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ASHORT 

DESCRIPTION 
OF 

QUE B E C. 
~H~HE city of <l!!ebecis divided 
~~**~ . 
~* T *~ Into the Upper and Lower 
~~**~~ Town; it frands upon the 
K.df~H.x S. E. fide of a very high and 

freep bank, which frretches out into the 
river from· the north fide of the river 
St. Lawrence. The Lower Town ftands 
ripon a flat between the river and hill, 

which is exceeding freep; it is of no great 

breadth, but encircles the foot of the hill . 
B above 
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above a mile in length, from Point Dia­

mond to the river St. Charles : here rnofl: 

of the principal merchants and tradefmen 

inhabit; the hou[es in the Upper Town 
are occupied by the clergy, officers of the 

army, and principal people of Canada. 

Near Cape Diamond, which is the 

[outh part of the town, is the King's 
I 

yard; where there is now on the frocks a 

ihip of fixty guns. Upon four batteries 

in the Lower Town' are mounted forty 

pieces of cannon, forty-twQ and twenty­
Jour pounders; and cover the pafTage up 

to Point Levi,. up to the narrows: the 

communication between this :lnd the Up­

per Town, is by an almoftperpendicular 

paffage, . defended ~bove by nine pieces of 

cannon, and is cut actors by trenches, 
ftrengthened by br~aft-works; [0 that 
1110uld we get po[[eilion of the' Lowor 
',-'own, our conqueft of the Upper wiU be 

but 
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but little forwarded, -'as there are difficul,.. 

ties .whi~h i~ \fill not be eafy to fur .. 
ll1ount. 

Round the Upper Town are plapted up_· 

wards of forty pieces of carman, which 
flank the river: and above' that, on th~ 
top of the hill, is 'the citadel, which com­

mands both towns; the wall whereof are 
{{lid to be twenty-five feet thick. 

N otwithftanding this ftrength towards 
the river, if we could get poffeffion of the 

hills to the weftward of the town, which 

are at leaft as high as the citadel, we ima­

gine it would hold out but a {hort time, 

but before we can carry this 'point, . we 

b;lVe .ma.ny difficulties to overcome: but 

we have brave officers, and men ready to 

face the greateft dangers. The there to 
the .eaftward of the town, is well de­

fended, both by art and nature, and if 

B 2 we 
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we fhould drive them from this poft, W~ 
are then' to force an army greatly fuperior 

to ours in number. 

The palaces of the governor and bilhop,' 
cathedral, jefuits college, and feveral other 
churches and publick buildings, command 
a fine view of the river ; moft of the houfes 
are built of ftone, and frand to great ad­
vantage on the fide of the hilI; but are 
within reach of our batteries erected at 
Point Levi. 

.tHEGE 



SIEGE of ~EBEC~ 

I 7 5 g. 

J U N E the 5th, 1·759' 

~)Ol("lI\ H E fleet under the command of 
~ T ~ Vice-admiral Saunders, fail'd from 
=-~... Louifhurg in high fpirits for 
~bec. 

8th, Pafs'd Cape Ray, and enter'd the 

gulph of St. Lawrence, without any im­
pediment. 

19th, Anchor'dat the I11eBie, .70 leagues 
op the river, and about 60 below ~bec • 

.Here 
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Here the fleet was divided into three divi ... 
lionS', in order to make our paffage up the 

river the eafier. 

20th, General Wolf ~ith the tranfports, 
efcorted by the frigates, left us, with or­
ders to make all poffible hafte up the ri­
ver; whilft we with the heavy !hips fol­

lowed as faft as we were able. 

25th, Anchor'd with tIre fleet at the ine 

of Coudre, 20 league~ from ~bec. The 
admiral !hifted his flag into the Stirling­
Came, and with the Alcide, Pembroke, 
Centurion, and Sutherland, failed up th~ 
river, as the Devoniliire, frigates, &c. had 

already done. We found Admiral Durdl 
riding here, with· his fleet. They arrived 
about the middle of May. 

28th, Anchofd with the fleet between 
the ille of Orleans, ~d the fouth lhore. 

In 
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, In the evening the ,trOOps landed without 
oppofitio~ :----This ifiand is about eight 
leagues in length, and about five miles 
from north to fouth, where broadeft, and 
divided the river into two channels; that 
for large £hips lying on the fouth-fide is 
llhollt two miles in brea!ith, the weft-end 
is about thr~e miles from ~bec, and 
very near two from each £hore. 

