he would have faved Englifhmen from the greateft and moft
mortifying difgrace that ever befel them as a nation, and he him-
{clf would have been the greateft man in our annals=~he would have
acquired immiortal glory. How the voyage to Philadelphia came
to be undertaken, a movement fo contrary to common fenfe, to
the general judgmént of the moft intelligent people here, to the
moft obvious rules of war, and apparently contrary to exprefs in<
ftructions from home, and at the firft glance fo evidently ruinous ta
the caufe of England in America, is a queftion, which; I believe;
their two excellencies only can explain. ‘

Lord Howe certainly came out with the moft complcat idca of
his own weight and importance : it cannot be doubted, that, on his
arrival here, he imagined, that conde{cenfions from him would far
outweigh any exertion of our national ftrength. But we are now
confident he 1s recovered from that idea : he certainly had a great
predilection for the Americans; his brother’s monument in Wefts
minfler Abbey, at the expence of New England, it is fuppofed, led
him to believe, that all America reverenced himfelf, and would gas
ther round him as their fole mediator. But Franklin who had made
a tool of him in England, as well as of many others, foon convincs
ed him of his want of importance. The following circumftance may
give you fome notion of the fituation of the refugees here. You
muit underftand, by refugees, the gentlemen who have been driven
off, on account of their uniform attachment to government; not
your rebels who came in upon proclamation, to regain their eftates
that were in_poffeffion of the King’s army. A number of refugees
long fettled in the fouthern colonics, and mottly Englithmen, wha
had been ftripped of the greateft part of their fortunes, applied to
his lordfhip for letters of marque to cruize againft the rebels ; but
he fternly replied, ¢ Wil you ncver have doue oppreffing thefe poor
¢ peaple 2 avill you never give them an opportunity of feeing their er
¢ ror 2”—This was the anfwer of the King’s admiral to a body of
his Majefty’s loyal fubjects, whom thefe poor people, as his lorde
fhip called them, had treated moft barbaroufly, had baniflied from
their habitations, and fequeftered their eftates, in order to CaIry on
the prefent rebellious war.  This condué, however, could not hold
long ; letters of marque have been fince eranted. I do not give
this as a fecret; it has been long publicly talked of here. The
gentlemen who received fuch a rebutt, you may be {ure, were not
{ilent upon the occafion. His lordfhip’s great error is, in thinking
himfelf equal to every thing. We do not know that he communiz
cates with any perfon but his brother. Their meafures, therefore,
are purely their own. In making him a politician, they have put

-him quite out of his latitude. Yet after ally asa man, he is deferved]

ellseme
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eheemed. His moral charader is unimpeachable in every refpect :
he is quite the contraft to a certain perfon ; and, in the naval line,
he has not a fuperior. The braveft man could not wifh for a more
able, or a more gallant commander.

In fome inftances we have not been remarkable for our good con- Vanity of

dudt in this neighbourhood. Governor, now Gen. Tryon, who is Tryon.
the pink of politenefs, and the quinteffence of vanity, chofe to dif-
tinguifh himfelf by petitioning that the provincials under his com-
mard fhould occupy the out-pofts at King’s bridge; he had his
with for a long time, by which we loft numbers of our beft recruits.
‘The man is gencrous, perfectly good natured, and no doubt brave ;
but weak and vain to an extreme degree. You fhould keep fuch
people at home, they are excellent for a court parade.—I wiihi Mrs.
Tryon would fend for hin.

I have not entered on the fcenes of diffipation and gaming that Gaming &
have been pra&tifed and countenanced, or, as the gencrui’s friends the ladiss.
corret us, ¢ permitted.”” 1 have drawn a curtain around wunton
wives and witty daughters ; for a public man ought to ftand or fall
by his public altions ; if thefe are right, we may {milc at his private
amufements ; befides, my refpeét for the ladies will not permit me
to enter on this fubject, though a rich one; and yet it 1s a tempt-
ing flory,—fo animating,—fo feducing, that I muit drop the pen to
preferve my own principles.

Letter from NEw York, My 18th, 17784

T muft be confefled, that the rebels triumph greatly in baffling
Howe’s army at Philadelphia ; but that ought not to make us
defpair ; for, if his bad generallhip divided our forces, inftead of
combining them, by which we futfered the lofs of Burgoyne, and
had our grand army pent up in Philadelphia; that is no evidence
of our weaknefs, or the rebels ftrength, but fimply a proof of Howe’s
deficiency in military knowledge ; who deferted our northern army
which was co-operating with him, and failed to a town that took
his whole army to guard it. You muft conquer the rebels and
bring them back to their allegiance.: You have no other alterna- y:4..

) ! A v &
tive but vi¢tory or deftruction. I make no doubt, but many of the ryjn, °
people of property among them, would be glad to come to an ac-
commodation, as the burthen of maintaining the rcbellion falls
chiefly to their thare ; but the rabble, of which the army is moftly
compofed, having all the power in their own hands, muft be beat
before any thing like a fubmiffion can take place.  Your own fafety
and exiftence as a nation, will not allow you to defert this bufinefs
were you {o inclined. If you was to adopt Dean Tucker’s plan, Tadepent
and grant them independency, you would commit an a&t of political dency ruim
fuicide. You ought to be fufficiently convinced, that no tie can nous.
bind the rebels but force. You would foon lofe your Newfound-
land fithery, or be under the neceffity of entering into a war for its

rotetion : you then would have all the work to begin again under
infinite difadvantages. Your Wei India iflands would foon follow ;
nature herfelf feems to have attached them to the American conti-
ment, apd, whoever poffefics t};s country, muft eventually com‘i

: man
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mand the iflands.  France, though fhe now fupplies the rebels,
may have canfe in future to curfe her foily. It is neither the in-
tercit of France, nor Spain, to enable the colonies to thake off their
dependence on Britain; but Ido not fay it is not their intereft to
weaken us by keeping up the ferment.  If your European politicians
were as wife as they ought to be, they would have foreieen, that
the frecbooters of the united ftates of America, would be infinitely
more formidable, than thofe of the petty ftates of Africa. All the
commercial ftates are deeply intercfted in this bufinefs.

Suppofing the Americans independent, and that they fhould
think proper to feize the Dutch fhips, or the French, or the Spa-
nifh, or the Portuguefle, what remedy could any of theie powers
have ? I conjccture none of them would fit out fleets and armies,
and fend them fo far as this to the weftward.—But they might ap-
point convoys ;—that s truc ;—yet the Americans, when left to
themfclves, will foon have a fleet equal to any of the above ftates.

In fact they could enrich themfelves alternately with the plunder
of every mercantile nation in Europe, without any of thofe nations be-
ing able to do them a material injury, or obtain any adequate fatisfac-
tion. Such will be the blefled effects of American independency to all
the European commercial {tates. A more ruinous circumftance howe-
ver awaits Great Britain . America is a rich, healthy, fertile coun-
try ; provilicn:, in time of peace, are not a fourth of the price they
are in your kingdom.  Your manufaéturers, your labouring men,
your people of finall fortunes and large families, and others of good
fertune, but an enterprifing mind, would all flock to the new inde-
pendent flites ; for though provifions are only about one fourth
the price, vt lubourers and workmen’s wages are four times higher
thanin England. Your people who come, may get land for noth-
ing, or for a fmall quit rent next to nothing ; and the turbulent po-

“litics of our new republics, would afford an extenfive field for men

Exertion &
conqueft ;
or ruin and
COn[CmP{.

of vigour and enterprife to ftrugsle in.  No laws you could pafs at
home could keep your pcople.  Never was a nation fo bound to
cxertitfelf as Great Britain in the prefent crifis ; if, for the fake of
a momentary but delufive quiet, you patch up a rotten accommoda-
tion with the rebels, the glory of Britain is fet for ever ; and from
the terror, fhe will become—the contempt of nations.

MATTER or FACT.
Addreffed to Lord George Germain.

O combat the whole force of official reprefentation conveyed

to your lordfhip, would be a tafk from which I thould fhrink,

was I not tully convinced of your lordthip®s zeal for the public fer-
vice, and the penetration with which you ean diftinguifh truth., 1
aflure your lord(hip, in the moft folemn manner, that I have no
other motive for the trouble I now take, but a hearty zeal for the
honour of the nation. I am totally unconnected with any of the
parties which diftracted the public fervice in America laft came
paign : T am neither under the'bias of obligation or refentment to-
wards any of the three generals ; nor have I the fmalleit wifli either
to abet faltion on this, or rebellion on the other fide of the Atlan-

e
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tic. To the eternal difgrace of thofe concerned in both, hiftory
cannot furnifh a fingle example of fo wanton and ungrateful a re-
bellion, or of fo unprincipled an oppofition to government. Hav-
ing been an eye witnefs to the proceedings of the C onarefs to the
period when they took the defperate ftep of declaring indcpendency,
and perfonally acquainted with many of the principal members, I
beheld them daily taking their tone, and forming their meafures trom
the condu¢t of the faétion at home. In the declaration of independea-
cy indecd they ftepped before their friends here a little but thefe
foon followed. Leaving both to the infamy that mufl attend their
proceedings, 1 fhall purfue my defign of pointine out to your
lordflip {ome part of the blunders, the venality, theinfolence, the
incapacity, and the tyranny which pervade almott every department
- of the army in America.

I need not fay a word to convince your lordfhip of the mifcon-
dué on Long Ifland, in permitting a beaten and difmayed army,
cooped into a corner ot an ifland, to pafs a wide ferry, by imail
embarkations, without the lofs of a man. Itis acknowiclged the
rebels were there at the mercy of the royal army, but thut u reluc-
tance to fhed the blood of his Majefty’s fubjects reftrained it.  Pof-
fibly it may be pleaded that the fume relu¢tance prevailed in allow-
ing them to efcape from the city of New York, and afterwards
from King's bridge ; that it permitted them to retrcat leifurely
from the aftion at White Plains, where 37I’Dougal’s bri-
gade was defeated ; and finully, to induce the royal ariny to re-
treat, when they had driven the rebels into a firuation of the great-
eft diftrefs and difinay, ready to have difperfed, had any uttack
been made upon them. Here we left them to return and florm
fort Wafhington, after we had allowed Mr. Wathincton to pals
the North river in our view ; occupy fort Lee, and efcape trom
thence with more than double the garrifon of fort Wafhinzton,
Poifibly this was a piece of generalfhip, as we took thofe parrilons
prifoners ; but it was changing the fyftem upon which we had be-
fore atted, unlefs it was thought beneath the courage of the royal
army to take rebels, until we had fufiered them to get fate into their
very ftrongeft poft. Allowing Mr.Wafhington to efcape through the
Jerfeys when he had not above tive and twenty-hundred poor, dif-
pirited, naked fugitives to attend him is a thing without example,
I beg your lordfhip will look upon the map ot New ferfey for a
moment, and then endeavour, if poflible, to conceive why a body
of troops were not detached from New York to Newark, Elifabeth
town, or even Amboy, to cut off his retreat, put himi between two
fires, and oblige him to furrender, and by that means put an end
to the war, which the rebels themfelves have often confefied it
would certainly have done, Was not this fomething worfe than a
blunder, or even indolence ? I can affure your lordfhip, that many
of the moft judicious leaders among the rebels were even afionithed
at it, and were {o free as to declare to ine, that they {uppofed the
war would have been too fhort, had it been put an end to in one
eampaign,

A halt at Brunfwick for want of orders, when the fugitives were
in view, allowed them time to retreat to the Deluware, and to crofs
that river, to the aftonifhment even of themfelves. Yet has this
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march been extolled to your lordfhip, and the public has beeninfulted
with the publication ; whilft every man in America ftoogl aftonithed,
and every loyal fubjeét there was chagrined and difappointed—fully
convinced that nothing lefs than blindnefs diretted by ignorance,
could have allowed fuch an enemy to efcape in fuch a fituation.
But, as has conftantly been our lot, our aftonifhment was not fufs
fered to reft long upon the paft, the future mifconduct {foon called
itoff. A line was formed from Mount Holly on the Delaware, to
the village of Newark, by occupying open villages. The fame
army which would not detach a part to intercept Mr. Wathington
in his flight, was extended in a line of nearly a hundred miles,
without a {ingle redoubt to cover any one poft. -A brigade of Hef-
fians commanded by a drunken madman, was placed in Trenton 3
the moft important poft, forming the angle of the whole line, and
neareft the enemy, whilll the Britith light infantry, the beft troops in
the univerf: were, (contrary to all cuftom and order) placed 13 miles
in the rear at Prince town. Gen. Grant having intelligence that
Mr. Wathington intended to attack Trenton, inftead of ordering
up the light wnfantry from Prince town, fent only twenty light
horfe, and twenty-four light infantry to Trenton the day before,
Rhall feeing fo little precaution taken by the general, looked upon
the intelligence as falfe, and got drunk as ufual. The confequen-
ces which almoft naturally followed were fuch, and they are at the
fame time fo netorious, that I fhall {pare your lordfhip the pain of
fecing them recited. It is fuflicient to fuy, that thofe naked, dif-
pirited runaways, whom we allowed to {lip out of our hands a few
days before, returned upon a vitoricus army, andin two or three
fuccefsful actions, killed and took half their own numbers, oblig-
ing us to abandon all our pofts in Jerfey, except Amboy and Brunfs
wick, and a regiment ftowed into the few houfes in Bonham town
to keep open the communication.

Thus, from being in full poffeffion of that whole province, we
were reduced to thofe three villages, the fartheft extending fourteen
miles into the country, Here the army remained all winter, o-
bliged to fight for every mouthful of forage and frefh provifions
which they obtained: with what lofs the returns of the army will
beft fhew.  And pe.mit me to afk your lordthip, was it not moft
frametul ? T will venture to affert, that in the hiftory of all the
vars which ever yet exifted, in the annals of all military mifcon.
duct which ever yet abpeared, there i3 not u fingle example to take
fliclter under.  Great military geniufes have often changed the na-
ture of 2 war from the defenfive to the offenfive, by fome ftroke of
military fkill in the ficld, or have with an inferior force infulted their
enemy in his winter quarters, and even obliged him to relinquifh
them. But this was where troops were fuperior in native courage,
or excelled in difcipline ; where they were in want of none of the
necefliries for making war, and had fortified towns to cover them
in cafe of a defeat; or where the enemy could not be reinforced.
But in the inftunce before us, not one of all thefe caufes can be
pleaded. Wathington was but three thoufand ftrong when he at-
tucked Trenton, and thofe men fo fatigued and benumbed with the
cold, that they were unable to handle their arms ; and it was with
the greatelt difficulty any of them recyofled the Delaware, and near

half
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half of them died, or were rendered unfit for duty. 1 fpeak from

authentic information, my lord. At no time during the winter wus

the rebel army above five thoufand ftrong, often not three, and

thofe in want of almoft every article of cloathing. Yet with that

inferior, naked force, Mr. Wafhington blockaded our army in their

quarters, and remained the whole winter in unmolefted pofleiion of

every town within ten miles of them, often nearer, occupying a

circle of at leaft fixty miles. In which ficuation he continued until

he was reinforced in fpring, when he appreached within a few miles

of Brunfwick ; and was permitted, though ftill inferior, to poft

himfelf in fo ftrong a pofition, that it was not thought prudent to at-

tack him. The army therefore quitted Jerfey, relinquithing a

whole province, of which they had been in full poffefhion fix months Howe re-
before, without even having made a fingle cffort to recover the ho- treats from
nour they loft at Trenton (though Mr. Wafhington was often re- Jerfey-
duced to two thoufand men at Morris town) leaving the rebels all
the advantage and credit they obtained by that aftion, which alone
enabled them to recruit a fingle man.

Before I quit Jerfey, allow me to point out to your lordfhip fome
other parts of our corduct, and the confequence attending it.  Upon
the army entering Jerfey, a proclamation was iffued, promifing pro~
teftion and pardon to all fuch as fhould remain in their houfes.
The people pretty generally remained. and many thoufands receiv-
ed printed protetions, figned by order of the commander in chief.
But neither the proclamatien nor the proteétions faved the people
from plunder, nor from infult; their property was tuken or de-
ftroyed, without diftinction of perfons. They fhewed their protec-
tions. MHeflians could not read them, nor would not unlerftand
them, and the Britith foldiers thought they had as good a right to
a fhare as the Heflians. This I aflure vour lordthip was very ge-
nerally the cafe while the army was advancing into the country,
was and were in pofleflion of it. In their retreat it was ftill worle;
all who did not leave their wives and children, and abandon their
property, were confidered as rebels, When the rebels re-pofiefied
themfelves of the country, they treated all who had taken pro-
gections with the utmoft feverity. Thus was this whole province
either irritated againit his Majefty’s government, by a breach of
faith, or abandoned to perfecution, where they had thewn any loy-
alty. No flep was taken to conciliate their affections.  The dif-
loyal were not difarmed, nor arms put into the hands of the loyal,
though both might have been done with the greateft cafe. o
fteps of found policy were purfued to fecure the country; it wes
finally abandoned, and a proof given that proclamations and pru-
teftions were no aflurance of fafety fit to be relied on.—u awini
example! which the leaders in rebellion have not fuiled to uvat
themielves of, and which I can aflure your lordthip I have beheil
the bad effe@s of on more occafions than one. I will not pretend
%o fay that Jerfey has not always been as rebellious a colony as any
of the thirteen,, but I affert that there always has been many thou-
fands of loyal fubjects in it, and there would have been at this hour
double the number there are in it, had it not been for the miicosn-
duét I have now pointed out to your lordfhip. In fuch cafes w=

. people fhould never be deceived, much lefs abandoned to defiruction,
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when they were promifed protetion. Proteftion ought never te
be promifed by government, but it fhould be afiorded at all rifks ;
much lefs promifed without even an intention of performing ;
which I am forry to fee, from the correfpondence your lordfhip has
publifhied, it was not in this cafe, as it there appears that it was not
intended to keep pofletficn of Jerfey.
Having conduéted the commander in chief out of the Jerfeys, 1
fhall leave him to perform his feven wecks veyace to Elk river
(after havinq firfl tuken a peep of a week into Delwvare bay, to know
if it was navigable) while I thall beg your lordihip®s attention to
the atlairs of the town and province of New York. I do not like
to treat of public feandal ; T will not-let fill a fingle word upon
any man’s intrigues, where thev do not interfcre with the public
gooud; where they do, the public has a right to know the caufe of
fupinencfs and inattention in a vearral, or of corruption in a com=
Gaming ru- miflary.  Gaming muft ever prore ot the very worft confequences
inous in a jnanarmy, and totally ruinous if the example fhould happen to be
Gencral- - fer publicly by the commander : it then deftrovs fubordination and
refpe@, encourages licentioufnefs, and all difcipline falls of courfe,
A voung oflicer who beholds his ~encral every evening at a pharo-
table, 1 will not fay lofe his tempzr, though certainly fubje to
fret like other men who play a ¢ume of chunce, in which there can
be no amufement but as it gratilies avarice—TI fay, the voung offi-
cer who beholds his general in fuch a fituation, will foon lofe the
refpect to his ftation, which he has loft to his perfon, when he is
allowed to fport as freely at his elbow on his flender income, as the
general does upon his princely revenues. He is afhamed not to do
1t ; he expects to make his court by it.  There is little ceconomy
in an army where high gaming is allowed ; it is beneath the man
who plays at night for hundreds, to trouble himfelf nest day how
Bad effc&@s he is to live upon his pay : He runs in debt for his neceffaries, and
onofficers. the country mutt be plundered to fupply his miftrefs. I afk you,
my lord, cun the general, or any otlier ofticer of rank, pretend to
reftrain, much lefs punifh, an intericr for plundering, when
he perhaps won all the poor gentleman’s money the night before ?
To this caufe, pcrhaps, as much as to the examplc fet by the Heffi
ans, may be attributed the fcandalous height to which plundering
is arrived at in the wrmy. And vet, my lord, I cannot fuppofe
that this was the caufe of oficers ‘of very high rank taking large
quantities of wine, tobuacco, and valuable eflects belonging to mey-
chants at New York, who were known to be loval, and who eager-
ly _embraced the firtt opportunity of jt;ining.the King’s troops,
This muit have been done under the impreflions of that favourite
1‘(‘16;1, ¢ that ‘l".u'h.;lmcnt has declaved Amcr’c.u to be in rcb llion,
- and that mcrctu.re every man in it h'ns ipla fadlo fortelte_d his e-
ftate, and holds it cndrcly at his Majetty ’s mercy,” that is at the
difpotal cf the army:

Your lordflip will be aftonifhed when I affure you that this 18
not only a prevalent opinion, but alinoft univerful one. That it
has been cagerly embraced and {upported by a certain governor now
i a military characicr, and T have been well aflured it is cherifhed
even at heud quarters. Thus my lord, have 1 endeavoured to aflign
reatons why muny loyal and refpeCtable citizens have been plunder-
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ed of their furniture and effe&ts, under this comprchenfive mode of Loyalifts
forfeiture. Plundering under fuch an idea, is only making free plundereds
with what belongs to the Kinz. The gentlemen cannot have read
the act they fpeak of, nor diftinguifhed that, it only fays numbers
of perfons, not all; and even if it did, that it would be neceffary to
try a Britifh fubject by a jury, in order to confifcate his eftate: 1
fpeak from undoubted facts;, my Lord, fadts that will be heard of
in a yet more ferious mode. I point them out generally, in hopes
that your lordfhip, in your humanity and juflice, as well as for the
honour of your country, and the Britifh arms, will take fome {peedy
and effetual method of putting an end to fuch pernicious and dif-
graceful proceedings. All fuch as have refifted the torrent of rebel-
lion, and thrown themfelves upon the proteétion of his Majefty’s
troops, fliould be fhewn that they have acted wilely as well as vir-
tuoufly ; and that the army was fent there to prote@, not to plun-
der and infult them. That arch plunderer, Gen. de Heifter, of- Curiousfadl
fered the houfe he lived in at New York to public fale, though it
was the property of a very loyal fubjet, who had voluntarily and
hofpitably accommodated him with the ufe of it. This may be
nothing aftonifhing in a Heflian. But I have feen the furniture of
good and loyul fubjects, men who are fuffering reftraint or impri-
fonment amony the rebels, fold by public auction ; the carriages of
gentlemen of the firft rank feized upon; their arms defaced, and
the plunderer’s arms blazoned in their place ; and this too by Bri-
tifh officers. An officer of high rank took forcible pofleflion of a
gentleman’s carriage and horfes, after it was well known that he had
received his pardon from the King"s commiflioners : he ufed it for
feveral months, and was with difliculty prevailed on to give it up.
This was acting under the firongeft delufion, to fpeak of it in the
mildeft terms ; not even allowing the King’s pardon to fave Ameri-
can property from the gencral patlion for confifeation. It was the
fame ofiicer who made fo free with another gentleman’s wine, and
even offered it in prefents by the pipe to his triends: a man, who
from oftentation and weaknefs, has vibrated between the defire of
popularity a> a muciitrate, and the vanity of being confidered as a
military genius. I conceal his nume, becaufe he really has good
qualities, which break fometimes through the cloud of imperfections
that furround them. 1 have thus particularifed fome inftances,
leaft your lordfliip thould fufpect the truth of my general aflertions.
From this irkivme fubje&t, allow me to draw vour lordfhip’s at-
tention on Hudfon’s river. There we fe¢ forts ftorined with the
intrepidity and {pirit which ever accompanies Britifh troops, when
properly conducted ; but with a lofs of brave men, which muit be
the more regretted, as we gaincd nothing but mere honour by it,—
the ground being left to the rebels to improve upon their paft errors.
Why a delay was made of eig-ht days before the army proceeded high- Clinton’s
er up the river, we are ignorant of. Your lordhip will recolleét that delays.
the highland forts were talen the 6th of Otober ; Aiopus burned
the 13th; and that Gen. Burooyne did not fivn his conveation till
the 16th. T have been aflured by undoubted wuthority, that the ci-
ty of Albany was totally deicncelefs, ferving only as an hofpital f(:r
the rebels, and as a lodgment for their fmall magazines of provifl-
ons. ‘khe river is undoubtedly navigable for friyues within tweillvc
mucse
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miles of Albany. There was no force even to oppofe open boats 3
gondolas could have guarded them to the wharfs of the town. Why
then did not the troops proceed immediately to Albany ? the taking
of which might have been effected without the lofs of a man; and
would have obliged Mr. Gates to have returned haftily, or have
crofled the Hud{on’s river for want of provifions. The latter would
undoubtedly have been the cafe, as it is certain he had not two days
provifions colleéted for his army, except what was in Albany. Put-
nam could have been no impediment, as he could not poflibly crofs
the river to attack Albany, had he been in a condition. This mea«
fure would have infallibly enabled Gen. Burgoyne to retreat in fafe-
ty, or to have formed a junétion with the forces from New York at
Atbany, and thercby have faved the honour of the Britith arms.
It it had not been found pradticable to keep pofleflion of Albany,
the paffage to New York was fafe and eafy.

Your lerdthip will plainly perceive that there was time fufficient
between the 6th and the 16th, to have effedted all this. Perhaps it
will be pleaded that Sir Henry Clinton was refirained by his or-
ders, ¢ to remain on the defenfive.” This did not operate more
firongly againft taking pofleffion of Albany, than againft florming
the forts in the Highlands. Whatever it proceeded from, the army
only amufed themfelves with burning Afopus, and the houfes of
individuals which ftood clofe to the river’s bank. If fire be neceffa-
Iy to accompany the fword, permit me to afk your lordfhip, why
was it referved for the province of New York, beyond all compa-
rifon the moft loyal colony of the thirteen ? Why was it diftinguifhs
ed by an unneceflary deftruétion ? Why did no fort of declaration
whatever accompany the army as it penctrated into the country,
acquainting the inhabitants how to conduct themfelves, holding
forth fafety to the loyal at leaft, many thoufands of whom your
lordthip is well affured are in that colony ? Why have thefe loyal
people been treated the worft ? I pray your lord{hip to enquire into
the ftate of the colony, you will find that 1500 loyal fubjeéts join~
ed Gen. Burgoyne in his thort progrefs into it ; that near 5006 from
it have joined the other armice, and that 4ooo have returned their
names in the city of New York, to ferve as militia, for the defence
of that town. In pity and in juftice, my lord, I hope you will
enquire why thefe thines have been donc? and that, infz;ad of a
continuance of fuch condu¢t, the loyal and repenting will have
fome dittinguithing indulgence fhewn them, fhould the army move
that way next campaizn. Policy enjoins it. That province fo
gained, would enfure the redution of the reft, as the toyal there
would greatly increafe, and cffentially aid his Majefty’s army.

TIt afrter what has been already feen 'in the provinces of Jerfey and
New York, the public could be furprifed at any mifconduct or proof
of incapacity, the expedition to the head of the Elk river muft
furcly produce that efte¢t,  Great geniufes in 2 variety of difficuls
ties, choofe that which is moft eafy and pratiicable, It belongs
only to the conductors of the King’s armies in America, to choofe
that which is }noﬂ: d1fhcplf, tedious, gnd uncertain, I will pafs
over tl}‘e abfurdity of declining a march of twenty four miles from
Somerfet court houfe 1n Jerfey to the river Delaware, which might
have been performed in one night, and the river crofled before a ti-
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mid and’ greatly inferior enemy would have ventured to qu't his
ftrong hold. Such a ftep would have put us in pofleffion of Fhila-
delphla in three days, inftead of three mrnths, and fubjected that
whole province to the royal army ; and it would alfo have put eve-
ry magazine the rebels had formed in that country at once into our
hands, to the total ruin of their canfe. Why the fleet did not p1ocecd

up the Delaware river, inftead of Infing five weeks in failing round to
the Elk—is one of the moft unaccountable parts of all our mifcon-
dué@t. It is well known that the danger of the navigation in the
Delaware 1s not greater than in Chcﬁpeuk bav, and that the former
Js wider and more commodious for fhips at Cheﬂer, w huh 1s'with-
in fizteen miles of P’hiladclphia, than the river Fik is fo far up;
it was alfo equally unfortificd ; the bunks of the Dd%waxe arc low,
and eafily commanded by ﬂnps of war. Had the ficet p\oce\dfd
up the Delaware to Cheﬁer, fcven wecks time would have heen {av-
ed; the horfes belenging to our army would have been fit fur ufe;
little land carriaze would have been neceffary, from the place of
lIanding being fo near to Philadelphia; and the ﬂcet would have been
ncar to the army, ready to have afforded all neceffary aids, and e-
ven to have fecured a fafe retreat in cafe of any difafter.

An action fo decifive as that of Brandvwine, would have enabled
the King’s army to have purfued the fugitives the fame day to Phila-
delphia, as the boats would have been at hand ready to hidve crofigd
the Schuvlkill, the only river in its wav. The great quantity 'of
ftores laid up in Philadelphia would have fallen into our hands,
and probably in the general confufion, the Congzrels themfelves.
A great deal of time would at lcaft have been faved, vhich proved
to be fo neceffary at the clofe of the campargn ; and it would alio
kave been the {avm'v of feveral veflels loaded with bacmame, cloath-
ing, and merchamll{e, which were loft in the river, owing to its
being {o late in the feafon before thev could be difpatched from New-
York, after we were certain the army would be able to keep potlef=
fion of Philadelphia. Had either of thefe plans been purfucd, the
bufinefs of the campaign would have been fo forward, and with fo
fmali a lofs from ficknefs, that the troops which were called away
from New York mirht have been {pared, and thereby enfured a
junftion with Gen. Burgovne.

What a diflerent face would our affairs have worn in America at
this hour ¢ Your lordthip muft be convinced, from vour own infor-
mation, that the rebellion would have been at an end.  Behold the
reverfe of all this.  Five weeks were loft in going round t» Elk;
the horfes of the army were alimoft cr\nrely rendered unfit for fer-
vice ; the troops were ianded in one of the moft unhealthv countries
in America, in the moft fickly feafon ; and oblized to halt near a
fortnight in order to colleét horfes, and to reirefl, after fo tedious
a voyare. The landing was made fixty miles, inftead of fixtcen,
from the principle object of the campaign ; the troops fubjected to
a long march through a very dithicult country, and unhgcd to at-
tack the rebels at a very great difadvantage, creffin a river in their
front, feparated in two dillinét bodics, and ever liable to be encoun-
tered by the whole force of the rebels.  The fleet could not co-ope-
fate with the army, but was ditmifled to go round into the Dela-
wa::; no poflible retreat was left 1 (;n catc of any difatter ; if tthbhdd
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been repulfed, it muft have been fatal, as thev were unprow‘de'd
with provifions ; victory, in fhort, was ablolutely neceflary t) their
Prcibrvatiun. They muit be mafters of the countiy in order to ex-
it.  The bravery of the troops faved their commnder th d;(:-
grace, and the nution the misfortune, which feemed due to his indif-
cretion,

There is oreat magnanimity and true courace, in firinly encoun-
tering durgers and difliculties when the fervice abfolurely requires
it; but where a general expofes his army to it vineeciirily, and
by that means protracts the war, when a plain, f:xf.c, and expediti-
ous method ofiers, it is incapacity, or mmadnels in the cxtreme,
Fortunately the fleet had a more expeditious voyaze returning
from Elk, than it had going thither, and failed faf-ly up the Dela-
wire, which a few wecks before had been deemcd fo dangerous ; or
the army would have been in a very difagreeable fituation, notwith-
flanding the victory they had obtained,

Few victories were cver more ealily won, than that at Brandy-
wine ; and no army ever fled in greater confuflon or difimay than
the rebels 5 in fourteen hours after his defeat, Mr. Wathington was
on the banks of the Schuylkill, near thirty miles trom the place of
action ; the inhubitants of Philadelphia were in the utmott confter-
nation ; large quantities of ftores were lodged in it ; the myal army
had but to march on, and all mutt have fallen into their hands,
without another fhot. Inftead of this, the army moved with the
greatelt caution in purfuit of a broken and difmayed enemy, whe
no longer thought of difputing a pafs with the intrepidity of the
King’s troops. Initead of marching along the plain and broud road
to Philadelphia, the army filed off; and marched tlowly and cauti-
oufly acrofs the country, then up the Schuylkiil, and then down
again ; by which means futlicient time was ailowed the rebels to re-
collect themfelves, recover their fpirits, and remove their floreg
from Philadelphia.

Atlatt, when nothing remained in it worth taking, the city was
entered in triumph, fifteen days after the victory at Brandywine.
It this conduét does not proceed from a total want of capacity, 1
hope it is to be attributed to nothing worfe : courage certainly was
not wanting ; yet the ardor of the troops has been conftantly re-
ftrained.  Upon every defeat we have given the rebels, we feem to
have been afraid of a vanquithed and broken rabble, that we de-
fpifed before we defeated them. ‘This, my lord, is a paradox
which people endeavour to account for in various wavs ; fome at-
tribute it to indolence, others to over caution, and fome even to a
fear thar the war would be too fhort. T own I cannot agree in the
lait, with regard to the perfon who has the chict command, though
Imay fufpect fome of thofe in his confidence.

The action at Germantown needs no other comment, than that
it was fimilar to all the battles we have touzht,  His Majetty’s
troops gained a compleat victory, and vet they were fo much ree
ftrained in the purfuir, that the rebels c'fcupcd with 4 very inconfi-
derable lofs.  “The victorious troops were not thought futhcient to
purfuc the enemy they had defeated, untl the grenadiers were
brought up trom Philadelphia, cight miles dittant 5 the purfuit was

then
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then permitted, but the rebels had by that time colleted them-
felves, and got to fuch a diftance, that it was totally ineffectual.

The forts on the Delawdre were taken after fuch a delay, fuch a
feries of blunders, and with fuch lofs, that they were indeed a very
dear purchafe. The expedition to White marfh, is, in the opinion

" of many, a moft finzular inftance of incapacity. The King’s ar-
my marched up to the front of the rebel encampment, and finding
it fortified tos ftrenely to be attacked, without farther examination
were led back to Piiladelphia. Here was another occafion loft of
crufhing ar a blow the rebel power. I aflert, as an undoubted faét,
that the rebel camp was totally unfortified in the rear; and had
the King’s army turned their left flank, and attacked their rear,
fuccefs was certain ; nay, their deftruction muft have enfued, as
the rebels were greatly inferior even in numbers. If the ge-
neral had but rcmained in their rear only two days withourt ats
tacking them, Mr, Wafhington muft cither have decamped before
him, or have marched out and given him battle, as it is well known
he bad not :ibove one day’s provifion in his camp. This we learn-
ed even before we got back to Philadelphia, and ought certainly
to have knewn it fooner, did not a diflike to bufinefs, and indo-
lence, retard our fuccefs, It is inexcufable in a general, at all
times, to be fo ignorant of his adverfary’s fituation : in a civil war,
when intellizence is fo eafily obtained, it is criminal.

Thus we have twice allowed Mr. Wathington to fhew all the
world, that he is capable, with an inferior force, to choofe fuch a
camp as he can renain in with fatety. Such camps, my lord, are
to be found in abmoft every parifh in America. ~ What then is our
fituation ? Muft we not cither relinquifh all hope of conquering
Aumerica, or change our commanders, and with them fuch a dii-
graceful fyfiem ? The idea of fighting upon any {ort of cqual terims,
1s totally exploded among the rebels ; the beft we can expedt is, that
they fhould wait for us in a camp which they deem fecure, in which
we fhould either furround them, and cut off their fupplics, or we
fhould embrace the occafion like men accuftomed to victory ; feel-
ing our fuperiority in valour and difcipline, and even in numbers,
we fhould ftorm their camp, and at a blow annihilate rebetlion,
Your lordfhip knows thet in fuch cafes it is even lafeft to be the
affailants ; the idea of fuperiority, with which it infpires every
breaft, almoft enfures fuccefs, and few attempts have failed in
florming a fortified camp. Inftead of declining it, it is a fituation
which we fhould with the rebels to place themfelves in. I afiert
that this is the gencral language, and even the murmurs of the
royal army at this hour in America. Bunker’s hill and Trenton
have had very unhappy efieéts upon all our military procecdings
in America. It belongs only to men of genius to draw advautage
from their paft errors; a mere foldier is incapable of it; he fulls
into defpair and inaction, for want of mental refources. In the
winter quarters, before the difater at Trenton, the troops were too

"much extended ; ever fince they have been fo much collected, as to
lofe the advantage of our viCories. At Bunker’s hill we defpifed
fituation ; we have ever fince fallen into the oppofite extremnc.

I think it totally unneceflarv to dwell longer upon the expedition
to the head of Elk river, or upon the operations of the arny uutil
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and every man of the leaft information in this country, muft be
convinced of the abfurdity of the one, and of the dilatorinefs and
want of ability in the other.. The public may fee cthat from thefe two
caules the advantages of the campaign to the fouthward have been
very unequul to their hopes, orindeed to what they had a right to
expedt, even it it had not facrificed Gen. Burgoyne’s army. The
people give their money freely ; the zeal and intrepidity of the
troops are unqueftionable ; but that the advantage whicl: oaght to
arife frum both fhould be loft, through a tetal want of capability
in planning, and activity in executing, muft mortify every good
and loyal fubje in an extreme degree. I acquit your lordfhip of
having planned the fouthern campaign ; I know it was fent home
recommended by many in refpectable rank and fituations, particu-
larly from Amboy. You gave way to the deception, (your lord-
thip perceives I fpeak from information) and large promifes were
made, that many thoufands of loyal fubjedts would join the royal ftan-
dard as foon as 1t fhould make its appearance in Pennfylvania. The
decciver ow lays the fault upon the general for notextending his for-
ces,andaffording a greater appearance of protection. Hemay be right
as he is in high truft and favour under him. An unlimited power
over the liberty of his fellow citizens is intrufted in him. He who
never was efteemed by one of them, is now placed over
them.

The town of Philadelphia, my lord, is all we have for millions
expended laft campaign.  How tar fuch a conquett is advantageous
to us, or facilitates the future progrefs of our army, I leave to your
lordthip to judge from the official difpatches vou have received, and
the report of every officer who has arrived from America. From
its natural fituation, Philadelphia is incapable of being fortified.
An army muit be left to defend it ; and a fleet to keep open the
communication with it by water ; the banks of the river are equally
hottile as before, and dithcult to guard; and after all what does it
command? is there any natural boundary which can be eftablifhed?
any important poft which can be feized upon by the poffeffion of
it? it is divided by the Dclaware from the Jerfeys; a fmall guard
of militia on the oppofite bank watches every motion made 1n the
town with impunity ; and the paffage for boats is obftru&ted near
three months in the winter, The country weftward from Philadel-
phia is one of the moft difficult in America. In fhort, the army
1s at fca in that country ; the general finds it fo, and knows not'
how to proceed ; he is at his wit’s end.

After having taken this review of the proceedings towards con«
quering America by arms, permit me call your lordfhip's attentiont
to the means made ufe of to effect it otherwife. A meflage was fent
by Sir William Howe to Congrefs, offering to treat upon fuch
terms, as could not be juftified upon any other grounds than abfos
lute defpair. The time chofen for this too, was when they were
flulbed with the defeat of Gen, Burgoyne’s army. This meflage
was fcnt by one Brown, through the medium ot Mr, Willing of
Philadelphia. Brown was a clerk to the houfe of Willing, Mor~
ris, and company.  Morris is one of the members of the Congrefs,
has been onc of the molt altive, and without whofe affittance it is
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cdnfefled the Congrefs could never have eftablithed a credit in.
France. His brother, one of the houfe, is now their faftor in
France, and the Congrefs are {fupplied under the name and credit
" of Meffis. Willing, Morris, and company ; though I do not be-
lieve that Mr. Willing himfelf has any fhare in the bufinefs.
Happily the Gongrefs treated the meflage with contempt, and im-
prifoned the meflenger. I fay happily, becaufeI aflert, that had
a treaty been difgracefully concluded with Congrefs upon the terms
offered, Great Britain would only have retained the fhadow of fo-
vereignty over America, and that even would not have lafted ten
years. I aflert this to be a truth ;—the public will comment
upon it.

When Gen. Howe landed at Elk river, he publifhed a declara~
tion, afluring thofe who fhould remain peaceably in their houfes,
protetion both in perfon and property. I will not enter into the
fcandalous detail of plundering during the campaign, but {hall con-
fine myfelf to what has pafled fince the troops have been in winter
quarters. ‘The property of loysl fubjetts has been taken at the
will of commiffaries, who have paid forit ornot as they pleafed ; flour
was purchafed from feveral perfons when the army was In great
want of it, before th® navigation of the river was cleared, and ge-
nerous prices were promifed ; yet twenty fhillings only were paid
at a2 time when the worft flour was fold at fifty fhillings per hun-
dred; and fome perfons were even threatened with being fent pri-
foners to the Provoft, becaufe they prefumed to afk for any payment
atall. A great and generous falary has been fettled upon a com-
miffary to place him above the corruption of his office. It was not
confidered that this man was taken from the fchool of the India
Houfe, and familiarifed to the peculations of the Eaft. This gen-
tleman too, the friend of the virtuous Duke of Grafton, talks of
the rights of Amierica, declares himfelf a whig under the. Americun
acceptation of the word : he even prefuincs to aflert, that the gene-
ral is of the fame fentiments. I know it is abfolutely necelfary
that the army fhould have comfortable guarters ; but is it j.uf, my
lord, that loyal fubjeéts fhould have their houfes crammed with
foldiers, while many who have been rebels, and ftill would be fo
if they dared, are exempted ? this I aver is the cafe in too many
inftances ; even the houfes of thofe gentlemen who are now prifoners
in Virginia, have been filled, and none excufed. Is not this inequit-
able and impolitic in a high degree ? is not this {Lewing, that to
have been in rebellion is the beft road to favour and kind treatment ?
there is but one way of accounting for fuch conduét.

If we turn our eyes to the city of New York, we fee the moft
fingular and abfurd fyitem of government imaginable. There we
behold the governor of the province a&ing as a general officer only,
while a military governor commands with abfolute power in the
city, and the mayor aéting under him, exercifes a civil authority,
under a military controul. Still the government of New York is
far preferable to that of Philadelphia. The military governor is a
man of rank and chara@er, unconnected with provincial party, and
fincontaminated with rebellion ; it is not necefiary for him to make
a thow of too much zeal to cover his paft mifdceds. He is a man
$nferior to none for good judgment and humapity, and a knowledge

) ! not
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not only of that town, but of America in general : he alts as a fa-
ther to the peaple over whom he pretides.

The luxury and licentiouiuefs of the army have reached your
loréfhip’s ears too frequently to muke it neceflary for me to expati-
ate oo that head. What can the nation expect from a luxurious
and licentious army, and an indolent and diitpated general ? our
aftulrs abfolurely r'f:qu?rc thz indudry, cconomny, and rezularity
of an Amherft; with the fire and suiius of a Wolle. A regiment
mizht be formed of idly, wiclels commililivics, qurter-muflers, a-
gents, and forare amfiorz; thore acr tweaty of the'e ‘.I})Pl)il“.‘t‘.nt‘l}'ts
now, where there was one it waria Anerica. The rebelbon will
never be at an end, whit: there are o muany idlers Fitrening upon
the fpiils of Eneland and A\ aericns Wil our Weit Tadia itlands
are in the ue=att ditvels for Lamhes, at Lt five bundred thoufand
ftaves are fu'ered to rot in ceilare, and on wharfs at Philadelphia,
und.r pretence of a ferupnlons adli<-znce to law, thougn liunc_es
are granted to the vetels of fascariics to inport cavroes from dif-
foront places, contrary to all e wad good podcys And though no
muerch e could olrain permition to o porr efe flaves, yet the
commilfary soneral was ailowed to do it to Corke, under the pres
teuee rhat it was for the ufe of the contraftors.  Thefe were hoyf-
head flaves, my lord, to make beef barrels.—The trick is too giar-
ing ! I have fpoken ficely, my lord; 2 have done it from a cons-
viction arifing from the £ Uit information, and from the moft
hearty znd 2ealous defire of fecing the prefent rebellion in America
fpecdily cruthed, and 1w, order, and coattitutisnal lib:‘rty‘ reftor-
ed to that unhappy and deluded country, under the Britih go-
verament,

Govervor JOHNGTONE’s SPEECH,

Jareh 224, 1579, On Lord Hozve’s Conduct in America,

S I differ from the noble lord (TIowe) who fpoke laft in almoft
every thing he has fald, T will conflicer the heads of his dife
courfe feparately, and give my rea’ons to the Houfe for this difa-
grecement.  His lordthip has firft alledzed that no reinforcement
was {ent to him, becaule of the two line of battle (hips mentioned by
the noble lord ac the aduiralty, one was iatended to attend on the
Commifioners in ca’e they thoushe proper to return immediately,
and the other was deitined to bring his lordihip home ; ftili the two
thips, Trident and Ardent, were there ; the adiniralty had a vizht to
reckon upon them, as it could not be fuppafed chat either the Commife
fioners, who failed in t'.c I'rident from England a week luter than
d’Eftuing failed from Toulon, or the Ardent, who {ailed with the
convoy 4 little before them, cotld poibly bhave left the ports of
North America before the packer, which fuiled the sth of May,
would announce the approach of the French fquadron, and there-
fore they were (hips to be contidered as on the fpot, to be ufed and
depended upon as the event his proved,
The adm alty had further, reafons to expeét that the whole of
lord Hmye’s torce would have been collected, efpecially the two
decked fhips, becaufe they had fent his lordip very early notice
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of the failing of Monﬁeur la Motte quuet, and of the certainty
of a war with France : in this cafe his force was far from being
defpicable.  #%y the two decked ﬂnos were not collefted after two Didnot'col-
moaths notice, Is a quaflion on which I am perfuaded his lordihip 18t his
will be able to give very ¢ zood reafons. I can vote upon the fub- foree:
ject, becaufe I am fu! mcmly acquainted with the facts neceflary ’
to form my judgment, bur I qJe(xmn if an hundred members in
the houfe know the actual force lord Howe had under his coinmand,
or the confidence the adiniralty could have that this force would
be colletted. .

The next point the noble lord ftztes, and the honourable gentle.
man who - made the motion has inforced the fame arvument, is,
that in cafe Monf, d’Eftaing had found our army ac Philadclphia,
and our fhips in the Delaware, thut the army would have been
ftarved, and the fhipping deftroyed. ‘This opinion is egencral
throuzhout the natior; it has been favoured by the frivads of ad-
miniftration, to enforce the wifdom of their meafure in abundoning
Philadelphia fo opporturcly as they did. It has been asreed to by
this fide of the houfe, to marnity the rifk which our flect and our
army run by their bad management. But on this fubject, as I may
probably do on many others, I diiier from them both, T maintain,
as I alwavs have done, that the abandoning Philadelphia at the mo-
ment we did, was moft fatal to our atfairs in North America; and
that fuppofing no fuch orders had been given, and Monf. d’ 1 ftaing No ritk
had arrived off the Delaware as he did, that neither the fhips in f{”.m 4'E-
that river, nor the army at Phnl.delphn, run any tvifk from that g
cicumftance, for fix or eight weeks at leaft, by which time we mutt
have been relieved from any impreflions of reftraint, by the navi-
gation of thut river being interrupted.

Firt, I fav, that the navigation of that river is fo intricate,
that fuppoﬁng the buoys cut away, the belt pilots of the country
could not have traced out the channel to haveulcended the river with
fuch fhips as thofe under Monf, d’Eftaing, in eight or ten days.

Next I affert, that none of the 72 or So gun {hips, without be-
ing llthencd could have pailed t! ¢ flats, as the ‘Tridert went on
ground twice at the top of high water, not from miffing the channel,
but from the fhallownefs of the wuter, and this {hip draws three
feet lefs water than aay of the French 74 gun {hips.

Thirdly, I afiert, that fuppoiing Moent. d’Eitaing, with his whele
force, bad aétually afcended the l)ddwale, dbove the flats, that
all our fhips, both men of war and traniports, could have been
moved into fafety, above the chevaux de frize ; or the tranfports
could have been removed above the chevaux de frize, and the flips
of war moored in a half-moon below, with flanking batteries on
cach fide of the river, which was in po.fei’ﬁon of our mmv. We A.Barring.
fhould alfo have had the advantage of fending fire-thips down the ton 4 noble
ftream among the encmy. ‘The river is not fo broad as the ©&mple
Thames at G:aveitnd, and d’Eftaing after p.iﬂlnv throuch .a hot
fire in afcending, muift have been lepullud in the fume manner
which experience hus demontirated we were capable of doing by the
late attack at St. Lucia, where Admiral Barrington, with u very
inferior force indeed, has fhewn, what men, not willing to de-
fpair, can accomplilh.

, For
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For my own part, after confidering the fubjet on every point,
acain and acain, I really think, fo far from any danger by the
direct application of the force of the enemy in the Delaware, that
there was hardly any rifk from any thing that could have been
done by them, 1 that river, againft the refiftance of our fhips and
army ; New York would have becn the place in danger. But it
i» alwavs to be remembered, if orders had not been given for
leavina Philadelphia, our great {hips of war would not have been
in the river Delaware, and therefere New York was equally capa-
ble of recciving the dcfence, which they atually did prefent when
d’Eftaing came off that port: So that on every alt.crnative, the
operations of his force would have been equally abortive.

But the roble lord fays, the army would have been ftarved. To
my knowledge, there was five weeks provifions for the army in
Philadelphia, and fHll greater quantities in the river when we ar-
rived there, though it had becen determined to lcave the place. I
know how juftly hizh the chara@er of the noble lord ftands for na-
val reputation ; no man could efteem it in a higher degree than I did
niviely, before the tranfaction I am going to fpeak of. DPerhaps mv
difappointment was the greater on that uccount, and the eftimate I
made of the force of the enemy, was lefs from the opinion I had of
the vice admiral who commanded our fleet. I underftand his con-
dudt has received repeated applaufe from oificers of high reputation
in this Houfe, while I was abfent from ficknefs ; but this {hall not
prevent me from fpeaking my own opinion freely on this, and e-
very other fubje¢t. I have been told the two noble admirals
(Keppel and Howe) have been pouring incenfe on each other’s
heads in very copious ftreams. I agree they ftand in the moft re-
fpectable light on account of their former fervices ; and I alfo agree
with my friend below me, that in cafe any minifter has been guil-
ty of any improper conduét, that has driven fuch men from the
fervice of the tlate at this critical moment, when the exertions of
all good men are fo much wanted to repel the common enemy, that
{uch a minifter fhould feel the indignation of this Houfe, and of
his country at large. But if it fhould appear on the other hand,
that any fct of military men, in their feveral pretenfions, are be-
come too high for the ftate, I hope there is flill left in the nation,
virtue and fpirit fufhicient to repel fuch claims, and ability enouch to
be found in the naval department to refitt the power of our enemies,
even if the two noble admivals were no more.

Adminiftration has certainly great credit in difpatching the two
packets from Falmouth, to give the noble lord notice of the failing
of the ‘Toulon {quadron, and the packet thar did arrive in America
having fallen in with that {quadron, from cvery particular which
the captain related, it was evident to me, beyond a doubt, that
taey were bound to fweep the coaft of America, from Virginia
northward.  The packet arrived the 29th of June, and certainly
gave fufficient time for every preparation to be made for receiving
the enemy, who did not arrive off New York till the 1ith July.
W hether thofe preparations were made, or otherwife, is a quéﬂion
I fhall pot now enter into.—I mean at prefent only to take notice

- of fome affertions in a pamphlet that has been circulated with great

induftry, as prepuratory to mitlcad our Judgments in the queftion

of
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of to day. This performance I can hardly artribute to the noble
lord to whom it relates : it is too fulfome flattery to fuppofe he
had any fhare in it, or that he can give it the leaft countenance
now ; nor fhould I have envied his lordthip any of the praifes be-
ftowed by fo idolatrous an author, if he had not taken notice of fo
infignificant- a perfon as myfelf, and mifreprefented my opinions,
His patron might have enjoyed the glory of making a bridge of
boats to pafs the army over the rill that feparates Sandy Hook from
the main, with the affiftance of all the boats trom fifty fail of pen-
dants, four hundred tranfports, and two hundred flar boats, with-
out any interference of mine. I am willing the Houfe thould un-
derftand this marvellous work was equal to every thing in ancient
ftory, and even fuperior to Cefar’s bridge over the Rhine ; but in
that part which refpects myfelf T cannot fo eafily fubmit.

Now, Sir, I aflert before you, and the whole world, that what
1s imputed to me by the author of this pamphlet is not true, I ne-
ver obtruded myfelf into the fociety of anv fet of men; the mo-
ment I heard the French fleet had appeared, I thoughrt it my duty
to go down to Sandy Hook in the night to offer my poor fervices ;
neither did I ever bewail our deplorable fituation from the circum-
{tance of the French fquadron coming on the coaft of America.
1 thought it a lucky circumiftance. I exprefled that fentiment to
all with whom I converfed. I am glad I did not know the immi-
nent danger we were in until I came to this city, the centre of all
true intelligence, otherwife I might have pafled more uneafy hours.
1 alfo deny that I ever aflerted Lord Howe had a fuperiority over
the French fquadron, when they appeared off the port of New
York. If the noble lord can remember azy #//vg that pafled be-
tween him and a perfon of {o little confequence as my{elf, he muft
know, that fo far from entertaining that fentiment, when the noble
Yord talked of going ont of the harbour to zive them battle, 1 faid that
I thought he was not of fuflicient force to hazard an engagement ;
but I always thought, with a proper difpofition of his torce, he
was fully capable of defending the entrance of the harbour. What
I faid then, and what I affert now, is, that after the junétion of
the Cornwall of 74 guns, the Raifonable of 64, the Renown of 5o,
and the Centurion of §o, all keavy metal fhips, Lord Howe was
equal, if not fuperior in force to the French {quadron. I give it al-
fo as my opinion, with deference to better judgments, that when his
lordfhip appeared off Rhode Ifland, though he did not take the whole
of his force with him, that he was {uily equal to Monf. d’Eftaing,
and I reckon in the following manner :—His fizet was the beft man-
ned that ever went to fea, commanded by brave judicious officers ;
the French were ill manned and fickly, and damaged upon entering
and returning through the fire of the batteries on KRhode Ifland.
Ihfhall read the lift of the two fquadrons, and the manner I clafs
‘them.

H Guns

5:

Fulfome
flattery.

Ld. Howe
equal if nos
fuperior te

d'Eftaing.



54 Gowvernor fobnflone’s Speech on Lord Howe's Condac’l'in Americas,

Guns, Pounders. Guns,

: ; tch for Cef:
I efteem the Cornwall 54 18 & 32 {i;:ta;y Ig: ofa;;u‘ 74
Eaglc of 64 18

[§Y
-

Languedoc 84

Frperiment 5o 12 12 ]

Trident 64 18 21 } :

Roebuck . 44 ¢ 18 Tonant 8o

Ruifonable 04 18 24 } .

Theenix 144 9 18 Guerner 74_

Somerfet 70 18 32 He&or 74

Nonfuch 64 18 =% } ]

Richmond 212 Protefteur 74

St, Albans 64 18 24} ,

Venus 36 12 Zele 74

Ardent 64 18 24 } . .

Pearl 32 12 Marfeilles 74

Pretton o 12 24 } .

Apollo 212 Valiant 64

Ifis o 12 23] i

Vigilant 20 23 f Provence 64

Centurion §o 12 24

Sphinx 0 9 } Fantafque 64

Renown §o 12 24 Sagittaire 50
9 & 18 pounders.

Note. Lord Howve had, befides thefe, the Nautilus flocp of 18 guns,

Carcefs and Thunder bombs, Strombolo, Sulphur, and Jolcans Sirefbips,

Sfour row gallics, and two tenders, befides the Lewviathan, capable of

mounting 70 guns, and aclually carrying 44, lft at Sandy Hook ; and

the Nabob and Supply, two old Eaft India Jbips, taken into his Majefly’s

Service, and mounting 36 guns each, and 236 men, that (ailed with the

Seet, but avbich Lord Howe fent to the Weft Indies.  If too veak, why

leave the Leviathan bebind? Why detach the Nabob and Supply ?

Ld. Howe Wil any feaman fay that the jbips, as they are arranged, can be deemed

when fupe- iuferior in any point of the line? But the Languedoc wwas difmafled and

rior f%‘g“' Ioft ber rudder in the florm. The Marjeilles was difmafled in the florm,

i“:;?n dva%f The Cafar avas beaten by the Ifis, and drivin into Bofton. The Mon-

fraing lay mouth of 64 guns, another of Byron’s fynadron, tad joined Lord Howve

difmaied  at Sandy Hook on the 18th, yet & Efiaing lay at anchor in the open fea

;’V“hm 2°f Jor eight days, avbere be raifed Jury mafts, avithin 20 leagues of Sandy

jogucs O Hook. Lord Howe waited from the 17th to the 24th of Auguft bcfore
e followved, though be bad then confeffedly fo fuperior a force.

But it may be faid although Lord Howe had a fuperiority by
the addition of his heavy frigates, yet it was impoflible they could
be brought to act in the difpofition in which I have placed them.
‘This I admit, but at the fame time I contend, that Lord Howe had
a complete line of heavy fhips, capable of lying along fide the
P_‘rench thips, and in half an hour’s action, e‘very one knows the
line of battle muit be broken, when all the frigates could have come
to have acted to the utmott of their force. If this is not admitted,
it would be impoffible for Lord Howe, or any other officer, to have
availed himfelf of the advantage of any number of larger fhips ; for

fuppofing
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fuppofing his frigat®s had all been go gun thips, ftill no greater
number than the fhips oppofed to the enemy’s linie can act at the
“beginning, ‘unti_l they are broken and fcattered, which muft always
happen, as I faid before_, in half an hour in every fea engagement.
The generality of mankind are confounded in their opinions by the
weight of metal, and the number of guns ftated, without knowinz
the real circumftances attending thofe apparent difproportions. T
reckon an Englifh 64 gun fhip a match for any 74 gun thip out of
France. The difference between the aétual force of two fuch fhips
is not fo much as people imagine. They generally count the diffe-
rence of ten guns, butin fact the difference upon the real efficient
batteries is only two guns, the reft arifes from the guns on the quar-
deck and forecaftle, which are lizht, and are not of fuch confe-
quence, and are often in the way of working the fhip. Refpedting
the weight of metal, I think the Englifh 64 has a great advantage
over the French 74. Expericnce has convinced me, that the French
36 pounder (equal to our 42 pounder) is a gun that cannot he ma-
naged fufliciently quick. Whatever gun is above the feize of being
loaded by one man to a fpunge, and breeched about by one man to
a handfpike, I efteem too large for a‘tion. Ibclieve the 18 and 24
ounders, which all our 64 gun fhips curried, to be the fitteft guns
?or ufe in a clofe engagement ; the quicknefs of their fire, and the
* certainty of pointing them well and eafily, does morc than com-
penfate for the difference of damage when they hit. I do not fay
this will be the cafe in an engagement like Mr. Keppel’s, on ths
contrary tacks, where the thips came up icattered, and the enems
have time to lcad again before they mcet. Here the heavy grape
fhot does great mifchief to the fails and rigging. I {peak of a* clofe
engagement on the fame tack in the ufual manner. I think alfo,
that one of our new go gun fhips, with 12 and :4 pounders, is
-nearly a match for a French 64. What happened in this very tranf-
aétion will vindicate my opinion. The Ifis, one of the woril of the
5o gun fhips of Lord Howe’s fquadron, fell in with the Cefar, the
-tineft 74 of d’Eftaing’s fleet, and a flag fhip too, and in a fair cn-
- gagement the Ifis beat the Czfar. Much praife is undoubtedly due
to the captain, officers, and feamen of the Ifis, for this extraordi-
nary gallant ation, but it thews at the fame time that my opinions
are not extravagant. ‘The Jupiter, onc of our 5o gun thips, very
ill manned, has lately had an engagement with the Trident of 64
guns, and the iffue has been favourable to my opinion. The battle
was drawn without any claim to a fuperiority by the French thip.
I could give many proofs in the hiftory of naval engagements, that
my opinion is juftified by experience, nor do I know any inttance
where it can be contradi¢ted upon any trial that has been mude.
- But the Houfe will obferve by the lift of fquadrons which I have
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read, that no fuch difproportion of force exifted, becaufc any diffe- .

rence that may appear in the fhips of the line was fully compenfated
by the affiftance they would derive from the frigates, three of which
were two decks, and one (the Vigilant) an old India fhip of 20 24
pounders, Al the others, excepting the Sphinx, were heavy me-
tal frigates of 36 and 32 guns, carrying 12 pounders on the main
battery.~—Thefe, Sir, are the opinions which I am ready to avow‘i
H an
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and I have a certain convition in my own mind of the truth of
what I advance.

