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PREFACE. 

IN presenting to the puhlic this vo!umf of .Va

val Disasters, we trust it will not be amiss, to prefix Ii 

few words explanatory of the nature and subject of the 

work. In these sheets the reader is presented, not 

with the ficWious .picture of imagination, but the bold 

. hand of unsullied truth here records, what human na

ture, by the will of Divine Providence, has been call

ed to suffer from that tempestuous element, to which 

He has said, " Hitherto shalt thou come and no farther, 

and here shall thy proud waves be stayed." 

DOES the heart of sensibility send forth a tear of sym

pathy, at beholding the fire devouring and consuming 

the house of a friend, and him, together with his fa

family, turned destitute into the street 1 How much 

more will it be effected, then, when witnessing the 

scenes herein exhibited~ 

BEHOLD the ship sardy gliding along upon the 

smooth sea, every heart bounding with joy, at the 

prospect of their soon reaching the destined port, and 

once more embraciug those friends from whom they 

bave long been separated; when, all' at once, a 

cloud arises-the sun withdraws its light-the tempest 

rolls on, accompanied with all the horrors of midnight 
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darknfss-she drins headlong upon the rock~-ah! 

fatal moment. Where DOW shall they seek for refuge 1 

No kind friend is present to lend the aid sufficient to 

protect tbese unhappy sufferers; but the few remains 

ef the wreck must float (hem they know not where, 

destined often to satisfy the cravings of hunger, and 

to prolong a lingering life, by drawing nutrimtnt from 

the vilest crumbs, and if at length victorious over the 

waves, falling at last, perhaps, a sacrifice on deso

late coasts, to the deadening blasts of unaccustomed 

dimes, and the still more fatal cruelties of unfeeling 

hr,rbarians. 

To seamen, we tl'u::;t this volume' wiII prove a valu

able acqui~itiol1; as they may here learn not only to 

guard against despondency, should they be called to 

experience the like misfortunes, Lut with cool deliber

ation to choose the best method of preservation. 

THOSE readers who wish to acquire a knowlctlg~ of 

hurmm nature, will here behold, on the one hunll, the 

tha:'actor of those, who, under the most trying cir

l umstances, manifested SUC~l trails of heroism, fortltud<.', 

Rn,l generosity, as will be ueheld with admiration; 

wbile on the other hand, he will shudder at the recital 

(. f those acts, which the cruel haUlI of neccilsity ha~ 

cbli;ed them·to perpetrate. 

13 a compilation embracing the objects of the pre

sent volume, the compilers wrely need only advert, 
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for the satisfaction of those readers, whose curiosity 

may draw them more particularly to events immedi

ately connected with the history of their own country, 

to the consideration, that on account of the infancy of 

the American Nation, and the extended commerce of 
the many, and more populous Europe'an Powers, 

greater attention could not, consistently, have been 

paid to domestic occurrences, without an abridge

ment of accounts, which, selected from the experi

ence of all ages anli nations, must, in their nature, be 

ealculated mucb more de~ply to intere~t, 
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LOSS OF 

THE BRIG SALLY. 

CAPTAIN TABRY, 

AUGUST 8th, 1767, whildn latitude 25, bav
ing a strong gale of wind, the brig SaUy was laid to un
<ler her ml'in stay,sail till ten o'clock the Hext morning, 
when she was hove on her beam. ends, and in less than 
five minutes turned keel upwards, so that they had on
ly time to cut away the lanyards .of her main-mast. 
There were on board Anthony Tabry, Master j Hum
phry 1\'lars, mate; Jost'ph Sherver, Samuel Bess, John 
Burnll, mariners, who were drowned; six other mariners, 
viz. Peter Toy, Daniel Cultan, John Davis, Alexan
der Lallderry, Pilter Mayes, and William Hammon, 
h~ving got hold of the top-mast which floated alongsitl~, 
tied it to the stern, and supported themselves by it, till 
about five o'clock in the evening, when the cabbin-boy 
swam to the hull, and threw them a rope, by which 
they got on the botttm of the vessel, where they were 
still in a dismal plight; th~ first want that invaded them 
was drink, this drove away all thoughts of meat. The 
main-mast, with all the rigging, the lanyards having 
been cut away, came up alongside, from which they 
got the wreath, (a square hoop which binds the bead of 
the mast,) with which, and a bolt of a foot long, they 
went·to work on her bottom j in the mean time keeping 
their mouths moist, as well as they .could, by chewing 
the stuff of her bottom, she not .havmg any barnades. 
being lately cleaned; and some lead which was on hei, 
bolY, and drinking their own water: in four days time 
Peter Toy died, raving for drink, whose body they 
threw off the vessel t:le next day. In this man!,er did 
they work for six days, without meat, drink, or sleep, 
not daring to lie down 'fOI' fear of falling off the vessel; 
the si'{th day they got a hole in the brig, where they 
(,)und a barrel of bottIt; beer; this they drank very greed· 
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iIy: they soon got another parcel, when one of them put 
the others on an allowance. The eleventh day of their 
being on the wreck, they got a barrel of pork, which 
they were obliged to eat raw .. 

As to sleep, as soon as they got a hole through- the 
vessel's bottom, they pulled out a great number of staves 
and shingles, and made a platform in the saIlle place, but 
so small it Wail, that when they wanted to turn, they 
were obliged to wait till the sea hoisted the vessel, and 
when ~he fell again with the se~ they were almost froze 
to death. Thus did these poor miserable fellows live 
for thirteen or fourteen days: after they got the pork, 
they made a kind of net with a hoop, some shingles, 
and ropes,which they got from the mast; this they let 
into the se~, witb some pork, and caught'a few small 
fish, which,.with two or tlireemicetheycllught on board 
the brig, afforded them several most ·delicious repasts, 
raw as they were.: this lasted but aJew days, as they 
could not catch allY .more; when they were obliged to 
return to ,their pork. which .bad .b.ecome quite putrid by 
the salt water g.ettioginto it,. . 

'1'0 their,great joy, on the 1st of September, in lat. 
26, 15, long. 'lV, 10, ~t 4 o'clock ,in the afternoon, they 
could just perceive.a vessel to windward of them, w ... .o.ich 
seemed to stand some time for them; it was then they 
uespaired, as.that morning they had drank the last bottle 
of their beer, and that one was all they had: for that 
oay they worked hard to get at the casks of water in the 
hold, but they were so far from them, that they could not 
have got at them in a long time: about sun half an hour 
high, the vessel stood for them, and came so near that 
they perceived a piece of canvass that they had on the 
wreck supported on a board, bore down for it, and 
about seveQ or eight o'clock took them on board; she 
was the brig Norwich, Captain Robert Noyes. Thus 
were they relieved when death stared them in the face, 
by a Captain who used them kindly, gave them food and 
clothes" as their own were rotted off their backs, washed 
their sores, and gave them plasters, as they were almost 
raw from head to foot with the heat of the sun and "alt 
water, which, in many places, had eaten hole~ in their 
flesb. 
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SHIPWRECK OF 

THE COUNTESS DE BOURK, 

ON THE COAST OF ALGIERS . 

.I..1U1 Adventures of Iter Daughter, lrIadem~iselle de Bout:i!', 
in 1719. 

T HE Count de Bourk, an Irish officer in the ser
vice of Spain, having been appointed ambassador extraor
dinary by his Catholic lUajesty, to the Court of Sweden, his 
consort, the daughter of the Marquis de Varenne, who re
sided in France with her family, determined to join him 
at Madrid. With this view she demanrled and obtained 
a passport for herself and her whole family, excepting 
one of her sons, three or four years of age, whom she 
left with her mother the lVlarchioness de V aI·enne. As 
she passed through Avignon she was joined by her bro
ther, an officer in the navy, who accompanied hel' to 
Montpellier. Here he dissuaded her from going by land, 
thr~ugh the armies of France and Spain, though the 
Marechal de Berwi~k had offered to exert his utmoEt 
endeavors to procure her a sale passage to the Spanish 
frontiers; and his son, the Marquis de Berwick, had 
promised her any escort she wished from the frontiers to 
Gironne, where he commanded tile troops of his Catho
lic Majesty. 'l'he dread of the armies imlueed her to 
listen to the representation, that without incurring; so 
many dangers and so great an expense, the shortest -way 
would be to embark at Cette, from whence shf' might 
reach Barcelona in twenty-four hours. 'l'his plan she 
adopted the more "eadi:/, as she had before mafle ~cve.·al 
voyages. Having procured anot!ler passport she repair
ed to Cette, where she found several French vessels; 
!:>~It as none of them were bound t{) Spain, dIe wu" 

B 
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ohliged to take her passage in a Genoese Tartan, that was 
feady to sail for Barcelona. ' 

l\1'udame de Bourk embarked with her son, aged eight 
years, her daughter nine years and ten months; the Abbe 
de Bourk, four female servants, a steward, and a footman. 
'l'hese, with two othel' persons, composed the ,~hole of 
her suite. She likewise had on board part of her effects 
and much valuable property.: among the rest a rich ser
vice of silver plate, a portrait of the king of Spain, set 
in gold, and enriched with diamonds, .&c.; the whole 
forming seventeen bales or packages. 

'l'he'l'artan set sail on the 22d of October, 17] 9. On 
the tile 25th at day break, an Algerine corsair, command
t'd by a Duteh renegado, appeal'ed about two leagues to 
windward of the 'l'artan, whieh was then in sight of 
the coast of Palamos. 'l'he Captain despatched his long 
boat, with twenty armed 'l'urks, to take possession of 
lIeI'. As they approached they fired seven or eight mus
],et shots without wounding any person, because the 
whole of the crew had either fallcn flat on the deck or 
concealefl themselves. 'J'he 'l'urks .hoarded the Tartan 
f word iu hand, and wounded one of Madame de Bourk's 
f<ervants - ill two places. 'l'hey then proceeded to the 
(:abin, where that lady was, plae.ed four centinels over it, 
and stood with the Tartan towards the corsair. On the 
way the'l'urks ransacked every part of the vessel. They 
found some hams, which they threw overhoard, but 
greedily devoured the pasti.es, and drank immoderately 
of the wine and brandy. ~. 

\Vhen they came along aide the corsair they removed 
:>JI the Genoese into her, and immediately put them in 
irons. 'l'he ChPtain then went on board the Tartan to 
Madame de Bourk's cabin, inquiring who she was, of 
what nation, \rhence she came, and whither she was 
bound. She replied that she was a French woman, that 
fhe was ('oming from France, and going to Spain. He 
cl('sired to see her passport, whieh she shewed him,· 
without tufferillg it ·to go out of her hands, fearing the 
barbarian might destroy it: but ~,pon the assurance o~f the 
corsair that he would re(ui"D it uuto her when he had ex
amined it, shp resigned it to him. After reading it witb 
his interpreter, he restored it to her, Illlying that it was 
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good, and that she needed to be under no apprehension 
for herself, her suite, and her property. Madame de 
Bourk then requested, that as she was free both hy her 
passport and her country, he would lan(! her in his long 
boat on the coast of Spain, to which they were so near; 
observing, that he owed this mark of respect to the pa,:'
port of Fl'ance; that by his compliance he woulJ spare 
her much fatigue, and her husband excessive anxiety; 
and that if he would renuer her this servic~, she would 
make him a suitable acknowledgement. 'rhe corsail' re
plied, that, being a renegado, he could not gratify he;, 
wishes, but at the peril of his own life; it being an easy 
matter to persuade the Dey of Algier~, that under the 
pretext of a French palj,Sport he had released a family 
belonging to some power inimical to his state, if he 
landed her upon Christian grounu; that it was absolutely 
necessary she should accompany him to Algiers, that If. 

representation of her passport, and her person, might be 
made to the Dey, after which she would be delivered to 
the French consul, who would procure her a conveyance 
to Spain, in any way she might think proper. He adder!. 
that he gave her the option of removing to his vp,:~d, or 
remaining on board the Tartan, where bhe would enjoy 
more liberty and tranquility than in his ship; adyi~ing he. 
to adopt the latter proposal, as it would not be prudent tl) 
trust herself and all the females who accolllpitnieJ h(';', 
among nearly two hundred 'Turks or M ,1'8, of which thi.) 
crelv of his vessel consiste!!. Madame de Bourk ac
cepted the latter proposal, amI the cllptain sent on board 
only ~evt'n TlIl'ks, or Moors, to work the Tartan, whic:l 
he took in tow after taking away her boat, three allchor~, 
amI all her provi::.ions, exeepting what belonged to Ma
dame de Bourk. Afier tltis arrangement the corsair bore 
away f'r Ahrie!s. Madame de Bourk made him a pre
sent of her watch, and gave another to the 'rur'kish com
mander of the 'rarfan. 

0:1 the 28th a furious tempest arose, and continued 
Iii! the 30th, dul'in~ which the cable that lashe"d the tW() 

vesse:s (u~,·tller, parted, and the 'Tartan was separated 
r,'-.Hl the pi .. ;ck, The commanding officer and the other 
'1'111'\, being extremely igilorallt ill naulical malH£uvres, 
all'.! wititout any compass, thai lJdung;ing to [he Tartau 
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having been broken in the fury of boardin~, resignelttlle 
direction of the ship to the winds and the sea. Never
theless, the Tartan was driven on the 1st of November, 
without accident, upon the coast of Barbary, into a gulf 
called Colo, to the eastward of Gigery. 'rhere they 
came to an anchor, amI the commander being unac
quainted with that part of the coast, ordered two Moors 
to swim to shore to inquit'e of the inhabitants where he 
was. 

The Moors in the vicinity perceiving the Tartan, re
paired armed, and in great numbers, to the shore, to op
pose any landing: they conjectured that it was a Chris
tian vessel, come for the purpose of carrying off their 
cattle, but they were undeceived by the Moors belonging 
to the corsair, who informed them that it was a prize. 
taken from the Christians, and had on board an illustri
ous French Princess, whom they were carrying to Al
giers. One of the Moors remained onshore, the other 
swam back to inform the captain what coast it was off 
which he had anchored, and its distance from Algiers; 
telling him at the same time that they must have beeh 
driven past that city by the violence of the wind which 
had prevailed for several days. Upon this intelligence, 
the commandrr, impatient to depart and join the corsair, 
did not give himself time to weigh the anchor, but cut
tinf!; the cable, set sail, without anchor, boat, or compass. 

He was not hr:r a league from the gulf when he paid 
dearly for his impru(lence: a contJ'ary wind arose, 
which, in spite of his exertions, dl'Ove him back to the 
shore; he attempted to use his oars, but, with the few 
hands he had on board, they were perfectly useless. The 
Tartan struck upon a rock and went to pieces. 'I'he 
whole of the stern W<lS instantly under water, and Ma
ClUne de Eourk, who was at prayers in the cabin with 
J1CI' ~(iIl and female domestics, had nearly perished with 
them. 'l'hose who were at the head of the ship, among 
\;hom w<', c the Al,he de Bourk, Mr. Al'ture, an Irishman, 
the stewar,i, olle of the maids, and the footman, clung 
to that part of the wreck which remained on the rock. 

MI'. Arture perceiving something in the water, ~trug
gling with the waves, ventured down, and found that 
it wa' LVIademoiH:lle d~ Bourk, whom he rescued froll'l 
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hl'r PC:!'i!0us situation, and delh'ered her into the hanus of 
the Steward, reeommemling bel' to his earl', adding, that 
(~Jl' his part he would betake himself to the sea, as he was 
the only person who eould swim. Fortunate would it 
have been for him if be had not trusted to his dexterity; 
Itlr from that moment he' was never 'seen more. 'rite 
Abbe first deseended from the wreck to the rock on which 
the Tartan stmek; he there supported hiJ]:~clf some 
till "" a;ainst the violence of the ,\'avcs, by means 
of bis knife, wbich he had tbrust with force in
to a cleft of the rock. 'I'he sea broke 5cHral times 
over him, and cycn threw him upon a dry rock, where 
he had only a small arm of the sea to crm,s, in order b 
arrive at the shore. '1'0 a-;·,ist him in reaching it he en
df'RVoretl to i'.eize a plank from the wreck, that was nen!' 
him, but failed. At length, by means of an oar, he gain
ed a l'Ock communicating with the main land. 

He was seized and stripped hy the 1\1oors on the shore 
who cut off all his clothes, even to his shirt, and other
wi~e ill-treated him. While some were thus en~agerl, 
o(\;el's in great numbers threw themselns illto ihe sell, 
in expectation of a rich booty. '1'he steward, who held 
?tfallemp!sf'i:c de Bourk in his arms, made a sign to two 
of these iJarbarians, who approached him, and when 
ihey were within four paces, he threw her io them with 
all his might; they caught her, and laying hoJJ of her', 
one by an arm, and the other by a leg, they conveyed 
her to the shore, where they took away only one of her 
shoes amI stockings, as a token of servitlllle ... The stew
ard, who confirmed all the circumstances of this fatd 
"Wllt, has repeatedly declared, that while he held her in 
his arms, upon the approach of the barhariall~, she saitt 
to him, with an air superior to her years, "I am not 
afraid that those people will kill me, but I am appreher.
sive that they will attempt to make me ('hunge my reli
gion; however, I will rather suffer death than break nry 
promise to my God." He confirmed her in this gener
OLIS sentiment, declaring that he had taken thf' same re
solution, in which . .she earnestly exhorted him to persc
vcrf'. 

The maid servant and the footman then thrl w them
~eh'es into the water, when~ they )'\'CI"\ rccr::i,'cd I,y the 
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i\Ioors, who assisted them in crossing the arm of the St'H, 

and conducted them to the shore, where they stripped 
them quite naked. 'l'he steward having committed him
"df to the mercy of the waves, and making use of a cord 
to assist him in getting from rock to rocli, was met by a 
Moor, who likewise stripped him before he arrived at the 
shore. 

In this deplorable and humiliating state they were at 
first conducted to some huts on the nearest mountain. 
'l'hey were hurried forward by blows, along rugged roads, 
which tore their feet. The servant maid, in particular, 
was to be pitied, the poor girl being almost covered \\ith 
blood from the wounds she had received in scrambling 
over the rocks. Each of them had besides a burthen of 
wet clothes, and they were obliged to carry the young 
lady by turns. Having arrived half dead, at the mouIl
tOlin, they were received amidst the shouts of the Moors, 
nnd the cries of the children. 'l'hese barbarians had 
with them a gl·eat many dogs, which are uncommonly 
numerous in that country; the animals being excited by 
the tumult, joined their barkings to the general discord. 
One of them tore the footman's leg, and another took a 
piece out {)f the thigh of the maid servant. 

'l'hese unfortunate people were then separated; the 
female domestic and the footman were delivered to a 
Moor of the village, and Providence permitted Mademoi
&elle de Bourk to remain under one and the same mas
ter with the Abbe and the steward. He first gave eaeh of 
them a miserable cloak, full of vermin; their only food, 
after such fatigues, consisted of a morsel of rye bread, 
prepared without leaven, and baked underneath the ashes, 
lvith a little water; and their bed was the bare ground. 
The steward seeing his young mistress quite chilled by 
her clothes that ,yere soaked in the water, with difficulty 
procured a fire to be made, before which he wrung them 
out and dressed her again before they were half dry, be
ingunable to remain naked any longer. In this manner 
she passed the fit-st night, terrified and comfortless. 

']'he place in which they were, contained about fifty 
inhabitants] all of whom resided in five or six huts, con
stmcted \lIlh branches of trees and reeds. Here they 
jjved to;:;cther PfU-mell, men, women, children, anI] 
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beasts of every description. The barbarians assembled 
in the hut where the three captives were, to delibemte 
upon theil' fate. Some, conformably with a principle of 
their religion, advised that they should he put to death, 
conceiving that the sacrifice of these Christians would in
sure them the joys of Mahomet's paradise. Others from 
a principle of interest, and the hope of a great ransom, 
were of the contrary opinion: thus the assembly broke 
up without coming to any determination. 

The ensuing day, having sent for the inhabitants of the 
neighboring villages, they returned in greater numbers. 
This was a day of continual alarm to the new slaves. 
l\'Iany of the barbarians made the most outrageous mena
ces, pointing to the fire, and giving them to understand 
that they would be burned alive; others drawing their sa
bres, appeared resolved, by their gestures, to cut oft' their 
heads. One of them seized Mademoiselle de Bourk by 
the hair, applying the edge of his sabt'e to her throat; 
others charged their muskets with ball, in the presence of 
their captives, and pt'esented them against their cheeks. 
'The steward signifie(j by signs, that he and his compan
ions should esteem it a felicity to die for the Christian 
religion, and that all the loss would be their'3 as they 
would deprive themselves, by this act of inhumanity, of 
the ransom they might otherwioe expect. Upon this the 
most outrageous relented a little, but the women and 
children every moment renewed their insults. 

They were guarded "ith such yigilance, that a MoOt" 
with a helbert in his hand, attended them on every occa
sion, the barbarians being apprehensive that they might 
escape, or that their prey might be taken from them by 
force. With the latter they were, in fact, threatened a 
few days aftenvards by the Bay of Constantine, who de
manded that the prisoners should be sent him, or he 
lVould come in person with his army to fetch them away. 
The Moors replied that they feared neither him not' hi· 
army, even were it united to that of Algiers. These 
Moors do not acknowledge the sovereignty of Algiers, 
though surrounded by its territory, and naturally the sub
jects of that power. 'l'hey live in perfect independence 
nnder the denomination of Cahail, 01' the revolted; uu,) 
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I.be mountains of Couco serve them as impregnable ram-
parts against all the forces of Algiers. . 

Such was the state of these victims of m.isfortune, 
overwhelmed with fatiguf', unable to obtain repost', tor
mented with hunger, and consigned, without any human 
assistance into the hands of merciless barbarians. These 
ferocious men en'n appeared 50 enraged against them, 
that when they spoke to them the fire flashed from their 
eyes, and the white wlti.·,) is so perceptible in the Negroes 
and Moors, could not ue tI;~tinguished. '}'he maid ser
nnt and the footman experienced trials equally afflicting, 
and were still deprived of the consolation of seeing their 
mistres"" or hearing any tidings of her. 

But even these accumulated evils, which left them 
without any other comfort than what they derived from
rcligion, were insignificant, in comparison with the hOl'rid 
spectacle which was soonprcsented to their eyes. '}'he 
Moors, not contented with having in their possession the 
five persons who had escaped from the wreck, endeav
ored to recover some of the effects swallowed up by 
the sea, and whkh they conjectured to be of considera
bl~ value. As they were excellent divers, they soon 
raised the· bales and chests, as well as the dead bodies, 
from the bottom of the sea. They took with them the 
steward and the footman, to assist them in removing what
enr they might save, to the mountain. After dragging 
the bodies on shore they stripped them for the sake of 
the clothes, and with flints cut off Madame de Bourk's 
fingers to get her rings, fearing lest they should profane 
their knives if they came in contact with the bodies of 
Christians. 

What a spectacle for the unfortunate captives! to be
hold the remains of persons so respectable exposed as a 
prey to wild beasts; and what was a thousand times more 
afflicting, to the insults of the Moors, who took delight 
in heaI"ing the sound produced by stones thrown on their 
bodies, swelled with the sea water. The steward en
deavored to represent to them; as well as his constel'llu
tion would permit that it was a violation of humanity, and 
that they ought at least to suffer them to be interred, but 
they replied that they never buried dogs. The footman 
ba,·ing a load upon his back., a Moot· endeavored to. 
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make him pass by the bodies, because it was the shortest 
way; but he was unable to compel him, and the virtuous 
domestic, penetrared with horror, chose rather to climb a 
steep rock than to behold these melancholy objects. The 
steward, upon his return to the mountain, durst not men
tion his grief to Mademoiselle de Bourk, but concealed 
from her the horrid ~ight which he had witnessed. 

The Moors meanwhile divided the booty; the richest 
stuffs were cut in pieces and uistributed among the chil
dren to decorate their heads; the silver plate was sold to 
the highest bidder, and three goblets, each of which was 
worth at least twenty pounds sterling, were sold in a lot 
for lesii than five shillings, because, being tarnished by the 
sea-water, the Moors, from their color, supposed them to 
lle nothing but copper, and of little value. With respect 
to th-e books which they found, they regarded them ru; 

useless lumber, and were easily induced to resign them 
to the steward and the footman, whom they compelled to 
assist them in removing the packages_ The steward like-
wise saved his writing desk, which proved extremely use
ful, as we shall presently see. 

During the three weeks that they remained at this 
place, Mademoiselle de Bourk took advantage of the 
writing-desk, and a few leaves, of blank paper which she 
found at the beginning and end of the books brought by 
the steward, to write three lettel's to the French consul at 
Algiers; but none of them was received. 'I'hree weeks 
after their shipwreck they were removed into the midst 
of the lofty mountains of COllCO, where the sheik, com
manding these barbarians, apparently resided. 'I'hey 
were escorted by twelve of them, armed with sabres, 
fusils, and halberts. They obliged the abbe and the stew
ard to carry the young lady alternately over the rugged 
mountains_ Accustomed themselves to climb those pla
ces with rapidity, they ul'!!;ed them on with blows to walk 
faster than they were able. By these means they made 
a long days journey; at night each of them received a 
piece of bread, and enjoyed the comfort of sleeping upon 
boards for the first'time. 

'fhe sheik and chiefs of the Moors held a consultation 
I'especting their captiVf's; but being una hIe to agree ahout 
the IliVj,jOIl of them, they resolved to send them back tl) 
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the place whence they came. Eefore they departed,the 
steward having taking a little straw from !;ome ,of the 
beasts near the spot, for his young mistress to lie upon, 
the master oC the hut W(lS S0 enraged that he snatched up 
an axe, obliged him to lay his head down upon a block, 
and was about to strike the fatal blow, but was prevented 
hy a MoOl' who accidentally entered. Three or four 
times a day, acconling to theh' barbarous humor, they 
came and seized them by the throat, after shutting the 
door of the hut for fear of being interrupted, and with 
their sabres in their hands threaL ,"led them with instant 
destruction; but an invisible power restn:ined their arms 
and repressed their fury. 

As they were still detained, notwithstanding the reso
lution that had been taken to send them back to their 
first master, the latter accompanied by a 'l'urk fl'om En
gie, came to fetch them; but sixteen armed Moors, of 
the mountains, compelled him to resign them. The bar
barian,.disappointed of his prey, seized the young lady 
and drew his sabre to cut off her h~ad; but the Turk, by 
his remonstrances, prevailed upon him to desist from his 
sang,!inary purpose. At length they were permitted to 
depart. Those who escorted them on their return, tired 
with religious zeal, or impelled by their bloorl-thirsty dis
position, were ready every moment to sac.rifice their ill
fated yictims. On one occasion, amang many others, 
they took the abbe (1\1(1 the steward behind a thick bush 
to sacrifice them h their pl'Ol'het; but they once more 
escaped from this imminent dange. 

They arrived in the evening at the village, the scene of 
their dreary sen·j(mk. lrere they fi'cquelltly received 
only the raw lean'S of turnips to eat, without bread. How
ev:r, the friendship which the children, by degrees, con
celYed for the young lady, outailled her the indul);;cnce of 
a little milk with her bread. 

At length a fOlll'th letter, written by Mademoiselle de 
Bourk to the consul, and the only one '~'hidl came 10 hand, 
arrived at Algiers on the 2.+th of NovelEbf'f, and \',-as sent 
by the Dey to the French consul, who immedi,.telv CO!!:

munica!('d its contents to M. Desault. 'l'he unf[J~ttlIlate 
r·lung lady there relatell, in a ~imple, bl1t aifectil1,{ man
(,~)', that, an~l' the shiIJ\Y~cck ,~f her mether, she and het' 
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suit had been consi~ed to the most frightful and abject 
slavery; that they were dying of hURger, and subjection 
to every kind of ill treatment that could be inflicted by 
the enemies of religion and humanity; and that they 
were devoured by "Vermin. She implored him instantly 
to take compassion on their misery and to send them some 
relief, till he was able to procure their liberty, of which 
the continual menaces of the barbarians tended to pep rive 
them of all hope. This letter deeply affected all those 
who read it. -Every one made an offer of his money and 
Ilis services to M. DesauH, who <lid not want much en
treaty on the suhject, being intimately aC(luainted with 
the family of Mademoiselle de Bourk. He iustantly gave 
orders for the equipment of a French tartan lying in the -
port, purchased clothes and provisions, and obtained of 
the Dey a letter of recommendation to the grand mara
bout, or high priest of Bugie, who possesses the gl'eatest 
authority OHr those people. He likewise wrote to the 
young lady, and sent her several presents. On the eve
ning of the same day the tartan set sail, and in a short 
time arrived at Bugie. 

There, Ibnillim Aga, Ule national interpreter, sent by M. 
Desault, in the tartan, presented the Dey's and 1\I. De
sault's letters to the grand marahout. Though sick, the 
latter instantly rose from his bed, mounted his horse, with 
the mm'about of Gigery, the interpreter, and six or seven 
other Moors, and proceeded to the mountains, which w(>re 
five or six days journey from Bu~ie. Upon their arrival, 
the Moors, the masters of the captives, having descl'it'd 
the company at a distance, shut themselves up in their 
Imt, t~ the number of ten c. twelve, with drawn sahres. 
~J'he marahouts knocked violently at the door, and asked 
\I"hel'(' WNe th(' Christians. They rec'elyed for "n~w("r, 
that they were at the extremit:: of the ,-illage; but a l\Ioor, 
who was within, made a sig-II that they were in the hut. 
The company immediately alighkrl, aud ordered the doOi" 
to be opened. '],he Moors then fled, and the marabcuts 
('utel·ed. 

At the ~ight of tgem th.c sIa,-es ('onceived that their labt 
honr was come; hut their appl'ehensicns were soon dis
pelled (IY the /!,l'and mal'about, who went up to Mademoi
iieile de Boark und delivered the consul's lettel's, together 
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with the provisions he had sent her. He and all his suite 
passed the night in the hut, and the next morning he sent 
the childl'en of the Moors in quest of the fugitives. They 
came in compliance with his orders, and kissed his hand, 
according to their custom;. for the Moors entertain a pro
found veneration for their marabouts; they fear them 
more than any other power, and their malediction is more 
formi$ble than all the menaces of Algiers; and it is in 
the name of the marabout, and not of God, that the pOOl 
ask charity, 

The grand marabout likewise sent for the governor of 
the mountains, and the chiefs of the huts composing the 
village. When they had assembled in that where he was, 
he informed them that the occasion of his visit was the re
lease of five French subjects who had escaped from ship
wreck; that France being at peace with the kingdom of 
Algiers, they ought not, contral'y to the faith of treaties, 
to detain these people, all'eady too unfortunate in having 
lost their relatives and their property, without depriving 
them of their liberty and their lives; that though the 
mountain Moors were not subject to the authority of Al
giers, yet they enjoyed the advantages of the peace with 
France: and lastly, that they would be guilty of great in
justice if they did not release them, having already ob
tained a rich booty from the wreck. '1'he Moors, thougb 
their arguments were bad, defended themselves as well as 
they could. 

Dudng this contest, the joy which had animated the 
metched captives at the pl'Ospect of a speedy release 
from the horrors of slavery was gradually dispelled:
gloomy inquietude succel tIed the ray of hope which had 
dawned upon their minds. But their consternation was 
extreme, when.the interpreter told them, that the Moors, 
induced by the authority and reasons of the marabout, 
agreed to set the slaves at liberty, upon condition that the 
~heik, or marabout, should retain the young lady; saying 
that he intended her for a wife for his son, a youth about 
fourteen; that he was not unworthy of her, and that if she 
were even the daughtcl' of the king of FI'anee, his son was~ 
her equal, being the offspring of the kin!! of the moun
tains. This new incident appeared more °distressing than 
all the others, and their captivily slIelled less dreadflll 
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dIan the necessity of leaving their mistre8S, so young, 
and without any kind of support, in the hands of the barJ 

barians. 
N.otwithgtanding all solicitations, tIle sheik remained in

fi{):Jcible j, but at length the marab9ut, taking hhIl aside, put 
into bis Iiaild a few sultans df gold, with the prolllise of 
more. The goldinstaritly rendered him morc tractabte. 
He agreed to release all the captives for the sum of nille 
hun~lred piastres, to be paid irl1lilediately. In cOBclutling 
thi~ bargain, .the mountaineers declared to the deputies 
that their consent was the effect of the veneration they 
entertained for their marabouts, and did not originate from 
any fear of the Dey of A!giet:s. Thenuu·about havhlg 
left a 'l'urk as art hostage, together with several jewels bc
longing to his wives, departed with the five'slaYes. 

'l'hey proceeded to Bugie, where they arrived on the 
9th or Docember, embarked the "following day, and llillded 
at Algiers on' the 13th, at day-break. The consul went 
to mect them, and.condu<;t them from the port to the am
:hassadorls hotel, which was crowded with Chlisti(ll1s" 
Turks, and even Jews. The ambassador. received the 
young latty at the entrance into the court, and first con
ducted hel· to his chapel, where she Jleard mass, and then 
T~ Dellln was sung to thank the Almigr.ty for this l:appy 
,deliverance. 

Scarcely any of the spectators could refrain froin tears. 
Even the 'l'nrks and Jews appeared to be affected. In
deed, this young lady, not quite ten yem·s of age, after ell' 
<during the hardships, pl'ivatioHs, and di"tresses of slaver)', 
retu:llctl a certain ail· of dignity; her manners and expres
sions announced an excellent education, and 1l1,\'llifesicd a 
mind SHPCri,"'l" to the cruel trials to which she had be~n 
,,-,xposed. !'-ile .persons belonging to her suite declared 
that she had always :been, tllC fir!1t to enconrage them, and 
had frequently exhorted them rather to suffer deaill ihall 
to bdray their fidelity to their God. 

ALer some days allQwed to these uUfoJtu.I'llLte personlJ, 
'IlmI the Moors, by whom they were aUeudcct, tOl'~~l'l:it 
~rf,j~~msefn'R) the ~ine bmHl."l' J piast;'es agreed to l:e paid, 
as the ransom of Mademoiselle (]c Bou:'~, antl the per
lOons of her suite, were delivered to the deputy of the 
gmwl m:wahout. JVI. Desault.likewise added some pre-

C 
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sents for the maJ'about bimself, and the other officers whu 
had been concerned in the negociatiom 

On the 3d Jan. 1720, Mademoiselle de Bourk, accom
panied by her uncle and female attendant, embarked in 
M. Desau}t's sh~p, and after a few ordinary accidents ar
l'ived at Marseilles on the .20tb of Marck Her uncle, 
the Marquis de Varenne, came to recei\te her from the 
hands of lU. Desault. 

Mademoiselle de Bourk remained several years in the 
bosom of her family, tillber marriage witb the MMquis 
de '1'--. She passed ber life agreeably witb him, and 
has not been dead many years. Her children, prior to 
the revolution •. hCld a distinguisbed rank in Province. 
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':rRE AThIERr6WlN SHIP HERCCLES r 

CAl"l'AIN lnENJA~HN 8'1'00'1' j 

On the C()(J,8t ofCajfl'aria, the IGL', of June, 17gB, 

THE aCCDunt of the fate of the American ship 
Hercules, (and of the 'adven:tures and sufferings of he-.. 
crew,) which set out on her voyage fr"'ffi Bengal in the 
month of D?cember, 179q, involves so much interest, as 
CarirlOt fail to prove extren'lely entertaining j nor can it he 
better detailed than from the account given by the com· 
IDa..,der, Captain Benjamin Stout j whose intentIon it was, 
to take in a private ft'eight fol' Hamhurgh, but not undin;:; 
one that would answer his expectations, he c!Jartcrcn h~; 
sbip to the Biitish E:cst India Ccrevany, who were at that 
time busily employed in shipping rice for Engl:md, Iu
telligence havin9 l'eached the settlements in India, t:1«t 'C 
failure of corn tllrou:~hcut tna whole of Great-Britain was 
likely to rroducc a famine, the inost active and lnudable 
cKertions . were made in India lJ supply t11:1 marIrets nt 
home Wial ricc_; am! he received on IxHti'il upwards of 
nine thousand bags, Witil directi0ns t6 'p~Gces? to 'London 
with e7cry possih!e dcsJ1!ttch, 'rhe creW, mast of which 
riaving been engilged in India, con~isj '.1 of Amedcruls, 
Danes, By,clIes, Dukh, Portuguese, 'but chiefly Lase,mi, 
arnrv"a~tilig in the ,,"hole, men and Gnys, (0 (Ibout ~j](t:,-
four. The necessary arrangement for the voyage hehlJ~ 
completed,. they s,,;led from Sugar-Roads on ihe 17th of 
D'1arch, 1796, 

Nothing m~tcri[JJ occurred d:iring Hle voyage until the 
1st of Junc, foilowi!J[;,l).t which ti,me they reached Hw 
latituue of ~bout 3.5 soutb, ind :2:~, :"0 east longiiude, It 
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then began to blow a gale from the westward, which 
c;hligeil them to lay to ullt:er,ihcil' mizen stay sail for six 
days. During this time the gale continued to blow from 
tl!cwest, but increased progi'Essively until the 7th, when 
the coDien/iolls of (he fiea ana wintls presented a scene of 
horror, of wbith, perll'lllS tiw, annals of marine hisbl'y 
E:ves us no example. !though lJl:eu to the sea, (says 
Captain Stout,) from my ee.rliestlifc, yet all I had ever 
scen before, all I had ever hearll~f or read, g:lVe me no 
adequate ii.~ea of those sublime effects which the violence 
r,nd raging of the elements pl"Oduce, and which, at ihis 
tremcndOl:s hour, seemed to threaten nature itself with 
d~'solu;i~n." 'i'h~ ship raised on mountains of water, 
w:;s in a monlcnt precipitated into Rll 'abyss, where she 
appeared to wait uutil the coming sea raised her again 
into the clouds. The perpetual roaring of the elements 
edwin;!; through the void, produced such an awful sen
"ution in the mi.:.ds of the most experienced of the sea
I:1CH, that sev,eral of them appeared for some time in a 
state of stupefaction; aud those less accustDmed to the 
dangers of the sea added to this scene of misery by their 
~brieI~tngs and exelar:lntiOl1s. 

'.rhe tC1TOl'S of the day could only be surpassed by those 
of the night. ,\VhC'i} the darkness came on, iUs impos
f!iJlc for maa to describe, or human ima,~inatjon to C·011-

(ci I'e, a sccne of more transcendant and complicated 
11Ofl'or. '1'0 fill up the lYi.eaSUre of their calamities, about 
fH) hour of mid,:ight a sudden shift of wind threw fce 
f;hip into L~e tl'Dugh of the sea, which struc! ... her aft, 
i,'r," away tl1e rud(!er, Etlirted the stern post from the hau
,len end5, and shattered the 'whole of her stern frame. 
'l'he pumps 'were immed:'a~ely sounded, and in the .course 
(j.f a few minutes the \ratel' had iucreased to fou;' f.2d. A 
gang was immc(liately ol'dcre'] to the pumps, and the rc
ma:nuer were employed in getting up rice out of ihe mn 
of .the ship, and heaving it overboard, ill or{lcr, if p05si
hie, to get at the i'2Clk. After three or foUl' hundred hags 
were thrown into the sea, the principal leak \vas disco\-. 
(''l'cd, and the water poured in with astonishing rapidity. 
In OrtIeI" therefore, to decrease as much as p03sible the 
iufl.ux of wa~cr, sheets, shirts, jackets, bales of muslin, 
and en'ry Hung of the Eke ckseriptioI! were thrust into 



THE nEllctrLES. 29 

the apertu!'e. Had not these exertions been attended 
with some snccess, the ship must certainly have gone 
down, although the pumps delivered fifty tons of water 
an hour. 

As the next daya(h-anced, the weather began to mod
erate. The men worked incessently at the IJumps, and 
every exertion was made to keep the ship afloat. '.rhey 
were at this time about two hundred miles from the east
ern coast of Africa. 

On the 9th, although the violence of the tempest had 
in a great measure subsided, yet the swell Of the sea wa~ 
tremendous. The long-boat was' ordered out; but the 
captain having reason to suspect that some of the crew 
would endeavor to make off with her, he directed the 
second mate and three seamen to take possession of her; 
at the same time giving them arms and express orders t() 

shoot the first man who attempted to board her without 
bis permission, They. were also instructed to keel' 
astern, but to stick by the ship until they came to an an
chor. 

The men '!laving taken their Etation in the boat, a raft 
was ordered to be made of all the large spars, which 
was accordingly done. 'rhe whole when lashed tng(".!:·'l' 
measured aoout 35 feet in length, and 15· in breadth 
At this time the captain apprehended the ship could lIot 
make the land, and being com'in<;ed, in case of her going 
,lown,~that all the people could not be received into th~ 
long-boat, determined not to neglect any measure that 
presented even a char:::e of saving the whole. 

When the secoiul mate was preparing to obey the or
ders he had received, and take command of tlJC long
boat, the carpenter addressed the captain in a respectflll 
manner, and earnestly intl'eated him to leave the ship. 
On being reprimamied for not attending to the pumps, 
the man burst into tears, and declare(l, that the whole 
of the stern frame was "hook and loosened in snch a 
manner, that he expected cn:"ry minute she would gil 
(:own. The miserahle appearance of th!s man, and t!J~ 
affecting tone of voice in which he delivered his appre
hensions, considerably increa'ied the tel1'OI'S of the <:re\\' ; 
whe~"upon the captain thOllg:lt. it nect's3at·y t,l fhe! .. r~ 
that he would perfvrm Us t1!lty and stick to tllC shil' Hillit 

C 2 
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llC was cOllvinced from his own observation th:1t all 
hopcs of saving her was at 8n end. The carpenter re
peated his solicitations, when he was ordered to his post, 
and assured, at the same time, that unless he made 
l'very exertion to encourage th~ people in their duty at 
the pumps, he should be immediately thrown into the 
sea. He retired, and exerted himself aftenvards with a 
manly perseverance. 

The eaptain was immediately addressed on the depar
ture of the carpenter by many of the &1l.ilors, and on the 
same subject. They were so clamorous, and diffused 
so much in their opinions, that he was nearly going to ex
tremes with some of them. 

'l'hese circum!irtances are mentioned as a caution to 
future navigators, who are entrusted with a com
mand. They too frequently listen to the opinion of 
their people in time of dangei", who are generally for quit
ting the ship, and taking to boats, masts, yards and opal'S 
formed into rafts, 01' whatever timbers they can lash to
gether; indeed, as the prejudices and sentiments of the 
common sailors on these occasions are so various, it is 
not to be supposed that any thing can arise, from such a 
mistaken conduct, but confusion and misfortune. 

A crew, such as composed that of the Hercules, which 
consisted of people of various nations, reqnire indeed 
from their commander a peculiar attention. It may hap
pen, that by humoring theit· religious prejudices at"'a par
ticula;' moment, an essential sCl"vi(?e may he obtained; 
and the folluwing remarkable aneodote ,;m tend to elu~ 
cidate this opinion. 

At a peIiod when the tempest raged with the utmost 
violence, the captain dil'cctcd mo~t of the crew below, 
particularly the lascars, to work the pumps. One of 
them, however, was perceived coming up the gang-way, 
with a handkerchief in his hand; amI on being question
ed what he was about;" he answere(\ in a tone of voice 
Umt discovered n perfect confidence In the measure he 
lll'oposed, that he was going to make an offering to his 
God. "This handkerchief," said he, "contains a cer
tain quantity of rice, and all the rupees I am worth; slIf
fer me to lash it to the mizen-top, and rely upon it, Sir, 
we shall aU be saved." The capti:i.Ln was going to order 
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him back to the pmnps, but recollecting that iu so doing 
he might throw both him and his countrymen into a ~tate 
of despondency, and thereby lose the henefits of their ex
ertions, he acquiesced. 'The lascar thanked him, and he 
soon beheld the child of prejudice mount the totterill~ 
'ladder without discovering a single apprehension. Ik 
lashed the hankerchief to the mizen top mast head, 
fearless of all danger, and arl"ived in safety on the deck. 
Confident now that his God was the Captain's friend, he 
went below to inform his. brethren that he had done hi" 
duty; all the lisca.rs· seemed tranSI)Orted with joy, (;In
bl<lced their virtuous companion, and then labored at 
the pumps with as much alacrity and perseverlW-ce, as if 
they had encountered, before, neither apprehension nor 
fatigue. 'fo their unceasing labors, was owin; ill a. 
great measure; the preservation of his people. 

'I'he shift of wind which threw the ship into the trouglt 
()f the sea and to I'e .away the rudder; was fOl'tumltely a 
squall of but short dumtion, not continuing above a (juar
tel' of an hour. Had it lasted but a little longel', the shill 
must have been torn to pieces. The wind come round 
to its former quarter,and moderated gradually. 

After the-long \)oat hail been delivered to tte care of 
the second mate, and tlup'aft completed, the captain held 
a conmltation with tlle ofi'H<ers, and they were all deci
lWdly of opinion, that it was impossible to save the ship, 
and that they had no other chance to preserve their lives, 
than to make the land and run her on shore. 

The people, when informed of the issue of this con
sultation, appeared to work "'ith renovated spirits. 'I'his 
disposition was kept up by being assured' they woultl 
soon be within sight of land, ~nd that by constantly work
ing at the pump~, the ship would be kept afloat, until 
they reached the shore. 

Hhe remained for some time unmanageable, frequent
ly standing with her head from the land, which nil their 
effort~ could not prevent, the captain got a rudder made 
out of the topmast, and fixed in the place of the one they 
had 108t; but it was found of little use without the help 
of the long-boat, which he ordered therefore to be hauled 
atilwart her stern, and this sel'¥cd, although ,rith the 
grc~!.est dillicuHy, to get her head towards the shore, the 
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wind being variable from the eastward. A cable could 
have been got out, that might have answered tolerably 
well to steer the ship; but the people could not be spared 
from the pumps to attend roussing in on the tacles, or 
guise, as occasion might require. 

On the evening, . however, of the 15th they discovered 
land at about six leagues distance. All on board at this 
moment e:x;pressed. their joy in shouts and acclamations. 
'l'he sh.ip, still kept nearing the shore. with five feet water 
~her,hold,' '. 

On the 16th in the morning, being then about two miles 
from the land, and the wind f"Qm the westward, the cap
tain ordered the anehO!' to be let go, that a last effort 
might be made to :stop the, leaks, and, if possible, save 
the ship, But her stem waS shattered in such a manner, 
that after holding another consultation with his officers, i~ 
was finally res.olved to run the ship on the coast then op
posite to them. .Apother gale tpre!1j:ened them, and Of) . 

time was to be lost.. 
The captain immediately ordered his second mate, whQ 

was in the boat, to come on-board, and he then delivered 
into his cutody the ~ip's register, and all the papers of 
consequence hehad~ After providing him and his three 
men with water and prOlrisions, he ordered him into the 
boat again, with dil'ectiol1!i\. to keep in the offing; and that 
after they ha?, run the ship on shore, provided they got 
safe to land, he would search for SOlDe inlet into which 
he might run with safety, They desired him also to look 
out for signals which 'would be occasionally thrown out 
from the shore to direct' his <!oUl'se. 'I'he mate faithfully 
promised to obey his instructions, and, then returned t(} 
his hoaL 

They were now 011 the coast of Caffraria, within a few: 
leagues where the Infanta river empties itself into the seR, 
A d,'eadful cIisis approached, and they agreed to meet it 
,,'iil! becoming fortitude. The captain therefore gave di~ 
rections to set the head sail, to. heave thc spring well 
taught, in order to get her head towards. the s!Iore, and 
then to cut the cable and the spring. His orders were. 
ebeyedwith the greatest promptitude. 

After running until within something I~, than half a 
~nilc (l.f the shQre; she stuck on a,cluBt;·c of rocks. i 'rbe 
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sw:ell- at this mOlhent was tremendous; and from the 
ship's thunlping so violently, it was sCRrcelypossible foi' 
the men to hold on. hi tbis situation she r€lnained for 
about three or four minutes, when a sea-took hel'over the 
rQcks, and carried- hel' about a cable's length nearer the 
shore, where she again s,truck; and kept heaving in with 
It dreadful surf, }'fhich every mOlD.ent made a breach over 
her . 

. Tlie. lashings that he,ld the raft,having given way, and 
the spal'll carri?d to a considerable. distance fl"Om thesllip, 
th!!y lost aU hope from that quarter. At length one cf 
the cI'ew, who',yas a black, plunged'into the wav'es, and, 
by exei'tions'which seemed Inwe than human, gained and 
se.atedhimselr on the raft~ He scarcely reinained in that 
situation for 'ten minutes,~when the whole was turned over 
and the man complete!yenveloped in the sea. In a few 
monients hcm'cYcr, they perceived him in his Lll'lner seat. 
Again he endured a similar misfol·tune; and a third suc
ceeded. Still he huffctted the waves, and gained the raft, 
until at length, after suffering two hours of fatigue, w hicb~ 
until then, the captain could not possibly imaginal human 
nature could. survive, he drifted .on land. 

The natives who had kindled st:veral fires, appeared i!1 
great numbers .on the shore. 'l'hey were mostly. cl.othed 
in skins,. Ilrmed with 8}lears, and accol~lpanied by a Vllst 
llUmber of !lo;;,s. A party of them seizcd the man who 
had landed, and conduc:ed him behind the sand ilills that 
line the coast,llud which hid him entirdy from~heir1'iew. 
, Twelve of We ere,,' now .1Iiunched themselves on 
dilferent Spa,l'S, am} whate\'el' pieces .of t:mher they could 
lind. '1'l1ey hrayt;'d all dilficulties and at last gained the 
laud. No sooner had they reached the beach than j1J,j) 

I!atiYes came dc' ;n,scized and co~ducted thenl also be
h!nd the sand-hiHs. As it was impossible for them wp@ 
remained on' board, to discovei. what they were about, 
and observing several parties of the natives appear at dif
ferent times on the shore, but not a.c.companied by any of 
the people, they conceived allthose who had fanded Were 
ma.ssacred, and . that a ~imilar fate awaited the whole of 
them. They who had remained on board the ship were 
ohliged to shelter themEclvcs in 1be forecastle, as the 
wreck, becoming a fixed object) the sea,made over her, 



and there w'as no other pili'f, where frley could remaiq:, 
even for a moment; in a state of security. 

SuspenSe, amI apprehension' reigned dming the whole 
flf the night. Some were of opinion, that to avoid being, 
to: lured by the' sllvages, perhaps thrown into the fires' 
they had perceived on shore, it would b~ more, advisable 
to resign themselves to a watry element" a_s in that situa;,.· 
tion they should only endure a few struggles, and then! 
life' would· be nO more. othersentcl1ained different sen-' 
timents, and were fe'l" making the shore in as comp.a.ct ~t: 
body as possible. "W eshall then,'~' said they " at~c~ 
the savages wIth stones, or whatever we can find." 'This 
was over-ruled as a measl,trejmpracticable; there was no, 
possibility of six men keeping together; but ,if such a 
numbm"'corild, by a miracle, get on shore '\\ithout being 
divided, the natives could destroy them in a moment with 
their speal's. '.rhe· whole, of this miserable night was 
spent in such consultations; and as the· next sun was tG 
light them to their fate, they trembled at its approachillg 
the horizon. . 

As s'~l()n as morning arlpear:ed, they looked towards the 
shOl'e; but not an indiviu!:tal was to be seen, DiStrac
tion was now visible in every countenance, and what 
death to choose, the pri:Jeipal consider!ltion. ~t length 
about the houl' of, nine, the scene changed in a moment. 
A, delirium of extnsy sU,cceeded, 1yhich no pencil can 
portray,' no being can conceive, lmt t..~os-e who beheld it. 
All the people who had Iarrded' the day· before, were ob. 
served making towardstl)e shore; amI theys.oon per
ceivedthem J:retkoniilg and inviting them fo land. In a 
few minutes, every spar, grating, and piece of til)lOel' 
that coulu be procm'cd, wcre, afloat, and eompietBiy oc
cupied; some with two people, others with more, ac-, 
cording to th e siz e. "I immediately (says the ~aptain) 
stript ofl' my shirt, fmtoD a short jaeket, wl'apt a shawl 
round my waist,' in 111e comer of which I put a gold 
wat~h, and keeping l+;Y breeches on, seized' a spar, and 
launched into the sea. For nearly three· quarters or an 
hour I prescn"ed my hold, and dl'jfted towards the shore. 
Sometimes I was cas~so neal', as to touch the l'ocI{s willi, 
my feet, then hurried away to a considerable distance; 
If;:;ain I wus Pfl'lCipito.tCll forward, and ih a moment aftcf-
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W8l'ds carried off by the returning sea. At length a sud
den jerk, occasioned by the swell, strained both my arlll~, 
and I was compelled to quit the spar. At this instant, al
though a considerable distance from the beach, a wave 
that was proceeding rapidly towards the shore, bore me 
. along, and in a few moments cast me senseless on the 
sand. My people who were on shore, observed my sit
uation; they ran down, and snatching me from the dan
ger of the coming w~ves, bore me to a place of security. 
I was insensible at this time, bnt soon revived, as they pla
ced me near a fire, and used every means in their power 
for my recovery. '1'he first subject of inquiry, ",:·::'n my 
faculties retul'lled, was, of course, the fate of my unfartu
·nate crew; and I enjoyed the heartfelt pleasure of be
holding them all around me, except them in the long-boat 
and one man, who perished near the shore. I then ad
iresse'd myself to the na~ves; but on this occasion I la
bored under the dilficulty of not being understood. I 
knew nothing of their language, and for some time I 0> 
deavored to explain myself by signs. Fortunately 
there was a HoHentot present, who had lived with the 
Hutch farmers, and could speak their language. 1\1y 
tbird mate was a Dutchman, and these served asilltel'
preters. 

"This difficulty being happily removed, I endea1'ored 
:byevery means in my power to "ecurt:;, the frif'ndship of 
·.the natives. I thanked them in the name of my whole 
crew, ano on the part of my nation, for the liheral and 
humane assistance they had afforded as in the lH'ut of our 
mislortune, and solicited their future kinune3s and sup
.port. 

" ~'his being, as I concein'd, :1t no great distance from 
the spot where the Gl'osv:enor was lost in 1782, I ill, .. :~;red 
of the natives whether any of them remembered sl1('.h a 
catastrophe. Most of them answered in the affirml!!;ve, 
-and, ascending one of ihe sand-hills, pointed to tile plac~ 
where the Grosvenor sullered. 

" I then desired to know of them, whether they hat: 
received any certain accaunls respecting the futc d Cap
tain Coxson, who commallde(\ ille Grosvenor, and \;'ho 
was pfO(ceding on his Wily t~ the Cape, with sC1'c,'al men 

.find women passengers, lvllo were saved from the wrt:c;,. 
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1'hey answered, that Captain Coxsonand rus meR were 
slain. One of the chiefs having insisted on taking two of 
the white ladies to his kraal, the captain and people re
sisted, and not being armed, were immediately destroyetl, 
The natives, at the same"time, gave me to understand, 
that at the period when the Grosvenor was wrecke_d, thciI: 
nation was at war with the colonists; and as the captain~ 
and his crew were whites, they could not tell, provided 
they had reached the Christian farms, hut they would as
sist the colonies in the wal'. '1'his affected my situation 
so directly, that I desired to know on what terms the Caf.. 
frees ,:lld the colonists then stood. "Weare friends," 
said they, "and it will be their fault if we are not always 
80." 

" This answer relieved me from a very serious emha,r
rassment; but the fate of the two unfortunatc ladies gave 
me so much uneasiness, ~h.at I most earnestly requested 
of them to tell me all they knew of theh' situation; whether 
they ,vcre alive or dead; and if living, in what part of the 
country they were situated. 'l'hey replied, amI with ap
parent concern, that one of the ladies had died a short 
time after her arrival at the kraal; but they understood 
the other was Jilin;!" amI had sev.era! children by the chief: 
" \Vhere sile now {s," said thcy, " we know not." 

" After I had receivc(l every possible infurmation on 
this melanch(;ly subject, we employed ourselves princiJ 

pally durii1~ the remainder of the day in assisting,the na
tives to sayc whatever came· on slw.l'e :from r .~ wreck, 
When they got a piccc of Umbel', they placed it immedi
ately on the tire, a3 the readiest method of preClli'illg the 
iron, which they sought after with the most persevering 
diligence. " 

":~wn night came on, the natives retired, arid they left 
us to sleep under the sand-hills, without coverinr;, amI. 
without fooll. 'l'hc weather was boisterous, and"a -sti'Oug 
wind r!'inn the wC'J~\'ai'd, and the cold severe: a consul
tation was held in what manner they should dispose of 
themselres until the morning, amI they at length re".);nd 
that sV,le,of (hem should keep ~':atch durin~ ,the night, 
and the I'("t phe\' therr:sely~e I:car the!:!";>, :>:crl, ;f p:;ssi
blf'tJ 1)l..:~ajl1 !'J Et!~e P?bt. 
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The night passed \\ithout any of the unfortunate suffer
ers enjoying a moment of repose. 'I'heir bodie~ on one 
side were heated by the fire, but the cold chliled the 
other in such a manner, as to render the pain hardly sup
portable. The sand, driven by fie winds in prodigious 
quantities, filled their eyes, ears, and mouths, as they lay 
under the banks, and kept them in perpetual motion. 
They likewise entertained apprehensions respecting the 
natives.. • 

At length day appeared, and the Caffrees returned in 
great numbers. '1'he chief knowing they were in want or 
fooll, bl'ought a bullock, which they immediately slaugh
tered by knocking the animal on the head with clubs, and 
peHetratrng its sides with theh' spears. It was skinned 
almost in a moment, and they cut it lip in lumps, which 
they placed on the fire to singe, rather than to roast, and 
then deyoured their respective shares with the highest sa
tisfaction. 'I'he beast, as it was given to the famished 
crew, it might be supposed, would be left for their own 
rlisposal; but the Caffrees were hungry, and they knew 
nothing of EuropeRn etiquette. It is true, they presented 
the bullock to them as a donation; but they saw no rea
Mn why they should not dispose of the greater pltrt of it. 

On cutting up the animal, it was observed they paia 
more than ordinary attention to the paunch. Several of 
the Caffrees laid violent hands on it ; and after giving it a 
shake for the purpose of emptying the contents, they tore 
the greater part in slits with their teeth, and swallowed the 
whole as it came warm from the beast. 

'I'heir meal, such as it was, being finished, part of ille 
erew proceeded to the shore, and the long-boaf was ob
served at a considerahle distance. The ship was dividing 
very fast, alHl the gale increasing; many things were there
fore cast on shore, which the Caffl'ees were indefatigable 
in pl'oeUl'ing. A cask, however, was thrown on the beach, 
which eonsiderably excited tl~e captain's IIJlxiety: it con
tained sixty gallons of ),um, a quantity sufficient to have 
intoxicated the whole of the natives, although they amount
ed t<l at least 300. The' predilection ftff sllch liquor is 
well known, and the consequences of their intoxicafion 
was pm'iieularly dreaded by the captain. Tlle only way 
-left was to "leal to the 5pot where the cask lay, and stave 
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in the Ilead without being perceive!} by them. This w~s 
happily accomplished, and they afterwards stripped the 
veosd of the iron hoops, without discovering what had 
been done, or what it fOJ111el'ly contained. 

In the general searc!1 on the shore, one of the Caffrees 
Rad picked up the ship's compass. Not knowing what 
it was, yet pleascd with its formation, he delivered it to 
the chief, who immediately took it to pieces; and after 
eomtemp! .. ting the various parts, took the copper ring in 
whieh it hung, and suspended it from his neck. He ap
peared highly pleased with the ornament; and this cir
cumstance induced the captain to present him with one 
gtill more glittering, and of course, in his estimation, 
more valuable; recollecting that he had in his pcssession 
R pair of paste knee-buckles, he preoent('d them to the 
~hi"f, and hung one upon each of his ears. 

The moment this was donc, the chief stalked about 
with an air of uncommon dignity. His people seemed 
t.o pay him greater reverance than before, and they ,,'ere 
employed for some time in gaziug at the brilliancy of the 
nrnaments, and contemplating the august deportment of 
lheir chief magistrate. 

Towards evening the captain again addressed t\Jc chief 
.m .the subject of their departure. He requested he 
would send a guide with them through the nescrts to the 
first Christian settlement, and that nothing should be 
wanting on his part to recompense his kindness, The 
('affl'ec paused for a moment, and then yery cooIly re
repiied, that he would gratify the captain's wishes; and 
heing desired to name the time when he would ~uffer 
them to' depart; he gravely answered, " 'Vhen I ('ollsid
f!r that matter you shall be made acquainted \"ith my de
termination." These answers alarmed the unfortllm:te 
:::uffcrers, The countenance of the sanlg<' appeared to 
discover some hostile measure that was 1Ul'liing in his 
mind; and yet his former conduct was so Iiberal-~,nd Im
mane,1113t they had no jnst gro11nds fOi' 5uspecting his in
tegrity. The natives, however, were perccin'd con~ult
ing together in parties, /lilt! from their gestures nothir~ 
favorable could be perceived. "-hen the day w;>~ 
flrawing to a close, the crew was left to rr'! unlItr Ib~ 
s1l1ld-l!il!.s, r.s on the former ni:;J t 
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The fire was recruited with some timber from the 
wreck, lind sentinel8 placed as before. 'l'he wind Qlmr
ing hard from the same quarter, they were again tor
mented with clouds of sand, and Ii chilling atmosphere. 
June being one of the winter months, they had to en
counter the severities of the season. It was impossible 
to shift their quarters, as they could nol procure timher to 
light new fires, and the Caffrees might be displeased at 
their not remaining in their former situation. '],he night 
passed in consultations and gloomy predictions. The 
captain told his people not to do any thing tlwt 
might have the least tendency to displease the natives; 
to give them every thing they asked for, as the inhabi
tants of these deserts were only to be dreaded when 
provoked. But, at the same time, if contrary to their 
expectation they lmule an attack, or endeavored to de
tain them after a certain time, lhen he hoped they would 
firmly unite, and either force their way or pcrish in the 
conHict. 

,,,Then the sun made its appearaner, they mounted the 
most clevt,tell of the sand-sills i.) look out for the long
boat j but she was not to be discovered in any direction. 
In a short time they pcrceiYed the Caffrees advancing. 
Most of them had assa~ays in their hands; others 1'11;'

nished with clubs; some we;-e decorated with ostriteh 
fealhers, and their chief wearing a leopard 5kin, ,,-jtll the 
captain's knee-buckles suspended as before. 'l'!l('y salu
ted the crew in a very friendly manner, anll were accom
panied by them to the beach. 'l'he wind had increased 
tluring the night and several parts of the ship came on 
shore. One of the people had picked up a hand 8:1'.\-, 

and as he perceived the Caffrecs were indefatigabla in 
procuring iron, he hid it in the sands.-rrhis was a valu: 
ble acquisition, and became of infinite service to them 
in the course of their pl'oceedings. 

Having sec~lred all they could obtain from the wreck, 
the captain l'equested the chief to order SOllIe of his 
people to display theil' skill in the use of the assagays. 
This is a spear of about four feet six inches in length, 
made of an elastic wood, and pointed with iron, which th(~ 
natives contrivc to poison 80 effectually; that if it wOl1nd~ 
,·ither man or beast, death is the inevitable consequence. 
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The captain's wishes were immediately gratified. .The 
Caffrees tit-st placed a block of wood on the ground, and 
then retired .about seventy yards from the spot where it 
lay. The chief then said, they would now behold their 
manner of fighting when engaged in battle. These com
pliances, as they seem~d to remove former suspicions, 
gave great satisfactior? to the sufferers. A party of 
about thirty began their manreuvring. 'I'hey first ran to 
a cODsidel'able distance; then fell, as if motionless, on 
the ground; in a moment they started up, divided, joined 
again, and ran into a compact body· to the spot· from 
whence they originally set out. Aner haIting for about a, 
minute, they let fly a showel' of assagays at the mark, and 
with a precision .that was truly astonishing. 

Not a word more passed this day about the departUre 
of the crew. The natives retired as usual on .the ap
proach of night. All were employed to gather wood; 
.and after procming a sufficient quantity, they stretched 
themselves on the ground, and in spite of wind, sand, and 
cold, slept until nforning. ' 

When day appeared, »Il were again employed in look
ing out for the long-hoat; but sh0 was not to be seen, nor 
did they ever hear of her again. 

'I'he Catli'ees did not make their appearance this day 
until the sun had proceeded two . hours in its cOllrse. 
A, little now was to be procured from the wrecl{, Captain 
Stcut begged the chief to appoint a guide for himself and 
crew, as lIe proposed taking his departure on the next 
day. "I shall furnish you with two," sa,id the chief. 
'l'hese joyful tidings were delivered with so;much frank
ness, that the captain was l'e;ieveu at once from all appre
hension and suspicion. 

Desirous of having the Hottentot who served as an in
t()rpreter to accompany them through the desert, the 
ehief W&lS given to understand how much the sel'Vices of 
this man woulu not only contribute to their pleasure, but 
al$o to their safety. The honest savage, howe,'er, had 
anticipated their wishes; he had previously mentioned it 
to the Hottentot, who had consented to proceed to the 
first Christian farm. Another of the tribe, who was bet
ter acquainted with' the country, had likewise agl'eed to 
be of the party; and this information which was eommu-
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'nicated to thc crew, diffused a general joy aml s~tisfac
tion. 

After assuring the chief and the Caifl'ees in general of 
our unalterable I'iemlship, and that the guhles should be 
rewarded to the extent of their wishes, "I told him, 
(says the captain,) we had endUl'ed gl'{'at uistress for ,rallt 
of l\ ater, and begged to know where we coult! procure 
some." "I will conduct you," said he " to a spring of 
excellent water; it is not far from this place; and, if 
you think proper, we will proceed directly to the spot." 
No sooner was the proposal made than we set out; the 
Coffrees singing and dancing as thoy proceeded, and my 
people although not without suspicion, in tolerable spirits." 

After travelling westward about four miles through a 
delightful country, they came at last to a wood, in the bo
som of which was discovered a hollow. 'l'he Caffrees 
desceDlled first, and when they aU arrived at the b0ttom, 
the chief pointed to the brook. They drank of the wa
ter and found it delicious. Aiter allaying their thirst, they 
looked about and from the dismal appearance of the plac('-, 
were again in a state of apprehension. Being mostly of 
opinion, that nothing Ie!;'s was intended by the Caffrees 
than to massacre the whole party in this sequestere(1 place; 
that they were decoyed here for the llurpose; and that 
every man shouM prepare to defend his life; 'rhe cap
lain, howeve~', endeavored to quiet their apprehensiol!S, 
and at last succeeded. 

~rhe Caffrees having invited the pariy to remain on thi.3 
spot during the night, they began to prepare· wood for the 
fires. Allhands went to work, and by the assistance of II 
hand-san-, they procured some dry trees and underwood; 
that afforded a very oomfortable fim. One of the Hottm
t.ots, who was so rich as to possess a tinder-box, struck a 
light; and this accommodation being 110t only highly U5'> 

f'ul, but unexpected, gave new spirits to the whole party. 
The natives, as the night came on, did not retire as usual 

10 their kraal. 'l'his gavc a fresh alarm, which did not 
appear to be without some cause; situated as the pnrh" 
tl-,en were, they were obliged to abide the eYcnt, and ther;'
fore preparcd lor the worst that could happen. Thc wakh 
l\'as set as formerly; but the Caffrecs huddling too-ethel' 
W(.'['c soon lost in sleep. This place, however dis~al ;1; 
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its appearance, afforded a tolerable shelter for the night; 
clouds of sand were no longer troublesomc, and the sever
ities of the, wind and cold "were mitigated by the friendly 
shade afforded by the trees. 

" lVe were roused," says the captain; " by the savages, 
as the sun appC"are(,i, and we departed from this supposed 
Golgotha in tvlcl'able spirits. \Ve had, however, consum
ed the last pound of our bullock, belore we left the sand
hills, and our party began to dread an approaching famine. 
I mentioned the distreEs of my people to the chief, and he 
promised to relieve us. We had journeyed but It few 
miles, when the Cafftees told us we must remain where 
we were that night. \Ve accordingly set to work to pro
cure fire-wood, and had scarcely completed this necessary 
business, when the chief prcsented us with anuther bul
lock. It was soon despatched, skinned, cut into pieces. 
of about four pounds each, and: we then'- proceeded to 
dress them as provision for .our journey. This was a bu
biness of so mueh importance, that most of the day was 
spent in accomplishing it. 

" The night passed with Jess apprehension than before, 
and when the morning came, we prepared for our tle-
pat'lure. , 

" The moment now arrived when the real intentions of 
the Caf'frees were to be developed. 'I'he natives came 
about us, and assisted in dividing the pl'ovisions. Each 
man was to carry his own stock, which amountedJo about 
thl'ee or four pounds of beef; this, with some biscuits, 
which a few of my people had contrived to preserve from 
the wreck, was to serve us until we reached a Christian 
settlement. So far from any appeal'ance of hostility, the 
natives seemed to view our departu\'e with regret. I took 
the chief by the hand, and thanked him for his great and 
friendly attentions to me and my ;unfortunate Cl'ew; assur-, 
iug him at the same time, that if I survived the journey, 
it would ever be my first consideration to render him and 
his people some essential serVice. He thanked me, and 
then requested I would tell the colonists our ship was 
lost at sea, and so distant from the land, flhat no part or 
her could possibly reach the shore. He also desired me 
to place the utmost confidence in my guides, as they 
would certainly direct me roc the best. After my peop1c 
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and the natives had exchanged some mutual chil;ties, II'\, 

parted, and gave one another a last and affectionate a~lieu." 
'.rhey did not take theil' departure on the ll10rnlllg of 

the 23d until the smi was well up. '],he guides were in
telligent, and gave them to understand that they must 011 

no account travel early, as the willi beasts cOllC,lia:t!y rose 
with the sun, aud then ranged the deserts in quest of [hi,' 
prey. As they were all unarmed, a single lion, leopard, 
or panther, could have destroyed most of them. It be
came, therefore, highly necessary they should not !;tir un· 
til these animals had satisfied thcir hunger, and were retir
ed for the day. 

Notwithstanding this cautious and necissary advice, 
and which was given with a laudable earnestness for their 
preservation, still the people were so tlesit·ous of getting, 
on, that they grew uneasy; but the guants could not be 
induced to quit tlle fires until about nine o'clock, at which 
time they all proceeded, and in good spirits. 

Not more ilian three or four of the party were at thi" 
moment in possession of slioes. 'rhey had many hun
dred miles to travel through unknown countries, to ascend 
mountains oi stupendous elevation, penetrate woods, tra
verse deserts, and ford rivers ; /!-ndyet they were to combat 
all these difficulties bare-footed, not having saved above 
four pair of shoes, and even these but in sad condition. 

" As my feet wcre naked," says the captain, " like most 
of my people, one of them offered me an eld pair 91' boots 
which he then Wore; but I ref\,~cll them. My habili
ments were a short ja;;ket, a table (10th, which I founl! 
on the shO!:e, wrapt round my loins; a shawl over it; fOUl' 

shirts, which I wore at the same time; a pair of irowsel'o, 
and a hat. We bore to the westward on oUl' setting out, 
1'01' the purpose of obtaining fresh watcr in the Course of 
(iUI' journey. OUI' guides observed, thut near the coast 
the water was generally bt'ac!:ish; we therefol'e struck 
into the interior, amI were not entirely disappointed in OUi' 

expectations." 
'.rhey now travelled through a. country beautifully vari

egated with hills, dales" exte1l5ive pLtins finely watered, 
hut less wooded than tll<' former. 'l':w gruss appeared of 
an extraordinary heig-ht; but in the course they pursued, 
.llot a human foot-step could be Iraced; no eaUlr-. nor 
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&igll of cultivation CEluld be observed. 'l'hey were aot 
interrupted by any beast of prey, although they con
stantly perceived their dung. At length, after travelling 
about thirty-five miles, they began to feel the want of 
watel'. 

Having searched for this indispensable aliment, with 
the utmost anxiety and attention, they were so fortunate 
as to discover, before sun-set, a brook that ran near the 
cornel' of a wood; and here they detennined to rest for 
the night. They began, thcl'efore, to prepare a sufficient 
fjuanHty of fuel. 'rhe wood was chiefly composed of 
trees that partook in some degree of the nature of thorn: 
they cut several, and arranged their fires. ene of the 
Caffrees strl,lck a light, and the whole, in a few minutes, 
was in a blaze. The tinder which he provided was of a 
particular description; it consisted ·of a pitchy sllbstance, 
extracted from a reed, and so tenacious of fire, that a 
single spark from the steel caught it in a moment. 'l'be 
weather being cold, they resolvetl to sleep close to one 
another; but the guides told ~heD1, the place they had ' 
fixed upon to rest during th<J night was known to be in
fested with leopards, amrthat, if t;,ey scented the party, 
nothing could prevent them from destroying some of, 
them. This intelligence induced them to enJal'ge their 
fires, and they began to consult upon other measures 
that were likely to conU'ibute also to their preservation. 
But such is the, powerful i.nfiuence of ?lIorpheus over the 
hal'rassed soul, that their cORversation fiad scarcely com
menced on 'this important slibjee.t, when they were aU 
relieved from any sense of danger, by gently, falling into 
a sound sleep, in which they l'emained in perfect security 
until moming, 

No sooner had the sun peeped above the horizon, than 
they were all roused by the tremendous roalwg of lions. 
N ever were men in a situation more truly alarmillg.~ 
Had they discovered' them during the night, they must 
have been torn to pieces when sleeping, as not an indi
vidual could attend the watch, or keep awake even for 
an hom. They therefore congratulat.ed' one another 
on finding they had all escaped, nnd set out about seven 
in tke morning in company with tbeil' guides.-Thcy 
soon anived· at the bank of a small river, which being 
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perfectly dry, they crossed without difficulty. Sl10rtly 
after they came to another, which they likewise passed in 
afe\v minutes. They reached at length some islands', 
from the tops of which they discovered several beautiful 
vales, clothed with long dry grass, and clusters of trees~ 
in otherpJaces, forests of considerable extent, and skirt
ing mountains of different elevations. In the course of 
the day they were in great distress for want of water, and 
lost much time in the pursuit of it. Indeed they almost 
despaired of finding any, as Ule earth appeared so dryas 
to exhaust all the brooks they had visited. Luckily, 
however, about sun-set, they discovered a small rivulet 
that ran neal' the skirt of a forest; and, although the 
water was not good, yet it still relieved lilem from a 
dreadful situation. 

Having travelled this day about thirty miles, they de
termined to remain where they were tluting the night. 
AII.hands, therefore, went immediately to work, for the 
purpose of gctting fud_ They had seen no' wild al1i~ 
mals in the course of the day, but frequently observed 
the dung of the elephant and the rhinoceros._ 

As their situation for this night was as dangerous and 
dl'plol'able as 011 the preceding onc, they determined to 
enlargc Ut(':r fires, as the only means of safety thl'Y had 
left. This was accordingly done, and they had the pleas
ure to End, ,':hen the day appeared, that not an individual 
was missin; of the whole party, 

They proceeded on their joul'l'ey shortly after sunrise; 
and, as they were to travel through a wood of considera
ble extent, the guides told them to be upon their guard, 
as they would certainly be interrupted by wild animals, 
,,-hich resorted to that p!ace in prodigious numbers. 
'l'hey dl'termilll'fl, nothwith,tanding, to brave all dan
gers, a~d accordingly proceeded. 'l'hey indeed escap-

- cd the lions, the panthers, the rhinoceros, the elephant, 
&c. but, unfortunately, about noon, came up wHh a 
horde of Caffrees, that were distinguished, by the:r mill 
eountrymcn, as a bad hib('. They spoke at first to some 
CatIt'ec women, who bellavell kindly, and gave them 
one or two bas!:ets of milk. Thesc baskets are mal!t 
of twi:c", wove ~o closely together:l-'> to hold walel'. 



Havillg Vfi'lceeded but a short way, after recelVlng 
this instance of female liberality, they wel'c stopt by 
twelve Caffree men, armed with spears, and c101heain 
Jeopard skins. Their guides, alarmed at the appearan-oe 
of these savages, ·flew to the banks of the great fish riv
er, which at that time was not more than hvo hundred 
yards from the place where they stood. 'l'liey repeated
ly called on them t(} return, but in vain; they immedi
ately crossed the bed of the river, which was dlY; and 
baving reached the opposite shore ascended an adjoining 
mountain with the utmost precipitation. The savages 
brandished their spears, and appeared by their gestures 
fo menace the destruction of the people. 'I'hey could 
not understand them, but supposed tiley demanded 
from them whatever articles' they possessed; and as 
these principaily consisted of the little stock of provi
&ions they had left, and their clothes, they determined 
not to part with either. 

One of the captain's peol1Ie had a knife, which was 
slung over his shoulder. A Caffree perceiving it, made 
a snatch at the handle; but the O\\;ner I'esisting it, he 
lost his hold. '1.'his so enraged the savage, that he lifted 
lip his assagay ,,-itll an apparant intention of despatching 
the object of his resentment. At the moment he stood 
ill this attitude, a more finished picture of horror, or 
what ,may bQ conceived of the infemals, was perhaps 
never seen before. The savage wore a leopard's skin; 
his black countenance bEdaubed with red ochre; his 
ryes, inflamed with rage, appeared as if starting frolll 
t heir sockets j his mouth expanded, and his- teeth gnash
j'lg and grinning with all the fury of an exasperated· 
!lemon. He was, however, diverted fl'(JIll his purpose, 
and dropped the assagay.. . 

The crew instantly proceeded to the river, and cross
ed it in pursuit of their guides, who were standing on 

/the summit. of the mountain; when they came up, the 
/!:uides expressed the utmost satisfaction at their escape. 
'rhey gave them.a terrible description of the people 
they had just left, and assured them, if the remainder 01 
their horde had not been hunting at the .itime they got 
to the fish river, not a man of them would have snn-if-
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ed. They aIBo declared, that they were the n,ost alJollli
liable horde throughout the whole of Caffraria. 

Their conversation lasted but a few minutes, when 
they resolved to decend the mountain, and pursue their, 
journey_ . Scarcely had they put themselves in motioo, 
when it scene of the most extensive and luxuriant beau
fies burst ill a moment on their view. The danger they 
had just escaped, engaged their ",ttention so entirely, 
when they gained the summit, that they did not immedi
ately perceive the world of beauties that now lay spread 
before them. All stood for some time in a state of rap
ture and amazement. The country was mostly a level, 
:ret pleasingly diversified with gentle elevations, on the 
tops of which they could perceive clumps of the mimosa 
tree, and the ",ides clothed ,yi\h shrubs of various denom
inations. A thousand rivulets seemed to meander 
through this second Eden; frequently skirting or ap
pearing to encircle a plantation of. wood; then sudden
ly taking a different direction, gilded through a plain of 
considerable extent, until it came to a g€nUe declivity -; 
here it formed a natural cascade, and then, following 
il:i course, proceeded in ah entlIe8S variety throughout 
the whole of the country. 

As they stood gazing on this sylvan scene, they per
ceived innumerable hel'<Js. of animals, particularly of 
the species of the gaz~1Je, J;couring over the plains ; 
some darling through the woods, others feeding, 01' 

Glinking a, the rivulets. As far as the eye travelled in 
pursuit of new beauties, it was most amply gratified, 
until at length_ the whole gradually faded on the view, 
and become lost on the horiwn. 'l'hcy w('re so wrapt 
in extacy on this landscape, that they forgot their danger, 
and remaine(l too· long upon the mountain. They at 
length descended, and proceeded on their journey. 

Before the day dosed they fixed on a place where 
they were to remain untill the morning. It was near a 
wood, mostly composed of thatl~ind of thorn aln'allv 
1nentioned. Several of fhese they immediately cuI, n~t 
only fot, the purpose offueJ,4mt tofOl'ffl.a barricade or de
fence against the wild animals during the ni!?;ht. 

Anel' complctml!: their fortificaHon, lighting th~ fires, 
and t;Uppill;'; ill tile b~'st manner possible, thry my down 
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to rest ; but their sleep was constantly disturbed during 
the 'night, by a.herd of elephants brushing through the 
wood, passing and returning ,aimost every moment. 
Hall not the,fence been erected the preceding evening; 
t~y would in .all probability, have been trampled to.
death by these monstrous animals. '. -They had the good 
fortune however to escape; and, about seven the next 
morning, proceeded on their journey, in company with 
the guides, 

'l'heytravelled this day through a delightful 'country. 
The land, in some places, seemed to be composed of a 
red and yellow clay, and the valle'ys appeared 'covered 
with a· very thick and long grass,but not a sign of 'agri
culture was to be observed.. In the course of the day, 
they perceived a few deserted huts, one of which they 
entered, but paid severely for their curiosity, as those 
who ventured in, were in a moment entirely covered 
-with fleas. 

'Vater was found sometimes, but it was 'brackish, al
though they were aUeast 50 miles from the sea. They 
kept at this distance during most of the journey. 

'.rhey brought up for the Dight, after traveling about 
35 miles, at the skirt of a small forest, and provided 
fuel, with a temporary defence, as befor-e. '.rhe pro
'risions being nearly exhausted, they were obliged to 
eat sparingly, althQugh most of them were rayenously 
hungry. -' 

About seven in the morning, they again S{o~ out; bat 
many of the people dropt a-stern in the course of the 
day, being almost WOl'll out with fatigue.- In this sitlla
tion it was thought advisable for slIch of the ,party as 
could travel, to get forward, ant} 'provide a plaoe where 
woolf and water could be had. 'I'he Cltptain was of this 
company; and that all those who remained behind might 
find their way, he ordered the Caffree guides to set fire 
to the long grass, which served during the night 'as a point 
of dh'ection. He was likewise in -expectation of their 
~oming up before morning, .but was sadly disappointed. 
'.rhey remained stational'Y until thesuu appeared, and 
then went OD. 

Not one of the people left behind aprreared this mom 
in~; but the guides were of opinion tbt'y would reach a 
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Chl;istiall settlement in the COUl'se of the day, wncre 
assisfance would certainly be had. 'l'his intelligence 
gave them new spirits; aud they t{'avelled with an unu
sual alertness, until they came to a farmhouse. Here 
relief was exp~cted, but nOlle was to be found: the 
wnole place had been deserted for some time; they 
were obliged, therefore, to sleep again in the air, and 
leave their absent and miserable companions to all the 
horrors of the desert. 

This wa'> not a night of sleep, but lamentation. They 
!at rcmnd the fire, and spoke of nothing but their absent 
mesi' mates, and theirunl'ot'tunate situation. 'rhey were 
left defenceless, without food, hardly able to stand erect, 
;md in a country where the ferocious .animals were most 
llumerous. 'rhey" ere likewise every hour in danger of 
an attack from the Boshis-men, who swarm in these parts, 
and destl'OY the unhappy objects of theh' vengeancc by 
arrows that are poisoned. The sensibility of the people 
on this melanch01y occasion, displayed 'the genuine char
acter of a sailor. lVL.I who could brave all the dangers 
of the tempest, and face death without a trembling nerve, 
even in the cannon's mouth, could not, however, speak 
of their disire5sed and absent brethren without a tear. 
Their own misfortunes were forgotten, and their only 
consideration, during the night, was their unhappy ll~eS5' 
mates, whom they never expected to behold again. 

'I.'hey rcmained here for more tOOn an hour aftcr the 
l'ising of- the sun. Out of sixty, that composed the 
party, wlwn thl'y departed f!'Om the beat It, thirty-six 
wert: so maimed and WOI'~1 d,w.'ll by fatigue, as to be.un
able to travel: these remained in {he des crt, if not ;,1-
I'eady df'sbJYf'c!, and had IlO h(lpe of preSel'vafi9n, hut by 
the exertions of ili-c' p:u-ty who were able to proeeed; the 
I!;IIide5 were n()\\" ecrtain that a Christian hahitation was at 
llUutl. 'rhe last we saw had been desu'1)T(i by the Cal~ 
frces during the war with the colonists: It was, there
.[0 I'C , determined to proceed to a plare whel'e rt iilf 
(,(lUilI be ohta)ned j with ever,\' p'1:-;sib!c IlespalcJ;. l'ily 
pC'Jple jl!'OCCt.)ptl with redoubled energy; - the s:lliation 
of their comr;Ul;:~I<S was the incentive, and t.hat cOl13id
eration baJJi'"hed 1'1',:ry iJea of danger or fatigl!e. 

E 
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They travelled without a single halt for about three 
hours, when one of the guides, ;\vho lVas advanced, 
roared out, in a transport of joy, " I see a Hottentot, 
attenl1ing a flocl. of sheep." ·It lVas the voice· of a 
ser?ph proceeding from a Calfree. The! all ran to the 
place where he stood, and, lit· a considerable distance, 
observed a man attending a flock of at least four thou
sand. They moved in a body towards the shepherd, 
who sremed at first to be alarmed; but perceiving they 
were most whites, and unarmed, he stopt until they 
came up. The captain requested of him to .direct tLem 
tht!A~arest way to the til'st settlement, which he did, amI 
at the· same time informed us, the propr.ietor was a good 
man; the distance, he.said, was about three miles. 
'.rhe pleasure diffused throughout the party, on. receiving 
this information, .it is impossible to describe. 'l'he cap- -
'tainembraced ihis opportunity, and went on; a gene
ral joy stlcceeiled, and who should be foremost, the 
l'rincipal consideration! 

At le.ngth-extatic reflection-they came within sight 
ef II Christian farm. "Come on, my lads," said the 
eaptain, "we are safely moor'd at last; and ou,· people, 
in the deserts, will be soon relieved." Some tottered as 
they stood, overcome by joy, and could not move; oth-
61"3 appeared as in' a trance, UHtiI at length about ten 
·followed him, and they entered the .pouse of Jan du 
Pliesies. . 

Fortunately., this was a settler o/the best order, about 
sixty yeaTS old, born in Holland, but had resided in Af. 
'yicafor many years; humane, generous, and.possessing 
a heart that appeared to be the' constant mansion of a 
virtuous sympathy. His 'cottage was formed of clay, 
thakhed with a kind of reed, and fumished with a few 
:-:tools, a table, and ,some kitchen utensils. His family 
con~15(Cd of five or six sons, their wives and chilItren, 
together with a daughter, making together about twenty 
people. His stock, however, was considerable,. 110t 

Tess than twelve thousand sheep, .1Id one HIOUSRllll 

oxen. 
Aftcr the alarm, which theil· fir,t ryrp~arimce OCCll.

sioncll, had subdued, the captab tr,!dthe story of their 
Ulel~.llcoly dio~5tel·. and implored his a~sbtance for Ifle 
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'relief of the unhappy people ,vllo were left behind. 
'l'his good man could not listen to the relation "'itllOl~t 
lliscovering by his countenance the tenderness of Ins 
nature, His face, which was naturally pallid, i:('(:;l!11C, 

at certain intervals, of a crimson hue: Ihese emotions 
appeared as the eli'eryescence of sell.sibili(y: .and to ex
hibit, in glowing colors, the complexIOn. of Yll'tue: 

As no time, he said, should be lost III jll'cpal'lfJg for 
the relief of the unfortunate people, he immediately 
directed two of his sons {o harncos eight oxen to a 
wag"'on. His orders were obeyed with a cheelfultH'!'!i 
thate'vinced an hereditary goodness, and that it lmll (:\.:
scemled, unimpaired, from the sire to Lis childrell, 
'l'hey were directed to travel aU night; amI the guides 
described the spot, so minutely, us to avoid all possibili
ty of a mistake. The waggon was soon out of !>ight. 
and they all sat down to partake of a sheep, which 
our liberal 'host had ordered to be Lilled for their enter
tainment. 

When the meal was (lyel', the worthy colonist began 
to interrogate them respecting theil' journey through 
Cam·aria. He could not possibly conceive, he said, 
how the Tambochis coulu be induced to suffer theil· 

'departure. 'riley were such a horrid race, that lIothing 
was so gratifying to their nature as the sl,cddiug: of hu
man Llood. The Roshis-men he also ohserved, were so 
numerous, and 8') perpetually 011 the look-out, that he 
was amazed at their ifil \celling with any degree of secu
rity; but. when he considnetl that they carne through a 
part of Caffraria, so infested with carnivorous animals, 
that people could never trawl safely bui in parties, and 
well armed, he declared their being then in his house 
:JPP('?,'"d to him a kind ()f mirade, 

The captain took this opportunity of giving our wor
thy host a proper idea of the Tambochis, His mind 
.had been poisoned by ~ome of his depredating neigh
bors, and never going on sueh parties himsell; had en
tertained these prejudices without having an opportunity 
of knowing the contrary .• He :Jppeared much pleased 
at the condue!. of the Tambocllis, during our abode in 
their country, and declared this ch·cumstance alone 
lVould relieve him from many hours of uneasiness. 
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His sC(Juestered mansion ,vas Denrly s'Ul'rOlUltIed b, 
treps, on which were hung to dry, the skins of lions, 
tigers, panthers, and other destructive animals, killed" in 
the vicinity of his own habitation. 'I'he carcases of two 
enormom; creatures were observed lying near the door, 
which had the appearance of being recently destroyed. 
'nley were two rhinoceroses that 'he farmer's sons had 
killed, but the day before, on their own land. 'l'bis 
gave rise to a narJ"ative l'e~pecting these animals, which 
the good man related with great circumspection, and 
1fhich appeared very extraordinary. 

"These creatures, said the farmer, are more savage, 
and infinitely more to be dreaded, thali any other ani
mal of the deserts. Even the lion, when he perceives 
a rhinoceros, will fly fwm him in an instant. I had a 
proof of this, said he, l1bout two years ago. As I was 
traversing my lands in the morning, I perceived a lion 
"ntcl'ing a thicket, about the distance of half a mile 
from the place where I stood. In a few minutes after 
( observed a second, then a third, and a fourth came; 
they seemed to follow one another at their leisure, and, 
in less than an hour, I counted nine that entered the 
same wood. N ever having seen so many of tbe same 
species together, I" was desirous to know the event of 
1heir meeting, and I concealed myself for the purpose. 
After waiting for rather more than an hOllr in my lurking 
place, without either seeing any of them, or bearing 
any noise from the quarter where they lay, I began to 
'lespair of having my curiosity in the least gratified. At 
IcngtJl, I perceived a rhinoceros of uncommon magnitude 
approach the wood. He stood motionless fOl"about five 
minukl, when he arrived .at a small distance from the 
lhicket, ihen iossed up his nose and at last scer.ted the 
animals ihat lay concellled. In an instant I saw him 
dart into the wood, amI in the space of about five min
lItes afterwards I obser~ed all tbe lions s(\amper away in 
different directions, anrt apparenily in the greatest con
'iternation. 'l'be rhinoceros beat about the wood in pur
!'uit of his enemies ft)r a considerable time; but not 
finding any, he bro~e covel·t at last and appeared on 
the plain. He theq looked around him, enraged at his 
disappointment, be~an tearing up the earth, and discover-
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ett" e\'\:-I'y sign of madness and desperation, I re:naiw Ii 
quietIy in I!!), retreat until the animal disappeared, ami 
then returned to my house," 

'I.'he travellers slcpt this night on sacks, which their 
host had arrau!l;ed for their accommodatiOli. At break
fast on the succeeding morning, their benefactor ~ntertaill
cd them with some very interesting observatIOns res
pecting the country ,,,here he resided, He particularly 
stated ille hardships, which the colonists endured from 
the restrictive orders and persecllEng conduct of the 
"'oyernment at the Cape, "I have lead ore, said he, 011 

~y own farm, so near the surface that we can scrape it 
up with our hands, and yet we dare not t.ouch it.-If we 
were knO\Hl to melt and use a single pound of it, 'vc 
should be all transported, for life, to r,atada," 

Before they had finished their meal, thl'ir benefl!ctor 
despatched messengers to his neighboring friends, (]"
sirillg' their assistance to get the crew to the Cape, Sev
eral of them came and behaved with, the greatest te11(l(',
ness and liberality, 'l'hey went so far as to S[I}" U.;;I: 
such as were desirous of remaining in the country until 
they had perfectly recovered, should be acccmmollated 
at their houses; and as they travelled once in eyery yeal' 
to the Cape, they would take the first 0PI,ortunity of 
eonyeying them thither, 'The capir-in thanked them f,'/' 
their kindness, but declined accepting their proposn I, as 
his intention was to make the Cape "'ilh every l'0:'::bk 
expedition, 

'This conversation was interrupted by a Hottentot SCl'

vant who ran into the house and declared the " h;ID.:~C:"ll 
was in sight." All flew to meet it, and the cnptaill-h<,d 
the heartfelt consolation of perceiving twenty-three ot" 
his unfortunate people, chiefly Lascan;, lying !I'm!! in tlil' 
ma(Jhine, On their arrival, the two sons of Pliebies said 
they found them near a wood perfectly resigned Lo th('i;' 
fate, having given up all hopes of relief, 'I.'hc pr(,(,pC\in o' 

thirteen of their companions I'.ad sppm'ated from tL";d~ 
Lilt where they had strayed to not one of tllI'lII could 
nJ;in guess at. 'J'hl'se poor fellows aner cndurill(! fn!' a 

:O'~ time the most unexamI,led wienie", all an11 t'li in 
'1\ !i-ty (It Ihe CaTIf', 

E2 
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'rhey were now forty-seven in number, and as they 
were to proceed in waggons, such as were afflicted with 
sore feet,' or weal., through hunger and fatigue, would 
not again be sepal'ated from their companions. 

Their ael,Ievolent host now provided them with a wag
gOIl and two sets of oxen, each. set containing eight. 
They were occasionally to relieve each other on the 
way, and two or three Hottentot servants were appoint
ed as d':ivers, and to take.charge of the relaying cattle. 
One of the farmer's sons, completely armed, was like
wise directed to attend them, and the waggon was stor
ed with provisions and water sufficient for -them until 
they should arrive at the next settlement. 

'1'hey took theil" departure from the hospitable man
sion of the henevolent Dupliesies on the morning of the 
2d of July. '.rile guard was perpetually on the watch, 
lest the Boshis-men or the wild animals might dart upon 
them unperceived. About eight o'clock in the evening, 
however, they reached the second farm in perfect secu
lity. 'rhe distance travelled was about thirty-five miles 
this day, and all the people in good spirits. 

The owner whose name was Cornelius Englebrock, 
they found also a benevolent character. His cottage was 
poor indeed, but all that he could afford he eave wittl 
dlCerfuiness. His neighbor'sJetter was produced, which 
he read with great attention, and then said, " my friend 
i~ a good man, and I always valued him; but you wllnt
ed no other recommendation to my poor services, than 
vour misfortunes." 
• They remained here during the night, after pal1aking 
of a frugal repast which their host had provided, and 
whieh waS given with many innocent apologies for its 
scantiness. 

Before their departure on the ensuing morning, the 
farlTIt:I' gcnerously presented them with nineshecp. '1'he 
pOOl' man lamented that he could not let them have a 
H!.-:.r;;;elof bread.-" 'Ve Jive, (said he,) the year round 
chiefly on mutton and game, but seldom enjoy ~he luxu
I:' of a loaf." He insisted, however, on the captiin's 
taking the sheep, which he accepted with many 1111mb, 
!In,l they then departed on lheil' jfJurney. 
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Durin'" the fOUl' or five succeeding days, they travelled 
on from"'house to house, generally at fifteen or sixteen 
miles distanee from each other, and were received~ at 
all of them with a disinterested hospitality. 'l'hese oc
currences are related with a.scrupulous attention to fidel
ity because the colonists, without distinction, have been 
fre~uently represented as a ferocious handitti, scarcrly 
to be kept wilhin the pale of authority. 

During several days travelling they could get but litt~c 
bread, and not much water. The cOillltries were alter
nately hill and dale, and often afforded the most roman
tic prospects. They frequently perceived vast quantities 
of wolves, amI such droves of that species of deer, 
which the farmers call spring buck, that one flock alone 
could not contain less than from twelve to fourteen thou
saml. Intlecd many of the settlers said, they had seen 
double that number at one time, and frequently killed 
three at a single shot. Our travellers likewise saw vast 
quantities of guinea-fowl, which aftei' a shower of rain, 
are easily caught by the farmers' dogs: 

The Zebra, or wild Ass, is common in these advanced 
colonies, and many of them ~~'ere seen. Ostriches were 
.likewise very numerous. They hat! such plenty ofveni
son at the houses where they stopped, that their stock of 
nine sheep, fUl'Ilished by honest Englebrock, was dimin
ished but three in the course of six days. 

From the 8th to the 14th of July, their journey was 
not interrupted by any disa~i'eeable OCCUlTence. The 
countries through which they passed, displayed at every 
mile a new change of beauties. The mountains were in 
many places of stupendous height, and the valleys deco
l'ated "ilh wood, were astonishingly fertile in vegetable 
productions. One of the most extensive of these Yd
leys,.took them no less than three days amI a half in 
passing. It is calleu by the settlers Long Cluff, and 
affords, perhaps, as many romantic scenes as can be 
found in any spot of the same extent on the face of· the 
carth. 

The hills for seventy or ti<;h:j miles, run parallel to 
·each othel·. 'rhe lands between are w~!!9fully rich, 
and produce vast quantities of a plant, sinlIlar in its t::ste 
and ~m':ll, to GU:' thyme. On this fragrant herb are ftd 
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immense quantities of sheep andeattle; they devour it 
with great eagerness, and it gives the mutton a flavor So 
hlW:1 pur venison, that an epicure might be deceived in 
the taste. '1'he valleys are generally level from four to 
eight miles in breadth, and in several places intersected 
with rivulets, on the borders of which are frequently 
perceived whole groves of the' aloe-tree .. 

On or about the 14th, they reachedthe settlement of 
an old and blind mall. He had alarge family, and ap
pear~d to possess a comfortable independence. When 
he heard the story of the travellers, the good farmer 
burst into tears, 'and ordered 'a glass of brandy to be 
given to' each of the crew. After this unusual and 
cheering repast, he directed some mutton to be deliver
ed to the people, and gave them a: pot to dress it in; He 
then requested of the captain to mess with the family, 
which was complied· with, and when suppel' was ended, 
this worthy creature said, he was so' pleased with their 
escaping the dangers of the seas, and the (Jam'ees, that 
he would celebrate the meeting with a song. He imme
uiately began and sung with the voice of Stentor. A 
general plaudit succeeded: and then the honest benefac
tor said, "Now, captain, I have a favor to ask of you. 
Pray desire all your people to sing." Itwas impossible 
to help laughing at this .whimsical . request; but itlvas 
thought good humol:, at such a moment, should not be 
intj)rrupted; tkerefore. an American sailor was desit'ed to 
sing one of his best 8011gS; He no sooner began than, 
all the Lascars tuned their pipes; this set a. going the 
Swedes, Portuguese, and Dutchmen, and aU the creW; 
each party sung in their different languages, and at the 
same time. Such a concert was never heard befai'e,; 
tile liberal and' merry old colonist was so entertained 
'with t1leir music, tnat he had nearly d~opt frolll his 
chair in a fit of laughter~ 

'1'he captain was provided this night ",ith a sheep-skin. 
011 which he rested under the roof of the farmer's cot~ 
tage ; but there was not room far all, and therefore most 
of the poor f~!.ows lye;e obliged to sleep ili the air. A 
similar inqontenience had happened so frequently sirica
they reach~~f,the colonies, that they determined to 
separate. 
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OEI the morliin .... of the 17th they separated" and the 
captain tuok witlthim his chief and third mate, together 
with one or two mOli! ",1:0 were solicitous to aecomQi·' 
ny him. 'i'he country, as they ll'.iranced, iiJ\lreased~ 
population; and the farm-houses were, iIIscveral places, 
not more than two miles distance from each othcl', Ma
ny of them were beautifully situated,. and the lands pro
(lueed grain, oranges, figs, and lemons in abundance. 
'fheir grapes likewise apI)eared to flourish, and suppile(l 
them with wine and branrlies, which they vt;nded chiefly 
at the Cape. V ~,st herds of deer, and partridges out of 
all number, wel'e seen, !lnd immense tracts of land eov
ered entirely with aloe-trees. 

From the 17th to the 21st, they travelled a mountain
ous country; but the valleys constantly presented farms 
and habitations where the industry of the husbandman 
was amply rewarded. The flocks of sheep were prodi
gious; but the cattle were not so numerous, nor in such, 
good condition as those seen in the more advanced 
colonies. 

On the 22d they arrived' at ZweIliilgdinTI, and proceed: 
oed to the 1'"H]orse-house. '.rhe landorse is the chief 
man of the place, and his settlement consists of abofJt 
sixteen or eighteen houses, surrounded by a delightful 
country, and producing grain, vegetables for culinary 
purposes, grapes and fruits of ahnost every description. 

This gentleman gave them a vel'Y hospitable reception, 
and the next morning fumfshed the mrptafn with-a horse 
and guide, to concluct him to his brother-in-law's; that 
nothing might be omitted on hi" part to secure' a favor
able reception at the Cape, the captain's wol'thy liost 
gave them a very kind letter to his friend General Craig, 
commander in chief, acquainting him with the loss of 
the ship, and the miseries emlured hy the crew in theij
travels through the desert. He also requested the general 
would do them every kiJl(lne~s in his power, which he 
would acknowledge as an obligation conferred upon 
himself. 

'I'hey arrived at the settlement of Johannes Brinch, at 
8talle'n Bush, on the third or fourth day, after travelling 
a country highly cultivated, and producing immese for
t'sts of the aloe· tree. The farmers live here in affluellce, 
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and the crew continued to expelience the most liberal 
and kind attention during the remaincler of their journey. 

On their arrival at Stallen Bush, the captain waited on 
11'. BrilICh, whose feception can' never be mentioned 
but in terms 0' the most fervent gratitude and esteem. 
His J'esidence is one of those delightful places which-, 
from its natural situation and fertility, wraps the behold-
er, the moment lie sees· it, in a kind of extacy. 'fhe 
vines there, are reared with great attention, im~tare high, 
ly productiv~. Grain, Yegetation, and fruitS, yield abuud

. <lnt crops; and camp hire-trees of' very large dimen-
sions thrive also in the settlement. Indeed, the. whole 
settlement seemed to be so precicely what it should be, 
that any alteration must be a deformity. The people 
here dress well, but nearer the English than the Dutch 
style. 'l'hcy have nothing of that sullen taciturnity be
longing to the eharacter of the Hollander; but are spright~ 

. Jy anll good humored:. 
" I remained two days (says the captain) under the roof 

of this liberal and benevolent gentleman. He pressed 
me to stay longer; but I; was desirous of reaching 
the Cape, and therefore declined his hospitable invita
tion. In the morning, therefore, he . provided me with 
a horse and guide,_ and I tooJ~ my departure from Stallen 
Bush, on the 30th, ill the morning. Our jourpey was 
but short, as we aI'fh"ed the same evening at the Cape of I 

Good Hope; and although emaciated in my frame, yet 
in tolerable health." 
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THE GROSVENOR INDIAMAN, 

0;\ THE ·COAST OF CAFFRARIA, At:GUST 4, 1782; 

With the Parlictdal"S relalit'e to the Unfortunate Sunivor~ 
of tke Wreck. 

IN the .melancholy catalogue of human woe;;, 
few things appear more eminenily disastrous than the 
general fate of the Grosvenor's crew. Shipwreck is al
ways, even in its mildest form, a calamity which fill,; 
the mind with horl"or; but, what is instant death," com" 
pared to the siluation of those who had hunger, thirst, 
and nakednes'5 to contend with; who only escaped the 
fury of the waves to enter into conflicts with the savages 
of the forest, or the greater savages of the human l'a~e ; 
who wel'e cut c:1f from all civilized society, and felt the 
prolongation of life to be only the lengthened pains of 
death 1 

'£he GrosvenOl' sailed f!'Om Trinicomale, June ISth, 
1782, on her homeward bound voya1;e, and met with 
no memorable occurrence till the 4th of August, the 
fatal day on which she went on ~11l)re. 

During the two p1.'eeeiling <Jays it had mown ve~y hal'll, 
the sky WhS overcast, so that they were unable to take 
an observation; and it is likewise pl'Obable, that L"('1I1 
theil' vicinity to the shore, they had been carried out of 
their course by currents. T¥ combinatioll of til('c,e cil'
cumstances may account for tLc error in their reckouinr~ 
which occasioned the loss of the ~hip. It aprenr~ Ib, 
Capt1i:! Coxson had declared, a fcw hoUl'~ before the 
E!.isaster took IAace, that he compukd 1Jm ship ta be at 
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least one hundred leagues fl'om the nearest land,and 
this opinion lulled them into a false security. 

John Hynes, one of the sur:vivors, being aloft with 
some others, in the night"watch, "Saw breakers ahead, 
and asked his companions if they did not think land 
was near. In this opinion they all coincided, and has· 
tened to inform the third mate, w.ho was the officer of 
.the watch. The infatuated young man only laughed at 
tbeir apprehensions; upon which one of them ran to the 
oobin to aCfluaint the captain, who instantly ordered to 
wear ship_ But before this could be accomplished, her 
keel struck with great force; in an instant evel'y person 
on board hastened on the deck, and apprehension and 
·horror were impressed on every countenance. 

The captain endeavored to dispel the fears of the pas
gengers, and begged them to be composed. '.rhe pumps 
were sounded, but no water found in the hold,. as the 
ship's stern lay high on the rocks. In a few' minutes the 
wind blew off the shore, ,,~hich filled them with appre
hensions lest they should be dl'iven out to sea, and. thus· 
lese the only chance they had of escaping. The powder 
l'oom was by this ,time full of water, ·the masts were cut 
away, without any effect, and the ship being driven 
within a cable's length of the shore, all h<.lpes of saving 
her vanished. ,-

This dismal prospect prodJIced disfraction and des
.pair, antI it·is impossible to describe the scene that en
sued_ 'l'hose who were most composed set about 
[ol'ming a raft, hoping by means of it, to cOllvey the wo
men, the children, and the sick, to land. Meanwhile 
three men attemr.~ed to swim to the ghorc with the deep
sea-line; one pel:ished in the attempt, but the O'ther two 
succeeded. By these a ltawsCI' was, at length, carriclI 
to' t11e shore and faAened l'Ound the l'ocks, in whieh 
oppera!ion they were assisted by great numbers of the 
natives, who hadcGm? dUWll to the watel"s edge to wit
lless the UOl'ommOli SIght. 

