


THE 

CO lVI M 0 N SCHOOL ACTS 
Oll 

UPPER CANADA; 

UD TIlE 

FORMS, INSTRUCTIONS, ASD REGULATIONS FOR 

EXECUTING THEIR PROVISIONS; 

TOGETITER V,ITII TIm 

CIRCFLtR~ .illDRESSED TO 'THE YAnIOn; OFFICERS nm.,-"Er.NEfl IN 
THE ADJUNISTItATIOX OF TIIE'SCIIOOL LAW: 

BY TlIll 

TOROXTO: 

paINTED YOR 1'8& DEPAIlTMlClS'I' OJ' PUBLIC INSTRUC1'lON POll crr"R C!NA~", 

BY LOVllLL AND GIBSOll. 

1853. 



GENERAL CONTENTS. 

CO)[MON SCHOOL ACT, 13TlI AND 14TII VICTORIA, CRAPTER 48. 
PAGE: 

I. Common School Trustees, • • • • • • . • • • . . • • . •• • • • • • .. • • • .. .. • '1 
II. Common School Teachers,.. • • • . • • .• • • .. . • .. • • • . • • . .. . • • • • 1 '1 

III. Township Councils, .................. • .. ·............... 19 
IV. Municipal Councils and Boards of Trustees in Cities, Towns, and 

, Villages,.. .. .. . • •. . • .. • . .. • . .. • . .. • ... . . .. • . .. .. .. • 23 
y. County Councils,........................................ 2'1 

VI. Boards of Public Instruction,. • . .. . • .. .• • ... • . .. • ... .. • . .. 29 
VII. Local Superintendents of Schools,. ........................ 31 

VIII. School Visitors,.. .. • . . . .. .. • . • • • . . • . • • • • . • • . • . . . • • .. . • . • 35 
IX. Chief Superintendent of Schools,.. . . . . . .. • .. .. • . . . .. . . . . . . • 36 
X. Couneil of Public Instruction, .•...••••. '" ... • . .. .. .• .. .. . 39 

XI. Miscellaneous Provisions,. . . . . .. . . • . .. . . . . . • .. . . . . . . • • . . . 41 

FORllS, INSTRUCTIONS, AND REGULATIONS. 

I. Forms and Instructions for Trustees,. • • . • . • • • • . . • . . . . • • . . . . 49 
II. Forms and InstructioRs for Teachers,.. . . •• . . •• • • •• • . •• • • •• . 62 

III. Forms ar.d Instructions for Township Councils,. • . . •. • • •• •. .• 53 
lV. Forms and Instructions for Municipal Councils and Boards of 

Trustees in Cities, Towns, and Villages, .••. " • • .. . . • . •• • 55 
V. Forms and Instructions for County Councils, Boards of Public 

Instruction, and Local Superintendents of Schools,. • • • • • .• 56 
VI. General Regulations for the Government of Common Schools,. 5'1 

VII. List of School Books, &c., recommended by the Council of 
Public Instruction, .................................. , 63 

CIRCULARS 'FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTE~'"DENT OF SCHOOLS. 

1. To the Wardens of Counties,.. ............................ 64 
II. To the Town Reeves of Townships,. ....................... '12 

III. Tu Local Superintendents of Schools, •..•.•.••.•.••... " . . .. '18 
1 \ ~'Q t',e Trustees of Common Schools,....... ................ 8'1 
V. To Teacbers of Common Schools,.......................... 91 

VI. To County Boards of Public Instructions-with Programme of 
Examination and Form of Teacher's Certificate, ...... " ••. Inl 



iv 

SUPPLEMEXTARY COMMON SCHOOL ACT OF UPPER CANADA, 
16TH VICTORIA, CHAPTER 185 •. 

General Remarks, .......•.•..•..•.•.•.••...••.. " ..•.••• lOll 

I. Boards of Trustees in Cities, Towns, and Villages,. • . • . • . . • • •• 112 
II. Separate Schools,. . . .. . • .• • . .. . . •. . . . .• . . .• • . .• . . .• • . ••• 114 

III. Common School Trustees,. . . . • • . • • • • • . . . . • • . . . • . .• • . • • • •• 116 
IV. Local Superintendents of Schools, ••..•••••••••••••••.•.••• 119 
V. Miscellaneous Provisions, .•...•.•••••....••••.. " . • •• . • ..• 121 

An ACT to Restore certain Rights to Parties therein named, 14th 
and 15th Victoria, chapter Ill, .......... '" ........... 128 

CIRCCLARS FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 

1. To Local Superintendents of Schools, .•.•.....•...•...•.•. ,. 129 
II. To Trustees of Common Schools in Townships, ....... " ..... 134 

III. To Boards of School Trustees in Cities, Towns, and Villages,. •. 138 
IV. To County Clerks,.. . • .• • • •. • . . . . . .. . . •. . . . . . . . . •. • . • • • •. HI 

ElJUVA.TlON OITIl'E, 

Toronto, July, IS":,, 





ANNO DECIMO TERTIO ET DECIMO QUARTO 
VICTORlh: REGINh:. 

CAP. XL VIII . 
.\n ,lc' for the better Establishment and llIaintenance of 

~ommon Schools in Upper ~anada. 

INDEX. 

l. Election and Duties of School Trustees................ 2 to 14 
II. Common School Teachers and their Duties .... •...•• _... 15 to 17 

III. Duties of TOll!nship Municipalities . ...... ..... .... .... 18 to 2. 
IV. Duties of Councils and Trustees in Cities, TOUJns, an(l 

Incorporated Villages .......•.•••..••••..•......... 21 to ~ 
V. Dut;es of County Municipal Councils .................. ~7 

V L Constitution and D,dies of County Boards of Public In· 
struction ______________________________ • ___________ 28 to :.'~ 

VII. Duties of Local Superintendents of Schools •........... 30 to 31 
HII. Duties of School {"isitors ............•••.•............. 32 to 33 

IX. Duties of Chi'!! Superintendent of Scltools ............ 34 to 3. 
X. Constitution and Duties of Council of Public Instruction 36 to 33 

)( /. Miscellaneous Prorisions .............................. 39 to 48 

[24th July. 1":,(' 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for Pre.mbk 
the better establishment and maintenance of Com- . 

mOD Schools in the several Villages, Towns, Cities, Townships and 
Counties of Upper Canada: Be it therefore enacted, by the Queen'. 
~08t Excellent ::Uajesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
/!.l'gislative Council and of the Legislativo Assembly of the Provinco 

B 
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of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the 
authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdbm 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, .An .Act to re-'Unite tke 
Prwinces of UlPer and Lower Ca.nada, a.nd for tke Gooernment 
Two Act. repeal- of Canada. And it is hereby enacted by the autho­
ed; Proviso. rity of the same, that the Act of the Parliament of 
this Province, passed in the seventh year of Her Majesty's reign, 
intituled "An Act for the bettor Establishment and Maintenance of 
Common Schools in Upper Canada," and also the Act passed in the 
twelfth year of Her Majesty's reign, ch. 83, and intituled " An Act 
fOr the better Establishment and Maintenance of Public Schools in 
Upper Canada, and for repealing the present School Act," shall be, 
II.nd the same are hereby repealed: Provided always, nevertheless, 
firstly, that no Act or part of an Act repealed by either of the Acts 
hereby repealed, shall be revived by the passing of this Act: And 
provided also, secondly, that the repeal of the said Acts shall not 
oKtend or be construed to extend to any act done, any penalty incur­
red, or any proceeding had under the said Acts, or either of them: 
.\ II ochool divi- And provided also, thirdly, that all School Sections 
"onl, elections, or other School divisions, together with all elections 
:o~::~:.ent8&c., and appointments to office, all agreements, contracts, 
confirmed. assessments, and rate-bills, made under the autho­
rity of the said Acts, or of any preceding Act, and not annulled by 
thQ said Acts or by this Act, or by any of them, shall be valid and 
in full force and binding upon all parties concerned, as if made under 
the authority of this Act, and shall so continue until altered, modified, 
or superseded, according to the provisions of this Act: And provided 
also, fourthly, that nothing herein contained shall affect the liability 
of any District, County, City, Town, or Township Superintendent 
of Common Schools, to the Municipal Corporation to which he would 
otherwise be responsible for the same, for any moneys received by 
him under either of the said Aots ; but the liabilities of overy such 
8uperintendent for such moneys shall be and remain as if this Act 
had not been passed: And provided also, fifthly, that nothing in the 
!'aid Act secondly above recited, contained, shall extend, or be con­
~trued to oxtend, to have repealed any Act of the Parliament of this 
Province, whereby provision was made for the appropriation of 
monoy from the consolidated revenue fund of this Province, for or 
towards the establishment and maintenance of Common Schools in 
this Province, or in any part thereof. 
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1. ELBCTION AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 

II. And be it enacted, That the annual meetings Annual Scbool 

for the elections of School Trustees, as hereinafter ::'e~~tintt'ro~~hO~~ 
provided by this Act., shall be held in all the Villages, ~;"'~d' W~dn~~ 
Towns, Cities, and Townships of Upper Canada, on day in Jaftuary al 

the second Wednesday in January, in each year, 10 o'clock, A. ]I. 

commencing at the hour of Ten of the clock in the forenoon. 

III. And be it enacted, That in all School divi­
sions (except in Cities, Towns, and Incorporated 
Villages) which have been established according to 
law, and which have been called" School Sections," 

One Trustee in 
each Scbool Sec­
tion to be elected 
at each annual 
Scbool meettng. 

and in which there shall be three Trustees in office at the time this 
Act shall come into force, one Trustee shall be elected to office at 
each ensuing annual school meeting, in place of the one who shall 
have been three years in office: Provided always, Provloo, Same 
that the same individual, if willing, may be re- individual may 

clected: And provided also, that no School Trustee ~lre~ll~c~~~, ~u~ 
shall be re-elected, except by his own consent, during ~~:::.nl for four 
the four years next after his going out of office. 

IV. And be it enacted, That whenever any school 
section shall be formed in any Township, as provided 
in the eighteenth section of this Act, the Clerk of 

Mode of •• lIiog 
Ibe firol SchOOl 
meeting in a new 
ScbOOI ... tion. 

the Township shall communicate to the person appointed to call the 
first school meeting. for the election of Trustees, the description and 
number of such school section; and such person shall, within twenty 
days thereafter, prepare a notice in writing, describing such sectioB, 
and appointing a time and place for the first school section meeting, 
and shall cause copies of such notice to be posted in at least three 
public places in such school section, at least six days before the time 
of holding such meeting. 

V. And be it enacted, That at every such first 
school section meeting, the majority of the freehold­
ers or householders of such school section present, 
shall elect one of their own number to preside over 
the proceedings of such meeting, and shall also ap­
point 8. Secretary, whose duty it shall be to record 8.11 

Mode of proceed· 
Ing at tbe first 
meeting in a new 
School section. 
Election ofChail­
man and StN:I'­
tary. 
Duty of the 8e­
cretary. 
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Chawuall. 
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the proceedings of such meeting; and the Chair­
man of such meeting shall decide all q~estionB of 
order, subject to an appeal to the meeting, and shall 

g-ive the casting vote in case of an equality of votes, and shall hava 
no vote except as Chairman, and shall take the votes in such manner 
'" .<hall be desired by the majority of the electors present, and shall. 
A ~"" to be at the request of any two electors, grant a poll for 
;;~~~:~ o~t ~~; recording the names of the voters by the Secretary: 
IWO .Iectors. and it shall be the duty of the electors present at 
«UM meeting, or a majority of them, to elect from the freeholders Cor 
Th,ee Truslees householders in such section, three Trustees, who 
10 be .,Iected. shall respectively continue in office as follows :-
;.;:,~~rofffc~etiri"g the last person elected shall continue in office until 

the next ensuing annual school meeting in such sec­
'jou. "nd until his ~ucceS80r is elected; the second person elected, 
,'W year, and thc first person elected, two years, from such next 
"n"ming annual school meeting, and until their successors are elected 
I'ro,·i80' copy of respectively: Provided always, that a correct copy 
::':I~;;~:::;d' ,~o,~: of the proceedings of such first school section meet­
/,'cal Supe';nl.n. ing, and of every annual school section meeting. 
'''0' ..r Sohools, signed by the Chairman and Secretary, shall be forth-

with transmitted by the Secretary to the Local 
Superintendent of Schools. 

,~~~:~~e~;f'~snnau~1 VI. And be it enacted, That at every annual 
School secl,i,," school section meeting in any Township, as autho· 
lIIeeliDS_ rized and required to be held by the second section 
(Jf this Act, it spall be the duty of the freeholders" or householders 
,)f such section, present at such meeting, or a majority of them,-

Election and du· 
ties of' Chairman 
;101'1 8('t-retary. 

"() receive and 
decide upou tlie 
~mual financial 
report of lhe 
TrU9lC~. 

To elect one or 
naore Trustees. 

Firstly. To elect a Chairman and Secretary, who 
shall perform th~ duties required of the Chairman 
and Secretary, by the fifth section of this Aot. 

Secondly. To receive and decide upon the report 
of the Trustees, as authorized and provided for by 
the eighteenth clause of the twelfth section of this 
Act. 

Thirdly. To elect one or more persons as Trustee 
or Trustees, to fill up the vaoancy or vacanoies in 
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the Trustee Corporation, according to· law: Provided always, that 
no Teacher in eu~h sef;tion shall hold the office of School Trustee. 

FO'Urtkl.y. To decide upon the manner in which 
the salary of the Teacher or Teachers, and all the 
expenses connected with the operations of the School 
or Schools, shllil be provided for. 

To decide upon 
tbe manner of 
providing for the 
expenses of the 
Scbool. 

VII. And be it enaoted, That if any person offer- ~~~~g a:ote~:a~; 
ing to vote at an u.nnual or other school section meet- School meetinga. 

ing, shall bo challenged as unqualified by any legal voter in such 
'section, the Chairmu.n presiding at such meeting shall require the per­
son iO offering, to make the following declaration:- Declaration reo 
"I do declare and affirm that I am a freeholder [or qui red. 

" householder] in this sohool section, and that I am legally qualified 
" to vote at this meeting." And every person making such declara­
tion, shall be permitted to vote on all questions proposed at such 
meeting; but if any person shall refuse to make such declaration, 
his vote shall be rejected: l'rovided always, that Proviso, Penalty 

ev~ry pers~n :vho shall wilfully make a false ~ecla- ~~r,e ':l:~~~~tiO~ 
fatlOn of hiS right to vote, shall be deemed gwlty of and for voung 
IL misdemeanor, and punishable by fine or imprison- illegally. 

ment, at the discretion of any Court of Quarter Sessions, or by a 
penalty of not less than one pound five shillings, or more than two 
pounds ten shillings, to be sued for and recovered, Mode of recove,· 

with costs, by the Trustees of the school section, for ~~~ '~~b :;~~~i 
its use, before any Justice of the Peace, having lion. 

jurisdiction within such school section. 

Vffi. And be it enacted, That if any person Penally for ",r~f' 

chosen as Trustee, shall refuse to serve, he shall k~io:,~ ~;=~ 
forfeit the sum of one pound five shillings; and every person BO 

chosen and not having refused to accept, who shall a.t any time refuse 
or neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
five pounds; which sum or Bums may be sued for and recovered by 
tAe Trustees of the school section, for its use, before any such Justice 
of the peace: Provided alwa.ys, that anY' person Pl'8Vioo, Mode 

h T . 'tLth ~~~~ C osen as rustee may, resign WI II e consent reot",lnl the 0(-

of hie colleagues ill offi.ee and of tRe Local Super-in- de", of T_ 

tendent, expressed in writ.ing • 
• 3 
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Penalty for not IX. And be it enacted, That in case no annual 01" 

~~v~~gng~le :i~~~~ other school seotion meeting be held for want of the 
meeling. proper notice, the Trustees or other person whose 
duty it was to give such notice, shall respectively and individually 
Mode of recover. forfeit the sum of one pound five shillings, to be sued 
ing and applying for and recovered for the purposes of such school 
sucb penalty. section, on the complaint of any resident in such 
section, before any such Justice of the Peace: Provided always, 
that in the default of the holding of any school section meeting, as 
hereinbefore authorized by this Act, for want of the proper notice, 
then any two freeholders or householders in such section, arc hereby 
Mode of calling authorized, within twenty days after the time at 
fn s~:?;~ltm~~t:~~ which such meeting should have been held, to call 
annu.1 meeting such meeting by giving six days' notice, to be posted 
not being called. in at least three public places in such school section j 

Duti .. and pow· and the meeting thus called shall possess all the 
r~:Of sucb meet· power, and perform all the duties of the meeting, in 

the place of which it shall have been called. 

X. And be it enacted, That the Trustees in each Trustees to be a 
Corporation. 

school section shall be a Corporation, under the name 
of" The Trustees of Schoul Section, Number -, in the Township 
Proviso, Such of ---, in the County of --- j" Provided 
~~~~::l~~~ w~~: always, that no such Corporation of any school sec­
wo",ofTruslee tion shall cease by reason of the want of Trustees, 
but in case of such want, any two freeholders or householders of 
such section shall have authority, by giving six days' notice, to be 
posted in at least three public places in such section, to call a meet­
Mode of eleclin~ ing of the freeholders or house~olders, who shall 
Dew Trustees, if proceed to elect three Trustees, III the manner pre­
nece .. ary. scribed in the fifth section of this Act, and the Trus­
tees thus elected shall hold and retire from office in the manner pre­
scribed for Trustees elected under the authority of the said fifth 
section of this Act. 

:'~~~f~~;i::;'n: XI. And be it enacted, That in any case of difFe-
school-bouse. rence as to the site of a school-house between the 
majority of the Trustees of a school section and a majority of, the 
freeholders or householders, at a special meeting called for that pur­
pose, ellch party shall ehoose one p9rson as arbitrator, and the two 
arbitrlltors thUB chosen, and the local Superintendent, or any pe1'8on 
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appointed by him to act on his behalf, in case of his inability to 
attend, or a majority of them, shall finally decide on the matter. 

XII. And be it enac~ed, That it shall be the duty 
of the Trustees of each school section: 

Duties of T,.,.. 
tees. 

Fir,tly. To appoint one of themselves, or some To appoint a Se­
other person, to be Secretary-treasurer to the Cor- ~;:~~fi~!~ .. ure., 

poration; and it shall be the duty of such Secretary -treasurer to 
give such security for the correct and safe keeping and forthcoming 
(when called for) of the papers and moneys belonging to the Cor­
poration, as may be required by a majority of the Trustees; to keep 
a record of all their proceedings, in a book procured for that purpose; 
to receive and account for all school moneys collected by rate-bill, 
subscription, or otherwise, from the inhabitants of such school sec­
tion ; to disburse such moneys in such manner as may be directed by 
the majority of the Trustees. 

Secrmdly. To appoint, if they shall think it expe- ~~~r~\~~~a::!: 
dient, a Collector (who may also be Secretary-trea-
surer), to collect the rates they have imposed, or shall impose upon 
the inhabitants of their school section, or which the said inhabitants 
may have subscribed; and to pay to such Collector, Hi. remu,...,..., 
at the rate of not less than five or more than ten per tion. 

oont., on the moneys collected by him for his trouble in collecting ~ 
and every Collector shall give such security as may Collector 10 pe 
be satisfactory to the Trustees, and shall havo the .. curil)'. 

same powers, by virtue of a warrant, signed by a Collector" 
majority of the Trustees, in collecting the school-rate powe ... 

or subscription, and shall proceed in the same manner as ordinary 
Collectors of County and Township rates or assessments. 

Thirdly. To take possession and have the custody Tru8tees 10 baoe 
lb. r.-oiloD and safe keeping of aU Common School property, aDd sa • keepil\ll 

which may have been acquired or given for Common =-o:'~!~:of;:: 
School purposes in such section, and to acquire and tr~~lnllu!lr­
hold as a Corporation, by any title whatsoever, any 
land, moveable property, moneys or ~ncome for Common School pur­
poses, until the power pereby given shall be taken away or modified, 
aooording to law,and to apply !he eame according to the terme or 
acquiring or receiving them. 
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Fourthly. To do whatever they may judge expe­Providing ecbool 
premises. 

dient with regard to tha building, repairing, renting, 
warming, furnishing and keeping in order the section school-house, 
and its appendages, wood-house, privies, enclosures, lands. and 
moycable property, which shall be held by them, and for ptocuring 
SchoolapparalUS apparatus and text-books for their School; alBo, to 
and books, rent, repair, furnish, warm, and keep in order a 
school-house, and its appcndages, if there be no suitable school-house 
belonging'to such section, or if a second school-house be required. 

Fifthly. To contract with and employ all Teach· To employ 
Teacbers. 

ers for such school section, and determine the amount 
of their salaries; and to establish, if they shall deem it expedient, 
To establish a by and with the consent of the local Superintendent 
felllale school. of Sohools, both a female and male school in such 
aection, each of which shall be subject to the same regulations and 
obligations as COmmol'l schools generally, 

'{;,o Tg::;he~:d;!; Sixthly. To give the Teacher or Teachers em­
school money', ployed by them, the necessary order or orders upon 
:~~I:ae;oT:a:~~ the Local Superintendent for the School Fund appor .. 
e", tioned and payable to their school section: Provided 
always, that the Trustees of any school section shall not give such 
order in behalf of any Teacher who does not, at the time of giving 
such order, hold a legal certificate of ~ualification. 

-:;,~ ~~~::t:8 f~f Seventhly. To provide for the salaries of Teachers 
Teacher. and tbe and aU other expenses of the School, in such man. 
~'cb~r;:1~8 ~: :~: ncr as may be desired by- a majority ofthe freehold· 
manner desired era or householders of such section, at the annual 
:Ih:Or.~!~:~r.. ~~ school meeting, or a speoial meeting called for that 
up.cialmeeli~G· purpose, and to employ all lawful means, as provided 
for by this Act, to collect the sum or sums requir()d for SUIl~ sa,lIJ.:ries 
and other e:!penses ; . and should the suII\s thus proviaeq b(l insuffi­
~ier;tt ~Q defray all the expenses of suc4 School, the Trnstees shall 
How 10 "'tide have authority to assess and cause to be colleQt~~ 
tor deft.rencle.. any additional rate, in order to pay th~ balancc ~f 
the 'J.'ea.cher's saiarf' and other expenses of such School. 

Ta~e-':~~'II~U!n: ,l;igkthly, 'fQ ma,ll.e out .. li~~ ~ ~Il l!~iI Qf a.Jl 
II'ljrlll\ll fill IIIJ pel"lloll£ ~atEld by them fQr t1!tt ~ehQOl purpo,ea Qf 
Colleclor, h 

suc section, and the aI/lQlJJlt ~y"blft \ty 4ll\oIl. Mil 
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to annex to such list a \Varrant, directed to the Collector of the 
Bohool section, for the collection of the several sums mentioned in 
such liilt: Provided always, that any school-rate Proviso, Such 

imposed by Trustees, according to this Act, may be rale-bill 10 bo 

made payable monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or ~~~~~~I~on~::f~ 
yearly, as they may think expedient. yearly, or yearly. 

Ninfhly. To apply to the Municipality of the To apply to the 

Township, or employ their own lawful authority, as ~~~~~~I;!r ~~~~ 
they may judge expedient, for the raising and col- . l~,::" f"o'f Ib::~~ 
lecting of all sums authorized in the manner here- muney •• 

inbefore provided, to be collected from the freeholders and house­
holders of such section, by rate, according to the valuation of taxa· 
ble property, as expressed in the Assessor or Collector's Roll; and 
the Township Clerk or other officer having posses-
sion of such roll, is hereby required to allo\\T any one ~~:~ t;p.~kow~~ 
of the Trustees, or their authorized Collcl'tor, to ~~~::ill 0c~~:! in 

make a copy of such roll, as far as it shall relate to 
their school section. 

Tenthly. To exempt wholly or in part, from the To exempt Indi­

payment of scho('ll rates, such indigent persons as gent perSOIl& 

they shall think proper, and the amount of tho same 
shall be a charge upon the other rateable inhabitants 
of the school section, and shall not be deducted from 
the salary of a Teacher. 

Teacher's salary 
not to be lessened 
thereby. 

Eleventhly. To sue for and recover by their name re~i~~~gde~~~ItE:J 
of office, the amounts of school rates or subscriptions the 8chool &eO­

due from persons residing without the limits of their lion. 

8chool section, Rnd tna:king default of payment. 

Twelfth/y. To appoint the place of each annual 
school meeting, and to Gause notices to bo posted in 
lit least three public places of such section, at least 

To notify and fu 
the place of the 
annual school 
meeting. 

six days before the time of holding such meeting; To call "pula! 

to call and give like notice of any special meoting of meeling •• 

the freeholders or householders of such section, for the filling up of 
lI.Dy vacancy in the Trustee Corporation, occasioned by death, rem~ 
val, or any other cause whatever, or for the seleotion of a new school 
Bite, or fo~ any other school purpose, as they may think proper. 
to specify the object or objeots of sueh meeting; Mode ofconduc .. 

ing special IDee" 
which meeting shall be organized, and its proceed- 10gB. 



ings recorded in the same manner, as those of an annual school meet­
Copy of Ihe pro- ing; and a copy of them, in like manner, shall be 
eeedingB 10 be transmitted to the Local Superintendent: Provided 
S~n;e:i~t~~~~~:} always, that in case of a vacancy in the office of any 
scbool'. of the Trustees, during the period for which they 
Continuance in shall have been respectively elected, the person or 
:~'~dO[OPru~s~~~ persons chosen to fill such vacancy, shall hold offiee 
canei... only for the unexpired term. 

To admit persons 
from 5 to 21 years 
of age to attend 
the school, on 
certain conditions 

Thirteenthly. To permit all residents in such sel}­
tion between the ages of five and twenty-one years 
of age, to attend the school, so long as their conduct 
shall be agreeable to the rules of such school, and 

so long as the fees or rates required to be paid on their behalf, are 
Exteprion in eer- duly discharged: Provided always, that this requir&­
tain cases. ment shall not extend to the children of persons in 
whose behalf a separate school shall have been established, accord­
ing to the nineteenth section of this act. 

Tn visillh •• ehool FourteentMy. To visit the school from time to 
.!te. time, and see that it is conducted according to the 
regulations authorized by law. 

:':p~~~h~~iJ ~~~~ Fifteenthly. To see that no authorized books are 
vide proper books used in the school, but that the pupils are duly sup­
forlbe Behool. plied with an uniform series of text books, sanctioned 
and recommended according to law; and to procure, annually, for 
the benefit of their school section, some periodical devoted to 
education. 

:e~p:~s~~r!~~~~~ Sixteenthly. To exercise aU the corporate powers 
.... e of refuBing vosted in them by this Act, for the fulfilment of any 
:e~~~~ecl~~~I1~ contract or agreement made by them; and in case 
~~e f~7m'~r:n/~f any of t~c Trustees shall wilfully neglect or refuse 
wnlr.et. to exerCise such powers, _he or they shall be perSOD­
ally responsible for the fulfilment of such contract or agreement. 

To appoint a 
Librarian, and 
provide for Ibe 
Mlabljshment 
and support of a 

Seventeenthly. To appoint a Librarian, and to take 
such steps as they may judge expedient, and as may 
be authorized according to law, for the establishment, 

ocbool library. safe-keeping, and proper management of a school 
library, whenever provision shall have been made and carried into 
effect for the establishment of school libraries. 
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Eighteenthly. To ascertain the number of chil- ~:m~'."r·r~~inr:s~~ 
dren between the ages of five and sixteen years dent children or 
residing in their section on the thirty-first day of school age. 

December in each year; and to cause to be prepared and read at 
the annual meeting of their section, their annual To read ibe scbool 

school report for the year then terminating, which ~':f.::r:c~~~h~:e'::: 
report shall include, among other things prescribed Ing. 

by law, a full and detailed account of Lhe receipts and expeuditures of 
all school moneys received and expended in behalf of such section, for 
any purpose whatsoever, during such year; and if such account shall 
not be satisfactory to a majority of the freeholders or 
householders present at such meeting, then a majo­
rity of the said freeholders or householders shall 
appoint one person, and the Trustees shall appoint 
another; and the two arbitrators thus appointed shall 

Proceeding in case 
the financial ae­
counl iB not sati&­
faNory to the 
majorily of tbe 
meeting. 

examine the said account, and their decision respecting it shall 00 
final: or, if the two arbitrators thus appointed shall not be able to 
agree, they shall select a third, and the decisiDn of the majority of 
the arbitrators so chosen shall be final; and such arbitrators, or a 
majority of them, shall have authority to collect, or cause to be col­
lected, whatever sum or sums may be awarded against any person or 
persons by them, in the same manner and under the same regulations 
as those according to which Trustees are authorized by the twelfth 
section of this Act to collect school rates; and the sum or sums 
thus collected shall be expended in the same manner as are other 
moneys for the Common School purposes of such section. 

Nineteenthly. To prepare and transmit, or cause 
to be prepared and transmitted annually, before the 
fifteenth day of January, a report to the Local Super­
intendent; which report shall be signed by the ma­
jority of the Trustees, and made according to a form 

To prepare and 
transmit, before 
the J5tbJanuary, 
the annual school 
report to tbe local 
Superintendent of 
Schools. 

provided by the Chief Superintendent of Schools, and shall specify: 
lst.-Tho whole time the school in their section ConlOnts o(,nch 

shall have been kept by a qualified Teacher during !;j~~!t~f keeping 
the year ending the thirty-first day of the previou5 the school open. 

December. 
."-mount of mo­
neys received, 
and from what 
sources, and how 
expended. 

2ndly.-The amount of moneys received from the 
school fund, from local rates or contributions, and 
from other sources, distinguishing the same; and 



)1\1mber of resi­
denl children of 
Scboolage. 

Auendance ()f 
pupils in winler 
imd summer. 

If. verage attend­
ance, both winter 
and summer. 

Branches taught, 
&te., text-books 
118ed, public ex­
aminations, vi­
'!.fits, lectures, &te. 
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the manner in which all such moneys have been 
expended. 

3rdly. The whole number of children residing in 
the school section, over the age of five years, and 
under the age of sixteen; the number of children 
and young persons taught in the school in winter 
and summer, distinguishing the sexes, and those 
who are over and under sixteen years of age; the 
average attendance of pupils in both winter and 
summer. 

4thly.-The branches of education taught in the 
school; the number of pupils in each branch; the 
text-books used; the number of public school exami­
nations, lecture:', and visits, and by whom, and such 

other information respecting the school premises, and library, as may 
be required in the form of a report provided by the Chief Superin­
tendent of Schools. 
Penalty of sign­
ing a false report 
by Ii Trustee; or 
of keeping a false 
register and mak~ 
109 falsp. relUme 
by a Teacher. 

XIII. And be it enacted, That every Trustee of a 
Common School who shall knowingly sigh a false 
report, and ,'very Teacher of a Common School who 
shall keep a false school register, or make a falBe 
return, with the view of obtaining a larger sum than 

we just proportion of school moneys eoming to such Common 
School, shall, for each offem'0, forfeit to the Common School Fund 
of the Township, the sum of five pounds, and may be prosecuted 
before any such Justice of the PeaeC', by any person whatever, and 
eonvicted on tho oath of anyone credible witness other than the 
prosecutor, and if convicted, the said penalty shall, if not forthwith 
paid, be levied with costs, by distrpss and sale of the goods and 
ohattels of the offender, under warrant of such J nstice, and paid over 
by him to the said Common School Fund, or the said offender shall 
be liable to be tried and punished for tho misdemeanor. 

~r~:~~ ~~~;. :~ Xl V. And bo it enacted, That no foreign boob 
eerlain <.se.. in the English branches of education shall be used 
in any Model or Common School, without the express permission of 
the Council of Public Instruction; nor shan any pupil in any such 
Varenlaland rell. School be required to read or study in or from any 
e~~drigbl8 pr<>- religious book, or join in any exercise of devo-

tion or religion, which shall be objected to by hip 
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or her parents or guardians: Provided always, that, within this limi­
tatioR, pupils shall be allowed to receive such religious instructioiJ 
as their parents and guardians shall desire, according to the !;cneral 
regulations which shall be provided according to law. 

II. COMMON SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND THEIR DUTIES. 

XV. And be it enacted, That no Teacher shall ~ei~II:!;fiJ~fiU.d 
be deemed a qualified Teacher within the meaning 
of this Act, who shall not, at the time of his engaging with the Trus­
tees, and applying for payment from the School Fund, hold a Certi­
ficate of qualification, as hereinafter provided by this Ad; Pr"',irl~d 
always, that Certificates of qualification given by P,ovi", 

local Superintendents, shall be in force until the first of .J auuary. on~ 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 

XVI. And be it enacted, That it shall be the dutv Duties of Teachers. 
of every Teacher of a Common School,- . 

Firstly. To teach diligently and faithfully all the ~ol:~ta~cJ~~~~~~ 
branches required to bo taught in the Schoo!, accord- llIen!. 

ing to the terms of his engagement with the Trustees, and according' 
to the provisions of this Act. 

SfXondly. To keep the daily, weekly, and monthly To keep",.""" 

(ilr quarterly registers of the School; to maintain To mainlaiR ,1,,_ 
proper order and discipline therein, according to the cipliu •. 

forms and regulations which shall be provided ac-
cording to law; also to keep a Visitors' book (which ~~le~~oC~;­
the Trustees shall cause to be provided for that 
purpose,) and he shall enter therein the visits made to his school, and 
shall present such book to cach Visitor, and request him to ma"l' 
such remarks as may have been suggested by such visit. 

Thirdly. To have, at the end of each quarter, a ~~JY ha;'~a~}~I~~= 
public examination of his school, of which he shall lions. &, 

give due notico, through the pupils, to their parents and guardiol15. 
and the Trustees of the school, and of which he shall also give 
due notice to any School Visitors who shall reside in or a<linc(·nl. to 
such school section. 

Fourthly. To furnish to the Local or Chief Super­
intendent of Schools, when desired, any in/ormation 
which it may be in his pow(·r to give re"p(·(·ting any 

C 

To l!ive informa­
(i.,,, 1'1 the LIIC81 

fir Chif'f Super­
illlew!ent 



18 

thing connected with the operations of his ·school, or in anywise 
affecting its interests or character. 

To deliver pa­
pers, &c. 

Fifthly. To keep carefully, and at the time of his 
leaving a school, to deliver up to the order of the 

Trustees, the registers and Visitors' book, appertaining to the school: 

Proviso. 

Provided always, that he shall, at all times, when 
desired by them, give Trustees or Visitors access 
to such registersaud Visitors' book. 

Proteelion of XVII. And be it enacted, That any Teacher shall 
teocbers in case be eutitled to be paid at the same rate mentioned in 
or dismissal. his agreement with the Trustees, even at the expi­
ration of the period of his agreement, until the Trustees shall have 
paid him the whole of his salary, as Teacher of the school, according 
Mode or seWing to their engagement with him: Provided always, 
~~~n~i~~r:~~eir~ that in case of any difference between Trustees and 
between Tru" •• s a Teacher in regard to his salary, the sum due to 
and Te.cbers. him, or any other matter in dispute between them, 
it shall be lawful to submit such matter in dispute to arbitation, and 
each party shall choose one Arbitrator, and in case either party in 
the first instance shall neglect or refuse to name and appoint an 
Arbitrator on his behalf, it shall be lawful for the party requiring 
such arbitration, by a notice in writing to be served upon the party 
so neglecting or refusing to mal{e such appointment, to require the 
opposite party within three days, inclusive of the day of the service of 
such notice, to name and appoint an Arbitrator on his behalf, 
which notice shall name the Arbitrator of the party serving such 
notice; and in case the party upon whom such notice is served 
shall not, within the three days mentioned in such notice, name and 
appoint >'uch arbitrator, then the party requiring such arbitration 
shall and may nominate and appoint the second arbitrator, and the 
two Arbitrators in either way chosen, and the Local Superintendent, 
or any person chosen by him to act on his behal!~ in casc he cannot 
attend, or any two of them, shall have full authority to make an 
award between them, and such award shall be final: Provided al­
ways, that, so often as any such submission shall fall through, it shall 
be lawful to re-submit the matters in dispute until a final award 
,hall be made between them. 

• 
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Ill. DUTIES OF TOWNSWP COUNCILS. 

XVIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Municipality of each Township in Upper 
Canada: 

Duties of Town· 
sbip Councils. 

Firstly. To levy such sum, by assessment, upon To levy assess­
the taxable property in any school section, for the menta for com· 

purchase of a school-site, the erection, repairs, rent- ;o~~8,s~~od~Bf~d 
ing and furnishing of a school-house, the purchase of by trU"ee,. 

apparatus and text-books for the school, books for the library, salary 
of \he Teacher, as shall be desired by the Trustees of such school­
section, on behalf of the majority of the freeholders or householders at 
a public meeting called for such purpose or purposes, as provided 
for by the twelfth section of this Act: Provided al- To aUlhorize a 
ways, that such Municipality may, if it shall judge loan, al its dl,· 

expedient, grant to the Trustees of any school sec- ~~er~~~~e f~~d t~ 
tion, on their application, authority to borrow any ~~~\~~g~~ ,cbool 
sum or 2ums of money which may be necessary fer 
the purposes herein mentioned, in respect to school-sites, school­
houses and their appendages, or for the purchase or erection of a 
Teacher's residence, and cause to be levied upon the taxable proper­
ty in such section, such sum in each year as shall be necessary for 
the payment of the interest thereon, and as shall be sufficient to pay 
off the principal within ten years. 

Secondly. To levy, at its discretion, such sum or To eSlabli,h a 
sums as it shall judge expedient for procuring the ~~h~~r,h~r i~!d~:~ 
site and for the erection and support of a Township cretion. 

Model School, and for purchasing books for a Township Library, un­
der such regulations as shall be provided according to law: Provided 
always, that the members of the Township Munici- Members of Ih. 

pality shall be the Trustees of such Model School, ~f.";~s~~ ?;r~,~: 
and shall possess the powers of Common School tees of such Mo· 

Trustees in respect to all matters affecting such ~~eSC~~OI mor< 

Model School; Provided also, that the Trustees of Common Schois 

anyone or more C?mmon Sc~ools shall have aUthor- ~~~ ~;e m~~~.~ 
ity, at their discretIOn, and With the consent of such School. 

Council, to merge their school or schools, into such Model School: 
and provided likewise, that tuition to student-teachers in such Model 
School shall be free. 
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Thit·dly. To fOTm portions of the Township, where 'fo rornl new 
school sections. 

no schools have been established, into school sec­
tlOns; to appoint a person in each IIew school section to call the first 
school section meeting; and to cause such person to be notified in 
the manner prescribed in the fourth section of this Act. 

1'0 alter and Fourthly. To alter any school section already 
~:',~': ~~~~~I ~:~: established, and to unite two or more school sections 
laiD condltious. into one, at the request of the majority of the free~ 
holders or householders in each of such sections, expressed at & 

public meeting called by the Trustees for that purpose : Provided 
~::" ~:c~\~.f f~,~ always, that the first election of Trustees in such 
Trustees in an section, consisting of two or more sections united, 
uulted section. shall be appointed and held in the same manner as 
i8 pr'~vid(:d for in the fourth section of this act in respect to 
Altemllons 10 a new school section: Provided secondly, that any 
.cbool "Clion. alteration in the boundaries of a school section shall 
not to go into 
eneCl "efore Ihe not go into effect before the twenty-fifth day of 
;~,'!'r .~::~~~'i'~,~r, December next after the time when it shall have 

All panies con­
cerned '0 bp ap­
prized of intend­
h! altPrations in 
::;..:11001 sections. 

been made: nor shall any step be taken towards the 
alteration of the boundaries of any school section, 
Ror any application be entertained for that purpose, 
unless it shall clearly appear that all parties affeeted 
by such alteration have been duly notified of such 
intended step or application: Provided thirdly, that 

::r::~':~~~o~~ :~: the several parts of such united or altered school sec­
cured. tions shall have the same claim to a share of the Com­

UISflOEial and ap­
plication (If pro­
perty of altered 
f'clioOI sections. 

mon School Fund, to which they would have been 
entitled, had they not been altered or united: and 
pmvided fourthly, that any sehool site, or school-house, 
or other school property which shall not be required 

in consequence of such alterations or union of school sections, shall 
be disposed of, by salo or otherwise, in such a manner as a majority 
of the freeholders or householders in the altered or united school 
"ections shall think proper, at a public meeting called for that pur­
P05l', and the proceeds shall be applied to the erection of a new 
~ohool-house, or other Common School purposes of such united or 
altNed sections; except th!l.t the inhabitants tranferred from one 
Rohool section to another, shall be entitled, for the Common School 
purposes of the section to which they are attached, to such a propor-
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tion of the proceeds of the disposal of such school house or other 
Common School property, as the assessed value of their property 
bears to that of the other inhabitants of the school section from 
which they shall have been separated: Provided fifthly, that Union 
school sections, consisting of parts of two or more ~~:?~n:c~~~~ed 
Townships, may be formed and altered, (under the and altered by 

conditions prescribed in this clause in respect to al- ~~'l!~;:~iD~~ 
terations of other school sections,) by the Reeves and dents. 