I am ftill at a lofs to know whether the noble lord himfelf really
thought his fquadron was inferior in force to that of Monf. d’Eftaing.
I have ncver heard this aflerted by any officer who ferved in the
fleet. I'have always heard it alledged, that his lordthip was ma-
neeuvering for the wind, and meant togive d'Eftaign battle, but
was prevented by the florm.  If fo, I conclude he expelted to de-
feat his opponent, which would have proved his fuperiority, and
I fincercly believe this would have been the cafe, had the two fqua-
drons engaged. As to all the dreadful confequences of famine, or
furrender of the army, which the noble lord has enumerated, fup-
pofing Monf. d’Eftaign had got poileflion of Sandy Hook, I cannot
fubfcribe to them in the extent he has ftated. I have been inform-
ed, that by driving Long Iidand there would have been found fix
months fubfiftence for the troops, befides the various means of ob-
taining fupplies through the found, while the blockade of that port
could not have been continued without relief above fix or eight
wecks at moit.

ADDRIESS v Lorp HOWE,
On bhis Condult in America.

My Lorp,

OUR Lordfbip is juftly refpefted for your moral charadter,
and T feel all the gratitude an individual ought to feel for
your former fervices. In 1755 your lordihip commanding the
Dunkirk of 60 guns, fired two or three broadfides at the Alcide of
64, on which fhe ftruck, being furrounded by Admiral Bofcawen’s
whole fleet. In 1757 in the Magnanime of 74 guns, you canno-
naded the fort on the ifle of Aix with fuccefs. In 1758 you was
commodore of a fquadron that covered our defcents on the coaft of
France, and fhowed great perfonal courage at the unfortunate re-em-
barkation at St. Cas. In 1759 you was prefent at the rout of Con-
flans’s fleet ; but your lordfhip, as well as every other man then pre-
fent, knows, that the weight of the action was fuftained by thofe truly
gallant offcers, Captains Dennis and Speke.  Your lordthip’s con-
duct on thefe and other lefs important occafions, gave the nation
hopes, that when you fhould be entrufted with a principal com-
man.d, you would acquire additional honour, and merit additionat
gratitude.  In what manner you have fulfilled the national expec-

tation, comes now to be confidered. -
. To form u jutt cftimate of your lordfhip’s fervices in America, it
15 neceflary to examine your condu@ on that ftation. Your cha-
racter has been of late fo puffed and blown up by the language of
flattery, and the hot breath of faction, that timid men have fup-
pofed it too cxalted for ferutiny ; but every man ought to be ame-
nable to his country. Imprefled with this fentiment, 1 fhall review
your operations on the coafts of America with a firm and decided

mmpartiality.

Your lordihip arrived off New Yok in July 1746, thereinforce-
wents arrived the middle of Auguft, and the operations commenced
the
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the 27th of thefame month. We have your lordthip’s own authority
for it, that Gen. Howe communicated to you his intention te attack
the enemy, and “¢ his wifhes that fome diverfion might be attempted
¢ by the fhips.” This your lordfhip literally performed, and made
only an attempt. But let us read your lordfhip’s own account : ¢ I
¢ “gave direction to Sir Peter Parker for proceeding higher up in
% the channel, towards the town of New York, next morning,
¢ (the 27th) with the Afia, Renown, Prefton, Roebuck and Re-
¢ pulfe, and to keep thofe thips in readinefs as occafion might re-
¢ quire; but the wind veering to the northward foon after day
¢ break, the thips could not be moved up to the diftance propofed;
¢ therefore, when the left column of the army were feen to be en-
¢ gaged with the enemy in the morning, the Roebuck, Capt. Ham-
* mond, leading the detached fquadron, was the only fhip that
¢ could fetch high enough to the northward to exchange a few
¢ random fhot with the battery on Redhook, and the ebb making
¢ ftrongly down the river foon after, I ordered the fignal to be
¢ fhewn for the fquadron to anchor.” A commander, my lord, of
common underftanding, who was anxious to perform his duty, would
not, like your lordfhip, have trufted to the chance of the wind
blowing favourably, for the placing his {hips in their proper fta-
tions, at the very inflant they were wanted there. He would the
day before have taken advantage of the fair wind that thez blew ;
for your own letter fays, that the wind did not veer to the north-
war({till after break of day on the 27th, which implies that previ-
oufly it had been fair ; but granting on the 26th that it was not
fair, that very circumftance was a ftrong rcafon for fending the fhips
up with the flood tide that very day, which would have car-
ried them nearly ¢ the diftance propofed ;" and then with
the next morning’s flood, which ever way the wind veered,
they might have been moved up to their ftations, ¢¢ iz readincfs for
¥ being employed as occafion might requive,” orin other words, they
might have afted with effet againft Redhook, bcing the right flank
of the rebel defences on Long Ifland, and alfo on the rear of their
right, at the very time the general was attacking them in front;
and under cover of the fhips, the bomb veflels directed by Col.

ames might have thrown fhells either into the rebel works on Long
ifland, or Governor’s ifland, or into both. This my lord, would
have been making an cffe€tual divertion, initcad of which you made
only an abortive attempt,

But my lord, according to your fagacious arrangement of the
time of proceeding, the leading fhip could only exchange a few
random fhot with the battery at Redhook; the others were prevent-
ed from alting at all; and the officers and men had only the plea-
fure of leoking on at a diftance, but not of aflifting in the battle.

You lay within a few miles of both New York and the rebel
works on Long ifland. If two flood tides would not have been fuf-
ficient to have carried up the fhips, you might have taken two and
twenty if neceffary, on the previous days. You faw the rebels
were determined to give battle in their then pofition. It was your
duty, as well as the general's wi/h to combine the land and water
attack. The {tation then for your attacking fhips before the attack
commenced, fhould certainly have been juft without the range of
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the enemy’s batteries ; being fo placed, one flood tide-carried them
into action. By neglecting thefe precautions of moving up when the
wind was favourable, or with the flood tides previouily to the day
of attack, your propofed diverfion mifcarried.- Did your lordfhip
think that operations cither by fea or land, could poflibly fucceed
without the ufe of rational means ?  Did your lordfhip think that
a fimple fignification of your fovereign will and pleafure, the mo-
ment vour operations were commencing, would render the ele-
ments fubmifiive to your nod?  Did your lordfhip dream that the
winds would be as obedient to your commands as the fun was of
old to thofe of Jofhua $—If you did, it is a pity fome of your fa-
vourite officers did not whifper in your ear,—that miracles had
long ceafed.

What vour lordfhip did the remainder of the 27th, and the
whole of the 28th, 29th, and morning of the zoth, you have not
thought fit to inform us. Certain it is, that the whole of the rebel
army on Long Ifland, that remained after the action of the 27th,
crofied an arm of the fea within a few miles of vour fleet. It was
no doubt prudent in vour lordhip not to mention the variations of
the wind during the sbove menticned days. But the flood tides
riivht have carricd vour fhips up to the batteries on Redhook and
Goverpor’s ifland, and a {pirited attack muft have demolifhed them.
—The laft is a fmall, low, flat ifland, the fire from the men of war,
if they had been brousht up, would have tore up the whole furface
ot it ; the grape fhot, and the men in the teps at fame time over-
looking and firing down upon the rebels, would have given us every
withed for advantage, and would have rendered 1t impotlible for a
rebel head to have appearcd without being inftantly blown to rags.
The filencing thefe works gave vou the command of that arm of the
fea called the Ealt river, and trretrievably cut off the rebel retreat.
The rebels were very deficient in cannon, they had few but what
were old and honeycombed ; many even on the grand battery in
the fort on York itland, the ftrongett battery in the revolted terri-
tory, were broken and defeétive, and fecured round with iron hoops:
fuch brittle artiliery would have hurt none but thofe who ufed it.
in 17602, that excellent oricer admiral Pococke, who fo often, with
a much inferioi force brat the enemy iatl war, placed three fhips a-
gaintt that high and almoit impregnable rock the Moro caftle, and

.mudie a very ferviceable diveriton in faveur of our land attack; a

tefperate fervice indeed, when compared to the teeble defences, and
wim batteries vhich were oppofed to vour numerous fleet.—But
vou, my lurd, with a much greater obje¢r in view, and an infinite-
i eafier tafk to perterm, managed fo aukwardly, and in fuch an
snfesmunlihe: manner, as to Jdo, jut nothing ‘at all. In 1758,
f{dmirﬂl 'E()"c;n'.'cn, that brave and adtive ofﬁéer, fent in his boats
wn the nigh it the harbour of Louttbourg during the fiege, un-
aer the very mouths of the cuemy’s cannon, and took two French
men of war. jsut your lordthip would not rifk a fingle man or thip
againi. a rebei badiery, thoneh the capeure of their whole army on
Lloug ihand mudt have been the conifequence of your alting with
vigour.  Iti. aferious truth, the general and your lordfhip acted
in concert. Me threw awayv three days in regular approaches, . a-
saiult a weak and extended cutrenchment, gearly two miles 1n

length,
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length, from which a defeated and panic ftruck enemy were run-
ning away every night ; and during all that time alfo” your lord-
thip lay fupinely inaltive, which gave the rebels all convenient
leifure and opportunity to efcape. Your unaccountable inattivity on
this important occafion, was an evident proof, either that you had
not a good will to the fervice, or that you had not a capacity equal
to your command. It was an unhoped for falvation to the rebels,
who had nothing before them but inftant death or captivity ;—1It
gave them an opening into the whole of your future condué ;—and
it confirmed the rebellion. You, mylord, are a very rigid officer ;—
you would have cafhiered, as far as yourown vote went, an inferior,
for a neglet of infinitely lefs importance; and perhaps you mighe
have thought it worthy of enquiry, whether that nesleét was wil-
ful or dccidental, whether it arofe from incapacity or difufie¢tion.

What fhare your lordfhip had in the ridiculous landing as Frog’s
neck, and in the more ridiculous ftay there, I {liall not at prefent
enquire. I {hull only obferve, thar if that abfurd bufinels was ow-
ing to the waiung for provifions, as the general has faid,—Where
were thofe hundreds of tranfports that were under your lordfhip’s
direCtion ? Where was your forefight, when you embarked an - ar-
my without their provitions ?

I {hall now attend your lordthip to INew York: There, it is de-
clared, you denicd the refugees permiilion to cruize againdt the re-
bel trade.  Your furly demeanor on that occafion, and the flern re-
ply you are faid to have made, (¢ poze 36 ) marls a ftrong an-
tipathy to thefe loyal and diftrefled fubjccts, and feemingly a warm
compaflion for their rebellious perfecutors,  How fuch an extrava-
gant {peech, univerfally faid at New York to have been uttered by
you, and which has never been contradicted, comported with your
fituation as commander in chicf of the King’s fleet, I leave your
{uperiors to determine.—But what I know to be fa¢t, is, that trom
that period wat/lthe day of your final departurc, cvery man of
common penctration defpaired of the Britith inteieft in America.
In Parliament you gave another colour to this part of your con-
dud, and in the true tile of oppofition, when vou had reafon to
expeét a heavy charge againft yourfelf,—vou brought an accufation
againft miniftry.  You aflerted that granting letters of marque at
New York was a prejudice to the King’s fervice, by encouraging
the feamen to defert. Yaur lordthip muflt be confcious in your
own mind, that this charge was not, nor could not be of any va-
lidity, when you reflett that you had it always in your own power
to take back from private equipments, not only any of your own men
who might have been feduced, but allo their whole thips compa-
nies, whenever you fhould fee caufe for fo doing. But if fagther
conviction fhould be thought neceflury, experivnce has fince fur-
nifhed us with an inconteflible argument. A more liberal policy
than your lordfhip’s wus adopted at home ; letters of marque were
ordered to be granted at New York ; the matter has been put to
proof ; and no fuch inconveniency as your lordfhip chofe to dread
has.enfued. The merchants there at iirft converted many of their
trading veflels, and afterwards their prizes into privateers, and the
additional hands wanted to man them has been fully fupplied by
engaging thofe who fled from the rebel oppreflions, many thoufand}
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of whom are now ferving on board of private cruizers, fitted out by
the loyal fubje&ts of New York.

Reafors for Byt whatever predilection your lordfhip might have for the re.

tefufing, bels, or however ftrong it might be, felf intereft, that admirable
quickner of mercantile ingenuity, fuggefted to the merchants, that
one powerful motive for your refufal, was, a defire to ber_:ef:lt the
navy ALoNE by the captures from the enemy, of which it is fufs
ficiently well known the commander in chief has oNE EIGHTH
rarT; but that of thofe taken by private fhips of war, he hag
NO PART AT ALL.

This opens a view to the wealth acquired by your lordthip. Un-
der the magnitude of Sir William Howe’s blunders and diffipation,
vour lordthip’s Funps feem to have efcaped the general attention.
It has been my tafk on this occafion to bring them forward along
with your lordfhip, however fhy you may be of public notice,
Though much has been faid of the general’s money acquifitions in
America, yet whatever he did make, it will be readily underftood,
that a cenftant attendance on the Pharo table is a matter of profit
and lofs, and that even amidft a {cene of plunder, where there are
many favourites, little is left for the principal. Befides his opportue
nities were fewer, and his favourites more numerous than your
lordfhips.—But as to you, my lord, you had no expenfive attach-
ments :—all that immenfity of wealth that flowed into your coffers,
~—THERE RESTED,

We come now to that ruinous expedition, which, if it was not of
17,7c0 fol- your lordthips own conception, had, at leaft, in all appearance,
s fea fop YOUT hearty concurrence ; and being altogether a fea manceuvre,
their health muit be charged in part to your account ;—that moft deftrutive o-

peration to the fouthward by the Chefapeak, which has involved
this fo lately flourithing empire in fuch mortifying and fhameful
difafters. I fhall not enter into a long comparative view of the pre-
ference a landing on the banks of the Delaware, ought to have had
over a landing on the banks of the Elk ;—a fea voyage to the fouth
ward in the midft of a campaign, when the northern army was ap-
proaching the head of the Hudfon, was at beft a wild plan; but
fuch a tedious one, as that to Chefapeak, in the very teeth of the
foutherly winds which prevail during that feafon, was one of the
moft frantic that could enter into the human mind. Yert diftra&ted
as was the fcheme and the execution,—advocates have been found.
A worthy knight in evidence has told us with a folemnity truly
Cervantic, ‘¢ that the fouth winds were attended with fuch un-
¢ common hot weather, that if the troops had been afhore at that
* time, they muft have fuffered exceedingly.” So, Heaven pre-
fe.rvc us ! .it was beneficial to the troops, and doubtlefs to the fer-
¥ice, to give the army a months cooling at fea, in the heat of the
campaign ! Indeed, there is fo much of the ridiculous blended with
the baneful in that Quixote expedition, that our paffions rife in
civil commotion, and involuntary laughter burfts from us, amidft
ftorms of indignation.—But let us quit this diftreffing topic, and
leave it with the general. :

There is an uniform perverfenefs in your lordfhip’s mind and
proceedings. The moment any bufinefs becomes your duty, you
feem to perfevere in counteracting it,  You adopted and perfifted in

Tour
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your fea campaign with our land army, contrary to common fenfe,
contrary to the opinion of every friend to this country ; and to car-
ry-your purpofe entered into a month’s conflict with oppofing eie-
‘ments.—All this you did, for no other reafon that we can perceive,
than becaufe it was your duty to do otherwife. But now at the
end of that unfortunate campaign, when it became your indifpen-
fible duty to order tranfports to Bofton, to embark Gen. Bur-
goyne’s troops as fettled by convention, you took the lead of the re-
bels, and were the firft to propofe a breach of that convention ; under
the frivolous pretence, that light tranfports could not gain the port
of Bofton atthat feafon. Thoufands of men, my lord, at that time
within your lordfhip’s communication could have informed you,
that for years they had feen and known veflels enter the port of Bof-
ton during every month in the winter, but more particularly at that
very feafon when your lordthip declared it fcarce practicable ; for
the latter part of the tall, and the beginning of winter, were always
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the periods in which moft of their trade arrived ; the north wefters

fcldom fetting in before Chriftmas ; and even a north wefter would
have carried the tranfports from New York to Martha’s Vineyard,
where they could have lain in perfect fafety till a fair wind {prung
up, 24 hours of which, would have put them fafe into Bofton har-
bour.”~ Sometimes in three, five, or feven years, veflels are blown
off the coall : veflels we know are at times blown off from every
coaft : but fuch unfrequent inftances by no means conftitute a ge-
neral impralticability of accefs in the months of October, No-

vember, and December. It was your duty my lord to fend the -

tranfports to Bofton if practicable ; of this you could be no judge ;
for you never made the attempt. The firft propofal for a breach of
the convention coming from your lordfhip, did not efcape the cb-
fervation of the rebel congrefs ; they made public mention of it
in one of their edits ; they thewed they were willing to profit by
your example ; and inftead of a partial breach of the convention as
propofed by you, they, by a fingle declaration annihilated the
whole.

1 thall but juft touch on your lordfhips conduct in winter 1474-8
at Rhode ifland. There you certainly was very happy, if fulfome
addrefles procured by your flatterers could make you fo. At this
time your orders ftripped New York of all the frefh provifions that
could be colle¢ted in that neighbourhood, and which even the two
deckers were employed in carrying to you. This my lord you did,
rather than diftrefs the rebel country around you, which was full
of live cattle, particularly Martha’s Vineyard, where Gen. Grey
foon after, by Sir Henry Clinton’s order, levied a contribution of
upwards of 10,000 fheep and bullocks. Thus my lord, the loyal
fubjects, the army and navy at New York, had all the frefh pro-
vifions carried off from them, whilft the rebels under your eye en-
joyed plenty and peace.

¢ come now, my lord, to your grand manceuvres in 1778,
when the French fleet appeared.  Governor Johnftone has already,
in a very mafterly manner, delineated your dilatory, indecifive,
wavering condu&@.” To his fpeech I refer the reader. Butl fhall
proceed to ftate fome things only flightly hinted at, or wholly paf-
fed over by him. '
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Your lordfhip informs us very guardedly, that you anchored of
point Judith Auguft the gth in the evening. Point Judith may be
about three leagues from Newport, the town you went to relieve.
But we know trom very good authority, that your lordfhip’s fleet
was feen by the garrifon of Newport in the morning of that day ;
and that an officer from the garrifon was inflantly fent off by Gen.
Pigot, to communicate to you their fituation and that of the enemy.
Ten fail of the French linte had entered the harbour the day before,
under a heavy fire from our batteries ; the other two fhips of the
French line were up the Narraganfet paflage ; and two of their fri-
gates in the Seaconnet paflage. An aétive and intrepid oflicer would
have ftood clofe in and blocked up the enemy in this divided itate,
or obliged them to fight, if they chofe to come out, under all the
difadvantages they neceflarily laboured under. But your lordthip
thought it bett to remain at « dittance, and the wind coming fair for
the enemy next morning, d’Eftaing very judicioufly took advan-
tage of your neglect, ftood out to fea, and united his fleer. It was
then your lordfhip, to ufe a fea phrafe, cut and run, as is faid, at
no fmall expence to the nation in anchors and cables. You, my
lord, had thirtecn line of battle fhips, from 5o to 74 guns, d’Eftaing
only fzvelee, from 5o to 84 guns. If your fhips in general were
not fo large as the TFrench, they were infinitely better manned.
You had the choice of feamen from many hundred tranfports,
and befides your marines, you had the veterans of our army.

The roth and part of the r1th you {teered from the enemy, ma-
nceuvering for the wind ; but faihing in that, you fay, vou * flior-
¢ tened fail about four in the evening to await the approach of
¢ the enemy, having fome time before moved” yourfelf * from the
¢¢ Eagle into the Apollo frigate, to be better fitvated for dircéting
¢ the fubfequent operations of the fquadron.” But a florm preven-
ted this feemingly intended engagement. Now, my lord, I fhall not
difpute your intention to engage; but I cannot acquiefce in thofe
ill placed and fulfome encomiums, which your partizans have la-
vifhed on your new manceuvre of quitting your fhip in the lige
of battle, and moving into a frigate, on the eve of a general a&ion.
I fhall not conteft your being better fituated for feeing the engage-
ment ; but I deny your being properly fituated. The commander
in chief fharing the dangers of battle, alts even as an incentive to
the braveft minds, efpecially if his force is ras - inferior to that
of the enemv. This, you have declared yours to have been.
Though few officers are of your opinion, as the French were both
fickly and ill-manned, and had been damaged in pafling and re-
pafling our batteries at Newport; whereas you had a co gun thip
more than the enemy, and the beft manned fleet that ever put to
{ca. Our Hznvke’s, Bofcawen’s, and Blake’s never dreamt of with-
drawing their perfons from the danger of battl, on a pretence of
being better fituated for diredting.  This nation originally gained
the fuperiority of the feas by our fighting admirals, but now we have
nearly loft it, by admirals who chufe to be derscr finared,

) But the imprudence of this innovation on the fervice i3 palpable.
You are at all times, as you atually was on this occullon, liable
to be feparated from your fleet by accidents of weather, in a very
poor flate of defence indeed for a commander in chief. Granting
the famc feparation when in a fhip of the line, at leutt no frigate or

irigates
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frigates of the enemy could make a prize of our admiral. Even
your lordfhip, four days after, appeared to be fenfible of your for-
mer folly ; for when you heard a firing, you proceeded not in a
frigate, but in the Centurion. This innovation alfo always ex-
poles you to be captured by the enemy, if they fhould be ftronger
in frigates; or at leaft to have * your better fituation” not a little
difcompofed, if but a fingle frigate thould attack you, as might
have happened very probably in this cafe, the enemy having the
weather gage. Surely, my lord, it was a glorious fituation for
you, to be tumbling about in a difmafted fiigate, gaping around
you for you fleet, and your fleet fcattered on the fea in fearch of
you! You cannot forget, my lord, thatin this ridiculous diftrefs,
when you was hurrying from the Apollo into the Pheenix, and
from the Pheenix into the Centurion, and from the Centurion back
again to the Pheenix, like 2 man out of his wits, that your blun-
dered upon the French fleet, and was happy in effeting a fecond
efcape. So much for this novelty of your lordthip’s introduétion,
The fhort hiftory of your expedition to Newport is this: you
failed to relieve 1t, and ran away the day after you got fight of it :
you failed to meet the French, then ran away from them, then
waited for them, then blundered upon them by accident, and fi-
nally efcaped to New York-

Your lordfhip is much refpetted by every man of fecling and for-
titude, for the juftice you have done to the refolute efforts of Cap-
tains Dawfon¥*, Hotham, and Raynor, all in 50 gun fhips, in
their feveral engagements with the Languedoc, Tonant and Cafar,
of 84, 80, and 74 guns. Thefe are noble examples of the {pirit
of your officers. It is greatly to be regretted you did not lead them
on to a more general trial,

On the 15th, my lord, you faw ten fail of the French fquadron
at anchor within 20 leagues of Sandy hook ; you knew two of them
were difmafted ;"you got to the Hook the 17th ; there you found your
whole fleet. The Monmouth of 64 guns, one of Admiral Byron’s
fquadron joined you the next morning. Your fleet had fuffered no
material damage in the late ftorm, by your ownaccount, if we except
the bowfprit of the Raifonable, and mainmaft of the Cornwall, which
were {prung. Had you left thefe two behind, though in their then
ftate, they might furely have been cfleemed equal to any French dif-
mafted fhip, you had fhill 12 thips complete to attack the 10 French,
two of which at leaft, were difinafted, as your letter telis us. Would
fuch a favourable opportunity, my lord, have been refufed by any
enterprizing officer, zealous for the honour of the navy, zcalous

* Capt. Dawfon has commanded a King’s fhip on the American
ﬁatilm, Jor nolefs a time than 14 years in continuance, excepting one
wvoyage to Portfmouth, He is greatly d/_'/iiugz./ij/;ed Jor bis wigilance,
ativity, and fpirit,  The latter be difplayed in an eminent degree at
the beginning of the rebellion, in an engagement <v'th a weffel of [uperior
Jorce in the bay of Baffon ; and in the attack on the fort at Michias in
1777, under Sir George Collier, in avhich capedition that fort, three
rebel magazines, and 30 fail of Jhips and fchooners avere defiroyed.
And yet by the printed lifts, it does not appear, that he /a5 bad intereft
enough te obtain the rank of poft captain, p
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for his country’s welfare ? Had you embraced this glorious occa-
fion, in the manner you ought to have done, and put to fea againon
the evening of the 17th, with only the 11 fhips that were in com-
plete order,—the French in fuch wretched condition only a few lea-
gues diftant, you muft have fallen in with early on the 18th, when
two of their fhips from five in the morning to near eleven, were in
chace of Admiral Byron in the Princefs Royal of'go guns then a-
lone ; and in yourprozrefs out youmuft alfo have met the Monmouth.
In that cafe, my lord, we cannot doubt but it would hav.e been
¢ a proud day for England.” Your fuccefs too, at this time,
would have given us the whole rebel army befieging Newport ;
for you had almoft a certuinty of reaching Rhode ifland before the
goth, the foutherly winds, your lordfhip zzew, are almoft conftant
at that feafon, your arr’val would have ifallibly cut off the retreat
of the rebel army. And as Sir Henry Chlinton got there the
31ft with the army from New York, the whole of the rebels muft
either have {urrendered or been ftarved upon the fpot for want of
provifions. In fuch a fituation we would not have had the trouble
of fighting them. A ftroke like this would nearly have crufhied the re-
bellion, and certainly would have faved Dominica, St. Vincent’s,
and the Grenades. In this eafy manner, mv lord, might you by a
little goodwill, and but a little promptitude and fpirit, have not
only gained for yourfelf immortal glory, and the eternal oratitude of
a generous people ; but for your country, you would have retrieved
all that your brother had loft us ;—you would have wiped off the
ftains of all that thame and misfortune with which he had covered
us.—But, my lord,—the navy in you,—/fa-v the brother of the Ge-
neral!—Glorious opportunities hourly offering, and hourly rejeéted!
If your lordfhip thought the relief of Newport a more important
object, than the total deftru&ion or capture of the French fleet,
though they luy fo near to you, that you could hardly put to fea
without falling in with them,—Why did vou not inftantly bear away
for Newport 2 But either of thefe would have been doing capital
fervice, for which reafon, we fuppofe, you did neither. One thing
indeed you did, which gave us a decifive proof of your weaknefs,
or of your difguft at the bufinefs, in which, unhappily for us, you
was employed,—you difpatched the gallant Sir James Wallace in
Queft of News to Newport.,  You expofed that brave officer to be
overpowered by the whole French flect; he only efcaped through
his own intrepidity, fuperior feamanfhip, and fuperior knowledge
of the coaft. Thus, my lord, with two grand national objefts in
view, and prefling themfelves upon you,—vou idled away a week
in port, keeping 14 fuil of the line to repair a {prung bowf{prit and
mainmaft.  Whilft you was {6 notably occupied in this important
bufinefs, d’Eftaing with the alertnefs of an ofhicer who faw his dan-
ger, though God knows he was in none from you, raifed jurymafts
and ftecred for Rhode ifland, where he arrived the 20th off New-
port, and failed for Bofton the 22d, being unfit to keep the fea,
and ftill, though without reafon, afraid of your cruthing him in
his helplefs condition. ~As for your lordfhip, you only crept out
of port the 24th, after being repeatedly affured that he was gone
oft. ‘Then, it 1s true, you followed him, but fhill after your own
manner, and arrived time enough to fee him fafe at anchor in Bof-
ton harbour, and covered with batteries juft conftruded, which
would
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would have deprived you of the inclination to attack him, had you
ever poflefled it. In this manner, my lord, d’Eftaing, who was farther
from Newport than you, who was difmafted, and who had j ury mafts
to ere&, got to Newport five days before you ftirred one inch ;—be-
fore you, my lord, who had only to put to fea with 11 fail of the line
undamaged.

When you fled before him from Point Judith, you run him al-
moft out of fight the firlt 24 hours. according to your own ac-
count !—But when you was to puriue, you had a bowfprit and
mainmaft to refit !-—Eleven fail of the Britifh line in complete or-
der, could not overtake ten fail of French crippled and difmafted.
—Yet the French lay eight days in this difabled condition, with-
in 20 leagues of the gredt Lord Howe, raifed jury mafts, then made
avoyage of near an hundred leagues, and befides that were feveral
days a head of him before he crawled out of port.—And what was
the great Lord Howe doing all that time with his fourteen fail of
the line P—PaTiExcE Gracious HeAveEN! Repairing a Bow-

Jprit and a Mainmafi.

Ican truft myfelf no longer on this fubjedt, and your lordfhip
“will readily acquiefce in my quitting it. I thall take my leave with
the following obfervations, which you, my lord, and a fuffering
nation, well know where to apply.

Chufing our commanders out of thofe factious parties which have
always moft wickedly oppofed every meafure of government, feems
to have overwhelmed this il fated country with the moft alarming
misfortunes, and moft humiliating difgraces. The daring factions
that reign in this kingdom appear deftitute of every laudable prin-
ciple. They exert theinfelves in parliament, in calling for cvery
fort of information that can reveal our plans, or expofe our weak-
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nefs to the enemy. Out of doors numberlefs publications are diffe- @ppotrion
minated to lower the funds, to ruin the public credit, and to in- comman-
fufe diftruft and difmay in the hearts of the people. Even trcafon ¢ers ruin
is fulminated from the pulpit; yet from the bofom friends of fuch thenation-

men have we taken our commandcrs.  Jz confequence, we have feen
one general leave another to be fwallowed up by the rebels, and re-
treating from the enemy on fhore, exhibita new wonder to the
world,—a land campaign coaverted into a fummer voyage. This is
opening a new fource for the genius of pantomime; and though
fuch an eccentric notion might have fucceeded with Harlequin, it
may ruin anation. We have feen onc admiral fly before an enemy,
whom he went to fight, and from a garrifon which he failed exprefi-
ly torelieve ; and {oon after, when he faw with his own cyes, the
enemies capital fhips difmafled, he loitered away the time, though
his force was then fuperior, whillt the enemy towed their dif-
abled fhips, from under his nofe into port. We have fcen
another fight an equivocal battle againit an inferior fleet, in
which two vitories were gained and nobody defeated. Such novel
campaigns, befides the misfortune that atrends them, are not only
difgraceful to us, as a nation, in the eyes of all mankind, but this
difgrace is accumulated beyond the power of addition, by our be-
ing mobbed and ricted into illuminations of cur own infamy! If a
drunken mob appals us, where is the vigour with which we are to
oppofe and to combat rebellion, and a forcign enemy ?
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FREDERICK MONTAGUE, Efq; inthe Chair.

Farr CORNWALLIS.

He wvas called iny and svas iadnlged svith an armed chair <ithin the
bar; ke avas placed berzvcen thc bar and the table 5 be fat two or
three minutes svith bis hat on ; but svhen the examination began, he
rofe, and gave his anfivers uncovered,

Examined by Siv 117 am Hoave,

I AM happy to take this public opportunity to declarc my great
regard and veneration for the character of Sir William Howe.
Charafter I think he has deferved greatly of his country ; and has ferved it
of General with fidelity, affidvity, and great ability. I beg the Houfe will
Howe: underftand T do not come here to anfwer queftions of opinion, but
;lueﬂions of matter of fact ; the private opinions of a fubordinate of-
icer can give very little fatisfaction ; they may not do juftice to the

charalter of the honourable general, or to my own,

It is extremcly difficult to obtain from the inhabitants a know-
ledge of the fuce of the country : itis in general fo covered with
wood, and fo tavourable to ambufcades, that reconnoitering can
afford but an imperfect knowledge : I never faw a ftronger or more
defenfive country. Our movements were much embarrafled and res
tarded in the field by the difficulty in getting provifions, and from
the clofenefs of the country. Idid not fee the cnemies lines at Brooks
lyn; I was on the left; 1 never heard it fuggefted that they could
have been carried by affault, It was fuppofcd at that time the enc-

my *g
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my’s main ﬁrftngth was on York ifland. I'know of no delay in land-
ing on York ifland ; the preparations partly depended on ‘the naval
department ; nor of any avoidable delay prior to the moving
from it. From political motives, the general’s reafons for not at-
tacking the enemy’s cntrenchments O¢tober 28th, after the de-
feat of the corps on their right, cannot be explained. The coun-
try in their rear appeared ftrong. I could not have purfued the c-
nemy from Brunfwick without greatly diftrefling the troops. We
could not pafs the Delaware at Corriels ferry ; there were no boats ;
the river not fordable. I fuggefted taking poft at Trenton and Bur-
denton ; I think myfelf bound to anfiver for it; the holding fo
large a part of the Jerfeys; 3 or 400 inhabitants taking the oaths
every day for a leaft ten days; the obtaining forage and provifions,
made it advifeable : human prudence could not torefee the furren-
der of Col. Rhall’s brigade. I have the higheft opinion of thofe
brave troops : the imprudence and negligence of that officer occafi-
oned the m'sfortane : on all other occafions thefe troops behaved,
and I dare fay ever will, with the greateft courage : this very bri-
gade at fort Wafhington, wus the admiration of the army.

In the beginning of 1777, Sir William Howe took great pains to
be informed of the enemy’s fituation at Middlebrook ; but the in-
telligence was by no means encouraging. There were folid reafons
againft attempting the Delaware through the Jerfeye. No delay
in moving to and embarking from Staten ifland. I muft decline a-
ny reference to private confultations. Whether the expedition to
Pennfylvania was a powerful diverfion in favour of the northern ar-
my is matter of opinion. 1 heard 2000 rebels under Maxwell rein-
forced Wafthington after the battle of Brandywine. The manceuvre
that brought on that buttle reflects the higheft honour on Sir Wil-
ham Howe. The Schuvlkill is not fordable on the Derby route :
it would not have been eafy to have croffed there.  Col. Donop de-
fired me to reprefent that he had not been fufficiently confidered :
Sir William Howe directed me to affure him, the firlt opportunity
fhould be taken to give him a fuitable feparate command. Col. Do-
nop was much pleafed with his command againft Redbank ; his or-
ders were difcretionary. I never heard Licut. Gen. Knyphaufen
was diffatisfied with them. Col. Stirling while at Billing{port with
three battalions reprefented to me at Philadelphia, that he could
not proceed to Redbunk without a confiderable reinforcement.
An extraordinary florm of rain, which broke down the dvkes and
damaged the works, much retarded the attack on Mud iflund.

Examinedby Lerd Howe. When I mentioned the landing on
York ifland depended much on the naval department, I did not
mean to hint there was any unneceflary delay. 1 can affure the
Houfe, while the noble lord commanded in America, the troops
met with all poffible affiftance from the navy ; the greateft harmony
fubfifted between them ; his lordfhip’s charucter cannot be more re-
vered by the feamen, than it is by the foldiers.

Examined by other Memlers. 1 never heard the enemy at Brook-
lyn were retiring. There was no getting behind the enemy’s lines
without forcing them. I do not know thefe lines were complete ;
I did not fee them during the uction ; T was detached to Newtown ;

on
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on my return they were nearly demolifhed. It was reported the res
bels had 6 or 8coo men on Long ifland.

At Brunfwick we arrived the night of Dec. 1ft, after a march of
20 miles ; very bad roads; our fubfiftence only flour; conftant
marching prevented baking the flour; the art}llery and baggage
horfes were quite tired ; that proves our not bemg: ina good con-
dit'on for a long march ; the bridge over the Rariton was brokeny
which ftopped us one day ; if the enemy could not have paffed
the Delaware at Trenton, they might have marched down the eaft
fide of it ; we could reap no great advantage from fuch a purfuit,
I think the troops with mc were two battalions light infantry, two
of Britifh and three of Hellian grenadiers, the 42d and 33d regi-
ment..  The fourth brigade under Gen. Grant {even miles in- our -
rear at Bonham rown. Alfo two companies yagers, and 16th light
drivoons. Col. Griffin, a rebel adjutant general met me, I was un-
willing he fhould fee the troops they were fo few. The troops
were in condition to march betore the 6th Dec.  Our left column
reached Prince town on the 7th an hour before fun fet ; the fecond
column between nine and ten at night : I underftand part of the ene-
my quitted Prince town that morning ; I know not their number ;
they were faid to be without artillery or baggage ; I do not recol-
le¢t our numbers, I cannot fpeak to the enemy’s rear paifing the
Delaware on the §th ; they kept a fmall detachment in Trenton till
we got near it; I do not think their vear was in any danger from
us that day. Though the troops were able to purfue before the 6th,
yet as the enemy had fo much the ftart of us, there was no
oreat objeét for the march ; we wanted reinforcement for the com-
munication between Brunfwick and Amboy; and a confiderable
body of troops then paffing the North river under Gen. Lee, re-
quired fome attention. I know of no promifes about Dec. zoth,
1570, from any chiefs in Pennfylvania to aid Gea. Howe.

Amertca is a very ftrong country, very rugged, very hilly, and
very woody ; this 1s in fome degree applicable to all parts in v_vhich
I ferved. I know little of raifing the provincial troops. Breadth
ct the found between Long iffand and New York about 1000 or
1200 yards. I know no place where we could have taken poft fo as
to difcern what was pafling at Brooklyn. [His lordfbip wvould not
repeat private converfation, as to Sir Henry Clinton’s not believing it
Poffible that Sir William Hoxve intended carvying the army to the fouth-
wward.] 1 have been up and down the Delaware, but only in the
night.  From the Elk to Philadelphia, plenty of provifions ; we
rcceived no provifions from the Delaware till we reached Philadel«
phia. I told Col. Donop that Sir William Howe by no means
wiflied him to facrifice the troops ; that if Redbank could not be
cafily carried, to give notice, and reinforcements and artillery
ithould be fent him ; but that if it could be eafily catried, the genes
ral withed him to bru/guer laffaire. I do not know how near the
grenadiers and 33d purfued the enemy to their lines at Brooklyn,
or that it required repeated orders to make them defift. After the
cneray fell back to the heights near North caftle, they left a corps
on the heights of the Wihrite plains : orders were given for an attack,
but a violent rain prevented. Rain fpoils roads, and prevents
drawmg artillery up ftecp hills. Lucfls If the powder was wet, an

attack
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attack-might have been made with bayonets # 44/, T do not think
I faid the powder was wet. The foldiers generally carried on their
.back three days provifions, fometimes four days. On carriy?rres
and horfes in Pennfylvania, we could carry more than in the ]erfe;s ;
22 days rum, 6 days pork, 12 or 14 days bread, as we trufted to find
flour and cattl€ in the country ; in the Jerfeys we muft have carried
more meat, and lefs bread and rum. [His lordibip refufed again Sir
William’s reafons againfi attacking the encmy at White plains,” Would
not anfwer the queftion, Did the Heffians refufe to charge ? but repeat-
ed bis encomiums on the Heffians.] Sir William Howe was highly e-
fteemed by the officers and foldiers of the urmy. I underftood it to
be the general’s direCtions to halt at Bruniwick ; but could I have
ftruck a material ftroke I thould have moved forwards. I think I
received no reinforcements between the 11t and the 6th.  Sir Willi-
am Howe joined me on the 6th with the 4th brigade, and then I
went on under his orders.

Major-Gexerar GREY.
He was indulged with a Clair wvithout the Bar,

Examined by Sir William Ilozce,
THE Americans in general fo very much againft us, they
deferted the country wherever we came. and no intelligence
could be depended upon.  The part I faw is the ftronsefi country
I ever was in ; every where hilly, covered witlt wood, interfcted

Gen. Grev's
deleription

by ravines, creeks, and marfhy grounds. Little or no knowledge of America

could be got by reconnoitering, Beft calculated for the detenfive;
every one hundred yards that T have feen might be difputed.
Could feldom march but in one column, confequently very flow.
A fironger or more folid diverfion could not have becn made in fa-
vour of the northern army, than the expedition to Philadelphia,
'The divifion of the army at Brandywine was a mailerly movement,
deceived the enemy, and brought on the «ction with alinoft cer-
tainty of fuccefs. After the action every thing was done that could
be done, another action was once nearly eftected, but the weather
prevented and rendered it impoffible. The route by Derby might
have retarded the poffeflion of Philadelphia, the bridse being de-
ftroyed, we croffed the neareft ford. The fords below were guard-
ed with cannon. No improper lenity was fhewn. Luying the
country wafte would have been attended with much inconvenience
to the troops in cafe of revifiting the fame parts; it would not have
terrified them into obedience ; it would have been highly blameable
without very decifive orders to have carried on fo horrid a war.
Troops could not.be fpared to occupy Red bank, as gooo men
were then detached at Philadelphia and Wilmington ; if they could
they would have been expofed to the fire of the gallies and other
veflels. Heavy rains and high tides much delayed the ficze of
Mud Ifland. The enemy were fo ftrongly pofted at Whitc marfh
it would have been highly imprudent to attack them : and at Val-
ley Forge fo ftrong both by art and nature it would have been very

unjuitifiable, I know of no omiffions ; Sir William Howe didhall
K that

and people.
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that was poffible for the king’s fervice and the honour of the Britith
arms. In the beginning of 1777 it would have been wrong to
have attacked at Middlebrook, in that ftrong country with as ftrong
a one in the rear. - , .

Examined by other Members, 1 do not know the height of the
point at Red bank, nor of the gallies ; nor what angle their cannon
muft have been placed in ; nor if the breeches of the cannon muft
have been lowered ; butI know Donop’s troops fuffered greatly from
them. I arrived June gth, 1777, we paffed to Amboy the r1th;
troops cannot take the field till there is a fufficiency of green forage.
The enemy were very far from contemptible. Any great lofs on
our part not be rccovered that campaign ; the Americans could re-
cruit at pleafure ; the fame army attacked us at German town, though
they had been defeated three weeks before at Brandywine.

On Hudfon’s river I think Wathington would have avoided an
action, and thrown great force into the highland forts ; if Sir Wil-
liam Howe had gone up, Walhington might have cut off his retreat
and provifions. Sir William could not have prevented him doing
this with eafe. I think that with the prefent force in America there
can be no expetation of ending the war by force of arms. Wath-

Strength of ington as ftrong at Middlebrook and Brandywine as during my time

the rcbels

in America. At Brandywine he had 15,000 or 16,000 regulars,

11777 and befides militia ; I believe 15,000 men under arms. At Monmouth

1773,

Againft
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court houfe in 1778, he had about 14,000. I left America No-
vember 28th, 1778 ; our provincials were then called 6ooo, but not
complete. Wathington was fuppofed 10,000 men at Valley Forge.
I never was up the North river ; I have heard it is a {trong coun-
try. From New York to Albany better than 150 miles. Sir Wil- |
liam Howe muit have poflefied both fides to have fupplied his army
by water, or before frigates or floops could have attended the army.
No hopes of conquering America with the prefent force there; an
army hrtle fuperior would by no means end the conteft ; even with
a very fuperior army it would be very uncertain. I never thought
our army there any ways adequate to the purpofes of conqueft.
No more lenity fhewn than would have been to a foreign enes
my. Severity would not now fignify. Every place was fo totally
deferted that we got very little but by going into the woods for the
cattle.  Impofible to prevent the driving off cattle there.

I looked on it impoflible to land high up in the Delaware,
from the very great force of the enemy in gallies, fire-rafts, and
fire-fhips. If we had landed below Newecaitle, the march would
have been more difficult than going by Chefapeak ; Cecil court
houfe where the troops landed quietly, was only 16 or 17 miles
from Newcaftle, I do not think the army could have landed at
Ne»ycaﬁle fo eafy as at the Elk river ; the march would have been
as difficult ; there would have been 8 or g creeks and rivers to pafs
befides the Schuylkill. I don’t know landing would have been
practicable above or about Newcaftle ; the boats and tran{ports to
land 14 or 15,000 men, the river full of fire-rafts, fire-thips and
gallies, and the flrong tides would have made it very difficult,
Some provincials were raifed in Pennfylvania, I cannot tell their
numbers ; nor that Wathington’s army was diminifhed by march~
ing fouthward ; he always feemed to have force enough, I think
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if Wathington had a wifh it would have been for Sir William
Howe to have gone up the North river. The evacuation of Phi-
ladelphia had the very worft effe¢t; many who held out till then took
the oaths to the States ; and it threw a damp over the whole army.
You can never determine the war now by depopulating the country ;
they would not fufier you to do it ; it would be a very bad way of
doing it. It is impoffible to carry on any very important operation
at a diftance from the fleet, unlefs you have a navigable river, and
are mafters of both fides of it, with veflels to carry the ftorcs.
We could not get fufficient provincial troops to defend Philadelphia,
whilft we carried on operationsat a diftance. Gen. Grant’s return
and the gooo men going out, would be far from adequate now to
ending the conteft. A defeat of the Americans can hardly be deci-
five; the country renders a retreat in gencral fo very fecure.
There might be a few deferters from the Germans as is ufual in all
armies. From Newecaftle to Cecil court houfe is 16 or 17 miles.
I muft fpeak at random if I mentioned the number neceflary to end
the war with fuccefs. Sir William Howe did not confult me on the
expedition to Philadelphia. Sir William to have done any good
up the North river, muft have eftablifbed himfelf on both {ides,
that would have fo weakened him that Wathington might have at-
tacked him at any time ; or if he marched too far up, Wathington
might have come between him and New York.  Walhington would
have croffed at King’s ferry, or any where between that and the
Highlands. It would have been very difficult, if not impofiible, to
have gone as high as Alfopus; the forts in the Highlands muft firit
have been taken ; and if Gen. Howe had fat down before them,
Wafhington would certainly have come berween him and New
York. There appeared more friends to us in Pennfylvania, but
they did not join us in arms. [ intermixed with the inhabitants
in Pennfylvania and Jerfeys. From the time I landed, the begin-
ning of June 1777 to the 20th of November 1778, there was not
in my opinion, a number of troops in America altogether adequate
to the fubduing that country. I don’t think Gen. Howe could
have taken the Highlands: he muft have beficzed them in the face
of a fuperior army, and Wafhington placing himfelf betsween him
and New York. 1 have been in the Jerfevs, and from the head of
the Elk to Philadelphia. I fpoke of the part I huve beenin. At
prefent the King’s authority extends no farther than York Iland
and its dependencies, Staten and Long Ifland. 1 confidered the
country that I faw and the troops ; and that our army wus not ade+
quate to the conqueft.

SikR ANDREW SNAPE HAMMOND,
Examined by Sir William and Lerd Howe, May 1115,y 1779,

I Commanded a fquadron of frigates on the coafts of Delaware
and Virginia a year and a half. I was employed feveral months
in watching the motions of the rebels on the Delaware, before the
arrival of our fleet off the entrance of that river on the 3oth of July,
1777 + the Britifh fleet were 250 fail. 1 don’.t know any river fo
difficult of navigation ; large ﬂli}gs can only pafs at certain txmes( }of

2 e
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the tide. T reported that day that Wafhington had croffed the Dee
laware, and was marching down to Wilmington. From Cape Hen-
lopen up to Reedy ifland is marthy, low land, very full of creeks;
the communications with the upland only by caufeways; from
Reedy ifland to Neweaftle, fome places marfliy and in others fome
tolerable landing places : from Reedy ifland to Chefter the channel
fo narrow till you pafs Newcattle, the fleet would have required 4
miles anchorage, lying within cannon fhot of the fhore in all places,
within mutket fhot in fome : the tides run between 3 and 4 miles an
hour : the rebel water guard 2 frigates at Philadelphia; and at Mud

Rebel wa- ifland a fhip, 18 cightecn-pounders ; a frigate, 28 twelve-pounders;

ter force. 5 xebecks, 2 twenty-four pounders in bow, 2 eighteen-pounders in
their ftern, and 4 nine-pounders in their wait cach ; a brig, 16 fix-
pounders ; 2 floating batteries, oneof 1 2 eightecn-pounders, the other
of 10, the guns moveable on either fide ; 13 row gallies each 1 gun
from 32 to 18 pounds ; 36 row boats or half gallies, each a 6 or a
4 pounder; 2§ or 3o firc-rafts of ¢ ftages cach, chained together.
Our fhips, boats, and {mall armed vetlels not adequate to oppofe
them on night fervice, the Cornwallis galley excepted.

Examined by other Members.  Between Reedy ifland and Newcaf-
tle marfhy, with fome landing places ; above Newcaftle to Wil-
mington creek an entire marfh.  An army can land any where,
where there is no oppofition : I underftood Wathington was at Wil-
mington with his whole army. I /uppo/i the rebel army would have
marched to the fpot where our troops meant to land, A land officer
can only anfwer whether the rebels could have kept Newcaftle, if
they had marched there. I think the rebel army was at Wilming-
ton the 3oth of July. Quefl. Do you fee any reafor to have pre-
vented the rebels from marching to Elk, in the fame manner as you
Juppofe they might have marched from Newecaltle to Wilmington ?
Anf, 7 lave little kaowwledye of the marching of armies. By the map,
from Newcaftle to Elk is 17 miles ; from Cape Henlopen to Elk,
350. The Chefapeak navigation in general eafy ; there are fome
difficulties. Diftance between Reedy ifland and’ Newcaftle g or 6
miles. Any where between the fhoals the fleet would have been
expofed to the fire-rafts, Queff. Was not the fleet oz returning to the
Delaware expofed to the fire-rafts ¢ Anf, They came in detachments,
and we then poflefled the lower chevaux de frize : that was 18 or
20 miles from Reedy ifland.  Quef. Might not the flect have gone up
in detachments the 30th of Fuly?  nf. That depends on the coms-
manding officer. The breadth of the river at Newcaftle is 3 miles ;

Defeription the navigable channel 2 miles; and below much narrower ; the
of the De- narrowcft part between the Pickpat fhoals and fort Penn half a

laware at H . . -
Neweatie. mile. For the fleet to come to anchor oft Reedy ifland fit for land-

ing the troops, would have taken 4 or ¢ days, with a fair wind 3 or
4 days. The enemy’s water guard would have been the greateft
impediment in landing the troops, the row gallies in particglar go
in thoal water, and would lie on the flats of the river, where ouf
Thip guns could not bear on them. The {hip guns could certainly
bear on the bite at Newcattle. Ido not know how the ebb tide
runs in the St. Lawrence, the Humber, or the Severn. I think
3 and a half knots a very rapid tide. I never heard the St. Law-
rence runs 10 knots an hour. The ftronger a tide runs, the dan-

ger
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er from fire-rafts greater, if the channel is the fame. Oppofite
%Tewcaﬂle they would have floated on every part of the river, but
as they were direted by the gallies they would onlyv be ufed in the
channel. The enemy’s water force wus contiruéted to fire in the

fiream of the tide : The tide runs too rapid tor fhips of war to ride

with {prings on their cables ; I had found the gallizs troublefome,

and little in my power to annoy them ; they wure now ilvonger ;

and would not have been idle on an occafion {6 important as land-
ingourarmy. On the 7th and 8th of My 1776, 13 gallies with fue

thips, came within point blank fhot, and hal two cngarements with

me, one of § hours, the other of 6 hours; I had two men killid, , ficates
6 wounded, the mafts much damaged, and che fuils all ufelefs. beat tie re-
The gallies were fo finall that it wus ditficult to hit them with our hel wates
cannon fhot. Ihad the Rocbuck of 44 cuns, Liverpool 28 guns, force.
and 2 armed tenders ; the Liverpool w J@dum;(gcd, and feveral men
wounded. Onthe 3othof July Lord Howe had 2 fitty gun thipsand 3
frigates. Thad the Roebuckand 3 frinates in the Delinyare. When the

rebels burnt fire-rafts, the gallies never quitted them till they were

within half gun-fhot.  They attacked me firlk off Chetler ; un itland

direitly off, with a fhoal extending from it, reduces the channcl

to one-third of a mile wide, we were taking men on board, wichin
half-gun thot, they lighted the fire-rafts and fired from the gallics,

the tide run very ftrong, the fhips were foread to tlip their cables,

when they caft, their guns reached, and drove the gullies off, and

the boats towed the firc-rafts on fliore @ the fhips run great rifk of

being a-ground. The precautions taken prevented the fire-rafts tak-

ing effe®t.  Qrefl. This happened where the river was only one-third

of a mile avide, at Wewcaitle the chanindd is five miles wvide, mizht

not the admiral’s kill and precaution have equally prevented it at
Newcaftle, had the fleet wone up the zoth of July? /0 It

would have then been fo capital an objuct to the enemy, that they

would have a&ted in the night with all theirforce; and if they had be-

haved with fpirit they muit have put the flcct in confufion; we had

no boats proper to withftand their 36 row boats and 13 gallies. I

think it very, poible for the gallies to have pafled between the fri-

gates and towed their fire-rafts down to the fect. The gallies could Drnger
lay in fhoal water till they had cficcted their purpole, and then have f."fl’"‘l‘hc
run into any ercek above or below, there is thoul water on each ;;r’;“"t“
fide, except at Newcaftle, above and below which is alfo fhoul

water, There are both above and below Neweaitle lirde inl_cts,

where the gallies could place themiclves, and from thz lownefs of

the marfh do execution with their guns, when the frigates could fee
nothing but their mafte. It is only gun fhot {from fhore to fhore,
except juit above Newcaitle, a 36 gun frigate can lic at the wharf;
a ¢o gun fhip within a very litcle as near; on the 3oth of July
know of no enemy’s batterics alony the river below Billingfport:
1 believed '\\'aﬂliﬁgton had crofied the river and zone to \~\' 111‘11-11_1,{-
ton. The enemy had no water zuard or fhure defenees in Cheti-
peak. Breadth of the navigubic chunncl ot the Urlowvare at New-
caftle 2 miles ; the enemy attacking us in Linding our troops would
have been attended with the worft conivquences ; in fo narrow a
channel it would have been impoifiblc for the fleet to have got un-

der fail in the night-time. The encmy could huve greatly anno_v;d
the
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the fhips with cannon though they had no batteries. The landing m
army in the face of an enemy always to be avoided if the fervice
can by other means be cffeéted ; faw no exception to this rule in
the Delaware. From Cedar creek to Reedy ifland no boat could
land without armed men oppofing them. The regiments of militia
in each county 4 or goo men, Rodney, a brigadier general com-
nanded ; they were the militia of the lower Delaware counties.
Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles 140 to 150 miles. I never gave
any public advice to Lord Howe. I fuppofe the admiral was in-,
formed of all the obftrutions in the Delaware before leaving New
Vork. The fleet did not delay two hours off the Delaware ; the
rorth wind juft then fprung up; before it was foutherly ; continued
at north only that cvening. End of July fouth winds prevail ; the
weft and north weft freqlsntly; efpecially in the night. (In the
ufe of fire rafts I confined myfelf to the night, but the enemy’s fire’
fliips might have been ufed with the fame effect in the day againft a
flcet at ancher.) The foutherly wind only in the day, the northerly
in the night. From Reedy ifland to Newcaitle, wind fair and flowing
tide in a fingle fhip an hour’s fail, different with a fleet. I conceive
the encmies gallics would have taken their pofition when our fleet
itopped to land the troops ; their fire-fhips and fire¥afts could not
have afted if the wind fair and a flowing tide. Lueff. At Newcaf-
tle where you admit a frigatc can come to the wharf, and a fifty
cun fhip almott as near, could any number of gallies given any
ferious obftrudtion to the landing an army ? A#/0 1 never pre-
tended to deny the praticability of landing an army in the Dela-
warc; I have only fpoken to the expediency of it. Water in the
narrows not lefs than 6 or 7 fathom deep; on the flats of Morris
Liftons which are the worft in the river, 25 or 26 feet at high
water; the tide rifes and falls about 8 fect. Newcaftle has the
Chriftine river on the right, 10 or 12 miles before fordable ; Tam
vot well acquainted with the lower parts ; it has George river on
the left at fome diftance. If the rebels had had time and opportunity
to have placed their veflels, they could have made the landing very
difficult. From Newcaftle to Cecil court houfe 17 miles. Quef. In
that march would it have been neceffary to ford the Chriftine,or any
other river A/, 1 don’t know the Interior country but from the
map. On the scth of July the rebel brig and fchooner gallies, feve-
ral latteen gallies and row boats were at Reedy ifland; the reft at
Mud ifland ; from Reedy ifland to Mud ifland 2¢ or 26 miles in
the courfe of the river. If no obftruction a 64 gun fhip can go to
Philadelpbia at high water. The firft obftruction was the chevaux
de frize at Billingfport, 20 miles above Newcaftle. A 64 can lic at
all times as high as Chefter. The fieet muft have anchored every
mght ; we had 79 boats for landing, manned from the thips of the
tine, 12 men, a cockfivain and officer in each. Had the fleet gone
up, the channel in many places only a fhort gun fhot wide ; the e«
nemy might have annoyed the fleet from every advantageous point
this c.hleﬂ_y above Newcalftle, but alfo fome below. The narrow na-
vigation in the Chefapeak forced the fleet to anchor every night,
though there were no obftructions. The army certainly landed
three weeks later there, than they might in the Delaware ; 1t was
an unufual paffage, we had reafon to expett to get to the head of the

Chefapeak
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Chefapeak in lefs than a week. But the fouth winds brought fuch un- The length
common hot weather, that if the troops had been on fhore they niuft of voya-eto
have fuffered exceedingly ; 10leagues from the Delaware met the {outh Chefapeak
wind ; boats carry 45 men if the way fhort, and water fmooth ; f;:‘irf):s
the longeft detention, I know of a fhip from going upin July and Au- 2
guft, about 3 days, this a fingle fhip not 4 flect; when the tranf-
ports were fafe, they manned their boats ; could not do it when
they were to move. Wind in general foutherly delayed the fleet
to Chefapeak ; in the Delaware it would have been a fair wind to
carry the fleet up to Newcattle,
The rebels could have brought their water force from Mud to
Reedy ifland in one ebb tide, the ebb runs 7 hours, the flood ¢ ; had
the wind been north, the flect would not have got to Newcattle in 10
days; a thip at anchor at Reedy ifland, if weather moderate and no ac-
cident, might reach Newcaftle an hour before high water. Off New-
caftle the fleet would have taken 4 or g miles anchorage. I believe
the enemy would not have loft the opportunity. Informed as I
was, 1 thihk the going up Chefapeak bay a very wife and proper
meafure. From our fhips could not fee the rebels crofling from Long
ifland to New York. I think a fhip could not have been ftationed
between New York and Brooklyn without being expofed to the
enemies batteries.

