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THE

PREFACE.

HE Work which we here prefent

a Tranflation of, to the Englifh
Reader, has been publithed fome time
fince, in Holland. It confifts of a phin
Narrative of the principal Fadls, and
Events, which have occurred both in Europe,
and North-America, relative to the Caufe of
the prefent War, between this Nation and
France ; from the Peace of Aix la Chapelle,
to the taking the Alcide and the Lys, by
Admiral Bofcawen’s Squadron ; together,
with a great Number of eurious and intereft-
ing Pieces, all Originals, produced in order
to authenticate the fame. As the Style of
A2 the
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the Memorial appears to be quite unaffeéted,
the Manner unartful ; and that, feemingly,
the Writer is extremely cautious to advance
any Thing, which he cannot fupport by un-
doubted Authotity; it is no wonder the
Whole thould have made an Impreffion upon
many Foreign Natiops. And indeed, i my
Information be good, (and I have ftrong
Reafon to think it ) the unexampled, and
ftrange Indifference, which fome former
Allies, fhew at prefent to our Interefls, is in
a great Meafure, owing to the Impreffion
made by this Performance. Why-Britons,
thould not he made acquainted with the
Arguments and other - Means, -ufed by
their Enemies, to fully the Brightnefs
of that Charatter of Equity, Modera-
tion, Generofity and Humanity, with which
they have fhined forth, I may fay unrival-
led, for fo many Ages; Why they thould
not have ar Opportunity of vindicating
themfelves, from the foul Afperfions which
are caft upon them as a Nation; we fhall
fubmit to the candid Determination of thofe
who have ftill fome Concern for the (we
hope, not yet loft ) Honour of their detuded,
and moft injured Country ? "Sure we are,
that this our Undertaking, will only be con-
demned by fuch, whofe Intereft it has always
been to conceal Truth from the People.

In
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. In thefe corrypt Times, it were Abfurd
to pretend to 2 total Dif-imereftednefs in
one’s Actions. We have, at this very Time,
very emument and fhining Inflances of the
Offence, which fuch exiraordinary Preten-
fions give fome Folks. That we had
therefore a Self-interefted View i this
Undertaking, we will not deny. And
indeed, how could we ( from the Impor-
tance of the Subje@, and the curious and
extraordinary Matter, with which this Werk
abounds ) do otherwife than expect an am-
ple Reward for our Pains, and the Ex-
pence we muft be at. But we can affure
the Public, that its Concern and Welfare,
have had the next Place in our Thoughts, on
this Occafion. Could others, who have lately
moved in a higher Sphere, fay as much; it
is humbly conceived, the Clamour of the
People, would not run fo high againft them
as it now does.

The great Ufe of publithing this Work in
an Englifb Drefs will, we are fure, eafily oc-
cuir to every confiderate Perfon, and need not
be further infifted on. That it does not
redound to the Honour of our late Rulers,
we readily allow. But we alfo venture to
affirm that the Nation, efpecially at this

critical
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critical Jun&ure, is interefted in expofing
every Part of their Conduét to public View.
There is no extraordinary Degree of Un-
derftanding requifite to diftinguith between
the End, and the means of attaining that
End. However laudable the former might
have been on the prefent Occafion it is
moft certain, that Means, very unwarrant-
able and very unjuftifiable, have been em-
ployed towards attaining it. Thank Gob !
A Perfonage now prefides over our Affairs,
who will foon evince, to the Confufion of
all petty Machiavelifts, that, in all Dealings
both of public and private Nature, HoNEgsTY
ts the befl Poricy.









A
MEMORIAL &

B Y the directions of hisBritannick Majefty
a piece has been fent to moft. of the
courts of Europe, entitled Obfervarions on the
Memorial of France. 'The author undertakes
to confute the motives on which the king has
grounded his requifition of the 21ft. of laft

ecember, and to juftify England’s refufal
of making a reftitytion to France of her fhips,
taken in a time of profound peace,

In order to give a glofs to a refufal fo con-
trary both to the equity, which is the common
ftandard of all natjons, and the pacific views,
which his Britannick Majefty has given per-
petual aflurances he would never deviate from ;
it was neceffary to charge France with hofti-
lities prior to the making thefe prizes. In order
to leflen the impreffion, which the violences
committed in the courfe of this year by the
Englith navy, muft have made onall the powers
of Europs, it was neceflary to prove, or at leaft
to maintain, that the French were the ag-
greflors. And indeed thatis the principal fa&
infifted on in thefe Obfervations. In fhort the
suthor would fain prove that the French have

committed
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mitted fuch hoftilities in America, as obliged
the court of London to make juft reprifals.

To thefe imputations, France will oppofe
nothing, but the moft fimple expofition of all
that has pafied between the two nations fince
the treaty of Aix-la Chapelle, as well in Ame-
rica, as Europe. - Sovereigns have for their
judges the age they live in, and pofterity their
charater is to be afcertained by hiftory alone.

That the relation of fo many important
faGtsmay be out of the reach of criticifm,
none fhall be advanced that is not avowed by
both courts, or fupported by papers of un-
doubted authority and credit; thofe which
have been found in the book-cafe of general
Braddock, after that battle, wherein he loft
his life, have laid open the planof the court
of London. The publication of the informa-
tions contained in thefe papers has not been
refolved on, till all poffible means had been
tried to fave thc Englith government, . the
mortification which muft arife from a difco-
very of its Syftem.

France by the treaty of Utrecht, yielded to
England, New Scotland, or Acadia, accord-
ing to its ancient limits, as alfo the town of
Port-Royal. "Tis very probable the Britith
minifters had at that time of Acadia, properly
fo called, nearly the fame idea that they had
always entertained in France of that country.
Thus far however ’tis certain, that they
had not then fo much as dreamed of extend-

mg
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ing this province to the fouthern bank of the
river St. Laurence.

And indeed the French who were fettled
on the river St. John ; thofe along the coaft of
the Etchemins; and’'from that coaft to the
river St. Laurence; even thofe who inhabited
the Minas; the borders of the Ifthmus, and
the other Countries which are moft contigu-
ous to that yielded to Great-Britain ; became
fenfible of no alteration in their ftate or pof-
feflions. The Englith attempted neither to
banifth them the country, or compell them to
{wear fealty to the king of England. Thefe
Inhabitants continued in the quiet pofleffion
of their property, under the protetion of the
king, whom they never ceafed to confider as
their lawful fovereign.

-From 1744 ’till 1748. War was carried on
in America in the fame manner as in Europe ;
but it had no other objet in that part of the
world, than that which gave occafion to the
differences on the Old Continent: There
was no queftion then ecither of ‘the limits
of the refpective ftates, or of giving any
interpretation to the treaty of Utrecht; the
fenfe of which being fufficiently evident of
itfelf, feemed flill fixed, and fettled by the
peaceful pofleflion of both nations, It wason
this account efteemed fufficient to ftipulate, by
article V. of the treaty of Aix-la Chapelle, the

reftitution of all that might have been con-
quercd' by one ‘nation over the other, fince
B2 the
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the beginning of the war. There was.no re-
ference made to the treaty of Utrecht; and
by article IX. it was agreed that all things
fhould be re-eftablithed, on the fame footing
that they had been, or ought to have been on,
(notin 1713) but before the prefent war.
Immediately after this peace, the court of
London formed the plan of feveral new fettle-
ments, in which it paid more regard to its
commercial interefts, than to the claufes of
the treaties, of which that of Aix-laChapelle
had been a renewal. Notice was given of
thefe fettlements by the channel of all the
news-papers. It was then plain England in-
tended to extend to the river St. Laurence,
thofe which were to be made in Acadia, and
no limits were affigned to thofe which wereto
take place towards Hudfon’s Bay. :
The eclat of thefe preparations, and the
importance of the project, of which they
were the fore-runners, awaked the king's
attention. He fet forth his rights ina memo-
rial, which he caufed to be given into the
court of London, in the month of June 1749,
and propofed the appointment of commiffa-
ries from both nations, who were to fettle in
an amicable manner the limits of the refpective
colonies. This propofal was accepted; and in
the memorial of July 1749, by which the
king of Great-Britain agreed to the nominati-
on of thole commiffaries, his majefty declared,
1°.« That no fuch thing wasintended as a
project
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« je@ towards Hudfon’s Bay. 2° That. he
« had given effeCtual orders that no attempt
 fhould be made, either on the fide of
‘¢ Nova Scotia, or that of Hudfon’s Bay, on
¢ the pofleffions, or the trade of his moft
“ chriftian majefty’s fubjets. 3°. That he had
‘ given no orders to make fettlements in
¢ that part of Nova Scotia, to which France
¢ had formed pretentions”.

The Settlement of Hallifax, then in agita-
tion in England, feemed in fome fort to be a
pledge of the fincerity of this declaration.
Supplies which feemed defigned only for this
infant colony, were not of fuch a nature as to
alarm the French government.. The town is
built on the coaft of Acadia, at the mouth of
Chedabuéto Bay.

One of the principal flipulations agreed to on
the nomijnation of commiflaries, was that no
innovation fhould be attempted on the coun-
tries, the fate of which was to be finally deter-
mined by their fentence. This convention was
a confequence of the declaration made in the
court of London’s memorial. Thus did the
French remain in poffeffion of all the lands
which they had held without interruption
fince the treaty of Aix-la Chapelle; as well
between Bay Francoife, and the river St.
Laurence, as in the Peninfula itfelf; from the
Minas to the Dthmus, and from the lfthmus
to the bay of Chedabu&o. As to the Banks of
the Ohio, and the countries fituated to the

weft

"
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weft of the apalachian mountains; the Englith
never had either forts or faflories in thofe
places, nor had the court of London formed
even a proje&t of any fettlement on that fide;
nor was there the leaft mention made of
this country, either in the negociations which
had preceded the treaty of Utrecht, or in
thofe which had given occafion to the peace of
Aix-la Chapelle.

From the fettling this commiffion, and the
mutual engagements which had preceded, it
was imagined that the court of London would
iffue to the governors of the Englith colonies
in America, fuch orders as were agreeable
to the ftipulations made in Europe : It was of
the greateft confequence to the tranquility of
both nations, to put an early ftop to thefe
petty deflentions, which in time might give
rife to differences of a more ferious nature.
We thall here take a thort view of the difputes,
which had preceded the appointment of com-
miffaries. M. Mafcarens, an Englith com-
mander wanted to compel the French In-
habitants of the River St. John, to fwear
fealty to the king of England. Thefe people
intimidated by menaces, made applications to
the count de la Galiffoniere, who in order to
remove their fears, fent an officer with a fmall
detachment of foldiers, and of the milicians
of Canada. M. de la Galiffoniere, had after
that not only complained by letter to Mr.
Mafcarens of this attempt; but alfo en-

deavoured
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- deavoured to prevail on him to fufpend the
hoftilities, which the Englifh had not ceafed to
commit againft the Abnakies ; notwithftand-
ing thefe had by the orders of the French,
(their allies ) laid down their arms on the im-
mediate news of the treaty of Aix-la Chapelle.
Thefe complaints had given occafion to a
feries of letters, wrote ina pretty warm ftile,
and which paffed mutually between the
marquis de la Jonquiere, and M. Cornwallis :
The firft having fucceeded the Count de la
Galifloniere, and the fecond Mr. Mafcarens,
in 1749. An end was fuppofed to have been
put to thefe altercations, by the orders which
the court of Loondon atfirmed to have fent to
the governors of the Englith colonies, in con-
fequence of the appointment of commiffaries,
They had already begun theirfittings, when
general Corawallis  thought himfelf now in
fuch a condition, as he need not obferve any
meafures. He had received from England frefh
fupplies of troops, fettlers, ammunition, and
artiliery ; and in confequence he made freth
efforts to expel the French from a country,
on which according to the affurance of his
Britannick Majefty, no attempt was to be
made till the commifiaries caine to a decifion..
The firft alts of violence were directed a-
gainft the king’s fubjetts, who are fettled on
the northern ceafts of the Peninfula. The
Englith commander’s view. was to compel
them to withdraw, in order to make room for

the
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the new fettlers; moft of the French families
were forced to relinquith their poffeffions, to
evacuate the Peninfula, and to feck refuge in
other parts of New France.

Encouraged by this Succefs, Mr. Cornwallis
thought proper to exert himfelf in the fame
manner againft the French, who were fettled
out of the Peninfula, on the rivers which dif-
embogue as well into the bottom of the bay of
Fundy, as the gulph of St. Laurence. Thefe
People being thus perpetually expofed to the
worft ufage, and having experienced injuftices
and outrages without number, agreed to de~
mand of marquis de la Jonquiere, that Pro-
tection which his majefty owes all his fubjects.
The marquis fent them a fmall detachment
of troops and militia-men, under the com-
mand of an officer, to whom he gave the
moft precife orders, to attempt nothing a-
gainft the Englith, and to confine himfelf
folely to the preventing them from making
any fettlement on the lands, of which France
was in pofleflion; and above all that he
fhould not himfelf make any fortification of
any fort on them. The marquis de la Jon-
quiere did more; for he had the astention to
give previous notice to Mr. Cornwallis of this
ftep, the motives which forced him to it, and
the orders given to the detachment.
~ The laft complained of this condu¢t as an
infringement ; but the orders of the governor
of New France having been firictly obeyed,

this
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this difpute was attended at that time with
no bad confequence.* ,

Two other objets gave occafion in alittle
time after to mutual complaints, in which the
two courts thought themfelves more particu~
larly concerned.

Mr. Cornwallis complained of the cruelty
with which the Abnakie favages ufed the
Englifh, who fell into their hands; he af-
cribed this ufage to the fuggeftions of the

‘French, and to the orders of the marquis
dela Jonquiere. The latter cleared himfelf
fully from the charge; and it may be faid with
truth,  that the Abnakies had followed in this
¢oriduct only the impulfe of their own re-
fentment: It was at the French governor’s
requeft, that after the treaty of Aix la Chapelle,
they had ceafed all kind of hoftilities ; but the
Englith would never condefcend to confider
them, as comprehended in the general paci-
fication, and had perfevered in their perfecu-
tions againft them. Thus enraged, thefe
Savages had avenged their own injuries;
and the marquis de la Jonquiere, fo far from
giving them affiftance, ufed his beft efforts to
appeafc their Wrath. The court of London
appeared fatisfied with the explanations given
on this occafion, and thus this affair ended;
© The objett gf the other was of greater im-
portance, and might have been attended with

# See original Papers, No, 2..
‘ C - worfe
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worfe confequences. The Englith for fome
months ufed to intercept all the French
veflels which brought provifions from Quebec
Which provifions were defigned for the fub-
fitting the pofts fituated on the frontiers of
Canada, or were fent as prefents, agreeable
to annual cuftom, to the Indian-allies of
France. Thus a veflel from Quebec called the
London, which was returning empty, after
having unloaded a cargo of provifions at Che-
daic, was taken :* and in fome time after they
attacked, and took at the mouth of Baic Fran-
coife, the king’s Brigantine, called the St.
Francis, commanded by an officer bearing his
majefty’s commiffion, and which ferved as a
convoy to a veflel { laden with provifion and
ammunition for the ufe of the detachments
on John’s River. The taking thefe vefiels, and
the rifling of fome others, gave occafion to
complaints, which were at that time addreflfed
to the court of London ; but as no fatisfaGion
enfued, the marquis de la Jonquiere fancied
himfelf entitled to make reprifals, and in con-
fequence ordered three or four Englifh vefiels
to be feized on at Ifle Royal, which were
confifcated.

Thefe hoftilities at fea, in which ’tis ob-
fervable the Englith were always the ag-
greflors, were accompanied with feveral at-
tempts which they made on the countries,

# See original Papers, No. 3. 4 Goelette.
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in which it was agreed no innovation fhould
be made. In the month of April 1750, gene-
ral Cornwallis, entrufted major Lawrence
with an expedition, againft the pofts occupied
by the French on the Continent, commanded
by the chevalier de Lacorne. What the ob-
jet of this armament was, may be learned
from the Gazette of Bofton, in New Eng-
land, wherein it was inferted and reprefented
as an a& of hoftility on the part of this
governor ; nay, it wasalfo in this manner they
exprefled themfelves in the letters printed in
London, in the month of Auguft of the
fame Year. General Cornwallis was not con-
tent with having given thefe orders: Having
firft ereted a fort at the Minas, he propofed
to put himfelf at the head of a body of forces,
which were to penetrate into the heart of the
Continent ; and to make fure work of it,
he caufed a confiderable fortrefs to be erected
at a place called Chinecto, or Beaubafin,
fituated in the Ifthmus, and at the upper end
of the Baic Francoife. Thefe places were
certainly of the number of thofe, the pro-
perty of which was to be fettled by the coms=
miflaries.

The French commandants, in order to
protect the countries which they were in
_pofleflion of againft an invafion, of which
they had fuch plain intimations, could not
now difpenfe with ere@ing in their turn two
fmall forts, the one facing Beaubaflin, at a

C 2 place
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place called Beau-Sejour, the other at Gafpe-
reau, on Bay-verte, as a magazine for the firft,
and to fecure fupplies by the gulph of St.
Lawrence.

What had paffed at the time of building
the fort of Beaubaflin proved fufficiently the
neceflity of ere@ing thefe two forts, which
were calculated toferve as a2 bulwark to the®
Continent. For general Cornwallis, had caufed
troops, and fome artillery to march dgainft
the inhabitants of the Ifthmus, who were fo
terrified by this procedure, that they ran away,
having firft of all fet fire to their habitations;
and what is the more remarkable in all this
is, that the Englith general who reduced
both French and Savages to this cruel di-
lemma, had the affurance to complain of this
flight, which he treated as an act of hottility
on their fide: A new kind of hoftility indeed,
that! Which, as we fee, confifts in a man’s
leaving his country* open to the invafion of a-
foreign power! And indeed, the complaints of
Mr. Cornwallis, ferved only to bring aboutan-
eclairciffement, which oughtto have convinced
the king of England of the regularity of the
proceedings of France, and how fincere the
was in her defires to preferve peace.

The confequence of this eclairciffement was
a formal declaration, by which his Britannick
Majefty caufed the king to be affured, that

% See original Papers, No, 4. ‘
freth
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freth orders had been fent to prevent any
enterprife. /

"The king, on his part, repeated thofe he had
already given to the marquis de la Jonquiere.
"~ Whether it was owing to the meafures
taken by the court of England to prevent
general Cornwallis from proceeding any
tarther; or to the vigilance of the marquis de
la Jonquiere, in cautioning againft furprifes ;
tis certain the Englith forbore making any
further attempts on that fide : They maintain-
ed themfelves in their forts of the Minas, and
Beaubaffin. ‘The French remained quiet in
thofe of Beau-Sejour, and Gafpereau; fo that
from 1751, till the expedition of 1755, of
which an account fhall be given hereafter,
this part of New France had received no
moleftation from the vicinity of the Englith ;
nay, good harmony feemed to be fo thorough-
ly re-eftablithed between them, that in order
to put a ftop to the frequent defertions on the
frontiere, the marquis du Quefne, fucceflor
of the marquis de la Jonquiere, and Mr.
Hopfon, who fucceeded Mr. Cornwallis, had

eed on a cartel, which was very punctually

obferved from 1752, till laft year.
. But tho’ the tranquility was happily re-
eftablifhed in Acadia, yet encroachments and
hoftilities were multiplied on another fide, on
which equally depended the prefervation of
Canada. To clear up the origin, and fix the
epach of thefe troubles, it will -be neceffary
10
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%o trace things fomewhat farther back thag
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle.

The Ohio, otherwife called Belle-Riviere,
or the Fair River, forms a natural communi-
cation between Canada, and the Louifiana, by
the Lake Eric. The French who were con-
cerned in the difcovery, and the maintaining
this communication, were the firft who fur-
veyed this river, of which the fieur de la Salle,
a gentleman of Normandy, had vifited a part
in 1679. In 1712, the king, in the letters-
patent for the fettlement of Louifiana, com-
prehended the river Wabache, which dif-
charges itfelf into the Ohio; and in general all
the rivers which fall into the Miffifippi. Since
that time, the Ohio had been frequent-
ed by the French only; and the Englith
never laid claim to the countries which it runs
through. The Apalachian mountains had
always been confidered as the boundaries of+
their colonies.

The Englith miniftry, who never miffed an
opportunity of diftrefling the trade of France,
envied her for a long time this communication
which fhe ftood fo much in need of. In 1749,
fome Englith traders began to carry on a
contraband trade on the Ohio, and it was dif-
covered that they were tampering with the
Indians, in order to induce them to a war
with France. The count de 1a Galiffoniere
difpatched from Canada to thefe parts the
fieur Celoron, an officer of Canada, “with di-

reCtions
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re@ions to ufe no violence towards thefe
foreign traders ; but to content himfelf with
fummoning them to withdraw, and to feize
their goods, in cafe they perfifted in ftaying.

This fummons, which was the only ftep
that was taken, was attended with all the
effe&t which could have been expected from
it. The Englith traders were obliged to fheer
off, and duly cautioned againft returning any
more, ,

Nay the fieur Celoron charged them with
a letter to the governor of Penfylvania, whofe
licences were thewn by fome of thefe traders.
He informed him by this letter of what had
pafled, and defired, notonly that he would
grant no fuch permiffion for the future, but
that he would alfo take care that none of the
Englith of his government fhould continue to
carry on this contraband trade on the king’s
gerritories. .

The fieur Celoron had no fooner left the
Ohio, than the Englith traders returned in
fhoals : They had orders from the govern-
ment to prevail on the Savages, to take up
arms againft France. They brought them
even arms, and ammunition. In 1750, the
marquis de la Jonquiere was under a neceffity
of fending a fecond time feveral detachments,
ftill with orders to ufe no violence towards
the Englith, and to awe the rebel-Savages.
Even thefe were dealt with tenderly ; howe-
ver, in order to-prevent the progrefs of the

fmuggling,



(16)

fmuggling bufinefs, it was judged proper to
feize four Englith traders, who continued
fmuggling, in defiance of the prohibition,
and who befldes had given ftrong fufpicion of
having laboured to bring the favages to a
revolt. ‘They were conducted to Quebec,
where they were examined by the marquis
de la Jonquiere himfelf, and from their de-
pofitions, * he had reafon to be convinced. of
the certainty of his advices. It was proved,
that the governor of Penfylvania had caufed
the Savages to be fupplied with arms, ammu-
nition, and other prefents, in order to their
declaring war. ‘The marquisde la Jonquiere
hefitated no longer fending thefe four Englifth-
men to France. They remained for fome time
prifoners at Rochelle. The lord Albemarle,
then ambaffador from, England, whofe pro~
tection they claimed, fued for their liberty,
without the leaft complaint of the caufe for
which they were deprived thereof. The king
ordered them to be enlarged, and even that
they fhould have fome money. Lord Albe«
marle, returned his thanks to the minifter of
the marine, as for a favour that had been
conferred on him perfonally. :

The moderation which the French laid
themfelves down as an invariablé€ rule for their
condu&, fervedto render the Savages of the
Ohio more audacious. In a little time there

# See original Papers No. §.
was’
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wwas reafon to apprehend, that thefe people,
to whom the Englith had promifed affliftances
of every kind, would enter into a general con-
fpiracy. Notwithftanding, the marquisde la
Jonquiere went no farther in 1751, thanhe
did in 1750. However, the detachments he
had fent perceived a very extraordinary fer-
mentation, the effets of which it became
indifpen{ably neceflary to prevent fpeedily.
The governor of Canada, being convincedthat
the colony was threatned with an invafion
from thefe Savages, was preparing to marcha
more.confiderable bady of troops, inorder to
awe them, but he died in March 1752,

- The marquis du Quefne, his fucceflor, ar-
rived at Quebec, a few months after, he found
the colony under the greateft apprehenfions ;
he haftened therefore to take up the proje& of
the marquis de la Jonquiere ; but the march
of the detachment being retarded by different
circumitances, all that the fieur de St. Pierre,
by whom it was comrnanded, could do; was,
to ere@ himfelf, at a fmall diftance from the
Lake Eric, a poft, where he {pent the winter,
from 175310 1754.

Here he was very quiet in the month of
Odtober 1753, when he received a letter from
the governor of Virginia, requiring him to
withdraw. He contented himfelf with anfwer-
ing, that’he was on French ground: and by
orders of his general, to whom he was going

to
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to communicate this fummons;* as for the
reft, he thewed the greateft politenefs to the
officer, who was the bearer of this letter..

At the fame time that the marquis du
Quefne was informed of this ftep of the go-
wernor of Virginia, he rec¢ived from all -parts
advices of the preparations making in the
Englith colonies, toa¢t offenfively againft the
French, onpretence of affifting the Savages:
That thefe preparations were avowed by the
court of London, appears from their ‘having
been publithed in all the Englith Gazettes
of that time, in which were printed the very
{peeches, by which the governors of New Eng-
land and Virginia laboured to prevail on the
Savages, to wage war with France.

The Englith had alfo paffed already the
Apalachian Mountains, and were marching
ina body with artillery, when in the fpring
of the year 1754, the fieur de Contre-Ceeur
who had taken upon himfelf the comman(i
of the detachment, before under the orders
of the fieur de St. Pierre, drew near the Ohio
with five or fix hundred men. He found th;
Englith already ‘intrenched at 2 fiall fort
“which they had juft thrown up between thi;
river and the river Aux-Beeufs, or Beefs-
River. They were to the number of

% The governor’s letter,

fieurde St. Pierre,
Loadon papers,

and the anfwer to the
were at that time inferted in the

£ty
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fifty men, under the command of captain
Trent; t they were fummoned to withdraw
from the French territories. The fummons
was complied with, the fort was quietly eva-
cuated, and they even prayed the fieur de
Contre-Ceeur, to let them have fome provi-
fions, which they wanted: He caufed them
to be provided abundantly, and deftroyed the
fort.

As he continued hisrout along the river
from this place, he met on the banks with
the traces of a fort, the conftrufion of
which was projected by the Englith, but
was abandoned by them undoubtedly upon
receiving intimation of his approach. He re-
mained in this place himfelf, and fortified it,
The entrenchments of this fortification, to
which was given the name of fort du Quefne,
‘were not yet finithed, when the fieur de
Contre-Cceur received advices of a confiderable
body of troops being on their march towards
him. Upon which he charged the fieur de
. Jumonville with a fummons in writing, by

way of letter; addrefled to the firft Englith
commander he fhould meet. Thisletter was
wrote the 23d. of May 1754, and was nearly
to the fame purpofe with the fummons, for-
merly fent to captain Trent. It carried

* 4 See original papers, No. 6. * Seeoriginal papers,
Noa. 7.
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affurances to the Englith, that no violence
fhould be offered them; and moreover, the
Englith commander was defired to deliver his
anfwer to the fieur de Jumonville, and to ufe
that officer with due diftinction and regard.

This deputy fet out with an efcort of thirty
men, and fo foon as the next morning, he
found himfelf furrounded by a troop compo-
fed of Englith and Savages ; the firft difcharged
immediately two vollies, by which fome fol-
diers were killed. The fieur de Jumonville
made a fignal, giving to underftand, that he
was bearer of a letter from his commander.
Upon which, the fire ceafed: A circle was im-
mediately made round the officer, to hear what
he had to fay. He ordered the fummons to be
read,and before the man had done reading, he
was himfelf murdered by the Englith. The
remaining part of the French, who formed his
efcort, were immediately made prifoners of
war ; the only one who efcaped, in giving an
account to the fieur de Contre-Cceur of the
circamftances of this affair, aflured him, that
the Savages, who were in company with the
Englith, had rnot fired, and that even at the
very time that M. de Jumonville was murder~
ed, they had thrown themfelves in between -
the French and their enemies.

‘This murder wrought on the minds of the
Savages in a different manner from what
major Wathington himfelf, who commanded
the Englifh detachment, expected. Even thofe

who
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who by the fuggeftions of the Englith were.
moft animdted againft the French, offered
upon this occafion to take vengeance for this
crime. .

The marquis du Quefne refufed to accept
the offers of a nation, always cruel in their
vengeance. He made at firft no doubt but that
the Englith would difown the violence, and
would charge it to the ferocious difpofition of
fome traders ; but fince it was made appear,
that nothing was done but by the orders of the
governors of the Englith colonies.* Major
Wathmgton's journal can be produced in the
original; where it appears, that he a&ed anly
by virtue of the precife orders he had received.
From thisit is pﬁ\in, that to attack the French
where-ever they were to be found was a
meafure at that very time refolved on. '

"The fieur de Contre-Ceeur, having received
no fatisfaCtion from the Englith, and bei
furnithed with the marquis du Quefne’s In-
ftructions, applied himielf to find out the
place where the affaffins had retired to. Hg
was imformed, that major Wathington was
with his detachment in a {fmall fort, which the
Englith had built, and was by them called the
fort of Neceflity, where they waited the
arrival of a [frefh fupply of troops, defigned
for the attack of fort du Quefne. He there-
fore fent out 2 detdchment, in order to take,

#% See original Papers, No, viii,
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if poffible, the French prifoners; or. at
leaft to compel the Englifh to withdraw from
the French territories. The fieur de Villiers,
brother to Jumonville, was charged with the
execution of the commiffion, and this was the
fole purport of the inftructions which were
given him. It was even exprefly recommend-
ed to him, to offer no violence, if the Englith
would think proper to retire.

He fet out the 28th of June, from fort du
Quefne, and after having paffed through the
place where the murder had been committed,
and where the bodies of the French were ftill
to be feen, he arrived the 3d. of July withe.
in fight of the fort of Neceflity. The Englith,
who had fallied out, returned in again after
they had made their difcharge. The fort was
immediately invefted and attacked. The fire
was very hot, but the fieur de Villiers caufed
it to ceafe towards eight o'clock in the evening,
in order to propofe to the Englith, that they
would 1az/oid an affault, which muft have ex-
pofcd them, in fpite of the French themfelves,
to the cruel treatment of the Savages.

His propofal was accepted, and the capi-
tulation drawn. ‘The French would make no
prifoners, becaufe they did not confider them-
felves as at War. They contented themfelves
with infifting on thofe men being returned
them, who had been part of the efcort of the
fiecar de Jumonville. Major Wathington
engaged himfelf to fend them back to fort du

Quefne,



(23)

Qusfne, and gave hoftages, as pledges of the
performance of his promife. As to the Englith,
they had leave to march out with one piece of
cannon,* and all their effes. They themf{elves
acknowl edged, by the firft article of this capi-
tulation, that the French had no other defign
than to avenge the murder-of a-French officer,

who was the bearer of a meflage. |
The fort, being evacuated in confequence of
this capitulation, was deftroyed by the French;
who returned, with their two hoftages, to fort
du Quefne.
- However, this convention, to which feven
or eight hsmdrcd‘men owed their prefervation,
remained unexecuted on the part of the Eng-
lith ; never did the prifoners return to fort du
Quefne ; out of twenty two, which was their
pumber, feven have been fent to England,
where they arrived feverally after having ex-
perienced the moft fhocking treatment; here
they implored the afliftance of the duke of
Mirepoix, who fent them to France at the
king’s expence; as to the others, their fate is
ftill a miftery ; ’tis poffible alfo, the detention
of thefe prifoners might have been a confe-
quence of Englifh finefle. "The French, had
they been returned, would not have failed
fending immediately back the hoftages; but
thefe perfons were all the time labouring in
their vocation ; and their ftay at fort du Quefne

# Seg original Pﬁpcrs, No. g.
Englith,
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was productive of too great advantages to the
Englith, for them to think ferioufly of their
removal. .

The hoftages, whofe names were Jacob
d’Ambraan, and Robert Stobo, were a couple
of very expert and finithed f{pies, who con-
trived a method to keep up a regular corref-
pondence with the Englith generals. Among
the papers, which came into the poffeffion of
the French, after the battle of the gth of July
17 ¢ ¢, were the letters whichRobertStobo, one
of the hoftages, wrote to major Wafhington.
That of the 28th of July, to which is annexed
an exac plan of fort du Quefne, of his own
drawing, is very well worth reading;t a very
juft account istherein given by this fpy of the
fituation in which the French were at that
time, their number, and their ftrength. He
points out the very moment in.which the
Englith might form an attack on the fort, and
the moft certain method they could take to
become mafters of it; but what is moft fingu-
larly obfervable in this letter, is the teftimo-
ny which this man, ‘tho’ burfting with rage
againft the French, was forced to give of their
pacific difpofitions.
) The Englith were very far from entertain-
ing fuch fentiments; major Wathington for-
med no more enterprifes, but it was becaufe
he was not fufficiently ftrong; however, from

% See original Papers, No. 10.
their
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that very time, all the forces of the Englith
colonies were in motion, in order to execute
their plan of a general invafion of Canada.
‘This plan was drawn up, and fettled in Lon-
don, st a time, when the Englith commif-
faries of Paris, feemed very bufy in their en-
deavours to concur with thofe of the king,
in a plan of reconciliation.

The fa&ts which we are going to relate,

deferve the moft ferious attention, we publith
them with relucance, but our concern for
trath, makes fuch a ftep unavoidable : more-
over, it is become neceffary, that Europe now
threatened with a blpody war, be made ac-
quainted, at laft, withy_the true authors of a
rupture, the confequence of which, cannot
be otherwife than fatal..
- So early as the 28th of Auguft, 1753, the
king of England had fent to the different go-
vernors of the Englith colonies, orders rela-
tive to the manner in which they were to be-
have themfelves towards the French. Asthefe
orders canuot be produced, there is no judg-
ing of their contents, but, by the conduct of
the Englith in their confequence.

All we can can collect towards clearing up
this dark affair, from his Britannick majefty’s
inftructions, found.among the papers of gene-
ral Braddock, is, that this prince exhorts the
governors to act in concert, in order, to car-
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y into execution, a fettled and deliberato
fcheme.

The 3d of July, 1754, new orders were if-
fued by his Britannick majefty ; who, in order
to their execution, caufed a remittance of
10,000 l. Tterling, to be fent to the governor
of Virginia, and leave to draw upon England
for 10,000!. more. ’

The 2 5th and 26th of October, 1754, and
the 4th of November, of the fame year, the
king of England, fent new letters to the go-
vernors of the Englith colonies, containing
plans of military operations : this appears from
one of general Braddocks inftruions, in
which he is authorifed.to call for thefe let-
ters, and to act accordingly *. R

All thefe fteps could not be taken, in con~
fequence of the difputes which had happened
on the Ohio, inafmuch as it was impeffible
to have had, at that time, any knowledge of
them in London.

Here then, we fee a plan formed, and ope-
rations directed by authority ; but of what na-
ture were thefe operations? This is the im-
portant point, we are now to proceed to exa-
mine into? ‘

In the month of September, 1734, colonel
Braddock was appointed by his Britannick
majefty, generalifimo of all the troops which

¥ See original Pgpers, No. :u
were
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were in, or to be- fent to North-America.
Thefe embarkations, which alarmed France,
were then preparing in Ireland. We fhall
fee by and by, if thefe figns of diffidence were
not well founded.

- Commodore Keppel was appointed to com-
mand the fleet, intended to favour the opera-
tions by land, and when the veflels were
ready for failing, the king of England caufed
to'be drawn up, an inftrution, addrefled to
general Braddock, confifting of thirteen ar-
ticles. This he figned at St. James’s, the
25th of November.

As this inftru@ion refers to the orders pre-
vioufly given to the governors of the Englith
colonies, it does not defcend to a circumiftan-
tial detail of the operationswith which this ge-
neral was intrufted : however it appears from
the tenor of it, that he was charged with the
execution of aplan, in doing which he was to
ac in concert not only with Mr. Keppel, but
alfo with the governors of the colonies : and
moreover, that this plan contained a feries of
military expeditions of which he was to give
an account to the minifter, whofe province it
was to fend him from time to tme orders
that were of a more ample nature. -

The Duke of C————d, to whom in all
likelihood, his Pritannick majefty had left
‘the care of arranging the different parts of
the general plan, ordered inftrutions of a

JE 2 more
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more particular nature to be addrefled to gea
neral Braddock : thefe inftructions are con-
tained in a long letter written to him in his
royal highnefs’s name by colonel Nappier,
and which was dated the fame day, being
the 25th of November 1754 ; this letter,
well worth attending to, prefents us with a
regular difpofition of all the military opera-

" tions which had been long before concerted
at the court of London ; our faying, lang be-
Jore will not appear extraordinary to who-
ever will confider, that colonel Nappicr {ets
out with recalling to general Braddock’s mind,
who was then in Ireland, that the inflruc-
tions which he was going to commit to pa-
per, are but the refult of thofe which his
royal highnefs had given to that general in
his feveral conferences and converfations with
him.

We fhall not here defcend into particulars
with regard to the contents of this inftruc-
tion: it reflets more honour on the genius
of the general, than it does on the intentions
of the prince in whofe name it is wrote. It
appears from this authentic piece, that a re-
folution of a general invafion of Canada was
moft certainly taken fo early as the month of
November 1754, and very probably feveral
monthsbefore ; and that the means of fecuring
its fuccefs were determined on, and prefcribed
to the feveral commanders, whofe combined

operations
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erations were all to be directed to the fame -
end. It appears, that general Braddock was
to take fort Du Quefne, thence he was to
move further to Niagara, which he was like-
wife to make himfelf mafter of ; that Crown
Point was to be attacked and carried by the
nationals ; laftly, that colonel Lawrence was
to poflefs himielf of the fort of Beau Sejour
in the Ifthmus, and that all thefe operations
were to be feconded and favoured by the
motions of the fleet. The conquered pro-
vinces were then to be protected by fome
forts which was refolved, were to be erected,
and the troops, after a campaign, (the opera-
tions of which were fo well linked, ) were to be
cantoned in places where they could readily
join and affift each other undoubtedly in ex-
ecuting the remaining part of the general
plan, and thofe orders of a more ample na-
ture which the General was made to expe&.
While the Britith M y laboured at no-
thing more than impofing on the court of
France, by negociating in the ftrongeft manner,
their defire of preferving the peace. General
Braddock in concert with admiral Keppel, colo-
nel Shirley, and the governors of the Englith
colonies were exerting themfclves in America in
warlike preparations. The account which we
are ‘going to give of his operations has been
taken from the very letters of this general.
. Thele letters and the memorials, which, du-

I‘lllg
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ring that time, were delivered to the French
ambaflador at London, and of which no no-
tice will be taken till we have done with what
was tranfa&ed in America from the arrival of
general Braddock, exhibit a contraft of a very
extraordinary nature-

This general landed at William{burg, . capi-
tal of Virginia, in the month ¢f February
1755+, All the governors of the Englith pro-
vinces had received their orders before. 'The
chief orders related to the raifinig of troops and
money ; a common fund was to be affigned
towards the expence of a campaign of this im-
portance ; as for the reft, they were directed
to execute the general’s orders, whofe military
talents deferved to be employed in a better
caufe.

At Williamfburgh, he met fir John St.
Clair, by whom he was informed of the dif-
pofition of the colonies, and the fituation of
the troops. The independent companies of
New-York, were in a very forry conditiofi.
And, as to the provinces, thofe of Penfylvania
and Maryland, were ftill very backward in
furnithing their contingents : thefe provinces
had received no caufe of complaint from their
French neighbours; and they were not in-
clined to break a harmony beneficial to their
own trade. ‘The orders of the Britith court,

t Seg original Papers, No, 13.
and
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and the letters, which the general wrote on
his arrival, met with more fuccefs among the
other colonies, This gentleman, with a view
to accelerate the money fupplies, promifed
the feveral colonies to be perfonally accoun-
table to them for the employment of them.
M. Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia, had al-
ready fucceeded, in raifing 20,000 l. ferling ;
his example raifed the emulation of the other
governors. 'The affemblies of the colonies
were ordered to meet the May following.

General Braddock appointed Alexandria
to be the place of rendezvous for the troops
of Virginia, and Maryland ; and, inftead of
cautioning thofe he had brought with him -
from Europe,~agreeable to his firft defign,
he directed the tranfports to go up the river
Potomac, and to land them at Alexandria,
where they were to encamp *.

He took care at the fame time, that there
.fhould be pofts at proper places, in order to
Izeep up a fafe correfpondence between the
army, and the towns of Philadelphia, Anna-
polis in Maryland, and Williamfburgh : but,
as there was no forage to be had on the other
fide of the mountains, before the end of April,
the commencement of the attack was poft-
'pdned till then. )

‘No time was mifbent in the interim. The
generals firft flep was to lock up all the har-

# See original Papers. No. 13.
bours,
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bours, ¢ So as, fays he, < no provifions could pof-
¢ fibly come to the enemy1,” to this advantage
was fuperadded, that of fecrecy, which was
obferved the whole time of recruiting, while
the artillery was providing, and magazines
prepared, ftocked with all kinds of neceflary
ftores.  General Braddock, and Commodore
- Keppel communicated conftantly to each o-
thPr, their views and their projeéts. Some

ieces of cannon, of which the land army had
nota fufficient number, were fupplied by the
latter ; and, t,bp[e two {o neceflry mern, never
difagreed, but in one fingle article, viz. The
manner in wh;ch the French, who they were
almoft fure, weuld fall into their hands, were
to be ufed. 'The orders of the king of Eng-
lard, h.d been tc embark them all, and tranf-
port thun to France. M. Keppel who was
informed of fthis refolutlon, only by general
Braddock, was of opinion, the entcrprize was
of too delicate a nature for him to be concerned
in. This excepted, the direltions of the court
were extremely well complied with; but, the
real intent of the nation was doubtful. Com-
modore Keppel would gladly have it in his
power to juftify himfelf to the nation, in cafe
it fhould difapprove of fteps fo contrary
to the laws of nations. He infifted, therefore,
on receiving pofitive orders from the ge-
neral.

+ See original Papers, No. ¥ 3
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As the troops defigned for the invafion of
Canada coild not be encreafed to too great a
numbei : on the one hand, letters were fent to
the governors, with orders to receive all the
French deferters, to enlift them, and have them
fupplied with every thing they thould aeﬁxe :
on the other, it was mdu({nouﬂy reported
among the Ohio favages, that the Englifh had
no other view, but to proteét them from the
encroachments of the French; and the pre-
vincial governors were not wanting in their
exhortations, that they would meet at Wills’s-
Creek, on the frontiers of Virginia. But it ma ¥
be faid, that in general, the Englith have re-
ceived little aﬁiftancc from thefe people. They
were not better affifted by the Iroquo 1¢
appears by general Braddock’s™ letters, that of
all the Five Nations, (4) the Anies were the
only, who gave them any inftances of atrach-
ment.

- To proceed: in order to prev all on the
favages to take arms agamﬁ the Fronch, and
ravage their colonies, was one ga the fub-
jects, deliberated in the grand council hed at
Alexandria, towards the middle of Apnl
Colonel S}mley, then Uovemm of New-Eng-
land, arrived in that c;ty the 12th, in comp’mv
W,lth the other governors, and colonel Joh nn,
who of all the Enghfh oﬁims, was beit %

quainted with the genius of the (awub a.xl
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the beft manner of negociating avith them:
Mr. Shirley, if we are to give credit.to colonel
Nappier’s inftructions, was fitter for the cabi-
net than a command. However, he had
then ereted a fort, with an armed force,
on the territories of France, near the fource
of the river Nourentfouac, which is about
thirty leagues from Quebeck. This expedition
undoubtedly was what recommended him to
the friendfhip of the general, who ever after
gave him diftinguithing proofs of his regard,
fo as may be immediately feen, by his entruft-
ing him, with one of the moft important
commands. He had already an interview
with him at Annapolis in Maryland, where
they had, in all likelihood fettled together,
fome of the peints, which were afterwards
picgofcd to the confideration of the general
council at Alexandria. The minutes of the re-
iolutions taken :n this council, were fent to fir
Thomas Robinfon, fecretary of ftate, in a
leiter which, the general wrote him, the Igth
of April. We are told in this letter, that the
lan of that campaign’s operations was here
finally fettled. They feemed linked together
in fo mafterly a manner, that Mr. Braddock
feared not to fay, the fuccefs of one of them
enfured that of all the reft. (4) He might have
fpoke truth : in as much as the ill fuccefs of one,
occafioned the failure of all the others. For

" (b) Letter of April 19, 1754, original Papers, Ne. 13.
the
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the reft, we will here prefent the reader with
the different parts of the projeét, fuch as they
were fettled and agreed to, in the affembly.

1. It was refolved, that agreeable to a plan
concerted between Mr. Shirley and Mr. Law-
rence, governor of Acadia, before tranfmitted
to the court of London, colonel Moncton
thould be direGted to atrack without lofs of
time, the French forts towards Acadia. The
neceffary orders for this expedition were im-
mediately difpatched him.

2. k was agreed that Mr. Johnfon, with a
body of troops of about four thoufand and four
hundred men, raifed in the northern provinces,
thould furprife fort Frederick, and make him-
{clf mafter thereof.

3. That Mr. Shirley with his own, and Pep-
perel’s regiments, thould take upon hu.iclf the
attack of the fort of Niagara; that he {lould.
have a fufficient number of Battoes to trani-
port his troops and artillery by lake Ontario,
and that a f{ufficient reinforcement thould be
fent to the garrifon of Ofwego : which was in-
‘tended to affift him if neceffary, and to facili-
tate his retreat in cafe of a defeat.

4.. Befides the attack on fort Frederick, co-
lonel Johnfton was entrufted with an importan:
negociation with the Iroquois: whom to de-
termine to a was was abfolutely refolved on.
General Braddock was not ignorant how for-
midable thofe barbarians prove to the nation
which they confider as in enmity. He gave Mr

F 2 John
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Johnfon fpeeches ready prepared, () and 2060
livres which' were to be employed in pre-
fents. '
5. There now remained but the expedition
which the General referved for himfelf : it
has been but too well known by its ill fuccefs.
It was refolved that he fhould fet out for Fre-
derick’s town the 20th of April, from whence
he was to procced to the mountains: where it
was {uppofed he thould arrive about the hegin-
ning of May; fo asto be able to complete, in
the nionth of June, the execution of his in-
tended plan on the Chio.