30th, ,We anchor'dwith the men of 
war, bombs, &c. off the weft~crnd of Or­
leans, between it and Point Levi, OQ the 
fouth iliore. Here the river alters its 
courfe to S. S. W. whereas it runs from eall 
to weft, up between the iflaiId and the 
maIn. About a mile and a half above 
Point Levi, and oppofite to the c:ity of~­
ber, the river is not a mile broad.---In the 
evening a brigade under General Mon,ck­

ton landed at Point Levi, and took poft 
there 
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there, with very little ]ofs; but the rtext 

day a body of Canadians and Indians in­

commoded our troops at Po{nt Levi, the 

ground being woody; but their com­

mander being kill'd, they difpers'd, with 

little 10fs on our fide. At night the enemy 

taking thi! advantage of a frefh wefterly 
wind and ebb-tide, fent down feven large 
fire ftages upon us; but by the bravery of 
the boats crews, who boarded and towed 

them off with huzza's, the whole fleet 
efcaped, though many [hips were in 

great danger. By prifoners we are in­
form'd, that· the greateft. part of the Ca­

nadian force was drawn to ~bec for the 

defence of it, and encamped between 

that city and the falls of Montmorency, 

about feventeen thoufand ftrong: that their 

regulars amounted to between three and 

four thoufand; the reft were Canadians 

and 
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and ~ndians, the greateft part train'd to 

arms. The banks cm the north-fuore 

are "high and fteep; from the mouth of 
the river St. Charles, which runs into the 
country, under the works of the town to 
the falls of Montmorency, at the diftance 

of fix or feveD miles, they have a breaft:-. 

work on the bank, and are entrenching 
behind it. The weft fide of the river that 
falls' at Montmorency, is defended in' the 

fame manner, quite up to the mountain; 

and they truft more -to theie defences than 
to ~eir town, and' are in no manner of 

apprehenfion from us.-Note, Great part 
of this intelligence is obvious, as we have 

a view of five diftinCl: camps, capable of 
holding many more troops than their ac­
counts met:}tion; and we cal) obferve them 
very bufy in fortifying their pofts quite to 
~e falls. We find, that the banks abreaft 

of~bec, on the fouth fide, command 

~he greateft part of the city,al).dthat by 
C batteries 
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b:1tteries frdm therice we may lay it i1\ 
allies. From this place we ~ave a 'fine 
view of the city and its defence towardS 

!he river. 

July 4th, A flag of truce was tent by 
the general to the town, to acquaint the 
govenior of out defign of attacking it on 

the part of his Brit~nick majefiy; and 
a1fo to inform him, that he was order'd by 

his mafier to carry on the war in this 

country with the utmofi lenity; that he 

expects the troops under his command will 

follow his example, and that the inhuman 
praCtice of fcalping, either by Indians or 

others, may be put a fiop to, as he fhall 
anfwer the confequence of its being feverely 
revenged: at the fame time we fet at lL 
berty twenty-five women, that were taken 

by us iIi the river. Monfieur Le Marquis 
de Vandreuil, who commands in the town, 

return'd it ·very polite ahfwet, and defir'd 

the 
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the admiral might be acquainted, tha,t as 

two gentlemen had ·been taken off the ifle 

Condre by his people,belongillg to Admi­
ral Durell, the greateft care ihouldbe 
taken of them, and that as [oon as he 
thought proper to remove our lIeet .and 
army he would retnrn them: they made 
no fcruple .of informing our officer, that 

they were well acqu-ainted with our (orce~ 

and were furprifed we ihould attempt the 

conqueft of this country with fuch a hand­
ful of men. 

_ 5th~ The batteries were begun~ . and the 
ordnance landed, all the ihips fent their 
boats, to row guard above us, as we ar.e 
apprehenfive of the enemy fending down 

fire-ftages, which we learn, are preparing 

in great numbers ·above the town. What 

ihips they have are above the town, but 

how far up, we are not able to difcQver. 

C 2 



( I2 ) 

7th, OUf barge, founding between the 

north-fide of Orleans and the main, was 

chac'd by feveral cannoes a!hore upon the 

ifland, and was taken with one of the 

people, being wounded, the reft efcaped 

to our camp. 

8th, The Porcupine floop, and an arm'd 

Brig, fell down between the ifland and the 
r.orth-!hore, a little below the falls; two 

Small batteries fir'd upon them going down, 

but did no damage. At midnight General 

~r olf, with two brigades . from Orleans, 

landed· below the falls, without oppofition, 

the enemy keeping within their pofts, to 

the weft of the fmall river of Montmo­

rency ; of which the narrow part is deep, 

and very rapid, and falls into the river St. 

