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Of the great Things which GOD 

hath done for us. 
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P SAL M CXXVI. Verfe 3d. 

'I' HE LOR D hath done great 'Things fir us; 
whereqf we are glad. -. 

o commelJt is neceffary for the expJa-" 
nation of thefe words, which are very 
plain of themfelves: Neither is there 
need of any preface, or introduction, 

CJm.~~JlI;7Gi~ in order to aceommoqate them tQ 
the prefent joyful occafion; fince it 

is fuppofed, they muft appear? even at firft view, 
fufficiently adapted to it. We may therefore imme­
diately adopt them ourfdves, and apply them to, the 
bufinefs of this day. For the Lord hath, iqdeed, done 
great things for us, whereof we are doubtlefs glad i> 

llaving abundant reafon to be fo. An.,d, in th.e lan­
guage of the context, well may "our mouth be now 
b~led wjth laughter, and our tongue with Cloging." 

, B .' .If 



2 Of the great 'Thz"ngs 

I T is propored, by _ divine affiitance, in the firft 
place, to reprefent to you thofe great things w~ich 
God hath lately done for us, for our land and natIon; 
and which are the oCGailon of our being affembled 
together in his houfe of praire at this time. 

IN the next place will be ihown, the propriety of 
beina alad and rejoicing on fuch occaGons, and what 
area~ r~afon we have for it at prefent; more efpecially 
~11 account of that important event, which is the 
more particular and immediate occaiion of this fo· 
lemnity. 

SOME needful regulations of our joy on this oeea­
ilon, will then be futjoined; that it may be taught to 
flow in a proper channel, and be agreeable to Ollr 
characr<:>r as chriftians, inftead of degenerating into 
the mirth of fools. 

AND the whole will be elofed with [uch reflecrion~ 
and exhortations, as the occaGon itfelf naturally fug. 
geft-s; and which may, therefore, be particularly fea~ 
:l(:m::tble at this time. 

To return then, it will be proper, in the firit place, 

I. To reprefent to you thofe great things which 
God hath lately done for us, for our land and nation; 
and which are the oecailon of our Qeing now affembled 
together in his houfe of praife. And altho' many of 
you may, perhaps, have a more accurate knowledae 

'. .' , ' 0' 
a Jufrer conceptIOn, and a deeper fenfe, of thefe favors 
ot heaven, than I have myrelf; yet it will be aood for 
us to talk of them, to revolve them in our mi~ds and 
fpeak of the great go~dnefs of our God to us, 'witil 
reference to them. If 1 do not inform you of an y 

thing, 
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thing, which you knew not before; yet I may poffibly 
revive the remembrance of certain mercj~s, which had 
flipped the memories of fome; and contribute to­
wards fixing both them, and others, in your minds t 
which, it is conceived, will be anfwering a valuable 
end. For the more thorough, or deeper fenfe, we 
have of thefe mercies, the more permanent it will 
be: and the more permanent it is, the more lafting 
will be our gratitude to God for them; and the more 
lafting our gratitude, the more fuitable returns fhall 
we make to him; which will be, in effeCt, beft to 
anf wer the true ends of this folernnity. 

I T is propofed, as was intimated before, to enlarge 
chiefly on that great and happy event, which is the 
principal, and more immediate occafion, of our pub­
lic rejoicing and thankfgivings at this time. My dif­
courfe in the afternoon, will be in a manner confined 
to this event; which will alfo employ more of our 
time this morning, than any other particular one. 
However, it is humbly conceived, there will be no 
impropriety in taking a little larger compafs, and ex­
tending OHr views, on this occafion, even beyond A­
merica. Accordingly, if you pleafe, we will introduce 
this interefting affair, the reduCtion or furrender of the 
capital city of Canada, by taking a tranCient view of 
fome other of our late military fucceifes, which pre­
ceededit; looking back to the principal of thofe, which 
have come to our knowledge fince the time of our 
laft general and public thankfgiving; and connecting 
thefe later with former ones, which were taken notice 
of on that: occafion. 

As you may remember, we then faw the war in ge­
neral going on profperoufly on the fide of Greal .. , 
'Britain and her allies. We then faw the enemy driven, 
with great 10fs and fiaughter, out of his Majefty'g 
.. '. B 2 Genrlan 



4 Of the .great Things. 

German dominions. We then alfo raw fome fucce[~­
ful defcents made on the coafts of France, from whence 
:we had been threatned, but juft before, with an inva­
fion, as at prefent. We then faw feveral of the ene­
my's fortreifes, and one of her valuable .fettlements, 
on the coaft of Africa, reduced; and fubJeCted to the 
obedience of his Britannic Majefty. We then ['lW his 
Majefty's illuftrious Pruffian Ally, not only ftanding 
his ground againft his numerous enemies, but viEtori.., 
ous in divers inftances; and, in particular, triumphant 
over the formidable Ruffian army . We then faw, 
here in America, the French [ortrers, ufually called 
Frontinac, furrendered to his Majefty's arms; and our 
troops returning from thence laden with the [pails of 
our enemies. We then faw the enemy driven from 
the river St. John; and the adjacent country fecured 
to his h1~~jeity; the whole Peninfula of Nova Scotia 
having been before reduced, and well garrifoned by 
our troops. vVe then faw the Britifu colours on the 
I,nlls of Louifbourg; and the il1ands of Cape-Breton 
nnd St. J abo, in our poffeffion. We then faw the 
trade of the enemy greatly diftreifed; and her mari­
time power much lefiened: Vve faw the ports of Great 
Britain and her colonies, filled with the merchant­
men of France, and her private {hips of war; while 
~he ports of the enemy were moftly blocked up. 
liVe then faw the armed veifels of France on lake On­

