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~bbtrtiS$tmt"t. 

IN publishing so plain a Sermon on so common (( 

subject, the Author conceives it to be his duty distinctly 

to state, tltat, he has been induced to do it to gratifY the 

friends Q/' the respected individual at wllOse funeral it was 

delivered; as they wish it to bepublished, that it may serve 

as a memento Q/'her various excellencies, and be the means 

Q/' encouraging others to imitate Iter pious example. 

PERHAPS thosewllO were unacquainted 'U'itlt the deceased 

may suppose, that I Ita've given an exaggerated de

scription Q/'the excellencies 'u.:hiclt adorned her character. 

I can however assure them, that I hat'e made no state

ments 'which are not supported by facts, and that, if any 

dependence is to be placed on the testimony Q/' those 'U'ho 

knew her best, tlte Italf Q/' her worth yet remains to be 

described. To Iter 'we may witlt great propriety apply 

the description which St. John gives Q/' Demetrius. She 

" hath a good report Q/' all men, and Q/' the truth itse!f." 

" MAY tlte God Q/'all grace" enable the Author, and 

all those who may peruse thefollowing discourse, tofol

low her a$ shefollo'Wed the Lord Jesus Christ. 





e< For I kllow that m.'l RNfeemer liDe1l1, alld t'wl Iii' sJ:al! stand at the !dler in!! 
fUpon the earth: And thOb,,,!1 r.(i", "',~ ,Ii,i" worms destroy Ihis 'Nil!,. !Jet ill 
m!J.flesh shall I see Goa." JOJ> xix. '!,;-: '. 

SUCH was the triumphantla1iguage of JC~1, v:l:en all the "()l'r
ces of his earthly felicity were dried up, and "hell r.e was ~t:'llf:;
gling with the most se\'ere ~L·d trya'g ealam!U~,. Ee, ofwbom 
it is recorded, that, " he feared God, and ",<:hc'.';e(: (,\'1I"-who 
was blessed with a numerous off.spring ~ "there were :·;even sons, 
and three daughters born unto him" -valuable pos~essions; 
" his substance was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five humli'cd she
asses, and a very great h0usehold; so that this man was the 
greatest of all the men in the east," was almost in the same mo
ment deprived of his children, of his property, and of his health, 
in order that his sincerity and integrity might be fully proved, 
~nd that he might be an eminent example of patience to all suc
ceeding generations. How moving is the description which he 
gives of his situation in this chapt0r. "Know now that God 
hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with his net. Be
hold I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but 
there is no judgment. He hath fenced up my way that I can
not pass, and he hath set darkness in my paths. He hath stript 
me of my glory, and taken the crown ii'olll my head. He 1wth 
destroyed me on every side, and I am g-011e: and mine hope 
hath he removed like a tree. He hath also. kindled his wrath 
~gainst me, and he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies. 
tlis troops come together, and raise up their way against me, 
and 'encamp round about my tabernacle. He hath put my 
brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are yerily estranged 
from me. My kinsfolk have fail~d, ar~d my f:llniliar friends h~:'e 
forgotten me. ThCf that dwellm mme house, and my ma](ls, 
count me for a stranger: I am an alien i;l their sight. I called 
my servant, and he gave me no answer: I el~treated him with 
my mouth. My breath is strange to mv wile, though I entreated 
f.)r the children's sake of mine own body. Yea, young chil-
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<Iren despised me; I arose, and they spake against me. All m~ 
inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned 
8rrainst me. My bone cleaveth to my skin, and to my flesh, 
a~d I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. Have pity upon 
me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my friends, for the hand of God 
hath touched me." During this extremity of suffering, Job was 
not left wholly comfortless; for bis God sustained him in the 
trying hour, by the cheering prospect of imm?rtal life ~nd feli
city. By the same mean& he has comforted his people In every 
aae of the world; has cheered them when they were faint; has 
~imated them when tIley wel'e discouraged; has enabled them 
to endure the most painful privations and sufferings with eqna
nimity and patience, and has put strength and confidence into 
their souls, amidst the agonies of expiring nature. This pros
pect of celestial bliss-this hope of immortality, was, to O1ir de
ceased friend whose remains are now before us, "as an anchor cast 
within the veil both sure and steadfast." Hence with Jobsllewas 
enabled to testify, "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though af
ter my skin worms destroy .this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God." And it is in compliance with her request, that I now 
bring under your consideration this portion of holy writ. 

Before I proceed to illustrate the text, it may be necessary to 
observe, that it has exercised the learning and ingenuity of 
biblical critics, as much, or perhaps more;than any other passage 
in the Holy Scriptures. Indeed, as a learned and pious com
mentator observes, "larger treatises have been written OR it, 
than the whole book of Job would amount to,. if written even ill 
capitals." Some conteud, that in it Job mel,ely expresses his 
confidence that he should be restored to a state of temporal 
prosperity; while othel'S maintain, that he speaks of the roo<Jmp" 
tion of the world by Jesus Christ, and of the resurrection uu.tG 
eternal life. The latter opinion appears to be the most rill:iona! 
and· most consistent, as well ii'om the manner in which the 
declaration is introduced, as from the declaration itself. "Oh 
'that my words were now written! oh that they were printed il~ 
a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for eYer." 'Vh" did Job introduce his words with so 
much solemnity? 'Vhy . did he wish them to be preserved to 
the latest posterity ifhe were not convinced that they were unu
~ual1y interesting to mankind in general, as well as to himself? 
S,urely then they mustan~ounce somethinginfinjtelymoreimport~ 
~nt than the mere restoratIOn of Job to a state ofaffiuenceand {eli,. 
city; and should be understood as a profession of his belief: in the 
resurrection of the dead rind the life of the world to come. To a 
per-on of.r(Jb's character, and in suchcirc~L"nsta.nccs ashe was th(';1 



placed, the latter ev.ent woulJ a~ord mud~ gr~uter cOllsolutionlhar. 
the i<wUlel'; as the prospect ot eternal bhss IS a SOLUTe of gl:~ter 
ple£sure th~l the h?pe of any enjoyt~lents, however grat:!ymg. 
which termmate wtth the present life. He had expencnced 
str.ange vicissitudes during his eventful life-had basked il~ ~he 
beams of worldly prosperity, and felt ~he ~leak. and clll11)l~g; 
blasts of adrersitv; andhealso knev.', that 111 !l httle tune he shou,d 
be brought" to death, and to the house appointed for all living." 

" And for ever as the crumbling mountain dissolvcth, 
And the rock mOlildereth away irom his place, 
As the waters wear to pieces the stones, 
As their overflowing sweeps the soil from the land
So consumest thou the hope of man; 
Thou harassest him continually till he perish: 
Thou weariest out his frame and despatchest him. 
His sons may come to honor, but hc shall know it not: 
Or they may bc impoverished but he ~hall perceive nothing of 

then1."'" 
How yain and unsatisfactory then, must the pleasures, the 
riches, and the honors of the world have appeared to him, who 
had already suffered so much in it and from it, and who expected 
soon to bid it an eternal adieu. 

Besides, he had proved the baseness, the ingratitude, and the 
treachery of mankind. For when he was brought into trouble, 
" his own kinsfolk failed, and his familiar friends forgot him." 
How then could he derive any satisfaction from any affection 
\vhich they might evince, or from any services which they might 
render him, during his subsequent prosperity? 'Vould not the 
thoughts of their fonner ungenerous conduct often recur to his 
;mind, and spread a gloom over all his enjoyments? Is it 110t 
then exceedingly inlprobable, that any temporal prospects, how
ever flattering, would produce such a pleasing excitement in his 
~d, or that he would speak of them in such strong :md empha
tIC language as he employs in the text? But if we conceive 
pim to be speaking of the redemption of his soul from sin, of 
hili body from the grave, and of his admission into the presence 
ef o-oP, the whole will appear natural and consistent. It is as 
if he had said, " My heart and my flesh faint and fail; but llO 

tna~~r; let them fail~t-Iet them fail; my Redeemer liveth, and 
he Is}he strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." "T c 
shal~.proceed, m humble dependence upon the divine blcs:,i!lg. 
To Illustrate til{! descriptIOn here a;ven rtf our llcdeema tIle Lord 
Jesus Christ-To skew how believe~s know that he is their Redeem
er, and tha~ til?! are personally interested ~n hin~-" I know iii.) 