Lawrence from a precipice, of 200 feet 

high; the banks of the river above the fall 
4re very high and freep, efpecially on the 

weftern fide, and are entrench'd and de_ 

fended 
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fended by breaft-works, in the fame man­
ner as the banks of the river St. Lawrence, 

from the falls to~bec. Admiral Holmes, 
with the Captain, Dublin, Vanguard, 

Medway, and Shrewfbury, came up, and 
anchor'd off the weft-end of Orleans; and 

Admiral Durel, and the refr of the three-
I 

deck ihips, &c. remainder of the fleet' 
lie off the eafi:-end of the ifland. 

loth, Our bombs threw feveral ihells 

into the French camp nea.\ Beauport, which 
they return'd with 1hot from their batte­

ries, that is large boats with· a gun each, 

of 12 to Z4 pounders, of thefe they have 
about twenty, in different parts of the 

river, who keep fo clofe under their own 

breaft, that we can get no opportunity of 
cutting them off.-In the evening the Cap_ 

tain dropt as clofe in thore as the depth 
of the water would allow, and fir'd feve­

rat broad-fides at their camp, which they 

were 
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were oblig'd to move a little farther back; 

but as they are entrenched cloCe· to their 

breafi-works on the bank, cannot drive 

them from thence. At night the enemy, 
having got a ,mortar down to their camp, 

threw feveral iliells very near the Captain 

and the Bombs, upon which they weigh'd 
jnd drop'd out oftheit reach. 

11th, The enemy made a very briik fire 
from tLe town, on our batteries, ereCting 

on Point Levi. 

12th, The communication between the 

fleet and our camp below the falls being 

-interrupted by their battoes, we mounted 
two 24 pounders on Orleans to proteCt the 

paifage, - our troops at Montmorency, 
which are about 3000, ar"e encamped clore 
to the eafiermofi fide of the falls, as the 

enemy is to the wefiward, within muCquet-
1hot of each others centinels. 

13th, 
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! 3th, At night our batteries at Point 

Levi, of fix 32 pounders, and four mortars, 
were opened on the town; at the fame 
time the bombs having dropt up play'd 
upon it alfo; but the ebb tide making very 

ftrong down, their anchors came home, 
and they were obliged to drop down 

agam. 

The enemy having opened a {mall bat­

tery to the ~eftward of the falls, fired 
briikly upon our camp; but upon drawing 
fome of our cannon on the bank below 
the f~lls, foon filenced them. This day 
the mortars were landed from the bombs, 
in order to be mounted on Point Levi; we 

keep an ince{[ant fire from thence on the 

town, which they return, but with little 
effeCt. 

Our carca{[es from the battery on Point 

Levi fet the Upper Town on fire, which 

burnt 
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burnt with· great fury for fever-a! hours, 

before it was extinguiilied; we could ob­

{erve the eHerny Hry induftrious in forti­

fying their pofts, having intrenchments 
and redoubts cut acrofs the country, and 

at Beauport have a pafs guarded by 20 

pieces of cannon. At the :mouthof the 

river St. Chatles they have two hulks, with 

a teer of guns each, to defend that paffage 

up the river, befides being commanded by 

great part of .the cannon fmm the town . 

.our firin g con tin ues to do great execution 
uponthetown; in the nighttheSutherland, 
Squirrel, two tranfports, and two floops, 

having soomen from the camp at Point 
Levi1 ran paft the town, with a light breeze, 
fa.vourab~e, and tidepf Rood. The ene­
my kept a hot fire at them, but did no da­

mage: the Diana going up ran a-ground 
.upon Point Levi 
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20. General Wolf and Admiral Holmes 

went up by land to the fleet above the 

town. 

2 I. The detachment above ~bec 
ianded o~ the north {hore, at the' village 

of Trenibleau, ten leagues above ~bec 

with little oppoiition; they took 300 pri­
foners, moftly women, and fame booty, 

and re-embarked again with the lo[s of a 

few men. 

22. In the night the cathedral of~­
bee, the largeft and moft magnificent 

building of the kind in this part of the 

world, was fet on fire and confurned by 
our carcaff'es, together with a great num-

ber of the houies in the Upper Town. 

23-'. In the Morning before day-break 

the Loeftoffe and Hunter got under [ail 

to run' above the town, but the wind 

b takina 
;:, 
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taking them {hart abreafi of the town, 

were obliged to. put back under a ve~y 

[mart fire, but received no damage. A 

flag of truce was rent to ~bec with the 
women taken at Trembleau; notwithfiand­
ing this, and a great many other infiances 
()[ our lenity !hewn to the enemy, weiind 
little benefit accrue to us from them, they 

con.tinue- to [calp every perfon who is un­

happy enough to faU into their hands.-A 

_proclamation was iffued by gen~ral Wolf~ 

and affixed to the church doors throughout 

the country, acquainting the inhabitants, 

t,hat: as the war carried on here is not in­
tended againft them, but againil: the forces 

and forts of his moil: Chriftian Majefty. 
he therefore invites them and, their fami­

lies to return to their refpeCtive habita­
tions, on or before the loth of Auguft, 
where they !hall be protected in their reli­
gion and liberty, and have all the indul"" 

gence granted to the fubjeets of his Bri­
tannick Majefty; but if not, and they frill 

perfift. 
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perfift in their refolution to carry arms, he 

will then. defrroy, and ruin. to the utmofl:, 
all their poifeffions that !hall fall in his 

power. 