tario, burnt; and no inconfiderable part of her royal 
J.1JVY, tak.en, funk, or otherwife deftroyed. In fine, 
,vt then Jaw the .commerce of the enemy, to appear .. 
ance, almoft fumed; her councils difconcerted, and 
her coffers low: the councils of Great Britain firm 
and fteady; her trade in a flourii11ino- condition' and . b, 
her fleets tnumphant on every fea, where the Britifh. 
fiag made its appearance. 
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IT 'was judged not amifs juft to hint at thefe former 
lucceifes, with which heaven had favoured the Britilh 
arms, before we came to thofe later ones, which fall 
within the period mentioned above; and which are 
now to be fpoken of. On1 y it is to be obferved, that 
as this difcourfe is not deligned for an hiftory) much 
lefuor ajournal, of lieges, voyages, and campaigns; 
fo it muft nut be expected, that I fuould be minutely 
circumftantial; bm only fpeak of the great things 
which God has done for us, in a [llmmary, general 
way; which, it is conceived, is the only one that is 
proper for this place and occafion, 

As things looked with a favourable and promilin~ 
afpect, where he left off above; fo it muft beaclmow­
ledged with all gratitude, that God has not difappoin­
ted the hopes, which thofe fmiles of his providence had 
raifed in us. The war has gone on with great and' 
remarkable fucce[s, on the part of Great Bri[a.in, ever 
fince, as well as for fome time before, our !aft general 
thankfgiving; * which is now almoft a year. God 
has done many conGderable, and fQme great things 
for us, in this time; while Qur loifes and difadvan­
tages have, comparativel y fp,eaking, been few and fmall. 

SINCE the period laft referred to, we have had au­
thentic advices from the Ea{t-Indies, of an advantage 
gained there over the enem y's fleet in an engagement, 
the confeqllence of which was the utter 10fs of feveral 
of their capital ihips. And altho', about the fame 
time, the enemy obtained an advantage by land, in 
thofe parts; yet there is great reafon to hope, that 
by means of the fuccours foon after received there, 
whatever lofs we fuftained is at leaft retrieved, if not 
more than retrieved; whereas that of the enemy 
could not be fo. BUT 

* November 23,' 175 3. 



OJ the great 'Things 

BUT leaving thofe diftant parts, the lituation of our 
affairs in whi-ch, we have lefs certainty of, let us come 
to Europe; and take a curfary view of it there. 

A T the opening of the prefent feafon far the de­
firuc1ive bufinefs of war, the French King thought 
proper to fend a prodigious army into Germany. This, 
in conjunCtion with other troops in thofe parts, was 
defrin'd to ravage his Majefry's Hanoverian domini­
ons; and, in iliort, to conquer, and take poifeffion 
thereof, for his Moft Chriftian Majefty: Who, if he 
tefemble his immediate Predeceifor, of fuch famous 
memory for difturbing and plundering his neighbours, 
c"n no more be fatisfied, either with conquered, or fro­
len provinces and countries, than " he that loveth 
<c filver can be fatisfied with Elver, or he that loveth 
" abundance, with increafe." vVhofe Greatnejs, in its 
nature and rife, was not very difierent from that of 
the grec?t Chaldean Monarch, thus characterized in fa­
cred writ: "He is a proud man, neither keepeth at 
" hOine, who enlargeth his defire as hell, and is as 
" death, and cannot be filtisfied; but gathereth unto 
" him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people.­
" \Vo to him that increafeth that which is not his! 
" How long ?~Becaufe thou haft fpoiled many na­
" tions, all the remnant of the people fhall fpoil thee; 
" bccaufe of men's blood, and for the violence of the 
€, JJ,nd-" * 

BUT not to digrefs : This defign of his Moft Chri­
ftian NIajeftyupon Hanover, had almoft fucceeded, and 
taken efiect: [0 that all the friends to the liberties of 
Europe, who are of courfe enemies to the ambitious 
views of France, frood aghaft, as it were; and trem­
bled for the confeqt)ence of a general battle, which was 
now unavoidable;· the army on which, under God, 