Redeemer lwetk -And the blessed lwpe 'wlt/eh thIS assurance ptll-
• Job xiv. 15-21. )lr. Good's translation. 



duces III tile soul. ,; And though after" my skin worms destroy thIs" 
hody, yet in my flesh shall I see God."-I shull then lay before 
YOU a brief account of the religious experience and exemplary 
conduct of our deceased fi-iend, Mrs_ WHELPLEY. 

I. We slzall illustrate tlze description here given 0/ Ollr Re
aeemer.-The character of Jesus Christ, which is so necessa
rilv and intimately connected with Christianit,", and so extreme
ly"interesting to ~Il his followers, is distinctly'reYealed tv us in. 
the Scriptures of truth. "Search the Scriptures," said our 
Lord to the J r:ws, "for in them ye think ye have etenwl life, 
and they are they which testify of me." From them we 
L::::m, that he is both God and man; "the brightness of the 
Father's Glory, and the express image of his person;" as well 
as "bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh," But although no 
truth is more explicitly stated in the oracles of God, than the 
diviilit\- of the Saviour of the world, there is not one which has 
met wIth greater opposition. That it should be opposed by in
fidels, is uaturally to be expected, from the principles which 
they entertain :md avow; but it may well excite feelings of won ... 
der and S9rrow in the bosom of the humble Christian, when 
those who pmfess to make the Scriptures the rule t)f their faith, 
impugn it in the most decided manner. For if there be one 
truth more clearly reYealed in the inspired volume than another, 
it is this, that Jesus Christ is " God over all, blessed for ever." 
It is not merely taught in a few detached passages, but is written 
as with a sun beam upon almost entry page of the Bible. Nor 
can I conceive that any other cause, except the pride of the hu ... 
man understanding, the strength of prejudice, or an obstinate 
att~t:hment to preconceived opinions, pl-events any who profess 
the Christian lilith, from perceiving and acknowledging its truth. 
In our text Job calls him" my J:L:.deemer, the Living One."" 

He is the Living One; the uncreated word, who possesses 
life essentially and eternally in himself; the uncaused cause 
of all things. His existence is unoriginated and eter
nal. There was a time when man was not, and the life which 
he now elljoys, is derived ti'om a superior power; but the life 
which in!1Crcs in the Redeemer was not communicated to him 
hy another, nor was there ever a period when he did not exist. 
lIe is the true Melchizedek, being "without beginning of 
days, or end of yc:~rs." "The Alpha and the Omega; the 
l;r~t and the last." And as his beginning is necessary and un
derived, it is independent of all external eames, and is incapable 
of mutation or cha~ge. "Jesus "Christ the same yester~a~-, to~ 
dav, and for ever.' 

"lie is the Living One; the Creator and Preserver of all things, 
"G;!\i chi. 
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animate and in:1nimate; c~lestial and ten~estrial. He not only 
created the world which we inhabit, with all its agreeable and 
useful variety of hill and dale; land and water; but the whole 
solar system, together with all those suns and systems of worlds 
which ..are scattered through vast immensity. "For by him 
were all things created which are in heaven, and which are 
in earth; whether they be thrones, or dominions, principalities, 
oq>owers; all things were created by him and for him." He is 
the Lord and Preserver, as well as the Creator of the universe; 
the liviBg one in ,,'hom all things live, and move, and have their 
being; His all pervading and inconceivable energy upholds 
every part of his widely extended empire-roils the innumera. 
ble worlds of which it is composed through the expansion; and 
controls with an irresistible sway, all their motions, affections, 
and inhabitants. "Magnitude does not overpower him-mi. 
nuteness cannot escape him-and variety cannot bewilder him." 
" By him all things consist." 

He is the author and principle of every kind of life; vegeta. 
bIe, and animal; rational, and intellectual; spiritual and eternal. 

Vegetable life is produced by him.· All the various 
and dIversified classes of vegetables; the sturdy oak that defies 
the mountain tempest, and the slender reed, that trembles in the 
lightest breeze; the lofty cedar that waves on the hoary summit 
of Lebanon, and the hyssop that springeth out of the wall; the 
grain by which man is nourished, and the green herbage upou 
which the beasts of the field browse; the whitening lily, and the 
blushing rose, owe their origin and conservation to him. 

Animal life, wherever it is found, whether in man, or in the 
beasts and creeping things of the earth; in the fowls of the ail', 
or in the fishes of the sea, flows from the Living One. Every 
thing that lives or moves on the earth, from the unwieldly ele
phant, down to the worm; the feathered fowl, and bird of every 
wing, from the eagle that soars aloft and nestless in the clouds, to 
the little humming bird, that flutters round our dwellings; the 
multitudinous inhabitants of the ocean, from the leviathan, to 
the smallest of the finny tribes were called into being by him. In. 
a word whatever lives in the earth, in the sea, or in the air, 
is indebted to him for its existence. 

He is the fountain of wisdom and knowledge, and the author 
of rational and intellectual, as well as of animal life. The dit:' 
ferent degrees of rationaiity possessed by the various orders of' 
creatures, pr6ceed from him. He kindles and keeps alive the; 
flame of intellect ,in every intelligent mind, and proportions the 
degree of intelligence which each possesses, according to his 
gOQ(1 pleasure. He created the sublime and comprehensive 
mind of a Newton, who has immortafized his name bv the ,,;t-. B • 
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riol1~ t;;;;t imlJortant discoveries which he made, who was lUI 

jl()1I01ll" to th~ country which gave him birth and to the age in 
\Ihidl he !i,'cd; as well as the mind of that individual, who seems 
to be incapable of any intellectual effort, and not to have the 
least desire for mental improvement and enjoyments. He is 
the author of spiritual life; of" the lite of God in the soul of 
man" j the enjoyment of which affords the most exquisite 
pleasure. Siu, that fruitful source of all our woes, has deprived 
u'; of it; "fur oy sin came death;" the privation of spiritual 
life, and an exposure to temporal and eternal death. Hence 
we are representctl as being ,. dead in trespasse,; and in sins." 
:-\or is it l,v-;',ible for man to produce a principle of sp~r;tl1al 
life in his soul, or to re~tore it to the enjoyment of communion 
\' .. ~th the Deity. By the diligent cultivation of his mind, by 
reading ;,lId by meditation; by carefully 01):;elT1l1g the Y;1l'lOllS 

objects afo:md him,. and by convel'sin~ with the wise and the 
learned, l,c ]'1ny acquaint himself with the varian,; branches of 
science, ant! P;~\;ll a splenchd lIterary reput~tion; but it is as much 
be',ond !tis 11-. ,y'.:,' to (;lJ;t:ken his l~lllen spirit, u:> it is for a dead 
bo',\- to re- :';'8 itsdft~, !:fe, "\'one GelL the Liying One can infuse 
<li':ine Ii.:: into the human soul, and rai~0 it .. ~from a death of 
sin, to ,[ Ji;;~ oi' righteousness." "Vhell he does thi5, we are ena
hl",,: to p,:;-ce>.,c ~:Ld apI:' ~ht:/1(l th~ gn:at and precious verities of 
t!:e Gospr:~, ami our heart-; arc ~Ultahly affected by them; our 
spiritual :,'::I]-;C, and affection~ are divinely exercised; we 
,.i'e cnal,Jd to taste the pure and \:\,id pleasures of religion on 
earth, a:id are prepared for the enjoyment of eternal life in 
heave;]. \);110 then can fully estimale the value of spiritual 
,-itality, 01' ullioltl all the ach'untages which arc connected with 
the E'!li:)yment 0[' i:: '? It is as fm' superior to intellectual, as in
tdlcc(,Iai is t') animalliie. ,. It cannot be gotten for gold, nei
ther shall silver be weighed fiq the price thereof. The gold 
and the crystal cannot equal it; and the exchange of it shall 
not be for jewels of fine gold. The topaz of EthIOpia shall not 
equal it; neither shall it be valued with pure gold." 