~4. At n.ight feveral buildings in the 
Lower Town fet on fir~ and con[umeJ. by 
bur !hells. 

3 I. In the morning two armed tran[­
ports got under way, and at high-water 

ran aihore, clofe to the enemies batteries, 
a little above the falls of Montmorency, 
and began a very fmart tire upon them, 

which they ret~rned. At feven the troops 
from Point Levi and Orleans embarked in 
the boats, and at eight rendezvoufed in two 

lines betweel} the iiland and the north 

iliore.: The grenadiers, in the .firft line, 

fupported by 200 Royal Americans, and 
Amherfts, and the Highlanders in the fe~ 

condline? at the [Jme time the Centurion 

p 2 droft 
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drapt as near as poffible to their batteries, 

and kept a continual fire upon them, which 

they returned upon the boats with eight 

pieces of cannon and two mortars; which~ 

notwithftanding our being within point­

bbnk !hot for feveral hours, futtered very 

little. Th~ enemy's !roops in the mean 

time fill~ their breaft-works and trenches, 

an::1 behind them paraded with an army 

rrreadv fuperior to ours in nnmber. Not-
C> J 

withfiandtng this, their batteries, the height 

of the bank, fLeep and dimcult ofaccefs, 

and many other difadvantages, the greateft 

fpirit and chearfulnefs was difcernable 

through. OUf whole army, and all waited 

v,.ith the utmoft impatience for the mo­

ment of attack. General vVQlf row'd at 

the head of us, and gave his orders with 

great calmncfs, and fo did the reft of our~ 

gen~ral officers. Admiral Saunders was 

greatly expofed, and the fleet had like 

fO have 10ft in him a gallant com-

3 man~ 
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l1)ander,' a thell falling [0 near his boat .as 

~o damage [orne of the oars and half fill 
per with water; at poon the fidlline of 
boats was ordered in. a-breaft of the batte­

ries, but Come of the boats grounding up-, 
on a ban~ [orne diftance from the thore. 
were ordered off ~ain; Gel1eral.Town­

fend, with ~fI the troops from Montmo­
rency, except the light infantry, :were in 
readil1e[s at the [arne time to march a-cro[s 

the ftrand and pailing between the falls 
and river to join us at our landing. Colo­

nel How, with the light infantry, were at' 
the [arne time to makt;: a faint (Df pailing 
Montmorency river, [pme diftance above 

the falls, to divert ~he attention of the ene­

my. At four the firft line of boats was 

landed, apd the grenadiers, without wait­

ing for form, or orders, ruilied on with 

the greateft impetuofity for the bank, 

where they received from the enemy fuch 

~n inceffant'fire of mu[quetry, as muft be 

far 
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far eafier to conceive than to defcribe; but 

:firm to their purpofe, and nothing daunt­
ed, true Englilhmen, they endeavoured" td 
furmount all difficulties. and attempted to 

gain the :fieep bank; and would. in ali 

probability have fallen a facrifice to their 
bravery, if a violent and fuddert fquall of 
wind and rain had not put a :fiop to the 

enemy's fire, and at the fame tlme made it 

impoffible for thofe brave fellows to pro­

ceed further, occafioned by the exceffive 
.flipperinefs of the ground: During this 
time General T ownfend with his brigade 

paifed below the falls. and advanced' to 

join us. but the General finding the diffi­
culty of the attempt, 'and unwilling to fa..,. 
crifice fuch brave fellows with fo little pro­
bability of [uccefs. ordered the retreat to 
be beat. and fortunately for us. the lower 

part of the :firand WiIS out of mufquet 

fuot. After getting the wounded into the 

poats, GlNleral Wolf, 'with the rS!mamder 

of 
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()f the grenadiers and highlanders, joined 
General Townfend, and marched in g<?od 

Qrder along the ftrand to\yards the falls, 
and embarked Amherft's in the boats, fa .. 
luted all the time by the jnfernal clamours 

of the I~dians, and the Vive Ie Roy of the 
French; though the Poltroons~. who were 
twice our numbers, dared not tome down 

to us, though9ften invited by the hats 
waved at them from our general" officers 

and troops: at five we took the people 

out of our armed trmfports and fet fire to 

them; the enemy kept a c()ntinual fire 

(rom their batteries on our troops as they 

marched along the ftrand~· but providen­
tially did little execution; o~r grenadiers 

had po1feffion of one of their fmall batte­

ries, but in the confwion fC?rgot to fpike 
up the guns; the evening was employed in 
tranfporting the troops to their. refpective 