Mz. MONTRESOR,
Formerly a Captain of Engineers, but lately vefigacd.,

Examined by Sir William and Lord Hoave,
I Served 29 years; acted part of 1776 as aid de camp, and in
1777 as chief engineer. It would not have been prudent to
have afiaulted the lincs at Brooklyn Auguift 27th, 1976, The lines
were from Wallabout bay to afwamp that interfeéts the land between
the main and Redhook, which terminates the lines; one mile and
a half extent, including the angles, cannon proof, five redoubts,
or rather fortrefles, with ditches, as had the lines that formed the
intervals, fraifed on the parapet and counterfcarp, the whole fur- Defeription
rounded with formidable abbatties ; finifhed on every part from of the rebel
Wallabout fwamp on the left to the fwamp on the right; the left lines.
of the line towards Wallabout runs from the rifing ground at fort
Putnam in a fraight line to the Wallabout fivamp; a fingle man
could not pafs round the left of the line; Sir William and I could not
get out there ; we returned and went out atafally port. I have no
experience of regular approaches to attack fuch lines; but in 1748,
at Ticonderoga I thought our failure was from want of approaches.
We fhould have loft a confiderable number of men had we attacked
the lines at Brooklyn; after they were cvacuated, I was the firft
perfon in the works, and had the greateit difficulty with a corpo-
ral and {ix men to get through the abbatties where there was no one
to oppofe me. We were retarded at Mud ifland by the rains and
tides, the platforms of the batteries were even overflowed.
Examined by other Members. 1 don’t know our numbers the 27th
of Auguft, 1776; the enemy 8 or 10,000 men. [/Pould not fay if
the rebels avere or avere not weterans.]  When Baron Dicfkau was ad-
: vancing
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vancing to attack Sir William Johnfon, Col. Eyre, chief engl.
neer, formed the waggons in front, leaving intervals for the can-
non, and forming an abbatties in front contributed to the fuccefs, I
have already faid that the whole rebel line had an abbatties beforeit.
When a line is conftructed and has two flanks to it, they are only
redans ; but inclofed in the gorges with fimilar faces then they are
redoubts ; thev could not be taken by affault, but by approaches ;
rather fortrefflts than redoubts. At day break, 4 o’clock, I gave
the alarm of the evacuation ; 2§ minutes after the piquets marched,
To have carried on the approaches allowing every thing prepared
would have taken 3 days. The artillery and apparatus were to
bring from New Utrecht or Yellow Hook to the north eaft of the
Redhook. I imaciue the rebels would not have ventured off in
the dav. I do not know what orders were given to Brigadier Gen,
Acnew, general ofiicer of the nicht, 29th of Auguft, The pi-
quets have advinced parties to watch the enemy ; {mall parties
could not difcover the enemy going off; only a defperate party
would attempt to have looked into a work, or have got to the
crett of a work, and they could not difcover an evacuation till they
were there. I am not acquainted with the North river navigation,
but thoroughly with the defences the rebels made onit: 40 gun
thips have gone to the highlands, 2 or 3 miles above King’s ferry,
I was prefent when Sir William Howe calied oft the troops, it would
have been improper to have {uffered them to ftorm the redoubt, the
artillery was not up, no fafcines to fill the ditches, no axes for cut-
ting the ubbattles, no fealing ladders, or proper apparatus for the
the affault of fo refpeCtable a work. The rebel works judicioufly
planned, but ill exccuted. [Hould fay nothing of the flrength
of ciher armie)] In the river Delaware the works at
Billingfport defended the lower chevaux de frize ; thofe of Mud
ifland the upper. The width of the river, comprehending Mud
ifland, 3500 yards; from Redbank to Mud ifland, 2700 yards,
THe eaft bank oppofite Mud ifland higher than the weft bank., Had
we poflefled the eatt fide above Billingfport, could have deftroyed the
rebel {hipping above that poft.  Amboyv to Redbank 44 miles. It
would have taken 24 hours to have brought up cannon and apparatus
to attack Brooklyn redoubt. When we got to Brooklyn we com-
manded the place of embarkation thoroughly.  Some rebel boats
not then put off; oniy the ebris of the rear.” I was at Brunfvick
the 14th of June 177, when the movement was made to draw the
enemy from Quibbletown ; cannot mention numbers ; I faw nothing
more than their fituation in the mountains ; they feemed formidable
there and difficult of accefs ; I was two miles diftant ; know no-
thing of Wafhington’s ftores, or of the poffibility of furrounding
him ; or cutting off his provifions ; or obliging him to furrender
or fight ; or how near we were cohim ; or even the name of the place
avhere Gen. Howe encamped 5 or the diftance of the army from Quib-
bletown ; or the ftrength of the rebels ; or the practicability of bring-
ing them to adtion ; or the Poﬁ at Trenton, orif a plan'of defence
was recommended to the oflicer commanding there ; nor any thing
of R_edbflnk. Dpnop landed ut Glocefter poing, but I cannot

tell its dittance tfrom Redbanlk. : '
Produced drawings of the operations from the 27th of Auguft to
the
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the 18th of September 1776 ; of the defcent on the ifland of New
York, with the rebel works for their defence ; of the five rebel re-
doubts that formed the line of defence “for covering the rebel re-
treat acrofs Brooklyn ferry to New York: and of the rebel lines at
Brooklyn.

~d
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Carrain ROBERT M<KENZIE.
Secretary to Sir William Hove,

Examined ty Sir William Hosve, May 18th,
' E produced two letters, one from Gen. Burgoyne, and ang-
ther from Gen. Clinton, with Sir Williain How¢’s anfier:.

‘ General Burgoyne’s Letter,
Sir, Camp before Ticonderoga, Fuly 2d, 17779,

I wait only fome few neceffaries of the heavy artillery, which Gen. Bur-
have been retarded by contrary winds on the lake, to open batteries §0yns's let-
upon Ticonderoga. ~Ticonderoga reduced, I fhall leave engineers "™
to put it in an impregnable ftate. It will be garrifoned from Ca-
nada, where all the deftined fupplies are arrived. My force therc-
fore, will be left complete for future operations. I fhall implicitly
follow the ideas I communicated to your excellency in my letters
from Plymouth and Quebec, 1 have the honour to be, with every
fentiment of refpect and attachment, &c. &c. ’

: (Signed) J. EURGOYNE.

General How’s Anfaver.
Dated 19th Fuly, 1777, the day he embarked for the
Dear Sir, expedition to Chefapeak,

I received yours of the 2d inft. on the 15th, and have fince heard G. How+'s
of your being in pofleflion of Ticonderoga. I have received your anfwer.
two letters from Plymouth and Quebec, and fhall obferve the con-
tents. There is a report of a meflenger of yours to me having becn
taken. Wathington is waiting our motions here, and has detached
Sullivan, with about 1200 men, as Ilcarn, to Albanv. My inten-
tion is for Pennfylvania, where I expect to meet Wathington ; but
if he goes to the northward contrary to my expectation, and you
can keep him at bay, be aflured I fhall foon be after him to relieve
you. After your arrival at Albany, the movemenis of the enemy
will guide yours. But my wifhes are that the eneriv be drove out
of this province, before any operations take place in Conneéticut.

Sir Henry Clinton remains in command here, and will act as oc+
currences may direct.  Succefs be ever with yous  Yours, &c.
(Signed) W. HOWE,
£. 8. Putnam is in the highlands with about 4000 men.

General Clinton’s Letter to Sir William Hoave,
Sir, New York, 25th Fuly 1774,

I this moment received intelligence of Wafhington’s march to- Gen. Clin-
wards Morris town : will fend your excellency the particulars by ton’s letter.
exprefs. ‘There is an officer ———=————in the rebel
army, who I think may be eaﬁlly got at, and be of infinite ufe to

4 your
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your excelleney ; he ferved as — — in — —.  Suffice it to fay,
he is by all accounts a complete rogue, and underftands enough of
the bufinefs he is now employed in to be of ufe. I fincerely wifh
your excellency every fuccefs, being your moft obedient, &c.

(Signed) H. CLINTON.

General Howe’s Aufaver,

Sir, Eagle, off the mouth of the Delavare, 30th Fuly, 1777, .
This morning I had the pleafure of recciving your letter of the
2gth,  Having fully confidered all circumftances, and from the in-
formation of Wafhington’s march to the Delaware, I have deter-
mined to proceed immediately to Chefapeak bay, in order to land
at the head of it. Had our paffage here been more fuccefsful, we
might pofibly have landed in the Delaware in time to have got between
the Sufquehannah and Wathington’s army, which there would not
now be the leat profpect of ; you will therefore be fo good as to fend
your commands to me at the head of Chefapeak bay. It is not
poffible for me to fay at this time when I may be able to fend reins
forcements to you ; but I beg you will be affured, that I fhall not
fail to do it as foon as expedient; in the mean while, if you can
make any diverfion in favour of Gen. Burgoyne’s approaching Al-
bany, with fecurity to King’s bridge, I need not point out the z#:=
Uity of fuch @ meafurc.  The regular troops at Staten ifland may cer-
tainly be withdrawn, leaving the defence of it to Skinner and his
provincials, if the enemy do not fhew any thing to put it in dan»
ger from the Jerfeys after Wafhington’s departure. I fhall not lofe

fight of your 1ntention refpefting the officer in the — — with Wafh-
ington. Your moft faithful and obedient fervant,
(Signed) W. HOWE.

Lievr. CoL. Sir GEORGE OSBORNE,
A Member in bis placc.

Examined by Sir Will:am Howve.

OLONEL Donop very frequently after the misfortune at
C Trenton acquainted me, that if Col. Rhall had executed
the orders he delivered to him from Sir William Howe, to ereét re-
doubts at Trenton, it would have been impoffible to have forced
Rhall’s brigade before he could have come to his affiftance from
Bordentown. On the day before the action at Germantown I was
to the right of the infantry, with the grenadiers of the guards, Sit
William Howe gave me orders a little before funfet to move on in
front with the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards to Major
Simcoe’s poft, about half a mile in front of the line of infantry, ace
quainting me I might expect the enemy at day break next morn-
ing. 'The firing of the enemy began exaltly at or near the time
Sir William Howe acquainted me it would do. During the fiege
of Mud ifland, two nights the rains fell fo heavy, we could not
carry on the works, and one night the water rofe fo high, it was
with difﬁcultz we faved the cannon in the chief battery.

Examined by other Members. 1 cannot anfwer when the reinforces

ment marched to fuftain the poft at Germantown ; I was o the right

flank ;
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flank ; the attack began confiderably to the left, full three quar-

ters of a mile from my poft. The rebels marched about g or 10

miles to make that attack ; the attack muft have latted an hour and

an half. 2/, Do you apprehend the time from the firft attack

until the rebels’retreated, to have been 7o more than an hour and

anhalf? Anf. As 1 was not there, I faid at firft, Ionly fpoke by

guefs, [Heguould not give an opinion whether our troops <vere more

frefb to purfpe than the rebels to retreat.]  Queft. Notwithftanding,

the information from the commander in chief, do you conceive

that our army avas fwrprifed at Germantown or otheravife 2 Anf. Af-

ter the information I received, I was not in any danger of being

(urprifed. 2Queff. Do you conceive any other part of the army was
Sfurprifed 2 Anf. 1 beg to decline that quettion, Quwefl, Was it the

general opinion of the officers that fome other part of the army was

Jurprifed or not 7 Anf. That is the {fame queftion in other words ;

I can merely add, that the officers I converfed with were always

well fatisfied with the care Sir William Howe had of the army,

‘The Heffian chafleurs were on the left of Germantown, and Gen. Never afk.
Knyphaufen commanded that wing. I never atked Gen. Knyp- ed if Gen,
haufen if Sir William Howe apprifed him of the probability of his Knyphaut-
being attacked that morning ; and being only a lieutenant colonel, ;“, ‘”d" m=
the general did not acquaint me with all the orders he gave. Ihad ormed.
the honour of the King’s commiflion of mufler mafter gencral and

infpector of the foreign troops.

L

GexerarL SiR GUY CARLETON?’s

vidence on the Expedition Jrom Canada.

Cualled in and Examined by General Burgoyne. May 20th, 1779,
Received a letter from the Secretary of State, I think the 1:2th
of Auguft 1776, mentioning the reafons that made it expedient

for me to remain in the province of Quebec ; the date of that let-
ter was long before the return of Gen. Burgoyne from Canada to
Great Britain. The artillery I had prepared for the campaign,
on a fuppofition that I was to go myfelf, was in concert with Gen.
Phillips ; it does not ftrike me that therc was any great difference
in that allotted to Gen. Burgoyne, I did not think myfelf juftified
by my orders to grant Gen. Burgoyne’s application for troops to
garrifon Ticonderoga. I approved of Gen. Burgoyne’s motives
for proceeding from Skeenfborough to fort Edward. I had no reafon
to difapprove of any part of his conduct, while under my command.

Examined by other Members. In general fo confiderable a corps
feldom moves without artillery; but the precife number muft de-

pend on a variety of circumftances, which the difcretion and judg- t\:eo";‘rggslf
ment of the commander muift determinc. Every gentleman in this /- pofi

houfe muft be a judge whether Gen. Burgoyne’s orders to march e or o,
to Albany, were pofitive or not. The orders are before the Houlc;
the Houle are as competent to judge as Tam. I demanded a rein-
forcement of 4000 men, or at leaft four battalions ; only a very
fmall part were fent out, and part of that arnvc’d late 1n 1777-
Quef!. Should you, had you been in Gen. Burgoync’s fituation, and
acting under the orders which you knew lis received, have thougul;t
T. =2 your-

PP
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yourfelf bound to purfue them implicitely, or at liberty to deviate
from them ? A4nf. What I would have done, I really.don’t know;
the particular fituation, and a man’s own particular feelings muft
determine that point. When fuch queftions are put to me, I fhall
pray to be excufed an{wering them, but I will not evade them.
Dueff. Is it your opinion, that the beft movement Sir William
Howe could have made for the purpofe of forwarding the execution
of the ordérs under which Gen. Burgoyne atted, would have been
to have failed with his army from New York to Chefapeak bay ?
Anf. Had T had the honour to have commanded on that fide, I dont
know what I{hould have done myfelf. I was fo little informed,
that I could form no judgment of the propriety or impropriety of
his condut. I had frequent accounts from the whole extent of the
inhabited country to Albany, that numbers were ready to join the
King’s troops, fhould they penetrate fo far. I had alfo informa-
tion that a formidable militia might be raifed to oppofe his Ma-
jefty’s army.  Quff. Did you give any advice about employ-
ing the Savages 7 .4xf, Ido not recollect that I faid any thing a~
bout them,

Earr oF BALCARRAS.

Called in and Examiued by General Burgoyne, May 27th, 1779.

I Commanded the Britifh light infantry attached to Brig. Gen.

Frafer’s corps. Gen. Burgoyne and Gen. Frafer lived in friend-
fhip and confidence. Gen. Frafer was in general confulted. Gen,
Frafer’s proportion of artillery was according to his own requifition.
Of his corps about 150 killed and wounded at Huberton ; the ene-
my that day certainly behaved with great gallantry ; the na-
ture of the country, our fatigue, the care of our wounded, &¢.
prevented farther purfuit, The altion was on the 7th of July ;
and Gen. Frafer’s corps rejoined the army on the gth at Skcem{o-
rough. Between that day and the march to fort Edward, we were
making roads to fort Anne. Had the enemy maintained the poft on
the afcent to Pitch Pine plains in the march from fort Anne to fort
Edward, artillery would have been of great ufe in diflodging them.
Hud they defended Schuylers ifland, they could not have been
forced without 2 numerous artillery or hezfvy lofs.  We could not
turn that poit without greatly rifking our boats and portable maga-
zines. I lived in habits of ntimacy with Gen, Frafer ; his tem-
per was open, warm, and communicative, but referved in matters
of confidence. I never heard him exprefs difapprobation at paf-
fing Hudfon’s river; his corps pafled it by a bridge conftructed
of rafts and boats; torrents carried it away; his communication
with the army was cut off ; he repatled the river in boats and fcows
and exprefled his regret at being obliged to return. Had he been
attacked in repafling, the only means of fafety muit have been to
get under cover of the fire of our artillery. There was a gencral
ampatience to pafs the river and advance on the enemy. On the
19th of September, notwithftanding the paffage of the ravines, and
the thicknefs of the woods, the column of téen. Frafer’s m;rch,
and that of the Britifh line led by Gen. Burgoyne, arrived at their ,

rcf_pe&ivg
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refpective pofts, with great precifion in point of time. The Bri- Battles Sep.
tifh were attacked partially at one o’clock; the aétion was general 19, and Ok,
at three, and ended at feven. The nature of the country prevented 7th.

judging what attacks were in force, and what were feints, We re-
mained mafters of the field ; the enemy behaved with great obiti-
nacy and courage; it was too dark to purfue with effect, The
King’s troops took up ground rather nearer to the enemy the next
-morning. From that time to the 7th of O¢tober, the outpofts of Gen.
‘Frafer were within half a mile of the enemy’s outpofts. Nature
of the country made reconnoitering very difficult. ‘The enemy’s
riflemen and irregulars were an overmatch for our Indians and
Provincials. Gen. Frafer’s corps to Oober 5th, continuvally at
work, fecuring their own pofts, and opening the front to oppofe
the enemy. When he was wounded, the command of his corps de-
volved on me. Two redoubts were ereted on our left to cover our
boats and provifions. After the retreat, the lines were attacked
with as much fury as the fire of {mall arms can admit. The can-
non were of very great ufe in repulfing the enemy from my poft.
The pofleffion of that and Col. Breyman’s poft by the enemy, would
have laid open the flank and rear of the camp of our line. We re-
treated in the night in good order and without lofs ; were under
arms in momentary expeltation of battle all the 8th; retreated
the night of the 8th in good order and without lofs; in the day
and night of the gth, inceffant rain, roads bad, cattle nearly ftarv-
ed, and the troops forded the Fifhkill, the bridge being deftroved by
the enemy. The troops greatly fatigued. The enemy had a bat-
tery which commanded the ford over Hudfon’s river. I heard a can-
non fhot had difcompofed the general’s table, When the firft council
of war was held, the 13th of Otober, we could not find a fpot which
was not expofed to cannon or rifle fhot; Gen. Burgoyne declared
he was ready to take the lead in any meafure they fhould think for
the honour of the Britith arms; unanimous for treating; Gen.
Gates’s propofal to lay down our arms in our intrenchments rejected
with difdain by Gen. Burgoyne ; the council of war concurred
with him; the counterpropofals by Gen. Burgoyne were unani-
moufly approved; when Gen. Gates had agrecd to them, but the
copies not figned, on intelligence in the night by a ipy, Gen. Bur-
goyne propofed to fufpend the trcaty and truift to cvents: the
council were of opinion the public faith was plighted, but there
was a difference of opinion, and alfo on what might be expected
from the different corps in defperate cafes. After the convention,
Gates’s army paffed before Generals Burgoyne and Phillips in fi-
lence and good order, and at all times when I was oppofed to them
they fought with great courage and obftinacy. They feemed 13 or
14,000 rank and file under arms, exclufive of the corps on the othce
fide of Hudfon’s river.

Examined by other Members, and by Gen. Burgoyne occafionally.
Gen. Burgoyne always poflefied himfelf in cvery fituation of dan-
ger and difliculty, and had the confidence of the army. At Cam-
bridge they were fatisfied with his efforts to procure them redrefs,
and with his profecuting Col. Henley. I never heard avnv oflicer
or foldier exprefs diffatisfaction at his return to England. It was
gheir wifh he fhould go to Europe to juftify his own and then'dcor;-

’ ducty
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du@. He fhared at all times the dangers and afflitions in common
with every foldier ; they looked on him as their friend, aqd would
have received him in perfon, or any accounts of him with every
mark of affettion. ' ‘

There were no works at the afcent to Pitch Pine plains, I fpoke
merely from its fituation ; there might have been different ways of
diflodging the enemy without attacking that poft. The reafon the
rebels never defended their intrenchments was,—they always march.
ed out and attacked us. I never hecard Gen. Frafer exprefs his
approbation of the pafling the Hudfon. I had no information of
the rebels being ready to decamp after the action the 19th of Sep-
tember, or of their baggage being packed up. October 7th our lines
to the right were ftormed and carried. The pofleffion of fort Edward
and the adjoining country, cut off the retreat of any garrifon in fort
George. Queff. Does your lordfhip think it would have been pru-
dent, or juft to brave troops, who had fuffered fcvere lofs, to at-
tack an enemy the morning after that lofs, pofted within intrench-
ments which 1t was impoflible to reconnoitre ? Ax/. That attempt
was tried the 7th of October, and did not fucceed. Quefl. Were
not the enemy reinforced between the 1g9th of September, and the
7th of O¢ober. A#/. T think it is likely they were. Our lofs
was very confiderable the 1gth of September; numbers of men
wounded that day, joined their corps the 7th of October. The e-
nemy fought at all times with courage and obftinacy. The advan-
tages gained by the enemy proceeded from their local fituation,
and not from want of zeal or bravery in the Britifh troops; we
were taught by experience that neither their attacks nor refiftance
were to be defpifed. I commenced my fervice in America. About
the 3d of O&ober, Gen. Burgoyne gave out in orders that power-
ful armies were acting in co-operation with that he had the honour
to command. The army looked forward to that co-operation with
pleafure. I did not know we were to expe@ no co-operation til
after the convention was figned, Sir William Howe’s going to the
fouthward was reported in the army before we paffed Hudfon’s ri-
ver. I never knew that report was confirmed at all. [He would
not fay be awas fwrprifed or difappoiuted, or both, when be beard that
report, or if the army expreffed themfilves pleafed at the nezvs.] The opi-
nion I gave in the council of war was, that the corps I commanded
were willing and zealous to undertake any enterprize, that Gen.
Burgoyne would be pleafed to employ them upon. Quef. When
advice was received that Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the
North river did you think the treaty of convention had gone {o far
that it could not be broken ? .74, I thought and declared that
Gen. Burgoyne was at full liberty to break off that treaty in the
ftage it then was, and I could not conceive the public faith was en-
gaged until the treaty was actually figned and exchanged, Quef,
Whether Gen. Burgoyne, Gen. Phillips, and Brigadier Hamilton
did not coincide with you in your opinion ? /. Gen, Burgoyne
was of my opinion ; I hope the other members will foon be in a fis
tuation to declare theirs. After that” queftion was decided, the
concurrence for figning the convention was unanimous. The ace
couynt of the Highlands being t.ken, und of Siv Heary Clinton’s

coming
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¢oniing up the North river, was firft known in the night of the
16th O&ober.

Carraix MONEY.

Examined by Geno Burgoyne,
WAS deputy quarter mafter general under the command of Gen.
Burgoyne in 1777 ; after Lieut. Col. Carleton returned to

Canada I was fuperior officer in that department. The woods were
fo thick it was impoffible to reconnoitre the country without a par-
ty ; Talways had one fent with me. The army was 6 or 7 days in
making the road from Skeenfborough to fort Anne; between fort
Anne and fort Edward we were not delayed an hour, the rebels had
made a very good road. ‘The pofleflion of the country about fort
Edward prevents getting of artillery or ftores from fort George,
but a garrifon might get through the woods. Had the army gone
by lake George, 3 or 400 batteaux muft have been carried up out of
lake Champlain to lake George ; drawing 400 batteaux over land 400 bat-
would have delayed the army a fortnight longer than they were de- teau* f°‘b
layed, T was alfo commiffary of horfe : I took orders, and report- I:iclg:(t) A
edy to Gen. Burgoyne and Gen. Phillips : the orders were invari- *
ably precife and prefling to forward the provifions: at Duer camp
Auguft the 18th, pofitive orders were iffued againft any officer tak-
ing horfes or cattle from the provifion train; and carrying mer-
chandife, and even futler’s flores and officer’s baggage pofitively for-
bidden till the tranfport of provifions fhould be over; and
two barrels of Madeira and two barrels of rum were feized and fent
to the hofpital. About the end of Auguft I heard Gen. Burgoyne
fay to Gen. Phillips and Col. Carleton, that onc month’s provifions
would be worth £. 100,000 to Great Britain. Authority was given
to buy or hirc ox teams, and all draught cattle taken were appro-
priated to the tranfporting provifions: only 180 carts, and be~
tween 20 and 30 ox carts could be muftered ; thefe would carry a-
bout 4 days provifions : from accidents of weather and roads, and
tired ftate of cattle, fometimes only one days provifions could be
brought in a day : took 6 hours to draw a batteaux from fort George
to fort Edward, The carts were unloaded at fort Edward, the
contents embarked in batteaux, thefe were unloaded at upper falls of
fort Miller, and a fecond time unloaded at the lower falls : the horfes
were too feeble to bring forward the daily provifions to fort Miller :
September 1ft, 30 horfes were ufelefs from fatigue: the artillery
had a feparate contract for horfes : we could not have collected a
month’s provifions fooner, without the utter ruin of the contral
horfes. On 1gth September, the enemy’s fire much heavier than
ever I faw it any where, unlefs at fort Anne: the 20th, 21ft, and
62d regiments were engaged from 3 aftcrnoon tiil 7 evening, the
rebels had ¢ regiments oppofed to the 3 Britifh : when the 62d regi- Afer ac.
ment came out of action, they werc not 100 rank and file; next tion 1gth
morning the 3 regiments were not in condition to go upon any fer- ?:P: 6::
vice whatever. ‘The enemy gave way very «licn, and finally about wgo .
9 o'clock. Not pradticable to purfue. From that day to October ‘
7th I was often out reconnoitering. 'The enemy’s right were pogt‘i
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=d on a hill very near the river, on the top a ftrong breaft work,
at the foot an abbatties; as there are no general ofhcers, or older
officers than myfelf fromn the army, I hope that no military man
will think me prefuming, to have attacked thefe works would have
ritked the lofs of the whole army, and with little probability of
fuccefs. I never faw the left wing till taken prifoner. On the 7th
of O&ober the rebels advanced to attack our left ; I was aftoniflied
to hear their fliot fly fo thick, after our cannonade had lafted a quar.
ter of an hour. I did not fec the Britifh grenadiers forced back, I
faw them taking a different pofition, feveral broke their ranks, but
on fome aid de camps calling to them for fhame to continue their
ranks, they marched to their ftation in good order; a battalion of
Brunfivickers on the left of the artillery went off as foon as the fir-
ing begun, and Idid not fee a man left behind on the ground : afs
ter fome difficulty that battalion was brought to make a ftand in the
rear, but in no order. I did not fee Gen. Reidefel endeavour to
ftop that battalion, but I faw an aid de camp of his and a brigadier
mujor with their fwords drawn keeping them up , afterwards I faw
Gen. Reidefel on the right of the artillery with the battalion perfeét-
ly formed. This battalion giving way contributed to the lofs of
the aétion ; but before Sir Francis Clarke died of his wounds, he
told me he received his wound in bringing orders for the artillery
and detachiment to return to the camp, and to his being wounded
I attribute the lofs of the artillery, if not the lofs of the army.
There was an entrenched ground on the left of the rebels that com-
manded their whole camp and lines ; if the army had got poffeffion
of that ground I believe the rebels would not have fiaid one hour
in their camp. Gen. Arnold forefeeing that, marched out O&ober
»th, without orders from Gen. Gates. He alfo advifed the going
out to meet Gen. Burgoyne and engaging him before he approach-
ed the lines ; the reafon was, if Gen. Burgoyne fhould ever come
near enough to ufe his artillery, he would certainly take their
camp, and in that cafe their troops would never ftand any where ;
but though they fhould be defeated in the woods, their troops
would after that have confidence in their works.

Examined by other Members, and by Gen, Burgoyne occafionally.
The army entertained a very high opinion of Gen. Burgoyne’s cons
dut; he had the full confidence of the army to the latt ‘moment ;
after the defertion of Ticonderoga it was not thought the rebels
would ftand any where. The reafon for the Bennington cxpedition
in the general orders Auguft 17th Duer camp, was to provide a
fupply of cattle to enable the army to proceed without waiting for
their magazines,  The army remained ull the 13th September be-
tore they crofled Hudfon’s river, to bring forward provifions and
artillery, to cngblc the general to give up his communication. The
army thought it their duty to procced and fight the rebels, We
never foraged to the right of the camp at Freeman’s farm. On Oc-
tober jth while the troops were in the ficld, Gen. Frafer ordered
the boatmen and drivers of his brigade to forage in the rear of the
troops.  On the gth of (.)&obe}* Gen. Frafer mentioned to me that
there was forage to the right of his camp ; but the ground on which
1t was, was then in pofeffion of the rebel advanced poft. If the
iroops had arrived at New York time enough to have enabled Sir

Henry
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Henry Clinton to have come up the North river a week fooner,
our army would not have been loft. I never heard any of the offi-
cers fay Gen. Burgoyne had acted wrong, but many faid if he had
retreated when Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the North river,
the army would never have forgiven him, nor would he ever have
forgiven himfelf. [He would not mention the opinion of the rebels on
Gen. Howe's expedition to Pennfylvania, nor the language of the mili-
tary at New York on that fubjedt,  Sir William Houce objecied to fuch
queflions.]  If the army had taken the route on the eaft fide of
Hudfon’s river, part of the way was a fwamp, and they could not
have marched near enough to have covered the provifion batteaux

from the rebel force on the weft fide. " The army expeéted a co-ope+ Burgoyne's
ration trom Sir William Howe on the North river from the order 2rmy ex-

given out by Gen. Burgoyne at Freemen’s farm. From fort Edward
troops might certainly carry provifions fuflicient for the march to
Albany ; but there was no paffing the Hudfon well without a bridge
of boats ; and I think the delay of carrying boats, and throwing
a bridge over, would have more than confumed fuch provifion as
they could have carried with them. Had the army got to Albany
we fhould have found a number of loyal fubje&ts to have joined,
and done every thing in their power to have eftablifhed the army ae
that place. The army could not have reached Albany by taking a
circuit and avoiding the fwamps on the caft fide of the river; for
the enemy being on the oppofite fhore, would have oppofed the paf-
fage of the army, the river at Albany being three times the width
it is at Saratoga.

| Earr of HARRINGTON.

Examined by Gen. Burgoyne.  Fune 1ff, 1779,
I WAS captain of the 29th grenadiers, and fupernumerary aid
decamp. At Huberton the encmy at firft fhowed great {pirit,
but they gave way in great confufion when the Britith troops rufh-
ed on them with their bayonets ; not praéticable to purfue tarther ;
we ran fome rifk in purfuing fo far. In July was prefent at a coun-

peéted a con
aperation.

cil with the Indians juft arrived under Major Campbell and Mr. Gga. Bur-

St. Luc, and had been at a former council at lake Champlain; ¢

treatment.  Soon after a party of 'the enemy lying in ambufh with
adefign of taking or killing Gen. Burgoyne in vifiting an out poft
near fort Anne, were taken by the Indians ; a captain then taken,
and prifoners brought in by thein on many occafions, declared they
had been ufed with much humanity. On the murder of Mifs
MacRea, Gen. Burgoyne at a council, Gen. Frafer affifting, threa-
tened the culprit with death, and many of us feared he would pue
it in exccution ; policy alone prevented it; had not the man been
pardoned, Iimagine the Indians would haye gone over to the ene-
oy, They were reftrained from going out without a Britifh officer
who was to be refponfible for their condu&. Gen. Burgoyne told
Mr. St. Lue, that he would rather lofe every Indian than connive

at their enormities. At fort Edward many quitted the army with-
' out

f.) _ne pro-
Gen. Burgoyne forbid fcalping except the dead, which they infift- hiliited
¢d on doing ; he offered rewards for prifoners, and enjoined good fealping,
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out leave, caufed by the reftraint upon their cruelties and habits of

Bennington plunder.  The expedition to Bennington, and Lieut. Col. Baum’s

expedition
Reidefel's
plan.

Aftion at
Stillwater
Sept. 19.

appointment, were Gen. Reidefel’s with. Capt. Frafer’s eorps fent
with him were in high efteem for their gallant behaviour on all ocs
cafions ; they were volunteers from the Britith regiments. Col,
Baum was fatisficd with his ftrength ; on receiving a letter from
him in the night, Col. Breyman was immediately ordered to march
and fupport him, being the corps neareft him. I never heard Gen.
Frafer difapprove pafling the Hudfon. I never heard it doubted
but that we were to force our way to Albany. No army coild be
in higher {pirits at that time, more eager to advance, or more de-
firous to engage. Had Gen. Burgoyne halted at fort Edward, his
charatter would not have ftood very high either with the army, this
country, or the enemy.

On the 19th of September, the army marched in three columns ;
the German line flanking the artillery and baggage purfued the
courfe of the river through the meadows, and formed the left co-
lumn : the Britith line marched parallel to it, at fome diftance,
through the woods, and formed the centre column : Gen. Frafer’s '
corps, with the grenadiers and light infantry of the Germans, were
obliged to make a large detour through the woods, and formed the
right column. Farther on the right were flanking parties of light
infantry and provincials : the country was interfeted by the deep-
eft ravine I ever faw. The advanced party, the picquets ot the centie
column commanded by Major Forbes, exploring the way by which
the column was to pafs, fell in with a confiderable body of the res
bels pofted in a houfe and behind fences, which they attacked, and
after a great deal of fire, nearly drove in the body of the rcbels ;
but on finding the woods quite round them filled with the enemy,
they were obliged to retire to the main body. Gen. Frafer on the
firing detached two companies to fupport Major Forbes, on their
appearing the enemy quitted their poft, and the whole line was in-
ftantly formed with the utmoft regularity ; I do not include the
left column, the Germans, who did not come up till late in the
day. The ation lafted from 3 o’clock till near 8. The 20th, 21,
and 62d Britith were engaged moft of that time ; the enemy fought
very obftinately ; different attempts were made by the general’s or-
ders to charge the enemy with bayonets, but all failed from the
heavinefs of the rebel fire and thicknefs of the woods, except the
laft, when the Britifh troops finally drovc them out of the field."
The Germans came up in time to give the enemy three volleys, I
heard their coolnefs and {teadinefs highly praifed. I do not recol-
le&t our lofs. The three Britifh regiments I apprehend were not
in a condition to attack next morning, nor for the next ten days.
Had the army moved to gain the left of the enemy’s entrenchments,
before the redoubts were raifed that commanded the plain ncar the
river, the batteaux, flores, and hofpitals would have been expofed
to attack ; as would the bridge of boats for foraging on the eait
fide of the river, forage being fcarce on the weft fide. The bridge
was finifhed in one night, the tete dx pont and other works took
fome days. The general mentioned to me his expetation that if
Sir Henry Clinton fucceeded in forcing the highlands, the enemy
muft abandon their entrenchments without fighting. On Ottober

7th
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9th, I cartied orders to Major Gen. Phillips at the end of the ac-
tion, to draw back the detachment as foon as poffiblc to the camp,
the enemy having turned both their flanks. This duty was committed
to Gen. Phillips, while Gen. Burgoyne returned to take meafures for
the defence of the camp. I met Sir Francis Clarke as Iwas fearching
for' Gen. Phillips ; I acquainted him with my orders, and wilhed
he would affit me, that no time might be loft ; that was the laft
time I faw Sir Francis ; foon after he received the wound of which
he died. In the heat of the action, when the Germans were giv-
ing way on the left of the Britifh artillery, Gen. Reidefel appear-
ed to me to aét as a brave and intclligent ofticer. On our return
the camp was attacked as Gen. Burgoyne had forefeen. Soon af-
ter the enemy got round the right of our camp, we expeted an
attack on our rear, and I was difpatched to Brigadier Gen. Hu-
milton to order the works in the rear to be manned with all the
foldiers that could be fpared from the defence of the front, The
firt intelligence of Col. Breyman®s being killed and his poft
carried, was from an officer, who feeing a number of men round
the firgs of that poft, took them for Germans it was fo dark, and did
not difcover his error till he was fired upon, they proving a party
of the enemy who had forced the works. Gen. Burgoyne ufed his
utmoft efforts to rally the Germans and recover Col. Breyman’s
.poft, but without effet, from the darknefs of the night, and the
‘entire confufion in which they were ; no other troops could be fpar-
ed, every regiment was occupied in defence of its own lines, which
were certainly not overmanned. ’
The night of O&tober 7th, the army retreated in good order,
and took a new pofition by day light: they were under arms all
the 8th, in continual expeétation of ation ; were cannonaded great-
eft part of the day, and the advanced corps pofted on a hill, were
‘under an almoft continual fire of the rifle men of the enemy. At
Gen, Frafer’s fyneral on the afternoon of that day, the redoubt in
“which he was buried was very heavily cannonaded during the cere-
mony, and even previous to this they fired at thofe attending the
-corple on its way thither, which I fuppofe was accidental : all the
generals and their aid de camps attended. The retreat on the night
of the 8th, and on the day and part of the night of the gth, was
‘made in perfe@t good order. The gth was cxceeding wet, and the
“troops much fatigued. I faw a corps of the enemy 1n torce oppo-
fite Saratoga; they had a battery that commanded the ford on
Hudfon’s river ; the general and other gentlemen at dinner were
obliged to remove finding themfclves in the range of that battery.
Lieut. Col: Sutherland was recalled with his detachment from rc-
pairing the bridges and roads, on apprehenfion of an action. Our
fcouts reported the enemy were in pofleflion of both fides of the ri-
ver between Saratoga and fort Edward. Gen. Burgoyne mentioned
forcing the ford over Hudfon’s river, of cutting a way through
‘the enemy’s right, and attempting a rapid march to Albany, or by

Aétion Qc-
tober 7th.

Gen. Bur-

goyne’s pro-
pofals tothe
Council of

a night march ta gain the fords above fort Edward. If Gen. Phil-+yar.

lips had offered to make his way with a body of troops to Ticonde-
roga I think I thould have heard of it. Since I came to England
I heard he offered to attempt an efcape through the woods with one

or two guides to defend Ticonderoga. The day before the council
T 2 was

P4
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was called the ftate of the army was as bad as poflible ; numbers
few, provifions fhort, pofition not a good one owing to the nature
of the country, one hill overtopping another to the diftance of
fome miles. Our fituation in the opinion of every one did noten-
title us to better terms ; tew expeéted o good.

Examined by other Members, and by Gen. Burgoyne occafionally,
Numbers of Tndians left the army at different times ; fome were on
the Bennington cxpedition ; there was no officer in the army of
fuflicient rank to have commanded fuch an expedition, who had e-
ver been in that part of the country ; many of the provincials on
that expedition were of that very country. On paffing the Hudfon
the army did not doubt of reaching Albany : I dont know whether
the general doubted it.  Between the 1gth September and 7th Oc-
tober, the army was ftrengthening its pofitton; 5 or 6 redoubts
were creited, the tete du pout, lines before the camp, and outworks
to the lines. My fituation did not entitle me to receive intelli-
gence. It was underftood the rebels fuffered more than the King’s
troops on the 1gth Sept. I apprehend the whole rebel army was
not engaged : their army was fo numerous, their lofs was not felt
as ours. The fearcity of forage was not forefeen in the extent we
experienced. I never heard the 1400 horfes were thought too nu-
merous, even a fcarcity was complained of, We loit fome fmall
part of the heavy artillery, the reft was brought back to Saratoga :
the army appeared to retreat as expeditioufly as poffible, T cannot
conceive leaving the artillery would have made a difference of 4
miles in the march,  Qz¢7, Were the heavy artillery, in effet, of
any ufe in the retreat ¢ .7/, As it happened they were of no other
than that of not being turned againft us. If ipiked, I underftand
fpikes are eafily removed, and almoft impoflible with fuch tools as
are carried with an army to knock off the trunnions of brafs can-
non. Ido not remember the baggage being any impediment in our
retreat.  The intelligence of Col, St, Leger’s failure arrived in
Auguft T think ¢ I dont recolle¢t if before pafling the Hudfon, If
the battle expeeted at Saratoga had been on the plain, our heavictt
artillery would have given us a manifeft fuperiority in that parti-
cular.  The tranfport of batteaux and provifions could not have
been carried on without the number of horfes we had. ‘The army
had, and I believe ftil have a confidence in their general : there
never was an army more defervedly pleafed with the condu&t of
their veneral.  The American artillery was ferved flowly, but not
ill.  Our retreat I thought was impracticable either with or with-
out artillery.  From Saratoga to Albany may be 32 miles, the
country firong, woody, and a great number of hills: Albanv is
in a bottom very much commanded. At Albany muft have drawn
our fubfiftence trom New York, if not maiters of the Mohawk
country. As matters have turned out, it certainly might have been
better to have .rcturned‘ after the cngagement of the 1oth Sept.
than to have ftaid and fortified the camp, but I belicve no one
thought fo ar that time,

Major
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Major FORBES.

Called in and examined by General Burgoyne.

Was Major of the gth regiment, Near fort Anne at half paft

10 in the morning the enemy attacked us in front with a heavy Adtion at
and well directed fire : a large body of them pafled the creek on the Fort Aone
left, and from a thick wood fired acrofs it on our left flank: they July 8ths
then began to recrofs the creek, and attack us in rear: it now be-
came neceflary to change our ground to prevent being furrounded ,
we took poft on the top of a high hill on our right : here they at-
tacked us very vigoroufly for two hours, and they would have
forced us, had not fome Indians come up: the rebels foon
after gave way. September 19th I commanded the Britilh pic-
quets, I was attacked with great vigour from behind railed fences
and a houfe, by rifle men and light infantry : I was wounded very
early : Gen. Burgoyne brought up the Britifh line to fupport me,
and formed at the firft opening of the wood : Gen. Frafer’s corps
arrived precifely in time to occupy the heights on the right of the
Britith line when the action begun, and fent two companies of light
infantry to my fupport : as {oon as the gth regiment came out of
the wood, they filed to the right, at a finall diftunce from the left of
Gen. Frafer’s corps, with orders to occupy two houfes, one company
in each, and defend them to the laft extremity. The 21{t and
62d on our left were attacked about 3 o’clock ; at the fame time a
great deal of firing to my right with the advanced corps: an officer
informed Gen. Burgoyne thc encmy were endeavouring to turn
the left of the 62d ; on which the 20th was formed on their left.
Some light infantry coming then to occupy the ground of the gth ;
it was ordered behind a decp ravine, as a corps de referve : I faw
nothing after that. Beforc the action, the gth regiment was 250
and odd, rank aud file fic for duty. The four regiments about
1100, and the advanced corps under Gen. Frafcer 1200, The 24th
regiment was with the advanced corps; fix companics of the 45th
guarding the battcaux and provifions; two with the a.d\'anc?d
corps ; onc company at fort George, and ancther in an ifland in
lake George. ."Zgzcﬁy How many of the 1100 of the line were killed
and difabled in the action ? Az/. I heard the furgeon fay, therc Halt the
were more than goo of the whole in the hofpital ; I c:m't; fay hqw Britith line
many were killed, From my wounds I did not join the regiment till t“(‘l“:d'{"
the 8th of October, but feveral officers faid from the lofs that day, it g 5.
would have been imprudent to have attacked an enemy in intrench- "~
ments after the altion. Being in the hofpital I know feveral men
recovered fo as to do duty the 7th of October.  We got back to
Saratoga at 8 at night of the gth. The troops had bcen under
arms, without repofe or regular refrefhment from the +th in the
morning : there was a great deal of firing in the rear, and we con-
ftantly looked for an attack. The battery on the other fide of the
river at $aratoga commanded the ford: the ground on our fide
would not have enabled our artillery to filence that battery. Could
we have pafled that ford, yeton ourma rch to fort Edwz}rd we mqﬁ
have pafied Battenkill ford, which could not be done without artil-

lery to cover us, the enemy being pofted on the other tide; thﬁ
20t
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2oth regiment without an enemy to oppofe them, took a confidera«
ble time to pafs that ford, owing to the depth of the water, ra-
pidity of the current, and the flones fo flippery that feveral men .
fell into the river. At the councils of war Gen. Burgoyne men-
"tioned his readinefs to undertake any meafure they fhould think for
the honour of the Britifh arms. The council was unanimous to
treat ; Gen, Gates’s firft terms were unanimoufly rejected ; when
it was decided by the majority that the treaty could not be fufpend-
ed without a breach of public faith, it was unanimoufly figned.
Examined by other Members, and by Gen. Burgoyne occafionally.
I do not know the rebel camp was completely intrenched September
the 19th; I underftood they completed it afterwards. Did not
hear they received confiderable reinforcements between the 1gth of
September and Oétober 7th., I can’t fay how many of the goo
wounded joined the army. The army could have defended them-
felves longer at Saratoga had they had more provifions. After the
action September 1gth, had I known of Sir Henry Clinton’s let-
ter mentioning attacking the Highlands, I fhould not have thought
either a retreat or immediate attack advifeable. We expeéted a co-

‘e co- operation from Sir William Howe on the North river. I think if

Sir William Howe had operated on the North river, inftead of
going to Philadelpkia by Chefapeak, Gen. Burgoyne’ army would

pecn faved, not have been made prifoners. I did not expeét great oppofition,

Ayt Vary
Veecified

after taking Ticonderoga. A co-operation was generally - talked of
in the army; but not by authority till early in O&ober.
Had Sir Henry Clinton’s operations on the North river taken place
in time, they might have been attended with very good confequen-
ces; good effeéts have accrued from powerful diverfions. Queff.
What effect had it on the fpirits of Gen. Burgoyne’s army when
they found there was to be no co-operation between them and the
army of Sir William Howe ?  An/. WWe never knew but there was
to be 4 co-operation,

Carraiyx BLOOMFIELD
Of the Artillery. ‘

Called in_and Examined by General Burgoyne.

Wae Major of Brigade of the Royal Artillery. In 1576 ben,

Phillips reccommended to demand a farther fupply of artillery
and ftores for equipping gun boats, and for the boats to be fent out
in frame work.  Sir Guy Carleton approved of the ftores and ar~
tillery, but difapproved of the boats being fent out. I lived chiefly
with Gen. Phillips: I have no doubt but he muft have determined
the proportion of artillery, The light brigade went by Skeenfbo-
rough, the park brigade and ftores by lake George. The heavieft
artillery was left behind, Left at Ticonderoga, 6 heavy twelve-
pounders, 1 light ditto, 4 light three's, 4 royal mortars and 12
cohorns.  Left on board the Royal George; 2 heavy twenty-fours,
2 thirtcen-inch mortars, 2 ten-inch, 4 eight-inch, § royal mortars,
and § cohorns. Sent back to St. John’s in the Radeau, 14 heavj;
twentv-fours, 2 cight-inch howitzers. Left at fort George, 4 me-
dium rwclves, 2 Tight fixes, 2 eight-inch and 2 royal howitzers.

With -
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With Col. St. Leger, 2 light fixes, 2 light threes, and 4 cohorns,
Left at St. Johin’s, 4 light fixes, g light threes, and 4 cohorn
mortars. The quantity brought forward with the army were, 4
medium twelve-pounders, 2 light twenty-fours, 18 light fixes, 6
light threes, 2eighteen-inch howitzers, 4 royal howitzers, 2 eight-
inch mortars, and 4 royal mortars. All thefe were properly field
artillery ; heavy artillery is of a diftin&t nature, and much
heavier than the guns of the fume calibre which we had in the
army. Our light fleld adrtillery did not exceed the ufudl proportion.
The ufe, to diflodge the enemy from fuch pofts as every where pre-
fent themfelves in that country, and trom which it may be impoffi-
ble to diflodge them without heavier artillery than g;c-pounders.
The pofition at Schuyler’s ifland, the paflazes of Hudfon’s river
and Battenkill, the pofition at the Forks of the Mohawk river, had
they been defended, would have required the park of artillery : had
the army reached Albany, and encamped there for the winter,
there can be no doubt that heavy artillery would have been necel
fary. Howitzers and fmall mortars are of infinite fervice againtt
log work abbatties, and again{t intrenchments : {mall mortars par-
ticularly againft redoubts, and where the enemy are within a fmall
fpace. 1do not conceive the tranfport of artillery interfered with
that of the provifions. To bring the artillery from fort George to
the bridge over the Hudfon, required no more time than was ne-
ceflary for the carriages themfelves to pafs that diftance. Before
O&ober 7th had the army moved to gain the enemy’s left, without
previoufly conftruting redoubts on the heights that commanded
the plain, the batteaux, provifions, and hofpital, would have been
left open to attack from the enemy’s right ; the largeft guns we had
were exa&tly adapted to that fervice. October 7th the artillery was
pofted on a’cleared fpot furrounded by woods, the fkirts of which, on
our left, where the attack firft began, was diftant about 200 yards :
The 2 medium twelve-pounders were on a {fmall eminence near the
center of this cleared fpot, between the Germun picquets and a de-
tachment of the Heffe Hanau regiment : on the enemy’s column ap-
proaching, the fire of the twelve-pounders and 4 fixes was directed
to it, notwithftanding which they drew up behind the trees, along
the fkirts of the wood, and after driving in the Germans, kept a
warm fire of mufquetry on the guns and troops poited about them:
Soon after.I heard a firing on the right, towuards a cleared fpot, fe-
parated from us by a wood, on which the light infantry were
pofted on very commanding ground: on their retreating, as alio
the 24th regiment, who were in the wood on our right, the enemy
a{peared on an éminence on our right, and cut off the retreat of
the artillery : at this moment, about 20 minutes after the altion
. commenced, I was wounded, and can give no farther account of
that day’s action. . : ..
Examined by other Members. The horfes attached to_the Britifh
artillery before paffing the Hudfon were about 4c0. Eightcen 6-
pounders at 4 horfes each, 6 threes at 3 horfes each, 2 r_o_yal ho-
witzers at 3 each ; remainder for park artillery, ammunition and
ftores.  After pafling fort Edward our oats did not load a waggon ;
we were oblig;d to colle& forage in the neighbourhood of the en-

sampment, - The park of artillery remained at fort Edward no lons
ger

9L

Neceflity
for heavy
artillery.

Battle O&.
~th.



1]

Artillery
fertled be-
tweenGens,
Carleton &
Phillips.

Namoer of
varrizges

ard horf=s,

Lwidence of Licur. Col, King flon,

ger than neceflury 5 it would have anfwered no end to have moved
before the bridge was thrown over Hudfon’s river. If the heavy park
artillery had not attended the army, it would have made a difference
of 237 horfes, but I cannot anfwer whether the army was furnifhed
with carts to have employed thofe 237 horfes.

EEE——

Lievr. Cor. KINGSTON.

Called in and Examined by Gen, Burgoyne,  Fune 3d, 1779,
" Served as adjutant-general under Gen. Burgoyne, and alfo as
fecretary. I looked on myfelf as in the entire confidence of the
general.  No order fram Gen. Burgovne for any augmentation of
the artillery went thro’ me, nor did I ever hear of any fuch order
being given. I belicve Gen. Burgoyne had the greateft confidence
in the knowledge and ubilitics of Gen. Phillips, and that the pro-
portion of artillery had been arranged between General Phillips
and Sir Guy Carleton, at the time the latter expected to com-
mand the cxpedition. As to the incumbrances of the bag-
gage, General Burgoyne iffued orders, May joth, 1777, at
Montreal, for the regiments to leave behind, their blanket coats,
legging, and all baggage that could be fpared in fummer ; and that

fold (=T=Dar] . N
the othicers fhould not encumber the fervice with more baggage

>

than might be abfolutely neccflary for a campaign, where the move-
ments were expected to be fudden and alert.  July 1:th, orders
were again iffued at Skeenfborough, ¢¢ that the injunétion refpecting
ofticers baggage not having been complied with, warning is now
given to fend back by the battcaux all baggage not indifpenfably
nceeflary ; or upon the firft fudden movement, it muft inevitably
be left upon the ground.”  July 18th, Gen. Burgoyne wrote to
Gen. Reidefel that the baggage of the Britith officers was already
fent back ; and that many of them had only retained a finall tent
and one cloak bag ; and prefled Gen. Reidefel to take meafures
that the order might have due force. As to horfes, Gen. Phillips
applicd to Gen. Burgoyne June 4th, at Montreal, for horfes for
thec ammunition carriages and field artillery, ftating that as on the
ftricteft information none were to be had on the route nearer 'than
Albany, and even when there it would require time to get them ;
that if Canada was not to furnifh them upon corvees, there were
but two modes of procuring them ; onc by purchafing, the other
by contraét ; the firft was difficult, uncertain, and liable to great ime
pofition, and the expence uncertain ; that he had feen this mode
attempted and fail : that the contradting for them, was a more fim-
ple and certain plan.

The commiffary-general’s ‘calculation of horfes and carriages for
conveying 30 days provifions for 10,000 men was, 1 12§ carts, 2z
ho.rfes to a cart, in all for carts 2250 horfes ; allowing 31b. to the
ration, and 8oolb. to the cart load. Gen. Burgoyne’s letter to
Sir Guy Carleton, July 7th 1777, required only 560 carts with
2 horfes each, and ftates this requifition as much below what would
h:- adeq uate to the fervice,and would barely carry 14 davs provifions ;
Gen. Plull]ps dem:mdcsi 400 horfes for the artillery 5 and even then
there remained unprovided for, the tranfport of batteaux from lake

George
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George to Hudfon's river, the carriage of the tents of the army,
and many other contingencies.

July 1ft, ftrength of regular troops at the higheft, at the open-
ing of the campaign, rank and file, fit for duty ; Britifh 3576,
Germans 2919, total 6498. Britith artillery 257, German 100,
recruits 154, total g11. anadians 148 ; Provincials 83, but they
increafed afterwards ; Indians between 3 and 400. September 3d,
additional companies joined the Britith, about 300 men; but frem
killed and wounded, and the garrifon left at Ticonderoga, the army
was at no time equal to its firfk number. Garrifon of Ticonde-
roga, 462 Britith, rank and file ; 448 Germans, inall gro. Gen.
Reidefel was detached towards Caftletown, to proteét our wounded
at Huberton, to alarm Connecticut, and to encourage the loyal
inhabitants. Gen. Burgoyne’s letters to Gen. Harvey are explana-
tory of the motives on which he alted.

Firtt Letter, dated Montreal, May 19th, 1777. *¢ 1 have rea-
% fon to be fatisfied with all that has been done, and with mof
¢ things that are doing. The preparations under the direftion of
 Gen. Phillips have been executed with a diligence, precifion, and
¢ forefight, that entitle him to the fulleft praife. I fhall give all
¢ poffible jealoufy on the fide of Connefticut, to make their forces
* cautious of leaving their own fronticrs, but I fhall make no
“ movement that can procraftinate my progre(s to Albany. Ihad
“ the mortification to find the whole defign of the campaign handed
‘ about at Montreal, almoft as accurately as if copied from the
¢ Secretary of State’s letter. By me not a man has been let
“ into the fecret. Sir Guy Carleton I am confident has been equally
“ fecret. I am led to doubt this imprudence has been committed
* fram private letrers from England; and wifh you would atk
“ my friend d’Oyley*, who he can fufpect to be fo unguarded ; it
% is not of great confequence except as to St. Leger’s cxpedition;
 but fuch a trick may be moft prejudicial in other cafes, and
¢ fhould be guarded againft.”

Second Letter, dated Camp on the Bouguct, ncar Lake Champlain,
June 22d, enumerates the difficulties that impeded their pro-
grefs; and among others, the inativity, and fomerimes difobc-
dience of the Canadians.

Third Letter, dated Skeenfborough, Fuly 11th, on the local rank
of the lieutenent colonels ; contract,for horfes and carriages ; embar-
raflments, &c. and the inalivity and dcfertion of the Canadi-
an corvee. :

The army in marching by Skeenfborough was a head of the pro-
vifions, which went by lake George. On the firit arrival at fort
Edward, and previous to the roads being mended, little more
provifion arrived than for immediate confum}ption. I never faw an
officer more attentive to his duty than Sir Francis Clarke, he was

always exceedingly accurate, (produces Sir Yrancis’s memoragdu]t\n
N ook,

This piece of treachéry might [pring frem oppofition. 7o
tuin an expedition furnifhed them avith that favourite topic of
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book, and reads) “ Auguft sth, victualling out this day ; from
¢ difficulties of roads and tranfports no provifions came in this
“ night. Auguft 6th, at 10 this morning not quite enough ar-
¢ rived for the confumption of two days.” ~All intelligence agreed
that there were many well affefted inhabitants towards Benning-
ton. The fubftance of the propofals from Gen. Reidefel to Gen.
Burgoync for the Bennington expedition, was to try the affetions
of the country ; to difconcert the enemy ; to mount the Reidefel
dragoons ; to complete Peters’s corps, and to obtain large fupplies
of cattle, horfes and carriages. {7%e original rough draft delivered
in.] I {hewed the rough draft to Gen. Phillips,” we had a long
converfation on the flow arrival of provifions; he faid he looked
on this as a very good idea, that he faw no objettion, and afked
me if I knew of any. I fhewed it alfo to Gen. Frafer, he defired
me to leave it with him, he came early next morning to my tent,
Ger. Frafer and exprefled a difapprobation of the Germans being employed in
agieft the jr, T obferved to him, that fince the honour gained by the ad-
Germans — yapced corps at Huberton, I believed Gen. Reidefel was defirous
Dfm_gdm' of having the Germans employed ; and alfo mentioned our obtain-
r D)C mo B . . . .
che¢ Ben- ing provifions by it, and thereby getting quicker to Albany, than
~ington x- waiting the flow tranfport from fort George. I defired him for the
refaione friendfhip he had for Gen. Burgovne, if he faw any real objection
to this plan, to exprefs himfelf fully and freely to Gen. Burgoyne
himfelf ; that the fcouts and guides being attached to his (the ad-
vanced) corps, he might thro’ them know more of the country
than T did; I theretore prefled him to mention his objetion, if
he had any, to Gen. Burgoyne ; I think he faid, but am not cer-
tain, “ the Germans are not a very altive people, but it may do.”
I prefled him at parting to go to Gen. Burgoyne, if he thought it
would notdo. He faid no, and went off, Many of our provin-
cials were well acquainted with that country, in particular Capt,
Sherwood. I never heard any of them exprefs apprehenfion of
its fuccefs ¢ after part of it had taken place, Sir Francis Clarke re-
ceived favourable accounts_from Col. Skeene, who aflitted Col.
Baum. From the mouth of Battenkill to Bennington, fouth eaft
about 27 miles. When Col. Breyman was ordered to fuppore Col.
Baum, from Sir Francis Clarke’s memorandum book, ¢ Auguft,
< 15th, at five this morning, corps de referve, Col. Breyman, or-
¢ dered to march. Auguit 16th, in the night an exprefs with an
“¢ account of the repulfe. Sunday, Auguft 17th, the general with
¢ the 20th regiment advanced on the road to Sancoick, and met
¢ Col. Breyman returning.”  This was between 1 and 3 o’clock.
On St. Leger’s expedition. ¢ ‘Auguft 12th, this morning received
“ intelligence of an adion ncar fort Stanwix.” Both before and
after this failure very great efforts were made to bring forward pro-
vifions. I never heard the march of the artillery interfered with the
sranfport of provifions. September 1ft, Britith fit for duty 2634
Germans 1711; 300 additional joined us the 3d, number of the
artillery as before, .about goo.

