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NARRATIVE 

OF A 

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

IN SEARCH OF A 

NOR T H - W EST PAS SAG EJ 
AND OF A 

RESIDENCE IN THE ARCTIC REGIONS, 

IN THE YEARS 1829-30, 31, 32 : 

AND THE 

DISCOVE~Y OF THE NORTHERN MAGNETIC POLE, 

CHAPTER I. 

THE PROJECT OF THE EXPEDITION, AND ITS OUTFIT. 

AFTER the return of that expedition which had attempted to 
reach the Pole in 1827, I submitted, to the Lords Commissioner1J 
oHhe Admiralty, and, subsequently, to tIle Lord High Admiral 
the plan of the voyage wllich I am now about to relate. I had 
long bren convinced that the navigation of the arctic sea would 
prove more easy to a steam vessel than to any merely sailing 
ship, and for reasons which will, I believe, be fully appr@ciated 
by all to whom this navigation is familiar. When the ice is 
open, or the sea navigable, it is either calm, or the wind is ad
verse, since it is to ~o,rtherly wi~ds that this state of things is 
owing: so that the sallIng vessel IS stopped exactly where every 
thing else is in her favour, while the steam boat can makf' a 
valuable progress. The s~all draught of wat~r in these vessels 
is another advantage; theIr power can also dnve them through 
bay ice where, except i,n a f~esh and favo~rable breeze, a sail
ing ship would be entirely Impeded: whIle, to add t? all, the 
facility with which th~y 'can be ~oved, WIthout wmd, or ~n 
spite of it, must render It comparatively easy for them to avoId 
the masses of ice, and also to find places of shelter, where other 
vessels would fail.-

B 
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This proposal was not, however,accepted: but being satis
fied that the possibility of the expected route to the westward, 
through Prince Regent's inlet, might thus be established, or 
otherwise, and the question, therefore, as far as related to a 
north-west passaO"e by this strait, be set at rest, I resolved not 
to abandon my d~sign, without making some further trials, in 
another manner. 

I therefore laid the scheme which I had formed, before Mr. 
Sheriff Booth, an old and intimate friend, with whose liberality 
and spirit I was well acquainted; but as, at that time, the par
liamentary reward of L.20,OOO was still held out to the disco
verer of a north-west passage, he declined embarking in what 
might be deemed by others a mere mercantilc speculation. 

In 1828 I again submitted my plan to the Admiralty, with 
some improvements; but the answer which I received was, 
that government did not intend to send out any more expedi
tions on this enquiry. 

I was then persuaded to apply to Mr Thornton, of Old Swan, 
a well-known London merchant; pointing out to him, as a 
temptation, the value of the promised reward, and that of the 
Fury's stores, which I could not fail to reach. My answer was 
delayed for three months; and, at the end of that time, it was 
a refusal. 

Soon after, it was with some surprise I heard that a bill had 
been brought into parliament and passed; of which, while 
gbolishing the board of Longitude, the effect also was to repeal 
that which had held out the above-named reward for the dis
covery of a north-west passage. 

Whatever else might be my thoughts on this subject, it had 
the advantage of at least removing the scruples of Mr. Sheriff 
Booth; and I accordingly received from him, in the most libe
ral and disinterested manner, entire power to provide on his 
account, all that I deemed necessary for the expedition. 

After examining various steam ships tlmt were advertised 
for sale, I purchased, at Liverpool, the Victory, which had been 
once employed as a packet between that port and the Isle of 
Man, and replaced the old paddles by the superior ones of Mr. 
Robertson's construction; ardving with her in London on the 
2d of November.' , 

Here she was put into the hands of Mr. Fearnall, to be raisoo 
on, and to be strengthened in the usual manner which I need 
not describe. Her original tonnage was 85, but' by raising five 
feet and a half on her, she became capable of carrying a hun
dred and fifty tons, inchlding the engi~e with the necessary 
complement of provisions. 

The engin.e W\lS made by Braithwaite and Erickson, being a 
patent contnvance ; and the paddle wheels were so constructed 
that they could be hoisted out of the water in aminute. . There 
was no flue; i}1stead of which, the fires were kept in action by 
bellows, and It was, of C?lUSe, a high pressure engine, the 
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boilers of which were heated by pipes passing through them, 
in a manner now sufficiently familiar. 

The stores of prevision and fuel were for a thousand days; 
the former being ofthe best quality, and containing a propor
tion of preserved meats; ,w hile all the usu&l necessaries wbich 
experience had taught us to provide for such voyages as this, 
were supplied in the same liberal manner. 

With instruments we were well farnished; having every 
thing that could be really wanted. Besides two chronometers 
of my own, there was one lent by Messrs. Parkinson and Frod
sham,and three were entrusted to us by Mr. Murray. I had a 
transit instrument of three feet radius, a theodolite of nin'e 
inches, and a powerful telescope by Tulley; with tlve sextants, 
two altitude instruments, four barometers, twelve thermometers, 
two dipping needles, and sev,eral compasses; besides which 
H. M. Government lent me several valuable instruments and 
books which had been used in the former expeditions. 

Having at length brought every thing to a state of forward
ness, I signified my intentions to the Admiralty; and soon after 
made them public. On this, applications to serve in the expe
dition under me, came from many quarters, even from officers 
of my own rank; some of whom also offered to bear a share in 
the expenses, so strong was the interest which had heen excited. 
They were not less numerous from ilien who wished to serve as 
sailors; but my officers had already been chosen, and the list 
of men was soon filled up. 

As my second in command, I had chosen my nephew, Com
mander Ross, who had been on everyone of the northern 
voyages, while my former purser in the Isabella, Mr. Thorn, 
volunteered as third; both of these officers undertaking, like 
myself, to serve without pay. A surgeon, Mr. Macdiarmid, 
was procured some time afterwards. 

Among the petty officers were three mates; and our crew 
consisted of a carpenter and his mate, two engineers, three 
stokers, a steward, a cook, and nine seamen; the names of the 
ship's company were as follow: 

John Ross, captain, R.N. James Clark Ross, commander, 
ditto. William Thom, purser, ditto. George Macdiarmid, 
surgeon. Thomas Blanky, first mate. Thomas Abernethy, 
second mate. George Taylor, third mate. Chimham Thomas, 
carpenter. Alexander Brunton, first engi.neer. Allan Mac
innes, second engineer. William Light, steward. Henry Eyre, 
cook. Richard Wall, harpooner. James Curtis, ditto. John 
Park, seamal;!. Anthony Buck, ditto. John Wood, ditto. 
DavidWood, ditto. RobertShreeve, carpenter's mate. James 
Marslin, armourer. James Dixon, stoker. George Baxter, 
ditto. William Hardy, ditto, who, in consequence ofthelossof 
his arm, was replaced at Port Logan, by Barnard Laughy, ditto. 

Thus were the arrangements of our ship completed,but this 
did not constitute the whole of the plan. 
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It being necessary to carry stores and provisi.ons for several 
years to which our own tonnage was unequal, It had been m
tend~d to take a cons'ort storeship for tbis purpose; on the 
supposition that while carryinl!,' to P:ince Regent's inlet what
ever was thought necessary, she mIght also fish by the way, 
and further, bring away some of the stores of the Fury; so as 
to compensate, to the liberal fitter-out of ~his expedition, lOI' 

such additional expense, as might thus he mcurred. 
A whaler, built of teak, and in every way adapted to such a 

service, was therefore purchased ftt Greenock; by name the 
.John, manned with a crew of fifty-four men, and comman?<:d 
by the master, Coombe, under whom she had formerly sftIled 
in the whale fishery. Her appointed rendezvous was Loch 
Ryan, and she was under the charge of Mr. 'fhom. The event 
of this arrang'ement, which proved a failure, will appear but too 
soon in the following journal. 

It being also thought expedient to have a secondary vessel 
of as larg'e a tonnage as our olVn could conveniently manage, 
we obtained, by the kindness of the Admiralty, the decked 
vessel of sixteen tOllS burd~n which had accompanied a former 
expedition intended for the Pole; giving her the name of 
Krusenstern; and we were provided with two boats which bad 
been used by Captain Franklin. 

In March 1829, I addressed letters to thE' several learned 
societies, signifying my intentions, and requestin!!; to know in 
what manDer I could aid them in their several objects of pur
suit; receiving from each, such answers as - they thought 
proper. 

My last application was to the different foreign ambassadors 
with a request to be considered neutral in case of war; OD which 
passports were readily granted: while the Treasury issued an 
order for the remission of duties on such articles embarked in 
the v~ssel, as were subject to impost. 

I may end by saying, that the ship was visited before our 
departure by the Lords of the Admiralty and several persDns 
of rank abd science; and that I had the honour of receiving 
the best, wishes of his majesty Willip-m IV. for the success of my 
enterpnse. . 
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CHAPTER II. 

lEAVE TilE RivER-DETENTION AT THE ISLE OF MAN-ACCIDENT 
TO THE ENGINEER-LANDING AT PORT LOGAN-ARRIVAL IN LOCH 
RYAN-MEETING OF THE JOHN TENDER. 

THE 23d of May 1829 having been at length fixed on for our 
departure, I attended at the Admiralty, and took my leave: 
the official eng'agements of Lord Melville and Sir George Cock
burn not permitting them to pay a final visit to the ship, as had 
been intended. Arriving at Woolwich, I found my excellent 
friend Sir Byam Martin, comptroller of fhe navy, and Sir John 
Franklin, on board; and we were afterwards honoured by the 
visit of the Duke of Orleans (his present majesty of France), 
attended by the (then) Duke of Chartres and a numerous suite. 

] f the inspection of the arrangements was a source of gratifi
cation to our visitors, my friends were as little satisfied as 
myself with what I had long anticipated, if not to so great an 
extent; and which, while it was to be a cause of hourly tor
ment and vexation to us for many weeks, was at length to lead 
to tIle abandonment of one of our chief hopes, in addition to 
all the waste of time and money, consequent on the grossly ne
gligent conduct of our engine-makers. The ship had been 
brought by her steam power from the upper part of Galleon's 
reach, to the buoy opposite to the dock, but her progress was 
so slow as to promise nothing but disappointment; while, even 
thus early, a part of her machinery had become displaced, so 
as to be an additional source of delay. 

Receiving here the materials of the boats wllich had been 
lent us by the Government, together with a spare foreyard 
which had been made for us, we were also joined by Mr. Thomas 
Abernethy, gunner of the Blossom, and ]\lr. Chimham Thomas, 
carpenter of the Eurydice, who had both volunteered; the for
mer on the preceding day, and the latterl'mt a few days before. 
Abernethy had been leading man on two former expeditions, 
'and Thomas was also accustomed to the northern seas; while 
both had been promoted for good conduct. If 1 had reason to 
oonsider theSe> two men as forming a valuable acquisition, so 
have I especially cause to be grateful to thc Admiralty for the 
prompt and handsome manner in which they were dischargcd 
on my application; leave of absence having been given, and 
their names placed on the cheque at Woolwich. 

At three o'clock, my deservedly esteemed friend Mr. Booth, 
wit~ his nephew and two more gentlemen, came on board, with 
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the intention of accompanying us to. Margate, and w~ sa~led at 
six with our boat the Krusenstern III tow, after takmg III our 
gu~powder at the lower buoy; Captain Beaufort, ~he Admiralty 
hydrographer, with Mr. and Mrs. Fearnall, havmg been the 
last to quit us.W e arrived at Gravesend, under our steam, at 
eleven o'clock anchoring to stay the tide and wait for a pilot, 
aond here the donstructors of our execrable machinery, Messrs. 
Braithwaite and Ei"ickson left us. The river pilot being dis
charged, and the new one coming on board, we weighed ~t 6 
A. M., May 24, with a light breeze from the west, through whwh, 
although aided by the engine we did not reach Margate under 
twelve hours, though by the inner channel; our rate of going 
varying from 3~ to 4~ miles per hour. Hailing a fishing boat 
at seven, our best friend with his companions, took leave of 
us; little foreseeing at that time the length of our separation, 
and the doubts hereafter to arise whether we should ever 
meet again on this side of eternity. ' 

'Vhatever my former fears or suspicions might have been, 
the defects of the machinery, now that we were fairly embark
ed on our voyage, began to weigh very seriously on my mind; 
as I now also discovered much more imperfection than our 
former opportunities had afforded the means of even conjectur
ing. The boilers leaked so much, that the additional forcing 
pump which had been placed in the engine room to be worked 
by hand, was kept constantly going; while the fresh water 
necessary to compensate that loss could not be spared, even on 
the passage to Scotland .. It was, moreover, impossible for th" 
men to remain, for any length of time, at this ~ ork, in a pla{){l 
where the temperatun> was above 950 ; while, although tlley 
performed it without murmuring. they soon became exhausted, 
as I was fully convinced hy the fainting of one of them, wlwm 
it therefore became neccssary to bring on deck before he could 
be recovered. How much more painfully I was yet to be odn
vinced of this, will shortly be seen. 

Nevertheless, we had no resource but to persist; when, about 
8 o'clock, while rqunding the north Foreland, a bl"eeze sprung 
up from the north-east, which induced us to heave our paddles 
out of the water and trust to our sails ; under which, passing 
t~e Downs in company with several vessels, we discharged our 
pilot and proceeded" to sea. But as the wind increased and 
with it the swell, we soon had the mortification of findin; that 
in addition to the evils of our vexatious machinery, th~' ship 
was so leaky as to rcguire the constant use of two pumps; 
tho~gh I hoped that tins would prove but a temporary incon
vel1lence, as such effects are very apt to follow the dou bling oJ 
vessels, and had actually occurred in tbe Isabella on a former 
occasion, and moreover, to such a degree> in the Trent, that it 
became necessa1V to heave her down in Shetland duringthe 
expedition of 1818. ' 
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The wind, however, continuing fair, it was some consolation 
to find that our vessel sailed, with the wind free, as well as any 
ship in company; and in the morning, May 25th, we were ofr 
Beachyhead, with the wind ENE, .and comparatively smooth 
water, which accompanied us in our passage of the Isle of 
Wight the same evening. At midnight, being off the Bill of 
Portland, the wind and sea bad increased so mucb, that we 
ran some risk of losing the Krusenstern, in consequence of ber 
being driven against the quarter during our plunges in this de" 
te.stable Race, while we were endeavouring to seeure her by 
another rope. In the following evening, however, we again 
reached smooth water under the Bolthead, where she was ef
fectually secured. 

The wind continuing in the same qmi.rtel'; but being more 
moderate, we passed close to the Lizard, cleared the Rundle
stone a little before daybreak, May 27, and hauled up for the 
Longships, thl? wind being noW directly against us. These last 
days had been employed by the engineer in examining the 
inachinery, and it was. thus discovered that one of the guide 
wheels of the piston rod on the starboatd side was so much 
worn, as to tequire a piece to be bj'azed to it, to restore its 
thickness, while the connecting keys of the main shaft were 
also found to be loose. It was plain that these defects were 
or ought to have been known to the manufacturer, who had 
nevertheless omitted to inform us of them, and his concealing 
his negligence in not supplying spare keyS, or any mode of re
medying the impending evil, of which he must or ought to have 
been fully aware, was in my opinion most unjustifiable. 

Holding on, we, on the 28th, passed between the Longships 
and the Wolf rock, and standing to the westward, observed the 
latitude at noon in 500 24' N. On the 29th, another observa
tion at the Same hour gave us 500 21 1 N., and as we were neady 
in the same longitude, we found, that during the last twenty
f~ur hours, we had lost three miles in beating against a steady 
f~ul whid. The engine being, however, supposed capable of 
being again l\sed, we put ~n the steam, and as the wind had 
shifted to the ENE, began to make some way to the north. In 
the night, however, it was repeatedly stopped, by the keys of 
the main shaft becoming loose; and on the 30th, at 4 A. M" the 
principal one on the stai"board side broke, so as to render the 
whole machine useles~. On examination, it was found to have 
been formed of a bad piece Of steel; and there being none on 
bo~rd sufficiently lai"ge to make a new ope, we constructed one 
frOilll iron, whi&h, as might have been expected, gave way very 
shortly; so that it was not till after two daj s, and having J?ade 
three new keys, that we were enabled to replace the mad~mery 
in what We hoped to prove a workable condition. . 

By our observations we now found that we had gamed 
twenty mHes against the wind, and on this day spoke a fishing 
boat from Kinsale, from which we procured a supply of fish. 
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The thirtieth, being Sunday, was made a ~ay or rest by u~, as 
it had been made such by nature herself, SIDcelt ,,:as an abso~ 
lute calm; our latitude being 50° 43), and our longItude, west, 
by the chronometer, 7°. 

The three new iron keys being ready, and the weather mo
derate the fires were lighted and the engine again set to work, 
June 1st; but each of them broke after about an hour's trial, 
so that we were obliged to give up our hopes for such expedi
ents, with all further attempts at repairing the evil in our pre
sent situation. ,Independently of this, the performance of the 
engine was most unsatisfactory. Even with a pressure of forty
five pounds on the inch, we could never obtain more than fifteen 
strokes in the minute; and as it thence followed, that the outer 
edge of the paddles had no greater velocity than five miles in 
the hour, that of the vessel could not possibly exceed three. 
The boilers also continued to leak, though we had put dung 
and potatoes in them, by Mr. Erickson's direction. The men 
were, moreover, so fatigued by the work required at the extra 
pump, for the supply of the boiler, that I contrived to get it 
wrought from the lower deck; though, even with this altera
tion, the labour continued too severe to be endured. 

This, however, did not inclnde the wholt' of our nearly fruit
less attempts to remedy the evil inflicted on us by the discre
ditable conduct of our engine manufacturers. Finding, further, 
that the condensing apparatus was defective, inasmuch as the 
air pump always drew a quantity of water, and the feeding 
pump was insufficient to supply the boiler, we disconnected the 
whole apparatus, except the latter, which we proceeded to sup
ply by a cock, and having led the steam froPl the eduction 
pipe, by tubes and hose to the upper deck, we put the engine 
in motion, and thus, by means of a pressure of forty-seven 
pounds on the inch, ohtained a velocity of sixteen strokes in 
the minute, being one more than when the condensing appa
ratus was in action. It was thus shown that powel' had boon 
wasted, partly in this part of the contrivance, and partly 
through the vacuum pump; but whatever our correction wal!! 
it could have availed us nothing at sea, from the great loss of 
water to which it gave rise. 

In addition to these unproductive corrections, we next tried 
the effect of disengaging the great hellows; yet though we 
saved considerable power in this manner, we found that it did 
not last, and that the small one was quite incapable of main
taining the rt'quisite heat, while it was now also plain, that 
they were wearing so fast as to threaten to become utterly usc
less in no long time. Every thing, in fact, was imperfect, since 
ev~n the cylinders were too small to perform the duties re
qUired of them, so th at, if I had .not heen satisfied of it before· 
I. was now convinced that we had little to expect from the as~ 
slstance of an engine which, at the best, could, if acting alone: 
sc.arcely move our ship three miles in the hour, and was there~ 
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tore utterly inadequate to aid us in taking in tow our consort 
t~e John, as had been contemplated in planning this expedi
tlOn; or could not at least have towed her faster than her own 
boats. 

In blaming the execution and workmanship of tIlis engine, 
I must, however, do justice to the principle, which was judici
ous, and, under a careful execution, might have rendered this 
machinery of great service to us on many of the occasions which 
occurred in our voyage. The diminutions of weight, and the 
removal of inconvenience, caused by the omission of a funnel, 
constituted a manifest advantage; and a still greater one was 
the reduced consumption of fuel involved in the plan of this 
newly contrived engine. A.nd while the plan of lifting the 
paddles out of the water, and thus out of the reach of eventual 
ice, was well suggested, so was the execution of this part of the 
machinery correct, even to superfluity, since we were enabled 
to take away the counterpoises and guide rods, and tbus to 
diminish both the weight and the trouble. The pieces of tim
ber placed to keep out the sea, above and below the shaft, suc
ceeded perfectly; but finding that tbe scuppers on the lower 
deck would not let out the water from that and from the pumps, 
without also letting in the sea, we were obliged to invent a re
medy by carrying a pipe from the pump to the scupper, which 
proved effectual. 

The ship, as I had expected, had now become less leaky, and 
was easily kept clear by one pump; but the engine, I need not 
now say, being perfectly useless, we were compelled to :trust to 
O'11r sails, under which we had the mortification to find, not 
only a steadily adverse breeze, but that we were beaten by every 
vessel that we saw, so ill did we sail upon a wind. Our pas
sage thus promised to be as tedious as it was irksome; but, on 
the second of June, we saw the Small's light, found ourselves 
off Wicklow on the same day, and on the third, it then blowing 
fresh; fetched the Calf of Mann in time to get under its lee and 
shelter ourselves from the increasing gale. 

On this morning, June 4, we came to anchorin Douglas bay; 
when still desirous to make another attempt with our engine, 
I here procured proper materials, so as to construct two new 
keys for the shaft j writing also to London and to Liverpool for 
a supply of other spareones,in case we should at all succeed in 
carrying this machinery further on our destination. We were 
here detained two days! yet losing nothing by the detention, 
since it blew a storm from the north-west the whole time, while 
we were thus alsEl enabled to lay in a supply of beef, vegetables, 
and water. 

A.s we had had good opportunities of observing the efficacy 
of our rigging during our passas:e, we found that ou~,present 
method efmanaging the after-salls admItted of some Improve
ment. I therefore purchased some spars, together with some 
canvas, to replace the square sail, which we had lost during our 
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voyage; here also receiving the visits of many' friends, and 
others, all more or less interesting themselves in our sucCC')SS. 
Every thing being completed on the evening of the fifth, we 
waited for a change of weather, which accordingly took pl~LCe 
with a shift of wind on the following morning, June 6, enablmg 
us to weigh our anchor at six o'clock, with a breeze from the 
north-east. We stood towards the Calf of Mann, but, the wind 
falling light, made little progress, though working the engine, 
as we had attempted to do before, without the condensing ap
paratus. Yet, even thus, succeeding in obtaining only fifteen 
strokes in the minute, and being unable to make some intended 
repairs while the engine was at work, we had once more to 
depend on our sails alone, and against a wind which was now 
adverse. 

On Sunday, June 7, we were off the harbour of Peel when, 
by taking advantage of the tides, and carrying a press of sail, 
we made considerable progress, and soon saw the Mull of Gal
loway to windward. Early on Monday morning, the engine 
being once more ready, such as it was, we let down the lee 
paddle wheel, keeping the weather one out of water, with the 
eKpectation of advantages in which we were not disappointed. 
Instead of fifteen, we now found that we could easily make 
eighteen strokes in the minute, and that we could thus beat to 
windward as well as any of the vessels in company; even gain
ing on them, very shortly, as much as they had gained on us 
before. 

Thus were we flattered with the hopes of soon reaching Loch 
Ryan; but an accident, as miserable as it was unforeseen, 
soon occurred to destroy the pleasure resulting from this new 
and unexpected success. We had just tacked close to the 
Mull of Galloway, after having made about thirty miles during 
the night, and were getting fast to windward, with the tide in 
ou~ t:avour, when, at ten in the'morning, our principal stoker, 
WIlham Hardy, came up from the engine room on the deck, 
unassisted, and alone, and though without complaint or excla
mation, presenting his left arm shattered, and nearly seveted, 
a~ove the elbow. It appeared on inquiry, that his foot had 
sl~pl?ed in consequence of the motion of the vessel, while exa
~nnm.g a part o.f the machinery near tlle piston rod; 'thus caus
mg hIm to fall III such a manner as to entangle his arm between 
the guide wheels and the frame, so that it was crushed, during 
the back stroke, in the horrible manner Which it noW exhibited. 
The bone being; splintered as well as fractured, and the mus
mes and skin: so bruised and torn that the two parts of the limb 
scarcely held together, there could be no hesitatien in detet
mill:i~g that it demanded amputation, and as far as my oppor
tumtIes of slirgical reading had extended, that no time ought 
to be lost in performing this operation. Unfortunately, our 
surgeon, Mr. M'Diarmid, had not yet joined us, being on board 
the John, our intended consort; So that it became my duty to 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. ]9 

apply to this unfortunate case such knowled~e as the sight of 
amputations in my nav~l service, added to my limited reading 
on such subjects, could supply. It was weIl that the instru
ments for the surgeon were on board, together with the medi
cine chest; and a berth having been prepared for our unlucky 
patient, I have only to say that I did, as well as I could, what 
seemed necessary, as far as my want of experience enabled me 
to do it; applying the tourniquet first, and then securing, with 
the tenaculum and ligatures, the only two arteries which I 
could find, while I cut off the injured muscles and skin in such 
a way as I hoped sufficient to remove tile dead and hazardous 
parts, and to leave materials for produclng a decent stump. 
Unfortunately, the amputation saw was not to be found, so that 
I was not only unable to remove as much of the bone as I 
ought, but was compelled to leave the broken extremity in a 
sp1intery state, to the further care of the surgeon whom I ex
pected to find on shore before a day was over. And that I may 
not return to this case, I may now add, that as we reached the 
land so as to put our patient under proper surgical care before 
any material inflammation had occurrerl, that which I could 
not finish was completed without difficulty; so as to leave, in 
the end, a stump, which though not such .as to have done much 
credit to a surgeon, is not worse than hundreds occurring under 
better auspices, and has not finally prevented this mutilated 
engineer from returning to his original employment inthe esta
blishment whence 'We proC\~red him. 

If I need not say that I should have been much more at my 
ease in cutting away half a dozen masts in a gale than in thus 
.. doctoring" one arm, I could not bnt be gratified as well as in
terested by the effect which this occurrenGe, :vexatious and 
painful as it was to me, produced on the men. The arrange
ments of the medical chest and instruments, the neatness of 
every thing, and the abundance of the supply, with, I hope, the 
further conviction that there was a good will to apply them all 
to their security and use, and that good will to be rendered 
more effectual as soon as the proper medical officer should join 
us, seemed to give them a confidence that nothing which could 
conduce to their comfort had been neglected; as, in this feel
ing, I found an ample confirmation of what I had long before 
read in the work of Monsieur Laney, respecting the effect of 
his excellent medical arrangements on the troops of the far
sighted soldier under w hom his system was organized. 

Anxious as we were for our progress, we were now even more 
impatient on account of our unfortunate "e,ngineer; and we 
thus viewed with pleasure the progress WhICh we were now 
making by the new help of our lee paddle wheel. We thus 
caiculated,June 8, that we sbould make Port Logan, then about 
nine miles .off, befo.re the end of tbetide; but at noon all our 
hopes were de~troyed by the breaking' of the teeth which turned 

. the fly wheel of the small bellows. On a sudden they gave way 
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with a loud crash so that this instrument became useless; and 
although, as the s'team was then high, we hoped that this fail· 
ure would not have much eff'ect, it was shortly reportcd that 
the boilers had burst, as if it had been predetetmined that not 
a sino-Ie atom of all this machinery should be aught but a souJ)oo 
of ve~ation obstruction, and evil. This report did not inrl&d 
prove quite' accurate; but some of the joints had so far gi~n 
way, that the water was pouring out of the furnace door; and 
with such effedt, that in ten minutes the fire was extinguished, 
and the engine stopped. 

During these few hours the tide had changed against us; 
and as the wind was done, there remained no prospect of gain
ing either Port Logan or any other harbour on that day. 
Nevertheless, towards the end of the tide, we made a tack to
ward the Irish shore, in hopes that the wind would shift more 
to the westward. These, however, were not realized; and we 
had the further mortification of seeing all the vessels which we 
had passed, repass us; so as to convince us of the necessity of 
improving our own sailing qualities, by some change in our 
rigging, if that should indeed prove competen't to such an end. 

On this morning, June 9, VIe contrived to fetch within four 
miles of the harbour; and the tide beingin our favour, reacnt'd 
Port Logan at eight o'clock; finding sufficient water at the 
end of the pier, though it was now three quarters ebb. This, 
formerly called Port Nessock, is a safe and commodious pier 
II arbour, constructed at the expense of Colonel M'Douall, of 
Logan, on the south side of a spacious bay,situated nine miles 
north of the Mull of Galloway. It is easily known by a Ie
markable building on the hill to the north of the bay, and by 
the watchhouse and flagstaff' on that to tlle sout.h, forming' the 
station of the coastguard at this place. There is good hoWing 
ground in the bay; and ships may choose their depth of water, 
since it shoals from thirty to three fathoms. It is secure to the
south-west, but is open to the north-west winds. It is a great 
advantage here, that ships can run for the pier, though at half 
tide; since, even at low water, it has seven feet, as, in the fol'
mer ca~e, there are fourteen, which at spring tides is increased 
to eig-hteen. There is no danger in entering, as every thIng is 
1'isible; and as the tide sets outwards during eight hours, on 
the north 8ide, a vessel has no difficulty in beating out. This 
is decidedly the best harbour of refuge, even in its present state, 
c:;n this part of the coast, deriving advantage also from the 
proximity of the lighthouse on the Mull of Galloway. It has 
been computed that a breakwater might be erected within the 
bay, at an expense ofL.Su,OOO, and should this ever be effected, 
it will become one of the most safe and commodious harbours 
in Scotland. 

Before entering the pier, we were boarded by Mr. Harvtly, 
the officer of the coastguard, with an offer of his services; and 
it was here, on landing, that we procured a spring car for the 
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conveyance of our patient to my house at Stral1l'aer, where he 
was put under the care of our own surg'eon, Mr. M'Diarmid 
and that of Mr. Wilson and Dr. Ritchie, who completed th; 
o~era~ion which I was obliged to leave imperfect, and attended 
hIm ~ll1d!y. to a cure. I must not, however, quit the history 
of thiS SpIn ted fellow, seaman though he was not, without add~ 
iug, that while he found his way up the two ladders of the 
engine room without help, and made no complaint at any time 
the only regret he expressed was, that he should" now not be 
able to go on the expedition." I might well regret, myself, 
being obliged to leave bebind such a man as this. 

Having followed Hardy to my house, that I might see him 
properly disposed of, I sent for Mr. Thorn, to whom I had con
fided the management of the John, when I had the vexatron 
to learn from him that her officers and men were in a state, ap
proaching to mutiny, having taken advantage of our delay in 
joining that ship. It was soon easy to see in the looks of tIre 
officers and men, that Mr. Thorn's report of their unwillingu:ess 
to go on this expedition was but too true; the latter app-ea~~ 
ing disorderly and dirty, as they skulked and sneaked about 
the ship. Judging it therefore necessary to come to an imme
di"ate explanation, I went on board the John, and ordered all 
hands to be called. I then expressed my regret at finding 
there was dissatisfaction among them; but as I dared not sup
pose that it proceeded from fear, I trusted that alittIe explana
tion would rectify this misunderstanding. Having myself 
sailed from Greenock, I had desired that Greenock men should 
share with me the honours and advantages of this expedition; 
a'l1d 'oftlle advantages there could be no doubt, under the know
ledge which I possessed, and the plans which I had adopted. 
It was true that the season might appear to them somewhat 
advanced, but, independently of the advantages our steam 

- power might give us, I knew so well where to find abundance 
of fish, that there could be no question of our success, and that 
we should Rot, in the end, prove a day too late. I therefore 
expressed my trust that they would return to their duties, and 
not proceed in a mode of conduct which would bring disgrace 
bot.h on themselves and their native port. 

On this, a pause took place, when, after some interchange of 
significant looks and whisperings between the mates and the 
men, the boatswain stepped forward, and after calling oJ;! SUIDe 
others to join him, observed, that as the season was so far ad~ 
vanced, they were not willing to go without a fresh agreement; 
a ;resolution in w1.licb he was joined by the majority of the crew. 
On, inquiring into the nature of this new demand, I was an
swered, tbat they would not go, unless I would ensure thein,in 
writing, the same shares as if they had returned with a full 
ship. It would not have been easy to frame a much more un~ 
reasonable request, when such a promise would 11ecessarily de
prive them of all inducement to ~xert themselves in fishing. I 
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could not hesitate, therefore, in answering to so absurd a pro
posal that I would ensure finding them fish in abundance, but 
that, to take them and fill the ship, must be their own ?usiness. 
I was answered, however, that nothing less would satIsfy them 
than an absolute promise of 200 tons of oil, with. a fUl:ther gua
rantee, in writing, that they were not to be. detamed m the ex
pedition, but returned home in the usual hme. 

I now therefore, began to suspect that the real motive of 
their pre~ent conduct was tilt' fear of being detained beyond 
the summer; but I was soon convinced that their fears were 
even deeper than this, since it was in vain that I represented 
to them the egregious folly I should commit in taking them out 
with only six months' provisions, had I intended to keep them 
out longer, or even did I foresee the possibility of such an event 
as their detention. The best policy, therefore, now seemed to 
be that of shortening the stay of the Victory at Port Logan as 
much as possible; while I hoped that when we should join, 
and they were made to comprehend the advantages arising 
from the presence of a steam ship to aid the John in towing, 
this feeling would subside, and they would return to their 
duties under our agreement 

I returned, therefore, to Port Logan without loss of time; 
and the l"emainder of this day, June 9, was employed in land
ing the small boiler, together with the apparatus i.ntended for 
cutting the ice, which, it was now evident, exceeded the power 
of the engi.ne to work. \Ve thus got rid of six or seven tons 
of what was now mere lumber, replacing it by three tons of 
water. On the following day, June 10, I was visited by my 
friend, Coloncl M'Douall, accompanied by others, relations 
and friends; nor did he part with us "without a substantial 
present to furnish our next Christmas dinner, in the shape of 
one of the best Galloway cattle from his own estate. At six in 
the evening we cast off from the pier; and, wi-th the assistance 
of the coast-guard, were towed round the point of Logan, under 
a light air from the south-east. At eight it fell calm, and we 
were obliged to stop the tide off Port Kale, under our kedge; 
and though weighing again the following morning at six, with 
a light breeze from the nOli,h-mlst, we were unable to round 
Corswall point, so that we were again compelled to stop the 
tide in the same manner. 

These delays allowed us to examine into the nature of the 
damage already mentioned as haYing been indicated in our 
boilers, when we found that the failure consisted chiefly in 
that of the iron cement which had been used'in securing some 
of the joints, while the engineer had neither been informed of 
this, nor proyided with the materials for rephicing it in case of 
need. The small bellows, with the machinery belonging to it 
was also ~n ueed of a thorough repair, as was the large on; 
more partially; but I must be excused from dwellIng on this 
endless and provoking subject at present, fUlthcr than to say, 
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that every day convinced us stiH more that we must consider 
ourselves in future, as dependent on our sails for such progress 
as it should be our good fortune to make. . 

We now weighed anchor once more at half-past five in the 
afternoon, roufided the point of Corswall, and bore up for Loch 
Ryan; but, as it fell calm, were obliged to come to anchor until 
the next morning, when, favoured by the breeze and a flowing 
tide, we ran alongside the 'John, having taken Mr. Thorn on 
board the evening before, on making the Loch. 

The Victory being now alongside of the John, and her crew 
'ranged on the deck, I again went on board. When the hands 
were called, I explained at considerable length the advantages 
they would obtain, and that I did not entertain an intention of 
keeping them out a second year. But seeing that all I said 
was without effect, I addressed my own crew, by remarking 
that such cowards as the men of the John were not worthy to 
accompany such gallant fellows as themselves, even to thc 
edge of the ice. Yet as it was also necessary that I should 
prove a positive act of disobedience, I desired Mr. Coombr, the 
master, to order his crew to assist onrs in removing the coke. 
This was refused at once by the men, who at the same time 
called on those of the Victory to join them in" standing up 
for seamen's rights," as they expressed it. Hnt the appeal, as 
I expected, waS received by my own people with indignation; 
upon which I returned on board, and after praising them as 
they well merited, both for this and all their other good con
duct, proposed that we shonld sail by onrselves, and leave the 
cowardly John to her own proceedings. This proposal was 
recei ved with three cheers, entirely disconcerting the mutineers, 
who had believed that'I could not do without their assistance, 
and that they might th-erefore make any terms they pleased. 

It was still necessary, however, that I should muster the 
John's crew, so as to ascertain the feelings of each individual; 
and this, therefore, was done by the master, at my instance. 
It commenced with the first mate, Muirhead, who declared that 
he would not abide by his agreement, nor go on the voyag'e, 
without a guarantee for 150 tons of oil, and the immediate re
turn of the ship: a specimen ofthe rest, at which I was exceed
ingly surprised, as he was the son of the worthy commander 
of the Larkins whaler, from whom I had formerly received 
both kindness and services. The answers of the second mate, 
Robb, were the same; and it was not difficult to see that the 
master was kept in awe by these t.women. 'fhe bo.ats~ain~nd 
the harpooners being next asked If they would assIst In welg~
ingtbe anchor, joined in n,fusing, while some added to theu 
refusal impertinence; and this example was followed by the 
whole crew, with the excrption of the cook, the cooper, and 
two men, the latter of whom both entered with us afterwards 
for the expedition. 

A disgraceful Scene of confusion soon followed, in the at-
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tempts of the discontented men to leave the ship; that being 
opposed by the master, whether from a wish to conciliate my 
favour by a pretence, or from real repentance of his conduct, I 
could not be sure. Be that as it may, he proposed to lower 
down the boats and tow them on shore, that he might deprive 
the men of the means of quitting the vessel; but no sooner was 
this done, than several of them were taken possession of by the 
mutineers, who at the same time removed their chests from the 
ship, with the most insulting language, attended by the hisses 
of the Victory's crew and the reproaches .of the coast-guard, 
and a crowd of spectators who had collected to witness. this 
scene. It was completed, as far as we could see of their pro
ceedings, by their beginning tD sell their clothes, to get drunk, 
and to fight, as soon as they were landed; thus proving that 
their mutinous conduct was but a part of a general character 
from which we could have cxpected no good. The number 
which thus left the John in the course of the day amqunted to 
thirty-eight; those who remained, including the master, some 
officers, and the apprentices, being eleven. In the course of 
these scumes two boats had been stove, and one man had fallen 
.overboard; but no lives were lost, nor any known injury sus
tained. 

This drama having thus terminated, including an attempt t.o 
Heduce four of the Victory's men hy inviting them on board the 
.Tohn to make them drunk, which, however, failed, it remained 
for me to make a legal call on the master to perform this con
tract, and to leave hini a written order to sail before the 1st of 
July, if he could fe-man the ship; failing which, he was to pro
ceed to Greenock and deliver her over to the agent, Mr. Ough
te·rson. It became necessary also for me to wI'ite an account 
of these proceedings to Mr. Booth, to which I added letters on 
the same subject to Sir Byam Martin, Captain Beaufort, and 
the Honourable Hugh Lindsay, in case any false reports, in
jurious to myself and my officers, or to the expedition, should 
be circulated, after my departure, by the people or officers of 
the John. 

I cannot now, however, transcribe this narrative from my 
journal, without communicating to my readers what only came 
to mi:knowledge, after my return from this long banishment. 
Whatever else it may prove, to those who are but too ready to 
pronounce on tbat justice which it becomes no mortal to dis
tribute, even in imagination, it served to satisfy us that we had 
lost nothing by the defection of our intended consort, and had 
perhaps escaped far greater evils than those which ultimately 
befe! us: teaching us too, that the events, which in our short
sightedness we are so apt to view as evils, are full often in-
tended as blessings. . . 

It was but in the following year, that the John, under the 
same master ~nd o:ffi~crs, and with the same crew, IJarring one 
or two exceptIOns, saIled to Baffin's Bay on a whaling expedi-
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tion. From causes which have never come to light, a mutiny 
took place on board, attended by the death of the master, 
Coombe, but under circumstances which have not yet been 
rightly explained, as far as I can understand. The mate, with 
a boat's crew, were expelled at the same time; and having 
never since been heard of, are supposed to have pcrished in 
the ice. 'fhe ship, then put under the command of the Spike
soneer, was afterwards lost on the western coast, when most 
of the crew were drowned; the remainder being saved by a 
whaler which was accidentally passing'. 

C 
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CHAPTER III. 

LEAVE LOCH RYAN-GALE OF WIJI<D OFF IRELAND, AND LOSS OF nm 
FORE TOPMAST-FIRST SWHT OF THE ICEBLlNKS-ENTRAhCE OF 

DAVIS'S STRAITS. 

ON the same day that we lmd got rid of the John and her mu
tinous crew, June 13th, I returned on board the Victory, where 
the crew were occupied in removing the coke and some other 
stores which had been intrusted to the John as our consort and 
store-ship. This occupied the best part of the following day, 
and, at six in the evening, all being ready, I cast off and stood 
to sea with a light breeze from the south-west; having taken 
leave of all our friends on shore, and settled respecting the fu
ture management of our patient Hardy; receiving the cheers 
of Captain Sharpe and his men, whose countenance and aid 
11ad been of great service to us during the troubles of the pre
ceding day. On the morning of Sunday, June 14th, it was 
calm, and at noon the Mull of Cantyre bore north, the Craig 
of Ailsa bearing east, when a fresh breeze from the south-west, 
with a favourable tide, carried us rapidly through the North 
Channel. 

It was at the first moment that we found ourselves settled 
and at peace after the disturbances of the preceding days, that 
I took the opportunity of expl"essing to my officers and crew 
thc gratitude I felt for the support which all had affordcd me, 
and of declaring my entire confidence in them through the fu
ture voyage, whatever troubles we might be destined to con
tend with. Assembling them for this purpose, and also thanking 
them for the confidence which they had placed in me, it became 
further my duty to state to them that the defection of the John 
must now, as they could not fail to be sensible, affect t11eir pe
cuniary interests, since no prize allowances, under the term of 
oil money, could now accrue to them, as there could be no 
fishery carried on by ourselves alone, for want of stowage. As 
it was therefore no less just than necessary for us to commence 
under a right mutual understanding on the subject of wages, I 
proposed that their pay should be settled according to their rat
ing, as had been done in the former voyages of discovery. This 
was agreed to without hesitation, and with expressions of per
fect satisfaction; the surgeon leaving it to myself to settle the 
compensation due to him on this score. 
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While our experience on the voyage to Loch Ryanha,d itself 
oonvinced me that our crew was deficient in the requisite num
ber, the defection of the John rendered it still more imperious 
on me to increase our strength. For this purpose, after having 
taken an hish labourer from J,.ogan as a fire stoker, to replace 
the loss of Hardy, I also enlisted a third man from the John's 
crew, in addition to the two formerly mentioned; thus giving 
us an increase of three men, all volunteers, and immediately 
coalescing in harmony with the remainder of our people. 

We had no sooner pas seq. the island of Rachlin, than we found 
a heavy swell setting in from the north-west, the apparent con
sequence of the long series of gales from that quarter which 
had recently occurred. Thus, at least, we at tirst thought; 
but we were soon undecGived, since it proved the forerunner 
of a storm IS till more severe than any which had yet occurred. 
It assailed IJ,S in a moment, when we were in hopes that we 
had at length overcome all our difficulties; and as the gale 
continued to increase rapidly, we were obliged to reduce OUf 

canvas without delay. The topsail had just been reefed, and 
there were two· seamen on the topgallant yard, furling its sail, 
. when the head of the foremast gave way with a terrible crash. 
Fortunately, however, the topmast did not fall immediately 
into the sea, but hung suspended by the rigging in a diagonal 
position; thus giving the two men time to escape from their 
perilous place, and. to us, the opportunity of taking steps for 
saving the sails and rigging. We found the mast broken so 
close to the rigging, that it was only held in its place by the 
splinters; y~t it seemed possible to frapp the shrQuds and 
stays in such a way as to secure it from going overboard. 

Having determined on this, no time was lost in putting it 
into execution, so as to. preserve both the mast and rigging 
without discontinuing our voyage; while su bstituting such sails 
as we eould contrive to carryon the crippled mast. Nor could 
any thing eXc«:led the exertions and the enthusiasm of our men, 
,whom if it is but justice to praise withput exception, so m'\l~p 
espe,eially notice the active and energetic conduct of my.n,;~T 
phew, Gorp.m1!llflerR@ss. It was highly gratifying to me, at 
this early stage of our career, to find in them ~II the true spirit 
of seamen, since it taught me that I could depend on them in 
any e!1!·ergene~es; ready obedience, cheerful looks. and a gene
ral effort in every man to distinguish himself among his mess
!llates and cpmpanions in this undertaking. 

BefQre the night had quite closed in, the storm sails were 
consllquently all set, and the Krusenstern was secured by an 
additio~al rope. At midnight, the lights on Insterhull bore 
west, and those of the Rinns of Isla nearly east; shpwing that 
our accident had occurred in the middle of this channel. The 
gale now seemed to moderate a little; but it was oniy t«;> ~eturq. 
with double violence, though more from the westward, whiIethe 
sea was so heavy;a,s to assure us that we could make no progr!)ss. 
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Thus did it continue to blow on Monday, yet with some in
tervaJs more moderate; during one of which we ventured to 
cross the topsail yard for a fore-yard, setting on the reefed top
sail for a foresail; our situation among the islands of this dan
gerous coast rendering it necessary to set all the sail possible. 
Thus, although we were constantly obliged to wear the ship 
with great caution, in consequrnce of our having the Krusen
stern in tow, we found that we at least kept our ground. At 
midnight we split the jib; and on searching for the storm jib 
to replace it, we found nothing but the rope; the canvas hav
ing been cut off and stolen by some plunderer before we had 
left the Thames. 

On Tuesday, June 16, the gale rose to its lleight, and obliged 
us to lie to under the close-reefed mainsail; but the wind hav
ing veered considerably to the north-west, our drift was to the 
southward, in which direction there was plrnty of sea room 
between us and the Irish coast. We were therefore able to 
maintain our westing; and shortly after noon the gale began 
to break, when, by the chronometers, we ascertained our longi
tnde to be 7" west, the latitude observed at noon being 56" 23' N. 
In the evening we were enabled to add the reefed foresail; but 
as the sea was very heavy, we made little progress. During 
the night we stood to the northward, in consequence of the 
wind having backed to the west; but in the morning of the 
17th it becamr northerly, and we again wore. At seven we 
saw the Bishops isles, together with Tirey at a great distance 
to the north-east. 

The gale had gradually drcreased; but the swell continued, 
and thc ship laboured so much as to prevent us from taking any 
steps about our crippled mast. At midnight it fell calm; and 
the swell having abated on the 18th, we contrived to secure 
the rigging on the foremast head somewhat better. The top
mast, which had been broken off above tbe fid hole, and thus 
reduced in length, was pointed up; and the heel being secured 
by a lashing to the lower mast, about six feet below the rigg'ing, 
there was sufficient length remaining to set the topgallant sail 
as a topsail. No sail could, however, be set on tbe pole, which 
was sprung about halfway up. At noon Malin llead was in 
sight to the south-east, and the observed latitude was 55° 57' 
14" N, the longitude by the chronometer being 7° 40' W. On 
this day the carpentel's were employed in making a trunk to 
carry the water from the pumps to the scuppers, owing to the 
circulllstances stated in the account of our passage down the 
river. It was satisfactory to find that one pump had been suf
ficient to keep the s~ip clear, during the whole of this g'ale, 
though \~e were oblIged to hav~ tha~ one constantly going; 
but as thIS labour became less llllpenOl1S as the wind mode
rated, we were convinced that the principal leak must be some
where above the water line. 

On this day, June 19, the wind was still adverse; and as 
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we had every prospect of a long' passage, I began to entertain 
serious thoughts of putting in to Loch Swilly, which was now 
in view, and which we could just fetch, in order to take in an 
additional supply of water and provisions, and either to get a 
new foremast, or to cause the old one to be stepped on the 
lower deck, and to procure a new mast-head to be fitted on it. 
With this intention I stood to the southward, and at noon we 
were within 18 miles from the entrance, being in latitude 550 32', 
longitude 70 55' W,'with Malin head in sight. A boat now came 
off which we believed to be a pilot vessel, but it proved to be 
a Dublin fishing boat, from which we obtained a g'ood supply 
of fresh fish. The wind, which was now variab!e, died away 
entirely at 6 P. M., when we were ten miles from the entrance 
of the loch; but at nine, a fresh breeze unexpectedly springing 
up from the south-south-west, we cbanged our plan, and bore 
up under all sail to continue our voyage. 

As it was now evident that we had not water and hay cnough 
to feed both the bullocks in our possession as far as the edge 
of the ice, one was killed. At midnight the breeze had in
creased, and the sea had also once more riseN, so that we had 
again a fair prospect before us. June 20, both increased as 
the day advanced; but we could entertain no doubt that it 
was nothing more than the sea occasioned by the late gales, 
though, as it crossed the course of the pxesentbreeze, it made 
our vessel labour violently. Notwithstanding this, and our 
course being to the north-west, the Krusenstern shipped very 
little water, which, as we were situated, was a fortunate cir
cumstan{le; and, by midnight, having completely cleared the 
channel, we were all in high spirits, hoping that we had now 
left the chief of our troubles behind us. 

The wind was from the south-east both on Saturday and 
Sunday, an.j we foulld that we had made about 200 miles. 
Divine service was performed on this last day, being the 21st, 
at eleven o'clock, and we trusted that our thanks to the Pro
vidence which had hitherto protected us through a series of 
troubles, wllich, though not extreme, were by no means light, 
were accepted. 

On M,onday the wind came to the north-east, being much 
more mudemte ; and at an carly hour in the morning, we passed 
the SIJQt marked in the chart as that where Pickersgill sounded 
in 300 fathoms. The state of the weather did not, however, 
permit us to repeat this trial at so great. a depth. The dis
tance we had thus run was 103 miles, the latitude being 560 52' 
N, and the longitull.e 19° 3' W; and we here saw a strange 
sail, which we took to be a "esse) from the Baltic bound for 
America. 

June 23, the wind being still fair, we made 113 miles, but 
had no observations. The tow ropes of the Krusenstern ap
pearing to be chafed., we shortened sail and tecured them, after 
which we held on our course. We were here surrounded by 
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shearwaters, but there was 100. mnch swell to allow us to. haist 
out a boat in tbis pursuit. On tbe 24th we were enabled to 
make observations; and, finding ourselves to the southward of 
our reckaning, altered our course to north-wellt by west, so as 
to. make a true west by north course. In the afternaon of this 
day we got up our proper foreyard, and set the foresail with 
the lower and topmast studding sails. The swell had consider
ably abated, and the wind was now much more moderate. 

June 25; though we had some smal1 rain on this day, the 
wind and the sea continued to decrease, and we employed the 
carpenters in fitting up a dispensary for the surgeon. The en ... 
gineers and armourer were also enabled to go on with the 
repairs of the engine and boiler, while the bellows were further 
put into the best condition in our power. We beg'an also to. 
prepare sails for the altered masts, that we might waste no. 
time, when it was uncertain how long we might enjoy our pre
sent tranquillity. 

June 26; an this morning there sprung up a fine fresh breeze, 
but 10wards noon the weather became calm and foggy, so that 
no observation was procured. The carpenters and engineers 
continued their work of yesterday, and in the afternoon we 
picked up a piece of drift wood, which, with the animals attach
ed to it, was preserved by Commander Ross (our naturalist in 
addition to all else); as were afterwards some specimens of the 
shearwater (procellaria pu.tfinus) which we contrived to shoot. 

A fresh and fair breeze sprung up once more at midnight; 
and at half-past thl'ee on the morning of the 27th, a strange 
schooner was seen standing to the north-east. The boilers 
having been at length repaired, they were now filled with 
water, and found to be water tight; on which the engineers 
were set to work to connect the forcing pump to the small en
gine, in hopes of saving the trouble which our men had for
merly experienced in working illis machinery. The little skiff 
was now taken in to be repaired and strengthened, and the 
new topmast was also finished. 

A smart breeze of wind now enabled us to keep all our sails 
set, and we found a considerable swell coming from the SW. 
Ther!" were some shearwaters and moJlemokes about the ship 
being the first time that we had yet fallen in with the latter: 
Our latitudc on the following day, Sunday, was 57° 7' N, and 
the longitude by the chronometer 35° W. Theship's company 
was mustered, and divine service performed. The wind was 
now variable, and tending to a calm; and, towards the evening 
the little breeze ofthe day was quite done, and the sea smooth: 
We therefore took this favourable opportunity to set up the 
new topmast in place of the jury one which we had made out 
of the fragment of the former; and having lashed and cleeted 
the heel about ten feet below the lower rigging, we found it 
snfficiently high to allow us to set the proper topsail on it close 
reefed. This was accordingly done; and our topgaUar:t sai~ 
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which had been used as a topsail since tIle accident, was also 
set in its proper place. 

These arrangements were no sooner finished than a fine 
breeze arose, but it unfortunately lasted only a few hours. We 
had shot some of the shearwaters that had attended us, and 
now determined to try whether this. bird was not eatable, in 
spite of its bad reputation, since it might be important for us 
hereafter to increase our resources of this nature, and to know 
to what we might trust in case of our coming to' short allow
ance. We found them excellent, even in a pie, though the 
most suspicious mode of cookery for meat of such a nature, 
and were glad to find that we need not even be forced by hun
ger to adopt a food which, if it never did more, would at least 
afford us variety. And I will now make this remark for the 
benefit of all who may be situated as we have often heen, what
ever use it may be turned to by those who, not knowing want, 
may find in the sea birds a source of variety or luxury. It has 
been overlooked by everyone, that the fishy flavour of all these 
animals is confined to the fat; the whole of which also is lodged 
:immediately under the skin, and is chiefly situated on the 
haunches. The muscles are always free of any oily, or rancid, 
or fishy taste, so that nothing more is requisite than to skin the 
animals, and especially on the back, to render them undis
tinguishable from a land bird, In this way even the cormor
ant and the puffin, strong-tasted as they are, can be cooked in 
any manner, without the possibility of being recognised for sea
fowl. In fa.ct this is equally true of many land birds; and in 
Sweden, where the cock of the wood and the black cock feed 
on juniper and fir, ('specially in winter, they are often scarcely 
eatahle, from the flavour of turpentine; while that is entirely 
removed by the same mode of treatment, so as to render them 
11 very acceptable game for the table. I believe, however, that 
I must except the mollemoke (fulmar peterel), since, in this 
bird, the fat is so mixed with the muscles, that no contrivance 
can rid tbem of their detestable flavour. 

tune 29; it being daylight soon after three in the morning 
of his day, a light air came from the eastward, and we set all 
our sails. We had seen an Iceland hawk last night, and now 
Qbserved two finners running to the north-east. Th'e carpen
ters were again set to work on the skiff, it being Monday, and 
were also employed in making a jigger-mast. We had made 
but twenty miles in the last twenty-four hours, being the worst 
run we had had since quitting the Irish coast; but, in the even
ing, a breeze came from the eastward, which continued during 
the night, and served to help 'us on considerably. At sunset 
there was a shower of rain; after which we saw an iceblink 
bearing NNW, the coasf of Greenland being computed to be 
about 220 miles off in that direetion. We also saW at this time 
many of the birds called boatllwains, besides our former attend
ants, the shsarwatllrs and mollemokes. 
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On the 30th we had fresh breezes and cloudy weather, with 
the wind from the north. All sail was set; and the carpenters 
finished their work on the boat and the jigger-mast. The fresh 
beef of the bullock which we had killed was this day exhausted, 
but we decided on keeping the other animal, if possible, until 
we arrived at the ice, as we might then contrive to use the 
whole, by means of the cold, in a fresl] state. The boilers 
seemed to continue tight, and the pump was in considerable 
progress; the bellows being also finished; so that we had a 
prospect of being again able to use our steam, to some extent 
at least, should the necessity for other aid than our sails arise, 
as indeed could not fail to be the case. 

July 1; the leaks which had now required us to keep our 
pumps going for at least an hour during every watch, in fine 
weather, and without cessation when it blew hard, were this 
day discovered to be the produce of three treenail holt's on the 
larboard side, abreast of the engine room. The largest ofthese, 
which was about three feet below the water line, was easily 
stopped, and this gave immediate relief to the pump. The 
other two, though less in size, were situated near the floor
heads, so that we could not get at them till an opportunity 
should offer for laying the ship aground: it was, however, sa
tisfactory to have found out the real nature of these two leaks, 
which also, in point of effect, were of little consequence. 

The land blink was now very perceptible; and in the evening 
we discerned the land itself, which we conceived to be Cape 
Farewell. The latitude and longitude of this point are 59° 38' 
N, and 420 45' W, while our own, at the time that we saw it, 
were 58° 8', and 42° 30' ; so that presuming these several things 
to be correct, our distance from it must have been about 31 
leagues. During this day the temperature of the air and of the 
sea fell three degrees; the air being 46°, and the water 47°, 
at sunset. 

On this day we began to keep a regular register of the ther
mometer :every two hours, though unfortunately losing one 
at the very first trial, through the unhandiness of the mate .. 
The wind was from the eastward, but there were evident signs 
of a change about to happen before no longtime should be past. 

July 2; we had, on this day, completed a fortnight of fail· 
wind, and with it our run from the point of our last departure, 
Loch Swilly to Cape Farewell. Towards the evening, as we 
had foreseen, the wind veered to the northward, and our ves
sel could no longer lie her course. We now passed the spot 
where the Hecla and Griper had been on the 13th of June, 
1819, after having left Fair island on the 19th of May; and as 
we had taken our own departure from Loch Swilly on the 18th 
ef June, it followed that we had gained eleven days on that ex
pedition, in nearly the same run of 1300 miles. 

We had served out to t.he men, on the 1st of July, an allow
ance of clothes calculated for the climate we were now to en~ 
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counter. This consisted of a blue jacket and trousers, a flan
nel shirt, a comfortable, a pair of wadmal hose, a pair offlannel 
drawers, a Welsh wig, a pail' of sea boots, and another of car
pet boots. The jackets of the officers and petty officers were 
slightly distinguished, so that our equipage had altogether a 
very uniform and orderly appearance. These clothes, with ex
ception of the boots, were a present to the men: and a reserve 
set for each was kept in store in case of need. 

Our new jigger-mast had been got ready on the 2d (yester
day), together with two beams at the stern to support it and 
the out-rigger; and, after examining our run, we found it to be 
96 miles, but unfortunately on only a south-west course. Thus, 
on this day, we found ourselves in latitude 57° 47', and in lon
gitude by account, 46° 53', The temperature of the air at mid
night had been 41°, and that of the sea 43°. After making a 
board to the south-west, we tacked at 8 P. M., and stood all 
night to the northward; so that at noon on the next day, we 
found ourselves in latitude, by observation, 57° 59', and longi
tude 47° 31', The weather was hazy, and the winds light and 
variable. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OFF CAPE FAREWELL-FIRST ICEBERG SEEN-ABREAST OF BAAL'S 
RIVER-SIGHT OF SUKKERTOP-LAND AND ISLANDS NEAR WIDE
FORD SEEN-A CODliANK DISCOVERED-MOUNTAIN CALLED OLD 

WOMA~'S HOOD-ARRIVAL AT AN ANCHORAGE. 

THIS day, July 5, being Sunday, it was calm during the whole 
morning. At half-past ten the ship's company was mustered, 
as we were then just entering Davis's straits, being off Cape 
Farewell. The weather being cold, and the men in their warm 
dresses, we for a moment forgot that we were now in the very 
midst of summer and in its hottest period; scarcely even think
ing of the contrast between our own situation and sensations, 
and those of the friends we had left behind. After divine ser
vice, a fine fair breeze soon sprung up, and we secured a piece 
of fir timber which was passing us; the fragment of some ship, 
since it was full of treenail holes. It was covered by different 
marine animals, and was therefore a prize to Commander Ross. 

At eight o'clock this evening we were going' at the rate of six 
miles an hour, and our rate increased during the night so ra
pidly, that we were at length obliged to shorten sail, chiefly on 
account of the Krusenstern, which we could not conveniently 
tow along when under any considerable velocity. We now dis
tinctly saw the land, which we supposed to be Cape Farewell, 
about thirty leagucs distant, and near it a number of icebergs, 
bearing north-east by north. 

July 6th; the breeze continuing favourable, we had a pros
pect of making ourselvcs amends for the former two baffling 
days, and now passed many pieces of drift wood, but under too 
rapid a motion to allow of our securing any. Our latitude at 
noon was 590 33', and longitude by the chronometer 50° 54': 
so that we found that we had made 140 miles in the last twen
ty-four hours. The temperature of the air was 48°, and that of 
the water 44°: and there was now no land in sight. 

July 7th; the breeze still continued till three in the after
noon of this day; and we found by the log, at noon, that we 
had run 138 miles since the preceding one; but as the hazi
ness of the weather prevented us from taking any observations 
for the chronometer, we could not form a more accurate com
putation. As the latitude, however, which was 61° 33', gave 
four miles more of northing on a north-west course, we attri
buted this increase of westing to a swell from the SSE. In 
consequence of this swell we wefe obliged, in the evening, to 
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shorten sail, by taking in the mainsail, gaff topsail, and top
gallant sail. We, however, set the latter again at daylight on 
the next day; replacing the mainsail also by the studding saiki 
on each side. 

At nine this morning we hau altered the course to north
west half north, true meridian; having found this to he north
east by north according to our compasses, which, including the 
variation and the deviation, differed, on this course, four points 
and a half from the true bearings. Some shearwaters were 
still seen, and the mollemokes increased in numhers, as did the 
pieces of floating drift wood. After three, this fair breeze gra
dually fell off; and at midnight we were not making more than 
two miles and a half in the hour, with the weather still some
what hazy. 

JUly 8; on the whole of this day there were light airs with 
intervals of calm, and with eat's paws coming gradually to the 
NE. We accordingly wore, and stood to the eastward. A 
little before noon we picked up a tree which mcasured twenty
one feet in length and three feet in circumference near the root. 
It was without branches or bark, and proved to be larch, per
fectly sound. The root fortunately contained a natural knee 
exactly suited to one of OUf wants, which was that of a boat's 
davit; and it was accordingly converted into one, as was a 
part of the other end; so that with these two, when completed, 
we found that we SllOUld be enabled to carry another boat over 
the quarter. Some shearwaters were shot, and a small fish 
taken; a drawing of which was "made for our collection of na
tural history, while the specimen itself was preserved in spirit 
of wine. At midnight the temperature of the air was 39°, and 
that of the water 42°. 

On the ninth, having observed for the latitude, we found it 
to be 620 36', and the longitude by the chronometer 540 31'. 
The whole day was passed between Jig'ht airs and calms; but 
as the swell set from the southward, we contrived to keep 
steerage way on the ship. A quantity of sheflrwaters' and 
boatswains were shot by Commander Ross, who kept the best 
for specimens, the rest being added to OUf usual commons: and 
we also found that a gannet pie was preferred to the best piece 
of corned beef which we could produce, confirming the remark 
I have already made. Many more shearwaters were afterwards 
seen, so that I might safely call their numbers immense. Two 
·finners also came alongside; and one "of them was struck in 
the shoulder by a musket ball, without however being killed, 
as far as we could <!iiscover. 

July 10; this day was perfectly calm during the whole twenty
four hours, with the exception of some cat's paws that lasted 
only a few minutes. The ship's head was generally to the north 
and north.east, amI I now had occasion to regret that the en,. 
gine was not so ready for use as I had anticipated a few days 
before. The gear of the forcing pump had taken much more 
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time than was expected, though the engineers and armourer 
llad been steadily at work. The carpenters, however,contrived 
to fix the new davits, and we g"ot out one of the six-oared boats 
and hoisted it up on the larboard gangway. We took this op
portunity also of getting out of the Krusensiern five casks of 
salt provisions which 11ad been left in bel' for ballast, together 
with a log of oak which we wanted for present use. A great 
many shearwaters, boatswains, and kittiwakes, were killed for 
use; but on this day we were unable to get any observations 
on account of tbe baze, which was very thick. 

July 11; this morning tlle wind sprung up from the north by 
west, being directly against us, so that we hegan to be fearful 
lest our passage should be delayed. We stood to the eastward, 
and at three, picked up a piece of an American cedar-tree, 
sound and convertible to use. We killed as many birds as 
would suffice for the men's Sunday dinner, and accordingly 
served out to them flour enough to make crusts for their pies. 
We could get no observation at noon; and the wind increased, 
as did the cold, the air and water being both at 43°. At ten 

"in the evening the temperature of the latter suddenly fell to 
38°; which, indicating the approach of ice in some form, in
duced us to tack and stand to the westward. We had seen 
the coast of Greenland at intervals, and had thp,refore little 
doubt that we were approaching" the land ice. It blew too 
fresh to use the engine, even had it been completed; but we 
still hoped that we might be able to take advantage of it on 
Monday. 

On Sunday, July 12, the weather was thick and foggy, and 
it was blowing fresh. At daylight we saw a strange sail stand
ing to the eastward; slle seemed a brig, but we were at too 
great a distance to make out exactly what she was. There 
was too much swell to admit ofdivinc service, so that we could 
but muster .the men. We had an indifferent observation im
mediately after noon, and found the latitude to be 63° 15', and 
the longitude 54° 23'. Much drift wood, and many birds, pass
ed by us; the kittiwakes becoming much more numerous. As 
on the preceding evening, the water fell in temperature, but 
again rOSe shortly after; the lowest being 37io, and the highest 
43°: whence we concluded that we had again approached 
some ice. At eight in the evening we fell into a strong rip
plilJg current, which made the ship very uneasy, and seemed 
to indicate the set of a stream out of Davis's Strait. The temper
ature of the water was than 390 and 40°, but it afterwards rose 
to 410, thollgh we were nearest to the eastern land, and, as we 
computed, not more than fifty miles from it. 

July 13; we had stood first to the eastward Jast night, and 
then to the westward after midnight, the wind gradually de
creasing; and on this day it fell calm at noon. We had tack
ed at three in the morning, when we found ourselves in the 
ripple, and as it cleared up about ten, we concluded that we 
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were witllin fifteen leagues of the land near the exit of Baal's 
river; discovering' then also the first iceberg which we had seen 
since entering the stmits. We could not help noticing it as a 
remarkable coincirlence, if it was no more, that this berg was 
nearly in tbe same latitude and longitude as the second one 
which we had seen from the Isabella eleven years before. It 
is indeed not to be conceived that it could be the same; yet, 
having in my possession a correct drawing of that one, it was 
even more l'emarkable that the resemblance between the forms 
of the two should have been so great as we found it. 

We sent a boat to it for the purpose of procuring ice which 
mig'ht furnish us with water, and she returned in three hours 
with two tons on board. The officer reported that he saw 
several whales, and many seals near this iceberg, which was 
covered with birds, and he found no difficulty in landing. The 
brig which we had seen on Sunday morning was also in sight, 
nine miles to the north of us; and when the breeze sprung up 
about five, we saw her steer for Baal's river, whence we con
cluded that she was a Danish vessel. We saw more birds to
day, including dovekies, than we remembered to have ever 
seen together before, as well as a quantity of seaweed from 
which many small fishes and other marine animals were pro
cured, and preserved by Commander Ross. 

Another large piece of useful American cedar was also pick
ed up to-day; and the carpenters were employed in fitting an 
oak masthead to the foremast, that we might be ready to fix it 
on at the first convenient opportunity. The engineer having 
also finished his work, consisting in the repair,g and improve
ments of the engine which we had planned, it was tried so far 
as to ascertain how thc feeding pump would act, and whether 
the boiler could now be trusted. The former was f01'1l1d or 
thought to have been, a successful piece of work; but though 
the principal leak of the latter was stopped, the small one at 
the foremost end was not cured. The engine was not, however, 
set gojng, because the springing up of a breeze rendered it 
unnecessary. 

On the same evening we were abreast of Baal's river, and 
shaped our course to the. NNW, that we might g'ain a little 
more offing, as the wind was to the SW. The weather re
mained cloudy all day; and, judg'ing by the land, we thougllt 

. ourselves carried by a current to the northward. This indeed 
was made manifest by our observations, which gave us 630 39' 
of latitude, or about nine miles more than thc latitude by ac
count. The breeze"went on increasing, so that at midnight 
we·were going three knots. . 

On Tuesday, July 14, at daylight, which was now about two 
o'clock in the morning, the weather was foggy, and continued 
so till eight, when it cleared away; and the breeze.at the same 
time began to fall off, so as to subside into a calm at six in the 
evening. Nevertheless, we were ahle to keep steerageway on the 
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slJip, as there was a swell fr?m the southward. W e ~ad a .good 
observation at noon, by WhICh we found ourselves 10 latItude 
640 48', and in longitude 63° 45', We obtained on this ,day a 
fine view of the remarkable mountain Sukkertop (the sugar 
loaf), of which I was enabled to make two drawings; the one 
bearing NNE and tbe other due east. It appeared to be 
about twelve leagues distant, and far overtopped all the sur
rounding mountains. 

The carpenters continued to be employed upon the new 
masthead; and as we had replenished our water, we served 
out an allowance for washing, together with a quantity of soap 
to each man. Some rain fell about six in the evening, and the 
swell increased so much as to be very troublesome; while a 
breeze also sprung up from the NE by north, our true course 
being north by west. At nine it cleared away, when we had 
another view ofthe magnificent mountains near Cockin Sound, 
and saw the land as high as Queen Anne's Cape. But one 
iceberg was seen to-day, and that a very small one; and we 
continued to meet with birds, sea-weed, and drift-wood. Dur
ing the calm, the ship's head being to the eastward, we found 
that we had neared the land considerably; but after the wind 
was up, we found ourselves within about twelve leagues of it, 
the Kin of Sael bearing east by north, and Sukkertop SE by 
east-half-east. 

J llly 15; tbe swell continued all night, and this prevented 
us from using the engine, which, as far as our yesterday's trial 
had gone, seemed at last ready for use. The ice which we 
had seen in the morning had been left behind, and we saw no 
more this day, but, as usual, passed many birds and some 
drift wood. It being clear at noon, we succeeded in getting 
an observation, in which we found ourselves in latitude 660 
20', and longitude 64° 20', In the morning, at eight, the tem
perature of the air and water were at 580, and it rose to 490 at 
noon. In the evening, the wind advanced to the NW; and 
at half-past ten, we tacked and stood to the eastward. We, 
on this day, crossed the track of the Isabella on th€ 30th of 
June, 1818, and were as far north as the Hecla and Griper had 
been on the 2d of July, 1824; and in the evening had a fine 
view of the striking range of mountains on this coast, Queen 
Anne's Cape bearing ENE at ten o'clock, and the land being 
seen to a great distance. The carpenters had been fully em
ployed the whole of the day in forwarding their work. 

July 16; the wind was against us all this day, and attended 
by so much swell tbat we could neitber attempt to employ the 
enginf' nor make any progress by our sails. At noon we were 
in latitude 650 34', and in longitude, by the chronometer, 550 
21'. We stood to. the eastward till four in the morning, and 
found ourselves DIne leagues from the land: standing to the 
westward after this til} four in the aftt;rnoon, when we again 
wore. We soon lost'slght of the land, III consequencepfa fog 
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Wh~oh came on about six i but it cleared away about ten, after 
WhICh -we saw no more land, nor any ice. The temperature 
both of the air and waler was 400 • We saw a few loons and 
shearwaters, but we believed that we had yesterday eaten the 
last allowance we should get of the latter, as we had always 
found that they ceased to frequent the sea farther north. 

July 17; the wind was more moderate this day, and the 
swell so much ahated that we set the lee paddle of the engine 
to work. We found that it madt' seventeen revolutions in the 
minute, and assisted us very much in plying to windward. In 
fa?! we could now keep the ship one point nearer the wind, 
With a velocity also of three and a half miles, instead of two 
and a half, and without making more than the half of our former 
leeway. In the morning watch, a good many whales and seals 
were seen, with numerous flocks of shearwaters asleep on the 
surface of the sea. Land was also seen a little to the north
ward of that which we had noted yesterday, yet only for a few 
minutes between seven and eight o'clock; while a fog that at
tended us cleared away. At eleven in the morning, the engine 
not having been at work more than thrt'e hours, one of the 
boilers began to leak. The fire was therefore immediatt'ly put 
out in it, when the other was found not to have sufficient power 
to keep the wheel going. Every thing was therefore stopped, 
and the fires extinguished, that we might endeavour once more 
to get the damage rt'paired. On examination, it was found 
that the largest and the larboard pipe, which are placed with
in the boiler, had been pressed flat, and that the outer edges 
of each had rent; thus accounting for the escape of the water, 
which was found to have made its way out at s_even points in 
the larger, and at three in the smaller one. 

We immediately set to work to replact' the large, and to re
pair the small pipe; but found this to be both a tedious and a 
difficult undertaking. The screwholes in the flaunches did not 
correspond to each other, so tllat we were obliged to make new 
ones, after plugging up the old. Neither did the flaunches 
themselves meet as they ought to have done; thus materially 
increasing the trouble of the workmen, while we regretted 
every hour the loss of the valuable time which was slipping 
away. Thus did we labour till midnight, when on trying the 
pipes by forcing water into them, we still found furthel'. altera
tions necessary, as, eventually, we had to fit two new pIpes, so 
as to occupy 1'IS the whole of this, the 17th day of July. 

Our iatitudt' by observation this day at noon, ~as 650 37', 
and the longitude Ify the chronometer 500 ; showmg th.at we 
had made ten miles northinO". The temperature of the all' and 
the sea had not changed, a~d the wind had rather increased, 
withuut however any sensible augmentation of the swell. 

July is; the e~gineers and armourer ,were still employed on 
the engine; my own anxiety als~ causmg me topa~s nearly 
aU my time in the . engine room, Slllce I found that thIS repctJ.-
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tion of adverse winds might materially obstruct our passage 1;0 
Whale islands. By noon, consequently, we had only made fOllr 
miles northing; and it was not till five in the afternoon that 
the work was reported to be ready. After an hour's labour in 
g-etting up the steam, the engine was thus at last set to work 
on the lee paddles; but they had not been quite half an hour 
in motion when the main key of the shaft gave way, and we 
were once more obliged to stop, under greater provocation to 
the patience of all of us than it would be easy to describe. 
There seemed, indeed, no end to the vexations produced by 
this accursed machinery; since the larboard boilt'r also waS 
again found to have sprung a leak. Nevertheless, we took the 
opportunity of screwing up the flaunches, though they were 
still warm; and the workmen set to work immediately to make 
a new key, though we could not hope to be ready for Monday. 
The paddle was consequently also hove up; when, as if we 
were not sufficiently troubled already, the tackle block gave 
way, and it came down, but, fortunately, without doing any 
damage. We, however, fitted a new tackle, and thus got it 
out of the water. 

July 19; during the last night the wind and weather re
mained without alteration, nor was there any change in the 
tempt'rature of the sea or the air. This morning, being Sun
day, the weather was foggy, and the wind in the same direc
tion, but more moderate: we consequently made little pro
gress. At noon, as usual, the men were mustered in good 
health and spirits, and divine service performed. Wesaw the 
first walrus this day, with a good many whales, and abundance 
of birds. We stood off the land till noon, and then tacked: 
our latitude being 65° 42', and longitude 55° 12', with the tem
perature of both the air and sea 420, and the same at midnight 
as in the day. 

July 20; this day commenced with a calm, which continued 
till about eight, when a light breeze sprang up from the south
ward, and continued so as to give us a run of about fifteen miles 
during these twenty-four hours. Everyone that could work 
was employed on the engine; and having fitted a new key on 
the shaft with all possible care, it was ready for use by the even
ing; even the boilers now seeming less likely to leak than they 
had done before. The breeze, however, was such as to render 
it unnecessary; so that we delayed a trial, which was p~rhaps 
onlydistined to disappoint us once more. 

We had now been beating about for fourteen days, in a situ
ation little calculated to make much progress, from the various 
misfortunes which had beset us; and I had therefore determined, 
should the wind continue so unfavourable but one day longer 
to look for some convenient anchorage on the coast, where w~ 
could fish or tongue the foremast, and make such other altera
tions as would enable us to carry more sail. With this view 
the anchors were got ready; but the occurrencCi>, of this last fa-
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vourable breeze suspended tbe execution of this design, an d 
gave us hopes that some better fortune was now in store for us. 

We now sounded with the deep-sea lead every two hours, 
and found from 38 to 50 fathoms, bringing up shells and small 
'stones; while the nature of the bottom and the depth of water 
showed that we were probably on a fishing bank. We there
fore tried ourlines, and caught some excellent cod and halibut, 
wllich proved very acceptable as a change from our salt provi
sions. A large iceberg was seen this evening at a considerable 
distance, with many whales and birds. "Ve still continued to 
shoal the water, which diminished from 39 to 35 fathoms by 
midnight; continuing to sound and fish during the whole 
night. 

At foUl' on the following morning, July 21, it shoaled to 23, 
after which the water became suddenly deep, and we found no 
bottom at 70 fathoms by six o'clock. When on the shallow
est part, we judged oUl'seives to be in the latitude of the rock 
on which the Victorious man-of-war struck during the last war, 
being 66° 2 L': and though we conjectured that this shoal might 
be a continuation of the same ridge, our time would not admit 
of a closer examination. 

The land and islands near Wideford were now seen bearing 
east by north, about ten leagues distant; but we could not see 
the sun so as to obtain any observation. At three in the morn
ing we passed the iceberg which we had seen the day before 
yesterday, heing but the third one we had seen since our arri
val in Davis's Straits. The carpenters were employed in fit
ting up a lugyard to our jigger-mast; and the iron hoops for 
the foremast head were now also finisbed, with every thing else 
necessary for repairing this damage as soon as a convenient 
harbour should he found. We were even in hopes of getting 
to Whalefish islands this week. At noon the land about Wide
ford bore east: but our fair wind gradually fell off in the after
noon, and the engine being supposed to he now serviceable, 
we put on the steam and stood to the eastward, with the in
tention of clearing some rocks which appeared above water 
much further west than any which are laid down in the chart. 

We had been swept towards the shore, either by the tide or 
a current; but at midrJight we had made considerable way 
from the land by the aid of the engine and our sails. Tbe 
former, however, was but of partial use. Owing to the leaky 
state of the boilers, we could employ but one, under which we 
could make 11-0 quicker progress than a mile within the hour, 
We therefore stoppev. it at four o'clock, to clear the furnaces 
renewing the attempt at eight, but with no better success. In 
compensation, we had the continued advantage of enduring 
these endless trials of our patience; and whatever rewards 
may be allotted to the exertions of this virtue,. we had assur
edly a fair claim to them. 

July 22; it being calm tl1is morning, the steam was conti
D 
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nued till nine, wben a breeze sprung up from the NNW, being 
rigbt ahead, and so strong that the engine, as it was now act
ing, was quite useless. It was therefore stopped. We had 
fished on the bank as long as it was calm, in depths varying 
from 14 to 36 fathoms ;but on standing to the west, we dropped 
suddenly into 50, and then into 70. As the small engine had 
Leen unable to work the bellows, this duty fell on the men, 
who had consequently undergone about twelve hours of tbis 
disagreeable labour, and were much fatigued; so that we were 
obliged to give them a turn offour hour's rest. Tbe wind in
creasing in the course of the day, the weather becanlt' foggy. 
ar,d we stood to the westward. At eight in the evening we 
renewed our attempt witb the engine, using only the lee paddle, 
when it proved that the average of revolutions in the minute 
was but ten, no effort of the engineer having been able to carry 
them bf'yond sixteen, though the ship received so much aid 
from the sails as considerably to diminish the resistance of tbe 
water against the wheel. 

The quantity of fish which we had caught, consisting of cod 
and halibut, was found to weigh 453 pounds; so that we were 
able to serve the crew with an allowance of two pounds each, 
a variation in their food not less conducive to their health than 
it was acceptable. In the afternoon the swell increased so 
much, that the engine was no longrr of use. It was therefore 
stopped, and the wheel hoisted up; wbile the engineers took 
the opportunity of renewing their nrver-encling repairs. At 
five we made the land; and as it was then blowing fresh, with 
every appearance of a continued adverse wind, I determined 
to look for a convenient harbour whcre I might repair our da
mages. 

We accordingly stood in for th e entrance of a large inlet; 
and when as near as we could approach with safety, Comman
der Ross was despatched in a boat to look for an anchorage. 
In the mean time, having passed to the south ward of some 
small islands, I stood off with the sIlip, waiting with much 
anxiety for the appointed signal to bear up. I continued to 
sound as we stood on, and found the water deepen from thirty~ 
five fathoms till there was no bottom at seventy. A stream 
which was either the tide or a current, I could not be sur~ 
which, appeared setting here toward the nortb, and a creek 
was seen at tbe entrance of an inlet between tIle land and an 
island with a beacon on it. The land itself was very remark
able; bearing a high mountain with a sharp peak on it, quite 
unlike in character to that by which it was surrounded; the 
mountain itself is called the old woman's hood; and there 
is also among the charts a draught ofthe harbour which it serves 
to mark. 

We could not help once more observing from this point in 
our present voyage, what had already struck us so forcibly, in 
the rarity, almost the absence of icebergs, namely, that all the 
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visible land was peculiarly free from ice. This led us to hope, 
as we had in reality believed likely before our departure from 
England, that the preceding winter had been peculiarly mild, 
and that the temptation under which it was, chiefly, that we 
had determined not to lose the present summer, late as we had 
been in setting out, would be followed by better success tban 
we had expected under some of our recent disappoil1tment~. 
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CHAPTER V. 

VISIT OF THE DANISH GOVERNOR OF THE SETTLEMENT AT HOLSTEIN
BORG-RESIDENCE THERE AND PURCHASE OF STORES FROM THE 
WRECK OF THE ROOKWOOD-DEPARTURE FROM HOLSTIUNBORG. 

ON the morning' of Thursday, July 23, we continued in expec
tation of our boat, which made her appearance about one 
o'clock: coming out to the southward of the island with the 
appointed signal flying, to signify that she had discovered a 
harbour. We therefore bore up for it under all sail, as the 
wind had now much moderated. On approaching the high 
land, we found it nearly calm, though there was a strong breeze 
still in the offing; and at two o'clock Commander Ross carne 
on board. His report was, that he had discovered a cove at 
the east side of the beacon island, appearing to be perfectly 
safe, and with four fathoms a little after high water: being at 
the same time so small that it would be necessary to moor the 
ship Loth head and stern. Admitting that the water might 
ebb another fathom, there would be still enough for a ship of 
so moderate a draught as ours: so that we determined to make 
for it at once. 

Proceeding, we first passed a round island, and aftel'ward~ 
a rock above water, resembling a dead whale, situated to the 
right hand of tIle island. There appeared to be a good chan
nel, however, on each side of it: ancl standing on till we ap
pIOached the island, we found it to be about two hundFed 
yards in length. It was between this and the" beacon island 
that our intended harbour lay, which was thus defended from 
the north by the main land and the islands near, as, to the 
south, it was covered by many others, situated at various dis
tances. The boats soon towed us round, and we entered from 
the south, mooring by ropes from each bow and quarter. 

It was during this attempt that we first saw the moon since 
we had quitted the coast of Scotland on the 14th of June. The 
consequence was, that we l1ad been unable to procure a single 
lunar observation during the whole passage. It was now most 
brilliant; and being seen between the peaks of the lofty and 
picju~'esque mountains of this coast, the effect was splendid in. 
the hIghest degree; the mgged sides and peaks of all these 
11iils appearing in all their di~tinctness through an atmosphere 
which seemed as if it had never known a vapour. 
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At five o'clock the tide had ebbed considerably, so as to 
Icave us only twelve feet water. We found no inhabitants on 
the beacon island; but the presence of three Esquimaux dogs 
assured us that we were not far from some settlement. As
cending' to the beacon, I gained a view of two magnificent in
lets, 'surrounded by mountains of a very striking character; 
far more striking now than they had appeared on entering the 
harbour, as the view which I obtained was more extensive. 
Being entirely clear of snow, while broken into precipices, 
and shooting upwards their sharp and rugged peaks, their as
pect was very different indeed from what had occurred to us 
in our former voyage, when the season was earlier, and the 
presen(;e of snow on them not only obscured their forms in 
many places. but, by bringing them near to the eye, destroyed 
all atmospheric perspective, all keeping and all landscape ef
feet. It was truly a splendid and a striking scene, well worthy 
of the pencil of a very different artist, as it defied the little 
power which I possessed. 

The sight of numerous rocks and breakers, both to the north 
and the south, now proved that we had chosen the right pas
Ilage, or rather the only navigable onc; guided more by good 
fortune than by observations which we had not in reality the 
power of making. The island itself was a far finer object than 
our former experience at an earlier, and perhaps in a worse 
season, had given us reason to expect on this icy coast, and 
Joeminded us in a lively manner of the far fairer lands which 
we had quitted but a month before, and the SUIumer which we 
IIClieved we had left behind. Every practicable part of the 
surface, even the smallest spot which was not a pure precipice 
or a sea rock, was covered with verdure; while a profusion of 
wild p.lants, now in full and luxuriant blossom, rendered that 
a summer garden which we expected to find what we had often 
done before, a chaos of rugged rocks and cold snow. We no 
long-er, therefore, wondered at those who had given the name 
of Greenland to a country, which others as well as ourselves 
Jlad long thought to have been ridiculed by such a denomina
tion. It was in truth a green land, as far as our present situa
tion was concerned; and that green the more striking from 
the long absence of all but sea and sky, and the desolation 
of ice and rocks which, if we did not see at this moment, we 
knew full well lay all around us, as we had aIPply witnessed 
it on former occasions. N or was it free of the usual accom
paniments of a hot climate, the especial torments of a northern 
summer, in the crowds, swarms, of mosquitoes, which pursued 
us with a virulence even greater than many of us had often 
experienced in the West Indies. 

Returning on board at eight o'clock, I found that the water 
Ilad continued to fall, so that we had hut a few inches between 
our keel and the ground. There were, in fact, but ei.;ht feet 
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six inches at low water, though it was somewhat deeper astern.i 
but as there was no swell, nor any prospect, of one, we were 
satisfied to remain as we were. 

The approach of any boat from tht' inlet could not here be 
seen, from the position of the island; so that we VI ere taken by 
surprise at the arrival of a Danish flag, shortly after I had re
turned on board, accompanied by a multitude of canoes. They 
were alongside almost as soon as they were seen; and we 
were pleased to find there were two Europeans in the crmyd, 
which at first seemed to consist of Esquimaux alone, beIng 
dressed in the usual clothing of the natives. They introduced 
each other as the governor and clergyman of the district of 
Holsteinborg, saying that they hat! come to know who we were, 
and wheth.er we wert' in want of any assistance. They had not 
seen us enter, hut had observed our masts appearing over the 
rocks, so that they supposed us to be a wrecked vessel, since 
no ship had ever been seen in this creek. 

We Jound this governor, named Kall, a person of very pre
possessing manners and appearance. He seemed about thirty 
years of age, and had been re~identduring six, with the charge 
of this district under the title of Colonies Bestyrere, subject to 
the government of Leiny, who has the rank of Major in the 
Danish Navy. The clergyman, named Kijer, seemed to be 
about the same age, with the manners and language of a well 
educated and intelligent man, He had been resident during 
the same time, with a wife and small family. 

They informed us that the harbour of Holsteinborg, instead 
of being in the great inlet to the south of us, lay in the smaller 
one, only three miles distant, and entreated us to move our ship 
to it, as we should then be in a place of greater security; offer
ing us, at the same time, any aid that we might require, whe
ther in the way of suppJi("s or aught else, and expressing a de
sire to show us such hospitality as was in their power. We 
learned from them, that the Rookwood whaler, belonging to 
Mr. Mellish, and from London, had struck on a rock near 
,V oman's islands, on the 4th of June, and had proceeded hither 
to repair her damages. It was found, however, that her main 
keel was broken in three places, so· that she now lay a wreck 
in the harbour; the master, Flett, having consequently landed 
all llis stores and provisions, and sold a part to the Danish go
vernment, leaving the remainder under the governor's charge 
together with the hull and riggin!(". ' 

I informed them of the nature and ()bject of our enterprise, 
and requested permission to purchase such provisions and 
stores, with spars or whatever else might be needful and suit
able to us, of those which remained under his custody from the 
wreck. To this he readily consented; assuring us that he took 
much interest in thc success of our undertaking, and also re
peating his oITnof furnishing us from his own stores with what-
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ever eIsl' we m~ght want. It occulTed to me immediately, 
among other thIng's, that the mizen mast of the Rookwood 
which had once been the Rattler sloop of war, must be about 
the size of our foremast, and that by taking it, instead of 
tonguing our own, we should not only save much time, but get 
a far more secure and suitable mast. In reality, this mast was 
already proved to have been two feet too short; and the pro
jected repair to which we had been driven, would increase this 
deficiency to three feet and a half . 
. The governor having, on my announcing my consequent de

SIre to see the wreck, kindly offered me a passage in his boat, 
I embarked together with Commander Ross, that we might in
spect the mast in question, and determine on our proceedings 
respecting it. In the way, these gentlemen, who spoke Eng
lish, ,communicated to us the names of the several islands, 
rocks, mountains, and inlets which we saw in passing, as I 
shall have occasion to notice in the place aJ.'lpropriated to those 
circumstances. To this useful information was added the most 
agreeable news which we had heard since we had left home; 
confirming what we Had already been led to believe from the 
absence of ice, and the more gratifying that it still more com
pletely justified us in having determined to prosecute our expe
dition this summer, notwithstanding all the untoward circum
stances by which it had been obstructed and delayed. 

We were assured that the present season was the mildest 
which had been known during the memory of the oldest person 
in this settlement, and that the preceding one had also been 
unusually mild. With this, they declared their conviction, 
that if ever the north-west passage was discovered, it would be 
in the present summer. In detail, they stated that there were 
only three days during all the latter part of the preceding year, 
in which the harbour might not have been crossed by a boat, 
that the thermometer had only been for oue day as low as minus 
180, and that since that time it had never stood beneath go be
low zero (both) of Reaumur. This was a great contrast to the 
five preceding years, during which it had often, and for a con
siderable time, been as low as 320 below zero orthe samescaJe. 
They also added, that although there had been a good deal 
of snow during the winter, there had been very little frost in 
comparison with the usual course of things; every particular 
confirming the general assertion respecting the mildness of 
the present summer. 

Having proceeded about thrce miles up the inlet, we gained 
sight of the f1agstaff'and the town. TLis opens to the north
west; being on an elevated spot about five hundred yards from 
the landing-place, which is situated at the head of a little 
creek, that by its curvature towards the south-west is hid from 
the sea, and forms a secure basin for boats or small vessels, 
which are also easily taken in at high water. 
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We found the Rookwood lying close to this landing-place, 
heeled to starhoard but with her top-masts still standing; and 
though it was not ~t that time low water, it was evident that 
she was completely stranded. We lan?ed under a salute; 
an honour which I did not expect, but WhICh we returned after
wards, of course, as soon as an opportunity occurred. We 
were received by Mrs. Kijer, who was in waiting to conduct 
us to their hospitable mansion; and in both, Commander Ross 
was delighted to recognise two old acquaintances, having known 
them during a former voyage, at the Whale islands. Fortu
nately, knowing the Danish myself, I was enabled to converse 
with this lady also, as her knowledge did not, like her hus
band's, extend to the English language. We were treated 
with what we might here consider an elegant repast of venison 
and other things, and served by Esquimaux females in their 
native costumes, but far surpassing in cleanliness those with 
whom we had been in communication on former occasions, and 
moreover decorated with a profusion of beads, while their 
hair was bound with pink handkcrchiefs. 

After dinner we inspected the settlement, which consisted 
of the governor's and clergyman's houses, a church, two store
houses, a bakehouse, and about forty Esquimaux huts. The 
two houses were built of woud, having a ground story con
taining a commodious dining-room, a good bed-room, a small 
parlour, and a kitchen; the governor's having an extra room 
adjoining, for the accommodation of his two boats' crews and 
two pilots. The apartments were low, and having cross heams 
in the ceiling, resembled the fore-cabin of a 50 gun ship. The 
upper story contained only bed-rooms for servants, being a 
species of attic. To the church there is a small steeple some
·what surmounting the huilding; the inside being neat and 
plain, with an organ at one extremity and the altar at the 
other, though the former was not seen, as it had been sent horne 
to be repaired. The church is capable of containing two hun
dr~d p!,rsons, and. is well att~nded; the stermon and prayers 
bemg III the EsqUlmaux and III the Danish language on the 
alternate Sundays. I need not say that the Danish form is the 
Lutheran; nor need I repeat the praise so well deserved and 
so often bestowed on the Danish government for their atten
tion to the spiritual welfar" of the Greenlanders; and as little 
need I notice the well-known success which has attended the 
Jabours of the worthy clergymen who have undertaken this 
office, under such a banishment and such privations. 

The store-house at the landing-place is the l"t:ceptacle of all 
lle~vy articles ;. and a! the other, higher up, sume of the people 
reSide. There IS no view of the sea from the town, the harbour 
alone being visible. It is defended from the east by hig]l rocks, 
and also from the west by others, so as to be well s1l eItered, 
while it is covered from the south, though at a greater di~ 
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tance, by the huge mountain called the Old Woman's Hood, 
and has also a prospect of a range of lofty hills fronting the 
harbour. It is thus a really interesting, and almost a romantic 
spot; being, nevertheless, scarcely endurable as a residence, 
were even a tolerable portion of the year such as it chanced to 
be at our visit. From an eminence a little way beyond it, we 
obtained a fine view of the sea and its countless islands, form
ing an interesting maritime landscape, out of the power of our 
pencils at least, if not of better ones than ours; and, from the 
same point, we could also discern our own floating home, lying 
snug in her little cove. The Esquimaux name of this town is 
Tirieniak Plldlit, meaning, as we understood, the "foxes' 
11()les." 

Proceeding, after our return, to examine tile Rookwood, I 
soon found that some of her stores would be a valuable acqui
sition to us; so that besides the pleasure which we were en~ 
joying, in the only day of comfort which we had met with since 
our departure from Woolwich, we had also fallen on what was 
as good to us at least, considering our few wants, as an English 
dockyard. The mizen mast suited us as well as ifit had been 
made on purpose for our foremast; and the provisions which 
remained unsold, were sufficient to make our own up again, to 
our needful complement. It thus gave great satisfaction to 
our hospitable friends to find that I should lose no tinJe in 
bringing the Victory into their harbour; and having promised 
to dine with the governor on the following day, we took one 
of his pilots on board ill his boat. 

On my return, I found that Mr. Thom, whom I had left on 
board to superintend the necessary operations, had already got 
out the foremast, and was in the act of doing the same for the 
mizen-mast. These things being finished, I prepared to run 
up the harhour, by hoisting a top-sail upon the sheers which 
had been set up, the wind being fortunately quite fair, and by 
the aid of warps; under which we soon reached the town, and 
made fast to rings on the rocks, by means of whale Jines; our 
situation being within a hundred yards from the shore on the 
east side. 

We immediately proceeded to get the mizen-mast out of the 
Rookwood; and about nine on the same evening', the Victory 
was hauled alongside of the wreck, it being then high water. 
The mast was soon hoisted out by means of our own main-mast, 
when we again hauled to our moorings, and the carpenters 
were set to work; the ,)'nen being sent to take their four hOllTS' 
rest at one o'clock. The next day, July 24, they were employed 
in getting up the fore-mast and fore-top-mast; and Mr. 'rJlOm 
went on shore to take an account of the provisions, which were 
shipped off in the Krusenstern, together with some other stores 
that we had selected. 

In the mean time I proceeded, in company with Commander 
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Ross and the surgeon, to an eminence on the shore near to 
the ship, which commanded a complete view ofthc rocks, shoals, 
and entrance of this place; when sights were taken for the 
chronometers, together with a meridian altitude of the sun by 
the artificial horizon. A series of angles were further observed, 
for the purpose of determining the positions of several places 
in view; but under an annoyance from the mosquitoes, which 
far exceeded the persecutions of the former day, and under 
which my nephew suirered in a most extraordinary manner. 
Who is it that abuses Acerbi for his eternal repetition of the 
sufferings he endured from these pestilent animals, which, in 
these climates, render every moment a torment, so as to occupy 
the entire attention, and to make it almost as impossible to act 
as to enjoy? Let them try the experiment, not of a whole 
summer, but of a single day, in Sweden, or even here in Green
land, and I am mistaken if they do not justify the accumulated 
complaints of all the travellers that ever annoycd their readers 
with the records of what they had endured from this most in
credible and never-to-be-forgotten generation of worse than 
vipers. 

Having, nevertheless, completed our observations, in despite 
of this army of ruthless devils, we proceeded to dine witl] the 
governor; meeting also the clergyman and his amiable wife, 
and being regaled with fare and wines that would have done 
credit to a vny different land from this most unpromising 
of all the regions on earth. Peace and happiness are~ of no 
country or situation; and here, at least, while they seem to 
exist in perfection, we had no wish to think that it was ever 
otherwise than as we now saw it in this narrow, but apparently 
contented circle. 

In the mean time, the Esquimaux natives, who had crowded 
round us in their canoes from the moment of our arrival, gave 
their assistance in hauling on the ropes, or doing any work 
which chanced to be in hand; showing their good will at least, 
and in reality giving us some useful help. Many also broug'ht 
for sale such articles as they had for disposal; and thus our 
men furnished themselves with boots and gloves. in exchange 
for cotton handkerchiefs and old clothes. Few of them seemed 
to be acquainted with the value of money; and one, who had 
proposed a pair of handsome gloves to Mr. Thorn, preferred an 
old hand kerch ief to either a shilling or a sovereign, which were 
successively tenderf'd to him in exchange. 

After dinner I proceeded on board to superintend the work. 
and Mr. Thorn, by means of the Krusenstern, continued to ship 
the provisions, sails,' and cordage which we had purchased. 
Commander Ross, with Mr. M'Diarmid, took a walk to collect 
spe~imcns of plants, or whatever else might offer itself; after 
WhICh we all met at supper at the governor's house. At table 
we were entertained with an account of the manner in which 
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th.ey spent their time; the principal occupations being hunting 
wild animals for their skins, and catching' whales, seals, and 
fish, as the seasons chanced to permit. We understood that 
the annual number of reindeer skins exported to Denmark was 
thr~e thousand, and that the quantity of whale and seal oil, 
whlCh varied mueh according to the seasons, might be estimated 
from the capture of the former ranging between two and 
twelve. It was in the mildest seasons that the least number 
was taken. 

We further understood that Mr. Kijer had the pastoral charge 
of.the districts of Holsteinborg' and Sukkertop, under the esta
blIsh.ed church, and that he visited the latter during the spring; 
baptIzing and confirming the natives as they were bom and as 
they grew up to years of discretion. He further informed us, 
that a regular account of the population is transmitted to the 
Danish government. If I myself witnessed nothing but the 
most perfect good order during our short stay here, so I was 
informed that there were very few instances of immorality, and 
that the general character of the Greenlanders was so mild 
and pacific as to afford no instances even of common fighting; 
as, in no case, were they the aggressors when contests took 
place between them and the Danish settlers and other Euro
peans. 

No one expects to hear that lthere wen' trees in the gover
nor's garden, when even the Shetland islands are reputed to 
contain but one; but we found it cultivated, with sallad, 
radishes, and turnips. Here, as in Lapland, the wild angelica 
abounds, as do the well-known scurvygrass and sorrel, so use
ful to a people consuming such quantities of the grossest ani
mal food. The winter is reputed the healthiest season; and it 
is in summer that their chief diseases, being pulmonary or 
catarrhal, prevail. Whethcr these are to be amended by physic 
or not, it was for our surgeon, not for me, to determine; but 
the patients cannot at least suffer much from medicine, since 
the nearest medical person is two hundred miles off, at Baal's 
river; and even there, his practice is not extensive enough to 
afford llim the means of doing much harm. 

The stepping of the foremast was finished this evening, and 
the crew were allowed six hours' rest, after a day of very lIard 
labour. In truth, with all that had happened to us, and all 
that had occurred to tease and provoke them, besides the real 
hard work which they had undergone, mine was a crew whose 
duties had been as little of a sinecure as will easily be found, 
either in the naval or the merchant service; while if they had 
had a right to expect a far easier and better passage, and a 
voyage of no more than the usual maritime toils and troubles 
up to this point, so, in having been thus unexpectedly harassed 
and disappointed, they were sensible that what might have 
been their comparative holiday was now at an end, and that 
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henceforward nothing but labour and risk was to be expected. 
Yet there was neither murmur nor regret. Their zeal was un
wearied, and their enthusiasm as lively as ever; while I could 
not too much praise their steadiness and sobriety, nor be other
wise than pleased at the amicable and good-tempered manner 
with which they conducted themselves towards the natives. I 
do them but bare justice to praise them, even now: with but 
little exeeption, and that proceeding from the most unexpected 
and severe sufferings and disappointments, I found far more 
reason to admire them in the corning years which none of us 
could then have foreseen. 

July 25; when I came on deck this morning at six, the crew 
being still asleep, I found a poor Esquimaux waiting in his 
canoe alongside, with ,m oar which had been lost from one of 
the boats, and which he lmd picked up. He was of course 
IJandsomely rewarded for his honesty; showing at the same 
time that he had no expectation of the present by which he was 
so delighted. I know not how far the excrtions of the worthy 
clergyman deserve to share in the merit of this and the other 
good conduct which we witnessed; but be this as it may, I do 
hut justice to the natural character of this race, almost every 
where within our experience, to say that they are among the 
most worthy of all the rude tribes yet known to our voyagers, 
in whatever part of the world. 

Here also, I must not forget to notice, we procured six Es
quimaux dogs; a portion of our moving force that we were 
likely to want before the winter had long arrived, and mig.ht 
not obtain when we desiree. Eventually, they provcd of essen
tial use to us. The payment for the articles which we had 
procured was of a somewhat complicated nature, but by the 
kindness of the governor, was made very light. He would 
take no return for the greater part of what he had fumislled, 
the dogs being also his present: and as far as the slores taken 
from the wreck of the Rookwood were concerned, all that we 
had to do was to send a list to Mr. Meliish, with a reference to 
Mr. Booth. 

After breakfast we went Oil shore to renew our operations for 
determining the exact situation of Holstein borg, and found the 
latitude to be 660 58' N, and the longitude 530 54' W, by the 
means of five chronometers. The governor and lhe clergyman's 
party dined with us, and gave us an opportunity of showing 
them our present arrangements, together with those which we 
should be obliged to adopt in the future, adding to this what
ever else might gratify their curiosity about an expedition is 
which they seemed to take an interest equally friendly and 
anxious, and not less than that shown by our own countrymen. 
Our ship was still however in great confusion, as could not fail 
to be the case; and it was not till late in the evening that we 
could expect to be in readiness to proceed. 
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. Tak~ng the bo~t, I t~en>fore landed on the small spot called 
LInes Island, winch afforded the best view of this settlement 
making a sketch of it and of the ma<rnificent scrcen of moun~ 
tains by which it was backed; after ~vhich, having written lhe 
last letters to England which I was now likely to write for 
many a day, I joined the whole party at the governor's house 
~t nine, that we might take our probable farewcll, and, accord
mgly, equally to northern and maritime custom, shake hands 
over a "parting glass." There was every appearance of a fa
vourable change in the wind, and the letters were forwarded 
to Baal's river, to the charge of the Danish ship that had on 
board the master and crew of the Rookwood, through whom 
we could be sure of their being carried on to England. 

July 26; this day, being Sunday, it was quite calm in the 
morning, and as the launch, which had been on shore for 
('oals, was aground, we could have no prospect of sailing be
fore two o'clock. I therefore attended the church with the 
governor, and should havc been surprised at the sing'ing of the 
Esquimaux females, had I not long known of their musical 
talents, and the g'reat facility with which they learn to sing 
even the more refined sacred music of the German school; as 
those talents also had been widely cultivated by the mission
aries, even on the American shore, under the directions of Mr. 
Latrobe and others. 

This is a subject on which my opinion and experience are, 
equally, of no value; and it is of no moment, therefore, that, 
both in this and the former voyage, the tribes with which I 
communicated seemed quite indifferent to music, or insensible 
to it, as we thought. The authority of such a musician as the 
one whom I have named is paramount; and when the Moravian 
missionaries in Labrador, under his charge, have found, not only 
that their converts could be rapidly taught, in addition to their 
accurate singing, to play on the violin, and not only this, bu t 
to construct their own instruments, no one can question the 
inllerent musical talents of this race, though the faculty may 
not belong to every tribe. I presume it to be pretty well known 
that these worthy missionaries have not treated this subject as 
a mere matter of amusement or curiosity, but that, in their 
enlightened practice, it has been rendered a powerful auxi
liary in religious instruction and civilization, as far as civiliza
tion is possible under such circumstances as those under whic,h 
these tribes exist. The phrenologists may here seek to con
firm their theorv, as far, at least, as the existence of tllis singlc 
faculty ean assist them; but whatever this, and the parallel 
case of the Hottentots under the same tuition, may prove, it 
must not at least be forgotten that the Moravians have been 
the instrnctors in each case, and that, possibly, more merit is 
due to the instructor than the pupil. 

The breeze being at last fair, and our vessel afloat, it was 
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necessary to take our departure, as we could not now alford 
to lose even a single day, nay, scarcely an hour; so far was 
the season advanced, and so much ground lay yet before us, 
between our present place and that in which, wherever it 
might prove to be, we should be compelled to winter. Our 
kind friends accompanied us on board, and we immediately 
weighed anchor, under a salute from the fort, which we of 
course returned. They attended us to the entrance of the in
let, and we there parted, with final and cordial adieus on each 
side. 

·Whether the two kind and worthy men with whom we had 
thus parted, and whom we wcre little likely to see again, may 
ever read this testimony of gratitude to them, is unknown to 
me, but I am happy in the opportunity of recording their bene
volence. To their disinterested generosity we could not find 
the means of making any return, beyond the simple keepsakes 
which they were willing to receive; refusing every thing in 
the nature of remuneration. I thought it, however, incumbent 
on me, as an officer in the King of England's service, to write 
a letter of thanks to the governor, which I accompanied by 
one to the Danish Court: a simple testimony in favour of one, 
to whom no recommendation from me could be of any service 
in that quarter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DISCO ISLAND-ENTER ON THE FIRST OF AUGTJST-REACH OUR FUR
THEST INTENDED POINT NORTH-STEER FOR i.ANCASTER SOUND
ENTER THE SOmW-REMARKS ON THE FORMER DISCOVERY OF THIS 
SPOT. 

THE pilot having quitted us, Commander Ross continued to 
take the angles necessary for determining the positions of the 
surrounding islands, of which he had given us the names, as 
well as those of the several mountains and promontories. We 
understood from him, that Lieutenant Graaf had set out on a 
very interesting expedition to East Greenland, and that Cap
tain HoJboll had removed to the district of Baal's river. Hav
ing finished our angles, the breeze continued to freshen in 
our favour, and we passed through an excellent channel inside 
the Reef islands, holding' our course to the north ward between 
them and Waroe. The Holsteinborg mountains were soon out 
of sight; but we gained a view of others not less grand though 
much less romantic in picturesque character. Wethensbaped 
our course for Disco island, and thus were gradually carried 
to a considerable distance from the land. 

July 27; it being no longer necessary to call at Whale islands, 
that intention was abandoned; and as I had no desire to meet 
the John, our intended consort and tend~r, supposing, as was 
not very likely, that she had sailed, I held on our course in 
pursuit of our main object. The wind continued to favour us 
all Monday, and at midnight it had encreased to a smart gale, 
which made us regret that we had not taken time to clear the 
Krusenstern of part of her cargo. The land about Wild islands, 
and near South Bay, was seen at a distance; and, like what 
we had already passed, was remarkably clear of snow. We 
also now passed many icebergs, all of which seemed to be in 
a state of dissolution, while the temperature of the air was 40°, 
and that of the sea 39°. 

We contrived to carryall our sail during the day, in spite 
of the force of tlle brtl'eze, until one of the tow-ropes of the 
Krusenstern broke, which obliged us to take in some of our 
canvas. The mate, Blanky, had got on board of her to fasten 
a new hawser, when a violent sea caused her to strike against 
our stern, doing some damage to our stem, and one of the sea
men, John Wood, then jumping into her, was so unfortunate 
as to break his leg. This obliged us to heave to, that we might 
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get him on boar~ t~e ship and put him undrr the. surge0.n's 
care. Just at thIS tIme, she gave a heavy lurch, WhiCh carned 
away the temporary topmast, its rigging having bee~ rather 
slack, as it was, itself, sprung at the head. The topsaIl, how
ever, happened to be just then lowered down, and we soo~ con
trived to clear away the wreck, and to set up a spar, WhICh we 
had, for a substitute. The boat was also again secured, and 
'we once more made all sail. Our latitude at noon was 690 33', 
and the longitude 54" 58'. 

As we proceeded towards the shallow water of Reefkol, the 
icebergs increased in number, but they were in general smaller 
and in a more decayed state, being also often surrounded by 
frag·ments. We passed Cape Chidley; but, being as we were 
nine or ten leagues to the westward of it, could make no use 
of it for verifying our chronometers; which we might other· 
wise have done, because this was one of the places, the longi
tude of which we had ascertained in our former voyage. Nei
ther could we approach Whalefish islands, without losing more 
time than we could now spare, especialJy as the wind was fair 
for us. Even among the icebergs, the temperature of the sea 
was 41 0 at noon, and at midnight not lower than 400 ; a fact 
agreeing with all that we had hitherto experienced and heard, 
to prove the mildness of the season. 

On the twenty-eighth the fair wind still continued; but the 
lofty moulltains of Disco were concealed by the haze till we 
were within a few miles of it. The place then nearest us was 
Godhavn bay, the residence of the governor-g'eneral of the 
Danish settlements in Greenland, and it was here that the 
master of the John, supposing that we had proceeded, was to 
land the spare fuel. I was not, however, in want of any; and 
as it was moreover nearly impossible that this ship could have 
reached it, thoug-h she had made up a new crew, I considered 
that to stop there was a purposeJess waste of time, not to be 
sacrificed when the wind was so fair as it still continued. 

At ten o'clock in the morning the stupendous mountains of 
this island burst thwugh the clouds, forming a splendid sight; 
and we could see that the range next to the sea was as clear 
of snow as the more southern land which we had already 
passed. Even the interior hills were but very partially co~ 
vered; so that every thing continued to favour our hopes of 
making a useful progrfss this season, in spite of all the deten
tion we haq suffered. As we passed along the land, we took 
angles, in order to ascertain our distance from it, and also to 
compare these with our former observations at Hare island, 
that we might determine our true position. 

This latter island was seen in the evening, its centre bear
ing due north. At first, it sepmed entirely clear of snow; and 
~t was not till a nearer approach, that we saw there was some 
remaining in the ravine. OUI latitude at noon was 700 12', 
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and tlle longitude 55° 45', being then a few miles northward of 
Disco, and about twelve miles west of it. The wind held on 
fair; so that, besides Hare island, we also obtained at length 
a good view of Fourisland point, and, before midnight, caught 
a sight of Unknown island also; carrying on our triangles as 
far as Hare island. Forty icebergs were here counted; and it 
becoming calm for an hour, we got near to one of them, and 
were tempted to get up our steam. This, however, was scarcely 
done when the fair wind returned, and we were pleased to 
have lost our labour. All these icebergs were in the same 
state of waste as those which we had seen before, and as soon 
as we had passed them, the temperature of the waterincreased 
from 360 to 42°, and that of the air to 440. 

July 29; the wind was light all this day, and we therefore 
took the opportunity of getting- out. of the Krusenstern the cap
stan which we had obtained from the Rookwood, together with 
some other articles, in order that she might be towed with more 
ease; At noon we were in latitude 71° 1', and longitude 560, 
the Black rock bearing north. The land towards the sea was 
here also clear of snow, but the high mountains in the interioi-, 
both here and beyond Jacob's bay, were for the most part co
vered with it. The temperature of the water was 410 at noon; 
having ranged, during the day, from 39° to 42°, 

The moon had risen at one in the afternoon, butthere being 
now little wind, we attempted to take advantage of the en
gine; and in some manner or other, it continued to work all 
night. The breeze freshened, nevertheless, at midnight, though 
the weather remained, as it had been all day, beautifully clear. 
Our new mainsail was bent, and seemed to fit well; and the 
carpenters having worked for these last two days, all the new 
davits for the boats were finished, and they were hung on the 
-larboard side. The temperature of the water rose to 46°. In 
the middle of the day a ship was' reported to me, coming down 
on us with all sail set, nor was there any doubt about the na
ture of the object, either with the officer of the watch or Mr. 
Thorn, as indeed the same opinion was entertained by every 
one on deck. My telescope, however, soon discovered it to be 
an iceberg, being one of It very few that were in sight at that 
time. 

We stopped the engine when th.e breeze had .suffici~ntly 
freshened, and passed the Black rock under all saIl, havmg a 
beautiful view of the land, which ,vas clear of snow near the 
sea, and only exhibited <its white cove ling on the tops of the 
loftiest mountains in the interior. As we left the land during 
our progress, the icebergs dimin,ished inn~lmber, an~ we passed 
a blubber cask marked Jane, WIth some pIeces of pamted wood, 
that seemed to indicate the loss of a whaler in this quarter. It 
became suddenly calm at four 0' clock, making us have recourse 
to the engine; and at midnight, Sanderson's hopt' bore,11orth-

E 
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east, showing very little snow; the temperature of the air and 
sea being both itt 42°. 

July 30; there was a breeze to-day, which continued to-en
crease till noon, when it moderated, and the engine was put 
into preparation. It soon, however, l'evived, so as not only to 
render our machinery unnecessary, but in a short time to be
come a pretty smart gale, commencing in the north-east, but 
shortly shifting to the eastward. The swell was also very con
siderable, thus indicating that there was no field ice near us: 
and though the weather was thick for a short time, it was not 
sufficient to prevent us from standing on and taking advantage 
of this fair wind.· 

As had been the case in all formet voyages at this season of 
the year. we now expected to meet with the ice, being on the 
spot where the Hecla and Griper had found it at nearly the 
same date, and not far from that where the Hecla and Fury 
were beset a month later, in 1824. To our delight, not less 
than our surprise, there was none of any kind to be seen; and 
it was not till some hours had elapsed that we discerned even 
an iceberg. A land bird unknown to us flew on board, and 
was taken. If the sailors called it a turtle dove, and hailed it 
as an auspicious omen, we were well pleased to encourage any 
of the nautical superstitions which served to keep up their 
spirits, and furnish them with subjects of discussion. 

In the night we passed a berg, on which there were many 
of the birds named Xeme, which I had discovered in my former 
voyage, together with some others. The temperature of the 
sea had been 42° at noon, and the latitude 730 56', with a longi
tude of 660 • 

August 1 ; we commenced a new month with a clear morn
ing, and nothing in sight but a solitary iceberg. We would 
gladly have sent to it for some water, of which we were begin
ning to be in want, but the swell was too great to permit our 
anding on it. At noon the latitude was 73° 53', and the longi
tude 650 50', the temperature of the sea and the air being 
equally 40°; and that continued unchanged at midnight. It 
was, in every thing else, a summer day; the sea and sky re
sembling more what we should have expected in the Mediter
ranean than in such regions as Baffin's bay. The wind at 
length came gradually to the westward, and then died away 
so that the engine was again made ready. To no purpose' 
however, as a breeze soon·spmng up again; while, as one ofth~ 
boilers appeared to leak once more, we were well pleased that 
we were not called on to use it, and thus took the opportunity 
of repairing it. 

August 2; the wind freshening in the same direction, we 
stood toward the north, with one iceberg in sight; and as Sun
day rose on us, it proved a beautiful day, with a sky of the 
utmost serenity; the atmosphere transparent, and the sea so 
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smooth, as almost to leave us without motion. But for one 
iceberg tlHtt was in sight, we might have imagined ourselves 
in the summer seas of England, though the air was only at 45 0 

as the water was at 430. The latitude at noon was 74° 18', and 
the longitude 66°49'. There was not an hour during the whole 
day that we could not see twenty leagues all round us. Divine 
service was performed, and the remainder of it was made what 
we always wished, a period of rest. On this day a large spot 
was seen near the centre of the sun; and two bottles were 
thrown overboard containing our desscription, with the lati
tude and longitude. 

August 3; like the preceding, this was a summer's day; and 
as there was a gentle breeze from the north, we were enabled 
to make some progress to the westward. Both the new top
masts were now fidded; and so warm did the wenther feel to 
the seamen, that they were glad to throw off their jackets and 
work in their shirts. During this delay, which prevented us 
for twelve hours from using our sails, the engine was kept at 
work; being ~)J]ly stopped at last, partly to repair the feeding 
pump, and partly because the breeze began to freshen. 

Our latitude being 740 14', and the longitude 680 13', being 
the furthest north that we were likely to be, a bottle was thrown 
overboard to commemorate the day, and I prepared letters for 
England, under the possibility of falling in with some whaler. 
At noon the air was 44° and the sea 42°; while both subsided 
to 40° at midnight,-a midnight as lovely as the day had been, 
and which .he who desires to know what an arctic night can 
be, should take a voyage to Baffin's bay to enjoy. 

August 4; had we been in the West Indies, I could but have 
found the men as I did this morning at six, scrubbing the 
decks without shoes or stockings. The pump of the engine 
was completed before nine, but the starboard boiler began to 
leak again so soon after it had been set going, that we were 
obliged to make use of the other by itself; so that we could 
only ohtain ten revolutions in the minute, aud that with but 
one wheel. Thus, although it was a dead calm, we could.make 
but a mile and a quarter in the hour, yet this was better tha!! 
nothing at all, though our debt to the engine was assuredly as 
small as it well could be. 

Though the sea was smooth, the sky was cloudy, so that we 
could obtain no observation; and the temperature of the sea 
was one degree higher than that of the air, which was 40°. We 
passed between two icehergs,. but did not choose, under the 
present circumstances, to deVIate from our course f?r the p~r
pose of getting water from them. The never-endmg. engme 
was again set to work as soon as we had s~opped the leak in 
the boiler' and about five o'clock, we contnved to make some
what mor~ than' a mile and a half in the hour, by the aid of 
both boilers, but with only one paddle, of which we could thus 
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command nearly fourteen revolutions. The people were em~ 
ployed in fitting the new capstan, and in preparing the forehold 
to receive some more stores; and one of the stokers was nearly 
suffocated by inhaling some sulphurous gas at the furnace 
mouth. A few mollemokes were shot for the dogs, and we 
found some shrimps of a species new to llS. About eleven, 
there being a small iceberg ahcad, Commander Ross went in 
the boat to fetch some ice for water, as that which we bad taken 
in at Holsteinberg was expended. We had not calculated on 

-being so long without the means of renewing it, since we had 
always met abundance of field ice in our former voyages. About 
midnight, a smart shower of rain came, being much more wel~ 
come than the snow, which would have been a substitute for 
it in our preceding voyages. 

August 5; at one o'clock this day we got pretty near the 
iceberg', when the boat returned with three tons of excellent 
ice. It had been founll to be in a state of decay, and it was 
not long before we saw it fall to pieces. The wind becoming 
fair in a slJOrt time, the fires were put out after the engine had 
been working interruptedly about fourteen hours. For the 
present, the boilers had given over leaking. But this wind 
did not last long, and at length inclined to the south~west; so 
that it "as again set to work and kept in action about twelve 
llOurs, being' the longest peliod during which it had yet worked 
without accident or interruption. The weather was clear and 
pleasant, and the wind varying more to the northward. At 
noon the latitude was 73° 43', and the longitude 73° 30'; and 
at six, we had increased tbis to 74°, being about sixty miles 
to the east of Cape Byam Martin. We saw the land loom
!ng, but tJ1e view was not such as to enable us to recognise 
It. At Clght a fog came on, but the temperature of the air 

. and sea continued at 400, just as it had been at noon. 
The carpenters having finished the platform for the new cap_ 

slan 6-etweell the main and fore hatchway, it was shipped into 
its place. Two icebergs were in sight before the fog set in, 
but we soon lost si!!,'ht of them and of every thing else. Some 
advantageous changes were made in the machinery, in conse~ 
quence of which we made fully tllirteen revolutions in a mi_ 
nute, with a velocity of more than a mile and a half in the 
hour. The fog thickened much at midnight; but, as the tem_ 
perature was 43°, it did not freeze on our rig'ging, as had hap
pened in the former voyage. 

August 6; being nearly calm to-day, the top-gallant sail 
-was furled at one, and the topsail lowered; but we could not 
make more than a mile an hour with the engine. At three the 
fog suddenly eleared away, and the land became at once vi
sible, as if bur~ting out of the clouds; Cape Byam Martin be~ 
ing distinguished from the rest by tlle grandeur of its form. 

·.All thc high lands, and this among the rf'st, were covered with 
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snow, with but little exception; and we attributed this differ
ence between the present coast and that which we had quitted 
to the circumstance of the former being exposed to the north
east. Possession bay bore due west, about fourteen leag'ues 
distant. 

A light breeze now came from the westward, so as to oblige 
us to stand north; but we still kept the steam on, while the 
engine had conducted itself so far beyond all its former doings 
as to have been at work for twenty-four hours. Towards noon 
the land was covered by a haze, and we saw no more of it at 
this time. The latitude was 73° 33', being nearly that of pos
session bay, and the longitude 74° 42', being about thirteen 
leagues to the eastward of this part of the coast. 

Three icebergs appeared, one of a very remarkahle appear
ance, since it resembled a bridge with a castle perched on its 
summit. The other two seemed in a crazy state, and we after
wards saw one of them fall to pieees. Some of the krang of a 
whale had been seen in the morning; and, in the evening', that 
of a very larg'e fish came near us, so that we sent out the boat 
and procured a supply for the dogs. A piece of ship timber 
was also picked up, with a few shell-fish adhering to it. In 
the evening the wind was directly against us, and the engine 
was stopped; as it was then of little use, and as the feeding 
pump had again gone wrong. The temperature of the air and 
sea was 40°. 

On entering Lancaster sound, I was naturally reminded of 
the same period in my fonner voyage, and being now near the 
spot at which we had decided to return, under the firm belief that 
we conld penetrate no farther westward in this direction, I 
could not help making in my journal the remarks which I now 
transcribe from that entry; though Il1ave carefully reviewed 
this subject, in a sketch of the whole series of attempts to 
discover a north-west passage. 

" Sir Edward Parry remarks that Lancaster sound had' ob
tained a degree of notoriety beyond what it might otherwise 
have been considered to possess, from the very opposite opi
nions which have been held with regard to it.' This lan
guage is somewhat ambiguons at least; and either from tbis 
cause, or others, it has been inferrf:'d by some of those persons 
who took an interest in the discoveries and proceedings of that 
voyage, that Sir Edward's opinion was opposed to mine, when 
we were employed together on that first expedition. Under 
such a conclusion, the s'l;me persons ouglJt also to have per
ceived, that, as a matter of course, he must have then expressed 
that difference of opinion to me, since this was his duty as my 
associated though junior officer; and thence, I presnme they 
will have farther determined, that, in acting as I did, I pro-
ceeded in opposition to his declared opinion. -
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" If tliis be the case, it is nrcessal'Y that those persons shoul? 
be undeceived; for he did not at that time make any such OpI
nion known to me, and I am therefore bound to conclude that 
he did not entertain it. He could not have believed that there 
was a passage through Lancaster sound, or he would have told 
me that he thought so; for it would be to suppose him capable 
of gross misconduct as an officer, were I to imagine that when 
he was my second in command, he suppressed any opinion that 
could concern the duty in which we were both engaged; above 
all, that he concealed an opinion which, on account of its very 
higb importance, it wa~ thr more strongly his duty to have 
communicated. Nor is there a single offi.cer belonging to eith~r 
of the ships, who, if he now says that he differed from me In 

opinion at that time, is not equally censurable; since it was 
incumbent on all to have stated to me what they believed or 
thought on that leading object of the expedition. 

" It is possible that I may not, even now, influence or alter 
the con elusions to which I have thus alluded, since it is in 
lmman nature to adhere to judgments once formed, and so long 
uncontradicted; but I can here, on the very spot itself, wher 
every recollection seems but that of yesterday, re-assert with 
the most perfect confidence, that no officer then expressed any 
belief that there was a passage through this opening, or even 
suggested a hint to that effect. So far from this, I was led to 
infer, by the general remarks on boal-d of my own ship, and by 
the exprrssions of those who considered that they had more es
pecially a right to be consulted, that I had, according to their 
opinions, already proceeded, not merely far enough, but too far. 

" It is further true, and I must repeat it in this place, that 
even if the opinion of my second in command had been, what 
by many it has been supposed, the reverse of my own, which 
it was not, I was perfectly justified, by my instructions, and by 
the circumstances in which the expedition found itself, in act
ing as I did. Those orders were clear and decisive: not only 
was the season passed for penetrating further through the 
ice, but it was: my imperative duty, as it is with every officer 
in command, even if I had not received the orders to which I 
l1ave referred, to attend to the preservation of the ships and 
their gallant crews. 

" It is unquestioned, at the saNe time, that the whole space 
to the westward of the ship, at that period, was filled with ice, 
so that we could have penetrated but a few miles further, even 
}Iad we made the attempt. Nor do I think it in the least pro
bable, from the appearance of the distant land, as it is at tllis 
moment lying before me, that my judgment respecting the na
tUl"e of this opening would have been different from what it 
was at the time we resolved to give up this pursuit, even had I 
then approached nearer to the edge of the ice. It is weU knowlil. 
that the appearance of the land in the icy seas is often very 
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deceptive; and when Cook himself had formed wrong judg
ments on it, on more than one occasion, it is a sufficient proof 
that the difficulty of judging truly must often be very great, if 
not insuperablc. But, in reality, the whole history of naviga
tion abounds with similar errors or false conclusions; they 
might be collected in hundreds by anyone who chooses to 
search for this purpose. He must be littlt' conversant, indeed, 
in this kind of reading, who cannot recollect instances in 
abundance, even without the trouble ofa search; and instances, 
of course, where the error has been only dett'cted by the better 
fortune or greater success of subsequent navigators. 

" I might have said all this long ago, and I would have done 
so, had I felt that I was in justice called on for a defence of 
my opinions and proceedings. Knowing myself to ht' right, I 
adopted that course which, although the most difficult, is ever 
the best. Nor should I have broken that silence now, or have 
recurred to this llistory of times long past, but that the spot 
recals a lively recollection of the various trying emotions 
of which it has been the parent, and at the same time gives me 
more than hopes, that the effort which I am once more making to 
solve the important problem before me may, if ever I return to 
England, be received in a very different manner." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PROGRESS DOWN LANCASTER SOUND-SIGHT OF CATHARINE AND ELi
ZABETH MOUNTAINS-PASS CAPE YORK AND STEER FOR PRINCE RE
GENT'S INLET-CAPE ELWIN AND ELWIN BAY-THE COMPASSES CEASE 
TO TRAVERSE-DISCOVER ADELAIDE BAY-APPROACH TO FURY BEACH 
-FIRST SIGHT OF THE TENT PQlES LEFT AT THE TIME OF THE 
WRECK-THE VICTORY MOORED. 