Local Superintendent or Superintendents of the Townships out of 
parts of which such sections are proposed to be formed, at a meet­
ing appointed for that purpose by any two of such Town Reeves; of 
which meeting the other party or parties authorized to act with 
them shall be duly notified; Provided, sixthly, that each union school 
section composed of portions of adjoining Townships, shall, for all 
purposos of Trustee elections and control, be deemed one school 
section, and shall be considered, in respect to superintendence a;d 
taxing for the erection of a school house, as belonging to the Town­
ship in which the school house may be situated. 

Fifthly. To cause the Clerk of such Township, CopleoefcerlaiD 

to furnish the Local Superintendent of Schools with f~:i.:~d~ 10 b. 
a copy of all the proceedings of such Council relating 
to the formation or alteration of school sections, all School assess­
ments and other educational matters. 

XIX. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Municipal Council of any Township, and of 
thc Board of School Trustees of any City, Town, or 

Ma, establiob 
separate schools 
for ProtestBot8 
Roman Catholics 
aDd Coloured 

incorporated Village, on the application in writing of People. 

twelve or more resident heads of families, to authorize the establish­
ment of one or more separate schools for Protestants, Roman Catho­
lics or coloured people, and, in such case, it shall prescribe the limits 
of the divisions or sections for such schools, and shall make the 
same provision for the holding of the first meeting for the election of 
Trustees of each such separate school or schools, as is provided in the 
fourth section of this Act for holding the first school meeting in a 
new school section: Provided always, that each such separate school 
shall go into operation at the same time with alterations in school 
sections, and shall be under the same regulations in respect to the 
persons for whom such school is permitted to be established, as are 

c3 
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Manner of el.ct· Common Schools generally: Provided secondly, that 
~~~h ~~~~l::t~ io none but coloured people shall be allowed to vote 
.cbool sectioos. for the election of Trustees of the' separate school for 
their children, and none but the parties petitioning for the estab­
lishment of, or sending children to a separate Protestant or Roman 
Catholic school, shall vote at the election of Trustees of such school: 

Provided thirdly, that each such separate Protestant, 
t;~~ingOfsc~g~?r. or Roman Catholic, or coloured school shall be enti­
mooeys to them. tied to share in the school fund according to the aver­
age attendance of pupils attending each snch separate school, (the 
mean attendance of pupils for both summer and winter being taken,) as 
compared with the whole average attendance of pupils attending the 
Common Schools in such City, Town, Village or Township: Provided 
fourthly, that no Protestant separate school shall be allowed in any 
school division except when the Teacher of the Common School is a 
Roman Catholic, nor shall any Roman Catholic separate school be 
allowed except when tho Teacher of the Common School is a Pro­
Proviso as to testant. Provided fifthly, that the Trustees of the 
certain returns. Common School sections within the limits of which 
such separate school section or sections shall have been formed, shall 
not include the children attending such separate school or schools, in 
their return of children of school age residing in their school sections. 

May unite all the XX. And be it enacted, That whenever the ma­
~~b~OIT;!C~!~~~ jority of the resident householders of the several 
UDder the maD' school sections of any Township, at public meetiBgs 
~~~~JD~f o~r~~~ called by Trustees for that purpose, shall desire to 
tees, at tbe reo abolish local school section divisions, and have all 
~U~}\h~ as~~t~!; their schools conducted under one system, and one 
cODcerned. management, like the schools in Cities and Towns, 
the Municipality of such Township shall have authority to comply 
with their request thus expressed, by passing a By-law to that 
effect; and all the Common Schools of such Township shall be 
managed by one Board of Trustees, one of whom shall be chosen in 
and for each ward of the Township, if the Township be divided into 
wards, and if not then the whole number shall be chosen in and for 
the whole Township, and invested with the same powers, and subject 
to the same obligations, as are provided and required, in respect to 
Trustees ill Cities and Towns, by the twenty-fourth section of this 
Act. 
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IV. COUNCILS AND TRUSTEES IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND INCOBPORAT£J:I 

VILLAGES, AND THEIR DUTIES. 

XXI. And be it enacted, That the Council or Power80fMuni. 
Common Council of each City or incorporated Town tip_I Countils I. 
in Upper Canada, shall be, and is horeby invested, CHies &. TowQ8. 

within its limits and liberties as prescribed by law, and shall be 
subject to the same obligations as are the Municipal Counci! of 
each County and the Municipality of each Township by the eight­
eenth and twenty-seventh sections of this Act: Provided never­
theless, that the appointment of the Local Superintendent of Schoo Ie 
for such City or Town, shall be made by the Board of School Trus­
tees for such City or Town. 

XXII. And be it enacted, That in each ward in- rew;I;~~:JI~~S '" 
to which any City or Town is, or shall be divided eath ward ofCl· 
according to law, two fit and proper persons shall lies and Towne 

be elected School Trustees by a majority of all the taxable inhab­
itants of such ward; one of which Trustees (to be Mode of MiriDg 

determined by lot, at the first Trustee meeting after frum 016«. 

their election) shall retire from office the second 'Vednesday of Janu­
ary following his election; and the second of whom shall continue 
in office one year longer, and until his successor is Person.lhus 

elected; and the persons thus elected shall form one ~~:!ld :; f~~u! 
Board of School Trustees for such City or Town. tees. 

XXIII. And be it enacted, That on the second ~:e ~~~!~e :~ 
Wednesday in January of each year, at the time pre- eacb ward of a 
scribed by the second section of this Act, one fit and ~I~~ec~~l~':~ 
proper person shall be elected Trustee in each ward ne.day i. Jan .... 
of every City and Town, and shall continue in office ary of each year. 

two years, and until his successor is elected: Provided always, that 
such election shall be held at the place where the last municipal 
election was held for such ward, and under the di- Mode of bolding 
rection of thc same returning officer, or, in his default, oucb eletlioo. 

of such person as the electors present shall choose; and such elec-
t tion shall be cOllducted in the same manner as an ordinary munici­

pal election in each ward of such City or Town. 

XXIV. And be it enacted, That the Board of ~:o be a torpora­

School Trustees for each City and Town, shall be a 
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Duties of Ibe corporation under the name of "The Board of 
!~~rtn ~!CbTgls~ School Trustees of the City (or Toum) of ~ 
or Town. in the County of ;" (the first meeting 
thereof may be called in the City or Town Council room by any 
Trustee), and it shall be the duty of such Board,-

To appolnl cer- Firstly. To appoint annually or oftener, a Chair­
taln officers. &c. maD, Secretary, Superintendent of Schools, and one 
or more collectors of school rates, (if required); and to appoint the 
times and places of their meetings, and the mode of calling them, of 
conducting and recording their proceedings, and of keeping all their 
School accounts. 

To bold Scbool Secondly. To take possession of all Common School 
Property, &c. property, and to accept and hold as a Corporation 
all property which may have been acquired or given for Common 
School purposes in such City or Town, by any title whatsoever; to 
manage or dispose of such property, and all moneys or income for 
Common School purposes, until the power hereby given shall be 
taken away or modified by law, and to apply the same, or the pro­
ceeds, to the objects for which they have been given or acquired. 

~e~J':~~· ~~~ViS. Thirdly. To do whatever they may judge expe­
Ion. In respeCI 10 dient with regard to purchasing or renting school 
~r~'::t'::~~. ~~~?ul sites and premises; building, repairing, furnishing, 
books, &c. warming and keeping in order the school-house or 
school-houses, and its or their appendages, lands, enclosures and 
movable property; for procuring suitable apparatus and text-books; 
and for the establishment and maintenance of a school library or 
sohool libraries. 

To determine the Fourthly. To determine the number, sites, kind 
~;m:Ceh"O~: ;~::.~ and description of schools which shall be established 
ploy Teacbe". and maintained in such City or Town; the Teacher 
&c. or Teachers who shall be employed, the terms of 
employing them, the amount of their remuneration, and the duties 
which they are to perform ; the salary of the Superintendent of 
Schools appointed by them and his duties; and to adopt, at their 
discretion, such measures as they shall judge expedient, in concur­
rence with the Trustees of the County Grammar School, for uniting 
one or more of the Common Schools of the City or Town with such 
Grammar School. 
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Fifthly. To appoint annually, or oftener, if they 
shall judge expedient, for the special charge, over­
sight, and management of each school within such 
City or Town, and under such regulations as they 
shall think proper to prescribe, a committee of not 
more than three persons for each school. 

To appoint a 
committee of 
three to lake the 
special cbarge of 
tach school. 

Sixthly. To prepare from time to time, and lay ~'~:: .. :~~ I~: .. ;~ 
before the Municipal Council of such City or Town, pen, •• of Ibe 
an estimate of the Bumor sums which they shall judge "hool •• 

expedient, for paying the whole or part of the salaries of Teachers ; 
for purchasing or renting school prcmises: for building, renting, 
repairing warming, furnishing and keeping in order the school-houses 
and their appendages and grounds; for procuring suitable apparatus 
and text-books for the schools; for the establishment and mainte­
nance of school libraries ; and for all the necessary expenses of the 
schools under their charge; and it shall be the duty The MNniclpaJ 

of the Common Councilor Council of such City or ~i°';:,"~~: .'::.:b P:;': 
Town, to provide such sum or sums in such manner penses. 

a.s shall be desired by said Board of School Trustees. 

Seventhly. To levy at their discretion, any rates ~~e J~i~fs a~t~t 
upon the parents or guardians of children attending discretion. 

any school under their charge; and to employ the same means for 
collecting such rates, as Trustees of Common Schools in any Town­
ship may do under the twclfth section of this Act: Provided 
always, that all moneys thus collected ~hall be paid The ,urn. lb." 

ruto the hands of the Chamberlain or Treasurer, of collected 10 be 

such City or To\vn for the Common School purposes r.:~~s in~f :r~ 
of the same, and shall be subject to the order of the ~~::.~~;:~in or 
said Board of School Trustees. 

Eighthly. To give orders to Teachers and other 
school officers and creditors upon the Chamberlain 
or Treasurer of such City or Town, for the sum 
or sums which shall be due them. 

To eive orde1'& 
(or the payment. 

. of Teachers, &c. 

NintMy. To call and give notice of annual and ~~~~: 'Dr~I"::i 
special Bchool meetings of the taxable inhabitants of meetings_ 

such City or Town, or of any \Vard in it, in the same manner and 
under the same regulations as are prescribed in the twelfth section 
of this Act, for the appointment of annual and special school meet-
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Continuance 10 ings in the school sections of Townships : Provided 
~~:t~doff)Pfiel~s~!~ always, that any person eleeted at any special ward 
eancle.. school meeting, to fill a vacancy which shall have 
occurred in the Board of Trustees, from any cause whatever, shall 
hold office only during the unexpired part of the term for which the 
person whose place shall have become vacant, was elected to serve. 

;;~pi~:e a~~atd~~; Tenthly. To see that all the pupils in the schools 
oupplied with are duly supplied with an uniform series of autho-' 
~perlextbook.. rized text-books; to appoint a Librarian, and take 

charge of the school library or libraries, whenever 
established. 

~~o!acvoend~~~~ Eleventkly. To see that all the schools under their 
according to law. charge are conducted, according to the regulations 
To prepare aDd authorized by law; and, at the close of each year, 
~~~~,h r~;~~JI:: to prepare and publish, in one or more of the public 
&c. papers, or otherwise, for the information of the in­
habitants of such City or Town, an annual report of their proceed­
ings, and of the progress and stato of the schools under their charge; 
of the receipts and expenditure of all school moneys; and to pre­
To prepare and pare and transmit annually, before the fifteenth of 
~:~,':::~Ior~~o ~~~ January, to the Chief Superintendent of Schools, a. 
ChiefSuperinten- report, signed by a majority of thfl Trustees, and 
deDt of Schoo'.. containing all the information required in the reports 
of Common SCRool Trustees, by the twelfth section of this Act, and 
any additional items of information which may be lawfully required, 
Conlents of Rucb and made according to a form which shall be pro­
,eport. vided for that purpose by the Chief Superintendent 

of Schools. 
Powers of Munt­
e.:ipal Councils in 
Incorporated vii· 
!ages. 

xxv. And be it enacted, That the Municipality 
of every incorporated Village, shall possess and 
exercise all the powers, and be subject to all the 

obligations with regard to the levying and raising of moneys for 
Common School purposes, and for the establishment and maintenance 
bf school libraries, within the limits of such incorporated Village, as 
are conferred and imposed by this Act upon the Municipal Corpora­
Pirst eleclion of tions of Cities: Provided always, that on the second 
trustees in sucb Wednesday in January, one thousand eight hundred 
W~~gne:~d!~e 2i~ and fifty-one, in each such incorporated Village, at 
Jaouary. 1851. the place of the then last annual election of Council-
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lars, there shall be a meeting of the taxable inhabitants of such 
incorporated Village, and which meeting shall be How sucb elec­
organized and conducted in the same manner as is tions to b. beld 
prescribed in the twenty-third section of this Act, and conducted. 

for the conducting of annual school meetings in the wards of Cities 
and Towns; and at such meeting, six fit and proper Six Trustees to 

persons, from among the resident freeholders or r:c~:;~~ti:d e:i,~ 
householders, shall be elected School Trustees for age. 

such incorporated Village; and the persons thus ;::~~: f~:mr~~~ 
chosen shall be divided by lot into three classes, of 
two individuals each, to be numbered one, two, three ; the first class 
shall hold office one year, the second, two years, and the third, three 
years, and until their successors are elected; but each Trustee retiring 
from office shall be eligible to be re-elected with his own consent : 
Provided secondly, that there shall be a like school Two Trustee. to 

meeting annually in each such incorporated Village, ~~.~f;~ed ~~~~~~ 
at which two persons shall be chosen Trustees, in school meeting. 

the place of the two retiring from office, and shall continue in office 
two years, and until their successors are elected: Provided thirdly, 
that the fint annual school meeting in each incorpo- Mode of c.lling 

rated Village, shall be called by the Town-reeve of the first annual 
such Village, who shall cause notices to be posted in scbool meeting. 

at lelst six public places of such Village, at least six days before 
the time of holding such meeting. 

XXVI. And be it enacted, That the Trustees 
elected in each incorporated Village, according to 
the provisions of the preceding section, shall succeed 
to all the rights, powers, obligations and liabilities of 
the present Trustees of such incorporated Village, 

The trusleesthD8 
elected in eacb 
incorporated vil­
lage (0 succeed 10 
all the rigbts, ob. 
ligations, &c., or 
the present uus­
tees. 

and shall be a Corporation under the title of the To be a corpora­
"Board of School Trustees of the incorporated Vil- lion. 
lage of--, in the County of--;" and shall possess 
all the powers, and be subject to all tho obligations, 
within the limits of such incorporated Village, as are 
conferred and imposed by the twenty-fourth section 
of this Act, upon the Trustees of Cities and Towns. 

Their powers. 
obligations, and 
duties the same 
as t hose of trUs­
tees in cities and 
tOWDS. 

V. DUTIES OF COCXTY MUXICIPAL COUNCILS. 

XXVII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Municipal Council of each County: 

Duties of COD DIY 
couDcils. 



28 

!~s~:~: i~Ye::h Firstly. To cause to be levied each year upon the 
year, a sum equal several Townships of such County, such sum or 
~~~~I ~~;~;at~~: sums of money for the payment of the salaries of 
portioned to such legally qualified Common School Teacher~ as shall 
county. at least be equal (clear of all charges of collection) 
to the amount of school money apportioned to the several Townships 
thereof for such year, by the Chief Superintendent of Schools, as 
notified by him to such Council, through the County Clerk: Provided 
Such sum may be always, that the sum or sums so levied, may be 
increased at the increased at tho discretion of such Council, either 
~S:~~:;~~n1 ~~: to increase the County School Fund, or to give spe­
:!~~i°;;'~~ b:.l:~ cial or additional aid to new or needy school sections, 
posed of at the on the recommendation of one or more Local Super­
~':~i~~'O~;d~~~r intendents: Provided also, that the sum required to 
~~~;e~!et~~~~~~~ be levied in such County in cae h year, for the salaries 
ty school fund. of legally qualified Teachers, shall be collected and 

paid into the hands of the County Treasurer, on or 
~~':::' ~~~~~~b~;;: before the fourteenth day of December; and pro­
t,y school as,es;- vided likewise, that in case of the non-payment ctf 
menl. any part of such sum into the hands of the County 
No teacher 10 be Treasurer at that time, no Teacher shall, upon appli­
refused the pay- cation, be refused the payment of the sum to which 
~~~c~u~isot~~~ he may be entitled from such year"s County School 
:;-c;!~~et~t t~! Fund, but the County Treasurer shall pay any local 
county school as- Superintendent's lawful order in behalf of such 
,ossmenl. Teacher, in anticipation of tho payment of the 
COIlllty School assessment; and the County Council shall make the 
necessary provision to enable the County Treasurer to pay the 
amount of such lawful order. 

To raise money 
for County Com­
mon School Li­
bra.ry. 

Secon.dly. To raise by assessment, such sum or 
sums of money, as it shall judge expedient, for the 
establishment and maintenance of a County Common 
School Library. 

J~p:.;~!~~~~~:l Thirdly. To appoint annually, a Local Superinten-
of Sehool" and dent of Schools for the whole County, or for any 
~:~:ii~.ror their one or more Townships in such County, as it shall 

judge expedient: to fix (within the limits prescribed 
by the thirtieth'ectioll of this A(-t), and provide for the salary or 
salarie~ of such Local Superintendent or Superintendents: Provided 
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always, that no such Local Superintenaent shall hav(\ 
the oversight of more than one hundred Schools; 
and provided also, that the County Clerk shallforth. 
with notify the Chief Superintendent of Schools of 
the appointment and address of each such Local 
Superintendent, and of the County Treasurer: and 
shall likewise furnish h,im with a copy Of all pro­
ceedings of such Council, relating to School assess­
monts and other educational matters. 

~o local Superin .. 
tendent to have 
chdrge of more 
than 100 schools. 
County clerk to 
notify the Chief 
Superintendent of 
schoob of the 
names and ad­
tlress of local S u .. 
perintcndents, al­
so of the name 
and addres6 of the 
county Treasurer. 

Fourthly. To see that sufficient security be given :;'~aa1e~u;~eys~1J 
by all officers of such Council to whom School mo-
neys shall be eutrusted ; to see that no deduction be ;r.~u~~fonthat ~~ 
made from the School Fund by the County Treasu- made from the 

rer or Sub-treasurer, for the receipt and payment of ~~~~~r fu~~:nman 
School moneys; to appoint, if it shall judge expe-
dient, one 01' more Sub-treasurers pf School moneys, for one or more 
Townships of such County: Provided always, that Taappolntasub­

each such Sub-treasurer shall be subject to the ~~~os~r~oneys ~{ 
same responsibilities and obligations in respect to tho its discretioll, 

accounting for School moneys and the payment of lawful orders for 
such moneys given by any Local Superintendent within the parts of 
the County for which he is appointed Sub-treasurer, as arc imposed 
by this Act upon each County Treasurer, in respect to the paying 
and accounting for School moneys. 

t, Fifthly. To appoint annually, or oftener, Auditors, To cause the 
school accounts 

whose duty it shall be to audit the accounts of the to be audited, &c. 

County Treasurer and other officers to whom schooll!loneys shall 
have been intrusted, and report to such Council; and the County 
Clerk shall transmit to the Chief Superintendent of County clerk to 

Schools, on or before the first day of March in each g~~:r"~i~p:~DI~~~ 
year, a certified copy of the abstract of such report, dent an abstract 

and also give ilily explanations relating thereto, as fc.,uch account., 

far as he is able, which may be required by the 
Chief Superintendent. 

VI. CONSTITUTION AND DUTIES OF THB COUNTY BOARDS OF PUBLIC 

INSTRUCTION. 

XXVIII And be it enacte<h That the Board of 
Trustees for the County Gra'mmat School and the 

D 

Trustees of thp. 
county grammar 
Behoof and local 



,upe..tntend8ll1. 
to constitute a 
county board of 
public instruction 
More than ODe 
oounty board may 
be appointed iu 
certain cases. 
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Local Superintendent or Superintendents of Schools 
in each County, shall constitute a Board of Public 
Instruction for such County: Provided always, that 
where there is more tban one Grammar School 
in a County, the County Council shall have 
authority to divide such County into as many 

Circuits as there are County Grammar Schools, and the Trustees of 
each County Grammar School and the Local Superintendent or Su­
perintendents of Schools in each circuit, shall be a Board of Public 
Tbree (including Instruction for such circuit: Provided also, that at 
:o·'t.'..tant~~~~~~ any la wful ~eeti~g of such Board, not I~ss than three 
for the examina- members, lDcludmg a Local Supermtendent of 
~:: f~~~t'::'~:~~ S~hools, shall constitute a quorum for examining 
p08e.. and giving certificates of qualification to Common 
School Teachers, and not less than five members shall constitute a 
Incidental expen- quorum for the transaction of any other business: 
~;' t0J:: de!:in~; Provided likewise, that the incidental expenses con­
council. nected with the meeting and proceedings of each 
County Board of Public Instruction shall be provided for by the Mu­
nicipal Council of such County. 

Dutiei of each 
COUDty board of 
public illitruction 

To meet quarter .. 
1,. &c. 

XXIX. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of each County Board of Public Instruction : 

Firlltly. To meet not less than four ti mes a year ; 
to determine the time and places of its own meet­
ings, and the order of its proceedings, and the man­
ner of recording them. 

To examine and Secondly. To examine and give certificates of 
give certificates 
of qualification to qualification to Teachers of Common Schools, ar. 
teacbers. ranging such Teachers into three classes according 
to their attainments and ability, as shall be prescribed iu a pro­
gramme of examination and instructions to be prt~vided according 
to law: also to annul any such certificate as it shall judge expe­
ProvIso: dient: Provided always, that no certificate of quali­
~~c;~Of:rl~~Od fication shall be given to any person as a Teacher, 
:~~~lb~~';:rci~7;~ who shall not furnish satisfactory proof of good 
.ubject. moral character; nor to any person who shall not, 
at the time of applying for such certificate of qualification, be a na­
tural born or naturalized subject of Her Majesty, or who shall not, 
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produce a certificate of having taken the oath of allegiance to Her 
Majesty, before some one of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for 
the County in which he shall be a resident; and all Justices of the 
Peace are hereby authorized to administer such oath of allegiance: 
Provided also, that any such certificate of qualifica- Certi6cate may 
tion, shall be general, as regards the County, or :::;t:~~eral or 11-

limited as to time or place, at the pleasure of the majority of the 
members of the County Board of Public Instruction present at such 
examination: Provided likewise, that every such Must have tbe 

certificate shall have the signature of at least one signature of one 

local Superintendent of Schools. ~=lo~~~~~::n-

Thirdly. To select (if deemed expedient), from ~~k:~~~:Ch~~:: 
a list of text· books recommended or authorized by from the general 
the Council of Public Instruction, such books as authorized list. 

they shall think best adapted for the use of the Common Schools of 
such County or Circuit: and to ascertain and re- To facilltate the 

commend the best facilities for procuring such books. ~~~:ing of such 

Fourthly. To adopt all such lawful means in 
their power as they shall judge expedient, to advance 
the interests and usefulness of Common Schools, to 
promote the establishment of School Libraries, and 
to diffuse useful knowledge in such County or 
Circuit. 

To provide tor 
the establishment 
ofaCouDty school 
library. 
To promote the 
interests of 
schools and the 
diffusion ofuserul 
knowledge gener­
ally. 

VU. DUTIES OF LOCA.L SUPERINTENDENTS OJ' SCHOOLS. 

XXX. And be it enacted, that each Local Su­
perintendent of Common Schools, appointed as pro­
vided for in the twenty-seventh section of this Act, 
shall be entitled, annually, to not less than one 
pound currency per School placed under his charge, 

LocalSuperinten ... 
dent of Schools. 
To be entitled to 
a remuneration of 
not Jeas than one 
pound per school 
under his cbarge. 

together with any additional remuneration or allowance which the 
Council appointing him shall grant; and such Su- To be paid qDa?­

perntendent shall be paid the same in quarterly in- :.r~:r t;rrt\!':c:::~= 
stalments by the County Treasurer. ty. 

XXXI. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of each Local Superintendent of Schools: 

Duli .. of Local 
8uperintenp.ents 
of 8<hoo16. 



Tod;,tribute the Fir8t. As soon as he shall have received from 
common school 
fund among th~ the COllnty Clerk a .notification of the amount of 
:~~~ro~:, a~~~~3~ money apportioned to the Township or Townships 
mg to the ratio of within the limits of his charge, to apportion the 
~~~~nr~\~i~~e~ui~~~~~ sam~ (u~less otherwise instructed by the Chief Su­
ed. perintendent of Schools), among the several school 
sections entitled to receive it, according to the rates of the ayerage 
attendance of pupils attending each Common School, (the mean 
attendance of pupils for both summer ane! winter being taken), as 
compared with the whole average number of pupils attending the 
Common Schools of such Township. 

~:~,,~,~ ~~de;i~: Secondl!}. To give to any qualified Teacher, and 
.. hcque, to teach- to no other, on the order of the Trustees of any 
~~~nt~P02r ,~~: ~chool section, a cheque upon the County Treasurer 
,·Ollllty· trcasurer or sub-Treasurer, for any sum or sums of money 
~~~.,'ChO"1 mo- apportioned and due to such section: Provided al­
~,~~l,~~;tion' suc~; ways, that he shall not pay any such order of the 
.. he~u". Trustees of any school section, from whom no sa­
ti~lactory annual school report shall have been received for the year 
ending the last day of the December preceding; nor unless it shall 
appear by such report, that a school has been kept hy a qualified 
Teacher in such section for at least six months during the year 
Such conditions enoing at the date of such report: Proyided a:so, 
~~~ t~c:tgIJYse~~ that the foregoing condition shall not npply to the 
'ions. order or orders of Trustees in any new school sec-

tion, for money apportioned and due to such section. 

,~~ooIYlS!; fe'::'s~ Thil·dly. To visit each Common School within 
""co a-quarter. his jurisdiction, at least once in each quarter; and 
::~,ti:~lUl~;. such at the time of each such visit to examine into the 

state and condition of the School, as respects the 
progress of the pupils iJ,l learning, the order and discipline observed, 
t he system of instruction pursued, the mode of keeping the school 
reglsters, the average attendance of pupils, the character and con­
uition of the building and premises, I:ud to gil'e such advice as he 
shall judge proper~ 

To d('linr a pub· 
11(' lecture in c<\ch 
fC'hool section at 
JeRst once 'a.year. 

Fom·tltly. To deliver in each school section, at 
least once a-year, a public lecture on some subject 
connected with the objects, principles, and means of 
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of prac~ical education j and to ~p al\ in his power ~~f~~!, of ,llCI> 

to persuade and animate parents, guardians, Trustees Other dutiea. 

and Teachers, to improve the character and efficiency of the Com­
mon Schools, and secure the universal and sound education of the 
young. 

Fifthly. To see that all the schools are managed 
and conducted according to law; to prevent the 
use of unauthorized, and to recommend the use of 
authorized books in each school: to acquire and 
give information as to the manner in which such 
authorized books can be obtained, and the economy 
and ad,'antages of using them. 

Sixthly, To attend the meetings of the County 
Board of Public Instruction; to meet and confer 
with the Chief Superintendent of Schools at such 
time and place ~s he may appoint when making an 
official ,'isit to such county, for the promotion of the 
iuterests of Education. 

Seventh/yo To attend the Arbitrations, and to 
meet the Townreeves as provided for in the twelfth 
and eighteenth sections of this Act; to decide upon 
any other questions of difference which may arise 
between interested parties under the operation of 
this or any preceding Act, and which may be sub­
mitted to him; Provided always, that he may, if 
he shall deem it advisnble, refer any such question 
to the Chief Superintendent of Schools: Provided 
also, that any aggrieved or dissatisfied party, in 
any case not otherwise provided for by this Act, 
shall have the right of appeal to the Chief Superin­
tendent of Schools. 

To enforc:e the 
Jaw. 
To recommend 
the use of author­
ized text.bookll: 
and to facilitate 
the procuring of 
them. 

To attend the 
meetings of. the 
county Board of 
Public Instruction 
To meet and COB· 
fer with the Chief 
Superintendent of 
Schools in his 
official visits to 
weh county. 

To attend arbi­
trations for the 
settlement of cer­
tain questions of 
dispute. 
To decide upon 
other question,; of 
dispute at discre· 
tion. 

Or (proviso) refer 
them to the Chief 
Superintendent of 
Schools. 
Proviso: 
aggrieved or dis .. 
satisfied parties 
may appeal in 
certain cases. 

Eighthly. To suspend the certificate of qualifica- J::':~PoCt~~:fit~: 
tion of any Teacher, for any cause which shall ap- catton in certain 

• pear to him to require it, until the next ensuing ca,e., 
meeting of the County Board of Public Instruction, where the case 
shall be disposed of in such manner as II majority of the members 
present shall think proper: Provided always; that Thec.>ncelling or 
due notice shall be given to the Teacher suspended, :~~~~~:~~n ce~Hi~ 

D3 



cato of qualiftca­
tion, to release 
his trultees from 
obligation to COD­
ti.Due him in their 
empIoymeot. 

34 

of suC;h meeting of the County Board: Provided 
also, that the cancelling or suspension of a Teach­
er's certificate of qualificatiolJ, shall release his 
School Trustees from any obligation to continue 
him in their employment. 

To observe all Ninthly. To act in accordance with the regula­
!~~fu!~~~~~~:g~: lations and instructions which shall be provided ac­
~~ ~~:d~:I~~arge cording to law; to give any information in his 
To give iolforma- power, (when desired), to the Chief Superintendent 
~~e~?n:~:d~~:ef of School5, respecting any Common Schoo1 matter 
when demeo. within his jurisdiction; to furnish the County Au­
~l~ C~~~}~n!ud~~ ditors, when required, with the Trustees' orders as 
toro.4'c. the authority for his cheques upon the County or 
::lub-Treasurer for School moneys; to deliver copies of his official 
correspondence and all school papers in his custody, to the order of 
the County Council on retiring from office. 

To prepare and 
t .ansmit an an­
mial Sichool re­
port to the Chief 
Superintendent. 

Contents of such 
report. 

of 

TentMy. To prepare and tunsmit to the Chief 
Superintendent of Schools, on or before the first 
day of March, an annual report, which shall be in 
such form as shall be provided by the said Chief Su­
perintendent and which shall state :-

!st.-The whole number of schools and school 
sections or parts of sections in each Township 
withiu his jurisdiction. 

