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HEREAS it is expedient to make provision for Preamblc.

the better establishment and maintenance of Com-

mon Schools in the several Villages, Towns, Cities, Townships and

Counties of Upper Canada : Be it therefore enacted, by the Queen’s

Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the

begislative Council and of the Legislativo Assembly of the Province
B
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of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the
authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An Act to re-unite the
Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the Government
Two Acts repeal-  0f Canada. And it is hereby enacted by the autho-
ed: Proviso. rity of the same, that the Act of the Parliament of
this Province, passed in the seventh year of Her Majesty’s reign,
intituled “ An Act for the better Establishment and Maintenance of
Common Schools in Upper Canada,” and also the Act passed in the
twelfth year of Her Majesty’s reign, ch. 83, and intituled “ An Act
for the better Establishment and Maintenance of Public Schools in
Upper Canada, and for repealing the present School Act,” shall be,
and the same are hereby repealed : Provided always, nevertheless,
firstly, that no Act or part of an Act repealed by either of the Acts
hereby repealed, shall be revived by the passing of this Act: And
provided also, secondly, that the repeal of the said Acts shall not
oxtend or be construed to extend to any act done, any penalty incur-
red, or any proceeding had under the said Acts, or either of them :
AN schoot divi- And provided also, thirdly, that all School Sections
sions, elections, or other School divisions, together with all elections
&“},’?};‘c‘ﬁf“"&c,, and appointments to office, all agreements, contracts,
confirmed. assessments, and rate-bills, made under the autho-
rity of the said Aects, or of any preceding Act, and not annulled by
the said Acts or by this Act, or by any of them, shall be valid and
in full force and binding upon all parties concerned, as if made under
the authority of this Act, and shall so continue until altered, modified,
or superseded, according to the provisions of this Act: And provided
also, fourthly, that nothing herein contained shall affect the liability
of any District, County, City, Town, or T'ownship Superintendent
of Common Schools, to the Municipal Corporation to which he would
otherwise be responsible for the same, for any moneys received by
him under either of the said Aots ; but the liabilities of every such
Superintendent for such moneys shall be and remain as if this Act
had not been passed : And provided also, fifthly, that nothing in the
said Act secondly above recited, contained, shall extend, or be con-
strued to extend, to have repealed any Act of the Parliament of this
Province, whereby provision was made for the appropriation of
money from the consolidated revenue fund of this Province, for or
towards the establishment and maintenance of Common Schools in
this Province, or in any part thereof.
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I. ELecrion anp Duties oF ScrooL TRUSTEES.

II. And be it enacted, That the annual meetings gnﬂl'!al Scht;)ol
for the elections of School Trustees, as hereinafter perg ioégno\fz
provided by this Act, shall be held in all the Villages, gi:oﬁ&’ we dn‘:‘;
Towns, Cities, and Townships of Upper Canada, on  day inJanuaryat
the second Wednesday in January, in each year, 0 0°lck & x-

commencing at the hour of Ten of the clock in the forenoon.

ITI. And be it enacted, That in all School divi- One Trustee in
sions (except in Cities, Towns, and Incorporated fi":,";,h!f%?:lﬁf;
Villages) which have been established according to  at each annual
law, and which have been called *“ School Sections,” Sehaol - meeting.
and in which there shall be three Trustees in office at the time this
Act shall come into force, one Trustee shall be elected to office at
each ensuing annual school meeting, in place of the one who shall
have been three years in office : Provided always, p,iuie0. game
that the same individual, if willing, may be re- individuai may
elected : And provided also, that no School Trustee :f,{e:}lf,f:,ﬁf’ o
shall be re-elected, except by his own consent, during consent for four
the four years next after his going out of office. yeats.

IV. And be it enacted, That whenever any school = Mode. of Salliog
section shall be formed in any Township, as provided meeting in2 new
in the eighteenth section of this Aect, the Clerk of Schovlsection.
the Township shall communicate to the person appointed to call the
first school meeting-for the election of Trustees, the description and
number of such school section ; and such person shall, within twenty
days thereafter, prepare a notice in writing, describing such section,
and appointing a time and place for the first school section meeting,
and shall cause copies of such notice to be posted in at least three
public places in such school section, at least six days before the time
of holding such meeting.

V. And be it enacted, That at every such first Modeof proceed-

. . - ng at the first
school section meeting, the majority of the freehold- meeting in a new
ers or householders of such school section present, Schoo! section.
shall elect one of their own n.umber to preside over ﬁ'::":,',‘,;"g,,';’,‘::
tht? proceedings of such meetlpg, and shall alzo ap- g;{}-' of the Be-
point a Secretary, whose duty it ehell be to record all  cretary.
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the proceedings of such meeting ; and ‘the Chair-
“,"‘:;{m:’;n the man of such meeting shall decide sll questions of
’ ’ order, subject to an appeal to the meeting, and shall
@ive the casting vote in case of an equality of votes, and shall have
no vote except as Chairman, and shall take the votes in such manner
a5 shall be desired by the majority of the electors present, and shall,
A poll to be atthe request of any two electors, grant a poll for
Framed &t any recording the names of the voters by the Secretary:
twao electors. and it shall be the duty of the electors present at
such meeting, or a majority of them, to clect from the frecholders or
‘Thiee Trustees householders in such section, three Trustees, who
to be elected. shall respectively continue in office as follows :—
tdeder of retiring  the last person elected shall continue in office until
rrom offce. the next ensuing annual school meeting in such sec-
tion. and until his successor is elected ; the second person elected,
viae vear, and the first person elected, two years, from such next
~nsiing annual school meeting, and until their successors are elected
Proviso: copy of Tespectively : Provided always, that a correct copy
procreiinastabe  of the proceedings of such first school section meet-
meat Superinten-  ing, and of every annual sechool section meeting,
Juot ol Sohools.  girned by the Chairman and Secretary, shall be forth-

with transmitted by the Secretary to the Local

Superintendent of Schools.

- Rroceedings and VI. And be it enacted, That at every annual
school  section  school section meeting in any Township, as autho-
meetings. rized and required tv be held by the second section
of this Act, it shall be the duty of the freeholders”or householders
of such section, present at such meeting, or a majority of them,—
}?‘;"(‘:‘?’Ehz’:‘r":;; Firstly. To electa Chairman and Secretary, who
and decretary.  shall perform the duties required of the Chairman

and Secretary, by the fifth section of this Act.
LY . d . . )
detide npon the Secondly. To receive an'd decide upon the report
annual financial  of the Trustees, as authorized and provided for by
Tl el e the eighteonth clause of the twelfth section of this
Act.
:‘"3' St one or Thirdly. To elect one or more persons as Trustes

or Trustees, to fill up the vacancy or vacancies in
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the Trustee Corporation, according to- law : Provided always, that
no Teacher in such section shall hold the office of School Trustee.

Fourthly. To decide upen the manner in which To decido upon
the salary of the Teacher or Teachers, and all the providing for the
expensea connected with the operations of the School =~ gebenses of the

or Schools, shall be provided for.

VII. And be it enaoted, That if any person offer- Mode of cha)-
; . enging voters at
ing to vote at an annual or other school section meet-  School meetings.
ing, shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal voter in such
‘'section, the Chairman presiding at such meeting shall require the per-
son so offering, to make the following declaration :=— pecaration re-
“I do declare and affirm that I am a freeholder [or quired.
“ householder] in this sohool section, and that I am legally qualified
“ to vote at this meeting.” And every person meking such declara-
tion, shall be permitted to vote on all questions proposed at such
meeting ; but if any person shall refuse to make such declaration,
his vote shall be rejected : Provided always, that pyguise: Penalty
every person who shall wilfully make a false decla- for '5’:5:;5“03
ration of his right to vote, shall be deemed guilty of apd for voung
a misdemeanor, and punishable by fine or imprison- fegally.
ment, at the discretion of any Court of Quarter Sessions, or by a
penalty of not less than one pound five shillings, or more than two
pounds ten shillings, to be sued for and recovered, Mode of recover-
with costs, by the Trustees of the school section, for 118 3uch Raiond
its use, before any Justice of the Peace, having tion.

jurisdiction within such school section.

VIII. And be it enacted, That if any person i*}g""lg’ for refue-
chosen as Trustee, shall refuse to serve, he shall School Truitee.
forfeit the sum of one pound five shillings ; and every person so
chosen and not having refused to accept, who shall at any time refuse
or neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of
five pounds; which sum or sume may be sued for and recovered by
the Trustess of the school section, for its use, before any such Justice
of the Peace : Provided slways, that any person Provieo: Mode
chosen as Trustee may. resign with the eonsent :3&::‘“,:2’0}'
of his colleagues in office and of the Loocal Superin- @co’ of Trustec

tendent, expressed in writing.
83
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Penalty for not X, And be it enacted, That in case no annual or
G aar sehoot  Other school section meeting be held for want of the
meeting. proper notice, the Trustees or other person whose
duty it was to give such notice, shall respectively and individvally
Mode of recover.  forfeit the sum of one pound five shillings, to be sued
ing and applying  for and recovered for the purposes of such school
such penalty- section, on the complaint of any resident in such
section, before any such Justice of the Peace : Provided always,
that in the default of the holding of any school section meeting, as
hereinbefore authorized by this Act, for want of the proper notice,
then any two freeholders or householders in such section, are hereby
Mode of calling @uthorized, within twenty days after the time at
a school meeting which such meeting should have been held, to call
in default of the . M N .

annual meeting  such meeting by giving six days’ notice, to be posted
not being called  j, ot Jeast three public places in such school section ;
Duties and pow- and the meeting thus called shall possess all the
f,:;"rsuch et power, and perform all the duties of the meeting, in

the place of which it shall have been called.

EL‘?S?S:.&Z bea X. And be it enacted, That the Trustees in each

) school section shall be a Corporation, under the name
of « The Trustees of School Section, Number —, in the Township
Proviso:  Such  of , in the County of ——— " Provided
Corporation ot always, that no such Corporation of any school sec-
wantof Trustee  tion shall ceace by reason of the want of Trustees,
but in case of such want, any two freeholders or householders of
such section shall have authority, by giving six days’ notice, to be
posted in at least three public places in such section, to call a meet-
Mode of electing ing of the freeholders or householders, who shall
new Trustees, if proceed to elect three Trustees, in the manner pre-
meceasary. scribed in the fifth section of this Act, and the Trus-
toes thus elected shall hold and retire from office in the manner pre-
scribed for Trustees elected under the authority of the said fifth
section of this Act.

Mode ofdeciding  XJ. And be it enacted, That in any case of diffe-
school-house. rence as to the site of a school-house between the
majority of the Trustees of a school section and a majority of  the
freeholders or householders, at a special meeting called for that pur-
pose, each party shall ehoose one person as arbitrator, and the two
arbitrators thus chosen, and the local Superintendent, or any person
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appointed by him to act on his behalf, in case of his inability w0
attend, or a majority of them, shall finally decide on the matter.

XII. Andbe it enacted, That it shall be the duty ~Duties of Terus-
of the Trustees of each school section : '

Firstly. To appoint one of themselves, or some Toappoints Se-
y-treasurer
other person, to be Secretary-treasurer to the Cor-  bis duties.
poration ; and it shall be the duty of such Secretary-treasurer to
give such security for the correct and safe keeping and forthcoming
(when called for) of the papers and moneys belonging to the Cor-
poration, as may be required by a majority of the Trustees ; to keep
a record of a]l their proceedings, in a book procured for that purpose ;
to receive and account for all school moneys collected by rate-bill,
subscription, or otherwise, from the inhabitants of such school see-
tion ; to disburse such moneys in such manner as may be directed by
the majority of the Trustees.

Secondly. To appoint, if they shall think it expe- ;1;2 appointa Col-
dient, a Collector (who may also be Secretary-trea-
surer), to collect the rates they have imposed, or shall impose upon
the inhabitants of their school section, or which the gaid inhabitants
may have subscribed ; and to pay to such Collector, g;,
at the rate of not less than five or more than ten per tion.
ocent., on the moneys collected by him for his trouble in collecting ;
and every Collector shall give such security as may  conector 1o give
be satisfactory to the Trustees, and shall have the security.
game powers, by virtue of a warrant, signed by & colectors
majority of the Trustees, in collecting the school-rate  powers.
or subscription, and shall proceed in the same manner as ordinary
Collectors of County and Township rates or assessmenta.

Thirdly. To take possessien and have the custody '{'h'e“"'-'e’ to have

and safe keeping of all Common School property, and ste keeping
which may have been acquired or given for Common ~ ofa'gihe Com
School purposes in such section, and to acquire and Dettylnxhcirm-
hold as a Corporation, by any title whatsoever, any

land, moveable property, moneys or income for Common School pur-
poses, until the power hereby given shall be taken away or modified,
according to law, and to apply the same wcordmg to the terms of

aoquiring or receiving them.

remunera~
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Providing school  Fauythly, To do whatever they may judge expe-
premises. . . 0 1: i .
dient with regard to the building, repairing, renting,
warming, furnishing and keeping in order the section school-house,
and its appendages, wood-house, privies, enclosures, lands, and
moveable property, which shall be held by them, and for procuring
Schoolapparawys  APpRratus and text-books for their School; also, to
aad books. rent, repair, furnish, warm, and keep in order a
school-house, and its appendages, if there be no suitable school-house
belonging to such section, or if a second sehool-house be required.

o employ Fifthly. To contract with and employ all Teach-
eachers. . 3
ors for such school section, and determine the amount
of their salaries ; and to establish, if they shall deem it expedient,
To estabtisk a DY and with the consent of the local Superintendent
female school.  of Schools, both a female and male school in such
section, each of which shall be subject to the same regulations and
obligations as common schools generally,

To give orders i i -
To give corders Sirthly. To give the Teacher or Teachers em

echool moneys, ployed by them, the necessary order or orders upon
zﬂzn‘ge;%“:a:ﬂ the Local Superin;endent_ for the School Fund appor-
ere. tioned and payable to their school section : Provided
always, that the Trustees of any school section shall not give such
order in behalf of any Teacher who does not, at, the time of giving

such order, hold a legal certificate of qualification.

To provide for  Seventhly. To provide for the salaries of Teachers

Teachersandthe and all other expenses of the School, in such man-
Hlenees o tne ner as may he desired by.a majority of the freehold-
‘l’nyar:‘n:ajofmjr?r ers or householders of such section, at the annual
schoolelectors, at  5chool meeting, or a special meeting called for that
Bspecialmeeting.  purpose, and to employ all lawful means, as provided
for by this Act, to collect the sum or sums required for such salaries
and other expenses ; dnd should the sums thus provided be insuffi-
cient to defray all the expenses of such School, the Trustees shall

ow 1o pravide have authority to assess and cause to be collegted
or deficlencies.  any additional rate, in order to pay the balengg of
the Teacher’s salary, and other expenses of such School.

¥o. make out a

oo minousy  Bighthly, To make out 3 list of the names of all
wauaat for the pereons xated by them for the Sebgol purposes ef
ector. such section, and the amount payable by each, and
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to annex to such list a Warrant, directed to the Collector of the
sohool section, for the collection of the several sums mentioned in
such list : Provided always, that any school-rate prouiso: Such
imposed by Trustees, according to this Act, may be rate-bill 10 ba
made payable monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or Eﬁﬁ?."!ﬁ,’l”“ﬁ';}{:

yearly, asthey may think expedient. yearly, or yearly.
Ninthly. To apply to the Municipality of the To abply to the

. . . Towaship €
Township, or employ their own lawful authority, as qi?;vrlz;;'ipdiggr_t
the)f may judge expedien.t, for. the raising and col- . ;:,‘;“ for the rais.
lecting of all sums authorized in the manner here- moneys,
inbefore provided, to be collected from the freeholders and house-
holders of such section, by rate, according to the valuation of taxa-
ble property, as expressed in the Assessor or Collector's Roll ; and
the Township Clerk or other officer having posses-

. . . Duty of Town-
sion of such roll, is hereby required to allow any cne  ship Cterk or
of the Trustees, or their authorized Collcctor, to ‘c’;"‘f;m‘fi';‘::; in
make a copy of such roll, as far as it shall relate to

their school section.

Tenthly. To exempt wholly or in part, from the g‘e‘:uel’:::‘;gl'l;"m‘
payment of schoel rates, such indigent persons as
they shall think proper, and the amount of the same
shall be a charge upon the other rateable inkabitants . o0 oany
of the school section, and shall not be deducted from ot tobe lessened
the salary of a Teacher. thereby.

Eleventhly. To sue for and recover by their name ;’;‘;ifj‘i’:gdega“‘:“eg
of office, the amounts of school rates or subseriptions the school seo-
due from persons residing without the limits of their 1™
school section, and making default of payment.

Twelfthly. To appoint the place of each annual ;‘;&"';’l‘aig’; and fx

school meeting, and to caus¢ notices to be posted in  annual  school
at least three public places of such section, at least ™"E
six days before the time of holding such meeting; To cat speeiat
to call and give like notice of any specjal meeting of ~meetings.

the freeholders or householders of such section, for the filling up of
any vacancy in the Trustee Corporation, occasioned by death, remo-
val, or any other cause whatever, or for the selection of a new school
gite, or for any other school purpose, as they may think proper;
10 specify the objoct or objects of such meeting 5 Mode of conduck

E ! conduet
which meeting shall be organized, and its proceed- ;32:') ecial mee
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ings recorded in the same manner, as those of an annual school meet-
Copy of the pro- 10 3 and a copy of them, in l%ke manner, shal'l be
ceedings to be transmitted to the Liocal Superintendent : Provided
'se.,“;e,‘i‘i,.‘e':,‘i,e".’.i‘?} always, that in case of a vacancy in the office of any
achools. of the Trustees, during the period for which they
g&“lin“fﬂﬂﬁe in ghall have been respectively elected, the person or
Oleeted to'fill va-  persons chosen to fill such vacancy, shall hold office
cancies. only for the unexpired term.
Toadmit persons *  Thirteenthly. To permit all residents in such sec-
from 5to 21 years .
of age 10 attend tion between the ages of five and twenty-one years
e sl n  of age, to attend the school, so long as their conduct
shall be agreeable to the rules of such school, and
g0 long as the fees or rates required to be paid on their behalf, are
Exceprionin cer-  Quly discharged : Provided always, that this require-
taia cases. ment shall not extend to the children of persons in
whose behalf a separate school shall have been established, aceord-
ing to the nineteenth section of this act.

EVisi“he school Fourteenthly. To visit the school from time to
' time, and see that it is conducted according to the
regulations authorized by law.
To prﬂhihi‘; im~ Fifteenthly., To see that no authorized books are
Si':i)ge;a?o;?er: books used in the school, but that the pupils are duly sup-
for the school. plied with an uniform series of text books, sanctionod
and recommended according to law ; and to procure, annually, for
the benefit of their school section, some periodical devoted to
education.

To be personally . 5
Tesponaibie in the Sixteenthly. To exercise all the corporate powers

case of refusing vosted in them by this Act, for the fulfilment of any
o ereEiechat o> contract or agreement made by them ; and in case
rate powers for any of the Trustees shall wilfully neglect or refuse
the fulfilment of .

contracts to exercise such powers, he or they shall be person-

ally responsible for the fulfilment of such contract or agreement.

.I!.?bra?ig‘:\?‘man: Seventeenthly. To appoint a Librarian, and to take

prov‘::‘!eh for the such steps as they may judge expedient, and as may
sttt o bo authorized according to law, for the establishment,
school library.  gafe-keeping, and proper management of a school
library, whenever provision shall have been made and catried into

effect for the establishment of school libraries.
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Eighteenthly. To ascertain the number of chil- T9 ascertain the
. er of resi-
dren between the ages of five and sixteen years dent children of
residing in their section on the thirty-first day of “°hoo!age-
December in each year ; and to cause to be prepared and read at
the annual meeting of their section, their annual Toread iheschoot
school report for the year then terminating, which Pofi st the an-
report shall include, among other things prescribed ing.
by law, a full and detailed account of the receipts and expenditures of
all school moneys received and expended in behalf of such section, for
any purpose whatsoever, during such year ; and if such account shall
not be sati_sfactory to a majority of 1’:he freeholders.or Proceedingin case
householders present at such meeting, then a majo- the financial ac-
tity of the said freeholders or householders shall fosory oo "y
appoint one person, and the Trustees shall appoint mMaiority of the
another ; and the two arbitrators thus appointed shall e
examine the said account, and their decision respecting it shall be
final : or, if the two arbitrators thus appointed shall not be able to
agree, they shall select a third, and the decision of the majorlty of
the arbitrators so chosen shall be final ; and such arbitrators, or a
majority of them, shall have authority to collect, or cause to be col-
lected, whatever sum or sums may be awarded against any person or
persons by them, in the same manner and under the same regulations
as those according to which Trustees are authorized by the twelfth
section of this Act to collect school rates; and the sum or sums
thus collected shall be expended in the same manner as are other
moneys for the Common School purposes of such section.

Nineteenthly. To prepare and transmit, or cause To prepare and
transniit, before

to be prepared and transmitted annually, before the the I5th January,
fifteenth day of :fanuary, areport to 'the Local Super- :25;2'::‘:,’,:01222:
intendent ; which report shall be signed by the ma- Superintendentof
jority of the Trustees, and made aceording to a form ehools.

provided by the Chief Superintendent of Schools, and shall specify :

1st.—The whole time the school in their section fe‘;';‘:’!'{'s of such

shall have been kept by a qualified Teacher during  Time of keeping
the year ending the thirty-first day of the previous "¢ school epen.
December.

:er;lgumrgcfei";‘e%‘ 2ndly.—The amount of moneys received from the
and from what school fund, from local rates or contributions, and

sources, and how N S s 1 i
expended. from other sources, distinguishing the same ; and
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the manner in which all such moneys have been

expended.
Number of resi-  3rdly, The whole number of children residing in
dent children of i
Schoo! age. the school section, over the age of five years, and

under the age of sixteen ; the number of children
Auendance of gnd young persons taught in the school in winter
pupils in winter v s . T
and summer. and summer, distinguishing the sexes, and those
Average auend- Who are over and under sixteen years of age; the
ance, both winter average attendance of pupils in both winter and

and summer. summer.

Branches taught, 4thly.—The branches of education taught in the

&c., text-books s

used, public ex- school ; the number of pupils in each branch; the .

e aeturen, &c. tex?—books used ; the nu-m.ber of public school exami-
nations, lecturcs, and visits, and by whom, and such

other information respecting the school premises, and library, as may

be required in the form of a report provided by the Chief Superin-

tendent of Schools,

:]t’-gn:'glsog lzig;'l XIII. And be it enacted, That every Trustee of a
by & Trustee; or Common School who shall knowingly sign a false
‘,’:g’fs;p::ﬁ:ﬂ;"; report, and every Teacher of a Common School who
ing false rewrne  shall keep a false school register, or make a false
b7 & Teacher. return, with the view of obtaining a larger sum than
the just proportion of school moneys coming to such Common
School, shall, for each offence, forfeit to the Common School Fund
of the Township, the sum of five pounds, and may be prosecuted
before any such Justice of the Peace, by any person whatever, and
convicted on tho oath of any one credible witness other than the
prosecutor, and if convicted, the said penalty shall, if not forthwith
paid, be levied with costs, by distrcss and sale of the goods and
ahattels of the offender, under warrant of such Justice, and paid over
by him to the said Common School Fund, or the said offender shall
be liable to be tried and punished for the misdemeanor.

Foreign ookete XIV. And be it enacted, That no foreign books
sertain casés. in the English branches of education shall be used
in any Model or Common School, without the express permission of
the Council of Public Instruction ; nor shall any pupil in any such
Parental andreli-  S¢hool be required to read or study in or from any
glous, tights pro-  religious book, or join in any exercise of devo-

) tion or religion, which shall be objected to by hir
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or her parents or guardians : Provided always, that, within this limi-
tation, pupils shall be allowed to receive such religious instruction
as their parents and guardians shall desire, according to the general
regulations which shall be provided according to law.

II. Common Scroor TEACHERS, AND THEIRR DUTIES.

XV. And be it enacted, That no Teacher shall ,'}egc“““frﬁggmm g
be deemed a qualified Teacher within the meaning '
of this Act, who shall not, at the time of his engaging with the T'rus-
tees, and applying for payment from the School Fund, hold a Certi-
ficate of qualification, as hereinafter provided by this Act ; Provided
always, that Certificates of qualification given by Proviss:
local Superintendents, shall be in force until the first of January. one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one,

XVI. And be it enacted, That itshall be the duty Duties of Teachers.
of every Teacher of a Common School,—

Firstly. To teach diligently and faithfully all the To act according
. . to law and agree-

branches required to be taught in the School, accord-  ment.

ing to the terms of his engagement with the Trustees, and according

to the provisions of this Act.

Secondly. To keep the daily, weekly, and monthly ~ To keepregisters:
or quarterly registers of the School; to maintain o
proper order and discipline therein, according to the mome " "'
forms and regulations which shall be provided ac-
cording to law ; also to keep a Visitors’ book (which  To keep a Visi-
the Trustees shall cause to be provided for that '
purpose, ) and he shall enter therein the visits made to his school, and
shall present such book to cach Visitor, and request him to maxke
such remarks as may have been suggested by such visit.

Thirdly. To have, at the end of each quarter, a ;1'0 have quar-
. . . . . erly examina-
public examination of his school, of which he shall tions, &

give due notice, through the pupils, to their parents and guardinns.
and the Trustees of the school, and of which he shall also give
due notice to any School Visitors who shall reside in or adjacent tn

such school section.

Fourthly. To furnish to the Local or Chief Super- ?l'"l Five tnforma-
. . > . 2 N A
intendent of Schools, when desired, any information «ar Chief Super-
which it may be in his power to give respecting any  nteudent
c
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thing connected with the operations of his'school, or in anywise
affecting its interests or character.

To deliver pa-  Fifthly, To keep carefully, and at the time of his
pers, &c. K .
leaving a school, to deliver up to the order of the
Trustoes, the registers and Visitors’ book, appertaining to the school:
Provided always, that he shall, at all times, when
Proviso. desired by them, give Trustees or Visitors aceess
to such registersand Visitors’ book,

protection o XVIIL. And be it enacted, Thatany Teacher shall
teachers in case be entitled to be paid at the same rate mentioned in
of dismissal. his agreement with the Trustees, even at the expi-
ration of the period of his agreement, until the Trustees shall have
paid him the whole of his salary, as Teacher of the school, according
Mode of setiing  to their engagement with him : Provided always,
aoy difference it that in case of any difference between Trustees and
betweenTrustees & Teacher in regard to his salary, the sum due to
and Teachers.  hipy or any other matter in dispute between them,
it shall be lawful to submit such matter in dispute to arbitation, and
each party shall choose one Arbitrator, and in case either party in
the first instance shall neglect or refuse to name and appoint an
Arbitrator on his behalf, it shall be lawful for the party requiring
such arbitration, by a notice in writing to be served upon the party
so neglecting or refusing to make such appointment, to require the
opposite party within three days, inclusive of the day of the service of
such notice, to name and appoint an Arbitrator on his behalf,
which notice shall name the Arbitrator of the party serving such
notice ; and in case the party upon whom such notice is served
shall not, within the three days mentioned in such notice, name and
appoint such arbitrator, then the party requiring such arbitration
shall and may nominate and appoint the second arbitrator, and the
two Arbitrators in either way chosen, and the Local Superintendent,
or any person chosen by him to act on his behalf, in case he cannot
attend, or any two of them, shall have full authority to make an
award between them, and such award shall be final : Provided al-
ways, that, so often as any such submission shall fall through, it shall
be lawful to re-submit the matters in dispute until a final award
shall be made between them. )
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III. DuTies oF Townsuip Councirs.

XVIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the .
duty of the Municipality of each Township in Upper S,?;'eéﬁng?:"'
Canada :

Firstly, To levy sgch sum, by assessment, UPON g jgyy aoceqe-
the taxable property in any school section, for the ments “for com-
purchase of a school-site, the erection, repairs, rent-  pases. or aeeis
ing and furnishing of a school-house, the purchase of by trustees.
apparatus and text-books for the school, books for the library, salary
of the Teacher, as shall be desired by the Trustees of such school-
section, on behalf of the majority of the freeholders or householders at
a public meeting called for such purpose or purposes, as provided
for by the twelfth section of this Act: Providt?d al- 0y authorize a
ways, that such Municipality may, if it shall judge loan, at its dis-
expedient, grant to the Trustees of any school sec-  puwenase and &
tion, on their application, authority to borrow any Leqllidqn of sebool
sum or sums of money which may be necessary for araings.
the purposes herein mentioned, in respect to school-sites, school-
houses and their appendages, or for the purchase or erection of a
Teacher’s residence, and cause to be levied upon the taxable proper-
ty in such section, such sum in each year as shall be necessary for
the payment of the interest thereon, and as shall be sufficient to pay
off the principal within ten years.

Secondly. To levy, at its discretion, such sum or To establish a
sums as it shall judge expedient for procuring the g‘f,m:ﬁh;fix‘:ﬂ‘;f
site and for the erection and support of a Township cretion.

Model School, and for purchasing books for a Township Library, un-
der such regulations as shall be provided according to law: Provided
always, that the members of the Township Munici- pembers of the
pality shall be the Trustees of such Model School, Township Coun-
and shall possess the powers of Common School tees of such Mo-
Trustees in respect to all matters affecting such de! School
Model School ; Provided also, that the Trustees of onc,,oF gBo%¢
any one or more Common Schools shall have author- may lbhee mﬁ;’ﬁ
ity, at their discretion, and with the consent of such chool.
Couneil, to merge their school or schools, into such Model School :
and provided likewise, that tuition to student-teachers in such Model

School shall be frec.
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To form new Thirdly. To form portions of the Township,where
school sections no schools have been established, into school see-
tions ; to appoint a person in each new school section to call the first
school section meeting ; and to cause such person to be notified in
the manner prescribed in the fourth section of this Act.

I'o alter and Fourthly, To alter any school section already
e ;‘;",‘j‘;‘:' e established, and to unite two or more school sections
tain conditious.  into one, at the request of the majority of the free-
holders or householders in each of such sections, expressed at a
public meeting called by the Trustees for that purpose : Provided
First meeting for  always, that the first election of Trusteesin such
?fusf,'?ics”oi'; a’,{ section, consisting of two or more sections united,
united section.  ghal} be appointed and held in the same manner as
is pruvided for in the fourth section of this act in respect to
Anterations n & new school section : Provided secondly, that any
school  sections  4)¢aration in the boundaries of a school section shall
not to go into
etectbefore the  not go into effect before the twenty-fifth day of
B ajccewben  Docember next after the time when it shall have
been made : nor shall any step be taken towards the
All parties con- alteration of the boundaries of any school section,
;‘;’I';;; o he P mor any application be entertained for that purpose,
el alterationsin  unless it shall clearly appear that all parties affeeted
school sections. by such alteration have been duly notified of such
) intended step or application : Provided thirdly, that
f’e’r'e‘(;fsfl’;o‘;i :gj the several parts of suchunited or altered school sec-
cured. tions shall have the same claim to a share of the Com-
Disposal and ap- mon School Fund, to which they would have been
plication of pro- entitled, had they not been altered or united : and
L’é’ﬂ?o&fec{‘ilfﬁ?d provided fourthly, that any school site, or school-house,
" or other school property which shall not be required
in consequence of such alterations or union of school sections, shall
be disposed of, by sale or otherwise, in such a manner as a majority
of the frecholders or householders in the altered or united school
sections shall think proper, at a public meeting called for that pur-
pose, and the proceeds shall be applied to the erection of a new
sehool-house, or other Common School purposes of such united or
altered sections ; except that the inhabitants tranferred from one
school scction to another, shall be entitled, for the Common School

purposes of the section to which they are attached, to such a propor-
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tion of the proceeds of the disposal of such school house or other
Common School property, as the assessed value of their property
bears to that of the other inhabitants of the school section from
which they shall have been separated : Provided fifthly, that Union
school sections, consisting of parts of two or more Union sc!:,ool
Townships, may be formed and altered, (under the :i?”l\'ﬁe.e”.imig
cond?tions preseribed in this. clause in respect to al- ;‘;m"s"ﬁ;;ﬁfnf‘ef
terations of other school sections,) by the Reevesand  dents.

Local Superintendent or Superintendents of the Townships out of
parts of which such sections are proposed to be formed, at a meet-
ing appointed for that purpose by any two of such Town Reeves ; of
which meeting the other party or parties authorized to act with
them shall be duly notified ; Provided, sixthly, that each union school
section composed of portions of adjoining Townships, shall, for all
purposes of Trustee elections and control, be deemed one schopl
section, and shall be considered, in respect to superintendence and
taxing for the erection of a school house, as belonging to the Town-
ship in which the school house may be situated.

Fifthly. To cause the Clerk of such Township, ¢opies or certain
to furnish the Local Superintendent of Schools with ?ronfex:llsss to be
a copy of all the proceedings of such Council relating "o
to the formation or alteration of school sections, &ll School assess-
ments and other educational matters.

XIX. And be it enacted, That it shall bethe duty ~May estsblish

. . . . parate schools
of the Municipal Council of any Township, and of for Protestants
the Board of School Trustees of any City, Town, or BemanCatholica
incorporated Village, on the application in writing of ~People.
twelve or more resident heads of families, to authorize the establish-
ment of one or more separate schools for Protestants, Roman Catho-
lics or coloured people, and, in such case, it shall prescribe the limits
of the divisions or sections for such schools, and shall make the
same provision for the holding of the first meeting for the election of
Trustees of each such separate school orschools, as is provided in the
fourth section of this Act for holding the first school meeting in a
new school section : Provided always, that each such separate school
shall go into operation at the same time with alterations in school
sections, and shall be under the same regulations in respect to the
persons for whom such school is permitted to be established, as are

c3
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Manner of elect-  Common Schools generally : Provided secondly, that
;',’lﬁh'l;?l‘,:'f:,i "™ none but coloured people shall be allowed to vote
school sections.  for the election of Trustees of the separate school for
their children, and none but the parties petitioning for the estab-
lishment of, or sending children to a separate Protestant or Roman
Catholie school, shall vote at the election of Trustees of such school:
And of appor- Provided thirdly, that ecach such separate Protestant,
tiooing school or Roman Catholic, or coloured school shall be enti-
moneys (o them-  4)eq to share in the school fund according to the aver-

age attendance of pupils attending each such separate school, (the
" mean attendanceof pupils forboth summerand winterbeing taken,) as
compared with the whole average attendance of pupils attending the
Common Schools in such City, Town, Village or Township: Provided
fourthly, that no Protestant separate school shall be allowed in any
school division except when the Teacher of the Common School is a
Roman Catholie, nor shall any Roman Catholic separate school be
allowed except when the Teacher of the Common School is a Pro-
Proviso as to testant. Provided fifthly, that the Trustees of the
certain returns.  Common School sections within the limits of which
such separate school section or sections shall have been formed, shall
not include the children attending such separate school or sechools, in
their return of children of schoo! age residing in their seheol sections.