The raft beiDt{ by this time completed, was launched 
oye\'bo~rd, and four men .got .upon it to assist the ladies; 
but they. had scare!'!:.- taken thi'ir station hefore the haw
fil'\'~ which .was fa;::tened arO'und it, snarjll:u in two, by 
\;-!J;ch acealent It was Hjl~Ct, and three of Cl~ men 
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llrowned. In this dilemma, every one began to think of 
the best means of saying himself. 'rhe yawl ariil jolly
boat had already been da~hed to pieces by the violence of 
the surf; so that ,he only means of preservation now 
left was by the hawser made fast to tlie rocks, hand over 
hand. Several got safe 011 shore in this mauner, while 
others, to the Dumber of fifteen, perished in the difficult 
attempt. 

'I'he ship ~oon sepa"ated just before the main mast. 
The wind, at the same time, providentially shifted to the 
old quarter, and blew directly to the land, a ci!'cumstance 
wbich contributed gl'eatJy {o the preservation 01 those 
on board, who all got on the poop, as being nearest to the 
~hore. 'fhe "ind and surges now .. impelling them, that 
part of the wreck, on which the "peo}lle were, rent asun
uer fore amI aft, the deck splitting in two. In this distress 
they crowded upon the starboard quarter, which soon 
floated into shoal water, the other parts of the wreek 
breaking off those he,wy seas which would otherwise have 
ingulphed or dashed them to· pieces. 'I'hrough this for
tunate incident, all 011 board, even th~ hlli,es and, chil
dren, got safe on shore, except the cook's mate, a black, 
who heing drunk, could not be prevailed upon to h'<lve 
the wreck. 

Before tlrisarduous business was well effected ni.,.ht 
came on, and-the natives having retired, several fires w~re 
lighted with fuel from the wreck, and the whok company 
supped Oil suchprovisiolls as they picked up on the shore. 
'I'wo tents were formcd of sails that had drir, "d to the 
shore, and in these the ladies were left to repose, white 
the men wandered about in search of sucll artie\es rrs 
mig;hl Ill' of servke. 

On the morning of the 5th, tiL' natives retul'l1ed, auu. 
withollt fcremony, carried off whatever suited their fan
cy. 'I'his conduct eX('itcll a thousand Ilp~r{'hension~ 
pal,ticularly in the minds of the females, f()f their pel'sonat 
safety; but observing that th~ savages cnn;l'nted them
selc's with plunder, tlIeir fears were somewiwt allayed. 

'1'he next day was employel; in collecting. h.~et!H'r all 
the articles that might be useful in tlieil' j"~L Il,ey tn the 
Cape, to whkh they imJlI"U<lclltly resohed tn (~In'("t their 
COUI't'; a resulution which invoh'cd e,em in c::lwplica-

F 
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ted misery, and which can be jllstified by no wise prjn~. 
pie. _ FI'om the wreck they might easily have built a 
vessel capable of containing them all,and by coasting 
abng, they might have reached the nearest of the Dutch 

. settlements with half the danger. or riek to which they 
were then exposing themselves. DisircS8, howev~r;, 
sometimes deprives men of all presence of mind; so the 
erew of the Grosvenor, having just e$caped the dange~ 
gf the !?Ca, appear to have consid~red lallu as the most 
desirable alternative, without refleciing on the almost iu
:superable obstacles that lay in their way.· 

On examining their stores, they found themselves in 
possession of two casks of flour and a tub of pork, illat 
ha~ been.washu\ on the beach, .and sonie arrack, wJuch 
the captain prudently orllel~ed to be staved, lest the na· 
Hves shouid get at it, and by intoxication ~ncrease )heir 
Ilatual'l,!l ferocity. 

Captain Cox-son now called together the survivors, and 
baving divided the provi:sions among them, asked if they 
{)oRsented to his continuing in the comma:cd, io whi.cb . 
they unanimously agreed. He then informed them, that 
from the best calculation he' could make, he was in hopes 
of being able to reach sonle of the Dutch. settlements in 
fifteen or six~een days. In this calculation the captain 
was pmbably 80t much nllsbkcn. Subsequent observa
tions pI'ove that the Grosvenor must have been wrecked 
between the 27th alfd28th degree. of south latitude; and.. 
as the Dutch colonies extend beyoll.d the 31st degree, 
they might- have accomplished the journey within the 
time speCified, had not rivers intervened and retarded 
their progress. 

Every thing being arranged, they set out on their jour
.neyon the 7th, leavinb behind onIyan old East-India 
soldier, who being lame, preferred trusting himself to the 
natives till some more favorable opportunity of getting 
.away should present itself; adding, that he might as well 
die with thun as end his life on the way with pain and 
bunger. 

As they moved forward they were followed by some 
ni the natives, while others remained at the wI·eck. 
Those who accompanied them plundered them, frum 
time t9, time, of whatever they liked, owd sometimes 
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threw stones at them. After proceeding; a few miles they 
were met by a party of about thirty of the natives, whose 
hair was fastened up in a comical form, and their faces 
painted red. Among these was a man who spoke Dutch, 
who, it afterwards appeared, was a run-away slave froUl 
the Cape, on account of some crimes, !\Ivl was named 
Trout. When this man came up to the English he in
quired who they wel'e, and whither they wcre going. 
Finding by their answers that they had been (,,1St away, 
he informed them. that their intended jOUl')C? to the Cape 
\'I'ould be attended with unspeakable diflkulties from the 
natives, the wild beasts, and the nature of ttc country 
t.1trough which they would have to pass. 

T~lOUgh this did not contlibule to raise their spil'il3 
they triet] to engage him as a guide, but no arguments 
eouId prevail upon him to comply with their wishes. 
Finding all their solicitations fruitless, they pursued their 
journey for four or five days, during which they were 
constantly surrounded by the natives, who took fro:'l 

. them whatever they pleased, but invariably retired on 
the approach of night_ 

As they pmceeded they saw many villag;e,., which they 
carefully avoided, that they might be less (',:posed to the 
insults of the natives. At length they came to a deer 
gully, where they were met by three Catfrees, 8rmed 
with lances, which they held sev:eral times t·') theeap
tain's throat. Irritated beyond ail patience by their con
durl, he wrenched one of the lances fl'om their hlimls 
and broke it. Of this the natives seemed to take no no
tice, and went away; but the next day, on coming to a 
large vill;!£;(', they there found the three men, with three 
or four hundred of their countl-ymen, all aI'mel] with lan
ces and brg~ts. As the Eng!ish nlh-anePfl they were 
stopped by these people, who began to pilfer amI in~ult 
t!:e'll, and at lastfdl upon and be'lt them. 

Conceiving that it was the intention of the n~tives to 
kill them, they formed a resolution to defend themselves 
to the last extremity. Aooordingly, placing the \'.'Omen, 
the children, and the sick at some distance, the remain
der, to the numhpr of eighty or ninety, engaged their op
ponents in a kind of running fight for upw"ards of two 
hours, when our countrymen gaining an eminence where 

; , 
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they coulll not be surrounded, a l\imI of parley tflek 
place. In this unfortunate encounter many were wound
ed on both sides, but none killed. After a pacification 
llad taken plaee, the English cut the buttons from their 
ooats, and presentcd them to the natives, upon which 
{hey went a" .. ay amI returncd no more. 

The lo!lowing night they were terrified with the noise 
Gf wild ueasts, so that the mcn were obliged to keep 
wakh to prevent their' too near approach. 'What a dread
[t1l situ~tion, especially for females of delicate habits, and 
100 lately possessing all the luxuries that eastern refine
lllf'nt could afford! 

\Vhcn mornins arrived thcy were again joined by 
Trout, who had been on board the wreck, amI had loaded 
llimself with various articles of iI'on and copper, which 
Ile was carrying to his habitation. He cautioned them 
ag~inst making any res;!:.titnce in future, for as they were 
n3t furnished with any weapons of defence, opposition 
would only tend to irritate the natives and increase ob
structions. With this advice he Jeft them. • 

Having made some progress during the day, they 
agrced to pass the night ncar a deep gully, but were so 
tlbtnrbed by the howlin;,,:s of wild beasts that they could 
get bui little sleep. Thoug;h a large fire was kept up to 
intimidate these unwelcome visitors, they came so near 
as to occasion a general alarm. 

'l'he next uayas they were advancing, a party of na
t: ,-es came down Epon them, anll plundered them, 
among ot:ler things, of th~ir timler-box, flint, and steel, 
which proved an irreparable loss, '.rhey were now 
obliged to carry with them a fire-brand by turns, the na
tives following them until it was almost dark. At length 
t:wy came to a small river, where they determined to 
stop lilll'ing the night. Before the natives retit'ed they 
became morc insolent than ever, robbing the gentlemen 
of their watches, and the ladies of the diamonds which 
ihey had secreted in their hair. Opposition was in vain; 
the attempt to resist these outrages being productive of 
fresh insults, and even bI01\'S. 

'I'he following day they crossed the river. Here their 
provisions being nearly expelidcd, and the delay and 
fatigue occasioned by travelling with the women and 
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children being very great, the sailors began to murmer, 
and each seemed resolved to shift for himself. Accorll
ingly the captain, with 1\1:1'. Logie, the fir~t mate, mlll his 
wife; the third mate, Colonel James and Lady, MI'. and 
Mrs. Hosea, Mr. Newman, a passenger, the purser, the 
surgeon, and five of the children, agreell to keep together, 
and travel as before; many of the sailnl's were also pre
vailed upon to attend them, by the liberal promises of 
the passengers. 

On the other hand, MI'. Shaw, the second mate, MI'. 
'.rrotter, the Fourth, Mr. Harris, the fifth, Captain Talbot, 
Messrs. Williams and Taylor, M. D'Espinette, several 
otllel' gentlemen, and their servants, together with a 
number of the seamen, in all forty-three persons, among 
whom was Hynes, from whom much information was 
afterwards obtained, resolved to hasten forward. A 
young gentleman of the name of Law, seven or eight 
years of age, crying aft.er one of th~ passengers, thpy 
agreed to take him with them, antI to carry h;.!:l by 
turns when tired. 

This separation was equaIly fatal, cruel, and impo
litic; however, the second mate's party h<win; bcen 
stopped by a river', they once more joined with grcat 
satisfaction, and travelled in company the whole of that 
day and part of the next. 

'l'hey n'lW arrived at a large village, where they found 
Trout, who introduced his wife ami child to them, and 
begged a piece of pork. He illformed them that this 
was his residence, nnd repeated his fcrIller deelaratiou, 
that the natives would not suffer him to depart, even if 
he "'CI'C inciine(l to return to his own country.. He ]]nw
evel', communicated various articles of in[(}rm~jioll 1'('\<1-

tive to their journcy, for which they mmle duc acl(ncw
ledgcmenis; but it is to be lamcn(cd, that he could n~,t 
b ' induccd b extcnd his serdces, or rather, that hi,; 
e.·jIJ1'~~ and character rendered him danO'erous b be 
trusted, and fearful of trusting himself amo~g C:Hi~!i'l!1~.:. 

Di.lring t:lcir COllvcl'satioq with 'l'rout the-Il,.Iives SUI'
rounned them in numhers, and continued b {:,ll,m' them 
till, dusk. The two companies pnssed the l1i;~ht tGq:ethcI', 
but that (:::;:ress, which oug;ht to h:'yC been tI)e buml of 
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unity, was unfortunately perverted into an occasion for 
disaffection and complaint. 

'l'heir provisions running very short, a party went 
down to the sea-side to seck for shell-fish on the rocks, 
and found a considerable quantity of oysters, muscles, 
mid );mpets_ These were divided among the womel', 
the chil(Ii'en, and the sick; fOl' the title happening to 
come in before they hatl collected a sutlicient stock, 
~ome cr the wretched troop were obliged to put up with 
a vel'y scanty allowance. After a repast,which rather 
excited than gratified their appetites, they cont.inued 
their march, and about noon reached a small 'ill~gl', 
where an old man approached them, armed with a lance, 
which h~ levelled, making, "t the same time, a noise 
somewhat resembling the report of a musket. Froln 
thi, circumstance, it is probable, he was acquainted with 
the use of fire arms, antI apprehended they would kill bis 
cattle, for he immediately drove hiS- herd into the kralllI; 
aa inclosure, where they are always 5:..cured upon the 
appearance of u3llIcr, Rilll du!'ing the nigIlt. 'l'he old 
man took no farther notice of the English, but they nere 
followed by some of the 6ther illhab,itants of the village, 
who behaved extremely ilL 

'l'he final separation now took place; they parted to 
meet no more. In adopting this resolution they appear 
t,) have been influenced by motives which had, at !eaot, 
the specious appearance of reason. 'l'hey concein'''. 
that 11.1' pursning different routes, find travelling in sn,a:[ 
i!:lt"ics, they should be less the ohject of jealo'lhly tt> 
n:c ,natives, and could t];e more ('a!;!iy prot ,.' s1,;bis
tente. To counterbalance t11"o,' advantage!', howtYcr, 
tll;'Y lost that unity of action, tLat systematic directioll, 
r,:,: ell J. prull"nt supel'iol' can communicate io inose un
tLi his care; and hy rcjeciir.g t',;lablished lIilth0ri(y, they 
~or'.l spilt iulo parties, guided only by c'aprite, ,.;;;] <ill'ay

e I by le:njiJra'T views. After all, they (I'd not Fart 
\.1 ;thout nineil.g those emotions so honorable lJ human 
iL: 'U~: th'il' Id~ ~:Jl'tulles had, in some ~,leasure, Ie\> c!:cd 
,L.,:.l'~(;l';'." :uul {Le services of the lowpst \\-Cl'e rt'gai'deci 
,:~ :(.I(ed ,:f friC:'nl:,;lip, not texpn'sEinns oj' duty. 

!':'om :],,5 ]:c6 r ,,1 the fute of t~1(> capt'!ITl, md his ,,,~so-
,~:ail~, is alm~':,t wholly Ul,klluwn. B'lt imagination 
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cannot form a scene of deeper distn',.s than what the 
delicate and tendel' se", anll the innocent children JPu,t 
have experienced. Prom the account.-> of some of the 
party who survived their distresses amI subsequent in
quiries, it is probable, that the hand of de:lth SC)(m re
leased them from their accumulated ill3; thoug:h t!~e 
public mind W~5 long harrassed with the belief that a 
few had been doomed to worse than death among the 
natives. 

'1'he separation being decided upon, the party which 
had attached itself to the second mate, travelled till it 
was quite dark, when, al'l'iving at a convellient spot, they 
kindled a fire and reposed for the night. 

Nat day they proceeded, as they conjectured, thirty 
miles; and though they saw great numbers of the na
tives they recei,-ed from them not the least molesta
tion. '1'0\\'a1'115 the close ef the day, they reaclled au 
extensive wood, and being fe,u-ful of entering it, lest 
they mig;llt l()o~e their war, they spent a restless nigU 
on its verge, being terribly alar!l1ed by the howling of 
wild beasts. . 

'l'hey continued their roule the fuHu, .. dng day till nOOD, 
wHllQut any other food d:~"l wild sc·rrd ami such berl'ie" 
as they obsl'rved the birus to peck at. None of the 
nativcs malle (heir appcarance; the wanderers having 
reached a poiut of the rocks, found some shell-fish, and 
after refre,hiu!!; thcmsejy(>s they atlvanced till they came 
to the bank.,; of a large rinr where they reposed. 

l\c'x( mQ1'1lLI", finding the rlyer \'C'ry ill'II",l "nd dcep, 
and s',,'eral of tiC (,OWP:1i:y being u.nl,le to swi.n, t!1t'j' 
resolvel to follow its windings, and sn:1..: Sflme Flace 
wilerI' it'w;~s furd .... :,le. In tli<.·;;· "'leY ill!')' pass(',\ ma
ny yil:;:.:.;"', the bhabitants of ,,:lkh were teo mur;h 
alarmed in yield thcm ;;l'Y ;:~~istance. Pun;uin,!; tI.e 
c :/tI: .;e of the l'iver a c()I>;del"!~Jle way, <Hul 1101 C ;l(~in~ 
it bCt()llle nan'owc:', th'-y dl'il'I'.nintd h cOldl'll1't ('ata
marans, a kind of raft, in onln ti] eros, it. '['\:;8 Iwi:1'r 
effected, with such matcl'i,tls l1s n,,'y fOli;HI on tloc bJilk;: 
those \\,:10 cuuld not !'.\ViI. IYerf! plated upoll the Beat, 
which beiJ1~~ irnpc:letl hy the OiLers, they all cro~,~('d it 
ill safely, though HlC riv€!' was computed to t,~ ilJt le~g 
than t\\'o miles 01 cr. 
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It was now three days since they had left the sea, and 
during that reriod they had scarcely taken any nourish
ment but water and a little wild sorrel. They therefore 
agai:I directed their course to the shore, where they were 
fortumte enough to find abundance of shell-fish, which 
afforded them a V(,I"y seasonable refreshment. 

After following tl1e trendings of- the coast for three or 
four days, dul'ing which the natives suffered them to pasi 
without molestation, peneb'ating a pathless wo-od, where, 
perhaps, no human being ever trod, uncertain which way 
to pl'ocee{l, incommoded by the heat, and exhausted by 
the fatigues of their march, they were almost' ready to 
sink, when they reached the wnunit of a hill, Here they 
rested, and had the satisfaction to see a spacious plain be
fore them,' through which a fine st"?am meandered. As 
the wi III beasts, however, were accustomed, in their noc
turnal prolVlings to resort to this place fOl' water, the situa
tion Dr the travellers was perilous, and subject to contin
ual alarms. 

In the mornlng one of the party ascened a lofty tree to, 
observe the trendings of. the coast, after which they resu
med their course, and entered a~other wood just as the 
night sct in. Having passed it by paths ,yhich the wild 
beasts alone had made, they again reached the sea-coast. 
Here they made fii'es, which, after the fatigues they had 
undergone, was a t..,i1SUll'C busil1(,s~, and threw inio rleIn 
the oy~ters they had collected, tn make them open, as 
they had not a single knife remaining among them. On 
this spot they reposed, but found no water. 

N exi day, the wanderer·s,.in the course of their journey, 
had the good fortune to discoyer a dead whale, which 
sight· in theil' present situation, aij'uI'{led them 110 little 
satisfaction. The want (·f a knife to cut it up prevented 
them fmm t;(king full advantage of this accidental sup
ply; s')me of them, thoTlsh in the extremity of hunger, 
nauseated this food: while .. thers, making a fire on the 
carcase, dug out the part tl.us roasted, with oyster· shells, 
anrl made a hearty meal. 

A fine level courtry now presevted itself, the sight of 
whi~h cause.d them to believe that their fatigues were near 
a termination, and that they had reached the noI1hern
most part of the t1:\e Dutch cl)ionies. Here 'new dissen-
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sions arose, some advising that they should penetrate :n
land, while others persevered in the original plan of keep
ing in the yicillity of the sea-coast. 

After manydiiputes another diYi~i()n of the party took 
place. Mr. Shaw, the fourth mate, Mr. Harris, the fifth, 
liIessrs .. ,\Viluams and Taylor, Capt. 'I'albot, and sellmen, 
to the number of twenty-two persons, among whom was 
Hynes, the reporter, resolved to proceed inland. 'l'he 
carpenter, the ship's steward, M. d'Esprnetk, 1\1. OIiyicr, 
with about twenty-four seamcn,. continued to follow the 
shore. 

'I'he party which took the interior proceeded for three 
days through-a very pleasant country, where they saw a 
great number of d.'sertec' ~aalJs. During this time they 
had nothing to subsist on but a few oysters, which they 
carried with them, and some herrit's and wild sorrel gath
ered on the way. '1'he effects of hunger soon compelled 
thcm to return to the coa~t, where, as m-lI,'!, thcy found 
a silpply of shell-fish. As they were procee(ling up a 
steep hill, soon after their separation, «apt. Talbot com
plained of great lassitude, and repeatedly sat down to 
rest himself. 'I'he company several times indulged him 
by doing the same; but perceiving that he was quite e:;
hausted, they went on, leaving him and his faithful SCI'" 

vant, Blair, sitting beside each other, and neither of thc!u 
were heard of any more. 

Having reposed neal' the !>hore the next day, aboll\: 
110011, tl1I',)' arrived at a small river, where they fOllml two 
of the carpenter's party, who, being unable to SWill', had 
been left behind. The joy of these poor creatures, at 
tlle sight of their comrades was excessive. They were 
preserved since they had been in this place, almost by a 
miracle, for while they were gatherill2; shell-fish on the 
beach, their fire went out, so that it was wonderful hoW 
they esca.ped bejn~ '!('youreil by the ,did beasts. 

'I'hey were ",jlh difficulty got oyer the river, and trav
elling on for four days morc the party came to another 
I'iver, of suell breadth that IWne of them would attempt 
to pass it. Having no alternative, they marched along its 
baJ)ks in bres of finding a practicable passage, and alTh'
ed at a yiI: <,;f', where the natives shewed them the 
inside of a ,,-dell, which some of the'~carpenter's party 
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had !!:iven for a little milk. Mr. Shaw MI'laeiviJlg that 
snch a traffic would not be unacceptable, offered them 
the inside of his watch for a calf. ''1'0 these terms they 
assenterl, but no sooner had they obtained possession of 
the price than they withheld the calf, which was unrue
dintely driven out of the village. 

'I'hey continued their maL'ch along the ri'ver for ~~veraI 
iay~, amI passed tJlI'ough several villages withQut moles
tation from the inhabitants, till they'came toa pad where 
they conceived they should be able to cross. Having 
C'onstructed a catamaran, as before, they all passed the 
river in safety, excepting the two who had been left be· 
hillrl by the carpent.eL"s party, and who were afraid to 
venture. These unfortunate .. men were never seen af· 
terwa;,tl5. • 

Having gained the opposite bank, the company now 
proceeded, in an oblique direction, towarrls the shore, 
which they reached about noon on the third day. The 
next morning, at the ebbing of the tide, they procul'ed 
some shell-fish, amI having refreshed themservcs, they 
pUl'sued their joUl'lley. 

In the course of that day's march they fell in with Ii 

party of the natives, belonging, as. tlley imaginerl, to a 
new naiinn; by whom they were beaten, and extremely 
ill treated. To avoid their persecutions they concealed 
themselves in the woods till the savag:es had retired, when 
they assl'mbled again and resumed ~their march. They 
harl not proceelled far b{'fore th?)' perceived the prints of 
human feet'in the sand, from which they concllHled t1mt 
their late eompanions were pefore t~](·m. In the hope of 
rejoining them t.hey traced their supposed footsteps for a 
while, but soon lost theril among the rocks and grass. 

After some time they came to another river, not very 
broad, but of considerable depth, whicl~ they passed in 
safety on a catamaran, as before. Nothing remarkable 
occurred dul'ing the three following days;' but at the ex· 
piration of that period they overtook the carpenter's party, 
whose sufferings they found had been even more severe 
than theil' own. 'I'he carpenter himself had been poi
soned by eating some kind of fruit, with the natUre of 
which he was unacquainted: M, d'Espinette, and l\'I, Olio 
vier, worn out wi.h famine and fatigue, had been left to 
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their fate, The unfortunate little travpller, Law, was still 
wilh thC' 111 , anu had hitilel'to supported evel'Y hal'uship in 
an astonishing manner. 

'l'hus once mOl'e united they procet'deu together till 
they <:awe to a "andy beadl, where they found a couple of 
p!allks with a spike nnil in each. This COltvinc.ed them 
tlld some EUl'opean ships had been neal' the coast, or 
that they were in the \ iCIllHy of some seitlenwi1. 'rhe 
Dails were }lriJ~es of the fil'st consHillence; the5€ being; 
flattened between two stones, \\.~ere shaped into SOllle
thin!!; likl- I n;\·t S, anu, to mel' in their situation, were con
side;'ed a most valuable acqui~,ition. 

In a ahort tin,e they (afi'e to another river, on whose 
banks they accilknudly fouud 1", t': "ateI', which indu('{'d 
tbem to rest tLere 1(;1' the I\i~l;t. In the morning, they 
crossed tl:e riYer, ;. 1,(1 "11 eXl'mining; the sea-sl:ore they 
founu another (\rad wh<le, ",hidl diffllsed a general joy, 
till a large party of 1.,.liHb, i'tllled with lances cnme 
Ilown tipeD ;J elfi. 'If'e,.e people, ho\'. t'ver, perceiving 
the deplorable condili(.11 of the traYelicrs, cODduded 
themselves in such a !Jaci:'c JTI'lnr.el' as to tlispel their ap
prehensions. C'-l!-€ ,.i· th:>m even It'Ht tllOse who \\ ere 
employed upon (Le W)I,'.J(>, his lann', oy meaDS of w:lkh, 
and their hlo lmivcs, they cut it into Jl,nks, and carried 
off a cODside"able quautity, till they could finu n ood and 
watcrto dress iL 

On coming to a river the f .. !Iowing day, another of the 
party dropped, m,d they w(':·c Wider the cruel IIf'Ct'ssily 
"f It;,ving him behind. Having plrnty of )Jro-vl~ions they 
now proceeded four days \\ iUU'llt intern,issioD, and pro
curing a stick, they set ,;huut making Po kind of caler-uar, 
by cutting a notch for every day; bllt, in ,.I'nssing a t·jyer, 
tllis register of time was lost, and the care they hau laken 
to compute their melanl'ilOly {lays was of no ani!. 

'l'hey soon reached a new river, "here tbf'y hallf'd for 
the night. The fl'equent ill.pediments of riH"s much re
tarded their pl'Ogress. Few of these, howe\'er, ~I'e of' 
very great Il'lwlljtlllie at any Jl,lfsh,r,cc from fIe sea; IJUt . 
~s the waves derived all thdr suhsi-;ff'n('e from tht w.:ery 
elelJ'ent the.v were obliged til ~;bn,it to .he jl~{,(.!l\'enien('e 
of passillp; them in ~ genet'al whet·(o lI,e tide flowed. ') lis 
will account fol' difficulties, fmID which, had it been prac-
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ticable, a mor~ inI!IIld course would have exempteJiJ, 
them, 

As the we~ther was very, unfavorable next morn,ing, 
some of the company were afraid to-cross the river, uRolI' 
wl:ticl~ Hynes, an4 about, ten more" being " impa~~nt to' 
proceed, swam acrqss, Jeaving the rest, ':-,mong wJwm, 
lVas master ,Law, behina,thef!!' ,Having gained tM~P-; 
posite shore,)hey proceeded till they came to a place 
where they met with shell-fish,wood, .and, ~llter," Here 
they halted t}Y,9 days, ~nexp¢ctation of the arrival of 
the oth'ers; but a~ it still blew fresh, theyconcludedtba1 
tlteir more timorous companions had not ventured to cross 
therjver; therefol'ethinking i(in vain to wait anyJon,ger, 
tller w.ept fonvard, 

They chad not travelled,; many hours before they had 
the e:ood fortune to discover a ,!lead seal on the beach. 
One-(f ;;he knives, being in the, possession 9fthis, partY, 
they cut up their prey, dressed part of th£! ,11esh on the 
spot an~l cal'rie',1 the rest with them, . 

The Dext morning the partyteft behind overtook them. 
It was now conducted by the ship's steward, and in the 
interval-Jrom the ' recent separation, it appeared that they 
bad suffered extremely from the natives, frollJ hu~ger, 
and fatigue, and that five of thf:ffiwere no more. , :;rhus 
Chese unfortunate men were rapidly, losing some of their 
body; yet tile, reflection of their fOJ.'Iorn conditio,n djd 
llot rouse them to the good effects of unanimity, which_ 
alone, had it been -either a p~rmanent principle,or en· 
forced by an authority to which they ought to have,cub; 
mitted, might; have ilaved them many distresse~". anti 
would,have ten~~!l to the pr.eservation of numbei.,., Con
cortI is always strength; the contrary, even in the hap
piest circumstanees, is weal(ness and ruin, 

Having shai'edtl,e remainder.of the seat aplOng them, 
and taken some, repose, they again proceeded in one 
body, and after some time came to a lofty' mO!Jllt~jH" 
whic~ it was ne,c_essary .~(), -«rpss, or', go round th'e blutf 
point ofa rqck on, whi<;ho,the s!Irf beat ~\'ith great via
lellct\ The latter appcRl'ing to be mu<:.~ .the, .shf)rtest 
passage, they ,chose it, but had reason ~o repent: their 
determination, as tlley had a miracubus escape with ' 
tbcilliY~, Same of tbem. not Itnly lo'st theil' provisions", 
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but their fil'e;brands, which they hat! hHhcto carefull) 
carried with them, were extinguished hy the w<!,·('s. 

Dispirited by this essential loss, which ,,"os the~r chi.,'t: 
protection from the wild beasts, they felt the mls~'l}r 01 
their situation with ag:O'ravated force, and an adllJtlOnal 
<rloom clouded their '~f~ture prospects. Marching along 
Gt this disconsolate mood, they fell in \-.·Hh some female 
natives, who immediately fled. When the travellers 
came up to the spot where these women had been filst 
descr~d, they had the satisfaction to find that the fire on 
which they had been dressing muscles wa snot extinguish
ed. With joy they lighted their brands, and after a few 
hours repose pursued their course. 

N ext day they arrived at a viil&ge, where the natives 
offered to barter a young bullock with them. '1'he inside 
of a watch, some buttons, amI other trifles, were offered 
and re~dily accepted jJl ,exchange; the beast being deliv
ered up, wa5 despatched by -the lance of one of the na
tives. The Caffrees were 'pleased to receive back the 
entrails, and the carcase being divided in the most im
partial manner, our people took up their abode for tllat 
night neal' the village, and the next moruing passed an" 
other river on a eatamal'an. 

The bullock \Va, the only su"tenance they had hither
to received from the natives, by barter 01' favol', except" 
ing that the women sometimes gave the poor child who 
accowpanied them some niilk. Among the most barha
rous nations, the females, to the honor of their sex, are 
alwaYil found to be comparatin~ly humane, and 11":", r 
was there a mOI'e just objtct of commiseration th~\n mus
ter Law. Hitherto he had got on tolerably weil, throug:h 
the benevolent attention of his comlHlIliolls. lIe walk
ed when able, and when tired, they carried him in tUI'll 
without a murmur. None eTer obtained any food W;PJ 
out allowing b im a share. 'i¥lwII the rest were coli '1'1 
;ng 5hell.fish he was left to II ,!dl the fire, and Oil t!,"ir 
I'l'JUI'll he participated in the spoils. 

'rltey now entered a 8an~ty desf'l't, which they \\'\'1'1) 

len Il~ys ill pa5~illg. In this desolate tract they had ma
ny riv{'t's to pass; and had it not iJeen for the supply ur 
food ther carrin! wilh t1WIII, 1i!(',I' must all have lwris/wd. 
Howc,-el', they had ,>'ood in abundance, seltlom failed to 
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find waier by digging in the sand, and being safe from 
the apprehensions of the natives, this appears to have 
been the most pleasant part of their journey. 

Having crossed the desert, they entered. the territories 
of a new nation, by whom they were sometimes mal
treated, and at others were suffered to pass without mo
lestation. Being now on the borders of the ocean, they 
fell in with a party of the natives, who, by signs, advis
ed them to go inland; and complying with their direc
tions, they soon arrived at a village, where they fClmd 
only women and children. The women brought out a 
little milk, which they gave to master Law. It was con
tained in a small basket, curiously formed of rushes, and 
so compact as to hold any kind of liquid. Here they 
had an opportunity of examining several huts, and ob
served the mode in which the natives churn their butter. 
The milk is put into a leather bag, which is suspended 
in the middle of the tent, and pushed backward and for
ward by two persons, till the butter arrives at a proper 
(·onsistence. When thus prepared, they mix it with 
soot, and anoint themselves with the composition, which 
proves a defence against the intense heat of the climate, 
and renders their limbs uncommonly pliant and aelive. 

·While the travellers were resting themselves, the men 
belonging to the village rdurned from hunting, each 
Il!'p.ring upon the point of his spear a piece of deel~s 
flesh. They formed a ring round the strangers, and 
seemed to gaze on them with admir-ation. After having 
satisfied their curiosiJy, they produced two bowls of 
l!'!Ik, which they appeared willin.g to barter; but as our 
v.retched countrymen had nothing to give in exchange, 
they drank it ;Jp themselycs. 

Scarcely had they finished their mea), when they all 
rose up, and in an instant 'Tent ofl" into the woods, leaving 
the English, under SOllle apPI·ehensions as to the cause of 
ihis sudden motion. In a short time, however, they re
turned with a deer, and though opr people earnesly in
treated to be permitted to parj~ke of tl:e spoil, the na
tives not only disregarded their solicitations, bnt lil:ewise 
i;iSisted on their quitting the kraal. This they II ere 
nlili.:·C'() h comply with, and after ,valldng a re.w o.iles, 
they lay dmVll to rest. 
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For several days they pursued their journey without 
any remat'kable occurrence. '.rhey frequently fell in with 
the natives, who had great numbers of oxen, but they 
would part with nothing without a retui'll, which was 
not in the power of the travellers to hHtke. '1'11,,), hart, 
however, the negative satisfaction of not being annoyed 
in their progt·ess. They now came to another rhel",. 
where they saw three or four huts, containing only wo
men and childl'en. The flesh of sea-co;\'s m,l: s,,~-liOl!" 
was hanging up to dry, of which the women gave the 
travellers a part. They slept that night at a small dis
tance from these huts, 

Next morning Hynes and nine others swam across the 
river, but the rest were too timorous to make the at
tempt. Those who had crosed the river, soon after
terwards had the good fortune to observe a seal ,~s;c('p, 
just at high-water mark, and having cut off' his retreat, 
they found means to kill him. Having divided the flesh, 
they travelled four or five days, occasionally falling in 
with the natives, who, upon the Irhole, behaved with 
tolerable forbearance. 

They now arrived at another river, which they wcrt' 
obliged to cross, and proceeding Oil (1Jdi' route, llie 
next day found a whale; and thus being well SUPilJicd 
with provisions they resolved. to halt fo\' their C()!:,;~;Jl' 
ions; but after waiting in vain two daY', they proceC<1· 
ed without them. 'l'hey aflenvards found that thci" 
companions had taken a more inland route, and had :;C'I 

before them. Having, therefore, cut up as muc.h of t!~(; 
whale as they coulll carry, and being much refreshed, 
they proceeded with alacrity, having now no necessity to 
loiter in quest of food. 

'fhus they travelled for more than a week, and in 
their way discovered some pieces of rags, which satisfi
ed them that their late assoc.iates had got the start of 
them. They now entered an extensive sal1ily desert, 
and finding, towards the close of the first day, uut Iit'!<· 
prospect of obtaining either wood or water, they wert' 
much disheartened. To their joy, however, at the en
trance of a deep gulley they saw the followin<:!; wOhls trac
ed on the. sand: Turn ill here and you n'ill find plenty 
of waoel and waleI'. This cheered them li1,e a revelation 
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from heaven, and on entering the gulfey they found the 
notification verified, and the remllins of several fires, 
which assured them that their late companions had reo 
fJOsed in the same place. 

Tbey proceeded several days, proportionably exhaust· 
d with fatigue as they advanced, but without 'any me· 
morable occurrence, '1'hey now came to a bluff point 
cf a rock, which projected so fal~ into the sea as to ob
struct their progress, so that they were ebliged to direct 
tht::r course mO;'e inland. '1'0 add to their distrtiSs, 
t'!:'ir provisions· were again exhausted, when, arriviflg'at 

. ". large pond, they luckily found a. number of land-crat.Js. 
~l:fiils, a.'ld some sond ill the vicinity>- and on these 
(hey made a satisfactory meal. 

As soon as it dawned they resumed their journey, and 
c;1tering a wood, they observed many of the trees torn 
up by the roots. While they were Jost in amazement. 
at illis phenomenon, to their terror and astonishment 
thirty or forty large elephants started up out of the long 
.:russ, with which the gro'und was covered. Tile travel
lers stood some moments in suspense, whether they 
would retreat or Mvallce; hut, by taking a circuitous 
course, they passed these enormous ;"creatures without 
f'ny iiljUl'Y. rl~he grass in which they lay was not less 
than eighfor nine feet high. '1'his may appear strange 
10 those who are not acquainted with the luxuriant ycgi
tation .of tropical climates,' but other travellers of un
rluestiol1able veracity, llave made the same reIDaI:ks on 
Africa. 

Having reached the sea shore that night, our travellers 
Wf're miserably disappointed by the state of the tide, 
which deprived them of their usual supplies of shell-fish. 
'ro such extremities were they, in cODiiequence reduced, 
lhat some of them, who had made shoes of the hide of 
HIe' buUock obtained in barter from the natives, singed 
otf the hair, blloiled and cat them. This WlSllVOry di~h 
Ihey rendered as palatable as possible by means of some 
lvild celery they found on tIle spot, and the whole pariy 
partook of it. 

At low watcr they went as usual to tile rocks to pro
cure shell·fish; and as they proceeded they often per
ceived evi!ent traces of that division of their party 
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which had got the start of them. In two days time they 
fell in with a hunting party of the natives, who offered 
no molestation to our people as they passed, and for 
several days they every where behaved with the same 
forbearance. 

After passing two rivers, and finding no fresh water 
ncar them, they entered a sterile country, where the na
tives appeared to have nothing to subsist on but what 
they derived from hunting and fishinl!;. 'What then must 
have been the situation of our travellers! They had not 
a drop of water for several days; and a few berries 
which they occasionally picked up, were the only allevi
ation of their burning thirst. However, they soon reach
ed Caffraria, properly so called, which they found tv be 
a fine and populons country. 

During their march through this territory our traveller:,; 
were absolutely starving ill the midst of plenty. They 
saw abundance of cattle, but so tenacious were the na
tives of their property, that they would not part with 
any thing gratuitously, and our people had nothing to giye 
in badeI'. So apprehensive were the Caffrees, lest thes(~ 
poor vagrants might commit depredations, that they con
stantly secured their cattle as they approached, and en~lI 
used violence to keep them at a distance. So true it is 
that in all countries poverty is considered rather as It 

crime than a misfortune, and that he who has nothing; to 
bestow, is immediately suspected of an intention to take 
away. 

But the Caffrees have been characterised as a humn:;~ 
and inoffensive people. HolV are we then to reconcile 
this description with tile conduct they displayed to Ollr 

countrymen 1 May not the idea, that they were Dutch· 
men, solve the difficulty 1 Between the C<lffrees and tilt" 
Dutch colonists an invetel'ate enmity subsisted at that 
pel,jod. The Caffrees had been treated with u'lpar:.:llrlel[ 
cruelty and oppression by the white people, with wiJ'Jll1 
they were conversant; all white people were, ther(lore, 
probably regarded.as enemies. Among unciyiiized ll:;

tions, wherever any intercourse has 1H'~'n ('st.ablishul 
with Europeans, the characters of the latte;" hi ;::elluill. 
have been determined from the conduct of a irorthle-',r; 

Gz 
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few. Tlrus, as on other important occasions, many suf
fer for the vices of individuals. 

Our travellers every where repened, or regarded with 
. apprehension, at length came to a river, and having 
crossed it, were met by a party of the natives, one of 
whom had adorned his hair with a piece of a silver 
buckle, which was known to have belonged to the ship's 
cook. It seems the cook, who set a particular value 
upon his buckbs, had covered them with bits of cloth, 
to conceal them from the natives; but at length hunger 
Imd compelled him to break them up, in order to barter 
them for food: but no sooner was the price deposited 
than the natives broke their engagement, as had been 
their general practice, except in one solitary instance, 
and drove the claimants away. 

Hynes and his party were roughly handled by the na
tiVC3 they had fallen in with. To avoid their persecution, 
they travelled till late at night, and after reposing for a 
few hours, they recommenced their journey before it 
was light, that they might escape a repetition of their ill 
treatment. 

N ext day about noon, they reached a spot where 
there was good water, and the probability of finding an 
abundance of shell-fish; here, being much fatigued, 
they determined to spend the night. While in this situa
tion they were overtaken by a tremendous storm of 
Ihunder alld lightning, and the rain poured down in such 
torrents that Ihey were obliged to hold up their canvas 
frocks over the fire to save it from being extinguished. 
Next day at low wllter, they found shell-fish, as usual, 
~tajd some time to dry their clothes, and then resumed 
their journey. Coming to a large village the inhabitants 
[ell upon them with such fury, that several of them were 
wounded, in consequence of which, one man died soon 
afterwards. Hynes received a wound in his leg from Ii 
lance, and being knocked down, was left senseless Oll 

:he spot by his companions, who supposed him to be 
.Jead. However, in II few hours, to their great joy, he 
,ejoined his countrymen, who had despaired of ever 
seeing him again. 

From this time they lost sight of the habitations of the 
na'ives, and elltere~ a sandy desert, wllere it was with 
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the utmost difficulty they could procure any sustenance. 
At intervals, indeed, they experienced the usual bounty 
of the sea, and having collected as many shell-fish as 
possible, they opentd them in the fire, and tak,illg out 
the animal, left the shells which greatly diminished the 
labor of carriage. 

Having passed the desert, they arrived at a large river, 
which, as they afterwat'ds learned from the Dutch, io; 
called Bosjesman's river. Here they found Thomm; 
Lewis, one of the party which had gone before them, 
who having beeD. taken ill, was abanduned to his fate. 
He informed them that he had travelled inland and seen 
many huts, at one of which he obtained a little milk, 
and at another was beaten away. He added, that having 
reached the place where he now was, he found himself 
too weak to cross the river, and was, therefore, deter
mined to return to the nearest kraal, indifferent as to his 
reception or his life. In vain his companions strove to 
OVCl'come this determination. They flattered him with 
the hope of yet being able to reach the Cape, but their 
encouragement was ineffectual. Both his body and mind 
were broken down; he had drained the cup of affliction 
to the dregs; despair had laid her iron hand upon him, 
and sealed him for her own. In spite of all their entrea
ties he went back to the natives, and once more had the 
good fortune to receive assistance, when he could least 
of all expect it, and in such a shape as proved effectual 
to his preservation. But we are anticipating events. 

On exploring the sea coast, ollr people, to their great 
joy, dicovered another whale, and having cut the flesh 
into junks, took with them as much, of it as they were 
able to can·y. Again losing sight of the natives, and 
their hutll, they were kept in perpetual alarm by the wild 
beasts, whicla were here more numerous than in any part 
of the country through which they had hitherto passed. 

On the fourth day, after passing the river, they over
took the ship's steward and Master Law, who still surviv
ed inexpressible hardships. From them they learned 
that the cooper had been· buried the preceding eveBing in 
the sand; but when Hynes and the steward went to take 
a farewell view of the spot, flley found to their sllrprise 
and hornlr, that the body .had bCQD (lanicd off by SO!ll.tl 
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carnivorous animal, which had evidently dragged it to a 
considerable distance. 

Hynes' party presented the steward and child with 
some of the flesh of the whale, by waich they were 
much refreshed; and for eight or ten days more they all 
proceeded in company. At length they came to a point 
of rocks, and as the whale was by this time wholly COD

sumed, they went round the edge in search of such sus
tenance as the sea might afford. This took up so much 
time that they were obliged to sleep on the rock, where 
they could procure no water but what was very brackish. 
In the morning the steward and child were both taken ill, 
and being nnable to proceed, the party agreed to halt 
till the next tiay. The extreme coldness of the rock on 
which they had slept, produced a sensible effect on them 
all; the steward and child still continued very ill. Their 
companions, therefore, agreed to wait another day, when, 
if no favorable turn took place, they would be under the 
painful necessity of abandoning them to their fate. But 
their humanity was not put t<> this severe test, for in the 
course of the following night, this poor child resigned 
his breath, and ceased any longer to ihare their fatigues 
and sorrows. They had left him, as they supposed, 
asleep, near the fire round which they had all rested dur
ing the night; but when they had made their arrange
ments for breakfast, and wished to call him to participate, 
they found that his soul had taken its flight to another 
I;-orld. 

Forgetting their own misery they sensibly felt for the 
loss of this tender youth, and the affiiction of the stew
ard in particular was inexpressible. _ This child had 
been the object of !Ii." fondest care, during a long and 
perilous joul'lley, and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that his companions could tear him from the spot. 

They had not proceeded far before one of the party 
asked for a shell of water, which being given him, he 
solicited a second, and as soon as he had drunk it, lay 
down aud instantly expired. So much were they habit
uated to scens of (ii,<tr,·;os. that, by this time, death had 
ceased to be regarded as shocking; it was even consid
el'ed by them as a consummation rather to be wished for 
than dreaded. They len the poor Inan where he drop-
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p!'rl, and had not advanced far, when another complain
ed of extreme weakness, and sat down upon the sand 
by the seaside. Him too they left, compelled by ~e
,ere necessity, in order to ~eek for wood and water, 
pl"Omising, if they were successful, to return to assist 
him. 

Having sought in vain for a comfortable restingplace 
for the night, they were all obliged to repose on the 
sands. Recollecting the situation of their comrade, one 
of the party went back to the spot where he had been 
left, but the unhappy man was not to be found; and as 
he had nothing to shelter or protect him, it is mOl"e than 
probable that he was carried off by wild beasts. 

With the first approach of day they resumed their 
}mrney, but their situation was now more deplorable 
than ever. Having had no water since the middle of 
the preceding day, they suffered exceedingly from thiflit, 
the glands of their throats and their mouths were much 
swollen; and in the extremity of thirst they were indu
ced to· swallow their own urine. 

'l'his was the crisis of calamnity. The misery tlley 
now underwent was too shocking to relate. Having 
existed for (W0 days without food or water, Hley were 
reducrd to snell an extremity, that when any of them 
could not furnish himself with a draught of mine, he would 
borrow a ~hell full of his more fortunale companion till he 
was able to repay it. 'l'he steward, II hose Lenevolence 
ought to immortalize his memory, now followed his little 
favorite to another world. In short, to such a state of 
wretchedness were they now reduced, that death was 
stripped of all its terrors. 

N ext morning two more of the party were reduced 
to a very languid state; 01le of them, unable to proceed 
a step farther, lay down, and his companions, incapaLle 
of affording him any assistance, took an affectionate 
farewell, and left him to expirr. 

'l'owards evening they reached a deep gully, which 
they entf'red, in the hope of. meeting with fresh water. 
Here they found anotDer of the Grosvenor's crew lying 
dead, with hilS right hand cut off at the Wrist. A cir
cumstance so sinE;ular could not fail to alt'·act the notice 
of his companions, especially as they recollected Ibat it 
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had been the common asseveration of the deceased ;
:May the deril cut my right arm qff if if be nat true! It 
had a sensible effect upon his comrades for a time, as 
they superstitiously imagined that Providence had inter
fered, by a miracle, to show its indignation against his 
profaneness. 

One of the company, who had lost his own clothes in 
crossing a river, took the opportunity of supplying him
self by stripping the dead man, and then they pr?ceeded 
till night, without any other sustenance than what their 
own water afforded them. 

Next day brought no alleviation of their miseries. 
Necessity impelled them /0 proceed, though hope scarce
ly darted a ray through the gloom of their prospects .. 
'l'he whole parly was, at last, reduced to three persons, 
Hynes, Evans, and Wormington, and these could hope 
to survive their companions only a very few days. 'rheir 
faculties rapidly declined, they could scarcely hear or 
see, and a vertical sun darted its beams so intensely 
Hjlvll them, that it was with the utmost difficulty they 
could proceed. 

'fheir misery, from thirst, now became so intolerable, 
that Wormington earnestly importuned his companions 
to determine, by lot, which of them should die, in order 
that the others mi~ht be presevered by drinking his 
hlood. Hynes, thoG.'"h almost chiltlish, was shocked at 
1he proposal; his tears flowed abuuclantly, and he de
eiared, that as long as he was able to walk he could not 
ihink of easting lots; but that, if he should be obliged 
to ump, they might then use him as they pleased. Up
(>n this, \Vormington, shaking hands with Hynes and 
Evens, suffered them to proceed without him. 

Every hour now seemed to throw a deeper gloom 
over their fate; nature could support no more. Hynes 
and Evans, however, made another effort to ad"ance, 
without even indulging a hope of the possibility of re
lief. They this day saw something before them which 
had the appearance of large birds, hut their surprise may 
be conceived, when, upon a nearer approach, they di,
covered them to be men. N early blind and idiots, thf>y 
did not at first recollect their newly-found companion!;, 
but after some time they recognized ill them four of the 
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steward's party from which they had been separated. 
One of them, a boy, named Price, advanced to meet 
them, and gave them the pleasing information,. that his 
associates had fresh water in their possession. 'I'his in
spired them with new life, and reciprocal inquiries were 
made relative to the fate of their lost companions. 'I'he 
three men whom Hynes and his companion had overta
ken, were named BerIJey, Leary, and De Lasso, who 
hearing that Wormington was left behind, the two latter 
went in search of him, charging those who remained 
not to suffer Hynes and Evans to drink too freely of the 
water, as several had expired from the eagerness with 
which they swallowed that fluid after long abstinence. 

Wormington was recovered by the humanity of those 
who went in search of him, and a painful detail of suffer
ings succeeded. It appeared that the (:aptains's steward 

. had been buried in the sand of the last Ilesert over which 
they passed, and that the survivors were reduced to such 
extremity, that after his interment t,~'o of the party was 
sent back to cut oft· his flesh for their immediate support; 
hut while proceeding upon this horrid errand, they had 
the good fortune to discover a young seal, newly driven 
on shore, alld frt:sh bleeding, wldch proved a most sea
sonable relief. They farther stated, that they had obtain
ed shell-fish in the sand, when none were to be seen up
on it, by obserying the manner in which the birds 
scratched for them. Without this discovery tbey must 
inevitably have perished. 

Hynes and Evans, recounting their adventures to the 
party they had joineri, 111l1011g other circumst"llces, men
tioned that the sbip;s ,(",Yanl, ,,;hom they had left to 
expire on the road, had (,n very decent dothes. 'I'his 
tempted one or tlwm to propose to Evans, who was by 
this time pretty well recovered, to go hack to the spot and 
strip the body, but the stewarc\ could Hoi be {<lUnd, and 
they concluded tbat the wild beasts bd ,'nti('ipkci their 
design. In the c\'ening Evans rt·tmneil, but without his 
c.ompanioll, who had been so inddent, Rnd adntl,c{'rl 
,-,illl such a ~low pace, O:at"the fOIll:H Wl1S obliged to 
Jc",'e him behind, As he was Hever seen afienYi'l'ds, 110 

(loubt can be entertained but that he 1iJ\f\'. ise fell a vic
til!! to the r,i,enous bus·.s. 'l'hese were so numerous 
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as to be seen in troops of twenty or more; and it was 
the common and effectual practice of the travellers to 
shout as lo.ud as possible to drive away those formidable 
animals. 

Having now arrived at a favorable spot for water and 
s!lclI-fish, they employed two days in collecting provisions 
for their future march, and in refreshing themselves, 
Rest and food had an astonishing effect in restoring not 
only the powers of the body, but of the mind; and ill a 
short tim{;; they thought themselves (lUalifietl to encoun
ter new fatigues. 

With extreme difficulty and danger they passed a 
large river, supposed to be the Sontag, on a catamaran, 
and having reached the opposite shore, they looked back 
with teror and amazement on their fortunate escape 
from being lllh-en out to sea by the rapidity of the 
"h'eam. Here they likewise found a kind of shell·fish 
whicb blll'ies itself in the sand, and which increased 
theil' supplies, 

'I'he united party, consisting of six persons, pursued 
their route over a desert country, where neither hut nor 
native was to be seen, and in six days. reached the 
Schwartz river, as they aftel'\vards learnell, on the 
banks of which they took up their abode for the night. 

'rhe country, at length, began to a~Sl1me a fertile and 
cultivated appearance, and some huts appeal'ed at a dis
tance ft'om the shore, '¥hile cOlltemplating with 
pleasure !;lis i~hange of prospect, the gras» near them 
il~,()k fire, aiHi spread with grf:.<'1t rapidity, They all used 
every effort to extinguish it, lest this involuntary mis
r!::d should provoke the resentment of the natives, or 
the blaze call them to the Gpot. 

Next mornin?; they swam over the river in safety, allli 
soon di5cOvet'ed another dear\ whale lying on the sea 
s!w;'e. Thlls supplied with food they purposE'!! resting 
!tel'e a few days, . if they could hav;, foullI! f~e~h water, 
but that neeessary at·tide '''':ll'.; wantin,!!, they cut up as 
much of the whale as they could earry, anti procf'cr\r'd 
on their route. In two hours jJ]f'.v ':;ll,lI' to a thicket, 
where they JIlet with 11·;,',>1', alHll;;,I'pd to rest. 

Next mornill~ filUl' of ihe party went b~,~" h the 
whale for a larger supply, De Lasso alld Fliz.,i: lr:i!'~ ;,':t 
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in charge of the fire. As Price was colle( tillg fucl, ]:(: 
perceived at a little distance, two men with ?llns, all!1 
beinG" intimidated at the sight, he returned hast!!y to the 

e . '1'1 fi,e, whither the welcome intruders pursucd IUlll. le,e 
men belonged to a Dutch settlement in the neighborhood, 
and were in search of some strayed cattle. One of them, 
named John Battores, supposed to be a Portuguese was 
able to converse with De Lasso, the Italian, so as to be 
understood, a circumstance as fortunate as it was little 
to be eXI:e~~ed. Battores having learned the ouaine of 
their meiancholy story, accompanied them to the whale, 
where their companions i". ere employed in cutting away 
the flesh. Affected at the sight of these miserable cu
jects, he desired them to throwa\'1ay what they had been I 
collecting, promising thcm better fare w\len they reach
ed the habitation to which he belonged. 

In vain shall we attempt to describe the sensations of 
the shipwrecked wanderers on receiving this intelligence, 
and that they wel'e within four hundred miles of ttc 
Cape. 'rhe joy that instantly filled every bosom produ
duced effects as various as extraol"llinal"y: one mall 
laughed, another wept, and the third dauced with 
transport. 

On reaching the house of Mynheer Christopher Ro~)s
tooff, to whom Battores was bailiff, they were treated 
with the kindest attention. The master, on bein;:; <:c
quainted with their distress, immediately ordered br('(~!t 
and milolc to be set before them; but acting rather on 
principles of humanity than prudence, he fumished 
them such a quantity that their weak stomaehs we,"," 
overloaded. After their meal, sacks were spread upon 
the g;round fOI' thcm to repose Oil. 

It had been so Ion; sincc they had known ally thjn~~ 
of the calculation of time, that they were unacquainted 
even \I-ith the nanIC of tlie month; and they wel'e 9,iven 
to understand, that the day of iheil' deliverance mlS Olt' 

~9th of 0ioycm::,pr; so that one huudred and seventeen 
da:.·" had revolved their l:1l7:mcholr how's since tI:er Wel'0 
shipwre(~·:ct! ; a pcriod of sUITering almost ullparalldell. 
and lilll·in.:; whid' they had often .been miraculous: \' 
preseneu. . 

II 
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Next morning Mynheer Roostooffkilled a sheep for the 
entertainment of his guests, and another Dutchman, of 
the name of Quin, came with a cart and six horses to 
cOllvey them towards the Cape. The hoy, Price, be
ing lame, from the hardships he had undergone, was 
detained at Roostooff's house, who kindly undertook his 
c:ure, and promised to send him after the others when 
he was recovered. '.rile rest of the party proceedec\ 
to Quin's house, where they were hospitably entertained 
t()ur days. 

Prom that time tl;ey were forwarded in cllrts, from 
·j!le settlement to another, till they an-ived at Swellen
dam, ahGut one hundred miles from the Cape. Wber
"ref they passed theS expp,riellced the humanity of 
ihe farmers, and their wants were relieved ,",ith a libe
ral ham'. 

At SwelJemlam they were detained till orders should 
!JC received from the governor at the Cape, in regard to 
ri;"ir future destiny, Holland and Great-Bdtain being at 
J.hat time at v, a:'. At length two of the party were or
Jered to be fonvarded to the Cape, in order to be exam
[ilul, .',hile the rest were to remain at Swellcndam. Ac
cordingly ~r ormington and Leary proceeded to the Cape, 
',v here, after being strictly interrogated, they were sent 
'c-11 board a Dutch man of war lying in the bay, with or
,/c;s that they ~lwuld be sd to work. While in this situ
<~tion, ·Wormington having discovered th~t the boatswain 
was c:;~a:'>;l't.2 Ll SOHle fraudulent p:'aetiees, imprudently 
: \l'e;:t\.',;ed b give in;';;·r;-;;"tion, on whkh the boatswaiil 
d'~''':l';m; him and his companion to step into a boat, con
,.'}('~1 t!;cm on Board a Dani6h East Indiaman, just get
(ing l!Edn WL'i~!:ll, and iJY illi., fortunate incident they fil'~t 
reached their Iiath-e liotl1d. 

But to return to the fate of the rest. Though the 
:blllCS of war v,"e,(; 1'2.111':n~ between. the two nations, the 
;]uteh government, at the ~ Cape, being informed of lhe 
partieu!m's of the I J~'; of t;w Gro:;,venor, with a human
ity Wllidl does them illfillite honor, de~patch(d a large 
party iiI quest of the unhappy wanderers. This detal1h
ment consisted of one hundred Europeans, and three 
hmured Hottentots, ?Uended by a g.'eat number of wag
.;;IE: eh;~!l drawn by ei:;ht lJUUocks. The command 
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,..-as given to- Captain l\Iuller, with orders if) pm:ccd, if 
pvssible, to the wreck, and load with such artick .. " ns 
might be saved, and to endeavor to dis coni' such 6f 
the sufferers as were still wandering about thc country, (1' 

in the hands of the natives. 
De Lasso and Evans accompanied this expe~li(ion as 

guides; but Hynes being still very weak was left at 
Swellendaui. The party was well provided "itll such 
articles as were most likQly to insUl'e thern a' favorable 
reception from the natives, and procure the liberty of 
the unfortunate persons they might find in their war· 
They proceeded with spirit and alacrity, till the Catfl'ees, 
in consequence of their antipathy to the colonist~, inter
rupted the expedition. In their progress they found 
Thomas Lewis, who had been abandoned by his com
panions, as before mentioned, and William Halterly who 
was servant to the second mate, and had continned 
with that party till he alone slJ.rvived. 'I'hus the fate 
of one division was ascertained. 

At other places on the road they met with seven 
lascars, and two black women, one of whom was ser
vant to 1\-lrs. Logie, and the o.ther to Mrs. Hosea. From 
these women they learned, that soon after Hyne's pnI'ty 
had left the captain and the ladies, they also tool;. sep
arate routes; the lath.'{· intending to join the lascars, bllt 
what became of them after this separation was Ull

known. 'I'hey, indeed, saw the captain's coat on one 
of the natives, but whether he died or was killed could 
never be discovered. 

After the enmity of the natives prevented tllf' pro
gress of the waggoDs, some of the party travelled for
ward fifteen days on horseback, in the prosecution of 
their plan, but t~e Caffrees still continuing to harass {hem, 
they were obhged to return, after an ab&ence of about 
three months. 

Captain Muller returned to Swellendam, with the 
three Englishmen, the sevenlascal's, and two black wo
men, the boy, Price, and t-he two guides, De- Lasso alHI 
Evans. 'I'he people of ~olor were detained at Swel
lendam; but the English were forwarded to the Cape, 
where, after being examined by the governor, tl10y 
were permitted to take their passage to Europe in 
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a Danish ship, the captain of which, promised to land 
lhcm in England; but, excepting Price, who was set on 
"hore at \Veymouth, they were all carried to Co
penhagen, from whence they at last found their way to 
EIl2;land. 

~3uch was the termination of the adventures of these 
unfortunate people; but the infjuiry conc~rning the fate 
tlf the captain amI his party was not dropped. Though 
it is probable that before the first Dutch expedition could 
have reached them, they had all paid the debt of nature; 
rumors had been spread that several of the English 
were sHll in captivity among the natives, and these ob
tained such general belief, that 1\L Vailant, whose phi
lanthropy equalled his genius and resolution, made an
other attempt to discover the reputed captives; but 
he could learn nothing decisive as to their situation or 
tinal fate. 

'1'he public mind, however, ccntinued still to be agitat
ed, and the interest which all nations took in the fate of 
the unhappy persons, particularly the women, some of 
whom it was reported had been seen, induced a second 
party of Dutch colonists, with the sanction of govern
ment, to make another effort to explore the country, 
:!11l1 to reach the wreck. 

'l'hese men, amply provided, ~et out on the 24th of 
August, 1793, from Kaffer Key l's River, towards Cape 
Natal, on the coast of which the Gro!!;venor was suppos
ed to have been wrecked. Of this expedition we have 
a joul'llal kept by Van Reenen, one of the party, amI 
published by Captain Riou.· It would not be generally 
intereltting to the reader to give the meagre details of 
distance travelled, and elephants killed; of danger en
countered, and rivers crossed; we shall, therefore con
fine ourselves to such incidents as appear to deserve no
tice, or are connected with the melancholy subject of 
our narrative. 

After proceeding an immense way, on the 3d of No
vember they arrived among the Hambonaas, a Jiation quite 
different from the Caffrees. They have a yellow com
plexion, and their long course hair is frizzled up in the 
form of a turban. Some of these people informed our 
adventurers, that, subject to tbem, there was a village .r 
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bastnrd Christians, descemled'fi'om people shipwreckell 
o.n the co.ast, o.f who.m three o.ld wo.men were still alive 
and married to a Hambonaa chief. 'This intelligence 1'OU8-

ed their curiosity and they were fo.rtunate enough to o.b
tain an interview with the o.ld women in question, who said 
t;ey were sisters, but having been shipwrecked when 
children, they could not say. to what nation they o.rigin
ally belonged. The Dutch adventurers o.ffered to take 
them amI their children back o.n their return, at which 
they seemed much pleased. It appears probable, t1wt 
the reports which had been spread, in regard to some 
European women being among the natives, originated 
f!'Om this circnmstance, and as the existence o.f any o.th
er white people in this quarter was neither kno'H~ no.' 
suspected, it was naturally concluded that they must 
have belo.nged to. the Grosvenor, 

1'he Dutch afterwards fell in with Trout, whose name 
has been mentioned in the preceeding narrative. He at 
first engaged to conduCt them to the spot \vhere the 
G!'Osvenrl' was wrecked, and informed them that noth
ing was then to. be seen, excepting some cannon, iron, 
ballast, and lead; adding, that all the unfortunate crew 
of that ship had perished, some, by the hands of the 
natives, and tl1'2 rest of hunger. 

Trout, who, it is to be feared, was guilty of. much du
plicity from the first, pretended that he was a fl'eeman, 
and had sailed in an English ship from lVIalacea; but find
ing himself likely to be detected, and probably apprehen
sive of being carried bark to tile Cape, he cautiously 
avoided the Dutch in the sequel, and left them to lind 
their way to the wreck in the best manner they were 
able. . 

As they were proceeding to the spot, one of the pa:'lj', 
Darned Houltshausen, unfortunately fell into a pit cf 
burnt stakes, by which he was terribly wnund~d in -th~ 
palm of one of his hands, which e,entu".Ey produeed a 
locked jaw, and terminated in his death. '1'; ;,'se ;-Jiis [~,'C 

uug by the natives, and heil1i\, covel'ed over \\ i:lt brand I,::; 
of trees amI grass, serve Li snares for the e.(:p~lant:o, 
which frequently fall into them, and are {lws taken. 

Several of the party, howe""r, proceeded on hmbt'
back to the I'.'i'td{, am! Lund nothing morc th~ll II ;lat 

HZ . 
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Trout had described remaining. It was plainly perceived 
that fires had been made in the vicinity, and on a rising 
ground, between two woods was a pit, where things had 
been buried and dug out again. This likewise tallied 
with the information of Tl'out, who told them that all the 
articles collected from the wreck, had been dispersed 
over the country, and'that most of them had been carried 
to Rio de In Goa, to be sold. That place was represent
ed to be about four days journey from the scene of the 
catastrophe. 

The natives in the neighbOl';lOod expressed great a,-
tonishment that the Dutch had been at such infinite pains 
to come in search of the unfortunate crew, and t'wy all 
promised that in case of any similal' disaster, they would 
protect such people as might be thrown upon the coast, 
if they could be assured of obtaining beads, copper, aDd 
iroh, for their trouble, which was liberally promised by 
the Dutch. 

These intrepid adventurers, who were now 437 Jeogues 
distant from the Cape, and 226 beyond any Ch~istian ha
bitation, finding that nothing farther was to be discovered 
relative to the wreck, or the fate of the persons who had 
reached the shore, determined to return, particularly as 
Houltshausen's illness increased. 

On their way back they called at the bastard Christian 
village, and would have taken under their protection the 
three old women, who seemed desirous of living among 
Christians, but they wished first to gather in their crops; 
adding, when that business was accomplished, their 
whole race-, to the" Dumber of four hundred, would be 
bappy to depart from their present settlement. Every 
indulgence was promised them in case they should be 
disposed to emigrate to the Cape. On seeing people of 
the same complexion as themselves they appeared to be 
exceedingly agitated, 

On their homeward journey the Dutch shot many 
elephants and sea-cows; but on the first of December 
they met with a terrible accident, while employed in 
cutting up the sea-cows killed the preceding day. " As 
we were thus engaged, (says the journalist,) a large 
elephant made up to the waggolls; we instantly pursued 
and attacked him, when, haVIng received several shot, 
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by which he twice fell, he crept into a very thick under
wood. 'l'hinking we had killed him, Tjaart Vander 
Valdt, Lodewyk Prins, and Ignatus .Mulder, advanced to 
the spot, when he rushed out furiously from the .thicket, 
and catching hold of Pl"ins with his trunk, trod him to 
death, driving one of his tusks through the body, and 
throwing it up into the air to the height of thirty teet. 

.. The others perceiving that there was no pos!>ibiiity 
of escaping on horseback, dismounted, and crept into 
the thicket to hide themselves. The elephant seeing 
nothing in view but O>1e of the horses, followed him for 
some time, and then turning about came b~ck to the 
spot where the dead man was left. At this instant our 
whole party renewed the attack, and after he had re
ceived several more wounds, again escaped into the 
thickest part of the wood. 

" We now supposed ourselves safe, but while we were 
digging a grave for our unfortunate companion, the 
elephant rushed out again, and drove us all from the 
place. Tjaart Vander Valdt got anothcr shot at him; 
a joint attack being commenced, he began to' stagger, 
and falling, the Hottentots despatched him as he lay on 
the ground." 

The rest of their journey afforded !ittle worth notice. 
In January, 1791, they reached their respective homes, 
after surmounting incredible difficulties, in an expedition 
to which they were prompted solely by a principle of 
humanity, and. the desire or'relieving, if any"cmained 
alive, such of our countrymen as might be among the 
natives. No intelligence of this kind could, however, 
after the most diligent inquirie~, be obtained. 'l'hey 
were, indeed, informed that the ship's cook had been 
alive about two years before the period of their journey, 
but that he then caught the small pox and died. 
. We cannot conclude tills mO~lrnful narrative better 

than with the sensible reflections of Captain Riou. 
" Had the party, (says he) that set out in search of 

these shipwrecked people, in ! 783, prosecuted their 
journey with the same degree of zeal and resolution that 
Van Reenen's party manifested, it is ·possible (hey might 
have discovered <md relieved some who have since per
ished. Yet, as they could not have ·arrived at the place 
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of the wl'eck in less than six months after the disaster 
happened, there is no great probability for supposing, 
that after such a length of time had elapsed, any great 
number of the unfortunate sufferers could be remaining 
alive. 

" But what we have most to regret is, that, perhaps, 
the faUure of the endeavors of the unfortunate crew to 
save their lives, was owing to their own !Jlisconduct. It 
is too often the case, that disorder and confusion are the 
consequences of exh"eme distress, and that despair seiz
ing on the unprincipled mind, hUI't"ies it on to a subver
"i.)J1 of all good order and discipline: so that at the mo
ment when the joint efforts of the whole are most ne
cessury for the general good, each desponding thoughtless 
member acts from the impulse of the moment, in what
ever m lnner his tumultuous feelings may direct; and 
from an erroneolls idea of self-interest, or, wonderful as 
it lIlay appear, f!'OIll a desire of gratifying a rebellious 
and turbulont spirit, at a time when it can be done with 
impunity, is always ready to overturn every plan that 
may be proposed by his superiors, and the considerate 
few that happen to be of the party. 

" Such must have been, and such we are indeed told 
was the situation of the crew of the Grosvenor subse
'Iuent to their shipwreck. 

"Though it may be said to be very easy to see er
rors when their consequences are apparent, it will not 
surely be-too much to assert, that when this ship's crew 
was once safely on shore, with the advantage of such 
articles as they could pl'Ocure from the wl'eck, their situa
tion, however deplorable, could not be consiflered as 
h"peless. For had a chosen body of ten or twenty men 
ma,·ched a few days to the northward, they must have 
fallen in with Rio de la Goa, where it seldom happens 
that thel"e is n',t a Freuch or Portuguese slave ship. But 
allowing Captain Coxson was much out of his reckoning; 
and that he supp06ed himself much. nearer to the Cape 
than he really was, they might then have existed on the 
sea coa~t, in Ill:!! clima!;, shcllered by huts, till I'eilliy to 
liet oul, [lIl'J by preservill~ 01'(1--1" and distiplimil, and con
duce)):,; tL:m"drc<; pro;lcrly in regilrd to (he natives. 
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they might gradually have· proceeded ill safety to the 
territories of the Dutch. 

" Had the crew continued under the orders of theil' 
officers, either of those objects might have been accom
plished, by men whose minds were not wholly resigned to 
despair; or tbey might have subsisted on what provision 
they could pick up from the 'Yreck, tsgether with what 
they could purchase from the natives, till a boat could 
have been constructed and sent to solicit assistance from 
the Cape. 

" 'l'hese rcflections have been extended by considering 
the circumstances in which the shipwrecked people were 
placed; from all which it may fairly be concluded, that 
the greater part might have effected a return to their na
tive land, had they been guided by any idea of the ad
vantages of discipline and subordination. 

" It is to be hoped, then, that the fatal ~onsequences 
attending disorderly conduct on these calamitous occa
sions, wiII impress on the minds of seamen this incon
trovertible truth, that their only hope of safety must de
pend upon obedience." 
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SHIPWRECK OF THE 

ENGLISH EAST-INDIAMAN, THE FATTYSALE:\I. 

On the Coa.st of Coromandel, August 28th, 1761. 

THE fJlIowing narrative of the. loss of the Fat
tysaJam is given in a letter from M. de Kearney, a cap
tain in Lally's regiment, who was taken prisoner by the 
Engii,;h, to the Count D'Estaing, Lieutenant-General, 
commanding the French troops in the East-Indies, durin~ 
the war of 1756. 

Some time after your departure from India, (says l\I. 
de Kerney,) I was taken prisoner by the English, at the 
battIe of Vandevachy, a small Fort between Madras and 
Pondicherry. My conquerors treated· me with the 
gt'eatest generosity, and even did all in their power to 
~a"e my effects. But I lost every thing I had taken with 
me for the campaign; the s8an oys plundered me without 
mercy. You are acquainted with that undiscl'plined mi
litia: th,ey do not comprehend that It is possible to treat 
as friends; that is, to spare as much as possible those 
who have been, and may again be their enemies. 

I slept one night in the English camp, and Colonel 
Calliot paid me the greatest attention. The next day I 
obtained permission to go on my parole to Pontlicherry, 
where I remained several months, and made every 
possible exertion to procure my exchange. When the 
place wa~ invested by the English, I was summoned, 
together with the other prisoners of war, to repair to 
Madras. I accordingly went to that place, where. I 
found almost two thirds of the officers of the king's 
army, taken on different occasions. I was, therefore, at 
Madras when the English, having made themselves mas
t~rs of Pontlicherry, resolved to seud all the French 
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Qfficers to England. I was, in consequence, directed to 
hold myself in readiness for embarking; Lord Pigott, the 
Gov. of Madras, kindly permitted me to choose the way 
by which I wished to be conveyed to England. I chose 
that of Bengal, on account of the good accommoda
tions which Lord Pigott had provided me on board 
the Hawk, and I shall neYel" forget the favors and 
civilities he conferred upon me. By this arrangement 
I hoped to alleviate the hardships and fatigues of my 
passage to Europe. 'I'he apprehensions arising 
from the prospect of such a long voyage, with up
wards of fifty prisoners of war, of all descriptions, 
confined within a lIarrow CC l:l pass, and suffering ma
ny inconveniencies; but, above all, the necessity to 
which, as I was informed, we should be reduced, of liv
ing seven or eight months on salt provisions, though 
the company had given orders to the contrary, induced 
me to take this step, as the safest under such circum
stances. It was however, the cause of aU my sub5e
quent misfortunes. 

'I'he Hawk, in which I was to be conveyed to Europe 
proceeded without me from Madras to Bengal, because 
I had not yet settled all my affairs. I was, therefore 
ordered to prepare to join her by the first opportunity 
that shoulll offer, amI \rhich could not be far distant in 
a seasonl}'ben vessels were sailing every week {or 
the gulf. • 

The fir;,t shIp that happened to depart was the Fat
tysalam, which had been built at Bombay and had nev
er been employed but in the India seas. She was in
tended to carry great part of 1::e stores taken by the 
English, and near 500 troops, which had been thought 
fit to send to Bengal, because after the reduction of Pon
dicherry, they were not wanted on that coast. 

In tllis unfortunate vessel I embarked on the 26th of 
August, 1761, and the same day set sail. . On the 28th 
hetwecn len and eleven in the morning the captain of 
the ship, in confitlencc, toLl Major Gordon, Ihe princi
pal officer of the troop:" that illere were seven feet water 
in the hold, that nothwith,tanding Ihe exertions cf Ihe 
lnell, the watel' j'ontinu(';i to gain upon them, nt:d thnt 
the ship could not li"e above twohoU!s longer. 
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,\Vhen the people had been nearly two hours employ
ed lightening the v'issel, by throwing every thing ovel'
board, I kepi a watchful eye upon the captain. I saw 
him speaking to the Major, with an air of consterna
tion, denoting the gt'eatest misfortune. I advanced tow
ards them amI asked in a whisper, in English, what was 
the matter. Major Gordon with a tremulous voice re
peated what he had just heard of the captain, Struck 
with the dreadful intelligence, but not deprived of the 
power of acting, I instantly formed my resolution, Cut
ting short all useless words, I only asked tIle captain. if 
we might not save ourselves by taking possession of the 
boat which was lad~ll with pigs, amI in tow astern of the 
vessel. He replied with the most dejected and discour
aging look, that this expedient would only cause us to 
sun'ive a few hours, those we should leave on board; 
wHi he did not think this measure practiaa:b~e among so 
many soldiers and sailors. ThisanswtJ: iUonvinced me, 
that the pusiJIanimous captain ha(f-no -resoUrce. J told 
him we would undertake_ .the ex.i~,ution of. tlle design, 
amI that, for his part, ,jJ.e--had only to observe two points, 
not to mention it.toolhers, and to follow ,,,hen he should 
see us in the fatal boat. He immediately left us. 'rhe 
major alJ.~l I being left togethel', con::ertell our escape 
from the vessel, which we executed in Jess than 
two minutes. He decended f!'Om the deck by a 
private IUllder, into the great cabin, to inform the 
otlicers of llis regiment, who mil);ht chance to be 
there, of Oul' design, for the moments wel'e too precious 
to go elswhere to seek them. For my pad, I called 
my servant, a trusty fellow, on whom I could depend. 
He hall been a sqldiel' in myeompany, and had likewise 
been taken prisoner; but I had obtailIed his liberty of 
Lord Pi~()tt. I toM him ill few. words OUl' inl';lltion. 

-. immediately shut the door, that the Jwople might 
not&e(\ us from the- forecastlc. As the ship, illOU~~h ve
ry large, had JIG 'ti,.U\,J'Y, I diloccied my !'C1Tant to i.!:<) (lilt 

at one of the ,d,Hlows of tlh~ eldJ!l1, a;)(! by means (If It 

rope he let lJi11T;elfdown inh the bod. .! hCld pr··d
o\iSl)' fuwi,,\Jcd ilhr. v.-iih my sword and a h;ttehd, Ol(\Pf

iug him to ~Iespaleh ,,-ith:)u:' i nercy all that uUelJ.[ltpd to 
g>'t inti) tlK' i.t0at, e)~<;cpt.illg lhey came from tlie sj'ot 
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where I was stationed to conduct our d-ec,ent. Every 
thing was executed in the best manner; this intelligent 
servant kept the boat for us till aU those whom it was 
intended to receive, had descended, and our little em
barl$:ation was effected with such succe8S and expedition 
that he was not under the necessity of making use of 
his weapons. As soon as the captain, who through hi~ 
irresolution had nearly lost the boat, had entered witb 
(the rest, the first thing we did was to cut the rope by 
which she was fastened to the vessel, and to push off, 
so that in a short time we had got a considerable 
distance. . 

We were now in an open boat, abandoned to the im~ 
pulse of the wind and waves, to the number of twenty-five 
persons, among whom were two young ladies, the wives 
of English officers, in Coote's regiment, aU badly ac
commodat~d, ilI~cIothed, and mixed higgledy piggledy 
with the hogS", Our 'Ji.l'st purpose was to make room, 
for which p~oGe:,we began to throw the pigs overboard; 
but a lucky reflectiQn of OI,Ie of the company, caused 
U$ to keep seVen, in order,~hat at all events, we might 
Mt be reduced to the horrible necessity of devouring 
-each other, which must have been .the' case without this 
wretched resource. Having thus cleared the boat a Iittlet 
lYe ,were obliged to attend to another poipt equally press
ing" Each of us took off his coat or waist-coat, to 
make a sail to our bark, and even the .Iadies W,el"e each 
obliged til give one of the petticoats they had on, which 
were only of muslin. All these fhings being joined and 
tied together, with our handkerchiefs torn into slips, 
formed a kind of sail, equally ·weak and awkward. 

While we were ~hus employed, the unfortunate crew 
kept making signAls that every thing was repaired, witb 
I). view to induce us to return. This arljfice was employ
ed by our wretched compal~iolls, in the hope of saving 
themselves 41, our boat. If we had been sl? weak as til 
'listen to our c'aptain, who fell L'Ito such an evident snare, 
we should have gone back,and a!! have perished togeth
er. "V~, howevm', took ~·()..re not to go llf'fll" t.hem, amI 
it was fortunate for us that ,\1'e Cd; fol'.:a few minut(:s 
afterwards the shi[l presented the most dlstressing spce-

I -
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tacle. She was no longer under governme..llt; some
times she drifted away, and at others she turned round 
like a whirlwind. Soon afterwards one of the masts 
went by the board; another followed, and th~ third went 
next. 'rhe ship was now a cheer·hulk, still floating at 
the will of the waves; but whieh appeared to be kept 
afloat only by the incessant exertions of the poor wretch
es, whose piercing cries filfed us with horror. A fog 
came on; we could no lODger distinguish the vessel, and 
she must in a short time have gone to the bottom. 

It is always by eOmtlanson, that we are fortunate or 
miserable. What great reason had we to thank Heaven 
lor having preserved us from the fate to which between 
five and six hundred personl' left on board were doom
eo? But what was the price of our escape 1 For 
what miseries reserved? And, how melancholy our 
situation! 

lu the open sea, in a crazy boat, which a single wave 
would have sent to the bottom, in the lJand of Provi
dence, without compass, or any other l'iggiug than our 
mUe sail, which required all our attention. 

We had not a drop of water, nor provisions of any 
kind. Constantly wet witll the waves whichentere4 
our boat, aTIlI continually employed in bailing the water, 
with which we were incessantly inundated; and, not
withstanding this fatiguing labor, were shivering with 
cold, because we had very few clothes to cover our
~dve~, and those few were thoroughly soaked. In this 
state we floated at the mercy 9f the waves seven days 
and seven nights. 

Our only Iloufisbment was a spoonful and a half of 
:J:~;'s blood, distributed to each every twenty· four hours; 
jOr in order to allow two spoonfuls, it was necessary to 
mix with it a little salt water; and never was any thing 
;nore exactly ~easured than this scanty pittance. Ma
ny of us, whose appetites amI stomachs were equally 
:i,;ood, eat the jiesh of the pigs quite raw, and we killed 
line each day, so that on the seventh we had nothing 
i ,{t. 1\Iy principal regale was the liver, or coagu
lated blood, whkh 1 only sucked, and then spit it 
·):It. My servant, our Imtc,her, always reserved thp.t 
i.1:1I·t for we. 
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SOOI1 after twelve o'clock of the seventh night, we 
thought we heard a noise, that at fil'~t appeared very 
strange, but which we afterwards JUGged to proceed from 
the dashinG" of breakers against the rocks, or agninsi 
some shor~. We floated between [car and joy, and im
patiently waited lor day-light. rrhat iig1lt, so ,!owin its 
approach, at length arrived, and every thing disappc::!red. 
Judge of the revolution produced in our minds and bo
dies by this vain hope destroyed, IlS sooh IlS conceived., 
It pJUliged us into ~uch profound conste;'liati011, that m'l 
should not have been Rble to be!).l' up ngaiIlst it, had 
not the hand of the Almighty speedily affo;'ded relief. 

About seven the same mornimr, one of the comp~riy 
cried out, "Land, or sOlnething'like it." V{ e no.v dh;" 
tinguished in the horizon a speck which our ardent desire 
to meet with land, actually cal.ised us to take for ~uch. 
Nature was once more animated by a ray of hope . 'We 
directed our course towards the point which appeared 
in the horizon, and at nine hegan to tiistinguish hills, hut 
saw no land till we were on the beach, because the 
shore is so extremely low. It is impcssible to describe 
the effect this cheering sight produced upon us. I wiI!, 
however, endeavor to give you some idea of it: "Vf" 
all immediately experienced a certain impression of joy, 
vigor of life, wi~ which our souls were pcnetrated, as a 
person is penetrated' by the Ileat, when after eridurinr; 
excessive cold, he comes to a good fire, whose genial 
influence re-animates his benumbed pqwers. We felt a 
delicious sensation of our feeble existence, and this sen
sation diffused through all our faculties, E..'emed to re
store us to new life. It is only those who have bee'n ill 
the same situatioit that can know the inexpressible en
joyment of a moment of which assuredly 110 other siiua-
tiol} in life can afford an idea. , 

The question now was how to disembar!L Here we 
were under some embarrassment; lor the smf ,-was very 
strong; and tI:e desert appearance of the coast, on which 
we discovered neither house, nor inhabitr.nts, no;' 
dzelinguis, (small boats, ~hich are used in the East-in
dies for embarking ,,;~nd going on shore), were a me: e 
convincing proof than the as,crtion of the pusillanimous 
c~ptail1, tbat no European beat had CHI' landed there. 
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A consultation was helll, in which it was resolved to 
make the attempt, to let those save themselves who could. 
This opinion sUpported by those who could swim, and 
particulariy by the captain, who even declared that he 
was sure of getting on shore safe, was too contrary to 
humanity to be adopted by good sense. It was the same 
as condemning those who unfortunately Were not famil
ial' with the water, anll in particular the two females, 
2.nd myself, who knew no more how to swim tha~ [hey, 
f,) almost inevila~)le death, at least, excepting the AI· 
nligl11y should work a ne'.v mimcJe in our behalf. I 
"eprob~tcd the measure, anu told the captain in a firm 
tout', that it should no! be executed as long ns I had 
hreath; that since part of the company were in the same 
predicament with myself, amI my servant, whose life 
',;,as <13 deal' to me as my own, it was their duty to steer 
tile boat in such a manner, that we might all get to land 
ill safety. I added, holding my sword drawn before 
him, that he should anslVer with his life, for that of eve
ry individual. 

At these words an English officer, of the name of 
Scott, a hot·headed man, and almost inclined to the 
most ,'iolent measures, exclaimed, "What! does a 
~illgle Fl'encilman, and prisoner of war, here pretend to 
g;ive law to IlS, and dare to call us bar~rians 1"-" Sir," 
:,;..itl J, caLnly, " Ollr common misiortune renders us all 
equal; I am free here as well as you, and repeat it at 
the ri3k of !ill the satisfaction that may be demanded of 
me when on shore, the eaptain shall answel' with his life, 
;~Jr I]w livcs (,; all our companions." 

'I'!](' captain bejng intimidated, ordere(l two Lascars, 
good swimmers, that had escaped with us, to place 
themselves beside me, and not to quit me till I .... as on 
"ilnre. He then went to the helm, ami managed so ski!· 
Ld!.\', or rathel' wilh such good fortune, that we ran 
:'70IH1(1 .Ii/hout any accident. In consequence, howev
'i", of a very natural impatience, twelve of our com pan
;()!!S, the momcnt the boat struck, leaped into the watel', 
ancl e..-en some of those who could swim nearly perished. 
'i'hey were besides separated from U~, the boat heing 
,]Jl"(J\nl by two waves into a river, which we djd not per
eeive till we had entered it. This river was. so rapid that 
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our boat was soon driven aground, and we thus had an 
opportunity of getting on shore, 

I wish I could describe this moment; but how ,hd': 
I trace it with all its circumstances, with the simplicity, 
the energy, the truth of nature, lVe scarcely felt the 
ground, when each occupied only with himself and the 
single sentiment of his own preservation, no longer 
thought of his companions, Our eyes sought only fresh 
water, and something to prolong our existence, We 
perceived a small lake, and we instantly ran to its banks, 
plunging overhead in the water like ducks, to allay a, 
dreadful thirst, a thirst of seven whole days, to which the 
heat of a burning fever bears no compl:U'ison, It would 
be necessary to have endured, for the same length of 
time, the devouring fire of thirst, of all human wanls the 
most insupportable, and the most pressing, to form any 
conception of ours, and our eagerness to appease it. In. 
such a situation, the sufferer would give for a glass of 
water, all U;,~ gold and all the diamonds of India; he 
would.give the world. From this you may judge of oui' 
protracteli SUfferH]g~, our transports on the banks of the 
lake, and the delight we experienced. Having drank 
OUl' fill, we began some to eat the grass, and others the 
shell-fish, which fortunately happened to be on the spot' 
where wt: landed, ·amI. du.ring forty-eight hours. we had. 
no otlle,' nOllrishment 

We now began to be distressed' at our separation into. 
two pCll'iies. We endeavored to join each other again, 
but being prevented by the depth of the torrent thut 
separated us., each company began to march towards 
the interior of Ihecounh'Y, in quest of some hahitntion. 
The country belonged to the dominions of the Rajah of 
Al'sapoUl', situated near the mouth of the Ganges, We 
had not advancl;1d far, when a snare was I~id for us bv 
the natives, that they might the more easily get us int~ 
their power. Two fishermen by whom we had been 
discov.ered, were directed· to tell us to remain where\\'" 
were. They assured us that the sovereign of the place 
was illfurmed of our arriyul ia his dominiol!s, that he 
WitS acquainted with our'disl!ster, amI our U1d;Jr[un~\~", 
~!t~ation, and that being r: prin,ce of a benevoltent d:!'po
~tlon he would very soon send us rt:Hef of c'\"( nr ki\l{~ 

12. . 
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A few hours afterwards a quantity of rice and hQg's lard 
was actually brought us, with the Rajah's compliment.s, 
and a promise that the following day we should be shel

'tered from the inclemency of the air, and particulal'ly 
the night dews, which was very dauget·ous in that cli
mate. 'I'his promise they punclually performed, for the 
next day people came io fetch U3, but it was fOl,the pur
pose of conducting us to a small island, to be l{ept as 
prisol!ers. Each of the two divisions was conducted by 
a tii!i'erent route, and we Imew 1I0t what had become of 
the othel" 'I'here we remained seven weeks, having no 
utileI' nourishment than black rice, on paying for it, amI 
twice a week detestible salt-fibh; and to procure even 
this we were obliged to sell every thing we had about us. 
,Ve, however, found means to tame two blacks, to 
\·;hose·care v;e were consigned, and to procure of them 
some indulgenc.ies. OJle of our ladies, :Mrs. Tait, a na
tive o/' Ireland, who had a good Yoke, sung them some 
English songs, to which thcyJistened ,~ith g .at pblsure, 
though they undcrstood not a word of them. 'l'his com
plaisance obtained us from time to time some fruits and 
other refreshments. The water we had to drink ,vas so 
unwholesome, that out of the two companies thirteen 
ilied, and the twelve surv.ivors were all attae,ked wilh 
li.·lers or dropsies, and werc either livid or yellow, 
and so uisfigured, that 110 one would have taken us for 
Europear;s. 

But as no distress is so great as to Ilerrive men of all 
hope or the power of relieving; themselves fWIll it, so 
O:U' attention was inces~antly directed towards the means 
,)f escaping from our island. '.rhe two lascars who "'ere 
i,1 OUl' COmi);'.llY, appeared likely to aid us in the dfsign. 
P/;th a pencil, which one of the ladies chanced to have 
:.;!e:3erI'2t.I, ,\"e wrote a note to Barasole, where the Eng
,~h h;tH~ G small factory. 'l'his we prevailed upon the 
tascal's to take, promising them a considerable sum of 
money, if we should be released from captivity, aud on 
v:!l' arrh'al at the first European sdtJement. The lascars 
"umplied with our de~ire, and llolwith"tunding the diffi
l'alLies of the journey, t1H':' set off. They were obliged 
,',) ~wi.m across three or fO'Ji' very large .rivet's, and al
\\"iYS to tra .... d in rhe niijht, to prevent b('ing discovered 



LOSS OF THE FATTY5ALA;\l. 10.3 

by the natives. Having escaped many dl'.ngel's by their 
dexterity, or surmounted them hy their boltlncss and 
pcrseverance, they at length arrived at Cattack the resi
dence of a Rajah, or chief of the l\'Iahr"tt<!3. On their 
arrival at that pkce they were carried before the Rajab, 
and heing interrogated respecting theil' business there, 
they gave an account of our shipwreck, the maImer in 
which we had escaped, the distre!ises we had since expe· 
I'ienced, and our confinement by the Rajah of Arsapoul'. 
They did not forget to add that ''Ie had withlls two young 
white women, and that the men were people of conse
quence. The 1\1ahl'atla chief then inquirt,tl if the men 
were proper fOI' soldies; likewise asked whether the wo
men were very fair, and handsome enough for his se
raglio. The lascm's having satisfied him relative to these 
particulars, the Rajah immediately sent for the son of 
the Rajah of Arsapour, who was then his hostage, and 
ordered him to write to his father, to send off to Cat· 
tack immediately on receipt of his letter, the Europcans, 
hoth men and women, whom he h:ld, for two months, 
kept prisoners in an island. Conformably to the policy 
of all the petty sovereigns of India, he likewise took 
care to order that we might be sent by tll e worst and least 
frequented roads, to conceal us as much as possible fl'Gm 
the sight of the natives. The order for our departure 
having been separately to the two parties, we set off with 
our guides, and had proceedeil s·ome hours, when we 
met. We hall been rhrted two months, ami during this 
interval had received no tidings of each othcr; you may 
thel'efOl:e conceive how great our joy on seeing one an
other again. "\Ve mutually learned the death of those of 
our companions, which each party had lost; ami ~kele" 
tons, walking spectres, that could sca;"cely walk, con
gratulated each oiher on being still al;vc. 

'rhe distance to Cattack was fourteen days' journey; 
this wc travelled on foot, and alnJ()st without shoes. 
Our journeys were very short, because we were all ill" 
;>.utl exhausted with fatigue; lJ('sides, our WJY led almost 
continually through marshes, up to our ,mists in mud. 
We had several large rivers to cross, in the pa~sagl'o.f 
which tho~c who couid swim assisted the others. 'I1rlC 
tW::l young EngJifll W·~i!:.;cn) who CCl't2j;,lJr were not DJnr:. 
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cd for such hardships, were in a most deploraule COIl

clition, and the sufferings of these poor creatures seemed 
to aggravate OUf own distresses. One of them, l\lrs. 
N elson, died foul' days before we reached Cattaek but the 
other, though three months advanced in her pregnancy, 
was sa fortunate as to arl'ive at that place in safety. 

Although exhausted with fatigue at the end of each 
day's j()urney, we were obliged to pass the night under 
trees, because the people of the country would not per
mit us to set foot in their houses, the exel'cise of hospi
tality towards Elli'opeans being prohibited by their reli
gion. "Ve, at length, arrived at Cattack, but some sev
eral days before the others. There we learned thai the 
English had a factory in the place and rcpaired thither 
immediately; but we found only some seapoys in the 
Company's pay, '~md not a single European. The sea
poys received LIS with great kindues~;, aJld moved by our 
situation, they first went to the bazar, or market, to pro
cure us sOJUe bread. This we grel'dily devoured, drink
ing water, which they gave us, and thus made a delicious 
repast. ViT e congratulated one another on finding our
sel",('9 under a roof, and sheltered from the inclemency 
of the air; we then lay down and slept. We e~pected 
the next day that the Mahalla chief would send some 
orders relative to us, hvt lie was then on a tour In thl) 
country. His minister toot{ no notice of us, and allowed 
us nothing to suhsist upon. ~he seapoys, there/ore, con" 
tinned to maintain us ill the best lilannel' tlmy were able. 

During OUl' journey from tbe island ill which we had 
been confined to CaUack, the two lascars who had effed
ed our release, and had concealed from the Mahratta 
ch;rf the commission with which they were intrusted by 
us, proceeded on their route, and arrived at Barrasole, 
where they acquainted the English with our situation. 
'l'hey then went to Calcutta, and called upon Mr. Van 
Sittart, the English GQvernor of Bengal. The Governor 
lost no time in sending us relief; but, on account of the 
distance, we did not receive it till twenty or twenty-five 
clays after our al'rival at Cattaek. He used all his inllu
{"\~C with the l\-lahraUas to obtain our liberty, but as 
1,wy were not, at that lime, on vel'y gOQd terms with the 
Do nT~.nJ I they refused to gr<:ot tllis favel' to merchants. 
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It was, therefore, necessary that Colonel Coote, the 
conqueror of India, shoulll demand our release, which 
he obtained without difficulty. 

Our Company was soon anxious to repair to Barrasole, 
at the distance of six days journey. As for me and my 
faithful servant WP. did not wait for the general order to 
depart, but set off before the rest. I had found at Cat· 
tack an European, a native of Russia, ~vho 4flad been a 
gunnel' in lVI. de Bussy's army, amI was n~w all a:·tillery 
officer in the service of the l\Iahrattas. As he under-
5tood and could speak the French l!~llguage, I endeavor
e.J, without informing him who I was, to learll his senti
ments relative to 1\1. de Bussy. He assUI'ed me that it 
was he who had given the Asiatics the highest idea of the 
Europeans, that he should regret him all his life, and 
should never cease to adore him; these were his ex
pressions. On this I told him I was a Frenchman, and 
prisoner of war to tIle English; ihat I had with me a 
servant, to whom I was strongly attached, and that I 
was desirous of leaving Ca1tack as speedily as possible. 
He repiied that he would procure me permission to Icave 
the place, provided the others should know nothing of 
the matter till th_e moment of our departure. I kept the 
secret, and he actually obtained a kind of permission 
for me and my servant. I immediately hired two 
dooleys, a kind of hand-barrow carried by men. '1'0 
pay for these and to support us on our journey, I sold my 
~tock-buckle aUlI sleeve-buttons, the only things I had 
left. I then tl)ok leave of my companions, frankly in
formiNg them how and by what means I had obtained 
permission to depart, that they might employ the same 
method. 

Our journey to Barrasole had nearly proved fatal to us i 
being twice attncked by tigers, and had the pain ~o see a 
Moor that had been vcry serviceable to us several timcs, 
in our distress, canicd off at the Ilis~nce of a few paces 
from us, by one of these cmel animals. 'l'he same 
tiger, after dispatching the unfortunate man, came again 
out of the wood, and gazQli on us with a Illost terrible 
look, but keeping close together, OUl' firmness, and the 
noisc wc ID_ade, obliged him to retire. 
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On my arrival at Bal'rasole, I met with some :english, 
men going to embark for Bengal. 'riley proposed to 
to me to accompany them. I had scarcely time to dl'ink 
a glass, and went on board. 

We were six or seven days in reaching Calcutta, if 
being so very difficult to ascclld the Ganges, and ",el'e 

ag::in near peris~ing in this short iH\"~a'1;p, where you 
meet with ~el(S upon rocks, and dangers upon rlangers. 
'When we had arrived at Goupil, I saw several of the 
East-India Company's ships, and begged the English to 
let me go on board ,me of them. 'rhey perceived that 
both mysr!f and my servant were sick, exhausted, and 
in want of every thing; therefore, at the expense of two 
rupees, a!} the money J had left, I procured a boat to 
carry me on board the Plassy', commanded by Captain 
Wart!. 'When I hau got on board this ship, I imagined 
my hardships at an end, and every thing was almost 
fn ".:') ([en. The fil'sf person I.spoke to W1l3 JUl'. 'Vhite, 
a capbin of the Company's troops. He took my ser
vant and me for two soldiers who had been robbed; our 
figlil"e and dress, equally worthy of pity, announced the 
most misCl'able condition. 'l'his generous Englishman, 
addressing himself to me, said, in his own. language ;
" Poor soldier! you are badly equipped. ·Who are you, 
nnrl whence UO YOll come 1" I replied in English, "you 
are right, I am a soldier, and my servant there is one 
likewise; we think ourselves very fortunate in being still 
in existence." I added, that I was one out of twelve 
who hau escaped from the ship Fattysalam, which had 
been lost, together with the crew, on the coast of Coro· 
mandel; that I was indebteu for my life, in the first 
place, to my soldiers' courage, anu in the next, to the 
exertiens of my servant, whom he saw overwhelmed 
with disease, and unable to . stand ; and concluded with 
telling him my name and rank. Mr. 'Vhite immediately 
went to hi,] cabin, and brought me a change of clothes 
from head to foot, of which I certainly stood in great 
need, for I had for ten weeks worn the same shirt, all iiI 
tatters; my servant only dipped it from time to time in 
water, to ease Inf' a little. The paor fellow, who was 
ql.;ite naked, was Iil{ewise supplieu with cIoillci' Mr 
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White then presented me with some chocolate andsome
thing to eat; but I was so weak that the smell only of 
the chocolate had nearly made me faint, and I could 
not eat any thing. I drank some tea, and that was alII 
could get down. I received a thousand Qther civilities 
from this worthy man, and the captain shewed me equal 
ldndness. When I had changed my things and taken 
my tea, those -gentlemen proposed to me to go up the 
Ganges to Calcutta with them, in a vessel that was just 
going to set off. I consented, but not without great re
gret, at being Qbliged to leave behind me in the vessel 

-my faithful companion, who was attacked- with a violent 
fever. However, as there was no other alternative, and 
as the kindness of those gentlemen, both to him and to. 
me, rendered me easy with regard to his fate, I left him, 
but I)ot without great reluctance. He died soon after
wards in the English hospital at Calcutta. 

We arrived at that place the next day. I went to the 
governor, MI'. Van Sittart, who received me with great 
humanity, and assigned me, as a prisoner of war, 120 
rupees per month for my suhsistence. I was in great 
want, and he did not make me any advance. I had re
eourse to my benefactor, Mr. White, who lent me 300 
I'upees, which I expended in the purchase of linen and 
clothes. I was two months without dl'awing the allow
ance assigned me by the governor. I was about tQ 
receive it., when I suddenly received an order to 
embark in the Hawk, which was stit! on the coast. 
I was sick, and had no linen made up, nor any thing 
necessary to sct out on so long a voyage. I was, how
ever, pressed to set off. Colollel Coote had (he kind
ness to defer my departUl'e, and the Hawk sailed without 
me. I therefore had time to equip myself. I flaltered 
myself that 1\'11'. Van BiHart, to whom, in the quality of 
an officer of the king's etRt-major and -captain of his 
forces, I offered the necessary securities, or bills of px
change on the Fl'cnch East-India Company, would ad
vance me a sum to [lay the debts which my situation 
had ohli;;ctl me tll e":lh'act: but ia this hope I found 
myself ~jstaken. I Ifl~'ltioned this subjcct shortly 
before my departure to Colonel Coote, -who sent me 
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300 rupees. The governor hearing of it, likewise trans
mitted me 400. This was all I received from bim, and 
I could not help receiving tbis scanty relief, tbat I might 
leave no debts bebiwl me. 

On tbe 2d of .February, I left Calcutta and returned to 
Goupil, on the Ganges, wbere I embarked in tbe Hol
derriesse, cOqlmanded by Captain Brooke. I was receiv
ed with great kindness by the captain, who had on bowd 
.thirteen or fourteen other French officers, prisoners Ijk~ 
myself.· The ship arrived without accident, and after 
a month's residence at London, I was permitted. to UJ' 
.turn to France. 
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THE LOSS OF 

HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP LITCHFIELD, 

OJ Fifty Guns, on the Coast of Barbary, Nov. 30, 1758. 

(By Lieutenailt Southerland.) 

THE Litchfickl, Captain Barton, left Ireland on 
the lIth of November, 17 [) 8, in company with several 
other men of war and- tl'ansports, under the command of 
Commodore Keppel, intended for the reductiun of 
Goree. The voyage was prosperous till the 29th, when 
at eight in the .evening I took charge of the watch, and 
the weather turned out very Sf-/ually, with rain. At nine 
it was extremely dark, with much lightning, the wind 
varying from S. W. to W. N. W. At half past nine, had 
a very hard squall. Captain Barton ,came upon deck 
and staid till ten; and then left orders to keep sight of 
tbeCommodore, and make what sail the weather would 
permit. At eleven saw the Commodore bearing south, 
but thc squalls coming on so heavy, we were obliged to 
hand the main top-sail, and at twelve o'clock, were under 
our courses. 

November 30th, &t one in the morning, I left the deck 
in charge of the first lieutenant; the light, which we' took 
to be the COllllllodore's, right ahead, bearing S. wind 
W. 'S. W. blowing very hanl At six in the moming I 
was m ... aked by a gl'eat shock, and a confused noise of 
the me: on deck. I ran up, thinl,ing some ship had 
Hill foul of Ufl, fOl' hy my own reckoning, and that of 
e1"cry other person in the shin" we were at least 3f) leagues 
distant from land; but, before I could reach the £1:lal'l(>[-, 
deck, the ship gave a great stroke upon the ground, and 
the sea broke oyer her. Just after this 1 could perceive 

K 
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the land rocky, rug~ed, and uneven, ahout two cable's 
length from IlS. 'l'he ship lying with her broadside to 
windward, the masts soon went overboard, carrying 
some men with them. It is impossible for any but a 
sufferer to feel our distress at this time; the masts, 
yards, and sails hanging alon'g side in a confused heap; 
the ship beating violently upon the rocks; the waves 
{:;urling up to an incredible height, then dashing down 
l',ith such force as if they would immediately have split 
1he ship to pieces, which we, indeed, every moment 
expected. Having a little recovered from our confusil)n, 
we saw it necessary to get every tlling we could over to 
the larboard side, to prevent the ship from heelin~ off, 
and exposing the deck to the sea. Some of the people 
were very earnest to get the boats out contrary to ad
vice; and, after much intreaty, notwithstanding a most 
tet'tible sea, one of the boats was launched, and eight of 
the best men jumped into her, but she had scarcely got 
10 the ship's stern when she was whirled to the bottom, 
and every soul in hel' perished. The rest of the boats 
were soon washed to pieces on the deck. 'Ve then 
made a raft with the davit, c~pstan-bars, anfl some 
boards, and waited with resignation for providence to 
assist us. The ship soon filled with water, so that we 
had no time to get any provision up; the quarter-deck 
and poop were now the only places we could stand upon 
with security, the waves being mostly spent by the time 
they reached us, owing to their' breaking over the fore 
part of the ship. 

At four in the afternoon, perceiving the sea to be much 
abated, one of our people attempted to swim, and got. 
safe on shore. There were numbers of Moors upon ilie 
rocks ready to take hold 01 anyone, and beckoned 
much for us to come ashore, which, at first, we took 
fur kindness, but they soon undeceived us, for they had 
not the humanity to assist any that was entirely naked, 
but would fiy to those who had any thing about them, 
and strip them before they were quite out of the wah-;, 
wrangling.among themselves about the plunder; in the 
mean time the poor wretches were left to crawl up the 
rocks if they were able, if not, they perished uUl'egard
···d. The second lieutenant and D1y:>elf, with about 
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sixty-five others, got ashore before dark, but were left 
exposed to the weather on the cold sand. To preservlt 
ourselves from perishing of cold, we were obligeu. to go 
down to the shore, and to bring up pieces of lhe wreck 
to make a fire. While thus employe II.,. if we happened 
to pick up a shirt or handkerchief, alld did not give it to 
the Moors at the first demand, the next thing was a dag
ger presented to our breasts. 

They allowed us a piece of an old sail, which they 
did not think worth carrying off: with this we made two 

. tents, and crowded ourselves into them, sitting between 
one another's legs to preserve warmth, and make room. 
In this uneasy situation, continually bewailing our misery, 
and that of our poor shipmates on the wreck, we passed 
a most tedious night, without so much as a drop of water 
to refresh ourselves, excepting what we caught through 
our suil-c1oth covering. 