July a1th, 1777, Gen. Burgoyne requefted Sir Guy Carleton
te garrifon Ticonderoga from Canada, leaft his effeltive ftrength
ssight become indequate to the fervices intended.  Thig Sir Gu
deelined; and Gen. Burgoyne replied, “ I mutt do as well as I

cany
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¢ can, but I am fure your excellency as a foldier will think my July 1rth,
¢ fitnation a lietle difficult. A breach into my communication Gen. Bur-
¢ muft either ruin my army entirely, or oblige me to return to %’)’ayi“.“i"c‘
“ reftore it, which might be the lofs of the campaign. To prevent i}ep.

¢ a breach, Ticonderoga and fort George muft be in refpettable

¢ ftrength. I muft bave pofls at fort Edward and other carrying

¢ places. Thefe drains, added to common accidents and loflcs of

¢ fervice, will render me very inferior in numbers to the enemy,

% whom I muft always expe&t to find ftrongly pofted.” Baggage

guards, care of the fick, boat men, and other contingencies, with

the defence of the batteaux and moveable magazines, were fuch ad-

ditional drains, that the Britifh line, September 1gth, amounted

to little more than 1100 men : of thefe 76 were killed, 240 to 250

wounded, and 28 or 30 miffing ; lofs of the line about 350: I

was by Gen. Phillips in the front of the line, when the 20th regi-

ment made the laft charge, they were much fatigued, yet they

moved on with fpirit. After the firing ceafed, the 62d regiment After a&i-
did not exceed go or 60 men ; Col. Anftruther and Major Harnage on Sept. 19,
were both wounded, great many other officers killed and wounded, 624 regt.
that regiment fuffered greatly. It was not in the power of men f:clf’\' 6
to keep up a better fire than the artillery did for feveral hours;
there were 48 with 4 guns; I faw Capt. Jones, a very gallant man

who commanded them, killed, and other officers wounded, and I

think 36 of the men werc killed and wounded. Our lofs in all

rather more than goo. On the next day, I fhould have been forry

to have ordered thofe regiments, after fuch gallant fufferings, to

have attacked an enemy reported four times the number of our

whole force : add to this, the country a very thick wood, and

we could not reconpoitre the rebel camp in that fpace of time.

On Sept. 22d, a letter from Sir Henry Clinton mentioned his

intention of attacking fort Montgomery. I never heard that any

officer of any rank entertained a thought of attacking the enemy a-

gain at that time, Some very confidential fcouts much under the

dire@tion of Gen. Frafer, were of opinion, from a bridge the rebels

laid over the Hudfon, that Mr. Gatcs on the approach of Gen,

Clinton would pafs the river and go towards New England. I liv-

ed intimately with Gens. Frafer and Phillips, and Mr. Twifs the

engineer, but I never heard any officer exprefs an idea of retreating No id-a ot
after the action of 1gth Sept. or a difapprobation of our remaining retreating
in that camp without either attacking or retrcating. The right of g"““:'cj“ .
the enemy too ftrang to be attacked with any profpect of fuccefs. 03_‘7,9’ =
Scarce a day pafled without confultations between Gens. Burgoyne

Phillips and Frafer ; and no day I believe after the attion of the

xgth Sept. The movement O&. th, was to obtain a knowledge

of the enemy’s left, and if expedient to attack them there. The

force left in the camp under Brigadier Gen. Hamilton was not more

than fufficient to keep the enemy in check, I think I muft have

heard had there been any difference of opinion between Gens. Bur-

goyne and Frafer : Gen, Frafer only exprefled a difference of opi-

nion in employing the Germans at Bennington ; he was pleafed

with the manner in which the troops pafled Hudfon's river. QOn

the 7th O&. Gens. Phillips and Reidefel exerted themfelves very

much to form the broken troops, and to make the retreat as rcg,;ua
N :z av
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lar as poffible. After the retreat was become general, Sir Francis

Clarke afked me if I had ordered the artillery to retreat ; I faid I

would not take that upon me, as there was a major general of artille-

ry in the ficld, confeffed to be a very excellent officer. Sir Francis

to}d me he was going from Gen. Burgoyne to bring off the artille-

ry. About the inftant of parting a_very heavy fire came from the

enemy, and I have fince reafon to believe that Sir Francis at that

time received his wound. On the 8th the enemy formed a line in

the meadows, and made a demonftration of attacking us, they can-

nonaded us very much. That afternoon, I fhall never forgettheir
cannonading during Gen. Frafer’s funeral : he had defired to be

Affefting  buried privately in one of the redoubts. Gens. Burgoyne, Phillips,
fight at G. Reidefel, and other officers out of refpect to his memory, and to
Frafer's fu- honour him in the eyes of the army, contrary to his requeft, at-
veral. tended his funeral : the enemy were in this inflance very defective
in humanity : they kept up a cannonade on the redoubt during the

whole funeral fervice, which was performed with great folemnity

and deliberation by Mr. Brudenel the chaplain.—I never faw fo

affe(ting a ficht.  On our arrival at Saratoga, Lieut. Col. Suther-

land was detached to repair bridges and roads, that we might conti-

nue our retreat on the weft fide of the river, but was recalled on

the enemy preparing to attack us in great force. The attack was

fufpected under cover of a thick fog then prevailing : after the con-

vention a rebel general informed me that on receiving information

that they would be very much expofed to our artillery when they

came on the plain, he retreated and fent notice to another general,

though his fenior to retreat alfo ; and that Gen Gates approved and
confirmed his orders. Previous to the council of war, the generals

had determined to try a night march, abandoning the carriages and

baggage, and orders were given to deliver as much provifion as thé

men could carry ; but from difficulties in getting out the provifi-

ons, it could not be accomplifhed ; and we had intelligence the next

day that the enemy pofleffed both fides of the Hudfon between us

and fort Edward 1n force: 1500 men were pofted on the eaft fide

of Hudfon’s river to difpute the ford ; 2000 between us and fort

Edward on the fame fide the river ; and 1400 more alfo oppofite Sa-

ratoga a little above the firft party ; all of them were pofted previe

ous to the action of the 7th O&. Inanfwer to a meffage from Gen.
Burgoyne, Gen Gates gave a folemn affirmation on his honour,

that he had made no detachment during the treaty. Gen. Bur-

goyne put the queftion to the council of war, if the treaty in its

prefent fituation was binding on the army, or his honour engaged

Gea. Bur- in figning it? they were of opinion it was. Gen. Burgoyne was
%nyntf forfr clear he was not bound ; bpt among others, was compelled to yield
tl’:”{‘;;‘;%/ on the following confiderations : that relief from Gen. Clinton was
) improbable while their provifions could be made to laft ; dlankdeclares
his poft untenable, and if convention is not figned apprehends confi-

derable defertion; blank thinks 47th not to be depended on; 4lantis of

the fame opinion ; dlank thinks 62d difheartened by the fituation of

their poft, and not equal to their former exertions ;—feveral officers

think the men in general defirous of the convention ;—many of the

beft officers abfent by ficknefs and wounds from all the corps ;—

though the other officers at the head of the Britifh think they can

anfwer
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anfwer for their men if attacked on their prefent ground, it is evi-
dent they do not think any part of the army in that elevation of {pi-
rits neceffary for defperate enterprifes;—to break off the treaty
now, renders a renewal hopelefs, as our condition muft every hour
grow worfe ;—a defeat would be fatal ;—a victory would not fave
us, having neither provifions to advance nor retreat againt an ene-
my, who by experience we know are capable of rallying at every
advantageous poft ;—and that the life and property of every pro-
vincial and dependant on this army, depends on the execution of
the treaty.

I apprehend when the officer faid the 4%th was not to be depend-
ed on, he meant they were fo low and weak they were not capable
of vigorous exertions, but nothing that implied a want of 1pirit to
endure as much as they were able. I never heard of a propofal of
Gen. Phillips to make 2 way with a body of troops to Ticondero-
ga; but I heard him make an offer, which I thought a fpirited
one, to rifk'attempting a paffage with one or two of our beft guides
to defend that fortrefs. Return of Gen, Gates’s army figned by
himfelf, 12 brigadiers, 44 colonels, 45 lieutenant colonels, 49
majots, 344 captains, 332 firft lieutenants, 326 fecond lieutenants,
34¢ enfigns, § chaplains, 42 adjutants, 44 quarter mafters, 30 pay-
mafters, 37 furgeons, 43 mates, 1392 ferjeants, 636 drums and
fifes, 13216 prefent fit for duty, 662 fick prefent, 731 fick abfent,
387¢ on command, 180 on furlough, total, 18,624. The briga-
diers were Nixon, Poor, Learned, Glover, Paterfon, Warner,
Stark, Bailey, Whipple, Brickett. Fellows, Woolcut. Befides
the above there were the upper {taff of the army, batteaux men, ar-
tificers, and camp followers. ‘The men on command were on the
rear and flanks of the King’s troops. At figning the convention,
Britifh prefent and under arms 19og. Germans 1594, in all 3501.
Nov. 1ft fit for duty, Britifh 2086, Germans 1633, rank and file
in all 3719; the difference arifes from people recovered, and per-
haps a miftake in the firft account taken. Not a fhilling of the
military cheft that I heard of fell into the hands of the enemy. I
kept the fecret fervice account ; Gen. Burgoyne never appropriated
any part to his own ufe ; he paid out of his own purfe, expences
that ought to have been charged to the public ; fuch as prefents to
j;iec(;ple who diftinguithed themfelves, aéts of charity to women who

ad loft their hufbands, and on other occafions ; he was fubject to
all the expences attending a commander in chief, with only .the
appointments of a lieutenant general ; and I believe his appoint-
ments were not equal to his expences.
- Examined by other Members, and by Gen. Burgoyne occafionally.
The returns of Britith and Germans are rank and file ; provincials
atfirlt 83, on Sept. 1ft, 680, we had not arms for them all. Duefl.
What allowance of waggons to a regiment ? A/, 1 do not recol-
leét any waggons we had to allow. Regimental baggage was car-
ried chiefly in battcaux. The quarter mafter general knows more
of the baggage than the adjutant general. I had not much Icifure
to pay attention to the ladies ; I know very little of their beauty or
their numbers. Queff. Would not 2000 women be a confiderable
obje&t with refpe& to provifions ? Ar/. I{hould have been forry

go have had 2000, Qucf, How many were there ?  Auf. 1 czg;
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not give a tolerable guefs ; by the commiffary of provifions return,
very few were viftualled from- the ftores. The dragoons if mount-
ed might have been applied to very ufeful fervices. The contract
for horfes was for bringing forward provifions and artillery ; the
contradtors never meant them for dragoon fervice. If any party did
make its way backto Canada, it is likely to have been a party of pro-
vincials who run away when repairing roads ; our guides faid if we
attempted it we muft break into fiall parties and go by Indian
paths. The commiffary told me the provincial women were fuppli-
ed from the men’s rations. I never heard the women were any
impediment. Inever heard a doubt of our reaching Albany, mean-
ing foon after taking Ticonderoga; the army was well provided.
It a junction with Gen. Howe could have been formed, I am of o-
pinion the misfortune at Saratoga would not have happened. If
the expedition under Gen. Vaughan could have come up the Hud-
fon about the aftion Sept. 1g9th, Mr. Gates would hardly have kept
his army together without he had returned to New England.
Queff. 1f the troops under Gen. Vaughan would have had {o pow-
erful an effect, even fo late as September, What effeét do you fup-
pofe the whole army under Sir Willlam Howe, affifted by all the
fleet and craft, would have had as early as the beginning of July,
immediately after the impreflion which took place among the enemy
after the defeat at Ticonderoga?  .4s/. Moft certainly a great army
upon Hudfon’s river near Albany would have contributed very
much to our making our way to Albany. I looked upon our force
not to be equal to forcing our way to Albany without fome co-ope-
ration. I had no where to expeét it but up the Hudfon’s river
from New York. Col. St. Leger’s fuccefs would have been of ufe.
Mr. Gates, we had been old acquaintances formerly, whén the
King’s troops went by with accoutrements on, afked me if it was
net cuftomary on ficld days for arms and accoutrements to go toge-
ther ? I told him there was nothing in the convention relating to
accoutrements. He replied, ¢ you arc perfedily right:’* and turn-
ing to fome of their ofhicers faid, * if we meant to have had them,
¢ we ought to have inferted them in the convention.”

Lorp GEORGE GERMAIN’s Speech,
Giving a Sketeh of the Ewidence to be produced by Adminiftration.

. Fune 8th, 1779.

ORD George Germain rofe and opened the evidence in favour

of adminiftration. He faid his objeét was by no means to
accufe any gentleman ; but to defend the miniftry from the reflec-
tions thrown out againft them. He trufted that when gentlemen
confidered Gen. Grey had been only one year and five months' in
America ; that he had feen no more of the country than what lies
between the head of the Elk and Philadelphia; and between that
city and New York; they would be of opinion, however high he
ftood in his military character, that he had certainly formed a ve-
ry light and hafty judgment of the unanimity of America ; efpeci-
ally when the evidence to be produced fhould prove, that a very
confiderable part, if not a majority of Americans, were friends to

Great
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Great Britain ; that this would appear the more flriking, when the
Committee fhould find, that there were actually regimented in our
fervice, more Americans than were to be found at prefent under

the rebel commander in chief. That farther lights would be thrown
on that point, by proofs, that we can raife men in America for five

or fix dollars each, while the Congrefs could not get them under

266 ; and by the laft difpatches he had received, the Congrefs

bounty for recruits amounted to £. 75 fterling 2 man. Prefumptive
evidence fhould be brought to prove the difaffetion of the Ameri-

cans to their new government, from the circumftance of Congrefs

voting §0,000 mien, yet they never had been able to mufter more

than 20,000 ir one army. As to the adequacy of the force fent out,

his lordfhip had no -doubt about it; in his opinion it had been
adequate, not to the reduction of America united againft us, but
divided as they were, to the reduction of the rebellion. He re-

peated again, that he did not underftand the object of the fouthern
expedition by the capes of Virginia. If the general had landed at
Newcaftie in the Delaware, and had his favourite route to Philadel-

phia been by the head of the Elk,he would have had a fine fhortroad

to Philadelphia; the general’s rcafon for not landing there, that

the enemy was in force at Wilmington, he fhould prove to be chimeris

cal; for he thould demontitrate to the Committee, that there was nd
enemy . in force within fourfcore miles of Newcaftle; fo that Sir
Andrew Snape Hammond muft have been mifinformed at leaft

with refpe& to the land force. His lordfhip alfo obferved on Sir
William Howe’s not having made a diverfion in the Mafiachufets ;

for that purpofe he certainly could have {pared 3000 men ; for he
required only 11,000 for his fouthern expedition, yet had full

14,000 at the battle of Brandywine, while Wafhington had no Rebels ax
more than 10,000, Sir William indeed had faid, and faid truly, Brandy-
that the rebel army confifted of 135,000, but in thefe were included Wine only
the drivers, futlers, and followers -of the camp, and he had evi- E”C‘f’

~ . owe

dence who could prove to a man, that the number of fighting men 14,000.
in Wathington’s army in that battle, amounted to no more than *
10,000, If a diverfion had been made in the Maflachufets, Gen.

Gates never would have been uble to have muftered the army with

which he had forced Gen. Burgoyne to furrender. With regard

to the northern cxpedition, he thought it highly juftifiable from

the nature of the fervice which made the French undertake quite 2

fimilar one in the laft war ; and as to its praticability, the general
himfelf in whofe hands it failed, had never entertained a doubt a-

bout it until the unfortunate affair at Bennington, from which he

dated all the difafters that befel our northern army. Every poft

where oppofition could be expected had been taken; but the encmy

by our delays in bringing up immenfe trains of artillery, and a great

fuite of provifion carriages, was fuffered to grow ftronger ; for when
Gates went to take the command of the rebel aruy, it confifted of

no more than 2,500 men ; but by our delays it was fuffered to en-
creafe to 18,000, That his lordfhip had fammoned Gen. Robert- Gl:f—;at tffﬁ-
fon to the bar, whofe long refidence in America, upwards as he 2-¢r 9"
undetftood of 24 years, whofe high and deferved rank in the fer- o ™
vice, and prefence on the fpot when the rebellion broke out, fur-

gifhed him with every reafon to expe@ that his evidence would be
: accurate
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accurate and important; and that he was in every refpelt, from his
long experience and local refidence enabled to give the moit fatife
factory information to the Committee.

Major GEx. ROBERTSON.

Called in and examined by Lord George Germain,

HAVE ferved about 24 years in America, as quarter mafter cene-
ral, brigadier, and major general. I have had frequent op-
portunitics of mixing with, and learning the political fentiments
of the inhabitants, and believe that the few artful men who broughe
about the declaration of independence, wers the only people who
rejoiced at it. Even after that declaration, when Lord and Gen.
Howe arrived at Staten ifland, the pcople cherifhed the thoughts of
a reconciliation ; and Waihington’s army, on {ucing flags of truce
pafling between the armies, exprefled fuch joy on the occafion, that
their commander gave out an order on the 20th of Auguft, affuring
the troops that there was no treaty, although he had, onlv 3 days
before fent the propofals of Lord and Gen. Howe to the Congrefs.
From all my enquiries, and from converfation with thofc beft able to
give me information, I underftand more than two thirds of the peo-
ple would prefer the King’s governiment to the tyranny of the Con-
grefs.  If the people of that country who are fuffering from alts of
triendfhip to us, were treated by us as enemies, and told they were
fo, it would naturally cool their friendfhip, and tend to make them
enemics. The armies of the Congrefs have not filled ; they have
often threatened, and been obliged to draft their militia. They uf-
ed every exertion in 1776 ; but I never heard from good authority
of their colleting any army of more than 16,000 men. When Sir
William Howe approached the Delaware in Dec. 1776, the rebels
under Wathington who retreated through the Jerfeys, were not a-
bove 3000 men. In 1976, the rebel Maryland regiments were
well clothed and accoutered ; but many of the others were ill cloth-
ed and ill armed ; and none equal in difcipline to the King’s troops.
In 1776, as to the force neceffary for quclling the rebellion, I ne-
ver heard fuch a great number of troops wifhed for, as were aGu-
ally employed. In the late campaign, the troops did not carry much
provifion ; but in the laft war, they generally carried ex, fometimes

Jourteen, and on particular occafions #ineteen days provifions. In New

England and the middle colonies cattle very numerous ; it would be
difficult for the rebels to drive them all away ; but the owners would
Le adlive in fo doing or otherwife, according to the treatment they re-
ceived from our army : If the cattle were overtaken in one place with-
out the people being paid, you would probably find them fearce in a-
nother. When we landed firft on Long ifland we found all the
farms ftocked, and moft of the people living in their houfes. In that
country, wherc the people arc fo much and fo warmly divided, it
1s lefs difficult to get intelligence than in another ; but when we are
anxious for information, it is natural to complain; I find M.
Wathington complained he could get no information in the couns
try.  In Jerfey and Pennfvlvania there are ftrong places ; they
arc very cxtenfive countrics, the face very different in djfferent

parts ;
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parts where not cleared they are cgvered with wood; much of
Jerfey has been cleared, and about Philadelphia, the country is all American
farms as about London, their fences are poft and rail, which are fences weak
not very ftrong, but eafily removed. . The theatre of laft war wys 4
continued wood, early in the war we reckoned that country very
ftrong, as the Indians and irregulars were moft formidable in thon;,
Trappears now that order and difcipline are not fo ufeful any where
as 1n woods ; and a covps raifed in America and difciplined by an
acquaintance of mine, has fhewn itfelf more fuperior to the rebels
in the woods, than our beit battalions are to theirs in the open field.
One may go a great way and not fee fo ftrong a poft as where Gen.
Wolfe forced his landing near Quebec. Sir William Howe had a
confiderable fhare in forcing that poft: but 1 fancy Gen Wolfe
himfelf landed foon. I have already faid that corps of ours are
far fuperior to any of the rebel corps in the woods. In New Eng-
land and the middle colonies there are many roads, but I dont ap-
prehend that woods ever prevent an army marching in as many
columus as they pleafe. On a proclamation being iflued for the in-
habitants to take a declaration of loyalty, numbers came and fign-
ed addrefles, commending our government, and abufing that of the
rebels ; thefe addrefles were printed with the people’s names at Our impru-
length. We foon left that country: and the rebels took up the dence in
figners and banifhed them, or fent them to the mines. In 1576 in P;’(;‘_“i‘;g
the Jerfeys I know of no fleps taken to difarm the difaffected ; or **¢""°™
to arm the well affected, except fuch as enlifted. Iknow of no mea-
fures that year, to encourage the inhabitants to embody a militia
againft the rebels. There was much plundering, which loft us
friends and gained us encmies. The commander gave repeated or-
ders againft 1t ; yet plundering was very frequent. I always confi-
dered the great object of the war to be the regaining the people,
and to accomplifh this by proving to them we were their friends.

Some parties plundered Newtown on Long ifland. I had them
tried; they were fentenced and punifhed ; I fent to the town and
defired I might pay the damage. The foldiers were acquainted
with this, and never plundered any more. Quef. Did you give
out the following order? ¢ Neawtown, Long Ifland, Aug. 31/,
 1796. " Brigade orders. Major Gen. Robertfon refponfible for
¢ the actions of thofe he commands, takes upon himfelf the cx- g, itent
‘ pence of fatisfying the people of the village, for the depreda- Brigad:
¢ tions committed upon them by part of the firft brigade laft c- orders.
“ vening, Without firft doine this piece of juftice, he could not
¢« have prefumed to intercede for pardon to thofe, a Court Marti-
“ al has condemned. He hopes for the future the troops will ab-
 ftain from a crime, which difgraces even victory, and defeats
* the King’s intentions to protect and reclaim his American fub-
“ jeQs.” Anf. Yes, 'The provincial troops in our armies are a
pretty good body of men, ufefully difciplined, and have always
fhown fpirit enough. A recruit had g dollars, or 22 . 64. The
Congrefs gave £.100 currency, or £.§6 : 5 :—Number of our
Provincials about § or 6000. Our fuccefs in the country depends
on our having the people, whether as provincials, or militia, or as
inhabitants armed in their own defence; every means taken to en-
courage them is good policy. Congrefs voted for 1777, 85 or 86

) . battalions,
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battalions, goo men each : I heard they never got half. Our force
in 1777 was §2,815. of thefe 40,874 were under Sir William
Howe. Ia Auguft the troops with Sir William Howe were 15,834
fit for duty ; at New York with Gen. Clinton, 10,879; at Rhode
Tland. 3,453. It was a force that could beat any the rebels could
bring againft it. I have been always of that opinion. I am well
acquainted with Hudfon’s river and the country on each fide of it,
1 lived long in the neighbourhood of that river. By letters on the
table, Gen. Goc, and thofe he confulted with, (that is Gens.
Fawe, Clintsn and Burgoyne) on his leaving the command ac-
quainted lord Dartmouth, that they thought opening a communi-
cation between Canada and New York, by taking pofleffion of the
Hudlon, the belt of all plans; that made me think the better of
my own opinien on that fubject.  Tam clear that the force of our
wiole army wus cqual to have poffeffed the North river. I con-
verfed with many officers on the fubjelt of the expedition to Phila-
deIphia by Chefapeak bay. Many of them feared Gen. Burgoyne’s
army would be lott if not fupported. I wrote mylfelf to a gentle-
mun in the Houde, (Sir William Howe) that if Gen. Burgoyne
extricated himfelf {from the difficulties that he was furrounded with,
fature ages would huve little occafion to talk of Hannibal. Gen,
Howe’s voyare to the fouthward was a diverfion, but could not be
the moft powerful ; a movement to Albany would have been a much
more powciful diverfion.  Had a corps been fent by fea to alarm
Now knciand, it would have kept their militia at home. At that
time I was going to America with 1700 men, if the winds had
carried us to that coaft, I thought that fuch an appearance, and
burning a tew barns, would have brought back the New England
army. As an inftance, when a large body of rebels were marching
to fupport fort Wathington, a fleet of Dutch tranfports failed from
the Hook, on which the rebels were afraid for Philadelphia, and
thele troops were countermanded. If a communication by the
North river had been eftablifhed with Canada, we certainly could
have raifed provincial corps along the river; I think the inhabi-
tants favourably difpofed ; and the loyalifts might have been armed
inttead of the rebels ; many would have taken arms for the King ;
laft war we got all our provifions in that country, except pork.
The Highlands in our pofleflion, Hud{on’s river ‘would have af-
forded means of fending our army within 6 miles of Albany withs
out much interruption.

Examined by other Meinlers. My employment led me to be in-
formed of the refources of the country in different parts of it, and
of the nature of thofe refources. Hudfon’s river aftually divides the
vorthern from the fouthern provinces ; the northern produce cat-
tle which are wanted in the fouthern, and they again wheat which
is wanted in the northern ; our poffeffing that river would almoft
cut off all communication between them. It is a great objet, and
would greatly diftrefs them. Laft warour army pafled from ,New-
York to Albany, 170 miles, in two days, by means of that river.
Near Albauy bodies of Indians fired on us. I'know that thip load-
ed fails from London bridge to within 6 miles of Albany, A fri-
gate may go within 30 or 40 miles of Albany. The road is gene-
rally clofe to the river fide, and no where above 5 or 6 miles dif-

tant,
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fant. The command of water and a fleet, mu{t give forces adecifive
advantage. Any army may be tranfported with great eafe from one
fide to the other in any part of it.  If T could give any information
to the Houfe on the pofleffing Hudion’s river, and the likes George
and Champlain, it might be ufeful to the rebels, Que”. How do ycu
imagine the rebels would hear it ? A4/, They have heard fo much
I imagine they would hear that, Que2. Do you think the rebels
have a friend in this Houte ? Anf. [ % pr not. This is not a
place to confider whether it is a practicable meafure to eftablifh and
maintain a general military command in Awmerica. The loyal
people dare not appear without protetion. Our plans fhould be
agreeable to our force ; and we fhould not make detachments where

they are fubjet to be cut off
Examined by Sir William Ilrzve. Since the rchellion began 1
have been with the army, but I have feen prifoners and perfons
from the rebel country. As to communication with the country,
if T had any, this would not be a place to tell it in. A man,
who I think the moft knowing of any in the covntry, affured me
before the rebellion began, that the principl: of independence was
hardly known , and that he only knew one man of that opinion.
There might be rejoicings in the rebel army on the act of inde-
pendency, and poffibly by order, but I dont tukc a fex e jiyo to
be a proof of people’s inclinations,  As quarter-mafter general, the
quartering troops in private familics, was a triing point for peo-
ple’s tempers, and gave me occafion to obicrve that the people
were.very loyal : that they had a reverunce and affection for this coun-
try, and were more jealous of cach other than of Britons ; and all
my information fince has confirmed me, that the with for indepen-
dence was not general. Rebel oilicers intormed me that in all at
New York and Long ifland thev were 16,000, (in fummer 1756) ;
end of 1776, the army with Waihington on tue Driaware, only 30c0.
In the converfation almoft ot every day and every meal, among the
officers, of the force neccflary for quelling the rebellion, it was
faid an officer (Lord Ambherft) had refufed the command; and to
do it with a good grace, had demanded 20,000 mcn ; that demand
was thought to be rather extravacant.  Quc/. Cun you name any
" general oﬁicer you converfed with on that fubjelt, after Gen. Gage
left America ? Anf. After that a aviih <vould bawve beea wnncceflars,
becaufe the trovps came. ‘The army that came from Halitax to
Staten ifland might be 6000 men, rank and file. I gave Sir Wil-
liam Howe my reafons againtt landing on Lonyifland at that time ;
becaufe the rebels were intrenched and in force on Long ifland ;
we had no carriages ; the foldiers muft have carried every thing we
wanted ; and every day an ariny from Europe was expccted.  The
ten days provifions carried by the foldiers laft war wus generally
flour and pork ; they carried it in a pack on their backs ; there are
many gentlemen prefent awho have often carried fuch packs.  Queff. Did
they carry ten days provifion when they expected to meet an ene-
my ? Anf. Pery often ; our army againft fort Pitt marched 4 or
500 miles in that manner; ten days provifion was the common
quantity they carried. Qwefl. Do you know the weight of ten days
Pprovifions ? © Anf. Yes, 1olb. and 40 ounces. 1We found a great
mumber of cattle on Long ifland ; when they were taken by the
0 2 sene-
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general’s orders, I dare fay he dire@ted payment, but many were
taken he could know nothing of. The inhabitants might be fright-
ened out of Utrecht for any thing I know ; but I found numbers
in Gravefend and Flat bufth, I never heard Gen. Howe difcourag-
ed bringing intelligence. I confider every country I go through
with a military eye ; a good deal of Jerfey is cleared land ; the
parts near the coafts and the roads are very pradticable ; fometimes .
a ftrong place: but itis 3 or 400 miles in extent. The inland is
mountainovs. On the North river the road through the High-
lands, for about 12 miles is very ftrong ; the reft from New York
to Albany not rcmarkably fo ; the country is a good deal fettled ;
I do not remember any confiderable rivers ; the road I have faid is
only g or 6 miles from the river; with a fleet tranfporting our fu-
perior army, carriages, artillery and flores, we might turn, har-
rafs, and have great advantages over an army who had no fuch
conveniencies. Queff. Would you have advifed the army going
by water and not by land up Hudfon’s river ? A/, Certainly by
water, and by land when you pleafed. Quefl. Would you advife
an army to be landed in the face of an enemy ?  An/. With our fleet
we may go to Albany in two days; but it would take the rebels
twelve; fo we might land out of their reach whenever we pleafed.

On carry- We always carried 100 men in an Albany floop of 70 tons. We

ing an ar-

) muft firlt have driven the cnemy from the Highlands. If the rebels

my to
bany.

“had attempted to unite their northern and fouthern armies, the
force they could have brought together, would have been far infe-
rior to our two feparate armies. The tranfport of provifian for
fuch numbers is beyond the rebel powers. Wathington’s army, I
believe, was troops moftly from fonthern provinces ; he would not
have brought the {fame number to Hudfon’s river, as the country
could not have found fubfiftence for them ; he had not provifions
and magazines on that route. Wafhington’s mode of fupply was
very precarious ; fomstimes he had not 48 hours provifions. ‘The
10th and 15th of July 1777, I fancy he was at Morris town., Queff.
Can artillery march through woods in columns ? - 4n/. There muft
be a road made for artillery. Quefl. Mark out any part of the coun-
try where the army in difterent columns could march, and keep up
a communication with each other?  Anf, Wherewer there is not a
pafs or a fingle bridge to go over. Qweff. Dont you think woods an
impediment to marching in columns ? A/, If an army, marching
towards the enemy, wanted to form foon, it would march iz as
many columns as it could, though in a wood. Queff. Were the male
inhabitants found in their dwellings where the army marched or
were they dcferted ?  4n/. If it was heard the people who ftaid
in their houfes had been ill-treated, the others would probably be
deferted. In Utrecht, Gravefend and Flat bufh, I know the dif-
pofition of the inhabitants ; I found them in the places T went to;
if any ran away, it was through fear, not difaffection; I know
it was Gen. Howe’s with to prote&t them. Quef. What addrefies
did you allude to, when you faid the names were printed at length
to them, which occafioned many to be taken up and condemned
to the mines ?  An/. The addrefles were from part of New York
province to the governor, and were printed in the York paper, a
day or two before we left that part of the country,

Fune
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- Sune gth.  Examined by feveral Members. 1 was in Philadelphia
14 days in 1778 till the town was evacuated ; in 1777, hearing the
rebels meant to attack Gen Clinton, I went to join him in the Jer-
feys. I had many occafions of converfing with perfons refident
under the rebels; I was at Bolton ; I commanded at New York,
and no body came in without my queftioning them; I took every
opportunity, the fubjet was Interefting. I never heard the rebels
deferted in corps ; but that their militia refufed to be drafted, and
the rebels brought troops and forced them. A great number of
perfons, on the defeat of the rebels in Long ifland declared for go-
vernment. Queff. In what numbers, /. In Now York about
11,000, 2Queff. Was not New York in pofleffion of his Mujefty’s
troops # Anf/. Yes, we could not elic have tuken their numbers.
Queft, Could any magiftrate of his Majefly command in Philadel-
phia, after the army was withdrawn ? 42/, Surely not. Que/.
Where was d’Eftaing’s fleet when we were preparing to abandon
Philadelphia ? 44/, In the weflein ocean. Scon after we got to
New York it was feen off Sandy hook ; ## feemed to raife the fpirits
. ¢fthe navy ; the failors at New York applied to have the honour
of going on board Lord Howc’s fleet to fight the cnemy ; I never
heard any officer fay he fhould have gone out to fizht the enemy,
when they lay off Sandy hook. The provincials under Sir Henry
Clinton might be 4, 5, or 60co men ; do not think them power-
ful enough to keep our pofts in America, without the affiftance of
the King’s troops ; wherever therc is a fort, they would make a
good defence ; but 2 mixed body creates emulation, and makes the
beft garrifon.  Queff. from Mr. Burke. How are the Provincial
eorps compofed ; are they moftly Americans, or emigrants from
various nations in Europe 4/n/. Some corps moftly natives ; the
greateft number fuch as can be got ; many may be emigrants ; our
force fimilar to the rebels in that circumftance ; Gen. Lee informed Half there-
me that half tle rebel continental army avere from Ireland. As to bel army I-
invading New England, I meant to alarm the coaft, rather than rith.
diftrefs 1t; T fhould have burnt the houfe that would have made
the greateft blaze, and done the leaft mifchief; fhew, not force,
was wanted for that fervice ; many plices offer where I could have
effe@ed my purpofes, without endangering my retreat. Quef.
Where were thefe places ? [ This being decmed an improper qufiion,
it <vas negatived.] Queff. Did you think yourfelf authorifed to
land on this fervice, without orders from the miniftry or your fu-
perior officers in America ?  An/. 1 never burnt a houfe in my life ;
I have often prevented it ; but at that time it would have anfwered
4 great end ; and as often as I have it in my power to annoy t}.lC.C;
nemy with effe@t, 7 will take the reff upon myjelf. Q. Did the mmi-
ters ever confult you on the American operations ? . When I had
the honour of talking to the Secretary of State, I faid that where a
minifter employed a general in whom he had confidence, he would
give him all the force and intelligence he could, and leave him to
purfue fuch plan as would be fuggefted by circumitances. The
minifter faid I was right ; and that he authorifed the general to
follow his own plans.
The caufes of the rebellion are better known to others than to

me. The one-third ill-affected became ftyonger by their ”ms’kan%
. CP
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kept the others in fubjection. It was the general wifh not to'be
taxed. As to the alternative of a feparation from Britain or fub-
mitting to taxation, that involves queftions of f.fate, to which I am
not competent. The laft commithoners made it clear to the world
that France made its treaty with Congrefs, after the favourable re-
folutions of this goverrment were known. When Wathington was
near Quibbletown or Morris town, his magazines were flender :
How to  had our army been pofted between him and his provifion country, he

}‘ad"c :i[(}; muft have moved; there is a road from Mills town or Hill{bo_rough-
erglcs atc to the Delaware; had our army taken that route, Wathington

Quibbleton, c0'ild not have annoyed them without quitting his ftrong pofition,
which would have tended to bring on an action. The Delaware
with pontoons may be pafled at many places within ten miles of
Trenton. Our army had pontoons. I told Gen. Harvey that in
that woody country, pontoons were eafier mnade there than carried
out. Our army then 17,015 men; rebel army fome faid 8, g and
fome 10,000 men; from Hillfborough to Trenton 22 or 23 miles;
from Trenton to Philadelphia 30 miles. I dont know the road
from Elk; but I know the road from Trenton well ; after pathing
the Delaware theve is a wood of 4 or ¢ miles, then the river Ne-
fhaminy to pafs, the rett of the ground plain and pradticable. I
know a number of advantages that would have arifen from going
up the North river ; the advantages from going fouthward I can-
not fay. When we evacuated Bofton in 1776, great quantities of
linen and woollen merchandizes were left behind : the rebels were in
great want of thofe articles ; they might have been removed with the
army ; we took with us all the veflels at the wharfs, that were fit for
fea and left the reft; at that time I think Gen. Howe would have done
wrong to have gone to New York, the voyage to Halifax was not fo
long ; and at Rhode ifland we probably fhould have found no provi-
fions. At Brooklyn, Aug. 27th 1576, aridge of heights feparated'us

Bartle of  from the rebels ; the rebels had poffeffion of thefe heights ; it would

Brooklyn. have been difficult to have forced them ; Gen. Howe by a nightmarch
pufhed in between thefe heights and the rebel lines ; by this move-
ment we got 2000 prifoners ; our troops were going to ftorm the li-
nes, when Gen. Howe ordered them back. We have fince heard thefe
lines were weakly manned, and had only 300 men in them ; Putnam
having detached all the reft of his 7000 men to the heights ; none
of us knew this at that time; I did not think ftorming a proper
meafure. The rebels fired cannen at us ; I dont know how many
they had. Queff. Did the rebels carry off their heavy cannon ; or
did they as is faid in the gazette, leave them all in their works ?
[Gen. Howe and bis friends objecled to this quefiion.] At 7 in the
morning, I was informed the rebels had evacuated their lines ; I dare
fay it was known earlier at head quarters; their rear guard em-
barked between 8 and g ; I was ordered to march abour 8'; diftance
from the lines to the ferry a mile and a half. Q. Had our troops
marched at 6 o’clock, might not the rebel rear been cut off ? _/. From
our camp to the place where the rebels embarked could not be u-
bove an hour’s march. Q. Could any of the rear guard have em-
barked and efcaped in the tace of our troops # 4. The place of
embarkation was difadvantageous to the rebels; it is commanded
by heights. It the intelligence had been known at 4 o’clock.

[Meos
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[ Montrefor proves that it was known at 4 »’clock.] there was time e-
nough to come up with them.. 2ueff. Do you not think it was an
obje&t at that time . to have deftroyed as many of the rebel army as
poffible ? Anf. At all times.  When the rebels abandoned fore
Lee they left a good deal of baggage ; they halted at Newark 2 or
3 days, and had much baggage and ftores at Brunfwick ; from
Newark to Bruofwick 26 miles ; from Staten iflund ferry and Am-
boy to Brunfwick about 6 miles ; from the ferry at the other end
of Staten ifland to Elizabeth town one mile; Elizabeth town lies
on the dire&t road from Wewark to Bruniwick ; I have often heard
that a fufficient corps of troops might have been fent to Brunfivick
or Elizabeth town to cut them off ; even the rebels have publifhed
it; they faid it would have been a fatal blow to them ; the rebels
were about 3000, and 2000 of ours might have been fufficicut,
that number will always beat 3000 of theirs, Q. Could 2000 me
have been fpared ? A4/, The 4 or 5000 men for Rhode iﬂang
were ftill at New York under Gen. Clinton ; the 1ft brigade (of
4 regiments, his own) were alfo there; and 7 or 80oo men on
Staten ifland.

Fune 10th.  Examined by feveral Members, 1 dont know any
men lefs fubject to error than thofe who conduéted laft war in Ame-
rica; but. I fhall never commend any body’s conduct in the lump,
.I have heard miftakes imputed to Gen. Wolfe, and even to Cetar
at the battle of Pharfalia ; but examination did them both honour.
I ferved under Gen. Wolfe at Louifbourgh, but I never heard him
fay he was blundering day after day, and muft biunder fom ime
longer. before he could render any efiential fervice to his country ;
but this I believe, that errors teach people wifdom. Of the rivers
that fall into Hudfon’s on the eaftern iide, I faid Croton’s was not
fordable but that I knew of no other but what was fordable ; that
the Fifhkill was almoft every where fordable ; I have walked over
the country about Schuylers patent, and do not even remember the
name of the Great Wappinger ; rivers near great mountains are
fubject to torrents ; but I know of none that after rains are 100
feet decp as the queftion fuppofes. Q. Have you rot faid a thip
might go from London bridge within 6 miles of Albany ? Ax/.
Yes. Queft. What do you mean by a Jhip? Anf. A three-mafed
veffél!  Queft. Have you not faid that veflels of force may go
within 30 or 40 miles of Albany? 4#/. Yes; and on enquiry
have found 1 have done the river wrong ; they can go nearer to
Albany. Que¢f. What do you mean by a fhip of force ?  An/. A
frigate ; any that draws 17 feet water. Queff. How near can fuch
a frigate go ? .4nf. Higher up than I fpoke of ; I was blamed
for faying the could not go higher. ,Qucf. Who blamed you?
4. Gentlemen who have lived on that river, and have a partiality
for it. Q. Did you never hear there are fands and fhozls a good many
miles below Albany, that make the navigation precaricus ? 4. There
are two called overflaws ; one 1z miles, the other 6 below Albany:
the thip I fpoke of gets over the firft, and takes out part of her
cargo before fhe pafles the fecond. Quef. What fize are Albany
floops ? ~ Auf. Seventy tons. Qucf. Did you never hear‘of fuqh
floops being a-ground in the fummer months ? 4. Bad pilotage if

they are, Q. Does wood form the only ftrength of a country #
: A. No;
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A. No; a country may be ftrong without wood. Q. Is the coun.
try from Elizabeth town to Trenton in the Jerfeys a ftrong coun-
try ? A, The terms frong and =v®ak. when applied to any coun-
try, if it is not compared with other countries as a ftandard, are
wague terms. Q. Is that country not a ftrong country for military
purpofes ¢ 4. I know countries i’tronger_, and countries not fo
ftrong’; 1 dont know any paricular ftrength in that route. Q. Had
Gen. Howe confulted you on the practicability of that route, the re-
bels beiny infurce in that part, what would you have anfivered? 4,
T thould have drawn a fketch of the country, pointed out the ftrong
and weak parts of it, and formed a plan how beft to avoid any difficul-
tivs, and I do not remember any that were impra-ricuble ; for the
fpace of ground as many diiliculties might be mee with in going
to Suffex. Q. Did you think fome fhort time before the rebellion,
that @ gra‘n of prudeuce in the Sritifh councils would have prevent-
ed that rebellion 2 4. A military man is not a proper judge of
the motives of the King’s councils; I cannot accufe the King’s
councils with the want of & grain ef prutence. Q. Did you never hold
that language ? A, 1 lope ot 5 of I did, Tdid very wwireng. Q. Did
vou hold that language aut home or abroad ¢ 4. I never fad I
beld fuch language. Q. Did you or not hold it ? 4. I cannot
anfiver that my words have been difcrect on every occafion ; if they
have not been fo, 7 dont come heve to confefs it. Q. You have faid
the force in 1776 was adequate to the object of the war ; what were
the objelts of the war ? A4, To enable the loyal fubjes to fhake
off the tyranny of the rebels, and return to the King’s government.
Q. Were thefe objets attained ¢ 4. I am forry to fay they were
not. Q, Whofe fault was it? 4. I dont pretend to fay that,
Q. Was uo body to blame ? A, Icant fay that neitler. Q, Who was
to blame ? 4. It may be kuowon from a biffory of the wwar, and the

The hifto. Politics of the countrv. Q. Was Sir William Howe to blame ? 4. I
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war will
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am glad to fay, I believe Gen Howe never took a meafure he did
not think for the beit ; wwhen I did not approve of bis meafures, 1 dif:
trufted' my own judgment, and delieved I avas wracquainted <vith bis
motizes 3 but I can praife or blame no man’s conduét in the lump ;
as far as my capacity extends, I am rmnjv to praife or blame any part qf
his condnét. Q. Was you in any offenfive operation except at
Long Itland and New York? 4. I dont remember I was; dut
give me leave to fay, I never amitted an opportunity of being in any o~
ther. Q. Did you think the force in 1776 adequate to the fub-
duing the Americans 7 4, I think the force we had, with the per-
fuafions and other advantages we_had to make ufe of, adequate to
enabling the good Americans_to fubdue the bad ores, adequate to
fubduing the rebellion. Q. Did the minifters never confult an of-
ficer of your rank. who had been 23 years in that country, as
quarter mafter general, and general officer # 4. T dont remember
converfing with a minifier above an hour in my life ; I related the
greateft part of my converfation with the minifter yefterday ; they
trufted {fo much to Gea Howe’s experience they needed no advice
from me. Q. Was our force in 1777 adequate to the fubduine the
rcbellion 4. That is according to the plan that might be :dop-
ted 5 Jf avas certainly equal to fome plan ; it was equal -0 Bear any re-
bel army ; and the choice of fituation depended on us. Q. From

your
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your knowledge of the country, was the war likely to be a war of

battles or 2 war of pofts > A. Ewen that depends on the way we di-.

rected our courfe. - Q. Was our force in 1978 adequate ¢ 4. The
arrival of the French fleet prevented our carrying on many offenfive
operations. Q. Is our force for 1779 adequate ? 4. I hope in
time it will prove fo ; but fubduing the rebellion depends more on
our management than our force ; I am not fanguine enough to fay
that I fee where it will end ; T hope it will end fuccefsfully for us;
I hope we may gain the people, by convincing them we dont mean
to forfake them ; by convincing them we are their friends ; and
confider a great part of them as ours ;—that would be an agreeable.
way of ending the rebellion :—but to end it by conquett, and to
keep that couintry by arms only, would be burdenfome.

Examined by Sir William Howe. 1rcally dont remember the
number of cannon taken in the enemy’s lines at Brooklyn. 1T be-
lieve Sir William Howe promoted the officers he thought beft of.
I think arms were given to fome inhabitants on Long iftand and
Chefter county that were not in the provincial corps. If arms had
been given to people throughout the whole country we pafled
through, many might have made an ill ufe of them. The place
where I firft /zwv the effe& of plundering was on Long ifland, next
on York ifland ; I have Aeard in other places a good deal of plun-
dering was committed. Q. Will you explain the degree of plun-
dering within your own knowledge on Long and York iflund ?
A. When I firft landed I found in all the farms poultry and cows,
and the farms ftocked ; when I pafled fometime afterwards I found
nothing alive ; thefe were fome reafons appeared publicly to me ;
I faw fome men hanged for plundering ; and I have heard that after
Wathington took the Heffians at Trenton he reftored to the inhabi-
tants 21 waggon loads of plunder, he found among their baggage. 1
have faid Sir William Howe forbid plundering. I believe the Hef-
fians looked on America as an enemy’s country ; it was natural for
them who did not know the people, to think them enemies ; people
better informed, 100 much adopted the notion. Some officers in Europe
would not permit plundering even in an enemies country. I dare
fay Sir William Howe took the means that occurred to him to pre-
vent it. Q. Will you explain what officers you meant, when you
faid, fome-officers perhaps did not take care to preventit ? A. The
refle@tion was general ; 1 did not allude to any particular. Q. Do
you know any particular inftance where the orders you allude to
were difobeyed ? 4. As often as plundering was committed the
order was difobeyed. Queftion repeated?  A. 1 can give no other
anfwer. Q, Can you fay that any officers did not do their duty in
preventing plundefing, agreeably to the general’s orders ? 4. I

ave no particular accufation againft any officer. Sir William
Howe took a great deal of pains to raife provincial corps. In1777
I heard from people who could beft inform me, that the rebels did
not get half the men they voted. Our army at New York was
37,812, at Halifax 1768, at Florida 1594, in all 40,874, thefe
were the totals, including fick ; the returns making the number
under Sir William Howe 29,478 are thofe fit for duty only, inclu-
five of provincials, but exclufive of Halifax and Florida ; this re-
tura is dated Auguft 1ft, 1777, Q. How do you make out 49,8743
- P having
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having {tated 13,834 under Sir William Howe, 10,189 under Gen,
Clinton, 3455 at Rhode ifland, 1760 at Halifax, 1594 at Florida?
A. The one return includes all the fick. Q. Do you fuppofe 8042
were fick at one time, or half of them ? 4, There were fick and
prifoncrs with the rebels 3 one is the general return and is 40,874 ;
Army un- the other of 32,832 is the major of brigade’s return of men fit for
der Howe duty. Q. Did you ever bear that in Auguft 1779, there were
32,832 Bt 46000 men victualled, exclufive of the followers of the army ?
for duty. A. I really cannot fay from my own knowledge ; but if I was to
fpeak from my own belief, the viftualling returns in America
would furpajs that number, in that part of America where the troops
were under Sir William Howe's command. Q. You have faid thas
Joree was equal to the object of the war, as it could beat any force
the rebels could produce again(t it ; had you awny other reafon for
that aflerdon ? ./, With a force equal to beat any the rebels
could bring againit ir, with the other advantages I have named,
and manv I have not named, I think the force adequate. Q.
What are thofe advantages you have not named? 4. One great
0.0 weas a fleet veady to tranfport us to fuch fcenes as we chofe, with
Great ad- more union and promptitude than the enemy could travel ; magazines
vantages of af onr command ; cverv thing neceflary that this country could afford
Gen. }}1{°‘."_° as well as if we had been near our magazines :—thefe are among
§lfs” €™ the number of advantages :—I need not trouble the Houfe with any
more. Q. What force could the rebels bring againft us where Sir
William Howe commanded ? 4. From good authority I never
heard they exceeded 16,000 in one place. Q. Had Sir William
Howe at any one time a larger number than 16,000 ¢ 4. Yes;
when he lett Jerfey 17,045 men; and the armies at New York
were then all at his difpofal, and within his reach ; he embarked
for the fouthward with 15,000 men, and left with Sir Henry
Clinton 10,189. The returns of the 17,000, I had from Major
Smith, a major of brigade, and from Major Wemyfs, a very exatt
and intelligent ofticer. Q. How could you in 1777, have difpofed
of Sir William Howe’s force for the pofleffion of Hudfon’ river ?
Gen. I’{o- A, After being in paffeffion of the Highlands, 1 would have embarked
bertfon’s ¢pe army and gone up the river ; New York in that fituation would
plan fora&t- - . . . A
ing on the DAvE been fecure; a part of the force left with Sir Henry Clinton
North or  Would then have been at liberty to threaten the coaft of New Eng-
Hudfon’s land: I apprehend thofe two moves would have rendered Gen:
¥iver. Burgovne fecure, and have faved his army ; and a juncion with
Gen. Burgoyne would then have given us pofleflion of all the ad-
vantages the North river affords. Q. Do you know the force of the
rebel army at that time in the Jerfeys and province of New. York ?
A. 1 have heard Wathington’s force was 8, g, or 10,000 men ;
and the troops Mr. Gates took the command of 2700, Wathing-
ton was then in his ftrong camp near Morris town. Q. Do you
know what corps of rebels Gen. Sullivan commanded ? 7. I could
not be exact in that. Q. Do you.know what force Putnam had in
the Highlands ¢ .4, After Sir William Howe failed to the fouth-
ward, Putnam detached two brigades to Gates’s army; I have
heard he had but few after it. Q. Can you under thefe circums
ftances be a judge of the defence the enemy could have made in the
Highlands A, [ bave fugpofed the Highlauds in our poffeffion. | 1

woyld
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would not have embarked the army for. Albany while the rebels
were in poffetfion of the Highlands. Q. Then you have o opinion
to give of the difficulty of getting pofleflion of the Highlands ?
A. The Highlands leing taken afteracards, may give us an idea of
the force néceflary to take them at that time ; we know what force took
them afterwards : had Sir William Howe’s plan been fixed to go
up the North river, he would probably have taken them earlier in
the fpring, when they were much weaker. Q. What force had Sir
Henry Clinton when he took them ? A. Ecrween svo and three
.thoufand.men. Q. What force had the encmy ? A, Three or four
bundred men perbaps; but their forts <vere fully manzed, Q. Suppofe
the rebels 15,000 men at the beginning of the campaign, would the
Highlands have been eafily taken ? 4. I have faid that I fuppofe
they would have been taken carlier in the {pring, when they were
lefs fortified, than when Sir Henry Clinton took them. Q. Had
fort Montgomery a ditch to it ? 4. Our people found a dificulty
in getting through the abbatties ; but I never heard of any in get-
ting into the fort when they came near it ; our officers found the ab-
batties very frefh ; the defences had been a good deal improved fince
the {pring ; from New York to fort Montgomery is 47 or 48 miles.
: Wll)he‘n I wrote to a Member of this- Houfe (Gen. Howe himfelf) of
Gen, Burgoyne’s danger, we had had no unfavourable accounts from
him; the conclufion I drew was not from any misfortune, but from
the fituation his army was in ; his communication cut off ; the rebels
being round him, and encreafing every day. Two fuch movements
as ] have alrcady defcribed ; that is going up the North river, and

making. a detachment of 2 or 5000 men to the coaft of New Eng- And for .
land, would have prevented the growth of the rebel ariny; even larming e

any appearance on that coaft would have kept numbers of their mi-
litia at home ; a landing, not a poflefion would have been my
aim ; as to fea force, I would only have wifhed for as much as
would have protected me againtt the rebel privatcers, and furnifhed
me with boats to land with, and I thould have been glad of 16 or 20
flat bottomed boats. 'The appearance of a fleet creates an alarm ;
the fear natural to the human mind that every great mifchief will
fall on yourfelf, would have operated on the different villages, and
called back the militia to their detence. Q. Do you efteem every
part of the country equally aflailable ? 4. It is not all equally
difficult. Q. How would you eftablifh a communication between
Albany and New York ? 4. A moment’s confideration makes me
fee the impropriety of anfwering that queftion ; I can only fay, I
!}elieve that country very favourable tous. Q. Do you know any
inftance of the people’s taking up arms in fupport of the King’s
authority ? 4. People will not take up arms where they do not
expect 2 lafting fupport, I would not defire them till they could
be regularly armed and laftingly fupported ; pofleffion of the North
river and the eafy affiftance they could receive from New York,
tight put them in that fituation, and then I might expect great
numbers to appear for the King’s caufe and their own. By pofiel-
fion of the North river, our army could have affifted them more
readily. than Wafhington’s could have annoyed them; and it in fuch
a conteft, an aftion could have been brought on, our army pofiefled
of a fleet would have had decifive advantages. One year 1 regne}r)n-
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ber the river was never fthut ; moft years the Albany floops are laid
up from the middle of November to the 1oth of March; but the
inhabitants are numerous, and if armed could oppofe a rebel force
which could not be great in winter, when troops can’t keep the
field ; or for the firft year we might with great convenience to the
troops quarter humbers of them among the inhabitants.

Q. How many pontoons would be ncceffary to crofs'the Dela-
ware at Corriel’s ferry or Trenton ? 4. I neither know the exalt
breadth of the river, nor the length of the pontoons. I fhould
think the river 7 or 800 yards wide: I have ften in America bridges
madc over rivers in that way, not with regular pontoons ; we taf-
tened them tocether, and fixed them with weights ; fo that wag-
gons went over them very eafily. Q. Do you know what number
of pontoons would be necefiary for a river 5 or 8oo yards wide?
. The fcience of making bridges has not lately fallen under my
confideration ; but if I am allowed to retire, I will bring an ac-
count in a fow minutes. Q. Mufl there not be a great apparatus
for carrying pontoons, and a great quantity of cordage neceflary

On Bridges for making a long bridge ? 4. So much that I would rather try
and pafling ¢4 make moft of them with materials found on the fpot. Q. How
:,}.'fl.L,DCIa' long do you think a bridge of rafts 700 yards long would be in
o making ¢ A4, The people of that country are very dexterous at’
their axes ; woods grow on the fide of the river; beams of houfes
might be ufed ; the country fupplies fuch materials, that in 8 or
10 days fuch a bridge might be made over the Delaware ; I think
Czfar’s bridge over the Rhine coft him but ten days. It would be
very difficult to make fuch a bridge with an enemy oppofing you,
but the courfe of the river is long, and it is not without example
that morc diflicult rivers have been paffed in that fituation. Q. U-
pon rafts ? 4. Upon rafts or pontoons, or fuch means as they
have been able to acquire; the Rhine, the Rhone, and the Danube
have been pafled in that manner, with the enemy on the oppofite
fide. The pofleflion of cannon and the higher banks give advan-
tages in pailing rivers, that the inftances I had in my eye were
without. Q. What fort of cannon, what calibre do you allude to
as neceflary to pafs a river 700 yards wide. 4. Twelve pounders,
nay even fix pounders would throw the fhot the diftance I have
mentioned. Q. Are you acquainted with the fhore of the Dela-
ware about Corricl’s terry 4. I have pafled there; and have
come down the fides of the river. Ibelieve itis irregular and woody
on the Jerfey fide; there are few ferries, becaufe there are many
ftones, ‘which would favour the rafts I fpcak of ; but I am far from
fuggefling it as an eafy meafure. Q. Did you ever hear there was
a corps of rebels under Sullivan between Sir William Howe’s army
and the Delaware at the fame time we lay at Middlebufh ? 4, Yes
I have heard fo.

When I was marching towards Brooklyn ferry, and came near
the rebel lines, I received orders to march to Hellgate, and oppofe
Gen. Lee who was faid to be landed there. Capt. Balfour told me
at 7 o’clock the rebels had quitted their lines; I immediately got
my brigade under arms ; fent notice I was ready ; waited for orders
to march, and received them z;bopt 8 o’clock.” I marched within
120 or 130 yards of the enemy’s lincs ; I knew the ground perfeét-

. ly
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1y well ; I could not judge of the firength of the lines ; I imagine
«d the general called back the troops for the fame reafon. I under- G.Vaughan
ftood the grenadiers under Col. Stuart werc moving on when they ordered to
were called back ;- and that Gen. Vaughan fent to know if he retire from
fhould go on and attack the lines, and Gen. Howe ordered him to ltf: ‘ees"d’d
retire. \

- Queflions from the Commitree. A great many cannon fhot flew o:

ver us, they wereill pointed ; fome men were killed and wounded

by fmall arms. Q. Do you think if the rebel lines -had been forced

at that time, all the rebel corps might have been taken  or deftroy-

ed? A. All that were on Long [jlan.

Examined by Sir I:lljam Hoave, 1 think Lord Cornwallis arriv-

ed at fort Lee 18th November. I dont know Gen. Vaughan was

detached to Newbridge in purfuit. I underftood the rebels pafled
‘Hackinfack bridge and then halted fome time. I dont know how

‘Lord Cornwallis was employed from the 1gth.to the 24th. It was

very rainy weather ; there muft have been difficulty in getting up

artillery and baggage to Lord Cornwallis’s corps at fort Lee. There

may be bye roads from Newark to Brunfivick without gsing by E-

lizabeth town, but they cannot be very wide of Elizabeth town,

as the mountains come down within a few miles of it; Elizabeth

town is in the dire¢t road from Newark to Brunfwick. Many re- On cutting
bel flores were reported to be at Brunfwick ; I do not know of off thercbel
what they confifted ; probably provifions; my information was not [<"rer s i
only from rebel officers, but from gentlemen who paffed through gpoeory
Brunfwick. Gen. Clinton’s detachment was then at New York ;

the opportunity of taking Rhode ifland could not be loft, as the

paffage is open all the winter ; and the navigation to it not very
dangerous in any month : Sir James Wallace in the Experiment of

-§0 guns came through that paffage in Auvguft 1778. Even if Gen.