May unite all the XX. And be it enacted, That whenever the ma-
school  sections  jority of the resident householders of the several
in a Township R .

under the man-  School scctions of any Township, at public meetings
agement of u1¢  called by Trustees for that purpose, shall desire to
tees, at the re-  abolish local school section divisions, and have all
?;’ 3?'35;1;2?33&; their schools conducted under one system, and one
concerned. management, like the schools in Cities and Towns,
the Municipality of such Township shall have authority to comply
with their request thus expressed, by passing a By-law to that
effect ; and all the Common Schools of such Township shall be
managed by one Board of Trustees, one of whom shall be chosen in
and for each ward of the Township, if the Township be divided into
wards, and if not then the whole number shall be chosen in and for
the whole Township, and invested with the same powers, and subject
to the same obligations, as are provided and required, in respect to
Trustees in Cities and Towns, by the twenty-fourth section of this
Act. -
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IV. CouxciLs axp TrUSTEES 1¥ CrTiEs, Towns, AND INCORPORATED
VIiLLAGES, AND THEIR DUTIEs.

XXI. And be it enacted, That the Council or poiersof Muni-
Common Council of each City or incorporated Town cipal Councils in
in Upper Canada, shall be, and is hereby invested, ©''° & Towos.
within its limits and liberties as prescribed by law, and shall be
subject to the same obligations as are the Municipal Couneil of
each County and the Municipality of each Township by the eight-
eenth and twenty-seventh sections of this Act : Provided never-
theless, that the appointment of the Local Superintendent of Schools
for such City or Town, shall be made by the Board of School Trus-
tees for such City or Town.

XXII. And be it enacted, That in each ward in- z;We“m'c' rustees 1o
to which any City or Town is, or shall be divided each ward of Ci-
according to law, two fit and proper persons shall Uesand Towna
be elected School Trustees by a majority of all the taxable inhab-
itants of such ward ; one of which Trustees (to be pjoge of tetiring
determined by lot, au the first Trustee meeting after from office.
their election) shall retire from office the second Wednesday of Janu-
ary following his election ; and the second of whom shall continue
in office one year longer, and until his successor is  Ppersons thus
elected ; and the persons thus elected shall form one  glecied toform a

Board of Trus
Board of School Trustees for such City or Town. e,

XXIII. And be it enacted, That on the second One Trustee to
Wednesday in January of each year, at the time pre- L’:c,, °5§l,fid of o
seribed by the second section of this Act, one fit and Sj‘;b; oy dT“,’V‘::il-
proper person shall be elected Trustee in each ward nesday in Jano-
of every City and Town, and shall continue in office ¥ of each year.
two years, and until his successor is elected : Provided always, that
such election shall be held at the place where the last municipal
election was held for such ward, and under the di- o6 of hotding
rection of the same returning officer, or, in his default, such election.
of such person as the electors present shall choose ; and such elec-
tion shall be conducted in the same manner as an ordinary munici-

pal election in each ward of such City or Town.

XXIV. And be it enacted, That the Board of ;'i':n"” corpoia-
School Trustees for each City and Town, shall be a
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30“;135 otPfTr‘“h:_ corporation under the name of “ The Board of
wes in each City  School Trustees of the City (or Toun) of -

or Town. in the County of ;7 (the first meeting
thereof may be called in the City or Town Council room by any

Trustee), and it shall be the duty of such Board,—

To appolnt cer- Firstly. To appoint annually or oftener, a Chair-
tain officers. &¢.  map Secretary, Superintendent of Schools, and one
or more collectors of school rates, (if required) ; and to appoint the
times and places of their meetings, and the mode of calling them, of
conducting and recording their proceedings, and of keeping all their
School accounts.

To hold School  Secondly. To take possession ofall Common School
Property, &c. property, and to accept and hold as a Corporation
all property which may have been acquired or given for Common
School purposes in such City or Town, by any title whatsoever ; to
manage or dispose of such property, and all moneys or income for
Common School purposes, until the power hereby given shall be
taken away or modified by law, and to apply the same, or the pro-
ceeds, to the objects for which they have been given or acquired.

Tomake 3l e . Thirdly. To do whatever they may judge expe-

fous in respect to  dient with regard to purchasing or renting school
g,‘;':l'i';:; Beboul  sites and premises ; building, repairing, furnishing,
books, &e. warming and keeping in order the school-house or
school-houses, and its or their appendages, lands, enclosures and
movable property ; for procuring suitable apparatus and text-books;
and for the establishment and maintenance of a school library or
school libraries,

Todeterminethe  Fourthly. To determine the number, sites, kind
Bumber and kind - and desoription of schools which shall be established
ploy Teachers, and maintained in such City or Town ; the Teacher
&e. or Teachers who shall be employed, the terms of
employing them, the amount of their remuneration, and the duties
which they are to perform ; the salary of the Superintendent of
Schools appointed by them and his duties ; and to adopt, at their
discretion, such measures es they shall judge expedient, in concur-
rence with the Trustees of the County Grammar School, for uniting
one or more of the Common Schools of the City or Town with such
Grammar School.
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Fij_'thly. To appoint apnually, or oftener, if they 7, appoint a
shall judge expedient, for the special charge, over- commitiee of
sight, and management of each school within such ;::i?allu:l;;elx
City or Town, and under such regulations as they ¢ach schoal.
shall think proper to preseribe, a committee of not
more than three persons for each school.

Sizthly. To prepare from time to time, and lay To wake an es-
before the Municipal Council of such City or Town, ;3-::: ‘:)r' fb?
an estimate of the sum or sums which they shall judge =Moo'
expedient, for paying the whole or part of the salaries of Teachers ;
for purchasing or renting school premises; for building, renting,
repairing warming, furnishing and keeping in order the school-houses
and their appendages and grounds ; for procuring suitable apparatus
and text-books for the schools ; for the establishment and mainte-
nance of school libraries ; and for all the necessary expenses of the
schools under their charge ; and it shall be the duty Tpe  Municipal
of the Common Council or Council of such City or Council o pra-
Town, to provide such sum or sums in such manner ;:,‘ffsf;' such ex-
85 shall be desired by said Board of School Trustees.

Seventhly. To levy at their discretion, any rates To lovy echos
upon the parents or guardians of children attending discretion.
any school under their charge ; and to employ the same means for
eollecting such rates, as Trustees of Common Schools in any Town-
ship may do under the twelfth scction of this Act: Provided
always, that all moneys thus collected shall be paid The syms thus
into the hands of the Chamberlain or Treasurer, of collected 10 ge
such City or Town for the Common School purposes Fos "of the
of the same, and shall be subject to the order of the ~Chamberlain or
said Board of School Trustees,

Eighthly. To give orders to Teachers and other 'r‘;‘: tﬁz"epa;’;l"gf
school officers and creditors upon the Chamberlain * of Teachers, &c.
or Treasurer of such City or Town, for the sum

or sums which shall be due them.

Ninthly. To call and give notice of annual and ;‘;‘;&‘;I' annual ot
special school meetings of the taxable inhabitants of meetings.
such City or Town, or of any Ward in it, in the same manner and
under the same regulations as are preseribed in the twelfth section

of this Act, for the appointment of annual and special school meet-
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Contintance in  ings in the school sections of Townships : Provided
Office of persons always, that. any person elected at any special ward
cancies. school meeting, to fill a vacancy which shall have
oceurred in the Board of Trustees, from any cause whatever, shall
hold office only during the unexpired part of the term for which the

person whose place shall have become vacant, was elected to serve.

To see that the Tenthly. To see that all the pupils in the schools

pupils are duly . ! h N

suppiied  with are duly supplied with an uniform series of autho-

propertextbooks,  yiz0q text-books ; to appoint a Librarian, and take
charge of the school library or libraries, whenever

established.

To have _their Eleventhly. Tosec that all the schools under their
gchoo! conducted . A
sccording to law.  charge are conducted, according to the regulations
To prepare and authorized by law ; and, at the close of each year,
Bubis anoua  to prepare and publish, in one or more of the public
&, papers, or otherwise, for the information of the in-
habitants of such City or Town, an annual report of their proceed-
ings, and of the progress and stato of the schools under their charge 3
of the receipts and expenditure of all school moneys; and to pre-
To prepare and Pare and transmit annually, before the fifteenth of
transmit an an- Japuary, to the Chief Superintendent of Schools, a
pual report to the . .

ChiefSuperinten-  report, signed by a majority of the Trustees, and
dent of Schools.  gontaining all the information required in the reports
of Common School Trustees, by the twelfth section of this Act, and
any additional items of information which may be lawfully required,
Contents of such afld made aceording to a form which shall be pro-
teport. vided for that purpose by the Chief Superintendent

of Schools.

g%;e'é;’:nﬁ[‘fs"i’; XXV. And be it enacted, That the Municipality
mcorporated vil-  of every incorporated Village, shall possess and
tages. - exercise all the powers, and be subject to all the
obligations with regard to the levying and raising of moneys for
Common School purposes, and for the establishment and maintenance
“of school libraries, within the limits of such incorporated Village, as
are conferred and imposed by this Act upon the Municipal Corpora-
pirst election of tionsof Cities : Provided always, that on the second
wustees in such  Wednesday in January, one thousand eight hundred
w‘e‘:ﬁf:!‘d;';,e 4 and fifty-one, in each such incorporated Village, at
Janusry, 1851 the place of the then last annual election of Council-
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lors, there shall be a meeting of the taxable inhabitants of such
incorporated Village, and which meeting shall be "

organized and conducted in the same manner as is mm &“é’e ﬂgfé
prescribed in the twenty-third section of this Act, and conducted.
for the conducting of annual school meetings in the wards of Cities
and Towns ; and at such meeting, six fit and proper six Trustees 1o
persons, from among the resident freeholders or P:cﬂf:;g:;jegfl'j
householders, shall be elected School Trustees for age.

such incorporated Village ; and the persons thus Mode (o etire-
chosen shall be divided by lot into three classes, of otiee.
two individuals each, to be numbered one, two, three ; the first class
shall hold office one year, the second, two years, and the third, three
years, and until their successors are elected; but each Trustee retiring
from office shall be eligible to be re-elected with his own consent :
Provided secondly, that there shall be a like school Two Trastees to
meeting annually in each such incorporated Village, be clected ateach
at which two persons shall be chosen Trustees, in school meeting.
the place of the two retiring from office, and shall continue in office
two years, and until their successors are elected : Provided thirdly,
that the first annual school meeting in each incorpo- Mode .

. of ecalling
rated Village, shall be called by the Town-reeve of the first annual
such Village, who shall cause notices to be posted in #¢bool meeting.
at least six public places of such Village, at least six days before
the time of holding such mecting.

XXVI. And be it enacted, That the Trustees The trusteesthus

. > . A elected in each
elected in each incorporated Village, according to incorporated vil-
the provisions of the preceding section, shall succeed 150 succeed 1o
to all the rights, powers, obligations and liabilities of ligations, &c., of
the present Trustees of such incorporated Village, :::s_pmem trus-
and shall be a Corporation under the title of the
“Board of School Trustees of the incorporated Vil-
lage of ——, in the County of —— ;" and shall possess
all the powers, and be subject to all the obligations, ;I;Yllfni;ﬁonpnwersd.
within the limits of such incorporated Village, as are  duties e’ s:,:e
conferred and imposed by the twenty-fourth section 35 those of trus-

A N tees in cities and
of this Act, upon the Trustees of Cities and Towns. towns.

To be a corpora-
tion.

V. Dumes oF Cousty Mu~icrearn Councrrs.

XXVII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the D“"es."’fc“""‘y
duty of the Municipal Council of each County : counciis.



To raise by ase
sessment in each
year, a sum equal
to the Legislative
school grant ap-
portioned to such
county.
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Firstly. To cause tobe levied each year upon the
soveral Townships of such County, such sum or
sums of money for the payment of the salaries of
legally qualified Common School Teachers as shall
at least be equal (clear of all charges of collection)

to the amount of school money apportioned to the several Townships
thereof for such year, by the Chief Superintendent of Schools, as
notified by him to such Council, through the County Clerk : Provided

Such sum may be
increased at the
discretion of the
council; and the
additional  sum
raised may be dis-
posed of at the
pleasure of the
council, to aid poor
school sections or
increase the coun-
ty school fund.

Time for the pay-
ment of the coun-
ty school assess-
meot.

No teacher to be
refused the pay-
ment of his due,
on account of the
non-collection of
any part of the
county school as-
sessment.

always, that the sum or sums so levied, may be
increased at the discretion of such Council, either
to increase the County School Fund, or to give spe-
cial or additional aid to new or needy school sections,
on the recommendation of one or more Local Super-
intendents: Provided also, that the sum required to
be levied in such County in cach year, for the salaries
of legally qualified Teachers, shall be collected and
paid into the hands of the County Treasurer, on or
before the fourteenth day of December; and pro-
vided likewise, that in case of the non-payment of
any part of such sum into the hands of the County
Treasurer at that time, no Teacher shall, upon appli-
cation, be refused the payment of the sum to which
he may be entitled from such year's County School
Fund, but the County Treasurer shall pay any local
Superintendent's lawful order in behalf of such
Teacher, in anticipation of the payment of the

County School asscssment ; and the County Council shall make the
necessary provision to enable the County Treasurer to pay the
amount of such lawful order.

To raise money
for County Com-
mon School Li-
brary.

To appoint local
Superintendents
of Sehools, and
provide for their
salaries.

Secondly. To raise by assessment, such sum or
sums of money, as it shall judge expedient, for the
establishment and maintenance of a County Common
School Library.

Thirdly. To appoint annually, a Local Superinten-
dent of Schools for the whole County, or for any
one or more T'ownships in such County, as it shall
judge expedient : to fix (within the limits prescribed

by the thirticth section of this Act), and provide for the salary or
salaries of such Loecal Superintendent or Superintendents: Provided
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always, that no such Local Superintendent shall have N0 local Superin-
h ioh tendent to have
the oversight of more than one hundred Schools : charge of more
and provided also, that the County Clerk shall forth- ‘é’“" 100 ”]°h°°“‘
. . . . ' ounty clerk to
with notify the Chief Superintendent of Schools of notify *the Chief
the appointment and address of easch such Local fc“hl’:;;:m(’f}en:hﬂf
Superintendent, and of the County Treasurer : and names and ad.
o . . . ‘ dress of local Su-
shall. likewise furnish him w1Ph acopy of all pro- [ o O o e
ceedings of such Couneil, relating to School assess- 5o of the name
ments and other educational matters. 233;;‘,‘“}?122{,:25
Fourthly. To see that sufficient security be given T orecure  all
by all officers of such Council to whom School mo- v
neys shall be entrusted ; to see that no deduction be To see that no
made. from the School Fund by the County Treasu- f‘,fg,": o tﬁ:
rer or Sub-treasurer, for the receipt and payment of o peommon
School moneys ; to appoint, if it shall judge expe- )
dient, one or more Sub-treasurers of School moneys, for one or more
Townships of such County : Provided always, that Toappolnt a sub-
3 tr f
each such S.ul.)-.u.'easurer shall. be 'sub.]cct to the §ci‘f;'f;o negs Y
same responsibilities and obligations in respect to the  its discretion.
accounting for School moneys and the payment of lawful orders for
such moneys given by any Local Superintendent within the parts of
ys g y any p P
the County for which he is appointed Sub-treasurer, as are imposed
by this Act upon each County Treasurer, in respect to the paying

and accounting for School moneys.

¥ Fifthly. To appoint annually, or oftener, Auditors, To cause the
whose duty it shall be to audit the accounts of the to be audited, &c.
County Treasurer and other officers to whom school moneys shall
have been intrusted, and report fo such Council; and the County
Cletk shall transmit to the Chief Buperintendent of County clerk to
Schools, on or before the first day of March in each = transmit to the
year, a certified copy of the abstract of such report, E;I,’fff,:‘ p:{,l,':::?{
and also give 4y explanations relating thereto, as ¢f such accounts.
far as he is able, which may be required by the

Chief Superintendent.

VI. ConsTiruTioy anp Duties o THE County Boarps or PusLic
InsTRUCTION,

XXVIII And be it enacted, That the Board of Trustces of the

i , county grammar
Trustees for the County Grammar School and the  school” and local

D
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superintendents 1 ,009] Superintendent or Superintendents of Schools
to constitute a | A .
county board of in each County, shall constitute a Board of Public
publicistruction  fnetruction for such County : Provided always, that
county boardmay  where there is more than one Grammar School
be appointed I ;n a County, the County Council shall have
authority to dividle such County into as many
Circuits as there are County Grammar Schools, and the Trustees of
each County Grammar School and the Local Superintendent or Su-
perintendents of Schools in each circuit, shall be a Board of Public
Three (including  Instruction for such circuit : Provided also, that at
a superlntendent)  any lawful meeting of such Board, not less than three
for the cxamina- members, including a Local Superintendent of
o o teverur. Schools, shall constitute a quorum for examining
poses. and giving certificates of qualification to Common
School Teachers, and not less than five members shall constitute a
Tacidental expen-  quorum for the transaction of any other business :
by tobe d"gf‘l{;‘; Provided likewise, that the incidental expenses con-
council. nected with the meeting and proceedings of each
County Board of Public Instruction shall be provided for by the Mu-

nicipal Council of such County.

Duties of each XXIX. And be it enacted, That it shall be the

county board of . R
publicyinslrucﬁon duty of each County Board of Public Instruction :

]1;0 fmect quarter- Firstly. To meet not less than four times a year ;
T to determine the time and places of its own meet-
ings, and the order of its proceedings, and the man-

ner of recording them.

To examine and Secondly. To examine and give certificates of
give certificates A .

of quatificationto  qualification to Teachers of Common Schools, ar~
teachers. ranging such Teachers into three classes according
to their attainments and ability, as shall be prescribed in a pro-
gramme of examination and instructions to be previded according
to law ; also to annul any such certificate as it shall judge expe-
1’“’":0: . dient : Provided always, that no certificate of quali-
e aofofgood fication shall be given to any person as a Teacher,
moral character;  who ghall not furnish satisfactory proof of good
must be a British

subject. moral character ; nor to any person who shall not,
at the time of applying for such certificate of qualification, be a na-

tural born or naturalized subject of Her Majesty, or who shall not,
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produce a certificate of having taken the oath of allegiance to Her
Majesty, before some one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for
the County in which he shall be a resident ; and all Justices of the
Peace are hereby authorized to administer such oath of allegiance :
Provided also, that any such certificate of qualifica- Certificate may
tion, shall be general, as regards the County, or be Seneral or li-
limited as to time or place, at the pleasure of the majority of the
members of the County Board of Public Instruction present at such
examination : Provided likewise, that every such . thave the
certificate shall have the signature of at least one signature of one

. local Superinten-
local Superintendent of Schools. dent of Schools.

Thirdly. To select (if deemed expedient), from To Select text-
a list of text.books recommended or authorized by from the general
the Council of Public Instruction, such books ag 2uthorizedlist.
they shall think best adapted for the use of the Common Schools of
such County or Circuit; and to ascertain and re- To facilitate the

fro - ing of such
commend the best facilities for procuring such books. Boois © < ¢

Fourthly. To adopt all such lawful means in To provide for
. . . the establishment
their power as they shall judge expedient, to advance ofacounty school
the interests and usefulness of Common Schools, to '.}.';";f‘;mm the
promote the establishment of School Libraries, and interests of

3 . schools and the
to diffuse useful knowledge in such County or aifusion of useful
Circuit. :,nl"wledse gener-

y.

VI1I. Duties o Local SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS.

XXX. And be it enacted, that each Local Su- gwllsuwi""ﬂ'

. N ent of Schools.
perintendent of Common Schools, appointed as pro- To be entitled to
vided for in the twenty-seventh section of this Act, 2.¢Turerationof
shall be entitled, annually, to not less than one E:Sndhperhschool
pound currency per School placed under his charge, ¢ his charge.
together with any additional remuneration or allowance which the
Council appointing him shall grapt ; and such Su- To be paid quar-
perntendent shall be paid the same in quarterly in- terly by the trea-
stalments by the County Treasurer. torer of thecoun-

XXXI. And be it enacted, That it shall be the Duties of Local

duty of each Local Superintendent of Schools : of Behoole >t
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Todistribute the . First. As soon as he shall have received from
choo: X . .

gx)::im::wnsg the the County Clerk a notification of the amount of
several - school yponey gpportioned to the Township or Townships
sections  accord- o L i : N

ing to theratioof  within the limits of his charge, to apportion the
attendance.unless  came (unless otherwise instructed by the Chief Su-
ed. perintendent of Schools), among the several school
sections entitled to receive it, according to the rates of the average
attendance of pupils attending each Common School, (the mean
attendance of pupils for both summer and winter being taken), as
compared with the whole average number of pupils attending the

(ommon Schools of such Township.
on th fgde:i&f Secondly. To give to any qualified Teacher, and
cheques to teach- L0 no other, on the order of the Trustees of any
ety o s;l:f school section, a cheque upon the County Treasurer
county trcasurer  of sub-Treasurer, for any sum or sums of wmoney
for jechocl o= o sortioned and due to such section : Provided al-
:;t‘fl;l'l‘vi.liom Euc‘)lf ways, that he shall not pay any such order of the
cheques. Trustees of any school section, from whom no sa-
tisfactory annual school report shall have been received for the year
ending the last day of the December preceding ; nor unless it shall
appear by such report, that a school bas been kept by a qualified
Teacher in such section for at least six months during the year
such conditions ending at the date of such report : Provided also,
e “;cfg&"’se& that the foregoing condition shall not apply to the
tions. order or orders of Trustees in any new school sec-
tion, for money apportioned and due to such secticn.
To Jor gk Thirdly. To visit each Common School within
ance a-quarter. . his jurisdiction, at least once in each quarter ; and
Duties at such gy the time of each such visit to examine into the
state and condition of the School, as respects the
progress of the pupils in learning, the order and discipline observed,
the system of instruction pursued, the mode of keeping the school
registers, the average attendance of pupils, the character and con-
dition of the buiiding and premises, 2ud to give such advice as he
shall judge proper.
o detiver a pub- Fourthly. To deliver in each school section, at
school section at  least once a-year, a public lecture on some subject

least once a-¥eAT connected with the objects, principles, and means of
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of practical education ; and to do all in his power Topics of such
to persuade and animate parents, guardians, Trustees  Otber duties.

aud Teachers, to improve the character and efficiency of the Com-
mon Schools, and secure the universal and sound education of the
young.

Fifthly. To see that all the schools are managed To enforce the

. law.
and conducted according to law ; to prevent the To recommena
use of unauthorized, and to recommend the use of ~{he e of auchor-
authorized books in each school; to acquire and and to facilitate
give information as to the manner in which such thc, Procuring of
authorized books can be obtained, and the economy

and advantages of using them.

Sizthly, To attend the meetings of the County ggeﬁ:;‘:“gf the

Board of Public Instruction ; to meet and confer county Board of
with the Chief Superintendent of Schools at such Tublic Instruction

time and place 2s he may appoint when making an  fer with the Chief
. .y . Superintendent of
official visit to such county, for the promotion of the Schools  in  his

iuterests of Education. official visits to
such county.

Seventhly. To attend the Arbitrations, and to To attend arbi-
rations for the

meet the Townreeves as provided for in the twelfth  settiement of cer-
and eighteenth sections of this Act ; to decide upon i3 uestions of

any other questions of difference which may arise To decide upon
. . . £ other questions of
between interested parties under the operation of gispute at giscre-

this or any preceding Act, and which may be sub- tion.

mitted to him ; Provided always, that he may, if Jrtpravico) refer

he shall deem it advisable, refer any such question Superintendeat of

to the Chief Superintendent of Schools : Provided 3hocks.

also, that any aggrieved or dissatisfied party, in :ggsi;keev‘;d or r«:::s
. . . al

any case not otherwise provided for by this Act, may appgal in

shall have the right of appeal to the Chief Superin. certain cases.

tendent of Schools.

Eighthly. To suspend the certiﬁcate.of qualifica- ;"c‘;l‘::l:ff“‘; certi-
tion of any Teacher, for any cause which shall ap- cation in certain
.pear to him to require it, until the next ensuing ©*%¢-
meeting of the County Board of Public Instruction, where the case
shall be disposed of in such manner as a majority of the members
present shall think proper : Provided always; that The cancelling or
due notice shall be given to the Teacher suspended, searters. cortit.

n3
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cate of qualifice-  of guch meeting of the County Board : Provided
tion, to release

his frustees from  8lso, that the cancelling or suspension of a Teach-
S b i sherr €r'8 certificate of qualification, shall release his
employment, School Trustees from any obligation to continue

him in their employment.

To observe all Ninthly. To act in accordance with the regula-
lawful regulations

and inscructions  lations and instructions which shall be provided ac-
In the discharge  cording to law ; to give any information in his
To give iaforma-  power, (when desired), to the Chief Superintendent
g&mpe:?n::rfdg:;ﬁ of Schools, respecting any Common Schoc] matter

when desired. within his jurisdiction ; to furnish the County Au-
T coneount &2 ditors, when required, with the Trustees’ orders as
tors, §c. the authority for his cheques upon the County or

Sub-Treasurer for School meneys ; to deliver copies of his official
correspondence and all school papers in his custody, to the order of
the County Council on retiring from office.

To prepare and Tenthly. To prepare aud transmit to the Chief
ransmit an an-

nual school re-  Superintendent of Schools, on or before the first
B ontondenr”.  day of March, an annual report, which shall be in
such form as shall be provided by the said Chief Su-

perintendent and which shall state :—

Contents of such 1st.—The whole number of schools and school
report. sections or parts of sections in each Township
within his jurisdiction.

Nuraber of 2nd.—The number of pupils taught in each
schools, &e. school over the age of five and under the age of six-
Whole number of - oen years; the number between the ages of sixteen
age, k. and twenty-one years ; the whole number of chil-
dren residing in each section, or part of a section, over the age of
five and under the age of sixteen years.

;f‘:“sih‘gol‘gegm‘[‘)g 3rd.—The length of time a school shall have

branches taught, been kept in each such section or parts of sections,
Le. by a qualified Tearher; the branches taught, the
g:z‘;‘m‘::sg;nﬂcz: number of pupils in cach branch, fmd the books used ;
&, the average attendance of pupils, both male and

female, in summer and io winter.
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4th,—The amount of moneys which have been The amount of
received and collected in each section or part of :?eys';;::g:g,
section—distinguishing the amount apportioned by  #°-
the Chief Superintendent of Schools, the amount received from
County Assessment, the amount raised by Trustees, and the
amount from any other and what source or sources ; also how such
moneys have been expended, or whether any part remains unex-
pended, and from what causes ; the annual salary of Teachers,
male and female, with and without board.

5th.—The number of his and other School visits The number of

) school visits and
during the year; the number of school lectures lecturee.
delivered ; the whole number of school-houses, their sizes, character.
furniture and appendages, the number rented, the o gchool-bouses.
number erected during the year, and of what char- 4c

acter, and by what means.

6th.—The number of qualified Teachers, thejr Ofteachers, &c.
standing, sex, and religious persuasion ; the number, so far as he
may be able to ascertain, of private Schools, the ofprivateschools
number of pupils and subjects taught therein; the libraries, &c.
number of Libraries, their extent, how established and supported ;
also, any other information which be mey possess respecting the
educational state, wants and advaniages in each Township of his
charge, and any suggestions which he shall think proper to make
with a view to the improvement of Schools and diffusion of useful
knowledge.

VIII. Scroox VisiTors asxp THEIR DuTies.

XXXII. And be it enacted, That all Clergymen Jho shall b
recognized by law, of whatever denomination, Judges, ’
Members of the Legislature, Magistrates, Members of County
Councils and Aldermen, shall be School visitors in the Townships,
Cities, Towns and Villages where they shall respectively reside :
Provided always, that persons holding the Commis- p.oiio. o 1o
sion of the Peace for the County only, shall not be county  magis-
School Visitors within Towns and Cities : Provided "
also, that each Clergyman shall be a School Visitor in any Town-
ship, Town or City where he may have pastoral charge.
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School  visitors XXXIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be

authorized to visit . . . ..

the schools,'_at- lawful for each of said School Visitors, to visit, as
:fg:s. - far as practicable, all the Public Schools insuch
mineintothestate Township, City, ‘I'own or Village ; especially to

ch,mh sthool,  attend the quarterly examinations of Schools, and,
at the time of any such vigit, to examine the progress
of the pupils, and the state and management of the School, and to
give such advice to the Teachers and pupils, and any others present,
as he may think advisable, in accordance with the regulations and
instructions which shall be provided in regard to School Visitors
according to law : Provided always, that a General Meeting of such
Proviso- Visitors may be held at any time or place which
General meetings Mmay be appointed by any two Visitors, on sufficient
may be called.  potice being given to the other Visitors.in the Town-
ship, City, Town or Village; and it shall be lawful for such Visitors,
Duties and oh. U1'Us assembled, to devise such meaos as they may
sects of such  deem expedient for the efficient visitation of the
\neetings Schools, and to promote the establishment of Libra-
ries and the difusion of useful knowledge.

’X. Dumies oF THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS.

;’:‘;ffsgf!’“;éﬁa“l; XXXIV. And be it enacted, That the Governor
appointed. may, from time to time, by Letters Patent under the
Great Seal of the Prevince, appoint a fit and proper
person to be Chief Soperintendent of Schools for Upper Canada,
who shall hold his office during pleasure, and shall receive a salary
of the same amount as that now provided by
Hissalary. °  1@W, or as may hereafter be provided by law,
for the Superintendent of Education in Lower .
Canada : and shall be responsible to, and subject to the direction of,
the Governor-General, communicated to him through such Depart-
ment of Her Majesty’s Provincial Government, as by the Governor
may be directed in that behalf; and shall account for the contin-
To account for gentexpenses of his office, as provided in respectof
thecontingentex- other public offices'; and shall be allowed. two
penses of  his . .
otfice. Clerks, who shall receive the same salaries as are
;1:3)“}{’;’&:“?:;‘: or shall be by law attached to similar offices in the
salaries. education law of Lower Canada, to commence from

the first of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty.
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XXXV. And be it enacted, That it shall be the Dutiea of the

duty of the Chief Superintendent of Schools : Gonef Superinten-

. Firstly, To apportion, annually, on or before the o, apportion all
first day of May, all moneys granted or provided by moneys granted
the Legislature for the support of Common Schools ?3,’:’;;55;,‘;3‘,‘:?{
in Upper Canada, and not otherwise appropriated by °°'(§",“°"hsch°°_15-
this Act, to the several Counties, Townships, Cities, anein what ratio-
Towns and incorporated Villages therein, according to the ratio of
population in each, as compared with the whole population of Upper
Canada ; or when the census or returns upon which such an appor-
tionment is to be made, shall be so far defective, in respect to any
County, Township, City, Town or Village, as to render it impractica-
ble for the Chief Superintendent to ascertain {rom such data the share
of school moneys which ought then to be apportioned to such County,
Township, City, Town or Village, he shall ascertain, by the best
evidence in his power, the facts upon which the ratio of such ap-
portionment can be most fairly and equitably made, and make it
accordingly.

Secondly. To certify such apportionment made cortify such
by him, to the Inspector-General, so far as it relates apportionment to
to the several Counties, Cities, Towns and incorpo- f;h;,ml’,';;%ﬁt:’;;
rated Villages in Upper Canads, and to give imme- county clerks.
diate notice thereof to the Clerk of each County, City, Town and
Village interested therein, stating the time when the amount of
moneys thus apportioned, will be payable to the Treasurer of such
County, City, Town or Village.

; H s To prepare suita~
Thirdly. To prepare suitable forms, and to give T° e S

such instructions as he shall judge necessary and for executing the
proper; for making all reports, and conducting all 3%, and trans.
proceedings under this Act, and to cause the same school officers,

with such general regulations, as shall be approved of by the Coun-
ci) of Public Instruction, for the better organization and govern-
ment of Common Schools, to be transmitted to the officers required

to execute the provisions of this Act.
H 3 To cause copies
Fou:rthly. To cause to be printed fro-m time to ot
time, in a convenient form, so many copies of this law, regulations.

R . . &c., tobe printed
Act, with the necessary forms, instructions, and 373 4 cdas

regulations to be observed in executing its provi- occasion may ret
sions, as he may deem sufficient for the information 1
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of all officers of Common Schools, and to cause the same to be
distributed for that purpose.

To seo that all Fifthly. To see that ail moneys apportioned by
school moneys  him, be applied to the objects for which they were
:‘i’,':f:?:?ﬂy ,l:,’: granted ;;and for that purpose to decide upon all
f;j'fdﬂmfdiﬂz to  matters and complaints submitted to him, (and not
' otherwise provided for by this Act,) which involve
the expenditure of any part of the School Fund; and to direct the
application of such balances of the School Fund, as may have been
apportioned for any year and forfeited according to the provisions of
To direct thedis-  this Act : Provided always, that such balances of
Bo o balances  the School Fund shall be expended in making up
in certain cases the salaries of Teachers in the County to which
and under certain .
conditions. they shall have been apportioned.
Stizthly. To appoint one of his Clerks as his
g" appoint & Deputy, to perform the duties of his Office in case
eputy and spe- . .
cial inspectors in  Of his absence ; and to appoint one or more persons,
certain cases. as he shall, from time to time, deem necessary, to
inspect any school, or examine into any school
matter, in the County where such person or persons reside, and
report to him : Provided, that no allowance or compensation shall
be made to such special inspector or inspectors for any service or
gervices performed by him or them.

Dutles in regard Seventhly. To take the general SuPerintendence
School. of the Normal School ; and to use his best endea-

And text-books.  vours to provide for and recommend the use of
uniform and approved text-books in the schools generally.