Such was neither more nor lefs, the plan which
was by it'intended, than to open all the avenues
of Canada to the Englifh, and to make them
maiters of the river St. Laurence: each com-
manderknew both his particular deftination,and
the relation which his commiffion had with all
thofe, which were to be exécuted at the fame
time. The onlybufinefs now was by acceleratin g
the invafion. And to take the French unawares.
General Braddock, who had fpent the laft
days of April, and the firft of May at Fre-
derick’s Town, arrived at Fort Cumberland
the 1oth of Mav; to which place the whole
2imy came up the 17th, after a very laborious
march of twenty-feven days. This army a-
mounte_d only to 2000 effective men. And, in-~
deed, its bufinefs only, was the taking of

(¢) See No. 13,
Fort
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Fort du Quefne : after whichyit was to reinforce
the body of troops commanded by Mr. Shiiley,
before Niagara.

Mr. Braddock feems not to have becen
wanting at this time in ferious. refletions-on
the difficulties of his undertaking ; his uneafi-
nefs appears in a'letter to Sir Thomas Robin-
fon on the sth of June, where he complains
of the want of zeal in the colonies to fecond
him, of the dangers he was expofed to, and
the expence he was obliged to be at in tranf-
porting artillery and ammunition into coun-
tries hitherto uninhabited, -and unknown
- to the inhabitants themfelves; (4) he was
fil! at fort Cumberland when he wrote: this
letter. He fet out from thence towards the end
of June, and the unfortunate event of the
battle fought the gth of 'July, which put an
end to his life, and his projects, is already
well known. '

Colonel Johnfon, fet out immediately af-
ter the breaking up of the affembly at Alex-
andria, in order to execute on his part,
the commiffion which he was entrufted with.
He fpent the beft part of the month of May
among the Mohawk Indians, and in continual
endeavours to animate them to a war. Nothine
was ornitted that could make the French appea?*
odious : “ but neither calumnies nor prefents
were attended with that fuccefs which the En-

(d) -See original Pape}s,‘ No. 14,
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glith flattered themfelves with. It was at-
tempted in vain to make the Anies believe that
~ the French had pofiefled themfelves of feveral
lands which were the property not of England
(for he dared not venture fo far) but the In-
dians in their alliance. Thefe people who have
micre penetration than they are generally fup-
pofed to have, were not the dupes of this
fpeech: however, in return, they paid a great
many compliments ; but refufed to come to any
refolution, on pretence that this point muft be
previoufly canvafled in a general affembly of
the naticns.  On the other hand, the fpeeches
of Colonel Johnfon and the Indian chiefs are
fufficient evidence, that thefe people do not
acknwvledee the Englifh to have any right to
di¢tate laws to them. Both nations treat each
other as equals. The Iroquois, who betrayed
fittle or no difpofition at that time to enter into
an alliance with England, are become irrecon-
cilable enemies, fince thofe imprudent procla-
matlons, by which the Englith commanders
appointed rewards for their fcalps.

During this important negociation, Colo-
nel Johnfon had his thoughts bent on the
future attack of Crown-point. The sth of
May he wrote to the governiors, from whom
he was to receive fupplies of men and artillery.
(¢) We have a proof in this letter, on the one
hang, of a refolution having been takento bom-

(¢} See original Papers, No. x5,
kard
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bard the fort; on the other, that the Englith
flattered themfelves they might make their
appearance before the place ere the French
could have any fufpicion of their project. We
muft, fays he, be very quick in our prepara-
tions, in order that our march be not retarded,
by which the enemy might be confirmed in
their fufpicion of an attack: if unfortunately
they thould be apprifed of it.

Every thing being ready; on the fide of
Acadia, for the execution of the attack, on the
forts of the Ifthmus, Colonel Monckton began,
with ifluing the 3d of May, in the name of
governor Lawrence, a proclamation® directin
all and every the inhabitants of the French
territories beyond the Ifthmus, to repair to the
Englith camp, where theywere to bring all their
arms. (f) This was certainly that fame coun-
try with refpet to which his Britannick Ma-
jefty had, (even fince the erected forts, Eng-
lif as well as French,) engaged his formal

romife, that no innovation fhould take place
till the commiffurieg did come to a determina-
tion. Colonel Monckton the 16th and 17th
of June following bombarded and took the
ports of Beaufejour and Gafpereau.

We are now come down to that period
wherein the rupture broke out between both
courts. It would have happened much fooner,
had the court of France had earlier informa-

(f) See original Papers, No. 16.
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tions of his Britannick Majefty’s refolutions :
but at the very time that this plan of invafion,
concerted before the year 1754, was carrying
into execution in America, the Britith miniftry
were bufy in their endeavours to amufe France,
by the means of negociations. War was carry-
ing on beyond the feas: while people in Eu-
rope, were folely taken up with a fyftem of

pacification, and proper methods to prevent a
rupture, on which England was already deter-
mined.

" The fole view of England in this negocia-
tion, of which Europe had notice, was to
gain the time neceflary to carry into execution
at once, all the parts of their proje&. And
indeed it will foon appear, that the more France
became tractable, the greater number of new
difficulties was raifed by his Britannick Ma-
jefty’s minifters, in order to elude a concilia-
tion. "Till from the letters of General Braddock,
the court of London having no further doubt
about the fuccefs, his Britannick Majefty gave
exprefs orders for the carrying on openly a
war at fey, and attacking, without diftinc-
tion, all the King’s fhips.

That thefe were the views of the Britith
court, will appear by a particular account of™
the negociations in which the French mini-
ftry were very ferioufly employed: and, in
which that of Great-Britain appeared to be
fo, during the firft fix months of 17535.

In the month of January of this year, his
Majefty being defirous to prevent the confe-

quences
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quences of the differences arifen between the
French and the Englith on the banks of the
Ohio, the caufe of which as has been above
feen, could have been laid to the charge of
the latter only, had given in to the court of
London by the hands of the Duke deMirepoix
a memorialcoinciding with thec intentions.

In this memorial #, which is of the 15%h
of January, it was propofed by theKing to his
Britannick Majefty, that, previous to any exa-
mination into the grounds and circumftances of
this quarrel, pofitive orders thould be fent to
the refpective governors, inhibiting hencefor-

“ward any new encroachment or hoftile act;
and that they fhould be even directed to ro-
eftablith, without d:lay, matters on the teiri-
tories fituated towards the banks of the Chio,
on the fame footing that they were, or cught
to have been, on or before the late war.

The King defised at the fame time, that
their refpective pretentions to this teritcryfhosid
be referred amicably to the comiufiniies; and
that in order to remove all appreheniican, his
Britannick Majefty would be pleafed to explain
himfelf openly, with refpe& to the deftination
and motives of the armament vwhich had been
-made in Ireland.

Had this propofal been accepted, tie fort
Du Quefne, which the General was ordered
to attack, would have been dcllroyzd by tae

See original Papers No. I.
orig p
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French themfelves, and the commiffaries of
both nations, would have canvafled in an ami-
cable manner, the titles and poffeffions of both
Crowns.

An anfwer to this memorial was delivered to
the Duke de Mirepoix the 22d of January
1755 4. This anfwer is compofed of two
parts; and though the firft appears fomewhat
captious, yet the fecond was free from any
fort of double meaning ; and ought to have
been fufficient to quiet the apprchenfions of
the court of France with regard to the arma-
ment in Ireland.

1. His Britannick Majefty defires, that the
pofleffion of the territory towards the river Ohio,
may be re-eftablithed on the fame footing it was
on, at the conclufion of the peace of Utrecht ;
and agreeable to the ftipulations of that treaty.
He infifts likewife on the fame regulation with
regard to all the other poffeffions of North
America ; and confents, after a compliance
with thefe preliminary conditions, to enter
into a negociation concerning the propereft
methods of inftructing the refpetive governors;
and forbidding them all new acts of violence ;
and that the pretentions on each fide may be
fubmitted to be expeditioufly and finally dif~
cufled, and amicably adjufted, by the minifters
of the refpective courts.

& Sec original Papers, No. 2.
z. His
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2 His Britannick Majefty declares, that
the defence of his rights and pofieffions, and
the protection of his fubjects have been the
only motive of the armament that had been
fent to North America ; which was done with-
out any intent to give offence to any power
whatfoever, or commit any act that might
interrupt the general peace.

It was hard to conceive how the treaty of
Utrecht, could be made a handle of, to fetile
the rights of either nation, on the Ohio ; or how
it was poffible to require, as a previous ftep to
every negociation, that the other territories in
difpute thould be re-eftablithed in the fame ftate
they were in, at the conclufion of this treaty ;
and agreeably to the flipylations therein con-
tained.

At the time of the treaty of Utrecht France
had the pofleffion: whereas it was France
made conceflions. As to the exten{icios
of this ceflion, and the fenfe in which the
fipulations of the treaty were to be undci-
ftood, that was the very point agreed on to be
{fubmitted to the decifion of the conuniiini -,
And the King of England had engaged his
word, that there fhould be no innovation, till
they came to a decifion.

- It was therefore that the couit of Frorce
ftill infifted on its firft demand ; and at the
fame time that it gave his Britannick Ma-
jefty affurances of the confidence, wiid it
repofed in the fincerity of his declaration, it

G 2 wag



(44 )
was mad2 appear, in a reply celivered to the
court of Lonlon, the 6th of February, that
the nizdium propofed by his Maiefty was the
only 6";:6@!‘. that could prevent fome difa-
arecable woubles.  This method was proved
) be agrceavie to the engagements contracted
by the t:es_y of Aix la Chapelle; to the mea-
furcs taken fince that =ra, and the terms de-
mmded by England itfelf, in 1750 and 173510
And 11.;?‘*1 whereas the object of the com-
miffion ozrced to by the court of London, was
to deterimive the fenfe of the articles XI1. and
XIIIL of the treaty of Utrecht, the execution
of thele articies, could not be confidered as the
bafis of the nezociation. That were making a
pri: 1C‘p16 of cmdué‘r and a certain rule of the
o, chat was fubmitted to the decifion

If was :Amvfsu prope ofed by his Maje
1ft, That crdess fhould he fent by both kmgs
to tio refpeltive governors, to forbear all aéts
of viotence and EVEIY NEW enternrize.

o, what cooiteie fhould be icfiored to the
Tize flace in which they were, or ought to
Tave leen in, belure the late war, all over
Noctn Anerica s agrecabl le to the eleventh
ariiic of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle.

3- That, asreeable to the eighteenth article
of . the fumc treaty, his Lutanmck majefty
fhould apprize the commiflaries, fitting at
Paris, of his pretenfions ; and the foundations
on which they were built.

Then
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Then, in anfwer to the queftion afked by

the court of London in its latt memorial,
concerning the intent of the armaments
making by his majefty, it was not diffembled,
that thofe which the Britith court had itfelf
given publick notice of to all Europe, and
which it had executed in part, had rendered
the precautions taken by France neceflary.

In fometime after, France condefcended to
yield further to difficulties formed by the court
of London. She confented to adhere provi-
fionaily to matters as they ftood immedizte-
ly after the treaty of Utrecht; and the Duke
de Mirepoix prefented t> his Eritannick ma-
jefty’s minifters the project of a preliminary
convention ; and there was no doubt made
of the conditions proving acceptable ¢. The
ftipulations were, that both fovereigns fhould
agree, to fend orders for the {ufperfion of ail
alts of violence on both fides : that the French
and Englith thould, provifionally, evacuate ::1
the country fituate between the Ohio ard the
Apalachian mountains; and that. they {hould
retire, thofe to this fide the mountains, thefe
to the other fide the river. That all this country
fhould, during the time of this convention,
be confidered as a neutral country, the fre-
quenting which fthould not be allowable ta
either nation ; that ¢hings {hould be re-efta-
blithed on the fame footing they have been,

" ¢ See original Papers, No, 4o

oy



(46 )
or ought to have been on, fince the treaty of
Utrecht ; and that all the forts, on both fides,
built, fince that epoch, on the territories in
diipute fhould be demolithed.

Laftly, It was agreed by their majeftics,
that they fhould caufe all the points in difpute
to be canvafled, and amicably fettled, by the
commifiaries aopointed for that purpofe, with-
In the ipace of two years.

This was acqulefung, as we plainly fee, in
the propofal made by the court of London,
m iis memnerial of the 22d of January, 1755.
The court of France negociated with fo much
the more confidence, as the king of England’s
minifters had, very ,yw,_t,y, given aﬁurances
to the Duke de IMirepoix, that the armements
i lrclea, and thc fleet which had failed
fiom thence, were (hicily intended to inain-
tain fubordination and sood order among the
Englith colonies.

Thofe fame miniflers who dreaded nothing
fo much as an sccommodation ; and who were
well informed that at that time, Mr, Eoadaod,
and all the Englith commanders were on their
march, were to the laft degree furprized at ice-
ing France, thus fuLm'*t'n(r in fome fort, to
their demands. 'Tley therefore refolved to al-
ter the plan, they Lad themfelves t‘cr soled
and the 7th of March there was dcl. - o, by
their direion, to the Duke de N[xrepoxx, an-
other project of convention, which they ncver

would have thought of; but it they were
Very
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very fenfible it was impoflible to agree to
it d.

1t was to be ftipulated in this convention, that
the two powers fhould agree to difpatch orders
for the ceffation of all alts of violence; but
this was not to take place till fuch time as
‘the French had fubmitted to the following
conditions. 1. That not only the forts fitu- -
ated between the Apalachian mountains and
the Ohio ; but alfo, all the fettlements fituated
between the Ohio and the river Ouabache,
or of St. Jerom, thould be demolithed and de-
ftroyed. 2. That the forts on the Niagara,
and fort Frederick on lake Champlain, thould
be alfo rafed; and that the lakes Ontario,
Erie and Champlain fhould belong to nobody ;
but fhould be open to the fubjets of botl,
crowns equally,who might carry on their trade
thereon, without being molefted. 3.That a
definitive ceffion fhould be made to England,
not only of the part in difpute, of the Pcnin-
{ula, fituated to the north of Acadia, but like-
wife, of the fpace of twenty leagues from
fouth to north, in all that extent of country that
runs from the Pentagoet river to the Gulph
of St. Laurence. 4. And Laftly, That all the
fouthern bank of the river St. Laurence, thould
be declared to be the property of neither, and
thould remain uninhabited.

d See original Pagers, No. g,
On
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On thefe terms, his Britannick majefty was
. oeioufly pleafed, to entruft the commiffaries
oi both nations, with the decifion of the fur-
plus of his pretenfions.

Thus did the court of London render the
prelimincry nepociation as long, and fubJe& to
as many disiculties as the principal negocia-
tica. It was all it withed for: the court of
France perceived taat the tendency of propo-
fals fo widely different from the firft, was to
retard the conclufion of 2 preliminary conven-
tion ; it therefore infifted on the neceffity of

Ginmns, nrevicus to any thing elfe, with
iffuing o*defs refpectiively, to prevent any fu-
ture c*ztew :ie, or act of violence. It even pro-
pofed that both courts thould communicate to
each other mutually the orders which they fent
e; but to this, {o equitable propofal, an an-
fwer, abfolutely negative, was delivered to the
Dulkec de Mnepoxx the sth of Aoril I755f

Nothing now was to be done &> L.t to impugn
the project of convention on which the court

f London infift:d. It was no hard tatk to
prove that the p: elxminqry convention required
byEmrland bezan by giving abfolutely againft
France the quuuo 1 In debate with reoard to
which his Britannick Majefty had cnoaged his
formal promﬂc,that he would abide by the de-
teriination of the commifiaries. By this project
the French muft have parted 1rletnevably with

¢ See original Papers, No, 6. f No. 7
the
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the trade of Canada by the river St. Jehn,
deprived the King of the property of the three
lakes, which were always confidered as
a part of New France: and the river St
Laurence, which is the center of Chnady,
became the limits of that colony. i 'hr:\_?:
points were all difcuffed in aletter of the 1 3t
of April 1755 %, by which the French mi-
nifter informed the Duke de Mirepoix of his
majefty’s intentions, and his apfwer to the
proje&t propofed by England. This anfwer
was no lefs than an abfolute refufz! to clofe
with the fame.

The 24th of April 1755, Yhe minifters of
London delivered to the French ambafiador a
fort of a reply to this letter ; they had received
then no account of the laft difpofitions made
in America; and in England, they had no
certainty that all thefe operations which were
carefully concealed, could be carried at the
{ame time into execution. It became there-
fore neceffary to fpin out flill the negociation
to a fufficient length. Wherefore we fee
t that in this reply the court of England com-

lains of the narrow bounds which the French
minifters prefcribe to their 1eflections : it is
even added, that this court is ready and wil-
ling to enter into ap examination of all the
contefted points, and that in the courie of
fuch examination it may poflibly be found out

# Sec original Papers, No, 8. 1 No.g.
H in
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in what the moft effential differences confift,
His majefty was therefore ftill fatisfied to
enter into an examination and to canvafs
the points which obftructed the conclufion of
the preliminary treaty %, Affurances of this
difpofition were given by the Duke de Mire-
poix to the Britith miniftry the 6th of May
1755 5 and in a memorial which was deli-
vered to this ambaflador the gth of the faid
month, the court of London affeted to ex-
prefs the greateft fatisfaction thereat in the fol-
lowing words f.

<« *Tis with the greateft fatisfaction the court
of Great Britain obferves, by the anfwer
which his excellency th_e Duke de Mirepoix
has delivered to Sir Thomas Robinfon the
6th of this month, that not only the court of
France perfifts in its refolution for the prefer-
vation of peace, but alfo that its difpofitions
are the fame with thofe which England was
always, and is flill in, towards entering
without any delay, into the examination and
amicable difcuffion of all the points in conteft.
The procedure of the court of London in all
this negociation has been fo candid and fo
full of confidence,” &ec.

"T'is needlefs to take notice of the date of
this memorial, every one may compare it
with thofe of General Braddock’s letters, of
which mention has been made above, and

# See original Papers, No. 10. 1 No. 11.
endeavour
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endeavour to reconcile this candour and con-
fidence, with the hoftilities committed then
in America, while the Britith minifters were
giving fuch conftant, formal, and repeated
affurances to his majefty’s ambaflfador. The
refolution of a rupture began to become
publick all over London, with this addi-
tional circumftance, that Admiral Bofcawen,
who had been juft gone, had orders to at-
tack the French veflels wherever he found
them. ‘The pretended encroachments of
France were no longer mentioned as the mo-
tive of the war; it was the neceffity of laying
hold on this opportunity to deftroy her com-
merce, and put it out of her power to re-
eftablith her marine.

Thefe reports were {o conftant and fo, uni~
verfal, that the Duke de Mirepoix thought
fit to acquaint his court with them. This
he did, notwithftanding the moft formal af-
{urances, which the Britith minifters gave him
repeatedly, of their pacific intentions. They
conftantly repeated to him, that he ought not
to give credit to public reports or writings.
Thefe fame minifters were not content with
this ; the Duke de Mirepoix having {o early
as the latter end of April, exprefled fome un-
-eafinefs at the deftination of Admiral Boi-
cawen’s fleet, and the orders which were
given him; they aflured him pofitively that
the Englith would not begin firft.

H2 "Tis
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"Tis not to be wondered that France rely-
ing on fo many appearances of good faith,
fheuld have thought it incumbent on her to
go on with the negociation. The Englith
minifters never ventured on one propofition,
without giving plainly to underftand that they
had fhll fomething in referve. The Duke
de Mircpoix gave 1n thereiore, the 12th of
May, a memorial much more extenfive than
the former ones *, and in which were difcuffed
the rights and intercfts of both nations, relative
to the articles of the preliminary convention,
with regard to which they had not hitherto
been able to come to an agreement.

The Englith miniftry having made him
wait the remaining part of the month of May
and the firft days of June, they returned an
anfwer the 7th, and whoever obferves that
it was on the 8th of this month Admiral
Bofcawen gave the fignal of an open rupture,
will be convinced, that this delay was part of
the court of London’s plan of meafures. In this
anfwer, which was poftponed with fo much .
tkill, the miniftry of London renew the very
grounds of all their pretenfions on America; we
are reminded of the right derived to the Eng-
lith from their empire over the Iroquois, the
pretended fale made by thefe to the Englith ;
mn fhort, it contains all thofe queftions on the

t See original Papers, No. 12.
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fubject of Acadia, the decifion of which had
been referred to the commiflaries of both na-
tions. The object of a preliminary conven-
tion was now laid afide, though propofed as
the only method to prevent hoftilities, and to
enable the two crowns-to negociat¢ in an ami-
cable manner. This brought the very grounds
of the quarrel on the carpet, butit little then
concerned England, which aimed only at
gaining time, which was now drawing near
that period, in which her enterprifes muft be-
come public.

The 15th of July news was received at
London of the taking of two French veflels,
the Alcide and the Lys, attacked on the banks
of Newfcuniland by Admiral Bofcawen,
whofe words were all words of peace till fuch
time as his artiliery was in a fituation to fire
into the very -hips, point blank, or till he
had come within half a cannon thot. If any.
thing could exceed the furprife of his ma-
jefty’s ambaffador in London at this piece of
news, it muft have been occafioned by the
infinuation of one of the Englifh minifters in
afcribing fuch evident hoftilities to a miftake :
nay, the fecretary of ftate would fain per-
fuade him that this event ought not to break
the thread of the negociation. No doubt but it
‘would have been mare advantageous to the
Britith miniftry, had France gone on nego-
ciating till fuch time as they received a certain
account of the execution of the general plan of

in-
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invafion, the fuccefs of which at that time

was looked on as infallible.

- The world may judge from this narra-
tive, whether the French Ambaflador’s de-
parture from London can be taxed with
too much precipitation, as it is pretended
by the court of Great Britain in the memo-
rial, to which we have now given a reply,
compofed folely of falts.

What has pafled fince this departure, as
well in Europe as in America, has been of
too publick and notorious a nature to need
a relation of it in this place. That which
we have here given both of the military
c]i:perations and the political negociations of

ngland, will be fufficient to convey a juft
idea, not only of the caufes of the rupture,
but likewife of the views by which both
powers were conducted.

Such are the fa&s, not one of which can
be difclaimed by England, let Europe give
judgment, -

End of the Memorial,
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NUMBER L

EXTRACT

Britith Court’s Memorial,

Delivered to the French MINISTER, the 24¢h
of July, 1749, in anfwer to thofe, prefented
on the king’s part, concerning the Settlements

pryeéted by ENcLAND.

HE king, having made fome reflections

on the memorial prefented to his excel-

lency the duke of Bedford, the 7th of laft

month, by the fieur Durand his moft chrif-

tian majefty’s chargé d’affaires at the court of

England, has ordered, that a reprefentation

thould be made to the faid chargé d’affaires, in

the following manner, of the feveral obferva-

tions, which appear neceffary to be made, on
the faid memorial.

The two points, coneerning which the meft
chriftian king defires an explanation, viz. the
fettlement of Acadia, or Nova-Scotia; and
the project afcribed to Mr. Dobbs, are {o little
liable 1 themfelves to any objcétion on the

1 part
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part of any power whatfoever, that it will be
no difficult matter to efface the ill impreflions
which the court of France might have con-
ceived from the falfe reports that poffibly have
been fuggelted to it on that head.

The only thing, which might have with juf-
tice given umbrage to the court of France, were
a well grounded apprehenfion of the king’s
having given orders for extending the fettle-
ments in New Scotland, beyond what his ma-
Jefty was entitled to by the twelfth article of
the treaty of Utrecht.

But this apprehenfion falls of itfelf; as the
king, agreeable to the defires of the moft
chriftian king, has confented to refer to the
commiffaries the fettling of the limits of New
Scotland, according to its ancient boundaries ;
as well as the limits of, and right of poffeflion
to the feveral Iflands and couniries, about
which the two nations have any difpute :
moreover, is it to be fuppofed the king would
make fettlements, which are neceflarily at-
tended with fo much expence, in a part of
the province to which his right was not clear
and indifputable ? .

The limits therefore, of Nova Scotia beino
referred to the examination of the commifs
faries, it is needlefs here to make replies to
a}ll the affertions contained on that fubje&,
in the faid memorial of the fieur Durand.

The fieur Durand has alfo taken fome fort
of notice in his memorial of the plan de-

ﬁgncd
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fioned by Mr. Dobbs; as if tending to en-
croach on the trade, which the French carry
on with the Indians of North Canada, and to
eéxtend the Britith fettlements in thofe perts,
in 2 manner prejudicial to the rights of his
moft chriftian majefty. He has not defcended
to any particulars on this head, on account of
the obje@s of the faid plan not being fufii-
ciently known in France.

But let that be as it will, it were very eafy
to give an entire fatisfaction to the court of
France, on this head, by affuring it, that this
plan which has been debated on in parlia-
ment, had abfolutely no other object, than to
lay open to the whole nation an exclufive
trade, which had been a long time engrofied
by a company, that had derived its privilere
from a particular charter. And this, with the
fole view of extending trade in general, in
thefe parts: and, in no ways, with an intent
to enlarge the pofleffions of the nation, ot the
expence of any other people whatfoever.

But as this plan has not met with the ap-
probation of parliament, it has been laid afide,
and is now of courfe, out of the quefticn:
Yet, had it been executed, it does not appear,
why it fhould afford to the court of Francc
any pretence to com lain. TInafmuch as it
related only to a domeftic affair of the kinz-
doms, viz. whether a trade carried on, a long
time, to Hudfon’s Bay, thould be continued to
be carried on, exclufively, by a particular com-

12 Pany?
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pany? Or, whether it thould be laid open to
all his majefty’s fubjects ?

The king, having therefore thus explained
his fentiments, is very ready to declare in
anfwer to the demands made by the court of
France.

1. That effeCtual orders have been already

given to make no attempt either on the fide
of Nova Scotia, or that of Hudfon’s Bay, on
the ;.cliciions or trade of his moft chriftian
vijuty’s fubjects, or that might be in any
ways decogtory to the definitive treaty of Aix
la Clarel.c, or to any prior engagements ac-
teally sLblieny between both crowns.

2. That Ls majefty confents to appoint, out
of hand, two comumifiaries to confer in Paris
vith thofe of his moft chriftian majefty on the
fubject of the refpetive limits now in difpute,
between the two crowns, as well thofe that
relate to Nova Scotia or Acadia, as thofe of
the other parts of the continent, where the
fettlements of both nations border on each
other; as well as to determine (agrecable to
the propofal made in a former memorial)
which are the iflands that are to belong to
each crown, and thofe that are to remain
neutral.

His mujefly, previous to his having given
orders for the inaking thofe fettdements in that

art of Nova Scotia, to which, though un-
doubtedly belonging to his majefty, France
has laid claim, has agreed to refer his
Pretenﬁons
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pretenfions to the decifion of commuffaries, as
1 convincing proof of his defire to preferve
the union and harmony f{o happily reefta-
blithed between both crowns.

NUMBER IL

A letter from my Lord Albemarle fo the Alor-
quis de Puyflieulx, containing complaints on
the fending of a detachment by M. de la
Jonquiere, zn order to prorcsl the inlali-
tants of Chepoudi.”

Paris, March 23, 1750,

Have juft received a letter from the Duke

I of Bedford, with the King's orders di-
reting me to reprefent to your excellency the
fubjects of complaint to which his moft chrif-
tian majefty’s governors in America have given
occafion, by incroaching on the King’s terri-
tories in Nova Scotia. 'Tis with great regics
his majefty finds himfelf under the neceliy
of making reprefentations againft any of ius
moft chriftian majefty’s {ubjefs; and the
more {0 as he had flattered himf&ls, that after
thofe which I made by his ordersin ¢ie month
of September laft, and your cLeeticncy’s
anfwer relative to the, fettlement waich .
de la Galiffoniere had undertaken to male ut
the mouth of John's river, pofitive crders
had been fent to the French governors, not
' only
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only to put an end to all fubjects of difpute,
but alfo to be very careful hereafter to avoid
every thing that might give occafion to new
{trifes.

The King has, notwithftanding, lately re-
ceived letters from the Sieur Cornwallis, his
governor of New Scotland, by which he
complains, that M. de la Jonquiere has fent
troops to Chipoudi ; which is one of the
diftricts that had fent deputies to governor
Cornwallis on his arrival in that province, in
order to make the proper fubmiffion and
receive the King’s orders. There cannot be
a ftronger argument that . thefe inhabitants
have confidered themfelves as fubjects of Great
Britain, fince the province of Nova Scotia
has been annexed to that crown.

"Tis needlefs here to repeat all the reafons
that authorife his majefty to demand the
juftice which this new ftep of M. de la Jon-
quicre entitles him to; they cannot but be
known to his moft chriftian majefty.

After the formal orders given by the King
to all his governors, to be continually mindful
that all thefe difputes are to be adjuf’téd in an
amicable manner, and confequently to avoid
carefully all hoftile procedure * fo long as the
honour and rights of the crown did not require

# This is what M. Cornwallis has not done: fince
it 1s certain, that the fort of the Minas, and that of
Beau—baﬂi_n were built, before the French erected thofe
of Beaufejour, and Gafpereau ; and, that thefe were nog

it
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it indifpenfibly; it will be fufficient, with-
out taking any notice here of the King’s
incenteftible right, that the fame motive of
reciprocation intervenes to determine his moft
chriftian majefty to give fimilar orders to M.
de la Jonquiere, to reeftablith all things in
their firft ftate, till fuch time as the commif-
faries, to whom has been referred by agree-
ment the decifion of the limits in America,
have fettled the rights of both crowns; and to
defift from every enterprife which might tend
to give the leaft interruption to the union fo
happily re-eftablithed between both nations.
The King is perfuaded his moft chriftian ma-
jefty will be the more inclinable to make fuch
falutary and amiicable difpofitions, that fmall
altercations of this nature, if not feafonably
prevented, may be attended with bad confe-
quences.
I am, &c.

Signed, ALBEMARLE.

built, till the violences of M. Cornwallis had forced
the French inhabitants of the Ifthmus to retire into the
heart of the country, This is a fa&, which the Englith
cannot deny, the epochs of the conftru&ion of the forts,
being a matter of certainty between both nations.
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The Marquis de Puyfieulx’s anfwer fo the
Joregoing letter.

Verfailles, March 31, 1750.
SiRr,

Received the letter your excellency did me

the honour to write me the 25th, con-
taining the complaints of your court concern=
ing the ftep taken by the Marquis de la
Jonquiere, governor of New France, in hav-
ing fent a detachment of troops to Chipoudi ;
as the Comte de la Galiffoniere, his predecefior,
had done heretofore to the river of St. John.

The Britith court might have feen the rea-
fons which authorifed the condué of both
thefe governors, in a memorial given in, in the
month of June laft, wherein the river St.
John and Chipoudi have been demonttrated to
be on the continent of Canada.

As to the fubmiflions which might have
been made, previous to the arrival of this
detachment from Canada, to the Englith go-
vernor of Acadia, by fome of the inhabitants
of Chipoudi intimidated by the menaees of
tlis governor, no right could from thence be
derived to Great Britain, nor could they hinder
thoi> inhabitants from being French, and
fes:led on French ground. They would only
tend to prove, that if there has been any
difcuffion on this frontier, it muft have been

occa-
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occafioned by fome innovations on the part ¢f
the Englith governor %. And the fact is, that
the precautions which the French governors
have thought it incumbent upon them to take,
have had no other obje&, but to quiet the
minds of the inhabitants, alarmed by thefe
innovations.

But, there ought to be no more altercations
on this head between the refpective governors
fince orders have been fent, to make no inno-
vation, till fuch time as the limits are fettled,
which is to be done by commiffaries. The mar«
quis de la Jonquiere, could not have reccived
thefe orders, when he had fent the detachment
to Chepoudi. As they could not have been fent
him, tll the latter end of this winter; which
they are not ignorant of in England.

As for the reft, all this ought only to malie
the neceflity of the commifiaries thus enteriny
on bufinefs more fenfible, in order to the {ettling
the limits of the pofieflions of the two crowns
in America. And I am direfted by the king,

% Thefe forced fubmiffions of fome inhabitants were
effeCtually the confequence of the Englifh governor’s
menaces, and are an inflance of a recent encrozchment.
How came the Englifh not to dream, fince the treaty of
Utrecht, of making the authority of their government
acknowledged in this country? The truth even, of any
inhabitants having made ful}miﬁions at that time, is not
well attefted. However, it is certain, the greateft part
of the inhabitants, addrefled themfclves fot protedtion to
the marquis' de la Jonquiere, againft the’e violent pre-
ceedings.

K to
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to renew his follicitations for that purpofe, with
the king of Great Britain ; his majefty infifts
on this affair, with the more eagernefs, as the
end of their meeting is to keep up the good un-
derftanding, fo happily re-eftablithed between
the two crowns, and their fubje@s: and, that
the king has nothing more at heart, than
the maintaining, and fetting it on a firm

bafis.
I am, &c.

Signed PuvsIEULX.

NUMBER IL

MEeMoR1AL delivered on the king's part,
to my lord Albemarle, the 5¢h of January,
1751, and fent the Jame day fo the duke de
Mirepoix 722 England ; containing complaints
made by France, againft the boflilities com-
mitted, and avowed by the Englifh. :

F OR feveral months paft, the public
papers have proclaimed feveral ats of
violence committed by the Englith on the
French veffels; both in the gulph of St,
Laurence, and on the coafts of New France.
But, thefe accounts appeared to be fo contrary
to the law of nations, and the amicable difpo-
fitions, of which the Britith court has given

fo many inftances fince the peace; that they
met
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met with no fort of ciedit. And, we could
not but be furprifed to the laft degree, on
having received, juft now, intimations by letters
from Canada, and Cape Breton, that the Eng-
lith veflels a& in thefe feas, in the fame manner,
as they might do, in cafe of an open war. .

' Thefe vefiels have fpread themfelves all the
laft fummer, to :he very upper end of the
gulph of St. Laurence, ftopping and infulting
all the French veflels that they met. They
attempted to carry off a brigantine, which lay
at anchor in the river of St. John, and was fent
thither by the intendant of Canada, with pro-
vifions for the detachments of the king’s troops
in thofe parts. But, not being able to attain
their ends, the Englith captain carried off
fome of the feamen, belonging to the brigan-
tine, who have been fent back to Cape Breton
by M. Cornwallis, governor of Acadia. But
without defcending to particulars, relating to
the irregularities, and all the a&s of violence
put in pratice by the Englifh fhipping ; we
fhall here confine ourfelves to two fas.

The firft is, the taking of a French veffel,
called the London Captain Ialain, by two
Englith fnows armed. ‘This little veflel had
been fent by the intendant of Canada, to Che-
daic in the gulph of St. Laurence, with provi-
fions for the king’s trobps at that place ; and,
at the fame time to carry the ammunition,
goods and provifions, which the king is wont
to fend annually, as prefents to the favages of

K 2 a French
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a French miffion. It was on its return from
Ch~daic, where fhe had unloaded, that this
eflel was ftopped towards the end of Auguft,
be- -cen the coaft of Canada and Cape Bre-
ton. It was aiterwards carried into Chebuc-
to, where it was confifcated.

The fecond is likewife the taking of a
French brigantne by a frigate belonging to
the }ing of Great Britain. The circumftance
of w ich il undoubtedly appear to his Bri-
tanmc majefly, of much a more aggravating
nasure than thot of the firft.  The Malquxs
de la Jonquiere havins had intimations of the
conduét of the Enwhﬂl veflels, of which he
had made fcvers! compla'nts to V. Cornwallis,
and be'ng defireus to fend the neceffary fupplies
to the detachiments of troops on John's river,
refohved, in the month of September laft,
to orm ot Gucbecd: the brigantine, the St.
Franci, in orlor to cenvoy a {loop, on board
which the mtendant had covfed thefe fuccours
to be thipred.  He'coriiired on the fieur de
Verror, a captain in the troc ps, the command
of this bl ";'n‘dnz, which carried ten {mall
cannens, and whafe crew confifted of fixty
men, i Ph ding Lhnty foldiers. The inftruc-
tions o iich hc 4002 to captain Vergor con-
tcn ed it and pofisive orders to make no
attciapr agdindt the Englith fhips which he
fhouid meet ; and in caft he thould meet with
any that attengied to oppoie his paffage, he
was charged by the governor not to fire at her

all
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till the attack was begun by the Englithman,
and till he had given him notice that he com-
manded a veffel Dbelonging to the king of
France, armed to carry provifions to his troops.
The 16th of O&ober, the brigantine and the
other veffel being at two leagues weft of the
iflands of Seal, captain Vergor difcovered, at
eleven in the morning, an Englith frigate,
which came acrofs him and bore down on
him in an inftant right before the wind, and
crowding all her fails. In half an hour after
this, the frigate fired a cannon with ball inte
the ftern of the brigantine, and hoifted her
flag. Captain Vergor hoifted immediately
both his ftreamer and flag, and gave them a
thot, ftill purfuing his way. The frigate alfo
continued the chace, and being, in half an hour,
come up with him, and within flot of a fix
pounder, fired a fecond fhot at him, and put
up her ftreamer ; in a little trme after the fired
a third thot, which went through the fail of
captain Vergor’s foretopmaft, who then pre-
pared himfelf for fighting in cafe of a freth
infult ; the frigate, being come ftill nearer,
fired four cannon fthots at his fails. Agreeable
to the orders he had received from the marquis
dela Jonquiere, he caufed a petion to cry out
in French, that this was a thip belonging to
the king of France, anfl going with provifions
and ammunition for the ufe of his majefty’s
troops. 'The anfier of the Englith commander
- being, that he muft ecither bring to, or he

would
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would fink him. Captain Vergor had the
fame thing repeated to him in Englith; but
the only anfwer was a whole volly of his
cannon and {fmall arms. The fight lafted five
hours, but the brigantine was fo much da-
maged in her maft, which was cut, and in her
fails and rigging, that captain Vergor was obli-
ged to furrender himfelf; after having feveral
of his men killed or wounded. The long-boat
having been al(o difabled, the Euglith captain
fent his boat in order to fetch him on board ;
when captain Vergor difcovered this frigate to
be the Albany, carrying fourteen pieces of
cannon, twenty-eight fwivels, and a hundred
and twenty men, commanded by captain
Rous. This captain ordered alfo on board
his fhip the crew and the foldiers belonging
to the brigantine, where he left none but the
wounded, and made the beft of his way for
Chibucto with the brigantine in tow. It was
but the rgth of the fame month that they
arrived at Chibuto  The next day the go-
vernor fent on board the frigate for captain
Vergor, who was immediately conducted to
the governor’s houfe, where he was locked up
in a chamber. In half an hour after M.
Cornwallis came to him, and had the chamber
again locked. He at firft told him, he was
very {orry for what had happened, and that
captain Rous had loft a great many of his
men: captain Vergor anfwered, that he was
alfo very forry for what had pafled, and that

i
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it ought to be imputed only to captain Rous,
of whofe condu& he informed him. M.
Cornwallis replied, that if things had paffed
in the manner he faid they did, captain Rous
was in the fault, and that he would call his
council the next day in order to decide the
matter. 'The council was actually called
captain Rous, his lieutenant, and fome of
his crew, were brought before the council, to
which captain Vergor was likewife admitted
the laft recited the faults in the manner they
were already fpecified. Captain Rous could
not deny but that he had begun firft, by firing
a cannon ball at the brigantine’s foretopfail.
On this the governor got up, and having
ordered into the council chamber the officers
belonging to the brigantine, who had been
previouily brought into a room contiguous to
it, they were fummoned to tell who it was
that fired the firft thot? They all anfwered,
that it was captain Rous, who had fired two
vollies, Captain Vergor’s declaration was then
read to them, and they all certified it to be true,
in all its circumftances. Notwithftanding the
council came to no refolution, either in this,
or in five or fix other fittings, which were
held afterwards. But in two or three days
after the firft, M. Cornwallis aftked captain
Vergor, what fhould be wanting to refit the
brigantine for the fea, offering to fupply him
therewith. He reprefented to him, that he
could not do without a great maft, and four
, picces
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pieces of cordage. The governor promifed
him every thing, and had actually a maft cut,
which was brought from the woods by the
brigantine’s crew, and bid captain Vergor to
begin the mending of his fails, fhrouds, and
other things neceffary. This captain was
going to take his meafures in confequence,
when behold! captain Rous appeals to the
admiralty, where the brigantine is condemned
as a lawful prize. In aletter which M. Corn-
wallis has wrote to M. Defherbiers, com-
mandant of Cape Breton, when he returned
him captain Vergor, and the crew belonging
to the brigantine, with the arms of the foldiers,
who were part of it, he tells him, the admi-
ralty had pronounced this fentence of confif-
cation for having carried on an unlawful trade
in his Britannic majefty’s province. Thefe are
the words he makes ufe of.

We are of opinion, all difcuffions on a
queftion of this kind, may be difpenfed with.
Here 1s an armed veflel, on the king’s fer-
vice, commanded by an officer of his majef~
ty’s, attacked and fought, as in a time of
open war. We have too good an opinion of the
uprightnefs of his Britannic majefty’s inten-
tions to afcribe, to any order of his, an enter-
prife, fo directly oppofite to all laws. And,
we make no doubt, but, upon being informed
of th.e faé’cg, the greateft reliance may be had
on 'hls equity ; not only with refpect to the
juftice, and fatisfaction due for the faid cap-

tures
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tures ; but alfo, the orders proper to Le given
to prevent the like exceffes for the {usare.

Extrait of a letter from captain Rous,. ciit-
mander of bis majefly’s floop the albany,
dated from Chebuto harbour iz Nova
Scotia, O&ober 31, 1750 .

THE next day, after I had left John’s:
river, in doubling cape Sable, about
non, Idifcovered a brigantine and a <hioner
coming round this cape, about two miles from
the coaft, fteering north-weft: and as I had
notice given me of a pyrate brigantine being
on this coaft{, I immediately began to chace
in order to fpeak with her. They no focner
perceived us, than they made a fignal to the
fchooner which was in company, and which
in confequence changed her courfe to weft
fouth-weft. Being arrived within diftance of
a random fhot, the brigantine fteering weft
north-weft, I fired a cannon acrofs the ftern
of the brigantine in order to bring her to ; the
fchooner bearing away with all her fuils. The
# This extract was given to his majefty’s minifter,
by the Englith ambaflador, by way oi excufe for the
condu’t of the Englith.
Captain Rous alters the f3&s, and fupprefes many of+
fential circuinftances; yet, he canunot help confeiling
himfelf the aggreflor.

s It is by Means of this bad excufe that the Eng-
lith have always endeavoured to glols over their hoft:itiics

by fea. .
L brid
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brigantine fet up French colours immediately
and anfwered with a cannon thot; the fchooner
did the fame without putting up a flag. Be-
ing come within cannon fhot, I fired another
cannon before her ftern ; upon which they
anfwered ftill with another fhot, lowered
their main fail, and furled it, in order to
make room for their fmall arms and make
ready for an engagement Being come near
enough to them I hailed them, but they
made no anfwer: I then gave orders for the
firing a fix pounder, and went on hailing ;
while this was doing, being come very clofe
to her, the brigantine turned to our ftar-
board, and tacking a little to the fouth in
order to prefent us her larboard, fhe fent us
all her volly of cannon and fmall arms; while
we continued hailing without receiving any
anfwer. I immediately returned the compli~
ment, and they continued the fight during
two hours and a half; after which fome body
cried out to us in Englith that they would fire
no longer. I ordered them therefore to come
to, and I fent on board the lieutenant, who
returned with the captain of the brigantine
and his papers, by which I found that this
{hip was a French brigantine, called the St.
Francis, of about an hundred and twenty
tons, carrying ten guns and four fwivels, her
crew confifting of fixty men including thirty
foldiers ; that this veffel had been laden at
Quebec with arms, ammunition, cloaths, and
provihons



(75)

provifions for the Indians, and was armed, in
order to convoy a fchooner which had the fame
lading, and which got away during the fight.

I brought this brigantine into this port,
where the has been condemned as a lawful
prize by the court of admiralty, as carrying on
a contraband trade ; which your lordthips will
fee by the copy of the faid court’s fentence
here annexed.

We had two men killed and one wounded
in the engagement. The brigantine had fix
killed and feven wounded. 'The mafter or
commander of the brigantine fays fhe is a
king’s fhip; but he has no brevet, and only
an order of the governor of Canada to take
upon himfelf the command of this veffel, in
order to convoy the fchooner to John’s river ;
and after he had landed the ammunition and
prefents for the Indians, to return into the
harbour of Quebec to be laid up.

I am alfo to acquaint your lordfhips, that
on my laft coming here I met his majefty’s
frigate the Tryal, returning from her cruize
in the bay Verte, where fhe had found the
8th of Auguft laft a French boat called the
London of Canada, commanded by captain
le Cras: upon examining her papers, they
found that this veffel had been employed in
introducing warlike ffores, provifions and
merchandizes into his majefty’s province for
the ufe of the Indians; and for thefe reafons
the Tryal took her and brought her in here,

L2 where
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where fhe was confifcated by his majefty’s
court of admiralty for having carried on an
ticit trade.

NUMBER 1V.

Extrad of aleticr from M. de I jangzzzere,
geoernor oj Conada, to M. Gernwallis,
gover '10, of INova Scotia, dated at Quebec,

April 2, 1750,

T hwe acquainted the king, my mafter,
# with the crders I had given “to the officers,
to whom I gave the command of the faid
nol not to Tuder that any {vitlement fhould
be = ade tiore by any body whatfoever 5 and

sie ouy fuch atiempt, by force of
orn, after ¢iving notice to thofe who would
fzin give the cm any difturbance, of what I have
uf’c now ment tion \,d to you, however, Wlth-

HE (a h time as thc ¢onrniflanies, who have
heen already rzmed, have fettled the bounda-
ries of Acudia vith New iicnce. Thefe
bou"xdarxcs huve nezver been feitled yourfelves
wiee reas  cc.nnubiaries have been
icmmed  for taat purpofe. Ir 15 on that
accot, t‘na- I am warranted, in fending
trooes to querd the faid pofts, till the decifion
of tbP two crowns.

I hope you will refle@ ferioufly, on
what I mention to you. Nor, do I doubt

- " but
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but you will acquaint the king your maf-
ter with whatever paffes. And, whereas you
tell me, that till you receive his orders, you
will do your duty: I alfo tell you before-
hand, that I fhall not be wanting in doihg mine.

I have been juft informed, that the Sieur
Goram, has taken the Abbé Gerard, re¢tor of
Copequit, prifoner. I know not the reatons,
why fuch a ftep has been taken ; but, as he
is a fubject of the king, my mafter, 7 defire
you will fend him, without lofs of time, bacit
to his country.