He is the fountain ef eternalliie. "The (Tift of God is eter
nallife, through .Je<;us Christ our Lord." '11 the mansions of 
celestial bliss he is "all in all." He is not only the life of se
raphim and cherubim; of archangels and angels; but of all his 
people who now, or who shall hereafter, through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. It is his presence that supports and cheers 
them in the realms of glory. They are his victories which they 
celebrate-it is his grace which they honor-it is his glory which 
they inherit, and it is his work and promise which secure the 
perpetuity of their existence, and of their enjoyments. Weli 
might he say " I am the resurrection and the life; he that be-



lieveth in me, though .he were dead, yet shall he live; and who
soever liveth and believeth in me shall ne,'er die," 

He who is "the Living One," iii our "Redeemer." "I 
know my Redeemer, the. Living One." The Hebrew word 
r.endered Redeemer, * signifies a near kinsman; one who by 
the Mosaic law had a right to avenge the death of hi!! relation, 
bv killing the slayer, if he found him out of the cities of refuget 
~ne whose office it was to redeem a relation's inherituace, if 
he had sold or mortgaged it, and was now deadt -Gr, !f his 
relation were alive, but in a state of slavery, or bOlldage, It was 
his duty to redeem him out of this state, by price or hy POWC1-.§ 
These v.arious offices which the Hal, or Redeemer, under the bw 
was obliged to perform, ha\'e besll fulfilled for us by .Tes~l~ 
Christ, who is our nearkiusman. "1;'or verily he took ,not on 
him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham. ,Vhci'c
fore, in all things it behoved him to be Illade like unto his 
bretluen, that he might be a faithful and merciful hig'h priest, 
in thingspertairung to God, to make reconciliation for the ~ins 
of the people." 

We have been brought into a most degrading state of spiri
tual bondage, by the Prince of Darkness, who is the destroyer 
and murderer, not merely of the body, but of the soul of man. 
Hence he is called, Apollyon,,, and is represented by the Apos. 
tle Peter, "as a roaring lion, going about seeking whom he may 
devour." .Tesus shall avenge us OIl this implacable foe~ for ail 
the injury which we have sustained from him. Already be has 
obtained tae most signal triumphs over this ar<--h deceiver, and 
when the judgment of the great day a.rrives, he shall bring him 
forth from his" dungeon horrible," /lnd pour down upon him 
the fierceness of his righteous indignation. Now he .... :orks with 
energy in the children of disobedience, and leads them ~tpti"c 
at his will ;-now he harrasses and perplexiilS the people of 
God by his stratagems and temptations; but thell be shall be 
s40m of sis strength, and his triumphs shall cease fot, e\'el'. 

o what a season of rejoicing shall this be to the righteous, m,ld 
with what feelings of joy and gladness shall they .cxult in thdr 
great Redeemer 1 

As our IIWral powers are radically depraved, we nre by nu· 
ture the slaves of sin. Our evil principles, passions, and affec
tions" ~cise an unlimited ascendency over us, and lead us 

. astray from God, Into what excesses are we frequently hur
ried by' irascible tempe1s, unruly passions, and sinful propell
sions; by pride and vanity; envy and covetousness; wrath :md 
impatience; . jealousy ,and hatred; malice 8Jld revenge.·· Th~$c 

-Gal. t Numb. xxxv. 26-7. t Lc\'. xxv, ':.5 .. § P<lalm l:tXiv, ? 
,. The Destroyer. 
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cons6tute that law in our members, which warreth against the 
law of the mind, and bringeth us into captivity to the law of sin 
and of death. And as our blessed Lord teaches us, that" he 
who committeth sin, is the servant," or slave* "of sin," it fol
lows, that, we are all hy nature under its power and dominion. 
But our Almighty Redeemer manumits us from the bondage of 
sin, as well as from the power of Satan. By his all conquering 
grace he overcomes our prejudices, deliyers us from the do
ininion of vice, and takes possession of our hearts. Hence it is 
said of believers, that, " Sin does not reign in their mortal bodies, 
that they should obey it in the lusts thereof: Neither yield they 
their members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 
yield the;nselycs unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 
;nd their members as instruments of righteousness unto God." 

As we hayc violated the precepts of the moral law, ill thought, 
word, and deed, we are condemned by it, and are exposed to 
its inconceivably awful penalty-even to death eternal.
" The wages of sin is death." Nor is it in our power to ex
piate the guilt which we have contracted, or to ayert the punish
ment with which wc are threatened. No repentance, however 
sincere i-no offering, however costlY;-l1o sacrifices, however 
painful i-nor any human acts or exercises can satisfy the claims 
of divine justice, or procure our pardon. The law possesses a 
power to condemn, but not to forgive; it knows how to punish, 
but not how to shew mercy. Its language is "Cursed is every 
one, that continueth not in all things, \hat are written in the 
hook of the law to do them." And as " all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God," 'we are all in a state of guilt 
and condemnation, and in danger of everlasting misery. But 
Jesus has" redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made," 
by his ignominious and painful death, " a curse for us." "Him 
hath God set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past." "There is therefore, now, no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the spirit." Yea, through his obedience unto death, those 
who believe, are not only absolved from their offences; but are 
adopted into the family of God, and obtain a title to, and are 
made meet for the heavenly inheritance. Hence heaven is cal
led a "purchased poss~ssion," and ~ann.ot be ob~ain.ed by us 
throu~h any other medIUm than the mfillltely merItorIOUS sacri
fice of our divine Redeemer. "The way into the holiest of all 
was not made manifest, while the first tabernacle was vet stand
ing, which was a figure for the time then present; but Christ 
being come a High Priest of good things to come, by a greater 

* doulos. 
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and mOl"e perfect tabernacle, not m~de with hands, that is tit 
say not of this building; neither by the blood of bulls and goats, 
but by his own blood, he entered in once for all into the holy 
place; havin~ obtained eternal redemption tor us. And for this 
cause he is tile Mediator of the new Covenant, that by means 
of death, for the redemption of the trans~essions which. were 
under the first Covenant, they who are called might receive the 
promise of an eternal inheritance." 