-:;0 Habak. II 5,-8. 
the 
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the falvation of that country depended, being inferior 
in number, at leaft by one half, to the united forces of 
that, which ftood ready to devour her to the very 
heart, having before [carce half gorged itfelf with her 
exterior, and lefs effential parts. In this critical and 
memorable juncture, it pleafed God to infpire Prince 
Ferdinand with fuch wifdom and magnanimity, and 
his comparatively fmall army of Britifh and Hanove­
~ian troops, with fuch invincible bravery and ardor, 
as not only to maintain their ground, but to gain a 
compleat victory. This prodigious army theyentire­
ly routed, not without great flaughter; took their ar­
tillery, magazines, &c. purfued them to the Wefer, 
and into it; where thoufands of them perifhed in the 
waters, as the proud Pharaoh and his hoft perifhed in 
the Red Sea. And altho' there were nothing preter­
natural in this cafe, as in the other; yet it feems, up­
on the whole, to have been a remarkable interpofition 
of providence: So that Prince Ferdinand, who is as 
much renowned for his piety, as for his great military 
virtues, might on this occafion have adopted, with 
great propriety, the fong of Mofes, on that alluded to 
above,-" I will fing untO the Lorp., for he hadl 
triumphed glorioufly; the hor[e and his rider hath he 
thrown into the [ea.--Pharaoh's chariots and his hoil: 
-his chofen captains alfo, are drowned in the Red 
Sea. The depths have covered them; they rank into 
the bottom as a ftonc. Thy right hand, 0 Lord, is 
become glorious in power; thy right hand, 0 Lord, 
hath dafhed in pieces the enemy." There is another 
[acred [0110', which all his Majefty's Hanoverian fub-D . 
jects might, with peculiar propriety adopt, on occafion 
of this memorable deliverance from impending ruin. 
-" If it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, 
now may Hanover fay; if it had not been the Lord 
!Who was on our fide, when men rofe up againft us ; 

B 4- then 
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then they had [wallowed us up quick; when thei~ 
wrath was kindled againft us. Then the waters had 
overwhelmed us-the proud waters had gone over 
our foul. Bleffed be the Lord, who hath not given 
us a prey to their teeth. Our foul is ,efcap:d as a bird 
Out of the L'1are of the fowlers; the fnare IS broken, 
and we are efcaped. Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who made heav'en and eanh." 

BUT to proceed to fome other matters, which 
more immediately concern Great Britain and her de­
pendencies, though not oLlr gracious Sovereign; 
whofe hereditary German dominions may naturally 
and juftly claim a great !hare in his royal care and 
affect-bns: The French have been meditating, or 
at leaft pretending to meditate, a defcent upon the 
if.1and of Britain, with a formidable army; and ~gairi 
to bring the Pretender on the ftage. Yea, their pre­
fumption has talk'd, and vaunted itfelf of a eonqueft 
of thofe kingdoms; fo that they feem, in their bwri 
vain imagination, to have anticipated fo great a tri­
umph. lind if they have not been in earn eft, at leaft . 
their preparations for an invafidn, have been fo vaft 
and expenfive, as might naturally make one believe, 
they were: For it is hardly to be fuppofed, they would 
be at fuch a prodigious expenee of labour and money, 
without any defign to put their threats in execution; 
and fo, in the event, to make themfelves the jeft of 
Europe, which they have fometimes done at a much 
cheaper rate; and might doubtlefs have done fo 
again. But w~atev.er their real intentions might have 
been by thefe tormldable preparations, Great Britain, 
CD her part, has been attentive to guard aaainfl: the 
worft. Proper difpofitions have been made on her 
Own eo~fl:s f~r the reception of the enemy; and 
at the iame· tIme, the POrts of France near the Bri-

tifu 
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tilb channel, have been fo well watch'd and guarded by 
our fuperior fleets, that the enemy, altho' they had had 
a fufficient force, and all things in readinefs to make 
a defcent, have not yet had it in their power to leave 
their own coafts, without almoft the certain ]ofs of 
their whole army and armament, with a great part of 
their navy. Yea, divine providence has fa favour'd 
lis, that one of the Britiih admirals has had it in his 
power to enter one of the enemy's ports, where thefe 
grand preparations were making; and to deftroy a 
part thereof, with [orne of their ftores and magazinCl:s, 
fome of their ibipping, and even a confiderable part 
of the city itfelf, near which they were. t 

ANOTHER of our admirals, or at leaft part of his 
fquadron, not long after, approached fo near their 
principal parr, * where their chief maritime ftrength­
was collected, as to bring off fome of the ihips carry­
ing fupplles to them, even from under the fruitlefs fire 
of their caftles and batteries. 

BUT we hav€! very lately had authentic advices of 
ftill greater importance, refpecting the good fuccefs of 
a third Britilh admiral, the fame who commanded the 
fleet the Iaft Year at the liege of Louilbourg, ftill freih 
in all our memories. For when one of the enemy's 
fquadrons was about joining their principal fleet, and 
in a fair way of effecting it, which might have proved 
of bad confequence to us, this brave and fuccefsful 
admiral, you know, opportunely difcovered, at­
tacked, and beat it; taking and deftroying five or 
fix capital lhips; the remainder, or at leaft the moft 
of them, being obliged to betake themfelves to a 
neutral port; and there reduced, in their extremi­
ty, to implore convoy of a neutral power, to fee 
them fafe back again into their own, II from whence 

their-
t Havre de Grace. * Brett, • Toulon; 
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t'helr- evil genius had tempted them to ~epart. But 
in vain; being fl:i11 blocked up by a fupenor force; fo 
tliat we need not wholly defpair of having further ac~ 
c{}unts of them, which may be agreeable to us. 

r MUST not omit, now I am hinting at fome very 
ihterefting occurrences in Europe, relative to the war, 
to mention the lail: advices, which we hope may be 
depended on, refpecting the victory of his Majefty's 
great Pruffian ally ov~r the Ru~an army, then witl~­
in a few leagues of hiS own capItal, whICh feemed 111 

'imminent danger of falling into the hands of thofe 
Barbarians. If this advice be not premature, as we 
all hope it is not, this is a very important event) not 
()nly to his Pruffian Majeil:y, who has now ftood as 
it were on the brink of a mighty precipice, for feveral 
years together; but alfo to our King, and to Great­
Bri-rain, whofe interefts are at prefent fo clofely con­
lleCted with thofe of that truly great and illuftrious 
Monarch. May angels ftill guard him! or rather He, 
who " maketh his angels fpirits, and his minifters a 
flame of fire:" who giveth falvation unto kings; and 
has hitherto delivered FREDERIC his fervant from the 
hurtful iword ! 