Clinton had been fent without line of battle fhips, I know no im-

propriety in it ; two frigates would have been fufficient to cover

our tranfports. We derived much advantage from being properly

covered by line of battle thips in all our landings and embarkations ;

but I have feen landings made lefs regularly but effectually; at
Louifbourg we made an cffeCtual landing ; moft of the men were
- landed by the tranfports, we had no flat bottomed boats ; at Rhode

ifland frigates might have covered the landing ; fhips can come ve-

1y near the land ; the water is like a mill pond; befides had two

deckers been thought neceflary, they might have gone without fide

of Long ifland, and the tranfports and frigates within fide. I

think the men might have been landed without them, even if they

had been oppofed. Q. Had Sir William Howe detached 2000

men from New York to Jerfey, would there have been a favour-

able profped of cutting off Wathington’s army ? .4, The dates The datesse
and diffances will give an anfwver to that queftion /jmer than any ifﬁe&mces
thing I can fay. I know the 1ft brigade marched into New York Pare: ol
before the rebels pafled Newark. Q. Would it have been prud§nt pmve"the'
to have fent 2000 men without artillery or provifions? 4. To in- rebels mighe.
tercept a flying enemy, one would not have withed for any ar_tl,l- have ﬂ}_,ecn
lery, but what was very light. Q. Was not Lord Cornwallis’s cu ofi.
corps fufficient for following that flying enemy ? 4. Suficient for

Sollowing it ! 1f T underftood people’s wifh, it was that it ﬁxouilndt brc
.e e
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intercepted. The rebels boafted they made many ftands. The acs
counts I had, made Wafhington 3000 men. Q. Suppofing Wafh~
ington had 5000, would not 2000 men landed either at Elizabeth
town or Amboy been greatly committed ? 4. It would not be
right for 2000 to have engaged §000; but perhaps 2000 men
might huve feized pofls ; the country is fuppofed to be ftrong, that
might have ftopped the rebels, and given Lord Cornwallis time to
have come up; if we had taken pofieffion of Brunfwick, we
would have had a river todefend uvs: I anfwer this merely as Sir
William Howe has been pleafed to afk mc, I do not propofe it as
an expedient. Q. Who had the management of removing the goods
from Bofton ? 4. There was a man appointed for the purpofe, he
began to collect the goods, but it was not executed in any degree.

Fune 14th. Examined by Sir William Hosve. Q. Was you not
employed by Sir William particularly in the management of remov-
ing the goods ¢ 4. I had the honour of converfing with Sir Wil-
liam Howe on that fubject, and of carrying his directions to Mr.
Bruth, who had a commiffion for that purpofe; I thought it a
matter of confequence ; I gave him what affiftance I could ; he
carried it in fome part into execution ; he made a faint attempt to
execute it 3 but was forbid before be made any great progrefs. Q. Was
not a confiderable quantity of merchandize fthipped oft ? 4. Some;
but a fmall proportion of the whole. Q. Were we not in great
want of fhipping ? 4. We wanted fhipping a great dcal. Q. Could
more have been removed than was done ? 4. I think if the holds
of the veflels had been well flowed, the goods might have been car-
ried without interfering with the tranfport of troops, inhabitants,
or military ftores. I {aw a great many fhips faid to be loaded that
appeared light. T was informed they were not well ftowed. 1told
Sir William Howe I thought it of great confequence that the mer-
chandize fhould be carried off. I thought the flores fhould have
been either carried away or deftroyed. I know not what orders
the admiral gave; but Ihnowv there<vas a good deal of (hipping left 3
which though not immediately fit for fea, was eafily made fit.
Q. Were not all the thipping and naval ftores deftroyed or render-
ed ufelefs ? A. I think not. Q. If Gen. Burgoyne’s army had
come by fea to New York. would it have been better calculated for
getting pofleflion of the Hudfon? 4. I think not; the route he
was directed to purfue was the moft effe€tual. Q. Was his force
fufficient for penetrating to Albany ? A4 1 thould have thought fo §
and if Gen. Howe’s objet was to go up the North river and join
Gen. Burgoyne, 7 was, and am now of opinion, that his force was
tufficient for that objet. Q. What was the affiftance that might
have been expected from the inhabitants ? A4, The afliftance eve«
ry government derives from the people being of their fide ; the ad-
vantages are fo numerous, that I cannot enumerate them. Q, What
did you mean by faying that Sir William Howe had the choice of
fituation ? 4. hc could have attacked what part of the country he
pleafed, and would have had the choice of fituation, in preference
to the enemy that followed him. Q. Is it then your opinion that
the offenfive army leads the way in the field, and the defenfive ar-
my follows ? 4. I will explain myfelf by an example ; had Sir
William Howe gone up the North river, he would have had the

choice
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ehoice of fitwation in preference to Mr. Wafthington, who was to
follow him. Q_Would Mr. Wathington have permitted Sir Wil-
liam Howe to march through the Highlands without oppofing
him? 4. I never had an idea of marching to Albany; I have
fo often. gone. there with an army by water. I have faid before, it
was neceffary to poflefs the Highlands, Q. Would Gen. Wafliing-
ton have faflered Sir William Howe to get pofletlion of the High~ Gen. Howe
lands quietly ? A. Had Sir William Howe’s plan been to go up atks if he
the North river, he would have taken thé Highlands in the {pring, "'“E{d “}’:“
or whilft Mr. Wathington was cooped up in his ftrong camp in t;{i;l}:l;nfs
Jerfey. 2. Do you {uppofe if Sir William Howe had marched to quirrwsy.
the Highlands, whilft Mr, Walhington was in his camp at Middle-
brook, that he would have remained there, and let Sir William
Howe take the Highlands qaietly 2 A. Wathington in quitting his
firong.camp would have put himfelf in a worfe fitvation, and mighe
poflibly have given us an opportunity of engaging him at lefs dif-
advantage. 1 have been aflured by the oflicers who took the rebel
forts in the Highlands, that they were not fo firong in the fpriny
s when Sir Henry Clinton ftormed them. If Sir Willium Howe,
when he was before Wafhington’s camp with a {uperior army in
June 1774, had detached from his army as great a reinforcement
to Sir Henry Clinton, as I brought him in the fall from England,
(only 1700 men) Sir Henry would have then done what he after-
wards did late in the feafon.

Q. Do you know if the picquets moved as foon as there was cer-
tain notice of the rebels having evacuated their lincs at Brookiyn ?
A. Tknow I was not ordered to move till a great while after they
had evacuated their lines. The lincs were deftroyed before 1 faw
them ; T did not fee that {pot till a fortnight afier.

Examined by other Members. 1 have already fuid I approved the
plan for opening a communication with Canada, by {eizing pofiei-
fion of Hudfon’s river. I haveread Sir Wlliam Howe’s letter
Odtober gth 177 laying down that as a primary objcit; Gen. Bur-
goyne’s coming to Ticonderoga was very advantageous ; there
could not be a better opportunity of carrying that plan into ex-
ecution ; the Highland torts taken, we bad eafy accefs by witer
to fupport them trom New York; after that, nothing could h.ave
prevented our army going within 12 miles of Albany. 1 havefcen
the tide rife 3 or 4 fect at Albany; Ihave gonc from New York Gen. Ro-
to Albany in about zo hours : the diftance is 170 miles, The fou- bevtfon R‘ls
therly wind prevails on the river all fine weather ; there are but E;’:S ‘i‘;\' -
two winds on it ; it is either up or down. When the Rofecand | o™~
Pheenix pafled New York up the North river, the rcbel cannon
from the fpace they were fprcad over, and from their fire, fcemed
about 200; the two fhips loft very few men, not above 4 or 3.
The North river is ftraight, all but at the Highlands, fo that (hips
going up cannot be oppofed by batterics a head.  Sir Henry Clin- Gen. Howe
ton after taking the Highland forts began to fortify them: buta ’('-n.'vcn(t; .
good part of his force being ordered to Philadelphia, he thoughtit “ -/
prudent for the defente of New York to abandon the Highlands. o oivo the
The decline of our intcreft in America may be imputed to the cap- Highlands.
ture of Gen. Burgoyne’s army, to the French alliance, and to o-

ther caufes which I cannot deferibe. Q. Had Sir Willian Hows
OPCl'll:c
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operated with his force on the North river after hearing of tlic tak-
ing of Ticonderoga, inftead of going to fea, .and going by the Che-
fapeak to Philadelphia, do you think that Gen. Burgoyne’s army
would have been made prifoners ? 4. I thould think they would.
ot have been made prifoners ; the officers of the army and the prin<
cipal inhabitants were of iy opinion on that {ubjet. 2. As Gen.
Howe recommended fortifying an ifland near Bofton in two letters
previoufly to evacuating that town, do you k.now what circums-
ttances prevented its being carricd into execution ? A4, I 'do not
know. 9. Was not the confequence of not furming fome protec=
tion for the thips of war that were left, the lofs of many of our
victuallers, tranfports, and ftore (hips, and the capture of many of
our troops ? . It appeared Capt. Banks was driven out of the
bay, as the enemy could annoy him from what place on land they
pleafed ; had we been pofiefied of the moft proper ifland, probably
Capt. Banks could have continued ; the misfortunes alluded to hap-
pened in confequence of our having no fhips of war there.

As to the returns of the army, I {poke with fome exaétnefs;
the troops with Sir William Howe at New York and its dependen-
cies and Rhode ifland, were 29,478 ; the fick, prifoners with' the
rebels, and men on duty, amounted to 5933 ; Wemyfs’s corps
the Queen’s rangers, and 2d battalion of Skinners, amouating to
§oo men not included in this return; it the fick, prifoners, and
men on duty of 12 Heflian regiments, and the prifoners of Rhall’s
brigade, none of whom are in this return, amounted to 1¢9g ; the
garrifons of Halifax and Florida being 3362 ; thefe added together,
the two returns agree, and {hew the army uader Sir William Howe
was 40,574 men,

2. On what did you form your calculation of the river Dela~
ware being 700 yards broad at or about Trenton ? 4. The Houfe
defired me to {peak what my memory fuggefted ; but afraid of mif=
leading the Houfe, I have fince made enquiry, and find that no
part of the river above Trenton exceeds 400 yards in breadth.

As to people in Amcrica fuffering for their faithful attachment
to this country, I have known more inftances, than in that of any
other country I have read of.

I am acquainted with King’s ferry on the North river ; I fhould
think Wathington could not pafs that ferry, we in pofleffion of the
eaitern fhore ; our men of war may lic in that pafiage with great
facility ; 1 think it is between two and three miles broad. If
'\Vaﬂu.ngton could pafs, Gen. Howe with a fair wind could come
down in 24'hours; when the wind is contrary, Albany floops get
about 18 miles in a tide ; foutherly winds on that river make fine
weather, northerly winds bring foul weather. I think any army
on fhipboard in that river, pofiefles great advantages over another
on eithcr of the banks ; had Gen. Howe gone up to Albany, and
Wafhington croffed at King’s ferry, I fhould not have apprehend.
ed any danger of being cut off. 'Q, Would you have wifhed to
have got Gen. Wathington in that fitvation »° 4. I have faid an
army in thut fituation would have great advantages over one on the
fhore,

When -our ﬂeet’ failed for Rhbode_ifland, I thought Lord
Howe would beat d’Eftaing, and moft people were of my opinion,

2, How
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9. How many people do you think were to be found under the
protetion of his Majefty’s arms at New York in 1776 that could Every body
have given & minute and exaét defeription of Frog’s neck 2 A, It is knewFrog's
‘very near New York, every body there knewv it 5 as many knew Froy’s necke
neck there, as would know Hampflead bere. Q. How many that
‘knew Hudfon’'s river, the country in Jerfey and round New York ?
A. When people ffir from home, thefe are the places they go o-
ver ; if they know any country at all it is that—As to thé inhabi-
tants being acquainted with the face of the country, their great
traffic is buying land ; I fuppofe there are more furveyors of land
there than in any other part of the world :—as to communicating
information : there is a great deal of zcal in that country ; nobody
isindifferent ; and the people are great ncwimongers. 2. By whom
was the perfon who was employed to bring away the ftores from Bof-
ton forbid to proceed ? 4. Sir William Howe directed all good
fubjets to bring in their goods, and they fhould be taken care of
by this Mr. Brufh ; notice was alfo given that thofe who did not
bring them in, would have them tiken away ; that invoices and
receipts thould be given them; and that however affelted, they
fhould get their goods again at the next poft: fome progrefs was
made in this ; but the people clammoured and refufed invoices: u-
pon thefe difficulties occurring, Sir William Howe bid me tell Mr.,
ruth to defift : thefe goods were a great advantage to the rebels.

2. Would 11,000 men been fufficient to keep Wathington’s army
at Middlebrook in check ? 4. I imagine 11,000 of our troops
could beat any army Wafhington had. I have faid before, that if
‘Gen, Howe had only taken 11,000 men into the Jerfeys, Gen.
Clinton in the mean time might have taken the Highlands, Asto
my opportunities of information, from my fituation I converfed
with every body that came in ; I made it my bufinefs to enquire of
every body who I thought could inform me of the difpofition of the
people ; I had many opportunities from converfation, from letters,
and latterly great numbers who had lived among the rebels came
in, their information was generally addrefled to me. I introduced
thefe gentlemen to the King’s Commiffioners. [ dare not name :2ein,
otherwife their names would gain rofpect and belicf from this Houfe.
"The Commiffioners exprefled theirs, and had the fame good opini-
on of the veracity and importance of the informers.

In 1776, Gen. Read the rebel adjutant general faid, that the re- 5 report
port of a treaty with Lord and Gen. Howe had like to have difband- of cace,
ed their army; and that it obliged Wathington to iffue the public rebel army
order that there was to be no treaty. This he did to perfuade the like to have
people that the King had no gracious intentions towards them, and difbanded.
that hopes of a treaty werc vain. I never fuppofed the Congrefs
ever was, or will be, defirous of entering into a treaty ; when I fay
the people, I mean the grofs of the people. The addrefles for
which the people were fent to the mines came from Weft Chefter,

New Rochelle, White Plains, and the borders of the North river,
T dont include New York ifland ; they were prefented to the gover-
nor of*New York ; printed by Mr. Rivington ; but by whofe or-
tder I do not know; I commanded in New York; but I knew
nothing of the publication. . Poflefled of the Highlands, I know

nothing to interrupt an open communication up Hudfon’s rivc:x}‘l :
. the



118 , . Ewidence of Major Gen. Roberifon.

G.Vaughan the rebels under Putnam, with a {uperior army and artillery, could

went wp ot interrupt Gen. Vaughan, who went up and burnt Afopus,

Hudfon’s 314 made frequent landings on that fide of the river. The river
river in the g6 a crook in the Highlands,and all the reft is ftraight ; the lands
foce of afu- . 1. @ P .
gerior army very high on cach fide, makes the fides look near, I fhould guefs it
11 or 1200 yards acrofs ; butin diftances on water it is impoffible to
be exact; the high banks often becalm veflels ; clofe to them there is
no anchorage ; the tide runs very ftrong ; I have pafled through
there againit the wind ; were the enemy on either fide with artil-
lery, an army whofe motions are quicker on board of fhip, if they
found an advantage in landing might land ; if not, they would not
approach the enemy’s batteries without a fair wind to carry them
patt.  The inhabitants of the provinces in 1777 and 1778 were not
able to defend themfelves againft the rebels without our affiftance ;
but I have proofs of their being very ready to arm ; I got 10 com-
anies of inhabitants in New York to purchafe uniforms and em.
Eody themfelves, without a farthing expence to government. A-
bout Philadelphia the country is a plain; a few miles diftant it is
hilly, but not mountainous. Laft war our whole army penctrating
™ o, the country through woods, carricd often 10 days provifions;
;V;‘ 3:;“‘: fcouting parties carried 13 or 19 days provifions ; when they were
3iovifions. Clofely engaged they laid them down ; on 10 1b. flour, and jo oz.
) pork, for 10 days provifions, I have feen armies live and thrive
for Months together. Q. H7thout other provifions 2 A. Ves, wvithons

any other provifions, at Crown Point, we fed on flour and pork in

the proportion I fpeak of. 2., Were they on a march at that time ?

.1, They had marched, and 4/d march, and were doing hard work.

I have often vindicated that acquaintance of mine who demanded

20,000 men.  Gen. Howe advifed pofts to be taken on the North

giver, the beft time for that operation was when Gen. Burgoyne

was at the other end of it. T was not confulted on the Canada
expedition. 2., Whether you tound the accounts given by the A-

mericans both here and abroad, of the ftate of the rebels, were un-

influenced by fituation and circumftances affecting the fecurity of

their own property ? 4. All people may be blinded by their inter-

eft, it fometimes decetves them, and fomctimes leads them to deceive

others, Q. If you had commanded the Britith army, would you

have rifked any operation of confequence on fuch authorities on-

ly 2 A. Therc are a number of p-ople in Aimnerica, on whofe au-

Excellent  thority T would ritk any thing. //7en I confider that gueflion, !
’f‘elc’g’,“ Y dont confider <vbat country a man is of 5 my confidence is perfonal, not
(};nﬁ:!cicc. local. 2, Have you any property in that part of America under
' the rebels 7 4. My land is all wood, and never brought me a

thilling : fome trifles are owing me in America. I fhall not be
paid the {ooner or the later for any thing I have faid to this Com«
mittee : all the people in America do not owe me £. 1¢0o0.

. Examined by Sir William Howe, . You have faid the grofs of
the people were defirous to treat ; did they make any offers to the
fir(t Commiffioners 2 4. The grofs of the people cannot make of-
fers ; they would be hanged if they did. _Q‘ Where had the re-
bels afuperior army when Gen. Vaughan burnt Efopus ? 4. With
Putnam on the banks of the Hudfon. The officers under Gen.
Vaughan faw that army. 2. You have faid that Siy William Ifowe

feqt

Army laft
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fent home a plan for going up the North river. do you know that

the circumitances of the war varied very much in America? A. 2%s; Curious
but the North river and its advantages remained. 9, On Gen. Bur- anfwers res
goyne’s taking Ticonderoga, was that a good reafon for Sir William lating to
Howe going up the North river when no confiderable army ap- ri“fm_lm;:l
peared to oppofe Gen. Burgoyne’s progrefs to Albany ? 4. If blocking :'P
Sir William Howe’s intelligence led him to believe that Gen. Bur- Boften ha:-
goyne was not to be oppofed by a confiderable army, 7 a forry bis bour.
intelligence avas not «werified. Q. Had we taken the forts in the

Highlands in fpring 1777, could we have kept them without keep-

ing an army there ? 4. Yes, if we had kept a good garrifon in

them. Q. Was there time to fortify any ifland when the army was

coming away from Bofton ? 4. Yes; when we were in Nantafe

ket road sve coxld bawe taken our oion time,
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JOSEPH GALLOWAY, EsquiIre.

A Lawyer, 48 yvears of age, and late one of the American Congrefi,

Examined by Lord George Germa'n,
I Camc over to the royal army Dec. 1776 ; at firft not a fifth of
the people thought of indcpendence ; fome had independence in
view as earlv as 17¢4; thefe men made a ftalking horfe of the law-
vers in the time of the ftamp a&, and of the finugglers when the tea
alt paffed, to found the trumpet in oppofition to government ; nay Not a tenth
not one tenth had independence in view. The Congrefs prevailed of America
ona fmall part of the people to take up arms, then they difarmed forindepens
all who were againft independence. The clamour of the people to “"¢*
treat, obliged Congrefs to fend three Commiffioners to meet Lord
and Gen. Howe.,  Not a fifth part of the Americans from choice
have fupported the prefent rebellion. The laft Delegates from
Pennfylvania to the Congrefs, and all the ofticers of that rebel ftate,
were chofen by lefs than 200 voters, tho’ there arc 30,000 at leaft.
One of the province of New York Delegates for 1774 was chofen
by one vote only*; and he was received by Congrefs, and fat in
that affembly. From the exceffive tyranny of the prefent rulers of
America, from the diftrefles of the war, from the lofs of trade, from
an averfion to French conneftions, which the people in America
. fear will end in a lofs of their liberties civil and religious, from
their old attachment to the Mother Country, and I believe an ear-
neft defire to be reunited to it, more than four fifths of the Ameri-
cans would prefer an union with Great Britain to independence.
Many at firft deluded by the Congrefs and its adherents have fele
every degree of diftrefs ; from thofe feelings they now reafon, and
would prefer their former happy fituation to their prefent mifery.
The Americans would be diftreffed if they thought an opinion pre-
vailed at home that they were in general hoftile to Great Britain,
Q.2 The

* Only t1vo perfons avere at the meeting for King's County, Mr.

" Simon Bocrum and bis friend ; Mr, Simon Boerum appointed bis friend

Clerk, and then the Clerk appoin'ed Ny Simon Boernm a Delegate 10
dbe Congrefi,
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The Congrefs have not found it eafy to recruit their armies ; they
have ufed every method that art or force could fuggeft. They have
drafted their milia; fome have been driven into the field by the
bayonet ; for fubftitutes and recruits from 40/ to 100/ has been
given ; they manumited cvery fervant who entered. Thefe were
the methods by which the rebel armies were chiefly raifed, fince
the people were convinced the Congrefs meant to eftablifh indepen-
dence. When Geun. Howe landed on Long ifland, the beft infor-
mation I could get made Wafhington’s army 20,000 ; thefe were
more militia than continental troops. . After the fuccefs of the Bri-
tith arms on Long ifland, New York, White Plains, and fort Inde-
pendence, Wathington’s army diminithed rapidly. The rebel ar~
my when Wafhington crofied the Delaware, and Sir William Howe:
marched to Trenton, was not more than 3300 men.. They were panic
ftruck and deferted in great numbers. I was at that time in Pennfyl-
vania, many who fled pafled by my houfe, I converfed with them, and
they appeared to me in the extremelt panic. When Sir William Howe
was at Trenton, the people of Pennfylvania were difpofed to fub-
mit, a very few of the molt violent excepted ; very few of the militia
would turn out; they expected the Britifh army in Philadelphia at
that time ; the rebel Congrefs and all their officers fled in a panie
from Philadelphia; before they fled, two out of three gentlemen
informcd me that thev were deputed by a number of refpeétable in-
habitants to wait on Congrefs and inform them, that if Gen. Howe
pafled the Delaware they would implore his protection. The Con-,
grefs anfivered they could not blame them, for they could no lon-
ger prote¢t them.? I had good opportunities of knowing the fate
of the middle colonies, viz. New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania,,
Maryvland, the Delaware counties, and Virginia. ,Gentlemen of
fortune and integrity informed me, that the panic extended through
all thofe parts, and few hoped of fupporting independence, Had
Sir William Howe purfued Wathington acrofs the Delaware, I
verily believe Congrefs would not have been able to raife §ooo men
at the opening next campaign ; every gentleman I converfed with
in Pennivlvania was of the fame opinion. The defeating the Hef-
fians at Trenton had a mifchievous eflett on the Britifh fervice; it
removed the panic, enabled the Congrefs to return to Philadelphia,
revived the fpirits of the difaffeéted, 1induced many of the militia to,
turn out, and contributed greatly to raifing the rebel army next
campaign. Yet Wathington in the winter at Morris town had not
6000 men, and the compulfory meafures formerly mentioned were
ufed.  The Britifh army did not find difficulty in procuring provi-
fions when on the barks of the Delaware ; I drew up invitations
to the country people and in a little time a confiderable maoazine
was formed at Burdentown ; but the taking of Trenton obligcéd the
troops to leave that poft. Had Sir William Howe wintered at Phi-
ladelphia, the country was full of provifions; in 1777 when the
Brinith army was there, and Wafhington had four times the troops he

_ had
1 Several gentlemen now in London know the Congre, d loft all foriie

tude, declared they avere ruined, and in the greatefl di
tbpi; JSolly, ? greateft difirefs weeped g
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had at Trenton, fuch of the inhabitants, army, and navy, as chofe
to eat frefh provifions were fupplied by the country from without
our lines. For 1777 the Congrefs voted 88 battalions, 750 men
each, in all 66,000 men, but they did not bring into the field
16,000, the men were not to be had; in Canada, at Bofton by fick-
nefs, killed in battle, prifoners, and by deaths in their hofpitals
fouthward of New York, upon good enquiry, they loft nearly

40,000% men. Not a moiety of their army volunteers. By ac- Rebel lofs

count kept 2300 deferters came in to our army at Philadelphia, and
there might be 7 or 80oo more. In all at- leaft 3000 came . Per-
baps half as many more deferted into the country to their friends.
Of thofe who camein, the names and places of nativity were tuken
down ; one half of them were Irith, fcarce a fourth Americans,
the other fourth Englifh or Scotch. The provincials in the Britih
army when difciplined are very good troops; a recruit had five
hard dollars. [22/h. and 64.] Congrefs for their recruits gave
twenty paper dollars, befides eight more to the perfon who procured
arecruit. Paper dollars are now from fifteen or twenty for one.
1 have known from 40/, to 100/ continental money given for a
fubflitute.; I have been informed 6 or 7000 provincials are now
ferving in our army. We embodied a militia in Long ifland ;
but none in the Jerfeys nor in Philadelphia, I numbered the males
and females by the defire of Sir Willlam Howe, in Philadelphia
and its fuburbs 4481 males between 18 and 60 years of age; part
were quakers ; but I know no reafon why the others might not
have been induced to take up arms for the defence of the city. I
difarmed the difaffected in Philadelphia by orders from Sir William
Howe. The well affected inhabitants had not, in general, arms put
into their hands. I procured arms for 8o or go who came in from
the country, and another body from the Jerfeys had arms given
them. In North Carolina by the rebel account 1600 men§ took
up arms in {upport of government but were defeated by the rebels.
In the peninfula between Chefapeak and Delaware 2000 took up
arms. In the fame place on another occafion feveral hundreds. In
Monmouth county in the Jerfeys about a hundred. Above Alba-
ny fome diftriGts took up arms and prevented the rebel part joining
Gen. Gates, declaring if they did they would join Gen. Burgoyne.
Cecil county in Maryland where Gen. Howe landed much difaffcc-
ted. About the head of the Elk numbers deferted their houfes
and earried of their effefts, but not all ; after advancing 8 or 10
miles, not 10 or 15 houfes at moft were deferted on the march to Phi-
ladelphia, at leaft 70 miles. The inhabitants fhewed every mark of
pleafure at the arrival of the troops. Fourteen days provifion were

faid

* The rebels during the rebellion bave loft in battle and by ficknefs in
their naval and military fervice nearly 100,000 ; reckoned a fifth of
the able bodied wwhites in America.

§ When our army entered a province, rebel paper was in a manner
#nnibilated, the people ventured openly to refufe it

3 Tawo bundred pounds bawve been given for a Subflitute.

§ Some bad guns, the reft only clubs,

40,000 men

Inhabitants
rife againft
Congrefs.
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faid to be landed.§ The army left Pencadder September 8th, the
firtt provifions received from the fleet in the Declaware was on Otto-
ber 3d. During that time the army was fupplied with large quanti-
ties of provifions by the inhabitants, and took a magazine of flour
at Valley Forge, which I underftood was deftroyed. The army
lay at Philadelphia g or 10 months ; inhabitants 25,000 ; thefe with
the army and navy did not want frefh provifions of all kinds, Part
of that time Wafthington was at Valley Forge in great diftrefs for
want of provifions ; deferters faid they were feveral days at half
allowance ; fome faid they had furloughs to go in queft of provi-
fions. Wathington’s fupplies in great part were brought from Vir-
ginia and North Carolina up the Chefapeak bay, landed at Elk
and carried in waggons to Valley Forge. The inhabitants adjoin-
ing were averfe to Congrefs and did not fupply him. Gen. Howe
in fome meafure relied on me for intelligence. 1 fent tomy friends
on the Sufquehannah and the Delaware. I fent out many fpies.
The intelligence muft have been ¢ood, whilft Wathington com-
plained of want of itelligence, and faid he was in an enemy’s
country. Perfons came to me from all quarters of the middle co-
lonies, Watfhington wanted flour, bread, grain, and forage. He
iffued a proclamation ordering the farmers to threfh out their grain.
It was not obeycd. He fent and took the grain without paying
forit. He got few carriages but what he took by force. The
people broke their wheels and difabled their waggons. The defer-
ters in 1777 came in nearly naked, except the Virginians and a few
trom the northward. Some without fhoes, very few with whole
breeches and ftockings. Wathington feized a quantity of cloth in
Bucks county for bis army, but fome of our American light horfe
and refugees took it and brought it t& Philadclphia. Wathington’s
army very fickly, the principal phyfician told me for want of falt
to their provifions, cloaths, and good appointmeénts, at one time -
not lefs than ten hofpitals. At Valley Forge end of February and
beginning of March [1778] he had not 4000 effeftive men,
this from officers of his own army, occafioned by ficknefs and de-
fertion. A much greater army than 15,000 might fubfit in a
march through the middle colonies, unlefs lately much altered ;
they are colonies of provifions ; plenty of cattle, hogs, Indian
corn, wheat, rye, oats, and barley. The army and its attendants.
20,000, fed by the country in the march from Elk to Philadel-
phia. General inclination of the middie colonies in fpring 1448
to give up their new rulers and unite with this country. Gentle-
men from almoft all the counties in the peninfula below, and from
Philadelphia county, Bucks, Lancafter, Chefter, Cumberland,
and fome of the Jerfey counties, fent me aflurances, that as foon a8
Wathington was driven over the Sufquehannah or Delaware, if fup-
plied with arms, they had no doubt of reftoring the feveral diftricte
to the peace of the crown. Ido not fay I gave thefe falts to Sie
William Howe, but I did to Sir Henry Clinton.

When Sir William Howe arrived off the Delaware, no obftrution

to

§ Army landed A’uguﬂ 2 ;l'b, but did not march &} ‘
Moft of thefe provifions muff have been expended, W September Stk
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to landing below the chevaux de frize, unlefs the water guard mdy
be fo deemed ; no regular force in Pennfylvania at that time ; the
diftance between the bite of Newcaflle and the road from Elk head
to Philadelghia 7 or 8 miles ; Wathington then in the Jerfeys; he
did pot pafs the Delaware till about the 1oth or 12th of Auguft,
and thro’ Philadelphia about the 23d.

From a converfation with Lord Howe I fufpeted Gen. Howe
intended going round by Chefapcak. I faw the diificulties ; I put
them in writing ; Capt. Montrefor approvéd of them, and under-
took to deliver them to the general. In fubftance they were, the
diftance from Sandy hook to Elk; the prevalence of {outherly
winds at that time of the year § as a motive to prefer the Delaware,
Imentioned the diftance fz',om Newcaftle to Lancafter where Wath-
ington had his magazines was nearly the fame as from the head of
the Elk, the country more open and roads better ; that fuppofing
thefe magazines his objec, going up the Delaware would cover his
defign, as the enemy would naturally conclude Philadelphia was
his object and not the magazines. About 8 or 10 ‘days after, Sir
Willam Howe atked me if my objetions refted on the difhiculties of
the Chefepeak navigation. I faid they did not.

The evacuation of Philadelphia ftruck the inhabitants with great
difmay and diftrefs.

My, Schoemaker told me that Sir William Howve had advifed bim to
&0 over to Wafbington and make bis peace. At the requeft of the magif-
#rates, Iwaited upon Sir William Howe, and he gave us the fame ad-
vice, and told us to apply to Sir Henry Clinton for a flag to go out,
After confultation we unanimoufly agreed not to follow it.

"I communicated the whole to Col. Innes, he was alarmed that
we thould be advifed to go ever to the enemy ; he went to Sir
Henry Clinton, who faid he could not grant a flag on fuch an oc-
cafion ; that the game was not up; that the war was not over;
that it would ftill be vigoroufly carried on ; and defired us not to en-
tertain a thought of going over to the enemy. If the magiitrates had
gone over to the rebels it would have had every pernicious effect.
The people would have believed what the rebeis induftrioufly pro-
pagated, that the conteft was given up, and that Amcrica was to
be evacuated. They would, or at leaft great numbers of them
would have taken the oaths to the rebel ffaics, and become their
perfett fubjects. .

I attended the army from Brunfivick to Trenton in 1776 ; the
army marched early, and arrived at Princetown at 4 afternoon.
Wathington’s main body then at Trenton, part at Princerown,
Wathington left Princetown an hour before the Britith army ur-
rived. Our army marched next morning between 8 and g o’clock,
and arrived at Trenton at 3 afternoon. . Wafhington’s force about
3300 ; this from returns made to Wafhington the day before he paf-
fed the Delaware. Had Sir Willlam Howe marched from Prince-
town at 4 o'clock morning, as he did from Bruniwick, or at 3 o'clock
as he did from Philadelphia to White marih, he would have been
at Trenton 4 or § hours fooner. Wafkington’s laft boat had not
reached the oppofite fhore when the Britifli van arrived at Trenton.

Examined b Seweral Meshers, No difliculties appearedto me to
prevent the gritifh army palling the Delaware Dicember %7/‘76 ;
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Wathington’s force was fmall: that river about Trenton from 3 to
400 yards wide ; the ground high, and perfetly commands the op-
pofite fide far beyond cannon fhot. I know of no difficulty except
want of boats or pontoons. I enquired about Trenton for materi-
als to conftruét pontoons, boats, or rafts. I found 48,000 feet of
boards, a quantity of iron, and there was timber enough about
Trenton for that purpofc. There were two boats would carry from
5o to 60 men each. .

A proclamation was iffued by Sir Wiliiam Howe in the Jerfeys,
offering pardon to all fuch as took the oath of allegiance, and pro-
mifing to protet their perfons and properties. Many, by far too
many, werc plundered by the Britifh and Heflian troops, whilft
they had in their cuftody thefe written protections. Friends to go-
vernment and the difaffeted often fhared the fame fate. The peo-
ple came to me in tcars complaining they had been plundered of
every thing, even the pot to boil their vituals. Mr. Sharp of
New York, a friend to government, was plundered of many thou-
fands of Madeira wine. This was fettled. The rebels made many
atfidavits of our plundering, which they circulated over all America.

2. Do you know any roads leading round Wathington’s camp

- at Middlebrook on the north, by which Sir William Howe might

Dclaware
fordable in
fummer.

have paffed round betwcen him, the Delaware, and his magazines ?
A. 1 never pafled the road from Brunfwick to Middlebrook.*
When the army was at Middlebrook Wathington’s artillery ma-
gazine was at Norrington, 15 miles from Philadelphia ; his ma-
gazines of provifions at Lancafter, Manheim, Carlifle, Lebanon ;
and I believe fome at Reading. Wathington might have remain-
ed in the Jerfeys, though Gen. Howe croffed the Delaware, had
be been determined to abide the confequences that might have at-
tended the lofs of his magazines.§ Pontoons were built at New York
for crofling the Delaware, and a number of flat boats prepared ;
thefe were carried to Brunfwick and left there, The Delaware is
fordable in a great variety of places; in Junc, July, Auguft, Sep-
tember, October, the paflage is occafionally interrupted by heavy
rains ; when the rain-ceafes, the frefhes generally fubfide in 4 or §
days. I cannot tell whether the rain we had at Hillfborough made
it unfordable or not.
I was

¥ The chart of Neso Ferfey will fhow that 'there is a road Srom
Brunfwick to Boundbrook, and thence to Eaflon; and it is known
there are many roads leading round Wafbington’s camp on the right and

" lefz, by which Sir William Howe might have paffed to the Delaware.

Sir William Howe could not be ignorant of thefe facts, as the furveyor of
the diftrit in which Wafbington was encamped, was at that time in
the Britifb army.

+ Had Wafbington remained in the Ferfeys, an8 permitted Gen.
Howse to pafs the Delaware, bis magazines mufi have been lofft ; and all
Pennfylvania mufl have fubmitted. He awvould either have Sfought in
tbe Ferfeys, or paffed the Delaware to defend the objects on which the
exiflence of bis army materially depended = for thefe be fought at Bran
dywine in Augnft 5 and for thefe be muft have fought in New Ferfey or

Pennfylvania in Fune, or loft thent,
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1 was refufed a pardon as unneceflary. [ Mr. Gallowvay's plan of

accomodation which be propofed in Congrefs, avas, that the government
Should be adminiflered by a Prefident General appointed by the King, and
a Grand Council chofen by the different Affemblies once in three years.
No mare need be faid of it, as be does not propofe it as a perfest plan,
nor altogether as a plan of bis judgment.]
I did fign the American aflociation to prevent Congrefs taking
more violent meafures, I have never read it fince I fignedit, I liked
it fo little. I am ready to anfiver all queftions tho’ they may
tend to criminate myfelf, if the Committee approve of it. I fatin
the Committee of Grievances. The violent party in Congrefs fent Congrefs
me a halter and a letter threatening me with death if I did not fend him 2
make ufe of it. The Congrefs entercd their refoluions as unani- balter.
mous, though fometimes one third of the members prefent voted a-
gainft the queftion. In Congrefs I oppofed cvery violent meafure.
Of the ten refolutions confidered by the Congrefs as their Bill of
Rights, I oppofed the 1ft and 4th; 2d and 3d I dontrecolleét; the
sth and 6th 1did not ; the 5th I do not recollect; the 8th I muft
have oppofed ; I was of a contrary opinion to the gth and T believe
oppofed it ; as to the 1oth I do not recolle&t. Mr. Duane and 1
oppofed approving the oppofition entered into by the Mutfachufets
ay. _
In Penn{ylvania the people took up arms with great relutance ;
there ar¢ near 30,000 fouls in Philadelphia, but the militia was
never above 1g or 1600 men; Bucks county fhort of that num-
ber; not a greater proportion in Chefter county ; three of thc
oldeft firlt fettled counties. In Pennfylvania Sir William Howe
had I think a very {trong army confidering the force in oppofition
to him. The enemy at Brandywine were not more than 15,000
men, officers and all the army attendants included, fave about 1000
militia for whom they could not get arms. ,
The people in weft Jerfey had been deferted, it is not natural to
think that people of property will joinan army merely pafling thro’
the country, without fome protection left with them. The army
occupied Philadclphia 26th of September 1777, and left it I think
June 18th 1748, Wafhington poflefled the country without the
Britifh lines, if the people had rifen he could eatily have fupprefled
them, as the well affected had been difarmed before.  Could Sir
Wiliam Howe have rcmained a month at Eik or about Newcalitle,
the counties from Elk to the Capes, about 200 miles, would in Ig}yt‘“l"ﬂht
my opinion have rifen in arms. I underftood from Mr. Robinfon, ?m“‘;_so“,’:;
a gentleman of the firft weight and confequence in thefe countics, by E;H'
who came to Sir William Howe at New York, that if he was pro-
vided with arms and a few men, that he would land on the Penin-
fula, and in courfe of the fleet going round to Chefapeak, he would
engage to raife men enough to difarm the rebels in that quarter and
meet Sir William Howe at the head of the Elk. He often regret-
ted that he had not been put on thore. I kept a journal of material
tranfaltions from leaving my family to entcring Philadelphia. I
kept none of the proceedings of Congrefs. I held the office of fuper-
intendant at the requeft of Gen. Howe. My life was attainted by

an att of the rchel States, and my eftate not thort of £. 40,000
R tterling
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fterling confifcated, I receive a very finall pittance from govern-
ment compared with what I have facrificed.
A fevere 9. [By Lord Howe.] Did not you advife every one of your
quetion by friends, who vou thought could remain in fafety with the rebels,
Ld. Howe. ¢, ftay in Philadclphia, and were not two perfons who followed
your advice afterwards put to death ?
Denied by = /. "There was not a perfon who had taken an altive part, to my
Mr. Galle- ypowicdge, but I advifed to come away with the Britith army.  As

way. to Roberts and Carlifle the perfons alluded to, the fivft never con-
fulted me ; Carilfle I pofitively advifed to quit the city, becaufe I
knew he would not be {afe.
R EEM A R K S
On the gencral feope of the Ewidence given on’the American Enguiry,
G. Howe's IR William and Lord Howe fummoned as evidences, Licut.
cvidences Gen. Earl Cornwallis, Major Gen. Grey, Capt. Sir Andrew

called o Hammond of the navy, Mr. Montrefor formerly engineer in chief

vindicate  in America, Capt. Mackenzie, and Lieut. Col. Sir George Ofborne.

him. Thefe officers were called to vindicate the conduct of the late comman-

ders in chief, while in America, from the charges that had been

brought againft them, both in, and out of Parliament. Itwas there-

fore not to be expected, that they who were fo ftrongly attached to,

and in the confidence of Sir William and the noble Lord, would de-

fignedly let any thing efcape them, that might tend to throw even the

fhadow of blame on any part of their conduct : the intent for which

they were called, was to exculpate the general and noble lord, and

by no means to criminate them, Keeping this, their intention, in

vicw, we ought not to be furprifed, when we find an evidence,

who declared againit giving opinions, always deviating into them,

cither through miftake or defign, whenever he could introduce an

encomium on the general or admiral ; and when any queftions were

put, which might have a different tendency, always replying, thefe

were matters of opinion, or related to private conferences, con-

fultations, or communications, or were letters included under fome

one or other of thefe denominations, all which, were points, upon

which he fhould be filent. On this it may be remarked, that if an

evidence is to fay only what he pleafes, truth can never be come at.

Others, perhaps forcfeeir.!g the inconveniences of fuch a reftriGtion

upon themiclves, gave their evidence a wider fcope, and vindicated

or applauded every meafure of the late commanders ; thouvh when

repeatedly and pointedly interrogated, we had frequently boccaﬁon

to lament that they laboured under, that deplorable misfortune, an
cxtremely defective memory. ’

E:‘_F‘\:lc'cito As tl:n; wa;, %erhaps, the firt time a noble earl‘ had occafion to

quettions of {peak be ore fuch a numerous affembly, the candid will naturally

opinion, yet make all proper allowances for-the want of that felf-poficflion, which

give many 1sfo neceffary for preferving order and precifion, either in vivine a

voluntary  detail of facts or opinions. When, therefore, his lordfhi};j in %is

opiatons.  prefatory fpeech, gives fuch a cvarm opinion in favouy o,f Gos

Howe’s character and operations, and in the fame moment declares

pofitive-
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pofitively againft giving any opinion at all, we muft infer, that his
lordfhip did not mean to contradi¢t himfelf, but was betrayed into
this inconfiftency by an over anxiety to acquit himfelf properly,
and befriend the general, who had fummoned him to the bar. ~ This
is not the only fpecimen of contradiction that is exhibited in the
courfe of this evidence ; various other inftances of voluntary or
accidental deviation from his own peremptory declaration occur in
his lordfhip’s examination. Mavy opinions are given, and alfo
matters of bearfay, apprchenfion, report, fuppofition, und belicf. For
example ; a high opinion in favour of the Heflians; ¢ T have the
“ bigheft opinion of thofe brave troops.” A decided opinion arainft
the unfortunate Rhall ; ¢¢ #he smprudence of that officer occationed
¢ the misfortune.” A prophetic opinion relatively to the future va-
lour of the Heflians ; ¢¢ thefe troops [ dare fay cver <vill behave
“ with the greateft courage.” A hearfay ; ¢ 1 recollect hearing
‘¢ 2000 men reinforced Wathington.” A wegative and an affirma-
tive apprebenfion 5 ¢ 1 do not apprebend the cnemy’s rear were in
“ any danger from our troops that day ; I apprebend the enemy’s
 main army did march to oppofe us.” A report; ¢ it was re-
¢ ported the enemy had 6 or Sooo men on Long ifland.” A /vpp-
Jiton 5 1t was fuppofid the enemy’s principal ftrength was on York
“ land.” A delicf; ¢ 1 belicve the found was about 1000 Or
1200 yards in breadth.” And befide all thefe, his lordfhip even
favoured the Committee avith other people’s opinions.  Such s the
reverential opinion of the foldiers for Lord Howe; ¢ that noble
¢ lord’s charaéter cannot be more revered by the feamen, than it is
“ by the foldiers of the American army.” And towards the clofe
of his examination, the high opinion the army had of Gen. Howe;
“ Sir William Howe was highly effeemed by the officers and foldiers
“ of his army.” In this manner, though the avowed fubitance
of this evidence was to be matter of falt folely, were the
Committee, by fome ftrange fatality, indulged with op/aios,
report, /Jca{'fz{v,. belicf, fuppofition, and pmlb/.mg'.—-So weak 18 memo-
ry :—So frail our nature.

The opinions of Gen. Howe’s evidences of the face of the coun-
try, and of the unanimity of the inhabitants, againtt returning to
their allegiance, when contrafted with thofe of Gen. Robertfon and
Mr. Galloway, will not have much weight. Earl Cornwallis was
about two years in America; Gen. Grey not 18 months. But
Gen. Robertfon was 24 years in that couatry, and Mr. Galloway
was born init, lived 48 yearsin it, and had acted in feveral dittin-
guifhed capacities in it. Thefe gentlemen prove to us that the
country is not remarkably ftrong, that by far the createft part of
the inhabitants are ftrongly and affetionately attached to the Bri-
tith government, and are burning with impatience for our aflitance,
to enable them to fhake off the tyrannical voke of the Congrefs.

But miniftry it feems muft create a country for fome gentlemen
to make war in. ‘There muit be no trees, no moratles, no moun-
tains, nor even a hillock, but fuch as a modern hero might beftride:
none of your great rivers, nothing but purling ftreame, fuch as Gul-
liver might ftep over : and a remonftrance muft be fent to the
fkies againit all thowers of rain, that fuch noble wurriours may ex-

hibit their fublime manceuvres in a dry fkin. All military knowledge
Rz muft
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muft be annihilated in this new {yftem. Your gallant attacks and
defperate refiftances muft not only be banifhed from military practice,
but even expunged memory itfelf, Fair weather and funthine
muft fmile on all their operations ; and as they march, joyful {pring
attending muft {pread around them her velvet green. = Every thing
muft be conduéted by gradual approach or retreat; none of your
breathlefs marches ;—all minuet movement ;——a graceful opera the
model of every campaign, with a Mifchianza farce to clofe their daz-
zling glories. To be ferious :—not a foldicr but knows that the ad-
vantages and difadvantages ¢’ a country in refpect to military opera-
tions are in a great part reciprocal to botharmies ; thatan inacceffible
poitis generally as difficult to get out of, as it is to attack ; that its ve-
ry nature makes it difficult to retreat from, and eafy to blockade.
If therefore Wathington’s camps at Quibbleton, White marfh, and
Valley forge, were inacceflible to affailants, as fome gentlemen have
{aid, why was he not blocked up ? The pofition of the Saxons in
their very {trong camp at Pirna, and their furrender, is a cafe in
oint.
¥ Gen. Robertfon difplayed in his examination, the knowledge ofan
experienced officer, and in general the opennefs of a veteran foldier.
His evidence fhews an intimate acquaintance with the human mind,
and is fraught with acutereply, folid obfervation, and undeniable fa¢t.
When afked his opinion of Gen Howe, he replied, * I cannot praife
¢ orblame any man’s conduct in the lump; but as far as my capacity
¢ extends, I am ready to praife or blame any part of his condué.”
And when prefled to declare who was to blame for the national difs
grace in Amcrica ¢ he aniwered with equal candour and delicacy,
¢ it may be known from a hiftory of the war, and the politics of the
¢ country.” Many of his replies blunted and abathed the moft
hardened effrontery : when Col. Barre pufhed him with a moft in-
decent pertinacity and prefumption, to anfwer a queftion altoge-
ther refpelting himfelf, and which no wift related to the bufinefs
before the Houfe, he anfiwered with equal candour and fprrit, ¢ I
¢ cannot anfwer that my words have been difcreet on every occa-
¢ fion, but if they have not been fo, I do not come here to confefs
“ i1t.” He feemed to favour Gen. Howe, when that general’s con-
duf}t] and his queries, and thofe of his friends, did not much enti-
tic him to it; particularly on not attacking the lines
and when Sir William Hc}:we afked, ¢ Is it then )'oura;p]ig;?oor:‘ ltil;;
¢ the offenfive army leads the way in the field, and the defenfive
¢ army follows 7"’ Here from the anfwer he did give, he thewed
ke could bave faid more 5 bhe had a ftrong example of fa&t to give
inflead of putting himfelf to the trouble of fuppofing an example’
It was this : Sir William Howe went to Pennfylvania with his of:
fenfive army and Wathington followed him with his defenfive one.
Then follow a train of quettions which thew great brilliancy of
thought in Sir William. ¢ Would Wafhington have permittec}i’ Sir
¢ William Howe to march through the Highlands without oppofin
“ him?  Would he have fuffered Sir William Howe to take th‘g
¢ Highlands guietly 2 Very few men would havg thought of afk-
nt athi
ro the Highlands if poffible, as it is unfavourable fofii\:ri{hut]g t:él)l;
on the banks of the north river, or any river, againft a}x’mther,

which
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which has the affifftance of a naval force. Gen. Clinton this very

year has given us his opinion on this fubject : he informs us, he

carried his army up the North river, ¢ in hopes of being able to

“ betray Wafhington into an engagement for the pofleflion of Sto- .
“ pey point; poffibly Wathington fufpeted my view, and de- Gen. Clin-
“ clined adventuring any meafure, which might brirg on an ac- :‘:‘osf by
“ tion in a country unfavourable to him.” A writer of genius o (e -
has very juftly remarked, that during the examination, the tru: Nowth river
relation between Sir, William Howe and Gen. Robert{on, refembled,

that of a fniveling fchool-boy who prefumed to catechife his mafter.

Gen. Robertfon’s evidence, and that of Mr. Galloway’s were of {o

conviétive and decifive a nature, and the other evidences to be exa-

mined being expected to be no lefs fo, occafioned Gen. Howe to

deem it prudent to abfent himfelf; which his friends gladly took the

advantage of, as a reafon for breaking up the enquiry. This pre-

vented the examination of the other evidences on the part of ad-
miniftration. But, imperfet as the enquiry was left, indubitable

evidence appeared, onN wHowMm to fix the failure of fuccefs in Ame-

rica. The late commanders in chief and oppofition, though they

had fo vociferoufly clamoured for the enquiry, grew heartily fick of

it, when they found it took this turn; and from their hurry to

break it up, we may reafonably fuppofe,they were very happy when

they got nid of it. :

OBSERVATIONS oz the EVIDENCL,

Hith the Events arranged in the order of Time.

O render the evidence more clear and diftiné, it may not be

improper to ftate the different opinions of the evidences on

fome of the grand points, and to prefent them according to th(;

order of time, to give the reader a diftint, regular and connccted
view of the refpective events.

The enquiry commences with Gen. Howe’s retreat from Bofton
in March 1776, being the firft movement worthy of notice made
by him, from the time of his fucceeding Gen. Gage in the chiet
command.

When Bofton was evacuated, great quantities of linens and wpol- Merchan-
lens were left behind, though our army wanted thefe merchandifes, dife left to
and the rebels were in much diftrefs for them. A Mr. Brafh had therebcis.
a commiffion for thipping off ali fuch goods as might be ufetul to
the rebels. Gen. Robertfon whom Sir William Howe employ-
ed to fuperintend this bufinefs, put Mr. Brufh in the proper way
of collefting and granting receipts for fuch goods. Thefe goods
were to be placed again in the hands of the proper owncrs when
the army fhould arrive at Halifax : the intention of coliecting and
fhipping them off, being only to prevent them falling into the bands
of the rebels. After a very {mall proportion of thefe goods had
been fent on board the vefiels, the proprietors of the goods, who
knew the diftrefs the rebels were in for linens and woollens, and
who hoped for high prices from them, not to mention their attach-
ment to their countrymen in rebellion, clamoured againft the exe-

cution cf thefe orders. and refafed to make out invoices, Up}o_n
this
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this clamour Sir William Howe, either difturbed or perplexed at the
difficulty, gave Gen. Robertfon dire&ions to erder Mr. Brufh to
defift ; by which means thefe goods came into the pofleffion of the
rebels, and were a very great relief and advantage to them. Here
was a moit glaring proof of indolence or incapacity! The mer-
chants in Bofton attached to their countrymen and their rebellious
caufe, clamour for liberty to rcmain behind in Bofton, and to re-
tain their goods, on purpofe to fupply the rebels, who are in great
want of them; and Sir William Howe, the King’s general, hum-
bly fubmits to their rebellious impudence ; he either would not or
could not think, even for a fingle moment; he was incapable of ob-
viating the moft trifling difficulty ; or habits of indolence and plea-
fure were not to be intruded upon or fhaken off. Another officer,
if only blefled with but a {mall degree of common fenfe or
common {pirit, inflead of finking into inaction on thefe intereft-
ed clamours, would have more vigoroufly enforced his orders,
and have taken efpecial care to have feen them effeftually execut-
ed ; and if the tranfports were infufhicient for ftowing them, which
was by no means the cafe, the men of war might have been ufed ;
——nay the goods of our enemies had better have been deftroyed by
us, than foolifhly and tamely left in their pofieflion. There were

Navalftores naval flores as well as merchandife left to the rebels, befide a whole

and thipping

Ieft to the
rebels.

Blocking
up Bofton
harbour his
own plan,
yet notdone

fleet of trading veflels at'the wharfs. Itisinvain to fay we damaged
the fhips left behind ; the whole of the naval ftorcs and veflels, if
not carried off, as they ought ‘to have been, fliould at leaft have
been burned. It is in vain to fay, that circumftance would
have endangered the town ; for granting that the town was aban-
doned by capitulation, yet the naval ftores and veffels were not in-
cluded, and the veflels, after the flores had been put on board,
might have been hauled from the wharfs, to a diftant part of the
harbour, and burncd with the greateft eafe and fafety; both to the
town and our own fhipping ; for the harbour is at leaft g or 10 miles
in length, and half that in breadth. The veflels left behind were
equipped by the rebels as privateers, and fivarmed on the feas that
fummer. Our Weft India merchants will not foon forget the im-
menfe lofles they fuffered through this mifcondué.

Gen. Howe himfelf in two letters, in the firft dated O&ober gth
1775,  propofed, if it fhould be judged expedient, to entrench a
¢ fmall force in the ncighbourhood of Nuntafket road, for the
“ purpofe of blockading the port of Bofton ;** and in the other,
dated Nov. 26, 1775, he repeated, * for the blockade of the har-
“ bour, if fuch a meafure is judged expedient, I would propofe
¢ entrenching a battalion at a place where fhips of war can fecure-
o g winter, it being better fituated for the object required than
¢ Caftle William.” Thefe arc the general’s own propofals to the
minifter ; yet he deferted Bofton, regardlefs of the bad confequen-
ces that muft follow from leaving the harbonr open ; by which ne-
glect we loft many viGtuallers, tranfports, and ftorethips, and near
1000 men,moft of them foldiers; our tranfports even fighting through
the rebel privateers to get into the harbour, believing ‘the place
in our pofleflion. The commander in chief had it in memory from
the gth Otober, to the latter end of the March following, a period
of at leaft five months, yet could aot find time to entrench a fingle

batta-
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battalion. This obviates his hinted at defence of want of provi-
fions: he had time enough, and alfo provifions, during thefe five
months ; he does.indeed but hint at it ; he knew he durft not reft
upon . it, . Never was there a more wretched queftion, than that of
his, ¢ was there any time to fortify any ifland ?” or any anfwer
more conclufive than Gen. Robertfon’s, ¢ when we were in Nan-
“ tafket road we could have taken our own time. From the date
of his firft letter, he had five months before his retreat, and as
much time after it as he might think proper to take, to execute
this defign of entrenching a battalion; the work only of a few
hours ; but fay it was the work of a month to do it, and to put the
men under cover, why was it not donc ?

+ The battle on Long ifland in Auguft 1776 is the next capital ob- Montrefors
je&. - The reafons given by the engineer Mr. Montrefor, for not e_wﬁencc
affaulting the rebel lines inftantly after the defeat of their army, lc;t“egl; tham
feem to convey rather a charge againft the general and himfelf, an apology.
than an apology. They had no proper apparatus for an affault, no
attillery, no fafcines, no axes, no fcaling ladders. And pray

"whofe negleét was all this owing to ? Did not the general know the
rebels had entrenchments behind them ? Did- not he expet to beat
them, when he marched to attack them on the heighits ? He had
been two months in fight of thefe lines ; why then was not the ap-
paratus ready ! and did not many articles wanted of the apparatus
belong to Mr. Montrefor’s own department ?  But to pafs over

this enormous neglect ; could not our victorious army, who faw
the fugitive rebels fcramble over their own ditch and lines, "as eafi-
ly follow them ? No doubt of it. But here the general interferes,
and tells us, in his own letter, that it required repeated orders from
him to prevail on them to defift ; for had he permitted them to go
on, it was his opinion they would have carried the redoubt. Lord
Cornwallis fays, that the principal ftrength of the rebels was
known then to be on York ifland ; and that their defeated army on
Long ifland was reported to be 6 or 80oo men. Now of thefe 3300
had been killed or taken in the a&tion, as the general’s letter fays,
fo that only 4000 beaten panic ftruck fugitives remained to defend
lines, at leaft one mile and an half in extent, againft a viGtorious ar-
my of near 20,000 men. But Gen. Howe would not rifk an at-
tack ; as he was fure of the lines by regular approaches. To be
fure lines of turf, and fuch a redoubt as the mud pye (rebel redoubt
fo called) were more valuable conquefls fingly, than if the capture
or deftruftion of the whole rebel army had been joined to them. o
Mr. Montrefor alfo fays, that he gave the alarm of the rebel eva- i:l P‘;"‘:‘C':;
cuation at 4-o’clock the morning of the joth, and that the piquets puﬂ,po;l . &

marched in 2§ minutes after ; yet Gen. Robertfon was not ordered r-halfmiles
to march till about 8 o’clock, an interval of 4 hours. If the pi-in 4 hours.

quets did march at 2§ minutes paft 4 o’clock, they muft have been

halted again 4y order, for Gen. Robertfon fays, and every man

who has feen the ground knows, that the diftance from our camp to

where the rebels embarked, could not be above an hour’s march ;

yet the very rear guard of the rebels embarked between 8 and g

o’clock without any difturbance, but what their own terror gave

them, though Mr. Montrefor fays our piquets marched at 2§ mi-

nutes paft 4. Thefe piquets if they did march without being hal(;-
: €dy
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ed, mufbhave puthed on with great alacrity indeed, when they
took full four hours to march at moft between two and three
miles; for thofe moft advanced, as the general’s letter informs us,
arrived jnft time enough to fire fome fhot at the lalt of the rebel
boats then croffing the ferry to New York.

The delay occalioned by the fhameful blunder of landing on
Frog’s neck, and the ftay of the army on that ifland, Gen. Howe’s
witncilts do not attempt to vindicate ; and from Gen. Robertfon’s
evidencc it appears, that Frog’s neck was as well known to the peo-
ple of New York, as Hampitead is to the people of London:

As Lord Cornwallis would not explain Gen. Howe’s motives for
declining to attack the rebels October 28th at White plains, we
muft be content with what he chufes to give us, that is, the genc-
ral declined it out of political motives. Juft fo he aflures us there
were folid reafons againdt attempting the paflage of the Delaware in
1777 ; but neither does his lordfhip exptain thefe folid reafons ; fo
the Committee and the public are lcft to their own conjeCtures on
theic points.

Gen. Robertfon eftablifhes the practicability of intercepting
Wafhington in his retreat from fort Lee to Brunfwick in 1776,
but allowing the rebels had retreated by their right to the moun-
tains, they would have loft all their baggage, ftores, and maga-
2ines at Brunfwick, which would have been a fatal blow to them.