2nd.-The number of pupils taught in each Number 
:.('hools, &c. school ol'er the age of five and under the age of six­
~~~~~:~~Ii~~ro~f teen years; the number between the ages of sixteen 
age. &e. and twenty-one years; the whole number of chil­
dren residing in each section, or part of a section, over the age of 
five and under the age of sixteen years. 

Time of keeping 
the schools open; 
branches taught, 
&e. 
Books used, av· 
er:o.ge attendance, 
&c. 

3rd.-The length of time a school shall have 
been kept in each such section or parts of sections, 
by a qualified Tear.her; the branches taught, the 
Dllmber of pupils in each branch, and the books used; 
the average attendance of pupils, both male and 
female, in summer and in winter. 



35 

4tb.-The alllount of moneys which have been Tho amooft! of 

received and collected in eacla section or part of :!.dD8YS It:~~!:::, 
section-distinguishing the amount apportioned by .tc. 
the Chief Superintelldent of Schools, the amount received from 
County Assessment, the amount raised by Trustees, and the 
amount from any other and what source or sources; also how such 
moneys have been expendl'd, or whNher any part remains unex­
pended, and from what causes; the annual salary of Teacher!, 
male and female, with and without board. 

5th.-The number of his and other School visits The numbor of 

during the year; the number of school lectures :~!~~~~,~isit. and 

delivered; the whole number of school-houses, their sizes, character. 
furniture and appendages, the number rented, the or.ehool-bouses 

number erected duriag the year, and of what char- ~e_ 

acter, and by wbat means. 

6th.-The number of qualified Teachers, their Orteachm, lie. 

standing, sex, and religious persuasion; the number, so far as he 
may be able to ascertain, of private Schools, the Ofprivalesrhoois 

number of pupils and subjects taught therein; the libraries, &e. 

nu mber of Libraries, their extent, how established and supported; 
also, any other information which be may posse"" respectir,g the 
educational state, wants and aovantages in each Township of his 
charge, and any suggestions which he shall think proper to make 
with a view to tbe improvement of Schools and diffusion of useful 
knowledge. 

VIII. SCHOOl. YISITORS A~D THEIR DUTIES. 

XXXII. And be it enacted, That all Clergymen ;~~;Ol :~.fi~rs.be 
recognized by law, of whatever denomination, Judges, 
Members of the Legislature, Magistrates, Members of County 
Councils and Aldermen, shall be School visitors in the Townships, 
Cities, Towns and Villages where they shall respectively reside: 
Provided always, that persons holding the Commis- Pro,'lso: a. 10 

sion of the Peace for the County only, shall not be county magi.­

Scbool Visitors within Towns and Cities: Pro\-ided trate •• 

a\sl), that eacb Clergyman shall be a School Visitor in any Town­
ship, Town or City where he may have pastoral charge. 



Scbool ,idtorl 
authorized to "bit 
tbe 8choo!6, at ... 
tend examina­
tions, and exa­
minetntu tbe state 
of each school, 
&c. 

36 

XXXIII., And be it enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for each of said School Visitors, to visit, as 
far as practicable, all the Public Schools in such 
Township, City, 'l'own or Village jespecially to 
attend the quarterly examinatiolls of Schools, and, 
at the time of any such visit, to examine the progress 

of the pupils, and the state and management of the School, Hnd to 
give such advice to the Teachers and pupils, and any others present, 
as he mav think advisable, in accordance with the regulations and 
jnstructi~nR wllich shall be provided ir. regard to School Visitors 
3.ccording to law: Provided always, that a Gpneral Meeting of such 
Pro"i,o, Visitors may be held at any time or place which 
t;enerat meetings may be appointed by any two Vi~iturs, on sufficient 
may ~e cailed. notice being given to tbe other Visitors in the Town­
ship, City, Town or Village; and it shall be lawful for such Visitors, 
Duties and oh- l',us assembled, to devise such means as they may 
"'ct; of such deem expedient for the efficient yisitatian of the 
\Oe~tin6~ ~ril(lols, and tn promote the establishment of Libt4 a-

ries and the dttfu,ion of useful knowledge. 

:X_ DUTIES OF THE CHIEF SCPERI;>;TE~;DEXT OF SCHOOLS, 

d~~~rs~r;~f,~~~; XXXIV. And be it enacted, That the Governor 
appointed. may, from time to time, by Letters Patent under the 

Great Seal of the Pre'vince, appoint a fit and proper 
person to be Chief Superintendent of Schools for Upper Canada, 
who shall hold his office during pleasure, and shall receive a salary 

His salary_ 

of the same amount as that now provided by 
law, or as may hereafter be prOVided by law, 
for the Superintendent of Education in Lower 

Canada: and shall be responsible to, and subject to the direction of, 
the Governor-General, communicated to him through soch Depart­
moot of Her Majesty's Provincial Government, as by the Governor 
may be directed in that behalf; and shall account,for the contill­
To account for gent expense£ of his office, us pro¥ided in respect of 
thecontingentex- other pl1blic offices'; and shall be, allowed two 
~ffi::~ of his Clerks~ who tshall receive the same salaries as are 
;:~)ct~~k:U~:.~~ or shall be by law attached to similar offices in the 
"taries. education law of Lower Canada, to commence from 

the firat of July, one thousand eight hundred nnd fifty. 
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xxxv. And be it enacted, That it ,shall be the 
duty of the Chief Superintendent of Schools: 

. Firstly. To apportion, annually, on or before the 
first day of May, all moneys granted or provided by 
the Legislature for the support of Common Schouls 
in Upper Canada, and not otherwise appropriated by 
this Act, to the several Counties, Townships, Citie" 

l)utit."l1 of thE" 
Chief Superintcn. 
dent . 

To apportion an 
moneys granted 
by the lesislature 
for the suvport of 
common schools, 
and in what ratio. 

Towns and incorporated Villages therein, according to the ratio of 
population in each, as compared with the whole population of Upper 
Canada; or when the census or returns UpOll which such an appor­
tionment is to be made, shall bp so far defective, in respect to any 
County, Township, City, Town or Village, as to render it impractica­
ble for the Chief Superintendent to ascertaill from such data the share 
of school moneys which ought then to be apportioned to such County, 
Township, City, Town or Villagp, he shall ascertain, by the best 
evidence in his power, the facts upon which the mtio of such ap­
portionment can be most fairly ~nd equitahly made, and make it 
acconlingly. 

Secondly. To certify such apportionment made To certify such 

by him, to the Inopector-General, so far as it relates :~~ortir~~:~tto~~ 
to the several Counties, Cities, Towns and incorpo- Gencral.andtothe 

rated Villages in Upper Canada, and to give imme- county clerks, 

diate notice thereof to the Clerk of each County, City, Town and 
Village interested therein, stating the time when the amount of 
moneys thus apportioned, will be payable to the Treasurer of such 
County, City, Town or Village. 

Thirdly. To prepare suitable forms, and to give ~~ p;~;~~~s~~~: 
such instructions as he shall judge necessary and for executing the 

proper; for making all reports, and conducting all :~~' th~~ t~I~~~~~1 
proceedings under this Act, and to cause the same school officers, 

with such general regulations, as shall be approved of by the Coun­
cil of Public Instruction, for the better organization and govern­
ment of Common Schools, to be transmitted to the officers required 
to execute the provisions of this Act. 

Fou,rthly. To cause to be printed from time to 
time, in a convenient form, so many copies of this 
Act, with the necessary forms, instructions, and 

To cause copies 
of the IIchoal 
law, regulations. 
&c., to be printed 
and distributed as 

regulations to be observed in executing its provi- ~~~~~on may re­
sions, as he may deem sufficient for the information 
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or all officers or Common Schools, and to cause the same to be 
distributed for that purpose. 

To leo that all Fifthly. To see that ail moneys apportioned by 
school money. him, be applied to the objects for whicb they were 
b~~O~~~n;~y ai- granted; ,and for that purpose to decide upon all 
pliedaccordiDg 10 matters and complaints submitted to him, (and not 
law. otherwise provided for by this Act,) which involve 
the expenditure of any part of the School Fund; and to direct the 
application of such balances of the School Fund, as may have been 
apportioned for any year and forfeited according to the provisions of 
To direct Ihedi.- this Act: Provided always, that such balances of 
~~.~~~~ b:::~~~;! the School Fund shall be expended in making up 
!~d ~~:~nc.~~".: the salaries of Teachers in the County to which 
conditions. they shall have been apportioned. 

To appoint 8 
Deputy and spe­
cial inspectors in 
certain cases. 

Sixthly. To appoint one of his Clerks as his 
Deputy, to perform the duties of his Office in case 
of his absence; and to appoint one or more persons, 
as he shall, from time to time, dee.m necessary, to 
inspect any school, or examine into any school 

matter, in the County where such person or persons reside, and 
report to him : Provided, that no allowance or compensation shall 
be made to such special inspector or inspectors for any service or 
services performed by him or them. 

Pouti::.in ;~~:~ Seventhly. To take the general Superintendence 
School. of the Normal School; and to use his best endea-
And text.hook.. vours to provide for and recommend the use of 
uniform and approved text-books in the schools generally. 

Schoollibrarie.. Eighthly. '1'0 employ all lawful means in his 
power to procure and promote the establishment of School Libraries 
for general reading, in the several Counties, Townships, Cities, 
Plans of school- Town~, and Villages; to provide and recommend 
~ohueses. coU('ctiOD the adoption of suitable plans of school-houses, with 
and diifusion of the proper furniture and appendages; and to collect 
useful knowledge. and diffuse useful information on the subject of 
education generally, among the people of Upper Canada. 

~~u~~~~t;~~n: Ninthly. To submit to the Council of Public In­
In.truction,books struction all books or manuRcript~ which mOoY be 
maDuscripll, .!I:c. placed in his hands with the view of obtOoining the 
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recommendation or sanction of such Council, for their introduction 
as text-books or library books; and to prepare and To lay before .aid 
lay before the Council of Public Instruction for its Council, ,elleral 
consideration, such general regulations for the regulation., ..... 

organization and government of Common Schools, and the manage­
ment of School Libraries as he shaIl deem necessary and proper, • 

Tenthly. To apportion whatever sum or sums of To apportion mo- " 
money shall be provided by the Legislature for the ney. granted for 

establishment and support of School Libraries: ~~e ::~~~\I'~ili~~~ 
Provided always, that no aid shall be given towards rie •. 

the establishment or support of any School Library Proviso, 

I I b 'b d d d d Condition ofsha· un ess an equa amount e contn ute an expen e ring In .ucb ap-
from local sources for the same object. portionment. 

Eleventhly. To appoint proper persons to conduct ;,~. aPio0i~~n~~~i 
County Teachers' Institutes, and to furnish such teachers' in.ti. 

rules and instructions as he shall judge advisable in ~~~~s, r~! ~~d 
regard to the proceedings of such Institutes and the instruction. for 

best means of promoting their objects, in elevating ~~~~~~rnggs. their 

the profession of school teaching and increasing its 
usefulness. 

Twelfthly. To be responsiblt> for all moneys paid To account for 
through him in behalf of the Normal and Model moneys. &c. 

Schools, and to give such security fur the same as shaIl be required 
by the Governor; and to prepare and transmit all correspondence 
which shaIl be directed or authorized by the Council of Public In­
struction for Upper Canada. 

Thirteenthly. To make annually to the Governor, ~~y ~:p~~~ a8:~ 
on or before the first day of July, a report of the ernor on certain 

actual state of the Normal, Model and Common matters. 

Schools throughout Upper Canada, showing the amount of moneys 
expended in connexion with each, and from what sources derived, 
with such statements and suggestions for improving the Common 
Schools and the Common School laws, and promoting education 
generaIly, as he shall deem useful and expedient. 

X. CONSTITUTION AND DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC 

INSTRUCTION. 

XXXVI. And be it enacted, That the Governor 
shall have authority to appoint not more than nine 

Council of Publle 
Instruction for 
U. C. 
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per~ons (of whom the Chief Superintendent of Schools shall be one) 
To consi.t of ~ to be a Council of Public Instruction for U pp!'r 
persons including Canada, who shall hold their office during pleasure, 
::~d~r~i~f Super- anti shall be subject from time to time to all law-

. ful orders and directions in the exercise of their 
.ties, which shall, from time to time, be issued by the Governor. , 

Mode of providing XXXVII. And be it enacted, That the Chief 
:ra~~~~e t~~d ~:: Superintendent of Schools shall provide a place for 
~e;:t~~gS ~f ,~~~ the meetings of the Council of Public Instruction, 
Council: of call- and shall call the first meeting of the Council, and 
:~~ ~~~,fi~~ym:;:: shall have authority to call Ii special meeting at any 
ial meeting. time by giving due notice to the other members; 
that the expenses attending the proceedings of the said Counci! 
shall be accounted for by the Chief Superintendent of Schools as 

Senior clerk in 
thp Education 
Office to be Re­
cording Clerk to 
the council. 
His duties. 

part of the contingent expenses of the Etlucation 
Office; that the Senior Clerk in the Education 
Office shall be Recording Clerk to the said Council, 
shall enter all its proceedings in a book kept for that 
purpose, shall, as may be directed, procure the books 

and stationery for the Normal and Model Schools, and shall keep all 
the accounts of the said Cou neil. 

Duties of the 
CounCil of Public 
Instruction. 

XXXVIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the said Council of Public Instruction, (three 
members of which, at any lawful meeting, shall 
form a q'lorulIl for the transaction of business): 

To regulate it. Fh·st. To appoint a Chairman, and establish the 
own proceeding., times of its meetings, and the mode of its proceed­
ings, which Chairman shall be entitled to a second or casting vote 
in cases of an equality of votes on any question. 

Je~e~~ar~lf~~i~~! S~colldly. To adopt all needful measures for the 
permaneut estab- permanent establishment and efficiency of the 
~~;n~;nt ~~d ~~; Normal School for Upper Canada, containing one 
l'ormal School. or more Model Schools for the instruction and train-

ing of Teachers of Common Schools in the science 
of education andart of teaching. 

;\;~m~~~!~~~!~~ Thirdly. To make from time to time, the rilles 
and government and regulations necessllry for the management and 
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government of such Normal School; to prescribe 
the terms and conditions on which students shall be 
received and instructed therein; to select the loca­
tion of such school, and erect or procure and furnish 
the buildings therefor; to determine the number and 
compensation of teachers, and all others who may 
be employed therein; and to do all lawful things 

of the N onnal 
School j to pre~ 
scribe the tena, 
of admisaioD. 
To erect or pro­
cure and furnish 
Normal School 
buildings. 
To appoint 
teachers, &c. 

which such Council shall deem expedient to promote the 
and interests of such school. 

~'bjects 

Fourthly. To make such regulations from time 
to time as it shall deem expedient for the organiza­
tion, government and discipline of Common Schools; 
the classification of Schools and Teac:hers, and for 
School Libraries throughout Upper Canada. 

To make regula· 
tions for the or-
ganization and 
government of 
common 8choub 
geoeraUy. 

Fifthly. To examine, and, at its discretion, re- ~~o~xn':::::~~o~';! 
commend or disapprove of text-books for the use of for .chools, aotl 

schools, or books for School Libraries: Provided ~~!s :ChOOI libra. 

always that no portion of the Legislative School Provi.o, 

Grant shall be applied in aid of any school in which any book is 
used that has been disapproved of by the Council, and public notice 
given of such disapproval. 

Sixthly. To transmit annually, through the Chief To accountaonu. 

Superintendent of Schools, to the Governor, to be ally. 

laid before the Legislature, a true account of the receipt and expen­
diture of all moneys granted for the establishment and support of 
the Normal School. 

XI. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

XXXIX. And be it enacted, That a sum not ex·· :r~~~~~erf~nt:l:'~ 
ceeding fifteen hundred pounds per annum shall be Normal School , 

allowed out of the Legislative School Grant for the salaries of offi­
eers and other contingent expenses of the Normal School; and that 
a sum not exceeding one thousand pounds per an- £1000 per annulIl 

num be allowed out of the said grant to facilitate ~~te~"%!~~~te t~~ 
the attendance of Teachers in training at the Nor- teacher. in tralo­

mal School, under such regulations as shall, from ing. 

time to time, be adopted by the Council of Public Instruction. 
E 
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::::r~I:::~n"1.t~~ XL. And be it enacted, That the sum of money 
oommon school apportioned annually by the Chief Superintendent of 
lUnd. Schools to each County, Township, City, Town or 
Village, and at least an equal sum raised annually by local assessment, 
shall constitute the Common School Fund of such County, TowD­
Conditions of its ship, City, Town, or Village, and shaH be expended 
apportionment. for no other purpose than that of paying the salaries 
of qualified Teachers of Common Schools: Provided always, that 
no County, City, Town or Village shall be entitled to a share of the 
Legislative School Grant without raising by assessment, a sum at 
least equal (clear of all charges for collection) to the share of the 
said School Grant apportioned to it: and provided also, that should 
the Municipal Corporation of any County, City, Town or Village, 
raise in anyone year a less sum than that apportioned to it out of 
the Lpgislative School Grant, the Chief Superintendent of Schools 
shall deduct a sum equal to the deficiency, from the apportionment 
to such County, City, Town or Village in the following year. 

~"":~~e~~~ds f~~ XLI. And be it enacted, That it may and shall 
the establishment be lawful for the Governor in Council, to authorize 
:;::.~~~~~;i~~:[~f~ the expenditure annually, out of the share of the 
regillations. Legislative School Graut coming to Upper Canada, 
of a sum not exceeding three thousand pounds, for the establishment 
and support of School Libraries, under sl!ch regulations as are pro­
vided for by this Act; of a sum not exceeding twenty-five pounds 
in any County or Riding for the encouragement of a Teachers' In­
stitute, under the regulations hereinbefore provided; and of a sum 
not exceeding two hundred pOIJnds in anyone year to procure plans 
and publications for the improvement of Schoul Architecture and 

Proviso: the a­
Mount heretofore 
,apportiol,ed in aid 
of common 
schools not to be 
leuened. 

practical Science in connexion with the Common 
Schools: Provided always, that the amount here­
tofore apportioned in aid of Common Schools to the 
several Connties, Cities, Towns and Yillages in 
Upper Canada, shall not be lessened by the appro­

priation of such sums, but they shall be taken Ollt of any additional 
amount a warded to Upper Canada, out of the said Grallt, in consider­
ation of the increase of its population in proportion to that of the 
whole Province. 
The n:oneys ap­
portioned annual_ 
ly iD aid of com-

XLII. And be it enad~d, That the snm of money 
annually apportioned in aid of Common ScholJls in 
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the several Counties, Cities, Towns and Villages in mon scbool. to be 

Upper Canada, shall be payable on or before the first ~:~~i~u~;.e first 

day of July, in each year, to the Treasurer of each County, City, 
Town and Villag , in such way as the Governor in Council shall 
from time to time direct. 

XLIII. And be it enacted, That if any part of ~~~:;~on ~:h~~ 
the Common School Fund shall be embezzled or lost fund against loss. 

through the dishonesty or faithlessness of any party 
to whom it shall have been entrusted, and proper security against 
such loss shall not have heen taken, the person or persons whose 
duty it was to have exacted such security, shall be responsible for 
the sum or sums thus embezzled or 10e!, and the same may be 
recovered from them by Civil Suit in any Court of Law having 
juritidiction to the amount claimeu, by the party or parties enti­
tled to receive such Sllm or sums, or at the suit of the Crown. Proviso. 

Provided always, that if any Secretary-treasurer appointed 
by the School Trustees of any school division, or any person having 
been such Secretary~ireasurer, and having in his possession any 
books, papers, chattels, or moneys, which shall have come into 
his possession, as such Secretary-treasurer, shall wrongfully 
withhold or refuse to deliver up, or to account for alld pay over the 
same or any part thereof to such person, and in such manner as 
he may have been lawfully directed by any majority of the School 
Trustees for sllch School division then in office, such withholding 

. or refusal shall be a misdemeanor; and upon the application of the 
majotity of such Trustees,supported by affidavit of such wrongful 
withholding or refusal made by them before some justice of the 
Peace to the Judge of the County Court, such Judge shall thereupon 
make' an order that such Secretary-treasurer or person having been 
such, do appear before s'uch Judge at a time and place to be appointed 
in such order, which shall, by 8 Bailiff of any Division Court, be 
personally served on the party complained against, or left with a 
grown up person at his residence, and at the time and place SO ap­
pointed, the Judge being satisfied that such service has been made, 
shall in a summary manner and whether the the party complained 
of do or do not appear, hear the complaint; and if he shall be of 
op;nion that the complaint is well founded, he shall order the 
party complained of to deliver up, account for and pay over the 
books, papers, chattels, or moneys, as aforesaid, by a certain day, w 
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be named by the Judge in such order, together with reasonable costs 
incurred in making &uch application, as the Judge may tax, and in 
the event of a noncompliance with the terms specified in the said 
order or any or either of them, then to order the said party to be 
forthwith arrested by the Sheriff of any County in which such p!lrty 
shall be found, and be by him committed to the Common Gaol of 
his County, there to remain without bailor mainprize until such 
Judge shall be satisfied that such party has delivered up, accounted 
for or paid over the books, papers, chattels, or moneys in question 
in the manner directed by the majority of the Trustees as aforesaid, 
upon proof of his having done which, such Judge shall make an 
order for his discharge, and he shall be discharged accordingly; 
provided always, that no proceeding under this proviso shall be 
conetrued to impair or affect any other remedy which the said 
Trustees may have against such Secretary-treasurer, or person 
having been such, or his sureties. 

Certificate. of XLIV. And be it enacted, That it may and shall 
t;a~~c::~~ed f~! be lawfu1 for the Chief Superintendent of Schools, 
=~io;,r' cir~~'::: on the recommendation of the Teachers in th£'Normal 
mnees. School, to give to any Teacher of Common Schools 

a certificate of qualification which shall be valid 
in any part of Upper Canada, until revoked according 

Pro.I,o. to law; Provided always, that no such certificate 
shall be given to any person who shall not have 
heen a Student in the Normal School. 

XLV. And be it enacted, That no part of the 
salaries of the Chief or Local Superintendents of 
Schools, nor of any other persons employed, or ex-

Salarl.. of Su­
perintendents and 
es.penses incur­
red in the execu­
tion of the school 
law. bow paid. penses incurred, in the execution of this Act, shall 
be pl/.id out of the Common School Fund, which shall, wholly and 
without diminution, be expeneJed in tile payment of Teaehers' sala­
rie~, as hereinbefore provided. 

::,~~~~m':!l!tu;:!.. XLVI. And be it enacted, that any person who 
iogmeetlng •• &C. sholl wilfully disturb, interrupt, or disquiet the pro­
ceedings of any school meeting authorized to be held by this act of 
any school established I/.nd conducted under its authority, shall for 
each offence, forfeit for Common Scho.ol purposes, to the School 
Section, City, Town or Village, within the limits of which such 
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offence shall have been committed, a sum not exceeding five pounds, 
and may be prosecuted before any Justice of the Peace, by any per­
son whatever, and convicted on the oath of one credible witness 
other than the prosecutor, and if convicted, the said penalty shall, 
if not forthwith paid, be levied with costs by distress and sale of 
goods and chattels of the offender, under a warrant of such Justice, 
and paid over by him to the School Treasurer of such Section, City, 
Town or Village; or the said offender shall be liable to be indicted 
and punished for the same as a misdemeanor. 

XLVII. And be it enacted, That the first election 
of Trustees in all the Cities and Towns of Upper 
Canada, as provided for in the twenty-second sec­
tion of this Act, shall commence at ten of the clock 

Temporary pro­
visions for hold­
ing the first elec­
tions in cities 8Ild 
towus. 

in the forenoon of the first Tuesday in September, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty, and that the places of election in the several 
Wards of each City or Town, together with the name of t.he Re­
turning Officer for each such Ward, shall be duly notified, by 
causing notices to be put up in at least three public places in each 
such Ward, and not less than six days before such election, by the 
Mayor of each City and Town respectively: Provided always, that 
the School Trustees then elected in each City and Town, shall be 
subject to all the obligations which have been contracted by the 
present School Trustees of such City or Town j and shall be 
invested with all the powers conferred by this Act on School Trus­
tees of Cities and Towns for the fulfilment of such obligations, and 
for the performance of all other duties imposed by this Act. 

XLVIII. And be it enacted, That the Interpreta- !~:~~~.retation 
tion Act shall apply to this Act; that the word 
"Teacher," shall include Female as well as Male Teachers j 

that the word "Townships" shall include U oioos of Tuwnships 
made for Municipal purposes j and the word "County" shall 
include unions of Counties for municipal purposes. 
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FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS 
rOR EXECUTING THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMMON SCHOOL ACT. 

13th and Uth Victoria, chapter 48. 

By THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 

Authorized and required mJ the third clause of the Tltirty-Jifth section of said .A.ct. 

CHAPTER l. 

FORMS FOR TRUSTEES. AND FOR THE CALLING OF SC/IOOL SECTION. 
~IEETING~. &c .• 

In. conformity with the Common School.L1ct, 13th and 14th Viet., chap. '1~, Section 4-14. 

SECTION 1. Form of Notite of a FIRST School Section Meeting. 

S C H 0 a L NOT ICE. 

The undersigned inform the Freeholders and Honseholders concerned, 
that the Muniei"al Council of this Township has formed a part of the Town­
ship into a School Section, to be designated School Section, X o. -, and 
to be limited and known as follows :-[ Here insert the Description of the 
section.J 

The undersigned haying been authorized and required by the Municipal 
Council to appoint the time and place of holding the first meeting, for .the 
eiection of Trustees for the School Section above deser; bed, hereby notifies 
the Freeholders and Householders of said School Section, that a Public 
Meeting will be held at -- on - day, the - of --, at the hour of 10 
o'clock, iu the forenoon, for the purpose of electing three fit and proper 
persons as School Trustees of the said Section, as required by the School 
Act, 13th and 14th Viet. chap. 48, sect. 4. 

Given under my hC'ld, this -- day of--, 18-. [Name.J 
REMARKS. Should the person aUtborizcJ anu appointed by the Municipal Council to 

I'all thl' lj~.." ~chool ~('ction :\,Ipctlng refuse or n('~lect to do so. he subjects himself to a 
pcnalty 01 ulle pounu five ~hilliugs, rt'l'u\'crable. tor the purposes of sucll School Section; 
and, thell. allY two Hou~('hohlert' ilre authonzed, within twenty days, on giving six 
day:;' notke. to call a lIIcetin!.: for the election of Trustees. The form of their notice­
to he pO:,II'd in, at lca~t. three public vlao:'ct' in the ::::;chool Section cOIlC'crned. and at 
Ipa~t. six dllY~ before the time of holding such meeting-should be as follows :_ 

S C H 0 a L N a l' ICE. 

In conforml t)' with the 9th section of the Common School Act 13th and 
14thVict., chap. ·l~ .. the undersigned, Householders of School Se~tion, No. 

, III the Tuwn~hl]J of .----, hereby give notICe to the Freeholders and 
Householders 01 said School Section, that a Public Meetina will be held 
at ---, on - day, the -- of--, at the hour of 10 o~clock, in the 
forenoon, for the purpose of electing School Trustees for the said Section. 

Dated this --. day of --- 18-. A. B. l H h ld 
C. D. 5 ouse 0 ers. 
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SECTIO~ 2. Form of Not~a, 8igned by the Chairman and Secretary of a Sikool Section 
Meehng, to be transmt.tted by the Secretary to the Local Superintendent of $chools 
intimating the election of one or mOTt persons as Trustee or Tru.steeB. 

. . --- -- -, IS-. 
Sm,-In conformity With the Common School Act. 13th and 14th Viet., 

chap. 48, sect. 5, we have the honor to inform you, that, at a meetipg of the 
Freeholders and Householders of School Section, No.-, in the Township 
of ---, held according to law. on the -- day of --, r Here insert the 
name or names or address of the person or persons elecledl-- chosen 
School [Trustee or Trusteesl of said Section. 

We have the honor to be, Sm, 
Your obedient Servants, 

D. E., 

To the Local Superintendent of Schools 
Chairman, 

F.A., 
For the County or Township of --- Sec,·etary. 

SECTIOS 3. Form of a Notice of an ordinar1j AN~lJAL :'1(,HOO~ Section ftIeeting,P'"T­
suallt to the 12th clause of tlu 12th sectiun of the :Seh()ul Act, 13th and 14th Vict., chap . ..J~ 

S c H 0 0 L NOT ICE. 
The undersigned Trustees of School Section, No. - in the Town.hip of 

---, hereby give notice to the Freeholders and Householders of said 
School Section, that a Public Meetlng will be held at ---, on the s<coDd 
Wednesday in January, 18-, at Lhe hour ofTen of the clock, in the fore­
noon, for the purpose of electing a fit and proper person as a School Trus­
tee for said Section. 

Oated this -- day of --, 18-. A. R.'J T"ustees of 
C. D., School Section, 
E. F., No.-

RE:'IIARKS. The above notice should be 8i:med by a majority of the f..'xiEting or surviving 
Trustees, and p08ted in, at least, three puf!lic places of the ~ch(Jul :-:fftioH, at 11:':1f.:t six 
days before the holding of the meeting. rrhe manner of proceeding at the Annual Meet­
ing is prescribed in the 6th section of the Act. 

Should the Trustees neglect to give the prescribed notice of the Annual Section Meet­
ing, they forfeit, each, the sum of one pound five Shillings, recoverable for the purposes 
ot tile School Section, and then any two Householders of the Scnool Sectio~ are author­
i.zed within twenty days' notice, to can such meeting. Their form of notIce should be 
as follows:-

SECTION 4. Form of Notice of an AI"NUAL Scltool Section Meeting to be 
gi1Jen by two Householders. 

SCHOOL NOTICE. 
The Trustees of School Section, No.-, in the Township of ---, 

having neglected to give notice of the Annual School Section Meeting, as 
prescribed by the 12th clause of the 12th section of the Common School 
Act, the undersigned hereby give notice to the Freeholders and House­
holders of the said School Section, that a Public Meeting will be held at 
--, on --, the -- day of--, at 10 of the clock in the forenoon, forthe 
purpose Df electing a fit and proper person as Trustee, as directed by law. 

Dated this -- day of --, 18-. 
A. B., 1 Householders, 

. C. D., 5 School Section, No. -. 
REMARK. The mode of proceeding, at a School Meeting thus called, is prescribed in 

the 6th section of the Act. 
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82CTION 5., FO'J'm of Notice of a School Mee.ting, to FILL UPA VA?ANCy.creat.ed.~t~ 

death, permament absence, incapacity frt»n Slcknes8, refusal to S'e",e~ resr,gnatuJ1I, 4-c:, 
Oft tlu part of a 7'r'ustee. SC~OOL N 01'ICE. ' ~l\ ~ T~, 
Notice is hereby given to the freeholders and Househ~lders o~ Scho.ol 

Section,.No. -,in the Township of _-, that a Pubhc.MeetHlg· wlll 
be held at --, on the -- day of --; at the hour of Ten of the clock, 
in the ·furenoon, for the· purpose of electing a iit and prop~r per.o~ as School 
Trustee, in ·the place of ---, [decea.,.d, remo.".d; tncftpattaled from 
sickness, absent, resignation, or who has rifu,s.d to serve, as t/16 case mav 
be.1 . ' 

Oated this -- day of A. B., l Surviving Trustees, or Trustee, 
__ , 18- C. D., 5 (as the case way be.) 

REMARKS. A Trustee who refuses to serve when elected, forfeits tbe swn of one 
pound five shillings, but having accepted office. if he shall at any time refuse or neglect 
to perform the duties of that office he shall forfeit the sum of five pounds, recoverable for 
&be purposes of the School Section; but a Trustee cannot be re-elected without bis own 
consent. (See 8th !Section of th;e Act;) The mode of p~oceedin~ at _ a m~eting ca;lIed 
as above is the same as at an ordmary Annual School Secoon Meetmg, and IS prescnbed 
in the 6th section of the Act. 

S£CfION 6. Form for Trustees C(Llling SPECIAL Meetings. 
SPECIAL SCHOOL NOTICE. 

Notice is hereby given to the Freeholders and Householders of School 
Section No. -, in the Township of --, that a Public Me .. ting will be 
held at --, on the - day of -- at the hour of - of the clock in -- for 
Ihe purpose [Here state the object or objects 'If the meeting.] 

Dated this - day of - A B. ~ 
--, 18 -. C. ··D. Trustees. 

E. F. 
R&MARKS- It belongs to the office of Trustees to estimate and determine the amount oC 

the Teacher's salary and all expenses connected with the schQOl j but it appertains to 
the majority of the Freeholders and Householders of each Scqool Section, at a public 
meeting called for the purpose. to decide as to the manner in \vbich ~ucb expenses shall 
be provided for, whether by voluntary subscription, by rate-bill on TJarents or guardiane 
fleoding children to the school, or by rate on all the Freeholders and Householders of the 
School Section according to property. But should not a sufficient sum be thus provided 
to meet the expenses incurred tor School purposes, the Trustees are authorized by the 
latter part of the 7th clause of the 12th section, to provide the balance in such manner 
as they may think proper. BUl for all the money received and expended by them, the 
Trustees must account annually to their constituents_as pr~scrib('d i~ the 18th clause oC 
the 12th section. Besides calling Annual School Section Meethigs. Trustees are 
authorized to call Special Meetings to consider the site and erection of a scbool~house, 
Ute mode of raising a teacher's salary, or for any school purpose whatever. The objea 
or objects of each school meeting should be invariably stated in the notices railing it ; 
and the notices calling any school meeting. should in all cases be put up sL"{ days before 
bolding such meeting. One torm is sufficient for eaning a special school section meeting 
of any kind. 

SECTION 7. Form of Agreement between 'J'n.{steea and Teaclur. 

WE, theundersi~ned, Trustees of SchoolSe~\ion, No.-':"~Di tbe Towh'­
ship of-. -, by vJrlue of the authority vested i~.us by the :jth"cl~us~ of the 
12th sectIOn of the School Act, 13th and 14th Vlct:, chap. 4~i .have chosen 
(Hete insert the Teacher's name) who holds a certificate of qualillcation·, tb 
be a Teacher in said School Section; and WE do hereby coritraet with 
and employ him, at the rate of (here inse.rt the sum in words, in currency,) 
per annum, from and after the day hereof; and we further bind and oblige 
o~rselve~, and our successors in· office, faithfully toemptbt tbe powers 
WIth whIch we are legally invested by the said sectioil of said Act, to col­
lect and pay the said Teacher, during the continuance of tbis agreement, 
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the au!" for which we hereby become bound-the said sum to he paid to 
the aatd Teacher [qua,·te .. ly, o/c., as the case may he,] Al,d the said Teacher 
he.reby contracts and bInds hImself to teach and cOllduet Ihe School, in 
aald Schoc! Section, according to the regulation, provided for by the aaid 
School Act This agreement to continue [here insert the period of agr .. -
ment] from the date thereof. A. n.) 

Dated thls-dayof--, IS-. ('. D ( Trustus. 
(Witness) E. F. } 

O. K. G. H., Teacher. 
REMARKS. This agreement should be signed by, at lea~t, tll'O of the Tru,;t('l'~. and the 

Teacher, and should be entered in the Trustees' book. and a copy of it I"rivf'n to the 
Teacher. The Trustees being a Corporation, their agreement with their Tr3cher ht 
binding on their Successors In office j and should thev refu~e or wil1ullv neglf'C't to exer­
cise the corporate powers vested on thrm, they WQuld-'II' pf'r:-fJnally ilal-Ip for theamounl 
due a Teacher-see 16th clause of the 12th Section. .\!-o to the mode of ~tt1ing disputel 
between Trustees and a Teacher, see the 17th t-'ec.tion. And. on the other hand. 
the Teacher is equally bound to faithfulness in the performance of hi!:l dutl(,s according to 
law. See section 16; and clause '"', of section 31. 

SECTION 8. Form of Warrant fllr the Collection of .\'1'//001 Fees. 

WE, the undersigned, Trustees of School Section. No. -, in the Town­
ebip of-- in the County of--, by virtue of the authority vested in us 
by the Sth clouse of the 121h sect. of the Act, l:Jth and lHh V'Ct., chap. 4S, 
hereby authorize and reqllirt> you (here in."·crt the nume uwl residence ofths 
person appninted tu coltect tlte Rate Bill. I after tell days from the date 
hereof, to collect from the several individuals in the annexed Rale Bill, fOT 
the period then·in mentioned, the sum of ,money oppositt! their respective 
names, and to pay, within thirty days from the date hereof, the amount SO 

f collected, after retaining your own fees. to the Secretary-Treasurpr, whose 
discharge shall be your acquittance for t he sum so paid. Alld in default of 
payment on demand by any pel'son so rated, you are hereby authOrized and 
required to levy the amount by distress and sale 0.1' the goods and chattels of 
the person or persons making default. . A. R. ~ 

Given under our hands this -- C. D. Trustees. 
day of-, IS-. E. F. 

To the Collector of the School Section No. --, Township of--

Form of Rate Bill, lU alLthorized by tlte second and eiglitlt clauses of the 12th sectiora 
of the .J.ct--to be annexed to the foregOing Warrant. 

RATE BILL of persoos liable for School Fees, in School Section, No.-. in 
the Township of--, for the [Month or Qualtcl', 4-c.,]commenciog the 
-- doy of -- and ending the -- day of-- 18-

I 
I 

0 
NAMES ~ 0 Amount of Amount of 

of °c~ Rate Bill Rate Bill ~ f:: '1~ 
PARENTS .Q '0 " pe, [month per [month 

or S;S::' Qrquarter,] or quarter ,1 
GUARDIANS. io~ &c., for foJ' Fuel, 

:; Tuition. Rent, &c. -------
£. s. I D. 

£. s. I D. 

I I 
GIven under our hands, IhIS-­

day of--. IS. 

'rotal 
Amount of HlIlount of 
Collector's Rate Bill 
Ft'e~, at for the 
five per [monthol 

cent. quarter. 
&0.] 

--- ---
£. s. D. £. S'I D. 

I ._--
A. B., ~ 
W. ll.. TrusttBB. 
E. F .• 
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SECTION 9. Form of Receipt to he given by tke Collector, on receiving th£ a17lo-.n' 
named iTt tI,e Rate Bill. 

RECEIVED from [ILe1"e illso·t tILe person's name,J the sum of [herc write 
lh, sum in wonZs,J being the amount of his [or he"J Rat~ Bill, for the 
[Month or Quarter, &c.,J ending on the -- day of -- I~-. 

A. B., Collertor. 
Dated this --day of -- 18-. 

EXrT,,\:O;_\TIIP.Y Rr:,>J.\I:.h.':s 011 I//(' /lllj)oS:/i071 aud Collatio" of Rate Bills, ~c.-
1. The ('()ltt!C'I(IT shonLI takf' a l-!f'~"I:" IfUlll the :-::1'('n·t;Jr~·trl'asurer. for all moneys 

paill him. 'I'll" :O:1.'C'u-',i!ry-tn.;'.].:-lw'l ~i.')IJ1d al"o ud,;e a Receipt trom the Teacher tor all 
moneys paid hilii. 'rilL' t,'-'kiug ilnd gwj,,~ rccdjJl~ tbr IJluut'Y paid alld received will 
preveut errurs and luL~ulltler,:,talldillg:.'. 

2. The Trn~h'(:s cau rai,-(' the ~dlOOl rep", hy, nlunt:J.ry suht-l'TijltiO)II~. if tlwy please. 
They can also appoillt tlH' ;-:('11('111 T(';ldlC'f Iu aci ;1', Collector, it lie choo"'e~ 10 nccept of 
the appoilltllJr'nt, alld to ~i\ I' :\JP re-Ililire I ~l'c'lrity. The Tru!-tee:, can :ll. .. o, if they judge 
it expelii(,llt. iUl!'o:-e nlly Rn\f' UjJJ \,llich tiley TII<ly think IW(I.'~,~·ilry rOT rentiug. and 
repairilJg aLld 11ITlIi"jli,,:; a ~('lv)'-'I-hollS.:o, or for tllP Teuchn',. salar\. UIJoll the illhabi­
tants or their .""("h'l\)1 ;-;(,,~tiotl, or 11I1~y cau npjJly to Ihl' )Iunicil"dit)" of tllcir To" n:"hip 10 
imposc and cullect '-'lIo:h raiC for tho~e puqUJ"t'!;.. 

3. As tiw ~("~Jool ;\r"OUllts of e'l~ll YC',r Illll:-t be kept :,P] :l.ratr~ by the ChiefSuperin­
tendcnt of :--:t'IIIIIJb, so mu~t tilt' l:~'II' l:iJk The Rate Ldl~ aud the \YarraI:lU> can be 
made out for a BIOlith. or for OIlC or more QIl:utt'r:; of a yeilr, at the same time. as the 
Trul:t('cs may thidl{ expedient. 

4. Those p;trcng and gll:1rolians who pay the Rate lUIs to 'he ~~rr('tary-tre3SllTer, or 
Collector, 1ti{ltill {f'lI du!.'s Irulil the 11(111-' of "Ilch Rllte Uill, and without Leingcalled upon 
Cor it, will Le l'.\I'UlfJl rt"VIJI payillg th~ C'ollt'clu'", Fccs. 

o. The Collector, hy virtue of"the ""arrant (rvm tht, Tru ... !t"f''';, call enforce payment of 
the Rate Bill by di'-'Lff's'" and the sale of goods, from aIly per!'0lL ,,110'> resid('s, or has 
good!:! and chaut'b within the Iiluitt- Vi' tiIP ~r!Jool ~ectioll. l'ur the wOlle of proceeding 
by the Trustees in C;lSie of pcr~ons r:.ted, who lJJ;j)' not at the tilUc of coUcctiug the Rate 
Rill rf'RiLl~' or ha\'/"' ~ood~ an{1 ch;lt\plt- "'ithin the limits of the School Section, sec eletientA 
divislon Oi'lhe J:!tll~Sectiotl oj tllf' .:\('1. . 

6. The 'frml('I'" ~hould llL:lk,' the :lPJlortio1Llllent for Fuel iJt JIIIJ1I{!1. a~ one item in the 
Rate Bill, and tll'_'l1 exercise their O\\'n di~rretion as to" ht?tiL('~ th,-· itl'lll for fQel should 
be pair! in mouey or wood-fixillg the price pf'r cord. to he allOlyed for the WOOd·, 
d.escrihing the kind of WOOlJ, and the mallner in which it should be prepared for the 
School. In cal't' ;IIIY perl'on should fail to pny the amount of his ,,"oorl-hill, in the man­
ocr and at the tilJJe prf'!'lcrilJcLl by the Trustees, the payuient should, of course, be 
enforced in the sam£' Illanflt'r a~ lh'1.t of the :C:chool Teacher's wages, and the amollnt, 
thus collected, paid for '-he purcha~e of wood. 

SEC'l'W{O; 10. Furm of Trustees' Order upon the Local Superintendent. 

To the Local Superintenden1 of Schools for the Township or County of --. 

PA y to tit.,.. "nsert the Tearher's name] or Order; out of the School Fund 
apportioned to School S,·ction, ;'\0.-, ill the Township of --~, the sum 
of [ltere write the sum 'II wordsJ 

A. B"l C. D., Trustees. 
E. F., 

Dated lhi. -- day of--, 18-. 

REMARKS. No part or the School Fund i~ allowed to he. paid for any other purpose 
dIan for the salary oftl1(' Teacher; aniJ the Local ~uperinu>ndl'llt is not authorized to give 
a cheque UpOIl tile County Treasurer or Sub-treasurer to pay the School Fund moiety of a 
Teacher's salary tu a1lY otlter lhan the Teacher interested, or to some person authorized 
),y the Teacher to receive it. . 
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SEWTION 11. Form of need jO"f' the ~ite of the Common School HQUlJe, Teaclur'~ 
Resutence, ~c. 

lrhis Jtnbrnturr, made the --- day of ---, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hnndred ~nd ---, in pursuance 
of the ACT to facilitate the cOllveyance of Real Property, between __ 
--, of the Township [Village, Town or City] of---, in the County 
of ---, and Province of Canada, of the first part, and the Trustee. 
of School Section Number --, in the Township of --, in the COUDty 
of ---, and Province aforesaid, of the secoDd part, 

~itul'1.IsrtIt, that in consideration of -- --, of lawful 
money of Canada, now paid by the Trustees of the School Section 
aforesaid to the said party of the first part, who hereby grants unto the 
Trustees of the School Section aforesaid, their Successors and Assign. 
for ever, all that Parcel of Land, &c, 

b- TRUST for the use of a Common School, in and for School Section 
Numher --, in the Township of --, and in the County and Proviuce 
aforesaid. 

THE said -- -- (!!:ournants witb tbe Trustees of tbe 
School Section aforesaid, that he hath the right to convey the said Lande 
to the Trustees of the School Section aforesaid. And that tbe Trustee. 
of the School Section aforesaid .hall have quiet possession of the said 
Lands: FREE FROM INCUMBRANCES. And the said ----- COVENAN'N! 
with the Trustees of the School Section afore.aid, that he will execute 
8uch further aSSlirances of the said Lands as maY be requisite. 

Jtn witness whrrrof, tbe said parties bereto have bereunto 
set their hane's and seals in the day and year before mentioned, 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in presence of 

f, .. ,~: ~ IVitnesscs. 

J. D. (seal.) 
F. H. (seal.)} 
S. ~1. (seal.) TMJE/ ... , 
1. B. (seal.) 

REMARKS. 1. If the Grantor he a married man, hi.: wifl"~ name must be in!:!erted in 
the Deed, and this plm.1';l' added after the word .. !t'(llJi~itf' :'- And -- --­
wife of the said -----, hereby Lars her dl)\\ er JH the :-aid Lands. • 

2. \Yhell. however, the 1011.1 has descended to the \\'ife in her u\\'11 right, she must.. 
besides jt)ilLiu~ with her hushaHd in the Conveyance, appear Jlf'liJre two JU:-.!i('('~ of the 
Peace, to dl.'darC' that ~il\' lIa!'! paru.'d with her C!:itate ill tile land ililcutied to fit, convt'yed 
without auy cl)Ncion or tear tllereorhy or 011 rhe Imrtof her hU:"'Jud; and tlll' ('/']'tificates 
of ~urh Ju .. ti,~l'~ tJlII~l appear Oll ,the hack of the ('ollvcyance the day of its execution. 
The (brIU of llie l'f'!lilic;-!if' is as lullu\\:.: :-" \\"e Ihe ulltier~jglJ['d JII~tices of the Peace 
(or ___ , /10 hell,hy l'r~rt:I'Y that 011 Iili" -day 01'---, J:I-. at ---, the 
within j)r'Pli wifs u((ly f',\CCUII'r1 in ule prf'..,r;llce of -----, by -----_ 
wife uf -- --, (.IILI,' oj the (;t:Jllwrs therein nalJlP" ; and that tlJesaid - -_' 
at the said tilll(' awl 101;1"1', l~eillg pXllltline~ hy ll~. :qnrt rrO,l1I her,husIIOlltl!, did appear ~ 
give jlt'r cunsent to d/'(I:~rl wllh her ~_'~tl{{' j~1 the lauds I.W>LJtJOI1CU m lhl- ~;lId Deed, freely 
and YUIUlllarHy, and \\'II!tfJl,tt t~uercJou or kar ofcoerclOu 011 the part of lil'[ husband, or 
ofauyotiwI pN::i'Jli ,)r JI':bUII~ \\/J~t~IJe\"('r." hR. \Y-t J. P. 

u A. )1-, J. P." 
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3 If the Deed be for the Site ofa School-house in a City, Town or Incorporated Village. 

the 'words Board of School Trustees for such City, Town or Village should be inserted 
instead ai- the words •• Trustees of School Section NWllber-", &e., in the foregoing 
form. See the 24th and 26th Sections of the Act. 

SECTION 12. FOTffI of 1M .Annual Report of School Trustees to tM Local Supm .. 
tendent of Schoo13. 

Not •• A copy ofa blank form of the A~nual School Report to be1illed up and forwarded 
ID the Local Superintendent before the lath of January m each year, will be furnIsbed to 
eacb set of Trustees. For the items of information to be included in the ReJ?Ort, see tl)e 
19th clause of the 12th Section of the Common School Act, 13th and 14th Viet., chap. 4S. 
A~eording to the thirteenth section of the Act, any Trustee wilfu~ly signing.3 false 

report, will render himself liable to a severe penalty; and also, accordmg to the BI:z;teentA 
tHfI8t of the twelfth section, in the event of his refusing or wilfully neglecting, at any 
time, to pertorm his duty. 

N. B. Remarks on the Duties of Trustees will be found in the General Regulatitmtl, 
ehapter VI, s&;tion 2. The list of Scbo,?l Boo~s, ~aps, &c., autho~zed by the Council of 
Public Instruction for Upper Canada, WIth thel! prices annexed, wlll be found on page 
63. 

It is to be observed, that, according to the fifteenth clause of the twelfth .ution1 it tB 
die duty of each COrporation of Trustees to procure annually, " for the benefit ot" their 
Scbool Section, some periodical tUvoted to Education." The price of such a periodical 
is, of course, to he charged by the Trustees to the contingent expenses of their Schoo) 
Section, and included in the School Rate. 

CHAPTER II. 

FORMS FOR TEACHERS OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

SECTION 1. Form of a Teacher" Receipt. 

1. Form of a Receipt to Parents or Guardians on the payment of their 
Rate Bill. 

RECEIVED from [here write the name of the Pupil or person paying) the 
sum of [here UJritetlwsum inUJords) currency. in payment oftlie Rate Bill 
due from [ltCre w,~t. the name oj' the person in whose hehalf payme"t is 
made) to School Section No.--, in the Town.hip of---, for the [month 
or quarter) ending the -- day of--, 18--. 

Dated this - day of--. 18-. A. B., Trochef'. 

REMARKS. When the payment of the Rate Bill is made by the Parent or Guardian 
.concerned, the receipt should state it accordingly. 

The payment of the Rate Bill to the Teacher, within the time which may be prescribed 
by the 'rrustees, will cV'mpt the pcr~on thus paying it from the payment of the Collector'8 
fees. The Teacher should, of course, apprise the Collector of all payments made to 
him, 80 thi!t the Collec.tor may not be at the trouble of calling upon such persons; and 
sbould the reacher not IIIfonn, the Collector of sllch payments within the time prescribed 
by the Trustees, he :o;houltl be lIable to pay the Collee tor the usual Fees for the unnecessary 
trouble imposed upon him hy such Tear hpr's neglect. 

2- Form of a Receipt to Trustees. 

RECEIVED from the Trustees of School Section No. --, in the Township 
of----, the sum of [he"e Ic .. ite the sum in words) currency, in payment 
of my salary in parI [or infulll for the rmonth or quarter,) ending the--
day of--. 18--. A. B., Teacher. 
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BECrtON 2. Form of T •• d ... •• Circular Noti .. of 1M Qo.rlorly Ezaminntittt of Ai • 
. SchOol. 

School Section No.-
. ---- --- --. 18-. 

SlR.-In conforinity with the 3rd clause of the 16th Section of the Com­
mon School,Act, 13th and 14th Vict., Chapter 48, the Quarterly Exami­
nation of the School Section No. -, will be held on -- day, the -- of 
----, when the pupils of this :5cllOol wiU be publicly examined in' the 
several subjects whIch ther have been taught during the quarter now 
closing. The Exercises wi I cOll)me'oee at 9 o'clock, A. M., and you ar~ 
respectfully requested to attend them. ' 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 
To C. D., School Trustee; otVisitor. A. B., Teacher. 

REMARKS. A copy of the above Notice ought to be sent to each of the Trustees, and 
to afl many Visitant Qf the School Section as possible. t:lefj.~ymen nre School VISitors 01 
any Towl1shipill which they have pastoral charge; all Jutl~es, Members of the Legis~ 
lature, Members of the rounty Council and Justices of the Peace, are School Visitors of 
the Township in which they reside. The Teacher sbould address a circular notice 10 
those of them "'htl r~side within two or three miles of his School, he is, also. required 
to give notIce, throuJ!h his pupils, to their Parents and Guardians and to the neighboUl­
hood, of the Examination. 

For Holidays and Vacattotls. ~e General Regulations., Chapter VI. Section t. k'·y 
Reluarks on the Duties of Teachers. see the same Chapter, Section 3. pages 57 and 59_ 

8eCTIO)f 3. Form 0/ a TeacJur's ScJt.ool RegVter. 

[A Blank Form will be prepared.] 
NOTE. As thejirst clause of the thirty-first Section of the Act contemplatea the disc-f· 

bution of the School money to the scv('Cal sections of a Township according to the attend­
ance of pupils at School, and not according to School population. the Teacher who fail!! 
to keep a full and accurate account of the attendance of pupils '11 his school, lessens t.'l,,! 

~ee~:~cf~110!n~h~c~~~1 s~~~~~~gi~~r ~re~~~~go~~tl::n~ I:C~d'fk ;;~~en:Jl~e~~ 
Section of the Act, any Teacher ,,:ho IShall keep a false School Regislet, or make a falh:'!' 
School return, will render himself liable to a severe penalty. 

N .B. The order of the Trustees delivered to a Local Superintendent will be the SUpci· 
intendent's authority and receipt for the cheque upon the County or Su})'Treasurer. aotJ 
that cheque will be the Treal!lurer's receipt for the amount specified OD the face of it. 

CHAPTER III. 

FORMS FOR TOWNSHIP COUNCILS. 

SECTION 1. Form of Notice to be given lty the Tow7UIhip Clerk to f.Ae~JH)1t dui~ 
by tll-e llfunicipal .J1uthority to appoint the time and plau of eke fir" ScJwol liediDn 
J,[eeting. 

TOWNSHIP CLERK.'S OI'F[OK, 
----18-. 

SIR.-I have the honour to inform you, that in conformity with the 3n1 
clause of the 18th section of Ihe Common School Act, 13th and 14th Vict., 
Chap. 48. Ihe Municipal Council ?f this :rownship h~s authorize~ aod 
required you, wlthlll twenty days alter receivIng thiS nottce, to appotnttbe 
time and place ofholdinll the first School C'tJeding for th.e e,lection oftbree 
Trustees for School Section 1'10. --, which School Sectton 18 bounded ud 
may be known aa follow.: [Hert insert th. description qfit.l Copies 0( 

F 



YOllr Notice are to be posted, in at least three public place. in the School 
Sectiou above described, 8tleasl six d8fs before the lime of holding such 
meeting. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
A. B., Township CkTk. 

REMARKS. In notifying the fonn.tion of several School Sections, or the formation of 
~ of Sectioru, the phraseology of the notices should be varied, at the diserttion of 
the Township Clerk, and in aeeordanee with the proceedings and directions of the 
Caunell. ' 

Tbe Notices of School mse.,me7lu, and Assessments for the erection andfurniaking 
• School-hoolts, for the purcluuing oj School Site., -\-c., may be given in such a man­
ReI' as the Council shall direct. 

For Form of Deed. for a School Site, &te., see Chapter I, Section 12. 

8eeTION 2.. Form of intimating to Trustees the alteration of tlteir School Section.. 

TOWNSHIP CLERK'S OFFICE, 

--- --- 18 --. 
SLR,--In conformity with the 4th clause of the 13th section of the Com­

mon School Act, 13th and 14th Vict. chap. 48, 1 have to acquaint you that 
the Municipal Council of this Township has altered the School Section of 
which you are Trustee, in the following manner: [Here insert the changes 
IJ1hich ha"e been made, and tM description of the new School Section.] 
These changes will go into effect tram and after the twenty·fifth day of 
next Uecember, according to the 4th. clause of the J 8th Section of the Act. 

You will plea,e communicate this notice to the otber Trustees at your 
S9hool SectIOn. I am, Sir, 

Your obedieut Servant, 

·ToD. E., 
A. B., Township CleTk. 

Trustee of School Section No.-, Township of----
REMA.R.K. In giving notice of the fonuation of Union School Sections, see the remark8 

at the end of the following ,section 3. 

I9scnON 3. F~ oj intimating to tlu Local Superinten4ent ·of Schools the alteratiOJl 
oj a Scltool Section. 

TOWNSHIP CLERK'S OFFICE, 
---18-. 

SiR,--In conformIty with the 4th clause of the 18th Section of the Com­
mon School Act, 13th and 14th Vict. Chap. 48, I have to acquaint you thnt 
the Municipal Council of this Township has altered School Section, No. 
-, in the following manner: [Here illsert the cluznfTes ,,·hich ha"e be.,. 
made, and the description of the new School Section. t These chanll'es go 
'into effect from and after thetwenty-fifthdav of next December, according 
to the 4th clause of the 18th Section of the Act. 

I am, Sir. 
Your obedient Servant, 

The Local Superintendent of Schools 
A. E., Township Clerk.. 

for the County or Township of----. 
N~. U. '\Vh('[l the Cuio;. School Section js formed or altered, af: authorized by the 3th 

rrov~o of the 4th cla~~c of·tbe 18th Section, the Clerk of the Township in which the 
Schoul-bollse of such \ Ilion Section is situated, should communkate the requisite notices 
,to ,thIJ pru:ties cori~!T!wl.l. ~ee 6tll proviso of the 4til clause of the 18th Section, compa:-ed. 
,wU,b lbe4th SeCLi(JQ t)! tb..' Act. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR COUNCILS AND TRUS­
TEES/IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND INCORPORATED VILLAGE":. 

1. The forty-sc~cnth and twenty-fifth sedions of the Act requite' the 
Mayors of Cities and Towns and the Tawil Reeves of Incorp.orated 
Villages to call the first Schooll\leetings in their respective Municipalities 
for the election of Trustees. The sections of the Act referred to are so 
explicit as to the manner in which such uotices should be given, that it 
would be superfluous to insert any form for them in this place. 

2. According to the twenty-sixtlt section and the nintlt clause of the 
twenty:!ou"t" section, the annual and special meetings for the electiou of 
Trustees, and for any other school purpose, are to be called by the Board 
of School Trustees of' each City, Town, or Incorporated Village. The 
notices in every Buch case should be signed, in behalf of the Board 
of Trustees, by the Chairman or Secretary,-should be given to 
the taxable inhabitants of the cit)'. town, ward, 0" village concerned, 
and should specify the object of the meeting called. With these remarks, 
the forms for calling annual and special school meetings in townships 
by School Trustees, given in the first chapter of these Forms and In­
structions, will afford a sufficient directory to Trustees in Cities, Towns 
and incorpora~ed Villages for calling similar meetings. The same rsfer­
ence may be made in respect to the forms of School Rate-bills and 
agreements with Teachers, as far as it may be thought expedient to 
adopt them. 

3. School Trustees of Cities, Towns and rncorporated Villages, will 
also adopt such forms as they may think proper, in laying, from time to 
time, before their respective Councils estimates,of the sums required by 
them for Common School purposes; likewise in preparing for publication 
tbe annual reports of their proceedings, as reqnired by the eleventh clauss 
of the /wenty:!oltrtit section.' To facilitate the performance of the duty 
required by the latter part of the same clause. a blank annual report will 
be prepared and transmitted to the Board of Trustees in each City, 
Town and in"orporated Village. This remark does not, of course, apply 
to incorporated ViII~ges the cnrrent year (1850,) until the end of whic~, 
their present School Section divisions and Trustees remain unchanged, 
and will report as heretofore by filling up the blank reports provided for 
tbem. 

4. The School Registers and Visitors' books kept in each Common 
School of any City, Town, or incorporated Village, are the .ame as 
those required to be kept in each Common School of a township; res­
pecting which ,8ee remarks in chapter I of thes8 Forms and InstructioQJ. 



CHAPTER V. 

I·'ORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILS, 
COUNTY BOARDS OF PUBLIC I.'JSTRUCTION, AND LOCAL 
SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

l. The Duties of Cuunty Councils, or the Councils of Union. of 
Counties, (see 48th section) are BO clearly stated in the Beveral clauses 
of the twenty-seventl, Section of the Act, that it is needless to make any 
explanat."y remarks in reference to them; nor i. it necessary to furnish 
any forms for bonds of security required of County Treasurers or Sub­
Treasurers of School moneys, or forms of notices required of each County 
Clerk to each Local Superintendent of his appointment and of the amount 
of money apportioned to the Town.hip or Townships of his charge. and 
to the Chief Superintendent of the name and post-office address of the 
County Treasurer and of each Local Superintendent of Schools in the 
County. and also transmitting to the Ch·ief Superintendent a copy of all 
the proceedings of the County C6uncil 011 SchOilI matters, and an ab­
stract of the auditors' annual report to the Council. 

The Treasurer of each County, City or Town (see section 42) should 
either apply personally, or appoint some person at the Seat of Govern­
ment, to apply and receive tbe Legislative School Grant apportioned to 
8uch County, City or Town. The proper form of a Power of Attorney for 
that purpose must be familiar to every officer concerned; also that each 
euch Power of Attorney must be witnessed, signed, and forwarded in 
duplicate. 

2. On the fidelity and alnlily with "hich County Boards of Public 
Instruction fulfil the iunctions assigned to them in the 29th section of 
the Act, depend the ch.raet~r and efficieney of the Schools as affected by 
the characler and qualifications of lhe Teachers. Much has been said 
"bout incompetent Trustees and their employment of incompetent Teach­
',"s; but Trustees cannot employ .uch Teachers by means of Ihe School 
Fund, unless suth Teacher. are licensed to teach. It therefore remains 
with the County Boards (chiefly with the Local Superintendents) to say 
whether a penny of the School Fund shall be misapplied in payment of 
any intemperate, immoral, or incompetent Teacher. In giving certificates 
of qualification, County Boards should not, therelore, regard individual 
~pplicants, but the interests of youth. the deslinies of the rising and 
future generations of the country. As the fifteenth Section of the Act 
recognizes lhe validity of Local Superintendents' certificates of qualifica­
lions nntil the expiration of the current year (1850,) the fl>nclions of 
County Boards in this respect will, ha'rdly commence until the year 1851, 
!lefore which time a Programme! of Examination aud Instructions, 88 
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authorized hy the twenty-ninth Section of the Act, will he provided, 
according to which the future examinations aod classification of Te.chere 
will he conducted aod determined. 

3. No L6cal Superintendent will need aform for notifying the Trus­
tees of each School Section within his jorisdictioo of the amount of the 
School Fund apportiooed to such Seclioo for anyone year; or of aform 
of cheque upon the County Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer for school 
moneys in behalf of legally qualified Teachers. No explanatioo can 
make the important duties of each Local Superiotendent plainer than the 
several clauses of the thirty-jirst Section of the Act; and the form of 
conducting the correspondence which the duties of his office requires, is 
left to his own judgment. The Chief Soperintendent of Schools will 
furnish each Local Superintendent with a blank annual report for himself 
and for the Trustees of each School Section within his charge. 

MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS. 

1 . ..Appeals to the Chief Superintendent of Schooh, 4'c.-AIl parties concerned in 1M 
operation of the Common Scbool Act have tbe ri~bl of appeal to tbe Chief Super­
intendent of Schools; and he is authorised to decide on such questions 3S arc not 
otherwise provided for by law. Dut for the ends of jUliitice-to prevent delay, 
and to save exwnse, It will be necessary for any party thus appealing to the Chief 
Superintendent: 1. To furnish the party against whom they may appeal, with a. rorrect 
copy of their communication to the Chief Superintenden~ in order that the opposiw 
party may have an opportunity of transmitting, also, any explanation or answer that 
such party may judge expedient. 2. To state expressly, In the appeal to the Chief 
Superintendent, tba.t the opposite party has thus been notified of it. It must not be BUp­
posed that the Chi' lperintendent will tlecide, or form an opinion, on auy point affect­
ing different part,: , without hearing both sides-whatever delay may at any time be 
occasioned in orlll'r to secure such a hearing. 

ad~c~I~~ ~~~t~i~lg pg~~:i~~Spr~de~~~1 ~e~~~::'J~fr~::: O~Og~::!~:li~~~~~~~:~ng tor 
3. Communications g6nerally.-Tbe parties concerned are left to their own discretion 

as to the forms o( all communications, relating to Common Schools, for which specific 
Forms are not furnished in the foregoirlg pages. 

4~ All communicatioos with the Government, relating to Schools conducted under th£' 
authority of the Common School Act, 13th and 14th Victoria, Chapter 48, should be made 
through the Education Office, Toronto. 

5. Communications with the Government, not SO made. are referred hack to the 
Education Office, to he brought before His Excellency through the proper Dcpartment­
which occasions unnecessary delay and expense. 

CHAPTER VI. 

GEXERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION, GOVERNMENT AND 
DISCIPLIXE OF L'O~DION SCHOOLS IN UPPER (,,\XADA; 

.A.cWptcd after mature con~idcr~tio71t by the Council fir Public Instructiun, as aulhoriz~d 
TJy the Art, 13th and uth Vidoria, Cltapter 48, Sectiun 3~. 

SECTlO:i 1. HO'UTfJ of Daily Teaching, Ilolidays and Vacations. 

1. The bours of teaching each day shall not exceed six, oxclusive of all 
Ihe time allowed at noon for recreation. Nevertheltss, a Ie" number of 
hours for daily teaching may he determined UPOIl iuaoyschoo'l, at tb. 
option of the Trustees. 

F3 
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'. Eyery al\~rnat~ Saturqay shell be Ii h,?Ii~ay in ~~c? ?~h?9[, 
3.. T¥~re sh~ll be three vacati\lIlS dQring each };eaC; t~e fi~st, eight ~ays, 

at Easter; the second, the first two }Ve~k~ in Augu~i; the third, eight 
~tty's1 at Chri~!~~s. 

4. Allllgreemenle betw,een :r~ustees Ij,IlIl Teaqhecs shall be supjeC\ 10 the 
foregoing regulations; and no Teacher shall be deprived of aoy part of his 
salary on account of observing aIlowed Holiqays and Vacatio,ns. 

SECTION 2. Duties oj Trustee •. 

1. Th~ full and ex~licit m~n~e~ in ~hich the duties of Trustees are enu­
meral~d and slated in ,be several clauses of ,he twelfth section of the Act, 
r~l!<\e'rslt"nneces9ary I~ d'~ \1l~~e, in this pla~e, tb~n roak; s0tIJ7 expository 
remarks o!, t~~ Yl\tur~, ~f theg~n,er~1 duties ~f Tru~lees. an~ th~ relat\olls 
subsisting between them and the Teachers whom they employ. The law 
illl(eSIS Trustees 'rith mOst important func,tiQ!ls; tbey are a corporation, 
~o4 ~s such, t~e o"rnelshi,P and control of tbe School .ite, School-~ou~e. 
Ij,od all the properly atlachea thereto, is vested in them; they are to proVide 
ij,pd fl\rni~11 the School-house and premi~es, aod ~pp~ratus and text-bo"ks 
for tbe School; aud Ihey alone have authority to employ the Teacher. 
'J',jIfii qutie~ "re, t~erefore, of the greatest importance, lind they; should be 
""ell understood . 

. ~~ :While lhe Twslees elllploy the Teacher-agree with bim as to the 
period during wl1ich he shall teach, and Ihe '8\1lount of his remuneration­
the mode QrteaChing is at "he optioll' o(the 'Tea~her' and 'the Local 
f:!flp'efint~Ddent an~ Visitors alo~e ha>:e aright t~ ,!d'~~~ him on tQe s~bject. 
The Teacher ia not a mere machin~, and no Trustee or parent should 
~Iten)pt /0 reduce ~inll? th~tp~siti'l'1' Hiscbaracter alld ~is i~teresl B:like 
!lrotllpt him to make his instructions as efficient and popular as possible; 
apd if be 'does not give satisfaction, h~ can be dismiss~d according to the 
terms of his agreement wi;h his employers. To interfere with him, and 
oIeprive him of his discretion as a Teacher, and then to dismiss him for 
inefficiency, which is the natural and usual result, is to inflict upon him a 
d!1~b!e ~ronll' '!I,d fr~~~~~tly inj~res tile pupils themselves, and all parties 
concerneq. It ~h~uld then be di~tinctl~ understood, as essential 10 the 
Teacher's character, l;losition and success, that he judge for himself as to 
the mode of leac~iDg in his school, including, of couroe, Ih~ classification 
of pupils, as well as the manner of instructing them. It is, nevertheless, 
the dUly of the Truatees to see tbat the school is conducted according to 
the regulations aUlhorized by law. 

3. It is therefore importaut that Trustees should select .a competent 
TeBcher. ' The bllS' Tea~"er is always the cT.eapest. He teaches mosi, 



and inculcales lhe bes~ habits qf le,arning an<\ mental development, in a 
give~1 t~"le! and tilT),~ 8Dd proper habits are worth !Dore t~an moneJ, 
bqth to pupils and the" parents" Trustees who pay a Teacher fairly and 
punctually, arid treat him properl)', will seldom want a I\'0od Teach'er,' 
To employ an incompetent person, because he offers bis incompete'n'tser­
vices for Ii .in~1! sum, is 'a ,vaste of mone)" a~d a mockery and inj'ur~; of 
the ),ollth of the neighbourhood, We entirely concilr with the National 
Board of Education in Ireland, in the follbwing "stin,late oC the qualities 
of a good Tear.her :- ' , " , ,,' ' 

U A Teacher should be a person of Christian sentiment,Ofealm temper, and discreuon: 
~e sho~1d be 4nJJ;ued witl\ 'the spirit of peace, of obedience lO the law, and ot' \ayalty to 
bis Sovereign; he should not only'possess the art of cOlI:unt,1I!ic~ting knowledge, bu~ be 
capable of moulding the mind of youth, and of givin~ 'to the poWer, 'whicH eduea'tio'n 
confers, a useful direction. r,rhese ~e the qualities for wJ;1icb Patrons (or Trustees] of 
Sct1ool~, ~~en·rn~k~ng choice of a Teacher, Bho~ld' ~~I.jouslr ~ook;.~' '. 

4, Trustees will alway~ /in,d il !he best ~col)omy' to ha~e, !l qo'1ll,Do­
dious School-houRe, kept comfortable, and properly,furnished, It i. as 
difficult for pupils to learn, as i\ is for the' rnasteilo 'teach, in ~n unfur-
nished alld co'mfortless school-house. " , , , 

5. In the,sele~tion of Books to he us~d ill the 8ch,Q!)I, frail) I/le Ilene~-
1I11is\ authorized according tQ law, ips :fru,te~~ 4h!,ul,d. ~~e that ~ut o,,~ 
S~fies of .jl.eaqing books, one Arithmetic, Of one fqr tlui beginners an«l 
anolher for t/le more adva\lced pllpil., one geog~appy,.I<,c. 8houl~ be 
used in any on. school, in order that the 8cholar. may be classified in \I)e 
slveral branches which they are studying Heterogeneous school books 
(how~ve~ go04 ~ach bool!; mar 'be' in itself) rellde, classificati~D impo .. i­
ble, increase the labour imd waste the time of the Teacher, and retard the 
progress of theilUpll.: But the Teacher ~nd p~pi!~labo~r ~t ~~e' g~~af­
est disadvantage, when they are compelled to UBe books which ar~ a8 
vadolls as the' scholars' Danies; , " " " 

SECTION 3.-Dutin oj Ttacht7'i. 

The sixteenth section of tl)e School Act prescribeS, in explicit and 
comprehensive terms, the'duties of T~acher. ; apd rio"T~acher can le­
gally claim his salary' who' disregards' the reqiiirerijents' o'f the la~, 
Among other things, the Act requires each Teacher to .. maintain proper 
order and discipline in his school, according to the forms and regulationl 
which shall be provided according to law," The law makes it the duty 
of the Chief Superintendent of Schools to provicje Ihe forms; and the 
Council of Public Instruction prescri\le the following regulations for the 
guidance of Teachers in the conduct aud discipline of their schoOlS. 

It shall be the duty of each Teacher of a Common School ;-

1. To receive courteously the Visitols appointed by law, and to afford 
Q1em every facility for inspecting the books used, and to examine into 
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the state of lhe school; to have the Visitors' book open, that the Visi­
tors may, if they chooee, enter remarks in it. The frequency of visits 
to the s~hool by intelligent persoDs, animates the pupils, and greatly 
aids the faithful Teacher. 

2. To keep the Registers accurately and neatly, according to the pre­
scribed forms; which is the more important under the present School 
Act, as the 31st section of it authorizes the distribution of tbe local school 
fund according to the average attendance of pupils attending each school. 

3. To classify the children according to tbe books used; to study 
those books himself; and to teach according to tbe improved method 
rucommended in their prefaces. 

4. To observe himself, and to impress upon the minds of the pupils, the 
great rule of regularity and order,-A TIME AND A PLACE FOR EV ERYTHIJiO, 
AND EVERYTHING IN ITS PROPER T1J\olE AND PLACE. 

5. To promote, both by precept and example, CLEANLINESS, NEAT­
IIESS, and DECENCY. To effect this, the Teacher should set an exaample 
of cleanliness and neatness in his own person, and in the slate and gen­
eral appearance of the school. He should also satisfy himself, by personal 
inspection every morning, that the children have 'had their hands and 
faces washed, their hair combed, and clotbes cleaned and, when necee­
sary, mended. The Bchool apartments, too, should btJ!swept and dusted 
eve ry evening. • 

6. To pay the strictest attention to the morals and general conduct 
of hi. pupils, and to omit no opportunity of inculcating the principles of 
TRUTH AND HONESTY; the duties of respect to superiors, and obedience 
to all' persons placed in authority over them. 

7. To evince a regard for the improvement and general welfare of his 
pupils, to treat them with kindness comhined with firmuess; and to aim 
at governing them by their affections and reason, rather than by harsh­
ness and severity. 

8. To cultivate kindly and affectionate feelings among his pupils; to 
discountenance quarrelling, cruelty to animals, aud every a~proacb to 
vice. 

&(ti~", 4.-Dutics of Fi.silore. 

1. The illirfy·second section of the Act provides that all Clergymen 
recognized by law of whatever denomination, Judges, Members of the 
Legislature, Magistrates, Members of County Councils, and Aldermen, 
shall be School Visitors; and th'e thirty-third section of the Act pre-
scribes lheir lawful duties. . 

2. The partit's thus authorized to act as Visilors, have it in their 
power to "ert an immense influence in elevating th'e character alid 



61 

promoting the efficiency of the schools, by identifying themselves with 
them, by visiting them, encouraging the pupil" aiding and counsel:ing 
Teachers, and impressing upou parents their iuterests and duties in the 
education of their offspring. In visiting schools, however, Visitors 
should, in no instance, speak disparagingly of the instructions or man­
agement of the Teacher in the presellce of the pupils; hut if thn think 
it necessary to give auy advice to the Teacher, they should du· it pri­
vately. They are ~Iso desired to communicate to the local or Chief 
SuperintendeDt any thing which they shall think important to the inter­
ests of any school visited by them. The law recommends Visitors, 
.. especially to attend lhe Quarterly Examinlttions of the Schools." It is 
hoped that all Visitors will feel it both a duty and a privilege to aid, on 
Buch occasions, by their presence and iufluence. Whiie it is competent 
to a Visitor to engage in any exercises which shall not be objected to by 
the authorities of the school, it i. expected that no Visitor will introduce, 
on any Buch occasion, any thing calculated to wound or give offence to 
the feelings of any class of his fellow Christians. 

3. The local Superintendents are School Visitors, by virtue of their 
office, and their comprehensive duties, as such, are stated with sufficient 
minuteness in the 3rd clause of the 31st section of the School Act. While 
each local Superintendent makes the careful inquiries and examinations 
required by law, and gives privately to the Teacher and Trustees such 
advice as he may deem expedient, and such counsel and encouragement to 
the Pupils, as circumstances may suggest, he will exhibit a courteous and 
conciliatory conduct towards all persons with whom he is to communicate, 
and pursue such a line of conduct as will tend to uphold the just influence 
and authority, both of Trustees and Teachers. 

4. Too strong a recommendation cannot be given to the establishment 
of Circulating Libraries in the various Townships, and School Sections. 
A Township Association, with an auxiliary in each School Section, 
might, by means of a comparatively small sum, supply popular and useful 
reading for the young people of a whole Township. It is submitted to the 
serious attention of all School Visitors, as well as Trustees, and other 
friends of the diffusion of useful knowledge. 

SECTION 5. Constitution and Government of Schools in rupect to RcligioulJ, and 
~nIoral Instructiu1I. 

As Christianity is the basis of our whole system of Elem.entary Edu­
cation, tbat principle should pervade Itthroughout. Where Il'cannot .ue 
carried out in mixed Schools to the sattsfactlOn of botb Roman Cathohcs 
and Protestants, the law provides for the establish!"ent of se~arate Schoolsl 
And th. Common School Act, fourteenth sectIOn, secunn.g lndlvldua. 
rights as well as recognizing Christianitr. provide., ". That tn any Model 
or Commoa School estabhshed under thts Act, no chIld shall be reqUIred 
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to tead or study in or from any religious book, or to join in any exercise of 
devotion or religion" which .hall be objec,ted t.o, by ,his., or Iler parents 
or guardians: Provided always, that wlthm thIs bmltat,lOn" pupils, shall 
be a!lowed to receive such religious instruction as their parents or guardians 
.hall desire, according to the general regulations which shall be provided 
according to law." ." 

In the section of the Act thus quoted. the principle of rei igious in.i roc lion 
in the schools is recognized, the restrictioo within which it is to be given 
is stated, aod the exclusive right of each parent and guardian on the subjecl 
is secured, without any interposition from Trustees, Superintendents, at 
the Government itself~ 

The Common School being a day, and not a boarding school, rules, 
arising from domestic relations and duties are not required; and as the 
pupils are under the care of their parents and guard,ans on Sabbaths, no 
regulations are called for in respect to their attendance at public worship. 

In regard to the nature and extent of the daily religious exercises of the 
School, and the special religious instruction given to pupils, the CouNciL 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR UPPER CANADA. makes Ihe following Regu­
lati.ons and Recommendations :-

1. The public religious exercises of each school shall be a matter of 
mlltual voluntary arrangement bel ween the Trustees and Teacher; and it 
shall be a matier of mutual voluntary arrangement between the Teacher' 
and the parent or guardian of each pupil, as to whether he shall hear such 
pupil recite from the Scriptures, or Catechism, or other summary of reli­
gious doctrine and duty of the persuasion of such parent or guardian. 
Such recitations, however, are not to interfere with the regular exercises 
of the school. 

2. But the principles'ofreligion and morality should be inculcated upon 
all the pupils of the school. What the Commissioners of National Education. 
in Ireland state as existing in schools under their charge, should charac­
terize the instruction give (I in each ~cbool in Upper Canada. The Com­
!l'issioners state that" in the National Schools the importance of rehgion 
IS constantly impressed upon the minds of children, through tbe works 
calculated to promote good principles and fill the heart with love for reli­
gion" but which are so c~mpiled as not to clash with the doctrines of any 
particular class of Chris!!ans." In each school the Teacher sh.ould exert 
hiS best endeavours, both by example and precept, to impress upon tlie 
mIDds of all children and youth c.ommitted to his care and instructlOn, the 
principles of piety, justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to iheir 
count!y, humanity and universal benevolence, sobriety, industry, frugality, 
chastity, moderallon and temperance, and those other virtues which are the 
ornament of sociely' and on, which a free constitution of government is 
founded; and it is the duty of each Teacher to endeavour to lead his pupils, 
as then ages and' capacities will admit, into a clear understanding of the 
tendency of the above mpntioned virtue., in ord., to nreserve and nerfect 
the blessings of law and liberty, as well as to promote their future ha,Ppi­
ness, and also to point out t" tbem the evil tendency of the opposite Vices. 

By Order of tbe Council of Public Instnolction for Upper Canada. 

EDUCA.TION OFFICE, Toronto. 
Adopted tho 5th dp.y 0/ .lull''''', 1850, 

J. GEORGE HOllGINS, 

R ... rdint! Cleric, 
C.P.l.. 
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LIST ON SCHOOL BOOKS. 
"Published under the direction of the Commissioners of National Educa­

tion in Irelalld"--prepared by practical an.1 experienced Masters--and 
recommended by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada, 
to be used in Canadian Schools; together with the maximum retail pricu 
at which those Books will be sold, by parties re.printing or importing 
them. (Tho Council 01 Public Instruction has also recommended 
Lennie's English Grammar, and sanctioned the use of Kirkham'6 
English Grammar and Morsc', Geography.) 

First Book of Lessons, ...••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
CURRENCY. 

Os 2d 
Second dillo _ •• ___ .••••• ______ •••••• ____ ._._ 0 8 
Seq.uel to Second Book, _. ____ ._ •••• __ ••.•••••. _ •••••••• 
Thll'd Book of Lessons, _________ •• _. __ ••••••• _ •••..•••• 

1 0 
1 4 

~'ourth diu... ______ . __ • ______ •• __ • __ ••• __ •••• 1 8 
Fifth ditlo (Boys') _. ___ • _____ ••• __ ._ •••••••••• 
Reading Book ror Girls' School, _ ........ _________ • ____ _ 
Introduction to the Art of Reading, _________ • ___ • ____ •• 
Spelling Book Superseded, ________ • __ • ____ •• _. ___ •• _ .• 
English Grammar, ______________________ .. _ .. __ .. _______ _ 
Key to dItto, . ___ - ••• ________ . _________ .• ___ •.• _. 
Epitome of Geographical Knowledge, ________ •• ____ •••• 
Compendium of ditto, ______ •• _ •••. _ •••• 
Geography Generalized, by Professor SULLIVAN, •••••••• 
Introduction to Geograpby and History, by ditto, .. _____ • 
First Arithmetic, _______ . _____________ ••• __ •• _ •• ______ _ 

2 0 
2 0 
1 4 
1 0 
0 & 
(I 4 
3 4 
1 0 
3 0 
1 0 
0 8 

Key to ditto, _. __ ._. ______ , _____ ••• _._ •• ______ • ___ • 
Arithmetic, in Theory and Practtce, •• _ ••• ___ ••• __ . ____ • 