BBT if you pleafe, we wl11 now COIile from Europe 
to America; which is coming ftill nearer to ourfelves. 
But before I fay any thing of the military operations 
on· the· continent, we will caft an eye towards the 
American il1ands. For it is there we ~re to look for, 
a~ tberethat we may find, one of the great things 
which God has lately done for us. The reduction of 
Guadaloupe, with forne of the acljacent iflands, is truly 
fqch; and, in forne feofe the greater, becaufe effected 
byfo [mall a. force, and under fuch feemingly difad­
vanrageous Clrcum~ances.. Th~s is almoft:, and per­
lIapsmay prove QU1tC, an Irretnevable :lnd irreparable 

10fs, 
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lofs, to th+J.t haughty, and all-grafpipg power whic;h hq~ 
incurred it; a 10fs which flie will much longer fee~ 
and mourn, than we did that of the ifiand of Minor~ 
ca, at the beginning of the prefent war, during a lefs 
watchful miniftry than the, prefent. And to' Great": 
Britain, this acguifltion alone, if maintained, will pro­
bably much more than make good all the damage the 
fuftained in the former refpeCt; which, jf I miftak~ 
not, time and experience make. ftilllefs and lefs con.' 
fiderable. ' 

BUT while our thoughts are in that part of the. 
world, where fo valuable and noble an acquifttion. 
has been made, by the bleffing of God on the Britifh 
arms; while our thoughts are engaged in that part of 
the world, I fay, and on fa worthy and joyful an oc­
caftan; what is it that ftill gives a kind of damp to 
my fpirits; or rather, raifes my indignatiqn? While 
a Britifh fleet rides fafely and quietly in port, do I fee: 
an inferior French one failing, in a kind of triumph,. 
from port to POft, from ifland to ifiand, from on~ 
month to another? Do I fee our merchantmen, by 
fcores, or hundreds, taken within hearing of the Britiili, 
c'annon, if they were but difcharged? Do I fee them. 
carried into port, in vaft numbers, even by the ene­
my's privateers, from within a few leagues of our fieet, 
which looks patiently on? Do I hear our enemies. 
faying, with fcorn andinfult, "Where is the boafted: 
" courage of thefe Britons, who vainly pretend to be 
"lords of the ocean?" And do I hear even fome. 
of our friends whifperin& " that all Britith cornman­
" clers have not the fpirit which becomes their charac­
" ter?" - But perh<l.ps all this is but a reverie: If fo,. 
I will trouble you no .longer with my dreams: Bu~. 
even dreams are not always falfe; and if there f{lould, 
happen to be any thing of reality in this., [1.1ch things)' 

will 



bf tbe great Things 

willdoubtlefs be taken proper notice of by thote, who 
want neither the authority, nor thepublic [pirit to do it. 

AND having thus taken a fhort trip, if! may [0 e~~ 
prefs it, to the ~n:erican Wands; and [e~n the~e, a,n 
important acqmotlon lately made by h1s MaJefty s 
troops, under the favour of divine providence; let us 
now crofs over to the continent, in the affairs of which 
we ourfe1ves are moft immediately concerned. And 
being arrived here, we will not now needleOy ramble 
about, backwards and forwards ... But fetting out from 
the fouthermoft fcene of action, (I mean, where any 
thing of great importance has lately been done) which 
h indeed neareft the parts from w hence we laft came, 
ahd proceeding thence to the northward, tho' the dif­
tance is grear, thro' a ,wilclerne[s, and tho' there are 
feveral noble profpeCts in the way to dnain and de­
light us; . even in a wildernefs; yet it will not be 
long before we arrive at the capital city of Canada. 
There our chief bUDnefs lies; There it will, therefore, 
heat Ieaft proper, jf not necdfary, to make a longel­
fray. And tho' it be a cold climate, I flatter myfelf, 
we fhall find fomething to warm and enliven us; or 
~t Ie aft to keep our blood from chilling. 

To begin at the fouthward then: It was not long 
after our laft general thankfgiving, when we had the 
little expeCted, and therefore the more joyful tydino-s, 
that the Britifh troops, even without the trouble of a 
fiege, were in poffeffion of the French fortrefs on the 
forks of the Ohio, ufually called fort du ~ef.ne; but 
now PittJburgh, in honor to that great patriot, that 

"wife, honejt, and magnanimous Briti/h minijter, dur­
ing 'Lvboje nzinijlr)', not only this, but all our other 
fucceJ!es, worth 1J2mtioning·, }incc the preje1Jt war 
commenced, have been obtained. This fortrefs, it 

[eerns, 
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feems, was evacuated by the enemy on the near ap-, 
proach of our army. The acquifition whereof is of 
great importance to our fouthern colonies; not only 
with reference to the favages in thofe parts, who are 
fince, from enemies become friends: but alfo in ref­
peCt of that moft valuable and very extenfive country 
about it; which, in due time, may probably be peo­
pled with Britiih fubjeCts. 