November 30th, at six in the morning, went down 
with a number of our men upon the rocks, to aSsist our 
shipmatt's in coming ashore, Hnrl found the ship had been 
greatly shattered in the night. It being now low water, 
many attempted to swim ashore; some arrived, but 
others perished. 'l'he people on board got the raft into 
the wllter, and about fifteen men placed themselves upon 
it. They had no sO .. mer put off from the wreck, than it 
overturned; most of them recovered again, but scarcely 
were they on, before it was a second time over1urned. 
Only three or four got hold of it again, and all the rest 
periiShed. In the mean time, a good swimmer. brought 
,,:ith much difficulty a rop~, which I had the good f0r
tune to catch hold of, just when he was (Iuite spent, and 
had thoughts of quiting it. Some people coming to my 
assistance, we pulled a large rope ashore with that, and 
made it fast round a rock. We found this gave great 
spirits to the poor souls upon the wreck; for, it being 
hauled taught from the uJilper part of the stern, made lin 
easy decent to any who had art enough to wall, or slide 
upoll a rope, with a smaller rope fixed above to hold by. 
This was the means of saving a number of lives, though 
many wel'ewashed off by the impetuous surl~ and per
ished. The flood coming on, raised the surf, and pre
vented any more from coming at that time, so that the 



112 LOSS OF THE LITCHFIELD'. 

ropes could be of no further use. We then retired from 
!he rocks ; and hunger prevailing, we set about broiling 
some of the drowned turkeys, &.c. which, with some 
flour mixed into a paste, and baked upon the coals, con
stituted our first meal upon this barbarous coast. We 
found a well of fresh water about half a mile off, which 
very much refre!!ihed us. But we had scarcely finished 
this coarse repast, when the Moors, who were now 
grown numerous, drove us all down to the rocks to bring 
'up empty iron bound casks, pieces of the wreck which 
had the most iron about them, and other articles. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon we made another 
meal on the drowned poultry, and finding that this was 
the best provision we were· likely to have, some were 
ol'llered to save all they could find, others to raise a 
larger tent, and the rest sent down to the rocks to look 
for people coming ashore. The surf greatly increasing 
with the flood, and breaking upon the fore part of the 
ship, she was divided into three parts; the fore part 
turned keel up, the middle part soon dashed into a thou
sand pieces; the fore part of the poop likewise fell at this 
time, and about thirty men with it, eight of whom got 
ashore with our help, but so bruised, that we despaired 
of their recovery. Nothing but the after-part of the 
poop now remained above water, and a very small part 
of the other decks, on which our captain, and about ]30 
more remained, expecting every wave to be their last. 
Every shock threw some off; few or none of whom 
came on shore alive. During thi" distress, the Moors 
laughell uncommonly, and seemed milch diverted, 
when a wave, -larger than usual, threatened the 
destrnction of the POOl' wretches on the wreck. Be
tween four and five o'clock the sea was much decreased 
with the ebb: the rope being still secure, the people 
began to venture upon it; some tumbled off and perish
ed, but others reached the shore in safety. 

About five, we beck(lned as much a possible for the 
c.1ptain to come upon the rope, as this seemed to be as 
good an opportunity as any we had seen; and many 
al'rive(l in saf;ty with our assistance. Some told us that 
the captain was determined to stay till all the wen had 
quitted the wreck; however, we still c.olltinued to beck-
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on for him, and before it was dark,. saw bim. come upon 
the rope. He was closely followed by a good ~~le sea
man, who did all he. could to keep. up his spmls and 
assist him in wl,lrping. As he coqld not swim, and had 
been so many hours without refreshment, with the surf 
hurJ.ing him violently along, he was unable to resist the 
forc~ qf the waves, had lost his hold of the great rope, 
and must inevitably . have perished, had not a wave 

_ thrown him with~n the reach of our ropes, which· he 
had barely sufficient sense to catch hold of. We [lulled 
Him up, and after resting a short time on the rocks, he 
came to himself, and walked up to the tent, desiring us 
to cOl).tinue to assist the rest of the people in coming on 
shore. _. The ·vlIlains, the Moors, would have stripped 
him, thqugh he had nothing on but a plain waistcoat amI 
breeches, if we bad not p'lucked up ,a iittIe spirit and 
opposed them; upon which they' thought proper to desist . 

. ~he people continued to come ashore. though many 
_perished in the attempt. The Moors, at length,. grow ... 
ing fire<J with waiting for so little pluilder, 1-vo'tlld not 
suffer us to remain on the rocks, but drove us all away. 
I then, with the cllptain's IWprooatj'on, we'ht,. and by 
signs ·made humble supplication to the bashaw, w'ho was 
in the tent ·dividjng the valuable. plunder. He under
stood us at last, and gave us permission to go down, at 
the same time sending some Moors with us. We carried. 
fire-brands down to let the poor souls on the wrecl{ see 
that we were still there iI) readiness to assist them.
Abont nine at night finding that no more men would ven
ture, upon the rope, as the surf was again gr~tly increas
ed, we retire,d to the tent, leaving by the account of the 
last man that arrived, between thirty and forty souls up
on the wreck. We now thought of stowing every .body 
in the ten/;, and began by fixing the captain. in. the mid
dle. Then made every mafi lie dOlVn on his -side, 
as we could not afford them each It breadth;. but, aftei' 
all, many took easier lodgings in empty casks. . 

The next-morning the Wett'lCr was moderate and fair. 
We found the wreck all i~ieces on the rocks, and the 
shore -eovere~ with. lumber. . The peopl~ upon: the 
wr~k. all penshed about one III the mornmg. Inthe 
afternoon we called a muster, and fqund themimber -of 

~2 . 
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the survivors to be 220; so that 130 perished on this 
melancholy occasion. 

On the 2d of December, the weather still continuc(l 
moderate. We subsiste,d entirely G11 the drowned stock, 
and a little pork to relish it, and the flour made into 
cakes; ali of which we issued regularly and sparingly, 
being ignorant whether the Moors would furnish us with 
any thing, they being still very troublesome, and even 
wanting to rob us of the canvas which covel'ed our tent. 
At two in the afternoon a black servant arrived, sent by 
1\11'. Butler, a Dane, factor to the American. Company 
at Saffy, a town at the distance of about thirty miles, to 
inquire into our condition and to offer us assistance. 
'.file man having brought pens, ink and paper, the cap
t<iin sent back a letter by him, Finding there was 
one who offered us help, it greatly refreshed our affiicted 
hearts. 

In the afternoon of the following day, we received a 
letter from 1\11', Butler, with soine bread, and a few oth
er necessaries. On the It..th, the people were employed 
in picking iIp pieces of sails, and whatever else the 
:VIoor;; would permit them, "\\T e divided the crew into 
messes, and served the necessaries we received the pre
ceding day. 'I'hey had bread, and the flesh of the 
drormed stock, In the afternoon we received another 
letter'from Mr, Butler, and one at the same time from 
Mr. Andrews, an Idsh gentleman, a merchant atSaffy, 
'The Moors were not so troublesome now as before, 
most of them going off willi what they had got. 

On the 5th the drowned stock was entil'ely cOJ;lsumed, 
"nd at low water the people were employed in collecting 
muscles. At ten in the morning, MI', Andrewsarrived, 
bringing a French surgeon with medicines and plaisters, 
of which, some of the men who had been dreadfully 
bl'Uised, stood in great need. '1'he following day, we 
served out one of the blankets of the country to every 
two men, and pampooses, a kind of slippers, to those 
who Here in most want of them, These supplies were 
like1"ise brought us by Mr. Andrews, The people were 
oow ('vliged to live upon muscles and bread, the Moors, 
who promised us 8.' supply of cattle, having ueceivedus, 
and never l'etl.U'ned, • . 
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The people on the 7th were still employed in collect
ing muscles and limpets. The.Moors began to be, a litHe 
civil to us, for fear the emperor should punish them for 
their crueLtreatment to us. In the afternoon, a messen
ger arrived from the emperor at Sallee, with general orders 
to the people to supply us with provisions. They ac
'cordingly brought us some lean bullocks and sheep whicla 
Mr. ,:Andrews purcbased for us; but at this time we had 
no pots to make broth, in, and the cattle were scarcely·· 
fit for any thing else. . 

In the morl).ing of the 10th, we made preparations for 
marching to Morocco, the emperor having sent orders 
for that purpose, and camels to carry the lame and the 
necessaries. At nine, set, off with about thirty camels, 
having got all our liquor with us, divided into hogsheads, 
for the convenience of carriage on the,canle\s. At noon, 
joined the crews of one of the transports and a bomb
tender, that had been wrecked about three leagues to , 
·the northwal'd of us. We were then all mounted upon 
camels, excepting the captain, who was furnished with 
a horse .... W e never stopped till seven in tlIe evening, 
when they procured us two tents oIlly, which would not 
,contain one third of the. men, so that most of them lay 
exposed to the dew, which was very heavy, and ex
tremely cold. We found our whole numher to be 
338, including officers, men, boys, and three women 
and a child-which one of the women brought ashore iu 
ber teeth. 

On the lIth continued oqr journey, attended by a' 
number of Moors 011 hOl'seback. At six in the even
ing we came to our resting-place for that night, and 
were furnished with tents sufficie»t to cover all out 

• men. 
At five in the morning of the 12th; we set out as be

fore, and, at two in the afternoon, saw the emperor's 
cavalcade at a distance. At three, a relation of the em
peror's, named Muli Adrix, came to us, and toll1 the 
captain it was the- emperor's orders, he should that in
stant write a letter to 0utgovernor at Gibraltar, to send 
to his Britannic, majesty to Jnquire whether he, :would 
~ettle a peace with him or IlOt. " Captain Barton' ftiune
(ljateJy satdo.wn uponthegras~ and wrote a letter, 
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which, being given to Muli Adrix, he went and joined 
the emperor again. At six in the evening came to our 
resting-place for the night, and were well furnisOOd with 
tents, but very little provisions. 

We were, the following day, desired to continue on 
the same spot, till the men were refreshed, and this re
pose they greatly needed, and we received a better sup
ply of provisions. That morning, Lieutel1ant Harrison 
commanding the soldiers belonging to Lord Forbes' re
giment, died suddenly in the tent. In the evening, while 
employed with his interment, the. inhuman Moors dis, 
turbed us by throwing stones and mocking us. The 
next day we found that they had opened the grave and 
stripped the body. 

On the] 6th, we continued our journey, came to our 
resting-place at foUl' in the afternoon, pitched the tents, 
and served out the provisions. Here onr people were 
ill-treated by some of the country Moors. 1\s they 
were taking water from a brook, tIle Moors would al.
ways spit into the vessel before they would suffer them 
to take it away. Upon this some of us went down to 
inquire into the affair, but were immediately saluted 
with a shower Qf stones. We ran in upon them, beat 
some of them pretty soundly, put them tQ flight, and 
brought away one who thought to defeml himself with 
a long knife. 'I'his fellow was severely punished by 
the officer who had the charge of conducting us. 

The two succeeding days continued our journey, alJl', 
at three in the afternoon of the 18th, arrived at the city 
of Morocco, without having seen a singh~ habitation 
during the whole journey. Here we were insulted by 
the rabble and, at five, were carried before the empe
ror, surrounded by five or six hundred of his guard~. 
He was on horseback before the gate of his palace, that 
being the place where he distributes. justice to his peo
ple. He told Captain Barto~, by an interpreter, that 
he was neither at peace nor war with England,. and he 
would detain us till an al1lbas;ador arrived fi'om that 
country to conclude a permanent treaty. ']'he captain 
then desired that we might not be treated as slaves. He 
answered hastily, that we should be taken care of. We 
wefi~ fuel! immediately hurried out of his presence, C8I.1-
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veyed to fwo old ruinous houses, shut up amidst dirt and in
'nUmerable vermin of every description. MI'. Butler be
ing at Morocco on business, came and supplied us with 
viduals and drink, and procured libel·ty for the captain 
to go home with him to his lodgings. He likewise sent 
some blankets for the officers, and we made shift to 
pass the night with tolerable comfort, being very much 
fatigued. I. 

At nine in the morning of the 2]st, the emperor sent 
orders for the captain and every officer to appear before 
him. We immediately repaired to bis palace; we re
mained waiting in an outer yard two hours; in the mean 
time he diverted himself with seeing a clumsy Dutch 
boat rowed about in a pond by four of our petly officers. 
About noon we were called before him, and placed in a 
tine about thirty yards from him. He was sitting in a chair 
by the side of the pond, accompanied only by two of 
bis chi~f alcaides. Having viewed us some time, he 
ordered the captain to come forward, and after asking 
him a good many questions concerning our navy, and 
destination of the squadron to which we had belonged, 
we were also called forward by two and three at a time as 
we stood according tooUl'rank. He then askedtnost of us 
80me very insignificant questions, lind took some to be 
Portuguese because they had black hair, and others to 
be Swedes because their hair was light. He judged none 
ef us to be English excepting the captain, the secont! 
lieutenant, the ensign of the soldiers, and myself. But 
assuring him we were all English, he cried BonrtO, and 
gave a nod for our departure, to which we returned a 
very low bow, and were glad to return to our old ruined 
houses again. Our total number amounted to thirty. 

On the 25th, being Christmas· day, prayers were read 
to the people as usual in the church of England. 'I'he 
captain this day received a present of tea and loaves of 
sugar from one of the queens, whose grand-father had 
been lin Eflglish renegado. 

In the afternoon of the 26th, we received the disa
greeable intelligence, that the Emperor would oblige all 
the Engiish to work, like all the other Christian slaves, 
excepting the officers who were before him on the 21st. 
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The next day this account was confirmed; for, at sevcli 
in the morning, an alcaide came and ordered all our 
people to work, excepting the sick. Upon our applica
tion, eight were allowed to stay at home every day·to 
cook for the rest, amI this office was performed by turns 
throughout the whole company. At four in the after
:110011 the people returned, some having been employed 
in carrying wood, some in turning up the gropnd with 
hoes; andothets in picking weeds in the Emperors gar
,den. Theil' victuals was prepared fOi' them against their 
return. 

On the 28th, all the people went to work as soon as 
they could see, and returned at four in the aftern,oon. 
Two of the soldiers received one hundred bastinadoes 
each, for behaving in a disrespectful manner while the 
Emperor was looking at their work. 

On the 30th, Captain Barton recived a ldud message 
from the Emperor, with permission to ,ride out or take a 
walk in his garden with his officers. 

From this time the men continued in the same state 
of slavery till the arrival in April, of Captain Milbank, 
sent as an ambassador to the Emperor. He concluded 
a treaty for the ransom of the crew of the Litchfield, 
together with the other English subjects in the Emperor's 
power, and the sum stiPlllated to be paid for their release, 
was 170,000 dollars. Our people accordingly sct out 
for Sallee, attended by a bashaw and two soldiers on 
horseback. On the fourth day of their march, they had 
a skirmish with some of the country Moors. The dis
pute began in consequence of som~ of our men in the 
rear stojlping at a village to buy some milk, for which, 
after they had drank it, the Moors demanded an ex
orbitant price. This our men refused to give, on which 
the Moors had recourse to blows, which our people re
turned; and others coming to their assistance, they 
maintained a smart battle, till the enemy became too 
numerous. In the mean time some rode off to call the 
guard, who instantly came up with their drawn scyme
tars, and dealt round them pretty brisk1y. Dul'ing this 
interval we were not idle, and had the pleasure to see the 
blood trickling down a good maJIY of their faces. The 



I,OSS OF THE LITCHFIELD. 

guards seized the chief man of the village, and carried 
him before the bashaw, who was our conductor, and who 
having heard the cause, dismissed him without farther 
punishment, in consideration of his having been well 
drubbed by us. 
" On the 22d of April, we arrived at Sallee, and pitched 
our tents in an old castle, from whence we soon after
l'rards embarked on board the Gibraltar, which landed 
us at Gibraltar on the 27th of June. From that place 
the Captain and crew were put on board the Marlborough 
store ship, prepared expressly for their reception, and 
arrived in England in. the month ot: August, 1760. 
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SHIPWll.ECK OF THE 

PORTUGUESE VESSEL THE ST. JAMES, 

Off the ('~~t of .!lfrica, in 1586. 

THE Portuguese still maintained towards the 
-end of the sixteenth century, that reputation which they 
had acquired in the East-Indies, by their conquests and 
th,-il' courage. Their prosperity was, however, occa
sionally interrupted by misfortunes, which were some
Cimes attributed to the obstinacy and ignorance of the 
Captains commanding the vessels of that nation. Of 
the fatal effects arising from those causes, th_e following 
Darrative L,fLfd~ a striking instance. 
, In the mouth of May, 1586, intelligence was received 

at Goa of tlJe loss of the Admiral's ship, the St. James. 
'I'he account of this -disaster stated, that after doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope, the Captaiu conceh'ing he had 
neither roeks nor other dangers to dl'ead, proceeded un
der full sail, without observing his charts, 01' at least not 
with the attention he ought. ~ Having a favorahle wwd, 
he made much way in a short time, but was dl'iven (lut 
of his course towards the rocks called Bassas de India, 
distant about fifty leagues from the island of Madagascar, 
and seventy from the continent. 

Perceiving they were so near these rocks, and in im
minent danger of stl'ilting upon them, several of the 
passengers, who had frequently traversed those ~(,1!>;, 
were much alarmed. They represented to the Captain, 
that being in the midst of the rocks, it was extren.ely 
dangerf"h to suffer the ship to run 1I1ider full sail, parti
cularly dminl!; the night, and in a season when tempest~ 
were vel'Y frequent. The Captain regardless cf their 
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rrudent remonstrances, exerted his authority, ordered 
the pilots to foUow his commands, adding, that the king's 
commission entitled him to obediance, and that his opin
ion ought to be taken in preference. However, between 
eleven and twelve o'clock the same night the vessel was 
driven towards the rocks, and struck without a possibil
ity of being got off. A conftlsed cry of distress resound
ed, in every direction, from a multitude composed of 
above five hundred men and thirty women, who having 
no other prospect before their eyes but inevitable des
truction, bewailed their fate with the bitterest lamenta
tions. Every effort to save tile s~ip proved ineffectual. 
The admiral, Fernando Mendoza, the captain, the first 
pilot, and tell or twelve other persons, instantly threw 
themselves into the boat saying, they would seek upon 
the rocks a propel' place fol' collecting the W1'eck of the 
ship, with which they might afterwards construct a ves
sel large enough to convey the whole of the crew to 
the continent. With this view they actllally landed on 
the rock, but being unable to find a spot proper for the 
execution of their design, thcy did not think proper to 
retul'll to the ~hip, but rcsoh"ed to steer towards 
the African coast. Some provisions which had been 
thrown in haste into the boat were distributed among 
them; they then directed their course towards the 
cou(inent of Africa, where they arrived in safety, 
aft.el' a voyage of seventeen days, and enduring 
all the lJol'rors of famine and tempestuons weather. 

'l'hose who remained on board finding that the boat 
did not return, began to despair of savill[!; their lives. 
To add to their distress the vessel parted between the 
two decks, and the pinnace was much damaged by the 
repeated shocks she sustained from the fury of the 
waves. 'rhe workmen, though very expert, despaired 
of being able to repair her, when an Italian, named 
Cypriano Grimaldi, leaped into her, accompanied by 
ninely of the crew, and assisted by most of those who 
had fullowed him instantly fell to work to put her into a 
cundition to I{eep the sea .• 

'rhose who could not get on board the pinnace beheld 
hf'l' bC8.:ing away from the wreck with tears arul lamen

L 
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tiltions. ·Several who couid swim threw ·themselves into 
the sea, in the hope of .overtaking her ; and some were 
on the point of getting on board, when their more fortu
ilate comrades fearing they should be sunk with the 
weight of all those wbo endeavored to obtain admit
tance pushed them ·back into the sea, and with their 
sabres and hatchets cut, without mercy, the hanrls of 
such as would not quit their hold. It is impossible to 
describ¥ the anguish of those who remained on the float
ing fragments of the wreck, and witnessed this barba
rous scene. Seeing themselves cut off from every 
resource, their cries and lamentations would have melt
.<cd the hardest heart. The situation of ·those in the 
pinnace was not much better; their great number, the 
waut of provisions, their distance from the land, and the 
bad condition of the crazy bark that bore them, 
'~ontributed to fill them with gloomy presenti
ments. .some of the most resolute, hm,.-ever, to pre
vent the anarchy and confusion which would have aggra
vated theit· misery, proposed to their companions to 
~ubmit to the authority of a. captain. '1'0 this they all 
agreed, and immediately chose a nobleman of Portu
guese extraction, but born in India, to command them, 
investing him with absolute power. He instantly em
ployed his authority, in causing the weakest, whom he 
merely pointed out with his finger, fo be thrown over
board. In the number of these was a carpenter, who 
had assisted in repail"ing the pinnace; the only favor he 
requested was a little wine, after which he suffered him
self to be thrown into the sea witout uttering a word. 
AnotlJer, who was proscribed in the same manner, was 
saved by an uncommon exertion of fraternal affection. 
He was already seized and on the point of being sacri
ficed to imperious necessity, when his younger brother 
demanded a moment's delay. He observed that his 
brother was skilful in his profession, that his father and 
mother were very old, and his sisters not yet settled in 
life; tbat he could not be of that service to them which 
.his brother might, and, as circumstances required tlle 
sacrifice <,if one of the nvo, he begged to die in his stead. 
)jis requestw;l.s complied lyith, and·llCwas accordingly 
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thrown into·ij1e sea. But this courageous youth follow
ed the barklftipwal'ds of six. hours, makiilg incessant 
efforts to get on board, sQmetimes on one sille, and 
!,ometimes on the other, while those who had llirOWll 
him over endeavored to keep him off with their swords. 
But that which appeared likely to accelerate his end, 
proved his preservation. The young man snatched at a 
sword, seized it by the blade, and neither the ,pain, nm 
the exertions made by him who held it, could make 
him quit his grasp. FJ:he otIiers, admiring hislltresolu
tion •. and moved with the proof of fraternal affection 
.which lie liad displayed, unanimo~sTy agreed to permit 
him to enter' the pinnace. At length,after havillg 
endured hunger and thirst, and encountered the dan
gers of several tempests, they landed on the coast of 
Africa, on tIle twentieth day after their shipwreck, amI 
there met with their companions who had escaped in 
the first boat. 

The rest of the crew and passengers left on the wreck 
likewise attempted to reach the land. Collecting some 
loose rafters and planks, they formed a kind of raft, but 
were overwhelmed by the first sea, aud all perished, 
excepting two who gained the shore. 'l'hose who had 
reached the coast of Africa had not arrived at the end 
of their sufferings; they had scarcely disemharked 
when they fell into the hands of the Caffrees, a savage 
and inhuman people, who stripped and left them in the 
most deplorable state. However, mustering up theil' 
courage and the little strength they had left, they arriv
ed at the place where the agent of the Portuguese, at 
Bofala and' Mozambique, resided. By him they were 
received with the utmost humanity, and after reposing a 
few days, after theh' fatigues, they reached Mozambi
que, and repaired fwm tI1ence to India. Only sixty 
surviv~d out of all those who had emharked in the St. 
Jame,s; all the rest perished; either at sea, of fatigue; 
or hungel'. Thus the imprudence of an individual occa
sioned the loss of a fine yessel, and the lives of aboye 
fo.ur hundred and fifty PFsons. 

Upon the captains reInrn to Europe, the wid8ws and 
orphans of the unforttmate sufferers raised such loud 
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complaints against him that he was app'~eheDded aml 
put in prison; -but he was soon afterwal'ds released. 
'l'he former catastrophe was not a sufficient lesson for this 
self sufficient and obstinate man. He undertook the' 
~ommand of another vessel in 1588, and had nearly 
lost her in the same manner, amI in the same place. 
Fortunately', at sllnrise he discovered the rocks, towards 
which he was running with the same imprudence as in 
i~is former voyage'. But on his return from India to 
Portugal he was lost, together with the vessel he was 
on uoard of j thus meeting with the just punisblllent 
,)1' his c.ulpable obstilla.cy and misconduct. 
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THE LOSS OF AN 

ENGLISH SLOOP, 

On the Coast ojJ'the Island of Cape Breton, in 1780. 

THE man of true courage, even in the most 
despeFate situations, invariably finds resources within 
himself. Of this the journal or Captain Prenties, of the 
84th regiment of foot affordiil. the reader a striking exam
ple. 

Being charged, says that officer, with tile dispatches 
delivered to me by General Haltlimand, conupander in 
chief in Canada, for Generol {'1inton, I embarked ,on the 
17th of November, 1780, in ,1, small sloop bound from 
Quebec to New-York. Wc set sail.in company with a 
brig destined for the same place, aDl~ earry.ing a duplicate 
of the dispatches. Having descended the St. Lawrence 
to the harbor called St. Patrick's Hole, we were detained 
in that port by a contrary wind, which continued six 
days. The winter began to set in, and ice, of consider
able thickness, was soon formed on thc banks of the riv
er by the intenseness of the frost. W oullI to heavQn it 
had continued a few days longer! By absolutely pre
venting tiS from proceeding it. would have saved us those 
misfortunes, the narrative of which begins with that of 
our navigation. 

Bcfore we reached the mouth of the river it was dis
covered that the sloop had sprung a small leak . We hnd 
scarcely entered the gulph, when the ship began to mak;e 
considerably more watcr, and though two pumps were 
kept constantly going, we still hull two feet water in the 
hold. On the other hand, the scvcrity of, the· frost had 
increased, and thc ice collected about the ship so as to 
reuder us apprcilcllbive of being ClltiJiely surrounded, 

L2 
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,\V c had on board only 19 people, six of whom were pas
sengers, ~nd the others bad seamen. As for the captain, 
to whom :t was llatural to look up for assistance in this 
predicament, instead of attending to the preservation of 
the ship, he passed his time in getting drunk in his cabin 
without bestowing a thought upon our safety. ' 

'I'he wind continuing to blow with the same violence, 
:md the v:11kr having risen in the hold to. the height of 
j'Hlr feet, cold and fatigue produced a general despon
;ieney among the crew. The seamen unanimously re
'·"!n'u to desist from their work. They abandoned the 
pumps, and shewed the utmost indifference to their fate, 
declaring they would rathel' go to the bottom with the 
"hip, than exhaust themselves by useless labor in such a 
desperate situation. It must be acknowledged, that for 
several days they had undergone excessive fatigue, with
out any interval of relax:~'on. 'I'he inactivity of the 
eaptain had the effect of disheartening them still more. 
However, by encouragement and promises, and by the 
(\i~tribution of wine, which I ordered very seasonably to 
refresh them, I at length overcame their reluctance. 
During the interruption of their labor the water had risen 
another foot in the hold; but their activity was so in
creased by the warmth of the liquor which I gave them 
every half hour, and they stuck so closely to their worl" 
that the water was soon reduced to less than three feet. 

It was now the 2d of December. 'rile wind appeared 
every day to become more violent instead nf abating. 
'rhe cracks in the vessel continued to increase, while the 
icc attached to her sides augmented her weight and check
r,] her progress. It was necessary to keep constantly 
hrcakillg this crust of ice which threatened to envelope 
1he ,hip. The brig by which we were accompanied, so 
;;ir fl'Om being able to lend us any assistance, was in a sit
llation still more deplorable, having struck upon the 
focIls near the Island of Coudres, through the ignorance 
of the pilot. A thick snow, which then began to fall, 
concealed her from us, 'I'he guns which we fired alter
lIatelyevery half hour, fOl'med the whole of our corres
V~lJldence. 'We soon had the mortification to find that 
our ~jgl1als were not answ?red, She perished, together 
with ber crew of sixteen persons, whHe it W(l.S impo~sible 
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for us even to perceive their disaster, or to enueayor to 
pick them tip. 

The pity with which their melancholy fate inspired ll,' 
was soon diverted to ol\l'selves, by the apprehension of 
new danger. 'I'he sea ran very high, the snow fell ex
cessively thick, the cold was insupportable, ami the 
whole crew a prey to dejection. 'rhus situated, the 
Ulate exclaimed, that we could not be far from the l\:I(lg
dalen Islands, a confused heap of rocks, some cf 
which raise their heads aGove the sea, while others are 
concealed beneath the surface of the water, and have 
proved fatal to a great number of vessels. In less than 
two hours we heard the waves breaking with great vio
lence upon those rocks, and soan afterwards discovercd 
the principal island called the Dead Man, which we with 
difficulty avoided, Our apprehensions of danger were 
not the less alarming, amidst a multitude of rocks which 
there was liltle probability of escaping with the same good 
fortune; as thc snow, which fell faster than ever, scal'cely 
suffered us to see from one end of the ship to the other. 
It would be difficult to describe the consternation and 
horror with which we were seized dUI':ng the whole of 
this passage, But when we had cleal'ed it, a ray of hope 
dawned upon the hearts of the seamen, who, upon con
sidering the danger they had just escaped, no longer 
doubted the interposition of PI'ovidence in their favor, 
and redoubled their efforts with new ardor. 

The sea became more turbulent during the night, and 
at ~"e o'clock the next morning, a prodigious,wave 
broke over the ship, staved in her ports, and filled the 
cabin; the impetuosity of the waves having driven in 
.£l.IC stern-post, we endeavore.d to stop the apertures with 
beemt in slices, but this feeble expedient proved inef, 
feetual, and the water continued to gl\in upon us more 
rapidly than ever. 'I'he affrighted Cl'ew had suspended, 
for a moment, the working of the pumps; when they 
were about to resume their labor, they found them 
frozen so hard that it was impossible to work them after
wllrds. 

From that moment we lost all hope of saving the ship, 
:md all c::r wi~;lw; "'('t'e confined to her Ileepillg above 
,Yater, at le:!-:t till we reachc(1 St. Johu's, or SO],1C oj\':~r 
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island in the gulph, where we might be able to land with· 
the aid of our boat. 

Being left at the mercy of the wind, we durst not per
form any manreuvre for fear of giving some dangerous 
shock to the vessel: The weight of water, which was 
increasing every minute, retarded her progress, and the 
more rapid waves, whose course she checked, returned 
with fury and broke over the deck. The cabin in which 
we had again taken refuge, afforded a feeble protection 
against the howling tempest, amI scarcely sheltered us 
from the icy waves. We were every moment apprehen. 
siye of seeing our rudder carried alny, and our mast go 
by the board. The gulls and wild flucks which hovered 
around us, testified, it is true, that the land could not be 
far distant; but the very approach to it was a new subject 
of terror. How were we to escape the bl'eakers with 
which it might be surrQunded, unable as we were to 
avoid, or even to perceive them through the cloud of 
snow in wl\ich we were enveloped 7 Such, for a few 
hours, was our deplorable situation, when the weather 
having suddenly cleared, we at length perceived land at 
the distance of three leagues. 

'l'he sentiment of joy, with which the first sight of it 
inspired us, ,.as much abated upon a more distinct view 
of the enormous rocks which appeared to rise perpendi
cularlyalong the coast in order to repel us. The vessel, 
besides, shipped such heavy seas as would have sunk 
her, had she been deeply laden. At each successi,e 
shock we \"iere afraid of seeing the ship go to pieces. 
Our lY)3.t was too small to contain the whole of the crew, 
and the sea too rough to trust to such a frail support. It 
appeared as if we had made this fatal land only to render 
it a witness of our loss. 

Meanwhile ,,.e continued to approach it. We were 
not above a mile distant, when we discovered with 
transport, around the menacing rock!!, a sandy beach, 
towards which our course was directed, while the water 
Ilccrea"t'tl so fast in depth, as to prevent our approaching 
within finy or sixty yards, when the ship struck. The 
flJte of O~lr lives Y.as ll'JW about to be decided in a few 
l.!lillut(:s. 
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At length the vessel struck upon {he sand with great 
yiolenee. At the first shock the maiu·mast went by the 
board and the tiller was unshipped with such force that 
the bar almost killed one of the seamen. 'rhe fUl"ious 
seas which dashed against the (l;hip Oil every side, stove in 
the stern, so thaI having no longer any shelter in the 
cabin, we were obli~etl to go upon deck, and to hold 
fast by the rigging, for fear of being washed overboard. 
In a few moments the vessel righted a little, but the keel 
was broken, and the body of the ship seemed ready to 
go to pieces. Thus all our hopes were reduced to the 
boat, which I had infinite trouble to get 6verboal·d, being 
so covered within and wq..'tout, with lumps of ice, of 
which it was necessary to clear her. Most of the crew 
baving taken wine to endeavor to overcome the fright 
with which they were seized, I gave a glass of brandy 
to those who were sober, and asi<ed if they were willing 
to embark with me in the boat for the pUl·pose of getting 
on shore. '1'he sea was so rough that it seemed impos> 
sible for our crazy bark to keep it a moment without be
ing over1vhelmed. Only the mate, two seamen, anti a 
young passenger, resolved to risk themselves in the 
boat. ' 

IIi the first moment of danger I put my dispatches in 
a handkerchief, which I tied round my waist. Regard
less of the rest of my property, I seized a batchet and a 
saw, and threw myself into the boat, followed by the 
mate and my servant, who, more thoughtful than my
self, had saved out of my box a purse of one hundred 

"nnd eighty guineas. 'l'he passenger not springing far 
enough fell into the sea, and our hands were so benumed 
with c(lld as to be almost incapable of affording him the 
smallest assistance. 'When the two scamen had got into 
the boat, those who had most obstinately refused' to try 
the same fmlune, implored us to receive them; but being 
apprehensive that we should founder with the weight of 
such a number, I ordered the boat to put off from the 
vessel. I soon had occasion to congratulate myself for 
huving stifled a sentiment o( commiseration which might 
have proved fatal to them. Though the shore was not 
above fifty yards distant, we were met half way by It 
prodigious wavc, which h::lf filled the boat, alld lrouhi 
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infallibly hav~ upset her had she been more heavily la
den. A second wave threw us with violence upon the 
shore. 

'rhe joy to find ourselves, at length, secure from those 
dangers which had so long kept us in the most cruel 
alarms, caused us to forget, for a moment, that we had 
only escaped one kind of death, probably to endlll'e 
another more terrible and painful. While we embraced 
each other, in our first transports, and congratulated our, 
selves on our escape, we could not but be sensible of the 
distresses of our companions whom we had left on board, 
and whose lamentable cries we heard amidst the hoarse 
noise of the waves. What augmented the aftliction into 
which we were plunged by this sentiment, was, our being 
llnable to afford them any kind of assistance. Our boat 
thrown upon the samI by the angry waves, plainly testifi
ed the impossibility of her breaking their force and re
turning to the vessel. 

Night was fast approaching, and we had not been long 
upon this icy shore, when we found ourselves benumbed 
with cold. We were obliged to walk over the snow, 
which sunk under our feet, to the entrance of a little 
wood about two hundred yards from the shore, which 
eheltered us a little from the piercing northwest wind. 
We yet wanted a fire to warm our chilled limbs, and had 
no meaRS of kindling one. The tinder-box which we 
had taken the precaution to put into the boat, had got 
wet by the last wave that drove us ashore. Exercise 
alone could prevent our being frozen, in keeping our 
blood in circulation. 

Being better acquainted than my companions with the 
nature of these severe climates, I recommended to tbem 
to keep themselves in motion, in order to prevent being 
overpowered by sleep. But the young passenger, whose 
clothes were soaked in the se'! .water, and were frozen 
stiff upon his body, was unable to resist the drowsy sen
sation always produced by the excessive cold which he 
experienced. In vain I employed, by turns, persuasion 
and force to make him keep upon his legs. I was oblig
ed to leave him to his supineness. After walking about 
half an hour, I was myself seized with such a powerful 
inclination to sleep, that I felt myself ready t'Yery mo-
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ment to sink to the ground in order to gratify it, till I' re
turned to the plac.e where the younll; man lay. I 
put my hand to his face and found it quite cold, when I 
desired the mate to feel it. We both conceived him to 
be dead. He replied, with a feeble voice, that he was 
not, but that he felt his end approaching, and intreated 
me, if I survived, to write to his father at New-York, 
and inform him of hi!! fate. In ten minutes we saw him 
expire, without any pain, or at least without strong con
vulsions. I relate this incident to shew the etrect of vio
lent cold on the human budy during sleep, and to shew 
thatthis kind of death is not always accompanied with a 
sensation of such excessive pain as is generally sup
posed. 

This dreadful lesson was incapable of inducing the 
othel's to resist the inclination to sleep by which they 
were attacked, Three of them lay down in spite of 
my exhortations. Seeing that it was impossible to keep 
them on their legs, I went and cut two branches of trees, 
one of which {'gave to the mate, and my whole em
ployment, dming the remainder of the night, was to 
prevent my companions from sleeping, by striking them 
as soon as they closed their eyes. 'l'his exercise "as 
of benefit to ourselves, at the same time that it preserv
ed the others from danger of almost certain death. 

Day-light, which we awaited with such impatience, 
at length appeared. I ran to the shore with the mate to 
endeavor to discover some vestige of the ship, though 
,we had very little hope of finding any. W-hat was our 
surprize and our satisfaction' to see, that she !tad held 
together, notwithstanding the violence ufthe wind, which 
seemed strong enough to dash her into a thousand pieces 
during the ni;;ht! 'rhe fil'bt thing I did was to cUlltrive 
how to get the remainder of the crew on shore. 'l'he 
veS3el since we quitted her had been driven by the W~\ es 
much nearer the shore, amI the distance which "hI) was 
sepm'ated from it, I knew must be much less at low water. 
When .it wc,s come, I called out to the people ill the ship 
to tie' a rope t') her side and let themselves down one af
ter another. 'l'hcy adoJlkd this expedient. Watching 
attentively the motion of the sea, aiitl seizing the orpo~ 
1unity of l!l'opping at tlIe lllOment whl'n the waves retired, 
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they all got on shore without danger, excepting the car
.pentel'. He did not think proper to trust himself in that 
mannel', or probably was unable to stit', having useu his 
bottle rather too freely during the night. ']'he general 
safety was attached to that of each individual, and I 
doubly rejoiced to see around me such a number of 
my companions in misfortune, whom I imagined to be 
~wallowed up by the waves but a few hours before. 

The captain before he left the ship, fortunately pro
'lided himself with all the materials for lighting a fire. 
'l'he company then proceeded towards the forest: some 
fell to work to cut wood, others to collect the dry 
branches scattered on the ground, and soon a bright flame, 
rising from a large pile, produced a thousand acclama
HOI1S of joy. ConsIdering the extreme cold which we 
had so long endured, no enjoyment could equal that of 
a good fire. We crowded round it as closely as possible 
to revive our benumed limbs. But this enjoyment was 
~uer>eeded, in general by excrutiating pain, as SOOD a~ 
the heat of the fire penetrated into those parts of the 
body which bad been bitt{'!1 by the frost. 'l'he mate and 
;nyself were the only exceptions, on account of the ex
ercise we had taken dlll'in~ the night. All the others had 
been more 01' less attack~d, both in the ~);ip amI on 
-shore. 'l'he convulsive movements produced in our 
unfortunate companions, by the violence of the torments 
ihey endured, would be too horrible for description. 

'Vhen we came to make a review of our company I 
observed that Captain Green, a passenger, was missing. 
I was informed that he had fallen asleep in the ship, and 
h:Hl frozen to death. Our anx.iety was renewed on 
accoullt of the carpenter, who was left behind. The 
sea continuing: to roll with unabated fury, so that it was 
impos;;ible to -st'ud the boat to his relief, we were oblig
(tl to wait the retul'l1 of low water; when we, at length 
persua<l~tl him to come on shore in the same manDt-I" Ill! 

the others; \\"iuh he did with extreme diflicully, being 
reduced to a state of the utmost \realmess, and frozen 
ill almost every pm1 of hi" bOtly. 

Nigllt arrivcd, and ,',e spent it rath!'r more comforta
"tile thll11 the precee.Jiug. Yet, notwithstanding 'Ie were 

carcful to keep up a "\loge the, we .;uEft red considerabfl 
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trom the sharpness of the wind, against which we had 
no shelter. The trees were scarcely sufficient 10 pro
tect us f.·om the snow, which feU in ,immense flakes, as 
if to extinguish our fire. While it soaked through our 
clothes onthe-sideexposed to the fire, on our backs it 
formed a heap which we were obliged to shake off be
fore itfroze into ice. The craving sensation of hunger, 
a new hardship, that we had \;itherto ooen unacquainted 
with, was now added to that of cold, which we bad so 
mueh difficulty to endure. 

Two days elapsed, every ·moment of whicha(hled to 
the painful recollection of our past misfortunes, the 
terror of a still more distressing futurity. At length the 
wiud and the sea, which bad: combined to prevent us 
from approaching the vt'H\eJ, redoubled their united 
efforts to destroy her. We were apprised of her fate by 
the noise of her breaking up. We ran tmvards the 
shore, and saw part of the cargo already floating, ,vhich 
the impetuosity of the waves washed through the opens 
of her sides. l'ortunately the tide carried part of the 
wreck upon the beach. PI'ovilling ourselves with long 
poles, and the oars of our boat, we proceeded along the 
sand, (h'awing on shore whatever was most useful within 
our I'cach It was thus we saved a few casks of saIt 
beef, and a considerable (IUalltity of onions, which the 
captain had taken on board to sell. Our aHention was 
likewise directed to the planks that were detached from 
the vessel, and whieh might prove .serlViceab!e to us ill 
constructing a hut. \'Ve collected a great numbe!', 
which we dragged into the ,wood to be inunediately em
ployed for the above mentioned purpose. 'l'his was no 
easy untiel'ta\.ing, as few of us were null' to go to work 
ulJon it. Our success, this day, however, inspired us 
with comage, and the food we had procured supporting 
our strength, the work had advanced considerably by 
the close of day. '],he light of our tire enabled us to 
continue it after dark, and by t£n o'clock at night we 
I11Ht a hu't twenty leet long, ten broad, and sufficienUy 
snlill, thanks to the tree~ l\'hich supported it at certain 
dis!a'lCf'~, to withstand th.e ior('e of the wind, but not 
{',k';,e "Hough to ·sheltet·u5 entirely fl.-om tIle cold. 

1\1 
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The 'I\vo succeeding days were employed either in 
.!'ompleating our 1'(Efice, collecting d'uring high water 
what the tide brou,ght from the ship, or in taking: an 
,account of our provisions, in order to establish the pro· 
porti,ln in wh;th tlwy ought to be distributed. We had not 
h,o(Jll ahle to save any biscuit, whi~h was thoroughly soak
ed wilh sea wafer. It was agl'eed, that each person, well 
,or ill, should be confined t') a quarter of a pound of beef 
;.md four onion~ a day, as long as they lasted. This scan· 
';y pitumce, scarcely sufficient to kepp us alivp, was all that 
we could allow ourselves, ul1cel'tain what time we 
Jllight be obliged to spend on this de~art coa'>t. 

'l'he ] lth of Dpcember, the sixth day after our ship. 
wreck, the wind abated, so as to allow us to get the boat 
-,afloat to go and seek what was lelt in the wre(·.k. Great 
part of the day was lost in cutting away, with the hatch· 
.et, the thick ice which covered the deck aml stopped up 
tbe hatclm\ays. The llext day we succeeded in getting 
out a small biLrrel, containing one hundrell a))(1 twenty 
pounds of salt beef, two chests of onions, Olle of flota· 
toe', three bottles of balsam of Canada, one of oil, 
wlJich b2came exceedingly serviceable for the wounds 
of the seamen; another hatchet, a large iron pot, two 
:otew-pans, and about a dozen pounds of candles. 'I'his 
precious cargo enable us the following day to add fout' 
onions to our daily allowance. 

\Ye returned again on board on the ] 4th, to look for 
the sails, part of which served to cover QUI' hut, and to 
I,eep out the snow. The same day, the wounds of 
those who had suffered most from the frost, and had 
neglected to rub them with snow, began to mortify, 
'l'he skin came otT their lq;s, their bands, anri the parts 
(,f their limbs atTected by the frost, with excessive pain, 
'I'he carpenter, who was the last that came on shore, 
lost the greatest part of his feet, and in the night of the 14th 
became delirious, in whicb state he continued till the 
,next day, when death reli .. ,ell him from his miserable 
existence. Three days afterwards cur second mate dicd 

- in the same manner, having been Ilelirious several hours 
• before he expired; and a St'amllll experienced the sam~ 
.fate the following day. W e c(ln~red their bodies with 
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snow and tbe branches of trees, having neither piek,axe 
nor spade to dig _them a 'grave; and if. we had even 
been IlI"Ovide!l. with them, the earth was frozen too hard', 
and too deep, .to yield to those instruments, 

All these losses, which reduced our company to four
teen pt'I"SOns, gave us but little con,cern, either on their 
account 01" on our own, Upon considering ollr dreadful 
situation, death appeared rather a blessing than a misfor· 
tune; and when a sentiment of nature revived within us 
the love of life, each individual regarded l,is companiolls 
as sa many enemies armed by hunger to deprive him of 
his subsistence. In fact, if some had not paid the debt of 
nature, we should soon have been I'educed to the horrible 
necessity' of perishing of hunger, or of murdering ami 
devouring each other. Without being brought to this 
dreadful alternative, our s;tnation was so miserable, that 
it s'eemed impossible for any new calamity to be capa
ble of atl~meRting its horrors. The continual sensation 
of exeessive cold and pressing hunger, the pain of the 
fI'ostwounds, irritated by the fire,thecompiaints of 
the sufferers, the neg!ect and filth which rendered us 
objects of disgust, both to ourscJyes and others, all the 
images of despair collected around us, and the prospect 
of a slow and painful death, in the midst of a desolate 
region, far from the consolations of relatives and friend's; 
such is an imperfect representation of the pang;;! our 
minds endured every moment of the tedious days and 
eternal nights. 

'rne male and I o(tenwent abroad to see if we coull! 
discover any vestiges of habitations, in the country. 
Our excul:~ions were not long, nor attended with any 
success. 'Ve resolved, one tIay, to penetrate farther 
into the country, keeping along the banks of a fro:r,en 
river. \\T e observe~, from time to time, traces of elKS 
and other animals, which caused us sincerely to regret· 
bC'ing unprovided with arms and powder to shoot 
them. A ray of hope, for a moment, illumined our 
minds. Pollowing the .direction· of some trees, cut 011 

the sides with a hatchet, we arrived at a place where 
some Indians Jllnst shoJ'tIy befol'e have resided, since 
t4eir wigwarm was still slanding, and the bark employed 
for that purpose appeared quite fresh; an elk's skin, 
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which We fOUllU very near, suspendecl from a pole, con. 
finned our conjectures. 'Ve an-xiously traversed all the 
adjacent country, but, alas! without sUCces~. We, 
however, derived some satisfaction from reflecting that 
this place had had inhabitants {)r visitors, and that they 
might soon return. Stl'uck with this idea, I cut a long 
pr>le, which I stuck upright on the bank. of the riH~r, 
tastening to it a piece of birch hark, after cuLling it into 
the figure of II; hand, with the fore-fin;;er extending and 
tumed towards our hut. I likewise took away the elk's 
~,; .. in, in order that the savages, at theil' retuFn lIIight 
perceive that somebody had p!;lssell by the place since 
1her left it, and might by the aid af the sign, discover 
the route they had taken. The approa.ch of the night 
obliged us to return to our habitati'on, and we doubled 
our pace to communicate thl}!: agreeable news to our 
companions. However feeble. were the hopes we eoultl 
reasonably allow ourselves. to. entertain from. this. discov
ery, I perceived that my nar.rativ:e afforded them consid
erahle consolation; so strongly does the kind instinct of 
r:a.lul'c impel the unhappy to seize. upon whate.ver is 
capahle of alleviating the sensation Df their misery. 

Beveral days elapsed in hope Df seeing. the Indians 
RIJpeal' every moment before our hut. These sweet 
i\!easgradually lost ~"oul1d, and soon vani;;hed. 80me 
d our sick, and among the rest the captain, had, in this 
interval, began to l'l'COVer theil" strength, and OUI' pro
visil)l1'; were fast decreasing. J mentioned the de8ign l 
had funned of quiUin~ the habitation, with all those who 
... :ere cBpahle of working the boat, to reconnoitre the 
f;·)ttSt. 'l'his plan received universal approbation; but 
when we came to think of the means or executing it, a 
new difficulty presented itself. 'rhis was, how to replir 
the'boat, which had been dashed by the sea upDn the 

. salla with such fury that all her joiiUs had Dpened. We 
had plenty of tow for stopping the apertures, but unfor
tunately were in want Df pitch to cover it. And how 
("ouh~ . we snpply tllia deficiency 1 'Ve could nDt think 
of any method, when it struck me, all a1 once, that we 
mj~ht employ the balsam of Canada which we had 
saved. It was easy to try; I emptied a few bottles Df 
l~ i~to our iron pot, and set it on a large fire; taking it 
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off rrequ~ntJy to let it cool, I soon reduced the liquor 
to a [)roper consistence, DUl'iug this time my compan
ions had turned the boat and cleal'ed her (If sand and ice, 
I directed the crevices to be stopped with tow, caulkcd 
hel' with the balRam, an(l I had the pleasure of seeing 
that it pl'Oduced the etrect to admiration, . 

'l1his tirst success inspired us with a new ardour to 
continue our preparations. A piece of cloth, fastened 
to a pole, in suclr a· manner as to be raised or 101'l'ered 
at pleasure, promised us a sail strong enough to relieve, 
with a gentle and favorable wiiul, the labor of the row
er;;. Among the crew few· had sufficiently recovercd 
to support the fatigues which we foresaw would attend 
this !:!xpedition. I was choscn to conduct it, together 
with the captain, the mate, two seanien, and my ser
vant. The remainder. of the provisions was divided, 
according to the Ilumber.of persons, into fourteen equal 
shares, without reserving, onllrcotmt of the ex·cessil·e 
l;abor we· were about to undertake, a larger proportion 
for oqrscives taan was aHoHed to those who were to re
main (1uietly in the hut. 

With this wretched allowance ot a quarter of a pound' 
of beef a day, for six weeks, ,dth a crazy boat, cover
e~l with a matter on· which we eQuId not ·depend, which 
the least breath of wind might upset, and the s.mallest 
rock dash to pieces, it was, that we had to attempt an 
enter'prise, the plan of which coald have beeninspir
Ild by blind despair alone. But we were at that point, 
that there was less temerity in bNlving every possible 
danger with the feeblest· ray of hope, t~n in exposing 
ourselvesj by cowardly inactivity, to the almost 
inevitable dangel" of perishing, abandoned' by all: 
nature, 

'l'he year 17S 1 had just commenced. It was our ia
tention to set· off the ·secoml of January, but a furious north. 
west wind detained uS tm the afternoon of, the fourth: 
Its violence having then abated, ·we carded on board 
our provisions, together with a few pounds of candles, 
and all the little articles thft might be of service to us;. 
and"'took leave of our companions, in the cruel uncer
tainty whether this might not· be our last farewel. We 
ha~not proGceded above eight miles, wheD the winll 

1\12 
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turnin~ [(; the southeast, cheel{ed our progress', and ob, 
liged us to m[.ke, with our oars, towanls a large bay 
which offered all a favorable asylum for the night. 

Our fllst care was to land our provisions, and to remove 
l}le hoat far enough upon the beach to prevent her being 
damaged by the sea. We were then obliged to kindle a 
tire, and to cUI wooll to keep it up tiJl the next morning. 
The smallest pille branches were employed in formiug 
our bed, and the largest in hastily erecting a kind of 
wigwam, to secure oUl'selves as well as possible from 
the severity of the weather. 

In taking our scanty repast I observed on the shore 
several pieces of wood thrown "pon it by the tide, and 
which appeared to have been tut \yith a hatchet. I like
\\':se saw some poles formed long since· by the hand of 
man, but we could not discover any marks of inhabit
ants. At the distance of two miles was a hill bare of 
trees, with SOIDt:) Ilppearance of its having been cleared. 
I prevailed Oil two of my companions to accompany me 
thither before dark, that, fr0m its summit, we might em
brace a more extensive horizon. As we proceeded along 
the bay we saw & Newfundland fishing boat, half burned 
8,nd the remaining part in the sand. This object afford· 
cd us fresh hopes, and we doubled. our efforts to climb 
the hill. Having arrived at the sununit, how great was 
our s3.iisfaclion to perceive some buildings. 011 the other 
side of it, at the distance of a mile at farthest. Not
withstanding our fatigue, the interval which. separated us 
from them was soon gone over. We arrived palpitating 
with hope amI joy, but those pleasing emotions were in. 
stantly dissipated. In. vain we traversed all the build. 
ings; they were deserted. They had been. erected for 
the preparation of cod, and, according to all appearance, 
bad been abandoned several years before. The sad ter
mination of this excursion tended, however, to confirm 
us in the idea lhat we should find some habitatioDS by 
continuing our course round the island. 

The wiud, which had again shifted to the northwest, 
detained us the next day, fearing to fllcountre the ice, 
which it drifted in great quantities. For three days it ('.on
tinued with the same fury. Having am.ked in the night, 
I was WltonisJ:\e<l to hear its shrill whistling, Dot accoIDp~ 
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nied, as. usual, by the hORrse noise of thp. wayes. I call
ed the mat~, and informed him of this· phenomenon; 
Being curious to as~rtll.in the cause we ran towards the 
shore, the 1I100n's rays affording us li~ht. As far as the 
fye could reach their fatal lustre· enabled us to perecive 
the surface of the waler mol ion less beneath the chains of 
the ice, which was, piled up in different places in heaps 
of prodigious.. height. It is impossible to dm;cribe the 
sensation of despondency ,vhich overwhelmed out: minds 
at this si$t. Unable to proc~d farther on our expedi
tion, or to return to our former cabin, which would have 
defended us better from the redi}ubled severity of the 
cold! How long were we to continue in tilis dreadful 
situation. .. 

'1'wo days elapsed amidst these· gloomy reflections. 
At len~th, on the 9th, the wind abated. It shifted the 
following day to the southeast, and blew with such vio
lence, that all the ice by which we were blocked up in 
the bay, was bl'oken to pieces with a great noise, and 
driven out into the open sea, so that by four o'clock in 
the afternoQJl there was none left, excepting along th'i! 
shore. 
, In breakiJtg the chains which detained us, the tyrant 
of Ole air forged others·for us by his violence. It was 
not till after two days that the wind abated, A light 
bpeez.e blowing along tbe shore, our boat was launched 
and the sail hoisted. We were already proceeding with 
a favorable course, when at several leagues distance we 
perceived an extremely elevated, point of land. The 
coas.t to that plaee appeared to form such a cOlltinue<' 
chain of steep rocks, tbat it was impossibJe to attempt 
a landing before we had doubled· the distant cape, It 
woultl, however, have been dangerous to risk so long a 
course. 'I'he boat had spnmg a leak, and two men ,nre 
constantly. employed in bailing out tbe water, so that we 
touh} use but two oars; and the enfeebledistate to which 
w.e were reduced, by disappuintmentand,tbe want of 
food, scarcely allowed us to SUllport that slight exertion. 
What was to become of us if the wind sh0uld turn to tbe 
northwest? We must infallibly be dllslled to pieces 
again~t the rocks. 
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Fortunately the danger was no longer an object 1Vor
thy of our consideration, and the wind seconded our 
perseverance so weil, that we arrived at the cape about 
elenn o'eIock at night. The place not being conveuient 
for a landin'£, we were obliged to coast along till two in 
the moming, when the \\ind becoming more violent de
pl'ived us of the liberty of choosing a favorable spot; we 
were obliged to descend upon, or rather to cliulb, with 
the utmost difficulty, up a rocky shore, without its being 
possible for us to secure our boat from the waves, which 
lh·'['at.'ned her with destructi{)n. 
''l'he place whel'e\\:e had. landed was a bay of no great 

depth, surrounded ot! the laold side by inaccessible 
heights, but exposed towards the sea to the northwest 
wind, from which nothing could protect us, 'rhe wind 
which rose Oil the ) 3th threw our boat upon a le(lge of 
the rocks and damaged her in several rj<H~es, This ac
cident was but a trifling prelude to new sulfel'ings. Sur
rOllmled hy insurmountable rocks, which. prevented us 
ftoom sl>eking shelter in the woods; lIiihout auy other 
coyerin~ tban our sail, stiff with ice; buried for several 
days beneath a deluge of snow, which was heaped 
around us to the height of three feet; we had nothing to 
keep up OUI' fire but the branches and fragments of trunks 
of tret's, thrown by accident upon the shore, 'rhis de
plorable situation lasted tiJI the 21st, when the weather 
grew milder, but we were not al,le to take adyantage oi 

. it. How wei e we to repair our boat which lHtd opeo.d 
in several places 1 After reflecting on the various me
thods that jll'cseded themselyes to our minds, anel re
jecting them as impracticahle, ail our thoughts were di
reded to seek our preservation in another quarter, 

'l'h~ough it was impossible to scale the wall of rocks; 
which surrounded us on every side, and we were umler 
the ueccssity of rencouncing the use of our boat, it came 
into our milJ(!s that we might proeeed along the shore, 
by walking upon the ice, which bad a(,quired sufficient 
strength to bear our weight. The mate and I resolved 

, to maKe the experiment. We set off imm~(liately, and 
proecf,(}inl2; a few m;les arrivf'd at the mouth of a river, 
bordered by a sandy beach, "here we. mi!:fit have pre
laerv(;d our boa! and !;,ed u.uch less uncomfortably, had 
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OUl" goocl fortune at first conduded us thitlrer. rrhis dis
covery, while it occasioned regret did not tend to in
crease our hopes. It was;· indeed; easy to penetrate in
to the woods, hut could we wander at random in a sav
age country, in quest flf an· inhabited district 1 How 
were we to direct OUI' course through the black gloom of 
the forest 1 and above all, how were we to get along 
through the snow, with which the earth was covered t@ 
the height of six feet, and which migllt be meHed by the' 
first ihaw 1 

After consulting, together on the suhject of our return, 
it was agr€e,llhat we had no other resourcethan to earl'y 
on our baeks the rel!lail1der of om' provisions and useful 
effectl', and to procted along the coast, where it was 
most natural to expect to find any families of fishermen 
or savages .. The weather still seemed inclined to frost, 
and the wind having swept into, the sea the ~I'eatest pal'£ 
of the snow which covered the ice upon the coast, we 
flattered ourselves. that we should walk ten miles a day 
ever. in the state of languor and debility into which lye 

had fallen. 
This res oM ion being unanimously adopted we had 

SOOIl completed the necessary preparations. We intend
ed to set off on the ))loming of the 24th, but ill the 
night which pl'ebeded, it the wind suddenly shifted to the 
.southeast, accompanied with heavy rain; so that in & 

few hours, this crust of snow, which. the day before ap.
peare.:! so solid, was entirely dissolved, and the ice de
ta.{'hed from the shoree Vic had·now no way of escap
in!; froll'l this, disashous shore on whieh we were confin
C(f. Dming these painful: refie.ction8' our. {'yes were 
direded towards thc boat, which W~ had frequently 
been tempte~ i~, BI1enk up, iu':order t<iI supply om fire, as 
we conk!. not. expect t'O render' bee serv.icellble' ag"in. 
"We .stm haft tow- sufficient t;..~, stop tlle' (u!evices, but th~ 
balsam of Canada, hacl. bltel!; totaH", exha:tlsted by OUf 

daily ,repairs, awl we w:@re' urulbie.to'clJ>nllrh~e, auiY sub-: 
stitute fol' it. 

The frost, how(!'V'er, reillmredi the next, day. It~ B.a" 
:vel'ity caused me, during the night, to conceive an idea, 
which I haste-ned to put in execution, as soon as daylight 
appeurerl, 'This was to pour wntcr upDn, the tow willi 
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l'l'hich the crevices were filled, and to let it freeze Iik€a 
coating, to a certain thickness. My companions laughed 
at my scheme, and could not wilhout reluctance, be pre
"\< :tiled upon to assist me. But this simple method suc
ceeded beyond my hopes; all the apertures were so well 
closed, that they were at length convinced that no water 
could penetrate through them, as long as the frost con
tinlled b be f'fJuany severe, 

We marie a successful t:'ial of it on ihe 27th. Though 
the I)o;,t hat! become heavy amI difficult to be managed, 
by the quantity of ice with which it was covered, yet, in 
the course of the day she proceeJed twelve miles from 
the place of our departure. 'I'his newscrvice rendered 
her more valuable in our eyes, and we took ('are to re
move her on out' oars tf} a place more favorable to hel' 
security. A thick rore~t, situated near the :,pot, afforded 
11S tl\'O advantages, of which we had been deprived for 
so many nights; a slight shelter against the piercing wind, 
antI an abundance of wood to keep lip a great firf', which 
warmed liS while ',ve slept. 'rhis twofold enpyment was 
fa us the height of pleasure. Our stock of timler being 
almost consumed, I W:18 obliged to renew it by burning a 
piece of my shirt, the eame that I had worn ever since· 
the I: .. "s of my effects. 

'I'he ful!cJllfng day a deluge of rain unforlnnately melt· 
cd all the ke fmm our bont, and we had the mt'rtifiea
tioll to lose tLe advanta;;e (,f a fine day, which might 
probably h:tve forwarded us scn:rlll ,.:ill'S on our way., 
"\Ve resolved to wait the retU\'n of the frost, am) what 
augmented our impatience and regret, w;;s, that 0111-
pl'oyi,ions \';erenolV teduced to two poamls and aa half 
of beef to each Pllan. ; 

The fl'ost not rdllrnirig till the. afternoon of the 29th, 
the uday unavoidably' occasioned by our pre{Jarations 
prevented us from proceeding aoov'e seven miles before 
lIight. The (,ueceeding t!;IY a very heavy gale, which 
sUl'pl'ized us at the beginlling of our ~oute; obliged U'3 to 
land befi)('e Ire had gone' nWfe than two leagues. The 
thaw kt':.t us on shore till t~e fIny after 1he next, the hit 
of February, when an 'intellse frost afforded us an oppor
tunHy of repairing our uoat. But the pieces of floatin~ 
iee ~vere so lfl.l':;e, that they constantlr employed one ~,-r 
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liS to break them with a pole; and it was not without the 
most fatiguing exertions that we proceeded the miles 
before the close of day. 

Our navigation lVas more fortunate on the 3d. The 
wind blew in a direc1ion as favorahle as we could wi~h. 
Though' the boat made some water, which ewployed 
part of our hands in bailing out, we, at first, r,·n fOllr 
miles an hour with the assistance of our oars, and soon 
afterwards five with our only sail. About two o'clock 
in the afternoon, we were fuII in view of an elevated 
cape, which we calculated to be only three Jl:'agnes off. 
But its prodigious height deceived us with regard to its 
distanctj; for it was almost dark before we reached it. 
After doubling it, our course took a different direc1ion 
from what it had done, so that we were obliged to low
er our sail and to take to our oars. 'l'he wind then be
gan to blow from the shore. Our efforts to make head 
against it were very feeble, and had it not been for a cur
r:ent from the northeast, which assisted us to make .ome 
opposition, we should have run the risk of being carried 
j'I'I'ecoverably into the open sea. 

The coast being lined with rocks, was here too dan
gerous to attempt to land; we were obliged to row along 
the rocks, amidst a thousand dangers, in the J.rk, till 
five o'clock in. the morning. Being then incapable, 
from our exhausted state, of any lone;er exertion, our 
eyes were shut to the dangers of landill!!;, anr! heaven 
crolVned our attempt with success, without any olher 
accident thap having our hoat thrown, half full of waier, 
upon the shore. 'rhe beginning of the \\ood was at no 
great distance, yet we had great diffieuJty to crawl 
to it, and make a fire to thaw our Iimhs and dry our 
clothes. 

Such was the drowsiness into whi('h fatigue and watch
ing had plunged liS, that it was impossible to refrain 
from sleep when our fire began to light. 'Ve ,'ne ob
liged to rouse each other alternately, in order to keep it 
up, fear'ing lest it should go out while we were all to
gether asleep, and we ShollldJ.:1e frozen to death in this 
J.ethllrgic state. 

,When I awoke I bad occru:ion to convince myself,' by 
the observa.tion which I made on the shore, 'l~ t1'e 
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truth of what I had suspected by the way, namely, that 
~he elevated .point of land . which we had justdoub
led, was Cape North, ill the island of Cape Breton, 
which, Cape Roi, on the island of _Newfoundland, marks 
tlle entrance of the gulf of St. Laurence. 

'rhe pleasing certainty that we were on an inhahited 
island woultl hJ.ve flattered us with the hope of at last 
meetin:.!; with assistance, by continuing our voyage, if 
we had had any thing to slibsist upon during the 
time that it might last. Our provisions were nearly ex
hausted, and this prospect filled us with despair, Noth
;:1g but ideas of a speedy death, or the most horrible 
weans of defering it, presented ther.Jselves to our minds, 
\Vhen we east OUI' eyes upon one another, eaoh seemed 
re;1dy to point out the victim whom it was necessary to 
·1!8critice to the hunger of his executioners. Some of 
11~ had already agl'eed to commit the selection of the 
object to the blind decision of the lot. Fortunately the 
execution of tlus dreadful design was deferred till the 
last extremity. 

'While my {:ompanions were employed in clearing the 
boat (.f the ,and with which the tide had filled her, and 
in stopping the crevices, by pouring water upon the tow, 
and leaving it to freeze, I wttlked along the shore \lith 
the mate, inquest of oysters, of which ·we perceintl a 
gl'eat quantity of sheHs scattered up and down, Unfor
tunately nOlle of them wel'e full. VI' e should have con
sidt'!'cd it the height of good fortUlle to have JIIet with 
some carcases of wild beasts half devoured by birds of 
,prey; but all t11('se we I·e now buried under the snow; 
there w~s lIothill!! til:- t could afford us even the vilest 
food. It was not' sufficient that fate should have thrown 
us upou 8 desert coast, iJut, to crown our miel'Y, it flad 
chosen the most dreadful season, when llot only the 
earth refused its productions for our subsistence, but 
likewise when the animals inhabitin2; the two elpu;ents 
which nourish mankind had flen to theil· retreats, to pre
serve themselvc3 from the intense coid, which desolates 
these inho5!,itable climatc'l. 

I should be afraid io c"cite too "ainful.seIl8ations in 
those minrls which our si(uati'~n, till !h~ present mOllJent, 
has iC'.E;Jiw! with tentle:- cotnpBSsioll, if: I WCl."C to pBi;nt 
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ill all their horror, tbe miseries we had to suffer tIll ring 
the following days. Reduced for our only nourishment 
to dry fruits of sweet-hrier, dug up from beneath the 
snow, and a!:ew tallow candles, which we had reserv
ed for a Jast resource; oppressed wi .. :1 fatigue at the least, 
exertion; checked in our navigation by the ice, tbe rain, . 
or tbe winds ; sometimes animated Witll a faint hope to 
be Jl!unged soon aftel·wards in the abyss of despair; 
overlVhebned with the painful sensations of aU these dis
tresses, combined to crush us with theil· insupportable 
weight every moment, both of the day and of the night; 
such was our .state till the 17th, when completely ex
hausted, we landed for the last time. resolved to perish 
on the spot, if heaven should not send us some unex
pected relief, To place our boat in safety on the beach 
would have been an undertaking too far beyond our 
power. She was abandoned to the fury of the waves, 
afler we had sorrowfully tak.en out OUI· implements awl 
sail, which served to covcr us. Our first efforts were 
employed in clearing the snow from the spot we had 
fixed upon, to raise it all round in a sloping direction, 
for the pm'pose of fixing in it branches of trees, intend
ed to lorm a iOhelter; lastly, in cuiting and piling as 
much wood as possible to keep up our fire, fearing lest 
'we should soon be unable to use our instruments, 

A few handfnls of hips, boiled in snow watel', werl', 
during the first days, the sole support of our miserable 
lives. 'l'hese began to fail us, and we thought ourselves 
fortunate in being able to supply their place with the 
marine plants which grew along the shore. After boil· 
ing them sevel·a} hours, during which they lost little of 
their hardness, I put into the liquor one of the only hv() 
candles we had left. This diogusting broth, and the 
tough plants, at, first appeased our hunger, but in a few 
moments we were seized with a terrible reaching, \vith
out having sufficient force to be able to clear our stom. 
neils, 'l'his crisis Iast~d about four hours, after which we 
were somewhat relieveJ, but feU into a state of absolute 
dchility. • 

,~-e were, however, obliged the next day to have 
rec(,ul'se tt) the same nourishment, which operat~d as 
hd:Jl'e, only with rather less l'iolence; fur this pUl1)ose 

N 
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\'. e had usru our last candle. We were compelled, fot 
1h,"~e days, to be contented with the hard tough plants, 
lVIIICh made us reach every mouthful we took. At the 
-same time our legs began to swell, and our whole boll
ies became so bloated, that notwithstanding the' litlle 
fie-h we had left; our fingers, with the smallest pressure 
;lpon our skin, sunk to the depth of an inch, and the 
ifUpi'es!<ion remained an hour afterwards. Our eyes ap
peared as if buried in deep cavities. Benumbed by the 
internal dissolution of our blood, and by the intense 
cold we endm'ed, we had scarcely strength to crawl, by 
1 nflls, a,nd revive our dmost extinguished fire, or to 
<.:olled a few branches scattere'd upon the snow. 

It was then that the remembrance of my father, 
,\ hich llad attended me amidst the greatest danger.-, 
(Olllbined with the idea of my delltb to fill my heart 
with unusual emotion. I represented to myself that ten
der parent, at first uneasy on my account, anxiously ex
l'ectin~ to hear from me; afterwards overwhelmed with 
~rief at seeing the time elapse without receiving any ill
telligence ; alllI at la.t condemned to bewail the loss of 
llis s~Jn, during all the days of his old age. I wept my
seif at the tholJght of dying so far from his embrace, 
\';ilhout receiving his last benediction. These affecting 
ideas, interrupted by the groans uttered al'oulld m~1 
Yic;'e succeeded by uarbarous projects, with which the 
l1atural bstinct of life inspired me to support. The 
wTetrhed companions 'of my misfortune, whose exer
tions had hitherto assisted me, now appeared only to be 
a prey to satisfy my Im11ger ; and I read the same senti
'llents in their greedy looks. 

I know not whither these f-erGllious dispositions wou'M 
have led us, when suddenly the accents of a human 
,'oke were heard in the forest. At the same instant we 
tliscovered two Indians, armed with muskets, who 
.lid not appear to hate yet perceived U;;;, This slIdtlel' 
;,ppeaiUllce ;'evil'in; our courage, gave us strength to 
rise anl1 ad\-ance towards them with all the despatch we 
were able, 

As soon as they saw uS they stopped, as if their fee: 
'had been nailed to tl.Je ground. 'rhey looked steadfastly 
:'\t I:", motiollk,s ",jlh ~urprizc ~nd hOIT"r p,.o;,It·f 



JlC astcrnishment that must naturally have be('n excit{'ll 
in them at the unel\:pected meeting with six strangers in 
a desert corner of the'island, our appearance aione WII'I 

sufficient to shock the most intrepid. Our clothes 
hanging in rags, our eyes concealed by the bloClteli prom
i-nence of our livid cheeks, the- monstrous bntk to whidl 
all our limbs were swelled, OUi" long ami shag:gy beanIe, 
our hair fl'owing in di .. cmler dow!1 our shoulders, mu~l) 
altogether, ha:;e given us It lJ'ightful appearance. Hm\" 
ever, as we advanced, a thousand- agteeaole sensatioll" 
wsre displayetl in our countenances: some shed tearf', 
antI others lauglled for joy. Though thc5e peaceable 
signs were calculated, in some degree" to move the 
fears of the I~(lians, they did not, yet manifest the 
least inclination to approach us, and certainly the 
disgust whicb om whole figure must have produced, 
sufficiently justified their coldness. I therefore resolv-· 
ed to advance towards him who was nearest to IDP, 

holding out one hand to him in a supplicating ah
tude. He seized it and gave it a hearty shake, which'is 
the mode of salutation usual among these snvages. 

'.fhey then began to manifest SOnle marIn of com
passion. I made a sign to them to come oo-wards our 
fire; they accompanied us in silence, and sat do"ivn neal' 
us. One of them, who spoke bad French, begged us, 
in ~hat language, to inform them whence we camE', and 
what accident had com!ucted us to that spot. I hasten
ed to give him as brief an ac(',onnt as pos5!i);le cf the 
misfortunes and sufferings we had experienced, As' he 
seemed to be deeply affected by my narrativc, J asked 
him if he could furnish us wUh any provisions. He re
'Plied in the affirmative; but seeing that our fire was :::l. 
most Qut, he rose abruptly and seized om hatchet, at. 
which he looke.d, for, a m~me,lIt smiling, as I imagincli, 
at the bad conditIon m which It was. He threw it dml'1l 
with a look oj' disdain, and took that whieh was by hi.; 
side. In a moment he hlld cut a great quantity, of 
br£'tIlches, which he threw up6n our fire ; he then tonk 
up his, musket, ~llll without saying a word, went away 
with hiS compamon. 

Such a sudden retreat might have given unctsiness [0 
persons unaequainted with the humor of the Indians ; 
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},ut I knew that these people seldom spf'ak hut wlwn 
I,hey sec:tn absolute necessity for it. I (lid not, there
iore, doubt but that they were gone to feteh us prol'is
inns, and assured myalal'med comrades that we should 
I1nt be long before we SilW them again. NotwithstaDlI
il;g the distress in which we were for food, hunger was 
1101, at least with mc, the most pre>sing want. 'rhe 
good fire which the savages had mafic, crowned, at that 
!:lament, all my desh'es, ha"ing passed so many days of 
suffcriJJg;, fl'Om intense cold, near the feeble flame of 
OUi' miserable fire. 

'l'hree Iwurs had elapsed since the departure of the 
Indians, and my aillicte.1 companions began to lose all 
hope of seeing them again, when we perceived them 
l.urning a projecting point of land, and rowing towards 
1:8 in a canoe of barl;:, They soon came on 
chore, bringing a large piece of smoaked vellison, and 
;l Itladder filled with fish oil. They boiled t.he meat jn 
( . " iron pot with snow water, and when it was dressed 
they took care to distribute it amongst us in very small 
fi'lanlities, with a little oil, to prevent the dangerous con
sequence's which ~night have resulted from our voracity 
i '\ the debilitated state to which our stomachs were 
,cduced. 

'rhis light rcpast being Ol'C'f, t1H'Y made me f'mbark 
with two of my companions in their canol', which was 
t)O small to take us aU at onee, \Ve were received 
1!{lC)n l!ll1,iin~ by three India)!s and a ()ozen women 
11' clliltlrrfl, who were waiting for us on the shorc. 
"While thosc in the ('nnoe retUl'ned to fetch the rest of 
(;111' eompany, the othc;'s led us towards their huts or 
'I ;g:\\'ums, three in number, constructell for the same 
number of families, at the entl'ance of the forest. We 
v.-ere trca(cd by these good people with the Idndest hos
pitality; tl)('y made us swallow a kind of hroth, but 
would no perInit us, notwithstanding our intreatirs, 
to eat mcat, or to take any other too substantial nour-
i~!J;nent. ' 

I felt the sincerest joy when the canoe returned with 
our three companions. Upon finding ourselves together, 
mnong these f,n'a~es, after only such a short separation, 
.\re felt thl' s('nsatiom thut arc ('xperienecJ by frienrl~ 
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from infancy, who, after having long sighed remote from 
each other, at length, find one another again inJthe bo
som of their native land. The hut appeared to us the 
abode 'of bliss. 1'he transports to which we gave way, 
interested in our favor a very old woman, who testified 
great curiosity to hear om" adventures. I gave a more 
circumstantial detail than before to the Indian who un
derstood Prench,' aml he r~ndered it ipto his language 
for the others. In the course of my narrative I had 
occasion to observe, that the women were deeply affect
ell by it, and grounded on this impressio)l the hope of 
favorable treatment during our stay. 

Mter hl\.ving satisfied the most pressing wants, om
thoughts were, turned towal"ds the unfortunate com
I'odes, whom we, hal! left behind at the place of our 
shipwl·eck. 'rite distl'ess to which we had been so -neal' 
falling vi-cti)ns. made me fear that their fate had been still 
~ore wretched,. However, if but one of them surviv
ed I was determi,ued to omit no exertion to save him. 
l end!,!avored to describe to the savages, as well as 1 
was able, the quarter of the island, on which we had 
been cagt, and inquired whether -it was not possible to 
semI thither some relief. ' 

1'0 the d~scription I gave of the course of the neigh. 
bOf!ng river, and of, a sm~J1 island to be seen at a little 
distance from its mouth, they replied that they 'were 
pirfecUY acquainted with the spot, that it was about one 
hufidr,ed Ihiles to ii, by very difficult 'ways through Hie 
woods; that they must cross rivers and ,mountains to 
arrive at it, and it they undertook the joumey they 
must expect some compensation for their, fatigues. It 
would have been unreasonable to require them to sus
.pend theirhuntjng, their or.~y 'means of supporting their 
wives and children, to undertake' the toilsome excursion 
purely from a motive of benevolence -towards stran
gers. As to their account of the distance of the place 
where we were wrecked, i1: did not IIppear ~:xag~'erateiJ, 
since I, computed, by my own, calculations,that our 
course along the s~ore cQIoItd not have beeD less than Olill 

hundl'cu and fifty miles. , 
I then t0111 them what it had not before come into my 

roir.u to menlion, that I had money, amI iJIat if it was 
'T .> .L"I .... 
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of any value in their eyes, I would employ part to pay 
them for their trouble. 'l'hey seemed perfectly sali,liNt 
with the proposal, and asked to see my purse; I took it 
from my servant and shewed them the guineas whieh it 
contained. At the sight of the golt! I observeU ill their 
countenances sensations whid1 I should never have ex
pected to mept with among a savllg~ people; the women 
in particular eyell it with exll'eme avidity; and when I 
had presented each of them with a guinea, lhey set up a 
loud laugh, that hein,g the way in whkh the Indians ex
press extraordinary emotions of joy. 

However exorbitant their pretentions might he, I lIe
; '~l'mined to spare nothing to save my countrymen, if 
any of them were still ali ,-e. 'We, therefore, conelurlcd 
an agreement, hy which they mp;red to depart the foJ.. 
"Hving dity, amI I "as to gh-e them twenty-five guineas 
before they set off, and the same sum upon their return. 
l'hx::y ill1Jncdiately fell to work to make shoes fit for 
walking upon the snow, both for tlH'mselves and OUl' 

;;eamen, whom they were to bring hack. E&rly the 
llext moming they departed, after receh-ing the stipulat
e,] 81U1, 

Fro~ the JJ101;~en( the selvages saw gold in my :)OS

ses"io;J, wy situation IOfot r.1l the charms which it owed 
to their hospitality. ']'hey became as rl!pacious as they 
had !)cfore bcen generous, requiring ten timcs the value 
of the smallest articles "illl \\hich they furnished my 
compani::>ns Ilnd me. I WIlS fearful teo Ie!'t this exccs
f-ive passion for money, which they had contracted from 
their intercourse v,ith the Europeans, should impel thcm 
10 rob us, aUllleave vs in the same deplorable situation 
from which we had been rescued by lheir assistance. 
The ollly motive on which I grounded the hope of more 
humm,c treatment was the reEgion they hat! emhraced, 
having been converted to chl'isfirmity by the Prellch 
Jesuits before this island was ('roed to us together with 
Canada. '1'hey shewed the strongest attachment to 
tllt';r new faith, and frequently stunned ns in the eye· 
ning hy their doll'ful psalmody.' I\Ty scr',-ant -,vas a par
lielll'll' fayorite with them all, lh'~r.n'·'_; L.ein:; R Irish 
C,:tholic, he joinr·J their pr"y~t'.c, it,G ')l he Uid lJct 
mHff'l'~Iu.nd a Ein:)e ~',ortl of th·,;;-:. 1 much U01_:I.'t 
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\\hethel' they themselves could understand them, for 
their singing, or rather shouting, was a confused jargon, 
composed of bad French and their sava!';€ idiom, with 
a few Latin phrases which they had learned froill their 
missionaries. 

\Ve were many days berJre we rccoycred our strength, 
or were capable of digesting any substantial food. The 
only nourishment the Indians could procure us was elk's 
flesh and seal-oB, upon which they live entirely during the 
hunting season. 

Though the remembrance of so many past miseries 
caused us to bless the change in oul' 8ituation, and re
conciled us to our residence among the savages, yet I 
felt very anxious to leave them, on account of the drs
patehes with which I had been intrusted, and which 
might be of the greatest importance to the public ser
vice; and the more, as I could not be ignorant that the 
duplicate was lost in the wreci( of the brig. But I was 
still so weak, that, for some time, I found it impossible 
to take the le:!st exercise, and experienced, as well as 
the companior;s of my misfortunes, how difficult it 
is to recover from sucll a rude attack uJlon the con
stitution. 

After an aj'''!'l'CC of about a r:lrtnight, the Indians 
retumed with three of our people, heing all lha.t death 
had spared 'out of the eight persons whom I Jt:ad left 
he!:imlat the llllt. They informed us, that after con~ 
suming all their provisions, they had subsisted several 
clays on tbe skin of the elk which we had disdained to 
share with them; that the latter resource being exhaust
ell, three had died of hunger, nnd that tbe others had 
been reduced to the horrible necessity of feeding on the 
clead bodies till the arrival of the Indians; that one of 
,he fiyc dlO Tcmaine(l had given way with so much 
imprUilence to his voracity, lhat he ditd in a lew homs, 
amidst, inexpressible torments; and that another had 
1l('('itleuta!ly killed l:imself in handling the arms of one 
of the savages. Thus our company, consisting at first 
of nineteen perwns, \"'''.:; J'{'{meed to nine; and I won
cler, \\'11eJ\~v,'r I thin~{ of it, Ih1:1 a f.in,de inrlh'idual cs
cllj1cd, aftu :-';j-,j~;; blll 10 COIltend, h-:- th~ SP&~C or 
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three months, with all the complicated hardships of colll, 
hunger, and fatigue, 

Our impaired strength kept liS in the dismal place a 
fOl'tnight longer, during which I was ouliged, as he fore, 
to pay the most exorbitant price for our food and OUI' 

smallest wants. At the end of that time, fiIiding my 
health somewhat re-established, and my purse almost 
empty, I conceived myself obliged to sacrifice my pel" 
801411 comfort to my duty to the service, and resolved 
to proceed with my depatches to General Clinton, with 
all possible expedition, though this, of all the seasons of 
the year, was the least pl'oper for travelling. I there· 
fore hired two Indians to take me to Halifax for forty 
guineas, which I engaged to pay them upon my arrival 
there. I farther took upon myself to furnish them ·by 
the way with every kind of provisions, and suitahle reo 
freslnnents, in the inhabited parts through which we 
might pass, Some of the othedndians were to conduct 
the rest of our company to a settlement all a E:panish 
river', where they were to remain till the spring to wait 
fa l' an o!-,portunity of proceeding to Halifa.x by sea. Ifur
ni~hed the captain with all the money necessary for his 
subsistence, amI that of bis men, for which 'he gave me 
a bill on his owner at New-York. The laUer was not 
ashamed to reftlse to pay it, under the pretext, that as the 
ship was lost, neither the captain nor the (;i'eW could 
have any claim upon him, 

I set off on the 2d of April, accompanied by two In
dians, my sf·n·ant, aml 1\11', Winslow, a young passen
ger in our ship, and one' of the three survivers at the 
hut. We each carried with us four pair of Indian shoes, 
a pail' of snow shots, and provisions for a fortnight. 
We Rrrived that evening at a place, called by the Eng
lish' Broad Oar, where a snow-storm detained us the 
whole of the following day. We set off again on the 
4th, and after a march of about fifteen miles aflived on 
the banks of a beautiful salt-water lake, called the lake 
of 8t. Peter, one end of which communicates with th(' 
sea, Here we met with two Indian families that were 
?o:np; a hunting. I purchased a/' them, for foUl' ,!;uineas, 
a IJ1\rk canoe, which my 2;Jidcs informed me wou~ltl very 
often be neces3:'.ry :')f cr'o~s:n~ certain p21'tS cf ~}:(: lak~ 
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thnt are never frozen. As in other parts we should 
have to lra,'cl up OIl the ice, I was likewise obliged to 
buy (1',-0 sledges to place the boat upon, and to dl'awit 
aftcr us. 

Having enjoyed two days repose, and procuring a 
fresh supply or provisions, we resumed our march on 
the 7th, proceeding several miles along the bank of 
the lake; but the ice being bad, we were obliged to quit 
that route and take Ilnother through the woods. The 
snow was there six feet deep; a'thllw, accompanied 
with raiD, which came on the next day, rendered it so 
soft that it Wi'S no longer possible to walk upon its sur
face. We were, therefore, obligea to stop, A large 
fire, a commodiGus wigwam, and abundance of provis
ions, assisted us to endure this disagreeable delay, with
out entirely dissipating our inquit'tudes. 'l'he winter 
was too far advanceil for us to hope to travel much long
er upon the snow, without the accidental return of the 
frost; and should it not return again, the only thing we 
could do, was to wait till the lake should be t'ntirely. 
cleared of the ice, and thus we might be detained a 
furtnight or three weeks longer. In this case our situation 
was likely to become as unfortunate as that to which we 
had been reduced by onr shipwreck, excepting that 
the weaiher was less severe, thnt we were rather bette!' 
!"upplied with provisions, and had at least arms to recruit 
our stock. 

The frost fortunately retUl'ed on the 12th, anll we 
resolved to take advantage of it the next day. We 
that day proceeded six leagues, sometime'S on floating 
ice, and sometimes in the eanoe. On thc 14th our pro
visions being almost consumed, I proposed to go in pur
suit of game, which appeared to abound in this district. 
'l'he wvages,in general, t16!nk only on the wants of the 
day, without troubling thMnselves about tbose or the 
morrow. This foresight might, however, han proved' 
nry e~sential, sinc~ a sudden thaw might have pre
vented us from going out. I went into the woods with 
one of my guides, I'.nd we soon tliscovered the traces 
of an elk, which my Imlian killed after an hours's pur
suit. He opened him with much dexterity, caught the 
hlood in a blauder, nnd cut 11[1 the. body into large 
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quarters, part of which we carriel] on our shouhlers :" 
the canoe, sending the other Indian, my sernnt, and 
1\-Ir. Winslow for the remainder. 'l'his expedition pro
cured us a sufficient stock of provisions to remove any 
apprehension of want, even in case a sudded thaw pre
vented us from continuing oU!' route on the lake, or in 
the woods. 

We depart.ed early in the morning of the 15th, and 
that day went six leagues, .which so diminished our 
strength, alreadly exhausted by long hardships, that it 
was impossible to proceed the next day. We were 
detained by fatigue till the I ath, when we resumed onr 
journey in the same ,manner, that is, partly on the float. 
ing ice, and partly in the canoe, in those places where the 
lake was not frozen. 

I. then had an opportunity to notice the beauties (If 
Hle lake, one of the finest that I have seen in America, 
thou!!;h the season was not <oalculated to shew it to ath 
vantage. It is covered with an infinite numbfr of small 
islam\;, dispersed over its surface, which gave it a gre.at 
resemblance to the celebrated lake of Killarney, anil tho 
other fresh-water lakes of Ireland. No settlement has 
ever bf'en made Oli these islands, though the soil ap
pears f"rtik, amI the residence upon them would be 
delightful in Stimmel', were it possible to procure fresh
water, of which they are entirdy destitute; aDll 

this is doubtles3 the reason why they are not in
habite(l. 

If the ice of the lake had been uninterrupted, and 
more solid,· we should have saved much time and b'oublc 
by procee~jll~ direetJy from point to point, from ono 
hland to another, instead of being obliged to make a 
long circuit at every bay we came to. 

On thc 20th we arrived at St. Peter's, a place where 
there is a settlement of a few English and :f'rench fami
li.·s. I am bound in gratitude to mak41 mention here of 
}\fr. Cavana~'h, an English Il1Prchllnt, who received u~ 
with every kind of civility, and who, bcin(!; informed of 
my misfortunes, had the confidellce to advance me two 
hundred pounds sterlin~, for a bill of exchange which I 
gave him on my father, thr)l;;?;h our name was utterly 
unlmown to him. 
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At 8t. Peter'!! I should have hired a fishing-boat to 
repair to Halifax, but for the apprehension of falling into 
t1w hands of the American privateers, with whieh those 
seas were then infested. 'l"he lake being in this place 
,separated from the sea by a forest about a mile broad, 
we had only to drag our canoe that distance, in order to 
reach the coast and embark. After stopping the follow
.jng days in different places of little consequence, we 
arrived on the 25th at N arrashoe, where we were receiy
ed with the same hospitality as at 8t. Peter's. We left 
it on the 26th, in O].lr canoe, to repair to Isle Madame, 
.,ituated about the middle of the streights of Canceau, 
which separate Cape Breton from Nova Scotia; but at 
the point of that island we discovered such a prodigious 
(IUantity of floating ice, that it would have been the 
height or imprudence to venture our feeble bark among 
it. \Ve therefore returped to NarI'ashoe, where I hir
\·d a vessel capable of resisting its violence. I ordered 
the c·anoe to be taken on board, and on the 27th, with 
.(be assistance of the most favorable wind, we crossett 
the Streights in three hours, and landed at Canceau, 
which gives name to them. At length, aftel' a naviga
tion of ten days along ~he coast, our canoe brought us in 
safety into the harbor of Halifax. 

The Indians having received the sum we had agreed 
,upon, and the presents with which I endeavored to sat
hfy my gratitude towards those to whom lowed the 
preservation of my life, left us in II few days to return 
to tqeir island. As I was obliged to wait a considerable 
'time longer for a vessel, I hud, during that interval, the 
satisfaction to be joined by my companions in l!li8for
tune, whom the other Indians had undertaken to COIl

duct by Spanish River. At last, after waiting two 
{l10~ht3, ~ embarked in the ship called the Royal Oak, 
and arrived at New-York, where I delivered my dis
patches to General Clinton ie a very tattered ".)r;(\itirH! 
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THE LOSS UIo' 

HIS MAJESTY's SHIP CEN'rAUR, 

O~' SEVENTy-FoUR GUNS, SEPTEllBER 23,1782; 

pll1d the .1lirawlous Preservation of the Pinnace, n'ilh the 

Captain, Master, and Ten f!f the Crew. 

(By fJaptain 11lgltjicld.) 

AF'l'ER the decisive,eiigagment in the West-In
.dies, on the glorious ] 2th of April, ] 782, ,,,hen the 
}<'J'ench .fleet undcl' Count de Grasse was defeated by 
Admiral Sir George Rodney, several of the captul'cd 
ships, besides many othcl's, were either I(lst or disableil; 
on their homeward bound passage, with a large convoy, 
Among those lost was the Centaur of Sewnty four guns, 
whose commander, Captain Inglefield, witb the master 
and ten of the cre,v, experienced a most providential 
('scape fCOIn the general fate, . 

'rhe captain's narl'atin' affords the. best explana:ion of 
the mallner alll\ means by which this ~ignal deii\'erance 
was effected. 'rhose only who are personally involved 
in such a calamity c·an describe their sensations with 
full energy, and furnish, in such detail, those trajts of 
the heart which never fail to interest. 

The Centaur (says Captain In!!;lctielt\) Idt Jamaica in 
rather a leaky coudition, kel"ping two hand-pumps going, 
ami when it hlew fre&h, somdimes a spell with a 
chain-pump \',-;\S necessary. But I had no apiH'ehension 
that the ship was 110t al'le to ec.c~ un~J'l a COI:.mon ga!,' 
of wint!. 
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In the evening of the 16th of September, '~'hen the re,lal 
gale came on, the ship was prepared for the worst weath
er usually met in those latilndps, the main-saillVas reef
ed aud set, the top-gallant masts struck, and the mizen
yard lowered dmm, thOll!!"h at that time it did not b~ow 
very strong. 'l'owanls midnight it blew a gale of wwd, 
and the ship made so mud, water that I was obliged to 
turn all hands up to spdl (he pumps. The leak still in
c,!"easing, I had thou:;;hts to try the ship before the se3,. 
Happy I should have been, perhaps, had I - in this been 
determined. 'I'he impropriety of leaving the COiWOY. 

except in the last extremity, and the hopes of the weath
er growing moderate, weighed against the opinion that it 
was light. 

About _two in the morning the wind lulled, and we 
flattered ourselves the g:t!e was breaking. Soon after 
we had much thunuel" and lightnlllg from the south-cast, 
v,:ii>th rain, when it began to blo\V;.SlrOllg in gusts of "wind, 
which obliged me to haul Ule' main-sail up, tile ship be
ing then under ban~ H..ol~,. This was scarcely done, 
when a gtl~t of win\l, &.<ceeding in yiolence any thing ef 
the kind I had ever seen or had any conception of, If .. ;ll 
the ship upou her beam ends. 'l'he water forsook the 
hold and appeared between decks, so as to fill [he men's 
ham:::,::ocks to leeward: the ship lay motionless, !!nd to 
all appearance irrecoverably overset. The watcr in
creasing fast, forced through tlie cells of 111e ports, and 
scuttled in the ports from the pl'(;ssme of the ship. I 
gave immediate directions to cut away the main and. 
mizen masts, hoping when the sLip righted, to wear bel'. 
'rhe mizen-mast went first, upon (~uttinc; OIle or two of 
the lanyards, without the smallest effect on the ship; 
the main-mast followed, upon cuttiug the lan:rard of one 
shroud; and I had the disappointment to see the fOI'e. 
mast and bowsprit follow. The ;,hip upon fhis il.;medi
ately righted, but with great viuienct'.; ami the wulion 
was so quick, that it was difficult fur Hw people to work 
t'le pumps. Three guns broke loose upon tile main-
deck, and it was s.)me time before they were sccured. 
8cvc;al m~n being ma!Illf'd in this dteu,pt, every zn,ove
f.b!e was dcstrnyed, either (('I)m the shot thrown loose 
from, the lockers, or the wreck of tt.e deck. T.IF: aill:, 

0, 
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eel'S, who had left their beds naked, when the ship onl'-
521 in the morning, had not an article of clothes to 
put on, nor could their friends supply them, 

'fhe masts had not been over the sides ten minutf'8 
before I was informed the tiller had broken short in the 
rudder-head; and before the chocks could be placed, 
.the rudder itself was gone. 'fhus we were as much 
disastered as it was possible, lying at the mercy of the 
wind and sea: yet I had one comfort, that the pumps, 
if any thing, reduced the water in the hold; and as the 
morning came on (the 17th) the weather grew more 
moderate, the wind baving shifted, in the gale, to north
\n:'st. 

At day-light I saw two line of battle ships to leeward; 
one had lost her fore-mast and bowsprit, the other her 
main-mast. It was the general opinion on board the 
Centaur, that the former was the Canada, the other the 
U1ol'ieux. 'I'he Ramilies was not in sight, nor more than 
lifteen sail of merchant ships. 

About seven in the moming I saw another line of bat
tle ship ahead of us, which I soon distinguished to be the 
Ville de Paris, with all her masts standing. 1 immedi
ately. gave orders to make the signal of distress, hoist
ing the ensign on the stump of the mizen-mast, union 
downwards, and firing one of the forcastle guns. . 'I'he 
ensign biew away soon after it was hoisted, and it was 
the only one we had remaining; but I had the satisfac
tion to see the Ville de Paris wear and stand toward~ U5. 

!:::le\'eral of the merchant ships also approached us, and 
those" that could, hailed, and offered their assistance; 
IJut depending upon the King's ship, I only thanked 
thelll, desiring, if they joined A.dmiral Graves, to ac
(/uaint him of our condition. I had not the smallest 
doubt but the Ville de Paris was coming to us, 8S she 
appeared t6 us not to have suffered in the least by the 
b'torm, and having seen her wear, we knew she was un
der government of her helm: at this time also, it \V8S so 
moderate that the merchantmen ,"et their top-sails, Lut 
approaching within two miles, she passed us to wind
ward; this being observed by one of the merchant ships, 
.she ,,"ore alld caOle uuder our stern, offering to carry 
,,·/lY message to hrr. I dc.:'irrd t!l" laaskr woultl ;,[; 
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quaint Cap:~in Wilkinson that the Centam had lost he~ 
rudder, as well as her masts; that she made a great 
deal of water, and that I desired he would remain wiih. 
bel- until the weather gl·ew.moderate. I saw the mer
chantman approach aftel'wants neal' enough to speak tn 
the Ville de Paris, but I am afraicl that her condition was 
211Uf-h worse than it appeal'cd to be, as she continued up· 
on that tack. In the mean time all the quarter-dedi 
guns were thrown overboard, amI all but six, whie.h. had 
overset, off the main-deck. rrhe ship, lying in the 
trough of the se-a, labored prodigiously. I got ovel' 
one of the small anchors, with a boom and several ;w I 
carriages, veeriug out from the head-door by a large 
hawser, to keep the ship's bow to the sea; but 
this, with a top-gallant-saH upon the stump of the mizen
mast, had not the desired effect. 

As tbe evening came on it grew hazy, and blew 
strong in' squalls. We lost sight of the Ville de Paris, 
but I thought it a certainty that we should see her the 
next morning. '),he night was passed in constant labol' 
at lhe pump. Sometimes the wind lulled, and the wa
ter diminished; when it blew strong again, the sea rising, 
the water again increased. 

Towards the morning of tile 1·8th I was informc{l 
there was seven feet water upon the kelson; that one 
()f the winches was broken; that the two spare om:'" 
would not flt, antI that the hand-pumps were choked. 
These circumstances were suffiCiently alarming; but 
upon opening the after-hole!, to get some rum up for the 
people, we found our condition much more so. 

lt will be necessary to mention, that the Centaur's af
ter-holtl was inclosed by u bulk-head at the aftel' part of 
the well; .here all the dry provisions, and the ship's rum 
were stowed upon twenty chaldrons of coal, which un
fOl'tunately had been started on this part of the shir, and 
by them the pumps were continually choked. The chain
putnp~ were so much worn as to be of little use; and 
the leathers, which, bad the well been clear, woulll have 
lasted twenty days, or more, were all cOllsumcclin ei'l'ht. 
At this time it was obarel'l'ecl, that the water had n~t a 
passage to the well, for there was so . much, that it 
washed ag:linst the orlop-deck. All the rum, twenty.~ix 
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punelleOn!!; and all the provisions, of which tllere wa3 
sufficient for two months, in casks, were staved, having 
floated with violence, from side to side, until there was 
not a whole cask remaining; even the staves that were 
found upon clearing the hold, were most of them broken 
in two pieces. In the fore-hold we had a prospect .of 
perishing; should the ship swim, we had no waleI' but 
what remained in the ground tier; and over this all the 
wet provisions, and butts filled with salt-water, were 
floating, and with so much motion, that no man could 
with safety go into the hold. There was nothing left 
for us to try, but bailing with buckets at the fore-hatch
way and fish room; and twelve large c;:anvas buckets 
were immediately employed at each. On opening the 
fhn room we were so fortunate as to discover, that two 
puncheons of rum, which belonged to me, hail escaped. 
'rhey were immediately got up, and served out at 
times in dl'8ms; and had it not been for this relief, and 
some lime-juice, the people would have dropped. 

'We soon found our account in bailing; the ~pare 
plilllp had been put down the fOlc-hatchway, and a 
pump shifted to the fish room; but the motion of the 
~hip had washed the coals so small, that they had reach
t?tl every part of the ship, and the pumps were soon 
choked. However, the water by noon had considerably 
diminished by working the buckets; but there appenred 
no prospect of saving the ship, if the gale continued. 
'rhe labor was to great to hold out without water; yet 
the people worked without a murmur, and indeed with 
eheerfulness. 

At this time the weather was more moderate, aud a 
(:o:Iple of spars were got ready for shears to set up a 
jary fere·mast.; but as the eveniNg came on, the gale 
agnin increased. 'Ve had seen nothin~ this day but the 
ship that had lost her main mast, and she appeared to 
be as much in want of assistance as ourselves, having 
f:red guns of distress; and before night I was told"her 
fore-mast was gone. 

The Centaur labored so much, that I had scarcely a 
110:"; she could swim till morning. However, by great 
t>xertion of the chain pumps and bailing, we held our 
own, but our sufferings fur want of water "'ere -rc7 
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,grl'at, and many of the people could not be restrained 
froni drinking salt-water. 

At day"light (the 19th) there was no vessel in sight; 
and flashes from I!;uns having been seen in the night, we 
feared the ship wellad seen t'41 preceding (lay had foun
dered. Tmvards ten o'clock III the forenoon the weath
er grew more moderate, the watel' diminished in the 
hold; and the people were encouraged to redouble thei ... 
efforts to get the water low enough to break a cas Ie of 
fresh water out of the ground tier; amI some of the 

. most resolute of the seamen were employed in the 
attempt. At noon we succeeded with one cask, whicb, 
though little, was a seasonable relief. All the officers, 
passengers, amI boys, who were not of the profession of 
seaman, had been employed thrumming a sail; which 
was passed under the ship's bottom, and I thought it had 
some elfect. The shears ,"fere raised for the fore:mast; 
the weather. looked pI'omising; the sea fell, and at night. 
we were able to. relieve at Uie pumps. and· bailing every 
two hours. By the morning of the 20th.the fore-bolli. 
w'as cleared of the water, amI we"·had the. comfortahlo 
promise of a fine day: :u proved so, and I \vas deter
mined" to make use.of· it with ever-ypossible exertion. 
I divided the sbip~ company, with the officers attendil1~ 
them, into parties, to raise the jury fore.mast; to heave 
over the lo\ver-deck guns; to clear the wrecks of the 
fOl'e aUlI after holds; to pI'epare the. machine for steering 
the ship, and to work the pumps." By night th'J after
hold was as clear as when the ship was launcliell;fm', 
to Ollr astonishment, there was not a shovel of cO'IIs 
remaining, twenty chaldroDs having.been pumped out 
since the commencement of. the gale. W:hat I have cal~ 
led the wreck of the hold, was the· bulkhea{ls of the 
after hold, fish room, and spirit :ooms. The stunclurds 
of the cock-pit, and immense quantity of staves amI 
wdolJ, and part of the lining of' the ship, were thrown 
over-board, that if the wafer should again appear in .the 
hold, we might have no impediment in bailing. All the 
guns were overboard, the -jore-mast secured; and -the 
machine, which was to be similar to that wiLlI which the 
Ipswich was steered, was in great iOfwarduc5s; S:) 

that I was in h:),i"~, the moderate we;Hhor continuUig, 
02 
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that I should be able to steer the ship by noon the fol
lowing day, and at least save the people on some of the 
Western Islands. Had we had any other ship in compa
ny with us I should have thought it my duty to have 
quitted the Centaur this tlily. -

'l'his night the people got some rest by relieving the 
watches; but in the morning of the 21st we had the 
mortification to find that the weather again threatened, 
and by noon it biew a gale. '1'he ship labored greatly, 
and the water appeared in the fore and after-hold, and 
increased. The carpenter also informed me that the 
leathers were nearly consumed; and likewise that 
the chains of the pumps, by constant exertion, and 
the friction of the coals, were considered as nearly 
useless. 

As we had now no other resource but bailing, I gave 
onlers that scuttles should be cut through the decks to 
introduce more buckets in the hold; and all the sail
makers were employed, night and day, in making ('an
vas buckets: and the orlop·deck having fallen in on the 
larboard side, I ordered the sheet cable to be roused 
overboard. The wind at this time was at west, and 
being on the larboard tack, many schemes had been 
practiced to wear the ship, that we might drive into a 
less boisterous latitude, as well as approach the Western' 
Islands; but none succeeded: and having a weal, car
penter's crew, they were havdly sufficient to attend the 
pumps; so that we could not make any progress 
with the steering machine. Another sail had been 
thrummed and got over, but we did not find its use; 
indeed there was no prospect but in a change of weath
er. A large leak had been disc,overed and st.opt in the. 
fore-hold and another in the lady's hole, but the ship 
appeared so weak from her laboring,. that it was clear 
she could not last long. The after cock-pit had fallen 
in, the fore cock-pit the same, with all the store rooms 
down; the stern post was so loose, that as the ship roll· 
cll, the water rushed in on either side in great streams, 
which we could not stop. 

Ni~ht came on, with the same ilreary prospect as on 
the pl'eceeding, and was passed in continual efforts of 
labCJr. l\brninb came, (the 22d), without our seeing 
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tmy thing, or any change of weather, and the day was 
spent with the same struggles to keep the ship above 
water, pnmping and bailing at the hatchways and Bcut
tles. 'rowards night another of the chain pumps wa." 
rendered quite use.less, by one of the rolJers. being dis
placed at the bottom of the pump, and this was without 
remedy, there being too much water in the well to get 
to it: we also hall but six leathers remaining, so that the 
fate of the ship was not far off. StiU the labor went on 
without any apparent despair, every officer taking his 
share of it, and the people were always cheerful and 
obediant. 

During the night the water increased: bst about 
seven in the mornint of the 2Sd I _was told that an unu
sual quantity of water appeared, all at once, in the fore 
bold, which, upon my going forward· to be convinced, 
I found but too true; the stowage of the bold ground
tier was all in motion, so that in a short time there was 
not a whole cask to be seen. We were convinced the 
ship had sprung a fresh leak. Another sail had been 
thrumming all night, and I was giving directions to place 
it over the bows, when I perceived the thip settling by 
the bead, the lower deck bow·ports being even with 
the water, 

At this period the carpenter acquainted me the well 
was stayed in, destroyed by the wreck of the hold, amI 
the chain pumps displaced and totally useless. 'l'here 
was nothing left but to redouble OUI' efforts in bailing, but 
it became difficult to fill the buckets, from the quantity of 
staves, planks, anchor-stock, and yard· arm pieces, 
which were now washed from the wings, and Boating 
from side to side with the motion of the ship. The peo
ple, ~I this pedod, had labored, as if determined to con
quer their difficulties, without a murmur or without a 
tear; but now seeing their efforts useless, many of 
them burst into tears and wept like children. 

I gave orders for the anchors, of which we had two. 
remaining, to be thrown overboard, one of which, (the 
spare anchor,) had been most sllrprisingly hove in upon 
the forecastle and mid-shflJs, when the ship had been 
upon her beamends, and gone through the deck. 



Every time that I visited the hatch-way I observed 
the water increased, and at noon washed even with the 
orlo[)-deck: the carpenter assured me the ship could not 
swim long, and proposed making rafts to float the ship's 
company, whom it was not in my power to encourage 
any longer with a prospect of their safety. Some ap
peareil perfectly resigned, went to their hammocl{s and 
desired their messmates to lash them in; others were 
lashing themselves to gratings and small rafts; but the 
most predominant idea was, that of putting on their best 
and cleanest clothes. 

The weather, about noon, had been somelhinll; mode
l·ate, ami as rafts hall been mentioned by the carpenter, 
I thought it right to make the atteISpt, though I knew 
OUl· booms could not float half the ships company in tine 
weather; but we were in a situation to catch at a straw. 
I ihsrefore called the ship's company toget~r, told them 
my intention, recommcllding to them to remain r('gular 
antl ohedient to their olticers. Prepar<l_tions were imme
(!iately made to this plll·po~e; the boo:ns were cleared; 
the boats, of which we had three, viz. cutter, pinnace, 
:mu. five-oared yawl, we,·e got over the side; a bag or 
bread was ordtred to he put in each, afld any liquors 
that could be got at, forthe purpose of supplying the 
Talls. I had intended myself to go in the five-oared 
yawl, and the coxswain was. desired to get any thing 
from my steward that might be useful. Two men, cap
tains of tile tops, of the fOl·ecastle, or quarter-masters, 
were placed in each of them, to prevent any person from 
forcin:.!; !he boats, or getting into them until an arrange
ment was made. 'Vhile these preparations were mak
ing, the ship was gradually sinking, the orlop-decks hav
ing been blolVn up by the water in the hold, and the cables 
Hoated to the gun deck. The men had some time quit
cd their employment of bailing, and the ship was left 
to her fate. 