That the Son of God might accomplish our redemption he 
was manifested in the flesh, and" became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross." Hence says .Tob; " he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth." It is mdeed supposed 
by some, that this declaration has a special, if not an exclusive 
reference to the second coming of the Son of Man, when he 
shall sit upon the great white throne, and summon the quick 
and the dead to apperr before him. But though it doubtless 
refers to this solemn and important event, it may also be view
ed as a prediction of his incarnation, "to put away sin," by 
the shedding of his "precious blood;" as it has, like many other 
prophecies contained in the sacred volume, a twofold meaning 
and application. It is well kriown, that the people of God, from 
the remotest antiqUity, expected4at a great Deliverer would ap
pear to roll away iniquity from Jacob, and that by " the latter 
day," the patriarchs and prophets meant the days of the Mes. 
siah. They were led to indulge these hopes, froUl the gracious 
promises, respecting the Saviour, which the Deity made to them, 
for their support and consolation. As soon as diVine justice 
pronounced sentence upon our first parents, mercy hastened to 
unfold her gracious purposes. " And the Lord God said unto 
the serpent, I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy. head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel." Though those intimations respect. 
ing the Messiah, which were received from heaven under the 
former dispensation, were frequently dark and ambiguous, they 
were suffi~ient to encourage the faith and hope of those who 
looked for the redemption of our degenerate species. Hence 
our blessed Lord, when reasoning with the Jews on a certain 
occasion, said ;,..-." Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ~ 
and he saw it, and was glad." As the period approached when 
the Son of God was to assume our nature, and dwell with men, 
the pr.ophecies re~p~cti~ this unparalleled event became m?re 
clear and ·more dlstmct. Hence the eloquent and evangehcal 
Isaiah speaks as • if he had really witnessed its accomplishment. 
" Unto us a child is born, unto ~"a son is given." "When 
the fulness of the time was come," the predIctions of the pro. 
phetswere fulfilled; the hope of Job was realized; and his Re. 



aeemer, and our Redeemer, arose 011 the earth. Although 
Jesus Christ was found in fashion as a man, the work which 
he accomplished for us, and to which I have already ad
verted, proves that he is the true and eternal God; as no 
created being could by its sufferings or services have atoned 
1M the offences of the human race, and have procured for 
them eternal life. For as the most exalted creature, is in. 
debted to the infinite Creator for aU it enjoys, and is as much 
dependent upon him as the lowest, it follows that it is under 
indissoluble obligations to render to him nIl the servic~ 
which its utmost capabilities enable it to perform, find can ne
ver accumulate any surplusao-e of merit to trallsfer to the ac
count of the guilty, or be abYe to lay down a sufficient ransom 
price f01' their redemption. It was therefore essentially I.U:eS
sary, that the Redeemer of our apostate race should be indepcnd
ent, and infinitely exalted above those obligations whi~h cyery 
creature owes to the author of its being. If then Jesus Christ 
were only a creature, he cou;d oot have accomplished Gur sal~ 
vation, he could not have " magnified the law and made it 1'0-
Jlorable," nor have satisfied the claims of divine ju:;tice. He 
could not have made" reconciliation f0l' iniquity," nor have 
brought "in an everlaiting righteousness." Be could not 
have enabled God to "be just, and the justifier of the ullgodly," 
nor have become" the author of eternal salvation to those W!10 

obey him." HeBce, though ~'e admit, that in CO:ls('llllcnce of 
his having assumed our nature he was really and truly a man, 
and is represented as such by the inspired peI!men, it is evident 
n:om the important p:u't which they represent him as acting in 
the glorious plan of redemption, that he sustains another and 
a higher character, e,'en thatofJeliovah's fellow or equal. "Great 
is the mystery of godliness God was manifested in the flesh." 

II. T¥l' shall shew how believers are assured qf tlleir personal 
interest in the Redeemer, and are enabled 10 use tIle approp1'iating 
language qfthe text and say, "I know MY Redeemer." As all 
men stood equally in need of redemption, and as Jesus assumed 
our comUl0n nature, he "gave himself a ransom for all." 
"He," says St. John, "is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 
As he has paid the price of his infinitely meritorious blood, for 
the redemption of the human race, he is l'epresented as "the 
Saviour of all;" and through his gracious undertaking we are 
placed in a salvable state, and are fi1Voured with a day of grace, 
during which an opportunity is afforded us to ~'flee from the 
wrath to come." But as under the new covenant, faith is the 
instrumental cause of our salvation, those only who believe in 
Jesus, " with their hearts unto righteousness," nrc redeemed by 
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hi! poiWer, and oOtuin ,. everlasting. life." Hehce he is ~aUed 
" the Saviour of all men, but especmlly of those \vho beheve.'P 
\Vhile the latter are finally and eterually suved, the impenitent 
and unbelieving perish in thcir sins. Not because there is any 
lack of compassion in the bowels of the Deity j not because there 
is any lack of cHicncy in the blood of the Redeemer; 110t be
cause there IS any lack of enerGY in the Holy Spirit j but be
cause they will not come unto Christ that ~hey migh~ have life. 

Those who embrace the" hope set betore them In the Gos-" 
pel," and who enjoy a special interest in the Saviour of the world, 
are not left in a state of doubt and uncertainty respecting their 
spiritual state. For they" know in whom they have believed," 
and that the Son of God is their Redeemer. They know this 
from the testimony of divine revelation, in which he is exhibited 
as the salvation of those who put their trust in him. He is the 
" Angel that redeemed" JacOb" from all evil," and" the ae. 
deemer" thrt was to " come to Zion." Hence the celestial mes
senae!", said to the mother of our Lord, " His name shall be 
call~d Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins." This 
has been his name and his memorial in former ages, and by it 
he shall be known till the end of time, and through the count
less ages of eternity. 

This is " the Bame which charms our fears, 
And bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinners ears, 
'Tis life and health and peace." 

Believers are assured that" the Living One," is their Re
deemer, irom the gracious change which he has accomplished 
in their hearts and lives. It is the great purpose of the Re
deemer to change the moral state and character of man ; to 
alter his views and feelings j motives and actions; and to pre
pare him for the hallowed realms of celestial bliss. His gracious 
designs are accomplished by him in those who submit to hili 
authority, and receive him into their hearts. They" are wash~ 
cd, they are sanctified. they are justified by the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God." Surely, when a change so benefi
cial and important in its nature and consequences, has been ex.
perienced by an individual, he cannot be ignorant of it. Is there 
such a similarity between the pangs of guilt, and the joys of 
pardon; between a. state of sin, and a: state of holiness; a state of 
misery and a state of felicity; that we may change tl.-om the one' 
to the other, and yet be ahogethcr Ignorant of it? Is the gate 
of salvation now become so wide that we may pass through 
if; without any difficulty, and without knowing whether we have 
passed throug-h it or not? Are those distinctive marks by 
",·hieh the people of God ar.e desctibcd in the ~ew Testament, 
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s6 vague and indefinite, that it is impossible for us t(1 hecolIle 
fully acquainted with them, or to know whether we posse.,;'; 
them or not? If so, then we mU'it remain ignorant of our pre
sent state and fllture prospect,;: and after mourning all our days, :. 
close our eyes in death, without knowing whether we shall lift 
them lip in heflYcn, or in hell! But this is not the case. Chris
tianity disowns such cold and chlljing opinions, and commands 
us to attain to "the full a~surance of fitith," and to "the full 
assurance of hap~ to the ead." l-Iellce"ay~ oSl. John, " 'Ve 
know that w,' are of God." By coming" to the law aIllI to 
the te'3timoay,O, and examining our:;d"c,> by it, everyone of us 
may ascertain whether or not he ha~ "pas,,~d from death unto 
life," and has been redeemed by the power of his dIvine Saviour; 
and every genuine believ,,;r can appeal to such evidence as the 
following, that Jesus is his Redeemer. "I wa; the prisoner of 
Satan, I was enclosed in a dungeon dark and frightful; my 
heart was the seat of enmity, my soul wa~ the victim of despair. 
Bilt he cut the bars of iron asunder, the gak~ of brass were 
broken by his hand. His voice said to me, "Go forth." Now 
I resist Satan's dictates and" his works I do no more." Once 
I was the s!a"G of evil pa,.,iol13; I was hurried by them into the 
most criminal excesse,. But" the law of the spirit of life in -
Christ JesU'i ha'i made me free from the law of sin and death." 
Now I walk at liberty, under the influence of a pure heart, a 
melting charity, a good conscience and faith unfeigned." "I 
know ;lIY Redeemer." 