AND there are one or two circumftances betides, 
which may juft be mentioned with relation hereto; 
and which may, perhaps, heighten the joy of fome 
Dn account of this acquifition. One is, that the pre­
fent war with France, had its rife more immediately 
from fome differences refpecting this country On the 
Ohio; here hoftilities began; here it was, that the 
French had the affurance to feize, captivate, and mur­
der, our traders and others, in a time of peace; as al­
fo to fortify on this river. But we h;we now the 
fatisfaction to reflecr, that the law of q.rms (;!t leaft, has 
decided in our favour one conGderable point contro­
verted between the two crowns; and which 'was in­
deed a principal. ground of the prefent war, tho' by 
no means the only one. 

ANOTHER c~n;umftance alluded to above, is, that 
we had received feveral repulfes and defeats from the 
enemy, in endeavouring to regain the poifeffion of 
the country we are fpeaking of; from whence the 
enemy had, in a time of peace, driven the fubjects of 
Great-Britain. The expence of one of the former 
expeditions againft Du Qpefne had been very great, 
through almoft impracticable woods and mountains: 
And at !aft, when the Britifh army had in a Ipanner 
furmounted thefe difficulties, and thought themfelves 
;j.Jmoft fure of fLl~cefs) it was in a fort furprifed, and 

r~c 
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put to the rout, by a lurking enemy which it hardly 
faw; as even the noble and generous Lion, in pailing 
thro' a thicket, may be flung aDd poifon'd to death 
by a vile infidious ferpent undifcovered, which one of 
his paws, or only the flapping of his tail, might have 
deftroyed in an inftant. Thus it was, that a brave 
Engliih general t here received his marta] wound 
from a foe, contemptible every where but in his own 
native woods and [wamps; a general, whofe valor, 
zeal, and indefatigable induftry in the fervice of his 
king and country, cannot be too much commended; 
and whofe untimely fall can hardly be too much la~ 
inented. 

I MUST confers, tho' to fome it may perhaps feem 
a. weaknefs, that thefe circumftances preceeding this 
acquifition, give an heightening to my own joy on 
account of it; tho' it be in itfelffo important in many 
refpeCts, that it could not, even without thefe, fail to 
rejoice every well-wiiher to his Majefty's American 
colonies. 

BUT having ftopped long enough here, confidering 
the time allowed us for our journey; let us now 
haften to the northward, as was propofed. A very 
material acquifition has been made this prefent cam. 
paign, of the fortrefs of Niagara. This was in itfelf 
a ftrong fort, and defended by a numerous garrifon : 
Which is not to be wondered at, confidering the im­
portance of it to the enemy. For being fituated be~ 
tween the two Lakes, Erie and Ontario, it commanded 
the communication between Canada and Louifiana, 
the Miffifipi, &c. And befides it was fo fituated as 
to draw th~ commerce, and with it the affeCtions, of 
,numerous tribes of favages about thofe lakes; as 
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alfo to awe the fix nations, our old friends and allies; 
and even'to ftagger [heir friendfhip; which, as might' 
naturally be fuppofed, ufually follows their inte­
reft, wherever it leads. This important fortrefs is, 
-now in our hands; the very confiderable army that 
had been deftin'd to its relief, and to raife the flege:. 
being repulfed with great fiaughter, and the g'a'lrrifotl' 
made prifoners of war. By which acquifition, the 
wavering nations of the Mohawks, as they are com­
monly called, are fecured in their fidelity and! friend­
fbip; zr.any other tribes of the favages have become' 
our ufefuI. allies, inftead of perfid.ious enemies; the 
French forts and fettlements at Prefque Ii1e and Ve­
nango are abandoned; and, in iliort, the whole ex­
tent of country-between Lake Ontario andPittfburgh, 
is left without a perfon who dares to own himfelfour 
enemy, unlefs we look far to the weftward. It may 
be added, that by this acquifition, if maintained, even 
tho" Canada had remained intire in the poifeffion ofi 
the enemy, would have been effectually cut off; aU 
intercpurfe of any confequence between Canada, De­
troit, and all the French fons and fettlements to the 
fouthward of Lake Erie. So that the enemy om that: 
fide, could haye maintained their ground only on the 
Miffifipi, and fome of its remote branches; where, by 
reafon of the diftance from us, and. the difficultly of 
tb.e navigation, they CQuid neither give us much dif­
turbance, nor gain much advantage to themfelves. 
And this acquifition, fo important in its nature, it is 
t9 be remembered, was made with, the 10fs of a very 
fmall number of our troops; tho' not without the 
10fs of a brave and excellent general; * not indeed, 
killed by the enemy; but in vulgar phrafe, by an· ac­
cident ; yet [uch an accident as is. diretted by the; 
providence of God. For, if a [parrow does not fall,to 
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the ground without our Father, much lefs fuch a 
worthy commander; of more va}ue, not only than 
many fparrows, but than many general officers of 
an higher rank. 