In the afternoon the weather again threatened, and 
blew strongly in squalls; the sea ran high, and one of 
the boats (the yawl) was staved :dong-side and sunk. As 
th:: cHning approached, the ship appeared little more 
than ?'llspended in water. '['here was no certainty that 
she -:;-ollltl swim from one minute to ancther; mlli 
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the love of life, which I believe never sI]ewed itself later 
in the approach to death, began now to level all distinc
tions. It was impossible, indeed, for any man to de
ceive himself with a hope of being savell upon a raft in 
such a sea; besides that, the ship ill sinking, it was 
I)robable, would 'Carry every thing down with her in a 
Tortex, to a certain distance. 

It was near five O'clock, when, coming from my 
cabin, I observed a number of people looking very :mx
iously over the side; and looking over myself, I baw 
that several men had forced the pinnace, and that more 
were attempting to get in. J had immediate thoughts of 
securing this boat before she might be sunk by numbers. 
There appeared not more than a moment for considera
tion; to remain and perish with the ship's company, to 
,vhom I could not be of use any longer, 0\' seize the 
opportunity, which seemed the only way of escaping, 
aad leave the people, with whom I,had been so well 
satisfied on a variety of occasions that I thought I conld 
givs.. my life to preserve them. This, indeed, was a 
I}ainful conflict, such as, I believe, no man can decribe, 
110r any have a just idea of WIlD has not teen in II. simI
lar situation. 

The love of life prevailed. I called to Mr. Rainy,. 
the master, the only officer upon deck, desired him to 
follow me, and immediately descended into the boat 
at tbe after part of the chains, but not without great 
difficulty got the boat clear of the ship, twice the num
ber that the boat would carry pushing to get in, and many 
jumping into the ,,'.ter Mr. Baylis, a young gentle
man fifteen years of age, leaped from the chains, after 
the boat had got off, and was taken in. The bmlt 
famng astern, became exposed t.o the sea, and we en
deavorcd to pull her bow round to keep her tQ the 
break of the sea, and to pass to windward of the slJip ; 
but in the attempt she was nearly filled, the sea ran too 
high, Bnd the only probability of living was keeping her 
before the wind. . 

It was then that I became iensible how little, if any, 
better our condition was than Ihat of those who remain
ed in the ship; at best, it appeared tn be only a prolong
ation of a miserable existence. We were, all.togeth-
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, et; twelve in nUl:nber, in a leaky boat, with one of tlie 
gunwales staved ill nearly the middle of the ,Western 
Ocean, without a compass; without quadrant, wifbQut 
sail, without great Qoat or cloak, aU very thinly clothed, 
in ~' gale of wind,witha great sea rUll1)ing! ItWA! 
now five ,~'clock in the evening, and in half an hol!I' 
we lost sight of the ship. ,Before it was dai'k a blanket 
was discovel'cd in'the boat. This W'as imtnediately'bentto 
one of the stl'E!tches, ~nd under it, as a sail"we scud\l1!1t 
all night, in expectation of being swallowed up by evety 
,wave, it ,being 'vith' great difficulty that we could' som&: 
tilI,les clear tlie'boat of the water, before the return or 
the next great sea; all of us half drowned, and sitting, 
except those who baled, at the bottom of the boat; aruf, 
without having really" perished, I am sure no people 
ever endured more. In the morning the weather'grew 
,moderate,.the wind having shifted to the southw~rd; as 
we discovered by the suD. Having survived tlie night, 
we began to recollect ourselves, and to think of our 
futm'e preservation. ' , 

When we quitted theship the wind was at N. W. or 
N. N. W: Fayal had borne E. S. E.250 or 260 leagtJes-. 
Had the wind cfli.Jti,nued for five or six days, there was 
a probability that llInning before the sea we might have 
fallen in with' some' Oile oftlie Western Islands. The 
change 9f wind was ,death to these hopes; for, should it 
come t2 'biow, we knew there would be no preserving' 
life, pul: bY.l'Unnhig before the sea, wbich would carry 
liS again to the, nOI,thwartl, where we must,·soon after
wardsperisb, 

U [lon examining what we halt to subsist on, I fouml It 

bag -of bl'ead, a small ham, a ,singl~ piece of pork, two 
quart hottles of water, and a:' few' of French cordials. 
1'he wim\. ~ontinued to the southwar4. for eight or nille 
days,;arifl"'providentiaUy never bl~w so strong but thlit 
we could keep the side of the boat to the sea: but we 
were always most miserably w~tand cold. We kept a 
sort of reckoning, but the sun and stars being some
what hidden from us, for ,twenty-four hours, we had no 
very correct idea of our navigation. We judged, that 
we had nearly an E. N. E. course since the first 
ni~hts'srun, which b(l,ll carried us to the S.' E. and 
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expected to see the island of Corvo. In this, howeve r, 
we were disappointed, and we feareu that the southerly 
wind had driven us far to the northward. Om' prayers 
'were now for a northerly wind. Our condition began 
to be truly miserable, both from hunger and cold; for 
on the fifth day we had discovered that our bread was 
nearly all spoiled by salt-water, and it was necessary to 
go on an allowance. One biscuit divided into twelve 
morsels, for breakfast, and the same for dinner; the 
neck of a bottle broken off, with the cork in, served 
for a glass, and this, filled with water, was the allow
ance for twenty-four hours for each man. This was 
done without any sort of partiality or distinction: but 
we must have perished ere this, had ,ve not caught six 
quarts of rain water; and this we could not have been 
blessed with, had we not found in the -boat a pair of 
sheets, which by accident had been put there. The8e 
were spread -when itrainad, and when thoroughly wet, 
wrung into the kidd, with which we baled the boat. 
With this short aIlowance, which was rather tantalizing 
in our comfortless condition, -we began to grow very fee
ble, and our clothes being continually wet, our bodies 
were, ,in many places, chafed into sores. 

On the J 5th day it fell calm, and soon after a breeze 
of wind sprung up from the N. N. W. and blew to a 
gale, so that ·we ran before the sea at the rate of five or 
six miles an hour under our blanket, till we judged we 
were to the southward of Payal, anJ to the westward 
60 leagues: but HIe ,wind blowing strong we could not 
attempt to steer for it. Our wishes were now for the 
wind to shift to the wp,;twal'd. This was the fifteenth 
tIay we had been in the bod, and we had only one ~lay's 
bread, amI one boUle of water remaining of a second 
supply of rain. OUI" sufferings were now as great as hu
lJlan strength could bear, but we were convinced that 
good spirits were a better support than great bodily 
strength; for on this day Thomas Matthews, quarter
master, the stouLI'st man ill the boat, perished froan hun
ger aud cold.: on the day before he had complained of 
want 01" strength in his thl'4lat, as. he expressed H, to 
5wallow his morsPl, and in the night dnmk salt-wa!lT, 
grew delh~ous) and died without a gronii. _1.s it becnme 
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next to a certainty that we should all perish in the same 
manner in a day or two, it was somewhat comfortable 
to t'elieet, that dying of hunger was not so dreadful as 
our imaginations had represented. Others had com
plained of. these symptoms in their throats; some had 
drank their own urine; and all but myself hand drank 
suit-water. 

As yet despair and gloom had been successfully pro
·hibited; aml, as the evenings closed in, the men had 
been encouraged by turns to s;ng a song, or rebte a sto
ry, ir<';tead of supper; but tljis evening I found it impos
sible to raise either. As the night came on it feli calm, 
and about midnight a breeze of wind sprang up, we guess
(;u ffOm the westward by the swell, but there not being 
a star to be seen, we were afraid of running out of our 
way, and waited impatiently for the l'isiug sun to be our 
COJUDass. 

AS soon a£ the dawn appeared, we found the wind to 
be exactly as we had wished, at W. S. W. and imme
diately spread our ~diJ, running befol'e the fica at the rate 
of four m;l<~s an h(!1lf. Our last breakfast had been 
sernd with the bread and water remaining, when John 
Gregory, quarter-master, de<!.Jarcd with mllch confhlence, 
Jiwt he saw b.nd ill the 8. E. \>\-e had so often seen 
fog· hanks, which had the appear;mce of land, that I did 
itot trust myself to believe it, and c3utionell the people 
(who were extravagantly elated,) that thp,y n~ig:ht not 
feel the effects of disappointment: till at length one of 
Ihem broke out into a most immoderate swearing, fit of 
joy, which I coultl not restrain, a!ld f.leclared 1Ie had 
1I(~ver seen land in his life if what he now saw was not 
bud. "r e immediately shaped nut' e()Ul'SP for it, thOH~h on 
my part with very little faitil. The wind f:'eshened; the 
boat went thmugh the water at tile rate of five or six 
miles un hour, and ill two hour's time the land was 
r: lainl:;r seen, hy eyer.\' man in the b'Jat, but at a very 
great dishmc", so thRt we di!.! not reach it fill ten at 
night. It must have be~l! 3t Il'pst twenty lea.gues fmm 
m: when first djsf~(}~·el'ed; ana I eamlOt. help rellllli'k
ill,?;, with much than!{fuh'lcss, the providelltial fanJi' 
sllewn to u.s in U';s in.5tallce. 
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In every part of the horizon, l'xeept where the land was 
discovered, there was so thick a haze that we could not 
have sel'n any thing for more than three or four leagues. 
Fayal, by our reckoning, bore E. by N, which course 
we were steering, and in a few hours, had not the sky 
opened for our preservation, we should have increased 
our distance from the land, got to the eastward, and of 
cou~ missed all the island. As we approached the 
land our belief had strengthened that it was FayaY. 
The island of Pico, which might have revealed it to us, 
had the weather beenperfectJy clear, was at this time 
capped with clouds, and it was some time before we 
were quite satisfied, having tr;lVersed for two hours a 
great part of the island, where the steep ami1'o.cky shore 
refused us a landing. "l'his c;rculllstance ,was horne 
with much impatience, for we had flattered ourselves 
that we should meet with fresh water at the first part 
of the land we might approacll; and being disappointed, 
the thirst of some had increased anxiety almost to a 
degree of madness; so that we were near making the 
attempt to land in some places where the hoat must 
have heen dashed to pieces by the surf. At length we 
discovered a fishing canoe, which conducted us into 
the road of Fayal about midnight; but where the re~u
tation of the port did not permit us to land till examined 
by the health officers: however, I did not thinlc much 
of sleepiQg tllis night in the boat, our pilot having 
hrought us some refreshments oJ bread, wine, and wa
!Pr. In the morning we were visited by Mr. Graham, 
the English consul, whose humane attention made very 
ample amends for the formality of the Portu~cse. 
Imleed I can never sufficiently express the Sf'TIse I have 
of his kilHllle~s amI. humanity, both to mysrlf and peo
pIe; for, I believe, it was the whole of his employ
ment for seveml days to contrive the best l1lellnS of 
restoriilg us to I,ealth and strength. It ·is {rue, I believe 
there never were more pitiable objl':ds. Some of the 
stoutest men belol1gin~ to the Ceniaur were oblige~ 
to he supported through the stre,·ts of Filyal. Mr. 
Rainy, the mas tel', mID myself, were, I think, ill better 
health tban tbe rest; 1JUt I ('oull! not walk witllOU{ being 

p 



170 L013S OF THE CENTAUR. 

i;upported; and for several days, with the best and 
most comrortable provisions afdiet and lodging, we 
grew rather worse than better. 

'FAYAL Oct. 13, 1782. 
J. N. INGLEFIELD. 

Names of the <OjJicers and men rvlw 1vere saved in 
the Pinnace. 

Captain Inglefield. 
Thomas Rainy, master. 
Robert Baylis, midshipman. 
James Clark, surgeon's mate. 
Timothy Sullivan, captain's coxswaif!. 
John Gregory, quarter· master. 

,SEAMEN. 

>Charles M'Carty . 
. Charles Flinn. 
Charles Gallohar. 
Theodore Hutchins. 
Thomas Stevenson. 

Names of the Officers left in the Ship and sup

posed.Lo have Perished. 

·LIEUTENANTS; 

John Jordan, 1st. 
John Treleven, 2d. 
George Lindsay, 3d. 
-George Scott, 4th. 
George Breton, 5th. 

John Bell, captain of marines. 
Thomas Bunter, pUCill'f. 
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Thomas Williamson, surgeon. 
'.rhomas Wood, boatswain. 
Charles Penlarick, gunner. 
Allen Woodrilf, carpenter. 

Males a1ul Jlfitbhipmeit. 

Messrs. Dobson, Warden, Hay, Everhart, l\Iinshaw~ 
Sampson, Lindsay, Chalmers, Thomas, YoUtl!i. 
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'rHE SLOOP BETSY, 

On the Coast of Dutch Guiana, August 5, 17ti6. 

PHILIP AUtllN, COJllMANDER. 

ON the 1st of August, lUiS, says Capt. Aubin, 
I set sail for Surinam, from Carlisle Bay, in the island 
of Barbadoes. lUy sloop, of about eighty tons burthen, 
was built entirely of cedar, and freighted by Messl's. 
Roscoe and Nyles, merchants of Bridgetown. 'I'he 
('argo consisted of provisions of every kind, and horses. 
'rhe Dutch colony being in want of a supply of those 
animals, passed a law that no English vessel should be 
permitted to enter 1here, if horses did not constitute 
part o/' her cargo. 'rhe Dutch were so rigid in enforc-

. ing this cOlldition, that if the horses chanced to die on 
their passage, the master of the vessel was obliged to 
preserve the eal'S and hoofs of the animals, aDd to swear 
upoll.£nterillg 1he port of Surinam, that when he em
harked they were alive, amI dest.iDed for that colony. 

'rile coasts of Surinam, Berbice, Demerara, Orolloko, 
Fnll all the adjacent parts, are low lands, and inundated 
hy large rivers, whkh discharge themselves into the sea. 
The bottom all along this coast is composed of a kind 
of lDud, or clay, in which the anchors sink to the depth 
of three or four fathoms, and upon which the keel some
times strikes without stopping the vessel. 'I'he sloop 
l;~inp.; at anchor three leagues and a half from the shore 
£11 fi ·te fathoms \l'r.l<:1', the mouth of the Demaral'a river 
be·arin!!, S. S. ·W. and it beilljl; the rainy season, my crew 
,Ire\\ I!p watel' ::'(Im the sea for their use, which was jmt 
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as sweet as good river water. The current occasioned 
by the trade winds, and the numerous riv-ers which fall 
into the sea, carried us at the rate of four miles an hour, 
towards the west and north-west. 

In the evening of the .4th of August, I was tacking 
about, between, the latitude of ten and twelves degrees 
north,with a fresh breeze, which obliged me to reef my 
sails. At midnight, finding that the wind increased, in 
proportion as the moon, then on the wane, rose above 
the.horizon, and that my bark, which. was.deeply laden, 
labored excessively, I would not retire to. rest tiJI the 
weather became more moderate. I told mymatc, whose 
name was Williams, to bring me a bottle d beer, and 
both sitting down, I upon a hen-coop, and\Vil\iams, upon 
the deek, we began to. tell stories to pass the· time, 
Recording to the custom of mariners of every country_ 
'.rhe v.(>ssel suddenly turned with her broadside to wind
war(J,: I called to one of the seamen to put tha helm 
a weather, but he rep.liedit had been so 1'0r some· ttme. 
I directed mv mate to see if the co]'(1-3. were not en
tangled: he. i~f\lrmed'me- that it nas not. At {his mo
ment the vessel swung round with her head to the sea, 
and plungeq; her bea(l filled in such a manner that she 
could not rise -above the, surf,. whi<:h broke over us to 
the height.of. the ancher. S.tOC:'5, alJ.i we were p.-es€l'~ly 
up to our necks in water; every thing in the cahin was· 
washe!l away. Some of the crew, which comisti'd of 
nine men, were drowned in their halllmoeks, without a. 
cry or groan. When the wave had passed, I took 
~the hatchet tbat was hanging up near the fire-place, to 
cut away the shrouds. to prevent the ship from upset
ting, but ill vain,. Slw upset, and turned ,overr.gaitl~ 
1\ /IJ her masts.and sails in the water; the horses roll!'(; 
one over the other aull were dro.wned. fOl'Illing.altogethe;· ' 
a most melancholy. spectaele. 

I had but one small boat, about twelve, or thil'teeli. 
fret long; she was fixed, wjth a cable coiled inside of 
her, between the pump and the side of the ship. Prov
identially for our prcservatiQn there·was no occasion to 
lash her fast; but we at this time entertained no hope or 
seeing her again, as the large cable within her, together 
with the weight of the hor~es, nnd their stalls entanglel} . 

P2. 
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one among anofher, prevented her from rising to thl: 
·'Surfac.e of the water. 

In this dt·eadfi .. d situation, holding by the shrouds, and 
stripping off my clothes, I looked round me for somt: 
plank or empt y box to preserve my life as long as it 
should please ·the Almighty, when I perceived my mate 
and two seam en hanging by a rope, and imploring God 
to receive tbdr souls. I told them that the man who 
was not resig; ned to die when it pleased his Creator to 
('.alI him out of the world was not fit to live. I advised 
them to Ullt1.j·ess as I hat! done, and to endeavor to seize 
the first o~~ect that could assist them in preserving their 
lives. Williams followr.d my' advice, stripped himself 
quite nak('d, and. betook himself to swimming, looking, 
out for w'hatever he could find. A moment aftenvar!ls 
he eriell out :-Hel'e is the boat, keel uppermost ! lim
mcdiate'iy slVam to him, and found him holding the boat 
by the keel. We then set to work to turn her, put in 
vain; at length, however, Williams, who was the heav
iest :and strongest of the two, contrived to set his feet 
agMDst (lip gunwale of the boat, laying hold of the keel 
~vith his hands, amI with a violent effort nearly succeed
ed in overturning her. I being to windward, pushed 
a.nd lifted her up with my shoulders on the opposite side. 
At length, with the assistance of the surf, we turned 
ller over, but she was full of water. I got into her, and 
~lldeavore(l by the means of a I'ope belonging to the rig
ging, to draw her to the mast of the vessel. In tha 
intervals between the waves the mast always rose ta 
the height of fifteen or twenty feet above the water. 
I passed the end of the rope fastened to the boat once 
round the head of the mast, keeping hold of the 
end; each time that the mast rose out of water, it lifted 
up both the boat and Ole; I then let go the rope, and 
by this expedient the boat was three-fourths emptied; 
but having nothing to enable me to disengage her from 
the mast and shrouds, they feU down upon me, dt'iving 
the boat and me again under water. 

After repeated attempts to empty her, in which I was 
\ cruelly wounded and hruised, I began to haul the b011t, 

filled \·,ith water, towards the ve~sel, by the shrouds; 
hut the burk bad sunk by this time to such a depth, 
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that only a small part of her stern was to be seen, upon 
which my mate and two other seamen were holding fast 
by a rope. I threw myself into the water, with the r9pe 
of the-boat in the mouth, and swam towards them to 
give them the end to lay hold of, hoping, by our united 
strength; that we should be able to haul the boat over 
the stern of the vessel; we exerted our utmost efforts, 
and at this moment I nearly had my thigh broken by a 
shock of tRe boat, being between her and the ship. 
At length we succeeded in hauling her over the stem, 
but had the mh,cortune to break a hole in her bottom in 
this manreuvre. As soon as my thigh was a little recov
ered from the blow, I jumped into her with one of the 
men, and stopped the leak with a piece of his coar~e 
shirt. It was extremely fortunate for us that this man 
did not know how to swim ; it will soon be seen what 
benefit we derived from his ignorance; had it Dot beep 
for this we must aU have perished, Being unable to 
swim, he had 1I0t stripped, and had thus preserved hi,~ 
coarse shirt, a knife that was in his pocket, and an 
enormous hat, in the Dutch fashion. The boat being 
fastened to the ringing, was no sooner cleared of the 
greatest part of the water than a dog of mine came to 
me, running along the gunwale; I took him in, thank
ing Providence for having thus sent provision for a time 
of necessity. A moment after the dog had entered, the 
rope broke with a jerk of the vessel, and I found my
self drifting away. I called my mate and the otht'.r 
man who swam to me: the former had fortunately 
{ound a small spare top-mast, which served us for a 
rudder. We assisted the two others to get into the boat, 
and soon lost sight of oor ill-fated baric 

It was tIll'n four o'clock in the morning, as I judged by 
the dawn of day, which began to appear, so that about 
two hours had elapsed since we were obliged to abondon 
her. What prevented her from foundcring sooner was 
my having taken on board about 150 barrels of biscuit, 
as many or more casl<s of flour, aud gOO firkins of but
ter, all which substances /lpat upon the water, and are 
soaked through but slowly Hnd by degrees. As soon as 
we were clear of the wreck, we kcpt the boat before 
the wind as we~ 85 we CQuld, and when it grew light! 
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perceived sev~ral articles that had floated from the ves
sel. I perceive my box of clothes and linen, which 
bad been carried out of the cabin by the violence of the 
waves, I felt an emotion of joy. The box contained 
some bottles of orange and lime water, a few pounds 
fir choeolate, sugar, &C. Reaching over the gum,'ale 
(,1' our boat we laid hold of th~ box, and used every 
e~ort to open ;t on the water, for we c(luld not think of 
gdting It into thB bDat, being of a &ize and weight suffi. 
cient to si.l/{ hpr. In spite of all our endeavors we could 
lO::>t force open the lid; we w~re obliged to leave it 
behind, with all the good things it contained, and to 
increaiie our distress we had by this effort almost filled 
our boat with water, and hail more than once nearly 
sunk her. 

We, however, had the good fortune to pick up thir
teen onions; we saw many more, but were unabte to 
reach them. These thirteen oniom aDd my dog, with
out a single drop of fresh water, er any !ifluor whatever, 
were all that we had to f.!ubsist upon. 'We were, accor
ding to my computation, above fifty leagues from land, 
having neither mast, sails, nor oars, to direct Ii;, nor any 
kind; of articles hesides the knife of the sailor who could 
not swim, his shirt, a piece of ;\hieh we hat! all'eady 
uSl'd to stop the leak in our hoat, and his wille trowseril. 
\Ve this day cut the remainuer of his ~hirt lOt,: strips, 
\\'h;ch we twisted for rigging, and then feU to work alter
:,at(:>y to loosen the planks with which the boat was lin
("d, LljUing, by dint of time and patience, all rOllnd the 
'.wads (J·the nails that fas.tened t1wm. Of P,ese planks 
iH' made <c. !dud of mast, whic~. we tiN1 to the foremast 
bench; a piece. of board was substituted for a yard, to 
whkh we fastened the. two parts of tHe trolVsers, which 
~erved for sails, and assisted us in keeping the boat 
('('fore the wind, steej"in~ with the top-mast as mention
·:d before. 

As the pieces of plank which we had fletached from 
l";le inside of the boat were too short, and were not suf
',,'ient to go f(ui:e round the f'dg:e, when the sea rnn 
'.-cry high, we were obli:,:::'d, in order to) prevent the 
t'fllVt'S f"om entering: the Jl.'~lt, to lie down sevend times 
abr.g the gunwale on euch ~iue, with our lla(;ks to the 
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water, and thus with OUI' bodies to repel the surf, while 
the other, with the Dutch hat, was incessantly employ
ed in bailing out the watn ; besides which the boat con
tinueu to make water at the leak, which we were unable 
entirely to stop. 

It was in this melancholy situation, and stark naked, 
that we kept the boat before the wind as well as we 
could. The night of the fir:;t lIay "fter our shipwreck 
arrived before we had well completed our sail; it 
grew dark, and we contrived to keep OUl" boat running 
before the wind, at the rate of about a league an hUUI". 
The second day was more calm; we each eat an onion, 
at different time!;:, and began to feel thirst. In the night 
of the second day the wind became violent and variable, 
and sometimes blowing from the north, which caused 
me great ur.casiness, being obliged t() steel' south, in 
order to I{eep the boat before the wind, whereas we 
could onl.r hope 10 be saved by proceeding from east 
to west. -

The third day we began to suffer exceedingly,. not' 
only from hunger and thirst, but likewise from the heat· 
of the sun, which scorched U!5 in such a manner, that 
from the neck to the feet our skin was as red and as 
full of blisters as if we had been burned by a fire. I 
then seized my dog and plunged the knife in his throflt. 
1 cannot even now refrain from weeping at the thought 
of it; but at the moment I felt not the least compassion 
for him. We eaught his blood in the hat, receiving in. 
our hands and drinking what ran over: we afterwards 
drank in turn out of the hat, and felt our-selves refresh
ed. The fourth day the wind was extt'emely vi&
lent, amI the sea ran very high, so that we were 
more than once on the point of perishing; it Wa~ 
on this day in particular tha1 we were obliged to make 
a rampart of our bodies in order to repel the waves. 
About noon a ray of hope dawned upon us, but soon 
vanished. 

We perceived II sloop, commanded by Captain 
RouLhey, which, like my vessel, belonged to the island 
ot Barbadoes, and was bOUlld to Demerara; we could 
see the crew walking upon the deck, and shr.ute<l to 
theII1, but were neither seeD nor heard. Being obliged, 
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by the violence of the gale, to keep our boat before the 
wind, for fear of foundering, we had passed her a great 
distance before she crossed US; she steering direct south, 
and we bearing away to the west. Captain Southey 
was one of my particular friends. This disappointment 
so discouraged my two seamen that they refused to 
endeavor any longer to save their lives. In spite of all 
I could say, one of them would do nothing, not e"en 
bale out the water which gained upon us; I had recourse 
tQ entreaties; fell at his knees, but he remained unmov
ed. My mate and I, at length, prevailed npon him, by 
threatening to kill him instantly with the top-mast, which 
w~ used to steer by, and to kill ourselves afterwards, to 
put a period to our misery. This menace made some 
impressitm on bim, and he resumed his employment of 
bailing as before~ 

On this day I set the others the example of eating a 
piece of the dog with some onions; it was with diffi· 
culty that I swallowed a few mouthfuls; bui in an hour 
1 felt that this morsel of food had given me vigor. My 
mate, who was of a much stronger constitution, eat 
more, which gave me much pleasure; one of the two 
men likewise tasted it, but the other, whose name 
was Comings, either would not or could not swallow a 
morsel. 

The fifth day was more ealm, and the sea much 
smoother. At day-break we perceived an enormous 
shark, as large as our boat, which followed us several 
hours, as a prey tbat. was destined for 'him. We also 
found in our boat a flying fish, which had dropped there 
during the night; we divided it into four parts, which 
we chewed to mois.ten our months. It was on tbis day 
that, when pressed with hunger and despair, my mate, 
'Villiams, had the generosity to exhort us to cut off a 
piece of his thidl to refresh ourselves with the blood, 
and to support Iitf.. In the night we had several show
ers,'with some wind. We tried to get some rain water 
by wringing tlK> trowsers which served us for a sail, but 
when we caught it in our mouths it proved to be as salt 
as that of the Sect; ib: trolVsers having been so often 
soaked with sea water, tbat they, as wtll as the hat, 
were quite impregnated with salt. Thus we bad n~ 
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ether resource but to open our mouths and catch the 
drops of rain upon our tongues, in order to cool them: 
after the shower was over we again fastened the trow
sers to the mast. 

On the ·sixth day' the two seamen, notwithstanding all 
my remonstrances, drank sea-water which purged them so 
excessively that they fell into a kind of delirium, and 
were of no more service to Williams and me. .Both be 
and I kept a Bail in our mouths, and often sprink
'Ied our heads with water to cool them. I perceived 
myself the better for these ablutions, and that my head 
was more easy. We tried several times to eat of the 
dog's flesh, with a morsel of onion; but I thought 
myself fortunate if I could get down three or four 
mouthfuls. My mate always eat rather more than I 
could. , 

'l'he seventh day was fine, with a moderate breeze, 
and the sea perfectly calm. About noon the two men. 
who had drank sea water grew so weak that they began 
10 talk wildly, like people who are Iight-Ifaded, not 
knowing .any longer whether they was at sea or on shore. 
My mate and I were so !Veak too that we could scal·cely 
stand on our legs, or steer the boat in our turns, or bale 
the water from the boat, which made a gl·eat deal at 
the leak. 

In the morning of the eighth day John Comings died, 
and three hours afterwards George Simpson likewise 
expired. The same .evening, at sun-set, we had the 
inexpressible. satisfaction of discovering the hig;h lands 
on the west point of the island of Tobago. Hope gave 
us strength. We kept Ihe head of the boat towards 
the land all night, with a light bre~ze and a current, 
which was in our favor. Witliams and I were that night 
in an extraordinary situation, our two comrades lying 
dead before us, with the land in sight, having very little 
wind to approach it, and being assisted only by the cur
rent, which drove strongly to the westll.rd. In tile 
morning we were not, according to my computatiol1, 
more than five or six leagues fiom the land. That hap
py day was the la'St of our sufferings at sea. We kept 
steering the boat the whole day towards the shore, though 
we were no longer able to stand. In the eveuing the 
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wind lulled, and it fell calm; but about two o'clock in 
the morning the current cast us on the beach of the isl
_and of Tobago, at the foot of a high shore, behveen 
little Tobago and Man of War B.ay which is the castern
most part of the island. The boat800n bulged with 
the shock; my unfortunate companion and I crawled 
to the shore, leaving the bodies of our two comrades in 
the boat, and the remainder of the dog, which was 
quite putrid. 

We clambered, as wetl as 'We could, on all fours, along 
the high coast, which ro~e almost perpendicularly to the 
height of thl'ee or four hundred .feet. A great quantity 
of leaves had dl'Opp€d down to the -place where we were, 
from the numerous trees over our ~eads; these we 
ccllected, and lay down upon them to wait for flay-light; 
When it began to dawn we sought about for water, and 
fGund some in the holes of the rocks, but it wasbl'ack
ish, and not fit to drink.W e percsived on the rocks 
around us several kinds of shell-fish, some of which we 
broke open <with a stone, aJ!d chewed them to -moisten 
001' mouths. 

B.etween eight and liine O'clock we were perceived by 
a young Caraib, who was sometimes walking and at 
others swimming towards the boat. As soon as he had 
reached it he called his companions with lORd shouts, 
making signs of the greatesi compassion. His comrades 
instantly f,jllowed him, and swam towards us, having 
p€rceivcd us almost at the same time. 

'rhe old~st, who was about sixty, approached us with 
the two youngest, whom we afterwards found to -be his 
son and son-in-law. At the sight of us lhe tears flowed 
from their eyes: I endeavored by words and signs to 
make them comprehend that we had been nine daJs at 
sea, in wallt of every thing. 'l'hey understood a few 
French words, amI ~'ignified that they would fetch a boat 
to convey u~ to their hut. The old man took a hand
k~rchiefft'om his h~ad and aed it round min<" ami one of 
the young Caraibs gave Williams hi, sh'aw hat; th~ other 
SWllm round the I .rojecting rock and IJl"Ought liS a calelJash 
'of fresh water, some cakes of cassava, and a piece of 
broiled fish. but we could not eat. The t~·o others took 
the two ct:J11'scs O'lt of th.: Lot. and hi.j them upon U!e 
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r"ck, after which a!1 three oflhem hauled the boat out of 
the water. They then left us, with marks of the utmost 
compassion, and went to fet.ch their canoe. 

About noon they returned in their canoe, to the num
ber of six, and brought with them, in an em-than pot, 
some soup which we thought delicious. ~Te took a lit
tle, but my stomach was so weal{ that I immediately cast 
it up again. "\Viliiams did not 'Vomit at all. In less than 
two hours we arrived at Man of 'Val' Bay, where the huts 
of the Caraibs were situated. 'They had only one ham
mock, in which they laid me, amI the woman made us a 
very agreeable mess of herbs and broth of quatracas [<11(l 

pidgeons 'l'hey bat.hed illy wounds, which were full of 
wo'"ms, with a decoction of tobacco and other plantg. 
Every morning the man lifted me out of the hammock, 
and earried me in his arms beneath a lemon tree, where 
he covered me with plantain leaves to screen me from. 
the sun. There they anointed our bodies with a kind 
of oil to cure the blisters raied by the sun. Our com
passionate hosts even had the generosity to give each 
of us a shit·t, anci a pail' of Irowscrs, ,,·hich t!ley had 
procured from the ships that came from time to time to 
trade with them for turtles amI tortoise shell. 

After they had cleansed my wounds of the vermin, 
they kept me with my legs suspended iu the air, and 
anointed them morning and evening with an oil extract
ed from the tail of a small critb, resembling y,-lmt the 
English call the soldier· crab, because its shell is red. 
They take a eertain quantity of these crabs, br::ise the 
ends of their tails, and put them to digest in a large 
shell upon the fire. It was wiLlI this ointment that they 
healed my wounds, covering them with nothing but 
plantain leaves. 

Thanks to the nourishing food procured U3 by (llp 
Caraibs, and their humane attention, I was able, in about 
three weeks, to support mysdf UPf)1l crutches, like ", 
person recovel'ing I',·om a severe illness. 'l'he r:atiYC3 
flocked from all parts of Hw Island to sCe us, and IWYI'~ 
came empty hamled; sometimes bringing P;gs, and OJ: 
others fowls, which ,)':ere given with pleasure, and accept
ed with gratitude. Vjie even had visitor& from the isliJUtl 
of Trinidad. I cut my name with a knife up 0 l":. f;en~r2~ 

Q 
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hon.·ds, and gave them to different Caraibs, to shew 
them to any ships which chance might conduct to the 
coast. \V." almost despaired of seeing any arrive, 
when a sloop fl'om Oronoko, laden with mules and bound 
to 81. Pierre, in the island of Martinique, touched at 
the sandy pflillt on the west side of 'Tobago. 'The Indi
ans shewed the crew a plank upon which my name was 
carved, aIHI acquainted them with our situation. Upon 
the arrival of this vessel at 8t. Pierre, those on board 
related the circumstaBce. Several mer.chants of my 
acquaintance, who traded under Dutch colours, happen
ed to be there; they transmitted the informatiun to my 
O\\'ncI'S, :1Hcssl's. Roscoe and Nyles, who instantly des
l''ltehed a small vessel in quest of us. After living about 
nine \,-ecks with this benevolent and charitable tribe of 
savages, I embarked and left them, when my regret was 
equal to tlw joy 'aJM sUI'jJrise I had ey.perienced at meet
ing with illem.· " 

,,{hen we were ready to depart t.hey furnished tis with 
$11 abundant supply of bannanas, figs, yams, fowls, 
fish, and fruits j particularly oranges and leul0l1s. I had 
nothing to give tbem as an acknowledgment of their 
generalis treatment but my boat,'which they had repaired, 
and used for occasion!y . visiting their nests of turtles: 
being large:' than their canoes, it was much more fit for 
that purpose. Of this I made them a present, and 
vn)UlU have given them my blood. My friend, Captain 
Young, assisted me to remunerate my benefactors. He 
gave me all the rum he had with him, being about seven 
or eig~lt boWes, which I likewise presented to them. 
He also ,gave them sevel'al shirts and trowsel's, some 
tmives, fish-hooks, sail-cloth for the boat, with needles 
<lull ropes, 

At length, altet' two (Jays spent in preparations for 
our departure, we were obliged to separate. They 
came do;;-n to the beach to tne number of abvut thirty, 
men, womell, and children, and all appp,ared to feel the 
Eincerest son'ow, especially the old man, whq hafl acted 
like a rather to me. 'When the vessel left the bay, the 
tears Eowell fl'om OUl' eyes, which still eontinuc<! ii':~d 
upon them. They remained stalld'ng; in a line uprm the 
shore tm they lost sight of liS. . As ~ we set sail about 
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nine o'clock in the morning, steering north-east, and as 
Man of War Bay is situated at the north-east point of 
the island, we were a long time in sight of each other. 
I still recollect the moment when they ~isappeared from 
my sight, and the profound regret which filled my 
heart. I feared that I shonldnever ag;ain be so happy 
as I had been among them. I love them, and w;a con
tinue to love, my dear Caraibs as long as I live; I would 
shed my blood for the first of those benevolent savages 
that might stand in need of my assistance, if chance sh0uid 
ever bring one of them to Europe, or my destiny shoul,; 
again conduct me to theil' island. 

In three davs we arrived at Barbacloes. I continued tl)
have a viole;t oppression on my breast, which checked 
respiration, and was not yet able to go without Clutches. 
We reeeived from the whole i51alH~~'ks of the most 
t.ender interest, and the most gerterous compassion; 
the benevolence of the inhabitants was unbounded. 
The celebrated Dr. Hilery, the author of a treatise on 
the diseases peculiar to that island, came to see me, 
with Dr. Lilihorn. They prescribed various remedies, 
but without effect. Both Williams and myself were 
unable to speak wi'thout the gj'eatest difficulty. Williams 
remained at Barbadoes, but I, being more affected, and 
less robust, WM advised to returp to Europe. In com
pliance with their advice I went to London, where I 
was attended by doctors Reeves, A!en::.itle, Schomberg, 
and the most celebrated physicians in that metropolis, 
who gave me all the assistance within the power of their 
rat, from which I received scarcely any reliel'. At 
length, after I had been about a week in London, Dr. 
Alexander Russell, on his return from Bath, heard my 
case mentioned. He came to see me, and with his 
accustomed humanity promised to undertake my cure, 
without any fee; but he candidly acknowledged_ that it 
would be both tedious and expensive. I replied, that 
the generosity of the inhabitants of Barbadoes had ren
dered me easy on that head, intreating him to prescribe 
for me, and thanking hiI!\for his obliging offers. 

As he had practiced for a long time at Aleppo, he 
had there seen great numbers afflicted with the same 
malady as myself, produced by long thirst in travel'sing 
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the. deserts of .Africa. He ordered me to leave town to 
enjoy a more wholesome air. I took It 10dgiJIgat Hom· 
erton, near Hackney; there. he ordered me to be bathed 
every morning, confining me to asses milk as my only 
food,' excepting a few new laid eggs, together with moqe
J'ate . exercise, and a .ide on horseback every day. Af· 
ter about a month of this regimen he orderad a goat to 
be brought every morning to my bedsi~; about five 
o'c1ocJt I drank a glass of her milk; quite hot, and sIep 
upon it. He then allowed me to take some lighl chicken 
broth, . with a morsel of the wing. By means of'tt;m 
diet my malady wasin great degree rem,ovedi,ll the space 
of about five months, and I was in a state' to resume 
..any occupation I pleased; but my constitll~O!l lIas ever 
since been extremely delicate, aud IllY,stomach ill par· 
1.i<:ulat'vcry weak.. . 
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THE SHIPWRECK OF 

A PORTUGUESE VESSEL, 

With Emmanuel Sasa and his Wife Eleonora Garcia Sala, 

ON THE EAST COAST OF AFllICA, IN 155.3. 

EMMANUEL SOSA DE SEPULVEDA, descended 
from one of the most ancient and distinguished families 
of Portugal, obtained great reputation in the Indies by 
his courage and talents. About tJle middle of the six
teenth century, he obtained the government of the cita
del of Diu, a post given only: to officers of merit and 
tried valor. 'l'his situation he hdd severa] years, till 
conceiving an irresistable desire to revisit his native land, 
he embarked at the port of Cochin. The vessel in which 
he sailed, had on board the wealth he had amasseu, to
gether with tbe ~pI:operty of the o~ceis and' pa.ssengers 
who occompanied him. Sosa likewise took with him 
his wife, Eleonora Garcia, the daughter of Sala, at t.hat 
time genera' o( the Portuguese in the Indies; his chil
dren; his brother-in-law Pantaleon Sala; together with 
several officers and gentlemen. The Dumber of sailors., 
servants, and slaves, was very great; the whole of the 
crew' and passengers amountiDg to. about six hundred 
persons. . 

An acquaintance with the sea and winds has proved 
that the month of January is the most favorable season 
for the passage from India to Europe. Sala stopped to 
make some purchases at Co ulan, by which he was de
tained till February. On the 13th of April, they discov-· 
ered the coast of Caffrarie.; from thence they proceeded, 
withou~ accident, to the Cape of Good Hope, when a. 
north wind that arose, produced the most tremendous hur-

Q2 
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ricane that had ever been experienced in those seas. 
'l'he sky was sudllenly overcast, the waves rising to the 
clouds, threatened every moment to ingulph the vessel: 
the darkness was interrupted only by the lightning's blaze 
and the pealing thunder, which struck terror into the 
hearts of the most resolute. 'l'he pilot and sailors de
liberated whether they s;lOuld strike the yards aud wait 
at sea till the teml'est was over; but being terrified by 
its continuing with redoubled fury, and deprived of all 
hope of being able to double the Cape, on account of the 
seasO:l, they unanimously agreed to stcer their course 
back to India. In this design, they were not more fortu
nate than in the other, and the unrelenting winds seemed 
to have conspired the destruction of the wretched vessel, 
which was already considerably injured; in vain the pi
lot and sailors employed their utmost efforts to save her 
from their fury. The sides were so rudely shaken by 
the waves, that at length the planks gave way, ami the 
ship made more wate1' than the pumps were able to dis
charge. 'l'he goods were thrown overboard to lighten 
the yessel, but this measure tlid -not lessen the danger. 
'Their condition was hopeless, and every wave threatened 
them with inevitable destruction; but after the tempest 
had continued several days, without intermission, a south 
wind decided their fate, and drove the ship aground, 
which was the least misfortune that coulLl happen to 
them. 

'l'he anchor was immediately thrown out, and the 
boats, which were their last resource, were hoisted over
board. Sosa, his wife, and children, and the principal 
persons of his suite, snatching up in haste their most 
valuable effects, threw themselves into the boats. New 
dangers attended them; the waves, impelled by the 
force of the wind, dashed against the shore and formed 
mountains, that appeared ready to overwhelm their fee
ble bark, At length, after much difficulty 'and danger, 
they reached the shore. ~ll could not effect their es
(',npe in the boats, for aftfll' the second or third voyage, 
they were dashed to pieces upon hidden rocks; at the 
same time the cable parted, and those who remained in 
~he vessel, had no other method of saving their lives than 
to throw themselves Qver/Joard and endeavor to gain the 
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shore. Some seized hold of casks, or boxes, while 
others trusted to their strength and expertness ill swim
ming. Very few, howevel', were so fortunate as to ar
rive without accident, and by this disaster three hundred 
men, Portuguese and foreigners, lost their lives. 'I'hose 
who escaped, had scarcely reached the shore when the 
vessel laundered. 'I'his loss overwhelmed the Portu
guese with des pail' ; from the fragments of the ship they 
might have constructed a brigantine, and have gone to 
seek some relief at Sofala and Mozambique; but from 
this hope they were now completely cut off. 

'The country on which they were wrecked was in the 
latitude ofS] deg. south. Sosa directed large fires to be 
made, in order to dry and warm his people, who ol;;1"'I
ed exceedingly from cold, hunger, and their wounds. 
He distributed among them, with the greatest economy, 
a small quantity of flour picked up from the wreck, but 
half spoiled by the salt water. Their situation was dread
ful. The sI,ore presented to their view nothing but de
sert sands and arid rocks. After a long search they dis-, 
covered some springs of fresh water, which were ex
tremely serviceable, and then began to form an entrench
ment of boxes and large stones that they might pass the 
lIigltt in safety. Sosa, on this occasion, forgot none of 
the duties of a good citizen and a benevolent master. 
Here he remained with his people till they had recovered 
from the fatigues of the sea, and as long as he entertain
ed any hope of being able to subsist upon the provisions 
thrown on shore from the vessel. It became necessary. 
however, to thil)k of removing, and they deliberated upon 
the course that ought to be pursued: all were in favol' 
of proceeding along the coast till they found the river to 
which Marchesez had giY~n the name of Santo Spil'itu, 
and where the Portuguese of Sofala and Mozambiqut1 
carried on a considerable trllilic. 

That river was about one hundred and eighty leagues 
distant from their post. Sosa, after adopting the resolu
tion, encouraged his troop, and exhorted them, by his 
words and example, not to lose their courage. "Before 
a person expeses hjIl'ijjelf,1I said he, "to the dangers of 
the sea he ought to be resolved to bear thirst, hunger. 
bar4ships, an<J incolJ."eniencj! of every ldnd. FlU' from 
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being dljectcd at their approach, he ought to meet them 
as if he had expected them, ami substitute those transient 
evils, instead of' the eternal misery due to the crimes he 
bas committed. In ~ur present misfortune, (added he,) 
we ought less to consldel' what we have lost than what 
we have saved; the loss of vur property is a small object 
when compared with the preservation of our lives. I can 
give you no better advice than to resign all private claims, 
and relinquish all persollal 'I.nd individual interest in fa
vor of the public welfare. II' we are spht into parties we 
can never be secure, but wlJile united we have nothing to 
fear." He concluded with a prayer, extortfd by love, 
in behalf of his wife and children, and intl'eated his com
panions in misfortune to pay some respect on the way, 
to the sex of the one and the age of the others. All re
plied, it was but just that the strongest and most rol.JUst 
should assist the weaJ{est, that he might lead them 
\yherever he pleased, and that they would never with
draw themserves from his command. 

'I'hey immediately set off. 'I'his caravan was COIn

posed of So sa, his wife Eleonora, a woman ora n;as(uline 
courage, their children, as yet too youn;; to know the dan
gers of their situation, Andrew Vasez, the master of the 
vessel, and eighty Portuguese. This first troop was fol
lowed by about one hundred servants, who alternately 
.carried the children on their bucks, and their mistress on 
a rude kind of chair. These were succeeded by the 
sailors, and the female servants; and Pantaleon, with a 
number of Portuguese and slaves, closed the rear. 

After proceeding seyeral days thmugh a \"Cry danger
ous country, they were stopped by inaccessible rocks, 
and torrents, swelled by the rains that had recently fallen. 
By endeavoring to discover the easiest roads, they had 
made a circuit of' above one hundred leagues, while they 
would have had to go but thirty if they had kept alollg 
the sea-coast. Their provisions were soon consumed, 
and they were obliged to live upon apples and wild fruits, 
amI eyen upon certain herbs, of which the animals of 
that counti·y are very fond 

Aft" I' a progress of four months they at length arriyed 
at the river S~nto Spiritu, but without recognizing it, for 
tbe country 18 tra-/el'sed by three different branches., 
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... hies unite before they discharge themselves into the 
sea. 

Their doubts were removed by the king of the district, 
who was the more favorably disposed towards the Por
tuguese, because he had, some time before, traded 
peaceably with Lorenzo Marchesez and Antonio Calde
ra. 'rhat prince gave a kind reception to Sosa and his 
peop!e, and informed them, that the king of the country 
contiguous to his dominions, was a craf'ty r.nd rapacious 
man, of whom ttley ought to beware. 'rile de~ire (>1' 
speedily reaching some place inhabited 'by Europeans, 
rendel'ed them blind to the misfortunes that were pl'e- ' 
dicted; but they soon had reason to repent having pass
ed the second arm of the river. 

The following day they perceived two hundred Caf
frees coming towards them. 'rllOugh 'exhausted with 
hardships and fatigue they prepared their anns and put 
themselves in a posture of defence; but seeing that the 
Caffrees approached them pcaeeably, and rathel' showed 
a desire of forming an acquaintance with them than of 
doing them any injury, their feal's were dissipated, and 
they endeavored to obtain provisions, either for mOlley 
or in exchange for implements of iron, which those peo
ple highly value. A mutual confidence appeared to be 
established, and the wan is of the POI-tuguese encouraged 
their good opinion of the natives, but the opportunity of 
stripping the strangers of all they possessed was too favor
able for the barbarians to be neglected. In order to ac
complish their design with the greater facility, they gave 
the PorLuguese to understand, that if they would proceed 
to the habitation ot' their king, they would experience a 
gracious reception. Their excessive ,nariness, tlleir joy 
at having found the river they were ill search of, anti a 
8tiIl more powerful motive, tlle want of provisions, in
duced them to embrace the proposal of the Catfrees. 
They followed them towards the habitation of their chief; 
but the latter directed them to stop 011 the way, in a place 
shaded by trees. Here they remained several days, during 
which they purchased various kinds of coarse provisions 
with the effects they had saved from the wreck. Deceiv
ed by the air of sincerity ofthose people, Sasa conceived 
tbat he might wait at this place for the arrival of some 
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merchants from Sofaia, and demrinded p'crmission of the 
king to ert'ct hl,[S 1~)1' hiIIlseJt; his wife, and all his people, 
whose number har! becnIDuch diminished by the fatigu~s 
oftheir lvng peregi'idation. 

'l'il€ ldug, with more artifice than he could be su~pcct
ell of, told 8osa, that two circumstances retarded the fa
vorable reception which he wisheu to glve them; the 
first WilS the dearness and scarcity of provisions; and the 
secoud, the fear which ],is suhjects entertained of the 
swords and fire·arms of the Portuguese; that if these 
were sent to him as a pledge of' thetl' peaceable and 
t~'lll{lnil disposition, he would agree to their reque~t. 

rl'he hope of arriving at the end of their hardships in
duced the Portuguese to c.omply with these conditions, 
to wbich prudence ought to have dictated a rerllsal. In 
vain Eleonora r;·.rdl1ded Sasa of the Nnfavorahle account 
given of this sovereign by ihe"other king; ded to the ill
treaties ami admonitions of his wife he accepted, with fa
tal credulity, the subtile olfers of this prince. The rest 
of the troop followed their captain's example, and the 
arI:1S were delivered to the perfidious monarch. They, 
howevei', soon repented of this step, fol' the Caffrees im
mediately sei:;';ed upon the treasures they k,d brought 
with them WittI such fatigue, and stripped them of all their 
clothes. 'l'hose who attempted to make any resistance 
were massacred \"ilhout mCl'ey by the unrelenting bar
barians. 

Eleonora alone resisted with courage; but 'of what 
avail are the efforts of a female against men of a dispo
sition so ferocious! They stripped her likewise of all 
her clothes. Ashamed to be exposed stark naked to the 
view of those wretehes, and of her own servant:;, she 
threw herself into a ditch a few paces distant, and buri· 
ed herself, ns it were, ill the sand, resolving not 
to leave that situation. Overwhelmed with fatigue 
and chagrin she could not forbear saying to Andrew 
Vasez, and others of the Portuguese who would not 
~eal'e her: " There, my friemls, you see the consc-

, qllence of your silly confidence. Go: I want nothing 
. more i think only of yourselves; and should heayen 

permit you to revisit your nafil'e IRlld, tell those who in
,[{uire after the unfortunate Eleonora aud her husbantl, 
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that our sins 11ave dl'8wn upon IlS the indignation of 
heaven, and have precipitated us into ihis abyss of mis
ery." Here sighs choaked her uttc!'cnce, but she cr.st 
a tender look at her children and her lmsballd. The 
latter, overcome with grief for his imprudel1ce, and its 
fatal consequences, remained motionless. '1'11e Caffres 
bad, by this time, retired with all their booty; his com
panions had dispersed to avoid the fate that impended 
over them, and not one was to be seen. At length the 
sentiments of tenderness were again excited in his breast, 
and he ran about, in every dircction, in qucst of fmit, 
of any kind, by which he might prolong the existence 
of his wife and his wretched infants. But naked and 
~marme(l 80sa was unable to find any thing in a country 
ravaged by barbarians and burned ur-by the sun. He 
frequently returned exhausted with fatigue, and the last 
time he returned he found that his wife and chihlren 
had expired with hunger and thirst. He had suffieicnt 
strength to perfOl'm the rites of interment, after which, 
fleeing .from this scene of horror, he roved about in the 
deserts, where, doubtless he died, as he vras never 
heard of afterwards. 

Such was the fatal issue of Sosa's voyage in the year 
1553. The miserable "emains of this troop, reduced in 
number to twenty-six persons, by the fatig:ues and mise
ries they endured, wandered about II long time, and 
\vere, at length, treated as slaves. They would aU 
have finished their career in this state of hardship had 
humi'liatiol1 had not a Portuguese merch~nt, who repaired 
fromlVIozambique to this part of the country 10 purchase 
ivory, rallsomed t:lem for rom piasti'1's a piece. Of 
leon Bala was one; he died at Lisbon of an these Pfdlta
npoplexy, at a "ery advanced age. 

The disaster of Sosa excited great compassion among 
his conntt-ymen, but did not -eorreet their imprudence. 
'rhe following year five more Hssds sailed from the 
port of Cochin for Portugal, under the c.ommand of 
l"ernand AIl'al'ez Capl'at Only one of these ships arri
ved at Lisbon, after ene-onnterin:; a thous:md dangers. 
It is not known what heeame of Hny of the others, ex
ceptifl!!, the St. Benedict, which was so deeply laden 
tlJat the sailors could scarcely work her. A violent 
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tempest overlook h~r in the middle of her course, near 
the Cape of Good Hope; a 'gaie of wind -drove her 
ashore and destroyed ber on . the desert' coast called 
Natal. Two hundred men, who endeavored to save 
themselves by swirpming; perished on this occasion. 

1\Jesquita Perestrella, who survived this disaster, and 
has left a very accurate account of it, exaggeratea the 
~errors which his, companions' underwent by the- apPllfi
tion of demODs in the air, and the noise of the wandering 
spirits of the sailors, which he declares that he both saw 
and heard. The unfortunate wretches who escaped from 
the wreck experienced the same bardships as SOBa and 
his company j for having pursued almost thesame course, 
they had to endur~ the greatEl$textremity of hunger and 
thirst. In short; from three' hundred thfli w'ere reduced 
in number to twenty-three, who,half dead with famine 
and fatigue, were at length made slaves. A Cew months 
afterwards some merchants, who visited that IJ.alit of the 
country for the purpose of trade; ransomed and conveyed 
them to Sorala and Mozambique,' where they an'ivild'!d0 

ter sutfering almost incredible misery .. 
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:'O'ARRATIVE OF THE 

LOSS OF THE BRIG TYRREL, 

CAPTAIN ARTHUR COCHLAN: 
I 

Which WlUI overset in a Gale of Wind on her Pa.9sage 

from New-York to Antigua, communicated 

by T. Purnell, the Chief Mate. 

IN addition t~ the many dreadful shipwrecks 
already narrated, the following, which is a circumstan
tial account given by T. Purnell, chief mate of the 
brig Tyrrel, Arthur Cochlan, commander, and the only 
person among the whole crew who had the good fortuue 
to escape, claims our particular attention. 

On Saturday, June 28th, J759, thcy sailed from 
New-York to Sandy Hook, and there came to an an
chor, waiting for the captain's coming down with a new 
boat, and some other articles. Accordingly he came 
on board eady the succee<l:ng morning, and the boat 
cleared, hoisted in, stowed and lashed. At eight 
o'clock, A. M. they weighed anchor, sailed out or 
Sandy Hook, and the same day at noon, took their 
departure from the High Land Never Sunk, and proceed
ed on their passage to Antigua. As soon as thf!y made 
sail, the captain ordered the boat to be cast loose, in 
OI'der that she might be painted, with the oars, rudder, 
and tillCI', which job he (Captain Cochlan) undertook 
to do himself. 

At four P. M. they found the vessel made a little 
more water, than usual; but as it,did not cause much 
additional labor at the pump, nothing was thought of it. 
At eight, the leak did not seem to increase. At twelve' 
it began to blow .,ery hard in squalls, which caused the 

R 
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n'fsel to lie down l'ery much, whereby it was appr('hend
.£<1 she wanted more ballast. Thereupon the captain, 
carne on ileck, being the starboard watch, close reefed 
both top-sails. 

At four A. M. tlle weather moderated-let out both 
rt:cfs :-at eight it became still more moderate, and they 
made more sail, amI set top gallant sails; the weather 
was still th~k and hazy. There was no further obser
vation taken at present, except that the vessel made more 
water. The «:8J}tain was now chiefly employed in paint
ing the boat, oars, rudder, and tiller . 

. On Monday, June 30th, at four P. 1\1. the wind was at 
E.N. E. freshened very much, and blew so very hard, 
as occasione(l the brig to lie along in such a manner as 
caused general alarm. The captain was now earnestly 
intreated to put for New-YOl'k, or steer for the Capes of 
Vit·~inia. At eight, took in top-gallant sail, and close 
~eefed both top-sails, still making more weather. After
wards the weather became still more moderate and fair, 
t).Dd they made more sail. 

July 1st, at four A.M. it began to blow in squal1s very 
iJard; took in one reef in each top-sail, and continued 
so until eight A. 1\1. the weather being still thick and 
t)3ZY.-:; 0 observation. 

The ne,;:t day she made .still more water, but as every 
watch pu.mped it out, this was 1i1tle regarded. . At 
four P. I'll. took second reef in each top· sail, close 
reefed both, and down top-.gallant yard; the gale still 
increasing. 

At four A. M. the wind got round to N. and there 
was no likelihood of its abating. At eight, the captain, 
well satisfied that she was very crank and ought to lmve 
had rolOl'e, ballast, agreed to make for Bacon-Island 
Hoad, in North Carorma; and in the "ery act of wear
ing her, a .sudden gust of wind laid her down on her 
hearn-end':, and she never rose again! At this time 1\11'. 
Pumen was lying in the cabin, with his clothes on, not 
l1?xing pulled them off since they left land. Having 
been rolled out cf hr~ ued (on his chest,) wHh great 
u:mcuHy he l"e~che(J t:lC round-house door the first salu
h;jon he met with -was from the step-ladder that went 
rr:W1 the qUaIter-c::cli: t6 the poop, which knocked hiG. 
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a.gainst the companion, (a lucky circumstance for those 
below, as, by laying the ladder against the compimioll; 
it served both him and 1he rest of the people who were 
in the steerage, as a conveyance to windward;) baving 
transported the two aftel' guns forward to bring her more 
by the head, in order to make her hold a better wind: 
thus they got throu;;h the aftermost gun-port on the 
quarter-deck, and being aU on her broad side, every 
moveable rolled to leeward, and as. the vessel oversel, 
so did the boat, and turned bottom upwards, her lash
ings being cast loose, by order of the captain, andhav
ing no other prospect of saving their lives but by the 
boat,. Purnell, with two others, and the cabin boy (who 
were excellent swimmers) plunged intO'the water, and: 
with great difficulty righted her, when she was brim full, 
and w!tshing witb the water's edge. They then made 
fast the end of the main-sheet to the ring in her stern
post, aud those who were in the fqre-chains sent down 
the end of the boom· tackle, to which they made fast the 
boat's painter, and by which they lifted her a little out of 
the -water, so that she swam about two or three inches 
free, but almost full. '.riley then put the cabin-boy into· 
her, and gave him a bucket that happened to float by, 
amI he baled away as quick as he could, and soon after 
another person got in with another iJucket, aud in a 
short time got all the water out of her. Th'ey t.hen put 
two long oars that were stowed in the Iftl'boardquarter 
of the 'l'yrrel into the boat, amI pulled or rowed right to 
windward; for, as the wreck drifted, she made a dread
ful appearance in the water, and JUr. Purnell and two' 
of the people put off from the wreck, in search of the 
oars, rudder and tiller. After a long while they succeed
ed in picking them all up, one after another. They 
then returned to their wretched companions, who were 
all oveljoyed to see them, having given them up for 
lost. By this time night drew on very fast. While 
they wel'e rowing in the boat, some small quantity of 
white biscuit (Mr. Purnell supposed about half a peck,) 
floated ill a small cask, out of the round-house; but, 
before it came to band;' was so soaken with salt water, 
that it was almost in a fluid state; and about double 
the quantity of common ship-biscuit likewise floated, 
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whieh was in like manner soaken. This was all the pro
visions that they had; not a drop of fresh water could 
they get; neither could the carpenter get at any of his 
tools to scuttle her sides, for, could this have been 
accomplished, they might have saved plenty of provi
sions and water. 

By this time it was almost dark; having got one com
pass, it was determined to quit the wreck, and take 
their chance in the boat, which was nineteen feet six 
inches long, and six feet four inches broad: Mr. Pur
nell supposes it was now about nine o'c!ock: it was 
l.ery dark. They had run 560 miles by_ their dead 
reckoning, on as. E. by E. course. The number ill the 
h~l1t was 17 in all; the ooat was very" deep, and little hopes 
were entertained of either seeing land or surviving long. 
'.rhe wind got round to westward, wliich wae the course 
they wanted to steer; but it 'began to blow and rain so
very hard, that they were obliged to keep the boat 
before the wind and sea, in order to preserve her above 
water. Soon after they had put off from the wreck the 
Loat shipped two heavy ~eas,' one after another, so that 
they wCJeobliged to keep her before the wind and sea; 
for had she shipp~d another sea, she certainly would 
have swamped with ihem. - . . 

By sun-ri~e the next morlling, JUly 3d, they judged 
that they had been runnil!g R S. E.- which was con
trary to their wishes. 'j'he \"ind dying 'away, the weather 
be~ame very moderate. 'rhe compass which they had 
saved proved of no utility, one of the people having 
trod uponl and hroken it; it was accordingly thrown 
overhoard. 'I'hey now proposed to make a sail of frocks 
and trowsers, but they had got neither needless nor sew
ing-twine ; ODe of the people however, had a needle in 
his knife, and another several fishing lines in his 
pockets, which were un laid by some, and others were 
rmploy!:'d ill l'ipping the frocks and trowsers. By sun-set 
they had provided a tolerable lugsail: having ~plit one 
of the Loat's thouts (whi~h was of yellow deal,). with a 
"ery large Imife, which one of the crew had in bis 
pockc-t,.they made a yard and lashed it together by the 
shands of the fore-top-gallant halyards, that were thrown 
!lJto the boat pl'ombeuol!~ly. 'l'hey also made a mast 
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of one of the long oars, and set their sails, with sheets 
and tacks made out of the strands of the top-gallant 
halyards. 'l'heir only guide was the North Star. 'l'hey 
had a tolerable good breeze all night; and the lvhole of 
the next day, July 4th, the weather conthmed very mo
derate, and the people were in as good spirits as their 
dreadful situation would admit. 

July 5tb, the wind and weather continued much the
same at:ld they knew by the North Star that they were 
standing i.n for land. The next day Mr. Purnell observ
ed some of the men drinking salt water, and seeming 
rather fatigued. At this time they imagined the ",ind 
had -got ~ollnd to the southward, and they steered, as they 
thought by the North Star, to the northwest quarter; but 
on the 7th, the willd had got back to the northwaru and 
~Iew very frc<;;h. 'l'hey got their oars Ol,lt the greatest 

_ part of thtl night and the next day, the wind still dying 
away., ,tbe people labored alternately at the oars, without 
distinction. j\bout noon the wind sprung up so thaUhey 
lay on their oars, and as they thought, steered about 
N. N. \V. and continued so until about ei~ht or nine in 
the morning of July 9th, whelt they all thought they 
were up all soundings, by the coldness of the water. 
They were in general in very good spirits. 'I'I:c weathN 
continued still thick and hazy, and by the North Star! 
they found that they bad been steering about north by 
west. 

July lO.-The people had urank so much salt water, 
that it came from them as clear as it was before they
ul'ank it; and :Mr. Purnell perceived that the second 
roate had 10s1.a considerable share of his .st~ength and. 
spirits; anf) also, at noon. that the carpenter was deliri
ous, his malady increasing every _hour; about (~u"k he 
had almost overset the boat, by_ attempting to throw 
bimself.overboaI:d, ll,At.! otherwise behaving quite violent. 
As his .strength, bowev.er, failed him, he became more. 
ruanagcs:::k, and they got him to lie down in the middle 
of the hoat, among - some of the people. Mr. Purne U 
drar.k or;cc a little suIt \ftfer, but could not relish it; he 
pr~fer;:fd his own urine, which he drankocca8i(;lIily"~ 
he mAde it. Soon after sun-set the -..stlf!orUt ma~e lost. 
4~ speech. Mr. Purnell desired hia tQ lean his head 

R·C) 
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on him: he died without a groan or struggle, on the Iltlz 
of July, being the 9th day they were in the boat. In a 
few minutes after the carpenter expired almost in a simi
lar manner. 'J'hese melancholy scenes rendered the 
situation of the sUI'vivors more dreadful; it is impossible 
to describe their feelings. Despair became general; 
every man imagined bis own dissolution was near. 
rrhey all now went to prayers; some in the Welch lan
guage, some in Irish, amI others ill English; then after a 
little deliberation, they stripped the two dead men, and 
hove them overboard. 

'l'he weather being now very mild, and almost calm, 
they turned to, cleaned the boat, and resolved to make 
their sail larger 6ut of the frocks and trowsers of the two 
deceased men. Purnell got the captain to lie down with 
the rest of the people, the boatswain and one man ex
~epted, who assisted him in making the sail larger, whieh 
they had completed by six or seven o'clock in the after
noon, having made a shroud out of the boat's painter, 
which served as a shifting back-stay. Purnell also fixed 
his red flannel waistcoat at the mast head, as a signal the 
most likely to be seen.' . 

Soon after this Borne of· them observed a sloop at a 
great distance, coming, as they thought, from the land. 
'rhis rou~ed every man's spirits: they got out their oal's, 
at which they labored alternately, exerting all their re·· 
maining strength to come up with her; but night coming 
(In, and the sloop getting a fresh breeze of wind, they 
Jost sight of her, which cccasioned a general consterna
tion ;. however, the appearance of the North Star, which 
they kept on t\Ieir starboard bow, gave them hopes that 
they stood in forland. This night one William Wathing 
died; he was 64 yeals of age, and had been to sea 50 
years: quite worn out with fatigue and hunger, he earn
estly prayed, to the last moment for a drop of water to 
cool his tongue. Early the next morning Hugh Williams 
also died, and in the course of the day, another of the 
crew; entirely exhausted, they both expired wilhout a 
gman. 

Early in the morning of July 13th, it began to blow 
very fresh, amI iilcreC'sed so much that they were obliged 
tQ furl their sail, and keep their boat before the wind antl 
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$ea, which drove them, off soundings. In the evening 
their gunner dielt 'l'he weather now becoming mode
rate, 'and the wind in the S. 'V. quarter, they made sail, 
nQt one of them being able to row or pull an oar at any 
rate; they ran all this night with a fine breeze. . 

The next morning, July 14th, two more of the crew 
died, and in the evening they also lost the same number. 
'rhey found they were on soundings again, and conclud
ed the wind had got round to the N. W. (Iuarter. They 
stood in for the land all this night, and carlyon July 15th, 
two others died: the deceased were thrown overboard 
as soon as their breath had departed. The weather was 
now thiclc and hazy, and they were still certain that 
they were on .soundings. 

The cabin boy was seldom required to do any thing, 
and as his intel:ects, at this time, were very good, and 
his understanding clear, it was the opinion of l\Ir. Purnell 
that he would survive them all, but he pl1ldentIy kept 
his though:J to himself. The captain seemed likewise 
tolerably well, and t6 have kept up his spirits. On ac
count of the haziness of the weather, they could not so 
well know how they steered in the day-time, as at night; 
for, whenever the North Star appeared, they endeavored 
to keep it on their starboard bow, by which means they 
were certain of making the land some time or other. In 
the evening two more of the crew died; also, before 
f,IDl-rise, one 'I'homas Philpot, an old experienced sea
man, and very stroRg; he departed rather convulsed: 
having latterly lost the power of articulation, his mean
ing could not be comprehended. He was a native of 
Belfast, Ireland, and had no family. The sUrvivolS 
found it very difficult to heave his body overboard as he 
was a very corpulent man. 

About six or seven the next morning, July 16th, they 
1Itood in for land, according to the best of their judg
ment; the wf'alher still thick and hazy. Purnell DOW 

~revailed upon tbe captain and boatswain of the boat to 
lie down in the fore part of the boat, to bring her more 
by the head, in order 'to ~I\ke her hold a better wind. 
In the evening the cabin boy, who lately appeared so 
well, breathed his last, lea' .. ~ng bebind the captain, the 
boatswain, and ·.~lr. Purnell. 
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The next morning, July 17th, Purnell asked his two 
companions jf they thought they could eat any of the 
boy's flesh j and having expre~sed an inclination to try, 
c.nd the boy being quite coltl, he cut the inside of his 
thigh, a tittle above his knee, and gave a piece to the 
captain and boatswain, reserving a small piece for him
self j but so weak were' their stomachs, that none of 
them could swallow a morSel of it; the body was there
fore thrown overboard. 

E1I.r1y in Ow moming of the 18th, JUr. Purnell found 
both of his companions dead antI cold! 'Thus destitute, 
he began to think of his own dissolution j though feeble, 
his understanding was still clear, and his spirits as good 
as his forlorn situation W01:'t! possibly admit. By the 
eolol'and coldness of the water, he knew he was not far 
from land, and still maintained hopes of making it. 
'I'he weather continued very fog;gy. He lay to, all this 
night, which wa~ very dark, with tb El boat's head to the 
northward. 

In the mornlng of the 19th, it b.eg;an to rain; it cleared 
up in the afternoon, an~1 the wind died away; still Pur
ndl was cOllvinced he was on soundings. 

On the 20th, in the afternoon, he thought he saw land, 
and, stood in for it; but night coming on, aud it being 
f!')W very {lark, he lay to, fearing he D!ight get on some 
:otks or shoals. . 

July 21st, the weather was very fine all the mornip.g, 
but in the. afternoon it became thick and hilZY. Purnell's 
spirits still remained good, but his strength was almust 
€x:lausted: he still dl'ank his own water occp.sionally. 

On the 22d, he s.aw 8,ome barnacles on the boat's ratI
tler, very similar to the spawn of an oyster, whi~h 
tilled him with great hopes of beipg near to lan(l. He 
unshipped tne rudder, and scraping them off with his 
knife, found they were of a salt fishy substance, and, eat 
them; he was now so weak, and the boat having a great 
motion, that he J(),m\l it a difficult task to ship the rud
der. 

At sunrise, July £3d, he Qecarne so sure that he saw 
Jand, tll.~t hi~ sririts were considerably rai~ed. In the 
~~,id[lIe (.f this day he got Ull, leaned his b~ck agair:st the 
na'lt, and r·;~.L>jver] s::.;c!:ur from the sun, hayjng prey~ 
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ously contrived to steer the boat in this position. The 
Rext day he saw, at a very great distance, some kind of 
a sail, which he judged was coming from the land, 
which he soon lost sight of. In the lI'~ldle of the day 
he got up, and received warmlh from the sun as before. 
He stood on all night for the land. 

Very early in the morning of the 25th, after drinking 
I1is morning draught, to his inexpressible joy,_ he saw, 
while the sun was rising, a sail, and when the sun was 
up, found she was a two-mast vessel.; He was, bowever, 
considerably perplexed, not knowing what to do, as she 
was a great distance astern and to the leeward. In Of

der to watch her motion better, he tacked about. Soon 
after this he perceived she was staniling on her starboard 
tack, which was the same he had been standing on for 
many hours. He saw she approached him very fast, and 
be lay to, for some time, till he believed she was within 
two miles of the boat, but still to leeward; therefore he 
thought it best to steer larger, when he found she was a 
topsail schooner, nearing him very fast. He continued 
to edge down towards her, until he had brought her 
about two points under his lee-bow, having it in his powel' 
to spring his luff, or bear away. By this time she was 
within half a mile, and he saw some of.. jill'- people 
standing forward on her deck, and wa,y.i_~~-;f.er him to 
come UDder their lee-bow. At thedis.J::l.tl~~ -'of about 
200 yards, they hove the schooner op::~ijJhe wind, and 
kept her so until -Purnell got along';ide, when they threw 
him a, rope, still keepillg tIle schooner in the wind. 
They now interrogated him very closely; by the man
Der the boat and oars were pai'ltcd, they imagined she 
belonged tu a man of war, aud that they had run away 
with her from some of his majesty's ships" at Halifax, 
consequentlytllat they would be liable to some punish
:i1H~nt if they took him up: they also thought, as the 
captain and boatswain were Jying: dead 111 the boat, they 
might expose thems£'lves to some contagious disorder. 
rI'hl.ls they kept Purnell in suspence fer some time. They 
told him they had made the land t';-at morning from 
the mast-head, and that they were running along shot'e 
for Marblehead, to which place they belongerl, and where 
they expected to be the next morning. At lust they told 
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him he might come on board; which, as he said; ht: 
could not wilhout assistance; when the captain ol'dereu 
two of his IDen to help him. They conducted him aft 
on the quarter-d:Fk, where they left him resting against 
the companion. 'l'hey were now for casting the ~at 
adrift, when Purnell told them she Wa3 not above a 
month old, built at New-York, and if they would hoi~t 
her ill, it would pay them well for their trouble. Tc 
this they agreed, aIHI having thrown the two corpses 
overboard, and taken out the clothes that were left by 
the deceased, they hoisted her in and maM sail. 

Being nO'., on board, Purnell asked for a little water; 
Captain Castleman, (for that was his name) ordered one 
of his sons (having two on board) to fetch him some; 
when he came with the watEr, his father looked to see 
how much he was bringing him, and thinking it too 
much threw a part of it away, and desired him to give 
the remainder, which he drank, being the first fresh 
water he had tasted for 23 days. As he leaned all this 
time against the companion, he became very cold, and 
begged to go belolV: the capt:lin ordered two men to 
help him down to tire cabin, where they left him sitting 
(In the cabin deck, leaning upon the lockers, all hands 
being now engageu in hoisting in and securing the boat. 
This done, all hands went down to breakfast, except the 
man at the helm. They made some soup for Purnell, 
which he thought ~'ery good, but at that time could eat 
but vel'y littJ~, and in consequence of his late draughts, 
lie had broke out in many parts of his body, so that he 
was in great pain whenever he ~tirred. 'l'hey made a 
bed lor him out of an old sail, and behaved very attell
tj,·c. While they were at breakfast a squall of wind 
came on, whieh called them all upon deck; during their 
absence, Purnell took up a stone bottle, and without 
smellin~ or tasting it, but thinking it was rum, took a 
ht'arty draught of it, and foulJd it to be sweet oil; haYing 
placell it where he found it, he lay down. 

Tht'y still ran along shore with the land in sight, and 
were in great hopes of getting into port that night, but the 
wi:.d dyillg away, they did not get in till nine o'clock 
the next night. All this Erne Pernell reu>.ained like. a 
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child; some one or other was always with him, to give 
him whatever he wished to eat or drink. 

As soon as they came t.o anchor, Captain Castleman 
went on shore, and returned on board the next morning 
with the owner, John Picket, Esq. Soon after they got 
Purnell into a boat and carried bim .on shore; but he 
was still so very feeble, that he was .obliged to be sup
ported by tW.o men. Mr. Picket to.ok a very genteel 
lodging for him, and hired a nUrse to attend him; he 
was immediately put t.o bed, and afterwards provided 
with a change .of clothes. In the course of the day he 
was visited by every doctor in the town, who all gave 
him hopes of recovering; but told him it would be some 
time, for the stronger the constitution, (said they) the 
I.onger it takes t.o recover its lost strength. Though 
treated with the utmost tenderness and humanity, it was 
three weeks bef.ore he was able to come down stairs. He 
stayed in Marblehead tW.o months, during which he lived 
very c.omfortably, alld gradually rccovel'.ed his strength. 
The brig's boat and oal'o were saId for $95, which paid 
all his expenees, and procured him a passage to Boston. 
The nails of his fingers and toes withered away almost 
t{) nothing, and .did not be;in to gr.flw for many months 
after. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE 

SUFFERINGS A.l~D EXTRAORDINARY ADVEN

TURES OF FOUR RUSSIAN SAILORS, 

Who were cast away on the Desert Island oj East

Spitsbergen, in 1743. 

IN the year 1743, Jeremiah Okladmkotr, a mer
chant of Mesen, in the Province of Jugovia, and the 
government{)f Archangel, fitted out a vessel carrying 14-
men. She was destined for Spitsbergen, to be employ
ed in the whale and seal fish ely . For eight successive 
days after they had sailed, the .find was fair; but on the 
ninth it changed, so that instead of getting to the west of 
Spitsbergen, the usual place of rendevous for the Dutch 
ships, and those of other nations annually employed in 
the whale fisheries, they were driven eastward of those 
islands, and after some days they found themselves at a 
small distance from one of them, called East-Spitsber
gen. 

Having approached this island within about three 
wersts, or two English miles, their vessel was suddenly 
surrounded by ice, and they found themselves in an ex
tremely dangerous situation. In this alarming state a 
consultation was held, when the mate, Alexisi:Iimkoff, 
declared, he recollected he had heard that some of ihe 
people of .l\'Iesen, having some hme before, formed B 

resolution of wintering on this island, had accorili<,,:ly 
carried from that town timber proper for building a hut, 
and had actuallv erected one ut some distance from the 
shorr. • 
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This information induced the whole cOLlilany to 
resolve on wintering there; if, as they hoped, the hut 
E.till existed: for they clearly perceived the imminent 
ll:H1;er. in which they were, ami that they Hiust inevita
bly perish if tlley coniillued ill the ship, 'l'hey, there
fore, despatt'hell fGUI' of'the cre,w ill searc)l of the hut 
or any olhel' succor they could meet with, 'l'he"[, 
were Alexis Himkoff. the mate, Iwan HimkofT, his godc 
son, Stephen Scharapoff, and Feoder \Yeregin, As illl,] 
shore on whjch 1hey were to land was uninhabited, it 
was necessary that they shoold make some provision 
for their expedition, They had almost two mile," to 
travel over loose bl'idges of icc, which being; raised by 
the waves, and,tlt'j,'en against each other by the \Viml, ren
dered the way equally ,difficult amI dangerous, Prudence, 
thel'efol'e, forbade their loalling themselves too much, t.-.;t 
being oYeIburthened, they might sink between the pie
ecs of ice and perish, 

Having thU3 maturely consiilPI'('(1 the nature of theil' 
cDdertakillg, they provided thela~eln's with a ll1usket, 
f, p'l\V[lei'~llOm, containing twelve chal',:.::es of powder, 
\\ ith 3S many balls; an axe, a slHall kettle, a bag ,\'jUl 

about twenty pounds of flour, a knife, a tindel'~bux and 
~nder, a bladder filled with tobacco, and every man his 
}Yooden pipe, 'rhus equipped these foul' sailors al'riv"IJ 
on the island, little sllspecting the misfortune that was 
ahout to befal them, The Jirst thing they did "':IS to ex
plol'e the country, and soon discovert'd tl:e hell they 
,;~,!,.e ill search of, about a mile amI a half fl'Ol1l the shorl'. 
It \ViiS thirty-six feet in length, eighteen ill breadth, alld 
as many high, It contained a small anti-chaillber, about 
twelve feet brOlIlI, \\'hit-h had two' doors, Ollt' to S!:lit 

~ut the extcri;)r ail', the other to comml1uieate with tl.., 
i.mer room, ']'hia contl'ilJuted grpatly tn /;e:'p the l,tr~ 
gel' I'O')1ll lYJ.l'iI1 ,,'hen once heated, In t!1f' l«r2;e room 
WitS an eai,thcll stove, con"JI"lH'krl in the Ru~sian Illan~' 
12L:I': UHlt is, a kind of ovcn without a ehillmey ; \',,-:1 :r;h 
serves occasiollly either fUl' klking, L>r hr;:f:llg the 
rO')nl, or, as is Cll,itomal'Y ,il 1JI:1i1~ the Rm"ia'! p"1'sanb iu 
Vf'.I'Y call! wl~athc:', to Skt'j1 UPOIJ. 

S 
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'This discovery gave our adventurers great joy. The 
hut haJ, however, suffered much from the ~eather, 
having now been built a considerable time. 'They pass
ed the night in it, amI early the next morning hastened 
to the shore, impatient to inform their comrades of their 
l>uccess, anti also to pro~ure provisions, ammunition, and 
other necessities as might better enable Ihe crew to win
ter on the island. 'l'heir astonishment antI agony oC 
mind, when 011 reaching the place where they bad Oland
ed, they saw nothing but an open sea, free from ice, 
which but the day before had covered the oceaD, 
may more easily be conceived than descried. A violent 
storm which had arisen during the preceding night, had 

, been the cause of Ihis disastrous event. But they could 
JlOt .tell whether the ice which had ~fore hemmed in 

'the vessel, had been driven' by the violence of the 
waves against the ship, and shl).ttered her to pieces; or 
whether she had been (',arriell out to sea by the current, 
.n circumstance which frequently happens in those seas. 
Whatever accident had befallen her, they EalV her DO 

more; and as no fidings were ever afterwards receJved 
of her, it is most probable that she sunk, and that all on 
board of her peri£hed. . 

This un!ortunate ("{ent depriwd the wretched mari
ners of ,all hopcof ever being able to quit the island, 
;md they return ell to the hut full of horror and despair. 
Their first attention was employed, as may easily be 
imagined,in devi6ing the means of providing subsi6~ 
fence and repairing their hut. '-rhe twelve charges of 
powder which they had brought with them, soon pro
('tired them as many rein-deer, with which animals the 
island abouuds. 

It has already been observed that the hl~t discowred 
lIy the sailors had sustained some damage. There 
were cracl{~ in many places betweel~' the boards of the 
building, which allowed free atl.nission to the ail'. 
'I'his inconvenience was, hvwever, easily remedied; as 
Ihey had an axe, and the beams w('re st.i11 sound, it was 
:'Il easy matter to make the boards join ag:ain H'I"y tol
erably; besides, as moss grew in great abuJl{Jance 11\,1 
moer the island, there was more timn sufficient to fill 
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tlflthe crevices, to whieh wooden houses must always 
be liaQle. Repairs of this kind cost the unhappy men 
th:less trouble, as they were Russians, for all Russian 
peasants are good carpenters, building their own 
houses, and being, in general, very expert in handling 
the axe. 

The intense cold which makes those climates habita
ble t~ ,so few species of animals, renders them equ\\lIy 
unfiffor the production of vegetables. No species of 
tree or even shrub is found on any Gf the islands of 
Spi~sbergen, a circumstance of the most alarming na· 
ture, to our sailors. Without fire it was impossible to 
resist the severity of the' climate; and without wood 
h()w was that fire to be produced or supported 7 Provi. 
dence has, however, so ordered it, that in this particular 
the sea supplies the defects of tbe land. In wandering 
along the beach they collected plelJty of wood, which 
had been driven ashore by the waves. It consisti)d at 
tirst of the wrecks of, ships, and afterwards of whole 
trees with their roota, the Ill'oduce of some more hospi
tabl~ but to them,unJmown, conntry. 

DUring the firs1 year of their exile, nothing proved 
of morc essential service to these unLOrtunate men, 
than some boards they found on the beach, having a 
lang iron hook, some nails about five or six inches ill 
-leDg.th and proportil}Ual;lly thick, together with other 

_ pieces of old iron '!xed in them, tbe melancloly \'(llics 
Qf sQ[Qe vesself:; eMt away in those remote parts. These 
were thrown on shore by tlte waves, at a time when th¢ 
want of powrler gave Q\lr men reasou to apprehend that 
they mUljt faH a (lrey to hunger, as they had nearly con
sumed the rein-deer they had killed. This circull'.stance 
was sucf!eeded by another equally fortunate; they Mund 
on the shore tbe rooi of a fir-tree, which near}yapproach
cd to the figure of a bow. 

As neeessity ha., ever been the mother of invention, 
80 witfl the -"I;p of a knife they soon converted this root 
i.1!lt6 a go~d bow; but they still -wanting a string and 
IilTOWi. Nf>t knowing how to procure these at present, 
tlw.y l'1:wrred upon making a cnuple of lances to defend 
tU~lt'e!fl,aiust €le white bears, the attacks of which 
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antmals, by far tht' most fel'ocious of t~ei! kind, "fh~ 
had great reaSOll, to dread. Finding they could nei~~1' 
jnilke the heads of their lances, nor their arrows; with
Gut the help of.'a hammer, they contrived tofm'm the 
l~rge iron lloo.kmentiooed above in one, by beaitng 
it, and widening ahole itbappened to' have ab<iut~,j.ts 
mid9le: ~th the assistance o( one of the la~g~ ~ 
This received, the handle, and a round knob-itt-: ()i1e 
'end of the hook sen-ed for'the face of the ha-imtuir, A 
large stone supplied the place of the anvil,' the- tongs 
were fOfIlled of a couple of rein,deer'~·'horn5;. Witl} 
these tools they made two speal'-heads, and affer polisl'r 
ing and sliarpening' them OR stones, they tie(t them;, '89 
fast as possible with thongs of rein-deer skin,' to, stick-s 
about the thickness of a man's arm, 'which th~ygot 
from some branches of trees that had been cast On SIlo're, 
Thus eqrupped wfth- spears, they resolved 'to attack"a 
white bear;' and after a most'ilangerous encounter, tlrey 
killecl the forniidable creature, and thus obtained a fresh 
supply ofprm'is'ions, 'I'he flesh of this' anImal they
relished exceedingly.; and J,hey thought it much resem
bled beef in flavor.'I'hey-pcrceived, withgreatpl~
nre, that the tendons ~ight, with little or no trouhle, 
be divided into filainentS'as fine all they pleased. This 
WiIS perhaps the most fortunate discovery these men 
'could haye made; for besides other advantages, they 
were' thtls furnished with etrings forfheirbow., ' 

The success our unfortunate islanders had' experienc.ed 
in 'making the spears; and the - great utmtyof the lattet, 
encoura!!:ed, them to proceed, and to forge some,'pieces' 
of iI'on into heads of arrows of the same shape,:"thougf\ 
somewhat sma].JeI' titan those Qf the spears.' ,Having 

, ground and shar'pencll thp.se li1(e the' former; they,tied 
thcm with'thc sinews of the white bears to pieces'of\Jlr, 
to which, by means of sinews also' of the whitEi.:bell'l', 
they fastened frathers of sea-fowl, and ,thus became 1105-
!:'e::sed of a complete bow and aJ'rows. 'rhein.ingenuity 
in this respect was crowned with success Cai\;beYJl1J,d 
their expectation'j,f01' during: tl)e time of their'c<'Blin~· 
:mce upon the island, they killed wi~h the arroWs no less 
than ~.'jO 'rein-decr, besides a great number of; bl~JlIld-
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white foxes. 'l'hc flesh of these animals served ,i:un 
for foot!,· and their skins fur clothing, !llld other neces
sary preservatives It{;ainst the intense cold of a climate so 
near the pole. 

'.rhey, however, killed only teo white bears in all, and 
these not without the utmost danger ; for these animals 
~ing prodigiously strong, defended themselves willl 
astonishing vigor and fury. The first they attacked l!'c'
lignedly, but the other nine they killed iu their own 
defunce ; for some of these creatures evpn venturEd to 
enter the outer room of their hut in order to de~ctl1· 
them. All the bears did not, it i;; true, shew 1m equllt 
degree of fury; either because sume were les;; l'i t"i'~d 
lJy hunger, or were naturally of a less ferocious ,:i~I'('<' 
tion; for several whidl entered the hut immediatcl,' 
betook themselves to flight 0.0 the first att€wpt fit' til~l 
sailOl'S to drive them away. A repetition of the formi
dable attacks threw the men into gl'cat terror Qnd anx· 
iety, as they were in almost perpetual danger of being 
devoured. 'l'he rein-deer, the blue and white foxes, 
and tlle white bears, were tile only foou these wretcilcd· 
mariners tasted dUling their continuance ill that dre,H'Y 
abode. 

In their excursions through Ihe island, they h:ul fOl1wl 
nearly the middle of it a slimy loam,.or a kind of cl"y 
Out of tbis. tltey found meallll to form a utensil to serve 
for a lamp, and they proposed to keep it constantly 
burning with the fat of the animals they might kill. '}'o 
hav.e been destituta· of light, in a country where, in win
ter, da:-kness reigns. for, several IDDnths togethm', would 
have greatly increased· their other calamities. Haying, 
tlierefore, fashioned a kind' of lamp, they filled it with 
some rein-deer's fat, and stuck in it some linen twisted 
into the shape-of a wick. But they had the mOl'liilt:a!ion 
to lind that, as soon as the fat meltcd, it not only soak
ed into the clay, but fairly ran through it on all sides. 
It. was, therefore, nec~ssary to contrive some l;lethod 0 f 
preventing this jnconvenjenc~, which did not proceed 
.from cracks, but from the su!.;sistanre of which tlw lamp 
was made udll:!; too porou~. 'rhey m~de aii,;lher one, 
i4iediL thl';oug\.lly inJhe air, then heated it rIA! hot, and 

. S~ 
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~Inerwal'(ls quenched it in their kettle, in whicW'they had 
boiled down a quantity of floUl' to the consistance of 
still'ch. '1'he lamp being then dried and filled with melt
ed fat, they now found to their great joy that it did not 
leak. But, for greater seeurity, they dipped linen rags 
in their paste, and with them covered it all over on tile 
outside. Having succeeded in this attempt, they imm~
diafely made another lamp for fear of an accident, that 
at all eyents they might not be destitute of a Jigllt; upon 
\\' hieh they (Jt·termined [0 reserve the remainder cf their 
flour fOl' similar purposes. 

As they harl ('''idully collected whatever happened to 
be ca~t on shore to supply themselves with fuel, they 
had found among the wrecks of vessels some eordage 
and a small qmmfity of oRlmm, whieh served them to 
make wicks for their lamp. 'When these stores began 
;0 fail, their shirts and trowsers were employed to make 
,,;:wd the defieiency. By these means they kept their 
i~lllP lJUl'Ding without intermission, from the day they 
j:'st made it, which was soon after their arrival on the 
i,:la!ld, u:Ilil Ihat of their embarkation for their native 
COUjl~n~ . 

'l'he' necessity of converting fhe most essential 'parts 
of theil' ciolhin'r, such 'as their shirts RUrl drawers, 
jo the (be above specified, exposed them the more to 
tite ri:;or of the climate. They also found themselves 
ill mlllt of "!loe;;, boots, and other articles of dress; 
and as wiuter was approaching, they were again obliged 
ILl have recourse to that ingenuity which necessity sug
gests, and I',hich seldom fails in the trying hour of 
distr(,~5. 

'rileY had abundance of skins of foxes and rein· deer, 
that ha'r\ hilhcrl.) served them for bedding, and which. 
IllfT now thought of employing to some more essential 
s('['vice, I:ut they II-ero at a loss how to tan them. After 
some dl'liberation, they resolved to adopt the following 
1,lethod: Tiley soaked t];e sldns fvr several days in fresh 
wakr, till they could pull off the hair pretty easily; 
ihcy thn ruhbot! the wet skin with their hands until if 
was r~('ar!y dl'l', V;hl'll they spread some melted rain~ 
':':("i'fa( over it, e.!«.1 again rubbed it '.H n. By this pm· 
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cess the leather was rendered soft, pliant, ftllli supple, 
and proper for every purpose for which they wanted to 
employ it. Those skins that were designed for fms, 
they soaked only one day to prepare them for being 
wrought, and then proceeded in: the manner before, 
mentioned, excepting onJy Hlat they did not remove the 
hair. 'l'hus they soon provided themselves with the ne· 
cessary materials for all the parts of dress tJ!cy wanted. 

They made a curious needle out of a piece of wire; 
and the sinews of the bear and rein-deer, which they 
split into severd threads, served them to sew with. 

Excepting an uncasiness which generally accompanies 
an involuntary solitude, these people having thus, oy 
their ingenuity, ·so far overC0me their wanis, might have 
had reason to be contented with what. Providence had 
done for them in their distre~sfnl si!t!ation. But that 
melancholy reflection, to whieh each of these forlOl n 
persons could not help giving way, that perhaps he might 
survive .his companions, and then perish for want of sub
sistance, or become a prey to the wild beasts, incessantly 
disturbed their minds. 'l'he mate, Alexis Himkoft~ 
more particularly suffel'ed; having left a wife and three 
children behind, he was deeply afflicted at his separation 
from them. He declared, after his return, that they 
were constantly in his mind, and that the thought of never 
more seeillg them rendered him very unhappy. 

W'hen our four mariners had passed nearly six years 
in this dreary place, Feodor \V cregin, who had from the 
first heen in a languid condition, died, after sutTering 
excruciating:·: pai1¥' during the latter part of his life. 
Though they were relieved by that event from the trouble 
of attending him, :md the pain of witnessing without 
being able to allcyiate his misery, yet his death affected 
them not a,liUle. They saw their numbers diminished, 
and each of the SUl"yivol's wished to be the next to fol-
low him. . 

As he died in winter, they dug a grave in the snow as 
deep as they could, in ,~hich they laid the porpse, and 
then covel·cu it to the best of their power, that the white 
hellrs might Jlotset at it. Th~ melancloly refl~ctiQlJs 



occasioned by the d~ath of their comrade were stilI fresh 
in their minds, aml eacb ex:pecteu to pay this last duty 
to his remaining ooJllpaUiODii ill misfortune, or to receive 
it from tiJem, wbeD, on the 15th of August I 74lJ, It Rus
sian ship unexpectedly aFJPEmred in sight. 

The vessel belollged to a trader, who had come with 
it to Arcbangel, intending that it should winter in Nova 
Zembla, but, furtunately for our poor exiles, tlle director 
of the whate·fishery proposed to tlte met'chant to let 
his vessel winter at West-Spitsbergen, to which, after 
lllany ObjeCtiGDS, he at length agreed. 

'I'ile contrary "inils they met with on their passage 
·made it irnpos~ilJle for tbem to reach the place of their 
destination. 'l'he .-esse} was driven towards East-Spits
bergen, directly opposite to the residence of our mari
ners, who, as ,,'lon lIS they perceived her, hastened t(). 
light &res UpOIl the hills nearest their habitation, and theu 
ran to the ueaell, wavins a Bag made of l'cin-deer's skin, 
fn,teueu to a pole. The p(i\opie on board, perceiving 
t:lese signals, concluued that there were men upon the 
islauu, who implored their assistance, and therefore· 
came to an arH'uor near the shore. It would be in vain 
.to attempt to describ~ the joy -of these poor people, at 
seeing the moment of their deliverance so near. They 
:'loon agreed with the master of- the ship to work for him 
during the voyage, anuto pay him eighty rubles on their 
arriY11.1, for taking thelll on board \\ith all their riches, 
which consisted of fiflY p.ull, or, 2000 pounds weight of 
Fein-deer fat; besides many hides oUhose aruma Is, skins 
of blue and white foxes, and th08.e of, tpe tcn white 
be<1rs they had killed. 'rhey took care not to forget 
their bow and arrows, their sJlear~, their knife, and axe, 
which were almost worn out, their awls ami their neellll's, 
which they carefully kept in a bone box, very ingeniously 
1l1Rlle with their knife only; and iu short every thing: 
ihey possessed. 

Our ad\'enturersarrivedsafe at Archangel on the 28th 
of September, 174.9, having spent six years and three 
months in tlleir dreary solitu!lp. The moment of their 
landing was near p:-J"ing fatal to the Ivying a.nd be/ove.! 
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wife of Alexi5 Himkoff, who being present when the 
vessel came into port, immediately knew hel' husband, 
and ran with such eagerness to his emhraces, that she 
slipped into the watel' and very narrowly escaped being 
drowned. 

All three on their arrival were strong and healthy; but 
havill.S; lived so long \·.itllOut bl'cad, they could not re
concile themseiH's to the usc of it, amI comp[<lined that 
it filled them with wind; nol' could 1hey beal' allY spiritu
ous liquorS, amI therefore never drank any' thing but 
water afterwards. 



LOBS OF THE 

BALSEWELL EAST-INDIAMAN, 

Wrecktd oj[ Seacamhe, i'ft lhe [lJte oJ Purbeck, on the 

COa3t oj Dor8etshire, January 6"th, 1786, 

THE Haisewell East-lndiaman, of 758 tons 
burthen, Richard Pierce, Esq,..,. commander, having 
been taken up by the' Direetors to make her tbird 
voyage to Coast and Bay, fell down to Gravesend the 
16th of November, 1785, and there completed her 
lading. Having taken the ladies and otbel' passengl'rs 
on board at the Hope, she sailed through the Downs on 
Sunday, January the 1st, 1786, and the l.ext mOl'cing, 
being abreast of Dunnose, it fell calm. 

The ship was one of tbe finest in tbe service, and 
supposed to be in tbe most perfect condition for her 
voyage; and tbe commander 1\ man of distingubhed 
IlbiIity and exemplary character. His officers poss('ssed 
unquestioned knowledge in their profession; the crew, 
composed of the best seamen that could be collcctell, 
'Was as numerous as the establishment admits. The 
vessel likewise contained a com,ider:lhle botly of 
soldiers, destined to recruit the forces of the C(;ntpany 
in Asia. 

'l'he passengers were }liss Eliza Pierce, and Miss 
Mary-Anne Pierce, daughters of the command,';' ; 1~j;S3 
Amy Paul, and Miss Mary Paul, Daughters of Mr r,<ul, 
of Somersetshi~e, and relations of Captain Pierce; 1.fiss 
Elizabeth B1ackburnc, daughtcr of Captain B. Iikcwi~c 
in the service of the East-Intfia" Company ; ~Ii~s r·lary 
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Haggard, sister to an officer on the Madras estabii8h
ment; Miss Ann Mansell, a native of Madras, but of 
European parents, who had reeeiH!El her edueation in 
Eogland; an'd John-George Schutz, Esq. retnming to 
Asia, where he hall long resided, to {loiled a part of his 
fortune which he had left bffiind. 

On Monday, the 2d of January, lit three P. M. a 
breeze springing up from the south, they ran in shore to 
land the pilot. 'I'he weather coming on very thick in 
the evening, and the wind baffiing, at nine they were 
obliged to anchor in eighteen fathom water. They furled 
their top sails, but were unable to furl their courses, the 
Bnow falling thick and freezing as it fell. 

'i'uesda.f, t.he 3d. at 4 A. M. a violent gale came on 
from E. N. E. and tbe ship driving, they were oblil!;ed 
to cut their cables and run out to sea. At noon they 
tlpoke Ivith it brig to Dublin, and havmg put th~ir pilot 
on board of her, bore down channel immediately. At 
f'ight in the evening the wind freshening, and coming to 
the southward, they reefed such sails as were judged 
necessary. At ten it blew a violent I!ale at south, and 
they were obliged to carry a press of sail to keep the 
ship off the shore. In this situation, the hawse· plugs, 
which, according to a recent improvement, were put 
inside, were washed in, and the hawse bags washed 
away, in consequence of which they shipped a great 
quantity of waier on the gun-deck. 

Upon soullding the well they found that the vessel had 
sprung a leak, and had five feet of water in hel· hoh! ; 
they clued up the main top·sail, hauled up the main-sail,' 
and immediately attempted to furl both, but failed in the 
attempt. All the pumps were set to work on the disco
very of the leak. 

Wednesday the 4th, at two A. 1\1. they endeavored to 
wear the ship, but without suceess. The mizen-mast 
W1L'; instantly cut away, amI a secOII'I attempt made t6 
wear, which succeeded no better than the fOrlller. The 
ship having now St"l·el1 feet wllter in her holtl, 1'Il1d the 
leak gailling fast on the pum,s, it was U::mght c-,perlknt 
for the preservation of the ship, which appeared to be 
in im:r.cdiate dan;~r of fOIHH.lcr:ng, to cut away- the 



::16 LOSS OF THE HALSEWELL. 

rnam-Ini.:Ol. In its fall Jonathan l\'loreton, coxswain, and 
four men, were carried overboard by the wl'eck and 
drowned. By eight o'clock the wreck was cleared, and 
the ship got before the wind. In this position she was 
kept about two hours, during which the pumps reduced 
the water in the hold two feet. 

At ten in the morning tbe wind abated consitlerably, 
and the ship laboring extremely, rolled the foretof}'mast 
over on the, larboard side, which, in the tilll, torc the 
foresail to pieces. At eleven the wind came to the west
ward, and the weather clearing up, the Benoy-Head was 
distinguished, at the distance of four 01' five leagues. 
Having erected a jury main'mast, and set a top-gallant 
sail, for a main-sail, they bore up for Portsmouth, and 
employed the remainder of the day in getting up a jury 
mizen-mast. 

On Thursday the ,5th, ,at two in the morning the wind 
came tl) the southward, blew fresh, and the weather was 
very thick. At noon Portland was seen, bearing north 
hy east, distant abouHwo or three leagues. At eight at 
night it blew a strong gale at south; the Portland lights 
were seen bearing northwest, distant four or five leagues, 
when they wore ship and got her head to the westward. 
Finding they lost ground on that lack, they wore her 
again, and kept stretching t'l the c:lstward, in the hope 
of weathering Peverel· Point, in which case they intended 
to have anchored in Stud land Bay. At eleven they saw 
St. Alban's Head, a mile and a half to the leeward, upon 
which they took in sail immediately, and Ie, ;':;0 the 
small bower anchor, which brought up the ship at a 
whole cable,and she rode for about an hour, ana then 
dl'Ove. They now let go the sheet a nclw 1', and wore 
away a whole cable; the ship rode about two hours longer 
when she drove again. - . 

In this sit.nation the captain sent for Mr. Helll'y I\1'eriton, 
lhe chief ofi1cer, and askerj his opinion concerning the 
probahilityof saving their lives. He repli('d wilh equal 
Candor lmd calmllc"s, that he Ilpprehended there waf; 
,-ery little hopes, ;;, they w",rp ,hell driviu,; fast on ,hore, 
::md might expect every ),FJrJlC'nt tl) st: iiie, It was ;!",ec'il 
1hut the boal, eonl,! n0t:h?1l be (If ;J!~.r use. but it· wm 
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proposed that the officers should be {lonfidentially request-' 
ed, in ease an opportunity presented itself, of making 
it serviceable, to reserve the longboat for the ladies 
and themselves, and this precaution was accordingly 
faken. • 

About two in the morning of Friday, the 6th, the 
ship still driving, and approaching the shore yery fast, 
the same officer again went into the cuddy where the 
captain then was. Captain Pierce expressed extreme 
anxiety for ,the preservation c>f his beloved daughters. 
and .enrnestly asked 1\1r. Meritan, if he could devise any 
means of saving thel11. The latter expressed. his fears 
that it would be impossible, adding, that their only 
chance would be to wait for the morning, upon whicl! 
the captain lifted up his hands in silent 'distress. 

At this moment the ship struck with such violence 
as to tlash ·the h.-ads of tholle who were standing in 
the cuddy against the deck abo'\\C them, and the fatal 
blow was accompanied by a shriek ,of .horror, which 
burst at the same instant from ,every (tuarter of the 
ship. 

The seamen, many of whom had been remarkably 
inattenti"e and remiss in their duty uuring great part oT 
the storm, and had actually skulked in their hammocks, 
leaving the exertions of the pllmp, and the other labors 
requiteu by their situation, to the officers, roused to a 
sense of their danger, now poured upon the deck, to 
which the utmost endeavors of their officers could not 
I{eep them while their assistance might have been use
ful. But it was now too late; the ship continued to 
beat upon the rocks, and soon bul~cd, falling willi her 
broadside 1?wards the shQre. '''-hen the ship simek, 
several of the men caught holu of the ensign·si3fl~ 
undel' the appnhensiOil ,of IJergoing to pit:ccs imme
diately. 

At this r:'itie:1! jllnctu~£ Mr, lVIeriton ollcred his un
Jiappy companions the best advice that pWf:ib!y couhI 
be gin·n. III' recommended that they should all relHlir 
to tnd side of the ship w~kil IllY lowest on t.he rocks, and 
hIlI' the "rlllarilHli1ir~ that mil;U then prescnt tht'lr.~elves 
of escaping singly to the shore, He thell returned to the 

, '1' 
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round-house, where all the passengers and most of the 
,officers were assembled. 'I'he latter were emphyed in 
affording consolation to the unfortunate ladies, and with 
unparalleled magnanimity, suffering their complIssion 
1:)r the amiable companions of their own danger, and 
the dre:Hl of almost inevitable destruction. At this mo
lTIent what nJU~t have been the feelings of a father-of 
such a falher as Captain Pierce? 

'The shirl had struck on the rocks near 8eacombe, on 
the island of Purbeck, between Peverel-point amI 8t. 
Alban's·Head. On this part of the shore the cliff is of 
immense height, and rises almost perpendicularly. In 
this particular spot the cliff is excavated at the base, 
presenting a cavern ten 001' twelve yards in. depth, and 
~:qual in breadth iu the length of a large ship. 'I'he sides 
of the cavern are so nearly upright as to be extremely diffi
'~l1lt of access, and the bottom of it is strewed with 
"harp and uneven rocks whicb appear to bave been rent 
ii·om above by some convulsion of nature. It was at 
the mouth of tbis cavern that the unfortunate \"essel 
Jay stretched almost from side to side, and presented 
her bl·oadside to the horrid chasm. But, at the time 
the ship struck it was too dark to discover the extent 
of their danger, and the extreme borror of their situa
tion. 

'I'he number in .the round-house was now increased 
'.0 nearly fifty, by the admission of three black women 
and two soldiers' wives, with the husband of one of the 
latter, though the sailors, who had demanded entrance 
to get a Ii~ht, had been opposed and kept out by the 
officers. Captaiu Pierce was seated on a chair, or some 
other moveable, .between his two daughters, whom he 
presicd alternately to his affectionate bosom. 'I'he 
reot of the melancholy assembly were seatell 011 the 
,oieck, which was strewed with musical instruments, and 
the wreck of furniture, boxes, and packages. 

Here Mr. Meriton, after ha1'illg lighted severnl wax 
candles, and all the glas5 Ian thorns he could find, like
wise took his seat, intend inc; tlO) wait till day-light, in the 
hope that it would afford him an opportur.ityof t'ffcct
bg his own escape, :u.cd also rendering as~i5:ance to the 
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partners of his danger. But, observing that the ladies 
appeared parched and exhausted,-he fetched a basket of 
oranges from some pal't 0[' the round-house, with which 
he prevailed on some of them to refresh themselves. 

On his retu;n he perceived a considerable alteration 
ill the appearance of the shiV. 'l'he sides were "isihly 
giying way, the deck seemed to heayC', and he disco
vered other evident symptoms that she could not hohl 
together much longel', Attempting to go fOl'ward to 
Jook oul, he instantly pei'ceived that the ship hail separat
ed in tlHl middle and that the fore-part had changed its 
position, anti lay rather fal'thel' out towards the 5("3. 