AUGUST 7; the ship made about four miles of northing in the 
morning, after which it fell quite calm, with the vessel's head 
to the northward. Several icebergs were in sight, and a boat 
was sent for another load of ice, with which she returned about 
one o'clock. The boilers were then filled; and the engine be
ing clean and ready, was set on about three. We only obtained 
ten revolutions in a minnte, propelling the ship against a light 
air, at the rate of a mile and a quarter in an hour; not being 
able to raise the pressure of the steam beyond thirty pounds on 
the inch. 

At noon we were in latitude 730 50', having made twenty 
miles northing; and we estimated the longitude to be the same 
as yesterday, as we 11ad no sights for the chronometers. More 
krang, with some blubber, was pieked up for the dogs. The 
land was seen on eaeh side of Lancaster sound, and our course 
was about midway between the two coasts. The day was 
cloudy, and a few drops of rain fell; the temperature being 4-00, 
both at noon and midnight, for the air, and the water alike. 
It was so warm, that although we }'eceived none of the heat 
from the steam-engine into the cabin, we found it agreeable to 
dine witllOut a fire, and with the sky-light half off. It is true 
that the thermometer did not indicate a summer temperature 
for England; yet, to our sensations, the weather was as mild 
as it would have seemed tbere, with a heat of sixty degrees. 
Many mollemokes had been seen during this and the preced
ing day; collected, doubtless, by the f}'agments of the whale 
that were floating about, 

August 8; as the whole of this day was perfectly calm the 
engine was in constant use, with exception of some inte;'rup
tions in cleaning out the furnaces, and some otber causes of 
hindrance which I am now weary of repeating. Eleven revo
lutions, which were all that we could produce, gave us a mile 
and a 11aIf in the hour. As it was cloudy at noon, we did not 
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obtain a meridian altitude, nor did we see the land until after 
a very early hour in the morning, and then but indistinctly. In 
the forenoon we procured a boat's load of ice, and cleared thc 
Krusenstern of twenty-eight bags of coals and some timber. 
The air was at 400 , and the water 390 ; but the latter becamlJ 
400 also at midnight, though, for a short time in the evening, 
it had been at 36°, in consequence, probably, of the vicinity of 
some icebergs. 

The forehold was restowed, and made ready for receiving ad
ditional provisions, and we also obtained some more water in 
the evening. As the sun declined to the northward, thcre was 
an appearance of wind in the clouds; and, at ten, a light air 
arose, so as to induce us to set all our canvas. The remains of 
whales were still seen, in various directions, covered with 
mollemokes; and we also observed a flock of ducks, and some 
of the ivory gulls. The water seemed crowded with minute 
marine animals, and afforded us some specimens by means of 
the guaze nets. 

During all the last week the utmost anxiety was expressed 
by all on board for a fair wind; and our impatience to profit 
by the fine weather made the miserable performance of the 
engine more grievous. That it was a frequent subject of exe
cration, I might guess, if I did not hear it; and if the con
structor received his share also, no one could have expressed 
much surprise. It required constant and minute attention to 
persuade it to work at all; as even with all the good will of the 
workmen, my presence was for ever required in the engine 
room, insomuch that I was scarcely allowed to sleep. It may 
well then be believed that the appearance of a breeze from the 
eastward was looked for with the utmost solicitude. Every 
hand was held up to feel if a wiud was coming, every cloud 
and fog-bank watched, and all prophesied according to their 
hopes or fears, till they were fairly driven off the deck by the 
necessit.y of turning in to sleep. Had we been less anxious 
ourselves, we might have been more amuseu by observing how 
the characters of the men influenced their conduct on this oc
casion. Those of an eager disposition were continually watch
ing the eastern sky, to discover, in the changes of the clouds, 
or whatever else might occur, the first promise of a fair wind; 
wlliIe the desponding characters occupied the bows, looking in 
gloomy silence at the dark sea and sky before them, and mark
ing, even without a word, their despair of our ultimate success, 
or their fears that our voyage was about to come to an end, at 
even this early day_ At midnight, however, every symptom of 
a wind from the east began to show itself; the despairing few 
recovered their spirits, and the satisfaction of the hopeful was 
at length diffused throughout the ship. 

August 9; this welcome wind which had at last arrived, 
gradually increased: all sail was set, and the engine kept in 
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action till three o'clock, though by considerable exertions of 
the men at the bellows. The weather still felt mild, though 
the wind was east; and as the men had undergone much 
fatigue, they were sent to rest after divine service. The lati
tude was observed at 74° I', and the longitude by the chrono
meter was 77°. No ice of any kind was in sight; but the snowy 
tops of the mountains, and particularly of the two remarkable 
ones formerly named Catharine and Elizabeth, were seen rising 
above the clouds. The course steered by the compass was 
here NNE, which, under a variation of 114°, led us directly up 
the sound; makin!(" thus a course nearly west. In the eveniug, 
Cape Liverpool was also seen above the clouds. At noon the 
temperature of the air and the sra equally, were at 400, and at 
midnig ht it subsided but one degree. That the present cheeri
ness of the crew might want nothing that we could add to it, 
they were served with a dinner of fresh beef from our Galloway 
bullock: though the warmth of the weather now began to 
make us fear that we should not long preserve the remainder 
in this state. 

August 10; during the night both the northern and southern 
sides of the sound were in sight, though obscurely; but as the 
morning advanced the wind freshened, and it hecame so thick 
that we lost sight of them, and were unable to obtain any ob
servations at noon. The sights, however, for the chronometer 
being near the prime vertical, our longitude was pretty well 
ascertained. At eleven we had passed Cape Charles Yorke on 
one side, and Cape Warrender on the other; and as it was 
sufficiently clear to see two miles from the ship, and no land 
was discern able, we hauled in to the southward, to make Cape 
Crawford, intending to run along shore. 

At five it was actually seen on the starboard bow ahout two 
miles off, which compelled us to haul immediately to the north
ward; and, when it had cleared a little more, we found our
selves nearly embayed, and surrounded with fragments of ice
bergs and land ice. We sounded, and at firsthad fifty fathoms; 
but in a quarter of an hour it shoaled to twenty-five, with sand 
and shells, our ship being then but a mile from the nearest pro
jecting point. The swell had much increased; and as we 
neared the land, which was now seen to be mountainous, the 
wind failed us; while, owing to the heavy motion of the vessel, 
she carried away her main boom, breaking it into three pieces. 
Our situation was indeed at one time very uncomfortable; as 
we were taken aback three several times, and were carried by 
the swell much nearer to the shore than was at all desirable. 
We were indeed preparing to anchor, as the oIllyalternative 
left, when the wind s~ddenly returned to the old quarter, and 
we weathered tIle pomt. 

To aid us through these difficulties, we got tIlC steam up in 
an unusually short time; but this unexpected breeze rendered 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 67 

it unnecessary to have recourse to the engine. As the tem
perature oftbe water had fallen to 320 , we had warning to keep 
a good look out; and I must not forget to record the good con
d.uct ~nd ll;ctivit:y of the crew, in this as in all the previous 
sItuatIOns III whICh we had been in a hazardous position. 

The mainsail was soon set again, without its boom, and ,ve 
thus got entirely clear; when we bore up along shore, with a 
fine br~eze .from the ESE, but edging off a little to the north
ward tIlI elght, when we had gradually gained a sufficient 
offing to enable us to steer according to the trending of the 
land to the westward. At three we saw Cape Yorke bearing 
NNE. An examination of the engine at this time, showed 
that a quantity of coke dust had been deposited in the air pipes, 
and t~at both the feeding pumps were again out of order. The 
cleanmg and ordering of these things occupied us for six hours, 
and by midnight the breeze was fast increasing. 

August 11; thc weather this day, although foggy, was not 
such as to prevent us from keeping sight of the land, and at 
six, while passing Cape Yorke, a peaked hill was recognised 
by Commander Ross. We now met with a stream of heavy 
ice, but found a good passage through it; and, before noon 
had passed, through the openings of three others, much larger 
than the first. At the same time, it fortun~tely became suffici
ently clear to enable us to see our way, and also to get a g'ood 
observation at noon; when we found the latitude to be 730 40', 
and the longitude 840 23'. After this, we found no more ice of 
any consequence, and were able to make a direct course for 
the south side of Prince Regent's inlet. 

Accordingly, at two in the afternoon, we made the land be
tween Cape Seppings and Elwin bay; bearing up, and sailing 
along shore, as soon as we had approached it within three 
leagues. The wind, which had been gradually increasing for 
some time, became so hard a gale at four o'clock, as to reduce 
us to a close-reefed topsail, under which we were now com
pelled to scud. The sea, which had been comparatively smooth 
among the ice, rose also as high as we had seen it during any 
part of the voyage; and as the wind, being now from tile NNE, 
blew directly down tlle inlet, the land alforded us no shelter. 
We therefore prepared our storm sails, and made ready to lie 
to under them for the night. 

When about ten miles to the north of the place where the 
Fury was wrecked, and near Elwin bay, we obtained some 
good observations. Ip funning down, we per~eived ~ome of 
the land ice still fast in the bays; but, except a small ICeberg, 
there were no out-standing masses on the shore. At nine we 
passed Batty bay, after whkh we met ice of a very different 
character from that iIi Baffin's bay, being much more uneven, 
and, generally, thicker; and from its appearan?e we concluded, 
that not only this, but most of what we had Just passed, was 
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the produce of the previous year, and had been now broken 01I 
from the shores north of Prince Regent's inlet. As soon a~ we 
had passed the streams of ice already noticed, the temperature 
of the water at the surface rose from 310 to 330 , giving us hopes 
that we should now see no more of this kind; while, although 
we had the prospect of being obliged to lie to for moderate 
weather, we considered this gale to be much in our favour. 

After running under very little sail till midnight, at which 
time we had fetched from the furthest point of our progress in 
1818 to the head of Prince Regent's inlet, in thirty-six hours, 
we brought to under the storm traysail and storm fore-staysail ; 
thc topsail having been previously handed, and the topgallant 
yard down. 

It is now important to remark, on another subject, that wllile 
we were off Cape Yorke, and when the motion of the vessel 
became considerable, our compasses ceased· to be of any use. 
Pope's, Gilbert's, and Alexander's, each of which l1ad been 
used on the voyage, all ceased to traverse about the same time; 
and we were consequently obliged to slJape our courses by 
means of astronomical bearings, deduced fr'om the sun in the 
manner which I had practised in my first voyage. Thus, when 
we had ascertained the bearing of any object ahead, we steered 
for it without regard to the now useless needle; though, when 
the weather became thick, and the sea heavy, this mode of pro
ceeding either hecame difficult or required extreme caution. 

The ice soon appeared to leeward in detached pieces, and 
the weather became thicker after midnight, but there was no 
appearance of any danger; so that Commander Ross and my
self were enabled to take some rest, after the fatigues of the 
last forty-eight hours, leaving the charge of the vessel to our 
experienced and excellent mate, Blanky. 

August 12; if we had ever doubted his care and ability, tht' 
event of this, following, day fully justified our confidence in 
him. At two o'clock in the morning a heavy pack of ice, which 
had been concealed from us by the fog, suddenly made its ap
pearance at only three cables' length under our lee, being then 
only recognised by the tremendous breakers that were surging 
over it. Deciding at once, that the only chance for us was, to 
weather the end next the land, he let fly the storm traysail 
sheet, and putting the helm up, gave us notice of the danger, 
immediately proceeding to hoist the storm-jib and reefed hoom 
fore-sail, which had been kept in readiness for such an emer
gency. 

We found it, nevertheless, impossible to keep clear of a piece 
of ice in wearing; yet, though it gave us a violent shock on 
the larboard bow, it assisted in bringing the ship's head the 
right way. It was still doubtful whether we could clear the 
end of the pack of ice which was now on our lee bow, with the 
sea breaking over it. We therefore set all the sail we could 
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?arry, and at last weathered it only by the ship's length; find
lllg ~uddenly the most delightful relief, in quitting a turbulent 
sea tor one that was as smooth as glass; a quiet retreat in which 
we could venture to finish our night"s rest. We were indeed 
perfectly sheltered from the gale by this great mass, which was 
hourly g-aining in size and solidity, by attaching the smaller 
pieces that were floating near it. 

At six the weather began to moderate; and, venturinO" to 
set the main-sail, we passed this ice and stood towards" the 
land. In half au hour we saw the place where the Fury was 
wrecked, with the poles of the tents standing; but we could 
not discern the ship, though we were sometimes willing to think 
that she was distinguishable. To our great mortification, how
-ever, we could not reach the spot; and we now saw that a 
strong southerly current or tide was hurrying us away from 
this unlucky place. A thick fog obliged us to wear, and re
turn to our shelter under the ice we had just quitted. 

During the day, it bein!, more moderate, with clearer wea
ther, we made several tacks toward the land, but always found 
that we were losing ground. We therefore put on the steam at 
four o'clock; but, as the feeding pump went immediately out 
of order, it was to no purpose. At five, nevertheless, we had 
n:ached a point about five miles to leeward, or to the south of 
.Fury point, at which time the wind and weather had both im
proved. Commander Ross immediately set out in the whale
boat to look for an anchorage, and we followed, with the ship, 
now under steam and sail both, into the bay as it appeared to 
us, but inlet as it afterwards proved, w hicl! takes a directiun 
due east from this part of the coast. He had found a place, as 
be judged, which would afford uS security for the nig-ht; but 
we had discovered in the mean time that there was an eddy 
current setting along shore to the north-east. in the direction 
that we wished to go, and that there was a clear line of water 
inside the masses of ice. which seemed to be a-ground. We 
therefore stood towards this place, and found that we had just 
sufficient wat!')r to pass within musket-shot of the land. 

The shore here was at first sloping; but, further to the north
ward, we found that the land rose from the 8!')a in perpendicu. 

·lar cliffs from two to three hundred feet in height. We easily 
ascertained that they consisted of limestone, presenting the 
appearance of a horizontal stratification; but as to any other 
detajls, our geological opportunities ;extended no ,further .. A 
very large white bear came down to the beach, as}f to gratIfy 
some clll"iosity respecting lIS; but it did not follow long", nor 
come within gun-shot of the ship. It soon became quite calm, 
but between the eddy and the steam we were carried at the 
rate of two miles an hour. 

August 13; it was quite clear to-day, a~d it was now w!,) 
discovewd that our supposed bay was an mlet. It appeared 
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to be very deep, since we could see no land according to its 
direction, and we concluded that it proceeded far to the west
ward. As this chanced to be the birth-day of the Duchess of 
Clarence, the bay, which constituted the first poi!!t of our dis
coveries in the present voyage, was named AdelaIde bay, a.nd 
the anchorage which Commander Ross had selected, AdelaIde 
harbour. 

At two o'clock we had made eight miles, when, ?bservin~ 
that the tide had changed, we made fast for the 1lI.ght, esti
mating that we were five or six miles from Fury POlllt. Our 
ship was secure inside of some large pieces of ice whi?h were 
in a state of decay, while that on the outside was settlllg fast 
to the southward. The more we saw of this coast, the higher 
the cliffs were found; while in some places projecting into hori
zontal shelves, and at others putting on an aspec~ of wall~, 
castles, and turrets, with shapes even more fantastlc;;tl, as IS 
not uncommon in some of the deposits of this rock III .other 
parts of the world. At short intervals, also, they were lll~er
sec ted by deep ravines, conveying streams of water, or showlllg 
the marks of former torrents. 

At seven the wind appeared to come from the westward. and 
the tide, which had fallen, rose with great rapidity, so as to 
carry ofrthe ice which obstructed while it protected us; thus 
leaving an open passage to the northward. The land now ~e
gan to trend in this direction, and we accordingly made saIl ; 
but had not proceeded above a quarter of a mile, when the 
wind and the current came against us, and we were obliged to 
make fast to a piece of ice which lay aground. 

In the mean time the steam was got up, and the wind being 
light, we cast off a second time, but made little progress, owing 
to the feeble action of the engine, and the defects in the feed
ing pump, which we could not here take time to repair. In 
iact, the wheels could make but eight revolutions; giving us 
but a mile an hour. We therefore were obliged again to moor 
to a piece of ice. 

On further examination of the working of the engine, I now 
llOwever found that it was possible to procure as much steam in 
fifteen minutes as would keep the engine in action far about 
an equal period, and with thirteen or fourteen revolutions of 
the wheels; I therefore adopted a new plan for converting it to 
some use. A whale line was carried out as a warp about two 
cables' length ahead; when the engine being stopped so as to 
allow the steam to accumulate, the vessel was warped on by it ; 
and this being done, the steam was ag'ain set on. Thus, alter
nately steaming and warping, we proceeded along shore against 
the wind and the current; though sometimes compelled by the 
ice to haul in so close, that we were within a pistol-shot of the. 
beach, with only a few inches water to spare beyond our draught 
of seven feet six inches. 
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During all this period of extraordinary and laborious exer
tion, lasting from six in the morning till two in the afternoon, 
the utmost anxiety prevailed among the men throughout the 
space of five milcs, and especially whenever we expected to turn 
the successive points wllich one after the other obstructed our 
view along the shore. Everyone that could be spared from the 
work below was at the mast-head aR soon as he could get there; 
and endless were the conjectures respecting the wreck of the 
Fury, for which we were searching. At three, Commander 
Ross, who had then been her lieutenant, recognised a high pro
jecting precipice, as being one which was about three miles to 
the northward of her place; and as we advanced, we saw at 
four, the tents themselves. One only seemed entire, and the 
rest, being common camp tents, displayed only tbeir poles and 
ropes, with a few tattered l"emains dangling from their tops. 

Commander Ross was then detached with a boat to seek for 
a safe anchorage, and soon returned with the welcome intel
ligence of an excellent harbour formed by a large iceberg and 
two small ones, situated about a quarter of a mile to the south
ward of the mound where the stores had been deposited. We 
therefore laboured with fresh spirit and energy, in spite of a new 
difficulty which obliged us to keep outside of the ice that was 
aground on Fury point. The water was so sllallow within it 
as to be quite insufficient for us; the stones appearing above it 
within half the breadth of the ship, so as to show that there 
was a wall of rock here, by the side of which we were obliged 
to creep within a few yards, lest we should be swept away by 
the current, which, but a few fathoms further out, ran very 
stronO" against us. Here we were also much perplexed by the 
floati~O" pieoes of ice, which it was impossible to avoid. But 
this also served at last to show us the peculiar advantage 
of the construction devised for our paddles. By turning off the 
ice they escaped all damage; and, at half after eight the ship 
was moored in the ice harbour, whicll had sixteen feet at low 
water. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

EXAMINATION OF THE FURY'S STORES-EMBARKATION OFTHOSE WHIcH 
WE INTENDED TO TAKE-DEPARTURE AND PROGRESS DOWN THIS 
SHORE-SEVERAL NEW DISCOVERIES MADE AND NAMED-OBSTRUCT

ED BY THE ICE, AND MOORED. 

THE Victory being now securely moored in a good ice harbour, 
within a quarter of a mile of the place where the Fury's stores 
were landed, we were anxious to examine the spot; and hav
ing ordered the men a good meal, with the rest to which they 
were so well entitled, I landed at nine with Commander Ross, 
Mr. Thorn, and the surgeon. We found the coast almost lined 
with coal; and it was with 110 common interest that we pro
ceeded to the only tent which remained entire. This had been 
the mess tent of the Fury's officers; but it was too evident that 
the bears had been paying itfrequent visits. There had been a 
pocket near the door, where Commander Ross had left his 
memorandum-book and specimens of birds; but it was torn 
down, without le«ving a fragment of what it contained. The 
sides of the. tent were also in m«?y places torn out of the ground, 
but it was III other respects entIre. -

Where the preserved meats and vegetables bad been depo
sited, we found every thing entire. The canisters had been 
piled up in two heaps; but though quite exposed to all the 
chances of the climate, for four years, they had not suffered in 
the slightest degree. There had been no water to rust them 
and the security of the joinings had prevented the bears frorr: 
smelling their contents. Had they known what was within 
not much of this provision would have come to our share; 
and thev would lJave had more reason than we to be thankfnl 
for Mr.~Donkiu's patent. Ou' examining the contents, they 
were not found frozen, nor did the taste of the several articles 
appear to have been in the least degree altered. There was 
indeed no small satisfaction; as it was not our luxury but our 
very existence and the prospect of success, which were impli
cated in this most gratifying discovery. The wine, spirits 
sugar, bread, flour, and cocoa, were in equally good condition' 
with exception of a part of the latter which had been lodged 
in provision casks. The lime juice and the pickles had not 
suffered much; and even the sails, which had been well made 
up, were not only dry, hut secmed as if they had never been 
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wetted. It was remarkable, however, that while the spun yarn 
was bleached white, all appearance and smell of tar had va
nished from it. 

We proceeded now to the beach where the Fury had been 
abandoned, but not a trace of her hull was to be seen. There 
were many opinions; but all were equally at liberty to conjec
ture what had become of the wreck. Having often seen, how
ever, what the moving masses of ice could do on this coast, it 
wa,s not difficult to guess in general what we could not explain 
in detail. She had been carried bodily off, or had been ground 
to atoms and floated away to add to the drift timber of these 
seas. At any rate, she was not to be found; we had seen no 
appearance of her during the ten miles that we had coasted 
within pistol-shot ot the shorc to the southward of this place, 
and we now examined it for two miles to the northward with 
no better succe,s. 

We therefore returned on hoard, and made preparations for 
embarking a snfficiency of stores and provisions to complete 
our equipment for two years and three months; being what 
we expected to want on tbe one hand, and to obtain on the 
other. I need not say that it was an occurrence not less novel 
than interesting, to find in this abandoned region of solitude 
and ice, and rocks, ;J. ready market where we could supply all 
our wants, and collected in one spot, all the materials for which 
we should have searched the warehouses. ofWapping or Rother
hithe,-alt ready to be shipped wht'n we chose, and all free of 
cost, since it was the certainty of this supply, and a weIl
grounded one it proved, that had formed the foundation of the 
present expedition. 

A Jist of our wants was accordingly made out by Mr. Thorn, 
who remained on board to receive the stores, together with th0 
leading- mate and a few hands. On shore the rest of the crew 
were ready with the boats to receive and transport whatever 
was to be taken; and the steward together with the surgeon 
were employed in selecting whatever appeared to be of the 
best quality. Yet all that we could possibly stowaway seellled 
scarcely to diminish the piles of canisters, of which we embarked 
whatever we could, together with such flour, cocoa, and sugar 
as we wanted; all that we took being in excellent condition. 

August 14; we continued our embarkations this day, includ
ing ten tons of coals; and, after allowing the men some rest, 
we contrived to get these, together with all the provisions and 
a part of the stores, on hoard before dinner time, We had found 
the s.pare mizen-top-mast of the Fury; and this was selected 
by the carpenter for a new boom, in place of the one that we 
had lost. We also got sorne anchors and hawsers, together 
with some boatswain's and carpenter's stores to make up our 
deficiencies. Some of the best of the sails were taken to make 
housings; baving found that belonging to the Fury damag~d 

, F' 
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from having been ill made up, and from having laif,1 in a situ
ation which prevented the melted snow from runnIng off. A 
screen lined with fearnought was also found in tolerable con
dition; but the bears had overset the harness cask, and de
voured nearly the whole of the contents. We found that some 
of the candle boxes had been entered, either by ermines or 
mice; one of them being entirely emptied, and the othe:s par
tiaJly. Though bleached, and especially on the upper sIde, as 
I already remarked of the spun yarn, none of the ropes were 
rotten, while the cables sef'med perfect; and thence we conclu
ded that the canvas of the tents had merely been blown away 
by the wind, after the bears had loosened the cloths at the foot, 
in attempting an entrance. 

The chain cable and the carronades were more or less covered 
by the small stones on the beach, and except being slightly 
rusted, were just as they had been left. The powder maga
zine, detached from the rest of tbe store, was unroofed, and the 
waterproof cloth of it in tatters; but the patent cases had kept 
the gunpowder itself perfectly dry. We selected from it what 
we thought we should require; and then, in compliance with 
Sir Edward Parry's request and our own sense of what was 
right, caused the remainder to be destroyed, lest it should prove 
a source of injury to any Esquimaux who might hereafter 
chance to visit this spot. And with this we ended our new out
fit; storing ourselves, somewhat like Robinson Crusoe, with 
whatever could be of use to us in the wreck; yet if tbus far 
greedy, having in view but the execution of our plan, and pre
cluded by our limited means of stowage from encumbering 
ourselves with superfluities. 

In the evening we obtained sigllts for the chronometers, and 
found that they gave a difference of 40' in longitude from that 
which had been laid down in the chart. And as this was the 
first place of verification which we had obtained since leaving 
England, we carried on both sets of longitudes in OUf proceed
ings, till it should be ascertained by a series of observations 
which was nearest the truth. 

The tides were found to be very irregular; but not so much 
at the time of low or high water as during the rise and fall. On 
the first night, the tide rose seven feet, the flood being all the 
while from the northward; bilt the following two were three 
feet less, though, in consequence of the approaching full moon, 
they ought to have increased. In the oiling, both during the 
flood and the ebb, the stream took the direction of the wind. 
Several whalts were seen this dav, and shoals of the white 
whale were observed running up al1d down tbe coast. 

It had been nearly calm for two days; but at eight in the 
afternoon a fresh breeze sprung up from the northward and 
the ice har?our that we lay in began to break up. A dog~ken
nel, for whIch we had no use, was landed above high-water-
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mark, and two bottles were left in it, containing' an account of 
our proceedings up to that date, The boats were then hoisted 
up and secured, as was the Krusenstern, in the usual manner; 
and casting off the ship from the ice we made sail for Cape 
Garry. It is true that the opening which we had seen leading 
to the westward held out the appearance of a passage, but it 
was less clear of ice, and had a much more feeble current than 
that to the southward. August 15; it was this also which 
seemed likely to lead us soonest to the American continent; 
while, in addition to all these reasons, we had the temptation 
of a fair wind in this direction. 

At midnight the weather became thick, and soon after it 
rained in torrents, when we lost sight of land. As I formerly 
remarked, our compasses had ceased to traverse whenever the 
ship had any motion; and, as we had no means therefore of 
ascertaining the true course, we steered by the wind, the direc
tion of which we had observed before it became thick, and by 
the bearing of a stream of ice which we had noted: under 
which guidance, and using the pieces of ice as marks, we con
trived to make Cape Garry very well. It was about four miles 
from us at eight o'clock in the morning; and, at nine, we 
sounded at about a quarter of a mile, in twelve fathoms 
water. 

The land bere was comparatively low, but apparently of the 
same limestone; and, aF this was the furthest extremity of the 
ooast which had yet been discovered, our voyage now began to, 
acquire its peculiar interest, since as yet we had seen nothing 
that was not more or less known. It had also been conjectured' 
that there was an open sea between this point and the Ameri
can continent: but this we soon found to be erroneous; since, 
after turning a little to the westward, the land, as far as we 
oould judge, extended in a SSW direction, and appeared to be 
continuous. 

At a quarter of a mile from the beach we found bottom from 
ten to twelve fathoms, and continued to run in this depth, and 
at the same distance from the shore, at the rate of three miles 
and a half in the hour, passing through many pieces of heavy 
ice, which, while they kept the sea smooth, assurer!. us that the 
water continued sufficiently deep for our ship. The greatest 
danger therefore which we had to apprehend, was that of be
ing suddenly embayed; and we therefore kept ourselves in 
readiness to haul oIl' or to anchor as might prove to be neces
sary. Though the Jisk~ too was considerable, we could not 
afford to lose the fair wind while the sea was sufficiently open. 

At ten we came to a fine bay; and, sailing round it, found 
it to be about a mile in length and in breadth; and as, by a 
singular coineidence, this proved to be the birthday of oUf 
worthy builder, Mr. Fearnall, I conferred his name on it, and 
those of two members of a family to whose kindnesses when fit-
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t,ing out we were much indebted, on the capes by which it was 
formed. Near the bottom of this bay, that, which at a distance 
appeared to be sand, proved to be limestone; and fragments 
of the same rock were also brought up by sounding. The land 
was here quite clear of snow and ice. 

At eleven we passed the southern point, and, a little before 
noon, came to the entrance of a river discharging itself by a 
multitude of channels; exhibiting a deposit of alluvium which 
is far from common on these northern shores, and appearing 
to flow through a considerable space inland. It was named 
Lang river, after my friend ofW oolwich yard who had so much 
excrted himself for our former expedition: after passing this, 
the land trended a point more to the westward. At two we 
pa~sed another similar, hut much smaller stream; and, two 
miles further, a remarkable peaked hill which I named 
Mount Oliver. 

A point appeared shortly, jutting out here to the eastward, 
about which were collected a number of icebergs aground, in
dicating the presence of a shoal, extending about a mile oft'; 
and a narrolV inlet opened to the northward of it, which ap
peared to be full of ice, and was probably shallow throughout, 
considering that there were but ten fathoms water on the out
side. This opinion was confirmed by finding that there wall 
here no appearance of any current, either into or out of it, 
though there was a very strong one running outside. I named 
this inlet Hassard inlet. 

Round this point we found a very small island, to which I 
gave 1he name of Ditchburn, and to the land within it Boothia, 
being at the distance of a mile, and appearing to be continuous 
in the general direction already visible. It now fell nearly calm; 
but while the ice became thicker and heavier towards four in the 
afternoon, the fog cleared away, and there broke on our view a 
range of mountains rising beyond the land that we had been 
cpasting, which we now saw clearly to he a low and flat tract, 
cpntinuous eastward with this elevated region, and consisting, 
not of an uninterrupted plain, but of a series of low grounds 
and islets, among which we could but ill discern what was a 
real island and what was connected by an isthmus with the 
shore. 

Many whales of a light colour came close to us; appearing 
to be quite indifferent to the presence of the ship; and if this 
proved that they had no experience of the fishery, so was it 
evident that here the whalers might find an easy prey, if it could 
be expedient for them to make the trial, and such trials sbould 
be as successful as ours. The mainland now appeared quite 
blue as the sky continued to brighten, being as clear of snow 
as the lower grounds. Pursuing our course, we observed a low 
island surrounded by icebergs, and subsequently a low point, 
from th.c end of which s.everal tsl~ts alld rocks stretch ed out, 
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appearing, to cover a large bay formed in the high blue land 
and full of close-packed ice. A low tract was also visible to 
the south,wardof, this; beyond which the mountain range ex
tended; as far as the eye could reach, in a SSE direction as far 
as we could judge. 

We could not here, however, approach nearer, on account of 
a tract of closely-packed ice, which formed a crescent extend
ing from the shore round to the east and north-east. This was 
the first time that our progress had been entirely obstructed; 
and it was only now we found that we were still too early in the 
season to explore this passage; a discovery that consoled us 
for all our delays, in spite of which we were now convinced 
that we had made a greater progress than we could originally 
have expected in a single season, as we should also have gain
ed nothing by being earlier . 

.At eight in the evening the wind came fresh from the north
west, which gave us an opportunity of examining more minutely 
the possibility of penetrating further; but no opening was to 
be f@und, neither was there any clear water visible over the 
ice, in any direction south of the east or west. W c were thcre
fore obliged to haul off and beat the who!.:: night among the 
drift ice, which was streaming from the north-west, out of the 
different bays and creeks. Our estimated distance was about 
thirty miles south of Cape Garry. 

August 16; the wind continued about north-west, and we 
kept on beating to gain the weather shore, near tbe last point 
we had passed, which now bore north-west by west. At two 
in the morning we got near to the land, and made fast to an 
iceberg about musket-shot from the beach, in three and a half 
fathoms water, being at the common entrance of two beautifnl 
little harbours. By the time we were secured and the sails 
furled, it was too late for the usual church service; and as the 
men had undergone great fatigue, they were allowed the hours 
for rcst. I went on shore with all the officers, to ,take formal 
possession of the new-discovered land; and at one o'clock, be
ing a few minutes after seven in London, the colours were dis
played with the usual ceremony, and the health of the King 
drunk, together with that of the fOllndel" of our expedition, 
after whom the land was named. 

On exploring this spot it was found to be the southern extre
mity of the low land that we had traced, and that it joined the 
hill tract by an isthmus. Though formed of limestone, it was 
covered hy scattered blocks of granite, indicating the probable 
nature of the mountainolls cOllntry beyond. On the east side 
the rock was quite bare, but the west displayed some vegeta
tion, with plan is in flower, that were collected for the hortus 
siccus. An old Esquimaux grave proved that it had been visit
ed by some of this wandering tribe; and we found the bones 
of foxes, and teeth of the musk ox. A bird resembling a sand 
lark was the only living animal we saw. 
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From the highest part of this land, which was upwards of a 
hundred feet above the level of the sea, we obtained a good 
view of the bay and the adjoining shores, and had the satis
action" to Ilnd that the ice was in motion and fast clearing 
away .. We therefore resolved to wait patiently till wc could 
see an opening; and proceeded to the northern quarter of this 
spot to wake some observations on the dip of the magnetic 
needle. Here we found two Esquimaux huts, but empty, t~
gether with a fox-trap, containing some of the bones of thIS 
animal; we went afterwards on board to survey the northern
most harbour, which was found to have sufficient water for us. 
aud to be sheltered from both wind and current. The tide rose 
four feet in the day, and five and a half in the night; high 
water being at twelve o'clock on the second day after the full 
moon. Though the wind was unaltered, the clouds continued 
to cover the sun so as to prevent any observation. The sea 
abounded in small marine animals, of which some were added 
to our collection. To this place I gave the name, Brown island, 
after the amiable sister of Mr. Booth; the inlet was named 
Brentford bay, and the islands Grimble islands. 

August 17; the sun appearing for the first time this morn
ing, sights were obtained for the chronometers and the varia
tion. The observations here made on the dip of the magnetic 
needle gave 890

, being the greatest that had yet been observed, 
and an increase of one degree since we left the Fury's beach. 
As the variation also was westerly, we cxpected that we should 
find or pass over the magnetic pole, which, under such a dip, 
could not be far distant. 

Before noon we had a perfect view of the land, the point 
which we had next to pass being due south of our present an
chorage; and it was a promising sight to observe that the ice 
still continned to separate and dissolve, so as to justify our at
tempting to work through it. The latitude observed at noon 
gave 71 059', and the longitude by chronometer, corrected to 
Fury point, 930 32'; making the place where the flag was 
lJOisted exactly 730 Nand 930 40' W. We had here left a 
bottle containing an account of our proceedings, and had well 
secured it by means of a cairn of stones, on which was placed 
a post. 

The tide llaving risen during the night, and floated the ice
berg to which we were fast, we were obliged to cast off and 
let go our anchor in ten fathoms, about two cables' length 
nearer the point of the island than before. The steam was then 
got ready; and, there being a light air of wind, we took advan
tage of this and of the tide, weighed, and stood out for the 
opening that seemed to lead to the southern point, whieh was 
ten or twelve leagues distant. It soon, however, fell calm, 
and the engine[acting very badly, we made little progress. 

At six we were to the eastward ofa large rock which seemed 
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to be part of a reef extending between the points of the inlet 
in view to the westward, and which was full of ice. N car this 
rock there were many whales, apparently feeding and enjoy
ing themselves in perfect security, and one large one camc 
very near the ship. Whenever, also, the paddles were in mo
tion, the seals were roused up, and seemed to be very abun
dant. 

At eight o'clock a breeze sprung up from the northward, ena
bling us to approach the land, which was tolerably clear of ice 
till midnight; but the engine working to little purpose, it wall 
stopped, and the paddle hoisted up. Unfortunately, the wea
ther became thick at ten, so that we could only shape our 
course by the wind,-a hazardous guide, as it might shift, with
out our being able to percdve it, for want of marks or com
pass, and thus lead us into peril. Still it was a risk worth 
venturing, since it was by working to the southward that we 
might get hold of the land which we presumed to be the Ame
rican continent. 

August 18; we continued to run at the rate of three and a 
half miles in the hour, among pieces of heavy ice, against some 
of which we could not avoid striking; receiving many hard 
blows, but no damage. At four, however, it became so thick, 
and the ice so close, that we could penetrate no further, and 
therefore made fast to a floe which we supposed to be near the 
point in question, since we had run about twenty miles. The 
depth of water was at first twenty-two fathoms; but we soon 
increased it to thirty-three by drifting. There were sufficient 
indicatio,ns that the wind had continued true north, and there
fore that we had steered south and a little easterly. About 
ten the weather cleared, so as to enable us to see our way to 
the westward; and we cast off from the (loe to which we had 
made fast when we had first stopped, since it still continued 
drifting to the north-east. 

We then stood to the westward, through ice which was often 
so thick as entirely to stop our progTess; and, after much la
bour by warping, got within sig'ht of the land, which was low 
and encumbered by a continuation of the reef of rocks which 
we had previously seen. As it was, however, possible that 
there might be a deep channel near the land, I determined t1) 
cros,s this reef, which we accordingly attempted, in a depth of 
four fathoms at first, which gradually shoaled into two, thus 
leaving us little more water than we could venture to stay in. 
Here we made fast to a floe, and sent the boat forward to sound; 
thus discovering that there was no passage near the land, and 
being compelled to return by the way that we had attempted. 

We were favoured in this by the wind shifting a little more 
to the westward, and were enabled to reach the deep water by 
six o'clock. We cOlild not, however, discover how far we han 
proceeded since yesterday, since we had no observations at 
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noon. Holding on, nevertheless, we forced our w~~ through 
the lanes of water and the loose ice before liS; recelvlllg many 
other severe rubs. but no damage either to the ship orthe boat, 
and before midnig'ht, succeeded in getting into some clear water 
that secmed to lead alont;' the land to the southward. Hp,re 
the temperature of the sea was 32°, the wind being due n.orth. 

August 19; we continued to stand to the southward wIthout 
interruption, till four o'clock on this morning, when in attempt
ing to pass between two large pieces of ice, they suddenly 
closed, so as to give us a considerable squeeze, but without 
any injury; while we ultimately forced our way between them. 
Soon after this it was evident that the clear water was nearly 
at an end; and as the wind bad freshened, we had no choice 
but to make fast for protection, to the largest piece we cO'1ld 
find. This was done at five o'clock; and the weather becom
ing clear a little before eight, we found that the land bore 
from NNW to S by E, and the nearest point, which was 
about three miles olf, west by north. There were now forty
five fathoms water; but we were closely beset by the ice, 
which, as it was drifting down on the piece to wbich we were 
fastened, carried this on the next to leeward. The Krusen
stern was now cast off and placed- in a. natural dock near us; 
and towards noon we found that we had drifted several miles 
along the land to the snutbward. 

We had here thirty fathoms; and the shore nearest us was 
a flat, slJ'ooth land, with a low cape, which I named Charlotte. 
Behind this was a range of hills, of no very great apparent 
height, but blue, and clear of snow, while extending further 
south than the lower land. The ice, too, seemed to be all drift
ing in that direction. Some sights obtained for the chronome
ter gave the longitude 940 40'; but we were obliged to estimate 
the latitude at 710 20', as we could obtain no meridian altitude 
of the sun. 

Before noon tbe ice, wl1ich was the heaviest we had yet seen, 
came down on us with great pressure,and the rudder was barely 
yet but partially, unshipped in time to save it. We continued 
to drift to the southward, pretty smoothly, together with the 
ice, until eig'ht; when it slackened a little, so as to give us the 
means of entirely extricating the rudder, which was then hoisted 
up and laid across the stern. Not long after, some fresh masses 
of ice lifted the Krusenstern nearly out of the watN, and turned 
our own head to the shore; but after this we lay quiet all night 
in depths varying from fifty-five to thirty-two fathoms; wbile 
by the marks on the land, we could see that we were drifting 
southward with the whole body of ice. At midnight the terl1-
perature of the air was 36°, and that of the water 300' the 
nearest land being about four miles off. ' 

August 2?; the weather was more clear this morning than it 
had been sll1ce Sunday, and we had a good view of this newly 
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discovered land, which extended from north 250 west to south 
200 east. We. had been drifted so close to tbe low point nearest 
us, that carrymg ,the ch~racters of tIle preceding in our eye, we 
could see that tlus consIsted of the same limestone. It was a 
smooth tract, as far as it was visible, which was over an ex
tent of ten miles, without either depressions or rising grounds. 
That behind it offered, as it had done before, a complete con
trast of character; having tbe ruggedness and irregularity of 
surface which marks the granite or analogous rocks, and the 
atmospheric colouring making it appear of a dark hlue. 

!he coast was broken and hollowed into little bays, and 
skIrted by rocks and small islands; one of which appeared 
about a mile in length, elevated at the western side, and ter
minating in a low point to the eastward; whence we concluded 
that such was the general elevation and tendency of the lime
stone, flat as it might have appeared to us when seen in a dif
ferent direction. The latitude observed here at noon was 700 

59', and tbe longitude 930 2'. 
The ice still continued closely packed and drifting, with se

verallanes of water among it. Many whales were seen, toge
ther with some scals; but we could not contrive to take any of 
the latter. The soundings exhibited fragments of granite and 
limestone; and the temperature of the air and water were, re
spectively, 39° and 32°. We aired the small sails and the peo
ple's clothes; and several matters were done in the sbip in the 
carpenter's department, and in that of the engineer, especially 
in clearing the pipes of the coke dust by which they were 
choked. 

Tbe wind was variable during the day; and, by the marks 
on the shore, we could see that we drifted, sometimes to tbe 
northward, and at otbers to the southward, as the ice moved; 
invariably deepening the water in tbe latter direction, and find
ing it vary from 42 to 69 fathoms, with a calcareous muddy 
bottom and stones. The motion and state of the ice formed 
an anxiolls subject, to those especially to whom this region 
was new: we, who were experienced, were easily consoled 
for such dctention as this, by recollecting how much farther 
we had already penetrated, than form3r expeditions, thongh 
under the many disadvantages by which we had been attended, 
There was not, indeed, any immediate prospect of a release; 
and even we who had acquired experience from other voyages 
in these regions, were somewhat disconcerted by finding tbat 
a formation of new ice was commencing on the holes near the 
ship's side; the thermometer, for tbe first time, falling as low 
as 290 in the water, while the air was only 39°. Still we thought 
that the clear water near the land was incrcasing in dimen
sions, and the great packs of ice becoming slacker. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ATTEMPTS TO WORK ALONG SHORE-DISCOVERY OF PORT LOGAN
LAND THERE-TRACES or ESQUIMAUX-LABOURING AMONG THE 
ICE-DISCOVERY or ELIZABETH HARBOUR. 

AUGUST 21; on this day there was a great and sudden change 
of that threatening temperature. It was again, to the feelings, 
like a summe]' day in England, and the thermometer rose to 
380, as that of the sea did to 31°; this change having com
menced at four o'clock in the morning. Much of the neW ice 
dissolved therefore, more sea appeared open, and we had an 
excellent view of the land; the atmosphere being as clear as 
the air was ClaIm, 

The shore still displayed the same flat features, forming a 
crescent of about sixteen miles in extent, and to the north of 
the point which the ship faced. At that place a small island 
was discernible, and the shore still seemed skirted by small 
rocky islands, which appeared to form many harbours and 
cr-eeks. We were not more than four miles from the beach, 
but could not by the telescope discover any living creature ex
cept two large whales. At noon the observations showed that 
we were a mile and a half further south than on the day pre
ceding, but we had no sights for the longitude. 

The ship continued beset, and went on drifting with the ice, 
in all directions, as the wind chanced to vary, while the depth 
of tbe water increased to 87 fathoms. The mtn were employed, 
in their several departments, aboutthe rigging and the engine, 
and in fitting a collar and bits for a new bowsprit. Towards 
the evening the slacking of the ice was more perceptible, and 
a lane of clear water to the south-east was discernible by the 
terrestrial refraction. The Krusenstern, which had continued 
raised on the ice, dropped into the water, and there was a con
siderable pool round the ship. 

August 22; this day, being almost calm, the ice remained in 
the same state. The ship was warped round to the north side 
of the floe, where there was a larger extent of water; and it 
was in a better situation in case the ice should open. In the 
mmning we were visited by a large whale, and after breakfast 
by a bear, which was wounded by a shot, but escaped on some 
of the loose ice, and then plunged into the water. Many seals 
were shot during the day, but they all sank, so that we ob-
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tained none. A 'second bear, in the evening, was similarly 
wounded, but escaped in the same manner. 

At noon the latitude showed us that we bad been drifted 
three-quarters of a mile to the north; as we found ourselves a 
mile off the shore, by the bearings of the hmd. Owing to the 
clearness of the day, we had the best view of the coast that we 
had yet obtained; and as we could more certainly perceive a 
line of clear watt'r near it, our incapacity to extricate ourselves 
from the ice was the more provoking. The tt'mperature of the 
air rose to 40°, and that of the water to 350; the land, in the 
evening, becoming very much elevated by the refraction, so as 
to exhibit the open water along the shore with great distinct
ness. 

August 23; early this morning the wind came from the south
east, and rendcred it necessary for us to cast off from the tloe 
which had heen our anchorage for so many days; when the 
ice having slacked, we were able to get half a mile nearer to 
the land. At nine, however, we were again obliged to make 
fast to a piece of ice which we could not pass. Being Sunda)" 
divine service was performed. After dinner we got two mile~ 
nearer the land, b)' sailing and warping; but at six we were 
obliged to bring up at a large floe, in tift)' fathoms water. The 
temperature of the air varied from 35° to 370, and that of the 
water was about 31°. It was altogether a beautiful day, with 
a clear sky and a light breeze. 

We saw here some sea unicorns and many seals; and, dur
ing the evening, found ourselves drifting to the southward, 
though we had made some northing in the moming when under 
sail. No clear water was seen on this day except to the north
east; but the ice was apparently lighter, and it had notfrozen 
during the preceding night. The ice being too unsteady for 
the artiticial horizon, no observations were procured. The 
weather continued fine at midnight. 

August 24; the moming, being calm, gave us some hopes of 
getting nearer to the land, especially as the ice seemed suffi
ciently opened to allow us to force the ship through it. The 
engine was therefore got ready, and we began to propel with 
the paddles nnd ice-poles at seven o'clock; so that, although 
tht' engine acted very iII, we succeeded, by two, in getting hold 
of a large iceberg which lay aground about a mile from the low 
point which borc south-west when we started. About noon, a 
,breeze Ilad however sprung up from the eastward. and thus 
checked our attempts to get farther south at this time. 

We were fortunate, nevertheless, in having secured ourselves 
to this immoveable rock of ice; since, as the evening came on, 
the wIlDIe pack which we had quitted began to drift with great 
velocity to the northward, showing us what our own fate 
would have bcen had we remailled with it. The ice to which 
we were fast was aground in seven fathomS:i and ~ftt'r1his the 
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water rose above four feet the tide beginning here to the southward', while that in the offing wa~ running in the eo.ntrary direction. The weather being cloudy, no ohservatIOns were made but at midnio-ht the air was at 320 and the water at 300
• Many seals were se~n, and the lead bro.ught up limestone. Our position was in the middle of a large bight, and we had closed 

in the island to the southward. 
August 25; we had fully resolved to try the steam, but the wind freshened a!1ainst us before long, to the exact degree, though no more, that would have rendered it usel~ss, feeble ~ was all the power it could exert. On no occaSIOn was this want of power more provoking; since, if it could but ha~e forced us two miles an hour we should have been able to gam the most distant point in vi~w, which was about sixteen miles olf. We tried what we could do, but to no purpose; so that we were obliged to console ourselves in being at least quiet, and in a better place than the one that we had left; since it had now drifted many miles to the northward, while we could see immense masses of ice passing over the very spot where we had been. 
Although the tide Loth rose and fell with us this day, the current set steadily to the northward; in consequence of which there was no returning ice to annoy us. All that we wanted was a fair wind, as the passage along the land was clear; yet even this want was probahly in our favour as matters were situated; since, by carrying the ice away from the quarter to which our views were directed, it would prohably give us a stilI clearer sea in no long time. 
Though the wind increased considerably towards evening, the weather became much warmer, and, to our great joy, there came on some rain, since we concluded that it would aid in thawing and breaking up the ice. At noon the observed latitude wa~ 700 54', being rather more than four miles south of our last observation. One seal was killed, and proved excellent. At noon the air was at 36°, and the water at 32°, with no variations afterward; and the tide continued to rise about four feet and a half. 
August 26; at six this morning it became quite ealm, and the ice being sufficiently open to the southward, the water smooth, and no eurrent, the engine was put in action, but performed so badly that we made no more than one mile in the hour, not being able to obtain more than seven revolutions in a minute. We passed the low point near which we were moored, in seven fathoms water, at the distance of two miles from the beach, and then gradually dropped into eighteen, when we opened the entrance of a spacious bay exposed to the south-east. At the bottom of this there appeared to be a stream, and the land that we were approaching was more rugged and lofty; consisting, in that part, of what again seemed 
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to be granite, while below it appeared to be limest.one, as be
fore, with many loose fragments. Within a mile of the shore 
the water deepened to fifty fathoms; but evcn here we found 
that the large icebergs were aground, touching the rocks in 
many places. 

About four o'clock a fog came on, but we were able to keep 
the land in sight by sailing within a quarter of a mile of it. 
At seven Commanaer Ross was sent to look for a harbour in 
the bay, and he was fortunate in finding a very good one, which 
I named Port Logan. 

We entered it at eigllt, the water being shoaler, and the ice
bergs grounded at such a distance from the shore as to give us 
an excellent pier harbour within them, with twelve feet at low 
water, and our stem not above fifty fathoms from the rocks. 

This was, however, a safe position, not withstanding that prox
imity and the small depth of water, since the icebergs were im
moveable. We landed at nine to take possession, and walked 
three miles, up a valley of a much more pleasing character 
than the general aspect of the couutry had led us to expect. 
It was traversed by a river, through the channel of which a 
small stream was now running, but which bore the marks of 
being a considerable torrent during the melting of the snows. 
This river was named the Macdoua!' "Ve saw here the recent 
marks of deer and of the musk ox, and also shot a white hare. 

August 27; this day was a continued calm, and though foggy 
in the morning, sights were obtained for the chronometers. I 
ascended with 'Commander Ross to the precipice at which the 
ship was fast, which seemed about 200 feet high, but our view 
was obstructed by much higher land to the southward and 
westward. We saw no animals; but the traces of bears, deer, 
and ptarmigan were visible in many places. This hill was of 
granite, so as to confirm our conjecturcs respecting the higher 
lands at a greater distance, and was intersected by veins of 
quartz; and, at its foot, with granite fragments, there were also 
masses of whitish limestone, with shells embedded in the slaty 
strata that accomp:1l1ied it. There was very little vegetation, 
but the margins of two small lakes on the summit were sur
rounded by lichens and mosses. 

This and all the adjoining land was entirely clear of snow; 
and the water of the lakes stood at 38°; while the air was to-day 
as high a~ 42°. Obtaining here a merid ian altitude of the sun, 
we found the latitude to be 70° 48', and the longitude 930 18', 
giving 920 48' when corrected by that of Fury point. The dip 
of the magnetic needle was 89° 46' west. After these needful 
observations, we took possession of this continuation of our 
discoveries, according to the usual forms, selecting another 
elevated spot for this purpose. At that part of tllis coast the 
I,md was undulated into hills and valleys; most of the latter 
cgntaining lakes abounding in small fish about three inc,h(l5 
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long, not unlike trout. We obtained some dozens by means 
of our net; but it was too large in the meshes to secure as 
many as we might otherwise have taken. 

We hence proceeded to a hill about 300 feet high, five miles 
further to the southward, from the top of which we had a most 
satisfactory view. The land appeared to extend in a south
westerly direction from the island, and, to the eastward of 
south all was water for a space of thirty miles; the ice being 
such ~s to give us every prospect of getting through whenever 
the wind should become fair, since it was vain to reckon on 
the assistance of the engine any longer. We here fell in with 
a covey of ptarmigan, and killed a brace; as we also shot the 
only other bird we saw, a snow bunting. From the further
most point of the bay in which we lay, and at the distance of 
six miles, there appeared an inlet, or bay, about two miles 
deep; the point which was to the southward of it extending 
considerably to the eastward, while off its northern one there 
was an island which seemed, on its north side, to have a good 
harbour about half a mile in circumference, which I named 
MoItke bay, giving the name of Bjornstjerna to the inlet itself. 

The narrow and low island lying to the eastward of this ap
peared not more than a quarter of a mile long, and twenty 
yards wide; being scarcely elevated above the water, and 
seeming to offer a passage between it and the sbore. It was 
named Rosea island. From its southern extremity the land 
trends to the SSE. presenting a succession of points and har
bours which we had occasion to examine more particularly 
afterwards. Behind the southernmost point of the island men
tioned on the 22d as bearing south 14° E, the land appeared to 
trend more to the westward; and we were now sure that the 
furthest point we saw was the same that bore south of us when 
lying at the floe on that day. 

We returned at nine, after an interesting walk, but· which 
had proved very laborious along the shore, in consequence of 
the fragments of ice and rocks. In the evening it was foggy· 
and towards midnight there was a breeze from the NNW. Th~ 
tide rose three feet six inches, it being three days before full 
moon; but it was irregular, and we could not make out its ye
locity. 

At the bottom of the bay, I must now add, we had found 
about twenty summer habitations of the Esquimaux, situated 
between two streams there flowing into the sea. They were of 
such recent erection as to mark no distant time durino- which 
they had been occupied. Near them we found a pair ~f rein
deer's horns and some fox traps, as well as some of the o-raves 
of the natives. '" 

Again the engineers were clearing the pipes, which were once 
more choked with coke dust; and we had mure reason to-day 
than ever to regret the ill performance of this wretched ma-
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chine, since we might easily have made thirty miles, with one 
of the most moderate power. At midnight the weather was 
thick and foggy. 

August 28; our hopes of proceeding on this day were disap
pointed by the wind coming to the eastward of north; so that, 
during the night, the ice was set in upon the land, and, among 
it, a large and heavy floe which impeded all passa?:e. The 
thick weather which accompanied this change would indeed 
have bee~ in itself a complete impediment, since, for want of 
the compass, all navigation is impossible under such circum
stances. At one time the ice appeared to be floating against 
the wind, which was light, and towards the north; but as the 
breeze increased, it returned and floated to the southward. 

'The sails were however loosed, and warps laid out, in ex
pectation that the weather might so far clear up as to enable 
us to discover some channel; but the fog continued so dense 
the whole day, that at eight we gave up all hopes, and furled 
the sails. The wind indeed now freshened so much, that we 
thought ourselves fortunate in not having started as we at first 
wished. We found it expedient in consequence to carry out 
some ropes, in order to secure the ship better to the bergs and 
the rocks. 

The wind after this veered a little more to the north; and 
as it was to be new moon the following day, we began to fear 
lest the icebergs should float and carry us further up the bay, 
among the dangerous rocks and shoals which we had there 
seen. The tide rose three feet, the high water being exactly 
at noon, and the ebb at six; the temperature or the air being 
340, and that of the water 320. Nevertheless the ice seemed 
to' be dissolving fast around us, though some heavy floes were 
drifted into the mouth of the bay; yet giving us no uneasiness, 
as we were well protected by the grounded icebergs. 

As we would not venture on shore to-day, for fear of a change 
in our favour, it was employed in examining and preserving 
the specimens in natural history that had been collected the 
day before. A ready method of cleansing the seal-skins was 
found, by putting them overboard, where they were rendered 
free of every particle of flesh and blubber by the shrimps, in 
the course of a very short time. The seal's flesh, as before, 
turned out good, with very much of the flavour of the loons 
which we had shot in Davis's strait. We had the good for
tune to recover a rifle which had fallen overboard last night; 
the clear water enabling us· to see it at the bottom, in the ele
ven feet sounding where we lay. 

August 29; it was high water this morning at two, being 
nearly at the change of the moon, which took place, at Gre~n
wich time, at 9 A. M. The tide rose exactly six feet, havll1g 
been but three feet six inches the preceding day, as, on the 
following, at half-past one, it was but twenty-two inches. This 
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is a sufficient proof of the irregularity of the tides in tllis strait, 
preventing all possibility of anticipating their extent and na
ture. Whatever other circumstances may be among the causes 
of this uncertainty, it seems probable that the northerly winds 
and currents make them come earlier and rise higher, and that 
the reverse happens in southerly winds. 

The ice in the offing was seen, during the flood, to move up 
and down, or both ways, cven when tbere was no wind at all. 
This causes some difficulty in judf(ing of the direction of the 
tides; but I still think that the flood must come from the north
ward, because the motion was always greatest towards the 
south when the wind was in that direction; as it was also 
gradually later in proceeding to the southward. 

At four in the mOll1ing the weather was so clear that there 
seemed a chance of a passage through the pack of ice which 
bad been driven on the coast during the night. We therefore 
cast loose from the iceberg, and made sail; yet could find no 
passage through on reaching it, and were compelled to tack. 
But we had run to the leeward so far, that we could not fetch 
any place of safety, and were therefore obliged to warp back 
to the place we had left, which we reached at seven o'clock. 

Before noon it came to blow hard from the north-east, which 
set in the ice so thiek on the shore, that not an interval of 
water could be seen. We therefore considered ourselves for
tunate in baving got back to our station, disappointed as we 
might be in baving made no progress. Raining now once 
more, wbile it blew hard, we also once more boped that the 
ice would feel the effects, to our .speedy profit. Thoug·h no 
clear water could be seen from the ship, we, however, obtained 
a view: of a considerable tract in the offing, by ascending some 
of tbe bigher ground on tbe shore. 

Seeing now that there was no chance of proceeding till the 
wind changed, an additional hawser was carried out to a rock 
for further security. in the evening, and another in the morn
ing, after we had found that the 1ide had risen so lIjgh as to 
float the icebergs, Jest we should be altogether drifted out, or 
at least be carried further up the bay. At sunset, however, the 
weather had a more seWed appearance; yet this was of short 
duration, It soon afterwards became cloudy, with the wind 
from the east; and at midnight we had our first fall of snow. 
The gales hecame then very strong from the north-east, and the 
ice was packed close round the outside of the bay; but the, 
icebergs still defended us from its pressure. The temperature 
of the air was 340, and that of the water 32°. 

August 30; during the night it blew a strong .gale, but the 
tide rose only five feet six inches; and as the icehergs did. not 
move, the ship lay in perfect security. As it was high water 
half an hour earlier than on the preceding night, we had addi
tional proof of tIl(' irregularity of the tides in this strait, caused, 
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unquestionably, by the complicated action of the winds and the 
drifting ice. In the morning the hills were covered with snow; 
a sight which was very far from agreeable, though we had no 
reason to expect aught else. Yet we had not much reason to 
complain, though we should eventually have been stopped 
bere, since we had already penetrated further, by a hundr~d 
and twenty miles, even during this very short summer of ours, 
tban any previous expedition bad done in two ycars. This 
being Sunday, was made 2l day of rest. 

The gale continued from the north-east the whole day, ac
companied by snow and sleet, the temperature of tbe air be
ing at 34°, and that of the sea at 320 • Both the ebb and the 
flood had so diminisbed, that the difference was scarcely two 
feet; and we llOuld now see tbat our little harbour was the 
only secure place on the coast, all the rest being closely be~et 
by ice. But we still expected that the wind would remove 
these fragments, and that we should be able to make Borne 
miles of progress before the winter should fairly set in. 

August 31; this morning the land was entirely covered by 
snow, and there was no more of the usual blue colour to be 
seen. Once more the tide rose five feet and a half, and the 
ice was closely packed all round. As the day advanced the 
snow turned to sleet, and at length to a steady rain; the tem
perature of the air rising afterwards to 37°. With this, the 
snow on the hills began to melt and disappear. Going on 
shore; a lane of water was found to have made its appearance 
in the south, and another in the east, while the ice began also 
to slacken both to the northward and southward of our har
bour. The rivers were found much swollen, but no animals 
were seen. This day the water only rose two feet and a half. 

Sept. 1; at four in the morning, as there appeared a possi
bility of working the ship into clear wattr, she was hauled out 
to an ieeberg, and, by the aid of a NNW wind, we contrived 
to steer along the land in a SE by S course. We passed out
side the low island, and then bore up for the uttermost point, 
though in constant doubt of our position, from the thickness 
of the weather and the frequent changes of course we were ob
liged to make in working through the ice. But it cleared at 
seven, so as to show us the land, bearing from south 880 east 
to south, and also from south to SSW. It was the island which 
we had seen on the 20th,-but its distance proved to be much 
greater than we had then imagined. It was named Alicia is
land . We kept under sail as long as we could, but were at 
last compelled, by the closing of the'ice, to ma\>e fast to a large 
piece of it, which happent'd to be at hand, This, with the 
whole pack, proved to be drifting to the southward, and thus 
brought ns nearer to the islands, though we were beating in 
the opposite direction. Towards evening it became moderate, 
and the ice .seemed to have stopped. The rudder w~s there-

G 
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fore unshipped, and the Krusenstern placed in a secure situa-. 
tion, in case we should become permanently beset, as now ap
peared inevitable; while I need not say that we were once 
more reduced to a state of utter helplessness. The tempera
ture of the air was 360 in the day, hut at night it fell to 34°. 
The depth of water was 52 fathoms, amI the distance from the 
nearest land three miles; but as we approached within two 
miles in drifting to the southward, it deepened to 80 fathoms 
Some seals were seen, and an ivory gull was shot. 

Sept. 2; by this morning the ship had drifted abre.ast of the 
highest part of that island which had been so long in sight; 
which now, howevcr, proved to be, not one island, as we had 
thought, but a rocky chain of islets extending in a SE and NW 
direction. The latitude was 70° 36', and the longitude 920 6'; 
whence we found that we had made eleven miles to the south
ward. After noon the current changed, and the whole pack 
began again to drift to the SE; clear water was visible about 
three miles to the north, but in no other direction. The islands, 
from which we were only two miles distant, presentl'd the most 
barren and repulsive tract which we had yet seen; displaying 
an entire surface of dark and rugged rocks, withont the least 
trace of vegetation, or the presence of even a bird to enliven 
them. The clearness of the day allowed us to see some land 
which appeared to be about nill!' leagues off; and it was higher, 
as it seemed to us, than what we had passed before; while, in 
the intermediate space, were more of the rocky islands. 

The piece of ice to which we were now fast was about two 
acres in dimensions, and had a pond of fresh water, whence 
we replenished our stock; after which it was made a washing 
place for such articles as demanded this operation. Though 
the temperature of this day was only 40°, the dogs were pant
ing with heat, and seeking such shade as they could find on 
the rough ice. It however fell to 310 before eight o'clock, and 
finally to 29°. The depth of water was here 95 fathoms. Ex
cept a small whale, no living animals were seen about this 
place. The snow had disappeared from this part of the land, 
'With exception of a small quantity on tIle mountains in the 
extreme distance. In the evening it was calm, and we conti
nued fast beset, but drifting to the southward with the whole 
pack. At midnight we sounded in 150 fathoms, with a muddy 
bottom. 

Sept. 3; the weather was thick this morning, with light and 
variable winds, chiefly from the northward. The water shoaled 
to 65 fathoms, and then deepened to 80. The ice was fast all 
Tound us, hut appeared more slack towards the islands we had 
passed. In the afternoon the fog turned to small rain, the 
thermometer being at 36°; and sume clear weather in the even
~ng discovered to us that we had made three miles further 
south since yesterday. The sight of one bear and one seal was 
not enough to enliven this wearisome day, 
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It appeared to us, at this point of our progress, that thc large 
island whose aspect had so often changed, consisted in reality 
oftllree, which formed part of a rocky chain extending along 
the coast as far as we could see, and which, by stopping' the 
ice, caused the difficulty ofthe in shore navigation. Thus we 
again found use for our patience: while, by following this 
ehain in the train of the ice, we trusted that we could always 
keep behind such heavy masses as would ground in time to 
prevent us from being wrecked or suffering any material in
jury. Heavy rain at midnight, with a shift of wind to the 
eastward, gave us some hopes of a change, though setting us 
on the shore, 

September 4; as the wind had shifted, during the night, to 
the ESE, we found this morning that we had drifted two miles 
to the northward, approaching towards the 8110re at the same 
time. It rained hard till nine, and the wind increased to a 
gale; so that, by noon, we had drifted four miles further in the 
same direction, being fixed between two floes, but so as to sus
tain no injury. Thick weather coming on at three, we saw the 
land no more, but were convinced by the lead that we were 
continuing to drive; and after various changes of soundings, 
found ourselves, by the evening, in one hundred and twenty 
fathoms, which diminished to seventy-five at midnight. The 
shooting of a glaucous gull, and of a seal, were the only amuse
ments ofa provoking day, under which we were losing all the 
ground we had just been gaining, if not more. 
, September 5; the gale continuing all night, with rain, the 
large floe separated from us very early in the morning; and, 
as it became clear, we found that we had drifted off the land. 
Perceiving then that the whole pack bad considerably slack
ened, we attempted, in consequence, to force through it towards 
the land, in spite of many heavy blows, which fortunately did 
no mischief. We here found that our latitude was 700 55', and 
that we had lost nineteen miles in a northerly direction, toge
ther with fourteen milcs in longitude, during the three hours 
which we had been driving with the ice. 

At five it cleared, and we saw, in the south-east, but at a 
greater distance, tile never-ending island which, it almost 
seemed, we were destined not to quit. Forcing the ship through 
mnch heavy ice, we at last cleared the whole pack; when, the 
wind favouring us a little, we made up all tlle way that we had 
lost, and having again got hold of the land, made fast, at ten 
o'clock, to an iceberg aground in five fathoms, and about five 
hundred yards from the. shore. It rained hard till midnight, 
but was nearly calm. We saw two whales on this evening, 
with several seals; and the water was clear between the pack 
and the shore, while we were surrounded by large icebergs. 

September £; the wind continued in the same quarter, with 
rainy weather, so tIlat we could form no plan for proceeding. 
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After divine service we went on shore to seek for a more se
cure }Jarbour, as our present place was a very unsafe one. 
Entering an inlet with the boat, about a quarter of a mile wide, 
we sounded in fifteen fathoms: and, following it for a mile, 
we found it open into a spacious harbour, having twenty 
fathoms in the middle, and shoaling gradually to the sides. 
We here too ascertained that what we had taken for an island, 
the night before, was a peninsula. The harbour was named 
Elizabeth, in compliment to a sister of- the patron of our 
expedition. 

Tbe country consisted of limestone and granite, resembling 
what we had formerly examined. A herd of rein-deer passed 
at a sufficient distance to make us waste some shot, if not to 
tantalize us, as we proceeded to ascend the hill to the south
ward. Hence we had a perfect view of a harbour not exceed
ed by any in the world; before this, we had not been able to 
form a just estimate of its extent or nature. The pursuit of 
some hares which we saw, did not, however, tempt us to pro
long our stay, since we could discover that the ice was drifting 
fast upon us. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ATTEMPT TO QUIT ELIZABETH HARBOUR-SLOW PROGRESS ALONG 
SHORE-CRITICAL POSITION OF THE SHIP AMONG THE ICE, AND 
ESCAPE THROUGH PERILOUS PASSAGE-DISCOVERY OF ECLIPSE 
HARBOUR-FURTHER DISCOVERIES-CAPE ST. CATHARINE, AND 
LAX HARBOUR. 

HAVING returned on board by two o'clock, we made sail there
fore from the iceberg, and entering into the harbonr, moored 
the ship to a small one in seven fathoms, not fal' from the beach. 
A boat was then dispatched to see if there was any exit on the 
southern or eastern side; but the result was, that we ]lad 
entered by the only opening, as it was also found that it was 
separated from the strait without, by a narrow range of lime
stone about three miles long, level and straight. The boundary 
to the westward was of high land, and that to the north con
sisted of lower hills interspersed with lakes containing fish: 
the rocky point and peninsular where we had first taken pos
session forming its eastern side. The gTanite here presented 
many varieties, and was studded with garnets, probably in the 
veins, which we did not take sufficient care to distinguish at 
the time. I now indeed suspect, that on this and other occa
sions, what I have termed granite was gneiss; a mistake which 
is often easily made by those who are not practised mineralo
gists; but as I could not colleot specimens at every place that 
was visited, and as I could not bring home even all those which 
were collected, for future examination, this very unimportant 
error, if such it be, must remain. 

In the evcning, landing at the north side, and ascending the 
heights in that quarter, we obtained a still better view of this 
splendid harbour, in which the whole British Navy might safely 
ride. Except at the edges, it was clear of ice, though a few 
icebergs seemed like ourselves, to have taken refuge here; but 
we saw no mark of any shoals or rocks within it. In many 
parts there were five fathoms water close to rocks on the shore, 
where vessels might lie as at a pier, and where they might also 
heave down and repair damages; and, from marks on the 
margin, we judged that there were eight feet of rise at spring 
tides: the present, which was neap, rising but four. . 

September 7; in the evening it blew hard from the north
ward, bringing the ice past the place which we had left, and 
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packing up the whole channel to the southward. But we were 
safe, and quiet; with the security that if this ice should clear 
away, we could easily get out by aid of the tidc, and take ad
vantage of the opening. The temperature of the air was from 
340 to 350 , and that of the water 32°. At midnight there was 
rain, the wind continuing fresh. 

It rained heavily all tbe morning, and a good deal of small 
ice drifted into the harbour, proving that there was a consider
able quantity moving along the strait with the current. We 
therefore pl'oceeded in the boat, to examine into the condition 
of things outsidc, more particularly, and landed on the f.ortl}
ern isthmus. We thus saw, that at the hack of the great 
isthmus, the quantity of ice was much diminished since the 
preceding day, while tIICre was a bay to the eastward quite 
clear; but, near the mainland, it was still closely packed. The 
west side of the southern islands, however, were also clear of 
ice. ln this excursion we saw some rein-deer, and shot three 
white hares. The air fpIt warm; but, on board, the thermo
meter was only 36°. the weather being calm, with a thick fog. 

September 8; though things remained in the same state till 
noon, we expected a wind, and therefore left the harbour by 
means of the ehb and of towing; making fast to an iceberg at 
the entrance, that we might be ready. But the wind {'oming 
now from the SSE, we could proceed no further, and I there
fore sent a party to examine the state of things along shore, in 
the whale boat, which was, however, obliged to stop after pro
cceding two miles. Being then hauled up, the party proceeded 
by land along the isthmus, and thus saw that the ice was 
closed up to a rock at its termination, so as to prevent all fur
ther passage in this direction. 'rwo rocky islands and a good 
harbour were also seen in this quarter; as it was further as
certained, that while the shore was covered with heavy ice, 
the channel of moving ice and water lay between it and the 
heavy pack, which was about three miles ('lif. . 

The evening being calm, and the ice stationary, Commander 
Ross went on shore to take angles, and in his way found a 
dead deer, which we had wounded on our first landing. It 
was so large that they could only bring on board the head and 
11Oms, leaving' it for the next day to remove a carcase too va
luable to be lost. Men were also sent to erect a cairn of stones 
to mark the entrance of the harbour, otherwise difficult to find, 
in case we should be obliged to return to it. Landing, my
self, afterwards, I obtained a good view, from the north side, 
of the several places that we had passed, killing also two hares. 
At eight the wind was light, and southerly, with clear weather 
in the night, the temperature of the air from 340 to 360, and 
that of tIle water 32°. Our fresh water was replenished, and 
"mauy seals were seen. -

The geological structure of this part of the coast exactly re-



TO THE ARCT1C REGIONS. 9il 

sembled what we had formerly examined, with perhaps 
more varieties of granite, or glH'iss; the whitish shale of the 
limestone containing shells as before. The soundings were in 
clay so tough as to require great force to extract the lead from 
it. Some sandstone was also observed here; and in many of 
the small bays there were accumulations of white sand, which, 
however, might equally have been furnished by the granite. 
There was no wood: a. heath, with stems about an inch thick, 
being the largest plant growing. Near the sea tht' land was 
generally bare; but, inland, there were plains and valJies of 
considerable extent, covered with vegetation, each of the latter 
containing a lake, of which the largest seemed about two miles 
long, as many of them were but large pools. These, as before, 
were full of fish, which we then had no means of taking. Many 
hares, far from sby, were concealed among the rocks, and 
tracks of rein-deer were seen near the shore. On the north, 
side tIle remains of Esquimanx summer habitations were nu
merous, together with fox-traps and bones of whales; but all 
of so old a date as to show that it was long since this part of 
the shore had been inhabited. 

St'pt. 9; it was quite calm all this day, with an occasional 
light air from the southward, sufficient, with the current, to 
prevent us from making any progress. Notwithstanding this; 
we hauled still farther out, to be in readiness in case of a fa
vourable change. It froze so hard in the previous night, that 
the harbour was covered with bay ice; insomuch that the 
whale boat which had bt'en sent for the deer could scarcely 
make her way through it. Towards evening, however, it was 
all dissolved, as was that which had been formed in the lakes. 
Even at three o'clock it was like a summer's day in England;, 
and, though close tu the ict'berg, the temperature on board 
was 38°, while on shore it was 41". This, indeed, had an un
fortunate effect on our deer, which, though but three days 
killed, was only fit for the dogs. We here built a cairn on the 
highest hill on the north side of the harbour. 

Sept. 10; A light breeze coming from the north-west at day
light, we left thc iceberg at half-past three. and stood out 
among the loose ice under all sail; steering through various 
lanes and openings which led towards the south-east. But at 
two o'clock the wind came directly against us; and it was 
with much difficulty we reached an iceberg which was aground 
about half a mile eastward of the islands described on the se
cond of September, and about eight miles from our last sta
tion. After two hours, however, the ice set in with such rapi~ 
dity, that we were obliged to cast off, when a more favourable 
breeze enabled us to reach a small harbour in the passage be~ 
tw'een the islands and the main, whence we were able to warp 
into a situation for the night. ' 

Thus we were enabled to land on tIle islands; and, having 
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ascended the highest summit near us, we had a g'ood view of 
the state of the ice, which was such as to make us resolve to 
attempt a passage between the rocky islands and the point, ·so 
as to get hold of the mainland. The ship was therefore warped, 
'with much toil and hazard, through a narrow and rocky sound 
leading to the channel, and made fast to an iceberg, and to 
the rocks, from which she was not more than half her length 
distant, in three fathoms water. It was not, however, a good 
place, since the ice set both ways, alternately, and with great 
rapidity, so as to be in constant motion. 

Angles were here taken from a cairn which we had erected 
on the highest hill, being about three hundred feet, and sketches 
made. The furthest projecting land was an island bearing 
south-east, at a considerable distance from the point of the 
mainland. The outermost of the islands on which we were 
seemed about a mile long, and the land formed a great bay, 
in which we counted nine islands and some clusters of islets; 
together with two inlets, and some openings that seemed to 
constitute three good harbours. Here we also concluded that 
OUf best chance of proceeding appeared to be by the channe-1 
within these islands, and close to the mainland, as the ice was 
all broken up, though thick and heavy, and was likely to move 
with the first favourable wind. 

The islands on which we now wore, turned out 10 consist,'{)f 
gneiss, I presume, disposed in inclined beds with vertical 'fis
.. ures; and in two little valleys there was some vegetation, 
though the greater part of the surface was quite bare. The 
aspect of desolation was indeed extreme; nor did we see the 
trace of any living creature. The temperatme of the air was 
34°, and that of the water 310. 

Sept. 11 ; our iceberg floated last nill.'ht at half-past twelve; 
but we at last succeeded in mooring it, together with ourselves, 
to the rocks within a small bight on the side of the stream; 
while, as it drew more water than the ship, it kept us from 
groundil.Jg; allowing us to lie quiet alJ night within a few 
yards of the rocks, and in three fathoms water. After a foggy 
morning, there appeared, at one, some chance of moving, as 
there was a fresh breeze from the north-west. The attempt, 
however, was made in vain; and, after three honrs of hard 
labour, we could neither proceed, nor extricate the ship, so 
that we were obliged to submit ourselves to the ice, which 
was now closely packed in the whole channel which it occu
pied. It was in vain that we attempted to disengage our
selves, even when it got into motion, labouring hard for this 
purpose till ten o'clock; but a calm occurring at midnight, we 
became completely tranquil and easy. 

Sept. 12; nevertheless it was a critical position, beset in the 
rapid current of a rocky channel, at tl;le spring tides of· the 
autumnal equinox; and, as the tide rose, the heavy masses of 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 

ice which were set afloat increased our danger, its action 'for. 
cing them on us. We therefore thought ourselves lucky in 
getting hold of a grounded iceberg, though the points of rocks 
were appearing all around, and close by our ship. Unfortu
nately, however, a wind springing up from the westward, 
brought down an additional quantity of ice, before day-light, 
with a great increase of pressure; when the whole mass began 
to move to the eastward with frightful rapidity, carrying along 
'with it our helpless ship, and amidst a collision and noise, 
from the breaking of the ice against the rocks, which was 
truly awful. 

The day had scarcely dawned when we found ourselves near 
to a point separating two channels; and it was for some time 
doubtful into which we should be hurried, or whether we 
might not rather be driven on the rocks which surrounded ns 
on all sides, some below the water and some above it. But 
our good fortune prevailed, and the stream carried us into the 
northernmost and widest passage, though it was to the north
eastward, and therefore, otherwise, to our loss. And here, to 
complete our success, such as it was, the ice shortly opened, 
so as to allow us to extricate the ship, though by extraordinary 
exertions; on which, making her fast to a g'roundcd iceberg, 
we found ourselves near the point on the norCh side of this 
channel, and felt ourselves thus secure for a time. 

During the night, and especially when contcsting our way 
to this spot, the ship had been repeatedly raised, and some
times heeled over, by the pressure; while the Krusenstern was 
once thrown out of the water, on the ice. But neither received 
any injury. We had reason to be surprised; but every new 
adventure .of this kind had the good effect of increasing our 
confidence, in the case of future and similar emergencies; of 
which, it was but too certain, there were many yet before us. 

At nine, the change of tide, and that a rapid one, setting to 
the westward, drove us from our place of refuge; and we were 
carried within three yards of some rocks which were just under 
water, at the narrowest part of the point. Believing that we 
might succeed in rounding this place, and thus getting into 
what seemed to be still water, we laboured hard by warping; 
there being a small creek immediately Leyond it which held 
out a promise of security. This, most unluckily, proved to be 
a whirlpool; and having been turned round by it many times, 
for more than an hour, we were obliged to leave it, and trust 
ourselves once more to the confusion without. Thull situated, 
no resource was left but 'to attach ourselves to a mass of ice 
which was floating along in the middle of the stream; hoping 
thus to escape a repetition of what we h~d just been enduring • 

. We were thus at length extricated, but not without under
g.oing heavy pressure; our iceberg carrying us to the westward, 
even agajnst a strong wind. The tide, however, diminished 
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in force as we proceeded; and as the smaller piec~s of ice now 
sailing with us did not drift so fast as that to whIch we were 
attached the whole became at length so slack that we were 
able to ~ake sail before noon, and at last got into clear water. 

The danger, bowever, was not yet over; since we were sub
ject to be carried back by the next tide, unless we could get 
out of its influence before the change. But the wind was right 
against us, and we could expect to make little progress with 
our sails, and such a vessel, by plying to windward: while, to 
anchor in a tideway like this, was out of the question. Thus 
we soon found that we were losing gronnd; but at four o'cloek 
we began to gain considerably, when it fell suddenly calm. A 
llarbour now appearing not far off, in the nearest land, we con
trived to warp into it by means of the boats, and found good 
shrlter behind a reef of rocks, lined by icebergs, within a 
cable's length of the shore; making fast to two of these masses 
which were agrollnd in fOllr fathoms water. 

More than I among us bad witnessed similar scenes, and, 
in some manner or other, we had been extricated; but, with 
all this, we could not but feel astonisbment, as well as grati
tude, at our having escaped here without material damage. 
For readers, it is unfortunate that no description can convey 
an idea of a scene of this nature: and, as to the pencil, it can
not represent motion or noise. And to those who have not 
seen a northern ocean in winter-who have not seen it, I should 
say, in a winter's storm-the term ice, exciting but the recol
lection of what they only know at rest, in an inland lake or 
canal, conveys no ideas of what it is the fate of an arctic na
vigator to witness and to feel. But let them remember that 
ice is stone; a floating rock in the stream, a promontory or an 
island when aground, not less solid than if it were a land of 
granite. Then let them imagine, if they can, these mountains 
of crystal hurried throug'h a narrow strait by a rapid tide; 
meeting, as mountains in motion would meet, with the noise 
of thunder, breaking from each otller's precipices huge frag
ments, or rending each other asunder, till, losing their formel' 
equilihrium, they fall over headlong, lifting the sea around in 
breakers, and whirliug it in eddies; while the flatter fields of 
ice, forced against these masses, or against the rocks, by the' 
wind and the stream, rise out of the sea till they fall back on 
themselves, adding to the indescribable commotion and noise 
whicll attend these occurrences. 

It is not a little, too, to know and to feel our utter helpless
ness in these cases. There is not a moment in which it can 
be conjectured what will happen in the next; there is not one 
w~ich may not be the last, and yet that next moment may 
bnng rescue and safety. It is a strange, as it is an anxious 
position; and, if fearful, often giving no time for fear, so un
expected is every event, and so quick the transitions. If the 
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noise, and the motion, and the hurry in every thing around, 
are. distracting; if the attention is troubled to fix on any thing 
amId such confusion, still must it be alive, that it may seize on 
the single moment of help or escape which may occur. Yet 
with all this, and it is the hardest task of all, there is nothing 
to he acted, no effort to be made: and though the very sight 
of the movement around inclines the seaman to be himself 
busy, while we can scarcely repress the instinct that directs us 
to help ourselves in cases of danger, he must be patient, a~ if 
he were unconcemed or careless; waiting as he best can for 
the fate, be it what it may, which he cannot influence or avoid. 

But I must not here forget the debts we owed to our ship on 
this as on other occasions before and afterwards. Her light 
draught of water was of the greatest advantage; and still more 
the admirable manner in which she had Leen strengthened. It 
is plain that either of the ships employed on the former expe
ditions must have been here lost, from their mere draught of 
water, since they would have struck on the rocks over which 
we were hurried by the ice; while, however fortified, they 
would have been crushed like a nut-shell, in consequence of 
their shape. 

Our position, after this adventure, was on the mainland, 
seven miles from the cairn whieh we had erected on the tenth; 
being not far from two harbours, one on each side of us, which 
I·llamed. 

The night was clear, and it began to freeze at eleven. At 
midnight there was a visible eclipse of the moon, but the wea
ther did not permit of any ohservations. I named the place 
Eclipse harbour ; and we found high water, with a rise of seven 
feet, at a quarter before three, at full moon. 

September 13; early in the morning I ascended the high 
land near the shore, by which I found that it was possible to 
proceed a few miles along the coast: and, after building a cairn 
and taking some angles, I returned on board, and we got under 
way at nine with a westerly breeze. We steered to the south
ward through new ice which offered little resi~tance; and, as 
we proceeded, the heavy masses became more slack. Passing 
a mgged point, with icebergs aground. it received the name 
of Cape Allington, being the boundary here, of the spacious 
harbour just mentioned by the name of Eclipse Harbour. 

We very soon rounded a cluster of islets, which, as equally 
new, I named Grace'; and, passing them, we saw a round 
island, now alsa named,Louisa. Within these,[such channel 
as there seemed was full of ice; and,therefore. passing to the 
eastward, we approached, at three o'clock, a smooth rocky 
island about two miles in circumference. It being calm, we 
attempted to tow the ship between it and the preceding ones, 
when the tide changed, and we were glad to secure ?urselyes 
·for the night to an iceberg that was agrouna near It, WhICh 



100 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

formed a snug harbour with an islet with which it was in con-
tact. ' 

This island was three miles from Eclipse harbour, and seven 
from the extremity of the land to the southward. On inspec
tion, we found it a solid mass of granite intersected by v'eins ; 
and we also observed fragments of limestone and of 'yellow 
sandstone. Here we built a cairn, with a pole on which was 
fastened the ship's name, and the date, engraved on copper. 
The prospect was such as to show us that a' fair wind might 
carry us clear of the ice as far as that point which seemed seven 
miles off; but beyond this we could barcly discern that tbela,nd 
did not trend to the eastward. An island was seen, open with the 
cape; and, near this, a harbour, which was named Laxislalld, 
while, to a large inlet, full of ice, south ofthis, I gavetheilame 
of Mary Jones Bay. 

On the south side there were smaller inlets and creeks '; and, 
to the north, a remarkable mountain, shaped like a tomb, and 
covered on the south side with a reddish vegetation. ,It was 
named Christian's monument. Proceeding along tIle coast, 
we found an Esquimaux fox-trap, with some remains of sum
mer habitations, and counted thirty-three islands of difft'tent 
sizes. The vegetation on this island, which is in the middle of 
the bay, was very backward compared to that on the main
land. 

The new ice had totally dissolved this day; the temperature 
of the air being 38°, and that of the sea 32° .• There was now 
no snow on the high mountains of the interior to the' south
ward, and all the fresh-water lakes and' pools were, open'. 
In the evening the wind came from the SSE, and thus pre
vented us from moving; while the water fell so low as to com~ 
pel us 10 haul further out. 

Sept. 14; it was high water soon after one in the morning; 
and the tide rose to six feet eight inches, with the flood from 
the northward. The two icebergs to which we were moored 
just floated; but we kept them fast to the shore by ropes until 
the tide had lowered. A thick fog prevented lIS from moving 
till two; when, the wind being NNW, we made all sail and 
stood for the point through loose ice, which, however. soon 
closed, so as to oblige lIS to run for a small bay to the north of 
the cape. 

This proved a very good shelter: and having gone on shore, 
and ascended the hill on the point, we saw that the ice was 
still more open than it had been the day before, ,that the land 
trended more to the southward, and that the outermost,portiol1 
was but an island, six or seven miles from the mainland. 
Many fine harbours were also visible, and th'e shore was'inter
sected by inlets in every direction. Having taken the usual 
formal possession of this cape, since even that-which is nuga
.tory or absurd must be done wbere custom dictates,' a ca~rn 
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and a beacon were erected, with the ship's name, and the 
date, on a plate of copper, as before. This cape was named 
Verner, and the harbourJoanna. The geology was here nearly 
what it had all along been: but one of the masses of granite 
formed a pyramid alike striking from its form and its dimen
sions, while we also perceived some coarsr argillaceous schist. 

As the point on the north side of the harbour was the most 
eonvenient for observation, we erected a cairn here also, for 
determining angles and laying down positions; though it was 
not likely to prove of much use hereafter in verifying the ac
curacy of the discoverers. 'Just before dark, the channel be
tween the. shore and a small island was cleared of ice by the 
rapidity of the ebb: but too late to allow us to attempt our 
way through it. The temperature of the air was from 350 to 
36°, and that of the sea from 310 to 320 all this day; and the 
tide rose two feet less than it had done in the night precedin~ 
No animalll, nor any traces of Esquimaux were seen. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A HEAVY GALE: SUCCESSION OF TEMPESTUOUS WEATHER, WITH 
SNOW-PARTIAL CLEARING OF THE ICE, AND EXTRICATION FROM 
IT-DISCOVER THE ISLAND OF ANDREW ROSS, CAPE MARGARET, 
BEST HARBOUR, Al<:D MARTIN 16LANDS-A NEW BAY-END OF 
SEPTEMBER-GENERAL REMARKS ON THE PAST PROGRESS OF THE 
SlllP, AND THE MODE OF NAVIGATING AMONG ICE. 

SEPTEMBER 15; the sky had worn a very unsettled aspect on 
the preceding evening; and- the wind, rising, increased to a 
storm during the night. Having also veered round to the 
northward, it brought around us a g'reat quantity of heavy ice; 
so that, at daylight, we found ourselves completely locked in, 
to our no small vexation, which was much augmented by see
ing clear water within a quarter of a mile. Every exertion 
was made to warp out, or to extricate ourselves in some man
ner: but a whole forenoon of hard labour gained us scarcely 
more than four times the length of our ship. At length the ice 
accumulated to such a degree, that we were obliged to aban
don the attempt. 

In the mean time the storm increased, with squalls of snow, 
so as to render our situation both critical and uncomfortable; 
since we could not regain the harbour which we bad so prema
turely left. Thus exposed to the storm, the pressure of the ice 
was also to be fearcd, as the icebergs were accumulating on 
the shores of the cape, which they were too deep to pass. At 
length the one to which we we1-e moored went afloat, giving 
us much trouble; while the largest one near us split into six 
pieces, with a noise like thunder; falling over and throwing 
up the water all aro.und. One of these fragments gave OUf 

ship a violent shock; and another, rising up beneath the Kru
scnstem, lifted her out of the water on the ice, and then 
launcl1ed her off again. Fortnnately, no damage was sus
tained. 

The night tide was further diminished, and we continued, 
after this last adventure, to be 110t far from the point of the 
cape behind which was the clear water: while we were obliged 
to wait with patience for some favourable change of the wind. 
The thermometer was at 34°, and the snow was so heavy as to 
coyer the mountains. A party was sent to the cairn, to exa-
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wine into the state of the ice, and, having returned, they re
ported it to be quite closed to the southward, with exception 
of a narrow lane of water along the land, which now appeared 
to trend more to the southward. Shortly, the temperature fell 
to 280, with clearer weather and the barometer rising. The 
latitude of this cape was found to be 700 22', and the longitude 
1/2° 1;')'," which, with the correction, is probably 91°. 

September 16; the wind was somewhat more moderate this 
day, and the weather milder; but the ice was quite close every
where, excepting for a small space on the south side of the 
cape. We went on sllOre to survey the channel through which 
we had intended to pass; when we saw that there were two 
reefs of rocks in the middle of it. It was a lesson to our im
patience; as it was one among many incidents occurring in 
this voyage, calculated to teach us that apparent misfortunes 
are often benefits. Had we been but ten minutes sooner, we 
should have made the attempt; and, without a miracle, the 
consequences must have been fatal. Of this, we could enter
tain no doubt, when we saw that their depth would then have 
been six feet, enough to conceal them from us, while, on tak
ing the ground, we should have been overwhelmed by the de
scending masses of ice. Thus was our disappointment con
verted into a source of enjoyment, and of self gratulation: 
with th.e same knowledge on the day before, we sbonld have 
thonght our icy prison a paradise. 

A little before noon, the wind shifted suddenly to the SE, 
and blew a gale; while we had in the mean time moored to 
the largest floe in the passage, that, we might be ready in case 
of any favourable chance, In consequence of this reversal of 
the wind, the ice began to move in the opposite direction to 
what we had expected: so that we were glad to regain our 
position in the bay, though this was not effected without seve
ral hours of warping. 

Going on shore in the evening, we had tbe satisfaction of 
seeing that the ice was fast leaving the land, and that it wonld 
pro])ably allow us to try again in the morning, with the proba
l)i1ity of making ten or fifteen miles. 'We here found that the 
fine harbour to the south of the cape had an entrance from a 
bay to the southward, and also another from one to the north
ward, rendering the cape itself an island. The channel was 
narrow and crooked, and sing"ularly intersected by the projec
tions of hilly points on both sides, with inlets branching in 
every direction. The harbour was clear of ice1 and contained 
three inlets. We here saw three hares. 

The observations at noon confirmed yesterday's latitude. 
The thermometer in the twenty-four hours, varied from 300 to 
34°, the water being at 290 ; and tbere was new ice in the pools 
among the rocks on shore. Various bearings were taken; and 
we' thoug"ht that the land trended less to the east than we llad 
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formerly supposed; rendering it a matter of hope, rather than 
of aught else, that we had now arrived at the south-eastern ex
tremity of this land. 

At ten at night the wind suddenly changed to the NW, and 
blew with increased violence; when, once more, the ice which 
had not yet cleared the bay, closed in upon our protecting ice
bergs, forcing us to carry out additional ropes, both to them 
and the shore. The Krusenstern was transported to a place of 
safety in the innermost harhour ; and, during the night, it blew 
extremely hard, with squalls of snow; the thermometer falling 
to 210 in the air, and 23° in the water. We had therefore, 
once more, great reason to be thankful that we had not been 
able to get out of this haven, where the heavy masses of ice 
around us alrorded very tolerable security, since they were 
aground on all sides, and exerted no pressure against us. 

September ]7; the gale continued with undiminished fury 
from the northward quarter, accompanied by heavy squalls of 
snow; and the sea froze as it washed over our decks and the 
adjoining icebergs. The outer edge of the ice to windward 
was but a mile from us; and, on this as well as the islands, 
the sea broke in a tremendous manner, producing a consider
able swell, even where we lay, though sheltered by a point of 
land and this extensive tract of ice. The thermometer in the 
air fell to 21°, and the water to about 280

; and though the tide 
rose high, the icebergs did not float. In the evening the ice 
broke up so much as to bring the open water a quarter of a 
mile nearer to ns; and, in no long time, the wind became 
more moderate; while some masses of ice were seen floating 
through the channel of our intended passage, w hieh displayed 
a good deal of clear water. 

Sept. 18; the moderating of the wind on the preceding even
ing was but a delusive promise. In the night, the gale in
creased once more; and to a degree of violence exceeding all 
that we had yet felt, accompanied, as before, by snow. As 
some of the icebergs began to move, three large masses came 
across our bows, threatening to break the two cables wbich we 
had made fast to tbe rocks, and obliging us to carry out a third. 
The ice on the outside of us was soon broken up by the swell, 
and at daybreak the waves reached within a quarter of a mile 
of the ship, wbile the motion of HIe solid masses around pro
duced such an agitation in her as to compel us to carry out 
steadying ropes and fenders. 

In c?nsequence of the tide now rising to an unusual height, 
many ICebergs drove near to the shore; but as that fell, things 
became comparatively quiet, though the rapid destruction of 
the ice, under all the present violence, gave us great alarm 
lest we should lose the protcction which had hitherto sheltered 
us so well. At tcn in the morning, therefore, we went on 
f§hore, in hopes of obtaining a better view of the circumstances 
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in which we were now engaged; the wind having once more 
moderated. We thus discovered that tllere was nothing to ob
struct our passage as soon as we should be released from our 
present durance, and that although there was much ice in the 
harbour, it was not such as to prevent our entrance. 

We here confirmed our former observations for the latitude; 
and the barometer rose, as also did the thermometer, from 210 
to 280 • The moulding of the ice collected round the sides of 
the ship drifted off in consequence, during the course of the 
day, as did the icicles which had been formed on the icebergs. 
It still, however, blew hard; the sea continued to draw nearer 
us, and the agitation was scarcely less; so that the motion of 
the ship was extremely troublesome. Our situation thus he
came so hazardous that we were about to seek a new position, 
close to the rocks; when, suddenly, we saw a fleet of heavy 
ice islands hearing down on us, which, by five o'clock, took 
their stations at the outer edge of the now narrow field, and, 
in a very short time, all was quiet. 

Such is the ice, and such the compensation it offers for the 
too frequent assaults which it makes, and the obstmctions 
which it creates. It is far from being an unmixed evil; and, 
estimating all our adventures with and among it, I might 
not be wrong in saying', that it had much oftener been our 
friend than our enemy. We could not, indeed, command the 
icebergs to tow us along, to arrange themselves about us so as 
to give us smooth water in the midst of a raging sea, nor,wllen 
we were in want of a harbour, to come to our assistance and 
surround us with piers of crystal, executing, in a few minutes, 
works as effectual as the break-waters of Plymouth or Cher
bourg. But they were commanded by Him who commands all 
things, and they obeyed. 

Sept. 9; the gale continued, though with somewhat less 
violence; nor, even towards night, was there any announce
ment ofa change. We were safe within the large pack which 
had accumulated, and could now see additional masses of blue 
ice attached to its outer edge; the sea breaking high over 
them in a tremendous manner. I therefore went on shore, and, 
having a good place for such a record, caused the ship's name 
and the date to be painted on the pyramidal rock formerly de
scribed; ascertaining the latitude at 700 23', and the longtiude 
at9lo• No immediate hope ofa removal was held out by the state 
of the ice as we now saw it from the land; but there was very 
little snow on the ground, a~er all that appeared to~have fallen, 
and the temperature was from 25° to 27°. How much of the dis~ 
appearance of this snow, on this, as on many subsequent occa
sioIls,arose from the mere sweeping force of the wind, we could 
not determine; but we had often, in this region, abundant 
pn;lOf of thegreat evapora~ion which it und,ergoes, even a~ very 
lowtcmperatures; confirmmg a fact rcspe€tmg the productI9n of 

H 
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vapour, which has long been known to meteorology, In no 
other way indeed coulu we account for thc small thickness of 
snow which generally remained to be converted into water, by 
the common process of thawing, at the approach of spring; 
since its hard frozen surface very widely prevented the gales 
from dispersing it in the form of drift, while we were quite sure 
that a much largoer qnantity had accumulated duringo the win
ter than that which remained when the thaw commenced. 
On the utility of this arrangement in diminishing the great 
flow of water which would othcrWise take place at that period, 
I need make no remarks. 

Sept. 20; it was comparatively ruodl:'rate during thl:' night, 
°with the samc wind, but no snow. At dayJight a large pack 
of ice was seen approaching; the bay, when it divided; one 
portion pas5illg to the castward of us, while the rest closed in, 
so as, in a few hours, to block us up more completely than we 
llad ever yet ooen. After divine service, the crew were al
lowed such relaxation on shore as they ('ould contrive in such 
a place; and the view hence still showed some clear water to 
the southward, attainable if we could but obtain a westerly 
wind. The thermometer was at 27°, but there was nOQ Hew joe 
in the harbour, although the land pools were frozen over. In 
the evening the swen subsided every where, and at midnight 
it was calm and freezing hard; but the ice did not open, as 
we hoped it might do 011 the ebb. 

Sept. 21; this ice still appeared stationary, there being a 
light air from the north; and, on examination, we found that 
the huge masses around us were frozen together, giving us the 
prospect of being condemned to remain here for the rest of the 
winter; but the breeze becoming westerly at nine o'clock, all 
hands were set to work, and continued occupied the whole day 
in separating the masses which Mid been cl:'mented by the 
frost, since this afforded us the only chance of getting clear. 
This being done, we placed the ship's head in the best position 
for getting out; and, after this, she was soon surrounded by 
new ice, the thermometer being at 25°. 

Sept. 22.; a strong breeze arose during the night; and, at 
dayligoht, we found that, with the exception of two pieces, it 
had carried away all the ice that we had cut, while the water 
was clear outside. We again, therefore set all hands to work 
in breaking the ice that remained, soon detaching many large 
pieces, which the tide carried away. The work, however, be
came more heavy as we proceeded; so tllat the last cuts 
through a thick floe were not completed till the evenin" At 
this time a lal'ge mass to the eastward of us broke awaY' pro
mising to sail off and assist in clearing us, when unfortu
nately, it took the ground and remained fixed; and' still morc 
vexat~ously, just opposite to the channel which v/e were at
temptmg to clcar. 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 107 

Thus we were oblig'ed to make a new attempt at another 
point; -appealing again to that patience, and exerting once 
more that determination not to be foiled, which for ever wanted 
under every situation in life, are nevel; morc ;leeded than by 
him wl10 must work his way through the never-ending, ever 
renewed, obstructions of an icy sea. By the time it was dark, 
we had completely succeeded, and had once more the satisfac
tion of finding ourselves in clear water; when we hove out be
yond the icebergs, and made fast for the nig'ht to that floe 
which we had cut into the resemblance of a pier. Soon after 
this it began to blow hard from the southward, and the ice 
which had passed by was seen returning; producing, once 
more, a new enigma to be solved, as it threatened us again 
with a repetition of what we had been so long and so often 
undergoing. It became necessary, thercfore, to go on shore, 
that we might the better understand how matters were likely 
to be with us now, since our position in the ship was not sufIi
ciently commanding to allow of an adequate view. We thus 
found that the circumstances were even worse tban we had an
ticipated, since we could not even get round to the good har
bour which we had occupied before until the weather should 
moderate. There was also seen some new ice, the thermome
ter heing at 22°, and thence to 26°. By the time, however, 
that we had returned to the ship, the wind fortunately rose 
from the very quarter that we desired, being that which was 
best adapted for carrying away the ice, while, blowing with 
sufficient force to remove it, we were enabled to go to our re
pose under some hopes for the following day. 

Sept. 23; these hopes were quashed by the appearance of 
the morning. It had snowed hard since midnight, and every
thing-lands, rocks,ice, our decJc-was deeply covered, ""hile 
our intended passage outwards was blocked up by large pieces 
of floes and bergs, two more llaving detached themselves from 
the land to aid in the obstruction. Tbe wind, indeed, had it 
been more moderate, would have been sufficiently favourable; 
and thence were we induced to renew our labours, in spite of 
the storm and every other discouraging circulllstance. So suc
cessful also were tbey tbat the passage was cleared by eig'ht 
o'clock; at which time the gale began to abate, and the fall of 
snow to diminish, so as to hold out some better prospects than 
the early morning had promised. 

We therefore undertook another survey from the slJOre, when 
we found that the north entrance of the harbour was still 
blocked up, but that there was much clear water to tIle south
ward. This induced us to go off in the whale boat, that we 
might survey the very intricate channel before us, leaving ~t 
to those on board to warp the ship out and get her under saIl 
in the mean time. Thus we investigated the pilotage,; and, 
returning at ten o'clock, we succeeded in carrying our vessel 

I 
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through, without any accident, in spite of a rapid tide and the 
numerous sunken rocks in the passage. The whole of this 
expedition, successful, if of little extent, was terminated in an 
hour. 

It was our intention to have entered the harbour'; but, on 
standing towards its entrance, we thought it probable that we 
might reach a few miles further, the current being still in our 
favour, though the wind was against us. We continued, 
thel"efore, to work along shore, and having passed the harbour 
at noon, reached the furtlle~t point that we had seen from our 
Jast station. Hence, the land trended nearly due south, being 
more bold and rocky, and also more elevated than what we 
had hitherto seen: and here also we discovered an inlet some 
miles to the south, with high land on each side of it, which, 
on a nearer approach, proved to be full of ice. N ear it there 
was some low land, which was conjectured to be an island, 
and, more towards the south-east, a decided one, which was 
the most distant land we had yet seen. 

At four o'clock, being opposite the bay, we were obliged to 
force through two streams of ice, and, by seven, closed in with 
the island; when, having a favourable wind and current, we 
attempted to work up to the mainland. The coming on of 
night prevented this, and we were compelled to run round a 
point on the island, where we secured ourselves to some llCavy 
i~e, about fifty yards from the sbore, and in four fathoms wa
ter. It was far, indeea, from being a safe place, and, in an 
easterly wind, would have been a hazardous one; but, after 
much examination, we could find nothing better, and were ob
liged to be content. The snow continued the whole day, but 
was not such as to prevent us from seeing to distances of two 
or three miles; the temperature of tIle air rose from 260 to 320, 
but the barometer fell half an inch. By our reckoning we 
had made about fourteen miles,-an unexpected progress, 
which put us all into high spirits, and made us anxious for 
the return of another day. 

Sept. 24; though the weather had been moderate durin"" 
tIle night, the flood tide set in with great rapidity, and th~ 
iceberg to which, we were fast received so many severe blows 
from the floating masses, that we began to suspect it wonld it
self be carried off at high water. An alarm to this effect was 
indeed given; but, on examination, we found that it was the 
vessel which had sheered, on which she was moored to the 
rocks. The wind, which had been gradually changing durin" 
the nig"ht, became south-east at day-light; and we could the~ 
see ~rom the island that the ice was fast closing on us, so as 
to gIve ns a timely warning to quit a place where it was im
possible to remain long with safety. We therefore made sail 
and, passing to the eastward of the island, found a channel 
through which the tide was running with a moderate velocity. 
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\Ve thrn sent the boats to examine into this apparent har
bour, and to select a place where we could make fast; but it 
was soon discovered that there was only a reef of rocks, so 
that we were obliged to moor to a large iceberg, within a few 
yards of the shore, and not far from a shallow entrance open
ing to the south-east. 

As soon as the men had breakfasted, we prepared to remove 
again, when the boat should have found a better position. 
Suddenly, however, the ice turned round; and, before we 
could prevent it, the ship's bow was carried on the rocks with 
such violence, that it was raised eighteen inches. But as, at 
this time, the ice grounded again, no further assault was made 
on her; and by means of hawsers, she was soon got oIl', with
out having sustained any damage. The breeze then freshen
ing, the sails were set, enabling us to stand out with the in
tention of lying to while we waited the report of the boat. 

But our success was very small, since, aftrr running half a 
mile, with great difficulty, through rocks and icebergs, the si
tuation which we attained, and did not gain without much 
toil and hazard; was found to be little better than that which 
we had left. It had but ten feet water, and we saw that we 
should not be able to haul out of the stream before the ship 
had arrived within her own breadth of some rocks that rose 
above the water, while her stern lay close to others that were 
not six feet beneath the surface. We therefore proceeded in 
the whale boat to seek for a better place, for which the now 
increasing wind made us more anxious; and thus succeeded 
in finding an excellent deep-water channel between the main
land and the first range of islands. The entrance, however, 
seemed extremely hazardous, being scarcely wider than the 
ship herself, with a tongue of ice, having only seven feet water 
on it, extending across, from side to side. 

There was, however, neither a choice to make nor time to 
be spared in resolving. We therefore dropped the ship down 
by hawsers, grazing the rocks with our keel. How to carry 
her over the tongue was another problem, seeing that her 
draught exceeded its depth; but, while considering this, the 
tide swept her on it, and she stuck fast,-it having proved, 
contrary to our reckoning, that it was now ebb. The hawsers 
were then carried out again, and we contrived to ht'ave 
through, yet not without sawing off some projecting points on 
the two opposite icebergs, so narrow was the passage. 

We did not, however, extricate ourselves from this perilous 
situation without passing two other icebergs, one higber than 
our mast-head, and so close that the vessel had only half her 
breadth to spare. But, this achievement over, we had no fur
ther difficulty in sailing two miles through the channel, when 
we reached a place of security, and made fast to two large ice
bergs, out of the stream, and near the entrance of a good har-
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bour. In this position there Was a hll'ge island on each side, 
and, before us, the mainland. . . 

This mainland was what we had seen the day before, and 
displayed a higb nwge of mountains close to the coast, exten?
ing in a north and south direction, 'Ie tile it seemed to trend III 
a more favourable manner than formerly, and no land was 
visible beyond the cape. TWe proceeded to examine and sound 
the harbour near us, together Witll the several entrances to 
it; but these latter wefe all blocked up, with the exception of 
the one to which we were opposite. Thus, after all, the place 
which we had first chosen proved the most convenient; and 
we therefore remah1ed satisfied with the result of our dllY'S 
work, and not thankless for our escapes through so .hazardous 
a navigation. There was a little SIlOW, and no bay:ice, was 
seen; the air and water both at 290, and the wind, in "the eye.n~ 
ing, coming- from the north-east. We were here ~blige.d· to 
fill our casks with ice, as there was no fresh water to b.e. pro
cured. The land near us consisted, as usnal, of granite; . ' . 

Sept. 25; the wind came to thenorthwal'd dnringtbenigM, 
eausing such a rise of the tide that all the icebergs, wer.e set 
in motion. In consequence, they were shortly all.carried, off, 
except one which was kept in its place by our ropes. In the 
morning it was clear, and we saw, from the mast-head", a.good 
deal of open water to the southward, forming the receptacle of 
the ice which was sailing out of this narrow channel. Thus 
we at first thOllglJt that it would clear itself, so that'we might 
perhaps proceed by noon: but the unlucky arrival of:a. large 
pack of ice at tbe northern entrance, not only filled it tip.·once 
more, but produced a general stoppage, which compelled us 
to remove the ship further within the harbour., 

In the afternoon we landed and took formal possession of 
the island to which we were now moored, giving it the l1amc 
of Andrew Ross, being that of my son. From the cairn which 
we built, we obtained a very extensive view, and saw laud 
bearing south of us at a distance of eighteen Ol" twenty miles, 
yet not so as to ascertain whether it consisted of islands or was 
a continuation of the land near us, and the American eoliti.
nent. Much clear water was also seen in tIle. same,directioll ; 
giving some prospect of a further progress, in case the wind 
sllOuld come to the northward, and enable us to clear.Jh'e 
channel by which we were impTisoned. A sketch being tllkell, 
the islands were named. . . :rhe last night's gale had so. 1))0';';11 mvay the snow, lodgfng 
l~ In the ravines and hollows, that the land seemed COlllpltra-
tIVely clear, and the island on which we stood was so baie·fls 
to. show its. clean granite, witllOut a mark of veg-etatibn:, A 
s~lg'ht fogg-mess in the direction of the newly-seen islallds COI1-

!lllued to render the view of ihem indistinct; and, in the even
Ing', the weather '.\ as quite moderate, with a temperature of 
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24°, though without the formation of any llew ice. The 11ar
bour having been at length qUIte surveyed, was found to have 
fifteen feet at low water, with an even muddy bottom, to be 
free of currents, except in the main channel, and secure from 
every wind. Where the current did run, it was, indeed, very 
powerful, carrying the ice throug'h it with fearful velocity and 
tremendous collision, Except a glaucons g'ull, we here saw 
DO animal. 
, Srpt, 26; though calm aDd clear after midnight, and the 
thermometer not more than 27°, no new ice was formed in the 
still water, and the tide carried away the greater part of tllat 
whicl1 bad occupied the cbannel. But, at nine, it began to 
come in at the northel'ly opening, which, with a north~easterly 
breeze and a heavy fall of snow, put an end to all prospect of 
advancing for this day. Soon after dark, the temperature feU 
to 25°, and the snow continued to fall; but, under the influence 
of the tides, the ice began to clear away in both directions. 
An increase of wind forced us to carry out additional ropes, 
and the Krusenstern was also moored in a place of security. 

Sept. 27; during the night it blew a very hard galc from 
the northward, and the tide rising high in consequence, all 
the icebergs'were set in motion. Our strongest bawser slipped 
off the rock to which it was fastened, and obliged us to let go 
an anchor, as it was dark; but when day-light came, we trans
ferred the former to another rock, and got the :;tnchor up again. 
It was then seen that the channel was closed with ice at both 
ends; and thus it continued the whole day, though having 
some clear water in the middle, at its widest part. A good 
deal of heavy ice came to the entrance of this little harbour, 
hut did not reach our own clear water, on which no new ice 
was formed, in consequence, probably, of the gale. 

After muster alld prayers, part of the crew was sent on 
shore for 'exercise, and the remainder in the evening. Being 
with this last party, we saw that in spite of s011le open sea, 
there was no chance of our being released from our present 
situation without a change of wind. We had time to walk 
over this island, which is the largest of the group, but found 
no v.egetation, nor any animal; though, on the following morn
ing, we killed a seal and a glaucous gu~1. The temperature of 
the air and water equally was 29°, and It came on to blow hard 
from the north-west soon after we got on board, 
, Sept. 28; though the wind veered 'to the west dur~ng ~he 
night, it did not release us, as we had hoped. The Ice, 1l1-

dee d had drifted a CO'llsiderable way off the coast, but our 
chan~el was still locked up. Besides this, there was much 
heavy ice driving up and down, with great ".elocity, before the 
tide, which, even could we have got out, It would not have 
been prudent to encounter. Some of these ,masses,. indeed, 
entered the channel, sweeping it clear from SIde to SIde for a 
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time, as some of them blocked up the entrance of our harbour .. 
A survey by the boat, however, showed at last that we might 
get out at the southern entrance, if we could release ourselves 
from the prison that now enclosed us. 

Though it was moderate all day, the barometer fell an inch, 
prognosticating what soon occurred. Accordingly, we were 
visited by a very heavy gale, in the evening, from the NNW, 
with a snow storm, which obliged us to carry a cable to the 
rocks, and another to the next iceherg, for the sake of keep
ing it between us and the shore, in case any shift of wind 
should drive us on the rocks, from which we were not many 
yards off. The thermometer was at one time 22°, and rose to 
28°. We examined the island to the south of us to-day, and 
found nothing on it to attract our attention. 

Sept. 29; the snow storm continued without intermission 
all night; but, in the morning, it had so far cleared away the 
ice as to rendcr the passage navigable. The state of the wea
ther would not, however, permit us to get under way, since no 
canvas could have stood against the gale. Towards noon, and 
in the evening, the wind was in squalls, and the snow ceased 
to fall; when such was the effect on the land, as to blow away 
the snow by which it had been previously covered, The ther
mometer was at 230 in the middle of the storm, and did not 
sink below 21°; while, in the evening, the barometer began to 
rise. By this time the entrance of the lJarbour was cleared, 
and all the new ice and frozen snow were dispersed. After 
the tide had risen, it continued the whole day at nearly the 
same elevation, markinr that effect of the winds which we had 
more than once before noticed. The latitude was observed at 
70° 12', and the longitude, uncorrected, at 92° 21'. No one 
could leave the ship during the whole of this day. 

Sept. 30; the storm abated gradually during the night, and 
at five, being daylight, it seemed sufficiently moderate to war
Tant an attempt to get out, the channel, to the southward, be
ing nearly clear of ice. Accordingly, the cables and hawsers 
were cast off, and at six we got under weigh, with the Krusen
stern in tow. Though the tide in the channel was set.ting 
north, or against us, the northerly breeze with us was suffi
cient to make us run through it at the rate of five miles an 
hour, estimating the current, at the same time, at half that 
quantity. At seven we passed the southern entrance of the 
harbour and the south-east opening of the channel; finding 
the tide strong'er as we advanced, and most rapid in the nar
rowest part, as might have been expected. 

It was now necessary to know more of what WllS likely to 
follow, since we had arrived at the boundary of our present 
knowledge; and we were, therefore, in great anxiety to disco
Vel" the trending of the land; watching the westernmost cape 
and every successive point that opened as we advanced. W ~ 
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found that thr distant land which we had seen between the 
round island and the main was a cluster of large islands, and 
that the coast was trending to the-westward. At eight we had 
rounded the cape, successively opening out seven points, of 
which the fifth marked the place of a large inlet or bay, which, 
on our approach, we found to be full of ice. A bay beyond 
the second point seemed also to olrer a good harbour, while 
we further noticed a remarkable inlet, with what appeared to 
be two islands at its entrance. 

Our distance gradually increased, in rnnning down the 
coast, from a hundred yards to two miles; and, at noon, the 
great body of ice was seen extending from the shore about 
two miles north of the extreme point of the mainland, to the 
islands southward; thus completely obstructing all further 
passage, since it consisted of very heavy masses most closely 
packed. We had run seventeen miles, five to the south and 
twelve to the south-west; and we now, therefore, tacked and 
beat up to the land in search ofa harbour, detaching a boat as 
we approached to sound and seek for a safe position, while, in 
the mean time, we made fast to a neighbouring icebeTg, but in 
a situation that could not be trusted, from the small depth of 
water. 

The boat discovered, to the north-eastward of our place, a 
spacious bay, but open on three points of the compass; and, 
to the south-west, an island which offered a place of security, 
having a rock above water to the south, with a shallow ridge 
near the northern entrance. This position we therefore took, 
making fast to two icebergs, and under protection of the islet, 
so as to be not more than a quarter of a mile distant from the 
barrier of heavy ice, which we could now better see to consist 
of hundreds of icebergs wedged together into a solid mass. 
We had passed, in our course hither, some large pieces which 
were'sailing to join this threatening barrier, and had also been 
obliged to force our way through some pancake ice, as it is 
termed,- so dense as to give us considerable trouble. 

The thermometer was from 23° to 25° in the day, but in the 
evening it became calm, when the temperature suddenly fell to 
180. At sunset the weatber was very clear, and high land was 
seen beyond the point, at the distance often or eleven leagues, 
bearing SW, and extending to the eastward of south; but, 
whether connected with the land near us or not, we could not 
discover. The large islands bore from E by S to SSE, at about 
nine miles distance, and we Ie surrounded by heavy ice, sepa
rated from them, in one place, by a smal} line of water. 

The aspect of the land had now consIderably changed. It 
was far lower than those parts of the coast which we had al
ready examined, arid the general surface was much more even. 
There was some vegetation on the little island, and we obser
ved recent tracks of the hare and the t'rmine. Here also were 
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two circles of stones, lJeing the remains of tbe summer babita
tions of the Esquimaux, but of a much more recent date than 
those we had seen before. Tbough there was snow, tbe greater 
part bad been blown into the ravines and lee places, which 
allowed us to see that the rocks consisted of red granite. One 
track of a bear was afterwards found near the place where we 
"vcre moored, and many seals also made their Clppearallce. As 
no observations were taken, we were obliged to estimate the 
latitude, by our reckoning, at 700, and the longitude (uncor
l'ected) at 92° 40', 

With the termination of September, of which we had now 
reached the last day, I considered that all hope of making any 
further progress this season was at an end. And thus I entered 
that opinion in my journal; adding to it those remarks which 
I now transcribe withont alteration, IJecause they better show 
the impressions and opinions consequent on our proceedings 
and situation, than aught that I might have written at a later 
period, or should write now. 

"My full cOllviction is, that in every voyage of this nature, 
the safety of the ship oug'ht to be that prime consideration to 
which every thing else should yield; since, upon its preserva
tion, the chance of success depends in a greater deg;ree than 
in any other navig-ation ; though, in every case, the same pro
position is to a certain extent true. And on a calm review of 
what is just past, I have reason 1.0 blame myself for not having 
acted up to this principle with sufficient steadiness. A not 
unnatural anxiety to proceed bas often induced me to push 
forwal'd as soon as there appeared any probability of creeping 
along shore: yet I have been comparatively justified in doing, 
in a small ship, what would have been infinitely more impru
dent in a large one; as it is partly for the sake of those who 
may hereafter renew these attempts in larger vessels that I 
make this remark. 

" But, justified or not, every thing which has occurred !tas 
proved that notbing was gained by this ambition and impa
tience: it was fighting against the insurmountable obstructions 
of climate; against winds and currents, and ice and rocks; 
against nature herself, daily threatening to draw the houndary 
which we were not to pass. It is now plain, (and let future 
navigators in these seas profit by the remark,) that had I pa
tiently waited, in numerous instances, until sure of reaching- a 
place of refnge, we should have attained our present position 
far sooner than we have done, and with far less of toil and 
anxiety and hazard. But it is Eevertheless plain, from the 
state of the ice, that althongh we had reached this point much 
earlier in the season, we could scarcely have succeeded in 
making auy important progress further before the winter. As 
far as our operations for the following season are concerned, 
we art' probahl y in as good a position for deciding here, as we 
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could' have been, though more advanced: being also, while 
three hundred miles further than any preceding expedition, not 
more than two llUndred and eighty miles from tIle coast laid 
down by Captain Franklin. 

" On the mode of navigating in these seas, I may here also 
declare my now acquired conviction, that where there is no 
harbour, and the ice is setting along the shore, there ought to 
be no :hesitation in taking a position in the pack, especially 
when a ship is near the land. It is, in reality, the most secure 
proceeding: and although tlle consequence may often be a re
trograde movement, that is not to be put into competition with 
the safety of the ship; while we never experienced any diffi
culty in extricating ourselves sooner or later. I am earnest in 
enforcing this doctrine on navigators, because t11e reverse opi
nion is rooted; as the consequence of the opposite practice is, 
to keep a vessel in a constant state of actual, as well as appre
hended danger, or anxiety. And this is, in fact, t11e source of 
all the dangers and narrow escapes of which we rear!: while 
a little care and patience would generally avoid that frequent 
casualty, the being beset in the ice. A little reflection should 
indeed show, that it is not within the power of a ship to force 
]]erself through such obstructions: and thence do I recur to 
the conclusion, that it is imprudent, as well as idle, to be per
petually pushing on to reach every tract of open water, unless 
it can be done without risk, and unless also there be a prospect 
of retaining the ground that has been gained, or of making a 
determinate progress. 

" It is indeed true, as it may be answered to these remarks, 
that it is ihe business of a ship to seek for a harbour, especi
ally after a long run, and on an unknown coast. But it is ge
nerally easy to send boats on this duty, with little or no com
parative hazard, when there are prospects of refuge on shore: 
while, instead of thus endangering the ship, it is, as I 11ave 
already recommended, ihe safest, and indeed the only prudent 
practice, to take to the ice. This is, if I mistake not, the re
fuge furnished by Providence; and he who neglects it, still 
trusting to Providence to escape the dangers which he unne
cessarily incurs, must not complain in case of failure; since he 
,has not exerted his utmost care and prudence to render him
self entitled to that protection. Let that be kept in mind by 
him at least who may hereafter attempt a 'north-west passage;' 
and let him nevcr lose sight of the two \Vol'ds, caution, and 
patience." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

REMARKS ON THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SHIP, AND PREPA
RATIONS TO REDUCE THE ENCUMBERANCE OF THE EriGIN.E-UN
RIGGING OF THE SHIP-A SUCCESSFUL BEAR HUNT-ASCERTAIN 
THAT WE ARE TRULY FROZEN IN FOR THE WINTER-A POWDER 
MAGAZINE ERECTED ON SHORE- PROVISIONS EXAMINED-THE 
GUNS AND PARTS OF THE ENGINE HOISTED OUT. 

BEFORE proceeding with the journal of the following month, I 
must offer some remarks on the actual condition of our ship, 
especially as regards the eng·ine. The record of the last weeks 
has already shown that we had ceased to consider her as aught 
more than a sailing vessel: and it is also true, that whatever 
advantage we had latterly derived from our machint'ry, it was 
not greater than we might have obtained from our two boats, 
by towing. But, thus rendering us no service, the engine was 
not merely useless: it was a serious encumberance; since it 
occupied, with its fuel, two-thirds of onr tonnage, in weight 
and meaSluement. It had been, from the beginning, a very 
heavy grievance in another way, and in addition to the end
less troubles and vexations which I have already recorded: 
since it demanded and employed the services of four persons, 
who were necessarily landsmen, not sailors: thus cramping, 
very seriously, the number of our real, or nautical crew. As 
the engine, moreover, had been considered the essential mov
ing power in the original anangement of the vessel, the mast
ing and sailing had been reduced accordingly, since it was pre
sumed that the sails would only be required in stormy weather; 
so that, in fact, she was almost a jury rigged ship. To add to 
all these disadvantages, she had, under this imperfect power, 
the heavy duty of towing a boat of eighteen tons, a dimension 
equalling one-fourth of her own: the whole comprising a mass 
of obstruction and encumbrance which we certainly as little 
expected as we had foreseen when we quitted England. 

If with all this, we had not less reason to be thankful for 
the progress we had made, than really to wonder at our suc
cess thus far, these were not things to make us shut our ey€s 
to what it seemed now most needful to do. In future, our ship 
was to be a sailing vessel, and nothing more. I therefore de
termined to lighten her of the most ponderous and least expen
siveparl of this machinery, and to apply,)owards strengthen-
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ing the ship, whatever might seem available for that purpose. 
With this view, arrangements were made on the last day of 
September, for taking to pieces the boilers, that we might land 
them as soon as the ship should be frozen in; an event that 
could not be distant; while, to this, I had more than the con
currence of every office)', and, probably, that of every man. It 
is tme that we thus consented to reduce ourselves to a degree 
of power far inferior to that of any preceding vessel eng'aged 
in these services; but, in reality, that evil had already occur
red against our will, and our voluntary act of self-condemna
tion was, after all, little more than a form. 

Oct. 1 ; During the last night, the thermometer fell to 17°, 
threatening us with having reached our last position for this 
season; but, towards daylight, the weather became cloudy, 
and the temperature rose to 210, with a fall of snow, which 
continued the whole day. We were thus, however, prevented 
from ascending the high land near us, and, tllence, from mak
ing those observations on the state of the coast and ice, which 
were indispensable towards any further attempt at proceeding. 
We could do nothing more therefore than sound and survey 
our little harbour; and were pleased to find that if we should 
really be frozen up in this spot, we should find it a safe place, 
after making some alterations in it, by clearing away the 
heavy masses, and sawing into the bay ice, which was now six 
inches thick. The snow ceased at night. A very recent fox
trap was found on the shore; and as the seals were very shy, 
while numerous, it was a natural conclusion that the Esqui
maux'had not long quitted this place. 

Oct. 2; though the morning was cloudy, it was not an unfa
vourable day for an inland excursion. We landed on the 
north side of the harbour, as the ice was not such as to enable 
us to cross it to the southern one, which was, to us, the impor
tant point. After passing' a valley containing a frozen lake, I 
ascended a high hill, and thence discovered thata creek which 
had caused us to make a circuit, was an inlet nmning about 
six miles within the land, in a north-west direction. Here I 
also saw the head of the great inlet which we had observed on 
the thirteenth, surrounded by land appeadng considerably 
higher than that to the south-west, which consisted of a suc
cession of uniform low hills. Beyond this land I could see no 
water. To the south-east, there was a perfect view of the 
islands that we had passed on the thirtieth of September, to
gether with some land to the eastward and southward, which 
was probably the American continent; though this point could 
not then be determined, any more than I could ascertain whe
ther it was a conti,nuation of that on which I was now stand
ing. 

At present it was more important to know what the state of 
the ice was, and what it was likely to be; but what we saw 
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gave llS no hopes of any further progrcss. VlT c we~'e at a stand ~ 
We had indeed long' suspected that the evnet wh,ICh could no L 

be very distant, was impending, nor could we, m reason, be 
surprised that it had arrived. Yet we had been busy and 
active up to the present point, and our perpetual efforts had, 
as is usual in life, prevented us from. tbinking of the future, 
from seeing that the evil which could not for ever be protracted, 
~,vas drawing nearer ever}~ hour, that it was coming every mi
nute, that it was come; thus nourishing that blind hope, which 
"ven in the face of inevitable danger, or of certain ruin, even 
on the bed of death itself, is the result of effort and resistance; 
that hope which ceases only with the exertions by which it was 
supported, when the helpless ship falls asunder on the rock, 
and the sun fades before the eyes of the dying man. 

It was now that we were compelled to think, for it was now 
tllat there was nothing more to be performed; as it was now 
also that the long and dreary months, the long-coming year I 
mig'ht almost say, of Ollr inevitable detention among this im
moveable ice rose full in our view. The prison door was shut 
upon us for the first time; while feeling that if we were help
less as hopeless captives, that not even Na.ture could now re
lieve or aid us, for many a long and weary month to come, it 
was impossible to repel the intrusion of those thoughts which, 
if they follow disappointment, press on us even more lleavily, 
under that subsidence of feeling which follows on the first 
check to that exertion by which hope was supported. Should 
we have done better, been further advanced, hav", passed 
through these difficulties, and more, should we have passed all, 
and found ourselves where we wished, forming a junction with 
the discoveries to the westward; had the engine not disap
pointed us, had we been here, as we ought to have been, a 
month or six weeks sooner? Was it the badness of our vessel, 
a complication of defects not to have been foreseen, which had 
preveuted us from completing the outline of America, from as
certaining the" north-west passage" in a single season? This 
was the thought that tormented us; and not unnaturally, when 
we recollected all thatwe had fmdtued, all our delays and disap
pointments. But, like that self-tormenting under which man
kind make themselves so often fruitlessly miserable, these 
thoughts were purposeless, and worse; so that we ha~tened to 
discard them as they arose: aware, on reflection, that we could 
not see into the distant and the future, that we could not spe
culate on the nature of the land before us, could not be Sure 
what the ice had been before our arrival, and could, therefore 
as little know, whether there was a passage westward to b~ 
found in this direction, as whether we should have been one 
foot further advanced, had every thing we desired conformed 
to our wishes. 