FROM the laft mentioned fortrefs to the capital 
whither we are bound, the neareft and direCteft courfe 
is acrofs Ontario to Frontinac, and fa down the river 
Cataraqui to La Galette, &c. However, as we have 
not heard of any thing lately done there, to invite us 
that way, we will take another route; which tho~ 
longer, will be much more agreeable to us, 

LE T us therefore proceed from Niagra to Lake 
George; a confiderable diftance, and moftly through a 
wildernefs; but where we may now travel with fafety, 
tho' unarmed; there being no enemy here to do us 
any harm. We fee the country all our own, to the 
latter of thefe lakes: At the fouthem part of which, 
a year or two fince, the enerr,), ~nder general Mont­
calm, made themfelves maftel':) of one of our forts; 
and, after the capitulation, and furrender thereof, in­
humanly ftripped, butchered and fcalped the troops, 
to whom they had folemnly plighted their faith. At 
which time the city of Albany idelf trembled for fear; 
and fame there were, who hardly thought themfelves 
fecure, even in this metropolis. How different, how 
much more pleafing a fcene, is now prefented to aUF 

view, if we caft our eyes on that quarter? efpecially 
if we extend our view to th<3 nonhern part of the laft 
mention~d lake? 

. WE there fee the main body of the enemy who, 
It feems, the laft year were fo powerful at Ticon­
deroga, as to repulfe and rout a larae army of 15 
9t .16,000 men) not without confiderable Dauah-. . .,. b 

ter, 
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ter; I fay we there fee the main body of the enemy, 
now retiring precipitately before the conqueror of 
Louifbourg; even without daring to wait the near 
approach of his army. Doubtlefs the name of Am­
herft, tho' with a lefs numerous army than that which 
the enemy had fa la~ely defeated at the fame place~ 
taught them a fudden fear, and feafonably fuggefted 
to them, that their only fafety was in flight. This 
almoft impregnable fortrefs is now in our hands, and· 
all the country round Lake George; fa that between 
that and us, no enemy prefumes to fet his foot. 
The value of this acquifition, fa important in itfelf, is 
in fame meafure inhanced by reflecting on the expen­
five, tho' fruitlefs attempts, heretofore made to ob­
tain it; by reflecting on the 10fs of fa many brave 
men at that place; and above all, by reflecting on 
the untimely fall of one of our general officers there~ 
the laft year. The memory of Lord Howe will 
long be refpeCl:ed and honoured by every Britifh fub­
ject, who has any efteem for valor, military ikill, 
pub lick [pirit, aCl:ivity, and unwearied application. 
His untimely fall, as it were in the firft bloom of 
manly age, would even now demand a tear, were not 
this a day of rejoicing. 

BUT let us follow our wife and excellent general at 
the wefrward, from Lake George to Lake Cham­
plain. We th.ere a.lfo fer the eneI?Y flying ~efore 
him; and leavmO' hIm to take a qUIet, and umnter­
rupted poffeffion ~f fort ~rederic~ ufually called Cro~n 
Point. A fortrefs WhICh, tho not very fhong In 

itfelf, has long been a grievous eye-fore to thefe nor­
·thern Britifh colonies, and to our allies of the fix 
nations, and that very juftly ; fince, by its fituation, it 
enabled the enemy at any time fuddenly to annoy our 
frontier fettlemems, and afforded them a place of 
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quick and fafe retreat; and where they cou]? alw~ys 
fupply their good brethren, our ravage enelmes,. wlth 
proviflOns, cloathing, and warlrke {tores. TIm for.;. 
trefs we now tee in our hands; or rather, a far better 
and fl:ronger one, lately built there under the direction 
of aeneral Amherft. In {hort, we fee the whole coun-o . 
try thereabouts 111 our poifeffion, and fecured to us ; 
a communication opened between this lake and our 
weftern frontiers; and fetders invited to come, and 
take up their habitation where, till very lately, it was 
not fafe for us to fet our feet. This we owe to general 
Amherfl:, under providence: vVho, according to our 
lateft advices, was proceeded ftill farther northward; 
where we cannot at prefent follow him; but may fafely 
rely on his prudence and magnanimity, under that di~ 
vine direCtion which has tht1s far attended him; and 
humbly hope, he will take no fl:ep but what wifdom 
tha1l diCtate, and providence {ucceed. 

/ 

So MErna y pomo1 y think it fl:range, that the laft 
.mentioned general has made no quicker advances 
after a flying enemy; but given them time to fortify 

- themfeIves towards the northern end of the lake. 
But it may bc u,ken for granted, that he is a tho­
rough mailer of his profellion; that he wants not zeal 
in his M<ljefry's iervice; and that he has fufficient rea­
ions for this pZtrt of his conduct. Can any of u~ 
prefume to i:,_y, it was even practicable for him to 
make more hall-e, without being in hazard of mak­
ing the w0I'1e fpeed? Or do we know that this de­
by was not choJen and preferred, upon the foundeft 
~laxims of v~iiljom , and .good policy? I am very far 
trom prefummg to be a Judge of thefe matters; and 
much farther from pretending to penetrate the parti­
cular views and defigns of [0 fecret and confummate 
a commander. But might not this. delay, fuppofing 

it 
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it not unavoidable, pollibly have been chofen on the 
following account,-That had the general preffed the 
enemy in their retreat before him, he would, in a fort, 
have compelled them to go to the capital City, to add 
great numbers and ftrength to the great army already 
there; and hereby, perhaps, have given an opportu­
nity, and enabled them, to defeat and overthrow the 
little Britifh army beueging it; before it would have' 
been pollible for him to join it, which would have 
fruftrated the grand deugn. For it would, on ac­
count of the narrows, or land-carriage in the way, 
have been feemingly impollible for this weftern army 
to get to the capital, till fome weeks after the flying 
enemy. But all this is only conjecture. 