By the direct testimony of the Spirit of God with their spil'it, 
believers are assured of their interest in the Redeemer. Hence 
says ~t. Paul, o. The spirit itself; beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we arc the children of God." Sometimes this divine testi
mony is described in figurative language, and i" called the light 
of the spirit. "God who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to gin? the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 
Sometimes it is called the voice of the spirit, which whispers to 
our souls, " Thy sins arc forgiven, accepted thou art." But to 
explain it without a metaphor. It is a divine impulse or im
pression that we are accepted of God. A convincing and per
suasive impulse; one that rationally and supernaturally con
vinces our judgment; that" through the redemption which is 
in Christ Jesus," we are pardoned and adopted into the family 
of heaven, and which persuades all the powers of the soul, to as
sent to this conviction. This is, substantially, the definition 
given of it by an eminent divine; who, in a sermon on this subject, 
observes; "It is hard to find terms in the language of men, to 
explain the deep things of God. But, perhaps, one might say, 
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(desirino. anyone WIIO is taught of God, to soften or strengthen 
the ex~ssio!1,) the testimony of the spirit is an inward impres
sion on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God witnesses to my 
spirit, that I am a chiW of God, that Christ hath loved 111(', and 
given himself for me, that I, eVe7l I, am reconciled to God." 
The manner in which the ~pirit bears this testimony to the soul, 
is one of those " secret things" which" belong to the Lord our 
God," and which it would be equally vain and useless for me to 
attClilpt to define. But let not any' one inter ti'om the myste ... 
riousness of the Spirit's agency, that the testimony which he 
bears, is a baseless fabrick, and has no existence, except in the 
imagination of a few hair brained fanatics. There are moral, 
its well ss natural mysteries; and surely a moment's reflection is 
sufficient to convince us that this is not to be wondered at. Yor, 
if in the natural world, there are objects which we daily observe, 
that we ~annot comprehend, need we wonder, if, in the moral 
world, there are mysteries which bid defiance to the lel.trning, 
ingenuity, and acuteness of the most capacious mind. As there
fore the Doctrine for which I am now contending, is clearly re
venled in the oracles of truth, whate,'er mysteries may be con
nected with it, it ought to be received on the authority of God. 
We maintain, not .only the reality of this assurance, but that it is 
the common privilege of the people of God to clljOY it; and that it 
has been enjoyed by them in evcry age ,,1'the ('hurch, fi'om, and 
betore thtHime of Job to the present day. Amid3t worldly be-
1'f'3Vements, and satanick temptations; personal afflictions, and 
domestick calamities; amidst the gloom ofloathsome prisons, and 
when exposed to death in its most horrid and appalling forms, 
this testimony has cemforted their hemt and has nra((e their 
countenance ·shine. But though we believe and teach that it is 
the common privilege of believers to enjoy the direct witness of 
the Spirit, we do !lot positively assert that all those who do not 
~njoy it arc in a state of condemnation. It is possible that 
there are some exempt cases; that some pe1'sons, who truly fear 
God, do not enjoy this testimony of the divine favour towards 
them; but as it is a privilege which we are taught to expect, and 
ns the possession of it is closely connected with our happiness, it 
is both our duty and our interest to seek it. Nor ought we to 
cry, "peRce, peace" to our souls, until we are assured, as well 
hy the direct, as by the inferential testimony of the Holy Ghost, 
that" we have passed from death unto life." 

From the declarRtions of .boly writ, from the chanCTe which 
divine grace wrought in her hemt and life, and from tlledirect 
testimony of the Spirit of Ged, our departed Sister was assured 
of her interest in her" livilllT Redeemer." Hence, whenever 
during her prottacted and p~nful affliction, she spoke on this 
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"nbjcct, it wus not with fear or hesitancy; but with the strort"' .... 
est confidence; and when her latter end drew near, her lan~ 
guage was, " I know my living Redeemer." He is with me 
when I pa's through the water, lest it should ovcrwflow me; 
Hnd through the fire, lest the flame thereof should kindle upon 
me. Beine; assured that she was a "child of God by faith in 
Christ Jes;;s," she reasoned with the Apostle :-" If a child, 
thelI an heir; an heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ." 
Hence she knew, that, " ifher earthly house of this tabernacle 
<;\ tre dissolved, she should have a building of God; an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." \Yhich brrngs 
1llC' to notice,-

III. The blessed llOpe which an assurance 0/ our intcrest iI! 
the Redeemcr produces in the soul, " and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." \,y c 
are assured, that the human body was originally secured from the 
ravag-es of disease, and the power of death; and, in all probabi
lity, if man had continued in a state of innocence, after he had 
afforded sufficient evidence of his fidelity to God, he would have 
hep!1 translated from an earthly, to a heavenly paradise. But 
" by sin came death, and death hath passed upon all men, be~ 
cause that all have sinned." Not only the hoary head, which 
is bowed down with age and infirmities; but the young and the 
yigorow;; not only the unlearned, against whom the door of 
science is closed; but the learned, who by their writings in~ 
"truct and reform mankind; not only the peasant, who cats 
his bread in the sweat of his face; but the monarch, who 
sways his sceptre over millions, must submit to the king of ter~ 
1'ors. "For it is appointed unto men once to die." There 
are so manv solemn and awful circumstances connected with 
the termill~tion of our present existence, that nothing but an 
unshaken confidence in the mercy of God, through a divine 
mediator, and an assurance of his favour, can enable us to meet 
death without slavish fear amI dread. In the field of battle, 
when conflicting armies contend with and destroy each other, 
and the mind is infuriated by scenes of blood and camaO'e; 
or in a paroxysm of despair. a man may fearlessly rush into the 
arms of death, and set its terrors at defiance; but when it ap
proaches him by slow and gradual steps-when his weepinO' 
friends surround his couch, and all his worldly possessions and 
enjoyments recede from his view-when the throes and convul~ 
~ions of nature foretel that the king of terrors is near at hand; 
unless the hope of a happy immortality flourish within the soul
unless a ray of ~lol'Y from the throne of the Eternal, shine UpOIil 
his path, and illumine" the dark valley," dismay aBd hOl"rOl 
occupy his mind, and he is haunted with the most fearful ap-



prehensions. Hence it is natural for man to fear, and super
natural for him to triumph over death. "The wicked is driven 
away ill his wickedness; but the righteous hath hope in ni~ 
death." The latter is assured, that, when he is " absent from 
the body, he shall be present with the Lord." This was a con
solation to .Job during his calamities. Hence says the patient 
patriarch, "though -after my skin," which as you may per
ceive is almost all that remains of the outward man, except the 
bones, they destroy, 'it that is, this loathsome disease, and those 
lWavy afflictions, under the influence of which I am wasting 
away-destroy " this"t-meaning his emaciated botly-this 
wretched compound of sin and misery, which shall soon be con
signed to the dust, yet" in," or out of" my flesht shall I see God." 