School libraries. Eighthly. To employ all lawful means in his
power to procure and promote the establishment of Schoo! Libraries
for general reading, in the several Counties, Townships, Cities,
Plans of school. Towns, and Villages; to provide and recommend
!,}OuseS- . the adoption of suitable plans of school-houses, with
'he  collection .

and diffusion of the proper furniture and appendages ; and to collect
usefulknowledge.  gnd - diffuse useful information on the subject of

education generally, among the people of Upper Canada.

To supmit tothe Ninthly. To submit to the Council of Public In-

lostruction,books  Btruction all books or manuscripts which may be
maquicriptd, &¢. placed in his hande with the view of obtaining the
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recommendation or sanction of such Council, for their introduction
as text-books or libra_ry books ; and to prepare apd "To lay before said
lay before the Council of Public Instruction for its Council, general
consideration, such general regulations for the eEulations, &c.
organization and government of Common Schools, and the manage-
ment of School Libraries as he shall deem necessary and proper. .

Tenthly. To apportion whatever sum or sums of qq
money shall be provided by the Legislature for the neys granted_for
establishment and support of School Libraries : f,‘fe etaplishment
Provided always, that no aid shall be given towards ries.
the establishment or support of any School Library l(':rovx_sq:
unless an equal amount be contributed and expended ,i,?;f’;:,”;‘u‘;{f‘;;;
from local sources for the same object. portionment.

Eleventhly. To appoint proper persons to conduct ;’;‘I’]sal’tl:?igénggrz
County Teachers’ Institutes, and to furnish such teachers’ st
rules and instruction§ as he shall judg:e advisable in ;‘;ﬁs- 2 e,
regard to the proceedings of such Institutes and the instructions for
best means of promoting their objects, in elevating ;i%glig{'nis.the“
the profession of school teaching and increasing its
usefulness.

Twelfthly. To be responsible for all moneys paid g, .ccount for
through him in behalf of the Normal and Model moveys, &e.
Schools, and to give such security for the same asshall be required
by the Governor ; and to prepare and transmit all correspondence
which shall be directed or authorized by the Council of Public In-

struction for Upper Canada.

Thirteenthly. To make annually to the Governor, ;‘;f} Teport anou-
on or before the first day of July, a report of the ernor on certain
actual state of the Normal, Model and Common ™2tters
Schools throughout Upper Canada, showing the amount of moneys
expended in connexion with each, and from what sources derived,
with such statements and suggestions for improving the Common
Schools and the Common School laws, and promoting education
geoerally, as he shall deem useful and expedient.

X, ConsTiTuTioN anp Duties oF THE Councin ofF Pusric
INSTRUCTION.
XXXVI. And be it enacted, That the Governor Council of Publie

. . . Instruction  for
shall have authority to appoint not more than nine vu.c.
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persons (of whom the Chief Superintendent of Schools shall be one)
To consist of o 10 be a Council of Public Instruction for Upper
persons including  Canada, who shall hold their office during pleasure,
:EI?dErf‘tlf T Super- and shall be subject from time to time to all law-
' ful orders and directions in the exercise of their
.ties, which shall, from time to time, be issued by the Governor.
.

Mode of providing XXXVII. And be it enacted, That the Chief
a place and de- . .

fraying the ex- Superintendent of Schools shall provide a place for
Pt of .n¢  the meetings of the Counci'l of Public Instr.uction,
Council; ofcall-  and shall call the first meeting of the Council, and
ing lal;?lﬁ;tym;f: shall have authority to call 4 special meeting atany
ial meeting. time by giving due notice to the other members ;
that the expenses attending the proceedings of the said Counci!
shall be accounted for by the Chief Superintendent of Schools as
Semior clerk in  P2Tt of the coutingent expenses of the Education
the Education Office; that the Senior Clerk in the Education
e ok & Office shall be Recording Clerk to the said Council,
the council, shall enter all its proceedings in a book kept for that
His duties. purpose, shall, as may be directed, procure the books
and stationery for the Normal and Model Schools, and shall keep all

the accounts of the said Council.

Duties  of the XXXVIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the
Council of Public  duty of the said Council of Public Instruction, (three
Instruction. . R
members of which, at any lawful meeting, shall
form a guorum for the transaction of business):

To regulate its First, .To appc?int a Chairman, and establish the
own proceedings,  times of its meetings, and the mode of its proceed-
ings, which Chairman shall be entitled to a second or casting vote
in cases of an equality of votes on any question.

To do all things
necessary for the Sgcondly. To adopt all needful measures for the

permanent estab- permanent establishment and efficiency of the

‘c'f;]“c”';“‘ :’r“‘ ‘e Normal School for Upper Canada, containing one

Normal School.  or more Model Schools for the instruction and train-
ing of Teachers of Common Schools in the science
of education andart of teaching.

Tomake rules fc : . . .
the mnza;;;ez:\ Thirdly. To make from time to time, the rules

and government  and regulations necessary for the management and
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government of such Normal School ; to prescribe %fch:;'f ;’i"’;‘,‘i'.

the terms and conditions on which students shall be ;cff;z;iz‘:fof"“
received and instructed therein ; to select the loca- g erect or pro-
tion of such school, and erect or procure and furnish Sure and furnish
the buildings therefor ; to determine the number and  buildings.
compensation of teachers, and all others who may ;‘;:c:gfx"“zc.

be employed therein; and to do all lawful things '
which such Council shell deem expedient to promote the vbjects

and interests of such school.

E.‘wrlhly‘. To make such r_egu]anons from t'lme To make regula-
to time as it shall deem expedient for the organiza- tions for the or-
tion, government and discipline of Common Schools; g:?;",‘:t,'::m and
the classification of Schools and Teachers, and for <common schools

8chool Libraries throughout Upper Canada. generally-

Fifthly. To examine, and, at its discretion, re- ;‘;‘zorixmﬂg:l"g%o‘;‘;‘:
commend or disapprove of text-books for the use of for schools, and
schools, or books for School Libraries: Provided {‘i’;sf"h“l libra-
always that no portion of the Legislative School Proviso:

Grant shall be applied in aid of any school in which any book is
ueed that has been disapproved of by the Council, and public notice

given of such disapproval.

Sizthly. To transmit annually, through the Chief To accountannu-
Superintendent of Schools, to the Governor, to be 2
laid before the Legislature, a true account of the receipt and expen-
diture of all moneys granted for the establishment and support of
the Normal School.

XI. MiscELLANEOUS Provisions,

XXXIX. And be it enacted, That a sum not ex- ;L-;‘iggel}:?““tr:é
ceeding fifteen hundred pounds per annum shall be Normal School :
allowed out of the Legislative School Grant for the salaries of offi-
cers and other contingent expenses of the Normal School ; and that
a sum not exceeding one thousand pounds per an-  £1000 per annum
pum be allowed out of the :sald grant to facilitate  to fasilitate the
the attendance of Teachers in training at the Nor- teachers in train-
mal School, under such regulations as shall, from &
time to time, be adopted by the Council of Public Instruction.

E
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What moneys to XL. And be it enacted, That the sum of money
common sch:)l;el apportioned annually by the Chief Superintendent of
fand. Schools to each County, Township, City, Town or
Village, and at least anequal sum raised annually by local assessment,
shall constitute the Common School Fund of such County, Town-
Conditions of its EhiPs City, Town, or Village, and shall be expended
apportionment. - for no other purpose than that of paying the salaries
of qualified Teachers of Common Schools : Provided always, that
no County, City, Town or Village shall be entitled to a share of the
Legislative School Grant without raising by assessment, a sum at
least equal (clear of all charges for collection) to the share of the
said School Grant apportioned to it : and provided also, that should
the Municipal Corporation of any County, City, Town or Village,
raise in any one year a less sum than that apportioned to it out of
the Legislative School Graut, the Chief Superintendent of Schools
shall deduct a sum equal to the deficiency, from the apportionment
to such County, City, Town or Village in the following year.

Certai to i i .
Ce e;;e:gfe?; P XLI. And be it enacted, That it may and shall

the establishment  be lawful for the Governor in Council, to authorize
f"fc‘d“l‘r’,‘;lel'fgffm the expenditure annually, out of the share of the
regulations. Legislative School Grant coming to Upper Canada,
of a sum not exceeding three thousand pounds, for the establishment
and support of School Libraries, under such regulations as are pro-
vided for by this Act ; of a sum not exceeding twenty-five pounds
in any County or Riding for the encouragement of a Teachers’ In-
stitute, under the regulations hereinbefore provided ; and of a sum
not exceeding two hundred pounds in any one year to procure plans
and publications for the improvement of School Architecture and
Proviso: the a practical Science in connexion with the Common
mount heretofore  Schools : Provided always, that the amount here-
spportioned i aid  yofore apportioned in aid of Common Schools to the
schools mot to be  several Counties, Cities, Towns and Villages in
lessened.

Upper Canada, shall not be lessened by the appro-
priation of such sums, but they shall be taken out of any additional
amount awarded to Upper Canada, out of the said Grant, in consider-
ation of the increase of its population in proportion to that of the
whole Province.

The nioneys ap- Y H . . S
portionen b XLIL And be it enacted, Thut the sum of money

ly in aid of com- annually apportioned in aid of Common Schovls in
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the several Counties, Cities, Towns and Villages in  mon schools tobe
Upper Canada, shail be payable on or before the first 823?2‘3\.3’? fist
day of July, in each year, to the Treasurer of each County, City,
Town and Villag , in such way as the Governor in Council shall

from time to time direct.

XLIIL. And be it enacted, That if any part of Protection of the
the Common School Fund shall be embezzled or lost gg::in;ognainsstcm(:
through the dishonesty or faithlessness of any party
to whom it shall have been entrusted, and proper security against
such loss shall not have been taken, the person or persons whose
duty it was to have exacted such security, shall be responsible for
the sum or sums thus embezzled or lost, and the same may be
recovered from them by Civil Suit in any Court of Law having
jurisdiction to the amount claimed, by the party or parties enti-
tled to receive such sum or sums, or at the suit of the Crown. p,gyis0.
Provided always, thatif any Secretary-treasurer appointed
by the School Trustees of any school division, or any person having
been such Secretary-treasurer, and having in his possession any
books,  papers, chattels, or moneys, which shall have come into
his possession, as such Secretary-treasurer, shall wrongfully
withhold or refuse to deliver up, or to account for and pay over the
same or any part thereof to such person, and in such manner as
he may have been lawfully directed by any majority of the School
Trustees for such School division then in office, such withholding

- or refusal shall be a misdemeanor ; and upon the application of the
majority of such Trustees, supported by affidavit of such wrongful
withholding or refusal made by them before some justice of the
Peace to the Judge of the County Court, such Judge shall thereupon
make " an order that such Secretary-treasurer or person having been
such, do appear before such Judge at a time and place to beappointed
in such order, which shall, by a Bailiff of any Division Court, be
personally served on the party complained against, or left with a
grown up person at his residence, and at the time and place so ap-
pointed, the Judge being satisfied that such service has been made,
shall in a summary manner and whether the the party complained
of do or do not appear, hear the complaint ; and if he shall be of
opinion that the complaint is well founded, he shall order the
party complained of to deliver up, account for and pay over the
books, papers, chattels, or moneys, as aforesaid, by a certain day, to
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be named by the Judge in such order, together with reasonable costs
incurred in making such application, as the Judge may tax, and in
the event of a noncompliance with the terms specified in the said
order or any or either of them, then to order the said party to be
forthwith arrested by the Sheriff of any County in which such party
shall be found, and be by him committed to the Common Gaol of
his County, there to remain without bail or mainprize until such
Judge shall be satisfied that such party has delivered up, accounted
for or paid over the books, papers, chattels, or moneys in question
in the manner directed by the majority of the Trustees as aforesaid,
upen proof of his having done which, such Judge shall make an
order for his discharge, and he shall be discharged accordingly ;
provided always, that no proceeding under this proviso shall be
construed to impair or affect any other remedy which the said
Trustees may have against such Secretary-treasurer, or person
having been such, or his sureties.

Certificates  of XLIV. And be it enacted, That it may and shall
‘x‘i‘.“'c"f“.;’r'l‘;'.‘ed'}’; be lawful for the Chief Superintendent of Schools,
teachers under  op the recommendation of the Teachers in theNormal
atances, School, to give to any Teacher of Common Schools
a certificate of qualification which shall be valid
: in any part of Upper Canada, until revoked according
Proviso. to law; Provided always, that no such certificate
shall be given to any person who shall not have
been a Student in the Normal School.
Salaries dof S“-d XLV. And be it enacted, ‘That no part of the
g;‘::::s enx::c?:‘:- salaries of the Chief or Local Superintendents of
";:ni:f“t‘fe"s’;fﬁ,‘;] Schools, nor of any other persons employed, or ex-
law, how paid. penses incurred, in the execution of this Act, shall
be paid out of the Common School Fund, which shall, wholly and
without diminution, be expended in the payment of Teachers’ sala-
ries, as hereinbefore provided.
T XLVL And be it enacted, that any person who
ing meetings, &c.  shall wilfully disturb, interrupt, or disquiet the pro-
ceedings of any school meeting authorized to be held by this act or
any school established and conducted under its authority, shall for
each offence, forfeit for Common School purposes, to the School

Section, City, Town or Village, within the limits of which such
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offence shall have been committed, a sum not exceeding five pounds,
and may be prosecuted before any Justice of the Peace, by any per-
son whatever, and convicted on the oath of one credible witness
other than the prosecutor, and if convicted, the said penalty shall,
if not forthwith paid, be levied with costs by distress and sale of
goods and chattels of the offender, under a warrant of such Justice,
and paid over by him to the School Treasurer of such Section, City,
Town or Village ; or the said offender shall be liable to be indicted
and punished for the same asa misdemeanor.

XLVII. And be it enacted, That the first election 33‘32;”?;," R
of Trustees in all the Cities and Towns of Upper ing the first elec-
Canada, as provided for in the twenty-second sec- Done in cities aad
tion of this Act, shall commence at ten of the clock
in the forenoon of the first Tuesday in September, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty, and that the places of election in the several
Woards of each City or Town, together with the name of the Re-
turning Officer for each such Ward, shall be duly notified, by
causing notices to be put up in at least three public places in each
such Ward, and not less than six days before such election, by the
Mayor of each City and Town respectively : Provided always, that
the School Trustees then elected in each City and Town, shall be
subject to all the obligations which have been contracted by the
present School Trustees of such City or Town ; and shall be
invested with all the powers conferred by this Act on School Trus-
tees of Cities and Towns for the fulfilment of such obligations, and
for the performance of all other duties imposed by this Act.

XLVIIL Andbeit enacted, That the Interpreta- Interpretation
tion Act shall apply to this Act; that the word )
% Teacher,” shall include Female as well as Male Teachers;
that the word ¢ Townships” shall include Unions of Townships
made for Municipal purposes ; and the word “ County” shall
include unions of Counties for municipal purposes.

E3
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FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS

FOR EXECUTING THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMMON SCHOOL ACT,
13th and 14th Victoria, chapter 48.
By THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS.

Authorized and required by the third clause of the Thirty-fifth section of said Act.

CHAPTER I

FORMS FOR TRUSTEES, AND FOR THE CALLING OF SCHOOL SECTION,
: MEETINGS, &c.,

In conformity with the Common School Act, 13th and 14th ¥iict., chap. 17, Section 1-14.

Secrion 1. Form of Notice of a First School Section Meeting.

ScaooL NoOTICE.

The undersigned inform the Freeholders and Householders concerned,
that the Munieipal Council of this Township hasformed a part of the Town-
ship into a School Section, to be designated School Section, No. —, and
to be limited and known as follows :—[ Here insert the Description of the
Section. |

The undersigned having been authorized and required by the Municipal
Council to appoint the time and place of holding the first meeting, for the
eiection of Trustees for the School Section above described, hereby notifies
the Freeholders and 'Householders of sdid School Section, that'a Public
Meeting will be held at — on — day, the ~— of ——, at the hour of 10
o’clock, in the forenoon, for the purpose of electing three fit and proper
persons as School Trustees of the said Section, as required by the gchool
Act, 13th and 14th Vict. chap. 48, sect. 4. i

Given under my hrnd, this —— day of ——, 18—. [ Name.]

ReEMarks. Should the person authorized and appointed by the Municipal Council to
rall the tirst Sehool Rection Meeting tefuse or neglect to do so, he subjects himself to a
penalty of one pound five shillings, recoveratie for the purposes of such School Section ;
and, then, any two Houscholders are authorized, within twenty days, on giving six
days’ notice, 10 call a meeting for the election of Trustees. The form of their notice—
to be posted in, at least, three public places in the Xchool Section concerned, and at
least, six days before the time of holding such meeting—should be as follows :—

ScrHooL Novice.

In conformity with the 9th section of the Common School Act, 13th and
14th Viet., chap. 43, the undersigned, Householders of School Section, No.
—., in the Township of -————, hereby give notice to the Freeholders and
Householders of said School Section, that a Public Meeting will be held
at —, on — day, the — of , at the hour of 10 o’clock, in the
forenoon, for the purpose of electing School Trustees for the said Section.

Dated this ——- —_ 18—

ated this day of 18 é 11)3 ; Householders.
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SecrioN 2. Form of Notice, signed by the Chairman and Secretary of @ School Section
Meeting, to be transmitted by the Secretary to the Local Superintendent of Schools
intimating the election of one or more persons as Trustee or Trustees.

—_—— o, 18—,

Str,—In conformity with the Gommon School Act. 13th and 14th Vicet.,
chap. 48, sect. 5, we have the honor to inform you, that, at ameeting of the
Freeholders and Householders of School Section, No.—, in the Township
of ———, held according to law. on the —— day of ——, [ Here insert the
name or names or address of the person or persons elected) chesen
School [Trustee or Trustees) of said Section.

We have the honor to be, SIr,
Your obedient Servants,

. ',Chair'man,
To the Local Superintendent of Schools F. A,
For the County or Township of ——— Secretary.

Section 3. Form of a Notice of an ordinary AxsuaL Scmool, Section Meeting, pur-
suant to the 13th clause of the 12th section of the School dct, 13th and 14tk Fict., chap. 48.

Scroor NoTicE.
The undersigned Trustees of School Section, No. — in the Township of
—, hereby give notice to the Freeholders and Householders of said
School Section, that a Public Meeting will be held at ———, on the second
Wednesday in January, 18—, at the hour of Ten of the clock, in the fore-
noon, for the purpose of electing a fit and proper person as a School Trus-
tee for said Section.

Dated this —— day of ——, 18—. A. B, Trustees of
C. D.,; School Section,
E. F., No. —

Revarks. The above notice should be signed by a majority of the existing or surviving
Trustees, and posted in, at least, three puhlic places of the Rchool Mection, at least six
days before the holding of the meeting. The manner of proceeding at the Annual Meet-
ing is prescribed in the 6th section of the Act.

Should the Trustees neglect to give the prescribed notice of the Annual Section Meet-
ing, they forfeit, each, the sum of one pound five shillings, recoverable for the purposes
ot the School Section, and then any two Householders o% the School Section are author-
1zeg ‘Wilhin twenty days’ notice, tocall such meeting. Their form of notice should be
as follows :—

Section 4. Form of Notice of an Annvar School Section Mecting 1o be
given by two Householders.
Scroor Notick.

The Trustees of School Section, No.—, in the Township of ,
having neglected to give notice of the Annual School Section Meeting, as
prescribed by the 12th clause of the 12th section of the Common School
Act, the undersigned hereby give notice to_the Freeholders and House-
holders of the said School gection, that a Public Meeting will be held at
——, on——, the — day of —, at 10 of the clock in the forenoon, forthe
purpose of electing & fit and proper person as Trustee, as directed by law.

Dated this —— day of ——, 18—.
A. B, % Householders,
C. D., § School Section, No. —.
ReMARE. The mode of proceeding, ata School Meeting thus called, is prescribed in
the Bth section of the Act.
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Secrion 5. Form of Nokice of a School Meeting, to FILL UP A VACANCY created by the
death, per t ab y 7 ity from eickness, refusal to serds, resignation,” &<,
on the part of a Trustee. ’ ) : } R

ScrooL Notice. CoeTami v
Notice is hereby given to the Freeholders and Householders of School

Section, No.—, in the Township of —~——, that a Public Meeting: will

be held at , on the —— day of —; -at the hour of Ten of the clock,

in the forenoon, for the purpose of electing a fit and proper person-as School

Trustee, in -the place of , (deceased, removed; incapatiated from

sickness, absent, Tesignation, or who has refused to serve, as tlze‘case may

¢ ated this — day of A. B., ¢ Surviving Trustees, or Trustee,
s f (asthe case may be.)

Remarks. A Trustee who refuses to serve when elected, forfeits the sum of one
pound five shillings, but having accepted office, if he shall at any time refuse or neglect
to perform the duties of that office he shall forfeit the sum of five pounds, recoverable for
the purposes of the School Section ; but a Trustee cannot be re-elected without his own
consent. (See Sth section of the Actx The mode of proceeding at_a meeting called
as above is the same as at an ordinary Annual School Section Meeting, and is prescribed

in the 6th section of the Act.

Sgcrion 6. Form for Trustees calling SPEciaL Meetings.

: - Specrar ScHoor NoTICE
Notice is hereby given to the Freeholders and Householders of Schoel
Section No. —, in the Township of , that a Public Meeting will be
held at —, on the — day of —— at the hour of — of the clock in — for
the purpose [Here state the object or objects of the meeting.). .
Dated this — day of — A-B.
—_— 18 —. . C.-D. ¢ Trustees.

E. F

ReMargs- It belongs to the office of Trustees to estimate and determine the emount of
the Teacher's salary and all expeuses connected with the school ; but it appertains to
the majority of the Frecholders and Householders of each School Section, at a public
meeting called for the purpose, to decide as to the manner in which such expenses shaill
be provided for, whether by voluntary subscription, by rate-bill on parents or guardians
sending children to the school, or by rate on all the Freeholders and Householders of the
School Section according to property. But should not a sufficient sum be thus provided
© meet the expenses incurred for School purposes, the Trustees are authorized by the
fatter part of the 7thclause of the 12th section, to provide the balance in such manner
as they may think proper. But for all the money received and expended by them, the
Trustees must account annually to their constituents as prescribed in_the 18th clause of
the 12th section. Besides calling Annual School Section Meetings, Trustees are
authorized to call Special Meetings to consider the site and erection of a scheool-house,
the mode of raising a tcacher’s salary, or for any school purpose whatever. The object
or objects of eack school meeting should be invariably stated in the notices calling it ;
and the notices calling any school meeting, should in all cases be put up six days before
h?lding kgu(éh meeting. One form is sufficient for calling a special school section meeting
of any kind. -

8ecTioN 7. Form of Agreém;;w between Trystees and Teacher.

WE, the undersigned, Trustees of School,Seq*ion, No.—, in' the Towi-
ship of ————, by virtue of the authority vested inl us by the 5th’¢lause of the
12th section of the School Act, 13th and 14th Viet,, chap, 4, have chosen
(Here insert the Teacher's name) who holds a certificate of qualification, to
be & Teacher in said School Section ; and Wk do hereby contraet with
and employ him, at the rate of (kere insert the sum in words, in currency,)
per annum, from and after the day hereof; and we further bind and oblige
ourselves, and our successors in office, faithfilly to employ the powers
with which we are legally invested by the said section of said Act, to col-
lect and pay the said Teacher, during the continuance of this agreement,
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the sum for which we hereby become bound—the said sum to be paid to
the said Teacher (quarterly, &c., as the case may be,) Avd the said Teacher
hereby contracts and binds himself to teach and couduet the School, in
said Schocl Section, according to the regulations provided for by the said
School Act.  This agreement to continue (here insert the period of agree-
ment] from the date thereof. A.'B.

Dated this ——day of , 18—, C. D b Trustees.
(Witness) E. F.S
0. K G. H., Teacher.

Remarks, This agreement should be signed by, at least, two of the Trustees, and the
Teacher, and should be entered in the Trustees' hook, and a copy of it given to the
Teacher. The Trustees being a Corporation, their agreement with their Teacher is
binding on their Successors 1n office ; and should they refuse or wiliully ueglect to exer-
cise the corporate powers vested on them, they would te personally lial Ie for the amoung
due a Teacher—see 16th clause of the 12th Section. As to the mode of scttling disputes
between Trustees and a Teacher, see the 17th Section. And, on the other hand,
the Teacher is equally bound to faithfulness in (he perforiance of his duties according to
law. See section 16 ; and clause =, of section 31.

SzcTioN 8. Form of Warrant for the Collection of School Fees.

WE, the undersigned, Trustees of School Section, No. —, in the Town-
ship of — in the %ouuty of , by virtue of the authority vested in us
by the 8th clsuse of the 12th sect. of the Act, 13th and 14th Viet., chap. 48,
hereby authorize and reqnire you (here inscrt the name and residence of the
person appointed to collect the Rute Bill,) after ten days from the date
hereof, to collect from the several individuals in the annexed Rate Bill, for
the period therein mentioned, the sum of money opposite their respective
names, and to pay, within thirty days from the date hereof, the amount so
collected, after retaining your own fees, to the Secretary-Treasurer, whose
discharge shall be your acquittance for the sum so paid. And in default of
payment on demand by any person so rated, you are hereby authorized and
required to levy the amount by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of
the person or persons making default. ' A. B.
Given under nur hands this — C. D.; Trustees.
day of —-, 18—. E. F.
To the Collecter of the School Section No. ——, Township of

Form of Rate Bill, as authorized by the second and eighth clauses of the 12th section
of the Act—to be annexed to the foregoing H'arrant.
Rate Biiw of persous liable for School Fees, in School Section, No.—, in
the Township of —, for the [Month or Quarter, &e.,} commencing the
~—— duy of —, and ending the —— day of —, 18—.

] ‘Total
NAMES {5 _2|| Amountof || Amountof | Amount of ||amount of
of B £ {| Rate Bill Rate Bill Collcetor’s || Rate Biil
PARENTS §§ || per (month || per [month Fees, at for the
or £E < ||orquarter,]} || or quarter,] tive per |{{monthor
GUARDIANS. Z’O g|| &e., for for Fuel, cent. quarter,
1| Tuition. Rent, &c. &e.]
£.]s. | (|£.|s |p. |£ }s | D ||£.]8. l D.
Given under our hands, this — A. B,
ay o . 18, W. 1., » Trustees.
. F.,



50

SecTioN 9. Form of Receipt to be given by the Coll , on receiving the ]
named in the Rate Bill.

REcrivep from (here insert the person’s mame,] the sum of [here write
the sum in_words,) being the amount of his [or her} Rate Bill, for the
[Month or Quarter, &c.,] ending on the day of 18—.

A. B., Collertor.

Dated this

Exrraxatory Revarxs on lie Imposition and Collection of Rate Bills, &e—

1. The Codlector showld take a Recoipi iruin the Secretary-treasurer, for all moneys
puid him.  The Secrewary-treasurer sivnld al~o take a Receipt 1romn the Teacher for all
moneys paid him.  The toking and giviag receipis for money paid and received will
prevent errors and misunderstandings.

2. The Trustees can riise the 2rhool fees by voluntary subsceriptions, if they please.
They can also appoiat the Sehcol Teucher w aet o Collector, it e chooses 10 accept of
the appointwent, and (0 give the reqaire.| seenrity.  ‘The T'rustees ean also, if they judge
it expedient, imnose any Rote Bill which they may think necescary for renting, aml
repairing and turni- a Nehonl-house, or for the ‘Feacher’s salary, upou the inhabi-
tants of their School * u, or they can apply to the Municipadity of their T'ownship to
imposc and collect such raie for tho=e purposcs.

3. As the 2clivol Accounts of encl yenr must be kept separate by the Chief Superin-
tendent of Schinols, so must the Neie Bills. The Rate Lidl- and the Warrants can be
made out for a month, or for one or more Quarters of a year, at the same time, as the
Trustees may thiok expedient, )

4. Those parents and guardians who pay the Rate Bills to 'he Hecrctary-treasurer, or
Collector, w/thin ten daus trow the date of such Rate Bill, and witliout being called upon
for it, will be exempt from payiong the Collecicr’s Fees. .

5. The Collector, by virtiae of the Warram frutn the Trustees, ¢an enforce payment of
the Rate Bill by distress and the sale of goods, {rom any persou who resides, or has
goods and chattels within the limits v the Sehool Section.  For the mode of proceeding
by the 'Trustees in case of persons rated, who way not at_the tinse of collecting the Rate
Bill reride or have goods and chatiels within the limits of the School Section, scc eleventk
division of the 1:2th Bection of the Act.

8. The ‘Trustces should make the apportioument for Fuel ér muney, as oue jtem in the
Rate Bill, and tlieu exercise their own (li=cretion as to whether the item for (uel should
be paid in mouey or wood—fixing the price per corl, to he ‘allowed for the wood,
describing the kind of wood, and the maunner in which it should be prepared for the
Bichool. In case any person shoulkd fail to pny the amount of his wood-bill, in the man~
ver and at the tiwe prescribed by the Trustees, the paynient should, of course, be
eaforced in the sawe marnocer as that of the School Teacher’s wages, and the amount,
thus collected, paid for ihe purchase of wood.

18—.

day of

Section 10, Form of Trustees’ Order upon the Local Superintendent.

To the Local Superintendent of Schools for the Township or County of

Pax to lhere inserithe Teacher's name] or Order; out of the School Fund
apportioned to School Scction, No.—, in the Township of ——~, the sum
of (here write the sum i words]

Dated (bis

A. B,
, 18 —. C. D.,} Trustees.

day of

Remargs. No part of the School Fund is allowed to be paid for any other purpose
than for the salary of the Teacher ; and the Local Superintendent is not authorized to give
a cheque upou the County Treasurer or Sub-treasurer to pay the School Fund moiety of a
Teacher's salary Lo any other than the Teacher interested, or 1o some person authorized
by the Teacher toreceive it. ’
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Sgorion 11. Form of Jeed for the Site of the Common School House, Teacher's
Residence, &c. *

This Xnvcnture, made the day of , in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and -—, in pursuance
of the Acr to facilitate the conveyance of Real Property, between
——, of the Township { Village, Town or City] of , in the County
of — , and Province of Canada, of the first part, and the Trustees
of School Section Number ——, in the Township of » in the County
of , and Province aforesaid, of the second part,

TWituesscth, that in consideration of ——, of lawful
money of Canada, now paid by the Trustees of the School Section
aforesaid to the said party of the first part, who hereby grants unto the
Trustees of the Schoal Section aforesaid, their Successors and Assigns
for ever, all that Parcel of Land, &c.

Is Taust for the use of a Common School, in and for School Section
Number —, in the Township of , and in the County and Province
aforesaid.

THE said —— —— EOPLNANLE with the Trustees of the
School Section aforesaid, that he hath the right to convey the said Lands
to the Trustees of the School Section aforesatd. And that the Trustees
of the School Section aforesaid shall have quiet possession of the said
Lands : Free From Incumsrances. And the said CoOVENANTS
with the Trustees of the School Section aforesaid, that he will execute
such further assurances of the said Lands as mayv be requisite.

¥ witncss wWhereof, the said parties hereto have hereunto

set their hancs and seals in the day and year before mentioned.

J.D. (seal)
F. H. (seal.)
8. M. (seal)
1. B. E

Signed, Sealed and Delivered in presence of

LG
F.R.§ WWitnesscs.

Remargs, 1. If the Grantor be a married man, hi< wife’s name must be inserted in
the Deed, and this phrase added after the word *requisite :° And ————
wife of the said ———— ———, biereby bars her dower in the said Lands,

2. When, however, the land has descended to tlie wife ia her own right, she must,
besides juining with her husband in the Coanveyance, appear lwfore two Justices of the
Peace, to declare that »he has parted with her estate in the land ivtended to be conveyed
without auy coercion or fear thereol by or on the part of her hushand ; and the Certificates
of such Justices minst appear on the hack of the Conveyance the day of its execution.,
The form of (he Certificaie is as fullows :— e the undersigued Justices of the Peace
for —————, o herehy hat onoliis day of ————, 13—, at —— the
within Deed wits duly cuted in the presence of , by
wife uf —— , one of the Grantors therein named 5 and that (he said —
at the said time awl place, heing examived by us, apart lrow her hushand, did appear u;
give her coaseat to depart with her estuie in the lauds weotioned in the saill Deed, freely
and volustarily, and wirhout coercion or fiar of coercion on the yart of her hushand, or
of any other persub or persuns whatsuever.” “R. W—  J. P,

YA MN— J. P

]
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2. If the Deed be for the Site of a School-house in a City, Town or Incorporated Villages
the words, Board of School Trustees for such Qlty, Town or Village shpuld be mser!.ed
instead of the words * Trustees of School Section Number—", &c., in the foregoing
form. See the 24th and 26th Sections of the Act.

8ecTioN 12. Form of the Annual Report of School Trustees to the Local Superin-
tendent of Schools.

Note. A copy of a blank form of the Annual School Report to be filled up and forwarded
w0 the Local Superintendent before the 15th of January in each year, will be furnished o
each set of Trustees. For the items of information to be included in the Report, see the
19th clause of the 12th Section of the Common School Act, 13th and 14th Vict., chap. 48,

According 10 the thirteenth section of the Act, any Trustee wilfully signing a false
report, will render himself liable 10 a severe penalty ; and also, according to the sizteenth
clause of the twelfth section, in the event of his refusing or wilfully neglecting, at any
time, to perform his duty.

N. B. Remarks on the Duties of Trustees will be found in the General Regulations,
ehapter VI, section2. The list of School Books, Maps, &c., authorized by the Council of
Public Instruction for Upper Canada, with their prices annexed, will be found on page
63.

It is to be observed, that, according to the fifteenth clause of the twelfth section, it 18
e duty of each Corporation of Trustees to procure annually, * for the benefit of their
Bchool Section, some periodical devoted to Education.”” The price of such a periodical
is, of course, to be charged by the Trustees to the contingent expenses of their School
Section, and included in the School Rate.

CHAPTER II.

FORMS FOR TEACHERS OF COMMON SCHOOLS.
SecrioN 1. Form of @ Teacher’s Receipt.

1. Form of a Receipt to Parents or Guardians on the payment of their
Rate Bill.

REcE1veD from [here write the name of the Pupil or person paying) the
gum of (here write the sum in words) currency, in payment of the Rate Bill
due from (here write the name of the person in whose behalf payment is
made] to School Section No.--, in the q‘ownship of , for the [month
or quarter] ending the —— day of y 18—,

Dated this — day of 5 18—, A. B., Teacher.

Remargs, When the payment of the Rate Bill is made by the Parent or Guardian
concerned, the receipt should state it accordingly.