AND I am now, almoft before I was aware of it, 
tho' perhaps after too long a delay, got to the chief 
fcene of action; where our moft ugnal fuccefs has 
been; and where you will allow me to tarry a little 
longer than at either of the former places. I am even 
fuil almoft "as one that dreameth," when I think 
,of the furrender of the capital of Canada, which is in 
effect the reduction of the whole country. For it is 
morally, if nor naturally impollible, that the enemy, 
having 10ft this city, which is now in our poffeffion. 
fhould hold out half another campaign, againft a force 
much inferior to that, which his Majeuy has already 
in North - America. Yea, it is almoft certain, that 
after taking the capital, laying wafte the country, 
burning fo many of the houfes, taking or deftroying 
fo great a part of theft-ack, frores and magazines; 
it is almoft certain, I fay, after this, that a great part 
of the enemy, who pretend frill to frand out, muft 
either come in, and fubmit to the generous terms of­
fered them, or elfe, before another fpring, perifh by 
hunger and cold, with their unhappy wives and 
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children; which God forbid! But not to anticipate 
thofe obfervations and reflections, for which we ihall 
find a fitter place hereafter; let us now take a nearer, 
and more attentive view of this truly great and me­
morable thing, which God has fa lately done for us, 
in delivering the capital city of Canada into our hands; 
with fome of the mofl: material circumfl:ances rela­
tive thereto. 

GOD has remarkably fmiPd upon this great ente~­
prize from the very firit, till we fee it brought to. thIS 
happy conclufion: From the very firfl:, I fay; unlefs 
we ihould make an exception as to the enemy's get­
ting up the river with a coniiderable fleet of provifion 
and ftore-fhips, under convoy, while a fquadron of Bri­
tifh men of war, deftin'd to prevent any fuch relief aQd 
fuccours getting in, lay in port; fame fay, from necef­
frty. But however that might be, it is not improbable, 
that if this fleet had actually been intercepted, the re­
duction of Quebec might have been effected much· 
eauer and iooner than it was; and the whole country, 
before this time, brought to a fubmiffion. But not to 
dwell upon any circumftance which was lefs in our 
favour than we could have wifhed; let us proceed to 
fome others, which were more fa than we could have 
·reafonably expefted. 

THE navigation of St. Lawrence's river has always, 
ever fince Sir Hovenden Walker's fruitlefs attempt, 
wherein feveral ihips were 10ft, been reprefented to 
us by friends and enemies, as being extreamly difficult 
and hazardous. However, thro' the favour of Him, 
whom winds and feasobey, our very great fleet of 
me.n o,f war, of provifion,. tranfport and frore.;.Chips, 
~rnve? fare at Orleans, a lIttle below Q:.lebec, meet­
mg wIth httle or no difafterin the whole voyage. This 

IS 
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is very remarkable; a thing a]moft unexampled in fo 
long a voyage, and with fo large a fleet, even where 
the navigation is, on all hands, allowed to be far le[s 
difficult and dangerous, than that of this river. 

I T was another favourable circumftance, that in the 
very heart of the enemy's country, our little army 
ihou]d land, with all their provifions, artillery and 
frores, and take poifeffion of the ground, almoft with­
out the lofs of a man; efpecially confidering the lurking~ 
infidious, and guileful genius of the enemies they had 
to deal with, and who were perfectly acquainted with all 
the country, fo that it might have been expected they 
would have made fome confiderable advantages hereof. 

A THIRD circumftance not unworthy of notice 
"here, is, that after our fleet then at anchor, had been 
put into fome diforder by a florm, and, if my memory , 
does not fail me, before the ftorm was quite over, the 
enemy attentive to every incident in their favour,chofe 
this opportunity to fend down with a rapid tide, and 
full gale, a number of large firefhips, and rafts on fire; 
hoping, not without fome probability, by this means 
to deft roy a conliderable part of the Britifh fleet. But 
under the favour of Providence, by the wife precau­
tion of the Britifh admiral, and the addrefs, the fingu-
1ar alertnefs and dexterity of the Britifh feamen, this 
threatning mifchief was intire1y warded off; and foon 
became only the fubject of their merriment. 

I T is further to be thankfully acknowledged, that 
our great fleet, and little army, have all along been 
favour'd with remarkable health; but a very [mall 
proportion of them having died by ficknefs, or even 
been lick at all. Whereas had ficknefs prevailed a­
mong our troops, even in a degree not uncommon in 
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camps, it would have reduced t?at fmall armx. to fuch 
an handful of men, as rnut!: In all probablbty have 
occafioned the breaking up of the liege. 