pofts. OUf lofs this day was fixty killed, 
~nd between .i and 400 wounded, aU 

which 



( 24 ) 
which we got off in the boats, except :i 

Captain of the Royal Americans, who we 

hear is prifoner among the French, but 

mortally wounded; the Indians, according 
to their barbarous cuftorn, {hipped and 

fcalped the dead, and with difficulty this 

,officer efcaped, being refcued ,by foine 

French officers. What lofs the French 

have fuftained we can only guefs at, but: 
fuppofe it to be confiderable, as a conti­

tlUal fire was kept from our train at Mont_ 

morency, and from the Centurion and two 

armed ihips: our whole body of troops at 
this attack did not amount' to 5000, 

while the enemy acknowledge theirs to' 
be I 6000; but the advantage of the ground, 

not their number, fought againft us; and 
it is the general opinion, that half our 

troops in their fituation would have been a 

fufficient match for their whole numeet. 

, :A.utufl 
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4ugiift I; General vVolf, in public or­

der, thanked the I-tr-rhLmders and Am-
oJ ' 

hetft's for their idldier-like behaviour, in 

bnding and forming therhfdves On the 

frrand. and there fixing themfelves in or~ 
der of battle, till they receiv'd his orders'; 

at the-fame tiniehe greatly blamed the 

raG1nels and temerity of the grenadiers, in 

adv~ncing in that irregular manner, with­

out 'waiting f.or his orders, or tin i~ vvas 

paffible for the r~:ft of the troops to fuftain 

them; and that fuch immlitary proceed­
ings intirely bteak his plan of operation, 

and was the apparent cau[e of the repulfe 

they had received yefl:erday 

7th, General Murray, with Amherfc's; 

and partof the light infantry, marched up 

to the !hips above, th;e town; ,and in the 

night twenty-two hat-i?9ttom boats p:1i1 it 

undifcovered 

E c>-
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8th, General Murray embarked with his 

troops on board the {hips that lay about 

five leagues above ~bec, and Admiral 

Holmes took the comm~nd of the fuips1 

without koifting his- flag:- this body of 

troops c,mfified of Amherft's, three batta­
liems of Royal Americans, and a detach-:­
ment of light infan try and marines, amount­
jng in the whole to 1300 effective men. 

9th, The fleet above the town ~nchore<J 
at Point Tremble ten leagues above th~ 
town, and with all the troops (except 200 

marines) attempted to land at the village 

of Tremble. on the north fuOIe, but were 
repulfed with the l~[s of forty killed, and 

. about 100 wounded: the enemy confifted 
of 4000, of which were two battalions of 
regulars, and a party of horfe. 

- 14th, General Murray with his troop$ 

landed on the fouth iliore, oppofite Point 

Tremble~ 
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Tremble, with the 10[s of 12 killed and 
23 wounded: our troops' encamped and 
took a confiderabl~ number of catt1e~ killed 
8 of the enemy., a.nd took ~ few prifoners: 
by one of them we were informed, that a 

general officer commanded at Point Trem­
ble when w:e made the attack; .that it was 

his exprefs orders to his troops not .to fire 

till ours were half on 111ore, but fear got 
the better of their difcretion, and faved the 

heft part of our troops. 

15th, Six· marines were furpriz'd and 

carried off from OUi camp at St, Antho­

ny's. General, Murray fent out parties/rom 

thence to deftroy 'all thehoufes in that 

diftriCt; .parties weredeta~h' d likewife from 
our camps at Montmorency and Point Or-

leans, to deftroy all the buildings (churches 

'excepted) and .their corn: one of thefe de­

'tachmen~s from Montmorency fell in with 
a party of Can~dian~, headed by a priefi: 

Jwenty of which they took prifoners, and 

E 2 killed 
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killed feveral. InireturnJo~ many nCts of 

cruelty, the prieft ~d the reft of the p'ri­

fanel"s were put to dpth~ and fcalp'd by 

our rangers. 

20th, The troops' (matines e~cepted) 

e;rnbark'~ from 8t: AnthollY'~ in the night, 

under General Murray, and row'd up un­

der cover of it, to the v il! age' of Chaffi­

bean: at the'fame time, a feint was ffi:1de 

to lund at Point Tremble, if< order to de-:: 

ceive the enemy. 