Although the mysterious union, which, during the present 
life, subsists between the body and the soul, is dissolved by death, 
and the former beeomes inanimate and corrupt; the being of the 
latter is not destroyed; neither does it sink into a state of uncon
sciousness. For no sooner is it separated from its companion, 
than it finds itself in a new world, and surrounded with new ob
jects;-encompassed with the beauties, and partakiug of the 
pleasures of paradise; or doomed to perpetual misery in the re
gions of despair-inseparably connected with all that is wise, 
and holy, aud good; or with whatever is hateful, and wicked, 
and miserable. "Lazarus died, and was carried by the angel~ 
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died and was buried. 
And in hell he lifted up his eyes being in torments." During 
the patriarchal ages, and under the Mosaic dispensation; the 
people qf God believed in the immortality of the soul, and in 
the reality of a separate state of existence. Hence says .Job, 
" out of my flesh shall I see God." "As for me," says the 
Psalmist, " I shall beholcl thy face in righteousness." The wri
ter of the Book of Ecclesiastes, assures us, that" the dust shall 
return to the earth as it was; and the spirit to God who gaye 
it." Isaiah speaks on this subject with his usual boldness and 
perspicuity. " The ri~hteous perisheth, and no mall Iayeth it 
to heart: and merciful men arc taken away, none c,-,nsidering 
that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.
He &hall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds"-the bo-. 
lly shalll'est in its bed of dust-" each one walking in his up
rightness." In the New Teitament, the immortality of the soul, 
and the existence of a future state of rewards and punishments 
are more clearly taught, than in the law, or in the prophets. 
Those clouds and shadows which rested on the eternal world 
:lnd which the lunar light of the Mosaic economy was hardly 
~ble to penetrate, have been dispersed by the effulgent hrilJht-

\I' nakphn + zatll. t ve.mc.boseri,_ 
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ness of Cln"istianity, and life and immortality are now fullv 
brought to light. Our blessed Lord informs us that in his F;
titer's house-that is, in heaven-there are many mansions; and 
when liftzd up on the cross hc said to his penitent fellow-sufferer, 
" Tll:s (bv shalt thou be with me in Paradise/' He teaches 
lL that the destruction of the body is nothing compared to the 
I06s of the soul; and that we should be more anxious to secure 
a heavenly than an earthly portion. "See1, first the kingdom 
of iw.wen and it.-; rigltteou.-m·,,;s." 

But as I han' already obscrYed, .Job, in the words of the 
text, e,;prcsses his belief in the resurrection of the dead, and 
of 1m personal intcrC';t in it. "In my flesh shall I see God. 
'Vhom I ~llall see i()]" myself; and mine eyes shall behold and 
not another." Though the seeds of death are sown in the hu
man body when it comes into the world, and it must, sooner 
or later descend into the grave, and moulder with the clods of 
the valley; the Scriptures teach us, that, it shall be raised again 
by the energy of that Beina" who is able to subdue all things un
to himself. The prophet 1saiah when predicting the resurrec
tion of the dead, exclaims, "A wake and sing, yc that dwell in 
dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall 
cast out th~ dead." "He will swallow up death in victor~·." 
The prophet Daniel says, " Many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake; some to eyerlasting life, and some 
to -;hame and everlasting contempt." "Behold," says St. Paul, 
" I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be chanO'ed." "\Ve do not at 
present know what mutation the body sh~l hereafter undergo, 
or what powers it shall possess, when it comes forth from the 
(Trave, at the judO"ment of the great day; but we may conolude 
~ith certainty, that it shall be fully prepared by omnipotence, 
to enjoy a perpetuity of blis!) in heaven; or to suffer eternal mi
~cry in hell. St. Paul speaking of the resurrection body of the 
righteous, obsenes; "all flesh is not tlle same fle;;h; but there 
L one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of 
fishe., and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, 
and bodies terrestrial i hut the glory of the celestial is one, and 
the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the 
sun, and another O'iory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars, for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also 
is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption. It is sown in l\-eakness, it IS raised in 
power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." 
Not that it shall be absolutely spiritual, 101' then would its es-



sence be destroyed, and it could not be called a body; but it" 
shall approximate as near to spirit as possible-it shall be se~ 
cure from dissolution, and shaH be as independent of natural 
productions and external causes as the soul itself. 

This great work shall be accomplished at the second coming 
of the Saviour. Hence says the Apostle in his Epistle to the 
Colossians, " When Christ who is our life, shall appear, then 
shaH ye also appear with him in glory." Then shall the Son 
of Man be seen coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. "'hen he appeared the first time, in Bethlehem
Ephratah, celestial musick was heard breaking in upon the si
lence of the night, and a multitude of the heavenly host praised 
God and said, "Glory to God in the Ilighcst; on earth, peace, 
good will towards men;" but when he comes the second time, 
the thunders of heaven shall utter forth their voices, the vivid 
lightnings shall shoot forth their horrid glare, and ,. every moun
tain, and every island, shall be moved out of its place." " Our 
God shall come, and shan not keep silence: a fire shall devour 
before him, and it s:laU be very tempestuous round about." 
When he "was manifested in the flesh," he " took upon him 
the form of a servant;" and "was a man of sorrow, and ac~ 
quainted with griefs;" but he shall come at the end of the world, 
in all the glory of his divine and human nature; "~" thousands" 
of angels Shall " minister unto him; and ten thousand times ten 
thousand shall bow down before him." "His throne, the wreck 
of worlds; the glory of his presence lighting infinity." "And 
I saw," says St. John, " a great white throne, and him that sat 
on it, from whose face the earth and the hea.ven fled away, and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead small 
and great stand before God." What sublime and awful scenes 
shall then be exhibited! What astonishing events shall then 
take place! Though Job lived under an obscure dispensation, 
the Spirit of God made known to him ,~hat shall take place at 
the latter day; and to this solemn period he looked forward, and 
anticipated, by faith, the reward which he should then receive. 
For he was assured that then his body should be redeemed from 
the power of the grave, that he should behold his Almighty De
liverer, and be eternally glorified with him. 

" All the days of my appointment will I wait 
Till my RENOVATION come. 
Thou shalt call-and I WILL ANSWER THEE: 

• Thou shalt yearn towards the work of thy h~l1d;"* 
\ ea the coming of the Saviour to judge the 'world was known 

long before the days of Job. Hence according to the testimony 
of Jude, Enoch the seventh from Adam prophesied of it, saying, 

~ Job xiv. c. 14-5 verses. Mr. Good's translation. 



" Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his sainta t8 
execute judgment upon all." 
, Blessed be the God of our salvation, the hope of seeing him 

at the end of time, is still a source of joy to his people-to all 
those who are assured by his word and spirit of their personal 
intere~t in him. "Behold now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but this we know that 
when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is." Yes, my brethren, if we be grafted into the true and 
living vine-if we abide in the faith, and "be not weary in well 
doing" -if we obtain a title to heaven through our living Re
deemer, and be made meet for it by the sanctifying operation!> 
of the Holy Spirit, with Job we shall be permitted to behold "the 
King in his beauty" -we shall see him in all the glory of his di
vine and human nature-we shall become acquainted with his 
inconceivably glorious attributes and works, in a way and to an 
extent of which at present we can form no conception ;-the 
wonders of creation, providence, and redemption shall be Ull
folded to our view, and, to heighten our felicity, we ourselves, 
shall be changed" from glory to glory," shall increase in know
ledge and holiness for ever and ever. Such are the delightful 
and animating prospects which the genuine Christian enjoys, 
~Uld which reconcile him to all the privations and sufferings of 
the present state. Durin~ the affliction of our departed friend 
the beneficial influence Which they have upon the mind, was 
trikingly exemplified, as the hope of seeing God and of en
joying his presence without interruption and without end; of 
being for ever with and for ever like him, "whom having not 
seen, she loved," enabled her to " rejoice with joy ullspeakable 
and full of glory." Being possessed of the testimony of her 
})ersonal interest in the Saviour of sinners, and of the" earnest" 
of the heavenly inheritance, she was enabled to testify-

" I know by faith I know, 
If this vile house of clay, 
This tabernacle sink below, 
In ruinous decay. 
I have a house above, 
Not made with mortal hands, 
And firm as my Redeemer's love, 
The heav'nly fabric stands." 