In this emergency he determined to seize the 
present moment, as the next might have been charg
ed with his fate, awi to fcHow the example of the crew 
and the soldiers, who were leaving the ship in numbers, 
and making their way to a shore, with the horrors of 
which they were yet unacquainted, 

'To fayor their escape an attempt Ilad been made to 
lay the ens:gn-staff from the ship's side to the rocks, but 
without success, for it snapped to pieces before it reach
ed them. By the light cf rt lanthofn, however, 1\'1'1'. Meri
ton, discovered a spar, which appeared to be laill from 
the ship's side to the rocks, and upon which he deter
mined to attempt his escape. He accordingly lay down 
upon it, and thrust himself forward, but soon fOtmd 
that the spar had no eommunicatlon wit.h the rock, He 
reached the end and then slipped off, receiving a 'I iolell~ 
contusion in his fall. Before he could recover !-is legs 
he was washed olf by the surge, in whid~ he SUPPOl't~(l 
himself by swimming till the l'etul'lling wave dashed him 
against the back of the cavern. Here he Jaill holO. or 
a small projection of the rock, but was so benumbed 
that he was on the point of quittin6 it, when a seaman, 
who IHltl already g.ained a footing, extended his band amI 
asaisted him till he could secul'e himself on a little shelf 
or the rock, from which he clambered still higher till he 
was out of the reach of the surf. 

lVIl'. Rogers, the thil'd mate, remained with the C:1p' 
tain and the ladies nearly twenty minutes artel' Mr. 
I1Ieriton had left the ship. The latter had not long 
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quitted the roundhouse,_ before the captain inquired 
what was become of him, when JUr. Rogt'rs replied, that 
he hau gone upon deck to see what could be uone. A 
heavy sea soon afterwa/'ds broke over the ship, upon 
which the ladies 6xpressed great concern at the appre
hendon of his loss.' JUl'. Rogers proposed to go and 
call him, but this they opposed, fearful lest he might 
shar!' the ~amc fate. 

'The ~ea now broke ill at the fore part of the ship, 
and re:H.heu as far as the main-m;,st. Captain Pierce 
and MI'. Rog;ers then ,wut together, with a lamp, to 
the stem gallery, where, after "iewing the rocks, the 
captain asked 1\1r. Rogers if he thought there was any 
!,essih:lity of saying the girl:!. He replied, he feared 
n~.t ; tor il]q coulu di5cover nothing but the black sur
fa('e of the perpendicular" rock, and not the cavern 
which afforded shelter to those who had escaped. They 
then retul'lH:d to the round-house j wkere captaill Pierce 
again sedcd himself between his two daughters, slrn!:
gling to suppress the parental ter.r which then started into, 
his eye. 

'I'he sea continuing tv break in very fa8t, 1\1r. Rogers, 
Mr. Schutz, and Mr. M'Manus, a midshipman, with a 
view to attempt their escape, made their way to tIle, 
poop. They had scarcely reached it, when a heavy sea 
breaking over the wreck, the rOlllld-house gave way, 
and (her heard the lodies shriek at intervals, as if the 
water had reached them; the noise of the sea at other 
times drowning their voices. 

Mr. Brimer had followed IVrr. Rogers to the poop, 
,,,here, on the ('oming of the fatal sea, they jointly 
'ei~;{'d a hen-coop, arId the same wave lVhich whelm
'.'ti those who n'mained below in destruction, carried 
J;im and his c.ompanion to the rock, 011 which they 
'\ere (bshed with great violence and miserably bruis
'. d. 

On this rock were twenty·seven men; but it 1"~S low 
W1l(CI', and bein,;_ convinced that, upI'm the flowing 01 
I !Ie tide, the)" tlYust all be washed off, many endeavored 
/0 t:!:et to the baofilint' sides of the cavern beyond the reach 
of the returning sea. Excepting lVlr. Rogers and l\ir. 
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Brimer, scarcely mOl'e than six succeeded in this at
tempt. Of the remailHlel', some experienced the fate 
they sought to avoid, othel'S pelibhed in endeavoring to 
get into the cavern. 

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Brimer, however, having reach
ed the cavern, climbed, up the I'Oclr, on the narrow 
shelves of which tbey fixed themselves. 'l'he [ormel" 
got so near to his friend, 1\11'. Meriton, as to exchange 
congl'atulations with him; but between these gentle
men thel'e were about twenty men, nOlle of whom 
could slil' but at the most imminent hazard of his life, 
When lHr. Rogers reached thIS station his strength was 
so nearly exhausted, that had the struggle continue!l 
a few mintes longer he must inevitably have per
ished. 

'l'hey soon found that though many who had reached 
the rocks below, ha'l perished in attempting to ascen(l, 
yet that a considerable number of the crew, seamen, 
soldiers, and some of the inferior officers, were in the 
same situation' with them,selves. What that situation 
was they had still to learn. They had escaped immedi
ate death; but they were yet to encounter a thousallll 
hanlships (or the precarious chance of e!;cape. Some 
part of the ship was still discernible, and they cheerel~ 
themselves, in this dreary situation l , with the hope that 
it woulll hold together till day· break, Amidst their own 
misfortunes the sufferings of the females filled their 
minds with the acutest anguish; every returning sea· 
increased their apprehen"10ns for the safety of their ami
able and helpless companions. 

But, alas! too soon were these apprehensions reaJiz. 
ed. A few minutes after Mr. Rogers had gained the 
rock, a general shriek, in which the voice of female· 
distresses was lamentably tlistinguishabl~, announced'. 
the dreadful catastrophe! In a few moments all was· 
bushed, excepting the warring winds and tbe dashing 
waves. 'I'he wreck was whelmed in the bosom of the 
deep, and not an atom of it was ever dicovered. Thu'l 
perished the Halsewell ....... nd with her, worth; hooo1', skil\ 
beauty, and accomplisbments 

T2. 
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This stroke was a drcl\dful aggravation of \Voe h the 
trembling and scarcely half-saved wretches, who were 
clinging about the sides of the hOfl'id cavern. They felt 
for themselves, but they wellt for wives, parents, fa',hers, 
brothers, sistel's-perhaps lovers !--all cut off from their 
dearest, fondest hopes! 

Theil' feelings were not less agonized by the subse
qUWlt events of that ill-fated night. :Many who had 
gained the precarious stations on the rocks, exhausted with 
fatigue, weakened by bruises, and benumbed with cold, 
quitted their holds, and falling headlong, either upon the 
rocks below, or into the surf, perished beneath the feet 
of their wretched associates, and by their dying groans 
and loud exclamations, awakened terrific apprehensions 
of a similar fate in the survivors. 

At length, after three hours of the keenest misery, 
jhe day broke on them, but, far from bringing with it 
f he expected relief, it served only to discover to them 
nIl the horrors of their situation. 'J'hey were convinced 
that, had the country been alarmed by the guns of dis
il'ess, which they continued to fire several hours before 
the ship struck, but which, from tbe violence of the 
8torm, were unheard, they could neither be observed 
by the people above, as they were completely ingulph
cd in the cavern, and overhung by the cliff; nor was 
any pad of the wreck remaining to indicate their prob
able place of refuge. Below, no boat could live to 
search them out, and had it been pos~jhle to acql,laint 
those who were willing ta assist them with their exact 
situation, they were at a loss to conceive how any ropes 
could be conveyed into the cavei'll to facilitate their 
e"cape, 

'1'he only method that afforded any prospect of suc· 
cess was to creep along the side to its outer extremity, 
to turn the corner on a ledge scarcely as broad as a 
me:1's hanlJ, amI to climb up the almost pel'pemlicular 
precipices, )}early tl"-I) hundf(~d feet in height. In 

'.his desperate attempt some sueceeded, while others; 
tre:nhling with terror, and exhausted with bodily 
anti mental fatigue, lost their precarious f'Joting 1.l.J;jd 
llcriclhe!i. 
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'l'hc first men who gained the summit of the cliff 
were the cook, and James 'l'hompson, a quarter-master. 
Ey their individual exertions they reached the top, and 
instantly hastened to the nearest house, to make known 
the situation of their fellow-sufferers. Eastington, the 
habitation of Mr_ Garland, steward, or agent, to the 
proprietors of the Pqrbeck quarries, was the house at 
which they first arrived. 'l'hat gentleman immediately 
~sembled the workmen under his direction, and with 
the most 2;ealous humanity exerted every effort for the 
preservation of the surviving part of the cr~v of tlw 
unfortunate ship. 

1\11'. Meriton had, by this time, almost reached the 
edge of the precipice. A soldier, who preceded him, 
stood upon a small projecting rock, or stone, and upon 
the same stone Mr. Meriton had fastened his hr.nds to 
assist his progress. Just at this moment the quarrymen 
arrived, and seeing a man so nearly wiiliin their reach 
they dropped a rope, of which he immediately laid hold. 
By a vigorous effort to avail himself of the advantage, 
be loosened the stone, which giyiug war, Mr. Merito!1 
must have been precipitated to the bottom, had not a 
rope been lowered to him at the instant, }vhich he seiz.
~d, while in the act of fallill~, and was safely drawn to the 
summit. - .. 

'l'he fate of Mr. Brim.rr was peculiarly severe. He 
had becQ manied only nine days before the ship sailed, 
to the daughter of Captain Norman, of the Royal Navy, 
came on shore, as it has been observed, with 1\11'. Ro~ 
gel's, and, like him, got up the side of the cavern. 
Here he remaine~ till the morning, when he crawled 
out; a rope was thrown' him, but he was either SCI 

benumbed with the cold as to fasten it about him im
prop.erly, or so agitateA as to neglect to fasten it at all 
·Whatever was the cause, the effect proved fatal; at the 
moment of his supposed pre~ervatio~ he fell from his 
lltand, and was unfortunately dashed to pieces, in sight 
of those who could only lament the deplorable fate of· 
an amiable man and skilfltJ officer. 

'J.'he method of affording help was remarkable, an~ 
docs honor 00 the h~manity and intrepidity of the qual" 
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rymen. The distance from the top of tl1e rock to the 
caveI'D, ovel w;iich it projected, was at least one hun· 
dl'ed f"d: len of these I:mued a declivity to the edg~, 
and the rem,jilder was perpendicular. On the'very 
brinl. of this precipiee stold too dal'ing fellows, 'with 
a rope tied !'Ound them, and fastened above to a stl'ong 
iron bar fixed into the ground. Behind these, in like 
manner, stood others, two and two. A strong rope, like
wise properly se('ul'ed, passed between them, by v:1-.ich 
they might hold, ;md support themselves from falling. 
Another rope, \~iih a nuose rearly fixed, wa~ then let 
down below the ('avern, and the wind blowing hard, 
it was sometimes forced under the projecting rock, so 
that the sufferers could reach it without crawling to the 
edge -Whoever laid hold of it put the nose round his 
waist, and was drawn up with the utmost care and cau
tk'n by their illtr <?ilid de!iverel's 

III this attempt, however, many shared the fate of 
the unfortunate Mr. Brimer. Unable, through cold, 
perturbatiDn of wind, weakness, or the inconvenience 
of the stations. they occupied, to avail themselves of 
the succor that was offered them, they were precipitat
ed from the stupendous cliff, and either dashed to pie
ces on the rocks, or railing mto th~ surge, perished in 
the waves. 

Among these unp,ap.py sufferers the deat.h r.f a drum
mer was attended with drcurmt.ances of peculiar dis
tre"s Being eiilier waihed off the rocks by the sea, 
or Llling into the surf, he was carried by the returning 
waves beyond the breakers. His utmost efforts to re
gain them we're ineffectual, he was drawn farther out to 
sea, and being a remarkable good swimmer, con'inned 
to struggle with the waves, in the view of his commiserat· 
ing companions, till his strength was exhausted, and he 
6unk,-to rise no more! 

It was late in the day when all the survivors were car
ried to a place of safety, excepting: William Trenton, 
l\ soldier, who remained on his perilolls stand till the 
morning of Satur~.by, the 7th, exposed to the united 
ho!'foi'~ of extreme per~0!'.al dan~er, and tlJe mo~ ac'.!~e 
liisrr;ietud£ oi milJ(l, -
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The surviving officers, seamen, and scldiers; being 
assembled at the house of their benevolent deliverer, 
1\11'. Garland,' they were mustered, and found to alllount 
to 74, out of rather more than 2-'10, which was nearly 
the number of the erew, and passengers, when she sail
ed through the DOWDS. Of the rest it is supposed t~at 
fifty or more sunk ,,:jih the Captl1in and the ladies in 
the round-house, and that upwards of seventy reached 
the rocks, but were washed off, or perished, in faIl
ing from the cliffs. All those who reached the summit 
survived, excepting two or three, who expired while being 
drawn up, and a black, who died a few hours after he was 
brought to the house. Many, however, were so misera
bly bruised, that their lives were doubtful, and it was a 
considerable time before they perfectly recovered their 
strength, 

The benevolence and generosity of the master of the 
Crown Inn, at Blanford, deserves the highest·praise. 
When the distressed seamen arrived at that town he 
sent Cor them all to his hOllse, and having given them the 
l'efl'eshmellt of a comfortable dinner, he presented eRch 
man with half a crown t,.) help him ou his journey. 



LOSS OF THE 

NO'f'l'IN'GHAl\1 GALLEY, OF LONDON; 

WII~"tmI:D UN Bo"N I'II,MID, NiJAR NlilW-ENOLASD, 

DEC. 11th, t7IO; 

.and the Suffirings, Preservation,_ cmd Deliverance, 

of the Crew. 

By Captain John. Dean. 

THE Notfin:jnnm Galley, of antI from London, 
of 120 tons, ten bUllS, fourteen men, John Dean, (:om
rnant-ler, h[.[yiDg taken in cordage in England, and butter, 
(' heese, &(' _ in Ireland, sailed for Boston in N cw-Eng
land, the 25th of Septemb2r, 171 0, 1\'[eetin~ with con
trary ,dnds and bad weather, it was the beginning of 
Decullber when we first made land to the eastward of 
Piseataqua, ami proceeding southward for the hay of 
libssadmsetts, under a hard gale of ,vind at northeast, 
accOIl'Jlanied with rain, hail, and snow, having no ob
servation for ten or h\'I,lve days, we, on the 11th, hand
ed all our sails, excepting our fore-sail amI maintop-sail 
double-reefed, ordering one hand forward to look out. 
Betweell ('i~,ht amI nine o'clock, going forward myself, I 
saw the bn",kers ahead, whereupon I called out to put 
the helm hard to starboard, but before Ihe ship could 
wear, we struck upon the emt end of the rock, called 
Booll- IsI,lnd, four lea;£ues to the eastward of Pis
cataqua. 
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The second or third sea heaved the ship alongside of 
it; running likewise so very high, and the ship laboring 
so excessivt'ly, that "'e wel'e not able to stand upon 
deck; and though it was not Ilistant above thirty or for
ty ~ards, yet the weather was so thick and dark, that 
we could not see the rock, so that we were justly thrown 
into consternation at the melancholy prospect of immedi
ately perishing in the sea. I presently called all hanlls 
dOlVn to the cabin, where we continued a few minute;;;, 
earnestly supplicating the mercy of heaven; but know
ing that prayers, without, are vain, I orderell all up 
again to cut the masts by the board, but several were so 
oppressed by the terrors of ctmscience that they were 
incapable of any exertion. We, however, went upon 
deck, cut the weathermost shrouds, and the ship heeling 
towards the rocks, the force of the sea soon broke the 
masts, so that they fell right towards the shore. 

One of the men went out on the bOlVsprit, anll return
ing, told me he saw something black ahead; anll would 
venture to get on shore, accompanied with any othcr 
person: upon which I desired some of tIll' best swim
m€rs (my ma{e ar.d one more) to go with him, and if 
they gained the rock, to give notice by their calls, and 
direct us to the most SeCtHe place. Recollecting some 
money and papers that might be of use, also ammuni-
1ion, brandy, &c. I then went down and opened the 
pla«e in which they were; but the ship bulging, her 
dedfs opened, her back broke, and hel' beams gave 
way, so that the stern sunk under water. I was, there
fore, hastened forward to eseape instant ueath, and hav
ing heard nothing of the men who had gone before, C0~
clufled them lost. Notwithstandin!!; I was under the 
necessity of making the same adv.enture upon the fore
mast, moving I!,radually forward betwixt every sea, till 
at last quitting it, I tI1l'c;,- myself wilh all the s!!'('ugth 
I hall, towards the rock; but it being low water,. and the 
rock extremely slippery, I cou)(\ get no h,·Id, and tore 
my fing:ers, hands, an,l arm5, in the most deplorable 
mauneI', every wash of the'St'a fdching me off a2;1\in, so 
that it was with the utmost peril and difficulty tbt I :::ot 
l','lf,~ on ~!.JJre at last. 'I'he reo' of the men ["",:< l!le same 
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hazards, but through the mercy of ProvIdence' we all 
escaped with our lives. 

After endeavoring to disc'harge the salt water and 
creeping a little way up the rock, I heard the voices' of 
the tht'ee men above mentioned, antI by ten o'clock we 
all met together, when, with grateful hearts, we return
ed humble thanks to Providence for our deliverance from 
such imminent danger. We then endeavored to gain 
shelter to the leeward of the rock, bllt found it so small 
ami inconsiderable, that it would afford none, (heing 
but about one hUl)dred yards long and fifty broall,) and 
so very craggy that we could not walk to keep ourselves 
warm, the weather still continuing extremely cold, with 
snow and rain. 

As soon as day-light appeared I went towardsihe place 
where we ('·ame on shore, not doubting hut that we 
1'.hol1ld meet with provisions enough from the wreck 
for our si1pport, but found only some piens of the 
masts and yards among some old junk and cables con
gered together, which the anchors had prevf>nted from 
being carried away, and kept moving about the rock at 
some distance. Part of the ship's stores, with some 
pieces of plank and timber, old sails, canvas, &c. lIrove 
on shore, but nothing eatable, excepHng some small 
pieces of cheese which we pi~.j.;ed up among the rock
weed, in the whole to tlle quantity of three' small 
che('ses, 

We used 0111' utmost entlE3vors to get fire, J,a'.'ing 
a steel and flint with us, :>nd also by a tL'ill, '\";ilh a 
vet'y swift motion; but haying nothing but what had 
L.'1g been water-soaked, all our attemps proved in
etl'ectual. 

At night we stowed one upon another, under our 
canvas, in the best manner possible, to keep each other 
warlll. 'l'lle next d.,,)' the l"cilther clearing a littI(', iu,d 
inclinin~ to frost, I mmt out, alHl perceiving the main 
la,]d, ( knew where we "'€l'e, and encouraged my men 
with the hope of being (liS(,()H')'cd !'J' f;"].;ing ~bd!ors, 
desit iq?; them to 8,,1p'ch fo:- anfl Lll'ing up. what rJm.les, 
cal1~entt'i'\ h:)j8, ;;I'd s'"res Cley cf.nlt! find, .in ol'!.ler to 
huiJd It teilt and a '-'(U t . The couk thGl compl:JilJ(:d U:at 
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!.te WIIS almost stan'ed, and his countenance Iliscovcl'ing 
lois illness, I ordered him to remain behind with two 01' 

wee more whom the frost had seized.· Ahout noon the 
men acquainted me that he WIIS dead; we theref(ll't! laid' 
him in a convenient place for the sea to carry him away. 
loJone mentioned eating him, thou!!:b several, wiih 
FJ~Y'elf, afterwards aekoowledged that they bad thought:;; 
'); It. 

After we had been in this situation two or three days, 
'>:1' frost being very seyere, nDtI the weather extremely 
:.·oP, it seized most of our hands and feet to sneh a 
~legree as to take away the sense of ft:l ;'ng, and reDiler 
~hem almo:;t useless; so benumbing ami discoloring 
tlIem as gave us just reMon to apprehend mortification. 
We pulled off our shoes, and ,cut off our boots; but in 
getting off our stockings, many, whose legs were blis
tered, pulled oW skin and all, and some, the nails of their 
toes. We theu wrapped up OUI' legs and feet as warmly 
as we could in oakum and canvas. 

We now began to build our tent in a triangular form, 
cacb side beilJg ab0ut eight feet, covered it with the old 
ilails and: canvas tbat came on shore, having just room 
for each to lie down on one side, so that none cDuld turn" 
excepting all turned, which was about every tlVO lumrs, 
tlllOD ll<)f1ce gi ven. We also fixed a staff to ibc top of 
our tent, upon which, as often as the weather would 
pNmit, we hoiste(j a piece of cloth in .the form or It flag, 
in order to discover ourselves to any vessel that might 
'approach. . 

'Ve then commeneell the bllHding of our boat with 
planl{s and timber belonging to the w~c('k. Ollr only 
tools" ere the hll\de of a cutlass, made int.) a saw with 
our knives, a hmnmer, and a caulking mllllet. 'Ve 
found some nails in the clefts of the rock, /lUU obtained 
others from the sheathing. We bill three planks flat 
for the 'lottom, auil two up ea~ll siue, fixed to staunch
in?;s and let intn the hottom timhrl's, with two short 
pieces at ea.ch cud, and one breadth of new Hollam} 
duck round Ill<' sirles t(l kl¥.'p out the spray of the sea. 
We caulked aU we could with oakum drawn from tbe ol(l 
junk, ami in other place3 filled up the dbt.'\llces with 

U 
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I,JUg pieces of canvas, all of which we secured in the 
-best manner possible. We found also some sheet·lead 
and rump~leather, which·proved of use" We fixed a 
short mast and square sail, with sevenpaddl~ to row, 
and another -longer to steer. But OUl' carpenter, whose 
:"ervices were now most wanted, was, by reason of 
illness, scar~ely capable of affording us either as~istance 
or advice; and all the rest, excepting myself and. two 
J}lofe, were so benumbed and, feeble as to be unable to 
:.>tir, The weather, too, was so exJremely cold, that we 
.could seldom stay out of the tent above four hours in 
the day, and so';~e days w£ could do nothing at all. 

When we bad been upon the rock about a week, wiUv 
out any kind of provisions, excepting the cheese abon
mentioned, and some beef bones, w.b.ich we eat, after 
heating them to pjeces, we saw three boats, about five 
leagues from us, which, as -·may easily be .. imagined, 
-r:ejoiced us not a little, believing that the period of our 
deliverance had arrived. 1 directed all the men to 
Cl'cep out of the tent and halloo together, as loud as 
their strength would permit. We likewise made all the 
signals we could, butin vain, for they nejther heard nor 
saw us. We, ,however, re.ceived no small encourage
ment from the sight of Jhem, as they came from the 
!!outhwest; and the wiu.d being atl)~rtheast wben we 
were cast away, we had reason to sllppose that our dis
h'ess might have been made knowJilby the wreck dltv
iog on shore, and to pr~sume that they wel~e .. come out 
in search of- us, and would daily do so when the .weath
Er should permit. Thus ,we flattered ourselves with the 
I)leasing but delusive hope of ,.deliverance. 

Just before we had finished our boat, the carp!'l-l.ter's 
axe was cast upon the rock, .by which we wereenahwd 
to eompletu our work, but tli@n we ha" scarcely strength 
sufficient to get her into the lvater. .,' 

About the 21-8t of December, the boat being finished, 
the day thle, and the water smoother than I had yet 
seen it since we came there, we consulted who should 
<lttempt to launch her, I offered myself as one to yen
ture in her; this was agreed to, as I was the strongest, 
and therefore the fittest to undergo the extremities to 
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whiell we rftightpossib1y 'Je reduced. My mate aI£o 
(lifered himself; and desiring to accompany'me, I wac: 
permittell to take him, together with my brother and 
four more. Thus comm~nding our enterprize to Provi
dence, alltbat were able came'out, and with much dim
cully gOt our poor patched-up' bo .. t to the water-side, 
The"surf running very'high, we Wf're obliged to wade 
very deep to launch her, upon which I and Ilnothcr got 
'into her. 'file swell of Ole sea heaycdher along shore 
'and o'rel'set her opon :15, , ... hereby we again narrowly 
(;~caped droWning. Our poor boat was staved all to 
pieces; our enterprize totally c.lisappoillt~d, and our 

'oopes uttetly destroyed. . , ' 
, . What heightened our amictiol1~, and served to aggra~ 
vate our miserable prospects, and render our deliverance 
less practicable, wclost, with our boat, both our axe 
and hammer, which wouhl have been of great u£e to us 
if we should after'wards have attempted to con8truct a 

, raft. Yet we had reason to adl11ire the goodness of God 
in producing our disappointment for our 8afety;' for. 
that afternoon, the wind springing up, it blew so hard, 
that, had we been at sea in that imitation of a boa.t, 
we mllst,' in all probability, have perished, and those 
left behind, being unable to hl'lpthemsclves, must douht
less sQon.have shared a similar.fate. 

We \,,~!"e now reduced to the most meiancl101y anti 
dcplorable situation imaginable; almost e,'ery man but 
myself was weak to an extremity, nearly star'ved with 
hunger af'lll perishing with cold; theil' hands 3l:,\ fef't 
frozen and mortified; large and deep ulcers in their legs, 
the smell of which was highly otTensive to those who 
could not creep into the air, and nothing to dress them 
with but a piece of linen that was cast on shore. 'Ve 
had 110 fire; our small stocl!: of cheese W/W exhausted, 
apd we bad nothing to support our feeble b,ldies but 
rock-weed and a few muscles, scarce aDd difficult to be 
procured,. at most not above two or three for eaGh mall 
a day; so L.'lat our miserable ,bodies were perishing, and 
our disconsolate spirits overpowered by the deplorable 
prospect of slarving, without any appearance of relief. 
Til aggravate ol1f situation, if possibli', we had reason 
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to apprehend, lest the approaching SpT1l1:; 1ifle, II 1l(',('(1i1t

panif'd with high winds, should entirtdy overllow II!_ 

The horrors of such a situation it is impo!;sihle to rlP,,· 
cT'ibe ; the pinching cold aud hunger j extr~mity of 
\reakness Imd pain; racking and horrors of COl1scien~~ 
ill many; and- the prospect of a certuin, painful, and 
lingering death, without even t\.l most remote views of 
deliverance! This i~, indeed, the heig:lt of lJlis~ry.j 
;n:t J;<uch, alas! was our di'plv~ahle case: insontuf:h thnt 
the greater part of our compaQY were ready to !.lie of 
horror anti despair. . 

For my pm't, I diu my llUnoat to encourage myselr, 
.... xhol t the rcst, to trutt ill God, and !lal.iC'utly Rwait 
t:I-eL' deliverance. As a iiligilt ~n€viatiol1 6f ollr faith, 
l'rovillene,e dj~eetf,d towar{is our qu:tttN.rs It sea·guY, 
which my lDRte ~truck down aud jo~'fully brought to me. 
1 dh'ided it into equal pf.lrtivns, and th,(jugh !'aVo', lind 
scarcely affording a mouthful lor each, yet we r€cej.ved 
nurl e(lt it thankfully, 

'rhe hst method of rescuing ourseI-vetl we could pc:-si
hly devise was to -('.oDs/rud a rllft capable of .carry-i~ 
twe men. 'I'bis proposal W!II! strongly supported by a 
f5wedi>, one of our men, a stout bravefeU/lw, who.J;ince 
our disaster, had ho t the lise of both hi5 feet by the 
f,·')['t. He fre(juenfly importI!D('(J me to attell.;.pt OOf de
liverance in tl1at" ay, offel,ing ·killlself to accompany 
me, or, if I refused, togo alqne. .After deliberate con
hitleration we re-solved upon a raft, bllt f(}und great cliffi
cult)" in c1eariflg l11e fure·yard, of which it was chiefly 
to be made, fmm th4? j:mk, as our worJdng haDlls were 
,,:) few and weak. 

This done, \Y€ sptit the yard, and WitA the two --parts 
)TI'ltle side-piceHs, fixing otht"rs, and adding some Q£ 

_ j tw lightest ~lan!.:s we could find, first spiking, find aft~r
w,'d, maklllg tht'1l1 firm. The .raft was four feetlll 
hearlih, V?e fix!c'd up a lIlost, and out -of two ham· 
mocks ILat were (I!'iven on shore "fe mllile a sail. \\'ith 
:. padule for each man, and It spare Qne in c<:se of /icce'" 
'ity. ,'I'hi;; clillicl,llty being thns surmounted, the 
:,-(\\'l'l1e fl'('-fluently asked me whetl*'1' I de,igIWcJ fc) f1(~' 
l"v"<'lp,my him, giving me to ul!\lersf~n{!. Ih~! if I {~rc-!~\l' 
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ed, there was another ready to off'er himself for the cn-
te'1mse. <-

About this time we saw a sail ('.ome out of Piscat."1· 
qua river, about seven leagues to the westward. \Ve 
again made· all the signals we could bUt the wind being 
northwest, and the ship standing to the eastward, she 
was presently out of sight, without ever coming Dcar us, 
which proved an extrenle mortification to our bopes. 
'rbenext day, being moderate, .with 'a small breeze 
right on shore in the afternoon, and the raft being wholly 
finished, the two men were very anxious to ha.· e it 
launched; but this was as strenuously opposed by the 
mate, because it was so late, being two in the aftcrnoon. 
'!'bey, however, urged the lightness of the nig11U!, beg· 
ged"'me to sufferlhem to proceed, and I at lEngth con
sented. .'l'hey both got upen the raft, when the swell, 
rolling very high, soon overset them, as it did our boat 

. The Swede ~ot c1aunred oy this accident, swam on shore, 
but the other, being no swimmer, continued some time 
under water; as soon VB he appeared, I cltught.IJOld or 
and saved him, but he \vas so.disconraged lhat he wm; 
afraid to mak~ a. second attempt. I desired the Swede 
to wait a more favorable opportunity, but he continued 
resolute, begged me to go with him, or helpllil!l. to tum. 
t.'Je r.ait, and he would go alone . 

. Bytbis time aoother man came down and offered k .. 
ad~eDture; when they were upon the raft, I Iauhched, 
them off; they desirblg us to go to prayers, and also to 
wtttch \yhat became or them. I did so, and by sunSEt 
judged them half way to the main, and supposed· that 
they might reach tbe shore by two in the morning, 
'racy, however, probably fel\.iriw~th some breukers;· or 
were overset ·by the violence of. the sea and perisfiell ; 
for, two days ·afterwards, the raft was fcund on shor<>, 
and one man dead about a mile from it, witna padtlli~ 
fastened·to his wrist; but the Swede, who was so very 
forward to adventure, was never heard of more. . 

We, who were left upon the desolate island, ignorant 
or what bad befallen theDlt 'waited daily for deliv!-rance. 
l)ur expectations were the more raised by a i;moke we 
w;,served, two days a,fterw;Jrds in the woods, which was 

. V2 
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the figJ!?} appointed to be made if th~y an'ivf'(l ~aPe; 
'n.;:, continued every day, and we ,,-ere willing to belie"" 
-titat it -,vas made Oil OUI' /lccount, though we saw no 
v.ppearancc of any thing towards our relief. We sup, 
posed that the dday was occasi!)ned by their not being 
able to procure a ,'essel so soon as we desired, and Hlis 
itlell served to bear up our spirits and to support U3' 
;.;reatJy. 

Still our prlncipal want was Ihat of provision, haYin; 
nothing to eat but rock weed, and a very few muscles; 
indeed, when t/;te spring-tide wns over, we could scarcely 
~et allY at aU. I have myself gone, as no other pers:m 
\,'::5 able, several days at low warer, and could find nC} 
more than tlVO or three apiece. I was fl·equenlly in' 
danger of losing my 'handsaud arms, by putting t.:7em 
50 often into the water after the muscles, and when 00. . 

lained, my stomach refused them, and preferred rock
weed. 

Upon our first arrival we saw several seals upon the 
rock, and supposing they might harbor thel'e in the night, 
I walked round at midnight, but could never meet wi til 
U!ly thing. 'We saw likewise, a great number oC birds, 
which perceiving ns daiiy there, would never lodge upon 
the rock, so that we caught none. 

This disappointment was severe, and tended to ag6;'1\' 
~a[e our miseries 8tiU more; but it, was particularly 
afflicting to a brotller I had witb me, and another young 
gentleman, neither of whom had before h~cu Ilt sea, 0 .. 

endured any kind of hardship. They were now recuccd· 
to the last extremity, having no assistance but what they 
'[,I'.eil'ed from me. 

Part of a green hide, fastened to a piece of the main
yard, being thrown up by the sea, the inen importuned 
ine to bring it to the tent, w.qich being done, we minced 
jtsmall and swallowed it. 

About this time J set the men to open junk, and whel'l 
tIle \veather wOI.<ld Ilennit I thatched tire tent with the 
rope yarn in the best manner I was able, that it lIli;,'ht 
Hllt'lt{:;- us the better flom the extremitips of the lVeather,' 
·'I'his proved of so much service a~ to tum t""o or three. 
hours rain, and presen"e us from the cold pinching wi[j~h, 
which were always very ~ever:~ UP0!l US. 



About Ute latter'cml of Decemher our c;.aTpenter, a fa't 
mall, Iu:d n:-t!m'lIl1J ,of. a flllll,~ht'avy, phloegml\!ie (~j<Jlosi
HOb, aged {luout forty-sHen, ;Ilho, fr~m our first e:-,lr.;;~~ 
en shore, bad been OODsttlIlIly very iU, Ilnd losl t!~c Ilse 
(jfhis· 'feet, .cotnplained of exe~ssiye _ p;!in inhls back, 
and'!litl'ness in ,his neck. He was IiI{ewisealmost chok
ed,wiih ,phlegm, for want of s(rength to ,uscharge it, ano 
appeared to draw near his end, '\Ve prayed over bh~ 
80th used" our utmost endeavors to b~ sen-iccllule ta 
himio ms·last JnOl1lcnls; he shewd hilll~elf sensible, 
tlnmgh<speechlt::~, and died that night. We suEered 
the ,ti~Hl'y to remain (ill Illornin~, when I desired thosq 
who were most able,,, to remove it; creeping out my;,eti' 
to see'whether providence had sent us any thing to fa
tisfy the excessive crav\ngs of our ap~etite$.· Returning 
beme liMn; and not s~ejDg the derodbody without the 
teut!' I inquired .why they had not rClD<n:ed it, and re
cei :.:tl for answer, the,..- were not all of them able; upon 
whlch, .fastening a rope to the body, J gave the utmost of 
mYiassistancc, and with some difficulty we dragged it 
outoftl:le tent. But fatigue, end theconsitleration of 
onr misery, so overcame my spirits, that being ready tq 
fai~ I crept into the tent, and was 00 sooner there; 
than, to add to my· trouble, the menee-gan to request 
my permission to eat the dead body, the. \:letter to' SU~ 
port their live:>. 

This cireumstjmee was, of .-8.11 the trials I had ene-oun
tered,.' the most grievous alld sbockillg :~to see myself 
amLcompany, who came hither laden with proviswlli 
but .three wocke before, nOlv reduced to sucb a deplora; 
ble situation; two of UIS having bf!en absolutel)' sial'ved 
t(u.ieath, whHe,igm)faJ:~t' of, the fate of two othe1'B, the 
rest •. tbough still living, were ~1'!Ced to tbe Illst 
ext-l'cmity,: and requiring to cat the dead for their 
support. ' 

'After mature consideration of the, lawfulness or sillft.'
nr;:!>, on tire, one hand, ,and, &hseillte necessity on the' 
o~r,1judglDCnt arid cooseience Wel'e obliged~o submit 
to the more. prevailihg arg,ments of- our craving appe
tites, We, at length, det.crmined to ,satisfy our hunger, 
~'.IJIi stlPtlOrt our It:eble bodic~ witp the carcqse of O\l1' 
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• leceascd companion, I first or(lel'ed his skill, h&cl, 
hands, feet, and bowels, to be buried in. the sea, and 
the b0dy to be qllartf'reri, for {he cODveni,·nce of drying 
amI carriage, but again recri I'ed for answer, that Done of 
them being. able, they. intreatetl I would perform that 
labor fol' them. This ,:;as a hard task; but their inces
",aut prayers and jub'caties at last pevaHed over my 
,'ductance, and by night I had completed the opera
(ion, 

I cut part of the flesh into thin slices, and washing it 
In salt water, brought it to the tcnt and obliged the men 
to eat rock-weed with it insteail of 6rcad, My mate and 
two others refused to eat any that night, but the ne~t 
morning they complied, and earnestly desired to partake 
with the rest. 

I found that they all eat with the utmnst avidj.ty, so 
that I was oblige(rto carlY the quarters farther from the 
tent, out Q~ their reach, lest they-should do themst,!ves 
aninjury byeatin~ too m\.!ch, antllikewise expend our 
s1lJail stock too soon, 

I also limited each mnn to an equal portion, that they 
might not quarrel 01' !lave cause to rellect on me or one 
another, 'rhis method ~ wa,s the more ohlige(l to 
adopt, because, in a Ii,nv days, I found their dispositions' 
e~tirel.r changed, an,d that atlectionate, peaceable tem

lIiler illeY had hi,therto manifested, totally IDIOt. Theif 
eyes loolled wiJq aud· staring, tlleir' countenances fierce 
and b.arbarous., Instead of obeying my commands, as 
they had universaUy and cheerfully done before, I nolV 
found. even pl'ayers and intreaties vain and fruitless; 
nothii1g was now to be heard but bl'Utal (IUfll'rcis, wit./) 
~orrid oaths am~ imprecations, instead of· that quiet sub
mi:;:sive spirit of prayer ~nd su,pp;ication they had before 

. manifestel!. . . 
'l'I~is, together with the wsrnal prospect of future 

",'ant, o.bliged me to keep it stdct watch over the rest of 
the o.ody, lest any of them, if able, should get· to it, 
and if that v.;ere. spent we IiIhould be compelled to 
('e£~d upon t.he Ih-ing, which, we certainly must hlwe 
done, h".~ we remaifi.ed ill that situation :l. few daYli 
Ivnger 



-l'he /!eooness -of GOll now began foappear, and to 
make pt"'.)vlSioll for our deliveratlce, by putting it j'nto 
theue'cH"is of the ~ood people on the shOre, to which 
our raft was driveD, ttl (~(\Ille ouf in search of us, whiek 
they d'id'on the 2tlof January in the m/)rnin~. 

Just as I wits creeping out of the tent 1 sa.~ a shallop 
half way fl"O~ihe shor.e,staniling direetly towards us. 
Otit }Jy arid satisfaction, lit the prosl'€ciof such speed'y 
and unexpeetetl deliverance, no tong.ue is able to e~p;'e~'3, 
nor'fironght to conce;~e. ' 
Om'~ood and y;dCOrric fliembel1l11e to an anchor tt') 

the southwest, Itt tbe distance of about one hundl'cd 
yaras,· the swell pl'evel1tinl!,' tbem 'I'am 8{lproaching 
nearer; but their Qneh6r. comin!!: home o'hligetJ ~e.mto 
~tan(] off till about nOGn, waiting fl)f $tnootber water 
~oIlthe flo~d. l'tl-eamvhiTe OUf 'passions 'were differ
ently -agittited ; flur expectRti(lll!) of". Ilelivcrrmce, . ami 
teRrs '&f mise&rriage-, hl.!rried om weak and disordel'(:d 
sptri tntraOgely. . 

I ~ve t.b!lnl !In aecmmt of all 0111' mis.eriept· excepting 
flIe want OfPfilV;si.oDl3. which I dill not lj)(>ntic.n; lest tfe 
feR? of being eonstl'ained by the,- .,ther h femam with
U~, might" have prevent~d them from eoming on "shore. 
1"'earne!ltly intt'eated Utem to attempt QUI' immediate de
rrvera'Bc~,-or at least to furllhih us if possible, with tire, 
-uhicli,with tile utmost hazardanddifficmty they at. fust 
aoocbntliished,' by scnding a small canoe, with one man, 
wbn; -aftiergreat ~erti(ln, got or! shore. 

After Iw1liing 'him Up with his crrno~, and' s('(.-ir:!!; 
.nothing -to eat, I asked him if he cowd gh"e 'us fire :~he 
ans\\'crell in the affirmativr, but ~"a:s sOliffr.lghtfd by my 
thin and mea~e appearance that, at first, he could 
licareely return me an answer. JIowe"f'er, recollecting 
llimself, after sevE'ual questions asketlon both sirles, he 
,In'nt with me to the tent; where he was surprised to see 
$0 many of us in such a deplorable condition, Ollr flesh 
W'8S so w,!sted, amI our looks were so ghastly and fright
ful, that it was really a very dismalspectacle. 
,With !'ome diillcully we. made 11 liL'f', after which, 

determinin,; to ~o on board myself with the maD, alili 
to send fol' the rc~t, 0:1'3 .Ot' two at a ti\."l.f', we both gel 
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into the canoe; but the sea immediately d'rove' us 
against the rock with such violence that we were over
set, aUlI be.mgvery weak, it was a considerable time 
before I couId recover my~elf, so that Iliad again a 
very narrow escape from drowning~ The ~ood' mail, 
with great difficulty got on board without me, dl~igl1ing 
to return the next day with better conveniences,iftlie 
weather should permit. : ' 

It was an afflicting sight to' observe our friends 'in 'the 
shallop, standing away f:.Jr the shore without us. 'But 
Ood, who orders e,.very thing for the best, doubtle!ishad 
designs of preservation in denying lis the appearanre of 
present deliverance: for the wind coming about to south· 
east, it blew so bard that the shallop was lost; and the 
crew, . with extreme difficulty, saved their lives. Had 
we been with them it is more' thatJ probable that we 
should all have perisiled, not having strength sufficient 
to help ourselves, , 

When they had i'eache'd the shore they immediate!y 
sent an express to Portsmouth, in Piscataqua, where 
t!legood people made no delay in hast€ning to our deliv" 
erallce as soon as , e weather would aUow. '.ro ou. 
great sorrolV, and as a farther trial of our patit!nce{ the 
next day continued very stormy,and though we doubtc(: 
Jlot but· tlie people on shore knew our condition, 8mI 
worild assist us as MOil as possitJle, yet our flesh being 
nearly consumed, being without fresh water, and uncer
tain bow long the unfavorable ~eather mil!:ht continue, 
mir sittiatiou \~8i extremely miserable. We, however, 
received gi'eat benefit from our fire, as we could both 
l'rarm ourselves and broil our meat. ' 

Th,e next day, the men being very importunate for 
flesh, I gave them rather more than usual, but \lot to 
their satisfaction. 'they wt)uld certainly have eaten up 
the wlwIe at once, had I not carefully ~atcbed thElJl, 
with the intention of sharing the rest next morning, if 
the weather continued bad. The \vim), howeyer, aoat
ed th,at ni~ht, and early next mor'ning 8 shallop came !ar 
llS, with my much esteemed friends Captain Long ali.l 
Captain Purver, aUlI three more men, w'ho brou;i,t a 
lar?;e canoe, !lmlin two h0UE got us aU on board, being 
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oblig~ to carry' almost all of us upon their backs from 
the, teri.t.to tbe canoe, and fetch us off by two or three 
ata time., , 

Whfm we first came on board the shallop, each of us 
eata piece of bread, and drank a dram of rum, and most 
of us were extremely ~sea-sick: but ,after we had cleansed 
our slomachs and tasted warm I1flurishing food we be
came so exceeding hungry and ravenous, that had not 
our friends diete~ US~ and limited the quantity for two or 
three days, we should certainly have destroyed ourselves 
with eating. 
, ~l\'O days after our coming on shore my .apprentice 
lost" the greater pa.rt of one foot; .all the rest recoverell 
their limbs, but not their perfect ,vse ; very few, except
ing myself, escaping without losing the benefit of fingers 
or toes t thollgh otherwise aU'in perreethealth. 
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'filB SHIP'tRECK OF M. DE BRISSON. 

On the Coast of Barbary, and of his Capliv'ity anwng 

the ·Moora. 

Writlen by himself. 

fl.<\.. VING mad~ several voyages to Africa, I re
ceivell all order in J unc, 1785, from the Marshal de Cas
tdes, thf'n H1inisler and secretary of state for the marine 
depnrtmcnt to embark for Ihe isiaDll of St. Louis, in the 
Seliegal, in the St. Catharine, commanded by 1\1. Le 
'l'urc. On the 10th of July we pa5sed between the 
Canary isle and that of Palma, and the Capiain having 
rejected my advice relative to the caution ilccessaJY to 
be observed in those seas, the ship soon afterwards 
stl'uck upon shoals. 

A dreadful con(usioll ensued. The masts being loos
ened by the shock, quivetd over our head" End the 
sails were torn in a thousand pieces. 'fhe ferrol' bf'came 
general; the cries of the sailors, mixed with the terrible 
maring of the sea, irritated, as it were, by the interrup
tion of its course between the rocks _ and the vESsd, 
?ftded to the horrol' of the scene. In this d31u;I"rous 
statc, such was the cODstcruatioD of the crew, filat nl) 
one thought of savill!!: himself. "0 my wife!" cried 

. one: "0 my d:>ar childreD!" exclaill1ed a SCCOIl(\; 
while others, cXiending th:~ir hUld;; tGwunls ha·:en. 
implore!! thc divine pl'0tedion. In t.he hope of SIlving 
th~ ship, the ma;'fs were cd awny, but cur exe!;x]:; 
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were of no avail, the hold being already filled with 
watel',. 

\Ve'must inevitably have been lost, had not MI'. Yall, 
one of the lieutenants; Mr. Suret, a pass(>t[ger; tllree 
English sailors, and a few others, encouraged' by my 
example, assisted me to haul out the shallop, and to 
prevent it afterwards from be-ing sunk or dashed to pieces 
against the sides of the ship. We were obligeu to strug
[~le the. 'iv!wle !light against the fury ·of the...sea, that when 
lJte day appeared we might be able to avoid the rocl,s, 
by which we were surrounu~,qll all silles" amI get, ·if 
possible, on shore, . 

\Ve had scarcely made two strokes with OHr oarS 
when they were swept from the hands of the rowers by 
Hie violence of tbe waves; the shallop was overset; we 
were separatetl in an instant, all!) all, excepting Mr, De
voise, bwth!il' to the CUlisul at Tripoli, cast upon a santi 
bank; I, however, imwediatcly tln\ew lTIy;;elf into the 
water, and waS fortuna.te enough to save hiin from dis~ 
tt'ueii(ln. ' 

Our u'nfort!1natecompani'ons, who had l'emainHi on 
boaru, now ShIV themselvcG uepri',1ed of eYf~l'y assi~tance 
from us; bilt I soon reviled tlJeii' hopes, by plunging 
into the waves, accompanied hy Mr. Yau, whose zeal 
iuid activity seconued my eflol'ts. He prevailed upon 
the'resno join us in our endeavors to get the shallop 
afloa:t again, which we aC{lompliahed \lith Itt'eat ujfficul
ty; but we (ound o!lrsdves au}ply repaid for our labor 
,i, hen wc;:£et the i"est or the crew on shill·e. 'lYe, how
ever, escaped this first dangel' only to lJi.:come the Yic
tlms of asecond, still more terrible. 

When (l"l wretched ei'CW ]}au reaehed (he s}J.;;:-e, I 
pel'suaue<l them to elimb the SUrI'OlH)(]jn.~ rod,s, Oll th 3 
~!1nHnit of which we (Escoveretl an ('xlu;,.;\'(' 1,IHin, tel'
nJinatetl bJ'some small hiBs, cov(;reu wi;!'! Ii kind of 
·wild fern. On the5e hiHs we ~aw some children colk\:.t
ing a flod, of goats. As soon as they LdJCId 81.;'''''2;('1'5, 
they set up ~ilch outerie~ 3S instlln()y <:li:rme(l -ftnd 
bl'Ought togctnel' C:e !lrigllborwg inhal;Ualit~. ThfSf', 
afler.vicwiug Lhe erel,., lwg:ua to vance Il!JlI capel', ut the 
saml.' tilne uttet'ing the E.Ost horrid J;;rn;s al;d yells. 

W 
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. 'When these savages came up, some of my compa
Ill,)::"~ among whom were the first and second lieuten
ants, separated from us. 'l'hey were immediately sur
rounded and seized by the collar, and it was then that, 
iJY the reflection of the sun's rays from the polished 
blades of their" poignards, we first discovered them to 
be armed. As I had not perceived this before, I had 
advanced wit-hout any fear. 

Our two ull~rtunate companions having disappeared, 
co ulll not make the men stop even for a short time. 

l~ear got such possessjop of their hearts, that, giving 
vent to cries of despair, they all /led ,different ways. 
'l'he Al"dlJs, armed with cutlasses and large clubs, fell 
Qpon them with. incredible fury, and I had the mortifica
tion of soon seeing some of them wounded, while others, 
sll'ipped naked, lay extended and expiring on the 
f!i8nd. 

I was so unfortunate as to obtain 8 promise of good\vill 
from an unal'lned Arab, who afterwards proved to be It 

lalbe, or priest, by giving him two watches, a gold stock
buclde, two pair of sleeve· bnttons, a ring set with dia
monds, a silver goblet, and two hundred and twenty 
Jivres in specie. The latter article afforded him most 
pleasure. 

'rhe news of our shipwreck being spread through the 
country, we saw the savages running in great haste from 
all quarters; their numbers naturally increased tllC jeal
ousy of the others, s,o that tbey soon came to blows, 
anel several lives were lost in the contest. 'The women, 
('ni'a~('d tuat they could not pillage the ship, fell UpOll 
and tOfe from us the few articles of dress we had left; 
hut their attention was principally attracted by mine, 
which s('('!!:ed to be more worthy of theil' notice. 

My master, who was by no means of a warlike dis
position, perct'iving that the number of Arabs increased 
,'very moment, called aside two of his friends, whom he 
c:unningly adHlittl:!d as partners with him in the {)roperty 
of twelve of the crew who had surrendered themselves 
1.0 him, After makiug his arrangements he retired from 
:hc crowd, that he mh!;ht shelter us from insult. The 
place which he choce for that purpose was' a wretched 
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hut, covered,. with moss, at the distanee of more thp,n a 
leag:lle from the sea; here we lodged, or rather wel'e 
heaped one upon the other. 

Our patron's first care was to pay us a visit, and to 
search us, lest we should. have concealed some of our 
property.' UnlucI<i1y for them my companions had pre
served nothing, on which account he was in a' very ill 
humor, and shewed them no mercy. He took from 
them even their shirts and hankerchif;fs, intimatin~, that 
if he Ilid not do them that favor, others would. He like
wise attempted to pay me the same compliment, but' 
upon my observing that I had'already given him enough, 
I experienced no farther molestation. ' 

Being as yet igQ.orant among what tribe we had fallen, 
I addressed myself'to our master for information; and 
partly by words, and paltly by signs, I put the fallowing 
question to him: "What is thy name, and that of thy 
tribe; and why didst thou fly from those crowds who 
,advanced towards the shores of the ~ea 1" He replied, 
" My name is Sidy l\lobammed, r; f Zowze; my tribe is 
that of Lebdes5cba, and I fled from the Ouadclims, be
cause we are not on good terms with onc another." I 
was much affected to find that we had fallen into tJle 
hands of the most ferocious people who inhabit the de
serts of Africa. • 

While the ~albe repaired to the shore for more plunder, 
a company of Ouadelims discovered and pillaged OUl' 

retreat, and beat us most unmercifully. I was almost at 
"the last gasp, when one of the associates of the talbe 
came and rescued me, and before a large assembly, aftei-' 
ward! claimed me, as the reward of his valor. The 
priest made the strongest objections to this claim, 
threatening to chastise the claimant, who replied to the 
talbe: "Since this is thy pretension, as he cannot be 
mine, he shall perish by my hand." He had scarcely 
pronounced these words, when he 'drew his poignard to 
stab me. I trembled under the threatening dagger flf 
this barbarian; but my master, without losing a moment, 
threw over me a kind of chaplet, formed of a long 
piece of cord, upon whicb are strung a great number Qt' 
small black balls, and then took iu his hand a small 
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hook which hung in his girdle. The WOl1ien, at the 
some ins,tant, rushed towarus' me, snatched me from the 
hands of the claimant, and deliycrcd me into those of 
tile enraged priest, <il'eariji1g lest he should thunder furth 
;,:n anathema against his antagonist. 

When I had recovered a little tranquility, and began 
in i'enect upon the danger I I]ltd escaped; I was Se) m'ueh 
a:reeted that I couIJ not refrain f!"Om tears, I emlt-uor
cd to conceai from eVi"i'Y eye this testimony of my sen
sibilitYalld, grief; but being obsel'ved by some of the 
women, instead of feeling compassion, they threw sand 
in my eyes, "to dry my eye lids,'" <13 they said. F!Jr
Innately the obscurity of the night coneealed me fl'D-1ll 
the s:ght of these monsters, and saved me from their 

, fClrv, 
\Ve hnd llO"" been three days in a state of slavery, 

and during that time had taken ni) nourishment /Jut a 
rittle floUt', which, though before spoiled hy the sea
water, wus reinlered still more disllgreeable by the mix:-
1ure of barley meal, which had Ivng been kept ill a 

,goat's ski::l; and bad as this repast was, 'it was frequently 
interrupted by the alarming outclies which we fleaI'd at 8, 

distance. . 
'l'he Arab tribe to W110111 we were prisoners had repa.ir

ed to the SC1l-eO!lst a few' days bef'H'e.our shipwreck, I" 
(jolled. the fruits of ,wil(~ plants for the support of tilPir 
famiiies in the interior of Hie countr; ; but upon the ap·, 
proach of their enemies, the Ouadelim3, they prepared 
h return home with their provisions and pl'isol]cr", 

After passing mountains of prodigious hei;ht, ('.(}~-r'r· 
cd with small, sharp, gl'cyish flints, we d{'scendeu inl€, fl 

sandy vailey, overgrown with sharp thlstles, Havjll;; 
ilcre slackened our pace, I found that the soles of my 
feet were en!irely covered with blood, so that it. was ilD.
possible fur me to p.roceed any farther,l'dy master 
iht;n made ;;H' get up behind him upon his camel; but 
thjs attention, on Ilis· part., inste<:d of giving me any 
]'cHer, hall quite a contrary effect, and expr.seu me to 
'the severest pain, A camel naturally steps very heavily, 
~md·his trot is remarkably hard. Being naked, and Utlfi.

bl~ b d,;;em! mpell' frDID the friction {\f the anilmd's: 
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hair, in 1l very little time my skin was entirely rubbed 
off. My blood trickled down the animal's siues, and 
instead of exciting pity in these barbarians, this sight 
afforded them a subject of diversion. 'l'hey made sport 
of my sufferings, and spured on the camels, in oruel' t() 
heighten their enjoyment. My wounus would, in con
sequence, have been rendered incurable, had I not 
formed the resolution of throwing myself off and walk
ing upon the sand. This I accomplished, and sustained 
no other injury in the fall than that of beiug dreadfully 
pricked by the thistles, which covered the whole suriiLCe 
of the ground. 

Towaids evening, perceiving a'thick smoke, I ima
gined that we were approaching some hamlet, where we 
shoull\ find something to ellt, and, above all, something 
to allay OUI' intolerable thirst; but I soon perceived that 
there was nothing but a few bushes, in which our guide 
bad taken up his lodging. Exhausted with fatigue, I 
retired behind one of, them, to wait for the relieving
band of death, but had scarcely extenued myself on· 
the ground when an Arab of our company came and· 
compelled me to get up to unload his cameL 'l'his in
snit I resented, and, (Ollpd: aft~rwards. that it produc ed a 
g!>od effect. 

I observed' preparaUons making which threw me into 
the greatest inquietude. They made flints red hot in a,. 
large pan, raised a huge stone' which lay at the foot of a 
bush, dug up' the earth, and frequently repeating my 
Dalll~, they all burst into loud fits of laughter. 'I'hcn· 
callin~ me, they obliged; me to approach the hole they 
had dug in the ground, while the man whom I had bea:
en made different signs with his hand, often drawing it 
backwards and forwards against hi3 throat, as if to l!-ivp" 
me to understand that he would cut it, or that tl1(>y ,',ere 
resolved b serve me in that manner. In spite. of my 
resolution, and the determiilation to "efem} myself, these· 
gestures were very, alarming; but my apprehensions 
were converted' illto surprise, when I saw Ihelll take, 
from the pit which I had'approached, a gOllt's skin foil' 
of water, a small leather bag, containing barley menl, 
and a g(;>at newly killed. 3y th~ sig!}t of these preyj.. 

W2 
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"ions I was l'estored to my former tranquility, t1~ough H 
was ignorant for what purpose the heated flints were in, 
1 ended. At length I saw them fill \,'ith water a large' 
wooden vessel, intI) which some barley meal had been put, 
nod the red hot flints being thrown into the water, served 
to make it boil. 'rh~y then made a kind of paste, knead
ing it afterwards with their hands, and swallowing it 
without chewing. 

As for us slaves we had nothing to eat but SGme of 
this 'paste, which was throwll to us upon the carpet used 
by our patron to put under his feet while he repeated, 
his prayers, and in the night as a mtlttrass to sleep on., 
After kneading this leaven a long time, he gave 'it to me 
to distribute it among my companions. It CRn scarcely· 
be imagined how disagreeable it was to the taste. 'l'he. 
water with which it was mixed had been procured on·the 
sea-shore, and was afterwards preserved in a goat's skin, 
which they had lined with a kind of pitch to prevent it 
from cOrI'upting, by which its smell was rendered (toubly, 
disgusting, 'l'his water was our only drink, lind, bad 
as it was, our allowance was extremely scanty. 

At dinner time, the next day, our masters regaled 
upon raw fat, of which they appeared remarkably fond. 
As soon as the meat was roasted, or rather baked, they 
took it from the earth, and, without taking time to free 
it from the sand which adhered to it, they devoured i~ 
with excessive voracity. Having well picked the bones, 
they used their nails 10 scrap!' off the remaining ftesh, 
and then threw them to us, telling us, at the same time, 
io eat quic\i4', and unload the camels, that our journey 
might not be delayed. 

Passing some of the tents, the wom8n, still more 
ferocious than the men, took pleasure in tormenting us 
while our masters dur'st scarcely oppose them. Having 
l'etire.d to a small distance from my load, I p~l'ceived a 
man taking aim at me with a double-barrelled fusee, 
llpon which I presented my breast to him, desiring him 
fo fire. He was greatly astonished at this ti.'lllness, and 
his surprise tended to confirm me, in my opinion, that 
these people are impressed with r"'lspect when a person 
appt.:ars not to feur tllem. l was advapcillg tow2,rd~ 



this man, when I was struck on the head, and for a 
few moments deprived of sense, by a stolle from an 
unknown hand, but which I suspected to have betn· 
throWl\by his wife. 

Aiter resting three days among the Arabs of the tribe 
of Roussye, we resumed our joumey, penetrating far
therinto the interior of the country, where we were to 
join the families of our conductors. Arter being expos-, 
ed for sixteen days to the greatest fatigues and dreadful· 
miseries, we at length reached the end of our journey, 
in a·most wretched and exhausted condition. 

Being observed upon the brow of a hill, several of 
the black slaves, whose principal employment is to tend 
·the. camels, came to meet our masters, in oruer to kiss 
their feet, and inquil'e after their health. As we pro
ceeded, the children made the air resound with shouts· 
of joy, and the women stamling up, oqt of'respect, 
awaited at the doors of their tents, the arl'ivalof their 
husbands. Upon their approach they advanced towards 
them with an air of submission,a;ld each, after prostrat
ing before her husband, laid her right hand on his head' 
and kissed it. This ceremony being finished they began 
to satisfy their curiosify with regl\r.d to us, .md to load' 
us with abuse; but they did not stop here, for they even 
spit in our fac,ell,· and pelted us with stones. The chil
dren imitating their example, pinched us, pulled our 
hair, a~d 1!cratched us with their nails; their cruel 
mothers ordered them to attack sometimes one and. 
sometimes another, tal{ing ple!l,Su're in making them 
torment us. Exbausted with hunger, thirst, and defi~ 
pair, we had impatiently wished for Ole m ... ment of our 
jl.rrival, but little did we. fO~(lsee the new torments that 
awaited us. 

After our masters had divided their slaves, the favor
ite wife of the talbe ordered M. Devoise, M. Baudre, 
and mysel~ who had fallen to her husband's share, to 
unl<Jad the camels, to clean a kettle which she brought 
us, and to pull up some roots to make a fire. While 
fuus elllployed in signifying h'er will to us, her hu~band 
was quietlyenjoyiug. a sOWld sleep on the knees of on.ll 
~fh.s (lou.cubm,~. 
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The hope of soon regaining my liberty inspired me 
with f>ufficient fortitude to endure the hardships imposed 
upon me by this diabolical woman. I, therefore, went 
to collect some wood, but what was my surprise, \\ hen, 
upon my return, I beheld my two companions, who 
haLl been dreadfully beaten, extended. on the sand. 
They had bpen ~ubject to this cruel treatment, because 
their strength being entirely exhausted, they had been 
unable to perform the tas4 assigned them. My repeated 
Qutcl'ies awaked my mastel', and. though, as yet, I spoke 
the language very imperfectly, I endeavored to address 
him in too following terms: " Have you conducted us 
hither to cause us to be butchered by a cruel WOInan 1 
Think of your promise. Conduct me without delay, 
either to Senegal or Iil'lrocco;. if you do not, I will callie 
all the etkcts i gave you to be taken 8,way." 

My pa~si()n knew no bounds, and several of the 
neighbors havinl,; appl'oal:hed. we, my master appellred 
to be e:dremely uneasy, fearing lest I should mention 
the quantity of the effects which he had received from 
me. Addressing himself to his wife: " I forbid thee," 
~aid he, " to require from him the least service tbllt may 
be disagreeable. to him, and jf thou dost, I desire that. 
he may not obey thee." From this moment that woo, 
iO~an conceived· an implacable hatred against me. 

']'he ent.!· of, August approached, and not the smallest 
preparations were made for our journey:. i,asked Sidy. 
l'IIohammed what he ",as waiting for, in o.rder to con
duct. me to Senegal. He replied, thlij: he was looking. 
for. strong vigorous camels capable of enduring the 

. fatigues of su.ch a journey, and tila} it·was bis intention, 
to s.et.off, as soon as he had procured them. 

I was the more urgent in jntreating him not to delay, 
as tilt' nights aow began to be very uncomfortable, the 
dew frequ,enlly wetting uS through the bushes, which 
affnrded·a kinel of shelter. From this dew, we, how
ever, obtained some l'elieJ'; for by collecting it in ;Jur 
hands from our bodies, it. i'erved to quench Oltr thirst, 
which the coolness of the night did not allay, and we 
preferrpd it.to our own urine, which we were often nc
cessitated to d.l'll!~. Having spo)ten to my mc:ster a 
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f;-econcJ time) he 'made me such a rerrly as convinced 
me be' was~.l;incere.· "D{)st !:hou think," 'said h,'," that, 
ill tbe present exc~s5ivc be.'\t, it would be possible to 
travel without provisions, and, above all, without water? 
\Ve should '!im.:}' it very dim.eult to approach the SelJegli~ 
H8 the river has inundated aU thelleigl;lbori.rg plau]s; 
flnd w~ should havem\lch to fear frorothe Ai'abs of thl) 

. tdbeor1J'ra~g~a,' who are our enemies. I tell thee 
tile truth;" added he, .~ we must wait till the month' of 
OctoberY , 
_ As we were ChristIans, when the Arabs l:ad almost 
~Jlhamted their pl'ovision~, their Mgs fared bettCl' than 
we, and it was'in the bMins (lestined for thei'[ usc that 
we received our allowance. . Their object was to make 
lIS change our religion, .but in this they 'failed, although 
our food eOllsisted of raw snails, and herbs and plan!s, 
that were trodden under foot. 

I was soon undeceived by a young female l\IOOi'1 
wilOsefiooks fed with those -I tended, 'fe><pecting thl" 
popes I had entertained Gf Iib&rty, m consequence of 
lOy' lJ'astcr's premises, al~d thisinforinafion rcmlered my 
labol's. still more irksome and insupportable. 

I no I{)nger met in the ;fields myc.ompanions in l!1i~
f:)rt\lnc;' tut above ;. ~I, I l'e!;:retted the Jo~s of the chil
tain. His company had often com~l't('tl me in afl!ic· 
,tion, and I -{ound a /,imi of alleviatiON in conversiJ1g: 
with lJimon our sufferings, and the hopes we: entertaiR
,cd "f returmng to our native land. One eyening, tI!e 
coolness of .the \\"eathcr having enticed my camels t!~ 
}l.rl\Y {/\t,her than tlSUal,- I was under the nec~ssity of 
'followin~'iRem to a miighboriug hamlet, where I beheld 
a spectaCle truly hcrrible. The unfortunate captain was 
extended lifeless upon the sand, holdiogf in his mouth, 
one of, J.ishand~, which his extreme weakness had, 
doubtle;;s, I)revented him from devouring. He was so 
-nlteredbY-lllmine, that ,nil his features were ~bsolutely 
drace'(t, . and 'bis body exhibited the most disgustir.j; 
appearlWce . 

. A few days· aftcrwardstbe seroJld captain having fal
len,' tbrough weakness, .at the 1'oot of an old gum tJtf'(', 
wasilHaeked by an enormous ferpent. Some famish, 
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ed crows, by their cries, flightened away the venomous 
animal, and alighting on the body of the dying man, 
were tearing him to pieces, while four savages more 
cruel than the fulious reptile, beheld this scene without 
affording him the least assistance. I endeavored to run 
towards him, if possible, to save his life, but was stop
ped uy the barbarians, who, after insulting me, said: 
'This Christian also will soon become a prey to the 
birds.' Finding my efforts ineffectual, I hastened from 
this scene of horror; and not knowing which way to 
direct my steps, I followed my sheep and my camels. 
Upon my arrival at the tents, my master, struck with 
my absent and distracted looks, inquired what was the 
matter. "Go, (replied I,) a' few steps hence, ami be
holJ what your cruelty, and that of your wife is capable 
of producing. You have suft'er~d my companion to ex
pire, and because his illness prevented him from work
ing, you refused him the milk ~ecessa.ry for his subsi/!-
tence." . 

While pronouncing these words, I concealed my tears, 
which would only have excited the laugbter of these 
human brutes, who ordered me to go and bring away 
the bloody clothes of the unhappy victim of their barbar
ity. I was fired with indil5nation at such an indecent 
proposal. My agitation, antI the fern whiah I had eaten 
to appease my hunger, produced a painful vomiting, 
which was succeeded by almost total dtbility. I was, 
however, ab!e to crawl behind a bush, where I found 
:another wretched object, who inquired the reason of my 
tears, and if I had seen Baudre. "He is not far off," I 
replied. 'This was all I could, or wished to say: but my 
master's sister, who came to bring us some milk, ex
claimed, "The crows are now devouring Baudre's en
trails; you wiII soon meet the same fate; you are good 
for nothing elseY 

My health, which had hitherto been better than I 
could have expected, now declined fast. My whole 
skin hlld been twice renewed, and my body began to be 
covered a third time, with a kind of seales, like those of 
the Arabs, anti this change was attended with considera
ble pain. T.he thOCl!S oYer which I had walked, hall 
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tom my Ceet to the quck'; I could scarcely stand erect;' 
and the large dogs continually Jet loose upon me, and 
from which I could never disengage myself without re
ceiving dreadful wounds, rendered me absolutely inca
pable of guarding the camels. To add to my misery, 
the excessive b,eats about the end of February and 
March, had dried up all the water in that part of the 
.country, and not a single drop of rain had fallen to 
moisten the fields which I had sown. Our cattle finding 
no pasture, were' on the point of perishing, when the 
tribes of Labdesseba and the Ouadelims, having taken 
into consideration their present condition, resolved to 
go in quest of some spot occupied by more industrious 
inhabitants .. 

In this melancholy situation J accidentally met with 
an Arab, having in his train a Christian slave, who, I 
found, had been baker to our ship. This man was dis
posed of to my master at a moderate price, and ordered 
to perform my ordinary labor. I had now an opportu
nity of 'l'ecruiti'lg my strength a little; but the unfortu
nate baker pai\\ !leady for his knowledge in the art of 
preparing f.;od. Ha "ing eaten all the snails we coula 
find, we fed upon sheC'p which had died either of hunger 
or disease. Thi~ sUl';~t'''kd to us the idea of strangling 
a few kids in the night time, persuaded that our masters 
would not meddle with them, as their law prohibits their 
eating of any animal mJlt ~s it has (lied by the knife; but 
being su~pected, ~nd at length caught in the act, \'I'e 
narrowly escaped having our throats cut 

One JIlorning as I wa~ preparing to set off to cut wC'od, 
poor uevoise, addl'essing me in a faint amI languishing 
voice, said, "The ilIu"ion is now over; I have hitherto 
flattered mysl'lf \yith hopes of again beholding my na
tive c,)untry, but I feel my strength forsake me. This 
night, my dear fl·jend, for this title justly belongs to YOll, 
after all you"r care, you will find my body arl'ested by 
the cold hand of death. Adieu, my friend! the tears 
whieh you sh'ive to conceal. are a new proof of youT 
attachment. \'1rite to my brotqer; tt'll him thnt I re
membered him in my last moments, amI that I die with 
the sentimeuts of a true Christian. Adieu! my last 
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momeilt is" nearel' t.han I exp'ec{ed. I expire!" ' . He 
spoke iw more; that moment, indeed, was his laSt. 

I was deeply affected at loosing 1\'1. Devoise, though I 
had only known him sirrce our departure flit!m France. 
I went into the field to seek the only companion I had 
uow left, and, UI)oIl olir return, we were ordel'ed to car
ry away our il'iend's'body, ami' to dig a ycry deep pit, 
in order, as the Al'rcbs said, to concealfllat Chrisllan 
from the sight of their children. '{'his last duty to the 
deceased, we performed with difficulty; for, h\!ing too 
weak to cal'l'y him, we wefe obliged to drag him by the 
feet three quarters of a league. '1'he earth, at the brink 
vf the pit giving way, I tumbled il!' first, atit! was very 
Ileal' expiring under the weight of the body. 

A few days afterwards we quittcd that place to seek a 
more fertile spot, and encamped in the vicinity of sev
"ral other tribes, where I found one of our sailors, 
named Denoux, who was a slave like myst;;;·. I enquir
ed what had become of my companion9. "Six of them 
{said he) were carried away by the Emperor's SOli, soon 
anal' our ship\vl'eak, and have ~ince ~one to l~rance, 
:'d. TaIfil'o,. thesurgeon-m11jnr, died of blows he re
,,;,"ivcd on the llCau WitIl a lat·I:'C stick; f'I. Ibboil'i, 2d, 
L'eutemmt, likewise expired in I.!rtiudful toriul'e. Others, 
to IIvoid the hOrl'Of8 of famine, have renounced thei;: 
religion. As for ine, it will" nbt 'he l'On,:.!; before I follow 
those whom death has delivcl'ed from their mIsery. De
holt! in what a condition I am; there is 1I0 kind of ill
treatment to which I am n()l daily exposed." 

Upon the information thrlt some of the crew c,!!Jl reo 
fumed ju Prance, I curiceiv(;11 new hopes, thinkilJg; that 
tIle marine minister would trallfmit posiiin' orlt~n; to 
reclaim the rest. Such cOl!lIDHl](ls we:'c actually rc~ 
ccived by the vice-consul at IVfmocco, but he llC)!:It'ctdl 
to execute them. I was reflcctill;!: upon thz C!iuse ofthis 
iotal neglect, when upon retiring behiml my hllSh, I was 
much astoIlished t,) 5ee my mastci"S call1f:'b returning 
without a gU;U8'. Being called, rather loo l,tie to l'e,:dvc 
my portion of milk, and not seeing tite pOOl' baker, I 
took t:;o liberty of inquiring what "as be(;ome ·of him, 
but the Ar;:;bs returnzd a vcry ({jIll til;SIHT, and drove 
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me from their presence. Early the next morning It 

young Arab, employed in tending the floeks, informed 
me that Sidy Mohammed, suspecting that the bakel' 
privately milked his ealllels, watched him, and haying 
caught him in the act, seized him by the throat and 
straugled him. 

I was now the only slave remaining in the hamlet, 
and had no longer any companion to whom I could 
cornunicate my misfortunes. My situation became daily 
more deplorable, but yet I resolved not to suffer myse~f 
to be dejected. . 

This resolution, amI my conduct towards those who 
had endeavored to humble me, procured me some res
peet among these savages JSO -.that I was occasionly 
permited to lodge in th~ back of their tents, and eyen 
sometimes to drink out of th~ir vessels. My mastel', 
too, suffered me to r.emain ulllilolested, and I was no 
longer required- to tend his camels. It is true, he nevet' 
said a word cencerning my liberty, but if, he had I 
should not have regarded it, as I was so well acquainted 
with his perfidy that I placed not the least confidence in 
him. It was, however, necessary lor me to make 
faggots, as I had done for so~ time, in or.del· to ex
.change them for milk, being often driven by thirst al
most to madness. 'rhe Arabs themselves suffered ex
ceedingly from :'le same cause j several of them died of 
hunger and thirst j this being the fourth season in whieh 
their crops had bern des_troyed by draught. 'l'his dread
ful situation had so irritated their minus, that the differ
ent tribes made warupollP,ach other, lilil!. eniirely failed 
them, and each tried who could carry olr most castle, 
for the purpose of killing them and drying the flesh. 
Water was still scarcer, as Ii-tIle is to be found in the 
dtsert, excepting to,war't!s the sea, and even thct'e it is 
black, putri.d, anli brackish. The bad quality of this 
beverage, togetber with the want of pastur'age, alll',.),s 
Iceeps tbe Arabs at a distance from the CORSt. E.,;r:g; 
,lestitute of ev-ery kind of proviEion, none attempted to 
pursue his journey. Those 1vho had the If:,:,t milk 
quencheH their thirst fmlll the bowels of n,(: camels 
which they killed. 1 rom the stomachs of tbese ani-

X 
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'nmls Ihf] pres<;ctl a greenish kind of water, which they 
carefully prescl'ved, and boiled their flesh in it. 'l'hat 
procurell from the bodies of their goats had the taste 
and ~mell of sn-eet fennel, and the broth made of it 
ncn;r appeared di<!ag-reeable; i)l}t that procured froID 
Ihe camel was not equally pleasing to the taste. I was 
)]luci) astonisbed, that tnese animals, which never dmnk 
above two or three times a year, and eat Bothing Illrt 
dried plants, should have such a prodigious qU3fltity of 
water in theii'stomams. 

In onIer to regain my liberty I found means to get 
'~g/ti!l into my possession the treasure I had given the 
Al'ab, which might ha .. e enabled me to cross the desert

l 
aml to bribe the Arabs to conduct me to Morocco. 
Sidy Mohammed, however, mi!,;sed it, and .pre~ailed on 
,me, by powerful arguments, once more to restore it. 
'J'he principal inducement was a promise of being sent 
hJ Mogador, Imd meanwhile to bea4lowed a sufficient 
quantity of milk, night and morning . 

. -\t length chance conducted -8idy Mahmud, sheriff of 
the tribe of Trar.gea, to the place which I was watering 
with my tears. ..He eSfjuired who I was, upon which 
the Arabs acquainted him with my history, boasting of 
the great riches.! in Jlowder and arms, which J was said 
to possess at Senegal. The sheriff immediately recol
lected me, asked me what situation I bad held in the 
islanrl of St. Louis, and I answered his <Iuestions. Look
ing at me nearer, he exe\aimed : '" What! art thou Btis
son 7" Upon my replying in the affirmati~e, he appear
,~d greatly' astonished, and addressing himsclt to the 
Arabs: "You know not this Christian, (said he,) every 
thing at Senegal belongs to him." 'l'lJis man havin~ 
!-een me deliver stores in the king's magazine, ima!!;ined 
that they were my property; amI my master's brother
in·law, Sidy Selim, hearing this flattering account of my 
riches, did not sf.rup1e to purchase me at tbe price of 
live camels. 

I was ignorant of this bargain, wilen I was unexpect
.>(Ily filled with joy and surprise. Returning one evening 
with my master from watering our camels, for the fhi,..l 
l:me uuring; three m'Jllths, my niistress ordered me to 
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nei{!;hboting tent. 'l'here I found Sidy Sdim, who, 
eallin~ me to him, directed me to prepare to depart wilh 
him the nt~xt monling for Mogarlor. I had been so OftCIl 
flattered with this hope, and as often deceived, that I 
could scarcely believe him tp be in e8mec t. 'J'he ap' 
pearance, h.,wever, of some preparation for jhc pl'Opos, 
cd journey, convinced me that h~ wa!':, and the'ohl 
man repeating his protestatiQlJs, I was so tran~Jlortell 
that I threw myself at his leet, wept, sighed, aJIII laugh· 
ed; in short, I knew not wbat I was doing. In order to 
feelot" CoI'm Itn idea of wb'at I experienced, when I leal'll" 
ed that the ('.hains of my servitmli'! were hroken, ai'''''' 
son must have been reduced to a similar situation. 

1\Iy iormer master then ealled me, amI told me that I 
no longer belonged to him. "! have fl,lfilled my promise, 
(he added,) you are going to be rcstored to your coun
try." Tbese words made me forget an my resentm(,nt, 
and resign myself entirely to joy, which was incrt'asc(l 
wben informed that I was to have a companion. "We 
are going to join him, (said he) a few races hence." 
I was far from suspecting that he meant the unfortunate 
baker. The moment I saw him, I 3!'ked by what mira
cle be had been restored to life. " Alas! (he replied,) 
I know not how I escllped death. Sitly Mohamme(l otle 
day. surprised me milking his camels. He ran up to me, 
gave me several blows, alld squeezed my tilroat so 
closely that I fell almost lifeless at his feet. Upon re· 
covering my senses, I was astonished to find myself 
alonc. My neck w3scovered with blood, and you ma.\" 
still see the marks of his nails. I crawled, as well as { 
was able, into a cavern of the rock, which severn I times 
echoed the voice of my barbarous master, who COlIne 
back to look for m~, or at least to see in what· situation 
I was. I had resolved"eitber to starve myself to death, 
01' to .make for the sea-coast, in the bope of meetim.: 
with some vessel. I arlived there after a journey of teu 
days, during which time I had no food but snails, and 
nothing to (li·ink but my Q)VIl urine. I had scarcely pro· 
6ceded twenty paces among the rocks, in order to hail 

. a SDla:4 sloop, which lay at ancbor off the coast, when ~ 
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was seized by t"iO young Arabs, who took the"greil.~ 
eare of me; anti since that time I have been their slave';; 
'.rhey appeared t.o be of a much milder disposition, than 
'he Arabs of the interior, and are much more industrious. 
-;,Iwy informed me, about a fortnight ago, that they were
going to take me to the sultan, alHI I am inclined to be
lieve that their reason for bringing me hitheo', was, be
ClUse they had agreed upon tliis place of rendezvous 
with your master, after informing h:m that they had me 
in their possession.'" 

Sidy Mohammed's behaviour, upon taking leave of 
HlP, was very affecting. "Adieu, my dear Brisson I" 
,'aid he, "you are about to undertake a long journey. 
You will soon perceive that I had gn'at reason to be 
~tfraid of it. I wish no danger may befal yeu, and that 
your passage by sea may be more fortunate than the 
last. Adieu! forget not to send my wife the scarlet 
doth. Charge it to the account of Sidy SeHm. Once 
more adieu, my dear Brisson!" '.rile tears which accom
panko his last words, might have deceived me, ba{l.l 
Hot known what an adept he was in the art of rlis!:,imu~ 
latioll. 

After we hap been sixty-six days on our journey, my 
·,trength was exhaustc(l, my le;:;5 were prodigiously 
hwoHen, my feet covered with running' sores, and I 
,.,hould infallibly have Slluk under my misfortu~es, had 
not my master, 10 encourage me, every now ami thf'li 
~,.titl, "Ueholtl Lbe sea! Dost not thou see the ships? 
Hare a good heart; we are al:nost at our journey's end," 
Hope supported me, and when I least expected it, I Le
lIeld the element ofwhith I had so much cause to com
plain. Upon quitting a lahyrinth of broom bushes, we 
',rrived at the ~op of a few liHle sand-hills" when, .t,) 
my inexpressible .by-a joy, cf \\'hich the l'cadcl' can 
"can::dy fO:'lll any idea-I percei't'ed tIle French colors, 
;,nu those of several other nations, floating over the 
poops of different yessels lying in the harhor of Moga
(hr, whieh place, I, as yet, knew ollly by the name Qf 
fJaira. ",\,-ell, Brisson!" said my master, "art !hDU 

( ,mlent ? Dosl. thou not see the vessels? Are there 
~ny French? I promised to com!uct thee to th€ «')llSU!, 
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and thou seest that I have kept my word. But what is 
the matter: thou art quite silent 1" Alas! what eouid I 
answer! I could scarcely gin vent to my tears; and to' 
articulate 'a word was impossible. I surveyed the sea, 
tile oolors, the ships, and the city, and thought that every 
thing I beheld was only an illusion. The unfortunate 
baker, equally affected and Ilurprised, joined his sighs 
with miRe, while my tears bathed the hands of the gener
ous old man who had procured me the enjoyment of 
such an agreeable prospect. 

On en1ering the city we met two Europeans. "Who· 
ever thou art, (said I,) behold the mj~ery of 3n unfortu·· 
nate man, and deign to assist him. Afford me some 
consolation, and revive my drooping spirits. 'Vher(; 
am I? Of what country are you 1 What day of the· 
month is it 1- What day of the week is it 1" I found 
that I addressed two of my countrymen from BOl'deaux, 
who after looking at me a few moments, w('nt to illform 
Messrs. Duprat and Cabanes, w.ho considered it their 
duty to relieve, as far as lay in their power, such unhappy 
people as might be driven upon these coasts. '1'hose 
gentlemen came to meet me, and without being disgust· 
ed at my appearance, which was far from inviting, they 
clasped me in their arms and shed· tears of joy. at. being 
able to relieve an unfortunate man. 

While lwas wailing for an, audience with the emperorj 

I saw a captain review his troop. He was seated upon 
the ground; with his chin resting upon his two fists, aud 
his arms placed upon his knees, which were bent up
wards. He made his soldiers advance two by two, then 
gave his orders,' upon which the. men, ~fter prostrating. 
before him, retired to their posts, or went to enjoy their 
amusement. 

Five or six of the guards arriving with white sta"'es, 
suddenly leaped upon me, seized me by the collar, like 
a malefactor, and having ordered two large folding doors, 
like those of our barns, to be opened, they pushed me 
rudely into. a kind of enclosure, where I looked in vain 
for any thing announcing the majesty of the throne,. 
Having walked fifteen or twenty paces past a kim} (If 

wbeel-barrow, my attendants made me suddenly tum 
X,Z 
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:::iJ~ut, 3ml pushing me in a bl'lltal manner, ordered me 
to prostrate myself befOl'e this wheelbarrow, in which tile. 
emperor \Vas seated cross.legged, amusing himself with.· 
stroking his toes. Having looked at me for some time, 
he askell, if I was not one of those Chrbtian sl!f,ves 
whose vessel bad been cast a\Vay upon his coasts about 
a year before; what was the intention of my voyage to· 
Senegnl, &~. " You were lost thl"Ough your own tault," 
suill he, "Why did you not keep farther fl'om the shore 1 
AI-t thou rich? Art thou married 1" 

I had scarcely answered these questions, when he or
dered paper and ink to be brougbt him, with a small, 
reed, which he u,sed as a peD, He then traced Ollt lbe 
foul' cardinal points, to shew me that Paris lay towards 
the north, and \uote dOWD a few cyphers, as far as 
twelve, asking me if I knew them. He m{ewise put 
several questions of the saIlle kind, to display the great 
extent of his learning. 

" Did the mountaineer'S treat thee well? (continued 
the priilce;) Did they take much of thy effects 1" 11'6-
plied to all his questions; observing, that in proportion 
as we approached tIle capital, we f(}unrl tbe manners of 
t:He inhabitants milller and more civilized. " My huthori
ty does not extend over all the country thou hast travers
ed, (said he,) or rather my orders cannot be conveyed so 
far. With whom didst thou come 1" Witb Silly Selim, 
of the tribe of Rou8sye. "I know him, let bim bB 
brought hither." A moment afterwards my mast~r wa~ 
introduced. The emperor ordered one of his guards to 
take care of me and the baker, till be should receive 
fresh orders, and to supply me with food from the royal 
kitchen; this man seemed greatly surprised that the sul
tan should have conversed so long with a slave. 

Fortunately the French consul was at this time, in 
great favor with the emperor, on account of some pres. 
ents which he had made him. The emperor, for this 
reapOD, set all the prisoners at liberty, and me among 
the rest; so that we bad now only to consider of the 
necessary measures for our return to France. 

'1'l1e Arabs of the desert among whom I had resided, 
nre S'J iguorant, that they not only consider themsclvf's 
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as the princip!ll nation in the world, but ha,oe the foolisb 
vanity to 'belive that the sun rises for them only: .. Be
hold that luminary, (said they,) which is unknown in 
thy country! During the night thou art not lighted as 
we' are, by that heavenly body which regulates our days 
and our fasts. llis children, (meaning the stars,) poin~. 
out to us the bours of prayer. You have neither trees 
nor camels, sheep, goats, nor dogs. Are your women 
made like OUI'S 1" "Indeed, (said one, counting my 
fingers and toes,) he is made like us ; he differs only in 
his eolor and language, which astonishes me. Do you 
sow barley in your houses 1" (meaning our ships.) No, 
answered I; we sow our fields almost in the same sea· 
son as you. "How! {exclaimed several of them,) do 
you live upon land 1 We believed that you were born 
8.J:Id lived upon the sea." 

As scon as ray quarantine was finished at Cadiz, where 
I laBded, before I proceeded to my Dative land, or to 
the arms of a tender and affectionate wife, I wrote to the 
Mllrechal de Castr~ that I waited his orders to return 
1:0 Selilegal. Charged with fresh despatches, I again em
barked at Havre de Grace, on the 6tb of May, 17~7, 
and had the good IOrtune to arrwe at tlte isltn' of S~ 
LOQis, witlwut <my ae£i:dent, , 
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SHIPWRECK OF 

THE JONGE THOMAS, 

.J Dutch E;WJi-Indiaman, aUlte Cape !if Good Hope, 

Jw/£c the 2d, 1173. 

ON the 1st of June, 1773, being Whit-IUo&
uay, there arose at the Cape a very high north-wllst-·, 
wind, with voilent hlU'ricanes ami showers of rain. At 
night, in this storm, the Jonge Thomas, one of the four; 
ships belonging to the Company tha,t were still in the, 
r.oad, having lost aIt her anchol's, one after the other, 
was driven on tbe sands near the shore at Zoul River, 
and, in consequence of her hea.vy la.ding, parted into· 
pieces in the middle. 'l'he surge rose to an amazing 
height on.' the shore, and Zoul River was so swollen as 
to be almost impassable. It is true from the middle of 
May to the middle of August, the Company's ships ar~ 
prohibited, from lying in the road; yet it sometimes hap
pens, that the governor permits it, in order· to avpid 
the inconveniences of victualling and lading the ships in 
False Bay. Independently of the loss sustained by the 
Company, as well in ships as merchandise, a number of 
the crew likewise unfortunately: perished on this occa
sion. 'l'hey were lost for want of assistance,' and met 
with a deplorable death very near the land. Only sixty
three men escaped; one hundred and forty-nine being 
unhappily drowned, 

The ship had scarcely struck, which happened just at 
day-break, when the most effieacious measures were en,
played, to save as much as possible of the 'company's 
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property, that might chance to be cast on sh,ore; though 
not the least care was t&ken to deliver a single soul of 
the crelV f~m their forloru and miserable situation. 
Thirty men were instantly orrlered out, wiih a stripling. 
of a lieuteiiant, from the citadel, to the place where the 
ship lay, in order to keep a sfi'ict look out, allll prevent 
~my of the Company's effects frmp being stolen., A 
gibbet was erected, and an edict issued at the same 
time, importing that whoever should come near the 
spot, should be hanged immediately, without trial, or 
sentence being pa~sed upon them. On this accoUllt, 
the c.olllpassionate inhabitant.'lt who had gone out ,on 
horseback to the assistanc~ of the wretched sufferers, 
were obliged to return, without being' able to do them' 
the least senice; hut, on the contrary, witnessed the 
brutality and wallt of feeling evinced on this occaslon 
by certain persons, who did not bestow a thought on 
Xfording the least assistance or relief to Uleil' fellow
creatures upon the wreck, perishing with cold, hungel"f 
and thirst, and almost. in the arms of death. 

Auother circumstance teaded to rerider this otherwise 
distressing sceDe stilI more afflicting, Among the few 
hrcky enough to save their lives by swimming from the, 
wreck, was the gUHner, who stripped himself quite Ilak-, 
etl, in orner that he might swim the easier, and had the 
g~od luck to come alive to shore, whieh "liS not Ute 
case "Hh everyone who -could swim; for many were
l'ither dashed to pieces against the rocks, or by the vio
lence of the surf, carried again into tile sea. Whenhe 
31"fived on 8hore he found his chest landed before him; 
but just as he was going to open it, and take out his 
great coat, the lieutenant who commanded the party, 
drove him away from it, and though he eaJ'lle~t1y beg
ged ftir leave to take out the clothes necessary lor COy

(Iring his naked and shivering body, and could also 
prove by the key, fastened, according to, the sailor's 
Gustom, to his waist, as well as by his name cut on the 
lid of his chest, that it was actuall), his property, he was, 
neverthele~s, forced, to retreat-without. ~ffecting his PUl'-
pose, by this merciless hero, who gave him several 
smart blows with his cane on his b .. re uade After. lit) 
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had passed the whole day naked and hungry, and eR-
110Sed tQ the pie'\'cing WiD~, and was going to be taken, 
in the evening, t6 town along with others "'~}. had been 
saved from the wl'ec'k, he again· asked leave to take a 
coat out of his cilest to cover hiinself with; but this 
having beeJJl previously plundered, he found empty. 
On enteri»; the town, where he arrived stark naked, he 
met with a burgh€l', whe took compassion on him and 
lent him his great coat. Afterwards, he, as well as the 
other unfortunate wretches, were obliged to run ilbout 
the town, several days together, begging victuals, 
IoIlothes, a.nd money, till at length they received SUppOlt 
t.t the Company's expense, and were again taken into 
its service. . 

Another action, ·bfm0rahle to humanity',. deserves tile 
more to be recorded, as it slrewl!!, that at aU times, and 
in all places, there are ooth goad find considerate peo
ple, as well as such who haTe nothing human but tho, 
shape. An old man, of the na~ of W oltemad, by 
birth an EUropean, who was at this time the keeller of 
the beasts at the managerie, near the garden, had a sun 
in the <litadel, who was a corporal, Imd amGng the first 
who had been oruered Qut to Paarden Island, (Horse 
Island,) where a guard was to he placod for the "'Tecked 
goods. This worthy veteran borruwed a' horse, and 
rode out in the mQming wilh a bottle of wine afJd R loaf 
of bread for his ion's breakfast. This happened so early 
that the gibbet had oot yet been erected, nor the ediet 
posted up, to point out to the traveller the nell rest road 
to eternity. '1'he hoary sire had no sooner delivered to. 
his son the refreshments he had brought him, and heard 
the lamentations of the distress~d crew from t,'1e wreck, 
than he resolved to ride his horse, which was a good 
swimmer, to the wreck, with a view of saving some of 
them. He returned safe with two of the unfortunate 
sufierers, and repeated this dangerous trip six times, 
each time bringing with him two men, and thus saTed, 
in a~l, fourteen persons. 'i'he horse was by this time so 
much fatigued, that he did l1o.t think it prudent to venture 
out again; hut fhe cries and in treaties of the poor Bulfer" 
ers on the wreck incIcasing, he ventured one trip mOfc, 
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which proved so unfortunate, that he lost his own life, as 
on this occasion, too many rushed upon him at once, 
some catching hold of the horses tail, and others of the 
briQle, by which means, the horse wearied out, and too 
heavily laden, tur.p.ed head over heels, and all drowned 

. together. 
'1'bis noble and heroic action Qf a superanuated 01", 

man shews that a great number of Jives might probably 
have been saved, if a stroHg rope bad been fastened by 
one end to the wreck and by tire other to the shore. 
When the· storm and waves had subsided, the ship was 
found to lie at so &mall a distanGe from the laRd that 
one might ah'it'5t have leaped from her upon the shore. 

On receiving intelligence of the above event, the East
India Lil"ector~ in HOlland, ordered one of their ships to 
be (',allbd the W oltemad, and the story of his hu
manity to be painted on the stern: . they farther enjoined 
the regency of the Cape to provide for his dooendants . 
. Unfortunately, in the southern hemisphere, all were 

not impressed with th.e same sentiments of gratitude. 
The young corporal W oltemad, who had been an una
vailing witness of his father havmg; sacrificed himself in 
tbe service of the Company -and of maukind, wi;,hed in 
vain to be gratified with his father's place, humble 3S it 
was. Stung with the disappointment, he left that un
grateful country and wellt to Batavia, where he died btl
fore the news of such a great and uBex'pecred reCQHl
Il¥!ndation eould reach him. 



LOM! OF THE 

APOLLO FRIGATE, 

.9.nd Twenty-Nine Sail ~f We.st-Iruliame:l1, near Figuero, 
. ,. 

on the Coast of P()J"tugal, .9.pril 2, 1 S04. 

By an O.fficer of the .dpollo. 

MONDAY, tire 26th of March, sailed from the 
Cove of Cork, in company with his majesty's ship Ca
.l"ysfort, and Sixty-Nine sail of merchant ships, under 
convoy for' the West· Indies; 27 th, were out of sight of 
land, with a fair wind,blowing a strong gale, and steer
ing W. S. W. 'l'he 28th, 29th, and 30th, weather and 
course nearly the same ; 3]st, the wind came more to 

. tlK! westward, but more moderate. .Sunday, the ]st of 
Apri1, at noon, observed in lat. 40 deg. 51 min. north; 
longitude, per account, ]2 deg. 20 min. west; at eight 
o'clock on Sunday evening the wind shifted to the S. W. 
blowing very fresh; course S. S. E. At ten, up main
sail, and set the main stay-sail. At a quarter past ten 
the main-sail split by the sheeting giving way; callell all 
hands upon deck At half past ten strong breezes and 
squally; took in foretop sail, and 8et the fore-sail. At 
half (ll\st eleven the maintop-sail split; furled it and the 
main-sail. The ship was now under her fore-sail, main, 
and mizen storm stay-sail; the wind blowing hard, wi til 
a very heavy sea. 

About half past three on Monday morning, the 2!l, 
the ship struck tbe ground, to the a~tonishment of e,-ery 
one on board; and, by the above reckonillg, ,ve then 
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conjectured upon an unknown shore. She continued 
striking the grOlUld very heavily sever2l times, by which 
her bottom was materially damaged, making much wa
tel'; the chain-pumps were rigged with the utmClst dis
patch, and the men began to pump, but in about ten 
minutes she beat and drove oyer the shoal. On en
deavOling to steel' her, found her rudder carried away
sae then got before the wind; the pumps were kept 
going, but from the quantity of water she shipped, there 
appeared every probability of her soon foundering, frf'm 
her filling, and sinking very fast. 

After running about five minutes, the ship struck the 
ground again, with such tremendous shocks, that all 
were fearful she would instantly go to pieces, aud she 
kept stricking ami driving farther on the sands, the sea 
making breaches completely over her. The lanyards of 
the main and miz.en l'igging being cut away, the masts 
fell, with a tremendous crash, over the larboard side ; 
the forc-mast went immediately after. The ship then 
fell on her starboard side, with the gunwale under water. 
Tbe violence with which she struck Ule ground, and the 
weight of the guns, those on the quarter-deck tearing 
away the bulwark, soon made the ship a perfect wreck 
abaft; only four or five guns could p(!ssibly be fired to 
alarm the convoy, and give notice of danger. On her 
stricking the second time, most pitiful cries were heard 
everywhere between decks, many of the men giving 
themselves up to inevitable death. I was told that I 
ldght as well stay bdow, as there was an equal likeli
hood of pCfishing if I got T,;POl1 deck, I determined to 
go, but first attemptf'd to enter my cabin, though in dan
ger of havill~ my leeS br'ot,en by the chests floating 
about, and the bulk-heads giving \\"ay; I therefore de
sisted, and endeavored to get upon the deck, which I 
effected, after being several times washed duwn the 
hatchway, by the immense volume of waleI' incessantly 
pouring dOWN. The ship still beating the ground vcry 
violently, JIIade it necessary to ding fast to some pat·t of 
the wreck, to prevent being e8rried by the surges, or 
but'kd by the dre'ddful concu6si~ns, overboard; the peo
ple holding bd by the larlmartl bulwark 0{ th~ '!l'ali~l" 

y 
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deck, anil tlle main channels, while our Captain stood 
naked upon the cabin sky-light grating, hoMing fast by 
the stump of the mizen-mast, and making use or every 
soothing expression which could have been suggested to 
eIJCOUf1 ge men in such a perilous situation_ ]),108t of tbe 
ofrlcers and men were entil'ely naked, not having time 
to slip on a pair of trowsers. Our horrible situation 
every moment became more dreadful; until day-light 
appearing, about haJf past four o'clock, disco,-ered to us 
the land, at about two .c.ables length distance, a long 
sanrly beach, reaching to Cape l\'Iondego, thl'ee leagues 
to the southward of us. On day-light clearing up, we 
couM perceive between twenty and thirty sail of the 

-convoy ashore, both to the northward and southward, 
and several of them perfect wrecks. Being now certain 
of being on the coast of Portugal, from seeing the above 
.(Jape, I am sony to say, no person in the ship had the 
least idea of being so near that coast. Jt blowing hard, 
and a very great s~'cll of the sea, (or what is generally 
termed, waves, nlDlIing mountains high,) there was little 
prospect. of being saved. About eight o'clock, there 
being every likelihood of the ship's going to pieces, and 
the after part laying lowest, Captain Dixon ordered every 
person forwnrd, which it wail very difficult to comply 
with, from the motion of the main-mast working on the 
fal'board gunwale, there .belng no other way to get for
ward. i'lr. Cook, the boatswain, had his thigh oroken, 
in endeavoring to get abo at over the side; of "ix fine 
boats Dot one was saved, being all staved and carried 
Iwer with tile booms, &c. Soon citer the people got 
forward, the ship parted at the gangways. 'rhe crew 
were now obliged to stow themselves in the fore chan
nels, and from thenee to the bowsprit end, to the num
ber of two hundred and tweniy ; for out of two hundred 
and forty persons on board when the ship struck, I wp
pose twenty to have previou",ly perished between decks, 
~nd otlH'rwise. Mr. Lawton, the gunner, the fir5t per
son who attempted to swim on shore, was drownPll; 
afterwards Lieutenant Wilson; :1\'11'. Runci.·, slll'gelJn; 
Mr. M'eabe, surgeon'!i. mate; Mr. Slf>TIley, mibtcr's 
mate; and several men, shared the same fate, by reason 
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<If the se~breaking in enormous surges over them, 
though excellent swimmers. Ahout thirty persons had 
the good fortune to reach the shore, upon planks anll 
spars, .among whom were Lieutenant Harvey, and :111'. 
Callam, master's mate. Mouday night our situati:m was 
truly horrid, the old men and boys dyin; through hung:f't' 
and fatigue, with Mr. Proby, ;tnd Mr. Hayes, midship. 
men. Captain Dixon remained aU this l.ight upon 111<:." 
bowsprit. 

Tuesday morning Ixesented us no b(tter pro'f'u:t oj' 
being relieved from ':lt~ jaws of death; the wild LlIJ \~'ill!"', 
stl"Onger, and the sea mueh more turbulent. } .. bO\d 

noon this day our drooping spil'its were somewhat Ie
lieved by seeing Lieut. Harvey all1lVlr. Callum, ·huistipg. 
out a boat from one of the merchant ships, to come t(.1 

the' assistance of theh- distressed shipmates. 'l'hey 
sen~ral times attempted to launch her through the smf, 
but being a very heavy boat, amI the sea Oll the beach 
acting so powerfully against them, that they could not 
possibly efrect it, tl;ough assisted IJY nearly one hundred 
men, of the merc:iant sailor;" and of the Portuguese 
per.sltnts. Sevel'all!Jen \\'ent upun rafts jUs day, made 
from pieces of the \';i'i:\:_~, but 110t one soul reached !i,e 
shore; the wind having ;,hifted, and the current "cHing 
out, they were ,,;t driven b sp,a, among whom w<!s our 
Captain, who, about three ill the afternoon, went on the 
jib boom lIith three seamen; anxious to save the reo 
mainder of the ship's company, and too sanguine of 
getting !Safe on shore, he ventured upon the spar, saying, 
on jumping into the sea, "My lads, 1'" !;'ave you all." 
In a few seconds he lost his hold of' the spar, which L .. 
could not regain ; he d .. jf:ed to sea, and perished. 8ueh 
was al;;o the fate of the th!"ee bra'f e voluuteers wbo chose 
his fortune. 

The loss of our Captain, who, until now, had animat
ed the almost lifeless crew, as well as the noble exertions 
of Lieut. Harvey and Mi'. Callam to launch the boat, 
not succeeding, every gkam of' hope vanished, nnd we 
looked forward for certain tlt?i!l the ensuing night, 110t 
only from cold, hunger, antI fatigut', but the expectation 
of the remaining part of tbe wfce!i going to pieces every 
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moment. Hall not the Apollo been a new anti well
built ship, that small portion of her eould not have ;>0 

long resisted the waves, and stuck so well together, pltr
tictr:arly as the after part from the chess-1i'Ccs was gone, 
the starboard bow uuder water, the castle-deck nellrly 
perpendicular, the lV(·ight of the guns hanging to the 
larboard hulwal'k, on the inside, and the bower anu spare 
nnchors on the outside, which it was not prudent kI cut 
away, as they afforded restiug·pJaces to a comiderable 
number of men, there being only the fore chaI!nets, and 
cathead, where it w~ possible t.) live in, and about 
which were stowed upwauls of one hundred and fifty 
men; it being impracticabJe to continue allY longer in 
t.he head, or upon the bowsprit, by re::son of th·e break
l'!'3 washing completely oyer those places. 'l'he night 
drawing on, the wind increasing with frequent ShO\7erS 

of rain, the sea washing over us, and looking every in
stant for the fore· castle giving way, when we must all 
have perished together, afforded a spectacle truly deplo
rable; the bare recollection of which, even now, makes 
me ihudder. The piercing cries of the people this dis
mnl ni.:,(ht, at every sea coming over them, which hal>
pened every two minutes, were pitiful in the extreme; 
the water funning from the helul down all over tile boay, 
keeping us continually wet. 'I'his shocking night, the 
remaining strength of every person was exerted for his 
il1l1ividual safety, Fl'om the crowding so closely to
getller, in such a narrow compass, and the wallt of 
!'omething to moisten ou\' moutlls, several poor wretches 
were suffocated; which frequently reminaed me of the 
»tack Hole, with this difference ouly, that those poor 
,;uifcrel's were confined by strong walls, we by water; 
(he least movement, \\ .thout clinging fast, would. have 
l,un!chedus into etel'llity. Some of the unfortunate 
crew ,bmk salt water; several their own urine; some 
lO'.hewed leather; myseif and many more chewed lead; 
from which we (;ODcpi\'erl we. found considerable relief, 
hy reason of its drawing the saliva, which we swallow
('fl. In Jess than an hoUt, after the ship struck the ground. 
aIUhe prt'lvisions were unller water, amI the ship It wreck, 
so that it was impossible to procure any part. After the 
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most painful night that is possible to conceive, on dar
light appearing, we observed Licut. Harvey :md MI'. 
Callam, again enrleavori11g to launch the boat. Several 
attempts were made without success, a number of men 
belonging to the merchant ships being much bruised and 
lJUrt in assisting; alternate hopes and fears DOW pervaded 
our wretched minds; 15 men got safe on shore this 
morning on pieces of the wreck. About th:'"e in the 
aftel'tloonof Wednesday the 4th, we had the inexp!"ess:
hie happiness of seeing the boat launched through the 
surf, by the indefatigable exertions of the brave oi\l"('rs, 
assisted by the masters of the merchant ship.o. with n 
nUmUer of Portuguese Peasants, Who were encoura~ed 
by Mr. Whitney, the British Consul, from Figuera. All 
the crew then remaining on the wrecl., were brought safe 
on shm'e, praising God for a happy deliverance from a 
shipwreck which has scarcely ever had its parallel. A" 
soon as I stept out of the boat, I fouHd sel'cral persons 
whose humanity prompted them to offer me sustenance, 
though improperly 1n spirits, which I avoided as much as 
possible. Our weak state may be conceived, when it is 
considered that we received no nourishment from Suuday 
to Wednesday afternoon, and were centinuaUy exposed 
to the fury of the watery element After eating anll. 
drinking a little, I found myself we5:ker than before, 'oc
casioned. I apprllhend, from having been w long \' W;
out ~ither. Some men die(\ soon after getting on ~hol'(" 
frodl imprudently dringillg too large a quantity of spirit;;. 
All were in a very weak and exhausted !State, the greater 
part being badly bruised and wounded. About thirty 
sail of merchant ships were wrecl,ed at the same time on 
this dreadful beach. Some ships sunk with all their peo
ple, and almost every ship lost from two to tIVeive men 
each; yet the situation of the remainder was not equally 
distressing with that of the crew of the frigate; as the 
merchant ships drawing a less draught of water, had 
mostly driven close on shore, and no person rcmaived 
on board them after the first morning. The Dl1lsters of 
the merchant ships had tents"'upon the bt'ach, and Borne 
provisions they had saved from the wrecl{s, wh:ch t1:Py 

,generously distributed, antI gave every ass;stallce to the 
Y2 
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Apollo'S people, Thus was lost one of the tinest frigltte. 
in the British navy, nith sixty-one of her crew. The 
uumber of persons lost in the merchant ships was'81So 
"'ery considerable. Dead bodies every day floated 
ashore, and pieces of the wreck covered the beach fOl" 
ten miles in extent. 

This fatal and ullpl'eeedented calamity, i~ uni~ersaUy, 
ascribed to the carelessness and inattention of the Com-
modore : and it is asserted, that had it been dark a 
quarter of an hour longer! the 'lI1hole Cffn'l)oy wouldhav9r 

~hare~ the same fate. 