2 I ft, At break of . ~ay our troops landed 

at Chambe<!u, 18 leagues above ~bec~ 

on tLe ndrth fuore, without any oppofi­

tion: they ddhoy'd a grand magazine o~ 

the enemy"s regulars, the effeCts of the 

people of ~~bec,· a great quantity of 

powder, fome plate ::md [pecie~which was 

all deftroy'd by nre. ,ih noen, ha ... ~ng com: 

pleated their defgn} em~ark'd withOl;t 

10[s, 



lo[s~ jufi as a'great body of the enemy ap.,. 

pear'd in fight. We learn'd here, that the 

fix marines, taken the 15th, were fcalp'd 

by the Indians. In the evening \ve burnt 

an arm'd floop of the enemy's, and then 

landed again at .• the camp of St. Anthony. 
From Chamqeau we faw the enemy's fri-' 

gates very plain? lying about two leagues 

above us; but the channel being very intri­

cate and dangerous, .the merchant ihips lay 

fpme leagues above the frigates. 

22d, Admiral Holmes, with the Cap-­

tains of the Sutherland and Squirrel, went 
to examine the river to Chambeau, which 

they found impracticable to {hips without 

a full tide, a frdh eufterly wind; .and good 

pilots. The two firfr of thefe feldom 

happen at this time of the year; and the 

laft we cannot procure, as this upper na­

vigatiqn is little known: the Fren~h {hips 

when they went, up, had their- guns and 
flares 



fcores out, but lie now now in deep water 
with their guns in. 

28th, The troops at St. Anthony em­

bark'd in the flat-bottom boats, and pafs'd 

the town without being obferv'd; the fhips. 

above the town were left at anchor off 

Point Tremble. This day began to em­

bark the train from Mont~orency. 

30th, The Lowefioff and Hunter, wit:1 

two tranfports and three floops, pafs'd the 

town in the night, under a very fevere fire 
from thence. In the morning part of the 
troops from Mon tmorency were remov'd to 

Orleans, being fEn employ'din bringing the 
train from thence; {)ur maroding parties 

.contimie to burn anddeftroy all the effects 
{)f the enemy they can meet with. 

September I, In the evefling the Sea­
. 'horfe and fome tran[ports pafs'd the tciW:n, 

which faluted them with a pretty warm 

fire 
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n.rein their pafTage. Embark'dfromMont­

mqrency thereft of the train. ' 

2d, In the forenoon embark'd all our 

troops from the camp at Montmorency, 

'" ithout 10[s of a man, though the enemy 

fir'd very [martly on our boats from their 

batteries at Beauport, and from thence to 

the falls, but without [ucce(s: at noon 

landed our troops at point Levi. 

4th, In the night 32 flat-bottom boats. 

pafs'd the town without being obferv.'d by 

the enemy, and join'd the fleet under Ad~ 
miral Holmes, who lay about four leagues 

above ~bec. 

5th, About 3,500 of the t,c>=,?S march'd 

up from Point Levi, and in the evening 

embark'd on board Admiral Holmes's fleet. 

Tb~s body of troops c:oniified of Amheril's, 

Br:lgg'~, Anthuth~r'sJ Otway's, Knndy's 
Frazier's, 
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Frazier'~. Roval Americans, and the li2:ht 
, I"" 

infantry, with the grenadiers of the whole, 

and were commanded by all the general 

ofiicers. 

6th, In the mornmg Admiral Holmes 

made up with his fleet to St. Nicholas, fi~ 

leagues above ~bec. N.B. This Morn­

ing the Rodney cutter fail'd exprefs for 

England. 

7th, Landed 2200 of the troops at St. 
Nicholas, on the fouth thore, in order to 
·refreth them, being. extreamly crowded in 

the tranfports. 

12th, Re-embark'd the troops from St. 

Nicholas. without the 10f6 of a man; :and 

as the inhabitans of St. Nicholas had not 

attempted to difiurb our troops, either at 

landing or when on fuore, their houfes 

and effects were left untouch'd.-In the 

evemng 
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evening all the tre0t's were order'd to hold 

themfelves in readinefs for landing, and an 

order of the general'S read to them, to this 
e'ffea-,-" That as a large body of the 
enemy were march'd to oppofe General 

Amherft, and a great number of the Ca­
nadians had left the enemy, and a general 

di[~ontent prevail'd th.roughout the whole, 
now was the time to fhike a l1:roke, which 

in all probability would determine the fate 
of Canada; that he intended to land in a 
f.\lace where the enemy leaf\: expeCted him; 

that-the lhips with the remainder of the 

troops, after the firll: dif-embarkation, 
would follow the boats, fo as to Jecond 
their landing immediately, and that the 

troops. at Point" Levi would march up clore 
'to the,intended place of landing; fo that 

our whole force ~ould be conneCted in a 
'yery fumt time, and fo foon as form'd, 
iliould endeavour to bring the enemy to 
pattie~" He then reminded them of what 