A MEMORIAL, containing complaints
from England, and delivered to the Mar-

quis de Puyfieulx the 7th of Fune, 1730,
by my lord Albemarle, : ‘

¥ 'H E underwritten ambaffador, extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary, from his ma-
jetty, the king of Great-Dritain, has reccived
orders from the king his mafter, dated Ha-
nover, the 26th of laft month, to reprefent to
the court of France, how much he is furprifed
at hearing the violent proceedings of the
French in America, under the authority and
direction of M. dela Jonquiere, who has rea-
dily avowed them.

M. Cornwallis, governor of Nova Scotia,
informs the duke of Bedford, by a letter dated
the 1ft of May of this year, that the French
have taken pofleffion of all that part of Nova

Scotia,
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Scotia beyond the bay of Fundi, () from the
river ChigneGo to that of St. John, making
the firft the liimits of that province.

They have reduced Beaubaflin to afhes,
and carried to the other fide the river the inha-
bitants with their effects; (4) compelled them
to take up arms, and formed them into com-
panies ; fo that the fieur Lacorne, a F rench
officer has at that place under his command,
a body of two thoufand, five hundred men,
made up of regular troops, Canadians and
Indians.

The fieur de Lacorne and father Loutre, a
French miflienary, have made ufe of repeated
and innumerable promifes and menaces, in
order to perfuade all the inhabitants of the
province to leave the country (¢).

The inhabitants declare openly their ab-
horrence of thefe proceedings; but the
fieurs de Lacorne and Loutre, threaten
them with a general maffacre from the Jn-

{a) They have not taken poffcion of it: whercas by
the confeffion of the Englifh, they were poffefled of it,
at the time of the treaty of Utrecht, But M. de la Jon-
quiere has fent a detachment to prevent the Englith them-
felves, from executing the projedt they had formed, in
order to feize it.

{4) By Beaubafiin is here underftood, 2 French habi-
tation, fctiled at Chigne&o, which the French were un-
der a necefiity of relinquithinz. To burn one’s felf in the
confufion, and fright occafioned by an invafion cannot
be reckoned a hoftile aét.

(c) How can this defertion, of a country poflefled by
the French, be reconciled with the invafion laid to their
charze, .
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dians, if they remain in the province. They
fupport, and protect openly the Indians, our
declared enemies. who enlift under the ban-
ners of France. They detain the king’s
fubjects, () his officers and foldiers, prifoners.
They excite the king’s French fubjects to a
rebellion ; and thofe who remain loyal, the
threaten with deftruction. They fend their
Indian flaves all over the country, where they
are guilty of all forts of outrages.

They have fet fire to the towns acknow-
_ ledged by themfelves, to appertain to his
majeity. ‘

Governor Cornwallis fent the fieur Lau-
rence, major of foot, with a detachment to
Chignetto ; where he arrived the 20th of laft
April. They faw the French fet fire (¢) to the
town of Chignecto, French colours planted
on the ditches ; and, the fieur de la Corne at
the head of his detachment, braving major
Laurence ; and declaring, that he would de-
fend to the laft, that ground as belonging to
France. -

The fieur de Lacorne, having {ent to defire
a conference (f) with the fieur Lawrence,

(d) The ambaffador fhould have named fome, but he
eould not.

(¢) There was no toawn in ghe Ifthmus ; and the only
fire was, that of fome cabin’s built at Chigneo, and
which the Indians had fet fire to, when they wete obliy-
ed to fly together with the French, who were attacked
by M. Cornwaliis.

(f) If it was tae ficur de Lacorne that demanded the.

the
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the latter, accompanied by two captains of
foot, went to meet him, and demanded by
whofe orders he had thus come into his ma-
jefty’s territories and committed fueh acts of
violence. The fieur de la Lacorne anfwered ;
it was by thofe of M. de la Jonquiere, who
had alfo commanded him to take pofleflion
of Chippodi, John’s river, Man-rem, Cooke,
Pitcodiack,” and of all that country, as far as
the river, which was on the right hand of
major Laurence, as belonging to his moft
chriftian majefty ; or at leait, that he was to
keep and defend it as fuch, (g) till fuch time
as the limits were fettled by commiffaries ap-
pointed for that purpofe.

Thongh the fieur Laurence had under his
command a detachment of regular troops,
very little inferior to that commanded by the
fieur Lacorne, he forebore committing any
hoftilities in obedience to the king’s orders
for that purpofe. (4)

conference, it muft be concluded, he did not come to °
attack. The ficur Cornwallis was there before him.
What was he come there for? Whereas, till then at
leaft, the country had been pofleffed by the French.

(¢) That is the plain truth, to keep, and defend
is not invading. -

(h) Why did not thefe orders prevent his advancing
fo far? He acknowledges the fieur de Lacornes detach-
ment, to have been fuperior to his own; might not rhis

. detachment have been the caufe of fo much moderation ?
The marquis de la Jonquiere had then acicd right, in
{ending troops to oppefe the invafion,

The
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The king cannot perfuade himflf, that
thefe aéts o_% violence have been committed
with the knowledge of the court of France,
and he is fo fully convinced of his moft
chriftian majefty’s equity, and his defire to
maintain a good underftanding between the
two crowns, that he affures himfelf the moft
chriftian king will readily fhew his dlfappro-
bation of fuch conduét.

Governor Cornwallis has never made, nor
defizned to make any fettlement out of the
limits of the peninfula (¢) which the French
before, never pretended to belong to them=
the king having had no intention, in forming
a fettlement in his province of Nova Scotia, to
encroach on the rights of bis moft chriftian ma-
Jefly, or to take jorczé/e poffellion of a country,
of which the king bad referred the right of
propriety to the desifion of the commz/o"rzps }
appointed for that purpofe 5 before it was poffi-
Ble for them to have met in order to proceed to
the fettling of the limits.

The underwritten ambaffador has ordres to
demand that the condu¢t of M. de la Jon-
quiere be difavowed: that. pofitive orders be
fent him immediately to withdraw his troops
and the Indians under his authority from the
places which belong to Great Britain ; that

(¢) Thisis pofitive, and by the confeffion of the Eng-
lifh, they could at leaft, make no innovation on the con--

tinent, before the dec;ﬁon of the commiflaries. Have
they waited for this decifion?

M ' amends



(82)
amends be made for the aéts of violence
which have been committed, and the damage
which the king’s fubjects have fuffered : and
his majefty is perfuaded, that the court of
France will make no difficulty, to give the
underwritten ambaffador the duplicate of the
orders, which will be fent to the governor of
Canada, that he may tranfmit them to his
court. Done at Compeigne the 7th of July

1750.
Signed ALBEMARLE.

The Marquis de Puylieulx’s letter to my Lord
Albemarle, by way of preliminary anfwer
to the complaints abovementioned, till his
majefly bad received from Canada the parti-
culars of the faéts which bad given occafion
to them.

Compiegne, June23, 1756,

SiRr,
IN the memorial which your excellency,
has given me concerning the complaints
of M. Cornwallis, governor of Acadia, are
contained many facts: fo contrary to the equity
of his majefty, and the inftruéions of M. de
la Jonquiere, that if they are found to be fuch
as they are reprefented, the king will take
care, juftice thall be done to his Britannick
majefty’s fubje@ts, and will give fuch frefh
orders, as will prevent the rife of any difpute
of
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of what kind foever, between the two nations 3
his majefty being thoroughly perfuaded his
Britannick majefty will give, on his fide, orders
to the fame purpofe.

Give me leave, Sir, to tell you I cannot be
prevailed upon to believe but that the facts are
expofed with too much exaggeration, and from
my knowledge of M. de la Jonquiere’s pru-
dence, and the inftru&ions which he has, I
am forry M. Cornwallis has not applied to
him for redrefs, before he had made complaints
to his court. -I fent your memorial as foon as
I received it to M. Rouillé, and defired he
would take the proper fteps, to be informed
in a {peedy and precife manner, of what has
pafled at Canada, fo as I may be enabled to
give your excellency a more pofitive anfwer.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Signed Puvysieuwrx.

P. S. Might not M. Cornwallis have at-
tempted to form fettlements on the places that
are in difpute, or even on the king's territo-
ries ? :

A letter wrote by M. Rouillé to M. de la Jon-
quiere, @ copy of which was given to my
Lord Albemarle the 15¢h of July 1750.

Sir, * Verfailles, fuly 11, 1750.
ISend you here inclofed, geycopy qu a
memorial which was delivered by the Am-
baffador of Great Britain, to the.Marquis de
M 2 Puyfieulx,
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Puyfieulx. You will there fee the complaints
which the Britith court has exhibited con-
cerning what has paffed on the frontiers of
Acadia and Canada. If any French have
been guilty of the outrages mentioned in thefe
complaints, they would deferve punifhment,
and the king would make an example of
them. “Tis therefore his majefty’s defire,
that you fearch into the truth of what has
pafied on this occafion, with all pofiible ex-
altnefs, and, that by the firft opportunity you
enable me to give him a particular ac-
count of the whole.

1 am likewife, by the king’s command, to
remind you at the fame time, of the orders
which his majefty has already given you
feveral times, concerning the conduét which
you are to obierve with refpect to the Englifh ;
efpecially in whatever relazes to the bounda-
ries of the rcfpective colonies, till they have
been finaily fctiled. At the fame time, that

ou maint. ~ his juft sic hts againft all attempts
made to fubvert them, you are not to attempg
vourfiiany ivegthat imighebe contrary to the
riziuie of he En i 5 you are to thew them all
tiie regard, thatis compatible with the honour
o’ the nation, and the prefervation of its poffef-
fions ; to take fpecial care that the officers,
~whom you fhall detach to the pofts that are
in the neighbourhood of the Englith colonies,
conduét themielves on the fame principles: and
in fhort, to avoid every thing that may give

any
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any reafonable ground of complaint againft
you. His Britannick majefty muft have, as
I told you before, ordered his governors to
behave in the fame manner towards you.
"Tis to be hoped that every thing will pafs on
both fides agreeable to the views of their ma-
jefties, towards maintaining the union between
both nations. I ftill repeat it, his majefty re-
commends to you to do nothing that may
difturb it. I am, &c.

Signed Rouillé.

MEMORIAL in anfwer to the complaints
of England, and given the 15th of Sept.
to my Lord Albemarle *.

N the anfwer to the memorial given at

Compeigne, by the earl of Albemarle to:
the marquis de Puyfieulx, concerning the com-
plaints exhibited by M. Cornwallis, governor
of Acadia; notice has been taken of two things
very material.

1. That with refpe to the violent proceed-
ings laid to the charge of the French officers
by this governor, and to rely entirely on his ex-
pofition alone, was not equitable: that his
majefly would caufe an account to be given
him of what had pafled, and, if the fats
complained of, thould prove true, his majefty

# An exal account was received at that time of what
bad pafled in America,

would
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would not hefitate to have a due reparation
made,

2. With regard to the principal objedt,
relative to the limits, that his majefty was
going to renew the moft pofitive orders to
the marquis de ia Jonquiere, that the French,
of his government, do behave in every re-
fpect, in the manner that is moft agreeable
to the good underftanding fubfifting between
the two nations, and the intentions of his
majefty, towards eftablithing it on a folid
foundation : in hopes, that his Britannic
majefty would be pleafed to give reciprocal
orders to the governors of his colonies, that
they would condut themfelves on the fame
principles.

It was not poffible as yet, to receive the
verification which his majefty has commanded
to be made. But fuch letters are received from
the Marquis de la Jonquiere, and M. des
Herbiers, who commands at I'lIfle Royal, as
will enable the Britith minifters to be them-
felves judges, how far the obfervations, juft
now mentioned, have been grounded.

So early as the month of March, M.
Cornwallis made preparations for a confi-
derable armament, and he even fent for that
purpofe to Bofton, to defire a reinforcement
of part of the militia of that colony.

Towards the month of April, he thipped
on board {everal tranfports, under the con-
voy of the Albany of eighteen guns, fome

troops
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woops . witn. fome field pieces, command-
ed by major Lawrence, in order to attack
the chevalier de Lacorne, a captain in the
troops of Canada, in the pofts which he
held on the continent, to make themfelves
mafters of the pofts, and compel the French
inhabitants, and Indians, to fubmit to the
conditions, which he would think proper to
impofe on them.

The apparatus of this armament, and the
menaces, which had preceded on the part of
governor Cornwallis, who made no fecret of
his project, had provoked the refentment of
the favages, and alarmed the very inhabitants
of fome parts of Acadia, who were already
frightened at the innovations and propofals of
this governor ; to that pitch, that the veffels
having come to an anchor in a haven of the
French bay, called Le Grand Marmgowin,
and one of them having feparated from the
reft and advanced towards Beaubaflin, the
inhabitants of this place refolved on abandon-
ing the place, and the favages immediately
fet fire to it. This affair happened the 2d of
May.

The fame day major Lawrence landed the
Englith troops at the point of Beaufejour on
the continent : the captain of the coaflt went
to fpeak to them with a white flag; repre-
fented to them how -thefe lands belonged to
France, and that he had orders not to fuffer

them to remain there.
The
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'The Englith then defired to {peak with the
French commandant: the chevalier de La-
corne, who, having had an account of their
march, was come to this place, defired, of
himfelf, to have a conference with the Englith
commander. After fome parleys among the’
{ubaltern officers, major Lawrence agreed to
the conference, and the chevalier de Lacorne
went half way to meet him.

The Englith commander exprefled to the
chevalier de Lacorne, his furprife at the fire
of Beaubaffin, and at finding the French on
Englith territories: and that he had orders
from general Cornwallis to defire he wouid
evacuate the place, and that it was ating in’
a manner contrary to the law of nations and
good faith, to come on thefe grounds and to
perfuade the Indians to make war on the
Englith.

The French commandant’s anfwer to ma-
jor Lawrence was, that Lic ought not to be
furprifed at finding him in the pofts which he
held, inafmuch as M. de la Jonquiere had ac-
quainted M. Cornwaliis with it; that it was
without any foundation ‘he laid the motions
of the Acadians to his charge, in which he
had no more {hare than in the fire of Beau-
baffin, of which the favages only were the
authors. As for the reft, he had orders to
fuffer no defcent to be made on this coaft
which belonged to France, and to repel force
by force.

Upon
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Upon this the two commianders parted,
and major Lawrence immediately made a
fignal to his troop to reimbark, which was
executed.

Suchi are the exa&t particuldrs of what
paflfed in this adventure, on the occafion of
which M. Cornwallis thought proper to be
the firt to make complaints. They agree
with what he has himielf faid concerning the
march of his troops : but it refults therefrom,
that the French have not entered the peninfula
of Acadia as it had been advanced ; that they
have had no fhare in the exceffes committed
by the Savages, or in the motions of the Aca~
dians; that M. Cornwallis ought to afcribe
.them folely to the condu& which he obferved
towards both people, and that it is with great
injuftice he lays them to the charge of the
French. , .

What is here advanced in relation to the
conduct of that governor, they are not igno-
rant of in London ; the relation of it having
been made public there. -

The difpofitions and obje¢t of M. Corn-
wallis’s armament were inferted in the Gas
zette of Bofton in New Englanc, where it
was confidered as an a& of hoftility on his

art.
P Letters from Hallifax, contatning riot only
a detail of all the preparations made for this
expedition, but alfo the circumftanees of an ad-
vetitnre which had pre;gded in the intefior parg

of
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of the peninfula between fome of the Englith
troops and fome of the Savages, appeared in
print in London the 26th of laft Auguit.

Thefe very letters are an evidence of ge-
neral Cornwallis’s acting as in an open and
declared war againft the Savages, againft
the inhabitants of his government, and even
againft the French, who are the king’s fub-
jelts.

*Tis moreover known it was a genera! re-
port in that country, that the fame governor
was to form more enterprizes. And from a
letter which he wrote the marquis de la Jon-
quiere the 5th of May, O. S. of which a copy
is here annexed, ’tis plain his difpofitions were
far from being peaceable.

The king is entitled to expet from the
juftice of his Britannick majefty, that he will
be pleafed to give directions that M. Cornwal-
lis do behave himfelf with more moderation,
and in 2 manner that is agreeable to the inten-
tion of the two crowns, fo as peace may be
maintained, and that he will not {uffer him to
‘indulge himfelf in ads of violence fo contrary
to the ftipulations of the treaties of Utrecht, of
Aix la Chapelle, and to the fpirit of the com-
miflion eftablithed at Paris.

Theking reiterates his affurances in this place,
“that if his officers were guilty of enterprifes of
this nature, fo long as they fhall not be com-
pelled toit in order to repel force by force, his
aajefty would not hefitate a inoment to punith
thf_:m
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them in an exemplary manner. He has
caufed his intentions on this head, to be both

explained. and renewed to them, in fuch a
manner ‘that they will be certainly obeyed : It
may be alfo depended on, that in their inter-
courfe with the officers of his .Britannic ma-
jefty, they will never fall into fuch declama-
tions as would not be allowable, even in the
bloodieft war. .

It is left to his Britannic majefty, to
judge of the ftyle of M. Cornwallis’s letter
to M. de la Jonquiere, Dated HALIFAX,
Mﬂy 5) (0- S‘)

We fhall conclude with obferving that
M. de la Jonquiere, on reception of the king’s
orders, which were exchanged laft year with,
thofe of the king of Great-Britain, for the
exchange of prifoners, has immediately caufed
all thofe who were in his power, to be put
into the hands of an Englith officer, belong-
ing to the government of New-York, and
given the moft peremptory orders through-
out all'his government to make the ranfom
of the prifoners, who were among the fa-
vages, as ealy as poffible to the Englith.
In order to thefe operations, he has not even
waited to have the fuseties which he would
have been entitled to require of the Englifh
governors. . And from thence, the Britith
miniftry may form a judgment of the French

2 80
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governor’s private difpofitions, and of the orders
which have been given him in every thing
relating to the union of both nations. '

"T'was hoped, the Englith governors would
have acted with the fame good Faith, and the
fame exalinefs, in fending back the French
prifoners ; and, it is not doubted, but
the court of England, will at all events,
think proper to give freth orders, relative
thereto,: to prevent all complaints on this fub-
ject hereafter. '

NUMBER V.

Extral of the interrogatories of the four Eng<
Yith traders, taken upon the territories of
France *,

N the year 1751, and the 19ith of the

month of June, before Noon, in the pre-
fence of us, the Marquis de la Jonquiere
commander of the Royal and Military order
of St. Lewis, Chef d’Efcadre of the naval
forces, governor and lieutenant general for the
king, of all New-France, lfle Royal, and its
appendages, lands, and countries of Louifi-
ana; being prefent, the baron de Longueil,
governor of the city and government of

Montreal, and M, Varin, commiffary of the

* Thele interrogatories_prove that the governor of
Philadelphia ufed to give to the Englith traders, miffions
to traffick on the French territories, and that he had an
emiffary who was charged to make prefents to the fava-
ges of thefe territories, in order to excite them to a war.

marine,
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marine, and head-magiftrate of the fame city ;
in our cabinet at the caftle of Vandreuil, where -
we live, in the faid city of Montreal.
~ We have caufed to be brought before us,
four Englifhmen, &c.——— Being affifted
by Daniel Jofeph Maddox an Englifh intrepre-
ter, duly fworn, maintained by the king, in
order to ferve us in the faid capacity, whom
we have fent for, in order to interpret the
interrogatories ; which we are going to make
to the faid Englith, and their Anfwers. To
which we have proceeded feverally, in the
following manner.

1. Came before us an Englithman, to whom
we gave to underftand by the means of the
faid Maddox, that we required his oath to
fay the truth, which he took immediately,
laying his hand on his breaft, according to the
laws and ufages of Great-Britain, by which he
promifed, and fwore he would fpeak the truth,

Called upon to declare his name, firname,
age, profeflion; town of his birth, of his refi-
dence; and; on what government it de-
pends.

" Anfwered, That his name was Luke Ir-
win; 28 years of age, that he is a travelling
merchant, a native of Ireland; an inhabitant
of Philadelphia, government of Pennfylvania.

1. Being atked how long he has been
away from Pennfylvania; .where he went
when he fet out from thence,. and where
he propofed to have gone to?, ‘

~ ’ Anfwered,
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Anfwered, That he' does not precifely re-
member the day of his departure, but that
it was in the month of Auguft, of the laft
year; that he went firft to the village of
the Chavanous on the fair river.

2. Being atked in whofe company he was
when he left Penfylvania, and what was his
defign, &c.

Anfwered, That he was in company with
two Englith merchants, and f{ix indented fer-
vitors of the fame nation, in order to carry
the goods, which they were fupplied with, to
the favage nations; and, that their defign
was, to get rid of them immediately, in order
to make their whole returns in furs That
he had 2 printed licence from James Hamble-
ton, governor of Philadelphia ; to trade gene-
rally every-where among the friendly Indians
for which he had paid fifty fhillings to the faid
governor, &c.

3. Being afked, whether it be not true,
that he dealt his faid goods to the favage na-
tions, who have taken refuge on the Fair
river, la Roche river, and in the neighbour-
hood? Whether he has given them at a low
price, periuaded them they were finer, and
much cheaper than thofe of the French?
And how long he has carried on this traffick
with thefe nations.

Anfwered, That he dealt his goods to the
favage nations on the Fair river, la Roche
river and every where elfe he met with In-

diang
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dians. That he has let them have his com-
modities very cheap in exchange for their furs ;
that he has not depreciated the French goods,
but that the favages themfelves ‘make a great
difference between them.

4. Afked, Whether it be not true, that the
foregoing years and this, he has carried, by
order of the governor of Philadelphia, and
at the expence of the province, meflages,
ftrings of wampum, Englith flags and hatchets
to the faid favage nations, together with con-
fiderable prefents, and a quantity of rum,
in-order to induce thém to acknowledge none
but the Englith, to infpire them with
fentiments of hatred towards the French,
and influence them to their deftruction: pro-
mifing them for that purpofe, a fum cf money
for each French fcalp: If it be not like-
wife true, that he fpoke the Chevanon lan-
guage, Chavaguaronne, or the language of
the Iroquois, another language of the na-
tions on the White river, and feveral others :
and if in confideration of this, the faid governor
‘has not fent him to the Fair river, la Roche
river, and other places; in order to execute
his {chemes. : |

Anfwered, That he has carried to the
favage nations, fome wampum, batchets, and
rum to entertain them with. But, that he has
not carried them from the governor, either
mefages, ftrings of wampum, hatchess, or
-prefents, or rum. That this governor, in

: order
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order t0 carry bis mefages to the nations;
makes ufe of the fieur George Crocquen;
merchant, who is bis grand interpreter ; who
has always with him a Frenchman, called
Andrew Montour, by origin a Canadian, as he
heard it faid ; who attends him in his progrefs,
among all the favages, whofe languages he
fpeaks to perfection ; that he is ignorant as
to the faid Crocquen’s being now among the
Indians; but be knows, that be was not to
delay fetting out after bimfelf, by order of
the governor, to carry a meffage to the Mics
macs, and all the other nations: ‘That his
being deputed, was owing to * the Micmacs
having been laft year, with the faid Crocquen
at Vefkak, where he has a houfe, with fix-
teen other merchants, in order to defire
that he would receive them. And that the
faid Montour was going to aflure thefe nations,
on behalf of the faid governor, that they
fhould meet with a good reception from the
Englith. That he could not fay whether the
orders of this governor were to influence thefe
nations to the deftruction of the French, be-
caufe when he came away, the Micmacs were
not then arrived at Philadelphia; and that
nothing had tranfpired: that he talks Cha-
vanon, Chavagaronne, and feveral other [n-
dian languages, but that he has not been chofen
to be the bearer of the governor's meffage.
5. Afked, &c.

# The depofition of the fourth ; e
falfity of this excufe, witnels, proves the
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6. Afked if it is not true, that he was
on the Fair river with a number of Englith
traders, during the campaign made by M. de
Celoron, now major and commandant of the
Streight, in the year 1749; by the order of
the marquis de la Galiffioniere, commander
in chief of all New Frence, and its depen-
dencies ; that they were fummoned to with-
draw from the territories of the king our
mafter : that they were fsrbidden to return
there; and that the faid fieur de Celoronwrote
a letter to the governor of Philadelphia, to
acquaint him what he had done; and to
warn him, that if Englith traders thould
re-appear on the Kking’s territories, he would
not be anfwerable to him for the confe-
quences.
~ Anfwered, that he heard mention made of
the campaign of M. Celoron on the Fair River,
the prohibitions which he made to the Englith
traders, and the letter he wrote to the gover-
nor of Philadelphia. Butthat he did not think
himfelf obliged to conform to thefe prohibi-
tions, and that he conformed himfelf to the
terms of the permiffion which was given him
by his governor. )

Lefture was made to the faid Luke Irwin

of the prefent interrogagories, &c.

- Came before us an Englithman, whom we
caufed to be informed by the faid Maddox,
that we required his oath to f{peak the truth,
which he immediately took, his hand being
. O on
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on his breaft according to the laws and ufages
of Great Britain, by which he promifed and
fwore he would {peak the truth

Called upon to tell us his name, furname,
age, profeflion, the town he was born in,
that of his refidence, and to what government,
it belonged.

Anfwered, his name to be Jofeph Fortiner,
his age 26, that he was a hired fervant, a
traveller, born in and an inhabitant of the
town of Gergé, belonging to the government
of New York.

Interrogated on the firft interrogatory, which
was read to him word for word.

Anfwered, that he has been abfent from
Gerge thefe four years paft; that he haskept
the moft part of the time in the woods : that
in the winter he ufed to retire to the village of
Scaniris belonging to the government of Phi-
ladelphia ; that he has been with the Cheva-
nons of the Fair River, and wherever he could
carry on a trade with the Indian natives.

Interrogated on' the fecond interrogatory
which wes read to him word for word.

Anf{wered, that he came out with Michael
Tefte with an intent to trade with the favages ;
that he hired himfelf to the faid Tefte, in
order to help him to carry down his goods with
hishorfes. That he and the other Englithmen
whohave beentaken, burnt their bills of parcels;
that he cannot therefore tell us to what value

his amounted in goods ; that he had them from
: the
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the fame man that fupplied Luke Irwin ; that
he bad a licence from the governor of Philadel-
phia, which he left in his cabin in the villages
belonging to the nations, called in Englith
Vendack, fituated near the Chevanons.

Being interrogated on the third interrogatory,
which was read him word for word.

Anfwered, that he dealt his merchandizes
to the nations who have taken refuge on the
Fair River, and in the neighbourhood ; that
he never offerred to depreciate the Frenh goods
in the prefence of the favages, but that they faid
they preferred dealing withthe Englifh, becaufe
their goods were more beautiful and cheaper
than thofe of the French ; that he has been
but four years, as he told us, carrying on a

trade with thefe nations. _
~ Being examined on the eighth interrogatory,
which was read him word for word.

Anfwered, that in 1749 he was at the vil-
lage of Sefkina belonging to the govern-
ment of Philadelphia, where he heard mention
made of M. de Celoron’s campaign on the
Fair River, and that he has no knowledge of
what relates further to the faid interrogatory.

Le&ure being made to the faid Jofeph
Fortiner of the prefent interrogatories and his
anfwers, &c. '

Came before us an Englithman, to whom
we gave to underftand, by means of the faid
Maddox, that we required his oath to fpeak
the truth, which oath he took, &c.

Called
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Called upon to tell his name, &c.

Anfwered, that his name is Thomas
Bourke, his age 23, that he is a traveller,
a native of Cork in Ireland, and an inhabi-
tant of the village of Leinguefter near Phila-
delphia.

Interrogated on the firft interrogatory, which
was read to him word for word.

Anfwered, that it is almoft eight years fince
he came out of Ireland, that he has been
away from his village only thefe ten
months paft ; that he was hired to John Mar-
tin, an Englith trader on the Fair River, that
he fet out with two more fervitors to go
and trade, at three leagues from Otfendofket,
and that from thence he had propofed to return
home to Leinguefter.

Examined on the fecond interrogatory.

Anfwered, that his company confifted only
of the two Englithmen, of whom he has juft
made mention ; that the goods he had, in-
cluding the horfes, might have been com-
puted worth 1 500 livres ; that he had left the
whole at a {mall river, about two leagues from
where the Father de la Richardie has wintered
inthekeeping of two Englifhmenwhoran away,
leaving all behind them the moment they
were informed of their arreft : that thefe goods
belonged to the faid Martin, who had bought
thqm of two different merchants at Philadel-
phia, the name of one of whom is Chippé,
that be bad a pernsiffion Jrom the governor of

‘ Phitg.
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Philadelphia, and that he has left it at the
abovementioned river, with the goods.

Examined on the cighth interrogatory, &c.

Anfwered, that he has had knowledge of
M. de Celoron’s campaign on the Fair River,
and. the le:ter which he wrote the governor of
Pﬁilade]phia; that it was given to the fervitors
of George Crocquen firft interpreter, but that
he knows not whether it has been delivered.

LeGure being made to the faid Themas
Bourke of the prefent interrogatories, with his
anfwers, &c.

Came before us an Englithman, who after
having made oath, &c.

Called upon to tell us his name, furname,
age, &c. ‘ o

Anfwered, that his name is George Pathon,
that he is 20 years of age, a merchant tradin
withthelndians, a native and inhabitantof Wel-
lenfthon, in the government of Philadelphia.

Interrogated on the firft interrogatory which
was read to him word for word.

Anfwered, that he fet out from Willenfthen
the 24th of Auguft of laft year, Englith fiyle,
that he went to the Micmacs on La Roche
river, thirty leagues from the fort of the

Micmacs, as he thinks, with an intent to trade
with thefe favages. 7

Examined on the fecond interrogatory which
was read him word for word.

Anfwered, That he had two fervants with
him, and was in the company of an Englith

merciaant,
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merchant, who had five. That they all came
together to the river of la Roche, where they
wict with fifty Englith merchants or fervitors,
Iodged in the cabins of the Micmacs, the chief
of which is called the Damfel; that thcie
cabins are in a fort; that he had to the a-
mount of {even thoufand livres worth of goods,
and thathe came out provided with a permitfion
from the governor of Philadelphia # for which
he was made to pay a piftole. This permiflion
he left behind him in his box in his cabin at
the faid Micmacs.

Interrogated on the third tinterrogatory,
which was read him word for word.

Anfwered, that he dealt out his goods to
the Indians, who have taken refuge on the
Fair river, la Roche river, and the parts ad-
jacent. ‘That it was the firft time of his go-
ing to la Roche river ; that he carried on his
trade, exhibiting his merchandize, and agrec-
ing about the price with the favages, without
any intent to depreciate ti:¢ French goods.

% With regard to thefe permiffion, it is neceflary to
remind our readers, that they are {o many infringemen(s
of the laws cf trade founded on the treaties. The fa-
vages having no territory, may freely trade in all the
countries, Englith as well as French, as to the Euro-
pean nations, none can trade with the favages, but on
its own territory. Thefe letters of the Englith gover-
nor’s, given to traders, authorifing them to trade in the
countries which France is in poffeflion of, are therefore,
fo many encroachments ; thefe Englifh traders carried
on u fheer counterband trade, by the permiffion of their
govurnor.

Inter-
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Interrogated on the fourth interrogatory,
which was read hin word for vord.

Anfwered, that he has only heard it faid,
¢ That the governor of Philadelphia had given
¢ into the hands of Geurge Crocquen, great
¢ interpreter, merchandizes to the value of
¢ about a thoufand piftoles for the favages.’
That he ranges the woods in company with
the faid Mantour, a French Canadian, in
order to difpole of them to the refugee nations
of the Fair river and that of 1a Roche, and in
particular to the Micmacs; and that he ca:
fay nothing further as to the other fats con-
tamed in the faid interrogatory: denies his
underftanding any favage language.

Afked, if it be not true that he has been
arrefted in the fort of the Micmacs by order
of M. de Villiers, who commands at the faid
fort ; and that he went thither with an intent
to difpofe of his merchandize.

Anfwered, that he went to the fort of the
Micmacs, upon the favages telling him the
French would be glad to fee him; that he
was furprifed at being arrefted in the faid
fort ; that he wanted to purchafe there a gun
and fome tobacco, and that he, on that account
had brought with him five filk caps, a piece
of common holland, and twelve filk handker-
chiefs; and that the whole was feized by
the fieur de Villiers, as alfo his horfe ; that his
boots and portmanteau, where his cloaths
were, was left in an Indian cabbin, from

whence
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whence they were to have been fent to him,
to the Detroit ; but, that fince he has had no
account of them : he further fays, that another
horfe of his, mounted by a favage, who ferved
him by way of guide; was al{o feized,

Afked, if it be not true, that when he de-
termined to go to the French fort of the
Micmacs, he made prefents: or, that prefents
were made by fome body, to the Refugee
nations of the Fair river, or river la Roche;
in order to extract a promife from them, that
if he was attacked, or flopped, they would
take vengeance for it.

Anfwered, and denied the faid interroga-
tory, in all its contents.

Interrogated if it be not true, that the
goods, which were feized at la Croix, within
twenty leagues of the fort of the Micmacs,
belonged to him ; and that they are the fame
that are mentioned in the verbal procefs of the
fieur Montigny, an officer, dated the 2d of
December, 1750, of which we caufed leGure
to be made to him,

Anfwered, that he left his goods at la
Croix, that he acknowledges thofe mentioned
in the verbal procefs to be of the fame fort
with his, but in a much lefs quantity; that
for the reft, he does not know whether his
fervitors have carried off the reft, when they
ran away, or what is become of them

Interrogated on the eighth interrogatory
which was read to him word for word.

Anfwered,
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Anfwered, that he was not at the Fair
“river in 1749, but that he heard mention
made of M. Celoron’s campaign on that ri-
ver in the {fame year; and the prohibitions he
made to the Englith traders. That he alfo
heard, the faid Celoron wrote to the governor
of Philadelphia on that occafion; but that he
heard at the fame time that this letter was not
delivered to him; that the aforenamed Croc-
quen interpreter-general tore it, in order to
conceal the knowledge of it from him, and
to prevent his making any inhibitions in con-
quence thereof.

Le&ure being made to John Patton of the
prefent interrogatories and his anfwers, and
being called upon to declare if he will alter,
retrench from, or add to his anfwers; fays
they contain the truth, that he adheres to
them ; but notwi:hitanding adds that the faid
interpreter-general Crocquén, has at all :imes
endeavoured to influence the |ndians to the de-
ftruction of the French; and that at laft by the
dint of prefents he fucceeded in procuring the
maffacre of five of them in the upper countries;
that all thefe fteps were interrefted and taken
with a view to engrofs the whole trade, and
that the French micht be deterred from trad-
ing with the [ndins. o That with regard
to the lotteis which M. de Celeron wroze to
the governor of Philudelpiia, three of them
were intercepted by the faid Crocquen : left
if he came to th: knowledge of all his oro-

" P : ceedings
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ceedings 4 he fhould not fuffer him to go a-
mong the Savages, and has figned with us at
every page. As alfo M. the baron de Longueil,
M. Varin, the faid Maddox, interpreter, and-
our fecretary. Thus have figned John Patton
D. J: Maddox, la Jonquiere, Longueil, Va-
in, and St Saveur, fecretary.

NUMBER VL

Warning fent by the order of M. de Contrecoeur
captain of one of the Independent companies
of the Marine detachment ; commander in
chief of bis majefly’s troops on the fair River,
to the commandant of thefe of the King of
Great Britain, and carried by M. le Mercier,
April 16, 17354,

SIR,
Othing can equal the furprife I am in
at your attempting a Settlement on
the territories of the king my mafter; and
this is what induces me to depute to you,
the chevalier le Mercier captain of ca-
noniers, bombardiers, commandant of the
artillery of Canada; that I may be informed
by yourfelf Sir, by virtue of what order you
are come to fortify yourfelf on the dominions
of the king my mafter. This procedure ap-
% This has been added, in order to juftify the gover-
nor, it has been feen higher that this gentleman had

given to the value of a thoufand piftoles of merchan-
dize to Crocquen, to be diftributed among the Savages.

pears
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pears to me to be fo contrary to the treaty of
peace concluded at Aix-la-chapelle, between
his moft Chriftian majefty and the king of
Great Britain; that I am at a lofs to whofe
charge I am to lay fuch an ufurpation, as the
lands fituated along the Fair river belong in-
conteftibly to the moft Chriflian king.

Sir, 1 have been aflured, that your en-
croachment has been concerted only by a
company which had more the interefts of its
trade in view, than the prefervation of the
union and harmony that fubfift between the
two crowns, of France and Great Britain :
although the prefervation of it be of as much
importance, to your nation as it is to ours.

Sir, Be that as it may, if you are come
here provided with orders, 1 give you this
warnihg, in the name of the king my mafter,
by virtue of the orders which I'have from my
general for that purpofe; to withdraw peace-
ably with your troops from the king’s terri-
tories ; and not to return ; otherwife my duty
will oblige me to compel you thereto. 1
hope fir, you will not defer an inftant to
comply with this, (and that you will not lay
me under the neceflity of coming to the laft
extremeties ;) in which cafe fir, you may be
affured I will give orders that no harm {hall
be done you by ty detachment.

I am to tell you beforehand fir, that it
will be in vain to requeft an hour’s delay,
or thatI will confent to your waiting for the

2 orders
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orders of your governor ; he has none to give
on the dominions of the king my mafter.
Thofe which I have received from my gene-
rod are the rule I muft conduét myfelf by ;
and which I muft not deviate from. '

If on the contrary it fhould fo happen
that you heve no orders, and that you are
come only to trade: 1 am forry I muft tell
vou, that T fhall be under a neceflity of feiz-
ing you, snd contifvating your goods to the
pinit of the Savases, our children, allies and
Iricnds, as you have no right to carry on any
contraband trade.

This was tie reafon fir, why we arrefted
laft year two Englithmen who traded on our
territorics.  As for the reft, my mafter in-
fifts only on what is his right ; his intention
is, in no ways to difturb the good harmony
and the friendfhip, which fubfit between
his majefty and the king of Great Britain.

The general of Canada can give proofs of
Lis concurrence, in the prefervation of the
perfect union which f{ubfifts between thefe
two drendly princes; inafmuch as being in-
formed, that {ume Iroquois and Nepiffingues
of the lale oi tic two mountains, had ftruck
and deftroyed an Enghth family towards Ca-
reiina : he cauied the paflage to be ftopped,
and compelied them to furrender him a little
boy of this family, who vas the only living
one of it; and M, Ulrick, who was then

charged
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charged with a negotiation at Montreal,
brought him with him back to Bofton.

He has moreover, forbidden the Savages
to practice their ufual barbarities on the Eng-
lith with whom we are in friendthip.

Sir, I might make ufe of bitter complaints,
againft the inftigations employed all laft win-
ter to prevail on the Savages to take up
the hatchet and firike us, while we make it

‘our ftudy to preferve peace,

I am well aware fir, of the polite manner
with which you will receive M. le Mercier,
as well on account of his errand as his dif-
tin¢tion and perfonal merit. I expect you
will fend him back to me with one of your
officers, who is to bring me a precife an{wer,
figned by yourfelf.

As you have fome Savages with you fir, I
have fent along with M. le Mercier, an in-
terpreter, that they may be made acquainted
with my intentions in regard to them.

1 am, &c.
Done in the camp, Signed

“April 16, 1754.
CONTRECOEUR,

N UMB-
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"NUMBER VIL

A Copy of the orders given to M. de Fumon-
ville by M. Contrecaeur, May 23, 1754-.

W E, captain of the company of a de-

tachment of the marine, commander
in chief of the party on the Fair river; the
forts of du Quefne, prefque Ifle, and the river
Beeves.

The fieur de Jumonville, enfign in the
troops, is hereby commanded to fet out im-
, mediately with an officer, three cadets, a vo-
lunteer, an Englifh interpreter, and twenty-
eight men ; and proceed to reconnoitre till he
comes to the highlands. He is to follow the
courfe of the river Mononghela in wheel-car-
riages till he comes to the carthoufe : after this
he is to march till fuch time as he thall find out
the road, communicating with that which is
faid to have been made by the Englith.

The Savages give out that the Englith
are marching to attack us, which we cannot
give credit to, we being in peace. But if con-
trary to expectation it fhould fo happen, that
the fieur de Jumonville difcovered any mo-
tions the Englith were making on the lands
belcpging to the king’s dominions ; he is to
repair thither, and deliver them the meflage
which we commit to his charge. -

We
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We command him in fuch cafe to difpatch
to us before he delivers his warning a quick
runner, to acquaint us with what he has dif-
covered ; the day he expels to deliver the
meflage, and as foon as he has delivered it to
make what hafte he poffibly can to bring
us the anfwer.

If the fieur de Jumonville fhould hear it
reported that the Englith are going to the
other fide of the mountain % he is not to pro-
ceed beyond the high grounds, it not being
our intention to difturb them; and being
defirous to preferve the union fubfifting be-
tween the two crowns.

We recommend to the fieur de Jumonville
that he will be on his guard againtt all fur-
prife, as well from the Savages as the Englifh.
If he thould meet with any Savages, he is
to tell them he is walking out to fee what
pafles on the king’s territories, and inform
himfelf of the different roads, and he is to
give them inftances of friendfhip.

Done at the camp at fort du

Quefne, May 23, 1754.
Signed

CONTRECOEUR.

A copy of the warning of which M. de
Jumonville was bearer.

# The Apalachean Mountains. .
Warning
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Warning which the fieur de Fumonville, officer
of bis moff Chriflian majefly’s troops will
give to the commandant of the Englifb
troops, if he do meet with any on the lands
belonging to the king's deminion.

S1R,

HAVE been already informed by
the favages, that you were advancing
openly with an armed body of forces into
the king’s territories.  Although I could not
give any credit to fuch a report, yet as 1 ought
not to neglect any means whereby I may be
rightly informed, I detach the fieur de Ju-
monville, that he may fee if there be any
fuch thing, and in cafe he do meet with you
on the king’s territories, that he may warn
you in the king’s name, and by virtue of the
orders which I have for that purpofe from
my general, to retirc peaceably with your
troops ; otherwife you will lay me, fir, un-
der the neceflity of compelling you thereto,
and ufing all the means for that purpofe,
which fhall appear moft effeual, and con-
fiftent with the honour of the king’s arms.
The fale of the lands of the Fair river gives
you fo forry a title that I fhall be obliged,
fir, to repell force by force. -
I muft tell you beforchand, that if after
this warning which is the laft 7 fhall give
you,
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you, any act of hoflility fhall enfue, you muft
be refponfible for it: It being our intention to
preferve the union which fubfifts between two
princes in friendfhip. Whateverbe yourdefigns,
fir, I flatter myfelf you will give M. de Jumon-
ville all the inftances of regard which this
officer deferves, and that you will fend him
back to me immediately that I may be in-
formed of your intentions. I am, &c.

At the camp of
fort du Quefne, Signed Contrecccur.

May 23, 1754.

A letter wrote by M. de Contrecceur the 2d of
" June 1754, tothe Marguis du Quefne.

SiIRr, ,

INCE the letter which 7 had the ho-
nour to write you the joth of laft May,
wherein I told you that I expected M. de
Jumonville within four days: I have been juft
informed that this party has been taken and
cut off to the number of eight men, of whom,
according to the report of the Indians, M. de
Jumeonville is one.  One Monceau, a Cana-
dian, who has made his efcape, fays, that in
order to fhelter themfelves from the heavy
rains, they built themfelves cabins, where they
lay the whole night. The next morning,
about feven o'clock, they faw themfelves fur-
rounded by fome Englith on one fide, and
Q_ favages
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favages on the other: they received from the
Englith two difcharges, from the favages
none. M. de Jumonville defired, by the
help of an interpreter, that they would give.
over firing, as he had fomething to fay to
them. They gave over ; upon which M. de
Jumonville caufed the warning to be read to
them, which I caufed to be drawn up in or-
der that they might withdraw, and of which
I have the honour to fend you a copy.
While it was reading, the faid Monceau faw
all our people coming clofe to M. Jumonville;
{o as to forma plattoon between the Englithand
the favages. Monceau took this opportnnity
to get off, and to make the beft of his way
through the woods, and thus arrived partly
by land and the reft in a little canoe on Mo~
nonghela river.

This is, fir, all I could learn from Monceau.
The misfortune is, that our people have been
furprifed the Englith had difcovered them,
and were upon them before our people had
{een them.

I receive this inftant, fir, a letter from M.
de la Chavegnerie, which I have the honour to
fend you, yvou will fee by it, that we have cer-
tainly loft eight men, of whom M. de Jumon-
ville is one. 'The favages, who were prefent
at this action, fay that he was killed while he
liftened to the reading of the warning. He

~was fhot in the head; after which they pro-
ceeded to firike : intending to deftroy all our
people. The favages, who were prefent,

. threw
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threw themfelves between, and ftopped the
Englith ; otherwife they had all been cut off.
Mefi. Drouillon and la Force, are made pri-
foners. We are not yet informed whether
Mefl. de Boucherville and du Sable, both
cadets, are of the number of the eight who
have been flain.  This is the account which
we had from the favages.

I believe, fir, you will be furprifed at the
bafe proceedings of the Englith, to lay violent
hands on ambafiadors to affaffinate them, is
what has been never known among the leaft
civilized nations. ‘The nations are {o much
provoked atit, that they have defired my leave
to ftrike the Englith. My great comerade
is a Goyogwin chief, whom I fent to hold a
council in .his village upon the blow which
has been given us.

There is no doubt but the Englith are in
march with an army of five thoufand men ac-
carding to the report of the favages, who alio
affure, that their vanguard is always compofed
of fix hundred men, and that they are making
a great road for the eafier tranfporting of their
heavy cannon. As I have certain advice of
the Englith being on their march, I write
word to M. Pean, to ufe all poffible fpeed in
bringing up the prqvifions; and in the mean
time to fend us three hundred men, either by
land or water. I alfo write to M. de Carque-
ville, in cafc M. Pean be not at Tiadokouin,

_(U to
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to come with the fame number of men that |
defire of M. Pean. ‘

Had I omijtted procuring this intelligence,
which unfortunately coft our people their
liberty and lives, the Englith would have made
their approaches without being difcovered ;
whereas now we caution ourfelves againit any
thing that may happen. We are told the
main body is ftill at a diftance, and that they
wiil take up at leaft a moon to arrive here,
*Tis likewife faid that they fortify Tanariffon,
towards the fource of Mononghela river. This
is the difcourfe of the favages, who alfo give
out, that the Englith have ten Chseachas ;
thirty flat-beads of thofe who are neareft to
their colonies, and an hundred men of the
nation of Dags, all enemies to the nations on
this river, who are gr-atly exafperated at it.