The payment of the Rate Bill to the Teacher, within the time which may be prescribed
by the Trustees, will exempt the person thus paying it from the payment of the Collector’s
fees. The Teacher should, of course, apprise the Collector of all payments made to
him, go that the Collector may not be at the trouble of calling upon such persons ; and
ehould the Teacher not inform the Collector of such payments within the time prescribed
by the Trustees, he should be liable to pay the Collec tor the usual Fees for the unnecessary
trouble imposed upon hiln by such Teacher’s neglect.

2. Form of a Receipt to Trustees.

RECEIVED from the Trustees of School Section No. —-, in the Township
of ————, the sum of lhere write the sum in words] currency, in payment
of my salary in part {07 in full] for the [ month or quarter,] ending the ——
day of 5 18—, A. B., Teacher.
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SectioN 2. Form of Teacher's Circular Nitice of the Quarterly Ezaminatien of Ais
" School. : ) :
. : School Section No. ——
: . : — ., I§—.
Sir,~1n conformity with the 3rd clause of the 16th Section of the Com-
mon School Act, 13th and 14th Vict., Chapter 48, the Quarterly Exami-
nation of the School Section No. —, will be held on — day, the —— of
————, when the pupils of this School will be publicly examined in' the
several subjects which the{ have been taught during the quarter now
closing. The Exercises will commence at 9 o’clock, A. M., and you are
respectfully requested to atterid them. :
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
To C. D., School Trustee, or Visitor. A. B., Teacher.

RemaRKs, A copy of the above Notice ought to be sent to each of the Trustees, and
to as many Visitors of the School Section as possible. Clergymnen are School Visitors o1
any Township in which they have pastoral charge; all Judges, Members of the Legis-
lature, Members of the County Council and Justices of the Peace, are School Visitors of
the Township in which they reside. The Teacher should address a circular notice o
those of them who reside within two or three miles of hig School ; he is, also, required
10 give notice, through his pupils, to their Parents and Guardians and to the neighbour-
hood, of the Examination. -

For Holidays and Vacations, sec General Regulations, Chapter VI, Section 1. Fov
Rermarks on the Duties of Teachers, see the same Chapter, Section 3, pages 57 and 59.

SecTioN 3. Form of a Teacher's School Register.

(A Blank Form will be prepared.)

NotEe. As the first clause of the thirty-first Section of the Act contemplates the distri-
bution of the 8chool money to the several sections of a Township according to the attend -
ance of pupils at School, and not aceording to School population, the Teacher who fails
to keep a full and accurate account of the attendance of pupils at his school, lessens th»
resources of the School Section. No Teacher is entitled to his salary who neglects o
keep a full and accurate School register. On the other hand, according 1o the thirfeenth
Bection of the Act, any Teacher who shall keep a false School Register, or make a fals>
School return, will render himself liable to a severe penalty.

N.B. The order of the Trusiecs delivered to a Local Superintendent will be the Supes -
intendent’s authority and receipt for the cheque upon the County or Sub-Treasurer, and
that cheque will be the Treasurer's receipt for the amount specified on the face of it.

CHAPTER IIL

FORMS FOR TOWNSHIP COUNCILS.

8rcrion 1. Form of Notice to be given by the Township Clerk to the person dessgnated
by the Municipal Authority to a%oim the time and place of the first School Section
Meeting.
Townsuipr CLerk’s OFFICE,
_— e 18—,
Sir,—1 have the honour to inform you, that in conformity with the 3rd
clause of the 18th section of the Common School Act, 13th and 14th Viet.,
Chap. 48, the Municipal Council of this Township has authorized and
required you, within twenty days aiter receiving this notice, to appointthe
time and place of holding the first School Mecting for the election of three
Trustees for Schoo! Section No. ——, which School Section is bounde«_i aad
may be known as follows : [Hcre insert the description of it.] Copies of

F
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your Notice are to be posted, in at least three public placeés in the School
Section above described, at least six days before the time of holding such
meeting. I am, Sir, .
Your obedient Servant,
A. B., Township Clerk.

Remargs. In notifying the formation of several School Sections, or the formation of
of Sections, the phraseology of the notices should be varied, at the discretion of
the Township Clerk, and in accordance with the proceedings and directions of the

uncil. .
The Notices of School 4. s, and A for the erection and furnishing
of School-houses, for the purchasing of School Sites, &c., may be given in such a man-
Rer as the Council shall direct.
For Form of Deed for a Sehootl Site, &c., see Chapter I, Section 12.

8geTiox 2. Form of intimating to Trustees the alteration of their School Section.
Townsaip CLerk’s OFFICE,

Str,—In conformity with the 4th clause of the 13th section of the Com-
pron School Act, 13th and 14th Vict. chap. 48, 1 have to acquaint you that
the Municipal Council of this Township has altered the School Section of
which you are Trustee, in the following manner: [Here insert the changes
which have been made, and the description of the neao School Section.)
These changes will go into effect from and after the twenty-fifth day of
next December, according to the 4th.clanse of the 18th Section of the Act.

You will please communicate this notice to the other Trustees of your
8shool Section. I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

A. B., Township Clerk.

o D. E. »
Trustee of School Segtion No.—, Township of —— o

Remarg. In giving notice of the formation of Union School Sections, see the rerarks
at the end of the following section 3.

T

Becrior & Form of intimating to the Local Superintendent of Schools the alteration
of a School Section,

Townwsarer CLERKR’s OFFICE,

-— 18—,

Sir,--In conformity with the 4th clause of the 18th Section of the Com-
mon School Act, 13th and 14th. Vict. Chap. 48, I have to acquaint you that
the Municipal Council of this Township has altered School Section, No.
—, in the following manner : (Here wmsert the changes which have been
wade, and the description of the new School Section.) These changes go
‘tato effect from and after the twenty-fifth day of next December, according
to the 4th clause of the 18th Section of the Act.

t Iam, Sir,
Your °b2die1§" Servant,
. B., Township Clerk.

The Local Superintendent of Schools ’ v

for the County or Township of ———u.

N.AB. When the Union School Section is formed or altered, as authorized by the 5th
Proviso of the 4th clause of “the 18th Section, the Clerk of the Township in which the
Schoul-house of such 1 niion Section is situated, should communicate the requisite notices

to the parties goricerned.  Hee 6th proviso of the 4th clause of the 18th Section, compar
jweith (hedth Section ot the Act, ? pced
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CHAPTER 1V.

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR COUNCILS AND TRUS-
TEES IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND INCORPORATED VILLAGES,

1. The forty-seventh and twenty-fifth seclions of the Act requite' the
Mayors of Cities and Towns and the Town Reeves of Incorporated
Villages to call the first School Meetings in their respective Municipalities
for the election of Trustees. The sections of the Act referred to are so
explicit as to the manner in which such notices should be given, that it
would be superfluous to insert any form for them in this place.

2. According to the fwenty-sizth section and the ninth clause of the
twenty-fourth section, the annual and special meetings for the election of
Trustees, and for any other school purpose, are to be called by the Board
of School Trustees of each City, Town, or Incorporated Village. The
notices in every such case should be siyned, in behalf of the Board
of Trustees, by the Chairman or Secretary,—should be given to
the taxable inhalitants of the city, town, ward, or village concerned,
and should specify the object of the meeting called. With these remarks,
the forms for calling annual and special schoel meetings in townships
by School Trustees, given in the first chapter of these Forms and In-
structions, will afford a sufficient directory to Trustees in Cities, Towns
and incorporated Villages for calling similar meetings. The same refer-
ence may be made in respect to the forms of School Rate-bills and
agreements with Teachers, as far as it may be thought expedient to
adopt them.

3. School Trustees of Cities, Towns and Incorporated Villages, will
also adopt such forms as they may think proper, in laying, from time to
time, before their respective Councils estimates of the sums required by
them for Common School purposes ; likewise in preparing for publication
the annual reports of their proceedings, as required by the elcventh clause
of the twenty-fourth section.: To facilitate the performance of the duty
required by the latter part of the same clanse, a blank annual report will
be prepared and transmitted ‘to the Board of Trustees in each City,
Town and incorporated Village. This remark does not, of course, apply
to incorporated Villages the current year (1850,) until the end of which,.
their present School Section divisions and Trustees remain unchanged,
and will report as heretofore by filling up the blank reports provided for
them.

4. The School Registera and Visitors’ books kept in each Common
School of any City, Town, or incorporated Village, are the same as
those required to be kept in each Common School of a township ; res-
pecting which, see remarks in chapter I of these Forms and Instructions.
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CHAPTER V.

FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR COUNTY COUNCILS,
COUNTY BOARDS OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, AND LOCAL
SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS.

. The Duties of County Councils, or the Councils of Unions of
Counties, (see 48th section) are so clearly stated in the several clauses
of the twenty-seventh Section of the Act, that it is needless to make any
explanatory remarks in reference to them ; nor is it necessary to furnish
any forms for bonds of security required of County Treasurers or Sub-
Treasurers of School moneys, or forms of notices required of each County
Clerk to each Local Superintendent of his appointment and of the amount
of money apportioned to the Township or Townships of his charge, and
to the Chief Superintendent of the name and post-office address of the
County Treasurer and of each Loeal Superintendent of Sehools in the
County, and also transmitting to the Chief Superintendent a copy of all
the proceedings of the County Council on School matters, and an ab-
atract of the auditors’ annual report to the Council.

The Treasurer of each County, City or Town (see section 42) should
either apply personally, or appoint some person at the Seat of Govern-
ment, to apply and receive the Legislative School Grant apportioned to
such County, City or Town. The proper form of a Power of Attorney for
that purpose must be familiar to every officer concerned ; also that each
euch Power of Attorney must be witnessed, signed, and forwarded in
duplicate.

2. On the fidelity and ability with which County Boards of Public
Instruction fulfil the functions assigned to them in the 29th section of
the Act, depend the character and efficiency of the Schools as affected by
the character and gualifications of the Teachers. Much has been said
about incompetent Trustees and their employment of incompetent Teach-
ers ; but Trustees cannot employ suck Teachers by means of the School
Fund, unless suth Teachers are licensed to teach. It therefore remains
with the County Boards (chiefly with the Local Superintendents) to say
whether a penny of the School Fund shall be misapplied in payrent of
any intemperate, immoral, or incompetent Teacher. In giving certificates
of qualification, County Boards should not, therefore, regard individual
applicants, but the interests of youth, the destinies of the rising and
future generations of the country. As the fifteenth Section of the Act
recognizes the validity of Local Superintendents® certificates of qualifica-
tions until the expiration of the current year (1850,) the functions of
County Boards in this respect will hardly commence until the year 185},
before which time a Programme! of Examination and Lnstructions, as
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authorized by the twenty-ninth Section of the Act, will be provided,
according to which the futuré examinations and classification of Teachere
will be conducted and determined.

3. No Local Superintendent will need a form for notifying the Trus-
tees of each School Section within his jurisdiction of the amount of the
School Fund apportioned to such Section for any one year; or of a form
of cheque upon the County Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer for school
moneys in behall of legally qualified Teachers. No explanation can
make the important duties of each Local Superintendent plainer than the
several clauses of the thirty-first Section of the Act; and the form of
conducting the correspondence which the duties of his office requires, is
left to his own judgment. The Chief Superintendent of Schools will
furnish each Local Superintendent with a blank annual report for himself
and for the Trustees of each School Section within his charge.

MISCELLANEOUY REMARKS.

1. Appeals to the Chief Superintendent of Schools, &¢.—All parties concerned in the
operation of the Common School Act have the right of appeal to the Chief Super-
intendent of Schools; and he is authorised to decide on such questions as are not
otherwise provided for by law. But for the ends of justice—to prevent delay,
and to save expense, it will be necessary for any party thus appealing to the Chief
Superintendent : 1. To furnish the party against whom they may appeal, with a correct
copy of their commuynication to the Chief Superintendent, in order that the opposite
party may have an_opportunity of transmitting, also, any explanation or answer that
such party way judge expedient. 2. To state expressly, in the appeal to the Chief
Superintendent, that the opposite party has thus been notified of it. It must not be sup-
posed that the Chir. " :perintendent will decide, qr form an opinion, on any point affect-
ing different part ., without hearing both sides—whatever delay may atany time be
occasioned in or.cr to secure such a hearing,

2. The foregoing directions do not, of course, refer to communications asking for
advice on doubtful points, or prudential measures of a local or general character.

3. Communications generally.—The parties concerned are left to their own discretion
as to the forms of all communications, relating to Common Schools, for which specific
Forms are not furnished in the foregoing pages.

4, All communications with the Government, relating to Schools conducted under the
authority of the Common School Act, 13th and 14th Vietoria, Chapter 48, should be made
through the Education Office, Toronto.

5. Communications with the Government, not so made, are referred back to the
Education Office, 10 be brought before His Excellency through the proper Department—
which ocgasions unnecessary delay and expense.

CHAPTER VL

GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION, GOVERNMENT AND
DISCIPLINE OF COMMON SCHOOLS IN UPPER CANADAj
Adopted efter mature consideration, by the Council of Public Instruction, as authorized
By the Act, 13th and 14th Vicloria, Chapter 43, Section 32

Sectiox 1. Hours of Daily Teaching, Holidays and Vacations.

1. The hours of teaching each day shall not exceed six, cxclusive of all
the time allowed at noon for recreation. Nevertheless, a less number of
hours for daily teaching may be determined upan in any school, at the
option of the Trustees.

3
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2. Every alternate Saturday shall be 2 holiday in each scho9l

3. TJ,lere shall be three vacations durmg each year; the ﬁ;st, eight days,
at Easter; the second, the first two weeks in August; the third, elghl
dgys, at Christmas.

4. All agreemems between Trustees angd Teachers shall be subject to the
foregoing regulations ; and no Teacher shall be deprived of any part of his
salary on account of observing allowed Hohda.ys and Vacations.

SecTioN 2. Dutics of.' Trustees.

1. The full and explicit manner in which the duties of Trustees are enu-
meraled und slated in the several clauses o{xhe twelfth section of the Act,
renders jt unnecessary to do more, in thisplace, than make some expository
remarks on the pature of the general duties of Truslees, and the relations
subsisting between them and the Teachers whom they employ The law
invests Trustees with most important functions ; they are a corporation,
aad s such, the ownexshlp and control of the School site, School- house,
and all the property attached thereto, is vested in them; they are to provide
and furnish the School-house and premises, and apparatus and text-books
for the’ School and they alone have anthomy to employ the Teacher.
Théir duties are, therefore, of the greatest lmportance, and they should be
well understood.

Whlle the Trustees employ the Teacher—agree with him as 10 the
peuod during which he shall teach, and the nmount of his remuneration—
the mode of teaching is at ‘the option of the Teacher : and the Local
Supe;mtendent and Visitors alone havearight to advise him on the subject.
The Teacher is not a mere "machine, and no Trustee or ‘parent should
agtempt fo reduce him to thatposn}qn. His character and his interest alike
prompt him to make hxs instructions as efficient and popular as possnble H
and if he 'does not give satisfaction, he can be dlsmxssed according to the
terms of his agreement wi‘h his emplovers. To interfere with him, and
deprive him of his discretion as a Teacher, and then to dismiss him for
inefliciency, which is the natural and usual result, is to inflict upon him a
doyble wrong, apd frgqqen!ly injures the pupils themselves, and all parties
concerned Tt should then be d;punctly understood, as essential to the
Teacher’s character, posmon and success, that he Jjudge for himself as to
the mode of teaching in his school, mcludmg, of course, the classification
of pupils, as well as the manner of instructing them. It is, nevertheless,
the duty of the Trustees to see that the school is conducted according to
the regulations authorized by law.

3. Itis therefore lmportaut that Trustees should select a competent
Teacher. The best Teacher is always the cheapest He {eaches most,
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and inculcates the best habits ¢f learning and mental development, ina
glveu time ; and timé and proper habits are worth more than money,
both to ‘pupils and their parents. Trustees who pay a Teachér Tairly and
punctually, and treat him properly, will seldom want a ood Teacher

To employ an incompetent person, because he offers his mcompelentser-
vices for a sinall sum, is a waste of money, and a mockery and lnjury of
the youth of the neighbourhood. We entirely conciir with the National
Board of Education in Irelan(l, in the followmg estimate of the quahtles
of a good Teacher :— -

¢« A Teacher should be a person of'Christian sentiment, f calm temper, and discretion:
he should be imbued with the spirit of peace, of obedience to the law, and of loyalty to
his Sovereign ; he should not only possess the art of commumcanng knowledge, but be
capable of mouldmg the mind of youth, and of giving Y6 'the power, which education
confers, a useful direction. These are the gualities for which Patrons [or Trustees] of
ScHools, when makmg choice of a Teacher, should annously look.”

4. Trustees will always find it thc best economy to have a Gommo-
dious School-house, kept comfortable, and properly furnished. It js as
difficult for pupils to learn, as it is for the master to teach m an unl’ur-
nished and comforlless school house

5 In the selection of Books to be used in the school, from the gener-
8l list authorized according to law, the Trustees ghould see that but one
series of Reading books, one Arithmetic, or one for l.ho begmners and
another for the more advanced pupils, one Geography, &e. shoulgl be
used in any one school, in order that the scholars may be classified in the
several branches which they are studymg Heterogeneous school books
(however good each book may ‘be'in itself) render classification impossi-
ble, increase the labour and waste the time of the Teacher, and retard the
progress of the pupils. But the Teacher and puplls ‘fabour at the’ greaf-
est disadvantage, when they are compelled to use books Whlch are a8
vauoua as the- scholars names,

BECTION 3 —Duties of Teachers,

The sixteenth section of the School Act prescnbes, in explicit and
comprellenslve terms, the'duties of Teachers ; apd no Teat.her can le-
gally claim his salary ‘who' dlsregards the requiréments of the law.
Among other things, the Actrequires each Teacher to ‘* maintain proper
order and discipline in his school, aceording to the forms and regulations
which shall be provided accerding to law.”” The law makes it the duty
of the Chief Superintendent of Schools to provide the forms; and the
Council of Public Instruction prescribe the following regulations for the
guidance of Teachers in the conduct and discipline of their schools,

It shall be the duty of each Teacher of a Common School ;—

1. To receive courteously the Visitors appeinted by law, and to afford
them every facility for inspecting the books used, and to examine into
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the state of the school ; to have the Visitors’ book open, that the Visi-
tors may, if they choose, enter remarks in it. The frequency of visits
to the school by intelligent persons, animates the pupils, and greatly
aids the faithful Teacher.

2. To keep the Registers accurately and neatly, according to the pre-
scribed forms ; which is the more xmportantunder the present School
Act, as the 31st section of it authorizes the distribution of the local school
fund according to the average attendance of pupils attending each school.

3. To classify the children according to the books used ; to study
those books himself; and to teach according to the improved method
recommended in their prefaces.

4. To observe himself, and to impress upon the minds of the pupils, the
great rule of regularity and order,—A TIME AND A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING,
AKD EVERYTHING IN ITS PROPER TIME AND PLACE.

5. To promote, both by precept and example, CLEANLINESS, NEAT-
wess, and pecency. To effect this, the Teacher should set an exaample
of cleanliness and neatness in his own person, and in the state and gen-
eral appearance of the school. He should also satisfy himself, by personal
inspection every morning, that the children have had their hands and
faces washed, their hair combed, and clothes cleaned and, when neces-
sary, mended. The school apartments, too, should b@swept and dusted
every evening.

6. To pay the strictest atiention to the morals and general conduct
of his pupils, and to omit no opportunity ofmculcatmg the principles of
TrutH axDp HonesTy ; the duties of respect to superiors, and obedience
to all persons placed in authority over them.

7. Toevince a regard for the improvement and general welfare of his
pupils, to treat them with kindness combined with firmuness; and to aim
at governing them by their affections and reason, rather than by harsh-
ness and severity.

8. To cultivate kindly and affectionate feelings among his pupils ; to

discountenance quarrelling, cruelty to animals, and every approach to
vice.

Scetivn 4,—Duties of ¥Visilors,

1. The thirty-second section of the Act provides that all Clergymen
recognized by law of whatever denomination, Judges, Members of the
Legislature, Magistrates, Members of County Councils, and Aldérmen,
shall be School Visitors ; and the thirty-third section of the Act pre-
scribes their lawful duties.

2. The parties thus authorized to act as Visitors, have it in their
power to exert an immense influence in elevating the character and
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promoting the efficiency of the schools, by identifying themselves with
them, by visiting them, encouraging the pupils, aiding and counsgeliing
Teachers, and impressing upon parents their interests and duties in the
education of their offspring.  In visiting schools, however, Visitors
should, in noinstance, speak disparagingly of the instructions or man-
agement of the Teacher in the presence of the pupils; but if they think
it uecessary to give any advice to the Teacher, they should do it pri-
vately. They are also desired to communicate to the local or Chief
Superintendent any thing which they shall think important to the inter-
ests of any school visited by them. The law recommends Visitors,
‘¢ especially to attend the Quarterly Ezaminations of the Schools.”” Itis
hoped that all Visitors will feel it both a duty and a privilege to aid, on
such occasions, by their presence and influence. While it is competent
to a Visilor to engage in any exercises which shall not be objected to by
the authorities of the school, itis expected that no Visitor will iutroduce,
on any such occasion, any thing calculated to wound or give offence to
the feelings of any class of his fellow Christians.

3. The local Superintendents are School Visitors, by virtue of theil
office, and their comprehensive duties, as such, are stated with sufficient
minuteness in the 3rd clause of the 31st section of the School Act. While
each local Superintendent makes the careful inquiries and examinations
required by law, and gives privately to the Teacher and Trustees such
advice as he may deem expedient, and such counsel and encouragement to
the Pupils, as circumstances may suggest, he will exhibit a courteous and
conciliatory conduct towards all persons with whom he is 1o communicate,
and pursue such a line of conduct as will tend tv uphold the just influence
and authority, both of Trustees and Teachers.

4. Too strong a recommendation cannot be given to the establishment
of Circulating Libraries in the various Townships, and School Sections.
A Township Association, with an auxiliary in each School Section,
might, by means of a comparatively small sum, supply popular and useful
reading for the young people of a whole Township. [Itis submitted to the
serious atteation of all School Visitors, as well as Trustees, and other
friends of the diffusion of useful knowledge.

SecTioN 5. Constitution and Government of Schools in vespect to Religious and
Moral Instruction.

As Christianity is the basis of our whole system of Elementary Edu-
cation, that principle should pervade it throughout. Where it cannot be
carried out in mixed Schools to the satisfaction of both Roman Catholics
and Protestants, the law provides for the establishment of separate Schoolsl
And the Common School Act, fourteenth section, securing individua.
rightsas well as recognizing Christianity, provides, ** That in any Model
or Coimmon School established under this Act, no child shall be required



62

Yo tead or study in or from any religious book, or to join in any exercise of
devotion_or religion, which ‘chall be objected to by his or her parents
or guardians: Provided always, that within this limitation,, pupils. shall
be allowed to receive such religiousinstruction astheir parentsor guardians
shall desire, according to the general regulations which shall be provided
according to law.” S

In the section of the Act thus'quoted. the prineiplé of religious instriction
in the schools is recognized, the restriction within which 1t is to be given
is stated, and the exclusive right of each parent and guardian on the subject
is secured, without any interposition frem Trustees, Superintendents, ox
the Government itself. ’

The Common School being a day, and not a boarding school, rules.
arising from domestic relations and “duties are not required: and as the
pupils are under the care of their parents and guardians on Sabbaths, no
regulations are called for in respect to their attendance at public worship.

In regard to the nature and extent of the daily religious exercises of the
School, and the special religious instruction given to pupils, the Councir
oF Pusric Instruction For UppEr Canapa makes the following Regu-
lations and Recommendations :—

1. The public religious exercises of each school shall be a matter of
mutual voluntary arrangement between the Trustees and Teacher; and it
shall be a matier of mutual voluntary arrangement between the Teacher
and the parent or guardian of each pupil, as to whether he shall hear such
pupil recite from the Scriptures, or Catechism, or other summary of reli-
glous doctrine and duty of the persuasion of such parent or guardian.

uch recitations, however, are not to interfere with the regular exercises
of the school. :

2. But the principles'of religion and morality should be inculcated upon
all the pupils of the school, What the Commissioners of National Education
in Ireland state as existing in schools under their charge, should charac-
terize the instruction given in_each school in Upper Canada. The Com-
missioners state that **in the National Schools the importance of religion
is constantly impressed upon the minds of children, through the works
calculated to promote good principles and fill the heart with love for reli-
gion, but which are so compiled as not to clash with the doctrines of any
Egmcular class of Christians.’” In each school the Teacher should exert

is best endeavours, both by example and precep!, to impress upon the
minds of all children.and youth committed to his care and instruction, the
principles of piety, justice, and a sacred regard to truth, love to their
country, humanity and universal benevolence, sobriety, indunstry, frugality,
chastity, moderation and temperance, and those other virtues which are the
ornament of society- and on. which a free constitution of governmeat is
founded ; anditis t\Yue duty of each Teacher to endeavour to lead his pupils,
as their ages and capacities will admit, into a clear understanding of the
tendency of the above mentioned virtues, in order to nreserve and perfect
the blessings of law and liberty, as well as to promote their future happi-
ness, and also to point out t~ them the evil tendency of the opposite vices,

By Order of the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada.
' J. Groree Hoparns,

Epvcation Orrice, Toronto, ' Recording Clerk, )
Adopted the 5tk day of August, 1850, C. P. 1.
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LIST ON SCHOOL BOOKS.

** Published under the direction of the Commissioners of National Educa-
tion in Ireland”’--prepared by practical and experienced Masters--and
recommended by the Council of Public Instruction for Upper ©anada,
to be used in Canadian Schools ; logether with the mazimum retail prices
at which those Books will be sold, by parties re-printing or importing
them. (The Council of Public Instruction has also recommended
Lennie’s English Grammar, and sanctioned the use of Kirkham’s
English Grammar and Morse’s Geography.)

) CURRENCY.
First Book of Lessons, ... . ooooooiiiea ... 0s 24
Second ditte -
Sequel to Second Book, .-
Third Book of Lessons, -.
Fourth ditto e e e eiaet s
Fifth ditto (Boys’) eoioiiieiea...
Reading Book for Girls’ School, ..._...._..__
Introduction to the Art of Reading, ...
Spelling Book Superseded

Compéndium of
Geography Generalized, by Professor SuLLivay, o......
Introduction to Geograply and History, by ditie, _..
First Arithmeticy oo oo oo

Keyto ditto,  ceenomo e R
Arithmetic, in Theory and Practice, ... ... ..__._.
Book-Keeping, - coeooeii e e
Key to 1Mo —omcaen
Elements of Geometry,
Mensuration, --occoco--
. Appendix toditto, ... ... .. . .

Scripture Lessons, (O. T.)

Ditto (0. T)

Ditto (N.T.)

Ditto (N.T.)

. Sacred Poetry, ........_... e wremtmaammemanas
" Lessons on the Truth of Christianity, .
Set Tablet Lessons, Arithmetic, .......

O O M R i N O RIS W WS C IS =

Ditto Spelling and Reading, .
Ditto Copy Lines, -....._...._.....

Map of the World, ...« oo 24
¢ Ancient World, <o oiooas 18
‘e Burope, «ooo e iaaa 18
o ASI, e cnne———- 18
s AfrCa, o ieeaaaaals . 18
“ AMeriCa, oo e imeiiieeaaanas 18 o
© England, ... ..o .o 18
o Scotland, - [ reeee-. 18
¢ Ireland, .o . l... 18

P T oo C CO OO CCR NN CORNOORNNRNOORRRNCADORRC®

‘¢ Palestine, «oocemecemiieincianiaaaa. IR 18



64

CIRCULARS

FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TO
THE VARIOUS MUNICIPAL AND OTHER OFFICERS CONCERNED IN
. THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE NEW COMMON SCHOOL ACT FOR
UPPER CANADA.

(CIRCU}LAR.] [orFrciaL.]

To'the Wardens of Counties and Unions of Counties in Upper
Cunada, on the Duties of Counly Municipal Councils under the
new Common School Act, 13th and 14th Viet. Chapter 45.

EpucaTion OFricr,
Toronto, July 31st, 1850,
Sir,

T have the honour to transmit to you herewith, a copy of the
new Common School Act for Upper Canada, which, having passed
the Legislative Council and Assembly, received the Royal sar ction
and came into force on the 24th instant ; and I desire to direct the
attention of the Council over which you have been chosen 1o pre-
gide, to the duties which will devolve upon it under the provisions
of this Act.

Though the Act is new, the provisions of it are mere renewals
of the provisions of the general School Act of 1846 and the City
and Town School Act of 1847—combined into one Act, with a
new and more simple arrangement, and such additional provisions
as experience has suggested, and the progress of the schools and
the new system of Municipal Councils seem to require. The du-
ties of the County Councils under the new School Act are substan-
tially the same as were those of the District Councils under the
School Act of 1846, with this exception, that the County Council
is relieved from the task of forming and altering school-sections,
and of considering applications and levying assessments for the
erection and repairs of school-houses,

Under our present system of Municipal Councils, a two-fold
provision has been made to enable the people, through their local
representatives, to meet together and manage their local affuirs ¢
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The one is by the meeting of the representatives of the several
Townships collectively in County Councils; the other is by the

. meeting of the several representatives of 2 Township in such Town-
ship separately. It is the several Townships that act in the one
case as well as in the other ; but in the one case they act collective-
ly, and in the other separately. Of course some diversity of opinion
may naturally exist as to the precise parts of a school system
which can be best managed by the Townships in their collective or
separate representative capacity. After large consultation and
much consideration, it has been decided that the Townships separ-
ately can best arrange the boundaries of school-sections and do
what may be deemed expedient in providing school sites, and for
erecting and repairing school houses and imposing other school-
section assessments ; but that the Townships can best consult
collectively in regard to the selection of proper School Superintend-
ents, and can best arrange for the more uniform, certain and punctual
providing and payment of the local assessment moiety of the
School Fund.

It will be seen by the first section of the new School Act, that
all lawful proceedings and obligations of every deseription which
have taken place under former school acts are eonfirmed until fulfil-
led or modified according to the provisions of this Act. The du-
ties of the County Council are specified in the several clauses of the
27th section of the Act.

1. The first and immediate duty of the County Council will be
Lo cause to be levied wpon the several Townships represented in the
Council a sum'or sums at least equal (clear of all charges of col-
lection) to the sum or sums of money apportioned to them for the cur-
rent year out of the Legislative School grant. That apportionment
1 have notified to the Clerk of your Council, as required by the 35th
section of the Act. If any of the Township Councils in your County
have anticipated theapportionment of the Legislative grant, and have
levied a sum or sums for the payment of the salaries of teachers equal
to the amount of the legislative grant apportioned to such munici-
palities therein, then it will be unnecessary, in such cases, for the
County Council to impose any further assessment.  But in every
case the County Council must see that the local assessment part of
the School Fund is available to Teachers before the end of the
second half-year—the Legislative grant part of it being payable at

G
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the end of the first half-year. In the neighbouring state of New-
York, this order of proceeding is reversed. The County assessment
part of the School Fund must be imposed and collected and attested
to the State Superintendent, before the State part of the Fund
apportioned to any County can be paid. In my circular addressed
to Wardens of Districts, and dated January 16th, 1348,* I called the
attention of Municipal Councils to the great injustice to Teachers,
and injury to the efficiency of the school system, arising from the
non-payment of the local assessment part of the School Fund at the
end of the year. Several Councils provided forthwith for the future
punctual payment of the amount of the local school assessment
prescribed by law, on or before the fourteenth day of December of
each year. What several Councils se promptly and advantageously
did in the cases referred to, the new School Act requires to be done
in every case.

2. The securing, and mode of paying, the local School Fund is
another subject which will engage the attention of the County
Council. The new School Act contemplates but one financial
officer and his subordinates in each county. If the payment of
the School moneys in each District. by one financial officer (in the
person of the District Superintendent of Schools) has, during the
last few years, been attended with no inconvenience equal to
the advantages of it, of course no greater inconvenience will be
experienced by confining the payment of such moneys to the
County Treasurer. But if the County Council deem it expedient,
it can appoint any number of sub-Treasurers, even to the Treasurer
of each Township as a sub-Treasurer, duly providing for uniformity
of responsibility and obligation in the method and punctuality of
payments of school-moneys. Under this system, local Superintend-
eats will be under no temptation, at any time, from considerations
of personal convenience, to withhold or delay the payment of school
moneys ; they will be relieved from keeping financial accounts, and
from giving sureties as heretofore.  The mode of accounting for
the expenditure of school-moneys will be extremely simple and com-
plete. No receipts need be given or token. The order of the
Trustees in behalf of a legally qualified Teacher will be the Local
Superintendent’s authority in each instance, for his cheque upon

* See Appendix to the Provinsial School Report for 1847, page 81. -
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the County-Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer ; and the Local Superin-
tendent’s cheque will in each instance be such Treasurer or Sub-
Treasurer’s receipt for the school-money paid out by him. 'The
duty of the County Auditors will be plain and easy ; and the school
moneys will be best secured against every kind of misappropriation.