I have already observed, t~at, the passage of holy writ whi.:L 
[ haye ~?w endeavoured to Illustrate, was chosen by our d~ 
parted Sister herself, for the present solemn occasion. This 
<:hoice, affords a striking display of her unshaken confipence in 
God, and ~f her entire resignation to rus will. For, while her 
flesh was literally destroyed by a most painful and disagreeablf' 



affiicti6n, t"lr from indulging dishonorable thought!! of llet 
heavenly father, or doubting his loving kindness towards her; 
far from yielding to the feelings of nature, or the suO'O'estions of 
unbelief, with Job she testified, " I know that myRedeemer 
liveth." 

Mrs. W HEI.PLEY was born in the City of N ew-York, on the 
15th of March, 1778, and was brought to this Province by her 
parents-who were loyalists-at the termination of the Aineri
can revolutionary war. She was the subject of affliction, duril1rt 
the greater part of her life; and the disease which terminated 
her earthly career, was one of no ordinary kind. It was a can
cer in the ton&,ue; and was first perceived by her about a year 
ago. It is to be regretted, that a person so eminent tor piety 
and devotedness to God, as she was, has not left any writ
ten account of her religious experience, as such a document 
might have been exceedingly useful to others. This lack, I 
shall, as far as it is possible, endeavour to supply, by laying be
fore you a few interesting particulars respectillO' her, which I 
have gathered from herself; and from other authentic sources; 
not for the purpose of panegyrising the dead, or flattering her 
~rviving relatives; but to pay a just tribute of respect to 
departed worth, and that we may be induced to admire the ef
ficacy of divine grace in her, and to follow her as she followed 
the Lord Jesus Christ. For the sake of methol{ and perspi
cuity, I shall arrange my observations under distinct heads. 

She became a decidedly religious character at an ear(1J period if 
lifo. "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth," 
is a command that has always been too much neglected· by those 
to whom it is addressed. Although it is issued by the highest 
authority-by" the King of Kings and Lord of Lords," and is 
enforced by the most solemn and most powerful motives, the ri
sing generation, in general, neglect its kindly admonition. View
ing the meretricious charms and delusive pleasures of the world 
through a deceptive medium, they attach a degree of importance 
to them which they ill deserve, and anticipate in their enjoyment, 
that happiness which they are unable to bestow. Nor is it till 
after they have experienced repeated disappointments-ano not 
always then-that they awake from their pleasing dream, and 
perceive the folly and the danger of their conduct. But a J"w 
in every age have acted a wiser and a nobler part. In this di-;
tinguished class we venture to place our departed friend. \Vhen 
lIhe was only thirteen ·years of age, she renounced the pompi< 
.and vanities of the world, and becanle a member of the Metho
dist Society in this City-a Society, which at that period was ill 
its incipient state here, and exceedingly small and despi;,cu. 
:taut theSe! comiderations did not prevent her from connecting 



herself with it. "After" counting the cost," she resolved, that 
this" people should be her people, and that their God should 
h~ her God." It appears from the history of the Church, that 
in O'eneml, those who have been most eminent for piety and use
fu~ess, soun-ht the Lord in the morning of life. \Ve are led to 
expect this both from the character and ii'om the declarations of 
the Deity_ "Those that honor me I will honor." "'Those 
that seek me early shall find me." :Mr~. \VHELPLEY furnished 
a strikin.y proof of the advantages which result from early piety, 
as well t~ the subjects of it themseh'es us to others. In conse
quence of ha\·inO' given herself to the Lord in the days of her 
youth, she enj~'ed many precious opportunities for making 
herself acquainted with divine things, was prepared for, and 
l5Upported under those troubles "which flesh is ~ir to," anel 
\vas rendered exceedingly useful to others. 

HIT Teligious experience was rational and sCI"iptural. I am 
ftWal'e that christian experience is, in the estimation of many, 
only another name for enthusiasm, and that in their opinion, 
the profession of it proceeds either from imbecility of intellect, 
or depravity of heart. I-Ience against it, they frequently aim 
all the keenness of their wit, and the poignancy of their satire. 
But we are neither ashamed of the phrase, nor of the thing which 
it is meant to express. We know who has assured us, that" the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them; be
cause they are spiritually discerned." It is evident as well from 
the nature and design of the Gospel, as from our moral state and 
character, that, if we \vould be genuine chris-tians, we must not 
only haye a theoretical acquantance with the great verities of the 
gospel, but experience its sacred power upon our hearts, absolv
i ng us from our sim, communicating to us new views of divine 
things ......... implanting holy principles in our souls, and giving a 
d.ecided bias to all our tempers, words, and actions. NOT can 
we, until we experience this renovation of soul~this participa
tion of the divine nature, justly appreciate the excellenee of 
l:hristianity. Mrs. \V HELPLEY was well aware of this. Hence 
from the time the Holy Spirit convinced her of her sinful state 
hy nature and practice, she diligently sought the blessings of 
the new covenant, and shortly after she was awakened, obtained 
., peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Nor did 
s~le ever make shipwreck of justifying faith. Her experience 
lIke that of all other genuine Christians varied, sometimes she 
,vas ".in heaviness, through manifuld temptations;" and at 
()ther urnes possessed great joy and tranquillitv; but whatever 
alternations she experienced in her spiritual enjoyments, she ne
ver lost that" saving faith," which unites the soul to Christ Je-



sus. . HenCe in the midst of all her trials she kliew in whom she 
had~elieved, . and wa~ enabled to. stay herself upon her God. 
She dld not, like too many, rest 10 p~esent attainments' but 
"forgetting t~ose thi~ which were behind, and reaching'forth 
unto those thmgs whIch were before, she pressed toward the 
mark for the prize of the high callinO' of God in Christ Jesus'" 
and for many years lived iIi the enjoyOment of that" perfect lov~" 
'which " casts out fear." At the last love feast which she ever 
attended, she spoke at great length and with much propriety 
and pathos on the subject of christian perfection. Though I 
did not then expect that it would be the last publick testimony 
which she should ever bear in this world, that" the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin," I took particular notice, 
as no doubt many of you did also-of the manner in which she 
spok~ of the deep impression which her Judicious and scriptural 
remarks appeared to make upon those who were present, and 
of the fervency with which she prayed for the prosperity of the 
Church of which she was so bright an ornament, and for the 
welfare of the rising generation. Upon that occasion, she in
formed us, that by i'eading Mr. Wesley's excellent Sermon on 
christian perfeCtion, she was made acquainted with its nature, 
and convinced of its necessity, that-though she did not c. ... pect 
to attain in this world to a state of angelic or Adamic perfection 
-it was her privilege to be made " pure in heart," and to have 
that" mind in her, which was also in Christ Jesus," that the 
desjgn of Christ in coming into the wodd was to " save his peo
ple from their sins" -and that the promises of the gospel are 
given to us that we may" cleanse ourselves from all1ilthiness of 
the flesh and of the spirit, perfecting holiru:ss in the fear of the 
Lord." Hence she pcayed with the Psalmist, " Create in me, 
a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me." 
Nor did she pray in vain. While her" soul broke out in strong 
desire, the perfect bliss to prove," she received power to embrace 
by faith, the promises of'the Gospel relating to sanctification, as 
she had -received those connected with justification; and was 
enabled to " love God with all her heart, and soul~ and mind, 
andstrength." This blessiJ1g she held fast to the end; and by 
the humility with which she always spoke of herself, and the 
earnestness which she inv3riably evinced to" grow in O'l'aee," 
she prOVed to all who were acquainted with her, that no rcligious 
attainments which we caQ make in this world, preclude the ne
cessity or the possibility of progression in holiness1 and that 
lowliness of mind, is the inseparable coaeomitant of that 1?~rfec
don in love, for which, We contend. One of our female friends 
wished to thank her (or her kindness in giving her pious coun
sel, ond for the .benefit which she had received thro,l,lgh her in-