Tis faid, the Englith defign to come and
build a fort, a bout half a league above us,
another at a good half league below us, that
is tofay, at the little rock ; and a third at fif-
teen or twenty acres from this place, along
the river Mononghclza, on the fame fide with
us.

I will do myfelf the honour to acquaint you,
with every thing that fhall happen, as often
as I am able, &c. '

NUMBER
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NUMBER VL
- Major Wafbington's Sournal.
HE 31t of March [ received a commif-

fion from his excellency the governor
(a) dated the 15th, appointing me to be licu-
tenant colonel of the regiment of Virginia, of
which Jofthua Fry, efg; is colonel, with direc-
tions to take the troops, then quartered at
Alexandria, under my command, and to lead
them on to the Ohio, in order to affift captain
Trent in erefting forts, and defending the
poffeflions of his Majefty againft the en-
croachments (4 ) and hoftilities of the
French. ‘
2d April. Every thing being got ready a-
greeable to our orders, we began our march
with the companies of foot commanded by
captain Peter Hog, and captain lieutenant
Jacob Vembraan, five fubaltern officers, two
ferjeants, fix corporals, a drummer, and an
hundred and twenty foldiers ; a ferjeant-major,
a Swedith gentleman voluntier, two waggons,
guarded by a lieutenant, a ferfjeant, a corpo-
ral, and twenty-five men,

(a) M. Dinwiddie, gove;nor of Virginia,
(4) Thefe encroachments, &c. confifted in defending
this country againft the invafion of the Englifh, and in

fummoning thefe people to retire,
We
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We fet out from the town on Tuefday at
noon, and we encamped about four miles
from Cameron, after having marched fix miles.

From the 3d of April till the 1g9th of the
fame month, this journal contains only the
march of the troops, and the juniion of a
detachment brought by capt. Stephens.

The 19th we met an exprefs, who was
charged with letters from capt. Trent on the
Ohio, requiring that a reinforcement might be
fent him with all the expediticn poffible, he
having had notice that a body of eight hundred
French was hourly expected. I waited at Job
Pearfal’s for the troops, which came up the
next day. On receiving the exprefs above-
mentioned, I difpatched a courier to colonel
Fry, in order to give him notice thereof.

The 20th [ went down to colonel Crefan’s,
where I difpofed the detachment in a proper
order ; and in my way I was informed of the
fort’s being taken by the French. This news
was confirmed, two days after, by captain
Trert’s enfign, M. Wart, who was obliged to
furrender himfelf to a body of above a thou-
fand French, under the command of captain
Contrecceur, who was come from Venango
(i French the Frefq ifle) with fixty battoes
three hundred canoes, and eighteen pieces
of artillery, which were erected into a battery
facing the fort, and then fummoned him to
withdraw,

M. Wart
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M. Wart informed me likewife, that the
favages perfifted on their firm attachment to
our interefts. He had brought with him two
young men of the Mingo nation, that they
might have the fatisfaGtion to fee that we were
marching with troops to their affiftance.

He alfo delivered, me the following mefiage,
which was fent me by the Half King (¢).
April 18, 1754, at the fort of the Obio.

The Half-King's fpeech. A belt for the go-

vernor of Virginia and Penfylvania.

Rothers, the Englifh, the bearer will let

you know how we have been ufed by

the French. We expected a long while they

would come and firike us; we now fee how

they propofe to behave towards us (d); we

are ready to flrike them even this moment;

and we wait only for your affiftance. Take

courage and come as foon as 'tis poffible, and

sou will find us as well difpofed to firike ticin
as you are yourfelves.

(¢) This is an Indian chief, on whom the Englith had
conferred this title of Hulf King, and whom they greatly
animated againft the French. .

(d) Thisis a confeflion with a witnefs, of the good-
nefs withwhich the French treated the rebell favages.
‘Thefe expected to be profecused : aftonifhed at the in-
dulgence of the French, they form a profpect of at.uck-
ing them, and communicate this r¢/olution to the

Englifh, 3

AV

a
o
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We have fent thefe two young men in order
to fee if you are ready to come ; and in that
cafe they will return to us, and we will give
notice where you are; that we may have
it in our power to join you, we could with,
if poffible, that the troops of the two provinces
met at the fort on the road. If you don’t
come to our affiftance now, we are utterly
undone: and ] believe we fhall never more be
able to come together. [ fpeak it in the
deepeft concern of my heart.

A ftring of Wampum.

The Half-King addrefled this fpeech to me
in perfon.

I am ready, if you think it proper to go
with thefe two young men to the two gover-
nors ; for I can no longer rely on thofe who
have fo long been gone and are not returned,
nor have fent any meflage.

A firing.

April 23. A council was held at Will’s
Creek, in order to concert meafures relative
to the news brought by M. Wart.

Examination being made of the news
brought by enfign Wart, and the fummons
fent by captain Contrecceur, commander of
the French troops: the meflages of the half
King, and the other chiefs of the fix nations,
being perufed, it appears, that M. Wart was
compelled to give up the aforefaid fort the
17th inftant to the French, whofe number
amounted to ahove a thoufand men, with eigh~

teen
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geen pieces of arfillery(e), fome of which were
nine pounders, which was the lefs to be won«
dered at, as the detachment of the Virginia
regiment, amounting to 2 hundred and fifty
men, commanded by colonel Wathington,
had orders to reinforce captain Trent; and
that thus the garrifon of the faid fort con-
fiftedbut of thirty-three effective men.

It was found impracticable tomarch towards
the fort withoutfufficient forces, and being very
warmly prefled by the meffages of the favages;
and efpecially thofe of the Half king, the pre-
fident propofed this as a {ubje@ of deliberation,
viz. whether it was not proper to advance as far
as Redftone Creek, called by the French, Creek
de laroche rouge, upon Mononghela,inFrench,
Malengueulee, about thirty feven miles from
the fort on this fide; and there to fortify our-
felves, while our people were clearing up the
roads, fo as to admit the tranfporting our artil-
lery and baggage: or to wait there for new or-

ers.
* It was refolved in the affirmative, for this
reafon : that the mouth of Redftone river is the
firft convenient place on Mononghela river ;
that the magazines defigned for the company’s
ftores are ready to receive our ftores and provi-
fions ; and that occafionally, the heavy artillery
may be tranfported by water, in cafe we fhall

fe) Captain Trent and enfign Wart had greatly ex-
aggerated the French forces; which was natural enough
to people who had abandaned their fort on a bare fum-

mon:s. R thinl;
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think it convenient to attack the fort. More=
over, this will guard our people againft the
evil confequences of inaction, and may be an
encouragement to the indians our allies, to ad-
here to our interefts. Upon this I determined on
fending M. Wart to the governor (f) with one
of the young favages, and an interpreter. I
thought it alfo incumbent upon me to inform
the governors of Maryland and Penfylvania of
of this news. I fent back the other indian to
the Half King, with the fpeech inferted in the
following letter.

Do the honourable Robert Dinwiddie, Efg;
Governor, General, &c.

SIR,

Wart, enfign in captain Trent’s com-
. pany, is this day arrived from Mo-
nonghela, and has brought the melancholy
news of the furrender of the fort the 17thin-
ftant on the fummons made them by captain
Contrecceur, at the head of a body of French
troops, confifting of above a thoufand men:
in his way from Venango, with eighteen
ieces of cannon, fixty battoes, and three
iundred canoes : and they have given leave to
all our people to retire, with all the working

tools ; which was done the fame day.
Being thus informed of this news, I called
& council of war in order to confider of the

{f) The governor of Virginia.
qoft
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moft proper meafures to be taken in thefe cir-
cumftances. I fend you a copy of the parti-
culars, and the refolutions of this council, and
have charged the fame exprefs with it, for
your more particular information. -

M. Wart is the bearer of the fummons and
the meflages of the Half King, in which I have
included the ftrings of Wampum ; he is attend-
ed by one of the favages, of whom mention
is made in thefe fpeeches, who has been fent
to view our forces, and to know the time they
might expe our coming. I fent back the
other favage with fpeeches.

I hope you will be fenfible of the abfolute
neceffity of fending us our forces as foon as
they fhall beraifed ; with a fufficient number
of canoes, of which fome mutt be large ; and
fome mortars for grenadoes, in order to be en-
abled to attack the French with an equal force.
Perhaps it might be proper to invite the Chero-
kees, Calivbales, and the Chicachas, to come
to our affiftance. As we are informed, that
the Iroquois and the Outawas are coming down
Sciodo Creck, in order to join the French,
who are to affemble on the Ohio. In that cafe
1 beg you will caufe them to be conducted
here in good order, that we may be able to pre-
vail on them to make peace with the fix na-
tions; for I am informed from feveral parts, that
there is no good underftanding amongft them,
and that if they thould be the firft at the Ohiq,.

(4
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it might occafion a good deal of diforder, and
to end our difadvantage.

We are fenfible of the great advantage of
a water carriage ; therefore I would beg the
favour of you to provide @ number of canoes
for that purpofe.

Captain Trent’s people are arrived this day.
They have been enlifted, by your orders, as
militia men. The officers had imprudently
promifed them twenty-four pence a day : they
will not ferve at prefent for lefs. M. Wart
will receive your orders on this fubject.

90 kis Excellency Horatio Sharp, Efg; go=
vernor of Maryland.

SIR,
Arrived here with a detachment of an

hundred and fifty men ; colonel Fry, with
the remaining part of the regiment and the
artillery is daily expeCted ; in the mean time
we will crofs the mountains by eafy marches,
and cut ourfelves roads as we advance (g);
fo as to render the tranfporting of our can-
non practicable. 'We propofe going to the
mouth of Redftone river, which falls into the
Mononghela, about thirty-feven miles on this
fide of the fort which has been taken by e
French, it being navigable to the Ohio.

(2) How could the Englifh pretend this country be-
Jonged to themn ? Su}ce they had not even rouds to con«
‘du&t them from their colonies thither.

There
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There is 2 magazine built at that place by
the Ohio company, which hereafter may
contain our ftores and provifions. ,
Befides the French forces above-mentioned,
there is reafon to believe from the reports
‘which we have received, that another party
is coming to the Ohio. We have alfo advice,
that fix hundred Indians, Chippoways and
‘Olloways are coming down the river Scioda
in order to rejoin them. ' ’
This is my anfwer to the Ipeeches of the
half-king : ’

Do the half-king, to the chiefs and warriors of
the Six Nations, chevanons and wolves, our
Jriends and our brothers.

Y Have received your fpeech by brother
1 Bucks, who came to us with'the two
young men in fix days after they had left
you. We return you our moft fincere thanks,
with hearts burning with affeGtion for you,
for your conftant attachment, your gracious
fpeech, and your wife counfels.

“This young man will acquaint you with
the place where he has met-a {mall part of
our army drawing towards your forts’; being
employed in clearing up the roads for a great
number of our warriors, Who' are rcady to
follow us with our heavy-artillery, our am-
unition and proviﬁ,ons, ‘

: I cannot
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- I cannot poftpone making our hearts
known to you. I therefore fend the young
man with this fpeech in order to acquaint
you therewith, having fent the other to the
governor of Virginia with your fpeech, and
and your belt; that he may be an eye-wit-
nefs of the preparations which we are mak-
ing, in order to come fpeedily to the affift-
ance of thofe, whofe interefts are as dear to
us as our lives. We acknowledge the cha-
rater of the #reacherous French; and our
condu¢t will evidently thew how much we
ave that at heart,

I fhall not be fatisfied unlefs T fee you,
before all our forces are affembled at the fort
which is on the way. ’Tis for this reafon
that I earneftly with that you, belt and ftrin
of Wampum, or at leaft one of you would
meet us on the road, as foon as poffible, to
aflit us in counfel. I prefent you thefe
firings to enforce my f{peech, that you may
call to mind how much 7 am your brother
and friend.

Signed Wathington
or, Conotocarious.

April 28. Received fome artillery which

were fent up to the mouth of Paterfon’s
river,

W:Ed;ll‘ hist probablydis an Indian name aflumed by M.
ington to render himfelf agreeable to the nati
whom he would fain feduce, o e e

Frons
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From April 29, till May 11, this ournal
contains nothing but marches, and other
matters not very interrefling.

Y YHE 11th of May; made a detach-

ment of a party of twenty-five men
under. the command of captain Stephens, and
enfign la Peyronie. They were direted to go
to Mr. Gifts and make exact enquiries where
la Force 1 and his party lay; and in cafe he
was in the neighbourhood they were to go no
farther, but to fecure themfelves. 1 ordered
them likewife to fearch carefully the furround-
ing woods, and to endeavour to nab fome ftrag-
lingFrenchman and to bring him, that we may
get fome intelligence ; alfo to endeavour to find
out whether ’tis poffible togo down the river;
and to look out for fome convenient place about
the mouth of Redftone river to build a fort on ;
to pay a vifit to the half-king; and to fend
him here with a fmall efcort. They were
likewife to get what information they could,
relative to the French and their fchemes :
what they had been doing, and what they

1 M. de la Force, is one of thofe French who at-
tended M. de Jumonville. He had been about the be-
ginning of May, detached with three other French, -
and fome Indians, in purfuit of fome deferters: and M,
Woathington had been informed of this by means of
the favages,

furtheg
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further defigned to do; 1 in fhort, to gather
whatever might tend to give us any informa-
tion.

12. We ftruck our tents and afcended an
eminence, where we halted in order to dry
ourfelves ; having been obliged to crofs a rapid
river, where the fmalleft of our men had
water up to their arm-pits.

An exprefsarrived withlettersacquainting us,
that colonel Fry was with a detachment of up-
wards of an hundred men at Winchefter, and
that in a few days he would fet out in order to
rejoin us ; likewife that colonel Jnnis was on
his march with three hundred and fifty men,
raifed in Carolina: Thatit was expeted
Maryland would raife ten thoufand pounds
{equal to fifty thoufand and five hundred
livres) to pay the foldiers of the other colonies;
by way of amends for its furnifhing no men;
and that governor Shirley had fent ix hundred
men to harrafs the French in Canada. %

I hope this will give them fome employ-~
ment; and will damp that fpirit with which
they fend parties to the river Ohio.

16. We met two traders who told us they
had retired through fear of the French, of
whom parties were often feen towards M.
Gifts habitaticn. Thefe traders are of opi-

1 If the Englith were ignorant of the defigns of the
French ; it follows, that the orders which M. Wath~
ingtpp_had to attack them, were not occafioned by any
beftilities they had committed.

# Behold the Englifh, always attacking.
nion
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nioh, with many others, that it is not poffible
to open a road for loaded carriages, from here
to Redftone river. '

17. This evening artived M Wart with
the young Indian from Williamfbourg; he
delivers a letter, in which the governor is
kind enough to approve of my meafures ; and
exprefles his diffatisfaction of captain Trent,
whom he has ordered to be tried for having,
without orders, deferted his men on the Ohio.
At the fame time the governor informed me
that captain Roy, with an independent com-
pany of a hundred men, exclufive of the
officers, was arrived ; that we might expect
‘them immediately, and that thofe of New-
york would join us in lefs than ten days.

This evening likewife, arrived from the
Ohio two Indians. They come from the
French fort, from whence they fet out about
five days ago: they bring word that the French
employ all their forces in building their fort,
which is raifed already elbow high, and two
fathoms in breadth ; the middle fpace being
filled up with earth, ftone, &c.

All the neighbouring trees have been cut
down and burned, and corn has been fown
in their room. By their own account they
are but eight hundred men; the Indians are
of opinion they were but fix hundred. A
greater number is expected in a little time.
They reckon they will then form a body of
one thoufand fix hundred men; with which

S they
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they fay they will be able to bid defiance to
the Englifh.

18. The waters being {till high, T could
not proceed with my people and my bag-
gage; which made me refolve on putting my
felf in a pofture of defence againft any im-
mediate attack § of the enemy; and to go
myfelf down to make my obfervation on the
river.

19. I difpatched to the half-king, the
young Indian returned with M. Wart, with

the following fpeech.
To the Hualf-King, &c.
B ROTHERS, I am rejoiced to hear of

‘your being on your march to affift me
with your counfels. Come on brothers; march
haftily towards your brother the Englithman;
for he is going to receive new fupplies, which
will protect you againft your treacherous ene-
my the Frenchman. ] muft fend my friends
to you, that you may be informed of the
agreeabie fpeech which was fent you by the
governor of Virginia ; he is much grieved at
the ill treatment which you have met with.
The waters are fo fwelled, we cannot repair
haftily to you; therfore I fend this young
man to invite you to come to us: he can
inform you of a great many things which he
has feen at Virginia, and the good ufage he

§_That this pretended enemy was not defirous of at-
tacking, appears from the foregoing papers.
- met
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met with from the moft confiderable of the
people. They have not behaved to him as
the French do to your people who vifit them at
their fort; I they deny them victuals: this
young man has had all his heart could wifh for,
As a confirmation of the truth of all this,
give you a ftring of Wampum.

20. I embarked on a canoe along with
lieutenant Weft, three {oldiers and an Indian
and having gone the {pace of half a mile, we
were obliged to land : where I met with Peter
Suver a trader, who feemed to difcourage me
from purfuing my fearch after a paflage by
water ; This made me alter my intention
of building cances. 1 gave orders to
march, the waters being low enough to pafs
over ; notwithftanding, 1 fill continued goin
down along the banks of the river, and find-
ing our canoes not fufficient to“contain fix
men, we ftopt and built a boat, by the means
of which and our other canoes, we got to the
Turkey-foot (in French, pie de Diude ). A-
bout eight or ten miles forwards, we met
with feveral little impediments which are of
no confequence, unlefs the waters fhould
ftill happen to fall. 'We pafed feveral places
fit for canoes.

1 Such then are the pnly ill-treatments which this
pretended Half-king could complain of. The French
did not chufe to receive into th.ir jort:, Ul-difpoted, and
perfidious Savages. As for tic re !, ‘e r- sption given
by the French to the savages, may be .olc.t i trom
Robert Stobo’s letter ; which we thall fee hereafter.

S 2 21.
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21. We fpent fome time in examining the
place which we found to be a very fit fituation
for a fort, being at the confluence of the three
branches, and meeting in moft places, with a
good foft cravel-ftone foundation. The plan
as it ftands here, is as good as I could draw
it, without he help of inftruments.

We went about two miles to view the
courfe of the river, which is narrow, has
many currents, is full of rocks, and rapid;
we crois’d it notwithftanding the water was
pretty high: from which I am apt to think,
that 1t weuld not be difficult to make it navi-
cable for canoes; though it would be attended
with iome trouble.

Beades this, we met with other rapid
ftreams ; but the water being lefs deep, and
the current more quiet, we pafled them with
eafe. After this we found few or no bot-
toms ; the mountains lie clofe to both banks
of the river. 'We went about ten miles lower
down ; when we found ourfelves ftopped by
a ftrong current, which obliged us to land.

(From the 22nd to the 24th. the Journal
contains nothing but a defcription of the
country.)

24. This morning arrived an Indian, ac-
corpanied by the young Indian whom I had
fent to the Half-king, from whom he
brought the following letter,

Ta
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To the firf} of his Majefly's Officers whom this

may concern.
“ S it is given out that the French
army is on its march, to meet M.
“ George Wathington ; I recommend to
‘¢ you, brothers, to be on your guard againft
¢ them ; for they propofe to themfelves to
¢ ftrike the firft Englifh they fhall fee % :
« they have been two days on their march
already, I cannot fay in what number.
« The Half-king, and the reft of the chiefs,
< will join you in five days to hold a council.
I fhall fay no more at prefent; but defire
my compliments to my brothers the
¢¢ Englith.”

_—

({3

[ 44

[{4

[ {4

Signed
The Hulf - King.

1 endeavoured to get as much information
as I could from thefe two young Indians as
to circumftances ; but received not much fa-
tisfaGion from them.

They tell me there are parties frequently
out ; but they know of no confiderable ones

s This is a device of this Savage. It is proved M,
Contrecceur remained at fort du Quefne. As to M.
Jumonville, he cannot be meant by this; fince he
fet out but the 23d: we have above feen his inftruc-
fons .

ceming
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coming this way. | The French go on raif-
ing their fort. What is towards the land is
well inclofed, but t. e part towards the water-
fide is much neglected, or at leaft has no
defence : they have ut nine picces of cannon,
and fome of the': very im 1. There is none
oi them mounzed : two of them are on the
rock, and tic cthers at fome diftance from
the fort on the land fide.

They report likewite, that they have fe-
veral fick among them, and that they cannot
find favages to guide their fmall parties to-
wards our camp, thefe Indians having given
them a denial. _

The fame day we arrived at the meadows,
where we met a trader; who told us he was
juft’ comne from Mr. Gift's, where he had
feen two Frenchmen laft night, aind that he
knew there was a fhrong dctachment on its
march. This conﬁuned the advices of the
Half king; I theicfoic caufed the troops to
retire behind two intrenchments which were
made by nature, and made alio the waggons
to <o intu the fame place.

‘Shc 25th I fenta fcoutmg party cn horfe-
back alony e -onls, and Jeve ol other fmall

ones to bar up the wood:. I gave i <fions
to tic i v.on to fearch the country well,
and to encioavour at e g iGINE telilzence

o. the L'rench; heif iorces, and their motionss

§ Anotier proof of the lye contained in the letter.

&Cg
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&c. At mght all thefe parties returned with-
out making any difcovery, although they
had’ been far enough the way, from which
this party is faid to be coming.

26. Arrived William Jenkms exprefs from
colonel Fry ; and a letter from colonel Fair-
fax, who writes me word that the gover-
nor himfelf, colonels Corbin and Ludruelt,
were arrived at Winchefter ; and defired to
fee the Half-king at that place : on which I
addrefs’d him fome fpeeches.

27. Mr. Gift arrnived early with an ac-
count, that M. la Force with fifty men,
whofe tracks he had difcovered at five miles
from this place, went yefterday to his habi-
tation ; and that they would have killed a cow,
and demohihed every thing at his dwelling,
had they not been hindered by two Indians to
whom he had left the care of his houfe. I fent
away on the fpot, a detachment of ﬁ\*y five
men under the conmmand of captain Hogg,
lieutenant Mercer, and enfign la Pcmme,
three ferjeants, and three corpora\s with in=-
{tructions.

The French had been making great en-
quiries at Mr. Gifts about the Halt king: T-
did not fail giving notice thereof to fome

oung Indians who were in our camp, which
had the effect I defired. ® I gave them to un-
derftand * that the French meant to kill the

% Itfeems an Impofture cofts M. Wafkington no-

thing : Here he takes pride in it.
T 1314
1ail~-
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Half-king : they offered to go, on the fpot, in
purfuit of the French with our people; and
in cafe they had infulted or killed him, one
of them was immediately to repair with the
news to the village of Mingo, and raife the
warriors to firike.  One of thefe young men
was detached towards Mr. Gift’s fettlement,
and in cafe he did not meet with the Half-
king at that place, he was to fend him a
fpeech by a Delaware. *

About eight in the evening I received an ex-
prefs from the Half- king, acquainting me that
as he was coming along to join us, they had
difcovered along the roads the tracks of two
men, who defcended into a dark bottom : that
he imagined the whole party was concealed in
the fame place. That moment I fent out a
party of forty men. I orderered my ftores
to be hid, left this might be a firatagem of
the French to attack our camp. 17 left a
-guard for their defence ; and with the remain-
der I fet out myfelf in the midft of a very
heavy rain ; the night being as dark as pitch,
and along a path fcarce large ensugh for
one man: we often went aftray, and were
fifteen or twenty minutes, before we could
find out the road again; and we often
knocked our heads together without {eeing
each other. We continued our march the
whole night; and the 28th about fun-rife,

% This is the name of an Indian nation.
we
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we arrived at the camp of the Indians; where

wer we had held a council with the Half-
king, we agieed to ftrike together,  In con-
fequence of this, he fent a couple of fcouts
to fee whereabouts they were, and in what

ofture, and to reconnoitre the neighbouring
grounds. After this we made our difpofition
in order to furround them § and we began
our march in the Indian manner, one after
another. We ha i advanced pretty near them
according to our fyftem, when they difcovered
us. I then gave orders to my troop to fire.
Mine was fupported by that of M. Wager,
and my troop and his received all that of the
French, during the beft part of the engage-
ment ; which held but a quarter of an hour,
before the enemy was routed.

We killed § M. de Jumonville the com-
mander of this party, with nine others: we
wounded one, and made twenty-one prifoners,
among whom were M. de la Force, M.
Drouillon, and two Cadets. The Indians
{calped the dead, and took moft of their arms.
After this we marched with the prifoners
and their guard, to the camp of the Indians;
where I again held a council with the Half-

1 It is then certain the Englifh had orders to attack.

§ M, Wathington is na fuch a fool as to be fincere
in his account of this tvanfaltion. Bu: e fhall e
Jower dowa, how he labrurs to juili’y himfelf; in
order without doubt, to filence the remorfes that ac-

cufed him. _
‘ T king,
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king. Here I acquainted him that the go-
vernor defired to fce him, and expected him
at Winchefter. His anfwer was; that
was impoffible for the prefent; his people
being in too imminent a danger from the
French, whom they had juft ftruck. ¥ That
it was neceffary he fhould fend couriers to all
the allied nations, to invite them to take up
the Hatchet ; which he did : and added there-
to a French fcalp which he fent to the Dela-
wares by one of their young people. This
man defired to have a part of the prefents
which were defigned for them ; and that the
reft might be kept for another occafion. He
propofed to himfelf to return to his fa-
mily; in order to condu¢t them and feveral
others towards M. Gift’s fettlement, where
was to fend fome horfes and men to affift
their coming to the camp. After this I fet
out with the prifoners ; they informed me that
they had been fent with a warning to caufe
me to withdraw.  This was a {pccious pre-
text trumped up in order to difcover our camp
‘and take a view of our forces, and our fitua-
tion. Their defign of reconnoitring us was
fo evident, that I could not help admiring

1 The French then were dreaded only becaufe it was
acknowlepged that they had been attacked; and that
they muit have had their revenge.

I The only hoftility with which the French are re-
proached, is thereforc an attempt to reconnoitre the
enemy, who was in march, and had orders to attack
them,

their
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their affurance, in declaring to me they wére
come with an embafly. Their inftructions
were, to také a view of the roads, rivers, and
the country all the way to Potomack : inftead
of coming like ambaffadors, in a public and
open manner, they come with the greateft
fecrecy, and feek the moft hidden places
of retirement (), and much more fuit-
able for deferters than ambaffadors; they
encamp in thefe places; théy remain there
whole days concealed, though but within
five miles of us; they fend out {pies to recon-
noitre our camp ; the whole troop goes two
miles back ;- two couriers, of whom mention
is made in‘the infttu&ions; are fent to advife
M. Contrecceut of the placé where we were,
and our difpofition; that hé may bé enabled
to fend his detachments i order to reform
the fummons as {oon as it thould be made (4).
- Befides this,” the attendance was indeed
fuch as might have become an ambaflador,
whereas, it was but a little fimple French
officer : what need had an Ambaffador,
whofe charaCter is always facred, of f{pies?
when their defigns were fo good, how came

{a) Why this apology in afimplejournal? M. Wath-
ington anticipates here on thefé reproaches only bécaufe
heis fenfible how far he'is emtitled to them.

(b) TheFrench are here fuppofed to have had a pro-
jeét,which atworft would declarea regular way of proceed-
ing, previous to expelling the Englifh from the territories
wl%ich'they had juft invaded, it was natural to fummon
themtoretires It is anambaflados gives this warning.

T2 they
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they to remain two days within five miles of
us (2 ),wi-hcut communicating to me the fum-
n ., orany thing that had a relation to this
em’ arly ? This alone vwculd befufficientto give
the ftropge” {ufpiciors; and it is but doing
theta Juitive ) fay, that their defign being to
ci «al them elves, they could not have
pitched upon a better place.

The furmmons i, {o infolent, and favours
fo much of gafconade, that if two men came
and brought it openly, it were exceffive indul~
gence (4) to fuffer them to go back.

The Half-King’s fentiment (c) on this
occafion is, that they had bad defigns
and that it was a mere pretext; that they
never defigned to come to us but as enemies,
and that had we been fools enough to let
them go, they never would have affifted us
more in taking Frenchmen.

They pretend they no fooner faw us,
than they called out to us; which is abfolutely
falfe ; for I was at the head of the body that

His bufinefs was to give notice of his fteps to him who
had fent him ; th.t he m.gh. take his meafur.s in cafe
the Englith {hould refufe complyir-g with the requiition
that was made them.

(2) M.de Jumon:ilie wus thoroughly ignorant of the
Eng.i'. bein~ within five iiiles of h.m.

(#) Another fort of apology which indicates only re-
IAOries,

(¢) What an authorty is here ?

marched
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marched towards them, and I can affirm,
that they no fooner had fpied us than they
ran to their arms, without calling out to us;
which I muft have heard had they done it.

‘The 2¢9th I difpatched enfign Latour to the
Half-King, with about twenty-five men and
almoft an equal number of horfes; and as I
expected that fome other French parties would
follow the one that was defeated, | fent away
an exprefs to colonel Fry in order to have a
reinfercement..

After this the French wanted to fpeak with
me, and defired to know upon what footing
I confidered them, whether as being attend-
ants on an ambaffador, or prifoners of war.
I told them it was in this latter capacity ; and
gave thein my reafons as above.

The zoth I detached M. Wart and M.
Spindorph, in order to conduct the prifoners
to Winchefter underan efcort of twenty men.

Being apprehenfive that the news of this
defeat would no fooner reach the French,
than we fbould be attacked with confiderable
forces, 1 began to ere&t a fort with a fmall
palifade.

June 1, arrived a trader with the Half-
King : they fay that at the fame time M. de
Jumonville had been fent here, another par
was fent down the rver (4) in order to take
and kill all the Englith they thould meet.

' We
(d) A palpablg falthood.
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We finith our fort.

Towaids the evening arrives M. Touvers,
enfign, with the Half-King, the Queen Al-
guipa (2) and about five and twenty or thirty
families, amounting to abhout eighty or an
hundred perfons women and children in-
cluded. The old king (4) being invited to our
tents, tells me he has fent Monokatoocha to
Logftown with a ftring, and four French
{calps, which were to be fent to the fix na-
tions, to the Owendo’s, &c. in order to give
them notice, that they had ftruck the French,
and defire their affiftance in the fupport of
the firft blow.

He gave me alfo to underftand he had
fomething to offer to the council, but that he
would poftpone what he had to fay till the
arrival of the Chavanons, whom we expeted
the next day. _

‘The 2d arrived two or three families of
the Shawanons and Wolves. Prayers were
read in the fort. -

The 3d the Half King calls a council, and
informs me of his having received, fome time
fince, a fpeech from the Great Kettle, in an-
fwer to that he had fent him. -

The sth, arrived an Indian from thie Ohio,
who had gone lately to the French fort: he
brings corfirmation of the news of the taking

(a) The wife of a favage, created queen by the Eng-
lith.
(4) Another favage chiefe -

of
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of two traders by the French, and their being
fent to Canada: he fays they have ftuck their
pallifades in the ground, and thut up the ave-
nues of their fort by means of very large trees.

Eight Indian families from this fide the river
are coming to join us; he has met one of the
French, who had made his efcape from M.
de Jumonville’s engagement. He was with-~
out fhoes, ftockings, and almoft unable to
walk ; but he let him pafs, as he was igno-
rant of their having been ftruck.

The 6th ‘M. Gift returned ; he acquaints
me with the death of poor colonel Fry, and
that the French prifoners are arrived all fafe
at Winchefter, which gave the governor great
fatisfaction.

I am alfp informed, that M. Montour (¢)
is coming with a commiffion to command
two hundred Indians.

M. Gift met a French deferter, who aflured
him they were but five hundred ftrong, when
they took M. Wart’s fort, and that their num-
ber was now decreafed, having difpatched
fifteen men to Canada, to acquaint the go-
vernor with their fuccefs ; that there were
fiill two hundred foldiers, who waited only
a favourable opportunity to come away and.
join us. .

The gth the laft diviion of the Virginia re-
giment arrived under the command of colo-

(¢) This is the Canadian deferter, of whom mention
is made in the interrogatory of the Englifh traders: |

ne
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nel Muft. We are informed , that the inde-
pendent companyof Carolina is arrived at Will's
Creck.

The 10th I received the regiment ; and to-
wards the evening I had notice that fome
French were coming towards us: on this [
fent fome Indians to beat up the grounds to-
wards G#f's habitation, in hopes to difcovering
them, and finding out their number. In the
beginning of the night we had an alarm, but
it proved a falfe one.

The 12th two of the fcouts whom we had
fent out yefterday returned, having fpied a
{mall party of French ; the others went on to
Stuart’s.  Upon hearing this 1 judged it ad-
vifeable to fet out with the major part of the
regiment, in order to fall in with thefe ninety
men, whom we had notice of; in confe-
quence of this refolution T gave co'onel Muft
orders to remove all our baggage and
military ftores, to lodge them in the fort,
and to poft a ftrong guard on them till {uch
time as ] returned. [ {et out myfelf at
the head of an hundred and thirty men, and
about thirty favages , but at the diftance of a-
bout half a mile I met with the other Indians,
who told me this party confifted only of nine
deferters ; then [ fent M. Montour with fome
Indians, in order to condu&t them fafe. I
ordered them cloaths, and they confirmed our
conjecture, as to the defign of the party com-

manded by M. de Jumonville, and that there
are
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are above one hundred foldiers who wait only
for a favourable opportunity to come and join
us. That M. de Contrecceur expected a re=
inforcement of four hundred men : and that
thefe four hundred thould have arrived fome
timebefore theblow given tolaForce. That the
fort was complete; that the gates and the front
thereof were fcreened from any artillery; that
on the water fide there was double pallifadoes ;
that they have but eight fmall pieces of canon,
and that they know our number.

They alfoinformed us, that the Delawares (z)
and the Shawanons have taken up the hatchet
againft us: on which it was refolved to invite
thefe two nations to a conference at M. Gifts.
Sent for that purpofe Meflengers and Belts.

The 13th I perfuaded thefe deferters to
write to their comrades, who are difpofed to
defert, the following letter ().

This letter is not in the journal.

15. Ordered the people to work at the
roads.

16. We fet out for the red river, and we
were under great embarafiments ; our wag-
gons having broke down feveral times.

17. I difpatched an exprefs to the Half
King, to defire he would fend to the #o/ves ;
which he has done as ] expected.

(a) Such was the effe&t of the indignation cccafioned
by the murder of M. de Jumouville, .

(%) How is this proceeding to be juftified ?
‘ 9] 18. Ar-
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18. Arrived eight Mingos from Logs-town,
who immediately on their arrival talk to me of
a commiffion which they are entrufted with,
and fay that a council muft be called. Being
met, they faid in a few words, that they had
often withed tofee their brothersin the field with
their forces, and begged we would not think
ill of them, for that being among the French,
they conformed with fome of their cuftoms:
that they were naturally inclined to ftrike the
French, and feveral other things to that pur-
pofe : after this they told us, they had brought
a fpeech, and that they muft fet about it in-
mediately. That, with fome thing elfe, gave us
fome fufpicion of their being ill diipoted to-
wards us; and it was for thisreafon I poftpened
giving them audience, until the arrival of the
Halﬁ{ing. 1 defired alfo the Delawares to
have pat-ieﬁnc'e until the fame time, as I waited
only for their arrival to call a council, and that
I reckoned on their arriving that very day. Af-
ter the eight Mingos had withdrawn from their
council, they fent me fome ftrings of wampum,
to defire] would excufetheir being in fuch hafte
to deliver their {peech; but that they were fen-
fible it was juft to wait the arrival of the Half
King.

'I‘ghe Half King being arrived, I confented
to give them audience. A council was held
to that purpofe in the camp: at which were
prefent the Half King, and feveral 1.ojuois,

Wolves, Shawanons, to the number of £ )rtyl.
‘ The
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The fpeech-maker of the fix nations ad-
drefled this fpeech to the governor of Vir-
ginia.

“ BROTHERS,

We, your brothers of the fix nations, are now
come to meet you, and acquaint you, that we
have heard you threaten to deftroy, entirely, all
your brothers, the Indians, who would not
come and join you on the road. Wherefore
1t is, that we, who remain in our villages, ex-
pect every day to be cut into pieces by you. We
would fain know the truth of this news from
yourfelves ; and we hope you will not take it
amifs that we are come to inform ourfelves*
thereof; fince you know very well, bad
news makes a far greater impreffion on us
than good. That by your anfwer, we may be
fully informed of the truth, we prefent you
this ftring.

We know the French on our return will
afk us, In what number are our brothers whom
we have been to vifit? We therefore by this
ftring defire you would tell us ; as likewife the
number of thofe you expett ; againft what
time, and when you propofe to attack the
French ; that we may advife our village there-
‘of; and alfo know what we may fay to the
French.”

Uz~ ANSWER;
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ANSWER.

Brothers, we are glad to fee you, and very
forry you fhould be difturbed by any reports
tending to make you believe the Englith defign
doing any harm to any one of you or your al-
lies. This news, we fee, has been forged by
the French man, who is a traytor, andg ready
to affirm the greateft falthoods /2) whenever
he thinks it can be of fervice to him. He has
a fine tongue, promifes the fineft things, but
all this is from the lips only ; while his heart
conta.us nothing but corruption, and the poifon
of the ferpent.  You have been their children,
and they would have done, to be fure, every
thing sor you ; but they no fooner fancied
themielves firong encugh then they have natu-
rally re-affamed their haughty airs, have driven
you out of your own country, and declared
you had nothing on the Ohio (4). The Englith,

(a) From what hasbeen feen above, it will be eafy to
judge which of the two are the better entitled to this re-
proach. the French or the Englifh ? The impofture
which M. Wafhington confefles his having had recourfe
to, in order to provoke the refentment of the favages, may
convey an idea of the methods employed by the Englifh.

(4) ’Tis very true, the Iroquois never inhabited the
torders of the Fair River, nor do they at all pretend ta
it; but the Englith, who in America tall them their
faithfu! friends and allies, endeavour to perfuade them,
that the burders of the Ohio belong to the fix cantons,
under the pretence of fome ancient wars which the laft
had with the favages on the Ohio; and in Europe the
maintan that this fame country belongs to Englanj.'
of which they pretend the Iroquois are fubjeéts.

who



| ( 149 )

who are your true brothers, have too much
generofity to think the fix nations, their faith-
ful allies, thould ever be treated in this man-
ner. After you had been with the governors
of Virginia and Penfylvania, they have, at your
repeated requefls, fent an army to fupport your
rights (¢); to put you in pofleflion of your
lands, to guard your women and children,
to difpoffefs the French, maintain your rights,
and fecure you all this country: this is the
bufinefs in which the arms of the Englith are
now employed: ’tis for the fafety of your
women and children that we fight; as thatis
the true motive of our conduét (d), we cannot
reafonably doubt but the reft of your forces will
join us to fight the common enemy. Thofe
who will not come in, will be refgonfible for
the confequences. We only with that our bro-
thers may embrace the party that fhall appear
to them moft proper.

The fix nations are thofe that are principal-
ly concerned in this war ; for them it is we
fight ; and I thould never forgive myfelf if I
did them the leaft harm, "Tis to affift you,
and protect you, that we fight ; our arms are
open to receive you, and our hands are ready
to feed your families during the courfe of the
war. The governor of Virginia has feveral times

(¢) In this place the Engliflt acknowledge the country
not to be theirs ; they have therefore no right to charge
France with any hoftility. It were the bufinefs of the
Iroquois to complain, and yet they do not eomplain.

(d) What! behold the fubjeét of the war which is

made on France? a prote&ion due to the Iroquois, who
have never complained,
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defired they thould be fent him, that he might
behold them with his own eyes, fed and cloath-
ed to their mind : but as you cannot prevail on
yourfelves to fend them to him, we are ready
to fthare with you, in a friendly manner, our
provifions ; and we fhall take proper meafures,
and give orders, that a fufficient quantity be
brought wherewithal to maintain and cloath
your women and children. From this condu&
it is evident, how much greater is the efteem
which the Englith bear their faithful allies ()
the fix nations, than that which the French
bears them. As we have drawn the fword in
your defence, and for your caufe, delay not 2
moment longer to putyour women and children
under our protection ; there they will find a-
bundance of provifions. At the fame time let
your young men and warriors fet about whet-
ting their hatchets in order to join us, and
unite themfelves to us vigoroufly in our battles,
Brothers, the prefent which I offer you, is not
fo confiderable as I could naturally with ; but
Texpect in alittle time to receive a preat quan-
tity of marchandife, which I fhall have at my
difpofal, to reward thofe who will give proofs
of their valour and activity on this occafion.
For the reft T will reward them in the moft
gencrous manner.

() In Europe the great argument urged by the Englith
in proo: of tue r title to the country fituated beyond the
Apalachian mountains is, that the {;—oquois are their fub-
je&ts  How is that confiitent with the reafons which
they avail theml(clves of in Amierica, when they fpeak

to the Iroquois ?
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. Take conrage, brothers, refcue your coun-
try, and fecure it for your children, lay your
hearts gpen to me on this occafion; that I may
be enabled to give an account of your fenti-
ments toyour greatfriend and brother the gover-
nor of Virginia. As an affurance of my fince-
rity and my efteern, I prefent you this belt
- of wampum.

The 20th, Another council.

The Delawares no fooner found that they
were fufpected of favouring the Freach inte-
refts, than they defired to know the reafon
of their having been fent for, and what was
neceflary for them to fay on their return.

I anfwered, it was to acquaint themi, that
it was in eompliance with their repeated fol-
licitations we had come with an armed force
to their affiftance (2); that our defign was to
reinftate them in the pofieffion of the lands
which the Frenchman had taken away from
them.

That as they had often claimed our aflift-
ance, in the quality of ancient and faithful
allies, I invited them to come and put them-
{elves under our pretection, with their women-
and children.

Upon this the fpeech-bearer firetched his
quilt on the floor, and on this quilt he placed

(4) During all this time the Delawares took the part
of the French, ‘and were not the dupes of the air of aflu-
rance with which the Enzlith endeavoured to perfuade
them they were come at their requifition.

feve-
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feveral belts and ftrings of wampum in the or-
der he had received them in from the French.

Here are repeated the {peeches of M. Con-
treceur ; (c) after which the Delawar fpeaker
addrefled me the following fpeeches.

< Brothers,

The governors of Virginia and Penfylvania,
we your brothers the Delawares recollet per-
fectly the treaty of Logftown, where you and
your uncles the fix nations, taking into con-
fideration the bad fituation we were in on
account of our wanting a man to be at our
head to conduct us, gave us a king, and told
us he would tranfa& in all publick matters
between you and us (4d). You recommended
to us not to give ear to all the idle rumours
which fhould be {pread, but to confult our own
interefts well, and do what would feem to us
right : we can affure you, we have not given
credit to all thefe reports ; nor fhall we ever
give any credit to fuch; but that we will be
led by you, our brothers, and by our urncles the
fix nations, and doon every occaficn, what
thall be juft, and what you fhall advife u: to.
As an affurance of our difpofition to fulfil cur
engagements with you, we prefent you this
belt.

{¢) Major Wathington does not mention in his jour-
nal what thefe fpeeches of the French were. He had
undoubtedly good reafons for fupprefling them.

() Should it be from this pretended King that the
Englith have derived fo many acquifitions # .

- Atficr
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After this, they made the following fpeech
to the fix nations,

<« Uncles,

"Tis thirteen days fince we have received
from the council of Onondago this belt;
we doubt not but you have been apprifed of
it.  He exhorted us to recolle& the old
time when he covered us with a robe that
defcended to our heels: He afterwards de-
fired we would tuck it up to our knees, and

e it well, and meet them at the fource
of the Sifquchana, where he has prepared
a place for us to live at, and that he has
fent this {peech to thofe of our nation, who
live on the fide of the Minifintes; inviting
them to the place which he had pitched
on to live along with us. He has alfo fent us
a {peech to acquaint us that the Englithman
and the Frenchman were on the point of
coming to blows on the river Ohio; and
he exhorted us to do nothing in this con-
juncture but what was reafonable, and will
himlf tell us; laftly, he recommended to
us to keep faft hold of the chain of friend-
thip, which has been a long while, fubfifting
between us, him, and our brothers the Eng-
lith.

A Belt.

After this the Delawares fpoke to the Che-

vanons as tollows. 3 :
X « Grand
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¢ Grand children, by this ftring we take

you in our arms, and we withdraw you

from the place you are now at on the Ohio,

and we carry you along with us to live where

we live, and where you and we may live in
peace and ranqullity.

Afier thi. the couneil adjourned to the next
day in the morning.

The 2.t we met very early. when] im-
mediatcly fpoke to the Delawares in the fol-
low.ng manner.

Brothers, by your open and generous con-
duct on this occafion, you have become dearer
to us than ever : we thank you for not going
to Venango upon the firft invitation of the
Frenchman; and his childith treatment of
you, has raifed in us a juft and warm refent-
ment; he calls you his children and talks tq
vou in reality, as if you were children, and
had not more fenfe than children. Weigh
well, brothers, and compare all their {peeches
together, you will find, that every thing they
contain may be reduced to this ; I am going
to clear your eyes, open your ears, and fuch
like futlities ; fuch as are made ufe of to
amuie childrcn withal. You will likewife
cbierve, biothers, that if they give their word
or m ke a promee, and confirm it with a
bel, they hink themielves no longer obli-
gatcd thereby, than they efteem it their intereft
to keep it They have given an inftance of
thus, which] ama willing to obferve to you, in the

leap
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leap which they fay, they have taken over the
barrier which you had <ppoicd to them:
this ought. brothers, to mipire vou with
the moft juft indignation, and irdice you
to lay hold on the favourable oppuitunity
which we offer to you, bein_ ccme at your
requeft to affift you; by which means you
have it in your power to make them leap
back again, much quicker than they had
come forwards.

A String of Wampum.