3. The next most important duty which the new School-Act
devolves upon the County Council, is the annual appointment of
Local Superintendents of Schools. I believe that it is generally
agreed that it is not expedient or desirable to have both County and
Township Superintendents ; but as to which class of these local
school officers should be provided, there is considerable diversity of
cpinion—some preferring a County Superintendent, others desiring
Township Superintendents. The new School Act leaves the de-
cision of this question to the choice of the Local Representatives
of the people assembled in County Councils—each Council having
authority 10 appoint a School Superintendent for each Township, or
for two, three or four Townships, or for a County, provided it does
not contain more than one hundred Schools. In some municipali-
ties, where the duties of the office have been very imperfectly dis-
charged, doubts are entertained by many persons as to the utility
of the office at all ; but this is not the case where the office is filled
with ability,diligence and skill; and School Countries are unanimons
in ‘their judgment and practice as to the vast importance of an
efficient local inspection and supervision of schools.*

* The following remarks, from a late New-York School Report, deserves
the deep attention of all Municipal Councils, School Trustees and other
friends of popular education:

¢ The success of schools is based upon two things which are closely con-
nected and mutually dependent on each other ; viz. the pre-eminent moral
and intellectual qualifications of teachers, and the active and vigilant super-
vision of inspectors to render the methods of teackmg more and more perfect.
If either of these be wanting, the whole fabric receives a shock from which
it is unable to recover. The great and important object is to have good
schools. To have none isa great disadvantage ; but to have bad schools
in which error is taught and learned, isa great misfortune. A superintend-
ing power is the main spring of all schools. A moment’s reflection will
satisfy any one that the whole must hinge upon it. If the education of the

eople be seriously taken up, we may rest assured that the whole vigor and
ife of that education will depend upon the system by which it is to be regu-
lated. If it be weak and insecure, the schools will make no advance ; they
may, by some transient circumstances, have a momentary success, but theys
will be no security that they do not speedily fall back into a deplorable state
of langour. If, however, these schools are placed under a vigorous and active
government, the spirit of that government will be communicated to every
part of the machine, and will impart to it life and motion.” '
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The new School Act, by fixing the minimum of the allowance of
a Local Superintendent, has relieved the Municipal Council of what
has often proved an embarrassing and thankless duty. During the
last session of the New-York State Legislature, a Bill was introduced,
on the recommendation of the State Superintendent of Schoolsand the
Report of a Select Committee, providing for the abolition of the office
of Town Superintendents and the appointment of a School Superin-
tendent for each Legislative Assembly District—analogous to an
electoral rfding with us, The salary of each Superintendent was
fixed at $500 per annum. There are 128 Assembly Districts and
11,000 Schools in the State-—giving an average of about 86 schools
to each Superintendent, who was required to visit each school twice
a year, with a remuneration of nearly six dollars per school. With
us, under the new School Act, the Local Superintendent is required
to visit each school under his charge at least once in each quarter,
and to deliver a public educational lecture in each section once a
year, besides various other duties prescribed by law ; and the min-
imum of his remuneration is fixed at one pound per school—a less
sum than is given to Local Superintendents by most of the Town-
ship Councils from which I have heard the present year.  Persons
who offer their services at a very low figure in order to get an of-
fice, generally do little that is of any value after they get the office,
end then justify their inefficiency by the plea that they do more
than they are paid for. It is of very little importance to the people
at large whether a Local Superintendent receives a few shillings
more or less per school ; but it is of the greatest importance to
them and their children, whether an able supervision be provided
for their schools. Under the provisions of the new School Act,
new and feeble Townships can be provided with an efficient School
Superintendence, and aided, if not altogether relieved, in regard to
its remuneration.*

* This provision in regard to the dutiesand minimum of Local Superintend-
ents, 1 first submitted to the consideration of the Government on the 23rd of
February, 1849. Tt formed the 23rd Section of a then proposed ** Draft of
Bill making further provision for the improvement of Sommon Schools in
Upper Canada,”’—designed to remedy the defects of the then existin
School law, and to adapt it to the provisions of Mr. Attorney-General
Baldwin’s Municipal Council Bill, then before the Legislature.” The fol-
lowing are the reasons I assigned for this nrovision :

. ““The Tiwenty-third Section confers upon '1'ownship Superintendents, with-
in the limits of their respective jurisdictions, the powers of District Super=
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The Schnol Act imposing upon a local Superintendent not gnly’
miscellaneous duiies which require judgment and knawledge nf men
end things, but a risitorial examination of .each School qneg a
quarter, (which, if conducted as the law expressly enjoins, capnet
‘be performed in more than two Schools a-day,) and a lecture gu
education in each School Section once a year, and the examigation
of ‘Teachers for the Schools, the County Council should spare 5o
pains to search oyt and appoint-men as Jocal Superintendents who
will command publie attention as lecturers, who understand the trye

intendents, with two vitally important provisos :—The one fixing the migi-
‘mum of the allowance to Township Superintendents, [at one pound per
School ] the othey prescribing additional duties of the highest jmportance
to the progress of Common Schools [namely, that the Superintendent should
visit each School once a quarter, and deliver a lecture on Eduéation in each
-Bection, oncea year.] Without these provisas, [ think the system of Fown-
.ship Superintendents will prove a failure, asit has done in the State of New-
York ; with these provises, T think it will add very greatly tq the efficienc
of onr Common School System. In the * Municipal Corporations Bill,? {
perceive the minimum of allowance to certain officers is prescribed by law;
and 1 think such a provision absolutely essential to the ethciency of the office
“of Township Superintendent. The inefficiency of the late office of Town-
ship Superintendent was, I am persuaded, chiefly owing to the absence of
the provises which I here propose. In some instances, persous offered to
perform the duties of Township Superintendent gratuitously, and sueh offers
were invariably accepted ; but that gratuitous zeal soon subsided ; and.as
gratuitous service is irresponsible service, those who performed it consider-
ed themselves entitled to gratitude for the little that they did, rather than
liable to blame for the much that they did not. Besides, when there were
rival candidates for the office, the lowest bidder almost always received the
largest suffrage ; but when once in office, he would proportion his work 1o
his compensation. Such was the tendency and practical effects of the sys-
tem; although there were many honourable exceptions. And a still worse
effect of that system was, the appointment, under such circumstances, of
many incompetent persons. The first proviso which I propose, will remove
all competitiou for the office-upon pecuniary grounds; and while the com-
pensation will be such as to secure the services of competent persons, the
duties enjoined by the second proviso_can hardly be discharged, or even at-
tempted by incompetent persons. The second proviso will prevent the
Councils from appointing persons who are not competent to prepare and
-deliver lectures; and persons who are competent to do that will be most
likely to be qualified to inspect and superintend the Schools— their qualifi-
.cations for which will be necessarily increased by their obligations to pre-
pare public lectures on such subjects. The second proviso will produce,
per annum, 12,000 school visits of Superintendents, instead of 3,000, agat -
present, besides, 3,000 public school lectures,—one in each School Section,
in Upper Canada. The vast amount of good which will result from such
an arrangement, can scarcely be estimated.’’—** Correspondence on :
subject of the Sckool Law for Upper Canada,* lately laid before, end printed,
by '‘order of, the cht:;lahw Assembly, page 32.
a
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principles of school organization and the improved modes of school
teaching, who will do justice to the great interests entrusted to
them by their examinations of teachers, their visitations of schools
and their patriotic exertions to diffuse sound education and know-
lege as widely as possible. I doubt not each County Council will
respond to the spirit of the New-York State Superintendent of
Schools, when he says, “It is fervently hoped that in every election
hereafter to be made of a Local Superintendent, the most compe-~
tent individual, without reference to sect or party, will be selected.
On such a subject, where the good of their children is at stake, men
should dismiss their narrow prejudices, and tear in sunder the
#ackles of party. They should consult only the greatest good of
the greatest number of the rising generation. They should direct
their preferences to those only who are the ardent friends of youth-
ful progress—to those only, the smoke of whose incense uffered in
this holy cause, daily ascends to heaven; whose lips have been
touched with a burning coal from the altar.”

And as the selection to the office of Local Superintendent of
Schools should be made upon the sole ground of personal qualifica-
tion and character, and irrespective of party considerations, so
should the duties of the office be performed in the same spirit.
During the recent discussions in the Legislative Assembly on tire
School Bill, it was averred on all sides that the office of Chief
Superintendent of Schools was and should be non-political—that
whatever might have been the political opinions of the incumbent,
or of his mode of advocating them, previously to his appointment
to office, that, as in the case of a judge, he should take no part in
party political questions during his continuance in office. On this
principle I have sacredly acted since my appointment to office, as
was admitted in gratifying terms by all parties in the discussion
referred to ; and I think the same principle should be insisted upon
by each County Council in respect to each local Superintendent of
Schools, and should be faithfully acted upon by every person filling
that important office, thus making it equally confided in by all
clasges of the community. I am sure every Municipal Council in
Upper Canade will agree with me, that the entire superintendence
of the School system, in all its parts and applications, should e
petfectly free from the spirit or tinge of political partizanship—that
ita influence, like the genial light and warmth of the sun, should be
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employed for the equal benefit of all without regard to party, sect,
or colour.

Tt will, of course, be a matter of discretionary consideration with
each County Council, as to whether it will leave any or all the
Township Superintendents in office during the remainder of theé cur-
rent year, before re-appointing or changing them. If not re-ap-
pointed or changed, the present local Superintendents will, of course,
(as provided by the first Section of the Act) be paid for the
current year by the Council appointing them, and according to its
agreement with them. But they must henceforth perform their
duties according to the provisions of the nrew School Act,—the
basis and authority for all Common School proceedings of every
description. In all cases where the superintendence of Schools in
any Township has not been provided for the current year, it will
be necessary for the County Council to supply that essential instru-
mentality in the payment of the School moneys and the supervision
of the Schools.

4. In respect to the exercise of other powers with which the Act
tirvests the County Council, I do not think it necess.ry to make
more than one or two remarks. I trust that by the commencement
of next year, provisions will be made for the establishment of School
libraries, when the County Council will be able to judge as to the
mode in which it can best employ its legal power for the introduo-
tion and diffusion of that most potent element of high civilization.
The County Council is, of course, the best judge whether and to
what extent it may be desirable and expedient to make provision
% to give special or additional aid to new or needy School Sections,
an the recommendation of one or more Jocal Superintendents.” It
will be important that the County Council see that all balancea of
School moneys yet unexpended and in the hands of any local Super-
intendent, and all Township Assessments for raising part of the
current year's School fund, be paid into the hands of the County
Treasurer or Sub-treasurer, and expended and accounted for in tha
manner prescribed by the Act.

5. The spirit in which the provisions of the new School Aet
Liave been, generally speaking, discussed and adopted in the Legis-
lature, I regard as an omen for the good of our coudtry, and worthy
of imitation in all Municipal and Local School proceedings through-
out Upper Canada. Party differences were not permitted to mar
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this great measure for the education of the people ; end although
there were individual differences of opinion among men of different
parties as to some details of the Bill, yet men of all parties united
in the support of its general principles, and in an earnest desire and
effort to render it as perfect as possible in all its provisions. I
hope that no party spirit will be permitted to impair the efficiency
of its administration in any Municipal Council, public meeting or
Corporation. In the great work of providing for the education of
the young, let partizanship and sectarianism be forgotten ; and all
acting as christians and patriots, let us each endeavour to leave our
country better than we found it, and stamp upon the whole rising
and coming generations of Canada, the principles and spirit of an
active, a practical, a generous, and christian intelligence.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

E. Ryersor.
To the Warden of the County of- .

fcircuLAR.]

To the Townrceves, on the Duties of Township Councils under
the new Common School Act for Upper Canada.

Epucation OrFrice,
Toronto, 12th August, 153D,
Sir,

In the eighteenth, and two following sections of the new
Common School Act for Upper Canada, (a copy of which 1
herewith transmit) special powers and duties are conferred
upon Township Councils, in addition to the general powers
given them in the third clause of the thirty-first section of the
Municipal Corporations’ Act, 12th Victoria, chapter 81. On
the duties which are thus devolved upon Township Councils,
and this part of our School system, I think it proper to offer a
few practical remarks.
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As in common life, there are some things which each indi-
vidual can do best alone, and other things which can Ye best
accomplished by combination with others ; so in our Municipal
and Common School systems, there are some interests which
can be best promoted by the Townships separately, and others
which can be best consulted by the union of several Townships,
assembled, through their representatives, in County Council.
The line of demarcation which the Legislature hasdeemed it most
natural and advantageous to draw,.in prescribing the respective
duties of Township and County Councils, (that is of Townships
separately and collectively,) in the administration of the School’
system, 1 have pointed out in my Circular to County Wardens;
a.xlld I need not, therefore, further allude to the subject in this
place.

1. The authority and duty of the Township Council to levy
assessments on certain conditions for the purchase of schoolsites,
the erection of School-houses, and other Common School pur-
poses, are so plainly stated in the first clause of the 18th Sec-
tion‘as to require no other remark than this—that the inhabitants
of each School Section ought certainly to be the judges as to
assessments levied upon them for the school purposes of their
own section, and their wishes should be carried into effect
without regard to the opinions of any person not belonging to
their Section ; and as the Councillors are the proper represen-
tatives of the Township on Township affuirs, so should the
Trustees of each School Section gor a majority of them) be
regarded as the representatives of such Section in its School
affairs. Such are the true principles involved in this clause of
the Act.

2. The second clause of the 18th Section of the Act, author-
izes the Council, at its discretion, to establish a Township Model
School. The attempts of local Councils to establish Model
Schools have thus far proved entire [ailures; and, with one
exception, I think the money applied by the Councils and from.
the School Grant for such Schools, has done little good. The
late District Councils have, in every instance except one, aban-
doned the attempt. I would suggest to each Township Council
to consider such a matter well before undertaking it.  To the
success and usefulness of a Model School, a model teacher, at
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any expense, is indispensable, and then a Model School-house
properly furnished, and then judicious and energetic manage-
wment.

3. The third and fourth clauses of this Section, relate to the
authority and duty of the Council in regard to the formation
and alteration of School Sections.  T'e formation and altera-
tion of School Sections is a duty, on the judicious performance
of which, the efficiency of the Schools greatly depends. The
conditions and precautions provided in the new Act relative to
the time and manner of making changes in the limits of School
Sections, will prevent the recurrence of the evils which have
been experienced and the complaints which have been fre-
quently made on this subject, and afford due protection to all
parties effected by such changes. The duty of forming and
altering School Sections, which was formerly enjoined upon
District Councils, now devolves upon Township Councils. 1
know not that I can add anything on this point to the remarks
which I made in my first Circular addressed to the Heads of
District Municipal Councils, 1st ¢ ciober, 1846, Subsequent
experience has only confirmed me in the correctness and im-
portance of those remarks, which are as follows :—

“Auch—very much—in respect to the efficiency of Common Schocls depends upon
the manner in which the provision ot the law is acted upon. The tendency is 10 form
emall School Seetions,; each parent is anxious to have the Sclhioul-housc as close to his
awn door as possible.  But the evil of forming small School Scctions is as great as the
focal tendency isstrong. I bave heen much impressed with the magnitude of this evil by
the reports of Schoul Ruperintendents and Inspectors in the States of Massachusetts and
New York—countries sinilarly sitnated to our own, and w liore experience on this im-
portant subijeet is highly valuable to us.  They represent that the efficiency and useful
ness of their Schools has been greatly retarded by the unwise multiplication of School
Bections—thus multiplying feeble and inetlicieut Schools, &c., subdividing the resources
of the inhabitants, as to put it out of their power to bhuill proper School-houses, or sup~
port cumprtent teachers without incurring a burthen which they are unwilling, if not
unable to hear. The saine documents also contuin many curious statistics, proving that
on an av o, the puctual attewlauce and proficiexcy of pupils residing from one to
two il roun the 2ehonl far exceeds that of those pupils who reside within a less*dis-
tance.  T'he purport of these statewents is to show, that proxiniity to the School is not
esscutial either to the punctual attendance or to the proficiency of pupils,  The managezs
of Common Rehnol education in these States have of late vears directed their particular
attention to prevent and remedy this evil of small 8chool Svetions ; and they detail many
exanples of beneficial suceess. Some of the advantages of large School Secticus are, the
lessening of the hurthen, upen each inhabitant, in establishing and supporting the
gchools 5 the crection of better buildings, and the procuring of yreater conveuiences for
instruction 3 the cnploynient of Letter teachers, and, therefore, the benetit of letter edur
catiou for youth. 'T'he’subject ix, therefore, submitted to the grave cousideration of the
Council, whenever the exercise of this part of its powers may be required.”

4. It will be observed that special provision is made for the
formation and alteration of union School Sections, consisting of
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parts of two or more Townships, and that alterations of Sections
and the formation of separate Sections, provided for in the 19th
Bection, take effectthe 25th day of December—thus preventing
the incnnvenience resulting from alterations in School Sections,
in the course of the year, and at the same time providing that
the annual returns of children of school age residing in each !
Section the last week in December, shall be a proper basis on
which to distribute the School Fund to School Sections the
ensuing year. It is hardly necessary for me to direct the
attention of the Council to the notifications required by the
third and fifth clauses of this Section of the Act. It isimportant
thatthe local Superintendent should be made acquainted with
all proceedings relative to the Schools of which he has the
oversight ; and for that reason provision is made in the 5th
Bection, the 12th clause of the 12th Seciion, and the 5th clause
of this 18th Section of the Act. .

5. The provision of the 19th Section, as far as it relates to
separate Protestant and Roman Catholic Schools, is substantially
the same as that contained in the 55th and 56th Sections of the
School Act of 1843 and in the 32nd and 33rd Sections of the
School Act of 1846, with the exception that the present Act
imposes more effective restrictions and conditions in the estab-
lishment of such schools than either of the former Acts referred
to. Under the City and Town School Act of 1847, the estab-
Jlishment of separate schools in Cities and Towns was at the
discretion of the Municipalities, and not at that of the applicant
parties. No complaints having been made against this provision
of the law, even in cities and towns, it was at first proposed
to extend the application of the same principle and provisions
to Township Municipalities ; but objections having been made
to it by some (both Protestant and Roman Catholic) Members of
the Legislature, the provision of the former School Act was
re-enacted—requiring however, the petition of twelve heads of
families instead of ten inhabitants, as a condition of establishing
a separate school, and aiding it upon the principle of average
attendance, instead of at the discretion of the local Superinten-
dent, as under the former acts. But notwithstanding the exist-
ence of this provision of the law since 1843, there were last
year but 51 separate scheols in all Upper Canada—nearly as
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many of them being Protestant as Roman Catholic ; so that
this provision of the law is seldom acted upon, except in ex-.
treme cases, aud is of little consequence for good or for evil—
the law providing effectual protection against interference with
the religious opinions and wishes of parents and guardians of
all classes, and there being no probability that separate schools
will be more injurious in time to come than they have been
in time past. It is also to be observed, that a separate school
is entitled to no aid beyond a certain portion of the School-fund
for the salary of the Teacher. The School-house must be
provided, furnished, warmed, books procured, &c. by the per-
sons petitioning for the separate school. Nor are the patrons
or supporters of a separate school exempted {rom any of the
local assessments or rates for Common School purposes.
The law provides equal protection for all classes and de-
noniinations ; if there be any class or classes of either Protest-
ants or Roman Catholics who are not satisfied with the equal
protection secured to them by law in mixed schools, but wish to
have a school subservient to sectional religious purposes, they
should, of course, contribute in proportion, and not tax a whole
community for the support of sectarian interests.

6. The twentieth section of the Act provides, under certain
circumstances, for the incorporation of all the Schools in a
Township under one Board of Trustees, like all the Schools in
Cities and Towns. This would supersede the necessity of the
School-Section divisions of a Township, and establish one in-
terest and one management for all the schools in such Town=
ship. In the State of Massachusetts, this option is given, as
the inhabitants of each town (called township with us) can have
each school managed by an elective committee of three (anal-
ogous to our Trustees), or all the schools managed by Select
Men (a Board of Trustees) for the whole town. The Hon.
Horace Mann states that schools managed according to the
latter method, are generally more efficient than those managed
by separate committees. But the towns there are smaller in
geographical extent than our townships. I am not prepared
formally to recommend Township Boards of Trustees; but I
think it is well for the inhabitants of each Township to have
the power of adopting it, if they desire to do so.
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7. before concluding, ' ‘desire tb advert to the relief which
the provisions of this Act afford "Municipal Councils in the
settlement of school-section disputes. Heretofore, a very con-
siderable portion of the time of” syme Municipal'‘Councils has
been occupied in the inyestigation and discussion of such dis-
putes, at a heavy expense to the Municipalities, and often to
the satisfaction of no party. Besides, it was hardly fair to
make an elective Council a fudicial tribunal for the impartial
trial of matters, affecting, in a considerable proportion of cases,
one or more individual Councillors themsglves, or one or more
individual constituerits, by whom one or more Councillor-judges
had been opposed or supported at municipal elections, or
whose anticipated support or opposition at future elections
might, place Councillors in a position equally painful in the
investigation of such matters. It is a grave question of civil
polity, whether popularly elective bodies should be invested with
Judicial functions. The judicial decisions of such bodies have
generally been most severely criticized, and have exposed their
authors to more odium than have any other judges been liable
to for their decisions. The judicial decisions of the highest
elective hody in the land—the Legislative Assembly—have
been questioned even in the smallest matters,—such as a deci-
sion on the conduct of a newspaper reporter towards one of
its own members. I have always, therefore, considered it
impolitic and unjust to Councillors to impose upon them the
task of investigating and deciding upon personal matters of
dispute between their constituents, or in which they themselves
might be considered as interested parties. The new Act is
free from this objection. It will be seen by referring to the
eleventh section, to the 18th clause of the twelfth section, and to
the seventeenth section, that the new Act provides for the settle-
ment of nearly all probable school-section disputes, by a simple
unexpensive system of logal arbitration, (without appeal Jto
the Chief Superintendent, or to any other tribunal)—a mode of
settling disputes which I hope will soon become general
throughout tlfe province. :

8. I hope to have it in my power, in the course of a few
months, to present each Township Council in Upper Canada
with a copy of a valuable work on School Architecture—con-
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taining a great variety of plans of school-houses and premises,
specifications, and every information necessary to aid in the
erection and furnishing of school-houses, and providing every
description of school-apparatus. I trust that each Township
Council will do honour to its important position in this great
work of the country’s education, and by the united and indivi-
dual example of its members, speedily succeed in rendering a
good school accessible to every child in the Municipality. I
believe the present School Act furnishes greater facilities than
any preceding one for the accomplishment of this object; a
party, a selfish, a slothful spirit alone can defeat it.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

E. Ryersox.

[CIRGULAR.]

To each local Superintendent of Common Schools in Upper Canada
on their duties under the new Common School Act.

Ebpucarion OFFicE,
Toronto, 12th August, 1850.

Sir,—With this Circular you will receive a copy of the new
School Act for Upper Canada, 13th and 14th Vic., ch. 48, and
of the Forms and Instructions necessary for its due execution.

The duties which this Act imposes upon local Superin-
tendents are of the gravest importance ; and it ison the nature
of these duties and the manner of discharging them, that I
gesire to address you on this occasion.

The new Act relieves each local Superintendent from being
a Treasurer of school moneys, from keeping financial
accounts, and from giving bonds with sureties to the Municipal
Council appointing him. The County Treasurer isthe respon-
gible officer for the safe keeping and prompt payment of the
County School Fund, upon the orders of local Superintendents.
Whatever balances of School moneys may chance to be in
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your hands, should be forthwith handed over to your Couaty
Treasurer—you taking his receipt for the same.

1. The 'duties of each local Superintendent are clearly
pointed out in the several clauses of the thiriy-first section of
the Act. The first duty mentioned is, to apportion the School
money notified to him by the County Clerk, to the several
School Sections within the limits of his charge. This he is to
do according to the average attendance of pupils in cach School,
unless otherwise instructed by the Chief Superintendent of
Schools. The local distribution of the School Fund among the
several schools according to average attendance (the mean
attendance of pupils for both winter and summer being taken)
is an important provision of the law, and based upon reasons
which will be found in a note ;* but it should not be adopted

* This provision of the new Act was first submitted by me to the consideration of the
Governor-General in Council the 14th October, 1348, in transmitting 'the draft of a short
bill designed to remedy some of the defects of the School law of 1846. The reasons
assigned for the introduction of this new principle into the law relative to the apportion-
ment of School moneys, were as follows :—

s« The Twelfth Section proposes giving a discretionary power for the distribution of the
School Fund in each District to the several Schools, according to aftendance, instead of
according to School population. “I'he Bathurst District Council has strongly advocated
attendance as the basis of distributing the District School Fund. As population has been
invariably adopted in all the popular School Laws with which I have met, as the basis
of distributing the local School Fund of each County or Town, as well as the Statc or
National Fund to the several Municipal localities, I hesitated in proposing any other
until within a few months since, when I received the last Annual Report of the Massa-
chusetts Board of Education, in which I find this distribution of the School Fund recom~
mendcd to the Legislature with a force of argument which, I think, cannot be resisted.
I find experienced persons whom I have consulted of the same opinion. 1 find on exam-
ination, that in many large School Sections, the attendance of pupils is often not larger
than in small ones. Distributing the School Fund according 10 afteadance will therefore
be favourable to small Sections. 1 find also that the attendance of pupils in new and
poor rural Sections and Townships is larger in proportion to the whole School population,
than in older Townships and Cities or Towns. The adoption of the proposed principle
of distribution, will therefore be favourable to the newer and poorest sections of the
country. This is the result of a most extended inquiry into the statistics of School atten~
dance as compared with School population in the State of Massacusetts ; and the Secre-
tary of the State Board of Education concludes his argument on this point with the
following impressive remarks : —

« ¢Tt is most obvious, then, that an apportionient of the income of the School Fund,
according to the average attendance of children upon tbe School—taking the mcan of
attendance for both summer and winter schools—would conduce grcatly to the benefit
of the smaller, the more agricultuzal, and the inore sparsely populated Towne. 1t would
distribute the bounty of the State on the principle of helping those who help themselves.
It would confer the benefit of the income on the children who attend the public Schools,
instead of bestowing it in hehalf of children who attend  Academies and private Schools,
and never enter public Schools at all ; and thus it would give a practical answer to the
pertinent question why money should be given to those who disdain to use it. And,
lastly, it would be a new ar, ent of great weight in many minds in favour of a more
uniform attendance upon School ; because, the deiention from 8chool of any child who
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without previous and full notice to all parties concerned, It
is not, therefore, to beadopted the present year. Y(?u will th‘is
year apportion the School money to the §eve1:al sections within
the limits of your charge entitled to receive it, (as in former
years) according to the ratio of children over five and under
sixteen years of age in such sections respectively, as compared
with the whole number of children of the same ages in the
Township, or each Township, under your superintendence,
In my Circular to County Clerks, 1 have adverted to the man-
ner in which these data should be furnished to any local Super-
intendent who may not have obtained them,

9, [Taving apportioned the school money to the several sec-
tions within the limits of his charge, the local Superintendent’s
next duty is to pay the money thus apportioned to legally
qualified Teachers, and no others, on the lawful orders o” Trus-
tees. The proviso of the fifteentZ section of the Act gives
validity to the certificates ot qualification by local Superin-
tendents during the present year. No Teacher who has not
such a certificate, or who cannot procure one, is entitled to
any part of the School Fund. Before the end of the current
vear, I trust regulations and provisions will be made for the
more uniform and thorough examination of Teachers, and the
nore systematic and equitable classification of them. In my
circular to Wardens of Counties, and in my remarks in chapter
V. of the Forms ana Instructions, I have sufficiently adverted
to the manner of paying Teachers, and accounting for School
moneys under the provisions of the new Act.

3. The next, and of all the duties of -the local Superinten-
dent, the most vitally important, is the inspection of Schools.

ought to b in it, would diminish the Town's share of the _income, and thus inflict palpa-
ble injustice, not only on the absentec, but on all other children in the Town.’

in the last Anoual Behool Report of the Superintendent of Schools for the Siate of
New-York, laid before the Legislature a few months since, I find the same provision
recommended to e favourable consideration of the Legislature of that State, in the fol-
lowing words :(—

* It is respectfully suggested to the Legislature, whether the ratio of apportionment
aud of distribution of the school money, ight not advantageously be so changed as to
have reference to the attendance of pupils upon the district schools, for a certain specified
period during the preceding year, instead of being upon either population, or. toe number
of children actually residing in the district. By the adoption of this mode of distribution,
strong inducements would be presented to the taxable inhabitants of the several districts,
(o place their children in the common schools, and to keep them there, for a sufficient

length of time to secure an additional share of the public money.
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The provision of the law is explicit, both as to the Jrequency
and the maunner of this inspection. The law requires each
local Superintendent, ¢ To visii each School within his juris-
diction, at least once in each quarter ; and at the time of each
such visit, to ewvamine into the-condition of the school, as it
respeets the progress of the pupils in learning, the order and
discipline observed, the system of instruction pursued, the mode
of keeping the school registers, the average attendunce of
pupils, the character and condition of the building and premises,
and to give such advice as he shall think proper.” I do not think
it is possible for a local Superintendent to observe, with any
sort of fidelity, even the letter of the law, without spending
nearly, if not quite, half-a-day in each School at each visit.
To deal in a few vague generalities on such occasions, and to
make it a kind of exhibition, is a burlesque on the object and
duty of the inspection of Schools. Such an exhibition of gene-
ral results is appropriate at a public quarterly examination 3
but the object of inspection is much more detailed, practical
and thorough, and relates to the mode of proceeding in every
particular of school instruction and government. The infre-
quency and very defective manner in which the Schools have
been inspected in some districts, has given rise to objections
against the very office of local Superintendent.

To perform this duty with any degree of efficiency, a local
Superintendent should be acquainted with the best modes of
teaching every department of an English School, and be able
to explain and exemplify them. It is, of course, the local
Superintendent’s duty tn witness the modes of teaching adopted
by the Teacher, but he should do something more. He should,
some part of the time, be an actor as well as spectator. To
do so he must keep pace with the progress of the science of
teaching. When young, I taught a District Grammar School
some two years, and with some degree of reputed success ; but
the kind of teaching and school organization which would, in
many instances, have been applauded in this country twenty-
five to thirty years ago, ought not to be tolerated now. Every
man who has to do with Schools, ought to make himself master
of the best modes of conducting them in all the details of
arrangement, instruction, and discipline. A man commits a

B3
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wrong against Teachers, against children, and against the inte-
rests of school education, who seeks the office of local Super-
intendent without being qualified and able to fulfil all its func-
tions. In respect to the manner of performing the visitorial
part of your duties, I have nothing material to add to the sug-
gestions which I made in my circular to District Superinten-
dents of Schools in December, 1846. They are as follows :—

Your own inspection of the Schools must be chiefly relied upon as the basis of your
Jjudgment, and the souree of your information, as to the character and methods of school
instruction, discipline, management, acconunodations, &c.: and on ;hxs sub]eqt, we
ought not to content ourselves with those exterior and general facts which have hitherto
bocu the special, and almost only subjects of School Reports, such as the number of
schools, that of pupils, their age, the suins expended, &c. These items of information
are of unquestionable importance ; and every mcans ought to be employed to render
them wore exact and complete. But it is not of less importance to know the inferior
regane of the Schools—the aptitude, the zeal, the deportment of the Teachers—their
relations with the pupils, the Trustees and the neighbourhood—the progress and attain-
ments of the pupils, and, in a word, the whole moral and social character and rcsult_s of
the instruction given, as far as can be ascertained, Such information cannot e acquired
from Reports and Statistical Tables ; it can only be obtained by special visits, and by
personal conversation and observation—by an examination of the several classes, in their
difierent branches of study, so as 10 enable you to ascertain the degree and efficiency of
the iustraction imparted.

in the Inspection of Schools, 1 would suggest something like the following order and
subjects of inquiry and exainination :—

1. Mechanical Arrangements.—The tenure of the property : the materials, dimensions
and plan of the buildings 3 how lichted, warmed, and ventilated ; if any class-rooms are
provided for the separate instruction of part of the children ; if there is a lobby, or closet,
for hats, cloaks, bonnets, &c.; how the desks and seats are arranged and constructed,
and with what convenicnees 5 what arrangements for the Teacher ; what play-ground is
provided ; what gymnastic apparatus, if any ; whether there be a well, and proper con-
veniences for private purposes.

1. DMeans of Instruction.—The Books used in the several classes, under the heads of
Reading, Arithmetic, Geocraphy, &e.; the Apparatus provided, as Tablets, Maps,
Gloles, Black-boards, Mudels, Cabinets, Library, &c.

ill. Organrization.—Arrangement of classes; whether each child is taught by the
sane Teacher ; if any Assistant or Assistants are employed, to what extent, how remu-
uerated, and how qualified.

1V, Discipline.—1f the pupils change places in their several classes, or whether they
are marked at each lesson, or exercise, according to their relative merit ; if distinction
depends on intcilectual proficieney, ur vt a wixed estimate of intellectual proficiency and
moral conduct, or on moral conduct only ; what rewards, if any; whether corporeal
punishments are employed—if so, their nawre, and whether inflicted publicly or privately ;
what other punishincuts are uscd ; whether attendance is reqular ; what religious exercises
are observed, anid what religions instruction iz given, if any.

N Method of Instruction.—\Whether inutual, or simultancous, or individual, or mixed ;
it wutual, the number of Mouitors, of what attainments, how appointed, how employed ;
if shinultancous, that is. by classes, to what subjects of instruction : whether the simul-
tanrous method is not more or less mingled with individual teaching, and on what sub-
Jects ; 10 what extent the intellectual, or the mere rote method is pursued, and on what
subjects ; how far the interrogative method only is useil 5 whether the suggestive method
13 employed 5 whether the elliptical tiethod is resorted 10; how the attainments in the
lessons are variously tested—by individual oral interrogation—by requiring written

ill:x:l::/::; 1o writien questions—or by requiring an abstract of the lesson to be written from

VL. Attainments of Pupils.—1. In Reading : whether they can read imperfectly,
decently, or with ease and expression. 2. [z Writing ; whether they can write at all, or
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imperfectly, decently, or with ease and elegance. 3. In Arithmetic ; whether acquainted
with Notation and Numeration, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, or not,
respectively ; whether skilful in them ; whether acquainted with the Tables of Moneys,
‘Weights, Measures, and skilful in them ; whether inted with the compound rules,
and skilful in them ; whether acquainted with the higher rules, and skilful in them ;
whether acquainted with the exercises in mental arithmetic, and skilful in them. 4. In
Grammar ; whether acquainted with its divisions, rules of orthography, parts of speech,
their nature and modifications, parsing, composition, &c. 5. Geography, History, Book-
keeping, &c. ; the order of questions, suggested by the nature of the subject. The extent
and degree of minuteness with which the inspection will be prosecuted, in respect to any,
or all of the foregoing and kindred subjects, must, of course, depend on circumstances.