~~~,~~KeeJi\~;, :::: ~:::::::::::::::.::::::: :::::::: :::: 
Elements of Geometry, ••••• ______ • ___ • _________ •...• _. 

~;~~~d~~~~'di·ti~; .-:::::: :::: :::: ::::: ::: :::: :::::::::: 
Scripture Lessons, (0. T.) No.1, ___________ ••• _ ••••••• 

Ditto (0. T) No.2, • __ ••• _ •• _ •••• _ ••••• _. 
Ditto (N. T.) No. I, __ •.••.....•••..... _ •• 
Ditto (N. T.) No.2, ___ •••••••••• _ .••• _ ••• 

0 8 
~ 8 
I 0 
1 0 
0 8 
1 4 
I 0 
1 0 
1 0 
I 0 
I 0 

Sacred Poetry, .• _ .•• ____________ .•••••• _ •••• _ •• __ ._ .•• 
Lessons on the Truth of Christianity, _. ____ • ___ • ______ _ 
Set Tablet Lessons, Arithmetic, _____ .. _____ .•• __ •• __ • 

(I 8 
0 8 
" 4 

Ditto Spelling and Reading, •••••••••••• 
Dillo Copy LlDes, • ___ .. _______ .• _. __ ... 

Map of the World, .... - .. _ •• ______ .. ________________ .. 
.. Ancient World, ...... _ ... ___ .......... ____ _ 

1 4 
2 0 

24 (J 

18 0 Europe, .. __________ .. ____ ... _________ .. - ______ .. 
A!?ia, ______________________ .. ____________ _ 18 0 

18 0 
Alrica, .. _ ... ___ ............ _ •••• ____ ..... _ 18 (I 
America, _____ ... _______________ .. ________ .. __ IS (Ii 
England, _ .. _ .. __ - ______ •• ____ • ---- _ ...... . 
Scotlano. -- .. ---- .... ---- --- •• --. --_ ...... -

18 0 
18 0 

J reland, ••• --- .. - -- -- -- -..... -. - ••• -- ----. 18 (J 
Palestine, ... __ ......... -. ____ -- .. -. -- .. -- __ 18 0 
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CIRCULARS ' 

FROM THE CHIEF SUPER1NTENDENT OF SCHOOLS'TO 
THE VARIO\l~ ]IWNJCIPAL AND OTHER OFFICERS CONCERNED IN 

,THE .\U)IlNISTRATION OF THE NEW CC.,nlU,S SCIJOOL .\CT FOR 

UPPER CA"i.\D.'\. 

(CIRCU'LAR. ] [OFFICIAL. ] 

To'lhe W'lrdens Of Counties and Unions of COllnties in Upper 
Canada, on the Duties of County .Uuniripal Councils under the 
new Common School Jlct, 13th and 14th Viet. Chapler 4~. 

SIR, 

EDOCATION OFFICR, 
TOT07Ito, July 31st, IB50. 

I have the hononr to transmit to you herewith, a copy of the 
new Common ~chool Act for UIJper Canada, which, having passed 
the Legislative Council and A<Bembly, received the Royal sal ction 
and came into force on the 24th instant; and I desire to direct the 
attention of the Council over which you have been chosen to pre­
sid .. , to the duties which will devolve upon it under the provisions 
of this Act. 

Though the Act is new, the provisions of it are mere renewals 
of the provisions of the general School Act of 1846 and the City 
and Town School Act of 1~47-combined into one Act, with a 
new and more simple arrangement, and such additional provisions 
as experience has suggested, and the progress of the schools and 
the new system of Municipal Councils .eem to reqnire. The du­
ties of the Connty Councils under the new School Act are substan­
tially the same as were those of the District Councils under the 
School Act of 1846, with thi. exception, that the County Council 
is relieved from the task of forming and altering school-sections, 
and of considering applications and levying assessments for the 
erection and repairs of school-holl'c;o. 

Dnd,>r our present system of Municipal Council" a two-fuld 
pro,·ision has been made to enable the people, through their local 
representatives, to meet together and manage their local affairs: 
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Tb,e one is by the meeting of the repre'sentatives of the several 
Townships collectively in County Councils; the other is by the 

, meeting of the several representatives of a Township in such Town­
ship separately. It is the several Townships that act in the one 
case as well as in the other; but in the one case they act collective­
ly, and in the other separately. Of course some diversity of opinion 
may naturally exist as to the precise parts of a school system 
which can be best managed by the Townships in their collective or 
separate representative capacity. After large consultation and 
much consideration, it has been decided that the Townships sepal'­
ately can best arrange the boundaries of school-sections and do 
what may be deemed expedient in providing school sites, and for 
erecting and repairing school houses and imposing other school­
section assessments; but that the Township" can best consult 
collectively in regard to the selection of proper School Superintend­
ents, and can best arrange for the more uniform, certain and punctual 
providing and payment of the local assessment moiety of the 
School Fund. 

It wiII be seen by the first section of the new School Act, that 
all lawful proceedings and obligations of every desaription which 
have taken place under former school acts are eon firmed until fulfil­
led or modified according to the provisions of this Act. The du­
ties of the County Council are specified in the several clauses of the 
27th section of the Act. 

1. Thejil"st and immediate duty of the County Council will be 
to co,use to be levied upon the several Townships represented in thll 
Council a BUm 'or sums at least equal (clear of all cho,rges of col­
lection) to the sum or sums of money apportioned to them for the cur­
rent year out of the Legislative School grant. That apportionment 
1 have notified to the Clerk of your Council, as required by the 35th 
section of the Act. If any of the Township Councils in your County 
have anticipated the apportionment of the Legislative grant, and have 
levied a sum or sums for the payment of the salaries of teachers equal 
to the amount of the legislative grant apportioned to such munici­
palities therein, then it will be unnecessary, in such cases, for the 
County Council to impose any rurther assessment. But in every 
case the County, Council must see that the local assessment part of 
the School Fund is available to Teachers before the elld of the 
~ecoDd half-year-the Legislative grant part of it being payable at 

G 
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the end of the first half-year. In the neighbouring state of N.ew­
York, this order of prpceeding is reversed. The County assessment 
part of the School Fund must be imposed and collected and attested 
to the State Superintendent, before the State part of the Fund 
apportioned to any County can be ;mid. In my circular addressed 
to Wardens of DistrictR. Il'Ild dated January 16th, 18J8, '*' I called the 
attention of Municipal Councils to the great injustice to Teachers, 
and injury to the efficiency of the school system, arising from the 
non-payment of the local aesessment part of the School Fund at the 
end of the year. Several Councils provided forthwith for the future 
punctual payment of the amount of the local school assessment 
prescribed by law, on or before the fourteenth day of December of 
each year. \Vhat several Conncils sa promptly and advantageously 
did in the cases referred to, the new School Act requires to be done 
in every case. 

~. The securing, and mode of paying, tlte local School FlInd is 
ana/he/" slIbject which will engage Ihe attelltion of the County 
Council. The new School Act contemplates but one financial 
officer and his subordinates in each county. If the payment of 
the School moneys in each District. by one financial officer (in the 
person of the District Superintendent of Scbools) has, during the 
~w;t few years, been attended with no inconvenience equal to 
the advantages of it, of course no greater inconvenience will be 
eKperienced by confining the payment of such moneys to the 
County Treasurer. But if the County Council deem it expedient, 
it can appoint any number of sub-Treasurers, even to the Treasurer 
of each Township as a sub-Treasurer, duly providing for uniformity 
oC responsibility and obligation in the method and punctuality of 
ptlyments of school-moneys. Under this system, local Superintend­
oots will be under no temptation, at any time, from considerations 
of personal convenience, to withhold or delay the payment of school 
moneys; they will be relieved from keeping financial accounts, and 
from giving sureties as heretofore. The mode of accounting for 
the expenditure of school-moneys will be extremely simple and com­
plete. No receipts need be given or tllken. The order of the 
Trustees in behalf of a legally qualified Teacher will be the Local 
Superintendent's authority in each instance, for his cheque upon 

• See App~ndix to the Provin.ial School Report for 1847, page 81. • 
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the County-Treasurer or Sub-T1'easurer; and the Local Superin­
tendent's cheque will in each instance be such Treasurer or Sub­
Treasurer's receipt for the ,school-money paid out by him. The 
duty of the County Auditors will be plain and easy; and the school 
moneys will be best secured against every kind of misappropriation. 