We saw hen. many tracks of hares, and shot some which 
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were, even at this early period, quite white: this needful 
change taking place, as should now be well known to natu
ralists, long' before the ground has become permanently co
vered with snow, and long before the weather has become truly 
cold; proving, that it is, at least, not the errect of temperature, 
as it is assuredly a prospective arrangement for meeting; the 
colli of winter. The track of a hear was also found; and, in 
the interior, we could see, even through the snow, that the 
plaills were covered with vegetation; while the protruding 
rocks consisted of red gTanite, accolllpanied by frag'meuts of 
limestone near the shore; indicating a continuity of the same 
geological structure that we had traced ever since entering 
this strait. There were many Esquimaux traps, with a great 
number of those cairns., or stones, resembling men when at a 
distance, which theSe people erect for the purpose of frighten
ing the deer within their reach. In this space, amounting' to 
five miles, which we had traversed, there were two large lakes. 

Oct. 3d; during our yesterday'S excursion the men nearly 
demolished the iceberg which chiefly obstructed our possible 
exit, so that it was hove out into the tideway before five o'clock; 
but as it continued calm, with a temperature of 20°, there was 
little chance of proceeding, even after this impediment was 
surmounted; since, in this state of things, the new ice could 
not fail to set us fast. This morning the temperature promised 
even worse, being only 13°; but, during the day, it rose to 21°, 
the weather being clear and moderate. LandiJlg ag'ain, we 
I'eached the summit of the highest accessible hill at noon: but 
the sight of the horizon from it was imperfect, and we could 
decide on nothing, though what we did see was by no means 
of a promising nature. The ascent of a second hill disclosed 
nothing but a vast extent of land from the NE to the SW, with 
no space of water but that where we lay, and which resembled 
the bottom of a great bay. We again saw the tracks of hares 
and that of a white bear, together with those of ermines and 
foxes; picking up, moreover, the horns of a reindeer. 

The state of the ice was however the important considera
tion; while knowing too well how difficult it is here to judge 
of the nature and eonnexions of the land, I was fully aware 
that we could not form any decisive conclusions from what we 
had yet seen. The former appeared nearly in the same state; 
and we had not even more reason to believe that the great pack 
was so firmly cemented for the winter, that it would separate 
no more. Of the land I was determined to acquirc more know
ledge, if that should be possible, by travelling as far as it should 
prove accessible. Our ship was not absolutely frozen in; but 
she was placed in the most desirable position that could be 
foulld, in case of that event occurring; as we had now so much 
reason to expect. .. . 

As to tIle nature of the land thus traversed, It dIffered httIe 
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from what we had already examined; though more uneven and 
rugged. The valleys, as bcfore, included lakes; but .those 
which we saw were but a few feet deep, and seemed to contain 
no fish. Angles were taken from a cairn erected on the highest 
bill, together with the usual observations. In the mean time, 
the men on board were employed in taking the engine to pieces, 
for the purpose of landing it, the dogs were exercised in the 
sledges, and other preparations for wintering were made. The 
thermometer, in the night, sank to 160 with a fall of snow, 
while the air had a peculiarly raw and cold feel. 

Oct. 4th; the morning temperature was 130 , but it rose tQ 
170 at noon, and the snow ceased. Being Sunday, divine ser
vice was performed, and the men were sent on shore for exer
cise, when some ptarmigans were seen. The ice had but little 
increased, and there was still much open water to the NE, 
with some to the southward, though the heavy pack which lay 
in our way remained in the same state. There was more snow 
on the bills, yet the approach of wintcr was much more gra
dual than it had usually been found in these climates:-

Oct. 5; the men were employed in unbending some. of the 
small sails and in unreefing the running rigging, wbile the 
engineers werc busied in continuing the work which the)' had 
commenced on Saturday. The temperature rose from 140 to 
170, but fell again to 140 in the evening; and there was open 
water not very far from tIle ship. The dogs were again exer
cised, and a fox was seen on the ice, being the first that we 
had met with. An aurora borealis was observed at one o'clock, 
and the barometer rose to 300 73'. The weather, at the same 
time, became so thick as to render it hopeless at present to 
get any further sight of the land; and as we were at length 
quite frozen round, the prospect of advancing became less and 
less every hour. 

Oct. 6; a fresh breeze of wind made the last night colder 
than any which had preceded; and, in the morning, the tem
perature was at 120

; rising in the course of the day to 14°. 
We now therefore proceeded to cut the ice, so as to gt't the 
ship into what we considered the position of greatest safety for 
the winter; a work which occupied the whole day. There 
was still a little open water to the northward: not much snow 
fell, and in the evening, the wind shifted to the south, blowing 
fresh. 

The tcdium of this day, the forerunner of many far worse 
was enlivened by a successful bear hunt, being the first chanc~ 
which had ever occurred to us. The animal, having ap
proached the ship, was turned towards the island; and in this 
~ay ?ur party was enabled to cut it off from the land. Thus 
lIl~pnsoned, we turned our .Greenla:nd dogs o~ it; but they 
p~oved to be of no use, showmg nothmg of the mstinctive de
sue to attack this animal, which is so general in their race. 
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It was tben cbased to tIle water; where, plunging into the 
new-formed ice, it could make little progress, and was, conse
quently, overtaken by tbe skiff and killcd. Being brought on 
board, it proved to be a female of a medium size; measuring 
six feet eig"ht inches between the nose and the tail, and weigh
ing five hundred pounds. 

Oct. 7; after a fine morning, the snow came on at eight; 
but the weather was so much milder, that the thermometer 
rose from 12° to 21°. The sawing of the ice was finished at 
noon; and the ship, being hauled in, was placed with her head 
to the northward, between the island and the main, so as to 
be quite defended, .both from the eastern and western blasts. 
With land also toward the north, and the rock to the SE, she 
was open to only three points of the compass, so that we had. 
reason to be pleased with our success, where no great, choice 
could have been commanded at any time. The depth of water 
was thirty-three feet: and as there had been a current as. long 
as thete could have been onc, we had a right to conclude that 
it would return with the summer, and expedite the disruption 
of the ice, so as to assist us in getting out, whenever that sc,a
son should arrive. The boats were now, therefore, landed, 
the decks cleared of ropes and spars, and the other needful 
arrangements made for housing the ship during the winter. 

Oct. 8; there could, in fact, no longer be the least douht that 
we were at' our winter.'s home; if we could indeed have rea
sonably doubted this some days before. But, as I have already 
said, it was a time to come, sooner {)r later; and if we had, 
within this last week, found reasons enough to feel neither 
surprise nor disappointment, so, as I had concluded at our 
first entanglement in this place, were we far from being sure 
thatwe had any thing to regret. We cauld not, indeed, expect 
to lead an active life now: we did not even know that we 
should find anything useful to do: but it was our business to 
cantrive employment, and to make ourselves as easy and as 
happy as we could, under circumstances which we had ample 
reason to expect. We were, I believe, all pretty well provided 
with patience, and. there was no reason to want hope; it was 
for after years to draw somewhat deeply on the former, and to 
prove, of the latter, that.more, perhaps, depends on aJortunate 
constitution than on aught else. 

Our eonviction was indeed absolute; for there was now not 
an atom of clear water to be seen any where; and, excepting 
the occasional dark point of a protruding rock, nothing but one 

. dazzling and monotonous, dull and wearisome extent of snow 
was visible, all round the horizon in the direction of the land. 
It was indeed a dull prospect. Amid all itsbrillianey, this 
land-the land of ice and snow-has ever been, and ever will 
be, a'dull, dreary, heart-sinking, monotonaus WaSIl', under the 
influence of which the very mil1Q is paralJ Zl':d, ceasing to paFe 

I 
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or think as it ceases to feel what might, did it occur l)ut once, 
or last but one day, stimulate us by its novelty; fOl" it is b~t 
the view of uniformity, and silence, and death. Even a poe.tI
cal- imagination w?uld be troubled ~o extract matter ?f descnp
tion from that whlCh offers no varIety; where nothmg moves 
and nothing changes, but all is for ever the same, cheerless, 
cold, and still. 

Amid all tllis, it was a satisfaction to find that every one 
seemed pleased with the progress which had been made. It 
was indeed far short of what had at first been expected; but 
on examining what had been done, much more quietly and far 
more in detail than we had been enabled to do in our first re
flections under' this obstruction, and on comparing that with 
our numerous impediments and misadventures, the view now 
taken was not less reasonable than gratifying. We could not 
forget the days when we should have thought ourselves fortu
nate though we had only reached Port Bowen in this season, 
and though we had failed in attaining to the wreck and the 
stores of the Fury. But when the chart was at length dis
played before us, we saw that we had not merely reached this 
great point in oilr voyage, but had passed it by a hundred and 
sixty-six g'eographical miles, and were two hundred further 
than that harbour where we had expected to be Jaid up, if we 
had even attained that spot. Nor was it less satisfactory to 
reflect on the numerous dangers which we lJad escaped, in na
vigating passages so truly intricate and perilous, under the 
gales that we had evaded, and through the ice, wllich had been
rendered our slave rather than our master. Thus comparing 
and considering, as we had at length ample time and much 
reason to do, we came to the tranquillizing conclnsion that we 
were now become a little united and settled family; all equally 
zealous and equally patient; all ready for new diffi<1ulties 
whenever they should occur; and, while all thankful for our 
success, all, whose duty it was to obey, giving obedience with 
a good will, or an alacrity, which might not havc been equally 
conspicuous under positive martial law. 

During twenty-four hours the gale was fresh from the ESE, 
with driving snow, which was inconvenient as far as our works 
were concerned; but the thermometer being at 240, _ the cold 
was not severe. The men were employed in clearing the hold 
and measuring the remaining fuel, and the engineers were bu~ 
sied on the engine: while the carpenters were at .work in 
making alterations in the cahin, to secure us better from the 
eold. We had not lately been able to keep it higher than 280 
in consequence of the position of the door; buthy tllesCl aIte~_ 
ntions we could now keep it at 450, and llad no desire for a 
nigher temperature. This is sufficient to. keep off damp: and 
in this climate, that is a circumstance more to be avoided than 
mere cold, W c boiled the blubber of our beal' -and some seals, 
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on shore; but the smell attracted no foxes or ]Jcars, so that we 
believ,ed, there were no animals at this placc. 
, Oct. 9; The snow ceased this morning, and the thermo
meter rose from 19° to 250 , the sun shining bright during; the 
?ay. The engine was nearly taken to pieces; and, by throw-
109 down the bulk head, the seamen's accommodations wt're 
materially extended. Observing some large holes of water to 
t,he SW, we went to examine them, and found them varying 
~rom twenty squal'c yards to an acre, ill extent, with a strong 
o.!irrent.'boiling up at their western sides, and running towards, 
the east, in which direction their longest dimensions lay. 
During the whole day this ClllTent remained the same; a fact 
which puzzled us, as we were obliged to postpone the determi
nation of its reat nature and oause to the ensuing summer. If 
th ere were any among us who had theories of springs here 
rising in the sea, or rivers running into it, they are not worth 
the trouble of either detail or examination. 
To~ards, evening the wind came round to the northward, 

and thl;) thermometer fell to 13°. A seal was shot, but was 
lost by 'sinking; and the skeleton of the bear having been 
sunkin the water that it might be cleaned by the marine ani
mals, was brougbt up with some shrimps and shell fish at
tached, to increase our small collection of specimens. This 
was the only pe'rfectly clear night we had seen sincc our resi
dence in these straits; and, the moon being full, the aspect of 
every thing wall unusually cheerful. 
, Oct .. 10; the northerly breeze had blown hard, but subsided 
towards morning, so as to leave us a bright and clear day; the 
sea llOrizon, however, presenting a thick fog. Nothing re
Jl1ained standing on board but the lower masts with tl:ieir rig
ging.An excursion on shore led us to a rude stone of a co
lumnar form, erected by the Esquimaux, but for a' purpose 
tliat did not appear, and we observed the tracks of foxes, A 
small quantity of ~ear water was still seen to the northward. 
as well as'in the openings already mentioned; but we could 
COnjecture no cause for this current. In the day the tempera
tU;l'C was 15,° falling to 100 at night. The latitude was settled 
at 69° 58' 42", and longitude 92° l' 6", 

Oct. 11 ; the sky:being overcast, the thermometer rose to 
ISO, but. even at this temperature, it did not feel cold, as the 
breeze was moderate. The ship's crew were mustered in good 
health; excepting R. Wall, who had fallen down into the engllle 
rOllD, yet without any serrous injury. After church service, 
the men were allowed their turns on shore; and, in thtlr walk, 
they.8l)t up a landmark for the ship, about four miles ofl' on 
the coast The wind freshened at night, and the thermometer 
fell tollo. 

Oct. 12, 13; tllere was no material change. The work, in 
the ship was continued, ami a place for a powdcr magazmc 
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selected on the island near us, which was consequently named 
JIilagazine Island. The hold being restowed, the fuel was 
measured and found to amount to seven hundred bushels of 
co·al and ~oke; being, as we computed, sufficient for the ordi-
11ary wants of the ship during the same number of days. A 
complete examination of the provisions also took place: and 
the rcsult was, to find that there was enough for two years and 
ten months, on full allowance; a quantity easily made to 
cover three years consl)mption. The quantity of oil and tal
low was found such as to promise a duration equivalent to 
that of. the provisions; presuming, at least, on the further as
sistance that we had a right to expect from our captures of 
bem"sand seals, on sea and land. 

The thermometer, on the twelftll, was 14°, falling to 10° the 
next day; and, again rising to 20·, it remained so till late, not 
falling below 17° at midnight; the weather becoming more and 
more cloudy, with an appearance of threatening snow. We 
thought ourselves fortunate in discovering here what might 
turn out a source of fresh provisions, in a large whelk, which 
had not bef'n seen in the former voyages. Some unsuccessful 
attempts were made on the seals, and a part of the engine was 
hoisted over on the ice. The snow, on the following day, Oct. 
14, fulfilled its pI"omise; coming on very early in tIle morning, 
when the thermometer rose to 200, and then to 22° falling 
back to ]7° towards night. The brass guns were put. on the 
ice, with mere of ihe engine, and the lower deck·was cleared 
of some spare stores, br stowing these in the hold. They Who 
valued OI:nens wcre left to sp~culate on the prophesying of a 
raven whICh flew round the ShIp. How far they did speculate 
and what their prognostics were, I did not take the trouble t~ 
inquire: had they been eilher absurd or important, it is pro
bable that I should have lleard enough of them, without in 
quiring. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

REMARKS ON THE· ACTUAL TEMPERATURE AND ON THAT OF SENSA
TION-PItoCEED IN LIGHTENING THE SHIP-THE ENGINE FINALLY 
LANDED, A/l:D THE KRUSENSTERN SECURED - ROOfiNG OF THE 
SHIP COMPLETED-REMARKS ON THE TEMPERATURE-ABOLlTION 
OF THE USE OF SPIRITS ON BOARD - CONTRIVANCES FOR WARM-. 
ING AND VENTlLATlNG THE VAPOUR BETWEEN DECKS - DE
SCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR WINTER~ 
lNG, AS RELATING BOTH TO THE SHIP AND THE CREW. 

OCT. 15; The snow ceased before daylight, but it blew fresh 
from the north; feeling very cold, though the thermometcr 
was ISo; a temperature, which, hut a few days before, had 
not been disagreeable. This difference is, very obviously, as it 
is vulgarly, explained by the diJI'erent strcngth of the wind; 
while the immediate cause, on this supposition, is too simple 
to require statement. But there is much more to be taken 
into consideration; while some of the circumstances are 
eith.er so little heeded, or so difficult to pt'fceive, that if the 
reader is sometimes puzzled to explain the apparent contra
dictions in the rep@rts'on the actual heat, and on that of scn
sation, they who feel that of which o;,hers read, are often not 
less pnzzled themselves. I may as well state here, once for 
all, what has struck me when thinking on the subject; since 
the same collision of facts is likely to be of frequent oceur
repce, and the read\lr' will be tlms cnabled to explain for him
self, many future statements of the same natUfe, and save me 
the trouble of recurring to what I believe to be the philosophy 
oftllis subject. 

Among these considerations, is the hygrometical state of the 
air, of which we did not preserve any .register; but this is not 
so simple a case as it appears at first sight. Everyone knows 
that a damp air feels cold and raw; it is a better conductor of 
heat. Yet the same effect on the sensations is produced 'hy 
the reverse cOlldition of the attmosphere. A dry air increases 
the evaporation from the body, and that evaporation is a 
sonrce of cold. Comhining one or other of these conditions, 
with the varying strength of the wind, we already see a cer
t.ain way intathe intricacy of this question; but that is not yet 
the whole, even as the mere atmosphere is concerned. The 
damp air does not, necessarily and alway~, produce a sensa-
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tion of coldness and, least of all, does it produce this effect 
when tlle weath~r is calm; since a fog, by checking the radia
tion of heat from the surface, may be more than an equivalent 
to the cold which its conducting power might cause; while it 
also acts in the same direction; in another manner, by check
ing the evaporation from the body. 

But the state of the body itself is scarcely of less moment 
than all thi~, in any attempts to explain the.se ~pparent. con
tradictionsas it complicates the whGle questIOn III a far higher 
de/!,ree. E'very one knows that the sense of cold can 'exist in 
certain fevers, even under the burning sun of Africa; and the 
same internal sensation, as of a low temperature, is of frequent 
occurrence, and, moreover, from derangements of health so 
slight as to be undefinable. It is far more remarkable, that the 
feefilfg of extreme cold can be present, under fever, when the 
temperature of the body is many degrees above the natural 
standard, and when, to the touch of others, the patient is 
burning hot; as, in the space of a very few minutes, it may 
appear the same to himself, though no change of the actual 
temperature has takl'ln place., 

Thus a Iso, if the circumstances differ, does exercise, or tbe 
want of it, produce sensations of temperature, when there is 
nothing' external to cause them; and the case is similar under 
want, or reversely, under ahundance offood. These are things 
which affect the power that generates animal heat; as the 
greater or less energy of this power is perhaps the c11ief cause 
of all the facts which are {)ften so difficult of explanation under 
a simple regard to external temperature. That energy, too, is' 
not the mere produce of food or exercise; there are cases, in 
which no allowance of food, and no exertion of the muscular 
powers, will suffice to preserve a high temperature in the hu
man body. In reality, though it is little remarked, and, as far 
as I know, is not even observed by the writers on physiology, 
thc power of generatil'lg heat varies exceedingly in different 
individuals, and is as much a portion of the original constitu
tion, as are the muscular or the mental energies. Anyone 
Who pleases may observe this in common life; it was always 
striking to us, in circumstances whe,re the application of the 
test was so often extreme; so that. after a little practiee it 
was easy to anticipate who would suffer from degrees of c~ld 
which others would despise. , 

In mentioning this, I am also, in justice to the chief sufferers 
in our crew, honnd to observe, that I have myself been noted 
by a physiologist of well-known reputation, as possessinO' in a 
very high degree, the power of generating lleat, whenc~ too 
as he infers"that indifference to cold, of which I was always 
consciolls; together, consequently, with the very limited com: 
pa:rative .suffering that I ~xperien?{'d d,uring that long pro
tracted willter, a,s I may fauly call It, WhiCh occupied four of 
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the winters of England, yet such winters as England never 
saw and will never conjecture, togetller with five summers, of 
which everyone would, in that country, be deemed severe be
yond the severity of its own Januariel! and Februaries. I 
must leave it to the reader to judge how far this constitution 
may have influenced my reports on the temperature of sensa
tion, on many occasions; it is certain that I could not judge 
what others felt; but I could not have described what I did 
not myself feel. 
. These remarks are not mere matters of philosophical specu
I~tion, nor are they questions of amusement or curiosity alone. 
They offer useful hints to those who may hereafter engage in 
~imiJar expeditions; since they deserve some among the first 
attentions in the selection of a crew. Other circulllstances of 
apparent health and streI'lgth being equal, it is he who seems 
the readiest generator of heat who ought to be the selected in
dividual; for no one will know, until he has suffered from it; 
what disappointments, and vexations, and labours, and re
straints to the service, foHow from the susceptibility of cold in 
the individuals who may form the crew of a ship, on a service 
like this: to say nothing of the accidents, in mortifications and 
death, and in scurvy too, I have little doubt, which follow from 
the same cause. I know' not, 11Owever, that I can give rules 
that will not produce disappointment, where the test of facts 
would be the really desirable guide. But this at least seems 
certain, that men of the largest appetites and most perfcct di
gestion produce the most heat; as feehle stomachs, whether 
dyspeptic, as. it is termed, of)nerely unable to receive much
food, are subject to suffer the most from cold; never genera
ting heat enough to resist its impressions . 
. Physicians must determine whether the strong digestive 

power, and the heat-generating one, are but parts of one ori
ginal constitution, or whether the large use of food is not a 
cause of the production of heat; but what follows is at least 
practically true, as the reasons seem abundantly plain. He 
who is weIl~fed resists cold better than the man who is stinted; 
while the starvation frem cold follows but too soon astarva
tiol1 in food. This, doubtless, explains in a great measure, the 
resisting powers of the natives of these frozen climates: their 
consumption of food, it is familiar, being enormous, and often 
incredible. But it is also a yaluable remark for those who.may 
hereafter be situated like ourselves; sirwe if these views are 
correct, as I believe them, b6th from experience and reasoning 
to be, it shows that no effort should be spared to ensure an 
ample supply of the best food. _ 

Our SYStClll, whether in the navy or the merchant service, 
andin whatever parts of the world, be it the icy seas, or the 
tropical ocean, has been as fixed as it is uniform ;. and perhaps 
I ought not to blame those who have made regulations, when 
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they did not know, and could not therefore take into considc
l"ation the grounds on which their orders ought to have been 
reo-ulated. If the allowance of the food for seamen, under all 
po~sible differences of climate, or labour of service, technically 
speaking, has been fixcd and uniform, implying circumstances, 

'and involving consequences respecting which I dare not here 
take room to speak, so, in the case immediately before me, 
llave we been accustomed to fix the allowance of foocl, to re
strict it, I may fairly say, throu/<h an experience founded on 
far other circumstances, or under a system calculated from 
very different data. 

The conclusion, therefore, in which I wish to rest, willingly 
as I would have extended these remarks, and perhaps then 
extending them so as to produce the greater conviction, is 
this; namely, that in every expeditifm or voya!!."e to a polar re
gion, at least if a winter residence is contemplated, the quan
tity of food should be increased, be that as inconvenient as it 
may. It would be very desirable, indeed, jf the men could ac
quire thc taste for Greenland food; since all experience ,has 
shown that the large use of oil and fat meats is the true secret 
of life in these frozen countries, and that the natives cannot 
subsist without it; becoming diseased, and dying under a 
morc meagre diet. N or do I know that this, is impossible; 
since it is notorious that where the patients in English hospi
tals have been treated with fish-oil for the cure of rheumatism 
they not only soon learn to like it, but prefer that which is 
strongest and most offensive. I have little doubt, indeed, that 
many of the unhappy men who,have perished from wintering, 
in these climates, and whose histories are well known, might 
llave been saved if they had been aware of these facts, and 
had conformed, as is so generally prudent, to the usages and 
the experience of the natives. 

I know not that I am safe in making another remark respec
ting the constitutions which peculiarly generate heat, because 
this is the business of ph ysicians ; hut they will be readyenough 
to correct me if I am wrong. A TIlddy, elastic, florid, or clear 
complexioned man, has always seemed to me better secured 
by nature against cold, than the reverse constitution; and the 
term for the former is a sanguine temperament, while that 
which is applied to the other is, a phlegmatic or a melancllOlic 
man: but physicians best know how many species there are 
in tllis class, At any rate, the pale, and flabby, and sallow, 
and melancholy-looking men, are not the men for an arctic 
voyage; they suffer most from cold, whatever indiYidllal ex
ceptions there may be; and therefore I suppose that they do 
not manufacture heat to the same extent as the others. If 
such' men also are slow and melancholy in mind, as I believe 
to be very common, this. is most assuredly an additional reason 
"gainst employing them; for even when tbese fe~lings occur 
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in a better temperament, they diminish the power of resisting 
cold; as. if the exciting passions, as thev are termed, a fact 
which I know not how to doubt, led to the generation of heat, 
and the depressing ones to the reverse. And this, be the 
theory true or not, being practically the fact, inasmuch as hope 
and confidence make men bear that cold under which the 
timid and desponding suffer, though perhaps it is only that 
the same constitution leads to both results, producing hope 
and displaying energy, while it also generates heat, another 
suggestion offers itself respecting the care to be bestowed on 
the crew, and the occupations which should be invented for 
them, as well as in regard to the original choice; since it thus 
~ecomes the interest,not less than the dut', of the command
Ing officer, to keep up their spirits and hopes, by any means 
that lIe can contrive; as; in doing this, he also know:s, that 
he is adopting one of the best expedients against the attacks 
of the scurvy. 

I will only add to these remarks, what may, I trust, be of 
use to.future arctic navigators, namely, that although every 
expedient in the way of clothing should be adopted for resist
ing the impressions of external temperature, as these are too 
well known to require detail, nothing will compensate for the 
want of the heat-generating' energy, but external heat·; as tllat 
is but too' often an imperfect expedient. It is of little use to 
clothe him who will not, in himself, prod uce heat; it is like 
the attempt to warm a piece of ice by means of a blanket; 
but it is too common a mistake to imagine that the expe-

• dient which can 'only preserve heat is capable of producing it. 
The weather continued fine, but the thermometer fell to 60. 

We continued to lighten the ship and get out the boilers. I 
ascended the highest accessible l1i11to the south-west, and ob
taining a good view, conceived that the distant land was con
tinuous ff(;)m the south-west, till it closed in with the west end 
of the island, though I could not be positive respecting objects 
so far off, 'nor be sure that there was not some opening. The 
land was very rugged, and intersected by ravines, with many 
small islands scattered along the shore. There was still some 
clear water to the northward, and in the inlet; but-the horizon 
being hazy, we could not see further than Hecla and Fury 
Island. The boles in the ice which we had noticed, were now 
frozen up, and. all marks of a cnrrent had, of course, disap
peared. A strong north wind made the cold very severe on 
the following day, Oct. 17; thongh the thermometer r~nged 
between 140, and 80, A single coal fish was taken; and I 
doubt if it was before known that this specics frequented the 
seas so far north; if, indeed, it should not prove. a new one~ 

Oct. 18; it was a beautiful day; with calm weather; the 
thermometer was between 60 and 8° ; hut in the evening it fell 
till it reaelled one degree o-nly, at seven o'clack. This was by 
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very much the lowest temperature we had yet experienccd. 
Sunday found all our men well, :illd him who ~ad met with 
the accident recovered. More than fifty lunar distances were 
o-htained for the longitude. The aurora was seen in the SE. 
Our nets continued to bring up the welcome Ilhell-fish, but not 
in grcat numbers. 

Oct. ] 9; tbe thermompter rose a few degrees as the sun pro
ceeded to tbe meridian, and, at sunset, fell to 20. It continued 
calm till evening, when there was a light air. We again ob
tained lunar distances to the amount of a hundred and twenty, 
with meridian altitudes of the sun and of several stars. A 
chronometer, intended for the transit observations, was sct to 
mean time. In th~course of the evening, the frames belong
ing to the engine were got out: and I believe the men felt 
that they were fast ridding themselves of a nuisance; of an 
enemy, where they bad l'eckoned on a friend. ' 

Oct. 20, the fine weather cO'ntinued, and the temperature 
f.ell to two degrees under zero. It was our first minus, ,and we 
began to agree that the cold weather was really arrived. But 
it was very tolerable thus far. In the course of the day it rose 
to plus 7°; but, at night, fell again to minus 9°. The last of 
the engine was hoisted out: may I not say that there was not 
one of us who did not hail this event with pleasure. We 
could not even look at its fragments without recollecting what 
it ought to have been, and what it proved to be; nor without 
reflections, and those not kind ones, on its maker, when we 
remembered the endless and ever-recurring trials of our pa
tience which it had caused, the never-ceasing labour of the 
llIen in its reparation, the ever renewed hopes, producing ever 
new disappointments, and the loss of temper, to most of us, I 
fear, of which it had been the fertile cause. The enemy, how
ever, was at last at our feet; and while it was incumbent on 
us to store it up, though it would in reality be difficult to say 
why, were it not from that habit, or feeling, which rebels 
against absolute wastefulness, I believe there was not one 
present who ever again wished to see, even its minutest frag
m·ent . 

. Oct. 21 ; the Krusens~ern was secured yesterday, and, at 
~lght, an aurora made Its appearance. A fish which we be
heved might be a new species, as we had not seen it before 
was taken. The thermometer was low, ranging between plu~ 
and minus 4°; the weather calm. The erection of a roof over 
the s~ip was commenced, and a white fox shot. We could 
get !I() lunar observations, and were lIot likely to procure them 
agam for the next four months. 

Oc!_ 22; though the land was much elevatedby refntction, this 
d.ay, It showed u~ nothing new; the thermometer did not mate
nally~ar.y. It now became necessary to cut away the ice round 
the ShIP, m consequence of her baying been sO' much lightened; 
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that she might settle to her natmaI line of flotation. This 
being done, she' rose nine inches; and we proceeded to build 
up a bank of snow and ice round her, for shelter from the cold. 
The galley was also moved, and placed in the centre'of tho 
men's berths, th~t the heat from the fire might be more equally 
distributed. A tank of plate iron was, further, placed on tllC' 
upper deck, over the coppers; and, by this contrivance, the 
steam, which is a constant annoyance at these low tempera
tures, was secured and condensed, Another raven was seen; 
and our fishery of whelks, though never very productive, was 
continued daily. 

Oct. 23; a fresh breeze rendered the oold very sensible to
day; but its effect was, nevertheless, to raise the thermometer 
from minus 6° to plus 8° in the course of the day. This wind 
continued on the following day, Oct. 24, with drift snow ; the 
thermometer falling to minus So, and then rising again as high 
as plus 150, This is a sure indication of snow· in these cli
mates; and accordingly a heavy fall came on at midnight. 
.some other useful alterations were this day made in the ship; 
and, among the rest, a pipe was carried from the upper deck 
to the fire, by means of which that was easily regulated. These 
things being done, it was found that a very small quantity of 
fuel was sufficient to keep the lower deck, where the crew 
lived, dry and comfortable, and to maintain a medium heat 
of about 55°, bcing what I judged the most advantageous 
one. 

Oct. 25; the snow continuing in the morning, the thermo
meter rose to 18°, but began to fall at noon, and, in the even
ing, was at minus 60. Prayers, and exercise on shore, oc
cupied, as usual, their portions of the present Sunday. 'We 
had set a fox-trap yesterday, and to-day it was found robbed 
by the dogs. 

Oct. 26; though the temperatme was not materially differ
ent this day, a smart gale made the cold very severe. We 
therefore lJastened to complete the roofing, which was done by 
means of the spare sails procured from the Rookwood's and 
the Fury's stores: and we immediately found the advantage 
of this additional security against the cold. Other needful 
arrangements on the part of the carpenters and engineers, 
found us ilJ-doOl employment, when it was especially unsafe 
for inexperienced men to work out of the ship, lest they should 
be frost-Litten. _ 

Oct. 27; after continuing to blow a storm all day, the wind 
fell at six o'clock, and the weather cleared: after which the 
snow ceased, and it beeamc calm. We were thus enabled to. 
make considerable progress for a time in our sn,ow fortifica
tion; but in the evening it blew as hard as ever, and the ther. 
mometer fell to minus 1'10 • Thus it continued till six on the fol
l?wing morning, Oct. 28, when it settled and cleared. In the 
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course of this day the temperature sunk to minus 130 , being 
the lowest that had yet occurred. The ship, however, being 
now completely housed in, we found ourselves in a very com
fortable position. 

Oct. 29; in the course of the preceding night the thermo
meter rose to plus 30, and during the day to 40 ; a state of 
things, as I have just remarked, always attending snow, which 
accordingly fell in considerable quantity. On the following 
day, Oct. 30, the drift was so great that we could not proceed 
with our embankment. The changes in the temperature were 
not so remarkable as to need recording here; but I must re
mark, that on this, as on almost every preceding occasion, the 
barometer indicated the coming gale. A white fox was taken 
in the trap, alive. 

Oct. 31; The wind blew still harder, and the thermometer 
fell to minus 16°. At sunset there was a large halo, being but the 
second that we had seell: it was, however. only a white one. 
There was afterwards an aurora to the southward. The tops of 
the mountains were considerably bared of their snow by the gale) 
but the contrast of thl'ir dark rocks with the whiteness around, 
only served to render the aspect of this winter landscape 
more deso/:,te. The poor fox was accidentally strangled: 
onl}" however, anticipating a fate which we should have been 
obliged to inflict hereafter, though we did not then foresee it. 

We had, on this day, completed the first month of our im
prisonment in this dreary and miserable country, and were 
l1aturally led to compare ou~ present condition with those of 
preceding voyagers, and to make some general remarks on 
various matters, the most important of which I Inay now re" 
cord, as briefly as may be. 

I may first n@te, that in this climate, unlike to Sweden and 
Norway, the degree of the temperature bears little or no rela
tion to the latitude. This will be sufficiently evident by the 
brief comparative table which I here insert, relatil1g to our 
own mean for this'month and those which had been formerly 
found at Melville island, Winter island, Igloolik, and Port 
Bowen. It is not, however. a very accurate comparison, ,jJe
cause, in these cases, the temperatures were observed on board 
the ships, not on the ice; while the allowance of three degrees 
.for that difference is far from sufficient; my pwn experience 
showing that it may amount to even 6°. . 

These are the facts in question: 

, 1- Lat. I-Long. i Mean Temp. of 
Victory's position 690 59' 00"1 92001' 06"IOct. 1829 . + 80, 43' 
M~lville.island . 74047' 20"lllOD 48' 7"JDo. ]819 . -6",50' 
Wll1tensland . 66011'27" 83" 11' OIlIDo. 182l . +9",51' 
Igloolik. . 69020' 30" 81 0 52' 46" Do. 1822. +90,79' 
Port Bowen . 73° 13' 40" 88° 54' 48"1D0. 1824 + ]00,85'. 
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In the next place, comparing our progress with some prece
ding ones, it was true that we had not reached so far westward 
as Melville island; but we had wrought our way through as 
much ice, snce the extent of this navigation had been 240 geo
graphical miles, as our progress had also been a very laborieus 
one. and noti a little hazardous on more than one occasion. 

It was" nOow, further, quite, ascertained that the tides came 
from the northward, and were both later and lower when the 
wind was from the south. We had seen no whales for the last 
sixty miles, and had never fallen in with a walrus. 

I formerly mentioned the quantity of provisions and fuel that 
we had remaining, which were computed 10 last till August, 
]832. But 'here was only one year's allowance of spirits, 
which was a subject rather of congratulation than otherwise, 
since there can be no question of their pernicious effects in 
these frozen climates; one of those being, I have no doubt, to 
increase the tendency to scurvy. It was necessary, however, 
that what we had should be reserved for the future parties on 
land excursions, where it might often prove of ,?onsiderable, if 
temporary service; or, as might beeome necessary, fOJ: our use 
in case of shipwreck, and our being condemned to take to the 
boats; since tjlis article would then be valuable not merely as 
an article of diet, but as fuel; or, finally, under the chance of 
our being unable to liberate the ship in the. spring, and being 
thus compelled to continue our investigations by land. Orders 
were accordingly given to stop the use and allowance of grog; 
while it was very satisfactory to find that these were received 
withont remonstrance. 

Our roofing had been perfected in this month; but it still 
remained to complcte our embankment, and to cover thc upper 
deck with snow. More arrangements th,an those Jet noticed 
had also been"made in the interior of the ship, hy constructing 
a room in the place ofth\'l steerage, to receive the men's chests 
and the apparatus for cooking and baking; while copper flues 
were carried from them round the whole apartment, in order 
to. convey away the vapour. Over the steam kitchen, oven, 
and after passage, apertures were made in the upper deck, on 
which were placed iron tanks with their openings downward. 
In these the vapour was received, and became immediately 
condensed; but though we" rather expected that we might 
have drawn it ofl' in the shape of water, and had contrived 
means accordingly, we found it so generally frozen that these 
were of no l,\se. " 

We found this last contrivance to be the best that had yet 
been adopted: and chiefly as, by keeping the apartment of the 
crew dry, it saved the Decessity offorcing up the temperaturc 
as had been done on former occ:asions, for the purpose of keep
ing the vapour afloat till it was condensed on the beams and 
deck. This, too, involved a great saving of fuel; since we 
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found that a temperature between 400 and 500 was sulici!'nt to 
make the place dry, warm, and comfortable, whereas it had, 
in the ships that preceded us, been' necessary to carry it as 
high as 700 • 

The regulations adopted on other matters were the follow
ing; and I point them out, that future ad~enturers. in this 
country may gain, without labour, the expenencC"whICh had 
now been purchased by many successive voyages. It will 
easily be seen now much of all this was directly useful, for 
some one or other specific purpose, and how far the intention 
was to find occupation for the minds of the men, and exercise 
for their bodies. 

The men slept in hammocks, which were taken"down at six 
in the morning, and hung up at ten at Jlight, being also aired 
twice a week. The lower deck, being the dwelling floor, was 
covered with hot sand every morning, and scrubb!'d with sand 
till eight, when the men breakfasted. Monday was settled in 
future as the washing day; and this operation heing finished 
by noon, the linen was dried at the stove. The upper deck 
having been at length covered with snow two feet and a half 
in thickness, it was trod down till it became a solid mass of 
ice, and was then sprinkled with sand, so as to put on the ap
pearance of a rolled gravel walk. Above this, was the roof 
already mentioned, of which the canvas sides were continued 
so low as to cover those of the ship. The surrounding bank of 
snow, being completed, leached to the ship's gunwale, so that 
the union of this with the roof formed a perfect shelter from all 
wind, and thus excluded, very materially, the impressions of 
the external cold. In the same manner there was a covering 
of snow to the cabin deck, while the skylight was fitted with 
double sashes: but the way from the cabin to the deck Wl;lS 

not closed, since the frost was not yet so intense as to render 
that necessary: the inner doors were mearly fitted with ropes 
and pulleys. 

"'ith respect to the arrangements below, a communication 
was made from the steerage to the fore part of the space be
tween decks, by means of a door leading first to an antecham
ber screened oIl" by canvas, and then to a space similarly about 
~ve feet square. Into this last ~he men dt;lscended immediately 
tram tile deck: and thus passmg the antechamber into the 
dwelling apartment, they were not exposed to any sudden 
change of temperature. In this way, after first riding them
selves of snow, they were compelled to leave all their dresses 
which mig'ht still contain snow or moisture, in the first divi: 
sion, or ?hamber; thence advancing into the canvas apart
ment, whIch further served as a guard to prevent the entrance 
of the ~old external ~ir int? the steerage, their dwelling place. 

Dunng the day, mcludmg the space between six in the 
morning ami nine at night, the steam kitchen was found suli-



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 135 

(!ient both for warmth and cooking; and, in the nig.ht, the 
baking oven served the same purpose, while it also heated the 
sand for the morning's use. As it is a pernicious plan, being a 
very clumsy and inconvenient one, even in the domestic ar
rangements of England, to supply, from the doors, the air re
(Iuired for the fires, I caused a larg'e copper pipe to be brought 
from without to the fireplace. Thus; not only was the external 
air prevented from making a cold "draught" through the 
room, but the pipe itself became sufficiently warmed to assist 
in keeping dry the air within this principal apartment. 

By thes'e means the vapour was enabled more easily to as
cend and settle in the external condensers, instead of becom
iug water in <the room itself; while, what was not less impor
tant, the fires were kept burning with a uniform degree of 
strength. In proof of the effect of the utility of tIle condensers, 
I may now remark that it was our practice to clear them out 
every Saturday, and that the quantity of' ice they contained 
averaged about a bushel a day: the representative of a quan
tity of vapour first, and of a corresponding proportion of water 
afterwards, that would not only have been extremely annoying 
but truly pernicious. 

In continuation of our wintering system, every atom of rig
ging was taken down, cleaned, markcd, and stowed away. 
In arranging the duties and the victualling of thc men, the 
following plan was adopted; the whole crcw being divided 
into five watches. The three leading mates, the cngineer, and 
the harpooner, had, cach, with one scaman, the charge of the 
deck in tJlOir respective turns: their duty being, to keep a look 
out repecting fire,. wild animals, and natives, to register the 
dircction and strength of the wind, with the appearances oCthe 
sky and weather, and the temperature, as well as the state of 
the tides and the occurrence of auroras. 'fhe officers, with. 
their servants, the carpenters, the armourers, and the cook, had 
sufficient other duties in their respective departments: 

'fhe breakfast, of which the hour has been already mention
ed, consisted of cocoa or tca; and the dinner was at noon·. 
'When the weather permitted any thing to be dorie outside of 
the ship, the men worked, after that meal, till three or four 
o'cloClk: while, when that was impossible, they were obliged 
to walk for a certain number of hours on deck,. beneath thi: 
roof. Their tea was at five o'clock; and, aftcr this, they at
tended an evening school, commencing at six, and lasting till 

. nine; which being closed~ and the hammocks slung, they re
tired to bed at ten. 

On Sunqay, no work was allowed. The men were mustered 
and inspected in their best c1othes,by ten o'clock, after which 
there were prayers and a sermon. To occupy the remainde~' 
of the day, tllere was a collection of tracts which had been 
presented to us by Mrs. Enderby, of Blackhcatft, proving a 
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judicious as welF as 'a useful gift. But, at six, there was a 
Sunday school: the occupation on this evening being the read
ing of portions of scripture by tIle men, while the day was con
cluded by psalms, and by the lessons appointed in the liturgy. 
Of the good effect of this system of religious duties and of in
struction, I could entertain no douht; for the men seemed 
truly to feel that they all belonged to one family; evincing 
mutual kindness, with a regularity and tranquillity of behaviour 
which are not very general on board of a ship. 

The days of haking for the men were on Sundays and Thurs
days, and those for the officers every other evening excluding 
Sundays: all these regulations having regard to the collateral 
uses we might.derive from the heat necessary for those pur
poses. The allowance of provisions to the Illen and the offi
ctlrs, issuedfo! fourteen days, is seen in tht" following table. 
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Account of the Daily P1'oportion of Provisions served to 18 Men fO)' 14 Days . 
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There were also lemons and tamarinds for those who might be 
unwell. 

This portion of the ship's duty appertained to Mr. Thorn, who 
had also the charge of the log, as master not less than purser; 
together with that of the barometer, and its attached thermo
meter. The chronometers were now under the charge of Com
mander Ross; who also took a joint duty with myself in the 
navigation and the different classes of observation: with the 
further undivided command over the department of natmal 
history. 



1'0 THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 139 

CHAPTER XIV. 

THE MONTH COMMENCES STORMY AND COLD-IMPROVEMENT IN 
ITS PROGRESS-RE!vIARKS ON THE THERMOMETER AND BAROME
TER-OCCURRENCE OF A SPLENDID AURORA BOREALIS-,SUMMARY 
OF THE MONTH. 

THE most st'vere storm'that we had yd experienced came on 
this day, Nov. 1 ; bursting suddenly from the north, with a 
heavy fall of snow, and the thermometer under zero. Sunday 
was spent ,as usual, except that it was impossible to take exer
cise on shore. There was an aurora at nig"ht, but not brilliant. 
The gale then subsided, and was followed by a fine day; when 
although the temperature was at minus ]40, the cold was by no 
means disag"reeable. Though the distant horizon was not very 
clear, we could see that the ice was partially broken up by the 
storm; some clear water appearing in the south-eastern quar
ter. In the evening of this day the wind came to the west
ward, and there was another aurora, of short duration. , 

Nov. 3; there was no material change of wind or weather 
this day, the thermometer being at mintls 9. We found traces 
of foxes during our walk on shore. More was done towards 
completing our snow fortification: and I believt' most readers 
now know, that the frozen snow is cut into masses resembling 
squared stones, and applied in the same manner, as the cement 
is formed of watt'r. On the fourth, there was SIlOW again, dtlr
in,g tht' whole day: the thermometer rose to zero; falling 
again, in the night, to minus 10. We had now ceased to take 
the shellfish for some days. 

Nov. 5; the morning was fine, and as is then unusual, the 
temperature got up to minus lO. Four willow partridges were 
killed. On the following day the wind was fresh from the 
northward, but not so cold as to impede the necessary work. 
An examination of the condensers proved tllat they collected, 

jqintly, a bushel of ice in the day, as I noticed in the summary 
of last month to be the expected quantity: and we could not 
but be highly pleased at reflecting, that had it not been forthe 
collectien and condensation of this bushel, we should have 
been ourselves tlle condenst'rs, and been involved.in vapour 
and internal rain, to an equivalent amount, all the twenty~four 
hours. It is ,always desirable to be relieved from suffering; but 
it is iufinitely more gratifying, when we know that we have 
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been benefited by the exertion of our own invention and indus
try. These are among the true rewards of exer~ion, in. all the 
circumstances of life; and the self congratulatIOn WhICh fol-
lows is more than pardonable. . 

Nov. 7; in spite of a hrisk will;d from t~e north-east! wIth 
much drift snow, our officers contnved to kIll two ptarmIgans; 
but notwithstanding such a breeze from this quarter, the ther
lllo:Ueter rose to plus 3°. I must confess that these vacillations 
in the heat were not always intelligible; we knew, generally, 
what a peculiar wind ought to produce, why an overcast sk.y 
should raise the temperature, or a fall of snow make the aIr 
comparatively warm, and why also we ought to expect. the 
severest cold with a clear sky. But all our causes sometlmes 
failed us; and I can only now conclude, as I djd then, that 
our knowledge of the atmosphere and its conditions is as yt't 
not sufficient to explain even the changes of temperature; fail
ing us, as it does, in every thing else, when we attempt to lay 
down those general rules, without the certainty of which, there 
is no sound knowledge. 

N or is this less true of what has been deemed most certain, 
namely, the changt's in the barometer; and if what we had 
occasion at different times to observe, be at present inexpli
cable, I can only remind my philosophical readers, that it has 
often, and al!llply, been confirmed, by the reports of La Per
ouse and the experience of navigators beyond numbers. The 
illertCUry has risen when it should have fallen; and it has sunk 
when there was present every reason that has been assigned 
for its rise. It has fallen with winds from the east and the 
north; and also (for this has been a reason given for its rise) 
with winds from the land; while it has risen under the reverse 
circumstances, being the received ones for its fall. 'rhus has a 
low barometer brought fair weather, and a high one rain; 
while I have also seen it fall, with an east wind, bringing vio
lent rain, when, on coming round to the west, the mercury rose, 
even more than half an inch, within a very short time, and 
with fine and settled weather. In a nautical view these must 
indeed be considered as exceptions: I should be'very sorry, 
among others, were not this instrument still of much use on 
board of ships. especially in those seas and those seasons in 
which sudden and violent gales arise: but if its prognostics 
are not absolute, and not therefore such as to be an excuse for 
inattention to other circumstances, or for the omission of con~ 
stant watchfulness at sea, so must it be recoHected that in 
ph~losophy, such exceptions prove our ignorance' of l~ws 
whICh we pretend to know. It is a silly maxim, as it is a false 
one, popula;ly rooted a~ it is, that the exception proves the 
rules.; the slightest ·exertlOl1 of common sense should show that 
noth.mg can be a law in philosophy if it admits but of on~ ex
ceptIOn. 



'fo THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 141 

Nov. 8; on the pl'eceding evening, the wind blew hard from 
the NW; but the morning of Sunday was beautiful, with a 
brilliant sky, without a cloud. Divine service was performed, 
and the exercise on shore was enforced as on former occasions; 
this being intended as a standing order for every Sunday on 
which it might be practicable. All were well, except the ar
mourer, whose constitution eQuId not bear the climate. He 
ought not, indeed, to have be('n with us ; having been destined 
for our consort, the John, as the armourer of that ship was in
tended for the Victory. Unluckily, that man was one of those 
who joined the mutineers; and though I had intended to send 
the present ailing and feeble person home by the first whaler 
that we should meet, not one had fallen in our way. 

Nov. 9; the fine weather continued, with the thermometer 
at minus 100. A shooting party had no success, seeing merely 
some hares, and the track of a bear. On the next day the 
same party was soon driven in, by the thermometer falling to 
minus 20°, though the weather continued fine. At night it was 
220 minus, being the lowest yet experienced. In the middle 
of the next day it came to blow, and, in the evening, abund
ance of snow fell; both the force of the gale and the quantity 
of snow increasing till midnight. Thus we were prevented 
from getting some occultations by the moon, in Taurus, on 
which we had calculated, and for which we hadmade pr('paration. 

Nov. 12; after blowing with increased fury, the gale became 
somewhat more moderate towards the eve;ning. It is worthy 
of remark, that the range of the thermometer, in the last thirty
six hours, was 480. If the ice was at all broken up by this 
gale, it was a matter whiph we had no means of discovering, 
as there were now but three hours of daylight. But it was 
likely; for the wind coming from the NE to the· SE in the 
evening, there was an unusual high tide, and the ice near us 
burst open with a tremendous noise, admitting the water above 
it. The thermometer at midnight was as high as 260 plus. 

Nov. 13 ; the temperature did not begin to fall till after noon 
on this day, and then very gradually. This was a long dura
tion of what may be called a high heat at this season of the 
year, since it had been above 24° plus, for about eighteen 
hours; but the more remarkable fact is, that there was a north
easterly wind all the time; confirming the observations I have 
just made respecting the obscure causes by which temperature 
is regulated. According to general experience in these re
gions, the cold ought to have been severe. As to th(' thel'mo
metrical observations themselves, there can be no doubt of 
their accuracy, because they were made on shore, remote from 
the influence of the ship, while the instruments were the same 
that had been used on former expeditions. It was almost 
amusing to find the sportsmen complaining of the heat; and, 
with the snow that fell, there was some rain. 
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Nov. 14; though our sport was without any succ~ss, the po
sition of the sun to-day, and the clearness of the au, ~hen. on 
the hill we had so often visited, gave me a ~ore ext~nslve .vIew 
of the distant land than I had ever yet obtamed; dlsplaymg a 
ran""e of mountains more remote than those which we had yet 
see~. The colouring was admirable tbis nay, as it had been 
for a short period in the afternoon before. It was not only 
that the clouds and the sky in the south presented aU those 
I'ich snmmer tints of evening which are occasionally seen in 
our own country. and those hues contrasted by the deep, dark, 
calm purple of the northern horizon, but, in addit~on to the 
aerial tints and reflections of the snow ofthe mountams, emu
lating or exceeding those ON the clouds, the hills near the sun 
were often splendid with prismatic colours as it passed along 
them in its course. In reality, the noonday sun of these re
gions is an evening sun; and it is not surprising, theFefore, 
that its whole diurnal progress exhibits but the appearances of 
a similar sun in our own latitudes. I had reaSON to believe, 
from the colour of the sky, that there was some open sea to the 
northward; and we eould distinctly sec one clear space of 
about a mile in diameter, not a very great way from us, toge
ther with some smaller pools, the effects of the late storm. 

Nov. 15; The weather continued calm, and not cold; since 
the thermometer did not fall lower than 1°, and rose as high 
as 8°. A very little snow fell: but, on shore, the valleys and 
ravines were already quite filled, as the far larger part of the 
hills and of the other ground in general was covered; only a 
solitary black rock appearing here and there, wherever the 
g'ale had acted with the most violence. Traces of foxes and 
hares were now seen every day, by the parties on shore; but 
that was all. The Sunday, Nov. 15, was spent as usual. The 
sun had not been seen yesterday, and neither sun nor moon 
was visible this day: the weather was nearly as mild.: In the 
night, however, it fell to minus 40, and continued nearly the 
same ON this day. 

On MONday, Nov. 17, a very singular appearance of the sun 
occurred, with an effect too incredible and absurd to admit of 
representation, splendid as it was to the eye. The centre was _ 
darkened by a cloud, while the circumference was surrounded 
by a belt, under which the rays shot out in such a manner as 
to give it the semblance of a star of the order of the Bath. If 
thert' was anyone on board who imagined that this appear
ance was ominous of that, or any other knighthood, to any of 
us,, the secret was kept; fortunately for the prognosticator, who 
mlght have lost his fame by trusting to a fallacions omen; 
th!JUgh, by a very singular coincidence, it has been accom
plIsh,ed on the vel'y day that the correction of this sheet, in 
passmg through the press, enables me to add its fulfilment. 
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Nov. 18; it was still mild; but, from the force of the wind, 
there was enough drift on the hills, to prevent shooting': thc 
thermometer reached plus, 7° at midnight. Our school was 
compietelY0rganized, Nov. 19, for instruction in reading, wri
ting', arithmetic, mathematics, and navigation; and the men 
being divided into classes, the necessary materials and books 
were distributed. Out of the eighteen, three had not learned 
to read and write; but the want of arithmetic was very gene
ral: th.e three mates were capable of commencing with astro
nomy and navigation. No compulsion was here necessary; 
all were volunteers; and the school hours always terminated 
by reading two chapters from the bible, togethel' with the even
ing psalms. 

Nov. 20; there had been neither sun, moon, nor stars, to he 
seen these two last days, and the weather stilI continued 
gloomy, with little wind and less ~now. The thermometer 
reached 9°, and averaged 5° during the twenty-four hours. . A 
white hare was shot. The following morning, Nov. 21, was 
equally dull and dark, with occasional snow; though the moon 
made her appearance, once or twice, for a very short time. At 
midnight the temperature fell to minus 1°. A female fox was 
taken in the trap to-day, and was brought on board for tile 
purpose of being tamed. A very faint aurora was seen in the 
south-eastern horizon. 

Nov. 22; Sunday was calm and clear. with the thermometer 
as low as minus 90. In the course of their walk after service, 
the men found the tracks of rein-deer, bllt nothing more. On 
Monday, Nov. 23, the thermometer continued falling, till it 
reached minus 160. Intending to pursue the track of yester
day's rein-deer, Commander Ross proceeded for a certain dis
tance, along shore, and thus found, for the first time, that the 
south-west point of the nearest land was insulated from the 
main by a channel leading to the westward, but without being 
able to ascertain how far it penetrated. The wind shifted to 
the southward, and the men found work in extricating the en
gine boilers, which, being' on the ice, had been partially buried 
in a new layer, formed by the breaking through of the water a 
few days before. 

Nov. 24; an overcast sky caused the thermometer to rise a 
few degrees, but the change was only temporary. There was 
enough of work for the day, in cutting out the various iron
work of the engine .. as well as the whale-boat, ~ hich was in 
the same predicament. A Gairn on the island, intended as a 
guide to the.ship for those who might lose their way, was com
pleled; and a thermometer, constructed purposely for us, was 
fixed on it. There was a brilliant aurora to the south-west 
extending its red radiance as far as the zenith. The wind va
cillated on thc following day, and tllere was a still more bril
liant one in the evening, increasing in spl@dourtill mig,night, 
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and persisting till the following. I!Iorning,. Nov. 26. It consti
tuted a bright arch, the extremIties of wInch seemed to rest on 
two opposed hills, while its colour was that of the full moon, 
and itself seemed not less luminous; though the dark and 
somewhat blue sky by which it was backed, was a chief cause. 
I have no doubt, of the splendour of its effect. 

We can conjecturt' what the appearance of Saturn's ~ing 
must be to the inhabitants of tbat planet; but here the conJec
ture was perhaps verified; so exactly was the form and light 
of this arch what we must conceive of that splendid planetary 
appendage when seen crossing the Saturnian heavens. It va
ried, however, at length so much as to affect this fancied re
semblance; yet with an increase of brilliancy and interest. 
While the mass, or density, of the luminous matter was such 
as to obscure the constellation Taurus, it proceeded to send 
forth rays in groups, forming such angular points as are repre
sented in the stars of jewellery, and illuminating the objects on 
land by their coruscations. Two bright nebulre, of the same 
matter, afterwards appeared beneath tbe arch; sending forth 
similar rays, and forming a still stronger contrast with the dark 
sky near the horizon. About one o'clock it began to break 
up into fragments and nebulre; the coruscations becoming more 
frequent and irregular until it suddenly vanished at four. 

Nov. 27; it being now the spring tides, the water flowed 
through the fire-hole, as it is termed, (being an aperture made 
for procuring water in case of the occurrence of fire on board,) 
and covered the ice ncar the ship in such a manner, that we 
were obliged to make a fresh embankment round it, to prevent 
this inconvenience. The thermometer fell, in the evening, to 
minus 270 , and yet the air did not feel very cold. Accordin<r 
to onr latitude, the sun should have disappeared for the winte;, 
yesterday; hut, unluckily, for the last three days, tben; was a 
cloudy horizon which prevented us frOID seeing it. It was 
not, indeed, certain that we might not see it once or twice 
more, from the effect of refraction. The 28th was, however 
no clearer than the preceding days, but the thermometer ros~ 
to 21 0 , minus. 

Nov. 29; it fell again, however, to 27°, and the cloudy ho
rizon at noon once more prevented a sight of the sun. Every 
thing proceeded as was usual on Sundays. Ml'nday was the 
clearest and the calmest day we had experienced durin<r the 
month, but it was also very cold, the thermometer faIIiJ;'g to 
minus 370, and thus far outdoing whatever we had yet felt. 
Once more, the meridian, or the rising and setting sun, as it 
m~y be called, .was ob~cured by a cloud, so perfectly, from the 
ShIp, th~t no sIght ,?f It could be obtained above the fog-bank 
WhICh lined the honzon. But one or two glimpses of it were 
procur~d f}"Om the higher part of the island, whence, at noon, 
It was ~ust able to clear that low cloud, for an instant or two. 
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Thus closed the month of November, and, as we calculated, 
with the last sight of the sun which we were likely to have this 
winter. It was still pleasing to find that it was a beautiful 
day, in spite of the actual cold, which was really by no means 
severe to the feelings. We had reason to believe tllat the 
ptarmigans were now quitting this coast, and migrating to the 
southward, with the intention of following the sun in its course. 
Comparing now the mean temperature of this month with that 
which had occurred in preceding expeditions, we found no 
reason to expect a more severe winter than is usual in these 
climates, notwithstanding the appearance of severity at the 
commencement, andthe very low temperature on the last days. 

It was also now discoverable, that the highest temperatures 
had been with the north-easterly winds, and tlle lowest with 
the southerly ones: being the 'exact reverse of what was to be 
expected. and of what had occurred in former voyages. The 
only explanation tbat we could suggest, whether right or, 
wrong, was, that there was open water to the northward, and 
that the whole'southern quarter was a mass of ice, whether on 
land or at sea; in either of which cases, the prospect of future 
progress in this direction was far from flattering . 
. The weather was such all this month as to deprive us of the 

power of making any observations on the occultations of stars 
by' the moon, as well as all others, of whatever nature: and the 
men were too much occupied witll more indispensable duties to 
admit of our erecting observatories for magnetic and astronomi
cal observations on shore. It was most satisfactory, llOwever, 
to find, that the effects we had intended by all these arrange
ments had been attained. The system of comfort and eco
-nomy which had been planned was as perfect as could be 
desired; and the satisfaction of the men, with these things, 
with each other, and with their officers, could not have been 
greater. Under their system of education, they had improved 
with surprising rapidity; while it was easy to perceive a de
Cided change for the better in their moral and religious cha
racters; even, as I have reason to believe, to that which is 
always Tendered difficult from long babits, tbe abolition of 
swearing. 



]46 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

CHAPTER XV. 

REPEATED OCCURRENCE OF AURORA BOREALIS-CHRISTMAS DAY
SUMMARY OF THE MONTH -REMARKS AT THE TERMINATION OF 
THE YEAR 1829. 

WE saw the upper limb of the sun to-day, Dec. 1, for a short time, from the island; the atmosphere being unusually clear. It was elevated about two miuutes of a degree. This was the result of refraction; since its astronomical disappearance had occurred six days ago. We were now also but three weekS from the shortest day; so that, with the same circumstances at its next rising, w~ should not be condemned to more than six weeks ofits total absence. We obtained the altitude of several stars. The thermometer stood from 31 0 to 370 minus: the barometer at 30 inches. 
Dec. 2; A blaek cloud in the sout11ern horizon would have prevented the sun from being seen, though it had still risen above that line, as it did the day before. The magnetic observatory was erected, and the other one commenced. At midnight, Dec. 3, there was a magnificent arch of an aurora, but it was only five degrees high. The colour was a light yellow, and it emitted rays; finally breaking up and disappearing about one o'clock. The day, Dec. 4, was calm, and fhe sky clear, but with a cloudy horizon. The thermometer rose to minus 190 , and, on the following day, to 14°; with light clouds above, and deep red ones near the passage of the sun. We now compared the mercurial and the spirit thermometers, as we might soon be called on to depend on the latter alone; and the necessary corrections wt're recorded for adoption. 
Dec. 5; a strong wind rendered this morning very cold. But the wind shifting from the north-east to the south-west, it feU four degrees lower, Dec. 6; confirming the remarks already made on the subject. An ermine came on board, quite starved, and was taken !l-nd fed by the crew. Sunday was very stormy and squally, WIth snow, and the thermometer began to rise wben the wind fell. The day was kept as usual. A strong breeze blew all Monday, Dec. 7. till the evening, when it became moderate and clear; the thermometer falling from minus '120 to 23°. The moon was clear, for the first time during a considerable period; but as it passed over no stars, it gave us none of the observations that we wished. 
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Dec. 8; The calm weather was succeeded by a breeze from 
the north-east, and the thermometer rose to minus 16°. On 
the £oIlQwing day there were light winds and hazy weather. 
The observatory being finished, we ebtained some occultations 
of stars by the moon. The temperature fell to.J.l6° minus, in 
the evening, and there was an insignificant aurora. On the 
lOth, there was a halo round the moon, sending out rays to a 
great distance, in the form of a cross. This was repeated on 
the following day; and the thermometer during the three days 
ranged between minus l60 and 27°. A transit of Aldebaran 
was obtained. . 

There was little tQ note this day ~ the temperature and wea
ther having little changed, and the men's ,employments remain
ing as usual. The following, Dec. 13, was spent in the usual 
manner fixed for Sunday. It is remarkable. that through the 
last week, the s,tate of the weather allowed the fires to be dis
continued fQr eight hours every night, without lowering the 
heat between decks beyond the degree which had been fixed 
on as the best. On the following day, Monday, the thermo
meter was generally at minus 13°; and we were again annoyed 
by the water overflowing the ice. The weather was hazy, and 
mild to the feelings, both on this day and the following morn
ing; on which there was a large halo round the moon. But 
the wind rose, so that it became so cold as to prevent the men 
from working on the ice, while the thermometer sunk almost 
to minus 240. 

Dec. 16; the same wind, with an equally low temperature, 
continued to impede all ,out of door work; but, on the 17th, 
the westerly wind came round to the east, and it was then EQI
lowed by a great increase of cold, when the thermometer at 
length fell to 37° minus. At this point the mercury froze; 
whether from being alloyed, or from the instFument having 
been iII graduated, we had no means of ascertaining; though 
the former was probable, as some other quicksilver which we 
had on board did not freeze. There was another beautiful 
aurora this day. The ice round the ship was much rent by the 
tide, but not' so as to allow the water to overflow. 

Dec. 18; there had been a short calm, which was succeeded 
by another breeze; and the thermometer then rose to minus 
28°. Clouds obscured the aurora of yesterday, though it was 
still parrtially visible, as if occupying the whole space from east 
to west. On the 19th,. the thermometer went on rising till it 
reached 170; but it was far celder, as there was a smart 
breeze, until after noon, when it became calm and pleasant. 
There was no success in shooting: all animals seemed to have 
nearly deserted this part of the coast. Our carpenter being a 
music~au, J ought already to have said that the men were per
mitted to dance on the Saturday nights; holidays of this na
ture having always been found acceptable, and advantageous; 
while it was also, necessarily, a school holiday. 
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Dec. 20· the aurora still continued; and, in want of other 
variety, it' afforded us amusement amid this wearisome uni
formity. There was much snow drift; and the wind rendered 
it so cold that we could not expose ourselves in any manner 
beyond a few minutes; the thermometer being at minus 20°. 
After the aurora had ceased, it recommenced at night in a 
more brilliant form, with bright flashes amid its other varieties, 
disappearing a little after midnight. The clearness of the sky 
over hcad was such, that we could see perfectlyweJl in the c3;
bin at mid-day, even through the double-skylight, thougl~ It 
was covered by snow. Outside the ship, the smallest pnnt 
could be read distinctly. Sunday was occupied in the usual 
manner. 

Dec. 21; The weather continued bright; and though the 
wind changed from the north-west to the north-east, it becaI?c 
calm. The air felt mild, as is generally the case in those CIr
cumstances; tbe thcrmometer being at minus 16°. The ho
rizon was so clear that every thing on it was visible; and thus 
we sawall around, more perfectly than ever, all the land that 
we had seen at several times before. On the next day it was 
the same, and we obtained, from the hills above, a complete 
view of the horizon, particularly to the southward: where the 
colouring of the sky was most various and splendid; being a 
fitter subject of paintirig than of description, if it was indeed 
within the limits of art. Much of the snow was blown away 
from the summits of the hills, so as to leave the brown and 
bare rocks visible. 

Dec. 23; The morning commenced with an overcast sky and 
a breeze, but it soon became calm, and was followed by an 
aurora of short duration. The same weather continued the 
next day, and the clearness of the sky allowed us to see stars 
of the first magnitude during the brightest part of the twenty. 
four hours, including, of course, the hour of noon. Venus was 
also seen in the southern quarter, displaying a bright golden 
colour. There was again an aurora; another to add to a suc
cession of these appearances more regular and durable than 
any which had been experienced in the former voyage to this 
climate. 

Dec. 25; it was Christmas day. There are few places on 
the civilized earth in which that day is not, perhaps, the most 
noted of the year; to all, it is at least a holiday; and there 
are many to whom it is somewhat more. The elements them
selves seemed to have determined that it should be a noted day
to us, for it commenced with a most beautiful and splendid 
aurora, occuping the whole vault above. At first, and for many 
hours, it displayed a succession of arches, gradually increasino
in altitUde as they advanced from the east, and proceeded to~ 
wards the western side of the horizon; while the succession of 
changes was not less brilliant than any that we had formerly 
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witnessed. The church-service allotted for this peculiar day 
wa~ adopted; but, as is the etiquette of the naval service, the 
hohday was also kept by an unusually liberal dinner, of which 
l'oast beef from our Galloway ox, not yet expended, formed the 
essential-and orthodox portion. I need not say that the rule 
against grog was rescinded for this day, since, without that, it 
would -11ot have been the holiday expected by a seaman. The 
stores of the Fury rendered us here even more than the reason
able service we might have claimed; since they included 
minced pies, and, what would have been more appropriate 
elsewhere, though abundantly natural here, iced cherry brandy 
with its fruit; matters, however, of amusement, when we re
collected that we were rioting in the luxuries of a hot London 
June, without the heat of a ball in Grosvenor Square to give 
them value, and really without any especial desire for sweet
meats of so cooling a nature. I believe that it was a happy 
day for all the crew: and happy days had a moral value with 
us, little suspected by those whose lives, of uniformity, and of 
uniform ease, peace, and luxury, one or all, render them as 
insensible to those hard-won enjoyments, as unobservant of 
their effects on the minds of men. To display all our flags was 
a mattel' of course; and the brilliancy of Venus was a spec
tacle which was naturally contemplated as in llarmony with 
the rest of the day. 

Dee. 26; Christmas day was followed by a calm and clear 
morning, with the thermometer ranging from minus 18° to 22,0. 
A few observations by the transit instrument were taken, and 
there was another aurora. This continued till eight on the 
following morning, and the thermometer sank to minus 32°. 
Being Sunday, no work was done. There was little change, 
and nothing new, on the following day, except that the tempe
rature rose several degrees. On tIle twenty-ninth, it went 
down as low as 370 minus, so that the suspected mercury froze 
again; but, being calm weather, the cold was not felt to be 
very severe. 

Dec. 30; on this day we saw one hare, llaving seen two yes
terday; so that all the animals had not disappeared. There 
was very good light during the "day, from ten till half after 
tl:!ree; al)d, in the cuurse of it, the temperature rose to minus 
20°. There was also a faint aurora; and some transits of stars 
were observed. On the following morning the sky was over
cast; but the weather felt mild, and the thermometer rose 12 
degrees. We found, on sholte, the footprints of a wolf, which 
seemed to be travelling northward, having passed the ship at 
no great distance. Our chase of it ended in tracking it two 
miles, when we lost its traces. 

Thus ended the month of December, and the year 1829. Th.e 
temperature had maintained, like the preceding one, where the 
~neral results ate tabulated, a medium ratio amo~g those ap.-
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pertaining to the former voyages in the same month. Uncer
tain as temperatnre here, as elsewhere, must be, when exa
mined under short periods, uncertain as even the monthly means 
should "be, in different years, when we know how the ~eneral 
characters of those years differ, it is a remarkatile CIrcum
stance that the means of all the latitudes and longitudes of 
Melville island, Igloolik, Winter island, and Port Bowen, give 
nearly the actual situation of the Victo~y at Felix Harbour, 
while the temperature there also agrees WIth the mean tempe
rature of these four positions; indicating thereby a gradual re
lation of temperature, which is at variance with a popular 
theory on that subject. 

The observatory, I must now remark, was built on a mucIl 
better plan than that of former years. Being larger, as well as 
more commodious, the breath of the observers was not so ready 
to condense on the instruments. Our transit instrument was 
also on a much larger scale, being of thirty-six inches; while 
its position had been perfectly verified by observations on cir
cumpolar stars. With respect, however, to observations in ge
neral, it had not been a fortunate month. During its northern 
declination, the moon had been always obscured by clouds, 
and thus disabled us from obtaining the usual lunar distances. 
We had stllI to hope that January would be more favourable, 
as we were in an excellent state of preparation for the observa
tions that we were desirous of making. On the aurora bo
realis, which we had so often seen, no experiments could be 
made, from the state of the weather, and the force of the winds 
at tllOse times. 

I do not here note the state of the barometer; as I have sel
dom also mentioned it in thejournai. It would be a fitter sub
ject for an appendix and a table; where the whole could be 
seen together, on a simple inspection, and where it could also be" 
compared with the temperatures, the winds, and the weather, 
at the same time; circumstances to which tIlese observations 
owe the l;'etter part of their value. I need only here say, 
that our mstrument was regularly registered four times in 
the )went'y-four hours; being, with some others, that which 
was use~ m former voyages, and furnished by the liberality of 
the AdmIralty. The magnetic arrangements furnished nothing 
worthy of record." 

.In the cre~, it was highly satisfactory to find that not th~ 
silghtest aCCIdent had.occurred. from the frost; as, with equal 
care, we hoped to avol~ them In ~u~ure ;. though quite aware 
that all care was sometImes unavallmg, smcethe mere turning 
o~ an angle after a progress through an inoffensive temperaturej 
mIg~t ins.tantaneously expose us to an unforeseen: 'blasi, to 
some partIal or casual current of air, with an effect so sudden 
as to be unavoidable; while the sufferer himself is the orilyone 
who does not know what has happened, and, if alone, may 
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therefore be irremediably frozen. With this general good state 
of health, it was painful to see that the poor armourer was ap
proaching to his end; being, however, equally conscious of the 
inevitable event, and prepared to meet what he had for s@me 
time expected. But it was a destiny that he could not long 
have protracted, though he had remained at home; and we 
had no reason to think that it had been accelerated by the voy
age OF the climate. 

The trial of another month continued to satisfy us of the 
loodness of our internal arrangements; nothing had failed, 
and there was nothing to alter. We were especially pleased 
with tbe success of the apparatus for condensing the vaJ!lour 
from within: the principle of which, it is evident, is similar to 
that of the condenser in Watt's engine, different as the circulD
stances are. The proof of its efficacy had been ample: but I 
must now note, in correction of thenrst statement respecting 
the quantity of ice collected weekly in the three condensers, 
that it was suhject to considerable variations. I originally 
stated it at a:bout a bushel in the day, for the whole: that be
ing the result of our first trials, before we had fully regulated 
the production and the average of the heat between decks. 
But in the course of these attempts at discovering and main
taining the best temperature, it was found to vacillate; the 
produce being, ill some weeks, sCaJrcely four bushels; while we 
easily ascertained that the quantity increased with augmenta
tion of the internal heat, and remarkably so on the days whe-ll 
the washed linen was dried; as a little consideration will ;show 
to have been a necessary consequence. In this increase of the 
Ileat theFe was no advantage; and as the temperature first 
adopted was found unnecessaTilyhigh for comfort or use, it 
was r.educed to an avel'a~e of 450 , while the ice then produced 
weekly, amounted to a mean of four bushels or less. 

It is n@t all, that the men were thus made comfortable, and 
the interior, with its various materials, -kept dry. All necessity 
for placing stoves in Hie hold, and in remote corners ceased ; 
and while there was thus a great saving of labour ,and incon
venience, and not impwbably of hazard, the consumption of 
fuel was materially diminished. Everyone knows that those 
points had engaged the attention of all the former navigators 
in thesecIimates; and it was, therefore, also a source of seIf
watulation, that we had been the first to succeed, and that too 
by means_assimple and little expensive as they were l'igidly 
philosophical. That I here point out this expedient, in future, 
,to ships iJ;! general, nav,igating the nOl'thern seas, on whatever 
pursuit, would be to little purJ;>0se, were i,t not as easy of adop
tionas iUs intelligible, without any further description than 
the general one already given. 

The- sch@ol ha<:l-continued to engage the men's affections; 
and their continued irnprovernent,both in knowledge, and in 
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religious and moral feelings, was evident. It would have been 
valuable, even though it had found no more than an occupa
tion: and, in some mamlef or other, we contrived to be always 
occupied. The pursuit of game was, indeed, !l;n unpro~uctive 
one, but it was still exercise, and it was varIety; whIle we 
amused ourselves with hope, in defect of hares: often traced, 
seldom seen, and so seldom shot, that our sporting book was 
nearly a blank. In some manner or other, however, the last 
three months, constituting the whole period of our durance up 
to this point, had passed away without weariness, and had in
deed been almost unfelt; while, I may add, that we had been 
under no necessity of inventing any idle amusements for the 
purpose of killing time. Those among the men who were am
bitious, thought, I believe, that it had passed too quickly; since 
they foresaw that the duties of the summer days would render 
it necessary to interrupt the school, before they had made the 
progress of which they were so desirous. 

The retrospect of the past year preseuted a mixed picture of 
good and evil: as if, indeed, this is not the history of human 
life at large. The expedition itself was at one time a thing al
most beyond hope; it had been fitted and despatched by the 
spirited and liberal "London merchant," whose name can 
never be forgotten .. Unexpected, and afterwards unavoidable 
and incorrigible misarrangements, had vexed, detained, and 
disappointed us, had filled the despondent with fears and 
forebodings, and had not left even the more confident with
out anxiety. Yet the end was fal" better than we had hoped; 
it was better than anyone could have expected; since 
we had outstripped in distance our predecessors through 
the same strait, notwithstanding all the advantages, in time 
and in all else, which they had possessed over us. We had 
been in frequent and imminent peril, and had been rescued: 
yet not by efforts of our own: and thus we hoped for the future 
protection which we should still more labour to deserve. If. 
thus far too, we had pursued the "chimera of a north-west 
passage," as it had been termed, there were hopes before"us 
of following it out to a much further result; of ascertaining, at 
last, this unknown portion of the American geography, which, I 
presume, has been long the limit of the hopes of all sensible 
men on this subject. We were in an advanced position, with 
a new summer about to give its earliest notices in no long time: 
and When the period should come to set ·us free, every new step 
would be a new discovery. 

If our reflections also turned to England, it was not to regret 
an Idle promis~ that .we might possibly return by the new year;. 
but we were dlsappomted that we had found no means of send
ing ~n account of ourselves since our departure from the 
Damsh settlement at Holsteinborg, in July. We had met nG 
whalers: but, considering what our course and the season had 
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been, these ships could easily inform our friends, that not to 
have met with us was no reason for doubting of our security; 
while all knew that we were provided with a winter home, with 
all indeed tlmt our own homes could have furnished, in the 
wreck anlil the stores of the Fury. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

COMMENCEMEl'T OF THE YEAR J 830-FIRST MEETING WITH THE 
ESQUIMAUX ON THIS COAST-DESCRIPTION 01' THEIR VILLAGE, 
AND OF THEIR SOCIETY AND MANNERS-THEY ARE ·ENTER
TAINED ON BOARD-COMMUNICATE SOME GEOGRAPHICAL INFOR

MATION, AND PROMISE MORE. 

JAN. L 1830. The new year commenced with serene and beau
tiful weather, and it was mild, though"ijle thermometer was at 
minus 160, falling afterwards to 220. The meridian sky dis
played the beautiful tints of a summer evening, but of a cha
racter different from any thing occurring in more southern 
dimates; the distant hills on t.he horizon being ofa nearly scar
let hue, while a glowing purple sky above, gradually darkened 
into a shade deeper than an analogous twilight would produce 
in· England. This second holiday of the Christmas season was 
<:elebrated by the same indulgencies to the men; who contrived 
for themselves a concert of about the same quality as their ball ; 
each of them, however, being in very just and harmonious pro
portion to our apartments, our establishment, and our climate; 
and having therefore the merit of fitness at least. But what 
matters the mode, if people can make themselves innocently 
1lappy? At home, it is probable, half of them would have been 
intoxicated; that being the exelusive road to llappiness in the 
estimation of our eountrymen; but I cannot help thinking with 
Froissart, that although this is the usage of Britain, it is to en
joy ourselves" bien tristement;" while it were well if this was 
the worst result. 

Jan. 2; last night the thermometer underwent many chan~es 
within a fccw hours, without any apparent cause, and there was 
a remarkable halo round the moon. On cutting through the 
iee, it was found to be five feet four inches thick, giving an in
crease of nearly three feet during the last month, unless, as was 
possible, SOUle loose pieces had been floated in beneath the 
field, by the tide, and there attached. The wind increased to
day with gloomy weather, and the cold was severely felt, though 
the temperature was not lower than ]9°. The next day it was 
milder, because calmer; the temperature being the same at 
first, though aftei'wards rising to 11°. ,It was Sunday, and was 
spent as usual, . 

Jan. 4; there was some snow from the southward, with an 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 155 

ovcrcast sky; and th.c thermometer rose to minus 7°. Thc 
rocks that had been laid bare were.once more covenid, so that 
all thft landscape was one indiscriminate surface ofwhitc ; pre
senting, together with the solid and craggy sea, alt equally 
whitened by the new snow, the dreariest prospect that it is 
possible to conceivc, while unaccompanied by.a single circum
stance of the picturesque, or any thing capable of exciting the 
smallest interest. Such it is indeed, almost every where in 
this wretched country, and, above all, in winter. The voyager 
may be a painter, or he may be a poet; but his talents at de
scription: will here be of no value to him; unless he has the 
hardihood to invent what there is not to see. 

Jan. 5; we thought there was a visible increase of the meri
dian: twilight yesterday: but this day was overcast and dark, 
though calm, and therefore mild ; the average temperature 
being minus 80 , and the greatest heat minus 40 • The ~hickness 
of the weathcr, increasing in the evening, turned out provok
ing; but did not finally prevent us from getting an occultation 
of Aldebaran by the moon, together with one of Capella, and 
some others of importance. It happened that the hares ap
peared in numbers to-day, and ~)De was shot: a circilmstance 
worth noticing, because, in the former expeditions, they had 
never been found so late in the season as January. The fabri
cation of a snow staircase, with a wall, found useful employ
ment as well as amusement for the men, who had learned to 
pride themselves in the beauty and perfection of .thcir icy 
architecture and masonry. . 
. The wind shifting to the northward, it became vcry cold; 

but the sky was brilliant with rcd and purplc tints in great 
variety. ' Jan. 6; a measurement of thc thickness of the ice 
confirmed our former suspicions ;it was foul1d to be but four 
feet and a half thick; but even this is a greater thickness, by 
half a foot, than. lmd been found at the same period of the year 
in former .voyages, while the cause was, probably, the greater 
shallowness of the Water. Another obscure autora made its 
appearance in the zenith. On t.he following day, a brilliant 
sky at ten in the morning presented an entirely new aspect; 
the space above the setting moon being of a rich golden colour, 
and that neaf the sun's place displaying a bright silvery tint; 
both of them the reverse of what is the usual rule in other 
climates. 

Jan. 8; the wind increased, with a snow drift; but a fine 
night allowed us to make many useful observations on transits 
.and other matters. The. sky presented the same colouring, 
and the thermometer was at minus 260 • Again, many of'the 
rocks on the hills were cleared of their snow by tne wind; and 
the men were employed to-day as well as yestenday in bring
·ing gravel to the ice, preparatory to the cutting of a canal 
which we intended for the exit of our ship when the time 
should arrive. 
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Jan. 9; going on shore this morning, one of the seamen in~ 
formed me that strangers were seen from the observatory. I 
proceeded accordingly in the direction pointed out,and soon 
saw four Esquimaux near a small iceberg, not far from ~he 
land, and about a mile from the ship. They retreated behmd 
it as soon as they perceived me: ~ut as I approached, the 
whole party came suddenly out of their shelter, forming in a 
body of ten in front and three deep, with one man detached, 
on the land side, who was apparently sitting in a sledge. I 
therefore sent back my companion for Commander Ross to join 
me, together with some men, who were directed to keep at a 
distance behind him. Proceeding then alone, to· within a hun
dred yards, I found that each was armed with a spear and a 
knife, but saw no bows and arrows. . 

Knowing that the word of salutation between meeting tribes 
was Tin!a tima, 1 hailed them in their own· language, and was 
answered by a general shout of the same kind; the detached 
man being tben ealled in front pf their line. The rest of my 
party now coming up, we advanced to within sixty yards, and 
then threw our guns away, with the cry of Aja Tima; being 
the usual method, as we had learned it, of opening a friendly 
commulJicatioll. On this, they threw their knives and spears 
into the air in every direction, returning- the shout Aja, and 
extending their arms to show that they also were without wea
pons. But as they did not quit their places, we advanced, and 
embraced in succession all those iI,! the front li)'Je, stroking down 
their dress also~ and receiving from them in return this esta
blished ceremony of friendship. This seemed to produce great 
delight, expressed on all hands by laughing, and clamour, and 
strange gestures,while we· immediately found ourselves esta
blished in tbeir unhesitating confidence. 

Commander Ross's experience was here of great use; and, 
being informed that we were Europeans (Kablunoo) they an
swered that they were men Innuit. Their numbers amounted 
to thirty-one; the eldest, called lIlicta, being sixty-five years 
of age, six others between forty and fifty, and twenty of them 
between forty and twenty; the number being made up by four 
boys. Two were lame, and, with the old man, were drawn by 
H,e others on sledges: one of them having lost a leg, from a 
bear as we understood, and the otber having a broken or dis
eased tbigh. They were all well dressed, in excellent deer
skins chiefly; the upper garments double, and encircling the 
body, reacbing, in front, from the chin to the middle of the 
thigh, and having a cape behind to draw over the head while 
the skirt hung down to the calf of the leg, in a peak not'unlike 
that of a soldier's coat of former days. The sleeves covered 
~be fingers; and, of t!Ie two skins which compo~ed all this, the 
mner one had the hair next the body, and the outer one-inthe 
reverse direction. They had two pairs of boots OD, wit\:! the 
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hairy side of both turned in wards; and above them, trousers 
'of deerskin, reaching very low on the leg; while some of them 
had shoes outside of their boots, and had sealskins' instead of. 
those of deer, in their trousers. , 

With this immense superstructure of clothes, they seemed a 
much larger people than they really were. All of them bore 
spears, looking not much unlike a walking stick, with a ball of 
wood or i.voryat one end, and a point of horn at the other. On 
examining the shafts, however, they were found to be formed 
of smaH pieces of wood, or ofthe bones of animals, joined to
gether very neatly. The knives'that we first saw, consisted of 
bone or reindeer's horn, without point or' edge, forming a very 
inoffensive weapon; but we soon discovered that each of them 
had, hanging at his back, a much more effective knife pointed 
with iron, and SO}I)e also edged with that metal. One of them 
proved also to be formed orthe blade of an English claspknife, 
having the maker's mark on it, which had been so fixed as to 
be converted into a dagger. 

This was a proof of communication with the tribes that 
trade with Europeans, if that was,not the case with themselves. 
Commander Ross did not indeed recognise among them any 
of his former acquaintances, while he was evidently unknown 
to them; but when he mentioned the names of places in ,Re
pulse bay, they immediately understood him and pointed in 
that direction. He could also make out that they had come 
from the southward, and had seen the ship the day before, that 
their huts were at some distance to the northward, and that 
they had left them only in the morning. 

Having no foresight of these visiters, we had of course no 
presents at hand for them, and we thel'efore sent a man back 
to the ship for thirty-one pieces of iron hoop, that there might 
be a gift for each individual. But, in' the mean time, they con
sented to accompany us on board, and we soon arrived at our 
snow wall. At this they expressed no surprise; it was, indeed, 
too much like their own work to excite any; nor did they show 
any of those marks of astonishment, at either the ship itself or 
the quantity of wood and iron before them, which, we had 
found among the northern savages of Baffin's bay in 1818. It 
was evidlmt that they were no strangers to even an abundance 
of these materials. 

The present of the iron excited universal delight. In return, 
they offered us their spears and knives, which, to their equal 
astonishment and satisfaction, we refused. We could now 
easily see that their appelhance was very superior to our own; 
being at least weB clothed, and far better fed; with plump 
cheeks, of as rosy a colour as they could be under so dark a 
'skin. Like the 'other tribes of Eilquimaux, their good-natured 
faces were of a regular oval" the eyes dark and approachtng 
each other, the nose small, and the hair black: nor were their 
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sJdns of so dark a copper tint as those which I had formelly 
seen in the north. They seemed a cleaner people too; and 
what I had not seen before, their hair was cut short, and ar
ranged in no careless manner, 

Their drcsses were made with peculiar neatness; and some 
were ornamented with fringes made of sinews,or with strings 
of small bones. The skihs of gluttons, ermines, and grey seals, 
hung at the breast, seemed also to be ornamental appurtenances. 
Their sledges were singularly rude; the sides consisting of 
pieces of bone tied round and enclosed by a skin, and the cross 
bars on the top being made of the fore legs of a deer. One of 
them was but two feet long, and fourteen inches wide, the 
others were between three and four feet in length. On the 
under part of the runner, there was a coating of ice attached 
to the skin, rendering their motion very easy. 

Three of the men were, after this, introduced into the cabin, 
where, at length, they showed abundant signs of wonder . The 
engravings, representing their countrymen, selected from the 
several former voyages, gave them great delight, as they in
stantly recognised them to be portraits Qftheir own race. The 
looking-glasses, as usual, were, however, the chief source of 
astonishment, as especially, was a siglJt of themselves in our 
largest mirror. Scarcely less surprise was excited by the lamp 
and the candlesticks; but they never once s'howed a desire to 
possess themselves of any thing; receiving" merely, what was 
offered, with signs of thankfulness that could not be mistaken. 
They did not relish our preserved meat; but one who ate a 
morsel seemed to do it as a matter of obedience, saying it 
it was very good, but admitting, on being cross questioned 
by Commander Ross, that he bad sa·id what was not true; on 
which, all the rest, on receiving permission, threw away what 
they had taken. But the same man, on being offered some 
oil, drank it with milch satisfaction, admitting 1hat. it was 
really good. Thus admirably are the tastes of aU'these tribes 
adapted to their compulsory food, and tlleir views of happi
ness to the means of it which have been provided; nor, as
suredly, had these men, amidst their blubber and their oil, 
their dirty diet and villainous smells, any reason to envy the 
refined tables of the south; as, among those, they would not 
only have experienced disgust, but felt pity for our barbarism 
and ignorance; while if they had been induced to partake, it 
could have been only uri del' the impulse of starvation. 

In succession, three more were treated in the same manner, 
while the first set proceeded to amuse the rest with what they 
had seen. A short race was also run between one ofth€m and 
~n officer of Glur party; but with so much and such equal po
lIteness on both sides, that there was no victor to be declared. 
The violin being afterward produced, they joined our men in 
in dancing; and thus seemed, whether it was the fact or not, 
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to have a much gr~atel' relish for music than had generally 
been found among the other tribes hy' our predecessors. 

It being how necessary to separate, we proposea to accoUl
pany them part of the way to their huts, the direction of which 
the-y pointed out; making us understand that their wiv~, chil
dren, . .d,ogs, and sledges, were all at h£)me, and that they had 
abundance of provisions. During our walk we met a seal hole 
on the ice, and they·showed us the use of the spear in enlarg
ing it forthe reception of a twig of ash or birch, together with 
their method of throwing that weapon. But we could not 
make out by such inquiries, what was of chief importance to 
us, namely the direction of any open sea. They, indeed, 
pointed to the north as being the place in question; but not 
being able to understand from thcm what Jay to the southward 
and westward, we were obliged to defer further questions to 
another dll-Y. Having proceeded about two miles, we now 
made a mark on. the ice as the place of rendezvous on the fol
lowing day, when tbey were made to understand that we 
should visit their huts: a proposal which was received with 
tpe highest satisfaction. )Ve parted u.nder the same ceremo
nies which had attended our meeting. 

This was a most satisfactory day; for we hud given up all 
expectations of meeting inhabitants in this place; while we 
knew that it was to the natives that we must look for such 
geographical information as would assist us in extricating our
selves from our difficulties and in pui'suing our course. It was 
for philosophers to interest themselves inspeeulating on a 
horde so small, and so secluded, occupying so apparently 
bopt:lless a country, so barren, so wild, and so repulsive; and 
yet enjoying the most perfect vigour, the most well fed 
health,' and all else that here constitutes, not merely 
wealth, but the opulence of luxury; since .they were as amply 
furnished with provisions, as with every other thing that co'uld 
be necessary to their wants. And if the moralist is inclined 
to speculate on the naturea~d distribution of happiness in 
this world, onthe admirable adaptation found, here as else
where, between. the deSIres and the means of gratification, 
the pious oDe will )1ot forget the Hand, which under the most 
apparently hopeless circumstances, thus spreads for His crea
tures, a table in. the wilderness. 

After divine service, wh1ch, for that pu.rpose, we held un
usuallyearJy, we proceeded to PElrform our promise, though 
the thermometer had fallen to minus 37°. We found the na
tives .at the appointed pI'ace, and, on approacbing, one, who, 
appeared to be. a Jeader or chief, came a hundred yards in 
advance, holdillg up his arms to show that he b8;d no wea
pons. We th,erefore tbrew away our guns;i on whIch .. all the 
rest in the rear"threw their w.arlike instruj:uents intp,the: air, 
as they had, done before, and, with the usu~J exclamations, 
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waited our approach. ' The number ,was now increased by 
about twenty children, and we went through the usual forms 
of salutation. 

The village soon ,appeared, consisting of twelve snow huts, 
erectoo at the bottom of a little bight on the shore, about two 
miles and a half. from <the ship. They had the appearance of 
inverted basins, and 'v ere placcd without any order; each of 
them having a long crooked appendage, in which w,as the 
passage, at the entrance of which were the women, wIth the 
female children and infants. We were soon invited to visit 
these, for whom we had prepared presents of glass beads and 
needles; a distribution of which soon drove away the timidi
ty which they had displayed at our first appearance. 

The passage, always long, and gradually crooked, led to 
the principal apartment, which was a circular dome, being 
ten feet in diameter wIlen intended for one family, and an 
oval of fifteen by ten where it lodged two. Opposite the 
doorway there was a bank of snow, occupying nearly a third 
of the breadth of the al'ea, about two feet and half high, level 
at the top, and covered by various, skins; forming the gene
ral bed or sleeping place for the whole. At the end of this sat 
the mistress of the house, opposite to the lamp, which being of 
moss and oil, as is thc universal custom in these regions gave 
a sufficient flame to supply both light, and heat; so that the 
apartment was perfectly comfortable. Over the himp was the 
cooking dish of stone, containing the flesh of deer and of 
seals, with oil; and of such provision there seemed no want. 
Every thing else, dresses, implements, as well as provisions, 
lay about in unspeakable confusion, showing that order, at 
least, was not in the class of their virtues. ' 

It was much more interesting to us to find, that among this 
disorder there were some fresh salmon; since, when they 
could find this fish, we were "Sure that it would also furnish us 
with supplies which we could not too much multiply. On 
inquiry, we were informed that they were abundant; and we 
had, therefore, the prospect of a new amusement, as well as of 
a valuable market at the mere price of our labour. They now 
offered' us, in return for our presents, any : thing which we 
might choose; and we accordingly sele:lted some spears; and 
some bows with their arrows; together with an ear ornament 
of iron ore, being a ball attaclled to a string, and some spe
cimens for our collection of natural history; the former ob
ject being rendered more ornamental by some foxes' teeth 
that we attached to it, with a fringe of sinews in addition. 
Some more Deedles, which we now added to our fOlmer gifts, 
served to gain their unreserved confidence and friendship. 

Of these huts, built entirely of snow, I must add, that they 
were all lighted by a large oval piece of clear ice,fixed about 
halfway up on the eastern side of the roof; while the varia-
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tions among the different ones that we inspected were trifling. 
But we also saw afterwards, what had escaped us before where 
there was so little light to discern any thing, that abdut the 
middle of each passage was an antechamber leading into a re
cess for the dogs. It was obvious, too, that the external aper
ture could be turned at any time, so as to be always on the lee 
side, and thus prevent the wind from entering. We found that 
these huts had been but just erected: they were scarcely a day 
old; so that the architectural processes of this country did not 
occupy much time. It was also as'certained, that their winter 
stock of seal and reindeer w';'s buried· in the snow, that this 
store was laid up in the summer, and that they rllturned to it 
in the winter. Hitherto, this practice had not been found 
among the natives of these countries; whether overlooked or 
not, we could not decide. 

The females were certainly not beautiful: but they were, at 
least, not inferior to their husbands, and were not less well 
behaved. All above thirteen years of age seemed to be mar
ried; and there appeared three or four such in eyery house, 
whether belonging to one establisbment or not, we were not 
sure, but appearing to be the young wives in a house where 
there was one old one. Their stature was short, and they were 
much inferior in dress and neatness to the men; their hair 
especially being in a matted and disordered state. Their fea
tures wrre mild, and their cheeks, like those of the men, rud
dy; one girl of thirteen was even considered to have a pretty 
face. All were tatooed to a greater or less extent, chiefly on 
the brow, and on each side of the mouth and chin: this orna
ment consisting in lines alone, witbout any peculiar fig-ures, and 
thus conforming to the usages of the north-western Esqu'imaux 
of America, as they have been described by different voyagers. 
Their dress did not differ materially in form from that of the 
men; except that the outer garment had a peak before as weU 
as behind, while some were ornamented with fringes of shred 
skins. 

The important inquiries were now, h,owever, to be made; 
and the answers, containing mixed good and evil news, were 
of the following nature. 'They were acquainted with Igloolik, 
Winter island, and R'epulse bay, and had left Ackoolee, a sta
tion opppsite to the latter, only thirteen days before; having 
come to this place to be nearer to the open water, which they 
informed us lay at some distance to the northward. They,said 
that the labd to the eastwa):d was an island named Kajaktaga
vik, and that they had conle along the coast to the westward 
o.ftij;, where there were several great rivers; but we could not 
exTctly discover whether thert) was a passage to the southward 
of that island or~of the south point now in view. This w.as e~
pecially vexatious; as our hope of a further progress lay III thIS 
direction, and as we could not doubt that the land to the east
ward was the American continent. 
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They further informed us that there were plent,y of musk 
oxen on the hills to the southward, and that the rem deer all 
came this way in April: while the skin of a gl~tton ~hich we 
bought from them proved the presence of thIS ammal also. 
Thcir method of hunting reindeer, as they described it, is pre
cisely that which is adopted in other parts of this country ; an~ 
as it has often been minutely stated, I need only say that It 
consists in aping the appearance of the animal, by means of 
two men, the foremost carrying the head and horns over his 
own; thus g'iving them unsuspected access, even within the 
herd. . 

The attempt to make a drawing of this village excited much 
uneasiness at first: but they were satisfied as soon as the pur
pose was explained, and were delighted with the identity of 
the representation when the sketch was finished; each recog
nising his 'own house. It being then time to think of return
ing, many of the people offered to accompany us, and we took 
leave of the women and children; inviting the lame ma}1 to 
come on the following day, that he might be examined by our 
surgeon. Eight of the men attended us to our ship, and while 
six were turned over to the care of the seamen, we invited the 
two leaders to our own cabin dinner. 

Much astonishment was of course excited by the knives, 
plates, and other furniture of the table; and if thf'ir taste was 
not improved since the day before, while ithad probably, then, 
only been taken by surprise, they at least relished the soup, 
and, with scarcely any awkwardness, immediately learned the 
use of the spoon, They were at least good mimics, since, after 
observing our proceedings for a little while, they equally found 
out the management of the knife and fork, shortly using these 
as if they had been long accustomed to them. They seemed 
now to relish the preserved meat, as they did some salmon, 
more naturally: but they did not like the salt· meat, and equally 
rejected pudding, rice, and cheese. Having dined, they de
sired to rise, and we attended them forward to their compa
nions, who had b',~en equally well treated by the sailors, when 
we found them all dancing together. 

As we were returning to the ship with them, before these 
adventures, a very cold blast of wind came down a valley, when 
one of them observed that the frost had seized one of my cheeks, 
on which he immBdiately made a snowball and rubbed it,thus 
certainly saving me from a disagreeable sore, at least. After 
this, he continued always near me, frequently reminding me to 
put my lland to the same part, for fear of a recurrence of the 
attack. This was good-natured, and aided, with all else, to 
give us a favourable impression of these people: whilt- they 
all .shared the same dispositions, in aiding to carry our tllings, 
as If tbey could not do too much to oblige us. 

Jan. ll; the morning was clear, but cold, with the thermo-
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'meter at min'us 3f>o; while, expecting our new friends, we did 
not go out. At one o'clock the man who had lost his leg, whose 
name was Tulluahiu, a'trived, with another, very intelligent 
nativ;e, called Tiagashu, drawing him on a sledge. On exa
mining the stump, the surgeon found it a sound one, long heal
ed, while, the knee being bent, there was no difficulty in ap
plying a wooden leg. The carpenter was therefore sent for to 
measure him; while, anticipating the purpose, he expreSsed 
the greatest delight. As they seemed now to be unusually 
communicative, the chart was produced, when it appeared that 
they were acquainted with every place between Igloolik and 
Repulse bay, or with their names at least, and with those of 
some' of the inhabitants. When Ackoolee was mentioned and 
pGinted out in the . chart, they immediately recognised their 
own position and that of the ship. 

One of them, Tulluahiu, then took the pencil and drew the 
line by which they came, afterwards making spots on it, and 
counting their fiJ;lgers to show that they had slept only nine 
times on the journey. Tiagashu then drew a line of coast round 
which we could sail in the autumn; this' being in a westerly 
direction, and including several capes, bays, and rivers; whi10 
off it, were drawn several islands, in one of which he placed a 
lake: during which demonstration he further pointed out where 
salmon an'd other fish abounded. After this, his draught of the 
coast took a northerly direction, considerably beyond'our pre
sent pos~tion, and notIess to the westward ofit ~ while his esti
mate of the distance was two days; adding, that here also there 
were rivers running into the sea . 

. The first man then resumed the pencil, and drew several large 
lakes in that part of the country where we were now fixed; 
further noting places where we 'shonld find natives, and draw
ing a route by which he could go over land to the salt water in 
nine days. They, lwwever, told us that one of their party was 
a much better geographer than themselves, and promised that 
we should see him. This philosophical discussion being at an 
end, they informed us that eighteen of their meri had gone out 
to kill seals, but that it was too cold for the women and chil~ 
dren: and we then amused them till dinner time with the en
gravings in the preceding voyages. They seemed to recognise 
all the names, as if they had, a.t least, heard of the persons 
mentioned, thClUgh they had not seen them; and, had we 
known their language better, we should doubtless have found 
that the science of being acquainted with whatever may discre~ 
dit otie's neighbour is as well understood here as in an English 
couritry town; and that it is not even necessary to be very 
near neighb(HirS to.be very intermeddling, and as malicious as 
possible. I should be very glad to find,'that in this conjecture 
I had done our new friends injustice,: about our own }Iome; at 
it would be far more desirable to be proved in the wrong. 
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In our cabin the snuffers proved a great object of attraction;' 
but still more' effect was produced by a large reading-glass, 
throuO'h whicb when held between them, each saw his friend's 
face ~agnified'beyond all understanding, .Such are the de
lights of novelty, and thus does the curiosity of pure ignorance 
ever find new gratifications. But we who, here, know every 
thing, knowing even what we have not seen or learned. have 
contrived to get rid of the~e pleasures; it is even to be feared 
that the" schoolmastcr abroad" will shortly find his place a 
mere sinecure; so universally does knowledge seize, even on 
those who do not take the trouble to pursue it. It is almost a 
proverb, tbat there is no royal road .to science; but a road as 
brief as royalty could have desired, without being able to com
mand it, has been found by those to Vi hom the privileges of 
knowledge cease to be odious whenever they ean themselves 
exert those, 

Fortunately, thus far, for our new guests, there was no penny 
science, in this land oflittle light, to interfeQl with their admi
ration; it was absolute, as that of their countrymen had been 
the day before: though one bad effect at least of their ignor
~nce was displayed in their abhorrence of plum pudding, with 
which we had vainly hoped to regale stomachs accustomed to 
find blubber a sweatmeat, and train oil favourable to maras
chino. This, indeed, we had not to give them; but our brandy 
was as odious as our pudding; and they have yet, therefore, 
to acquire the taste which has, in ruining the morals, hastened 
the extermination of their American neighbours to the south_ 
ward. If, however, these tribes must finally disappear, as seems 
their fate, it is at le,ast better that they should die gradually by 
the force of rum, than that they should be exterminated in 
masses by the fire and the sword of Spanish conquest, since 
there is a! least some pleasure, such as it is, in the mean time, 
while there is also a voluntary, if slow suicide, in exchange for 
murder and misery. Is it not the fate of tIle savage and the 
uncivilized on this earth to give way to the more cunning and 
the better informed, to knowledge and civilization? It is the 
order of the world and the right one : nor will all the lamenta
tions of a mawkish philanthropy, with its more absurd or .cen~ 
surable efforts', avail one jot against an order of things as wise 
as it is, assuredly, established. All which it is our duty to 
provide for, is, that this event be not hastened by oppression 
and wrong, that it may not be attended by the suffering of in
dividuals. 

But amid these depressive reflections, the time came to end 
our entertainment and send our company home; the carriage 
such as it was, being in waiting. We explained that the ne~ 
leg would ~e r~ady in three days, whe~ we lJOped for the plea
sure of trymg It on; and then, presentmg them each with one 
of the empty meat canisters, they took their departure in high 
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glee. It is delightful to be able to overwhelm the needy with 
gold'; not less so. I imagine, when it is done at no cost; and 

'here we had made these poor men as rich and as happy, with 
what was little better than an old sauce-pan, as if our canisters 
had been made of silver, and were to bc purchased with g·old. 
Let no man imagine that. he knows what a present is worth, 
till he has found what happiness can be prodnced. by. a blue 
bead, a yellow bntton,a needle, or a piece of an old iron 
hoop. 

A very cold breeze prevented us from escorting them on their 
journey, as we had intended. We did nothing else on this 
day, but remove some small stores out of the way, lest they 
should tempt these hitherto honest people, and thus make us 
guilty of teaching them a vice to which they appeared stran
gers-a vice common among all savages, and too much so, even' 
in some of tl;ds race, as we 'are assured· by the experience of 
many navigators. 
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CH AP TER XVII. 

RECEIVE MORE GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FROM ONE OF THE 
NATIVES CALLED IKMALLIK-CONTINUE OUR COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH THEM-PURE MERCUltY FREEZES AT LENGTH, AT - MINUS 
390~THE FIRST SUNRISE OF THE YEAR-DEATH OF THE AR

MOURER---END OF THE MONTH AND SUMMARY. 

THE promised hydrographer, IkmaJlik, came to us this rna-ru
ing, January 12, 1830, accompanied by Tiagashu, and they 
were taken into the cabin, six others who attended them being 
turned over to the care of the men. The first information which 
we received was, tllat they had killed several seals on the day 
before, at the seal holes; tht' method being, as many readers 
perhaps already know, to tra-nsfix them by the spear, when the 
agitation of the signal twig that is placed in the hole of the ice 
shows that they have come up to breathe. Thus is the cun
ning"of even the lowest of mankind an overmatch for the wis
dom of the wisest animal: though neither our friends of this 
country, nor the animal which they outwit, are to be ranked in 
the extremes of these classes. 

Some paper containing a sketch of the land already known 
between Repulse bay and Prince Regent's inlet, was now laid 
before them, with the names of the different places marked. 
These were at once recognised, and Ikmallik then taking the 
pencil, proceeded to prolong the sketch from Akullee, foIIow~ 
ing, very nearly, for a very considerable space, the line already 
traced by Tulluahiu. After this, he prolongcd it still further 
westward, instead of turning to the north, as the latter had 
done; then continuing it to the J;lorth-west, in a direction more 
favourable to our views. He did not, however, insert the 
islands; nor could we discover how many days it was estimated 
from the end of his chart to Akullee near Repulse bay; but he 
drew Wager bay and its river very correctly, making also se
veral other rivers. He further gave us to understand that our 
ship could sail that way till the autumn; and with this infor
mation we were obliged, for the present, to be content. 

We showed our new friends the engravings_ of the natives 
:WlJ,O had beeIl: known and dra~n in the pre~eding voyages, be
mg those which had been displayed to our first visitors' re
peating their names at the same time. The names wer~ re
cognised as before, but botli of !hem expressed surprise at the 
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difference of aspect and style between those persons and them
selves; while, but for the beards, they were inclined to believe 
them' portraits of women. This leader, Ikmallik, was a strong 
acti ve man, about five feet ten inches high; being the paragon 
of the party, and, indeed, among these tribes, a man of unusual 
power and stature. The same presents sent them all home, 
happy and thankful. I 

Jan. 13; a thermometer at minus 350 made this a really cold 
day; but the wind was not such as to prevent us from perform
ing the promise we had made, to accompany the natives o,n a 
seal-hunting expedition. We DIet them accordingly, about 
lJalfway from their village, unarmed, and they; turned back 
quite delighted when told that we meant to proceed to their 
huts. A sharpe breeze then springing up against us, the dan
ger of being frost-bitten became considerable: on which they 
all undertook to watch us, giving notice whenever it was 
necessary to 'apply our hands to any part of our faces that were 
in danger of suffering/. that we might rub them for restoring 
the circulation., ' 

The wome'n had lost much of their timidity, oil this our se
cond visit; and finding that the sltal-hunting party was ab'sent, 
we entered Tulluahiu's hut, where we met a kind reception' 
from his mother, Wife, daughter, and two young children, 
forming his apparent family. A complete female dress had 
been made ready as a PI escnt for me; being of the materials 
and construction already described, with an appearance of un
usual care in adjusting the symmetry of the skins, so that the 
colours s,hould correspond on each ,side; while there was a 
fringe below, and a border of white round the hood and the 
openjngs for the arms. I had DO doubt that it was a first-rate 
specimen of mantua-making; and it was my business to esti
mate it as it London lady would have done the loftiest pro~ 
duction 'Of the highest dress-maker in the calendar offashion. 
In return, I presentt'd this'generous lady with a silk handker
chief; being the article, of all that I had shown her, which at- ' 
tracted her chief admiration. I soon found too, thai this per
sonage, woman though she was, did not want a knowledge of 
geography, and that also, of a different nature from which she 
might have acquired in an English boarding-school, through 
the question book and "the use of the globes." Tiriksiu, for 
that was her name, perfectly comprehended the chart; and 
being furnished with the means, drew one of her own, very 
much resembling it, but with many more islands: adding also 

,the places where we must illeep iJ:), our future progress, and 
those where' food was to be obtain.ed. On these points, at 
least, it was an emendation of the knowledge we had al~ 
tained before. 

The hunting party now returned, with a large white seal: 
while the rest of our crew also joined US, h~ving experienced 
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the same kind treatment wherever they had heen, and having: 
seen amonO' the people, large quantities of venison and .fish 
whidh had ~vidently been buried in the snow. The politeness 
of the natives, as it must be esteemed, caused a party to ac
company our men on their way, in apparent. return for the 
same civility before shown by us; but, after a tIme, they asked 
leavc to depart, and we separated with tIle usual noisy forms. 
H was settled at the same time, that Tulluahiu should come 
for Ilis wooden le~ the next day, wbile the Jest were to resume 
their seal bunting. It was exceedingly cold on our way back 
to,the ship, and I did not escape without losing some skin 
from one check. We had seen three ptarmigans in the morn
ing, but it was in vain that we tried to start them again on 
our return. I 

Jan. 14; the thermometer fell from its station of minus 330 last 
evening, to 380 ; and as the breeze made it very cold, I doubted 
if our patient would keep his appointment. He came, how
ever, by noon, accompanied by his friend Otookiu, whose wife 
Kuanga, together with an elderly woman, four men, arid two 
boys, completed the party .. The three principals were taken 
into the cabin; as we could ~ere accommodate no more, and 
the rest were left in charge of the mate. The wooden leg was 
then fitted, to ascertain whether the length was correct; and 
as it had, after this, to be finished, the man for whom it had 
been made was desired to return on the following day. A re
examination ofthe chart added little to our previous informa
tion; but what we could conclude was, that there was a great 
bay between Akutlee and this place, and that if there was any 
opening to the westward, it must be a very narrow one. 

That they knew what it was to delineate land, was evident 
because they drew the lakes near Repulse bay very accurately, 
together with the places of several inlets and rivers on the 
coast, both to the southward and westward. They had lleard 
of the sea houses of tbe otqer ESfJuimaux, but had not seen 

,them; and thence, while we concluded that they had never 
been on the east coast, so we inferred that this tribe does 110t 
travel out of the limits of this bay, though we could not yet be 
sure of the nature of their mode of life and migration. 

Desiring to go at one o'clock, the rest,of ,the party were 
called from below: and we were entertained to fi~d that tht' 
mate had prevailed on the elderly dame to have her hair cut, 
and combed, and arranged; the result making such an advan
tageous change in her appearance, that all of them desired to 
undergo the same operations. This was an unusual display of 
ambition and taste among these trihes; making me regret that 
I had 110t provided myself wi th a stock of combs, as pres.ents ; 
but the string of beads which I gave to each of the women 
was probably of more value in their eyes, if of far less use. 

Jan. 15; we tried some mercury, known to he pure, and it 
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froze. This was the test of a temperature of 39° minus; and as 
the thermometer by which we were now observing stood at the 
same mark, we were satisfied with its accuracy, as far as this 
point at least. It fell afterwards to 40°, being, hitherto, our 
lowest degree. The meridional horizon was less clear than 
usual, so that we derived much less advantage from the sun's 
noonday twilight. The two men of yesterday came alone; 
it was understood that the rest had gone to hunt for seals. The 
promised Jeg· being now complete, was fitted on; and there 
was little time lost in finding its use and value; as the disabled 
person soon began to strut about the cabin, in apparent ecsta
sy; with more reason certainly to be delighted with his pre
sent, than all others united, with what they had rcceived. All 
the surgery ofthis case lay indeed with the carpentcr; not the 
worst operator, I believe, in this compound profession; but I 
doubt if any effort of surgery ever gave more satisfaction than 
we had thus conferred, in reproducing a man fully serviceable 
once more to himself and his community. 

The gratitude, however, in this case, took a very amusing 
course; yet, though somewhat ludicrous to us, it was natural 
in them, who had no reasons to"doubt their own medicinal 
knowledge; wltiIe the only medical superiority that we har] yet 
displayed, consisting in a greater command oftimber and tooh 
chiefly, was not such as to render them suspicious oftheir own 
powers. But whatever the vanity might be, the good will was 
unquestionable. The poor armourer, they saw, was worn to a 
skeleton; and as Otookiu was an Angekok,or conjuror, and 
physician in one, they proposed to apply their charms towards 
the cure of our fast-wasting patient. It is true enough, that 
diseases can be conjured out of a man's body, or mind, as is 
more likely; and that were it not for the power of conjuration, 
physic would want its right hand, even in London, abounding
in other successful Angekoks than the several bold quacks, 
who, each in his own department, heals all the diseases of Ilis 
own peculiar set of gulls. But our poor man's case was too 
serious to permit our counl ':nancing such trifling as this; and 
the proposition was therelore passed by, till it was forgotten 
amid the other objects of attraction by which the attention of 
our new friends was so fully occupied. 

The leg was inscribed with the name of the ship, and. pack
ed up in the sledge, as it was not yet sufficiently familiar for 
a journey of two miles through ice and snow, That we parted 
better friends than ever, cannot be doubted. We learned to
day that Tulluahiu had a brother who was engaged with a 
party further north, whom he intended shortly to join for th6 
purpose of hunting tlie musk ox; tliat there was excellent sal
mon fishing in spring and summer, and that then~ was also 
large fish in the lakes; while he further informed. us, that 
they were to continue for the present in this placG, as tlle-y 

M 
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had taken many seals the day before. We I'egretted'to 
have ascertained, that under the same language; their dialect 
differed much from the vocabularies in the books, and also 
from the Danish dictionary of the Esquimaux tongue which 
we possessed. We 11ad therefore an int~rest in studying it 
seriously, since it was likely to be our chIef future source of 
information: and, in this pursuit, Commander Ross, very na
turally, proved the most apt scholar. 

Jan. 16; three natives came on board to-day, reporting that 
they had killed six seals the day before. Tiagashu, the son of 
the old man of the tribe, was amongst the most intelligent 
that we had. couversed with; but neither of them, after in
specting the chart, added any thing new to our previous in
formation. They were amused, as these people had always 
been, with the sketches which we made of them, and laughed 
heartily at the portraits of the wooden-legged man and his 
companion. Those who had not received tin canisters before, 
as presents, were now treated with one each, and on parting; 
if we understood them rightly, they informed us that they had 
lately seen some of the people from Igloolik. The thermome
ter fell to 42° minus, in the evening, there was an inconspi
cuous aurora. 

Jan. 17; after lJaving been at 430 minus in the morning, the 
temperature rose a few degrees in the course of the day .. Dur~ 
ing divine service, five of the Esquimaux came to the ship; 
and after that was over, they were admitted. That Sunday is 
unknown to them, I need not say. The features of an elderly 
man, Holishaktoo, which were preserved by a portrait, dif
fered considerably from the general character, as if he had 
belonged to a different tribe. They informed us of the capture 
of five more seals; making up the whole week's hunt to eigh
teen, which they considered a successful one, though they 
should even take no more at this time. The presents were re
peated, as before, to those who had not received 'amy';. and two 
of the number were pleased to get rid of their beards under 
the hands of the mate. The rising of a smart wind under this 
temperature, made us invite them to remain for the night; but 
though two were willing to stay, the rest had appointed a seal 
hont, and they all departed. .' 

Jan. 18; there was to-day a violent stQ!m of drift snow, sillce 
the wind of the morning soon I'ose to a gale; and it was con~ 
sequentIy so thick at noon, that we could not see the sun, on 
Which we had calculated. The thermometer, however, rose 
to 320 in the course of the day, and, nine at night, was but 
minus go. It was a day of absolute imprisonmept, of cours·e. 
The wind was much less severe on the following day, having 
been from the north-westward, with the barometer at 28~o or 
thereabouts. 

It did not, therefore, prevent the visit of our friends, as the 
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preceeding one had unquestionable done; three men and two 
boys arriving early in the forenoon, and remained with us a 
few hours; after which they departed, with the usual gratifi
cations. The first fraud attemptt;d on us occurred to-day, but 
it was a sufficiently pardonable one. A boy begged a canister 
for his mother, whose lmsband had already received one; but 
the detection of this scheme only occasioned merriment among 
them: a result which we experienced on many occasions af
terwards. One of the men was distinguished by a row of foxes' 
teeth in his hair, and seemed especially intelligent. It occur
red to me to-day, that we might, by taking a couple of boys 
into the ship, contrive to teach them English, and also, by 
aid of the books furnished by the minister at Holsteinborg, en
able them to learn the art of reading and writing- their own 
language. Thus, should we succeed, they might be rendered 
of essential use hereafter; and I therefore concluded on mak
ing the proposal at the first opportunity. 

Jan. 2(); the gale abated to-day, and the weather became 
settled and clear. Commander Ross and the surgeon paid a 
visit to the native village, and were amused by an exhibition 
of singing and dancing. The sun appeared for the first time, 
after an absence of fifty days, being above half its diameter 
above the "visible horizon; so that we might have seen the up
per limb before, as we had calculated, had the sky been suf
ficiently clear. That however, which gave us pleasure, had 
no such effect on the Esquimaux, to whom the night of this 
region is their day; or to which it is, at least, far preferable, 
since it is of far more value to them in hunting the cunning and 
cautious seals. For this reason they always return home when 
the day broke; complaining ofthe light as their enemy and as 
the cause of a compulsory, not a wilful idleness. After this, 
having informed us that they had marked down some ptarmigans, 
we were induced to proceed on the pursuit of the game, and 
at length contrived to shoot one. It proved, however, to be a 
willow partridge; she\~ing that this bird exists in these regions 
during all seasons of the year. 

The unfortunate armourer, James Maslin, died this evening. 
It had been long ascertained that he was suffering under tu
bercular consumption, and could not survive; so that our re
grets where necessarily limited. That he had been in hospi
tals in England for the same complaint, had been known to us 
from a very early period of our voyage, but not und"er such cir
cumstances as to enable us to send him back. His age was 
forty-five; and he did not quit this life without having been long 
prepared for the event, 

Jan. 21; was calm and c1eal'. A boy and a girl from the 
Esquimaux, in company with some men, paid us a visit. The 
latter was so wrapped up in furs that she made the figure of a 
globe standing dn twa pins; but black piercing eyes, added to 
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two ruddy cheeks and youth, produced a pretty face, wh~re 
our standard of beauty had ceased to be fixed at a very hIgh 
deo-ree. I imaerine that this is a much more tractable stand
ard than is co~monly supposed; and that habit effects? in a 
far shorter time than has been thought, that change lD the 
feeliners on this subject which we vainly suppose can never oc
cur. "Such at least has been the experience of all travellers; 
and the arrangement is unquestionably a wise one, since that _ 
which is the only accessible ought also be the most acceptable. 
This young person was already betrothed, as is the custom of 
this countIT; the affiance being even settled in many cases, 
during extreme infancy, or almost from the birth of the fe
male child. We have all read romances in which tllese early 
contracts have proved unsuccessful: perhaps they succeed bet
ter here, because there is so little variety to distract attention, 
that one wife is equivalent to any other that might be chosen; 
but if the system is not practically very different from that of 
the Turks and Chinese, (presuming the contract to be irrevo
cable, which we ~do not know,) the husband at least sees his 
future bride, can watch her progress upwards, and does not, 
to use a very vulgar phrase, " buy a pig in a sack," like the 
Illan of China, or him of the race of Othman. 

My readers are probably tired of the names of men who can 
have no peculiar interest for them, and whom, like the wri
ters of Indian history, (if these persons would but recollect it, 
which, unfortunately, they never have yet done,) we can dis
tinguish by nothing to make one hard word remembered in 
preference to another. Nor can it much interest anyone, 
whoowas the wife, son, nephew, granddaughter,or:betrothed, 
of whom, when the wedding-day was fixed, or what were the 
politics, gossipings, squabbles, friendships, or parties, in this 
septentrional city. Much, therefore, which we learned, I 
may decline to record: I much doubt if it could entertain even 
the female ancients of an English village: as universal know
ledge "progresses," a new interest will attach to a region so 
robbed of its "natural rights" by nature herself, and news
papers will, of course, approximate this frozen and furred peo
ple to the great fraternity of mankind. It was much more im
portant than all that I might have here told of the yet dormant 
Morning Post ofthis ill-used country, to find that the wooden 
leg had enabled our friend to attend the seal hunt: but as the 
philosophy of our worthy carpenter, Chimhain Thomas, had. 
contrived a more fitting foot to it, for walking on snow, and 
that the said foot was in progress to .completion, he was ap
pointed to come for it on the following day. 

They departed not long after noon; and the remainder of 
the peoples' time was employed in digging the armourer's 
grave. To the professional in this task, there is, in this, no
thing: to us, a small circle, mutually dependcnt, and sepa-
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rated from all the world, it would have been a painful office, 
since it was almost that of 1he parent or brother who digs the 
grave of his dearest relation, on a desert island, not knowing 
when his own 1urn may come to claim the same service from 
those who remain; but our long conviction of the inevitable 
event had blunted those feelings and wearied those reflections. 
The task, however, was executed in silence', at least; and it 
was not for any of us to enquire of the feelings of those who 
were employed in this painful office. 

The sun was really brilliant at noon, and considerably ele
vated: it was a regaling sight; while it also gave a promise 
that could not be broken, the promise of increasing in bright
ness and duration every day. rrhis is indeed a sunrise, tlJOugh 
I;llOre in promise than performance, to which all the splendour 
of morning suns in a southern climate is as nothing. It is an 
ever welcome luminary, undoubtedly, when it first announces 
day, to all at least whom an artificial life has 110t corrupted: it 
is welcome even to them, should chance afford them the means 
of seeing the morning's rise. But it is a far other morning to 
those who have been deprived of the sight of the glorious sun 
for weeks, who have seen little more than a prolonged evening 
for months. Its rise seems a new life; and though it bas here 
finished its almost momentary career before we can well say it 
is here, there is the certainty of a better to-morrow, the assul'
rance that summer is to come, and that it is now truly ap
proaching. 

The twenty-second of January was the fint'st day that we 
had seen for a long time; and though the temperature was at 
minus 350, it was so calm that the cold was little felt. The 
owner of the new leg came to us, with a large party, including 
a flock of boys from five to thirteen years of age: and the new 
foot, being ready, promised so well, that we could scarcely 
prevent him from returning immediately, that he might try its 
powers. The magnitude of the benefit seemed indeed to over
whelm both himself and his friends: and we felt, of' course, 
carpenter and all, the full triumph of superior civilization; as, 
the people themselves evidently admitted that we were a more 
cunning race than they, though we could not equally har
poon seals at an ice hole, nor eat walrus flesh stewed in 
~raill oil. 

Thus much for the useful arts. Navigators have often missed 
that acknowledgement of superiority which they expected in 
the estimation of savage nations, by furnishing them with ob
jects of pure luxury; ana, when, finding their errol' or not, 
they have desired to do better, they have forgotten that new 
wants cannot be formed in a moment, nor old habits broken 
in a haifa day, by a bottle of porter and a beef steak, or an Ull

comfortable pair of breeches: that custom alone, were vanity 
of no account, causes the savage to estimate his own clothill$ 
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or the want of any, at a much higher rate tllan. an which even 
a Stultz could produce, to value and cling to hIS own modes of 
life. and his own food, repulsive as it may be to ourselves, 
far beyond all that can be offered in exchange. A wiser pol~
tician would measure the mind first, and, to that, adapt hIS 
attempts at beneficcnce or improvement. But it is very un
reasonable to expect that all men should be wise; and most 
unreasonable of all, to expect this in improvers and inventors. 
I will not, therefore, note the errors of well-meaning men, to 
whosc plans I need only allude, on this subject; but I am ~ure 
that the simple contrivance of this wooden leg, raised us hIgh
er in the estimation of this people, than all the wonders we 
had shown them, and, undoubtedly, far higher than the supe
rior attainments of all kinds, belonging to us, which they 
could not appreciate. 

It was not politic to exhibit all our wonders at the begin
ning of our acquaintance; and having therefore reserved some
thing for a further display, the apparatus for instantaneous 
light, which was now produced, excited in the phraseology of 
our day of cant phrases, a strong sensation. The interior of a 
watch seemed more than incomprehensible; and we seemed 
in great danger of being reputed among the conjurors: our 
betters in philosophy had acquired the same reputation, but 
two often a very serious one for them, in ages not far removed, 
and amid more light, it must be hoped, than irradiated the 
mental climate of a tribe of Esquimaux. 
In.then~an time, three willow partridges were brouglJt in 

by ,fuy l}ePh~V; we had not chosen that any of the natives 
S~Uld go wit him, being as yet unwilling that they should 
]( ow tbe e .oct of our weapons. The game was however exa
Jj.lined by them very.minutely; and they expressed a g.reat de
sll'~ to know the nature and operation of the guns; questions 
whIch, for the present, we contrived to evade by unintelligible 
explanations. The comparative measmements of their sta
tures. excited much interest among them, and they were ex
ceedmgly clamorous at finding that there was one who mea
sured but four feet ten inches since two of them were five 
feet eight inches high. Their departure left us, once more, 
~o our usual occupations for our own comfort and futme pro
Jects. 

Jan. 23; we had another visit of men and boys. One of 
11le f~rmer was from N eitchiIIee, and had Indian rather than 
EsgUlmaux features. This place, 10 the south-west, they 
eS~lmated at nine days' journey of a sledge: we supposed it 
mIght be a hundred and fifty miles. - The effects of the mag
net were the chief novelty shown this day. The exhibition 
of sn~pdra~on, as it is called, produced also great surprise; 
esp~Cl~lIy III the conjuror, who rewarded us with one of his 
conJunng songs. The use of a pistol was now also at length 
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shown; since it was sooner or later, necessary Sr them to 
know that our arms were superior to their own. 

Jan. 24; from minus 35° yesterday, the temperature rose to 
200 • We had settled that the armourer's funeral should take 
place before the church service; and it was accordingly per
formed with the usual forms and solemnity; an appropriate 
sermon being afterwards selected for that of the day. Fortu
nately, the natives ofrered us no interruption by their visit; 
but, after noon, they arrived, to the amount of fourteen in
cluding five children. The man with the wooden leg had 
walked the whole distance, being two miles and a half, and 
was therefore quite master of his implement. Among them 
was a stranger from another tribe, with his hair in a different 
fashion; but we could not make out the place of his residence. 
The tame fox unfortunately died, from having got access to 
a specimen of the willow partridge, in the preparation of 
which arsenic had been used; thus causing us a double loss. 

Jan. 25; another party came on board, and among them a 
woman with an infant at her back. She was hideously tat
tooed all over the face; and her portrait like that of many 
others, was drawn. Her husband was a stranger, belonging to 
some southern tribe, and knew the names for copper and 
brass; whereas, with the present people, the name for iron 
applied to all. The presents which we made to these also, 
did not prevent the disappearance of a pair of snuffers; though 
we could not ascertain who the culprit was. 