"The French are conftantly defiring you not
to liften to the ill reports which will be {pread
of them who are your fathers. If they
were not fenfible in their own minds how
much they deferve it by their unjuft pro-
cedure towards you; why fhould they
“fufpect that they are impeached ? why fhould
they take fo much care to prevent you from
giving credit to what will be faid againft
them? As to what they will tell you to our
prejudice, our conduct alone, will be our an-
fwer.

Enquire yourfelves into the truth; you know
the roads which lead to our fettlements; you
have lived among us; you can fpeak our
language. But in order to confute what might
be faid, and give affurances of our ‘brotherly
friendfhip; we invite anew your old men,
your women and your children, to take re-

X2 fuge
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fuge under our protection, and’ between our
arms, where you will be plentifully main-
tained ; while your warriors and your young
people will unite with ours, and efpoufe the
common caufe.

A String.

We return you our hearty thanks, bro-
thers, for your declaration ; that you are in
a determined refolutlon to fulfill the engage-
ments you have entered into, by the treaty of
Logftown. ¥ And we cannot help applaud-
ing your generous condu¢t towards your

rand-children the Shawanefe. It gives us
infinite pleafure.

We are greatly obliged to-Onondago for the
advice he has given ; to keep faft hold of the
chain of friendthip which ties us. I dare
fay, if he had known how ncarly this war
concerns you; or that it was for your fakes,
and at your requeft I that we have taken up
arms, he would have commanded you to de~
clare yourfelves, and to proceed without de-

1 What this Treaty of Logftown is, we do not know.
What may be colleted from this Journal relative there-
to is ; that it was concluded by 2 man whom the Eng-
lith had appointed to be their King; and of whom of
courfe, they muft have been very certain.

I Why fo many repetitions of the fame thing:? unlefs
becaufe M. Wathington apprehended, the Delawares
would not believe a tittle of it.

lay
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lay to a&ion, againft the commén enemy of
the Six-nations.
To convince you of .my affe@ion, and as
a confirmation of the truth of what I have
told you'; I prefent you this belt.
Gave two large Strings.

After this the council broke up: and thefe
treacherons devils who had been fent by the
French in order to make obfervations, return-~
ed back ; not being however unprovided with
fome difcourfes prepared on purpofe to amufe
the French, and to favour the fuccefs of our
own- fchemes.

As they had fpoke to me of fixteen hun-
dred’ French ‘and feven hundred Indlans,
who they fald were on their march to rein-
force thofe at the fort;; I prevailed on the
Half king, to fend three of his people in
order to be informed of the truth of the ma:-
ter ; notwithftanding I was of opinion this
news had no other foundation, than the talk
of the common foldiers. Thefe Indians weie
difpatched privately, before the council brokc
up, with orders to repair to the fort, and
get information of all the Indians the:
thould meet there : and if they fhould learn
any thing worth while ; one of them § was
to return while the two others were to procecd

§ It was by means of thefe Indians, that a commu-
nication was kept up with Robert Stobo the Spy;-
whole letter will make its appearance prefeatly.

on
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on their journey to Venango, and round the
lake, in order to be fully informed of the
whole.

I prevailed alfo on King Schingués to keep
fcouts out on the river, in order to give us
news in cafe of the approach of any French.
I gave him a letter which he was to fend me
by his Runners, to prevent being impofed on
or receiving falfe alarms. Although we had
not fucceeded in perfuading King Shingués,
and the other antient Delawares, to take fhelter
in our camp with their families, becaufe they
ftood in great awe of the council of Onondago;
yet they gave us the ftrongeft affurances of
affiftance, and pointed out to us the means
by which I was to go about attaining our
ends; which was to have in readinefs a great
War-belt, in order to invite thofe who were
willing to receive it, and a& independently
of their king and the council. King Schingués
promifed to ufe, underhand, tie moft fubtile
means to bring this matter to bear; though
he durft not appear in it openly.

The very day the council broke up, I pre-
vailed on Raquehufton a Delaware, on
whom I could depend, to carry to the fort a
letter which the French deferters had writ
to their fellow-foldiers; and I gave him in-
ftructions relative to the manner he was to
conduct himfelf in his obfervations on feveral
articles which I mentioned to him. And
indeed, I am thoroughly fatisfied of the pof-

' fibility



(159)
fibility of furprifing the fort ; in as much as
the French encamp outfide of it, and that
the duty cannot be ‘performed exactly, on
account of the works which they are em-
ployed in.

I alfo employed George, another trufty
Delaware, to vifit the fort in a little time
after Raquehufton ; and furnithed him with
proper inftructions ; recommending to him at
the fame time in a {pecial manner, to return
quickly ; that we might be fupplied with
freth news.

The council was no fooner broke up, than
the Delawaares, as alfo the half king, and
all the other Indians, notwithftanding all that
M. Montour could fay to diffuade them from
it, returned back to the great meadow. In
order to make amends for the lofs of thefe
Indians, I was obliged to keep fcouts out
conftantly of our own people, to guard a-
gainft all kinds of furprife.

Having been told that if I fent a ftring of
Wampum and 2 {peech, the Half king and
his young men might be prevailed on to
come back. 1 fent the followiug {peech by
M. Croghon.

“ It is now fome little time fince you
and we have been met.» We have fent by
your brother the governor of Virginia, at
your own requeft, repeated feveral times, in
order to affift you and fight your caufe. It is
therefore for that reafon that I muft requeft of

you,
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you, brothers, that you and your young men
do come to join us, and encamp with us; to
the end that we may hold ourfelves in readi-
nefs to receive our brother Monacotoca, whom
I expect every day. That this requeft may
be attended with the defired effe&, and make
the proper imprefiion on your minds, I pre-
{ent you this ftring of Wampum.

As thefe Indians who were fpies for the
French, appeared very curious; and ufed to
alk feveral queftions, in order to know by,
what road we propofed to march to the fort;
and when we ecxpelted to arrive there. 1
made the people give over working on the
road, and ceafed to carry it on any farther. I
told them after this we intended to go on
with it through the woods, as far as the fort,
by cutting down the trees, &c. and that here
we waited for the reinforcement, which was
coming to us; together with our artillery and
our Waggons, in order to take them along
with us: but no fooner woie thefe people
gone, than I ordered the road to be opened,
and carried towards R At ne.

25. Toward. ti:: evening arrived from the
Great-mcadows threc men; among whom is
the ion of queen Aliowpa. He brings me a
letter ‘rom M. (ozhon, acquainting me of
the difi_uliic. he e with in findiriy apy In-
dian :hats dipofed to come : thet indead, the
Huu Rinz was oofd an prepming to crine
and join us; but dhat he was prevented irem

1
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it by a blow which he received. 1 thought
it proper therefore to difpatch M. Montour to
the fort of neceffity, in otder to try whether
it was not poffible to prevail on the [ndians to
corhe to us.’ '
~ 26. Arrives an Indian, who brings word
that Monacathoca has burned his village
(Logftown ; ) and has fet out by water,
for Redftone, with his people; where he
may be . expected to airive in two days.
This Indian has paffed by the fort, and af-
fures us the French have received no rein-
forcement, except a fmall number of Indians,
who he fays, have killed two or three Dela-
wares. [ failed not to relate this pieceof news,
and to reprefent it in its propereft colours to
the Indians ; and particularly to two Delawares,
who are here.

27. I detached captain Lewis, lieutenant
Wagghener, and enfign Mercer; two fer-
jednts, two corporals, a drum and fixty men,
to endeavour to carry on the road to the place
where Redftone-river difcharges itfelf into
the Mononghela. '

Y NUMB.
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NUMBER IX
ournal of the Campaign of M. Villiers.

Arrived at fort du Quefne the 26th of

June, abouteight o’ clock in the morning,
with the feveral nations, of which the general
had given me the command.

I was informed on my arrival, that M. de
Contrecceur had made a detachment of five
hundred French, and eleven Savages of the
different nations of the Fair river ; the com-
mand of which he had intrufted to M. le
Mercier ; who was to fet out the next day.

As 1 was this officer’s fenior; that I com-
manded the Six-nations ; and that my % bro-
ther had been affaflinated : M. de Contrecceur
honoured me with this command; and M.
le Mercier, though deprived of it gave me
to underftand, it would give him great
pleafure to ferve the campaign under my
orders.

M. de Contrecceur, called Mefl. le Mercier,
Longevil, and myfelf together, in order to
deliberate on what was proper to be done
during the campaign; taking into confidera-
tion the fituation, the flrength of the enemy,
the affaffination which they had committed

4 M. de Jumonville.
on



(163 )
on us; and the peace which it was our defign
to maintain between the two crowns.

28. I received my orders from M. Contre-
ceeur : the provifions were given out : every
one embarked ; and we fet out from the fort
about ten in the morning.

From this moment I began to employ In-
dian runners by land ; to prevent being in any
way furprifed.

I went to {pend the night about fix or eight
acres above the firft fork of the river Monon-
ghela; though I had no intention to make
this my way. 1 called the Savages together
and defired their advice. It was determined,
though a longer way, to proceed by the river
Mononghela. '

29. Mafs was faid at the camp; after

which we fet out on our march, with the
ufual precautions.
- 30. We came to the Stock-houfe * which
was built by laying pieces of timber one over
the other, well joined together: the build-
ing was about thirty feet in length, by twen-
two in breadth. As it was late, and that [
would do nothing without confulting the
Savages ; 1 encamped about two gun fhots
from this place.

I called the leaders together that evening ;
and we deliberated® about the precautions
which were proper for us to take for the

# This Stock-houfg had been built by the Englith.
Y 2 fecur
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{ecurity of our wheel-carriages ; the provifions
which we intended to leave in referve; and
the people who were to guard them.

July 1. We went and put our wheel-car-

riages in a fecure place. We difpofed in order
our <ite(ts, and whatever elfe we could dif=
penfe w.tii in the Stock-houfe. I left to guard
them a good ferjeant and twenty men, and a
few fick Savages. Some ammunition was
thared out, and on we marched. About ele-
ven o'clock we fpied fome human tracks,
which gave us a fufpicion of our being dif-
covered.
- About three in the afternoon, having had
no account of our {couts, I fent out fome
others, who fell in with the firfl. They
miftook each other, and were juft going to
fire at one another; but luckily they found
out their miftake. They came to us and
declared, that they had been as far as the
road which the Englith were making ; that
they had feen no body there; and that it was
apparent no body had been there for about
three days: we no longer doubted but the
Englith were apprifed of our fteps.

2. At break of day, we fet out on our
march, without waiting the arrival of the
fcouts.  After | had marched for fome time,
I ftopped and determined not to proceed far-
ther ; till fuch time as I received fome pofitive
account. I dipatched fome fcouts towards
the road : in the interim arrived fome of the
Savages whom I had left behind at the Stock-

houfe,
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houfe. ‘They had made a prifoner who faid
he was a deferter; I examined him, and
threatened him with hanging, if he attempted
to impofe upon me. I was informed the
Englith had deferted their poft, in order to
draw near their fort; and that they took
with them likewife their cannon.

Some of our people difcovered the camp
which lhad been abandoned by the Englith;
and thither we went. Ifent out fcouts, and
took care to have every place fearched. ‘A
great many inftruments and other utenfils
were found concealed, which I ordered to be
taken away. It being late I-caufed my de-
tachment to encamp at this place.

I again fet about afking the Englith-

man more queftions, continuing to fiighten
“him and likewife to flatter him ; with the
hopes of being rewarded. I communicated
to the Savages whatever difcoveries I made,
and my refolution not to expofe them rathly.
It rained the whole night. i

3. At .day-break I prepared to march.
I invited the Savages to fupply me with fcouts.
The weather inclined to be rainy; but I
forefaw thc neceflity of preventing the enemy;
before they had raifed the works which they
might refolve on.

We marched the whgle day through the
rain; and I fent out fcout after fcout: I
ftopped at the place where my brother had
been aflaffinated ; and here I faw fome hu-
man carcafes ftill remaining.

Being
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Being now about three quarters of a league

from the Englith fort; I made each officer
to march in a column at his refpective divi-
fion, in order to have it in my power to
difpofe of them as the exigency fhould re-
quire. ‘
I fent {couts who were to go clofe to the
camp ; and twenty more to fupport them ; and
1 advanced my felf in order ; when fome of
my people returned to tell me that we were
difcovered ; and that the Englith approached
in order of battle to attack us: as it was faid
they were juft clofe to me, 7 put my troops
in order of battle, and in a manner agreeable
to the wood-fighting, It was not long before
T perceived that my fcouts had led me wrong 5
and I gave orders to my troops to advance
towards that fide from whence I apprehended
an attack.

As we were not acquainted with the
ground, we prefented our flank to the fort
from whence they began to cannonade us: I

erceived almoft at the fame time, to the

right, the Englith coming towards us in
order of battle. The Savages, and we alfo,
fet up the cry, and advanced to meet them :
but they gave usnot time to make our dif-
charge : they filed off, and withdrew into an
intrenchment which lay contiguous to their
fort. We then fet ourfelves about invefting
the fort : it was advantageoufly enough fitu-
ated in a meadow, the wood of which was
within
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within mufket thot of it. We came as clofe
to them as it was poffible, to the end that his
Majefty’s fubjects might not be expofed with-
out neceffity : the fire was pretty brilk on
both fides, and ] repaired to the place which
appeared moft to favour a fally. We fuc-
ceeded in filencing the fire of their cannon,
I may fay, with our fmall arms.

The enemy’s fire began again at fix o’Clock,
with more fury than ever, and lafted till eight
o'Clock. 'We returned it brifkly. We took
the proper meafures for fecuring our pofts, and
keeping the Englith clofe in their fort during
the night. 'When we had put ourfelves into
the beft pofition poffible, we caufed it to be
cried out, that if the Englith were defirous to
fpeak to us, we would ceafe firing : they ac-
cepted the propofal, and there came a cap-
tain to that part of the attack where I was.
I detached M. le Mereier to receive him, and
I went myfelf into the meadow; here we
told them, that as we were not in war, we
were willing to deliver them from the cruel-
ties to which a more obftinate refiftance would
expofe them from the the favages; that
this very night we would take away from
them 4ll hopes of flipping away from us. That
we now condefcended to fhew them mercy, as
we were come only with a view to take revenge
for the murder which the} committed on 1y
brother, in violationof the moftfacred laws; and
to oblige them to quit the King’s territories ;

and
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and we agreed with them to grant them the
capitulation, of which a copy is annexed.

We confidered, that nothing could be
more advantageous to the nation than this ca-
pitulation ; it not being natural, that we
fthould make prifoners of war in time of
peace. We made the Englith agree to give
it us under their hands, that they had com-
mitted an affaflination on us, in the camp of
my brother. 'We had hoftages as fureties for
the French whom they had in- their power:
we compelled them to evacuate the connt
belonging to the King. We obliged them to
leave us their cannon, which confifted of
nine pieces., We had already deftroyed all
their horfes and black cattle ; and we made
them ftill give us under their hands, that the
favour we thewed them, was only to prove to
them, how greatly we defire to treat them
as friends. :

That very evening the articles of capitula-
tion were figned: and I had in my camp the
hoftages I required. ‘

The 4th, at peep of day, I fent a detach-
ment to take pofleflion of the fort; the gar-
rifon filed off, and the number of their dead
and wounded raifed compaffion in me, not-
withftanding my refentment of the manner
ix}; which they had made away with my bro-

er.

The favages, who had in every refpect,
complied with my defires, had laid claim to

the
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the pillage. I oppofed it, but the confter-
nation of the Englith was fo great, that
they ran away, and left behind them even
their flag, and a pair of their colours. 1 de~
molithed their fort, and M. le Mercier caufed
their cannon to be deftroyed together with
the one which had been granted them by
their capitulation, the Englith not being able
to take it away. |

I haftened away, after having firft deftroyed
the cafks of liquor, in order to obviate the dif-
orders which they muft have infallibly occa-
fioned : one of my favages took ten Englith
and brought them to me: T fent them away’
by another.

Iloft in this attack only two French and
one Pany (2), I had fevepteen wounded,

whom were two favages ; exclufive of)
feveral wounds fo {flight as not to require the
furgeon’s affiitance. ' -

I marched this day about two leagues, and
caufed our chief fick to be carried on litters
by detachments. »

The sth 7 arrived about nine o’Clock at the
camp, which had been abandoned by, the.
Englith. [ ordered the intrenchments to be
demolifhed. and the houfes to be ‘burnt to
athes. This done, 1 marched on, after having,
detached M. de la Chavigntrie to burn all the
houfes mn the neighbiourhood. I encamped at
,J.hr.ce leagues d: tance.

{4) The name of a favage habitation,

The
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The 6th I fet out early in the morning te
the place. where we left our waggons, and
arrived there about ten o'clock, we put our
wheel-carriages in order, diftributed provifions
to the detachment, carried off the reft, and
found fome things concealed. After which
we burned the bangard. 1 embarked and
went on till fix o’clock in the afternoon; when
1 was obliged to encamp upon account of very
heavy rains.

The 7th I continued to march, after having
detached M. de la Chavignerie to inform M.
de Contrecceur of the fuccefs of our campaign ;
I burned as I went along all the fettlements I
met with. and I made a furrender about four
o'clock, of my detachment to M. Contrecceur.

Capitulationgranted by M. ae Villiers, captain,
commander of the troops of bis majefly, to
the commander of the Englifb troops in the
Jort of Neceffity.  July 3, 17354, at eight
o'clock in the Evening.

S it never was our intention to difturb

the peace and harmony that reigned be-
tween two princes in friendthip ; but only to
revenge the murder committed on one of our
officers, the bearer of a citation, and on his
efcort ; as alfo to hinder any fettlement on the
tands belonging to the king my mafter.

On thefe confiderations we are willing to
fhew mercy to all the Englith who are in the
faid fort on the following conditions.

Article
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ArT1icLE I

We give the Englith commandant leave to
retire. with all his garrifon, and to return
peaceably to his own country ; and promife
‘him to hinder any infult being offered to him
by the French; and to keep, as far as lies in
our power, all the Savages, who are with us,
within bounds.

II. He thall be allowed to go out and
carry every thing with him that belongs
to him; excepting the artillery, which we
keep.

II. We grant them all the honours of
.war and leave to go out, drums beating, with
a fmall cannon; being defirous to prove by
this favour we treat them as friends,

IV. That as foon as the articles thall be
figned on both fides, they fhall take down
the Englith ftandard.

V. That to-morrow, at break of dav, a
detachment of French fhall go to fee the
garrifon file off, and take pofieflion of the
faid. fort.

VI. That the Englith having fcarce any
horfes or oxen, it thall be allowed them to hide
their effeCts and come back for them when
they have got horf8s; And for this purpofe,
they may leave as many people to take care
of their goods as they fhall think proper; on

~ condition they give their word of honour, not

L2 to
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to form hence-forward, any fettlement in this
place, nor on this fide of the mountains.

VII. That as the Englith have one officer,
two cadets, and all the prifoners they have
made at the affaffination of the fieur de Ju-
monville in their power ; and promile to fend
them back with a fafe-uard to fort du Quefhne,
fituated on the river Ohio; We for their
fure fulfilling this article, as well as this
treaty, require, that Jacob Vambraan and
Robert Stobo, both captains, do remain hof-
tages with us, until the arrival of the French
and Canadians above. mentioned.

We on on our part, oblige ourfelves to grant
an efcort, for the fafe conducting back thefe
two officers, upon the return of our French,
who are to be fent back in two months and a
half at fartheft.

This with a duplicate thereof, was figned
upon one of the pofts of our blockade, the
day and year above-mentioned.

James Mackaye

By Mefl, Geo. Wathington
Coulon
Villiers.

NUMB.
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NUMBER X.

Tranflation of a letter wrote from fort Da
Quefne by Robert Stobo, an Englifbman,
one of the hoftages for the fecurity of the ca-
pitulation granted to the Englifh troops com-
manded by M. Wafbington.

SR, July 28, 1754.
Savage, called Tufquerora John, has
brought hither an account, which

very much alarms ali the favages on this river:
He f{ays, that the Half-king, Manaque-
hiha, and a Chevanon chieftain, &c. to the
number of thirty feven, have been taken by
the Englith, and made prifoners, He fays
alfo, that John Mainot, alias James Cork,
of Montier’s company, told him, that thefe
thirty {even favages were to be hanged as foon
asthey arrived at the Englith {ettlements, and
advifed him to make his efcape.  This was
artfully reported on the eve of a great Council
between the Chevanons, French, and the
Yavages their allies. The French made them
‘a long and elegant harangue, affuring them,
they came not here to wage war againfi any
body, but the Englith would not fuffer them
to live at reft ; that they hoped the favages,
their childre~, would not fuffer their father to
be infulted in his old age: that, notwith-
‘ftanding, if they had a mind to joip the Eng-
lifh,
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lith, they might do it; but if they had a
mind to think better, they would remain
in peace. ¥ This is all I could learn of this
council.

The French feconded thefe words with
two large belts, and two ftrings of wampum.
Their allies did the fame. There were aifo
confidevable prefents: to wit, fixteen fine
guns, two barrels of powder, balls in propor-
tion, fixteen fine {uits of cloaths, many cthers
of lefs value, and coverings of cloath. The
Chevanons made them no anfwer, nordid I
hear they have as yet.

It is aflured, that the Half King and his
people were killed, and that their wives and
children have been delivered to the barbarity
of the Cherokees and Catabocs, who are af-
fembled to the number of three hundred at
the new magazinc. Whether this be true or
not, ’tis certain, that the {avages are very much
alarmed; and were it not for this news, a2 num-
ber of different naticns would have efpoufed
your intereft: if this news be true (which I
cannot think ) you can depend upon no favages
in thefe quarters; which will make our re-

% Tt is therefore proved by the teftimony, even of
one of the Englifh, the moft prejudiced 2ainft the French,
that thefe latter did not excite the favages to the war.
This conduct may be compared with the cunning and ar-
tifices of the k.-glidh, which appear fo clealy in'Wath-
ington’s journal,

tusm
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turn very hazardous: but thisis not to he
confidered. :

The Chevanons, Picko, and (z) Delawago,
have held a great Council among them: I
know not the refult of it. I have engaged
fome of them to join you, and affured them
they would be very well received, and that
there were many fine prefents for the favages
at the new magazine. A prefent. made a-
propos at this time, might be of great fervice.
If we could engage the Catabocs and Chero-
kees to conclude a peace, I believe every thing
would go well. In the combat of the mea-
dow, near the fort of Neceflity, we had no
more than fix or feven favages, which we
call our own. I believe they were of the
nation of Mingo, and little efteemed in the
nation, particularly one John Englith: He is
of the numnber of thofe who are looked upon
to be fpies : 1 knew he was to join you with
his men, But be on your guard againft them.
Ifend you this by the brother-in-law of Ma-
naquetahas, a good fubjet whom you may-
truft.

You'll fee on the other fide the plan of the
fort drawn as well in detail as time and circum-
ftances would permit me. The garrifon at
prefent is not two hundred ftrong, all work-
men. The reft are gone off, to the number of
a thoufand, in different detachments. 7n two

(a) Savage nations. The Delawaco may be the fume
that M. Wathington calls Delawars.

days.
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ays Mercier, a good officer, will quit the fort,
and leave behind him only Contrecoeur, and
fomme young officers and cadets. They fent fome
days ago a lieutenant, with two hundred men
for provifions, and wait impatiently for them.
At his return, the garrifon will confift of four
hundred men. They{eem here to mifs laForce
greatly; Since his departure there were no
fcouts fent out. He is much regreted and de-
fired here, which makes me judge he was not
an ordinaryman. Whenwe engaced in the fer-
vice of our country, it was expected it would be
at the expence of our lives. Let no one there-
fore be deceived. Confider the advantage that
will accrue from the expedition without the
leaft regard to us. For my part I would die ten
thoufand deaths to enjoy the pleafure of fee-
ing this fort 1n the hands of the Englith. The
I'rench are fo vain of their fuccefs at the
meadows, that I would fooner dije, rather than
hear them {peak of this affair. Attack this au-
tumn as foon as you pofiibly can; gain over
the Indians; perfuade them with judement; in
a word, do what you can and you w.ll {ucceed:
an hundred trufty Indians are fufficient to
{urprize the fort. 'They have accefs every day
here. Thev may hide themfeclves, fo as to
be able, with. u: much difficulty, to fecure the
guard with their Tamkanto: let then the gate
be fhut, and the fort is our own., Here is.
never in the night but Contrecoeur and the
guard, wlicki never exceeds fifty men, all the

selk
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reft are lodged without the walls in cabins
built all round. For the love of God do not
cemmunicate this letter but to a few perfons;
and let thofe be fuch as you can depend on :
that they have here notice of every thing, is
not to be queftioned ; if they come to be in-
formed of what I write, the lofs of the little
liberty which Tam allowed, would be the leaft
ghat could happen me. I fhould be defirous
to hear from you; but let no mention be made
of this in your letter. Pleafe to excufe the
faults which might have crept into this letter,
in which there is no great coherency ; and be-
ieve me your’s. :

Signed, Robert Stobo.

P. S. Be kind to this Indian. Schinga
;md Deleavy George are come to this }wlacé. '

I underwritten, counfellor in the {uperior
council of Quebec, certify the having tranf-
lated from the Englith into French the
above letter, the original of which remains
depofited in the {ecretary’s office of the go-
vernor-general of New'France.

Signed 1 Perthuis.

We the goverpor-general and intendant
of New France certify, that M. Perthuis,
counfellor in the fuperior council of Quebec,
has tranflated the above letter; and that we
have heard all the Englith, who have been in
' Aa this
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this city, fay, that the faid fieur Perthuls
ipoke Englith well, and tranflated it in per-
fection. Done at Qucbec the 13th of Sep-
tember 1755.

Signed Vaudreuil and Bigot.

NUMB. XIL

Infiruiions given to General Braddock by bis
Britannick Majefty.

GeorGge R.

Nftru&tions for our trufty and well-beloved
Edward Braddock, Efq; major-general
of our armies, whom we have appointed
general and commander of all and every of
our troops and forces, which are a¢ually in
North America, or which may hereafter be
{ent thither, or therein raifed ; to vindicate our
jutt rights and our pofleflions in thefe parts.
Given at our palace of St. James’s, the 25th
of November 1754, and of our reign the
28th. ' '
Whereas, by ouyr commiffion dated the
24th of G:pteinber laft, we have appointed
you gciteral snd commander of all and eve
our forces which are, or hereafter fhall be in
North America: In order that you may be
the better enabled to anfwer the confidence of
which we have given you that teftimony, we
" have



‘ (£79)
have thought proper to give you the inftruc®
tions that follow. |
1. We, having given our mioft ferious ate
tention to the reprefentations of our {ubjects of
North America, dnd to the- prefent ftate of
our colonies ; to the end that our juft rights
and poffeffions may be guarded againft all en<
croachments, and the trade of our fubjelts fe-
cured ; have given diretions, that two of onr
regiments of foot; which are now ifi Ireland,
commanded by Sir Peter Halket and coloncl
Dunbar, be immediately fent over to Ame-
rica, with a fuitable trdin of artillery, tranfs
ports and provifions, under the convoy of a
certain number of our fhips of war: y
2. Upon receiving our prefent inftruttions;
you fhall embark on board one of our fhips
of war, and you fhall make fail' for North
America; where you will take upoi you the
.command of our forces ; and whereas we have
appointed Auguftus Keppel to command the
Iquadron of our fhips of war in the Americart
feas, we require and enjoin you to maintain
a perfeG underftanding and correfpondence
with him, {0 long as you fhall be eniployed ir
the fervice you are now in ; and we have given
the fame orders to the faid commander of buf
{quadron, with regard to the condu and the
eorrefpondence which he is to hold wih
: you;
'3 And wheréas a numiber of men thall be
~Wwanting to compleat our faid reginents, which
a2 are
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are to be compofed of betweeti five and fever
hundred men each ; and our intentiofi being ;
that there be forthwith raifed two other regi-
ments of infantry, compofed of a thoufand
men each, to be commanded by goverhor
Shirley and Sir William Pepperel, whom we
have appointed to be colonels thereof, in our
provinces and colonies of America; we have
given our orders that the rendezvous of the
regiment under the command of the former
thall be at Bofton, and that under the com-
mand of the latter at New York and Phila-
delphia ; and that our feveral governors fhall
take beforehand the meafures neceflary to
contribute to their utmoft, {o as to have about
three thoufand men in readinefs to be enlifted
for this purpofe, who are in proportion to the
number that {hall be raifed to be put under
your command, and are there to be fubject to
the diftribution which you fhall make of them
in the adove-mentioned corps.

And whereas we have thought proper to
detach Sir John Saint-Clair our quarter mafter
general, and. James Petcher, Efg; our com-
miffary for mufters and reviews in Americd,
to the end that they may make all neceffary
preparations againft the arrival of the two re-
giments from Europe, and for the raifing of
the forces above-mentioned ; you fhall inform
yourfelf immediately upon your arrival, of the
governors who " fhall be the neareft at hand,
and in time and place of all the governors,

and
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" and likewife of the quarter-mafter-general,
and the mufter-mafter-general, what progrefs
they thall have refpe@ively made in the execu-
tion of our above orders, to the end that you
may be able to ac in confequence.

4. It having been reprefented to us, that
the forces of Cork, which are to go over under
your command, may want provifions on their
arrival in America, we have caufed to be
thipped, &c. '

5. Whereas we have given orders to our faid
governors, to provide a quantity of freth provi-
fions for the ufe of the troops on their arrival ;
and whereas they are equally obliged to fupply
our officers with what they fhall ftand in need
of, whenever they thall be obliged to go from
place to place, and every thing that fhall be ne-
ceflary for travelling upon land when they can-
not go by fea ; likewife, to obferve and obey all
fuch orders as fhall be by you given them, or
by thofe whom you fhall, from time to time,
appoint to quarter the troops, haften the
tranfports, provide every thing neceflary for
fuch number of troops as’ fhall arrive, or
thall be raifed in America : and whereas thefe
feveral fervices are to be executed at the
charges of the governments where they {hall
take place ; It is our will and pleafure, that
in order to the exegution of all thefe paris,
you do apply to our abovefaid governors, or
to fome one of them, according to the exi-
gency of the feveral cafes. ‘

6. And
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6. And whereas we have moreover éofti~
manded, our faid governors to ufe all their
efforts, in order to prevail on the refpective
affemblies of their provinces to raife fpeedily
a confiderable a fum as they fhall be able to:
obtain, by way of contributing to a common
fund, to be provifionally employed in America
for the general fervice, and in particular, to de-
fray the expence of raifing the troops which are
to be employed in compleating the regiments.
above-mentioned : It is our will, that you
give them all the advice and affiftance you can
towards advancing thefe advantagequs projects,
by fettling fuch a cominon fund as may be fully
adequate to the projed? of fervice which we
propofe to you (@) ; but you are to take
fpecial care to hinder the giving any money
to the troops which are to be under your com-
mand ; fuch payments excepted, as fhall be
iade in confequence of the fupplies of effec-
tive men which fhall be made. ,

7, Having alfo commanded our faid go-
vernors to correfpond and confer with you on
all matters, which may tend towards accele-<
rating the faid levies in their refpetive gos
vernments, we require you to aid and affift
them in the execution of our inftructions ; you
are therefore not only to keep up a conftant
and frequent correfpondenee with them by

_{a) To know what this project was; fee colonel Nad
pier’s letter in the following pages.

Jetter's,
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letters, but you are alfo'to vifit the faid pro-
vinces, or fome of them, if you think it for
the advanage of our fervice ; and you fhall put.
our faid governors frequently in mind of ufing
all poffible diligence ; 10 as the execution of
pur projects may not be obftructed by the flow-
nefs of the levies, which are to take place in
their refpective provinces, or by the want of
tranfports, provifions, or fuch other things as
thall be neceffary, in whatever time or place
you fhall think convenient to affign for their
general rendezvous. -
" You fhall alfo affemble a council of war,
which we have thought proper to appoint,
and which fhall confift and be compofed of
yourfslf, the commander in chief of our thips,
of fuch governors of our colonies and pro~
vinces, ‘fuch colonels and other land officers
as fhall be found to he within a convenient
diftance of our faid general and commander
of our forces; and it fhall be with their advices,
or of the plurality of them, that you will de-
termine on all the operations which are to be
executed by our faid troops under your com-
mand, and all the other important points
which fhall have a reference thereto ; in the
manner that fhall be judged moft effeGual
for attaining the ends for which the faid troops
are defigned, and for cOTrefp’ondihg faithfully
with the truft which we have repofedin you.
- 8. You are not only to keep up the moft
entire harmony and friendfhip poffible with

' ' the
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the feveral governors of our colonies and pro-
vinces, but even with the chiefs of thefe In-
dian nations. You are to endeavour to find
out fome perfon that is fit and agreeable to the
Indian nations in the fouthern parts, in order
to fend him to them for this purpofe; in
the fame manner as we have direGted
colonel Johnfon, to repair to the northern
nations, as being the perfon, whom it is be-
lieved, they will receive with the greateft
pleafure ; to the end that they may be pre-
vailed on to fhare and a¢t with our forces, (2)
in the operations which you fhall deem the
moft advantageous and expedient to under-
take.

. You fhall from time to time, inform your-
felf of the nature and value of the prefents
which fhall be granted by the affemblies of
our different colonies and provinces, accord-
ing to cuftom, in order to invite and engage
the Indian nations to our interefts and alli-
ance; and you fhall be very attentive that a
juft and faithful diftribution be made thereof,
by fuch perfons as fhall be charged to make
it ; and you fhall affift thefe perfons with your
beft advice towards the faid diftribution : you
are to be alfo particularly attentive that thefe
prefents be defpofed of prudently, in all the

(a) The orders given to Colonel Johnfon were long
before this inftru&ion. The project was therefore long
fince concerted, and the invafion of the country fituated
on the Fuir River, entered into the plan of this project,

occafions
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occafions in which they fhall be made; and
in thofe exigencies againft which, lientenant
governor Dinwiddie, might have made a pro-
viffon, with regard to the Indians, in confe-
quence of the fums of money which have becn
already granted in his towns, or elfe where.

10. It having been reprefented to us, that
the French and the inhabitants (@) of our dif-
ferent colonies, hold a correfpondence; and car-
ry on an illicit trade together; you afe to take
{peedily all the meafures neceffary to prevent
the continuance of fuch dangerous practices ;
and in particular that no fort of provifions be
fupplied, under any pretext whatfocver, to
the French, &c.
. 11. Whereas we have thought that on the
prefent occafion, it was fit to fettle and afcer-
tain the rank which is to be obferved between
the officers bearing our immediate commitfi-
ons, and thofe who ferve under the commiffions
of our governors, &c.
- 12. You will receive, here-to annexed, a
copy of the orders which we fent, the 28th of
Auguft 1753, to our feveral governors,
wherein we enjoin them, and exhort our co-
lonies and our provinces of North America,

(a) Theking of England acknowledges here the general
law, which prohibits an European colony' to drive a
trade with- the favages difperfed on the territory of ano-
ther colony: it is by virtue of this law that the French
were authorized to coufifcate the goods of the Englith
who came to trade on the Fair River, ’

Bb o
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to unite together for their common and mu-
tual defence; and you will fee by our directions
of the §th of July (of which likewife a copy
is herewith delivéred to you) our repeated
commands for the enforcing our orders of
the 28th of Auguft 1753; and that we
werepleafed to dire¢t that the fum of ten
thoufand pounds might be remitted in fpecie to
governor Dinwiddie, and to give leave to our
faid lieutenant-governor to draw for another
fum of ten thoufand pousids, on the condi-
tions mentioned in our order of the 3d of July
laft, which was fent to the faid lieutenant-
governor the 27th of September following ;
the faid fum to be employed towards the ge-
neral fervice and protection of Nerth-America:
The {feveral other letters of the 25th and
26th of O&tober and 4th of November, to
our governors, to Sir William Pepperel and to
colonel Shirley (copies of which will be de=
livered to you, together with the prefent) will
make you thoroughly acquainted with our or=
ders and irftructions, which have been made
known on this occifion to our officers and
governors ; and will. enable you to inform
your{elf of their execution, and the advantages
which fhall have refulted therefrom.

13. You are not to fail fending us, hy the firft
and all opportunities which may offer, a clear
and particular account of your fteps, and of
every thing that is effential to our fervice, by
Jetters to one of our principal minifters and fe-

eretary
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cretary of ftate, from whom you will receive,
from time to time, fuch orders, of a more
ample nature, as fhall be neceflary for your
condu&, :

« T under-written ; counfellor in the fupe-
rior council of Quebec, certify the having
tranflated from - the Englith into French,
word for word, the King of England’s in-
fructions to general Braddock ; the original
of which remains depofited in the fe-
cretary’s office of the governor-general of
New-France.” Done at Quebec, September
the thirticth, one thoufand feven hundred and
fg,ftywﬁw. :

Signed PerTHUIS,

« We governor-general and intendant of
New-France, certify that M. Perthuis, coun-
fellor in the fuperior council of Quebec, has
tranflated from Englith into French, the King
of England’s inftructions to general Braddock ;
and that we have heard it faid by all the Eng-
lith who have been in this city, that the fieur
Perthuis {poke Englifh, and tranflated it to
perfeGtion.” Done at Quebec, September the
thirtieth, one thoufand feven hundred and
fiftv-five, . .

Signed

Vaudreuil and Bi got.

Bb 2 N U M B.



( 188 )

NUMBER XIL

Letter from M. Rober: Napier, writicn fo
L. Broddock, by order of bis Royal High-
nefs the Duke of Cumberland.

London, Nov. 25, 1754.
Sirg,

I S Royal Highnefs the Duke, in the
E many audiences which he gave you,
has entered into all the particular details of
the fervice which you are going upon; and,
on Saturday, communicated to you his notions
as a better rule for the execution of the dif-
ferent aticles of Lz rajefly’s inftrutions:
and &5 you werc dfirous that nothing of what
pafled then, fhovid eicape your memory ;
he huis commanded me to fet down every
thing in writnz.  His royal Lizhnefs has this
friice vey mwch at heare it bciné of the
unncit confequence to the territories in the
cbedicace of his majefty in Anievica, and the
honour of thc ticens which L employs in
the faid countries. As you are particularly
converned in this atfair, his royal highnefs
takes the greater fhare therein, as he has
made intereft with his majefty to procure you

this command.
It 1s the opinion of his royal highnefs, that
irfimCdiately after your landing, you confider
: what
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whatkindofartilleryand otherimplementsof wa
it will be neceffary to tranfport to Wills-creek;
for your firft operation on the Ohio; and this, in
fuch guantity as that it may not be wanting in
thefervice ; Likewife that youform a fecond field
train, with good officers and foldiers, who aré
to be fent to Albany, and be in thorough rea=
dinefs to march for the fecond operation at
Niagara. You are tq take under your com-
mand what number you thall think neceflary,
from the two companiesof artillery which are at
Nova-Scotia and Newfoundland, as foon as the
feafon will permit you ; being however mindful
to leave a force fufficient for the defence of
the Ifland. Captain Ord, a very experienced
officer, and of whom his royal highnefs has a
great opinion, will join you as foon as hé
poflibly can.

When the regiments of Shirley and Peppe-
rel (hall be increafed to a number fufficiently
confiderable ; it is the opinion of his royal
highnefs that you caufe them to encamp, not
only for the {peedier difciplining them, but
alfo to attract the attention of the French, and
throw them into a fufpenfe with regard to the
place you purpofe to attack. His royal highnefs -
makes no doubt, but all the officers and
captains of thefe corps will anfwer his expec-
tation, in modelling and difciplining their re-
{peétive troops.

The moft ‘exa& and the ftriCteft difcipline
js always neceffary : but it can never be too

much
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much infifted on in the fervice now under con
fidertion, His royal highnefs therefore recom-
mends to you the enforcing it among your
troops in the moft uniform manner. You
are alfo to guard againft all panic terrors, in
the prefence of the Indians, with whom
they are not yet acquainted ; and whom the
French will not fail making ufe of, in or-
der to terrify them. His royal highnefs
recommends to you the vifiting your potts
night and day; that both the colonels
and other officers of the army be exalt
in doing the fame; and that you yourfelf fet
frequent examples thereof ; and to give your
troops to underftand, that no excufe will be
admitted for any {urprife whatever.

If the expedition of the Ohio, thould take
up more time than has been imagined ; and
if, while it is carrying on, Shirley’s and Pep-
perel’s regiments thould be found fufficient
to undertake the reduction of Niagara; it is
the opinion of his royal highnc_fs, that youn

confider, whether you can repair thither in
* perfon, leaving the command of the troops
on the Chio to an officer, on whom you fafely
rely ; or whether it may not be more con-
ducive to the fervice, to fend to thefe troops
fome perfon whom you might have had n
view for the command of the Ohio? This
is an extremz nice cafe, and demands
great attention on your part; inafmuch as
colonel Shirley is next to you in command.

' - Thereforc



- (191 ) .
Therefore if ‘you do fend fuch an dfficer, he
muft conduct himfelf in fuch a2 manner, as
to appear only in the capacity of a friend
and counfellor, with regard to colonel Shirley;
who fhould be wrote to accordingly he not
being verfed in military affairs: and his royal
highnefs thinks, that this officer ought not to
produce, or make mention of the commif=
fion which he thould have from you, to take
the command of him, excepting in the cafe of
abfolute necefity.

The above arrangements may ferve as a
foundation to proceed upon, in cafe the ex-
pedition of Crown-point # may take place,
whilft the reduction of Niagara is laboured
at.

If it thould be nieceflary for you, ifter the

Ohio expedition, to repair to Niagara with all
your forces ; his royal highnefs advifes you to
examine with the greateft attention, whether it
may not be poffible to go from the Ohio to
Niagara by a fhorter way than that of thé
lakes ; which you ought not to undertake
under any pretext whatfoever, without a mo-
ral certainty that provifions will not be want=
ing, &c.

As to the defign which you have to make
yourfelf mafter of Niagara, which is of the

utmoft confequence ; ﬁis royal highnefs re-

# This is Fort-frederic : In Englifh, €rown-point.

commenls
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commends it to you to leave nothing to
chance, in the purfuit of that enterprife.

As to the reduction of Crown-point, peo-
ple are perfuaded that the provincial troops
will be of much more fervice ; being better
acquainted with the country; and his royal
highnefs recommends to you, after the taking
the fort, to confult with the governors of the
neighbouring provinces about a proper place
to build a fortification on, which hereafter may
may f{creen both the fortrefles and provinces.

As to what relates to the forts which you
fhall think necefiary to erect, which they
perhaps are but too fond of in that country ;
Lis royal highnefs recommends it to you to ob-
terve, that they may be contrived in fuch a
manner as not to require a ftrong garrifon ; and
he is of cpinion, that you thowd not build forts
that are confiderable, and of ftone, without
having previouily fent plans and eftimates of
the faid forts to England, in order to be ap-
proved of by the government. His royal
highnefs thinks that forts of earth, with
pointed ftakes and pallifadoed with geod
ditches, * capable of containing two hundred
men, and in cafe of need, four hundred
will be fufficient for the prefent.

As lieutenant colonel Lawrence who com-
mands at Nova-fcotia, has for fome time
paft formed a plan of making himfelf mafter
of Beaufejour; his royal highnefs is of ovi-

nion
* Stockaded Forts,
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nion, -and advifes you thereto, that you con-
fult him about this point, both as to the time
and manner of executing this projet. Hig
royal highnefs forefees that his majefty’s fhips
will be of great ufe in this expedition ; not
only in tranfporting the troops, ftores, qnd
warlike implements, but alfo in intercepting
the ftores and other fuccours which the
French may receive either by Bay-Francoife
or from Cape-Breton, to Baye-Verte, on the
other fide of the Iithmus.

As to your winter-quarters, your operations
being over, his royal highnefs recommends to
you, to examine whether the French may
not be for making fome attempts the next fea-
fon ; and what place they will more probably
fix on. In this cafe, it would be more expe-
dient to cantoon your troops on that fide, and
at fuch diftance from one another, as that you
mayeafily reunite them for the generaldefence.
But you will be able to deteymineyourfelf with
regard to this, upon the appearances of things,
andfrom the intilligence whichhasbeen recom-
mended ta you, to procure by all fort of means,
immediately on your arrival. It is needles
mentioning to you, how aitentive you ought to
be, not to fuffer yourfelf to be furprifed. His
royal highnefs thinks, that the greateft diffi-
culty you fhall meet with in your errand, wiil
arife from the fupplies of provifions for your
troops. He therefore recommends to you to

Cc |5
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be very careful in this refpe®, and to take for
this purpofe as foon as poffible, certain mea-
fures with the governors, your quarter-mafter-
general, and your commiffaries. I hope the
extraordinary fupplies which are carried you
by the fleet, and the thoufand barrels of beef
defigned for your fubfiftence, will facilitate
and enfure the fupplying of your troops.

I believe to have omitted above, none of all
the points on which you defired to have fome
eclarcifement. If fo: you may expofe them
now, or hereafter. If you will be fo good
as to commumcate to me, fuch pomts as may
embarrals you, I fhall take it upon me to lay
them before his royal highnefs’; and to ac-
quaint you with his manner of thmkmg on
the fubject. 1 heartily with you much fuc-
cefs ; and as this fuccefs will greatly rejoice all
your fricnds, I earneftly defire, that you will
be perfuaded, nobody will take greater plea-

fure in being informed thereof than he who
15, &c.

Signed
Robert Napier.

Afterwards is written,

1 the underwritten, counfellor in the fuperior
council of Quebeg, certify the having tranf-
lated
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lated from the Englifh into French, word
for word, the above letter ; the original of
which remains depofited in the fecretary’s
office of the governor-general of New:
France. Done at Quebec, the thirtieth of
September, one thoufand feven hundred
“and fifty five,

Signed Perthuis.

And lower down is written.

We the governor-general and intendant
of New France certify, thit M. Perthuis;
colinfellor in the fuperior council of Quebec;
has tranflated the above letter; and that we
have heard all the Englith; who have been in
this city; fay, that the faid fieur Perthuis
{poke Englith well, and tranflated it to per-
fection. Done at Quebec the thirtieth of

September, one thoufand feven hundred and
fifty five.

Signed

Vaudreuil and Bigot.

tcz NUAB,
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N UMB. XIL

Tranflation of a Regifler of Letters written
by M. Braddock, to feveral Miniffers amid
Englifb Noblemen.