3. The next most important duty which the new School-Act 
deY-0lves upon the County Council, is the annual appointment of 
Local Superintendents 0/ Schools. I believe that it is generally 
agreed that it is not expedient or desirable to have both County alld 
Township Superintendents; but as to which class of these local 
school officers should be provided, there is considerable diversity 01 
opinion-some preferring a County Superintendent, others desiring 
Township Superintendents. The new School Act leaves the de­
cision of this question to the choice of the Local Representatives 
of the people assembled in County Councils-each Council having 
authority to appoint a School Superintendent for each Township, or 
for two, three or four Townships, or for a County, provided it does 
not contain more than one hundred Schools. In some municipali­
ties, where the duties of the office have been very imperfectly dis­
charged, doubts are entertained by many persons as to the utility 
of the office at all; but this is not the case where the office is filled 
with ability,diligence and skill; and School Countries are unanimous 
in their judgment and practice as to the vast importance of an 
efficient local inspection and supervision of schools. * 

• The following remarks. from a late New-York School Report, deserves 
th e aeep attention of all Municipal Councils, School Trustees and other 
friends of popular education: 

"The success of schools is based upon two thinl;s which are closely con­
nected and mutually dependent on each other; VIZ. the pre-eminent moral 
and intellectual qualifications of teachers, a.nd the fictive nnd vigilant super­
"ision of inspectors to render the methods of teacltlTl g more and more peifect. 
If either of these be wanting. the whole fabric recelvee a shock from which 
it ie unable to recover. The great and important object is to have good 
schools. To have none is a great disadvantage; but to have bad scllools 
in which error is taugbt and learned. is a great mi.fortune. A superintend­
ing power is the main spring of all schools. A moment's reflection will 
satisfy anyone that the whole must hinge upon it. If the education of the 
people be seriously taken up, we may rest assured that the whole vigor and 
life of that education will depend upon the system by which it is to be regu­
lated. if it be weak and ineecure, the schools will make no advance; they mar' by some tr~nsient circumstances, ha.ve a moment.ary success, but theM 
wi! be no secunty that they do not epeeddy fall back mto a deplorable stale 
oflangour. If, however, these scnools are placed under a vjgorous and activa 
government, the spirit of that government will be communicated to every 
part of the machine, and will impart to it life and motion." . 
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The new School Act, by'fixing the minimum of the allowance of 
a Local Superintendent, has relieved the Municipal Council of what 
has often proved an embarrassing and thankless duty. During the 
last session of the New-York State Legislature, a Bill was introduced, 
on the recommendation of the State Superintendent of Schools'and the 
Report of a Select Committee, providing for the abolition of the office 
of Town Superintendents and the appointment of a School Superin­
tendent for each Legislative Assembly District-analogous to an 
electoral riding with us. The salary of each Superintendent was 
fixed at $500 per annum. There are 128 Assembly Districts and 
11,000 Schools in the State-giving an average of about 86 schools 
to each Superintendent, who was required to visit each school twice 
a year, with a remuneration of nearly six dollars per school. With 
us, under the new School Act, the Local Superintendent is required 
to visit each school under his charge at least once in each quarter, 
lind to deliver a public educational lecture in each section once a 
year, besides various other duties prescribed by law i and the min­
imum of his remuneration is fixed at one pound per school-a less 
sum than i3 given to Local Superintendents by most of the Town­
ship Councils from which I have heard the present year. Persons 
who offer their services at a very low figure ill order to get an of­
fice, generally do little tha~ is of any value after they get the office, 
lind then justify their inefficiency by the plea that they do more 
than they are paid for. It is of very little importance to the people 
at large whether a Local Superintendent receives a few shillings 
more or less per school i but it is of the greatest importance to 
them and their children, whether an able supervision be provided 
for their schools. Under the provisions of the new School Act, 
new and feeble T@wnships can be provided with an efficient School 
Superintendence, and aided, if not altogether relieved, in regard to 
its remuneration." 

• This provision in regard to the duties and minimum ofLoc.1 Superintend­
ents, I first submitted to the consideration of the Government on the 23rd of 
February, 1849, It formed the 23rd Section of a then proposed .. Draft of 
Bill making further provision for the improvement of Common Schools in 
Upper Canada."-designed to remedy the defects of the then existing 
School law, and ,to adapt it to, the provisions of Mr. Attorney-Goneral 
BaldWin's MUDlctpal CounCIl Btil. then before the Legislature. The fol­
lowing are the reasons I assigned for thLs ~Tovision : 
, "The Tlrenly-third Section confers upon 'J'ownship Superintenden',s,with­
HI the Inuits of their respective jurisdictions, the powers of District Super-
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The School Act illlJlllsing UpGD a \OCl/.~ ,Iililperinlllnd/lot not Q~'Y 
IIII~lIl1oeoulf dlltili's "ijich requifll judglll~ntand ltnnwledge pf !llt3D 
ud things, but IL J'i~torial exalll:illlltiPD gf· ,Pilch ~chool QIII;I! a 
qUllrter, (which, if conducted as the law expr.essly elljoills, Qa;onot 
'lie pf;!rforllled in more than tWQ Schools a-day,) al)d U, lec\'llreqn 
educlltion in each School Section once a year, .lInd the ellamiQat~n 
of Teachers Cor the Schools, the COUll,ty Council should spare 110 
pains to seareh Ol/t lind fl.Ppoint· men as local Superillteode\lts wQo 
will command public attentiollll$ leotQrerS, who undentand lhe true 

ln~endeDts, with two vitally importa,nt provisos :-'rhe one fixing tl)~ miW­
mum of the allowance to Township Superintendents, rat one ponnd per 
SchoolJ the other prescribing additional duties of the \j.ighest i!!1portaDoe 
to the progress of Common Schools [namely, that the Superintendent shol/ld 
visit each School oDce a quarter, and deliver a lecture on Educaiion in ea:ch 

.SectioD, once a year.] .Without these provisos, f think the system of TOID7I­
slup Su,perinlendents will prove 1\ failure, as it has done in th~ State of New­
York; wi'th these provisos, I thinlt,it will add very greatly to the efficiency 
of onr Common School System. In the' MUniCIpal Corporations Bill,' I 
perceive the minimum of allowance to certain officers is prescribed by law; 
and 1 think such a provision absolutely essential to the efficiency of the o.fJia 
of Town!hip Superintendent. The inefficiency of the late office of Town­
ship Superintendent was, I am persuaded, chiefly owing to the absence of 
the provisos which I here p,'opose. In some instances, persons offered to 
perform the duties of Township Superintendent gratuitously, and sueh Ilf!i!rs 
were invariably accepted; but that gratuitous zeal soon subsided; and·as 
gratuitous service is irresponsible service, those who performed it consider~ 
ed themselves entitled to gratitude for the little that they did, rather than 
liable to blame for the much that they did not. Besides, when there were 
rival candidates for the office, the lowest bidder almost alway! received tlla 
largest suffrage; but when once in office, he would proportion hi. work \0 
his (lompensation. Such Wa! the tendency and practical effects of the sys­
tern: although there were many honourable exceptiOn!. And.a .til! worse 
effect of that system was, the appointment, undN such circum.tances, or 
many incompetent persons. The first proviso which f propo"~, "ill remove 
all competition for the office. upon pecuniary grounds; and ,.hile the com­
pensation ,will be such as to secure the services of competent persons, tlla 
duties enjoined by the second proviso can hardly be discharg.d. or even a," 
tempted 1!y incompetent persons. The second provilo ",ill prevent the 
Councils from appointing persons who are not competenl to prepar!, alld 
deliver lectures; and persons who are competent to do that will be mom 
likely to be qualified to inspect and superintend the Schools-their qualifi.. 

,cations for which will be necessarily increaoed b, their obligations to pr.­
pare puhlic lectures on such subjects. The se<Jond prof!iso will produce, 
per annum, 12,000 Bchool visits of Superilltendents, metead of 3,aoO, as at 
present, beSides, 3,000 public schoollectur .. ,-one in each School lileQtioD 
in Upper Canada. The Taet amount of good which will resuh from ~"l/ib' , 
lUI arraojement, can scarcely he eBlimated."'-:" Correspondenc~ int u,. 
nlIjeet ofeM School Law/or Upper Canada" II lately lam bi(ore, "'Ad F&7Itlil, 
b,'OrIId qf, the Legisl4lirll.MlI;;",Jdy, paf.3Il· 

03 
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principles of school organization and the improved modes of schoo1 
teaching, who will do justice to the great interests entrusted to 
them by their examinations of teachers, their visitations of school!; 
and their patriotic exertions to diffuse sound education and know­
lege as widely as possible. I doubt not each County Council will 
respond to the spirit of the New-York State Superintendent of 
Schools, when he says, "It is fervently hoped that in every election 
hereafter to be made of a Local Superintendent, the most compe­
tent individual, without reference to sect or party, will be selected. 
On such a subject, where the good of their children is at stake, men 
should dismiss their narrow prejudices, and tear in sunder the 
.!hackles of party. They should consult only the greatest good of 
the greatest number of the rising generation. They should direct 
their preferences to those only who are the ardent friends of youth­
ful progress-to those only, the smoke of whose incense uffered in 
this holy cause, daily ascends to heaven; whose lips I:ave been 
touched with a bllCning coal from the altar." 

And as the selection to the office of Local Superintendent of 
Schools should be made upon the sole ground of personal qualifica­
tion and character, and irrespective of party considerations, so 
should the duties of the office be performed in the same spirit. 
During the recent discussions in the Legislative Assembly on tire 
School Bill, it was averred un all sides that the office of Chief 
Superintendent of Schools was and should be non-political-that 
whatever might have been the political opinions of the incumbent, 
or of his mode of advocating them, previously to his appointment 
to office, that, as in the CD se of a judge, he should take no pa rl in 
party political questions during his continuance in office. On this 
principle I have sacredly acted since my appointment to office, as 
was admitted in gratifying terms by all parties in the discussion 
referred to ; and I think the same principle should be insisted upon 
by each County Council in respect to each local Superintendent of 
Schools, and should be faithfully acted upon by every person filling 
that important office, thus making it equally confided in by all 
classes of the communit.y. I am sure every Municipal Council in 
Upper Canada \\ ill agree with me, that the entire superintendence 
of the School system, in all its parts and applications, should be 
perfeotly free from the spirit or tinge of political partizanship-that 
its inlluence, like the genial light and warmth of the sun, should be 
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employed for the equal benefit oC all without regard to party, lIeet, 
or colour. 

It will, of course, be a matter of discretionary consideration with 
eIlch Cuunty Council, as to whether it will leave any or all the 
Township Superintendents in office during the remainder of the cur­
rent year, before re-appointing or changin/ir them. If not re-ap­
pointed or changed, the present local Su perintendents will, of course, 
(as provided by the first Section of the Act) be paid for the 
current year by the Council a ppointing them, and Recording to its 
agreement with them. But they must henceforth perform their 
duties according to the provisions of the new School Act,-the 
basis and authority for all Common School proceedings of every 
description. In al\ cases where the superintendence of Schools in 
any Township has not been provided for the current year, it will 
be necessary for the County Council to supply that essential instru­
mentality in the payment of the School moneys and the supervision 
of the Schools. 

4. In respect to the E'xercise of other po .... ers with which the Act 
ifi'Vests the County Council, I do not think it necess.,ry to make 
more thall one or two remarks. I trust that by the commencement 
at next year, provisions will be mllne for the establishment of School 
libraries, when the County Council will be able to judge as to tho 
mode in which it can best employ its legal power for the introduo­
tion and diffusion of that most potent element of high civilization. 
The County Council i&, of course, the best judge whether and to 
what extent it may be desirable and expedient to make provision 
"to give special or additional aid to new or needy School Sections, 
an the recommendation of one or more local Superintendents." It 
will be important that the County Council see that all balances oC 
School moneys yet unexpended and in the hands of any local Supe ... 
intendent, and al\ Township Assessments for raising part of the 
current year's School fund, be paid into the hands of the County 
Treasurer or Sub-treasurer, and expended and accounted for in tlw 
III1lDner prescribed by the Act. 

5. The spirit in which the proYisions of the new School Aot 
liave been, generally speaking, discussed and adopted in the Legi&­
IJlture, I regard as an omen for the good at our cou"try, and worthy 
of imitation in all Municipal and Local School proceedings througb­
out Upper Canada. Party differences were not permitted to mar 
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this great measure for the education of the people; and although 
there were individual differences of opinion among men of different 
parties us to some details of the Bill, yet men of all parties united 
in the support of its general principles, and in an earnest desire and 
effort to render it as perfect as possible in all its provisions. I 
hope that no party spirit will be permitted to impair the efficienc:y 
of its administration in any Municipal Council, public meeting or 
Corporation. In the great work of providing for the education of 
the young, let partizanship and sectarianism be forgotten; and all 
acting as christians and patriots, let us each endeavour to leave our 
country better than we found it, and stamp upon the whole rising 
and coming generations of Canada, the principles and spirit of ao 
active, a practical, a generous, and christian intelligence. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

E. RYERSOl'l. 
To the \Varden of the County of--• 

• 

[CIIlCULAR. J 

To the Townreeves, on the Duties of Township Councils under 
the new Common School .!lct for Upper Canada. 

EDUCATION OFFICE, 

Slit, 
Toronto, 12th August, lS1O. 

In the eighteenth, and two following sections of the new 
Common School Act for Upper Canada, (a copy of which I 
herewith transmit) special powers and duties are conferred 
upon Township Councils, in addition to the general powers 
given them ill the third clause of the thirty-first section of the 
Municipal Corporations' Act, 12th Victoria, chapter 81. On 
the du?e~ which are thus devolved upon Township Councils, 
and thiS part of our School system, I think it proper to offer a 
few practical remarks. 
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A3 in common life, there are some things which each indi­
vidual can do best alone, and other things which can !.Ie best 
accomplished by combination with others; so in our Municipal 
and Common School systems, there are some interests whICh 
can be best promoted by the Townships separately, and others 
which can be best consulted by the union of several Townships, 
assembled, through their representatives, in County Council. 
The line of demarcation which the Legislature has deemed it most 
natural and advantageous to draw"in prescribing the respective 
duties of Township und County Councils, (that is of Townships, 
separately and collectively,) in the administration orthe School 
system, I have pointed out in my Circular to County vVardens;. 
and I need not, therefore, further allude to tho subject in this 
place. 

1. The authority and duty of the Township Council to levy 
assessments on certain conditions for the purchase of school sites, 
the erection of School-houses, and other Common School pur­
poses, are so plainly stated in the first clause of the 18th Sec­
tion'as to require no other remark than this-that the inhabitants 
of each School Section ought certainly to be the judges as to 
assessments levied upon them for the school purposes of their 
own section, and their wishes should be carried into effect 
without regard to the opinions of any person not belonging to 
their Section; and as the Councillors are the proper represen­
tatives of the Township on Township affairs, so should the 
Trustees of each School Section (or a majority of them) be 
regarded as the representatives of such Section in its School 
affairs. Such are the true principles invol ved in this clause of 
the Act. 

2. The second clause of the 18th Section of the Act, author­
izes the Council, at its discretion, to establish a TownShip Model 
School. The attempts of local Councils to establish Model 
Schools have thus far proved entire failures; and, with one 
exception, I think the money applied by the Councils and from 
the School Grant for such Schools, has done little good. The 
late District Councils have, in every instance except one, aban­
doned the attempt. I would suggest to each Township Council 
to consider such a matter well before undertaking it. To the 
success and usefulness of a Model School, a model teacher, at 
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any expense, is indispensable, and then a Model School-hornle 
properly furni~hed, and then judicious and energetic manage­
ment. 

3. The third and fourt!t clauses of this Section, relate to the 
truthority and duty of the Council in regard to the formation 
and alteration of School ~ections. The furmation and altera;.. 
tion of 8(,/'001 8rctions is a duty, on the judicious performance 
of which, the efficiency of tr.e Schools greatly depends. The 
conditions and precautions provided in the ncw Act relative to 
the time and manner of making changcs in the limits of School 
SectIOns, will prevent the rcc:urrence of the 8yils which h:wa 
been experienced anc the complaints which have been fre­
quently made on this subject, allli aflord due protection to all 
parties effected uy such changes. The duty of forming and 
altering ~chool Sections, which was formerly enjoined upon 
District ClillOcils, now devolves upon Towl1'hip Councils. I 
know not that I can add anything on this point to the remarks 
which I made in my first Circular addressed to Ihe Heads or 
District l\lunicipal Councils, 1st (~!ober, 1846. Subsequent 
e",;perience has only confirmed me in the correctness and illP 
porlance of those remarks, which are as follows ;-

n'1l1Ch-vl'r~' much-in r('!'lp('rt to the {'ffiriency of C-ommon ~cho{l1s deprnasupon 
the mallner ill which the I'rovbiull uf the law is acted upon. Tbe tendeucy is to form 
small ~chool ;-:('('tions,; each I'ar(,l1t is anxious to han' the ;-:,liQul-ilQl1:'C as clo~e to hlB 
own dOOf as pos~i1JIt·. But the nil of fOfming !<.\lIali l"'C'hool :O:l'ctions i!; as great as the 
local tCIIl.lcIlC'Y isstrong. I have 1Il'f'1I lUuch impre>'>'ed \\ ltll the mngnitude ot this evil by 
the re]lorts of ~ch(Jut ::-:lIpl'rllltend(,flt~ and! n~JleclOTs in the :-:l~lh'~ of Ma~sachusetts and 
New Yorl{---("ountrll~s :,-ilJlilarly ~ituat('d to our own, and ,,1I0~1' (':\}lericllce on this im­
portant 811I'I,'('t !:-: luddy "aluable to 1I~. Thcy r('prl'~(,llt th.11 thl' efficiency and useful>­
ness oftheir ~('huob h:n; lll't'll greatly rt'fllrded by the lI11,,'i:-t' Itluitililication of 8chool 
Sections-thus mUltiplying li'l'I)le anti inetliciellt ~cho\Jb. &c., subdi,;ding the TC'!30urees 
ofthl:' inhal!itant~. as to put it out 'Jf their power to llUild proper Schooi-holl::::es, or sup'" 
[lort cUlllpr'r(,llt teacher..; ,,:thout incurring a hurthell which 01(')" are unwiJIjn~, if not 
unable to l'I'aT. Tltf' !-alJlf' doculIlen,., nll'o ,(lutahl IIlllny curiolls statistics, proYing thai 
on an ;nl'r;I!.!l', the jllli/dual ,Hteu,lnuct' and proficie:IC!1 of pupils Tc~itling: from one tD 
two wilt's frow the ;-:('11,)01 far ('xceeds thnt of those l'"l,l\" who rt'!'ide within a less·dis.­
t:ulce. 'I'll.' purport uJ' tJU':-.' :,-tatl'lIl1'llt~ is to f'how. tll:lt proxhllity to the School is not 
esselltial either to the I'llllctllaillttcllJanC'c or to the l,rollcienc)"ur I'Hpils, The managctB 
of Common :-:('111)01 education in tl·t'~(' ;-:tal1'~ hav(, oflnte rt'ar~ directed their particular 
aW~lIfil)H to pr(,\Tllt auri reillcd), this ed) of sUlall School :::-:l'etiolls; and they detail IlIany 
Clailipit's or 1)(,lldiei;t\ o.;lII'C'I·:'~, ~OIlll' uf th(' au\"ant;1gl':O: of );1rge School ~f'ctil'ILS aT(', tbe 
lesSt'lli!lg of tht' hnrtlll'lI, UJ.l!ill eneh illilauitallt, in estalJli:.hine: alld sUPI,orting the 
school..;;; tlu' eTc('tion (Jl' l:ettcT lJui\din£!~. and the procuring ofU!'t.'atcr ('ollYClIiences £0, 
instructiun; the t'Jllj,]0YnJ{'ut of l,f'ttl'T tPach('Ts, nntl, th('r('lore. the itL'llf'lit of I,('ttl'r edli 
f'~tioll ior ~outh. TIll' suiJjl'ct i~. thcrefore, suhmitted to the !!ra\'t~ ('L'Il~l\II'Ti.ltiun of the 
Council, \\ Ilelle\ f'r tIll' l':\l'TCi~c of this part of it~ llowcrs may lie required." 

4. It will be observed that special provision is made for the 
formation and alteration of union School Sections, consisting of 
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parts of two or more Townships, and that alterations of Sections 
and the formation of separate Sections, provided for in the 19th 
Section, take effect the 25th day of December-thus preventing 
the incl)nvenience resulting from alterations in School Sections, 
in the course of the year, and at the same time providing that 
the annual returns of children of school age residing in each 
Section the last week in December, shall be a proper basis on 
which to distribute the School Fund to School Sections tlte 
ensuing year. It is hardly necessary for me to direct the 
attention of the Council to the notifications required by the 
third andfiftlt clauses of this Section of the Act. It isimportnnt 
that "the local Superintendent should be made acquainted with 
all proceedings relative to the Schools of which he has the 
oversight; and for that reason provision is made in the 5th 
Section, the 12th clause of the l:.!th Section, and the 5th clause 
of this 18th Section of the Act. 

5. The provision of the 19th Section, as far as it relates to 
separate Protestant and Roman Catholic Schools, is substantially 
the same as that contained in the 55th and 56th Sections of the 
School Act of 1843 and in the 32nd and 33rd Sections of the 
School Act of 1846, with the exception that the present Act 
imposes more effective restrictions and conditions in the estab­
lishment of such schools than either of the former Acts referred 
to. Under the City and Town School Act of 1847, the estab­
.lishment of separate schools in Cities and Towns was at the 
discretion of the Municipalities, and not at that of the applicant 
parties. No complaints having been made against this provision 
of the law, even in cities and towns, it was at first proposed 
to extend the application of the san,e principle and provisions 
to Township Municipalities; but objections having been made 
to it by some (both Protestant and Roman Catholic) Members of 
the Legislature, the provision of the former School Act was 
re-enacted-requiring however, the petition of twelve heads of 
families instead often inhabitants, as a condition of establishing 
a separate school, and aiding it upon the principle of averagfil 
attendance, instead of at the discretion of the local Superinten­
dent, as under the former acts. But notwithstanding the exist­
ence of this provision of the law since 1843, there were last 
year but 51 separate schc.ols in all Upper Callada-nearly aa 
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many of them being Protestant as Homan Catholic; so that 
this provision of the law is seldom acted upon, except in ex­
treme c~ses, aud is of little consequence for good or for evil­
the law providing effectual protection ag~inst interference with 
the religious opinions and wishes of parents and guardians of 
all classes, and there being no probability that separate schools 
will be more injurious in time to come than they have been 
in time past. It is also to be obsened, thaI a separate school 
is entitled to no aid beyond a certain portion of the School-fund 
for the salary of the Teacher. The School-house must be 
provided, furnished, warmed, books procured, &c. by the per­
sons petitioning for the separate school. Nor are the pntrons 
or supporters of a separate school exempted from any of the 
local assessments or rules for Common School purposes. 
The law provides equal protection for all classes and de­
nominations; if there be any class or classes of either Protest­
ants or Roman Catholics who are not satisfied with the equal 
protection secured to them by law in mixed schools, but wish to 
have a school subservient to sectional religious purposes, they 
should, of course, contribute in proportion, and not tax a whole 
community for the support of sectarian interests. 

6. The twentieth section of the Act provides, under certain 
circumstances, for the incorporation of all the Schools in a 
Township under one Board of Trustees, like all the Schools in 
Cities and Towns. This would supersede the necessity of the 
School-Section divisions of a Township, and establish one in­
terest and one management for all the schools in such Town­
ship. In the State of Massachusetts, this option is given, as 
the inhabitants of each town (called township with US) can have 
each school managed by an elective committee of three (anal­
ogous !o our Trustees). or all the schools managed by Select 
Men (a Board of Trustees) for the whole town. The Hon. 
HORACE MANN states that schools managed according to the 
latter method, are generally more efficient than those managed 
by separate committees. But the towns there are smaller in 
geographical extent than our townships. I am not prepared 
formally to recommend Township Boards of Trustees; but 1 
think it is well for the inhabitants of each Township to have 
the power of adopting it, if they desire to do so. 
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1. before concluding, ~Itdesire tb advert to the relief which 
the proviSions ,of this Act afford 'MuniCipal Councils in the 
settlement of scheol-sectio~ disputes. Heretefore, a very: con­
siderable pertion ,of the time ,of s!?me Municipal Councils has 
been occupied in the investigatien and di$cussion of such dis­
putes, at it heavy expense to the Municipalities, and often te 
the satisfaction ,of nopar~y. Besides, it was havdly fair te 
make an elective Ceuncil a judicial tribunal for the impartial 
trial.efmatte.rs, .. aifecting, in a considerable prepertion of cases, 
one or more in<jividtial Cou\il.ci!Iors themselves,.or pne or more 
individual constituents, by whom one or more Councillor-judges 
had been ,opposed or supported at municipal elections, or 
whose anticipated support or opposition at future elections 
migh~, place Councillors in a position equally painful in the 
investigation of such matters. It is a grave question of civil 
polity, whether popularly _elective. bodies should be invested with 
judicial functions. The judicial decisions of such bodies have 
generally been most severely criticized, and have exposed their 
authors to more odium than have any other judges been liable 
to for their decisions. The judicial decisions of the highest 
elective body in the land-the Legislative' Assembly-have 
been questioned even in the smallest matters,-such as a deci­
sion on the conduct of a newspaper reporter towards ,one of 
its own members. I have always, therefore, considered it 
impoIiti,cand unjust to Councillors to impose upon them the 
task of investigating and deciding upon personal ml;ltters of 
dispute between their constituents, or in which they themselves 
might be cQnsidered as interested parties. The new Act is 
free from this ,obJection. It will be !leen by referring to the 
eleventh section, to the 18th clause ,of the twelfth' sectio!), and te 
the seventeenth section, that the new Act provides for the setde­
ment of nearly all probable scheol-section disputes by a simple 
u~el'pensive system ,of local arbitration, (without appeaJfto 
the Chief Superintendent, ,or tQ any .other tribunal)-a mode ,of 
settling disputes which I hepe will soon become general 
~broughoutt~e provinc!='.. . . 

8. I hope to have it in my power, in the course of a few 
months, te present each Tewnship .Council' in Upper Canada 
with a copy ,of II. valuable work on Scliool.!1rcltitecture-con­

B 
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taining a great variety of plans of school-houses and premises, 
specifications, an:d ~very information necessary to. ~id in the 
erection and furmshmg of school-houses, and provldmg every 
description of school-apparatus. I trust that each Township 
Council will do honour to its important position in this great 
work of the country's education, and by the united and indivi­
dual example of its members, speedily succeed in rendering a 
good school accessible to Qvery child in the Municipality. I 
believe the present School Act furnishes greater facilities than 
any preceding one for the accomplishment of this object; a 
party, a selfish, a slothful spirit alone can defeat it. 

[CiItCULAR. ] 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant, 

E. RYERSON • 

• 

To each local Superintendent of Common Schools in Upper Canada 
on their duties under the new Common School .!let. 

EDUCATION OFFICE, 
Toronto, 12th .A.ugust, 1850. 

SIR,-With this Circular you will receive a copy of the new 
School Act for Upper Canada, 13th and 14th Vic., ch. 46, and 
of the Forms and Instructions necessary for its due execution. 

The duties which this Act imposes upon local Superin­
tendents are of the gravest importance; and it ison the nature 
of these duties and the manner of discharging them, that I 
desire to address you on this occasion. 

The new Act relieves each local Superintendent from being 
a Treasurer of school moneys, from keeping financial 
accounts, and from giving bonds with sureties to the Municipal 
Council appointing him. The County Treasurer is the respon­
Bible officer for the safe keeping and prompt payment of the 
County School Fund, upon the orders of local Superintendents. 
Wliatever balances of School moneys may chance to be in 
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your hands, should be forthwith handed over to your Cm;nty 
Treasurer-you taking his receipt for the same. 

1. The 'duties of each local Superintendent are clearly 
pointed out in the several clauses of the thirty-Jirst section of 
the Act. The first duty mentioned is, to apportion the School 
money notified to him by the County Clerk, to the several 
School Sections within the limits of his charge. This he is to 
do according to the average attendance of pupils in each School, 
unless otherwise instructed by the Chief Superintendent of 
Schools. The local distribution of the School Fund among the 
several schools according to average attendance (the mean 
attendance of pupils for both winter and summer being taken) 
is an important provision of the law, and based upon reasons 
which will be found in a note ;* but it should not be adopted 

* This provision of the new Act was first submitted by me to the consideration of tb8 
Governor-General in Council the 14th October. 1:::48, in transmitting rthe draft of a shore. 
bill designed to remedy some of the detects of the School law of 1846. The reasons 
ass4,1Jlcd for the introduction of this new principle into the law relative to the apportion­
ment of School moneys, were as follows:-

"The Twelfth Section propose" gi\'jn!.! a discretionary power for the distriimtion afme 
School Fund in each District to lhl' ~l'n:ral Schools, according to attendance, instead of 
according to School population. TIJf~ Bathurst District Council has strongly advocated 
attendance as thc basis of distrilJUting the District School Fund. As population has been 
invariably adopted in all the popular ::::chool Laws with which I have met, aB the basis 
of distributing tbe local School F1Ind of each County or Town, as well as the Stntc or 
National Fund to the several MuniCipal localities. I hesitated in proposing any other 
until within a few months since, when I received the last Annual Report ofthe Massa­
chusetts Board of Education, in which 1 find this distribution of the School Fund recom­
mended to the Legislature with a 1i:J!ce of argument which, I think, cannot be resisted. 
I find experienced persons WhOlD I have consulted of the same opinion. I find on exam· 
ination, that in llIany large School Sections, the attendance of pupils is often not larger 
than in small ones. Distributing the Scbool Fund according to attendance will therefore 
be favourable to small Sections. 1 find also that the attendance of pupils in new and 
poor rural Sections and Townships is larger in proportion to the whole School populatIOn, 
than in older Townships and Cities or 1.'OWl1S. 'l'he adoption of the proposed princip18 
of distribution, will therefore be favourable to the newer anti 1,oorest sections ofthc 
country. This is the re!!ult of a most extemletl inquiry into the statistics of School atte. 
dance as eomparcd with School population in the State of Massacusetts; anti the Secre­
tary of the State Boartl of Etlucation concludes his argwnent on this point with tht 
following impressive remark!! :-

•• I It is most obvious, then, that an apportionment of the income of the School Fund, 
according to the average attendance of children upon tbe School-taking the mean of 
attendance for both summer and winter schools-would conduce greatly to the benefit 
of the smaller, the more agncultulal, alld the more sparsely populated Towns. It would 
distribute the bounty of the State on the principle of helping those who help themselve8. 
It would confer the benefit orthe income on the children who attend the public Schools. 
instead of bestowing it in hchalfof children who attl'nd Academies and private School~ 
nnd never enter public ~chools at all; and thus it would give a practical answer to thiJ 
pertinent question why money should be given to those who dil!ldain to use it. And, 
laBtly, it would be a new argument ofgroot weight in many minds in favour of a more 
uniform attendance upon School; !Jc(:.use, the detention from School of any child who 
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witbout previous and full notice to all parties concerned. It 
is not, therefore, to be adopted the present year. You will thi~ 
year apportion the School m?ney to the ~eve~al secti~ns within 
the limits of your charge entitled to receive It, (as III former 
years) according to the ratio of children over five and under 
sixteen years of nge in such sections respectively, as compared 
with the whole number of children of the same ages in the 
Township, or each Township, under your superintendence. 
In my Circular to County Clerks, I have adverted to the man­
lJ(::r in which these data should be furnished to any local Super­
intendent who may not have obtained them. 

:1. IIaving npportioned the school money to the several sec­
tions.within the limits of his charge, the local Superintendent's 
next duty is to pay the money thus apportioned to legally 
qualified Teachers, and no others, on the lawful orders o~ Trus­
lees. The proviso of the fifteenll, section of the Act gives 
"alidity to the certificates of qunlification by local Superin­
tendents during the present year. No Teacher who has not 
such n certificate, or wbo cannot procure one, is entitled to 
nny part of the School Fund. Before the end of the current 
year, I tmst regulations and provisions will be made for the 
more uniform and thorough examination of Teachers, and the 
1I10re systematic and equitable classification of them. In my 
circular to Wardens of Counties, and in my remarks in chapter 
V. of the Forms ano. Instructions, I have sufficiently adverted 
to the manner of paying Teachers, and accounting for School 
moneys under the provisions of the new Act. 

3. The next, and of till the duties of ·the local Superinten­
dent, the most vitally important, is the inspection of Schools. 

ought to k in it, ''''Quhl diminish the Town's share of the income, and thus inflict palpa­
il1r' inju;-;tice, not only on Ihc ah~ente(', but on all other children in the Town.'" 

In tilt' la~( AUllual ~('hl)ol Report of the Superilll(,IHlent of f:chools for the RTate of 
?"lew-York, laid hefore the Legislature a few months ~ince, I tiud tlle same provision 
reconnnended to 111C fa-vOUIable consideration of the Legislature of that State, in the fol­
lowing \Varus :-

"It is respectful1y suggested to the Legislature, whether the ratio of apportionment 
,-lUrt of distributioll of the school money, might not advantageously be so changed as to 
ha\'c referenc~ to the attendance of pupils upon tbe district schools, for a cenam spcclficd 
perio~ durif!.g the precetling year. instead of being upon either popUlation, or, toe numLer 
of Chll?ren actually residing in the district. By the adoptIOD oltbis mode of distribution, 
Mrong mducements would be presented to the taxable inhabitants of the several districts 
to place their children in th~ common schools, and to keep them there, for a suftle~i 
IOllgt,h of time to ,ecure an aduitioual obare of the public lOoney. . 
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The provision of the law is explicit, both as to the frequency 
and the manner of this inspection. The law requires each 
local Superintendent, "To visit each School within his juris­
diction, at least once in each quarter; and at the time of each 
such visit, to examine into tlte condition of the school, as it 
respects the progress of tl!e jJujlils in learning, the order and 
discipline ob"Pl'I'ed, the system of instruction pursued, the mode 
of keeping the school registers, the average attendance of 
pupils, the cltaracter and condition of the building and premises, 
and to give such advice as he &ball think proper." I do not think 
it is possible [or a local Superintendent to observe, with any 
sort of fidelity, even the letter of the law, without spending 
nearly, if not quite, half-a-day in each School at each visit. 
To deal in a few vague generalities on such occasions, and to 
make it a kind of exbibition, is a burlesque on the object and 
duty of the inspection of Schools. Such an exhibition of gen&­
ral results is appropriate at a public quarterly examination; 
but the object of inspection is much more detailed, practical 
and thorough, and relates to the mode of proceeding in every 
particular of school instruction and government. The infre­
quency and very defective manner in which the Schools have 
been inspected in some districts, hus gi ven rise to objections 
against the very office of local Superintendent. 

To perform this duty with any degree of efficiency, a local 
Superintendent should be acquainted with the best modes or 
teaching every department of an English School, and be abls 
to explain and exemplify them. It is, of course, the local 
Superintendent's duty to witness the modes of teaching adopted 
by the Teacher, but he should do something more. He should, 
some part of the time, be an actor as well as spectator. To 
do so he must keep pace with the progress of the science of 
teaching. W hen young, I taught a District Grammar School 
some two years, and with some degree of reputed success; but 
the kind of teaching and school organization which would, in 
many instances, have been applauded in this country twenty. 
five to thirty years ago, ought not to be tolerated now. Every 
man who has to do with Schools, ought to make himself master 
of the best modes of conducting them in all the details of 
arrangement, instruction, and discipline. A man commits II 

"3 
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wrong against Teachers, against children, and against the inte­
rests of school education, who seeks the office of local Super­
intendent without being qualified and able to fulfil all its func­
lliJlls. In respect to the manner of performing the visitorial 
part of your duties, I have nothing material to add to the sug­
gestions which I made in my circular to District Superinten­
dents of Schools in December, 1846. They are as follows :-

Your own inspection of the Schools must be chiefly relied upon as the basis of your 
Judgment, and the source of your information, as to the character and rne~ods C?f school 
lnsLTuction, discipline, management, accOIllinodations, &c.: and on thIS subject, we 
ought not to content ourselves with those exterior and g(>neral facts which have hitherto 
b.x·u the special, and almost only subjects of Scbool Reports, such as the number of 
lOchools, that of pupils, their :1!;(>. the sums expendeJ, &c. These items of inform:ltion 
lui! of unquc3tionabJe importance; and c\"cry means ought to be employed to render 
Ulcm more exact and complete. But it i:; not of Ie,,:; iIllportance to know the inierio-r 
'r~'.!.,'IIII(' of the Schools-the aptitudf', the zeal, the deportment of the Teachers-their 
r,~'l.ltlun::; with the pupils, the Tmstees amI the nCighbornhood-the progress ~nd attain­
m~nt:. of the pupil", and. in a word, the whole moral and social character and results of 
t:u,! in~truction given. a~ far as can be ascertained. Such information cannot lie acquired 
from Reports and Statistical Tables; it can only be obt..1.ined by special vi:;,it~, and by 
personal couY!'rsation and ob!;crvation-by an examination of the several elasse~, in their 
ditterent liratl(:he~ of study, so as to enable you to a~certain the uegree and efficiency of 
t))(1 instruction imparted. 

ill the Inspection of 8chools, I would suggest something like the following order and 
suhjects of inquiry and. examination ;-

1. l'I-Icc1tanicf11 Arrangnnents.-Thc tenure of the property: the materials, dimcnsions 
<ill,jl,lan of the buHtlillf,;'::.'; how liqhk'tl, warmed, and ventilated j if any class-rooms arc 
prunded for the separate iustructiun of part of the children; if there is a lobby, or closet, 
lor hat>:. cloak". bonnet~, 0.:(,,; how the desks and seats are arranged and constructed, 
and with what conn. I!icur"l's i what arrangements for the Teacher; what play-ground is 
,Jrovidetl ; what f!ymnaHic apparatu:" if auy ; 'Whether there be a well, and proper con­
v;~lIiences for private purposes. 

II. ]I[call(of 11Istl'uctlOlI.-The Books used in the several classes, under the hearts of 
R(,Jdin~, Arithmetic, l:eu!.!r;:.Ij,liy, &c.; the Apparatus provided, as Tahlets, Maps, 
CI,01\f:~. lllack-l'o.1rd", :\}c)lkl:-:, l':11,inets, LiLrary, &c. 

iII. Orgalil:allllll.-;\rrangell)ent of classes; whether each child is taught by the 
i-lilme Teacher j if any Assistant or Assistants are employed, to what extent, how remu­
(I('rated, awl how qualified. 

IV. Discipline.-lf the pupi1s Chil1lg'C places in their several classes, or whether they 
arc marke(l at each If';:;;on. or f'xerci~e, according to tiwir reJati\'e merit j if distinction 
d~pcllds on intellectual proficiency, ur ull a IlIi.\I'(1 estimate of intellectual proficiency and 
mor~l conduct, or on moral. conJuc~ only; what rcwarns, if any; whether corporeal 
pUlllshmellts ar~ employed-If so, their nature, and whetherintlicted puhlicly or privately; 
what other pUlllshmcntsarc u~l'd; whether attendance is l!"':!;ul;u- ; what religious exercises 
'HI:' observed, awl what religiul1" instruction i.;: gh-en, if any. 

\'. ]llef/tod of 1/l,~1 (IIrfWII.-"lu'ther Jnuttwl, or simUltaneous, or indh;duaJ, or mixed; 
II' mutual, the llumLl'f,ot ~'\I'jllitor~, of what anainlllC'uts. how appointed, hQw employed; 
If :;:\multancoll:>:, that I". I,y l'la"'~I'~, to what 1'uhjects of instruction: whether the ~imul. 
~:Hlf'UU~ method i::; not morc or le~s lUltl!,!kd "itll individuallcachillg, and on what !i1ub­
.Iect~ ; to what extent the intellectual. or the mere rotl' mC't1lo!i is pursued. and on what 
smbJccts; how far the interrogative mcthotl only is usell; ,,,hether the suggestive method 
j.l employed; whether the elliptical 111etholl is rl':-orted to i how the attainments in the 
I('~solls are v~riously t~stcd-by iudiddual Dral interrog-ation-by requiring written 
answers to WTltten qucstlons-or by rcquiIiug an abstract of the lesson to be written from 

. memory. 