Jan. 26; fifteen of the Esquimaux arrived to-day, with some 
clothing to sell; and they thought themselves amply rewarded 
in receiving a knife for each. To put a check onJheir trouble
some familiarity, I admitted only four into the ship; two of our 
former friends, with their wives. To prevent temptation also, 
all the portable articles which were outside of the ship, llaving 
been placed on the ice for convenience, were brought on 
board; while some men were appointed to watch, in case of 
any attempts at pilfering. Even without the case of the snuf
fers, we had no right to expect absolute honesty among this 
tribe above all others; and, at any rate, were bound to expose 
them to no temptations. After their departl\re we took our 
walk, and found a raven feeding on a hare which we had pro
bably wounded to death in some of our excursions. The tem
perature was at 340 minus. 

Jan. 27; another set of visitors brought two more dresses, 
which we purchased at the same price, together with a seal
skin, valued at a piece of an iron hoop. We had of course, 
the troub-Ie of the usual office of showmen: but to our further 
inquiries about Neitchillee the only answer we could get was, 
that there was alal'ge river, with plenty of fis]). They had 
,taken more seals during some days past, and were to proceed 
with this hunting. 
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Jan. 28; the temperature rose, and the sun was felt to h.avtil 
some power this day. Fourteen Esquimaux. came alongsIde, 
including five women who had not seen the ShIP bef?re: and we 
had again, of course, to go through all the ceremom~l of s.h~w
ina- wonders and making presents: thus, however, Increasmg 
o;r collection of portraits. A female fox was taken in .a trap, 
in a state of extreme starvation: displaying correspondIng vo
racity when meat was produced. It served to replace the 
former. Another, in the same condition, was caught on the 
following day: and the unfortunate solitary raven, approach
ing the ship, was shot. It had been a companion of our stay 
all the winter, and deserved to have been spared. In other 
days, or in minds more deeply tinctured with poetry or super
stition, I know not what mental misery might not llave fol
lowed an act so sacrilegious. 

Jan. 30; proceeding to the Esquimaux village, we met the 
wooden-legged man coming alone towards the ship, with a 
present of an arrow, and wi.th the intention of informing us 
that Otookiu was sick. We found him with a swelled face: 
and it was settled that he should come to the ship, on the next 
day for remedies. We were kindly received by the women, 
and purchased some small articles. The thermometer this day 
was at minus 30°, and some transits were obtained. 

Jan. 31; This month ended with a very fine day. Half the 
village arrived while we were engaged in our church ser
vice; Otookiu, with the swelled face, being among them. He 
received llis medicines. and then was sent on shore to remain 
with the rest till we should have concluded. On coming out, 
we found that most of them had gone away; and we then dis-" 
missed some others, from whom we purchased the deer-skins 
which they had brought. We found, from the three men ad
mitted, that the women had departed, under the supposition 
that they should be refused entrance into the ship: and as 
these perpetual crowds were really inconvenient, we took this 
opportunity of settling that only five or six at one time were to 
come in future. 

We learned that they had found a bear, torpid in its 
?en, and had .killed it with their knives. We offered 'to buy 
It of them, and they promised to bring it on the following 
day. We had a specimen of their cunning, in one who having a 
~ore Oil his leg, begged to have a wooden leg made; expect
lUg thus to gain a piece of timber. It was easily explained, 
that the first condition was, to cut off the sore leg; which of 
course put an end to this application. -
. We had now terminated the first month in a new year, and 
It had passed away like a dream; our occupations and amuse
I:?ents had been greater than usual, and our visitors prevented 
hme from dragging on <in a tiresome' uniformity. The mean 
temperature of the month had befilll minus 250; corresponding 
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as those of the former months did, with the means of the other 
voyages, in tbe manner I formerly stated these. This too is 
considrred the coldest month in the year, taken as a whole, in 
these climates; though colder single days often occur in Feb
ruary and March. It had been the most stormy montb, how
ever, for some time; and the barometer was once as low as 
28 inches. 

The health and apprarance of the crew was rather improved 
than the revrJ;se; and the armourer's originally lost case could 
not be reckoned among the casualties arising from the climate. 
If he might have lived longer by remaining in England, the 
fault was his own; since he had already sailed ill these seas, 
and kncw well what he was hazarding, while keeping a se
cret which we could not discover till it was too late. He de
served praise indeed for his spirit; though, for many reasons 
we could have wished he had actrd otherwise. 

If our meeting with the Esquimaux llad been, in many ways, 
interesting as well as amusing to us" so was it an acquaintance 
which could be rendered serviceablr. They had already fur
nished us with some dresses, much more useful to the men than 
those which we had brought from England, and we had reason, 
to expect more. 

It was probable also that they might supply us with fresh 
meat; thus enabling us to economise our own stores. 

The information which they had given us was of even higher 
importance: while we now also hoped, that by means of their 
dogs and sledges, we should be able to examine a ,great deal 
of the coast, so as to decide on our future motions by sea, long 
before we should be released. \ 

In our interior establishment, every thing had proceeded 
with perfect order and comfort, the school promising, ere long, 
to produce some able navigators. The observations by the 
transit instrument had been numerous and successful. The 
preparations for cutting a canal in the ice had been continued 
as occasion offered. 
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CHAPTER XVIII, 

PILFEll.1NG ON THE PART OF THE NATIVES---THE FIRST FALL OF 
SNOW OF THIS YEAR---NATlVE DANCE---SUMMARY. OF THE MOJliTH 

OF FEBRUARY. 

FEB. 1, 1830. There was another arrival of Esquimaux, on the 
first day of this new month, with wives and children; a~d we 
bought from them three skin dresses; but the bear contmued 
to be promised. The man with tht' swelled face was hetter, and 
brought a bow that he had proposed to give us. One of the 
women had an ornament on her head, consisting of the head 
of an owl, with some ermine-skins. The temperature was mi
nus 25°, and the day so cloudy that none of the expected ocul
tations in Taurus could be observed, nor any of the moon-cul
minating stars. 

Feb. 2; it oid not become clear till the moon had passed 
Taurus and there was nothing more to be observed; a mortifi
cation Sufficiently common with astronomers. The Esquimaux 
brought some more skins, which we bought; but not the bear: 
we had reason to suspect that this promise was not about to be 
kept. But we had now something more to discuss with them: 
and the event was to show that they were not those examples 
of absolute honesty, which we had at' first supposed, if much 
less inclined to stealing than most savages have proved. And 
whatever excuses navigators have made for these races, 
from the strength ·of the temptation when iron has been the 
subject of theft, they do not, I fear, apply here, where the ob
jects stolen could be of no use, if indeed, I except the snuffers; 
though, in fact, even these, iron as they might be, were not 
likely to be of much service, though the hammer might be ap
plied to some purposes. 

A large reading-lens had disappeared for some days; and I 
had reason, on consideration, to suspect the conjuror Otookiu; 
the candle having gone out, for some time, in the cabin, after 
I had been exhibiting its effects to him. This was confirmed 
afterwards, by his unWillingness to admit me into his house at 
my last visit to the village. I therefore told him that the swelled 
face had been produced by the magical glass, and that it must be 
returned. His confession immediately followed, together with 
a promise to bring it back on the following day: without which, 
I assured him that his other cheek would swell in the same 
manner. It was brought back accordingly, together with a 
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hammer which had disappeared; while the snuffers were ad
mitted to be in·the possession of one of the women, together 
with a glass out of my spectacles, which one of the children 
had found, on its having dropped out. The tenor of the con
juror was indeed so great, that he brought back a hook and a 
harpoon head which I had given him in exchange for a bow; 
on which, to preserve this probably useful impression of terror, 
I agreed to are-exchange. 

On the preceding day we observed a transit of the moon, 
and had many observations of stars on this one; the weathel' 
being usually clear. The thermometer wastirst as low as 38° 
minus, and if afterwards fell to 40°. The Esquimaux brought 
nothing but a part of the bear's skin; but we purchased a rein
deer's skin from them. The spectacle glass was returned, and 
the bearerrewarded with a tin canister, as this had not been a true 
theft. The snuffers also were produced; and it was then ex
plained, that jf any thing should hereafter be lost, none of the 
natives would be Buffered to come on board any more. Nor 
would we admit any of them at this time, that we might give 
a tangible proof of our resolution, and of our firmness in adher
ing to it. 

Feb. 4; tbe temperature sank to minus 420, but the day was 
clear and calm, so that the cold was not severe on shore. 
Some natives came, and sold us some dresses, together with 
the ornament made of teeth. Eight seals had been taken by 
them in the last two days. They brought a small part of the 
bear, saying that they could get no more. A few returned Oil 

the following d;;ty, and, among the rest, a woman with a nurs
ling, whom she took out of her bag, and exposed naked to the 
air, at the breast, with the thermometer at minus 40°. 

Feb. 6; it rose to 32° to-day, the wf'ather continuing calm 
and fine. The whole thirty-one Esquimaux came; and as two 
had not as yet seen the ship, they were adnlitted. The conju
ror was in great distress, because he had takt'n no seals; attri
butinghis ill luck to tR(l mag·ical glass. I promised that the 
enchantment SllOUld cease in two days; and they agreed to 
bring us a seal on the foll{)wiJ1g day, if they succeeded in tak
ing one. On cutting through the ice, which we had begun to 
do the day before, it was found to be six feet thick; being an 
in(ll~eaSe of twenty inches within the last month, and giving a 
greater thickness, by a foot and a. half, than at the co.rrespond
ing season at Port Bowen in 1825. 

Feb. 7; the cold increased on this Sunday, falling in the af
ternoon to minus 430. Of fifteen Esquimaux tbat came along
side, some where admitted arter church, and sold us SOUle ex
c.eJIent skins. On the following day they brought us three 
more, and in;formed us that their dogs had killed a bear on 
the ice, which would be at tlif'ir houses on the next day . We 
p.roposed to purchase it, together with a seal. The wind 
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changed very often in the course of this day, and the thermo
meter rose to minus 300. 

Feb. 9; it again fell to 420 , and this weather was ,:ery co!d to the feelings. Nevertheless we proceeded to the vlllage, III company with our principal friends who had come for us ; meeting with the usual kind reception : but as neither bear nor seal had yet arrived, our labour was thus far lost. In returning a<rainst the wind, the cold was very severe; yet we visited the c~irn which had been erected for one extremity of a trigonometrical base, where also we had made experiments on the velocity of sound at these low temperatures. In the evening, the thermometer sank to minus 450 • 
We estimated on this day, the tenth of February that it· must have sunk to 480 : but, at this point, our instrument was uncertain. The Esquimaux arrived, with some faces much frost-bitten, seIling us the skin of it young bear and some other articles. They informed us that the expected bear had not yet arrived. There was an aurora seen; but not so marked in character as to deserve description. On the following day, they brought more things for sale; tIle wooden-legged man also bringing a thimble and a needle which one of the natives had either found or stolen; for which he was rewarded by a sail-needle. 
Feb. 12; the thermometer rose four degrees, but the cold was nevertheless very severe, as indeed could not fail ; since a difference of twenty, or even of forty degrees, I may say, at such a temperature as this, produces little difference to the feelings. Some Esquimaux women bought gloves and other things for sale returning at noon, without coming on board. It was calm at night, and the thermometer fell to minus 450. On the following day, mom women, with some boys, came to sell other articles, and all were bought; a man also bringin¥" his seal spear and harpoon, for, which he received his pnce. 
Feb. 14; the sun had considerahle power to-day, and the thermometer rose to 330 minus. After church,_ some Esquimaux men and women came, bringing some seal blubber for our dogs, and promising a whole seal on the morrow. Feb. 15; a gale h~d come on last night, with heavy squalls, but it moderated thIS morning. The natives came again with some small articles, ~)Ut we refused to admit them till they should bring the 

~romlsed seal. Otookiu brought also a knife, baving an Enghsh maker's name on the blade; saying that he had obtained it from those of his nation who had seen the ships formerly at Igloolik. 
Feb. 16; the barometer rose to 30°79', without any apparent reason, as the weather was not so fine as it had been for some days ~ast. The temperature vacillated upwards, til1 it reached 320 mmus. A native came in the morning to say that they 
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had been unsuccessful in catching seals; and three others, in 
the evening, confirmed the same tale. Some of the officers 
went to the village, but did not procure one. A male fox was 
caught in the trap. 

Feb. 17; the sky was overcast, with some drift snow, and 
the thermometer rose to minus 160 • We bought some articles 
brought by the natives, but did not suffer them to come on 
board. But this was not the only purpose of their visit; since 
there was a general restoration, as we understood, of all other 
things which they had purloined; among which, a tahle knife 
from the mate's mess had alone been missed. With this there 
was a piece of ir"on, another of an iron hoop, and a sheave of a 
block. The cause of this repentance and restoration was, we 
found, to be attributed to the guns which had been fired for the 
purpose of the experiments on sound. One of them having at
tended Commander Ross to the observatory, and having asked 
what the" guns said," was informed that they were naming 
the thieves who had taken our property, of whatever nature, 
from the ship; on which there was a general convocation held 
at the village, and it was agreed to return every thing. We 
had to regret that we possessed no such powers of conjuration 
over the much less pardonable thieves of our own dear native 
land: among its other advantages, the " march" of know ledge 
has deprived the good of this power also, over the evil ones of 
this world. What the relative gain and loss may be it is not 
here my business to discuss; but let liS recollect, at least, that 
it h not all gain. At any rate, we here made use of the ad
vantages still in our power, and therefore did not lose the op
portunity of confirming them in their good intentions to" steal 
no more ;" informing them consequently that this was the cause 
of their late ill success in seal hunting. The failure of this 
chace, with which we had become acquainted, was a piece of 
knowledge, of which, like many much less pardonable conju
rors, we took this justifiable advantage. 

Feb. 18; the temperature rose as high as minus 90 , and the 
average of the day was 120 ; the wind being from that which 
was always the warmest quarter; north-easterly. The natives 
brought the long promised seal at last; but it was so mutilated 
as to be fit only for tbe dogs. They desired also some remedies 
for one of the women, who had been taken ill. The surgeon 
therefore went to visit her, in the sledge, drawn by six dogs; 
al)d having prescribed for a cough and cold, returned at night. 

Feb. 19; the first fall of snow for this year was to-day, and 
the temperature rose to minus 70. Some native women came, 
with trifling articles for sale: and were much gratified by the 
sight of a sledge of our own construction; this being machinery 
much more within their comprehension than what they.had 
generally seen with us, and thus, I dQubt not, giving them a 
more rational idea of our superiotity. Thc snow did not last 



182 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

a second day, and the weather was cloudy and mild. A fe
male fox was taken in the trap, and we had th.us the me~ns of 
procuring; a breed, if we chose. . S~me EsqUlmaux arnved;, 
and it was lucky for our denunCIatIOns, that those who had 
restored the stolen property bad been successful in the seal 
hunting. But their families was so much in want, that they 
could not spare us any of their capture. . 

Feb. 21; this was the finest and the warmest day that had 
yet occurred since November. It was calm, and the thermo
meter continued rising till it reached zero at midnight. It may 
surprise an Euglish reader to hear of a warm day at a tempe
rature of 320 under the freezing point; hut the temperature of 
sensation is more relative than is imagined, and the body soon 
contrives to find a new and much lower scale of comfortable 
and endurable heat. The natives arrived, at length, and, with 
a seal of middling size, for which they received the promised 
reward of a woman's knife. This is the usual knife of the 
leather-cutters, being a semicircular blade; and it is used by 
them for the same purposes as a butcher's knife is with us: 
the reserved duty of cutting up the seals being the privilege or 
service, be it whichever it may, of the fair sex. They were 
put under charge of the watch during divine service; as we 
were determined that this should never be interrupted while 
we had the means of performing it. "Ve had now learned to 
part, without the usual noisy and troublesome ceremonies. 

Feb. 22; the temperature to-day ranged between minus 110 
and 20 ; in other respects, it was mild. Many hares were seen, 
but they had been so often chased, that they were now unap
proachable. Some more skin dresses were bought to-day. On 
the following, with a cloudy sky, the thermometer rose to one 
degree plus, and rested at minus 5°. Among other articles 
bought this day, was the skin of a glutton; and as it had been 
taken in a trap the day before, we proceeded to construct one, 
in hopes of a similar prey. A seal was also brought in the 
evening, and a ptarmigan was killed. This was the first day, 
for a long time, that we had both hreakfasted and dined by 
daylight. 

Feb. 24; it was a fine day, though overcast, with a tempera
ture generally about minus 5°. I\. fine hare was shot, and the 
new trap fiuished and set. Mme skins were purchased; so 
that we we~'e in a fair way to get an ample supply of clothing 
for a long tlme. The heat fell to minus 160 on the following 
day .. Tht' two fox-traps produced each a female prisoner, one 
of whlCh was reserved alive. We also boua-ht some sealskin 
jackets from the natives. 0 

Feb. 26; the weath(jr was much colder, though the fall of 
the thermometer did not exceed five degrees. The nativt's 
brough! another skin of a glutton, caught also but the day be
fore, WIth thl'ee_more sealskin jackets. A knife was the esta-
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hlished price of all such articles. Whether there was any 
holiday among them, or whether it was to be taken as a tri
bute of gratitude, Ikmallik, ~he geographer, had brought a 
party for the purpose of treating us with a dance. There were 
not less than twenty. The dance was more like an exhibition 
of bears than aught else; though a Savoyard bear, at least, 
must be admitted to be the better dancer. The dance was 
followed by a vocal concert, the women ranging themselves in 
a semicircle, shutting their eyes, and opening their mouths, 
while vociferating Amna Aija with all the power of their throats 
and lungs. I fear that we were not musiGians enough to ana
lyze and estimate the peculiarities and merits of this national 
music. The Esquimaux of Greenland, whom we had heard, 
had very different conceptions of this art. It remains to be 
tried by some one else, whether these people also, here and 
elsewhere along this coast, have the faculty of music, waiting; 
only to be brought forward by education, by hearing what they 
had never yet heard. We should be as unjust in passing on 
them an unlimited condemnation, as the early travellers in 
Southern Africa had proved themselves in the case of the Hot
ten tots; who, under Moiavian instruction, have surprised 
their teachers, and even produced, as their report -say, a 
rival of Catalani. I must add, that Ikmallik, being the Cory
phams, I presume, continued dancing in the centre of the semi
circle. 

Feb. 27; the day was very fine,but not so warm. The na
tives brought some trifles for sale, and the officers saw a glutton 
and a hare during their excursion. On the Sunday it became 
once more cold, the thel'IDometer falling to 31°. A fresh breeze 
made it severely felt during some attempts at observation in the 
evening. An entire seal, well adapted for a specimen, was 
brought by one of the natives, who confirmed also some of the 
geographical reports of the former man. They departed so 
early as not to interfere with our church service. 

The ending of this month leaves little to be said in the way 
of summary. It was a very cold one; and I now believe that 
the thermometer must have reached to minus 50°. The ave
rage of the first fourteen days was certainly not less than 400 
and might have been more; but, in the latter !part of the 
month, the mean did not exceed ZBo: the whole correspond
ing, once more, to those formerly noted as found in former 
voyages. The oscillations of the barometer were remarkable, 
but the mean was 300 11'. 

A summary of the success of the natives in hunting during 
this month, gives two white"bears, three gluttons, a dozen of 
foxes, and fifty seals, and as we had also, ourselves, killed or 
taken five foxes, with some bares, ptarmigans, and willow 
partridges, this is a country not so destitute of game even at 
this time of the year, as has been generally supposed j while it 
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is thus proved that they do not migrate to the south in winter. 
In our internal comforts and the satisfaction of the men,' 

there was no alteration: all had gone on well. Some valuable 
observations had been added to our astronomical collection, 
and many experiments on sound made; Of our communica
tions with the natives, I have nothing more to remark; except 
that we had come to a perfect understanding respecting the 
pJice of each article of sale which they brought. Their pilfer
ings, there was reason to hope, were at an end: but it was 
certain that they considered these acts no vast crime, since the 
the detection generally produced laughter. 
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CHAPTER XIX.· 

PURCHASE OF DOGS FROM THE NATIVES---COMMANDER ROSS DEPARTS 
ON AN EXPEDITION TO THE NATIVE HUTS, FOR INFORMATlON
PROCESS OF BUILDING SNOW HUTS---SUMMARY OF THE MONTH OF 
MARCH. 

MARCH 1, 1830; it was an extremely cold morning, but, to 
the feelings more than to the thermometer. Two of th& natives 
arriving, I accompanied them in a walk, where they pointed 
out a better place for a trap to catch the glutton: it being in a 
pass which they use in going to the northward. One of them 
was persuaded to sell one of.his best dogs: which was warrant
ed for keeping at bay a bear or a musk ox, for finding seal
holes, an<i for drawing a slcdge. With such qualities, it was 
cheaply purchased for a knife. As nothing else was offercd for 
sale,we concluded that they had parted with all their dispos
able articles. 

March 2; another dog was bought this day,to complete our 
team: I could not venture to buy more at present, lest we 
should not be able to feed them. They brought us an account 
of the death of the old man whom we had remarked at our first 
meeting. We had not s.een him since that day; and, on in
quiry, when at the village, were informed he was asleep; though 
he was not in the hut then pointed out, as we ascertained; 
while there was one shut up. The solution of whatever mys
tery there might be in this matter, was necessarily deferred. 

March ::I; the natives brought us a fine reindeer-skin, and 
promised an.o~her seal. Hazy weather continuing, prevented 
all obserNations. The following day was colder, because there 
was more wind; but including both, the temperature ranged 
between minus 240 and 38°. A bear-skin was brought, and we 
understood that two parties were about to be detached, one to 
the northward, and the other eastward on the ice, for the pur
pose of catching seals, but that they would soon return to watch 
for the animals which were then expected to be migrating from 
the southward. 

March 5; there was little change in the weather. Two wo
men came to inform us that the rest had all gone to build some 
huts further to the eastward, on the ice, near the island that 
was in sight, and that they were to join them in the evening. 
The distance therefore,could not be great. The dead man 
was said to be not yet buried ; and when some of our officers 

N 
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afterwards visited the village, they found nothing altered, ex
cept that some of the entrances .were demolished, and the ice 
windows removed. . 

March 6; the sun had power enough while it lasted, to raise 
the temperature from 380 to 18° minus, but it then fell to 240

• 

The huts were revisted by the same party,: who found .the 
corpse of IlJicto, in one of them, in the posture in which he 
seemed to have died. An incision in the abdomen had been 
evidently made after death; and as they had not removed 
him, we supposed that they considered his present place a 
sufficient tomb; at this season of the year, perhaps the best, 
or only one. A hole was cut in tlte ice, and a tide pole in
serted; by wllich we found a rise of four feet and a half. An 
unlucky cloud robbed us of a very promising observation. 

March 7; no Esquimaux interfered with the present Sun
day. The weather was fine, and the temperature not very dif
ferent. We could now observe the tides, which. were very 
irregular, but the extreme rise was nearly six feet. On the 
Monday, it was but one foot eight inches in the morning, but 
was five feet three in the evening. Two old females came, 
and informed us that five seals had been taken, and wekiIled 
a fox. 

March 9; it was fine and calm weather, with a full moon. 
The irregularity in the ebbs and flows, and in the heights of 
the tides, was extreme. Two of our officers walked to the new 
town on the ice, which proved to bc about seven Iniles off. 
They found five families, that had been very successful, having 
taken a great many seals. The rest had gone about fifteen 
miles to the northward. Commander Ross went in the sledge, 
about the same distance, to the south-westward; and though 
he could see land all round, he could not determine whether or 
not it was continuous, although the coast seemcd entirely 
skirted with islands. Some natives came in a sledge, and 
brought us some very acceptable smoked salmon. 

March 10; the temperature rose minus 120 in the course ·of 
the day; and the tides were as irregular as usual. Two sets 
of the natives arrived from their different new establishments, 
bringin~ us a good dog and two seals, which we bought, with 
some sho.es and o\her articles; treating them, in addition, with 
a good dmner. Two of them built us a snow hut for our in
strume~ts, and c.ollsented to :emain all night, if we would re
turn WIth them m the morn mg. They had killed thirteen 
seals, and. were amply stored with provisions. A good 
supper for them followed the !rood dinner' but when it was 
time for rest, although there ~as a good 'bed for each one 
waked while the other slept. Whethcr this was suspicio'n or 
ceremony, we could 110t discover. Our school seemed to sur
prise them even as much as the kaleidoscope. 

March 11; the thermometer ranged from 140 to 320 minus, 
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being colder than it had been for some days; but the weather 
was very fine. We found that when it had become ,'ery late in 
the morning, both our visitors had consented to fall asleep: 
pp.rlmps their suspicions were quieted. Their breakfast, con
sisting of five or six pounds of seal each, seemed ~ highly sa
tisfactory one to them: we had judged as incautiously in mea
suring their appetites as their tastes by our own: but a special 
larder was admitted to be necessary, if we were to give dinner 
parties. The nine cooks of Prince Talleyrand would scarcely, 
with all their art and means, have prepared a dinner for nine 
Esquimaux, capable of influencing their politics or diplomacy, 
In return, however, for this luxurious breakfast, they com
pleted the snow hut for our obvservatory: while the neatness 
of the workmanship was the least part of the merit, since, ex
cluding perfectly the annoyance of wind or colrl air, it was 
sufficiently transparent to allow us to read off the instruments. 

At ten, Commander Ross went away in our sledge. drawn 
by a team of six good dogs, in company with Ilmallik, the 
geographer., A party of our own men were sent out to erect 
more caitnsfor trigonometrical operations. Som!' of the na
tives ari-ived to fetch away the other man, Nulungiak, who, 
oncoming upon deck, took up a loaded. gun, which went oft· 
in his hands, luckily doing no mischief, but giving him such 
a fright, that he was little likely to touch a gun again for 
some time. 

March 12; tIle tides and their irregularities need not be re
cordcd, though the latter continued; since thus far, they had 
led to no inferences; not even to those which we had formerly 
drawn. Whatever mystery there might be, respecting this 
subject, we had to wait for the solution. The temperature 
subsided as low as minus 350, in the night. and did not exceed 
ISO in the day. In the morning, two of the dogs, which had 
escaped from the sledge, returned to the ship, and a third was 
brought back by a native, its former master, to whose new hut 
it had found its way. He well deserved the reward he received 
for his honesty; and we also bought from him, notwithstan<,t
ing our former resolutions, another, which was distinguished 
as a bear hunter. In no long time, Commander Ross returned 
from his expedition, accompanied by some natives bringing 
a seal. He had found their huts on the iee, about twelve 
miles to the north~eastward, amounting to ten, and llad been 
very kindly treated; his supper being from a young seal, of 
which he made a favourabI.e report. Their success had been 
considerable. ' 

March 13; the cold inci'eased, with a breeze, but did not 
prevent thenath'es from hringing; a young seal which they had 
premised, and part of a mnsk ox. Besides the price of their 
articles, they were,treated with a dinner, and departed .well 
pleased. The week was concluded with the usual work and 
proceedings of Saturday and Saturday night. 
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March 14; tIle cold went on increasing., and the thermomefer 
fell to .minus 400. The mercury can freeze in the bulb of this 
instrument without breaking it. Whatever expansion it may 
underu-o on crystallization, if indeed that which has been sup
posedOto be tnle, the increase of bulk is not adequate to this 
effect. It is more likely that if it does not contract, like silver and 
bismuth, and many otl,er metals, it does not at least vary its. 
dimensions considerably. I had fully ascertained that it must 
have often thus frozen, without ltaving destroyed the bulb, by 
having broken one of the instruments, at a temperature which 
llad frequently occurred without injm'y, and having.found.it in ' 
a solid state. Some natives came to-day from the northern 
party; bringing two seals, with adog in place of one that we 
ltad returned. A dinner, which, after such journeys had 
become.a sort of indispensable civility, sent them home very 
happy., 1 

Adisagreeable accident happened onboard, to oneofthechil
dren of this party. Being in the habit of licking their dishes 
and other utensils, as well as each other's faces, the creatUf,e 
applied his tongue to the iron hoop on a cask, and was 1I0t 
released without leaving the skin behind. We found the meat 
of the musk ox to be very good beef, and witbout the musky 
flavour, which may possibly occur only at a particular season. 
With seven dogs accustomed to this chace, we had thus a 
prospect ot being ablc hereafter to supply our crew with a pro
portion of fresh provisions. 

March 15; the weather became so much milder, tImt the 
thermometer rose to minus 150 • A large party of natives came 
on board, and nine of them remained to dinner. A befter dog 
was brought, in lieu of one that had been returned; and we. 
found that they ltad taken five seals. The temperature feU 
again to minus 380 on the following day, and we received ano~ 
ther "isit from a party which brought us a small seal, a sledge 
made of the bones and skin of the musk ox, and some boots 
and gloves. We heard also that there was a new party of Equi
maux about two day's journey from us to the southward. 

March 17 ; the men under Commander Ross had been em
ployed for. some time i~ measuring a base for the trigonometri
cal operatIOn,S; and thIS work .was still going on, in spite of 
the cold, WhICh to-day was mlllUS 400 • Some of tt,e natives 
arrived, with the boy K~walua, an orphan, and the nephew 
of tht' geographer Ikmalhk. It was hc that I had marked out 
as the most fitting. to be taken on board and instructed' and 
he therefore remained, on the return of the others, com'men
cin!!' his attendance at the school on the same eveni~u-

~ 0' 

March 18; It being a fine day, Commander Ross took a 
journey in the sledge ahout thirty miles to the'. southward re
tu.rning: in the even!ng; and hav:in~ tak~n thc Esquimaux' boy 
WIth lllm, he recClved much miormahoD. By his account 
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they had reached half the way to N eitchillee, and it was not, 
therefore, so far off as we had imagined: while his informa
tion respecting 'places agreed so well with what we had' heard 
before as to assure us of its accuracy. He also described a place 
wh'ere they were ohliged to cross, in their canoes, a stream of 
salt water that was always flowing to the eastward, and which 
oould'never bjOl passed in any other manner. As this was not 
more then a two day's journey, by his_account, we hoped soon 
to be ahle to explore it, and ascertain the nature of this strait 
and current. He saw, in this excursion, the tracts of a glut
ton' and of a reindeer, but no living animal.' In the course of 
the day, our friends brought us a fine seal and its young one. 
In my own walk I found the tracks of hares and foxes in much 
gr,eater number than formerly; and two ravens from the north
ward ,flew over the ship. 

March 19; the natives brought only trifles this day, and we 
allowed the boy to go hack with them, under a promise of his 
returning on the following day. They brought us then some 
more gloves and boots, with a fine dog; as we were now mak
ing up a second team, trqsting that we should be able to feed 
them hereafter in some manner, at least as well as their ori
ginal masters. Mr. Thorn and the surgeon set out to walk to a 
rock which was determined by the survey to be ten miles off, 
but were overtaken by night in returning, and did not arrive 
till very late, nearly exhausted, after l1aving given us some 
alarm. Nothing of moment was seen from'the point in ques
tion, as the weather was hazy. I shot two ptarmigans. 

March 21; this was a day of most capricious weather, ex
hibiting aU kinds of changes, but with an increase of tempera
ture to 13° minus. After church service, some natives came 
to inquire into the meaning of the guns and the blue lights 
which we had fired and burnt as signals to the missing offi
cers; having been much terrified by tlJem. The dog was 
brought, but one of our own disappeared in return, having 
probably broke loose to follow its O"'D master. We could ea
sily treat them with boiled seal, and thus could always afford 
to gtve them dinner. 

March 22; inthe day, the thermometer rose as Jiigh as mi
nus 5°,sinking to 28° at night. Two women brought back the 
absent dog, but were sent home for a swivel which was miss
ing from the harness. A little snow feU on the following day, 

_and the heat rose to 1° plus. The swivel was returned, and a 
paiiy fi'om the other station brought' us a seal, which was 
bought fo'r an old file, being the article now in demand. We 
attempted to dear away the snow from our bows, but the wa
ter came up and obliged us to desist. 

March 24; the temperature rose to plus 16°, and it was thus 
a mild day: the mean of the twenty-four hours being 1° plus. 
Parties from each of the new stations arrived, and a stray dog 
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was brought back. A dinner was repaid by the natiOl~alsong 
and dancc. A breeze from the north, on the ~ollowmg day, 
lowered the- temperature to plus 50, and made It cold to t.he 
feelings. Together with a party, came t,,:o men to settle wIth 
us about a journey to Neitchillee; when It was arranged that 
they should sleep on board three or four dayg befo!e the next 
full moon which would be about the fifth of Apnl, and then 
attend co:Omander Ross. They were to bring their canoes, as 
we understood, for the purpose of pursuing the deer in the 
water. 

March 26; there was no material change in the weather, 
and every thing proceeded in the usual manner, except that 
the men were employed in cutting a dock on the lar~o<).rd side' 
of thc ship where" we were troubled by a leak. The tIdes ought 
to have been high to-day, hut it was the reverse; the usual ir
regularities continuing. A cold breeze on the following day, did 
not prevent our receiving a visit; but we had now no dinner 
to give, and informed them that they must not expect any 
more till they brought us some seal. 

March 28; there was a strong breeze with some snow in 
the night; and the weather was so thick that it prevented 
any visit from the Esquimaux: in consequence of which we 
had a quiet Sunday, and were well pleased to be alone. A 
clear day following, enabled us to get some good observations, 
particularly two lunar distances with tbe sun west of the moon; 
of the morc importance, because all our former 011es were UIl

del' the contrary position. A man and a woman came; but, 
bringing no seals, were not admitted on board. The thermo
meter mse to plus ]5° at noon, and the mean was about zero. 

March 30 ; the thermometer rose to 180 plus, being the high
est degree it had attained for many months. An Esquimaux 
brought some skins. The following day was equally overcast, 
and felt warm; the thermometer being at 20" for three hours, 
and not falling below 4° plus. In the evening, foul' families of 
the natives, comprising fifteen persons, IJassed the ship to 
erect new huts about half a mile to the southward. They had 
four heavy laden sledges, drawn, each by two or three dogs', 
but procee~e~ very slowly. Wo went after 1l1cm to see the pro
cess of bUIldIng the snow house, and were surprised at their 
d~xterity; one ma~ having clos~d in his roof within forty-five 
mmutes. A tent IS scarcely pItched sooner than a house is 
here built. 

The wbole process is perhaps worth describing. Having 
ascertained, by the rod used in examining seal holes, whetllCf 
the snow is suffici"ntly deep and solid, they levelled the in
tended spot by a wooden shovel, leaving beneath a solid mass 
?f snow not less than three feet thick. Commencing then 
111 the centre of the intended circle, which is ten feet or 
mOf'e in diameter, different wedge-shaped blocks arc cut out, 
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about two feet long', and a foot thick at the outer part; then 
trimming them accurately by the knife, they proceed upwards 
until the courses, gradually inclining inwards, terminate in a 
pt'ffect dome. The door being cut out from the inside, ,before 
it is quite closed, serves to supply the upper materials. In the 
mean time the women are employed in stuffing the joints with 
snow, and the boys in constructing kennels for the dogs. The 
laying the snow sofa with skins, and the insertion of the ice 
window, complete the work; the passage only remaining to be 
added, as it is after the house is finished, together with some 
smaller huts. for stores. Some of the children, in the mean
time, were aping their parents in a toy architecture of their 
own. One, whose hand had been bitten by a dog, was taken 
on board to the surgeon; and we supplied them with water, to 
save them the trouble of thawing for themselves. 

The'summary of the month of March, now ended, does not 
present much variety. The minimum temperature had been 
minus 40°, the highest plus 200 ; the mean being minus 20°, 
and thus one degree greater than the former voyages, as form
erly compared. The ice was dissolving thoug'h slowly, on the 
SOUtll side of the ship, and the rocks were bared of snow by 
the sun. 

Our trade with the natives had produced a good stock of 
clothing and skins; and having got rid of two of our own dogs, 
which were useless, we had purchased eight new ones, thus 
having a good team of ten. The information acquired respect
ing Neitchillee led us to think that a passage wcstward mllst 
flxist there; the more detailed account of the natives being, 
that there is really a strait to the northward of it, communica
ting with a sea to the westward, and presenting a strong east
terly current. In this channel also they mentioned some 
islands, called by them Shag-a-voke, signifying strong stream; 
further saying, that the waves in this place often broke very 
high. Besides all this, they described another channel to the 
northward by which the ship could go better into an open sea 
where no Land was to be seen. Though now on terms of en
tire confidence, the intended pupil had not been persuaded to 
remain, nor could wI" ohtain any substitute. He had not re
turned after his first departure on what we had believed a mere 
leave of absence. The lane of gravel on the ice, intended, 
through the action of the sun on it, to thaw a channel for us 
before it would naturally break up, had been finished; and the 
dogs and sledges were in good training and ordel:. All our in
ternal arrangements continued satisfactory, and all were in 
perfect health. Game had been very scarce; the four foxes 
constituted our cllief captures. The highest tide had been six 
feet; the mean of the barometer 30 inches. 

The triangulation had proceeded: but the obseryations in 
this month, respecting ocultations by the moon, were not more 
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successful than formerly. It was always cloudy at those times. 
Some transits and lunar distances were of value. It is lastly 
worthy of remark, be it explained as it may, if indeed it be a 
steady fact, whit;:b we do not yet know, that aU the coldest 
days occurred near the time of the full moon, and a little af
ter, and that the temperature was highest immediately after 
the change. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PROCEEDINGS TO THE TENTH OF APRIL-JOURNEY AND NARRATIVE 
OF COMMANDER ROSS. 

APRIl. I; there was snow, with a much lower temperatnre and 
a cold breeze. The natives came to us from all their quartei:s; 
and Awack, the future guide to NeitchilJee, was especially weI
come. The nearest party had been unsuccessful in seal hunt
ing. The next day was like the summer to the feelings, and 
the thermometer rost' to plus 22°. The Esquimaux were still 
unsuccessful, and began to fear they should be short of provi
sions. Seeing the sextant in use for an observation, they were 
very desirous to know if it related to seals, and if we saw any. 
The sun was sullicient to dry the washed clothes, and the ml'\ted 
snow was every where flowing in water down the rocks. 

April 3; a seal was brought, and exchanged for a file; but 
there was still a failure of this hunt. In proof of the efrect of 
external heat on our arrangements within, th6 quantity of ice 
in the condensers this week. was but two bushels. It was a 
few degrees colder than yesterday: but it now became neces
sary to build a snow wall round the pillar to wpich thc ther
mometer was attached, to protect it from the reflected heat of 
the surrounding snow. 

April 4; Sunday did not prevent the natives coming from all 
quarters; but we did not allow them to impede us in our usual 
duties. Among them, Awack and Ooblooria, the two promised 
guides, came with their sledges, dogs and provisions; and all 
the former information was confirmed. Our own preparation for 
the journey had been completed, and the ollicers that were to 
to accompany them were ready. The thermometer fell to mi
nus 80 at night. 

April 5; the weather was cloudy, with a moderate breeze, 
which, being from the north-eastward, was favourable for tra
velling. Commander Ross with the cilief male, B1anky, and 
the two Esquimaux, departed at ten, on two sledges, with ten 
days' provisions: but the thermometer falling to minus 4°, we 
were concerned that their departure had not been delayed. 
Still more unfortunately, snow began to fall at one O'clock, and 
by evening, there was a gale of wind, wbich we feared would 
arrest them entirely_.. Our consolation was, that our two offi
cers had with them the most experienced and active of the 
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Esquimaux guides, and that (hey would therefore be housed 
in g'ood time. The natives from the eastward brought us a 
fine seal, and we VI ere thus enabled to alford some assistance 
to Tiagashu's family, which seemed to be in want. 

April 6; it continued to blow fresh, with ~now, shifting from 
the northward to the eastward; yet the thermometer became 
plus 21 0 at noon: while in the evening, it went round to the 
south. A blue light was hoisted, and a signal rocket thrown 
up, to indicate the ship's place to the travellers. At night, the 
wind moderated a little. 

April 7; this morning was again stormy, with drift and 
falling snow; hut towards evening, it became calm and clear. 
The same signals were then repeated, though we hopet! the 
party would have reached N eitchillee. Some of our neigh
bours came to beg food; and as their huts were known to be 
empty, we supplied them with some seal's flesh. The next 
day was still snowy, but calm at first, followed by variable 
winds in the course of the afternoon. Nine Esquimaux came 
for meat, of which we fortunately had some still remaining; 
and they were so hungry that they devoured the seal's flesh 
raw; not. however, forgetting to take some home to their fa
milies. The men were now making various preparations on 
board for the summer: the signals were repeated at night. 

April 9; the snow was still worse, and the drift obscured 
every thing; the wind finally settling in a heavy !!,'aJe from the 
south-westward. The rocket was l'epeated at night, and at the 
lIOur agreed on, namely teu o'clock; attention to the ship's 
place being first secured by a Nue light: since by this method, 
the longitude of the expedition could be ascertained through 
the chronometer. The Esquimaux came, but brought nothing. 
One of our foxes escaped, and probably fell into their hands. 
The thermometer sunk to minus 130. . 

April ]0; the gale decreased, and it became moderate by 
nine. At five in the evening our party returned, after a very 
labourious journey, and much suffering from the cold. but 
without any serious accident. They had seen the sea to the 
westward, and were confident that we were now on the coast 
of America. The channel of whiCh we had heard as leading 
to the sea, was still, however, uncertain; there being two in
lets a little to the northward of OUf harbour, with apparently 
equal claims as yet, while it might also exist in what had been 
termed Cresswell bay, in latitude 720 30'. But the narrative of 
Commander Ross must be given in his own words. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

NARRATIVE OF COMMANDER ROSS. 

APRIL 5, 1830; the morning was far from prflving favourable 
for our journey, as it snowed hard, and there was a fresh nor
therly wind: my guides, indeed, disliked the look of the wea
ther so much, that they were very desirous of deferring the.ex
pedition to another day. I still hoped, however, that it would 
improve; and as I was anxious to reac.h the spot which we 
had been looking to with so much desire and interest, we at 
length prevailed on them, and set off at six in the morning. 

Our party consisted of Awack and Ooblooria, as guides, to
gethN with Mr. Blanky, the chief mate, and myself. Our own 
baggage was lashed on two sledges, drawn by dogs; and being 
much heavier than that of our companions, we were much 
troubled to keep up with them, especially as they oecasionally 
rode in their sledges, while we were obliged to run by the side 
of ours, and very often to drag them through the deep snow
drifts which were perpetually occurring. 

Our direction was to the south-westward, and close along 
theshol'C, until noon, when the wind increased to a fresh gale, 
and the driving snow became so thick, that Awack, who was 
leading tIle party, lost his way, and getting among some hnm
mocky ice, had his sledge broken in two places. This accident 
had nearly put an end' to our journey before it was well com
menced, as they had no means of repairing the da.mage. On 
that account, and because of the gale, which it was now im
possible to .face should we have desired to return, the guides 
began to build a snow hut: a project which we did not at all 
approve ·of, could any means of proceeding be discovered. Mr. 
Blanky, therefore, suggested the possibility of mending their 
sledge by means of their spears; but as I knew that they would 
not consent to this surrender of their weapons, I broke them 
both, vdthollt asking any questions, into lengths fit for the pur
pose. As might have 'been expected, this was followed by a 
sudden burst of united surprise and anger; but on assuring 
them that I would give them.two much better spears as soon 
as we should return to the ship, they became pacified, and set 
about the work with the utmost good nature. 

Having succeeded ill this, we set off once more, in spite of 
the snow and the gale, but found ourselves even more hamper-
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ed than we had expected; since, in addition to these extrem'e 
annoyances, we had the ill fortune to faJi in with a consider
able tract of rough and hummocky ice. This occupied us dur
ing two hours of severe labour, when we once more contrived 
to reach the mainland. The guides, however, were now com
pletely at fault, as they could not see twenty yards before them, 
from the thick drifting of the snow storm, so that we were 
obliged to give up all further attempts for the present, and to 
consent to their building a snow hut. 

This was completed in half an hour, and certainly ncver did 
we feel better pleased with tbis kind of architecture, which, in 
so very short a time, produced for us a dwelling, affording a 
shelter at least, as perfect as we could have obtained within 
the hest house of stene. It was, indeed, barely large ,enough 
to hold our party of four; but in the wretched plight that we 
now were, even a worse accommodation than this would have 
been most acceptahle. OUT clothes were so penetrated by the 
fine snow dust, and frozen so hard, that we could not take them 
off for a long time, and not till the warmth of our bodies had 
begun to softcn them. We also suffered exceedingly from 
thirst; so that while the Esquimaux were busied with the ar~ 
rangements of their building, we were employed in melting 
snow by the aid of a spirit lamp. The quantity which we thus 
produced in a short time, was sufficient for the whole party: 
while the delight of our guides was only equalled by their SUT

prise; since, with them, the same operation is the work of 
three or four hours, performed as it is, in stone vessels, over 
their open oil lamps. 

There was, however, an attendant evil, owing chiefly to the 
exceeding smallness of our hut. Its walls naturally melted 
also; and so fast, that our dresses became soon wetted to such 
a degree, that we were compelled to take them off and get into 
the fur bags. Here at length we could keep out this enemy, 
and in tl10se we slept. 

I have already said, that we travelled along the mainland 
during' the whole of this day; but as the density of the snow
drift prevented me from seeing objects, at any time, more than 
a quarter of a mile off, I was unable to form even a tolerably 
correct idea of the direction in which we had travelled. I be
lieve, nevertheless, that the distance did not exceed twenty 
miles. This, however, had occupied us during eig'ht or nine 
l1OurS, notwithstanding the rapidity with which we had per
formed the first part of the journcy; and so many hours of ex
posure to labour 'and cold, together with the severe exertions 
that we had undergone among the rough ice, had very com
pletely tired us all. 

April 6; we had, in return, the advantage of sleeping most 
soundly ; and might not have awoke very soon; had it not been 
for a mutiny and rebellion which broke out among the dogs. 
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They had rid themselves of their traces and got loose; while, 
never being over fed, and at that time, do.ubtless, tolerably 
llUngry, they had attacked the sledge Of Awack for the purpose 
of devouring the frozen fish of which it was constructed, un
less, indeed they preferred the hides of the musk ox by which 
these were bound together. The owner soon ran to the rescue, 
and as the damage ')Vas only commenced, the repairs were nei
thervery difficult nor tedious. . We had, indeed, Dut too much 
time on bur hands for this work. as the inclemency of the wea
ther rendered it impossible to proceed. 

Thisleisure enabled us., to have a good deal of conversation 
with our new friends, who being now at their ease, and free 
from the apprehensions which they had at first entertained, 
began to improve very much in our estimation; displaying, in 
particular, far more acuteness and intelligence than we could 
have expected to find under countenances so heavy,and phy
sidg'nomies so dull. What was {)f most importance, however, 
to us, was the information which they afIorded respecting the 
nature of the coast, and the ocean to the westward; the latter 
of which they represented to be of great extent . 
. For the first time, also, tlJey now spoke of an island, which 

they called Oo-geoo-lik, and where, in the summer, as they 
inf9rrned us, we should see great uumbers of Esquimaux; nam
ing particularly, among those, a man who was described as 
lame, and a woman called Kablalla, who was spoken of as a 
personage of great importance among them; and giving me, in 
addition, the name of her husband and children, together with 
those of many more of her kindred. 

They described the place termed Oo-geoo-lik as very distant; 
saying also that it required many days' journey across the salt 
water, to reach it. This confirmed their previous account of 
the extent of the sea to the westward; but I could not at this 
time contrive to make them understand my wishes to go there. 
I was therefore obliged to content myself with listening .to the 
anecdotes which they related about their people, and to answer 
as well as I could, the several questions which they asked me 
about the Esquimaux whom I had seen at Igloolik, in whose 
concerns they seemed to take a very lively interest. 

Their principal questions, however, related to the manner Gf 
hunti·ng among those people, to their amusements, and to thcir 
singing ; and they were also curious to know whether I had 
seen the" angekoks," and witnessed their tricks. With all 
this'I had formerly been familiar; having been on many ex
cursions with those people, after the seal and the walrus, and 
having seen also enough of the"operations of the conjurors. I 
was to say also whether I had heard" Torn-gah," the spirit, 
and to repeat what he had said; alI of which questions I an
swered as well as I could, so that there was amusement at 
least, if-not cmployment, for this day of detention. I was also 
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obliged to repeat frequently the names of the" angekoks," with 
those of their wives and children, as it was their desir3 to re
member those, for which they laboured by frequent repetition. 
They seemed greatly amused to hear that so many of them had 
two wives; adding also, that they knew a man to the west
ward who was thus doubly provided, having bro\lght them 
from Repulse bay. From this I should have concluded that 
the practice of bigamy was very rare among the present tribe, 
but we afterwards fOIDld abundant reason to recal this conclu
sion. 

We were much more interested~ however, in hearing them 
relate the circumstances which had brought them to this part 
of the coast, and to our immediate neighbourhood. Two of 
their peopJe had been fishing to the northward, at a place call
ed Ow-weet-tee-week, and there saw the ship heset hy the ice, 
and carried past to the southward; this being, as well as I 
could conjecture, on the se.cond or third of September. Being 
much alarmed in consequence, they immediately set off to join 
the main body of their tribe at Nei-tyel-Ie, where they remain
ed till the arrival of a woman called Ka-ke-kag-iu. This per
son had a sister who was onc among the party that had been 
with us at Wintcr island, in the formel' voyage to this part of 
the world; and from her, they received so enticing an account 
of the reception which the latter had met with from us on that 
occasion, that they came to the resolution of going to seek us, 
wherever the Victory might chance to have been brought up. 
This they accordingly did; and our companions now descrihed 
to us their sensations at the first sight of our footmarks on the 
snow, their astonishment at the size of the prints, and the 
consultation which was held, to determine whether they should 
proceed or not. The eloquence of Ka-ke-kag-iu, however, 
overcame all their fears, and they now repeated to us the de
light which they had felt when, after drawing up in a line to 
receive us, they bad seen us throwaway our arms. . 

During all this time their oratory did not interrupt their eat
ing, for this is an occupation never neglected, as long as there 
is anything to ea~ ; .n?r could all our experience among this 
gluttonous race dlI~llmsh the perp.etually recurring surprise that 
'We felt at tbe perslstance of theH appetites, the capacity of 
their stomachs, and the energy of their digestive powers. To 
say that thpJ ate thus from, bunger, or even from appetite, can-
110t be true: no human bemg, g-overned by the instinct of ap
petite alone, could feel such wants, in whatever way nature 
contrives to dispose of the enormous superfluity. No animal 
!lOwev~r ca~nivor?us and vo:acious, acts thus: the very gluttOl~ 
ltself, III spIte of Its reputatIOn, or of the trllth of its name jf 
truth it he, fills itself and i~ satisfied. Man alone eats Jr~m 
pure wantonness; that he may gratify his taste, not satisfy his 
hungcr i if, indeed, this is not also the frequent effect of the 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. ]99 

principle of avarice or appropriation. This it is, to be a ra· 
tional being; but, as in many other cases, and worse ones, it is 
10 use that reason, not to control the evil passions, but to aid 
them; to make man, whenever he chooses so to be, the most 
evil animal in creation. 

The provisions in question were, however, consumed sooner 
than they would have desired; for their stock was smail, in 
consequence of the division which they too made of them 
among their friends, before we came away from the ship. It 
was therefore fortunate, yet for other and better reasons, that 
the weather soon began to clear, and thus gave our guides a 
speedy prospect of replacing their larder. In consequence of 
this, I obtained some observations for determining our position, 
and for the angles required for my intended survey. 

The latitude of our present position was 690 44' 20", and the 
longitude 00 44' 6" west of the ship. The liut was built on the 
south shore of an inlet about three miles long, lying on a 
WSW. line. On each side, the land presented high and rug
ged shores of granite, al)d a considerable dver entered on that 
which was opposite to us, at about the distauce of half a mile. 
The name which our 11atives gave to this, was Ang-ma-Iook
took, and they described it as abounding in fish, in the summer 
time. The name of the inlet, in the language of the country, 
is Too-nood-Iead, and is thus distinguished in a chart which 
I drew up. " 

On my return from a rising ground to which I had gone for 
the purpose of obtaining better ideas of our situation, and of 
the coast in general, I found the two guides, Awack and Oob
looria, busily employed in loading their sledg"e, and was equally 
surprised and displeased to finu that they were preparing to. 
return to the place that we had left, to obtain a fresh supply 
of every thing, and especially of provisions, since they had 
eaten up every thing, damaged their sledge, and "broken their 
spears for the purpose of repairing it; while without these lat
ter, they had no means of procuring provisions. 

There was nothing left for me, to prevent them from putting 
tlJis provoking resolution into practice, but to trick them into 
abandoning tllis scheme, since it is not very easy to reason 
with a man's stomach; above all, with th1lt of an Esquimal.lx; 
and as, in truth, it was not very easy to produce any good rea
sons against such arguments as these. A question of their own 
geogmphy would not have weighed with them, when put into 
competition with a dinner of seal and a drink of oil; and how 
could I expect tilat our pursuits of this kind, which must really 
"nave seemed abundantly purposeless to them, and which, per
haps, may not seem of any vast importance to persons of very 
different information, were to influence them, when put into 
the balance agains·t the slightest wishes or caprices of their own! 

To _carry my object, I therefore r"ngaged t.hem apart in C011-
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versatiDn, while Mr. Blanky selected some .of the best pieces of 
seal's flesh in our possession, part of a considerable provision 
that we had made for the dogs, and wrapped them up in a piece 
.of canvas. I then inf.ormed them that I should proceed t.o 
Nei-tyel-Ie without them, that they would thus lose the pro
mised reward, and that I had moreDver plenty of meat in my 
possession, as they could now see. On this, they consented to 
go on, and we were theref.ore 80.on .on our road again towards 
our original destinatiDn. 

After crossing a neck of land, ab.out three miles br.oad, and 
.occupied by two small lakes, which, as we were informed, were 
well stocked with fish, we again descended upon the salt-water 
ice, which the guides described as belonging to the head .of a 
maritime inlet to which they gave the name of Tar-rio-nit-yoke. 
The meaning of this phrase, however, is ., not salt water:" so 
that it is probably a place into which runs a river, or rivers, so 
considerable as t.o justify this name. Thus it is that its exit, 
or mouth, is als.o termed by them Shag-a-voke, wlJich means 
.. it runs fast;" there being probably some great accumulation 
from the interi.or fresh waters and snow during the thaw; s.o 
as to cause a rush thrDugh a narrDW .opening, at .one part of 
the year, sufficient t.o have given rise to this descriptive appel
latiDn. 

We halted .on a small islet in the nDrth-west CDrner of this 
bay, where we fDund Tul-ID-ack's canoe cDvered with st.ones, 
having been buried in this mamler tD preserve tbe timbers fr.om 
rDtting; while the skin c.overing had als.o been taken .off, fDr 
tile same reaSDn. The WDDd itself, they had pr.ocured, as they 
infDrmed us, very far t.o the westward, in the neighbDurhD.od of 
OD-ge.oD-lik. 

FrDm this place we n.ow cDntinued our CDurse directly in
land, ascending the bed .of a river, and passing several narr.ow 
lakes, travelling through deep sn.ow fDr the space .of fDur Dr five 
miles. Our progress was necessarily, theref.ore, very SIDW, un
til we reached the banks .of the furtlJest .one, t.o which they 
gave the name .of Ty-shag-ge-wuck, and which they described 
as ~b.ounding in three kinds .of trDut. I here ShDt tWD gr.ouse 
whIch had allDwed me. t.o appr.oach them sufficiently near t.o 
render. my aim certain: tD the equal surprise and delight .of 
.our gUIdes, Wh.o had never befDre. witnessed the effect .of fire
arms. 
Th~ win? n~w increased, and blew .over the sn.ow SD keenly, 

carrymg WIth It a perfect tonent.of drift sn.ow, that we were 
nD I.onger able t.o face it; SD that we were at last, at seven in 
the evening, April 7, obliged to betake .ourselves t.o the shel
ter .of a sn.ow hut, which .our guides built at the west. end .of 
the ~ake where we were nDW engaged in .our CDld and labDri
.ous JDurney. 

Our friends had -n.oticed and rec.oIIectedthe incDnvenience 
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that we had experienced from the smallness of the hut which 
they had constructed on the preceding occasion, and the pre
sent one was therefore made considerahly larger. The Esqui
maux, as everyone knows, are very short, though thickly made; 
and thence, calculating for themselves, and forgetting our 
greater stature and longer limbs, that which they had made 
before was so confined, that we could not stretch ourselves out 
without opening the doorway and putting our feet and legs 
beyond it; which, in such a temperature as that of this coun
try, was by no means agreeable., We were now very thankful 
even for the small portion of observation which had discovered 
this fact, and for the good-nature, or politeness, which had la
boured to find the remedy. 

April 8; in tIle morning it was foggy, with much snow. OUf 
guides therefore proposed to leave their baggage behind, that 
we .might travel)he more quickly, and thus be enabled to reach 
Nel-tyel-Ie, and afterwards rrturn to sleep at the hut. I could 
not have selected a more unfavourable day for a visit to a 
place of so much interest; but as I well knew the, capricious 
and changeable characters of these people, I was unwilling to 
make any objections. In any event, I should thus have seen 
the place and ascertained the way to it; so as to enable me to 
reach and examine it at some future day, under more favoura
ble circumstances. 

We accordingly set off at nine in the morning; and after pas
sing two small narrow lakes, called Kung-uck from the hilly 
country by which they were bounded, we arrived by a short 
and steep descent at a place named Pad-Ie-ak; a word which 
means "journey's end." The total absence of any tide-mark 
made me, at first, doubt whether we had really reached ithe 
sea; but the man Awack having cast off his dogs, one of them 
soon found a seal hole, and thus allowed me to taste the salt wa
ter. The occurrence of some hummocky sea ice, shortly after, 
would alone have set this question at rest ;lI<as it completed my 
satisfaction by ensuring this essential fact respecting our geo
graphy and the journey which we had thus made. 

Keeping on our course to the south-west until eleven o'clock, 
we passed an island which the guides called O-wuk-she-o-wik 
because the particular cod, termed by them O-wuk is caught 
near this place in the summer and the autumn; frequent
ing its shores, as they informed us; in great abundance. From 
this we turned toward the south, and, after that, to the south
east'; when, passing first a small lake where I procured a 
meridian altitude ,of the sun, and traversing a low shore of 
limestone, we arrived at the great lake of Nei-tyel-I!l at one 
o'clock.· , 

The east shore of this piece of water presellted a ridge of 
granite hills, and the guides pointed out on the faces of these, 
several winter huts which they called O-ka-u-eet. The guide 

° 
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Awack had left his canoe here; and he therefore separated 
from us to go in search of it, while we pursued our course to 
the southward, soon reaching the banks ofa river. I attempted 
in vain, at this time, to form some estimate of the size of this 
lake; for the snow-drift was so very heavy as entirely to pre
vent this, since I could never see more than a mile in any di
rection, during the time that we were near it. 

We found the canoe belonging to the other guide, on a 
small islet in the river; and, at this point,. we estimated the 
stream to be half a mile in breadth; while, as the ice on it 
was of very considerable thickne.ss, I was inclined to believe 
that the water was deep. From the information of the guide 
Ooblooria it rllns into the sea in a direction to the south-west 
of this islet, flowing out of the south-eastern end of' the lake 
which we had passed. The banks were of limestone; and, 
from some frag'ments of this rock, with the assistance of Mr. 
Blanky, I erected a cairn, and we went through the usual cere
mony of taking possession. At three o'clock we had finished 
all that we could now do in this quarter, and prepared for our 
Teturn. 

In no long time we found the canoe, which Awack had left 
for us to pick up, while he went forward to melt some snow to 
be ready on our arrival in the hnt. At six we reached the sea 
once more, and the river of Pad-Ie-ak at srven; at which 
time the weather had become settled and clear. I therefore 
ascended an elevated ground, with Ooblooria, and thus ob
tained a very perfect view ofthis extensive inlet. 

He here informed me, that to the quarter he pointed, ex
tending from north-west to south-west, there was a continu0us 
open sea, or a sea free of all ice, during tbe summer, :;Ind that 
at a short distance beyond a high and bold cape, which ter
minated the north-east shore of the inlet, no land could be 
seen to the .westward. But, from the south-west to the south
east, there was a'tract of land connecting the ground on which 
we stood with Ac-cool-Ie and the shores of Repulse bay, 
while there was no way into this sea from the south; so that 
if our ship desired to reach Nei-tyel-Ie from her present posi
tion, she must go round a long way to the northward. 

From this evidence which appeared to be as accurate as he 
was clear and consistent in giving it, I concluded that we were 
now looking on the-great western ocean, of which these people 
had so frequently spoken to us, tbat the land on which we 
stood was part of the grcat continent of America, and thftt if 
there was any passage to the westward in this quarter, it must 
be sought to the northward of our present position. To the 
c~pe in question I gave the name of Isabella, heing that of'my 
SIster, on whose birthday it ,,-as discovered. 

The guide Ooblooria now pointing to the south-west, said 
that the way to Oo-geoo-lik lay in this direction; on wl)leh I 
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endeavoured to persuade. him to accompany me thcre in the 
coming spring. In this, however, I could not succeed by any 
offers or promises that I could make; his objections seeming to 
arise from the great distance, and from the difficulty of pro
curing food; the last being a reason far too solid to be removed 
by aught but the complete demonstration of a sufficient and 
well-sellured supply. In the course of this discussion, he in
formed me that some of the tribe which inhabits that place had 
brought thcir people drift wood from it, but that none of them 
had ever been there; so that their communication was very 
limited, and their knowledge, of course, but imperfect. 

We reached our hut at nine in the evening, and found tllat 
, Awack had, as we had expected, arrived before us. He had 
displayed his newly acquired learning, or his ingenuity, in a 
rather unexpected manner; having succeeded in procuring a 
light by means of the oxymuriatic matches which he had seen 
us use for that jlllrpOSe; and he had·thus provided us with an 
amply supply of water; a refreshment of which we were much 
in need, and the want or scarcity of which is always exceed
ingly tantalizing in a country of snow and ice; seeing that we 
are living among water, walking on water, and eternallyan
noyed by water, in one at least, of its forms, and always for
getting that the snow and ice of this frozen land is a far other 
thing than that of our own winters, and not to be converted 
into drink without great labour and expense of heat. 

Being now on our'''II'ay home, we for the first time afforded 
ourselves a warm mess of grouse soup, while we also boiled 
some seal's flesh for our companions. Ooblooria was com
pletely tired, from his great exertions during the day. His 
partner was suffering-from snow blindness; and thus it fell on 
him .to lead the way, as it was unknown to ourselves. Thus 
labouring through snow which was often very deep, with the 
drift in llis face, and at a very quick rate, at the head of the 
sledge, he had gone at least forty miles, so that his fatigue was 
nl) cause of surprise. All slept soundly, and by ten o'clock the 
following morning, we resumed our journey homeward. 

At noon I observed for the latitude, near the east end of the 
great lake of Ty-shug-ge-wuck and found it to be 690 38' 53". 
Here Awack left us, but rejoined us again within four hours, 
at Tar-rio-nit~yoke; bringing with him the paunch of a deer, 
which they estt'em a great delicacy, together with some fish 
that he had concealed in the summer. We arrived at our hut 
on the inlet of Too-nood-Iead at four in the afternoon, and just 
in time to escape a most violent gale from the northward, ac
companied by a very heavy drift, which continued without 
intermission during the whole night, and made us doubly 
thankful for the shelter which our little nest aflotded us. 
It was sufficiently cold too; for the thermometer fell to mi
nus 16°. 
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April 10; towards nine on the following morning the gale 
began to abate; and as we were anxious to reach the ship, 
we set out at noon, when the wind gradually subsided, and the 
remainder of the journey proved very agreeable as the weather 
at length became as fine as possible. The guide Ooblooria 
was, however, in a very lamentable condition suffering from 
snow blindness, and his knees being ulcerated from the fric
tion of his frozen trousers. 

The Esquimaux sledge was occupied by the three canoes 
which formed the principal object of their journey, so that 
there was no mom in it for this unlucky man, who could 
scarcely see his way, in consequence of the streaming of tears 
from his inflamed eyes. 'I therefore desired him to seat him
self in ours: and was much pleased at the difficulty which 1 
had in prevailing on him; as his politeness or goodnature did 
not choose that we should walk for his accommodation. This, 
however, proved of no inconvenience, either to Mr. Blankyor 
myself, who were fresh, and had not laboured more than was ne
cessary to keep us warm. Knowing now also the ground, we 
took on ourselves the office of guides, walking at the head of 
the sledges alternately, to point out the best way through the 
rough ice and hummocks. It was, finally, the only good day 
and the only agreeable journey which we had experienced 
since quitting the sl)ip; while it also permitted me to make all 
the observations necessary for the future survey of this line of 
coas~; and thus we at length reached tlie Victory at six in the 
evenIng. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE SHIP, AND WITH THE NATIVES. 

APRIL 11 ; the wind became settled, and the sky serene, though 
there was still a little snow. The travellers were recovered; 
and the guides having received the promised files, departed 
very happy; beiag, however, to return the next day for a new 
spear each, in place of those that were broken, with wood to 
repair one of the canoes, which was much damaged. The 
average dimensions of these was ahout twenty feet in length, 
by a foot and a llalf in breadth. Some specimens of the sal
mon and lake trout were procured; but we afterwards got 
much better ones from. the sides of the sledg-es that we had 
purchased from them, which were formed of these fishes, fro
zen together into a mass. The service ofthe day, Sunday, was 
not omitted. 

April 12; there was a fresh breeze from the north-eastward, 
but it was not cold. It was necessary to build a new place for 
the thermometer, the other being inundated with water. A 
party came from the huts to thank us, bringing. a valuable 
seal-skin as-a present, with another of a pair of gloves for the 
mate, in lieu of a borrowed pair which the dogs had eaten. 
They received their wood of course, and gave us the native 
namcs of the fish used in constructing their sledges, which he 
had bnught, informing us that they were caught in thc lake of 
N eitchillee. 

April 13; the temperature rose so much, as nearly to rcach 
the freezing point, and the sky was overcast. It was stilI, re
markable, that during the changes of the wind ~m this day, 
the highest degree of the thermometer was when It blew from 
the north, and that it sank very quickly when the wind chang
ed to the south. We were not yet prepared with a solution of 
this fact. It is more easy to say than to prove, that there was 
open sea to the north, and that the south wind blew over a 
great extent of frozen land. There was ice enough, and land 
enough also, in the former direction, to render this explana
tion more acceptable in the closet, to those whom words will 
satisfy, than to us who knew the country. It was our busi
ness at least to wait for a better, whether that should arrive 01' 

not. A native came' to beg a"new stick for his spear, in lieu 
of his own, which was broken; but we thought it expedient to 
refuse, him. To give lightly, was to deprive ourselves of the 
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power of rewarding; even had it not been absolutely necessary 
to keep up the price of our commodities, lest they sllOuld fall 
to no value, and deprive us of the future means of purchasing 
what was indispensable. 

April 14; a visit from our friends to-day was satisfactory, 
inasmuch as we found that they had all recommenced taking 
seals. The weather, both on this and the following day, was 
mild and tranquil; and we received visits from both settle
ments, which were now united into one, so as to comprise nine 
families in eight huts. The vessel had heeled so much, from 
the failure of the ice on one side, that it was necessary to re
move the weight of snow from that part of the deck. It was 
now also time to clear away the snow-bank round the ship, 
being no JO'nger wanted. This found us work for the following 
day also. The temperaturr. during these three daJs vacillated 
on each side of zero; the greatest rise being plus 2°. On the 
last, another visit informed us that some of the party had re
moved to an inlet northward of their first position. 

April 17 ; Commander Ross and the mate departed on the 
sledge. The natives brought us a skin and a seal and I was 
again teased by one, while making observations, to show him 
where the seals might be found. To get rid of him, I pointed 
to a place at hazard, and, in the event, acquired the reputation 
of a conjuror, inasmuch as they afterwards caught three. 
Prognostication was, however, a trade far too dangerous to our 
l"eputq,tion to be indulged in, and I hoped that the opportunities 
would not often be forced on us in this manner. One of the 
seals was very gratefully brought to me as an acknowledg
ment, but the bearer was nevertheless rewarded with a file,. 
The first snow buntings of the season were seen this day. 
Commander Ross returned in the evening from the newly 
erected northern huts, about six miles ofl', and having explored 
the reported inlet, determined that there was no passage in that 
direction. Thus was one of our projects exterminated; but 
there were two still remaining. 

April 18; this Sunday was a calm one; but the tempera
ture did not rise beyond no plus. After church, one of, the 
men brought back thl'l iron door of the fox-trap which his bro
ther had stolen after he had built it. There seemed more 
temptation to steal, than desire to retain; for they had never 
a~y reluctance in returning what had been stolen. Their opi
Dlon seemed to be, that although it was wrong' to steal, no 
harm was done if the owner did not miss the property; an ar
gum~nt not uncommon, I am sorry to say, among their bet
ters III our own country, but not the more defensible because it 
llas.an apologist in Shakspeare. Making no concealment from 
theIr friends, ,these did not fail to .inform: while not denying 
when accused, they seemed to consid'er the whole matter, the 
reproach of thief, and all else, as a "good joke." Yet they 
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sometimes brouglJt peace offerings; as they did on this day,in 
a small seal. I also recovered the trough of the artificial hori
zon, which had been missed for two days, together with a dog 
which had been detained: the culprit, who was going to N eit
chillee, being appareutly very penitent, and desirous of making 
friends with us before his depart.ure. All of them were about 
to remove: and it is probable that we were more sorry than 
they, at a parting, after which, as we then thought, we were not 
likely to meet again. 

April 19; it blew fresh, with thick drift snow, but it did 
not prevent many of the natives from coming to us, to take a 
second farewell. Each received some present; and at ten, 
they drove off to the southward, leaving their former habita
tions empty. They were evidently sorry at parting, though 
expecting to see us at NeitchiIIee; and their final adieu was 
a universal shout of thanks and goodluck, in their own, now 
tolerably intelligible, tongue. 

April 20; there was a cold breeze till evening, when it lJe
came calm. A seal was brought to us from the northern vil
lage; and Ikmalik's son proposed to be a guide to Shag-a
voke, the station near N eitchilIe, where we were desirous of 
examining a strong current of the tide. He was accordingly 
kept on board till tbe morning, when the expedition was to 
take place: the promised reward being a file. They told us 
that they had seen the first gull of the season, on the day be
fore, which was good news; but we could not persuade them 
to remain all night, because they had promised to return. The 
engin!!ers were employed in cutting up the boilers, to obtain a 
new sheatlling for the outside, where i.he iron had been origi
nally bad, and whence arose some of our leakiness. The ther
mometer did not rise beyond zero. 

April 21 ; Commander Ross, and Blanky the mate, departed 
with their guide and seven days' provision; the weather cold, 
but clear, and the wind favourable. One of the former delin
quents bronght a seal-skin, and his brother a spear; but they 
were bought, not accepted. On their complaining they had 
taken no seals, they were informed that it was on account of 
the iron which they had stolen; an accusation which induced 
the former to confess respecting some, of which we did not 
kww. . 

April 22; on t1le twenty-second, it was colder than it had 
been for a month; the thermometer falling to minus 9°. The 
natives brought a large seal and four skins, which were 
bought; while they informed us, at the same time, that they 
were soon to leave their present station for a mOre southern 
one. At eight, our own officers returned from their journey, 
leaving the guide, who was quite exhausted, with his friends, 
Who had encamped six miles further, to the south of our sta
tion. 
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In spite of the cold and drift, they had succeeded in ascer
taining that there was a crooked channel, not more than two 
hundred feet wide, at the new settlement of Shag-a-voke; that 
it was a mile in length, and lay at tht> bottom of an inlet, while 
also leading inland, to the westward, into a spacious basin, five 
miles in diameter. It was the same which they had crossed 
in their former journey, before they came to the reported inlet 
into the western sea, where they had ascertained the existence 
of a narrow isthmus. The capes which bound the entrance of 
this inlet were visible from the ship, as was the continent to 
the south-east, which seemed to trend towards AkuIIee in Re
pulse bay. But I must give the narrative of Commander Ross 
in his own words. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

COMMANDER ROSS'S SECOND JOURNEY AND NARRATIVE. 

1830: WE had already ascertained that it was the western ocean 
which we had formerly seen across the narrow isthmus of the 
tract of land which we afterwards named Boothia; and coup
ling this knowledge with the account which the Esqui~aux 
had given us of the place which they called Shag-a-voke, and 
where thcy described a strong current running from the west
ward, through a narrow strait, we conceived the not unnatural 
hope that we might there find some passage into the western 
sea. The natives, indeed, gave us no encouragement; assur
ing us that the land was here continuous from north to south 
within the whole range of their knowledge, and affirming po
sitively that there was no passage where we fancied that one 
might possibly exist. But we did not think ourselves at all 
justified in taking this on their showing: they might not be 
correct; and, at any rate, we were sure that we should leave a 
source of repentance for ourselves, and probably a ground for 
reproach from our countrymen, should we be satisfied with any 
thing short of ocular demonstration; above all, when we had 
come so far for such an object, and had the means of absolute
ly satisfying ourselves, in our power. 

April 21 ; but as Awack and Ooblooria 1J0nJinued to suffer 
from their exertions during the last journey, and were unable 
to accompany us, Noak·-wush-yuk, a lad of sixteen or seven
teen, offered to act as my guide, and we accordingly began our 
journey on the twenty-first of April, at an early hour in the 
morning. 

The day commenced, unluckily, with haze and snow: and 
there was too much wind to allow us to travel with comfort or 
expedition; especially as that brought with it the usual snow
drift, which is the almost invariable attendant of a winter gale 
in these regions, We nevertheless held on toward the south
west, along the land, until we reached the inlet leading to 
Shag-a-voke ; getting sight of its entrance, and landing on one 
of the three islets which lie off the cape, which they term Ac
cood-Ie-ruk-tull., at four in the afternoon. Here the guide en
deavoured to persuade me that this was the place caned 
Shag-a-voke; but it differed so much from the description 
which I had received from Oobloorio, that, on my pointing up 
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the inlet, he immediately said Shug-Ioo-ooanga," I h~ve told 
a story," and begged to be allowed to build a hut; saylDg that 
he was so much fatigued that he could go no further. . 

By this time the wind had subsided, and tbe weather, wbICh 
had before been so disagreeable, was succeeded by a beautiful 
evening. UnVlilling, tberefore, to lose the advantage afforded 
by weather as rare as it was fine, the boy was put on the sledge, 
and we proceeded along the north-west shore of Ac-cood-Ie
ruk-tuk, in a west-souih-westerly direction: during which 
little journey I had an opportunity of ascertaining its general 
appearance. 

The entrance of tbis inlet is formed by Cape Tad-Ie-achua 
on the south-east, and the low point of Ac-cood-Ie-ruk-tuk on 
the north-west; these two points being about five miles asun
der.. Both the shorcs are composed of red granite ; and there 
are some islets lying off each of these points, in such a manner 
as to occupy a large portion of the entrance. In proceeding 
upwards into it, the shores gradually approximate; and, at the 
distance of about four miles from the entrance, where they take 
a remarkably tortuous coursc, the breadth of the inlet was only 
a hundred and twenty feet; that place forming its narrowest 
portion. Narrow too as this channel is, it is stili further con
tracted by some rocks witbin it, which l"ise above the water, on 
wbich, at this time, much heavy ice was grounded. From all 
these particulars, I doubted whether even a boat could be car
ried into the upper part of this arm of the sea; as it certainly 
would not afford a passage to any ship. 

But being now desirous to make a more accurate examina
tion than I could do while we were in motion, I selected a spot 
for a hut; and declaring my intention to halt, set N oak-wusb
yuk to work to build us the usual snow house: departing alone 
on this pursuit. That I might proceed the more lightly, I lef~ 
my gun behind, wbich I had soon occasion to regret; as, with
in an hour's time, I perceived two animals trotting behind me. 
lt being dusk, I mistook them for wolves, and though these 
were not the most agreeable companions for an unarmed man, 
I was infinitely more mortified at the want of my gun, on find
ing them to be two fine deer, which passed within ten yards 
of me. They were the first which had been seen tbis" season. 

I 'here saw, that above the narrow strait just mentioned, the 
inlet expanded again to a breadth varying from one quarter to 
three quarters of a mile; and after about three hours of quick 
walking, I arrived at its further extremity, and landed on the 
small islet where we had found Tulloack's canoe buried. I 
llad thus completed the examination of the only inlet to the 
south through which we could have hoped to find a passage to 
the western sea. 

This inlet, Shag-a-voke, derives its name from the rapidity 
with which, in the summer time, the stream rushes out through 
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the contracted and narrow channel whicl1 it must pass in its 
way to the sea; and I formerly remarked, tha.t the name is 
expressive of this fact: since the literal interpretation of that 
is, "it Tuns fast." Respecting the cause of this current there 
can be no difficulty, since the mass of water by which it is pro
duced is evidently deri ved from the melting of the !'flOW on the 
upper lands, the whole of which finds its wayin numerous 
torrents, as we had afterwards occasion to see, through the 
va.lleys which tend down to tlie head and the sides ofthis in
let. Hence the great rush of water in the early part, at least, 
of the summer, that being also the time in which this place is 
chiefly frequented by the natives, as it is the season of the 
fishery, when the salmon are labouring to work their way up
wards from the sea. 

It was midnight when I returned to the hut, which had been 
erected for some time; after a much longer journey than I had 
intended, but which I could not prevail on myself to shorten 
when I found myself led on gradually from point to point, lest 
I should leave this im'estigation incomplete. I must confess 
that I was extremely fatigued; as I had travelled fifty miles 
during this day, and had reason, on this account, to blame the 
stupidity of the guide in not having built a larger hut, We 
had great difficulty in forcing ourselves into it, by all our in
genuity and perseverance; and when there, it would not hold 
the three which formed our party, in any but a posture between 
sitting and lying; but it was, for that reason, the warmer, and 
we contrived to get some of the sleep which fatigue brings, in 
return for its grievances. 

April 22; it was not, llOwever, that sleep which the restless 
envy, and which all would gladly prolong. We were much 
more glad to rise than we had been to lie down, if such a term 
can be applied to a posture as like to that in the parish stocks 
as aught else, or the word bed to a "form n which even a hare 
could not have occupied, and which would have required all 
the flexibility of a fox or a rabbit. Luckily it was a very fine 
morning; and after having shook ourselves, like the bears, I 
proceeded to finish my observations, which being completed, 
we set out for the ship. 

As we procet'ded down the inlet, the dogs got a sight of 
three deer which were passing over to the opposite shore; and 
before we cauld stop them, or were well aware of the matter, 
they set oft' in fIlII chase, with the sledge at their heels. At 
every hound which this carriage made over the rough ice, somt" 
part of our bagS'age flew out, to the great amusement of our 
guide, who sbouted with joy at the "fun." The whole was 
soon out of sight, and we had nothing to do but to follow, and 
to pick up our instruments 'and other matters, as fast and as 
well as we could, till, after three IIOUl'S' hard walking, we over
took the machine, hard wedged between two piec.es of ice, 
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and the dogs so fatigued that they were scarcely able to move. 
No harm was however done, hut that of prolonging our jour
ney, as the course of tile deer was very different from ou~s; 
so that it was eight o'clock before we reached the ShIP, 
sufficiently tired. We were obliged, however, to leave our 
guide some miles in the rear, since he was incapable of keep
ing up with liS, and was in fact completely exhausted. But 
he llad found a party of his friends to receive him, and was 
therefore very well taken care of. 

In the morning he came to the ship; yet not with the same 
confidence as usual, and with a somewhat different reputation 
from that which he had carried out with him. The fact of his 
having attempted to deceive us by a falsehood, had been made 
known to his countrymen, and he was now called" Shug-loo," 
the liar. He was himself ashamed; though whether of his 
conduct or his nickname, we could only at first conjecture: 
but it was probable that his conscience was the cause, since 
be did not apply to me for the file which I had promised to 
him as a reward of his services; and, still more did this ap
pear to be the reason, because when I afterwards asked him 
why he had forgotten it, his answer was that he was not en
titled to it, because he had not told the truth. He, after that, 
related the whole affair to the people of his own party who had 
come to the ship with him; without any feeling of offence, and 
with perfect apparent simplicity. 

What sort of disapprobation is here attac11ed to falsehood, 
it was not very easy to discover; since it was more often a 
matter of jest with those people, than of actual censure. If 
that which is termed a "white lie" is only a matter of joke in 
this country, our friends here did not differ much from our
selves on the subject of veracity; but there seemed reason to 
believe that the merit or demerit of a real one, intended to de
ceive, depended on its success or failure; that, as in the case 
of theft, whether in Sparta or among its fellow savages of the 
South sea, the unsuccessful rogue was the only one deserving 
blame or ridicule; as the very fact that our friend was laughed 
at rather than blamed, confirms this notion. There have been 
two hypotheses, and two errors, among travellers who have 
visited the rude and savag'e tribes of the world. The one sees 
virtue everywhere, and even finds it disguised under the garb 
of vice: the other is the direct reverse. I cann<1t help some
times suspecting that we ourselves had been somewhat too 
much inclined to look at our Esquimallx friends through a 
Sltllny coloured glass; but at any rate, that is the most com
fortable view which preserves ourselves in the best humour. 

The farce, however, ended at last by a promise from the 
" liar" to commit this sin no more, on which the file was given 
to him; and he trotted off to join his friends with a light heart, 
and, doubtless, with a conscience no longer achif.lg. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

DEPARTURE OF COMMANDER ROSS ON A THIRD EXPEDITION
THREATENllW OF A RUPTURE WITH THE NATIVES-COMMANDER 
ROSS'S RETURN. 

1830; IT had now, therefore, l,een completely ascertained 
that there was no passage into the western sea to the south of 
the 70th degree; and it therefore became unnecessary to lay 
plans for proceeding in this direction with the ship. The 
more minute examination to the northward, was therefore the 
object to which our attention was next to be directed. Thus 
also did we find reason to be thankful that we had made no 
further progress; little as we foresaw, at one time, that we 
should have come to such a determination as this. Had that 
been the case, we should have been entangled still deeper in 
a bay encumbered with peculiarly heavy ice, and, after all, 
been obliged to retrace our steps to the northward; while 
under infinitely greater difficulties in extricating ourselves, 
and perhaps not to have rescued our ship from the ice during 
thelwhole summer. It was not an unimportant part of the report 
of this journey, to find that the reindeer had been seen only 
twelve miles to the south'of our place, with innumerable tracks 
of the same animal, attended by the traces ofitheir enemies, 
the wolves. 

April 23; being St. George's day, the usual ceremony of a 
royal salute and the display of flags was adopted. There was 
DO one, indeed, to witness this customary loyalty; but it was 
right to maintain the etiquette ofthe service. The better part 
of the day, after this, was occupied in cutting out the rudder, 
which had received some damage from the ice; but there was 
still a holiday left for the crew. Some of the natives arrived; 
and the guide boy passed on his way home. 

April 24; the morning began fine, but ended with snow from 
the northward. Making an excursion to the top of the neigh
bouring hill, two Of the natives joined me, and pointed out the 
position of Shag-a-voke, when I also ascertained those of many 
more places that were named, and learned the native names 
of some of those which we had seen, as well as of our own 
place and the hnmediate neig,hbourhood. We afterwards pur
chased what they had, and ,sent them.home fortified with a 
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dinner. The ice in the tanks was this day reduced to a bushel 
and a half for the week; so much less was the evaporation 
within, under the recent temperature. 

April 25; it was cold in the wind, though the tl1Crmometer 
was at 20 plus; and there were some showers of snow, with 
an overcast sky. We rect';ived a visit from the peopl~ in .the 
northern village, who were about to remove to N eltchIlle. 
Nothing else interfered with our usual duties and repose on 
Sunday. .' 

April 26; on Monday; the natives arrived from their three 
stations. There were some skins to sell, and there was also 
a present of boots for Commander Ross, from the Dlother of 
his guide, as a testimony of gratitude. It was settled after 
this, that they should furnish another guide next day, to an 
expedition intended to the northward for the purpose of ex
amining the reported passage in that direction but as it after
wards was discovered that some of them were to go there on 
their own pursuits, the arrangements were made accordingly. 

April 27: Commander Ross and one of the mates departed 
to explore the inlet to the northward. At the village all was 
confusion, in consequence of the death ofa child that had been 
killed by a stone falling on it. The father and five brothers 
came out, in an apparently frantic state, with their knives in 
their hands; and as it was doubtful what this meant, our own 
party prepared their guns, on which the father was forced back 
:into the hut, and peace was restored. It was then settled that 
the man and boy, who had been previously engaged, shonld 
accompany the party in the morning, being confident that they 
shoul<l see mnsk oxen. On board we had abundant work, in 
caulking the ship as far as the men could contrive to reach: 
and this, with other preparations for our future journey, occu
pied the following day also, which presented no particular 
interest. 

April 29; The two last days had been gradually becoming 
colder, and the thermometer to-day was at minus 20. The 
caulking and pitching were finished, and the men commenced 
to fit the skins on the canoe frame which they had prepared. 
The thermometer at night sank to minns 9°; and a snow storm 
came on in the morning, with the wind from the northward. 
It was impossible to work outside of the ship, and we received 
no visits. 

In summing up this last month, I Dlay remark that the first 
balf was much warmer than was to have been expected at this 
season; bnt the end was so cold, that the average for the 
whole was zero. The most important of the events in it were 
the two journeys: and the sum of the information procured by 
them appeared to be the following: 

We were sure that we were on the continent of America. 
The western sea had been seen; but we found also that if there 
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was any passage to it, that must be within a degree to the 
northward of our position, at the bottom of Prince Reo-ent's 
inlet, and in Cresswell bay, where after sailing up six mil~s,'no 
land could be seen in any direction. As the limits to our ne
cessaryresearches were thus much contracted, our obvious busi
ness was to examine minutely the several inlets to the north
ward: while should, we find the passage, we should return to 
Prince Regent's inlet. and.examine the only remaining opening 
on the south side of Leopold's islands. This had been done, 
as far as it could by land, in the first journey; but the result, 
thus far, was not satisfactory. It was for a future day to know 
the success of the· expedition on which Commander Ross had 
just proceeded .. 

Much needful work had been done in the.ship, and tIle men 
were in good health: they had even escaped the usual inflam
mation of the eyes from snow; excepting the mate, who had 
suffered from it in his first journey, The ice had been found 
seven feet and a half thick; and we did not expect that it 
would increase any more. Many good observations had been 
made, and the experiments on sound continued: but the results 
of these were so irregular that we knew not yet what conclu
sions to draw. 

May 1; This was not the May-day of the poets, but it was 
mild, at least, till the evening, when there was a stron~ north
easterly breeze. There were no visits from natives; and though 
many hares were seen, none were killed. We expected the 
return of our party to-day, in vain The midnight temperature 
was minus 40 , and the barometer fell half an inch. 

May2; There was still no signs of our party, nor did the'natives 
visit us. After church, the mate and a party went five miles 
in the direction in which they were expected; but returned 
without any tidings, The thermometer rose, for some hours, 
to plus 180 : no observations could be taken, excepting a tran
sit of the moon; such was the state of the sky. 

May 3; Our party being still absent, we began to be 
anxious: and Mr. Thorn, with the surgeon and two men, were 
consequently sent to the northern huts, to see if the natives 
were still there, and, if not, to deposit a supply of provisions, 
with a sig;nal to give notice of its place: it was possible they 
might want it, and they would be thus enabled to continue out, 
and proceed in their investigations without returning to the 
ship. In the mean time, llOwever, some natives arrived from 
another village, and informed us t~at our party ~ould arrive 
the next day with a musk ox whIch they had kIlled. They 
sold some skins and received their dinners; being nine in 
number. Shortly aferwards, Mr. Tho!ll return.ed.; and having 
found the huts emptied, executed hIS commISSIOn. It was 
c~rtain that they were gone to Neitchillee; bnt those who had 
been with us were to remain some time longer. 
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May 4; OUf party returned in the afternoon to our great 
satisfaction. They had killed two musk bulls, and llad brought 
part of them within three miles ofthe ship. It was much more 
important to know that they had found a channel leading to 
the western sea: but, as on the former occasion, Cj)mmander 
Ross's narrative must be given in his own words. We lost no 
time in sending for part of the beef: the animals had been un
usually large ones. Many reindet'r had been seen; and some 
ptarmigans shot on the wing, to the great surprise of the native 
guide. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

NARRATIVE OF COMMA.NDER ROSS. 

1830: As the season was now rapidly advancing, I became 
very desirous, if it was possible, to visit that place to the north
ward which the natives called Aw-wuk-too-te-ak, as a prepa
ration for the journey which we had projected to the 'Vestern 
Ocean. The Esquimaux had now also broken np into different 
parties: and we were therefore afraid that thf'Y would all quit 
our neighbourhood before we had ascertained the position of 
that place. It was, to us, a very important one, if their infor
mation was correct: since they said that, beyond that point, 
the coast turned and extended to the north-west, and that 
this was the only route by which we could get round to the sea 
of Nei-tyel-le. Correct as this information might be, for 
aught that we could suppose to the contrary, having no grounds 
to form any conclusion, we t~lOught it a remarkable circum
stance, as it was one which diminished our confidence in the 
reporters, that althoug'h many of these people had been at 
Aw-wuk-too-te-ak, and some of them three or four days jour
ney beyond it, none had ever gone to Nei-tyd-le by the route 
which they indicated to us. All theiI information was derived 
from report; and when they spoke of a communication between 
the eastern and western seas, existing at a certain point, we 
bf'gan to suspect that this was at so great a distance as proba
bly to imply the passage at Barrow straits. 

But nnder any doubts, whether Aw-wuk-too-te-ak was si
tuated at no greater distance than we were told, or wherever it 
might prove to be, it was most needful that we should see it. 
The country was quite unknown to us; every thing around 
was equally obscure or doubtful; however generally accu
rate the geographical descriptions of these people had proved, 
they could never be thoroughly trusted; the land might b(' in~ 
tersected at any part by narrow ~trai1s,or we might be on an 
island: while, under any view, it was our business to search 
this country as we would seek for tIle mouth of a liver; since 
for this purpose we had come, and since we could never fore
see where the long sought honpur might not be lying in wait 
to reward our exertions. 

A large party of the Esquimaux had corne to thy ship while 
p 
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these reflections werc passing through our m-inds; and taking 
ad vantage of this incident, one of tlJem was eng-aged to con
duct me to the place in question, and the arrangements made 
for our departure on the following' morning. I was to be ac
companied by the mate Abel'llethy; and the surgeon was to 
attend me to the huts, where the guid(' was to meet us, that JJe 
migh t bring word to Captain Ross of the nature of our final ar
rangements for the journey itself, and of the probable time of 
our absence; so that, if needful, he might take measures for 
supplying us with provisions. 

'We departed accordingly, early on the morning of the 27th 
9f April, and approaching the hllts were exceedingly disap
pointed at not hearing the cheerful shouts with wh-ieh we had 
IJeen usually gr('eted. That was succeeded by a very disagreea
ble surprise, on finding that the women and children had been 
all sent out of the way, since we knew this to be a signal of 
war; a fact of which we were specdily convinced by seeing 
that all the mcn were armed with their knives. The fierce and 
sullen looks of these people also boded mischief: but what the 
cause of all this could be, it was quite impossible to conjec
ture. 

We could see them better than they could distinguish us, as 
the sun was in their faces; it was the noise of our dogs which 
gave them notice of our arrival and proximity; and as soon a~ 
this was heard, one of them rushed out of a hut, brandishing
the large knife used in attacking bears, while the tears were 
streaming down his aged and furrowed face, which was turning 
wildly round in search of the objects of his animosity. In 
~n instant he liftE'd his ann to throw his weapon at myself 
and the -surgeon, who were then within a few yards of 
llim, having advanced in order to ascertain the cause of all 
this commotion. But the sun, dazzling, caused him to sus
pend his arm for an instant; when one of his sons laid hold of 
Ilis uplifted hand, and gave us a moment's time for reflection. 

The result of that was, of course, an immediate preparation 
for defence; though we could have done little against such 
odds as our unexpected em'mills displayed. We therefore re
tired to the sledge, where I had left my gun; and not daring 
again to quit it, as Mr. Abernethy had no arms, waited for 
the result, whilE' losing ourselves in vain conjectures respect
ing the cause of offence, seeing that we had parted good friends 
on the preceding day. t 

The ferocious old man Pow-weet-yah was still held fast, 
and, now, by both his sons, who had pinioned his arms be
hind him; though he strove hard to disengage llimself; while 
the rest of the party seemed to be standing in readiness to se
_cond any attempt which he might make on us. That there_ 
was some difference of opinion among them, however, and 
that all wcre not equally hostile, was plain from the conduct 
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of these young men; so that we could still hope for some par
ley before matters came to extremity. They now began to 
talk among themselves, and then separated in such a manner 
as to be ready to surround us, whiell having nearly effected, 
and we not choosing to be cut off from the ship, I warned 
those who were closing in on the rear, to desist. This pro~. 
~uced ~ short pause, and a still shorter conference; but tht·y 
~mmedlately again began to close in, brandishing theIr 
knives in defiance, according to their usual custom, and had 
nearly gained their objcct, when finding that further forbear
ance would be hazardous, I placed the gun to my shoulder, 
and was about to fire, when I fortunately saw that the threat 
alone was sutlicient to give them a check. With a little lost 
of time, those who had advanced nearest broke off, in evident 
alarm, and retreated towards their huts; thus leaving us an 
open passage in the rear. 

But as I could not induce any of them to approach, or to 
answer my questions, we continued for nearly half an hour in 
this state of suspense and perplexity, when we were relieved 
by the courage or confidence of one of the woman, who cam\:: 
out of a hut j list as I was again raisiug my gun, and called to 
me not to fire, advancing up to our party immediately, with
out showing the least mark of fear. 

From her, we soon learned the cause of all this hubbub 
which, absurd as it was, might have had a fatal termination 
as we should probably have been the chief sutl"erers. One of 
Pow-weet-yah's adopted sons, a fine boy of seven or eig-ht 
ycars of age, whom we knew, had been killed on the preced
ing- night, by the falling of a stone on his hpad. This they 
had ascribed to our agency, through the supernatural powers 
which we were obliged to possess; while the father, not very 
unnaturally under this conviction, had meditated revenge in 
the manner which we had experienced. 

I had much difficulty in persuading the good woman that we 
were totally ignorant of this catastrophe, and that we were 
very sorry for the misfortune; she however repeated all that I 
had said to tw.o of the men who had not taken any share in the 
business of the attack, and who now approached us unarmed, 
in tokcn of peace. Their object was to persuade us to go back 
to the ship, and to return in three days, when they offered to 
be our guides to the desired place. But many reasons opposed 
this scheme; of w hie-h the chief was, that as this was the first 
misunderstanding that had occurred. between us, it was essen
tial to come to an understanding, and to renew our friend~ 
ships, without any delay, lest the opportunity should not 
again occur; as they might go away in the mean time, wlJe
ther from fear of our returning ·in greater numbers, or for any 
other reason, and thus, not only cause a lasting estrangement 
as to tl1emselves, but a.general hostility or desertion on the 
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part of all the natives within their c?Imexions or reach i thus 
renderino- the whole land our enemIes. I therefore objected 
to this p~oposal, and declared that I would not go back till 
... ~ c were all once more good friends: "hen perceiving that the 
hostile party was gradually approaching our group, though, 
probably, but to hear the conversation that was passing, I 
drew a line on the snow, and declared that none of them 
should cross it without putting away their knives, which they 
still continued to grasp in theirrighthands, with their arms folded 
across the breast. After some conversation among themselves 
their grim visages began to relax, the knives were put up; 
a.nd becoming at last apparently convinced that we had no 
concern in the death of this boy, they seemed now very anxi
ous to remove the unfavourable impression which their con
duct, as they must needs conclude, had nlade on us. 

But they still urged us to return to the ship, because, as 
they said, it was impossible for them to make use of their dogs 
till three days had passed away after the death of anyone be
longing to a family. Though in all probability this was really 
a funereal usage, or a settlt-d period of mourning, I was un
willing to yield this point, could I possibly carry it; as tbe 
loss of even three days at this season was an important consi
deration. 

I therefore produced a large file, offering it to anyone of 
the party who would go with me, and assuring them at. the 
same time, that if they all refused I should go alone, and they 
would thus lose the reward. On this, a consultation of some 
minutes took place, in which I heard the word" Erk-she" 
(angI'Y) frequently used, accompanied by my name: which 
being ended, the mali call Poo-yet-tab seemed to yield to his 
wife's entrcaties, and offcred to accompany me, provided I 
would allow Il-lik-tah, a fine lad of sixteen or seventeen, to 
be associated with him. 

This, I of course agreed to, as two companions would be 
more useful than one; and they accordingly went off to the 
huts to prepare for the journey. That the peace was now con
sidered as perfectly re-established, there could no longer be 
any doubt; since they crowded round us, soon resuming tbeir 
usual fliendly and confidential behaviour, and putting on that 
c~jeerfulness of countenance which was their habitual expres
SIOn. 

If I h~ve dwelt on this adventure at some lcngth, it is be
cause tillS was the only occasion on which they ever silO wed 
any hostile feelings towards us, duling all the years which we 
passed in their neighbourhood. I must not, however, take to 
m;rself all the ~erit of having brought our little party out of 
thIS adventure III safety: the coolness and self-possession of 
my two companions were mainly conducivc to a termination 
of that, in which the least act of temerity or incaution might 
have cost. the whole of us our lives. 
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It was at ten o'clock that we commenced our journey to
wards the north-west corner of the bay, and we were followed 
by the acclamations of our friends as long- as we wcre within 
hearing-. Mr. M'Diarmid went back, as was agreed, to inform 
Captain Ross of what had happened, and to say that we ex
pected to be absent fOUT or five days, as far as I could judge 
from the calculation of the guide; so that our party consisted 
now but of four, including the two Esquimaux. 

The baggage and provisions were placed on two sledges, 
eacb drawn by six dogs; and by their aid, we travelled yery 
quickly over the smooth ice of the bay. After having thus 
made ten or twelve miles, the guide Poo-yet-tah stopped bis 
sledge, and said that he was going to a seal hole that he knew 
of, at some distance on our left hand. As I could not help 
suspecting that he might leave us and return to the huts, I 
proposed to accompany him; to which l1e ~onsented without 
any hesitation. 

After we had walked some time, he, being in advance. 
turned round, and striking me on the breast, said that I was 
" good;" when remarking also for the first time, that I had 
left my gun behind,' he placed his spear in my hand, saying 
that I should be armed as well as he, and drew from his dress, 
where it had been concealed, his long knife, for his own arm. 

On arriving at the seal-hole, he lay down, and putting 
his nose to the slight coating of snow by which it was ('overed, 
said that the animal had dest'rted it for some days. As there 
was thus nothing to be gained, wt' returned to the sledges and 
continued our journey; each, by turns, undertaking to leael 
on foot, and then, in rotation, taking his seat in the vehiclt'. 

At two in the afternoon we entered an inlet which the guide 
called An-ne-reak-to. running in a north-north-west direction, 
and being about a milt' wide at the entrance. The eastern 
cape of the opening was named by him N e-ak-kog-e-nek; an 
appellation.derived from a rock projecting through the shinglc, 
which bore a fancied res3mblance to a human head. The western 
point, termed Neek-ler-rid-yeoo, fo.rms the termination of Ac
cood-le-ruk-tuk; a name which they seem to apply to all 
pieces of land, or peninsulas, which are nearly surrounded by 
water, be that fresh or salt. . 

We continued, hence, to journey along the western shore of 
this inlet, till we entcred the mouth of a river, about a mile 
and a half from its entrance, turning off to the west~no.rth~ 
west, and leaving to our right the termination of An-lle-reak
to. This part of the river is called Ac-cood-Ie-it-pang-ut, and 
though covered with fresh water ice, bore cvident marks of a 
rise and fall of the tide on its shores. At three o'clock we ar
rived at a point where the stream was contracted, so as to 
produce a rapid, or fall, of about twenty yards intlength ; but 
bence our journey became exceedingly laborious, as the 
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whole valley was so filled with loose sriow tl1aj; we could no 
longer pursue the windings of the river as we had hitherto 
done. Thus far, the right bank of the stream consisted of 
loose hlocks of limestone, through which masses of gneiss 
could be seen projecting in different places, while the left side 
ascended from the water in a gentle slope, so as to attain an 
elevation of a hunured feet at the distance ofa mile. 

At six:we came to a small lake, which is the source of this 
river, snrrounded by high, rugged, or precipitous shores, the 
ravines of which were filled' with closely-packed drift snow, 
by which the summits of tbe hills in the distance were also 
covered. From this place we then turned more to the north
ward, crossing a high ridge for the purpose of reaching ano
ther lake, anu undergoing great labour during an asc.ent of an 
hour and a half, from the steepness of the ground and the 
depth of the snow. It was not till ten at night that we arrived 
at our haltingl,lace, and finished this day's journey; men, and 
dogs too, all equally tired with a laborious ~truggle against a 
high. wind and driving ~now, during a space of thirty miles 
which we computed that we had travelled. 

The two Esquimaux soon erected an excellcnt snow hut, 
and, after our suppcr of frozen meat, we betook ourselves to 
rest; bei[]g all so fatigued that we could not converse, even on the 
events of the moming, on which I should otherwise have 
entered, for the purpo'se of understanding better the natnre of 
their funereal usages, as well as that I might convinee myself 
of the entire removal of all their fancies respecting super-
natural and mischievous agency. . 

April 28 ; the night was ext.remely tempestuous ;and, in the 
morning it blew very hard from the ll(Hth, with a heavy driving 
snow, so that we could not quit our hut till nine. From this 
eause we made very little way tm towards noon, wIlen the 
wind moderatefl a good deal, after which the day became 
beautiful. The latitude by a meridional observation, w3s70° 
25' ]9", and, at this time, being noon, we passed a great 
Immber of Esquimaux marks placed on a islet in a large 
lake. This, as olfr guides informed us, was a fishing station 
much frequented m the summer and autumn; the lake abound
ing with salmon dming these seasons, which was the time 
durin~whi~h they ascended from the sea, through a river which 
finds Its eXIt from the north-eastern corner of this piece of 
water. The station itself was called Nap-pur-re-uk-ta-Iig. 
This .place is entirely surrounded by granite hills, and the islets 
consIst of the same rock. The lake· itself is of a very irregular 
shape, and of considerable extent fi'om north-east to the south
west. 

Leaving this spot, we erossed thj.s piene of water i.n a north
westerly direction, but found the travelling very laborious, 
from the great depth of snow, whic'h wa_s also lo.os·c, and oc-
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cupied t11e course of the river and lake: bei ng unfortunately 
the direction lUost convenient for us. This, like all similar 
places in this country, they called It-tib-lin-nc-ak. Though 
the road was as bad as could well be, throughout the wholc of 
this hollow, or watercourse, there was one place which far out
did the rest. This was a frozen rlt)id in the river, where, il'l 
addition to the irregularity and roughness of the ice, which 
projected in slippery masses through the loose snow, the de:.. 
clivity was so considerable that the sl('dges ran down it with 
feaTful rapidity, getting before the dogs, whibh they dragged 
along, and endangering the vehicles themselves, with all 
which they carried. 

We found a more safe, though a more rugged path for 
ourselves, and halted at five o'clock to make the necessary 
observation for the longitude. It was vefy wonderful that 
the sight of the instruments revived in the mind of the guide 
the belief in our powers of conjuration. And as the idea of 
eating is ever predominant in the mind of an Esqnimaux, while 
hunting and fishing are almost the only occupation of their 
lives, his inquiries took this very natural turn. Should we find 
any musk oxen hy means of t.his inexplicable brass work, or 
see them among the hills. while looking' so intensely through 
these tubes and glasses? In fact, we were in the parts frequen
ted by those animals; and it was a very natural conclusion 
that we had come thus far, and taken all this trouble, for that 
1110st important of all purposes, a dinner or a feast. Poo-yet
tah had yet to learn that civilized Europeans must gain their 
dinners by operations much more circuitous than killing 
and eating them: and would have been puzzled to understand 
a system which had brought so many 111en in a large,ship, all 
the way from England to his shores, that they might command 
the means of present and future dinners by measuring angles 
and looking at the moon. 

I was by no means desirous, however, of passing for a con
juror. We had found ourselves iu a sufficiently awkward 
predicament already, in consequence of this, to us, unenviable 
reputation: and I therefore declared my total ignorance of 
111usk oxen and their ways. A t this he spemed greatly disap
pointed, and then proposed that we should build a Imt in this 
place, to watch for them; but on my expressing a desire to go 
still further this day, he qnickly put @nhis good-tempered face 
and we proceeded accordil1gly.. 

In less than halfan)JOur his sharp eyes observed the tracks 
of several of these animals on the face of the steep hill, at the 
foot of which our road lay. On examining' them, he found 
that the animals had passed many days before; but making 
a further search, he soon fOlllfd the traces or two whicll he 
asserted to have been at this spot on this very evening. We 
therefore went hack.to the sledges; and after selecting a spot 
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to build a hu t, and leaving'the work to be executed by the 
boy, he took his bow and arrO\1S and set off; le~ving two of 
his dogs in couples, and desiring me to follow wIth my gun 
and favo~rite dog Tup-to-ach-ua. 

On regaining the tracks he immediately let slip the dogs, 
and I followed his example with mine. They went ofl' at full 
speed, and were very soon out of sight; as the nature of the 
surface did not allow us a very distant view of the ground. 
His politeness, however, induced him to thipk me too mUCH 
fatigued to accompany him in search of the dogs and the 
game; and he therefore sl ackened his pace, refusing to leave 
me behind, though I urged him to do so lest we should loose 
our expected prey, and assuring me that the dogs would take 
good care of their own business. 

We went on, tlferefore, laboriously enough, for two llOurs, 
over a very rugged country and through deep snow; when 
finding that the footsteps of the dogs no longer followed that 
of the oxen, 11e concluded that they had got up with the ani
mals, and were probably holding one or both ;of them at bay. 
\Ve soon found this to be the fact, on turning the angle of a 
]1ill ; when the sight of a fine ox at bay before the three dogs 
cured our fatigue in an instant, and we went off ourselves at 
full speed to the rescue. 

Poo-yet-tah, however, kept the lead, and was in the act of 
discharging his second arrow when I came up. -We saw that 
it had struck on a rib, since it fell out without even diverting 
the attention of the animal frolll the dogs; which continued 
barking and dodging round it, seizing it by the heels when
ever they had an opportunity, or when it turned to e~cape, and 
then retreating as it faced them. In the meap time it was 
trembling with rage, and labouring to reach its active assail
ants, Imt unable to touch them, experienced as they were in 
this service. 

It was easy to see that my companion's weapons were of 
little value in this warfare, or that the victory would not at 
least have been gaiued under many hours; as he continued to 
shoot without apparent effect, finding his opportunities for 
an aim with much difficulty, and loosing much time, after
~vards, in recovering his arrows. I was pleased, therefore, 
Independently c.f the value of the expected game, to find an 
opportunity of shewing him the superiority of our arms, and I 
therefore fired at the animal with two balls at the distance of 
a,b?ut fift~en yards. They took effect,' and it fell; • but 
T1smg again, made a sudden dart at us, standing close together 
as we were. We avoided the attack by dodgil1g behind a 
la!ge stone which was luckily near us; on which, rushing 
WIth all its force, it struck its head so violently, that it fell to 
the-ground with such a crash the hard ground around us fair
ly echoed to the sound. M.y guide, on this, attempted to stab 
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. it with his knife; but failing in this, he sought shelter be~ 
hind the dogs, which again came forward to the attack. At 
th.is time it was bleeding so profusely, that the long hair on its 
sides" ere matted with blood; yet its rage and strength seemed 
undiminislled, as it continued to advance and butt with the 
same ferocity as befqre. 

In the mean time I had reloaded my gun behind a stone 
and was advancing for another shot, when the creature rushed 
towards me as before, to the great alarm of Poo-yet-tah, who 
called to me to return to the same shelter. But I had time 
to take a cool aim; and it immediately fell, on the discharge 
of hoth> baneis, but not till it was within five yards of me, 
The sight of his fallen enemy made my companion scream"and 
dance with joy, and on his coming up, it was dead; one ball 
having passed through the heart, and the other having shat
tered to pieces the shoulder joint. He was lost in astonish
ment at the effect of the fire-arms ; first carefully examining 
the llOles which the balls had made, and pointing out 
to me that some of them had passed qnite through the animal. 
But it was the state of the broken shoulder which most sur
prised him; -nor would it be easy to forget his look of horrol' 
and amazement, when he looked up in my face and exclaimed, 
" Now-ek-poke ! "(it is brOken.) 

We had now been eighteen hours without any refreshment, 
and I naturally, therefore, expected that my friend would 
have lost no time in extracting a dinner out of the ox. I had 
however done him injustice; his prudencp. was more powerfnl 
than his stomach. He was content with mixing some of the 
warm blood with snow, thus dissolving as much as he required 

_ to quench his thirst! and then immediately proceeded to skin 
the animal: knowing very well, what I might have recollected, 
that the operation would shortly become impossible, in conse
quence of the severity of the cold, which would soon freeze 
the whole'into an impracticable mass. For the same reason, 
he divided the carcase into four parts; afterwards disposing of 
the paunch and intestines in the same manner, their contents 
being previously separated. I did IIOt before know, that thcy 
did not eat these as well as the analogous matters of the rein
deer; and could only conjecture, that at this season of the 
year, the plants on which the musk ox feeds were disagreeable 
to their taste. In the rein-deer, the matters, found in tad!' 
stomachs are considered a great delicacy; and however our 
own might revolt at a vegetable dish cooked in this manner, 
this forms a very useful and salutary ingredient among their 
gross animal diet, since it is scarcely possible for them to col
lect any eatable vegetables by their own exertions. 

As we were unable to carrY' off our prize, we were obliged 
to build a snow hut over it, after which, setting up marks to 
enable us to find it again, we set out on our return to the place 
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where we had left our companions. Tn the way, we discover
ed another ox about a quarter of a mile off, uuder the fnce of 
a. precipice, but were far too fatigned to think of pursuing it. 
The guide, however, assured me that this was of uo conse
quence, since it would remain there for some time and we 
mig-ht easily go after it in the morning. , 

April 29; we reached the hut that had been built, at five in 
the morning of the twenty-ninth, hungry and fatigued enough 
to find a yery serious enjoyment in a hot supper and rest. We 
had brought away some of the beef, and found it exceedingly 
good, not having at this season of the year, the least flavour 
of musk. In August, at Melvilleisland, on a former oc&usion, 
this taste was very offensive; and it is only consonant to 
other experience in many animals, that this effect takes place 
in the rutting season. My observations here, made the lati
tude 70° 35' 49" and the longitude 00 38' 33" west of the ship. 

We had not been asleep more tlJan four or five hours, when 
we were awoke by the shouts of Poo-yet-tah and the bar,king 
of the dogs in full cry. On inquiring of the boy, he infor
med me that our native guide and huntsman had crept 
out of the hut silently, about an hour before, and was gone 
in pursuit of the ox which we had seen on the preceeding day. 
In a short time he .returned, and told us that he had found 
the animal grazing on the top of the hill, that he had ad
vaucedupon it by the only accessible road, keeping himself 
in the middle of his dogs, and that he had done this with 
so much rapidity that the creature finding no other mode of 
escape had thrown"itself over the precipice. 

On going to the spot, we accordingly found the carcase ill 
the place which he had mentioned, exceedingly mangled by 
the fall, which had exceeded thirty feet, while the place which 
it lJad struck was an irregular block of granite. As far as use 
was concerned, it was however no worse than if it had been 
uninjured; and the same operations were therefore repeated; 
the whole day being afterwards occupied in this work, and 
in bringing the meat to our hut. 

This, however, left me time for mv observations; and the 
morning proving fine, I was successful 111 making them. Among 
other things I thus ascertained that our present situation 
was about forty miles from the ship, in a direction north 190 

west. In the afternoon, there arose a strong breeze with 
drifting snow; so that we were glad to have recourse to the 
shelter of our huts, and thus also made our dinner at a much 
earlier hour than usual; getting into our fur bags sbortly after 
that we might ensure a good night's rest. 

lt blew so hard from the north during the whole day that 
w.e were unable to leave the I111t; which gave us an opportu
nity of some conversation with our guides and companions, 
and which I made use of in endeavouring to extract from 
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them a fuller history of the event whicll had led to our dissen
sions, and of their feeling and proceeding-s in consequence. 

Poo-yet-tah himself was equally anxious to explain; so 
that it was scarcely Ilfcessary for me to name the subject. 
Having commenced, he proceeded in his taJe with so much 
rapidity and vehemence, that it at first seemed to me as if 
be bad re-excited his anger on this subJect, and that we were 
now likely to renew a quarrel which had been suspended 
not settled. I soon found, however, that all this energy was the 
result of his anxiety to convince me that his friends were not illl 
reality to blame, that they had acted under what they believed 
a conviction of our treachery, or evil interference, and that we 
ought now to be perfectly reconciled, since we had exculpated 

'ourselves to their satisfaction. Tbe peacemaker was even 
the more praiseworthy, that I mistook the energy of his. elo
quence on the amiable side, for a renewal of hostilities and a 
declaration of war. 

In spite, too, of their numbers on that occasion, and of their 
evident intention to attack, they were impressed with a strong 
feeling of our superiority; an impression which we were, all, 
naturally, most desirous of cultivating; since it was not less 
a ground of respect, as it must ever be amon?," rude .nations, 
than a tower of defence to us under the numerical ditl'erenoe 
between ourselves and this collected nati()l1. Under this 
conviction, be thanked me frequently for not killing his father, 
or hrcaking llis shoulder as I had done that of the musk ox; 
while he stHl seemed to fear, that when I returned to the' ship 
I shonld do him some harm. I endeavomed of course, to 
convince him that nothing ofthis kind could everhappcn, that 
we were all attached to his people, and desired nothing so 
mudll as to continue friends: and with these assurances he 
seemed satisfied. 

If the remainder of our conversation was not highly inter
esting, it will serve to convey some ideas respecting the 
nsagesofthesepeople. I was at first surprised to hear my guidOl 
Poo-yet-tah call Pow-weet-yah his father; since, to my eye, 
there were not many yeaTS of difference in age. On asking 
the reason, I was informed that he was only the step father, 
and that he was even the second in this relation which Poo
yet-tah had possessed; while both of them were sllcb during 
the lifetime of hi8 own father,. who had taken another wife 
and left his own to the first of these two. It was, however, 
an amicahle:separation, The man had desired to migrate to 
the westward, and the wife, on the contrary, preferred staying 
among herrelations; they therefore separated, a short time after 
his birth, and the woman then married a man called Arg-loo
ga:h by whom she had four more sons. This husband was 
drowned: leaving his widow a large fortune in the sha;pe of 
these five sons, who are here considered a valuable estate, 
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since the maintenance of the parentin old age devolves on them. 
Thus she easily procured another husband, Pow~weet-yah, the 
brother of her tirst one; but by this marriage tht're were no 
children. To replace this want, they adopted two grandsons 
as such; and the boy who had been killed was tht' t'ldest of 
thost'. The original husband, Ka-na-yoke's true father, had 
also procured a son by adoption, among the triht', at Oo-geQo
lik, to which he had gont', and he was now living in a small 
island, called O-wut-ta, thret" days' journey to the westward 
of Nei-tyel-Ie. 

The terms husband and wife are words of usage: the ideas 
are simple, and excite no doubts; the language is smooth, and 
belongs to good breeding and good morals: and the term mar
riage is one which equally excites neither reflection nor com
mentary. It has been the custom, too, however it began, to 
praise the temper, conduct, and morals of these tribes; hut 
some readers may perhaps qucstion the conjugal system and 
usages vf this peoplc, should they take the trouble to think 
on the subject; as they may also perhaps suggest that concu
binage, and not of a remarkable strict nature, is a more fitting 
term than marriage, for the species of contract under which 
the parties in question are united. 

They might even be the more inclined to think so, had,they 
heard the further anecdotes which Poo-yet-tah related to me 
.on this subject; of which it must, however, suffice to .notice 
one, as a sort of gencral result. Among the Esquimll;ux ofIg
loolik whom we bad formerly visited, it was not unc6mmon for 
a man to have two wives; a practice that excites no surprise, 
"vide spread polygamy is, and has been from all time. But 
my friend here informed me that he and his half brother had 
but one wife between them, as, if I tightly also understood, 
this was held a justifiable system, and, if not very common, 
merely such because of a general numerical equality between 
the sexes. Of this custom we had found no instance at Igloolik : 
and I know not that it is related by travellers of any but cer
tain tribes in India. Others must consider for themselves, of 
the propriety or delicacy of such a connexion as that of two 
brothers with a single wife, since I do not set up for the moral 
commentator on a people, respecting whom everyone is no\\! 
nearly as well informed as myself; so mueh has been written 
respecting them by us, the recent northern navigators, and by 
many more, foreigners as well as English. 

As it was my intention to make an excursion in the direction 
of Oo-geoo-lik after returning from my present journey, I 
procured fro~ my informant a list of the names of all those 
w~om I was likely to meet, and was charged at the same time 
WIth several messages to them. These I wrote down, as the 
best letters of introduction that I could have reccived; and, if 
aught ('ould now have been wanting, the entire confidence be-
tween us was thus perfectly established. . 
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Thus this dreary day was sllOrtened ; and a truly dreary one 
it was. The wind without, howled round our walls of snow, 
and the drift which it brought sounded against them with a 
hissing noise, which I was g'lad to forget in the talk that render
ed it for a time inaudible. If our house was but four feet 
liigh, so that it kept us constantly in a sitting posture, it was 
nevertheless warm, and, by eontrast, comfortable; a far bet
ter one has not often been so acceptable, and has rarely indeed 
afforded such a sense ofthankfnl security and enjoyment. 

The talk of our friends did not, however, prevent them from 
using their jaws in a very different manner. During the 
whol~ day they were employed in remoying the meat from 
the d-x; cutting offin long narrow slips, which, in the usual 
manner, they crammed into their mouths as far as they could 
push it in ; then cutting the morsel from the end of their noses 
by the means of their sharp knives, they bolted the mouthfuls 
asa hungry dog would haye done. Thus passing the slice 
from one to the other, alt~rnately, they contrived at length to 
swallow all the meat from the neck, hack bone, arid ribs, of 
one side of the ox: suspending their motions, however, every 
now and then, to complain that they could eat no more,and 
lying baek on their beds, but still retaining their knives ill 
one hand, with the unfinished morsel in the other, and again 
beginning with the same energy as before" as soon as they 
felt it possible to get down another lump. 

Disgusting brutes! the yery hyoona would have filled its 
belly and gon;') to sleep: nothing but absolute incapacity to 
push their food beyond the top of the throat, could check the 
gormandizing of these specimens of reason and humanity. 

By the time that they seemed really incapable of devouring 
any more, our own soup was ready, and I the·refore offered 
them to partake. Out of politeness Poo-yet-tah,tvok two orthree 
spoonfuls, and then confessed that he could swallow no more. 
Placing my hand on his stomach, I was perfectly astonished 
at the distension which it had undergone, and which, without 
such an examination, I could not haye believed it possible 
for any human creature to bear; as, had I not known their 
habits, I should have expected'that nothing but death could 
be the consequence. 

May 1; this enormou~ stuffing ca%lsed our guides a restless 
night; if they had possessed a term for the nightmare, we 
should probably have heard of it in the morning. In the mean 
time the gale moderated; so that, when we rose at five o'clock 
on the next day, the weather was such as to allow of our pro
ceeding; though still hazy and somewhat threatening, as the 
breeze was from the northward, and was accompanied by some 
drift. . 

Our sledge was soon loaded, but the guides had not so soon 
r.eeovered from. the effects of their dinner, so that it was past 
seven·o'clock before we could get them to m()Ye. But when 
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ready, Poo-yet-tah said, onmy, expressing my unwillingness to 
loost' another day, that as we should be obliged to travel over 
high hills, where the sledges could not go, we must leave all 
our baggage at the hut, and that we might then proceed to 
Aw-wuk-too-teak and return to sleep. 

vVe accordin('-)y set out at half-past seven, taking' with us 
our arms and tl~ree of tIle dogs, in case of our falling in with 
any more of the musk oxen, and leaving Mr. Abernethy and 
the boy in cbarge of1he baggage. Travelling over a very rug
g-ed country covered with deep snow, during two hours, we at 
length decended on the,lake which they caJl Aw-wuk-too-teak 
and which will be found on future charts. 

This piece of water extends, according to its longest dlmen
sions, from north-east by east to south-west by west, and, in 
this direetion, appeal'ed about four miles in length. In shape, 
it appeared very irregular, as it is bounded by five distinct hills, 
separated from each other by all equal number of ravines, 
which, during the thaw, are watercourses, supplying the lake. 
WhNe it empties itself, the issuing stream is broad, and ap
peared to be shallow; hut its source seemed to be a rapid one, 
and its termination was in the sea to the llorthward. 

The names of these hiHs as given by the guide are as follows, 
distinguishing them qy their true bearings, from the centre 
of the lake; namely, that to the west is called Pood-Ie-ra-nuk, 
to the north-west Il-Iow-nuk, to the north-east Ac-cood-Ie-ruk.:. 
tuk, to the west-south-west Tak-ke-noo-ra-lig, and to the 
south Il-low-na-Iig. poo-yet-tah further informed me that 
the lake contained three different kinds of fish, which remain 
in it throughout the winter, that it was of great depth, and that 
in the smaller lake to the eastward, called Ow-weet-te~week, 
where the party that first saw our ship in the September of 
1829, had been encamped, there was also abundance of fish' 
of a large size. 'ii 

Leaving the water side, we now ascended the 11igh hill on 
the north-east si.le, called Ac-cood-Ie-ruk-tuk, and on reach
ing its summit which we had surmounted soon after ten o'clock, 
I could see the high rugged ice extending from the north
north-west to the north-east I:fy east. The hazy ,state of the 
weather however limited our view to a distance of four or five 
~liles, so tha~ it was impossible for, to ascertain the depth of an 
lUlet, of whlCh the entrance seemed to be formed by the 
separation of the spot on which we stood, from a remarkable 
cape that we had named the Old Man of Hoy, when on our 
way to the sOllthward during the preceeding autumn and
whic~ I had no difficulty in rQcognising. 

TIns was the place where I had expected, if any where, to 
find the way open to the western sea, since it was that which 
the natives had spoken of to us on several occasions' or thus 
at least, we imagined, as it was not very easy to _cdme to a 
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J'ight understanding on this subject. The man called Ib-lu
shee had indeed assured us that the opening; at this place was 
the mouth of a large bay, and that we must travel many 
days to the northward before we could find a passage to the 
westward; an assertion whiob made me suppose, as I }Jave 
already observed, that he could mean nothing but Barrow's 
strait. But as we had not examined the present inlet, sinca 
it ,~as filled with fixed ice w hen we had passed in the pre
ceeding ye<).r, I thought it indispensahle to take the present 
opportunit' of doing thi~, that we mig-ht at least remove the 
natural uncertainty which we felt respecting it. 

When, however, I came to examine the nature of the ice 
which now lay between us and the inlet in- questiun, as well 
as the great distance (hat it would be necessary to travel for 
that purpose, I found it impossible to undertake such a work 
at present. Poo-yet-tah indeed became very anxious ;'hat we 
should return, as he saw that the north wind, with its driving 
snow, was rapidly incrcasing ; but, as the haze seemed partially 
clearing away, I proposed to him to descend to the beach, as I 
mip:ht hope thus to get a better view. 

This, however, he absolutely refused: but, as IfeIt confident 
that I could find my way without Ilim, I went off, and left him 
to follow his own inclinations. In about an hour and a half I 
reached the beach in question, which was formed of loose frag
ments of limestone, and found the tide out: while as far as I 
could see, the ice consisted entirely of hummocky masses which 
had been closely packed against the shore at the commencement 
of the winter. 

I had not gained much by my attempt to investigate this 
piece of ground; for the falling snow, and the thick haze by 
which it was accompanied, obscured everything in such a man
ner that I could never see beyond two miles, if! even saw so· 
far. The weather also became more unpromising, in~tead of 
improving; so that I resolved to give up all further pursuit of 
this object and tumed my face to return to the hut where I 
had left my companions. . 

On this, I immediately heard Poo-yet-tah hallooing from 
behind a stone, close to me, and was not a little surprised to 
see him, when I expected that he had been safely lodged in 
the hut by this time. I found that he had followed me slily, 
to watch my proceedings; being desirous of discovering the 
6bject of so long a journey from the ship as that which I had 
thus undertaken, and probably also conceiving that I had 
here'some object of profit in view, in the findingdf game orfish, 
in which he was desirous of partaking. I had great trouble 
in trying to persuade him that I ha9. no other pursuit than 
to see this place among others, yet did not finally succeed 
in convincing him; ~ince, 'however possessing that knowled~e 
of geography which is so genera! among these people, thelf 
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pursuits and acquisitions of this nature are all directed to the 
immediate and important end of procuring food. 

On further conversation, he told me that he should be at 
Ow-weet-te-week in th.e summer, together with his brothers, 
for the purpose of hunting or fishing, and that they would 
bring us salmon and venison. Wishing to know the situation 
of this place, that I might be able to recognise it again from 
the ship, he agreed, and we set forth together. 

After two hour's travelling towards the south east, we cross
ed the lake of Ow-weet-te-week to a hill on its eastern shore; 
and on ascending it, be showed me the spot where his tent 
had been erected in the preceding summer wben we passed 
by, and where he was to be in the impending one. He also 
pointed out to me some stores of food which bis com
panions had abandoned on their leaving this place; and, 
opening one of his own, produced some pieces of ironstone 
which he had wrapped up ill a piece of swan's skin; remind
ing me of what I had forgotten, that he had promised me some 
on our arrival at Ow-weet-te-week. He said that one of his 
brothers had found it, in the preceding summer, on the shores 
of an islet called Toot-ky-yak, which was.a day's journey to 
the north-west, and that it had been takf'n from beneath the 
water, by the washing of which it was probably rendered more 
obvious to their inexperienced eyes. This substance constitutes 
tbeir only article of commerce, and they exchange what they 
have obtained every three or four years, with the natives of 
Oo-geoo-lik ; getting drift wood in return, and,' in a similar 
way, purchasing the potstone of which their kettles are made 
from the inhabitants of Repulse bay. 