Lord Cornwallis fays, that on the road to Brunfwick the rebel
Col. Griffin met him, ¢ and he was unwilling Griffin fhould fee
¢ his troops as they were fo few.” The rebels were 3300 fcared
beaten fugitives, but his lord(hip had with him all the Briti{h gre-
nadiers, all the Britith light infantry, three battalions of Heffian
grenadicrs, the 33d and j2d-regiments, the Heflian yagers, and
16th light dragoons ; and if his lordfhip had recolletted perhaps
the buttalions of the guards ; thefe were the flower of our troops,
and if complete would have been double the number of the rebeis ; but
fay one third were wanting, ftill they were more numerous,or if half
were wanting, itill they were equal, and befides, vi¢torious and well
appointed troops. His lordfhip had therefore no good grounds for this
fhynefs ; for at the loweft computation he had a nunber equal to the
enemy ; unlefs his lordfhip fuppofed, that a body of our belt veterans
were inferior to an equal number of rebel runaways.—Then follows
our purfuit of the rebels through the reft of the Jerfeys in Decem-
ber 1776. Lord Cornwallis fays juitly, ¢ that the enemy’s rear
¢ guard Dec. 8th, when retreating and paffing the Delaware, were
in no danger from our troops.” How could they be in danger —
Lord Cornwallis arrived the 1ft at Brunfwick, the day the rebels
left it, and there Gen. Howe’s orders ftopped him 6 days; and on
the 8th he arrived, like our piquets at Brooklyn, juft time enough
to fec the laft of the rebel boats crofling the Delaware. Gen. Howe
has given us a warm encomium on the ability and conduct of the.
purfuit from fort Leeto Trenton. Granting the whole of this march
to be what the general makes it, more than 8o miles,—where is the
wonder,in troops marching that {pace, from Nov. 18th, to Dec. gth,
Juit 21 days ?—4 miles a day is rapid marching truly! The gene-
ral ardour of the foldiers, and the ability of the officers on this and

" .all other occafions, no good fubjedt will call in queftion. But we

have
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have the greateft reafon to demand of their géneral, Why was this

ardour and this ability reftrained ? Why were 13 days loitered a-\&ichin
way in the march from fort Lee to Brunfwick * Why the 6 days an hour’s
halt at Brunfwick 2 \Why that fufpicious flop at 4 in the afternoon march of

on the 7th at Princetown, till 9 in the morning of the 8th, th . f“gﬂ‘
when Wafhington had only left it an hour before # And on the 8th, Eﬁ);s’ I)ft
1]

why that languid purfuit of 12 miles in 7 hours, which permitted hour-.
the fhattered remnant of the rebels finally to efcape him ?

Gen. Robertfon’s and Mi. Galloway’s evidence fhew, thattherz
were a fufliciency of materials for conftrudiing pontoons; bozts, or
tafts to pafs the Delaware, but no fuch attempt was made.

The panic among the rebels at this junéture; is proved by a con-
currence of circumftances; the flight of the rebel Congrefs from
Philadelphia, and their burfling into tears fhewed their defpair and
lumiliation ; Mr. Galloway croffed from the rclel fide of the De-
laware, and joined the King’s army ; other loyal inhiabitints came
in as Lotd Cotnwallis proves, 4 or 400 a day, for 10 days at leaft,-
which make 3 or 4000 men in that fhert {pace ; and no doubt more
would have come in, had not the difafter at Trenton juit then hap-
pened, which gave new hopes to rebellion. ,
~ This was the happy moment for palling the Delaware, when the
Congrefs with the wreck of their fugitive troops, were flying into
Maryland, and when the panic of our arms extended even through
Virginia. The banks on our fide the-river were much higher than
thofe on the rebel fid¢ ; our cannon would have fcoured the oppo-
fite fhote, the river no where about Trenton being more than 400
yards wide ; there were plenty of materials for conftructing boats;
pontoons, or rafts ; but the two boats might have fufliced, for
whilft the enemy twete amufed by feints in various places, the two
boats, each carrying 50 or 60 men, might in the fpace of a few
hours, or in the night, have throwh over a body of ttcops fuffici=
ent to face Wathington’s fugitives, had they dared to ftand battle,
Let us now fee how another general ated, when he had a much
more dangerous paflaze to force. Guftavus Adolphus, when he
carried the Swedifh arms into the heart of Germany, conftru‘ted a
bridge for paffing the Lech of fuch matcrials as he could find on the
fpot ; that is, he pulled down the neighbouring villages, farm
houfes, and gentleimen’s feats, for large timber ; he completed this
bridge in two days, and the third paficd the Lech, in the face, and
tinder the fire of the batteries of the imperial army entrenched on Gallant ex-
the oppofite fide," commanded by the veteran “Tilly :—Tilly, who amglc i
had been vi€torions in 36 pitched battles, who bore in his own per- m{:nz ie
fon the inarks of 5o campaigns, and who poured an inceflant fire
from 76 pieces of cannon, faw, a bridge conftrutted under that
‘fire; and the Swedifh army pafs the river, clear a morafs knee decp,
énd in fpite of all his efforts, and his formidable entrenchments,
defeat his army, though it was equal in force, and fuperior in
heavy artillery ;~his army too a veteran one, which had been vic-
torious, and hardened in blood for a courfe of 15 years. It is
granted that the Lech is not fo broad as the Delaware—But was
theie not alfo a diffetence between Tilly and his veterans who
oppofed Guftavus, and the febel Wathington and his crew who
oled from Howe ? The ftrength of Guftavas and Tilly was equal

23 to number ; Howe was fix times {tronger than the rcbcls.G lgut
ufte
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Guftavus was a genc:ral ; Howe was brave, but not a general ; it is
in vain to look for his parallel ; he fets all comparifon at defiance.

An evidence has produced a new charge againtt the memory of
Col. Rhall, and a new vindication of Gen., Howe, refpeting our
difgrace at Trenton. Gen. Howe in his letter makes no mention of
Rhall’s difobedience in not eveting redoubts to cover his poft, and
yet nothing could be more natural or more proper than for him to
mention it ; inftead of that, he imputes the defeat to Rhall’s march-
ing out and attacking the enemy. In America this difobedience of
Rhali’s muft have been kept very fecret; we never heard it even
whifpered there ; nor even that Count Donop, now alfo dead, who
is faid to have delivered the general’s orders to Rhall, and who was
equally near, and as much expofed to the enemy, had fo much as
orders to ercé€t redoubts to cover his own poft. The want of
redoubts was one caufe, but the chief caufe of the defeat at Tren-
ton, was, placing 2 body of -troops in that important poft, whofe

Trer envis difcipline had been previoufly ruined by habits of plunder; for

of Trerton when the rebels attacked and took them prifoners, they were occu-

deicat. pied, not in defending themfelves, but in loading their waggons
with their booty. It isa well known military maxim, thata plun-
dering army never can be a good army.

In 1777 the campaign opened with the month of June fpent in a
fham retreat to draw Wafhington from Quibbleton, and when that
mifcarried, in making a real one, abandoning the whole province
of the Jerfeys. When our commander was at Hill{borough in that
province, he was only 2: miles from the Delaware, but he chofe to
attraét the attention of all mankind by an unexpeéted manceuvre, go-
ing 2 fea voyage, and many a land march, and fpending near three
months, to come at a river, which at Hillfborough he was only one
day’s march from. Here we fhall not dwell upon the ruin of the
Canada army, and the confederacy of France and Spain, both of
which were the confequences of his never to be forgotten Chefapeak
voyage. He could not on this occafion pretend want of pontoons
or boats ; for thefe he had ; but he did not intend to ufe them.
Even Wafhington had thewn him four times in lefs than a month
how to crofs the Delaware in the preceding December ; the firft

Wathing- time, that rebel had our army fix umes his number on his rear,
ton in three yet he retreated over it with impunity ; the fecond time, about a
weeksthews fortnight after, he recroffed it, with not more than 3000 men, in
Howe four e face of our cantonments, and defeated us at Trenton: then
times how . I . . . . . : >
to erofs the Palied it 2 third time with his prifoners in triumph, ftill unmolefted ;
Oclaware. and on finding our greatly fuperior army under fuch indifferent
command, he crofled it a fourth time, and braved us with a hand-
ful of men all winter and {pring in the Jerfeys. But now when the
campaign had opened, our general difdained to follow rebel exam-
ples, though his army was double the number of Wathington at
Quibbleton, and though he had little nced of his pontoons and
bouts, the Delaware being fordable in a great variety of places in
June, July, Auguft, Septcmber, and O&ober, as Mr. Galloway’s
evidence informs us. Itfeems he was now determined on a fea
voyage, to give the troops an airing during the fultry fummer
months. According to Lord Cornwallis, our commander had  folid
reafons for not attempting the paflage of the Delawarc; but what

thefe
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thefe folid reafons were, we are ever to remain ignorant of, as his
lordthip has wifely thought proper to keep them a fecret, which’
perhaps is the beft method of preferving their folidity ; for if he
thould difcover them, we very probably might find them frivolous
and unfatisfaltory., Wathington’s poft at Quibbléton, in the opi-
nion of his lordfhip and Gen. Grey was too ftrong to be attacked ;
but Gen. Robertfon gives us a more officer like opinion, when he
tells us, that if our army had taken poft between Wathington and
his provifion country, the rebel general muft have moved, which
would have tended to bring on an a&ion. This, not entering into
oir commander’s head, he retreated through the Jerfevs, and put
his whole army on fhipboard.

When Gen. Howe in fpring, and beginning of fummer 1777,
was looking at Wathington in his camp at Quibbleton, Gen. Ro.
bertfon is of opinion that the forts on the North river might have
been taken with more eafe, than when Sir Henry Clinton took
them in the fall of the year; as early in the {pring and fummer they
were not fo well fortified. He is alfo of opinion, that if Gen,
Howe, when he failed to Chefapeak, had left 3000 men to have a-
larmed the coaft of New England, their militia would have been
kept at home, and Gen. Burgoyne faved. This our commander could
have done, and yet have had a fuperior army to Wafhington ; he
would have had at leaft 11,000 men, which was his own allotment
for his Pennfylvania army ; and Wathington had but 10,000 in arms
at Brandywine. In doing this too, he would have obeyed his Majef-
ty’s orders fent him March 3d, 1777, and received by him on the
8th of May, at leaft 2 month before he opened the campaign. But
it appears that nothing was to be done that would fave the Canada
army. It would be fuperfluous to repeat here what has been fo
clcarly pointed out in Gen. Robertfon’s evidence, relating to the
propriety of ating on the North river, in preference to the abfurd
voyage to Chefapeak. The intelligent reader, when he perufes
Gen. Grey’s contrary opinion, will not fail to recollect, that Gen.
Grey never faw but the mouth of the North river about New York
ifland ; and that Gen. Robertfon bas often paffed both up and down
itwith large armies. And another refle®tion muft always occur on
every difference of opinion between Gen. Howe’s evidences and
Gen. Robertfon, that thefe evidences were at moft about 2 years
in the country, but that Gen. Robertfon had a¢ted there in vari-
ous important military capacitics for 24 years. .

Gen. Howe in his letter dated O&tober gth, propofcd to the mi-
nifter the plan tor opening a communication with C:}nada, as the firft
thing to be done. ¢ I would propofe 20 battalions to compofe
‘ the divifion for New York, which would be ncar 12,000 men ;
“ this corps to be employed in opening a commnication with Ca-
“ nada in the firft inflance, leaving g battalions for the defence of
“ New York.” And in a fubfequent part of the fame letter he
mentions it again as the primary objec?, which once obtained, both
the Canada army and his own,might operate,as cx'rcumﬁanccs mxgh't
require, againft New England. ¢ The accomplifhment of the pri
% mary obe?, for opening the communication, being obtained by
“ the'two armies, and fecured by proper pofts, in which the re-

“ ductiop of the rebels in the province of New York muft in fome
$2 ¢ meas
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¢ meafure be included ; thefe corps might take feparate routes inte
¢ the province of Maflichufets as circumftances may arife.”  Yet
no fooner does the happy time arrive for accomplithing of this pri-
mary object, than be haitens to defert the very fpot on which he
fhould have acted, and though he had received a letter from Gen.
Burgoyne that the northern operations were begun, and even ad-
vice of the taking of Ticonderoga, before he failed on his frantic voy-
age, and thoooh he had 15,000 men on board of tranfports at the
mouth of the North river, and had firft planned the operations for
pofiefling it, yet to the aftonifhment and deep regret of every body,
he turned hLis back upon it, and failed off to the fouthward :—With
what juftice did the execrations of every good fubjeét follow him
‘Then after beuring the ocean for eight days, he writes a lctter to
Sir Henry Clinton, as if he had jull recolle@ed ror the firft time,
that an army was cominy trom Canada. * It is not poffible for
“en. Howe ¢ e to fay when I may be able to fend you reinforcements ; but
e ¢ 1 beg you will be affured, that I fhall not fail to do it, as foon
soact in fa- ¢ as expedicnt; in the mean while, {f you can irake any diverfion
vour of G.* in favour of Gen. Burgeyac’s approaching Albany, «vith fecurity to
Burgovne, ¢ King's bridge, I NEED NOT POINT OUT THE- UTILITY OF
after flrip- ¢ gycy A MEasure.” If he did not mean this as an infolent
ping himof . - T L. N ‘ b
the puwer, Piece of mockery, it difplays a deficiency of memory beyond ex-
: ample, or muft have originated from a caufe more dreadful than
cither.  He had but cight days before at the heud of 15,000 men,
run away from this bufinefs himfelf ; yet from the ocean, writes
back to “linton, he nced not point out to him THE UTILITY of 2
diverfion in favour of Burgoyne ; and writes this too, after having
ftripped him of the power of doing it.

But where did hc go him{xlf 7—To regale for ¢ weeks at fea
during the heat of the dog days ; to fec his foldiers beat the cnemy,
but not to permit a puriuit; to lavith the lives of his men and offi-
cers in il planned ateacks ; to take a deiencelefs town from which
he never chofe to itir a day’s march ; and there to be blocked up,
together with his whole army, by a wretched encmy, not a third
of his force.—Abandoning the Canads army to perith for want of
a co-operation, and by that difafter drawing dewn upon his il fat-
ed country a powerful combination of new enemies, and finking
her— into an aby{s of thame and misfortune. )

As this delertion of his, loft us the northern army, and is the
fource of our prefent mortifying and critical fituation, we fhould
now wifh to quit the humiliating detail, but the fake of unifor-
mity forces us to proceed, to the clofe of his operations. Having
thus put our misfortuncs in the train of completion, and opened up-
on us all the floodgates of difgrace, he peeped into the mouth of the
Delaware, soth ot July, where hearing of a formidalle water Sorce
of two or threc frigates, and a {core or twoof gallies and row boats,
with a great yun incach, and that Wafhington was pofted at Wil
mington to oppofe him, though in fa&, the rebel- general and his
whole army were at lvatt 8o miles diftant from that place, and whe
did not cven reach Philadelphia, little more thah half way, till
Auguft 23d, full four and twenty davs after this-fupernatura,l in-
telligence had advanced him to Wilmington ; our gallant comman-
ger turned his ftern to the Delaware (as did his lordfhip with his:

whole
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whole fleet of men of war, frigates, and tranfports) and made off

for Chefapeak, that he might land quietly and at his eafe, which

he certainly did, after fomething more than four weeks ftruggle

with adverfe winds, and thofe yery winds would in lefs than

four days have carried him as high up the Delaware as Newcu.ile,

within 36 miles of Philadelphia, at which town, by his own round

about way, he did not arrive till between two and three months,

from the time of his embarkation at New York ; and by landing at

Newcattie too he would have been within 7 or 8 miles of his favou-

rite road by the Elk, if he had then chofcu to got into it. Butlet us

grant for 2 moment, that Wafhington was at Wilmington, and that

his being there, was the occafion of the noble brothers carrving the

army round to Chefapcak, according to Sir Andrew Hammond’s

evidence ; to what a grand difcovery does this concellion lead !

The general took a month to fail round to Chefapeak, and to

land at Elk river. And what is the diftance from Wilming- gowe fails
ton, where Sir Andrew places Wafhington, to the Elk river ? a montl reo
Pray reader obferve,—that from Wilmington to Elk river, is juft avoid\Waib-
23 miles ! fo the noble brothers made a month’s voyage to avoid 'MoTomWho
landing in the face of \Wathington, whilft he had only 25 miles to }r':f]fs“l’[o”
march in that month, if he fhould choofe to oppofethem. Well might parch in
anoble lord fay he did not to this hour underftand the fouthern voy- that time,
age by Chefapeak ; and that he had evidence to prove Sir Andrew
Hammond’s information chimerical ; for Wathington was in the

Jerfeys when this Gentleman had placed him at Wilimington, Mr.
Galloway’s evidence has fetcled this point. Ifad our commander

landed in the Delaware, he would have had a conftant communica-

tion with, and affiftance from the thips of war, trom which he to-

tally precluded himfelf, by failing round to Chefapeak, and march-

ing acrofs the country to Philadelphia. At that time too, Mud

ifland had only 130menin it, and Billingfport only go, both militia,

there being no continental troops in Pennfylvania, nor were the

floating batteries manned, nor the lower chevaux de frize fixed in

the river, There is no doubt this comes from 2 gentleman then

in Pennfylvania, though it is not in evidence. Thus, befides ob-

taining an eafy conquell from the weaknefs of the rebel defences, and
advancing our operations fome months, we fhould have faved the

thips of war burned at Mud ifland, and the brave Donop and near

400 Heflians ; we fhould have taken that ifland early in Auguft,

at a moft trifling lofs, inftead of meeting with repeated defeats,

and having the communication between the army and fleet cut off

till the middle of November. .

We fhould here offer a military criticifm on the Brandywine ma-
necuvres, fo celebrated by fome of the evidences ; but we have no
intention to leflen the merits, real or fuppofed, of that fuccefsful
ation ; it may be fuflicient to obferve, that our commander was un-
der the neceffity of fighting or retreating. But here the old quef-
tion recurs,—why was there no purfuit ?

- The next altion of any confequence iz, what has been generally
ealled the furprize at German town. An evidence, the orly one
examined on that point, declared, that Gen. Howe gave him infor-
mation the day before, that he would be attacked next morning at

day-break., Yet this does not clear up the point; but 1'athcli in-
' o volves
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volves it in farther obfcuritv ; for the fame officer declined to an-
fwer the quettion, Whether the army, or any part of it, was fur-
prized on that day ? We never heard in America, that the army
bad been apprized the day before that action, that they would be
attacked next morning ; but all the circumftances of the action
would tead us to a fuppofition, that it was furprized. The 2d batta-
lion of light infantry under Licut. Col. Maitland, fupported by the
4oth regiment under Licut. Col. Mufgrave, by the general’s own let-
ter, ¢ fuftained the enemy’s attack for a confiderable time, till they
“ were overpowered by numbers and forced to retreat, at which
¢ time Lieut. Col. Mufgrave threw himfelf into a ftone houfe,
¢ with 6 companies of the soth, and gallantly defended it, till the
¢ army came to his relief.”  Now if there was no furprize, would
the rebels have had a confiderable time to overpower thefe two batta-
lions # Would not Lord Cornwallis inflead of ¢ being early ap-
¢ prized at Philadelphia of the enemy’s approach,” have been
apprized the evening before, and have been thez ordered up ; inftead
of being apprized early, as it would appear, after the attack had com-
menced, und forced to bring up the grenadiers upon the run from
Philadelphia, juft 8 miles diftant ? Does not this fending 8 miles to
Philadelphia, and Lord Cornwallis’s arrival ¢ juft asthe enemy were
¢ forced out of the village,”” in all 16 miles, imply, that the altion
lafted more than an hour and a half? If the general had information,
‘before funfet, the day preceding this attack, would it not have been
mere prudent to have brought up the fquadron of light dragoons,
and the grenadiers, in the cool of the evening of that day, than to
have wuited dill the attack began, and then bringing them up out of
breath with running 8 miles 2 Will any perfon fay that Lieut.
Cols. Maitland and Mufgrave, (than whom perhaps two better
officers are not be found, cither in our army, or in any other army,)
had advice of this attack the evening before, and allowed themfelves
to be furprized ¢ Tt would be no compliment to the general officers
who commanded the feveral corpe, to fay, that they had alfo been
apprized the evening before of this attack, and that they had been
fo deficient in point of duty, as to permit the enemy to advance,
and engage a confiderahl: time, and overpower two battalions of our
beft troops, and enter our encampment in the very center of it, and
nearly cut our army in two, before they could put their men under
arms ¢ Whereas, if they had been informed the evening before,
they would, moft affuredly, have had their feveral brigades under
arms all night, ready to repulfe the enemy the moment of their ap-
pearance, and would not have permitted them to engage in a con-
fiderable combat for a length of time, to overpower part of the
army, and to penetrate into our very quarters ? Another won-
derful circumftance in this bufinefs, is, that the rebels marched 16
miles, from Shippack creck, to inake this atrack, which one would
have imagincd muft have fatigued them much more than our troops,
who were attacked in their encampment, without havimg marched
at all; and vet from the general’s letter, * fuch was the expedi-
‘¢ tion with which they fled” that our men were not able to overe
take them.  The rebels, it feems, after 2 march of 16 miles, were
more alert to retreat, than our troops, who had not marched one
mile were to purive, Qn the whole, if this was not a furprize, it is

a
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a very incomprehenfible affair, and muft remain one of the
many arcana, in which the general conduét of the American war
is involved.

The next capital event, in the order of time, is the attack of Red
Bank. Lord Cornwallis fays, ¢ that Col. Donop defired him to
¢ reprefent to the general that he thought he had net been fuffici-
¢ ently confidered, that he had had no feparate command, and,
¢ confequently, had had no opportunity of diftinguithing himfelf.}”
In anfwer, the general faid he would take the firft opportunity of
giving him a fuitable feparate command. And an opportunity he
did take., The general had feen Redbank fortified betore his face,
but did not think proper to attack it, till the rebels had compleated
their works. Lieut. Col. Sterling at the head of two regiments
drove the rebels from Billingfport, O&. 1ft. Lord Corowallis tells
us, ¢ that the Lieut. Colonel could not proceed to Redbank for
“ want of a reinforcement.” Gen. Grey fays, *“ troops could not
¢ be fpared to occupy Redbank, and if they could have been fpar-
‘ ed, they would have been expofed to the fire of the rebel gallies
“ and other veflels, and that Donop’s troops, when attackiny it,
** {uffered greatly from the fire of the gallies.,”” Capt. Montrefor
fays, ¢ that if we had poflefied the eaft bank of the Delaware above
¢ Billingfport, we could have deftroyed the rcbel fhipping a- )
* bove that poft.,” ‘This laft is the fact: had we raifed a bat- Folly innot
tery on Redbank, the rebel gallies inftead of annoying it, could FvL7"s
not have lain near it with any degree of fafety ; fo that initead of | 7"
our troops being expofed by being in pofleflion of Redbank, they rehels.
abfolutely would have commanded the rebel water force, which
we could then have eafily deftroyed, and Mud ifland which coft us
fo much time and two men of war mutt have fallen inftantly, as the
rebels then could not have relieved it with frefh men every fix
hours, which the pofleifion of Redbank alone enabled them to do.
Of the 5000 men pofted at Philadelphia and Wilmington, fome
hundreds might ealily have been fpared to occupy it, and had they
covered themfelves with works as the rebels did, Wathington’s
whole army could not have taken it. But the dzmon of misfortune
and folly prefided in our councils. It has been pofitively afferted
in America, and fince that at home, that Lieut. Col. Sterling
would have taken pofleflion of Redbank, but was not permitted.
We, it appears, could afford to lofe near 400 men in attacking it
when fortified; but could not afford a2 man to take pofleflion of it
when we could have done it without lefs ; for the rcbels did not oc-
cupy it till after they were driven from Billingfport. Having thus
ftated our previous mifcondud, let us confider the orders and
attack, which is indeed a melancholy confideration. I?onop’s
orders were verbal, they were delivered by Lord Cornwallis, and
we muft take them according to his lordfhip’s recollection, “* that
* Sir William Howe by no means wifhed Col. Donop to facri-
“ fice the troops ; that if the place could not be eafilv ca‘rricd, to
‘ give notice, and reinforcements and artillery thould be fent him;
* but that if it could be carried eafily, the general withed him ro
“ brufguer Paffaire. Tt is evident that arguing folely from thefe
orders, as given to us, by thofe who could have ro mrereft i exa-
culpating Donop. that the general meznt he thould attempt lrhe

place
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place by a coup de main ; fending him without artillery implied it
All military men know that a German can hardly be forced to
move a foot without artillery, even when he has no certainty of
meeting an enemy. To fend a German then, w1th_out .artilllery,
to affault an enemy ftrongly pofted, and covered with intrench-
ments, has been thought by many a committing him to death,
and equivalent to the cruelty of telling him fo, before he marched.
The gallant Donop was unfortunately circumftanced. He had
thought the general had negle€ted him, and had conveyed that
idca to the general; could a brave man in this predicament, cavil
at his orders ? Certainly not, and preferve his charaters  Could
he firft folicit a command, and then difpute with his commander on
the manner of conduéting it ? After being detached without ar-
tillerv, and with @ /i/cicnt hint to attempt the place by a britk
attack, a2 bravc man bad no choice left him. Any delay on his
part might have been conftrued into timidity. Therefore he
marched, did his duty, and fell. Even rcbels refpected his mic-
mory, and interred him with military honours. But, who was he
that fent him without artillery on this defperate undertaking ? A
commander, who had called off a vitorious army from much lefs
refpeCtable works, which a routed enemy had fhewn bim the way
over; but there battering cannon was to be waited for, and a weak,
extended linc to be approached with all the forinalities of a regular
fiege.* Whereas Donop had to attack, a compact poft, covered
with double entrenchments, defended by half his own numbers, the
approaches to which were flanked by the fire of that formidable re-
bcl avater force ; the wery idea of which, three months before, had
deterred the commander and his brother, with their whole fleet
and army, from even entering the Delaware,

In this attack Donop fhould have had attillery, as all the ar-
my knew, that Redbank, and the rebel gallies, and floating batteries
afforded each othet a mutual protetion ; at this time our fhips
could not aét againft Redbank and the water guard, as the ches
vaux de frize prevented them from coming fo high up.

Mouch about this time Sir Henry Clinton had ftormed the rebel
forts in the Highlands; having been reinforced by 1400 men from
England. When Gen. Howe heard of this teintorcement, he im-
mediatcly wrote for the troops to be fent to him at Philadelphia;
on receiving this order, Sir Henry Clinton was under the neceflit
of abandoning the Highland forts; and the troops failed for Philu-
delphia early in November. Thus inftead of rcinforcing Gens
Clinton, as he had given him hopes, the commander in chief with-
drew from him the reinforcement which had come from England.
Itis true, that in the next month, December, Gen. Howe fent the
71t and the regiment of NMirbach to New York, which was of no
further fervice than encreafing the garrifon there ; for the Canada
army had been fought down and taken prifoners, and the High-

lands

* The rebel lines on Long ifland Mr. Montrefor has JSaid avere one
mile and an half i~ extent, other writers bawe called them three miles's
Mr. Montrefor reckons from Wallabout bay to the head of the Morafs o;z
2/7; right 5 the otberzy it is fuppofed, reckon from Redbook to Wallabout

Ay
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lands had been deferted, when Gen. Howe called off the above-men-
tioned reinforcement to Philadelphia.
Our commander himfelf feemed to think, that his difgraceful

and ruinous operations had completed the ruin of the Britifh inte-

reft in America ; or if he had not done it, it feemed as if he wifh- )
ed to complete it.  For previoufly to his embarkation for England, 35{:&‘:?“‘{
he advifed Mr. Galloway, and the magiftrates of Philadelphia, 0 Gen. Howe
go over to, and fubmit to the rebels—Here language fails us to ex- had not
prefs our deteftation ! Had this man not been the favourite of op- been their
pofition,—How would thefe emphatical words—Treafon ! Traitor ! f3voarites
Punifhiment! Public Juftice! been ecchord through the kingdom.

On hearing the examination of Gen. Robertfon and Mr. Gallo-

way, oppofition found they could not pervert the enquiry to an at-

tack on minittry, with any hopes of fuccefs ; they found themfelves
entangled in their own factious web ; in vain they implored aid of

miniftry to extricate them ; it would have been impolitic indeed

for minifters to have interfered. The friends of the general and

admiral thereforc moved to diffolve the Committee, which they
‘had clamoured fo much to obtain, and it was diffolved according-

ly. Whilft this was going on, miniitry were filent, they fat view-

ing the confufion and perplexity of their opponents with the cold-

eft indifference, only the noble lord at the head of the American
department, though the whole of their malignity had becn directed
againfthim, in pity, fhook his head.

ENQUIRY, oo REMARKS
Ou Gen. Howe’s Speech, Conducl, and Letiers,

HE general fays, ¢ his only view is to juftify himfelf—that
* many fevere cenfures have been thrown out againtt him,
¢ and minifters have been filent—that wheh he was calumniated,
*“ he fhould have been vindicated by the noble lord.” Let me afk
the honourable general, who were the calumniators ? where were
the cenfures paft ? there has been no charge brought againft him in
Parliament ; and he exprefsly fays, ¢ that his conduct has been
% approved of, and that th¢ minifter conveyed that approbation.”
Whatever were his deferts, he cannot complain ‘of want of fupport )
from adminiftration. The papers before the Houfe are replete with Flattering
the moft flattering marks of attention from the noble lord at the :“i‘;‘”ﬁi‘m
head of the American department; he not only conveys the appro- ;> g0 o
bation of the fovereign, but is himfelf lavifh of praife and perfonal mgqr,
civility. Did not the King honour him with a red ribbon unafked;
and can any thing be more ftrongly marked than the attention that
has ever been paid to his recommendations ? almoft all his aid de
camps, who were captains at the beginning of the campaign 1776,
are now lieutenant colonels, and many of them have been promot-
ed by the King, without his even afking it. He exprefled his wifh
for particularofficers to be fent out toferve upon the ftaff; they were
all fent as he defired. He wanted to have Mr. M‘Kenzie his fecreta-
1y appointed paymafter to the provincial forces, a very lucrative
office ; it was done. In fhort, every thing was done that could be
donc to keep him in good humour. ,
T But
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But fays he, ¢ Ihave been feverely cenfured, and minifters
¢ have been filent.” Docs he allude to anonymous publications ?
he furely could not expelt the minifters to vnu%lcate his charadter
acainft fuch attacks as thefc! the noble lord might as well expect
the fame favour from the general. He could not be fo weak as to
fuppofe that minifters could ftop the mouth of calumny, or influ-
ence the public opinion! they wogld }lndoubtcdly be very glad to
be able to exercife fuch a power ; it might be oft.cn very conveni-
cnt for them ; but the misfortune is, that in this land of liberty,
people will fpeak their fentiments in fPlte of mlmﬂer§, or any body
¢lfe. Itis truc, the general’s conduct has been cenfured—feverely
cenfured, or rather univerfally condemned. It has not been in
news papers alone, and anonymous publications that he has been
attacked, but his inaétivity and his blunders, have bee.n f_ub}e&s of
gencral converfation : people of all ranks and defcriptions have
fpoken their minds frecly upon the matter, and have teftified their
difapprobation and uneafinefs without referve. But are minitters
to be blamed for this! If the general thinks that a vote of the
Houfe of Commons will whiten him, and convince the world that
he is a great commander, he does very right to move for a parlia-
mentary enquiry. Indeed it is the only chance he has left, poor as
itis, of refeuing his character, as an officer, from total perdition,
Confcious as he muft be that his conduét in America will not bear
the firi® examination of a military enquiry, and encouraged by
the flattering fuccefs that others in his fitvation have met with, I
am not furprifed that he has chofen the fafer method of laying his
cafe before a good natured and indulgent Houfe of Commons, ra-
ther than demanding a court martial, when he found himfelf
¢ cenfured” and * calumniated.” For though the fentence of a
military court, and that only could acquit him in the eves of mili-
tary people, yct as members of Parliament are, ex ofivio, compe-
tent judges of military operations, as well as of all other matters
whether political or profeffional, he might think that their appro-
baticn might ftand in lieu of a regular acquittal, and then there
would be no rifk ; for if he did not fucceed, he could always impute
it to the undue influence of a wicked and corrupt adminiftration,
and his character would not be at all the worfe for his having failed.
Oppofition would always be ready to receive him with open arms,
and the merit of having rendered abortive the plans of the prefent
miniftry, however well they might have been contrived tor the
public good, could not fail to entitle him to a high feat among
thofe worthy characters who ftile themfelves patriots, and the guare
dians of the liberties of this country.

. We fhall endeavour to anfwer all Sir Wm. Howc’s charges againft
adminiftration, and prove that they are difingenuous and ill found-
cd. He fays, ¢ his orders fhould have been clear”—not whifpers
acrofs the Atlantic; ¢ not fo ambiguoufly exprefled, that they
‘ might always bc explained away.” He complains of wanting
the confidence and fupport of his fuperiors—the want of a plan
from home, &c. yet at the fame time acknowledges, ¢ that his own
¢ plans and meafures met with fuch approbation from the minifter,
¢ that he could. juftify himfelf under it if he thought proper.” Is
it not a ftrong proof of confidence in a general, when unhampered

by
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by inftruétions, and uncontrouled by any fuperior power, he is left
entirely at liberty to follow his own plans, and profecute a war ac-
cording to his own ideas ? and was it ever before a matter of feri-
ous complaint againft a minifter, that he did not furnifh military
plans in detail to a commander in chief; efpecially when every
plan propofed by the general was fure to meet with approbation ?
The fecretary of ftate, in his letter dated Oftober 22, 1776, ex-
prefsly fays, ¢ his Majetty does not intend that the general fhould
“ in his plans of operation be confined to any particular province :
“ his choice of fituation muft in that refpect be governed by his
“ own judgment.” How many timces in the courfe of a few
months did Sir William Howe alter his plan for the campaign of
1777 ? between the months of November and April, no lefs than
four, eflentially different from each other, were propofed, and yet
by the general’s own account, each of them in its turn was approv-
ed of. 'The minifter in his letter of the 3d of March fays, ¢ I am
“ now commanded to acquaint you, that the King entirely ap-
¢« proves of your deviation trom the plan which vou formerly fug-
¢ gefted.” And again, May 18th, ¢ As you muilt from your fitua-
“ tion and military fkill, be a competent judge of the propriety of e-
“ very plan, his Majefty does not hefitate to approve the altcrations
“ which you propofe.” Indeed the nature of the American fervice
requires that the general fhould be at liberty to vary his plan of o-
perations, according to the varving circumitances of the war ; and
to any, who will take the trouble to caft his eye over the American
correlpondence, it will plainly appear, that the moft ample and ge-
nerous: confidence was placed in Sir William Howe, trom the time
he came to the chief command till he afked leave to return to this
country.—He was not only fupported with the whole weight of zo-
vernment, but was indulged in all his wifhes both for himfelf and
his friends.—Unatked favours and honours were heaped upon him
with the moft liberal hand—and he was entrufted with every power
both civil and military, that could add weight and dignity to his
fituation, or claim refpet from thofe ubout him, and from the
world.

But though he was left thus entirely at liberty to act as he
thought proper, and as exigences might require, yet he was by no
means ignorant of the ideas of adminiftration refpecting the future
operations of the war, The minifter did very often take the liber-
ty of humbly propofing his plans, though he never prefumed fo
far as to give any pofitive orders in confequence of them. Indeed
fometimes the King went fo far as to fuggeft his ideas, and his roy-
al will and pleafure has been fignified by the fecretary of ftate. I
confefs that this in any other fervice would be conftrued an order,
but I hope the general will not complain of it as fuch, as he never
thought proper in any one inftance to pay the leaft attention fo 1it,
any more than to the plans fuggetted by the minifter.  Sir \V'll.ham
Howe and his noble brother have the entire merit of every military
plan that was executed during his command, not excepting the fa-
mous one of the voyage round the capes of Virginia and up Chefa-
peak bay, which brought on the lofs of Burgoyne’s army, the pre-
fent war with France, and every fubfequent evil that has arifen

from them to this country. .
T 2 The
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The general in his {peech complains of the minifter for having
fent him a copy of his_letter to Sir Guy Carleton (containing the
arangements for the Canada expedition) without any inftructions
whatever to himfelf. I am aftonithed that an officer could hazard
a charge fo unmilitary. Could any inftructions be neceffary when
the copy of the fecretary of {tate’s difpatch made him perfeéily ac-
quainted with every circumftance relating to the northern army ?
Does not the letter fay, that Sir Guy Carleton was to ‘¢ detach
¢ Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne with direction to procced with all poffible
¢ cxpedition to join (him) Gen. Howe, and to put himfelf under
¢ his command®”’ That ¢ with a view of quelling the rebellion
¢ as foon as poffible, itis become highly neceflary that the moft
< fpeedy junétion of the two armics thould be effected #”” And in

~another place, ¢ I fhall write to Sir William Howe from hence by

#¢ the firft packet ; but you will neverthelefs endeavour.to give him
*¢ the earlieft intelligence of this meafure, and alfo diret Lieut,
¢ Gen. Burgoyne, and Licut. Col. St. Leger, to neglect no op-
+¢ portunity of doing the fame, that they may receive inftructions
$¢ from Sir William Howe.” Surely no order could have been
framed that, in the eyes of a military man, could appear more bind-
ing upon the general, than the copy of this letter to Sir Guy Car-
leton ? it made a part of a general plan, from which he could not
deviate, without hazarding or devoting an expedition, whofe move-
ments he had not time to countermand, and whofe operations he
knew were begun. The moment thefe troops crofled the lakes,
they became a part of his army, and their fubfequent misfortunes,
if they arofe from the want of fupport and co-operation, are as much
to be laid to his charge, as the furprife and defcat of the Heflians,
which he left expofed and unfupported at Trenton.

Gen. Howe, in the beginning of his fpeech exprefsly declared,
he only meantto ¢ juftify himifelf;” yet we afterwards find him
turned the accufer, and obliquely charging adminiftration with
crimes of the moft ferious nature—that of hiding from Parliament
the true ftate of our affairs in America, and promifing fuccefs, when
they kncw there was no reafon to expectit. This ground Mr. Fox
took up after him, and with his ufual virulence charged minifters
dire¢tly with having “ treacheroufly and traiteroufly deceived this
** country.” He faid they had declared to the Houfe of Com-
mons, ““ that they had reafon to expe¢t a fuccefsful campaign,
*¢ when they knew, and when they had it in their pockets under
*¢ the general’s own hand, that nothing was to be expected.”

The general’s words were not fo pointed as thofe of Mr. Fox,
nor did they convey a charge fo directly ; yet their meaning is the
fame. They were as follow : ¢ The noble lord faid he learned from
‘¢ his intelligence the dithiculties the rebels were under in raifing

troops, that he hoped I fhould be able to get a fufficient force in
Pennfylvania for the defence of that province; and he fill hop-
ed that this campaign would be the laft. So that in fpite of my
pofitive affurances from the fpot, the minifter’s delufive hopes
and conjectures were to influence him in oppofition to my certain
knowledge. :

Howe.ve_r delufive the minifter’s hopes and conjectures may have
been, his intelligence does not appear to have been materially dife
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ferent from that of the general, notwithftanding this round affertion
to the contrary.——Let us hear what the general’s letters fay up-
on this fubjet—thofe very letters which Mr. Fox charges the mi-
nifter with having had m his pocket when he told the Houfe he had
reafon to expect a fuccefsful campaign.  April 2d, 1777, he writes
from New York, that ¢ it is his opinion the rebels will not be
* able to-raife their army voted laft autumn, &c.” And again,
¢ I have reafon to expett in cafe of fuccefs in Pennfylvania, there
“ will be found a confiderable part of the inhabitants who may be
 embodied as militia, and fome as provincial troops, for the in-
“ terior defence of the province, which muft be a great aid in the
“further progrefs of the war.” And in the fame letter he fays,
¢ fill I think 1t probable that by the latter end of the campaign,
“ we fhall be in poffeflion of the provinces of New York, the Jer-
‘ feys, and Pennfylvania.”” In his letter of the 20th December
177& the general tells the minifter, that, ¢ the opinions of
“ people were much changed in Pennfylvania, and their minds in
¢ general, from the late progrefs of the army, difpofed to peace ;
 in which fentiment they would be confirmed by our getting pof-
¢ feffion of Philadelphia.””—And he fays in his {peech, ¢ In the
‘ mean time from all the intelligence I received, the reduétion of
¢ Pennfylvania appeared very pratticable, though I fhould have
¢ but an army of 19,000 men.

I will not infift upon the fact, that the rebels did actually find
difficulties in raifing troops, but will, for the fake of the argument,
fuppofe the minifter ignorant of what every body elfe knew ; nor
will I lay any ftrefs upon the great abilities of the general, nor his
altivity and ¢ impatience to begin the campaign,” which are men-
tioned by the minifter in his letter of the 18th May, and are gi-
ven as reafons for his hoping for a fuccefsful campaign. 1 will
confine myfelf fimply to the information contained in the general’s
letters, and will then leave it to the world to judge, whether the
minifter’s affertion is not juftified in the moft ample manncr, even
upon this ground. The noble lord told the Houfe, ¢ that he had
“ reafon to expelt a fuccefsful campaign.” The general writes to the
noble lord,  that by the latter end of the campaign he expects to
“ be in pofleflion of the provinces of New York, Jerfeys, and Penn-
“ f{ylvania :” tis true he adds, ¢ that this in fome meafure muft
% deperd upon the fuccefles of the northern army.” In his letter to
Sir Guy Carleton, inclofed in the letter to the minifter of the 2d of
April, Gen. Howe writes, * that the potfeifion of Ticonderoga
“ would naturally be the firft objeét of the northern army ;77 and
recommended ¢ the fecuring Albany and the adjacent country” as
the fecond. ¢ The further progrefs of this corps,” fays he, * de-
* pending fo much upon the enemy’s movements, cannot be fore-
¢ feen at this diftance of time, ftill I flacter myfelf, and have rea-
* fon to expet the friends of government in that part of the coun-
“ try, will be found fo numcrous, and {o ready to give every aid
“ and affiftance in their power, that it will prove no difficult ratk
* to reduce the more rebellious parts of the province.” The 16th
of July the general writes, ¢ the enemy’s movements taking this
“ turn,” (viz. Wathington marching to the defence of Pe.nnfylva-
&ia) I apprehend Gen. Burgoyné will meet with little interrup-

’ “ uon

145

His 1t
founded
promifus.

Minifter
juftified
from
Howce's
own let=
ters.



146

And Bur-

goyne's.

Thedeceiv-
ers turn ac-
culers.

Howe affo-
nithed at
the force
rent him.

Enguiry, or Remarks on Gen. Howe’s Specch, Conduct, and Letters.

 tion, otherwife than the dificultics he muft encounter in tranf-
¢ porting ftores and provifions for the fupply of his army.” But
let us fee how far the minifter’s hopes were authorifed by his in-
telligence from that quarter. Gen. Burgoyne, in his letter dated
Skeenfborough, July 11th, 1777, fays, * vour lordthip will par-
“ don me, 1if I lament that my orders do not give me the latitude
¢ I ventured to propofe, in my original project for the campaign,
¢ ¢o make a real effort, inftead of a fcint upon New England. As
¢¢ things have turned out, were I at liberty to march in force im-
¢ mediately by my left, inftead of my right, I fhould have litile
¢ doubt of fubduing before winter the provinces where the rebellion
¢ originated. If my late letters reach Mr. Howe, I flill hope this
¢ plan may be adopted from Albany.”

Who would not have imagined from thefe accounts that the re-
bellion was at an cnd ? Who would have hefitated at promifing a
fuccefsful campaign ? It is true, our expeétations were deccived,
our hopes were moft cruelly difappointed ; but fhall the authors of
our misfortunes, thofe very men who flattered us with the hope of
brilliant fuceefs from operations they themfelves planned, and who
afterwards by their delays and blunders wafted the campaign and
facrificed our armies, be allowed to call thofe hopes delufive, and
charge the minifter with deceiving Parliament, when they them-
felves have been the only deceivers.

Was the force fent out from this country equal to the objeéts of
the American war ? The noble lord at the head of the American
department being atked in the Houfe of Commons, foon after he
came into office, what force he thought would be fufficient to reduce
the revolted colonies ? replied, ¢ that the meafures of the force
¢ fhould be the wifhes of the general,”  This truly is a generous
method of eftimating force for military operations. And we find
that Gen. Howe’s withes were not only gratified in this refpect, but
the force that was fent out in the {pring of 1776, fo far exceeded
his moft fanguine expectations, that he appears to have been fur-
prifed to a degree of aftonifhinent at the amazing efforts that had
been made. What he thought of the preparations, and of the mi-
nifter, under whofe immediate dirction they were made, will beft
appear, by his own letter, dated Halifax, 8th Junc, 1776, where
he fays, ¢ I cannot take lcave of your lordfhip without expreffing
“ my utter amazement at the decifive and mafterly ftrokes for car-
¢ rying fuch extenfive plans into immediate execution, as have
¢ been effetted fince your lordfhip has affumed the conduct of this
¢ war, which is already maft happily experienced by thofe who
¢ have the honour of ferving here under your aufpices. That you
‘¢ may finally receive the acknowledgements of a grateful country,
¢¢ the lafting glory which fuch fervices merit ; and that I may in
fome degree contribute to the completion of meafures fo vigo-
‘“ roufly concerted, is the fervent with of your lordthip’s, &c.
“ W. Howe.” In his letter of the 2d of April 1777, the general
acknowledges that the force of 1776 was adequate to its object. It
would be therefore prepofterous in me to adduce a fingle argument
to prove it. I will, however, beg leave juft to ftate the following
facts, that Gen. Howe’s army mn 1776, exceeded 30,000 regular,
effective troops, exclufive of thofe lctt at Halifax, and of the nor-
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thern army, and that Wafhington’s army did not amount to more
than 16,000 men.

By what means {uch an army, fo well appointed, ferved by fo
large a train of artillery, and attended by fo numerous a fleet, could
fail of fuccefs againt a divided people, deftitute of ofticers, foldiers,
magazines, fortified towns, thips of war, or any apparent refourccs,
will be the fubject of my enquiry. T follow the general in not en-
tering into the policy or juitice of the war, nor fhall I dwell upon
the wanton unparalleled facrifice of our braveft troops on Bunker’s
hill, but will take up his conduct where he thought proper to do it
in his fpeech, viz. at the time of his receiving orders from the Se-
cretary of State for evacuating Bofton, and before I follow him to
the fouthward will fhew—that by his not quitting Bofton when he
was ordered to do it, and it might have been eflected without any
difgrace, the army remained thro’ the winter cooped up in a moit
ignominious fituation, fuffering for want of ncceflarics, expofed to
infult, and were neither the objelts of terror, or caufe of diftrefs
to the rebels ;—that by abandoning that poft when he had wrote
to government that he fhould not, and by declaring that Bofton
was tenable and then fuffering the rcbels to drive him from it
with marks of difgrace, he did his utmott to deprefs the fpirits of
the troops and to raife thofe of the rebels ;—that tho’ the invincible
fortitude of Britifh troops prevented the firtt, the latter had its full
effect ; the defetion from Great Britain was greatly increafed, and
the rebels excited to excrtions that otherwife they would never have
attempted.—That by not blockading the harbour, as the general
himfelf had recommended, in cafe Bofton fhould be evacuated, and
leaving that as well as the other fea ports on the coaft in every ref-
peé open and accommodated to their naval efforts, the rebels not
only fupplied themfelves with militarv ftores from our own flore-
fhips, and captured great numbers of our troops, but were enabled
to collect fuch a marine as to make depredations on our trade inevery
part of the world, which for fome time wus the fole fupport of the
rebellion: and that by going northward, 600 miles further from
the intended {cene of ation, inftead of going fouthward as he had
been directed, the fpring and fummer were wafted away. Wath-
Ington hid four or five months leifure to fortify New York and its
dependencies, and to draw the whole force of the continent to the
fpot where he knew our main army was deftined.  So that finally,
with an army fo decidedly fuperior to the enemy, the general did
little more in that campaign than provide winter quarters for the
troops, But thefe wretched manceuvres, uncqualled but by the
wretched excufes made for them, fhall now be the fubjeét of con-
fideration.

Having now fully obviated the charges which the general thought
proper to inftitute againft the minifter, I will confider Sir William
Howe’s vindication of his own conduct. ¢ The order (fays he)
* for evacuating Bofton came too late for me to exccute it when I
“ received it. I did exccute it on the 15th of March, and in a
manner, I truft, thar was free trom difgrace.” Tt is only nccefla-
1y to confider what thofe orders were, and the time and manner in
which they were executed, to decide on this part of the general’s
sonduct. In the beginning of November 1775, Gen. Howe reé
. ceive
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ceived a letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, wherein, after refer-
ing to a former letter which had fuggefted the advantages of the
army’s being removed to New York, and the hazard of continuing
at Dofton through the winter, his Lordfhip writes, ¢ The intelli-
¢ gence and information of every day fince have thewn more clear-
¢ ly both the one and the other, and the fituation of the troops
“ cooped up in a town, expofed to infult and annoyance, if not
* furprize, from more places than. one, deprived of the comforts
and neceffaries of life, wafting away by difcafe and defertion
¢ fafter than we can recruit, and no longer the objects of terror
“ or caufe of diftrefs to the rebels, is truly alarming, and demands
¢ the moft ferious confideration ; and I am commanded by the
“ King to fay, that if no alteration for the better fhould have hap-
¢ pened before this letter reaches you, or any unexpefted advan-
¢ tages of carrying on the war, on the fide of New England,
¢ fhould have opened themfelves, it feems not only advifeable but
¢ neceffary to abandon Bofton before the winter, &c.—and to re-
¢ nove with the troops either to New York, or fome other place
¢ to the fouthward, where a fquadron of the King’s thips may
¢ not only lie, but carry on operations with fecurity during the
¢ winter.” Here is anexplicit, practicable order, framed on the real
fituation of affairs in America, by conforming to which, great evils
were to be avoided, and advantages of equal magnitudeto be obtained.
Had the general, immediately on receiving it, gone to New York,
he might have effeted in 1775 nearly, if not quite as much, as
he did in 1776 with 30,000 troops. There was nothing to oppofe
his army, which then confifted of gooo effeltive men. Staten
ifland and Long ifland would have reccived him with open arms,
and New York, by his own confeflion, was then in his power,
The army would not only have been relieved from the preflure of
an ignominious and diftrefling blockade, have abounded with frefh
provifions, and been able to carry on operations during the winter,
but what was of {till greater moment, the early pofleilion of New
York would have left the immenfe armament that was fent to A-
merica in 1776, at liberty to act on the extenfive fcale for which it
was calculated, and to which it was adequate, and a total fuppref-
fion of the rebellion have been the neceflary confequence.

Bur whether it is to be imputed to incapacity, to an utter inabi-
lity to combine circumftances, to balance probable events, and to
improve lituations and conjunétures, to the fordid views of thofe
who principally compofed his cabinet council ¢ to his own love of
cafe, and reluctance he fclt at abandoning the rotine of pleafure
that had been eftablifhed at Bofton for the winter ; or to his being
wedded to a {yftem of politi¢s that favoured the rebellion, I do not
pretend to fay, but certain it is, Gen. Howe fo conduted as to
{uffer all the evil pointed out in his lordfhip’s letter, with accumus=
lated ignominy and difgrace, as well as to lofe every advantage
that had been fuggefted.  The general did not think proper to obey
the Sccretary of State’s order, and affigned for the reafon of his
difobedience, that he had not fufficient fhipping to effeét the remo-
val at one embarkation, and going at two would be hazardous.
True it is that the tonnage of the fhipping then at Bofton fell thort
of the quantity ufually allowed for long voyages; there was,
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however, a fufficiency for a fhort one ; for in the March following,

‘when the evacuation took place, there was ftill lefs fhipping in the Hiswritten
harbour, owing to more veflels, having, within that period, been excufe re-
fent to Carolina, Georgia, Nova Scotia, the Weil Indics, and to futed.
Europe than had arrived; notwithftanding which, enough were

found to tranfport the army which had been reinforced in the mean

time, together with 1100 loyal inhabitants, at one embarkation,

befides near o fail of vefiels left at the wharfs, for the ufe of the

rebels, many of which were foon converted into privateers, and de-

corated with the thirteen ftripes. Thefe are falts, and I adduce

them as unequivocal proof of the infufliciency of the reafons, given

by Sir William, for his continuing in Bofton during the winter, His verbal
And I allow him credit for faying nothing in the IHoufe of Com. ¢xcufe re-
mons, of a want of tranfports, and retting his defence for difobey- futed.
ing the order folely only on its late arrival. But unfortunately for

him this ground is equally untenable with that which he abandon-

ed; for the northerly winds, which he tells us in the fame letter

prevail at that feafon, are extremecly favourable for a movement
fouthward.

The cruthing the privateering bufinefs in its bud was another ob-
je& worthy the attention of a general. In November 1473, the
affembly of Maflachufets paffed an a&t for granting letters of mar-
que and reprifal, and conflituting a court of admiralty for the con-
demnation of Britith {hips. The deftruction of thofe nefts of pi-
rates, the fea ports, where the evil originated, might have been very
eafily effefted, and would have rendered the mott effential fervice
to the Britith empire, as it would have prevented the depredations
on our unfufpetting trade, and have cut off the only refources that
for a long time enabled the rcbels to carry on the war. But this
was never once in contemplation. To judge from his letters, Sir
William intended neither the one nor the other ; but after folacing
himfelf at Bofton during the winter, to have gone, at his own leifure,
in a pleafant feafon of the year—to fome other place.

To quiet the minds of adminiftration, the general wrote he was His written
not under * the leaft apprehenfion of any attack from the rebels bravade.
“ by furprife or otherwife ; on the contrary, that it was to be
* wifhed that they would attempt forath a ftep ;” requefted inftruc-
tions refpeting the effects at Bofton ; and propofed that whenever
the troops fhould be withdrawn, a battalion fliould be entrenched
at a place where fhips could winter in fafety, for blockading the
harbour. Government acquiefced in the reafons he had given, and
the aflurances he had made, and not doubting but their general
might be found at Bofton in the {pring, fent a large force to that

lace, and expefted him to put a very different face on the war
there before he left it. But in this, as in-every other inttance, in
which any confidence had been placed in our hero, they were to be
difappointed.

The rebels having cannonaded and bombarded the town from Rebels oca
R.oxburgh and Phipps Farm, three nights fucceflively, in the be- cupy Dors
ginning of March, with very little effe€t however, unlefs it was the chefter,
am_uﬁng and diverting the attention of the garrifon from the main
obje&, took poft on the commanding heights of Dorchefter ncck.

Here, as at Bunker’s hill, the works were in great forwardnefs
U when
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when difcovered ; with this difference, however, that thefe were
more extenfive, had firong abbaties round them, and were fo fitu-
atcd as not to adinit of the choice of ground for attacking them as
the others did. The general tells us they muft have employed
12,000 men in their conftruction ; we may therefore reafonably
conclude, that they would have been defended by an equal num-
ber. A detachment of 2400 only were ordered to diflodge the
rebels, and were embarked in tranfportsto fall down the harbour to
Caftle William, from whence the defcent was to be made. The in-
tervention of a violent ftorm of wind and rain prevented the attack,
and providentially faved thofe devoted troops; and the very next
day, without any material change of circumftances having taken
place, (for the ftorim that had prevented the debarkation of the troops-
had {topt the progrefs of the works) the enterprife was abandoned,
and to the utter aftonifhment of all who were not in the general’s
councils, orders iflued for evacuating Bofton.

Now, I beg leave to u’k Sir William' Howe whether Bofton was
tenable or not ? ke had indeed ftaked his reputation as a gencral
on the affirmative. If it was not, how could he or his favourite
engineer overlook this poft 7 Could they fuppofe that the rebels,
who before winter had made regular approaches to the foot of this
hill, would fail as foon us the feafon opened to occupy the top
of it ? why werce no precautions taken to prevent it 7 why was not
a poft eftablithed there as at Bunker’s hill ? or if Bofton was tena-
ble as the general Lad pledged himfelf, and I confefs I have not
the leaft doubt of, why in God’s name was it fo fhamefully a-
bandoned ¢ why were the army and the loyalifts obliged to combat
war, peftilence, and famine through the winter at Bofton, only to
be hurried from it in the {pring ¢ or why was the town finally eva-
cuated with circumftances fo difpiriting to the troops, and fo cn-
couraging to the rcbels?  All the cannon at Charleftown, the
greateft part of thofe on the lines at the neck, two 13-inch mortars,
and other ordnance, amounting in the whole to ({ferviceable and
unferviceable) 100 picces, great quantities of military ftores, and
even provifions, fell into the hands of the rebels, And as though
fomething was ftill wanting to fwell their triumph and make it
complete, a convention was entered into with the rebels, with Gen.
Howe’s knowledge and approbation, that the town fhould not be
injured, in cafe they would fuffer the troops to embark without
interruption.  The agreement was religioufly kept ; as the laft divi-
fion of troops embarked at the long wharf, a flag was hoifted on
the fteeple of a church, and Wathington entered the town with
drums beating, mufic playing, colours flying, and in all the pride
and exultation of victory.

However forcible the reafons for evacuating Bofton before the
winter had been, thofe for not doing it at this time were equall
ftrong. The feafon had moderated, feveral victuallers had arrive ’
and the circumftances of the garrifon were rendered happy to what
they had been. The being compelled, or what was equally as
bad, the appearance of being compelled to furrender that long con-
tefted town, indeed the only one in the thirteen confederated provin-
ces, that the crown was in poffeffion of, could not fail of producing
the worft effects on the minds of the colonifts. Befides, it muff

necef-
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neceffarily counterad the plans, and derange the meafures of ad-
miniftration.

Had the general only entrenched a battalion on George’s ifland,
as he had purpofed, this with a man of war, would have been
mutual fecurities to each other, and would have prevented our
tranfports, vi€tuallers, and ftorethips from running and even fight-
ing their way direCtly into their encmies port.  As this was neglect-
ed, 2 man of war that was left behind, was foon compelled to
quit her ftation, and there was at leaft an equal chance of fo great
a part of our fleet being caught in the fnare, as even to have pre-
vented 2’ campaign.—Fortune was once more our friend, and wurd-
ed off fo great a calamity ; fo many fhips however, by this means
fell into the hands of the rebels, as to fupply them with ordnance,
a complete affortment of military ftores, and camp equipage, and
feveral thoufand fuits of rezimentals ; articles which were abfo-
lutely neceflary for them to take the field, and which at that time
they could have had by no other means. Befides, near 1000 of
our beft troops were made prifoners.

Had the general gone fouthward as he was direited, the confe-
quences would not have been fo bad ; but in defiance of orders,
advice, and even common fenfe, he failed to the oppofite point
of the compafs, and carried the army to the northern extremity of
the continent, 600 miles dirctly from the intended {cene of action.
Want of provifion has been fuggefted as an excufe for this extraor-
dinary ftep; but a moment’s reflettion will convince us of its in-
{uﬂiciency; for Nova Scotia as the general tells us in his letter,

ad been ftripped of its provifions the preceding winter; and the
vi¢tuallers, on which his fole dependence was placed, were all def~
tined for Bofton : thefe could as well have followed him fouth as
north ; and befides Rhode ifland, Staten itland, and Long ifland,
abounded with provifions. The only reafon the general himfelf
thought proper to give for this mytterious conduct was, that the
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tranfports were crouded, and the ftores difforted.  This might with -

propriety have been urged as a motive for not going azainft a
place, where an enemy was in force to oppofe him ; but furely it
s not a fufficient reafon for his not going to places where there vas
no enemy, nor poflibly could be any betore his arrival, viz. Sta-
ten ifland, Long ifland, or even Rhode ifland. It could not be
pretended that a reinforcement was neccilary, for be finally left
Halifax, and took pofleffion of Staten ifland with lefs force than
that which he failed with from Bofton. By this delay all the
fpring and fummer, were watted away on our part ; the rebels were
at liberty to fortify New York and its dependencics, and to collect
all the force of the continent to that {pot where they knew our arms
would be dire@ed ; the diflodgment of which force occupied our
whole army the remainder of the campaign.