VI. Attain'11l:c'IIts of Pupils.-l. In Rcadin,!!: whether they can read imperfectly, 
(kcently. or with ease and expression. 2. III lrriting; whether tbey can write at all, or 
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imperfectly, decently, or with ease and elegance. 3. In Arithmetic; whether acquainted 
with Notation and Numeration, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, or not 
respectively; whether skilful in tbem j whether acquainted with the Tables of Moneys I 
Weights, Measures, and skilful in them j whether acquainted with the compound rules 1 

and skilful in them; whether aeq!lainted with the higher rule~, and skilful in them; 
whether acquainted with the exercises in mental arithmetic, and skilful in them. 4. I~ 
Gr'!"nmar; whether ~equ:;unted wi~ its divisio~~f rules of orthography, parts of speech, 

}!;~:::U~~~~~h~~~d~~aO~O~~erti~~I:,g~l~~~~dl~~nth:~~t!e ~;:c:~tr~c~ut~~t !~~; 
and degree of minuteness with which the inspection will be prosecuted, in respect to any, 
or all of the foregoing and kindred subjects, must, of course, depend on circumstances. 

4. Another most important duty required of each local 
Superintendent is, " 7'0 deliver in each School Section, at least 
once a-year,' a public lecture on some subject connected with the 
objects, prindples, and means of practical education." The 
education of a free people is, to a great extent, a system of 
voluntary exertion. There may be a good School law; and 
there may be a large School fund; and yet education may 
decline. Massachusetts without a farthing's State School Fund 
until since 1835 (and it amounts now to only a few thousand 
dollars a-year) has nobly advanced in the sound and universal 
education of her youth; while Connecticut, with ~he large.t 
School Fund of any State in America in proportion to hel' 
population, has ignobly declined in the same great work of 
patriotism and humanity. In a "PRIZE ESSAY [published in 
the appendix to the last School Report of the State Commis­
sioner J on the necessity and means of improving the Common 
Schools of Connecticut," I find the following, among many 
similar statements :-

A few years since, the name of Connecticut was mentioned in connexion with Common 
Schools, with honor, only; it is now, in this connexion, coupled with c.'l:pressions of 
doubt and regret, and that by wise and sober men. Her large State endowment i8 
described as having put her effectually asleep, as having sent her to "Sleepy Hollow." 
from the influence of which, when she is aroused for a moment, it is to talk of ber nol,le 
School Fund and J.UtES HILLnousE, just as RIP VANWINKLE did of his neig:hhours who 
had been dead forty years. The School Fund is quoted every wbere out of Cunnecticut­
we venture to say it is quoted in every other State in the Union-as a learning and ezam· 
pZe to deter them from giving the proceeds of their own funds, except only on the condi-­
tion, that those who receive, shall themselves raise as much as they take, and report 
annually as to the results. Those who go from other States into Connecticut, can hardly 
credit the testimony of their own senses when they are forced to believe the apathy that 
prevails. Every newspaper and every lecturer out of Connecticut, high and low. igno· 
rant and knowing, ~mecr8 nt the Connecticut School Fund, and the present condition 9f 

~~i~~~c~:~~~i~~~ie:lo:8~~~ fnO ~~~a~~iti~~~tiCfiti:W~e °g~i~~g ~;~~s~ ~~{:a[~~~ 
sunshine, or from sunshine into a cellar. We know nn inte1ligcnt gentleman who bi'JS 
seen his scores of years, who has recently rel~oved from Rhode Island into tbe " laud (f 
steady habits," nnd can hardly understand or believe that the apathy which he finds, can 
be a reality. The writer has within a few years made the change the other way, from 
Connecticut to the Bay State. He, too, has been forcibly impressed with the contrast. 
In orie partieular, this con'fIast is very striking. In Connecticut, the people have b~n 
persuaded, !bat to be taxed for the bUpport of Common Schools is a levy upon !he poor, 
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for the schools of the rich. In :\1,1.'"achu~etts. t111~ I'r-'ople knoll) tlnt all such taxes are a 
!:l\vful tTibu:(' frum the rich, ior the 11('II('Ot oftllf' pr)(.(, \\"1' liJ.\"c seen in the latter State. 
in a crowded towlI-wl'cting, a thou~alld bands I.li ·"il ,,5 I,y Illa~';c. to vote the largc~t of 
two sums named II\, a ~"hool Cu:muittE'l?, a sum which \\:;..: Ilearly il doilar for en'fY 
individual of the critirc }lopulatioll, men, \\'OllH:!t, anti rhil'!rcn. The motion '\las made 
by one Dfftlf' wca.1thic:-[ !lIE'n ill the tOWIl, ""tllJ.~l' 11"~'n ("I!~l,:rpn w(Ore too .old to ~ttend the 
pulJlic ~e!JlJd. It \\"a~ supported hy others" l'<t!lhler tlmu he, amI havltl~ no lllll'n.:::-t of 
their own in the Behools. 

These facts uemonstrate that the onwaru progress of the 
education of a country does not depend, primarily or chiefly, 
upon a School Fund 01' School law, but lIpon the spirit and' 
action of the people; and tbe great object of public School lec­
tures is, to awaken that spirit and arouse tbis action. The 
law reqllires that a voice should be litied up on tbis subject in 
every School Seetion in Upper Canada; the commanding 
authority of that voice will depenu upon the ability, the indus­
try, the heart, of each local Superintendent. No man ought 
to aspire to tbe office, 01' retain it a week, who has not the 
heart and ability to prepare and deliver public lectures in a 
spirit and manner worthy, in a good degree, of a cause inter­
woven witb every vital interest of our country's civilization and 
happiness. \V e cannot be too strongly impressed with tbe fact, 
that the administration of the school system is not like that of 
any other Department of the Public Service-a vigilant and 
effective oversight of the execution of the law, the protection 
and development of the country's resources: the due adminis­
tration of the school system-and indeed, properly speaking, 
the great object of it, besides tbe ordinary administration of the 
law-is to excite and maintain as widely, and in as high a 
degree, as possible, among all classes of the community, a 
correct appreciation of the nature and importance of popular 
education, and a spirit of intelligence, philanthropy, and 
patriotism in the adoption oflhe diver~ified means necessary for 
the attainment of that end. From the office of the Chief Su­
perintendent, down to the desk of the humblest Teacher, a moral 
influence, an energy, a vitality should be sent forth in behalf 
of tbe education of youth and the diffusion of useful knowledge 
among the people. If the right spirit glow in the bosom of 
every Superintendent, it will appear in every public lecture, in 
every school visit, on every proper occasion in the intercourse 
of private and public life, and the results will soon be manifest 
in every municipality of Upper Canada. On the other hand, 
great must be the responsibility, and deep the disgrace, of any 
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Superintendent, who shall suffer the interests of Schools to 
droop and die, or linger on in a sickly condition, under his 
oversight. 

5. On the duties of a local Superintendent respecting school 
books and attending meetings of the County Board of Public 
Instructi~n, I will not remark at any length. The former 
topic I have discussed at some length in my annual School 
Report 'for 1849,-which will be printed, and a copy sent to 
you, in the course of a munth or two; and, on the latter topic, 
some practical suggestions will be made when the Programme 
for the examination and classification of Teachers shall have 
been prepared and published. Nor need I here offer any 
observations upon the duties imposed upon you by the subse­
'quent Clauses of this thirty-jirst section ot the Act. 1 doubt not 
but the several provisions respecting the support and duties of 
the office of local Superintendent, will contribute very much to 
its efficiency and usefulness. 

6. It therefol'e remains with each incumbent to say, whether 
the spirit and intentions of the law shall be fulfilled within his 
jurisdiction, as far as depends on the performance of the duties 
of his" office. The Act has been passed by the Legislature in 
the spirit of a generous nationality; the spirit of patriotism 
prevailed over the selfishnp.ss of party during the Parliamentary 
deliberi.tions on this subject. The Government duly apprecia­
ted the wants and interests of the whole country in the prepara­
tion of the measure, and all parties in the Legislature cordially 
responded to it. In the same non-party and national spirit, I 
hope to see the law administered. In 1841, the common 
school law of the State oJ New-York was so amended as to 
authorize and require the Board of Supervisors oreach County 
(a body in scho~l matters similar to a County Council with us) 
to appoint a County Superintendent of Common Schools, In 
a Digest of the Common School System of tlte State of New-York. 
published in 11344 by the Deputy, under the auspices of the State 
Superintendent of Schools, I find the following remarks, which 
I commend to your serious attention :-

A."the usefulness of local Superintendents will depend mainly on the intluence they 
shall be able to exercise upon the officers and teachers of Schools, and upon parents and 
the inhabitants of districts generally, they will endeavour to deserve that influence by their 
deportment, and studiously to avoid everything whieh may impair it. Hence it will be 
indispensable that they should abstain wholly and absolutely from all Interference In any 
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)ocal divisions, or in any questions hy which the community in any tOwn or district lIlay 
be agitatc(l; amI althoUgh they can.lJot ~IC expected lo abamloll their poH~ical ~entiUl~~ts, 
yet it is Ohl)iolls that IUII{ l'nrlll"lp"lioll tn fflt'as-u.rd to prom ute tlte success of any pul'ttzcat 
party, uillllot only JIiJ;,.~h th.-Ir lII.flucnce a11d lmpair tlte~r usefulness, by exciting suspi­
cion oftke objects IIfOIl~ir mOl:Ullelits and mCaBU~l'.~. but w-tll expuse the uffice they hold to 
u Villdil'alil'c hostility tlillt will not cease 'Until If is abolished. The i1ltelligence of our 
people 1till not tolerate the idclI of the agetlts oj public ins!ruction becoming tlte emissarie. 
vi partizan l1tanagement. 

The conviction expressed in the concluding sentences of this 
quotation, has been painfully realized. As party politics ran 
high, it was found that the appointments of local Superinten­
dents were made, to a considerable extent, in the spirit of 
political partizanship, and the influence of the oflice was fre­
quently employed for partizan purposes. A clamor was soon 
raised against the office itself, which resulted in its abolition in 
1847. Great efforts have been made during the last two years, 
by the State Superintendent and other experienced educationists, 
to restore the office, and place it on a better footing than here­
tofore. These facts are admonitory. A man's qualifica­
tions, irrespective of sect or party, should influence his 
appointment to the office; but when once appointed, and during 
his continuance in office, he should act in the spirit of im­
partiality and kindness towards all persuasions and parties. 
This has been the avowal of the Government and the Sfilnse of 
the Legislature in regard to the office and duties of the Chief 
Superintendent; and I think it was equally understood and 
intended, that no tinge of partizanship should attach to the 
supervision of schools, even in the remotest township of the 
Province. The spirit of the vow made by the :Pru~sian School 
Counsellor DINTER, should imbue the heRrt of every School 
officer in Upper Canada: "I promised God, that I would look 
upon every Prllssian peasant child as a being who could com­
plain of me before God, if I did provide him the best education, 
as a man and a Christian, which it was possible for me to 
provide. " 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

E. RYERSON. 
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[CIRCULAR. ] 

To the Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada, on thei1' 
duties under the new School Jlct, 13th 4' 14th,rictoria, Cil. 48. 

EDUCATION OFFICE, 
TOTonto, 12th August, 1850. 

GENTLEMEN,-Having caused the new Schoul Act to be 
printed, and having provided for sending a copy of it to each 
of the 3,036 Corporations of Common School Trustees in 
Upper Canada, I now address a few words to you on your du­
ties and responsibilities under the provisions of that Act. 

The Cot'fespondence on the Common School Law, which has 
been recently printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, fur­
ttishes evidence that in every communication which I have ad­
dressed to the Government on the subject of our school law, 
during upwards of four years, I have endeavoured to get both 
Trustees and Teachers placed in a bp.tter position, for the fulfil­
ment of their duties and the protection of their interests. I am 
happy that the provisions of the new Act contain all that I 
have sought for in both these respects; and I can now con­
gratulate Trusteee of Common Schools in Upper Canada on 
their being placed in a position more favorable for the efficient 
and satisfactory discharge of their duties, than the Trustees of 
Common Schools in any State of America. 

The new Act confirm!! all past elections, appointments, con­
tracts, assessments, rates, &e., while it gives to all parties con­
cerned the advantages of its own provisions in the execution of 
whatever may bave been commenced or undertaken under the 
authority of any previous Act., Nothing. therefore, in any 
part of our school operations, is, in the slightest degree deran­
ged; but Trustees are provided with additional facilities, as 
they are invested with new obligations, to fulfil their previous 
engagements, and pr07ide for the future interests of the schools 
under their charge. The several clauses of the twelfth section 
of the Act clearly specify the powers and duties of Trustees. 
1 will only advert, at present, to the more important of them. 
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1. As the Representatives of the people in the Legislative 
Assembly determine the amount of money to be expended for 
any object, or the salary of any public officer to be employe d; 
so the Trustees, as the Representatives of the people in a 
School Section, have the sole power of determining the amount 
of the Teacher's salary, and of the incidental expense!; of the 
Schoo!. They can also procure such apparatus and text-books 
as they may judge expedient for the use of the pupils in the 
School. But the manner in which the salary of a Teacher and 
other actual or estimated expenses of the School shall be raised, 
is left to a public meeting of the tax-payers, to be called for 
that purpose. Then, if the whole of the expenses are not thus 
provided for, the Trustees have authority to raise the qalance 
in such manner as they may think proper, either by voluntary 
subscription, by rates on parents sending children to the School, 
or rates on all the rateable property of the School Section. 
Trustees themselves (and not a magistrate) issue the neces­
sary warrants for the collection of all rates levied by them on 
resident rate-payers. Trustees can also, if they so desire, 
petition the Township Council in behalf of any lawful meeting 
to impose School Section rates, and the Council is required to 
give effect to the request of such meeting, as expressed by the 
Trustees. The Common School property of a Section is n.o 
longer vested in the Municipal Council, but in the Corporation 
of Trustees, and is therefore liable for debts contracted by them. 
Trustees, are, therefore, furnished with every needful security 
and means to enable them to establish a good school and pro­
vide for its efficient support. Faithful Trustees are provided 
with a still further protection and assistance, in the penalties 
which the Act imposes upon those Trustees who refuse or wil­
fully neglect to perform their duties. It has sometimes occur­
red, that Trustees have been thwarted or embarrassed in fulfil­
ling their engagements, or doing their duty, by one or other 
of their colleagues refusing to act, and perhaps, in some 
instances, actually supporting an opposition school. The 16th 
clause of the twelfth section provides, that "in case an.y of the 
Trustees shall wilfully neglect or refuse to exercise such corpo­
rate powers for the fulfilment of any contract or agreement 
made by them, he or they shall be personally responsible for the 
fulfilment of such contract or agreement." The eighth. section 
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of the Act further provides, that" every person chosen as Trus­
tee, and not having refused to accept, who shall a' any 'ime 
ref,"e 0(' neglee' to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit 
the sum of five pounds; which sum or sums may be sued for 
and recovered by the Trustees of the section, for its use, before 
any Justice of the Peace." 

It will thus be seen that the Act makes effectual provision 
against any person getting into the office of Trustee, and then 
refusing or neglecting to perform its dutie~ ; that it affords 
ample protection to each Trustee who performs his duties, and 
provides every means necessary to enable Trustees to fulfil 
their engagements. Instances sometimes occur, of parents or 
individual Trustees refusing or neglecting to pay a Teacher on 
the expiration of his engagement,-the Teacher being thus 
compelled to leave without the payment of his hard-earned dues, 
and a debt thus perpetuated to the disadvantage of a new 
Teacher and the future injury of the School. The seventeen til. 
section of the Act guards against this injustice and evil, by 
providing that" any Teacher shall be entitled to be paid at the 
same rate mentioned in his agreement with the Trustees, even 
at the expiration of the period of his agreement, until the Trus­
tees shall have paid him the whole of his salary, according to 
their engagement with him." This provision will prevent the 
injurious accumulation of debts to Teachers in a section, and it 
will furnish Trustees, desirous of performing their duties, with 
satisfactory reasons for insisting upon the prompt payment or 
the rates for the Teacher's salary; while it will afford protec­
tion to the discharged Teacher agaiust any possible attempt to 
wrong him. Then the elevenlk and sevenleentk sections, and the 
18th clause of the twelflk section, provide an easy mode or 
arbitration, by which Trustees can settle any differences which 
may arise between them and the Teacher, or other parties in 
their School Sect:on. 

I know not how a law, founded upon popular principles and 
a due regard to the equal rights of all parties, clln more effec­
tually provide for the easy and efficient discharge of the duties 
uf Trustees. the right of each School Section to manage it, 
own local affairs, and the means and facilities of education fOl' 
all its children. 

2, On the duties of Trustees in respect to their Teacher and 
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School, I refer you to thtl second section of the General Regu­
lations, prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, for the 
ORGANIZATION, GOVERNMI~NT, AND DISCIPLINE OF COMMON 
SCHOOLS IN' UPPER CANADA. It is needless for me to attempt 
to add a word to the practical and impressive views there 
expressed relative to the Duties of T1'ustees; and I would also 
recommend to your special attention the several sections of 
those General Regulations, as also the Forms, and remarks 
upon them, which I have prepared according to law, to aid 
Trustees in the performance of theirduties. 

3. It will be seen that the new Act provides every desirable 
facility for the establishment of Free Schools-Schools supported 
by the property of all, and equally free to the children of all 
-the only Schools which are, in my opinion, based upon the 
true principles of national education, and adapted to national 
wants. But I wish every School municipality to be the judge 
as to the manner of supporting its own Schools; and I think 
the success of Free Schools will be greatly influenced by the 
discretion exercised in their' first establishment. As the very 
object of a free School and the principle of supporting it, iffi'­
plies a School for the common education of all the children and 
youth of a School Section, the first requisite towards its 
accomplishment, is to provide a house and Teachp1' adequate 
to that end. To employ a Teacher incompetent to teach all the 
school-going youth of n section, and yet to tax nil the inhabi­
tants to pay the salary of such incompetent teacher, is mani­
festly unjust. Trustees should, therefore, npon the ground of 
justice to all School-rate payers, as well as from regard to 
the interests of their children, employ none but a highly com­
petent teacher, when it is determined to have a free school. 
A good school and a free school should be convertible terms, 
as should an able teacher and a teacher of a free School. Then 
will the quality and character of instruction be as much 
advanced, as the number of pupils will be multiplied, with the 
establishment of every free school. The Appendix to my 
School Report for 1849, contains copies of my addresses on 
the subject of Free Schools throughout Upper Canada; and the 
Legislative Assembly has ordered a copy of that Report to be 
furnished to each School Corporation in the Province. The 
report itself also contains the sentiments of local Superi nten-
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dents and otber eq,ligb~edfriendsof e.4ucll,tion on the subject 
of l"r.ee S!lhQqls. ,Tha,t report will.be, printed, a,1\~. pl~'led in 
your hands in.the co1,lfse of two or thr~e m,on~hs. I will, there,­
fore, dil!~ill!l tbe subject in, this~plaqe~ with th,esingle additional 
remark. that I I:\ope, before the year 1~60, to see the light of 
a FB.JlE SCHOOL emitting it!' splendo\lr and imparting its blessings 
to every child of every School Secti(lll in U p.per C~nada. 

It o,nly remainlil for me, w.hile [ again CQngrlltulllte 'you on 
the auspicious circumstances in which the new act places you, 
to urge upon you the fulfilment of the high purposes of your 
responsible office. 'fhe destinies of the rising and future gen­
erations of the country are truly in your hands. The youth of 
the la.nd look up to you as the guardians and prqviders of that 
education which will enable tbem to perform tbeir duties to 
their Maleer, to their country, and to posterity. Surely you 
cannot, y!>u. will not betray their in\erests and disappoint their 
hopes. l\1ay they have renson to rise up and call you blessed! 
M~y the fruits of your labour!! place Upper Cnnadl1. in a posi­
tion of 40nour and pre-eminence among tlte other countries of 
Norlh A~erica! 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 

[CIRCULAR. ] 

Your fel1!>w-Iabourer and obedient servant, 
E. RYERSON. 

To the Te(l.cher of eaclt Common School in Upper Candda on his 
, d~ty 'U,lIder the ~ew Common School .!let. 

EDUCATION Of,FICE, 
., TorO!'to, 14tk.~u~u~, le50. 

SIR,-The new Com mOll School Act for UpPIlr Canap& i,s now 
printed \Iond 4is,tribute4 to all the municipalities and School Sections. 
It I;\lay bl) regarded ILl! ,the grea,t charter of Cpmmoll Sc)1oQI Teachers 
in Upper QanllRa •. ". It, stamps their profession ",itQ new importance, 
and t~rowll over t4eir interests and characwr lQIl shield IIf a Dew 
prpte/:p'~., Ie"" nqw ~aY truly, that I kqO)Vlpf no ~~atil, where a 
iopl!l!lr, ~~ool sy~tem Il'!, \8~, jn w~ic4 \h~~ight,s ~Il<l- j.n~~est.s of 
~aFhI\rs Ifre 80 e1fe~ually W0tepted, !,lit uJ!.4e~ ~he pro.'l~~i9,11,1lllf the 
H~~ ~~p,ool A.ct fpr"l,lpper Canada,. , The pagel! CJf,t/1~, I! . .fuurnal 
of.-~'itm" lind the ,", (fqr:re8R~e1f{j~ lin. ~!te. ~4Qql Lq/w," la~eJy 
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printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, attest the feelings I 
have entertained and the efforts I have made to elevate the position, 
protect the rights, and improve the circumstances of School 
teachers; and I rejoice to witness the enactment of a law so far 
5atisfactory on this subject, as to prompt me, for the first time 
during my five years' occupancy of office, to address an official 
circular to Teachers-believing that their position and prospects 
He now sufficiently encouraging to justify me in holding up the pro­
fession of a Teacher as a comfortable as well as respectable and 
useful employment for life. 

2. The neIV Act provides Trustees of Com mOll Schools with 
greater facilities for raising the salaries of Teachers and furnishing 
tbe Schools with all needful maps, apparatus, and text-books, than 
I know of in nny other country; while, at the same lime, it makes 
corresponding provision for the punctual payment of Teachers, both 
: rom the School Fund and School rates. You have only to study 
carefully the provisions of the Act to be impressed with the con­
\ iction, that they have been conceived in the spirit of the warmest 
regard for the interests and efficiency of the Teacher's profession, 
and contain all that can be secured by law to a Teacher, under a 
,; ystem of local se!f-government, where the patronage and emolu­
InC:1ts of each School (beyond the amount of the School Fund 
a ilPortioned to each School Section) are in the hands of a local 
elective Corporation, and not of a central Executive, as in other 
systems of government. The facilities for Normal School Instruc­
tion to all TeMhers who wish to avail themselves of it, are also 
gr~ater, under the liberal provisions of the new Act, than in any 
ot::er country in America. A valuable series of uniform text-books 
coming so generally into use, and the Trustees bl'ing authorized to 
bupply all the pupils with them, cannot fail greatly to relieve and 
facilitate the labours of the Teacher. It will also be observed, in 
the Regulations which have been made by the Council of Public 
Instruction (under the provisions of the new Act) that the inde­
pendence of the Teachl'r, in the teaching and classification of his 
School, is placed beyond petty interference or individual tyranny. 
Under the more effective system for examining and lirensing 
Teachers as provided for by the new Act, and the Programme {or 
the examination and classification of Teachers to be prepared by 
the Council of Public Instruction, a proper line of demarcation will 
bedrawn between Teachers according to their relative qualificatiolll, 
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and each Teacher will acquire the position and advantage to which 
h~ iii entitled. 

3. Such being your position, relations and prospects under the 
pr,ovisions of the new School Act, I am desirous of makil1g a, few 
general remarks and suggestions relative to your future conduct. 
Your general dulies are prescribed in the several clauses of the 
.i:tteenth. section of the Act, and the rules acccording to which you 
are to conduct your School, will be found in the third and fifth. 
sections, Chapter vi, of the General Regulations for the Organiza­
tion, Government, and Discipline of Common Schools, adopted by 
the Council of Public Instruction. I hope you will meditate upon, 
and make yourself thoroughly acquainted with the intention and 
spirit of these requirements of the law and of the regulations 
authorized by it. What I have now to offer is of a more general 
character. 

4. Permit me first to say, value your profession. If you do not 
value it, others will not. But do not show your estimate of it, by 
assuming lofty airs, or making lofty pretensions; but by making 
youuelf thorougly master of it, by devoting your energies to it, by 
becoming imbued with its spirit. Let your act~ns speak, and let 
your heart feel. If an orator would have his audience feel, he must 
first feel himself; and if a Teacher does not feel, and does not give 
proof that he feels, the value and importance of his work, can he 
reasonably expect others to do so? We often hear it said, 
"Teachers are not respected." Bllt is it not almost as often true, 
that teachers do not respect themselves-that they do not act res­
pectably-that they themselves provoke the disrespect or which 
they complain. A Teacher cannot be made respectable by Act of 
Parliament. lie must make himself so. In every ordinary em­
ployment of life, a man who aots upon high principles; and shows 
that he understands and valuell his business, will invariably com­
mand respect. Nor are the Teacher and his work an el(ception to 
the general rule., N,y, wherever a teacber has .hown himself the 
possessor of noble princjples, and that he understood and loved, his 
work, has he not commanded respect, and soon acql!lred' coinmaDd'­
in&" influence in the neighborhood of his !6side~ce rtam pe~sua~ 
ded that, the people of Upper Canada do not. to any conSiderable ex-­
tent,. dlsrespectteacbera ~orthy ~frespei:~ A R8opl~in':~ j:ou~$' 
a Pro,illce, and in- tile inrancy or the 8choolsystem, w,ho voTuntarlly 
te"ect thelnlel,e. lelt :r.eal to' .he amouat '01' '1110 hundred' and ,ellfti~ 

.3' . 



94 

Iy-fwe thou.and dollar/l (considerably more in proportioll to p'pula­
tion than the amount raised last year by the people ofthe State of N. 
York) for /lalane. of Teachers alone-irrespective of the legislative 
school grant, and of the sums assessed and collected for the erection 
of school-houses and the incidental expenses of schools-cannot but 
respect every respectable Teacher. It is true that narrow and 
mean views are entertained by some as to the amount of a teacher's 
remuneration, but thfl same persons entertain similar views as to 
the remuneration of all public officers. But the number of these 
enemies of knowledge and petty tyrants of mental labour, will 
diminish as intelligence and manly virtues advance in society. 
The large increase which has already, in many instances, taken 
pi ace in the salaries of efficient Teachers, and the increasing de­
!Oo.nd for such Teachers in various parts of the Province, indicate a 
progl'ess full of encouraging hopes and anticipations for the future, 

5,. Then, if you value your profession yourself, employ the proper 
meaDB lo give it a place, not only in the esteem, but in the interest 
and sympathies of others. The profession of a Teacher is a means 
to an end j it exists not for the sake of the Teacher himself, but for 
the interests of sodety. It is a work indispensible to the progress 
and well-being of society. What is the Teacher's work 1 It is to 
develop the mind, to mould the heart, and to form the character of 
tbe future citizens, ma6 istrates and rulers of our land! It is to 
leacti Ilnd implant that which is the only true guarantee of liberty, 
orde'.', aud social stability-the essential element of a country'a 
l'roaperity and happiness. Show that you sympathise with these 
objects-that your heart is in them-that your thoughts and aims 
ri,) not terminate in yourself alone, but embrace others,-and espe­
cially encircle tbe rising generation. Such a spirit, like heat in 
the atmosphere, will be difi'usive. Olhers will imbibe it; the 
:"J:fferent will become interested, and the selfish :will begin to feel 
the impulses of intelligent generosity j parents will become increa­
singly anxious for the education of their children, and children 
will become iucreasingly anxious to be educated. In any neighbor­
hood, both in town and country, where any youth are allowed to 
.~'OW up uneducated, a 'reacher should be an educational missiona­
ry, as well as an educational pastor; lind every instance of success 
wii! add to his influence' and means of support, as well as useful­
~~ess .. , No class of men in the country will derive so large an 
,ndlvldual advantage from the progress of society as School-teach-
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era, and they' ought to be intent in efforts to excite every sentiment 
and feeling, and to procure and circulate every publication, wbich 
will tend to diffuse education and knowle'dge. A Teacher who folds 
his arms in slothful inactivity-neither improving in knowledge 
himself, nor advancing it among otbers-and yet complaining that 
no Hercules comes to his relief, deserves neither respect nor assist­
ance; while the Teacher who nobly exerts himself in both acquir­
ing lind diffusing knowledge, will receive4>oth emolument and res­
pect, if not admiration and applause. 

6. The mutual intercourse of teachers-mutual visits to each 
others' Schools-forming, and meeting occasionally or periodica!ly 
in Associations for mutual improvement, and the promotion of pro­
fessional objects,-which are no other than public interests ;-these 
and kindred measures, in connexion with professional reading and 
industry, ca.nnot fail to contribute much to the success, enjoyment, 
and social standing of teachers. Professional friendships will be 
formed; professional feeling will be enkindled; profes8ional zeal 
and emulation will be excited; professional skill and usefulness will 
})e improved; and teachers will be more respected by the commu­
nity at large, by thus evincing propel' respect for each other. 
Faithful teachers have already on their side the enlightened part of 
tbe community, the press, the pulpit, and the Legislature. Let them 
be true to themselves and to their profession. Lord Bacon has said 
Iruly-" Every man owes a debt to his profession". On one occa­
sion some weeks since, I felt pained beyond expression, in witness­
ing certain members of the Bu chiming in with a senseless and 
shameful clamour against a profession, to members of which the 
American people have at this moment entrusted e\'ery department 
of their supreme government, and to the intelligence and patriotic 
advocacy of which Upper Canada is indebted for every vestige of her 
constitutional and municipal government, and the most valuable 
statutes of civil and criminal jurisprudence, as well as tbe largest 
facilities for public education, nnd some of the finest examples of 
personal and social virtues. I hope that no temptation to pander to 
the passions of prejudice, ignorance, or selfishness, will ever in­
duce you to forget the debt which you owe to your profession. 
Seek to have it purged of every inebriate, every blasphemer, every 
ignorant idler who' cannot teach and will:not learn ;' and do what j[j 
you lies to stamp upon it the character of intelligence and virtue, and 
make it worthy of tbat high respect and liberal support which an en­
lightlmoo people will readily award to able teachers of their offspring. 
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7. I would also offer a word of caution against discouragement 
in your work, or disinclination to it, on account of ils comparative 
obscurity. It is true, the circle of your daily labours is narrow, 
and the results of them are remote; there is little variety in your 
employment, and the monotony of it is only varied by quarterly ex­
aminations and short vacations. It therefore requires more than 
ordinary patience, perseverance and benevolence to pursue your 
work, mOI:lth after mon~, and year after year, with unabated zeal 
and energy. Yet your work is now a public profession, recognized 
by law, and none but a Teacher examined and licenRed according to 
law, is permitted to receive a farthing of the public School Fund, 
any more than a person not examined and admitted to the Law 
Society, is permitted to practice as a Barrister at Law. And the 
results of the work performed in the humble school-house, though 
remote, will not be uncertain, and may one day appear in the high­
est posit~on of n free people's gift, or in the most important affairs 
of a nation" s diplomacy, or in the most honoured relations of parental 
and social life. The common school-house is the sole educational 
college for the vast majority of the present youth and future fathers 
and mothers of our country. That accomplished scholar and elegant 
writer, Dr. JARED SPARKS, President of Harvard University, traces 
his early training, and several years of his apprenticeship in teach­
ing, to the common school; and the great American statesman and 
orator,DANJEL\VEBSTBR, is accustomed to refer to the common school 
as his first alma mate,', in which was laid the foundation of his future 
character. Through long months, and in retirement and solitude, 
the Italian painter occupied his brush on a single piece of canvas; 
but that canvas has, age after age, imparted instruction and delight 
to hundreds of thousands. For years did the Grecian sculptor, in 
almost exiled seclusion, employ his chisel on a. single block of mar­
ble; but that marble has survived the wreck of empires, and still 
commands the admiration of the refined of all countries. Let the 
practical philosophy of these facts be engraved upon the heart of 
every right-minded Teacher, and it will sweeten his toil, a.nd add 
fresh attractions to every Buccessive year of hie increuingly skilful 
and efficient labours. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your faithful friend aad BenarH, 

Eo aYBUON. 
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[ OFFICIAL.] 
NOTICE TO THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS, 

AND TUE TRUSTEES OF DISTRICT GRAMMAR SCHOOLS THOUGII­
OUT UPPER CANADA. 

EDUCATION OFFICE, 
Toronto, 8th October, 1~. 

By the 28th section of the School Act, 13th and 14th Victoria, 
chapter 48, the Board of Trustees of the Grammar Schools and the 
Local Superintendents of Schools in each County or Union of 
Counties, are constituted a Board of Public Instruction for such 
County, or Union of Counties; and under thc authority given in 
the 35th section, and 4th clause of said Act, I hereby appoint the 
first meeting of each County Board ot Public Instruction to be held 
on Thursday, the fourteenth day of November next, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M., at the place of the last meeting of the Council of such County, 
or Union of Counties. When once assembled, the law authorizes. 
each County Board to appoint the times and places of its own 
meetings. 

E. RYERSON, 
Chief SKperinten,unlof School., U. C. 

CIRCULAR FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCHOOLS TO EACH OF THE COUNTY BOARDS OF PUBLIC INSTRUC­
TION IN UPPER CANADA. 

[OFFICIAL.] EDUCATION OFFICB, 
Tor""'o, 8th Octob .. , It\5O. 

GBlfTLBMEN :-
I transmit you herewith a copy of the Programme 

for the Examination and Classification of Teadflers of Common 
Schools, which has been adopted by the Council of Public Instruc­
tion, as required by the School Act, 13th and 14th Victoria, chapter 
48; and I think it proper, at the same time, to make a few explana­
tory and practical remarks on the subject. 

1. You will observe that the standard of qualifications prescribed 
for each class of Teachers, is extremely low ;--Iower indeed, than 
in strict propriety'it ought to be-lower than it is for Common School. 
Teachers in Ireland-lower than it wm doubtless be in Upper Can­
ada in the course of three or four yesrs. The standard here laid 
down for jir,t class Teachers, will probably soon be applied to 
second olass Teachers, and that of second, applied to third 0la88 
Toachers, and no peraons will be admitted into the public schools II 
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legally qualified Teachers whose qualifications will not enable them 
to secure a second class certificate according to the accompanying 
Programme. But the Council of Public Instruction has had regard 
to the present circumstances of the country, to the fact that this is 
the first step which has yet been adopted for establishing an uniform 
standard and system of examination of teachers throughout Upper 
Canada. It is painful to think, that there should be a necessity in 
any part ofthc Province, to license persons as teacbers with no higher 
qualifications than those required of third class teachers in the accom­
panying Programme; but it is hoped such a ncessity will not long 
exist: and every teacher of this class should be impressed with the 
consideration, that if he wishes to be recognized in future years as 
a legally qualified Teacher of Common Schools, he must apply 
himself diligently to the acquisition of higher qualifications. The 
profession of School-teaching can only be efficient, and influential, 
as the qualifications and character of its members are respectable 
and elevated. Thc accompanying Programme states the minimum 
of qualifications required for each class of certificates. 

2. But the first, and perhaps most important duty which devolves 
upon you, is that which precedes an examination into the intelleo­
tual qualifications of candidates. The law expressly declares, that 
"no certificate of qualification shall be given to any pers(ffl. as 
Teacher, who shall not furnish satisfact01·y proof of good moral 
character." This is a vital point on which you aro called to pass a 
conscientious and impartial judgment, before you admit any oan­
didate to an examination. The law of the land thus makes you the 
moral guardians of the children and youth of your respective coun­
ties, as far as dflilends upon the moral character of their Teachers, 
the same as the Divine law makes you the guardians of your own 
children; and you should certainly license no character to teach the 
former, whom you would not permit to teach the latter. Many 
representations have been made to this Department respecting, in­
temperate, and profane, and Sabbath-breaking Teachers. To what 
extent these representations are well fonnded, is not for me to say. 
But when so many parties have belln individually authorized to 
license Teachers, it were not surprising if isolated indivfdual firm­
~less should be overcome by the importunity of a candidate in Borne 
Instances, backed by requests of inconsiderate Tt\!Btlle.s. Now, 
however, you meet in Council; the candidaies come, befote you on 
eOll\mon ground; you judge of the "moral character" of each by a 
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which have so' bften been pressed upon, the feelings of individl!al 
Superintendents and Visito'is. I can ,n!lt but regard it' as yotir 
special m\ssion to rid the profession of common school teaching of 
unworthy' characters and of wholly incompetent persons, to protect 
the youth' against the' poison of a vicious teacher's example, and tei 
lay the foundittion for greatly elevating the profession of school 
teaching, arid greatly iricreasing the efficiency and u~efulness of 
Common Schools. The moral character of teachers involves the 
deepest interests of our offspring, and the widest destinies of our 
country. No Jax expediency or false delicacy should be permitted 
to endorse a person of irregular habits or doubtful morals as a 
" good mora.l character," and'let him loose upon society, authorized 
and certified as a duly qualified Teacher of its youth. I am sure 
you will agrlle 'with me, that your ce'rtificate should state what you 
believe to be strihtly true, and therefore be a guarantee to Trustees 
of Schools and parents of children, in regard to the moral character 
and intellectual qualifications of every Teacher whom you shall 
license. ' 

3. As to your examination of candidates in the several subject~ 
mentioned in the Programme, I had at first intended to have pre­
pared some general questions on each subject, as hints both to ex­
aminers and candidates (or certificates of different classes; but on 
further consideration, I found it would occupy too much space, and 
might probably be bettcr left to the discretion and judgment of 
Examiners themselvlls. I would orily suggest, therefore, as all the 
candidates present at any meeting of a County Board of Examiners 
will probably be examined in a single class, the candidates entitled 
to the lower class certificates may be relieved from remaining (ex­
cept as mere spectators,) at the continuatiun of the examination of 
those who are deemed competent to be examined in the subject~ 
prescribed for the higher class certificates; and that as the object of 
the examination is, to ascertain not only the nature and extent of the 
attainments of the candidates, but their capacity to teach others 
what they know themselves, the examination, in each subject of the 
programme, should be specially adapted to elicit this primary quali­
fication of a good Teacher, as also his knowledge of school organi­
zation, classification, and government. 

4. It only rl')mains for me to advert to the mode of calling the first 
meeting 'of County Boards of Public Instruction, and of holding 
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their future meetings. As the mode of calling the first meeting is 
left as II. matter of instruction from this Department (section 35, 
elause 3.), I have thought it would be most convenient for the mem­
bers of each County Board to meet about the middle of November, 
and have appoined that time accordingly. Each County Board once 
assembled, will ever after, according to law, appoint the times and 
places of its own meetings. It is submitted, whether the first meet­
ing of each County Board of Public Instruction would examine 
Teachers at all; whether the members present at such meeting 
might not consider and determine their mode of proceeding in the 
admission of candidates to examination, and in the mode of examin­
ing them-assigning to one or more members the duty of con­
ducting the examination in each branch or subject prescribed in the 
Programme; and then appointing the time and place, or times and 
places for the examination of Teachers-giving due publicity of the 
"arne. As but three members of the County Board are required to 
be present at any meeting for the examination and licensing of 
Teachers, they might at a gen@ral meeting agreo to meet in sections 
of three or four members each at places most convenient for the 
examination of Teachers for different specified portions of the 
CouRty-especially if it be large. As by the 15th Section of the 
Act, the certificates of qualification to Teachers, given by local 
Superintendents, are valid during the current year, the meetings and 
proceedings of the County Boards will have reference to 1851 and 
future years. 

No branch of a system of public instruction has ever been brought 
into operation in any country, without much anxious toil; and the 
efficient commencement of this most important and too long neglected 
department of our school system, will require no inconsiderable 
labour and much patient and earnest purpose to promote the welfare 
of the rising generation. The more serious and difficult part of the 
task will soon be accomplished, while the results cannot fail to be 
extensively beneficial, alike upon the application, the aspirations and 
improvements of Teachers, the character of the Schools, and the 
progress and interests of the pupils. 

I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

E. RYERSON. 
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PROGRAMMF. 

Of the Examinati~n and Classification of Teachers of Comlllon 
Schools, p1-escribed by the COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTIO" FOR 

UPPER CANADA, as required by Ihe .I1ct, 13th and 14th Victoria, 
chapter 48, section XXXVIII. 

TO RF: IS FORCE UNTH. RF.PEAl,F.D OR REVISED BY SAID (,OUSCIL. 

N.B .-Candidates shall not be eligible to be admitted to examination, until they shall 
have furnished the Examiner~ with satigfac.tory evidellce of their strictly temperate habits 

and good moral ch::i.r:1ct~'r. 