Poo-yet-tahnow bf'came anxious to return tothe hut; but as 
we passed the footoftbe Mil wbence I obtained tbefirst view of 
the sea, I prevailed on bim to accompany me to tbe top. The 
weatber indeed bad become even more unfavourable than be
fore, but I could not bear to abandon a spot which seemed to 
contain the only chance of a passage by which our ship might 
reach that western sea which I had now seen.· My la,bour 
was however lost. The snow began to fall ihicker, nothing 
could be seen, and we were glad to descend again in baste, 
and made our way back to the hut. 

In our progress thither, we put up a pack of six grouse, and 
I had the good fortune to bring down one with each barrel. 
These were the first objects tbat Poo-yet-tah llad Sf'en shot on 
the wing, and his surprise was greater than it had been at 
the killing of the musk ox. Shortly after, they rose again at 
half a mile's distance, when he urged me to fire once more as 
he afterwards wished me to follow them to the spot where 
they had alighted after this flight. But I did not choose to 
risk my reputation, or rather that of the gun, which it was im
portant to preserve while we had also now more game than 
we could use, or transport to the ship. 
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We therefore pursued our journey, and arrives at the hut: 
_at seven in the evening; being just in time to save ourselves 
from the commencement of one of the most stormy nights we 
~ad ever experienced. The wind blew during the whole of it, 
In the most violent gusts that can be imagined; descending 
from the hills around with such squalls of driving snow, that 
they threatened as much to demolish our little structure as 
to overwhelm and bury us in a hill of their own make. This 
indeed they nearly did before the gale moderated; such was 
the accumulation of snow that was blown up into deep ridg-es 
around and above our hut, which was, however, too strong 
and solid to give way to the force of the wind. We were 
afterwards surprised to find how very confined this storm was 
since there was nothing more than a moderate breeze at the 
ship, though only forty miles distant. - • 

May 2; Having been well recruited by a night's rest, I 
had hopes of inducing Poo-yet-tah to make another excur
sion to the sea; but we had first to encounter the task of dig
ging ourselves out ot the snow. This occupied four hours, 
since it had attained a depth of six feet above us; and when 
we were at last freed, we found it still blowing hard, and the 
air filled with haze, and with snow drift from the surrounding 
hills. The appearance of the weather was certainly most 
unfavourable to this or any other travelling; and the guides 
were very desirous to remain at peace in 'the hut. To this I 
should have agreed, if I could have prevailed on them to 
have gone once more with me to Aw-wuk-too-teak; but this 
was absolutely refused, so that I was compelled to abandon 
this project for the present. 

I now reflected on the uncertainty of the weather at 
th is season of the year, and being also aware that our absence 
from the ship had been prolonged beyond the time which 
had been anticipated, I became fearful lest considerable an
xiety should be felt by Captain Ross on our account, and 
the more so from the circumstances of doubtful friendShip 
.with the natives under which we had departed. It was pos
sible also, that some incon"enience might occur in conse
quel;ce of our absence; more especially, should that induce 
Captain Ross to send out an- expedition in search of us. 

Coupling these reflections with the fact that it would 
reqllire several days to examine the iulet in a satisfactory 
manner, and that these probable inconveniences would be 
materially increased in consequence, I at length resolved to 
return to the ship, and to take some better opportunity of 
completing an examination too important to be slurred over 
as it must have b.een under such circumstances as the existing 
oneS. Knowing its exact pqsition, I could also now revisit it 
withautdifliculty, and, should that be necessary, without a 

Q 
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guide; so that although I had not attained the object in view, 
I had saved future time by having thus:pioneered the way. 

We therefore began our journey at eight in the morning; 
the sledges being heavily laden, and;,the travelling, in conse
quence, both difficult and laborious. Often, indeed, where 
the ground was especially bad, we were obliged to throw off 
a part of our load, and then, after advancing with the remainder, 
return to bring it up; then proceeding as best we could, 
though of course with no great speed. 

About noon we saw that Poo-yet-tah was separating from 
our own party, and was leading his sledge on to the left shore 
of the-lake. We therefore followed: and, on coming up to 
him, found his inducement to have been the tracks of some 
musk oxen which he had seen and was now tracing. He 
expressed a strong desire to kill some more, and wished that 
I would halt here for that purpose; a very natural wish on his 
part, and one that I would gladly have complied with, not 
only on his account, but for the sake of ourselves and our crew 
on board, had there been any use in making such an acquisi
tion. But we had already more meat than we should proba
bly be able to carry to the ship, and the state of the ground 
was as yet such that we could not contrive to bury it so as to 
protect it from the wolves and gluttons. It was therefore to 
kill the poor animal for no end, or rather perhaps to regret 
that we were in possession of a valuable supply of fresh beef 
for our people, which we should be compelled to abandon to 
the beasts of prey whose tracks were every where visible. 

I therefore refused to stop here, and tried to pursuade them 
to go on; but in vain. Turning- a deaf ear to my representa
tions, Poo-yet-tah immediately ])egan to build a 1m!. saying 
that we must sleep in it this night. He evidently believed that 
we could l1Ot, by ourselves, find the hut in which we had 
slept UJJ the night of the twenty-seventh, which was t.he placc 
that we had proposed to reach when we had set out in the 
morning. I was, indeed, somewhat doubtful of that matter 
myself; but rather than suumit to the loss of another day, I 
determined to make the attempt, especially as the weathcr 
l)egan to improve every hour. 

It was, nevertheless, to the considerable surprise of our two 
guides when we departed without them; and as we occasion
ally turned, to see whether they might not change their minds, 
we saw them abandon their work several times, for the appar
ent purpose of watching the route which we were taking, and 
the progress that we made. The former was a subject of some 
hesitation, and the latter far from rapid: since the recent gales 
had completely obliterated our former tracks, and the fall of 
snow had so altered the features of the country in some parts, 
whi/e others had heen bared and rendered blaek by thc storm, 



TO TIl.Ii: ARCTiC ROOIONS. 

that I continued in great uncertainty about the road till we 
arrived at the place called Nap-pur-re-uk-ta-lig. Here I im
mediately recognised the peculiar form of the lake, and thus 
found that we had not materially deviated from our intended 
direction. 

If our progress was small in proportion to the time and ex
ertion we had spent in reaching this place, so were we exceed
ingly fatigued, and suffering much from thirst. I was there
fore obliged to unload the sledge in the middle of the lake, for 
the purpose of getting at the spirit lamp, that we might melt 
some snow for drinking; which having done, we were soon 
refreshed and fit to continue our journey. 

It must appear strange to our readers ignorant of these 
countries, that the peop1e suffer more from thirst, when travel
ling, than all other inconveniences united. By us, at home, 
where the snow can never bc very cold, where it can therefore 
be easily melted by the ordinary heat of the body, and where 
it can be eaten as a substitute for water, the very different 
temperature of the same substance in that country is easily 
overlaoked, as many persons are even ignorant of this fact. 
No great inconvenience can occur as to this ID'.ltter, where its, 
heat is rarely much below the freezing point, and scarcely ever 
falls as low as twenty degrees. It is a very different thing 
when perhaps the highest temperature of the snow during the 
winter months, is at zero, and when it often falls to minus fifty 
or more, or to 800 below the point at which we should at
tempt to thaw or to eat it in England. Were it not so bad a 
conductor as it is, we could, in this country, no more take it 
into the mouth, or hold it in the hands, than if it was so much 
red hot iron: but, from that cause, this consequence at least 
does not follow. The effect nevertheless which it does produce, 
is that of increasing, instead of removing, the thirst which it 
is endeavoured to quench; so that the natives .perfer enduring 
the extremity of this feeling, rather then attempt to'remove 
it by the eating of snow. I am not sufficiently acquainted with 
medical philosophy to explain this, nor am I aware that it has 
been explained; and it is, perhaps, as unfoonded, as it is, in me 
.presuming, to suggest that the extreme cold of the material 
thns swallowed, when the body is heated and exhansted by fatigue 
may bri.ng on some inflammatory state of the stomach, so as to 
cause the suffering in question. . . 

Resuming our journey across the lake, we found the travel
Hng .. much improved by the late gales; and, soon after mid
night, we arrived at the hut, trllly exhausted by fatigue. In this 
condition, it was an exceeding mortification to find that a wolf 
had torn off the door with which we had secured its entrance, 
and that it was filled with snow. We were the]'eforecompel~ 
led to commence digging into it, tired as we were; when, after 

, an hour's hard labour, we contrived to make it habitable forth'e 
night, and got into Clur bags at two ill the morning. , 
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When we awoke, and began to bethink ourselves of depart
ing, the weather was very unsettled and blowing in squalls 
from the north; while fresh falling snow added to the obscurity 
and annoyance caused by that which was drifting before the 
wind from the faces of the hills. The dogs too were so tired, 
by the labours of the preceding day, that nothing but my great 
anxiety to rejoin the ship and relieve the probable fears of Cap
tain Ross and our other shipmates, would have induced me to 
proceed. 

We found the travelling extremely bad: but the worst part of 
it, by far, was a space of about a mile, crossing the high ridge 
which separared the next lake from that which we had left. 
This alone cost us from nine in the morning until two; nor did 
we accomplish it without making three separate trips with the 
sledge, so as to bring forward all our matters to the same point. 

On the lake, however, the ice was as smooth as glass, for the 
winds had swept it clean; so that we crossed it very quickly, 
and at a run all the way, having the additional advantage oCa 
breeze in our rear, which very much diminished our exertions. 
The river had been laid equally bare; and, though comparative
ly rough, it was slippery, so that we got over it easily,with the 
exception of a few falls in the snow holes which are generally 
found in ice ofthis nature. 

In the evening, by seven o'clock, we arrived at that expan
Qed portion which I had formerly named after the Rev. Edward 
Stanley; and at nine reached the western point of the inlet 
called An-ne-re-ak-to. The whole length of the Stanley river, 
from the lake to the sea, I thus found not to exceed ten miles,. 
while its greatest breadth appeared to be ahout a quarter of a 
mile. We had been informed that it ahoundcd with fine sal
mon in the summer; and we could now see the evidences of 
this, in the remains of huts scattered about its banks, being the 
places where the natives are accustomed to secure and conceal 
their winter stocks of fish. 

We were now approaching the huts where our threatening 
adventure had occurred at our first setting out; and being doubt
ful of their feelings, or uncertain of what might have occurred 
during our absence, I was desirous of passing them unobserved, 
if I could; the more so, as we were now alone, and the 
absence of our guides might have been a source of new suspic
ions, or the cause of a renewal of hostility. But as' soon as we 
had reached the level ice of the bay, we saw Ib-Iu-she coming 
towards us though evidently approaching with much caution, 
asifnot quite sure of his reception. If this proved the exis
tence of very different feelings from that of hostility, the fact 
that he was unarmed sufficed to remove all doubts, and I there-\ 
fore greeted him in our usual kind manner, to his infinite delight.' 
Explaining then to him the proceedings and objects of the 
guides that we had left behind, the chief of whom was his _bro-
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ther, for whom he had at first expressed considerable anxiety, 
he became quite satisfied, and went off to communicate the 
news to his party at the huts. . 

In no long time we gained sight of our ship, after having 
now traveI1ed eighteen hours, without rest or refreshment. Un
luckly, at tbis moment, one of the runners of the sledge sank 
into a deep crack, and stuck so fast that we were unable to 
extricate the machine by all the force that we could apply. 
We were therefore obliged to throw off the load, which we did 
with much difficulty, as we were both seized with a giddiness 
that theatened fainting; to have undergone which at this tem
perature, and with no aid at hand, would probably have been 
fatal to us. This, liowever, being effected, and our stores left 
behind, to be brought on the next day by our comrades of the 
ship, we got into, the sledge, !tnd arrived on board the Victory 
lit:fourin the morning of the fourth of May, exceedingly fatigued, 
but otherwise in good health. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

REPETITION OF HEAVY SNOW-ANOTHER EXPEDITION BY COMMAND
ER ROSS-ANOTHER EXPEDITION UNDER MY OWN CHARGl,;-SUMMARY 
OF THE MONTI-I OF APRIL. 

1830, May 5; It was colder on this day than on the preced
ing,and there was afresh breeze. We were visited bya large 
party of natives from the northward, bringing some good skins 
for sale. There came afterwards from the westward, the two 
who had been Commander Ross's guides on the last journey; 
but they had not been able to bring the other musk ox, and 
had not seen any more. On the following day, May 6; another 
party came from the southward, bringing some seal, and 
some skins; and, afterwards, an old man whom we had not seen 
befoTe, and who was father to two of the boys whom we knew. 
His wife, it seemed, had left her last husband, of three, to live 
with him: and as far as we could make out, this was law, or 
usage equivalent to law. Tikatagiu also arriving, on his way 
southward, I engaged him to remain, that he might accompany 
me in a tour on the following' day. 

May 7 ; A heavy fall of snow rendered this journey imprac
ticable; it would at least have been useless. The guide him
self was much more pleased to remain on board than to travel 
in such weather. May 8 ; it was equally useless to proceed 
the next day, as every thing was buried in snow; but the 
guide went away himself to fetell his canoe. In the evening 
we received a visit from the stranger old man, his wife, and 
two children. The wife was a young one; but we found that he 
had another, while the two young men had but one between 
them; the whole party living together. There was also an old 
women with two husbands, uniting to form this strange poly
gamous family; and we were assured that matters went on 
with perfect harmony. Of course, it required more intimacy 
than we had yet attained with these tribes, to understand 
thoroughly their system of matrimonial arrangements; but what 
we thus alreadv knew, sufficed to render it probable that the 
history which Calsar has given of our British ancestors on this 
subject, is not so untrue as it has been sometimes thought. 

May 9; a northerly wind, as usual hrought the thermometer 
from zero up to 180. Sunday service being performed, the 
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m.an who had gone fo), his canoe returned with the frame on his 
back, having brought it from Sbag-a-voke. He was promised 
a new hoop foJ' it, if he would bring us a seal; and, perferring 
to travel at night, set off at ten o'clock. A fox was taken in 
one of the traps. 

The weather continued cold: but when the snow ceased, it 
was clear. A party went to the great lake to measure the 
ice, which they found to be eight feet thick, and the water 
seventeen fatboms deep. They saw no fish, but baited and 
set some lines. The temperature continued again far lower, 
May 11, than was to be expected at this season; giving 
some disagreeable anticipations. Some natives brought a skin • 
. The traces of reindeer and hares were seen, and eight snow 
buntings killed. At the end of our base line, soundings were 
obtained in 90 fathoms. 

~I[ay 12; all the power of the sun, with a clear sky, could not 
raise the temperature beyond 110. No fish was found at the 
lines, but a ptarmigan was shot. Two of our chief friends 
among the natives arriving, arrangements were made for a new 
journey. May 13; some more came from the south, on the 
following day, but brought nothing; they went on to the 
northern huts; and, finding that this party was gone on an 
expedition, returned to sleep on board. The thermometer 
ranged between Ie and 15°. 

May 14; nearly the whole of the northern party came to us 
and brought the head and skin of the second musk ox; but 
as it had lost the hind legs, it was spoiled as a specimen. They 
also brought the remaining quarter, or rather haunch, which 
weighed forty-three pounds, together with some skins and a 
specimen of a greenstone chisel. May 15; our only success in 
sporting was a single grouse. We had stipulated fol' a seal, 
for our dogs, but they did not arrive on the next day: having 
been probably unsuccessful. Every thing was arranged to-day 
for the contemplated journey on Monday. The fitting of tile 
ship went on; but the condensing tanks were now removed,~as 
being no longer necessary. 

May 16; church being held as usual, a large party came 
from the northward, and another from the southern village; 
but they brought no seal, nor aught else. The last informed as 
that they were to break up the next day, and to divide into 
two parties; one for hunting the musk oxen, and the other for 
fishing in the lake, Each promised to bring us supplies before 
they took leave. The thermometer was about 10°. 

May 17; the men and the leading mate went on with the 
sledge and the boat, for the purpose of transporting them a 
stage of ten miles, when the men who were not intended to 
proceed were to return. This theydid in the evening; on which 
Commander Ross and the surgeon proceeded in a small sledge, 
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to join tIle mate and the advanced party. No supplies arrived 
from the natives, nor did we see any of them. On the following 
day, May 18, it became so much warmer that the thermome
ter rose to 300 • and small pools of water appeared on the rocks, 
under the influence of the sun. The eyes of the men who had 
constit,nted the party of the last expedition had bee~ inflamed 
by then journey, and they were taken care of accordmgly, 

The surgeon returned, wi th the mate, from the detached 
party, which he had left about twenty miles off, under the 
care of two Esquimaux ; bringing back their sledge and dogs. 
The mates eyes were so much affected. that he could not pro
ceed. They had purchased food for the dogs, from the Esqui
maux; and their stock of provisions was increased by the return 
of our two officers. We were pleased to find on the following 
day, May 20, that the weather continued to favour their 
expedition. The differeptpatients were better, and we proceed
ed to lay gravel round the ship and over the Krusenstern. 

The sun could not raise the thermometer beyond 190 ; and on 
going to the 1101e which had been made in the lake, it was 
found covered with ice six inches thick; the ice of the lake 
itself being seven feet and a half. The baits were untouched; 
and our other search after game proved unsuccessful. On the 
following day, May 22, we ascertained that the ice near us had 
not increased in thickness, though there were four inches formed 
in the hole. The track of a musk ox was seen on the ice not 
far from us. A summer tent was made, and some sails re
paired. 

May 23; this Sunday was the anniversary of our departure 
from England. The musk ox furnished us with fresh boiled 
and roast meat for the whole crew. It had no more taste of 
musk than before; and, having been longer kept, was more 
tender. During their walk after church, the men tracked a 
white bear, as well as some bares and grouse. In the evening, 
Ikmallik, the geographer, with his wife and family, and two 
other men, arrived, with the intention of attending Commander 
Ross on his expedition; and were much disappointed to find that 
he had been so long g'one. It appeared that hehad miscalcu
lated the day, counting ten instead of five. We borrowed 
a dog from them, as 'our own were all absent, in case we should 
meet the bear that had been marked. They bad been unsuccess
ful in seal hunting, but had discovered some holes, and hoped 
shortly to bring us an animal for the dogs. Each of the men 
received a fish-hook as q. present; and the wife a pincushion. 
One of the men gave proof of his parental afrection, by giving 
bis stockings to his boy, who had stepped intoa pool of water, 
and going barefooted home. 

May 24; the canvas roof was to day taken of as far as tbe 
mainmast, the sledge prepared and other work done to the ship. 
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May25; the wind was north; but at midnight, thethermOlneter 
was at plus 12°., Both days were clear and fine: the work went 
on ; a ptarmigan was killed, and the tracks of deer and wolves 
was seen. We had a right to conclude that tbe former were 
migrating to the north, with their ene-mies hanging on their rear. 
It was the highest tide we had yet witnessed; rising to nearly 
eight feet. 

May 26; the first fog we had seen this year came on this 
morning, and was followed by a fine day, the thermometer 
reaching 25°. The snow was reported to be melting fast; and 
a hole being cut in the ice, in a place which had been originally 
late in freezing, in consequence of a current, it was found to be 
little more than five feet thick. The temperature continued 
rising on the following day, yet slowly: ahd the mean, being 
the highest we had seen this year, was 20°. At the hole just 
mentioned, I found a current, running a mile an hour to the 
eastward,with ten fathoms water, which was less salt than 
that near the ship. The footmarks of deer continued to tanta
lize us ; it was difficult to guess how they contrived to pass in 
this manner, so long, without being seen. 

May 28 ; the weather be-came so much warmer as to average 
250 , rising to near fhe freezing point. I ascertained, from a 
measured base, that the height of the highest hill near us was 
400 feet: that of the island near us was forty. I obtained 
five sets of lunar distances, and made some trials with the dip
ping needle. A brace of ptarmigans was killed. The thermo
meter rose next day to ~4°, and I obtained more lunar distan
ces: preparing also for my intended journey on Monday. 

May 30; after divine service we waited in vain for our 
promised guides, whose appointment had been fixed for tliis 
day. I knew that it would take a Jongertimetoconvey theprovi
sions to the appointed place without their assistance, and there
fore determined to go by ourselves, in advance. The sledge 
was therefore loaded with five days' provisions for Commander 
Ross's party, and eight for my own, with the addition of a 
summer tent; and I departed at seven, with the surgeon, two 
mates, and one ofthe Ihe teasers. An additional partywas taken 
to draw our sledge ten miles, when they returned; leaving us 
at one in the morning. 

That I may not interrupt the narrative of this journey, 
I shall here give the summary of the present month. 

The anxiety which naturally attended Commander Ross's 
absence during the expedition he had undertaken, termina~ed 
in congratulations on account 'of his safety and success. His 
guide had conducted him to the narrow channel leading be
tween the two seas, and he had determinrd its latitude to be 
such as to give forty-five miles to the north of our position; 
being in one of those inlets which could not be explored, on 
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account of the ice, situated a little to the northward of Eliza
beth harbour. Hence it was probable that Cape Manson 
would be found to form the north-east point of America suppos
ing the sea to be continuous to Cape Turnagain. 

The exploring of the coast to the northward of Pad-Ie-ak bay, 
together with that to the westward of it, had furtber been the 
work of the same officer, as at Neitchillee. In his journal, 
will be found what I need not here l'epeat, respecting the 
commencement of tbis expedition, and tbe little obstructions 
which it experienced at the outset. And if I 'need not notice 
those and some other matters relating to the outfit, so is it un
necessary to give any summary of our transactions with the 
natives, during tbis month, since they included nothing impor
tant in addition to the details already given. 

The temperature of May was considerably below that mean 
of the former expeditions with which I have so often com
pared our own monthly ones, being only.plus 15°; while that at 
Port Bowen was 17Q 65', and the mean of the fuur di/rerent 
places 16°. This augured but ill for our speedy release: but 
we were willing- to think, that baving taken better care of 
our thermometer it had only shown a lower temperature be
cause the others had been managed with less attention to a 
true result. 

We had been constructing lee boards for our ship, with tIle 
intention of making her more weatherly: and our labours in 
l"efitting the rigging were in a state of great forwardness. 
Many observations, of variolls kinds bq,d been made. 

As yet there was no appearance of scurvy; but two or three 
of the men showed just enough of threatening to make us fear 
that they would not be long exempt, unless we obtained a 
more ample supply of fresh provisions during the coming 
summer. The snow blindness was not more common among 
us than with the natives; and, in other respects the health of 
the men was good. We had not succeeded in procnring much 
game: while, in reality, we were too steadily occupied to allow 
much time for this pursuit. 

But I must not forget, that, in this month, we completed our 
twelvemonth's absence from England. It had been an eventful 
year,.but far from 'an unsuccessful one. We had done much by 
sea; and it must not be forgotten, that even a year of sea 
in these climates is little better than a month of action, as it 
cannot well be more, in the value or extent of its results. They 
who Jive in our own England, cannot understand how a year, 
or years, are expended with a progress so small as that which 
has attended all these northern exploring voyages; if they 
would translate the word year into month, it would enable 
them to form juster conceptions of these voyages, and of the 
actual time expended on the r,esults which have been obtained. 
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But we had also done somewhat by land; with the prospect 
of doing much more, should the sea fail us: and, while there 
was one view, at least, holding out hopes in which we could 
scarcely be disappointed, as there was another, which on the 
average of chances, might have been equally gratified, if far 
less promising in the anticipation, we had reason to be content 
with our present situation and prospects. The year, too, had 
been passed busily, and with as little discomfor(as 'was well 
possihle: there had been dangers, but neither frequent nor ex
treme; and, with constant occupations, not well likely to fail 
us, we had not the day to kill, nor the loss of time to regret. 
To find that our crew continued in really good health, notwith
standing the trifling evils just mentioned, and that no one had 
suffered during so long a navigation and so bitter:a\'!'season, 
was not the least source of satisfaction: the case of the unfor
tunate armourer not being a genuine drawback on this state of 
things, if the loss of the stoker's arm in Scotland ought perhaps 
to be enumerated among our contingencies. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

EXPEDlTION COMMENCED-N.4RRA'FIVE OF OI1R JOURNEY-RETURN 
TO THE SHIP-OBSERVATIONS MADE TO OBTAIN THE DlFFERENCE OF 
THE ELEVATION OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN SEAS-THE DIP 
OF THE NEEDLE AND INTENSITY OF MAGNITIC FORCE. 

MAY 31, 1830; the weather was foggy during the journey of 
this day, so that I obtained no good views of any part of the 
land, except a rock !'esembling the Bass island off the Firth of 
Forth. We saw four gulls and an ow!; and proceeded 
along a rocky coast to the south-westward, skirted with. large 
islands, very much resembling some of the shores of Sweden, 
between Gottenburg and Stromstad. We passed within them 
all, in a clear channel, wide enough for large ships, and clear 
of icebergs. At seven in the morning we arrived at the huts, 
seventeen miles from our vessel; all taking an equal share, 
officers and men, in the heavy work of drawing the sledge, 
which, for the last four miles was considerable, as the snow was 
mid-leg deep. The men were much fatigued; and the mat(;l, 
Blanky, could go no further. But having lighted a fire and 
made some coffee, they were enabled to proceed to the next 
place, containing the huts, at twenty-two miles from our 
ship. -

Accordingly, at eight, we set forward; and, the fog having 
cleared away, I obtained some views of the land. We arrived 
before eleven, where we found seven of the natives, who sup
plied us with water, but had no meat remaining. As we cal
culated on getting their dogs for a few miles at least, to assist 
our labours, we pitched our tent to make our meal, being break
fast and dinner conjoined. We soon, however, discovered that 
they were going immediately in tIle same direction as ourselves, 
and were thus to be so heavily laden that they could give us no 
assistance; since it would take themselves two days to get to 
the)irst place at which they could expect food. They depart
ed accordingly, at one o'clock. I procured some observations 
at noon, determining the latitude, among other things, at 
690 59', and the longitude 920 I'. 

At five, an old woman whose avarice had procured her the 
nickname of Old Greedy, passed us to the southward, with 
three dogs drawing a stal skin full of blubber, which she was 
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to deposit in advance; but we could not prevail on her to 
lend us one of her team. Our present position was consider
ably picturesque, being surrounded by mgged mountains and 
islands, in every direction except to the north-eastward. The 
conical ~ilIs to the north-west were partially covered with snow; 
and at the foot of the nearest was a detached rock not unlike 
a milestone, on which we found inscribed, by our preceding 
party, "twenty miles from Victary." All the rocks appeared 
to be of granite; but we also found fragments of limestone; 
every thing seemed to be what we had found it since first 
making the coast. The men being fatigued, they were sent to 
rest till eight o'clock. 

June 1 ; we had started at ten o'clock on the preceding night 
but we went first to a hut, a mile off, to seek for an axe that 
had been buried by the surgeon and the mate, on the former 
expedition. We se.arched in vain as the natives had probably 
taken it away, and we were thus scarcely under way till 
midnight. Landing at the bottom of this channel, we pro
ceeded south-westward, and at the distance of half a mile, reach
ed a lake about forty feet above the level of the sea; folio wing 
the bed of the river to it, as that was still frozen over. It was 
only three-quarters of a mile wide, and about two hundred 
yards in breadth; being surrounded by precipitous cliffs. Fol
lowing upwards from it, we came to another of similar dimen
sions, a hundred feet higher, which discharges itself into the 
one below. Thence proceeding in the same direction till we 
had attained thirty feet more of elevation, we descended about 
ninety feet to the sea ofthe gulf of Shag-a-voke, and about 
seven miles from its entrance. 

By means of a seal-hole, we found the water to be salt, and 
crossed this part of the bay near an island where the natives 
deposit their canoes and winter stores. The land here changed 
its character, though the rocks were the same; the whole sur
face being covered with fragments of granite and limestone, 
and thus presenting a most dreary and barren appearance. 
Reaching the land, we still pursued a south-westerly direction, 
up the channel of a river, and about a mile onwards, ,at an 
elevation of about fifty feet; and at length arrived at a small 
lake, part of which was covered, above the ice, hy water. Here 
we met the old woman returning with her dogs, having deposi
ted her load. On being questioned aboutthe axe, she confessed 
that she was of the party that had stolen it, and that it was in 
the possessioI1 of two of the men at the eastern huts. 

Having passed this lake, we then held our way over another 
of the samc size and aspect, bounded by lower land, which was, 
however, equally covered by huge blocks of stone, some ofthem 
in very fantastic shapes. .q'his was about twenty feet higher 
than the former; and, follawing tbe winding of the 1liIls for a 
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mile, we came to the north-eastern end of thegreatlake, which 
seemed eleven or twelve miles in length. We soon found the 
llUts of tbe Esquimaux who had left us on the preceding day 
for tbe purpose of coming here to fish: they were still built of 
snow as before, but were now covered with skins. The peo
ple d~nied all knowledge of the axe, and said it was in pOSSleS
sion of the old woman. Proceeding on the lake, after this, we 
found a ridge of icebergs on it, differing much in aspect from 
those of the sca: but here we were obliged to stop for rest and 
refreshment; some of the party being much fatigued. 

We set forward again at half-past five, and, soon after eight, 
arrived at an island in the middle of the lake. The men how
ever, were so much tired, from the sinking of the sledge into 
the soft snow, that we were obliged to stop; lighting our fire 
and cooking our dinner, witbout pitching our tent. 'fhe time 
required in melting snow for drink, detained us so long, that 
we did not move again till ten o'clock; tbe weather being- clear, 
with a gentle breeze. We saw some reindeer, as we had done 
at our first resting-place on the day before, but had no oppor
tunity of firing- at them, from the distance at which they passed 
ns. By midnight, we had reached the end ofthe lake, not with
out much labour, as the way was very bad. 

We now travelled south-eastward for a mile, and gained 
what we judged the highest elevation on our track, which I 
conjectured to be three hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
Thence we soon came to a narrow lake tending in the same di
rection, which brought us in sight ofthe western sea at Padliak, 
arriving at it after a descent of a mile. Here we found one of 
the Esquimaux packing up to proceed to the summer huts 
about two miles off. I halted to take angles and made obser
vations, while I also measured the height of the lake above tbe 
level of thesea: thus, too, allowing tlle men that rest, of which 
they were much in need. The land about this bay was very 
rugged, and generally bare of snow; while numerous stones 
were set up in several places, as if to represent men; often pre
senting very grotesque resemblances. 

Thus far we had followed 'the marks of Commander Ross's 
sledge. Of this we were sure, knowing that, as the natives 
had none of their own, having eaten those which were made of 
fish, and having nsed the bones of others to make rafters for 
their tents. These sledge marks, however, now turned off to 
the north-westward, towards the cape forming the northern 
boundary ofthis bay: but it was our business to steer eastward 
for the island where we had agreed to deposit the provisions; 
and which was visible about three miles off. In our way, we 
~et two of our Esquimaux friends, going in the opposite direc~ 
bon, with three dogs drawing a skin; and, being much tired, 
I offered them a knife if illey would assist us with their animals 
and show us where to catch fish. ' 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 247 

This being agreed to,- we proceeded to arrange matters, when 
I found that, among other things, the skin bag contained a fine 
haunch of venison, which we purchased for a file, without diffi
culty. Hungry men soon revive, even at the prospect of a 
good dinner; and, in half an hour, we were at the appointed 
island. It was a very small islet, about two hundred feet long, 
and of half that breadth; being a mile from the shore where 
the native houses were built. We found it to consist of granite, 
covered wfth fragments of limestone, and with large blocks of 
both kinds of rock; but were better pleased at its offering a 
very convenient place for our tent, which was pitched without 
delay .. The employment in cooking our venison furnished us 
with those pleasures of anticipation which they alone feel, who 
llave no fears of any sinister ch,ances between "the cup and 
the lip;" while it was satisfactory to find that the seller, with 
his file, seemed fully as happy as we who were regaling on the 
dinner which it had furnished. 

We were informed that Commander Ross had gone toward 
the north; and they drew, on the ice, the shape of the land to 
the northward .of the cape, calJed by them, Kingaruick; which 
I copied, noting all their names of places. This cape had heen 
previously named IsaheIl.a, by Commander Ross. The man, 
Tiagashu, an old friend, soon came, and gave us permission to 
fish in the hole that he had made in the ice, about two hundred 
yards from us. Anotller of them went off in the night, and 
made another hole, which I bought from him for two hooks; 
and here we afterwards caught two dozen of small fish, supposed 
to be cod, in three fathoms water; the native name being lrriktu. 
This was named Spence Bay, in compliment to my relation of 
that name. 

June 2; We allovved our people to sleep till six in the Illorn
ing. Except myself, everyone was suffering from sore eyes, 
and they were therefore kept within the tent; while my work 
was to fish, cook, draw, and make observations. Our dinner 
being of fish soup, was an acceptable novelty, since we had not 
seen such fare for many months. The weather was warm 
enough to melt snow, on the l'Ocks, for drinking, without the 
labour of artificial thawing. I here llIade some observations on 
the dip of the magnetic needle. This bay is ten miles wide at 
this part, and is full of small islets. At three in the morning 
a party arrived and pitched their teuts a little to the south of 
us; promising to bring us fish, in which, however, they disap
pointed us, having been unsuccessful. In the evening I repeat
ed my observations on the dip of the magnetic needle and the 
intensity of its force. 

'The third of June was a very fine day, and we were employed 
in fishing. We caught a qozen offish; which were Garelessly 
deposited in Hlacl1 of (JIle of the d,ogs, by which they were vexy-
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naturally devoured. Two of the men were unable to see at all, 
from the effect of the snow, The chief mate was better. The 
tide, in a hole furnished with a measuring line, rose only four
teen inches; and we remarked that we caught no fish except 
during the bright sunshine. It is to be suspected, that inthese 
frozen seas and lakes, they are in a torpid state during the ex
treme cold: and that they are ;roused, like the dormouse; on 
the occasional occurrence of heal. 

The men being blind for the present, from the effects of 
inflammation, and the native not having brought the promised 
dogs, I was compelled to remain. I caused a hole to be made 
in the ice, and found it seven feet and a quarter thick; being 
very nearly what it was at the ship when we came away: but 
there being only six feet water in depth, we had a proof of the 
g-reat irregularity of the bottom. There was nothing left for me 
to do during this detention, except to make observations and 
catch fish; but the occurrence of gloomy weather was equally 
llOstile to both. 

June 4 ; I went with the surgeon to the tents, and found that 
the natives had been unsuccessful in their seal hunting, or fish
ing, which last is perhaps the more appropriate term. One of 
them entreated me, with tears, to tell him where he should find -
one: how were they to suppose that men so superior to them
selves in a hundreu things, did not know whatever con
cerned them most? I pointed to a place at hazard, that I might 
give them hope, at least, to occupy their time and stay their 
Imnger: but it was not a very profound jest, to say that they 
would certainly take some if they would wait till the animals 
came. 

We now learned that the breach of engagement, by another 
native, respecting a dog. arose from the circumstance of the 
animal having been bitten by a glutton: and the lameness of 
the creature proved this to be true. Finding, however, that 
they had two other dogs, it was agreed that we should have 
them harnessed to my sledge, with a guide, to proceed to 
N eitchillee. This too would be advantageous to the ailing 
men, who would thus have a longer rest, and might be wt'll 
enough to return to the ship by the time I had finished my short 
expedition. The surgeon was well enough to go with me, but 
I thought it right to leave him to take care of the rest. 

We set out accordingly, at seven o'clock, accompanied by 
another native, who was to deposit some blubber at N eitcltillee. 
Proceeding to the southward, we passed the mouth of a river 
named Keteoara, and also two stations called, OwhyahriLl and 
Oaheushrek. Six miles further, We came to a fine clear spring 
of water, called Amitioke, rising through sand, and much 
warmer than the thawed snow, of course; while we found 
that it had considerably overflowed thesurround.ing .land during 
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the winter: n sufficient proof of its higb h:mpernturc, which., 
unluckily, I had no means of ascertaining. Looking from the 
river in which we now were, the west bank of which was low 
and flat, we could see the mountain of N citchillee,· and in the 
fe-verse direction, other high land, whence a ridge seemed to 
join the former, taking, after this, a south west direction. 

Proceeding down 'the Amitioke, which was still frozen, and 
a hundred yards, wide, we arrived at its entrance into the 
great lake of N eitchillet'; beyond whkh, at the distance of half 
a mile,is the exit of the river that leaves this lake; the course 
of which we could trace in a south-east direction, as far as thc 
eye could discern any thing.. On the west side the1'e was a 
plaiN but on the eastern one the land was hig'h, with the two 
insulated mountains of N eitchillee and Tulluktok. 

The name NeitchiUee is equally given to the land, the river, 
the lake, and the village, or'settleD'lents of the natives. There 
were here hOllSes for both seasons; the usual mow huts, namely, 
amounting to twenty-one, and tJ~e summer houses, some of 
which had circles of stones nearly three feet high, forming a 
group of thirty. The largest of these was an ovaloffourteen 
feet by twelve. The surface was here covered by the bones of 
the animals which the inhabitants had eaten. 

I took the Esquimaux who had conducted us hither, to as
cendthe mountain with me; and, in our way, found a wolf 
that had been pursuing a large herd of reindeer. It took to 
flight on seeillg us: to the joy of the guide who was afraid it 
might have carried dft' one of bis young dogs. The colours, 
wbich had bren carried up for that purpose, were placed on 
the top, with the consent of the natives, and thence I had a 
most extensive view. The termination of the extensive piece 
of water beneath us, towards tne south-west was invisible; but 
it was bounded by flat land on each side, on which I could 
count hundreds of reindeer. To the northward, the river 
Amitioke was seen for a long space towards its source, when 
it was lost among the distant mountains. The land in that 
direction was higher than that on which we stood; and a 
stream, running ii'om it through a ravine, formed a cascade, 
which presenting ndthing but its complicated pendants of 
icides instead of falling water, produced a very singular effect. 
Th,e name of the Viscountess Melville was given to this remark
able scene. 

After descending, I measured' the breadth of the river oppo
site to the huts, and found it to be two hundred feet, with a 
depth of thirty. I was informed that there were many rapids 
and water-falls between the lake and the eastern sea, and that 
a canoe could not ascend. The guide said that there was also 
a river at the othel end, wl\lich he believed, was not navigable, 
and which ran into the western sea; but that it was very far ofr. 

R 
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The alternate effect of the sunshine and the cold on the face 
and hands, blistered the skin while I was here employed in 
sketching the land. Having finally taken a meridian observa
tiDn I quitted Neitchillee at one o'clock. 

We saw,many cranes and plDvers; but haviIlg unfortunately 
IDSt my stqck Df percussion caps after shoDting a snipe I could 
fire no mDre; to the great surprise of the natives, to whom I 
cDuldonly excu~e myself by pretending snDW blindness ; 
nDt wishing them to. suppose that Dur fire-arms cDuld ever 
be disabled Dr \lseless. Tbis IDSS proved stilI mDre vexa
tiDUS Dn the passage Df a dDe and ,her fawn, which came with- , 
in twenty y!lrdSDf the sledge; at the sight Df which temptatiDn, 
greater perhaps ,to them than even to a deer-stalker Df my Dwn 
CDuntry, they encDuraged me to. fire, with loud vociferatiDns. 
This unfDrtunately, was impossible ; and the dDgS, breaking the 
restmintin which they were held, set Dff in full chase, with the 
sledge at their heels, but were SODn stDpped by its being en
tangled,amDng the stDnes. 

Having arrived at our, tent at five D'clock, the guide was 
paid; on which he departed, after being informed that we 
would call Dn them in Dur way hDmewards. It was satisfactDry 
to. find that the peDple were nearly recDvered, and that we had 
still prDvisiDns until Sunday. AnDther note for CDmmander 
RDSS was nDW depDsited under a cairn which we erected; in-, 
forming the j1atives that it was a mark fDr the ship, which 
wDuld hereafter be uSt'ful to. them as well as to ourselves, and 
receiving their prDmise not to pull it dDwn. 

At nine o'clock we struck our tent in a thick fDg; and, de
parting at eleven, called at the huts according to promise; we 
ound two. pairs of the inmates, each a man and his wife, in 
their respective beds, with a trough ofbDiled fish and oil be
tween them, on which they were feeding, much like swine, 
their faces and hands be ing bedaubed with this odorDus CDm
pDund. Another native then arrived with a seal: and as it was 
he whom I had directed where to. find those animals, he seem
ed to. think that I should claim a share, but was SDon relit'ved 
of this fear by my refusal, which prDduced vDciferDus thanks. 

To turn this gratitude to. SDme accDunt, I desired him to. de
liver a nDte to. CDmmander RDSS, which I accDrdingly wrDte ; 
informing him, fDr the third time, of the place of the provisiDns 
left fDr him,andDfthe'othermatters; prDmisingalso to. the Esqui
maux, that the delivery of this letter wDuld be rewarded by 
a fish-hD{}k. We then parted, on the most friendly terms, after 
I bad presented each of the women with a sixpence to hang 
rDund their necks; one of them giving us a complimentary 
convuy alDng shDre, fDr abDut two. miles. 

We here found the native who. had been ,ill of a SDre throat 
SDme months befDre; and the phial of medicine he had received 
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was hanging from his neck, surrounded by other ornaments. 
It did not seem to have been opened, and had probably been 
kept there as a charm. In return for it, seeing that the sur
geon was suffering under toothach and a swelled face, he pro
ceeded instantly to his own mode of cure, by tapping the cheek 
three times', and blowing as often in the patient's face. That 
the doctor shortly recovered, is certain; and ifit was by IIieans 
of the charm, it is not the first time that toothach has been 
cured in the s<}-me manner. 

Junea; the men being now quite rellovered, we continued 
our journey with spirit, in fine and clear weather. At seven, 
we reached the north-east-end ofthe great lake called Teijgriak, 
and pitched our tent; the sun being very powerful at eight 
o'Clock in tbe morning. Our breakfast was called supper, because 
we had inverted the usual order of things by going to bed at 
nine. The snow had bep,u deep as we came, but it was now 
just enough frozen at the surface to'prevent our light sledge 
from breaking through it. 

This great lake, which is ten miles long, appears to be only 
a mile wide in some places, because it includes a chain ofislands 
but in other parts it Seems three or four miles in breadth, ana 
may indeed be more. 'fhe icebergs on it had probably been 
,collected into the ridge which crossed from side to side, by the' 
storms in the early part ofthe winter. The flattish lands round 
it were still much covered by snow. 

We departed once more, at seveu in the afternoon having 
made what was termed our breakfast: the weather being'fine' 
and clear. Raving crossed two lakes, we arrived at the gulf 
of Shag-a-voke, which is the upper end of an arm of the east-' 
ern sea, extending' inwal'd about eight miles. Thus the isthmus' 
is reduced to seventeen or eighteen miles in breadth ; while 
twelve of these are frer.h water: so that there are in reality; 
but five miles ofland between the eastern and western seas. 

As the gulf, iulets, and strait of Shag-a-voke had not yet 
been regularly examine<l, I now changed our course to the 
south-eastward; and, after travelling two miles through a very 
deep snow, we came to the strait which separates the gulf, or 
upper part, from the)ound. Here, on each side,thcrearepl'e
cipices of nearly three hundred feet high, the general breadth, 
of it! being three-quart~rs of a mile; while a flat boggy tract,' 
under the northern cliff, reduces the breadth ofthe water,in that 
part, to less than two hundred feet. 

June 6; we could not make this Sunday a day of rest; and 
I ,continued my examination of this inlet. About the middle 
itwas half a mile wide, and bounded by high mountains. 
Our progress was rendered very tedious and laborious by the 
depth, ofthe snow; so that we did not arrive at the second 
strait, which separates the middle of tbe inlet from the lower 
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part, or bay, till three o'clock. A point of land here projecting 
from the north side, seems to block out the sea; looking like 
an island, but connected with the shore by an isthmus and leav .. 
ing the bl'eadth of water, in this place, about a hundred feet. 
There were many rocks in the middle of it: and the ice beinp:now 
partially broken up, the tide was running up at the rate of four 
miles an hour; while we calculated, from the old high water
mark. that it would still flow for two hours. This would be 
five o'clock, and it was the day offull moon. I 

Below this peninsula, the channel of this strait bends to the 
Ilouthward, and a part of it runs into a gulf formed by a 
second ptminsula, resembling the first,lmt projecting at various 
points, so as to produce a very intricate passage. At this di
vision of the water. there is a reef of large stones, resembling a 
mill-dam, being placed diagonally, and probably a work of the 
natives for the purpose of directi]')~ the water to the southern 
"hore, where the principal channel lies; while, on the opposite 
side, tllat forms a spacious bay backed by lligh land. Tht' 
isthmus was covered with circles of stones, being the remains 
of native houses; and we saw a singular square mound, 
smooth, and covered with vegetation, resembling the two faces 
of a bastion which prayed on examination, to be an alluvium 
deposited at the meeting of two streams. How often such 
deposits have been mistaken for Roman ar..d other encaro pments 
in our own country, is well known. 

The great inlet near this place measured about two thousand 
feet at the narrowest part; and from this position, we saw the 
entrance of the bay, three miles off, being the outer part of 
Shag-a-voke, the north side of this opening descended gradu
ally to a low point projecting eastward; the southern one con
tinuing, four miles more in the Sqme directhm, and then 
trending to the south-east. This side appe-ared clear of rocks 
an<;l islets; hut off the other, there was a rock, very remllrkable 
which, with two other islands, were named after my friend, 
T. Tilson, Esq, and his daughters: while further llorth, there 
were three islets, taking an eastedy direction which, seemed 
nearly joined to the main at low water. , 

We arrived at the southernmost of these islands atseven in 
the morning; and at this time the action ofthe SUll on the snow 
bad rendered travelling very difficult; tIle proper time, in real
ity, being the nig'ht; wlJence our inversion of day and night 
for the purposes of rest and sleep. The tent was here therefore 
pitched, and the men allowed to re,~t and eat, while J made 
some necessary observations for the latitude, hut was obliged to 
J'efer those for the longitude to a fllture comparison with the 
ship's place, as my chronometer had met with an accident. 
A hare and a l)race of ptarmigans were killed, and I saw 
WallY gulls 4nd small birds. 
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At five in the afternoon, the men being rested,we proceeJ
ed with our packag'e and departed at seven. The labour in this 
part of the journey was very severe, as we were obJiged to draw 
the 51edge over hummocky ice for eight milts, sinking up to 
our knees atevery step, and being often obliged to lift it over the 
{lbstructions. This piece occupied us six hours. The weather 
was fortunately very clear, and tilt' snow had wasted away 
very much from the land. 

June 7; at half-pas't one we had reached Cape Keppel,where 
we hoisted our colours, and halted for refreshment; after which 
a'esLlming our journey, we found the ice smoother, and got on 
very well, making a drawing of that rock which resembles the 
bass and Il;ivingit the name of Adolphus Dalrymple, Oll aecount 
orits similarity to the crest of that family. Two miles further 
off, we saw a flag flying, and thus knew that a party from the 
ship llad been sent in scarch of us. Arriving at it, we found 
a note from Mr. Thorn, who, fearing that we might want pro
visions, had caused some to be deposited in a plaee indicated, 
where we accordingly found them. We did not happen, how
ever, to be in want; having husbandcd our own, hy means of 
fish and venison. We saw, about the precipices to day, many 
g-ulls and owls, with numerous seals in the pools which now 
lined the shore. 

At seven, we arrived at the ship, after an absence of near
ly nine days, and found every thing right, and all in good 
health. If it is but justice to the men to say that they exerted 
themselves to the utmost, they deserve even more praise for a 
very dilferent display ofobedienee and self,devotedness. As I 
was the only vue who drank no spirits, and was also the only 
person who had not inflamed eyes, I represented thatthe use of 
grog was the cause, and therefore proposed that they should a
bandon this indulgenee ; showing further, that althoug'h I was 
very much the oldest ofthe party, I bore fatigue better than any 
of them. T!lere was no hesitation in acquiescing; and the merit 
WaS the greater, since independently of the surrender of a sea
man's fixed hahits, they had always considered this the chief 
part of their support. Thus we brought back all of this stock
which had not been consumed the first day. 

It is difficult to persuade men, even though they should not 
be habitual drinkers of spirits, that the use of these liquors 
so debilitating instead ofthe reverse. The immediate stimulus 
gi ves a temlJoraryeourage, and its effect is mistaken for an in
fusion of new strength. Bllt the slightes t attention will show 
how exactly the result is the reverse. It is sulfieient to give 
mon under bard and steady labour, a draught of the usual grog 
or a dram, to perceive, that, often in a few minutes they become 
languid, and, as they generally term it, faint; losing their 
strength, in reality, while they attribute that to the continuance 
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of the fatiguing exertions. He who will make the corrcspond
ing experiments on two equal boats' crews, rowing in a heavy 
sea, will soon be com'inced that the water drinkers will far 
outdo the others; while no better testimony to this is required 
than the experience of the men who work in iron foundries. 
That is the hardest work which falls on man to do: and so well 
do the labourers in this department know that they cannot 
perform it if they drink even beer, that their sole beverage 
during all the hours of this hot and heavy labour, is water. 
If London draymen and coalheavers are of a diflerent opinion, 
everyone knows the result; as the self-indulgence which leads 
to this luxurious and profligate practice is not less known. 

It is not that I am declaring myself an advocate for tempe· 
rance societies, whatever may be their advantages, nor that I 
am desirous of copying a practice lately introduced into ships, 
under whatever motives: but were it in my power, as command
ing a vessel, I would exclude the use of grog, on the mere 
grounds of its debilitating effects, and independently of any 
ulterior injury which it may do: reserving it for those cases 
alonc in which its use may be deemed medicinal, or, for any 
special rea~ons, useful. 

Such is the account of this journey : but as it contains no rc
gister of tbe proceedings at the ship for 80 many days, I must 
resume that onee more from the first of Junc, the records hav
ing- been made, in my absence, by Mr. Thom. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PROCEEDU\GS IN THE SHIP FROM THE FIRST OF JUNE-'COMMANDER 
ROSS'S RETURN. 

1830. June 1; the men were at work at the leeboards. The 
thermometer at 270, with a fog. 

June 2; on the following day the caulking proceeded; and the 
dead eyes were preparing for the mainmast. Three grouse 
were shot, and the thermometer rose to 290. June 3: on the 
third there was little change in the heat; the work ia the ship 
still going on. 

J unt" 4; on the fourth much of the snow was dissolved round 
the ship; the sun now having great power. A party of natives 
came to it, including the wooden-legged man, who; havingbro
ken his new leg, was drawn by dogs, on a seal-skin, their fish 
sledges having been eaten. He was repaired by the ca:rpen
ter, and departed. Thethermometer was 27°at midnig'ht. The 
usual work about the ship occupied the following day as well 
as the present, and the temperature did not materially: change-. 

June 6; Being Sunday, the church service was read, as it 
had been during my presence on board. A party of seven men, 
with the carpenter, was afterwards sent to the southward, with 
directions for depositing a supply of provisionS at the fiagstalf, 
where we found it; and also in the hopes of meeting me, shonld 
they be able to extend their walk far enough. They returned, 
after having travelled seven miles to no purpose as far as that 
was concerned. 

June 7; This was the day on which we rejoined the ship, 
after an absence of eight days and a half, and I may here 
resume my own journal. June 8; I found the thermometer 
to day at 32°, and the work on the ship going on. The snow 
was rapidly and steadily melting during the day, and the ap
pearance of the I~nd was, in consequence, greatly changed. 
The rigg'ing of the main and fore masts was fast advancing: 
and the heat rose as high as 55°, falling to 310 in the night of 
the following day, which found the foretopmast got up and the 
bowsprit better secured, by n('w work. 

June lO; In addition tQ the progress of our other work, we 
cut a hole in the ice above the Krusenstern, but could not get a 
sight of her, such was the depth under which she was for the 
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present buried. A hare and four grouse having been killed, 
were fOlllll11o have acquired their summer plumage and coating. 
June 11; Tbe ice became more and more covered with water, 
daily; though the thermometer had rather sLlnk for the last 
three days. 

June 12; The canvas roof was entirely removed this day, 
and a summer awning spread. It was cloudy; and the first 
rain of this season fell in the evening. The torrents were seen 
running down the hills, and numbers of ducks and brent geese 
made their appearance for the first time. The several kinds of 
animals, I need scarcely now say, form a calendar of the year 
in this country, as the flowering of plants does in our own; 
where the emigrations of birds, if I except the swallow, night
ingale, and cuckoo, are little noticed in comparison. 

June 13; On Sunday, a heavy fall of snow came on, early in 
the morning; and,lasting till night, the ground was once more 
covered. At eight p. m., Commander Ross and his party 
returned, all in good health. They had travelled along the 
coast that lead westward, a hundred miles west of N eitchillee; 
establishing the continuity of the-continent as far as the 990 of 
longitude, and in latitude 700 ; being about a hundred and 
11 fty miles to the westward of our present position. They had 
also travelled along the coast about twenty miles to the west
ward, north of the inlet which enters on the westward of th.0 
isthmus. In returning, they found that my deposit of provisions 
for them had been partly eaten and partly destroyed by the 
natives; but they still found as much as they required, visiting 
the south-west river of N eitchilIee before returning homeward. 
The country which they traversed was barren, and formed of 
limestone; they saw no deer nor any other animal except t~H) 
willow partridge. But they found that the ice in the small 
lakes at Padliak had given way, and that the same was tl]@ 
case in the bay of Shag-a-voke. I must however now, as I 
have done befare, refer to Commander Ross's own narrative. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

COMMANDER ROSS'S NARRATIVE. 

1830. May 17; on the present expedition I was accompanied 
hy Mr. ),1acdiarmid as far as Graham's valley; the object of 
his attendance being that I might point out to him a spot 
to which provisions might be carried to await us on our return. 
:Following the track of our party, we found them encamped 
four or five miles to the north of Too-nood-leed; and on en
quiry we founq that one of them had been so affected by 
cramps, "Soon 'after setting' out, that the rest were obliged 

.to caHY him in the boat as far as they were able to do this; the 
additional load thus produced, together with the loss of one 
IJand alit oqh;eir small number, having prevented them from 
making anyfprther progress. Some of the men were also suf
fering from inflammation of the eyes by which the mate Blanky, 

,:in particular, was especially aff'ected. 
]\/[ay 18; the sun's rays now became so powerful at noon, tllat, 

added to this evil, already commenced, but too soon, I resolv
ed to resume~he plan of travelling by night; we therefore 
,commenced the present day's journey at·three inthe afternoon; 
but the snow was so soft that we were three hours in reaching 
-Too-nood-leed whence Blanky's inGreased inflammation pre
vented us from proceeding for two or three hours. We at 
length.found it necessary to leave hin;t behindc1under the care 
of the surgeon, however inc.onvenient such a loss was to our 
small party: as it was also easy to -procure a sledge from the 
Esquimaux to carry him b(tck. to the ship. . Thus also we un
fortunately were unable to carryon the surgeon to the intend
ed spot; since it was necessary that he should return with a 
man 'whose future services we could not afiord to hazard; and 
lJence,unable now to calculate on the depot of provision which 
we had intended to make at Pad-le-ak, I was obliged to limit 
materially the perivd which I had intended for my absence on 
this eXlledition. 

Leaving them comfortably placed in the hut which we had 
formerly occupied, together with a quantity of provisions in case 
of detention, we proceeded on· our journey. Our force was 
thus reduced to four men,"including Abernethy; and though 
(tssisted by eight dogs in a second sleJge, our load was quite 



258 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

as great as we ,.-:ouJd manage, since it consisted of thr~e 
week's provisions, besides instruments and clothes, and a skill 
boat. 

Ascending the hill from the bay of Too-nood-Iced, and on 
the first lake, we noticed the tracks of a deer, with those of two 
wolves in pursuit, accompan ied by fragments of hair and skin 
which the latter had torn from its sides; finding, not long after, 
the animal itself partly devoured by its enemies. Our approach 
had probably frightened them away, and our dogs thus came 
in for a share of the prize. 

A fall of snow, with a fog, at midnight, rendered it very diffi
cult for 11S to find our way across the great Middle Lake, and 
we were therefore obliged to guide ourselves Chiefly by the 
direction of the wind until three in the morning when we en
camped for rest. May 19; but a serene afternoon followed; 
and, recommencing our exertions at six in the evening, we 
arrived in sight of the sea at eleven o'clock. Here, a view, 
from the hill on our right enabled· me to determine our future 
route: and hence I could discern the low land of the opposite 
shore, stretching across the bay from N ei-tyel-le to within fif
teen or twenty degrees of Cape Isabella. To this cape I then 
determined to proceed, because I could there obtain a more 
commanding view of the inlet, on account of its greater 
elevation. 

The party which I had thus quitted for a short time had an
nounced their arrival on the shores of the western sea by three 
cheers: it was to me, as well as to tbem, and still more indeed 
to the leader than to bis followers a moment of interest well 
deserving tbe usual "llail" of a seaman; forit was tbe ocean 
that we had pursued, the ohject of our hopes and exertions; 
the free Epace which, as we once had boped, was to have carried 
ns round the American continent, which ought to have given 
us the triumph for which we and all our predecessors had 
laboured so long amI so hard. It would have done all this, 
had no! nature forbidden; it might have donc all this had our 
chain of lakes been an inlet, had this valley formed a free 
communication between the eastern and western seas; but we 
had at least ascertained the impossibility; the desired sea 
was at our feet, we were soon to be travelling along its sur
face; and, in ourfinal disappointment, we had at lcast tbe con
solation of having removed all doubts and quenched all anx.iety, 
of feeling that wbere God had said No, it was for man to sub
mit, and to be thankful for what had been granted. It was a 
solemn moment, never to be forgotten; and never was the 
cheering of a seaman so impressive, breaking as itdidon thestiII
ness of the night, amid this dreary waste of ice and snow, 
where there was not an object to remind us of life, and not a 
sound seemed ever to have becn heard. 
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At midnight we proceeded over the level ofthe sea ice, and 
'passing over some hummocks, arrived at the desired cape at six 
in the morning. May 20; our encampment here was of a no
l'el nature; being formed by excavating, in a ridg"e of snow, a 
burrow, large enougb to contain the party, wbich was then roof
ed by the skin boat; securing afterwatds its sides to the surface, 
by means of tbe snow that had been removed. An opening 
been made on the lee side, it was stopped up by a block of 
snow for a door, and, by means of the blanket bags, we con
trived to make our beds both warm and soft. A spirit lamp 
served to melt sufficient snow for drink; while thus, for many 
subsequent nights we enjoyed a sounder sleep than we had often 
done under circumstances far more comfortable and pro
mising. 

Cape Isabella rises abruptly, and often precipitously, to about 
five bundred feet above the level of the sea, and is formed of 
grey granite, presenting patches of vegetation, which for tbis 
climate, seemed to have been unusually luxuriant in the past 
summer. The tracks of grouse, hares, and foxes, were thc 
only indications of animal life that were seen. 

From the accounts of the Esquimaux, I had expected to see 
a narrow entrance to this inlet, beyond the cape, to which they 
had given the name of Ik4ke-rush-yuk; as they had also des
cribed it to be formed by a low point to thc westward, and 
some islands. But instead of this, the land on which I stood, 
still preserved its westerly trending, while the opposite shore 
diverged: and I thence concluded that the reported inlet was 
on the side opposed to my present ,place, where several small 
islands skirted the northern part of it to the south-west. Under 
these circumstances, I considered tbat my best plan was to 
continue along this coast as far as the entrance of the inlet; 
the boundary ofwhich would be determined by the hummocky 
ice of the ocean. The needful observations for this cape were 
then made; but, in returning to the party, I had the misfortune 
to break my only compass by a fa]); an accident which pre
vented me from making any furthe'!" observations on the varia
tion ofthe needle, and thus causes a blank which I must regret, 
pervading the remainder oftbis journey. 

Our labour bitherto had exceeded our strength; and it was 
therefore regulated thenceforward, that we sh01:lld rise at four 
in the afternoon; and, after our meal, withtlJe necessary stow
age and arrangements, proceed all our daily orrather nightly, 
journey between six and seven; limiting the length of it to ten 
hours. The labour of encamping, the evening (being truly a 
morning)'meal, repairs of clothes, and othel' matters, then oc
'cupied three or four hours so that the seven OT' eight remaining 
were left for sleep. 

Under this llew Clnangement we set 01:lt at six in the evening' 
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pursuing our route close along saore, under the projecting poiJ?t 
of limestone which skirts Cape IsaIJelJa, and extends along this 
shore for some 'miles, where it is broken into papes and inkts 
by means of long ridges of that rock. The direction, here, of 
the coast, for about ten miles, is west-north-west, after which it 
becomes more northerly; and it became necessary to examine 
the whole of the bays and inlets thus formed, because I under
stood from the natives that the entrance of the expected inlet 
was narrow. Tht'y, however, proved shallow; and being light 
in comparison with tbe loaded party, I was enabled to search 
the whole accurately, while the rest skirted the coast between 
the sevt'ral p'Oints. 

May 21 ; after a fatiguing day's journey of twenty miles, we 
haIted soon after fOll r in the morning; and, in this as in the 
preceding, we passed several canoes covered with stones, and 
some cacitees of provisions belonging to the E"quimaux, which 
of course, we took care not to disturb. The occasional discov
ery of seaweed, shrimps, and shellfish, also served to confirm 
us in the belief that we were really on the shorcs of the oeean, 
and not of allY freshwater lakt', supposing that we could have 
becn, here, one of such magnitUde as to occupy the great flat 
space of ice before us. Tllis, indeed, had been at one time ima
g'ined by some of the party, in consequence of the want of a 
tide-mark on the shore, and of there being no hummoeky ice in 
the offing. 

For the last four or five miles of this journey, the coast was 
formed of granite, containing large crystals of felspar, with gar
nets; the hills, at a short distance from the sea attaining the 
height of six 01' seven hundred feet. 

Our present encampment was on the shore of a small inlet, 
and on examining it I found a good harbour, but of no great 
extent, at its end. well protected by two small islands. Meet
ing the party at the further point of this sinuosity, a snow hut 
was found; and this we believed to have been occupied by the 
natives, who had arrived at the ship shortly before our depar
ture. Here, from a lofty point, I gained a very extensive view 
of a considerable inlet to the westward of the cape, whieh 
seemed to promise the desired opening to the polar ocean, as 
I judged from the very different characters of the two shores. 
That on which I stood was formed of granite, high and rugged, 
deeply intersected by ravines, and skirted by numerous rocky 
islets: while the opposite one was very low, and consisted of 
limestone. 

In order to save time, I proceeded immediately, in company 
with Abernethy, to examine this inlet; taking, to aid us, thc 
sledge, with five dogs, so as to assist us alternately, and thus 
diminish that fatigne by which we should have been inconve
niently retarded. We thus passed many islets alongtheeastern 
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shore, presenting abundant traces of Esquimaux; and, after 
an hour's travelling towards the north-we~t, arrived at the en
trance bfan ann of the sea, or perhaps ofihe mouth ofa river, 
about half a mile in breadth. Here the hills on eac!, side were 
of granite, rising; in some places, perpendicularly, to tlJe height 
of three. hun.dred feet, The glassy surface of tbe ice, here at 
least, indicatell its freshwater origin; and this, with other 
puzzling circumstances rendered a minute examination ne
cessary.. ' 

We ·therefore continued our journey; and after travelling 
five 01' six miles to the north-north-east, reached the termina
tion of the inlet, and there found the estuary of a river; the 
banks being contracted at the exit to a few hundred feet, so 
as to produ!)e a rapid; while, a little higher llP, it was a quar
ter of a mile in breadth. The number of canoes that we found 
buried on the 'western bank, proved it to be a principal fishing 
station of the Esquimaux; as we might equally have judged 
from the numerous landmarks and cachees. 

The weather being very fine, I ascended a IJill about a 
thousand feet high,. whence I obtained an extensive view 
ofa.chain of lakes, leading to the north-east through a limestone 
country, while the granite hills took a north-north-westerly di
rection. In descending, the party came in sight near tIle bot
tom of this inlet: and being directed onwards to the further 
point I completed the survey of this bay, and rejoined them at 
their encampment. The river thus discovered was named after 
Nicholas Garry, Esq. 

May 22; a fresh breeze made our burrow colder than was 
agreeable, though the thermometer was still above zero. The 
drift and haze which accompanied, prevented us also from 
starting till eig'ht in the evening, when we continued our 
Journey along the coast, which soon began to trend to the north
ward of west; and shortly after, the cheering sig'ht of the sea, 
covered with hummocks of ice, convinced me that wc I,ad at 
length arrived at the strait called Ik-ke-rush-yuk by the Esqui
maux. Continuing to follow tIle coast, we found it turn quick
ly round to the north-west; while the heavy-washed seaice on 
our left removed all doubt of the course now to be pursued, 

I therefore resolved to reach the opposite coast, should this 
attempt prove practicable; and finding a favourable tract of 
smooth ice. we left that on which we were, before midnight. 
In pro,ceeding, we came to a ridge of hummocky ice thirty feet 
Jligh, running across our path, which we had difficulty in sur
mounting; it being necessary t9 carry the luggage over it, and 
to cut a passage for the sledge with ax!:'s. This occupied more 
than an hour; when observing some islets to the south-west 
that had previously been concealed by this ridge. we steered 
for theH!, and after passing scveral lowcr ones, nearly on a !c,'e! 
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with the flat ice, wcre obliged by a supervening haze to en
camp on the east side of an extensive island, at five on the 
morning of the twenty-third; having travelled about sixteen' 
miles. 

May 23; this being the anniversary of our departure from 
England, was distinguished by a dinner of frozen roast beef, 
and, what was now rare with us, a glass of grog. 

The group of islets to the north-west was named Beverly, 
and the land on which we encamped Matty Island, in compli- . 
ment to the fair donors of the beautiful silk colours which we 
then displayed, in honour of the day, and on the usual formali
ties of taking possession oftbis hitherto ·undiscovered spot. 

Towards noon, the clearing away of the haze allowed me to 
obtain a good view, disclosing the north end of this island, 
about two miles off with a great extent of ocean, terminating 
in beavy packed ice. Here, also, seeing that the land to the 
south-west was low, and apparently broken into islands, I re
solved to keep along the north shore of Matty island, where' 
hummocky ice assured me that we were on the boundary of the 
great northern ocean. 

We tht'refore pursued our journey at the usual time, but 
found tht' way extremely lahorious among this rough ice: while 
our toils were much increased by a thick fog. which froze on our 
clothes so as to renderus nearly incapable of moving under their 
weight and stiffness. It was even with great difficulty, so 
much were the men exhausted, that we could form our encamp
ment at six in the morning when we haIted. The place we 
chose was under the west point of Matty island, formed, like 
th e Beverly islets, of small ridges of limestone, rising to a con-' 
siderable height, which have a west-south-westerly direction. 
We had cuasted along it about twelve miles; but all else that 
we had seen consisted in a few tracks of partridges, together. 
with some footsteps of bears, hares, and foxes which appeared 
quite recent. 

May 24; we were in a miserable plight, from the fatigues of 
this day, and passed a comfortless night. To resume our hard 
and frozen dresses, was almost a most difficult and painful 
operation; but the evening proved fine, and a little courage 
and exertion soon put us in motion once more. From the place 
which we, thus shortly attained, the opposed sbore of the is~ 
land which we had left, appeared divided iuto numerous islets; 
while the ridge of hummocky ice which we had crossed on the 
day before, was elevated above the heavy pack that filled the 
inlet, and stretched out in an unbroken line as far as the eye could 
reach, in a direction toward the north-north-west. 

After three hours hard labour, we succeeded in crossing 
from Matty island to a low point of the mainland to which I 
gave Mr. Abernethy, our mate's name; conferring that of 
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Cape Sabine on a cape to the northwest which we shortly. af-' 
terwards rounded. We thence found the coast trending di
) ectly to the westward; and here finding level ice as well as 
fine weather, May 25, we made a mpid progress aloI\g the 
shore; haltipg at six on the morning ofthe twenty-fifth of May, 
after a smart day's Journey of twenty miles, and encamping, or 
burrowing on a point wJlich I named Cape Young, after1he· 
member for Tynemouth. 

A reef extending from this point north-westward,for two 
mHes.and·a half, so as to meet the north point of Tennent is
land, protects an excellent harbour, could such an harbour 
ever be of any use: and its entrance, which is two miles wide, 
is divided in thf' middle by a islet that would effectualiycover it 
from the invasion of heavy ice. As the island was named after 
Mr. EmersonTennent, so hasthis bythetitie of Port Emerson. 

Setting out at eight o'clock, we passed along the reef and, 
by the southern end of Tennent island, gaining the opposite 
shore of the harbour at eleven o'clock. Here the land trended 
to the west-north-west till we came to the 'jast point of an ex
tensive inlet, or bay, to which was given the name of Banner
man, in compliment to the member for Aberdeen. To cross 
this was a very laborious task, and occupied us three hours; 
the ice heing extremely rugged and hummocky, and also cover
ed with loose snow, which lay very deep among the. crevices. 
After this, the land trended more to the northward; when, fol-. 
lowing it during three more hours not less laborious, we at 
length rested at five in the morning, May 26, in one of our 
usual burrows; a house, which with a little pardon for the 
want of precision in the term, might be called subterranean. 

I here began to doubt what our aetual position might be, 
'w hen I now considered all the indentions of the coast that we 
had seen or passed. The question with me was, whether we 
were in reality skirting a continent, or whether all this irregu
lar land might not be a chain of islands. Those unacquainted 
with frozen climates like the present, must recollect that when 
all is ice, and all one dazzling mass of white, when the surface. 
of the sea itselfis tossed up and fiXed into rocks, while the land 
is on the contrary, very often flat, if not level; when, in short, 
there is neither water nor land to be seen, or when both are 
equally undiscriminated, as well by shape as by colour, it is 
not always so easy a problem as it might seem on a superficial 
view, to determine a fact which appears in :words to be extreme-
ly simple. . 

At any rate, I could not satisfy myself in our present posi
tion: and thence one disagreeable consequence, which, trifling 
as it may· appear to a reader when compared to an essential 
geographical fact, was of no small moment to us, and indeed 
to the progress and success, of the expedition itself. Had we 



262 VOYAGE OF DISCOYERY 

been sure that we were on the continent, we might have left 
in concealment a large portion of our provisions, and this would 
have enabled ns to proceed with much more ease and rapidity. 
But incase that it proved but a chain of islands, these would 
have been behind to om' unspeakable inconvenience, or rather 
perhaps'to ourdestruction, in ease I should do whatwas really es
sential, in returning bytbecontinental shore; while, ifnot daring 
to attempt this for such a reason, a principal object of our jour
np,y would have been abandoned. I was tberefore at length de
termined to take the safest resolution; and thus consent to be 
still er,cumbered with the heavy load that so much augmented 
our lahours, and so disadvantageously contractei;l our time. 

And, indeed, diminished as the weiglltwas by the consump
tion which our provisions had already undergone, that load was 
110t only still a heavy one, but was relatively to our strength, 
even more troublesome than it had hitherto been. The dogs 
had become worse than useless, from the continued labour 
which they had eXI'l)'ted, and which we could not diminish by 
giving them an occasional rest for a dayortwo, sincc we could 
not atlord to hazard the loss of that fine weather, ofwlJich the 
term was fast approaching. Lest readers may have forgotten 
it, I ought perhaps to say that the height of summer in these 
climates renders travelling as impracticable as does the depth 
of winter. It is not that the heat is more intolerable than the 
cold, though it is sufficiently tormenting' and hurtful, but that 
the frozen surface hecomes at first so loose and wet as to be 
nearly impassahle; while, as the ground is laid bare on shore, 
and the water opens at sea, it becomes utterly impossible to 
travel either by land or water, or rather, as I might safely say, 
l)y that which is both or neither. Latterly, indeed, we had 
lJUt two of these animals in a serviceable state, and one of the 
poor Cl'eatures died at our present encampment. 

I here contrived to shoot two partridges, w IJich not only gave 
us what was now rare, a ~arm meal, but enabled us to save 
our provisions; a most important matter, as we are now situ
ated. No one will be surprised to hear how often during all 
these years we had formed the idle wish tlJat men could lire 
without food; a wish, idle and nonsensical as wc felt it, that 
was ever intruding, since the necessity of eating was the ever
l'ecurring obstacle to all our endeavours. 

Three low islands, situated about ten miles to tile northward 
of our present position, were named neaufort islands, after thc 
well-known hydrographer to the Admiralty. A dense haze 
prevented us from moving till nine o'clock on this evening, 
when, continuing our journey, we arrived at the eastern point 
of an extensive bay_ and held along down its eastern shore, in 
a south-westerly direction, for tll'O hours. From dilTerent 
places, I obtained a complcte view of it, and aftcrwards rejoin-
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ed the party on the opposite side. The western side beina
steep, we had great difficulty in dragging our sledO"es up th~ 
bank; but, having surmounted it, proceeded across"' the coun
try in a north-west direction, till we were compelled, by a thick 
fogo, to haIt on the margin of an extensive lake, at six in the 
evening. May 25; we had gained but eight miles, owing to the 
time expended in examining the bay just mentioned, to which I 
gave the appellation of Parry, in gratitude to an officer whose 
name is here a sufficient distinction. 

The projecting point in the centre of tbis bay was named 
Stanley, from him who is sufficiently known by bis travels in 
Iceland; and we here found several stone huts which appeared 
to have been occupied by the natives not long before. 

The weather being fine, we could hence distinguish the coast 
still trending to the north-west; and thence, as for other rea
sons, J was de~irous to continue our journey for another day or 
two, in hopes that the sea line would shortly take the direc
tion of point Turnagain, which, could we have attained it, 
would have been an object of first-rate importance; since we 
might thus have also completed this line of coast, and, here at 
least, have left nothing remaining for future investigators. Will 
it be believed that I was not anxious to complete the surveyof 
the north coast of America,' that with so importannt an object 
almost within my very reach, I was not desirous to attain this 
great triumph? - . 

But my men were not less so; and it would be doing them 
great injustice, did I not here record their spirit and ambition. 
For such an attempt, it was necessary to make a still further 
reduction in the allowance of provisions; and whatever they 
who are well fed and at ease may think, such sacrifices are not 
small to him who is already under fed aud hard worked, who 
must exert himself every hour beyond his strength, who feels 
that food would enable him to go through his task, and who, 
independantly of this reasoning, is actually suffering under the 
instinctive and irrepressible cravings of animal nature. Yet 
on mentioning my wishes to the mate Abernethy, he informed 
me that the men had intended, themselves, to make the same 
proposal to me, and were only waiting for the proper opportu
nity of transmitting their wishes through him. It may be 
believed that I rejoiced in this generous feeling- on their parts; 
and the necessary reduction was therefore immediately 
announced. 

Under this alteration, which enabled us to advance for two 
days longer, we set out at eight in the evening, and. after pass
ing over some small lakes, reached the sea at eleven. We then 
continued our course along the coast, in a north-westerly 
direction till midnight, much annoyed by thick fogs for a time, 
but finally reaching a point, at two o'clock on the twenty·eighth 

s 
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of May, which formed one side of an extensive bay. This was 
named after Dr. Richardson; and as it was a convenient spot 
for a depllt, since by it we should be obliged to rct?rn, we 
resolved here to disburden ourselves of a part of our mcum
br·ances. 

We therefore left behind every thing w llich we could spare, 
and taking four day's provision in the sledges, set o.ut at. three 
in the mowing, crossing Richardson's bay, and encampmg at 
six. May 29; departing again at six in the evening. we found 
the land to trend toward the north-west till midnight, when 
we reached a point that was then named Cape Felix, after the 
founder of our expedition; at the back of which was an accu
mulation of hummocky ice. This point is the south-west cape 
of the gulf of Boothia, named after the same singularly gene
rous and spirited individual, whose fame and deeds will go 
down to posterity among the first ofthose whose characters and 
conduct have conferred honour on the very name of a British 
merclJant. Here we fouml the land trend to the south-west, 
while the vast extent of ocean then before our eyes, assured us 
that we had at length reached the northern point of that por
tion of the continent which I had already ascertained with so 
much satisfaction to be trending towards Cape Turnagain. The 
pack of ice which had, in the autumn of the last year, been 
]Jressed against that shore, consisted of the heaviest masses 
that I had ever seen in such a situation. With tbis, the light
er floes had been thrown up, on some parts of the coast, in a 
most extraordinary and [incredible manner; 'turning up large 
quantities of the shingle before them, and, in some places, 
having travelled as much as half a mile beyond the limits of 
the highest tide-mark. 

Continuing hence to tIle south· westward, till about two in 
the morning, we arrived at tbe north point of a hay. across 
which we passed, over much hummocky ice, gaining its south
ern point after two hours of hard labour. Hence the coast 
continued to trend about south-west by south, till we halted 
about six o'clock, after a journey of twenty miles, though with 
much fatigue to the whole party. The latitude here was 690 

46' 19", and the longitude 980 32' 49". 
The reflection that we Ilad now rounded tbe northernmost 

point of this part of the continent, and that we had found the 
coast trending in the desired direction, could not fail to give us 
the greatest satisfaction. The great extent of sea also which 
was now ieen from Cape Felix, free from all appearance of land 
served to raise our expectations as to the further success of the 
ensuing season, when we might hope, now that we knew what 
was before us, to succeed entirely in completing the survey of 
the north shore of America, since we could now make our 
arrangements accurately to meet what was still to be done and 
endured -
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Additionally desirous, therefore, to be quite sure of the facis 
~s far as they could here be ascertained, and that I was not 
deceived by some large indentation of the coast, I devoted the 
day to a still more accurate examiuation of the circumstances. 
How extremely unwilling I was to return at all, from this point, 
with the main object of the expedition almost, it may be said, 
within our reach, may well be imagined; but others must be 
in the same situation before they can conceive the intensity of 
this regret and the severity of this disappointment. Our dis
tance from Cape Turnagain was now not greater than the space 
which we had already travelled; as many more spare days at 
our command would have enabled us to do all that was remain
ing, to return triumphant to the Victory, and to carry to En
gland a truly worthy fruit of our long and hard labours. 

But these days were not in our power; for it was not days 
of time, but of the very means of existence that were wanting 
to us. We had brought twenty-one day's provision from the 
ship; and much more than the half was already consumed, not
withstanding the reductions which had been made, without 
which we should have even stopped far short of our present 
point; to reach which had occupied thirteen days, when we 
had provided ourselves for no more than eleven outwards. 
There was nothing therefore left to us but to submit; and thus, 
however mortified at the necessity of snch a resolution, I was 
compr.lled to settle finally for our return to the ship, after we 
had advanced one other day. By the shortest route back, our 
distance from her was computed at two hundred milcs; and, 
even on a very scanty allowance, we could not reckon on pro
visions for more than ten days. 

As some of the party were now suffering in their feet, I took 
this opportunity of giving them a day's rest, and left our station, 
with Abernethy, at eight in the evening. Being light, we now 
travelled quick.ly along the land, to the south-westward till 
midnight, when, from a ~tranded mass of ice about forty feet 
high, we saw a point of land bearing south-west about fifteen 
miles distant, and could also trace its continuity with that in 
which we stood; the line forming an extensive bay, occupied 
by very heavy packed ice. A little examination, however, led us 
to doubt wllcther the remote point might not be an island, as 
there was an intermediate one about eight miles off. But to 
make an actual examination was now impossible; since our 
time was nearly expended, and the ruggedness of the icc 
between these points would have demanded a very tedious and 
laborious journey. 

We now therefore unfurled our flag for the usual ceremony, 
and took possession of what we saw as far as the distant point, 
while that on which we stood was named Vir-tory point; being 
the" ne plus ultni" of our 'labour, as it afterwards proved, 
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while it will remain a standing record of the exertions of that 
ship's crew. The point to the soutb-west was also named Cape 
Franklin: and if that be a name which has now been conferred 
on more places than one, these honours, not in fact very solid 
when so widely sbared, are beyond all thought less than the 
merits of that officer deserve. 

On Victory point we erected a cairn of stones six feet high, 
:tnd we enclosed it in a canister containing a brief account of 
the proceedings of the expedition since its departure from Eng~ 
land. Such has been the custom, and to that it was our 
business to conform; though I must say, that we did not entef
tain the most remote hope that our lttle history would ever 
meet an European's eye, even had it escaped the accident of 
falling into the hands of the lEsquimaux. Yet we should have 
gone about om work with something like hope, if not confi
dence, had we then known that we were reputed as lost men, 
if even still alive, and that our ancient and tried friend Back 
was about to seek for us, and to restore us once mo.re to society 
and home. And if it is not impossible that the course of his 
present investigations from Cape Turnagain eastward may 
lead him to this very spot, that he may find the record and 
proof of our own" turnagain," we 11a ve known what it is for 
the wanderer in these solitudes to alight upon such traces of 
frienJs and of home, and can almost envy him the imagined 
happiness; while we shall rejoice to hear that he has done 
that in which we failed, and perhaps not less than if we had 
ourselves succeeded in completing this long pursued and peril
ous work. 

It was at one in thc morning of the thirtieth of May that we 
turned our backs on this last and furthest point of our journey, 
arriving at our former encampment at six. We had here found 
a single piece of drift wood, the only one that we had seen 
since we left the ship; but were far better pleased to have aug
mented our slender store of provisions by a hare and two grouse. 
Every thing thus united to render this a marked day: and, 
such animals are we, in spite of ourselves, that the rare occur
rence of a hot supper and a glass of grog made us for a moment 
fnrg!'.t all our disappointments, and rather caused us to feel 
pleasure that we were now l"eturning home, than regret that, 
in so doing, we were renouncing the very object of our long 
anxiety and hard pursuit. 

The longitude of the point on which we were encamped, and 
which I named Point Culgruff, was determined by a pocket 
chronometer, in preference to that which might have been 
deduced from our sets of lunar distances, because we found, on 
our return to the ship, that its rate of going had been remark
ably steady. The hard trials which this watch underwent, united 
to its wonderful regularity, form a compliment to the makers, 
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'Parkinson and Fr()dsham, vvhich it would be superfluous to 
state in other terms. 

Th e longitude of this point, thus ascertained, is 98° 32' 49" 
west, and the latitude 690 46' 19". The time of high water was 
three o'clock, and the rise and fall but seventeen inches_ Vic
tory point lies in latitude 69° 37' 49", and longitude 98° 40' 49" : 
while of Point Franklin, as near as those could be determined 
from an estimated distance, the latitude is 96° 31' 13", and the 
long-itude 990 17' 58". 

At seven in the evening we commenced our journey home
ward, steering across the country direct for the point of our 
depot. We were thus enabled to cut off a considerable distance; 
and as we thus also contrived to cross several lakes where the 
travelling was easy, we reached our store at six in the morning 
of the thirty-first, very much fatigued however by the exertions 
which we could not, nevertheless, have slackened or delayed, 
as we had nothing in the shape of provisions left. 

The unlucky dogs had been unable to continue their work for 
some days past: they were consequently unharnessed, al.d one 
of them died in the course of the day, while another was miss
i.ng when we rose at six in the evening to continue our journey. 
Proceeding, we traced the coast line between this station and 
Port Parry, and at length reached the enca.mpmel1tof the twen
ty-sixth of last month, at four in the morning of the first of June. 
I here completed the examination oftbe bay, which I had then 
left unfinished; and, after this, we arrived at Point Young 
about six in the morning of the second. A hI-ace of grouse and 
a fox were here shot; and we found many circles of stones, 
marking the former summer residences of the Esquimaux. 

Settir.Jg out again in tbe evening, we arrived at Cape Sabine 
at three on the following morning; and here we obtained water 
to drir.Jk, without the trouble of melting the snow. A small 
pool was open, and it was the first indication of a thaw which 
we had seen. At six we reached Cape Abernethy; and being 
desirous, if possible, to survey the whole coast line of the con
tinent towards Nei-tyel-Ie, we proceeded in a south-south
easterly direction along the west shore of the strait which sepa
rates Matty Island from the main land; encamping at half 
past six. The latitude here was 69030' 42", and the longitude 
96° 8' 2(),' west. 

J nne 4; a strong westerly breeze prevented our departing till 
nine o'clock, from which time we continued the examination of 
the coast to the southward till five; having made a journey of 
but nine miles during tbis nigbt. The snow was deep, and the 
party now milch weakened, so that we found it impossible to 
travel faster. For some time past, indeed, we had found ·the 
usual march often 110urs too much for the strength of the men, 
ll'l:Jduced as their allowance of provisions now was; but this 
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pa;t of the arrangement could not be altered, thougl1 we could 
not succeed in surmounting more than ten or twelve miles in 
the day. 'Ve were still eighty miles from the ship, and the 
remaining provisions amounted only to five days' consumption; 
while we were by no means sure that we might not meet with 
many impediments in our way back to Nei-tyel-Ie. This also 
served to altt'r my plans, or at least to throw a doubt over their 
accomplishment; since I saw that unless the coast should 
assume an easterly direction the next day, I must abandon the 
intention of completing this whole line of shore, as I had hoped. 

Soon after recommencing our journfY in the evening, we 
arrived at the entrance of a considerable inlet, but the haziness 
of the weather prevented me from gaining a distinct view of 
its termination. I therefore crossed to the southern point, and 
thus obtained such a sight of it from a high hill, as to trace the 
conti nuity of the land round a small bay to th,e south-, and after
wards joined the party at the eastern extreme point at three 
in the afternoon, giving- to it the name of Captain W. H. Smyth, 
of the Royal Navy. This journey proved so difficult, from the 
quantity of hummocky ice to be passed, and the depth of the 
snow in the intervals, that we suffered great fatigue, and two of 
the dog-s were Jeft behind. 

June 5; as the coast still trended to the sonth-south-east, I 
determined now to steer direct for N ei-tyel-le, as our provisions 
would no longer permit any furtber examination of the shore 
in this quarter. We therefore left Point Smyth at four, and 
directed our course to the southernmost of a group of i~lets, 
nearly east of us, where we arrived at seven in the morning. 
This islet, of which the latitude is 69° 59' 32", and the longitude 
950 45' 50", is high, and afforded an extensive view of the 
neighbouring islands, with much more of the continental shore 
than I h",d seen from Point Smyth; but a thin haze which 
covered the land prevented me from tracin~ it very distinctly 
to the south-eastward. The snow was now separated into 
patches in different places; and we found three snow huts, 
which had been occupied in the preceeding winter by the family 
of Kan-ny-yoke, whose route towards the ship by the Stanley 
river could be traced for a certain distance, by thc marks of the 
sledges. The number of the traces of the Esquimaux found 
about here, showed also that this was one of their steady places 
of resort ; while, further finding the landmarks in great numbers, 
as they had been described to us, I had no hesitation in giving 
to this islet the native name of O-wut-ta, since by this it hu.d 
been indicated to us. 

Though the evening was foggy, the sun's place could be 
occasionally seen through the haze, and enabled us to proceed 
at nine. We travelled over very level ice, though sometimes 
passing hummocks that appeared to have been formed in the 
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preceding year. At four in the morning of the sixth, we obtain
ed asight of the high land of cape Isabella : it was like that of an 
old friend; and as it gave us a no distant prospect of the termi
nation of our present toils, it excited our party to exert them
selves with a spirit which had for some time been flagging. 

Halting for the day, at six, in latitude 690 15' 46", and in 
longitude 950 13' 6", we had some difficulty in finding snow 
deep enough to form our burrow; while the hardness of the ice 
beneath, on which we were thus compelled to lie, was sufficient~ 
ly uncomfortable, contrasted with the soft bed which the snow 
had formerly afforded. 

We set out again on a very fine evening, meeting now, at 
every fresh step, with well-known land, and thence gaining, 
hourly, fresh spirit to work our way onwards to our home: a 
temporary and not a very comfortable one, it is true, but, where 
every thing is comparative, a home to our hopes and feelings, 
such as even England would he whenever it should be our fate 
to leave this land of cold and misery, and to find that every 
degree of latitude was bringing us to rest and peace, as far as 
there are in this world peace 01' rest. 

Our path was also good; alld, under aU these advantages, 
we proceeded with unusual speed: since there was here no 
appearance of' a thaw, nor the least yielding in the crust of 
snow which covered the ice of this inlet. VI' e were soon madc' 
aware of the presence of Esquimaux in oUl' neighbourhoou, by 
tracing the marks of' a man dragging a seal; and this also was 
an acceptable circumstance, since it promised us a supply of 
provisions. Here, also, we saw gulls, together with some seals, 
basking in the sun with their young. June7; alaboriousjourney 
of fourteen miles at length brought us to our encampment for 
the day, in latitude 69° 20' 37", and longitude 94° 31' 55", near 
a low point formerly seen from Cape Isabella. Several small 
islets at this place were named Catharine, and the point itself 
Margaret. 

A reef stretches out from the northernmost end of Point 
Margaret nearly a mile to the south-west, and the heavy masses 
orice that were grounded on it, indicated the force by which 
they had been brought into tbat position. From the same 
point the shore of the continent was seen trending away to the 
south-west, .and could be distinctly traced to the distance of 
seven 01' eight miles. The extreme point in sight was named 
Point Scott. The islets, as well as the mainland, were here 
formed of limestone, like the rest of the coast to the westward. 
We here saw innumerable tracks of reindeer, directed hence 
to the high land of the opposite coast, and had the good 
fortune to kill a fox and a hrace of grouse. 

It blew hard at eight, when we set out; ann steering direct 
for N ei-tyel-le, we passed whhin two miles of Cape Isabella. 
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On one of the islets we found a small pool of water, hut we after
wards understood that tbe thaw had commenced at the ship 
some days earlier. After a fatiguing journey, we a&"ain en
camped on the ice at seven in the morning of the Clghth of 
J one, aboot seven miles from N ei-tyel-Ie.: 

June 8; at noon it blew a strong gale; and for the first time 
since leaving the ship, I was unable to obtain any observations 
for latitude. It was an occurrence that reminded us how highly 
we had been favoured on this journey, hy a long tract of good 
weather. 

Early in the evening I set off alone in search of the Esqui
maux, wbose footsteps were every where "i5ible; directing the 
party to follow at; the usual hour. After tracing these marks 
for two hoors, I reached the islet where I had requested Cap
tain Ross to send a supply of provisions but could not discover 
a mark of the visit of our own people. I soon, however, heard 
the shouts of the Esqoimaux: and a YOllng man shortly after 
joined me with a welcome expressive ofthe highest satisfaction. 
A set of dogs was immediately harnessed by them and sent off 
to assist our party in coming up. 

Ata:raraktak now led me to a cairn of stones where I found 
a note from Captain Ross, informing me that he had there 
waited for my return till the fourth, and had deposited some 
provisions for OUf use at a short distance from the cairn. The 
dogs of the natives h.ad discovered the prize, and Mil-luk-ta 
had that morning carried it home. I immediately therefore 
went to his tent, when his mother brought out all that was 
left, acknowledging that they had made use of all the rest, 
AI! that we thus saved consisted iu eight pounds of meat and 
some bread; but most of this was unfit for use, though even 
the little that remained was very acceptable. They had emp
tied the canister of rum and lemon-juice, which the)" called 
very dirty water; and then pointed out to us a stream where 
we could supply ourselves with what was clean. 

They now presented us with some fish that seemed to be a 
small species of cod, promising to catch more for us ; and I 
therefore determined to halt the party at this spot, for rest and 
refreshment. We cncamped near tbem, in consequence; but 
having now no snow, were obliged to build a stone shelter in 
w-hich they gave us their assistance. Of the eight dogs that 
we had brought from the ship, there were 110W but two remain
ing; and these were so exhausted, that another day's work would 
probably have killed them also, Yet this was a selection from 
the best tbat the Esquimaux possessed; while the wlJOle of 
them had beoome unseryiceable after eight days travelling, so 
that they were cast oil' from 1he sledges and suffered to do as 
they pleased. It was plain that we had overworked them; 
and we now found that, had it indeed been possible, we ought 
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to have followed the system of th'e natives, who never drive 
these animals for more than four days at a time, seldom so 
much and then give them one or two for rest. We had tra
velled, on the contrary, twenty-three consecutive days: a rare 
occurrence in that climate, and 'for which we were indebted to 
the very uncommon serenity of the weather. 

Our encampment was completed by four in the afternoon, 
and we at last enjoyed one good dinner out of the fish which 
llad been given to us. The natives, in the meantime, collect
ed round us to ask questions respecting; our journey and our 
objects: matters much more easy to ask of than to answer; 
but they were above all desirous to know whether we had been 
at Oo-g-eoo-lik. The strangers were formally introduced to 
us by some of our old friends, and we were afterwards enter
tained by a history of their own adventures during our ab
sence, in which we could not help imagining that they were 
indulging some wit at our expense, from the bursts of laugh
ter which followed these anecdoTes. Still, everything was in 
good humour; lIor could we be otherwise than gratified by the 
union of this mirth with their kindness towards us. The length 
of our beards, which had not been shaven since we left the 
Victory, was, among; otller things, a source of great amuse
ment; while one of them, a stranger, whose beard was of un
usual size among this tribe, claimed consanguinity with us on 
that ground. ' 

This man, called Ow-wen-yoo-ah, was a veryil1telligent per
son, and a great traveller. He told me that he had passed the 
winter with Kan-ny-yokc, and immediately recognised a piece 
of deer's horn which I had found at the ,hnts in O-wut-ta island. 
He also informed me that Oo-geoo-lik was many days' jour
ney beyond that place; there being first an inlet to be entered, 
after which there were three days' journey on lakes, across 
some low land; having passed which, they again arrived at 
salt water, and were obliged to travel many days along the sea
coast. His wife and son were now packing up their tent; and 
on our retiring to rest, they all departed, informing us that 
we should find them at Tar-rio-nit-yoke. The day having 
been very'fine, I obtained observations at this place, the name 
of which is E-nook-sha-lig. 

In the morning, two of the women brought us some seal 
blnbber for our fire, and another, who had fished for us while 
we slept, presented us with about thirty of the same fishes, 
being all that she had taken. As I was desirous to know whe
ther these presents were tokens of gratitude for our former fa
vours, or were brought in the hopes of reward, I desired t,he 
men not to make any return for them. Notwithstanding this, 
the women who had brought the fuel, which seemed their 
most valued article, informed us whose turn it would be to , 
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bring the next supply; and thus in rotation, every three hours, 
we received from some of them a fresh stock, which proved 
much more than we required. The fish were also furnished 
abundantly, in a similar manner, but not with the samt' regu
larity: even our two dogs were not neglected, being regularly 
fed twicc a day, while they took care to keep off their own, 
Jest they should interfere with those which were most in want. 
For all tbis we offered nothing in return, nor did they seem 
once to expect it; so that whatever avarice or keenness in 
dealing we might have suspected them of on other occasions, 
wc had here ample proof of their hospitality, if not of aught so' 
refined as gratitude; on the want of which virtue, however, 
OUf limited acquaintance with them could never have ena
bled us to pronounce. 

Anxious to ascertain where the river which I had discovered 
on the eighth of April discharged its waters into the sea, I pre
vailed on the native called Atayaraktak to take me to the 
entrance of the inlet. He infmmed me that he had been there 
some days before, for the purpose of making a fishing hole in 
the ice; that he would willingly conduct me thus far, but if 
I chose to proceed further, he must remain behind to fish; a 
reason which seemed abundantly solid, since I could not but 
perceive that our consumption had materially reduced their 
store. 

Leaving the party, therefore, to work at such rt:pairs of va
rious articles as were now wanted, I set out with this man, 
and after travelling about five miles to the south-soutll-west
ward, we arrived at the entrance of an inlet somewhat less 
tlJan a quarter of a mile in breadth, but enlarging considerably 
in its progress. This strait he called Ik-ke-rusll-yuk, a name 
derived from the rapidity with which the water rushes out in 
the summer; the stream being fresh and good for drinking, as 
he said, though at this point, where I tasted it, I found it very 
salt. I obtained no sounding here in six fathoms, which was 
the length of my companion's line. 

June 9; while he remained to fish, I proceeded along the left 
shore of the inlet, about four or five miles; and ascending an 
elevated ground, gained a commanding view of the inlet, 
though I could not be quite sure of the continuity of the oppo
sed and remote shore. My conclusion, however, from the 
report of the Esquimaux, was, that the west branch of the 
river in question must fall into the sea somewhere to the south
ward of Point Scott. 

The shore on which I stood had gradually changed its trend
ing from south to south-east by east; and at two or three 
miles beyoud, the inlet appeared to be not more than half a 
mile broad, whence it turned more to the north-east; and hrre 
I could see the spot I had visited on my first journey to this 



TO tm: AI\CTIC RhGIOJlOS. 273 

place. But as I could pursue the present examination no fur
ther, I returned to my fishing friend, whose patience was near
lyexhausted. He hadcaught about tl1il'ty fisb, and was ready 
to go back to bis party. We reached E-nook-sha-lig at six in 
the morning; mucb exhausted in consequence of the laborious 
walking tbrough the soft snow. 

Mr. Abernetby here informed me that duriug our absence the 
natives had given them a feast; each family having cooked a 
kettieful of fish. They were consequently first invited to one 
of the tents, where tbe contents of the kettle having been des
patched, the next family treated them in tbe same manner, 
and so on, in rotation, till they had run this sort of e.ating 
gauntlet through the whole of the five tents. It is not surprising 
if they thus ate much more than they ought to have done. It was 
a feature of somewhat refined politeness in their entertainer~, 
and more to be expected from an ancient Spaniard than an 
Esquimaux, that during the whole time of this prolonged meal 
these really kind hosts continued thanking them for the honour 
thus conferred; reminding them also that they had themselves 
been fed in a similar manner at the sbip, in the preceding 
winter. and thus proving those grateful feelings which we might 
formerly have doubted; while of this we could now be quite 
sure, since, having hitherto made no presents in return, we 
made none on the present occasion, nor duringthe whole of our 
stay with them; being desirous to put off till the very last 
what we intended to give, that we might remove all doubt~ on 
this subject. 

June 10; being now much recruited by a day's rest and all 
this good living, we set out at ten in the night of the tenth of 
June; having first, since we could now entertain no doubt 
of their real gratitude, distributed among these natives every 
thing which we could spare. This, however, was fully returned 
to us in an ample supply of fish; which in addition to 
the blubber that had been served in superfluous abundance, 
fully provided us for the remainder of :wr journey. Some of 
them also accompanied us as far as Pad-Ie-ak, to assist us in 
dragging our sledge, and to point out to us where their tents 
would be pitched in the summer. On finally separating, 
they continued to cheer and thank us as long as we were 
within hearing, and when they could no longer see us, owing to 
the irregularities of the ground. 

They had desired us to follow the tracks of a party which had 
preceded; and this instruction proved of essential service, in 
spite of my endeavours to find a shorter road for myself by neg
lecting their advice. I had imagined that tht'y were going 
to fish at some place which would tftke us off the most direct 
road and therefore quitted the indicated track, attempting to 
gain the route by which we' had formerly travelled. In this 
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however, I was completely bamed, by the great depth of the 
snow and water on that line, whenever I attempted to diverge 
into it; so that I was at length glad to abandon, and I believe 
fortunate in surrendering, my own opinion, and consenting to 
follow my yet unseen g·uides. A dense fog, indeed, soon served 
to convince me of the wisdom of this choice, since without 
that tract which served us as a compass, we should have heen 
compelled to halt in the middle of one of the lakes, without 
being exactly certain where we were, or What was to be done 
next. 

'I'Ve arrived at Tar-rio-nit· yoke in latitude 69° 41' 6" and longi
titude 920 54' 21", ateightin the morning of the eleventh, and en~ 
camped on the south side of the stream which carries the waters 
of this chain of lakes to the sea. The party of Ow-wen-yoo-ah 
washereseen onthe opposi1eshore: and as soon as they perceived 
our arrival, one of them waded across the stream, which was 
between four and five feet deep to bring us some fuel. This 
man was our acquaintance Ow-wen-yoo-ah and he told me 
that they intended to remain there fishiug, for some time. He 
expressed himself much disappointed at the absence of a large 
party which he had expected to find here; informing us 
also that he had gone, the day preceding in pursuit of some 
reindeer and their fawns, which had been seenin the neighbour
hood of Shag-a-voke but without success. -

When we rose in the evening, to pursue our journey, the 
whole ofOw-wen-yoo-ah's family came over to us. His present 
wife and children belonged to another man who Wi.S his par
ticular friend and an ang'ekok, to whom he bad, in the preced
ing autumn, lent his own two wives; a loan which is here con
sidered a peculiar mark of friendship, and, it must be admitted 
not very unreasflnably. He had expected the restoration of 
bis pair of spouses at tbis time and place; but the borrower 
Shoong-ug-u-wuk had taken them with him on the expedition 
after deer, and this breach of agreement seemed to be the chief 
cause of our friend's vexation and disappointment. 

If we once supposed that this practice, for which tbese peo
ple maypJead the authority of ancient Rome, was limited to the 
natives ofRepluse bay, we had subsequent occasion to believe 
that it was universal among this tribe; the inhabitants of 
Boothia, as we must 1I0W term this country. Others may ana
lyze the morality of this fashion ; but one thing at least appear
ed certain, namely that the women bad no voice in the matter,' 
and were therefore considered merely as property or furniture, 
comformably to the high authority already quoted, and to the 
practice of some other nations in states of civilizatiou mther 
more resembling, it must be owned, that of Boothia than of the 
Mistress of the world. 

At this place the thaw was proceeding with such extraordi-
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nary rapidity. that the stream which we had crossed in the morn
ing with the greatest ease, was now impassable. The torrent 
of water thus discharged from the lakes had also covered the 
ice which was to be traverseu, to the depth of several feet. 
Not a dry spot remained any where; for 'there being no tide 
powerful eDr'ugh to break up the frozen barrier towards the 
sea, this disengaged water cIJuld find no passage to it, except 
through a few seal holes which were quite incompetent to drain 
it off. 

Had we not already known that such must be the case at this 
season of the year, we should have had ample proof of the 
necessity of condensing the expedition from which we were 
now returning, within the very limits to which it had been 
fixed. It is tme that our confined stock of provisions formed 
the actual restraint on our further advance, and that our return 
was/as I have already shown, compulsory, from this causeo 
Yet in thus restricting that allowance, and, with it, the time of 
our absence, we had not acted imprudently, as the facts now 
proved; whether or not we are to be allowed t.he credit of 
having shown prudence and foresight in our calculation. And 
how,wer impossible it was then, and even now is, to suppress 
the constantly returning regret that we did not reach Cape 
Turnagain, I cannot see how we could have completed that 
survey and returned in safety, or perhaps returned at all, even 
though we had been amply provided for a longer journey. At 
any rate, itwas plain that the arrangements for such an expedi
tion must be very different from what ours had been; and that 
if it was to be unde-rtaken in the following season, a new cal
culation must be made, and very different expedients adopted, 
together with much more force to ensure any chance of suc
cess. 

Under the present obstructions·w·e were recommended byOw
wen-yoo-ah to go round by Shag-a-voke, since he considered 
that the water was too deep for us to cross. This however 
would have materially increased our distance from the. ship; 
and, as I also knew that the ice was very bad at the entrance 
of the inlet which we should thus be obliged to traverse, I de
termined to attempt the wadir.g of the bay at this place, since 
the distanc"" was not much more than two miles. I therefore 
caused all the holes in the skin boat to be repaired; and having 
stowed the luggage in it, we proceeded on tbis amphibious por
tion of our journey at ten o'clock. The water did not finally 
prove more than knee deep, and was barely sufficient to float our 
boat: butwe found no difficulty in reaching the opposite shore 
by midnight. We should not indeed have been dispJeaserl 
had tbis watery tract extended much further; since we found 
it a very laborious task to ~get over the high craggy }'jdge of 
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land that intervened hetween it and Too-nood-Ieed Lay, "hich 
was now hare of snow. 

In this hay, to compensate for that difficulty, the travelling 
was among the easiest that we had found. The water, which 
had here also overflowed the; surface, had dissolved the snow, 
and afterwards escaped through the fissures beneath, which 
had here been produced by the rise and fall of the tide. We 
found therefore a smooth plain of polished ice; and on this we 
proceeded with great expedition, not without wishing that more 
or all of the territory which we had passed, both outwards and 
on our return, had been of the same charar:ter. 

The river Ang-ma-Iook-took now appeared much more ex
tensive than. I, had formerly_supposed it to be; and from the 
number oflandmarks near it, together with similarly numer
ous caches on its banks, I concluded that it was a fishing' 
station of considerable importance to the natives. ~ 

June ] 2; at eight in the evening of the twelfth 'we halted, 
in latitude 69° 48' 10", and longitude 92° 23' 9", on a small rocky 
islet, much fatigued, and chiefly by the labour of wading. 
Here we found in flower, the Saxifragu oppositifolia; be
ing the first that we had seen for this spring; though we 
afterwards found that it had appeared much earlier in the vi
cinity of the ship. 

It was near midnight hefore we got into motion; at first find
ing the way extremely rough, from the intermixture of hum
mocks of ice and deep holes half frozen, but proceding with 
much more ease after reaching the mainland, while feeling ad
ditional energy and strength as we diminished our distance 
from the ship. It was at seven in the morning when we came in 
sight of her ; whcn !issued the last remaining dram to the party, 
and hoisting our flag we ,tHived on hoard at eight all in good 
health though mucl, reduced in appearance. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNAL--SUMMARY OF THE MONTH. 

June 14; 1830. A strong westerly breeze made the weather 
cold, and the thermometer fell to 33°, with showers of snow. It 
did not prevent our work on this or the next day, when it fell in 
much greater abundance. It only remained on the ice how
ever; on the land it soon melted. On the next it was much 
the same; and we began therefore to expectalatersummerthan 
we had at first anticipated, since no visible alteration had 
taken place on the ice for some days. The thermometer dur
ing these latter days was rather un del" the freezing point at 
night, and the highest heat of the day, being on the fifteenth, 
was 500 • 

On the seventeenth the weather looked better and more 
settled, but it was not warm. Two natives came, bringing 
a couple of seals; a very welcome supply, with the large pack 
of dogs that we had to feed. They had been successful at the 
Comptroller's islands. Afterrewarding"them in the usual manner 
I presented Ikmallik with a sovereign to wear round his neck, 
as being the picture of our great chief; desiring that he would 
preserve it and show it to any European he might hereafter see. 
It was not likely to be spent, whatever else might happen; bnt 
if it was too valuable a gift intrinsically, for one who was as ig
norant of its uses as incapable of applying" them to a purpose, 
hewouldhavebeengreatlyastonished could he have exchanged 
it for its English value in timber, iron, fish-hooks. axes, 
knives, and needles. Nor must I forget that the two guides 
took leave of us, with much gratitude for the presents they had 
got and the kindness which they had experienced; hoping soon 
to see us again. We learned from IkmalJik, that all the rest had 
gone to the southward, except his own family and another, which 
were to remain some time in Comptroller's islands. He gave 
us the native names of the birds which had been shot; these 
being mimics of the cries of the several animals; and they all 
departed under a promise to see us again. 

June 18; the weather was fine, butit froze both in the morn
ing and the evening. The work went 011, and the boats were 
cleared of snow. Some men now complained of rheumatism, 
and were relieved by the steam bath. June 19; the Saturday 
began cold; and, in the course of the day, it rained heavily, 
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Fortunately, the caulking of the deck had been finished, so that 
it did not interfere with the comfort of the men below. 

June 20; the weather seemed to have taken a sudden tprn 
on Sunday; the rain having ceased in the night, and the air 
being mild and serene, while the thermometer rose, in the mid
dle of the day, to 62°, _being at 600 for more tban seven hours. 
Mucb of the snow was consequently disappearing, and the tor
rents again running down the hills. After church, the men 
-having been sent to their walk 011 shore, brought back a fine 
specimen of the great northern diver, and reported that they 
h~d seen many hares and much wild fowl. Some insects wcre 
also collected, and much of the ice was broken up round the 
ship. 

Monday was misty, with small rain; the thaw continuing, 
though it was less warm. A diver was again shot, together 
with a king and a queen duck. Preparations were made for a 
travelling party to tract' the line of coast to the south-eastward, 
and the men were employed within the ship. On the next day, 
the weather was fogg'y till the evening, under a north-east 
wind, ;'vhen it became clear. The larboard leeboard was 
fixed, and the preparations for the travelling party completed, 
should the weather permit of moving on the following day. 

June 23; it proved fine. The sledge and the skin boat were 
got ready, and the provisions stowed a way in them after break
fast. The chief mate, with ten men, went off to draw it ten 
miles in advance, returning at eight in the evening. At nine, 
Commander Ross and four men left the ship, with the dogs: 
wit I! the intention of proceeding as soon as they had reached 
the deposited sledge. The returned party had killed some 
ducks, and seen reindeer. Tht'se animals had been gradually 
passing in increased numbers, since we had latterly seen many, 
though, for so long a time, we had found nothing but their 
tracks. 

The morning of the twenty-fourth was fine, but there were 
rain and snow about noon, continuing till midnight: it was 
not, certainly, a midsummer day in effect, whatever itmight be 
in the calendar; and even if the usages of St. John's day had 
penetrated to these lands, there was as little temptation to light 
bonfires as there was an utter dearth of materials for construct
ing tbt'm. In consequence, however, of the thaw, a consider
able quantity of water flowed from the decks into the hold, be
ing produced from the snow which still remained on the sides 
of the ship; and this wt' were obliged to drive out by the for
cing pump, as the others were not yet clear of ice. 'rhe sur
geon, who had escorted the party, returned early in the morn
ing with a brent goose; and the first swan of the season was 
seen. At this time flights of ducks hegan to pass in consider-
able numbers. . 
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The snow still fell occasionally, though it was mild; and the 
day ended in a fine evening. The men were employed in cut
ting the ice on the larboard side of the. ship, to allow her to 
right herself; in consequence of which, she l'Ose fourteen inches. 
The thermometer at night was 34°. On the Saturday at noon 
it was 620 ; such were the extremes of day and night in this 
climate, and at midsummer; as, to confirm this, it fell again to 
the freezing point at nig·ht. It is the alternate reign of the sun 
and of the accumulated ice. Whatever the former effects can
not last, and it ceases as soon as the great source of heat be
comes depressed in its career. I took an opportunity of setting' 
the net where a stream entered the nearest lake, but caught no 
fish; we did not even see any. An egg of a goose· was found, 
proving that they breed here; and many of these birds wer,e 
seen, while one was killed. The ship was at length nearly 
upright. 

Nothing worthy of note occurred on Sunday. The men, 
however, were not forbidden to shoot, in their usual walk after 
the service o[ this day: and their sport bl'Ought us five ducks 
and a diver. 

June 28; it was snowy, and became so far cold, that the 
night temperature sunk to the freezing point: in the course of 
the day wefinish.ed our prepa};ations for the projected journey 
of the following. In the morning, the snow threatened inter
ruptjon ;bul, clearing at noon, a party of seven men went off 
in advance, with a sledge, a boat, and our provisions and pack
ages: the supply being for six days, and the place oftheir halt 
the north-west inlet. At seven, I followed, with the surgeon 
and three men, and found one of the party returning with a 
report that the sledge had been broken. He had been sent 
back for.a new one, attended by three men and a dog: they 
had not succeeded in reaching further than six miles, being a 
mile short of the northern huts, whic·h formed the appointed 
spot. But this did not prevent our proceeding: our principal 
object beipg to catch fisb, for which we had provided ourselves 
with the necessar.y materials. 

June 30; to complete the journal of this month, I need 
only say that it snowed on the. last day, with the same low tem
peratn.re at night, and a fresh breeze: and I may therefore give 
the usual summary, that I may not interrupt the account of our 
journey. 

It is scarcely needful to say, thid; it had been a very unfa
vourable month to our prospects of proceeding at an early 
period in the ship. At Port Bowen, two hundred miles fur
ther north, there had been rain as early as the seventh; while 
it hail not appeared here till the nineteenth, and followed, 

T 
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moreover by frost and snow, so as to throw back every thing 
to the same condition as in the earlier days of June. In 
many places, indeed, the ice had become much thinner; but 
it was still very thick and compact. 

The weather had however been favourable for the exploring 
parties. Commander Ross had not been interrnpted in his 
travelling, and his reports were favourable; while, among other 
things, the limits of our future endeavours were much narrow
ed by the result of this expedition. 

Our intercourse with the natives had much decreased, in con
sequence of their removal; but whenever it,occurred, we were 01)
terms of greater confidence than ever. They had been unsuc
cessful in hunting, and hence were unable to bring us anJ' sup
plies; but whenever they were in want, and we could furnish 
them with food, we did so; receiving in return every mark of 
gratitude and thankfulness. In reality, with exception of 
the adventure consequent on the boy's death, in which their 
mistake was afterwards fully rectified and atoned for, and ex
cepting also some sufficiently pardonable and not very serious 
pilfering, we found every reason to be pleased with their cha
racter and conduct, not only to us, but towards each other. I 
have given several instances of their kindness, in their drag
ging the helpless on sledges, and the care of their children; 
and if they seemed an affectionate and good tempered people, 
so did they appear to live together in perfect harmony, and to 
be free of selfishness, even in regard of that great article, food, 
which constitutes the whole, it may almost be said, of a sa
vage's enjoyments. I had no reason to suppose that I had 
prematurely formed this favourable opinion, though it is so 
much at variance with what has been reported of other tribes 
of the same people. It remained for time to determine what 
the exact truth was. 

The alterations and fittings in the ship had made so much 
progress, that it was plain we should be ready long before 
it could serve any purpose. Though the health of the crew 
was generally good, three or four continued to show such 
a proneness of scurvy, that we were obliged to regulate their 
diet and treatment accordingly. They had been much har
assed and fatigued during this period but they bore their 
toils cheerfully. 

The observations and surveys had been going on, including: 
many on the dip and vatiation of the needle. The highest 
temperature of the month had been 62° plus, and the lowest 
260 ; the mean was 36°, 760 : I need not repeat the comparisons 
with those of the other expeditions in the same month. 

Our sport was but indifferent; yet some good specimens of 
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animals were procured. The perpetual hunting of the natives 
seemed to prevent the deer together with the animalsof prey 
which followed on their traces, from resting for any time in 
this neighbourhood; while the canse, doubtless, droye the 
musk oxen, and possibly also the hares, from this vicinity, to 
places where they could find greater security in the solitude of 
these deserts. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

AN EXPEDITrON TO FISH FO·R THE SUPPLY OF FISH FOR THE CREW 

UNDERTAKEN BY MYSELF A1'-D PARTY-NARRATIVE AND ItETURN. 

JUNE 29 ; 1830. Having proceeded towards tbe place wbere 
the sledg"e had been appointed, we came suddenly on two large 
white bears, before we had reached the end of the lake; but 
as our guns were loaded with small shot only, we were compel
led to avoid tllem. It is not a safc animal to provoke unarm3d. 
We met, after tbis, tbe men returning with the broken sledge, 
"wd afterwards arrived at the boat wbere the ammunition and 
fishing tackle had he en deposited. We then proceeded over 
tbe ice, wbicb was very full of cracks and holes. 

June 30; early in the morning, we reached the point 
forming th", entrance of the inlet, which we believed to be the 
estuary of the river in w bicb we bad proposed to fish; but were 
obliged to pitch the tent, as it began to snow heavily, with a 
strong northerly gale. Being in a sheltered spot, we were, 
however, enabled to cook our dinners and go to rest. We had 
killed two ducks and a plover, and seen some reindeer. The 
land at this place was rugged, clear of snow, and divested of 
all ve;l,etation. We found the ice, in many places, danger
ously thin, independently of many large holes and wide cracks. 

After dinner, at five in the evcning, we proceeded up 
the inlet, which turned to the north -east travelling over the ice 
for five miles, till it divided into two branches; one leading to 
the K.W. and the other N .N.E. We followed the latter a mile, 
and arrived atits termination. Here we ascended ahigb mountain, 
where we saw that the north-west branch took a north-east
erly direction, as if i~ was about to join the great inlet to the 
northward, from which its visible end could not be more than 
a mile distant. 

We sa w no river of any importance, though we had expect
ed one; there was only a small lake: but we found on its 
margin some remains of snow huts. On its banks, the game, 
such as it was, proved somewhat abundant for a country so 
barren in tbis respect as it generally had been found, and 
OUf sporting produced us som" ducks and gulls, all equally ac
ceptable to those whose variety of food was for the most part 
very disagreeably conlined. The hill hounding the other ill-
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let was, like those we had ascended,rugg'ed and bare and 
there was a narrow channel of water along its shore, extend
ing nil the way up, excepting where twa points pcajected. 
Many showerb of rain fell during this walk, and the weather 
at length became so thick and misty, tbat all further view of 
the interior land was unattainable. 

July I; we returned ahout two in the morning, for the pur
pose of resting till six, during which time it blew a gale from 
the northward. After this, I set off, with the surgeon and one 
man to examine the coast· to the west, in search of 
a river; and passing along the shore, came to an island in 
the south· of the inlet, and, afterwards, to two points, the bays 
near which received nothing larger tban a small rivulet. 'Ve 
then passed two more points on tbe right, and tbree islets on 
the I~t; finally arriving'at the arm of tbe sea and that mouth 
of a river which were formerly examined by Commander Ross.' 
Finding it still frozen, we proceeded to the north shore ascend
ing the rising ground as we wcnt on; and at length, at tbe dis
tance of tbrec miles, meeting two small lakes. 

Thence I ascended a mile, leaving my companions, lest I 
should fatiguethem; and, crossingalakeprocceded tothesummit 
of the highest mountain. Hence I saw the termination of the 
northern branch of the inlet which I bad observed yesterdaJ', 
and beyond it a neck of land dividing it from tbe oue further 
to the northward, 'wbich was also distinctly seen, about.seven 
miles distant. I returned after two hours, and, joining my 
companions, we arrived at our tent. 

While restiug near it, a man was perceived crossing the 
bay, on which I fired a shot, to attract his attention. He 
seemed at first alarmed, but at last stood still to look at us, 
when the surgeon went to meet him, throwing away his gun, 
as the signal of friendship. On this he also threw away his 
bow and arrows and spear, when. approaching with the usual 
salutation, he was discovered to be our frielid Awack. I then 
persuaded him to accompany us to our tent; giving' him the gun 
to carry, in hopes of thus better establishing confidence among 
UR. We had walked thirteen hours, and were glad to find a 
dinner in which we made our friend partake. He informed 
ns that his uncle Ikmallik's party were at a river that entered 
the bay about ten miles off; and thither we determined to go, 
to his great satisfaction. 

Our tent and baggage were immediately placed on the sledge . 
with the little boat and the net, and we set off with fresl] spirit 
passing several islands and points till we came to one of those 
alluvial mounds which I formerly described; on rounding 
which, we saw the river, and the huts of the natives about a 
mil.e away on the north hanft. At our guide's desire, wc an-
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nounced our approach by firing a gun, which produced a gene
ral acclamation. Leaving the sledge behind, I was so~n at 
the village, and was received with open arms by our old fnend 
Ikmallik. 

He informed us that the season for fishing in the river was 
ended, and that they were about to set off for the lakes; but, 
that they would stay another day if we would remain with 
them. Our sledge then arriving, wc erected our tent, and they 
began to replace their~, which had been taken down; the num
ber of families being four. They were highly delighted when 
I displayed the flag above IkmaJlik's tent instead of our own, 
we were then presented with fish, including two fin" salmon, 
which we proceeded to dress in our cooking apparatus; a pro
ce~s that excited great attention, from the quickness with 
which it boiled one of these fisbes and fried the other. 

They had proposed to dine with us, and of course we c<?uld 
not refnse ; though perplexed to know how to cook for so large 
Ii party, with our limited kitchen. The whole twelve were 
however, invited into the tent; and, with our party of five, it 
. was more than sufficiently filled. We were soon relieved from 
all anxiety~bout cookery, finding that they preferred their fish 
raw. Our two dinners, therefore, made a parallel progress: 
in time, however, not in quantity: since, while we found 
that one salmon and half of another, was more than enough 
for all of os English, these voracious animals· had devoured two 
each. At this rate of feeding, it is not wonderful that their 
whole time is occupied in procuring food: each man had eaten 
fourteen pounds of fhis raw salmon, and it was probably but 
a luncheon after all, or a superfluous meal for the sake of OUf 

society. Nor is it wonderful that they so often SUfreT from fa
mine; under an economical division of tlJCir food, with a little 
consideration for to-morrow, the same district might maintain 
double the number, and with seareely the hazard of want. 
The glutton bear, scandalized as it may be by tts name, might 
even be deemed a creature of moderate appetite in the com
parison; with tlleh imman J"eason in addition, these pcople 
could they always eommand the means, would douhtless out
riv,al a glutton and a boa constrictor together. 

Whether Captain Coehrane's extravagant accounts be true 
or not, the voracity of the n.orthern savages, on both continents 
is sufficiently known. But it is a question that has not been 
examined as it ought: and my medical knowledge is far too 
{,mall to allow me to say much on a subject on which I cannot 
find that either preceding travellers or pll}'sicians have writ
ten any thing of importance. These northern stomaehs have 
been supposed especially powerful; hut the Boshman of south
e~11 Africa has a digestion of the same energy, and can equally 
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bear the alternatives of gross excess and want. It may be 
true also, to a ct'rtain extent at least, that the severity of 
these climates demands more abundant food than one more 
temperate, and that in particular, oily food is useful, as I had 
occasion formerly to remark. But the inhabitants of the alpine 
regions of southern Europe demand no such cxtravag-ance of 
food, nor are even the people of Lapland and the northern ex
tremity of Norway conspicious for such eating; as is not less 
true of the Icelanders. In Norway, indeed, the peasant is 
very much limited to milk, and to bread of the very v. orst 
quality; yet, in neither of these cases, do we find tbe people 
less stron!!" or less capable of labour, while equal, at least to . 
the Esquimaux tribes in longevity and in general health. 

If this extraordinary consumption of food, and that of the 
mos.t nutritious kind, is therefore not necessary, under this 
comparison with people most nearly corresponding in climate, 
the contrast is' far more remarkable when we compar.e them 
with some of the people in the hotter parts of the earth. Thc 
Arab, on ont' small allowance of barley meal in the day, is 
more enduring of fatigue than an Esquimaux, who perhaps eats 
twenty pounds of flesh and oil; while he is also stronger and 
more active. Other comparisons are easily made by anyone 
acquainted with the geographical history of man. It is 
for physicians to explain these accommodating powers of 
the human stomach and constitution; but they should 'also 
account for the disposal of that which cannot fail to be su
perfluous; we werc all as well fed on a pound of salmon a 
day as these people on tw.enty. 

Be that explained as it may, this vast power of digestion 
must be the result of practice and habit; while, unfortunatt'ly, 
the habit being once established, the consequence of a more 
restricted diet is suffering and weakness, or starvation. That 
is fully proved' by the appetites of the Canadian boatmen. 
TIle Esquimaux is an animal of prey, with no other enjoyment 
than eating; and guided by no principle and no reason, he 
devours as long as he can, and all that he can procure, like 
the vulture and the tiger. The half savage Canadian equally 
eats all that he can obtain under the same impulses; yet he 
gains no~hing in strength or power of endurance by it; except 
that when tht' habit has once become t'stablished, he cannot 
endure privation at tht' first trial, nor without such p.erseve
rance in moderation as may once more reduce the condition of 
his stomach and constitution to a more natural state. .Yet, 
with six pounds of solid meat in the day, or eight pounds of 
fish, which form his regulated allowance, he is not worth more, 
in point of exertion, t.han th~Englishman, after a little pr;lc
tice in that lahour, who is aliPply fep-with one pound of the for
mer, and a proportional quantity of the other. 
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To return from these remarks, we were nota little amused with 
the fashionable usages of the table here. The head and.ba~k
bone being taken ofT from twofish, they were handed to I~malhlt, 
and Tullahiu, the seniors, who slitthe body 10ngitudlnallYll1totwo 
equal parts, dividing each of those afterwards into two more. 
Th~y were then rolled up into cylinders of two inclies in .diam~
ter, wben putting one end into the mouth as far as possible, it 
was cut off by the knife so close as to endanger the end of the 
nose; the party then handing the remainder to his neighbour. 
In this way they proceeded till the whole stock offish was con
sumed. One of them, afterwards eating the scraps on one of 
our plates, where there chanced to be some lemon-juice, made 
wry faces, to the great amusement and laughter of the rest. 
Man seems a laughing animal, as he bas been termed, even 
where he approaches as nearly as he can to his inferiors of·foUl" 
legs. 

We proceeded, after this, to try our drag net, though they 
assured us that we should take no fish; promising nevertheless, 
that if we caught none, we should partake of their store. Their 
prophecy was correct; for, in three casts, we took but half a 
dozen small fisb called Kanayoke, while the last brought only 
a large stone. This produced great laughter; but if it did nl>t 
give them a good opinion of OUl' dexterity in· this art, so it had 
the advantage of preventing: them from coveting our net. But 
the fame we might have lost in fishing, was compensated by our 
shooting, on the wing, a gull and a wild goose; and, by 'pre
senting them with these and some other birds that we had shot, 
our favour went on incrcflsing. After twenty-five llOurs of 
wakefulness and labour, it was, however, necessary that these 
natives at least should sleep, and I therefore sent them all to 
their beds, appointing a meeting when the sun should be in the 
south. 

July 2; I accordingly went with Ikmallik to one of the pits 
where they keep their fish, frozen; and seeing that it probably 
contained not less than forty salmon, offered him a large knife 
for the whole which was I'eadi]y accepted. ' ,He had always 
been the most contented of these dealers, while'the others look
ed up to him for example; so that the other two men offered me 
their stores at the same price. Had I known the contents of the 
whole, I could not have ventured to ofJ'er snch a price; as I found 
two hundred and twenty fish, averaging five pounds each, and 
tllerefore producing a ton weight of salmon; of which the pur
chase money was thus no more than seven shillings and six
pence. 

We had thus more than we could well carry; but as 
this fresh meat was most needf~ for the health of the crew, 
especially for those who were threatened with scurvy, we adopt-
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ed several contrivances for transporting at least as many -as we 
could. The sealskin beds were made into two bags, and, with 
one more lent by lkmallik, we succeeded in packing up two 
hundred and ten of these fishes, keeping the rest for present use. 
The offer of twa pieces of wood to make a spear and a paddle, 
prodaced us, further, the loan of four dogs, with the assistance 
of three natives, to aid us on our joamey home, and to bring 
back the animals, together with their reward. 

Having all dined together, as before, we were ready to depart 
when they said that they would, shew us their method of kil
ling seals; pointing to a larg!' one half a mile off, on the ice. 
Eight of them consequently set out along. the shore nearest to 
it, and then approached the animal slowly until it raised its 
head, when those in front stopped, and shouted as loud as they 
could; on which three others ran up with incredible swiftness, 
but as the leader raised his spear to strike, the creature sud
denly plunged into a crack on the ice, and disappeared. We 
did not retaliate their laughter at our. want of success in the 
fishery, as we were really disappointed. 