Upon a review of Gen. Howe’s conduct at the northward, I
don’t know which part of his generalthip to admire moft ; his unne-
ceffary affault of the rebel works at Bunker’s hill, whereby three
quarters of the affailants were killed and wounded—or after rhis
experience, his ordering 2400 troops to ditlodge 12,000 rebels ill
more ftrongly pofted on the heights of Dorchefter neck ; his nc-
gleting to evacuate Bofton in the fall, under pretence of his not
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having fufficient fhipping, and yet doing it in the fpring with more
troops and fewer fhips; his affuring the miniftry that Bofton was
tenable, and inducing them to fend a reinforcement there, and be-
fore its arrival fuffering himfIf to be driven from it at the head of
gooo Britith troops ; his propofing, in cafe the troops fhould bs
withdrawn from Bofton, to entrench a battalion at the entrance of
the harbour to blockade it, and afterwards leaving it open to en-
fuare the unfufpeéting fhips that were bound there ; his going to
Hal fax when he had been ordered to New York, or his faying ia
his fpeech, that going northwurd in the fpring was executing the
Secretary of Statc’s orders, which was to go fouthward before the
winter.

It has been the fingular fortune of this general to efface former
miftakes by fubfequent blunders of greater magnitude : his northern
mifconduct was in this increafing ratio ; and the whole is forgot
when Long ifland, York, White Plains, Trenton, Quibbletown,
Saratoga and Chefapeak are mentioned. Even refentment gives
place to pity at his fuflering himfelf to be burlefqued by the Mif-
chianza, in honour of his leaving America unconquered, and the
rebellion fironger than he found it.

R EM A R K S

On Sir Andrew Snape Hammond’s Ewvidence, by a Sea Officer on the
Chefapeak Foyage,

EADING the other day in the papers, the examination of
Sir Andrew Snape Hammond in the Houfe of Commons, re-
lative to the expedition of the Chefapeak bay ; I could not help
obferving a certain partiality in the evidence.—~Though I have a
bigh opinion of the worthy Knight’s abilities as a fea officer, yet
the vulgar proverb of ./t my brethren {f I am a rogue, firuck me
moft forcibly. Can it be fuppofed, that one whom the noble Lord
hus raifed to the higheft pinnacle of honour he could, would not ap-
plaud his conduét ¢ if be is admitted on onc fide, why not call fome
who have felt his implacable refentment on the other fide, by way
of a balance ? or to procced in the faireft wav, call in thofe who
are above prejudice, feveral of whom were prefent on the expedi-
tion, and they are the only people to give the honourable Houfe
the moft fatisfaltion.

I could have withed to have heard the opinion of the truly he-
roic Sir James Wallace on this expedition, and feveral others I
could point out, but ’tis too late. ’Tis well known in the navy,
that Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, in preference to older officers,
had the command of the fleet at Philadelphia all the winter, Be-
fore this he was Lord Howe’s oracle! It was he that advifed him,
very fagacioufly, not to attempt landing in the Delaware; he fays.
the rebels might have come down with their gallies, and annoyed
our landing ;—he likewife obferves that they were only three avecks
longer on the Pafrage to Chefapcak.—The firft fuppofition is im-
poffible, provided the fleet were properly difpofed of, and the de-
tention by the different places was full two months, 1 muft now ob-
ferve that I had the honour to belong to the navy on that expedi-

tion
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tion, and beg to afk a few queflions, and give a plain narrative of
fome fadls jult as they fell out. Did not Capt. Lindfay, in his Danger in
Majefty’s f{'igate the Pearl, chace the whole force of the rebels the Dela-
from the Capes of Delaware to very near Reedy ifland ?  Did not Ware retut
the Roebuck, Sir Andrew’s own fhip, and Liverpool, when at-
tacked by the gallies, though one was aftern, oblige them to defift ?
Did not the Roebuck, Camilla, Liverpool. and Pearl, keep the
advanced poft for a month at Billingfport, both before the Eagle
arrived, and for fome time after, when the whole fomidable rebel
navy, with fire-thips, rafts, &c. were there, and the feveral ac-
tempts made with fire-rafts, &c. all proved abortive, and only o-
bliged the fhips to cut once ?  The rebel army were then partly on
theJerfey fhore, and the Eagle at Chefter, 19 miles above Newcaftle.
—As we had with us four {ail of the line, two go gun fhips, fix or
feven frigates, befides gallies, armed veflels, tenders, &c. could
not the frigates advance three miles above Newcaftle, and the ar-
my land under cover of the large fhips and other veflels, any of
which could go within piftol fhot of the town, or any parts conti-
guous to it #—Or if it was found neceffary, fome of the large
thips might have advanced, and left the reft to cover. Round
Newcaftle is a fine level country. Here the army would have been
within 40 miles of Philadelphia, I don’t fay three weeks, but two
months fooner, than when they begun to march at the head of the
Eik, which is more than three times the diftance. We were three
weeks on the paflfage to Elk, and detained there near a month g‘l‘;hd th‘:(‘)"
longer before the army was ready to march; in the courfe of | it and
which, by death, ficknefs, feamen and foldiers taken ftraggling, 1500 men.
and defertion, &c. we were fiftcen hundred at leaft lefs to do
duty, than when at the Delaware.

We failed from New York the latter end of July, were off the
Delaware in one week, and before we left Chefapeak, ’twas the
latter end of September ; from thence to Delaware again we were
twelve days, in fuch weather, that the fleet was feparated ; one
tranfport foundered, and many of the fmall armed veflels were in
danger of being loft. I would then wifh to leave to any impartial
judges, whether the cxpedition did honour to the two great officers
or credit to the nation.  As the detention of the army, for near a
month after the landing in Elk river, may excite curiofity in fome,
and raife wonder in others, I fhall endeavour to give a fhort account
of that politic buiinefs., ‘T'he tranfports, with the fmall men of
war, anchored about ten miles below the head of the river Elk; ::::21 d:‘
and in about an hour and half after they anchored, the whole of _ .0
the troops werc on fhore. The ftores, provifions, &c. were not
landed here, but for weighty reafons, ordcred up in the {mall vef-
fels to the head of the river; a very fhoal and intricate paflage.
I fhould have fuppofed, provided every thing neceffary had been
landed where the troops were at firft, that a week, or ten days at
moft, might have complcated the army for thcir march. As a
proof that I cannot be very much out in my judgment, I muft beg
leave to remark, that Sir Henry Clinton, after marching acrofs the
Jerfeys, from the time he began at the heights of Navefink till e-
very matter was compleated, was only a week ; but we werc not
in fuch bafte ! for after che Aar boats had carried up tents, telnt-
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.poles, heavy baggage, &c. they were advantageoufly employed a-
nother week in bringing them down again. The commanding offi-
cer by this time having fettled within himfelf that no heavy bag-
gage Thould proceed with the army.  As it was ten miles from the
tranfports to the head of the river, thefe amufing orders and coun-
ter orders, muft of courfe take up fome time in the executing.
When the fleet arrived in the Delaware, the Roebuck, Pearl, Ca-
milla, and Liverpool were advanced as far up as Billingfport, a
firong poft, which the rebcls had evacuated on the approach of our
troops ; and as thcy brought down fome artillery in the night;’ and
fired on our fhips, to favour an attempt made by their fire-rafis, it
was not only thought, but found very neceflary to fecure a poft here.
Some marines with a detachment of the 71ft regiment were accord-
inzly fent.
R-dbank The rebels did not evacuate this poft without fome better view,
Iﬁor‘c‘f{zd‘z"; for they were now feen to be very bufy throwing up works on a
face. "% place culled Redbank, a high, {teep place ; which not only com-
manded, and fecured a communication with Mud ifland, but pro-
teCted their flipping, and entircly fecured thom from any attack
we could have made. The general might have feen this every day
himfelf; for it took them, fome time before they compleated it.
He was told of it, but it availed nothing ! he was detern *ned they
thould finifh it before he would attack 1t '—and they did ; for the
brave Count Dousop, with 2000 Heffians attempted it, and near
400 fcldiers were killed and wounded.—This was not the on-
ly lofs we fuftained, for Capt Reynolds who was then lying at
Billingfport, perceiving the attack, and fearing the rebel gallies
might annoy our troops, weighed immediately, and endeavoured
to get as near as poflible to the fort and gallies to divert their atten-
tion from the atrack, but unfortunately got on fhore. The Merlin
floop of war alfo fhared the fame fate ; a cannonading began between
the Augufta, Roebuck, and the Mud Fort, which lafted pretty
brifkly, for near two hours. The next morning it was renewed,
but the Augufta was not only too far from the fort, but lay in a
very difagreeable fituation ; about eleven o’clock fhe took fire by
Twomen of the accident of her own wads, and as the lower rdeck guns were
war burnt. Joaded, and going off every minute, it was impoflible for the boats
to go along-fide ; however, every thing was done that could be
done to fave the people ; many who could not {wim perithed, and
all the poor men that were wounded, were blown up in her.
There were mifling above 100 of her crew ;—may we not afk with
propricty, if the pott had been fecured in a proper time, if we fhould
not only have faved many lives, but have taken Mud ifland with
very little trouble, as it entirely commanded it, and likewife faved
the trouble of often rifking the flat boats with provifions under the
guns of Mud Fort in the night, to keep the army from ftarving 3
as thcy nover wore above five or fix days provifions before hand,
till the Mud Fort was reduced, which was fix weeks 2 The reft of
the proceedings for the reduction of the ifland are well known.

coNDUCT
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Conpucrt of the WaAR inthe MipDLE COLONIES.

Defeription of the Seat of 1 ar in the Middle Colonies, and the prastica-
bility of the Country in rofpect to mil'tary Operations

HAT part of the middle colonies, the {cone of the late milita-
ry operations, cannot, with the leait propricty, be termed,
a country uncommonly ftrong, much lofs impra&ticable. The o-
perations were chiefly carried on between the mountains and the
fea coaft. In that part, the hills when compared with thofe of this
country, are neither high nor difficult of accefs ; there arc few of
them, which, either on onc fide or the other, do not afford an ea-
{y afcent. Very unlike this country, where numecrous hedges,
high dykes and other ftrong fences, many of which form bulwarks,
for a time, proof even againft cannon; in that country neither
hedges nor dykes are to be found : the fences are only pofts at 10
feet diftance, in general with 4 or § crofs rails about a foot afun-
der. The country, thick fettled and populous, is interfperfed with
open fields, intcrmediate woods, and large plantations, every far-
mer living on his own plantation, not in villages.  The woods are
tall trees growing at differcnt and confiderable diftances, without
any underwood, and are eafily fcoured with cannon or mufquetry.
This is a true defcription of that part of Jerfey and Pennfylvania
where the war has been carried on.  The words ftrong and imprac-
ticable ought to be erafed from eyery diGtionary, to prevent their
being ufed hereafter, as an apology for military indolence and mit-
conduét, and for men who have facrificed to party and faltion their
own honour, the glory of their fovereign, and the dignity and wel-
fare of the nation.

Condnit of the <var in the 35 dle Colonies,

The troops fent to America were 52,815 men.  Of thefe 40,873
were under Gen, Howe, A force fo great, and fo well appointed,
that Sir William Howe in his letter June Sth, 1775, could not a-
void exprefling his utter aftonifiment at an exertion fo decifive and
mafterly. In 1776 the rcbel force did not amount to 18,000 men,
militia included. The Britifn troops were veterans, commanded
by experienced officcrs ; the rebels raw and undifciplined, moftly
commanded by tradefmen and ploughmen : the firft had the beft ap-
pointments, even to fuperabundance; the other the worft, and e-
ven a deficiency of necefiaries : the one had the ableft furgeons and
phyficians, and were healthy and high fpirited ; the other were ne-
gleCted- in their health, cloathing, and pay, were fickly, and con-
ftantly murmuring and diffatistied : fuch’is the comparative diffe-
rence between the force fent to fupprefs, and that which fupported
the rebellion. The caufe of our tailure, with a force fo much fu-,
perior to the enemy, though inveloped in mifreprefentation, on
this fide the Atlantic, is no fecret in America. There friends and
foes unite in ‘declaring, that it has becn owing to our commander,
in chief, who fhewed neither wifdom in his plans, nor vigour in his
operations. He never began his operations till the middle of June,
Parp of that month, and the whole of April and May, Wh;‘? ;hc
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feafon is moderate, and mott proper for action, and the roads are
good, were wantonly wafted ; though a variety of t}\e molt cogent
motives pointed to an early and vigorous campaign. In thefe
menths the rebel army was in its weakeft ftate ; diminifhed b_y in-
ceflant fatigue, defertion, and fichnefs ; as illt" general tells us in bis
lettery, March gth, 1578; and thofe who remained were almoft na-
ked, half ftarved, and deftitute of fupplies. As the rebel recruits
were chiefly procured in April and May, they never conld join
G. Howe's their army before June. And it was apparent, that as foon as the
::,‘;r‘;“:ni‘:'i operations however indolent, of the Britith army began, that the
the I;am_g fpirits of the rebellious funk, fo as §o_tully_to obftruét the recruiting
yaign re- fervice. Butin vain did thefe inviting circumftances prefs the ge-
futed, neral to the field. He preferred the pleafures of indolence and dif-
fipation to his duty ; foolifhly refting his vindication on an apolo-
gv, equally groundlefs and unmilitary ; his army could not move
“ until the green forage was to be found on the ground.” Had
this been fa&, the green forage is always fufliciently grown by the
middle of May. But waving this argument, be kzew, that dry
forage was more hearty food for his horfes than green ; that ‘the
fame forage which fuffained them in their quarters might have been
carried with the army; that the country was full of dry forage of
every kind ; that he had always obtained it when wanted, whether
in the field or in his quarters; fee bis owon letter, Fannary 171h, 1778,
¢ Lord Cornwallis procures from the country, forage fufficient
¢ for the winter confumption ;” and confequently that he could
not fail in procuring it in any month in the year,

Though he faw gentlemen of influence and fortune conftantly
coming over to him ; though he faw repeated attempts made by bo-
dies of men to form themfelves in arms to aflit him ; though he
knew many inhabitants were fined, imprifoned, and even put to
death for their loyalty ; though he knew thoufands had refufed to
fivear allegiance to the rebels, or to abjure their fovereign ; fee Ais
betters Fune 8th, and December 20th, 17765 yet contrary to thefe
proofs, he and fome of his officers, have affected to believe, and
have declared, that the people were almoft unanimoufly difaffected
to the Crown. In Jerfey he took no ftep to embody the friends of

fUs affer- government, who were anxious to be employed in difarming the
tions of the difaffeCted, and to defend the province when the army fhould pro-
geoeral dif- ceed to other operations.  In Philadelphia, where a militia mirht
:‘;f:“;of‘l °f have been formed, with the affiftance of a thoufand regulars and a
rfube ¢ few fhips, fufficient to defend it againft any force that could be
brought againft it, whilft the Britifh army was operating againit
the main body of the rebels, there was the fame unpardonable ne-
gle&, although hec remained in that city near 9 months. No ex-
tenfive country was ever yet reduced and retained without the affif-
tance of its inhabitants. It has been the policy of every fucccfsful
conqueror who entered an extenfive country, to gain a knowledge
of the prejudices, refentments, and attachments of the people, and
to gain the parties difaffected to the power in oppofition by every
means that reafon and policy could fuggeft. But his condult
was a perfet contraft. The major part of the inhabitants were
well affected to his meafures, and many were defirous to affift in his
eperations ; but he taok no advantage of thefe important circum-
' flances
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ftances. His proclamations never invited them to take up arms in
behalf of the Crown; he only enjoined them to remain quiet,
which had the cffect of a prohibition, becaufe a {trict obedience wus
the only condition on which he promifed his Majelty’s protection.
Thoufands came in on his proclamution that promifed protection,
and took the oath of allcgiance; but the Royal faith, pledged for
their fafety, was thamefully violated. The loyal, but unhappy
people, inftead of the protection they were promifed, were plunder- Loyalits
ed by the foldiery ; their wives and daughters polluted ; friends and ill-treated.
foes indifcriminately met wich the tame barbarous treztment. The
rebels turned thefe enormitics to their own beneiit.  Afhdavits of
plunder and rapes were printed in all their papers; the Britith fol-
diers were reprefented as a race move inhuman than favages, By
thefe means the force of the rebels wuas increaled, and the intereft
of Britain weakened.
Suffering the foldiers to commit outraces was a dangerous relax-
ation of difcipline. It rendered them avaricious and difobedient.
To this caufe only, can be imputed the lofs of Trenton, and the
train of heavy misfortunes that attended 1t.  Rhall though he had
notice of the enemy’s approach could not form his men. They,
more attentive to their plunder than their duty, were deaf to all or-
ders ; they were furrounded and taken when bufied in putting to
their horfes and loading their waggons.
Every circumftance forbade his'voyagc to the fouthward, until
the northern army had joinéd him. He knew the firength and
numbers of the northern army, and the difficulties it had to en-
counter ;—a country covered with mountains and ftrong defiles ;
the collected force of New York province and the four caftern co-
lonies to meet ; thefe by far the moft difaffected ; their militia more
numerous, more eafily collected, and better trained than any other
1n America. Yer he went to the fouthward, hundreds of miles
from Albany, into a country the beft affected to government, of Burgoyne
courfe the lealt capable of refiftance, with an army double Bur- loft by
goyne’s, which put it out of his power to {upport or relicve that fe;’[‘:’:”d;;n
army, with which it was intended he thould co-operate. If near =
20,000 men, affitted by a flect, avere neceffary in Penniylvania, a coun-
try which he acknowledges to be in general well affected, he cer-
tainly knew, that an army one third of that number, avere not fufi-
cient to oppofe the united force of the five moft difaftetted of ali the
revolted colonies ; and confequently that it was his duty to co-ope-
rate with, and fuppore it.  He did not even leave a corps to make
a diverfion in its favour on the coafts of New England, though
Lord G. Germain’s letter March 3d 1777, recommended it in the
frongeft terms. A body of 2000 men would, in a great meafure,
have prevented the militia in that part from joining Gates, and be-
yond all doubt would have enabled Gen. Burgoyne to have oppof-
ed with fuccefs the force he had to encounter.
) But if we even fuppofe the expedition to Pennfylvania was an e-
ligible meafure, why not according to his firt plun march through
the Jerfeys, and fend the ficet vp the Delaware ? There was noth-
Ing to prevent it. Pontoons were built, and flat bottomed boats
Prepared and put on carriages to pafs the Delawarc. That river

1 furdable in many places from June to October, with very little
X inter.
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it.terruption from rains, Why was fo high fpirited an army taken
from the fight of an enemy of not half its force ; and expofed to the
dangers of the ocean, to go 600 miles by water, toa place not 60
miles diftant from him by land, and at a feafon of the year, when
he knew the fouth weft winds, would, in all probability, oppofe
every mile of his paffage ? And why, after he had experienced the
oppofition of the trade wind, did he obftinately perfift in his circu-.
itous courfe, when he knew, or ought to have known, that neither
a fufficient provifion of water or food had been made for his ca-
valry ?

1'thall not dwell upon the blunders of his general plans, but
baften to remarks on their execution, which will fhew, they were
founded in ignorance or folly, or fomething worfe. Such was the
fuperior force and fpirit of the Britifh army, it met with no difficul-
ty in defeating the enemy in every battle ; and yet in them all, the
enemy was fuffered to efcape without purfuit. The rebels were
new raifed and undifciplined, and after being defeated, a vigorous.
purfuit could not have failed to have deftroyed, or totally difperf-
ed them. At Brunfivick in December 1776, the deftruftion of the
bridge over the Rariton, faved the rebels only a few hours; the
Rariton is fordable at that place on every recefs of the tide ; their
further fecurity was owing to the orders reccived by Lord Corn-
wallis to halt. At Brunfwick the Britith army halted near a week..
Wathington’s army, 3000 men, lay at Princetown 17 miles, and
Trenton 29 miles diftant, with all their heavy cannon and baggage.
Some of Wathington’s own officers cenfured his folly to his face,
in remaining a weck fo near the {uperior force of the Britith, with
a large river in his rear to crofs. Gen. Weedon wrote to a friend
at Brunfwick, ¢ that Gen. Howe had had a mortgage on their ar-
my for fome time, but had not yet foreclofed it.” But Wathington
on this, and on every other occafion, relied on the indolent pro-
grefs of the Britifli commander, On the 7th of December the Bri-
tith army left Brunfwick at four in the morning, and about 4 in
the afternoon arrived at Princetown. Wathington in perfon, with
Stirling’s brigade, left that place not one hour before its arrival.
At 12 at night he began to embark his heavy baggage and artillery,
and did not finifh paffing his army over till 5 in the afternoon. Ne-
ver was there a fairer opportunity of gaining a final viCtory. The
Britifh general, by a forced march of 3 or 4000 men, might have
overtaken and deftroyed the fmall remains of the rebel force, with .
all their baggage and artillery., But he defpifed a condu& fo un-
fair and ungencrous againft a defeated enemy. He waited at Prince-.
town 17 hours, marched at g in the morning of the 8th, and ar-
rived at Trenton at 4 in the afternoon, when the laft rebel boat -
crofled the river; thus he took 7 hours to march 12 fhort miles,
calculating with great accuracy, the exaét time neceffary for his e-
nemy to efcape. At this time the panic had extended from the re-
bel military, to all the civil departments. The governor, coun-
cil, affembly, and magiftracy of New Jerfey had deferted, that pro--
vince. The rebel fiate in Philadelphia had difperfed ; and the
Congrefs themfelves, giving up all as loft, fled into Maryland.
Gen. Mifflin and others attempted in vain to raife the militia of
Pennfylvania, A deputation from the city of Philadelphia had.

waited
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twaited on Congrefs before their flicht, and informed them, they
intended to implore the King’s proteétion, to which the Congrels
did not objet. All the middle colonies were ready to fubmit;
the loyalifts from principle, and the rebels from an opinion that
‘the Britith troops were invincible. The rebellion would have been
effectually fupprefled by croffing the Delaware. Every one expeét-
‘ed it. Boats, pontoons, or rafts, might have becn built in a few
days, and the Delaware crofied in a variety of places; the conntry
‘was full of provifions, which the inhabitants were ready to fupply ;
the Britith troops might have enjored more comfortable quarters at
Lancafter, Reading, or Philadelphia, thanat Ncw York or in the
Jerfeys ; but without the leaft apparent neceflity or reafon, this
‘great opportunity of crufhing rebellion was negleéted.

He fhewed no more military judgment in formin his winter can-
tonments, than he had fhewn vigour in purfuing his enemy. He
fcattered them from Burlington to New York, a fpace of go miles.
The frontier pofts were committed to foreigners, ignorant of the
language of the country. The commander at Trenton was brave,
but totally unfit for his ftation. He was cbftinate, patfionate, and
inceflantly intoxicated with ftrong liquors. The other at Borden-
town was equally brave, and a good foldier, but unacquainted with
the people of the country and their character, and of courfe liable
to be deceived in his intelligence.  Thefe pofts, with only the De-
laware between them and the enemy, were the weakeft in number
of the whole line, without a fingle redoubt or entrenchmment to de-
fend them in cafe of an attack. Col. Rhall at Trenton had onlv
1200 Heflians ; and Col. Donop at Bordentown, Whitc Horle, and
Burlington, only 2000. In this weak ftate the frontier pofls, the
pofts of moft danger, were Icft by the commander in chief, whilft
the other pofts were made ftronger and ftroncer, as they receded
from the enemy, and confequently as their danger decreafed. The
poft at Princetown was under a brigadier general ; thofe at Brunl-
wick and Amboy under two mujor generals ; that at New York
‘under the commander in chief,

Wafhington knowing the extent and defencelefs ftate of the Bri-
tith cantonments, meditated an affault on Trenton to recover the
fpirits of his troops, and to take off the terror imprefled upon them
by repeated defeats. To draw Col. Donop fx'qrp.Bordcntoxvn, and
prevent his fupporting Rhall, he fent 450 militiy, many of them
boys, picked up in Philadelphia, Glocefter, and Salem countics,
to Mount Holly, not to fight, but to fly, as foon as they had mis-
led Donop. The plan fucceeded, Donop marched againit this -
fignificant rebel party, with his whole corps, 30 left at Bordentown
excepted, down to JMount Holly, 12 miles from his own poft, wnd
18 from Trenton, the poft he ought to have been‘at hand to fup-

ort. The rebels difperfed on his approach, yet lllftﬁ':ld of return-
ing to fupport Rhall, he loitered two days about Burlington with-
out an enemy to oppofc. Wafhington faw the moment ot fuccedts,
croffed the Delaware with 2800 men, and affaulted Trenton. Rhuil
was unprepared, though he had repeated information of the ene-
my’s defign, and had repulfcd their advanced guird the cvening
before. In vain he attempted to form his men ; they were deaf to

erders, attentive only to loading their waggons. in order to fly,
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Rhall was killed, and near 1000 of his men taken prifoners. ‘As the

rebel general, though fuccefsful, dreaded the approach of Gen.

Leflie from Princetown, and Col. Donop from Mount Holly, he

fled in hafte again over the Delaware. He had no thoughts of tak-

ing up quarters in Jerfey, not doubting, from the great fuperiority

of the Britifh, that the important pofts on the Delaware would be
re-occupied, and firongly fortified. Common fenfe poirted out

this opinion to Wafhington ; but nothing was done by the Britifh
commander that common fenfe puinted out: his policy was too

deep for common underftandings. Inftead of the two neareft corps
marching to regain what was fo foolifhly loft, Col. Donop aban-

doned his poft, and retreated to Gen. Leflie at Princetown. Thefe

when united, though much fuperior to Walhington, and no enemy

to moleft them, waited till Gen. Grant joined them from Brunf-

wick. This timid condudt invited Wafhington., After waiting 8

days, and finding no attempt to repoflefs the banks of the Delaware,

he crofled it again, and marched to Trenton with 4000 men. Lord
Cornwallis had now arrived at Princetown from New York ; he

marched againft Wafhington with the corps of Grant, Leflie and

Dorop, atorce greatly fuperior to the rcbel general, and.came up

Wahing- with }nm at Trel}ton. m the evening, m_terfdl_ng. to attaf:k in the
ton aban. morning ;s but Wafhington fenfible of his inferiority, lighted up.
dons a 4 his firesabout midnight,and retreated to the heights of Morris town.
part of his This he did with fuch precipitation, that he left a fourth part of
army. his army, and part of his.cannon and baggage behind, which were
pofted a mile from his camp. Thefe men 1n the morning fearch-

cd in vain for their main body, and on finding them{elves deferted,

fled in {mall parties to Burlington, The rebel general in his retreat

met the 15th and ggth regiments, the firft was commanded by Col.
Mawhood ; this gallunt officer with his fingle regiment, beat back

the van of the enemy, cut his way through their army, and joined

Gen. Leflie. Wathington procecded to Morris town ; and the Bri-
1ith troops returned ta Brunfwick, giving up the entire province of

Weft Jerfey.

There was fomething fo inexplicable in all thefe tranfa&ions,

that men of fenfc were amazed at their unparalleled abfurdity.

They could not on any principle of reafon account for the injudici-

ous cantonment of the troops ; for the leaving fo fmall a forcein the

frontier pofts ; for the neglecting to fortity thefe pofts neareft the e-

nemy and moft in danger; for the placing the Britifh, and the

troops in the greateft numbers fartheft from the enemy ; for the not

retaking the pofts on the banks of the Delaware, as thefe pofts co-

vered the whole province of Jerfey, the river forming an excellent

barricr againt the enemy ; and finally, for not difarming the, difuf-

fected, and inviting the loyal to affift in the defence of the colony.

Howe’s bad It was incomprehenfible to them that a Britith commander, at the
;122:::5:1 i n‘; head o_f 30,000 veteran and victorious t}oops_, thould {uffer an army
the Jerfeys of \_mfh{mplme.d rebels, not a ﬁf:th part of his own numbers, to re-
inexplicable Main in a province fo lately in his firm pofieffion ; much lefs to com-
pel him to abandon that province.  When the friends of govern-

ment refleCted on the pernicious confequences that muft naturall
artend thofe grofs miftakes, they were ftruck with grief and defpairs
-—they
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—they faw that fuch miftakes would revive the almoft extinguithed
fpirit of rebellion.

Wathington faw that during the winter his fituation required en-
terprife, that would kecp his men in altion, and raife their {pirits,
whilft it harraffed the Britith army. Though his numbers were Contraftt
truly contemptible, he alwavs took poft near the Britith army, he oreraises
was inceflantly infulting, furprifing, and cutting oft’ their piquets and “vah .
and out pofts. No inclemency ot weather, no difficulty deterred ington.
him. Amboy, Bonumtown, and Brunfwick werc in 4 manner
befieged. In the opinion of many able officers, far more men were
cut off, than wonld have been Isft in 2n attack on Waidungton’s
whole force ; which st this time wus lefs than gooo undifcipiined
troops, and might have been defeated and difperfed without anv dit-
ficulty, by a fifth part of the Liinfh army. Such was the policy of
the rebel chief, while that of the Svitiih general formed a pertect
contraft to it. Deilitute cf every idea of military enterprii, he
fuffered his inferior cnemy, for 6 months, to remain within 2¢
miles of his head quarters wirhiout moleftation, and continuaily to
infult and diftrefs him with impunity.

From December 1776, to the middle of June 1577, the Eritith
troops were in this diiagrecable fituatien.  The retels made every
excrtion to recruit, but had little fuccefs ; many of the militia
when drafted, fled to places where they were not known ; and when
embodied, often deferted in whele companies.  Until June, Waltli-
ington had not 8ooo, militia included ; the rebels could never col-
leét their force till the middle of that month. This thould have dic-
tated an early campaign to the Britifh commander, but he did not
open it till the 12th ot June.  Oan that day he aflembled his troups
at Brunfwick ; Wafhington was cn a hill above Quibbleton, g miivs
from Brunfwick, on the north fide ot the Rariton, with lcfs than
6ooo undifciplined and badly appointed troops, with a corps under
Sullivan of 2000 men at Princetown. His camp was neither inuc-
ceffible nor fortified ; it was flrong and defenfible in front, being
guarded by the Rariton, and the hill fleep and difficult of accefs ;
but on his rear towards the mountains, and on his right towards i~ 0.0
the Delaware, not ar all impracticable. There were wide and good (,n's pi0-
roads around it, lcading from Brunfwick on both fides of the river. tion ar
The Britith commander marched in two columns to Middlebutl Qu'bbleinn
and Hillfborough, two villages Iving in the low level country, per- deferibed.
fectly overlooked by Wafhinzton, on the fouth fide of the Rariton,
keeping that river, not then fordabiz, between him and the enemy.

He took only provifions for a few days from Brunfwick. The pon-
toons and flat boats were left at Brunfwick ; and the ficet lay ready
at Staten ifland to receive the army.  From thefe circumitances, or
knowing by fome otber mcans, that Sir Willilam !lowe did not in-
tend to crofs the Delaware, and that he was not anxious to bring on
an action, Wathington remaincd at his eafe, infulting and harrafling
the Britifh piquets.

_ On the approach of the Britith, Sullivan fled from Princetown
I a panic to the Delaware. and began to embark his men ; but he
was {topped by an order ficm Wathinzton, and took poft at Flem-
ington. From the 14th to the 1gth, both armics remained in thefe
pefitions, during which the Biirith gencral, to leave fome mornu-

: ment
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ment of his avi/dom and milirary fbill behind him, erefted three large
redoubts, which he left undemolifhed, to be fortified by the enemy.
The aflairs of the rebels were low and critical at this time, Gates
had not 5000, nor Wathington 8000 men including militia. Gen.
Burgoyne was approaching from the north, and Sir William -Hoive
had 17,000 men in the ficld, in the face of his contemptible enemy:,
Gen. Howe might have had 24,000 men to attack Wafthington’s
camp had he chofe it, and yet have left 5478 men to -defend New-
York, having at that time 29,478 effettives_under his command.
Affaulting Wathingron’s camp, or cutting off his fupplies, or if he
had efcaped, a vigorous purfuit after him, muit have had the moft
favourable confequences. Wathington muft have been cut off from
his magazines to the weftward of Philadelphia ; the rebel pofts on
the North river muft have fallen ; and our northern army muft
have been faved. Gen. Howe returned to Brunfiwick June 1gth,
and to Amboy the 22d, fuffering the vear of his healthy, fpirited,
and fuperior army, to be infulted by the rebels, and on the joth,
he pafled his army over to Staten iffand.—Such manceuvres {urpafs
all military fkill ; nay all human underftanding. Why did he make
fuch expenfive preparations for croifling the Delaware, and yet not
crofs it 7 Why did he poft himfelf on the fouth fide of the Rariton,
which put it out of his power to attack the enemy ? Why did he
not march round either on the north or fouth fide, and attack that

-enemy in rear ? or Why did he not with his vaftly fuperior army,

cut off his fupplies and ftarve him? or crofs the Delaware and cut
off all bis magazines and refources ? Wafhington fought for thefe ma-
gazines in September, and would have fought for them in June, or
loft them. Philadelphia was then altogether defencelefs both by
land and water ; and there were no rebel troops to defend the ma-
gazines in Pennfylvania,—But the Britith general was too honour-
able to take rebels at fuch difadvantages.

Now comes the Chefapeak voyage, the fource of all our mif-
fortunes !

His motives for this fatal expedition, are a myftery, and likely
to remain fo. He perfe@ly well knew the delays and difficulties he
thould meet with in his voyage ; Mr. Galloway forewarned him of
them, feebis evidence. Yet he purfued it, though it prefumptu.
oufly fuperfeded the plan that had the approbation of his fovereign,

He embarked the troops July sth. "The troops remained pent
up in the unhealthy holds of veflels, in the hotteft feafon of the
year, until the 23d, without the leaft apparent caufe. That day
he failed from the Hook, but meeting the fouth weft winds, as had
been foretold, he did not arrive off the capes of Delaware till the
3oth.  Here, had he been inclined to render his fouthern voyage
as little injurious as poffible, he would have failed up the Delaware;
for the wind was fair at fouth weft. Wathington was ftill in New
Jerfey, believing it impoffible he could defert the northern army,
Mud ifland and Billingfport had only 2ro militia in them both ;
there were no regular continental troops in Pennfylvania, except a
few recruiting parties ; the floating batteries were not manned, nor
the lower chevaux de frize placed in the river; the chain was not
finithed ; the paffage from the capes to Philadelphia was open ;
Redbank was neither fortified nor eccupied : in fhort, there was

nothing
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nothing to oppofe the taking of Mud ifland, the rebel water guard,
and the city of Philadciphia. The Congrefs and the rebel ftate
were ready to fly a fecond time. But all thefe favourable circum-
ftances were Joft upon the Britifh general. He rather chofe, yet
longer, to combat the uncertaintics of the ocean, than to furprize the
rebels who were unprepared to receive him. He therefore proceed-
ed round to Elk, wherc he arrived the 235d of Auguil.

Perhaps he now thought he had carried his military farce too far,
His infantry and cavalry had been near two moaths pent up in vef~ The horfes
fels, feeding on falt provifions onlyv, in a fouthern climate, in the ruined by
hotteft months of the year, his horfes feeding on peafe, and on a So}:faffseal‘
thort allowance of water, many of them dead, and the reft utterly —* =
unfit for fervice. »

The army landeg the 25th, but could not move, the horfes were
either dead or wanted time to recruit.  They did not march from
Pencadder till September 8th, and pafling thro® Newark, Hocke-
fon, and New Garden, arrived the roth at Kennet fquare.  Wal-
ington on the 8th had marched from Wilmington to Chad’s ford,
and taken a ftrong poft on the heights of Brandywine, on the eall
fide, 6 miles from Kennet fquare.

The Britifh general to arrive on this fpot, had wafted idly and
wantonly 12 weeks ; he had o/t his enemy, who was iz his fight
at Hillfborough to combat the elements, to go in the neareft courfe
6co miles, and in the courfe of his traverfe failing more than 2000,
to meet that enemy again, pofted on ftronger ground, and with
.double their former force. Wafhington had now 16,000 men, the
rebels had obtained this number by univerfally circulating that Sir
Williars Howe had left America, and that the recruits were only
wanted, to drive the remnant of the Britifh at*New York from the
Continent. This, though falfe, had the intended effect, Gen.
Howe’s going to fea for fo many weeks, giving it the {cmblance of
truth. The Britith left marched round by the forks of Brandywine
to attack the right of the rebel army, and Gen. Knyphaufen with
the Britith right pafled the Brandywine to attack them in front.
The rebels were totally routed. They fled in feattered parties to
Philadelphia, Lancatter, and Reading ; and Wathington with a
corps he was able to keep together, tled to Chefter with his can-
non and baggaze. Herc be remained till next morning, within 8
miles of the Britifh, and then marched by Derby to Philadelphia ;

any of his fcattered troops never joined him. Here he itaid 3
days to colle&t fome of his men, and recruit from his magazines,
the ftores he had loft in battle; On the third day he marched up
the novth fide of the Schuylkill, crofled at Swede’s ford, and pafled
to the Lancafter road. During this time the Britifh general as ufual
remained with arms folded, and in carelefs indolence for five days on
the field of battle. When the left column of the Britifh had turned Gea. Howe
Walhington’s right flank, his whole army was hemmed in: Gen. might have
Kayphaufen and the Brandywine in front : Sir William Howe and (& m",ﬂc
Lord Cornwallis on his right: the Delaware on bis rear: and Chuifti- ) **'"%"
ana river on his left. He was obliged to retreat 23 miles by Chef~
ter to Philadelphia ; when the Britith lay within 18 miles of it.
Had Gen. Howe detached Knvphaufen’s column in purfuit early
next morning, Walhington might with cafc hiave been intcrcegt}eld,

- cither
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either at the heights of Crum Creek g miles, at Derby 14, or at
Philadelphia 18 miles from the Britifh camp; of the Schuylkill
might have been pafled at Gray’s ferry, only 70 yards over, and
Philadelphia with the rebel magazines taken ; it Gen. Howe had
not wifely left his pontoons at New York as ufelefs. Any of thefe
movements muft have deftroyed the rebel army:. i
Wathington now advanced by the Lancafter road; the Britifh
eeneral meditated a fecond battle ; the rebel vanguard was defeated.
But what is human refolution ! How eafily is 1t diverted from its
purpote ! A fall of ra'n prevented the intended attack. Some men
thonght the rain was a circumftance in favour of difciplined troops,
who would take more care of their ammunition than undifciplined
men.  The Britith general thought otherwife. His troops were
called from the attack ; and the enemy efcaped £ but loft all their
great and fimall ammunition. September 26th, Lord Cornwallis

Tavalty of entered Philadelphia ; the Congrefs fled to York, and the rebel
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ftate to Lancafter. His entry was truly triumphant. "The Roman
citizens never received a victorious general with greater acclama-

tions, than the loyal citizens of Philadelphia did his lordihip.
Mud ifland fort and the rebel water guard now became the ob-
jelts of attack ; as they cut off the communication between the ar-
my and the fleet, now in the Delaware, having come round from
Chefapeak. To prevent an attack on Mud illand by batteries on
fhere, the rebels had cut the dykes of Province and Blackeleys
itlands and let in the water. It was neceflary to repair the dykes,
and {top out the water before batteries could be creéted. A gentle-
man of influence offered to effect thefe repairs in a few days. This
was pointed out to the commander in chief, but from a motive un-
known to this day, they were not permitted to be made. The men
working in water and foft mud laboured in vain. The work they
did in the reflux of the tide, the influx wafhed away ; a month was
fhamefully wafted, and no progrefs made. Whillt this conteft be-
tween the general and tide was going on, Lieut. Col. Sterling took
polieflion of Billingfport, and fecing the neceflity of taking poft ae
Redbank, defired permiffion to occupy it, but it was not granted
him.  When the rebcls pofleficd Billingfport, Redbank was of no
confcquence to them ; but when Billingiport was loft, Redbank be-
came ot the greateft importance. It was now the only key to Mud
ifland fort ; the only fpot from which that fort could be reinforced,
relieved, or fupplicd ; without pofletling it, they could not proteét
their water guard, which could lie in no part of the river, but un--
der the cannon of this po#t. Licut. Col. Sterling faw this, but
his rc‘grefentution had no effect. The rcbels improved upen our
neglect, and inftantly fortified it. Wafhington gave 100/, bounty
to every rebel foldier who ferved in Mud ifland fort ; the preferv-
ing 1t was of the utmoft importance to him ; as it cut off the com-
munication between the Britifh flect and army. The rebels in it
were relieved cvery 6 hours from Redbank ; it held out fix weeks,
frorp our blunders in not occupying Redbank, and from not al-
lowing the dykes of Province and Blackeleys iflands to be repaired.
A gloom appeared in the countenances of the :beft officers. The
general himfeif at laft was alarmed, and detached Col. Donop to
atzack Redbank, now firongly fortified and defended by Soo men..
But
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But let us take the gereral’s own account of the ateack ; ¢ O%o-
¢ ber 25th 1777, Cal. Donop made the bett difpofitian, and led
¢ on the troops in the moft culiont manner to the atii They
¢ carried an extenfive outwork, from whence the encmy were
“ driven int» an interior intrenchment, which could not be” forecd
“ without ladders, being 8 or ¢ fvet hizh, with a parapet boarded
¢ and fraifed. The detachment in moving up, and returning
“ from the ozttack were much galled by the enemies gallies and
¢ floatiny batteries.”  Had Licut. Col. Sterling i permitted to
occupy Redbank, Donop and near 400 men wonld have been faved,
Mud iiland mitt have been taken, and the robel water guard de-
ftroyed, with but a rrifling lofs.

After this repulfe, the general was forced to apply for that affif
tance he had fo lutely rejefted. Lord Cornwullis fent for the gen-
tleman who had offercd to repair the dykes. This he chearfull
complied with, and though the breaches were now double the fize,
the yepairs were compleated in fix davs. The barteries were then
erefted with eafc, and opened November 12th, and Mud ifland
fort taken poti-flion of by the Britith the 135th, fixwoeks after their
‘arrival at Philadelphia.

The general’s own account feems to juttity what the rebels have
called the furprife at German town ; he fuvs, ¢ at 3 in the morning
“ the 4th of O&ober, the parroles difcovercd the enemy s approach,
“ and upon t/c convniaication of this intelligence, the army was 7u-
Y mediarely ordered winder arms”® 1f the gencral received other
previous inteliizence, he has not as ufual mentioned it in his letter ;
by his own account it feems as if he had not received any fuch in-
telligence, otherwife he could not have been fo infenfible to the
fafety of his army, us not to order it under arms till the approach
of the rcbels.

When the Biitith retired to winter quarters in Philadelphia,
Wafhington approached ncarcr them, to White Marth, He en-
camped on a hill; avalley and fandy run in front; to the fouth
and eaft an abbuttis of trevs, their top branches pointed and lying
outwards. The ground was ftrong and ditticult of appreach on
thefe fidvs.  But on his rear on the north and north welt, the ap-
proach eafy and unfortificd. December 4th, Sir William murched
as if to attack Wathington. He defeated two bodies of rebels of
1000 men each. He made fomc movements on the enemy’s front,
rightand left ; but none on their rear, where they were vulnerable
without difficuley. By the fame movement he would have cut off
Wathington from his bascaze and provifions, which lay five miles
diftant.  Wafhington dreaded this and was prepared for flight,
But the Britith general returned to Philadelphia on the 8th, highly
cenfured by all, who knew the ground on which Wafhington was
encamped, and the variety of excellent roads that led round to his
rear; it was even well known that Wafhington’s army was in the
greateft confulion and fright, and night and day prepared to fly.
"After this fortunate deliverance, Wafhington took up his winter
quarters at Valley Forge.  With immente labour he raifed wooden
huts, covered with ftraw dnd earth; which formed very uncomfor-
table quarters. On the eaft and fouth an entrenchment was made ;
the ditch 6 fect wide and 3 in depth: the mound not 4 feet high,

Y very
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very narrow and might have been eafily beat down by cannon.
Two redoubts were alfo begun, but never compleated. The
Schuylkill was on his left, with a bridge acrofs. His rear moftly
covered by an impaffible precipice, formed by Valley Creek, hav-
ing only a narrow paflage near the Schuylkill. On the right, h}s
camp acceflible with fome dificulty. But the approach on his
front was on ground nearly on a level with his cump. His head
quarters 20 miles from Philudelphia. o o

It is difficult to give an adequate defcription of his mifery in this
fituation. His army was deifitute of almolt every neceflary of
cloathing, nay almoit naked ; and very oitea on fhort allowance of
provifions ; an extreme mortality raged in his hoipitals, and nona
of the moft proper medecines to relicve them.  "Therc were perpe-
tual defcrtions of parties from him of 10 to §o at a time.  In three
months hc bad not 4000 men, who were by no mcans to be termed
effeétives. In this infirm and dangerous ftute he continued from
December to May ; during all which time the Britifh in great health
and f{pirits lay 1naétive in Philadelphia : permitting the rebels to
diftrefs the royal inhabitants on every fide of the Britifh lines, de-
ftroying mills, feizing grain, horfes and cattle ; and imprifoning,
whipping, branding, and killing the unhappy, but loyal people,
who at every rifk were daily fupplying the army, navy, and inha-
bitants within the Britifh lines, with all the neceffaries and luxuries
of the country. FEvery military man, and every man of common
(enfe, who knew the force of the two armies, and the feeble {tate
of the rebels, expected to fee Wallington’s camp ftormed or be-
ficged, particularly in March, April and May, when the feverity
of winter was gone, knowing that to attack it was eafy and a buli-
nefs of little ritk.  Wafhington often had not 3 days provifion in
his camp, and at times not enough for one day. On his left the
Schuylkill impaffable but over the bridge ; on his rear lay Valley
Creck with the precipice and narrow pafs ; on his front and on his
right he could be approached on equal terms. ‘The fitnation of
his camp favoured the Britifh either in ftorming or befieging him.
Pofting 2000 men, on a commanding ground near the bridge, on
the north fide of the Schuylkill, rendered his efcape on the left im-
poflible ; 2000 men pofted on a like ground oppofite the narrow
pafs, effeCtually prevented a retreat by his rear ; and g or 6000 men
placed on the front and right of his camp, deprived him of flight
on thofe fides. The pofitious were fuch, that if any of the co?'ps
were attacked, they could have been inftantly fupported.  Under
fuch propitious circumftances, what mortal could doubt of fuccefs!
But neither the diftrefles of the loyalifts, the millions he was waf-
ting, the profpect of glory, nor the duty he owed his King and
country, could prevail on the Britifh commander to quit the
delufive pleafures of the long room and pharo table.

Br:tifl: and Rebel Force ia 1576,

Dates. 'Bri(iﬂl Rebel Superiority of
Troops. Troops. Brit. Troops.
Avgult - . 24000 16,000 8000
November - - 26,900 4500 22,400
December - - 27,500 3300 24,400

Britifle
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Britifb and Rcbel Force in 1777,

Dats Britith Rebel Superiority of
Troops. Troops. Brit. Troops.
March - - 27,000 4500 22,500
June, July - 30,000 . 8000 22,000,
September - 30,000 16,000 14,000
December - - 30,000 10,500 19,500

Briyyb and Robil Force in 1778,

) - . - [ 6000 Wathington in Pennfyly.
February, March 29,500 Bricifh | 2500 Gates in Conneéticut,

Superiority of Britifh Troops —_ = 21,000

Lorp HOWE’s NEGOCIATIONS.
And Nazal Condudl,

T has been faid that his lord(hip’s friends folicited, and we are

fure his lordfhip accepted the naval command in America. The
terms of accommodation were adjuited according to his lordthip’s
own ideas of right, and of what in his opinion, the Americins
ought with gratitude to embrace. The minds of the pecple, and Americaa
even of the anny, were {o favourably difpofed to negotiation and in":;,;:af
peace, that Wathington’s troops on the very report of a treaty had anxious for
nearly difbanded; to prevent which, and to perfuade them the King peace,” and
had no gracious intentions towards them, and to keep them fixed in their army
rebellion, Wathington gave it out in public orders to the army, ;g;;’y ;°
that there was no treaty in agitation, though he had juft fent Lord " 00
and Gen. Howe’s propofals to Congrefs.  Yet the earneft wiflies of
the people for an accomodation, forced the rebel Congrefs to fend
a deputation to confer with Lord Howe on his powers to redrefs
their grievances. On the return of thefe deputies, the Congrefs to
deftroy even the idea of a peace, publithed, “ that Lord Howe’s
“ Commiilion coutalned no other authority of importance, than
“ that of granting pardons, with fuch exceptions as the King’s
Commiflioners fhould think proper to make, and to declare A-
merica, or any part of it, to be, in the King’s peace, upon
¢ f{ubmiflion.” ’Thefe falfhoods were univerfally publithed and
circulated under the name and authority of the Congrefs, to im-
prefs upon the minds of the people another fet of falfhoods, by the
frequent repetition ¢f which, they, together with the oppofition in
England, had already deluded the people into rebellion. Thefe
were, “ that governtuent xewver intended to vedrefs American griev-
“ ances ; that they were determined to tax the coloniils av/thowt
‘ their coufent ; and that they had in direct objet the eftablithment
“ of an ablolute 1vra v over thefe ftates,”  Declarations of Con-
grefs, July and September 1776. ,

Lord Howe, though it was his duty to expofe and refute the in-
fidious falfity of thefc declarations of Congrefs, allowed them to
prevail without contradi€tion ; by which bad policy the deceptions
that Britain was averfe to accommodation, and was refolved to en-
flave the colonies, obtained general belief in America, H
o Y 2 it
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His proclamations confirmed, inftead of refuting the rebel decla-
rations. His firft contained only a hint of his ¢ power to grant
¢ pardons, and to reftore the colonies to the pecace of the king.”
And the fecond, only fignified his defire ¢ to confer with his Ma-
¢ jefty’s well affected fubjects ; that his Majefty was difpofed to
¢ dire&t ‘a revifion of his royal infiructions ; and to concur in a
¢ revifal of all acts by which his {ubjets may think themfelves ag-
¢ grieved.” Thefe proclamations of his lordfhip’s, fcarcely offered
to the mind one certain or precife idea ; they were compofed of no-
thing but hints and intimations ; and as has been truly faid, they
rather confirmed all thofe falfhoods, fo afliduouily propagated by
the Conzrels, than refuted them. His lordthip’s propofitions fhould
have been clear, open, decifive and direct; and not given to an
impatient people m drawling columns of uncertain, hefitating,
creeping phrafes, exprefied, as they had been conceived, in doubt
and confulion. The aukward and reierved glimpfes that he gave
them of redrefs, appearsd to the warm, agjtated minds of the colo-
nifts, the ambiguous and fufpicious language of treachery and de-
ceit,  His lordthip no doubt meant well ; but there was not a man
in the world more unfit for a ncgociator.

Yet his lordfhip thought proper to be more open, communica-
tive and direct to the rebel Congrefs, if we ought to give credit to,
his ‘privatc meffage fent by Gen. Sullivan ; * that he and his bro-
¢ ther had fw/l povers to compromife the difpute between Great.
¢¢ Britain and America, upon terms advantageous to both ; and
¢ that the obtaining thofe terms hud detained him two months in
¢ England.” It hus been well remarked on thefe patlages, that to,
the rebels, who were refolved to reject all propofuls with contempt,
he was cap/icit, but to the well afected, (that is two thirds of the,
Americans) who wifhed to embrace them with cordiality, he was
ejuivecal and ebfeure. )

-

- On Dellroyiug the Rebel Refources by Sea.

No rebel harbour between Botton and Charleftown could have.
refifted a tenth a part of his fleet, yet naval expeditions againt them,
never were attempted. Even the port of Philadelphia for 14
months after his arrival in America was only defended by a half f-
nithed battery of 7 ordinary guns. The ports of Egg harbour within
one day’s fail of his head quarters; Sinepuxent, Matchapungo,
and Rock inlet within two days fail; and the ports in Chefapeak
and Albemarle found were totally defencelefs; yet there the rebel.
naval force and trade remained undifturbed. ~Some frigates were
fent to the mouth of the Delaware, but were only once feen fo high
up as Recdy ifland, their proper {tation. Others were font of the.
Cpefapeak and South Carolina to cruife for rich tobacco and indire.
fhips, but every thing elfe was thought unworthy of notice, Thele
cruifers were in a great meafure unfuccefsful ; the rebels waited fa-
vourable opportunities ; the high gales that blew our frigates off
the coait, opencd a paflage for the rebel trade.

Albemarle found not being blocked up, North Carolina was {Tup-
plied with falt, the country abounds in hogs, and the rebel commif,
faries laid up magazines of falt provifions at Suffolk. From Sufe
folk they were carried thro’ the mouth of the Napfemo‘nd,,‘ and up

the
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the Chefapeak to the head of the Elk, and from thence in waggons
to Vallev Forge. Thefe fupplies juft faved Waflington’s army
from faminc. All theie circumitances were pointed out to the Bir-
tith ¢eneral, and of courfe we may prefume were known to the ad-
miral.  The method of preventing this {upply was alfo peinted
out. A fingle frivate at the mouth of Nunfemond, another at the
Tangier iflands, with 2 finall arimed veticls up James river, would
have ftopped the navigable part o1 the tranfporiacion, and the car-
riage by land was impraciicably, buing 46 miles 5 tor waewons
and horics are fearce in that conntry, .md the roads in winter im-
pahable. Notwichttunding all this information. no frivares were
fent to the Tangiers or Nunfemond, and by this neglect Wathing-
ton’s army was faved from ruin.

If his lordibip bud taken advice, and properly bleckaded the re-
bel ports, Amurican produce could not huve heen traniported to
Eurone, nor could fupisiics have been carrivd from Euyope to enale
the Americans to continne taeir unnatural rebeliion: and bed is
lordthip, when his fleet was fuperior, arruched Count d’Etiaion in
the fummer 1758, when the French fleet was difubled and within
o few hours fu1l of Sandy tiook, thut commander vwould not ar this
time have been fuppmrmg lhe rebellion in our fouthern colonies,
and in all probabilicv Spuin would have been deterred from joining
in the confederacy wrn aindt us.

The {ubftance of the L\\ laft articles is chicfly taken from Letters
to a Nobleman, and a lcter 1o Lord Howe : 'T'hofe who wilh to
{ce the whole are referred to thele pamphlet.

A ENy—

AMIILIUS SCAURUS
Qi tle Eapedition fron Conilay aid Licwe, £]00, ]}/u;g:lym"j FEwidence.
Lidregied to e, Burgeyne,

HEN vou recoived the coinmand of the northern e\pedl-

tion, the pubhc cupectution was raifed to the hirheft

pitch, by your magnificent hurangues in the fenate, and vour hibe-
ral promifcs of affive and extentive operation in the fictld. The
minittry were as fanguine as the mob, and rejoiced beyond meafurc,
that they had at laft “found an opportunity of employing a confiden-
tial general, not onlv unconnc.i-! with ommﬁuon, but 7cilcus in
the caufe of the prrenmcy of the Britith l-pitlature.  But it was
not fuflicient that our cxpedtations thonld be raifed ; the fears of
the enemy were to be encreafed in the fame pmpomm To pro-
duce this eficer, a proclumiwion was publiiied ar Ticondercoa,
which out thundered all vour «rcit guns, numerous and noify as
ther were.  You there affumed the torm of an offended Jupiter.
Vengeance and death were in vour right hand—peace and forzi-
venefs in your left.  The time {ccined to be come, when rebellion
was to be’ fwept from the face of the carth, by the irrefiftible vigour
of your outfty:t-bed arm, attended as it was to be in its awful pro-
greis, by the blefling of providence on the onc fide, and the {avages
of Canada on the other. ‘T'his proclanntlcn, though mizhty {ub-
lime, was looked upon by the illiterate Amcricans as mlghty ob-
fcure.

1y

Rebel arm:
how fup-~

plied.

H.zhnatic
nalcipelte
tion from
Burgoyne.



- s .
170 Scanrus, on the Canada Expedition, and Burgeyne’s Ewidence,

feure. You thought proper therefore, a few months afterwards,
Proclama- to elucidate it by a very clear commentary, written at .Saragoga.
tion & fur- The public admired the happy variety of ftile that diftinguithed
render con- thofe two performances. They concluded you to be a very good
rrafted. author, but recolleted, with furprife, that they had once dreamed
vou was a great general. ‘This illufion, though vanifhed from
their minds, feems ftill to keep pofletfion of yours: for though we
are now groaning under the weight of thofe misfortunes which your
defeat has brought upon us, you are not contented, Sir, with e-
feaping the indignation of your country, you boldly ftep forward
in the Senurte, and infift upon your claim to its ap.p!auf?. I think
in prudence you fhould have delayed this claim a little time longer.
Englifh cass are not yet fufliciently prepared for it. -Allow a few
more precedents to be eftul lifhed, ‘and then you may make it with
fafetv and fuccefs: for with afi adminiftration of cowards, and an
eppofition of bulligs, difippointment and difgrace will foon become
the beft titles to approtation and reward.

You, Sir, took the carlieft meafures to obtain the patronage of
the latter of thofe refpeciuble bodies ; for the moment you furren-
dered your arins to the rebels, vou refolved to facrifice your princi-
ples to the oppofition. The facrifice met with the moft propitious
acceptance, for it camc accompanied with the worft tidings this
country ever hcard.  You had done a deed, that fecured even _the
forgivenefs of Col. Barre, for all vour patt oftences. In reading
the convention at Saratoga, he forgot that you bad once been a
fiickler for the honour of a Britith foldier. .

\Whofhould 1 his ftep being taken, the next conﬁd_eration was to determine

bear the Who fhould beur the blame of thofe misfortunes, which, you was

blame of refolved fhould not be imputed to you. Sir William Howe, Sir

his misfor- Guy Carleton, and the American fecretary, prefented themfelves

tunes, at firft, as the parties among whom it would be proper to divide
the whole.  All vour letters fhew, that, for a time, you attribut-
ed your want of fuccefs entirely to the failure of that co-operation
which you expected from Gen. Howe’s army. This was the lan-
guage you held to the minifter, to vour army, and even to Sir
William Howe himfclf.  You fpoke it in the mott clear and unam-
biguous manner in your meffage to Sir Henry Clinton, by Capt.
Campbell, when you declared that “ you would not have given

FirftHowe. ¢ up your communication with Ticonderoga, had you not expe@-
“ ed a co-operating army at Albany.” Now, had you not given
up your communication with Ticonderoga, it is clear you could
ncver have been forced to furrender your army. The whole of
veur misfortune then, if we may believe yourfelf, was entirely ow-
ingr to Gen, Howe’s failure in the expeéted co-operation.