LETTER L
To Henry Fox Efy; Secretary at War.

SIR, Williamfburgh, Febr. 24, 1755

A FTER a paffage of feven weeks in
which I had very bad. weather, I ar-
rived here, where I found every thing in
great confufion as I expeted it: much mo-
ney has been already expended here, though
very little has been done as yet. Sir John
St-Clair is juit arrived here, and I refer you
to his letters, to be informed of the bad con<
dition of the independent companies of New-
York : the time fince my arrival has been too-
thort, to be able to give you an account of
them by myfelf. The governor here is of
opinion,. that the pecple of this province,’ are
well perfuaded o the neceflity of giving all the
afiiftance in their power towards forwarding
an affair that concerns them fo nearly. Go-
vernor Dobbs is well enough fatisfied with
thofe of his province, and hopes to be more
fo hereafter.

Penfylvania will do nothing, and fupplies
the French with every thing they want. [

thall
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fhall execute your orders punctually, as foon
as T thall have it in my power : I have been
under a neceffity of appointing a commiffary
for ahout fifteen days. I thall have occafion
to write to you, and fhall acquaint you with
all fiich particulars as I fhall think moft in-
terefting. I am with a profound refpect,
fir, &c.

LETTER I
To Colonel Napier, Aajuz‘ant-Geneml.

SR, Williamfburgh, Feb. 24, 1753.
FTER having gone through all the
L hazards of the {ea from which I got fafe,
I arrived here the 20th of this month. The
- governor has given me hopes that the people
will grow more traCtable : and that they feg
the neceflity of fupplying me with all the
fuccours they can, in an undertaking which
concerns them perfonally.  So little order has
fubfifted hitherto, that much has been fpent
in doing very little. Sir John St-Clair arrives.
at this inftant, and you will fee by his letters
(to which I refer you) what is now done.
This man is indefatigable, and has done all
that man is eapable of doing. You will fee,
by his letters, the condition of the troops
in this country ; particularly that of the infa-
mous free companies of New-York. The
province of Penfylvania the moft ncmerous,
and the richeft of thefe provinces, will

do
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do nothing; dnd fuppiics the French. Thé
Six-Nations have now declared for the French:
I have as yet but four twelve pounders;
which will not be attended with any
great effet if T am be obliged to make a
breach, but I cannot help that. 1 fhall en-
deavour to get fome from the men of war.
‘We have yet nothing in readinefs to tranf=
port them. My moft humble duty to his
royal highnefs. Iam, my dear colonel, your
moft humble, &c. .

LETTER I

To Sir Thomas Robinfon, bis Majefly’s prz’na":
pal Secretary of State.

SIR, Williamfburgh, March i8, 1755,

Arrived here the 20th of February: the

Gibraltar having failed two days after, it
was not poffible for me to fend you by her,
an account of the preparations which have
been made in the provinces for the fervice of
our expedition ; nor of the meafures which I
muft take to make it fiicceed.

Immediately after my arrival; I forwarded
with all {peed, letters to the different governors
of this continent, in order to prevail on them
to exert themfelves in their refpective govern=
ments towards obtaining fupplies of men and
rhoney, purfuant to the orders they hadreceived

from
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from his majefty : recommending to them,
to lock up their ports in fuch a manner as to
render it impoffile for the enemy to draw
any provifions from ps; which has been ex-
ecuted here by governor Dinwiddie. I have
likewife; agreeable to his majefty’s inftruc-
tions, recommended to them the eftablith-
ing a common fund out of the !ﬁODFE’
granted by the feveral colonies ; which will
ferve as a provifional capital towards de-
fraying the expence of the general fervice
of our expedition, and might be at my
difpofal ; offering to make myfelf account-
able to each of them for the employment
that fhall be made of it. Though this
is the beft ftep that can be taken towards
promoting the fervice I am engaged in, and
the fureft road to fuccefs ; yet the jealoufy of
the people, and the difunion of many colo-
nies, as well between them in general, as
between each of them in particular, are fuch,
that I almoft défpair of fucceeding. I am
indeed very forry to tell you, that in all
appearance, I fhall meet with great difficul-
ties in obtaining of thefe colonies, the fup-
plies which his majefty expes from them;
and which the general “intereft requires.
The different governors of the ‘provinces of
this continent will, I think2 inform you of
what each of thefe provinces has already done
in favour of this undertaking, and  what
they are to do hereafter: All I can inform

you
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you of for the prefent, is, that gavernor Din-
widdie has already obtained from his province,
twenty thoufand pounds currency: and that
he hopes to obtain of the affembly, which he
has appointed to meet for this purpofe, the
firft of may next, alarger fum. North-Ca-
rolina has granted eight thoufand pounds;
that of Maryland, fix thoufand pounds ;
each the current coin of their refpective
governments.

Though Penfylvania is, without contra-
diGion, the richeft and the moft concerned
in the event of this expedition ; yet it has
fupplied nothing hitherto. I have therefore
wrote to the governor a very full letter;
which he is to lay before the affembly of
that province, if he judges it neceffary, to
make them fenfible of their duty; I fend
you a copy thereof. |

1 make no doubt but governor Shirley has
acquainted you with the progrefs made in
the raifing of the American regiments: [
take his to as good as complete, from the
accounts that have been given me. As to
that of fir William Pepperrel, I cannot give’
you w.ny account. I have taken meafures
with Mr. Keppel, that thefe regiments may
have, with all the expedition poffible, the
arms and ¢! ‘hing deftined for each of them.
All the triniports are arrived, excepting the
Severn, ~which has on board a company of
fir Peter Halkett's regiment, which is ex-

pected
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peCted from day to day: I have had no
fick asyet. Inftead of cantooning my troops,
as | at firft propofed, aceording to the account
fent to England by Sir John Sinclair, I have
ordered the tranfports to fail up the river
Potomack and to fall down to Alexandria,
and land them where 1 defign to encamp;
~the wind being favourable and apprehending
no rifk.

All the new raifed troops of Virginia and
Maryland are likewife to join me at Alexan-
dria ; I fhall take the picked mento complete
the Englith regiments- to feven hundred men
each, and fhall employ the others in the
following manner, as has been agreed on
with Governor Dinwiddie ; viz. to form two
eompanigss of carpenters, compofed each of a
captam, two fubalterns, two ferjeants, and
thirty men. The firft of thefe will be abfo-
lutely neceflary to make roads and boats,
repair the carriages, &c. and Jthall make ufe
of the remainder of thefe fupplies to cover the
main body, and guard it againft all‘furprize's.
Thefe companies. will ‘be paid by the pro-
vinces, and on the fame footing with thofe
of Old England, allewing for the difference
of currency, which isabout 25 per cent, I
have alfo raifed a company of guides,” com-
gofed of a captain, twe aids, and ten men :
I have eftablithed pofts from the head quar-
ters to Philadelphia, Annapolis in Maryland,
and Williamfburgh; in order to keep up the

Dd
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correfpondence which is neceflary for me,
with all the governors of thefe provinces.

As foon as I can poffibly aflemble my
troops, collect forage, provifions, and other
things neceflary for a march, I fhall pro-
ceed ; and fet about reducing the French
forts on the Ohio. It is a great doubt
whether I fhall meet with any grafs on
the other fide of the . llezany mountains
before the end of April, which is the fooneft
I can get theré. 1 have it not now in my
power to give you a juft account of the num-
ber of troops I thall have with me. Suppofing
I compleat the Englith regiments to four thou-
fand four hundred men, the companies of
carpenters and {couts to the number above-
mentioned, with tt.c independent companies
of New York, which fall very fhort of their
comyp'cment, as dothofe of Carolina; I be-
lieve the whole will not exceed two thoufand
three hundred men. I propofed to have
auzmented them, by means of the provin-
cials, to the number of three thoufand. But
as I thought it neceffary to have an interview
with governor Shirley, and that accordingly
I ordered him to meet me at Annapolis in.
Maryland, I have put off giving the neceffary
directions for this augmentation tiil after the
faid interview.

I expect governor Shirley at Annapalis
in lefs than three weeks. Governor Dinwiddie
offers to attcnd me thither, aad ] have writ to

thofe
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thofe of York and Penfylvania to meet me
there, if the affairs of their provinces do
permit it. In this interview, at which com-
modore Keppel is alfo to be prefent, I inte.nd
fettling theoperations, which we fhalldetermine
to be carried on towards the northern parts, and
entering into an examination of the means,
which we may make ufe of with advantage,
to recover the frontiers of the Indians, that
arc contiguous to feveral colonies, and fecure
them for his majefty; and I fhall endeavour at
the fame time to excite the governors to the
exertion of all their influence, towards pro-
moting the King’s ; fervice; in an affair of
this importance. 1 fhall lay hold, on
the firft opportunity to acquaint you with
what fhall be agreed upon. I cannot tell
you juftly what forces the French have
on the Ohio; but if the various accounts
which we have from thence may be depended
upon, they exceed three thoufand, the major
part of which is compofed of Indians. It is
a general opinion that the Iroquois are in the
French King’s intereft, excepting the Mo-
hawks (‘z). Governor Dinwiddie flatters
himfelf greatly, that thefe laft will unite them-
felves with us, as alfo the Catawbas, a war-
like nation, though fmall in number, and
fome Cherokees. Al the other fouthern na-
tions appear now to be linked to the French;

{a) Thefe are the Anjes,
Dd 2 but
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but as their attachment ought 70 be afcribed to
the fuccefs which they have lrely obtained
over us, it may be hoped that the ‘appearance
of our army, or the leaft advantage which we
thall gain over them, will be produltive of a
great alteration in their difpotitions.

I fend vou enclofed the extract of a letter
from the officer who commands at Chowaguen
written to governor Dinwiddie (4) which
proves the monftruous and abfurd falthoods,
which the French make ufe of, to impofe on
the favages, and gain them over to their in-
terefts.

M: de Lancey, lieutenant-governor of New
York, propofes to me in his letters, to employ
the money which is to be raifed in his govern-
ment, and is deftined for the prefent expedi-
tion, in building forts for the particular defence
of that province ; as this propofal appears to me
to be now quite out of feafon, I wrote him
word, that all the affiftance that could be
given by the colonies, could not be better
employed than in forwarding the prefent ex-
pedition.

Governor Dinwiddie writes me word, that
M de Lancey has agreed to a neutrality, be-
tween the inhabitants of Albany and the neigh-
bouring Indians in alliance with the French.
I do not fee what reafon he has had to f{uffer

(6) The moft this letter proves is, that the com-
mander of Chouaguen accufes the French of falthood.

a thing
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a thing of o extraordinary a nature ( ¢) but
as I think it may be attended with great in.
convencies, Iintend giving him my opinion
of it in the ftrongeft terms. I efteem myfelf
very happy in being afiociated in his majefty’s
fervice with an officer, of M. Keppel’s abili-
ties and good difpofitions ; which appears by
his readinefs to enter into every meafure that
may be conducive to the fuccefs of this
undertaking. As but four pieces of twelve
pounds were given me with the train, and
that a greater number appeared neceflary
to me, I applied to him to have four
more from his fhips, with the neceffary
ammunition, which he has granted me
with the greateft readinefs poflible; as alfo
a deal of other things which I ftood in need
of : he has likewile let me have thirty
feamen, with the officers neceflary to conduét
them, to attend on the army in its march LI
make ufe of them with advantage in building
battoes, in-order to affift us in tranfporting our
artillery and heavy baggace; and for their
{fubfiftence I fixed it, with the commodore, to
three {hillings and fixpence a day, for the
officers, and fixpence for the failors ; which [
fhall be obliged to take out of the quotas
furnithed by the provinces. As I do not find
that the provifions whigh have been made by

(¢) What? it was then very extraordinary, that the
inhabitants f Albany, would notbel eve themfclves in
war with the French and tuc favazes their allies?

1
the
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the colonies for the fubfiftence of our troops,
are fufficient, I fhall be obliged, in order to
fupply the deficiency, to take a thoufand
barrels of beef and ten tons of butter, out of
the provifional fupply fent from England.

The juftice which I muft do governor
Dinwiddie, will not allow me to conclude
this letter without acquainting you, with the
zcal which he has fhewn, and the pains
which he has taken in all fhapes, for the
good of the fervice on this occafion ; when
I confider the faction which has prevailed
over him in his government, I find he has fuc-
ceeded in a manner beyond all hopes.

I have his Majefty’s orders to deliver all the
French who fhall be taken in this expedition to
Commodore Keppel in order to be carried to
France ; but as M. Keppel, has had no direc-
tions from the admiralty, in this refpe, and
that thisaffair appears to bim of too nice a nature
to act in it without order, I muft beg orders
from his Majefty of a more ample nature in
regardto this affair, and that as foon as poffible.
The Severn is juft arrived.

Iam, Sir, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER IV.

To the Governor of Penfilvania.
Alexandria, inVirginia April 15, 1755.
S1R,

Am informed, that there are in your pro-
vince -a great number of Indians from

the river Ohio, who have been expelled from
thence by the French. I defire you will let
them know that I march, with a body of the
King’s troops, to wreft from the French
the encroachments which they have made on
that river, in order to re-eftablith the Indians
our allies, and to defend them therein againft
their enemy. As thefe Indians muft be perfect-
ly acquainted with that country, and that they
may be of great ufe to me, in the courfe of my
expedition, I beg you will prevail on them to
come and join me at Will's Creek, with their
choice men ; and to affure them, that they
fhall be well ufed, and fhall not want any
thing neceffary to them. I beg you will ac-
quaint me with what you haye done in this
affair, as alfo what Indians I may expe@ from
your province. I hope the ftates of your go-
vernment will take care of the fubfiftence of

the
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the women and children, until the return of
thofe people : as they would be very trouble-
fome to me if they came to the camp.

LETTER V-

To the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Robinfon,
one of his Majefly's principal fecretaries of
Slate.

Alexandria, April 19, 1755,
S IR,

Had the honour to write to you from

Williamfburgh the 18th of laft March,

by a veflel which was to fail in eight days
after. '

The 13th of this month, Governor Shirley,
accompanied by the other Governors, of whom
I made mention in my laft, as alfo Colonel
Jchnfon met me here.

In this interview, M. Shirley has commu-
nicated to me a plan, formed by him and Go-
vernor Lawrence, of which he told me he had
given you an account of, for attacking the
French fortsin Acadia ; as [ entirely approved
of it, I fent immediately my orders to Colo-
nel Monckton, to take upon himfelf this com-

mand,
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mand, and to fet about this expedition, with-
out delay.

I have alfo fettled with him the plan, for
the reduction of crown point, which is to be
undertaken, only by provincial trcops, raifed
in the northern colonies to the number of
about four thoufand four hundred, under the
command of Colonel Johnfon, a perfon re-
commended by his great influence over
the fix Indian nations, and by the repu-
tation which he enjoys throughout all the
northern colonies. ‘

As the moft important of all our enter-
prifes is that of Niagara, I propofed to M.
Shirley that he would charge himfelf with
this commiffion, which he has done readily.
I have accordingly given him my orders
for taking his own regiment along with
him, which ought to be complete: and
Pepperel’s, fuch as it is, in order to go
upon this expedition with all the diligence
poffible. 1 have heretofore given my or-
ders for the reinforcing the garrifon of
Chouaguen, with two companies of Peppe-
rels, and the two independent companies of
New York ; which 1 looked upon as a ne-
ceflary ftep, in order that the works micht be
put in {uch a fituation, asmay :wercaticr preferve
the garrifon, and fecure our troops aretioat,

As M. Shirley, is the officer who 1s nex: to
me in comrpand, and that [ have the higheft

Ee - opinion
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opinion of his integrity and his zeal for hisma-
jefty’s fervice, I have authorized him, in cafe
no treafurer was named in the northern parts,
to draw upon his Majefty’s treafurer to the
amount of what will be expcudod towards
the fervice of his province.

I wrote to the Duke of Newcattle, to prove
in this manner the neceffity of ating on ac-
count of the diftance we are at, and the im-
poffibility of conferring together on this fubject.

(He writes, that Governor Shirley propofed
to him, to treat the two new raifed regiments
as thofe of old England.)

The inclofed copy will inform you of the
different fubjects that have been canvafled in
the council, and which I brought on the
carpet at the interview which I had with the
Governors.  As his Majefty has entrufted to
me the care of employing fuch proper perfons
as I thould find moft fitting to gain over, the
Indian nations to his interefts; this, in the
council appeared to me of much greater con-
fequence than I had imagined, and to require
the greater attention, as their conduct toe
wards us for fome years paft, is an indication
of the fix nations bemng diffatisfied with
us, and that a great want of confidence ap-
pears on their fide, in the arms of his majefty.
1 propofed Colonel Johnfon as the propereft
man for this errand, on account of the great
eredit which he enjoys among them; my

choice
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choice has been unanimoufly approved of by
tac council, and I accordingly fent him a
fpeech which_he is to make in my name, tu-
gether with the moft extenfive powers to treat
with them. He is fingly entrufted with the
condu of this negotiation : for this purpofe L
advanced himthe fum of two thoufand pounds,
of which eight hundred are to be immediately
given them in preients, and to be repayed by
the colonies, the remainder is for future pre-
fents, and in order to pay what it may coft to
make them move, [ have Likewife given him
power to draw on Governor Shirley for larger
fums, in cafes of abfolute neceflity, without
‘any other condition than that of keepinz an
exac account of the employment which he
thall make of it; the exigency of the fervice,
and the neceflity of my relying upon him, en-
gage me to fhew him this confidence, and
the inflances of probity which he -has given
on every occafion, are to me affurances that --
he will make no bad ufe of it.

You will be fufficiently informed, by the
minutes of the council which T addrefs to
you, of the impoffibility of obtaining from
many colonies the eftablithing a general fand
agreeable to the inftructions of his majefty,
and the circular letters which you have ad-
drefled to me for the feveral governors, Since
the laft accounts which I have given you of
this, very little has been fupplied either in men

oy
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or money by all thefe provinces. 'The fum of
twenty thoufand pounds currency has been ex-
pended in Virginia, altho’ the money has not
been yet paid: the provinces of Penfylvania
and Maryland perfift ftill in their refufal to
contribute , the province of York has raifed
the fuin of five thoufand pound currency for
the troaps of that province, which I have def-
tined {or the particular fervice of tac garrifin
of Chouagueir; the fum of four ¢heulnd
pounds has been moreover raifed in s pro-
vince for the fortifications oi” this government,
and above all the metropolis; I have defired
M. De Lancey to get it to pafs for the general
fervice of the expedition, but I am much afraid
it will not be granted.

Governor ~ Shirley  will ~ acquaint  you,
wiili the expence New England has been at
in the prodigicus levy of men, which has
been made in that government for the enter-
prifes tewards the north (a), the other govern-
ments have done little or nothing. 1 cannot
help taking the liberty to lay before you the

(a) Prodigious levies made for the enterprifes towards
the north ! Let us recolleét the fituation of Canada with
rezerd to the Englith colonies, and the feope of thefe
enterprifes will be perceived by every body. Such a
numberof preparations, and fuch confiderable expences
certainly could not in faét have for fole objec the un-
grawful country which extends from the Apalachian
mountains to the fair river, 4nd which Is fcarce worth
tbe arming one fhip, o

help
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neceflity there appears to be of impofing 2
tax on ali his majefty’s dominions ip America,
agreeable to the ref.ult of the council, to repay
the large furns which muft be advanced for
his fervice, and the intereft of thefe colo-
nies in this important crifis.

I am obliged to acquaint you, that the ex-
pence which relates to the {ervice of Amenca,
will exceed the contingent of each province
much beyond what 1had perfuaded myfelf
it would, and even beyond what the govern-
ment has imagined. Among other innu-

erable caufes which may be mentioned of
the confiderable augmentation of the expence
attending the fervice of my province, I fhall
mention the number of horfes, waggons, and
battoes, neceflary for the tranfporting the ar-
tillery, baggage, &c. the couriers and the ex-
ceffive price of the day labourers. Though
I am fully bent upon proceeding with the
greateft ceconomy, whether it be repaid by
the provinces or not, I fhall be blamad by
his majefty if by miftaken favings, conﬁdering
the fituation of affairs, it fhould occafion the
mifcarriage of the intended operations.

You will give me leave, fir, to refer you
to the minutes of the council in regard to the
propofitions which I had made to thefe pro-
vinces, to which no anfwer has been made,
particularly, in. what relates to the battoes,
which ought to bebuiit on the lakes: the build-
ing of thofe which are to be on lake Ontario,

18
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is to belong to governor Shirley’s province, and
the expence of thefe battoes is to be paid by
commodore Keppel.

Since my departure from Williamsburgh,
7 have had the honour to receive one of your
letters, with his majefty’s directions to aug-
ment all the regiments of this continent to a
thoufand men each; 1 have accordingly
cmployed towards the fouthern parts {uch of-
ficers as appeared to me moft fitting for the
purpofe of recruiting ; and I difpatched a cou-
rier to M. Lawrence, in order that he might
execute thefe his Majefty’s orders relative to
the regiments of his province, withall the ex-
pedition poffible. _

I have his Majefty’s orders to create no new
officers in thefe regiments? but this augmen-
tation of troops, together with the many fmall
detachments which I muft make, has already
obliged me to name a number of fecond fubal-
terns, out of thofe who have been recommend-
ed to me from home, to ferve without pay, till
there are vacancies. There muft be an ofii-
cer to each of thefe detachments, who is to
take care of the provifions and the cheft, as
likewife to mark out the camps, which as
there are no villages, muft be done every night,
and which are the more necefiary in this coun-
try, as the woods are very thick; the officer by
this means is nearer at hand to have his troop
under his eye, and has it more in his power ta
prevent all {urprife from the Indians, who i« al-

viayy
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ways greatly to be apprehended, whatever pre-
caution is taken ; for this and many other rea-
fons which T could recite, I cannot exprefs to
you the many difficuliics 1 fear I fhall meet
in the fervice which I have been entruft-
ed with, towards the northern parts of Ame-
rica, if the number of officers be not aug-
mented in proportion to that of the troops.

The little dependence that is to be made
on this country, obliging me to draw the pro-
vifions requifite for the fervice of this expedi~
tion, from many colonies diftant, the one
from the other. I have been under the
neceffityof appointing two affiftant commiffa-
ries for the victualling, to whom I have af-
ﬁgned four fhillings per day: 1 have alfo
named an affiftant quarter-mafter, with the
fame pay owing to the neceflity which [
lic under of employing fir John St. Clair,
at three hundred miles diftance from me
now, he being taken up with making roads
and bridges, and providing us with waggons,
horfes, &c. for the tranfporting our f{tores,
provifions, and artillery. I have met with
fo many obftacles in getting carriages, which
could not have been furmounted, had it not
been for the zeal and adtivity of the officers,
and others employed o this purpofe. The
want of forage, is an obftacle which I fee
no remedy for, but letting out the horfe$
~to fced on the mountains. I propofe

0.
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fetting out to-morrow morning from hence
on my way to Frederic, in order to go by the
way of Wills-creek, where I fhould have
been before ; but that I have been obliged to
wait for the artillery : and I am much afraid
the fame will delay me ftill longer. I hope
to be on the montains in the firft days of
May, and in the courfe of the month of
June to be able to difpatch you an exprefs ;
who fhall inform you of the iffue of our
operations on the Ohio.

Notwithftanding I have ufed every method
for that purpofe, I have not been able to
procure more ample intilligence of the num-
ber of the French at prefent on the Ohio;
but I expett to receive more certain accounts
of them when I get to Wills-Creek : and I
thall take my meafures accordingly.

I cannot enough exprefs to you, the fatis-
faction I feel in being employed in his majefty’s
fervice in America, at a time when [ have it
in my power to form and execute the plan
of attacking the French in all their confider-
able pofts, which have been fo many invafions
on his majefty’s lands in North-America; from
the northern fide, to that of the fouth. [
fee a great appearance of fuccefs in each
of them; dut I porceive 5 clife a connec-
tion botisoen cach [:/ i‘{!{'ﬁ) Prqjeﬂs, that the
Suceefs of cne, is a fure pledge of that of the
other. If I therefcre fucceed in the firt
and moft important of thefe projects, I om

perfuaiod,
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perfuaded; will fucceed in ftopping the pro-
grefs of the French in their new fettlements;
‘and that this will be fufficient to raife the
drooping fpirits of his fubjects of this conti-
nent; and to roufe them from their indo-
lence, and the neglet of their duty, with
which they have been, for fome time paft,
fo juftly reproached. ‘
' Iam,

With thé greateft refpect, &c.
Lower down is written.

1 the under-written, counfellor in the fupe-
rior council of Quebec, certify the having
tranflated, from the Englith into French,
wotd for word, all the letters contained in the
prefent regifter of major-general Braddock’s ;
the original of which remains depofited in the
fecretary’s office of the governor-general of
New-France.” Done at Quebec, September
the thirtieth, one thoufand feven hundred and
fifty-five.

Signed PerTHUIS.

And fiill lower.

We governor-general and intendant of

New-France, certify that M. Perthuis, coun-

fellor in the fuperior council of Quebec, has

tranflated from Englith into French, all the
Fr

letters
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letters contained in the prefent regitter ; and
that we have heard it {aid by all the Eng-
lith who have beer in this city, that the fietir
Perthuis fpoke Englith, and tranflated it to
perfection. Done at Quebet, Septerber the
thirtieth, one thoufand feven hundred and
ﬁfty-ﬁve5 .
Signed

Vaudreuil and Bigot.

Other Letters of Mr. Braddock's, found in a
Book a-part from the above Regifier.

To his Grace the Duke of Newcafile.

Williamfburgh, March 20, 1755.
My Lord,

I Lay hold on this firft opportunity of exe-

cuting your grace’s commands by acquaint-
ing you with my arrival here, and that of the
veflels which have tranfported the troops un-
der my command. My voyage was attended
with great fatigue, but the tranfports have
been better off; there not being one man fick
on board of them.

“I am as yet ignorant, what effe¢t the or-
ders of his majefty (with regard to the pre-
fent expedition) will have produced on the

: minds
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rainds of the generals.* [ cannot fay that
they have had, as yet, 2ll the intluence
which it was reafonable to expect they would
have: I lahour hard, and fhall always labour
to excite them to ufe their utmoft to prevail
on the provinces to bear the expences of
this expedition ; it is their duty to do it, in
order to fhew their attachment to his majefty,
and correfpond with what they owe to their
own interefts.”

To this purpofe I wrote to governor Shirley
to meet me at Annapolis in Maryland, and [
defired the governors of New-York and Pen-
fylvania to come alfo ; in cafe the bufinefs of
their governments allow it. -

I fhall not enter into a circumftancial
detail of all the things which take up my
time in the fervice in which I have engaged
myfelf, having wrote at large upon this fub-
ject to the fecretary of ftate ; you will pleafe ta
give me leave to refer your grace to his letter,
for your more particular information.

Shirley’s regiment is almoft completed, if
not already fo: that of fir William Pepperel
is, I believe, in great forwardnefs. When I
fee Mr. Shirley, [ fhall fettle with him about
the beft manner of employing his forces to-
wards the north; and Iam to {et out on my

# The Enterprife therefore of the Englith is to be
afcribed to pofitive orders from the Court of London ;

and not to the over-heated zeal of the Governors of
the Enzlith Colonies.

marcly
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march with thofe which I fhall have under
my command, in order to the reduction of the
French forts upon the Ohio; and I flatter
myfelf I fhall get, at the end of April, beyond
the Alegany mountains.

I have had from commodore Keppel all
the affiftance poffible; and in the govérnor
of this province, I have found a man, who
affifts in the moft handfom manner in fup-
plying the wants of this expedition. By the
induftry of this governor, this province is
now difpofed to fupply abundantly what it
can ; which is what 1 dare not flatter myfelf
with, from the other governments.

As fmall coin would here be of great utili-
ty for paying the troops, I beg your grace
would give orders to the contractors, M.
Hanbury and M. Thomlinfon, to fend over,
as foon as poffible, if they have not done it
already, four or five thoufand pounds in dol-
lars and helf dollars ; the pay-mafter of the
troops having nothing now by him but gold.

Iam,

With the moft profound Refpe&, &c,
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Tg the Earl of Hallifax,
(without date.)

My Lord,

HE intereft which your lordfhip takes.
in every thing that relates to his ma~
jefty’s dominions in America, and the fhare’
which you have in the admipiftration of their
overnment, call upon me to give you an ac-
count of my fituation ; which I hope will not
prove difpleafing to you. Your lordthip has,
without doubt, been informed of the good
fuccefs that has attended the tranfports hig'ner 3
and the meafures which I took to fucceed,
on my arrival, in promoting the fervice of his
majc[{y, under my diretion, and which I
hope will tend to his intereft, and that of hig
fubjedts on this continent. .
" 1 have fome time fince, fent to the fecretary
of ftate an account of the fupplies which T
have received from all the colonies on the
prefent occafion ; there is no need of fending
ou the particulars thereof,

I am forry to have been under the neceflity
of faying, that in general the inhabitants of
thefe colonies, have all fhiwn a great deal of
indifference for his majefty’s fervice, and their
own interefts; however they do not' all fall
under this cenfure, and particularly thofe of
the province I am now in, are not to be com-
o : pared
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pared with their neighbours, and may not
have deferved reproaches.

I am perfuaded the accauntwhich your lord-
thip has received of the good difpofition of the
northern colonies ; and in particlar that under
the command of Mr. Shirley, ought greatly
to have enhanced his merit with his majefty.

I cannot fufficiently exprefs my indignatian
againft the provinces of Penfylvania and Ma-
ryland, which being quite as much concerned
in the event of this expedition as this here,
and much more fo than any other on this
continent, refufe to contribute in any {hape,
towards the fupport of this project ; and even
what they propofe, they do it gnly on fuch
terms as are intirely contrary to the pre-
rogatives of his majefty, and his inftrutions
to his governors. '

" You will perhaps be glad to hear that |
have affembled the governors Shirley, and
thofe of New-York, Penfylvania and Mary-
land ; and that in this affembly I have feged
the plan which is to be purlued in attacking
at once, the French in their encroachments
on us at Nova-Scotia, at Crown-Point, and at
Niagara, and which we are to do with all the
vigour poffible. . (Here he repeags all that he
had written to Sir Thomas Robinfon in his
letter of the 1gth of April 1755, which is the
sthin the above regifter. )

I have given a full power to Colanel John.
fon, to negociate with thé fix nations and their

allies,
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allies, and with all the other Indians of the
Weft, as far as he fhall find it neceffary; and
T delivered him words, which he is to prefent
to them in my name ; [ have likewife given
him money to make prefents and have autho-
rifed him to diaw on M. Shirley, if he finas
it neceflary, on this occafion.

¢« M. Peronal has prefented me a contratt
paffed in 1701 by the fix nations, by which
they make over to his majefty all their hunt-
Sng grounds: this ceflion takes in, on the fide
bf the lakes Ontario and Erfe, an extent of
country of fixty miles in depth. I delivered
this contract to Colonel Johnfon, with orders
to prefent it to them in my name, and to af-
fure them that 1 am come here only to retake
thefe countries from the French (4, and
preferve them for their ufe.”

I thall not purfue word for word what was
determined upon in the council, in regard to
the building of veflels on lake Ontario;
we agreed, the commodore and myfelf, that
the direction of this affair thould be entrufted
to M. Shirley, and that it was proper he
thould have the liberty to determine, at his
will, the bignefs and ftrength of thefe veflels,

(a) Itisvery ftrange, that notwithftanding this pre-
tended contra¢t fo much infifted on in Europe, the Ene-
lith fhould be reduced in America to the neceffity of en-
deavouring to perfuade the tavages, who are not the dupes
of it. that they make war only to re-inftate them in their
Sountry.

1 pro-
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. I propofe marching in order to attack, with
all poffible fpeed, the fort on the Ohio. I
thought I fhould have been by this time on
the mountains, but I have been kept back by
a number of difficulties, not only on account
of the ill fituation of the country, but likewife
the great number of horfes, waggons, and
other implements which have required much
time before they could be made ufe of.

I fet out to-morrcw for Frederick on my
way to fort Cumberland in Wills’s Creek ; and
before the end of June, I am in hopes ] fhall
be able to give fome account of the affair of
the Ohio.

- T hope it will be in my power to execute
the plan which I have formed of recovering
from the French the moft confiderable of the
encroachments which they have made on his
majefty, on the frontiers of the northern part
of America. If I fucceed in the moft im-

ortant of thefe operations, I am perfuaded
Eis majefty will eafily put a ftop to the projects
of the French which daily grow more and
more extenfive on this continent. I am with
refpedt, &c.



( 235)

Another letter, which was, #t 1s prefumed,
qoritten to M. Robinfon, though it bears
not the name of the perfon to whom it is ad-

dreffed,

At fort Cumberland in Wills's Creek,
Suate 5, 1755.
SIR,
I Had the honour to write to you from Fre-
derick in the laft days of April.
~ The 1oth of May I arrived here, and the
17th the reft of the army came up alfo here
from Alexandria, after a march of feven and
twenty days, and having met with great de-
lays and difficulties, not only on account of
the bad roads, but alfo the want of forage,
and indeed the want of zeal in the people for
the fuccefs of our expedition, o
I have at laft afiembled all the troops de-
ftined for the attack of fort du Quefne; they
amount to two thoufand effeGtive men, ele-
ven hundred of whom are fupplied by the
{fouthern provinces, who have {o little courage
and good difpofition, that fcarce any military
fervice can be expected from them, although
I have employed the beft officers to form
them. ' '
My defign on my arrival here was to ftay
but a few days, only to refrefh my troops ;
but the difficulty of getting waggons and
Gg ~ horfes
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horfes to crofs the mountains has detained me
a whole month. '

Before 1 fet out from Williamsburgh, the
quarter-mafter-general told me, 1 might de-
pend on two thoufand five hundred horfes
and on two hundred waggons, as well from
Virginia as Maryland ; but T had great reafon
to miftruft it; from the experience which I
have had of the deceit of all the perfons of
this country with whom I have had ‘any deal-
ings ; wherefore, previous to my departure
from Frederick, I defired M. B. Franklin,
poft-mafter of Pennfylvania, who has great
credit in the province, to conclude a bargain
for an hundred and fifty waggons with the
horfes neceffary, which he has executed with
equal quicknefs and probity ; and indeed this
is almoft the only inftance of capacity and
honefty that I have feen in all thefe provinces.
All thefe waggons and horfes have joined me,
and on them I ground all my hopes, the fine
promifes of Maryland and Virginia have
cnded in a fupply of twenty wagoons and two
hundred horfes. With this number ] fhall
be able to fet out from hence, thouch I fhall
meet with infinite difficulties, cfpeEially as I
fhall march with half the quantity of ftores
which I expected to have had; and having
been obliged to fend before me a detachment,
in order to fix upon a place to lodge our
ftores in, on the Allegany mountains, which
a:e five days march from hence.

I thould
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1 thould hever finith, were I to enter into a
detail of the innumerable inftances which I
could give of the want of honefty, which I
found both in general, and in particular; and
the moft abfolute contempt of truth, which I
have met with in the courfe of this fervice:
I cannot help'adding to what I have already
told you, two or three inftances.

An agreement was put into my hands,
made by the governor of Virginia, for the
purchafe of eleven hundred bullocks, which
were to be delivered in June and in Auguﬁ,
for fubfifting the troops: this bargain had
been concluded on the credit of twenty thou-
fand pounds of the country granted by ‘the
affembly for his majefty’s fervice towards this
expedition. I immediately regulated my dif-
pofitious accordingly, but in a few days after
the perfon, who had engaged in this agree-
ment, came to tell me, that the ftates had
refufed to fulfil the governor’s engagements,
and confequently the bargain was void. As
this was of the utmoft confequence, I offered
immediately to become myfelf fecurity for the
money, on the terms ftipulated in the con-
tract, but the contrattor rejected my offers,
and required of me a third over and above
what was ftipulated in the faid agreement, nor
would he engage for the forth-cominz of the
oxen in lefs than two months, at which time
they would be of little or no ufe.

Gg2 - Ancther
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Another example : the Maryland agent
employed to fupply the troops with provifions;
had got fome together, which at firft fight
were found to be all fpoiled; and I faw myfelf
under the neceflity of fending an hundred
miles in order to buy up others.

This difpofition of the pcople not only de-
lays the fchemes of his majefty, but likewife
encreafes the expences to near double : * thefe
are occafioned by thedifficulty of carriage thro’
countries hitherto uninhabited,” and flill un«
known and impracticable to the inhabitants
themfelves, who dwell in the lower parts,
meeting every where with a continual chain
of mountains, fo that the expence furpaffes
greatly the principal, this has been the caufe
of my leaving at Alexandria a quantity of
ftores, which would be very neceflary for me
here. 'The conduct of all thefe governments
to me appears unexampled.  This negligence
is fomewhat excufable in the lower fort, be=
caufe their trouble has not been fufficiently
rewarded, and that having been employed in
the publick fervice on former occafions, the
payments were neglected. We learn from
experience, what the ill confequences are of
fuch proceedings.

As I have his majefty’s orders to employ all
poffible means to fix the Indians in our in-
terefts, I have affembled fome from the fron-
tiers of Penfylvania, and efpecially of the Six-
nations, and have had already two or three

con-
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conferences with them. I have made them
fome genteel prefents : they are now fifty in
number, but I hope to draw afar greater
number to me. When I arrived in America,
they affured me that I might depend on a
wvery great number of the fouthern Indians ;
but they. have been totally alienated from us
by the bad conduct of the government of Vir-
ginia : the truth is, that inall the dealings
with the Indians, thefe people have behaved
towards them with fo little regard, and fo
much difbonefly, that a very large expence
would be now neceflary to gain back their
confidence, and none is to be had even in
thofe who have embraced our interefts.

The fituation of the country is fuch, that
the French can have no coommunication
there but by means of the Indians, on whofe
report there cannot be much reliance; I am
informed, that their number is very f{mall
at fort Du Quefne, but that they expet a
ftrong reinforcement.

- They write me word that two thoufand

ftand of arms are arrived. They were in-
tended for New-England, but thipped off
for Nova-Scotia. :

The battoes deftined to tranfport the troops
which 4re to form the attack of Niagara and
of Crown Point, are getting ready.” How-
ever, New-York, which is to fupply the
greateft part of them, does not thew as much
zeal for this affair as I could with. '

It



(230)

It having appeared to me; that a road
through Penfylvania would be fhorter and
more proper for eftablithing a communication,
after the troops have paffed the Allegany
mountains, ] defired the Governor to make one
in that province, from Philippenfburgh tothe
river of Yaughy-Aughane. I am juft in-
formed, they are working on it conftantly,
and that it will bc compleated in a month.
This road will be of the greateft importance,
both to facilitate the arrival of convoys, and
to fecure my communication with the
northern colonies.

I now wait only for my laft convoy to fet
out on my march, and if no accident inter-
venes, I am in hopes to begin it in five days
by the Allegany mountains. I expect to meet
many obftructions, agreeable ro the accounts
which have been given me. The diftance
from this place to the fort isone hundred and
ten miles : we fhall be continually employed
in making a road as we proceced, which muit
be done with infinite labour a crofs moun-
tains and rocks of an exceffive heighth, which

‘are fteep, and divided by torrents and rivers.

I will take the firft opportunity to acquaint
you with my fituation, after leaving this place,
and am with the profoundeft refpect, &c.

I under-written Counfellor in the fuperior
council of Quebec certify, the having tranfla-
ted from Englith into French, word for word,
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the above three Letters, the original of which
remains depofited at the fecretary’s ofhice, of
the Governor General of New France Done
at Quebec, the thirtieth of September, ong
thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five.

Signed Perthuis.

And ftill lower: We Governor-General
and Intendant ,of New France, certify, that
M. Perthuis Counfellor in the fuperior coun-
cil of Quebec, has tranflated from Englith
into French the above three letters, and that
we have heard all the Englith who have been
in this town fay, that the Sieur Perthuis fpoke
Englith, and that he tranftated it to perfeGtion.
At Quebec, the thirtieth of September, one
thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five,

Signed, Vaudreuil and Bigot.

" 'We could add in this place two other letters,
one from General Braddock to Commodore
Keppel is dated Williamfburgh, February 27.
by this letter he begs he would caufe the
cohorns, carcafles; and other engines deftined
to carry fire inta veflels or intrenchments, to be
immediately landed. The other is from M.
Robert Orme, aid-de-camp to the General,
and addreffed to Sir Peter Halket. He gives
him different orders, and mentions to him
. among other things: « His excellency, orders
you to receive all the deferters, and to caufe

them
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them to be fupplied with every thing they
thall demand : he defires, that if they chufe
to enlift, they may be taken without difficulty,
and that neither the term nor appearance be
confidered, in order to pafs:them as ef-

feGtive.”

Letter from M. Charles Lawrence to General
Braddoct.

Hallifax, May 10, 1755.
SITR,

Had the honour to receive your letter,
dated from Annapolis in Maryland, A-
pril 7. by a veflel arrived two days ago from
Philadelphia.  You will give me leave to
affure you, that nothing could give mc
greater pain, than that you fiould have the’
leaft idea of my having failed in my duty,
and the due deference which I make a point
of thewing to thofe I owe any. ’Till the in-
ftant I received your letter, J was neither in-
formed of your arrival in Virginia, nor of the
extenfivenefs of your commiffion ; and no
fooner have I been apprized thereof, than I
have taken tie £t op portunity to fend you
a gencral ftate of the {ituation of affairs in this
previnee, and an account of the forces and
troops which his Majefty has here, with re-
marks on the feveral particulars : I flatter
myfclf you will have received them, and that
thcy



(233)
they  will meet with your approbation. 1
‘allow my having* communicated to Com-
modore Keppel, as he has acquainted you;
the projected expedition, in order to put a ftop
to the French encroachmets at Beaufejour and
the river of St. John, which has been concerted
bétween Governor Shirley and myfelf. And
what gave rife to this, were the primasy orders
whith captain Rous, commander of one' of his '
Majefty’s thips; had received from the Admi-
ralty, to take orders from the Commodore,
which together with fome other advices,
made me conclude, that M. Keppel was in
‘Virginia ; but I had then no knowledge of
your arrlval in America, nor even any cer-
tainty of yout coming there, and 7 could lefs
ftilt form any certain judgement as to the
nature and extent of your commiffion. Such
is the real ftate of the cafe: I hope you
will do me juftice. '
Licutenant-Colonel Mon&on, with the
troops of the province under his command, is
now, I believe, very near, if not before the
French fort of Beaufejour ; and as | have cut
off all the communication by land between
this place and the noribicrn parts of the pro-
vince, in order to put it out of the power of
the French to get any intimation thar mhay be
prejudicial to our defigms, I cannot acquaint
you, with tlie progrefs that the Lieutcnant
Colonel has made. 1 fhall do myfelf the
Hh honour
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honour to inform you of the particulars of our
enterprize by the firft opportunity.

I fhall be particularly attentive to your or-
ders for augmenting to a thoufand men each
of the regiments that are here, and fhall lofe
no time 1n deing it. If I was informed of the
conditions on which thofe people are to be
raifed, and what pay they are to have: but as
the particular orders concerning the augmen-
tation, are not yet come to my hands from
England, and that no officer is yet _arrived
I believe you will judge it impracticable
for me to proceed init, till fuch time as I
thall have the inftru¢tions and affiftances
neceflary. ’

Upon the advices which I received from
New England, with regard to the men, raifed
there for governor Shirley’s and Sir Williamn
Pepperel’s regiments, and the difficulties met
with in raifing thefe recruits, I fear greatly
that the augmentation of your troops will
take up much time, and be at the end; but
badly compofed, if I thould be obliged to fend
there for the number which fhall be want-
ing. But I hope to meet with better fuc-
cefs among the provincial levies now at Beau-
fejour, who, if I am well informed, are com-
pofed of good men, and may be enlifted
more fpeedily, and at lefs expence, than thofe
who may be taken from the continent, after
the number of recruits already raifed there.

In
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In my letter of the 29th of March, T pro--
pofed to governor Shirley to apply ourfelves to
you, in order that his regiment, or that of fir
William Pepperel’s,might come here to protect
the province, in cafe I {hould think it neceffary:
but obfzrved, that afterwards I did not fee any
great neceflity for a meafure of this fort, being
on the point of receiving two thoufand, and be-
tween two or three hundred men whe are at
Beaufejour ; the only paffage by land to this
place, by which we might have any thing to
apprehend from our neighbours the French:
Iam ftill, of this fentiment ;- there being as
yet, no real alteration in the face of affairs in
America: however, thould a rupture happen
with France (an event founded on ap-
pearances and reports) it would be extremely
neceffary for us to keep on our guard. I
efteem it my duty to acquaint you that in
fuch cafe, the three regiments augmented as
it is propofed, with the fcouts, the militia,
- and all the forces that we can depehd on,
will no-ways be in proportion to the number
of pofts which we muft be obliged to
defend ; efpecially if it be confidered, that
even in the heart of the province, we have
what they call neutral French ; inhabitants
well armed, well egperienced in the ufe of
arms, and alfo are conne@ed with the French

Hh> King;
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Kino; * fo that upon the leaft attempt which
Canuda fhould make to invade us, I believe
it is more than proabable that they would
immediately join them. As ] take this ar-
tie to be of importance, I thought it my
duty to fubmit it to your reflection.

I under-written, counfeilor in the fuperior
council of Quebec, certify the having
tranflated &c. :

N UM B XIV.

Steeches pronouiiced fo the Savages, by order
and under the inficflion of M. Johnfon ;
and the anfwers woick wire made him.

SPEECH 1§

To the Six-Nations, on the part of General
Braddock.

Brothers, and Allies of the Six-Nations.

Have already called you feveral times to-
gether, to ‘treat with you about different
aftairs, of which 1 had no knowledge before

* The motions therefore of the French, were ap-
prehended only in cafe of a rupture; that is to fay an
open war. This deflroys the accuf:tions contained in
the Memorials fent by Mr. Cornwallis.

§ 'This Speech holds the fi:ft place in general Brad-
dock’s Regifter.  But it is likely it was not pronounced
till after the one that follows.