They afterwards showed us the manner in which they take 
the salmon. The weapon is a spear,with two very divergent 
barbs of bone or ivory: and, by this, they are struck in the 
water. They described this method as being without difficulty; 
as the fish swam up in the channels between the ice and the 
land, in such dense crowds, that they could not throw their 
instrument without striking some. This was the migration to 
the rivers for spawning, without doubt; and it was the end of 
this migration that had caused them to abandon a place, which, 
if we had then understood these matters better, we should have 
resorted to at an earlier period. That report also confirms a 
discredited American tale, in which the fish are described to 
be so ahunQ.-a-nt, at some seasons, in certain rivers, that they 
are trampled to death by the hoofs of horses in fording: while, 
if confirmation were necessary, the reports of La Perouse on 
the same subject, are beyond questioning. 

We at length set off', dragging- the three bags of fish after the 
sledge, as it could not beaT the weight. The ice being hum
mocky and full of cracks and holes, gave us much trouble: so 
that it required four hours of hard work to reaoh the first of 
the islands, about four miles off. I here determined on bury
ing two of the bags; carrying on only one, in the boat on the 
sle'dge. A,t midnight we arrived at tbe second island, four 
miles further: and here it was necessary for us to eat and rest, 
having thirteen miles more to the ship. 

The route continued very bad the next day, being through 
pools of watet, often knee deep, and with boles quite through 
the ice, besides very wide ~racks. Falling into one of these, 
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the slcd<Te also overset near me, the bag of fish falling at the 
same ti~e in such a manner, that had I not been first, it would 
have gone down through the crack and been lost. The only 
event, fortunately, was a sound ducking. Not long after, it 
began to blow hard, and to snow, while we had still seven 
miles before us; but our perseverance at length brought us 
within sightof home, at three miles distance; when, after much 
difficulty, in consequence oftlle separation of the ice, obliging 
us to unload and carry things piecemeal over the loose frag
ments, we got near enough to hoist our colours, and were 
answered by those of Commander Rcs~, who had not arrived 
IDany minutes vefore us, from a similar fishing expedition. 
We found all well on board. 

There is bttle to add to the nanalive of this short expedi
tion, The river which we had visited is called by the n&tives 
Tatehik, and is only fifteen miles from the ship, though our 
circuitom; cotlfse had made it twenty to us. It is about five 
lJUndred fect wide, and from six to tcn deep; the bottom full 
of larg"e hlocks of granite, and the current runing strong at first, 
but diminishing before we had left it. There was a rapid also 
about two miles up the stream, preventing its n"avigation: 
whjle the natives informed me that it ran out of a large lake 
which was supplied by others at a greater distance. 

To our communications with the natives I must also add, that 
they endeavoured to entertain us in their best 'manner ; acting 
()ver again the drama of our first meeting, together with that 
which was to take place when we met hereafter at Neitchillee. 
Our attempts to repeat their words was also a source of great 
amusement to them. .If the meeting had been fortunate for us, 
in procuring such a supply of fish, -which we should hay!' mis
sed had we been a day later, I now also found that this had 
been stored up with the intention of sellir;g it to us the next 
year. I might indeed lmve procured a hundred and 
thirty more, but they were not so fine, nor could we contrive to 
take them away. I ought also to mention that we bought from 
them three wolf Whelps as specimens. 

July 1; tbe proceedings on board during our absence had 
been marked by little variety. Some of the men had been 
lamed in their expeditions, and required management in their 
allotted work. The thermometer at midnight was 370 • On 
the second it did not vary, and the men were recovering. The 
tllird was the day of the retnrn of Commander Ross's party and 
my own, being foggy in the morning, with snow and rain. In 
the evening I detached a party to bring home the fish that had 
been left behind. 
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CHAPT ER XXXII. 

JUURNAL OF THE MOl\TH OF JULY- SUMMARY OF THE MONTH~ 

TRANSACTIONS DURING AUGUST, AND ITS SUMl\IARY. 

JULY 4; 1830. On Sunday, after church service, the 
men who had been sent for the salmon returned: and part of 
Monday was occupied in cleaning them and packing' them in 
the tanks, with ice. The snow IJad nearly left the land; and 
this nigpt, the nocturnal temperature rose 10 :18°. There was 
little to note on the two subsequent days: July 6; the neces
sary work for fitting out the ship was going on. The tempera
ture fell, however, so much on the seventh, that it froze hard. 
The men were now ordered to receive three pounds of the fresh 
fish every other day. 

JUly 8; it was less cold, yet at midnight the thermometer was 
but 37°. On the following day, it rained hard for twelve hours, 
the elfecton the remaining snowwasconsidera hIe. A Dati ve arri
ved with an offer of more fish, which we agreed to purchase 
when brought,and we undertook tosend for it while hepitcbed his 
tent near us, with his family. July 10; in taking a walk to-day 
I found the ice not more than a foot thick in many places, and 
so brittle that our weight broke through it. Our projected 
canal had melted away two feet, in depth of ice, at the sur
face. Some ducks and other birds were killed. 

July 11; in the course of this S'unday our party returned 
with the fish for which they had been sent. It was foggy in 
morning, and some rain 'came OIl at night lasting till the fol
lowing day. Thus it continued on the thirteenth; so that the 
snow on the land was almost entirely dissolved, and the ice 
covered by water. The several works went on in the mran 
time and our sportsmen shot among other things some small 
birds that we did not know. 

July 14; it did not clear up till the evening ofthis day, when 
. it became fine, continuing so on tl]e following day. At 

tbis time a piece ofice came up to tbe surface from beneath the 
ship, so forcibly as to lift her up on one side and cause her to 
heel, to the temporary alarm of thos!Ywho were below. On 
shore, the mosquitoes had just commenced their most unwel
come summer ,-isit, and were in swarms. Tbe thermometer 
was 420 at midnigh t. 
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July 16; this day? was fine, with a strong northe.rly breeze; 
am! OlH sportsmen were very successful in shootmg se"eral 
birds. It still blew hard on the following with some heavy 
rain. The outer part of the eanal was now open. July 18; 
Sunday's muster, after service, found the men much improved 
in consequence of the change of diet. The ice ro~nd the ship 
was now broken in pieces and the snow had entirely left the 
hill~ ; but no clear water was seen at sea. 

July 19; ealm and clear weather brought the mosquitoe!! 
even on board the ship, where they were very troubl~some. 
On this and the following day the thermometer was as hIgh as 
420 at midnight. On the twenty-first, the ice was so broken 
up about the ship that we could have hauled her out to the 
end of the canal. The several chief sails had now been bent; 
and most of the painting, caulking and other repairs and al
terations, wen~ nearly fillisbed. 

July 22; the weather was really hot, as well as calm, the 
thermometer ri~ing to 70°. The swarms of mosquitoes were as 
great and as troublesome as in the West Indies. There seemed 
to be different species ; and a large kind wasthe most venomous. 
The same calm and warm weather continued on the two fol
lowing- days, bringing us to the end of the week; but with as 
little variety of occurrence as during the preceding. We had 
work, indeed to employ us, but it was nevertheless dull. We 
were prisoners now equally, by land and water; for the form
er was unfit for travelling, in its present condition, and as to 
clear water at sea, there was as yet. none. Even our sportin~ 
was impracticable, except at midnight; such was the annoyance 
of the mosquitoeso 

July 25; a south wind drove some of the ice to the north
ward, but still we saw no clear seafrom the top of the hig-hest 
IliIl; the whole visible s1:uface was a compact mass of ice. 
Beinl!; Sunday, no work was done. July 26; but on Monday, 
the Krusenstern was cleared out, and launched off the ice 
to the beach, tbat she might be repaired and caulkt'd; and 
as the ice was now in motion around us it hecame necessary 
to moor to the rocks, on each side. This was a ·day of hard 
rain, for the most part. 

July 27; the raiu continued, with a fresh breeze and a lower 
temperature, by which we got rid of the mosquitoes for a time. 
The Krusenstern's and other work went on, on this and the 
following day, part of which was expended in reshipping such 
parts orthe engine as might be convertible to the general uses 
of the ship. Among- these was the main shaft: the cylinders 
were to be cut up for the purpose of examining their materials. 
But as the boilers and their frames could be of no use, and 
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were not worth the transport, in any state, they were left on 
shore; with thc satisfactory reflection, at least, thai they would 
prove a valuable iron mine for our friends the Esquimaux. 

July 29; some trout had been observed in the lake yester
day; but heing late in going with the boat and the net, we had 
only one haul, and took but four. This day we set out again 
and had the luck to take above a hundred; averaging a pound 
each. It was the best sport that we had haMor some time, while 
it also furnislled two days' full allowance to the crew. On, 
the next, there were only seven taken. Some rain ft;ll in the 
evening, and also on the following morning. This day, more 
than a hundred trout were taken by the net and the rod; 
amounting to upwards of seventy pounds. The various works 
had been going on as usnal; and Saturday night bronght them 
to a elose for the week, hringing with it also the end of the 
month of July. 

Although it had been a warmer and a better one than June 
it had not compensated 'for the lateness of the season in the 
two preceding ones. The first of Aug'ust was arrived, and we 
had not yet seen any clear sea, nor had any of the ice on it 
appeared to move. Still it was probable that the first south
erly gale would preak it up, could that last but forty eig'ht 
IlOurs; so that we might still ·feed on hope. 

The month had been uniform, and therefore comparatively 
dull to us; but we had not at least been wearied for want 
of occupation. The ship had been completely refited; amI the 
new painting, while useful, had also improved her appearance. 
She was so little leaky now, as not to make more than five 
()r six inches of water in the twenty-four hours. Lee boards 
had been applied to her, and we trusted that_these would im
prove her sailing: of the disposal of the several parts of the 
rejected engine. I have just spoken. 

The health of the men had so far improved, on their amend
ed diet that even the suspicious ones were now quite well. 
This great supply of fish was a matter of congratulation, and 
somewhat balanced our other disappointments. They who, 
in reading this journal may read of meat and eating, must 
add something to the common ideas usually associated in their 
minds with this subject. At home, a good or a bad dinner is 
but a matter of content or the reverse; and the fint salmon 
of the season no more than a luxury. The bad dinner of 
yesterday will also be compensated by a better one to-morrow; 
and he who caunot get salmon will easily find an equivalenL 
But to us, good diet or bad, salt provisions or fresh, suffic('d 
to turn the scale between activity and weakness, health and 
sickness, and-as well might happen, as used to happen hut too 
often in former days, between life and death. And the first 
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. salmon of the RUmmel' were a medicine which all the drugs in 
the ship could not replace; while, they had done no more 
than diminish the wearisomeness which men feel from being 
confined to the eternal sameness of a ship's provisions they 
would have had a value to us, greater thim all the salmon of the 
'fhames to those who can provide themselves with Btich 
dainties. 

Our communications with Hie natives had continued to C011-

firm our goou opinion of them: whjle, if we had attained to 
rnore knowledge of their peculiarities, and had witnessed many 
things repugnant to our habits and feeling~, I must reserve these 
for future remarks. 

Having frequently spokcn ofthe Krusenstern, I have now to 
observe, that when the ice had overflowed it had sunk her, 
earrying her with it to the bottom. On the thaw she was at 
last relieved and brought on shore; but she liad sustained 
more damage from the pressure than we had suspected. 
Many of her timbers were broken; bu't these and all other de
fects had been at last repaired, and she was now in a better 
condition for towing than she had originally been. The other 
boats had also been put in order. 

The collection of natural history llad been increased, and 
the sporting had on the. whole been successful. In addition 
to our liviug foxes, we had tamed a bare so as to stay in the 
cabin with us. 

Not many observations had been made this month as all 
travelling by land was impracticable. It was time, too, for 
taking' down and embarking our observatory; while we had 
now but eight weeks before us of that short summer which, un
rler our purposes, was in reality the only one; after which we 
should again be compelled to settle ourselves for another win
ter of ten months. 

Respecting the temperature, it remains to add, that the high
est was 70 plus, and the lowest 32 plus, the mean for July having 
been 440 57' plus . 

.August 1; after church, we found that a strong northerly 
breeze had at length put the ice in motion to the eastward; 
and it now assumed the appearance of hummocks interspersed 
with pools of water. The party on shore afterwards reported 
that it had broken up in the north bay. 

The therm?meter was 39° at ~idnight: On the next nothing 
seemed wantmg but a south WInd to dIsperse the broken ice: 
tbe effect of the northerly ones was to pack it together loose 
as it was. About seventy trout were taken in the net : ~nd on 
the following day, the fishery was nearly as successful. The 
weather continued very fine. 

August 4; it was still fine weather, but the fishery faiJed ; 
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excepting tllat we took the largest trout that we had yet seen; 
weighing three pounds and a half. The evening of the Jifth, 
produced a smart shower of rain: but thing-s settled back 
to the same state on the following day, when a :stilliarger trout 
weighing nearly five pounds, was taken, with about twenty 
others of the ordinary size. Thc Krusenstern was launched 
and brought alongside. 

August 7;- at five in the afternoon, a breeze sprang up and 
blew fresh from the south-wcstward for ten hours. This, setting 
the ice in motion, carried away one of our hawsers, and the 
ship was forced against the rocks near her; but as soon got 
off again without any damage. This was a sort of return of 
our labours oftlle preceding autumn. but of a very different na
ture, as we now hoped; since it was theprobable commencement 
of our liberation, as the other was of our impri-sonment. This 
moving ice, however, soon stopped near the shore; further 
out, it continued in motion to the northward till two in the 
afternoon, when the tide carried it back, having now, at this 
spring, a rise of five feet and a half. 
_ August 8; it was a foggy and rainy day, and variable winds. 
The men in their walk after church, reported that there was 
much clear water in the large bay, but that there was a ridge 
between Fury and Hecla islands, and the point. The weather 
differed little on the following day, and on the tenth the rain 
was much heavier. It servetl to prevent all fishing, nor had 
our success been very great on the preceding ODes. The wind 
was to the north-westward, and became very strong, so as to 
pack the ice as close as possible. Many seals were seen, and 
some water taken on board. 

August 11; the weather improved: some fish weretaken; and a 
southerly wind caused the ice to move. By the next day, 
under the same breeze, much more cleared away, so that an 
extent of two miles of clear water was seen to the nortlnvard. 
A good deal was, llOwever, afterwards brought back 
by the wind shifting t(} the north; nor indeed would the tide 
have admitted of making an' attempt to get out, For many _ 
days now, the midnight temperature had heen about 38°. 

August 13; the observatory was taken on board: the day 
being calm, and no change in the ice. Nor was there any on 
the fourteenth. The fishermen were now supplying us with 
enough for our daily consumption. It was n memorable day 
inasmuch as it was the anniversary of our first visit to Fury 
Beach. The thermometer fell to 34° at night. There was 
reason, indeed, why the night should be colder, as the sun was 
now situated; but there was less subsidence by much, than 
when it had been far higher, because th~ ground was then all 
covered with snow, and was now clear; thus retaining some 
of the heat which it had acqJ!jred during the day. 
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August 15; the morning ofSimday had a favourable aspec~, 
as a westerly breeze had moved the ine from the coast; but It 
soon changed to the north-east and all became as it had been 
before. The first star that we had yet seen for the summer 
Capella, was visible at midnight. The midnight temperature 
fell to 6°. 

August 16; after a tranquil morning of westerly airs, the 
wind, towards evening, became a strong breeze;from the south. 
west; but as the tide was very low, and the ice ag'round there 
was no motiom with us, though there was some in the offing. 
The following day was calm and mild, and there was no changr 
in the ice. The midnight temperature rose again to 34°. 
Nor was there any thing worth noticing on the eighteenth. 
Our ~uccess in fishing, on all these days, was -very small; and 
we had to regret the loss of one of our tame foxes, after having 
been one of the family for six months. The vacancy ofthe sea 
it is well known, makes even the flight of a gull or thf' rising 
of a porpoise an important event. Whether the vacuum of 
wide-spread ice and snow, when the ship is itself a prisoner, 
instead of being only a prison, be not much worse, they must 
decide who have experienced both: but we shall probably be 
excused for considering the df:'ath of this unlucky fox as 
amon!\ the important occurrences of our present life. 

August 19; a fine day, with a northerly breeze, was but a 
continuation of this now sleepy uniformity: our ship could do 
nothing; and. we, little. The capture of some fish, and the 
occurrence of rain at night, scarcely varied the sameness of 
the following day. The twenty-first closed another week: 
and thus did the third week of August find us where we had 
been since May in prospect, since September in place. The 
rise of the tide, during these past days, had vacillated about 
the standard of six feet; having once been at more than seven 
and being now five. The ice was still close,:to the northward, 
under a fresh breeze. 

It was the same on Sunday; though 1110 afternoon was 
warmer than it bad been for a considerable timf:'. There was 
an open lane of water seen froin the shore, lying along the 
land to the westward of the furthest visible point north. On 
Monday there was no change: but in the night the wind in
creased to a fresh gale from the Ilorthern quarter, and, at day
light next day, the ice was seen in rapid Illotion to the south
ward, and packing into the bottom of the bay. The inner part 
of the harbour was thus cleared, as the coast was, for, about 
two miles to the southward; but afterwards, a pack of the ice 
streamed in, and filled all except tIJe place where we lay 
that being defended by the gTounding of sOJUe h eavy masse~ 
outside. 
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August 25; the wind continuing to blow fresh from the 
north-eastward, the ice continued to accumulate so on us, that 
a very small space was left clear. It was more moderate in 
the morning, with rain; but there was otherwise no change. 
Both the subsequent days were equally free of any events 
worth noticing, beyond some indifferent success in fishing and 
shooting, including the taking of a seal. Another week was 
gone; and the night thermometer had little changed, varying 
between 360 and 38. 

Sunday promised something new; the wind becoming a gale 
from the north-westward. Thus the ice began to move with 
considerable rapidity, and the harbour was once more cleared. 
We tried to console ourselves by recollecting, that on the same 
day last year, the "ground was covered with snow, and the 
temperature ten degrees lower. 

August 30; the ice continued moving to the southward till 
four o'clock, when it stopped, and remained stationary the 
whol(day. On the following, there was no change in the 
weather till evening, when it rained from the westward, with 
a fresh breeze. We made ready for hauling the ship out into 
a pool to the northward of us, that we might be more in the 
way of extricating ourselves when the ice should fairly open. 
And with this was summed up the month of August. 

The end of that month also left us eleven months fixed to 
one spot. Whatever value voyages of discovery may have 
in these countries, they are certainly purchased at a high price 
in time, though there were nothing else. We might have cir
cumnavigated the globe in the same period: and I imagine no 
one was very sanguine about future north-west passages, even 
should we contrive to make one ourselves. 

That this was a month of daily and hourly anxiety, of hopes 
and fears, promise, and non-performance, I need not say; while 
no record offeelings could give a picture of them. There were 
but four weeks of this never assured summer to come; and 
really, the hppes of its speedy arrival was by no means great. 
On many past days we had more than hoped, we h.ad almost 
expected, that the next day, or the following, or some other 
not far distant,· would release us; and they who reflected most, 
were perhaps the least easy under this constantly recurring dis
appointment. It was my b'usiness, at any rate, to keep up the 
hopes of the men, and, where that might be difficult, 10 find 
them occupations to prevent them from thinking too much of 
the future. In this, the permission 10 shoot and fish gave 
much aid; while the variety of diet this procured them was 
also advantageous. Of their health, indeed, there was no rea
son to complain. 

The commencing temperature of this month was promising 
T 
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but tbe nortberly winds of tbe latter portion were extremely 
adverse, siuce it was the effect of these to pack the ice upon us 
as fast as it broke up. One conclusion seemed obvious, 11amely, that 
the winter in that quarter had been particularly severe ; though 
we had once thought otherwise, when observing how often 
the temperature rose when the wind blew from this point of 
the compass. This was an unfavourable view of things : but 
there was no remedy. I need only add, that the highest and 
lowest degrees at which the thermometer stood were 580 and 330 

plus, and that the mean of the month was 400 870 plus. 
Every thing about the ship, boats and all, had been entirely 

refitted and made ready for sea; and she had never been so 
trim, neat, ciean and comfortable. We had obtained abundant 
100m by the dismissal of the engine; and that was no small gain 
to compensate a loss, if that machinery can be esteemed a loss, 
whence we had derived so little advantage and undergone so much 
inconvenience and vexation. It was probable that the Esqui
maux would profit for a long time to come, by the caches of 
Messrs. Braithwaite and Erickson. 

Having concluded for the present, a long train of observa
tions, it was very satisfactory to find how well the chronometers 
had performed. No. 571. of Parkinson and Frodsham bad 
c?utinued its rate of plus 1.1 seconds per day without varia
tIOn. 

The season had been very favourable to vegetation, and the 
collection of plants contained, as was believed, many new ones. 
After so long a time of confinement to a narrow and unvarying 
society, it was highly pleasing to find that the general harmoDj: 
was unaltered. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII.. 

WARPING OUT, UNLOADlNG, AND FINAL ESCAPE FROM OUR HARBOUR
INEFFECTUAL MOVEMENTS AMONGl'HE ICE-BECOME FIXED INTHE AT
TEMPT TO FIND A NEW HARBOUR FOIl THE WINTER-SUMMARY 01' 
SEPTEMBER. 

1830. Sept 1; this month set in with great severity; the 
thermometer was at the freezing point, sinking finally to 29°, 
and there was a violent storm of snow, which covered the hills 
for the first time this season; while it was also the severest 
gale we had experienced during the whole summer. It varied 
between the west and the north; and though it continued to 
pack the loose ice, this could not move far, being stopped by 
the fixed mass at the bottom of the bay. Our own passage to 
the main was filled by two large icebergs. 

Sept. 2; tbe same gale blew, and was very heavy about two 
o'clock, when there was an eclipse of the moon, invisible to us. 
The ice was driving to the southward with great rapidity, and 
packing itself in immense masses. In the evening the wind 
diminished, and the snow which had fallen on the hills disap
peared. 

Sept. 3; it did not blow so strong, and the ice was at a stand, 
but it froze hard at midnight, with the thermometer at 29°. 
The weather being fine next day, and expecting a high tide at 
two in the morning, we attempted to cross the bar between the 
island and main; but before we could warp out it fell so much 
that we remained aground in only fourteen inches of water. By 
this accident, however, we profited so as to examine the ship's 
bottom, and thus also repaired several small damages which 
she had received from the ice. Having also shored her up, we 
proceeded to lighten her by discharging four tons of water, and 
ten tons of other articles in the boats, that we might, if possi
ble,float heroll' at thenext tide; laying out hawsers to warp her 
off when this should take place. There were showers of 
snow in the day and the night was equally cold. We had the 
misfortune oflosing our best dog, which died. 

Sept.5; we were obliged to work to-day. At two o'clock in the 
morning we attempted to heave the Rhip over the bar, but in 
vain. The wind had shifted to the southward, and the tide 
did not rise so high as before. It became necessary, therefore 
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to unload the vessel, as the tides ,'vere now dimishing, while 
we could not run the risk of being neaped in this manner. 
A bridg-e was, in consequence, laid to the rocks, which were 
!Jut cight yards from us, and we carried over it all our remain
ing stores and provisions, together with that iron work of the 
engine which remained on board. In the evening, the wind 
came to the eastward with some snow. giving us hopes of a" 
better tide the next day. Three treenail holes were discovered 
in the ship's bottom, in the search after a leak which had 
plagued us, and were accordingly secured. 

Sept. 6; a sbift of wind up towards tbe north produced such 
a tide as enabled us to heave off the bar very early in the morn
ing. Yet the ice had so grounded, that we could not advance 
far enough to avoid grounding ourselves when the tide should 
fall, and did not thence dare to bring, on board much of what 
had been landed. During tbe day every thing was covered 
with snow, which partially dissolved under the evening haze; 
and at night it was clear and frosty. 

Sept. 7; it blew a gale from the northward at night, but the 
ice did not move. Towards morning we contrived to heave out 
so as to get a foot more of water, which enabled us to proceed 
with the reloading of the ship; and, after this, by aid of the 
ice at our bows, we gained another foot, thus advancing about 
ten feet in distance. This was a depth sufficient to allow us to 
Tt'load entirely; but that caused us enough work for two days. 
The thermometer was 5 higher, and there was some snow. 

Sept. 8; The changes in the wind and weather were trifling,' 
and we proceeded with the reloading of our discharged stores; 
also cutting some ice at our bows, that we might have no 
obstruction to our next attempt. The following day was with
out 'change or interest, except that more ice was cut, and the 
ship hove a few feet ahead. Every thing, however, was got on 
board and stowed. The next day did not advance us even a 
foot. The lakes on shore had not yet frozen, though there was 
ice on the pools. -

Sept. 11; the wind came to the southward, but was not suffi
eient to move the heavy ice. The pool between the island"and 
the main was covered with thin bay ice, having a very p-rog
nosticating evil aspect; and the temperature fell with the set· 
ting sun to 21. We still went on cutting the ice, and the ship 
was hove a little further ahead. The cold weather seemed 
really coming on, as the thermometer by midnight was 18; and 
the shooting of ducks was now rather a vexation than other
wise, since we could see that they were returning to the south
ward. 

Sept. 12; the changes of temperatureto-day were "ery unex
pected the thermometer raging,from 16oto 41 between four in the 
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morning and noon. Tl;e men who went on shore after church, 
found the water, nevertheless covered completely with bay ice. 

Sept. 13; there was some damp snow on Monday, and though 
the wind was southerly, it was light, and had no effect on the 
ice at sea. In the night tide, the ship was hove about ten feet 
ahead, and that which we had to cut throngh was not frozen 
to the union of the separate fragments. The next day was 
fine; but this was not favourable weather for us who were in 
want of a gale and that gale, too, to be of our own choosing. The 
midday heat was t,be same. Tbe sigbt of a hare that had been 
shot was by no means gratifying for it had now acquired its 
winter dress. 

The wind having freshened in the night from the southward, 
the ice began to move north, about the time of high water, and 
after daylight, it was very loose, and full of lanes and pools. 
The night tide allowed us to heave some space ahead, and, 
the day one brought us into five fathoms water, though not two 
ship's length from our position of yesterday. What rem&ined 
on shore, of iron-work, anchors, and other things, were now 
therefore got on board; but that furnisbed us occupation for 
the Whole day. We were consequently ready to start by even
ing; but the breeze died away, with the ice still difting up and 
down with the tide in the calm. 

Sept. 16; that wind was of little service to-day, being light 
and unsteady, between the south and west; but as the ice near 
us was becomil)g slack, the ship was hove out two cables' length. 
to take advantage of any opening that might occur. Some lanes 
of water appeared in the evening, along the shore to the north
ward. The thermometer was 400 in the day, and 29° at mid
night. It fell to 25° before the following morning, and there 
was an aurora borealis. At daylight we could see that the ice 
had drifted off the land, but there was still a complete ridge 
between the ship and a lane of water which led to a point 
three miles- to the northward. About two in the alternoon, 
however, it seemed to be br(;laking up; when we immediately 
cast off, warped through the bay ice second us, and, in half an 
hour, our ship was at length, 011ec more in clear wa'ter, and un
der sail. 

Under sail-we scarcely knew how we felt, or whether we 
quite believed it. He must be, a seaman, to feel that the ves
sel which bounds beneath him, which listens to and obeys the 
smallest movement of his hand, which. seems to move but 
under .his wiIl, is a thing of life, a mind conforming tohiswishes; 
not an inert body, the sport ufwinds and waves. But what sea
man couln feel this as we did, when this creature, which, used 
to carry us buoyantly over the ocean, had been during an entire 
year immoveable as the ice and the rocks around it he-lpless 
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disobedient, dead. It seemed to have revived again to a new 
life; it onee more obeyed us, did whatever we desired; and in 
addition to all, we too were free. It was the first burst of en
joyment on the recovery of our liberty; but we were not lon.g 
in finding, as other pursuers of other liberty ha.vc found, that It 
was a freedom which was to bring us no happmess. 

Thus freed at last, we advanced about three miles; hut tIlen 
finding a Tidge of iee, we were obliged to make fast near.the 
point which was at that distance to the north of us: ~nd, III a 
sufficiently commodious harbour between two large Icebergs 
we passed the night. We shot some grouse on sllOre, to pass 
the time, and saw many seals. The thermometer at midnight 
was 30°. 

Sept. 18; in the mean time, the wind came round, unfortu
nately, to the southward, and, by morning, our passage was 
blocked up; so that we were compelled to remain. In the 
offing, it was sweeping up and down before the tide; and in 
the evening, as the wind became northerly, it went away rapid
lyonce more to the southward. There was muell snow to
day, and the land was entirely covered. Four hares that were 
shot did not much comfort us under this detention, however 
they might vary our dinners. 

Sept. 19; a gale had come on suddenly last night, and conti
nuing till high water, this forenoon, as it served to Taise that 
tide considerably, our bergs floated, but did not clJange their 
position so much as to destroy our harbour: wllile the ani-' 
val of a large floe pr-otected us from a pressure that was now 
threatening to be considerable. Every space was indeed filled 
by the ice; but as the wind ceased, it did not fix, being kept 
in alternate motion by the tides. In the evening- it ",as a little 
more slack; and there was nothing in this day to make us neg
lect the duties of Sunday. The thermometer was 250 at 
midnight. 

Sept. 20; the ice opened so slightly under a westerly breeze, 
that it rendered us no service; and, as we were frozen round 
by new ice, we were obliged to cut around the ship. Our de
tention was more perfectly assured the next day, by a south
easterly one in the morning, bringing the ice in upon us. 
After many changes, it at la&t settled in the north-north-west 
and bl ew a heavy gale. The ice being thus setin rapid motion, 
came in contact with the bergs which protected us, and forced 
them and us together, onwards, till our stern was within twenty 
,'ards of the rocks. The Krusenstern was at the same time 
forced out of the water. It was fortunate ,that the icebergs 
which covered us were not carried away, else we should have 
gone with them into the moving pack, or been driven on the 
rocks; each of them but hazardous positions, if not worse. 
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~he temperature fell to 48° and there was snow with this 
gale. 

It continued on the next morning, yet the ice in the bay 
seemed partially cleared. But, after this, coming to blow even 
.harder, we were worse blocked up than before, though there 
was still a lane of water in the bay. It was however the only 
dear water visible: all else was a solid surface of ice. At 
night the wind was much more moderate. On the following 
day th~re was no change. We were completely frozen in; 
and were obliged to cut round. the ship, that she migh.t right 
herself, having been heeled ·over by the ice. The,re was a 
i1eavy fall of snow all day, and it continued on the twenty-fifth. 
Th'e week was expended,; and we were idle and immoveable. 
The thermometer, from having been at 24° for the past days 
ireached to 30C

• 

Sept. 26; there was nothing to interfere with the services 
a.nd repose of Sunday ; and no change. Th~ temperature, how
ever, seemed gradually falling; it had been but 7c in the night, 
and was no more than 14C all Monday. A lane ofwater\vas 
seen near the islands that were next to us. It became wider 
0n the followring day; so that, h;ad we not been imprisoned we 
mi~bt halVe made some progress to the northward. 

Sept. ;Z9; the thermometer fell to 5°, and the clear water of 
yesterday was cove,red with bay ice. The surrounding hum
mocks were a..Jsooomented togetherin such amanner, that nothing 
but a sterm could separate them. Our hopes of a liberation 
were therefore fast passing away; and our work was now to cut 
through the ice, so as to attain a harbour tbat was likely to 
prove our home for the better part of another year. It was 
found to' be a foot thick; and as there were also many heavy 
pieces in the way, our progress was necessarily very slow, and 
the labour hard. There was not wind enough to prevent the 
formation of bay ice. 

e Sept. 30; under the continuance of the same lowtemperaturt", 
tile whole sea was now covered with ice. There was no longer, 
therefore, occasion either to hope or fear; and there was an end 
to all anxiety at least. The agitation under which we had so long 
laboured had subsided into the repose of absolute certainty. 
Our winter prison was 'before us; and all that we had now to 
00 was to reach it, set up our amphibious house, and, with one 
foot on sea and one on shore," take patience to ourselves." 

'rhough we had done much, we still, however, found it very 
Jml'd work to cut through the remainder of tbis ice, which, 
though but newly formed, was already sixteen inches thick in
dependently of the broken pieces from the former ",inter that 
were mixed with it. Thence, what we had cut off was to be 
Jifted to the surface, as it could not be sunk under the field; 
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and, in consequence, we only made eighteen feet way in this 
and the preceding day; a slow navigation, though fortunately, 
our harbour was not very far off. It seemed almost a fate~ period 
for us, as it was the very anniversary of the day wlnch had 
fixed us not three miles from the spot which we were now 
seeking to occupy; while we were perhaps again captives-and 
who could conjecture ?---for another year. It was the end of 
September; but the summary of September, 1830, is one of the 
least agreeable that I have to record. 

It was now winter, without dispute. Theoretically, it ought 
to have been such; and that it was practically so, we had long 
been sure whatever efforts might have been made to flatter the 
men, or ourselves, that it was otherwise. It had been a busy 
and a laborious month; but it was busy idleness, as far as any 
:result had folluwed, and all the labour had produced no return. 
It was, in every sense, a wasted month, and it had been an 
amply provoking one; there was not one in all the preceding 
year in which we had not done something useful, or at least 
made preparations for it; thus finding occupation that satisfied 
us; while there was not one which had not held out, what was 
even better, hopes, and those most lively when the chance of 
release was most distant. We had now to hope again for near
ly another year; to count montbs, weeks, even days, yet with 
less confidence tban we had done during the last winter. 

He who can hope a second time as he did the first, is of a 
more fortunate constitution than some of our people seemed to 
be. The despondent could not conceal their feelings; though, 
ofthegreaternumber, I am bound to say that their contentedness, 
or rather resignation, exceeded what I, had anticipated. It 
was my business to show them the brighter side of tbis picture, 
by recapitulating our success in discovery, the excellent condi
tion of our ship, the comfortable home which we had now 
learned to make of it, our ample stock of provisions. our good 
health and peace, and the better harbour which we should now 
secure, as it was one also whence it would prove much more 
easy to extricate ourselves hereaftel'. But the bright side oflife 
is not easilyseenthrough the dark one; and I had, therefore to 
trust to time and habit, and to hope that between our own're
courses and the communications of tbe natives, supplied, as 
we expected to be by them, with fresh provisions, and before 
long, with the power of renewing our expeditions by land 
time would pass on, and the present evils become lighter. ' 

In reviewing tbe weather and the temperature during this 
month, it is seen that it was more severe than that of the pre
ceding September; and thus being an earlier winter, it also 
promised to be a worse one. The highest and the lowest in 
the present were 43C and 5C plus, and the, mean 27c, 42C plus; 
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in the former, the two first llad been 50" and 8e plus, and the 
last 32 plus. In the September of 1829, there were severa! 
gales from the west and south, which cleared the coast· in such 
a manner that it could often be navigated; but in the present 
one, there had not been a single breeze from those quarters 
capable of making any impression on thc icc. On the contrary, 
there had been several gales from the northward; so that 
as fast as that which was in the southern part of this sea dis
solved, the space was filled by the arrival of heavier masses 
from the north. It was as if the northern ocean were send
ing all its stores into this quarter; and we knew that it was 
now the unquestionable parent of an inexhaustable supply; 
wbile, as if the blockade was not already sufficiently complete, 
every little shift of wind from the north to the eastward, filled 
up the little bays which might have afforded us a retreat. 
Bad, too, as this was in itself, it was rendered much more 
effectually so by the state of the tides, which did not allow 
these masses to float again, when once aground; so that they 
could not be removed, even though we had cut them, while, 
when once taking the shore, they became as much a part of it 
dnring the ensuing season, as the rocks themselves. 

I need not, in this summary, go back to any general record 
of the ship's proceedings or our own; they offer less interest 
than usual, ~nd we had not been in a situation to make any 
observations of moment. Our sporting calendar presents· little 
more than some fruitle~s firing at seals, and the ineffectual pur
suit of a white bear. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

LABOUR IN CUTTIl'G THROUGH THE ICE-BECOME FIXED FOR THE WIN
TEIl---SUMMAl\Y OF THE MONTH. 

1830. October 1, commenced with clear weather, and 
in the course of the day, a strong breeze from the westward 
broke up so much of the bay ice to the north-east as to display 
a little clear water. It made no impression, however. on the 
rough ice which was attached to the land; and one of the bergs 
near us having split under our quarter, we received a "iolent 
concllssion. The labour of cutting uur way was renewed, and 
with rather better Success. The thermometer was 120 at night. 
On Saturday there was little change, except that our labour was 
harder; and in this position we ended another week. 

Oct. 3; we were obJig'ed to p~rsevere in the same tedious toil ; 
and the whole gain was but sixteen feet, which, howev'er, re
leased llS from the pressure of the icebergs. This had been 
very inconvenient, if not more; since they rose above her gun
wale, and also lifted her up in such a manner as to suspend 
her three or four feet higher tban the water which she drew. 
The Monday morning came with a gale, which broke off some 
pieces of ice, but rendered us no service. Our labours only 
gaint'd us an additional advance of other sixteen feet. The 
thermometer adhered to 200

, and there was drift snow at 
times. 

Oct. 5; it became moderate, and more favourable to our 
operations; in consequence of which we advanced eighteen 
feet. There was snow in the day, and a gale from the north 
in the evening, the night thermometer falling to 13°. At day
light au the sixth, the weather was fine, and the breezes had 
broken up the new bay ice to the northward, so as again to 
show some clear water. The ship was cut in as far as twenty 
feet more; being thus much nearer to our intended position 
for the winter. Being calm and clear at night, the temperature 
fell to 100

• 

Oct. 7; we advanced fifty feet this day, but had only six feet 
water at the ehb; though we were now at length clear of the 
heavy ice:Y Towards the following morning, the thermometer 
fell to 50; and, at daylight, there was not an atom of water to 
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be seen in any direction. All was ice; and it is remarkable 
that this day was the anniversary of the same event in the pre
ceding year. We however gained fifty feet more; and, on the 
following day, forty; but beillg now bJlt in threl' feet water, we 
were obliged. to shore the vessel up. The thermometer had 
been always low, and,on this night, was only 20 

; but the wea
ther,was calm and clear. 

Oct. 10; it was now apparent that we should soon be obliged 
to adopt the negative scale of the thermometer as well as the 
positive. It stood at zero this morning; and it had not reach
ed that point last year, till the 19th of the same month. We 
were thus obliged, again to labour on Sunday; since another 
forty eight hours of such frost would render it extremely diffi
cult to cut the ship in; as the ice around her was, even now 
thrl"e, and four feet thick. Nor had we made more than the 
half of our needful voyage; while it was absolutely necessary 
for her safety, that she should be removed to. a place where 
she could float, which was not less than a hUl!dred yards off. 
We gained but thirty feet by all our excrtions. 

Oct. 11 ; the weather did not change, and we advanced forty 
five feet. On the next morning a fog' covered the rigging with 
ice, and we gained as much more. The thirtl"enth was a beau
tiful clear and calm day; and I found, whcn on 'shore, the 
sun melted the snow upon the rocks, though the noon tem
perature was as low as 80

, falling to 10 at midnight. Other 
forty-five feet were gained by cutting. 

Oct. 14; in the course of this forenoon there was a gale from 
the west with snow, raising the thermometer to 120

, and at Jast 
to ,220

, at midnight. More of the canal was cut, but the wind 
prevented us from heaving the Sllip into it. This gale increa
scd in force till the mornillg of the fifteenth, when it fell calm; 
and we could see that the new. ice in the offing had been once 
more broken up, so as to show some clear water. The ship 
was advanced fifty feet this day, and forty five on the following; 
but she did not yet float at low water. The weather was vari
able, and the thermometer did not materially alter. 

Oct. 17; a week, a second week, had done little for, us, 
and we were obliged to make Sunday once more a day of work, 
thus advancing forty feet. A gale, which had arisen the night 
before, continued till noon. We gaine,d twenty more on Mon
day, andsawthat the clear water to the northward had enlarg
ed. The following day our progress was thirty; while the ice 
was so heavy, that we were ol.Jlip;ed to heave the pieces up by 
tbe capstan. From the shore I could see that the ice was 
forming again.in the water, which the gale had cleared during 
the preceding days. 

Oct. 20; the temperature fell from 120 to 40
• We gained 
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thirty feet in advance, bnt found the ice rapidly increasing 
in thickness. On the twenty-first our progress was forty feet, 
and we llad entirely lost sight of the clear water. A strong 
gale, with snow, impeded this work on the following morning; 
I;mt in the evening, we gained fourteen feet which enabled us 
very nearly to float at low water. On the next day we gained 
as many more. During these four days the weather had vari
ed much, and the temperature changed with it; but it was 
generally higher than it had lately been, and was this night at 
1°. 

Oct. 24; it was necessary again to occupy Sunday, as before: 
and tbe work was harder than usual, since the ice was about 
sixteen feet thick. Itwastooheavy, therefore,to lift, e'en when 
it was cut, nor could we sink it: so that we were obliged to 
cut a space for the fragments in the thinner surrounding field, 
that we might lodge them on it, and thus make room to pass 
by. What was done, was not, however, finished in time to el1-
able us to hea:e the ship any further in advance. 

Oct. 25; this was a fine clear day, but the thrrmometer fell 
just below zero. Our apparently endless work was resumed; 
and on the following day the heavy piece in our way was 
removed, and the place for its reception was cut, so as to allow 
us to advance forty feet. On the next we gained fifty, and 
were at length afloat at low water. We had seen a good many 
hares, faxes, and birds, for some days past, during our walks 
on the shore, but had shot little or nothing. 

Oct. 28; the weather seemed to have seriously changed this 
day; the temperature, from zero, in the morning, went down 
to minus 10° at night. The snow on shore was knee <1eep, 
and made walking very laborious. We gained but thirteen 
feet; the ice being very thick, and freezing again as fast as it 
was cut. On the next we advanced fourteen more, so as to 
have eleven feet at low wdter. There was some at night, and 
the temperature rose to 6° plus. . 

Oct. 30; we now cut six feet further; it was not much, and 
there were two hundred yards remaining before we could ob
tain deeper water or a better position, being work for a hun
derd more days, at the same rate. But the ice was daily be
coming so much thicker, that we could not hope to make any 
impression on it during that time, at all proportionable to what 
we had already effected; and as our place was at least not 
very unsafe, hemmed in as we were all round by ice, we con
cluded on putting an end to our labours and remaining as we 
were. Oct. 31; we could, therefore, at length make Sunday a 
day of prayer and rest, nor was that less acceptable than ne
cessary. 

The summary of October can be little but the abstract of our 
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labours, since the whole month had been employed in making 
a worse than tortoise progress. theentire amount of which, after 
all our toils, ,was. but eight hundred and lifty feet. We had not 
even, with all this reached the place that we had intended; 
we were however, not very far from it, and were compelled to be 
as content as we could. I believethat some of us could not help 
calculating the number of centuries it would require to make a 
single north-west passage, at this rate; as others speculated on, 
the premiums that might be demanded at Lloyd's on such a voy
age; could, indeed, one man have been found to " write it." 

If our place was not very unsafe, it was by no means a de
sirable one. Yet, comparatively, it was a great gain: since, 
had we remained in the shallow water, suspended on icebergs 
the ship would have been almost uninhabitable, from her mo
tions and change of position, and might also have been de
stroyed. If the gradually-increasing thickness ofthe:,ice, add
ed to the necessity of heaving up what could not be sunk in 
the usual manner, and to the often severe weather, rendered 
this an unusually laborious month to the people, the toil seem
ed to call forth the zeal and display the perseverance of every 
man. No one's health was affected; and on the whole, there 
had been a not unexpected advantage in this perpetual occu
pation, since it had diverted their attention from their obvious 
subject of grievance, and trained them to a new detcntion, for 
another winter. 

As we were now to commence a fresh residence, for little 
less than another year, at the best, having already undergone 
one of thirteen months, it became proper to take an account of 
our provisions, and to regulate the expenditure and, the nature 
of the diet for the period on which we were entering. These 
details can have little interest for general readers; but as it is 
in such things that navigators seek for information, they cannot 
well be omitted. 

While, for the convenience of the latter, and not to occupy 
the time of the former, they are here stated in the brieiest 
manner. 

Finding, that we should have provisions at the allow
ance just sufficient to support nature in this climate, 
until the period in 1832, when we must have either reached 
the Fury's store ground where there are'Still some. provisions 
left, or must abandon the ship to save our lives, we determin
ed to make the following arrangement, as suggested by Mr. 
Thorn; which, by giving the men a soup day and a meat day 
alternately, during six months, to commence from the first of 
November, 1830, appeared to vary the diet better than any 
other scheme which we could have adopted. 

1. MondaY-i pound salt beef and !l pound of flour. 
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2. 'ruesday---! pound preserved meat,and t pound ditto with 
barley in soup. , 

, 3. Wednesday---l pound of pork, with pease soup. 
4. Thursday---! pound of preserved meat with t pound of 

preserved meat with barley soup. 
5. Fl'iday---! pound of salt beef, and:! pound of flour. 
6. Saturday---! pound of preserved meat with! pound of 

ditto made into barley broth. 
7. Sunday---l pound of pork with pease soup. 
S. Monday---! pound preserved meats with vegetable soup. 

Thus tbe men'would have soup on six days out of every 
eight---and Oll the otber two, beef and pudding---while a 
constant succession of diet would be obtained. Thus we 
trusted that their health and strength would be kept up, 
so as to enable them to go through the fatigue of travel
ling in the spring. 

The place ofthe ~hip, I must now remark, was in a bay ex
tending to the south, after entering the inlet to the eastward, 
which was termed Sherriff's bay, while the ·point to the east 
was callcd Watch point. 

Though the clear water in th!>' offing did not reach so far 
south as in the preceding year, it was longer open; and not
withstanding the occasional severity of the cold, the mean 
temperature was higher by five degrees than in the correspond
ing month of 1S29; the highest having been 24, and the lowest 
12. It closed also at plus 24°, being 400 higher than on the 
final day of last October. 

On the whole, having but the surgeon to spare for the chase, 
the produce in hares:had heen respectable; hut this tract hav
ing been the residence of the Esquimaux in the preceeding 
year, the animals in general had been frightened away or ex
terminated. The place where we were now-fixed was very 
near to the huts which they had then inhabited. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

TRANSACTIO~8 IN NOVEMBER-SUMMARY OF THAT MONTH-PROCEED

INGS IN DECEMBER; WITH A SUMMARY. 

1830. Nov. 1; this month began at least favourably; the 
t~mperature averaging 21° plus, with winds varying both in 
dlrecti?n and intensity. To commence Our winter preparations, 
the salls were unbent, and the topmasts unrigged and taken 
down. On the following day it blew a hard gale, which 
afterwards moderated, and the thermometer fell to minus 40. 
~he raftering for the ship's roof was commencrd, and was con
tInued on the following day. On the next it blew, with snow, 
so hard, that the men were confined to work below. It was 
from the north; but the winds changed much, and the therillQ
meter also varied between zero and plus 24". . 

Nov. 5:; this day the roof was covered with sails: the valleys 
and ravines on the shore were filled with snow. The condens
ing tanks ·were replaced in their old position. On Saturday 
Nov. 6, our covering was completed, the deck cleared, and 
many matters put to rights. There was snow on both days, 
and the temperature did not fall below 22° plus. Sunday was a 
day of rest; and the regularity of our church service was re
established. 

Nov. 8; it snowed so hard in the forenoon, that the 'men 
could not work outside: but there was plenty of work in the 
hold. On the ninth they were employed in breakillg up the 
snow round the ship, and on the following, in banking it up, 

. as they had done last year. The weather on those two days 
varied much, and the range of the thermometer was from plus 
10° to minus 16°; but on the eleventh, there came on a severe 
snow-storm, whieh lasted sixteen hours; the temperature 
varying between minus 2° and minus 16°. 

No work could have been done outside yesterday, but it 
being fair and moderate to-day, the embarkment went on. It 
was not less fine on the next, but the thermometer fell to minus 
20°, being the lowest we had yet experienced. On the s.arne day 
in last November, it was plus 26°; making the great dIfference 
of 46 degrees. 

Nov. 14; it was a clear and calm Senday, but cold enough 
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as the thermometer fell to minus 29°. A briglJt auro'ra borealis 
was the only noticable event. They had been rare or absent 
for a long time. A fire hole was cut in the ice on Monday, and 
the cmbarkment went on. An overcast sky on the next day 
caused the thermometer to rise five or six degrees, but there 
was otherwise no change, either in the weather or our proceed
ings. 

Nov. 17; things were only varied this day by a little snow, and 
by our men being employed in preparations for the observa
tory, which they were occnpied in constructing during the fol
lowing day and the next, when it became cold enough to de
press the thermometer to minus 30°. On the twentieth the la
bour of observation recommenced, and some transits were no
ted. Nov. 21; if the journal of a week is thus meagre, there is 
nothing new to be remarked respecting SUllday. 

Nov. 22: the chief variety of tbis day was the taking of a 
black fox in the trap; being the first that we had scen this sea
son. It was young and starved; and immediately devoured 
what was offered; we gaveit the place which had been render
it vacant hy the death of a former white one. A pillar for the 
thermometer was erected on the following day. Nov. 24; the 
ordinary works went on as usual; tIle weather gradually be
coming colder,' though clear; and thus several transits were 
obtained. 

Nov. 25; the thermometer was at 39° minus, and'the mercury 
froze for the first time. It has been thought that mercury ex
panded on cooling, like many other metals, and wQuld tbere
fore break the bulb of a thermometer. This does no happen; 
and therefore contracts instead of expanding, like lead, tin, 
and many more. The sun did not rise above the southern hills 
to-day; and was therefore not seen from the ship, though visi
ble from the higher grounds on shore; it was the first warning 
ofa very long night to come. 

Nov. 28; the two last days of this week were without iinter
est or variety. The weather wa$ alternatel.\' gloomy and 'clear, 
now and then threatening snow, and the thermometer rose to 
minus 16. On Sunday it was n°, and the history oftherest of 
that day is as usual. On the preceding, the work of embark
ing, and othel matters, had been going on. 

Nov. 29 ; the morning being mild and fine, I walked to the 
place where the ship had wintered during the last season. 
I found that our old harhourwas much more hampered with 
]leavy ice than it .had then been: as was the case equally, with 
the bay. I certamly thonght our present one preferable inde
pendently of the fact of its heing so much further to the north 
which was our intef.lded direction. It, indeed, seems trifling 
to talk of two of three miles as a great space gained; but when 
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it is recollected that we were a month navigating scarcely 
three hundred yards, and that the lucky chance of being 
present when and where the ice opens, be thaJ but for an hour 
or two, may turn the balance between a free escape and a win
ter's imprisonment in this "thick ribbed ice," even two miles 
were a subject of congratulation. 

I now thought it advisable to set up some direction posts 
for the natives, as it was probable they would come here before 
long to seek for the ship. These marks simply pointed to her 
present place, and that was sufficient. We might even have 
concluded that they would seek for us till they found us, since 
their interests in the matter was greater than ours, as far as 
opinions went, at least; though ours was not small, when we 
expected to obtain fresh provisions, of some kind, from them. 
I saw neither animal nor trace of one, in this walk. 

Yesterday and this day the men lodged the powder in a mag
azine which they had constructed on shore. It was a fine day 
and we went to the mountains to look for the sun, but a fog
bank obscured the meridian horizon. A flag-staff was erected 
on the hili, to aid the natives in finding the ship. The tem
perature was from 11' to 180 minus. It was the end of another 
month, but its summary is net such as to present any variety 
{)l' in terest. 

In point of temperature, it had promised favourably as far 
as the tenth; but, after that, the weather became very severe 
though recovering a little towards the end. The mean was 4i 
less than in the last corresponding month. The mercury froze 
also on the twenty-fifth; and though some bad mercury had 
frozen with us on the seventeenth of December, when the 
temperature was but 37 minus, it was not till the fourteenth, of 
.January that it reached 39, so as to freeze that which was pure. 
The period of the real freezing of mercury, between the two sea
sons differed therefore by nearly two months. 

We had no occasion to alter our opinion of our harbour, as 
to good or evil. Our vessel was out of the stream of the drift 
ice, whenever it should move, and that was a most important 
consideration. 

The whole month had been occupied in housing the ship, 
building the embankments, and levelling the hummocks of ice 
near us ; and having now had more practice, we had done our 
work better than in the preceding year. The lower deck had 
been rendered lighter and more comfortable by a coat of white 
paint. 

The observatory had been erected on a rock as near to the 
ship as possible, and its construction had been much improved, 
by snow walls and a snow passage with double doors. The 

u 
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transit instrument had given a few observations. OUT sportfng' 
h'ad proved as little successful as possible,' being limited to the" 
entrapped fox. 

The regularity of the school had been greviousliinterrupted 
by our labours; hut the most backward were kept to their les
sons; and I had reason to believe that the perfect health of 
the men was not a little owing to the incessant exercise which 
kept both the mind and body fully occupied. . 

Dcc. I; it was a mild commencement of December to the 
feelin!?;s; but the thermometer ranged between minus 12° and 
22 The ice on the lake was two feet and a half thick. We 
pursued in vain two willow partridges; but the time for sporting 
was now very much contracted, even had there been game, since 
it became dark at two o'clock. But lbis was the smallest evil 
arising from these short days, which so utterly impede travel
ling in the depth of winter; though the state of things is little 
better in summer, when the meltiI1g of the snow and tbe state 
of the ice render it equally impracticahle for the far greater 
part of that season. The whole of life is here curtailed: sea 
and land, summer and winter, it is diJficult to say whichisw orst; 
and I believe a sound philosopher would come to the conclu
sion that it is the Esquimaux alone who here know the true 
secret of happiness and the rational art of living; while as he i.~ 
not likely to grant this great and long sought discovery to their 
reasoning powers, he will be obliged to admit that nature is 
not always the stepmotht'r which she bas bf'en termed. And 
if to eat and to sleep, to sleep and to eat again, be 
a mode of happiness which has he en disputed in other 
lands, however it be practically followed, noone will contest its 
value here, or will doubt that it is truly the sum and con
summation of human happint'ss. The Esquimaux eats bnt to 
sleep, and sleeps but to eat again as soon as he can: what 
better can he do? The adaptation is perfect, his happiness is 
absolute. Had we been better educated, we should have done 
the same; but we were here out of our element, as much ill 
the philosophy of life as in the geog-raphy of it. 

Dec. 2; the weather was not disagreeable, though, in the 
daJ, the thermometer was but minus 12", rising in the evening 

It was arranged that two watches of the men should walk 
on shore in the forenoon, for exercise, and two in the after
noon. I need not say that this has been held one of the pre-
tatives of ~curvy. We took a white fox in the trap. " 
blew hard in jhe night, and there was a gale on the following 
morning; but it soon abated, though there was snow till the 
evening. The tide was observed to be as irregular as it had for
merly been in our other harbour. 
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Dec. 4; the gale was over, but the snow continued to fall till 
nig'ht. It was then fine, and the thermometer about zero. This 
Jast snow was about a foot deep, and we were obliged to clear 
itaway alongside. A foot of snow is not a great depth of 
water, at least till it is frozen into a mass. Nor is it an easy 
matter to measure the depth to which a fall of snow is equiva
lent; such is the drifting, and, still more the difficulty of 
securing any thing like an average within the compass of 
any gauge that has yet been devised. Had it heen other
wise, we should have been as pleased as we were desirous; 
after a whole year's residenct', to know the actual fall of 
water in this country and climate. As far as I have read, 
no such estimates have been attempted respecting these 
northern regions and lands of snow. 

But if, under a vague estimate from mere recollections or 
observations of weather, we had considered this a country 
in which much water fell in the course of the year, we might 
not be very wrong. Future ohservers, iffuture observers should 
ever have such opportunities, must try to determine what 
the fact is; but whatever that may prove, the rain that falls 
here is of little use, since it has no duty to perform for ve
getation; and if the snow protects any thing, it is a soil 
without plants to derive henefit, or rocks which are alike 
indifferent to rain or drought, heat, or cold. 

Our tanks had now once more come into full ust', since 
the cleaning them on Saturday night produced three hushels 
and a half of ice. That was a proof that we were warm 
enough between decks; and the comfort was disputed by no 
one. I formerly described the nature of this contrivance, 
when I suggested also the principle on which it acted; com
paring it to the condenser of the usual steam engine. But 
I ought then to have said what I may do now, namely, that 
by this very simple expedient, all necessity for the operose 
means formerly adopted for pr.eserving the comfort of the 
men hetween decks has been superseded. It is well remem
bered that none of thr expensive contrivances in cork lin
ings, or whatever else, prevented that condensation of steam 
from the human and other evaporation within the ship, 
which caused a perpt'tuai dripping of water, and r~ndered 
the situation of the people most uncomfortahle, partICularly 
in their sleeping places. I do not wish to pass any censure 
on those who suggested those contrivances, and am the less 
entitled to do this, when my own ship in the voyage of 1818 
was not free from the evil in question, and when the pre
sent scheme had not occurred to me. But having now beeD 
fully tried, and with the most perfect success, I may safely 
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recommend it among tlIOse fittings which should be applied 
to every ship undertaking a voyage in these northern regions. 

Dec. [); the week was ended in the usual manner; and 
the day of rest and religion was kept in the way from which 
we made it a rule never to deviate when it could be avoided. 

Dec. 6; the sixth produced no change worth recording: too 
many of these records, indeed, are but registries of labour, of 
which the identity is tiresome, of weather which has not ,'ery 
often much interest, and of temperature which would have a 
little, were it not interesting to know the state and trace the 
changes of such a climate as this, which does not seem exceed
ed in badness by any other yet recorded, whatever rival~ it 
may have. Man is a strange animal when he can live in so 
many dilrerent countries, in climates so opposed, and on food 
so diverse. He would be a still stranger one, if, having ever 
known another country (I need not say a better, when there 
cannot be a worse), he had made a voluntary choice of the 
America of Prince Regent's inlet. But he has contrived to 
wander hither, whencever he might have come; if he ever knew 
bananas, he has learned to prefer fish oil, has made bones a 
substitute for bamboos, and blubber for pineapples; learning 
that a seal-skin is a more fitting dress than a cotton wrapper, 
and that snow may be substitutedfor wood and stone while, not 
forgetting to] bring with him fire, and what is better, as 
much cunning as he can convert to use, he has made himself 
at home, and is so at bome, that he would envy no man or any 
co.untry nor any country of any man, even though he knew what 
they were, and what they possessed. Is not the animal as vain 
of himself and his superiority as any other man under any 
othel' life? If he is not much vainer, then it is not true that 
the vanity of all rude and ignorant people is commensurate 
with their ignorance and rudeness, But the arrangement is 
admirable; and philosophers are right :-in the generals, how-. 
ever; not so rig'ht in the application. Man, in the mass, is equal
ly happy in all conditions of life, all regions of the earth, and 
all states of cultivation. It is a very different thing to maintain 
that, individually all are equally happy, or tljat, to all, there are 
equivalent compensations of happiness and sulfering. 

Dec. 7; ifthere was littI!' novelty to-day, there was at least 
the first glorious evening that we had seen; the joint morning 
noon, and evening of a snn which never rose and never set' 
which, promising both performed neither, and of which th~ 
highest noon was but a twilight, creeping, not along the horizon 
but over the short space which told us that it would see us no 
more for a long time. Yet it was a. glorious golden meridian 
oftwilight and sunset; while the crimson cloud:; were brilliant 
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with tints rarely seen in the more favoured climate of our own 
country. 

The erection of an observatory for the magnet had occupied 
our people yesterday, and found them work this day. There 
was nothing worthy of peculiar note on the two following. The 
weather was, on the whole. agreeable, though varying'; but it 
ought to be called fine. The lower ranges .of the thermometer 
varied between 10° and 32° minus, a'nd this was the termina
tion of another week of durance. TheY'who were fond of idle 
puns, thought the term Sherriff's harbour not misapplied. 

The men who went on shore for exercise, after church, 
saw tbe tracks of a glutton. Monday, like Sunday, was calm 
and clear, and there was an aurora of no great note. On 
Tuesday there was little cbange in the now unavoidable 
sameness of our occupations and OUf amusements. On this 
and many other days we tracked animals and did not see 
them; carried guns and did not fire; watched for tbf' invisi
ble sun that we might at least know it was still in existence: 
and were not sorry when (I cannot say the day was done, 
wherf' all was night), but when we might at least end anothcr 
of our own days by going to bed: 

Dec. 15; a strong breeze, with snow, formed a sort of 
variety just now; but it imprisoned the men, and that was an 
evil. No one is much the better for thinking: those who had 
nothing very cheering to think of, were always the worse. 
They who commanded had however no great ]'ight to believe 
themselves of a more hopeful and buoyant character, than 
those whose husiness it was to obey; whatever tbe fact might 
have been as to either party. They had an object in view 
which the others could scarcely keep in sight: and ambition, 
or vanity, or wbatever else, looked forward to a gratification 
which, under any success, could be little to tkose who had 
only to follow as they were directed: participating the labour, 
yet, if not the fame, so also, be it remarked, free of all anxiety, 
and subject to no responsibility. 
Dec. 16; there was little to note this day but a slender 

aurora. The weather and tbe temperature scarcely differed 
so much from wbat they had generally been for some time, as 
to require notice for any other object than that of a register. 
Dec. 17; the present work of the men was to cover tbe hoats 
with snow, for the purpose of protecting them from the wea
ther. A strong gale interrupted this, but did not last heyond 
the day. Yet it began again on the following, thougb soon 
moderating and giving us the remainder of Saturday for our 
several works, now not requiring notice. On shore, the effeet 
was to harden the snow so that it could generally bear our 
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weight, and to bare the rocks in such a manner as to aHer the 
appearance of the land. Sunday was passed as ,it ought to 
be: as we had always passed it whenever it was in our power. 

Dec. 20; if this day was without mark, it was one in which 
we compared the tides we had observed. Nothing but a tide
tahle, which I need not g-ive, would make their singular ir
regularity sufficiently conspicuous. I noticed the same facts 
last year, and they were even more remarkable in the present. 
Every thing was out of rule: whatever the moon might effect, 
the counteracting causes, in winds, currents, ice, and perhaps 
more, set all calculations at defiance. It was a ,high or It low 
tide whenever it chased to be; and that was nearly all we 
knew ofthe matter. 

Dec. 21 ; in the calender, tbis was the shortest day; that 
was tolerably indifferent to us, who had no day at all ; but as 
the sun attained its greatest elongations at midnig"ht, this and 
the following were, to us, of equal lengths. The temperature 
was as low as 27° minus, and rose to 21° on the succeeding, 
which was stormy. To confirm what I have just said of the 
tides, that of to-day rose, in the forenoolJ, but one inch. 

Dec. 23; the gale blew hard till night, but ceased so as to 
leave us a fine morning. It was even calm and pleasant; and 
the gale, by still further baring the rocks and filling" the ravines 
with snow wb.ich had afterwards hardened, rendered our walk- _ 
ing more easy than ever, and almost ,agreeable. There was 
nothing, however, on shore, to amuse us: for us, as for the 
men, the land afforded exercise, and that was all. It is likely 
that they at least thought this a task and a lahour rather than 
a pleasure; hut it was necessary, and more for them than us. 
The nig"ht temperature was minus 18° .. 

Dec. 25; a violent storm of snow interfered will} the parade 
of Christmas day, but all else was done according to custom. 
Sunday, immediately following, gave a second day of 
I"epose; and on Monday the usual works were resumed. 
Dec. 28; the weather improved, and during these three days 
the average 'cold at ni<rht was minus 20°. risin ... to 9" with 
snow, and then falling"again to 17° on the two "subsequent 
ones. There was little to mark these days Lut the capture of 
aJox. 

Dec. 30; the ice on the lake was measured, and found to 
exceed three fi'et in thicknt'ss; and, the mercury froze once 
more. The frost in the tanks amounted to four bushels ; being 
what we had found the largest quantity last winter, after we 
had put our arrangements in good order; and fixed on a rea
sonable temperature at which to regulate the dwelling place Of 
the men hetween decks. The month and the year ended 
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together with very cold weather. It was the highest tide that 
we had yet seen, being nearly eight feet and a half. 

In summing up a month which presents neither variety nor 
interest, I may first make a few remarks respecting the trans
actions of the year. It is the period which contains the chief 
of our discoveries; and although these do not occnpy a large 
geographical space, they are of great importance, since they 
have so narrowed the limits of investigation as to render it 
impossible to finish what remains to be done, in asingleseason, 
and with mucl! less of hazard and expense that would other
wise have heen necessary. 

There is now some reason to believe that we might have ex
tricated our ship in the present winter, had we proceeded in 
a different manner; had we begun sooner, and attempted to 
creep along the shore. In this matter, however, I thought it 
prudent to yield to the superior experience of Commander 
Ross in this kind of navigation ; and the more especially be
cause he, in particular, was acquainted with this great ialet, 
He considered such a proceeding not less perilous than labor
ious, and entertained no doubt that the ice in the channel 
would clear away in time sufficient 'to enable us to make as 
great a progress, or a greater one, by the same date, and with
out needless risk. That his anticipations were wrong, the 
event has shown; whether we might really have succeeded by 
adopting the other plan, will never be known. 

The ship appeared to have suffered some damage by being 
so long and so often aground, since she was again leaky. But 
our winter accommodations were perfect, and the men seemed 
as healthy as possible; having apparently profited by our new 
system of diet. If the regular exercise contributed to this, 
that was conducive to another good end; since the men would 
thus be well trained for travelling by the time the season should 
arrive. 

Though the weather had been often very cold, the tempera
turewas very changeahle; nor was tht' mean so lo~.as that in 
the last December, by four degrees. That mean is minus 20. 
24; the highest temperature was pIllS 6, and the lowest, being 
on the last day ~f the month, was.47, minus. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

TRANSACTIONS ON BOARD THE SHIP IN JANUARY, 1831-SUMMARY 
OF THAT MONTH. FEBRUARY: WITH ITS SUMMARY. MARCH: ITS 

SUMMARY. 

1831. Jan. 1; though the temperature remained at minus 470 ; 

it was calm, and the cold was not severe to the feelings. The 
colours were hoisted, and the ship dressed out; new year's 
day being otherwise kept in the usual manner. Such was 
the power of the meridian twilight for four hours that no stars 
could be seen. Jan. 2; on Sunday, the"thermometer fell to 
minus 520, but even then, the men who walked on shore after 
divine service did not complain. 

On the third, fourth, and fifth, it ranged between 46° and 500 
the weather continuing clear. An overcast sky raised it to 340 
on the sixth, but it fell again, when that cleared away, to 43° 
on the seventh. The employments of the men were uniform, 
and the only variety was the capture of a fox, on each of the 
two last days. Saturday ended a dull week, without any 
change in the weather or the temperature. 

Jan. 9; another fox was found in the trap on Sunday, which, 
otherwise, passed as usual. The only remarkable circumstance 
was the vacillation of the thermometer, without any cause, 
that could be conjectured, as the weather was uniformly calm 
and clear. At six in the evening, it ro-se from minus 45°· to 360, 
where it remained an hour, faIling again to 45°; so that the 
frozen mercury thawed and then froze again. There was a 
faint aurora, both in the morning and the evening. 

Jan. 10, 11, & 12; a gloomy sky raised it next day to 23° for 
a short time. The ice on the lake, being examined, was found 
to be three feet and a half thick. On the thirteenth, the sky 
presented a beautiful display of colours, as it had formerly 
done at the same season; and the land was much elevated 
by refraotion. On the fourteenth, there was a gale with snow 
raising the thermometer to 100 ; and on the following, it reach
ed minus 4°, making a considerable range within this month. 
The sun was not yet visible. 

Jan. 16; there was a little snow on Sunday, and the temper-
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ature reached minus 2. ·There was no changl" on Monday; 
but on Tuesday it blew a gale with much drift snow. Un 
Wednesday, the sun was seen for the first time; being one 
day sooner than we had seen it last year. It was a wel
come sight, even now; though it was long yet before we should 
derive much advantage from it, in respect to heat at least. . 

Jan. 20, 21, & 22; the two first of the following days were 
without remark; the Saturday was distinguished by a large 
and beautiful halo round the moon, with four paraselenre, oc
curring at eight in the evening, when her altitude was 32 de
grees. The latter occupied a horizontal position; and there 
was also a bright arch all round the heavens, parallel to the 
horizon, and of the same altitude as the moon. The radius of 
the halo was 25 degrees; and where these two crossed the 
prismatic colours were displayed, while there was occasionally 
an additional halo of five degrees, equally coloured. The whole 
appl"arance lasted an hour; when the weather became hazy, 
with snow. 

Jan. 23, 24, & 25; there was a fresh breeze, with more snow, 
on Sunday. Monday was clear, with the thermometer at mi
nus 11; and, rising to 7° on the next, that also proved a very 
mild day. On the twenty-sixth,the sun reached ,the ship for 
the first time and shone bright. The land was very clear, and 
much elevated by refraction. Commander Ross was employed 
in measuring a base. 

Jan. 27; a remarkable halo occurred to-day, about the sun, 
being of course, somewhat more than a semicircle; the lower 
ends being red passing to yellow, and becoming white in the 
upper part of the sky. Jan. 28; there was little change of 
weather or occupation; but some willow partridges were shot, 
and many ravens, hares, and grouse were seen, while on Sa
turday, a fox was taken. 

Jan. 30 ; the temperature of Sunday was 19° minus. After 
!thurch, the men walked six miles to the islands where the 
natives had been resident last year, but found nothing except 
thl" deserted huts and traps. Jan. 31; the last day of the 
month was marked by a strong gale with drift snow: tbe thermo
meter rising with th~e wind, as hjgb as minus 20. 

In spite of occasionally severe days, the mean of this month 
, was not so low as that of last January. It was about minus 

23°, whereas the former was 26°. The highest elevation was 
2.5 plus and the lowest 56° minus; making a total range, with 
a: necessary correction for the thermometer, when at its lowest 
point, of 60° in the course of twelve days. 

During the lower temperatures it was calm and beautifully 
clear; but we could not make any ohservations,with the instru-
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ments on those da:ys, since itwas as fmpossible to touch the"me
tal as if it had been red hot. After the 25th, we procured some 
gO(HI ones. 

There were many gales, as the journal has shown; and, on 
all tbose days, the barometer fell and the temperature rose. 

, Bllt it was an invariable remark, that when the gale was from 
the nortbward the former fell less, and the thermometer rose 
more, than wb~n it was from any other quarter; as this was 
most striking when the wind was from the southward. The 
aurorre were inconspicuous; but tbe baloes were of a very 
striking character. 

Thc total of our sport III tbis montb produced seven foxes 
and four birds. Tbe lake was at last frozen througb wbere 
we tried it, and the ice nearly four feet thick; tbe increase 
having been ten inchp,s since December. 

Though the sun was first seen- on the 19th, some following 
days of thick weatber prevented us from obtaining a second 
sight of it till it was tbree degrees high. Daybreak was now 
at eigbt o'clock; and thus we bad time for work and exercise. 
We bad been disappointed in not receiving tbe expected visit 
from the natives, but attributed thcir absence to tbe badness of 
the weather. 

Feb. 1 ; the month began witb a strong nortberly gale, and the 
tbermometer rose till six in tbe evening, when it reached plus 
6<'; being the highest temperature ever observed in these re
gions so. early in the year. It rose to plus lID on the follow
ing day, was calm and mild at the beginning, but ended in 
another equally strong gale from the same quarter. Thus 
it continued on the third, till near noon; the thermometer 
falling to zero, but rising a little in the evening to recover 
the same degree at midnight. 

Feb. 4; it was an overcast day with snow: the wind came 
round to the south; and in conformation of my former remarks 
the temperature fell to minus J5°.The men had employment 
in building an observatory for noting refractions, and in repair
ing the others; one of which had been shaken from the founda
tion, in consequence of its connexion with .the ice near us, 
that had broken dnring one of the past gales. Feb. 5; SatuT
day ended with the thermometer atminus 24°. On Sunday it 
went do';Vn to 32°. Many willow partridges were st'en by the 
men dunng their walk after divine service. 

Feb: 7, &.8; the cold weather continued the two following 
days, In winch there was nothing' remarkahle but a slight au
rora. Nor was there much change on the next; the only no
table occ.urrence was tbe taking of an unfortunate fox, which 
bad lost Its tongue through tile frost, in biting the iron wircil 
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of the trap. On the tenth, the temperature reached 420 minus, 
and it was very cold. Another fox was taken. I attempted, 
a second time, to m.ake observations on the diurnal variation, 
but the needle would not traverse. 

Feb. Il; there being a stiff breeze. with a thermometer at 
39c minus, the men found it impossible to walk on shore; and 
it was the same on Saturday. The tanks having produced 
five bushels of ice this week, confirmed the remark already 
made. Sunday passed as usual, and the weather unchanged. 
In the evening of Monday, the temperature was down at 45c, 
and another fox was taken: as was a st'cond on the following 
day. In compensation, one of our own escaped on the next, 
carrying off with it the chain. The thermometer went down 
one degree more. 

The sea ice was cutthrougb, and found to measure aboutfour 
feet and a half. Two more foxes were taken, of which one 
had lost its tongue in the same manner as a former. The 
escaped one was forgetful enoug"h to enter one of the traps, 
and was retaken on Satu1Qay. During these days, tbe tem
perature vaciiJated a little about the low standard it had held 
for some time; it was 45 dt'g. when midnight closed the week. 

Feb. 20; faxes seemed now abundant, Sunday morning hav
ing found"another in the trap. A very few grouse and hares 
bad been "seen latterly. On Monday, tbere was again a fox 
taken. The weather was much the same as in the preceding 
week but with a cloudy sky, it rose to 31 C minus on Tue~"day 
when again the trap produced another fox. Had our former 
neighbours been at their old post,not much of this game would 
have fallen to our share. 

Feb. 23; a fall of snow raised the thermometer to 22 degrees 
and this weather continued till the following day, when it be
came clear, as was the next, on which two grouse and a 
bare were killed. After some variable winds, and many 
changes from cloudy to clear weatber, with correspondent 
variations of temperature, Saturday night closed at minus 40. 

Feb.27; on this day, the sun had just power enou/{h to raise 
the thermometer from minus 43C to 38c ; and after that, it subsided 
to 42c. Some hares were seen during the Sunday's walk; and 
more on the Monday; but nothing was shot. It was little 
more than a schoolboy's expeJiment, to fire a ball of frozen 
mercury through an inch plank: but this bad, possibly, not 
been done before. The month closed with the thermometer at 
43 deg. minus. 

The summary of this month is more barren than usual. It 
bad been a very cold one, particniarly towards the end. Tbe 
mean proved minus 34 deg. Yet there was an unusually 
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-high temperature in the early part, sinee it once reached plus 
9°; affecting materially thc total mean but not that of the lat
ter half, which averaged 42°. The lowest fall was about 
49 deg. 

The observations experienced much obstruction from the 
cold, as I have remarked above; but a few were registered. 
The men retained their health, and, as I believe, their content~ 
edness. 

Not having seen the Esquimaux, we now gave up the hope 
of their joining us till May, though not well able to account 
for their absence. 

Our sport, if it be sport to snare foxes, had been unusually 
successful. Nor must we be accused of wantonness in this; 
since we had a family of dogs to maintain. It was the stud 
that we were bound to keep in as good condition as we could 
afford, for services which were now not far distant. 

March I; the weather continued the same. There wa~ a 
bright aurora which agitated the magnetic needle in thr man
ner that has been often observed. Such light as I could col
lect from it by means of a large reading lens, had no effect on 
the differential thermometer. The three following days scarce
ly presented any change; but on the Saturday it was squaJJy 
for a time, and the thermometer fell to 40°, having begun this 
month with its lowest at 38". A fox was taken and a hare 
killed. 

March 6; Sunday was somewhat warmer; the temperature 
rising in the day to 28°, for two hours. It was 400 on Monday 
night, and a hare was killed on that day. The two following 
days were little noticeable for any thing but a general con
tinuance of the same weather and temperature: except that 
on the last of those there was a bright aurora. 

March 10; a fox coming to the ship, narrowly escaped 
being taken by the dogs. We froze oil of almonds in a shot
mould, at minus 40°, and fired it against a target; which it 
split, rt>bounding unhroken. A similar ball of ice had no ef
fect. - The two last days of this week were as uniform in char
acter as the preceding: the Saturday's midnight temperature 
being 35°. 

March 13 & 14; Sunday was unaltered in weather. Mon
day produced another fox; and the men commenced moving 
gravel for making a canal on the ice. It was already seen 
that the sun could melt snow on some of the rocks. In the 
afternoon of Tuesday, a change took place in the weather and 
it hlew hard, with drift snow: which continued till noon on 
the following day. (tn the seventeenth it was alternately 
clear and gloomy, but the thermometer held fast about 36". It 
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was exceedingly cold to the feelings on Friday," at the same 
temperature; and, on Saturday, that fell to 44C• The tanks pro
duced five and a half bushels of ice this week; being tbe great
est evaporation from between decks that we had experienced 
since this apparatils was satisfactorily arranged. 

March 20; the continuance and degree of cold at this 
period of the present month began seriously to attract our at
tention; and even to the reader, the registry which has now 
been repeated to weariness will not be uninteresting. The 
thermometer sank on this day, Sunday, to minus 520; and the 
average of the twenty-four hours was but 490. At four on the 

'Monday morning, the sun cros~ed the equator at this exceed
ingly low temperature; an occurrence which had no parallel 
in the preceding voyages. 
. March 22 &; 23; there was no change in this respect on the 
two following days; though the barometer rose and fell seve
ral times. There was a difference of a few degrees, for the 
better, on the next, when the mean rose to 30°, and heat 
in the day to 25° minus. Friday and Saturday presented no 
material changes; and the thermometer on this last night 
was at 35°. 

Sunday and the following two days were almost equally 
without note. There was variable weather, gloomy and elear 
alternately, with occasional showers of snow, and, latterly, 
a fresh breeze. The lowest temperature of the three days lay 
from.35° to 28°, gradually rising. 

On the thirtieth, a decided and a very pleasing change took 
place. The 'thermometer reached n° minus, and the day was 
so mild to our sensations that the men were congratulating 
each other on the ., fine warm day," even when it had sunk to 
20". There could be no doubt that it did really feel warm; 
such is the effect of contrast ill this case. At forty degrees 
above this, it would have been a wintery cold seldom known 
in England, and we all knew what we should have felt there 
even with this enormous difference. It was still warmer on 
the following, since it rose to 8c in the day, and did not fall 
below 17C in the night. Another month was ended. 

'The great coldness of this month must already have been 
remarked. It had much exceeded that of the former corres
ponding ones in the voyages of the preceding navigators. 
The mean was 35c minus, being not less than seventeen degrees 
lower than the similar means during those, and it was eleven 
degrees lower than the lowest of them. The highest was 8C 

mirius, and the lowest 52 deg. 
)lIuch snow having fallen, nearly .the entire surface of the 

land was a mass of ice and snow. On one occasion only, the 
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Jatter melted for a short time beneath the influence of tlle sun 
on some rocks that were exposed to its rays; yet not many 
became thus exposed, and the effect was of no long duration. 
In the March of the preceding year, however, during several 
days, the water was running down in streams. 

It was an adverse prospect as our future plans were concerned, 
and h ad at times, some effect in casting a damp on the me n, 
which their tiresome sameness of occupation had no tendency 
to remedy. Yet they were in perfect health. There had been 
Done on the sick li~t, and there was no appearanee of scurvy. 

Altogetber, many observations had been made. In addi
tion to many' foxes, twelve white hares had been shot, with 
some ptarmigans; but of our tamed animals, only two remain
ed alive. 

Our disappointment in not seeing the Esquimaux continued 
daily increasing, as their expected arrival was the longer delay
ed. They furnished us with occupation and amusement, more 
required by the men than ourselves. We were also in want 
of seal's flesh for our dogs, which would have been starved 
had it not been for our success in taking faxes; for onrselves, 
too, fresh venison and fish would have been more than accept
able; nor were we so well stocked with skin dresses as not Ig 
wish for more· 'Ve still looked forward to their visits with 
hope. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

APRIL-AN EXPJ;.DlTlON UNDERTAKEN-ACCOUNT OF THIS JOURNEY 
-SUMMARY OF THE MONTH. 

1831. April 1; the weather improved very slowly; but, on 
the second, the night temperature was zero, and the highest in 
the day, plus 3<. The dipping needle was found to be out of 
order. On Sunday there was a breeze, which became a gale 
on the following day. The variations in the temperature were 
unimportant. , 

April 5; this was the day on which our travelling had com
menced last year. The condition of things was now very dif
ferent, besides which, we could not well manage witbout tbe 
aid oftbe natives and the assistance of their dogs. The thermo
meter fell to minus 17e on the night of the sixth, thus giving us 
a temperature 34e lower than on the corresponding day in tbe 
last year. 

April 7; a succession of heavy squalls with drift snow 
blew to-t1ay, but ceased before the following, which was fine 
but cold, with the night thermometer at 20e• Nor was it at all 
warmer on the Saturday. Where the sun acted on the 
snow it was glazed, but there was no flow of water, and no 
apparent clearing. It was colder by two degrees on Sunday, 
which passed as usual. . 

April 11; on Monday it approaclled zero, at noon, being 
a great improvement. We were eniployed in preparations for 
a projected journey. This favourable change did not, how
ever, last, since it fell to 23e on the following day. Last yeilr, 
at the same time, there were many pools near the ship and 
along the shore; at present, all was solid ice. On the two 
next, the temperature gradually improved, and, srttled, on 
.Saturday, with 2e as its maximum. Preparations for travel
ling contiuued. 

April 17; the first snow bunting of the season was seen tbis 
morning. On Monday the preparations for our journey were 
complete, and we waited only for weather. A change seemed 
promised thenext day, as the thermometer rose to plus 8e, and 
the weather felt Warm in spite _of a breeze. A walking party 



326 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

was sent away two miles with the sledge, that they might be 
ready to start very early in the morning, if the weather per
mitted. 

April 20; this being the case, the party set off early and 
by noon ,the convoying portion returned, leaving Commander 
Ro~s and five men to pursue their journey. Another sledge 
and cooking apparatus were in preparation on board. On the 
twenty-first the temperature increased so much as to rea'ch 31C 

plus, and we were agreeably surprised by the arrival of the 
natives, Neytaknag, Poweytak, and Noyenak. 

They came over the western hills with their dogs, and stop
ped about a quarter of a mile off holding up their hands to 
show that they were unarmed, and calling out their usual all 
bail, "mani[/tomig" on which we proceeded to join them. It 
was the party which had wintered at Awatutyak, consisting of 
three families; and they were now at their station near the 
entranc!" of the inlet leading to that place. 'fhey had been 
met by Commander Ross, from whom I received a note in
forming me that 'he had purchased two stores of salmon for 
two knives. This was welcome news, and WI' arranged to fetch 
this acceptable supply the next morning. 

We welcomed them to dinner and to sleep, and received from 
them the following information. All their friends werewell. 
at Neitchillee, except Tiagasbu, who had died in the winter. 
This party had killed many deer and taken much fish, and had 
expected us at Awatutyak and at Neitchillee. One of the men 
was soon to go to this last place, and wOllid convey the news of 
our present abode. We regretted the death of our friend Tiaga
sbu, who had been one of the first to inform us of the geogra
phy. He was also a peculiarly good character; and having a 
large family had been at one time so much in want, that we 
felt proper to maintain them all for a time. Being poor, from 
the same cause be had little to sell, and tberefore obtained 
little from us in barter; but at the end, he was presented with a 
file and a knife thus equalizing him with the others; a bounty 
well applied as this family had always been especialIy!kind to 
us, and had formerly shown their gratitude for very trifling 
attentions, by hringing us a present of a seal out of two which 
they had taken, Whatever he might be as an Esqllimaux, he 
at least died an amiable and an exemplary man. We could not 
learn tbe cause of his death and had to regret that we had not 
been at hand, since it might have been within the power of 
our medicines. 

April 22; with the track of former sledges to direct us, I left 
the sbip at four in the morning', with the surgeon, three seaman 
and our Esquimaux guests. We reached their station called 
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. Niokhunagriu, at .eleven, bdng the place where we had pitched 
our tent on th~ 28,th of last June. We found there were two pack
ages of fish,.wdghing·, jointly, 180 pounds; we pevertheless 
paid the stipulated price.' They begallimmediately to erect us a 
house which they finished in forty-five minutes. We were not 
long in cooking a warm meal, w.hich was very aceeptahleafter 
a walk of sixteen miles throug'h very rough ice. Though rough 
it was, however, good beyond the place where Commander Ross 
had left his convoy; which was gratifying to know. The men 
having forgotten their blankets, we were supplied with skins 
by .our good-natu~ed friends. 

At noon, two of them set offat a great pace, with their sledge 
and six dogs, to fetch a third depot of fish, which we understood 
to, be at a Jake far away. They were to have another. knife for 
it; and it was well worth our while to wait for such a sbpply. 
We.;exal'.;:tined their hut in the mean time, which was large 
enough for .three families, being eighteen feet in diameter; but 
it was .lIO much decayed as to' show that it had been occupie!j. 
fro.rn a very early period in the winter; We were ve.ry kindly 
received by the women and found an old one, sick, or thou·gllt 
to be so,. to whom the surgeon administered some medicine; 
it was the woman of many husbands; and she (epayed her 
phy.sic by the stone which is used in striking fire, wb-ich was a 
~'aluable present on her part. They offered us water ~hich is a 
sc:;trce article .at this season, as it requires much oil to 
melt any quantity of snow; together with some salmon which we 
took that we might not offend them, returning some trifling 
presents. " 

Inquiries about families and new-born chiIMen were repaid 
hyquestions respecting our own people; one of the phiIdrenhad 
heen named Aglugga,in compliment apparently to Commander 
Ross whose Esqui!Ilaux patronymic it was. The presence of 
fifty.sealskins proved that their hunting had been successful; 
:;tl1d, besides the, flesh visible in tIle hut, there were depots in 
t.hy snow. They, .had further killed two musk oXt'n and two 
hear~, hoping that we might come to purchase the former: 
in,defectof which they had been taken. Of the bear-skins 
they had made dresses; but they had nothing of this nature tg 
sell at present. 

The rising of a brec2:e in the evening made our hut so cold 
that we were obligcdto construct a crooked passage for it; and 
after.all, it was hut 25C minus, at night, while our messengers' 
h.ad. 110t r(ltm"oed with the fish:. Vve were obliged to amuse our
sel,ves .. with the Esquimaux game ·of pear and dogs, with the 
children, to the very great delight of all the party. 

At midnight the two young men returned with the fish, Wllich 
x 
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were very fine, and weighed, altogether, a hundred and fifty 
pounds. The promised knife gave great satisfaction. Their 
own appearance and that of their dogs, showed that they had 
travelled a long way, as they had also heen absentfourteen hours, 
which we considered to be equh alent to thirty-six miles. We 
sent them to bed; and, at four, ourmen rose to prepare a meal 
before our departure, and to get ready the sledge. 

Returning from the pursuit of some grouse, I found that our 
fish had been plundered bv the dogs, and that, including what 
had been consumed by ourselves and the Esquimaux, we had 
now but two hundred and fifty pounds. This, however, toge
ther with our own stores, was more than our men, not very 
strong. were abIe to transport; so that I bargained with one of 
the two natives to aid us with three dogs, for which service, and 
a spear which he had made, he was to receive a file. 

We set out accordingly, after presenting the women with a 
needle each. It was a fine day, though the breeze was strong; 
fortunately, however, being with us, it was not inconvenient. 
After four miles, we arrived at a high cape called Neokouak, 
and then crossed the inlet by a nearer and better way than we 
had taken in coming, thus also saving a mile. Halting about 
half way:on our journey, for some rest and refreshment; we 
were obliged to dispense with water, for want of time to thaw 
the snow. We were glad to find that the whole bottom of this 
extensive inlet, which contains the salmon fisheries, was cover
ed with good ice, so that, from this place at least, the journey 
would be easy as far as the first great river. By tllree o'clock 
we had arrived at the ship, with our ca/go safe. It was a valu
able one, because it contained fourteen days' provisions: which 
being fresh, allowed liS also to economize the lemon-juice, 
which was the scarcest article ill our stores. 

It being the king'/> birthday, dIe flags were all displayed; an 
exhibition which seemed much to delight our native friends; 
while the men had extra allowance, and so forth, according to 
custom. One of the natives, being invited into the cabin, in
formed us of some of the affairs of his coterie. The widow of 
the dead man had immediately obtained a new husband: be
cause she had five children. The because would not be a very 
good reason in England; the ready made family of another is 
not often a source of much comfort; apd that it is not'a valu~ 
able property needs not be said. But here, the five children 
were a commodity of price, a good furtune, a source of profit in
stead of loss, and of happiness instead of veJ>atjon and torment. 
Even at eight they begiu to be serviceable; in a few years they 
are able to maintain more than themselves; and when the pa~ 
rents are old, be they step-children, or entirely apd absolutely 
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adopted,. as is also here the usage, it is on them,that the help' 
less ag.ed. depend for. that support which is a matter of course
There are no poor-rates in this country. 

Whenever this shall happen, during the progress of know
ledge and legislation, the IJhildren will cease to maintain even 
themselves, there will be an end to adoption, the widow of five 
children will advertize in vain for a husband, they will all go to
the workhouse, and they who can catch seals will labour to main
tain the id.Je, till the day shall arrive when all will starve toge
ther. It is a Utopian state of things when she of five children 
is the best of wives, and can take her choice of the young men: 
it is more than Utopian, when population is not poverty, but 
wealth: when men really will labour, and wh.en the labour .. of 
a man will do, what it always can, or might, support, not only 
himself, but those who must depend on him till they can, and 
will, labour for themselves. Let the wise of wiser lands travel. 
hither and take lessons of wisdom from the savages in seal
skins, who drink oil, and eat their fish raw, 

Of another portion oftheir political economy I must not speak 
with approbation; yet there is some philosophical fitness in it 
too, when coupled with that which has preceded. We must 
no~ pull a system of legislation to pieces, and then say that this 
or the other law is a bad one. Let the whole be contemplated 
in a mass, and looked at in all its bearings, before we presume 
to decide what is right: that is generally right which is most 
fitting. It is the custom to interchange wives. If the Romans 
did the same, under very other civilization, I fear that their rea
sons are indefensible, though I need not hearinquire what those 
were .. In this country, the views of the citizens may be physio
logically philosophical, for aught that I know to the contrary, 
though it remained to discover whether they Ploved sound in 
practice. The people thus considered that they should have 
more children; it is a good thing to have good reasons for do-
ing what may not be very right. ' 

April 24; our absence had occupied the two last days of the 
week, and brought back Sunday. It was clear and very cold; 
the thermometer being at plus 30 in the day, but falling to minus 
12c at night. It was a more acceptable day of rest than usual: 
but having removed the snow from the deck, we \\ ere less com
fortable below. OUI' Esquimaux guide returned; promising' to 
send back his friend with a seal, and some blubber which we 
had lost. 

April 25; he came with the seal accordingly, and had found 
the blubber also; remaining all night. A breeze made it very 
cold, though the tbermometer was plus 6° in the day, and not 
more than minus 100 at night. It is probable that we were al 
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ready b'egJnning to find, in our persons, a new scale of agre-c
able tenlperature, though the extreme cold had not very long 
ceased. Physicians ought to explain these matters. Is it that 
the body generates more heat in cold weather, and the more as 
it is colder? Hit did not, how could we be as warm at minus 
50° as at plus 100 or 20°; putting out ofthe question al1 casual
ties from winds or an exposure to them. But, be this explained 
as it may, why does the body change its standard, its opinions I 
may say, in such a manner? '('hat which was not disagreeable 
a month since, was now intolerable: could a cold of minus 52° 
occur in July, with" a day temperature of700 Illn8, it is not easy 
to conceive what the feelings would be. 

After a night temperature of minus 16", the day reachell to 
plus 10°; and tLe sun, even at this very low point of the positive 
scale, had a powerful effect"on the snow, which was melting 
during four hours. At night the thermometer was. at zero. 
There was a strong gale with snow drift on the following· day, 
and at midnight it was at plus 6°. On the subsequent night it 
was again minus 16"; the gale and snow havi·ng qoutinued all 
the day. The two last days of this month exhibited .many 
changes of weather and oftemperature, and it ended on mid night 
of the thirtieth, calm and clear, at minus 90

• " 

'('he. summary of April is soon told. The tempel'atul'c took at 
last a more favourable turn than had been expected, and the 
mean proved minus 6.44 the highest and the lowest being plus 
30 and minus 25. The several scientific observattions had be'en 
continued. On the last day of the month, the thickness of the" 
ice was six feet, while it was about seven last year: the FeaS(,)1l 
apparently being, that the surface had been more deeply co
vered hy snow in this season than the preceding, and thuS. bet
ter protected from the cold air. 

The health of the men was still good, and the supply of fresh 
provisions which I had procured was likely to maintain. them 
in. an efficient state. We had at length found out the long 
WIshed for natives, and at last also had been able to co.[J)me~ce 
our travelling by larJd. 
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CHAP TER XXXVIII. 

MAY-COMMANDER ROSS'S JOURNEY. 

1831. May 1 ; the temperature ranged to-day between 2c and 
12C plus, as if a decidedly favourable chang'e had taken place. 
After'church service, Commander Ross returned, having left his 
party about twenty ,miles off to the northward. He came for 
assistance to be sent to them: the mate Taylor had been frost
bitten in one foot, so that he could not walk, while it had be
come necessary for the other four men to draw him, although 
they were themselves much fatigued. All hands were therefore 
sent to meet them; and while the mate was likely to be disabled 
for the remainder of the summer, the others seemed much in 
want of a week's rest. 

Commander Ross reported, that from his party having been 
affected by snow blindness, he did not reach the sea at Awatut
yak till the sixth day, Monday, when he proceeded to look for' 
the passage, examining minutely every creek, and traversing 
the whole line of coast on foot. Thus he determined, without 
hesitation, that there was no passage here to the western sea. 
It was plain therefore, that the sea which the natives supposed 
to lead to Neitchillee, was only the eastern sea, or part of the 
gulf at this place, between Port Logan and Elizabeth harbour: 
~ hence it was plain that there could be DA;> passage nearer than 
the latitude of 71 c 55', where there is another great inlet. This, 
unfortunately, was too far away to be examined by land from 
our present position; and thence had we much reason to regret 
that we could not make a further progress in the last autumn. 
All that we could now do, was to examine the line Qf coast to 
the westward of the peninsula; and it was determined that this 
should form our next expedition. 

,The further report of Commander Ross was, that he had 
found the ice very rough, and travelling difficult, that they had 
jOl,lrneyed 150 miles; and that it was very cold, since the ther
mometer was as low as 18C minus, while they had encountered 
two severe snow storms. He further remarked that the pres
sure on the sea ice had been very great, many large pieces 
having bef'n forced up the rocks to the height of forty feet. 
They saw no animal but one raven. 

But his narrative must be given in his own words. 
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CHA PTER XXXIX. 

NARRATIVE OF COMMANDER ROSS. 

1;831. April 20; it was a matter to be regretted that we could 
now no longer obtain the aid of thc Esquimaux, who ha~ for
merly been of such esst'ntial service to us, by means of their 
sledges and dogs, and by the great ease and expedition with 
which they raised our temporary encampments. We had ne
vertheless gained some experience; and the middle of April 
made us anxious to visit Aw-wuk-too-teak once morc, as my 
former si/!:ht of it was very imperfect, and an accurate know
It'dge of this spot was essential to our future operations. 

We left the ship, therefore at three in the morning of the 
20th of April, forming a party of five, with a temporary convoy 
from the surgeon and some other men, who quitted us at S 
o'clock. In a short timel perceived recent traces of the Esqui
'maux; and as it was important to obtain their guidance to Aw
wuk-too-teak if possible, I followed the footsteps, while my 
party procceded along the land. I thus reached Neak-kog-nak, 
where I saw through my spyglass a snow hut, whence there 
came" out three men, who advanced quickly with their knives, 
which however they threw away as soon as they saw me lay 
down my gun, then giving me the usual welcome. One ofthem 
was the old man Pow-weet-yah, the dcath of whose boy had 
caused the contest between us in the previous season, and whom 
we had not seen since that time; the other two were his sons. 
By their own account they had waited for us last summer, as 
they had promised, with abundance of salmon and £flindeer ; 
and were much surprised at being told that the ice prevented 
us from making way to the northward, since they assured us 
that there had been much clear water at Ow-weetcte-week. 

We learned that they had been here eight days on their way 
to a place on the western sea, called Neak-kog-na-geoo, and 
that they intended to travel across, the country, by a chain of 
lakes leading to the sea, to the northward of Nei-tyel-Ie. 

The observations I1lade during the two preceding winters, had 
led me to suspect that the magnetic pole lay in that direction, 
and at no great distance from our ship; and I wai therefore 
very desirous to examine the spot to which they were bound. 
I prevailed on them, in consequence, to let me accompany thein 
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whenever they should set out for this place, which would not 
be till we had finished our present journey, and had returned to 
the ship; but I could not prevail on them to attend me to Aw
wuk-too-teak, thong'h they were wil.ling to wait my time, in the 
vicinity. 

They informed me that they had caught many salmon in the 
Stanley river during the pret;)eding autumn, which they had de
posited in the usual way, and were willing to sell to us, on my 
giving them a note to Captain Ross, which was to serve as a 
bill in payment. 

April 21; the fog was so thick at four in the morning that we 
could see bnt a few yards, yet we departed at six, as they were 
averse to go to the Victory till we had departed. Our first at
tempts were much impeded by this dense fog, but at ,nine it 
became ciear, and we continued our journey up the inlet of An
ne-re-ak-to, and thence along the valley of the Stanley, encamp
ing at last on the north bank of the lake at its head. 

April 22; our departure on this morning was again, delayed, 
by fog and snow, till nine, when we crossed the high ridge 
which separates the two lakes at this places, yet with much toil, 
from the depth ofthc new snow. At three -in the afternoon, the 
sun shone out, and with such effect on the white ground, that 
some of the men were very shortly seized with inflammation in 
the eyes, so that we were compelled to halt at six and encamp 
for the night. Our position was on the north-west bank of the 
lake; and though all the usual means of cheeking this inflam
mation were adoptcd, three of the party were so blinded loy its 
effects, that we were obliged to rest during the wholc of the day. 
The latitude here was 700 29' 10", and the longitude 0° 33' west 
of the ship. 

April 23 ; the sun on this morning was so bright, that though 
our companions were cured, I did not think it prudent to go on. 
during the day. We th-erefore deferred our departure till seven 
in the evening, intending to travel by night, to avoid the future 
chance of the same inconvenience. 

April 24; at two in the morning we reached the spot wht;!r~ 
our hut had ut;!t;!n built in the preceding year. I'll spite of a fresh 
breeze from the north accompanicd uy some drift snow, th.e 
weather was very fine, and, although with much labour we at 
last succeeded in surmounting with our sledge the hills that lay 
between us and the lake Aw-wuk-too-teak. W'e had finished 
this journey by six in tbe morning, and encamped on the north 
shore of the lake, auont a quarter of a mile from t4e exit of the 
river which flows from ,it to the sea. 

I here ascended the hill of Ac-cood-le-ruk-tuk, and the morn
ing being clear, oJJtaineli a very wide view~ including th,e en-
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trance of the inlet which had so long been the object of our pur
.suit. It appeared to he about five miles distant, but did not 
seem very extensive. Some observations which I procured, 
gave the latitude at 70c 38' 32", and tht' longitude at 0040' west 
of the ship. Above our encampment rose the hill Il-low-na"lig, 
and here was a snow hut in ruins that had fo-rmed the solitary 
winter residence of Now-yen-noo-ah and his wife. 

April 25; at eight in the evening, we proceeded down tIle 
course of the river to its estuary, under considerable su/i"ering 
from the lameness of sOllie of the men, consequent on the freez
ing of their boots, and from the blindness of another. The ter
mination of this inlet heing visible from an eminence which I 
now ascended, and at no great distance, I caused the men to 
encamp, and proceeded with AbernetllY to examine it. It was 
hot that I here expected to find that opcning which the Esqui
maux had described to us as leading to the 'Western Sea at Nei
tyel-le, because that one, by their account, was 80 wide, that in 
some places, one of the shores could not be seen from the oppo
site side, though the land on hoth was high. Yet we had! not 
examined the present one when we passed down the coast' in 
1829, and as it was the only one that had been neglected, I 
thought it necessary to make a minute investigation of it, that 
we might not be detained for this purpose whcn we should pro
ceed northward in the ship during the ensuing summer. ','1 

This survey was finished in a satisfactory manner by seven 
in the morning of the 26th; so as to unite this part of the coast 
with that which we bad explored from the ship. The latitude 
of our encampment was 700 42'2", and the longitude 00 40' 1" 
west of the ship. 

In the course of this walk I found the monuments which wc 
had erected in August, 1829, but the Esquimaux had intermed
dled with them, and taken away the coins that we had depo
sited. Here, as in so many other places on this sllOre, the rocks 
consisted of red granite and limestone. the western side display
ing the former, and the eastern one the latter. The view sea
ward exhibited a level of smooth ice to the verge of the horizon, 
where, however, there were sharp points indicating a formation 
belonging to thc preceding- year. 

Having thus accomplished the main object of our journey, I 
determined to return to the ship by tbe sea-coast, so as to sur
vey this shorc more accurately than we had previously been 
able to do. We therefore set out at half-past fivc in the after
noon, and in spite of a dense fog, contrived to keep nn along 
the shore. On the twenty-seventh, at one in the morning, we 
reached the entrance of Port Elizabeth, and found our progress 
much facilitated by the smooth state of the ice. though the 
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snow was'often' knee deep. A strong breeze. with mucl. drift, 
compelled us however to halt at length, at four o'clock, on the 
!southern bank of the isthmus, when thNe came on the nwst 
violent gale, attended by drifting snow, that we had ever wit-
nessed, lasting till the noon of the twenty-eighth. , 

April 28; it then moderated, and the weather be,came fine in 
the afternoon; releasing us from that narrow confinement in 
our snow burrow, which we always felt to be more painful than 
even a hard day's work. We contrived to proceed on our 
journey at eight, but the evening was very cold; while, by 
midnight, the wind which had been behind us, shifted so as to 
blow dirt'ctly in our faces. We would willingly therefore have 
halted, but our provisions had been so much reduced beyond 
our calculation, in consequence of the detentions we had under
gone, that we were obliged to procced, and thus continued our 
journey till six in the morning of the twenty-ninth. 

April 29; one of the party was now fO,und to have been 
frost-bitten in the foot, in a very severe mallner; but by apply
ing the usu\ll remedies the injury was checked, thongh with 
considerable consequent suffering from inflammation. This 
caused our detention till the thirtieth at noon, when we con
trived to place the man on a sledge and proceed towards the 
ship. At first the travelling was easy; but, on rounding a point 
of land exposed to the north, the ice was found very rugged and 
apparently impassable, being heaped up in a confusion of piled 
b.Iocks, often reaehing to the height of 30 feet. From the top 
of one of these ridges, however, we could see the level ice at the 
distance of a few miles, which encouraged us to aHempt the 
crossing of this ohstruction. It proved to be five or six miles in 
breadth; yet, by dint of exertions and fatigue, such as we had 
never yet made and experienced, we succeeded in crossing it, 
though not without much suffering to our disabled companion, 
from the concussions which the sledge underwent. This por
tion alone of our journey occupied us twelve hours. 

May 1; three ofthe party had been thus completely exhaust
ed, so that we were compelled to halt at two in the morning, 
about three miles to the southward of Andrew Ross island. 
But as our provisions were now nearly expended, and as it was 
necessary that the disabled man should get medical assistance 
as soon as possible, while in addition, the seamelJ ('ould not 
proceed for some hours, I set out alone for the ship, that I might 
send some relief to the party as soon as possible. 

The distance was only twenty miles, but the road being bad, 
I did not arrive on board till eleven in the morning. All who 
were able for the journey were th~n despatohed to their ship-
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mates, and soon after midnight thl( whole were safe on board. 
Taylor, who had been the frost-bitten man, had suffered much 
from his conveyance; Lut tbe care of our surgeon soon relieved 
him from the most painful effects of his injury. Of the rest, 
Richard Wall was ill for some days, in consequence of fatigue, 
but experienced no ultimate bad effects. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

JOURNAL OF 'MAY-A JOURNEY IN COMPANY WITH THE NATIVrS. 

1831. May 2; two of the natives had arrived yesterday with the 
promised supply ofa seal, which weighed 173 pounds, bringing 
also five large fishes called by them erkalook-ait-Ioo ; when, in
forming us that they had another store of fish for sale, they were 
sent to fetch it. The weather was cold to-day. with the ther
mometer about zero. May 3; on Tuesday the natives returned 
with a seal, but only with a small supply of fish, as tht'y had 
not been able to find their hoard: there were but sixty-live 
pounds. 

May 4; the temperature rose to plus 20", and the mean was 
4°, The two men It'ft us, with a promise to hring us more sal
mon, and a seal, in ihree days. They were to fish here in the 
autumn. and at Neitchillee in the winter. Our new cooking 
apparatus proved effective: its advantage being. that it would 
require no fuel but tallow or oil. May 5 and 6; the ice'neal' us, 
being cut through. was five feet and a half thick: the tempera
ture at night, zero. On Saturday a party was sent to bring 
hack some stores that had been left behind to make room for 
the lame mate: and thus ended the week. 

May 8; after chnrcb we received a visit from some native 
familie~. One of the men undertook to guide us to N eitchillee, 
by the lakes, in eight days; his reward to be a pole. May 9; 
another, who had remained on board. went home on the follow
ing. promising to return in four days. ' Neither on these two 
days nor the succeeding, was there much change; though the 
mean temperature was gradually increasing. 

May 11 ; there was a strong gale; with orift snow. this day, 
which settled into a stiff breeze on the following. May 12; the 
native returned, but had nothing to sell except some clothing. 
May 13; the preparations fot travelling were in progress; and, 
among other things. provisions for twelve men during three 
weeks were made ready. May 14; the weather promised bet
ter, as the thermometer now rose to the freezing point at noon, 
being 12° at night. 

May 15; many tracks of reindeer were seen by the men in 
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their Sunday walk: these animals were apparently returning 
for the summer. Monday morning was employed in preparing 
every thing for our journey; and, at eight in the evening, the 
first sledge, with the pontoon and three weeks' provisions, and 
the second with the same quantity of provisions alone, each 
calculated for six men, set out to explore the second chain of 
lakes and the west coast of the peninsula, as far to the north
ward as it was possible to reach. These parties were to be 
guided through the lakes by two of the natives. Calculating 
that we should reach the west coast in seven days, our design 
was, that the second division under Commander Ross should 
oontinue theirimestigations, while the first returned for a sup
ply of provisions, then contriving to come back to tbe former by 
the shortest route. It was our further purpose to obtain from 
the natives some more geographical information, and also, sup
plies of provisions and clothing. 

May 16; we made nine miles before mid-day; the weather 
being fine, but cold. On tilt' next, we arrived at the native 
buts at Neotaknag; preceding the sledg'es about an hour, and 
pitching our tent. Our promised guides were to be ready in 
the evening; and informed us that many reindeer had passed 
lately, followed by a wolf. We had formerly found among them 
a piece of a large spar, some iron hoops, and some stores, and 
had suspected that they had been either stolen from us, or sold 
by some of the men; but our disagreeable suspicions were now 
removed, and the mystery solved. 'fhey were articles that we 
l!ad formerly thrown overboard to make room, and they had 
been found by those people. I asceaded a l,ill about 800 feet 
l1igh, to examine the country; and by evening, our guides were 
ready, punctual to their promises. 

Our marr.h had a "ery nomadic and new appearance, as the 
line of it also was somewhat picturesque. The mother of the 
two men led the way in advance, with a staff in her hand; my 
sledge following, with the dogs, holding one of their children 
and some of their goods, and guided by a wife with a child at 
her back. Another ,native sledge followed in the same manner, 
next to which was Commander Ross's, and lastly the other Es~ 
quimaux sledge; the rear being brought up by a native draw
ing two skins of oil, and, at a distance, ourselves with one of 
the little boys. Many halts were made, as our burdens were 
heavy, the snow deep, and the ice'rough. 

May 18; we llao witb difficulty persuaded our guides to per
sist, when we at last pitched our tent, and the natives erected 
their snow huts. It thcn came on to blow hard, with snow, till 
noon. We had now passed a'cross the bottom of the spacious 
bay and the mouth of the great river, named aftcr Lord ,Lind-



TO TilE ARCTIC llEGIONS. '339 

say, being the place whcre we had obtained the salman last 
year; 'and being thus about three miles from the main, and 
close within a range of rocky islands lying in a north and south 
direction. On each hand the land was, high, and tile mountain 
Kakoloktok before us. Our course had hitherto been as nearly 
as possible to the southward, and the distance which we had 
travelled was fourtootl. miles., 

In the evening, all was again ready, and Commandel' Ross 
departed for the Illountain just named, to, take angles, while 
the Illarch was renewed. As we advanced, the inlet became 
narrower, and many more islets appeared, indicating shallow 
water. 'Ve soon reached a small rives, on each side of which 
was a r,ocky hill, Ih'e or six hundred feet high, as tllere was 
also a channel to the east of the island, leading along the main, 
by which the di~tance to ,the ship could be materially shortened 
in returning. The snow and ice reud,ered the travelling diffi
cult, and we proceedtJd very slowly. At nine we passed the 
mouth of another small river, called Sokinnohuuuting, and ar
rived at length at that of the river Sauma'rez. 

This was on the nineteenth, and here we joined Commander 
Ross. We were surpfised at finding this river'open, but were 
more so to learn that it had been in this state all the winter~ 
while it was now running in a considerable stream. On further 
inquiry, we found that there were many springs in the lake 
above, which was a mile ofi'. We now hauled the sledges over 
a ridge, and obtained a view ,of it, lying, as it secmed, in a 
south-west direction. At one place, the river was confined by , 
precipices eighty feet hig-h, through which it forced its way in Ii 
space so narrow that we might almost fancy we could jump 
across it. The temperature of this water was 34°, and it sup
plied us all with drink, which was stilI very difficult to pl'ocure 
any where else. 

The ice on the lake was not so deeply eovered with snow as 
that,on the sea, but it bore no marks of dissolution. We pro
ceeded alon6" the west side of it, where a high precipice of the 
mountain descended, and pitched our tent at the distance of 
three miles from the river, close to the huts of the guides who 
had preceded us. In' spite of all our caution and care, one of 
the men suffered from a froztln toe, and was of little use during 
the .remainder of the jonrney ; he had concealed the injury so 
long that we could do little good: the similar accident of ano
ther man was casily remedied, as,he had given timely nutice of 
the injury. • ' 

Tile natives were here employed in making holes to deposit 
their heavy stores, of provisions and other matters; and by this 
we were much lightened. Thry also made some sledges of the 
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fresh-water ice; the shape being that of a shallow elliptical ba
sin. Two of these, fastened together, contained a considerable 
quantity of their goods, and could carry one of the women .on 
the top of all: while, though very heavy, they travelled wIth 
considerable rapidity. r' 

It was not till nine, however, that they were ready to mareh, 
when we continued along the west side. of the lake, the old 
woman still leading the way: finding the sidtshigh and rocky, 
its breadth varying from one to two miles, and its direction more 
weBterly. At eleven we reached a strait about a hundred yards 
wide, precipitous on the south side, and having, on the other, a 
low point covercd with circles of stones. These had been the 
summer tents of the present party, and here was deposited a 
store for them on their return. We were informed that it was 
an excellent station for catching the lake trout, but that 
the sea fish could not ascend so far, in consequence of the 
strength of the current in the narrow strait of the river just de
scribe(l. 

While our mcn took their refreshment and rest, the natives 
made a hole in the icc for the purpose of fishing. We were 
surprised to find it only five inches thick, being within ten 
yards of the shore, and in only six feet depth of water, where 
·of course it ought to have been thicker than in the middle of 
the lake, at which part, however, although we could there find 
no bottom, it was too feet in thickness. The temperature of 
the water was however but just above 32°, It was attempted 
to explain this appearance, by supposing the setting ofa current 
here from west to east nntil a very late period of thc season: 
but as there Was no apparent descent, this solution was not very 
satisfactory. If no fish were taken, we at least saw the method 
of catching them. A ball of ivory or bone, with four small 
pieces attached to it, is f'lstened to the end of a string attached 
to a stick, and the fisherman hold/> this in his left hand, a few 
feet below the ice, keeping these balls in constant motion, to 
attract the fish, which is thf'n speared by the barbed macbine 
formerly d('scribed. ; 

May 20; after an hour's rest we proceeded along the lake, 
which was now found to contain many inlets or bays, and seve
ral islands, till we arrived at another strait, which was also a 
fishing station, and, some time after, at a third, near an island, 
where there were the remains of many buts for the same pur
pose. Here we pitched our tent, and the native who accom
panied us built his house. There were tracks of reindeer, and 
we saw a wolf. At eight in the evening we resumed our jour
ney, and came to wme low land, of a diffhent character, con
sisting of Hat limestone; the llTc.ccding rocks having been of 
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{ranite. _ The snow was very deep, and .the thermometer at 
light fell below zero. -

-Here some of the natives in our company became unwilling 
'0 travel at night, and they censequently halted, and set about 
.mildinga hut, promising to overtake us the next day, while 
me of them, with his wife, consented to go on with us. After 
'ight·miles we thus came to an island where we found the re
,mains of an Esquimaux tent, and here one of the natives re
mained. 

We praceeded on the twenty-first, through a very desolate 
tract, guided by some stones wbich the natives had set up for 
that purpose, passing several small islands, and finally reaching 
the end of this great lake at six o'clock, after a journey, on it, 
of three days. 'Va encamped, and saw many reindeer, with 
two wolves; but they were all too cautious to allow us to ap
proach them. It blew hard from the north-eastward, with snow, 
and was very cold, though the thermometer was not below 20°. 
This great lake was named after tbe justly celebrated admiral 
Von-Krusenstern. 

May 22; the gale did not allow us to mov&; nor would the 
Esquimaux have consented. The thermometer sank to 3°. The 
next morning the wind abated, but still these people would bot 
go till their companions had joined them, which they could not 
have done during the bad weather of thc pr(lceding day. No
thing was to be seen but a vast expanse of snow, covering a 
flat country, so low near the water, that we could not discover 
where the boundary was. 'Ve learned from one of the men, 
that there was ,a third chain of lakes to the westward, emptying 
themselves into the easJern sea by the great river. 

At four, the two men who had remained behind came up, and 
built a hut; informing us that tbere was another lake to the 
eastward,having the same name as the one which we were 
next to reach, viz. Tishagriahiu, which I named after my friend 
captain Jekyll, R.N. While they were preparing to set out, we 
had'time to examine a new sledge which they had brought up, 
and wbicb we found no less beautiful than extraordinary. It 
was of tbe shape of an ordinary one, but made entirely of ice, 
runners and all, and, while very neatly made, havin~ a most 
delicate appearance. Being transparent; it seemed indeed to 
be a sledge of crystal, while it was strong enough to bear the 
weight of all the stores which the owner had heaped on it. 
Being all readj, we departed at eleven o'clock. 

May 24; we now passed over several necks of land, and 
across some small lakes, gJlided by marks which were so ob
scured by tlle snow, tbat our guides were often .obliged to stop 
and consult to'gether, At twelve we crossed a nvcr, and enter-
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ed a small lake; and, at four, passed a ridge of land; arrlvmg 
after this, at a valley filled with snow, and containing a lak.e; 
out of whi'ch issued a river, along the course of which we went 
till we had reached the expanse of water which it served .to 
drain. We found it to be about two miles long, and that it was 
joined, at no great distance, to another, by means of a river 
which ·united some more in this series, so as to constitute a ge
neral declivity and drainage. These two were named after 
professor Hanstein. At length we finished this day's journey, 
after having travelled fifteen miles, pitching our tents at last, 
about ten o'clock. The land over which we had thus travelled 
was, once more, of granite: the river which we had passed in 
this journey was three hundred yards wide. The latitude of 
our position was 69c 45' 20", and the longitude 950 • 

It was soon necessary, however, to move again; two of the 
natives whom "It' had left behind now joining us. Here, as at 
every place where we had stopped, they deposited a store,. to 
await them on their return; but it was with much difficulty that 
one of them could be persuaded to proceed, "I hich I believe he 
would not have done, had he not feared. to lose the promised 
reward. We saw some wolves, together with a raven and an 
owl: a wolf had been fired at, before this, witho,ut success, The 
temperature at midnight was 14° plus. " 

May 25; we began onr journey at this time, with a cloudy 
sky and a fresh westerly breeze. Crossing a small lake, we ar
rived at a ridge separating those which we had passed after 
leaving the great lake Krusenstern, entering first on a very nar
row lake, and then into the channel of a river. that led into a 
larger one two miles off. Halting. here for an hour, we pro.
ceeded, at five, and crossing another ridge for four miles, ar
rived at the great lake just mentioned. This lay east and west, 
and seemed ten miles long; but the snow did not allow its 
breadth to be ascertained. The land was part of Boothia Fe
lix, and there were several low islands at the east end. It w,as 
said to-abound in ·fish ; the salmon entering it from th.e western 

. sea, throug-ha great l'iver. Hence, after walk.ing twelve hours, 
and haying travelled over a distance of eighteen miles,' we 
pitched our tents at its northern side. 1t snowed heavily aU 
this day, and the thermometer was at 30° at noon. 

May 26; we started at one in the morning, and keeping a 
westerly direction, reached the end of the lake in two hours; 
when, passing a ridge of land again, we came to a river called 
after the Crown Princess of Sweden; and having crossed it, ar
rived at the channel of the great river. After a needful halt 
we came to its mouth, which was at the bottom of an inlet thre; 
miles long. It was tbat which "had been formerly surveyed by 
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Commander Ross. The, land was here lUgged and precipitous, 
and, as was here rare, It was somewhat romantic: the place 
wher.e we first stopped was called Padliak; and the eutrance 
of the inlet had been ascertained to be thirty-five miles fl'om 
it, west by north. At this place we saw a herd of twelve rein
deer. 

May 27; here we also found three families of our acquaint
ance, in two huts; but were vexed to learn that Kablala had 
departed some time ago, that I!cmallik's party was beyond 
Neitchillee, and that we had no chance of seeing either. 'Ve 
were glad to find, however, that they had been very successful 
in killing deer last winter; and we bougbt a deer skin and a 
pair of tnmsers, with a skin of oil for fuel, as our own was 
nearly expended. At ten at night we ag'ain started: the plan 
being, that Commander Ross should explore the coast to the 
westward, and myself that to the eastward, returning by Padliak. 
As the former had fifteen days' provisions, I settled that they 
would be able to travel outwards during at least six of those. 
But as I then took leave of them, so must I now defer any ac
count oftheir proceedings tilI the time arrives for giving their 
own report of their journey and its results. After parting, we 
proceeded onward ourselves; first passing an inlet formerly exa
mined, after that a valley witll a river, and then, lastly, Cape 
Isabella, where we arrived at midnight, through very thick and 
foggy weather. 

May 28; we pitched about the middle of Padliak bay; but 
the sun being obscured, could not well make out our course. 
Nevertheless we started at eight, though the men complained 
much of their eyes; guessing our route as well as we could, 
amid the darkness and confusion wbich was produced by tbe 
density oftbe fog. At midnight we arrived at an opening re
sembling that which leads from Padliak to the great lake; 
where, finding no natives, I determined to proceed, as soon as 
we had made the necessary halt, since our provisions were now 
becoming short. But having some time on my hands, in con
sequence, I here repeated the observations which I had fol'
merly made for the purpose of deter.mining the heigbt of tbis 
lake above the level of the sea. 

May 29; our tent was on an elevation whence I could obtain 
a good view as soon as the weather should become clear, but 
there was a gale with snow, lasting all the day. In the evening 
it moderated, and enabled me to see Cape Isabella on the west
ern sea, and the high land of Shag-a-voke to the east; but I 
could not make out whether we had come by.tbe eastern or the 
western lake. Nevertheless we continued our journey, and 
found a tolerable road to the lake which was nearest to us, but· 

y 
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the new and deep snow had so altered the appearance of the 
land, that 1 scarcely rec0gnized any of the objects with which 
I had formerly been so well acquainted. We however contrived 
to make our way to this lake, whichever it was, gladly finding 
on it a snrface far more practicable for travelling than the rough 
ice of the land which we had hitherto laboured through, under 
no small fatigue. Having thus far succeeded in getting upon 
a more agreeable road, if road it might be called, we proceeded 
along its south-eastern side, seeing a great many snow buntings 
in the course of this walk, and well pleased to meet with these 
harbingers of the spring-time of tliis wintry land. A spring, 
indeed, of which the migrations of those and the other animals 
which instinct drives to these regions, is the only sign, since all 
else is deep winter. Why they come, is better known to them
selves than to me, since we could never at this early season 
discover where they found their food; but it is best known to 
Him who directs their flights, and who, as He cannot deceive 
them, has assuredly provided for them those stores which He 
has ordered them to seek, that the table which He thus has 
furnished for them in the wilderness shall not be wasted for 
want of guests. 

May 30; the weather was calm and fine till four, and at eight 
we pitched our tent on the land. having travelled fourteen 
miles, after which it became so thick, that we could not pro
ceed. We however started again at eight, and, after some dif
ficulty, found the valley which led to Sliag-a-vokll. We had 
seen some reindeer and two hares, but could get no o·bserva
tion of the sun. I was more fortunate afterwards in shooting 
two of tbe latter, and a grouse. I here repeated, once more, the 
observations which I had so recently-made for the second time 
00 the altitude of the land at this place, being very desirous to 
know what th" elevation of this tract was above the level of the 
sea. It was a question of more interest than may at first 
appear, since this was a valley, if valley I may term it, which 
formed the most brief and perfect land comlllunication bt:tween 
the eastern and western seas, which, in other circumstanct:s 
and in a very different climate might, under the aid of art, 
l1ave formed that" north-west passage," of which, if I mistake 
not, we now know as much as is soon likely to be known, and 
far more tban will ever be of any use. The result was to 
determine that it was thirteen feet above the level of the west
ern sea. Had tbis reg-ion been thirty degrees further to the south
ward, a canal company might have effected that •• passage" 
which nature has now thought fit to refuse. 

May 31; we crossed the gulf of Shag-a-voke at one in the 
morning, and left the boat for Commander Ross's party. 
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George Baxter, one of the men, was ill; but bemg much 
lightened by leaving this load, we contrived to proceed, and 
pitched, our tent on the sea, about twenty-six miles from the 
ship,at seven o'clock. It soon came to blow hard, with snow, 
and as ·we could not get our bed skins dried, were not very 
comfortable" though well sheltered from the storm. 

This ,was near the place where we had encamped last year; 
and we could now trace the difference between the former and 
the present state of things; while what we saw was by no 
means flattering to our future progress. At that time, the land 
was nearly bare, and now it was deeply clothed with snow, 
wllile the thermometer was also ten degrees lower. It had then 
been covered with pools, and there was now not a drop of water 
to be procured; while, even on the rocks, where it should have 
abounded, all was ice. The only hope which we had to bal
ance against this sinister aspect, was, that the storms might 
break up the sea ice in the bay, and thus bring on our liberation 
sooner than now seemed very likely. 

After noon it moderated, and the snow ceased, while it was 
succeeded by frost. It was therefore resolved to make an effort 
to reach the ship, as the wind was behind us; for which end I 
proceeded in advance, that I might send my party assistance 
from the men who had remained on board. With all my efforts 
!lOwever, I did not sncqeed in arriving at onr home until ten. 
I had been tempted to pursue a deer, an object well worth a 
chase to us, and as the road was now very bad, from the state 
of the ice, I also experienced many severe falls, adding to this 
delay. It blew a gale when I arrived, and was very thick. 
'fhe men whom I had left made their appearance at two, having 
left the sledge on the way. They were all ili,ior utterly fatigued: 
I was the only one of the party who was quile well. Thus ended 
ajourney which had lasted from the seventeenth of the month 
of May till its termination. . 

During this walk, I had a further opportunity of comparing 
the uncommon severity of the present season with the state of 
the preceding. I had found no clear water along the shore, 
while it had been abundant last year at the same period: not a 
single bird was to be seen ton the precipices, while, in the for
mer spring, they had occupied their breeding places and were 
abundant; a mark, I need scarcely say, of a winter, in severity 
and duration, which does not only relate to the climate in which 
we now were, but to that from which these animals migrate; 
thus indicating the prevalence of a bad and protracte<l._cold 
season over all the regions of northern America. 

The J ourualkept on board during my absence is merely that 
of the weather, and does not require to be detailed. For both, 
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for the absent and those at home, the circumstances were 
nearly the same; and the several sick men were better. 

The summary of May does not present much. Its weather 
had been a great contrast to that ofthe same month in the last 
year. The sun had scarcely made any impression on the snow 
and no water had yet been seen. The maximum temperature 
had .been plus 36°, the lowest minus 16°,and the mtan plus 
16". Commander Ross's first journey had determincd that 
there was no passage into the western sea at Awatutyak and 
tQerefore none to the southward of 72°. This journey had been 
a very unfortunate one for the mate Taylor, who was expected 
to lose part of his right foot; and the rest were so much fatigued 
that they were scarcely recovered in fourteen days. The 
report of health for this month is therefore an unpleasant one; 
but there was no threatening of scurvy, and to this, the supplies 
of fish, procured from the natives, had essentially contributed. 

My own journey had enabled me to extend the geography of 
this part of the country, in spite of the obstacles produced by 
the weather, which had also prolonged the)ntended eight days 
to eleven. Game, it may be remarked, was still rare; and this 
was a more interesting matter as related to the season, than as 
concerned our amusement or our supplies.. The southern 
animals were indeed migrating to the northward, but in no 
great numbers; and tlley were the calendar of the spring, as 
I have already remarked, if indeed we 11ad not warning 
enough, in the surrounding waste of snow, that it was not yet 
arrived. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

TllANSACTlONS IN JUNE-RETURN OF COMMANDER ROS'S FROM HIS 
EXPEDITION. 

JUNE I; 1831. The weather was cold on this day and the fol
lowillg, and on the latter it was stormy. June 2; the sledg'e 
was brought in from the place where it had been left. The 
thermometer sankto 190. We sh(,lUld not have occasion, it was 
now hoped, to register its negative scale, for some time to come. 

It was a bad commencement of this month, to find that it 
had beeome necessary to amputate part of the foot of the mate, 
Taylor, which was mortified. This was accordingly performed 
by the surg'eon, with credit to both parties; that of suffering 
well, to the patient. The other frost-hitten men seemed likely to 
escape for a trifling sore or two. 