I. QUALIFICATIONS OF THIRD CLASS TEACHERS. 

Candidates for certificates as Third Class Teachars, are required: 

1. To be able to read intelligibly and correctly any paRsage from any 
common readiDst book. 

2. To be able to spell correctly the words of an ordinary Bentence dictated 
by the Examiners-

3. To be able to write a plain hand. 

4. To be able to work readily questions in the simple and compound rules 
of Arithmetic, and in Reduction and Proportion, and bp familiar with the 
principles on which these rules depend. 

S. To know the elements of English Grammar, and be able to parse any 
easy 8t:ntence in pro~e. 

6. To be acquainted with the elements of Geography, and the general 
outlines of the Globe. 

7. To have some knowledge of School organization and the classification 
of pupil~. 

II. QUALIFICATIONS OF SECOND CLASS TEACHERS •. 

Candidates for certificates as Second Class Teachers, in addition 
to what is required of candidates for Third Class certificates, are 
required: 

1. To b~ able to read with ease, .inteUig~nce •. an~ ~xpreB~ion. and 10 be 
{ami liar WIth the prtnclples of readIng and pronuncIatIon. 
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2. To wnte a bold free hand, anJ to be acquainted with the rul .. of 
teaching writing. 

:1. To know Fractions, Involution, Evolution, and commercial and men­
tal Arithmetic. 

[Female candidates for tl~is c1(1~S (If certificates will only be txamined in Practice, and 
mental ..tJ.rithmetic.] 

4. To be acquainted with the elements of Book-Keeping. 

5. To know the common rules of Orthography, and be able to parse any 
sentence in prose or poetry which may be ~ubmitted; to write grammau ... 
cally. with correct spelling and punctuation. the substance of any passages 
whtch may be read. or any topics which may be suggested. 

6. To be familiar with the elements of ;\lathematical, Physical and Civil 
or Political Geography. as contained in any School Geography. 

III. Qt"., LIFICATtO", OF FIRST CLASS TEACHERS. 

Candidates for certificates as First Class Teachers, in addition to 
what is required of Candidate, for Third and Second Class certifi­
ficate8, are required: 

). To be acquainted with the rules for the mensuration of Superficies 
and Solids. and the elements of Land Surveying. 

2. To be familiar with the simple rules of Algebra. and be able to solve 
pr"blems in Simple and Quadratic Equations. 

3. To know the first four books of Euclid. 

4. To be familiar with the elements and outlines 01 General History. 

5, To have some acquaintance. with the elements of Vegetable and 
Ammal PhY'lOlogy and Natural Ph!Iosuphy, as far as taught In the Fifth 
Book of the National Readers. 

6. To understand the propEr organization and management of Schools 
and the improved methods of teaching. 

N.B.-Femnle candidates for first class certificates will not be examined in the subjects 
mentioned in the first three paragraphs under this head. 

By Order of the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada. 

JtrKl''CATIOM OrneR, TORono. 
Adopt.d IA. 3nI 44r qf o.:u,-. lSSO. 

J. GROROE HODGINS, 

R"ord.in,l Cleric. 
C. P. L 
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GENERAL FORM 
OF CERTIFICATES OF QUALIFICATION FOR COMMON SCHOOL 

TEACHERS IN UPPER CANADA. 

To be grantta by County Boards of Public Instruction, in accordante 1Dith. ,lu 
furegoing Programme of Examination. 

lrhi1J i1J to Qtcrtif!!, that __ . _________ ._._ of the ___ .•. faith, 

having applied to the BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION for the County [School 

Circuit or United Counties] of •• _____ • for a C!tertrficate of C!Il.uallficatlon 
to teach a Common School, and having produced "satisfactory proof of 

good moral character," the BOARD has carefully examined him [or her] in 

the several branches of study enumerated in the" Qualifications of [third, 
&econd, or first, as the case may be] . _____ class Teachers," contained in 

the" PROGRAMME OF THE EXAnUNATION AND CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHERS 

OF CO~[ltION SCHOOLS, PRESCRIBED BY THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

FOR UPPER CA"ADA," adopted the 3rd day of October, 1850; and having 

found the said ._:_ ••. __ .•• well qualified to teach the several branches 

therein named, the BOARD, as authorized hy the 29th section 01 the Act, 

13th and 14th Victoria, chapter 48, herebj licenses him [or her] to teach 

any Common School in the .--- •• [lf a first class Certificate, here insert 

the name of the County, School Circuit, Union of Counties, or Cit'!; if a 

second class C.,·tificate, the name of the Township; and if a tl.ird class 

Certificate, the name of the School Section in which the Candidate is autho­

rised to teach,-to b. determined, at the dtScretion of the Boa,·d.] 

!!rbls C!tertlficate of C!Il.ual!ficat(on to remain in force [for one year 

from the date hereof, or until annulled according to law-to b. determined 

by circumstance, and the class of Ihe Certificate granted. J 

DATED this .. _ .. , day of ••• _ •• , one thousand eight hundrrd and ••••• 

N.B.-Each Certificate should be signed by the ChaIrmen of the Board, and mull 
al80 have the sIgnature of • Local Superintendent or Sclloolo. ~. 2M cI ...... 'II ,... 
WtA .. rtiOft qf !he Art. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

TIlE ACT SUPPLEMENTARY TO THE COM?ION SCHOOL 
ACT FOR UPPER CANADA 

Is destined, in our opinion, to exert a more powerful influence in 
extending and elevating the system of Elementary Education in Upper 
Canada, than any School Act, which has preceded it. 

We will not here repeat the remarks which have been made on the 
several provisions of this Act in the Circulars accompanying this 
notice, addressed to County Councils, Local Superintendents, and 
Trustees of Common Schools. We will offer in this place a few 
general observations :-

1. We observe, in the first place, that the Supplementary Act does 
not repeal or alter any of the general provisions of the Sehoul Act of 
1850, but pDOvides for wants which the progress of the school system 
has created, and remedies defects which observation and experience 
have detected. The one act does not supersede, but supplements the 
other. The latter act is the completion of the former. The two form 
a whole. 

2. By the provisions of the latter act, combined with those of the 
former, the whole system of Elementary Instruction in Upper Canada­
is placed upon a broad, deep, and permanent foundation. An addition 
of one·sixth is made to the Legislative School Grant for Upper Canada; 
the completi'ln and gupport of the N'lrmal School are fully provided 
for; provision is made for the gratuitous circulati'ln 'lf the Journal of 
Education to all the SchO'l1 Sections and School Superintendents in 
Upper Canada; an annual sum is granted to commence a Provincial 
Museum and Library; the C'lmmencement of an annual fund is made 
f'lr the support ofsuperannua.ted or W'lrn·out Sch'lol Teachers,- a pro-­
vision of the utmost importance towards establishing and elevating the 
noble profession of school teaching. 
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8. The office of School Trustee is invested with grpat power; and is, 
therefore, one of great respectability as well as of responsibility. The 
effect will soon be the selection of the best qualified men in each 
School Division to this vitally important and powerful office. Motives 
of economy will dictate this, no less than regard for the interests of 
the rising generation. Many ignorant men, feeling their own deficien­
cies, would do good as School Trustees, if they knew how. Educated 
Trustees can manage a school and its interests more economically, as 
well as more efficiently, than uneducated Trustees. A school must be 
kept open in each School Section six months in each year by a legally 
qualified Teacher, or the Trustees of such Section incur personally the 
forfeiture of the amount of the School Fund apportioned to such Sec­
tion for the year. No opposition of individuals or of meetings can pre­
vent Trustees from levying and collecting, from time to time, such sum 
or sums as they may t!link necessary for school purposes; and the 
most formidable obstruction which can be erected in any School Sec­
tion against the general attendance of pupils at School, is the voting of 
a rate bill of one shilling and three pence a month, or about three pence 
half·penny a weck, fm' each pupil,-a charge too small to prevent a full 

. attendance of pupils at every wtill-taught and well-furnished school. 

4. The several sections ofthe supplementary Act which remove doubts 
as to certain provisions of the School Act of 1850, which secure to each 
school division the advantage of all the taxable property situated with­
in its limits, and the collection of all rates on the lands of absentees, 
which provide for proper descriptions of all school sections in each 
township, which relate to disturbances of schools and law-suits, &c. &c .• 
cannot fail to be eminently promotive of the interests of schools. 

5. The same remark may be made in regard to the 4th section of 
the Supplementary Act which relates to separate schools. It will be 
seen by this section. 1. That no separate school can be establi8hed 
or continued, otherwise than on the conditions and under the circum­
stances specified in the 19th section of the School Act of 1850. 2. 
That no part of any Municipal Assessment can be applied, and no 
Municipal Authority or officer can be employed to collect ratcs for the 
support of any separate school-a great restriction and improvement 
in the School Law, as it has hitherto existed on this subject. 3. That 
if any pcrsons, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant, demand a sep-
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arate School i .• the circumstances under which it may be allowed, they 
must tax themselves for its support, and they must make returns 01 
the sums they raise, and the children they teach-a regulation whi£h 
has not heretofore been required, but which is rendered necessary in order 
to make out the School Assessment Roll, and to determine the School 
Collector's duties. 4. That separate Schools are subject to the same 
inspections and visits as are all Common Schools. 5. That all ground 
and semblance of a CQmplaint of injustice is taken away from the sup­
porters of a separate School, while they cannot any longer employ 
Municipal authority and Municipal assessments for sustaining their 
schoo!. 6. That the supporters of separate Schools cannot interfere 
in the affairs of the Public Schools. 

If separate Schools have not hitherto endangered our School system, 
there is still less danger of their being able to do so under the Supple 
mentary Act, the provisions of which put it out of tb.e power of any 
opposers to shake the foundations of that system, or get up a plausible 
pretext of agitation against it on the plea of religion or justiCe. The 
withdrawment ofa few persons, here and there, from the support ofthe 
public schools, will scarcely be felt by the people at large, even in a 
pecuniary sense, while they will have the advantage of making the 
publk schools more perfectly wb.at they wish them to be in a religious 
and moral point of view. 

Upon the whole we anticipate the happiest results from the opera.­
oons of the Supplementary School Act, and recommend its attentiv~ 
perus:ll by all friends of universal education, and its careful study by aU 
councillors, superintendents, and trustees of schools in Upper Canada. 

...... 

[AN ACT 
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ANNO SElCTO-DECIMO, VICTORDE REGIN.lE, CAPUT CLXXXV. 

II. AN ACT SUPPLEMEN1 ARY TO THE COMMON 
SCHOOL ACT OF UPPER CANADA. 

[Received Royal.Assent, 14th June, 1853.] 

Preamble. WHEREAS it is expedient to make some fur­
ther provision for the improvement of Common 

Schools in Upper Canada, and to modify and extend some of the 
provisions of the Act passed in the session held ill the thirteenth 
I d 4 V' and fourteenth years of Her Majesty's Reign, chap­
ri~~h.I48. ;i~~'r. tered forty-eight, and intituled, An Act fur the bt!tter 

Titl.of. 
establishment and maintenance of Common 
Schools in Upper Canada, hereinafter called " the 

Upper Canada School Act of 1850:" Be it therefore enacted by 
the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of 
and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An 
Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and 
fur the Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That the Board of School Trustees in each 

. City, Town and incorporated Village, shall, in addi-
~~':::lr '::~d C;~\r~ tion to the powers with which they are now legally 
lage t;ustees ex- invested, possess and exercise, as far as they shall 
tended. Judge expedient, in regard to each such City, Town 
and incorporated Village, all the powers with which tbe Trustees 
of each School Seotion are or may be invested by law in regard to 
Powe... of tho each such School t'cction:- Provided always, that 
Chainnall of tho the Chairman of each such Board of School Trustees 
Board. shall be elected by the Trustees from their own 
number, and shall have a right to yote at all times, and in case of 
an ~quality of votes, the maxim prasumitur pro negante [it is 
deCided in the negative] shall prevail. 

Election, Second II. And be it enacted, that in any Village or 
Wednesday in Town not divided into ",Yards in Upper Canada, 
January. which shall become incorporated according to Law, 

.. See Pamphlet Edition of the School .Act. of 1800, p. 23, sec. XXI. 
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an Election of a Board of School Trustees for such Village or 
Town shall take place at the time spe"ified in the second section of 
the said Upper Canada School Act of 1850 j Pro- Firsl EleNion 10 
vidf.:d always, that the first Election of such Board be called hy Mu_ 

of School Trustees shall be called by the Returning ~ffir.:~.Relurning 
Officer appointed to hold the fir,t Municipal Election 
in such Village or Town, or in case of his neglecting Proviso- or, in 

to do so for one month, by any two Freeholders in ~~~:~~Id:!.. tw<> 

such Village or Town, on giving six days' notice in 
at least three public places in such Village or Town j 

Provided, also, that all Elections of School Trustees ~~~~:~~;-Fo:~~ 
that have taken place in Yillages and Towns not finlled. 

divided into \Yards, which have been incorporated 
since one thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall be and are 
hereby confirmed, and the acts of Boards of School Trustees so 
elected in such Villages and Towns, are hereby made as valid as if 
such Boards had been elected for Villages and Towns incorporated 
before one thousand eight hundred and fifty j Pro­
vided likewise, that in the words "two years" 
which occur in the second provIso of the twenty­
fifth section of the said Act,. the word "three" 

School Act, 1850, 
error in Proviso 
2 of Sec. 25 cor­
rected. 

shall be substituted for the word "two," and the said proviso shall 
be held to have and to have had effect as if the word "three" 
had been originally inserted therein instead of the word" two j" 
Provided, nevertheless, that the twenty-fifth and 
twenty-sixth sections of the said Act shall be con- Proviso. 
strued to apply to all such Boards of School 
Trustees •. 

III. And he it enacted, That in case an objection 
be made to the right of any person to vote at an 
Election ofa School Trustee or Trustees in any City, 
Town, or Incorporated Village, or upon any other 

Declaralion to be 
mat.le hy per.son 
10 Whose \oto 
objeci ion is 
made. 

subject connected with School purposes, the Returning Officer pre­
siding at such Election shall require the person whose ri6ht of voting 
is thus objected to, to make the following declaration :-

" I do declare and affirm that I have been rated 
"on the Assessment-Roll of this City (Town or Fonn. 

" Village, as the case may b,,) as a Freeholder (or Householder, as 

• See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act of 1850, p. 27, sec. XXV. 
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"the eaSf may be), and that 1 have paid a public School tax in 
"this 'Yard, (or Village, as the e,ise may be), within the last 
"twelve months, and that I am legally qualified tu vote at this 
" Election." 

And the person making such declaration shall he permitted to vote: 
PrO\'iso: Penalty Provided always, that any person who shall, on the 
lor false ueciam- complaint of any person, be convicted of wilfully 
lion. making a false declaration of his right to vote, shall be 
deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and puni,hable by fine and imprison­
ment in the manner provided for similar cases in the se"ent/} section 
of the said Upper Canada School Act of 1850.' 

II. SEPARATE SCHOOLS. 

Persons .enujn~ IV. And be It enacted, That in all Cities, Towns 
~~;~:~~,~,"~oa c~; and incorporated Villages and :-;c1l'lOl Sections, in 
lain amouill to which separate ~chools do or shall exist according 
~~J>~;a':x!~;~~d to the pro"isions of the Common School Acts of 
from Common 1] pper Canada,t persons of the religious persuasion 
School rates. of each such separate School, sending children to it, 
or supporting such School by subscribing thereto annually an amount 
equal to the sum which each such person would be liable to pay (if 
such separate School did not exist) on any assessment to obtain the 
annual Common School grant for each snch City, Town, incorpo­
rated Village or Township, shall be exempted from the payment of 
all Ra(es imposed for \he support of the common pnblic Schools of 
each such City, Town, incorporated Village or ::lchool Section, and 
of all Rates imposed for the purpose of obtaining the Legislative 
Common ::lchool Grant for snch City, Town, incorporated Village 
or Township; and each such separate School shall share in such 
Separate l<chonls Legislative Common 'School Grant only (and not in 
:~S~:'~.';:LGf~~l~ any School money raised by Local Municipal Assess­
aec",dlllgloavc- ment) according to the average attendance ofpnpils 
rage nllelldonce. attending each such separate School, (the mean at­
t~ndance of pupils for winter and summer being taken) as compared 
with the .whole average attendance of pupils attending the Common 
S~hools 10 each such City, Town, incorporated Village or Town­
ship; and a certificate of qualification signed by the majority of the 

• See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act, 1850, p. 9. 
t Ibid., page 21, section XIX.; also 14 and H; Victoria, chapter 111. 
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Trustees of such separate School shall be sufficient for any Teacher 
of such School; Provided always, firstly, that the exemption from 
the payment of such School Rates,as herein provided, lSI Proviso-Ex_ 
shall not extend beyond the perIod of such persons .mptionsfromlhe 

sending children to or subscribing as aforesaid for ~'::b::':tIR~res.c, 
the support of such separate School; nor shall such Conditional Ex_ 

exemption extend t-o School rates or taxes imposed cep"on. 

or to be imposed to pay for School-houses, the erection of which 
was und"rtaken or entered into befo·re the establishment of such 
separate School; Provid"d secondly, that the Trus­
tees of each such separate School shall, on or before 
the thirtieth day of June, and thirty-first day of 
December of each year, transmit to the local Super­
intendent, a correct return of the names of all per­
sons of the religious persmasion of such separate 
Sehool, who shall have sent children to or subscribed 

2d Pwviso-Re .. 
turns from Sepa_ 
rate Schools to 
local Superinten. 
dent. Names of 
supporters­
names ofcbildren 
-:imouul sub_ 
aulJ.scribed. 

as aforesaid for the support of such separate School during tile six 
months preyious, and the names of the children sent, and amounts 
subscribed l:Iy them respectively, together with the a\'erage attend­
of pupils in such separate School during such period; And the 
Superintendent shall forthwith make a return to the 
Clerk of the Municipality and to the Trustees of 
the School Section or Municipality in which such 
separate School is established, stating the names of 

I..o('aI Superin_ 
tendent to makfl 
return to Clerk 
of Municir-alily. 

all the persons who, being members of the same religious denomina­
tion, contribute or send children to such separate School, and the 
Clerk shall not include in the Collector's Roll for the 
general or other School Rate, and the Trustees or f~~r~:h~~lc'~~p­
Board of Trustees shall not include in their porters of separ_ 

Sc..hool Rolls, except for any rate for the build- ~l~ll::l~~~sR~I1. 
ing of School-houses undertaken before the estah-
lishing of such separate School as herein mentioned, the name 
of any such person as appears upon such return then lait received 
from the said Superintendent: And the Clerk or other Officer 
of the Municipality within which such separate School is 
established, having pos~ession of the Assessor's or Collector's 
Roll of the said Municipality, is hereby required to allow any 
one of the said Trustees, or their authori:l:ed Col- Ace.,.. to Ro1I 
lector, to make a copy of such Roll as far as it shall allowed. 

relate to their School t:ieetion i Provided thirdly, that the proYi5iQDs 
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3rd Proviso. of the thirteenth section of the said Upper Canada 
Sect. 13 School School Act of 1850, shall apply to the Trustees and 
~;~iy :~::'p:~a~~ Teachers of separate ~chools, the same as to Trus­
Sehuols. tees and Teachers of other Common Schools:· 
Provided fourthly, that the Trustees of each such separate School 
4th Proviso. shall be a corporation and shall have the same power 
Trustees of se. to impose, levy and collect School Rates or sub­
parate School>1O scriptions upon and from persons sending children 
be a corporatioll. to or subscribing towards the support of such sepa­
Their power to rate School, as the Trustees of a School Section 
collect cat •• , &e. have to impose, levy and collect School RatE:s or 
subscriptions from persons having property in such Section or send­
ing children to or subscribing towards the support of the Common 
5 h P' School of such seclion:t Provided fiftTlly, that the ;0 ;:;~SO~treel forerroing provisions in this clause shall take effect 
fnom Jail., Ido3. frol1~ the first day of January, one thousaud eight 
hundred and fifty-three, and shall extend to the separate Schools 
established or intended to be established under the provisions of the 
6th Proviso. Upper Canada Common School Acts: Provided 
Supporters ofRe- sixthly, that no person helonging to the religious 
parate Schools persuasion of such separate School, and sending a 
~~~e ~~~~~~~~~~ child or children thereto or subscribing tOlvards the 
Schoul Trustees. support thereof, shall be allowed to vote at the 
Election of any Trustee for a public Common School in the City, 
Town,incorporated Village or School Section within the. limits of 
which such separate School shall be situate. 

III. COM:VION SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 
V. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of each School Section 

shall, on or before the thirtieth day of June, and the thirty-first day 
TrusteesofC"m. of December in each year, transmit to the local 
Scho"ls to trails. Superintendent, a COfreet return of the average at­
~~~fI~~"I;';):~\~~~ ten dance of pupils in the School or Schools under 
a~c atteuda,we to their charge during the six months then immediately 
locall:\upt. preceding; nor shall any School Section be entitled 
to the apportionment from the School Fund for the said six months, 
Pellalty formui.. the Trustees and Teacher of which shall neglect to 
.ioll to do so transmit a verified statement of ~uch average atten-

* See pamphlet edition of the School Act, 1850, page 16. 
t Ibid, page 12 and 13, 7th to 11th clauses of the 12th section. 
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dance of pupils in their School or Schools j Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal . 
the provisions of the thirty-first section of the said ProvISo. 

Upper Canada School Act of 1850.-

VI. And be it enacted; That the Trustees of each School Sec­
tion shall have the same authority to assess and collect School 
Rates for the purpose of purchasing School sites and 
h . f S h I H h C. School Trus-t e erection 0 c 00 ouses, as t ey are now or lees may asse •• 

may be invested with by law to assess and coHect ~:h~::l::~se •• 
Rates for other School purposes: Provided always, Proviso. 

that they shall take no steps for procuring a Scholll Musl call a Spo­
site on which to erect a new School House, or cial Meeling 
changing the site of a School House established, or therefor. 

that may be hereafter established, without calling a Special Meet­
ing of the Freeholders and Householders of their Section to consi­
der the matter; and if a majority of such Freeholders and House­
holders present at such Meeting, differ from a majority of the 
Trustees as to the site of a School House, the question shall be 
disposed of in the manner prescribed by the eleventh section of the 
said Upper Canada School Act of 1850:t Provided that such 
Trustees shall, whenever they impose any rate for School purposes, 
make a -return to the Clerk of the Municipality of the amount of the 
rate 50 imposed by them. 

VII. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of 
each School Section shall see that each School 
under their charge is, at all times, duly provided 
with a Register and Visitor's Book, in the form 
prepared according to law. 

ReQ'ister and 
Visuars' Book to 
be provided by 
Trustees. 

VIIT. And be it enac.ted, That the Trustees of Union of Com_ 
each School Section shall have authority to take mon with GraUl_ 
such steps as they may judge expedient to unite mar Schools. 

their School with any public Grammar School, which shall be situ­
ate within or adjacent to the limits of their School Section. 

IX. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of Personal respon_ 

each School Section, shaU be personally respon ;ible ~!~~jtrn o~~'!U~i 
for the amount of any School moneys which shall neglecl of dUly • 

• See pamphlet edition of the School Act of 1850, pp. 31-35. 
t Ibid, page 10. 
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be forfeited and lost to such School Section during the period of 
their continuance in office, in consequence of their neglect of duty j 

and the amount thus forfeited or lost shall he collected and applied 
in the manner provided by the ninth section of the said Upper 
Canada School Act of 1850, for the collection and application of the 
fines imposed hy the saId sec tion.· 

~~:~;~s ~~r <'e. X. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of each 
laying their An. School section shall each personally forfeit the sum 
Dual Report. of One Pound Five Shillings for each and every 
week that they shall neglect, after the thirty-first day of January 
in each year, to prepare and forward to their local Superintendent 
of Schools, their School Report, as required by law, for the year 
ending the thirty-first of December illlmediately preceding j and 
which sum or sums thus forfeited, shall be sued for by such local 
Superintendent, and collected and applied in the manner provideJ 
by the ninth section of the said Upper Canada Schooi Act of 1850.* 

~~~::~:~~~~snot XI. And be it enacted, That no agreement be-
valid in cer"din tween Trustees and a Teacher in any School Sec-
cases. tion, made between the first of October and the 
second Wednesday in January, shall be valid or binding on either 
party after the second \Vednesday in January then next, unless such 
agreement shall have been signed by the two Trustees of such 
School ::'t'ction, whose period of office ~hall extend to one year 
beyond the second Wednesday of January, after the signing of such 
agreement.t 

.. See pamphlet edition of the School Act of 1860, page 10. 
t All agreements between trustees and a teacher must be signed by at 

least two of the trustees, and the teacher; and must have tbe corpMate seal 
of the "ection attached to it. otherwise the trusfees may be made personally 
respon,'jble for the fulfilment of tbeir agreement, shonld they be sued by the 
teacher. It should also be entered in the trustees' book, and a copy of it 
given to the teacher. The -trustees being a corporation, their agreement 
with their teacher is binding on their successors in office, if made in accord. 
ance with the loregoing section; and should they refuse or willully neglect 
to exercise tbe corporate powers vested On tbem, they would be personally 
liable for the amount due a teacher-see sixteenth clause of the twelfth 
Aection of the School Act of 1850. As to the mode of settlmg disputes be· 
tween trUl,tees and a teacher, see the seventeenth section of the Act of 1850, 
(pamphlet edition, page 18), in connection with the fifteenth section of thit 
A.t.-See Ohief Superintendent's Annual Report fM 1851, page 208. 



19 

XII. And be it enacted, That any person resid­
ing in oue School Section, and sending a child or 
children to the School of a neighboring School Sec­
tion, shall nevertheless be liable lor payment of all 
rates as~essed 'for the School purposes of the Sec­
tion in which he resides, the same as if he sent his 
child or children to the School of such Section; 

Liability or per_ 
sons s~lIdlllg 
children fmm 
other sections 
thall the one in 
which they re­
side i how regu­
lated. 

and such child or children shall not be returned as Such "ttend-
alice. how re-attenoing any other than the School of the Section purled. 

in which the parents or guardians of such child or 
children reside; but this clause shall not be held to !':,~~.ti~t~a~e~ 
apply to persons sending children to or supporting 
separate schools. or to prevent any person who may be taxed for 
Common School purposes on property situate in a different School 
Section from that in which he resides, from sending his children to 
the School of the Section in which such property may be situate, 
on as favorable terms as if he resided in such Section. 

XIII. And be it erm.cted, That no rate shall be 
imposed IIpon the inhabitants of any School Sl'ction 
according to the whole number of children, or to the 
number of children of legal school age, residing in 
such section; but all the School expenses of such 
sl'ction shall be provided for by any or all of the 
three authorized methods of v{)luntary subscription, 
rate-bill for each pupil attending the School, or by 
rate upon property: Provided always, that no rate­
bill shall be imposed exceeding One Shilling and 
Three Pence per month for each pupil attending 
the School. 

No rate per M_ 
pita shall he iUl_ 
posed upon chil_ 
dren. 

How school f'X. 
peuses shall be 
provided. 

No rate-bill ah"n 
exceed Is. 3d.. 
per mouth. 

N. LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 

XIV. And be it enacted, That any person who !;?~ti~IU~~~t~iru!~ 
has been or may be appointed Local Superintendent tili April or 

of Schools, ~hall continue in office (unless he resIgns longer. 

or is removed from office for neglect of duty, improper conduct, or 
incompetency) until the first day of April of the year following 
that of his appointment: Provided always, tbat no 1st Proviso. Shall 
Local Superintendent shall be a Teacher or Trustee not he a Teacher 

of any Common School during the period of his or Trustee. 

being in office: Provided, secondly, that p~ Local ~tio~~ and obli .. 
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2d Proviso-Ro- Superintendent shall be requin>d unless he shall 
l.ting to Visits. judge it expedient (except with a view to the ad­
justment of disputes), or unless directed to do so by the Municipa­
lity appointing him, to make more than two official visits to each 
School Section under his charge, one of which visits shall be made 
some time between the first of April and the first of October, and 

the other sometime between the first of October and 
3d Proviso-Ap- the first of April: Prolided, thirdly, that the Local 
pollionmellt to 
Union Schools. Superintendents of adjoining- Townships shall have 

authority and are hereby required to determine the 
sum or sums which shall be payable from the School apportionment 
and assessment of each Township in support of Schools of Union 
School Sections consisting of portions of such Townships; and 

4th Proviso. 

they shall also determine the manner in which such 
sum or sums shall be paid: Provided, fourthly, that 
in the event of one person being Local Superinten­

dent of both of the Townships concerned, he shall act in behalf of 
such Town,hips; and in the event of the Local Superintendents of 
Townships thus concerned not being aule to agree as to the sum or 
sums to be paid to each such Town,hip, the matter shall be referred 

to the 'Varden of the County or Union of Counties 
~:~ts~~,i):~s~~~ for final decision: Provided, fifthly, that each Local 
tion lIleetings. Superintenilent of Schools shall have authority to 

appoint the time and place of a Special School Sec­
tion Meeting, at any time and for any lawful purpose, 

6th Proviso-In- should he deem it expedient to do so: Provided, 
ves:tJgallll:::EIf>C-
lIun Compl.lllts. sixthly, th.lt each Local Superintendent of Schools 

shall have authority, within twenty days after any 
meeting for the Election of Common School Section Trustees 
within the limits of his charge, to receive and investigate any com­
plaint respecting the mode of conducting such Election, and to 
confirm it or set it aside, and appoint the time and place of a new 

7th Prm·j.<;o-Sj'le­
cial and !imittd 
certificates to 
Teachers. 

Election, as he shall judge right and proper: 
l'rovided, seventhly, that each Local Superintend­
entshall have authority, on due examination (accord­
ing to the programme authorized hy law for the ex­

amination of Teachers),* to give any candidate a certificate of qua­
lification to teach a School within the limits of the charge of 

.. See pamphlet edition of the Act of 1850, pp. 101-103. 
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such Local Superintendent, until the next ensuing meeting (and 
no \ongpr) of the County Board of Public Instruction of which 
Buch Local ::::;uperintendent is a ~\Iember; but no such certificate 
of qU3litication shall be given a second time, or shall be valid, 
if given a second time to the same person m 
the SUllie County: Provided, eighthly, that in the ~~~a~r~~·i~oa-; fill 
event of a Local Superintendent of :::ichools resi"'n- vac",,")' i" office 
. I . ffi h W f h C U " of Loc~1 tillpt. 109 l\~ 0 ce, t e arden 0 t e ounty 01' mon 
of Counties within such Superintendent sh::tll have held office, sh.tll 
have authorit)', if he shall deem it expedient, to appoint a fit ano! 
proper person to the office thus vacated until the next ensuing 
meeting of the Council of such CounlY or 1Jnion of Counties. 

V. MISCELLANEOUS PROV1SIO~S. 

XV. And be It enacted, That the last proviso o( ~;~~'s!':~~:~~fC.r 
the sevellteenth Section of the Upper Canada School :-; .. h",,1 ""I of 
Act of 1850, shall be and is hereby repealed j* And 1850 repealed. 
bl' it also enacted, That the Arbitrators mentioned in the g"id sel e 1-

teenth Section of the ~aid Act, shall have authority to administer 
oaths to and to require the attendance of all or allY Arhilralors be_ 

of the parties illterested in the ~aid reference, and of Iweell Teachers 
their witnesses, with all such booles, papers <md ~~~II!:[U~~~~' ;~Ii 
writings as such Arbitrators may req lire them or powerSlu declda 
either of the~n to produce; an,l the said Arbitra'ors, «.hsputcc. 

OJ' any two of them, may issue their warrant to allY person to be 
named therdn, to enforce the collection of any sum or sUlns of 
money by them awarded to be paid, and the person named in such 
warrant ,hall have the same power and authority to enforce the col­
lection of the money or moneys mentioned ill the said warrant, with 
all rea.onable costs, by seizure and sale of the property of 1 he party, 
or corp<'ration against whom the same is rendpred, as any Bailiff of 
a Dh-i,ion Court bas in enforcing a judgment and execution issuell 
out of ~uch Court; and no action ,hall be brought in any Court of 
Law 01' Eqllity, to enforce any claim or demand which by the s3id 
seventeenth :Section of the said III pal t recited Act, may be referred 
to arbitration as therein mentioned. 

XV r. And be it enacted, That whenever the lands or property 

• Sell palUpuleL edition 01 Lhe COl/llUon School A,CL 01 1850, page 18. 
B 
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of any individual or company shall be situate , .. ithin the limits of two 
or more tichool :-:'cctions, il ,Imll be the uuty of each 

.r!~::;-::I~r~:~:.;! Asoeosor appointed by any 1\lunitip,llilY, to asses~ 
~:::I;:,::;;s ,:;"11'" and return on his Holl, s~parately, tl:,e parts of such 
School ::icclion., lands or property accordmg to the dln'lons of the 

School ~.'ctions wilbin the lilllits of whit h such lands 
Pro\'iro. or property may be ~ituate: l'roviueu always, that 
eyery undivided occupied lot or part of a lot ,hall only be liable to 
be assessed for ::School purposes in the School :::'ection where the 
occupant resides. 

~fS"~II:~~!I:,~,':u~:= XVII. And be it enacted, That no Township 
leCl ",ore IllUn Council shall have authority to levy and collect in 
~~l~ )~~~lll(~~:::~ any ~chool ~ection dunng any or,e year, more th::to 
""s,\c, ",,01 one ::School ~cction rate, exCt'pt for the purcha~e of 
/;chool Housea. a School "ite or the erection of a :-:chool Hou~e; 
DOl' shall any such Council have authority to give effect to the ninth 
clause of the twelfth section of Ihe Upper Canada ::School Act of 
1850,. for the levying and collection of rates for :-:thool purposes 
of any School Section in anyone year, unless the Trustee, of such 

School :::'ection make application to the Council at 
or before its llleeting in August of such year: l'ro­
\"ided abo, that eaeh such 'l'ownship Council shall 
have authority, under the re,trictions imposed by 

Application from 
trUr-lee,. fur ntlt·~ 
EliaH be Illude 
belore Augu~t. 

Previso in regard law in regard to tlte alteration of ::School ::Sections, 
loUUlOll~eCIIOI"" to form ~uch part of any Cnlon ~chool ~eclioll as 
is situated within the limits of it!- jllrisuiction, into a distinct ;::;chool 
Section, or attach it to one or more exi,ting :--Ochool ~ections or 
part~ of Sections, as such Council ,hall judg'e t'xpedient·t 

XYIIJ. And he it enacted, That for and notwith,tunding any­
tiling contained in the Upper Canada ~chool Act of 1 S50,t the 
Chief ~uperintendent of :-:choob shall have authonty to direct the 

C.hicf Supt .. mny 
dlrt"c:t tilt: (li::-w .. 
IIUII'III (l"lh~ c. 
S Fuud ac'cord­
ing" 10 the leuglh 
of lInl~ u ~('houl 
is kept open. 

distribution of the Common ~chool Fund of anr 
Towmhip, among the se\'eral ::School ~ections aOlI 
Ilarts of ::Sections entitled to share in the said Fund, 
according to the length of time in each year, during 
which a ~chool shull have been kept open by a 
legally qualified Teacher in each of such :::iections or 
parts of :::iections. 

* Hee pamphlet e.huou of tile (JolUnlOu bcllOOl AcL of 185U, paoe 1a. 
t Ibid, page 21. • 
t ibid, page 32, laL clause, 3lat section. 
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XIX. Anrl be it en:lcted, That if any per~on I'enal,l' for di ... 

shall wMuliy di,tTl b, interrupt or di'lluiet any COIll- :~'~~'i~o~;:' Pub­
mon or other l'ublic ::;clIOOI, by rude or iiljecent 
behaviour, or loy lIIaking a noise either witl,ill tbe place where such 
School is kept or hel,I, or so near tlTereto as to disturb the order or 
exercise-; of ,uL·h :-'chool, sllch person shall,oll conviction thereor 
bef,)re any J u.,lice of the Peace, on tbe oath of one or more credi­
ble witnes>es, forf,·it anf) pay such a sum 01 money £5 and «.slS. 
not excectlill.oi." Five Pound" together with the co,ts 
of and atten ling the conviction, as the saiJ .Justice shall think fit; 
such conviction "nJ aU other cOIIl'ictions before a Justice or Jus­
tices of the Peace unJer this Act or the Upper 
Canada ~chool Act of 185'0, and the co~ts thereof, ~~(:~;r:~)~o;;!.!: 
to be levied anl collectl'u from the o ffp II Jer, who, in :Scho .. 1 AclS. 

default of pay"wut, ma,' be imrri,oned for any time not exceeding 
thirty days, ulIles- 'Tleh line and co,ts, and the rea"on-,ble expenses 
of endeavoring to called the ~ame, .hall be sooner raid.'. 

XX. AnLI ~ it fUi ther enacted, That the Certificates lIf Quali­
fication whit'h have heret<,rore been granted to 
'1 eachers of Common ~chools bl' any C.>unty or 
Circuit Board of l'uulic fn . ..truction in U prer Canada, 
(lr at any meeting (It any i\'lember, not Ie,s tlun 
tllfl'e of the .Ilelllbers of such Boards, and which 
have not been cancelled, ,hall at all time, be con­
si(lered as lltily nnd legally granted, notwithstanuing 
any want of nolice to the several ~'lemb~rs of the 

Vaiidily ()( Cer .. 
lih(.'ll·~ ~Tallied 
to Tl'.1I'h~r...; UIl_ 

ocr ('t'rlaLIl clr-
(;llLlI~I;tLlcei re­
C(l~llizt>d. alld 
proct't:'tllllg.'S 01 
HllarJ (If Puhho 
111SI~lIc\iou COll .. 
tll'JJled. 

liuid Boara, of til" ti.nes and places of meeting tor the pur!l0se of 
granting such ct'rtif,cates, and notwith .• tanding any other want or 
form ill tlle oq.:anizing or cOllducting of the uu,ine5s of any such 
County or "Circuit boaru j and any certilicate purporting to be 
granted by any STIch Board, or any three Membe,'s thereof, and 
havin!!; the ,i~"atU!e of at lea,t one Local Superintendent of Scho(lls, 
'Sball be cOTl,iaered a good and valid certificate of qualilication, 
:according to the effect thereof, until the same shall be annulled. 

XXr. An I whereas doubts have arises wbether the Trustees of 
any :School Section, or the Board of S~hool 'I'ru,tees ReCital. 

~f any City, Town or Village, can appoint anyone 
or more of thpir own number, Collector or CoJlec- P'l\l"er of C. S. 

I ru . ..;lee' 1(1 ap_ 

'" -Seo,palnphlut eJitioll of the U £ Act olltiiiU, beCLlUl1 '!6 • .I'ag~ H .. 



rminl {11W {Ir 
Iflt'IIIH.'ht' .. C(li. 
It.:Clor,.t('HilJn.t'cJ. 
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tors of !'.c1lOol rates j' For the removal thereof, "Ce 
it enacted, '1 hat It ,hall and may he lawful for the 
TIU,l~(' of allY ::'cliool ~cction, or tlie Board of 

School Tru,tees ill anv \ 'ily, Town or incorporakd Yillage, to ap­
pomt aile or more of tl,eir IIl1mber a Collector or Co!lectur, to col­
lect the l:idlOol rale, of uny l>uch l:iection, City, Town or \'dlage. 

X~II. And be it enacted, That if the Collector appointed by 
PrO\';s;OIl [or the 'J ru'tl~' of tiny ~cl:Gol ~lclion,~hall haye been 
obtailUlIglloe unuble to collect that portion of allY ~cbool rate 
~~~h~\~:::~~'"dr "I,ieh was cha .. ~ed on any parcel of land liab; e to 
nOIl,re8,delllS. aSl>cs>rnent, by rcal>on of there being no per, on resi­
dent thereon, or 110 l.~ooJs and chattels to distrain, the Tru,tees 
shall make a return to the Clerk of the Municipality befor e the end 
of the then current year, of all such parcels of lalld and the uncol­
lected rates thereon j and the Clerk shall make a return to the 
County 'f .. ea,urlr of allwch lands and ,he arrears of ScllOol rates 
thereon, and such arrears shall he collected and accounted for by 
sllch Trl',.,,,rer III the same manner as the arrears of other taxes j 
and the 'fa I .. nehip, \~illage, Town or City in which such tichool 
1::iection is ,ilu"le, shall Idake up tI,e udicicllcy ari,ing from the 
uncollected r"te on lands liable to asse"sment, out of the General 
Funds of the 1\1 unicipality. 