~trumcntality. "My dear," 'she replied, '''thank ,?od, who put 
it in mv heart so to do. It has long been my aIm to sprea:~ 
the Hc(ieemer's praise, and if such ,a Worm as I have been in;' 
strumental in doing good, to him be all the glory." How true>' 
jt is that" Love vaunteth not itself." 

l-Ier conduct 'was uniform and consistent 'Witlt Izerprojesston. 
While some contend for the form, of godliness, who deny its , 
power: there are others who pretend to experience the influ
ence of religion upon their hearts, who neglect its practical in
junctions. But our departed Sister justified the profession which 
she made, by her conduct and conversation. "By pureness 
and by knowledge, by th~ work of faith and' 'by the labour of 
love," she adOl;ned the gospel of God her Saviour in all 
things. She diligently and devoutly performeq' those acts of 
piety which she owed to her Heavenly Father, and was very ex
emplary in her attendance upon all the means of grace, both 
public and private. She lived in the spirit of prayer; and was 
indeed, "fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." With the per
form:mce of acts of piety towards God, she associated in her 
conduct, acts of mercy towards her fellow creatures; and in her 
humble sphere, endeavoured to imitate him, who" went about 
doing good." Her means for relieving the necessities of others, 
were small, but her heart was large; and as long as her health 
permitted her, she exerted herself in collecting subscriptions for 
our Female Benevolent Society, from which the poor have reap
ed so much benefit. But her's was a more noble-a more divine 
species of charity, than that which confines its attenti-on to the 
temporal wants of its objects. She regarded the jewel, more 
than the casket; the soul, more than the body; and zealously 
laboured in directing the poor of this world to him, who is able 
and willing, to make them "rich in faith, and heirs of eternal 
glory.'" Indeed she was instant in season and out of season in 
admonishing all those with whom she had any intercourse, to 
make their" calli'?,€i safe and their election sure." Never, even 
during bel' long amiction, did she omit a suitable opportunity 
lor doing ~his .. _ ~Vhile it ~vas in her power ,she was fI'equently 
employed In 'V!Sltmg the SIck, a work for whIch she was admi
rably qualified, by her eminent piety-excellent'gift in pl'ayer
and kind and affectionate behaviour. 

1-1<'1' invincible patience, and implicit submission to the divz'ne 
~t'illjormed a prominent and amiable feature in her cha;Mcter. 
During the greater p~rt of her life, 'she was called to endure "a 
g ~'eat fight ~f afflictjons."A large proportion of bitter ingre
{!Ients were mfu:ed mto the cup which Providence put into her 
h:lI1d.s? and reqUll'ed her to drmk. '- But her faith and her hope 
w,~re In God, and she resolved that th01\O'h he sle,,' her "yet 
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'She would trust in him. Many of you were acquainted with 
the yariety and severit.y of.her trial~ and su~erings; but did you 
ever hear her complam of her portIOn? . DId you eyer hear her 
dJarge God foolishly? Did you ever hear her murmur as if he 
acted unkindly towards her? I believe not. If I may judge 
fi'om what I have seen :md heard, the language of her heart, as 
well as of her lips ilwariabiy WIIS, "good is the "'ill of the 
Lord." Dqring her last affliction, the grace of patience shone 
in her with peculiar lustre. Being aware of our natural ten
dency to unbelief; and of the ad\"antage which our subtle ad
versary, the De\"il, takes of snch mysterious dispensations of 
Prmidence, as that with which our departed Sister was visited, 
to shake the confidence of the people of God ; whenever I called 
upon her, and especially towards the close of her sllffering~, I 
particularly enquired whether she felt disposed to murmur at 
the manner in which her Heayenly Father afflicted her, to which 
she invariably replied, that she did not; and that she was willing 
to suffer all his blessed will. She weighed her troubles, not in 
the scales of sense, but in the balance of the sanctuary, and 
reckoned with the Apostle, that they were not worthy to be com
pared, with that exceeding and eternal weight of I7l0ry which 
the followers of the Lamb shall hereafter enjoy. '1 he last time 
that I visited her, I found that her ,. anchor" continued" within 
the vail," and that her desire was "to depart and to be with 
Christ," and thongh she could not articulate with sufficient dis
tinctness to be fully understood, it was evident that s~e wa5 
.' rejoicing in hope of the glory of God," and in this happy 
frame of mind she continued till she breathed her last. .. 

For seyeral years she acted as a Class Leader in our Society, 
for which office she was well qualified, from ]Ier intimate ac
quaintance with the human heart-the plan of salvation-the 
devices of Satan, and the Scriptures of truth; and in the dis
charge of her dut:.', she was afiectionate, prudent and faithful. 
She felt for the members of her class all the tenderness and 
sympathy of a parent, and they looked up to her with the ut
most confidence and affection. She prudently adapted her re
marks to the peculiar· state and circumstances ofeach; and while 
she" rejoiced with those that did rejoice; she wept ,,·;th thos,e 
that wept." She felt the awful responsibility of her situation. 
To a Class Leader, as well as to a MiJ;lister of the Go~pel, the 
care of immortal souls is entrusted; and to the fOrIl)er, as well 
as to the latter, it may be said, " 'Vhen a righteous man doth 
turn from his righteousness and commit iniquity, and I lay a 
stumbling block before him, he shall die; because thou hast not 
,given him warning he shall die in his sin; and his r!ghtcousne.ss 
which he hatll dOlle shall not be remembered, but IllS blood w~U 
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I require at thi!1e hand.'; . Out' departed Sister waS not i~o .. 
tant of these things, ahd therefore she endeavoured, accoriling 
to the grace whicli was given to her, to give to each of t~ 
members of her class, " a portion of meat in due season." . 

Perhaps some may be astonished that a person of such emi-o 
tieilt chnstian attainments was visited by such an extraordinary 
disease-that the tongue which was so frequently employed in 
prayer and praise, should be destro),ed by a cartcer. To such 
1 would observe, as I sometimes observed to her, that the work~ 
(if God; like himself, are wonderful arid past our finding out. 
U Clouds and darkness are round about him" -that we are the 
treatures of God, and. that he can do as he pleases with his (J\m; 
lind " shall not the judge of all the earth do right?" -that he af
fords some of his people an opportunity to glorify him by their 
active, and others by their passive obedience; but whether we 
are called to do or to suffer the will of God, if we glorify him, 
we shall not lose our reward-that the present life is a state of 
probation; and that ~ere are now many apparent anomalies in 
~he dispensations of Divine Providence which shall be explained 
hereafter. "Now we' know in part; but then shall we know 
even as we are known." Besides, it ought to be remembered, 
that God did not leave nor fOrsake his handmaid. During 
her afitiction, her strength was acrording to her day; and he 
honored her with a glorious victory over the last ertemy. As 
she entered the dark valley, a~d prepare(t for the final conflict, 
her language; the language of her heart-ofher countenance
as well as of her lips was, " Thanks be to God, who giveth ~ 
the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

.. Thro' nature', wreck, thro' tanquish'd agonie9, 
(Like the stars struggling thro' the' midnight gloom,) 
What gleams of joy? what more than human peace? 
When the frllil mortal,-the poor abject worm? 
No, not ill death, the mortal to be found! 
HER conduct is a lega'l' for all 
Bieher than Mammon s for his single heil', 
Hu comforters she comforts! Great in tuin, 
With unreluctant gtanc!eur,givel, notyietds, 
HE) soul sublime, and closet with DR fate." 

May God Orhis infinite mercy stlnctify the a1Hictiori and death 
of oU,r r~spected Sister ~HELPLtY to the good of her family
of this Church, and of this large and respectable ConQ'TeO'ation· 
and to God the Father, <lod the Son, ,"d God the H~y <1host; 
be w.ory forever. AMEN. 