I came
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I came among ycu ; and which are not yet
known to your father the great king of Eng-
land, of which [ fhall take care to inform
him; and to offer to you in his name, the
prefents that are here before you, which he
gives you as a teftimony of his paternal
affetion. : :

I have delayed you for fome time, with
your women and children, in hopes of feeing
foon your brothers the Delawares, # but as
their arrival is as yet uncertain, and that [
know you do not love to remain inactive ; and
that moreover, the fervice of the great king
yourfather requires a quick affiftancefrom you,
I propofe to you to accept the Hatchet; and
to the end that you may exert your warlike
difpofitions ; I advife you to fend your wo-
men and children to Penfylvania: I have
recommended to the king’s governor of that
province, to -take particular and brotherly
care of them.

A fine Belt of Wampum.

Brothers and Allies of the Six-Nations.

I T gives me great pain to fee how much
you fuffered yourfelves o be ill-ufed and

* Thefe Savages are likewife called Wolves, They

had quitted the party of the Englifh, fince the affaffina-
tion of M. de Jumonville. ‘

deceived
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deceived 1 by your perfidious neighbours the
French; and even by fome of your bro-
thers the Englith: The French ‘have
infinuated to you that we who are your
faithful brothers, defigned to turn you out of
all your hunting lands, and to feize on them
for our own ufe: You were greatly impofed
upon, when you affifted the Frenchman in
executing the horrible plan which he lays to
our charge, by putting himfelf in the real
poffeflion of thofe lands which we intended
to fecure to you for your own ufe folely, and
your particular intereft. [ declare to you in
the prefence of your chiefs and your war-
riors who are here aflembled, and agreeably
to the inftru@ions I have received from the
great king your father; that if you will beartily
* give me your affiffance ; I will re-inflate you
#n the poffeffion of your lands,of which you have
been aifpoffefled by French fraud; and I will
at the fame time, fecure you an open trade
in America, from the rifing to the fetting of

1 The French are here no longer charged with vio-
lences againft the Savages, but with devices, to gain
over their nzighbours, How does this difcourfe agree
with thofe of M. Wathington ? who endeavours to per-
fuade thefe fame Iroquois, that he is come but at their
requifition, and on their repeated complaints.

* The Iroquois have been expelled by the French.
is defigned only to put them in pofleffion of their pro-
peity.  Itis they defired the Englifh to come ; yet the
are catreated to lend beartily their affiflance to the E;'gllijtg).'
The pretended deliverers are here obliged to petition.

the
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the Sun. It is very well known, that I have
no particular views or any other defign, than
that of ferving mutally, the interefts of the
great king your father ; and of the Six-Na-
tions, and their allies; and 1 promife you to
be your friend and your brother 1 f{o long as
the fun and moon fhall endure.

A great Belt of Wampum.

T have been affured that when prefents
were made you on former occafions, fome of
our people have been fo wicked as to provoke

~ your young men to drink, and got by this
means for a very {mall matter, what had
been given you. 1 have given orders to pre-
prevent for the futre fuch proceedings; by
threatening with death, all thofe who thould
be convicted of this fault : and I beg you will
lay before me your complaints againft thofe
who fhall a&t in this manner; and, as a
Jfriend and a brother, 1 will do you juftice.

I have nothing farther to defire, but to (e
you accept with pleafure, the prefents which
lie before you, and fee you divide them
among you, according. to your cuftom and
your native equity. I hope they will prove
agreeable to you, and you may from time to
time, depend on receiving great rewards for
your fervices. I have giyven orders that arms

+ What becomes of the Rights of the Englifh to the
Ohio, if they do not pofleis the count.y it wathes, but
as fovereigns of the Iroquois. :

powder
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powder and balls, be diftributed to fuch of
your warriors as want any.

Brothers, I ‘have been informed of the
perfidious condu& of the French, towards
our late brother the Half-king ; and to prove’
to you how fenfible I am, as well as yourfelvcs
of his ill-ufage; and hope that you will join
with me to revenge him: I cover his death
with this belt.

Brothers Delawares and Chevanons. *

You did a wrong thing in following the
advice which the French gave you laft Au-
tumn, to affaffinate a number of your brothers
the Englifh, in the habitations of Carolina;
I am perfuaded this did not proceed from
any inclination that was natural to you, but
only that you acted by the inftigation of the
French : therefore if you acknowledge your
fault, and that you will unite yourfelves to
me frankly and chearfully; I am willing to
forget this unfortunate tranf:reffion, and I
wxll ftill receive you as brothers. 'This I
confirm to you in the name of, and as au-
thorifed by the great king your father, with
this ftring of Wampum.

Signed Jounson.

May 15, 1755.
The Iroquois Deputies, in whofe prefence M.
Johnfon fpoke; could make him no anfwer relaiive to
the fugeeftions which he afcribes to the French, in'the

eloquent apoftrophe, with which he addrcﬂes the Dela-
wares and Chevanons.
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SPEECH IL

The Speech of the Honourable William Johnfor,
Efquire, fuper-intendant for the affairs of,

 the Indians, to the warriors of the bigh and
low Caftle of the Iroquois Indians; in the
prefence of lieutenant Butler of Rutherford’s
company, of captain Matthew Ferral, lieu-
tenant fobn Butler ; and of

Peter Warpalle ( Indian Affairs.

William Printus Interbreters:
Facob Clement } T preters:

Daniel Claufe % Secrotaries for
My

Brothers of the two Caftles of the Aniés. |
Wipe away all tears from jour eyes; and
A clean down your throats, that you ma

fee and fpeak without reftrgint. I am glad to
fee you, and I falute you heartily:

- Gave a ﬁ:ring of Wampunt,

T with you could have conformed to what
I defired of you by a let‘tef, which I wrote
to you from New York immediately on my
return from Virginia ; wherein [ begged;
that all your chiefs and warriors would wait

1i for
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for my return home; in order to hear the
news and be informed of the orders which
1 received from his excellency oeneral Brad-
dock, (a great warrior) whom the king, our
common father, has fent to this ccuntry with
a great number of troops, large cannons, and
other implements of war; in order to pro-
te¢t you, as well as his fubjects of this conti-
nent, and {creen you from the encroachments;
and all infults, on the part of the French.

I have been to meet this great man, with
the governors of Bofton, New York, Penfyl-
vania and Maryland : we alfo found there,
the governor of Virginia, and another great
man, who commands the fhips of war be-
longing to the king in this part of the world.
They deliberated in the great ceuncil upon
many important affairs ; among which great
attention was paid to the advantage and in-
terefts of our brothers the Six-Nations and
their allies.

Brothers. The tree which you and the
reft of the Six-Nations have fo often, and fo
earneftly defired {hould be replanted, is grown
up by fo powerful a hand, that its root will
penetrate to the bottom of the earth, and its
branches will form a refrething fhade, to
cover you and your allies withal. [
am to acquaint you that, agreeable to the
inftructions which the great king your father
has given to general Braddock, I am ap-
puinted to be fole fuperintendent over all

the
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the affuirs which relate to you and your allier,
in this part of the world. I invite you, and
your brothers of the fix united nations, and
your allies to come and feat yourfelves under
this tree ; where you may freely open your
hearts, and heal up your wounds; and at the
farné time 1 tranfport the thadow of the fire
which was at Albany, and rekindle the fire
of council and friendthip in this place: I will
make it of fuch wood as fhall make it produce
the greateft light and the greateft heat. [
hope it will prove advantageous and com-
fortable to all thofe who fhall come to light
their pipes at it, and that its {parks and fiery -
coals will burn all thofe wha are, or (hall
be its enemies.

I hope that you and all your brothers, will
be pleafed to augment the luftre and advan-
tage of this fire, in keeping and holding it
always high, by uniting yourfelves with that
diligence and zeal as may make it a blefling,
not only to yourfelves but to all your pte-
rity.  To attain and fecure this falutary end,
it is abfolutely neceffary that you extinguifh
all fires that have been kindled.by fraudulent
and unnatural ways ; which give light only
to deceive you, and at long run, to annihi-
late you and yours. .

A Belt.

Brothers, With this ftring of Wampum I

make clean the chamber of council, and clear
I1i2
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it fo 25 nothing offenfive remain in it; and
I hope you will be pleafed to take care
that no malignant fpirit do creep in among us,
and that nothing do interrupt our harmony.
_ Gave a ftring of Wampum.
Brothers, It gives me concern to fee, now
it my rewurn, that many among you of the two
villages, have a mind to go to Canada. It
would furprife me greatly, fhould you, whq
Euve been our moft faithful friends, and our
neareft neighbours, betray on any occafion, 3
defire of being impofed upon by the wicked
artifices of the French, who are {o well known,
and of whom ycu have had fuch fatal tryals;
efpecially at a time, when that reftlefs and
perfidious nation breaks through the moft
folemn treaties, and tranfgrefles the mott ef~
fential duties of honour and juftice. It would
be the firangeft thing in the world ! [ flatter
myfelf that there is no foundation for what
has becn told me on this occafion. I requeft
of you, nay, 1infift on it, that none of you
under any pretext whatfoever, have any cor-
refpondence with the Frenchman, or receive
any of his emiffaries, nor any vifit from
Canada, withcut my knowledge and appro-
pation.
On this promife T give you this belt, [
ropofe to call, immediately, your other bro-
thers of the Six-nations to this prefent fire :
I hope you will come hither along with
: them.
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them. I fhall pronounce a fpeech of his ex-
cellency general Braddock’s, it is accom-
panied ‘with prefents for you, which the great’
king your father, has fent by this warrior.

After a few Inflants of Confultation among
' themfelves, Abraham, one of the Chicfs of the
Upper Village, got up and fpoke for the two.

Brother,

Y OU have called us together, to acquaint
us with the news which you have
brought with you; and we have heard all
you have faid. We put off entering into a
detail of all thefe affairs, till fuch time as the
Six-nationsthall be affembled here.

Gave a ftring of Wampum;

Brother, We return you thanks for that
you have been pleafed to wipe the tears
off our eyes, and make our throats and this
floor clean: We do the fame by you with
his firing of Wampum. ‘

They gave a firing of Wampum.

Brother, To pleafe you ; we have met you
at this place, and have with great attention,
heard all you have faid; we thank you for.
your friendly intimation ; we are rejoiced to
fee you here once more ; and we falute you
with this ftring of Wampum. '

They gave a ftring of Wampum.
~ Brother,
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Brother, We have often reprefented to our
father, the great king, that the tree might
be raifed up again. We are thoroughly
pleafed at our father’s yielding to our requeft,
and we thank him for it very fincerely. we
have had the greateft fatisfaction in hearing
all you have faid relating to this tree; we
fincerely with it may continue fuch as you
have defcribed it in your fpeech; and we
are very grateful for ail you have told us on
this fubjet. '

Brother, You have told us that the tree
which ferves us as a fcreen, is now replanted
at this place. You have caufed the thade of
it to be brought from Albany ; and you have
rekindled here, the fire of council and friend-
thip, which ought to be compofed of good,
and everlafting wood ; {o as it may be always
very clear, and caft a comfortable and be-
neficial heat on all thofe that fhall approach
it as friends; while it burns and {parkles
on thofe which are its common enemies.
Our firft fathers have kindled this firft fire at
Onondago, and have thence tranfported the
fmall coals, in order to light another at
Quider * ; this fire has never burned clear,
and it was going out. We feel great fatis-
fattion at your kindling this fire here.

* 'This is Albany, in the Savage Language.

.Brothcrs,t
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~ Brother, You have invited us all, and out
brothers of the Six united-nations and their -
ailies, to come and feat ourfelves under the
tree which you have fpoke to s of; that
we may there fmoke our pipes at the fire
of council, and labour jointlyat preferving
'it. We make no doubt but they will feel
much joy at feeing it planted here; having
been all defirous to fee it here. But we muft
poftpone anfwering this article of your fpeech
till fuch time as the nations fthall be affem-
bled all in a bady.

Brother, We thank you for having cleaned
out this chamber of eouncil, and removed
from hence, al} that might prove offenfive
therein. You may affure yourfelf we thall
do our utmoft to correfpond with your in-
tentions, and to. drive fir away, whatever
might tend to difturb our mutual harmony.

Brother, You have told us that you had
been informed fame perfons among us, were
going to fee the French; and you put us
in mind of their condu®t towards our firft
fathers, which we remember perfe@tly weil,
for their bones are ftill to be feen ; we know
the Frenchman is falfe and deceitful : he has
given us. very fine words, and his letrers
were foft, but his heart was full of roifon
for us. You, brother, «Jknow our affairs as
well as we do ourfelves ; and you know, the
reft of the Six-nations are jealous of vs; he-
canic we Mave ufed e Hutchet in the laft

war
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war againft the Frenchman. Shall we pafs
now for being falfe and deceitful > no. You
may depend upon it, we fhall not go to Ca-
nada upon any invitation of the Frenchman ;
for we are not enough their friends. There-
fore you are not, brother, to give credit to all
the reports which have been made you on this
occafion.

Brother, Once more we thank you hearnly
for all you have told us. We have already
urged the neceﬁity of affembling here the
Six-nations, in order to give you a pofitive
an{wer: we thank you for the invitation you
have given us to meet you here with the
reft of our brothers. 'We fhall not failto wait
for them.

The Mobawk Chief of the Upper Village
(Aniés,) having acfired a Conference with
Colonel Johnfon, in the prefence of the Se-
cretary for the affairs of the Savages, and
the two Interpreters: Abraham, fpoke in
the name of this Chief and faid,

Brother,

'W HE N you were at New-York, you fent
us word that you withed our chiefs and

our warriors would remain on their Matts, and
wait for your return heére. 'We have done it;
and why thould we not; fince, at all times;
we have thewn ourfelves ready to oblige you ?
and
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and we are the more depofed to do what
you fay, as you acquaint us that you are the
Tree which has been replanted in order to give
us fhelter ; and we make no doubt but our
brothers of the five other nations ate all dif-
pofed to obey you. _

Brother, It is very triie we have been al-
ways obedient, and always obliging to you ;
and when you intimated your defire to us, that
we fhould remain in our Cabbins, our young
men were ready to go outa hunting ; but hav-
ing been prevented by your order, from going,
they now are in want of every thing for their
fubfiftence. ‘They have defired us, Chrefs, to
lay their wants before you. They ftand int
need of every thing, as they have not been
out, and they beg you would let them have
fome powder and fhot, in order to kill {fome
Game for their {ubfiftence. And as it will
be fome time before the other five nations do
arrive, and therefore, before the prefents which
the king our father fends us; are delivered to
us: all we requeft is, that you give us, in
the mean time, what is barely neceflary for us:

Brother, As we forefee that the trouble=
fome times are\dpproaching, we renew to
you the requefts which we have fo often
made to the Government, for the building 2
Fortrefs for the fecuritp of our women and
children ; we hope you will be pleated to ex=
ecute it at this time.

Kik Colonel
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Colonel Johnfon’s Anfawer.

Brothers,
I Am thoroughly convinced of lyour good dif-

pofitions towards me, and your compliance
at all times in liftening to my word, and do-
ing what I require of you. This is what has
induced me to take upon me the detail of
your affairs. The freth teftimony which you
give me of your friendthip, and your regard
tor me, will enable me to promote your in-
tereft much to your advantage, and my own
fatisfation.

I am well perfuaded I have done you a
great prejudice, as well as to your young
people, in having detained them at this time,
at home. Therefore I grant you readily,
what you afk me; and I will give you fome
powder and balls.

Before I left New-York I reprefented to
your brother, the governor, the neceflity of
building a fortrefs where you might fatly retire
to with your families; and I, with pleafure,
acquaint you, that he has given me a full
power to do it: and I fhall give orders for
the fetting about it as foon as pofiible.

Signed

May 17, 1755,
JOHNSON:-
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A Letter from M. Johnfon fo M. Arent
Steevens, Interpreter for the Province.

SIR,

I N con{'equnpc’ of the InftruGions, which
his mivjeity has given his excellency ge-
neral Br awmm he has entrufted me with the
fole fuper-intendence, and the management
of all the affairs that relate to the fix Umted
nations and their allies. You are there-
fore, to be attentive to follow the orders which
you fhall receive from me, in refpe@t to this
bufinefs.

I fend you this letter by James Clement,
with two belts of Wampum, both the one
and the other for the five nations above: you
are to deliver them in my name ; and aflure
them, that the troops which are in march,
and thofe which may hereafter march for
Chouaguen, are deftined to reinforce that gar-
rifon, and to fecure it againft the a&s of
hoftility of the Frenchman, who has de-
clared that it belonged neither to us, nor
to the Six-nations; and that he would de-
molith it.

I have fent a meflage with a ftring of
Wampum imamediately upon my arrival; hx,h
in cafe that thould not have been fufficient; 7
at prefent fend this belt. If you find that the

Kka Fivee
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Five-nations are uneafy, or alarmed at the
ma:ch of thefle troops through their country,
whethier this fhould proceed from their jealou-
{y, or the deceitful infinuations of the French
emifforics : you are to affure them, in my
name, that they are defigned for the fecurity
and advaniage of the Six-nations and their
aliies.  You are to exhort them not to hearken
to any lyes which the F rench may make ufe
of on this occafion; whoie defire and inten-
tion are to fall upon us and them while we
are afleep, in order to cut off both us and
them from the face of the earth: and they
well know that the eafieft way to fucceed, is
to difturb and deftroy the brotherly love and
confidence which has fo long, and fo happily
fubfifted between us. You will make ufe of
thefe or other like arguments, as the circum-
ftanices may require.

The other belt, which I fend you, is to ac-
quaint them with the commiffion ] have
- from the great kiny, their father, which
has been granted at their rececated inftances;
and alio, that purfuant to general Braddeck’s
orders, by this belt, T invite and call upon the
Six United-nations to repar wich their allies,
to my houfe; where [ have kindled the
fire of council and friendfhip, and replanted
the tree which fhall cover witihh its fhade
both tiem and 2all thofe who will fhelter
themfclves under it; that [ have a prefent

to
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to make them in the name of the great
king, their father, a great deal of good
news to tell them ; and am to hold a coun-
cil upon a great many affairs of the laft
confequence, and which concern their hap-
pinefs and welfare. If you find that there
gre any praCtiles made ufe of by the
French emiffaries in order to prevent them
from meeting me; you are to employ the
beft arguments, and thofe you fhall judge
moft proper, in order to diflipate thefe im-
preflions: and you are to infift on their
obedience, and the condefcenfions they owe
us. If they they fhould Oy that they
are planting their corn, and that fhould they
come now, they muft lofe their harveft and
want provifions; You are to affure them
that I fhall take care of them, and that I
thall indemnify them for the lofs which they
thall fuftain on this occafion: but you are to
a& prudently in this refpect, and be cautious
how you promife.

1 have had an interview with the two Anies
villages concerning thefe two belts : they have
been fatisfied, and have promifed to join me
here when the other nations come down;
which is” what you are to urge as much as
pofiible.

I have fent you by M. Clement, fome
goods to make ufe of, if you fhould have
pccaﬁon: and when you have Condu&;d
' : the
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the Indians to the German Flatts, you will
find provifions at my houfe; of which I beg
you will keep an account,

SBigned

William Johnfon.

¢ A true copy of what has been done by
the henourable William Johnfon Efg; &c.
and Peter Warpall, Secretary for the Indian
affairs’

I the under-writtzn, counfellor in the fupe-
rior council of Quebec, certify the having
tranflated, &c.

N UM B.
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NUMBER XV.

A Letster written by Mr. William Johnfon;
to feveral Governors, relating to the Ex-
pedition againft the Fort of Crown-Point.

New-York, May 15, 17355.

EIN G appointed commander in chief;

of the forces of the colonies for the
intended expedition of Crown-Point; J think
it incumbent upon me to remove, to the heft of
my power, all the difficulties which may oc-.
curr in the fervice, and obftruct the fuccefs of
this undertaking. As atrain of artilleryis eflen<
tially neceffary, that nothing can be done
without it, and asit is to be fupplied by the
eaftern colonies ; I make no doubt but you
will do your utmoft to accelerate every thing
relating to this article, in order that our
march may not be retarded, and that we
may not {pend more time than is necefiary,
at Albany ; which might confirm ¢ the ene-
my’s fufpicion of an attack, 1f unfortunately,
they fhould have notice of it.” I fear greatly
I thall want proper perfgns to conduct a train
of artillery. Therefore i you have in your
government any perfons that are capable of
being made engineers or bombardiers, or any
other
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other that is capable of conduding a train of
artillery, I beg you will take them into the
fervice, according to your knowledge of their
capacity. You muftknow that weftdnd in need
of a great number of battoes, in order to the
tranfpotting our troops ; befides thofe that are
neceflary for the train of artillery, ftores and
baggage. Each battoe muft carry five hundred
men. We have already thofe which are to be
fupplied by this government. As I believe
the other colonies muft caufe thofe which
they fhall fupply, to be built here or at Jer-
fey; 1 take the conftrution of a fufficient
number of them in time, to be impofiible,
unlefs they will fend workmen to our affif-
tance.
I am, Sir, &c.

Signed

William Johnfon.

1 the under-written, counfellor in the fupe-

fior council of %ebcc, certify, the having
tranflated &c.

N UMB.
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NUMBER XVL

PROCLAMATION, addreffed by the Or-
der of M. Lawrence, Governor of Acadia,
- to the French inbabitants of the neighbour-

bood of the Ifthmus, and the Banks of St.
Fobn's River.

In the KING’s Name,

By Order of his Excellency Charles Lawrence,
Efquire, Lieutenant-Governor, and Com-
mander in Chief of the Province of Nova-
Scotia or Acadia,” &c.

PROCLAMATION.

To the Inhabitants and all others, Natives
of Chignetto, Baie-Verte, Tintamar, Che-
poudi, St. John’s River, and their Appurte-
nances and adjacent Parts ; and all others,

who have not yet made their Submif-
fions.

W HEREAS moft part of the inhabi-

tants of the above, and other places,
bave not yet made their Submiffion to the

1 King



( 258 J
King of Great-Britain®*; but on the con-
trary, have demeaned themfelves, contrary
to all orders and loyalty to their proper
Sovereign.

THEREFORE.

T TIS is to command them to repair
imrediately to my Camp, in order to
Mk Taeir ‘wumlﬂious, bringing along with
them, all ¢l fire-arms, fwords, fabres, plf-
to‘:, and ot cuier inftruments of war: in
ditvheicuce of wiid., they fhall be treated,
as Febels, \Vnh miltary execution.

Civen at the ‘Camp of Chignecto, this
thhtu. ‘i Loy of May, one thoufand feven
hundred and fifty-five.

Signed
Robert Monktog:

# This Confeflion is remarkable. How came the
infiftirg upon  thi: Submiffion not to be thought of
fnre the Pe.ce of Utrecht?

VOUCHERG®S
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V O UCHER S
SEcoNnD PAR T
NUMEBER L

A Memorial, delivered by the Duke de Mire=
poix, to Sir Thomas Robinfon.  Fanuary
‘15, 1755.

S, preventing; fpeedily the confe-

quences that may refult from the
difenffions which have happened in North-
America, and the hoftilities, with which they
havc beed attéhded; is a mateer of impor-
tance; the King propofes to his Britannic
I\/Iageﬁy that, previous to examining i:to the
grounds and circamftances of the Ouarrel,
pofitive orders be fent the ref=el e Go—
vernors, forbidding heicefor vard, all new
enterprifes or acts bf violence.

Commanding them, on tne conirary, to
reftore imatters, without dcluy, with regal'd
to the Territories - towards the Qi.; or Fair-
River; to the fam= inuation th v were in,
or ought t¢ have ben s, cofore *he Tat whr.
The King further piopoizs, that the refi réctive
pretenfions be amicabiv r*cr! ed to the Lof=
miffioners fitting in P.ris; {o as the two
Courts may put an end to the difference, by
a fpeedy conciliation. _

L1 2 Ths
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The king could alfo with, in order to re-
move all impreffions of uneafinefs, and to make
his fubjefts enjoy in tranquillity, the fweet
fruits of peace, that his Britannic Majefty,
wonld pleafe to explain himfelf openly with
reoard to the deftination, and the motives of
the asi~uamnt which has been lately made in
Encland.

"The king has too great a reliance on the
uprightnefs of his Britannic Majefty’s inten-
tions, as to flatter himfelf with the hopes,
that he will readily clofe with propofitions,
that are {o agreeable to the prefervation of
peace, and to the maintaining the public.
tranquillity, and a good harmony bctween
both our Courts.

Signed

Le Duc de Mirepoix.

NUMBER IL

Anfwer, delivered by order of the Court of
England, 2o the Duke de Mirepoix. Fa-

nuary 22, 1755

r l \ HE King has feen, with Regret, the

difputes that have happened in North-
America, and the a&s of violence with which
they have been attended. His Majefty is as

defirous
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defirous as his moft Chriftian Majefty, to
put an end to them. He claims nothing, but
whit is grounded on Treaties, and what is
conformable to the juft rights and pofleflions
of his crown, and the protection of his fub-
je€ts in that country.

The King does not think the propo-
fitions given in by his excellency the duke
de Mirepoix, anfwers this end: however, as
a teftimony of his defire to maintain peace,
and the moft perfe&t union and harmony with
his moft Chriftian Majefty, and that all things
may be re-eftablithed on an equitable foot-
ing; His Majefty propofes, that the poffeffior
of the territory towards the river Ohio or
Fair-river, be reftored to the fame fituation it
was actually in, at the conclufion of the treaty
of Utrecht; and agreeable to the ftipulations
of the fame treaty, renewed as it has been,
by that of Aix la Chapelle: and, moreover,.
that the other pofleflions in North-America,
be reftored to the fame ftate they were in, at
the time of concluding the faid treaty of
Utrecht, and purfuant to the ceffions and
the ftipulations made by that treaty. The
means of inftruing the refpefive governors,
and forbidding henceforward all new en-
croachments, or acts of violence, may be
afterwards fettled, and. the pretenfions on
both fides referred, to be fpeedily and fin-
ally difcuffed and adjufted, in an amicable
manner, between both courts,

Such
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. Such are the King’s fentimerits. The de-
fence of his rights and poffeffions, and the
protection of his fubjects, have been the mo-
tives of the armament that has béen fent to
North-America; which ¢ has been effected,
without any intention of offending any power
whatfoever, or doing any thing that may dif-
turb * the general peace.” We need only
to confider the nature and extent of this arma-
ment to be convinced of this truth; and the
King makes no doubt but his moft Chriftian
Majefty will, agreeable to the known up-
rightnefs of his intentions, explain himfelf
alfo openly, with regard to the great naval
force preparing at Breft and Toulon.

Signed
Thomas Robinfon.

NUMBER I

A Reply 20 Sir Thomas Robinfon’s Memo-
rial, and given in by the Duke de Mire-
poix.  February 6, 1755.

HE Kingis too well perfuaded of
the fincere difpofitions of the King of
Great-Britain, to maintain a good under-

% This Formzl Declaration, may be compared to the
Inftruétions given by his Britannic Majefty to General
Braddock; and the plan contained in Colonel Nappier’s
Letter.

ftanding
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fandingbetween the two crowns, together with
the general tranquillity ; to entertain any doubt
but that his Britannic Majefty fees, with forrow,
the dangers with which both are threatened,
by the dlﬁ'erences which have taken rife in
North- Amerlca, towards the river Ohio.

It was in this light, that his Majefty
caufed it to be propofed by his ambaffa-
dor at the court of London; that the two
kings, (previous to the entering into any dif-
cuﬁion relative to the grounds of the quarrel,
and examining the means which may put
an end to them, in an amicable manner)
fhould fend pofitive orders to their refpeive
governors in this part of America; that
¢ they would refrain from all acs of vio-
¢ lence, and all new enterprifes;” ‘and put
things in the fame fituation they were, or
ought to have been in, before the late war.

Though his Britannic Majefty might have,
on the firft afpe&, judged, that this propoﬁtlon
did not fully anfwer the end of both courts ;
yet we are perfuaded that he will think
otherwife, when he pleafes to confider that
his pretenfions, are utterly unknown to
France: that fince 1679, when the French
difcovered the Fair-river, the Englith never
had any footing there, ewher mre&ly or in-
diretly ; and that the treaty of Utrecht, of
whofe ftipulations the court of England -
feems to avail itfelf, has not even made the
leaft mention  thereof. The way, which is

propofed
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propofed to-his Britannic Majefty, is tho-
roughly conformable to the engagements of
the treaty of Aix la Chappelle; to the mea-
{ures taken fince that Ara, and, in particu-
cular, to the conditions demanded in 1750,
and 1751 by England herfelf, and afiented to,
without difficulty, by his Majefty, relative to
the troubles which then arofe concerning the
limits of the frontier of Nova-Scotia and
Canada.

In confequence of thefe reafons, and thefe
engagements, his Majefty propofes.

1. That the two Kings do order their
refpetive governors to forbear all alts of
violence, and all new attempts.

2. To put things in the fame condition
that they have been in, before the late war,
over all North-America, agreeable to the IXth
article of the treaty of Aix la Chappelle.

3. That conformable to the XVIIIth ar-
ticle of the fame treaty, his Britannic Majefty
do give directions, that the commifiioners fit-
ting in Paris, be inftru®ed with regard to his
pretenfions and the foundation on which
they are grounded.

And that the minifters of the two courts
be authorifed to negociate, in order to find
out the means of putting, amicably, an end
to the difference.

The King propofes thefc conditions to the
the King of England, with that confidence

which the jufticc and reafonablenefs of them
mutt infpire. There
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. There is fo much the more room for his
Majefty to hope that they will be accepted,
gs he is perfuaded his Britannic Majefty is
animated with the fame {pirit with which
himfelf is actuated ; towards removing all fub-
je&ts of mif~unftanding and confufion, which,
by the oppofition of interefts, complication of
objects, and the nature of the engagements and
treatics may become as dangerous to the peace
of the two crowns, as tq that of all Eurape.

Asto the armamentwhich theking prepares,
the court of England may eafily penetrate into
the motives of it; fince it is the armament
with which themfelves have apprifed 2ll Eu-
rope of, and have in part executed, that have
rendered the precautions of France neceffary.
But his Majefty declares ejggrei‘sly, “ that
thefe preparations have no offenfive view, *

“and no other obje&t than the defence of his
pofleflions, and the rights of his crown.

NUMBER IV,

Project of a Preliminary Convention, protsf
by the King's Qrders, to the Court o
+ London. '

T HE Difcuffions which have ftarted up,

fince the peace fighed at Aix la Chappelle,

* The two Kings have, we {ee, made the fome D=

“claration. We leave Europe to judge, which of thc
. two {poke fincerely.

Mm the
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e 18th of O&ober 1748, between the
fubjcts of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and
thoie of his Britannic Majefty, in North
America, having given occafion, on both
files, to alls of violence; to put a ftop to,
and prevent the confzquences of which,
is become a matter of extreme importance ;
their Majefties animated with a common de-
fire of re eftablithing tranquillity in this part
of the new world, and to cement, more and
moie, the friendfhip and good underftanding,
which happily fubfift between them, have
refolved to take, in concert, the fpeedieft and
moft effe¢tual methods, in order to attain the
falutary end which they propofe to them-
felves : they have, accordingly, authorifed the
under-written minifters, who are provided with
the full powers neceffary for this purpofe, to
{cttle the preliminary and provifional conditions
~ontained In the following articles. '

ARTICLE L

E_i IS molt Chriftian Majefty, and his
A & Britannic Majefty engage to fend, im-
mediately after the Ratifications of the pre-
fent Conventicn, the moft precife orders to
their refpe@ive Governors in America, -to
cavfe all alts of violence to ceafe, between
the two nztions; and the duplicate of thefe
orders {2l be delivered, on . each fide, toge-
ther with the ratifications of the prefent con-

vertion
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ventnon, to the refpeCtive mimifters of hiz
moft Chriftiln Majefty. and his Britannic
Ma)eﬁy v

1.

- The Subje@s of his mo& Chriftian Ma-
Jeﬁy and of his Britannic Majefty, fhall eva-
cuate all the country, fituated between the
river Olio and the mountains which form
the limits of erglma and fhall withdraw,
that is to fay, the French beyond the &
ver, and the Englith to this fide of e ¢ id
mountams ; fo that all the evten. 7 unpd
which lics between the faid rivee “‘d il
mounta,ns, fhall be couiilersd as o everal

M-

2 reutra
country, durinz the whole tr.2 that this
conveaniion ln‘h subfit; and ali the concef-
fions, if there thould bv any fuch made by
e.ther fide, on the faid territory, fhail be con-
fidered as rull; and of nore eff ét.

L

For the better enfuring the exccution
of the firft article of the prefent convention:
and to prevent all occafion 6f freily troubles;
the 1cmcdxve fubjects of his moft Chriftian
Muieitv, and his Britdnic Ma,ef’cy, {radl not
be allowed to frequent, {0 long us this pre-
{ent convention fhall ftand, the faid territory,
fu:ua ed berezen the river Ohio and e faid

Mm 2 mo: mta'ns~
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mountains; under any pretence of trade or
paflage, which the two nations fhall be equally
forbidden during the fame fpace of time.

IV.

Conformable to article IX bf the treaty of
Aix la Chappelle, all things fhall be reinitated
in North America, on the fame footing they
were, or ought to have been on, fince the
treaty of Utrecht; and accordingly, all the
forts fhall be demolithed, which, fince that
epoch, may have been built on either fide,
as well on the faid territory of the Ohio, as

in all other parts of North America, which
are afubject ot difpute between the two nations.

V.

The prefent preliminary convention is to
take place only during two ycars, to be
computed from the day of exchanging the
ratifications ; this fpace of time appearing
fufficient to determine finally, by way of
an amicable conciliation, all the difcuffions
relative to North America, which hereafter
may give occafion to any new broils be-
tween the fubjedts of the two powers.

VE
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VI.

.His moft Chriftian Majety; and his Bri=
tannic Majefty, engage themfelves to give
immediately, not only to their refpective
Minifters in London, but alfo to their com-
miffaries in Paris, the inftru&ions and orders
neceffary to determine amicably, as foon as
poffible, and. at fartheft in the fpace of two
Years, by a definitive treaty, all the diffe-
rences which have ftarted up between the fub-
Je€ts of both crowns ; relative to their poflef-

fions, rights, and pretenfions in North-
America:

VII.

The prefent convention fhall be ratified
by their moft Chriftian, and Britannic Ma-
jefties ; and the ratifications, in good and due
form, fhall be exchanged in the city of
London, in the fpace of twelve -days, or
fooner if poffible, from the day of figning
this prefent covention, In witnefs where-
of, &c.

N U M B.
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NUMBER V.

Counter-proe® of a preliminary convention;
in anfwer to tle foregoing projeét, and deli-,
wered to the Duke de Mirepoix the 7th of

- March 1755,

HE difcufiions which have {fince the
, peace figned at Aix la Chapelle) hap-
pened in North America, between the fub-
jects of his Britannic majefty, and of his moft
Chriftian majefty, having given occafion, on
each fide, contrary to the intention of their
majefties, to acts of violence, the preventin
the confequences of which, is of the laft im-
portance ; their majefties, animated with a
common defire of re-eftablifbing quiet in that
country, and cementing more, and more, the
friendfhip and good underftanding which
happily fubfift between them, have refolved
to take, in concert, the fpeedieft and moft
effeCtual methods, to attain the falutary
end which they propofe to themfelves. They
have accordingly authorifed the underwritters
minifters, whoare provided with the neceffary
full powers for this purpofe, to fettle the
preliminary and provifional conditions con<
tained in the following articles.

Ars
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ArRTICLE L

His Britannic majefty and his Moft Chri-
(tian majefty engage to fend, immcdiately af-
ter the cxchange of the ratifications of this
prefent convention, the moft precife orders to
their refpective generals and governors in
America to put a ftop to, and prevent all
alts of violence between both nations; and the .
duplicates of thefe orders fhall be delivered on
each fide, togcther with the ratifications of the’
prefent convention, to the minifters, as wel{
of his Britannic majefty, as his Moft Chriftian
rna_}ef’cy

IL.

In 1e"pe& to the river Ohio and the adja-.
cent lands, it is covenanted and agreed, that
like orders fhall be fent at the fame ¢ time, along
with copies of the prefent convention, to the
faid governors and generals, to caufe all the
forts that have been conftructed on the Prefqu-.
Iﬂe, in lake Erie, and on Ox—nvex, and on
the Ohio, to be demdlithed in the fpace of
fix months, or fooner if poffible ;" reckoning
from the day of fignings the prefent conven-
tion.

" In like manner it is agreed, between his
Britannic majefty and his Moft Chriftian ma-
ch’cy, that a line, begmnmg on the c1fuier1n

ide
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fide of theBay of Canagahoqm, on the fouthern
bank of lake Erie, fhall be drawn direétly to
the fouth until you come to the goth degree of
North latitude, and from thence con_tinued
to the fouth-weft until it falls in with the
37th degree of the faid latitude.

In like manner, a line beginning at the
mouth of the river Miamis, on the fouth fide of
lake Erie, thall be drawn towards the fouth or
fouth-weft, to the fource of the river Wa.
bache or of St. Jerom, and thence continued
along the river to the place where it difchar rges
itfelf into the Ohio; and from thence, in a
ftraight line, towards the {outh to the above-
lnentloned 37th degree of north latitude.

All the forts and fortrefies that have been
built, or the fettlements that have been made
by cither the one or the other of the two
crowns, or by their refpetive fubjects, on
the faid territory, fituated between the two
Iines, fhall be demolithed in the abovefaid
fpace of fix months ; reckoning from the day
that the prefent convention f(hall be figned,’
or {fooner if poffible’; and fhal {o remain de-
molithed until fuch time as the prefent difputes
between toth crowns are amicably ended:
fo that all the couniry, lying between the two
abovefaid lines, in its whole extent from north
to fouth, thall remain and be coniil:red during
that time as a ncutral country ; and no far-
ther ufe thall be made of it than to CalTy ON
a trade with the natives, which fhail be free

ond
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and allowed to both nations, without any
hindrance or moleftation what{otver.

That the refpective generals and governors
of thé two crowns, fhall name in the fpace
of three months, reckoning from the day of:
figning the prefent convention or fooner if
poffible, underftanding perfons, who fhall
draw out and mark the faid lines, in the
fpace of three months more reckoning from
the day of their being appointed for this
purpofe.

III.

. It 18 thoreover agreed, that the forts on
the river Nia{gara, and fort Frederic or Crown
Point, on lake Champlain, built fince the
treaty of Utrecht renewed, and confirmed by
that of Aix la Chappelle; fhall be demolithed
in the fame fpace of fix months, reckoning
from the day of figning the prefent conven-
vention ; and that as to what relates to the
‘abovefaid river of Niagara, and the lakes of
Erie, Ontario, and Champlain, it fhall be
free for the fubje&ts of both crowns to pafs,,
afcend and defcend them with all fafety, and
to trade, without any hindrance or molefta-
tion, with the Indians inhabiting the coun-
tries fituated round the, great lakes; as well
with thofe who are the fubjects and friends
of Great Britain as fubjeCts and friends of
France.

N n V.



(274 )
IV.

ft is in Tike mannner, covenanted and
agreed, that a line fhall be drawn from the
mouth of the river Penobfcot or Pentagoet,
to its fource, and from thenee in a ftraight line
northwards to the river St. Lawrence; and
that from a point which fhall be found at the
diftance of twenty leagues in a ftraight line,
from the mouth of the river Penobfcot or
Pentagoet; a line fhall be drawn acrofs the
continent, to the point which fhall be on the
banks of the river St. Lawrence, to the dif-
tance of twenty leagues from cape Tourmen-
tin, in a direét line.

That as to what relates to the countries
and territories fituated to the North, between
both thefe lines, to the river St. Lawrence;,
they fhall not be fettled nor poflefled by the
fubjects of either crowns,” who fhall not
be allowed to make any farther ufe of them,
than to carry on a trade there.

That all the Prefqu-lfle and the Ithmus,
together with the Bay of Fundi or Baie Fran-~
coife, and in general all the lands, rivers
and coafts, fituated on the fouth-eaft of the
abovementioned line, which is to be drawn
acrofs the faid continent, from the river
Penobfcot or Pentagoet, to the gulph of St.
Lawrence, fhall be acknowledged and de-
clared to belong, in all fovereignty, and

abfolute
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abfolute propriety, to the crown of Greag
Britain. :

Moreover, it is covenanted and agreed,
that the retpective generals and governors,
thall name underftanding perfons, in the
fpace of three months, reckoning from the
day of figning this prefent convention, or
fooner if poffible, who fhall draw and mark
out the faid lines in the fpace of three
months, reckoning frem the day of their
being appointed for this purpofe.

V.

His Britannic majefty, and his moft Chrifx
tian majefly, engage to give without delay,
after the ratification of the prefent convention,
the neceflary inftructions and orders to their
relpective minifters, to enable them to deter-
mine (hetween both courts by way of an ami-
cable conciliation) as foon as poflible, by a
definitive treaty, all the differences which
have arofe between the fubjects of both
crowns, relative to their refpective pofieflions,
rights and pretenfions in America ; and which
are not finally determined by the prefent con-
vention, " '

VI

The prefent convention fhall be ratified by
their Britannic and moft Chriftian majefties,
Nn 2 and
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and the ratifications in good and due form,
{hall be exchanged in this city of London,
in the fpace of fifteen days or fooner, if pof-
{ible, reckoning from the day of figning the
prefent convention.  In witnefs whereof, &c.

NUMBER VI

Extract of a letter written by M. Rouille #5
the Duke De Mirepoix, March 27, 1755.

N order to attain the fo defireable end of

- peace, one muft neceffarily weigh the na-
ture and the circumftances of the engage-
ments which are to be contratted, and com-
bine the reciprocal rights and conveniences.
A work of this importance will require much
application and time ; and what ufe fhall one
make in the mean while of the armaments
which have been prepared on both fides?
how will it be poffible to negociate with any
advantage, if alts of violence continue in
North America, and if they begin on the
high feas? Will not the advantages gained
by the one fide and the other, be a motive for
multiplving pretenfions and difficulties, and
become fii h obftacles to a pacification ¢ This
inconvenic..cc fhould therefore be prevented ;
and that cannot b, unlefs by giving to the
refpective governors in America, and to the
commanders of the fquadrons, fuch uniform
orders 2s fix invariably their operations to a
‘ bare
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bare defenfive, and forbid them abfolutely all
alts of offenfive hoftility, under any pretext
whatfoever.

- The King will make no difficulty in com-
municating to the King of England the du-
plicates of the orders and inftru&ions which
his majefty fhall give to his governors and
commanders, if his Britannic majefty pleafes
to a&t towards the king with the fame can-
dour and confidence. ~What we pro-
pofe in this refpe¢t is {fo confiftent with all
the rules of equity and moderation, that we
cannot conceive it poflible for people to refufe
their concurrence therein, if peace is as fin-
cerely withed for in London as it is at Ver=
failles.

The reputation of both courts demands
even this precaution, fince it were expofing
ourfelves to fufpicions and reproaches of the
want of faith and duplicity in our proceedings,
if while a negociation was carrying on in order
to bring about a pacification, we fhould au-
thorife, ar even appear to tolerate hoftilities,
which would contradit evidently all ideas of
a reconciliation.

I have already mentioned it to you, and
as truth is always the fame, I fhall always
hold the famelanguage to defire peace fincere-

ly, and not to put a ftop to ats of violence,
are two things incompatible.

NUMB.
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NUMBER VIL

Anfwer delivered by the court of London /4
the Duke de Mirepoix, April 5, 1755.

HE court of London will concur with

all the eagernefs pofible, in concludmg
a definitive agreement which fhall take in all
the parts that are a fubjet of conteft in Ame-
rica, between the two nations, which his Ex-
cellency the duke de Mirepoix has infinuated
to coincide with the difpofitions of his court.

The propofal made by the court of France
by the extra&t of M. Rouille’s letter written
the 27th of March to his excellency the duke
de Mirepoix, is the fame that has been made
heretofore, and has only a ceffation of arms
between both nations for its object.

The court of London meets in this with
the fame difficulties which have offered them-
felves to them from the beginning of the ne-
gociation, and cannot look upon it as a means
that can favour a conciliation.

In the counter-project which the court of
Londen gave, in anfwer to the plan of con-
vention propofed heretofore by France, it

expoled nothing but what appeared to belong
by right, and accordmcr to treaties to the
crown of Great Britain.

This court has even confented to depart
from this right in many rejpects, for the fake

of
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of peatt, and to fhew its fincere defire to
cultivate the moft perfect friendfhip with the
court of France. [t is for this reafon that the
court of London did hope, from the confefled

- candour of his moft Chriftian majefty, that his
ambaffador would have inftructions, and be au=
thorifed to deliver {pecifically the objections
which the court of France might have made to
this couiter:project, and lay open, in an a-
micable manner, the demands of his court ;
which fhould feem to be the moft natural
way, the moft regulat and the moft conform.
#ble to the withes which the court of London
entertains in common with that of Verfailles;
to procure, by imeans of the negociation al=
ready agreed on (2), a fpeedy and definitivé
reconciliation n regard to all the points which
have been the fubje&t of difcuffion between
both nations in America:

NUMBER Vi

Extract of a letter from M. Rouille 70 thé
Duke de Mirepoix, dated April 13, 1755,
and delivered to the miniftry of London.

r I *HE King, fo whom I gave an account
of the defire which his Britannic majefty

* (a) Since it was dgreed to negociate, how came
England; even during this time, to give ordérs for at:
tacking the French in America? Why did it in Europs
refufe to give erders for the ceafing of all hoftilities ?ha ,
as
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has exprefled to receive a fpeedy anfwer to
the memorial given you by the Chevalier Ro-
bifon, has ordered me to fend you back your
courier without delay. )

The King would fain carry his complai-
fance {till farther, but the propofitions of the
court of London do not allow his majefty to
hope that the two courts will fucceed in end-
ing their differences by a juft and becoming
conciliation.

According to the court of London, the
fuccefs of our negociation depends entirely on
the ceflion which the Englith demand, not
only of the Prefqu ifle, of which Acadia is
but a part, but alfo of twenty leagues of the
coaft of Bay Francoife on the fide of Canada.
~ This propofition, efpecially as to what re-
lates to the twenty leagues of coaft, is fo dia-
metrically oppofite to our rights, our poflef=
fions, and to our moft eflential concerns, that
we cannot poffibly allow it.