On this I must be allowed to make a remark: it is not intend
ed for the purpose of praising my own management, but that 
future travellers in northern climates, not less than navigators 
like ourselves, may see what a very little care and attention can 
effect. It is very certain, that no travellers, under any circum
stances, nor any navigators, among all those who have wintered 
in northern. climates, have ever encountered the winters of a 
country more severe in iits temperature and its storms, nor in 
the duration of such low temperatures, and the frequency of 
such storms. Thus was it our lot to pass, not one winter·or one 
year, far less one or a few months? as most of those who have 

. experienced the cold of these chmates have done, but a long 
succession of years, of which I may safely say, that nearly the 
whole is one long winter; while, with little exception, as the re
cords of our long detention in the ice shows, those years were 
e.ven in this ever wintry climate, seasons of uncommon severity: 

N or were we sparing of our toils out of doors, as my journal 
Las every where proved. Our men, like ourselves, travelled 
as much as was requisite, and laboured in the open air, without 
restriction or fear, on every object and for every purpose that 
our duties demanded, even as if we had been in England. No 
service was ever shunned or countermanded, from fears of the 
weather, except under those very pecllliar circumstances which 



348 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

I llave always pointed out whenever they occurred. How truly 
this is the fact, may easily be gathered from the whole of this 
narrative, since it is that simple statement from which all may 
draw the conclusions to which it is nevertheless incumbent on 
me to point their attention, while it is not my desire to do 
more. 

What then was the temperature, or rather what werethe tem
peratures, during these protracted seasons of almost one long 
and nearly unparalleled winter of four years? The reader ofthis 
narrative has seen them recorded on almost every day. He 
has seen that the freezing point was nearly a summer heat to 
us, that a cold of zero was the" temperate," I may almost call 
it, of our seasons, and that if we were cold, it was because the 
thermometer stood from thirty even to fifty, sixty, eighty degrees, 
under the freezing point. 

Had we storms of wind and snow, did our men encounter 
them in their several journe)'s, face the gale and the drift, and 
fall asleep in a bouse of ice, even when exhausted by fatigue, 
and weakened too by want of sufficient food? All this has been 
seen. It has been seen that we were oftcn far under-fed, and I 
have shown, what all know, how this conduces to the injurious 
effects of cold on the body. Yet under all these exposures, all 
these labours, all these privations, and all repeated and enduring 
through the long space of four years, one man alone was frost
bitten, one man suffered the loss of a foot, wbile that loss was 
the consequence of his own inattention, and notbing- else. It 
must not thrn be said that men cannot be protected from thes~ 
accidents, even under the worst of circumstances. I boast of no 
secreLq, the commonest precautions sufficed, and thosr precau
tions are in everyone's power. Let the crew which I broug-ht 
back to their homes say whether those cares sufficed ur not. 

The third and fourth were unaltered, and we were not very 
busy. The Sunday was marked by nothing but divine service: 
but we had preparrd, on the previous day, for an expedit.ion on 
Monday, and eveIY thing was therefore kept in readiness. 

In the evening, the surgeon and a party wrnt forward with 
the sledge, seven miles in advance; but it blew a gale on the 
following day, with heavy snow, so that we could not set out. 
We attempted it next night: but a strong breeze with snow 
coming in our faces, we did not reach the sledge till six in Ithe 
morning. The sun then burst out suddenly at nine; wbicb so 
blinded us that we were obliged to pitch our tent three miles 
only, forward, near the rock which we had compared to Ailsa. 

At eight in the evening we resumed our march to the soutb
westward; and passing inside the islands, reached a precipice' 
twenty miles from the ship, formerly noticed for the gulls which 
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frequented it, where we saw the first that had arrived this sea
son. A mile further we found two native tents, and were 
invited· in by some of our old acquaintances; though they were 
taken by surprise. and all in bed, with little discrimination of 
wives, husbands, and children. Two of the young men inform
ed us that they were on their way to the ship with fish; pro
mising further that they would supply us during the summer. 
They had heard of Commander Ross, but had not seen him, 
and bad observed our pantoon without meddling with it. They 
were directed te the ship, and we parted. 

June 9; a thick fog came on, but we had our own former 
tracks and those of the natives to guide us. At eight we reached 
Shag-a-voke and pitched on the shore, as the sun's lighLwas 
once more too strong to bear. I left the intended stock of pro
visions for Commander Ross, with a note, and erected a cairn 
and a flagstaff with the necessary directions. As the fog again 
prevented me from examining into any thing, we turned our 
steps homeward. 

June 10; the tracks of the natives which we followed, showed 
tbat they had no sledges, but were dragging their things on 
skins; and, at five, we pitched at our former place, where, at 
last, we found water to drink: after which I left them, that I 
might send aid from the ship, in consequence of which I arrived 
three hours before thcm. I found that the two natives had heen 
there, hut had not brought the fish: they were to come the next 
day. Of the reports of the ship during our absence I need 
only remark, that the ice· hole had been cut through, and found 
to contain seventeen inches in thickness of new ice. 

June 11; the party with the sledge arrived, and long after, 
those who had been sent to meet and assist them; having 
missed the place. The welcome natives came at eight, bringing 
ninety-seven pounds of fish, consisting; chiefly ofsmall cod, and 
cQalfish, with a little salmon, besides a hear-skin and some 
clothing. The women came afterwards, and were admitted 011 

deck, as Saturday was an inconvenient day to receive them 
below. More fish were promised on the following day. 

At five in the morning of Sunday, there arose a furious snow
storm from the westward, which lasted for sixteen hours. Not
withstanding this, after divilJ:l service, the promised party came 
with their fish and clothing and. some other articles. After this 
I took them into the cabin, and read to them some portions of 
scripture from the Esquimaux bible which I had received 'It 
Holstein borg. This, which I scarcely expected, they seemed tv 
comprehend; listening with great attention, and correcting my 
pronunciation, while making me repeat snch words as seemed 
obscure, till they understood {he ,meaning. I then read the 
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creed and the Lord's prayer from Egede's: book, which seemed 
equally intelligible. as far at least as the words were concerned. 
To confirm my belief of this, I read to them from Egede's vo
cabulary also, and was then satisfied that they understood his 
words better than the more recent ones which have been print
ed. They were not sufi'ered to depart without a meal of fish; 
promising to return. It was in vain to be anxious to know 
what they thought of what they had heard, or whether they 
comprehended its purpose; since we wp,re not far enough ad
vanced in their language for such an attempt as this. 

This I had much occasion to regret. . I neither speak as a 
fanatic, nor did I ever entertain romantic notions of the per
fectibility of savage nations; still less being given to suppose 
that any human power can ingraft a reasoIlable and efficient re
ligion on men who have never exerted their reason: who are 
deficient in every thing on which a rational faith, as well as a 
sound practice, can he founded, and who, I may safely say it, 
have in them little of man but what is found in those who ap
proach most nearly to the pure animal nature. Yet even there, 
God has not felt himself without a witness, strange as the de
monstrations of this may often be. More than this, however, 
is what I should have uesired to see, but that I had not the 
means of discovering. Did they comprehend any thing of aU 
that I attempted to explain? explaining the simplest things in 
the simplest manner that I could devise. I could not conjec
ture. Should I have gained more had I better understood their 
language? I have much reason to doubt. That they have a 
moral Jaw of some extent "written in the heart," I could not 
doubt, (and I have said so elsewhere,) as numerous traits of 
their conduct show; but beyond this, I could satisfy m)'self of 
nothing, nor did these efforts. and many more, enable me to 
conjecture aught worth recording, respecting their opinions on 
the essential points from which I might have presumed on a 
religion. 1 was obliged at present to abandon the attempt, and 
I was inclined to despair. 

June 13; at five in the morning. Commander Ross returned 
with his party, and all in good health; the natives took leave, 
on their return to N eitchillee to fish fOT us. I shall not make 
any abstract of the narrative of this expedition, but give it in 
the words of that officer himself. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

COMMANDER ROSS'S NARRATIVE-HIS JOURNEY FOR ASCERTAINING 
THE PLACE OF THE NORTH MAGNETIC POLE-OBSERVATIONS FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF ASSIGNING ITS FLACE, AND DEDUCTIONS FROIiI 
THOSE. . 

1831. HAVING given to tlle Royal Society a paper on the subject 
of the North Magnetic Pole. which they have done me the 
honour to print, I need not here rt'peat the preliminary or other 
general remarks which it contains, but confine thi~ narrative, as 
I have done my former ones, to the facts and reflections which 
occurred during our voyage and our travelling: thus conform
ing to the journal character of the volume in which I have 
borne the share assigned to me. If there are scientific readers 
who desire to see what I have written on this subject since my 
return, they will find it in the Philosophical 'rransactions for 
18.'34. 

It must be known to many more readers than those, that the 
subject here in question had engaged the attention of our pre
decessors, Parry and Franklin, during their several voyages 
and travels in these regions for those purposes of gevgraphical 
discovery which are now so familiar to everyone. If all gene
ral praise of these conspicuous men is now superfluous, I must 
here however remark, that the numerous and accurate obser
vations on . the subject of magnetism, made by them and the 
officers under their command, have proved ofgrt'atvalue towar~s 
the advancement of magnetic science in general, if more partI
cularly to the assignment of the laws by which that of the globe, 
as it regards the needle, is regulated. 

The geographical restrictions, however, to which these dis
coveries had been subjected, were such as to prevent them 
from extending their observations over so large a space as was 
to be desired. They had at different times made nearer ap
proximations to:the expected place of the North magnetie pole 
than had ever before been effected, but the spot where it ought 
to exist had been a sealed place to them: more than once tan
talizing with hopes which, it was destined, were not then to be 
fulfilled. Observations were still wanting at other and nearer 
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points to this de~ired and almost mysterious spot; that its place 
might be at least assigned with still more security and precision 
than it had been from those already made, that, if possible, the 
observer might even assure himself that he had reached it, had 
placed his needle where no deviation fmm the perpendicular 
was assignable, and had so set his foot that it now lay between 
him and the centre of the earth. 

These hopes were at length held out to us; we had long been 
drawing near to this point of so many desires and so many 
anxieties, we had conjectured and calculated, once more, its 
place, from many observations and from nearer approaches than 
had ever yet been made, and with our now acquired knowledge 
of the land on which we stood, together with the power of tra
velling held out to us, it at last seemed certain that this pro
blem was reserved for us, that we should triumph over all diffi
culties, and plant the standard of England on the North mag
netic pole, on the keystone of all these labours and observa
tions. 

Under the determinations ofthe navigators who had preceded 
us, the place of this importaut spot had been calculated, and 
with a degree of precision, as it afterwards proved, far g,reater 
than could have been expected. At the time of our departure 
from England, it was presumed to be situated in 70° of north 
1atitude, and in 980 30' of west longitude. Thus it appeared, 
that in the course of my land journey to the westward in tIle 
preceding year (1830), I had beef.! within ten miles of this as
signed place, wben near Cape Felix: but, as I was not then 
provided with the necessary instruments, I could do nothing 
towards verifying the fact, and had the mortification of being 
obliged to return, when thus, as 1 believed, on the point of ac
complishing tbis long wished-for object. 

We bad now, however, been compelled to pass another win
ter in our ship, not far from the place which we had occnpied 
in the former year, and I thus hoped that I should be abJe to 
investigate this spot more effectually in tbe coming spring. 
With this view I carried on a series of magnetic observations 
during the winter, and thus at length sucCleeded in assigning a 
place for this magnetic pole which I believed to be much more 
accurate than the one which had previously been supposed. 
The dip of the needle at the place of observation exceeded 890, 
and it was thus a much nearer approximation in distance than 
had yet been attained. 

May 27; these observations were continued till within a few 
hours of our departure from tbe ship, on a journey which was 
undertaken for this sole purpose, and we set out on our expedi
tion, accDmpanied_.by Captain Ross and a party under bis di-
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rection, as far as the shores of the western ocean, when they 
separated from us for the purpose of returning to the ship by 
the way of Neitchillee. _ 

Unfortunately, however, the weather became so very unfa
vourable that I could no longer continue these magnetic obser
vations: and this vexatious state of Hings attended us during 
nearly the whole of our journey across the country. We were, 
nevertheless, obliged to persist, as it was impossible to wait for 
better weather when our time was always so much contracted 
by the state of our supplies. At three in the afternoon of the 
same day, therefore, we crossed to the opposite shore of the in
let into which the Stanley river flows, and travelled along the 
land towards the west until eight in the morning of the twenty
eighth, when we were compelled to halt, in consequence of the 
ophthalmia, which, from the usual cause, had severely affected 
four of our party. We had gained but ten miles, and our en
campment was made in latitude 69° 34' 45", and longitude 
940 54' 23" west. 

The weather now became fine for a time, and I was thus en
abled to obtain some very satisfactory observations: hy which 
I found that the magnetic dip had increased to 89c 41' north, 
and that the north end of the horizontal needle pointed to north 
57c west. By means of these observations, therefore, I was en
abled to determine both the direction in which we must pro
ceed, and the distance that lay between us and the great object 
in view, as far at least as this latter could be made out through 
our instruments and the calculations founded on what they had 
indicated. I need not say how thankful I was for this fortunate 
if temporary, clearing of the weather, since it thus placed us in 
ihe right track, and served to encourage even the weary and the 
ailing, by showing them that the end of their toils was not far 
ofl'. . 

But for their sakes, that I might both give them rest and in
spire them with greater courage, I determined to remain here 
during the rest of the day, and to repeat the observatlons; while 
by this I should also obtaiu for myself the greatev assurance 
that we were in the right course, especially as I could not 
henceforward expect any assistance for this purpose from the 
horizontal needle. 

It was not till the evening of tllis day, therefore, that we re
sumed our journey. The coast from this place took a western 
direction, and we proceeded along a low shore of limestone, 
ending a walk, rendered unusuallylab01jjpus by the inefficiency 
of two of the men, in latitude 69C 40' 27", and longitude 95c 22' 
85" west. Of the geological structure of this part of the 
country, I now find· that I have little to say but what has so 
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often been described before; and may therefore suppress the 
particulars which I noted at the time, since the result was to 
find the land, wherever I saw it, formed of the same primary 
rocks that we had so often examined, skirted or covered by the 
usual bed of stratified limestone. , 

The evcning proved very cold when we renewed our journey 
at nine in the evening. and the tllermometer fell to zero soon 
after midnight, while a kecn north-west wind blew in our faces. 
We neverthelcss persisted in coasting the land; examining all 
the inlets and harhours which occurred, and thus materially 
expending our time and increasing our labour. 

Having at length completed a direct distance of about twelve 
miles, we halted, at eight in the morning of the thirtieth of 
May, in latitude 69C 46' 25", and longitude 950 49' 11" west. 
At half-aftcr nine in the evening we again set out; but a thick 
haze, accompanied by occasional showers of snow, compelled 
me to lead the party along all the windings and indentations of 
tbe coast, that I might perform the remainder of that survey 
which, under such weather, I could execute in no other 
manner. 

Soon after midnight, however, it cleared; and, ascending a 
high point of land, Iobtaint'd a fine view of the inlet, which 
was now covered, as far as the eye could discern, with an un
broken surface of level ice, replacing the hummocky and irre
gular masses that had been packed into it when I passed along 
the oppositc shore in the June of the preceding year. This was 
a proof that, in the latter part, at least, of that summer, th is 
inlet had been free from ice, and might then have been easily 
navigated had we been on the spot at that time. How much 
we all regretted this, I need scarcely say. Instead of a labo
rious walk, with the hazard, at the same time, of want or star
vation, we should have been comparatively at our ease in all 
respects; while I might then, not only have pursued my inves
tigations in security and comfort, so as to lJave assigned the 
absolute and exact place of the magnetic pole, but should pro
bably have been enabled to trace the American shore much 
further towards Cape Turnagain than it was my fortune to do. 
We encamped at cight in the morning of the thirty-first, hav
ing completed thirteen miles. 

'Ve were now within fourteen miles of the calculated posi
tion of the magnetic pole; and my anxiety, therefore, did not 
permit me to do, or endure any thing which might delay my 
arrival at the long wisJled-for spot. I resolved, in consequence, 
to leave behind the greater part of our baggage and provisions, 
and to take onwards nothing more than was strictly necessary, 
lest bad weather or other accidents should he added to delay, or 
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'Iest unforeseen circnmstances, still more untoward, sbould de
prive me entirely of the high gratification which I could not 
but look to in' accomplishing this most desired object. 

\Ve commenced, therefore, a rapid march, compa,rative y 
disencumbered as we now were; and, persevering with all ol:&r 
might, we reached the calculated place at eig'ht in the morning 
of the first of June, I believe I must leave it to others to ima
gine tbe elation of mind with which we found ourselves now at 
length arrived at this great object of our ambition: it almost 
seemed as if we bad accomplished every thing that we had 
Gome so far to see and to do; as if our voyage and all its la
bours were at an end, and that nothing now remained for us 
but to return home and be happy for the rest of our days, 
They were after-thoughts which told us that we had much yet 
to endure and much to perform, and they were thoughts which 
did not then intrude; could they have done so, we should 
have ca!!t them aside, under our prcsent excitement: we were 
happy, and desired to remain so as long as we could. 

The land at this place is very low near the coast, but it rises 
into ridges of fifty or sixty feet high about a mile inland. We 
could have wished that a place so important had possessed 
more of mark or note. It was scarcely censurable to regret 
that there was not a mountain to indicate a spot to which So 
much of interest must ever be attacbed; and I could even have 
pardoned anyone among us who had been 50 romantic or ab
surd as to expect that tbe magnetic pole was an object a~ con
spicuous and mysterious as the fabled mountain of Sin bad, that 
it even was a mountain of iron, or a magnet as large as Mont 
Blanc. But Nature had here erected no monument to denote 
the spot which she had chosen as the cenlre of one of her great 
and dark powers; and where we could do little ourselves to-' 
wards this end, it waS our business to submit, and to be content 
in noting by mathematical numbers and signs, as with things 
of far more importance in the terrestrial system, what we could 
but it! distinguish in any other manner. 

We were, however, f(Htunate in here finding some huts of 
Esq uimaux, that had not long been abandoned. U nconsciOU5 of. 
the value which not only we, but all the civilized world, at
tached to this place, it would have been a vain attempt on our 
part to account to them for:our delight, had they been pre
sent. It was better for us that they were not; ~ince we thus 
took possession of their works, and were thence enabled to 
establish our observations with the greater ease; encamping 
at six in the evening on a point of land about half a mile 
to the westward of those abandoned snow houses. 

The necessary observations were immediately commenced, 
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and tlley were continued througllOut this and the greater part 
of the following day. Of these, the details for the purposes of 
science have been since communicated to the Royal Society; as 
a paper containing all that philosophers require on the subject 
bas now also been printed in their Transactions. 

But it will gflJ.tify general curiosity to state the most conspi
cuous results in a simple an!1 popular manner. The place of 
the observatory was as near to the magnetic pole as tbe limited 
means which I possessed enabled me to determine. The 
amount of the dip, as indicated by my dipping needle, was 
890 59', being thus within one minute of the vertical; .while the 
proximity at least of this pole, if not its actual existence where 
we stood, was further confirmed by the action, or rather by the 
total inaction of the several horizontal needles then in'my pos
session. These were suspended in the most delicate manner 
possible, but there was not one which showed the slig'htest ef
fort to move from the position in which it was placed: a fact, 
which even the most moderately informed of readers must now 
know to be one which proves that the centre of attraction lies 
at a very small horizontal distance, if at any. 

As soon as I had satisfied my own mind on this subject, I 
made known to the party this gratifying result of all our joint 
labours; and it was then, that amidst mutual congratulations, 
we fixed the British flag on the spot, and took possession of the 
North Magnetic Pole and its adjoining territory, in the name 
of Great Britain and King William the Fourth. We had 
abundance of matelials for building, in the fragments of lime
stone that covered the beach; and we therefore erected a cairn 
of some magnifude, under which we buried a canister, contain
ing a record of the interesting fact: only regretting that we had 
not the means of constructing a pyramid of more importance, 
and of strength sufficient to withstand the assaults ot time and 
of the Esquimaux. Had it been a pyramid as large as that of 
Cheops, I am not quite sure that it would have done more than 
satisfy our ambition, under the feelings of that exciting day. 
The latitude of this spot is 70° 5' 17", and its longitude 96" 46' 
45" west. 

This subject is much too interesting, even to general readers 
to permit the omission of a few other remarks relating to th~ 
scientific part of this question, desirous as I have been of pass
ing over or curtailing these. During our absence, Professor 
Barlow had laid down all the curves of equal variation to with
in a few degrees of the point of their concurrence; leaving that 
point, of course, to be determined by observation, should such 
observation ever fall within the power of navigators. It was 
most gratifying to find, on our return, that the place which I 
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had thus examined was precisely that one where these curves 
should have coincided in a centre, had they been protracted on 
his magnetic, chart; and if I do not here state these particulars 
in a more full and scientific manner, it is because of the limits 
which I have drawn for myself, and because I can refer to his 
paper, which was read to the Royal Society six months before 
our arrival in Eng'land. 

One further remark I must yet be permitted to make; since 
in relating what has been done, it would leave an important 
question imperfect did I not also note what remains to De ef
fected. 

It has been seen, that as far as our instruments can be trust
ed, we had placed ourselves within one minute of the magnetic 
pole, but had not fixed on the precise spot; presuming that 
this precise point could be determined by such instruments as 
it is now within the power of mechanics to con8truct. The 
scientific reader has been long aware of this; if popular con
ve'rsation gives to this yoyage the credit of haying' placed its 
flag on the very point, on the summit of that mysterious pole 
which it perhaps views as a visible and tangible reality, it can 
now correct itself as it may please; but in such a case, while a 
little laxity is of no moment, the very nonsense of the belief 
gives an interest to the subject which the soher truth could not 
have done. 

To determine that point, with greater, or with absolute preci
sion (if indeed such precision be attainable), it would be neces
sary to have the co-operation of diJI'erent observers, at different 
distances, and in different directions, from the calculated place: 
while, to ohtain all the interesting results which these must he 
expected to furnish, such labours should also be carried on for 
a considerable time. What these several expectations a.re, I 
need not h'ere say, since the subject is, in this view, somewhat 
too abstruse for popular readers; though I may barely allude 
to the diurnal and annual motions of the needle, and to the 
variations in the place of the pole itself, with the consequent 
deductions that might be made as to the future in this respect: 
all of them being of the highest importance in the theory of 
magnetism, 

Having thus therefore stated, however briefly, what yet re
mains for future ohservation, having pointed out what, I may 
fearlessly say, is still wanting, and which, as such, claims the 
attention of those who have the power of promoting a work of 
this nature, I can only express my wishes, if I dare not indulge 
in hopes, that the same nation which has already carried its 
discoveries so far, that our own Britain which has alrcady esta
blished its supremacy in scientific and geographical researches, 
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will not now abandon tllf'm, and leave to others to reap the 
uop of which it has in this case sown the seeds. Tha1the 
place for the needful observations is now far more accessible 
than it was bnce supposed, has been proved by our own voyage 
~nd its results; so that the main difficulty is at least levelled, 
and the readiest excuse that could have been olTered is no 
longer of any weigbt. 

The chief object of our present expedition having thus been 
accomplished in a manner even more satisfactory tban we could 
iJave expected, and in a shorter time also than we had much 
right to anticipate, I became desirous to extend our knowledge 
of the country as much further to the northward as the state of 
our time, and of our finances, if 1 may give this name to our 
provisious, would permit. Unluckily, the latter would not al
low me to devote more than one day to this object. I could 
only wish that we had been better stored with the means of 
travelling; but, as on all former oCl)asions of a similar nature, 
it was idle to regret what no contrivarrce on our part could have 
remedied. Oh that men could live without food! was a wish 
that had never failed to obtrude itself on every such occasion. 

I therefore left the party in their little snow camp, under the 
care of Blanky, and proceeded with Abernethy, at eleven in 
this our day-like night, along that shore which here stretches to 
the northward. After some very quick walking, we arrived, 
by three in the morning, at a point of more than ordinary ele
vation. We dared not venture further, for the reasons just as
signed: but hence we saw the line of the coast stretching out 
due north to the distance of ten or twelve miles; while I then 
also concluded that it preserved, in all probability, the same 
direction as faJ' as Cape Walker in latitude 740 15'. Here we 
erected a cairn of stones, to mark the utmost limits of our inves
tigations in this quarter, and, returning (homewards, rejoined 
our companions at eight in tht' morning. 

In our absence, a hole had been cut through the ice for the 
purpQse of examining its thickness, which was found to be six 
feet and eight inches. The time of high water had been ob
served to be a quarter of an hour after noon, and the rise and 
fall of the tide somewhat less than three feet. 

We had not been an hour in our hut before the wind shifted 
to the southward, bringing on thick weather, with snow; on 
which the thermometer rose to the freezing point. The cold, 
therefore, no longer annoyed us; but the consequence was as 
vexatious,' or even more ,tormenting, since the snow of our huts 
melted under this temperature and that of onr bodies, so as to 
wet us in a very disagreeable manner. It soon also blew a hard 
gale; but as that became more moderate about eleven o'clock, 
we commenced ourreturn to the ship. , 
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For this haste in setting out, we had the best of reasons; being 
without any thing to eat, as we had departed supper/ess, until 
we could reach the place where we had left our baggage and 
provisions; hoping all the while, and not without ample cause, 
that no bear, or no equally hungry and more gormandizing na
tive, had discovered that 8toreon which we depended for many 
suppers and many breakfasts. We reached it, and found all 
intact, on the morning of the third, at seven o'clock. 

The gale had now renewed itself; and it at length blew a 
storm, with so much drifting snow that it was impossible to think 
of proceeding for the present. About one in :the morning of the 
fourth, it however moderated so far as to permit us to move; 
and as we had examined all the shore on this route, in our pro
gress forward, we now met with no cause to interfere with such 
rapidity as we could exert. Thus we reached the place of our 
former encampment at ten in the morning of the fifth. 

There was now less than ever to delay us, as we had seen all 
that this line of coast cQuld offer, and had done every thing that 
was to he effected. Our walk ,was, therefore, as much without 
note as without interruption, during two days; nor was l sorry 
that I had not to record occurrences and remarks which had 
.long ceased to interest myself, as they must often have appeared 
tiresome to the readers, equally of my journal, and of that of 
Captain Ross, indispensable as their relation has been. 

But I must nevertheless note, that on the sixth, in the morn
iug, we encamped on the spot where we had formerly bee~ 
detained by the blindness of some of our party, already noticeC;i~ 
and that I here repeated the magnetic observations which Iliad 
made in the same place during our progress forward, confirming 
by them that accuracy of which it was so important,to be 
assured. Here also I had an opportunity of examining my 
chronometer; and was gratified to find that it had preserved a 
steady rate, since it was the watch by wlJich I had determined 
the longitudes on the coast which we had now quitted. 

At nine in the evening we crossed over to the sDuth-east 
point of the inlet: but the ice being very mgg'ld, and some of 
the party lame, we did not reach it till seven in the morning ot 
the seventh. At two on this morning the thermometer was at 
only four degrees above zero: that being a severity of tempera
ture which we had never before experienced at the same peri0d 
of the year. 

On the evening of this day, at seven, we set forward once 
more towards the now well-known Neitchillee, having chos!'m 
this road for returning to the ship. During this route, and 
early on the following morning, we arrived at a place where we 
found a large party of the natives assembled; the situation in 

z 
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question being about three miles westward of Cape Isabella. 
They were busily occupied in fishing; and their prey consisted 
of two species of cod. These they took through some holes 
which they had made in the ice for that purpose; and we dis
covered from them, that this fishery was a very productive one. 
Our ~pplication for a supply was readily granted, and it proved 

. a very welcome one to all of us, limited, both in quantity and 
quality, as we had now been for some days. 

From this, after resting about two hours, we proceeded no
wards tc Cape Isabella, and encamped at eight in the morning .. 
But a dense fog now came on, with the effect of rendering our 
route very uncertain, as it also made the travelling difficult. This 
we endured as we could, entertaining better hopes for the:fo]]ow
ing morning; when, at six, we again set out, being as soon as 
was practicable, and encamped near Padliak; having found it 
utterly impossible to travel any further at this time, in conse
quence of the increased density of the fog. 

But towards noon it cleared away; and this horrible mist, 
bad enough in a known country, but incredibly worse amid 
such obstructions as the surface her!' for ever presents, and 
where there is no guide but a compass, was succeeded by bright 
and brilliant weather. The sun shone forth, in consequence, 
with such power, that we obtained abundance of water from the 
streams which ran from the rocks and lodged in the pools 
formed among them: a far more acceptable supply than it is 

. easy for readers to conceive, as it may, perhaps, surprise them 
to be told that it was the first natural water that we had ob
tained during this year, though it now wanted but a few days 
of Midsummer. Is there aught that can convey a deeper im
pression of the state apd nature of this most atrocious climate? 
I[ there be, I know flOt well what it is. 

I[ I here also obtained some magnetic observations, as'I had 
before done at Cape Isabella during this returning journey, they 
are matter for an appendix, as far as the present observations 
are concerned, the paper in the Transactions of the Royal So
ciety to which I have already alluded, will give complete infor
mation to all those who may be interested in this subject. We 
proceeded along the valley of Padliak at ten 0' clock, and reached 
the great middle lake, so often described, about midnight. 
Then coasting along its southern shore till nine in the morn
ing of the tenth, we halted on the northern point of a small 
inlet, putting up some ~rouse, and seeing a number of deer un
der the pursuit of a wolf. 

At ten in the evening, according to our usual plan, which 
advantageously turned day into night, we directed OUT course 
to the north-east corner of this lake, in order to ascertain whe-
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ther there was -any riverwl1ichcomIIiunicated between Hland 
its neighbour, so as to discharge this collection of waters )nto 
the sea. Thus it proved, and we thence ascertained :,that 
to be a fact which had formerly been only a matter of conjec
ture. 

At three in the morning of the eleventh, we arrived, in this 
our homeward progress, at another place, now familiar from its 
having been a spot of rest during more than one of our former 
journeys; but it presented at this time a very different appear
ance from what it had done on the corresponding day in the 
preceding year. At the same place, during that journey, we 
had been obliged to wade knee-deep in water nearly two miles, 
in crossing to the head of the inlet Shag-a-voke. At present 
all was solid ice, there was not a drop of water any where to be 
st'en, nor was there the slightest mark to indicate the commence
ment of a thaw. Can it be believed that there were but ten 
days to Midsummer, that all was still hard winter, and that 
winter in the middle, I may almost say, of summer: a season 
such as the January of our own native land seldom sees. 

It was no small satisfaction for hard-worked men and hungry 
stomachs, to find on the opposite shore of this inlet, some pro
visions which had been deposited for us by Captain Ross; and, 
faking possession of them we crossed the two next lakes and en
camped, at six in the :evening, near the head of the bay into 
which their water finds its exit. 

Here we were detained by a heavy storm from the soutb-wt'st 
until noon on tht' twelfth of June, when it began to moderate, 
and tempted us to proceed on our now last day of labour; the 
ship being at length within our reach. But our attempt proved 
vain. The gale was soon renewed with increased violence, and 
the snow drifted so densely as to entirely blind jlS to our way, 
so that we were compelled, in spite of all our efforts and wishes, 
to halt and encamp at nine on the following morning. It was 
an unusual disappointment. If we had on many former occa
sions been as wearied, as hungry, and as anxious to reach our 
companions and our home, we had now more interesting news 
to relate than had ever occurred to us before; but we were to 
exert our patience, at least this once more, and exerted it 
was. 

But this trial of our tempers was not destined to be very dura
ble. The gale at length moderated so far, that we could con
trive to see and find our way; and having but ten miles remain
ing, we besthTed ourselves in proportion, even till midnight; 
when, after as much hard labour as we could well_manage, and 
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might not have endured if not under such a stimulus, we neared 
our home; still labouring with all our power till we. found our~ 
selves at length, and once more, on board the Victory, at fivein 
the morning of the thirteenth of June. We had been absent 
twenty-eight {lays. If we were fatigued and extenuated, who 
could be surprised? but excepting petty griev<).nces, we were all 
iu g'lod health. - . 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

·REMARKS 'ON THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE MAGNETIC POLE. 

1 HAVE not hitherto thought it necessary to add any of my 
own remarks to the several journals of Commander Ross: if 
I do that on the present occasion, it is becaus'e I have re
served all my own magnetic observations for an appendix, so 
that no opportunity of noticing the important question of the 
Magnetic Pole has occurred in my own journal. 

It might thus have even appeared to the readers of our joint 
narratives, as if I had taken no personal-interest in this inves
tigation: it might possibly be supposed, that in deputing to my 
active and intelligent nephew, the entire charge of the zoology 
and botany of this region, I had equally referred to his guid
ance and labours, every matter of science, and contented my
self with the management alone of tIle ship and its crew. 

A popular feeling, alluded to in this journal, which supposes 
some profound mysteries to belong to the magnetic pole, and 
some singular miracle, or peculiar good fortune, or marvellous 
depth of science concerned in its discovery, as if we had unex
pectedly found a mountain of adamant or some other wonder 
never witnessed, has thus also tended to make this product of 
our voyage a subject of discussions which are entirely mis
placed, and can only be corrected by a clearer and simple 
view of the subject. 

That the VJyage of the Victory bas assigned tbe place of this 
particular magnetic pole within at least a Vt'ry small distance, 
has been seen; or should I be surprised if it shall hereafter 
prove, that my energetic and philosophical officer had placed 
llis foot on the very spot, notwithstandin!(" his own doubts; 
since every man of science, acquainted with the practical,diffi
culties of this subject, whether arising from the imperfection of 
instruments, or aught else, must know how doubtful or uncer
tain a truly exact determination of this nature must be, and 
bow easily he may have been right, even when doubting of 
this himself. 

As his narrative has already observed, the supposed place 
bad been lqog since indicated by many experiments on the 
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dip and the variation I)f the needle, and, most of all, through 
those performed by the personal attention or under the direc
tion of Sir Edward Parry. Thus was it known to us, that 
while we had advanced further into this country thau the iII
fortune of this officer had permitted him to do, so were we 
]]earer to this presumed point, indicated as it had been by 
these observations, and others, and by the calculations founded 
on them. I· know not that we should even have felt greater 
confidence on this subject had we left England with the know
ledge of Professor Barlow's calculations, gratifying as it was, 
after our return, to find bow exactly his determination from a 
sound theory had coincided with our own observations near to 
and at the very place itself. 

While, therefore. this object was among those which we had 
proposed to ourselves in leaving England, and was but second 
in our affections to the discovery of a passage which should 
enable us to trace the course ofthe northern shores of America, 
even to Behring's strait, hoping too that we should effect this 
object, and return home by Cape Horn, so was it ever kept in 
view from o the first moment of our making the shores of this 
region, and during the whole of our detention. For this pur
pose it was, that we, at different times, and in different places, 
erected those magnetic observatories which I have occasionally 
noticed in my own journal; though conformably to its plan, I 
have nowhere given those observations, nor even alluded to 
their purpose. 

On the several occasions also of our excursions inland, this 
was an object ever in view, for whatever other and additional 
purposcs these journies might have been undertaken; and if 
in the narratives of those expeditions no notice of this subject 
has been observed in reading my journal, it is because of the 
same systematic exclusion of scientific observations, and be
cause no result admitting and requiring a popular record had 
been obtained until this last journey by Commander Ross, just 
narrated, when the successful event which has been seen, had 
at length furnished the means of such an account of this ter
mination of our labours as has just been given. 

It would not now be here worth my while to detail this our 
progress in the approximation to the magnetic pole, even could 
it be made intelligible or amusing to popular readers, which is 
impossible. 

If this last journey of thirty miles, as it appears by the nar
rative, was performed without my presence, which was required 
in another direction and)'or other purposes, and this keystone 
of all our previous labours laid by the party, consisting chiefly 
of the mates BIa:nky and Abernethy, under the immediate or-
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deJs of my successful nephew, heaven forbid that I should 
attempt to rob them of such honours as they are entitled to on 
this ground, or to claim the credit of haviug planted the British 
flag on this long desired spot with my own hand. Let this Jast 
closing act of my labours on this subject, as of theirs, confer 
such honour on this party as they may claim or deserve: I can 
say, like others, though in a quotation rather hackneyed, 
l' Palmam qui meruit ferat," and if I myself consent to award 

,that palm to him who commanded this successful party, as is 
the usage, it must not be forgotten that in this I surrendcr 
those personal claims which are never abandoned by the com
mander of that flag-ship.1 which so often gains the victory 
through the energy, intelligence, and bravery of the men and 
officers whom he directs and ordcrs, or by the captain-general 
who carries a town through the courage and activity of the 
sergeant who leads the" forlorn hope." 
, But if! have done this, J should not be justified in thus sur
renderiug the rights of the brave, and patient, and enduring 
crew of the Victory, nor perhaps those of him, the noble
minded and generous, who sent the Victory and her crew to 
the Polar regions. It must be hereafter remembered in history, 
and will be so recorded, that it was the ship Victory, under 
the command of Captain John Ross, which afsigned the north
west Magnetic Pole, in the year 1831, and that this vessel was 

·fitted out by him whom I can now call Sir Felix Booth; a 
name to be honoured, had it even remained without such a dis
tinction, as long as British generosity and spirit shall be 
recorded as a characteristic of the merchants of Britain. 

In this way, and no other, let the discovery of the Magnetic 
Pole be 'now viewed; that in doing justice to any, it may be 
withheld from none. Surely every man of this hard-used ship, 
from the highest to the lowest, deserves to share in the praise 
which the public may award for whatever it was our g'ood 
fortune to effect. It is but a small reward, after all, for what 
everyone endured; and sweet as it may be, it requires much 
forgetfulness of our past sufferings not to feel that it was dearly 
purchased, while it would he hard indeed were this tribute 
withheld from such enterprise, such patient endarance, such 
toils and sufferings so long continued, and such a spirit of 
llOpe and energy, amid circumstances capable of sinking al
most any heart into the depths of des.pair. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

TRANMCI'IONS DURING, THE REMAINDER OF JUNE---THE JOURNAL 

AND THE SUMMARY OF JULY. 

JUNE 14; 1831. Snow fell 'to-day, and the ground was SD 

covered, that no land could be seen, nor was there an atom 
of running water or a single pool "isible., The temperature, 
however, rose to 400 for the first time. Some grouse were 
killed yesterday and this day, and also on the following one. 
On the sixteenth it snowed; yet the ~un shone afterwards, 
and there was at length apool of water near the ship. June 17; 
that water froze again an ineh thick, and did not open till 
noon, when some impression was made on the snow, increasing 
on the following day, and thus terminating our week. 

June 19; Sunday saw the usual duties performed. On 
Monday the day was warm, and the night temperature was 
freezing. Flocks of ducks and geese were seen flying to the 
north; and some grouse were killed. 

June 21 ; the sun had now very nearly reached its greatest 
elongation. It was the summer solstice, and not a drop of rain 
had yet fa1\en, nor, had the thermometer once made its 
round of twenty-four hours without reaching the freezing 
point. But in the course of this day, the first rain fell, lasting 
two hours: though the ice formed in the night had been,al'l 
inch thick. 

June'22; there was a fresh gale from the northward in the 
morning; but on this and the following day, it froze equally 
hard at night along-side the ship. On the twenty-fourth it was 
still colder; since the thermometer was at 300 in the morning, 
and did not reach the freezing point till nine. On the fo\1owing 
day it was at the freezing point all the twenty-four hours, thus 
bringing round Saturday again. A good many birds, consisting 
of geese, ducks, grouse, and plovers, had been killed within 
these past days. 

June 26, 27,28. Sunday offered no change; on Monday there 
was rain in the evening, and we could now at last supply our
selves with water from the shore. Yet the pools froze again 
on the twenty-ninth, the thermometer falling to 30°; and, on 
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the thirtieth, the mean of the twen,ty-four hours was but 35<. 
In the mean time, the rigging of the ship had heen going on, 
and was now nearly completed. It was somewhat dispiriting 
10 find that we shOuld be ready so long befol"e the w('3ther, and 
that we had arrived at the end of June, had passed fhe solstice, 
and were still to see nightly frosts, with little compensation in 
the day. A winter solstice in England is very rarely indeed 
what the summer one was in this most miserahle region and 
most abominable climate. 

Sucb, nevertheless, is the climate in which man contrives to 
Iivt' and, as we had no right to dispute, happily. He cannot 
drink water at Midsummer, it is true, till he has boiled this 
snow; and had he not wit enough to produce fire, he would 
lJave nothing to drink for nine months of the year. He smells 
at no flowers, for there are none to smell at; but he prefers the 
odour of train oil. He has no carrots or " small herbs," for 
his soup or his seasoning; but his soup and his seasoning are, 
alike, oil, and he can find a sallad, when his luck is particu
larly great, in the stomach of a reindeer; and that sallad 
too, cooked in a heat of which the advant.ages have never been 
disputed. If he never saw that utterly inconceivable thing 
called a tree, what matters it, when he can construct coaches 
of fish, and splinter bars of bones? 'and if he can make his 
lodging, not merely "on the cold ground," but on the cold 
s now, his fare at least is not" hard:' and why, if he thinks s(l, 
is he not as well lodged as the princes of the earth, the marble 
of whose palaces does not approach in purity to the materials 
or his architecture, ,while his own marble honse is erected in an 
IlOlH, and can be renewed, like thafof Aladdin, at every hour 
of the day, in any place that he wills? Man must be a noble 
animal, that is certain, be he even Rnder the figure and bear
ing of a Boothian Esquimaux: is there another brast on earth. 
that could do all,this, endure all this, contrive all this, con
form to all this, to all this:and more, and still be happy: happy 
if ht' is Naples, happy too in Boothia Felix? 

But that climate which suited those who know not another 
o{a better, had a very different effect on our feelings, indepen
rlentIy of the actual sufferings and privations of which it was 
the cause. Where all the happiness was based upon the abun
dance of eating, and where there was nothing to prevent that 
steady supply of the materials of this happiness, which these 
specimens of man partook with the animal tribes to whom it 
constitutes the almost sale enjoyment and purpose of life, all 
that the severity or badness of the climate could effect was 
nothing: nor, caring little for a hard winter or a long one, had 

I they any reasons to anticipate a season, bad or good, to hope 
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or to fear. The present state of things was very different to us; 
whose misery it was to fear, or to hope, (equal miseries in the 
result I imagine) respecting a summer that might not arrive 
till winter was once more at its heels, and once more about to 
resume a command that was likely to endure for the better part 
of another year. 

The summary of the month is not consolatary. If we had 
considered the last June as colder than any which has been 
recorded in formcr 'voyages, the present had turned out much 
worse, having been both more cold and more stormy. For the 
first two weeks, the mean temperature was 7°; and during the 
last, between 2C and 3c: giving a mean, for the whole month, 
less by 5° than that of the preceding:June. Moreover, the first 
rain fell on the twenty-first, and was little more than a shower; 
whc::reas, in the former year, that had occurred on the tenth. 
I have already noticed that the summer solstice had passed 
without our having one whole day above the freezing point. 

There was much stormy weather; but it is also a remarkable 
fact, that while, in the former year, the temperature always 
rose on those occasions, it never altered in the present one; 
making an essential ditrerence between thc two seasons, the 
cause of which was not apparent. The general result, in the 
state of the snow and the ice, has already been seen; and the 
prospect was therefore sufficiently discouraging. At the hest, 
aud should no worse come, this season was three weeks later 
than any former onc on record in this climate. The possible 
future was still hefore us: it might 'prove better than was ex
pected; but I am not quite sure that many of us hoped much. 

Except tbe mate Taylor. all the men were now well, and 
his wound was healing. Tbe supply of fish by the natives 
had been abundant and beneficial. The late period at which 
the waterfowl arrived was remarkable; but our sport in general 
had been more successful than formerly. 

Commander Ross had explored mucb more of the coast; ancl 
it was remarked by both of us, that the temperature on the 
western side of the peninsula and on the western lakes, was 
from 100 to 15° lower than that at tbe ship, which was :on the 
east side; while the comparisons were made with such care 
that~we could not have been deceived. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

PROCEEDINGS IN JULY, AUGUST, AND SEPTEMBER, WITH THE SUM
MARIES OF THOSE RESPECTIVE MONTHS. 

JULY 1; 1831. The morning was cold and stormy, and it con~ 
tinued to blow hard in squalls during the following day, the 
temperature falling to 31° and the air feeling extremely cold. 
There was snow at nine, and it moderated. Commander Ross 
went out shooting with a party,and met a collection of five 
native families,. all strangers to liS except one, who had been 
once on board during the former summer. They pitched their 
tents for the night, and five of the meil came to the ship with 
onr officers, making as much clamour on their arrival as our 
original friends had done. They had heard of us at Neitchillee, 
and came for the purpose of bartering some clothing for our 
valuable articles. . 

It was proper, of course, to go through all the usual exhibi
tions of wonders, and the effects were such as might have 
been expected. They had heard of the more northern men, 
whose portraits we possessed, but had never seen a ship, as 
their stations were further west than Akullee. Each received 
a 'piece or'iron hoop as a present, and they engaged to bring 
their aJticles of barter the next day, together with their wives 
and families. 

July 3; the frost was so severe in the night, that it froze an 
inch and a half thick near the. ship. There were several show
ers of snow in the forenoon, and in the evening it blew a fresh 
gale. Soon after church the naJives arrived, forming.a large 
collection of men, wives, and children, They were good look
ing as Esquimaux, and their bebaviour was orderly; but they 
had brought only a pair of seal skin tro-tvsers for sale. All were 
entertained in some part of the ship or other, and none of the 
women were dismissed without some present, including among 
these, the valuable tin canisters. The husbands seemed parti
cularly pleased by this attention to their wives. 

It really seems as if these people possessed some of those 
feelings of gallantry, or chivalry as it has been termed, which 
have be()n supposed peculiar to the refined among men and 
nations~ How rare this is among the "savages'" of the world, 
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everyone knows; how directly the reverse the feelings and th«f 
conduct are, in most of the islands of the sou,thern ocean, and 
above all, in Australia, has been long familiar. If we are cor
rectly informed, many others of the Esquimaux tribes in N orth
ern America conduct themselves towards their females in no 
better manner than the Australians; while among thl' red 
J ndians of the same portions of this continent, if the treatment 
of wives varies among different tribes, the balance far indin€s 
to that mixture of severity and neglect which is assuredly the 
general rule (or man in his uncultivated state. 

Whence is this difference, equally charateristic of the pre
sent tribes and of the Greenlanders? We could not be mistaken 
as to the facts, if sometimes conscious that our temper was to 
look at every thing in the most favourable light; and if, to 
European eyt's, what we hear occasionally related of the oecu'
pations and duties of the women seems to point to a different 
conclusion, it must be remembered that these belong 10 a sys
tem of the "division of labour." In such a condition, the wo-
men cannot be idle; there is no leisure for that idolatry of the 
sex which would keep them as objects, either of admiration or 
amusement: all must work, or most would starve: while it is 
also true, that the duties of women are here claimed as rights, 
even as it is the right of the women, not their service, to carry 
the men out of the water on many parts of the French and 
Dutch coasts, where also any infringement of these on the part 
of the men, would be resisted by every weapon which the sex 
so well knows how to use. 

It has been said that this gallantry belongs most conspicu
ously, if not exclusively, to nations under kingly or despotic 
governments, even as it did to that singular species of despot
ism which constituted the feudal system. We can refer to the 
Greek republics in proof of this theory, in the Feverse manner; 
and who is there now~ that is not equally ready to quot~ the 
United States of America, where the feelings of democracy, in 
necessarily rendering all men tyrants, has produced that neg
lect, at least, of the sex, which is as near an approach to op
pression as could be practised in a country so far partaking of 
Europe as it does. In the blessed country, however, now under 
review, this theory does not apply, for there is not even an 
aristocracy, as there is, in reality, no government; so that I 
must leave it to others to solve this problem: while this his
tory of the palmy state of the fair portion of creation in Boothia 
Felix, may also tend to show that no hypothesis yet advanced 
is competent to the~solution of that great question, namely, the 
treatment of women by the other sex, its causes and its 
modes. 
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July 4; the men came to-day, according to promise, bringing 
some clothing and trifles for sale; but they went away soon, 
with a promise to return with some seals and some fish. July 
5; there was snow, on this day and the next, and the thermo
meter still fell to the freezing point at night. In the morning 
the strangers appeared, informing us that they were going to 
fish in .the lake and at the river where we procured the fish "Jast 
year: on which Commander Ross engaged to accompany 
~hem. 

July 6; fog and snow continued; but when our officers had ar
rived at the native huts, they had been all taken down, and the 
party was gone in the direction of Neitchillee. We were unable 
to account for this change of plan. A litter.offoxes was discovered 
by one of the mates who killed the male; and a party going 
out on this day, July 7, shot the old female, and brought away 
six living cubs. In Boothia Felix there is not at least starva
tion enough to prevent foxes from having sufficient families, 
About twenty ducks, and some other birds, were shot on these 
different days. There was nothing to note on Friday and Sa~ 
turday; which last ended with the night thermometer at 33°. 

There was a fresh northerly breeze on Sunday, and it was 
very cold. On the following day, it was more squally, and the 
maximum of the thermometer was but 37°. On the twelfth, 
there was the highest tide that we had ever seen; since it rose 
to more than eighteen feet, being the third day after the moon's 
change. Our sport was very successful; anli we found among 
other birds, the Lapland finch with its nest of eggs. July 13; 
the thermometer rose to 40°, but fell again on the next day, 
which was very cold, with sleet and rain and an easterly wind, 
so that the evening' ended itt 33°. I contrived to take several 
fish, on these days, by means of the spear which the natives use 
for this purpose. 

July 15; this mornin5 displayed a mixture and succession of 
r3lin, snow, mist, and clouds; any where else, it would have 
been a bad fifteenth of November instead of a fifteenth of July, 
and it nearly froze at night. Two of the natives came with 
thirty P9unds of saimoD, informing us that they had many 
more; on which 'it was settled that Commander Ross should g() 
with a party to fetch them; a journey that would occupy four 
days. On the sixteenth, the thermometer reached 44°,' bdng 
the finest day we had yet seen during this year; and Comman~ 
der Ross, with the surgeon and eight men, accompanied by 
the natives, departed. Why did we not believe it a fine and 
warm July day? It copld have been but 84° in England, and 
when our Christmas heat was but eighty degrees under that of 
OUT own country, why should we not have tlHlUght Ii difference 
19,£ ~19 more than forty a precious boon? . 
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July 17; it continued still fine in the day-time, but.the. ther
mometer sank to 340 at night, and it froze on. Monday morning, 
though the heat of the day was again 44°. It could scarcely 
indeed be otherwise, surrounded as we were by snow and ice, 
on which all that a nocturnal sun could do was without effect. 
It did not materially change on the n~eteenth; and, in the ab
sence of the rest of my companions, my time was passed. in 
taking angles and observations, and in shooting, wh.ile the 
men on board were husy in caulking. Our boats were sunkin 
the water, to prevent them from splitting. . 

July 20; the mate and five of the men arrived with a sle(lge 
load of fish, and we found abundant employment in sorting and 
disposing of them. A large proportion belonged to a store. (jf 
the former year; and was not, therefore, in very good condition; 
thirty-seven, taken in the present one, weighed 129 pounds. 
After rest and refreshment, the men set out again at nine in the 
evening, with three days' more provisions, the pontoon, . a net, 
and three dogs, to join Commander Ross, who remainedfis~~. 
ing, with the natives, at the place where he had appointed 
ili~. . , 

July 21; the weather was the same; there was a warm d<l-Y 
with:a cold night. I shot a hare in its 8ummt'r coat; and the 
ptarmigans had been observed changing their plumage sprue 
time before: I now found that there was a much greater va
riety of small birds here than we had supposed last year ; many 
that I saw this day were unknown to me: but I met ~-ith,t~e 
nest of a sandpiper, with the young, as I did again on; tl;tefpl
lowing day. On that one there was some rain: a nge.eveutas 
yet, in this extremely backward season. The surgeon ,anived 
before the evening, to report that sixteen hundred. fish were 
taken, and to demand assistance for the purpose of bringing 
home four' hundred which were on the road. These arrived 
conseqti;ently, at midnil'ht; and the whole of the next day was 
fully oC~llpied in cleaning and packing them in several ways; 
among which, some were preserved in vinegar. The weight of 
those four hundred, after all these operations, exceeded a thou

sand pound8; it was a great addition to our stock., 
July 24; having no Sunday congnigatipn to-day, from the 

absence of nearly all the people, there was no service. I found 
a n~st of snow buntings ready to fly, which I brouglJt:on board, 
hopmg to rear them up tame. Five of tlHl men frum the second 
party arrived on Monday, much exhausted. 'Fhey had lost 
~heir way, and .had left ~be sledge five milesoff,.having, very 
Improperly, no.oflicer WIth them. Mr. Thorn and the remain
ing men returned with them after they had, rested, and at. sIx, 
they brought back five hundred fish, cleaned aI;ld weighing I[)OO. 
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pounds. The curing and packing of these round employment 
for everyone. 

July 26; the party again set off for more fish, after the sledge 
had been repaired; and on the next day, they returned with 
two hundred, which was all they could carry: bringing also a 
note from Commander Ross, by which I learned that tbey had 
taken 3378 fish at one haul. The ice was, however, decaying 
so rapidly, that he found they could not all be conveyed to tbe 
ship in a sound state, even had the roads permitted. There 
was abundant work for us now, and no prospect of want; tbose 
that could be spared were sent back on the same errand, to the 
halfway island where these fish were deposited. 

July 28; Commander Ross arrived, reporting that both his 
parties were on their way, with five hundred .fish: and that 
there were as many more to bring from tbe island. They had 
taken, in all, five thousand and sixty-seven, but were obliged 
to leave three thousand of them to the natives; the breaking up 
oftbe ice compelling tbem to quit their position. At five, the 
first party returned, having left the sledges two miles off. One 
ofthem was ill, and the rest could bring it no further. The se
cond party came in at eight, with three hundrrd fish, and with 
the man, Buck, who had been seized with epilepsy, on the 
sledge. In the evening, both sledges returned to the island 
to bring back the tent, the net, and the remainder of ,the 
fish. 

July 29; the thermometer at night was but 36"; but the fol
lowing day was the warmest we had seen, as the mid-day heat 
was 50°, and the mean 41°. At eight in the morning, one of the 
sledges came back with the nets and tents, and three hundred. 
and fifty fish. Finding that two of the men belonging to the 
other sledge were exhausted, two others were sent to replace 
them, and all returned at ten. The thermometer on Saturday 
night was 41°: it had never yet been so high at that hour. 

July 31 ; the day of rest was especially acceptable. The ice 
at length dissolved so much, tbat we could not get on shore 
from the ship without thr aid of a boat; though this bay was 
far from being so clear as it was at the same date in the last 
year, while the ice in the offing was not nearly so advanced in 
fiecay. The month ended at -last, with fine weather: tbere wa& 
not a cloud to be seen when the sun set at midnight. 

A comparison of the J;IIean temperature of this July with the 
preceding one, shows that it had been nearly 70° colder: that 
having beell 370 instead of 44°. The highest heat had been 70" 
in the last; in the present, it was but 50C : but the lowest only 
differed by one degree; being 32C in the former, and 31 0 in thi>, 
period. , 



374 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY, 

There had been much work for the men, in fitting the ship 
for sea; and a good deal of extra labour in travelling and in the 
curing of fish. Many had, in consequence, been ailing as well 
as fatigued, but were recovering; as was the man whose foot 
had been amputated. He with the epilepsy was the chief pa
tient; but as he had not experienced a fit ever since we had 
taken him on board, we hoped that it might not soon return. 

The men having become more practised sportsmen, our suc
cess in this way had gone on ;increasing; and as every thing 
was thrown into the- public stock and divided among the messes, 
the game thus obtained a useful variety in their diet. 

If our success in fislling made up for the disappointment 
which we experienced from the natives, so was it of great use 
to them. We had discovered that the salmon arrived, on the 
hreaking up of the ice, in even greater crowds than we had at 
first understood; since, by entering the water outside the line 
of their course, the natives could drive them iuto the small 
pools on the shore, or even on the dry land itself. It is plain, 
that whatever the seals may devour, the fish cannot here have 
many enemies: while this, indeed, seems generally true of all 
the northern shores where salmon abound. 

By accompanying us in our fishery, the natives had now, 
for .the first time, secn the use of a net, and what is not always 
tbe case with those whose conceit is ever commensurate with 
tllcir ignorance, they were fully a ware of its value. Seeing this, 
we took the trouble to teach them the art of making one, though 
not quite sure whether th~ materials to which"the are limited, 
would enable them to fabncate any that could be of much use. 
U this should, however, prove the fact, then had we taught them 
a valuable art, in making them a present of knowledge, which 
to them, was of the first importance; in this too, improving their 
condition in a greater degree than by all the useful tools and 
materials which we had sold or given to them. 

One consolation weassuredly"had derived from our commu
nication with them, of a more durable and agreeable l"emem
brance than all the advantag,es that we had gained from them 
in the way of trade. We had sold them no rum, we had intro
duced no diseases among them, nor had we, in any thing, done 
aught to corrupt their mOl"als cr injure their healths, to render 
them less virtuous or less happy than we had found them.' Nor 
had they learned any thing from us, to make them discontented 
with thcir present and almost inevitable condition. On th,e 
contrary, while we soon hoped to leave them as happy as we 
had found them, we had reason to believe that they would 
hereafter so far profit by our example, and by the displays of 
,knowledge and ingenuity which they had seen with us, as weJl 
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as by the various useful things we had distributed among them, 
as to augment their own ingenuity and resources, and thus im
prove their condition of life as far as that· was capable of im-
provement. . 

That we could not instruct or improve them in religion or 
morals, we might regret; but we could not blame ourselves for 
not undertaking a task which was rendered impracticable by 
the Jimited nature of our communication, and the obstructions 
consequent on our deficiency in their language: we at least 
made the only attempt in our power, by endeavouring to in
struct one of their youths; but how this failed I have formerly 
shown. Where navigators in general have committed so much 
evil among the rude tribes which they have visited, even this 
negative conduct was a matterofself-congratuladon: while we 
can now, at home, and when we shall see these people no more, 
reflect with pleasure on what we avoided to do, and even on 
what we did; indnlging too at times in the dream, that should 
they ever again be visited by an European people, our memory 
may be handed down to a remote posterity, with, possibly, as 
mysterious a fame as, that which gilds the name of Manco 
Capac. 
. We were still fast frozen up, though our canal was likely to 
l)e soon open; but the bay was even yet full of ice, and that in 
the offing" hard and fast:" in the preceding yrar at the same 
time, it was all in motion, and the bay presented a wide extent 
of clear water. 

I think it proper to state here the mode in which our new 
supplies of fish werc managed and disposed of. 

A CCl!unt of the Supply 1)( Salmon obtained at the Rive1', and 
1'eceived in July. 1831. 

Seven casks of salmon pickled in hot vinegar;in No. 1378 
One cask pickled and dried, - 144 
Slightly saIted on the rocks, 177 
Fresh split and dried on the rocks, }'31 
In jars pickled with vinegar, 59 
Used for the ship. 80 
Kept for present use, 27 
Specimens. 27 
Received in bags afterwards, 302 

2325 
Three hundred were afterwards brought to the slJip, hut only 

thirty-six were fit for use; the rest were given to the dogs. 

2 A 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

JOURNAL OF AUGUST-THE VICTORY MOVED OUT OF HER HARBOUR 
~ATTEMPTS TO PROCEED ALONG THE SHORE-THE SHIP FORCED 
BY THE ICE INTO ANOTHER HARBOUR-SUMMARY OF THE MOr.TH 
-JOURNAL OF SEPTEMBER, AND ITS SUMMARY. 

1831, August 1; it was fint' weather: a party went for the re~ 
mainder of the fish and returned to dinner. The ship haJ long 
been heeling to starboard very inconveniently; but she was now 
cut round, and came upright. The refraction was very extra
ordinary on the following day; and the third was true summer 
weather. On this day the ice gave way near the ship, so that 
she advanced half her length. It rained heavily on the next, 
and she was moored by a hawser to a large iceberg outside 
of us. 

August 5; it was cold again. The gunpowder was brought 
on hoard, and the whale boat repaired. On tht' sixth, a party 
on shore observed the ice in motion to the north-eastward, fo'r 
the first time. There was one large pool; and the separation 
appeared to extend from the islands to the back of the southern 
bill. On Sunday, it had enlarged considerably, and was still 
increasing on Monday, when the ice was also visibly in motion. 
though it did not open much. On the next day, the large ice
berg ahead of ~s split and upset; obliging us to layout a haw
ser in another place. 

A-ugust 10; the wind was still from the north, but there was 
no further change in the ice: the weather proved foggy and 
rainy. The following day was little different; but we hove out 
a little further, and got the Krusenstern along"side. On the 
twelfth there was no change; but a party of the natives arrived, 
including four of our original friends and six strangers. They 
were at a fishing station two days off. and promised to return 
in two more, with ~ome skillS for sale. The strangers received 
the usual present of iron hoop, and were treated with a supper. 

August 13; th!) party return~d, wives, phjldren, and all, to 
the amount of twenty-three, and were regaled by us with a din
ner offish and fat. We purchased some clothing, and accom
panied them to their tents; glad of even their society, under 
pur present dearth of variety or amusemant. 



TO TI-IE ARCTIC REGIONS. 377 

Is there any thing that can convey in a stronger manner our 
utter destitution of all that can interest men. whether in occu
pation or amusement, than to confess that·we found a relief 
from the self-converse of our own minds and the society of each 
other, from the eternal wearisome iteration of thermo metrical 
registers and winds, and tides, and ice, and boats, and l;ig
ging, and eating, in the converse of these greasy gormandizing 
specimens of humanity, whose language we could S'carcely com
prehend, yet whose ideas were, I believe, more than sufficiently 
comprehended without any language at all. Let no one sup
pose that we had not felt all this, during months, first, and dur
ing years, afterwards, if I have not told it, if I have passed it all 
by, as if we had never felt it. There were evils of cold, and 
evils of hunger, and evils of toil ; and though we did not die 
nor lose our limbs, as men have done in those lands, we had to 
share with the rest of the world, those evils of petty sickness 
which are sufficiently grievous while they exist, though they 
make but a small figure iu the history of life, and would make 
a much smaller one in that of such an expedition as ours. Had 
we not also undergone abundance of anxiety and care; of the 
sufferings of disappointed hope; of more than all this, and of 
not less than all, those longings after our far-distant friends and 
OUf native land, from which who that has voyaged far from 
that home and those friends has ever been exempt? And who 
more than we, to whom it cou.ld not but often have occurred, 
that we might never again see those friends and that home? 
Yet was there a pain e\'en beyond all this; and that grievance 
seldom ceased. We were weary for want of occupation, for 
want of variety, for want of the means of mental exertion, for 
want of thought, and (why shonld I not say it?) for want of 
society. To-day was as yesterday, and as was to-day, so would 
be to-morrow: while if there was no variety, as no hope of bet
ter, is it wonderful that even the visits of barbarians were wel
come, or can any thing more strongly show the nature of our 
pleasures, than the confession that these were delightful; even 
as the Ilociety of London might be amid the business of Lon-
don? ' 

In the night which succeeded to this day, the thermometer 
fell~ to 36°, and it was therefore far from warm: of course, 
the ice remained unaltered, as may be easily conjectured. 
It is difficult to convey to my readers the impression produced 
by this sleepy and stationary condition -of a sea thus im
practicably frozen. When the winter has once in reality set 
ill, our minds become made up Oil the SIl bject; like the dor
mouse (thollgh we may 1l0t sleep, which would be the most 
desirable condition by much), we wrap ourselves up in a 
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SOrt of furry contentment, since better cannot bc, and wait foT 
the times to come: it was a far other thing, to be ever awake, 
waiting to rise and becqme active, yet ever to find that all na
ture was still asleep, and that we had nothing more to do than 
to wish, and groan, and---hope as we best might.. 

In this visit to the tents, we found that the wooden leg was' 
once more ailing, in some manner of which I did not particu
larly inquire,. since the carpenter-doctor was at hand to examine 
into the grievance, and was ready to repair it as he best knew 
how, If,. in this matter, he had always displayed abundance'of 
good nature, I believe this to be a praise which was ampl:y de-· 
served by our crew in general, i.n aU our communications with 
these people. I da not say that any of our men were not really; 
kind in their dispositions; but certain it is, that good nature is. 
not less contagious than the several evil passions~ and that as 
~me peevish or' irascible person renders irascible or peevish, a 
nature otherwise kind and gentle, or finds him to be of mOllose 
conduct whom another person or another society esteems as· 
among the agFeeable and the' mild, so do g:entleness and smooth
ness of disposition and conduct,'on the other hand, produce the 
same c-haracter even whel'e it may not actually exist; or, at the 
least, ensure the display of good nature, where an opposite tem
per may be the more natural one, and when morose or peevish 
conduct would have called that into its worst activity.. Let the' 
married, at least, profit by a remark to which the g'entle tempers, 
of our Esquimaux have given rise.. They were not only kind,. 
but as Falstaff says of wit, they were the c-ause of kindness in 
those around them, including ourselves; and perhaps, amon$ 
ourselves·) in one or two, who, with a different people, would 
have displayed a fiu other character than they did. 

August 14; the natives were not permitted to come on board; 
till after church, when the boat was sent for them. The wooden 
leg had been bound with copper, and was better than ever. We 
bartered and made presents as usual. They were to divide their 
party the next day, for the purpose of going to Shagavoke and 
to Neitchillee, and promised to bring us venison in the winter. 
A seal was shot to-day: it was a sp@rt in which we had hitherto· 
found no· success. : 

August 15; the weather was very bad,. with an easterly gale' 
and rain. which prevented the nat~ves from moving. In conse
quence, ten of them came on board, chiefly to apologize for 
their dogs, which. had broken loose and stolen some of our fish. 
The poor animals had been punished accordingly, and somewhat 
too severely. This always appeared to us the greatest defect in; 
the general domestic conduct of this people; and it has been 
equally a subject for the remark~ and censures of other voyagers; 
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and travellers among these races. They derive great services 
from their dogs, yet never :appear to love them. The animals 
are hardly used, and worse fed: they would be treated far 
worse, in every way, were it not for their indispensable utility. 
It mi/l'ht be an excuse, that the canine race is not here of an 
amiable character; yet I suspect that this character is only the 
result of their treatment, and that were they domesticated and 
treated with the kindness which they experience among our
selves, they would be as attached to their masters and compa
nions as our own are. Yet perhaps I ought not to blame them. 
England does not treat its horses ill a much better manner; and 
the comparison too between a pack of British fox-hounds and 
a team of Esquimaux dogs, would not leave much to boast of 
ou the part of our own countrymen. The men were treated to 
the seal for their dinners; and, in the evening, they left their 
post, after having previously renewed their promise of supplyin,g 
us with venison in the winter. The ice was in motion, and the 
pool which had opened was filled up again. 

August 16; after a continuance of the rain, there was a heavy 
fall of snow, and the ground was all covered again, as it had 
been in the winter, until a renewal of the rain dissolved it once 
more. The following day presented a mixture of fog, snow, and 
rain, but it became calm in the evening; only however, that the 

. same weather might return in the morning. It was mild on 
the next; but no alteration took place in the ice during these 
three days. On the twentieth, a southerly breeze made the ice 
move in the offing, but, coming round to the westward, the mo
tion of this great body of floating masses ceased once more; not
withstanding which, a considerable pool appcared on each side 
of the point. 

There was some shifting of the ice on Snnday, so that it was 
loose about the ship; but it came in at last and filled up the 
bay as before. The next day there was rain which ended in 
sleet, as the thermometer was never above 33C

• It seemed as if 
the 11ew winter was already commencing. It was cold and foggy 
on Tuesday, but mild on the following day, and every thing re_ 
mained as it had been. The shooting of another seal was the 
only variety. 

August 25; the weather was much the same, but the ice near 
us was in motion. The whale boat was thns jammed between 
the ship's side and a large piece of these never-ending rocks, 
which, float away as they might, only departed to be succeeded 
by as bad, or worse, since the storehouse which supplied them 
was inexhaustible. "Till Jhe rocks melt with the sun," is held 
that impossible event, in one of the son~s of my native land, to 
which some swain compares the durability of his affection for 
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his beloved; and I believe we began at last to think that it 
would neve; melt those rocks, which, even at this late period of 
the year, continued to beset us in every shape which their beau
tiful, yet hateful crystal could assume. O~! for a fire to me!t 
these refractory masses, was our hourly wIsh, even though it 
had burnt up all the surrounding region. 

The injury which had thus been sus~ained by the boat w~s 
such that she could no longer be repaIred so as to carry SIX 

oars. We therefore determined to construct a smaller one out 
of her, and she was accordingly taken on board. Another seal 
was shot. The thermometer was 38e at midnight. 

It fell to 340 the next night; and the wind being from the 
south in the evening, the ice began to move, so as to show some 
clear water. The tide was high on the next day, and floated 
off so much of it as to open a line of water, a mile in length, to 
the northward. Ducks of different kinds, with other birds, were 
shot within these past days; and we had now a living mena
gerie on board, consisting of fout foxes, three hares, and twelve 
northern mice. 

The wind blew strong from the westward on the twenty
seventh, and the ice began to drift out of the bay, to the east
ward. But it was evening before a passage was practicable. 
The ship was then warped a quarter of a mile to the south-west, 
into a convenient place for taking ad vantage of the first open-. 
ing. As soon as this was done, we got under sail, but unfor
tunately carrying away.the mizen boom, could not weather a 
piece of ice. She was thus brought about by it, and equally 
failed in weathering a large iceberg on the other tack, which 
was grounded; by which means she took the ground herself. 
We soon, howeveI:, hove her oft' by hawsers to the shore; and 
though her bottom did not prove to be damaged, the lower rud
der iron was broken, so that there was an end to our progress 
for this day. . 

August 29; early in the morning the rudder was repaired, 
and the wind remained steady and stron!) at west, with occa
sional snow. It was the very wind that we wanted; and, after 
much doubt and anxiety, we felt that we were at last liberated -
liberated, however, not yet free. We cast off, therefore, soo~ 
after four, and, with a reefed topsail, stood for the islands 
through what appeared to be loose ice. Unluckily, when about 
two-thirds over, the wind came to the north-west, and we were 
unable to fetch within a mile to the eastward of them; after 
which, shifting to the north, with a snow squall, it brought the 
ice down along the north shore. We were therefore obliged to 
ply to windward, in which we derived much assistance from 
{lur new leeboards. At nine it bacI\ed again to the north-
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west, and we were soon close in shore, after having run four 
miles. 

We had passed two bays, and two remarkable rocks, when, 
at one, a heavy shower of snow coming on, we were obliged to 
hanl our wind, and stand in for a little bay; where a baffling 
breeze nearly laid us on the rocks, and the weather shortly be
gan to threaten for a storm. A hoat was therefore sent out 
with warps, to a rock on shore; but slipping off while we were 
hauling on them, we were obliged to let go the anchor in twenty
three fathoms. After this, howe-ver, we weighed and warped 
to the weather shore, during which we were able to examine 
the bay, which we found to be secure from all points of the com
pass except four, and completely out of the stream of ice when 
that was moving under the tides and currents. 

We therefore warped to the head of this new harbour, where 
a small river entered, and immediately made fast to the shore 
with two hawsers. No sooner, however, had we done this, 
than a violent gale came on from the north, with a heavy fall 
of snow, whicb compelled us to carr)' out more hawsers. We 
here saw the ice passing to the south-west with considerable 
rapidity, and had occasion to be very thankful that we were so 
secure. Under this feeling, the hard labour which everyone 
had undergone was soon forgotten. 

August 30; it ~was very cold in the morning, and the ther· 
mometer was bnt 24°. The wind shifted from north to south, 
and back .. gain, carrying out some new ice which had formed. 
From the shore, the passage was seen ,to be clear, at eleven, as 
far as Andrew Ross ishmd, but the wind was right against us. 
We found the latitude of this-harbour to be 70° 18' 11"; and, on 
examining the land further, I found that the inlet to the north 
of the passag-e approached within a mile of us, while the inter· 
mediate space was occupied by a chain of three lakes nearly 
filling a sort of valley in it. This cape was therefore a kind of 
peninsula. From one of the hills, nothing was visible to the 
north ward but one vast sheet of ice, pressed up into hummocks, 
extending round to the western bay, and completely blocking 
up our late harbour. It seemed therefore as if we had just got 
out of it in time, whether it should be our fate to get any fur
ther or not. 

August 31; the wind fell, and we went on shore to examine 
the state of things in the strait; when we found every thing 
blocked up with ice; it was impassable. We shot two llares, 
and fonnd them already in their winter dress. Round the ship, 
the bay ice was troublesome, but no heavy pieces came in. 
The wind then came to the south-west, anQ we hauled further 
out, in case of a favourable change. The month of August was 
ended, and we had sailed four miles. 
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It had been as unpromisinr a month as it had been an anxi
OllS one. The mean temperature was lower than in the pre
ceding August; the snolV remained longer on the ground, and 
fewer of the animals which, in these countries, migrate to the 
north had appeared. The ice was not so much decayed as it 
had been last year at the same period, and there had been much 
less motion among it. . 

If the last days were the only good ones for our purpose, they 
had brought us tour miles, to the place I had named Mundy har
bour, in 1829. And here we were prisoners: yet the prospect 
was not absolutely bad, since we could have got out of it last 
year, as late as the fourth of October, and such might be the 
case again at an earlier period. , 

It was an unpleasing circumstance to know, that although we 
had no men absolutely sick, and there had been no scurvy, the 
health of our crew in general was not what it had been; as they 
had also proved that tbey were incapable of bearing fatigue, 
and especially the travelling among ice. 

That it had been a dull month, on the whole. to us, I need 
scarcely say. I fear that this meagre journal bears but too evi
dent marks of it. and on more occasions than the present. But 
what can the journalist do, more than the navigator? If this 
was a durance of few events, and those of little variety, even 
these had no longer aught to mark a difference among them, 
nothing to attract attention or excite thought. The sameness 
of every thing weighed on the spirits, and the mind itself flag
ged under the want of excitement; while even such as there 
was, proved but Il wearisome iteration of what had often oc
curred before. On no occasion, even when all was new, had 
there been much to interest; far less was there, now that we 
bad so long been imprisoned to almost one spot: and, with as 
little to see as to reflect on, there were not materials from which 
any thought, keeping clear of the equal hazards of falsity or 
romance, could have constructed an interesting narrative. On 
the land there was nothing of picture~que to admit of descrip
tion: the hills displayed no character, the rocks were rarely 
possessed of any, and the lakes and rivers were without beauty. 
Velretation there was hardly any, and trees there were 'none; 
while, had there even existed a beauty of scenery, every thing 
was suffocated and deformed by the endless, wearisome, heart
sinking, uniform, cold load of ice and snow. On the sea, there 
was no variety; for here, equally, all was ice during the far 
greater part of the year, and it was thus inditTerent what was 
water and wIlat land. Rarely did the sky show aught to re
place this dearth of beauty and variety below; all the means of 
picturesque display were wintry, and when we turned to the 
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moral picture, what was it but the rare sight of men whose mi
serable peculiarities were too limited to interest us long, and 
wh@se ideas were exhausted at almost tbe first meeting. Wbo, 
confined to Much materials as tbese, shall bope to produce a book 
of interest and amusement? It is worse than tbe condemnation 
to ,. make bricks without straw." 

Sept. 1; to-day tbe ice set in, and carried away one of our 
warping lines, obliging us to let go the bower ancbor; after 
wbich the ship was secured witbin twenty yards of the shore, 
with a piece of ice grounded between us and the rocks, and 
with another at hand to which :we might moor if necessary. 
Tberc were rain and snow on the second, and the passage was 
:avigablc; but we could not attempt it till the morning's tide. 

The wind tben came to blow from the north, and in the evening 
the ice in tbe strait had made it impassable. At night there 
was a gale with snow. 

Sept. 4; notbing could be done on Sunday, the ice driving 
up and down in a compact mass; so that it was in every sense 
a day of rest. The gale continued on tbe fifth till nOOIl, and 
was succeeded by a fall of snow, so that we could not see the 
state of the ice in the strait. Tbe land was quite covered on 
tbe following morning, and the wind and ebb together brought 
the ice into the bay with such rapidity, Ihat the ship could not 
be warped back in time, and we were obliged to take to one of 
tbe grounded masses for fear of being carried on the rocks. 
Here we bad to sustain much heavy pressure, and were lifted 
up two feet, with a heel to starboard; being thus obliged to 
remain during four bours in this 'awkward position. The ice 
afterwards receding, we were enabled to warp up to the shore 
under cover of a quay formed by a large piece of au iceberg. 
There were showers of snow in the evening, and the ice was 
all close set outMide. 

Sept. 7;. tllls day was moderate, but a'1l attempts to get a view 
from the bigh lanu proved in vain, in consequence of a storm 
of snow. On the next, there being a northerly wind, the ice in 
the offing was observed to drive rapidly to the southward, It 
was the same on the following, with variatioll<S of the wind and 
weather; and the larger lakes were almost entirely frozen over, 
whereas the small ones had escaped .. The harbour was covered 
with ice in the evening, and the thermometer fell to 22°. 

Sept. 10; it was even more completely sheeted with bay ice 
on Saturday; and, in the offing, all was motionless. Nature 
did not.permit Sunday to be other than aday of rest, even had 
we been inclined to transgress its laws. On Monday it blew 
hard from the north ward, and the ice was worse packed than 
ever, if that could be. After four hours of variable wind, it 



384 VpYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

settled ih tlle north on the next day, and in the evening, blew 
a gale, with clear weather; the temperature, for the first 
time this month, heing under 20°. The ice remained unal
tered. 

Sept. 14; the new ice was thick enough to skate on: but it 
was an amusement that we would gladly have dispensed with. 

Hyde Park is doubtless a gnat regale to those who can ex
hibit their attitudes to the fair crowds who flock to see that 
which the sex is reputed to admire: and it is a regale, in a bet
ter sense, when the power of flying along the surface of the 
f?;la5sy ice, as tbe fishes glide tbrougb the water, and the birds 
float in the air; with a velocity that requires no exertion, is of 
an OCf1urrence so rare, and is confined to so short a season. In 
another way, is this almost supernatural mode of motion de
lightful not less tban useful, when the milk-maids of Holland 
can thus sail with their commodities to a market, the rivals. 
not of steam-boats and mail-coaches, but of the birds and. the 
fishes. Yet more than delightful is it, to see the ice holidays of 
Sweden and Russia, when all the world is in motion, as well 
by land as by water, yet wllere land and water are but one ele
ment; when all tbp, chivalry of each sex, all thoughtless of any 
thing bf'yond the present moment, is absorbed in the minutes 
that pass, as if the whole world had no other occupation than 
to fly from all care and thouf?;ht, to leave every thing behind 
tllem, even as the lightninf?; flashes through the regions of space, 
heedless of all that exists beneath its bumin?," career. . 

But what had we to do with all this? To us, the sight of 
ice was a pla?,"ue, a vexation, a torment, an evil, a matter of 
despair. Could we have skated the country over; it would not 
have been an amusement; for there was no object to gain, no 
society to contend witb in the race of fame, no one to admire 
us, no rivalry, no encouragement, no object. We had exercise 
enough without this addition: and worst of all, the ice which 
bound us and ollr ship in fetters of worse than iron, which sur
rounded us, obstructed us, imprisoned us, annoyed us in every 
possible manner, and thus haunted and vexed us for ten months 
of the year, had long become so odious to OUf si~ht, that I rloubt 
if all the occupation which the skating on it could have afforded 
us, would not rather hal'e been a grievance than an enjoyment. 
We hated its sight, because we hated its effects; and every 
thing that belonged to it, every idea associated with it was 
hateful. 

Is there anyone who loves the sight of ice and snow? I ima
gine, now, that I always doubted this: I am quite sure of it at 
present. The thought of ice may possibly suggest agreeable 
sensations in a hot July day; the sight of a Swiss glacier, in 
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the same weather, is "refreshing" I doubt not. "This al~o is 
picturesque, I admit, as are .the frozen. ~ummits of t~e Alps, 
particularly under the rosy tInts of a riSIng or a settIDg sun. 
These, and more, are beauties; and they are not the less bt'au
tiful that they are, to some, rarities, while they are also ch~r~ 
acteristic, and are portions of a general landscape, ~o wll1?h 
they give a new and peculi~r ,interest, as t~ey ~dd to.lts v~~le
ties. In the present days, It IS not also a httle III praIse 01 Ice, 
,that the traveller can saYi I have visited Switzerland, I have 
scrambled across a glacier, I have seen the sun rise on Mont 
Blanc while the earth below was still in shade, I have ascended 
it, I, even I, the fearless and enterprising, have ascended the 
father of mountains, 'yea, even when the guides hung back in 
fear. Even thus is ice beautiful, regaling, acceptable. 

Thus, too, is snow the delight of schoulboys: have we not aU 
hailed the falling feathers, because we should now make snow
balls and pelt each other, and erect a statue of heaven knows 
who, a colossus of snow, to melt away. like the palace of the 
great female autocrat, before the sun. Is it not, too, the em
blem of virgin purity and, innocence, and might not much more 
be said in praise and admiration of snow? 1 t is an evil, how
ever, to balance against all this, that it deforms all landscape, 
destroys all" keeping," by confounding distances, and with 
that, proportions, and with that, too, more and worse than all 
else, the harmony of colouring; giving us a motley patchwork 
of black and white, in place of t1JOse sweet gradations 
and combinations of colour which nature produces, in her sum
mer mood, even amid the most deformed and harsh of land
scapes. 
. These are the objections to a snow landscape, which even 
the experience of a day may futNish: how much more, when, 
for more than half the year, all the element above head is snow, 
when the gale is a gale of snow, the fog a fog of snow, when 
the sun shines but to glitter on the snow which is, yet does not 
fall, when the breath of the mouth is snow, when snow settles 
Oll the hair, the dress, the eyelashes, where snow falls aTound 
us and fills our chall)ners, our beds, our dishes, should we open 
a door, should the e~ternal air get access to our "penetralia ;" 
where the" crystal stream" in which we mnst quench our thirst 
is a kettle of snow with a lamp of oil, where our sofas are of 
suow, and our houses of snow: when snow was our decks 
snow our awnings, snow our observatories, snow 'our larders; 
SIIOW our salt; and, when all the other use,s of snow should be 
at last of no more avail, our coffins and our graves were to be 
graves and coffins of snow. 

Is this not more than enough of snow than _suffices for admi-
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ration? is it not worse, tbat during ten of dIe months in ayear, 
tbe ground is snow, and ice, and" slusb; " that during the 
whole year its tormenting, chilling, odious presence is ever be
fore the eye 1 Who more than I lias admired the glaciers of the 
extreme nortb; who more has loved to contemplate the icebergs 
sailing from the Pole before the tide and the gale, floating along 
the ocean, througb calm and through storm, like castles and 
towers alld mountains, gorg"eous in colouring, and magnificent, 
if often capriciolls, in form; and have I too not sought amid 
the crashing and the splitting and the thundering roarings of a 
sea of moving mountains, for the sublime, and felt that nature 
could do no more? In all this there has been beauty, horror, 
danger, every thing that could excite; they would have excited 
a poet even to the verg"e of madness. But to see, to have seen, 
ice and snow, to have felt snow and ice for ever, and nothing 
for ever but snow and ice during all the months of a year, to 
have seen and felt but u~interrupted and unceasing ice and 
snow during all the months of four .rears, this it is that has 
made the sight of those most chilling and wearisome objects an 
evil which is still one in recollection, as if the remembrance 
would never cease. 

Sept. 15; there was now no open water to be seen from the 
hill. The general temperature was 32°, bllt it did not freeze in 
the sun: a petty consolation indeed. The record of the six
teenth was not better, and Saturday left us as it had found. us. 
It is little to notice, but much where there was nothing else to 
remark, that a great many grouse had been killed in the last 
week. In such a life as ours, even the capture of an arctic 
mouse was an event: and if it is the custom, now, for naviga
tors to tell every thing, to write without materials, what could 
we do but follow the fashion, and conform to the established 
usages? 

. Sunday exempts me from a ny record. Monday does not fllr
~lIsh one, if it be not that we were employed in sawing the hay 
Ice about the ship, in case the outer masses should set it in mo
tl.on and annoy us. This it did in spite of our precautions; 
sInce the heavy ice from the outside pressed upon it during the 
following day, yet without doing us any harm. 

Sept. 21 ; it blew fresh, with the wind to the northward; in 
consequence of which the ice drifted, but still remained station
ary at the harbour's mouth, so that we gained nothing. On the 
next morning, the old ice quitted the bay, but the new remain
ed ; the sea outside was covered with heavy masses of the same 
interminable materials, and the land with snow. We were in 
a worse condition than ever. 

Sept. 23; on this day we were able to carry tbe ship to an 
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edge of the outer ice, doing' this under th~ c~Jan.ce that the fol
lowing day might favour our escape. ThiS, It did not choose to 
do. There was the usual hope, if wishes can be called by this 
name, and that was all. On Sunday the pressure of the outer 
ice gave us some additional trouhle, but there was no good to 
balance it. For the present, we were "hard and fast:" I do 
not wtll know who expected any thing better to follow. If 
anyone was silly enough to do this, he was ~disappointed. 

Sept. 26; the only addition that a storm and drift snow could 
make was that of preventing us from wasting our time in hopes 
or speculations: there was nothing to be seen, and nothing was 
now leOft for conjecture. We had at least the certainty, on the 
following day of clear weather,that the ice was as closely packed 
as it could possibly be: it is some gail} in this life not to be 
troubled with hoping. A gale of wind on the twenty-eighth 
could not have mended the state of things: but whatever was 
the fact, the snow-drift was such that we could see nothing. In 
the last days, the thermometer, at night, had ranged between 
16° and 30°. The two following ones were as nothing; and the 
cnd of the month found us exactly in the same condition, with 
our prospects of freedom becoming less every day. 

I may indeed say that they had ceased. It was impossible 
to expect any further progress under such a mass and weight 
of winter as that wbich surrounded us: even in a much better 
one, ~it was not to have been expected. The worst part of the 
prospect, however. was the distant one; it seemed likely that 
the ship would never be extricated, and that we should be com
pelled to abandon her, with all that was on board. 

But I believl> that this dream was like many others which 
men form, under the usual condition of life. We fear evil 
e.vents, or rather, I believe, imagine that we fear them, and 
then argue or talk ourselves into the belief that they must really 
happen, while our soberer judgment, under the solitude of our 
own thoughts (unless these should be those of the naturally 
despairing or the hypochondriacal), is tbat the probabilities are 
in our fa.vollr, that the evil which we imagined ourselves to fear 
will never occur, that something, we neither know nor considc; 
what, will extricate us from the evii, as we have been extri
cated before. Thus did we fear and hope, anticipate in de
s~air, and then anticipate a far other. prospect: rt'lief, escape, 
tnumph, the return to our own home In England, and a return 
no boast of what we had ,attempted, what 0 we had suffered, 
what we had feared, what we had achieved. :rhe uniformity of our journal gives to the whole record of 
thiS month, a tranquil appearance; as if nothing was out of 
the common order, and as if we had been all, like the ship, at 
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peace. It was a very different thing, however, as our minds 
were concerned; but what is a journal of hourly hopes and 
fears of fears indeed morc than hopes to those who cannot 
feel t'hem ; of regrets under which we could: not, on examina
tion, blame. ourselves, and of that anxiety which has no re
pose? 

Do men write, on such occasions, what they think and what 
they feel? I should desire other proof of this than any which 
I have yet seen. The every-day work, and, above all, when 
that every-day work is to exert ourselves for the preservation 
of life, were there even not the heavier, the ever down_weigh
ing duty;of preserving the lives of others, leaves liWe time for 
any reflections but those which the circumstances demand. 
I am much mistaken if the time of action is that also of reflec
tion, of other thoughts at least than are imperious for the ends 
in view. We act, because we must, and, for the most part, I 
hope, rightly: a time comes, when we can think of what we 
did, and when, I suspect, we only imagine what we then 
thought: but it matters little: historians imagine what othtr 
men thought two thousand years since, and surely we have as 
much right to believe that what we think now was what wc 
ourselves thought a year before. 

On the men, the effect was tangible, because it was simple. 
When we first moved from our late harbour, every man looked 
'forward to bis three years' wages, his return to England, and 
his meeting with friends and family; the depression of their 
spirits was now proportionate. They were not less in haste, 
perhaps, to relate th.eir adventures, most of them having kept 
journals; but, at present, it was bettn not to dwell on these 
matters, by any premature discussions: the time of resolving 
what was to be done, and of labouring to effect it, was to come 
ere long. 

Compared to the preceding Septembers in point of tempera~ 
ture the present stands thus to that of 1829 and to that of 
1830, namely, baving a mean of 6 deg;rees less than the first, 
and of 4 deg-rees less than the last: and in the three, the ex
tremes .stand thus: 

. 1829 highest 40° plus, lowest, 17° plus. 
1830 do. 43 plus, do. 5 plus. 
183l do. 36 plus, do. 6 plus. 

The comparison.of the weather is more remarkable. In 
1829, there were storms, which broke up the ice, and finally 
drove it to the southward, so as to allow us to navigate this 
very sea at the same date. It was equally stormy in 1.830, 
with the same effects: so that we could have sailed from the 
posit~on in which we now were, as Ill-to .as the fifth of Octob.ol" 
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But the present month had been generally a tra~quil one; 
there having been but one gale, and that .late; whIle, as the 
chief winds had been from the eastward, the blockade of the 
land and the sea proved complete. There was not an atom of 
water to be seen; and the ground was everywhere deep with 
snow. 

Our situation presented the usual mixture of good and evil. 
It was out of the track of anima:ts, there were no rivers, and we 
did not know of any fish in the small lakes near us .. If we 
could not therefore look for any supplies from those sources, 
neither could we from the natives, as the interval between them 
and us was filled with impassable ice. If our aspect was a 
southern one, yet there were high hills to the southward, which 
much shortened the already too sbort visits of the sun. 'rho 
harbour was safe; much too safe iudeed; since, for all motion, 
not less than for hazard of injury, we might as well have bet'n 
walled in with masonry on dry land. 

The first of the future objects was to economize in provisions, 
still more in fuel; and, of course, to take all possible care of 
the health of the men. Their spirits were to be kt'pt up as 
might best be; and the topics of consolation could be found~ 
whatever they might seem to the several different characters 
which our crew included. We were really on our return, and 
had made some progress; while there was no reason why that 
should not be complete in the following year. Tht're was still 
before ns the Fury's remaining store; and there were boats, to 
carry us into Davis's strait, should we he obliged to abandon 
the ship; where we should eitht'r meet a whaler, or It'ach the 
Danish settlements in Greenland. If more was said than i 
Ilere repeat, the usual result followed: the hopeful did not 
pope more, and the despondent continued to despair. " ' 
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CHAl"'fER XLVII. 

JOURNAL OF OCTOBER---THE JOURNALS OF NOVEMBER AND DE

CEMBER, AND THE END OF THE YEAR. 

THE weather was foggy and calm on Octoberl, ~nd.was little 
different on Sunday. On the following day the Ice m the off
ing was in motion; and, on tbe next, the vessel was cut into a 
better berth in ten fathoms water, while the rudder was un
shipped. It' came to blow on the fifth, and .the outward ice 
began to move and drift to the northward, showing some open 
water at daylight about a mile from the ship. We therefore 
cut channels in the new ice, that we mig'ht be prepared should 
it open more; but it became calm in tbe evening, and all re
mained as before. 

On the three last days of tbe week the temperature was be
tween 16° and 19° ; the weather being variable, with a nor
therly breeze on Saturday, which caust'd a lane and a pool of 
water in the offiug; but this was all that occurred to mark ~the 
first week in October. 

Sunday was only noticeable by the. thermometer falling to 
8°, anrl by tilt' disappearance of the little open water oftbe prt'
ceding day. On Monday we began to unbend the sails and 
dismantle tbe sbip. It would bave been keeping up the farce 
of hope much too idly to have delayed this longer. An obser
vatory on shore was therefore commenced: we were at home 
for the remainder of another year; such home as it was. 

The weather was little noticeable on tbe following days. 
The unrigging and stowing on shore went on, and a chain was 
passed twice round the vessel" a midships." It was our in
tention to sink the vessel, or rather, as she must sink in no 
long time, in consequence of her leaks, to provide tbe means 
of raising her again, should any vessel bereafter return to tbe 
place wbere she was thus deposited, in safety equally from 
winds, waves, ice, and Esquimaux. Of the wisdom of tbis pro
vision for the future, for a future as unlikely to occur as that 
of a season of spring and roses in Bootllia Felix, I have not 
much to say; but it is probably our nursery education, as it 
may be something else, which induces us to do all that we can 
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in prevention of waste, or, like our grandmothers, to preserv6 
old rags, or what not, because their turn oi service will come 
ioundat some indefinite future, should we live on to that pro
b.lematical period; which does not, I believe, very often 
arrive. 

Havin"" effeeted this eperation, the anchors were carried on 
shore, a nOd tbe boats turned bottom upwards on the ice. Part 
of the housing was also set up, and the week ended with the 
thermometer at lOco A.lane of clear water was again seen to 
the northward, but this had now become a matter of iudiffer
ence. Clear water or ice, all was now the same: it was very 
certain that we had now settled ourselves for the winter. In 
other days and otbes navigatious such a sight was even more 
than bope: it was now long since it had been but the water 
of Tantalus: yet even less than that, since the certainty of 
disappointment had so far paraly zed all hope, that we had 
Dot even the pains of anxiety to torment us. All was now in
different: we were locked up by irruptable ohains, and had 
.ceased equally to hope or to fear. 

Tbere was variable weather on the seventeentb, but it was 
fine for tbe season, tbougb attended by occasional falls of snow. 
Tbe temperature went on gradually subsiding till it reached 
zero on Thursday night, and was once at minus 2°; being the 
til"st fall as yet to that part of the scale. At this time there 
was a strong northerly wind, with snow. The usual work of 
the .sbip and its winter arrangements served to occupy these 
days, and it was fortunate that there was work to do; what 
else on earth could have preserved us from despa.ir? 

Oct 21 ; the maximum of this day was minus 2°; and it was 
a very low temperaturc for this.month, compared to that ofthe 
former years. On the foHowing the lowest was minus 14C• 

The temperature was but little' higher this day, and on Mon
day it fell to minus 23°; making the whole fall 5()c within three 
days. A few hares and grouse had been seen, and some were 
shot, while tbe track of a glutton had been also observed. 
Part of our own occupation was to continue the survey of the 
present spot, so as to complete our chart, and to take the alti
tudes oftbe hills; while, if out work is not accurate as well as 

. minute, it was not at least for want of time. ' 
There was a storm on the morning of the twenty-fifth, and it 

blew so violently as to tear in rags the canvass of our housin"', 
which had now gone through a long service. We could n~t 
.cven attempt to ·save it, from the great danger of exposing the 
men to the cold. From the north, the wind changed to the 
south on the following day; and when we could look out, we 
f{lund that it bad cleared the hills of snow. It continued vari
able doring th.e remainder of the week, with a temperature 

2 B . 
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.about zero; and the reconstruction of a housing found full em
ployment for the people. 

The weather on Sunday was fine, but the thermometer fell to 
7° minus. Two reindeer had been seen on the Jakes, somewhat. 
unexpectedly; and, on lVionclay, it was remarkahle ,that the 
temperature ranged between 11' minus, and 17C p.lus. . 

The summary of this October cannot be much, JD detaIl, .and 
is of as little moment in point of interest. Some preparatIOns 
for sinking' the ship in spring, had been made. as I have 
already noticed, under our project of travelling by land and by 
boats to the place of the Fury's stores. Every thing, except the 
provisions and stores indispensable for our use, had been 
landed; and the two boats had been placed in such a position 
as to admit of the construction of sled~es under them . 

. The temperature had rang'ed from 22° plus to 230 minus; tIle 
mean had heen 8c plus, and the eXlremes 2&C plus and 23C minus. 
The thickness of the sea ice was found to be nineteen inches on 
the last day of the month; and, of that on the lake, twenty-two. 

On the health of the crew there is nothing new to observe. 
The first five days of N ovemher exhibited no remarkable 

changes, and there was work enough for the men, in banking 
up the ship with snow, in building observatories, and in other 
arrang'ements similar to those formerly recorded. The highest 
range of the thermometer was plus 200

, and the lowest minus 
2C

• Nov. 6; on Sunday it fell to 16C minus in the evening, and 
to 17c at midnight. The weather, consequently, was cold. We 
hafl not yet been sufficientl)" trained to the new winter . 
. Of this training to temperatures which men undergo, I have 

spoken before; and every season of our long experience in this 
country served to COil vince me still more of the truth of OUf 

conclusions on this subject. It is not my business to explain 
the fact or assign the reasons i why do not the physiologists, 
who know every thing, tell us the ea use, give us at least a wordy 
theory, iftheycan do more? I have seen the same under all tem
peratures, in the West Indies and the East; in Sweden, and 
here in the extreme north of America, under the eqninoctialline, 
and beyond the arctic circle. Yet I know not how to believe 
that those who remigrate from India, west or east, to England, 
endure the first winter better tlvm the second, that they have. 
been so thoroughly heated, as they imagine, by a few years' re
sidence in the tropical regions, as to require a year's cooling to 
make theHl sensible of a lower temperature. But words per
form greater wonders than this: it has been ollce so said, they 
have heard it, and they believe, as men believe in ghosts and 
much more, because their nurses have so taught them. 

The week that followed proceeded in a very uniform and un
interesting; manner. The weather was, on the whole, mild, 
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compared witll Sunday, and though variable, was, for the most 
part, fine. Yet the tbermo'meter reached 190 on Monday. After 
this, it went on rising till the tenth, when it came up to plus 
17< at midnight, ending on Saturday night at 7", after having 
fallen to minus 2e at mid-day. The usual labour, observations, 
exercise, and shooting, went on, and we were in need of 
them all. 

Nov. 13 to 19; there is not a novelty to mark the days on
wards from Sunday till the following Saturday. The character 
of the weather changed many times in every day, bnt it was 
never very bad. On the ,whole, it was becoming colder, and 
the lowest midnight thermometer was 20" minus: on the Thurs
day it was as high as plus 17e• The de('k was covered with 
snow in the usual manner, for our protection during the re
mainder of the winter, which was now fully arrived. 

Nov. 20 to 26 ; if there was any difference between this week 
and tbe preceding, it was that it felt colder, on account of fre
quent northerly breezes, though the thermometer did not once 
fall so low, having never been beyond 18", while not often lower 
than 7" or 8" minus. The first threatening of scurvy iIi one of 
the men was observed at this time: and on this subject I am 
bound to offer a few remarks. 

Every reader of voyages well knows what ilefeats of naval ex
peditions have been often the result of this terrific disease, how 
often the crews of ships have not merely been rendered ineffec
tive, but have been destroyed by it: facts for which it would 
suffice to refer to Lord Anson's voyage. It is known, too, that 
it has raged with peculiar severity in the crews of vessels navi
gating these northern climates, and not only in men at sea, but 
among those who had wintered on shore; as is amply testified 
by the destruction of the Dutch crew so often narrated. 

For this latter fact, the nature of the food and the country 
will account to medical men, so that I need not dwell on the 
particulars. It is true that the greater prpcautions, of various 
kinds, which have been adopted in both the naval and mer
cantile service since the time of Cook, have most materially 
diminished this evil; yet we were placed in circumstances that 
every modern precaution and all our attentions could not have 
been expected to resist, and to resist for so long a period. 

Notwithstanding all this, the event that I have just recorded 
was the first real appearance of this dreadful scourge; as the 
subsequent record of this voyage, even to the moment of quitting 
this country after four years of detention, and during the whole 
of what I may almost call one long winter, unparalleled, too, 
for its severity, shows that it never very seriously assailed our 
people, and, almost without exception, was the cause of serious 
injury to none. 



394 VOYAGE OF D1SCOVERY_ 

That this was tbe consequence of care, cannot be doubted: 
how far the effect is due to the commander of the expedition, 
it does not become me to say; but care there was, and on the 
part of more than myself, or the good results in question could 
never have been. It must! be seen, in the first place, that we 
were entirely cut off from one of the b;)st known and most ef
fective means of prevention and remedy; since the country 
produced no vegetable fool, nor could our mel! learn the use 
of fish oil, which I believe to be one of the antiscorbutics pro
vided by natme for tbe inhabitants of these frozen climates. 
It is not less true that a large proportion of our provisions con
sisted in the usual salt meat, of pork at least; but if we bad an 
occasional resource in the fish which we found in the country, 
and in the preserved meat, the vinegar, the sngar, and the 
lemon-juice of our stores, I doubt if these, which have so often 
proved of small efficacy, would have maintained our men in 
health during so long a period, and in such a climate. 

There was more wanted; and that we obtained by those at
tentions which I must now point out, for the benefit of future 
navigators in the same country. 'l'be southern whalers assert, 
that as a want of water is one of the most clficient causes of 
scurvy, so they find a remedy in supplying this to their crews, 
without stint. In this matter we imitated their practice, though 
obliged for the most part to obtain our own water through arti
ficial heat. With tilt' same view, we never suffered our people 
to remain in their w('t clothes, as our contrivance in warming 
their habitation between decks, and in carrying off the steam 
generated in it, maintained this place in a state of perpetual 
comfort and dryness. 

Rarely, in addition, were they ever so long exposed to cold 
as to sulfer materially from it; knowing well, as we did, how 
this source of debility tends to the production of the disease in 
question. Being furtller, too, aware of the value of exercise 
for the same purpose, it was my object to find them constant 
employment, or when this was impossible, from the attention 
paid to the Sundays, and from the nature of the weather, they 
were commanded to walk, for a certain number of hours on the 
shore, or if this was impracticable, on OUf well-roofed and shel
tered deck. 

Further than all this, and I may name it as tbe last precau_ 
tion, their minds were never suJIered to brood over evils or to 
sink into de~pair, as far as it was in our power to prevent this: 
while I may say, that on the whole, our efforts were highly suc
cessful. Yet if I still add, the restriction at first in the use of 
spirits, and at length tbe final abandonment of this false and 
pernicious stimulus, I have little doubt that I thus cut off one 
of the, causes, ,which, if it may:not absolutely generate scurvy. 
matenally assists others in the production of that disease. _ 
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Such is what! have thought it useful to state 011 this subject: 
If they were not the true causes of our exemption, they are all 
that now occur to me; but though I should have mad"l any mis
take in this matter,- I can still appeal to the result. We were 
almost entirely free from this disease for a very long period, we 
suffer"d but little, even at the worst; and I brought back to 
England a crew which, as it had little cause of complaint when 
in this horrible climate, has now no reason to repent of any 
of the rigours which it braved, or the sufferings which it en
dured. 

Nov. 27 to 30; tbe thermometer being now 200 minus with 
a fresh breeze, the men were unable to walk after divine ser
vice. On Monday it fell to 30°, and on Tuesday to 40° in the 
middle oftbe day. The lowest of the four days was 42° minus. 
We had passed the freezing point of mercury once more; hut 
the weather being calm, the men were not prevented from walk
ing outside of the ship. The thickness of the sea ice at the end 
of this month was two feet nine inches. 

With the exception of a few days it had been a mild month 
the sky being very generally cloudy and overcast: a fact which 
as is now well known to everyone conversant with the theory 
of heat, is sufficient to account for this state of things. We had, 
indeed, abundant experience to make us dread a hright and 
clear sky; and, while we knew well (apart from all the know
ledge that we might possess respecting the radiation of heat) 
how to value an overcast and cloudy ODe, even too long for the 
"coelum nnhibus foedum" of our own dear England, so did we 
often cease to regret the fogs that covered us (when, at least, 
they did not obstruct our travelling), by knowing, as well as 
feeling, that with the few well-known exceptions which I need 
not here relate, they served to keep us warm. 

The mean temperature for this month turned out to be 9° 
higher than that of last November, and 50 higher than that of 
the same month in 1829; but it ended with a severity far ex
ceeding either of them. 

We had improved the method of covering the deck, by 
placing a layer of gravel and sand beneath that of snow, which 
prevented the heat below from melting it. Other improvements, 
suggested by experience, had blleD made in the internal ac
commodations. 

Our allowance of bread had been necessarily reduced, but so 
was that of salt meat: notwithstanding which last alteration, 
and the use of spruce beer, six men were slightly afflicted with 
scurvy: wbich, however, was checked by means of lemon
juice. Their despondency seemed to have c.eased. 

Very few celestial observations had been obtained, in conse
quence of the state of the sky; but the magnetical ones and 
others had proceeded. Th~ sport on shore had been far better 
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than we had anticipated, including hares, grouse, and wiIJow 
partridges. 

The first of December was very cold, with a temperature of 
41° minus: and the following did not differ. 

At six on the morning of the tbird it blew a heavy gale from 
the north; threatening once more to destroy our roof, which 
was secured with some difficulty. On Sunday it was still worse, 
with a heavy drift; and the result was. as soon as we could see 
any thing, to find that all the hills had been laid bare, and the 
valleys filled with snow. It did not moderate till the evening 
of the following day, with a temperature of minus 6°. 

It became calm and fine, on the sixth, and I ascended a Ilill, 
estimated at a thousand feet high. Thence I was smprised to 
see the sun's upper limb, passing in azimuth: it had disap
peared astronomically. on tbe 25tll of November, nor had we 
seen it since the 23d, through any refraction. Under the same 
extraordinary refractive power in the atmosphere, the islands 
were also raised far hig'her than I had ever seen them. There 
was nothing interesting hence onwards till Saturday. The 
wind was from all quarters alternately, and the lower mask 
of the thermometer, being on the last of the week, was 22° 
minus. 

Dec. 11 to 17; Sunday came in with a strong northerly gale, 
whiclJ, with a temperature of 24° minus, made it very cold. On 
Monday at noon it moderated, so that the next day was calm 
and clear; but another gale sprung up on the fourteenth, blow
ing bard during the two following days, but ending in a calm 
and clear Saturday. The temperature varied during the week 
between 20 and 310 minus. 

Dec. 18 to 24; it being calm and clear on Sunday, the tem
perature fell to 35°. It continued fine till the twentieth at night, 
when it blew a storm, and the thermometer rose to 8°; while 
that gale, with severe drift snow, increased till mid-day on tbe 
twenty- first, subsiding to a calm in the evening. Thus it con
tinued till the twenty-fourth, the thermometer having ranged 
between 24c and 360. 

Dec. 25; Christmas-day was made a holiday in all senses. 
In the cabin dinner, the only fact worth remarking was, a round 
of beef which had been in the Fury's stores for eig'ht years, and 
which, with some verI and some vegetables, was as g'ood as the 
day on which it was cooked. 

I knew not whether the preservation of this meat, thus se
cured, be interminahle or not; but what we brought home, is 
now, in 1835, as good as when it went out from the hands of' 
the maker, or whatever be his designation, the Gastronome for 
eternity in short, in 1823. If it can be kept so long without the 
slightest alteration, without even the diminution of flavour in 
such things as hare soup and puree of carrots, why may it not. 
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endure for ever, supposing that the vt"ssels wel'e themselves 
perdurable? Often have I imagined wh.at we should have felt 
had Mr. Appert's contrivance (of which, however, neither lJe 
nor his successors are the real c1iscoverers), been known 10 
R lme, could we have dug out of Herculaneum or Pompeii one 
of the suppers of Lucullus or the dishes of N asidienus; tl,e 
" fat paps of a sow," a boar with the one half roasted and the 
other boiled. or a murama fattened on Syrian slaves; or, 3S 

might have happened, a box of sauces l)repared, not by ]\1[ ... 
Burgpss, bLit by the very hands of Apicius himself. How mUlh 
more would antiquaries, and they even more than Kitchener or 
Dde, have trinmphed at finding a dish from the court of' 
Amenophis or Cp.phrenes, in the tombs of the Pharaohs; have 
regaled over potted dainties of four thousand years' standing', 
and have joyed in writing books on the cookery of the Shepherd 
king's, or of him who was drowned in tbe Red Sea. Is it pos
sible that this may yet be, some thousand years bence, tbat the 
ever-during frost of Boothia Felix may pressrve the equally 
ever-during canisters of tIle Fury, and thus deliver down to 
a remote posterity the dinners cooked in London during the 
reign of George the Fourth? Happy indeed will sucb a day be 
for the antiquaries of Boothia Felix, and happy the Boothia to 
which .such discoveries shall be reserved. 

Dec. 26 to 31; there was nothing to note in the next three 
days, bnt the loss of two of our dogs: a serious one now, since 
they could not be replaced, and were to form part of our future 
dependence. The remainder of this month was equally uniform 
and dull, and it ended with the thermometer at 270 : in the four 
first it had not been more than 37C

• On cutting the ice on the 
last day, its thickness pruved to be four feet in ,the sea, and six 
inches more in the lake. 

This month of December commenced with the mercury frozell; 
but a change took place on the third, just after the new moon; 
and we experienced, for three weeks, such a succession of storms 
as we had never before witnessed. These had the effect of 
raising the temperature, Jet less than usual; while, though 
little snow fell, the drift was very great, since that which had 
falLen was like fine flour. 

The men were much reduced in strength, but the scurvy had 
be.enkept in check. One man alone, Dixon, being afflicted with 
a complication of disorders, was 110t expected to live very long. 

The comparative view of the December of this and the two 
preceding years, may be thus abstracted: 

1829 Highest, lowest, and mean temperature - 8 - 37 -23.08 
1830 Ditto . + 6-47-20.24 
1831 Ditto -2-42-23.96 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

THE JOURNALS OF JANUARY, FEBRUARY, AND MAIlCH. 

1832, Jan. 1 to 5; Sunday being past, we prepared our minin~ 
tools for tbe purpose of making a place of concealment for our 
stores. A very brilliant meteor, as large as tbe moon, was 
seen, finally splitting into sparks, and illuminating tbe wbole 
valley. The thermometer fell to 36" on Tuesday, and to 40 on 
tbe following day; rising again but to r"ach the same point on 
the next, when tbere was a brilliant aurora of a golden colour, 
passing 'throug'h tbe nOl,th star. I repeated the experiment 
formerly made with tbe differential thermometer, to as little 
purpose. 

Jan. 6 to 8; the thermometer came down to 45 !leg., but, 
being calm, it was n{)t ,cry cold: it is certain also tbat we had 
now resumed our winter standard of sensation on this subject. 
The aurora was again seen on Saturday; and Sunday passed 
as usual. The invalid Dixon was considered as rapidly becom
ing worse . 

.Jan. 9 to 14; till the thirteenth, the weather was variable, but 
tranquil, and often calm. The temperature rose from 45 deg. 
as far as 12 deg. On the tenth, the long-ailing James Dixon 
died. A heavy fall of snow, with a storm from the north-west
'" ard, brought another week to a close. The same men who 
had been employed, whenever it was possible, on the tunnd, 
had also prepared the grave for our patient. 

Jan. 15 to 2l; it was necessary to postpone the funeral on 
account of the weather: but a sermon appropriate to the sub
ject was selected for this Sund~y. On the following morning 
the interment took place with the usual solemnities. The 
two next days were mild, and the work of the tunnel went on. 
On the thre-e last of the week, the weather was variable, and 
the tbermometer from 26° to 29°. 

Jan. 21 to 28; it began however to blow fresh on Saturday 
night, and continued with great severity all this day and the 
following. On Tnesday it fell a little at noon, but was as vio
lent as ever in the evening. In spite of the d rift, the sun was 
seen on this day, but the storm continued on the twenty-fifth 
and did not subside till the noon of the following day, when it 
was clear and calm. The last two days of the week wtre 
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moderate, and the thermometer ended on SatuI'day night at 
33c• 

Jan. 29 to 31; on the Sunday and Monday the wind was 
north, and it was very cold, with a thermometer at 30". It 
varied little on the following; and the month ended on the 
thirty-first, witll a temperature of 26c• Little or nothing could 
be done out of the ship on most of the past days, and our exer-
cise was equally ]'estricted to the deck. . 

During three out of the weeks of this month there was windy 
or stormy weather, which made the cold severe, though the 
mean temperature was only two degrees lower than it had been 
in the pre.ceding January. That mean is 27° minus, and the 
highest and lowest are miuus 80 and minus 47°, We tried to 
find some consolation in anticipating that Baffin's bay would 
be cleared of ice by these north winds. 

The weather interfered so much with our observations, that 
they amount to nothing; besides which we had not a nautical 
almanac for the present year. Of the aurora which is noted 
a,bove, I may remark that it affected the magnetic needle to an 
unusual degree. 

Our medical report now begins to be very different from 
what it had hitherto been. All were much enfeebled; and 
there was a good deal of ailment without any marked diseases. 
An old wound in my own Ride had broken out, with bleeding; 
and I knew too well that this was oue of the indications of 
squrvy. That all were in a very anxious state, needs not be 
said: and he on whom all the responsibility fell was not least 
the victim of anxiety. But men must be thus situated before 
they can appreciate the feelings of any of us. 

Feb, I to 4; the month began with a furious storm, which 
continued for two days, and subsided on the third; the ther
mometer rising from 24° to 180

• The ice was cut through, and 
its thickness found to be five feet and upwards. The lake, at 
the same depth, was frozen to the bottom. We were suffi
ciently prisoners by the hopeless state of the ship; butit seemed 
destined that she should he really our prison, as the stormy and 
cold weather rendered it seldom possible to show ourselves 
beyond the roof or deck. It is not wonderful if we were 
dull. 

Feb. 5 to 11; a strong breeze, from the endless northward, 
on Sunday, became a gale, lasting during the two next days 
and not hreaking till Wednesday; when, at night, it at length 
fell calm, and the thermometer sank to 350. Hence on till 
Saturday, it was sufficiently fine to allow the men to work at 
the tunnel, and the sportsmen to take their walks, though with-
out any success. ' 

Feb. 12 to 18; hut a gale sprung up once more in the night, 
and blew all Sunday, so as again to keep us prisoners. It 
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abated on Monday, and the people could continue to work till 
Thursday evenillg. A still:' breeze on Friday once more put a 
stop to all work for the rest of the week; and, on Saturday 
night, after seven days of variable weather, the temperature 
was 41°. 

Feb. 19 and 20; Sunday was stormy and cold, and Monday 
was much worse. In the morning, a glutton came on board 
and began to devour the dogs' meat. It was an inhospitahle 
reception to kill the poor starving wretch, but it "as the first 
specimen of this creature which we had been able to obtain. 
Are the life and happiness of an animal to be compared with 
our own pleasure in seeing its skin stuffed with straw, and ex
hibited in a glass case? After the twenty-first the nwn were 
ahle to work outside till the end of Friday; but Saturday was 
once more stormy, and we were all imprisoned. The lowest 
temperatures during the week had varied from 34° to 3ge• 

Feb 26 to 29; the three first days following were uncertain, 
but not bad; and on the two working days some out of door 
work was done. On Saturday the ice was measured, and 
found rather more than six feet thick. It had increased six
teen inches in this month, which ended with the thermometer 
at 38e• 

This last month was severe. If the thermometer did not 
range so much as during the same one in preceding years, the 
temperature was more uniformly low, while the frequent storms 
rendered it also bitterly felt. The mean was 34e minus, and 
the extremes minus 12e and minus 44~e. ' 

The thickness of the ice round the ship was such as to pre
vent all hopes of her liberation, even thoug'h we should con
tinue with her, which was, impossible, from the state of our 
provisions and that of the health of the crew. The seaman, 
Buck, who had unexpectedly sutfered the recurrence of his 
epilepsy with an unusual degree of violence, had become 
blind. ' 

The carpenter had nearly finished the sledges for the boats, 
and was about to make some more for carrying the provisions. 
It is a brief summary for this month: and others must try to 
imagine what we feIt, and what they can /Jever see. 

March 1 to 10; the first day of March was mild, though with 
no great change of temperature. Thus it continued till Satur
day, when the ice on the lake was found to be seven feet thick; 
and the thermometer at 42'. The fourth, fifth, and sixth, were 
little different, and the men could work outside on the two last, 
though the thermometer fell to 48e• Some work was done also 
on the next two days; but, ou the ninth, there was a fresh 
breeze, subsiding again on Saturday, when we ended not a 
very bad week of variable weather. A hare and some ptarmi
gans were shot. 
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March 11 to 17; the men, walking after church, saw the first 
tracts of reindeer which had been observed tbis season, to
gether with that of a glutton. Monday was very fine, though 
the thermometer at night was 380. Hence to the sixteenth we 
were all imprisoned by strong north-westerly winds, and it was 
not fine again till the Saturday evening, with the thermometer 
at 20e during the night. 

March 18 to 24; Sunday was an indifferent day, but did not 
pre¥ent the usual walk after church, when the tracts of a white 
bear were seen, amongst other animals. The rough weather 
and our confinement returned on Monday, and lasted till Satur
day, which became a fine day before it was finished. Nothinf,', 
of course,could be done outside. The thermometer during all 
this time ranged between 31e and 37e, ending at 35e ; and 
the taking of a fox was the only event of a most tiresome 
week. 

March 25 to 29; it blew a g'ale on Sunday, and did not 
moderate till Monday afternoon. The whale boat, which could 
now he of no use, was broken up. The weather was becoming 
g'radually milder, and, on the twenty-eigbth, the thermoqleter 
was 4e minus, with a little snow. The men were not prevented 
from securing the stores on shore during these days. On the 
twenty-ninth it again blew so strong as to put a :;top to this 
work; and they were therefore employed on board in prepar
ing stores and necessaries for the ensuing journey. 

March 30 and 31; it \vas a more moderate day, though the 
thermometer at night was at 1Be. There was abundant em
ployment now, in preparing skin bags for bedding, in working 
at the sledges, and in other matlers intended for travelling. 
The sea ice was cut on Saturday, by erecting a tent over the 
spot, sinca a strong breeze rendered it impossible to work 
otherwise, and it was found to be seven feet thick; having 
gone on increasing in this month, and having gained nine 
inches On the former. The temperature on the last night of 
March was 20e. 

In this month, the average temperature of the first half was 
lower than it had yet been in the same on the former years, 
since it was 42C uniler zero. It became gradually milder to
wards th~ end. so 1 h 1t the mean of the whole was nearly the 
same, being minus 31e, as the lowest and highest were minus 
4!c and minus 48!e. 

But, like February, it was a very cold month to the feelings. 
i_u consequence of the frequent winds; while it is certainly 
also true, that our comparative weakness, and the aiteratioR in 
our diet, made us feel it more severely. 

This had impeded the concealment of our stores, and re
tarded the work on the sledges; but we had been busy on 
board in arranging and C(1l1lcentrating our several travelling 
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necessaries: a work of some consideration, since, besides! 
provisions, arms, ammunition, and tools, we had fuel to carry, 
had it even been but to thaw snow for drinking, besides instru
ments and all else that belonged to our personal accommo
dations. 

In our crew, we had now one blind man; and the mate, 
Taylor, was still so lame that he could walk but a very little 
way: besides which there were three other men, in very in
different health; while no one was as strong as in the preced
ing year. On my part, the prudent conduct, as it concerned 
this state of things, now seemed to he, to restore the whole to 
full allowance; and this was accordingly done. 

The magnetic observations had proceeded; but are likely to 
be of little value, from the situation of the needle, near high 
hills ond among rocks. What 3aussure had originally shown, 
the observations of Dr. M'Culloch have extended far more 
widely, hy demonstrating the influence of granite as well as 
many other rocks, not less than the basaltic ones, on the mag
netic needle, so as to produce" deviations" snch as those 
which occur from the presence of iron in a sbip. On instru
ments, and with experiments, so delicate as ours, this influence 
was likely to be destructive of all true results. 

There having been little snow, in comparison, and much 
wind, the hills were tolerably bare. That we had not seen any 
natives, could not be a matter of surprise. Our success in ga'llc 
had been almost nothing. 
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CHAPTER XLIX .. 

APRIL-COMMEKCE THE OPERATION OF CARRYING FORWARD BOATS, 
SLEDGES, Al'-D PROVISIONS, WITH THE VIEW OF ABANDONING THE 
SHIP-MAY-CONTINUATION OF THE SAME WORK-THE SHIP IS 
ABANDONED. 

1832. April 1 to 7; it blew so hard that the men were im
prisoned after divine service. On Monday it was more mode
rate, and the people were employed in cutting round the Kru
senstern, preparatory to hauUng her up. The third, fourth, 
and fifth. became gradually milder; though the thermometer 
did not rise.above minus 14 deg., and sank to 30 deg. at night; 
but on Friday it was again very cold. On Saturday the lher
mometerrose on a sudden to plus 7 dog.; not having passed 
zero before, for 136 days. I do not believe there is another 
record of such a continuous low temperature: and it was a 
state of things, most certainly, to confirm us in our resolution 
of leaving the ship to her heJpless fate, and attempting to save 
ourselves in the best manner that we could. 

April 8 to 14; the thermometer felI·once more to 20 deg. on 
Sunday nigbt, and then to 24 deg. towards the Monday morn_ 
ing; after which it suddenly rose to pillS 2 deg., with a con
siderable fall of the barometer, ending in thick weather and 
snow. That became a g'lle on the following' day, and did not 
moderate till the evening of the eleventh, after which it became 
calm. It was mild the next day, at plus 11 deg., and, on the 
thirteenth, there was a heavy fall of snow, ending the week, 
on Saturday, with another mild day. One boat was completely 
tiLted on the double sledge. 

April 15 to 21; the fifteenth and two following days were 
mild, so that, after Sunday, our work went on. On the 
eighteenth, the cold weather brought us to a stand out of 
doors; but, on tbe next day, the boats were drawn on the 
sledges as far as the second lake, where they were found to 
answer as well as we had expected. We Wf're ready to start on 
the follow,ing, but were prevented by the snow falling' thick, 
with a temperature of 28 deg. miuus, even at noon, and were 
therefore obliged to end the week as we were, with the ther
mometer at minus 18 deg., wben ')n the same day in last year it 
was plus 30 deg. 
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April 22 ; we could have done nothing on this day, even had 
it not been Sunday, as the thermometer was at minus 30 deg. 
in the morning, and never rose beyond 3 deg. minus. I must 
explain that our present object was to proceed to a certain 
distance with a stock of provision~ and the boats, and there to 
deposit them for the purpose of advancing more easiJyafter
wards. The abandonment of the vessel had long ceased to be 
a malter of hesitation; and the object now was to proceed to 
Fury beech, not only for supplies, but to get possession of the 
boats there; failing which, our own would he put into a posi
tion on which we could faa back. 

April 23; though the temperature was equally Jow, it was 
clear and calm. We therefore set out at nine, reaching the 
nearest boat, which had already been carried to the northcrn 
sea, about four miles from the ship; after which we drew her 
to the other boat and store of provisions, which was two mrles 
further. The weights wcre then divided equally, and we pro
ceeded with great labour and difficulty, through rough ice, so 
that we were at length obli:red to carryon but one at a time, 
returning for the other alteruately; in consequence of which 
we did not gain more than a mile, after five hours' work. It 
then began to blow so hard, with drift snow, that we were 
obliged to halt and build snow huts. These we covered with 
canvas, and by means of the deer-skin beds, and our cooking 
apparatus, the whole party of fourteen was well accommodated, 
though the temperature of our house at night was but minus 
]5 deg., while it was as low as 30 deg. outside. 

Degrees of a thermometer make little impression on readers; 
and, above all, the minus side of the scale is powerless to those 
who have not lived inlands like that in question. The num
ber thirty may catch the eye, without making the readers feel 
that it is sixty degrees under the freezing point. Our sleeping 
room, 011 this occasion, was forty-seven degrees under that 
point. How did we continue to sleep, how can men sleep in 
such a temperatL<l-e? This is what I have tried to explain on 
former occasions, yet with very bad success, I fear, since, ill this 
.case, :there is no exercise to generate heat, or counteract the 
effects of cold. Once more I must leave it to the all-informed 
physiolog'ists, 

April 24; we proceeded soon after noon, with the second 
boat, through the same kind of ice, and, after four hours, 
reached the sea-shore, where we found a terrace of ice formed 
by the spring tides, so as to produce a level way within the 
hymmocks on each ~ide. Here the travelling. was compal'a
tIvely easy, and, by SIX, we were about seven fillIes from North 
point, where we left the boat and returned to our quarters of 
the preceding night. 

April 25; we began our march early, this day, with the se-
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cond boat, and with the provision sledge, alternately, in spite 
of a very annoying wind, with snow-drift; reaching the ad
vanced boat of yesterday, and then carrying the whole a little 

. way fmther, till eight, when we were obliged to house our
selves as on the first day of this journey. Our meat was so hard 
frozen that we were obliged to cut it with a saw, and could 
only afford to thaw it by putting it into our warm cocoa: we 
could not spare fuel for both purposes. A strong gale with a 
snow drift nearly covered OUf hut in a short time, and we had 
the greater mortification of finding ourselves obstructed by a 
Jidge of rocks jutting into the sea, on w fJich the ice had accu
mulated to the heig"h t of fifty feet. 

Mell have smiled at the narratives of eating in " old Homer," 
and critics have defended him. "Dormitavit" it may be, on 
many things, but on this subject at least, he never slept; yet 
the" good man" need not have been very anxious about the 
dinners and suppers of his heroes, since they were never in 
want of a cow or a /l.oat, to carve with their swords, and broil 
on their embers as they best might. If some of us have been 
wearied of these suppers, and much more wearied when we 
were least hungry, there are not many, full or fasting, who have 
not been interested in the dinners or breakfasts in Gil BIas or 
Don Quixote, possibly too in the eatings of' Scott, who, like his 
predecessors, knew full well how deeply this prime object of 
human nature interests all who belong to humanity, as to the 
whole animal race. 

Matters of this kind were to us, however, far from being 
thin!(,s of amusement or romance; they were of much too seri
ous moment for a poetical or a jesting narrative; we might 
have had suppers to cook, or breakfasts to eat,but there was 
little inclination for a wantonness of record on things of bitter 
necessity, or to tell tales of a hungry stomach and short com
mons for the entertainment of readers. The scanty allowances 
of yesterday or to-day, the equal prospect of as scanty an al
lowance to-molTow, formed no matter for aught but serious 
thoughts, and even anxious care; it was not a question alone 
whether we should attain our object and execute our plans, but 
whether we should live or die. It is said that there is no jest~ 
ing with a hungry stomach: there was assuredly none in OUf 

case, on. this occasion; and on many previous and subsequent 
ones. We should not merely have failed in our endeavours, 
but we might have died, and left as a witness, those bones 
which would never have been recognised as the relics of philo
sophers who had come so far, to do-what has been done. 
Heaven onlv knows what would have been our fate, had the 
animals of this country, with four legs or two, plundered our 
deposits on the various occasions where we had trusted to tbeir 
.stupidity or their more than doubtful honour, or had the failure 
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of our strength or our means of conveyance left us to the miser
able and casual resource of a stray fox or a few gulls. 