F they 
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they owed their country, their families an4 

the~felves, and what fuch a body of vete~ 
qms were ab.Ie to do againfi: five battalions 
of regulars~ and a rude uQ.difciplin'd mili­

tia: conquefi: a~d glory awaited them, 

,and he expeCted every thing from their re­

{ol~tion and conduCt. At nine in the 

evening 1600 of the tt:Oops were em-:­
bark'd in the boats, commanded by Ge­

neral Monckton, who was to make the 
.nrfi: landing ,at midnight: the boats ren­

dezvous'd .in a line a-breafi of AdmirtJ 
Holmes, who lay abput five leagues above 

~bec~ 

13th, At one in the m.orning the boats 
. -that had the tro.ops in were .order'd to 
row down ~e river (it being then ebb-tide) 

in the fa~e prder as the troops were t.o 

11ll1d, viz. the light infantry firft? then 
Bragg'S, 1\nfi:ru~her's, Kennedy's, Liif­
coIle's2 and a detaclunent Qf Frazier's; 

at 
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at two the frigates and tranfports, with 
the reft of the troops follow'd them. In 
r6w~hg down the boats were difcover'd by 
the enemy, but they expecting fOllle boats 
down with provifions, under cover of the 
night, let tis pafs without examination. 
At Four we landed the troops about two 

tniles front ~bec" with fmall 100s, none 
but the enemy's centinels being there. 

An attack is refolv'd on, and, let it be 

remember'd, for the honour of England, 

that though the enterprize is hazardous, 
exceeding doubtful, and attended with the 

utmofi: danger in every fhape, nbt the 
leaft dejection br fign of fear appears among 
the troops: 0Ii the contrary, an uncom­
mon eagernefs in them to attack the foe 

is plairi in every countenance : they are 
impatient to be lead on, and the General 

officers but with great difficulty can re­

ilrain their impetuofity; it fhould feern as 
F 2 if 
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if their courage rofe in proportion to the 
labours they have to furmount; orpel!­

haps they. are fir'd with the refolution of 

revengi~g their companions who fell in 

the late attack, and are determin'd to pUi­

~ilh the infamous and inhuman practice 
of fcalping, if the place lhould fall into 
our hands, which however, feems greatly 

dou~tful: it will jn all probability. be 
owing to the refolution the men have 
taken, of not being made· prifoners, de­
ter'd from falling ieto the enemy's hands" 

from the infernal practice above-men­
tion'd being fo often exercis'd upon thofe 
who are unhappy enough to fall into their 

hands. 

~rom tllis difpofition of the men, and 

the condl1:ct and prudence of a very good 
fet of officers, gre<l:t things may be expect­

.ed, efpecially from the Gentleman who 

,o,lJlmands .in chief, who, in' his military 

capacity" 
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capacity, is perhaps' equalled by few, and 
exceeded by none; and when riper years 
have matured a found judgment, the great 
talents he poffe1fes in' the art of war will 
fhew themfelves to advantage,; yet, if I 
can read right, though no man doubts his 
courage, he is not fanguine in his expec­
tions of reducing the' place, and can depend 
on nothing but furprife, fome bold and 
unexpected firoke, or as the French call 

it, coup de main; for' this no troops in 
Europe are fo- fit as ours for refolution, 
and a contempt of death are characteriftic 
of an Englifu {oldier. 

How many lives mufl: be loft of the few 
troops we have before we can hope to fuc­
ceed; had General Amherfl: been able to 
'have joined us, fomething might have been 
done: as' it is, he comes to~ late, for either 
the place will be taken, or we ~uft return 
to England before he arru'es; in the latter 

cafe 
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cafe he mull: fail as well as we, ~nd"owUtg 

to the fame caufe, "want dftrumbert~ 

Could the junCl:ionhaV'e taken place_ 
1IVe might bid defiance to united ftrength; 
of French, Indians, and Canadians. 

There can be but little hopes of taking 

the place by affault, for though the M-en 

of war might be of infinite fervice in fi­
lencing" the batteries of the Lowet Townl 

yet the greateft, and indeed an almoft in­

'furmountable difficulty would yet remain; 

for the few paffages that lead from the Up­
per to the lower town are ftrongly in­
"trenched, and our fhips can" by no" means 
teach the upper batteries. 

The country is extremely firong, and 
the enemy have added much to its natural 

:ftrength; and, have now, for the defence of 

"the river, "floadng batteries and boats, 

which 
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which in a great mea[ure frufirate our de .. 
figns: feveral parties of Indians are like­
wife troublefome to us, by hovering round 

pur _ advanced pofis, and we have ~itherto 

iOund it impofiible to elude their vigilance. 

Every thing is in motion, aut;! a few 
,hours will probably determine the fate of 
Canada. 