4. Another most important duty required of each local
Superintendent is, ¢ 2o deliver in each School Section, at least
once a~year,* a public lecture on some subject connected with the
objects, principles, and means of practical education.” The
education of a free people is, to a great extent, a system of
voluntary exertion. There may be a good School law; and
there may be a large School fund ; and yet education may
decline. Massachusetts without a farthing’s State School Fund
until since 1835 (and it amounts now to only a few thousand
dollars a-year) has nobly advanced in the sound and universal
education of her youth ; while Connecticut, with the largest
School Fund of any State in America in proportion to her
population, has ignobly declined in the same great work of
patriotism and humanity. In a ¢ Prize Essay [published in
the appendix to the last School Report of the State Commis-
sioner| on the necessity and means of improving the Common
Schools of Connecticut,” 1 find the following, among many
similar statements :—

A few years since, the name of Connecticut was mentioned in connexion with Common
Bchools, with honor, only j it is now, in this connexion, coupled with cxpressions of
doubt and regret, and that by wise and sober men. Her large Statc endowment is
described as having put her effectnally asleep, as having sent her to ¢ Sleepy Hollow,”
from the influence of which, when she is aroused for a moment, it is to talk of her nolle
Schoo! Fund and JayMes HirLnouse, just as Rip VAN WINKLE did of his neighbours who
had been dead forty years. The School Fund is quoted every where out of Connecticut—
we venture to say itis quoted in every other State in the Union—as a warning end ezam-~
ple to deter them from giving the proceeds of their own funds, except only on the condi-
tion, that those who receive, shall themselves raise as much as they take, and report
annually as to the results.  Those who go from other States into Connecticut, can hardly
credit the testimony of their own senses when they are forced to believe the apathy that
prevails. Every ncwspaper and every lecturer out of Connecticut, high and low, igno-
rant and knowing, sneers at the Connecticut School Fund, and the present condition of
Connecticut Schools.—Those who 1go from Connecticut into other States, and from
them into Connecticut, feel a shock in the transition. Ttis like going from a cellar into

hine, or from hine into a cellar. We know an intelligent gentleman who hag
seen his scores of years, who has recently reinoved from Rhode Island into the **land of
steady habits,” and can hardly understand or believe that the apathy which he finds, can
be areality. The writer has within a few years made the change the other way, from
Connecticut to the Bay State. He, too, has been forcibly impressed with the contrast.
In one particular, this contrast is very striking. In Connecticut, the people have béen
persuaded, that to be taxed for the support of Common Schools is a levy upon the poor,
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for the schools of the rich. In Mawsachusetts, tlie people know that all such taxes are a
1awiul tribute from the rich, for the beuefitofthe pore,  We lxa\'c_ seen in the latter State,
in a crowded town-miceting, a thousand bands raizof s hy magic, to vote the largest of
two sumns nained by a Srhool Committee, a sum which wis nearly a doilar for every
individual of the entire populaton, men, wower, and chiliren. T'he motion was wade
by one of the wealthie=t men in the town, whuse vwn chiildren were too _old 10 attend the
public Sehoucl, It was supported by others wealthier than he, and having no intwrest of
their own in the Schools.

These facts demonstrate that the onward progress of the
education of a country does not depend, primarily or chiefly,
upon a School Fund or School law, but upon the spirit and
action of the people ; and the great object of public School lec-
tures is, to awaken that spirit and arouse this dction. The
law requires that a voice should be lifted up on this subject in
every School Section in Upper Canada; the commanding
authority of that voice will depend upon the ability, the indus-
try, the keart, of each local Superintendent. No man ought
to aspire to the office, or retain it a week, who has not the
heart and ability to prepare and deliver public lectures in a
spirit and manner worthy, in a good degree, of a cause inter-
woven with every vital interest of our country’s civilization and
happiness. We cannot be too strongly impressed with the fact,
that the administration of the school system is not like that of
any other Department of the Public Service—a vigilant and
effective oversight of the execution of the law, the protection
and development of the country’s resources: the due adminis-
tration of the school system—and indeed, properly speaking,
the great object of it, besides the ordinary administration of the
law—Iis to excite and maintain as widely, and in as high a
degree, as possible, among all classes of the community, a
correct appreciation of the nature and importance of popular
education, and a spirit of intelligence, philanthropy, and
patriotism in the adoption of the diversified means necessary for
the attainment of that end. From the office of the Chief Su-
perintendent, down to the desk of the humblest Teacher, a moral
influence, an energy, a vitality should be sent forth in behalf
of the education of youth and the diffusion of useful knowledge
among the people. If the right spirit glow in the bosom of
every Superintendent, it will appear in every public lecture, in
every school visit, on every proper occasion in the intercourse
of private and public life, and the results will soon be manifest
in every municipality of Upper Canada. On the other hand,
great must be the responsibility, and deep the disgrace, of any
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Superintendent, who shall suffer the interests of Schools to
droop and die, or linger on in a sickly condition, under his
oversight.

5. Onthe duties of a local Superintendent respecting school
books and attending meetings of the County Board of Public
Instruction, I will not remark at ary length. The former
topic [ have discussed at some length in my annual School
Report ‘for 1849,—which will be printed, and a copy sent to
you, in'the course of a month or two; and, on the latter topic,
some practical suggestions will be made when the Programme
for the examination and classification of Teachers shall have
been prepared and published. Nor need I here offer any
observations upon the duties imposed upon you by the subse-
quent clauses of this thirty-first section ot the Act. 1 doubt not
‘but the several provisions respecting the support and duties of
the office of local Superintendent, will contribute very much to
its efficiency and usefulness.

6. It therefore remains with each incumbent to say, whether
the spirit and intentions of the law shall be fulfilled within his
jurisdiction, as far as depends on the performance of the duties
of his office. The Act has been passed by the Legislature in
the spirit of a generous nationality ; the spirit of patriotism
prevailed over the selfishness of party during the Parliamentary
deliberations on this subject. The Government duly apprecia-
ted the wants and interests of the whole country in the prepara-
tion of the measure, andall parties in the Legislature cordially
responded to it. ln the same non-party and national spirit, I
hope to see the law administered. In 1841, the common
school law of the State of New-York was so amended as to
suthorize and require the Board of Supervisors of ‘each County
(a body in school matters similar to a County Council with us)
to appoint a County Superintendent of Common Schools. In
o Digest of the Common School System of the State of New-York.,
published in 1844 by the Deputy, under the auspices of the State
Superintendent of Schools, I find the following remarks, which
1 commend to your serious attention :—

As-the usefulness of local Superintendents will depend mainly on the influence they
shall be able to exercise upon the officers and teachers of Schools, and upon parents and
the inhabitants of districts generally, they will endeavour to deserve that influence by their
deportment, and studiously to avoid everything which may Impair it. Hence it will be
indispensable that they should abstain wholly and absolutely from all interference 1n any
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tocal divisions, or in any questions by which the community in any town or district may
be agitated ; and although they canuot e expected (0 abandon their political sentiments,
yet il i3 oboious that any participation in measurcd to promote the success of any political
party, will not only dunish their influence and tmpair thel.r usefulness, by exciting suspi-
cion of the objects of their movcuents and measures, but will cxpuse the office they kold to
« vindicative hostility thot will not cease until it is_abolished, The intelligence of our
people will not tolerate the idea of the agents of public instruction becoming the emissaries
of partizan management.

The conviction expressed in the concluding sentences of this
quotation, has been painfully realized. As party politics ran
high, it was found that the appoiniments of local Superinten-
dents were made, to a considerable extent, in the spirit of
political partizanship, and the influence of the office was fre-
quently employed for partizan purposes. A clamor was soon
raised against the office itself, which resulted in its abolition in
1847. Great efforts have been mude during the last two years,
by the State Superintendent and other experienced educationists,
to restore the office, andplace iton a better footing than here-
tofore. These facts are admonitory. A man’s qualifica-
tions, irrespective of sect or party, should influence his
appointment to the office ; but when once appointed, and during
his continuance in office, he should act in the spirit of im-
partiality and kindness towards all persuasions and parties.
"This has been the avowal of the Government and the sense of
the Legislature in regard to the office and duties of the Chief
Superintendent; and I think it was equally understood and
intended, that no tinge of partizanship should attach to the
supervision of schools, even in the remotest township of the
Province. The spirit of the vow made by the "Prussian School
Counsellor Dinter, should imbue the heart of every School
officer in Upper Canada : ¢ I promised God, thatI would lock
upon every Prussian peasant child as a being who could com-
plain of me before God, if I did provide him the best education,
asa man and a Christian, which it was possible for me to
provide.”

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

E. RyEersox.
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[crcuLAR.]

To the Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada, on their
duties under the new School Act, 13th § 14th,Victoria, Ch. 48,

Ebucarion Orrice,
Toronto, 12th August, 185(.

GENTLEMEN,—Having caused the new School Act to be
printed, and having provided for sending a copy of it to each
of the 3,036 Corporations of Common School Trustees in
Upper Canada, I now address a few words to you on your du-
ties and responsibilities under the provisions of that Act.

The Cotrespondence on the Common School Law, which has
been recently printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, fur-
nishes evidence that in every communication which I have ad-
dressed to the Government on the subject of our school law,
during upwards of four years, 1 have endeavoured to get both
Trustees and Teachers placed in a better position, for the fulfil-
ment of their duties and the protection of their interests. 1 am
happy that the provisions of the new Act contain all that I
have sought for in both these respects ; and I can now con-
gratulate Trustees of Common Schools in Upper Canada on
their being placed in a position more favorable for the efficient
and satisfactory discharge of their duties, than the Trustees of
Common Schools in any State of America.

The new Act confirms all past elections, appointments, con-
tracts, assessments, rates, &c., while it gives to all parties con-
cerned the advantages of its own provisions in the exeeution of
whatever may have been eommenced or undertaken under the
authority of any previous Act.- Nothing, therefore, in any
part of our school operations, is, in the slightest degree deran-
ged ; but Trustees are provided with additional facilities, as
they are invested with new obligations, to fulfil their previous
engagements, and provide for the future interests of the schools
under their charge. The several clauses of the fwelfik section
of the Act clearly specify the powers and duties of Trustees.
1 will only advert, at present, to the more important of them.
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1. As the Representatives of the people in the Legislative
Assembly determine the amount of money to be expended for
any object, or the salary of any public officer to be employed;
so the Trustees, as the Representatives of the people in a
School Section, have the sole power of determining the amount
of the Teacher’s salary, and of the incidental expenses of the
School. They can also procure such apparatus and text-books
as they may judge expedient for the use of the pupils in the
School. But the manner in which the salary of a Teacher and
other actual or estimated expenses of the School shall be raised,
is left to a public meeting of the tax-payers, to be called for
that purpose. Then, if the whole of the expenses are not thus
provided for, the Trustees have authority to raise the balance
in such manner as they may think proper, either by voluntary
subscription, by rateson parents sending children to the School,
or rates on all the rateable property of the School Section.
Trustees themselves (and not a magistrate) issue the neces-
sary warrants for the collection of all rates levied by them on
resident rate-payers. Trustees can also, if they so desire,
petition the Township Council in behalf of any lawful meeting
to impose School Section rates, and the Council is required to
give effect to the request of such meeting, as expressed by the
Trustees. The Common School property of a Section is no
longer vested in the Municipal Council, but in the Corporation
of T'rustees, and is therefore liable for debts contracted by them.
Trustees, are, therefore, furnished with every needful security
and means to enable them to establish a good school and pro-
vide for its efficient support. Faithful Trustees are provided
with a still further protection and assistance, in the penalties
which the Act imposes upon those Trustees who refuse or wil-
fully neglect to perform their duties. It has sometimes occur-
red, that Trustees have been thwarted or embarrassed in fulfil-
ling their engagements, or doing their duty, by one or. other
of their colleagues refusing to act, and perhaps, in some
instances, actually supporting an opposition school. The 16th
clause of the twelfth section provides, that ¢ in case any of the
Trustees shall wilfully neglect or refuse to exercise such corpo-
rate powers for the fulfilment of any contract or agreement
made by them, ke or they shall be personally responsible for the
fulfilment of such contract or agreement.” The eighth section
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of the Act further provides, that ¢ every person chosen as Trus-
tee, and not having refused to accept, who shall at any time
refuse or neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit
the sum of five pounds; which sum or sums may be sued for
and recovered by the Trustees of the section, for its use, before
any Justice of the Peace.”

It will thus be seen that the Act makes effectual provision
against any person getting into the office of Trustee, and then
refusing or neglecting to perform its duties ; that it affords
ample protection to each Trustee who performs his duties, and
provides every means necessary to enable Trustees to fulfil
their engagements. Instances sometimes occur, of parents or
individual Trustees refusing or neglecting to pay a Teacher on
the expiration of his engagement,—the Teacher being thus
compelled to leave without the payment of his hard-earned dues,
and a debt thus perpetuated to the disadvantage of a new
Teacher and the future injury of the School. The seventeenth.
section of the Act guards against this injustice and evil, by
providing that ¢ any Teacher shall be entitled to be paid at the
same rate mentioned in his agreement with the Trustees, even
at the expiration of the period of his agreement, until the Trus-
tees shall have paid him the whole of his salary, according to
their engagement with him.” This provision will prevent the
injurious accumulation of debts to Teachers in a section, and it
will furnish Trustees, desirous of performing their duties, with
satisfactory reasons for insisting upon the prompt payment of
the rates for the Teacher’s salary ; while it will afford protec-
tion to the discharged Teacher agaiust any possible attempt to
wrong him. Then the eleventh and teenth sections, and the
18th clause of the fwelfth section, provide an easy mode of
arbitration, by which Trustees can settle any differences which
may arise between them and the Teacher, or other parties in
their School Section.

I know not how a law, founded upon popular principles and
a due regard to the equal rights of all parties, can more effec-
tually provide for the easy and efficient discharge of the duties
of Trustees, the right of each School Section to manage its
own local affairs, and the means and facilities of education for
all its children.

2. On the duties of Trustees in respect to their Teacher and

1
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School, I refer youto the second section ol the General Regu-
lations, prescribed by the Council of Public Instruction, for the
ORGANIZATION, GOVERNMENT, AND DiscipLiNe oF CoMMON
ScrooLs (N UppErR CANADA. [t is needless for me to attempt
to add a word to the practical and impressive views there
expressed relative to the Duties of Truatees ; and I would also
recommend to your special attention the several sections of
those General Regulations, as also the Forms, and remarks
upon them, which [ bave prepared according to law, to aid
Trustees in the performance of theirduties.

3. It will be seen that the new Act provides every desirable
facility for the establishmentof Free Schools—Schools supported
by the property of all, and equally free to the children of all
—the only Schools which are, in my opinion, based upon the
true principles of national education, and adapted to national
wants, But I wish every School municipality to be the judge
as to the manner of supporting its own Schools ; and 1 think
the success of Free Schools will be greatly influenced by the
discretion exercised in their' first establishment. As the very
object of a free School and the principle of supporting it, im-
plies a School for the common education ofall the children and
youth of a School Section, the first requisite towards its
accomplishment, is to provide a house and Teacher adequate
to that end. To employ a Teacher incompetent to teach all the
school-going youth of a section, and yet to tax all the inhabi-
1ants to pay the salary of such incompetent teacher, is mani-
festly unjust. Trustees should, therefore, upon the ground of
justice to all School-rate payers, as well as from regard to
the interests of their children, employ none but a highly com-
petent teacher, when it is determined to have a free school.
A good school and a free school should be convertible terms,
as should an able teacher and a teacher of a free School. Then
will the quality and character of instruction be as much
advanced, asthe number of pupils will be multiplied, with the
establishment of every free school. The Appendix to my
School Report for 1849, contains copies of my addresses on
the subject of Free Schools throughout Upper Canada ; and the
Legislative Assembly has ordered a copy of that Report to be
furnished to each School Corporation in the Province. The
Teport itself also contains the sentiments of local Superinten-
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dents and other enlightened friends of education on. the subject
of Free Schagls.. That report will.be printed. and. placed in
your hands in.the course of two or three months. I will, there-
fore, dismisp the subject in thisplage, with the single additional
remark, that I hope, before the year 1860, to see the light of
a Faee ScuooL emitting its splendour and imparting its blessings
to every child of every School Section in Upper Canada.

It only remains for me, while [ again cangratulate ‘you on
the auspicious circumstances in which the new act places you,
to urge upon you the fulfilment of the high purposes of your
responsible office. The destinies of the rising and future gen-
erations of the country are truly in your hands. The youth of
the land look up to you as the guardians and providers of that
education which will enable them to perform their duties to
their Maker, to their country, and to posterity. Surely you
cannot, you. will not betray their interests and disappoint their
hopes. May they have reason to rise up and call you blessed !
May the fruits of your labours place Upper Canadg in a posi-
tion of honour and pre-eminence among the other countries of
North America !

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
Your fellpw-labourer and obedient servant,
E. Rygrson.
——————tttt
[ctreuLaR.]

To the Teacher of each Common School in Upper Canada on his
" duty ynder the new Common School Act.
; O " Epucariony OfFicE,
. L ) "Toronto, 15‘?‘,4“4’"_"{ 1850,
Sir,—~The new Common Schoo] Act for Upper Canada is now
printed and distributed to all the municipalities and School Sections.
It may be regarded as the great charter of Common Schoql Teachers
in Upper Canada. . It stamps their profession withnew importance,
and throwe over their interests and character the shield of a new
protection. I can nqw say truly, that T know;of no State, where a
popular. §ghool system exists, in. which the rights and interests of
achers are so effegtually protected, as under the provigionps of the
new School Act for Upper Canada.. The pages qf the ¢ Journal
of Education” gnd the % Correspondenge on the chogl Law,” lately
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printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, attest the feelings I
have entertained and the efforts | have made to elevate the position,
protect the rights, and improve the circumstances of School
teachers ; and 1 rejoice to witness the enactment of a law so far
satisfactory on this subject, as to prompt me, for the first time
during my five years’ occupancy of office, to address an official
circular to Teachers—believing that their position and prospects
are now sufficiently encouraging to justify me in holding up the pro-
fession of a Teacher as & comfortable as well as respectable and
useful employment for life.

2. The new Act provides Trustees of Common Schools with
greater facilities for raising the salaries of Teachers and furnishing
the Schools with all needful maps, apparatus, and text-books, than
[ know of in any other country ; while, at the same time, it makes
corresponding provision for the punctual payment of Teachers, both
‘rom the School Fund and School rates.  You have only to study
carefully the provisions of the Act to be impressed with the con-
viction, that they have been conceived in the spirit of the warmest
regard for the interests and efficiency of the Teacher’s profession,
and contain all that can be secured by law to a Teacher, under a
system of local self-government, where the patronage and emolu-
wents of each School (beyond the amount of the School Fund
apportioned to each School Section) are in the hands of a local
elective Corporation, and not of a central Executive, as in other
systems of government. The facilities for Normal School Instruc-
tion to all Teachers who wish to avail themselves of it, are also
greater, under the liberal provisions of the new Aect, than in any
otier country in America. A valuable series of uniform text-books
ceming 8o generally into use, and the Trustees being authorized to
supply all the pupils with them, cannot fail greatly to relieve and
facilitate the labours of the Teacher. It will also be observed, in
the Regulations which have been made by the Council of Public
Instruction (under the provisions of the new Act) that the inde-
pendence of the Teacher, in the teaching and classification of his
School, is placed beyond petty interference or individual tyranny.
Under the more effective system for examining and licensing
Teachers as provided for by the new Act, and the Programme for
the examination and classification of Teachers to be prepared by
the Council of Public Instruction, a proper line of demarcation will
bedrawn between Teachers according to their relative qualifications,
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and each Teacher will acquire the position and advantage to which
hg ig entitled. ‘

3. Such being your position, relations and prospects under the
provisions of the new School Act, I am desirous of making a_ few
general remarks and suggestions relative to your future conduct.
Your general duties are prescribed in the several clauses of the
siateenth section of the Act, and the rules acecording to which you
are to conduct your School, will be found in the third and fifth
sections, Chapter vi, of the General Regulations for the Organiza-
tion, Government, and Discipline of Common Schools, adopted by
the Council of Public Instruction. I hope you will meditate upon,
and ‘make yourself thoroughly acquainted with the intention and
epirit of these requirements of the law and of the regulations
authorized by it. What I have now to offer is of a more general
character.

4. Permit me first to say, value your profession. If you do not
value it, others will not. But do not show your estimate of it, by
assuming lofty airs, or making lofty pretensions ; but by making
yourself thorougly master of it, by devoting your energies to it, by
becoming imbued with its spirit, Let your actigns speak, and let
your heart feel. If an orator would have hie audience feel, he must
first feel himself; and if a Teacher does not feel, and does not give
proof that he feels, the value and importance of his work, can he
reasonably expect others to do so? We often hear it said,
‘ Teachers are not respected.” But is it not almost as often true,
that teachers do not respect themselves—that they do not act res-
pectably—that they themselves provoke the disvespect of which
they complsin, A Teacher cannot be made respectable by Act of
Parliament, He must make himself so. 1In every ordinary em-
ployment of Jife, a man who aots upon high principles, and shows
that he understands and values his business, will invariably com-
mand respect,- Nor are the Teacher and his work an exception to
the. general rule. Nay, wherever a teacher has shown himself the
possessor of noble princjples, and that he understood and loved- his
work, has he not commanded respect, and soon gcquiieg‘ command-
ing, influence in the neighborhood of his residence ?” I am persua-
ded that the people of Upper Canada do not, to ‘any considerable ex-
tent, disrespect teachers worthy of respect. A people in so young
a Province, and in the infancy of the school system, who voluntarily
taxed themeelves laat year ta the amount of two Aundred and sevens

; :
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tyJwe thousand dollars (considerably more in proportion to popula-
tion than the amount raised last year by the people of the State of N.
York) for salaries of Teachers alone—irrespective of the legislative
school grant, and of the sums assessed and collected for the erection
of school-houses and the incidental expenses of schools—cannot but
respect every respectable Teacher. It is true that narrow and
mean views are entertained by some as to the amount of a teacher's
remuneration, but the same persons entertain similar views as to
the remuneration of all public officers. But the number of these
enemies of knowledge and petty tyrants of mental labour, will
diminish as intelligence and manly virtues advance in society.
The large increase which has already, in many instances, taken
piace in the salaries of efficient Teachers, and the increasing de-
maxnd for such Teachers in various parts of the Province, indicate a
progress full of encouraging hopes and anticipations for the future.

5. Then, if you value your profession yourself, employ the proper
meaps (o give it a place, not only in the esteem, but in the interest
and sympathies of others. The profession of a Teacher is a means
to an end ; it exists not for the sake of the Teacher himself, but for
the interests of society. It is a work indispensible to the progress
and well-being of society, What is the Teacher's work? Ttisto
develop the mind, to mould the heart, and to form the character of
the future citizens, magistrates and rulers of our land! Ttisto
teach and implant that which is the only true guarantee of liberty,
order, aund social stability—the essential element of a country’s
proaperity and happiness.  Show that you sympathise with these
objects—that your heart is in them—that your thoughts and aims
do not terminate in yourself alone, but embrace others,—and espe-
cially encircle the rising generation. Such a spirit, like heat in
the atmosphere, will be diffusive.  Others will imbibe it ; the
injifferent will become interested, and the selfish will begin to feel
the impulses of intelligent generosity ; parents will become increa-
singly anxious for the education of their children, and children
will become increasingly anxious to be educated. Inany neighbor-
hood, both in town and country, where any youth are allowed to
grow up uneducated, a Teacher should be an educational missiona-
ry, a8 well as an educational pastor ; and every instance of success
wiil add to his influence'and means of support, as well as uvseful-
ness, No class of men in the country will derive so large an
individual advantage from the progress of society as School-teach-
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ere, and they ought to be intent in efforts to excite every sentiment
and feeling, and to procure and circulate every publication, which
will tend to diffuse education and knowledge. A Teacher who folds
his arms in slothful inactivity—neither improving in knowledge
himself, nor advancing it among others—and yet complaining that
no Hercules comes to his relief, deserves neither respect nor assist-
ance ; while the Teacher who nobly exerts himself in both acquir-
ing and diffusing knowledge, will receive doth emolument and res-
pect, if not admiration and applause,

6. The mutual intercourse of teachers—mutual visits to each
others’ Schools—forming, and meeting occasionally or periodically
in Associations for mutual improvement, and the promotion of pro-
fessional objects,—which are no other than public interests ;—these
and kindred measures, in connexion with professional reading and
industry, cannot fail to contribute much to the success, enjoyment,
and social standing of teachers. Professional friendships will be
formed ; professional feeling will be enkindled ; professional zeal
and emulation will be excited ; professiona) skill and usefulness will
be improved ; and teachers will be more respected by the commu-
nity at large, by thus evincing proper respect for each other.
Faithful teachers have already on their side the enlightened part of
the community, the press, the pulpit, and the Legislature. Let them
be true to themselves and to their profession. Lord Bacon has said
truly—*Every man owes a debt to his profession”. On one occa-
sion some weeks since, I felt pained beyond expression, in witness-
ing certain members of the Bar chiming in with a senseless and
shameful clamour against a profession, to members of which the
American people have at this moment entrusted every department
of their supreme government, and to the intelligence and patriotic
advocacy of which Upper Canada is indebted for every vestige of her
constitutional and municipal government, and the most valuable
statutes of civil and criminal jurisprudence, as well as the largest
facilities for public education, and some of the finest examples of
personal and social virtues. 1 hope that po temptation to pander to
the passions of prejudice, ignorance, or selfishness, will ever in-
duce you to forget the debt which you owe to your profeesion.
Seek to have it purged of every inebriate, every blasphemer, every
ignorant idler who ¢ cannot teach and will)not learn ;’ and do what ix
you lies to stamp upon it the character of intelligence and virtue, and
make it worthy of that high respect and liberal support which an en-
lightened people will readily award to able teachers of their offspring.
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7. 1 would also offer a word of caution against discouragement
in your work, or disinclination to it, on account of its comparative
obscurity. It is true, the circle of your daily labours is narrow,
and the results of them are remote ; there is little variety in your
employment, and the monotony of it is only varied by quarterly ex-
aminations and short vacations. It therefore requires more than
ordinary patience, perseverance and benevolence to pursue your
work, month after montp, and year after year, with unabated zeal
and energy. Yet your work is now a public profession, recognized
by law, and none but a Teacher examined and licensed according to
law, is permitted to receive a farthing of the public School Fund,
any more than a person not examined and admitted to the Law
Society, is permitted to practice as a Barrister at Law. And the
results of the work performed in the humble school-house, though
remote, will not be uncertain, and may one day appear in the high-
est posithon of a free people’s gift, or in the most important affairs
of a nation’s diplomacy, or in the most honoured relations of parental
and social life. The common school-house ie the sole educational
college for the vast majority of the present youth and future fathers
and mothers of our country. That accomplished scholar and elegant
writer, Dr. JARED Sprarks, President of Harvard University, traces
his early training, and several years of his apprenticeship in teach-
ing, to the common school ; and the great American statesman and
orator, DaNIELW EBSTER, is accustomed to refer to the common school
as his first alma mater, in which was laid the foundation of his future
character. Through long months, and in retirement and solitude,
the 1talian painter occupied his hrush on a single piece of canvas;
but that canvas has, age after age, imparted instruction and delight
to hundreds of thousands, For years did the Grecian sculptor, in
almost exiled seclusion, employ his chise! on a single block of mar-
ble ; but that marble has survived the wreck of empires, and still
commands the admiration of the refined of all countries. Let the
practical philosophy of these facts be engraved upon the heart of
every right-minded Teacher, and it will sweeten his toil, and add
fresh attractions to every successive year of hie increasingly skilful
and efficient labours.

: I remein, Sir,

Your faithful friend and servant,
B. Ryemsox.
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[oFFicIAL.]

NOTICE TO THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS,
AND THE TRUSTEES OF DISTRICT GRAMMAR SCHOOLS THOUGH-
OUT UPPER CANADA.

Epucation OrFick,
Toronto, Bth October, 1850.

By the 28th section of the School Act, 13th and 14th Victoria,
chapter 48, the Board of Trustees of the Grammar Schools and the
Local Superintendents of Schools in each County or Union of
Counties, are constituted a Board of Public Instruction for such
County, or Union of Counties; and under the authority given in
the 36th section, and 4th clause of said Act, I hereby appoint the
first meeting of each County Board ot Public Instruction to be held
on Thuraday, the fourteenth day of November next, at 10 o’cloch,
A. M., at the place of the last meeting of the Council of such County,
or Union of Counties. When onece assembled, the law authorizes.
each County Board to appoint the times and places of its own
meetings.

: E. RYERSON,
Chief Superintendentof Schools, U. C.

CIRCULAR FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS TO EACH OF THE COUNTY BOARDS OF PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION IN UPPER CANADA,

[oFFICIAL.] Epucation OFFICR,
Torento, 8th October, 1850.
GENTLEMEN :—

I transmit you herewith a copy of the Programme
for the Examination and Classification of Teachers of Common
Schools, which has been adopted by the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, as required by the School Act, 13th and 14th Victoria, chapter
48 ; and I think it proper, at the same time, to make a few explana-
tory and practical remarks on the subject.

1. You will observe that the standard of qualifications preseribed
for each class of Teachers, is extremely low ;—lower indeed, than
in strict propriety it ought to be—lower than it is for Commeon School .
Teachers in Ireland—lower then it will doubtless be in Upper Can-
ada in the course of three or four yesrs. The standerd here laid
down for first class Teachers, will probably scon be applied to
second class Teachers, and that of second, applied to third class
Teachers, and no persons will be admitted into the public echools as
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legally qualified Teachers whose qualifications will not enable them
to secure a second class certificate according to the accompanying
Programme. But the Couneil of Public Instruction has had regard
to the present circumstances of the country, to the fact that this is
the first step which has yet been adopted for establishing an uniform
standard and system of examination of teachers throughout Upper
Canada, It is painful to think, that there should be a necessity in
any part of the Province, to license persons as teachers with no higher
qualifications than those required of third class teachers in the accom-
panying Programme ; but it is hoped such a ncessity will not long
exist : and cvery teacher of this class should be impressed with the
consideration, that if he wishes to be recognized in future years as
a legally qualified Teacher of Common Schools, he must apply
himself diligently to the acquisition of higher qualifications. The
profession of School-teaching can only be efficient, and influential,
as the qualifications and character of its members are respectable
and elevated. The accompanying Programme states the minimum
of qualifications required for each eclass of certificates.

2. Buot the first, and perhaps most important duty which devolves
upon you, is that which precedes an examination into the intelleo-
tual qualifications of candidates. The law expressly declares, that
“no certificale of qualification shall be given to any person as
Teacher, who shall not furnish satisfactory proof of good moral
character.” This isa vital point on which you are called to pass a
conscientious and impartial judgment, before you admit any can-
didate to an examination. The law of the land thus makes you the
moral guardians of the children and youth of your respective coun-
ties, as far as depends upon the moral character of their Teachers,
the same as the Divine law makes you the guardians of your own
children ; and you should certainly license no character to teach the
former, whom you would not permit to teach the latter. Manv
representations have been made to this Department respecting, in-
temperate, and profane, and Sabbath-breaking Teachers. To what
extent these ropresentations are well fonnded, is not for me. to say.
Btlt when so many parties have been individually authorized to
license Teachers, it were not surprising if isolated individual firm-
ness should be overeome by the importunity of a candidate in some
Instances, backed by requests of inconsiderate ngst,ee.é. Now,
however, you meet in Council ; the candidates come before you on
common ground ; you judge of the “moral character” of each by a
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common rule ; you are 1&&s liable to those plaintive appeals and pleas
which Lavé so'often been pressed upon the feclings of individual
Superintendents 4nd Visitots, I can not but regard it as your
special mission to 1id the proféssion of common school teaching, of
tinworthy characters and of wholly incompetent persons, to protect
the youth against the poison of & vieipus teacher’s example, and to
lay the foundation for greatly elevating the profession of school
teaching, and greatly increasing the cfficiency and usefulness of
Common Schools. The moral character of teachers involves the
deepest interests of our offspring, and the widest destinies of our
country. No lax expediency or false delicacy should be permitted
to endorse a person of irregular habits or doubtful morals as a
“ good moral character,” and let him loose upon society, authorized
and certified as a duly qualified Teacher of its youth. I am sure
you will agrée ‘with me, that your certificate should state what you
believe to be strictly true, and therefore be a guarantee to Trustees
of Schools and parents of children, in regard to the moral character
and intellectual qualifications of every Teacher whom you shall
license.

3. As to your examination of candidates in the several subjects
mentioned in the Programme, I had at first intended to have pre-
pared some general questions on each subject, as hints both to ex-
aminers and candidates for certificates of different classes; but on
further consideration, I found it would occupy too much space, and
might probably be better left to the discretion and judgment of
Examiners themselves. I would only suggest, therefore, as all the
candidates present at ahy meeting of a County Board of Examiners
will probably be examined in a single class, the candidates entitled
to the lower class certificates may be relieved from remaining (ex-
cept as mere spectators,) at the continuativn of the examination of
those who are deemed competent to be examined in the subjects
prescribed for the higher class certificates ; and that as the object of
the examination is, to ascertain not only the nature and extent of the
attainments of the candidates, but their capacity to teach others
what they know themselves, the examination, in each subject of the
programme, should be specially adapted to elicit this primary quali-
fieation of a good Teacher, as also his knowledge of school organi-
zation, classification, and government.

4. It only remains for me to advert to the mode of calling the firet
meeting ‘of County Boards of Public Instruction, and of holding
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their future meetings.  As the mode of oalling the first meeting is
loft s a matter of instruction from this Department (section 35,
clause 3.), I have thought it would be most convenient for the mem-
bers of each County Board to meet about the middle of November,
and have appoined thattime accordingly. Each County Board once
assembled, will ever after, according to law, appoint the times and
places of its own meetings, It is submitted, whether the first meet-
ing of each County Board of Public Instruction would examine
Teachers at all; whether the members present at such meeting
might not consider and determine their mode of proceeding in the
admission of candidates to examination, and in the mode of examin-
ing them—assigning to one or more members the duty of con-
ducting the examination in each branch or subject prescribed in the
Programme ; and then appointing the time and place, or times and
places for the examination of Teachers—giving due publicity of the
same. As but three members of the County Board are required to
be present at any meeting for the examination and licensing of
Teachers, they might at a general meeting agree to meet in sections
of three or four members each at places most convenient for the
examination of Teachers for different specified portions of the
County—especially if it be large. As by the 15th Section of the
Act, the certificates of qualification to Teachers, given by local
Superintendents, are valid during the current year, the meetings and
proceedings of the County Boards will have reference to 1851 and
future years.

No branch of a system of public instruction has ever been brought
into operation in any country, without much anxious toil ; and the
efficient commencement of this most important and too long neglected
department of our school system, will require no inconsiderable
labour and much patient and earnest purpose to promote the welfare
of the rising generation. The more serious and difficult part of the
task will soon be accomplished, while the results eannot fail to be
extensively beneficial, alike upon the application, the aspirations and
improvements of Teachers, the character of the Schools, and the
progress and interests of the pupils.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

E. RYERSON.
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PROGRAMME

Of the Eramination and Classification of Teachers of Conunon
Schools, prescribed by the CounciL or PusLic INsTRUCTION FoOR
UrpEr CANADA, as required by the Act, 13th and 14th Victoria,
chapter 48, section XXXViIL.