SHIPWRECK OF THE 

FRENCH SHIP DROITS DE L'HOMl\I~ 

Of 74 Gum, driven on Shore the 13th of January, 1791. 

By Elias Pipon, Lieutenant of the 63d Regiment. 

ON the 5th of January, 1797, returning home 
on leave of absence from the West-Indies, in the Cum
berland lettel' of marque, for the recovery of my health. 
saw a large man of war oft' the coast of Ireland, being
then within four leauges of the mouth of the rivel' Shan
non. She hoisted English colors, and decoyed us 
within gun-shot, when she substiuted the tri-colored flag. 
and took us, She proved to be les Draits d L'Homme, 
of 74 guns, commanded by the ci devanl baron, now 
citizen La Crosse, and had separated from a-fleet of 
men of war, on board of which were twenty thousand 
troops, intended to invade Ireland. On board of this 
Ship was General Humbert, who afterwards effected,~ 
descent in Ireland (in 179,9} with nine hundred troops 
and six hundred seamen.* 

On the 7th of January went into Bantry Bay to see 
if any of the squadron was still there, and on finding 
none, the ship proceeited to the southward. Notbing 
extr8Qrdinary occurred until the evening of the 1 sth, 

* Sir Edward Pelle1lJ IuJs since told me that the official 
Jkcountfrom Frnnce, on which-he has receil'ed head mon
ey, amounted to one thousand seven huntlred and fifty 
~.w at the time of the ahipmreck. 

A 
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when two men of war hove in sight, which aCierwan15 
prO-ved to be the Indefatigable and Amazon frigates. It 
is rather remarkable that the captain of the ship should 
inform me, that the squadron which was going to engage 
him was tlir Ell ward PelIew's, and declared, as "as 
afterwards proved by the issue, that" he would not yield 
to any two English frigates, but would sooner sink his 
ship with every soul on board." The ship was theD 
cleared for action, and we English prisoners, consisting 
of three infantry officers, two captains of merchantm€n, 
tlVO women, and forty-eight seamen and soldiers, were 
conducted down to the tahle tier at the foot of the 
fore-mast. 

T·lle action began with opl'Ding the lower deck ports, 
which, however, were soon shut again, on account of the 
great sea, which occasioned the water to rush in to that 
degree that we felt it running on the cahles. I must 
here observe, that the ship was built on a new construc
tion, considerably longer than men of war of her rate, 
and her lower· deck, on which she mounted thirty· two 
pounders French, equal to forty-pounders English, was 
two feet and a half lower than usual. The situation of 
the ship, before she struck on the rocks, has been fully 
elu@idated by l3ir Edward PelIew, in his letter. of the 17th 
of January to Mr. Nepean:* the awfllI task is left for 
me to relate what ensued. 

* To render this narrative still more complete the leiter 
tif Sir Edward Pellelv to the Sfcretary of the .2dmirally 
is subjoined:-

" 1 have the honor to make known to you, for tl/e in
formation of the Lord,'! Commissioners 'If the ,fldmiralty, 
thal on Friday last, the 13th instant, at half past noon, 
in latitude 47 deg. 30 min. N. T.Js..hant bearing N E. 50 
league.s, we discovered a large ship in the .. Y. W. quarter, 
sleering under easy sail for Prance. The n'ilid w(t,'! then 
at rve.st, hlowing hard, n'ith thick hazy weather. 1 instant-·, 
iy made the signal to the Amazon for (/ general clutse; 
(Illd follon'ed it by the signal th([i the chas" 1VUS an enemy. 
III jour P. M. the lndefal,igable hau gqined SlIjJi.cielitly on 
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At tlbt)ut four-in the nwrning a dreaUfui convulsion, at 
fhe foot of the foremast, roused us from a state of anx
iety fOI" our fate to the. idea that the ship was sillking! 
~t was the fMe-mast that fell over the side ; in about a 
quarter of an hour an awful malJdate from abo'.'e was 
fe-echoed from all parts of (he ship: Pau;;res JJilgh:i:Y! 
p.aUl·res .!Jnglais! Montez bien n'te nous san/me tous 
perdus !-" Poor Englishmen! POOl' Englishmf'1l ! ,>,me 
011 deck as fast as you can, "'e are all lost!" Everyone 
rather flew than climbed. Though scare-ely able (0 

move before, from sickness, yet I now felt an energetic 
strength in all my fJ'ame, ILnd soon gained the upper 

the chase for me to distinguish very clearly thai she had 
tiro tier qf guns, tIJith tlie lower-detk paris shut, and that 
she /tad no poop. 

" At fifteen 'minutes h~Jore six 11'''' brought lhe enemy 
to close action, n'hich conlinued to be nell supporletl, an 
both sides, near an hour, n-hm n'£ una/:aidably SMt 
allea{Z; at this moment the .'hW:CH appea?'ed astern, and 
gallantly supplied our place; but the eagerness of Cap
tain Reynolds, to seco/ld his friend, hnd braught him un
der a press of sail, (1,1:1 after a m:ll supported and close 
fire for a lillie tiim:, he ulso uual'oidahly shot altead. 
The enemy, /t'ho had nearly ~fficted rUlinil/{{ me Ort board, 
appeared to be much {((rerN lhan the IlId'f([l~w:',le, and 

from her heavy.fire if musqmfrJ/, I hdit'L'e ?l'lIS full if 
men. This .fire n(!s cOlllimred !I;!Iill the end of the ac
tion, ?l'illL great l'h'([fily, although she frequently defend, 
cd bolh si(!es if the ship at the sante lime. 

".I1s soon afJ n'e hfJ.d rEplaced sonte noc£;1Jsary rigging., 
und the -Amazon had reduced her sail, ne commenced a 
JJccond attack placing ourselves afler .~ome raking broad
sides upon each quarur; and this attack, often n'ithin 
pistol sMf, 1vas, by bolh ships, unremitted for about fit'l! 
Murs; we then sheered oil" to secure our masts. It 
7IJould be needless to relate to their lordships every effort 
that/VI' mcule in an allack that- commenced a quarter be
fore six P. N, and did not cease, <'Xceptiitg at interwltJ, 
(ill half JJ(wJ four /1.. Jll. 1 beUelie ten hOll.rs of m~e 
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deck, hut ""hat a sight! dead, and w{)unded, an!I 'Hh,"g,: 
intermingled in a state too sb'ockmg to describe: not:t
mast standing, a dreadful loom oT the land; and breakers 
all' aI'ound us. The InoefatigabJe,-on the starboard quat-· 
ter, appeared standing off, in a most· tremendous 1:l!!tri 
f!'Om the Penmark Rocks, which threatened [lei' within. 
stant destruction. To the great humanity of her com-' 
manrler, those few persons who survived the shipwreck;. 
are indebted for their lives, for had another broadside 
been fil'ed, the commanding situation of the Indefatiga': 
Lie must have swept off at least a thousand men . ...:...
On the stal'bourd side was seen the. Amazon, within-

" 

severe fat~l5ue was scar,cely €'1)er experimced; the sea was 
high; .the people on-the main deck up to their mUkllea. in 
the n·ater. Some guns broke theirbreeckings foor timea 
over, S01!W drew the ring-holts from tltesides, ami many 
0/ them were repeatedly drawn immediately after loading: 
eil OUT masts 1vere much woonded, the maintop-mo,st 
cOrY/plelely unrigged,. and sal'ea only by uncommon 
alacrity. 

" At Ghoui twenty minutes past .fo~, (ke moon opening 
rather brighter than bifore, shewed to Lieu[pnant (#!orge 
Bell, Tellu was tvatchfully looking out 01~ the forecastle, a 
glimpse ('j land; he had scarcely reac/wl me to repeat it, 
when n'e'saw the bn'akcra. We were then close under the 
enemy's starboard bow, and the /:lmazon as tlear her on, 
the larboard ; not an instant could be lost, and every lifo 
depf':fUUll upon fhe prompt execution cif my orders; and 
here it is, tvith llRarlfelt pleasure, I acl."nowletlge the full 
'taitlR cif 1'ny officer'S and ship's company, who, n";'lh in
credible alacrity, hauled the lacks on board, and made sail 
to lhe sou.lhward. The land C()uld not he ascertained, but 
1VC took it to he Ushant, and in the bay of Brest; crip
pled as rv~ were I had no particiddr fiars; mtl before iJiJ.y. 
m~ I;Igain S(,fW hl'eakers on the lee bow; tMship riJruin-. 
8tantly wore to tke northward; and heing satisfied tluit 
tllR Zan1 n'e had before seen was not Ushanl, th,e lingering 
approach qf day.llg~t n;ru most anxiQusly· looked for lfy , 
all, antI soan ofler It opened; seeing the klnd .very cJos~ 
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two miles, just struck on shore.-Our own fate drew 
near. 'l'lle ship struck and immediately sunk! Shrieks 
of borror. and dismay were heard from all quarters, 
while the merciless waves tore from the wreck many 
early victims. Day-light appearerl, and we beheld the 
shore lined with peol,le, who conld render us no assis
tance. At low water, rafts were cOll§tructed, and the 
boats were got in readiness to be hoisted out. The dusk 
arrived, and an awful night ensued. The dawn of the 
day brought with it still severer miseries than the first, 
for wants of nature could scarcely be endured any lon
ger, having been already near thirty hours without any 
means of subsistence, and no possibility of procuring 
them. At low water a small boat was hoisted out, and 
an English captain and eight sailors succeeded in getting 
to the shore.' Elated at the suecess of these men all 
thought their (leliverance at hand, and many launched 
out on their fUftS, hut, alas! death soon ended their 
hopes. 

ah,'({(l, we. again wore to the southrvard in twenty fathoms 
lVut?r, and aflw miuule8 afler discovered the enemy, wh() 
k:td so bravely diferuled herself, lying on h~r broad8ide, 
and a tremendous 81l1Y heating over her. The miserable 
foie of hel' bru/)(';, but unhappy ci'ew, was, perhaps, the 
more 8ilUxrely lamentp.d hy itS, from the apprehension of 
s11JTeri1Jg a similar misfortune. We passed her within a 
mile, in a very had condition, having at that time four 
flr.t .waler in the hold, a great sea, alld the wind /If wZ on 
the shore, bill we Iud ascertained, beyond a dozwi, our 
silwilir)]t to lhp Hodleme Bay, a.nd that our fate depended 
'bpon the J!:I~.\'i'''p chance of n'Prllhering the. Pemnark 
Rocks. Exlt'lusled as m, mere wilhfatigue every f-xcrtion 
was made, (l1/r! f:'crN inch of can1'fCS set that could he car
ried, ('nd rtt cleven .'1. JlT. we made the breakers, and, by 
the hles8ing oj' God, 1Vrathered fhe Pm11l'lrk Rm;k8 o1)out 
h(l~f a m.ilJ'. The .lmazoll had hau.led her nirullo the 
Nortli 11":0/ /VlI"ll 1'.'1' slood to lhe 1!,)lrfh'I"lrrl ; her corulilion, 
I [hi;l'~;, n"'8 heller [hun ours, and I knen' that her (lr:ii'vi
tyand ext:rl;On8 n'ercfully eqlwl to any that could be un-
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Anoth€'r night renewed our afflictions. The mOrning 
of the thi rd, fraugbt with still greater evils, appeared; 
our continued sufferings made us exert the last elf oFt, 
and we, English pl'isoner3, h'i€d every means to safe 
as many of our fellolV-cl'eatures as iay in otlr pOlVer. 
Larget' rafts were' constructed, and the largest boat was 
got over the side. The first consideration was to lay 
the sUI'viving wounded, the womeD, and helpless men 
in the boat, but tbe idea of equality, so fatally POl'rrut1-
gated among the French, fiestroYl::(1 aU su»ordinatiOll, 
and nearly one hundred and twenty having jumped into 
1hfboat, in defiance of their officers, they sunk ber. 
The ·most dreadful sea that I e-ver saw, seemed at that 
fatal moment to aggravate the calamity; notbing of 
the boat was seen for a quarter of an hour, when the 
bodies floated in all direGt'ions ; then appt:llretl, in all 
their horrors, the wreek, the shores, the dying, and the 
drowned! Indefati?"able in acts of humaninty, an ad· 
jutant general, Renier, launched himself into the sea, to 
obtain succours from the share, and perished in tbe 
attempt. 

dcr simila}' drclIInslances. Thejudgmenl milk whiM she 
1IJM manageil during su,ch a long action, and the gallant-
1y of Iter attacks, could not hut merit ihe highest commen
datian, and to the heart qf a frieuil it was pecu.Uarly 
gratijljing. I hat'e full m much rell.'Jon to speak highly 
qf my own officers and m.en, to r,;kom lowe infinite obli
gations. The lieutenailts Thmnpsoll, .;Vonvay, and Bell; 
iif'uienanis O'Col<lIer and ay:lsOIl, oj the marine; and 
.11r. Thompsan, the ma.sier, hat'e ahundlmt claillIY on my 
grrtfituliR, as m'll M et'ery infirior C!fficcr in the ship. The 
81!/firillfl:$ of the .'lllw-::on are IIlikllOll'l1 to me; and J wn 
siOlglllurl.1J hap}'y to say, that illy OU'II are inconsiderable. 
The .first liwlenfO,t, ft'Ir. Tk('III,'iSfJlI, a bral"P alZd Iwr

thy OffiC.(T, is th,~ olZlyone Qf !fwl do"srrijllion :wunded, 
wilh ti~hlr:(:n nl£il, trveb;~ of I/"l:i~h nlimher hare wounds 
r.if W) .I"':rious CDJI~p'7urna, cOIl/;istitljZ chiejly qf violent 
wntwinll.S from 8}!lllll u rs. J wn, ~·c. 

(Sio:;"eJ) EDWA.RD PELLEW." 
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Nearly one half of the people- had alrratly pei'i~:lc~~, 
when the horrors of the fuurLh night I'euer;etl all ou~ 
miseries. \V cak, distracted, and destitute of every, 
thing, we envied the fate of those whose lifeless cocpsn 
no longer wanted su~tenance. 'rile sense of hunger wa<; 
alreaily lost, but a parching thirst consumeu our vitaL". 

,Recourse was had to urine and salt water, which only 
increased our want; half a hogshead of vinegar imle"d 
floated up, of whL-h .l;1\(".h had half a wine glass; It 
afforded a momentary relier, yet soon len us a!;ain in tbe 
same state of dreadful thirst. Almost at,the last gasp, 
everyone was dying with misery, and the ship, now 
one third shattered away from the stern, scarcely' afford
ed a grasp to ho!d by, to the e:"!hauilted anJ helI':css sur
'vivIJrs. 

'rhe fourth day In'ought with it a more serene ~ky; and 
thp. sel. seemed to sub.;;id·!, but to beh~I(I, from fore to 
aft, the dying in aU directions, !'I'as a sit,;11l too shockillg 
fill' the feeljn[~ mind to endure. Almost lost to a SC:ise 
of h 1lm1l1Uy, we nf) longer looked with pity on t:!,lSO 

whom we considered ouL." as tile forerunners of our own 
speedy fate, lind a ccnsuitation took place, to sacl'i,~('e 
~ome one to be iOQtl for the remaint\er. 'rhe die I\'a~ 
l!uing to be ca~t, when tile welcome ,ight of a man of 
war ~)rig renewed O!'t" lJ0[les. A cutter spt'cdily ful!owvI, 
;Ind both anchored at a short distance fr~'rn the \I fed,;. 
'1'hry then s('nt their bL'at~ to us, and hy means of lar;e 
r:li':s, uhout one lll;ndl'e(l, out of foul' hundred, I' hn at
tel11ptc(1 it, we['e saved by the brig that c\'c!ling_ 'l'hrce 
hundred and eighty were left to endure (l!IGt:.Cl· IJi"ht'a 
misery, when, dreadful to relate, abo,-e Olle half were 
f!Jund del!! tl1(' next mornil1£;! 

I was s:tyod al,r;lll t. ',I o'cl,wl;: on the morn!!l,~ of the 
I Rth, with my two iJrol/;er or.ker~, tbe Captain of (he 
siJip, am! General Hl!lllbt~rt. TI.,'} L'cat.ed us \\'ith (!;reat 
humanity on board the cuttc-r, ~i,.ing us a little \rcuk 

, brandy and w;\~er every fi,e or ~i" mindks, and aner 
ti!at a ba~ol1 of gO()l\ soup. I fell on (!:e /Clcker ill a 
l:i'1/! fJf tr1!rJce foil' ne:,r ihid)' h()UI's, ilnll ",relied in Guch 
a (f,'!.,"!'ee as tOI'£qUil'" metlieal a:~! to !"I's:rJ;'C' my decayed 
rl·~'~\f;i.;=. HClyin; lvot al! r",~ h:I;;;:tgt', ',\",! were (ake;J \() 

Z 
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. Brest almost naked, where they gave us a roughllhift of 
clothes; and, in cllnseqneuce of our sufferings, and the 
belp we afforded in saving many lives, a cartel was fitted , 
out hy ord~r of the French government to send us home, 
without ransom or exchange., We .arrived at PlymoutIJ 
. on the 7th of March following. 

To that Providence, whose great workings I have 
experienced in this most awful trial of human a:ftlictiCDB, 

'be ev~r offered the tribute of my praise and thanks
'giving. 
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THE LOSS OF 

HIS :MAJESTY's SHIp· PHffiNIX, 

Off the Island of Cuba, in the Year 1780. 

lly Lieutenant .Ilrcher. 

THE Phamix, of 44 gun~, Captain Sir :ay~ 
Parker, was lost in a hurricane, off Cuba, in the year 
1780. Tbe same hurricane destroyed the Thunderer, 
74,; Btirling Castle, 64; La Blanche, 42; Laurel, 28; 
Andromeda, 28; Deal Castle, 24; Scarborough, 20; 
Beaver's Prize, 16; Barbadoes, 14; Came]eon, 14; 
Endeavour, 14; and Victor 10 guns. Lieutenant Ar
cher was first lieutenant of the .Phamix at the time she 
was lost. His narrative in a letter to his mother, con
tains a most correct and animated account of one of the 
most awful events in the service. It is so simple Rnd 
natural as to make the reader feel himself on board the 
Phrenix. Every circumstance is detailed with feeling, 
and powerful appeals are continually made to the 
heart. It must likewise afford considerahle pleasure to 
observe the devout spirit of a seaman frequently burst
ing forth, and imparting sublimity to the relation . 

.Ill Sea, June 30, 1780. 

IllY DEAREST MAUAM, 

I am now going to give l;"0u an account of our last 
cruise in the Phrenix; and must premise, that should 
any olle see it besides yourself, they must put this wo
!tructi0I1 OD. it-that it was originally intended for the 
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fyes of a mother, Rnt! a mother only-a~, up:m that 
~uilPo;;;ition, n:y feelings may be toJera(ed.Y(Ju will 
h'30 med witll a number of sea (p[lnS, which, if 
'!- on (bn't llncJers~alld, why, I r;annot help you, ?os 
r ::1(1 unable to give a sea d(;scription in any other 
wore/;;. 

'fo Mcgin thon :-On the 20 of August, 1780, we 
weh;hed Hml ~aiku for Pori Royal, bi)und for Pen~acola, 
having iII'o stJre·shil's m:der C')(1"O)' , aIHi to SI'€ safe 
i,l ; then ct'uise (lff the HavaJmah, lind in the !,ulf of 
r,IPl;i~!). for s:'{ '1>1':';,5. In a few dan; we made (hc 
".':r; sandy islam!s, that look ~'s if jJ;ey llae! just risrn out 
ni' the sea, or fallen from the sky; icllllbittd r.everthe
less, by opWa~(!3 of SOD E:lglish, who get (lieir bread 
hy catching turtles and p:Hro~s, nnd rllising vege(aules, 
which they exchange WHII .hirs tbal pass, for clothing 
ilud a few of the luxuries of life, as rum, &c. 

About the J itll we al'rivcd I't Pen5acola, withOllt ar.y 
tIling remnrkablc happening,. except our catching a vast 
q::~lltity of ti~lI, slut/'ks, d'Jlphins, and bonettos. On 
the 13th sailed singly, and on the 14th had a very heavy 
gHle of wind at north, right off the land, so that we S(1on 
left the E ... .-ce( place. Pensacola, a distance astern. We 
then iod.cd into the Havanm,h, saw 1\ number of ,hips 
tiler", and knowing that some of them were bound 
fOund the bay, Tl'e cruised in the track: a fortnight; 
however, passed, and lIat a single ~hip hove in sight to 
cheer our spirits. 'We th·u took a turn or two round 
the gulf, but not near enough to be i'i'cn from the shore. 
Vefa Cruz we expected , .... culd havc IlIade us happy, 
kit the same luck ~1:1l continued; Ilay fol\U\'\'ed day; 
on,l no sail. The dollar bag began to grow a little huiky, 
fur e7cry one had lost two or 'three limc!'!, find no one 
lIlIlI won: (this ',8S a small gambling pad)' ~I!tert'd 
into by Sir H) lIe and oUl'seln~;;; every (,ne put 1\ dollar 
Lito a j'''g, and fix cd on II day when ,,'c !?;\lOuld seC 
r.. s~iI, but no two persO/Js ,"ne tu name the ~ame 
(111)', and whoever guessed ric;U fir"l WflS tQ JUifC 

~hc burr·) 
lk:Il:!: nOlI" 1ired of 0l11' silllat:,m, and Alad (bc cruise 

';, a;, d~;!10~t out. fOe' we fOllnt! t;'€ llavigation very {lair 
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gerous, OWillg to unaccountable currents; so shaped 
our eourse for Cape All.ionlO, 'l'he next day the man 
at the mast head, at about one o'clock in the afternoon, 
called out: ., A sail upm the weather holY! Ha! Hn!" 
Mr, Spanial'd, I th[nk we have you at last. 'l'urn eut 
all hands! make sail! All hands give chace!" 'l'iJerc 
was scar.oely a!ly occasion for this order, for the sounu 
of a sail beil:o!; ill sight llew like \\'ildfil'e thl'ou~:h the ship, 
and every saH was set in an instant, almost before the 
orders were given, A lieutemmt at Ute mast head, 
with a spy glas3, "What is she 1" " A M'ge ship stud
ding- athwart right before the wind," P-o-r-t! Keep her 
away! set the studdin9 sails ready!" Up comes the 
little doctor, rubbing hiS hands; "lia! Ha! I have 
won the bag." "'The devil take you and the bag; look, 
what's ahead wil! fill all OUI' bags." :Mast-head again': 
" Two more sail on the larboard beam !" "Archer, g'o 
up -and see what you can make of them." "Upon de\.:k 
there; I see a whole fleet of twenty sail coming right 
before the wind." "Confounu the luck of it, this is 
some convoy or other, but we must try if we can pick 
some of them ouL" "Haul dowll the studrling·sails! 
Luff! bring her to the wind ! Le~ us see wIlat we can 
make of t.hem." 

About five we got pretty near them, and bud them 
to be twenty-six sail of Spanish m-erchantmen, untkl" 
convoy of three line of . Battle ships, one of which 
chased us; but when she found we were pJayi:lg \Iith 
her (for the old Phrenix had heels) she left chase, amI 
J)ined the convoy; which they urew up into a lump, 

. and placed themselves at the outside; but we still kellt 
smelling aoout till aner dark. 0, for tbe Hector, fhe 
Albil'lfl, and a Frigate, and we should take the whole 

'6eet and convoy, worth some millions! About ei~'ht 
o'clock perceived three sail at some distance from tIle 
fleet; dastlf'd in between them and gave chace, rnd 
were happy to find they s1eered from the fled. A1:>out 
twelve came up with a lal'ge ship of twenty. six gUIl~. 
"Archer, every man to his. quarters! run the lower· deck 
guns out, amI light the ship up': shew this fdhw our 
force; it may prevent his firinl; into us and L%n'" a map. 

y fl ~. 
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Cl' twO." N ~ sooner said tllan done. "Hun, the ship 
<:Ihoy! lowel' your sails, and bring to instantly, or I'll 

. fink you." Clatter, ebiter, wmt the blouks, and away 
flew all tnti:· sails in proper confusion. "Whaj ~bip is 
\:';:( 7" "'fhe Pdly." "I,\'hence camc you 1" "From 
.;ilI1iaic:l.." "\~There firc YOU b"und 7" "To Ntl\,
-r odc" "'Wbat sldp is that 1" "The Pbrnb.::." Huzza, 
Ihree limes by the I';hfl!e ~l!ip's company. An olu grum 
fdlowof a sailor sl,amlin!; ch~~e by JIlC : "0, d-n your 
:hl'cO cheers; ",-e tvok you h he something clsf'." VJ" 
ell exam;j:afion \1;:' found it to be as he reported, vnd
th<:t they had faUeffin \\'iLh the Spanish fled that I.10m
i.;g, aud I';('re chr.sed the ,'.'hole day, nnd that nothing 
~ar'.:d lh~m but om stC'ppir.g in bciween; fur the Sp8n
iards hok I'S fol' three consorts, anll the Polly tool, (he 
Phn:;nix 1;;1' a Spanish frigatf', WI \ve hailed them. The 
OtiJ£f ve:;:sels in COmpEl'ly ,ns likewise bound to N~w
York. Thus )'3.S I, from bdng worth tholisamls in ieca, 
reduced 10 the old 43. €u. per day IIgain; for the little 
tioetor rnade ~he most prize money of us all. that day, 
j-.y wilwing: lhe bag, which contained between SO nne! 40 
(]')ILtrs ; but this is nothing to what we slIilorssomcfirnes 
undergo. . 

After parting company, we steered R. S. E. to go round 
Antonio, and so to Jamaica (our cruise being out,) with,: 
our fingers in our mouth~, mal all of us as green flS you' 
please. It hnrrened to be my milldlc watch, ami abom: 
tlJrce o'clock, when the man upon the foreeastle ba\\b' 
ont, " Breakers ahead, and land upon the !eo bow ;'l I 
looked out, and it was so, sure ('noug-h. "Ready ahout! 
Imt fhe helm down! Helm a lee!" Sir Hyde hearing 
n1C rut the ship ahout, jumped upon deck. "ArcheI',. 
\~'hat's the matter'? you are putting the ship about with.
out my orders!" Sir, 'tis time to go aboEt; the ship_ 
is almost ashore, there is the land. "Good God, so it is ! 
,\ViIl the sbipstay 1·" Yes, Sir, I believe ~he Vlill, if W.2 
~].-'n't mal(e any confusion ishe is all aback-fofll'arrl' 
,10W? ",reH, (,;;ays he;) work the ship, I will not 

.I'pet:l, a sivgJe word." rrhe ship stflyed very well'. 
'1'hf'['1 hCIlY.e the Jead! ~('C ""llat water ,ye J,ave!
" 'I'hrce f"tho.\II." ~c('p th~ s}ip a'.·.·~y, W.N W-... 
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"By the fi1.U'k three." "This won't dc, Al<'Lcl'." No, 
~ir, wc huJ better haul morc to the noi'lhwanl ; \\"c came 
S. S. K and had bettcr steel' N. N. 'V. "Stead::, [tlid 
!\ qum't,T t.hret:." 'j'his may do, as we de('pen a Ettlo. 
"By the deep foUl'," V cry wi'll, my lad, heaye quick. 
"Five fathom." That"; a fine fellow 1 another calOt 
nimhly. "(~uartcr i~S3 eight." ']'hat will do, come, -\':e 
shall get dear by and bye. 'I fiIark under \\ aler th·c." 
\Vhat's that? "Only the fathom, bir"" 'l\i;'[l ;11I har.(~9 
lIP, Dring the sll_ip to an ,t])<:-t1O-r, boy! A!'c U:e anchors 
clear 1 "In 11 moment, si;',-All dea!'." 'Ybat wattT 
haye you in the chains now? "Eight, half l!inc." Keel' 
fast the anchors till I eall you. "Aye, aye, Sil', all [,:st." 
" I have no. gl'Ound with this line." How clany falhon::! 
h<lve you out 1 pUBS a long the (leer sea-Hne! .- AYf', 
aye, 8ir." Heave a\,;,ay, watch! waleh! bear away, 
Yeel' away. "No gountl, sh', wiih n hundred fathoTn." 
'l'hat's dever, come, Madame Phreuix, there i~ [,nother 
squeak ill you yet-all down but ttlc wakh; s{'cure lho 
al'l~hOl'8 again; he,n-e the maintop sail to the mast; (un; 
and bl'ing hel' to the wine! . 

I told YOil, :Madam, yeu should have n little sea·jflt·
gon: if you can understand half of ,,-hat is already gRid, . 
I wonder at it, though it is nothing to what is to come· 
yet, whl.'l1 the old hurricane begins. As snon as the ship 
was It little.1o rlg)lts, ~nd all quiet again, Sir Hyde Cll/ne 
to me in 1he most friendly manner, the felLI'S almost 
starting from his eyrs-" ArcheI', ,\'e lmght ull to be 
much obliged to you CDr the safely of the !'.hip, and per~ 
Imps of ourselves. I am particularly so , nothing but 
that instantaneous pres'\'mee of mind and calmness Eaved 
bel' ;' another !ihip's length and \Vc ~hou!d have been 
fast on shore; had you been the Iea~t diffitknt, or ma!le 
tile ;"ast confusi,on,eo all to make the sllip baulk in her 
stays, 5he must ha1rc belli inevitably, losU' Sir, you 
are very good·; but .I: have done nothmg that I 8uppme 
b.ny body else lvould not. have done, in the same situa
tUm.' I did pot-turn·llt! the hantls up, I, nowin.!!; the watch 
able t.:J work 'the ship ; besidN bd it spread imnledil\t.ely 
Wloat the stlip, ({Int $he was almost ashcr~, it might hln'c 
created ar,(H1!'ll;ion thut was bette{ avo;ded. "WTdl,",· 
~ays be, " '~;s well iudeell.'1 . . '. . 
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At d::\y-light we found that the current had set us be
tween the Colladora rocks and Oape Antollio, and. that 
we eouM not have got out any other way than we did; 
there was a chance, but P!'l)vidence, is the best pilot. 
We had sUIl-set that day twenty leagues to the S. E. of 
lOur reckoning by the current. 

After getting clear of this scrape, we thought ourselves 
fortunate, aud made sail fur Jamaica, but misfortune 
seemed to follow misfurtune. 'rIle next night, my 
watch upon deck too, we were overtaken by a squall, 
like a hurricane while it lasted; for though I saw it com
ing, and prepared [01' it, yet, when it took the ship, it 
roared, and laid her dOWl) so, that I thought she would 
never get up again. However, by keeping her away, 
and clueing up e,'ery thing, she righted. 'l'he remain
der r)f the night we had very heavy squalls, and in the 
mornin!l; founu the main-mast sprung half the way 
throu?;h: 123 leagues to the leeward of Jamaica, the 
hm'deane months coming on, the heau of the main-mast 
almost off, and at a shc)!-t allowance; well, we must 
make the best of it. 'l'he main-mast was well fished, 
but we were obliged to be very tender of carrying the 
sail. . 

Nothing remarkable happened for ten days afterwards, 
when we chased a Yankee Man of War for six hours, 
but could nol get near enough to her before it was darlC, 
to keep sight of her; so that ,'Ve lost her because unablE! 
tel carry any sail on the main-mast. Iu about twelve 
days more made the island of Jamaica,,,hftying weather
I8d all the squalls, and put into MOlltego Bay for water; 
80 that we had a strong party for kicking up a dust on 
shore, having found three men of war lying there. 
Dancing, &c. &c. till two o'clock every morning; little 
thilikingwhnt was to happen in fo.u1' day's time: fr.;· out 
of the four men of war that weretllere, not one was in 
being at the end of that time, and not a sou! alive nut 
those left of OUI' crew. Many of the houses where we 
had been so mc':'fY, were so completely destroyed, that 
!;earcely a veiltige l'em .. ,;r;r,,] to mark where they stood. 
'fhy wori{S are wonderful, 0 God I praised be thy holy 
rtame! 
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S.,ptemtJel' the 30th, weight-(f; bound for Port Royal, 
:rtmndthe eaSh\ari! of the island; the. Barbadocs and 
Victor had sailed the day before, and the Scarboroug!l 
was to sail the ne)i.t. Moderate weather until Odober 
the 2d. Spoke to (he Bal'bad()es olf Port Antonio ill the 
Evening. At eleven at night it began to £Duffie, with a 
monsit'ous heavy bill from the eastward. Clnse ft-efed 
the topsails. Sir Hyde sent for r-1e: "What 50ft of 
weather I,ave we, Archer!" It blows a little, and has a 
very ugly hok; if in any other quarter hut this, I Ehould 
!iay ,,-e were going to have a gale {'f wiLd. "Aye, it 
looks so ,'cry often hl're when there is no wind at all ; 
howe,-er, d:m't hoist the top-sails till it dears a lillie, 
there is no trusting any country." At (welve I was re
lieved; the weather had the same rough look: howevel'"; 
they made· sail npon her, but had a \"Cry dirty ·1 Ii !!:ht. 
At eight in Ihe mon!ing I came HI) .again, found it blow
ing- hard from the E. N. E. with close-reefed top-sails 
upon 1ha ship, and heavy squalls at time-so Sir Hyde 
c.ame upon deck: "1Ve!l, Archer, what do you think of 
it 1" 0, EliI', tis only _a touch of the limes, we shall 
have an obselTationat twel.e o'clod,; tile clouds are 
beginning to break; it will deal' up at Iloon, or else bId'", 
very bard afterwards. "I" ish it would clear up, but I 
<loMbt it much. I was oce€ in a hurricane in the East
Indies, amI the beginning of it had Dluch the same f1lt

pearnnce as iliis. So take ill the top-!>ails, "e 113ve 
plenty of sea-room." 

At twelve, the gale slil1 -increasing, wore sbip, to 
ke~p as Ileal' mi(l-clialJJ1cl, bdwetn Jamaica and Cuba, 
as possibi,'; Ilt one the gale ilHT{'a5ing still; at hl"9 
bard('r ! _Reefed the C-~;d'S(''', an(l furled them; brought 
to unuel' a roul m;zrn stay-sall, heall to tht, northwari. 
In the. eYlmiug no sign (.,f the weathel' taking off, but 
<,yery ll.[I!teal'alJi··; of the stolln increa$in!!, prcparn) fc)r 
a propei' gOlfe of wind; secured all the sails with sPar~ 
~askets; !!;ocd rolin.1!; tah.ks upon the yards; squared the 
hOOIns; sal>' the I)oals all m"d(' 1:1-t; new lashed the 
guns ; dnll~!e urc{'chd the lower Ill-d .. ;'1',,; saw that t.he· 
carp-enters had the tarr~ulins aul baLI ins all ready for 
liJ.tcliwa.'-f i Ge)t the top-gnJ!ar:.t lllllst Ut)WD ul)on the 
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deck; jib-boom and sprit-sail-yard fore and aft;· ill 
fact every thing we could think of to make a snu~ 
ship. 

The POOl' devils of hirds now began to find the ullroar 
iu the elements, for numbers, both of sea and land 
Idnds, came on board of us. I took notice of some, 
which happening to be to leeward, turned to windward, 
like a ship, tack and tack :' for they could not fly against 
it. When they came over the ship they dashed them
selves down upon the deck, without attempting to stir 
till picked up, and when let go again, they would not 
leave the ship, but endeavored to hide themselves from 
the wiiul. 

At eight o'clock a hurricane; tbe sea roaring, but the 
. wind still steady to a point; did not ship a spoonful of 

water. However, got the hatchways all secured, ex
pecting what would be the consequence, should the wind 
~hift; placed the carpenters by the main-mast, with 
broad axes, knowing, from experience, that at the lno
ment you may want to cut it away to save the ship, an 
axe may not be found. Went to supper: bread, cheese, 
antI porter. The purser frightened out of his wits about 
his hread bags; the two L1arine otlicers as white ~ 
slleets, !lot understanding the shill'S working so much, 
and the' noise of the lower deck guns; wbich, by this 
time, made a pretty screetching to the people not used 
to it; it seemed as if the whole ship's side was going at 
each roll. Wooden, OUl' carpentel', was all this time 
~moki"g his pipe and t:mghing at the doctor; tbe 
i!!Ct8lJd lietltenant upon deck, and the third in his ham
mock. 

At ten o'clock r thought to get a little sleep; came tQ 
]00k into my cot; it was full of water; for every seam, 
by the straining of the ship, had be:rull to leak. Stretch
ed myseif, theref..)re, lIpon deck 'betw~en two ches!£, 
,i,lld left orders to be called, should the least thing hap
pen. At twelve a midshipman came to me: , . .Mr. Ar-

"chel', n"e are just going to wear ship, Sir!" 0, very 
well, I'll be up dil'ectly; what sort .·f weather have nlU 

got 1 "It blows a hun·ieane."· "Went upon deck, f()~nd 
Sir Hyce there. "It bl?ws damn'd bard, Archer," It 
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does indeed,· Sir. "I don't know that I ever rem em
berits blowing so hard before, but the ship makes a 
very good weather of it upon this tack as she hows the 
sea; bot we must wear her, as the willd has shifted to 
the S. E. and we were drawing right upon Cuba; ~ 
do you go forward, and lIave some hands stand by; 
loose the lee yard-arm of the fore-sail, and when she is 
right before the wind, whip the clue-garnet close up, and 
roll up the sail." Sir! there is no canvas can stand 
against this a moment; if we attempt to loose hiDi he 
will fly into ribbands in an instant, and we may lose 
three or four of our people; she'll wear by manning the 
fore shrouds. "0, I don't think she will." I'll an
swer for it, Sir; I have seen it tried several times on 
the cQast of America with success. " Well, try it ; 
if she does not wear, we can only loose the fore-sail 
afterwards_" This was a great condescension from such 
a m'ln as Sir Hyde. However, by senmn/!: about two 
hundred people into the fore-rigging, after a hard strug
gle, she wore; fount! she tlid not make so good weather 
on this tack as on the other; for as th~ sea began to 
run across, she had not time to rise from one sea before 
another dashed against her. Began t9 think we should 
loose our masts, as the ship lay very'much alQug, by 
the pressure of the wind constantly upon the yards and 
masts alone: for the poor mizen-stay-sail had gone in 
shreds long before, .and the sails began to fly from the 
yards through the gaskets into coach whips. 1\'1y God! 
to think that the wind could have such force! 

Sir Hyde now sent me to see what was the matter be
tween decks, as there was a good deal of noisfi. As 
soon as I was below, one of the Marine officers callo 
out: "Good Gou! Mr. Archer, we are sinking, tile 
water is up to the bottom of m., cot." Pooh, pooh! 
as long as it is not over your mouth, you are well off; 
what the devil do you make this noise for? I found 
there was some water between decks, but nothing to be 
alarmed at: scutleu the deck, and it run into the well ; 
fonnd she made a good deal of water through the sides 
and decks; turned. the watch below to the pumps, 
though only two feet of water in the well; but expected 
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to be kept constantly at work now, as .the ship labored 
much, with scarcely a part of her above water but the 
quarter-deck, and that but seldom. Come, pump 
away, my !Joys. Carpcllt£'rs, get the weather chain
pump rigged. All ready, Sir. rl'hen man it, andlreep 
both pumps going. 

At two o'clock the chain pump was choked; set the 
CMpenters at work to clear it; the two head pumps at 
work upon dee!.: the ship g;liued upon us while our 
elwin·pumps were idle; in a tlUartcr of an hour they 
were at work ag&in, and we began to gain upou her. 
·While I was standing at the pumps, cheering the "eopk, 

_the carpmter's mate came. running to me with a face as 
long; as ·my arm: 0, Sir! thc ship has sprung a leak 
ill the gunner's room. Go, then, and tell thecal'penter 
to come to me, but. do rwt spcak a word to anyone. else . 
.l\k Goodiuoh, I am told thHe is a Jellk in the gunner's 
.foom; I?o and see what is the matter, but do notalarm 
.any body, and come amL make your report privately 
to me. In a 5!lOrt time he return.·£!; Sir,thereis noth
ing there, it is only the water washing up hetwCl'1l the 
timbe!';; that this booby has taken fi)r a leak. 0, 
very we!i; go upon deck and sec if y()U can keep 
anYQf the water from was!ling dJwn below. Sir, I 
have',Ji'ad four people constanUy keeping the hatchways 
secure, but there is such a weight of water up:)j1 the 
deck that nobody Clltl stand it when the ship rolls. 
'l'he gunner 800n aft.erwards came to me, saying, Mr. 
Archer, I :shoultl be glad if you n-:mld step thi" way into 
the magazine for a moment :-1 th'Ju'~ht some damned 
thing was the m<liter, amI ran d;recq~ . -'Veil, what i~ 
the matter here? He answered, the gi'ound tier of 
)J:)\\,!!ei' iii spoiled, and I want to shew yon that it is nJt 
out of c:\l'elessne:J:'. in me ill stowing jot, fur 110 pl)\vder in 
:lIe world couht he beHer stowed N ow, si~, what am I 
to ch 1 If you d,) nlt spl"ilk to Sir Hyde, he will be 
ang;ry w;th me. I c·)l!!d n·,t fa:·lJear smi'ill~ to ~ee h.)'.r 
ea5Y he t JOk the rliln'r;·~ of th~ ship, lind Zaid to him, 
Let us shake olf titis .gale of ,d~rl Iir&4 amI talk of !he 
damaged powder afterwards. 
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- ., At foul' 'we had -gaiDt'd up:m the shir a little, end I 
went upon deek, it being my watc.h. 'l'lle second ljeu
~enant relieved me st the pumps. "Vho can attempt to 
de~ribe the appearance of thing> upon deck 1 If I was 
~o wI1te for ever I could not give you an idea of it-a 
tGf.a1 darkness all above; the sea on fire, running as it. 
were in Alps, or Peaks of Teneritfe; (mountains are 
(00 common an idea;) the wind roaring louder than 
thunder, (absolutely no flight of imagination,) the whole 
l]lade more terrible, if possible, by a very uncommon 
l.ind of blue lightning; the poor ship very much pressed, 
yet doing what she eould, shaking'hel'sides, and groUil
i,~g at every stroke. Sir Hyde upon ,deck lashed t,) 
windward! I soon lashed myself alougdde of him, and 
toW him the situation of things below,sa),ing the ship 
did not make more- waler than mi~ht be expected in 
such weather, and that I WIIS only afraid of a gun break
ing loose. "I am not in the least ~fraitl of that; I have 
commanded her six years, and have had many a gale of 
wiol! in her; so that hel' iron work, which always gives 
way first is pretty well tried. Hold fast! that was an 
ugly sea; we must lower the yards, I beli~ve, Archer; 
the ship is much pressed." If we attempt it, Sir, we shall 
lose them, 101' a man aloft can dl) nothing; besides their 
being down would ease the, ship very little; the tl1.ain
ma,t is a SIll ung mast; I wish it was overboard without 
c.arrying any thing else along with it; but that ean soon 
be done, the gale cannot last for ever; 'twill soon be 
day-light now. f'l.Iund hy the master's watch that it 
was five o'clock, though bui a lictie after four by ours; 
glad it was so near day-light, and looked for it wHh 
nmch anxiety. Cuba, thou art mach in our way! An
olher ugly sea: sent a mit/shipman to bring nev .. s from 
the PUl1l!!>; tIle silip was gaining on them very mueh, 
for they had broken one of their chains, but it wns 
almost mended ag;ain. News fl·om the pump ngain_ 
" She stiJl gains! a heRVY Ice!" Backwater from Ice
waru, half-way Illl the quartel·-deck; tilled one of the 
cutters upon the boolns, and tore lIer all to pieces; rhe 
sbip \:;'ing almust ':Jll her bearHs enll, and not. attempli/-1!!; 
to right ugain. VV' Old fl"Om below iliat the ship stlll 

Aa 
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f~ained on them, as they could not stand tQ the pumpit, 
~he by so much along. I said to Sir Hyde: ']'his is 
no time, Sir, to think of saving the mast~, shall we cut 
the main· mast away? "Aye! as fast as yon can." I 
.accord:nl,ly went into the weather chains with a pole ax, 
to cut away the lanyanls ; the boatswain went to leeward, 
and the carpenters stood by the mast. We were all 
ready, when a very violent sea broke right on board of 
liS, carried every thing upon deck away, filleu the ship 
wHh water, the main and mizen-masts went, the ship 
righted, but was in .the last struggle of sinking UQ~ 
der us. 

As soon as we could shake our heads above water, 
Sir Hyde exclaimed: "We are gone, at last, Archer! 
foundered at sea !" Yes, Sir, farewell, and the Lord 
haye mercy upon us! I then turned about to look 
at the ship; ami thought she was struggling to get rid of 
some of the waler; bat all in vain, she WIIS almost full 
below. "Almighty God! i thank thee, that now I am 
leaving this world, which I have always considered aSl 
only a passage to a bdter, I die with a full hope of thy 
mercies through the merits of Jesus Christ, thy son, our 
Saviour !" 

I then felt sorry that I could swim, as by that means 
I might be a quarter of an hour longer dying than a man 
who could not, and it is impossible to divest ourselveii 
of a wish to preserve life. At the end of these reflec
tions I thought I heard the Ehip tbump and grinding 
under our feet.; it wm so. Bir, the ship is ashore! 
" 'Vhat do you say 1" 'I'be ship is ashore, and we 
may save ourselvt's y€t 1 By this time the quart('r~ 
deck wa~ full of men ,,;ho had come up from below; 
and the Lord have mercy upon us, flying about from aU 
;luartel's. The ship now made every body sensible that 
;,he was ashore, for every stroke threatened a total disso
lution of her whole frame; found she was !tern ashore, 
and the /.low broke the sea a good deal, though it was 
washing clean oyer at every stroke. Sir Hyde crie51. 
9Ut: "Keep to the quarter deck, my lads, W~D s~ 
goes to pieces it j~ youI' best el!anee!" Providenti&JJy got 
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(be foremast cut away, that she might not pay round 
broad-side,"" l.ost five men cutting away thc forema~f, 
by the breaking of a sea on bflftl'd just as the mast 
went. That was nothing; every one expected it would 
be his own fate· next; Iobl,eu for IlaY-break with the 
g;reatcst impatience. 'At hlst it eariic ; but what a scene 
did it shew us! 'I'he ship upon a bed of :0(::(" moun
tains of them on one side, and Cordilleras of ",'ater ott 
the other; our POOl' ship grinding and crying out at 
every stroke between them; going away by piecf'-meal. 
However, to shew the unaccountable workings of Provi:· 
dence, tbat which often appears to be the grcate"t evil, 
proves to be the greatest good' 'I'hat unmerciful 
sea liftlid and beat us up so high among. the rocks, 
that· at ht~t the shill scarcely moved-, She wa!] 
very strong, and did not go to pieces at the first 
thumping, though her decks tumbled in. We found 
artel'wards that she had beat over a ledge of rocks, 
almost a quarter of a mile in extent beyond us, wherC' 
if she had struck, every soul of us must have per
i,hcd, 

I now began to th:nk of getting on shore, so stripped 
off my coat and shoes for a swim, and looked ror a 
iine to cany the end with me, Luckily cov:d not find 
one, which gave me time for recollection: "'rhis won't 
e10 forme, 'to be the first man out of the ship, and fil'~t 
Ti{:utenant; we may get to England again, and people 
may think I paid a great deal of attention to myself, and 
did not care-for any body else, No, that won't do; in· 
stead· of being L'Ie first, I'll see every man, sick ar:d 
wt<lI, out of her before me." 
_ I now thought there was no pro-bability of the ship's 

soon going to pieces, therefore·' had not a . thought of 
instant death: took a look round with a kind of philo
sophic eye, to see how the same situation affected. 
my compimions, and was surprised to find the most 
swaggering, swearing bullies in fine weathel', now the 
most pitiful wretches on earth,'· when tJeath appeared bew 

fore them. However, two got safe; by which means, 
With aline, ·we got a hawser on shore, and made fa',f, 
to the rocl{s, ·upon which many ventured and arril'3(1 



Hlfe. There were ,!,ome sick and wounded 011 Loar!l, 
)11,0 could not avail themselves of this method; we 
therefore, got a spare top-sail-yard froin the (;hajr.~ 
;Jnd placed one eul ashore and the olher on tile 
,',abin window, so that most of the sick got ashorejhis 
'mly. 

As I had (}ctermined, so I was the I/lst man out of 
the ship; this was about ten o'tlock. The ![ale now be
~nn to break. Sir Hyue came to me, and taking me 
I>y the hand was so affected thnt he was scarcely allle to 
~p{'ak. "Arder, I am happy beyond eXpression, to 
1<ee you on the shore, out look at. our pOOl' Phcenix!" I 
1urnetl /lbout, but could not say a <;tDgle word, hei.lg 
laO full: my milJ-ti had been too inlemely occllpitd 
before; out evel'Y tlJing nnw rushed upon me at once, 
so that I could not oontain myself; and I indulged for a 
fuHquarter of an hour. 

By twelve it was prelty moderate; 'got some nails '()l1 

shore and made t€nts; fOlllId great qutlntities of fish 
driven up by the 'sea into holes of the rocks; knocked 
lip a fire, and had a most comfortable dinner. In the 
"fternoon made a stage from the cabin winuo'IVs to the 
rocks, and got out some providolls and water, lest the 
ship shoukl go to pipct's, ·in wlrioh ~ase we. must all han: 
perished of hunger and thirst; [0\" we were upon a des
olate part of the coast, and untler a rocky mountain, 
lllat could not Eupply us with a single drop of water. 

Slept comfortably Ods night, and the next day the idea 
of death vanishing by degree~, the prospect of being 
('II i30nel'S, during tiw waf, at the Havannah, and walking 
illiTe hundt'ed milt'S to it through the woods, was rather 
11l1pkoasant. However, to save life for the present, we 
• wployed this day in getting more provisions and water 
(ll\ shore, which was not an easy matter, Oil account of 
~e(ks, ~UllS, and rubbish, and ten feet water that lay 
It,'cr tbem. In the evening I [Jl'OflOsed to Sir Hyde to 
.cpdr the remains of the ollly boat left, and to venture 
;a her to Jamaica myself; and in case I arrived Eafe, to 
brill?; vessels io take them all off; a proposal worthy of 
(.on&ideration. It was next day agreed to; therefore got 
fhe cutter Oll s)]ore, am.! set the carpent.ers to work on 
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Mr; in t1l'0 days she was ready, and at four o'clock in 
the afternoon I emlJal'ke4 with four volunteers and let 

fortnight's provj~ion jhoisted English colors as we put 
oft" fl'om shore, ami received three cheers fl'Offi the latl!l 
left behind, and set sail with a light heart; having IlCJ~ 
·the least doubt, that, with God's assistance, we should 
come and bring them a:1I off. Had a very squally night, 
and a very leaky buat, so as to keep two bucl,cts con
stantly baling. Bteered her myself the whole night by 
the stars, and in the mornin.s saw the coast of Jalll:1.!u 
distant twelve leagues. At eight In.the evening arrive,; 
at Montego Bay. 

I mu~t now begin to leave off, 1'81'ticnhrly as I lw."'· 
-but half an hour to conclude; else my .pretty little :oJ",rt 
"letter will loose its passage, which I should not like, after 
being ten days, at different times, writing it, beating ui' 
with the convoy to the northward, which is a reason tlmt 
this epistle will never read well; for I never sat do\\'1.1 
with a proper dispositi()n to go on with it; but as I kile"" 
!Something 6f the kind would please you, I was resoh-cd 
to finish it ~ yet it niH not beat· an ovel'haul; so do tiC; 

-expose YOtif son's nOnsense. 
But to proceed-l instautly sent off an express to iii;) 

Admiral, another to the Porcupine man of war, and wen,t 
myself to Martha Bray to get vessels; for all their VI>

.sels here, as well as InaIlyof their houses, wcrc gone t-. 
,Moca. Got thJ:ee.small ~-essels, and set out hack again to 
Cuba, where I arrived the fourth day after leaving my 
cS,lmpanions. I thought the ship's crew would have de
~oured me on my landing; they presently whisked -m~ 
up on their shoulders and carried me to the tent where 
Sir Hyde was. 

I must omit manylittIe occurrences that bappened 0D 

shore, for want of time; but, shall have a number of 
stories to tell when I get alongside of you; amI the next 
time I visit you I sha.ll not be in such a hurry to quit you 
as I was the last, for then I boped my nest would have 
been pretty we!1 feathel'ed :-.But my tale is lorgottell_ 

I found the Porcupine had arrived that day, and tbe 
lads had built a boat almost ready for lnunchin~, that 
;:rQuld hold fifty of the~~, which \Vas intended for.anothc'l' 

Aa2 
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trial, in case I had foundered. Next day embarked aU 
our people that were left, amounting to two hundred ami 
tlfty; for some had died of their wounds they received 
in getting on ilhore; others of drinking rum, and others 
had straggled into the country. All our vessels were so 
full of people, that we could not take away the felf 
dothes that were saved' frOID thll wreck; hut that was a 
trifle since we had preserved our lives and liberty. To 
mal{e short of my story, we all arrived safe at Montego 
Bay, and shortly after at Port Royal, in the Janus, which 
was sent on purpose for us, and were all honorably ac
quitted for the loss of the ship. I was made admiral';l 
aid de camp, and a IiItle time afterwards sent down to 
8t. Juan as captain of the Resource, to bring what were 
left of the poor devils to Blue Fields, on the Musquito 
shore, and then to Jamaica, where they ~rrived after 
threll months absence, and without a prize, though I 
looked out hard off Porto Bello and Carthagena. found 
in my absence that I had been appointed captain of the 
Tobago, where I remain his Majesty's most true and 
t"jilifal servantl ~d my dear mother's most dutiful SOD. 

-ARCH}:R. . 



THE SlIl'F'l'.lUNGSI GJI' 

ROBERT SCOTNEY, 

&rond Male of 1M Brig Tho11'l43, Captain GardntTt 

who survived by himself Seventy-Five .cWi!J8 in a 

perfect Wreck, ~r& the year 1803 . 

. THE e:draordinary case of Robert Scotney, a 
native of f3palding, in Lincolnshire. was communicated 
as folloows, in a letter frOID Mr. Pa~lin, tlle fouf1b orocer 
of the ~qro'pe, to his fallier, ~ated, 

" Madr~ Romk, Sept. 8, 1803. 

" On the 29th June, about half past eight, A. M. we 
saw a smaIl boat on our starboard bow, which upon near
ing, we discovered to have only one sail set, and other
wise a perfect wreck. No (lne was observed to be on 
her deck, until, upon hailing her, a wretched object 
presented himself, apparently in a most distressed situ
ation, amI in the posture of imploring our assistance. 
A boat was immediately sent on board her, with Mr. 
Mackeson, the second officer, who returned with him, 
having sent the wreck adrift. 

" By the poor man's account, it seems he sailed from 
London as second mate of the brig Thomas, of London, 
l:oIDmanded by captain Gardner, belonging to Broderick, 
and Co. of Wapping, on the !l.th of March, ) 802, bound 
t6 the Southern O.ean,. on the whale-fishery. That, 
after touching at several places on their outward bound 
;voyage, they an-ived at !::!taten-lslan~, where they COD-
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iinued six (:lr seven months, and got IIbout seven or eight 
Dunclred skins. In the course of that time they rose 
llIpon her long,-boat, lengthelled aoo decked her, and 
converted her into a shallop, of which they gave him the 
,~ommand, and put three other seamen on board under 
,him, with orders to a.~omp,my the brig to the island of 
(ieorgia,situated in about IRtitude 54 deg. 30. min. S. 
long. ~o deg, 40 min. W.; where they WeI"e bound, to 
-procure seals and sea-elephants. 'I'hey.accordin!!ly left 
:Staten Island the end of January, in com~ny with the 
hl'il;, and after a passage of eleven (lays, arrived at the 
island of Georgia, where they remllined .bout twu 
months, and leff it in the beginning of April-their own 
amI another brig (the John, of Boston) in compaoy
~nd stood for the island of Tristan de Cunha, situated, 
by Dalrymple's charts, in lat. 37 deg_ 22 min. long. 13 
deg. 17 min. W. 

" On,the 14th of April tl1€y parted from thcir consort 
Bn a heavy gale of .wind. He lost his three hands, who 
.were washed o.vel'board by a tremendous sea, from 
which he himself .narrowly escaped, having a moment 
before gone below ..for a kRife to cut away some rigging. 
;At that time he had op board only three pounds and a 
lmlf of meat, three pounds of flour, six pounds of bread, 
and two hogsheads of water, which were allll1ol'e or lesS 
tlamaged by the gale; some whale-oil nmaining at the 
bottom of the casks, a smaU quantity ,ftf salt, and some 
tobacco. On this scanty pittance, 3.1I'ct ~itbout aDY 
means of dre~sing even that, 11e prolonged his existence 
for the surprising period of Se\'enty-Fivetlays ! 

" He likewise emptied a medicine· chest he had Oll 

~oard, and got out of it some burning mediciLes, which 
he found made his body a little comfortable amI warm, 
as he never had his clothes olf. He was almost con.
fltantiy wet. 

" WheD we fell in with him he was shaping his course 
fol' the Cape of Goou H.)pe, having missed the island of 
Tristan de Cunha, to which it was his intention b have 
procecIleu for the purpose of rejoining his consort, 
whom he expecte(] to have found there. His debility 

·,WilS" Iiowevel't so great, that he had been for se;veral 
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days previous im'Apalrlc of gOlng into the hoM of his 
ve5~el for wtwt little ~usl('n!lnce then rf·mained, or of 
shifting his helm should a change of "inti have happened. 

" He then lived mostly OR tolmcco, which he took an 
amaziug quantity of; .'8ml when he (arne on board, both 
his cheeks were swelle(1 out amazing:ly with the minous 
quantity he had in his nlOuth, aIH} which he seemed to 
suck with convulsive ag.oIlY. 

"The 'appearance of this poor wretch, when he WitS 

h'auled up the-side (for he could 110t walk,) deeply affect
ed every onp.: he ha(\ entirely lost the use of his ex
tremities-his countellane-e was pallid and emaciated, 
ami it was the opinkm of our ~~J'ge().n tllat he could not 
have prolonged his existence tN{) de.ys longer. 

" It is not necessary to enlarge upon the thankfulnet!s 
of the poor fellow for his preservation, or that he ex~e
rienced every possible aEsistance which his situation 
.required, and which, I make no doubt, you will hear 
with pleasure, proved successful." 

Fllrther confirmations of this account were receivcd 
by Messrs. Peter and William :MeIlish, on the lOth of 
March, 18011., from Captain Gilson, of their ship Eu
rope, on his voyage to Madras. Another letter from 
Mr. Pattison I!;al"e nearly the same .stateu;.ent as ahovi"., 
~iUl the adeition df what Is truly (:haractel'istic of Brit
ish sf'aml'n, that the sailors of the Europe raised a purse 
(or Ulf~ pOQr fellow of one hundred and fifteenguinOOi!. 



OF EPHRAIM HOW, 

Of New-Ilaven, 1vho sel sail for B08irm an a amall';· 

Ketch, 1vhich on its return was wrecl,;~i neat 

Cape Sable, ill the Year U(6. 

ON the 25th of August, 1676, Mr. Ephraim 
How, of New-Haven, in New-England, with his tWit 
eldest sons; one Mr_ Augur; Caleb Jone!', son to Mr. 
William Jones, one of the magistrates of New-Haven; 
Rnd a boy; six persons in all; set sail from New
Haven for Boston, in a small ketch, of about seven
teen tons. 

Having despatched his btlsiness there, he sane<! for 
New Haven on the 10th of September, buLwas forcetl 
back to Boston bv contraly winds, Here Mr, How WIliI 

seized with a violent -flux, which continued nearl.,'l' 
month; many being at that time sick, and some dying 
of the same. 

Being in some degree restored to health, he again 
sailed fl'Om Boston, October 10. They went with ,'a 
wind as far as Cape Cod: but on a sudden the weather 
became very tempestuous, so that they could not pass' 
the Cape, but were driven off to sea, where they were 
in great uanger, experiencing terrible storms, with out
rageous winds an<1 seas. 

His eldest son fell sick and died about the 21st; soon 
after his other son was taken ill and died also. This 
was a bitter cup to the poor father, for these youths 
Were hiS only assi~tance in working the vessel. Soon 
ofter Caleb Jones died, so that half the 'company wer(', 
now na'tllOl'e. 
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l\Ir. How continued in a very sickly and weak state,' 
yet was necessitated .to stand ~t the helm twenty~rour 
and thil'ty-!;ix hOIlTS together. During this time the sea 
wa~ so boisterous as frequently to break over the vessel, 
amI if he had not been lashed fast he must have been 
washed overboard. In this extremity, he WIIS at a loss 
in his own thoughts, whether he should persist in elldeaY"
oring to· make for the New-England shor-e, or bear away 
for the Southern Islands. ,Upon his proposing the ques
tion to 1\Ir .. AQgur, they determined, according to the 
custom '(}f so~ne in those times, to decide this difficult 
case liy cas!.ing· loIs. -Ther did 80, and it fell upon 
N.ew· England. . ~ 

Neady about the 7th of November they lod their 
rudder, so that now their only dependance was upon 
Pr.widence. In .this.deplor~ble state they drove up and 
down for a fortnight longer. During the last six weeks, 
Hie poor infirm 1\1 ... How was hardly ever dry, nor 
bad he the benefit of warm food above thrice or there
shouts. 
. At length, about the 21st of November, early in the 
morning, Hie vessel was driven «n the tailings of a ledge 
of rocks, where the sea broke ,'k.lently. Looking out, 
they saw a dismal rocky island to the leeward, upon 
wl~ich, if Providence had not by the breakers giveD 
them timt>ly warnin~, they had been dashed to pieces .. 
'I:hey immeuiatdy let go an anchor, and got out the 
bO'at, and tl1esea became calm. The boat Ilroving leaky, 
and they beiug in great tel:ror they took but little out of 
ttie ketch, but got on shore as they could. 

Here they could tliscover neither man nor beast. It 
Wj\!) a small; rocky, desolate island, lIear Cape Sable, 
the f!:outhc\"D ('xtrerllity of Nova-Scotia. 'I'hey now 
appeared to be in g;-.eat danger of being starved to death, 
bu~ the ~lorlU returniug, beat so violently upon the ves
sel, as it still lay at anchor, that it was stove to pieces, 
amI sN{'ral things floated to the shore. 

rl'he following arlie\( s w()re aU they hnd towarlls their 
flttuTe support :-A C3 ~k of gunpowder, which receiyed 
JIO rbmage from the water; a I .. a'rrd of wine; half a 
barrel of molasses; aUll several useful articles ~\'fIll"rls 
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building a tent: all the above drifted from the wreek; 
besides which they had, fire arms and shol; a pot f.)r 
boiling; and most probably other things not mentioned 
in the narrative. 
, 'rheir tent was soon erected, for the cold was now 

~ttillg severe, but new and great distre~ses attended them, 
r.lr though they had arms and ammunition, thel'e were 
seldom any fowls to be seen, except crows, ravens, and 
sea-gulls. 'l'hese were so few, that they coul.d seldom 
shoot more than one at a time. Many times half a 
fowl, with the liquor it was boilf'd in, served for a meal 
for all three, Once they lived five days without any sus
h,nance, but did not feel themselves pinched with hun
gel' as at other times; which they esteemed a special 
favor of heaven unto them. 

When they had lived in this miserable condition 
fweh-e weeks, Mr. How's dear friend aFid companion, 
Mr. Augur, died, about the middle of February, 1677; 
so that he had none left to converse with but the lad, 
who likewise departed on the 2d of April. 

Mr. How was now the sole inhabitant of this desolate 
,,!)ot during April, May, and June, !lHd saw fishing ves
'-('I~, every now and then, sailing by j some of which 
came evell nearer to the island than that which at last 
took him off. He used all the mealls in his pmn'r to 
make them acquainted with his distress; but they either 
,j~d not see him, or were afraid to approach close to the 
i'ilaIlG, lest some of those Inuians should be quartered 
there, who were at that time .0 hostility ae;ainst the 
English, viz. the North-Enst JDlIi:ln~, ",h,., ht-td out after 
tllP. -death of the famous Philip, i,iug of the ,\~ ompanags, 

At length a vessel heloll:!iu2; to Salem, in New-Eng
lantl, providentially paf's.d by, and Sf"'jOg this pIJor fd
low, they sent their boat on shore, and tock him al\'lIy. 
He had been on this island more than Sf'n'll months, and 
ab()ve a quart~'r of a year Ily himself. On the 18ih of 
July he arrived at Salem. and at Id"! returned h his 
[,'mily at N ew-H."~·(''1. Thf',r r..r tweh-c 111(;nths 1:;\11 f'Up
rlosed hil~l 11"I'd: by " .. li:dl it aLcars bp did not get 
home till the eud of AllgU,.;, u!' ,;nln'i1s la!cr. 
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Loas OF IUS 

IHAJESTY's SHIP LA TRIBUNE, 

Off Halifax, (Nova Scalia,) November, 1797. 

LA Tribune was one of the finest frigates ill 
his Majesty's navy, mounted 44 gun~, and had recently 
been taken from the French by Captain 'Williams in the 
Unicorn frigate. She was commanued by Capt. S. Bar
ker, antI on the 2~d of Septemoer, 1797, sailed from 
'l'orbay as convoy to the Quebec and Newfoundtand 
fleets. In latitude 49 ueg. 14 min. longitude 17 <leg. 
22 min. she fell in and spoke with his Majesty's ship Ex
periment, from Halifax; and lost siglit of all her con
voy on the lOth of October, in latitude 74 <leg. 16 min. 
longitude 32 <leg. 11 min. 

About eight o'clock in the mornin'g of the following 
'I'hUl'sday they came in sight of the harbor of Halifax, 
and approached it very fast, with an E. S. E. wind, when 
Captain Barker proposed to the master to lay the ship to, 
Hll they could procure a pilot. 'l'he master replied, 
tllat he had beat a 44 gun ship into the lUll'uor, that he 
had frequently been thel'e, and there was no occasion 
for a pilot, as the wind was fovorable. Confilling in 
these I!.5surances, Captain Barker went into his cabir ... 
v. here he I'm» employed in arranging sOllie papers which 
he intended to take on ~hol'e will} him. In the wean 
time the mastel', placing great dependance on the judg.· 
ment of a negro, named Joha Cosey, who had forme;-· 
ly belonged to Halifax, took upon himself the pilotage 
of the ship. ~y twelve o'clock the ship had approach
ed SJ near til:; 'l'hrum Cal) 811oa13 that the master ue-

Eo. 
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('ame uiar;11('t1, and sent for MI'. Galvill, master's mate. 
,I'!:I) was sick below. On his coming upon deck, he 
heard U!C lHan in the chains sing out, " oy the mark 
j},e!" the h::,ck mlln fvrwu;-d at the same time crying, 
" steady!" Galvin got on one of the carronades to 00-
Bei'Ve the si!1l::ttion of the ship; the muster I'an, in great 
Hgi!ation, to the "'hcel, and took it from the man \\'ho 
was steering, ,riUl the intention of \H'aring the ship; 
hut hefore illis could be effe.cted, or Galvin was able to 
glve an vpidon, she siruck. Captain Barker immelli
ately .)Yent on deck and reproached the master with hav
i:1g losl: the ship. Seeing Galvin likewise on deck, he 
ntl(b~s~cd :him, and said, " that, knowing he had for
me;'!Y sailed out of the harhour, he was surprised he 
~.oul,l stanel hy alJd see thc ·master run the ship on 
shorc;" to which Galvin replied, " that he hao. not been 
0;1 ded;: IOD2; enough to give an opinion." 

Sigl.als of disil'ess were inslandy made, Rnd answer
q] by the militaJ'Y posf:s ano !'flips in the harbor, from 
",hi:;1, [13 well as ilw dock-yard, boats immediately [lut 
off io the reiit-J' of the Tribune, '.i'hc milital'Y boats, 
and nne of Ihose from the dock YCln!, wilh 1\11'. Rack
urn, hoals\\';1in of file O;'.Jloary, reaehed H;e ship, 'but 
the wind "'as so much r.gainst the others, that, iII !'pite 
of aU GJeir exertions, t:ley wel'e unable to get on board. 
'I'he ship w'ns imhfeeliately lightened hy thro"'ing over
hoard all her guns, exeepting one retained for ~;~naJs, 
anel every other heavy artide,' so t!lat ahout half past 
"ight o'clock ilf ii.(' evening the ship began to heave, 
:'ImI at' nine got off the Ehools. She Ilad lost her welder 
llbout 1hree hours 1c[,]l'e, ant! it was DOW found, on ex
amination, that she 11?d seven feet waier in her h'lld, 
The ehain pumps were immf:dialely manned, r.-nd suth 
exertions were made, ilmi they seemed to gain (;n the 
leaks. By the advice of Mr. RatklllJ1, the Cnpta!1I or
dered the best bower anehor to be let go, but (his did 
Dot bring her up. He then r.:'dereu tIle cable 10 Le 
cut; ami the p) a'nd fore top-llIast siay,s:lil were hoj,kd 
to steer by. Durin:: this illk!'val a violent gulp, \\ hidl 
had corne on at S. E. kept inerea"jllg', and eHrfyillg the 
:iliip to the wesiern shore. '1'i:e UDall bo,rer-ullchor was 
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soon after)Vards Jet ~O : at which time they found tltel1l
selv.es in thirteen fathom wa\~I') and the mizen-mil~t ,,-a,, 
then cut away. 

H was now ten o'clock, and as th~ wa~er gained f:l,t 
upon them, the crew had but little hope left of 5avill~ 
either the ship or their liv.>s_ At this c.ritical peril1ll 
Lieutenant CampbcIl quitted the ship, and Lieutenant 
North was tal!:en into the boat out of one of the pOt'l5. 
Prom the moment at which the formel' left the ws,,<'! all 
hopes of safety had vanished; the ship was sinking fast, 
the storr.:! was increasing wilh redoubled "iolence, and 
the rod.y shore which they were aprroacl:jn~, resoulld
ing with the tremendous lIoise of the rolling bii!OI,;S, 
presented nothing to those wllQ might sun'i .. e the lo~s 
of the ship but the expectation of a more painful death, 
by being da,hed against pl'edpices, which, eycn in the 
calmest (hv, it is impossible to usc:~nd. Dunlap, one 
of the survivol's, declared, that about half pm,t ten, ·as 
nearly as he could conjecture, one of the men who had 
be~n helow, came to IJim 011 the forecastIt', m,d told 
him it \\';;5 all over. A few minutes afterwards the shit) 
took a Itl~ch, like a boat nearly filled with watcl' anfl 
going down; on which DUiJI:lp immcrliatdy hr~l:n h 
ascend the fore-shrouds, and at the sa,llC wOllJ('nt C(1st
in~ his eyes towards the quarter deck, r,e saw Caph:n 

_Bilr!<er stamling by the ganglVay, ::nd looking illt!) tr.e 
water, and directly afterward!' he heard him call ('or tL~ 
j<llly-boat. lIt' then saw the Iie!ltenant of maril,es ·run
ning towurd" the tafl'rel, to look, as he supposed, f.:,' 
the jolly-~oat, which had been previously let do" II 1\'itll 
. men in IH~r; but the ship instantly took a second Im'c!l 
nnd sunl{ to the bottom, aner which neither the captain 
PO,l' lI:1y of the others offir,ers were again seen. 

'.rhe scene, before sumcicntly distressing, now became 
peculiarly awful. l\1Qre than 240 men, besides sev('l'(I! 
women and children, were floating on the wayes, mak
ing the last effort to prcserye lift'_ Dunlap, who has 
been already mentioned, gained the fore-top_ Mr. Gal
vin, the master's mate, "'Hit fncl'edible difficulty, got 
into the main top. He \Va.., below when the ship sunk, 
directillg the men at the chain-pump, but was wusbcd 
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up the hatchway, thrown into the waist, anll from t!J(~nee 
into the watel', and his feet, as he pJnn~ed, strut"k 
ag;ainst a rock, On ascending he swam to gain tile 
Iltain-shrou,ds, whelJ three men suddenly seized hold of 
h:Ill,' He now gave I:imself up for lost; but to Ilisen
gage himself from them he made a di\'e into the wuter, 
'which caused them to quit their grasp, On rising again 
he swam to the shrouds, amI ha\'ing I'eaehed the main 
bp, seated himself on an arm chest which was lashed to 
th", ma~t. 

From the observations of Galvin in the main top, and 
Dunlap in the fore-lop, it appears that nearly one hun
uled persons were hauging a considerable time. to the 
5hrouds, the tops, and other parts of the wreck. From 
the length nf the night, and the severity of the storID, 
nature, however, oecame exhausted, anll during the 
wh(}le night Ihey 1.ept dropping off and disappearing. 
'l'he cries and groans of the unhappy suffe.'ers, from 
the hl'uises many of them had receiveo, and their hopes 
of tl"liveran(:c beginning to fail, were continued through 
the night; but as mr)rning approached, in consequence 
of the few who then survived, they occame extremely 
feehle. 

About tW'elve o'clock the main,mast gave way; at 
that time there were on the main-top anll shrouds about 
forty persons. By the fall of the mast the whole of 
'hese unhappy wretches were again plunged into the wa
ter, and ten only regained the top, which rested on the 
main yard, and the wh:,le remained fast to the ship by 
~ollle of the rigging, Of the ten who thus reached the 
tn[l, four only were alive when morning appeared. Ten 
Wl're at that time alive on the fore-top, but three were so 
t'xhallstetl, and so helpless, that they 'n~re washed 
away before any relief al'fivct\ ; three others perished, 
and thus only four were, at last, left alive on the 
fure-t()p. 

The place where tbe ship wpnt down was barely 
three times her length to the southward of the entrance 
into Herring Cove. The inhahitants came down in the 
Ilight to tile point opposite to which the ship sunk, kep( 
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up Iargedires, and were so neal' as to c.onverse \yith the 
people on the wreck. 

'I'he first exertion that was made for their relief ""as 
by a boy thirteen ~al"s olrl, from He:Ting CovC', who 
ventured off in a sllIall skiff by himself about eleHn 
o'clock the next day. 'I'his youth, with gr£Ht labor and 
extreme risk to himself, boldly approachcrl the wreck, 
and backed in his litttlt- boat so neal' to the fore-top as 
to take off two of the men, for the boat could not wi!:l 
safety hold any more. And here a tl'ait of generous 
magnanimity was exhibited, wl1ich ollght not to pHoS 
unnoticed. Dunlap and another man, namt-Ii Monro, 
had, throughout this disastrous night, pn'serH'(l their 
streng;th and spirits in a greater degree than their ullf'Jr
tlinate companions, whom thef endeavored to cheer 
and encourage when they found their spirits sinking_ 
Upon the arrival of the boat these two might have step
ped into it, and thus have terminated their own suffer
ings; for their two compani~ms, though alive, were 
UMble to stir; they lay exhaust('(l on the top, wi~hing 
not to be disturbed, and seemed desirous to perish in 
that situation. 'I'hese generous fellows hesitated not a 
moment to remain themselves on the wreck, and to 
save their unfortunate companions against theil' will. 
They lifted them up, and with the greatest exertion 
placed them in the little skiff; the wwnly boy rowed 
them triumphantly to the Cove, and immediately had 
them c(jnveyed to a comfortable habitation. After sham
ing, by his exam[lle, oliler persons, who h:!u laqrer 
boats, he again put off with his skiff, but with all his 
efforts he could not then approach the wreck, His ex
ample, however, was soon followed by four of the 
crew who had escaped in the Tribune's jnlly-boat, and 
by some of the boats in the Cove, With their joint ex
ertions the eight men were preserved, allli these, with 
the fOllr who had saved themselves in .he jolly-boat, 
were the whole of the surviv:ors of this fine ship's com
pany. 

A circumstance occurred, in whic.h that cool thollght
. Jessness of danger, which so often distipguishes the 
E.ritisb tars~ was displayed in such a striking manner, 

Bb2 
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that it would be inexcusable to omit it. Daniell\Ionro, 
as we have already seen, had gained the fore-top. He 
sl1l!deuly disappeared, and it was concluded he had 
been washed away like many others. After being ab
sent from the top about two hours, he, to the surprise 
of Dunlap, who was likewise on the fore-top, raised his 
head through the luhber-hole. Dunlap inquiring where 
11e had been, he told him he had been cruizing for a 
better birth; that after swimming about the wrick a 
considerable time, he had returned to the fore-shrouds, 
and crawling in on the cat-harpins, had actually been 
sleeping there more than an hour, and appeared greatly 
refreshed. ' 
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THE SHIPWRECK 01' 

GAPTAIN GEORGE ROBERTS, 

In hi8 Pas8age from Virginia to the COa8t 01 GI/ine., 
in the Year 1721. 

NUMEROUS are the disasters to which mari
lIers are exposed, and the fortitude with which many or 
them have undergone the most mournful reverses of 
fortune, teaches an useful lesson of patience or resig
nation, and shews what man is capable of acting or suf
fering. 

Captain Roberts, who had been bred to the sea, iJ;l 
the year 1721 entered into & contract, with several mer
chants of London, to sail to Virginia, and there to load 
with a cargo for the Guinea trade. Having purchased 
slaves to the. amouRt of his investments, he was to pro
ee~d with them either to Barbadoes or Virginia, as he 
found most likely to be. conducive to the interest of his 
employers; and having disposed of his live freight, he 
was to l<Jad with the produce of the' country, for the 
London market This was a complex and tedious eR
terprise, and fortune forbade that it should be more thail 
partially accomplished. Captain Roberts fndeed reached 
Vire;inia, and purchased a sloop and suitable cargo, with 
which he steered towards the Cape de Verd 'slands ; b~t 
here caJamities and distress overtook him. 

Near 81. N'chols, one of those islands, he fell into the 
hands of pirates, \l'h ... finding him a lDan of spirit an~ 
intrepidity, anxious'y strove 10 unite him in the same 
~efarious confederacy. 'l'hese attempts he steadily re-
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sis ted ; but his unhappy situation rendered it necess3"Y 
to eonform more than he seems to have done with their 
hUlIJors and prejudiees. One of the commanders 
among the pilUt,~s treated him with lJIueh indulgtllce, 
probably from a wish to draw him into his lure. By the 
interest of this pcr';')n be was to be allowed to go on 
board his own sitip, and to he supplied with sOIlle ne
cessaries; but, unfortunately refusing to drink the Pre
tender's health, which sUl'ely I1JUst Lave .been a very 
venial offence, clrcumE;hmcI·d as he was, one of the 
piratical captains threatened i.) shoot him through the 
head ; and aftpr haviug iHJ;,ulinl him in the most inhu
man manner, barua:'oilsly f(\rt.:l'oI him on board his own 
"esse I at mill night, without (w>visions, waler, or sails, 
and with only two boys to assist in the navigation. one 
of whom was Hot more than eight years of age. He 
was not even allowed ~ li!;!;ht, and his ship being leaky, 
darkness was doubly horrible 

'I'hat men of the most abandoned characters should sf! 
far forget what humanity is due to their fellow mtn, a~ 
to expose anyone to almost certain destruction, merf'ly 
on account of a foolish toast. llllly excite the astonish
ment of the reflecting j nor, perhaps, shall we wonder 
~uch less at the romantic resotutlon or Captain Roberts, 
who braved death rather than submit to an insignificant 
form. Sullen obstinacy it; sometimes dignified with the 
title of heroic constancy, and many have been esteem
ed martyrs in a good cause, who only fell sacrifices to. 
ilieir own pervers.e dispositions, or unsul/mitting temrer~. 
We wish to establish the distinction between e~scntials 
an.l forms; between volunlary and cOlllpulsive deeds. 
No external compliances can change the mind: Religion 
and Loyalty, enthroned in Jhebeart, may defy the ma
lice of man. 

Thus abandoned to his fate, and with a mind compose.d 
and resigned. Captain Roberts fir~t set about pumping 
his vessel, by the assistance of the elder boy. Having 
pretty well gained on the water, day·li!!;ht appeared, when 
be saw the full extent of his miserable situation. The 
lInfeelifig wretches who tUl'lled him adrift, had left him 
eClU'cely any thing to support life. On rummaging th~ 
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vei;:sel, he found only a few crumbs of bread, (en gallons 
of rum, a little ricer antI some flour, with two gallons of 
water. 

With much labor he patched up a kind of sail in three 
days time, during which space himself and his two youth
ful companions fed on raw flour and ril'(', drinldng noth· 
ing but rum. But the heat of the climate and the fa
tigues to which they were exposed, rendering this kind 
of food unwholesome, they made cakes of dough \1 ith 
the little water they had lei't; but this operation exhaust
ing their stock, they soon felt the extremes of drought, 
whkh sp:rits cO'uJ not assuage. 

Provid-ence now favored them with a plentiful shCjA'Ver 
of raiD, lvith which they quenched their thirst, aDd saved 
about a gallon over. 

Small as their stock of provisions was, they hu~band
ed it with so much care, that wilh the addition of a shark 
whif:h they caught, it lasted them for three "eel,s. 
When famine began to stare them in the face, tht:y had 
the good fortune to (liscol'er the Isle of St. Anthony; 
but before they could reach the laOfling-place, darknf'si! 
set in, and they determil1ed to wait in anxicus expecta
tion of the day. Thirst, however, was so pressing, that 
the elder en)' solicitNI permission to go on shore for a 
little water in a slllall boat, and to return directly. 

No sooner was he !!:oue, than Captain: Roberts, WO:'ll 

out wilh fatigue, was Inken ill, and retiring to his cahin, 
ins"nsibly d~cpjle(l asleep At millnight he waked, and 
mnning on deck, to his exlreme distress, found the ship 
almoE>t out of ~i!!ht flf lallt!. Astonished and afflicte!) at 
this misfOl"iune, C he be~an to lose all hopes of recovering 
the shore without tile assistance of his companion; and 
to ag'~I'ay::te his misery, the ship was making water very 
fast, ami the ~nchor was out, lvhieh he had Dot strength 
to haul up. 

'I'he dlmger of sinking being most imminent, he ap
plied himself to the pump, and in a few hours Buehd it 
dry. His nextiabor was to heave the anchor on board; 
and in thb, too, he succeeded beyond his first hopes. 
Parched with thirst, and without it drop of water, he 
now endellvored to regain t~e i!land, and at last. C;?5\ a.
ehor in a sandy bay. 
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The same evening 5nrne negroes came (0 his assistance', 
iringing with them a very seasonable supply of water. 
This raised his dl'Ooping spirits; and by tl:(, help of these 
paor peoplf', who had been engageli by the boy on srn:'~, 
he attempted to steer the ship intQ the port of Parra:;hesi. 
In the night, the main·sail split, which. so dUll ntt·d the 
!"If';,:roes, that they ins/:lI1t1y took to their boat, leaving 
lUI'. Robel"tsin a more forlorn situation tllan ever. 

Next day, while he was exerting himself to steer the 
vessel to lanel; he beard the voices of some people ill 
the lnhl, and found three of the negroes, \,lio had been 
left dead drunk by their companions, frvln applying them
se;t;es too freely to the rum, and were now ju,t recover
in:!; their senses. 'l'hese people giving themselves up for 
lo~t, when they fliseoverf'd theil' situation, at lirst would 
lend him no a:,~islunce; but on r.t little ref1eetioll, a~d 
fiHding C:.'y were near St John's, they be~;jCl to labor 
for their preservation. One of them pretenued I.) Imow 
the tlarlJor; but when he approached the shore, he was 
ll[[('rl.!" at a loss, ali~! insisted on running the vessel on 
the rocks. 

III this dilemma Captain Roberts threatened to flespa[eh 
the first pCf30n I',l,r) ~l](,;ild attempt this (ll'sperate deetl, 
on whie:' the pretended pilot If'ared overb'Jard mHI swam 
to bl/d. ~:.)on after the C"ptiiin haule(t in Sf) close t,} 
Pun to de Sal, that he could almost leap on shor(~, and in 
thi" situation the other negroc:l le.ft him. 

'1'hat n:ght several of the natives made their app";)I'
an,'e on the f •• eks, and next morning swam to the shi)', 
congratulated Captain Rc;ber!s on his arrival, anti olTered 
him any assistance in their power, if he woult! g:) on 
shore. Unfortunately};e C-()1Jld not swim, all!1 fo,!" the 
prf'sent was obli':,etl to remain on board: but ihe naiiy('s 
J~1aUe his situat:oll more cOldurtable, by bl'illging him 
fish aml oiher prO\~isions. 

TIll' 5IIcceedir.~ d:lY the weather looked threatening'. 
nn.uMr. Hc·herts was juslly afr.,id !if hein:2; driven out to 
sea. 'rhe neg;rot·s kiud!y. interestef\ thel;~:,e\\'€S in his 
presel'\'ation, am) aftC'r trying in vain to fllsten a rope to 
the. roek", olTered tft s\\'irn .... ith him and hi, boy to land. 
Um..-illing, howevC"r,' to quit the ship "hile a hope rer 
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maiIied of saving her, he resolved to persevere; but th~ 
next'day, in spite of illl his efforts,. the storm drove hef 
on the rocks, which pierced her bottom. The water 
now rising rapidly, the affrighted negroesleft him; hut 
as· sooli as the storm abated, .tliey returned and swam 
olio with the boy. The Captain now consented to leave 
the vessel, when two of them taking him by the arms, 
bid him be of good courage, for Bt. Anthony would pro
tect him. However, they had not proceeded half way, 
when a surge parted one of his assistants, and had not a 
third instantly supplied his place, this unhappy man must 
have been lost. At last he reached the land, and soon 
saw his vessel part asunder, while the natives employed 
thf·mselvcs in swimming backwards and forwards to the 
wreck, tv save what articles they could. 

Thus was the captain hapily rescued from a boisterous 
sea, and the attentions of the natives were exerted to 
dis~iphte 1'.11 refip.ctiolls .on his still distressf~1 situation. 
Tllf'Y made a fire to warm him and dry his clothes, 
and expressed their admiration ·of his fortitude and per
seyel·&nee. 

The 1'-~;vcrn~r., too,bearing of his misfortune, sent 
·t.lle most iJumane offers of a8~istancc; and he was now 
well supplied witll milk amI fmit. But with foIl the alle
viations of In::nmuiiy, not only the perils he had just 
escaped, but his present situation'filled him with awe and 
apl)~e!le!1sion. He was now fixed on a shelf of rocks, un
der the' covert of others which impended Q.ver his head. 
'l'hese ros~to an amazing height; End it was not with
out great di:Hlger that ihe friendly natives, d(,sc6nded~uch 
fri.;btflll prf'cipices to his assistance, which it was impos
@.ihle for lim to climb; lind as he could not swim, as 
they lIid, to a landil!g-place, his immediate prospects 
were t.hose Oldy of prolonged misery. 

In tllis phce 1\Il-. RoJ)erts and his boy had continued 
CO!' several dilYS, still dsited oy the natives, who exert
ell themselves with illcrc~sillg hene'l'oleneo to relieve 
him. Among: thfJSC WllO unW c;lmeoff to him, was a 
mnn, who, to l:i.' sllrp~ise, a(if"'es~cd llim.in English. On 

. illqui!'~' ""de tuirl hring Um hore, he raid his name 
was Fr;;Ii'kli !, that he was a llati'i:e of ~VaIes, and after 
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having been sOIDe time detained by pirates, laad fOUDd 
means to escape and to reach thig island. 

'rhe conversation of Franldin gave Captain Roberts 
much consolatiOn; antI he indulged the hopes of havin~ 
the only boat belonging to the island sent round to tak~ 
him off; but. as it did not arrive at the expected time, 
he became impatient, and resolved to attempt to climb 
the rocks, by the assistance of the friendly natives. 

With extreme difficulty he ascefided half-way up the 
first rock, some hundred feet, when looking down, his 
head grew giddy with the horrid view, and, had he not 
been supported, he must have been dashed to pieces, 
by falling to the bottom. At last he reached the first 
landing p1ace : from thence he proceeded about three 
quarter5 of a wile in a narrow path, open towards the 
sea, and sometimes found it so contracted as barely to 
allow him footing. His guides, Iiowever, assisted him 
with poles over the mo~t diffil:ulty places; but at last 
they came to an ascent almost perpendicular, when two 
of the negroes striking a crag, to try if it was fixed, a 
huge fragment tumbled over them, and from the noise 
it raised, Roberts expected that the cliffs above would 
instantly fall upon them, and involve them in undistin
guished ruin. 

'Vhen this alarm was ovel', they concerted measllres 
for farther operations; and finding it impossible for Rob
erts to climb the remaining space, his guides deslOended 
with him in an oblique direction, to the bottom, with
out any accident. '1'he fatigue he had under~one threlf 
him into a fever, which lasted near a month; Lut still 
he had the happiness to experience the Ullweal ied aSHi
duities of the natives; and on his recovery found the 
boat ready to receive him, when he departed and safely 
reached the harbor. 

Unable. to walk or support himself, he "as fastened 
upon the go,ernor's horse, amI in that Rtatc conducted 
to his house, This gentleman, in a lIlanuer hOllfJrable 
to his fcel'nzs, sympathized with Captain RolJert's dis
t;-I'Cses, and after some time, he was ill'.itcd to take nJ' 
his rt;sid:~ncc wi:h the s.on of a former govcrllor, who 
receiyd him with til') pl~asUle of a friend. ]\1eanl\'";!;~ 
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the natives continued their attentiGns, and daily supplied 
him with variGus presents. As SGGn as RGberts was 
able to' walk, abread,he retumed the visits Gf thGse 
kind people, and amused himself in joining their hunt
ing parties. 'l'hat . the breed Gf wild guats may nGt be 
destroyed, nO' one is allowed to' hunt withGut the gGvern
or's cGnsent, and this is oneGf the principal pl'ivileges 
be enjGYs. . 

With the mildest -dispositiGn and most benevolent in
tentions, tbe natives appeared to' be the most ignGrant 
and superstitiollS. They had a negro [)riest who Gfficiated 
among them, but his learning and understanding were 
nearly on a level with thGse of his flock. 

8t. John's island, where Captain RGberts landell, is 
situated in 15 deg. 25 min. north latitude, and is very 
high and rocky. It produces amazing quantities of salt
petre in several natural ('itverns, where it bangs like 
itlicles, or forms a crust like hoar frost. 

By the favor of the governO'r, Captain RO'berts set 
about building a boat to carry him thence, and having 
snvetl several of the materials from the vessel which 
was wreckell, the business was carried on with spirit. 
'l'he illea of visiting his native land, inspired RO'berts 
with resolutiO'n to per~evere in this arduous undertaking, 
and his operations were well secollded by the friendship 
arid attachment of the islanders. It is impossible to dO' 
adequate justice to' their general conduct and zealous 
good services in favO'r of the English; and thO'ug;h ship
wreck, in such a situation, where he wa;: cut O'ff frum all 
hopes of delivernnce, except by his own endeavO'rs, 
must have been painful enough; yet it appears that he 
oould Dot have been more fO'rtunate than in falling into 
the bands O'f such a gentle race of men. 

'I'he boat being: cO'mpleted in the be~t manner that cil'
cumstances would aHow of, and supplied with an ade
quate stock of provisions', Captain Roberts devoted a 
few days to' make hili thankful acknowledgrp~lItll to the 
natives, who desired no other reward but hL favorable 
rep(.Jft of them to his counh'ymen; aud baving takell his 
leave, he embarked, with his boy, two negro mariner's, 
\,"DO belonged to St. Nicholas, and three of these id<U1-

Cc 
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ders ; Franklin choosing to remain in his present sitUa
tion. 

'The evening after they sailed, they came to 8t. Phil-
11;)s, and landing next morning were courteously receiv
eu. Here they fell in with a person who had the titl~ of 
Proanador of SL Johns, and who wanled to go to that 
island. The boat bting found inconvenient for a voyage 
of any length, this ~entleman proposed to Captain Rob
erts to return with him to 8t. Johns, and to carry with 
him some artificers, who would soon equip his little ves
sel in a more commodious manner. 'This offer was very 
grateful, and as several o~her perElJllS wished to visit that 
island, Captain Roberts accommouated them with a pas
s~ge, for which he received an adequate recompense. 

'The same day that .they weighed from 8t. Phillips 
1h4'Y reached St. Johns, to the great satisfaction of all 
the passengers and crew, some of whom being unac-· 
cllstomed to nautical expeditions, plumed themselves 
not a little on the voyage they had made. 

The natives shewed our countrymen the same humane 
and friendly attention as before; and by the assistance 
.)f the carpenters they had brought from' 8t. Phillips, the 
boat was much improved antI better adopted for any na
vigation. 

Having carried back the artificers, Captain Roberts 
;;ailed for 8t. Jago, and continued trading for some time 
among tile different islands, carrying proyisions to Mayo, 
and loading back with salt; till at length, being at St. 
Nicholas, his boat was staved to pieCt:s on the rocks, 
while himself and CI"ew were on shore. The inhabitants; 
however, as at St. Johns, gave him the most convincing 
pru(i)fs of their beneficence, and purchased the fragments 
of his boat for tweh'e dollars. 

Once more reduced to the necessity of attempting· 
some new expedient, .or of remaining WHere he was, 
the prospects of our author began to brighten before he 
coulil com~ to any resolution of his own. An English 
vessel arrived, commanded by Captain Harfoot, who 
intended to trade :1mong those islands for clothes, :lUll 

then to proceed to Barbculoes. 'This officer finding Cap
t&i.a R(ljerts likely to promote the ohjects of commerce 
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he had in view, made overtures to him for entering into 
the scheme; a proposal which was gladly accepted by 
the Captain. 

They visited Bona Vista, 1\:Iayo, and St. Jago. In 
the harbor of Port Praya, in the latter island, they found 
an English ship from Guill{~a, freighted by the Portuguese 
merchants. She had losfthe greatest part of her crew, 
and having a voyage still to perform, her captain was 
anxious t-o engage the services of Roberts ; and the 
hope of finding his way to England much earlier than hol'l 
could otherwise have done, prevailed on him to detach 
himself from Captain Harfoot, and to embrace the pres
ent offer. 

Having embarked In this ship, they had scarcely left 
st. Jago, when the most dangerous leaks were discover
ed, and astbe trade winds- would not permit tbem to re
turn to the Cape de Verd Islands, they had no alterna
tive but to bear away for Barbadoes, which island they 
reached on Christmas-day, ]724. 

At tbis place the ship was completely repaired, and 
after a stay of three months in that island, they again di
rected their coarse to Lisbon, where Captain RobertS 
eagerly seized the first opportunity of obtaining a passage 
to London, which he reached in June, 1725, after an 
uniform series of distresses and disappointments, duling 
a period of four years. 

Our author gives a gener.al description of the Cape de 
Verd Islan~ds, whicb might probably have contained 
some novelty at the period he wrote, but at this timt) it 
could afford little amusement to our readers. 

Capijlin Roberts appears to hay, been a man of forti
tude and probity; but he is no farther known than as he 
delineates himself in the unfortunate adventures froUl 
which we pave compile 61 this, account. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE 1.088 OF THE 

EARL OF ABERGA VENNY, EAST-INDIAl\Ir\~, 

Captain JoTm Wads1Vorth, which drove on the ShamM"'~1 

'lff the Bill of Portland; and sunk iI' twelve 
falhorn8 'Water, February 5, 1805. 

THE universal concern occasioned by tbe recent 
loss of the EIlPI of Abergavenny, has induced us to lay 
before our readers an accurate statement of this mdan
choly disaster, chiefly collected from the accounts whiCh 
were given at the IllIlia,House, by Cornet Burgoyne, of" 
llis majesty's 8th regiment of light dragoons, who had 
the command of the troops on board the above vessel, 
and by the fourth officer of the ship, (who were among 
the few who fortunate"y escaped from the wreck,) amI 
from the best information afterwards received. 

On Friday, February the 1st, the Earl of Abergaven
'ly, East· Indiaman, Cl.1ptain Wadsworth, sailed from 
Portsmouth, in company with the Royal George, Henry 
~\'l(ling;ton, "rexford, an:} Bombay Castle, ullder con
voy of his lUlljesty's sh,p Weymouth, Captain Draper. 

'The Earl of Aaerf,' rcnny was engaged in the compa
'1) service for six voyage~, antI this was the fourth 0» 

which she was proceeding. 
,{er ccmpany comioted of 

;';pamt'n, &c. 160 
TrOLl'S, King's and Company's 159 
P,tc5engeJ's at the Captain's table 40 
Ditt~, at the Thirtll\Iate's 11 
ChillC~@ 32 

Tvtal 402 
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In going through the Needles, they unfortunately sepa
rated from the convoy. 'rhe fleet, in consequence, .Iay 
to nearly the whole of the next day; but seeing nothing 
of the Weymouth, proceeded under -moderate sail to
wards the next port, in hopes of being joined by the 
convoy, On the 5th, the convoy not appearing, it was 
deemed expedient to wait her arri~.'ll in Portland Roads, 
particularly as the wind had become rather unfavorable, 
baving shifted several points from the N. E. Captain 
Clarke, of the Wexford, being senior commander, and 
consequently' commodore, made the signal for those 
ships that had. taken'Pilots on board, to run into the 
Roads. 

'l'he Earl of Abergavenny having at about half past 
three, P; M. got a pilot on board, bore up for Portlaml 
Roads with a steady windj when on a sudden the wind 
slackened, and the tide setjing in fast, drove herrapidIy 
on the Shambles. The nearer she approached, the less 
she was under· management; and' being at last tatalty 

'ungovernable, was driven furiously on the rocks, oft' 
the Bill· of, PortlMd, abou~ two miles from the shore. 
She remained'on. the rocks nearly an ·hour, beating in
cessantly. with;great violence, the shooks being so gl'eat, 
that the officers and mcn could scarcely keep their foot
ing on the deck. At 4, P. M,. the,shocks.became le!'s 
violent; and'in about a qual-ter of an hour she cleared 
the rocks. 'l'he sails were immediately set, with an in
tention to run for the first port, as the ship made much 
water; but the leak increased so fast that the ship woulll 
not obey thp, helm. In this situation, it was considered 
necessary to fire signal guns of distress, Twenty were 
fired: the danger did not, however, appear. to those on 
board sufficient to render it necessary for the. ships boats 
to be hoisted out at· this moment, as the weather was 
moderate, and the ship in sight of the fleet and shore. 

The leak' increased fast upon the PUL"PS st five, P. ]\oJ. 
Soon after striking, the hand pumps started above six 
inche~, and shortly after the w~ter increased from six to 
eight feet in spite of every exertion at the pumps, All , 
emleavors to keep the water under were found in vldn, 
8.ll9 night ,-setting in rendered the situation of a!1 ~n., 

C c2. 
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bo:ml melancholy in the extreme: the more so, as it 
wa, then ascertained that the ship had received considet'
alJle damage ill her bottom, immediately under the 
plHi1pS. All hands took their turn at the pumps, alter
mtely baling at the fore hatchway. At eight o'clock 
t:.cil· situation beCal:lC still more dJ'e~,tlful, when it was 
(mod impo~sible to .. wc the ship, which was eventually 
";!lkin~ fast, and settling into the water. Signal guns 
we I'e again discharged incessantly. 'I'he purser, with 
the third ofiicer, Mr. "\Vadsworth, and six seamen, were 
sent on shore, in one of the ship's boats, to give notice 
to the inhabitan1s of the distressed state of the ship and 
ere'.\'. At this time a pilot boat came off, and Mr. EvaJl8, 
with his daughtcr, Mr. Routledge, Mr. Taylor, a cadet, 
and Miss Jackson, passengers, embarked for the shore, 
notwithstanding a dreadful sea, which threatened them 
with almost instant loss. 

For a few moments the g@neral attention of the crew 
was diverted in observing the boots leave the ship; but 
these unfortunate people were soon reminded of their 
own approaching fate, by a heavy swell, which baffled 
almost every attempt to keep the ship above water. 
Every one seemed assured of his fate, and notwithstand
ing the unremitting attention of the officers, confusion 
commenced on board, as soon as it was given out that 
the ship was sinking. At 10, P. M. several sailors intreat
ed tc be allowed more liquor, which being refused, they 
attacked the spirit· room, but were repulsed by the offi
cers, who never once lost sight of their character, or 
that dignity so necessal'Y to be preserved on such an 
oecJ.Sion, but continued to conlluet themselves with the 
utmost fortitude till the last. One of the officers, who 
lVas stationed at the door of the spirit·room, with a braee 
of pi8tols to guard against surprise in so critical a mo
ment, at which post he remained even while the ship 
lVas sinking, was much importuned by a sailor, while 
lhe water poured in on all sides, to grant him some 
liquor. The man said he \Vas convinced" it would be 
all one with them in an h,mr hence" 'I'he officer, how
ever, tJ:ue to his h'ust in this perilous moment, had 
courage enough to repulse the man, and bid him go. to 
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bis duty ,with his fellow comrades, observing, " that if it 
was God's will they should perish, they should die Uk~ 
nlen." 

At half past ten the water had got above the orlop
-deck, in spite of the endeavors of the officers and crew 
who behaved in the most~ool and exemplary manner. 
All on board were now anxiously lookilJg out for boats 
from the shore, many wishing they had taken refuge in 
those that had already left the ship, as their destruction 
on board appeared inevitable. The utmost exertions 

,became necessary to keep the ship above water till the 
'boats came off from the shore. Unfortunately in the 
,.general distress and agony of the moment, the ship's 
rboats were not hoisted out, when every soul on board 
. might possibly have been saved. At elpven o'clock, a 
'fatal swell gal'e the ship a sudden shock: she gave a 
surge, and sunk almost instant.,neously, two miles from 
Weymoutlr beach; with scarce five minutes warning, 
she went down by the head in twelve fathom water, 
>after a heavy heel, when she righted and sunk with her 
masts and rigging standing. MaRY clung to loose spars, 
and floated about the wreck, but th,e majority took refuge 
in the shrouds. 'I'he severe shock of the ship going 
down, made several let go their hold, whilst others, by 
the velocity of the ship's decent, had not power to climb 
sufficiently fast to keep above the water. The Balse
well East-Indiaman was wrecked within a few miles from 
,this spot.-Seep_ 214. 

When the hull of the ship touched the ground, about 
one hundred and eighty persons were supposed to be in 
the tops and rigging: their situation was beyond all des
cription wretched: the yards only were above water, 
and the sea was breaking over them, in the dead of a 
cold and frosty night. In about half an hour their spi1'
its were revived, by the sound of several boais beating 
against the waves at a short distance; but, alllS ! bow 
vain their hopes, when on hailing the boats, not one of 
them eame to their assistance. '1'he' sound of them 
dietl aWIlY, and they were again left to the mercy of the 
rude waves By twelve o'clock their numbers had 
UI1(cb. d(lcreased ; ,the sweUh~d swept some ott, whilst 



320 LOSS OF THE ABERGAVENNY. 

others were, from the piercing cold, unable longer to re
tain their hold. Every moment they perceived some 
fl'iend floating around them, for a while, then sinking 
into the abyss to rise no more. 

About this time a sloop was discovered; she had for
tunately heard the signal guns, and came to an anchor 
close by the ship. 'rhe weather was moderate, and 
those who had survived were now promised a speedy 
delivery. The sloop's boat was immediately manned, 
Ilnt1 proceedeu to the rigging that remained· above water, 
when every person was taken off; 'rhe boat returned 
three times, taking twenty each return. Nothing-could 
be more correct than the COluiuct of the crew on this 
occasion: they coolly got into the boat, one by one 
and those (,nly as thl'y were named by their officers. 
When it was supposeu that every one was brought olf, 
and the boat was about to depart for the last time, a 
person was observed in one of the tops: he was hailed 
to but did not answer. Mr. Gilpin, the fourth officer, 
(whose extraoruinary exertions on this occasion, as well 
as throughout the whole of this. unfortunate affair, enti
tle him to the hjghest commendation,) returned to the 
wreck, and ·there found· a man in an inanimate state, 
exhausted from the severe cold. He most humanely 
brought him down on his back, and took him to the 
boat; the man proved to be serjeant Heart of the 22d 
regiment. Every possible care was taken of him, but 
to nr) effect: he died about twelve hours after he had 
landed. The;;i1lOp having now, as was supposed, taken 
on board all the survivors of the ship, returned to W fy
mouth. She hadnot, however, proceedetl far, before.it 
was perceived that Mr. Baggot j the chief. officer, was 
dose astern. The sloop immediately lay to for him; 
but this noble spirited young man, although certain 8f 
securin~ his own life, disre.gartled his safety, on perceiv
ing Mrs Blair, an unfortunate fellow passenger, fioatiug 
at some distance from him. He succecued ,incoming 
up with her, and stl . .;tained her above water, whUe he 
swam towards the !lloop; but just as he was on the 
point uf reaching it, a swell callle on, and his strcn!!;th 
teingJ'Jtally ex.'J.llusted,. he su.ulullId Dever l'use ilg~ 
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The unfortunate i\'1rs. :B1air-sunk after him, lind this gen
erous youth thus perished in vain. It was nearly two 
o'clock before she weighed anchor from the wreok, hilt 
the wind 'being favorable she soon reached the port. 
On mustering thOl!e who had landed, it appeared that 
only] 55 persons had reached the shere out of 402 who 
had embarked! 

The greatest 'attention was paid to the unfortunate suf
ferers by the mayor and aldermen, as well as the princi
pal inhabitants of Weymouth: and tilt' purser was im
mediately dispatched to the India·House with the me
lancholy -intelligence. 