If this ceflion would be necefiary, or even
ufeful to the Englifh, either in their trade
with the favages, or their communication
with Acadia and New England, we could
afcribe the demand which they make us of
it to one of thefe two motives only ; but their
pretenfion cannot be grounded on any reafon,

_or any pretext of neceflity or utility.

The favages have always had a liberty to
trade in the Englith colonies, in the famé¢
manner as in the French, and twenty leagues

moré
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more will make no alteration in the ftate of
affairs in this refpect.

As to the commumcatlon betweeri Acadia
and New England, it is abfolutely 1mpra&1-
cable by land, not only on actount of the dif-
taricé, but likewife the extreme difficulty of
the roads and paffing the rivers which muft be
croﬁ'ed towards their mouth. This commu-
nication is on the contrary very fhort and very
eafy by fea.

To this the King canndt, or ought hot to
confent, becaufe the lands fituated aleng
Baie Francoife on the fide'of Canada, is in-
difpenfably neceflary for the communicationt
of Quebec, during.part of thie year, as well
with Europe as the Ifle Royal and St. Johns.

The court of London propofes, with re-

ard to thie part of Canada fituated above
%L’ebec and Montrealy that the river St. Lau-
rence and the lakes Erle and Ontatlo ferve ad
limits between the two hations. _

It is on the fixation of thefe fimit3 that
meflieurs the Englith miniftets p"Uel‘d alfd
to lay the foundqtlon of the nczc,uatl a1,

The King, is fo far from edteting ints
any explanatlon on this afticle, that he never
will confetit to his {overeifnty over the fonth:
ern bank of the river St. Laurence and tha
lakes of Ontario and Brie to be Brought i
queftion, or that thefe parte, which have beeh
always confidered as the cénter, {hould now
~ become thc limits of Canada.

Ou “The
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The prefervation of that part of Cahadd,
Wwhich fhould remain to us after this fepara-
tion, would become, by this pretenfion of
Encland, very chargeable if not impoffible.

1t does not appear that the court of Lon-
don is willing to confent to our making fettle-
ments between the Ohio and Watbach rivers,
unlefs poffibly at the diftance of fome leagues
on this fide the left bank of this laft river.

- We have offered to abandon the land be-
tween the mountains of Virginia and the
Ohio, and to fuffer it to remain neutral ; but
we can grant nothing more, without giving
up our communication between Lowfiana,
and Canada. ‘

- We differ in too effential a mainner, in
our interefts and views, with regard to the ca-
pital points, which the Englith minifters look
upon as the neceffary bafis of a negociation.

The court of London, in the memorial
which has been delivered to you, expreffes its
hore, that you have received proper inftruc-
tions, and are authorifed to give in, fpecifi-
cally, the objections which the court of
France, might have made to the counter-pro-
_j2&t, and open yourfelf amicably on this fub-
ject.

The reafons which have determined the
King not to give an anfwer in writing to the
counter-project in queftion, fubfift always the
{ame; fince ol that the Englith minifters
have faid to you, fince their “delivering this

piece
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plece to you, differs fearcely in any thing
from what it contains.

Their Taft propofitions have only ferved to.
dlufhate what could not be exprefled in fo
clear 2 mander in the counter-project.

If the ng of England and his miniftry
are as fincere in their defire of peace as we
are, they muft defift in a formal manner from
theu pretenfion of making us abandon,

. The fouthern coaft of theriver St. Lau-
;ence, and the lakes whofe waters difcharge
themfelves i mto this river,

" 2. The twenty leagues of Country which
they demand on Baye Francoife.

3. The territory between the Ohio and
Wafbach.

We are difpofed to enter into a nggociation
upon all the remainder, and even to facrifice
part of our rights to all the conveniencies of
England, wherever it may be confiftent with
the dignity of the King and the fecurity of hls

offeffions.

We will gladly take in concert with the
Brittith minifters, the moft effeGual mea-
fures to guard hoth nations in America asainft
all invafion of property, and prevent any dif-
pute between them.

In fhort, we will not be averfe from making,
in concert with them, fuch arrangements as
may facilitate and augment their trade ; but
we fhall enter into no particulars on this fub-

ject, fo long as the court of London fhall look
Oo 2 upQn



(284 )~
ypon the three articles, which we are abfo-
lutely determtned not to allow of, as a necef-
fary and preliminary bafis of the negociation.

At firft there was queftion only of the ter-
ritory of the fair river, but now their preten-
fions extend to all the parts of Canada, which
lie on the fouthern fide of the river St. Law-
rence.

It was agreed to adhere to a provifional
qccommodatlon, while' a definitive treaty
fhould be laboured at afterwards, they would
have no provifionary convention, and they
pre*ended to determine every thmg at once.

We have propofed the preventmg any ul-
terior aéts of violence, by giving orders for
that purpofe to the refpective governors, and
to the commanders ‘of the fquadrons ; they
have reje¢ted a propofal fo reputable and {0
full of moderatmn

NUMBER IX.

Note delivered by the court of London to the
Duke de Mirepoix, April 24, 1753.

HE court of Great Britain fees, with

regret, that the frlel‘dly anfwer deli-
vered to his excellency M. de Mirepoix the
sth of this month, in confequence of a letter
of M. de Rouille of the 27th of laft month,
has not been produétive of fuch inftructions
from his court as might have enabled him to
o b enter
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enter immediately on a negociation concern-
ing the different points contained in the coun~"
ter=proje¢t which had been delivered him fo
early as the 7th of March ; but that on the
contrary, M. de Rouille: declarcs, in the ex-
tract of his letter of the y3th of this month,
which-has beeri communicated to Sir Thomas
Robinfon by the ambaffador of France, that
France defires the Britith court would,
vious to any negociation, defift formally from
its pretenfion, and to make it abandon) _

1. The fquthern coaft of the river St. Law-
rence, and the lakes whofe witers are rccelved
into that river.

2. The twenty leagues of country which
they demand on Bay Francoife.

3. The territory between the Ohio and
Wabache.

As to the firft of thefq points M. de Rou-
ille has made it outin a very thort manncr,
and very different from what it was intended
to be underftood by the above-mentioned
eounter-project (‘@) ; but with regard to this
point as well as the others, the Britith court
refers itfelf, and adheres to the expoﬁnon
made of 'it, as b;:mg founded on the treaties
and appearmg abfolutely necefiary to its fecu-=
rity.

(a) 1t may be obferved with what attention the Bri-
tith miniftry feigned not to comprehend well enough the
ideas of the court of France. All that was apprehended
in England was, left the negociation thould break off

before the exegution of the plan of invafion,
They
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They are, however, difpoféd to enter inta
an examination of all the contefted points.
In the courfe of this examination it may be
found out in what the moft eflential diffe-
rences between the two courts confift, and
the natural defire of peace may ftrike out the
means of facilitating an accommodation.

NUMBER X

Note, delivered by the Duke de Mirepo?x the
6th of May 1755, in anfwer to'the forego-
ng.

HE court of France is invarible ip its
L principles of equity and moderation. It
always withes very fincerely the prefervation
of peace and the moft perfect underftanding
between it and the Britith coutt, if the Duke
de Mirepoix has not been authorifed to enter.
into a negociation upon the three following
points.

1. The fouthern coaft of thé river St. Laws
rence, and the lakes whofe waters fall intq
this river.

2. The twenty leagues of country along
Bay Francoife.

3. The territory between the Ohio and
the Wabache. :

It was folely becaufe the adhefion to the
demands of the Britith court, with refpect tg
thefe three points, has been always prefented,

te
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to the court of Fratice as a ficceffary balis, and
the prehmmary conditions.of the negociation.

It wasin this {énfe that the court of France
has demanded, and continues to demand,
that the Britith court da defit from its pre-
tenfions relative to thefe three fubjects ; but
the court of France is difpofed, as it has al-
ways been, to acquiefce, agreeable to thé
XVIIith article of the treaty of Aix la Chap-
pelle, in the examination and amicable dif-
cuffion of all the points in difpute, and i
taking in concert with the Britith court the
arraigements which fhall be judged neceffary,
to put an end to all differences between the
two nations, and fettlmg affairs in America.
on a footing that is agreeable to the tranqml—‘
ity and fecurity of the refpeive colonies; as
well for the prefent as hereafter : the courtof
France is very far from forming any demand
that is not founded on a real right and-the
treaties 3 ahd as the Britifh court declares to
be animated with the fame fentiments, there-
is room to hope that the intentions fo equita-
ble and fo full of moderation on both fides,
will be attended with the falutary effe@ which
the two courts ought to promife themfelves
from thei, toward their common tranqmb
lity s and the public happinefs.

NUMB
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NUMBER XL

Note, delivered by the Britifb minifiry to the
Dutke de Mirepoix the 9th of May 1753.

HE colirt of Gredt Britain fees, with

the greateft fatisfaction, by the anfwer
vihich his excellency the Duke de Mirepoix
has delivered to Sir Thomas Robinfon the 6th
of this month, not only that the court of
France perfifts in its refolution for maintain-
ing the peace, but likewife that its difpofitions
are the fame that thofe of England have al-
ways been, and are ftill, to enter without de-
Jay into the examination, and into 4n amica-
ble difcuffion of all the points in difpute.

The court of Great Britain has, during the
courfe of the negociation, proceeded with fo
much candour (2} and confidence, that they
did not hefitate to expofe naturally their inten-
tions and pretenfions, in order that the court
of France byacting in the fame manner, might
facilitate and haften the conciliation fo much
wifhed for on each fide.

" 4) The value to be fet on this word may be eafily

sftimated, by whogver has read the above pieces.

NUDME,
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NUMBER XIL

Memorial, delivered by the Duke de Mirepoix,
to the Miniftry of London, May 14, 1753

HE Difputes between the courts

I - of France and Englahd, concerning
America, have for fubjet, 1. the limits of
‘Acadia. 2. the limits of Canada. 3. the
courfe of the river Ohio and its territory. 4.
the Iflands of St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Domi-
nica and Tobago.

In the dxfcu{ﬁon of thefe poxm , the ge-
neral prmcxples to be laid down for the ne-
gociation are thofe, and thofe only of juftice,
the fecurity of the 1efpe6t1ve colunics, and
their mutual conveniences.

In all the palticular difcuffions concer nmn-
the four objects in queftion, the
are never to be loft hr*}*t of. Thercior
fhall here treat of theic obje&s in o fummery
manner, one after another.

ac ln [

ArTI1CLE I
Of the Limits.of Acadia.

F we examine into what is right and juft,
we fhall find, tha® Acadia takes in only
a paxt of the Penn\m ula where it is fituated,
which part exten’: from (,ape Fourchu «r

Pp 2}



( 290 )

Cape Sable, to Cape Canceau. This has
been evidently made out by the Memorial of
the French commiffaries dated October 4.
1751. the anfwer given to it by the Eng-
lith commifiaries does not invalidate the faéts,
nor the proofs which it contains. It ought,
therefore, to be laid down as a bafis of the
negociation, that Acadia takes in only a part
of the Penninfula.

But the court of France for the fake of
peace, will condefcend, after having difcufled
and afcertained its right, to the not infifting
on it with rigour, and will agree to examine
iito what may concern the object in que-
{tion, and the reciprocal fecurity and conve-
nicice of beth. It may poflibly alfo determine
to yicld to the Englith, the intire Pennin-
fula, under certein conditions and referva-
tiong, without which it neither ought, nor can
asrec to this ceflion. Thefe conditions
fliall be

1. That during the {pace of three vears,
all the Frerch who inhabit the Penninfula,
may have liberry to vithdraw from thence
with their efiedts, and that all manner of
afiiftance bz given them for facilitating this
tranfmigration, which the Englith, doubtlefs,
will confider as very advantar.cus for them-
felves.

2. That Fronce fhall keep the Ifthinus
and Beaubaffin, firce fhe cannot ohblutely
abndon them vvithout giving up at the fame
tunie, at Ived, «uiing a canliderzble part of

ihe
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the year, the communication between Quebec
and the Ifle-Royale. .

3. That a certain extent of land in th
Penninfula, which fhall be agreed on, fhall
be lcft uninhabited along the coaft which
bears on the gulph of St. Lawrence. This
propofal is not les favourable to the Englith
of Acadja, than it is to the French of Ifle-
Royal, and of St. John, fince thick woods
and defiles, which muft be croflfed, will be
an obftacle equally to the enterprifes which
either of the nations would form againft the
the other.

4. That the Englith fhall defift from the
demand which they have made of an extent
of twenty leagues along Bay Francoife on the
fide of Canada. They having abfolutely, no
{ort of right to, nor have they any real intereft
in demanding this ceffion, which is in' no
way neceffary to their commerce, and is of
no fort of ufe to their communication be-
tween Acadia and New England; whereas |
on the contrary, this territory is indifpenfibly
neceflary to the French for their communica-
tion with Quebec, when it becomes imprac-
ticable by the river St. Lawrence.

The court of France as a further proof of
its complaifance for England, and of its de-
fire to keep up with it the moft perfect
underftanding, may alfo, if it fhould mect
with fentiments that are reciprocal on the rurt
- of the ‘court of London, yield to the Eug-
Ppa liifh,
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lih the country lying between the river of
Sagahadoe and that of Pentagcet.

It is proved by the very title deeds of the
Eno glith, and namely, the charter concerning
New England, of the 7th of Odltober, 1695,
that the “limits of this province extend only
to Sagahadoe. The ceflion of the confide-
rable territory which lies between this river
and that of Pentagoet would anfwer, nay,
would exceed any reafonable demands which
the Englith might propofe to themfelves.

From what has been here faid it refults,
that France, to preferve peace, offers to fa-
crifice her right, her actual pofleflion, and an
intereft that is evident and fenfible ; but fhe
will not extend this facrifice heyond the
ceflion of the Penninfula of Acadia, with
the conditions and claufes, of which mention
has been made, and the part on the conti-
nent fide, which extends from Sagahadoe to
Pentagoet,

ARTICLE
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ARTIC‘LE 1L

Concerning the Limits of Canada,

HE Court of France has, in a decif-

five manner rejected, and will aliays
reject the propofition which has been made
by England ; that the fouthern coaft of the
river St. Lawrence, and the lakes Ontariq
and Erie, fhould ferve as limits between the
two nations.

it muft be laid down as a bafis for the
negociation in regard to this article, that the
river St. Lawrence is the centre of Canada.
This truth is juftified by juft tides, by emi~
nent writers, and by poffeffion.

All that France can agree to, after laying
down this principle, which cannot admit of
any reafonble contradiction, is to examine,
in regard to this objec, whether the recipro-
cal convenience of both nations may not
require in this refpect fome particular ar-
rangement in order to the fixing invariably,
the refpective limits. ’

The only pretext with which the Englith
endeavour to glofs ovewtheir pretenfions, is
taken from article XV of the treaty of U=
trecht ; but if all the exprefiions contzined
in this article arc examined into with due

’ attention,
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attention, it will evidently appear, that no-
thing is lefs founded than the inductions
which the court of London would in fa&,,
draw from thence.

1. There is queftion in this article only of
the perfons of the Savages, and not at all of
their country, or pretended territory ; becaufe
they have none that is determined, and that
they carry their notion of propriety no farther
than the actual ufe they make of the country
which they occupy to-day, and which they
ipoflibly may not occupy to-morrow.

2. It were abfurd to pretend that where-
ever a Savage who is a friend or a fubje of
one of the two crowns makes a tranfient
refidence. The country which he had then
inhabited, fhould belong to the crown whofe.
friend or fubject he is.

3. The Savages Lere meant, are free and
independent, and there are none of them
who may be called fubjects of either crowns :
what appears on the face bf the treaty of
Utrecht in regard to this, is faulty, and can
make no alteration in the nature of things.
It is certain, that no Englithman dare, with-
out running the rifque of being maffacred, tell
the [roquois, that they are fubjects of Eng-
land : thefe Savage nations are governed by
themfelves, and are as much, and more the
friends of France than of England ; feveral
French families are intermarried even among

the Iroquois, and have dwelt among then;
al
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all the laft war, during which, the five
nations have obferved the moit {tri& neutra-
lity.

t};.. The XVth article of the treaty of
Utrecht contains the fame ftipulations, as
well in favour of the French, as in favour
of the Englith, and tho{c ftipulations are
mutual.  The French might therefore fay,
with a better title than the Englith can urge
in fupport of their claim to the Iroquois,
that the Abnaqui nations, and the Souriquois,
otherwife called Micmacs, Malcutes and
Cannibas, &c. are the fubjets of France;
and as there are Souriquois who inhabit the
extremity of the Penninfula on the fide of
cape Fourchu and of cape Sable; it would
follow that the French might pretend to
form fettlements at that place, with as much
right as the Englith have had in making fet-
tlements at Ofwego, or Chouaguen, on the
banks of lake Ontario, in 1726 or 1727;
and of courfe a long time after the peace of
Utrecht; France has not ceafed fince that
time, to complain againft this encroachment,
and fhe expects that the fort of Chouaguen
thall be deftroyed.

The treaty of Utrecht was not rightly in<
terpreted, when it was pretended, that it
authorifed the French and Englith to drive a
trade promifcuoufly, ameng all the Savage
nations, on pretence of fubjection, alliance
ar friendthip. This article, if well under-

{tood

2
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ftood and explained, provides only for the
liberty of trade, which the Savages may
carry on among themfelves, or among the
European nations and no ways authonic
thol in going bevend the limits of their co-

{onics, in order fo carry on a trade with the
Savages.

6, La‘Hy, by thi: XVth artlcle it is pro-
wded that it fthall be fettled refpeétively,
which are the American nations that ougha to
be deemed fubjets or friends of the two
crowns. This Papulanon has not been exe-
cuted, becaufe, in fact it is fcarcely fufcepti-
ble of execution; inafmuch, as an Indian
nation which to-day are friends, may to-
morrow become enemies ; and therefore, the
argument which might have been ufed
upon this head, would have been contra-
dicted by fact.

All we have here fet forth, proves clearly,
that if the XVth article of the treaty of U-
trecht be difcufled, accordmg to the rules
of juftice and rwht, it will be eafy to over-
turn the falfe mterpretauons which are given
toit. Nor will it admit of greater dif: _ul v
to demonftrate, tiat the En 'lﬂl cannot be
actuated by any motivesof inicrelt, in fetting
forth the pretenﬁons witich they have for med.
'There can be no qucf’cion in thefe vaft ic-
glons of America, of difputing about a little
more, or a little lefs ground. The effential
intereft is limitted te two chlels: that of

it ¥
Hl(a..\‘.‘.i'
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fecurity, and that of trade: the court of
France will be always difpofed to concert
in both thefe refpeds with that of London,
fuch arrangements as are equitable and {olid,
as well for the prefent as the future. '

;ARTICLE 111,

Goncérning the courfe and the territory of the
Obio. -

T is inconteftible from the principles which

agree with the titles, with juftice, with
the law of convenience and the mutual fe-
curity, that the Ohio ought to make part of
the pofieflions of France. The Englith
have no fettlements upon this river, and when,
the Brittith minifters maintained this propo-
fition : that the fources of this river are full
of antient fettlements of their nation; it was
plain, they had trufted too much to falfe re-
lations. The French have always looked
upon this river as dependent of Canada, and
it is effential to her, 1n order to the commu-
nication of Canada with Louifiana; they
have frequented it in all times, and in num-
bers. It was even by this river, that they
‘fent the detachment of, troops which wecre
fent ‘to the Louifiana, about the year 1739,
on the occafion of the war of the Chi-

“cachas
Qq : Had
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Had there been Englith fettlements then
on that river, and had it been a part of the
Brittith colonies, would the French have been
fuffered to defcend its whole courfe 5 or would
not the court of London have at leaft made
complaints of it? but at that time there was
no quettion or the leaft mention made, of the
pretenfion which has heen raifed up fince ;
without proof, without title, and without any
{ort of foundation. oy

It is true that in latter yéars, fome Eng-
lith traders have pafled the mountains of Vir-
ginia, and have ventured to carry on a furr-
trade towards the Ohio with the Savages.
The French governors of Canada contented
themfelves at firft, with fendihg them word
that they were on the territory of France,
and forbidding them to return on pain of
having their goods feifed and themfelves
made prifoners : they returned notwithftand-
ing, and their goods have been confifcated
and fold, their perfons feifed and conducted
to Quebec, from thence to France, where
they have been detained in the prifons of
Rochelle: no claim, no complaint was made
on this occafion, by the court of London;
they have been confidered only as fmug-
glers, whe'e defire of gain, had expofed them.
to the rifque attending an illicit trade.

Having thus afcertained, and with fo much
folidity, the right and pofeffion of the Brench
on the Qo and its territory, th-'g béing f2-

tisfied
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tisfied to ftipulate, that all the territory be-
tween the Ohio and the mountains, which
border Virginia, {hall "remain neuiral, and
that all trade and paflage through it fhall be
interdi¢ted as well to the French as to the
Englifh, ought to be confidered as a very
{enfible proof of their love of peace. '

ArRTi1cLE IV.

Concerning the Contefted Iflands.

‘ H E SE Iflands are thofe of St. Lucia,
Dominica, St. Vincent and Tobago ;
We venture to affirm, that the commifiaries
of France have demonftrated in the cleareft
manner, thattheifland of St. Lucia belongs
to the king their mafter, and that thofe ot
St. Vincent and Dominica, ought to belong
to the Savages or Caribbees under the protec-
of his majetty. L
"The commiffaries have made no memo-
rial relative to Tobago, but the lawfulnefs
of the rights of France to this ifland, is not
the lefs demonitrable : fo that the court of
France, at the fame time that it prevails on
“itfelf to make in favour of England; the
facrifices which have been mentioned in this
memgyial, ought to require, that its right
of propriety to St. Lucia and Tobago be
Q_q 2 acknow-
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acknowledged, and that the iffands of St
Vincent and Dominico do remain to the
Savages or Caribbees, under the protection
of his moft Chriftian majefty.

Signed
The Duke de Mirepoix.

NUMBER XIIL

Memorial, delivered the 7th of Yune 175%,
by the Minifiry of London, in anfwer. to
the forcgoing, on the four Points to be dif-
cuffed, relating to America.

. The Limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia.

. The Limits of Canada.

. The Courfe and the Territory of the Obio.

. The Iflands of St. Lucia, St. Vincent,
Dominica and Tobago,

U N M-

HE Court of Great-Britain lays down

as general principles of the negocia-

tion, thofe of right and juftice ; but it cannot
allow (properly ipeaking) that of convenience,
to be one of thefe; as it is not to be admitted
excepting it be for the fake of peace, and in
order to preferve a good harmony, which is
fo much withed for, between both courts.
They
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They ought therefore to difpofe themfelves
equally to .depart, in certain cafes, from.
what might appear an abfolute right, when:
it can be done with fafety. The court of.
Great-Britain, is ready to give proof of its
good difpofition on this occafion, whenever it
is confiftent with prudence, and its fafety ;.
upon the prefumption that it will meet with
the fame good intentions on the part of
France.

ART1i1crE L
Of the Limits of Acadia.

W Hatever reafon France may have to
imagine that Acadia ought to be limit-
ted to this part of the Penninfula which ex-
tends from cape Fourchu, or from cape Sa-
ble to cape Canfeau, grounded upon what is
alledged in the Memorials of its commiffaries
of the 4th of Ocober, 1751; it were to
be wifhed that 2 greater attention had been
paid to the reply made to that memorial, and
given in by the Englith commiffaries above
two years ago.
To this, France makes no other anfwer *

* An Anfwer has been made fince to this Reply, by
a Memoria} which is to be foon publithed. The pro~
ceedings of the Englith might fave difpenfed (the Com-
miffaries of his Majefty) with this labour: but France
owes to.its own Glory, the care which the takes ta
expofe, to the eyes of the Univerfe, both t1e juftice of
ker Rights, and the regularity of her Stepss h .
than
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than by affirming that ¢ this reply overturns
< ne;ther the facts nor the proofs contained:
¢ in the French memorial ; and that there~
« fore, it thould be laid down as a bafis of
‘¢ the negociation, that Acadia compofes only
¢ a part of the Penninfula:” however, this
dppears to the court of Great-Britain to be
clearly and fclidly proved in this reply, viz.
that the ancient limits of Acadia or Nova-
Scotia, (and the queftion turns here, on thofe
ancient limits) extend on the weft towards
New England by Penobfcot river, otherwife
called Pentagset ; that is to fav, beginning
at its mouth and from thence drawmg a
ftraight line on the north fide to the river
St, Lawrence, or the great river of Canada;
at the north by the faid river St. Lawrence,
along its fouthern bank to cape Rofiers fitu-
ated at its entrdnce; eaftwards by the great
gulph of St. Lawrence from the faid cape
Rofiers ; on the fouth-eaft by the Raccaloo
flands to cape Breton, leaving thefe iflands
to the right, and the gulph of St. Lawrence
and Newfoundland, with the iflands belong-
ing thereto, on the left, to the cape or pro-
montory called cape Breton; on the fouth by
the great Atlantic ocean, drawing towards the
fouth-weft from the faid cape Breton by cape
Sable, taking in the iflands of the fame name
round the bay of Fundi, which aftend to-
wards the eaftinto the country, to the mouth
of the faid river Penobiqot or Pentagoet.

- So
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"So effential a difference with regard to
limits claimed as a mattet of right by both
fides, has already difpofed the court of Great
Btitain, for the fake of peace, fot to infift
rigoroufly, on what belongs to it ; but to pro-
pofe that two lines bemg dmwn, the one,
from the tnouth of the river Penobfcot or
Pentagoet, to its fource, and thence in a
dire¢t line northwards to the river St. Law«
rence, the other from a certain point on the
faid river of Pentagoet, at twenty leagues
diftance from its mouth acrofs the continent,
to the point on the gulph of St. Lawrence,
which will be at twenty leagues diftance from
cape Tourmantin, the whole of the Pennin-
fula, the Ifthmus, the Bay of Fundy, and
in general all the countries, rivers and coafts,
fituated to the fouth-eaft of the abovefaid laft
line, fhall belong in full fovereignty to the
‘crown of Great Britain ; that with regard to-
the country fituated to the north-weft between
the two abovefaid lines, to the river St. Law-
rence, fhall not be poﬁ'eﬁéd nor inhabited’
by the fubjeéts of either one power or the
other. :

The court of Great Britain imagines that
this propofition will fullfill perfeitly, the ob-
ject of fecurity and reaprocal convenience ;
but on the other hand it fees with regret,
how much the conditions, and the referves
under which France pretends to leave the
pofletlion of the Penninfula to Great Britain,

are
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are fubjedt. to obftacles and unfurmountable
objections, fo as to render the poffeffion of
this Penninfula totally ufelefs.

. 1. With regard to the propofition of grant-
ing the fpace of three years to all the French
who inhabit the Penninfula, in order to
withdraw from thence with their effe@s; it
were depriving England of a very confide-
rable number of ufeful fubjects; fhould fuch
a_ tranfmigration extend to the French who
were fettled there at the time of the treaty of
Utrecht, and to their defcendants.

. By the fourteenth article of this treaty,
the inhabitants have had, it is true, the liberty-
to retire with their moveables; but this
time being expired thefe forty years, there is
not the leaft reafon for fuch a right to fubfift
at prefent, and it muft be fuppofed that *.
thofe who have been willing to remain un-
der the dominion of Great Britain, as well
as their defcendants born in the country,
would not leave without much reluctance,
their fettlements, though even it were pof-
fible that the king of Great Britain could
confent to fo difadvantageous a propofiton.

* Thefe Inhabitants did not withdraw then, becaufe
they did not take it, that the country which they inha-
bited was comprehended in the ceffion ; and the Engifh
themfelves formed the fame judgment, as appears from
their not compelling them to acknowledge the King of
England for their Severeign.

Whatever
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2. Whatever defire France may have to pofe
fefs the Ifthmus and Beaubaflin, as the only
communication during a confiderable part of
the year between Quebec and Ifle-Royal,
Great Britain cannot confent thereto, with-
out giving up the moft effential fecurity for
the remainder of the Pennmfula, of which
the whole might as well be given up, as to
leave the Key thereof to another.

3. The fame difficulty occurs with regard
to the propofal of leaving in the Penninfula,
a certain extent of ground which fhall not
be inhabited, along the coaft which com-
mands the gulph of St. Lawrence: To
Great Britain it appears, that very thick
woods and defiles to be croffed, would tend
more to favour the defigns which one power
may have for another, than to obitruct
them. .

4. It isin confequence of fuch refleQions,
that Great Britain for her own fecurity, is flill
under a neceffity of infifting that fhe fhail
have a certain fkirt of land as may be agiced
on, along the northern coaft of the bay of
Fundy to the gulph of St. Lawrence, with-
out which, the poficffion of the Pennintula
and of the bay of Fundy, would be cntirely,
precarious.

So that, on whatever fide we view the con-
ditions and refervations of Irance, Great-
Britain can confider them only as fu many

(ceds of néw diffentions. Tolcave the bay of
Rr 'undy
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Ftlnd}' in" common, were the moft certain
means of interrupting the happy harmony fo
much wifhed for on both fides. Hitherto
< it has been fufficiently demonftrated by ex-
¢ perience,” even by the confeflion of France,
according to the memorial of M. de Torci,
of the 1oth of June 1712, ¢ that it is im-
< poffible to preferve fuch an union in the
© places that are held in common by the
French and Englith’  Which may be faid
with equal truth of a Bay which is fo narrow
as that in queftion: France has been hitherto
contented with the Ifle Royal, in order to fe-
cure herfelf the entrance of the river St. Law-
rence; and it was owing to the fame reafons
that the Englith who were to be the poffef-
fors of Acadia and Newfoundland, by the
treaty of Utrecht, renounced their preten-
fions to the farther pofleffion of the Ifland of
cape Breton in common with the French.

II.
Of the Limits of Canada.

T will be difficult to form to one’s felf a
precife Idea, of what, in the memorial is
“called the centre of Canada; we can fiill lefs
“admit, for a bafis of the negociation, that the
siver St. Lawrence he the centre of this pro-
vince :
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vince: this is advanced without any proof,
and it is impoffible, that the courfe of a river
of this extent could form the centre of any
country. Moreover, Great Britain cannot
{fubfcribe to this propofition, viz. that the
country between the northern coaft of the
bay of Fundy, and the fouthern bank of the
river. St. Lawrence, (which Great Britain
has offered already fhould remain neutral,
without bzing poffeffed by either nation, and
except the {kirt of land which is propofed to be
drawn out of it) ought to be confidered, or
has ever been confidered as a part of Ca-
nada, fince the contrary has been demonftrated
by authentic proofs.

Neither can Great Britain allow, that
France has a right to the lakes Omauo and
Erie, or to the river Niagara, and the navi-
gation of thefe waters exclufively; it beiny
evident from inconteftible fa¢ts, that the fub-
je&s of Great Britain and France, as w dl as
the five Jroquois nations, have ma de ule of
the navigation of thefe lakes and rivers
wihout diftin&ion, as often as their oc-
cafions and convenience required it. But
as to a part of the country ficuated on the
fouthern coaft of the river St. Lawicnce,
exclufive of what has been already propoicd
to be left neutral, whofg limits are difputc.d
Lotween both nations, or their refpedive coln-
mies: The court of Great Britain is ready o

. Rr 2 ent:
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enter into a % DifcufTion on this fubje®, and
and to.fix the limits thereof by an ¢ amicable
negociation,” but however without prejudicing
the rights and pofleflions of any of thefe five
nations.

" As to the expofition which is made in the
French memorial of the XVth article of the
treaty of Utrecht, the court of Great Britain
does not think it can have any foundation,
cither by the words or the intention of this
treaty.

1. The court of Great Britain cannot allow
of this article relating only to the perfon of
the Savages, and not their country: the
words of this treaty are clear and precife, that
is to fay ; ¢ that the five Indian nations or
cantons, are fubje to the dominion of Great.
Britain,” which by the received expofition of
all the treaties, muft relate to the country as
well as to the perfon of the inhabitants ; it is’
what France has acknowledged in the moft
folemn manner; fhe had well weighed the
importance of this acknowledgement ‘at the
time of figning this treaty, and Great Britain

* Always a Seed of future Difcuffions and Negocia-
tions ! While 2t this very time, Fire and Sword:were,
carrying into the French habitations in America. No-
thing now was expeted at London but the Exploits of
M. Braddock ; and had the Orders given by his Bri-
tannic Miefly, been crowned with all the Succefs that
was expected, the French prifoners would have been
already on board M. Keppel’s Velflels on their return to,
France. ‘

can
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can never give it up. The countries pofieffed
by thefe Indians are very well know n, aad
are not at all {o undetermined as it is pre-
tended in the memorial ; they poﬂefs and
make them over as other proprietors do in all
other places.

2. Great Britain has never pretended that
the country wherein an Indian might
make a tranfient refidence, belonged to the
crown whofe friend or fubject he thould
be.

3. However free and independent the Sa-
vages in queftion may be (whichis ¢ a point
the court of Great Britain will not difcufs’ *)
they cannot be confidered otherwife than fub-
je€ts of Great Britain, and treated as fuch by.
France in particular ; fince the has folemnly
engaged by the treaty of Utrecht, renewed
and confirmed in the beft manner by that of
Aix la Chapelle, to confider them as fuch;
the nature of things is not changed § by the
treaty of Utrecht. The fame people, the
fame country, always exift : but the acknow-
ledgement made by France of the fubjection
of the Iroquois to Great Buta.n, IS an cver-
laf’cmg proof of her right in ms reipodt,
which can never be dlfputcd by Irance.

* They are right in that: However, this peint iy
decifive. For if the Savuges are Indepo n:.uwt, iy fol-
Jows that they are not IuHJu is of Englaud.

8. They mean, doubtlefs, to fuy {fnzgl. .
‘ & It
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4. It is truc, the fifteenth article of the
treaty of Utr;cht contains the fame ftipul.-
tions in favour of the French, as it does in
favour of the Englith, with regard to fuch
Indian nations as thould, after the conclufion
of this treaty, be by the commiflaries deemed
to be fubjects of Great Britain or France ; but
as to what regards the five Jroquois natiorfs,
or cantons above-mentioned, France has dif>
tinctly; and fpecifically declared b the faid
fifteenth article, that thPy are {ubyj ¢t to Great
Britain: Magne Britannie zmper:o Sulyells
and confeq 1ent1y, this point can admit of no
farther difpute,

. In whatever fenfe the treaty of Utrecht
may e underftood, with refpect to the trade
which the Englith and I‘lench thall be
allowed to cany on indiftin@ly with the
Savag° nations ; it is notwithftanding very

certain, that fuch a general trade is not at all
forbidden by this trcary. It is a common and
natural night which P2 wle have, to go and
n-ooctate amony their 11H‘W_‘ # allies or
fuendb ; but to come with an armed force on
the lands belonging t the fubjeés or allies of
another croven, d'ld there to bu&ld forts, {’mp

. ® Tais is ttill bagzing the Quelion. The Iroqunﬂ»
are eternally ﬁnpo edto be the f.xb)wm of Enzlanld.
Taer are at this time their enemies; fade 710:, they
have been always free: We need only to calt our eyes
oa the fpeech:sof M. Johafn, and ‘M, Wathington,
wr@d Proof of this

thom,
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them of their territories, appropiate them to
one’s felf'; this is what is not, what cannot
be authorifed by any pretenfion, not even by
the moft uncertain one of all, viz. conve-
niency : fuch are notwithftanding, the forts
of Frederic, Niagara, the Prefqu-Ifle, Ox-
river, and all thofe which have been built on
the Ohio, and on the adjacent lands. ,
- Whatever pretext might be alledged by
France, i confidering thefe conntries as the
appurtenances of Canada; it is a certain
truth that they have belonged, and (as they
have not been given up or made over to the
Englith) belong flill to the fame Indian na-
tions, which by the fifteenth article of the
treaty of Utrecht, France agreed not to mo-
lett, nuilo in poflerum impcdiments aut moleflia
afficiant. * ) .
6. 1t has been already proved that France
has, by the exprefs words of the faid treaty,
fully and abfolutely acknowledged the Iro-
quois as fubjets of Great Britain. It would

% What? The Englith go to war for the Iroquais
on whofe heads they have fet a price, and whom they
confider this time as their enemies | If thefe countrics
never ceafed to belong to the Savages, why do they now
difturb all Europe, in order to render thefe Indians afer-
vice which they do not demand, and at which they are
even offended.” We might fay to the Englith, Why do
you not abandon the Iroquois weho abandon you? Was
it neceffary that M. Braddock fhould lofe his life to ferve
fuch friends : it is true, the Savages themfelves do not
Jook on the zeal of the Englifh as a difiiercfted inftance
of Friepdihip,

net
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not be a matter of fuch dxﬁiCuIty as is pre-
tended in the meimorial, to come to an agree-
ment with regird to the other Indians, if
while fo many commiffions were made out
in order to regulate this point, there had been
a mutial difpofition to come to a conclufion ;
the acts of thefe commiffions have abun-
dantly thewn the true reafon$ whichi have
prevented the execution of the fifteenthi ar-
ticle of the treaty of Utrecht, without having
recourfe to an imaginary fuppoﬁtlon, as if the
treaty could not be carried into execution ;
fuch a fuppofition is evidently overturned by
the treaty itfclf, with regard to the Iroquois
nations.

pitl

Of the Courfe dnd the Territory of the
Obio.

NOTWlthﬁandmg all that has been ad-
vanced in this article,, the court of
Great Pritain cannot agree to France’s havmg
the leaft title to the river Ohio and the terri-
tory in queftion ; even that of pofleflion is
aot, nor can it be alledged on this occafion ; ;
ﬁnCC France cannot pretend to have had any
fuch before the treaty of Aix la Chapelle nor
fince, unlefs it be that of certain forts un-
jully erected, lately on, lands which evi-

dently
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dently belong to the five nations, % or which
thefe have made over to the crown of Great
Britain or its fubjets: as may be proved by
treaties t and acts of the greateft authenticity.
‘The title on which France infifts the mofit,
arifes from her having made ufe of this river
as a communication between Canada and
Louifiana ; but in fa&; fhe made no fuch ufe
of it unlefs occafionally or clandeftinely, as
might poffibly have happened in a country of
fuch extent, without being obferved ; which
cannot however give the leatt colour of a right
thereto. The rivers of the Micmacs and Wa-
bache arethofe which have ferved,andthatonly
within thefe few years, as a communication
between Canada and Louifiana ; not that Great
Britain can allow thatFrance hasany right even
to thefe, much lefs flill to a paffage {o near
her neighbourhood as that of the river Ohio.
As to the ufe which has been made of this
Iaft river, on the occafion of the war with the
Chicachas, (allies and friends of Great-Britain)
although Great-Britain did not complain of it
in a formal manner, it does not follow that a
violence committed in certain delicate and cri-
tical moments, can ferve as a foundation to
new encroachments. The fame may be faid of
the rath and inconfiderate proccedings of

% Every where, the Englifd alledge nothing but the
interefts or the gight of the five nation.
+ England will perhaps at laft, caufe thefe treaties to

be printed,
Sf{ the
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the governor of a diftant colony, who fhould
forbid the Englith to pafs the mountains of
Virginia, on 1pain of feizing their goods, and
- being themfelves made prifoners. The man-
ner in which the court of Great-Britain has
claimed thefe prifoners and their effeéts, has
been fufficiently made known by the memo-
rial which the late Eatl of Albemarle prefented
the 7th of March 1752 (2) to the court of
Francee. What the Court of Great-Britain
maintained, whatit infifts upon, is, that the
five nations of the Iroquois acknowledged by
France to be fubjects of Great-Britain, are by
origin (4) or by right of conqueft, the law-
ful proprietors of the river Ohio, and the
territory in queftion; and as to the terri-
tory which has been yielded and made over
by this people to Great-Britain (which it can-
not but be owned, muft be the moft juft and
lawful manner of making an acquifition of
this fort) fhe reclaims it as belonging to her,
having continued cultivating it for above twen-
ty years paft, and having made fettlements in
feveral parts of it, from the fources even of the
Ohio to Pecko-Williams, 'in the center of the
territory fituated between the Ohio and the
Wabache.

(a) This memorial was never delivered to the court
of France. ’

(¢) Why not fpecify fomething more precife? the
Iroqueis will very foon, on account of their origin, givg
the Englith an univerfal title over all America. B

. : ut
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; But notwithftanding fuch clear and evident
facts,. the court of Great-Britain, for the fake
of peace, and in order to preferve a good har-
mony between the two'crowns, has propofed,
to prevent all future difputes, to let that
extent of ground in thofe Parts, remain
neutral and uncultivated, in the manner that it
has been alreadyexpofed to the court of France,
and the precife extent of which Great-Britain
is ready to limit and adjuft by an amicable
negociation,

ARTICLE IV.
Concerning: the iflands in difpute.

“Hough the court of Great-Britain can, no
ways, acquiefce in the arguments alledged
in the laft memorial of the French commif-
faries, - witly regard to his moft Chriftian ma-
jefty’s right to the ifland of St. Lucia, yet we
think it unneceffary to enter at prefent into fo
minute a detail as this fubje& would require,
and which can not ip fact be comprifed within
the bounds of an anfwer, to the laft memorial
of the court of France.

We were employed in preparing an ample
reply on this fubjet, as alfo on that of the dif-
pute concerningthe iflands of St. Vincent, Do-
minica, and Tobago : but the court of Great- .
Britainbeing difpofedto cn;er into the difcuﬂiox:‘ ,

Sf2 of
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of the difputes relative to thefe four iflands in
the courfe of this negociaticn, is inclinable
to come to a reafonable and amicable (¢)
accommodation, in full expetation of meet-
ing with the like difpofitions in the court of
France,

Signed

‘T. RoBINSON.

N UMBER XIV.

Relation of the battle fought by the flips the
Alcide, commanded by M. Hocquart, and
the Lys, commanded by M. de Lorgerie,
taken (a) by Mr. Bofcawen's fquadron_com-.
pofed of eleven fhips. By one of the officers
embarked on board the Alcide.

1 N 45 degrees 27 minutes north latitude,
and 53 degrees 49 minutes longitude weft
from Paris, the 7th of v]u‘ne, at fix-in the

(c) Seein the following piece the pledge of this rea--
fonable accommodation. . - .

(d) There was the lefs reafon to expeét fuch an event,
as the Duke de Mircpoix having had advice, in the
menth of May 1755, that admiral Bofcawen had orders
of an offenfive nature, meflrs. the Lord High Chancellor
of England, the Duke of Newcaftle, Earl Granville,
and Sir Thomas Robinfon, to whom this ambaffador im-
parted the Advice which was given him, aflured him_
pofitively, that it was abfolutely falfe. .

evening,
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evening, the fighals were miade of eleven
fhips, which were perceived from the maft-
heads. They lay to the eaft-north-eaft, and
were about fix leagues diftant from us. M.’
Hocquart made the fignal to the Lys and the
Dauphin Royal to crowd their fails, in order
to endeavour to reconnoitre this fquadron’
before night, thinking it might be our own,
from which we had been feparated for feveral
days; the wind fell at once, and the calm
coming on at midnight, we lay to. ;

“The 8th, at day-break, we found ourfelves
to leeward of this fquadron-at the diftance of
about three leagues; M. Hocquart caufed
the private fignals to be made; but thefe
veflels crowding all their fails, and making-
no anfwer, we put up all ours; the Lys and
the Dauphin Royal were foon a-head of us,
the Englifh veffels were vifibly gaining ground.
on us. M. Hocquart gave orders to make
ready for fighting: the {quadron being now
within cannon-fhot and half, we hoifted our
flag and the fireamer, which was followed
by a cannon-fhot with powder. Upon this,
the Englith veflels hoifted their flags and
{treamers ; the fgeneral fet up a red flag on
his fore-top-matt.

Between ten and eleven in the morning
the Dunkirk, a thip of 60 guns, was within
hearing. M. Hocquart defired meflis. de
Roftaing, a colonel of foot, de Rigaud, go-
vernor of the three rivers in Canada, de

Crancé,
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Crancé, commiffary of war, d’Halisicour and
de Semerville, to hearken to the converfatiod
in order to be able to make a report of "it. He
caufed it to be cried out three times in Eng-~
lith, < Are we in peace or at war?” The
anfwer was, “ We don’t underftand you.”
"The fame queftion was repeated inFrench; the
fame anfwer. M. Hocquart made it. then
himfelf ; the Captainanfwered twice and very:
ditinétly, ¢ Peace, peace” M. Hocquart
added, ¢ What is the name of the Admiral.?”
¢ Admiral Bofcawen,” replies theEnglithman !
faysM. Hocquart: < I know him, he is a friend
of mine.” To which the Englithman replied,,
“ You, fir! whatis your name?” < Hocquart.”
The time of uttering thefe words was the only
interval between the word peace and the
broadfide, which declared war to us: we
were then within half piftol-thot, the guns of
the enemy were loaded with double balls and
old iron of all forts; that, together with the
confidence which the word Peace uttered by,
and coming from the mouth of a Captain,
was the occafion of our lofing a great number
of men. Our fire fuffered however no de-
lay by this; we remained fome time with our
- bow{prit acrofs this fhip, continuing a very hot
fire of our cannons and {mall. arms, which
was direCted on faur or five veflels which
were firing on us, among which were the
Admiral and Rear Admiral: but what could
we hope in the fituation we were in ? having
our
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our riggings in pieces, our fails full of thot, the
fore-top-maft ready to come down, the main-
maft pierced by two cannon-balls, our yard-
arm fhot in two, our main and top-gallant-
malfts injured, pieces of cannon difmounted,
eighty men lying killed, wounded or maimed
on the decks, of the number of whom were
four officers ; mefirs. Roftaing, de I'’Aubepin,
Monfermeil, and feveral officers wounded ;
M. Hocquart determined at laft furrender
himfelf to the Admiral.

At two in the afternoon the Lys, hav-
ing been neared by the Defiance, for
a long time made a running fight of it;
but the Fougueux coming up, fhe was put
between two fires. This fhip could make
but a ‘weak refiftance againft thefe attacks,
confidering the fmall number of cannon
which (he mounted ; this obliged M. de Lor-
gerie, after making all the refiftance poffible,
to firike the King’s flag. _

As to the Dauphin Royal, her being 2
prime failer, procured M. de Montalais the
fatisfaction of carrying her into Louifbourg with
the troops with which he was entrufted. Here
he was informed of the taking of our two thips,
by which a difcovery was made of the defigns
of the Englith.

FINTIS