If the General ihould attempt to afcenc,i 

-the rock, it is ~ work of much labour and 
difficulty, if at an praCticable; and ihould 

pur troops perform this difficult under­
taking. I ihall for the future think lit~e of 

Hanibal's leading an army over the Alps; 

the rock is rumoR: freep, ~d the fummit 

feems to me inacceffible to an army; this 

at leafr a.ppears to be the Opinion of the 
French, who :place no centiQe1 there, 

and feem perfeaIy fecure that it will neve­

pe attempted. -- All difficulties have 
been 
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been furmounted, and fuch a blow llruck 

as will amaze pollerity: our brave General 

lead on the troops to the hills above-men­

tione~,and was the nrft mm that began to 

clime it; the men followed their leader with 

the utmofi: alacrity, and at len~th afcended 

the ftlmmit: as foon as they were formed 

the enemy advanced, and fent a party to 

the bottom of the hill to cut off our re ... 

treat, but they were themfelves cut off hy 
the troops that remained below. Tho(e 

above being attacked by the enemy, had 

re(erved their fire till the French advanced 
within forty yards of them, then made 

a general difcharge, which threw the ene­

my into coJ?fufion; our people improved 

the advantage, and with their bayonets 

puihed them over the river St. Charlesr 
and into the town: this fuccefs was dearly 
purchafed by the 10fs of our brave General~ 

who was wounded in the-.beginning of the 
action, and died foon after, but not before 

he 
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he had the fatisfaCtion of being told the 
. day was OUTS. I uiecontented then the 
hero cry'd, my life was due to my coun­

try, happy if I have been the means of 

adding conqueft and glory to it: he died 
with calmnefs, and dofed a well-fpent life 

by an aaion· which throws a luftre upon 
the arms of Britain; like the old Theban, 
he died and conquered: the affliction of 

the army beft fpeaks his merit; he was 

the fincere friend, the gentleman, and the 
foldier: .at a time of life when many have 

but the ~ommand of a company, he had 
raifed ~imfelf by his merit almoft to the 
top of his profeffion: it is to be hoped his 
grateful country will decree thofe honours 

to his breat~lefs corps, as living he would 

undoubt.edly have received. 

The enemy, after their firft repulfe, 
made a fland at fome diftance, but were 

foon broke by the brayery of our troops, 
G and 
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and ran into the town for 1helter in the 

greatefr confullon imaginable; there was 

dreadful Daughter on their fide: the con .. 

fEet was {hort but bloody, upwards of 
600 of our men being wounded, though 

not above 40 killed outright: the difparity 

in the number of killed and wounded was, 

no doubt, owing to the enemy's firing at 

too great a diftance, for their balls were 

a1moi1: fpent before they reached our men; 

feveral of onr people having received con­

tUllons on parts ""here the blow muft have 

been mortal, had they referved their fire a 

little longer: thus ended the thirteenth 

day of September, a day which will reflect, 

honour on the Britiili al:ms for ever. 

I 4th, MonGeur Montcalm, the French 

commander in chief, was brought on board 

our fieet, but died foon after of his wouJ1ds; 

he ,,'as a gallant officer, and deferved a 
petter 
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better fate. Twb commanders in chief of 

the different armies killed in one'day, is an 
event, that, if my memory ferves, never 
happened before; the next in command 

to Monfieur Montcalm was alfo killed; 
and feveral other officers of note: General 

Monckton dangeroufly wounded on our 
fide; Coionel Carlton has received a ball 
in his head, which it is feared has frac-

tured his ikull; Major Barry has loil: his 
nofe. - Mem. 'The Highlanders did pro­

digious execution in the purfuit with their 
broad [words. General Wolf's body was 
brought to the fleet, and now lies in his 

coffin, on board the Stirling Came, in or­

der to be fent to England for intermentr 

Our troops are entrenched on th~ back 
of the citadel, and our men of war are 
preparing to batter the town; it is expect­
ed it will be ftormed· to-morrow, both. by 

land and fea. 
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17th, At noon a flag truce from ~­
bee was [cnt with terms of capitulation j 

and rent back with an[wer, that four hours 

only would be allowed j returned again at 

the expiration of that time, with terms 

which were agreed to. 

At eight this IJ10rning the capitulation 

was figned, the garri[on have obtained bet­

ter terms than they probably would have 

done, on account of the General having re­
ceived information, that a reinforce of800 

men, under the cornman ofMonfieur de 

Bougainville, was in full march to reinforce 
the garri[on; add to this, that no time was 

to be 10ft on account of the. advanced [ea­

[on; the wet weather it was apprehended 

might have cau[ed ficknefs amongft the 

troops, and il:orms endangered the fleet; 
betides, had breaches been made in the 
walls of the town, there might not have 

been time [ufficient to have repair'd them 

-before 
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before the arrival of the expected fuccours ; 

thefe contiderations haftened the figning 

the capitulation: the regulars and Canadi­
ans under arms are prifoners of war, and 
are to be fent to Old Fr~nce, and they are 

now embarking for that purpo[e. 

FIN I S. 