At -day·light, February the 6th, the top-masts of the 
sbipwere seen from Weymouth. During the time the 
.passengers and crew remained in the tops she appeared 
to have sunk eight feet, and was considerably lower in the 
,morning; it was therefore conjectured, that she had sunk 
on a mud-bank. The Greyhound cutter was imm!'diate
Iy stationed to guard the wreck, and the boats from the 
Rover succeeded in stripping the masts of the rigging. 
On the 7th her decks had not seen blown up, and she 
appeared to remain in exactly the same state in which 
she had sunk. Her sinking so steadily is attribuh>t1 to 
the great weight of ber cargo, her floorings consisting 
chiefly of earthen-ware. 'I'he cargo of the ship was es
timated at 200,0001. hesides which she had on board 
dollars to the amonnt of 275,000 ouncts, and is suppos
ed to have been one of the richest ships that ever sttiled 
for India. She was of the largest tonnage, and inferior 
only to the Ganges in the service, being at least 1500 
tons burthell, and built for the China trade., 

About 1i0 officers and seamen were "aved, ] 1 passt'Q
gel'S, ) 5 Chinese, five out of 32 cadets, and 45 recruits. 
The captain was drowned. He was nephew to Cap
tain Wadswol'th, who formerly commanded the Earl of 
Ab(,l'gavenny, and was considered one of the first na,-iga
tors in the st'l'vice. He was on his third voyage as captain, 
and painful to relate, perised with his ship, disdahring 
to survive the loss of so valuable a charge: his conduct, 
throughout the distressing scene, has been spoken of in 
terms of the hj~e!t. praise. It is tID extraordinary fact, 
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that he felt such an unaccountable depression of spirits, 
. that he could not be persuaded to go thrnugh the usual 
ceremony of taking leave of the Court of Directors on the 

. day appointed; and it was not till the Wednesday fol
lowing, which was specially fixed for that purpose, that 
he yielded to the wishes of his friends, and reluctantly 
attended the Court! He was a man of remarkable mild 
mannel's: his conduct was, in every instance, so 
well tempered, that he was known, among his ship
mates, by the title of "the Philosopher." As soon as 
the ship was going down, Mr. Baggot, the chief officer, 
went on the quarter· deck, amI told him, " that all exer
tions were now in vain; the snip was rapidly einking." 
Captain W adsworih, who, no doubt, expected it, stead
fa,t1y looked him in the face, and, at last, with every 
appearance of a heart broken man, faintly answered: 
" Let her go! God's will be done." These were the 
last words he uUered-from that instant he was motion
less. In a few moments the shil) sunk, and many who 
were climbing; the shrouds endeavored to save him, but 
without success. In this endeavor Mr. Gilpin was fore
most, and made several unsuccessful attempts, at the 
evident risk of his own life. 

From a London Paper if May 4, ] 806, we extract t~ 

follo-rving.-Am. Edition. 

" By a letter recei~ed this day, it appears that 27 
chests of specie were lande~ at Weymouth on 'l'burs
day, from the wreck of the Abergavenny East-India
man." 



THE LOS-S 

OF THE CORBIN, 

C()1fl,manded by Francis Pirard De Laval, on the 

Maldivia Islancl8. 

_ N 0 sooner was the ,way opened to the East, 
-than the ditrerent natioJils of Europe were emulous to 
signalize themselves by pursuing the same course, and 
anxious to participa~e in the commercial -advantages it 
disclosed. _ Th~merchant~ of 8t. Malo, in France, 
for spirit and opulence -seemed early to have been dis
tidguished above the- rest of their countrymen: they fit
ted out two vessels for the Ea~t-India trade, the Crois
-sant of 300, and theCo-rbinof 200 tons burden. On 
-board the latter was FI'ances Pirard de Laval, whose 
misfortunes and remarks furnish the materials of the fol
lowing pages. 
~he~e ships left-St. Malo on the 18th -of May, 1601, 

and"llrocceded with favorable gales to Anabon, on the 
coast of Africa, where they took in water and fruit. 
-From thence they steered -for 8t. Helena, where the 
crf:WS refreshed, and in a shOrt time recovered from the 
attaclis 'of the scurvy, which had began to sp!'ead its 
f~jWlucnce among tJtem. 

Having doubled the Cape of Good Hope, they refit~ 
ted in 8t. Augustin's- B!ly, in the Island of Madagascar; 
and from thence tailed for the Comoro Isles, where 
they made some stay, highly del~hted with the beau
ty and fertility of the place. 

Fortune had so favored them, thllt they had reached 
Dearly the end of their voyage without any cross acci-
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dent or remarkable occurrence. At last, in lat. 5 north, 
they found themselves entangled among shelves; and 
attempting to pass them, the Corbin, which sailed con
siderably ahead, thrice struck on a rock on the coast of 
the Maldives ; and being out of reach of any assistance 
from her consort, was left to her fate. 

At the time when this accident happened, the French 
hailed a bark belonging to one of the islands; but {he 
natives did not venture to approach them, on account 
of a royal prohibition, which forbids them from having 
any intercourse with strange ships, without the king's 
leave. 

lUeanwhile, the sailors, seeing the destruetion that 
awaited them, instead of warding it off by prudence, 
seemed to hasten it by desperation and excess. 'They 
br8ke loose from all restraint, insulted their officers, eat 
and drank with a frantic gaiety, and loudly proclaimed, 
that as death was inevitable, they were resolvid to make 
its approach as easy as possible. 

In disasters of this kind the danger is always increas
ed by insubordination; but with the momentary dread 
of death before them, it cannot be expected that uncul
tivated minds can reason or reflect; the frantic impulse 
of the minute is their. only rule of action. 

Wbile the Corbiu was suspended on the rocks, the 
conduct of the common men filled every thinkil'lg mind 
with horror: at last they became more reconciled to 
their situation, and having escaped immediate death, 
they began to listen to the suggestions of their officers, 
and to yield their assistance to work the ship to land. 
In short, after continuiug twe G.ays in this deplorable 
situation, the Corbin was, with infinite labor and diffi
culty, hauled over the fiats, and brought to a sman 
island named Pouladon, belonging to the l\Ialdifia 
grout)· 

The French carried some arms with them, but the 
natives insisted on their being delivered up, before they 
would suffer them t,~ land. Submission was their only 
resource; they surrendered at discretion, and were then 
conducted by the Indians to the interior of th~ island, 
where they were entertained with CG'("oas, lemcllS, and 
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.other fr\lit .. , but rifled of every thing about them, on 
;pretence that all the property saved from ,vrecl.s belon)1;
'cd to the king. 

However, the French having a pi.ece of scarlet cloth, 
had the policy to give out, that it was originally intend· 
ed as a present for the king of the islands, together with 

, the whole cargo of the ship. On this the natives were 
very cautious not to meddle with what they considered 
as royal property .;but the chief illan of the isl,and was 
.privately induced to accept a few yards of scarlet cloth, 
'which present confirmed him their friend. 

Soon after, this person sent the master of the ship and 
two of the sailors to l''lule, where the king resided, when 
one of the royal family was immediately rlispatche.d t9 
save whatever could be done from tile wreck. 

The French,. on leaving the vessel, he.d brought off a 
considerable quantity of money with them, which they 
buried on shore, as a common supply for their future ex
igencies; but some of the men, being in want of sub
sistence, and knowing where the treasure was hid, dug 
up a part of it, and having offered some pieces of money 
for fo@(-1, the consequence of tIlls was speedily fe!'i:. 
The natives seeing that the strangers had money, would 
not allow them the smaUest assistance without being paid 
for it; and when the hoard began to be exhausted, they 
were brought to the' greatest dlstress. Each now be
~ame selfish and unfeeHng; for wherc money comma'nds 
:every thing, and nothing is to be procul'cd without it, 
these disl)QsitioDs are rather to he lamented thaa won
dered at. The strong robbed the weak, the healthy 
withdrew the pittance of the sick; and' that fellow· feel
ing and p:\rtnersbip in fortunes, which shou\l, have houud 
them to each other by stronger ties, were weakcned and 
'dissolved by the love of amassing money, to supply 
their individual wants. 

OUl' author and tlvo oUiers were transported to the 
island of Pandow, where the J,)ati,:es j hearing of the 
treasures tIlll.t had been brought to light in the other i .. /· 
ands, and thinki.ng that those I)f:rsons too ",el'e not de~
litute of money, refuE'ed them provisions, in hOPt'3 or 
c'lttorting a rCCOlliPetl~e. I.aval and his a£soci<:lc:; IHlv-

Dd 
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iug no ,'esources of this kind, were reduced to the great
est extremities; but assiduously applying bimself to learn 
the langua2;c of the country, amI baving ingratiHted 
himself with the governor of the island, he was ~oon 
scnt to Male, with ,'ecommendations to the kin~. 

flis majesty antI sultanas were highly d~lightid to find 
.a foreigner who could con"l"erse with them in their o,,"n 
tongue; and, by the arts of insinuation and a~(!l'ess, he 
.800n rose to rank andollulence among this peapl!', where 
be was obliged to live several years, and by this means 
gained much local knowledge of. the . country and ~ 
.customs. 

The Maldives lie between one,deg. north, and four 
dcg. south latitude, extending 200 leagues in length, 
and 25 in breadth. They are said to be divided iuto 13 
provinces, called attolons, .each.ofwhich comprehends 
many small islands. Ridges of .rocks surround th~ 
whole, on which the sea breaks wUh prodigious violence, 
~.rhe whole number of islands is calculated at J 2,000, but 
lIlany of them are only sandy, steril spots, without the 
least vegetation. ..Penguins, however, and other marine 
h:rds, take up their reside~e here; . the most barren 
.islets are covered with their nests. 

The attolons all lie in a line, and are parted by narrow 
t',himnels, through which the .n~vigation for ships of 311Y 
burthen is extrcmely pel·i!olls. But the natives being 
innured to the sea from their ipfancy, shew much dexter
ity' in managing their vessels, that neither rocks nor sur
ges alarm them. However, they seldom sail by night, 
'flor do they often leave sight of land. , 

The climate, from the situation, must naturally be 
supposed to be excessively hf)t; yet the nights are cool, 
and the hea:vy dews, which fall then, refresh the herbs 
and trees. The winter commences in April, and lasts 
~i11 October, during which period the rain falls in deluges, 
.md the westerly winds are very boisterous. In the sum
mer months the winds blow in a contrary direction, and 
.the earth is parched up 'with drought. 

The Maldivians are a personaule people, of an olive 
complexion. The nativl's of Male, awl of fhe, other 
i3!ands towards tlle Dorth, ar~ more poli~hed th~n those 



Less OF 'mE COIlBDL 327 

ttiwardsthe south, who seldom hav~ any intercourse' 
with Europeans. On the north, the king and the prin
cipal people reside; and banishment to the south 
is a common punishment for crimes not worthy of 
death. 

The Maldivians, in general, are supposed of a quick
ness of parts, a liveliness of disposition, and much ingen
uity. 'rhey arc prudent and warlike, and have a regu.J' 
lar ;.)rlll of £;overnment. 

The women may be reckoned handsome; their hair 
is naturally black, and this color is heightened by art. 
Girls have their heads shaved, except a little tuft Oil the 
forehead, to disti!l;!;uis:. them from boys. When they 
arrive at maturity, the care and management of their 
hair is II. principal object of female attention. They 
wash it with a peculiar water, sulre'r it to float in 
the wind to dry, and then perfume it with odoriferous 
{}iis. 

Both sexes bathe once It day, and afterwards anoint 
thtir bodies. The women having washed and perfum
ed themselves, collect their hair in a knot, and in
crease the apparent quantity by artificial means. They 
also frequently set olr. their he~ds with fragrant fbw
ers. 

Among the men, only persons of rank and soldiers 
Ure allowed to wear their hair uncut, and these drcss 
it nearly in a similar manner to the women. In g,en
eral they shave; but those who have performe'll a 
pilgrimage to Mec~a, have the priviledge of sutTering 
their beal'ds to grow to a full length.. Even the hair, 
which is cut, and the parings of the nails, are buried 
in the usual cemeteries, from an idea that being parts 
of the nMural body, they ought to be treated accord
ingly. 

'l'he men wear a swathe of cloth between their legs, 
over which they have a piece of cotton depending to 
the knees, and above that a longer kind, of silk or cot
ton, reaching to their ankles.. The waist is adorned 
with an embroidered kandherchief, tied before. Over 
all, they have a large silk fringed girdle, in the left side 
of which is a pocket for carrying their money nnd 
betel, and in the right a knife is stuck. 
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Every male prides himself on wearing a knife, it he
ing the only weapon the inferior rlmks are allowed. 'l'h~ 
soldiers and grandees, however, canoy a dagger at their 
sides, and when they walk abroad, a sword in one hand, 
with a buckler or javelin in the other. 

The Maldivians place their chief personal decoration 
in the silver chains that hang from their girdle; aud 
Qf these· every persGn has a greater or smaller quantitYl 
in proportion to his opulence. 

1'he commo!] people settlom wear any other cIottlPll 
but what decency requires, except on festivals; but mfn 
of quality have hamlsome jerkins and waislloats, while 
the more foppish anotnt the sld"l, from the girdle up
wards, with an odorous paint, in which figures are some
times delineated. 

Turbans, of various qualities, are in common use, 
hut tlle soldiers and grandees frequently ese embroidel'ed 
halldkercl]iefs ~s a coverin~ for the head. 'l'he feet are 
always naked, except within doors, when woodm Ean" 
daIs are nsed. 

'l'he women wear a silk or cotton petticoat, over 
which they throw a long robe without any opeuin!,!:, ex
cept at the neck, and this reaches to their feet. Their 
arms are decorated with a profusion of braeelf'ts, ac" 
cording to their rallk. Thf'ir ears are early pierced in 
the tip, from which hangs a large pendant, and Ihe grislle 
is perforated in many places, and studded with guilt 
nails, set with precious stones or pearls. The pril·ilt>ge, 
}lOwever, of wearing ornaments of gold or jewels must 
be purchased of the (jueen; and, in like manner, the 
men lJ)Uit buy the king's permission foc the same in
d.ll!'rf'nce. 

Whf'll the women go abroad they are deeply vailefl, 
an(1 thpi]· faces are difficult to he seen; but in presence 
of women of superior rank, the etiquette re{luires that 
they 8hou!d be unveiled. 

The different qualities of the women are disti1li!uished 
by their ornament\;; aud, if a wife, throngh vanity, as
SUIlH'S mOJ'e costly dc("oraHons than belongs to her rank, 
her husband's taxes are raised, unless he is in the royal 
service, or an inhahitant of Male; for in that island there 
J,f: no sumptuary laws in re~ard to dress. 
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The king is generally clothed in a fine white robe, 
which reaches a little below the girdle; this fastenetl 
with buttons of solid gold. Over the robe he wears a 
piece of red embroidered tapestry, depending to the 
heels, richly ornamented. His girdle is adorned with 
brilliants, and on his head he wears a scarlet cap, laced 
with geld, and surmounted with a large gold knob, set 
with a jewe1. . 

But the chief ensign of royal dignity is a white um
brella, which no native is permitted to use. He is usu
ally attended by three pages; one earries his fan, an6tl1-
er his sword and buckle, and the third his betel and 
areca box. _ 

M. de Laval was doomed tQ remain in this country long 
enough to acquire an intimate knowledge of the charac
ters and customs of the Maldivians at that period. He 
says that the king was generally shut up with his women, 
or employed in giving audience to his courtiers. He had 
a taste for the mechanic arts, and constantly employeu 
and superintended a number of artifiCtlrs in the various 
branches of elegant manufacture. His guards consisted 
of six companies, under the command of as many coun
sellors, named moscoulis. Besides which he had teB 
battalions, who served his majesty ;n v,arioul) ciril, rath-
er than military capacities. - , 

On Fridays the king went to the mosque in great 
pomp, attended by one hundred of his guards, his offi'
cers in wiUting, and a complete band of music, consist
ing of trumpets. flutes, and drums. After service he 
returned in the same state; and, as these islands afford 
no beasts of burthen, he walked on foot, unless when 
he was carried in a chair on the shoulders of his slaves, 
which was not frequent. 

His queens wore the same kind of habits as the other 
Maldivian women, 'but of a much richer and more ex
pensive quality. Whenever they appeared in public, 
the women ran to meet them, and presented them with 
fruit and flowers. A number pf female slaves preceded 
them, to warn the men from approaching. The cham

.bers where these royal prisoners live(l were always 
Jigbted with lamps j so that their lives must, accord-

- Dd2 
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ing t.) our ideas, be the most uncomfortable in the 
world. 

The royal revenues arise fl'om the crown Jands, from 
n fifth of the grain and fruits of the whole country, from 
It tax on dried fish and on shells named cowries, the 
,-~urrent medium of exchange. In :Hldition to these im
posts, his subjects annually present him with cloth enough 
to dress his soldiers. He likewise derives no inconsidera
ble re,'enues from goods imported by shipping, as he is 
principal merchant, and se\!s out the commodities he 
has purchased on what terms he pleases. 

AU shipwrecks belong to his majesty, and,also what· 
ever ambergrise is found on the coast. This is more 
abundant here than in any other part of the Indies, and 
is so strictly watched; that whoever secrets or ap
propriates it to his own nse, on detection loses a haud. 
The king has also the sole property in a kind of sea· nuts, 
called tannacarre, which are frequently t11rown on the 
shore. These are as large as a man's head, and are 
esteemed valuable in medicine. 'I'he Portuguese call 
them the cocoas of the Maldives. 

'l'he government is an absolute monarchy. Each 
attolon, or province, is under the superintendence of a 
Daybe, or governor, who is a priest and doctor of the 
law, and exercises very extensive powers. The naybes, 
however, are accountable to the pandiare, or cady, who 
resides in the isle of Male, and is the supreme judge 
both in civil and ecclesiastical causes. The judgement 
of this officer can only be reversed by the kiBg himself, 
to whom an appeal lies. 

The pandiare makes an annual circuit of the isle of 
Male, as every naybe does in his respective province, 
anft condemns all to be whipped that cannot say their 
creed and prayers in the Arabic tongue. When wit
nesses are cited in any cause, by a singular regulation, 
the evidence of three women is only equivalent to that 
of one man, and slaves are never admitted to give their 
testimony. 

An insolvent debtor is obliged to become a servant 
to his creditor, and both he and his ('hildren must work 
the debt out bef()re he obtains his liberty, The ~~-
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".- punishment for criminals is whipping, amI the most 
heinous offences, short of murder, may be got off for 
a preuniary mulct. Stealing, however, is punished with 
the loss of a hand; but capital punishments are never 
inflicted, except by the king's express command. 

The inhabitants are divided into four classes: the 
royal family, pt'rsons investt'd with offices and dignities, 
the nobility and gentry, and the common people. Be-

• tween the third and fourth ranks the distinctions are very 
IItrictly observed. If a noblewoman marries a plebeian, 
she retains her rank, and her children are ennobled also; 
but a women of the lowest class derives no pl'ivileges 
from matching with a grandee. The kin~ however, 
possesses the power of elevating whom he pleases to the 
third rank, by a kind of' letters patent; and, of 
course, they are then eligible to the offices of trust or 
honor. 

The externals of religion are very strictly observed 
among the Maldivians: but its vital influence is little felt. 
The grossest vices are daily committed witNmt shame1 

and almost without punishment. :Both sexes are ex
tremely libidinous; and chastity befol;e marriage is nei-
ther reckoned a virtue nor a fault. I 

To be able to read the Koran in the originalgis the 
extent of their literary acquirements. The Maldivian 
tongue, is, however, cultivated with some care. In 
teaching children to write, they make use of a bodkin 
on a smooth ~oard covered with sand. But theit wri
tings, whicb are intended to be durable, are on a kind 
of pllper, made of the leaf of a trE-e. 

Children have a profound veneration for their masters 
and parents; and with this, so many good qualities ar.e 
generally united, that it must be the want of e;ood ex:
amples alone tbat renders them vicipus or dissipated. 
Where a due respect is pai"!! to age and authority, the 
young might be trained to any thing. 

Metalic money is only of one sort, called JarriI\s, 
about the value of eight pence. Instead or small change, 
they make use of cowries, {we)ve thousand of which 

,.make a larrin. Gold and silver are imported from the 
<iontinent, and go by weight when cmployell as the mtr 
~iwn of eXC:lhange. 
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Merchants resort to the Maldives, principally to pur
chase the cocoa-nuts and cowries. When Laval rtsided 
here, upwards of one hundred ships annually resorted 
thither to purchase cocoas, and the ,balance of trade 
seemed to be in favor of those islandel's.. 

Some of the festive customs of the Maldivians are 
very singular. If they intended to compliment a friend 
with an entertainment, they send the viands to his house, 
as they seldom eat in the presenee of others. Instead 
of a table, they cover the floor with a mat; and for 
cloths and napkins; make use of banana leaves. Their 
dishes are of earthen or china ware. 

The poor are treated with great humanity, and none 
wilt offer them food that they do not think tit to 
eat themselves, The indigent are regarded as the ser
vants of God, and it would be reckoned profane to treat 
them with offal. 

During their meals they are very silent, and think it 
indecent to be long at table. They never drink till they 
have finished their repast, and even then only drink 
ovce of water or cocoa wine. No man must meddle 
with cookery, or his sex would avoid him as a disgrace 
to them.-

No sooner do children come into the world than they 
are washed six times a day in cold water, and then 
anointed with oil. The mothers, from the highest to the 
lowest rank, su~kle their offspring. At the age of nine 
months they generally begin to walk; and when they 
arrive at nift.e_ years oldl they commence the studies and 
exercises of the country. 

When the Maldivians wake from sleep, they: immedi
ately wash their faces, and rub them with oil, before 
they salute auy one. Betel is universally chewed, and 
they mutually present it to each otl1er on occasional 
interviews. Cleanliness is not only an article of their 
religion, but an inbred habit among them. 

'l'hey have many superstitious observations when they 
hegin a journey, or take any business of importance in 
hand. If any unlucky incident befals them, they impute 
it to some 1,mpropitious persoll whom they have met Cl 
touched. 



L9SS OF' TilE COMmf. sss 
Win) the Mallometan faith they mix many Pagan 

tites. They adtJress themselves to the king of the wimls, 
when they are e;oing on any expedition by water; and 
in every island there is a desolate place, where those 
who have escaped shipwreck make their offerings. 
'l'hey also pay a superstitious respect to the king of the 
sea, whence they think it impious to spit to the wind
ward of the ship. 

AH natural and incidental ills they impute to tile in
tervention of the devil; and to avert his vengeance they 
make him oecasional offerings of flowers or banquets. 
The latter is sometimes carried oft' by the poor, when 
superstition is not stronger than hunger. 

They attribute a wonderful virtue to certain rhame
ters, which they always carry about them in little boxes. 
These are believed to be of powerful efficacy in curing 
or alleviating diseases, in procUI'ing love and safety, 
and· preserving tht'm from malice and danger. The 
magicians, who are also the physicians, derive a lucritive 
trade in these charms or amulets. 

In these islands are no inclosed towns, the houses 
lying scattered without regularity or distinction of streets, 
Their dwellings are generally built of cocoa wood, and 
covered with the leaves of. the same tree; but persons 
of quality have stone buildings, of a black color, the 
materials of which they draw out of the sea with much 
labor and ingenuity. 

So expert are they in diving and swimming, that La. 
val· says, they drew up the cannon amI anchors of the 
French ship that was cast 8;way ; aDd he was an eye wit~ 
J;Jess of (heir clearing the harbor of Male within a few 
days, which was so choaked up with rocks that no ship 
could enter it. 

The royal palace has many fine apartments, but no 
regular architecture. It is surrouD_d with !!ordf'ns, 
adorned with fountains and reservoirs. The ceiling and 
walls of the Ralace are hung with silk tapestry, and 
floored with mats. The king's beds, and those of the 
grandees, are Iluspended with cords, upon a beam sup
ported by two poa!!, and in thew. they are «lc;ked to 
sleep. 
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The mosques are not inelegant structures, and rOlint'l 
{hem are square inclosures, in which they bury the dt':<d. 
Each mosque has its priest; and each island, that has 
any considerable population, is dignified" by having a 
catibe, who is principally master of all public exercist'~, 
and governs the inferior priests. 

They retire to the mosques five times a day; but the 
indolent are allowed to say their prayers at home. :\0 
absolute neglect, however, of tliis religious exercis(', 
subjects the indevout to all the pains and penalties (,f 
excommunication :. no one wilt eat or converse with 
them. Tt.Jey offer their penitential prayers with a loud 
'Voice, and by this means expose the most secret trans-' 
acti,)ns of their lives; but where impurity of any kind 
is scarcely regarded as a blemish in the eyes 'of men, 
this publicity of confession is not regarded as a serious 
difficulty. 

Males are circumcised at seven years of age, on '''hich 
(\ccasion the parents and relati{ms keep a festival for 
fJl.jI-teen days. Par:irular operators perform this pain
ful rite, and from this only they del·ive a livelihood. 
Girls also undergo a kind of circumcision when they are. 
only two years old; but this is attended ,,1th no solemnity. 
'{'he operator, however, on both sexes is always consid
ered as a parent. 

The Maldivians celebrate several festivals. Friday, 
being theil' sabbath, is devoted to fasting and religiouil 
observancl's. The catibe comp0ses a new ppayer for 
every Friday in the year. He repeats without book, 
and jf he makes a single mistaJ{e, he is publicly repri
manded. Every new moon is ushered in with II. varie
ty or ceremonif's ; and the feast of the Ramadan, as 
in other Mahometan countries, is kept here with due 
solemnity. . 

\Vhen a marriage is in contemplation, the parties ad" 
dress themselves to the naybe, who takes the man by 
the hand, and asks him if he is willing to have the wo
man on the conditions proposed; and, as she is always 
absent, her parents answel· in her name. When pre
liminaries are settled, the bride is introduced, and the 
company are ~esired to be witnesses of the compact. 
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The woman is then conducted, by all present, to her. 
husband's house, where feasting, dancing, and music 
commence. The lIrid~-groom makes some customary 
presents to the king, and the bride pays the same com
pliment to the qu~ens. But.when the king is married, 
jnstead of giving, he receives .presents from .his subjects, 
all which belong to the new married queen. 

The males may marry when.they please; but females 
are seldom disposed of till they are ten or eleven years 
.of age ; and the first suitor, .whether old or young, pro
vided the rank is not an obstacle, is .seldom refused. 
Parents esteem it a sin to keep their daughters single be
yond the years of maturity; but a female orphan can
not marry till she is fifteep. 

Though a woman cannot leave her husband without 
his consent, a man may divorce his wife on returning her 
jointure. The divorced parties may come together 
again as often as they. please ; but, that the priest lIIay 
not be robbed of his dues,.a new marriage must take 
-place after each .separation. 

. VlbeB a :;person' dies, the corpse is washed by those 
.Gf the same sex. The body is then wrapped in cotton; 
it!1- right hand pJlOced upon the ear, and the left on the 
.thigh. It is then placed in a coffin, and carried to the 
.burial ground by relations and friends, attended by wo
men, who howl in the most piteous manner. If the 
deceased is a person of quality, gifts are distributed to 
the poor, and the priest, in particular, is not forgot. It 
is his business to sing during the whole ceremony, and 
every day till the third Friday after,' when a general 
feast is prepared for the friends' of the de fund, on 
the suppesition that the soul is ·then conveyed to Para
.rlise. 

If a person of the first rank dies, the priests sing for 
him a whole year, during which they are well entertain
ed and Jead a pleasant easy kind of life. 0 supel'sti
tifln, how. wide is thy sway! In Mahometan, and many 
Christian countries, the same wealme~s leads men to 
believe in the efficacy of prayers and ceremonies for 
the dead, while priests reap the only benefit from the 
delusion! 
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Mourners make no alteration in their dr~s, excepl 
that they go bareheaded to the place of interment, and 
continue so for a few days. Those who die fighting 
against the enemies of Mahomet, are buried without 
any ceremony, under the idea that they are at once 
translated to Paradise, and want no interces,sion of 
priests. 

The Maldives produce luxuriant crops of millet, and 
a kind of grllin, called brimby, resembling rape seed. 
Of these two sorts of grain they have a double crop 
yeady. They have several esculent roots, and many 
choice fruits; but tbough the aUoions are aU nearly in 
the same climate, each is rlistingubhed for its different 
commodities, and the iBhabitants in ODe canDot subsist 
without the commodities of another. This necessity 
links" them all in a kind of mutual dependance, and 
creates an interchange of commercial articles. ,Trades 
are also divided in different islands. One contains smiths, 
'another weavers, and so on. To facilitate communica
tion, these artificers have little boats, in which they 
make the circuit of, the islands, to vend their wares or 
,manufactures; and one of these trading voyage! some
times occupies the space of a year. 

Wild fowl are prodigiously plentiful, thougb there are 
few domestic poultry. Crows are very troublesome, 
and the bats are as large as ravens. 

There are few poisonous animals, but vermin of vari
ous kinds over run the country, and infest the houses. 
Sheep and cattle were the only large quadrupeds in the 
:Maldives, when M. de Laval resided there. Dogs are 
held in abhorrence, and two, sellt by the king of Portu
gal, as It present, were immediately drowned. 

The sea is replete witb excellent fish, and fishing con
'stitutes a princ.ipal part of the employment of the natives. 
But of all the productions of the sea, the shell-fish, cal!
ed cowries, are the 111(;8t valuable and most esteemed. 
'The shells, c'.mm!mly called blackamoor's teeth, are no 
inconsiderable articles of commerce, Immense (juanti
ties are exported to Guinea; and formerly, about tweh'e 
thousand pound;; of cowries would nlll'chase live hun
dred slaves. The value is. now diminished j but still tbe 
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eGwries Or the Maldives are in high estimation among 
the nef;roes, who,use them as their principal ornaments, 
and in many places they pass for money to the present 
day. OUl" aut.hor says, that he has seen thirty or forty, 
ehips whol!y lauen wilh them. 

But enough has been said of the customs and produce 
of tile Maldives. Let us now altend to the fortune of. 
Laval. It has already been said that he rose tosomc 
distinction: hut it is by no means probable that any 
dignity could make him forget that he was cut off from 
his friends ,8m] from polished society, nor repress his 
desire to obtain his libel'ty. 

After he had been about four years and a half in this 
country, news arrived that the .king of Bengal was fit
ting out a fleet to invade the Maldives. 'l'he kiug of 
MlJJe no sooner received this alarming intelligence, than 
he issued orders for equipping all the vessels in his 
dominions; but before this could be accomplished, the 
enemy's fleet appeared in sight, on which the king re
solved to fly to the southern island, till he could master 
a sufficient fmce to oppose th.e invaders with,some pros
pect of success. 

His most valuable effects were instantly embarked, 
together with his queens; and he left,bis distracted suh
jects, who knew not how to avoid the impending danger, 
.or how to oppose it. 

No sooner, however, did the enemy hear of the flight 
of the king, than they despatched some of their swiftest 
sailing vessels to overtake him. The unhappy monarch 
found it impossible to escape; he was slain, and his ships, 
wives, and treasure rewarded the victoT5:. 

As soor. as the Bengalians landed at Male, Laval sur
rendered himself to them; explaining his situation and 
his solicitude to be taken under {heir protection. Wht'u 
they found he was Dot aPol'tuguese, they treated him 
with much kindness: the French had not yet, by their 
ambition, disturbed the repose of the nativfs of the 
.east, and, therefore, were not the objects of lheir re
sentment. 

The conquerors, after plundering the royal palace of 
every thing valuable, prepared for their departure, ta!.:~g 

Ee 
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with them the brother-in-law of the late king, and leav
ing the other natives at liberty. Laval was a voluntary 
passenger to Bengal, and there he began to coneert the 
means of a passage to Europe_ 

:lVhile engaged in these plans, the Mogul declared 
war against the prjnce of Bengal, who assembled a pro

.digious army to oppose him. However, before hostilities 
commenced, Laval found means to withdraw himself tlJ) 
the coast of Malabar, from whence he proceeded to 
Cali cut. At that place hv remained eight months, wait
ing for a passage in a Dutch ship; but being at last dis
appointed, he travelled to Cochin, where he had the mis
fortune to be taken up and imprisoned as a,spy. 

At last, however, he made his eilcape from prison, 
and fled to Goa; but fortune was not yet wearied of ex
erting her malice against him : here he was again thrown 
into prison, and confined for some time. By his address, 
as well as the justice of his . cause, he raised up S6me 
powerful intercessors among the Jesuits, who, at length, 
procured his liberation; and sailing for Europe, he ar
rived in safely at Rochelle, on the 16th of February, 
1611, after an absence of nearly ten years, in which he 
had run through a series of adventures equally dange,r
..(lUS and distressi~. 
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LOSS BY FIRE OF Tin] 

FRENCH EAST-INDIA COMPANY's VESSEL, 
THE PRINCE. 

Bouiulfl'Oln L'Orient to Pondichen'Y, July 26ih, 1752. 

(By 1\1. D. LA Fo:m,) 

One of the lieutenants of that Ship. 

THE French East India Company's ship, 'I'he 
Prince, commanded by 1\I. Morin, and bound to Pon
dicherry, weighed anchor on the 1 Dth of February, 
] 752, from the harvor of VOrient. She had scarcely 
passed the island of St. Michael, when the wind shift
ing, it wa~ found impossible to doubie the Turk banlc, 
The utmost efforts, and the greate5t precautions, could 
not prevent her from striking on the bank, in slII'h a 
manner that the mouths of the guns were immersed in 
the water, We announced our misfortune by signals of 
distress, when M, de Godehuc, the commander of th .. 
port of VO,'ient came on boarll to animate the crew by 
his presence amI his orders. All the chests, and other 
articles, of the greatest valu .. , were removed safely 
into sma!ler vessels to lighten the ship; the whole night 
was occupied with the most laborious exertions. At 
length the tide, in the morning, relieved us from our 
dangerous situation, and enabled us to reach the road or 
Port Louis: we owed the' preservation of the ship en
tirely to the prudent directions of M. de Godeheu, and 
the measures adopted in consequence. 'I'he ship hall 
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sprung several leal{s but fortunately our pumps kept the 
water under: half the cargo \'Vas taken out of the vessel, 
and In about a week we returned to VOrient, where she 
was entirely unloaded. She was then careened and 
caulked afresh. 'fhese precautions seemed to promise 
a successful voy~ge, and the misfortuue we had already 
experienced shewed the strength of the vessel, which 
fil'e alone appeared capa!>!e of (lMb·oying. 

On the 10th of June, 175i, a favorable wind carried 
11S OI.\t of the port, but after a fortunate navigation we 
met with a disaster of which the strongest- c'Xpresslons 
~an convey but a faint idea. In this narrative I shall 
confine mJself to a brief detail, as it is impossible to 
reCollect all the circumstances. 

'l'he 26th of July, 175~, being in the latitude of 8 
~eg. 30 min. South, amI in longitude 5 deg. West; the 
wjlld being S. W. just at the moment of taking the ob
servation of the IUEwidian, I had repaired to the quarter,
wh~l'e I was goiug to command, when a man informe,d 
me that a smoke was seen to issue from the pannel of 

. the greater hatchway. 
Upon this information t.he first lieutenant, who kept 

the keys of the hold, opened all the hatchways, to dis
cover the cause of an accident, the sli~htest sus}licion of 
which frequently causes the most intl'epid to tremble. 
'l'he captain, who was at- dinner in the· great cabin, went 
upon deck and gave ordcl's for extil'lguishing the fire. 
I had already directed several sails to be thrown over
hoar<l, and the hatchways to be covered with them, 
hoping, by these means, to prevent the air from pene
trating into the hold. I halt even proposed, for the 
gre11ter security, to let in the water between decks, to..the 
height of a foot; but the air, which had already obtain
ed a fl'ee passage thnJUl!;h the opening of the hatchways, 
produced a very thick smoke, that issued forth in 
abundance, and the fire continued gradually to gain 
gl"Ourid~ . 

'l'he capt,in ordered sixty or eighty of the soldiers 
under arms to restrain the crew, and prevent the confu
sion likely to ensue in such a critical moment. ,'.rhese 
precautions were seconded b)' In. de la Touche, with 
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his usual fortitude and prudence. That hero deserved a 
better opportuni'-y of signalizing himself, Rnd haeI des
tined his soldiers for other operations more useful to his 
country. 

All hands were now employed in getting water; not 
only the buckets, but likewise all the pumps were kept 
at work, and pipes were carried from them into t.he 
hold; even the water in the jars was emptied out. The 
rapidity of the fire, however, baffied our efforts and 
augmented the general consternation. 

The captain had already ordered the yawl to he 
hoisted overboard, merely because it was in the way ; 
four men, among whom was the boatswain, took pos
session of it. They had no oars, but called out for 
some, when three sailors jumped over board and carded 
them what they stood so much in need of. These for
tunate fugitives were required to return; they cried out 
that they had no rudder, and desired a rope to be thrown 
them; perceiving that the progress of the flames left 
them no other resource they endeavored to remove to a 
distance from the ship, which passed them in conse
quence of a breezc that sprung up. 

All hands were still busy on board; the impossibiWy 
of escaping seemed to encrease the courage of the men. 
The master boldly ventured down into the hold, but the 
heat obliged him to return; he would have been burned 
if a grea~ (IUantity of water had not been thrown over 
him. Immediately afterwards the flames were seen to 
issue with impetuosity from the great panne!. 'l'he cap
tain ordered the boats overboard, but fear had exhausted 
the strength of the most intrepid. The jolly-boat was 
fastened at a certain height, and preparations were made 
for hoisting her Qver; but to complete our misfOl·tuncs, 
the fire, which increased every moment, ascended the 
mairunast with such violence and rapidity as to burn the 
tackle; the boat pitching upon the starboard guns fell 
bottom upwards, and we lost all hopes of raising her 
again. _ 

We now perceived that we had nothing to hope from 
human aid, but only from the mercy of the Almighty. 
:Dejection filled every mind; the consternation became 

. Ee 2 
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general; nothing but sighs and groans were heard; even 
the animals we had on board littered the most dreadful 
cries. Everyone began to raise his heart and hands 
towards heaven; and in the certainty of a speedy death 
each was occupied only with the melancholy alternative 
between the two elements ready to devour us. 

The chaplain, who was on the quarter-deck, gave the 
general absolution, and went into the gallery to impart 
the same to the unhappy wretches who had already com
mitted themselves to the mCl'cy of the wayes. What a 
bOl'liblc spectacle! Each was occupied only in throwing 
overboard whatever promised a momentary preserva
tion; coops, yards, spars, every thing that came to hand 
was seized in de~pair and disposed of in the same man
ner. The confusion was extreme; some seemed to an
ticipate death by jumping into the sea, others, by swim
ming, gained the fragments of the vessel; while the 
shrouds, the yards, and ropes, along the side of the ship 
were eovered with the crew who were suspended from 
them, 8S if hesitating between two extremes, equally 
imminent and equally terrible. 

Uncertain for what fate Providence intended me, I 
!Saw a father snatch his son from the flames, embrace 
liim, throw him into the sea, then following himself, they 
perished in each others embrace. I had ordered the 
belm to be turned to starboard; the vessel heeled, and 
this mareuvre preserved us for some time on that side, 
while the fire raged on the larboard side from stem to 
stern, 

'I'iIl this moment I had been so engaged that my 
thoughts were directed only to the preservation of the 
ship; now, however, the horrors of a twofold death 
presented themselves; but through the kindness of 
heaven, my fortitude never forsook me. I looked roum} 
and found myself alone upon the deck. I went into the 
round house, where J met M. de la Touche, who regar(\
ell deilth with the same heroism that procured him suc
cess in India. "Farewell, my brother and my friend," 
saill he, emb~acillg lI1e-" Why, where are you going 1" 
replied I. "I am going, (said he,) to comfort my friend 
Mvrin." Be spoke of tne Captain, who was oye.:-
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whelmed with grief at the melancholy fate of his female 
cousins, who were passengers on board his ship, and 
whom he had persuaded to trust themselves to sea in 
hen-coops, after having hastily stripped off their clothes, 
while some of the sailors, swimming with one hand, en
deavored to support them with the other. 

The y:,\rds and masts were covered with men struggling 
with the waves around the vessel; many of them per
ished every moment by the balls discharged by the guns 
in consequence of the flames; a third species of death 
that augmented lhe horrors by which we were surround
ed. With a heart oppressed with anguish, I turned my 
eyes away from the sea. A moment afterwards I enter
ed the starboard gallery, and saw the flames rushing with 
a horrid noise through the windows of the great callin 
and the round-house. The fire approached, and was 
ready tQ consume me; my presence was then entirely 
useless for the preservation of the vessel, or the relief 
of my feUowsufferers. 

In this dreadful situation I thought it my duty to pro
long my life a few hours, in order to devote them to my 
God. I stripped off my clothes with the intention of 
rolling down a yard, one end of which touched the water; 
but it was so covered wilh unfortunate wretches, whom 
the fear of drowning kept in that situation, that I tUIrl
bled over them and fell into the sea, recqmmending my
self to the mercy of Providence. A stout soldier who 
1'fa.~ drowning, caught hold of me in this extremity; I 
employed eVf'ry exertion to disengage myself from him, 
but without effect. I suffered myself to sink under the 
water, but he did not quit his hold; I plunged a second 
time, and he still held me fil'mly in his grasp; he was 
incapable of reflecting that my death would rather hasten 
his own than be of servke to }jim. At length, after 
struggling a considerable time, his strength was exhaust
ed in consequence of the quantity of water fie had swal· 
lowed, and perceiving fhat I Ivas sinking the third time, 
and feating lest I should drag him to the bottom along 
with me, he loosed his hold. That he might n0t cateb 
me again I dived and rose a considerable distan<;e fl'o~ 
;he ~pot. . 
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This first adventure rendered me more cautious in 
future; I even shunned the dead bodies, which were so 
numerous, that, to make a free passage, I was obliged 
to push them aside with one hand, while I kept myself 
above water with the other. I imagined that each of 
them was a man who would assuredly seize and involve 
me in his own destruction. My strength began to fail, 
and I was convinced of the necessity of resting, when I 
met a piece of the flag- staff. To secure it I put my arm 
through the mlOse of the rope, aUlI swam as well as I 
was able; I perceived a yard floating before me, when 
I approached and seized it by the end. At the other ex
tremity, I saw a young man, scarcely able to support 
himself, and speedily relinquished this feeble assistance 
that announced a certain death. The sprit-sail yard next 
appeared in sight; it was covered with people, amI I 
durst not take a place upon it without asking permission, 
which my unfortunate companions cheerfully grantelol. 
Some were quite naked, and others in their shirts; they 
expressed their pity at my situation, and their misfor
tune put my sensibility to the severest test. 

M, Morin and M. de la Touche, both so worthy of a 
better fate, never quitted the vessel, and were doubtless 
buried in its ruins. \Vhichever way I turned my eyes, 
the most dismal sight3 presented themselves. 'l'he main
mast, burnt away at the botbm, fell overboard, killing 
some, and affording to others a precarious re.ource. 
This mast I observed coverpd with people, and abandon
ed to the impulse of the waves; at the same moment I 
perceived two sailors upon a hen~coop with some planks, 
amI cried out to them, " My lads, bring the planl,s, anI! 
swim to me." They approached me, accomranied by 
several others; and each taking a plank, which we use.I 
as oars, we pafltllf'd along upon the yard, anti joined 
those who had taken possession of the main-ma'-t. 

So many changes of situation presented only new 
spectacles of horror. I fortunately here met with our 
l~haplain, who gave me absolution. 'Ve were in num
ber, about eighty persons, who were incessantly threaten
ed wi,th d~struction by the,balb from the ship's guns. I 
saw likeWIse on th~ mast, two young lauies, hy whose 
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piety I was much edified; there were six females OR 

board, and the other four were in all probability, already 
drowned or burned. Our chaplain, in this dreaufilJ situ
ation, melted the most obdurate hearts by his discourse 
am] the example he gave of patience and resignation. 
Seeing him slip from the mast and fall into the sea, as I 
was behind him, I lifted him up again. "Let me go, 
(said he,) J am full of water, and it is only a prolonga
tion of my sufferings." "No, my friend, (said I,) we 
\I ill die together wl;en my strength forsakes me." h\ 
his pious company I awaited death with perfect resigna
tion. I remained in ihis situation three hours, and saw 
one of the ladies fall off the mast with fatigue, and per
ish; she was too far distant for me to give her any as
sistance. 

When I least expected it, I perceived the yawl close 
to us; it was then tlve o'clock P. M. I cried out to the 
men in he:r that I was their lieutenant, and begged pel'
mi8ion to share our misfortune with them. 'l'hey gave 
me leave to come on board, UpOll conuition that I would 
swim to them.· It was their interest to have a conductor, 
in on!er to discover land; and for this reason my compa
ny was too necessary for them to refuse my request. 
The condition they imposed upon me was perfectly rea
sonable; they acted prudently not to 3ppfOach, as the 
others would have been equally anxious to enter their 
little bark; and we should all have been buried together 
in a watery grave. Mustering, therefore, all my strength, 
I was so fortunate as to reach the boat. Soen afterwarus 
I observed the pilot and master, whom I had left on the 
main-mast, follow my example; they swam to the yawl, 
anll we took them in. This little bark was the means of 
saving the ten persons who alone escaped, out of nearly 
three hundred. 

The flames still continued to consume our ship, from 
which we \"ere not more than half a league distant; OUt· 

too great proximity might prove pernicious, anu we, 
therefore, proceetled a little to windwaru. Not long 
after, the tire communicated to the powder-room, and it 
is impossible to describe the noise with which our vessel 
blew up. A thick cloud intercepted the light of the sun; 
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amidst this horrible darkness we could· .perceive nothi~ 
but large pieces of fiaming wood, projected into the air, and 
whose fall threatened to dash to pieces numbers of un
happy wretches still struggling with the agonies of deatb. 
We, ourselves, were not quite out of danger; it was not 
impossible but that one of the fiaming fragments might 
reach us, and precipitate our frail vessel to the bottom. 
1'he Almighty, however, preserved us from that misfor
tune; but what a spectacle DOW preseDt~d itself! The 
vessel had disappeared; its fragments covered the sea to 
a great distance, and floa ted in all directions with our,of' 
fortunate companions, whose despair, and whose Ii, . 
had been terminated togeth~rby their fall. We 811;,_ 

Some completely suffocated, others mangled, half-bllJ'l! 
ed, and still preserving sufficient life to be sensible ore 
accumulated borrors of their fate. 

Through the mercy of hea,"eD, I retained my farJ.r 
tude, and proposed to make towards the fragfnents of 
the wreck to seek provisions, and to pick up any other· 
articles we might want. We were totally unprovided, 
and were in danger of perishing with famine; a deatk 
more tedious and more painful than tl:at of our com
IlIlnions. We found several barrels, in which we hoped 
to find a resource agtiinst this pressing necessity, but dis
covered to our mortifieation that it was part of ,the pow
der which had been thrown overbtiard during the ('.on-
6agraHon. 

Night approached, but we providentially found a cask 
of brandy, about fifteen pounds of salt pork, a piece-coC 
scarlet cloth, twenty yards of linen, a dozen of pipe
staves, nnd a few ropes. It grew dark, and we could not 
wait till day -light in our present situation, without expos
ing ourselves a hundred times to destruction among the 
fragments of the wreck, from which we had not yet 
been able to disengage ourselves. 'Ve therefore rowed 
away from them as speedily 8S possible in order to 
atteml to the equipment of our new vessel. Every one 
fell to work with the utmost assiduity j we emploY4ld 
every thing, and took off the inner sheathing of 'OUf 

boat for the sake of the planks and nails; we drew from. 
the linen what thread we wanted; fortunately oneof.tlfe 
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~ailors had two needles; our scarlet cloth served us for 
a sail, an oar for a mast, and a plank for a rudder. Not
withstanding the darkness, our equipment was in a short 
time as complete, as circumstances would permit. The 
only difficulty that remained was, how to direct our 
course; we had neither charts nor instruments, and 
lV-ere nearly two hundred leagues from land. We resign
ed ourselves to the mercy oC the Almighty, whose assis
tance we implored ill fervent prayers. 

At length we raised our sail, and a favorable wind 
'oved us for ever from the floating corpses of our 
)Ttunate companions. In this manner we proceeded 

'5ht days and eight nigr.ts, withOut perceiving land, ex
"cd stal'k naked to the burning rays of the sun by 

, and to intense cold by night. The sixth day a 
',ver of rain inspired us with the hope of some relief 

iI, .,n the thirst by which 'Ie v.er~ toI'mented: we en-
deavored to cakh the E:lle water that fdl in our mouths 
and hands. We sucy-ed our sail, but having been before 
soaked in sea-water it communicated the bitter ta~te of 
the latter to the rain which it received. If; however, 
the rain had been more yiolent, it might have abated the 
wind that impelled us, and a calm would have been 
attende~ with inevitable destruction 

That we might steer our course with the greater cer
tainty, we consulted every day, the rising and setting of 
the sun and moon; and the stars shewed us what willd 
we ought to take. A very small piece of salt pork fur
Dished us olle m~al in (he tWb'jt;',f"u; hours: and from 
this even we were obliged to de;ist on t'1l' fourth day, on 
account of the irritation of the blood, which it occasion
ed, Our only beverage was a glass of brandy, from 
time 10 time; but that liquor burned our stomachs with· 
out allaying our thirst. We saw abundance of flying 
fish, but the impossibility.)!" catchi'l!!; them rendered 
our misery still more acutc; we were, thcrefore, oblig
ed to be contented with our provbions. 'rhe uncertain
ty with respect to our fate, the want of food, and the 
agitation of the sea, comLined to <Jeri,t; us of the 
rest, and almost plunged us into fj,.c.:!air. Nature 
seemed to have abouoned her fUllctions; a fee-



bIe ray of hope alone cheered our minds and prev.entel{ 
us from envying the fate of our deceased compan
ions. 

I passed the eigh& night at the helm; I remained at 
my post more than ten hours, frequently desiring to be. 
relieve.d, till at length I sunk down with .fatigue. My, 
miserable comrades were equally exhausted, and despair 
began to take possession of oU\' souls. At last, when. 
just perishing with faiigue, misery, hunger, and thirst,: 
we discovered land, by the first rays of the sun, on 
Wednesday, the 3d of August, 1752. Only those who 
have experienced similar misfortunes can form an ade
quate conceptioo of tbe cbange which this discovery 
produced in our -minds. O\l.r strength returned, and we 
took precautions not to .be carried away by the cur
rents. At two P. M. we reached the coast of Brazil, 
and entered the bay of Tresson, in latitude 6 deg. 

Our first care, upon setting foot on shore, was to 
tbank the Almighty for his favors; we threw ourselves 
upon the ground, and, in the transports of .our joy, 
rolled ourselves in the sand. Our appearance was truly 
frightful, our figures preserved nothing human that did 
not more forcibl¥ announce our misfortunes. Some 
were perfectly naked, others .had nothing but shirts 
that were rotten and torn to rags, and I had fastened 
round my waist a piece of scarlet cloth, in order to ap
pear at the head of .my companions. We had not 
yet, however, arrived at the end of all our hardships; 
although rescued from the greatest of our dangers, that· 
of an uncertain navigation, we were still tormented by 
h»nger and thirst, and in cruel suspense, whether we 
should find this coast inhabited by men susceptihle of 
sentiments of compassion. 

We were deliberating which way we should direct 
our course, when about fifty Portuguese, most of 
whom w~re armed, advanced towards us, and inquired 
the reason of our landing. Tbe recital of our misfor
tunes was a sufficient ftn~lVer, at once announced our 
wB?ts, and ~trongly claimed the sacred rights of hospi
taJlty. Their treasnres were not the object of our de
sire, the necessities of life were all that we wanted" 
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'Pouched by our misfortunes, they blessed the powe,r 
that had preserved us, and hastened to conduct us to . 
their habitations. Upon the way we came to a river, in
to which all my companions ran to throw themselves, is 
order to allay their thirst; they rolled in the water witb 
extreme delight; and bathing was in the sequel one of 
the remedies of which we made the most frequent uRe, 
and which, at the .same time contributed most to the 
restoratj0n of our health. 

The principal person of the place came and conduct
ed us to his house, about half a league distant from the 
.place (}f our landing. Our charitable host gave us linen 
sbirts and trowsers, and boiled some fish, the water af 
which served us for broth, and seemed delicious. After 
this frugal repast, though sleep was equally necessary, 
yet we prepared to render solemn thanks to the Almigb
ty. Hearing that, at the distance of half a league, there 
was a church dedicated to St. Michael, we repaired thith
er, singing praises to the Lord, wher.e we presented the 
homage of our gt'atitude to Him to whom we were so 
evidently indebted for our presen'ation. '1'he bauness of 
the road had fati!!:ued us so much that we were obliged 
to rest in the village; our misfortunes, together y,ith such 
an edifying spectacle, drew all the inhabitants around us, 
and every one hastened to fetch us refreshments. After 
resting a short time we returned to our kind host, who, at 
.night, furnished us with another repast of fresh fish. As 
we wanted more in;yigorating food we purchased an OJf, 
which we had in exchange for twenty-five quarts of 
brandy. 

We had to go to Paraibo, a journey of fifteen leagues, 
barefoot, .. and without any hope of meeting with good 
provisions on the way; we therefore took the precaution 
of smoke-drying our meat, Il,nd added to it a provision of 
flour. After resting three dll-Ys we departed under an 
escort of three soldiers. \\r e proceeded seven leagues 
the first day, and passed the night at the house of a man 
who received us kindly. ,The next evening, a sergeant, 
accompanied by twellty·nine soldiers. ('arne to meet us 
for the purpose of conducting and rre~('nting us to the 
cOUlm'\Pdant of the fortress; that worthy officer received 

Ff 
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us graciously, gave us an entertainment, and a boat·to go 
to Paraibo. It was midnight when we arrived at thai 
town; a Portuguese captain was waiting to present us to 
the governor, who gave liS a gracious reception, and fur
nished us with all the comforts of life. We there repos
ed for three days, but being desirous of reaching Fer
nambuc to take advantage of a POI·tuguese fleet that wa3 
expected to sail every day, in order to return to Europe, 
the governor ordered.a curporalto conduct us' thither. 
J\ly 'feet were so lacerated that 'I could scarcely stand, 
,and a horse was therefore provided for me. 

At length after a journey of four days, we entered the 
town of Fernambuc. My first business was to go, witla 
my people, to present myself to the general, Joseph de 
Correa, who condescended to give me an audience; after 
which Don Francisco Migud, a captain of a king's ship, 
took us in his boat to procure us the advantage of saluting 
the admiral of the fleet, Don Juan d' Acosta de Porlto. 
During the fifty days that we remained at Fernambuc 
tllat gentleman never ceased to load me w~th new favoulS 
.and civilities. His generosity extended to all my com
panions in misfortune, some of to whom he even gave 
.appointments in .the vessels of his fleet. 

On the 5th of October we set sa}!, aQd arrived, withont 
any accident, at Lisben, on the 17th of, Dec~mber. On 
the :td ofJaDuary our consul, M. du Vernay, procured 
me a passage in a .vessel bound to Morlaix. The master 
and myself went on board together, the rest of my com
,panions being distributed among oth~r ships. I arrived at 
l\'Iorlaix on the 2d of February. My fatigues obliged me 
.to take a lew days rest in that place, from whence I re
paired on the 10th to l'Orient, overJ,vhelmed with pover
ty, having lost all that I possessed in the world, after a 
.:oervice (,f twenty-eight year~ and with my health greaUf 
:im.paired by the hardships I had endured. 



SHIPWRECK OF Tine 

DEGRAVE EAS'l'-INDIAMAN, 

~ the COlUt of MadagtUMr, in the Year 1701. 

THE Degrave was a fine ship of 700 tons, and 
carried 52 guns. She was commanded by Captain 
William Young, passed through the Downs February, 
1~, ]70], and proceeded to Fort 8t. Geroge, in the 
East-Indies, where she safely arrived. From thence 
8he 8ailed to Bengal, where her captain and first mate 
died, in consequence of which the command devolved 
on the captain's sonl who was second mate; and Mr. 
John Benbow, one of the sons of Vice Admiral Benbow', 
who had gone out in quality of fourth mate f\'Om Ben~ 
~al. They sailed for the Cap~ of Good Hope, but in 
going out of the river the shiV ran aground, and stuck 
fast; she floated again the next high tide, and put to sea 
with little or no damage, as was then imagined; but soon 
after she was found so leaky that two £hain-pmnps were 
Gbliged to be kept emntioually going. In this state the 
crew sailed two months before they reached the island 
of 8t. Mauritius, inhabited by the Dutch, who received 
them kindly, and ~ve them all the assistance in their. 
power, permitting them to fit up a tent on shore, 
into which they brought the greatest part of the car
go, having unladen the. ship in order to search for the 
leak, which, however, they were unable to find' After 
remaining about a month at the island of Mauritius, and 
takin~ on board about fifty lascars, tbey sailed directly 
for the Cape of Good Hope. There were then about 
170 bands on board, and though the lascars were not of 
moob senic!?, in point Qr navigation, yet they were of 
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great utility, in relieving the English seamen from the 
labor of pumping. This resolution, thus rashly taken; 
of putting to sea before they had stopped, or even dis
covered the leak, proved fatal to them. In a few days 
the water gained upon them to such a degree, tha~ not
withstanding the pumps were kept going day and Hight, 
it \Vas with the utmost exertions that they kept the ,'es
sel above water, though they were still 600 leagues 
from their intended port. 

'.rIle ship's company believing that common danger 
put them all on an equality, represented to captain 
Young, that his design of proceeding to the Cape was 
become impracticable; and that, therefore, the wisest 
"lep that could be taken, was to make the fif'arest land, 
which was that of l\Iadagascar, to the southward of 
which they had sailed about a hundred leagues. '.rile 
captain complied with their advice, and endeavored to 
run the ship on shure, but that was founl1 impracticC1bfe 
Jikell'i'e; they, therefore, when within a quarter of a 
mile of the coast, first let go an anchor, then cut down 
:all the masts and rigging, and threw their guns and 
goods overboard, in the hope of making the ship swim 
nealeI'. But this being also found imp08sihle, and hav
ing already lost their long boat and pinnace, they resolv· 
ell to make a raft, which they· did in the night, and the 
next morning Mr. Pratt, the chief mate, with four men, 
went on shore, in a Wtle boat, wath a rope, by which 
they proposed to' warp the raft. rl'his boat was staved 
:.) pieces befo.re it reached the land, but the men escaped 
amI secured the rope, which brought the raft on shore 
with the )\"t of the shiV'S comp~ny, excepting the cat 
rain, wlio remained last on board the ship, and did not 
lea,-e her till )w found she Legan to go to pieces, and 
then be threw llilll~elf into the sea and swam ashore. 
'rile n(""" were quickly made prisoners by the king of 
that part of the island, who carried them fifty miles up 
into the cOl!ntr~', where they found a captain Drummond, 
and a caf,lain Stewart, 'with a few of Iheir ship's crew, 
in the same situation with themselves, and who. soon 
ld th;llIinto a perfect knowledge of theil' situatioIi,tiy 
~suring them that the king intended to make them serve 
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bim in his wars, and would never permit them to return 
to Europe; which intelligence, as may well be imagin
ed, struck them with the utmost consternation. 

In this distress the captains Dmmmond, Stewart, and 
Young, held a consultation in conjunction with M.r. 
Pratt and Mr. Benbow, in which captain Drummond pro
posed, as the only expedient by which they could reCQV
er their liberty, to seize the black king and march off 
with him prisoner into some other province of the isl
and, wl'l.ere ships frequently came. Mr Benbow warm
ly espoused this proposal and assisted with great cour
age in the execution of it, which was performed with 
more ease than was expected; and the king, his son, 
and his queen were made prisoners, but the queen was 
released by captain Young, from a motive of compas
sion. It is not very easy to ~onceive a boliler exterprize 
than this, where between 50 and 60 white people, and 
not above half these armed, carried off a black prince 
out of the midst of his capital, and in the sight of some 
thousands of his subjects, better armed than themselves; 
who were, notwithstanding, restrainell from firing upon 
them by captain's Young's threatening to kill their king 
if they did. They were, however, guilty of great mis
lnanagement afterwards, for upon a proposal made by 
the negroes to give them six guns for their king, it was 
agreed to deliver him up, on a supposition that the 
blacks would then follow them no further, and this, not
withstanding Mr. Benbow strongly opposed it, and shew
ed them the mischievous consequences with which such 
an injudicious measure must be attended. The king 
being given up, the blacks still contiaued to follow 
them, though at a distance, till at length it was agreed 
to give tip the prince too, imagining that this would put 
~nd end to the pursuit. They, however, took with them 
three persons, who, as they were informed by the blacks, 
were three of the principal men in the country, by way 
of hostages. Tlvo of these soon made their escape, 
and the blacks not only continued to pursue, but even 
fired upon them, which they had not done before. The 
weaknes:; of their own conduct, and the wisdom oi' 

Ff.2 
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Mr. Bel1bows's advice, wa~ now apparant to everyone; 
and as it was obvious that they had no chance left but to 
fight, they began to arrange their little army in order of 
battle. Thirty·six armed men were divided into four 
bodies, commanded by the three cap{ains. and Mr. Ben
bow, but arter an engagement that lasted from noon till 
six o'clock in the evening, it was agreed to treat. 'l'he 
negroes demanded their arms, promising them their lib
erty on th~t condition. This p.roposition, though of such 
a mischievous tendency, and vigorously opposedhy Mr. 
BenbolV, was accepted at the persuasion of captaiB Young. 
But when it came to he put in execution, captains Drum
mom) and Stewart, with four or five of their crew, refus
ed.t{) deliver up their arms, and marched off unperceived 
in the night, accompanied hy 1\'[r. Benbow, and arrived 
safe at pDrt Dauphin. The rest were cruelly murdered, 
excepting Robert Drury, a boy fifteen or sixteen years 
old, whom they pl'eserved and made a slave. Mr Ben
bow, after remaining several years among the Negroes, 
where he lived after their manner, and went naked, esca.
ped on board a Dutch ship, the captain of which hatl been 
well acquainted with his father, the Admiral, and for his 
sake treated him with great kindness and respect. He 
arrived safe il'l England, where he lived many years, and 
('omposed a work entitled-" A Description of the South 
part of the Island of Madagascar,"-which was a very cu
rious and accurate performance, and therefore frequently 
borrowed by his friends, with some of whom it still re
mains; nor have the family, after the strictest search, 
been able ~o retrieve it. 
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AN EXTRAORDINART 

FAMINE IN THE AMERICAN SHIP PEGGY, 

.On her returnfrom the .!1zores to New-York, in 1765. 

FAMINE frequently leads men to the commis
sion of the most horrible excesses: insensible, on such 
occasions, to the appeals of pature and reason, mRIl a3-
sumes the character of a beast of prey; he is deaf t@ 
every representation, and coolly meditates the death of 
his fellow-creature. 

One of these scenes, so affiicting to humanity, was, 
in the year. 1165, exhibited in the brigantine the Peggy, 
David HarrisoB, commander, freighted by eertain mer
chants of New-York, and bound. to the Azores. She 
arrived without accident at Fayal, one of· those islands, 
and having disposed of her cargo, took on board a 
lading of wine and spirits. On the 24th of October., 
of the same year, she set sail on her return to New~ 
York 

On the 29th, the wind, which had till then been favor
able, suddenly shifted. Violent storms, which succeetl
ed each other, almost without interruption, during the 
month of November, did much damage to the vessel. 
In spite of all the exertions of tht: crew, an{~ the cxperl
enee of the captain, the. masts w-en! by the bo¥d, ail.d 
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all the sails, excepting one, were tore ttl rags; and, to add 
to their distress, several leaks were discovered in the 
hold. 

At the beginning of December the wind abated a little, 
but the vessel was tJIiven out· of her course; and, desti
tute of masts, sails, and rigging, she was perfectly un
manageable, itnd drifted to and fro at the mercy of the 
waves. This, however, wils the smallest evil; another 
of a much more alarming nature soon Fanifested itself. 
Upon examining the state of the prOVIsions, they were 
found to be almost totally exhausted. In this deplora
ble situation the crew had no hope of relief but from 
chance. 

A few days after this unpleasant discovery, two ves
sels were descried early one morning, am! a transient 
ray of hope cheered the unfortunate crew of the Peggy. 
The sea ran so high as to prevent captain Harrison from. 
approaching the ships, which were soon out of sight. 
The disappointed seamen, who were in want of every 
thing, then fell upon the wine and brandy with which the 
ship was laden· They allotted to the captain two 
small jars of water, each containing about a gallon, 
being the remainder of their stock. Some days elaps
ed, during which the men, in some measure, appeased 
the painful cravings of b~nger by i,ncessant intoxica.-
tion. . 

On the fourth day, a ship was observed bearing to-, 
wards them in full sail: no time was lost in making 
signals of distress, and tbe crew had the inexpressible 
satisfaction to perceive that they were answered. The 
sea was sufficiently calm to permit the two vessels to 
approach each other. The strangers seemed much 
affected by the account of their sufferings and misfol'
tunes, and promised them a certain quantily of biscuit; 
but it was not immediately sent on hoard, the captain 
~Ueging, as an excuse for tlJe delay, that he had just be
gan a nautical observation, which he was desirous to 
finish. However unreasonable such a pretext appeared, 
undpr the prese~ circumstances, the famished crew of 
~e Peggy was obliged to submit. The tir,lle mcntioBetl 
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by the captain had nearly expired, when, to their ex~ 
treme mortification, the latter, regardless of his promise-, 
crowded all his sails and bore a,' ay. No language is ad
equate to describe the despair and consternation which 
then overwhelmed the' crew. Enraged, and destitute of 
hope, they fell upon whatever they had spared till then. 
'The only animals that remained on board were a couple 
of' pigeons aud a cat, which were devoured in an instant. 
~'he only favor they shewed the captain was to reserve 
for him the head of the cat. He afterwards declared, 
that however disgusting it would have been on any 
other occasion, he thought it at that moment, a treat ex
quisitely delicious. The unfortunate men then support~ 
ed their existence by living on oil, candles, ami leather, 
and these were entirely consumed by the 28th of De
cember. 

From that day until the 13th of January, it is impos
sible to tell in what manner they subsisted. Captain 
HarrisoB had been for some time unable to leave his 
cabin, being confined to his bed by a severe fit of the 
gout. On'the last mentioned day, the sailors went to 
him in a body, with the mate at their head; the latter 
acted as spokesman, and after all affecting representa
tion of the dq>lorable sta Ie to which they were reduced, 
drciarl'd that it WI\S. necessary to sacl'ifice one in order 
to save the rest; adding, that theil' resolution was irre
vocably fixed, and that they intellded to caijt lots for the 
vi.ctiI,n.. . . 

The cap tam, a tender and humane man, could not 
hea.r such a barbarous proposition without shuddering; 
he represented to them that they were men, and ought 
to regard each other as brethren; that by sllchan as
sassiualion, they would for ever ~onsi:rn themselves to 
universal execration, and cOUlJlJmuled them, with all his 
authority, to relinquish the idea ef committing such an 
altl'Ocious crime. The' captain was silent; but he had 
spoken to deaf men. 1'hey all \\ ith one voice replied,' 
that it was indifferent ,to them Whether he approved of 
their resolution or not; that they hild only acquainted 
biwwitll it O\lt of respeet, and becaua'e he would nID 
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the same risk as themselves; adding that, in the general 
misfortune, all command and distinction were at an end. 
With these words they left him, and went upon deck, 
where the lots were drawn. 

A negro who was on board and belonged to captain 
Harrison, was the victim. It is more than probable that 
the lot had been consulted only for the sake of form, 
and that the wretched' hlack was proscribed the moment 
the sailors first formed their resolution. They instantly 
58cl'ificed him. One of the crew tore out his liver and: 
devoured it, without having the patience to dress it, hY' 
broiling, or in any other manner. He was soon after
wards taken ill, and died the following day in convu(;., 
~ions, and with aU the symptoms of madness. Sormr 
c;Jf his comrades propose<l to keep his body to live upon, 
after the negro was cOlJsumed; but this advice was re
jertcd by the ma30rity, doubtless on account of the ma
lady which had carried him off.. He was, therefore, 
tllrown overBoard, and consigm~d to the (Jeep. 

'l'be captliin, in the intervals, when he was the least 
tormented by the gout, was not more exempt from the 
attacks of hun~er than the rpst of the crew; but he
tesi,,(ed all the pel'sua~ions of bis men to partake of 
their hOrlid repast. II~ contentetl- himself with the 
water which had been assigned to him, mixing with 
it a small quantity of spirits, and this was tne only, 
sustenance he took dUl'ing the whnle p.Qri~d ()f his djs;. 
teiSS. 

The body of the negra, eqnally divided;,: ana eaten 
with the greatest economy, lasted till the. 26th of J.uua.
ry. On the 29th, the famished crew deli/)el-at~d UpOA 
selecting a sccom) victim. Tbey again came to inform 
tbe captain of their intention, and· he appeared to. give 
bis COl!E;ent, fearirlg lest the enraged sailorJ! might haV'11 
r~course to the 19t without him. 'l'bey left it with him 
Co fix upon any method' tkat h~ should tbink Iwoper. 
The captain, summoning all his strellgtb, wrote upon 
amall pieces of papeT, the name of eaeh man. woo WII& 
tlIen on board the brie:antine, folcl,·d them u~ put them 
iutQ a ltilt, a.ud shook. tb.em well t~g~ther. The crew; 
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;lDeanwhile, preserved an awful silence; eacII eye was 
fixed, and each mouth was open, while terror was 
strongly iUlpilessed upon every countenance. With a 
trembling hand one of them drew from the hat the fatal 
'billet, which he delivet'e,d to the captain, who o.)ened it 
and read aloud the name of DAViD F"ArI'. Tlle un
~rtunate man on whom the lot had fallen appeared per
fectly resigned to his fate; "My ffiends, (said he to his 
companions.) the only favor I request of you, is, not to 
keep me long in pain; despatch me as speedily as you 
did the negro." Then turning to the lDan who had per
formed the first execution, he added :-" It is you I 
choose to give me the mortal blow." He requested an 
bour to prepare himself for death, to which his com
rades could only reply with tears. Meanwhile com
passion, and the remonstrances of the captain, prevailed 
over the hunger of the most hard-hearted. They unani
mously resolved to defel' the sacrifice till eleven o'clock 
.the following morning. Buch a sbort reprieve atl'orded 
very litlle consolation to FuA'fT. 

The certainty of dying the next day made such a 
deep jmpression upon his mind, that his body, which, 
for above a month, had withstood the almost total priva
.tion of nourishment, sunk beneath it. He was seized 
with a violent fever, and his state was so much aggra
vated by a delirium, with which it was accompanied, 
that some of the sailors proposed to kill him immedi
ately, in order to terminate his sufferings. The majori
ty, however, adhered to the resolution which had been 
taken of. waiting till the following morning. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the 30th of Jan
uary, a large fire was already made to dress the limbs 
of the unfortunate victim, when a sail was descried at a 
distance. A favorable wind drove ber towards the Peg
gy, and she proved to be the Susan, returning from Vir
ginia and bound to London. 

The captain could not refrain from tears at the affect
ing account of the sufferings endured by the famished 
crew. He lost no time in affording them relief, supply
ing them immel1iately with provisions and rigging, and 
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offered to convoy the Peggy to London. Th'l distance. 
from New-Yor~, their, proximity to the English coast; 
together with the miserable state of the brigantine, induc
edthe two e!!,ptains to proceed to England. The voy~ 
age was prosperous; only two men died, all the others 
gradually recovered their strtlngth. Flatt himself was 
restored t9 perfect health, after having been so near tba' 
j8.tes of death. . 



LeSa OF THE 

~mRICAN SLOOP THETIS. 

Which Wl1$ upset in a gale of wind on the 23cl of Nu

t'ember, 1809, 1t'hile on her n'ayfrom New-Bed

ford to Savannah, .in which 29 out of 
34 lives were lost. 

BJ CAPTAIN JOHN TABER, JR. 

I SAILED 00 the 16th of November, 1809, 
from New-Bedford in the Sloop Thetis of that place 
bound to Savannah, having on board including both 
crew and passengers Thirty-:Four souls. On the ~3d 
we experienced a violtnt gale of wind from the N. E. 
which brought us too under a triiiail after having 
scud six hours.-At about 7 o'clock P. M. we were 
struck, as was supposed, by a white squall from the 
N. N. W. which instantly upset us, in lat. 34, 8 long. 
76, .30-the sea rushed jmmediately into the cabin, 
where twenty-two of the Passengers perished, or 
were washed from the deck as they endeavored to 
escape out of the companion way-the vessel lay tlpon 

. her beam ends upwards of 48 hours, during which time 
repeated efforts were made to cut away the mast, but 
without effect it being almost under water and a heavy 
sea going, 12 of us beiog aU who survived; 00 the second 
day, we lasbed ourselves to the quarter rail, ,,,hen lw()
more (.Josrph Crowell, amI Joseph Francis) pelished 
with cold and fatigue. 00 the 3d day the gale abati~, 

Gg 
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and the weather growing moderate we cut .away the 
shrouds, and ,cleared away the mast from the wreck and 
she nearly righted but was full of water. On the 6th day 
after being on the wreck we saw a ship, which hoisted 
,American colors and bore down we supppsed to our as
sistance, but at sun~set she lost sight of us; the ship stood 
by us aU ,night, during which time we could distinctly 
see her, though it is ,believed we were not perceived by 
those on board of her: aboyt day light a severe gale 
ilprung up, and the ship loosing sight of us proceeded 
on her course: we saw several ,other vessels pass us, but 
not near enough to be hailed 00 the 7th day an of 
us except one man was washed from the wreck by a sea 
that unexpectedly broke upon us, but :by much exertion 
four of us re.gained the'vessel, when I, with the survivors, 
Asa F. Taber, Amos RiUey, Braddock Gifford, and 
'l'homas Snow, wrapped ourselves in a sail spread cross 
the quarter rails, and there continued exposed to the 
inclemency of the weather and to the v.oracious Sharks 
which sported around us, seeming impatient for their 
pray, one of our companions having already fallen a 
victim to their jaws before our sight; in this situation we 
continued ,17 Ilays, subsisting wholly on raw potatoes and 
port wine much damaged by the salt .water, when Capt. 
Hudson of the ship Vfilliam and Henry, by an interposi
tion of Heaven, too affecting to he ever forgotten by us, 
came to our relief, and snatched us from despair and 
impending, deathlinding us cold, hungry, and exhausted. 
He clothed and fed us, and by the tenderest exercise of 
hospitality, and kindness cheer.ed us back to life. Not 
to acknowledge our obligations to so great a benefactor 
'Noultl be to suppress the involuntary effusions of great
(':II heart". For myself therefore, as well as in behalf of 
my surviving fellow· sufferers, I embrace this public op
portunity of renewedly expressing our ,warmest acknow
Hedgmems to Capt. Hudson and also to his mates and 
crew, for the promptness amI perseverance which they 
shewed in rescuing us from a watfry g,'ave, as well as 
beir humc:nity and attention so uniformly continued to 
us 1m our arrIval in the Port of CharlestDil_ South 
Carolina. 
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~AMES OF THE PERSONS LOST • 

. Samuel Wing, (Nathaniel Procter and Samuel Procter, 
Brothers) Traders-Joseph Terry, Urial Sherman, Na
thaniel Sherman and William Sherman, B/'others
Cleghorn Pease, Edmund Pope, Israel Sampson, antI 
Bradford Williams, Carpentcrs-N athaniel Butler, Cabi
net Mq,ker-Timothy Taber, Joseph Crowel, Franei:; 
Wa~hburn, and Charles \Vashbnrn, his apprentice, pain
ters-Williams and Griswold, Brick-layers-Henry Tool, 
Mason-Consid1lr Smith, Black-smith-William Jenney, 
rJ'homas Manchester, Jonathan Davis and Abner Davis, 
bis apprentice, Shoe-makels-Lemuel Clark, Caulker
~benezer Jenney, Mate-Josiah Hammond, Joseph 
Francis and Stephe~ Young, Seamen. _ 

Nineteen of the above persons had families and aIJ of 
them lived in or near New-Bedford. 

NAMES OF THE PERSONS SAVEIr. 

John Taber, jr. Master of the Sloop. 

Asa French Taber, . 
Thomas Snow, } 

Amos Rilley,. Mecbarucs and PasseDger~. 
Bradford Gifford, 



A JlRIEF ~KETCH OF 

THE 

NAVAL ENGAGE~IENTS, 

WHICH n"VE TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN THE l!NlrEI1 

tlTATEB AND GREAT-BRITAIN, f>INCE THE CUM

!llENCE!llENT Oli' 'l'fiE PRESEl'IT WAR. 

AT the request of many, and because not whol
ly foreign to the design of this compilaiion since replete 
with instancts of severest Naval Disaster, we subjoin 
some account of the late engaj.!;ements at Sell. In the 
coilection of (acts, and in the sketches given, entire lib
erty has been take!] to !]se word lor 'Word, when to our 
purpose, the lang;uage of others. '1'he account of the 
l:aptul'e of the Prolic is entirely from the Port Folio. 

'rhe \Val' commenced between the United States 
nnd Great-lldtain, in the summer of the year 1812, 
IJecamc early distinguished by a series of Naval en
(;ounfcrs in which American skill anll valor were re-
1"·,,tEdly c,rowntd with the most signal of successes. 
'j'iJo,e illustrious efforts which have astonished equally 
till' ardent hopes of the American People, and the self
confident invincibility of the greatest of maritime powers, 
will be ever IIlcmorable. 

So humbly had, in the outset, our Ilew enemy felt at 
liberty to conep.ivt' of the character of American Seamen, 
and of the Little Navy with lvhieh they then esteemed 
th@lll:;ch'cs to be about 4lnki'in:; upon ingloriOU3 warfare, 
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that they could scarcely be spoken or but with derision,* 
or sought after, but with the expectation of certain con
quest, the accomplishment of which, should prove but a 
few minutes of diversion. 

Such was the state of things when the high and ho
nourable minds of our Naval Heroes conceived tJle ele· 
vated resolution of boldly striking fgr fame. They suc
ceeded. "Bone of ~ur bone"t became the language 
with which the enemy was at length pleased to accost 
them, while the benediction of shouting citizens, of illu
minated cities, of approving Legislatures, and of an 
entire and grateful NatioD, constituted their rich and glo-
rious reward. ' 

CAPTURE OF 

THE GUERRIERE. 

THE action between the U. S. Frigate Constitution, 
Captain ISAAC HTJLu, and the British frigate Guerriere" 
Capt. DACRES, which terminated in the capture of the 
latter vessel, will be ever memorable. It took place in 
lat. 42, N. Ion. 56 west, on the 19th of Aug. 1812, dis
tant, nearly due east, about 500 miles from Cape Cod. 

* Thefollmving from the London Evening Slar, cu
riously illustrates the ideas too commonly entertained in 
England, concerning our Little Navy, at the commR.nce
ment qf the war. 

" IJlI.d is Great- Britain to be driven f'l'O'1n the proud emi
nence which the blood and treasures Clf her SOllS luu'e ab· 
tainMl for her wtwng the nations, by a piece of striped 
bunting flying at the mast-headl!f afiw fir built frigates, 
manned by a handful of bastards and outlaws ?" 

t The following comment's from the Quphf'c MHcury, 
alluding to the capture q/"the Guerriere,jitrnish something 
of a contrast to the conlents of the preceding note. 

" What can we say qf this unfortunate rencontre,ji{rther, 
than that 1ve had to contend n,ith, mcn who are bone cf 
Ollr bone, and flesh of our flesh." , 

Gg2 
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The Guerriere had, by the British, been considered 
as the best frigate then on the American station; and but 
a few days previous to the action, Capt. Dacres endorsed 
on the Register of the American brig John Adams, which 
arrived at New·York September 4th, 1812, the following 
challange. 

"Captain DACRE)S, c@mmander of his Britannic M9,· 
" jesty's frigate Guerriere, of Forty-FuHr guns, presents 
" his oompliments to Commooore ROGERS, of the United 
" Statcs' frirrate President, and will be happy to meet 
"him, or any other American frigate, of equal force io 
"the President, off Sandy Hook, for the purpose of 
" having a fEW minutes Tete a Tete."-The Constitution 
was precisely of equal force to tke President, and Capt. 
Dacres had but too soon the short-lived satisfaction of 
being introduced to the " Tete a Tete" he had so eagerly 
oourted. 

The frigates saw each other at 2, o'clock, P. M. and 
Ilt half past three, the Constitution sailing before the 
wiud, had gained so much upon the Guerriere, that her 
!lharacter, as a frigate, was known. A little before five, 
both frigates (th,en three miles apart) prepared for the 
::;,10ody strife; the crew of the Constitution giving three 
~\heers, and petitioning to be brought close along side 
the esemy. This was an eventful hour. The American 
People were nt the time htilllhling themselves before 
God, solemnisiDg a day of National Faeting and Pra-yer. 
Captain Hull and Captain Dacres were meeting for the 
deeision of a contest, to which all eyes, both in England 
and Amel'ica, Gould they have been witnesses, had turn
ed. I t was the first time, after a lapse of thirty yeal'S 
peace, where the €quatity of the force to be engaged 
gave to eaeh the hope, as well as the detemLination to 
,'on queI'. It was America with England, it was England 
with America. 

As won as the Constitution was ready for action, Capt.. 
Hull bore dOlVn with an intention to bring him to close ac
l.ion immerliately. A little after'five, the Guerriere dis-> 
11layed the English ensigns, and began firing, giving fil'st It 
bro8,lside, then filing and wearing away, and adding a se
'.loud moatlsid~ fJP~ll the other tack, but without effect, hal' 
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shot falling short. Fifteen minutes after the fire from tht' 
Guerriere, the Constitution set her colors, and fired. For 
three quarter!! of an hour the frigates were now engaged, 
the Guerriere weariBg very often, and endeavoring to get 
a raking position; the Constitution manoeuvreing to 
close with him, and at the same time avoid being raked, 
each firing occasionally. Disappointed in gettillg a rak
ing POsitiOD, the Guerrrere bore up. Five minutes be
fore six, they were along side within half pistol shot. In 
this situation the superiority of American gunnery he
came at once and splendidly manifest. All the guns of the 
Constitution, double shotted with round and grape, pour
ed in so heavy a fire, and so well directed, that, in 16 
minutes' the mizen mast of the Guerriere went by the 
board; her main yard in the slings; her hull, rigging, 
and sails very much cut to pieces. The fire continued 
to be kept up with equal warmth for 10 minutes, when 
the Guerriere fell on board the Constitution, her bowsprit 
foul of her mizen rigging. The firing still kept up, and 
the cabin of the Constitution took fire from the Guer
riere's guns, but was extinguished. After remaining en
gaged in this situation for five minutes, the fore and main 
mast of the GuerrifU'e both went by the board, but for 
which she had been boarded by the Constitution, prepar
ations for which had been made. 

The Constitution then shot ahead of the enemy, and, 
in token of submissien, the Guerriere ared a gun to 
leeward. 

Thus after 30 minntes close action, " Tete a Tete," 
the Guerriere is without a mast or a single !!par standing, 
except the bowsprit; and her hull below and above wa
ter so shattered that a few more hroadsides must have 
carried her down. We see her, in short, (using the 
words of Captain Dacres, in bis Official Account of hiB 
capture,) "a perfectly unmanageable wreck." The Con
stitution lost all her braces, much of lIer rigging, and 
some of her spars. 'l'he British, by their own aecount, 
had 15 killed, and 63 woqnded in the action; her second', 
lieutenant was amoDg the former; the Captain, f).rst lieu
tFnant, and master, among the latter 13esides these, 24<. 
of her crew Were wi,llsjng ; by th~ British accou~, hoW--
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ever, they were absent when the action began. Ten 
others, (Impressed Americana,) are said to have taken no 
part in the action. Captain Dacres in his speech, when 
on trial for striking his flag, says, concerning them, that 
his quarters were considerably weakened, by permit
ing Americans belonging to the ship, to quit their quar
ters, on the enemy hoisting the colors of that nation; 
which, though it deprived him of the men, he thought it 
l,is duly to do. 

The Guerl'iere mounted Forty-Nine carriage guns, 
and had a crew of 302. The Constitution has been 
stated to have mounted Fifty-Four guns, and to have had 
a crew rising of 400 : she had 7 only killed, and 7 wound
ed. Lieut. BRUSH, of the marines, among the killed, 
and Lieut. MORItIS, among the wounded. 

Next morning after the actl"n, the Guerriere had fOUl 
feet of water in her hold, and in the afternoon of that 
day, she was set on fire and blown up. The Constitu
tion with her prisoners arrived in Boston harbor, on th,e 
::lOth of Augu&t. 

CAPTURE 0:;<' 

THE FROLIC. 

THE U oited States sloop of war the Wasp, command
ed by Captain JACOB lUNES, was cruising in Ion. 65, "r. 
and lat. 37, N. the track of vessels passing from Bermu
da to Halifax, when on Saturday the J 7th of October, 
about 11 o'clock, in a clear moon-light evening, she 
found herself near five sJrange. sail, steering eastward. 
As some of them seemed to be ships of war, it was 
thought belter to get farther from them. The Wasp, 
therefore, hauled her wind, and having reached a few 
miles to winflwal'd, 1i0 aa to escape or fight as the occa
sion might require, folbwed the strange sail through the 
night. At day break 00 Sunday morning, Capt. Jones 
f.Jund that they were·s.ix large merchant ships, undea: 
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MD:VOY of a sloop of war, which proved to be the 
Frolic, capt. Whinyates, from Honduras to England; 
with a convoy, strongly armed and manned, having all 
forty or fifty men, and two of them mounting sixteen 
guns each. He determined, however, to attack them, 
and as there was a heavy swell of the sea, and tIf 
weather boisterous, got down his top-gallant yards, close 
reefed the top-sails, and prepared for action. About 11 
o'clock the J.~rolic shewed Spanish colors; and the 
'Vasp immediately displayed the American ensign and 
pendant. At 32 minutes past 11, the Wasp came do\\n 
to windward, on her larboard side, within about sixty 
yards and hailed. 'l'he enemy hauled down the Span
ish colors hoisted the British ensign· and opened a fire CYf 
cannon and musketry-this the Vvasp instantly return
ed; and, coming near to the enemy, the action became 
close and without intermission. In fOllr or five minutes 
the maintop mast of tbe 'Vasp wzs shot away, and fall
ing down with the maintop sail yard across the larboard 
fore and foretop-sail braces, rendered her head yard.;; 
unmanageable during the rest of the action. In two or 
three minutes more her gaft and mizentopgalIal1t·mast 
were shot away. Still she oontinued a close and con
~tant fire. 'l'he sea was so- rough that the muzzles of 
the Wasp's guns were frequently in the water. The 
Americans, therefore, fired as the ship's side was go
ing down, so that their shot weBt either on the enemy's 
deck or below it, while the English fired as the vessel 
rose, and thus her balls chiefly touched the rigging, or 
we.rc thrown away. The "Vasp now shot ahead of the 
Frolic, raked her and then resumed her position on her 
'larboard bow. Her fire was now obviously attended 
with such success, and that of the F~oIic so slackened, 
that capt. Jones did not wish to ballrd her, lest the rough
ness of the sea might endanger both vessels; but, in the 
course of a few minutes more, every brace of the Wasp 
was shot away, and her rigging so much torn to pieces, 
that he was afraid that his masts, being unsupported, 
would go by.the board; and the Frolic be able to escape. 
He thought, therefore,the best. chance of ,ecuring her 
was to board, and decide the contest at (mce. With 
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, this view he wore sbip, and running down upon the ene
my, the vessels struck each other; the \Vasp's side I'll b
bing along the Frolic's bow, so that her jib· boom came 
in between the main and mizen rigging of the '''asp, 
directly over the heads of captain Jones and the first 
lietenoot, Mr, Biddle, who were, at that moment, stand
ill!!; together near the capstan, The Frolic lay so fair for 
raking that they decided not to board until they had giv
en a closing broadside. Whilst they were loading for 
this, so near were the two "essels, that the rammel'S of 
the Wasp were pusl1ed against the Frolic's sides, and 
two of her guns went through the bow ports of the Frolic 
IUld swept the whole length of her deck. At this mo· 
ment John Lang,* a seaman of the Wasp, a gallant fel
low, who had been once impressed by a British man of 
war, jumped on a gun with his cutlass, and was spring
ing on board the Frolic; captain JODes wishing to fire 
again before boarding, called IJim down; but his impetu
osity could not be restrained, and he was already on the 
bowsprit of the Frolic; when, seeing the ardor and en
thusiasm of the Wasp's crew, lieut. Biddle mounted on 
the hammock cloth to board. At this signal the crew 
followed, but lieut Biddle's feet got entnngled in the rig
ging of the enemy's bowsprit, and midshipman Baker, 
tn his ardor to get on hoard, laying hold of his coat, he 
.fell back on tbe ·Wasp's deck. He sprang up, as the 
next swell of tile sea brought the Frolic nearer, he got 
9n the bowsprit, wuere Lang and another seaman were 
already. He passed them on the forecastJ.e, and was sur
prised at seeing not a single man alive on the Frolic's 
deck, f'xcept the seamen at the wheel and three officers. 
The df'ck was slippery with blood, and13trewed with 
the bodies of the dead. As ~ went forward, the cap
tain of the Frolic, with two other officers, who were 
.tanding on the quarter deck, threw down th-eir swords, 

* John Lang is a native of Nel'l>-BrU¥l81Ilick in Ne'W
Jer:8P-Y· We m~ntion, with great pleasure, the name r?f 
th~s brave .tlmencan seaman, a" a prow, that CO'IWpic~ 
~or is confined to no Tank in the Naval Service. 



CAPTURE OF THE FROLIC. 37.l 

aft(} mads.an inclination of their bodies,dtmoting that 
they had surrendered. At this moment the colors 
were still fiying, as probably none of the seamen of the 
Frolic would dare to go into tbe rigging for fear of the 
musketry of the Wasp. Lieut. Biddle, therefore, jump
ed into the rigging hims.elf, and hauled down the British. 
ensign, and possession was taken of the Frolic, in forty
three minut~s after the first fire. She was in a shocking 
condition; the birth-deck particularly was crowded with 
the ~ad, wounded, and dyjng; there being but a small 
portion of the Frolic's crew who had escaped. Oaptain 
Janes instantly sent on board his surgeon's mate, and 
all the blankets of the Frolic were brought from her 
slop room for the comlOrt of the wounded. To increase 
this coofusion, both the Frolic's masts soon fell, cover
ing the dead and e~ery thing' oudeck, and she Jay a 
complete wreck. 

It now appeMed that the FrolJe 'mounted sixteen thir
ty-two pound car1onades, four twelve pounders on the 
main deck, and two twelv.e pound carronades. She 
was, therefore, superior to the Wasp, by exactly folIl"· 
twelve pounders. The number of men on board, as 
stated by the officers of the Frolic, was one hundred. 
and ten-the Dumber of seamen on hoard the Wasp 
was one hundred and two; but it could not be ascertain
ed whethel· in this one hundred and ten, were included 
marines and officers, for the W' asp had, besides her one 
bundred and two men, officers and marines, making the. 
whol~crcw about ODe hundred and thirty·five. What 
is however decisive, as to their comparative force is, 
that the officers of the Frolic acknowledged that they 
had as many men as they knew what to do with, and in 
fact the Wasp could have spared fifteen men. Then' 
'was therefore on the most favorable view, at least an 
equality of men, and an inequality of four guns. The 
disparity of loss was much greater--The exact number 
of killed and wounded on hoal.'d. the Frolic could not be 
precisely dete~mined; bJit fmm the observations of our 
officers, amI the dedarntions of those of the Frolie, the 
numbel' could i'lot have been less than about thirty killed, 
including two officers, and of the nOlluded between 
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forly and fifty; the captain and second-lieutenant beirtg 
~f the number. The Wasp had five men killed and five 
slightly wounded. 

All hands were now employed in .clearing the deck, 
burying the dead, and. taking care of the wounded, when 
captain Jones sent orders to lieut. Biddle to proceed to 
Charleston, or any southern port of the United States; 
and as there was a suspicious sail to windward, the 
Wasp would continue her cruise. The ships then part
ed. TJte suspicious sail was now coming down very 
fast. At first it was supposed that she was one of the 
convoy, who had all fled dUling the engagement and the 
stlip clear~d for action; but the enemy, as she advanc
ed, proved to be a Seventy-Four-the Poictiers, captain 
Beresford. She fired a shot over the Frolic; passed her; 
overtook the Wasp, the disable state of whose· rigging 
prevented her from escaping; and then returned to the 
Frolic, who could, of course make ·no resistance. The 
Wasp and Frolic were carried into Bermuda. 

It is not the least praise due to Captain Jones, that his 
account of this gallant action is perfecHy modest and un
ostentatious. On his own share in the capture, it is un
necessary to add any thing. "The courage and exer
tions of the officers ami crew," he observes, " fully an-· 
swer my expectations and wishes. Lieut. Biddle's ac
tive conduct contributed much to our success, by the exact 
attEntion paid to every department during the engage
men!, and th.e animating example he afforded the crew 
by his intrepidity. Lieuts. Rodgers alJd Booth, and·Mr. 
Rapp, showed by the incessant fire from their divisions, 
that they· were not to be surpa!i.sed in resolution or "kill. 
Mr. Knight, and every other officer, acted with a cOUl'8.ge 
and promptitude highly honorable. Lieut. ClaxttJn, who 
was confined by sickness, left his bed a liUle previous to 
the engagement; and though too weak to be at his divi
sion, remained upon deck, and showed by his composed 
manner of noting its incidents, that we had lost by his 
i4.lness, the services of a brave office!." 
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CAPTURE ()-F 

THE l\1ACEDONIAN. 

" EIGHT days after the capture of the Frolic thc Brit· 
~;;h Fdgate Macedonian commanded by Captain JOHN 

CARDEN, moul'lting 4,9 carriage guns, and carrying 306 
men, became a prize to the U. States' frigate United 
States, Com. STEPHEN DECATUR commander, after an 
action of an hour and a half. This was in lat. 29 N. 
loog. 29,30 W. on the 25th of October, 1812, off the 
lVestern Islands. 

The Ma~edonian was a frigate of .the largest class, 
two years old, four months out of dock, and reputed one 
Gf the best failers in the British service, and beinl!:at 
lhe windward had the advantage of engaging the Unit
ed Stales at her own distance, w11ich was so great that 
for the first half hour the United States made no use of her 
carronadcs ; and, to the close of the action, she was never 
once within the complete effect of the United l:ltates 
Iftusketl'Y and grape. But for this circumstance, and 
the unusual swell which was on at the time, lhe action 
had undoubtedly been much sooner finished. Captain 
Carden, on coming on board the U niled Slatt·s as a (lris
O1Jer, fell into a state of deep dejection, repeatedly observ' 
ing that he was a ruined man and that his InOl"tilication 
was intolerable. On finding however that he had Capt. 
Dacres 81; a"fellow compimion in -defeat his spirits reviv
ed. To Lieut. Wm. H. Allen Com. Decatur awarded 
particular Dotice, in his official account of the engage
ment, impufiul.!; tf' his unremitted exertions in disciplining 
the new the obviotls superiority of our gunnery as {;j{

hibited in the result of tbe contcst; and of every officer, 
sel~Dlan aDd marine on hoard his ship, remarks, that their 
enthusiam on discovering the enemy, their steady con· 
(luct in battle, and flJe precision of their fire, could not 
b~; surpassed. 

'I'he comparative loss 
one with astollbhment. 

of the parties mll~l fi!! every 
'l'he Ma~cdocian kst IF' 

lIh 
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mizen-mast, fore and main-top-masts, and main yard; 
I eceiveu J 00 shot in her hull; had thirty- six killed and 
~ixty-scV\.'n wounded. Among the former, the Boat· 
"waill, master's mate, and school master; of the latter, 1st 
:~nd "3d LieuL a masters mate and two lHi.dshipmell. 
'.I'he UBited States had five only killed and six wouad· 
ed! Lieu!. Funk was of the former number. So little 
was the United States damaged during the action that"in 
fire minutes she was fully repaired for another el.-gagc
ment. The security of~ her pri~e, however, requiring 
her company into port, she made for America, and all 
the 4th of December conducted the Macedonian safe 
jnio New-London. It so happened that the news of this 
third brilliant Naval victory was received at WashingtoD 
the very evening tlJat had been there previously fixed 
upon for a Naval Ball at which a large and very respect
able company were assembled; a scenc graced by nearly 
aU the beauty and fashion of the city. All was joy and 
gaiety such as could scarcely admit of augmentation and 
yd it was destined to be illcreased. About 9 o'clock a 
rumor was spread that Lieut. Hamilton, the son of the 
secretary of the Navy, had reached the house, the 
hearer of the coiLn's of the l\'Iacedonian and dispatches 
from Com. Decatur. 'l'he gentlemen crowded down 
to meet him. He wa:; receiverl with loud cheers amI 
escorted to the festive hall, where awaite.d him the em
braces of a fond father, mother, and sister.\> 1 It was a scene 
easier felt than descrihed. 'rhe room in which the com
pany had assembled had been previously decorated with 
the trophies of Naval Victory. The COIOI'S of the Guer
riere and Alert were displayed on the wall, and the 
Flag of the ;'Iiacedonian alone was wanting to complete 
the group. It was produced and borne into t.he hall by 
Capts. Hull and Stewart, and others of our brave seamel1, 
;\midst the luud acclamations of the co,npany, and greet
:e~ with National music from the Band. 

An officer of the frigate United States, speaking of 
the captllrc of the Macedonian, says-" I am aware it will 
be .said, she is a liUle ~hip, with five guns less than you 

-and a hundred men less, and carries lighter metal, &c~ 
-well, all this is true-she is inferior in all these-but 
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~$e is just such a ship as the EngJi~h have achieved all 
- their single ship victories in-'twlIs in such a shi,l that sir 

Roberl Barlow took the Africaine-that sir Michael Se:j-
1lWur took the Brane, and aften-,ards the Niemen-th'at 
Capt. Milne took the Vengeance, Cllpt. Ceo!.: the J.;. 
Forte, Capt. Lavie, the Guerl'iere, CIlPt. Rowley the 
Venus, and God knows how many others; she is, in 
tonnage, men and guns, such a ship as the En~lish pre
fer to all others, and hllve, till the GuelTiere's 10!'~, 
always thought a match for any single dee-ked ship 1I0nal. 
You will observe the ship was just out of !loek, hc, 
masts were better than the Guel'riere's, She had 11Ikf'n 
no prizes-her compliment WIl.' full, S!w wa~ not built 
or fir. thirty years ago, as sllid of that shill. 1>1,t (,I' n·. 
best English ouk, hvo years "illC!'." 

tAPTURE 0" 

THE JAVA. 

BU1' ,about two months after the capture of the 
Macedonian, the United States' frigate Constitution, then 
under the command of Com. Wft.LIAIII BAINBRIDGE, 
achieved a most astonishing victory in capturing the 
Eritish frigate Java, Capt. LAMDER'J', mounting 49 guns, 
having a full complement for her crew, with upwards of 
one hundred supernumeraries, officel's, and seameD, 
whom the Java was taking out for the East-India service, 
in all, upwards of 400. 

This action took place on the 29th of December, 1812, 
off St. Salvador, on the coast of the Brazil/s, lat. 13, 6 
S long. 38, W. about thirty miles from fhe shore, and 
lasted one hour and fifty-five minutes, when the Java 
was completely dismasted, not baving a spar of any size 
standing. 

The action commenced at ]0 minutes after 2 o'clock, 
p, 1\'l, the ships then half a mile apart, the Java keeping 
at a greater distance than wished by Com. Bainbridge, 
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which he coultl not prev·ent without da.nger of exposurtt 
to a raking fire. 'l'his danger he however thought best 
to encounter. as will appear by the following minutes 
from his log book :-

At 2, 10 min. P. 1\1. commenced the action within gomi 
grape and canistel' distance; the enemy to windward, 
but much further than I wisheu, 

2,30, Our l'o'heel shot entirely away. 
2, 40, Determinietl to close with the enemy, notwith

standing the raking; set the fore and main sail am! 
luffed lip to hilu. 

2, 50, 'l'he enewy's glb-boom got foul our mizen rigging. 
3,00, 'l'he ht:ad of Ule enemy's bowsprit ami gib·boom 

shot away. 
3,05, Shot away the enemy's-foremast by the board. 
S, 15, Shot away his mRintop-mast, j~st by the top. 
3, 40, Shot away his gaff and spanker-boom. 
3, 55, Shot away his mizen-mast just by the board . 
.'t'l 05, Having silenced the fire of the enemy completefy, 

ami his colors in the main rigging being down, suppos
ell he halt struck, then hauled aboard the courses to 
shoot ahead tf) repair tHe rigging which was extremely 
t.ut, leavin~ the enemy a complete wreck. Soon after 
discovered the enemy's flag still llying-hove too to re
pair some of ollr damage. 

''", 20, The enemy's main-mast went nearly by the boar<l. 
4-,50, 'Vore sbip and stood for the enemy. 
5, i5, Got very near the enemy ill a very effectual rak

ing position, when he most prudently struck his flag, 
for had he suffered the broadside to have raked him 
his additional loss must have been extremely great as 
he IllY an unmanageable wreck upon the water. 

Capt. I.ambert received a mortal wound at half past 
rhrce o'dock, of which he afterwards died at St, Salva
..lor, January 4th.-Oo board the Java, says the official' 
letter of COlll. Bainbridgt', there were, " killed 60, and 
101 certainly wounded." The truth is, the officprs of 
the Ja va took great pains to conceal both the Dumber they 
had on hoard, and the amolmt of their loss, which, Ulere 
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is good reason to believe, considerably exceeded the offi
cial account, great indeed as it was by that representa
tion. A letter written by H. D. Cornick, an officer of 
the Java, to bi5 friend, /lnd accidentally lound, makes the 
number killed to be 60, the number wounded 170, "'ho, 
tlerhaps, many of them, died before removal from the 
ship, in which there was great delay, all the boats of 
both ships, one ecxepted, having been destroyed during 
the engagement. 'J'he muster book of the Java had 440 
names, and the Constitution received from her, after her 
capture, including the wounded, but 341 ; leaving a de
ficiency of 99 killed and missing. It was alledged that 
about 4-0 of those on the muster book left the ship before 
she sailed fl'omEngland; but the muster book was dat
ed Nov. 1st, four days after the Java sailed. ']'he Con
stitution had nine only l(iIled! Commodore Bainbridge, 
Lieut. Aylwin, and 23 others wounded; her rigging 
much cut, but only three shot in her hull. 

The Constitution carried Fifty-Four guns. Her 
weight of shot in a broadsille 677 Ibs, 4 oz. 'fhe Java 
mounted Forty-Nine guns. Weight of shot in a broad· 
side 605 Ibs. 

'I'he prisoners were paroHed at SL Salvad'or, and w(>r~ 
as fo!irms :-1 Lieut. General-l Major""':'} Captain-
1 Post Captain-ll\Iaster and Commander-5 Lieuten
ants-3 Lieutenants of Marines-l Surgeon-2 Assistant 
Surgeons--l Purser--15 Midshipmen--l Gunner-
1 Boatswain-l Master-l Carpenter-2 Carts. Clerl{s~ 
Total ..s8 officers, with 323 petty officers, seamen, ma
rines, and boys. 

The Java was an important ship fitted out in com
pletest order to carry Lieut. General Hislop and his staff 
to Bombay, and sHeral naval officers for different ships 
in the East-billies, and had despatches for St. Helena, 
Cape of Good Hope, and every English establishment 
in the India and Chinese seas·, She had also on boanl 
copper for a Seventy-Four and 2 brigs, building at Bom-
bay. ' 

'l'he Java was set on fire and blown up on the 31st of 
December, it being impossible to conduct her into port 

Hb2 
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The Comtitution left St. Salvador January 6th, and 
arrived in noston on the 8th of February, baving, it is 
said, been fully prepared, on her way, to have at any time 
contended again for victory. Com. Bainbridge, on land
iog at Boston, was received with a salute of cannon and
the 10lld acclamations of thousands. The streets were 
filled with a delighted populace, and the house a11(1 chim
ney tops were covered with people. The Legis1ature of 
Massachusetts being in Session passed a vote of thanK'i 
(or the victory. 

CAPTURE, OF 

THE PEACOCK. 

NOT two months after the capture of the Java, by 
the Constitution, the Hornet, sloop of war, commanded 
by Captain JA~rEs LAWRENCE, gained a very illustrious 
frium[lh over the British man of war brig, Peacock, Cap
tain PEAKE, commander, off the mouth of Demarma 
river, on the South American coast. A little previously 
the Hornet had been busy, blockading the Bon Citoyenne, 
of 24 guns, a packet brig of 12 guns, and an armed 
schooner, in the harbor of 8t. Salvador, the blockade 
of which was raised by the arrival of it 74, which came 
there for the express purpose. 

The Peac(lck was discovered by the Hornet at 3, P M. 
February 24th, 13 J 2, while engaged in beating rounll 
Carobana Bank, two and a halfleagues from the Fort at 
the mouth of the Demarara river, in order to get at another 
English brig with colors flying without tIle bar. At 4 20, 
P. III the Peacock hoisted Englbh colors, at which time 
the H,)rnet cleared for action and beat to quarters. At 
5 ] 0, finding she could weather the enemy, hoisted 
Amel'ican colors and tacked. At 5 25, in passing each 
othl'r, exchanged broadsides within half pistol shot. 

Observing the enemy in the act of wearin~ the Hornet 
received his starboard broadside, ran him cl~se on board 
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. the starhoardquarter, and kept up so tremendous and well 
·directed a fire that in less than) 5 minutes she surrender
ed, (being entirely cut to pieces) and hoisted an ensign, 
union down, from his fore riging, as a signal of distre~g. 
:Shortly after the main-mast went by the boart!. Lieut. 
Shubrick was sent on board and returned with word 
that she was Sill king fast, having six feet of water in her 
hold. Boats were immediately dispatched to take off 
lhe wounded and every exertion was made by plugging 
the shot holes, throwing over the guns, pumping and bail
ing, to keep her afloat till the prisoners could be removed, 
but without effect, as she sunk in 5 1 2 fathoms water, car
rying with her 13 of her crew and three men belonging 
to the Hornet. Four others of the Peacock's crew at 
the moment of her going down, took shelter in a boat, 
which being much damaged and the waves running high, 
they are supposed to have been lost. Lieut. Connor anll 
midshipman Cooper, with others of the Hornet's men 
engaged in taking off the prisoners, saved themselves by 
a boat. Four of the thirteen prisoners in the Peacock 
when she sunk, gained the mast head which continued 
(lut of water, and were taken off . 
. Capt Peake and four men were killed in the action; 

probably some others. The master, one midshipman, car
penter and Capt's. clerk, with 29 privates were wounded, 
most of them severely, three of whom died of their 
wounds. 