XXIII. And be it enacted, That whatever additional sum or 
sums of money may be payable to r pper Canada out of the Legis­
lati\'c School Grant, or Illay be granted during the present session 
of tillS I'arliamrnt for Common behool purposes in Upper Canada, 
'£4000 rrranllum shall be expcnuet! in the following manner: Firstly, 
odd,I,nll,,1 ,,, be a sum of not less than Four Thousand Pounds shall 
'::::,~:~~:~'''',';01~ .. ' g: bc apportioned and expended for tbe support of Com-

mon t:ichools, as provideu in the thirty-lifth :::;ection 
of the l'pper Canada ::3chool Act of ISjO; Proyiued always, that 
Dot more than Five Hunured Pounus of the said sum may be ex­
pended in special aid of Common Schools in new and poor Town­
'£IOOOperanllum ships j t;nondly, a sum not exceeding One Tbous­
:~~~;;::~\ ~~h~~~ and Pounus per annum shall be expende.l in further 
.. FUl'r"'''" 'he ""i'pcrt of the Normal and :lVlodel Schools for 
Journal '!/ J;'du- 1.,; pper Canada, and in supplying a copy of the 

~ ::lee ~lId cia,,"" of Il,e 1 ~th Section ot the School Act of 1800, pamphle' 
.ditiou, p3:;e 11 : and 7th clause of the 24th SectioD, paGe 26. 
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Journal n.r E-luc"tlion to each Schaol Corporation Mlion '0 .a.b-
St.'hool Corp.,ac.o. 

and each Local ~uperintendent of I-ichools in U prer 
Canada: l'l'ovided alwlYs. that not more than Four 1'rovioo. 

Hundred ami Fiftv Pounds of the sait! sum shall 
be expended in the circulation of the Journal o{ Edu.cation; and 
the balance of Nuch sum sh:lll be expenied as 
provided for in the thirty-eighth I-iection of the 
Upper Canada Hchool Act of 1850; Thirdly, 
a sum not exceeding Fi\'e Hundrell Pounus per 
annum m Iy be expended by the Chief Superintend­
ent of Schoob. in the purchase. from time to time, I,f 

£510 per annum 
Rpproprlated to • 
Canatimll Muse. 
I1ItI i:l Normal 
School buildmga. 

Book~, Publications, Specimens, Models and Objects, suitable for 
a Canadian Library and Museum, to be kept in the Normal ~chool 
Buildings. and to consist of Books, Publications, an:! Objects, relat­
ing t.o Education and oth!:r departments of I-icil'nce anti Literature, 
and Specimens, Models, and Ubjects illlJ,trating the Physical Re­
sources and Artificial Production, of Canlda, especially in refer~nce 
to Mineralogy, Zoology, AgTlculture, anll Manufac- £50~ per nnnum 

tures; Fourthly, a sum not exceeding Five Hundred ~·~:;:~:Id;,,:o::.~~~~ 
Pounds per annum, shall be applied towards rornJill~ an,nl'led C. Ii. 
a fund for the support of superannuatet! or worn-out ,eacher;. 

Common Hchool Teachers in Upper Canlda. under such regulations 
as may be adopted, from time to time, by the Council vI' Public 
Instructio.l, and approved of by th~ Governor in 
Council: ['rovidl'd always, that no Teacher ~hall 1'rovi,o. 

be entilled to shale in the said fund who shall not cOlltribute to 
such fund at least at the rate of On" Pound per annl1lO, for thll 
period (If his teaching School, or receiving aid from su~h fund, and 
who shall not furni,h satisfactory proof to the Council of Public In­
struetion, of inability, from age or loss of health in 
teaching to pur,ue Ihlt profes,ion any longer; 1'1'0- ~;~~\:~~~,~~VOl'B 
vided abo, I hat no allowance to allY slIperannu'lted out 'eache". 
or worn-out Teacher shall exceed th., ratt' of One 
Pound '\'{-n ~hillillgs for each year that such Teacher shall have 
taught a Common tichool in 0pller Canad:t. 

XXIV. And whereas it is highly desirable that 
uniformity of decision should exist tn case.s tln.t m 'y 
arise tri,ble in the Divi,ion Courts, against an'l be­
twepn ::::uperintendt'nts,Trustees,Teaehers and others 
acting under the provisions of the C'lmmon tichool 

Rt"eital-Chier 
Supt. mil)' appral . 
fr 11m deci.o;illn~ o( 
Dlvi .. jnll Court. 
ill ::-;('/looJ lDaUcnt 
til I he ~1J~rJOT 
CltUrIS(I( ('IIOlmoa 

101 w at 'lorulllo. 
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Acts of r:;-pper Canada-Be it therefore cnacted, Th1t the Chief 
Superintendent ot ::-rhoo" rur I'pper Canatia, may, \\'itllin one month 
lifter the renderin:; of auy J udgllient, ill allY of the "~Ii I COllrts, ill 
liny rase ari'in:;as afor",,,iJ, appeal from the d""i,ioll of any Judge 
of the sait! Courts to citIlI'r of the bHperinr COUI'!S of Law, at 1'0-
ranta, by senin;\' notice, in writing, of such hi, intention to do so, 
upon ti!e Clerk of -uch Dili,ion COllrt, wllich A l'I"',t! ,hall be 
cntit\pu "The ('hief ~uperintendcnt of :~chools for l'l'l",r Canada, 
Appelbnl, in the matter between (,~. B. anJ C. D,);"' an.I it "hall 
be the JUly of the J ud,;e of the said COllrt, to certiy uutler his 
band, to eilher of the ::-,ulwrior Courts aCoresailI, a' the ea,,, may 
l'Iode of proceed. he, the ,UOlmons anJ ,tatement of e lailll anu "ther 
illg', proceedings ill the case, together with the evidence 
nnd his own .T utl:;mcnt thereon, and all objerlioll' llIade thereto; 
whereupon the same lII:ltter sltall be ,e[ down lor argument at the 
next term of such ~ul'erior Court, which Cadi t slt,ll1 give such 
Ortlcr or direction to the l ourt below, touel,i.I,':: the Jllj~'ment to 
be gil'en in such mattrr, as the law of the I"nd and ~q!Jity ,hall re­
quire, antl shall also award co,ts in their di,cretiOl', a::;ain,t the 
Appellant, wbich "ll'" :,I,all be cerli,jd to and form part of the 
judgment of the Court brlow; alld upon I-,'cell'\ of 'I,,'h Ortler, 
directIOn, and certilicate, the Judge of the Division C,.urt shall 

Pro\'i . ..;o-C'ns;.13 
In t:t' I,ald bv 
EIIUI'alll III Uffice, 
l"lll'cr L:JIJdd...t. 

forthwith proceed in ac('o.'Jance thel ewilh; [>ro­
yiued that all costs awarued a~ain"t ti,e ,\.ppeiant, 
and all c,,,1- inclIlTtd by him. ,hall ue papble by 
the the rhid ~uperintendent,and the aliloullt charge­

~~~~:::~::II;"t~:1,7)c able to the Contin~ell~I(:'s of lli~ Uffice: .An.1 the 
OIa\',d III CI1>C or J u I:.:,t' pre,itlillg Over any Di\'i,ion C'ourt wherein 
8p\;e"1. allY aclion of the kind referred to in this ,ection is 
brou;\'ht, may order the ell\el'ill':: of jud~lIIellt to be dt·l.yeJ 1'01' a 
IlUfficienl time to permit either party 10 apply to the Cillef ~uper­
intenden! of ':3dlOols to appeal ,"ch case, aile! atter ;\olict~ of Appeal 
is sen-ed as herem pro\'idetl, no further procceUillgs ,hail be bold in 
Euch ea"e unlll the matter of the Appeal "Imll ue decided by such 
Superior Court. ' 

'l'own,hipclcrks XXV. And be it enacted, That it shall be the 
::;'1~,r,~~~~J'~p~,\"1' duly of the Clerk of each Town,hip ,\Iunicipali!y to 
l~:r:;~~'~eh~I~~~: prepare in duplicate a Mal' of the TowlI,hip, show­
'hln . ..;~liulOIlSof jng the dlVi~i,-'n"l of the '1'0\\'I1 .... hi;) into ~chool ~ec­
&CIl0"6, tlOns and parts of Unioll :::ichool beeliolls, one COPT 
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of whIch shall be furnished to the County Clerk for the lise of the 
Cuunty Council, and the other shall be retained in the Township 
Clerk"s Office, for the use of the Township Muni-
cipality. Wbere deposited 

XXVI. And be it enacted, That such of the 
provi,ions of the Upper Canada Hchool Act of 
1850, as are contrary to the provisions of this Act, 
shall be and are hereby repealed. 

EnaNmenlS in­
COlIl'i:-.lelll witb 
1hioi Acllo be re­
peale~. 

XXVII. And he it enacted, That the provision~ Th. Art 10 

of this Act shall apply to all ::ichool affairs and to apply to 1«53. 

all persc.ns referred to in the saill provisions, for the present year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

XXVIII. And be it enacted, That in citmg or Short Titi .. 10 

otherwise referring to the said Act passed in the gj,:;:;rt~~~~a. 
Session held in Ihn thirteenth and fourteenth years 
of Her Majesty's Reign, and intituled, An Act for tAe better 
('.~tu"'isl/1neltt and maillte1lance of Common Schools in Upper 
Canada, it shall be sufficient to de,ignate it as "The Upper 
Canada School Act of 1850," and that in eiting or otherwise re­
ferring to this Act, it shall be suffijent to de,ignate it as "The 
Upper Canada ::iupplementary SchOOl Act of 1853;" and that in 
citin~ or otherwise referring to the said Acts generally, or to them 
and to any other Act or Acts relati\"e to Common Schools, which 
may at the time of such citation or reference be in force in Upper 
Canada, it shall be suffiril:nt to lise the expression, " rhe Common 
~hool Acts of upper Canada." 

••••• 

[AN ..dOT 
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.ANNO QUARTO-DEc/loW ET QUINTO-DECIMa, VICTORUE REGINJB, 
CAPUTCXI. 

III. SEPAP.ATE SCHOOLS IN CITIES AND 
'1'0 \\,.N::'. 

AN ACT TO DEFINE AND RESTORE CERTAIN RIGHTS TO PARTIES 

THEREIN ME:iTlONED. 

[Received the Royal Assent, 30th August, 1851.] 

Pre.mhle. W' HE r.EA S it i, expedient to remove uoubts 
13th 8nc114th ' which have arisen in regard to certain pro-
ViC't"",,, (ilal'!er "i,ions of the nineteenth section of an Act passed 
4d, clled. in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of her Ma­
jesty's Reign, and intitllled An Act for the hrtte1" Esfabli"lmzent 
and lJlaintcnancl' of CfJ1nmon Schools ill UP1JC1" Cunada; and 
whereas it \s inf'xpediellt to deprive any of the parties concerned 
of rights which they have enjoyed unde!' preceding ~chool Acts for 
Upper Canada: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Le!!,islatil'e Council and Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of ancl under the 
authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United King­
dom of Great Britain and J reland, and intituled Ail Act to re-llnite 
the Prorinccs '!f Upper and L01I'C1" Canada. and for the GOl'rrn­
ment '!f C,mada, and it i, hereby enacted by the authority of the 

F.nch pRrl~' ap­
plrill~ ... hall he 
elltillt'd to huve a 
f:E"pl-lml£'I-C'1lI1Cll 
ill t'ach \\'<'lI"l! or 
uniou of wards. 

Pro\'iso. 

same, That each of the parties applying, according 
to the provision, of the ,aid nineteenth section of 
said Act, shall be entitled to have a separate school 
in each ward, or in two or more wards united, as 
said party or partie, shall judge expedient, in each 
city or town in Upper Canada: Prol'iJed always, 
that each such school ,hall be subject to all the ob­

ligations and entitled to all the aJ\'untages impo,ed and conferred 
upon separate schools by the said nineteenth section of the said 
Act.* 

.. See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act of 1850, page 21 ; and also 
aeetion IV of the Supplem~Dtary School Act of 1853 in thi~ pamphlet, 
page ll4.. 
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IV. OFFICIAL CIRCULARS FHmJ THE CHIEF 
SUPEIUNTEi\DENT OF SCHOOLS FOR 

UPPER CANADA. 

1. To Local SuperilltendP11ts if Schools on the apportionment 
if tlte Lcgislatire Sclwol Grant, for 1f:;03. 

SIR: 
I have notified your County Council and Treasurer, through 

the County Clerk, of the apportionment to the several .\lunicipalities 
of Upper Canada, of the Legislative School Grant for the current 
year. Your County Clerk will doubtless f'Jrtilwith notify you of 
tbis apportionment, so far as you are concerned. A copy of the 
apportionment will also be found in the Journal oj Edu,:ation for 
June, together with a copy of my Circular to County Clerks on the 
subject. 

2. On your being duly notined of this apportionment,your first duty 
will be to distribute it to the several I:;chool Sections under your 
charge entitled to a share in it, as defined in the pro v i,os of the second 
clause of the 31st Section of the I:;chool Act of 1850. In former 
years, the basis of dibtributioll was the school population in each sec­
tion, between the ages of 5 and 16 years. The injustice of this 
principle of distribution is obvious, from the fact, that it is not based 
upon either the value of property taxed, or the work performed, in 
each School Section, but merely upon the number orchildren ofa cer­
tain age resident in each ~ection. it has often happened that in a 
Schooll:;ection of over 100 children, a school has not been kept open 
more than ~ix months in a year, while in another section of less than 
70 children, the School has b~HI kept open during nine or twelve 
months; yet the former more !,ol'ulous and less working section 
received one third more money from the I:;chool Fund than the 

latter less populous, but more working and more deseningSchool 
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Section. Dcsi:lc': the object of :ne School Fund being to develop 
and ai I, but not supersede, local t'xertion, th s object is greatly 
contravened, whcn any basIs not founued on "Xci lion is a,lopted in 

the distribution of that funu; :lnJ therefore this principle of dis­
tributing the S~hool Fund among the School S~ctions of a Town­

ship, was abanuoilcU ill tbe School "'\ ct of 1850, except in cases 
sanctioned by the Chief Superintendent of Schools, in orJer to 
make the tra .. ,ition tu a better moJe of di,tnbuting the School 

Funu as ca'r anu fail' as po,sible. 

3. Now, there are two legal modes of di,tnbuting the 
School Fund among the S" hool Sections, based upon exertion. 
The one moue is that which makes the (tt'emge attenuance 
of pupi', at Si'hool the b:his of distrihution to each School, as 
provided for in the ht clause of the 3 bt section of the Act 
of 1830. To the application of this provis'on of the Act, it 
bas been objedetl tlllt it is the average atten:lance of IS,il, that 
determines the di,lribution of the School Fund for IS)'2, and so on ; 
whereas each Teacher, (or year,) ought t.) receive the reward of 
bis own labour. I think this ohjectlon is well founded; and tllCre­
fore t he 5th section of the Supplementary School Act, (just passed 
by tlae Lcgi,lature) requires .• the '.!.'rustces of each School Section, 
on or bel ore the 30th day of June and the 31,t day of December 
in each year, to tran'Smit to the Local Superintenuent a correct 

return of the average attl'ndance of pupils in the school or scllools 
under their charge during the ,ix month, then im~ediately prece­

ding; nor ,hall any ~chool Sl'dion be entitleu to ,hare in the 
apportionment from the School Fund for the said ,ix months, the 
Trustees and Teacher of wl,ich ,hall neglect to transmit a verified 
statemcut of such average attendance of pupils in their School or 
Schook" In ortler to enable Trtbtees and Teachers to comply 
with this prO\'i,ion of the Law, without dday or embarrassml'nt, I 
ba\'e caused to be printed and transmitteu to each of them, with 

their Journal 0/ Educlttion for June, a blank form of the return 
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required, together with the needful directions for lilling it up. Upon 
thi, retUi n, which you will carefully examine and check, will be based 
your di,tdbution, according to average att('ndance for the lirst half 
of the current year.-

4. But the 18th section of the Supplrmentary School Act pro­
vides another mode of distributing the :::ichool Fund among the School 
Sections of a Town,hip. It enacts, "That fl)r and notwithstan­
ding any thing contailll'd in the Upper Canada !::ichool Act of 1850, 
the Chief Superintendent of Schools shall ha\'e authority to direct 
the distriJulion of the Common ~chool Fund in any Township 
among the seyeral School Sections or parts of School Sections en­
titled to ~hare in said Fund, acconlift; to tit:: len:;th of time in 
each yrar, duriug which the school sl.all ha\'e been kept open by 
a legally qUJ.lifi~d Teacher in each of such sections or parts of 
sectil)ns." In the course of my visits to the several counties of 
Upper Canada, last winter, I was assured by practical and experi­
enc~d persons, that in some TOlVn~hips, thinly settled School Sec­
tions could not compete with thickly settled ones in regard to the 
average attendance of pupils at school, but they could, if each 
school was aided according to the ler.gth of time the school is 
kept open by a qualified Teacher. To give the weak every facility 
possible to compete with the strong, this pro vi, ion has been intro­
duced into the Act; amI it appears to me to be equitable, especially 
since the Supplementary School Act (13Lh section) limits all rate-

.. The folio\\ iug extrnct fl'om the Journal of .Htlll.cation tor August., 1852, 
page 1211, will .erve to illu<trate the principle upon which this uistribution 
is t.aseu, .. A Local Superintendent cnquires:-Olle school i. kept open 
six months of a year-three mOllths in willte!', and t:lree months in summer 
-with an "vcrage attenoanee of forty pupil. during each three months. 
Another schon1 i~ kept open twelve months in a year-~ix Illonhts ill winter, 
and six ruollths in SUIIlIIH:'r-with an average Rttcndallce of forty pupils 
during cach ~ix lIlonths, Are both schools to recei.e alike? Or is the 
latter to rece;,'e twice the amount of the forlllp.r, havini( performed twice 
the alllount of lauor~" .. The answel' is, the Illtter school i. entitled to twice 
as large a Sllill as the former; the principle of the Illw being to he'p those 
that help thelllseive., and ill proporLiota as the,v help themselves." See alSQ 
'he allllu/ll Behool Report for 1851, pa~es 170·174. 
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bills throughout [0'per Cnnada, to onr shilling al/d thue pence 
pa mOllth,jllr eaclt pupiL altf/UZing sdwoZ, antI leaves it with the 

school electors in eelch ,ectlon, to decide whether they will even 

retain a rate-bill to that amount or not. It is therefore no longer 

in the power of ,11Ort-,ighted and ,,'Ifish persons, to exclnde any 

class of chilllren froll! the schools, by imposing high rate-bills; and 

as the ,chuob are now by the gcncral1aw of the land, so nearly 

made free to all cia"", pf children, it is most de,irable to encour­

age the keeping of "",'h school open, by a l"gally qualified Teacher, 

during' as large a portion of the Far as po"iblc. 

5. But I mll,t rcqu",t an,) authorise you to exercise your own 

discretion, ai,kJ IJY tI,e advice of Councillors or other persons of 

expericnce in your nci,;hborhooJ, as to which of t!lese two modes 

you will adopt the pre,ent year in the distrihution of the School 
FunJ, to the schoob ulllIer your superintcn,lcnce. I must, how­

ever, remark that the two modes of di,tributing of the School FUlld 

cannot both be adoptc,l in anyone Township; the one or the other 

mode DlUst be adopted for all the ,r hools in each Township, and 

be based lipan either the leI/gIlt oj limp or arrrage attendance 
reported in till' ,emi-annual, return of the Trw,tel's. 

6 ,\s to Uilion School Sections, I have not been able to learn 

or deli,c allY aile gl'lIl'l'CLI regulation that ~oulJ be justly applied to 

to thelll all, willtdut enLtiiing upon the Tru,tees amI other parties a 

greal deal at trouble. Therefore, the Htlt >,'dion of the Supple­
mentary :-;,'IIIWI ,\.ct prol,iues "tllat. the Local Superintelldent~ of 

adjoining Town,itii" ,Il'lll hal'e authority, and tlwy are hereby re­

quird, to determine the SUlll ur ,1I:ns whi,~h ~lull be payable from 

the School apportionillent anJ a"c,sment of each To',vlhhip in ~up­

port of Schools of l'llion School S2cti'dlS, con,i,ting of portiuns of 

such TO\\,D,hip'; anu they ,hall determine the manner in wbich 

such SUIll or ,mns shall be paid; anJ in the "Hnt of one person 

being' Local· SlIperintcnJent of two or morc Townsltips, he shall act 

in behalf of ~uch Thownship; and in the cyent of the Local Super-
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intendents of' Townships thus concerned not being able to agree as 
to the sum or sums to bl' paid to each such Towm,hip, the matter 
shall be referred to the Warden of the County or l! nion of Counties 
for final decision." 

7. In regard to the apportionment to Separate Schools, the 
provIsions of the 4th section of the Supplementary School Act, in 
connection with the 19th section of the ~chool Act of 1850, are 
so explicit, that I need only observe that one-half of what a Se­
parate School may be entitled to for the year, according to average 
attendance, ~hould be paid at the end of the fil'st half year, and the 
other half ~ more or less) should be paid at the ('nd of t he second 
half year-in each case after rec"i I-jng the semi-annual return re­
quired by the second proviso in the 4th Section of the Supplement­
ary Act, anI.! on being satisfied of its accUl acy. It is to be obsen-ed 
that Separate Schools are subject to the same inspections, ,isits, 
and regulations iu regard to reports, &c., a, are public Common 
Schoob. 

8. The Supplementary School Act provides for the expenditure 
of a sum not exceeding £500 per- anuUI'n "in special aid of Com­
mon Schools in new and poor Tou-mltips." The Local Super­
intendent of any such Town~hip is reque.;ted to communicate to me 
before the end of August, at the late~t, any cases of peculiar need 
and desert, and the circumstances connected with it; anti when I 
shall have examined and compared all the cases thus submitted, I 
will make the best distribution in lOy power of the £500 in ques­
tien, and notify the parties concerned accOl·ding-ly. 

9. In my Circular to the Clerks of County Councils, I have 
suggested that each Local Superintendent be instructed to transmit 
to the County' Auditors, by the ht of ;'\lar~h in eacb year, a state­
ment of the apportionments made and the checks issued by him, 
that the Auditors may be able to dptect any error (or fraud, if any 
should be attempted) on tbe part of Teader or Treasurer. This 

you can easily do; and it will tend to secure perfect accuracy in a 



"ita1 part of the Scho!'! system, as yet so defect!I'!!, and place all 

parhes concerned above sU'l'icion anJ abLJ\'c the reach of calumny. 

10, The provi,ions of the 8upp'emcntary ~c1JOol Act will 
greatly facilItate the di,charge of your duties, will gTe:lIly reduce 

the occa,ion, of dilTerence and di'l'utes in 8chool .-,;,'dio~s, and will, 

I think, greatly promote the intere,h of school- throll;5"hollt Upper 

CanJ.da. \\'e can all ullite with renewed contidence and zeal in this 

great work, assureJ tlut our labors will not be iil Lii.l. 
I hav'c the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

E. f.YEIlSON. 
Education Office, 

Toronto, 220d June, 1853. 

2. To Trustees of Common, Se',un/., in t7M sererd Townships of 
~~J!jlU' Canada. 

GENTLE~!E~, 

In order to aid vou in the dischar~J of your important duties, 1 
addre_syou a few word, respectin::; the provisions of the :-;llpplcmcntary 
Common School Act, which h1" .i'ht been passed hI' the Lcgi,;lature, 
and which is puhli:;hed ill the Joul'lIal '!( E,lur"tioll roll' June-an Act 
which, while it le:\ve,.; unchanged the general pl'ovi"ion~ of the S['hoo\ 
Act of IS."J, remclies defects which the experience of the last threo 
years has detecte'l. 

1. My first remark is, that, as enacted in the ~7th Sed ion, the Sup­
plementary Act applies to all School affairs of thc current year. All 
the School proce~oIin~" therefore, which h:lVe tak -n place ,ince the 
1st of January, are sullject t,) the prorisions of this .\el. 

2. fly the 13th section of this Act, no rate· bIll can be imposed ex­
ceeding Qne shilling and three-rence per month for earh pupil attend­
ing School. All other expellse,.; of each school mllst be prllvided for by 
voluntary 8u l]scl'iption cr rate on property. Reducing the maximum 
of all School rute·hill,; to one shilling and three-pence per month for 
each pupil, is the next thing to estahlishing Free Scho Is throu:rhont 
Upper Canada i aud all the hitherto agitating qucsti"ns at School 
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U1eeting~ 3S to the mode flf providing for the support of schoot~, nre 
now narrowed down to the simple question, as to whet her a rate bill of 
one shilling and thr~e-pence (or les!',or notl:ing) per'month lor cach pupil 
shall be imposed. 'fhis provision will largely i'l<'rea,,, the attendance 
of pupils at school, as no parent will now kc('p hi, chi:Jren from school 
for feal' of a heavy rote-bill; it will va~tly k,scn the topics and 
causes of differences and disputes at School meetings; it will render 
the duties of 'frustees more simple and ea<y to discharge, and the 
salaries of Sehool 'feachers more uniform anr! sccnre. The real design 
of this nohle provision of the law, and the legitimate infer~ncc from it, 
ought never to be forgot ten by Trustees. A la IV prol'i,ling that a 
school should he sUPl'orkd wholly or m 'stly by the propcrty of all, 
cOIl~d not ha\'e been enacted, cxcept with tit" de,i~n thnt a 'feacher" 
I!hould be employed who is qllalifie,l to teach the chilJren of all-that 
is, the sneral branches of an EngI;"h cducatioll t(l all pel~ons of school 
age residing in the section. If each man contributes according to his 
property to support a school, each man's child has a right to be taught 
ill such school. Should Trustees employ a Teacher (for the sake of 
getting a .. cheap" one) who is not qualified to teach all children of 
their section the suluects required to he tallght in Common Schools, 
they would virtually exclude a portion of the chiltlrt'n of theil' section 
from the henefits of the school; they would altuse the prindples and 
pervert the great oldectsofthe FrecSl'holll sy"tetn; they \\'ould, I am 
inclined to think,render themselves liable to n fine fur neglect of duty,and 
to a proRecution for damages on the part of parents of children de­
prived of the advantages of the school in con't'qllcnce of the incompe­
tence of the teReher employed. All Trustees sJ:olllJ bear in mind, thllt 
the principle of Free Schoo's aims liS much to imlrove the quality of 
teaching and to I.'Ievate the character of tile school, a" it d,,(,s to render 
them acceSllible, without let or hindrance, to nil the children oflhe land. 

S. "'hile the 16th Section of this Act secures to each School Section 
the benefit of nil the taxahle property situated witbin its limit!', the 
23d section provides a prompt and easy mode of "e('lll ing the payment 
of all school rates on the lands of absentees. These two pro\'isions 
will be of great advant."ge to a InTge proportion of the School SectioDs 
througnmrt ,Upper Camula. 
L.. 4. 'Ihe 6th SIlction of this Act in'Vcsts tIlil Trustees of each &:hool 
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Section with the same authority to '\ossess and collect rates for the pur­
pose of purchasing school :.;iles aud the erection of ~chool-houses, as 
they are illve:.;t.ed with by law to u:';\'l'ss and collect (or other school 
purposes; so th'lt the Trustees need \lOt, unless they chouse to do so, 
apply to a ~llIniripal Council for any purpw;e whatever, except in re­
ference to the 1,,)IIIIIl.ll'ies of their School Section; nnr has any Muni­
cipal Council a right to interfere in the affatrs of a School Section 
(except in altel ill,~ its boundaries), unles$ at the request of such sec­
tion, made throu!;h its Trustees_ 

5. There are iJut t\\'o paJ'tictllurs in which the powers of Trustees 
,are lilllitel!. 1. 'I'h,'y call1l,,t clullge the present school site, or select 
a ne'v one, without calling a public meeting of their Section to consider 
it. See 6th :.;el'lion of the Supplementary School .\ct. 2. They must 
aiso consllit the annual or a special meeting of their sectiun, as to 
whetl"r a rale-bill (of one shiJ:ing ami three-pence, or k,,,,, pel' month 
for each pupil) :.;h.uIJ be imposed or not. The selection uf a new 
school site dues not often occllr; the decision as to the rate-bill is 
annual, anti should be lIlade at the annual School Section meeting 
,Yith this ,ingle l'x''''ph'll-antl it is rC'llu"e,1 to the silll;,)e qllCstion 
of a small Ill"nthly rate-bill-the management of all the alfai" of each 
School Section belongs wholly to the l'rustees as the elective represen­
tatives of such :-;.,ction. They, and they only, are authodsed by law, 
to Ildcrmine the SUIll or silins that shall be raised, and when and how 
paid, fIr all Schvol (JlII'pose,;, whether fur the procuring "f a school 
site, the erection, repairs, or furnishing uf a scllOol-house, the pay­
ment of a te'tehl'r, the purchase of apparatus, text-books, maps, 
library-books, or (or any othel' school purJllhC whatever. 

6. With the:.;" almost unlilllited powers, Trustees wil be the respon­
sible and blamable parties in every case in which there is not a good and 
well-furni,h'_'d :.;d,,,u:housc,and a seh 01 kept open by a qualilietl teacher. 
'l'he 16th CI:1I1S,· of the l~th seclion of the School ,\,·t of 18,0 makes 
each Trlhle,' per,'ollall), li,tule, if he nl';,;I,'ds to eXl'rei:.;e the powers 
illve,tcd in him hy law, f'lr the fulfilment of any eontr,:et or agreement 
made hy hi, corporaliun; an I the 9lh section of the ~:lpplementary 
School .\d make,; Tmoile", personally re~ponsible to their Section, for 
the allloullt of any lIlone),s willch shall be forfeited or lost to their 
school throug:, their neglect of duty. If, therefore, a school is not 
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kept open in each section six months of each year by a legally qualified 
Teacher, the Trustees of such section will be personally liable, on the 
complaint of anyone of their constituents, for the payment of the 
amount of tfie School Fund forfeited through their neglect of duty. 

7. I desire also to direct your particular attention to the semi-annual 
returns of the average attendance of pupils required by the 5th section 
of the Supplementary School Act. With the number of the Journal of 
EOiucation containing this Circular, you will receive a blank return 
for the finlt half of the eurreDt year, which you will forthwith 611 up 
and forward to your Local Superintendent. The object of this provision 
of the Act is, to make the doings of each School Section during each 
half year the basis of its participation in the School Fund for such half 
year. On this subject, I refer you to what I have stated at length in 
my Circular to Local Superintendents. 

8. In the first thirteen sections ofthe Supplementary School Act,there 
are other provisions relative to Trustees, on which I need not remark, 
but ail which are designed to increase the efficiency of the office of 
Trustee. The 15th section of the Supplementary School Act, confers 
upon School Arbitrators full powers to gi\<e effect to their decisions, 
and prohibits from being brought before a Court of Law, any question 
of dispute between Trustees and Teachers, which may be referred 
to arbitration; The office of School Trustee, being now one of great 
power as well as of responsibility, I trust that you will earnestly labour 
to fulfil its high objects, and thus become instruments of unspeakable 
good to the rising and future generations of our country. 

EDUCATION OJ'll'ICB, 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your·obedient Servant, 

E. R¥ERSON. 

Toronto, 24th June, 18.58. 
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3. To Boards of School Trustees in Cities, Towns and Incorporated 
Villages in Upper Canada. 

OENTLE!lIEN,-It may be proper for me to direct your attention to 
two or three provisions of the Supplementary School Act .... 

1. By the first section of this Act, each Board of SchOol Trustees. is 
invested with authority (if it shall judge it expedient) to levy and 
collect rates for any School purpose whatever. This provision d'Jes 
not lessen the obligation of the Municipal Council of any City, Town, 
or Village to provide, from time to time, such sum or sums, in such 
manner and at such times, as the Board of School Trustees shall 
require; and the Court of Queen's Bench have decided that 
such is the duty of each Municipal Council referred to. I hope it is 
riot likely that any such Muuicipal Council will hereafter refuse or 
hesitate to perform this duty. But there have been refusals, especially 
on the part of senral Village Councils, and the Board of School Trus­
tees in such cases have been subjected to expense, embarrassment, and 
<klay. Tbis Section of the Supplementary Act is designed to enable 
Trustees to proceed immediately in all such cases, if they shall think 
it advisable, to levy and collect such rates as they may require, instead 
of proceeding against the Municipal Council before the Court of Queen's 
Bench; and the re,ponsibility and odium of any additional expenses 
which a Board of School Trustees may thus incur, will fall upon the 
Council refusing o'r neglecting to perform its duty. 

2. The 13th Section of the Supplementary Act restricts, from the 
beginning of the currcnt year, all rate-bills to a sum not exceeding one 
shilling and three pence per month for each pupil attcnding school. All 
the expenses of the schools under your charge, over and above this 
rate-bill, must be provided for by a rate on property. 

3. As all the schools in each city, town, or incorporated village, are 
under the management of one Board, it is not required to distribute the 
the School Fund to ~ach of such Schools as is required among the 
several School Sections of a Township. The Board of School Trustees 
will exercise their own discretion in regard to the sum or sums they 
may expend in support of each School under their charge. 

4. By the provisions of the 4th section of the Supplementary Act, it 
will be seen that Separate Schools are not to share in the Munioipal 
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.AUe8sment part of the School Fund. As the average attendance of 
pupils for the whole year is the basis of distribution under this scction 
of the Act, the one-half of the sum payable to a Separate School for the 
year, should be paid at the end of the first half year, and the other 
half (more or less) at the end of the second half year. The Trustees 
of each Separate School must make to your Local Superintendent the 
semi-annual returns required by this section of the Act; and he 
should visit each Separate School to see that the register is properl, 
kept, and that the attendance corresponds with the returns, in the 
same manner as he is to visit the other schools under his charge for 
the same purposes. Where exemption is sought from the payment of the 
ordinary school rates, care should be taken that no parties be exempted 
except those who fulfil the conditions in which such exemption is per­
mitted. 

0. The provisions of the 4th section of the Supplementary Act, while 
leaving the applicants for Separate Schools not the slightest pretext 9f 
complaint or agitation against the school system, will not, in the least, 
embarrass you in your proceedings, or retard the noble and successful 
endeavors which are making to provide suitable school accommodation 
and good schools for all the children in our cities, towns, and vi1laglis in 
Upper Canada. -

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

E. RYERSON. 
EDUCA'I'ION OFFICE, 

Toronto, June 28th, 1853. 

4. Ex/ract of Circular to Clerks of Counties or Unions of 
Counties in Upper Canada on various matters. 

• • 
4. I must again solicit the special attention of your County 

Council to the lst, 4th, and 5th c1aus~s of the 27th section of the 
School Act, requiring each County Council to proyide for the 
punctual payment, the security, ant! the proper accounts of the 
expenditure of all School moneys within it~ jurisdiction. In my 
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Circular to County Clerks ast year, (printed in my Annual School 
Report for 1851, pp. 158-162), I showed how impossible it is for 
me to know whether the conditions and requirements of the law have 
been fulfilled in any County or Township, without full and accurate 
accounts of the expenditure of School moneys. I afterwards 
transmitted to each County Clerk a printed hlank account of 
School moneys, with full and minute directions for filling it up. 
Yet this year's County returns of the expenditure of School 
moneys are almost as defective as were those of last year. In 
about three-fourths of these returns, the expenditure of considerable 
sums is imperfectly or not at all accounted for; defects in financial 
accounts which, were they to occur ill the return' of any of the 
Executive Departments of the Government, would be the subject 
of reprobation in the Legislature and by the press generally. The 
frequent and accurate accounting for the expenditures of all public 
moneys, is one of the essential means of securing their faithful appli­
cation, and one of the essential conditions of good government; but 
if it should continue to appear that in those bodies which are directly 
elected by the people, and in regard to moneys specially devoted to 
the intellectual improvement of the country, there is the least strict­
ness and accuracy in accounting for the expenditure of School 
moneys, the fact will go far to prove the inefficiency of elective 
bodies, or that our country is not prepared for the operation of the 
eleclive system, in such affairs. J trust that every friend to that 
system in your Council, and every friend to the progress of educa­
tion, will see that punctual, accurate, and full returns be made of 
all School moneys expended within its jurisdiction, and that the 
portion of the School Fund to be provided by your Council will be 
punctually payable at the times prescribed by law. 

5. I have reason to believ.e that in many, if not in most, instances, 
there has been no want of attention in preparing the returns of 
School moneys required by law; but I am assured that the irregu­
arity chiefly arises from the want of pWlctuality or faithfulness on 
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the part of sub-Treasurers, who, iu many cases, I am told, are re­
garded as TOlVnship Officers, and who give no security to thp. 
County Council for School moneys placed in their hands. On this 
point I beg to remark, that if any Township Treasurer acts as sub­
Treasurer of School moneys, he does so, not a~ a Township Officer, 
but as a County Officer, and by virtue of appointment of the County. 
Council, as provided for by the 4th clause of the 27th section of 
the School Act of 1850, and to which Council he is to give security 
for the safe-keeping and punctual payment of School moneys en­
trusted to him, and in the case of the loss of any part of such 
moneys, on account of proper security not having been taken by the 
County Council, the 43d section of the Act makes· the members of 
the County Council personally responsible for such moneys. 

6. On this impl>rtant subject I would offer the folio" ing suggestions 
for the consideration of your County Council. Firstly: Whether it 
be necessary at all to appoint any sub-treasurers of school moneys in 
your county. Most of the Counties are much smaller than in for­
mer years-facilities for travelling and busine~s are greater-a 
Local Superintendent's check to a school teacher is as good a.~ a 
bank note, and can easily be cashed by shopkeepers or other men 
of business in any part of a county. Secondly,-That if it be still 
deemed necessary to appoint sub-treasurers of school moneys, they 
be each required to lodge their bonds for the security of such 
moneys with the County Clerk. Tltirdly,-That each sub-treasurer 
be directell to keep accounts of the Legislative Grant and Munici­
pal Assessment parts of the School Fund separate, and carry for­
ward the balances of former years. Fourthly-That no sub-trea­
surer be paid the Legislative Grant for the current year, until he 
shall have satisfactorily accounted for the school moneys in his hands 
for the preceding year; that in each such case, the County Trea­
surer payout all school moneys belonging to tile Townships con­
cerned. Fijthly-That in order to secure uniformity in the ac­
counting for school moneys, the treasurer or sub-treasurers be re-
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quired to make up their accounts to the 1st of March in each year, 
accompanied with vouchers to the Couuty Auditors; and I will ex­
tend the time for the Auditors to examine them, and the County 
Clerk to transmit to this Department the abstract of them, 
together with the Auditors' general Report, as required by law, 
until the 1st of April, leaving myself but one month instead 
of two to examine the rl'turns before making the annual apportion­
ment of the Legislative School grant. Sixthly-That each Local 
Superintendent be instructed to transmit to the County Auditors a 
statement of the apportionment made, and the checks issued by him, 
that the Auditors may thus be able to detect any error, (or frand, 
if any should be attempted,) on the part of teachers or tre:u<urers. 
Thus will all parties concerned, stand abol1e suspicion, and the ac­
curate accounting for school moneys will be ~atisfactory and com­
plete. I may add, that I practise the same careful and accurate 
system of accounting for all public moneys that pass thr9ugh my 
hands, which I wish to see observed in each Municipality in Upper 
Canada. 

7. In conclusion, I have great pleasure in referring to the Supple­
mentary School Bill, which bas just been passed by the Legislature, 
and the provisions of which remedy nearly all the defects which 
the experience of three years, and a tour of consultation to the 
several counties of Upper Canada, have pointed out in the School 
Act of 1850, without changing any of the organic principles or 
general provisions of that Act. I have no doubt tImt the provisions 
of the Supplementary School Act will greatly contribute to the 
removal of doubts and embarrassments, the le~sening of disputes, 
the increase of facilities, in the administration of the School Law, 
a:td the rapid tlitTusion 01 education and genel al knowledge through­
out Upper Canada. The increase this year in the Legislative Grant for 
the support of Common Schools will require a corresponding increase 
in the amount of Municipal School Assessments; and as the 13th 
Section of the Supplementary School Act does not permit in any 
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School Division in Upper Canada, any rate-bill imposed to exceed 
one shilling and threepence per month for each pupil; and as an Act 
has been passed, enabling each County Council to equalize all assess­
ments on prdperty,it may Jeserve the consideration of your County 
Council, holV far it may be advisable to increase the Municipal as­
sessment for the support of Schools-thus relieving the Trustees, to a 
great degree, from an onerous part of their duty, and rendering the 
Schools virtually free to every child in the land. 

1 have the honor to he, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

EDUCATION OFFICE, 
Toronto, 18th June, 1853. 

E. RYERSON. 
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