TO BE IN FORCE UNTIL REPEALED OR REVISED BY SAID COUNCIL.

N.B.—Candidates shall not be eligible to be admitled to examination, until they shall
nave furnished the Examiners with satisfactory evidence of their strictly temperate habits
and good moral character.

I. QuavniricaTions oF THIRD Crass TEACHERS.

Candidates for certificates as Third Class Teachers, are required :

1. To be able to read intelligibly and correctly any passage from any
common reading book.

2. To be able to spell correctly the words of an ordinary sentence dictated
by the Examiners-

3. To be able to write a plain hand.

4. To be able to work readily questions in the simple and compound rules

of Arithmetic, and in Reduction and Proportion, and be familiar with the
principles on which these rules depend.

5. To know the elementsof English Grammar, and be able to parse any
easy sentence in prose.

6. To be acquainted with the elements of Geography, and the general
outlines of the Globe.

7. To have some knowledge of School organization and the classification
of pupils.

1I. QuavtricaTions ofF SeEcoNp Crass TEacHERs.

Candidates for certificates as Second Class Teachers, in addition
to what is required of candidates for Third Class certificates, are
required :

1. To be able to read with ease, intelligence, and exprespion, and to be
familiar with the principles of reading and pronunciation. ’
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2. To write a bold free hand, and to be acquainted with the rules of
teaching writing,

3. To know Fractions, luvolution, Evolution, and commercial and men-
tal Arithmetic.
(Female candidates for this class of certificates will only be examined in Practice, and
mental Arithmetic.)

4. To be acquainted with the elements of Book-Keeping.

5. To know the common rules of Orthography, and be able to parse any
sentence in prose or poelry which may be submitted; to write grammati-
cally, with correct spelling and punctuation, the substance of any passages
which may be read, or any topics which may be suggested.

6. To be familiar with the elements of Mathematical, Physical and Civil
or Political Geography, as contained in any School Geography.

11I. QuariricaTioxs oF First Crass TEACHERS.

Candidates for certificates as First Class Teachers, in addition to
what is required of Candidates for Third and Second Class certifi-
ficates, are required:

1. To be acquainted with the rules for the mensuration of Superficies
and Solids, and the elements of Land Surveying.

2. To be familiar with the simple rules of Algebra, and be able to solve
preblems in Simple and Quadratic Equations.

3. To know the first four books of Euclid.
4, To be familiar with the elementsand outlines of General History.
5. To have some acquaintance with the elements of Vegetable and

Animal Physiology and Natural Philosophy, as far as taught in the Fifth
Book of the National Readers.

6. To understand the proper organization and management of Schools
and the improved methods of teaching.

N.B.—Female candidates for first class certificates will not be examined in the subjects
roentioned in the first three paragraphs under this head.

By Order of the Council of Public Instruction for Upper Canada.

J. Groroe Hopaeins,
Rscording Clerk,

C P L
RoccaTion OFFice, Toroxto.

Adopted the 3rd day of October, 1850,
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GENERAL FORM

OF CERTIFICATES OF QUALIFICATION FOR COMMON 8CHOOL
TEACHERS IN UPPER CANADA.

To be granted by County Boards of Public Instruction, in accordance with the
Joregoing Programme of Ezamination.

Thig is to Cevtify, that .. ... of the ___._. faith,
having applied to the Boarp or Pustric InsTrucTION for the County [School
Circuit or United Counties) of .... ... for a @ectlficate of Guallfication

to teach a Common School, and having produced ‘‘satisfactory proof of
good moral character,”” the Boarp has carefully examined him [or ker] in
the several branches of study enumerated in the ** Qualifications of (third,
second, or first, as the case may be) .._... class Teachers,”” contained in
the “ ProgrammE oF THE Examination anp CrassiFication oF TEACHERS
or Common Scroors, PrescriseD BY THE Councit oF PusLic InstrucTion
rFor Uppkr Canapa,’” adopted the 3rd day of October, 1850 ; and having
found the said ..2.. ...... well qualified to teach the several branches
therein named, the Boarp, as authorized by the 29th section of the Act,
13th and 14th Victoria, chapter 48, hereby licenses him [or ker] to teach
any Common School in the ...... UIf a first class Certificate, here insert
the name of the County, School Circuit, Union of Counties, or City; if a
second cluss Certificate, the name of the Township; and if @ third class
Certificate, the name of the School Section in which the Candidate is autho-
yised to teach,—to be determined, at the discretion of the Board.)

This @ertificate of Awalification to remain in force (for one year
Sfrom the date hereof, or until annulled according to law--to be determined
by circumstance, and the class of the Certificate granted.)

Darep this ...... day of ...... , one thousand eight hundred and .....

N.B~Each Certificate should be signed by the Chairmen of the Board, and must
also have the signature of a Local Superintendent of Schoole. §ec 2nd clause ¢f the

Q024 saction qf the Art.



ERRATUNM.

Page 14, twenty-first line from the top, for * authorized"” read * unauthorized.”
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GENERAL REMARKS.

THE ACT SUPPLEMENTARY TO THE COMMON SCHOOL
ACT FOR UPPER CANADA

Is destined, in our opinion, to exert 2 more powerful influence in
extending and elevating the system of Elementary Educationin Upper
Canada, than any School Act, which has preceded it.

‘We will not here repeat the remarks which have been made on the
several provisions of this Act in the Circulars accompanying this
notice, addressed to County Councils, Local Superintendents, and
Trustees of Common Schools. We will offer in this place a few
general observations :—

1. We observe, in the first place, that the Supplementary Act does
not repeal or alter any of the general provisions of the School Act of
1850, but provides for wants which the progress of the school system
has created, and remedies defects which observation and experience
have detected. The one act does not supersede, but supplements the
other. The latter act is the completion of the former. The two form
a whole.

2. By the provisions of the latter act, combined with those of the
former, the whole system of Elementary Instruction in Upper Canada
is placed upon a broad, deep, and permanent foundation. An addition
of one-sixth is made to the Legislative School Grant for Upper Canada;
the completion and support of the Normal School are fully provided
for; provision is made for the gratuitous circulation of the Journal of
Education to all the School Sections and School Superintendents in
Upper Canada; an annual sum is granted to commence a Provincial
Museum and Library ; the commencement of an annual fund is made
for the support of superannuated or worn-out School Teachers,— a pro-.
vision of the utmost importance towards establishing and elevating the
noble profession of school teaching.
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8. The office of School Trustee is invested with great power ; and is,
therefore, one of great respectability as well as of responsitility. The
effect will soon be the selection of the best qualified men in each
School Division to this vitally important and powerful office. Motives
of economy will dictate this, no less than regard for the interests of
the rising generation. Many ignorant men, feeling their own deficien-
cies, would do good as School Trustees, if they knew how. Educated
Trustees can manage 2 school and its interests more economically, as
well as more efficiently, than uneducated Trustees. A school must be
kept open in each School Section six months in each year by a legally
qualified Teacher, or the Trustees of such Section incur personally the
forfeiture of the amount of the School Fund apportioned to such Sec-
tion for the year. No opposition of individuals or of meetings can pre-
vent Trustees from levying and collecting, from time to time, such sum
or sums as they may think neccssary for school purposes; and the
most formidable obstruction which can be erected in any School Sec-
tion against the general attendance of pupils at School, is the voting of
arate bill of one shilling and three pence a month, or about three pence
half-penny a weck, for each pupil,—a charge too small to prevent a full

“attendance of pupils at every well-taught and well-furnished school.

4. The several sections of the supplementary Act whichremove doubts
as to certain provisions of the School Act of 1850, which secure to each
school division the advantage of all the taxable property situated with-
in its limits, and the collection of all rates on the Jands of absentees,
which provide for proper descriptions of all school sections in each
township, which relate to disturbances of schoolsand law-suits, &c. &c.,
cannot fail to be eminently promotive of the interests of schools.

b. The same remark may be made in regard to the 4th section of
the Supplementary Act which relates to separate schools. It will be
seen by this scction. 1. That no separate school can be established
or continued, otherwise than on the conditions and under the circum-
stances specified in the 19th section of the School Act of 1850. 9.
That no part of any Municipal Assessment can be applied, and no
Municipal Authority or officer can be employed to collect rates for the
support of any separate school—a great restriction and improvement
in the School Law, as it has hitherto existed on this subject. 3. That
if any persons, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant, demand a sep-
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arate School i. the circumstances under which it may be allowed, they
must tax themselves for its support, and they must make returns of
the sums they raise, and the children they teach—a regulation which
has notheretofore been required,but which is rendered necessary in order
to make out the School Assessment Roll, and to determine the School
Collector’s duties. 4. That separate Schools are subject to the same
inspections and visits as are all Common Schools. 5. That all ground
and semblance of a complaint of injustice is taken away from the sup-
porters of a separate School, while they cannot any longer employ
Municipal authority and Municipal assessments for sustaining their
school. 6. That the supporters of separate Schools cannot interfere
in the affairs of the Public Schools.

If separate Schools have not hitherto endangered our School system,
there is still less danger of their being able to do so under the Supple
mentary Act, the provisions of which put it out of the power of any
opposers to shake the foundations of that system, or get up a plausible
pretext of agitation against it on the plea of religion or justice. The
withdrawment of a few persons, here and there, from the support of the
public schools, will scarcely be felt by the people at large, even in a
pecuniary sense, while they will have the advantage of makiog the
public schools more perfectly what they wish them to be in a religious
and moral point of view.

Upon the whole we anticipate the happiest results from the opera-
tions of the Supplementary School Act, and recommend its attentive
perusal by all friends of universal education, and its careful study by all
councillers, superintendents, and trustees of schools in Upper Canada,

[AN ACT
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ANNO SEXTO-DECIMO, VICTORIZE REGINE, CAPUT CLXXXV.

II. AN ACT SUPPLEMEN1TARY TO THE COMMON
SCHOOL ACT OF UPPER CANADA.

[Received Royal Assent, 14th June, 1853.]

HEREAS it is expedient to make some fur-
ther provision for the improvement of Common
Schools in Upper Canada, and to modify and extend some of the
provisions of the Act passed in the session held in the thirteenth
13and 14 Vi and fourteenth years of Her Majesty’s Reign, chap-

. 1010~ . o .
ria, ch. 48,cited.  tered forty-eight, and intituled, An Act for the better
establishment and maintenance of Common
Schools in Upper Canada, hereinafter called  the
Upper Canada School Act of 1850:” Be it therefore enacted by
the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly
of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of
and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, An
Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada,and
Jor the Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, That the Board of School Trustees in each
. City, Town and incorporated Village, shall, in addi-
ower of W1 tion to the powers with which they are now legally
lage trusiees ex- invested, possess and exercise, as far as they shall
’ Judge expedient, in regard to each such City, Town
and incorporated Village, all the powers with which the Trustees
of eaeh School Seetion are or may be invested by law in regard to
Powers of the €ach such School Section:” Provided always, that
Chairman of the the Chairman of each such Board of School Trustees
Board. shall be elected by the Trustees from their own
number, and shall have a right to vote at all times, and in case of
an equality of votes, the maxim presumitur pro negante [it is

decided in the negative] shall prevail.

Election, Second II. And be it enacted, that in any Village or
Wednesday —in Town not divided into Wards in Upper Canada,
v which shall become incorporated according to Law,

* See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act of 1850, p. 23, sec, XXI.

Preamble.

Title of.




113

an Election of a Board of School Trustees for such Village or
Town shall take place at the time spevified in the second section of
the said Upper Canada School Act of 1850; Pro- . . .~
vided always, that the first Election of such Board e called by Mu-
of School Trustees shall be called by the Returning  piciral Returning
Officer appointed to hold the first Municipal Election

in such Village or Town, or in case of his neglecting  Proviso—or, in
to do so for one month, by any two Freeboldersin  Freeholders.
such Village or Town, on giving six days’ notice in

at least three public placesin such Village or Town ;

Provided, also, that all Elections of School Trustees Froviso—Former
that have taken place in Villages and Towns not firued.
divided into Wards, which have been incorporated

since one thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall be and are
hereby confirmed, and the acts of Boards of School Trustees so
elected in such Villages and Towns, are hereby made as valid as if
such Boards had been elected for Villages and Towns incorporated
before one thousand eight hundred and fifty ; Pro-

vided likewise, that ;a:l the words ¢ two yyears P ein Brovies
which occur in the second proviso of the twenty- 2 of Sec. 25 cor-
fifth section of the said Act,* the word ¢« three” )

shall be substituted for the word ¢ two,” and the said proviso shall
be held to bave and to have had effect as if the word « three”
had been originally inserted therein instead of the word * two ;”
Provided, nevertheless, that the twenty-fifth and

twenty-sixth sections of the said Act shall be con- Proviso.
strued to apply to all such Boards of School

Trustees.

III. And be it enacted, That in case an objection Declaration to be
be made to the right of any person to vote at an mnade by person
Election of a School Trustee or Trusteesin any City, ohiecien is
Town, or Incorporated Village, or upon any other i
subject connected with School purposes, the Returning Officer pre-
siding at such Election shall require the person whose rizht of voting
is thus objected to, to make the following declaration :—

“T do declare and affirm that I have been rated
“on the Assessment-Roll of this City (Town or
“ Village, as the case may be) as a Freeholder (or Householder, as

* See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act of 1850, p. 27, sec. XXV,

Form.
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“ the case may be), and that T have paid a public School tax in
«this Ward, (or Village, as the cuse may be), within the last
“ twelve months, and that I am legally qualified to vote at this
« Election.”

And the person making such declaration shall be permitted to vote :
Proviso: Penalty Provided always, that any person who shall, on the
for false declara-  complaint of any person, be convicted of wilfully
Hlon. making a false declaration of his right to vote, shall be
deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and punishable by fine and imprison-
ment in the manner provided for similar cases in the seventh section
of the said Upper Canada School Act of 1830.*

1I. SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

Persons sending IV. And be 1t enacted, That in all Cities, Towns
chiliren o or  and incorporated Villages and School Sections, in
rubscribing a cer . . . .

win amount to Which separate Schools do or shall exist according
separate schools 44 the provisions of the Common School Acts of
10 be exempted - .. -

from Common  Upper Canada,} persons of the religious persuasion
School rates. of cach such separate School, sending children to it,
or supporting such School by subscribing thereto annually an amount
equal to the sum which each such person would be liable to pay (if
such separate School did not exist) on any assessmeut to obtain the
annual Common School grant for each such City, "Town, incorpo-
rated Village or Township, shall be exempted from the payment of
all Rates imposed for the support of the common public Schools of
each such City, Town, incorporated Village or School Section, and
of all Rates imposed for the purpose of obtaining the Legislative
Common School Grant for such City, Town, incorporated Village
or Township ; and each such separate School shall share in such
Separate Schools Legiflati\'e Common School Grant only (and not in
toshare inLegis~  any School money raised by Local Municipal Assess-
lative Sch. Grant . .

according loave-  Ment) according to the average attendance of pupils
rage attendance.  attending each such separate School, (the mean at-
tendance of pupils for winter and summer being taken) as compared
with the whole average attendance of pupils attending the Common
Schools in each such City, Town, incorporated Village or Town-
ship ; and a certificate of qualification signed by the majority of the

* See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act, 1850, p. 9.
t Ibid,, page 21, section XIX.; also 14 and 15 Victoria, chapter 111,
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Trustees of such separate School shall be sufficient for any Teacher
of such Scheol ; Provided always, firstly, that the exemption from
. the payment of such School Rates,as herein provided, ;¢ provico—Ex.
shall not extend beyond the pertod of such persons emptionsfromtie
. . > -~ . ayment of C,
sending children to or subscribing as aforesaid for Bchoo! Rates.
the support of such separate School ; nor shall such Conditional Ex-
exemption extend to School rates or taxes imposed “PH™
or to be imposed to pay for School-houses, the erection of which
was undertaken or entered into before the establishment of such
separate School ; Provided secondly, that the Trus- .

3 2d Proviso—Re«
tees of each such separate School shall, on or before turns from Sepa.
the thirtieth day of June, and thirty-first day of J2ieSchoolsto

. uperintene
December of each year, transmit to the local Super- dent. Names of

intendent, a correct return of the names of all per- pPPonerss.
sons of the religious persuasion of such separate —smouut sub-
School, who shall have sent children to or subscribed **** %

as aforesaid for the support of such separate School during thé six
months previous, and the names of the children sent, and amounts
subseribed by them respectively, together with the average attend-
of pupils in such separate School during such period ; And the
Superintendent shall forthwith male a return to the . .
Clerk of the Municipality and to the Trustees of iomuan sorenn-
the School Section or Municipality in which such reiara fo Clerk
separate School is established, stating the names of patlye
all the persons who, being members of the same religious denomina-
tion, contribute or send children to such separate School, and the
Clerk shall not include in the Collector’s Roll for the

general or other School Rate, and the Trustees or fﬂj{fdzh’l‘,','e";:p_
Board of Trustees shall not include in their porters of separ-
School Rolls, except for any rate for the build- et ian]
ing of School-houses undertaken before the estah-

lishing of such separate School as herein mentioned, the name
of any such person as appears upon such return then last received
from the said Superintendent: And the Clerk or other Officer
of the Municipality within which such separate School is
established, having possession of the Assessor’s or Collector’s .
Roll of the said Municipality, is hereby required to allow any
one of the said Trustees, or their authorized Col- ,icess 10 Rall
lector, to make a copy of such Roll as far asit shall allowed.

relate to their School Seetion ; Provided thirdly, that the provisions
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3rd Proviso. of the thirteenth section of the said Upper Canada
Sect. 12 School School Act of 1850, shall apply to the Trustees and
bet };z‘lp;ﬁ:ﬁt Teachers of separate Schools, the same as to Trus-
Sehools. tees and "Teachers of other Common Schools:®
Provided fourthly, that the Trustees of each such separate School
4 . shall be a corporation and shall have the same power
th Proviso. .

Teastees of so. 10 impose, levy and collect School Rates or sub-
parate Schoolsto  scriptions upon and from persons sending children
bea corporation. 45 o1 subseribing towards the support of such sepa-
Their powerto  rate School, as the Trustees of a School Section
collectrates & }ave to impose, levy and collect School Rates or
subscriptions from persons having property in such Section or send-
ing children to or subscribing towards the support of the Common
5th Provi School of such section:t Provided fifthly, that the

Toviso, . . . .
To have effect fOTEgOINE provisions in this clause shall take effect
from Jan., 1853.  from the first day of January, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-three, and shall extend to the separate Schools
established or intended to be established under the provisions of the
6th Provi Upper Canada Common School Acts: Provided
ovVISO. . . . -

Supportersof se-  SiXthly, that no person belonging to the religious
parate Schools  persuasion of such separate School, and sending a
cﬁ:ﬂs:"&ﬂ,‘,ﬁﬁ,‘fﬂ child or children thereto or subscribing towards the
School Trustees.  support thereof, shall be allowed to vote at the
Election of any Trustee for a public Common School in the City,
Town, incorporated Village or School Section within the. limits of
which such separate School shall be situate.

ITI. ComymoN ScHoorL TRUSTEES.

V. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of each School Section
shall, on or before the thirtieth day of June, and the thirty-first day
Trusteesofcom, O December in each year, transmit to the local
Schouls to trans-  Superintendent, a correct return of the average at-
mit half-yearly  tendance of pupils in the School or Schools under
:l!é;(;,;;'llét\"l;llaucc 1o their charge during the six months then immediately

. preceding ; nor shall any School Section be entitled
to the apportionment from the Scliool Fund for the said six montbs,
Penalty foromis-  the Trustees and Teacher of which shall neglect to
sion to do so transmit a verified statement of such average atten-

* See pamphlet edition of the School Act, 1850, page 16.
t Ibid, page 12 and 13, 7Tth to 11th clauses of the 12th section,
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dance of pupils in their School or Schools; Provided always, that
nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal .

the provisions of the thirty-first section of the said Troviso-
Upper Canada School Act of 1850.*

VI. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of each School Sec-
tion shall have the same authority to assess and collect School
Rates for the purpose of purchasing School sites and
the erection of School Houses, as they are now or f’;efc,):,‘;‘;] prus-
may be invested with by law to assess and collect Rrsiteand
Rates for other School purposes: Provided always, Provi Thouses:
that they shall take no steps for procuring a School o wona s .
site on which to erect a new School House, or cial Meeting
changing the site of a School House established, or ‘h*™e®r
that may be hereafter established, without calling a Special Meet-
ing of the Freeholders and Householders of their Section to consi-
der the matter ; and if a majority of such Freeholders and House-
holders present at such Meeting, differ from a majority of the
Trustees as to the site of a School House, the question shall be
disposed of in the manuer prescribed by the eleventh section of the
said Upper Canada School Act of 1850:} Provided that such
Trustees shall, whenever they impose any rate for School purposes,
make a return to the Clerk of the Municipality of the amount of the
rate so imposed by them.

VII. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of .
each School Section shall see that each School {;ﬁﬂfgﬂgk 1o
under their charge is, at all times, duly provided J¢ provided by
with a Register and Visitor’s Book, in the form )
prepared according to law.

VIII. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of Union of Come
each School Section shall have authority to take mon with Gram-
such steps as they may judge expedient to unite ™2r Schools.
their School with any public Grammar School, which shall be situ-
ate within or adjacent to the limits of their School Section.

IX. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of Personalrespon-
each School Section, shall be personally responible f:aelsulyn orca:z:u?:(
for the amount of any School moneys which shall neslect of duty.

* See pamphlet edition of the School Act of 1850, pp. 81-35.
+ Ibid, page 10. i
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be forfeited and lost to such School Section during the period of
their continuance in office, in consequence of their neglect of duty ;
and the amount thus forfeited or Jost shall be collected and applied
in the manner provided by the ninth section of the said Upper
Canada School Act of 1850, for the collection and application of the
fines imposed by the said section.*

Penalty on X. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of each
laying their An. School section shall each personally forfeit the sum
nual Report. of One Pound Five Shillings for each and every
week that they shall peglect, after the thirty-first day of January
in each year, to prepare and forward to their local Superintendent
of Schools, their School Report, as required by law, for the year
ending the thirty-first of December immediately preceding ; and
which sum or sums thus forfeited, shall be sued for by such local
Superintendent, and collected and applied in the manner provided
by the ninth section of the said Upper Canada School Act of 1850.*

Agreements XI. And be it enacted, That no agreement be-
valid in certsin . tween Trustees and a Teacher in any Scheol Sec-
cases. tion, made between the first of October and the
second Wednesday in January, shall be valid or binding on either
party after the second Wednesday in January then next, unless such
agreement shall have been signed by the two Trustees of such
School Section, whose period of office shall extend to one year
beyond the second Wednesday of January, after the signing of such
agreement.} :

* See pampblet edition of the School Act of 1850, page 10.

t All agreements between trustees and a teacher must be signed by at
least two of the trustees, and the teacher; and must have the corporate seal
of the section attached to it. otherwise the trusfees may be made personally
responsible for the fulfilment of their agreement, should they be sued by the
teacher. It should also be entered in the trustees’ book, and a copy of it
given to the teacher. The -trustees being a corporation, their agreement
with their teacher is binding on their successors in office, if made in accord.
ance with the foregoing section ; and should they refuse or wiltully neglect
to exercise the corporate powers vested on them, they would be personally
liable for the amount due a teacher—see sixteenth clause of the twelfth
section of the School Act ot 1850. As to the mode of settling disputes be-
tween trustees and a teacher, see the seventeenth section of the Act of 1850,
(pamphlet edition, page 18), in connection with the fifteenth section of this
Aet.—8ee Chief Superintendent's Annual Report for 1851, page 208,
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XII. And be it enacted, That any person resid- Liability of per-

ing in one School Section, and sending a child or ehildren
children to the School of a neighboring School See-  giher sections
tion, shall nevertheless be liable for payment of all which they re~
rates assessed for the School purposes of the Sec- [idej how regu-
tion in which he resides, the same as if he sent his
child or children to the School of such Section;
and such child or children shall not be returned as Such uend-
attending any other than the School of the Section ported ="
in which the parents or guardians of such child or
children reside ; but this elause shall not be held to  Exception in

. . . certaln cases,
apply to persons sending children to or supporting
separate schools, or to prevent any person who may be taxed for
Common School purposes on property situate in a different School
Section from that in which hLe resides, from sending his children to
the Schoo! of the Section in which such property may be situate,

on as favorable terms as if he resided in such Section.
XIII. Anpd be it enmcted, That no rafe shall be No rate per ca-

imposed upon the inhabitants of any School Section ;‘)’(‘)tsaeéh:}l::n'l)ec;ll:t
according to the whole number of children, or to the dren-

number of children of legal school age, residing in

such section ; but all the School expenses of such How school ex-
section shall be provided for by any or all of the Sf:ff;edfha" be
three authorized methods of voluntary subscription,

rate-bill for each pupil attending the School, or by

rate upon property: Provided always, that no rate- Norate-bill shait
bill shall be imposed exceeding One Shilling and ;:‘ff;ﬂl,};'_“
Three Pence per month for each pupil attending

the School.
IV. LocAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS.
X1V. And be it enacted, That any person who Eocal Supts. 1a

has been or may be appointed Liocal Superintendent fi(l)inx.;;‘:iel o O
of Schools, shall centinue in office (unless he resigns longer.

or is removed from office for neglect of duty, improper conduct, or
incompetency) until the first day of April of the year following
that of his appointment: Provided always, that 00 1, provico. shanl
Local Superintendent shall be a Teacher or Trusteé not bea Teacher
of any Common School during the period of his frstee.
being in office: Provided, secondly, that po Local pegeas - °Pt°
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24 Proviso—Re- Superintendent shall be required unless he shall
@ting to Visits. judge it expedient (except with a view to the ad-
Jjustment of disputes), or unless directed to do so by the Municipa-
lity appointing bim, to make more than two official visits to each
School Section under his charge, one of which visits shall be made
some lime between the first of April and the first of October, and
the other sometime between the first of October and
3d Proviso—Ap-  the first of April: Provided, thirdly, that the Local
ritonment to - < e .
nion Schools.  Superintendents of adjoining Townships shall have
authority and are hereby required to determine the
sum or sums which shall be payable from the School apportionment
and assessment of each Township in support of Schools of Union
School Sections consisting of portions of such Townships; and
they shall also determine the manner in which such
4th Proviso.  sum or sums shall be paid : Provided, fourthly, that
in the event of one person being Local Superinten-
dent of both of the Townships concerned, he shall act in behalf of
such Townships ; and in the event of the Local Superintendents of
Townships thus concerned not being able to agree as to the sum or
sums to be paid to each such Towaship, the matter shall be referred
to the Warden of the County or Union of Counties
6th Provico—Spe  for final decision: Provided, fifthly, that each Liocal
eial School See~ . .
tion Meetings.  Superintendent of Schools shall have authority to
appoint the time and place of a Special School Sec-
tion Meeting, at any time and for any lawful purpose,
s:hll,’x‘vl:‘s‘?}—]{t should he deem it expedient to do so: Provided,
tion Complamns,  sixthly, that each Local Superintendent of Schools
shall have authority, within twenty days after any
meeting for the Election of Common School Section Trustees
within the limits of his charge, to receive and investigate any com-
plaint respecting the mode of conducting such Election, and to
confirm it or set it aside, and appoint the time and place of a new
i Election, as he shall judge right and proper:
Th Proviso-Spe-  I'rovided, seventhly, that each Local Superintend-
gertificates to ent shall have authority, on due examination (accord-
eachers. . -
ing to the programme authorized by law for the ex-
amination of Teachers)* to give any candidate a cerlificate of qua-
lification to teach a School within the limits of the charge of

* See pamphlet edition of the Act of 1850, pp. 101-103,
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such Local Superintendent, until the next ensuing meeting (and
no longer) of the County Board of Public Tnstruction of which
such Local Superintendent is a Member; but no such certificate
of qualitication shall be given a second time, or shall be valid,
if given a second time to the same person m ]

the samwe County : Provided, eighthly, that in the ?{}’afd’c"‘:“l"“‘;ﬁ“
event of a Local Superintendent of Schools resizn-  vacancyin otfica
ing his office, the Warden of the County or Union  OF Local Supt.
of Counties within such Superintendent shall have held office, shall
have authority, it he shall deem it expedient, to appoint a fit and
proper person to the office thus vacated until the next ensuing
meeting of the Council of such County or Union of Counties.

V. MiscerLLANEoUus PRovisioxs.

XV. And be 1t enacted, That the last proviso ol }:;T:s?{EViSDrgf
the seventeenth Section of the Upper Canada School  schooi act of
Act of 1850, shall be and is hereby repealed ;% And 1330 repealed.
be it also enacted, 'I'bat the Arbitrators mentioned in the s.id seve 1=
teenth Section of the said Act, shall have uuthority to administer
oaths to and to require the attendance of all or any Arl

P . . hitrators  bee
of the parties interested in the said reference, and of 1weeu Teachers
their witnesses, with all such books, papers md and Lrosiovs I
writings as such Arbitrators may reqire them or powersi decide
either of them to produce ; ani the said Arbitrators, disputes.
or any two of them, may issue their warrant to any person to be
pamed therein, to enfmce the collection of any sum or suins of
money by them awarded to be paid, and the person named in such
warrant shall have the same power and authority to enforce the col-
lection of the money or moneys mentioned in the said warrant, with
all reasonable costs, by seizure and sale of the property of the party
or corperation agambt whom the same is readered, as any Bailiff of
a Division Court has in enforcing a judgment and execution issued
out of such Court; and no action shall be brought in any Court of
Law or LEquity, to enforce any claim or demand which by the said
seventeenth Section of the siatd 1 partrecited Act, may be reft.rred
to arbitration as therein mentioned.

XVI. And be it enacted, That whenever the lands or property

* See pamphlet edition of the Common School Act of 1850, page 18,
. B
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of any individual or company shall be situate within the limits of two
. or more School Sections, itshall be the duty of each
Arsessors shall . .. .
acpurnrely uesess  Assessor appointed by any Municipality, to assess
properts  wibim - gng return on his Roll, separately, the parts of such
School Sections.  lands or property according to the divisions of the
School Sections within the limits of which such lands
or property may be situate ; 1'rovided always, that
every undivided occupied lot or part of a lot shall only be Liable to
be assessed for School purposes in the School Section where the
occupant resides.
Tawnship Coun- XVII. And be it enacted, That no Township
cils shall not col- . . .
Ject more tan  Council shall have authority to levy and collect in
e ﬁf:'r"'('_;(f"::: any School Scction during any ore year, more than
for sites aud one School Section rate, except for the purchase of
School Houses. 5 Qohool site or the erection of a School louse ;
nor shall any such Council have authority to give effect to the ninth
clause of the twelfth section of the Upper Canada School Act of
1850, for the levying and collection of rates for Nchool purposes
of any School Section in any one year, unless the Trustees of such
- School Section make application to the Council at
Application from 5 . . .
wumces fur rawes  OF before its meeting in August of such year: Dro~
‘:'“" e made yided also, that each such ‘L'ownship Council shalt
efore August, . v .
have authority, under the restrictions imposed by
Provisoinregard  law in regard to the alteration of School Rections,
toluion Sections 44 form such part of any Union School Section as
is situated within the limits of its jurisdiction, into a distinct School
Section, or attach it to one or more existing School Sections or
parts of Sections, as such Council shall judge expedient .t
XVIII. And be it enacted, That for and notwithstunding any-
thing contained in the Upper Canada School Act of 1850,] the
Chief Superintendent of ~chools shall have authority 1o direct the
distribution of the Common School I'und of any
gil:iccfl fl‘lltl“m[":&.' T'ownship, among the several Xchool Sections and
hunen of the €. parts of Sections entitled to share in the said Fund,
B Fond aveord.  according to the length of time in each year, during
of nmie u School  which a Nchool shall have been kept open by a
is kept opetl. legally qualified T'eacher in each of such Sections or
parts of Sections.

Proviso.

* See pamphlet edition of the Common School Act of 1850, puge 13,
{ Ibid, page 21, v
1 lbid, puge 32, 1st clause, 31st section,
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XIX. And be it enacted, That if any person Penalty for dis-

shall wilfuliy distn b, intercupt or disquiet any Com- ::::!&?J:;l“ Pub-
mon or other l'ublic School, by rude or indecent
behaviour, or by making a noise either within the place where such
School is kept or held, or so near thereto as to disturb the order or
exercises of such Schaol, such person shall; on conviction thereof
before any Justice of the Peace, on the oath of one or more credi-
ble witnesses, forfcit ann pay such a sum of money
not exceeding Five Pounds, together with the costs
of and atten ling the conviction, as the said Justice shall think fit;
such conviction and all other convictions before a Justice or Jus-
tices of the P’eace under this Act or the Upper Authorits

s = . uthority of J.P.
Canada School Act of 1850, and the costs thereof, yuder he Com,
to be levied and collected from the offender, who, in  Sehoel Acts.
default of payment, mayv be imprisoned for any time not exceeding
thirty days, unless such fine and costs, and the reason:ble expenses
of endeavoring to callect the same, shall be sooner paid.*.

XX. And ne it fuither enacted, That the Certificates of Quali-
fication which have heretofore been granted to
1 eachers of Common Schools by any County or Vaidity of Cer-
Circuit Board of Public [astruction in Upper Canada, 10 Peachers un-
or at any meeting ol any Members not Jess than Jur certan er-
three of the members of such Boards, and which  coguized.  and
have not been cancelled, shall at all times be con- i’,:‘,;f,‘:,"‘i::’gl‘fl,.,]f:
sidered as duly and legally granted, notwithstanding  Jnsizuciion eou-
any want of notice to the several Members of the
sald Board, of the tines and places of meeting for the purpose of
granting such certificates, and notwith-tanding any other want of
form in the organizing or conducting of the business of any such
County or Circuit bsoard ; and any certificate purporting to be
granted by any such Board, or any three Members thereof, and
having the signature of atleast one Local Superintendent of Schoels,
shall be considered a good and valid certificate of qualification,
according to the effect thercof, until the same shall be annulled.

£5 and costs,

XXI. Anl whereas doubts have ariser whether the Trustees of
any School Section, or the Board of School Trustees
of any City, Town or Village, can appoint any one ) ‘
or nore of their own nuinber, Collector or Collec- ?;,}f:f:efr,f‘ali

#* See pamnphict edition of the C. 8. Act ot 1850, seciion 46, puge 44,
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print one of tors of School rates ;* Tor the removal thereof, Ce

themsehves Col- . . . .