The Hornet had but one killed and two slightly 
wounded by the enemy. 'Two others were wounded, 
one mortally, by the explosion of a catridge. Rigging 
and sails much cut, ODe ihot through the fore-mast, the 
bowsprit slightly injured. '!'he hull received little or 
DO damage. 

During the action the Espeigle of 18 guns, the brig 
. mentioned as lying at 8ndJor, was in sight. After the 
action with the Peacock, it being thought the Espeigle 

. might attempt to beat out, the Hornet repaired, and by 
9 P. M. was completrty ready for another action. 

The Peacock was about the tonnage of jhe Hornet, 
4 inches wider, but not so long by 4 feet. She mount
ed 20 guns, bC5ides 2 swivels, and was manned by 135 
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men; precisely t.he number mustered and able to do 
duty on boa,'d the Hornet. 1.'he Hornet mounted 20 
guns. 

Three Impressed J1rnm-icans. on board the Peacock? 
were less fortunate than those on board the Guerriere, 
baving been compelled to fight. One of them was killed, 
and one of those who survived the action proved to be a 
cousin to the Lady of Capt. Lawrence! The Macedonian, 
it may be remarked, had also two Impressed American3 
on board, who were compelled to fight, one of whom 
was killed. His name was lohn Cand, a native of the 
District of Maine, where he had a wife and child. 

Captain Lawrence with the prisoners taken from the 
Peacock returned to the U. States, arriving at Holme's 
Hole on the 19th of March, thence through the sound 
at New·York, on the 24th, amidst the plaudits of an ex
ultiDg Nation, 

q;:APTURE OF 

THE CHESAPEAKE. 

THE daring and victorious LAWRENCE receiveq, 
~oon after his return from the distinguished cruise which 
resulted in the capture of the Peacock, the command of 
the Chesapeake frigll.te of Thirty· Six guns. While lying 
in Boston harbor, the 1st l1ay of June, 181~, the British 
frigate Shannon, which, with the 'renel1os, had been 
sometime cruising in the bay, then in sight, he became 
induced, though in opposition to a force of decided suo 
periority, to assert the rights of the UtlitedStates ao-ainst 
an invading foe. 0 

At this time 1 {)O of his crew had never performed a 
c~uise .. The 1st Lieut. 21 years only of age; the 2u 
Lleut. SIck, aUlI not on board, his place occupied by the 
Lieut. next in rank; the 3d and 4th Lieuts. l\lil1shipmen 
acting as Lieutenants. That, however, C(lPt. Lawrence 
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had not confidence both in his crew and officers, is a sup
p05ition not to be indulgt>d. 

On the 25th of May, the Shannon and Telledos sepa
rated, the Captain of the Tenedos having been enjoined 
by Capt. Broke, of the Shannon, not to rejoin him till 
about the 14th of June. This SitY the Hlllifax, (British) 
accounts was done in the hope and expectation that the 
Che5apeakc frigate, finding the Shannon alont>, off Bos
ton, would come out and give her battle-Ciiptain Broke 
well knowing the force he proposed inviting to an en
gagement, was of COl'lrse prepared for the fight with all 
possible care and attention. '1'0 a crew unusually large 
he added a number of picked men, from other vesseJ~, 
particularly an officer amI 16 men from the Belle Poul, 
and a part of the crew of the Tenedos. The Shannon 
rated Thirty-Eight and mounted Fifty-Two guns. In 
the morning of the 1st of June, the Shannon stood in 
dose to Boston Light-Holl6e, and hoisted British colors,. 
the Chesapeake lying at anchor, and in sight. 

At 8 o'clock, A. M. the Chesapeake unmoored, and 
about noon, got under way and stood out for the Shannon·. 
The. Shannon edgt-d olf, fOllowed by the Chesapeake_ 
As the latter vessel passed the Li?;ht-House. the Shannon 
bore E. S. E. six leagues. At 4 o'clock, P M. the Shan
non still standing out to sea, distant ahout 7 miles from 
the Chesapeake, the Chesapeake hauled up, hoisted jib 
and stay-sails, and fired a gun; upon which the enemy 
immediately bore to, ref-fed his top-sails and lay by, {In 
tlJe starboard tack, the Chesapeake in chase. Half (last 
4, the Chesapeake hoisted the American flag at the miz
en-topgallant-mast head. 

About 15 minutes before 6, when within pistol shot of 
the Shannon the Chesapeake received her broadside, 
l'I'hich was returned, and, at the first fire, Capt. Lawrence 
was wounded in the It-g. 'J'hree or four broadsides ouly 
were exchanged when the Chesapeake had her head-Lop
~ail-tie shot away, and her spanker brails fouled by cut 
rigging. Cnpt_ Lawrence was wounded, mortally, through 
th .. body, by a musket ball, and carried below. Mr . 

. Ludlow, 1st Licitt. wa!! twiee wounded, by rr..usket or 
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·grape shot. Mr. Ballard, 4th Lieut. had his leg shot 
from his body. Mr. White, the master, was killed. Mr. 
Broom, Lieut. of marines, and the boatswain, mortaUy 
wounded. 

In about 12 minntes from the beginning of the action; 
the Chesapeake, being unmanageable, fell on board the 
Shannon, when the enemy threw, suddenly, 200 men 
upon her decks. The Chesapeake's boarders were call
ell, but the man whose duty it was to give the signal did 
llot give it. l\fr. Budd, 2<1 Lieut. being told by the 
Captain's aid that the boarders were called, instantly 
headed his and Mr. Cox's division, sprung on deck 

,where he found the enemy had already possessed him· 
self of the quarter deck. He immediately gave order~ 
to haul on board the fore tack, for the purpl"lse, if possible, 
of shooting the ship clear of the other, and then made 
an attempt to regain the (juarter deck, but was wounded 
lind thrown down on the gun deck. AfterwP.rds, almost 
immediately, the enemy succeeded in gaillin~ complete 
possession of the ship. Capt. Lawrence had been car
"ied below before any attempt was made to board. He 
nirvived till the 4th of June, repeatedly exclaiming, in 
lbe course of the delir.ium brought on him by his wounds. 
" DON'T GIVE UP 'l'HE !>HIP." He was buried at Halifax, 
with military honors; but that the country which be so 
much honored in life neell not want the glary of embo
soming in her own soil the mortal remains of her fallen 
Hero, a vessel offered for that purpose, by Capt. George 
Crowninshield, of Salem, Massachusetts, has been privi
teged with a flag to go and bring from Halifax the bo(ly of 
Capt. Lawrence, which it is expected will he entombed lit 
Salem, after pronunciation of an Eulogy by Mr. Story, one 
of the JUflges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. The vessel which bas sailed for this purpose is 
manned by ]2 Captains of ships. Lit'utenallt Bal
Yard survived his wound but 15 minutes-Lieutenants 
l .... uulow, Bu.1d. amI Cox, are recovering of their woumls. 
Livingston, Eva:.:s, nnd HOllcwell, midshipmen, were 
limon.~ fhe slain, the number of which was great, aug
mented d'Jl.';-'ik&~. very much, by the inhumanijy of the 
vi(\tors, who cont;nued fir.ng after all rCiOistance bad 
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<leaSed. Several vollies of musketry were after the sur- . 
render; fired down the hatchway and into the cockpit 
among the wounded 'l'he enemy, by their own account, 
lost tJleir 1st Lieutenant, purser, Captain's clerk, and 2J 
geameu killed; Capt. Broke, a mid~hipman, and 56 sea
men wounded. Other accounts make the number of 
their killed and wounded much greater. 'rhe Chesa-' 
peake had 48 killed, and 98 woonded. Capt. Broke was 
wounded from a sabre on the head while 'in the act of 
boarding; he received also other severe wounds. He 
remained deHrious for a long time, and so late as in July, 
when last heard from, lVas .considered as being danger
ously ill. 

'I'he Sh,ann()n received five shot under water; one 
through her copper, and ha<l her rigging and masts much 
.cut. The damage she sustained was much greater than 
that sustained by the Chesapeake. Mr. Wallace, 2d 
Lieut. of the Shannon, has been stated to have informed 
Mr. Chew, purser of the Chesapeake, that they could 

, not have continued the action and ke[)t their ship aOoat 
but a few· minutes longer. But for the early lo~s of offi
cers belonging to th~ Chesapeake, the Captain, 4th Lieut. 
the Master, and the Lieut. of Marines, falling the .first 
five minutes of the action, the struggle might and pro
bably would have eventuated very differently. Consid
ering the sinking state of the Shannon, after the exchange 
of but from three to four broadsides, it seemed only to 
have been necessary, in order to have reversed the for
tune of the day to have fought separate from each other 
a little longer. 

The unmanagable condition of the Chesapeake, 
occasioned by damage done her rigging, left her to 
fall on board her antagonist, under the disadvantages 
which have been described. Could the animating pres
ence of the fallen Lawrence have directed thereafter, 
had in fact the immense force thrown suddenly tWon the 
Chesappake, not availed themselves of a moment when 
the inferior numbers of fheir opponent were without a 
leader, every officer on deck havin~ neen killed, or severe
ly woullded, they had had, it is beiievetl, much less from 
which to derive satisfaction. 'l'he fortune of war, it is to 
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be confessed, however, is never known to be without its 
inconstancy, and the unthinking only, and those ignorant 
of what all history sets before them, -can entertain, for a 
moment, -the prp.sumption that unint-errupted triumph can 
rest upon any banners, however fortified by skill and 
made unconquerable by valor. If, in the instance here 
recorded,the smile of Victory seem for a time to have 
rl-enied it's accustomed 1?-harms, it should be our recollec
tion that its return can searcely be either slow or doubtfui 
till arms it has in so many instances delighted to crown 
with a brilliancy which will never fail to erradiate the 8D

,!lilJS of American warfare. 
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John Carver, 3d. John Churchill, AbijahMarkham, 
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Daniel Wildman,jr.Giles Gardner, Joseph Wells, 

Bridgeport. Ansel Hurlburt, Runey Wetherill, 
Ephraim Knap. Russell Hills, Jabez Williams, 

Canterbury. Samuel Hall, Dayid Wyllys. 
James Aspenwall. Jesse Hall, Ellington. 

Canaan. D. B. Holister, Arckluss Petcher, 
Ebenezer PomeroyJessee Hurd,jr. Enfield. 

Chatham. N. Hauselkuse, Moses W. Beckley, 
George Bell, Chauncey Hills, .James M. Chester, 
George Bidwell, Joel Jones, Elisha Halton, 

. Chauncey Beach, Joel Jacobs, John King, 
Samuel Buck, William Kellogg, Asa Meacham, 
Enos Brainard, Johc. Kay, Abial Pease, 
William Case, nf. P. MartheI', R. &. L. PRr5CDS 

Erick Cornwall, Charles Munn, &. Co. 
Hh 
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Emily HoIister, Joseph Smirh, 
Zeiel Howss, Franklin ~haylor, 
Joseph Hilbourn, Samuel Veits, 
Abel Lewis, John Wiliion,jr. 
David Lovelands, Samuel W oodrulf, 
Mathew Miller jr. Charles Washburn. 

Farmington. Benjamiu Moseley, Groton. 
Jonathan Eames, .Joseph Mitchell Asa L. Avery, 
Augustus Bidwell, Isaac Olcott, Christopher Avery, 
N oadiah Bird, Nathaniel Porter, John Balber, 
E. Cowles, &. Co. Joel Porter, Noyes Barber, 
.James K. Camp, David Pease, Elijah Baily, 
Jonathan Oowles, B. Risley,2d. Franklin Burdick, 
Chauncey Deming, James -Robinson, .(\.Ifred Baily, 
Eben Feiid, William Smith, NaLG. Chipman, 
Gt'orge B. Gleason,Samuel Sellew, Elisha Chester, 
Alfred Hull, Jedediah Smith, John Hudson, 
Jeremiah Humason,Benjamin B. Smith,Alvert Latham, 
Benjamin Lalimore,ElishaStocking, Daniel Latham, 
Porter &. Norton, Zadock Stocking, David Mitchill, 
Noah L. Phelps, Mary Stratton, He.ry Niles, 
Alford Rose, Walter Stevens, Luke Perkins, 
Sylvester Sbephard,Rachel Treat, Christopher White, 
William Standley, David Taylor, S. S. Walworth. 
Pomroy Strong, Nancy Taylor, Guilford. 
Chfuncey Sweet,Jesse Vibbert, George Bassett, 

'·GZa8lenbury. Elnathan Wheelor, 1'homas .Burgis, 
Justus Blin, Joseph Whitney, lIeman Coe, &. Co. 
John Case, Calven Whitney, Darius Crampton, 
Chauncey Dudley, John Wheat, Jonathan Crampton, 
Benjamin Ellis, Granby. Usher Conklin, 
Israel Fox, ,Phineas Andrus,.2. Darius Coe, 
Israel Goodrich, Robert Church, Ralph I. Chittenden 
.Jesse Gains, Peter Drown, .John R. Chittenden, 
Elisha Hale, James H. Halcomb,Charles A, Dodd, 
Gideon Hale, John F. Halcomb, Wm. G. Frazier, 
Ebenezer Hale, Erastus Halcomb, Luke FieltJ, 2d. 
'Timothy Hale, James Lewis, 6. Curtis Fairchild, 
.Jehid Hale, Pliny Newton, Alvah B. Goldsmith 
Thomas Hale, Nathaniel Prjl:;;, Stephen Gri8wold, 
Alvin Hunt, Allen Robbins, Eher Hotchkiis. 
:Elija~ Holister, Nathaniel Sotey, Jt:.;;se Jay, 
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Elisha Parmelee, George Benton, 2d.Charles Dodd, 
Harvey Pllrmelee, Francis Bancraft, Thomas Dodd, 
Rosseter- Ptirmelee,Jason Bunce, Joseph Day, 
Horace Peck, Nehemiah Bryant, Enoch Dewey, 
Martin Page, Jonathan Butler, 2d.Johll DUfI-ie, 
:Russell Spencer, Benjamin Bishop, Moses Dorr, 
Timothy Stone, 3d.Zemis Brace, Danie! D€IH:~', 
Taber Smith, John Brag, n. B. Dimmock, 
David Woodward,. William Benham, Joseph Dalliby, 
Ozias Whed{Jn, Giles Barnes, Alenson Eimer, 
Agur Wildinp.D, W m. Balch; Hannah Ervin, 
Chapman Warner, Tymothy Bryant, SamuellV[ Elmore, 

Hartford. John Bowles, 2d. Joseph ElmOl·c, jr.· 
Augustus Averill, Charles J. COlH', Abel Flint, 
John Anderson, Freeman Cracker, Asa Farewell, 
'I'im. Anderson,jr. S. W. Candoo, Luther Freeman, 
Augustus Andrus, Thomas Chester, Horace Ferry, 
Samuel Atkins, John Caldwell, Chloe Filly, 
Allyn Bacon, E Colt, Edmund Ferry, 
.TonuthanBrace, E. P. Corning, George Flagg, 
I. D. Bull, George Collier, John Flagg, 
Orin Beckly, Clarisa 'Clark, Ebenzer .Faxon, 
Dudly Buck, George Catlin, Elias Fl"ink, 
Jere-miah Brown, Leonard Curti's, 'l'homas Faxon,-
Daniel Bunce, jr. Shubael Corning, Jl)hn Fitts, 
Joshua P. BumharoGeol"ge Corning, James W. Graham, 
.Joseph Belden, Asher COl', Jeremiah Graves, 
Rufus Bunce, Henry Corning; John I.\'I Gannet, 
George Barnard, H. Child, George Goodwin.. 
Wm. H. Brace, Whiting Clark, S. F Griswold, . 
Charles Bacon, Roswell Curtis, R. E. Goodwin. 
J. & I. Bolles, Joel Carter, jr, George Goodwin~;,. 
Joseph :auDce. William Coming, James Geer, 
AlbroA. Bradly, M. F. Cogswell, Joseph Gill1ert, 
George Bacon, Barna Collins, Samuel Galpin, 
Samuel Butler, Roderic Colton, James GOOdIYill, 
Horace Be~kwith, Cook & Church, Aaron Goodman, 
Edw. S. Bellamy; William Chapman, Edlvin Gaylord, 
Levi Bunce, '.rimothy Chapin Benjamin Gilbel·t, 
Catherine Bigelow, Phips Deming, Moses Goodwin, 
Ebenezer Bryant, EnosJloolittle, Solomon Goodrich, 
Jede4iiah BiDgbam,Theron Demin~, John Goodwill, 2d. 
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Asa Goodwin, Jesse Lyman, Horace Seymo{gs 
Wait Griswold, Joseph Lynde, Samuel Slater, 
H. Huilson, Elijah Loomis, Robart Silcock, 
.James B. Hosmer, W m. l\'losely, Beppy Steele, 
Philo Hillyer, Daniel Miller, Melisa Sikes 
Horatio G. Hale. Nathan l\Iorgan, Seth Swetser, 
H. A. Huntington, Sidney Merrill, S. H. Stocking, 
J. Hemps~ed, jr. Eber Moore, John Spencer, 
_-lsa Hopkins, U zal Minel', Stephen Spencer, 
Daniel Hophins, David W. Moor, C. Seymour, 
l~('muel Hurlburt, Adontjah Moody, John Jmith, 
Minor Hillard, William B. May, S. H. Spencer, 
Robart Harris, Elisha Mix, Daniel Stedman, 
James D. Hurlburt,G. W. Maynard, Roderick'Seymonr, 
Noah Humphrey, Hf'nry Mires, Homas Stire, 
Daniel Hinsdale, jl'.Sarnuel Mix, 'V. Stephenson, 
Nathan Johnson, John Marsh, jr. Russell Skinner, 
")ilaB W. Johnson, Sylvester H. Mills, John St€ele, 
Eli Jo11l180n, George L. Meigs, Richard Shepard, 
.Davis Johnson, John Nott, Asa Smith, 
Elihu Johnson, Frederick Oaks, Amureth Smith, 
Alfred Janes, Francis L. OImsted,LuciU!~ Shepard, 
Henry Jollnson, T. W Putnam, Chester Seymour, 
Abner Jones, Jes.sc Porter, Lucy Steele, 
~v ebster &. John· N. A. Phelps, jr.'l'im. Sedgwick, jr. 

SOil, Joseph Pratt jr. Ruth Sedgwick, 
Milton Jennings, E!, azer Porter, Ethan Smith, 
John 1\'1. Johnson, Lyman Parsons, Wm. Stedman, 
Ch:ll'les Jabine, Blij3h Purchase, Eben'r. Sedgwick, 
A. K;!1i':-bli~Y, Gfllrg,'" J. Patten, John Steele, 211. 
San;!lcl Kelh'~g jr. Sylvestf'r 'V. Riley,Romanta Seymour, 
D:lvid h'l')X, Russell Robbins, 6 'Theodol'e Spencer, 
J'\or;nan Knox, Seth Riehards, Samuel Steele, 
~.~ii::z~~r KiD;::~bury, Mervin Rick, John Sheffield, 
:, n-r'lI·E.e:r,;;:~, Ephraim Root, Jona. Sheffield, 
G. S. K{'nlled~.·, CLaudl!'\' Rose, Joseph Trumbull, 
Nnr<:1 Vbra, ·W. J~ewis Roberson. S .. lh Terry, 

H2l ii'':-';'ll, Frellerick Robbins, Russell Talcott, 
C.l'",i,'l1 Lee, I. L. Skiner, John'l'homas, 
.1'lIHit.haJl Law, Jared Scarborough,Amon Thrasher, 
SimeClll L L:_"'mis,Is~ael Sto~'k~llg, H?race .Taylor, 
lehubc}u Lyman, l\-hcllud Shcp1lnJ, V. m Tmker, 



CONNECTICUT. $17 

lUosesTf'YO'J, Pierpont Hollister, David Cl'oweley, 
Nathan Tinker, Wm. Joues, Julius Church, 
Diodat Tayler, Chester Lyman, John Cook, 
Fred~ Vanho1'll, Amariah Miller, C. C. Gates, 
James Wens, Normand Olmsted, Mathall L. Foster, 
Daniel WadswGI-th, Job Porter, Phiftehas Gates, jr. 
J. R. Woodbridge, Joseph Perry, Jonah Gates, 
Spencer Whiting, George Rich, Darius Gates, 
David WatkinsoD, Samuellliley, Wm. Hall, 
George White, Elisha Risley, Elisha Johnson, 
Erastus Wheeler, Stephen Simonds, Sylvanus Lindsley. 
:Pred'k. Wadsworth,Reuhen Stedman, Thomas Mosely~ 
Robert Waterman, Haddam. George Morgan, 
James S. Wiekham,David Bonfrey, John Marshall, 
James H. Welles, Samuel Colton, Cephas. Niles, 
Harry Winship, J & S Huntington, 6Wm. Olmsted, 
James Winship, Ezra Kelcey, Wm. Palmer •. 
Ashbel Wells, Rinus Parmelee, 12.Asa Smith, 
Joseph Whiting, jr. Selden Skinner, Daniel M. Seely, 
John Whitman, Samuel Spencer, Sylvanus Tinker, 
Elisha Wells, jr. EWlt-IIaddam. Amasa Warner,. 
Dyer White, .Tehiel Amable, Aaron Watson, 
Joseph Webster, Elijah Ackley, jr. Hamden. 
John vVeaver Charles Atwood; Levi Balding, 
Lemuel vVhite D. C. Blakeslee, Joseph Ball, 

EWli-Hartford. . Horace Belden, Jotham Fenton, 
Samuel F. Allen, Jesse Bigelow;. Lyman Ford, 
Daniel Bidwell, Jos. Brainard, Aaron Fuller, 
Walter Burt,. Oliver Brainel'll; Maj?r Goodsell, 
Betsy Butler, Joseph Brainerd, 6. Andrew Hopkins. 
Matthew G. BackusNoah Bulkeley, Adna Johnson, 
Chauncey Bryant, Robert B ChapmanNathan KipgsbNry, 
Eli Cheney, Newel Cone, Martin Leonard, 
Stephen Cowles, Sylvester ChapmanIsaac Newell, 
Catherine Cullio, Robert D. Cone, Benjamin Smith, 
Elijah Dewey, Reuben Champion, Jacob Whiting, 
Chester Drake,. W m. Church, 6. H'IIJ) ,IiOIl, 
Eli Evens, .Dan Chadwick, Roswell Bill, 
Justin Easto!l,jr. Orin Chapman, 6. Simeon Burnham, 
Hart Forbs, Asa Chapman, Nathlm U. Clark, 
Wm. FlllIer, William Church, Jonathan Clark, 
Rhoda Green, G. L. Chapman, David Simons. 
Fpaphras Hills, H h 2 
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Killingsworth. Wm. Rew, Aferriden. 
John E. Bray, Lewis Stone, Isaac I. Hough, 
Hubbard Bradley, Wm. Smith, MiddletO'YlfYI. 
Henry Brown, Amzy Smith, Elisha Austen, 
Elias Bushnell. Wm. Ward,jr. Ichabod Avery, 
Benjamin· Dewolf, R. L. Whaples. Nathan S. Angell, 
James Farnam, Longmeadow. William Beecher, 
James N. Griffin Saben Burt, 6. Butler B. Belden, . 
J03hua Gladding, John Burt, Samuel Boardman, 
Jos~ph Hillard, Gaius Bliss, Asahel C. Bates, 
Oliver Hull, Daniel Barker, O. D. Beebe, 
Isaae Redfield, 6. Levi Baker, Charles Brewer, 
David Rossetter, Chauncey Bliss, William Bishop) 
Wm. Willcox, Levi Case, Manoah Brace, 
John Waterhouse, G &. W. Colton, Eleazer Badger, 

Lebanon. Demas Colton, Elizur Barnes, 
Peter C. Brown, Jesse Cady, Elijah Bemiss, 
Roxana Lathrop, Caleb Cooley, Louden Bailey, jr. 
Denison Wattles, jr.Simon Colton, John Bound, 

Lisbon. I;:.aac Caskins, W. R. Beach, 
John Cady, Elijah Field, John Butler, 
'Waterman Hyde, I. &. D. Gates, C. Beebe, 
Harriot lHorgan, Ste(lheu Keep, Abraham 'BroWll, 
James Stel~on, Amos Parker, Lewis Clark, 
Freeman 'l'l'acy, Samuel C. StebbinsOliver Cook; 
'1'homas C. Wilber, Levi E. Taylor, John Church, 

Litchfield. Walter White, Stephen Crittenton, 
Luman Agard, Lyme. Giles Cone, 
Harry Buckley, James Maynard, Alfred COlIe, 
Almon Balliwin, Gilbert Smith, 6. Samuel Cotton, 
Lewis Beecker, .~larlbomugh. Thomas ChillJ, jr. 
Erastus Bradley, Otis Alvord, Joseph Crandall, jr . 
.fohn Cunningham, ~,a Culver, Calvin Cornwell, . 
. 1.>hn Churchiil, jl'. Joseph Carrier, Samuel Cooper, . 
Dan. Huntillgton,jr.H. W. Fanning, Elihu Cotton Jr. 
C. Hotchki,'", Roger Eoote, George Durrie, 
Precilllln Kilhorn, Asa Foole, Eleazer Doud, 
Isaac lYhm:h, AlI:n House, Oliver C. Denslow, 
Z~nas NeaJ,'ia,/...ifcdrJ. Richard DiIlan, 
Elias lWNeal, John Anuerson, Franklin Deming, 
Uavid Perry, Aaron Janes, Abel Edwards, 
Virgil Peek, jr; Marvin Shumway, Cypnan Qalpin, 
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Samuel Gaylord, John S. Sumner, Oliver Overton, 
Willism Gaylord, Ambros Seymour, Silas Oviath, 
Benjamin Graves, Edwin Smith, Samuel Peck jr. 
Ashly Gibbs, Quartus Smith, Michael Peck, 3d. 
Benjamin HuU, Daniel H. Smith. Ebenezer Stur!!:es, 6 
Samuel Humphrey,Amasa Savage, Daved Stoughton, 
I. B. Johnson, . Aaron R. Savage, Mary Stow, 
'VilJiam Jones, Jesse Savage, Wm. Strong, 
Jehiel Johnson, Jacob '.rhompson, Joseph 'Yhiting, y. 
Stehbins Johnson, Samuel Trask, J. Whiting, 
John Lees, Walter Woodworth, Mantt·ilk. 
William Little, Asa White, Josiah L. Baker, 
Samuel Landers, Thomas \Vhite, Samuel Comstock, 
Noah Lucas, Jacob White, 2d. W. 'Y Haught~n, 
Isaac Matoon, William B. Hart,G.George G. Latimer, 
Henry 8. Nichols, John Warner, Caleb Mapels, 
Nathltniel Newbury,Isaac Warner, Betsey Ransom, 
Ashbel Post, Samuel T oung, David Turner, 
John Pran, Milford. New-Haven. 
J.:mes Parcells, Philip Bull, William C. Atwat~i', 
John Phillips, S. Burkingham, Moses Blee('her, jr. 
E. M. Pomeroy, Lyman BI'adley, Isaac Bassett, 
Charles Penfield, David L. Bal<lwin, LelTlon Chatfield, 
Barnni Plume, I. Bull, Joseph N. Clark, 
William Rainy, Wm. Bush, ,Joel Cook, 
Samuel W. Russell,F. CoggsJlall, Samuel Chapman, 
Phineas Ro!;lerts. Amanda Davidson, Solomon Davis, . 
Noadiah Roch-well Mason A. Durand, Julius Darrow, 
Richard Rand, Francis M. French, James English, 
T. Richardson, Wm. H. Fowler, Aaron English, 
Horace Stocking, S8.Il)uel B. Gunn, Waterman Eddy, 
William Stonard, 2dStephen Hooker, Nehemiah B Fish€l.', 
A. Savage y. John Hepburn jr. EQenezer Fisher, 
John S. Sage, Noah Kelsey, Miles Gorham, jr. 
Jabez Stra~tol), Elj Lockwood, C. Hequembourg jt. 
61iver Smitl;1, Wm. M. Mills, Reuben Hall, 
Asa Sage David MiI1s, Gorham & Hooker, 
W. R. Swathel, .;ainajah Mallery, E7iekiel Hotc.hkiss, 
Benjamin SueIls, JInson Merwin, Stephen Hine, 
Alpbeus Shumway,lohn J. Minor, 6. WyIlys Hotcbkjse, 
John H. Sumner, Miles, Strong &. John Hubbard, 
James P. Starr, ~Jesl 6. GeQrge Jo!w.,on, 
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Joshua lWKee, Joha French, Richard Savage, 
Ransom Lines, John Ferguson, jr. Joseph Sistare, 
Shubel Lines John A. Fulton, Asa Spencer, 
Zadok Mack, Joshua Holt, Renry P. Thher" 
~l\iam Mansfield, WylJys Hall, Isaac Thomson, .2d. 
Btldington & PoIly,Orlando Hailam, Benjain'l'urpin, 
William Peckham, Nathan Howell, 'l'homas Williams, 
Stephen S. Porter, Thomas Hempsted,Samuel Whit€, 
EglJert D. Peck. J. Hempsted, .2d. Nancy Williams, 
Aaron S. Raymolld,David Harris, Joseph Williams, 
R\ce, Stone, &, Co. Colby C. Holms, Joshua M. Young, 
Edmond Smith, George I. Jewett, Wm. YOIDJg, 
Ebenezer Thayer, Chester Kimball, Norwalk. 
William 'Walter jr. Gurdon Kimball, A. &. N. Beers, S. 

New-London. Chester Kimball, jrAmmon Benedict, 
Enos Avres, Daniel Keeney, 3d. Levi Clinton, 
David Adams, jr. W m. Lax, Thomas Fitch, 
Harrinton Austin. Asa Lay, Samuel R. Gibbs, 
Jeremiah Brainard, 'l'homas Luvin, John W. Hanford, 6 
Charles Butler,. Hustin Lewis, Stephen Johnson, 
Chauncey Butler, E .. L. Manwarring, Joseph Keeler, 
Wm. Butler, Alanson Miller, WilliamLockwoo~ 
L. H. Bulkeley, John l\lanierre, Alfred Malleery, 
John O'Brine, E. P. Miner, Benjamin St. John, 
Hubbi! Brooks, Elisha Miller, Norwich. 
Amos Baldwin, Amasa Dliller, 6. Timothy Andrews, 
c. Baldwinjr. 2. John Mason, 2d. Wm. Albertson, 
Samuel Coit, 2d. N. Otis, Samuel Allen,. 
Alfred Chester, Joshua Potter, Gurdon Armstrong) 
Wm. C. Coster, James Pette~ L. Armstrong, 
Wm. H. Clark, Alfl'ed Pember, Jabez Armstrong,jr, 
Elihu Crocker, David Prentis, Oliver Avery, 
Josiah Clarke,jr. ~imbell Prince, Giles Buckingham, 
Charles Cobb, Henry Roberts, Seabury Brewstet·, 
John Coit, Cbarles Reed, j~, Wm. C. 800ft, 
Samuel Coit, Zepha. Risley, Eleazer Bushnell, 
•. CI'reker, John Robertson, John D. Brown, 
James Dennison, Zebadiah Rodgers, Thomas Burnham, 
Pe<:.l'c., Darrow, Jonathan Stan', jr. Simon nackuf';, 
George Dest-in, Nath. Saltonstall, Chal'les BUI'diok, 
Charles Dart, . J, B. Sbeffield, James N. Barber, 
Ephraim 1\1. Frinkj W m. StolJQnlW, Joho Backus, 
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Oliver Batty, Phileman Hal-ens, John Webb, 
James F. Brown, Gilbert Huntington, B. P. Wattles, 
Er&stus Coit, Edward Harland, Joseph'ViIliam!lr 
Joseph Chester, George D. Harris, Caleb'VoodwOl"t!'J,' 
Horace Colton, - Philip Huntington, Henry 'Yard, 
'l'homas Cowdrey, Ebenezer Hyde,jr. John Yale, 
Wm. Clegg. Vine Hovey, Theophilus Yale, 
H. L. Champlin, Natbl. Henrick, Plair.field. 
Wm. ColIyhan, Eben'r. Hempsted, 'Vro. Bliss, 
George W. Clark, James Huntington, John Bastholic, 
John Cox, Shubael Hibbard, Silas Bailey,jr. 
I. P. Chapman, Park Lucas, John Cleveland, 
Wm. Chipman, Ebedezer Lathamr Oliver Coats, 
I. R. Comstock, Jacob Lumbard, Rufus D~vison, 
Wm. Chapman, Mathew LeffingwellJoel Dimmock, 
Samuel Case, Elias Lo?d, \Vilbpr Eldrid, 
Samuel Chal'leton, Daniel Leach, Nathaniel French, 
Abner Crawley, Simon Lathrop, Arnold Fenner, 
Ann Calkins, Leonard Lamb, 'Ym. Hopkins, 
Daniel A. Cary, Lura Larcumb, Allen Harris, 
Jedediah Corning; Ahel Malison, Wm. Harris, 
I. Cas wold, Thus. Marshall, jr. Samuel Hartshorn, 
I. F. Coney, Samuel Manning, Reuben Jephersoll, 
Mecijah Davis, James Maples, John Lester, 6. 
Hannah Dunham, John Nichols, John Mash, 
G. W. Daniels, Betsy Newbury, Henry C. Miller, 
Gilbert Denison, L. M. Rockwell, Gideon Moury, 
Joshua Davis, Dyar Raymond, James Ormsbee, 
Derutha Edgerton, Jnseph Rogers, Ransom Perkirut, 
Gurdon Edgerton, Henry Reonalds, Sanford Pearce, 
Wm. Edgerton, Samuel Story, jr. N. C. Pearce, 
James Fowler, Joseph Streamback,Chester Park, 
James Felimore, Charles Sherman, John Paine, 
George Gilbert, Roger Smith, Damel nead, 
Thomas Gavit, 'Nathan Story, Joseph Robertson, 
Asa Gavit, Caleb Snell, Isaac Smith, 
Daniel D. Gifford, Nalhaniel Tray, Waterman Sbepard 
Charles Godell, Albert Turney, 'Vm. Stewart, 
Judah Hart, Cary Throop, Reuben Scott, 
Ephraim Harris, Simond Thomas, 2dHarvcy Shepard, 
.~elix A. HuntingtonErastu8 Torrey, Daniel Wilcox, 
EtijahHerick, David Taber, Bellnet Wheeler, 
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Brownel \VilkinsonTitus Seym011r David Willi!lms, 3d 
Pomfret. L. Smith. Charles Whittlesey. 

Daniel Perrin, jr. 6, Warren, Some/'s. 
Gurdon Robinson, 6David Hopkins. Noah Bulkley, 

Presion. Saybrook. Vashni Hall 
Abraham S. Avary,John Bull, Sterling. 
Erastus Bailey, Daniel Bate&,' \Vheaton Bailey' 
Lyman Bacon, Levi Bucking:ham, Cyres Bates 
Haddeus C. Brace, Eben'r. Bushnell, 2dGurdon Bailey 
Henry Baker, Jabez Bushnelf, Nathan Renchlull 
N. C. Bowen, Gameliel Conklin, Elias Blanchard 
Chester Butts. 'Vm. Crane, Samuel Filhur 
\Vedim Clali{jr. Bani Denison, Stephen G. Feld 
John Coming, Sprague G Fish, George S. Seymour 
John Clapp, E7ieki~1 Glover, Nathan "Ti!l.Jour 
Leonard Edwards, Richard Hayden, CA. \Vhitman 
Frederick Fanning, '\Tm. B. Hayden, Su.f!ielil. 
William Field, Elihu In,!1;ham, Thomas Archel',jr. 
Asa W. Fanning, Samuel Loomis, Stephen Adams, 
Samuel Green, W. Latimer, Shelden Bement,' 
Clark Kinney, E. S. Marther, George Bradley, 
John Keigwin, 6. Jesse 1\'IU1'I'ay, Justin Granger 
J~~onard Kegg, Asa Pratt, Horace Hosmer 
.Phincss Money, Sely Post, J{)seph Harris 
Rob .... rt Money, Farnham Parmalee,Christopher Jonea 
John Packer, Lines R Pratt, Jonah King, jr. 
Henry Pailner, Humphrey Pratt, Amos Sikes 
James Read, 2d. George Read, Chauncey Stites, jr. 
Joseph Shnons, Aaron Stevens, JVarren. 
Russel Starke, G. Southworth, ~d. Davi.l Hopkins 
John L. Spencer, Noah Scovell. IVateiford. 
John SclHllfieM; Felix Starkey, D. G. Otis. 
George Skinner, Alflheus Starkey, Wnteriow71. 
Ezra 1\'1 Spalding, George Spencer, Andrew Bryan. 
Ranuolph '~ailor, Daniel Rpencer, We.ther.ifidtl. 
Giles B. Tanner, Noah Starkey, David Aledf's 
Newton ';'oUl1ellattsCharles Tiley, Samuel Bult 
Miner 'VaIden OlivCl' 'Vill~on, John Bulkl~y 
John S. 'Villiams E7.ra \VilIi:lIDs, Richard Bunce 

Plymouth. EI'astus \Villiams, Simeon Butler 
Bela llIal{esJee Richard V,Tilliams, Joha Bnardman 
Leverit: Bi~llOl' A. P. WiHiarus~ 2d.Ho;,£a BlinFl,jr. 
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;John Builer' 'Georjl;e Rhodes Wm.Hayden 
Wm. Biinn Henry Robbins Benjamin Harget 
Levi Blinn Allen Riley Dver Harris 
.JosephBuckley Eben'r. Stillman Eii Hoskins 
Frederick Buckley James 'l'reat Amos Hatheway 
Allen Belden Timothy Wright Lymall Loomis 
Abraham Crane, Thomas "Varner Ira Loomis 
Elisha Coleman Chester Wells D. Lawrence jr. 
Simeon Churchill, Th(}HNls Wells, 2d.Joshua Latham 
Timothy Clarke Leonaru \Vells Allyn M. Martber,:s 
,\Vm. Coney, Horace \VelJs Naum Moor jr. 
Joseph Dimmock Henry Wells -Po Newton jr. 
Luke Fortune Joseph 'N ens Richard Niles 
Harvey Dickerson Sherman Wells 'Vm. P0I1er 
Samuel Dimmo.k 'Vdls \-Varner E Palmer 
Daniel Francis Elisha 'Voolcott, Benjamin Palmer 
Ira Fortune Windsor. Alvey Rowland 
Sime{}D Francis "Vm. T.AJIyn Oliver Strong 
Jas. Francis J. H. Andrews ;Richltrd G. Smith 
Mathew Francis Joseph S. Avery Hylus Stiles 
Daniel Fuller "Vm. S. Benton. Abner Squire jr. 
Eleazer Goodrich Daniel Bflrker T. B. Stl'kkland 
Oliver Goodrich Richard Butler Chester Soper 
Jesse Goodrich Philip Barnes Henry L Soper 
Joshua Good!'ich Jerijah Bar~er Walter Warner 
Israel Goodrieh Hooker Clark Elijah \Vridge 
Levi Goodrich Grove Clark Lo('mis ~Varner 
J arne;; G, iswolt1, 2rl. Zophar Case Barnabas '\Vbiting 
Thoma...;; Griswold Tbeodore ,Caldwell Hezekiah 'Wells 
George Griswold, 2dSamuel Colton, jr. Moses Wilson 
Moses Griswold David Drake, jr. Ebenezer Young 
George Hills llildafl Dral,e, E(/st-Windsor. 
John Harris I,emuel Drake Harber Allen 
Samuel Han-ison Martin Denslow, jr.George B. Atwell 
Moses Hurlbutt Israel DillIe A~a Dow 
Uzziel Havens Giles Elsworth -John Brown 
Levi Hatch Pitts Fuller John Bates 
Frederic Hale Alliel D. Griswold Rufus Chafee 
Jesse l'tI'Intire 'Vm. Gl'iswGld Jes-e Charlton 
I,ymtn North Henry I-hbey Ch~rles Cooley 
Henry Olmsted Henry Hosmt-r Dallid French 
Richard Price Anson B. Hayllcn NI)J:lman Fish 
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Henry Gilman Stillman Blake Hoel Smith 
Epaphras Grant David .cutting Brimfield. 
Dalvin Gibbs Wheton Cozzens Samuel Patten 
NicholasGardner Apollus Cushman Dedham. 
Caniel Gardner John Draper,jr. Paul Ellis 
Joel Holkin, 6. Ellihu Daggett, jr. DigMon. 
Eli B. Haskall S. O. Draper Hezekiah Anthony 
Charles Jenks Ira Draper Smith Capron, 6. 
Bishop Johnson Ebenezer Draper Samuel 'ViIliams. 
John C. Kingsbury Thomas French East-Hampton. 
Luke Loornis Joab Fuller Samuel Bartlett 
Stodard Lord Israel Hatch St:nomon.Clarke 
Elijah l..athrop Leprilete Hunt James Clapp 
Chauncey Munsell Elias Ingraham Uriel Clark 
Samuel More Elijah Ingraham Solomon Ferry 
'Vm. 'Parsons Joseph Lang Obadiah lanes, 2d. 
P. Parsons Lemuel May Justis Lyman 
Daniel Phelps Thomas C. Martin Daniel Lyman 
Augustus Prior A. Richardson,jr. Joel Parsons,jr. 
James Pelton Edward RichardsonIchabod Wright 
Martin Rockwell Otis Robiooon Fairllaven. 
Elijah F. Reed, 2d.John Richartlson Samuel Bortlen 
CUI·tis Skinner John R. Robinson Andrew Backus 
Wm. M. Strong Ezekiel-Rubinson John Bresfer 
Wareham StrQng Amos Sweet James Church 
Noah Smith, 6. Samuel Tingley Sylvanus Hitch 
David Stoughton Joseph Witherell Michael Hammond 
Ashbel Trenton Eaton Whiting William l\1itchill 
Anson Thomson Bellingham. Jo-nathan Pope 
Silas Wells Truman Clark William Staples 
James \VatsonTyler Daniels John Taber,jr. 
James \Vhipple Boston. Cyrus \\- hite 

l\IA"sACHUbETTS Rodney Buckly Luther Wi\;;on, 6 
.H.tUehorouglt. A!!ustus Hurr W. White & Co. 6 

John Alexander David Culton Framinghant. 
Bf'nj. Balkcom J~lhn Da\'is Samuel Murdock 
Daniel Babcock John Farnsworth Franklin. 
Jesse Brown Charlb Larkin Bethuel Boyd 
Darius Briggs, jr. .lohn B. Lord Dali3 Thayer 
Andrus Bowen Jacob -Pratt Granville. 
B. M. Brown Benjamin Pike Jobn S~lden 
'Vm. Blackinton,j!'.Nathauie.!. Payne St€pheu Furner 
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Hadley. Elias Taylor jr. Asahel Adams, 6. 
Rohart Cook Calvin Wait Bele Beals -
James Cook Lyman White Asa Beals 
Elijah Dickinson Ezra White Otis Chapin, 6. 
Levy Dickinson Josiah White Daniel Clark 
Joseph Eastman 2d...'\.mos C. WhitmoreSamuel Fisher, Jr. 
Artemas Estabrook Hatfield. 'Villard Gay 
David Jones Ziba Allen Howard Hickson 
Giles C. Kellogg Seth Bardwell Amos Harding 
Calvin Marsh Joseph Billings Joel Hunt 
Cotton-Nash Otis Brown Oliver 5. Hars 
Theodore PartridgeWilliam Beals Nahum Howard 
Thomas Reynolds Elisha Bates, jr. Luther Haws 
Oliver Smith Jared C. Burdick Joseph Hacket 
William Smith CornilJus Chapins David Onion 
Eli t'- Enos Smith John D. Curtis Timothy M. Puffer 
Joseph Smith Pliny Day Ziba Partridge 
John Shipman Elijah Dicldnson Charles Richardson 
Caleb Smith William Dickinsen Sewall Sanford 
Lellluel Warner Caleb Dickill~on Stephen Sanford 
Elihu 'Warner Moses Field, Cephus Thayr 
Cook & Warner Erastus Graves Joseph 'V. 'Vight 
Daniel 'Vhite,jr. Solomon Graves Jonathan "Vhite 
Samnel Wood Samuel Graves Mendon. 

South· Hadley. John Howland, jr. Baalis Bullard 
Robert Brainard Horatio G. Knight W. Bennet 
Roland Brown Moses Morton vYealthy Carvel' 
Aaron Bartlett 'Villiam Morton Oliver Gardner 
Arunath Co!lins 1\loses Strong I"ucius Ingalls 
JJseph Clarke Oliver Smith Joseph Ingraham 
Tbeophilus Graves Henry Wilke, jr. Paul F. Kimball 
Mathew Ke!bg~ Elijah \Vhite Robert Lawton 
Vfm. Knight Le~'erelt. Peleg Peekh3.1l) 
Samuel Knight Hemy Puffer James Salsbury 
Frederiek Loomer LudiolV. Hpnry 'l'hayr 
John Preston Ephraim Gates Naham 'l'hayl' 
Horace P:,rsons Medfield. James Tharber 
Warren Smith Enoch }1:·.llardMoses 'l'alloIn 
Joel W. Sm,ith George Ellis Giles Thurpin 
Hiram Smith Samuel Johnson \Varren Tisdale 
Ralph Snow, 6. JlIedway. Olney \V. Paine 
Rai!l!l Steb~illS Caleb Albee Wimam Wht't'lc~' 
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Samuel Whelock Eben'r. Campbell George Par50ns 
Midillebarough. Joseph C. Clark Nathaniel Phelps,jr. 

Joseph Bourn, 6 .. Joshua Curtis Ebenezer Phelps 
Le\'iPierce,6. Dean Caswell Seth Russell 
B. Shepard,jr. ,6. Morris Clapp Wm. Rose, 2 . 

.;Uilj'wd. James Clapp Levi Russell 
Samuel Penneman Lemuel Clapp Nathan Storrs 

New-Bedfwd. Zenas Clapp Elisha Smith 
W. &. G. Allen Eben'r. Clapp,jr. Samuel Spencer· 
lIezekiah Babcock Warham Clapp George, Smith 
Caleb Bryant Anselm Clapp Joseph StroI1l 
J. l\I.Cbaloner Chester Clark Bela Strong 
:Barney Cory Benjamin Clark John Symmes 
W m. Gordon Sydenham Clark Asenath Sanford 
John Gilbert Alanson Clark Jesse B. Street 
Jabez Hammond Sereno Clark Zebilla Smith 
John Harrison Henry Chapin, jr. \Vatts Turner 
Samuel W. Heath Wm. Coolidge Noah WoICl~tt 
Caleb Jenny,jr. L. Carter Northbridge. 
)IiIes Jones John noak Ezra \V. Fletcher 
h~ac Kelnpton Luther Davis Ezra Fletcher 
Robinson Lewis Theodore Elder Norian. 
Gideon Nye Timothy Everett Nathan Dean,jr. 
Wm. C. Nye Gideon Edwards Lemuel Perry 
John Pickens Benjamin Edwards Zophar Skinner 
Nathaniel Perry Hermon Fisher Plainfield. 
MersClus Post George Force John Mack 
W ffi. Rotch, jr. H. T. Hooker Pwtsmouth. 
Nathaniel Rogers HanlY Hawks Samuel Clark 
Samuel Rodman Nahum Hayward Springfield. 
James Rissner Asa Jones Epaphroditus Allis 
Bennet Wilcox David Judd, 12. Edmund AUen,jr. 
Eliakim Willis Ezra Jewett Arthur Andrus 
Thos. vVoodbridgeDavid Kelton Caleb Alden 

Nwtham.pton. Enos Kingsley, jr. David Allen 
Robert Andrews 'Vm. M. Knapp Eliphalet Abby 
Charles J. Allen Rodney Leonard Johna. Bliss 
Abijah Brown Elisha Mo:gan Henry Bates 
Nathanit'l Baker George Millcome Urbana W. Butler 
George Bridgman Elisha Marther Elijah Blake 
Eli::;ha Babcock, jr.Jonathan Norwood Jeremiah Beals 
Henry Barnard Wm. \Y. Partrige Edward Bliss 
Edmund Crunpl!leU Rufus Phelps Harvey Bidwell 
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Wm. nail Zenas Hancock Da'Vid Rice 
Allen Bangs Lutber Hosmer 'William Rogers 
Uri Bishop Andrew Hydel 2d. Thomas Rogers 
David Barber Levi Jones Zinri Richmond 
Calvin Barret Stephen Jones James Russell 
Alfred Batcs John D. Jones Austin Stedman 
Benj. A. Bennet Abiram P. Knapp Henry Sargeant 
Charles Burnham SUI·minas King Caleb Stebbins 
'Valter Bates Mervin Kirklaml Aaron Spencer 
John Barlow VVilIiam Lloyde Russel Sage 
Jocl Brown Jabez Lame John S. Savory 
Joseph Carew. David Leonard Joroun Strong 
David Chapman Charles Lathrap Elijah Snell 
Henry Comstock Oliver Lathrop Alexander Stocking 
Levi Chandler Eli MOOl·e Henry Starkey 
John Crook Martin l\1osesJonn Sherret 
Amos Carru/h OUtill lUurphy David Sikes, jl·. 
Enoch Chapin Marvin Mudge Willard Sprout 
Zaphney 'Curtis Ora Morhoey Simon Sanborn 
li3amuel Carter Cyras Newell John Stebbins 
Jedediah Capen Svlvester Nash Gad Sacket 
Nathan Crocker Oiiver Newton Silas Templer 
Nathan ChaRdler Philip Oratt Benjamin S. Tufts 
Owen Dickinson Horace Os bone Norman Trask 
Caleb Ellison . James Otis Luther Vanhorn 
Jacob Easty 'Villiam Parks Jeremy \Varrincr 
Reuben N. ForwardCharles Packard Asa Wood, jr. 
Enoch Fletcher Naham Patch Elija Wilson 
Samuel Fuller Stepht'n J.'opl{in A. B. vVadswortll 
I"ewis Foster Asa Palsons James Wolcott 
'Vm. H. Fosler John Partrick Presel'l'"ed White 
Stephen Field Simeon Pomeroy Eber Ward 
John Grannells David Parsons Ariel Warner 
Pal'ley Grovenor Amos Putnam Luther Ware well 
Elisha Gunn Benjamin Phelps John H. Winslow 
Lewis GoodcnougbJoseph Pease Martin Whice 
Gideon Gardner Otis M. Quivey John Wood, lid. 
Timo. Herrington Horace Richardson Samuel Wardwell 
Samuel Hawkins George Reynold Nathan M. Wood 
Daniel Hartuny Joseph Roberts Calvin Wright, 211. 
Walter Hitchcock Sables Rogers West· Springfield. 
Ransley Hall- George R~ynolds Benjamin Ashley,jr. 
Ira Houss 
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Joseph Ashley, jr. Preston Smith Daniel Wiltlman,jt. 
Arauuah Allen Harry 8ti1esWalpole. 
:Benjamin J. Allen F. Steaphetison Michael Brown 
.Justin Ashley Henry Tuttle Ebenezer Battle 
Ira Braflley Chandler 'l'odd Harvy Clap 
Charles Brockett Luther Vanhorn Lazare Coste 
'l'heodore Bellows Elisha Winchel James R. Clark 
Oliver Bagg Jesse Whitman jr. Edward O. Cundall 
Linus Bal!;g Josiah L. Wamer Maynard B. Clap 
Ezekiel Bagg Sutton. Joseph "V. Gay 
~m.on Brooks John Whipple John Hunt 
Aaron Bagg Srvan/ry. Galon Mann 
Cabel Bliss John Kelton, jr. David Morse, jr. 
·W. Butler, Jr. Taunton. Samuel Parke' 
William S. Bowe David Andrus Henry Plimpton 
I,aac Bowe Eikanah Andrus Nathim Pond,2d 
Abraham Bagg Charles Babbitt Curtis Patridge 
}:li Burt Edward Crassman John Stevens 
John Cooper Benj~'lIniu Cooper Seth Smith, 2d 
¥leazer Day James Crossman Jonathan Wild, jr. 
Edmund Day Charles Cobb 'l'homas S. Webb 
Moses Day James Dean, jr. Wf'-oSlhamptol1, 
John Dorrell James Danforth Noah Cook 
Joel Darrow Hilliard Earl Williamshurgh. 
Hussell Ely Nathan Fisher Alfred H. Roilman 
Mulford E!drige Nath!llliel Fales Wrrnlham. 
Martin Ely James L.Hodges 6 Ray &. Clark 
Daniel E!y William C. Hood John Fisher 
John E'ty, jr. Samuel Hilt.on Joseph FeItt 
Jonathan E FelTY Jusiah L. James 6 Borak L. Pllllel' .AJ. 
Alha Kimball 6 Seth Johnson Nathan Farrington· 
Luth('r Lanp CharlEs Porter Aaron Farrington 
Josiah Loomis William Presbrey jr.HarvY Hayford 
Asa Leonard Billil1~;s Presbmy Samud Haws 
l~oswdll\1ors.an Zaclw's Richs.rdsonKollock Ide 
Asa Miller, f Josf'ph Reed, jr. 6 Henry Leman 
Edmund Palmer' John Reed Elias Metcalf 
I,lIth"r Philips J. W. Se"bury, jr. Har"y Re~d 
Joshua Street U. \Vashburn Daniel 'l'olman, jr. 
Joel Smith \ViIliam WashburnAllen TilIingh!lEi 
·Willilllll 8mith Henry \Vru;hbllrn 
J. Smith, jr. Isaac . Washburn, Jr. 
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NEW-YORK. James Black Sybrant Bleecker 
.9.1hany ~ Colonie. Francis Barnes Ellward Bulkley 

Samuel R. Adams Davill Blakeman Cbarles Boynton 
Pliney Allen Timothy Brigden Benjamin Burt 
Asa K. Allen Charles Blakley Jock Barbour 
Joseph Adams Baruch Bolster, jr. R. 'V. Brower 
Lucy Allen John Burt David Brown 
Samuel Adams Natll!. W Benton Lucretia Brainard 
Adams &. Crary' John Briant Elizabeth Blackhall 
David Angus Samuel Brimhall Myles Byrne 
Seth Arnold Mary-Ann Butler Samuel Bell 
Tilly Allen Margaret Barton Jonas Butterfield 
David Allen 6 Catharine Bell George W. Barnes 
Gilbert Ackerman Robert Boyd Calvin Butler 
Jacob B. Angus Elizabeth BrowningJohn Burt 
Oliver Andrews Azor Brown J. H. BrOlver 
Mathias Austin Sarah Brush Jno. Blackman 
Mathew Ashe Margaret Berry Hannah· E Colhoun 
Daniel Albertson Simon Bates Sbubael B. Coffin 
Amasa Albee SamuelBaxter JalUes Chambers 
Joseph Avery John W. 13arrie Samuel Cate 
Wm. Allanson Earl Bridges Elisha Craw 
Galen Avery Alex. H. Benedict John S. Colbath 
Andrew Abel Nathan Bullard Peter Cure 
Elizabeth Arnold Henry J. Bogart Thomas Calvin, 
John Alexander John Benoit Thomas Chambers 
Dennis Allen J. S. Burrell Luther Center 
Henry W. Bratt Alexander Beatty Joseph Crossett 
Roswell Babbit Allen Brown James Caldwell 
John Brown Miles Benjamin Smith Cogswell 
Isaac Burton Wm. Bigelow Daniel P. Clarke 
Wm Babb Catharine Bowne Francis Clow 
Isaac Brotherton John M. Beath Amos Choate 
Jonathan Burt John Browning Sarah Clark 
Harris Belote John Bootman Geo. D. Cannicha(ll 
Sarah Blakeman Charles Bruce Alex. Chestney 
G. V. S. Bleecker Jonathan Betton Robert Colling 
Hugh Bradford James Bloomer John D. M'Carson 
Samuel Bates John Bridgeford Henry Cronk 
Allen Bi"ownsoD Simeon Brown George Charles 
Austin Bonny Robert Brown Stephen {;ovel't 
James C. Bebee James G. Bishop John Clark 
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George Churchill Henry Dyre Timothy Fish 
John CIiffiJrd J obn Dennis Harriot Forbs 
.Tohn Cassidy Ralph Day Benoni B. Forman 
Jennet Courtney ']'homas Daw80n Thomas FrJer 
Margaret Courtney Ephraim Dewitt Elihu Frisbie 
Cornelius J. Cuylerl'homas Durand Benjamin Ferriss 
Maxon Grandall John Doig Abrm. B. Friday 
Fitch Coy Sophia Dyer 13ristol C. Fox 
!,'reeman S. CfenchLe\\'is Doty G~lbert Frost 
Benjamin Clench Joseph Dennison George Forsyth 
Davit.! Capron Rebecca Denney Timothy Fletcher 
.Tohn Clammony Robert Dunlap Hannah Friday 
\iVl!l. H. Crocker John Diekson Samuel A. Foot 
Mary Curreen R \\'. Davenport Abraham Failing 
llenjamin Capron 'l'homas Day,jr. Jonathan Fryer 
John S. Clark G. V. Deniston Isaar. Fowler, jr . 
. "hIm Cllnningham Eliza Dadson Abraham Fonda 
James Craw R. V. DeY-Titt Thoma" Fisk 
.Tohn Case A ,V. Danforth John D. Fisher 
)'Iartha Collier John Deney John Pay 
Polly Coons Clarissa Dean Isaac Fonda 
),ieut. Campbell John Dodge Isaac Furshe 
Chandl{'r Carter 'l'homas DomlClIy Mary Fuller 
Samuel Clark Jacob Downing Dorcas Fisk 
David Christian Andrew DalrympJeAlexander Fraser 
Peter Cowan Nathaniel Davison Adaline }"'oster 
Danif'l Connell David S. Dodge 'Vm. Groesbeck 
Jacob Clemmer .Tohn F. Evertson Cat:larine Gordon 
Patrick O'Conlen John Eddy nobert Gilmer 
Thomas Cole Sally Eppes Robert J. Gjlle~pie 
Isaac Chapman 'Yarham Edwards .Tames Gourley 
\Vm. Clark Jesse Everett Samuel Gardner 
Rufus Clark John Emmert Noah Gifford 
Daniel Dana Roswell Eaton Lucinda Gere 
Belsey Doane Eben 8. Edgel-ton Newman Giluert 
'l'homas Dwight Robert Egan Rufus Green 
Joseph Divoll J. Eutyberger Simon 1.\1. Griffiin 
Pabick Davison Andrew Elliott Mathew Gregory 
Hezekiah Davison AlexanGlerFOIbs John 'vV. Great 
Pelatiah Dwight Hugh Fraser John 1.\1. D. Garson 
8lizabeth Dyas Samuel Faller Wm. Gillespie 
W/;uner Danids Benjamin Fassell 'Vm. Gibbs 
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Darius Gere Harley Hosford John S. Jones 
James P. Gould Noah Howard .Tames Jenkins 
T. V. V{. Gould Frederick J. Ham 1\'1:. P. Jackson 
John Giles George Hanford Marsh John 
Daniel Gager Jona. Bocktaling Amasa Joslin 
John Gibson Ebenezer Haiford George Ingraham 
Silas Gregory Jabez Hills Joseph Ingraham 
J. V. B. Garbrance Elizabeth Hooker \Vm. Johnso~ 
S. W. Goodwia Samuel Hinman N. Joralemon, jr. 
Stephen Gay John Henderson Jeremiah Jones' 
Arney Green James Hooghkerk 'I'homas Jones, jr. 
Christian GrosbeckGordon Hutchins Elisha Johnson 
David Godden John Hooker Luther Jones 
Catharine GrosbeckAmos Hutchings James Jaquay 
John Garrey Mary Higbee Jason Kinsla 
Daniel 'Y. Glashanl'lIarfha Hart . Mary F. Keeler 
Benjamin Goy Eliza Beet Clayton Kindal 
Maria Hunn George Harper Catharine Kellogg 
Abraham Higham Hugh Humphrey Mary Keeney 
Thomas HeadswickJohn Hanison Rev: John Keys 
John D Hunn ,Tohp. Henry' Bartholmriew Kene 
Jacob Hutchins James P. Howland Graham Klinck 
John Harmon Sfephen Haskell lVloses'KenYRn 
John Hyde Wm. Houston John G. Klink 
Robert Henry Richard J. Holmes 'I'hos. Knowlson 
John P Higgins Jane Hartley Joseph Kingsby 
Azel Hooker John Hardman George Kane 
James Hilton Eli.phalCt Hawley Wm. Kane 
J. 'W. Hingcrland Maltby Howell JQscph D. Kiltridge 
Lucas Hooghkerk 'I'hompson Hord .John Kidney 
David Hawthorn Thomas Hendlew D.aniel V. Loud 
Solomon Hass· Israel BustcH Charles Luther 
Samuel Henry Samuel Harbeck Wm.Lloyd 
Wm. Hilton John Harrison John A. Larkin 
Hector Hvbhard Jacob Hindrer Jurors Lewis . 
lllaria lIendr~ckson Eliza Hagerty Jam~s Laumere 
Wm Hall ~oseph Hall Lewis Litchfield· 
R & E. Hosfor.d }~u\,ard Hunter Morrle.cai Lester 
Ralph Hosford John Hamilton 'Y. B. Larkin 
!:lamuel Hall ~liphalet .Tones T. \V. I .. amoIElu 
.~<.:;()b Hindrer Asa D. Johnson John l .. erue 
Art.hllr H.otd~i5S Jolm Jones A~drc_w Lightbody 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 

Stephen B. Leonal'dMorris YI'l'Graw Colman Nash 
Benoni Lurrey Christiana Monk Margaret NayJar 
Martin Lalier David Mann Lewis Newman 
Francis Low Joshua B M·DonalllJames Nu~t 
Jeremiah Luther John M'Meekin John Nelegar 
Thos. Linacre Randall M'Collum Francis Noble 
Samuel Low Susanna M'Kenna Mary Newell 
Liml 'V. Lay Curtis Munger John Newson 
Jane Luces Daniel D'J.p.tosh Isaac Nash 
Wm. Lawley Medan Martien Samuel Norto~ 
Garry Lewis Cornelius M'KelveyJohn Norton 
Burr Lewis Jonathan l\'1orel Stephen Oaky 

. Amos Lindsey Thomas C. :\l'GrathBenjamin Ostrander 
\Vm. Luok J. M'Pherson Owen Owens 
A. '1'. E. Lansing J. M'Clenahan Jacob Oake 
Daniel Lane Abraham Martin John Ogden 
Daniel Leland Joshua Marsh Anthony Plantil 
David Lynch Daniel Morrel James Pease 
Phebe Legg John M. l"l'Harg Wm. Phipps 
John Lee F. M'Naughtan John Perkins 
Preston Lincoln Peter Mochrie Connal Parker 
John Lumley David Mead John Parris on 
J. C. M'Dougal Sal'ah Musier John Patrick 
Hannah l\'Iuiile John M'Murry John B. ParintoR 
Daniel Mills ~·m.l\'lunson John Porter 
Caleb Mathews M~nchester & Kin-Philip Phelps 
Richard Merrifield nicutt J. Purter 
Samuel M'Murray Jacob VI. l\'[otris B. Pearce 
'I'llomas i\loune Rora Moulton Solomon Pangburn 
Lemuel Moss 'Vm. Mitchel! Wm. Pomroy '''ro. lHyndersen '''m. M'Intosh Wm. Philips 
Wm. :M'Lasky '''m. Maxwell Palmer &- Tinkel' 
Eleanor l'1'Kay Wm~ lH'Adon Edward Proby 
George Milton Joseph Morri~ John Pearce 
Peleg R. Miller Thomas Martin James J. PenDY 
Ebenezer MurdockAbel Marble Wm. Penny 
Henry :Moschel Thomas Mounsey Jobn Peers 
Joseph Mills RobertlU'Intosh Elisha Putnam 
s. H. Moore James Mulligan Lemuel Price 
Robert Moore James Martin Abraham Pittengers 
~~eldon ~Ialary 'Vro. ~'Pherson Jar:e Pay torn 
~lish,a Mwer Thomas Macvie John Purdy 
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Gilbert PUrdy Belsey Ruiwee Samuel S,herwood 
W m. Pushnrgb • Asa Rich Elen Shar\, 
Archabald PattasonJohn Rich Peter Smith 
SylvllDus Parsons Richard Reynolds Andrew Simmon~ 
Wm, Patterson Wm. Roades Russell Stodard 
J. B. Quackenboss Henry Reder Frederick Seger 
B. Quackumbush Joseph Robbins Deiademia Seget 
G. Quick Enoch Rice Joseph Sherman 
lIIary Quick Henry Rivets Robert Swain 
Gerrit QuackentrassThomas Ridgaway Cotton Smith 
A. Quackenboss ~amu"l Smylie C. Sthermerhorn 
James Rogers Henry Snyder H. V. R. Sehermet~ 
Adam Russ Daniel Stewart horn 
Caleb Russell Zebina Sturtevant Elizabeth Smith 
Daniel S. RobersonRllchel Stewart Jacob Shaffer 
Robert Remington D. Stunberg Duncan Stewart 
Christopher RussellJacob Shumaker Jonathan-Shepard 
Jonas J. Rudes Daniel Shay~, jr. W. &, J. Scoon 
Oarrit W. RyckmanAlanson Sheldon Samuel Swasey 
Richard Roser John Sipple Anna Sherman 
John Reskhou A Sheppard Peter Schrier 
John Russell Adriand SlackhouseNancy Story . 
John Rolney John S. Smalley Stephen Shepard 
Asher Rilf·y Eliza Sickels Joseph Seymour 
James Robinson· Lewis Stone John Sawyer 
James B. Robbins lJ.'l'omus Shaw John Shell 
B. W. Rathbone Abijah Smith John Spawn 
Elizabeth Root Robert Sinclair John Sergent 
John Hoff Obadiah Smith Frederick Sergent 
Margaret Ratcliff Henry Smith Eliza Singleton 
Christopht-f Rubey Nathilniel StimpsonSally S~·asey 
Israel Reynolds A Shit-Ids Sally Sanders 
Tho.mas Radcliff David Scott Polly Stansill 
Joseph T. Rice John A. Sturges Daniel Spooner 
Marcus F. RandolphEliphalet Steele W. Z. Tiffany 
Nahum Rice Jacob A. Stiles Isham J. '.reller 
St'lah Riley 1\I. B Slocum Jo"hua Tin~er 
Benjamin Ross J~. Searl. J. H'l'almadge 
Charles Rice Hfzekiah Scovel Samuel '.rues 
Cornelius RyckmanJosiah ~herm3JI Peter y. Tassell 
Jason Rooker James Step,lfllns Eplmtim Titus 
Robert Rubey John Bandetsan Jo1m'l'uruer 
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Luther Taylor John Vernor Ternan 'Vilmotf· 
Benjamin Thayer Philip Vanderlip UMsey W oodrntl' 
James 'l'umer Jacob Van Beuen Benjamin Whipple 
Bela Tracy G. Van Emburgh F. D. Wallis 
John 'l'ompkins A. Van Santvoord S. B. Whitn('y 
Fostt>r Taylor Edmund V an York RiChard Webster 
R. Ten Broeck L. Van Kleeck Ruth Williams 
Patty Topping Jacob No Vander· Peter G. Waldron 
1IIargret 'l'odd hey den Thomas ,11/ orth 
Wm. 'l'raver L. Van Buskirk Joseph'Vilson 
'rhomas ThompsolIAbraham Van WieJames Weir 
Jonathan Trembl('sJohn Vanderburg Cynthia Woods 
D. L. Tillotson Sam'!. Van DeusenJohn Warner 
John Tyler Henry Van Wie Agur'VeHs 
Jeremiah Tryon Peter Van Bergen Nathaniel White 
Wm. Tuckel' 'Wm; Van Zant Jacob P. Wilson 
R. C. Tobias L.Van Valkenburg Joseph Weed 
R. Tiltlen C. Vanhoosen 'l'homas White 
.J. Ten Eick Samuel'Vard Betsey Ward 
Loevy'rheyer, CJlnries \Vest James Warren 
J. V. N. Throop S B. Wigton David Woodworth 
Hf:nry 'fumer Elisha 'Vilcox Harris Wells 
Elisha Tripp Daniel Ward, jr. Juhn Whitney 
Edward Trnsk H. Wilmot David Wilson 
Wm. Tice S. \Vatkins Peter Young 
John Trotter John ·Watson Thomas Young 
John B. Truax HenryY. 'Vebb Abi H. Yates 
Andrew Thompson Sam'l. \VorthingtonHenry H. Yates 
Jonas Ter Bush John Wilkes Jlthcn.!. 
Carman '1'hompson Wm. "roolcock James Akins 
Abraham rrombs James 'Varren Amelia Addams 
Circuit Travels Samuel \Villiams Charlotte Allcot 
George Tubbs Wm. W. Williams Edward Austin 
Philip Talbert Jacob Ward Jo.hn Bcgf,rllus,jr. 
C. B. Thompson Samuel C. Ward A. W. Barna ... l 
Gen. Stephen VanLinus Waring Calvin Balis 

Renssellaer Normand Ward Martha S. Barnard 
Jacoh VanNess Samuel Wooster Alexander S. Coffin 
John J. Van Zandt Abraham Walker John B. Coffin 
John Vam1er VoortEbenczer 'Velch Uriah Coffin 
Charles Vail E. T. ·Ward Nathan Clark 
l\lary Van Zantz A. W. Watkins lIaWlah Church 
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BalmonCoffin Charles White Gideon Finks 
Samuel Dobbin Lyman Wait Ezra Garrison 
Sally D. Dillon Ephraim Wheelel' Daniel Jacobs 
Jonn Frazer George S. Whippy H. Mansfield 
John Folger Brooklyn. Richard Newman 
John Fosdick David Anderson Franklin Patten 
Simeon Franklin vosiah Applegate John Reid 
George F GardinerAlexander Birbeck \Vm. Snyder 
Aaron Gilbert Martin Bowen Minerd Semmons 
R. J. HaIlinbeck David Boyd Mercy Wilmarth 
C. Hollenbeck Emund BUllford Gideon Wilbur' 
Elisha I. Hand Frederie DezeDllnrf . Catskill. 
Wm. Heroy Benj. Cumb.~rson Oliver P. Ashley 
N athiel Howland Semuel Farrington Ma,ry Butler 
Russel R. HamiltonJohn Gidernslee John Blanchard 
John Holliday Mathew Hall Eliza Bretton 
B,enj. -Hoviland George Heriland Mackay Croswell 
Alinira Hamilton Henry N. King T O. H. Croswell 
Samuel Hamilton John R. Latham Charles C. Church 
win. Johnston Aert Middagh James Cole 
Justen B. kcohs James Moon Theoph. Dimmick 
George Kirby John Moon Isaac Dubois 
Ebenezer King James Van Nuyse Zenas Goodrich 
Russell Leffingwell Robart Nostrand Charles G. Grahall1 
'Vm. G.lVlacy Isaac Nichols Joseph Gilbert 
Reuben MortoD,jr. John Putchen Lemuel Hotchkiss 
Lucy D'Nouguey Gilbert Reid Johll Hazen 

. Sibel Olds Garrit Springsteel Luke Hiersted 
Zacheus Roach Richard Stanton John Hill . 
John S. Smith Jacob Smith Nathaniel Hinman 
Louisa Silver Amos Tindall 'Valter King 
Reuben Sanderson Peter V oQrhees Henry Ludlow 
Gilbert Titus Noah Waterbury Tertulus Ludinton. 
George Tolly J. B. Van Winkle Elbrililge Maltby 
Eli Town Henry Wiggins Gordon W. Merrick 
N. J. Van Loon Daniel Wright Clarrissa lUoore 
1... Van' Vaulken- Brun3wic1c. Rev. John M. Peck 

burgh J esse Button Harriot 1\'1. Stone 
Sarah L. Wheeler Josiah Barker Abner Shepley 
Benj. WiIlmarth Henry Bell Atlonijah Sherman 
John Williams Zoa Dorset Peter 'l'err Eyck 
Luther 'Vood ~ulcn Easton Hezekiah Thayer 



4..08 8UBilCRiBERS NAMES. 

W m. Van Bergen Benjamin Johnson John Springsteen 
Maria Van Loon Levi Judd, jr. Rhoda Str~eter 
M. D. Van Loon Aaron King . Bryant Tozer 
C. Van Bergen James Kimball Honeoy. 
Lanson Wells Smith Kentfield Nathaniel Allen 

Coeyiltall~. 'l'homas Lambert Hoosack. 
John Fanning 6IIannah Mason Samuel Burrell 

Claverack. Daniel N{)yes Hudson. 
Oliver Squire Vol chart Bssin Miles H. Abbot 

Dw·ham. Nathaniel D. Plum Miron Ashley 
Betsey Post Collins Purple ' Maria M. Ames 

Gre~nbU8h. ·Wm. 'V. Pratt Henry Adams 
Martin Van AlstyneJ ohn W.· Rockwell Elisha P. Ashly 
L. M AHen John Rich Timothy Barnard 
Otis Alvord W. Spafford, jr. Benjamin Boyce 
Benjami.n Akin David Stoddard Edward R. Bolles 
Jonathan Bliss, jr. Moses Bmith J. Van Blarcum 
Bellj. R. Bostwick Wm. P. Stark Charles H. Bartlett 
Eb€ue7.er Bartlett Sylvester Smith Mathew ,Bunker 
John Bishop A. '.rufts John C. Bunker 
Salmon Bostwick Benjamin Vaughan Bebecca }lunker 
Almon R. BostwickRobert Vaughan E. Barnard 
Zebina Curtis 2d John Van l)eusen Henry Biell 
Daniel Clark J J Van RenssellaerWm. Bates 
'l'homas Donnelly N J. Vischer Justus Barns 
Wm. p, Davis' J. W, Van VeghtonSally Brown 
Silas Fields Sally-Ann Woods Amy Babcock 
:Mathew Fryer Leonard Winslow Benajah Bingham 
Mary Gardner Wm. \Vhite Jesse Burdwin 
'l'iws Goodwin A. H. Whitbeek Jarerj Coffin 
Israel p, Hand Jobn T. Whitbeek Ricbard Clark 
Hosea Hulet H. H. Wendell John CalweU 
Abram Hoag Gibbonsville. l)~te~' Cole 
John S, HearmanceSamue~ Anthony Zephaniah Coffinjr. 
Richanl P. HerriekJames Culver Charles G. Clark 
JO:ills Hallock S W. Crane Polly Clark 
Epnetu3 Hall')ck 't'homas H. Dyer Samuel H. Condit 
'Vilder Hayward Wm. Dyer, jr. John lWDonald 
David Ihwit James Pord Edward Day. 
Nathan P .. .Jobnson James Hitchcock Jacob Daviil 
Benjamin Johns David Johnson Horace Durrie 
Peter Johnson Andre',';' LAke HoraeeDay 



NEWYOKK. 409 

John Deuell Wesley l\1oriarty' Peter TaiIo:' 
Henry Dickinson Ephraim Muir Henry Upton 
Charles Darling . Hannah Morrison Ann Van Norlwick 
Peter Elliott Sarah Minarll Albert Van Hoesen 
M. Eckerts Sophia lHandavill Garney V {tn Val-
Jabez Edgerton Joseph Moseley kenIJiJrgh 
Daniel Fowler David Nelson Asahd Woodworth 
Gayer Gardser Wm. Nelson Philip \Vhile, jr. 
John Graham Rhoda Norcot Isaac Wanl 
James Gordon Henry Parkman John A. Whitney 
Jacob Gardner 'John D. Parsons Robert Wadsworth 
John Hosmer Thomas D. Perry Jos. G. Wheeler, 6. 
B. Hancock 1\1ary Po wei Barna. Waterman 
\V. E. Heath Abraham Perry Hillsdale. 
Nicholas HathewayIsaac Power Jonathan \Vorthy. 
Samuel Heath Reub",n H Pinkham LansingbuJ'gh. 
1I. Humphrey Jared Plumb Noel Atwood 
E J. Hazard Eliza iU. Peroody Russell Armingtou 
Polly Haskins John Paddock 'l'imothy Allen 
Samuel Hunt, jr. Abisha Pinkham Elisha Alvord 
John Hiltoll Charles G PinkhamElijah Bow 
Anna Hatchings Lewis Rich Ebenezer Burditt 
Edward Hulbert James Robinson Otis Bates 
Jess-e G. Halt David Rogers Clark Bates 
Maria Hopkins Ann Reynolds ZelJiDa Bagg 
Eliza Healy John Ray Charks Burnap 
Mathew P. JOY Samuel Ray David Bentley 
John 'V. Jenkins Jacob Rabine Franci5 Buel., jr. 
Lena Johnson Wm. Reed Joseph'Buck 
'Vm. Jessup Elijah Spencer Clarissa Ballard 
Polly-Ann Jones Fredrick StalT Rhodolpbus Burt 
John Jaquins Clark Smith Leonard Blanchard 
Margaret Jenkins David Stirling Lansing Beman 
Barzillai Jenkinii Samuel B. 'Sheldon Lillis 'r. Bmton 
Eliza Kemper Benj. P. Smith Eliphalet Cushman 
Mary·Ann Kemper John Slocum Joseph Choate 
David Lester Abraham Schryver Edward A. Cook 
R I. Livingston Stephen Spooner Robert W. Clark 
Eli Mosier John Schoonmaker Henry Corrin 
Reuben Moones Theopbilus Taylor N ebemiah Chesse. 
Samuel S. Moore Eli Tborp brough 
'Vm. R. Macy Saul Taylor Hezekiah Cadwell 

Ll 



410 SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 

Anna Disiui'nell Phebe Philips Timothy Baldwin 
Wm. Donaldson Elijah Pery F. \V. Ue CondrejJ 
cteorge Donalds Daniel Redding Henry Z. Cox 
flamuel Elward Mary RJJtheri'ord Thomas Coles 
Levi Eastman Dayid Stimson ftuseff Coouver· 
Rufus Fisher Wm. Spotten John Cullum 
'l]aylorFordham~ancy 1H. Spafford Nathaniel ConkUQ 
l~redel'jck Forsyth Normand Squires John .l\'I'Cauley 
Joseph Fox Abraham Snider John M'Clave 
A. St. John Foster Luke Stone A. Campbell 
Elizabeth Giles Ezra Tubbs P. Coleman 
:Hobert Getty John .G. Vaoder- Lewis CivilIs 
Aaron H Hinmao,jr.. hayden Elhanah Conklin 
Edward C. HagartyJohn \Vood,jr. P. F. Cisco 
'Vm. Hanford Reuben Willard Benjamin Charlton 
Jacob Hogoboom Eliza Vi eaver William Day 
.John Hillman, jr. James Winchell Kirldale Dunn 
Alphonzo ·M. HydeCurtis WiIlin George Dunn 
Isaac Hasbrook Samnel Wilgus Henry De \Vit 
'rhomas Hill Eben'r. Walw'idge George J. Duryee e 
.loseph D. HaywardJohn Winnie John Damarest 
Silas Knap Jona. Wickware Benj3cmin Da.marest 
Jacob L. Lansing Daniel Young John Day 
Abr'm. L. Lansing Lenox. Morde~ai Eveol;l 
Joshua Lawtoo Nathaniel Hale, y. Tho)¥as Ensign 
J. C. Lansing Nero-York. Thomas R. EI~jge 
Levinus Lansing Enos Alley Calvin Ely 
John Mills Sam'l B. Andel'SooDaniel E.dsaU 
Moses Maullin James C. Adams Barcl~ P. Fanning 
Benjamtn A. Mann Nicholas C. lladriaSamuel Forshee 
David M'Murray Joseph Brewster WiIli&m Forsh~ 
Lydia Newell John B6wne James Floentio6 
Daniel Nash· Jacob Bausher F. D. Francisco 
SaIiy Nelson Adolph Brower Jolm. B G3ilm.er 
€harles G Neal David Baker N. Gathw.ait 
Charles Olmsted Ezekiel Boardma,n ThoUlRS Goodman 
Oli Y'er H. Ogden Joseph BnmSOJl, 6H. H. Gillet 
Calvin Preston Henry lijauv:et JohD B. Griffith3 
Theodorous Payne Alexander Burll,D. B. Hempst.e<J 
John Prest Cal~b BlOOD Luther Harri.~ 
Matthew Ferry Richard Bird Elihu Hal)l'is 
ClarinW4 Parker . Thowllti Bak.eJ.l Moses llumphi'ey, 



NEW-TORS:. 

Rumrell'Haight Rene Parde!'sus R. B. \Vhite 
Nathan Howes Martin Powlis Samuel Wyvill 
Christopher Heiser Jacob Farsell 'l'homas Wa!ts 
Joseph HOTD.jr. Thomas Parks Henry Waterhury 
Thomas Hunt 'l'homas Parmitoll Pilt.'fIQIIJn. 
Robart Hall ~[oses Porter Rev. C, Lahalt 
Samuel Harved Edmund Poole Smith Fitkin 
Epaphras Holemes J, A. QuaekembushStephen L. Viel€, 
Jeuediah Hall Fred~rick Roberts Schaglicoke. 
Sylvanus_Hoyt Francis Raymond James Buyse 
'V. M. Hewlett John Roberts lUary Chub' 
Solomon Hillwick Tobias Ryckman Thoma!'. Follet 
Samual Hip Joseph Ran/lall SmHh Germond 
William Jackson Rfllph Romain Stephen Gaston 
James E. Jennings Nathan Raymor ''''m. Killen 
Joseph L. Killman Nathaniel RuddockH. Knkkel'hocker 
Burrit Keeler C. M. Rooseyett . Abner Lewis 
W. lU. Kenny George Stralb Atalanta Scott 
Jesse Ketcham Alexander Scott Henry T. Storms 
'V, G. Keeeh Abraham Sears Dennis Smith 
T. T. Loomis, 6. JosiahSmilh Wm. Wind,;; 
Thomas Lister J, F, Van Sieler G:Ibert Yeung 
Benjamin l~ooker John Smith Sharon .. 
'1'homas Binell 'Viliiam Smith Zachariah KeYil 
Ezry Mudge Jobn·N. Sisco Troy, 
Wifliam lUunroe John Smith Squh'c Allen 
Asher Martin Andrew Sinclair Asa Anthony 
Enoch Miller James Sproull Freeman Adams 
'l'homal!l Macky William D Sim Elijah I. Adams 
C, Morehouse Samuel Smith . George Allen 
Alexander lUariin- Thomn.s '1' wi I'e Thomas Drown 
James Milner Gershom 'fhorp 'Vm. C. Brooks,}, 
Duvid ]\furray Samuel Teeple Elmn Buel 
lUicMcl Moren John lU. Thorn Eliza Belknap 
Peter ~feyes J. J. Vanderpool Gid. Buckingham 
.lohn Mount William Willys Wm, S. Beebe 
Jacob lUeyers Daniel 'WoolSey S. P. Beebe 
Rnbert Morton Joseph C. Wright Caleb P. Botsford 
IV m. l\'Iurphay John Westervclt Calvin Bowman 
Obadiah Newcomb John Wright John B. Baldwin 
William Osborn . James ''''hite Hugh Boyd 
13. Plair John "\Varin>; Abraham llrowH'; 



4<12 EUBSCRIBERS NA.nIEil. 

Philip Drown Henry Fero Lewis Keelel 
AII)ha C. Baras Robert Gillespie John Leonard 
.iacob Bradt Henry Grace Edwin 1\1. LarcheT 
Solomon Bilson . John Graves AtnQs Larcom 
Simue! Bingham Saml. L: Gallup . Mary Linn 
Wm. l\i'Clure N. Gilbert, 6 Phelix Lester 
Henry I. Curtiss Ingraham Golden Aaron Liurlley 
'''Vaterman Carr Israel Green George Lent 
.:olm Corry Rufus Gmndy Aaron Learned 
A!'ch'd. Campbell Juhn GI':'Ice Natha..'1 Morgan 
:'lTary Covel Joseph Gillaspie Uriah MilicI' 
WiI!a;'d Clark Josiah Greenman Joseph Myers 
B1am C<JnYCrile S. P. Goodrich Anna IIIorl?y 
Joseph Cook IIarriot B. Green John C.l\1yers 
'Vm. In CuHar Isaiah Gavit John MarsHn 
Harriot Chichester Simon Goodwin Daniel IHason 
Gel'~it Clute .Tohn H. Gade Samuel Marlin 
_ \sa Carlton B. Gale Eliakim Meeker 
Chester Clal·ke Andrew Hemphill Abraham Miller 
7.rphaniah Clal'k,jr. Wm. D. Haight Mary lHason 
Pat;'::::k Cole Mary Hallam John Monis 
fLiEn Dater James 1\1. Ha1"ens Jnllll Morey 
:I~,e:: T. Daniel:; Jo~iah IIerriek DaviJ lH'Kelsie 
T~)-,:ctt DO,,"llilig James Hulland John NafelV 
1V;Cl. C. Deyie Ih:uHdl Hud.".Jn I~ut\' Nobles 
:1idncy D\l]e l\Llliah H:;.fi' '''" ni. N enfus 
,1hnC'\' Day:s ASflph I-lmnphl"'Y· El)enezer Pre~cott 
D<i..-id Darrab Jur-n Hodgkin l'reeman Pdrl(s 
D1\\'id 1)o;1.n l{~!cma Hulden Sylvester Pacl.ard 
LeiY:''; O. Di)le Stf'pllen Hyatt Aaron Payne 
A.br·aham Ea;,;cr Holden Hill Jessee Peters 
Seth Eastman .Tames Hyatt Jason H. Price 
Perez EiI~ign .lalle liai'lditr Hrnrr Pielde 

. A.bner Foster JdiJlJ JJilnston 'Vm.-L. PeUs 
~:athl. Farnham Fra.Jt:i.·; hmes 'Vm. Ross 
Ira t'\lfIl John Klcf'll, jr. Samuel Raym(}nd 
John V. F'assct J·.Jna,ba Keeney Archil!e I Rousseou 
2'·Ios('s 1'el'o }'t'kl' :K.urezvlI A manIla Robbins 
Dit' ill Faucher Daniel Ked~r M'Niel SeJmour 
Elizalleth fronk .John Keeling Peter Sprague 
John P. Fllllda Rl;;r;' King S. S. Selecl( 
}O::1C;]{;! Few l\!),£~ l~n:lJlr CIJ:lIle S'luthwick 

C:ltherineStackp()lll' 



RBvDE-I5LAND, 

Abigail B. Smith Ann Wiswall 
Jane Smith Josl'ph \Vilson 
Elisha B. Speary Will. Youn~ 
Frederick Schryver Washington, 
John Stilson John Abrahams 
Bt'njamin Smith H. V. Cuyler 
Samuel Scobey Minor Crumby 
Samuel Swarhvout Zina P. Egle~ton 
Wm. Stockwell J. Hitchcock 
E. 1\1. Southwick Jamps Rattray 
Abraham Staples Nicholas Wagar 
Frederick Tators Waterfard. 
John Tyler Robert Anderson 
M. Ten E\ ck Peter B,)sS 
Henry To\v~send Francis Drake 
Lllke H. >t'hrall S. Demarest 
John Tarbell Joel Downer 
Horace Turner Roger C. Evans 
John U,'ann Reuben Field 
D. S. Vamlerhey- Ana Foster 

den . Jonah Goodrich. 
Adam Valunfine Allen Hedden 
Benj Van Atter .lohn Hall 
Mathias VanheydenJohn Humphrey 
J Van Benthusen Charlt's L. Harper 
Ebenezer Wi/son jrEbenezer Keeler· 
Elijah Watson Wm. I. Lansing 
J~na. Woorlwarrljr.F. Livingston 
Ebenezer Webb Aaron Meeker 
Thomas White Robert Moe 

J.Van Schoonhoyen 
J. 'l'erwillager 
D. Vanalstine 
H Vanderwerke:a 
Charles v;r ebster 
Abraham Young 

TVutprllZeit, 
Israel Anthllny 
Nicholas Bas,;ett 
Henry Camel 
R. Cunningham 
John G. Clute 
Fones Cole 
Jacob \V. Fl'ets 
J olm GOfslin 
'Vm Heermans 
Albert Heemstreet 
Reuben King 
John A. Lam-ing 
W. C. Pl'nniman 
Will. Roll: 
S. B. Stearnes 
J-. YandamaJ'k 
Martin Van Olinda 
Abraham W Van. 

Denburg 
S. V. S. Van nen 

Btlrgh 
James' "Vade }'. 

Alsop \Vade Henry lVlacomb RHoDE-ISLAND. 

Justus Wdght, 13 John Mitch!'11 Bristol. 
David WeDIlell Marria l\I~ Donald Palmer Brown, 6 
Jane-Maria Wendel/C. ~loran James P. Blrrges 
Rohf'rt 'Valdby Jnlm Pettit ~Ieg Bosworth 
JQnathan \Veeks BenjlUnin Preston James Cros!;weU 
,Andrew \VaterburyWm. Ransom Oliver Cornf'lI 
Andrew 'Vilson ' Johll Rob~on- Francis Dimond· 
Jane Winne Ephi'aim RennlllI Henry Fales 
}-.tRJmal~ W a"ren ~mith &, Rnt!: ;J. one Lefavor HnwJand 
Haniel S~ Whipple G. V. SchoonhovenWilli;:m Hilrt 
NU;!h D. Welch Juseph B. Smith Syln.'stf'r LUlbcl' 
&.muel Whitmasb L 12 



SURSCRIEEB..S NAnTES. 

Thomas Mum'o, 4tthJoseph Cary Thomas; :&iltI3U:: 
Josiah l\1unro Wanton Chase. John J. Kijton 
Benja. Manchester f!lamuel Cr.anston,jr. \Villiam Kerd& 
Wood kMiller OweQIVl'Cabe NathanieJLa~reijce 
Benjamin Norris Geo.rg.e. CoUins, Amos LindaU 
John reckham ,Asel Collins Benjamin Morse 
Benj.W. Robbins Isaac Cong<ton, Josiah G, Matteson 
Edward Spalding William Cooke, James Mattesen. 
William Simmons Jesse Cooke: Thomas Mills 
George 'V. Swan Caleb Cooke Alex. M'Murra. 
Samuel Tylol' Hezekiab Davis. William l\'l-'Cann 
Allen Wardwell, jr.El'hraim Eisbree Rufus Nor-thur 
Ambrose Waldron Henry EsseJl: Olney Potter 

Coventry. Luke Flood James Pollard, 
Chauncy Andrews Peregrine P. FosterBene.dict Peckham 
Noel Allen Samuel I. Field J. M. Parkerson 
J. Anthony 2 Jeremiah Greene Jonathan Rhorton 
Merit Arnold Simon 1\1. Grieg.iel~ Jn~. N. Pearce 
.lames V. Arnold Joseph Oriffin Thomas Phillips-
,Daniel S. Anthony Daniel Gifford S. W. Parkerson' 
Jabez Anthony Campbell Gibson Eliza A, Parl;.erson 
Charles. Andrew. James Gerton Phi~eas. Pearse 
Benjamin ,,4.ndrew. Daniel Gooham Phillip Potter 
Jasepb Arnold John Garks John Rumrell~ 
Irus Albro Joseph HowlaJl«l,jr:Mosesno~r-ts 
Daniel Babcock, jr.Benjamin Hanens Stephen, Smitb j 34: 
~8muel Budlong John Hill . Randall Sherman 
Charles Bowen Georg~ Hunt, Jr. Alex, B. SbermWll 
James G. Brown Isaac Hyde Daniel Snell, 
Amos Briggs Sy Ivanus Hopkins William Swee·t. 
John Baldwin ThomaS Hierlihy Sylvestel'StoJUt 
,Vitliam Benty Joseph. O. HllpkinsJoseph. Sweet, 
J~mes Burlwgame Nathan Hammon LibbeQ.a TaylQr, 
Adin Bowen . Joseph Hines ·6 Robert Taft . 
Henry H Brown Cyrus C. Hines Ezra TiffaD~ 
Otis nuUack John Hawkins 'l'hom. Thomp~n. 
T Benington, 3d. Philip Hopkins James Whitebom. 
Bowen Bulloek 2. John Henry Thomas Wilbolll;' 
RusseU Briggs. Olney Johnson Beriah W.a.1I 
EJisha Baker IloUis R. Jenkes. Thomas Whipple. 
~ames Congdon Perry G. JamcjJ M. S W·hitman 
.R~ellC:hase. Jo.bn.l~Des· ·Ben~m.m Warm.-



Paul N. Well:\'l9P- A. ~an)oD$ Thomas "lay. 
Isaac Whitehead. George Seamons. Joho Marsh 

CrQ,Mion. James, Thorp Moses Norman 
Jonathao Ahorn. George \Vaterwan Josehn H. Pattl<l1 
Joseph Abom' Jahn Westcott Tim. R. Peckham 
John Hlady; Nen-port. Benj. H. Pitnuut, 
Wm, R. Chapman John B.. AtklDsoD Daniel. Peckham 
Amus Hprton' Ao.drew V. Allen Isaac C Peckham 
James HMris,jr. John Brown Daniel Pease. 
Benoni Lockwood Thomas Brown &njamin Pearce-· 
Israel Smith Abraham Barker .Joseph G. Stevens 
Reuben Smith,jr. Stephen Burdick Abraham Sherman. 
Nicholas Smith Stephen Barker Edward Stanhope. 
Starkely Smith David Bow,en Isaac Stall 
Elisha P. Smith 6 John Banister George C. Shaw 
John \ViIliaros 3d George C. Brown George W Stevens. 
Benojh WilIillms,jr.Fr.eeborn CoggsbalJSilas Southwick 

Ea.st·Greenmich. Green Carr Thomas Spooner 
William Brown Samuel Carr,jr. Joseph Southwick. 
Benjamin Bardine Caleb Coney John Tillinghast 
John-Casey D. W. Coggeshall Henry Tew, jr. 
€aleb B. Caprol} Braman &. Dennis Reuben Taber 
Stephen Greene, jr. William IH. Dyre John Tompkins 
William Marsh William Douglass Edward Vose 
George Peirce Edward Fowler. David \Villiams 
Thomas Peirce C. Fowler John Williams 
H. T. Sallis bury Henry Fcwler Beriah Waite,jl". 
GidooB C. Spink 'Y. C. Greea John E. Willialllit 
f3tephen Sweet Elisha Gibbs, jr. John Yeomans, y, 
Ebenezer WilliamsGeorge Hall, jr. Providenc&. 

Foster. John.S. Hiscox Lowell Adams 
Benjamin Parker Benjamin Hadwen AmosM. Atwellt 

Johnsto1/.. Nathlll\ Hammett Wm. A. AnthonY1 
Daniel Angell Benjamin Hall,jr. Denni~ AldJ-ich 
4liro,n Aldrich, jr. Edward W. Lawt()nDavIII Atwood, 
:Benjamin BrowneJlRobert D Lawton J G. Arningl,on 
bmos C. Bal·toD Rohert Lav.ton,jr. Cyrus Burlingam~ 
Wm. Chafu John B. Lyon John· BoorD 
John F. Gibbs AfcbibaldMumro William Broweli< 
Charles MathewsonHenry Moore James.E.·Butl9 
T.homas lUanton BeIljaminMarble Joseph Bradford 
HenlY St9IU!, Be~win.Marble,jr.Fra~itdllliJ3' 



BUB9CRtBER'3 NAMES. 

R. L Burroughs Benjamin Hihbard Lemuel Smith 
James Burroughs Joseph H·)(!:sps 'l'homas Shaw 
Oliver C. Barney J.I~eJlh Herl'il!g Samuel Sbove 
,Vrn Bridgman Jc'''11 G H"phin8 \Vm. ~heldon 
Daniel Brandl J. O. Hard,)d;urgh \Vm: Sutton 
Aruma Bliss Bt'uj. Hathaway Joseph G. ~now 
Masa BlSsett J Ji:il D. Hendley Benajah Sweet 
B. Bennett Pi:lr(lulJ P. Jibon Charles 8eaman 
J,)seph Bodge Samu.'1 Kelledy Ephrailll Simmom; 
T.,iehoias Brown, 2dPuwe( KIl:",des Wm. Tingley 
Artema~ Brown Si!ueon Kin~'ley Adolphus Taft 
John Babcock Nathaniel Kendall ShesctJiah 'falbot 
Charles Babcock Eddy Lulhf'1' Smith 1'3ft 
J"hn Bahson 6 Chades Luke Gorton T"J1man 
\Villiam Cowring J. Lyndenbel'ger Samuel'rliUll)cr 
Josi;th Cady Echard La\\'fence Garduer Vaughan 
Griffin Child Pard:)n Mason, jr. 'l'ht)mas Voax 
Robert G. Cory J. 1<'. l'o1atH~hester Edward R Weston 
Chauncy Cooley Hellr" Miller Jeremiah \Vhipple . 
James Caldct" Stepl;PIl Marti~ N 1\1 'Williams 
lV m. Carpenter James i\Iiller: Moses \Vhittum 
J<)llathan ChapmanJllmeg Mason Joseph E. \Vhiting 
Sallluel Chase r~Rac l\1:wchester Caleb \Villiams, jr. 
Nrlthan Dag~ett Lf'wis Najac H.-reule, \Vh:!!lcy 
Davit\ C Durgin Wm N Olney Jl)seph C. \Veuer 
Joseph DavenpOl't Nath Proctci' Junia Young . 
John EUis Israet. Peck Samuel 'falf's 
Benjamin C. EddyR:)wse Potter NIJrih·Provide1lte. 
Lenluel Field William Pabodie Fairfax . .\beb 
Daniel FicJlt \Villiam Pf'rson George Arl1llltl 
Asa l"el'!:;uson .lames M. Pike, Rufus A!l'xamler 
hrael Fmner Oli"er Price John Allen 
Ikn~"rnin Glatlrlinl(:\1artiu Rohinson 6 Daniel H. AmolJ 
z"pil. C,.ave.s, 211 's. Remington, jr. SawtH:I Anthony' 
Thomas E GI"inneIlEuen. Richards.oll NeJ1{'miah narrows 
Samuel G. GJtlfl edame$ Smi!h Eliab Bllike 
Samuel Gill • J"5 '[lh Smith, 2d. M"thew Blanehord 
Geo W. Gillmore Amols !:l\'lvester Silvanus Bakt>r 
John Gladding D:·niel Salshury' Homas Boyll' 
Jr.!ham Ham Je>im \V. Sa:-geant Eclmund R Croade 
Elisha Hicks Ambrnse :;';iHu;nonsAhu;s'ln Carter ~ 
Berno~ Helme Nathaniel bton,e·· l\lcm;ics Car!~'r" 



RHODE-ISL.\r.D. 4lij 

'i'homBs Carpenter Geideon Mavoy Dana Gale 
Noah Draper John Parker Thomas Green 
NalhL G. B Dexter A. Relpt J. 1\1. Greenwood 
Rufus Dunhan Anthony Swee!JandElisha Hopkins 
'I'hos 'V. Dexter William Tompkins James Hulton 
.-William Daggt'tt Abner S. TompkinsLYllt.lon Jenks 
Caleb Down Jenks Wilkinson Al"llold Jenks 
Joel Daggett jr. William Young William La.ngdon 
Jacob F. Fish Seekonk. H. L. Man!;field 
William :Fowler Willard Armington William Ray 
Enoch Fowler Lewis Arnold Daniel Ray 
Sylvester .Grant Thomas Budlong G. B. Robenson 
Lemuel H. Jenks Luther Carpenter Isaac 'l'aber 6 
James V. Jenks Cyrin French Cyrus 'l'racy 
B. T. Kinnicutt Ira Gay J. W. Tarpin 
John 'I'. Lowden Hellry Hopkins G. Wilkinson 
Eliot Lamb Sampson Howe Joseph \Ve(herbead 
'WilIiam Larchar William Hovey Warwick. 
Ephraim Niles John Haley Whitman Arnold 
John Pearce Jesse May Henry Austin 
Lelyis Peck William lUartin John Allen 
Foster Peck George Nicolas 'V. A. Arnold 
Severn 'Summers Roswell Potter Russell Arnold 
Jesse Salsibury Daniel Sabin G. B. Alroy 
Henry Taft B. S. 'ValcoUe H D. Aylwortb 
8tephen'l'abt'r Samuel Walker J. G. Armstrong 
Ebenezer Tyler John 1\1. Walcotle Ezra Bevin 
IOEeph Vial Nathan Ytoamans Joseph Burton 
Knight ""hippIe Smithfield. Aaron EDwin 
Samuel G. 'WhederBcnjamin Almy Jahez Burlingame 
George A. 'Valter Parris AI(lrich \Villiam Baker 
John Whipple Christopher Almy 'I'homas Bordeo 
William WightmanJmieph Bennett N. P. Baker 

Scituate. Dal'ius Bailon Philip Budlong 
James Aldrich,2d. \Villiam Beasly Clark Brown 
Oliver Arnold John Bezely jr. Lewis E Bevin. 
·W. Durlingame Uanit"! Card Ahab Capron 6 
Seth A. Curtis Ona Cerpcnter Ira Colvin 
Moses Collins J. Carpenter Agustus Carrell 
Jeremiah Fenner James Carron J. Capron 
Gilp.s S Green John D Daggett George Curien 
R. Hazz!lrrl ~athaniel Day Pardon P. Case 



:4t18 BUB'SCflIB£IlS NAMF.S. 

Joab C(Jbuill Betsey l\lanchesterJames Yerrington. 
Royal CaUum Samuel G. Niles Wickford, 
George S. Case Aoigil Nason Henry EJdri{J, jr. 
John M. G. Cory Daniel Nason Natbltn Gardner 
Abijah CoUinw George Parker' Jonathan Reynoflrs 
Timothy Cro!.by Henry Porter Tanner &. Arnold, 
David Du~lass KIU. Richmond,!. Reynolds 
Boon &. Duglass Edward Randal Jos.eph ReynoMs 
Stephen Dexter Nancy Russell William Stanton,jr. 
Thomas Elddrl Windsor Russell Warren. 
Samu",l Eldred J. ,.y. ·Rice John Brown, 3d. 
'rhomas Eddy Peleg Remington Benjamin Cole' 
,.ym. FI-etcher Thomas Rice David Cole 
Samuel Elsworth Nicholas JWgers Hem'Y W. Chiltl 
·W. 1\1. Farland Allen Stafford William B. Child 
'l'homas Fenner Isaac Sherman John Folsom 
Jeremillh Franklin George W. Shaw Homas Ingriaham 
George Filley Jam{)s M. Shaw Allen Luther 
Thomas Green Alexander T. ShawGeorge Marble 
James W. Gorton Easton Sherman Parmer Munroe 
John Green. Thomas Slllndly Job Smith 
Edmund C. Gould EIazer Slocum Caleb Snell 
Benjamin Green Samuel C. Sweet 
Olney Goff Loowell Spalding ~EW·JERSEY. 
Waterman Green John Sinkins 
Samuel A. Gerald \'Vitliam 'I'ucker Elizaheih-Toron. 
Benjamin GreeD DaKiel Tanner Step!'n Burrows 
l:hlistopher Hall. Al'dlibald'lyrer Elihu Britton 
.John Holden John Tallman Dariiel Ross, jr. 
Elisha Harris Stephen Vaughan Jersey-City . 
. John L. Thugis James Westcot David Hinman 
James U. Hasard Wanton \Veedon: Abraham Vander-
Slocum Hill _ R. Waterman beek 
Joseph Howard, \.yilliam W'ood Newark. 
Russell Hatch PbyJetus \VIH'elockAaron Bacorn 
'1'. G. Humphrey. Henry Whitman Henry Bishop 
R. R. Hopkins, Reuben Whitman Samuel Brown 
Celia Kilton Samuel \'Vescott' Hue;h Commack 
Jeremiah Ladd: Adrian Webb' Joshua L. Church 
Robert Sevallf'-Y . S. \V. Higlltman Bethud Dodd 
Cyril L. Morse Moory William - James Dun!ap 
Joseph Ma~so;:a SLi~:mDah. Westgate,.ym. Danu 
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Jebn Force Jacob Peshine VERMO~T. 

Leonard A. Fox, 2 Charles Roff 
Wm. Faherty Joel Rulaml Rutland. 
John Gardner Richard Samford SolomanDois 
Darius Henry Stephen Sisco Richard l\'Iuiom 
Jonathan Keene Henry Shoemaker 
John A. King Samuel Sisco 
Thomas O. Kelsey Aaron Shipman 
Joseph Y. Miller Jotham Taylor 
Henry Massaker James Tooles 
John Mowerison,jr.E. D. 1'hompson 
Abraham Mander· Stephen Taylor 

ville Nicholas V oaden 
Charles Mullen Abner'Vard 
Robart Nichols Elias Woodruff 
Benjamin Perry 

VIRGINIA. 

Pittsburgh. 
Thomas Robinson 

NEW· HAMPSHIRE. 

Plainfield. 
Amasa Spooner 

THE FOLr,OWING NAMEB WERE NOT RECEIVED IN TllIIE 

TO BE INSERTED IN THEla PROPER PLACEB. 

CONNECTICUT. 

EO!Jt-Hartford. 
Joseph P. Jones, 
James Pitkin' 
Martin ShlnJey 
George Pit!oin 

_George May 
Joel womiii 
Ed ward Warren 

5. Colchesif:r. 
Orin Brainard 

Cha11wm. 
John Williams 

Granby. 
Walter Thrall 

IfE-W-TOR1L 

Ne'1lJ-York. 
Abd Wheeler. 



'1'Hlir FOI!LO'WING NAlIfE9 WEl!.l!: !'lOT lNBEllTED IN THEm 
~ROPER P£ACE 'I'HRUUGH A MIl;TAKE. 

Colchester. 

Benjamin C. BuckI~y William A. Morgan' 
Joshua Beck\vith ~oah W. Pomeroy 
James Beebe Elias Peck' 
Ezekiel B. Beckwith George RaBsom 
Asa Bigelow, jr. Abraham' Shepar!f 
Jesse Fox Joel Spencer, jr.·; 
LansonFox John Sterling' 
Anson Foote, jr. John Turner 
Jonathan G. Gurtin .Joseph'I'ay]or 
Joshua B. Holmes Benjamin TrumbuH 
·Wm. Hammon. ,Louisa \Vatrous . 
John Isham Jeffery \Vorthington 
Sally Isham Henry WeBs 
Solomon B. Judd Harriot 'WY'/es 
Daniel Kellogg Mary Willi:,ms 
Nehemiah Lee Arlin!"'; VITorLinP.:tcm 
CharlE's J\'Iurpheys ~ 