Strong as this ground of defence may at firft fight appear, you
were obliged, for prudential reafons, totally to defert it, and aban-
don every advantage you could derive from it. Sir William Howe
had now left the King’s ftandard to its own fortune in America, and
had returned to look for laurels under the banners of oppofition.
He was of a weight and ftanding in the corps, which you, though
a hopeful recruit, could not poflibly pretend to rival : it was there-
fore neceffary to give up every idea of criminating him, before you
could procure the concurrence of the whole party in defending you.

With
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With regard to Sir Guy Carleton, it had been given out by your
friends that he had been greatly deficient in making the necetlury
preparations for the commencement of your campaizn, and fhame. Then Cam
fully dilatory in forwarding to you the fupplics and a:Eftance that lecon.
were afterwards to come from thut province. Unfertun.tely he too
was conneéted with a part of tlc oppofition, in fuch a manner as
made it neceflary to fupprefs this charoe, for the farne reafons that
induced you to keep back that avainft Sir William Howe. "Ihce
now remained nothing to lay the blame upon, but your orders from
the fecretary of ftate.  Thofe hopelefs orders thercfore uve now to Laft the
be cenfured for every thing you did, and cvery thinz that you omit- An:f“l"
ted to do—for you marches and your halts—for 1;ins by whilc vou
had a profpect of fuccefs, and advancing when you had none—und
finally, for that ftrangeilt of all ftrange ideas, thatwhea you could
proceed no farther, 1t was better to iurrender than avempt to re-
treat,

The firft charge againft you in the conduct of your unfortunate
expedition, 1s the carrying with vou a quantity of artillery {o 'to-
tally incompatible with that celerity of movement, on which your
fuccefs entirely depended. It was necefliry indecd to carry a train
to Ticonderoga, equal to the reduction of the very ftrong works
we expected to meet with there. So far you could have juiiied
yourfelt even without the example of Sir Guy Carleton ; but far-
ther, you in vain endeavoured to procurc his opinion in your tu-
vour, You, and your learned triend Capt, 8oncey, have inform-
ed the Committee, that artillery kills men ar a ditianae, and that
it makes 2 greater impreflion on the caemy’s defences, than mere
mufquetry can effect.  Indecd !—It did not require the teftimony
of Mofes and the prophets, much lefs that of two men from Sar.i-
toga, to convince the moft incredulous fenator of the truth of this
allegation. But you fhould have recolieCted, Sir, that the very car-
_riage of this artillery created afterwards the necedlity of emploving
it The army was pinned dowa to attend irs motions, and the ¢ ey
normous delays occationed, in a great Jerree, by the flownefs of % v
1ts progrefs, gave full time to the rebels to recover from their ﬁl_'ﬂ:
panic, and to collect arain that aviny which had been compleatly dii-
perfed.  Whereas, had vou advanced ranidly witheut encambrance
or deiay, you would neither have fuund men to appoii, nor wor's
tointerrupt yvour progre(s throush the covntry. In pomne of fatt,
what works did this artillery of vours ever gt the berter of P Ai-
ter paffing Ticonderova, vou met with Lur one fortided comp of the
enemy, and all your bouiled arilllery uever enablicd you ro advaice
a fingle foot beyond it.

But it was not fuflicient to emb irafs vourfelf with cvory incum-
brance that could retird the progrefs of ©n army ;5 1t was neceffary,
In order to complete your plin, toadopt fuch a route as would add
to every difhicuity, and angment cvery delay.  Inttead of the
ftraight and common paffare by the wuy of lnke Greorge, which 1t
never would have occurred to any other officer to huve dcpar‘(cd
from, you thought proper, at the expeuce of much vmr, and 1n-
credible Iabour, tocut a roal throagh a piece of grouad the molt
difficult ard impraQicable that perhaps all Amricd atorded. You
feemed to Le convineed, that to the ccuerality of maniind this

mealure
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meafure would appear altogether inexplicable, and were therefore
pleafed to communicate to us your motives for a movement o ex-
tromely cocentric. You were apprchenfive, it feems,* in the firtt
pia-e, that the retrograde motion of the army from Skeenfborough
to Ticonderogn, would aba'e the panic of the enemy, and at the
fame time have a bad edfet upon the fpirits of our own troops.
Your philofophv fecms of a picee with vour generalfhip. ,I_t muit
be in fome new {yttem that you have difcovered, that a man 1s [noﬁ
territied when it is leatt poflil le to overtake him, and a foldier led
out of his road in purfuit of an enemy, will feel himfelf dejected of
donrcfied, if lie returns into it after the purfuit is over. Gen. Fra-
for’s corps made this retrograde motion from Huberton, and yet i
proicls the vrenadiers and ight infantry never betraved the fmalleft
{ymtom of the trath of this ftrange theory of yours : but you are
furtner pleafed to exprefs vour opinion, that had you gone by the
luke, the enemy would have deluyed you greatly by making a ftand
at fort Geerve'; and in this opinion all vour witnefles are pleafed
to concur. Now let us ftate the premifes from which this conclu-
fion 1s drawn.

The rebels had fled from Ticonderora, where they had collected
all the force it was poflible for them to aifemble—where they had
works of a mott amazing ftrength, and had made every preparation
for a long and vigorous defence. You, therefore, fuppofe that
thofe very rcbels, panic firuck, beaten and difperfed as they were,
would make a ftand at fort Georre, where they had no ftrength, no
defence, nov any preparation that indicated an intention of a mo-
ment's refiftance.  Befides the total abfurdity of fuch a fuppofition,
vou know perfecily weil that in point of fact there was not the fmal-
1.1t foundation for it ; for on the 11th of July you write to Lord
George Germain, in vour private letter, that the enemy, fo fat
from preparing to make a ttand at Fort George, were even then la-
bouring to remove their maguzines from thence and from fort Ed-
ward.  Vet. in direct contradiction to this, vou and your friends
new ferjoutly wiure the Committee, that you expelted to find the
rebels in foree at the firlt of thofe places, and that your march by
Sicenfborounh was oce:fioned chiefly by that expedtation.

At laft, Sir, when the feafon wis half fpent, you arrived at the
banks of the Hud{on’s river, where vou thought proper to make a
Jdead halt of one entive month.  If TIr. Gates himfelf had direfted
vour operatiens, he could not pofhibly have planned meafures more
favourable to his own views. The flight trom Ticonderoga had made
fuch an imprefiion en the {pivits of the rebels, that it was impoffible
immediately to colledt an army, or to infpire them with that confi-
dence which is necellary to enfure fuceefs ; but it was certain that in
time that impreflion would wear off, unlefs it were continued or re-
newed by the rapid movements of the King’s troops. When, inftead
ot fuch movements, they faw thofe troops walting days, weeks,
sud months, without making the fmalleft progrefs, itis no wonder
that they at laft got an army to aflemble—it 1s rather furprifing
that they were without one fo lonz. I wifh your friend Col. King-
fton, m fome of his confidential communications with Mr. Gates,
had obtained a return of the rebel force not only on the 7th of Oc-
tuber, but durine the whole months of Auguft and September, If

1t
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It had anfwered your purpofe, I make no doubt but it would have
been procured und produced. But it would have appeared too
clearly from thence that during the whole of the firft month, and
the greateft part of the fecond, they had no force that could enter
into competition with yours, and that nothing but vour mon-
ftrous delays, joined to the misforrune at Bennington, created that

formidable army which appeared againft you in the month of
O&ober.

~r

But your excufe for thofe delays is the want of provifions ; and Provifiens.

to account for this want, the roads from lake George are faid to
have been out of repair. This is one of the blefled confequences
of the March by the way of Skeenfborough. Haud the army come
by lake George, they would of courfe have repaived the roads as
they came along. But you contrived juft to double both the fa-
tigue and the delay ; tor they had firt one road to make from
Skeenfborough, and then they had another to open and repair from
fort George. In the whole of the evidence you have produced,
the method is, to ftate a neceffity for every one of your mcafures,
contriving to fink this trifling circumftance, that, that neceffity inva-
riably oniginated from fome previous blunder or omiffion of your
own. The delay in this cafe vou prove to have been unavoidable,
forgetting to inform us that it became fo, only by the unaccount-
able whim of departing from the route which any other man would
have taken.

I come now to the unhappy affair at Beonington, which being
the commencement, and in a great meafure, the caufe of all your
misfortunes, it will be neceflary to ftate at fome length. Your ar-
my, far from being too numerous, you fay was not even adequate
to the enterprife you were fent upon. It is therefore perfeétly clear,
that you could not afford to rifk detachments from it, for the exe-
cution of any collateral purpofe whatever. But fuppofing an ob-
jeét had prefented itfelf, of fufficient magnitude to juftify a devia-
tion from this rule, the detachment employed fhould either have
been ftrong enough to maintain itfelf againft any oppofition that it
could be expected to meet, or it fhould have had orders to retreas
the moment it was threatened with an attack. Inftead of proceeding
on this clear military principle, you fent out 600 of your worf
troops, at a diftance from your army, into the heart of the enemy’s
country, and ordered them to keep their ground atall events;—even
though the whole country fhould rife againft them. A detachment
thus circumftanced was not only hazarded ; it was clearly and in-
fallibly devoted ; for the encmy muft have wanted common fenfe,
if they did not reduce its deftruftion to an abfolute certainty.

wy

When you communicated your intention to Gen. Frafer, he ex- G.Frafer a-
yo atec Y . ’ .

refled his moft pofitive difapprobation, not only of fending Ger- gainft the
p p pp only g

mans, but of fending fuch a detachment of any troops, for any pur-
pofe whatever. He thought the point of fo great confequence,
that he did not confine himfelf merely to a verbal difapprobation;—
he remonftrated againft the meafurc in writing, and predited the
fatal confequences which it might be expected to produce. This
you know to be true. It was the common report of the camp,
that this freedom of his difpleafed you fo much, that you declar-
ed with fome warmth, that ¢ y%)u fhould learn for the future ;o
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“ be more peremptory, and lefs communicative.,” Certain it is
that you difregarded his remonftrances, and proceeded to_execute
this very ftrange plan in. an équally ftrange manrner. Had you
fought through all the various deferiptions of men who then receiv-
ed the King’s pay, you could not poffibly have found a corps fo to-
tally unfit for this kind of fervice as Reidefel’s dragoons. Beides
that heavinefs and flownefe which they pofleffed in common with
other Brunfwick regiments, they were loaded with accoutrements
which rendered them additionally clumfy. Their very hats and
fwords weighed more than the whole equipment of one of our fol-
dicrs.  Yet thefe poor devils did you pitch ugon for a flying expe-
dition through the woods, for the fagacious purpofe of mounting
them on hotfes, in a country where cavalry could not be ufed.

The command of this expedition was given to Col. Baum, a
brave man and good officer in his way, but jufl as much qualified
for this fort of fervice as an Indian chief would be for the command
of an army in Flanders. He neither had, nor could be expected
to have, an idea of the nature of American warfare; he did not e-
ven underftand a fyllable of the language of the people whofe aficc-
tions you fent him to try. The event was juft what might be ex-
pected from fuch a plan. The country people finding {o fmall a
detachment at fo great a diftance from the army, flocked in from
all quarters to furround it, while poor Baum, totally ignorant of
the country, the people, and the language, hardly knew whether
they were affembling as friends or foes. He however difpatched
intelligence of this rifing to you, and you now perceived the con-
fcquences with which your deep laid fcheme was about to be attend-
ed. The only pofliblc chance of retricving the blunder, and pre-
venting the detachment from being cut off, was to fend forward
the lighteft and moft cxpeditious troops in your army, who by
mere dint of quick marching might perhaps arrive before the ene-
my fheuld find it expedient to commence their attack.

But you feem pofitively to have abjured the guidance of reafon
throughout the whole of this tranfaction. For you, a fecond time
made choice of the Germans, who poflefled no one qualification
that fuch a duty required. Did you really believe, Sir, that they
would march to Bennington in a fhorter time than any equal num-
ber of Britith troops in your army ? did you not know, on the con-
trary, that the worft Britith regiment in the fervice, would with eafe
march two miles for their onc ? was not the choice of them then a
voluntary and a wanton facrifice of the detachment which you pre-
tended to fend them to relieve ? the Germans proceeded exadily as
cvery man in the camp knew and expected they would. They halt-
ed ten times an hour to drefs their ranks, which were liable to be
broken at cvery ftep in fuch aroad as they had to march by. You
knew this to be their conftant pradtice, and therefore had 1o reafon

- to be aftonifhed at it on this occafion. ‘The confequence was, that

they arrived juft time enough to be attacked by the victorious rebels,
fluthed with their conﬂucﬁ over the unfortunate Baum. Col. Brey-
man made 2 gallant ftand, notwithftanding the advantages the re-
bels had got by occupying the hills, at the foot of which he was o-
bliged to march. At laft both parties feemed tired of the conflict ;
~for they both rctreated at the fame inflant, the Germans leaving

behind
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behind them their cannon, which the rebels did not take pofleflion
of till four days after the engagement.

Thus ended this unfortunate affair, which almoft inftantaneouf]
darkened the profpet of the whole campaign. We loft in killedy,
wounded, and prifeners, little lefs than 1000 men. The Indian:
began immediately to defert. The loyalifts were difheartened,
while the rebels were clated beyond meafure, and totally for rot
the terror with which you had at firft infpired them. They cven
conceived the mott contemptible opinion of your talents as an offi-
cer, and filled their papers with the moft fatirical refleCtions on
your orders to Col. Baum, which they fuid betrayed a want of mi-
litarv {kill, that one of their militia colonels would have been a-
fhamed to difcover. To all this, what do you and your triends
aniwer 2 why, that it was entirely the fault of the Germans, who
did not march fo faft as you expected they would have done. Good
God! Sir, do you and vour witnefles mean to trifte with the com-
mon fenfe of mankind ? We all blame the Germans, but muft we
thercfore acquit you, twho, with an abfurdity bordering on mad-
nefs, pitcheg upon thofe very Germans, in preference to all the o-
ther troops of your army ? that would be to make your crime the
inftrument of your juftification.

REFLECTIONS
Ou Gen. Burgoyne’s Condudt fince bis veturn to England,

OTWITHSTANDING the difgrace and misfortune which

the nation f{uffered, in lofing the army under the command

of Gen. Burgoyne, the public in general continued to entertain a

high opinion of that officer’s integrity and talents. ‘The ruin of his

army was juftly imputed to the want of a co-operation. But to the

infinite furprife and regret of thofe, who are properly fpeaking his

only real friends, his conduct at home has been little clfe than a
tiffue of imprudencies.

His refufal to join his captive army cannot be juftificd, The
prefence of a beloved and refpected communder, would certainly
have contributed to the confolation of that army, and might have
retained many in their duty, who have been feduced by rebel arts.
Suppofirg his health not very robufl, it could fuftuin no great ‘i.ock
from refiding in comfortable quarters, though in an encmy’s coin-
try. All the northern part of Americais much healthier than
England, the air being purer and drier. N

His compluint of being denied accefs to the King, is not diftin-
guifhed for its propricty or decorum, nor does it correfpond with
that fenfibility and delicacy of mind, which werc always thought
to conflitute a great part of his charatter. He ought not to have
expeted admiffion to his Majefty, tll after the decifion of a court
martial, and a court martial could not with any proprict  detar -
mine on his condué, whilft he remained a prifoner vader 1iic con-
vention,—But had admittance been granted him,—iiow h miliat-
ing for him the fcene! He Liad parted with his Majeity in the
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but alas ! let us

high hope of conqueft, and he returned to him
fave fenfibility—from the repetition of misfortune.

On his firtt interview with the fecretary of flate, the fads, obfer-
vations, and opinions, refpeting his late important truft, became
the firft and natural objects of difcuffion. The hint of abfence from
Court till after an enquiry, being a fecondary, a pgrfonal, and un- .
pleafing bufinefs, the noble lord naturally and delicately deferred
it to the clofe of the converfution, in fhort deferred it to the laft
moment.

His charge of being infidioufly drawn into very confidential com-

All Lis  munications, relatively to the very important objets of his late
charees 3= command, only difplays the bitternefs of “his fpirit, in converting
§11‘;?;?:;:& an act of duty in the minificr, and an aét of duty in himfelf, into
" an odious charge againit the minifter. It was the duty of the mi-
nifter, not only to lead him to thefe communications, but it was
his duty voluntarily to give them in the moft unreferved manner.

His charge, that he faw a fyflematical defign of vilifying and
difgracing every officer whom the miniflry had ever employed by
{ea or land, and that the ruin of ofhicers forms almoft the whole of
their military {yflem, ought not pethaps to be termed Malevolent,
as it partakes more of the Frantic. The charge has not the fem-
blance of common fenfe to fuppore it.  His affertion, inftead of
being falt, is the very reverfe.  The ruin of minifters, on the con-
trary, feems to have been the fole end and intent of fome generals ;
whofe oblique and finifter operations, convey to the mind no other
idea than that of the moit drivelling folly, or abandoned treachery.
The mifconduct of generals, through the kindnefs of oppofition, is
for the moft part vifited upon miniflers. Military offenders, who
have difyiaced, and almoft ruined the nation, have been rewarded
with vomerited honours, initead of receiving merited punifhment.
Manifters fo far from inclining toruin every officer, heartily and fin-
cerely pray for their conftant fuccefs ; and never did minifters fo
exert the national ftrength to render officers fuccefsful : Their own
power, not to menticn the intereft of the nation, almoft exifts on
the fuccefs of officers ;—to fay then, that the ruin of officers forms
the military fyftem of the minifters, is a charge contradiftory to
common fenfe,  Such a charge almoft amounts to a proof of a to-
tal deprivation of judgment.

Tnfulted In regard to Gen. Burgoyne himfelf, minifters and their friends

?nil);;)syott}\e have treated him, and fpoken of him, with unexampled liberality

his confe. Of fentiment.—But Mr. Rigby the fworn friend of his courted con-

derate Sir federate Sir William Howe, has been the only perfon who has treat-

W. Howe. ed him with illiberal feverity, And itis true, that Mr. Rigby’s
conduct has becn more cenfured by the friends of their country,
than by oppofition. Th}s gcnt!eman, while he loaded the unfor-
tunate commander publicly with the moft aggravated charges,
ﬁ‘renuqu.]y oppoled the examination of his evidence before the
Committee. ~This was ftaining him with difhonour, and at the
fame inftant telling him, he fhould have no opportunity of wip-
g it off.  Such condutt decides a man’s charader for ever.

Gen. Burgoyne’s cafe is indeed truly pitiuble. He has thrown
up his commithons, rather than go and comfort his brave compa-
nions, capuves under a convention of his own making : he has de-

ferted
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ferted the true ground of his defence, the want of a co-operation :
he has clung to the very man who abandoned him to deitruétion ;
whofe friends fhill fpurn him ; and who are the only perfons who
have cruelly attacked him.—His forming a conneftion with this
man who had ruined him and bis army, was certainly the moft
fatal ation, for his own charater, that paffion mifguided by folly
could commit.—Yet the public, more juft to him than he has been
to himfelf, equally with himfclf regret his misfortunes, and ftill
more, they pity him, for thofe political imprudencies at home, of
which he appears, at prefent, to have no due fenfe.—Never was a
refpectable charadter {o irretrievably felf devoted.

S T R I1I CT UR E S

On Sir William Howe's MISCHIANZA or TRIUMPH,
wpon leaving America unconqucered, With bis Charaer printed under
the patronage of the American Cougrefs, in order to /Tew hozv far the
King's encmies think his Geaeral deferving of Public Honours.  This
Writer flrongly recommends DI ATTE R of FACT and the
LETTER from NEJ™ YVORK, dated May 17th, (fee pages
34 and 38, €5¢.) as excellent Letters, wbich fhould be read by every
good Englifbman avbo avijbes to underfland the reafons of our failure
in America,

F Sir William Howe had thought fit quietly to refign his com-
mand, and been content to enjoy in privacy the fortune he had
acquired, till the nation had in fome meafure digefted the difgraces
and lofles we had fuffered under his command in America; or till
the dangers and calamities, which, in confequence of them, threaten
us here at home, were paffed over ;—he might not then perhaps
have been difturbed in his retirement.

But at a time when the Britith empire in America is funk, and
when thoufands and thoufands ot good fubjects in both countrics
are ruined by its fall ; at a time, when, with the lofs of our colonies,
the empire here in Britain itfclf is fhaken and endangered ; at fucha
time of public calamity, when every good Englithman was trem-
bling for the commonwealth ; at fuch a time of dittrefs, for a gene-
ral to take to himfelf ovations and triumphs greater than the Duke
of Marlborough, or any Englifh commander ever thought of ; to
fuffer bimfelf to be crowned with laurcls, and to bhave triumphal
arches erefted to his honour: is fuch an infult offered to our un-
derftandings, as cannot but raife in the mind of every man of fenfe,
the highett degree of attonithment and indignation.

Could a communder in chicf, in a war of fo much importance,
after the nation had been put to the expence of fo many millions to
no purpofe; and when fo many thoufands of good {ubjects are ruin-
ed by the mifcarriage of it;—could he think, that we {hiould lofe all
fenfe of the public calamitics, ecaufe he exprefles no feelings for
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themn ? Did he think we fhould imagine America was flill ours, be- fhame.

caufe he fhewed no fhame, but had a triumph nade for him upon
the lofs of it ? Or that a three years feries of perpetual difgraces
would not be feen through all his ovations and triumphal arches ?
How much foever it may te i a gencral® power to peprefent his
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army as grea‘er or kfs, to fuit any p. feut occa’ n, yet one thing at
leaft is certain, that Gen, Howe was furnifhed with a fg)t:ce abun-
dantly fufficient to have quclled the rebellion. * Both friends and
foes agree in this, that from the vear 1776, he never met Mr.
Wathington but with an army fuperior in nwmber, as well as in
goodnefs, to that of the enemy which was appofed to him : yet in
the courfe of three campaigns, he never thought proper to fight
Nr. Wafhington but ence ; and then did not chufe to pu:iue the
victory which his troops had guined for him. Eirher, therciore, the
Britith troops muft have been the great-ft of #u poltroors, who
were unable to conterd with au inferior namber . pew-raifed, halt-
cloathed, half-armed American militia;—or elfe there muit have
been an extreme deficiency in our generalfip.  Whichioever of
thefe mav have been the cafe, what ground ecan eithe. of then at-
ford for a trivinph ? Or upon what # undation coul 2 ge =,
who had feen the Britith arms endure >nnumerable dify ices  der
his command ; who had fafered Rimfe’t o be inelorufly  ven
ot of Bofton ; and who after having veen beaten af trensn i ard
Prince town, was ftill more in-lorioufly driven out of the ! {rye;
whofe troops, by braelv beatinr in the rebol out-pos, Lio ot a
pointed out fo hiin the way to viQtory, whil2 he neves chove to for-
low it; but invuriably allowed the Amern.13s to arch 7 vnmo-
lefted and wopurfued ; who had fuffered bimfelf 0 be ¢+ pri->d at
German town, and had feen his army thereby brou bt t. th. brink
of deftru¢tion, from which it was rolewed by the fingle U avery and
guod-condudt of Lieut. Col. Mugrave ; who had been baffled and
defeated in all his attempts, and out-generaled ev~n by 2 man that
was none ; and who now, after three ycars comn.and, found him-
felf much lefs able to fupprefs the rebellion, than he was the day
he landed on Staten ifland ?-——Upon what pivtence, I fay, could
this gentleman fuffer himfelf to be crowne. with laurels which
he never won ?  Or encourage the dedicating a trivmphal arch
with plumes and military trophies to his honour, without his hav-
ing once had the honour of a conqueit.

Whean fo very extraordinary a method has been taken, to perfuade
us of the high eltimarion, inwhich he is held for his miktary abili-
ties, it 1s a picie of juftice due to the public, to produce the opi-
nion which even the rebels entertain of him; fo very different
from that which has boen given by his flacterers and dependants.
It is a letrer addrefled to him in the American Crifis ; 1 work
which fome have given to Dr. Franklin. It is At »wn to be written
under the patronage of Congrefs, and under the iuftruétion of their
capital and beit informed leaders.

Tueg AMERICAN CRISIS,
Aidvefed to Gen, Sir William Hoive. By the Ausbor of Common [ nfe.

¢ That a mun, whofc foul is abforbed in the low traffic of -ul-
car vice, is incapable of moving in any fup:rior region, is . \car-
ly fsown in you by the event of every camp 1gn ;—your mi'iary
¢ exploits have bwen without plan, objeét, or decifin,  Car .« be
¢ poflible that you or vour employers can * ppnfe the pott - »n of
Philadelphia to be any wuys equal to the expence or the expec-

¢ tanons
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tations of the natwn wnich fupports you ?  What advantaces
d-s England derive from any awchievment of yours? If the
principa: cvents of the three campaizns be attended to, the ba-
lince will appear ftrongly againft you at the clofe of cach;
but the lafl, in point of importance to us hath exceeded the for-
mer two. At the clofe « { the campaign in feventy-iive vouw ere
oblig ed to retreat from Bofton. In the fummer, feventy-fis, you
appeared with 4 numerous fleet and army in the harbour of
New York. Ry avhat miracic the Coutizent avas preferved in thar
Seafon o7 Cangc  is a fubjclt of acmiration,  If, inftead of wafting
your time arainft Long iiland, vou had run up the Northriver,
and landed ary where above New York, the confequence muft
have been, trot either you would bave compelied Geu. Wath-
ington to fight you with very unequal numbers, or he muft have
fuddenly evacuated the city, with the lofs of nearly all the
ftores ot the mmv, or have [urrendered for want of provifions ;
the iituation of the place naturally producing one or the other
of thefe events.
“ You-let flip the very opportunity which feemed to put con-
queft in your power, Through the whole of that campaign vou
hud nearly double the forces which Gen. Wafhington immedi-
ately commanded. The utmoft hope of Amenica in the year
feventy-tix reached no higher than that {lic might not then be
conquered. She had no expetation of defeating you in the cam-
paign.  You had then greatly the advuntage of her ; you were
tormidable ; your military knowledge was fupp.fod to be complete 5
your fleets and forces arrived without any accident; you bad
nothing to do but to begin, and your chance lay in the firft vi-
gorous onfet. Amevica was young and unfkilled, She was o-
blived to truft her defence to time and practice ; and hath, by
me e dint of perfeverance, maintained her czufe and brouzht
he: enemy to a condition, in which fhe is now capable of meeting
I nonany eround.
¢ Let me aik, Sir, what great exploits have you performed ?

"I hroug., all the variety ot changes and opportunitics, which this

war hath prodnced, Tlhnow of no one action of yours that can
be ftiled mafterly.  You have moved in and out, backward and
forward, round and round, as if valour coniifted in a military
jig.  The hiftory and figure of your movements would b truly
ridiculous, could they be juflly delineated. They refemile the
labours of a puppy purfuing his tail ; the end is (Hll at the
fame diftance, and all the turnings round muft be done over a-
gain.f Some w.eks after this you likewifc planned an artack on
Gen, Wathington, while at White Marfh ; you marched out with

“ infi-

¥ I do wot adopt this language of contempt 5 but [f bis pancoyriff bad
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ot told w5, conld 1+ bave been thonght poffiblc, that this gentleman, a
month after this putiica on, [bonld bave had a Fame fpangled avitt fars,
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¢ infinitc parade ; but on finding him preparing to attack you, the
““ next morning vou prudently cut about, and retreated to Phile-
¢ delphia with all the precipitation of a man conquered in imagi-
nation.  Immediarely after the battle of German town, the pro-
hability of Burgoyne’s defeat gave a new policy to the affairs in
“ Penn{ylvania ; and it was judged moft confiftent with the general
*¢ fafety of America to wait the ifluc of the northern campaign.
¢ Slow and fure is found work. The news of that victory arrived
““ in our camp the 18th of October, and no fooner did the fhout of
¢ joy and the report of ther 3 cannon reach your cars, than you rc-
‘ folved upon a retreat, and the ncxt day,that is on the 1gth, with-
¢ drew your drooping army into Philadelphia. This movement was
““ evidently dictated by fear, and carried with it a pofitive confellion
¢ that you dreaded a fccond attack. It was hiding yourfelf among
* women * and children, and fleeping away the choiceft part of a
“ campaign in expenfive inaétivity. Anarmy in a city, can never
““ be a conquering army, The fituation admits only of defence.
¢ It is mere fhelter ; and every military power in Europe will con-
 clude you to be eventually defeated.
¢ The time when you made this retreat, was the very time you
ought to have fought a battle, in order to put yourfelf in a con-
¢ dition of recovering in Pennfylvania what you had loft at Sara-
“ toga; and the reafon why you did not, muft be either prudence
orc e ; the former fuppofes your inability, and the latter
needs no explanation.”
Such are the fentiments which the Americans entertain of this
gentleman, and fo great the contempt they exprefs of him. What
would have been faid of the Duke of Marlborough’s vanity, if, after
40,000 enemies killed and taken at the battle of Blenheim, he had
cncouraged his officers and dependants to dedicate to him a tri-
umphal arch, and had employed even the enemies ftandards taken
in battle, in forming an avenue for himfelf and fellow conquerors
to have walked through # 'What then are we to think of a beaten
general’s debafing the King’s enfigns (for he had none of his ene-
mies) by planting all the colours of the army in a grand avenue
300 feetin length, lined with the King troops, between two trium-
phal arches, for himfelf and his brother to march along in pompous
proceflion, followed by a numerous train of attendants, with feven
filken knights of the blended rofe, and feven more of the burning
mountain, and their fourteen Turkey drefled damfels, to an arca
of 150 yards {quare, lined alfo with the King’s troops, for the ex-
hibition of a tilt and tournament, or mock fight of old chivalry,
in honour of this triumphant hero; and all this fea and land ova-
tion

-
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¥ Should the reader aff, what it avas that the gencral at laff did
anmong them 8 bis panegyrifl here bas told us, ¢ He bounces off avith his
bombs and burning hearts, fet upon the pillars of bis triumphal arch,
wwbich, at the proper time of the fhow, burfl out in a fhowver of [quibs
and crackers, and other firce-works, to the deledable amazement of Mifs
Craig, M.fs Cheze, Mifs Redman, and all the other miffes, dreffed ont
as the fair damfls of the blended rofe, and of the burning mountain, for
this fa:ce of knight-errantry.”
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tion made ; not in confequence of an uninterrupted fucceffion of vic-
tories, like thofe of the Duke of Marlborough ; nof after the con-
queft of Canada by a Wolfe, a Townfhend, and an Amherft ; or,
after the much more valuable conqueft of all the French provinces
and pofleffions in India, unde: the <7 and adti-e Gen. Coote ; but
after chirteen provinces wrotchedly loft, and a three years feries of,
ruinous difgraces and deteate. '

L

REVIEW or Tt W AR.

T is a fingular and convincing proof of the weak and diftraled girontery
ftate of our councils, and of the power of the reigning faftions, of public’

when notorious public delinquents, who have entailed upon us an delinquents
enormous additional debt, who have loaded us with national difo- ‘
nour, who have plunged us into a French and Spanifh war, not only
efcape with impunity, butare heard with patient fubmiffion in the fo-
nate, declaim on thelr own merits, and arraign that country for ill-
treatment, which they, by their bafe and miferable conduct have up-
done. Such tamenefs in us, is the laft and moft wretched ftage of na-
tional humiliation : In them, to ruin a people, and call for their
praife, is the highefl pitch of daring infult and hardened malignity,
But to leave the crowd of delinquents to the confolations and Hatte-
ries of oppofition, Sir William Howe (hall be my obje&.

This man, who has brought a name formerly horoured into
contempt, wantonly facrificed a thoufand of our braveft men at Bun-
ker’s bill, by dufpiling the fituation of the enemy, and rejecting thye
fimpleft and eafieft of all manccuvres, that of landing on their lef:
from My (tic river, and taking poft on the heizhts above their rear,
which would have given us thelr whole army to a man.

By neglecting to occupy the heights of Dorchefter, which he had
conftantly before his eyes for ten months, and which he knsw from
the firft * the rebels intended to pofiefs, he was forced to fly with
ighominy from Bofton ;" purchafing a quiet retreat by a fecret ca-
pitulation, never having the candour to own his oblization to the
anegociator of his fafety, but all along difinyenvoutly attempting to
impofe upon the world, that bis fine military difpofition had enchanted
she rebels.

From this place he fled with all the precipitation of a man com- Secret hig
pleatly difcomfited, abandoning an hundred pieces of cannon and rory of Bof-
mortars, great quantitics of military ftores, and even provifions, and ton evavua-
fuch a vaft affortment of linens and woollens, as lafted the New o™
England rebels, who swerc in great diftrefs for them, no lefs than two
years ; together with a fleet of vetlels of various der.yminations which
were all fitted out againft us next fummer, and fcouring the Weftern
Ocean, ncarly ruined for that year, our whole Weft India Trade.

He was repeatedly urged and intreated to iffue orders for tranfpore
ing the linens and woollens to Halifax ; there they might have been
reftored to the proper owners, but it was to no purpofe ; fullen, in-

A dolent

* Gen, Gage alfo had information of this in May 1755, at the fume
time avith thesr intention of occupying Bunker’s hill,
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dolentand di'paicd, he was incapable of doing any bufinefs ot of fur-
mounting any difliculty, “The fame motives or want of motives pre-
vented his leaving a garrifon on George's ifland near Nantaiket road,
though a propofal of his own to the Minifter. A battalion on that
itiand, whichis very defenfible, would, with a fhip of war, have com-
pletely fecured Bofton harbour. But for want of the protection that
{uch a garrifon could have given to a man of war, and received from
her, the rebels foon forced Capt. Banks to leave the road, in confe-
quence of which, moft of our ftore fhips from Europe and the Weft
Indies with ncar icoo men in tranfports, ran directly into Bofton
harbour, and were taken.

Orders were {ent in fummer and fall 1474 to evacuate Bofton,
Miniftry being afhamed of the inglorious fituation of troops fo coop-
ed up, expoied to infult, wane, and furprize ; and no longer either
objeéts of terror, or caufe of diftrefs to the vebels. Thefe orders
our commander rejeted.  The profpect of fix months total idlenefs,
wus too great a happinefs for a fluggifth mind to relinquifh. Ia re-
ply, he fent home the following bravado: ¢¢ that it were to be
¢ wifhed the rebels would hazard fo rafh an attempt as to attuck
“ him. But they did make the attempt, and he funk under it,
without a fingle cffort or flruggle on his part to make head againft
them. It his mind had not been of a moit impenetrable or callous
texture how dreadfully mortitied muft he have felt, when jutt as he
had commenced his flizht, and not yet out of fight of the {pires of Boi-
ton, a fhip of war from England hailed him, and gave him the minif-
ter’s difpatches, applauding his reafons for zot leaving Bofton, and
Juttifying his refolution of remaining there, as az evacuation would
have been a very unadvifcable meafurc. Thus he fled with thofe
praifes in his pocket, which had been lavithed upon him only on
the fuppofition, that he fiill kept firm in his pott. There are few
minds but would have felt this ftroke for life.

Though he knew the neceffity of remaining in Bofton on account
of his expefted reinforcements,and to Keep upan alarm to prevent the
rebels from reinforcing their army  before Quebec, yet he went to
fhut himfclf up on the inhofpitable coaft of Nova Scotia, eight
days fail out of his road, inftcad of going to New York, which at
lait he thought proper to do three months after. Immediately on
our deferting Bofton the rebels detached a large reinforcement to
their army in Canada.  As to Quebee, he had left it to its fate, or
rather apparently configned it to the rebels; on the roth of Oc-
tober, while {olacing him{lf at Bofton, Gen. Carleton’s letters be-
fecching fuccours arrived, with intelligence he had not 100 foldiers
under his command. Our great man, fo wife, {o active, and zea-
lous, in confultation with Admiral Graves determined a battalion
of marines fhould be fent : in three days the tranfports were ready
to_take them on board : but at that inftant Ndmiral Graves rc-
cciving a new light, thought fit to declare, that to fend tranfports
up the St. Lawrence was unadvifeable and impracticable.  People
wondered from whence the admiral hud received this fudden illumi-
nation, as he had been quite of another opinion three days before.
Then our general undertook the bufinefs ; but he came to a quicker
decifion; doing in onc day what Graves had taken three to do;
that is, coming to a determination to fend them, and a determina-

tion-
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tion not to fend them. Sending troops would have been doing Curins o
fomething, therefore it went no further than an idea, as wec were pinions foi
alw :ys better pleafed when doing nothing. After all this preparation 2" st
and exertion of wifdom, the veflel from Quebec was fent back exprefs &21;2;”‘!
the 13th of Odtober in the evening, to let Gen. Carleton know, that ’
it was the decided opinion of Gen. Howe and Admiral Graves,

that it was impraticable for veflels with #700ps on board to et up

the river St. Lawrence ; but that veflels with exprefes without any

troops cert unly might.

In his pafluge from Halifax to New York, he might have de-
ftroyed every thing that could float in all the rebel harbours, and
yet have landed when he did, Auguft 224, on Long ifland. By
frequent landinzs on the coaft, he would have weakened Wafhing-
fon’s army at New York, by the withdrawing of the New England
men.  Had this been done, the privateers that in the fummer com-
manded the feas, would have been deftroyed in embryo,

It is now neccfiary to bring forward Lord Howe, touching his Originat
negociations. The body of the prople of America were loyal to d;ﬁ’zﬁ“f’\“
the King, and al":ctionate to the mother country. Thefe original ?nctri:aﬁ:..
and habitual difpofitions prevailed over two thirds of the people,
when Lord and Gen. Howe mct as Commiilioners at Staten ifland,

Men of genius and addrefs, would foon have brought mott of the
provinces on our fide. But the Howes for want of qualities to
gain, or abilities to negociate, confirmed all our enemies, and loft
us moft of our friends. At firft, even Wathington’s army fhewed
a joy at the profpeét of reuniting with Britain, and the people of
the provinces were praying for our’ appearance, and preparing to
reccive us with open arms ; but before the campaign 1776 ended,
our four manners, our want of capacity, and even of civility, an
univerful and undifcriminating feene of plunder, produced the moft
fatal effets ; our enemies were rendered more inveterate, and our
triends dreaded the approach of foldiers more than of rebels.  This
arofe from the contraited conduét of Gens. Howe and \Wathing-
ton. Ourarmy plundered. Wafhington retook 20 waggons loads
at Trenton, and reftored the whole to the proper owners without
regard to their political creeds. It fhould be remarked, however,
in juftice to Sir William Howe, that he forbid plundering in or-
ders, but he could not conceal his illiberal hatred to the American
name; and officers and men continued a praftice, which was
thought no ways difagreeable to the commandcr in chief.  But for
this, plundering might have been prevented in the other parts of
the army as well as m the firft brigade. Such condutt in our two 4 |
brothers was rather the cffet of weaknefs than of vice : they had in ¢haraters
common the fullen family gloom : in one thing they dificred : Sir ot Lord an
William hated bufinefs, and never did any ; mv Lord loved buti- Gen.Howe
nefs, dwelt upon it, and never could leave or end it. Their dif-
ferent paffions and defires were cqually deftructive to us; all of
which, joined to their injudicious, weak, and difgracetul opera-
tions, proved the ruin of the war. Their uniform character through
life has been, and is to this day, haughty, morofe, hard hearted
and inflexible ; in gencral a compofition of pride and perfonal cou-
rage, though this laft phrafe ought to be expunged for infenfibi-
lity 3 on their firtt appoinvuent, thev were confidered as the Horatlir
Aaz o}
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of the Englifh ftate, but now a melancholy reverfe of fentiment is
felt ; they are looked upon as our undoers, rather than our fa-
viours.

The moft fanguine withers on the fide of government, never e-
ven hoped for half the force to end the rebellion that the prefent
American minifter employed. Gen., Amherft’s demand of 20,000
men, had been cenfidered as an extravagancy, and only made to an-
fwer the purpofe of a refuful. Gcen. Howe had 40,870 effeltive
men under his command. Let us fee what ufe he made of them.

When he landed on Long ifland, he neglected to feize the heights
above Fiat Bufh; the rebels knew their importance, and took pof-
fetien of them at 3 in the afterncun, which he might bave done at
10 in the morning. This neglect might have been fatal to him.
He had ncaily been induced to attuck where he muft have failed.
But the enemy had their neyle¢ts too. Wathington’s order for fecur-
ing the Jariica road was not obeyed. Gen. Howeby a night march
occupicd that pats ; and unperceived by the enemy,got between their
army on the heights and their lines.  The rebels fled in the urmoft
diforder. Sullivan owned, that when he faw himfelf furrounded,
he defired his men to thift for themlelves. This they did with
great expedition ; and our troops were following the rebel fugitives
into their lines, when they were with the utmoft difficulty called back
by the repeated orders of Gen. Howe.  Exclufive of the rebels who
were routed, there were only 300 men with Putnam in their lines.
There is not the leaft doubt but our foldiers would have carried
them by florm; and in confequence, all the enemy’s army on Long
ifland, confilting of 7000 men, muft have been killed or taken.
Gen. Robertfon, in evidence, though ke could not deny thefe fads,
yet palliated the meafure, by faying, he imagined Gen. Howe could
not know thefe circumftances, and that it was his opinion at the
time that Gen. Howe did right in calling back the troops ; but the
matter is not what an officer fo delicately circumftanced as Gen. Ro-
bertfon was, might think proper to fay in order to excufe Gen.
Howe. Would a great officer, or even any officer, weighing what
he might zet and what he might lofe, have recalled his troops from
lines, which he himfelf was confident they would, had they been
permitted, have ftormed with fuccefs ?

. Withour a fingle moveiment we lay 3 days in the face of thefe
lines with 18,000 men eager for battle, and allowed the enemy to
ferry themfelves over to New York with all their baggage, though
their place of embarkation was only a mile and a half from our
camp. Lord Howe was cqually fupine ; he lay almoft within fight
of the ferry, with the moft aumerous fleet ever feen in that part
of the world, as if he had been fent to cover, rather than to cut off
their retreat. Had the two brothers moft carneftly defired that
the rebel army fhould efcape, it was impoflible for them to have
alted more properly for the effecting of fuch a purpofe.

‘Though our commander was now in poffeffion of the heights that
commanfied Governor’silland, he fuffered fificen hundred rebels to
go off without the leaft difturbance. They retired in fuch frighs
that they abandoned their cannon; but two days after, finding we
did not take poficiion, they returned and carried them off to New
York. OQur chief now compofed himfelf for more than a fort,r&i;)ght,

nly
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only amufing himfelf in erefting a battery againft a gentleman’s
houfe on York ifland, endeavouring to frighten the rebels with the
noife of his cannon, but without doing them any harm. During
this time he {hould have gone up the Eaft river, or rather embarked
at Whiteftown juft adjoining his encampment, and cut oft the re-
bel retreat by King’s bridge, while his lordthip with his parade fleet,
fhould have occupied the North and Eaft rivers ; thefe plain and
fimple movements would have given us all Walhington’s army, and
all the rebel ringleaders slmoft without firing a gun ; for they muft
have {furrendered foon for want of provifions. In this cafe too, we
fhould have faved the 500 men loit before fort Wafhington.

Butas we never were to be in the right, after giving the rebels
17 days to run away from New Vork, we crofled the ferry with
the moft pompous p.rade to take pofleflion of it.  Had we been avi/e
and a=e, we might even now have cut off the retreat of the rebels
by King’s bridge, but four weeks were fpent at Haerlem, and the op-
portunity lott, the rebels at lait having difcovered their dangevous
fituation.  After fo much delay, negligence, and blindnefs, we
were at laft to do, when all opportunity was gone, what we oughe
to have done fix weeks betfore.  Our intallible Hero, above all good

18¢

advice, and taking his own way, landed on Frog’s neck, O¢tober Rigiculous
12th, without ever thinking betovehand it was neceflary to recon- fituation ox
noitre the ground. ‘The enemy having no intention to difpute this Frog's nevt

paltry flip of land with him, broke down the bridge that joired it
to the main, and looked at him from their intrenchments on the
oppolite fide with no little fatisfaction : they had fhut him out from
the continent; he was now fairly blocked up on theland fide. In
this odd fituation he had neither candour nor fenfe enough to con-
fefs his blunder, and then endeavour to remedy it. But fpent ano-
ther week cooped up on this pleafant fpot, trying to convince the
army that he was certainly in the right.  With their fituation be-
fore their eyes, and a full conviétion of the folly that brought
them there, all their refpeét for their commander could not make
them fwallow this abfurdity. Heaven knows when he would
have moved, had not the ridicule and murmurs of the army over-
come for once his obitinacy, and fent him to fea again. Now in-
deed he landed pear New Rochelle, the place he thould originally
have debarked at.

It has been juitly obferved, that in following our Hero’s pro-
grefs, our aftonifhiment fuffers no reft. Indolence and folly directed
ali ourmovements. Inten days we hardly march ten miles, though
it was fuppofed the rebels were retreating. On the 28th, however,
we find them waiting for us on the Brunx. Two regiments attack
a detached corps of the eneiny, and gain a material poft. Aunother

encral would have pufhed his good fortune, having an army fu- feapes.
p A 5 P

perior in number, fuperior in difcipline, in every point of equip-
ment, and more than all thefe, victorious, againit a beaten, di-
heartencd, flving enemy. But we had done afive fervice enough
for one day.” Nvxt day, as at the heights of Dorchefter laft year,
the enemy’s lines appeared much {trengthened, therefore the attack
was deferred till wewere reinforced. Our reinforcement joined us the
zoth. Now we were to attack the next day, but it happening to rain
in the night aud mornine, this was fuffictent excufe for putting it off

defav the
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a third time, though the day proved fair ; and then the day after
that, November 1it, to our great furprife, the enemy were run a-
way. ‘They left a rear guard within two miles of us to cover their
retreat. This corps we did not think proper to attack. Here again
the rebels were faved from abfolute deftruétion. We had a corpson
their right flank, befides, on that flank their retreat was cut off by
the North rivgr, only two miles diftant, where fome of our fhips
and gallies lay, and they kad Croton river in their rear, only four
miles diftant, which Gen. Howe’s owh friends have proved not
fordable. It is true there is a bridge over Croton river, but our
oftwas almoft as near it as the rear of the rebel right, and they durft
not attempt to pafs it in our prefence. It was beyond the power of
nature to have faved them, had they been attacked. A corps upon
their left flank would have prevented them taking the Connecticut
road ; they were then hemmed in between our fuperior army, the
North river, and Croton river ; and their total ruin was certain and
infallible, had we only attacked them. We neither attacked nor pur-
fued them. Such condudt will never put an end to any rebellion.

We now returned or retreated to York ifland and flormed fore
Wafhington, in which the rebels had left upwards of 2000 men.
It coft us goo. Ifour operations had been directed with any degree
of judement, we fhould have had this conqueft, with Wathington
and all his rebels, at much lefs expence.

By our march back, or retreat, we abandoned all that part of the
province of New York beyond Kingfbridge. The rebels whom we

and a loyal had not thougzht werth purfuing, now purfued us, and ravaged the
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Chefter counties, where we had been joyfully received, murdering
the clergyman of Rye, for having been affiduous in ftrengthening
the loyal principles of the inhabitants. In this re{pect our conduét
has been conftant and uniform, in urging our well wifhers in Ame-
rica to public declarations of loyalty, and then abandoning them
to perfecution and death.

We fhould huvc intercepted the fhattered remnant of the rebel
army, by puthing a detachment over to Elizabeth town or Amboy :
our not doing it could only arife from ignorance, indolence, or a
dread that the rebellion would be too fhort. And again Lord Corn-
wallis’s halt at Brunfwick, for want of orders, when in fight of thefe
fame wretched fugitives, little more than 2000 men, whilft he had
with him the referve of our army, the very flower of our troops,
nearly double the rebel ftrength, 15 a ftrong inltance of a deficiency
fomewhere, and another decifive opportunity rejefted. Through
indolence of manceuvre our hero did not come up till {fix days after
the enemy’s efcape. For fome days he looked at them acrofs the
Delaware, and on Deccmber the 14th put his troops into winter
quarters in an cxtended line of cantonment of near 100 miles, ino-
pen villages, without a fingle work to cover them, The pleafures
of New York now attracted us ; and in 12 days we were defeated
at Trenton. But the mind cannot dwell on this fhametul tranfac-
tion ; Rhall has been blamed becaufe he is dead ; and perhaps, the
brave Donop has been cited as a proof of the charge, becaufe he
too 1s dead. :

"The defeat atTrenton andPrincetown broke up our cantonments,
and loft us the whole Jerfeys except three villages. During the re-

maindex
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mainder of the winter our foraging parties were attacked and fhot
down wherever they precnted themielves; and thote pertty, dif-
graceful conflifts, loft us more men than a oeneul engagement, Our
commander paid us one vifir, and was in great danger of being
killed or taken prifoner; hc had a very hard ride for his efcape.
This winter Gen. Vaughan, a very gallant officer, and remarkable
for his ftrong and pomted fayings, bemg atkca his cpx alon on the
enfuing campaign, replied with greut promptitude and L()l](.lt(llus,
« Tam for the mofl wigorous meajucci: I am not for nurfizg a rebelli-
¢ g, I believe his opinion wus never again alked, and he has
been left to amufe himfelf the beft way he can at New York.

187

In the fpring and fummer it is 1mpoiuble for the mind of man Defron-

to conceive the gloom and refentment of the army, on the retreat
from the Jerfeys, and the fhipping them to the fouthward : noth-

dence and
e:.(klﬂ[l‘ln
ondeferting

ing but being prefent and {icing the countenances of the foidiers, Burgoyne.

could give an imprciTon adcquate to the fcenc; or paint the afto-
nithment and de! fpair that reigned in New Yorl, when 1t was found,
that the North river wus defcrttd, and Burcovnd’s army abaadon-
ed to its fate.  All the former (,Jpo.mmncs Toft through indolence,

or rejetted through defign, appeared innocent when compalcd cich
this fatal movement. The ruincus and dreadful confequences were
inftantly forefeen and foretold : and deipondence or execration fil
led every mouth.

Had there been no Cunada army to defert or to fuevifice, the vov-
age to the fouthward could enly originate frem the mott pret found
ignorance or imbecility.

To run away trom, and confequently to riin the peoplc who
had {ubmitted 1 the Jerfeys, as he had formerly ferved thofe of
he Chefter countics, could have no other ciicet than that of fixing
on our ftandards the charzter of deftruétive idiot: 11.1, or treachery
to fly before Wathingron was depreiing the {pirit of our own troops,
and giving a triumph to the enemy : and to Hly from the fcene
where he ought to have acted, and with a land armiv undertake a

fix weeks vovage in the very heart of the campaizn, was cereainly Army in

an abfurdity cven too extruvaant for a fairy tale : ahove all, to ]f“‘“l“slqlf
go to Phlladc]phn, which every coxpordl could h!\L told him “hia.

would be puiting his armv in fetters.—His conduét has verified
this opinion.—Hz never dured to move 2 duy’s march from ic.—
It was a cord about his ncck.

As to the Brandywine manceuvres fo much idolized by his par-
tizans, any boy at a military academy can repeat them from

Saxe’s Reveries ; and from the {ame fource can add to them, ¢¢ Thar CouncSaxe’s

¢ not to plofecute avicory, and purfue your enemy to the atmoff in ©

¢ your power, is founded on a falfe prmcxple : that 10,000 men in |
purfmt, are {utficient to O"“lt]f‘..'GW 100,0C0 in retreat : that no ma-
nceuvres can fail but thofe that take up #me and give refpite to
¢ the enemy : that a regular retreat is impradticable, unlefs a con-
¢ queror 1s guilty of 7emifi /5 5 but that generals ave’/ thefe dec-
fze opportanitics, from an wanvillingnefs to put an -end to the
war.””  Icisa }aown trurh, people prefent at the engagement
rode to Philadelphia that very night; that the rebel congrefs were
then affembled in that town ; and that a {pirited march of a detach-
ment from the divilion cf our army that paffed Chad’s ford, and °
were
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were not fatigued as that part which marched on our left, might
have furprifed the whole rebel conclave ; at leaft, would have < ain-
ed pofletfion of ail the rebel magazines. Inftead of a movement fo
very plain and rational, the whole army hardly moved at all, for
even our moit forward detachment was 1§ davs in reaching Phila-
de!plin.  Whereas had a detachment the nirht of the battie been
puthed forward to Philadelphia; al the army, or another ftrong
dctachment moved britkly in purtuit of the tusitive rebels, their
army for that year would have been undone.  So far from this hap-
pening, we f{uficred another blockade in Philadelphia all winter,
by a ragged contemptible enemy not half our force.  Our Hero has
a paflion for being blockaded. In 1775 we were blockaded in Bof-
ton: in 1776 in New York, and three Jerfey villages: in 1777 in
Philadelphia.

At Germantown, Wathington was forced to fock him in his own
camp: we were completely furprifed. He, it is faid, was not to
be feen: he was deeply engaged fomewhere, or with fomebody :
he was not to be difturbed : and if Gen. Grant had n<t forced his
way to him, he would have known nothing of the battle but by
report : yet he could tell his braveft men, the Brivf: hght infan«
try, who had been fought down by the whole rebel army, with
that harfh infenfibility fo charactenilic in him, ¢ that they cught
¢ to have remained in their poft, and been cut to pieces on th
¢ fpot.”” In this affair we loft our baggage, and had not the gal-
lant Mufgrave thrown himflf into a flone houfe, which was very
ftrong, ’tis likely our ative hero might have been furprifed in bed,

Such dreadtul conduét could operate in no other manner than it
did : thatis, in bringing dcitruction upon Ingland, and a load of
diferace upon himfelf. On the 18th of October, the rebel cannon
announced the ruin of Burgovne : appalled, and confeience ftruck,
and perhaps trembling for himfelf, inftant orders were given to re-
treat, and he led us back to hide his head in Philadelphia. There,
after three days tumult of mind, he wrotc his letter of refignation ;
finding THAT, the only refource left him to parry his facrifice of
Burgoyne ; to extricate himfelf from the unmilitary pofition in
which he had involved himfelf ; and to ward oii from himfelf, if
poflible, under a quarrel with the miniftrv, all blame of the igno-
miny and ruin he had brought on his country.

The confequences of this man’s unaccountably weal: and wretch-
ed conduét are, thirty thoufand brave men deiftroyed, thirty mil-
lious of money expended, thirteen provinces loft, and a war with
the whole Houfe of Bourbon. If fuch mifconduct is to pafs with-
out cenfure or punifhment, there muft be a radical weaknefs, either
in the conftitution of the ftate, or in the minds of the people, and
the total diffolution of this empire muft be fatt approaching ; for
the people who {it in patient ftupidity, and fee themfelves become
the viétims of ignorance or treachery, cunnot, and do not deferve
v exiil as a nation.

CONCLUSION.
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C ONCULUSTION

A\ N the moft candid and ftri&t invefligation, it is apparent,

that the major part of the Americans were againft any breach
with the mother country, and that fentiments favourable to a re-
eonciliation and return to allegiance now potlefs many, who lately
were altive adherents of rebellion.  The opprellions and crueltics
of the rebel Congrefs, and the comparifon the inhabitants of the
provinces draw, between their prefent convulfed and wretched con-
dition, and their former peaceful and happy ftate, have wrought
this change in their opinions. Indeed there is the reateft reafon ro
belicve, that no rebellion would have arifen, but for the ftrong and
repeated encouragement, the malecontents received, from a trai-
terous oppofition in this kingdom. An oppolition infected
with the black ambition of doing evil, like the outcult and fallen
angels in Milton, and of endeavouring, where they cannot command,
at leatt, to deflroy ; and whofe fatal intentions have been nearly
compleated, by the ruinous and languid operations of our armies,
under men, who had been clofely connedted with them. Necd we
wonder then, that fuch commanders fhould azain embody them-
felves under fuch politicians ?  Certainlv we ought not. The al-
fiance is ftrictly in character.  In faft, we have every reafon to hu-
ment, that a certain general did not act that great nran, his Not-
tingham correfpondent wifhed him to act, and retufe to go azaintt
¥his people in rebellion. The withes of fome men amongit us, who
are the inveterate enemies of our happy conftitution, of church and
flate, are clearly demontlrated in the letter from Nottingham., Well
might the general fay, that the men ar Nottingham were decetved
in fuppofing, there’ were not many peaceable and loval Jubjects in
America ; and that the infurgents were few in comparifon of the
whole people. We confefs, however, that now, he jretends to be
of a different opinion ; but that does not affect the truth of the
cafe ; which the moil recent accounts {rom Amcrica, and the cvi-
dence before the Houfe of Commons have firmly cftablithed, No
wonder the gencral was filled with aftonifhment at the runccur and
malice of fome men; for it muft infpire ¢very true triend to his
country with horror, when he reflecis, that a fet of men exift in ir,
who wifh the fall of cvery officer that combats for the contiiruti-
onal authority of the ftute. However, as the operations in America
have turned out, we need not be filled with attonifhment, thut che
general was highly complimented on his accepting the cominand in
America, by thofe who were averfe to the meafurcs of government ;
xor nced wE be filled with aftonillunent at his entreating his cor-
refpondent to {ufpend his judgment, until toe event fhould
prove him unworthy of his fupport.

Our internal enemies, oppofition, and thofe who are the ret
bel confederates, having only jutt failed of ruining us in war,
by lending us, or endeavouring to impofe upon us, gencrals and ad-
mirals, being now terrified at the rifing {pivit of the nation, the vi-
gorous preparations for war, and the hght of a military force u-
mounting nearly to half a million, are now attempting to circui-
vent us by ncgociation, that they may etlect Ly wic und eeachery,
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that deftruction, which they have juft failed of bringing wpon us
by war. Their infidious and treacherous propofals are, afive or 2
ten y.ars truce with the rebels.  This would be equivalent to giv-
ing them independency at once. The propofition is perhaps more
diftinauithed forits effrontery than art. To grant the rebellious
colonies fuch a truce, or any truce, would be to enable them to re-
cover from their prefent condition, to recover their dread and im=
menfe lofles. It would give them time to procure all che fupplies
they are now in fuch diftrefs for ; to recruit their armies, and to
fettle their revolted ftate on fuch a firm foundation, that no power
perhaps of the mother country could fhake it. On our fide, dur-
ing the truee, our army and navy muft be reduced ; thus we are
tiripped of every power of refiftance, and at its expiration, muft ig-
nominioully accede and crouch to whatever terms cruel and infolent
rebels, and haughty and inveterate foes think proper to diflate.

Such are the nsentions of our internal and external enemies, who
by infidious megociations refolve to diveft us of our firength, and
then take advantage of our folly ; fenfible that the natural {pirit of
Englifbmen is not to be deadened whilft they have arms in their
kands, or that they will tamecly refign themfelves up an eafy
and an helplefs prey. The true means to obtain a lafting, benefi-
cial and glarious peace, reft folely on a vigorous profecution of
the war.

At prefent, what hopes ought we to have of honourable ac-
commodation ;—wc, who during the whole courfe of the rebel-
lion, tll within thefe few days, have been alternately beaten, baf-
fied and betrayed. Itisadmitted that the enemy may be terrified
at the vigour of our preparations; but do not let us tie up o
hands ; let us fight while we negociate ; let the immenfe force we
have raifed be properly exerted ; and let us rid theloyal and fuffering
Americans of the tyranny of the rebel Congrefs and their army.
Now we know the number and extent of our foes ; now we know
the treacherous defigns the mafk of patriotifm covers; and now,
fince we have felt and fuffered for our errors and our weaknefs, let
us reap the fruits of our prefent experience and of our prefens
ftrength.

THE &k ND,