1vVe were imprisoned all the following day by the storm, but 
it gave an advantageous rest to the men. On the twenty
sev~nth, early, we attempted to make way over the sea ice, 
where the road was so difficult that we did not gain more than 
three hundred yards in two bours. Reaching, however, at 
last, the terrace of ice which skirted the shore, the way became 
comparatively easy, though it compelled us to go round every 
point of land, and ever), hay; rendering the gain in direct dis
tance very small. Thus, however, we at length advanced two', 
miles; when the terrace ended aga1nst a precipitous cape, 
which, for the space of three or four miles, was impassable 
over such ice as that which occupied the sea. 

Nothing therefore was left but to drag our sledges on shore, 
and attempt to find some favourable place for carrying them 
over land. With great labour, and being capahle of taking 
only one at a time, we thus at last passed three hills, on which 
there was frozen snow enough to assist us, and reached the 
creek we had in view, within an island ncar the cape where 
we were detained on the September of 1829. Here, once 
more, we built snow huts and took our rest. 

April 28 ; we could not proceed on the following day, in 
consequence of another gale; and as this became worse on 
Sunday, we decided on securing the boats and returning to 
the ship, as the wind was behind us, and could thus be en
countered with little hazard. We reached the huts that we 
had first built, in the evening: and, on the following day, hav
ing concealed a store of provisions there, as we had don~ at 
the former place, succeeded in returning to the ship about noon. 
The total result of this journey was, that we had walked a 
hunnred and ten miles, and had advanced, in real distanctl, 
but eighteen; while it would be necessary to go over this 
space three times more, before every thing couln be even thus 
far advanced in ajourney which was destined ultimately to be 
th ree hundred miles, though the direct one was only a hundred 
and eighty. 

I deem it unnecessary to give any abstract of the month of 
April, as the past details are ample. 

The first of May was mild, with the thermometer hetween 
2 deg. and 20 deg. plus. 

We were employed in preparing provisions for the advance; 
anJ the salt meat and other stores which we could not carry 
were got out in readiness to be deposited in the Krusenstern 
on shore, as a last resource in case of our return. This, and 
other work occupied the following day: when, although the 
thermometer was plus 20 deg. in the day, it fell to zero at 
night. 
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May 3 and 4; two sledges were taken to the sea ice, four 
miles off, the men returning at seven o'clock. On the fourth 
we commenced our second journey: the party consisting of 
myself and Commander Ross, with ten men, being the whole 
of our effective crew, dragging one heavy-loaded sledge. After 
finding that which had been deposited yesterday, we had good 
ice for five miles, and thus carried on the two sledges, until 
one was broken in attempting to pass some hummocks in our 
way; arriving at the first of our stations in the night, with one 
of them only. 

May,'); all was found safe from the expected intrusions of 
the glutton: and after eight hours' rest, the men went back 
with the broken sJedgt'l for repair, and to bring on the two 
others which were yet to come up. The day was spent in this 
alternating Jabour, and after twelve hours, we had brought one 
sledge, by midnight, to a distance of eighteen miles from the 
ship. 

Moy 6; the second was brought up on the following day, 
and the broken one repaired; when, the loads being equalized. 
we set out for the next station; which we did not reach till 
eight at night, in consequence of a fall of snow which rendered 
the way much worse than before. 'rhen unloading the sledges, 
we returned to our last night's quarters, after a journey of 
fourteen miles. The thermometer was at zero. 

May 7; We set out with the remaining provisions and bed
ding, and reached the second station of eighteen miles, at 
three in the afternoon; having succeeded at last in bringing 
bither two boats and five weeks' provisions, besides a present 
supply for ten days more. Our labour was much too serious 
and anxious to allow of any jesting; yet we could not help 
feeling that our travelling resembled that of the person in the 
algebraic equation, whose business it is to convey eggs to a 
point by one at a time. Here, repairing the sledges that had 
suffered, we advanced another step of seven miles with two of 
them, and of five more with a single one; having thus made 
a day's journey of sixteen miles, and sleeping again at our hut. 

May 8; a severe fall of snow irrlprisoned us all the day; but 
if it gave us rest, it alarmed us for the state of our road. The 
night thermometer rose to plus 18 deg. The following was much 
worse, with an easterly gale; yet the thoughtless sailors slept 
and enjoyed themselves as if there was nothing else for them 
to do, leaving the anxiety and the sleeplessness to him who 
held all the responsibility. On the tenth, however, there being 
110 cessation of the gale and the drift, they appeared to become 
wearied of tbis rest, in a hut so small that it was impossible to 
change the position which had first been adopted. At mid
night, however, the gale feU, but the thermometer. was at zero. 

2 c 
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Much of land-jesting there has been, in the pro!e of the Joe 
Millers and the songs of the Dibdin race, on the peculiarities 
of sailors, and on a character whieh:these "land-lubbers" have 
themselves contrived, as unlike to that of a "British sailor," 
or any other sailor, as it is to a Chickasaw, or a Chinel'e. The 
animal has a character of its own, that is certain; but it is as 
far from that which the public, thus trusting to jests and bal
lads, believes, as it is to any possible form under which human 
llature so situated can display itself. How far it is worse, I 
ought not to say; in what respects it is better or different, it is 
not here within my limits to detail, but tbis at least is univer
sal: let any thing; be, provisions or water in doubt, a gale or a 
lllll'ricane, the ship's course lost, the sails or tlle rigging ruined 
and irreplaceable, or even the vessel on a lee sbore in a storm, 
it is " the captain's business." The men obey their orders, it 
is true, and what they will attempt and execute, no landsman 
will believe; but the watch at an end, they sleep as sound as 
if nothing was amiss: it is " the captain's bu .• iness." Our own 
men had, in our present voyage, seen, perhaps, enough to have 
acquired some thoughts of their own: and possibly too, they 
sometimes considered of matters fOT which "the captain" 
ougbt not to have been exclusively ]'esponsible; yet the radi
cal feeling for ever broke out, and whatever there was of un
usual and new to be pf(ljected and done, their tranquillity re
mained unaltered: it might have been II rong or rig-ht, but it 
was "the captain's business," not their's-a happy responsi
bility 011 his part, it cannot be denied; yet is it not one 
under which he deserves the praise which he docs not always 
attain? 

May 11 ; we were obliged to dig the !'Iedges and boats out 
of the SHOW before we could proceed. OUf road was milch 
encumbered with wreaths of snow, from the gale, butwe reached 
one of our positions in about six hours, at an island near the 
main, and returned to our quarters by the evening. The ther
mometer in the day nearly subsided to the freezing point, and 
was plus 18 del" at night. 

May 12; at eight we set out with the other lJOat, coutaining 
tIle extra week's provisions; and, in spite of a fresh breeze, 
WIth drift snoVl', succeeded in getting her to tbe same island, 
returning once more to sleep. On the thirteenth we picked up 
the sledge which had been left four days ago, and carried it 
~n to the same point. The next day was employed ill carrying 
!orward two sledges, with the tents, bedding, anti provisions, 
III spite of a gale which, rising when we were about halfway, 
gave us much trouble; as did the deficiency of two of the men, 
who had become snow blind. We arrived late, and built huts 
for the night. 
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May 15; the journey was on this day deferred till the even
ing, on account of the men's eyes; and it becametllUs necessary 
that we should hereafter turn day into night. We passed across 
a narrow neck ofland, and continued our route to Eclipse har
bour; but were at last entirely stopped at the point, on its 
southern side, by the formidable nature of the ice. Here, how
ever, we found that this bay was divided from the sea to the 
northward by only a narrow neck of land, and that, beyond this, 
t):w ice was not bad. 

On the sixteenth we passed over Eclipse harbour, through 
much snow, and crossed the neck just mentioned, which was 
five hundred yards wide, and not above fifty feet in elevation. 
We thus descended to the sea on the other side, which proved 

: to be a spacious harbour, containing one island; "bounded to 
the north by a point so high, that the sea could not be seen 
over it. The boat was then hauled to the mainland; and we 
returned, after an advance of eight miles. 

May 17; on this day two sledges were taken on to the same 
point, and the remainder of the provisions were transported on 
the following: each load thus costing us a sixteen mile walk. 
On the nineteenth we set out with the reuiainder of our equipage, 
and arrived at the next advanced post at eleven. The snow 
was so deep and the road so bad on the following day, that we 
could barely draw the two light sledges; but, in spite of this, 
we arrived at length at four in the morning, at the station, 
which was twelve miles from the ship; after which, we took the 
empty sledges and reached the termination of the bay, on our 
return to her, about four miles from her place. 

May 21; arriviug on board, about noon, we found another 
month's provisions ready, which was nearly all that remained; 
but we ascertained that it would require' a week to repair the 
sledges and put the men in a condition to draw them. We had 
time, therefore, to review what we had lately done; and the 
result was that we had travelled three hundred and twenty-nine 
miles to gain about thirty in a direct line; carrying the two 
boats with full allowance of provisions for five weeks; and ex
pending, in this labour, a month. It was, however, the worst 
part of the road.. • 
" The two days after our arnval were so bad, from a northerly 
gale and drift ~now, that we were well pleased to be on 
board; but, as it moderated on the next, a party went off 
with the sledge, cOlltaining a month's provision at half allow
anoe, to be deposited at the twelve mile station. May .24; we 
were busy in making a new sledge, to replace" one WhICh was 
found irreparable; and, on the twenty-sixth, the party returned 
havinO" succeeded in their errand. They had found the snow, 
melti~g fast, and the aspeet of the land was, in t;onsequence, 
entirely changed. 
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May 27'; divine service was performed on this Sunday, and 
the men were allowed to rest. The thermometer was now 22 
deg. plus at midnight, and had risen to 40 deg. in the day. 

May 28; we were employed in preparing for our final depar
ture. The chronometers and astronomical instruments which 
could be spared and could not be taken, were concealed in the 
place that we had made, together with some gnnpowder; the 
masts, sails, and rigging, were placed with tpe Krusenstern, and 
the men carried two sledges loaded with provisions and stores, 
as far as the third lake, leaving one on board to take the remain
ing articles. 

May 29; We had now secured every thing on shore which 
could be of use to us in case of our return, or which, if we did 
not, would prove of use to the natives. The colours were there
fore hoisted and nailed to the mast, we drank a parting glass to 
our ship, and having seen every man out, in the evening, I took 
my own adieu of the Victory, which had deserved a better fate. 
H was the first vessel that I had ever been obliged to abandon, 
after having served in thirty-six, during a period of forty-two 
years. It was like the last parting with an old friend; and I 
did not pass the point where she ceased to be visible without 
stopping to take a sketch of this melancholy desert, rendered 
more melancholy by the solitary, abandoned, helpless home of 
our past years, fixed in immoveable ice, till time should perform 
on her his usual work. -

May 30; as we proceeded, we found the snow harder, and 
our road improved; yet the heavy loads made our progress slow, 
and we did not arrive at the twelve mile huts till noon. At one 
on the following morning, we proceeded, but could not long 
carry forward more than two sledges at once, up the hills; so 
that;we did not gain the next post, only eight miles off, under 
ten hours. We ended the month of May at this haIting place, 
with the thermometer at night about the freezing point. 

I may now explain the plan of the journey we had thus under
taken. This was, to carry both the boats on to Elizabeth 
harbour, with provisions for six weeks at full allowance, there 
to deposit the boats and half the provisions, and to proceed 
with. the sledges and the other half till we· reached the latitude 
71 deg. whence we should send a light party of five to ascertain 
the state of things at Fury beach. 

T?is mont~ had:brougbtus ~o 70 deg. 21 min. latitude, leaving 
us SIxteen mIles more to ;Ehzabeth harbour; and though our 
crew were in a very different condition for work, all, even the 
blind man and the lame, were obliged to exert themselves in 
some manner, under which, with a revival of hope, they con
trived to keep up their spirits. 

The state o(the ice at this period, and it was now a late one, 
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'Was incredibly bad. The sea was every where one solid mass 
of the heaviest pieces, as far as the eye could reach, in every 
direction; and even the cracks which we bad lately noticed 
in the marginal terraces, were again filled up to the 'same state 
of solidity with all else. All was rock: it seemed as if there 
was never to be water again: but whenever this might happen, 
it was now but too plain that the result could not be to liberdte 
the ship which we had left, within the present year. It was 
at least satisfactory to find that there was no l"ashness in our 
proceedings, and that nothing but what we were doing could 
have been done. 
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CHAPTER 

JUNE-OUR JOURNEY WITH THE SLEDGES AND BOATS-ARRIVAL AT 
FURY BEACH-TRANSACTIONS AND DETENTIONS DURING JULY. 

1832. June 1; at eight in the evening, we set off with three 
sledges, and found the snow. hard; but there was no water 
any where, so that we were still obliged to thaw it for drinking. 
June 2; at seven in the morning, we arrived at the third station, 
eight miles:further in advance; and, as usual, the remainder of 
the day was allotted to rest. 

June 3; we reached the next huts this day with the remain
der of our provisions. The men seemed then much fatigued. 
and the mate Blanky, being deputed QY them, intimated their 
desire to abandon the boats and spare provisions at this place, 
and proceed direct for Fury point. I had already suspected 
something of this nature; but as we should thus leave our re
sources in a place to which it was impossible to return, I not 
only expressed my refusal, but ordered the party to proceed, in 
a mannel" not easily misunderstood, and by an argument too 
peremptory to be disputed, after reprimanding the ambassador 
for the extreme impropriety of bis conduct. It was the first 
symptom approaching to mutiny which had yet occurred. 

I am not now willing to say more respecting things which I 
then thought it best not to notice further than was necessary 
for the safety of the whole party, and had declined mentioning 
on our return to England. I have ever been more desirous "to 
praise than to blame; and having amply praised what was right 
in the conduct of my officers and crew, must not now remember, 
more than I can help, what there was to censure, with some
what more of severity, as of ill consequence to them, than would 
be agreeable to my own feelings. It must suffice that these dif
ficulties were surmounted, and that I brought that party safe 
home: if I have not experienced the gratitude that I deserved, 
for this and more, I am too well experienced in mankind to be 
surprised, or to entertain enmity against those who only acted 
according to their evil natures. ~I 

June 4; on the ridge of Eclipse harbour, this day, we found 
that there had been some pools of water, which were again frozen 
three inches thick, and we arrived at our.huts at six. We here 
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used the summer tents; and though the temperature was at 
freezing, they were not uncomfortable. June 5; having then 
brought 011 the remainder of our things, since every stage re
quired two journeys, we proceeded in the evening with the sledge 
and one boat, and at midnight crossed the ridge which bounds 
Elizabeth harbour on the south. 

On the following day we reached the extreme entrance, de
positing our loads and returning to the tents for the remainder. 
We had shot two hares in these two days, which aided some
what our short allowance. We crossed the ridge as far as the 
first boats on tllC next day, returning to the tents at eight, much 
fatigued from the snow in our road. In this walk we saw the 
tracks of reindeer, and found the hares still in their white win
ter clothing. 

We were imprisoned by a storm on the eighth; and, on the 
following day, every thing was brought forward to the depot in 
Elizabeth harbour. Here we ascended the hill, so as to exa
mine the state of the ice; the extremely bad aspect. of which 
made us conclude that it would be impossible to carry the 
boats any further. As they were now also within reaeh, in case 
we should be compelled to return, I determined to proceed with 
the people, and three weeks' provisions, for twenty or thirty 
miles; leaving" the rest here as a reserve, and sending an ad
vanced rarty to Fury beach, to ascertain the state of things at 
that place. 

June 10; at half-past one in the morning we accordingly set 
out, with three sledges, very heavy laden; since, besides the 
three weeks' provisions at full allowance, there were arms, am
munition, tools, instruments, clothing, and more. Some valu
able articles, which we could not take, were left under one of 
the boats, which was turned up for this purpose, that they might 
be safe in case of our return. We halted at the south of the 
point which forms the bay already often described, and then 
proceeding, after much toil, from the badness of the ice, passed 
it at midnight. 

June 11; the state of the way obliged us to make for the 
north point, where we pitched, and had eight hours' rest. On 
the twelfth, we reached another point, and ag"ain encamped. 
Here the preparations were made for the adva~e of Comman
der Ross, with Abernethy and Park, who departed at ten, for 
Fury point, taking with them a sledge, fifteen day's provisions, 
a tent, and such other things as were indispensable. Their di
rections were to leave a 1I0te at every place where they slept, 
which we calculated on reaching in double the time, with our 
loads, so as to be advahced about seventy miles when they 
ihould have reached to thejr journey's end, now a hundred and 
fifty mites away. This was to allow them fifteen in the day, 
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and ourselves seven which was as much as we could execute 
after losing three of~ur best men. ' 

June 13; that party was soon out of sight: but we made a 
very slow progress,; being; compelled to perform circuits where 
they had been able to cross. After nine hours, we haIt~d on a 
point, but even yet could find no water at noon. At thIS place 
we left a depot of provisions, and proceeded, afterwards, at four 
in the morning, while obliged shortly to halt, on account of the 
illness of the surgeon. It blew hard, with snow, and our quar
ters were very uncomfortable. 

We were detained during all the fifteenth by the same causes; 
but started once more on the next day, at seven in the evening, 
in spite of some falling snow; passing over ice so deep with 
snow, and so full of cracks, that many of us experienced severe 
falls. We found the note, and the cairn erected by the ad
vanced party, about midnight, and completed a journey of 
nine miles. 

June 17; in our march to-day, we passed many small bays 
and points of land, and saw the blue mountains to the west
ward, about ten miles distant; finishing a journey of eleven 
miles by four in the morning. Here we made another deposit 
of provisions, and proceeded at eight in the evening. We found 
water, for the first time, on the following morning, and halted 
at the second cairn which the advanced party had erected; 
finding a note to say that they had been checked by lameness 
and by inflamed eyes. Our journey this night had not exceed
ed eight miles. 

We had recommenced at eight last eYening, and proceeded; 
finding, and seeing, all the land as completely covered with snow 
as if it had been winter. The thermometer had also sunk to 
2±e; so that every pool was frozen, and we were again obliged 
to thaw for water. At nine in the evening we began again, 
in spite of a snow which cuntinued all night, and arrived at two 
in the morning, June 20, at the third cairn, pitching, finally, at 
five, on a point where their were some marks of former native 
encampments. Here we were obliged to dispense with water, 
as there was none, and we could not afford fuel to melt ice: 

June 31; at two in the morning of this next advance: we 
came to anot~er cairn that had been left by our predecessors ' 
but it had fallen down, and no note was to be found. W ~ 
could however trace their intended route, by some stones which 
they had placed; but that being too rough for us to follow, we 
tool~ another course, and, after twelve hours of labour, halted 
at eIght. 

June 22; while the men slept, I proceeded to examine the 
land, as we had not before been able to survey this part of the 
country; and, after this, we proceeded in the evening, as usual, 
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till we arrived at the south Grimble islands, where I found 
Commander Ross's dliirn, being the end of his fourth day's jour
ney. By his observations we were twelve miles, and, by mine, 
eight, from the place where we had first taken possession on the 
tenth of August, 1829. As there were eight miles yet to make, 
before we could cross tbe inlet, we preferred sleeping on the ice 
where we were, and after six in the morning, leaving the men 
to their rest, I pToceeded to examine this inlet. 

After the usual measurements and observations, I ascertained 
its figure and extent, finding that its bottom gave entrance to a 
large river, and, consequently, that there was no opening, or 
passage to the western sea at. this place, as might otherwise 
have remained a point in doubt. It was also evidently a shal
low piece of water. 

Having proceeded at nine, we passed two considerable rivers 
at the northern part of this inlet, and, after that, several islands; 
arriving at a point where we again found a cairn, with a note. 
We pitched on the south-eaRt side, where I completed the sur
vey of this bay. 

June 24; at three on this morning we Teached the fifth cairn 
of our advanced party; and as the note reported all well, I cal
culated that they would, at this date, have been two days at 
Fury point, and that they would consequently meet us on their 
return, in two days more. I therefore left a note at the cairn, 
informing them that we had passed it, and should keep close to 
the laRd; as it was possible they might take a dilI'erent road 
and miss us. -

June 25; we accordingly continued our journey along shore, 
and passed a point, soon after which we met and joined Com
mander Ross's party. The information he brought from Fury 
point was, that the sea had risen high and carried off three of 
the boats, with many other things, to the northward, and that 
one of them was seriously damaged. All else was in the same 
condition as we had left it ; and the bread and other provisions 
were in abundance and in good order. We all pitched for the 
day, and found, that with what they had brought, and some 
which they had deposited, there was enough to last us all on 
full allowance till we should reach that place. 

June 26; after starting at eight last night, we proceeded in 
spite ofa very cold fall of snow, till five, when we halted just 
after having passed the sixth of the advanced cairns. At two 
in the morning of the twenty-seventh, we reached Cape Garry, 
and picked up the provisions which had been left; encamping 
in a strong breeze, accompanied by snow, which ended in a 
storm, lasting the whole day, with the thermometer at 32°. 

June 28; on this day we reached the land near the bottom 
of the bay, which seemed the outlet of a great river; and though 
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unable to make a perfect survey, I not only found tIle water 
shallow, but could see the land so well nil rouud, as to assure 
me that there wns no passage westward in this direction. On 
the next we passed through much water, often above our .kn~es: 
it was a novelty, yet not an agreeable one; but we tract'd It to 
the efflux of several small rivers at this part of the coast. 

June 30; we resumed OUf journey as usual, being now obliged 
to carry the lame man, in addition to the rest of our load, and 
passcd several low points and islands of limestone. The ~Ull 
had a great effect on the snow, and the aspect of the land was 
hourly changing; but, in the offing, the ice seemcd as firm and 
continuous as ever. At noon tbe thermometer was at 47c, and 
at midnight at 3:2c. We had shot several ducks in the last few 
days, and they were somewhat better than a luxury to us, espe
cially before our allowance had bcen increased. Finally, we 
ended the month within hail of Fury beach. 

JUly 1; the water was now, at last, running down the large 
cracks in the ice, and every thing was hourly changing in ap
pearance. Three ravines that we passed were also pouring 
down their respective torrents; and at the foot of one of them 
we pitched our tent8; here also finding a (lask offlour which had 
been washed hither. The last part of our journey was unusu
ally laborious, from the wedged masses of ice, so packed as to 
denote the great violence which they had undergone; but we 
at leng:th passed them all, and encamped on Fury beach at ten 
o'clock. 

July 2; we were once more at home, for a time at least, such 
borne as it was, and however long or short was the timc that 
we were destined to occupy it. There was the feeling of home 
at least, and that was something: it had beel! once the borne of 
all of us, since it had becn our storehouse; and it had twice 
been that of Commander Ross. The men, I doubt not, felt this 
most, after all their fears, and the pleasme was little diminished 
to them, by any anticipations of what might yet be to come. 

The first measure which I adopted, was to send them all to 
rest for the night, that we might once more brin?," back the re
gularity of our days: and after this we proceeded to take a sur
vey of the stores. Being scattered in every direction it was 
however, difficul~ to prevent the half-starved men fro~ getting 
aecess to them: III consequence of which, and in spite of all 
orders and adVice, many suffered smartly for their imprudence. 
Excepting the damage done by the high rise of the sea formerly 
mentioned, the only important one we discovered wa~ the loss 
of candles, by the foxes, which had opened some of the boxes 
and devoured the contents. 

As soon as the men were rested, they were appointed to their 
several tasks. The first thing to be done was to construct a 
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house, which was planned at thirty-one by sixteen feet, and 
seven feet in height, to be covt'red with canvas; and, by even
ing, the frame was erected, while we ended tbis noted day with 
a luxurious supper from tbe stores which had been left when 'iI e 
first supplied ourselve;; from tbis deposit. 

July 3; there was a fog yesterday, with the thermometer at 
freezing, though, before this, it was at 50c, and, on tbis morn
ing, there blew a strong gale from the eastward; which some
wbat impeded our work, as that was aided by tbe illness oftbe 
men who had over-eaten themselves; but the rest were em
ployed in bringing the dispersed boats to a propel' place for be
ing repaired. 

July 4; the first shower of rain for the season fell this day, 
being three weeks later than had ever yet been recorded. The 
bouse was finished. and received the nickname of Somerset 
bouse; this tract of land having been previously called North 
Somerset. It snowed on the fifth; and this ended in a clear 
nQrtherly gale, so cold, that the rain which had fallen, froze; 
the highest degree of the thermometer being but 30', as the 
lowest was 27". As it snowed again all the night, the land was 
as completely covered on the following morning as ever it had 
been during the winter. 

The carpenters were set to work on the boats; the plan for 
which was, that each of them should be strengthened by means 
of two bulk heads and two strong beams. I had intended to 
rig the whole with shoulder of mutton sails, as the safest and 
best; but Commander Ross preferring a spritsail, was allowed 
to manage one of them in his~owl1 way. The house, which we 
now proceeded to occupy, was divided into two rooms, one for 
the men, and another, containing four small cabins, for the 
officers: at present, the cook's rJepartmcnt was a tent. The 
purser proceeded to take the regular account of provisions. 

July 7; the snow dissolved at night; but the ice in the offing 
was as heavy as ever, and at night it snowed agaill, being two 
degrees under freezing. July 8; on Sunday the usual reg;u
larity of divine service recommenced, after many unavoidable 
interruptions. 

Nothing of note occurred on ma.ny following days, unless it 
be that the temperature rose once to 50e, but was at the freezing 
point at night, on most days. It blew hard on the twelfth, but 
moderated on the following day: nor is there any thing to re
cord during the wbole of this week, on to Sunday, except tbat 
the work on the boats was in progress. 

July 16 to 21; the weather was variable during the three 
first days of the following week, and there was a little rain on 
Thursday. The snow was slowly disappearing, but the night 
temperature never rose b(:lyond the freezing point, On one of 
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these days I was able to as('e~d the highest hill, about a thou· 
sand feet high, whence I could 'perceive that the whole sea was 
a solid mass of ice, without motion, as far as the eye could 
Tcach. Some deep ravines, carrying no water but that from 
the melting of the snow, were, for this country, rather pic
turesque. 

Of the remainder of this month I need not give a detailed 
journal. The weather proceeded in the same manner, calm 
windy, clear, hazy, and rainy, in rotation; with a temperature 
at night gradually rising to 40°. Our work was uniform, con
sisting in the preparation of the boats and provisions: the oc
casional shooting of some dovekies and other sea birds formed 
but a small variety in this monotonous life. A slight disrup
tion of the ice on the twenty-ninth, must not, however, pass 
without remark; and it went on increasing on the following 
ones. 

In putting in order the Fury's three boats, one of which had 
been exceedingly damaged, I had at first to regret that we had 
been obliged to leave our own behind, as tlley would probably 
have been ready sooner than the others, which might possibly 
detain us after the water was open. But as it turned out, all 
was ready together, and we were in a state of preparation for 
our voyage. 

The general temperature of this July shows a mean of plus 
35C with the two extremes of plus 50° and plus 220. There had 
heen rain but six times, and the first at a very late period; but 
there bad been a g-ood deal of snow. Vegetation was therefore 
very backward. The men having been now on full allowance, 
had improved in health. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

AUGUST-DEPARTUHE FROM -FUHY BEACH IN THE BOATS-DETEN~ 
TION, AND DIFFICULTIES ON THE COAST-SUMMARY OF AUGUST
TRANSACTIONS IN SEPTEMBER-BAFFLED IN OUR ATTEMPTS TO 
PROCEED-RETURN TOWARDS FURY BEACH-SUMMARY OF SEP
TEMBER. 

1832. August 1; on the last day of the preceding montll, the 
ice had unexpectedly broken up, so far as to leave some navi
gable clear water, and as thc boats were also ready, we prepared 
to depart, with the hope of being able to quit this strait and 
reach Baffin's bay before the departure of the whaling vessels. 
T!ttJ boats were stored with provisions till the first of October, 
besides the bedding and otbl"r needful things; and each carried 
seven men, with an officer. Commander Ross and I exchanged 
copies of our charts and narratives, in case of separation; and 
a bottle was buried in the house, containing a short account of 
our proceedings. 

We left the beach at four in the afternoon, but found the 
channels in the ice very crooked, and much impeded by floating 
pieces, so that it was with difficulty we could use our oars. Our 
pI ogress was therefore slow: and having passed two rivers, off 
which there was much heavy ice, we were stopped at nine 
o'clock under the very precipice where the Fury was wrecked. 
It being low water, and the northward motion of the ice ceasing 
at eleven, it was evident that it would soon return on m ; so that 
the boats were unloaded as quickly as possible, and hauled up 
on the beach. 

It was not a minute too soon; since the jce immediately came 
down, and two floes near us were hroken to pieces, with a vio
lent crash, so as to form a ridge of hummocks close to the shore. 
The distance which we had thus made was eight miles; and it 
was a singular coincidence that we experienced this narrow 
escape, not only where the Fury was wrecked, but on the 
same day that she was lost, eight years before. 

August 2; we boped that the flood would have caused the 
ice to open and shift in the night; but it became so much worse 
that we were obliged to haul still higher, and to cut a dock for 
the boats in a large hummock": a posltion and a delay whic~ 
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gave the carpenters the opportunity of finishing some work that 
had been If''ft incomplete. Some rain in the course of the day 
loosened stones from tbe precipices, one of which struck a boat's 
mast; and we found, from the fragments below, that the vicinity 
of this precipice, which was foul' hundred and seventy fellt high, 
was a place of danger. 

This seems but a cool remark to make, wh'3re such a cliff, 
rising to such an altitude, impended over our heads, and when 
we knew, what all know, the effeets of a thaw in throwing down 
those rocks which the previous ice has split. In reality, it .was 
a position of the utmost danger: we might all have been over
whelmed, without notice, in half a minut~, as the state of the 
beach below testified, or the brains of any individual tl.mong us 
might have been" knocked out" before he could have suspect
ed any such accident. But I believf' tbat we were fully tried 
by haz~rds, and bad hecome somewhat carele~s: tbough a little 
reflection soon taught us that we need llDt add this unnecessary 
one to all that we had passed through and aU that was still 
before us. 

August 3; it was a most intolerable day of rain and sleety 
with the thermometer at the freezing point during the night; 
nor did it clear till the followiul'" evening, while we were con
stantly annoyed by the falling of stones from the cliff. August 
5; the wind continued from the north-east, but the ice was once 
more fixed, especially to the northward, and tile temperatnre a 
degree lower. 

August 6; it bt'ing at length fine, I walked to the northward, 
and saw a probability of OUf reaching a sater beach two or three 
miles off, where a stream entered tbe sea; since there was con
siderable fear lest some of us should be killed, in Olll' present 
position, by the ince6sant falling of the stones nnder the effects 
of the thaw, wbich was general in the day. We reached it at 
noon, with considerable difficulty; and some water shortly after
wards opening, we pa3sed more precipices, and succeeded in 
getting a few miles further along the shore. We then found 
the water to the north ward to be a solid mass of ice, and were 
obliged to Laul up the bo~ts, once more, on a beacb where we 
were almost as much annoyed by falling stones as we bad been 
in our last position. 

August 7; tbe thermometer was at 30° in the night, and did 
not rise beyond 40° in the day: during which the outer ice 
moved a little, under a strong east wind, but without any use
ful results to us. Foxes, gulls, and dovekies were numerous' 
hnt we dared not fire, on account of the falling rocks, nor could l 
we afford fuel for cooking, even had we succeeded. On the 
eighth, the ice tbreatene,d us, ev('n on shore, such was its pres
sure: at any rate it secured our imprisonment. 
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August 9; the ice in the channel streamed off to the north, 
and at length opened just so much on the coast, as to allow us 
to embark at two o'clock. But we .could not proceed more than 
two hours, and were then obliged to haul over rugged ice tothe 
first b(Jach we could find, since all was soliJ beyond us to the 
northward; while we had barely room for our tents under the 
precipice. The thermometer was never more than 34e in the 
day, and fell to 31e at night: it was absolute winter still. 

Augu'st 10; it being fine weather on this day, \l'e were able, 
by lightening the boats, to track them alollg; the shore to a bet
ter beach half a mile off, where we took our position at the foot 
of a cascade, bringing forwards what we had left. We attempt
ed to move again the next day; but were soon stopped by the 
ice, and glad to return to the place where we had a good posi
tion for the tents and an excellent harbour for the boats. On 
the twelfth we were imprisoned by ~now and wind, and by the 
absolute closure of the ice. 

August 13; as there was no change to-day, Mr. Thorn was 
sent with a boat to Fury beach, for three weeks' provisions; 
there being open water in that direction, thongh there was none 
to the north of us. It blew hard' from the north on the next 
day; hnt though the effect of the Willd was to produce a pool 
of water near us, it did not open tbe passage. The squalls were 
so strong as to endanger our tents, and to disperse the cascade 
in mist. The nig'ht temperature was still 31° or 32°, and that 
of the day was 400

• 

August 15; a note arrived from Mr. Thorn, to say that he llad 
reached Fury beach in three hours, had hauled the boat up 
about two miles off on his way back, and expected to return to 
us by the next tide. I accordingly sent two men to assist; but 
the boat could not be g'ot off, "nd they came back to us, there
fore, with some of the provisions. On proceeding' to examine 
into the state of things, next day, I found that the hoat could 
not be brought along shore loaded, in consequence of the state 
of the ice; and, on this and the following, therefore, the stores 
which she contained were brought to our preseBt position, and 
the boat was dragged up to remain till w~ were aJl onc.e mor~ 
reunited. August 18; the weather was still ,colde~. bell1g 30 
at night while some fresh snow that fell remamed tIll noon. 'J 

Augu~t 19 and 20; on these two days there was a cold wind 
with much snow and think weather, but it became clear on the 
twenty-first; the thermometer sinking to 2ge, and the boafs 
barbour beinU' covered with new ic~ on this and the following 
day. The i;e w"s two inches thick on the t .... ·en~y-third.; but 
in the evening the weather hecame calm, and It dId not freeze 
on that niO'ht. A whale was JJeard, but not seen. There was 
,no change" on the following day, and the ice was evtry where 
unbroken. 



422 -/OYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

August 25; a cold northerly wind sprung up, and the tide 
rose eight feet, but without any effect on the ice. There was 
snow again in the evening, at 29° of temperature. On the fo!
lowing day it fell to 25c, and the breeze was much stronger; It 
was left to us to guess whether this cold belonged to the old 
winter or was the commencement of a new one. The ice thus 
drifted to the south" ard, and the pressure was so great on our 
shore, as to force many Ileavy masses on the boat, higher than 
it had yet reached under any previous wind and tide. . 

August 27; the rise of this tide was nine feet; and as It was 
still blowing hard from the north, the ice passed quickly to the 
~outhward; when, veering to the north-west, it all began to 
leave the shore, and in two bours, 1he whole coast was cleared 
as far as we could se('. At midnight it hlew a gale, with heavy 
gusts from the precipices, so that our boats could scarcely lie 
where they were; and, very provokingly, the cascade was so 
frozen. that there was now no water to be obtained without 
thawirig: the thermometer being at 26' at night. 

August 28; it moderated ... t noon, and we embarked, pro
ceeding under sail along shore, and exposed to very heavy 
squalls from the precipices, which rendered extreme care ne
cessary: when passing Batty bay, we reached Elwin bay at 
midnight. 'Ve then stood for a beach about a mile further 
lIlorth, and, as it was now blowing a whole gale, pitched our 
tents, amid a storm of suow, which, in the night, covered all 
the land. 

August 29; it moderated, however, towards morning, and we 
put tei sea by four o'clock, standing for the edge of the packed 
ice, in tile direction of Cape York. We then ran along it, in 
llOpes of finding some passage; but it continued to lead us out 
of our course, till it joined to Leopard's island, so as to embay 
us: and as the wind was again increasing, it was with great 
difficulty we weathered it, so as to attain the land about a 
mile north of Cape Seppings, yet without being able to get to 
the beach, which was every where blocked up by heavy ice. 
There was snow, and the range of the thermometer in the twen1y
four hours was from 30e to 36'. 

August 30; we were obliged to sleep in our boats, in no com
fortable position; and as our place was not tenable, we re-em
barked at six in the morning, with a southerly wind. We soon 
met with the ice pack, and ran along it up Barrow's strait; but 
to no purpose, as there was no exit any where. We therefore 
stood in to the shore, and found a good position for pitchin<r the 
tents and hauling up the boats; while it was near a mou~tain 
tbat promised us a view of the distant ice; the pack heino- so 
hig'h above the hoats' gunwales that we could not see over it. 

August 31; it snowed all the morning, and we removed the 
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boats to the ground icc for the sake of launching them more 
easily. ""Ve found here many remains of Esquimaux huts, and 
lIome fox-traps; and as we saw many seals, the reason for the 
natives fixing in this place was apparent. The hill itself was a 
peninsula, joined to the main by a long bank, or ratber a neck 
of land, about two miles broad, and on each side was a bay; 
while, as in neither of these the ice had yet broken up, we had 
a sufficient proof of the severity of the season. All the sea to, 
the north was hence seen to be completely full of solid ice, 
though it drifted occasionally, near the land, under the influ
ence of the tides. 

August had been a month of peculiar anxiety; and a succes
sion of hopes and disappointments severely tried the patience 
of all. On quitting Fury beach, appearances were so favour
able, that every advance to bay, or point, or cape, along the 
coast, tlattered us with the prospect of soon reaching the northern 
edge of the ice, and then of surmounting the greatest difficulty 
in the way, by making a passage across Prince Regent's inlet. 
By the time, however, that we had reached 73".of latitude, we 
were unfortunately detained so long by the state of the ice, 
that it became doubtful if we should succeed during the present 
season. 

Here was one of the main trials of our patience; and a look-
, 0nt house, built in the clitls by the men, became the chief thing 

which atlorded them any amusement, while that Gonsisted in 
watching for the changes in the ice, which, after all, did not 
arrive. This detention reconciled those who had first opposed 
this proceeding, as unnecessary, to our past lahour in bringing 
on provisions to this place; since we were thus enabled to keep 
up a better allowance to the people. That consisted of half .a 
pound of meat, with a pound of bread and a pint of cocoa, dl
·vided into breakfast and supper, which were regulated, in poi~t 
of time, just as our travelling permitted. 'All game was consI
dered as an extra and luxurious allowance; but what we 
obtained was very little, since it amountQlil, but to three foxes 
and as many hares, with a couple of ducks.-~ll the waterfowl 
had disappeared about the end of the month. 

The boats sailed nearly alike; but being made of mahogany, 
proved so heavy, that it gave us great trouble to haul them' up 
on the beach; so that the whole party was required to draw!l:up 
one, while even this often required the assistance of tackle. 
This work also proved an occasional source of great danger; as 
well as inconvenience, since the ice sometimes drifted d~wn on 
the shore so rapidly, that these boats ran the imminent fIsk? on 
those occasions, of being crushed before we could get them mto 
a place of safety. 

The coast which we had thus passed consisted entirely of 
2 D 
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I imestone, often presenting precipices of five hundred feet in 
Jleight for a space of five or six miles. Every valley bore marks 
of a stream or of its bed: but these seemed never to convey 
water, except during the melting of the snow. Scarcely any 
vegetation was to be seen. 

Of the temperature I may finally say, that the extremes were 
400 plus and 20° plus, and that the mean was 31° plus, which, 
relatively to our former Augusts in this country, gives the fol
lowing comparison: 
1830 highest, lowest, and mean temperature 
1831 ditto 
1832 ditto 

+58 +33+40.87 
54 24 36.51 
40 20 31.23 
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CHAPTER LII. 

ATTEMl'T TO PROCEED IN THE BOATS-OBSTRUCTIONS BY THE ICE 
-PROPOSAL TO RETURN TO FURY BEACH-RENEW OUR ATTEMPT 

. -PUT ASHORE NEAR BATTY BAY-LAND THE STORES-SUMMARY 
OF AUGUST-ABANDONMENT OF THE MINERAL SPECIMENS. 

1832. Sept. 1; we were kept prisoners by a gale of wind, and 
all our variety was .a sight of four black whales and many white 
ones. There was no change on Sunday. On Monday I as
cended the mountain, which is in reality the north-east point 
of America, whence I obtained a sight of Cape Warrender and 
Hope's monument on one side, and, on the other, of Cape York, 
with three headlands beyond it, including the whole of that 
part of the sound which is called Barrow's strait. This was 
an unbroken field of ice: there was not even a pool of water 
to be seen; every thing was precisely such as it had been on 
the 31st of August in 1818. It was a bad prospect; since it 
seemed to prophesy that we should yet be compelled to rcturn 
to Fury beach. 

Stlpt. 4 to 8; there was no material change on Hie fourth of 
September, except that it became gradually colder, the the.r
mometer falling to 15° on the sixth. There was occasional 
lSnow, with cold winds. The same weather continned till the 
end of the week, when the maximum heat was 16°, and the 
lowest 12°. No change took place in the fixed ice. . 

Sept. 9 to 15; the three first of these days were, like the pre
ceding, without material change, and without events. A view 
from the hill on Thursday showed the whole of Lancaster 
sound, Barrow's strait, and Prince Regenfs inlet, covered with 
solid ice, excepting a very narrow line close to the isthmus 
near Leopold's islands. The remainder of this week was 
-equally dull and uniform. 

Sept. 16; the thermometer was subsiding gradually, never 
rising to the freezing point in the day, and going down to 21" 
at night. It was so cold in the tents, that we were obliged to 
build snow walls round them: and the dJift, together with t.he 
snow, rendered the weather sufficiently intolerable. Some ice 
moved off the land, under a p.orth-westerly wind, on the seven
teenth, but it closed again on the following day. Two foxes 
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were killed, with some ptarmigans; and we thus had gamEl 
enough for the dill'erent messes. In the beginning o~ our so
jourh in this country, we had thought the fox bad eatmg; hut 
it was now preferred to any other meat. . 

Sept. 19 and 20; it was still colder, the thermometer falhng 
to 18°, and not rising above 25°; but as the ice appeared to.be 
loosening; on the twentieth, we embarked our things, leavlDg 
an account of our proceedings in a tin case beneath a cairn. 
Putting off at noon, we reached the pack edge of the ice at 
the junction of Barrow's strait and Prince Regent's inlet, 
after forcing our way through much of that which had 
been newly formed. It was found to be a continuous solid 
mass, giving no hopes of breaking up during the present season, 
advanced as that now was. The land was equally blocked up 
IJY heavy ice; so that we were obligcd to return whence we 
had come; though not effecting this without mudl difficulty, 
and not landing a minute too soon, as the ice immediately came 
down on the shore with great force .. If anyone still hoped to 
get through this great obstacle, I was willing to wait here for 
a further trial, though it seemed utterly useless. 

Sept. 21 to 25; we accordingly remained three days, in mo
derate weather, the thermometer reaching gO. On the twenty
fourth, everyone agreed that all hope was at an end, and that 
it only ,relllained for us to return to Fury heach. On the ne:l't 
day the wind was more favourable, and the ·in-shore ice iu 
motion; a little water being also seen off Cape Seppings. We 
therefore prepared to embark; and I huried, in the same place, 
a fresh account of our proceedings and intentions, witl! a .sketch 
of our discoveJies. 

At nOOll, we ~ailed with a fresh breeze for our return" home ;" 
and, arriving at the Cape, found a clear, but very narrow pas
sage, between the main ice and that on shol"e, just allowing 
the boats to pass singly: after which, standing on through 
water which. sheathed them two inches thick with ice, we ar
rived at our former position, near Elwin bay, by six o'clock. 
\Ye could not, however, approach the shore, and were at last 
obliged to sleep in the boats, in a cft'ek not far from it, during 
a very rnw, disagreeable night of snow. 

Sept. 26 to 2tJ; attempting to cross Elwin bay the next morn
ing, we were much beset and stopped by the floes, and W'eJC 
tinally oblig-ed, at mid-day, to haul into a cove in the ice, when 
we pitched our tent on it. By six on the following mqrning, the 
thermollleter had fallen to zero, though it rose to 200 in the 
day; and we remained prisoners: gaining somewhat towards 
a dinner, in a fox and two gulls. The ice became more loose 
on the next day, and we departed, making a very slow pro
gress through,heavy hay ice; when a gale coming on at ten il;l 
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. the morning, increased so fast that we could carry no sail by 
mid-day, and were obliged to put ashore on the land ice. 

Sept. 29; we were, unfortunately, under the most terrific 
precipice that we had yet seen, two miles from the north cape 
()f Batty bay: having but six feet of beach beneath cliffs which 
;rose five hundred feet above us. A speedy removal was there
fore absolutely necessary; but an p.asterly wind bringing the 
bay ice on us, we were detained the next day: our only con
solation, in the mean time, being the shooting of three foxes, 
with some ducks and gulls. We werl' now reduced t() half 
allowance of provisions, having lonp; heen on two-thirds. 

Sept. 30; a motion in the ice allowed us to pass the north 
.cape of this bay; but we soon found that the southern one w'as 
completely blocked by heavy and solid masses; while, after 
much labour, we could do ·no more than reach a floe extend
ing a mile from the shore on the southern side of this in
dentation. The beach being here found promising, the boats 
.were hauled up on the ice, and we proceeded to land the. stores. 

Anxious as the preceding nlOnths had been, owing to the 
.impending prospect of our deliverance from that miserable 
country in which we had been. so long imprisoned, and to the 
difficulties which had beset our attempts to extricate ourselves, 
the present one had passed in even greater anxiety, and had 
he en a period of more frequent and more provoking disappoint
ment. Yet we found some occupation for our minds, serving 
at least to divert our attention from the painful part of our 
prospects and the vexatious difficulties that were ever recur
ring', in the discussions among us, which, however frequent 
they had recently been, had now, very nati.nally, become more 
persistant and more energetic. 

These also were occasionally sources of amusement, deficient 
as were in all others; since we could extract this, cven from the 
. acrimony which these disputes often engendered; while we were 
all too intent on one great object to disagree long about the col
latcral circumstances under which it was· to he attained. Nor 
was it a small advantage that these de hates served to keep up our 
.spirits: the sanguine, in the heat of their arguments, magnifying 
.our prospects of success, as happens in all disputes, and the timid 
and despondingtlmsgaining some courage, and ,admitting so,ffi:C 
brighter gleams of hope, from the very speculatlOns and antlCI-
pations which they were opposing. . 

Each of our three tents thus formed a kind of separate deli
herate party, ora little society; in two of w!]lch, the op~nions 
of the leader was that of his men also, whIle the collISIOn of 
views lay thus between these different bodies. Among them, 
Commander Ross, who had a'l.ways been the most sanguh:.lC, ~vas 
tltill tile leader of the hopefql, at least nearly up to thIS bme 
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whatever doubts might have arisen in his mind during the after 
days of this attempt. The contrary opinion prevailed in the 
party of Mr. Thorn, whose estimable qualities in all other points 
were not accompanied by that spirit of confidence which belongs 
in general to a period of life which my excellent friend had 
passed. My own tent alone was one of divided opinions; and it 
afforded. therefore, the greater opportunities for these discus
sions; while I presume I need not now say what was the ex~ent 
of my own confidence, after the arrangements and exertions 
which I have been describing. 

But it was my wish (I believed it my best policy) to conceal 
my opinions, and to interfere with none of their debates; and 
thus, not only to see what their several tempers were on this 
subject, but, as might happen, to profit by that knowledge. 

These views and feelings, however, underwent some changes 
during the time that we were making this often doubtful and 
always difficult progress. Within .the last days of the month, 
Commander Ross seemed to have more than besitated respect
ing our escape: and, on the twentieth, I must needs say, with 
whatever regret, I began myself to question whether we should 
succeed in passing the barrier of ice this season; in whieh ease, 
there could be no resource for us but another winter, another 
year, I should say, on Fury beach; if, indeed, it should be 
the fortune of anyone to survive after another such year as 
the three last. 

If it was the fruitless attempt to cross the strait on the twen
tieth which had brought my mind to this state of feeling, the 
effect was not to be indulged; nor did my opinions tend in any 
degree to alter my resolution as to our conduct, or rather as to 
my own, respecting the men under my charge. While there 
was the remotest chance for us, it was my duty to persevere, as 
far and as long at least as I should be justified by the state of1 
our provisions: since, if we should be obliged to leave ou..- boats 
at the furthest point where we' could succeed in placing them, 
we should be obliged to travel back, eighty miles, over a road 
so rugged lhat it would necessarily occupy a very long time, 
and, with that, induce a great consumption of our stores; which 
we could not alford to have increased beyond what we had 
actually taken, from the great labour of transport and our very 
limited means of carriage. 

Having, as I already noticed, left the chest of minerals near 
a notable cairn, as being too heavy for usto carry further I must 
here point out its latitude as 73° 51'; that ha:ving been deduced 
from two meridian latitudes of the sun. The mountain tllere
fore, which I formerly mentioned as being situated at thi~ place 
lies between the latitudes of 73° 53' and 74° north· and as it~ 
lonr;itude is 90C west, it occupies the place at which'I had mark-
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ed Croker's mountain, in 1818. I cab therefore have tlO doubt 
that the land on which I how stood was the saine -that I -had 
seen in my first'voyage, and which I had been able to observe 
very distinctly from the vicinity of the mountain to which I then 
gave the name of Hope's monument. 
- Since that period, it has been cons\dered as belonging to what 

have been termed Leopold's islands; thus,receiving a new name 
which I cannot admit. I must therefore restore to it that one 
whichIoriginallyconferred, and in assuming a right granted to 
all discoverers, reclaim, of course, the right also of discovery 
over a land of which I then took possession. Since this spot is 
also a portion of the mainland, and not that island which has 
been asserted, in the more recent voyage to which I have thus 
l'eferred, it is equally my duty to point out that the discovery of 
the north-east cape of the American continent thus belongs to 
myself, and to the oFiginal voyage which I made to these 
northern seas. Finally, in thus restoring the original designa~ 
tion of this spot, I must equally assert my right to establish 
every thing else connected with it, as it stands in my own charts 
and therefore to replace the names which I then conferred on 
several objects in itj vicinity. 

In thus speaking on this subject, I must not be accused of 
egotism, or of an ambition for insignificant fame. It is the 
cause of every navigator, of every discoverer, at least, which I 
am pleading. It is but a small reward which ever falls to their 
share, in recompense for all their hardships and hazards; and 
if they are thus to be robbed of tbe only name andJame they 
can ever hope to obtain, the elfect will be to check their ardour~ 
in addition to the injustice thus committed. The injury ir.
flicted on Columbus. by the ignorance, neglect, and torpidity, of 
the w@rld, is an example to be shunned, not followed: and 
though the greatest of modern discoveries cannot bear the most 
remote parallel to his, it must not be forgotten that the fame of 
every man, however small, is equally his right, and that it is, to 
hims"elf, not less preeious than the rcpute of greater deeds is- to 
him who holds a loftier position in the world·s eye. 

The circumstances- under which we were now placed, served 
also to prove another point bearing essentially on my 'voyage of 
1818, and on the discussions to which it afterwards gave rise~ 
The fact, indeed, was but too surely proved for our safety or 
hopes: it would have been far better for us at present, had that 
been false which I had asserted to have been then true; had 
Barrow's strait been then incapable of freezing', had it never 
been; and was never to be, frozen over; as had been most con
fiderttlyasserted of late. 

H was tlow frozen, or at least had hitherto been SOj-during
the preceding winter and the present summer; even up to this 



430 VOYAGE OF D1SCOY,ERY 

time, into a solid sea, from Admiralty inlet to Crokcr's inlct; 
and this is precisely what I found it to be in 1818. I hav-e 
equally little doubt, from the state of things with US during an 
the years of our present detention, that this had been its con
dition during the whole period; wlJile there are even proofs of 
this, in the endeavours of the whaler's to penetrate into Lan
caster strait, and in the failures which they experienced. 

If the assertion which I have thus controverted:is therefore 
untrue, so are there collateral facts to prove that tIle conditi0!l 
of this strait in 1818 must have been what I then represented It 
to be. It had been a calm season, being the most unfavourable 
weather for .navigating these seas, since it is only through the 
force of the winds that the ice can be opened and dispersed, as 
navigators are indebted to the northerly gales of summer for 
whatever progress they can make. In that summer tIJere was 
but one gale while we were on this part of the coast, lasting two 
days; and as this was from the south, not the north, its dIect 
was to bring up the ice instead of dispersing it, so as to ensure 
the result in question, if not to have produced it. When we 
arrived off Lancaster sound on the thirty-first of August, 
the pack of ice was still to the northward.. of it; while that on 
the south side was, beyond all doubt, in the same state that we 
now found it, forming a solid unbroken mass, stretching from 
side to side of the strait, which neither ship nor boat could 
penetrate. 

During the last days of our detention in this place; when, in 
addition to what we believed the impossibility of succeeding in 
our attempt to leave this country, it had further become doubt
ful whether the state of the ice would allow us to return to Fury 
beach, or even to surmount a small part of the way to this only 
hope that remained for us, our situation had become truly serious, 
not simply critical. We had fixed on the twenty-fifth of Sep
tember for our departure, should the sledges be then ready, and 
from that date we had but ten days' provisions left, at half 
allowance, while we had not fuel enough remaining to melt the 
snow which would be required for our consumption of water. 
Thus did our arrival at Batty bay turn out to be a most provi
dential circumstance, as there were, from this point, but thirty
two miles of direct distance remaining; a line which all the in
tricacies and obstructions of the route could not well increase 
to more than forty. 

At this time it was, tlmt we began to experitmce the greatest 
sufferings we had yet endured from the cold. We had been 
,mabIe to calTY with us our usual quantity of clothes and of can
vas, so that we were most in want of protection from the wea
ther. When we were less ;able to bear up against its severity. 
There. w~s not now the employment that would have aided us 
to reS.lst. It, ~y keeping us in action; and perhaps, still worse, 
the dlllllnution of our hopes during the latter days of this month 
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tended to diminisll tllat energy of the system by whioh, 
assuredly, the animal heat is maintained. The el1'ect of the 
exciting, and, reversely, of the depressing passions, on the heat
generating power, cannot fail to be known to everyone's expe
rience, not to medical men alone, although they may not express 
their knowledge in the same terms, and perhaps may not even 
have noticed the facts till pointed out; and while it ought to be 
made a primary consideration With every officer having charge 
of men in these frozen climates, to maintain the spirits and hopes 
of his men, so may I add it to those rules and precautions which 
I formerly laid down on this subject. Be all this as it may, we 
were really very cold, and very miserable; and from what I 
have formerly said of my constitution, I have reason to believe, 
that whatever my own sufferings might have been, everyone of 
the 'palty was much more miserably cold than myself. The 
prospect before us, in the case of being obliged to return, was 
even worse; unless indeed the excess of our labours in the ex
pected journey, with the conviction that there was an object, 
and a home, such as that was, in view, should enable us to 
accomplish this undertaking. . 

During the latter part of this month onr success in procuring 
foxes and ptarmigans had been considerable; and. while our 
whole party was not so large as to prevent this supply from 
being of real use, so did it form a valuable addition, both in 
quantity and quality, to our much too scanty stock of provisions. 
There was great reason to dread the eIrect of a narrowed diet 
on thl' men: not merely on their health or strength, but:on their 
very lives. All of us had already suffered from tlJis at various 
times; but the chances of irremediable evil were increasing 
every day. 

A review of the weather showed this to have been the cold- . 
cst September which we had recorded; a fact which I attribu
ted to the pemlanence and proximity of the great bodies of ice 
and snow which surrounded us, and especially to the total want 
of that open sea :which has always SUell an influence on the tem
perature. This month had been noted for the tranquillity of the 
winds, and thence was there no cause adequate to the disrup
tion of the ice. The whole land also, ever since the middle of 

,August, had been entirely covered with snow" so that, but for 
the appearance of the sun, every thing bore the aspect of deep 
winter. 

Having formerly noticea the neeessity which compelled us to 
leave at North-east Cape the largest collection of minerals which 
we had made, I may now add, that I afterwards pointed out the 
spot to Captain Humphreys, of the Isabella, with the hope that 
]Ie might have reached that place in the succeeding summer, and 
thus put me once more into possession of the materials whence 
I might have drawn up an account of the geological structure of 
this country. 
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CHAPTER LUI. 

CONTINUATION OF OUR TRAVELLING SOUTHWARD IN OCTOBER-RE
TURN 1'0 FURY Bt:ACH-ESTABLlSH OURSELVES AT SOMERSET HOUSE 
FOR THE WINTER-SUMMARY OF THIS MONTH-JOURNAL AND SUM

MARY OF NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. 

Oct. 1. 1832 ; there was a very heavy fall of snow on this day, 
and the thermometer rose from zero to lOC. A strong north-west 
breeze made no impression on the ice, which now covered the 
whole sea, giving it the same appearance as in the depth ofwin
ter. It was the work of the whole day to dig a way throap;h it 
for the boats, and to haul them up on the beach above high 
water-mark. 

The carpenter began to make sledges out of the empty bread 
casks; and his chips became verY'welcome fuel, serving to cook 
a couple of foxes in aid of our short commons, which, during 
the whole of this expedition, had been distributed into two 
meals, breakfast and supper. That work was not finished till 
the fourth, amid very heavy snow; when they were loaded with 
our tents and whatever else might be wanted at Fury beach. 
There could be no further hope of getting back there in the 
boats: and thence I had originally determined to leave them 
llere for the next year's use; and to proceed with sledges in the 
best manner that we could. 

We found this attempt almost insuperably difficult; and the 
whole progress that we could make was but four miles. The 
way was rendered nearly impassable by the deep and loose 
snow which had been falling: and, to increase our troubles, the 
lame man, Taylor, could neither walk with his crutches, nor 
ride on the sledges, which were perpetually upsetting upon the 
rou~h ice. Iu some manner or other, however. we gained a bad 
resting place at seven; when it was already dark, with the 
thermometer at zero. 

Oct. 5; we passed a miserably cold night, but fortunately 
escaped frost-bites. In the moruing, one of our three sledges 
being broken, we were compelled to leave here some stores; 
taking nothing but the provisions, tents, and heds, on the othe1' 
two, and thus having stronger parties to draw them than on the 
preceding day. We thus gained seven miles on this day's jour-
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ney, in spite of a strong cold wind and constant snow, and 
were enabled to carry the mate Taylor, by returning for him 
with an empty sledge. Burdened and obstructed as we alread} 
were, this was a great additional grievance: but they who were 
inclined to murmur, had at least the satisfaction of reflecting 
tbat their case was .better than his. 

It was a difficulty of another kind which we had to encoun
ter on the next day; as the heavy ice was pressed up to the 
precipices along the shore, and we were often obliged to quit a 
tolerable track, ;to get round them in the best manner that we 
could. But the labour kept us warm; and, fuy noon, arriving 
at tbe cascade within eighteen miles of Fury beach, the men 
acquired fresh courage; when, having made eleven miles, we 
pitched within eight of our winter home, killing several foxes 
in the way. 

Oct 7; Sunday morning found us a few hours more of simi
lar work; and this being over, we reached our house, Somerset 
house, at three o'clock; our labours at an end, and ourselves 
once more at home. But we had left the tents at the last stage, 
to accommodate the men that remained behind, who were to 
return as soon as possible, for the clothing and other matters 
which could not be brought forward at this time. 

We found our house occupied by a fox, which soon made its 
escape. Every thin'g was as we left it; and as we were not less 
hungry than cold, having finished our last morsel at breakfast, 
tIle men were treated with a good meal, which, however, the 
imprudent did not partake of without suffering. Two of the 
men were found to have frost-bites, and I had been deeply cut 
in the leg. 

The following day furnished employment for the men, in re
pairing the sledges and their shoes, for another journey. On 
the tenth a heavy gale rendered all out of door work impracti
cable, an'd even our bouse was in great danger. But it had 
sucb an effect on the ice outside, as to set it in motion to such 
a degree, that every atom of bay ice near us was demolished 
by the floes, and a large space of water opened to the 
nortb-east. 

This storm continued on the eleventh; and as our house was 
not yet prepared for a winter so severe. and premature, ~e suf
fered considerably from the cold, bemg unable to raIse our 
Sleeping places beyond 18°. The tide rose very high: and 
many large pieces of ice which we had left here when we went 
away, were floated off. 

On the following morning the storm was at its highest; the 
thermometer fell to 8°, and the tide carried off the remainder 
of the land ice to the sout~ard, with great velocity, while 
much water was seen to the northward. That was now use-
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less: a month before it might llave aided us; hut, at this time,
it was what a single llour might obliterate till the next autumn. 

Oct. 13; there was no cessation to this most uncommon storm: 
after promising to lull about noon, it blew harder :than ever; 
and the cam'as roof being too weak to bear it, tIle snow gained 
admission to our heds, and every thing was -frozen. We had 
great difficulty in keeping ourselves warm by crowding round 
the stove: but had the good fortune to take three faxes in the 
trap: a matter now beginning to be a subjeet of great congra
tulation. 

We had the same luck on tIle next day, Imt there was no dif
ference in the weather on this amI the following une, nor, on 
the sixteenth, till noon, when it moderated, and t1lC men were 
able to work outside in covering the roof with some of the Fury's 
running rigging. On the next da)'. it was good enou;;h to per
mit the men to set off with the sledges to the place. twenty-five 
miles olt', wlJCre some of our stores had been deposited. 

'Oct. 18 to 20; the thermometer sank to minus 2°, but there 
was nothing else to mark these three day~. On tbe twenty
first, Commander Ross's party returned, bringing every thing 
except the tents, which had been left at the last stage. Among 
the rest was our other stove, which was immediately prepared 
for use':4 

Oct. 22; the ice that had opened, now closed the bay, as was 
foreseen, and the thermometer fell to minus 10°. The addi
tional stove, however, now kept our house even warmer ·than 
we wished, since we could raise it to 51". A snow wall, four 
feet thick, was built round it; and further spars and ropes were 
applied to support the roof, for the purpose of covering it with 
snow. A continuance of storms on the three following daJ's 
rendcred all work impracticable. On the last days of this 
week it was milder, and we were able to continue our opera
tions. 

Oct. 28; divine service was renewed on this day, after a 
longer cessation than was agreeable to our feelings, and after a 
much lo.ngcr Olle than was right: but forthis there was no help; 
it were well if those who neglect this duty at home eould find 
excuses as availing. Aft!:'r this, the men had their last dinner 
011 full allowance, as it~ now became nenessary. to retrench. 
We found a roasted fox to be a v!:'ry good dish. Thus at least 
we then thought: I imagine that hungry men do not much at
tend to flavour, or, as the moralists have told us, that hunger 
flavours all meats. I have had reason to doubt, since my re
tum to the heef and mutton of England, and to the dinners of 
" Grocers' Hall," whether I might not have over-rated the lIa
vour of fox; and I suspect, too, tha·t even Barney Laughy, 
thongh educated on porridge and potatoes, has made the same 
discovery. 
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It blew hard em the twenty-ninth of this month, and increased 
to a heavy gale on the three following days, so that tile month 
of Octoher ended as se,'erely as was well possible. We how
ever now found the advantage of the suow wall, and had no 
reason to complain witltin doors, thougb the thermometer went 
down to minus 18e• Much clear water was opened in the offino
once more, during this last storm. " 

The month of October in this year surpassed all others for 
cold and stormy weather; there being only six days moderate. 
Our journey from Batty bay, which was accomplished in four 
days, was exceedingly laborious, and from the nature of tile 
weather, very trying to all the men; but had we been ohliged 
to walk all the way from our furthest position, the journey 
would have been fatal to some, if not to all of us, since we should 
have been overtaken by the storm of the ninth. We therefore 
felt very thankful that we had been so mercifully permitted to 
reach even this cold and dreary spot in safety. 

Having cunstructed ollr hOllse previously was also a very pro
vidential circumstance; for, defective as it was, it could not 
have been nearly so well done at this season; and indeed be
fore it could have been done at all, we must have sulI'ered se
v~lely; but what we had most reason to be thankful for is the 
storr of provisions still left, now sufficient to last and maintain 
us for another season; and when we rdlect on the various cir
cumstances which have as it wefe exerted themselves to pro
long our lives, we cannot but off!>r np our humble acknowledg
men'ts to the Great Disposer of events. 

First, I may enumt-;rate the loss of the Fury, by which acci
dent the stores and provisions were left: next, the mutiny of 
the John's crew, for if that ship had come with us, we intended 
to have cleared Fury beach: thirdly, the eogine boilers, with
out which, we might have got so far that we could not bave re
turned: fourthly, the Fury's boats, after having been carried ott' 
in the storms of the winter; having been cast 011 shore near the 
same place, without any material damage: and lastly,the coo
struction of a habitation in summer, to which we were now 
mercifully permitted to return. 

Mr. Tuom now inspected and took an account of tile remains 
of provisioas ; namely, ofthe lIour, sugar, soups, peas, "\"ege
tables, pickles, and lemon-juice, which were i"n abundancc; 
though we regretted to find, that of the present preserved meats, 
there was not more than would suHice for our voyage in the 
boats during the next season, together with half a pound addi
tional on Sundays, and the same on Thursdays. 

With respect to the pre~ent rations, the ulen were allowed, 
alternately, pea-soup, with one made of carrots ~nd turnips, 
(lut of the stores_oftbc_Fury. Instead of bread, whICh we eOl.dlt 



436 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

not now furnish to a sufficient extent, they were provided with 
dumplings of flour and water, and tbey had no reason to be dis~ 
satistled with tbis compulsory substitute. They were, indeed, 
sufficiently fed, since it was observed that they bad become in 
much better condition since our return to this place. Our pre~ 
sent allowance in meat, indeed, was a pound in the day: while 
it was settled tbat the short rations should begin on the first of 
November. 

The storms of this montb, by hreaking up the ice in Prince 
Regent's inlet, and driving it down Baffin's bay, must have been 
of great service; but the low :'temperature was against us. 
Taylor, Laughy, and J. Wood, were on the sick list. We be
I("an to keep regular watch, and register the thermometer every 
two hours. 

Nov. 1 to 3; it still blew a gale from the northward, which 
did not intermit till the Saturday night; and though the sky 
was clear, the snow-drift was so thick that we could see nothing, 
and no one could venture out. A good deal of open water was 
scen after this storm, and the thermometer fell to 18e minus. 
Nov. 4; on Sunday it was comparatively moderate, and, at 
night, hecame at length calm. 

Nov. 5 and 6; the snow wall was finished; and the ice, under 
a west wind, closed in on the shore. By throwing watcr on the 
walls, and pointing the joints with wet snow, it became quite 
impervious to cold. On the seventh, the thermometer sank to 
:l5e minus: and a strong breeze sprung up, ending in a gale 
with drift snow at night, which continuing on the next day, 
lasted all tbe following; the ice driving to the southward, and 
opening much clear water to the north. 

Sunday was calm and cold. On Monday it blew hard, with 
drift snow; still moving the ice and opening more water. Nor 
did it change on the next day, while the thermometer fell to 
37° minus. The sun was in the horizon on the fourteenth, and 
was seen for the last time on the fifteenth. Therewas no change 
in the weather, except an unexpected rise of the thermometer 
to minus 100. 

Nov. 16; the gale became worse :than ever, and there was 
now clear water as far as we could see to the north-eastward, 
which, on the next day, was entirely frozen over and covered 
with snow. On these days of confinement there had been 
abundant work within, in fitting up the bed places, and in con
structing and supplying a ventilator. The good eJJect of this 
contrivance was immediately felt, in its carrying off the vapour: 
On tSunday the. weather had moderated, but it was hazy on 
Monday, becoming calm on tile next day. Thus it continued 
till a wind rose from the eastward, but not so as to render the 
work of the men, out of doors,)n constructing a snow passage, 
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impracticable. Nov. 21; we saw a second wolf on this day, 
which was fired at, but not killed, since it was afterwards seen, 
wounded, but still <ible to {scape. The men were imprisoned 
till Saturday night, and the thermometer was then at 13 deg. 
minus. 

Sunday did not admit of walking after divine service. Dur
ing all the rema~nder of this month, the ice continued in mo
tion, under a west wind, and moderate weather. The men 
finished their work, and the thermometer at the end of Novem-
1;ier was minus 32 deg. 
,The first part of the abstract of this month, which I shall give, 

relates to the temperature. The extremes were 8 deg. and 37 
deg. minus, and the mean is 20~ deg. minus, being 15J, deg. less 
than that at Port Bowen in the corresponding month ofl824. 

This month had heen still more remarkable than tbe preced
ing, for the constant succession of storms by which it bad been 
distinguisl1ed, and for being the only November on }"ecord in 
which the thermometer never rose above zero. The maximum 
1fas 4 deg. minus, and the mean temperature not less tban 19?, 
deg. below that of the November in the last year; while it wag 
8 deg. lower than that of the year before, and 15~ deg. lower 
than in tl,e Novemher of 1824, at Port Bowen. It was, how
e'ver, higher than at Melville island, in 1819; though it must be 
remarked that this is in 2~ deg. of latitude further north. 

The open water had been seen to a great extent during the 
gales of this month. It was with much difficulty that we suc
ceeded in finishing our habitation. 

During this very severe month, the men, not having clothing 
to withstand the cold, could seldom work in the open air; but 
we at length succeeder! in making our house tolerably comfort
able. so that the temperature inside was about 45 deg., except
ing near the enclosing walls, where it was, of course, below the 
freezing point; as were our cabins. The men had each a bed 
place with a canvas bottom, and a thrummed mat for a bed; 
while in addition to a blanket each, we were about to make mats 
as further coverings. 

Our system of feeding could not be changed, for want of 
means, whatever we might have wished; but the men did not 
seem to suffer, and there was no one on the sick list but Taylor, 
the lame mate, and Thomas, the carpenter; our prospects had 
not, indeed, been brightened by the aspect of the weather in 
this month; but we were all in endurable spirits, and the thank
ful were contented with the advantages which we enjoyed. 
, Dec. 1 to 8; there is little to mark the beginning of Decem
ber, eXf)ept that Sunday, the sec()nd, was. a very stormy day, and 
'that the mercury froze on the fourth; bemg four days later than 
in the last year at the same date. Hence, on to Saturday night, 
ther~ was a succession of storms with drift and new snow ; th~ 
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wind often shifting, and the ice stilI moving up and down tIll' 
Rtrail, so as to expose pieces of open water. From 40 deg. mi~ 
nus, the thermometer ~iraduall.Y rose till it settled at 29 deg. 

Dec. 9 to 15; it was not better on Sunday, but became a per~ 
feet storm after this; holding on with little change till tbe 
t\\'elfth, when it fell calm; yet only to return: having produced 
more open water tban we had Jet seen, which was nevertheless 
covered with floating pieces of ice, and soon became sheeted 
with a new formation of the same now to he expected substance. 
The thirteenth was calm and clear, and the weather was mode~ 
ratt'; while, after a galt' on the fourteenth, the week ended with 
calm weather, and with the temperature 24 deg. 

Dec. 16 to 22; the men were able to walk on Sunday, after 
~ervice; aud the weatht'r, having become clear, . continued mo~ 
derate, and unmarked all the rest of the week; when the ther~ 
mnmeter fell to 43 dt'g., being the greatest deg-ree of cold we had 
yet experienced. Three or four foxes had been taken in the 
trap at different times. 

})ec. 23 to 31 ; it blew fresh on the Sunday and Monday, so 
as to prevent the men from goinp; out; but a fox having been 
taken, served for our Christmas dinner, while the men received 
full allowance of meat fur that day, though for them as for us, 

. there wa .• nothing to drink lJUtsnolV water. No change ofwea~ 
ther worthy of note took place onwards till theend of the month, 
nor did any thing OCCllr among ourselves to plake one day 
differ from another, or diminish tbe weariness of that uuifor~ 
mity to which we were now tied. The month and the year 
ended sufficiently cold, since it was again at the freezing point 
of mercury. 

In the COllrse of this month it blew hard during most days, 
and always from the north and north-west; in consequence of 
which the ice was kept in violent motion. Open water was 
seen through all the month; and, on the last day of the year, it 
was visible from tbe beach as far as the eye could trace to tbe 
north-north-east. 

The mean temperature of the month had been one degree 
hela IV any on record; and the cold was very severely felt by u~ 
in Ollr frozen habitation; bllt by increasing the mass of snow 
and ice on the uutside, and by flooring the house, we made it 
more comfurtable. Half a dozen foxes were taken, and affordt'd 
us an excellent meal on Sundays and on Christmas~day; which 
was the first that we had spent without tasting spirits or wine: 
these luxuries having heen now utterly exhausted, as they had 
long been set apart for those periods of regale, Which a seaman 
does not easily resign, and ought not to be allowed to forget. 
Thomas, the carpenter, was now the only person on the sick 
List, and it was a matter of considerable.regret to me, notless Qn 
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his account than for the interests of all of us, and the credit of 
our medical treatment, that tIle scurvy under which he now at 
length suffered, did not yield to our great specific, lime-juice, 
which really seemed as if it had lost its antiscorbutic virtues, 
though the fauIt probably lay in the increase ofthe causes of this 
disease. 

The aurora borealis had been seen but seldom, and was incoll
spicuous, while its position was generally opposed to that of the 

. sun. But to end with the summary of this month, the weather, 
variable and severe as it had been, became calm and clear, 
though cold, and thus did we terminate the month of December 
and the year 1832. 

2 E 
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CHAPTER LIV. 

THE JOURNALS OF JANUARY, FEBRUARY, AND MARCH, WiTH THEIR ltE
SPECTIVE ,SUMMARIES-DEATH AND FUNERAL OF THE CARPE!o.TER. 

1833. Jan. 1 to 6: our new-year's feast was like that of Christ
mas-day. The remainder of the week was fine, and the people 
were able to take exercise every day. The temperature ranged 
between 33c and 380 • 

A breeze came on upon Sunday, with snow-drift; and the 
sea, which had been covered with new ice, broke up. It mode
rated next day; but, on Tuesday, blowing hard with the ther
mometer at 43", it was intolerably cold. The temperature rose 
a little the following day, but went down to 440 on the tenth. 
Friday and Saturday were both stormy, with the ice in violent 
motion; and the result of this gale Wl\.S to raise the temperature 
to 26 deg. 

This Sunday was marked by a perfect storm; yet it moderated 
on the next day, and still more so on the following ones, so that 
we could again go out during all the remainder of the week; the 
thermometer which had not been very low in comparison, being 
then at 31 deg. 

Sunday ended with a gale and drift snow, which continued 
the following day, and left the ice in motion on Tuesday. The 
weather was uncertain all the rest of the week, ;with strong 
breezes and calms. On Saturday the sun should have been visi
ble for the first time; but the sllow-drift deprived us of the sight; 
and this week produced nothing else to note. 

Jan. 27th; it blew so hard on the first days of the week, that 
we could not go out. The twenty-ninth was a very fine day; 
and the upper limb of the sun appeared at a quarter after eleven; 
showing three-quarters of the disk above the horizon at noon, 
and setting at half after one. It was the first time that we had 
seen it during seventy-four days. On the thirtieth, the thermome
ter rose to 11 deg. and the month was ended with it at 4 deg ; 
being a great change within a very short space. 

This month began, and continued for teu days, with such se
verity that it promised to be the coldest on record. It improved 
however, about the middle, so that the mean temperature was 
30 deg;, minns, while the extremes were minus 4 deg. and minus 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. <i4t 

44 deg. Nevertheless our habitation was very cold and misera
ble>; while, in attempting to warm ourselves on one side, we 
were frozen on the opposite, and were otherwise more than 
enorig h wearied, from the want of books or other occupation, and 
the impossibility of taking exercise out of doors. The crew, with 
the txceptions formerly noticed, were not ailing: but, of the 
carpenter's recovery, there was no hope. 

The weather co-nfined us for the :fil'st two days of February; 
but Sunday was fine, as was the next day; a violent gale com
ing on upon the fifth, which, after another peaceful day, recurred 
on the seventh, freezing the mercury, and continuing to blow 
with great fury till the end of the week, the thermometer then 
falling to 44 deg. 

Feb. lOth; the carpenter being now in a hopeless state, an 
appropriate sermon was read on the present Sunday. On Saturday 
morning he died. This was the coldest week we had seen, the 
thermometer having ranged between 44 deg. and 55 deg. : the 
weather had also been variable, but not marked in this respect, 
after what we had so often experienced. 

During the who-Ie of the sllbsequent week the weather was 
moderate but eold; and on the ,twenty-second, the carpenter, 
Chimham Thomas, was interred with the usual solemnity. It 
was not easy, neterthdes>s, to read the service out of doors, the 
thermometer being at 45 dog., while the gTound was so hard 
that we had great difficulty in making a grave. This poor man 
had been three months iII, and his case had long been esteemed 
hopeless; as he was sulfering from scurvy, in addition to a wort-

'outconstitution. It was the first of our losses, however, which 
could, in any fairness, be attributed to the climate and our pe
culiar situation: the first man who died could scarcely have Ii ved 
longer at home; nor was the death of the other, one that could 
have been delayed long, any where. 

Feb. 24 to 28: the temperature rose suddenly from minus 36 
deg. to 6 deg. and then reached zero, faIling again to 23 deg. 
till the end of the month. The first change gave us some hopes, 
but these did not last. In the weather, which was variable but 
moderate there was nothing to remark. 

There is nothing surprising, as there is no novelty, in the re
trospect of February. It could not have been much better, 
and it was satisfactory that it had not been worse, bad 
as it was. What the weather had proved, I need not re
peat: but as the temperature is not discoverable from 1he narra~ 
tive, it is necessary to say that the mean was 32.87 deg. minus; 
as that in the preceding Februaries >were, respectively, for the 
years; minus 29.9 deg., ,32 deg., and 33.69 deg. The extremes 
were plus 6 deg., and minus 55 deg. 

The chief event was that of the death of the carpenter, Thomas 
-> , 
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which, apart from any regret for a worthy and useful man, the 
more painful when we looked round on all, saw the decided ill
ness of some, and could not easily avoid anticipating what our 
own fate might be, was a very serious loss; since his assistance 
wuld scarcely be required hereafter, in the reparation of the 
boats, and in such ot.her matters as belonged to -his profession. 
Respecting himself, I need only note the excellent character he 
had acquired, in the navy, before he joined us: but, to compen
sate any pain that might have been felt under the impression 
that this expedition :had been fatal to him, we knew that his 
constitution had been much impaired by long service, especi
ally on the American lakes and in the Burmese war. His 
age was forty-eight; and at that time of life, a seaman who 
has served much is an aged man, if he does not chance to be 
worn out. 

My own condition, from the state of ancient wounds, brought 
into troublesome action by that tendency to scurvy which dis
played itself in no other very marked way, was, at this time. 
somewhat threatening. I had now, indeed, some reason to sup
pose that I might not be ultimately able to surmount all the pre
sent circumstances; in which case, I know not that my anxiety 
for the fate of those who might not have very well guided them
selves when I was no longer present to aid them, was not much 
greater than any thing which I felt on my own account. 

The state of the ice could not have been worse than it was at 
the end of this month, and the hills ~ere entirely covered with 
snow. It was -so deep about the place of our compulsory resi
dence, that our niiserable abode was almost hidden by it, like 
the snow hut of an Esquimanx in winter: and, as to our course 
of life and feelings, these are things which poetry might tell 
once, but which neither poetry nor prose can repeat for ever, 
with the hope that anyone can listen, and understand, and feel. 

March 1; began with a heavy gale of wind and drift snow. 
so that we could not see fifty yards off. The roaring of the ice 
was terrific; and, on the following. day the temperature fell 
once more to minus 40e, proceeding till it reached 43c, on the 
fourth., There was no cessation of this gale till the sixth, when 
open water was visible to a great extent. Two reindeer were 
seen on the seventh, which we considered very early in the 
season, and on the two following days the temperature was 25e• 

On Sunday it blew hard from the north-east, and the thermo
meter to our great surprise, rose to plus 1°, reaching 5° on the 
following day. On the twelfth, the water closed, and no more 
was seen this week; when it fell calm on Saturday night, having 
blown a hard gale during the two preceding days. 

It was calm and snowy, with the thermometer at minus 5 deg. 
both on Sunday and Monday. The second dovekie of the sea
son was seen feeding at a craek in, the ice. During all the re-
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mainder of this week the weather was sufficiently good to en
able the men to take exercise daily out of doors. 

March 24 ; there was a hard storm with drift snow to com
pensate this, which lasted the first three days of the present 
week; and we were very cold, as the thermometer went down 
to 34 deg. It moderated on the twenty-seventh, and the rest 
of the month, including Sunday, continued the same; the ground 
being every where deeply covered with snow. 

The first eight days of March 'were unusually severe: the 
change on the nint.h was great and sudden, but did not prov~ 
durahle. The mean temperature thus became 20 deg-. as tht 
extremes hadbeen from minus 45 dcg. to plus 5 deg. The gale~ 
were exceedingly severe, and the la~t) which was just before 
the equinox, continued during four days. 

The men had, :therefore, as in tbe preceding month, been 
extremely confined; and thus tbe impossibility of taking ex
,ercise, adde(! to a want of sufficient employment, short allow
ance of food, aad the inevitable lowness of spirits produced by 
the unbroken sight of this dull, melancholy, uniform, waste of 
sno'W and ice, com bined to reduce us aU to a state of very in
different health. Mr. Thom was ill, myoId wounds were very 
troublt'some. and two of the seamen were so far gone in the 
scurvy, thut we were afraid they would not recover. 

On this account mQre than any other, we had reason to la
meat OUf ill success in shooting; as it was long, too, ere we 
could hope for th" arrival of the summer birds, to allow us to 
add some fresh meat to our diet. We had taken but three 
foxes and two hares ill the whole month; which as food amount~ 
ed to nothing. 

At the end of it, after all the changes that had taken place 
under the ,gates, the ice was so roll;l;h that it was impassable 
on sledges and even on fGGt. No aurora borealis had been 
seen and, indeed, we had scarcely noticed one the whole 
winter. 

We wel'C indeed all very weary of this miserable home. It 
had been a welcome one when we first rea(~hed it, because itwas 
a contrast to what had been much worse. It had received us, 
fatigued, shelterless, and half-starved, and it at least promised 
us comparative peace and rest. But the novelty of this feeling 
bad long been worn out; and, for a long time now, the days 
had been almost without variation or mark; each duller than 
its predecessor, and the night ret1'lrning only to tell us that 
another such day would come to-morrow. Even the storms 
were withoilt variety, amid this eternal sameness of snow and 
ice: there was' nothing 'to see out of doors, even' when we 'could 
face the sky; and, within,~t was to look,equally, for variety 
and 'employmlfnt, and to fihd neither. If as those of the less 
cuve minds dozed away their time in the waking stupefaction 
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which SUCll a state of things produces, they were tIle mast fol"
tun ate of the part}'.. Those among us, who had the enviable 
talent of sleeping at all times, whether they were anxious or 
not, fared best. 

That many wishes were turned towards our own Enp;lish 
home, cannot be doubted: but it was unreasonable to indulg€ 
regret where there was nothing of which we could accuse our
selves; and they who looked forwiHd, could feel that there was 
enough of exertion before them to demand all their spirit, and 
at least hope enough to sustain those spirits till the time should 
come to bring them into action. Another mouth would pass 
in the daily approaching prospect of moving: within one 
more, we might be in motion; and if June must still be at 

term of struggles and hopes, the month of July might find us in 
Baffin's bay. 

After all, I believe, it was on those with whom the responsi.
bility rested, that the evil sat lightest; for, in the mere sense. 
of this, there was exertion, as the anticipation tilled the mind 
with schemes and prosIiects, and even in this alone, gave it oc
cupation.. Still there was far more than time enough; far too 
much to occupy in acti@ll, and incalculably too much for think
ing: and while part of OUf standing work was to complete the 
duplicates of our journals, some weary bours were filled up by 
noting our recollections of the natives with whom we had been 
so long in communication. What mine were, furnished a 
sketch, which I am very unwilling;ly compelled to defer, 
gladly as I would have introduced it into this journal; 
which,. if it may often have wearied the reader, hy its un
avoidable repetition of similar occurrences, cannot have tired 
him to one ten-thousandth part of the degree that the entry and 
the retrospect wearied myself. Let him who reads to condemn 
what is so meagre, have some cOD1J::assion 011 the writf'f wh(} 
llad nothing better than this meagreness,. this rep('tition, this 
reiteration of tbe ever resembling, every day dulness to record, 
and what was infinitely worse, to endure. I might have seen 
Jmore, it has be.en said: it may be; but I saw only ice and 
snow, cloud and d~ift and storm. Still I might hav.e &een what 
I did not; seen as a painter, and felt as a poet. and then, like 
painter and poet, have written. That also may be, but let 
painter and poet come hither and try: try lJOw far cold and 
hunger, misery and depression, aid those faculties which seem 
alwavs best deyeloped un(:er the comforts of life, and under 
that tr~nguillity at least. of mind, if not much more, which the 
poet and the writer require to bring their faculties into action. 
Our" facundi calices" were cold snow-water; and though, 
according toPersius, it is hunger which makes poets write as. 
it makes parrots speak, I suspect that neither poet nor parrot 
woulc;l have gained much in eloquence under a fox diet. and 

an insufficient one, in the blessed regions of Boothia Felix.. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

APRIL: THE JOURNAL AND SUMMARY-MAY: THE COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE, JOURNEYS INTENDED FOR THE FUTURE EXPEDITION

JU/I'E: THE CONTINUANCE OF THESE ADVANCING JOURNEYS
JULY: THE kBANDONMENT OF THE WINTER HOUSE, AND ARRI
VAL AT THE BOATS-SUMMARY. 

1833. April 1 to 6; the first day of April was overcast, with 
snow, and the temperature was at 12 deg. minus at night. 
There was variable weather on the two following days, but it 
was, on the whole, mild, so that the men could walk out. Some 
grouse were seen for the first time, together with two bears; 
and, on the fifth, the temperature rose to 5 deg. plus, continu
ing thus till the end of the week. 

April 7 to 13; the first days of the present week afforded no 
"ariety, except that the day temperature rose to 25 deg. plus. 
It snowed on the tenth, and we saw two beaTs with two cubs, 
approaching, or aboutto pass not far from us. The hindermost 
was coming ou alone, being the male; and, passing near to us, 
was killed. The last days of the' week were very severe ones, 
with a heavy gale and drift snow; and the thermometer fell to 
24 Jeg. minus. 

April 14 to 20; Sunday was not less stormy, and no one 
could go out. It moderated towards the afternoon on Monday, 
but we were still aU imprisoned. On the next day it was still 
more quiet; but there was no possibility of undertaking any 
journey till the nineteenth, when a party of men were sent for
ward in advance, with a sledge of provisions, and, having de
positcd it about eig'ht miles off, they returned; making a second 
journey on the Saturday, with a similar supply, and returning 
at midnight. 

April 21 and 22; nothing was done to-day, and it was too 
cold on Monday for travelling. Our present plan now, was to 
carry forward in advance, to the boats which we had left, suffi
cient provis,ions to last us from the first of July till the. first of 
October; as that was the point whence our summer Journey 
and voyage would commence. On Tuesday, Commander Ross 
anet the parties set off with two loads of various articles to the 
depot, and returned about mid-day on the twenty-fourth. In 
their way back, they saw a.bear. and killed a seal: and, in the 
evening,· another of the former, approaching the house, was 
killed. It had b('en at our flagstaff, which it had pulled down; 
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and having found and eaten some bread, this was discovered 
on opening its stomach, whieh contained nothing else. 

April 25 to 27; the men made another trip, but returned 
with inflamed eyes, so that they were confined on the follow
ing day. On the next, the w~ather was fine, and the thermo
meter rose to 14 deg. plus, the sun being very powerful : an
other journey was taken to the first depot, and ,the thermometer 
rose to 17 deg. 

Sunday was a day of rest; and on the twenty-ninth, another 
journey completed the deposition of the provisions at the place 
of the boats. On the thirtieth, there was a severe gale, and we 
could do nothing: and, with this last labour, we ended the 
month of April. 

The last month was, on the whole, mild, being never less 
than 26 deg. minus, nor higher than 19 deg. plus; ami tbe 
mean temperature was minus 4 deg., being four degrees above 
that of Port Bowen, and seven above that at Victory harbour 
in the same month ofthe last year. 

We had succeeded in getting all our provisions forward, con
taining our supply from the first of July to the end of Sep
tember, and were thus eight miles. or a quarter of the distance, 
advanced towards the place of the boats in Batty bay. The 
transportation of them onwards to that depot was calculated to 
'Le work enough for the next month, because the parties would 
be compelled to travel the same ground eight times, so as to 
make the distance 256 miles. 

The fat of the bears which we had killed was an addition of 
some moment to our fuel, as the skins had theil' own value_ 
Five grouse had been killed; but not a snow bunting had yet 
been seen. One fox only had been taken. 

The men were better, except one of the scorbutic patients, 
John Wood, who appeared to be in a hopeless state. The sun 
had produced a visible effect on the snow, which was now dis
appearing from the tops of the hills. 

May 1 to 7; the gale, which continued all this day, pre
vented us from carrying on our provisions: and it thus per-' 
sisted until the seventh, being a continued storm, which en
tirely hindered us from moving during the whole of the time. 
The thermometer was between 3 deg. minus, and 10 deg. plus. 
Two bears were wounded. 

May 8 and 9; this day was nearly calm; and having got 
all our preparations ready, we set out at eleven at night; this 
being the best period of the twenty-four hours fm' travelling. 
On the next day, at three in the morning, we attakled the first 
position; having travelIed eight miles. At eight in the even
ing, having rested llere, we set out once more with the sledges, 
containing six casks of bread; having left three sick men at 
the.house)o be brought up by another journey. . 
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, May.IOto 13; at noon we re~H'hed the second position in 
Two ~.lVer bay! whence, depositing the first load, we returned 
ten nales to brIng up another. The ice was found extremely 
bad, so as t? compel us to keep close under the precipices. 
In the evemng we went back to that place with the second 
load, arriving with it at three in the morning. At eight we 
returned for 1he third cargo, and brought it up on the twelfth 
a little after midnight: going back once more to onr old posi~ 
tion for a fonrth load, which was brought up on the thirteenth, 
abant the same hour. 

~Iay 14 to 24; not to repeat these daily proceedings, I may 
now say, generally, that in this advance from our honse to
wards the boats which we had left in the preceding year, each 
stage of the distance reqnired four jonrneys; since, more for 
want of power than that of carriag'es, we could not otherwise 
transport onr several stures, and, in addition to those, the men 
that were too ill to walk. It was not, iherefore, till the twenty
fourth that we arrived with the first load near the place of the 
boats; which we could not at first discover, so deeply was the 
ground covered with snow. To dig for them and tlJe concealed 
stores, occupied the greatest part of the day: while we were 
mnch impeded, and at last stopped, by a stron'g breeze, ac
companied by a heavy snow-drift. The weather had been 
variable, and often very snowy durin/!." this period; and the 
consequence was to add much to the difficulties of this already 
miserable and tedious travelling. The range of the thermo
meter had been from minus 2 deg. to plus l8 deg.; so that it 
was still very cold .. 

It became calm and mild on tlle twenty-fifth, so that the 
work of bringing forward the loads proceeded, both on this 
and the following day; on wlJich latter I remained with the 
boats in Batty bay, to make observations, while the party re
turned to fetch up what was still left. I came back much fa
tigued. Sleeping here alone in the hut, about midnight, a bear 
pnlled away the stones which supported the canvas roof and 
fell in, nearly on the place where I Jay. On calling out to 
know who was there, the creature went off to the other hut, 
when, as it was examining- the cook's kettle, it received a 
shot fram my gun, under w'hich, whether wounded or not, it 
was soon out of sight. 

The last days of this most tiresome travelling were by much 
the worst; as there were severe showers of snow, with very 
cold weather, by which the way was at last made so bad, that 
had it happened sooner, we should have been stopped alto
gether. On the twenty-ninth, all having at length hee~ con
centrated; we returned to ouf house on Fnry beach. I hlled a 
bear and two foxes on one of these days; the total number uf 
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the latter in this month having been twelve. The sight ofsoml' 
gulls twice in this month was a very welcome one. 

The mean temperature of this month was lower by seven 
degrees than that at Port Bowen in 1824; it was 11 deg. plus, 
and the extremes plus 25 deg. and minus 3 deg. There had 
been no appearance of a thaw; the ice in the offing was as bad 
as ever and the two or three g.'ulls, with a few snow buntings that 
~ve saw, without one grouse, were but feehle signs of an advanc
mg summer. 

The fatigues of the men, and officers, since no one was ex
empted, were very great in the last twenty days of the month 
which our ever renewed travelling occupied; let they had not 
materiaJly suffered. though the sick continued no better. 

Our allowance of provisions was as low as before, and the 
mode of distrilmtion into meals the same; while the night had 
been made our day. The quantity of provisions that we had 
secured thus far on our road to the expected liberation, was 
sufficient to last us, on a two-thirds allowance, till the first of 
October. 

June 1 ; having thus carried forward to the boats all that could 
be spared from our actual wants, that every thing might be in 
readiness for moving whenever the ice should open, we had 
now to occupy ourselves as we best could at our" Somerset 
house," and to make ourselves as content as might be till it 
was time to move again. This apparently premature advance 
was absolutely necessary; because, at a later period, when it 
should be time for the boats to move and make the attempt to 
navigate the frozen strait, the roads from our winter residence 
to their place would not only be much worse, but might prove 
impassable for such loads, under the little power that we had 
at command. With the present arrangements, the surplus that 
might remain with us would be moderate, and a short time 
would bring us up to the boats, in readiness to sail; whereas, 
had this last month's work been deferred, the ice might have, 
opened, and joined again for the winter, before we were ready 
to take advautage of it. The journal of this month is therefore, 
very generally, uniform and uninteresting. To us it was so: 
it cannot be otherwise to a reader. 

June 2 to 8; divine service was re-established on Sunday. 
It was very bad weather, with strong northerly wind~, snow, 
and drift, on the three following days; but it improved as we 
ad vanced towards the end of the week, the thermometer rising 
to 30 deg: notwithstanding which low temperature, the sun 
dissolved much of the new snolY, and lay bare again some parts 
of the hills. Some birds were killed. 

The weather continued better. On Monday a bear came to 
the but, and began to devour some skins, with the carcass of 
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the one-formerlyshot;when it was killed; having, as it proved 
on examination been formerly wounded. Some rain fell on the 
eleventh, for the first time, but it soon became snow; notwith
standing which, on the following day, water was seen run
ning down in several places, and there were many pools on the 
ice. Hence. on to Saturday, the weather continued variable; 
being sometimes fine, and at others rendered disagreeable by 
falling snow, while the ice was, of course, still dissolving; 
though the thermometer at night seldom reached tIle freezing 
point, as its highest degree in the day time, was 52 deg. 

June 16 to 22; the history ofthe present week is but a repeti
tion of the same weather and the same temperatures, which, at 
least, were but two or three degrees higher on the average. 
The great work of dissolution was going on, and, it was agreed 
by aU, much more rapidly than in the preceding year at the 
same time. The summer animals were now, too, increasing, 
and about two dozen of ducks and a goose were killed in one 
day, besides some other birds at various times. Some work was 
also donc to the sledges, for our next journey, which was now 
near at hand. 
~. June 23&24; we were enabled to give all the people a good 
treat of clucks on this day; being the only tolerable dinner they 
had seen for a long time: though, on other occasions. these 
delicacies were reserved for the sick. On the twenty-fifth, a 
.party went forward with a sledge-load of fuel and provisions; 
and, on returning, they reported that the road was covered 
with water and soft snow. I did not find it so bad as represent
ed, in proceeding with another load on the following day; hav
ing finished which stage, I returned to send on the others. 
On Saturday nig;ht, the sledges were finished. The weather 
during this week resembled that of the formcr, in its incessant 
changes; nor did the temperature materially improve. Many 
seals were seen, with some tracks of reindeer; and some birds 
were killed, including forty dovekies. 

On this Sunday, all the party which had gone forward return
ed in good health. The report of the roads was more favour
able; and the diurnal range of the temperature was from 32 deg. 
to 42 deg. . 

In the beginning of June the prospect was exceedingly un
favourable as the weather was very cold and the temperature 
lower than' in the preceding ones at the same period. It. how
ever iimproved, though there was very little rain during the 
time, and much snow. The extremes were 45 deg. and 16deg. 
plus, and the mean plus 35t deg. 

We had advanced the tents and some stores to the second 
position forwards; which, thtmgh but thirty miles oil, required 
more than a hundred miles of travelling, from the neceSSIty of 
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returning-to bring up the loads which we could n.ot carryon 
to their places in any other manner. We were still, h?wever, 
.encumbered by the sick, who could not walk at all.; whlle, un
fortunately, they were the three heaviest I?en III tht; crew. 
Some others could barely walk, but could gIVe no aSSIstance 
in drawing the sledges. It was well that some appeared in 
good health; while all were now in hopes of a speedyembarka;
tion, and of an ultimate escape from the miserable abode of 
people who had, on the whole, been sufficiently miserable in 
all ways. 

Some of the numerous persons with whom I have conversed, 
since my return, on the history of our voyage, have suggested 
to me, on this subject, a remark which I, assuredly, did not 
make at the time, and should not have made now. It certainly 
never struck me, and I am sure it did not enter into the 
thoughts of one of my officers, that we had ever done, or were 
now doing, aught more for the sick men of our crew than was 
Qur duty, and, not less, our inclination. Undoubtedly, it was a 
very heavy labour to carry onwards these sick and enfeebled 
men, encumbered as we were: it was a far more serious mat
ter, when even the lives of the able might be sacrificed to a 
duty which thus curtailed our means of conveying forward the 
provisions and aceommodations necessary to our own existence, 
and what is still more, wer'e indispensable to the accomplish
ment of our ultimate hopes, a return to England. It was also, 
as I have since been told, a great sacrifice of our own comforts, 
,to have reserved our best and most delicate food for the sick, 
to have nursed and tended those who had ceased to be aught 
but an encumbrance, and of whom, some, as we full well knew, 
were not destined to survive. That may be very true: I be
lieve, that as regarded ourselves, we did wrong; it is possible 
that such notions may have occurred to me for a moment or 
two since my return, when the ingratitude and obloquy which 
1 have experienced from those very persons in particular has 
vexed me; and I believe that when the history of the wreck 
Qf the Meduse has been recited to me by those friends, I may 
have sometimes wondered why we should have differed; little 
willing as J am to remember any thing which may make 
human nature appear in an evil light, or to add to the bitter 
feeling which England too often entertains towards its neigh
bour .. But in spite of all that might then have occurred to our 
minds, though I cannot recollect that it did once occur, in 
spite of such inconvenience as we did really sufrer, and such 
hazards as we did risk, and in spite of the ingratitude which I 
much fear I have experienced where I ought not, I imagine 
that I did no more than it was proper to do, and which I should 
do again in the same circumstances: yet is this not boasting, 
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since I am sure that every British officer would do the sal1!le, alii
! know th"t every Christian man ought, in any situation. If it 
IS true that France really wants such a lesson, I must be sorry; 
but I fear that no lesson will influence those who have not in 
their hearts tHe inclination to do right, or who are not governed 
~y some better motive than the praise of men; in this expect
Ing that poor rewal'd, which, in just punishment of their mo
tives, may even pe withheld. 

The wind and weather were variable during the first four 
days of July, but generally cold, with snow and sleet, while 
the thermometer at night scarcely ever rose above the freezing: 
point. Our preserved meat was expended; and we had here, 
now, no other fresh animal food than what we could procure by 
our guns; which was not much as yet, since it consisted but 
of a few ducks and dovekies. Some spare grates were made 
for the, house, and the roof was repaired and strengthened, in 
case we should be obliged to return to it for the ensuing winter; 
though somewhat at a loss to know how we were to subsist 
under such an unfortunate event. . 

July 5 and 6; a quantity of flannel cartridges were given to 
!he men for repairing their clothes before encountering the 
.lourney to Batty bay. An avalanche of ice from the cliffs, 
intermixed with rocks and water, was a novel sight, and,~ill; 
this dearth of events, would have been interesting, even had it 
been far less splendid as a spectacle. Falling into the sea, it 
'carried all before it; breaking the flat ice to a great distance, 
and showing us, had that been now necessary, the manner ill 
which the icebergs are sometimes found to be covered with 
fragments of rock and layers of earth. 

So many of my countrymen have now seen the avalanches 
of tIle Alps, and so many more 'have read of those, in prose 
and in poetry, as there are some who can never forget the 
splendid picture of Loutherbourg on this subject, that any 
attempt on my part to descrihe such an occUlTeIice as this 
must be superflous, as it cannot fail to be feeble. Yet there 
was a variety tin this, which, could I adequately describe it, in 
even the plainest prose, or represent it in the meanest drawing, 
would not fail to strike even those who have witnessed what 
Switzerland can show. It was not t~e snow,ball, gig:"ntic.as 
that may be, detaching itself from the, mountam summIt, galn
.jng in magnitude as in velocity during its progress, a,nd then 
thundering down an irregular declivity, sliding, boundmg, and 
JiJreaking, till it had safely lodged itselfin the valley below, or 
in the bed of a torrent; there perchance to obstr.nct a stream, 
be scattered over a plain, or, if even overwhelmmg !l cottage, 

'to fall into repose among the ice that had rece~ved!t. Here, 
all was as instantaneous as it was unexpected. The ICy moun 
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tain that had towered over our heads so long, was gone before 
we could say, Behold, be aware: the instant of its motion was 
that of its descent, and before it seemed to .have commenced 
that descent, it had plunged into the sea: no, not into a sea of 
water, but a sea of ice; breaking up those glassy fields which 
had so long bound us in, as if indeed they were but a feeble 
mirror; scattering their fragments far and wide, with a noise 
exceeding thunder, and prolonged even like the reverberations 
of the thunderholt, until all settled again into the dead and 
icy stillness of its former repose; yet to leave that new moun
tain in the waves, a record of this catastrophe, as long as 
record could be of those mountains which the sun would ere 
long melt, and the winds float ofl' to other and far distant 
regions. , 

July 7; the shooting of fifty dovekies yesterday gave the 
men a good Sunday's dinner; and the last divine service we 
trusted ever to attend in this house, was performed. It was 
the commencement of a farewell which all hoped would be 
eternal; but everyone must answer for the feelings under 
which he, for the expected last time, repeated the Lord's 
prayer, and heard himself dismissed in those words which pro
mise, to those who deserve it, that peace which passes all 
understanding. I trust there were few who did not recollect to 
return their own private thanksgiving for so long a preserva
tion amid such dangers and privations, and who did not put up 
their own prayers for help in the great undertaking now im
pending, on the success or failure of which must turn the event 
.of life or dea1h to all. 

July 8 ; on Monday, every thing was ready, and we too were 
as prepared as we were anxious to quit this dreary place, as 
we hoped, for ever. Yet, with those hopes, there were mingled 
many fears; enough to render it still but too doubtful in all 
our minds whether we might not yet be compelled to return; 
to return once more to despair, and perhaps, to return but to 
die. To have been able, confidently, to say, Adieu for ever, 
would bave been indeed to render this a delightful parting; 
when even the shelter which we had received was insufficient 
to balance all the miseries which we had suffered; miseries to 
llave extinguished every ,sense of regret that we could llav felt 
in pronouncing those two words, which, it is said, have never 
yet, under any circumstances, been pronounced without pain. 
This may be true; I almost believe that it would have been 
true even in our case, though in parting from our miserable 
winter house of tim her and SLOW, we left nothing behind us but 
misery and the recollection of misery; since, in the comparison 
with what might have been, it was, heaven knows, a shelter 
from evils far greater, from death itself; and, such home as it 
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was, a Home; . that strange entity from which man never parts, 
bad as it may be, without reluctance, and never leaves but with 
some strange longing to see it again. But true as may be the 
pain of an adieu, or the fancy of Ii~aving for ever a home, or 
true as may be, reversely tbe pleasure of quitting for ever the 
scene of past miseries, neitber the plcasure nor the pain was 
ours .. Scarcely the feeling of a farewell, for hope or regret, fo.r 
pain or for pleasure, was in any mind, when we coldly de
parted in the evening with our three sledges, to encounter such 
fate as Providence might bave in store for us. 

The sick, who formed OUI' great difilculty, bore the first jour
ney well, and we reached our first station before mid-day. It 
was a fine day, and the warmest that had Jet occurred; tIle 
temperature being 48 deg. In the afternoon, at three, we pro
ceeded again, with infinite toil, through nearly impassable 
ways, which were rendered more difilcult to us by the care 
which the sick required: and so hard was the labour, that even 
here, and at night, we were obliged to work in our shirts. We 
gained but two miles by midnight, and were glad to rest. 

July 10th; we recommenced with all the baggage, labouring 
through ways as bad, or W01se, under a sun that was occasion
ally very hot; and at nim', reached the third position, at the 
cascade, which was now pouring down abundantly into a pool 
filled with kittiwakes; where we procured some surrel. We 
found that the bears had upset a cask full of skins which we had 
left here, but they could not contrive to open it. 

On the next day we brought forward the sick, whom we could 
not move together with the baggage, and then proceeded to the 
third position, after a very fatiguing journey, backwards and for
wards, of twenty-four miles. We had lately obtained a good 
supply of dovekies, and could now afford every one a good 
breakfast; which was not less necessary than agreeable, emaci
ated as most of us were, and nevertheless compelled to endure 
this. constant labour. In the afternoon, the road on the shore 
being better, we contrived to take. most of our stores, the sick 
included: but it was not, finally, till after many difficulties in 
avoiding and traversing bad ice, that we reached the boats in 
Batty bay, at eight in the morning. 

We found that the bears and faxes had committed considera
ble depredations on our stores, by destroying.' a cask of bread, 
some oil, and some sugar, and also all the leather shoes and boots 
they could find. The weather was very fine, and the dovekies 
being numerous, we killed some for our provision. Even at 
midnight the thernwmeter was now 48 deg.: it was a great re
volution in the weather, and it had been a sudden one; unex
pected, but not undue. 'fwD light sledges to-day brought up 
the few things which we had been obliged to leave at the last 



454 VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

place, together with some sorrel for the sick; while we obtain
ed thirty dovekies. 

Sunday was made a day of rest. They who walked found 
the land quite destitute of vegetation, and a considerable river 
running into the head of the bay. On the following day the ice 
was examined from the hills, but was not yet breaking in the 
offing: the weather being calm and fine, but sometimes foggy. 

The men were employed in repairing the boats, and in pre
parations for embarking. The Lce moved on the sixteenth; but 
the large creek was still filled, and impassable. On the two next 
days it rained almost constantly, and we were prisoners. About 
a hundred dovekies were killed, so that our supply of fresh meat 
was respectable, if not great. 

On the twentieth, the weather became fine again; the ice con
tinued to move, and the calking of the boats was continued. 
An easterly wind made the thermometer fall to 38 deg. On 
Sunday the ice was reported to be broken up in the offing; but 
aftcr three days, without any thing material to note, except the 
killing of fifty dovekies, it remained close packed on the shore, 
so that it was impossible for us to move. The weather, from 
this time, continued variable, with occasional rain and wind, 
together with fogs, till the thirtieth; as the only events worth 
noticing, were the improvement of the sick, and the killing of 
some more birds for our table." 

'Ve had now seen the ice leave the shore at last, but had yes
terday been preventing from embarking, by a heavy fog. This 
ending in rain and sleet, with an adverse east wind, on the last 
morning of the month, we did not load the boats till mid-day ; 
but as it proved, in vain, since it came to blow and rain so hea
vily all the afternoon and eveniug, that it was impossible to 
embark. In every way it was desirable to quit this place; as 
the stones had now begun to fall from the clilts, in consequence 
of which two men experienced severe contusions, and one nar
rowly escaped with his life. Thus ended July. 

Of that month, any summary is superseded by the preceding 
journal; it is almost sufficient to note that the mean tempera
ture had been 36 deg., and the extremes 28 deg. and 50 deg. 
plus. It had not been an unfavourable one to our prospects, 
on the whole, while we had no right to expect an open sea in 
these regions at so early a period, far less in a strait which had 
exhibited such perseverance in preserving its ice though the 
whole summer, during the preceding years. That the sick had 
improved was a very consoling circumstance; while our situa
tion was, at least, one of joint exertion and ,hope .. 
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• CHAPTER LVI. 

AUGUST-DETENTION AT BATTY BAY-THE ICE BREAKS:'-DEPARTURE 
IN THE BOATS-REACH THE EASTERN COAST OF PRINCE REGENT'S 
INLET-MEET WITH THE ISABELLA, AND ARE RECEIVED ON 
BOARD. 

1833. Between the first and th e fifteenth of the month of August, 
the changes of the wind and the vacillations in the nature of' 
the weather were such as I have often recorded during the past 
two; while the general result is all that is here worthy of' notice. 
The prevailing nature of the former was north-easterly: and 
the consequence was, to block up the 8110re with ice, and to 
keep us closely imprisoned to our beach and our boats. On the, 
third, indeed, we made an attempt to move round the southern 
point of the bay: but being unable to effect this, and finding 
the blockade ofthis headland so heavy that the bay must open 
sooner, so as to give us notice where we might possibly pass it, 
we returned, as there was nothing to gain by this·project. 

But even this fruitless labour was not without its use. The 
result of it was, to do something: and, to do, even what was 
useless, was to keep up the spirits and hopes of the people, as 
it also interrupted that uniformity of idle wakefulness which led 
them to brood over their present condition, and to indulge in 
evil anticipations. The Highland squire who makes Boswell 
haul on the ,backstay in a gale of wind, displays more knowledge 
than a landsman has any right to possess. 

I know not what we should have done, what would have 
"become of us," as the phrase is, had we not made work when 
we had ceased to find it. "The men," as they are called, are 
not much given to thinking, it is certain; though seamen of the 
present day (and I am sorry to say it), think much more tlian 
they did in the days of my junior 'service, and, most assuredly 
and certainly, are "all the worse" for it. Let my fraternity in 
command say whether this be true or not; and they are the 
hold men who will so say, despite of the paItl-Y, fantastical and 
pretending, ultra philanthropy of these clays of 'ruinous folly. 
But that is an over serious -matter to discuss at present. ., An 
idle man is a, pillow for the devil," says a Spanish or Italian 

2 F 
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proverb: it was not good tbat our men sbould have been pillow
ed in this manner: better was it that they should work them
selves into utter weariness, that they should so hunger so as to 
think only of their stomachs, fall asleep and dream of nothing but 
a better dinner, as they awoke to hope and labour for it, and that 
their sleep should be, not on the pillow of the proverb, but on a 
couch of snow, sunlcient to impede all reflections but the wish 
for a better bed after a better supper, and the knawing desire 
of more and better on the following day. 

The shooting of waterfowl furnished indeed some occupation 
to those who were worthy of being trusted with powder and 
shot; but I believe the best occupation, to a set of such starved 
wretches as we were, was to eat the game, not to shoot it. 
Every morning now rose on the hopes of a good supper: if that 
came, it was more than welcome; and when it did not, why then 
there was the chance of one to-morrow. I do not say that the 
supper which was missed was equivalent to the one that was 
eaten; since hope or expectation will not, more than wishing, 
fill a man's stomach; but it is certain that the sick recovered 
rapidly, 'and the well improved in strength; nor could I doubt 
that their present state of mind was, in this, scarcely less effica
cious thau the broiled ducks and the dovekie sea-pies. 

To look out from the top of the hill, for the state of the ice, 
was another occupation for anyone that chose; and it was ex
ercise, while it served to waste the time. It was not, like Beh
ring's unhappy men, to watch for the ship that was destine.d 
never to appear, and, when the day closed, to retire once more 
to darkness and despair. The day of relief might be delayed, 
but it was long yet before it would Le time to fear that it was 
not to arrive; while, in every change of a breeze, in every 
shower of rain, and in every movement of the ice, however 
minute, there was sufficient to maintain hope, and to render all 
anxious for the to-mOlTOW ; as each, on retiring for the night 
feIt inclined to say, yet not under the same motives as the wretche~ 
in the Castle of Indolence, "Thank God, the day is done." 

It was on the fourteenth that hope became anxiety when a 
lane of water was for the first time seen, leading to the north
ward; and not many, I believe, slept, under the anticipations 
of what the next day might bring. On this, all were employed 
in cutting the ice which obstructed the shore, as early as four 
o'clock in the morning; and the tide having risen soon after 
with a fine westerly breeze, we launched the boats, embarked 
the stores and the sick, and, at eight o'clock were under way. 

'Ve really were under way at last; and it was our business 
to forget that we had been in the same circumstances, the year 
before, in the same place; to feel that the time for· exertion 
was now come, and those exertions to be at length rewarded; 
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to "exehange hope for certainty, and to see, in the mind's eye, 
the whole strait open before us, and our little fleet sailing with 
a fair wind through that bay which was now, in our views, 
England and home. 

We soon rounded the north cape of Batty bay, and, finding 
a lane of water, crossed Elwin's bay at midnight; reaching, on 
the sixteenth, that spot to the north of it where we had pitched 
our tents on the twenty-eighth of August in the preceding year. 
I know not if all were here quite free of recollections to damp 
our new hopes. The difference in time was but twelve days; 
and should those days pass as they had done in the former, it 
might still be our fate to return to our last winter's home, and 
there to end our toils as it was but too easy to anticipate; the 
first whose fortune it should be, in a frozen grave, and the last 
in the maws of bears and foxes. 

We found here no passage to the eastward, but the lane of 
water still extended towards the north; so that our stay was 
of no longer duration than was indispensible for rest. As we 
proceeded, the open water increased in breadth; and, at eight 
in the evening we reached our former position at the north
eastern cape of America. A view from a hill here, showed 
that the ice to the northward and north-eastward was in such 
a state as to admit of sailing _through it; but as it blew too 
hard to venture among it in the night, we pitched our tents 
for rest 

August 17; at three in the morning we embarked once 
more leaving an additional note of our procedings, in the 
same place where the former was concealed. It was calm 
and we keld on to the eastward by rowing, until at noon, we 
reached, the edge of the packed ice, though many streams of 
floating pieces; wken we found that its extremity was but a 
mile to the nortllward. A southerly breeze then springing 
up, enabled us to round it; when, finding the water open we 
stood on through it, and reached the eastern shore of the strait 
at three in the afternoon. In a lew hours we had at length 
effected tkat for which we had formely waited in vain so many 
days, and which it is likely, could not kave been effected in any 
of the years that we had been imprisoned in this country. 

Accustomed as we were to the ice, to its caprices, and to its 
sudden and unexpec1ed alterations, it was a change like that of 
magic," to find that solid mass of ocea.:-which was but. too fresh 
in our memories, which we had looked at for so many years as 

, if it was fixed for ever in a repose which nothing could here
after disturb, suddenly converted into water; navigable, and 
navigable te us, who ha~ almost forgotten what it was to float 
at frecdom on the seas. It was at times scarcely to be believed: 
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and he who dozed to awake again, had for a moment to renew 
the conviction that he was at length a seaman on his own ele
ment, that his boat once more rose on the waves beneath hi~, 
and that when tbe winds blew, it obeyed his will and hIS 
hand. . 

Thus we ran quickly along the shore as the breeze increased; 
and, passing Eardly point, were at length compelled, by the 
risin.g of this breeze to a gale accompanied by hard squalls, to 
take shelter on a beach twelve miles west of Cape York; bav-
ing made, on this day, a run of seventy-two miles. . 

August 18; the wind moderating, and it at length becomlDg 
calm, we were obliged, in the morning, to take to the oars; and 
finding no ice to ohstruct us, rowed along to the eastward, and 
by midnight rested for a short time at the cape to the east of 
Admiralty inlet. Oll the next day, the weather being the same, 
we were halfway between tbis place and that termed Navy
board inlet, by eight in the morning; when, the men being ex
hausted with nearly twenty hours' rowing, we stopped on the 
beach and pitched our tents. The weather had not yet become 
warm, clear as the ",ater might be; since the night temperature 
had never exceeded 35 deg., nor that of the day 40 deg. 

We were soon dri ven from this exposed place by the coming 
on of an easterly wind; and thus, taking once more to the oars, 
we rowed along among icebergs, till we arrived at an excellent 
harbour, receiving a considerable stream, where we were pro
tected by these heavy masses, while we could, if necessary, 
haul the boats into a pool at the mouth of the river. We had 
thus g·ained five miles more; and being six or seven to the west 
of Navy-board inlet, were within eighty of Possession bay. 

August 20; it began to blow hard last night with a north
east wind, and a heavy sea, wbieh continued this day; block
ing us up completely; but allowing us to haul up the boats for 
repair. Growing worse at length, we brought them into the 
inner harbour which the pool formed; wben, increasing to a 
-violent gale, all the icebergs which had arranged themselves 
into an outer one, broke away and dislJppeared. There was, 
with this storm, a steady fall of mixed rain and snow and the 
thermometer subsided to 34 deg. ' 

August 22; it had become prudent to reduce ourselves once 
more, to a two-th.irds allowance; and thus were we impri:~oned 
on the twenty-thIrd and twenty-fourth, by a continuance of the 
gale, with fog and rain; the thermometer falling to 29 deo-· a 
degrec of cold which was severely felt by the sick people. " , 

August 25; the wind at length abated, and the sea came 
down, so that we launched the boats; and it being by that time 
calm, we rowed to the eastward across Navy-board inlet, pass-
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lng through several streams of ice; willm, the men being ex
hausted by twelve hours' labour, we found a harbour after !l 

progress of ten miles, and pitched our tents at the mouth of an
other river; there resting, and repairing ihe boatS, which were 
not in the best condition. 

August 26; at four in the morning, when all were asleep, the 
look-out man, David Wood, thought he discovered a sail in the 
offing, and immediately informed Commander Ross, who, by 
means of his glass, soon saw that it was, in reality, a ship. All 
hands were immediately out of their tents and on the beach, 
discussing her rig, quality, and course; though there were still 
some despairers who maintained that it was only an iceberg'. 

No time was however lost: the boats were launched, alld 
signals made by burning wet powder; when, completing our 
embarkation, we left our little harbour at six o'clock. OUI' 

progress was tedious, owing to alternate calms, and light airs 
blowing in every direction; yf't we made way towards the ves
sel, and llad it remained calm where she was, should soon havf' 
been alongside. Unluckily, a breeze just then sprang up, and 
she made all sail to the south-eastward; by which means tht' 
boat that was foremost was soon left astern, while the other two 
were steering more to the eastward, with the hopes of cutting 
her off. 

About ten o'clock we saw another sail to the northward, 
which' appeared to be lying to for our boats; thinking, at one 
time, When she hove to, that she had seen us. That, however, 
proved not to be the case, as she soon bore up under all sail. 
In no long time it was apparent that sbe was fast leaving us ; 
and it was th.e most anxious moment that we had yet experi
enced, to find that we were near to no less than twO ships, 
either of which would have put an end to all our fears and all 
our toils, and that we should probably reach neither. 

It was necessary, however, to keep up the courage of tIle men, 
by assuring them, from time to time, that we were coming up 
witb her; when, most fortunately, it fell calm, and we really 
gained so fast, that, at 'eleven o'cloek we saw her heave to with 
aU: sails aback, and lower down a boat, which rowed immedi
ately towards our own. 

She was soon alongside, when tbe mate in command address
ed us, by presuming that we had met with some misfortune and 
lost our ship. This being answered in the affirmative, I re
quested to know the name of his vessel, and expressed our wish 
to be taken on board. I was answered that it was" the Isa
bella of Hull, once commanded by Captain Ross;" on whieh I 
stated that I was the identical man in question, and my people 
the crew of the Victory. That the mate, who commanded tbis , 
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boat was as much astonished at tbis information as he appear
ed t~ be I do not doubt; while, with the usual blunderheaded
ness of ~en on such occasions, he assured me that I had been 
dead two years. I easily convinced him, however, that what 
ot1!:'ht to have been true, according to his estimate, was a some
what premature conclusion; ~s the bear-like fO.rm of the w.hole 
set of us might have shown him, had he taken tlme to consIder, 
that we were certainly not whaling gentlemen, and that we 
carried tolerable evidence of our being" true men, and no im
postors," on our backs, and in our starved and unshaven coun
tenances. A bearty congratulation followed of course, in the 
true seaman style, and, after a few natural inquiries, he added 
that the Isabella was commanded by Captain Humphreys; when 
he immediately went off in his boat to communicate his infor
mation on board; repeating that we had long been given up as 
lost, not by them alone, but by all England. 

As we approacbed slowly after him, to the ship, he jumped 
up the side, and in a minute the rigging was manned; while 
we were saluted with three cheers as we came within cable's 
length, and were not long in getting on board of myoid vessel, 
where we were all received by Captain Humphreys with a hearty 
seaman's welcome. 

Though we had not been supported by our names and 
characters, w.e should not the less have claimed, from charity, 
the attentions that we received, for never was seen a more 
miserable-looking set of wretches; while, that we were but a 
repulsive-looking people, none of us could doubt. If, to be 
poor, wretchedly poor, as far as all our present property was 
concerned, was to have a claim on charity, no one could well 
deserve it more; but if, to look so, be to frighten away the so 
called charitable, no beggar that wanders in Ireland could have 
outdone us in exciting the repugnance of those who have not 
known what poverty can be. Unshaven since I know not when, 
dirty, dressed in the rags of wild beasts instead of the tatters of 
civilization, and starved to the very bones, our gaunt and grim 
looks, when contrasted with those of the well-dressed and well
fed men around us, made us all feel, I believe for the first time, 
what we really were, as well as what we seemed to others. 
Poverty is without half its mark, unless it be contrasted with 
wealth: and what we might have known to be tru.e in the past 
days, we had forgotten to think of, till we were thus reminded 
of what we truly were, as well as seemed to be. 

But the ludicrous soon took place of all other feelings; in 
such. a crow~ and such confusion, all serious thought was im,
possible, .w~lle the new buoyancy of our spirits made us abun
dantly wlllmg to be amused by the scene which now opened. 
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Every man was hungry and was to'be fed, all were ragged and 
were to be clothed, there was not one to whom washing was 
not indispensible, nor one whom his beard did not deprive of 
all Englishsemblance. All, every thing, too, was to be done 
at once; it was washing, dressing, shaving, eating, all inter
mingled, it was all the materials of each jumbled together; 
while, in the midst of all, there was interminable questions to 
be asked and answered on all sides; the adventures of the 
Victory, our own escapes, the politics of England, and the news 
which was now four years old. But all subsided into peace at 
last. The sick were accommodated, the seamen disposed of, 
and all was done, for all of us, which care and kindness could 
perform. Night at length brought quiet and serious thoughts; 
and I trust there was not one mall among us who did not then 
express, where it was due, his gratitude for that interposition 
which had raised us all from a despair which none could now 
forget, and had brought us from the very borders of a 1l0t distant 
grave, to life and friends anG!. civilization. 

Long accustomed, however, to a cold bed on the hard snow 
or the bare rock, few could sleep amid the comfort of our new 
accommodations. I was myself compelled to leave the bed 
which had been kindly assigned me, and take my abode in a 
chair for the night, nor did it fare much better with the rest. 
lt was for time to reconcile us to this sudden and violent change, 
to break through what had become habit, and to inure us once 
more to the usages of our former days. 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

PROCEEDINGS ON BOARD OF THE ISABELLA-SURVEY OF THE COAST 

-Df;PARTURE-ARIUVAL AT HULL, AND IN LONDON. 

1833. August 27; on conversing with Captain Humphreys this 
morning, I found that he had taken twenty-seven fish, which 
was but two-thirds of a cargo, and that he purposed yet to 
remain out for some time. The Isabella had gone up Prince 
Regent's inlet, as far as Mount Sherrar, followed by the Wil
liam Lee, which was the vessel that we bad seen, and was now 
in sight; while ;we intended to send on board of ber a part of 
our crew. He had made a bold attempt to cross Prince Regent's 
inlet to Leopold's islands, in hopes of finding some traces of us, 
rather than ourselves; but had been stopped at about two-tbirds 
of the way, by a field of ice. He had run along the edge of this 
on the day before we crossed, and it was in this manner that 
we had missed him; while it was on his return that we met, 
after he bad examined the eastern shore for us in vain. That 
he had not noticed our boats, though he had seen them, arose 
from his baving mistaken them for those of the William Lee. 

Being desirous to leave, at Possession bay, a notice to any 
vessel which might land there in search of us, as also to verify 
my chronometer, I was landed for these purposes; and, after 
burying a bottle, with a state of the facts, at the same cairn 
which we bad built in 1818, we returned on board and bore up. 
Before noon, keeping on the outside of the land ice, we had 
rounded Cape Graham Moore; and, after some considerable 
difficulties among the floating pieces and the icebergs, attained 
a place of safety, though continuing beset. . ' 

On Sunday, divine service was performed; giving us a new 
public opportunity of offering our thanksgivings for our almost 
miraculous deliverance. 

The William Lee and some other vessels were now seen at 
the outward edge of the ice; but we did not ourselves get clear 
till the thirteenth, when, with the aid of the sails, we warped 
out, and, standing to the southward, fell in with the tlt:et of 
whalers on the jishing ground. From each vessel the master 
came on hoard fo welcome us; and those from Hull and New-
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cas!le in particular, brought us presents from th-::ir stock, 
whICh;were very acceptable, and as tbankfully received. 

,We were now for several days on the Isabella and Alex
ander banks. ,whichl.had been unwarrantably expunged from 
th.e charts of my voyage in 1818. I, therefore, landed at Cape 
Blsson, and, by an observed difference of longitude, established 
the .truth of my former observations. These (loincidcd with 
the,Judgment of Captain Humphreys; and under the facilities 
whIch he afforded me, I resurveyed tbe coast, with several of 
the bay.s and inlets; with the intention of publishing d special 
chart of a place rendered so important by its abundant. fisbery. 

Towards the end of the month the winter set in with unusual 
severity, and it became evident that we could not remain much 
longer in those seas. The Clarendon, which was in company, 
departed without taking the letters which I had intended tg 
send by her; though, had we not been ohliged to land some 
!nen in Orkney, we should have been at home as soon as that 
vessel. 

It was on the thirtieth of September that we quitted Davis's 
straits; and ot(the twelfth of October after oBly a twelve days' 
pas'sage, we landed at Stromness. We were detained on the 
t\\'o next at the Long Hope; from which sailing on the fif
teenth, we reached the Humber on the eighteenth, and pro
ceeded to Hull in the Rotterdam steam-boat. 

The news of our arrival having preceded us, it was with 
some difficulty we could reach the inn: where we shortly re
ceived visits of welcome from the Mayor and Corporation, the 
officers of the Trinity-house, and the Philosophical Society, 
together with many of the principal persons of this ancient 
place. The freedom ~f the to\l',11 was afterwards conferr.ed on 
me' and after a public entertalllment, we all embarked III the 
ste;m-bo~t for London, where we arrived on the nineteenth 
Here I immediately reported myself to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. and on the next m?rning, cause.d ,m)'selft~ b~ ple
sent~d to His Majesty at WllIdsor: recelvlllg permlss~o~ to 
dedicate my journal to him, and to add the name of Wilham 

the Fourth to the Magnetic Pole. 

FINIS. 
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