Jector, contnmied. it enacted, Lhat 1t shall and may be lawful for the
Trustees of any School section, or the Doard of

School Trustees i anv Uity, ‘T'own or incorporated Village, to ap-

point one or more of their number a Collector or Collectors to col-

lect the School rates of any such Section, City, ‘Town or Village,

XXNII. And be it enacted, That if the Collector appointed by

. the "I rustees of any Sclicol Scetion, shall have been
Provision for

obtainnig the unzble to collect that portion of any School rate
Echool rules dua e g 1ab:

onthe i of - Which was charged on any parcel of land liabje to
non-residents.  assesement, by reason of there being no person resi-

dent thercon, or no goods and chattels to distrain, the Trustees
shall make a veturn to the Clerk of the Municipality befor e the end
of the then current year, of all such parcels of land and the uncol-
lected rates thercon ; and the Clerk shall make a return to the
County Treasurcr of all such lands and 1he arrcars of School rates
thereon, and such arrears shall be collected and accounted for by
such Treasurer 1 the same manner as the arrears of other taxes;
and the Township, Village, Town or City in which such School
Section is situate, shall raake up the deliciency arising from the
uncollected rute on lands liable to assessment, out of the General
Funds of the Municipality.

XXIII. And be it enacted, That whatever additional sum or
sums of moncy may be payable to Upper Canada out of the Legis-
lative School Grant, or may be granted during the present session
of this farliament for Common School purposes in Upper Canada,
£4000 per annum shall be expended in the following manner: Firstly,
sdditonal o be 2 sum of not less than Four Thousand Pounds shall
spportnnd L be apportioned and expended for the support of Com-

mon Schools, as provided in the thirty-fifth Section
of the Upper Canada Sclool Act of 1830 ; Provided always, that
vot more than I'ive Hundred Pounds of the said sum may be ex-
pended in special aid of Common Schools in new and poor Town-
£1000perannum  SViPS 3 Secondly, a sum not exceeding One Thous-
addivonal m ad — and Pounds per annum shall be expendesl in further
¥ Nommatseheol support of the Normal and Model Schools for
Journal of kidu-  Upper Canada, and in supplying a copy of the

* See 2ud clause of the 121l Section of the School Act of 18560, pamphlet
edition, page 11: and 7Tth clause of the 24th Section, page 25.
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Journal of E-lucation to each School Corporation rtion ta each

E N . . . chool Corp.,&o0.
and each Local Superintendent of Schools in Upper
Canada: 'rovided always, that not more than Four
Hundred and Fifty Pounds of the said sum shall
be expended in the circulation of the Jowrnal of Education ; and
the balance of such sum shall be expended as
provided for in the thirty-eighth Section of the £3% per annum
Upper Canada School Act of 18530; Thirdly, G Muson
a sum not exceeding Five Hundred Pounds per guin Normal

. . 8.

anoum my be expended by the Chief Superintend-
ent of Nchools in the purchase, from time to time, of
Books, Publications, Specimens, Models and Objects, suitable for
a Canadian Library and Museum, to be kept in the Normal School
Buildings, and to consist of Books, Publications, and Objects, relat-
ing to Iducation and viber departments of Science and Literature,
and Specimens, Models, and Objects illustrating the Physical Re-
sources and Artificial Productions of Canada, especially in reference
to Mineralogy, Zoology, Agriculture, and Manufac-  £509 per annum
tures ; Fourthly,a sum not exceeding Five Flundred ln}\'ﬂf;'f* formuig
Pounds per anaum, shall be applied towards forming anaied G Be.
a fund for the support of superannuated or worn-out teuchers.
Common Schoo! Teachersin Upper Canada, under such regulations
as may be adopted, from time to time, by the Council of Publie
Instruction, and approved of by the Governor in
Council : Provided always, that no Teacher shall ~FProviso.
be entilled Lo share in the said fund who shall not contribute te
such fund at least at the rate of One Pound per annum, for the
period of his teaching School, or receiving aid from sush fund, and
who shall not furnish satisfactory proof to the Council of Public In-
struction, of inability, from age or loss of health in
teaching to pursue that profession any longer; Pro- Provico—an
vided also, that no allowance to any superannuited St o™
or worn-out ‘F'eacher shall exceed the rate of One
Pound 'I'en Shillings for each year that such Teacher shall have
taught a Common School in Upper Canada.

XXIV. And whereas it is highly desirable that Recital—Chief
. . .. . Supt. may apprat .
uniformity of decision should exist in cases that miy  from decisions of

1 3 H H N rains . _. Division Courts
arise tritble in the Division Courts, against and be- ¥ “otfte

tween Su perintendents,Trustees.’l‘eachers and others o the snpérior

acting under the provisions of the Common School Lourtsofcommon

Proviso.
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Acts of Upper Canada—Be it therefore enacted, That the Chief
Buperintendent of Schools for T'pper Canada, may, within one month
after the rendering of any Judgment, in any of the sail Courts, in
any case arising as aforesatd, appeal from the dectsion of any Judge
of the said Courts to either of the Superior Courts of Law, at 1'o-
ronto, by serving notice, in writing, of such his intention to do so,
upon the Clevk of such Division Court, which Appeal shall be
entitled % The Chief Superintendent of Schools for Upper Canada,
Appellani, in the matter between (A.B. and C.D.);" anl it shall
be the duty of the Judge of the said Court, to certi’y under his
band, to either of the Superior Courts aforesaid, as the case may
Mode of proceed. D€, the summons and statement of claim and other
ing. preceedings in the case, together with the evidence
and his own Judgment thereon, and all objections made therveto;
whereupon the same matter shall be set down (or argwinent at the
next term of such Superior Court, which Court shall give such
Order or direction to the ( ourt below, toucliiz the Judzment to
be given in such matter, as the faw of the land and equity shall re-
quire, and shall also award costs in their discretion, against the
Appellant, which costs =hall be certiicd to and forin part of the
Judgment of the Court below; and upon iwcceipt of su-b Order,
direction, and certificate, the Judge of the Division Court shall
forthwith proceed in accordance therewith; Pro-
! vided that all costs awarded against the Appelant,
Educaom Office; and all costs incurred by him. shall be payable by
Upper Canadae P he Chief Superintendent,and the amount charge-
Division Ceurt — ghle to the Contingencies of his Office: And the
procesedings to e .~ > L \ .
stayed mcase of  Julze presiding over any Division Court whercin
appeal. auy action of the kind referred to in this section is
brought, may order the entering of judzment to be deliyed for a
sufficient time to permit either party to apply to the Chicf Super-
intendent of Schools to appeal such case, and after Notice of Appeal
is served as herem provided, no further proceedings shall be had in
such case until the matler of the Appeal shall be decided by such
Buperior Court. i
:‘owrn;?‘ipﬁclﬁ{_ks Z\'_\'Y. And be it enacted, That it shall be the
of l':‘“.‘,,;hipm“" duty of the Clerk of each Township Municipality to

:].:‘p:‘lf::hhl't“(‘ prepare in duplicate a Map of the T'ownship, slhiow-
vons e Uuous of  I0Z the divisions of the Pownshin into School Sec-
o 1

Bections, tioas and parts of Union School Sections, cue copy
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of which shall be furnished to the County Clerk for the use of the
County Council, and the other shall be retained in the Township
Clerk’s Office, for the use of the Township Muni-
cipality.

XXVI. And be it enacted, That such of the Enactments in-
provisions of the Upper Canada School Act of s sevto be re-
1850, as are contrary to the provisions of this Act, Pealed-

shall be and are hereby repealed.

XXVII. And be it enacted, That the provisions Th's Actto
of this Act shall apply to all School affairs and to 2PP'Y ‘01953
all persons referred to in the said provisions, for the present year
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three.

XXVIII. And be it enacted, That in citing or  ghort Tittes o
otherwise referring to the said Act passed in the § 3 Actsof
Session held in the thirteenth and fourteenth years >
of Her Majesty’s Reizn, and intituled, An Act for the better
estabilishinent and maintenance of Common Schools in Upper
Canada, it shall be sufficient to designate it as « The Upper
Canada School Act of 1850, and that in citing or otherwise re-
fevring to this Act, it shall be suffizient to designate it as « The
Upper Canada Supplementary Schoot Act of 18333 and that in
citing or otherwise referring to the said Acts generally, or to them
and to any other Act or Acts relative to Common Schools, which
may at the time of such citation or reference be in force in Upper
Canada, it shall be sufficicnt to use the expression, “ I'he Common
School Acts of Upper Canada.”

‘Where deposited

[AN ACT



ANNO QUARTO-DECIMO ET QUINTO-DECIMO, VICTORIZ REGINZE,
CAPUT CXI.

III. SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN CITIES AND
TOWNS,

AN ACT TO DEFINE AND RESTORE CERTAIN RIGHTS TO PARTIES
THEREIN MENTIONED.

[Received the Royal Assent, 30th August, 1851.}

Preamble. Y7HEREAS it is expedient to remove doubts
L3th and 141h : which have avisen in regard to certain pro-
Victorl, ('l:upler visions of the nineteenth scction of an Act passed
43, cited. in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of her Ma-
jesty’s Reign, and intituled An Act for the better Establishment
and Maintenance of Common Schools in Upper Cunada ; and
whereas it 1s inexpedient to deprive any of the partics concerned
of rights which they have enjoyed under preceding School Acts for
Upper Canada: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of the Province of
Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under the
authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled A» Act to re-unite
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada,and for the Govern-
ment of Cunade, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the

same, That each of the parties applying, according
Rﬁ.‘:ﬂf;,‘,,i‘" to the provisions of the said ninetcenth section of
eutitled tohaven  said Act, shall be entitled to have a separate school
geparaierchiol in each ward, or in two or more wards united, as
wiion of wards.  said party or partics shall judge expedient, in each
city or town in Upper Canada: Provided always,
that each such school shall be subject to all the ob-
ligations and entitled to all the advantages imposed and conferred
upon separate schools by the said nineteenth section of the said
Act.*

Proviso.

* See Pamphlet Edition of the School Act of 1850, page 21; and also
section 1V of the Supplementary School Act of 1853 in this pumphlet,
page 114,
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IV. OFFICIAL CIRCULARS FROM THFE CHIEF
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FOR
UPPER CANADA.

1. To Local Superintendents of Schools on the apportionment
of the Legislative School Grant, for 1833.

Sir:

I have notified your County Council and Treasurer, through
the County Clerk, of the apportionment to the several Municipalities
of Upper Canada, of the Legislative School Grant for the current
year. Your County Clerk will doubtless forthwith notify you of
this apportionment, so far as you are concerned. A copy of the
apportionment will also be found in the Journal of Education for
June, together with a copy of my Circular to County Clerks on the
subject.

2. On your being duly notiried of this apportionment, your first duty
will be to distribute it to the several School Sections under your
charge entitled to a share in it, as defined in the provisos of the second
clause of the 31st Section of the School Act of 1850. In former
years, the basis of distribution was the school populution in each sec-
tion, between the ages of 5 and 16 years. 'Lhe injustice of this
principle of distribution is obvious, from the fact, that it is not based
upon either the value of property taxed, or the work performed, in
each School Section, but merely upon the number of cLildren of a cer-
tain age resident in each section. !t has often happened that ina
School Section of over 100 children, a school has not been kept open
more than six months in a year, while in another section of less than
70 children, the School bas b2en kept open during nine or twelve
months ; yet the former more yopulous and less working section
received one third more money from the School Fund than the
latter less populous, but more working and more deserving School
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Section. Besides, the object of :ne School Fund being to develop
and ai ], but not supersede, local ¢xertion, th's object is greatly
contravened, when any basis not founded on exertion is adopted in
the distribution of that fund; and therefore this principle of dis-
tributing the School IF'und among the School Scctions of a Town-
ship, was abandoncd in the School Act of 1830, except in cases
sanctioned by the Chicf Superintendent of Schools, in order to
make the transition tu a better mode of distributing the School
Fund as casy and fair as possible.

3. Now, there are two legal modes of distributing the
School Fund among the School Sections, based upon exertion.
The one wode is that which makes the average attendance
of pupils at School the basis of distribution to each School, as
provided for in the Ist clause of the 31st section of the Act
of 1830. To the application of this provis'on of the Act, it
has been objected that it is the average atten:lance of 1851, that
determines the distribution of the School Fund for 1832, and so on ;
whereas each ‘Teacher, (or year,) ought to receive the reward of
his own labour. I think this objection is well founded ; and there-
fore the 5th section of the Supplerentary School Act, (just passed
by tlie Legislature) requires +¢ the "Trustees of each School Section,
on or beiore the 30th day of June and the 315t day of December
in each year, to transmit to the ILocal Superintendent a correct
return of the average attendance of pupils in the school or schools
under their eharge during the six months then immediately prece-
ding ; nor shall any School Section be entitled to share in the
apportionment from the School Fund for the said six months, the
Trustees and Teacher of which shall neglect to transmit a verified
statement of such average attendance of pupils in their School or
Schools.” Tn order to enable Trustees and Teachers to comply
with this provision of the Law, without delay or embarrassment, I
have caused to be printed and transmitted to each of them, with
their Journal of Education for June, a blank form of the return
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required, together with the needful directions for filling it up. Upon
this retuin, which you will carefully examine and check, will be based
your distribution, according to average attendance for the first half
of the current year.*

4. But the 18th section of the Supplementary School Act pro-
vides another mode of distributing the School Fund among the School
Sections of a Township. It enacts, % That for and notwithstan-
ding any thing contained in the Upper Canada School Act of 1850,
the Chief Superintendent of Schools shall have authority to direct
the distribution of the Common School Fund in any Township
among the several School Sections or parts of School Sections en-
titled to chare in said Fund, according to th: length of time in
each yrar, during which the school shall have been kept open by
a legally qualified Teacher in each of such sections or parts of
sections.” In the course of my visits fo the several counties of
Upper Canada, last winter, I was assured by practical and experi-
enced persons, that in some Townships, thinly settled School Sec-
tions couald not compete with thickly settled ones in regard to the
average attendance of pupils at school, but they could, if each
school was aided according to the lergth of time the school is
kept open by a qualified Teacher. To give the weak every facility
possible to compete with the strong, this provi-ion has been intro-
duced into the Act; aml it appears to me to be equitable, especially
since the Supplementary School Act (13th section) limits all rate-

* The folioning extract from the Journal of Luducation for August, 1853,
page 120, will serve to illustrate the principle upon which this distribution
i8 based. ‘A Locul Superintendent enquires:—Que school is kept open
8ix mouths of 4 year—three months in winter, and three months in summer
—with an average attenaance of forty pupils during each three months,
Another school is kept open twelve months in a year—six monhtsin winter,
and six months in summer—with an average attendance of forty pupils
during each six months, Are both schools to receive alike? Or is the
latter to receive twice the amount of the former, having performed twice
the amount of labor¥”  ** The answer is, the latter school is entitled to twice
as large a sum as the former; the principle of the law being to he'p those
that help themselves, and in proportiou as they help themselves,” See also
the annual School Report for 1851, pages 170-174,
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bills thronghout Upper Canada, to one shilling and three pence
per month, for each pupil attending school, and leaves it with the
school electors in each scction, to decide whether they will even
retain a rate-bill to that amount or not. It is therefore no longer
in the power of short-sighted and sulfish persons, 1o exclude any
class of children from the schools, by imposing high rate-bills ; and
as the schools are now by the general law of the land, so nearly
made free to all classes of children, it is most desirable to encour-
age the keeping of vach school open, by a legally qualified Teacher,
during as large a portion of the yrar as possible.

5. But I must request an! authorise you te exercise your own
discretion, aided by the advice of Councillurs or other persons of
experience in your neighborhood, as to which of these two modes
you will adopt the present year in the distribution of the School
T'unl. to the schools under your superintendence. I must, how-
ever, remark that the two modes of distributing of the School Fupd
cannot both be adopted in any one Township ; the one or the other
mode must be adopted for @/ the schools in each Township, and
be based upon cither the length of time or average attendance
reported in the semi-annual return of the Trustecs.

6 Asto Union School Sections, I have not been able to learn
or devisc any one general regulation that could be justly applied to
to them all, without entailing upon the Trustees and other parties a
greal deal ot trouble.  Therefore, the 14th scetion of the Supple-
mentary Schocl Act provides ¢ that the Local Superintendents of
adjoining Townships <hall have authority, and they are hereby re-
quired, to determine the swin or swns which shall be payable from
the School apportionment and asscssment of each Township in sup-
port of Schools of Union School Sections, consisting of portivns of
such Townships; and they shall determine the manner in which
such sum or sums shall be paid; and in the ¢vent of one person
being Locals Superintendent of two or more Towuships, be shall act
in behalf of such Thownship ; and ia the event of the Local Super-
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intendents of Townships thus concerned not being able to agree as
to the sum or sums to be paid to each such Township, the matter
shall be referred to the Warden of the County or Union of Counties
for final decision.”

7. In regard to the apportionment to Separate Schools, the
provisions of the 4th section of the Supplementary School Act, in
connection with the 19th section of the School Act of 1850, are
so explicit, that I need only observe that one-half of what a Se-
parate School may be entitled to for the year, according to average
attendance, should be paid at the end of the first half year, and the
other half (more or less) should be paid at the end of the second
balf year—in each case after receiving the semi-annual return re-
quired by the second proviso in the 4th Section of the Supplement-
ary Act,ane on being satisfied of its accuracy. Itis to be observed
that Separate Schools are subject to the same inspections, visits,
and regulations in regard to reports, &c., as are public Common

Schools.

8. The Supplementary School Act provides for the expenditure
of a sum not exceeding £500 per anuum “ in special aid of Com-
mon Schools in new and poor Townships.” ‘The Loca! Super-
intendent of any such Township is requested to communicate to me
before the end of August, at the latest, any cases of peculiar need
and desert, and the circumstances connected with it ; and when I
shall have examined and compared all the cases thus submitted, I
will make the best distribution in 1y power of the £500 in ques-
ticn, and notify the parties concerned accordingly.

9. In my Circular to the Clerks of County Councils, I have
suggested that each Local Superintendent be instructed to transmit
to the County’ Auditors, by the 1st of Mareh in each year, a state-
ment of the apportioninents made and the cliecks issued by him,
that the Auditors may be able to detect any error (or fraud, if any
should be attcmpted) on the part of Teacher or Treasurer. This
you can easily do ; and it will tend to secure perfect accuracy in a
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vital part of the Schocl system, as yet so defective, and place all
parties concerned above suspicion and abuve the reach of calumny.
10. The provisions of the Supp'ementary School Act will
greatly facilitate the discharge of your duties, will greaily reduce
the occasions of difference and disputes in School Sections, and will,
I think, greatly promote the interests of schools threughout Upper
Canada. We can all unile with renewed confidence and zeal in this
great work, assure:l that our labors will not be ia vaiu.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
L. LYERSON.
Education Office,
Toronto, 220d June, 1833.

9. To Trustecs of Common Schools in the scrercl Townships of
Upper Canada.
GENTLEMEY,

In order to aid vou in the discharge of your important dutics, I
address you a few words respecting the provisions of the Supplementary
Common School Act, which has just been passed hy the Legislature,
and which is published in the Jonrnal of Education for June—an Act
which, while it leaves unchanged the general provisions of the School
Act of 1831, remedies defeets which the experience of the last three
years has detected.

1. My first remark is, that, as enacted in the 27th Scetion, the Sup-
plementary Act applies to all School affairs of the current year. All
the School proceedings, therefore, which have tak 'n place since the
1st of January, are subject to the provisions of this Act.

2. By the 13th scction of this Act, no rate-bill can be imposed ex-
ceeding one shilling and three-pence per mouth for each pupil attend-
ing School.  All other expenses of cach school must be provided for by
voluntary subscription cr rate on property. Reducing the maximum
of all School rate-hills to one shilling and three-pence per month for
each pupil, is the next thing to establishing Free Scho Is throughout
Upper Canada; aud all the hitherto agitating questions at Schaol
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meetings as to the mode of providing for the support of schools, are
now narrowed down to the simple question, as to whether a rate bill of
one shilling and three-pence (or lessyor nothing) per month for cach pupil
shaill be imposed. This provision will largely inerease the atlendance
of pupils at school, as no parent will now keep his children from school
for fear of a heavy rate-bill; it will vastly lessen the topies and
causes of differences and disputes at School meetings; it will render
the duties of Trustees more simple and easy to discharge, and the
salaries of School Teachers more uniform and secare.  The real design
of this nohle provision of the law, and the legitimale inference from it,
ought never to be forgotten by Trustees. A law providing that a
school should be supported wholly or mostly by the property of all,
con'd not have been enacted, except with the design that a Teacher
should be employed who is qualified to teach the children of all—that
is, the scveral branches of an English education tv all persons of school
age residing in the section.  If each man contributes according to his
property to support a school, cach man’s child has a right to be taught
in such school. Should ‘Trustces employ a Teacher (for the sake of
getting a * cheap” one) who is not qualified to teach all children of .
their section the subjects required to he taught in Common Schools,
they would virtually exclude a portion of the children of their scction
from the benefits of the school; they would abuse the principles and
' pervert the great oljects of the Free School system ; they would, T am
inclined to think,render themselves liable to a finc for neglect of duty,and
to a prosecution for damages on the part of parents of children de-
prived of the advantages of the school in conscquence of the incompe-
tence of the tencher employed.  All Trustees sl:ould bearin mind, that
the principle of Free Schoo's aims as much to improve the quality of
teaching and to elevate the character of the school, ax it dues to render
them accessible, without let or hindrance, to all the children of the land,
8. While the 16th Section of this Act secures to each School Section
the benefit of all the taxable property situated within its liniits, the
23d section provides a prompt and easy mode of secining the payment
of all school rates on the lands of absentecs. These two provisions
will be of great advantage to a large proportion of the School Sections
throughout Upper Canada,
fi 4. The 6th soction of this Act invests the Trustces of cach School
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Scction with the same authority to 3ssess and collect rates for the pur-
pose of purchasing school sites and the erection of school-houses, as
they are invested with by law to asfess and collect for other school
purposes ; so that the Trustees need hot, unless they chouse to do so,
apply to a Municipal Council for any purpose whatever, except in re-
ference to the bonndaries of their School Section ; nor has any Muni-
cipal Council a right to interfere in the affairs of a School Section
(except in altering its boundaries), unless at the request of such sec-
tion, made through its Trustees.

6. There are but two particulars in which the powers of Trustees

.are limited. 1. They cannot change the present school site, or select
a new one, without calling a public meeting of their Scetion to consider
it. Sce 6th =ection of the Supplementary School Act. 2. They must
also consult the annual or a special meeting of their section, as to
whethor a rate-hill (of one shilling and three-pence, or less, per month
for each pupil) should be imposed or not. The sclection of a new
school site does not often occur; the decision as to the rate-bill is
annual, and should be made at the annual School Section meeting
With this single exception—and it is reduced to the simple question
of a small monthly rate-bill—the management of all the affuiis of each
School Section belongs wholly to the Lrustees as the elective represen-
tatives of such Scetion.  They, and they only, are authorised by law,
to dctermine the sun or sums that shall be raised, and when and how
paid, for all School purposes, whether for the procuring of a school
site, the erection, repairs, or furnishing of a school-house, the pay-
ment of a teacher, the purchase of apparatus, text-hooks, maps,
library-books, or for any other school purpose whatever,

6. With thesce almost unlimited powcrs, Trustees will be the respon-
sible and blamable parties in every case in which there is not a good and
well-furnishd schoo’house,and asch ol kept open by a qualified teacher.
The 16th clanse of the 12th section of the School Act of 1870 makes
each Trustec personally liable, if he neglects to excercise the powers
invested in him by law, for the fulfilment of any contr.ct or agreement
made by his corporation; anl the 9th scction of the Supplementary
School Act makes T'rustees personally responsible to their Scetion, for
the amount of any moncys which shall be forfeited or lost to their
school through their neglect of duty. If, therefore, a school is not
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kept open in each section six months of each year by alegally qualified
Teacher, the Trustees of such section will be personally liable, on the
complaint of any one of their constituents, for the payment of the
amount of the School Fund forfeited through their neglect of duty.

7. I desire also to direct your particular attention to the semi-annual
returns of the average attendance of pupils required by the 5th section
of the Supplementary School Act. With the number of the Jourral of
Education containing this Circular, you will receive a blank return
for the first half of the eurrent year, which you will forthwith fill up
and forward to your Local Superintendent. The object of this provision
of the Act is, to make the doings of each School Section during each
half year the basis of its participation in the School Fund for such half
year. On this subject, I refer you to what I have stated at length in
my Circular to Local Superintendents.

8. Inthe first thirteen sections of the Supplementary School Act,there
are other provisions relative to Trustees, on which I need not remark,
but ail which are designed to increase the efficiency of the office of
Trustee. The 15th section of the Supplementary School Act, confers
upon School Arbitrators full powers to give effect to their decisions,
and prohibits from being breught before a Court of Law, any question
of dispute between Trustees and Teachers, which may be referred
to arbitration. The office of School Trustee, being now one of great
power as well as of responsibility, I trust that you will earnestly labour
to fulfil its high objects, and thus become instruments of unspeakable
good to the rising and future generations of our country.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
E. RYERSON.
Epucariox Orrice,
Toronto, 24th June, 1853,
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8. To Boards of School Trustees in Citics, Towns and Incorporated
Villages in Upper Canada.

GentLeMEN,—It may be proper for me to direct your attention to
two or three provisions of the Supplementary School Act.™

1. By the first section of this Act, each Board of School Trustees.is
invested with authority (if it shall judge it expedient) to levy and
collect rates for any School purpose whatever. This provision does
not lessen the obligation of the Municipal Council of any City, Town,
or Village to provide, from time to time, such sum or sums, in such
manner and at such times, as the Board of School Trustees shall
require; and the Court of Queen's Bench have decided that
such is the duty of each Municipal Council referred to. I bope it is
not likely that any such Muuicipal Council will hereafter refuse or
hesitate to perform this duty. But there have been refusals, especially
on the part of several Village Councils, and the Board of School Trus-
tees in such cases have been subjected to expense, embarrassment, and
delay. This Section of the Supplementary Act is designed to enable
Trustees to proceed immediately in all such cases, if they shall think
it advisable, to levy and collect such rates as they may require, instead
of proceeding against the Municipal Council before the Court of Queen’s
Bench; and the responsibility and odium of any additional expenses
which a Board of School Trustees may thus incur, will fall upon the
Council refusing or neglecting to perform its duty.

2. The 13th Section of the Supplementary Act restricts, from the
beginning of the current year, all rate-bills to a sum not exceeding one
shilling and threc pence per month for cach pupil attending school. All
the expenses of the schools under your charge, over and above this
rate-bill, must be provided for by a rate on property.

3. Asall the schoolsin each city, town, or incorporated village, are
under the management of one Board, it is not required to distribute the
the School Fund to each of such Schools as is required among the
geveral School Sections of a Township. The Board of School Trustees
will exercise their own discretion in regard to the sum or sums they
may expend in support of each School under their charge.

4. By the provisions of the 4th section of the Supplementary Act, it
will be seen that Separate Schools are not to share in the Municipal
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Assessment part of the Schoo! Fund. As the average attendance of
pupils for the whole year is the basis of distribution under this section
of the Act, the one-half of the sum payable to a Separate School for the
vear, should be paid at the end of the first half year, and the other
half (more or less) at the end of the second half year. The Trustees
of each Separate School must make to your Local Superintendent the
semi-annual returns required by this section of the Act; and he
should visit each Separate School to see that the register is properly
kept, and that the attendance corresponds with the returns, in the
same manner as he is to visit the other schools under his charge for
the same purposes. Where exemption is sought from the payment of the
ordinary school rates, care should be taken that no parties be exempted
except those who fulfil the conditions in which such exemption is per-
mitted.

5. The provisions of the 4th section of the Supplementary Act, while
leaving the applicants for Separate Schools not the slightest pretext of
complaint or agitation against the school system, will not, in the least,
embarrass you in your proceedings, or retard the noble and successful
endeavors which are making to provide suitable school accommodation
and good schools for all the children in our cities, towns, and villagés in
Upper Canada.

1 have the honor to be, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
E. RYERSON.
Epucarion OFFICE,
Toronto, June 28th, 1853.

4. Euztract of Circular to Clerks of Counties or Unions of
Counties in Upper Canada on various matters.
- - » » » L L3 L4 Ld
4. I must again solicit the special attention of your County
Council to the 1st, 4th, and 5th claus®s of the 27th section of the
School Act, requiring each County Council to provide for the
punctual payment, the security, and the proper accounts of the
expenditure of all School moneys within its jurisdiction. Tn my
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Circular to County Clerks ast year, (printed in my Annual School

eport for 1851, pp. 158-162), I showed how impossible it is for
me to know whether the conditions and requivements of the law have
been fulfilled in any County or Township, without full and accurate
accounts of the expenditure of School moneys. I afterwards
transmitted to each County Clerk a printed blank account of
School moneys, with full and minate directions for filling it up.
Yet this year’s County returns of the expenditure of School
moneys are almost as defective as were those of last year. In
about three-fourths of these returns, the expenditure of considerable
sums is imperfectly or not at all accounted for ; defects in financial
accounts which, were they to occur in the returns of any of the
Executive Departments of the Government, would be the subject
of reprobation in the Legislature and by the press generally. The
frequent and accurate accounting for the expenditures of all public
moneys, is one of the essential means of securing their faithful appli-
cation, and one of the essential conditions of good government ; but
if it should continue to appear that in those bodies which are directly
elected by the people,and in regard io moneys specially devoted to
the intellectual improvemeat of the country, there is the least strict-
ness and accuracy in accounting for the expenditure of School
moneys, the fact will go far to prove the inefliciency of elective
bodies, or that our country is not prepared for the operation of the
elective system, in such affairs, T trust that every friend to that
system in your Council, and every friend to the progress of educa-
tion, will see that punctual, accurate, and full returns be made of
all School moneys expended within its jurisdiction, and that the
portion of the School Fund to be provided by your Council will be
punctually payable at the times prescribed by law.

5. 1 have reason to believe that in many, if not in most, instances,
there has been no want of attention in preparing the returns of
School moneys required by law ; but I am assured that the irregu-
arity chiefly arises from the want of punctuality or faithfulness on



141

the part of sub-Treasurers, who, in many cases, I am told, are re-
garded as Township Officers, and who give no security to the

County Council for Schoel moneys placed in their hands. On this

point I beg to remark, that if any Township Treasurer acts as sub-

Treasurer of School moneys, he does so, not as a ‘Towaship Officer,
but as a County Officer, and by virtue of appointinent of the County
Council, as provided for by the 4th clause of the 27th section of
the School Act of 1850, and to which Council he is to give security

for the safe-keeping and punctual payment of School moneys en-

trusted to him, and in the case of the loss of any part of such

moneys, on account of proper security not having been taken by the

County Council, the 43d section of the Act makes the members of

the County Council personally responsible for such moneys.

6. On thisimportant subject I would offer the following suggestions
for the consideration of your County Council. Firstlyy: Whether it
be necessary at all to appoint any sub-treasurers of school moneys in
your county. Most of the Counties are much smaller than in for-
mer years—facilities for travelling and business are greater—a
Local Superintendent’s check to a school teacher is as good as a
bank note, and can easily be cashed by shopkeepers or other men
of business in any part of a county. Secondly,—That if it be still
deemed necessary to appoint sub-treasurers of school moneys, they
be each required to lodge their bonds for the security of such
moneys with the County Clerk. 7Ti7dly,~—That each sub-treasurer
be directed to keep accounts of the Legislative Grant and Muniei-
pal Assessment parts of the School Fund separate, and carry for-
ward the balances of former years. Fowrthly—That no sub-trea-
surer be paid the Legislative Grant for the cwrrent year, until ke
shall have satisfactorily accounted for the school moneysin his hands
for the preceding year ; that in each such case, the County Trea-
surer pay out all school moneys belonging to the Townships con-
cerned. Fifthly—That in order to secure uniformity in the ac-
counting for school meneys, the treasurer or sub-treasurers be re-
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quired to make up their accounts to the 1st of March in each year,
accompanied with vouchers tothe County Auditors ; and I will ex-
tend the time for the Auditors to examine them, and the County
Clerk to transmit to this Department the abstract of them,
together with the Auditors’ gencral Report, as required by law,
until the Ist of April, leaving myself but one month instead
of two to examine the returns before making the annual apportion-
ment of the Legislative School grant.  Sizth/y—That each Local
Superintendent be instructed to transmit to the County Auditors a
statement of the apportionment made, and the checks issued by him,
that the Auditors may thus be able to detect any error, (or fraud,
if any should be attempted,) on the part of teachers or treasurers.
‘Thus will all parties concerned, stand above suspicion, and the ac-
curate accounting for school moneys will be satisfactory and com-
plete. I may add, that I practise the same careful and accurate
system of accounting for all public moneys that pass through my
hands, which T wish to see observed in each Municipality in Upper
Canada.

7. In conclusion, I have great pleasure in referring to the Supple-
mentary School Bill, which has just been passed by the Legislature,
and the provisions of which remedy nearly all the defects which
the experience of three years, and a tour of consultation to the
several counties of Upper Canada, have pointed out in the School
Act of 1850, without changing any of the organic principles or
general provisions of that Act. I have no doubt that the provisions
of the Supplementary School Act will greatly contribute to the
removal of doubts and embarrassments, the lessening of disputes,
the increase of facilities, in the administration of the School Law,
axd the rapid diffusion of education and geneial knowledge through-
out Upper Canada. The increase thisyearin the Legislative Grant for
the support of Common Schools will require a corresponding increase
in the amount of Municipal School Assessments; and as the 13th
Bection of the Supplementary School Act does not permit in any
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School Division in Upper Canada, any rate-bill imposed to exceed
one shilling and threepence per month for each pupil ; and as an Act
has been passed, enabling each County Council to equalize all assess-
ments on property, it may deserve the consideration of your County
Council, how far it may be advisable to increase the Municipal as-
sessment for the support of Schools—thus relieving the Trustees, to a
great degree, from an onerous part of their duty, and rendering the
Schools virtually free to every child in the land.
1 bave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
E. RYERSON.
EvpucaTion OFrICE,
Toronto, 18th June, 1853.
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