AND here I cannot but mention another thing, 
which, tho' it may feem at Ert!: view quite remote 
from the point in. hand, has yet a c10ie connection 
with it. There was probably never known among 
us fa fi-uitful a [ea[on as that lail: pat!:. God has caufed 
the earth to yield her increafe in very great abun­
dance; whereby our fleet and army have had a con­
fbmt fupply of freih provifions, vegetables, &c. To 
which it is in part doubtlefs owing, thro'the bleffing 
of God, that our fleet' and army have enjoyed fo 
much health. 

BUT to proceed to fome other things. Our par­
ties that were rent out from time to time to harra[s 
tl:e enemy, and lay waite the country, after the terms 
offered by the general were rejected, had [0 much [uc­
(efs therein; and the city irfelf had been fa far ruined 
by a long, conftant and revere bombardment, that 
neither of them could, in many years, have retrieved 
theft damages and 10iTes, even tho' the liege had been 
raifed before the actual reduecion of the city. 

I H.f._ YE mere than once called this a fiege; tho' 
by the way, what was done hardly amounted to [0-
much as is ufually underil:ood by a qlockade. But 
call it w hat you plea[e, it is a wonder that it was not 
broken up, without effecting the main point: The 
enemy having encamped, and ftrongly entrenched 
then~feJves, in thrice the number of our [mall army; 
and In fa advantageous a place, that it would proba­
bly h<tv~ reqUired even thrice their own great num­
bers to force their lines. And after one unfuccefsful 
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attempt to th~send; when fa much of the feafon was 
gone; the feeming impraCticability of approaching 
the enemy where they were, and the improbability ~hat 
they would ever give up this advantage, or be brought 
to hazard a general battle on equal ground, . not­
withftanding their fuperior numbers; after all this~ 
I fay, 'tis probable there are but few generals, who 
would not have utterly defpair'd of fucceeding, given 
up the point, and left the enemy to retrieve, as well 
as they could, the great damages they had already 
fuftained. 

BUT it feems the Britifu general was one of thofe 
rare military geniufes, which, like the Phcenix, appear 
but once an age, except perhaps in Great-Britain. He 
was one of thofe, whofe courage nothing could abate ; 
whofe ardor, regulated by prudence, nothing could 
damp; whofe refolution no"difficulties, however great, 
could ihake or alter, fo long as a poffibility remained 
of carrying his defign into execution; and in fine, 
one of thofe, whofe wifdom and addrefs at a critical 
j.unCture, were not inferior to his other great military 
accompliihments. Thefe great qualities, with which 
heaven had endow'd him, and to which heaven feldom 
fai,ls of giving fuccefs, were now all called forth, and 
difplayed at once, in drawing the numerous enemy 
from their inacceffible entrenchments, to a general 
battJe, which he had long defited. 

BEHQLD him there, with his little body of Britifh 
troops, himfe1f the head to direCt, and the foul to ani­
mate the whole, if fuch troops needed. animation; 
th.e force of Canada moving towards him with flow 
and folemn fieps, under a try'd, experienced and ap­
prov'd commander !-Unhappy Montcalm! courage-

. aus at leafi, if not prudent at this time! What is it 
C -+ that 
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that in an unpropitious hour, tempts thee thus to 
forego tho[e advantages, which could not, perhaps, 
have been forced from thee? What is it that in­
duces thee to put the capital of Canada, and, with it, 
the whole country, upon fa defperate a rifque as the 
event of the enfuing battle? Perhaps thou relieft on 
thy fuperior numbers. But daft thou not know 
both Britifh troops and French ones better, than to 
think the latter can ftand before the former on even 
ground, tho' the difproportion of numbers be fa great? 
Is there not fomething elfe of more confequence than 
numbers, when things are brought to fueh a crius as 
the prefent? Doft thou not know, that God has given 
men different nerves, unews, arms and hearts? Doft 
thou not know, that thofe who fight for a Tyrant, 
will not fight like free-born Britons? Perhaps thou 
thinketh thyfelf again a Ticonderoga---But daft thou 
not fee, who it is at the head of that little veteran 
army, by his prefence infufing courage enough into 
each breaft, to ,make every man a hero? Or, perhaps, 
thou thinkeft thy relick;, thy croifes, and thy faints, 
either St. Peter, or thy great Lady, whom thou pro­
fanely ftileft " The mother God," will now befriend, 
and make thee vit!:orious. But remember, that little 
hoft now in array againft thee, worfhip the God that 
made the heavens, earth, and [eas, with all that they 
contain; the Lord of hafts is his name! His is the 
glory and the viCtory; and know, that the event of 
this battle !hall be accordingly! Crofs thyfelf fpeedily, 
if thou thinkeft it will b.e of any advantage to thee! 
Mercy to thy foul, notwlththnfting violated faith at 
Lake George, once St., Sacrament! But alas! be af­
fured, that yonder gloomy wood on thy right, afforCls 
not laurels, but cypre[s for thy brows! 

BUT 
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BUT remonftrances prevail nothing. Behold! now 
the charge begins! Behold, now the enemy faIl, they 
fly! Behold the horrid rout, the purfuit, the field 
covered with the t1ain! Behold, now the enemy re­
gain their untimeIy-forfaken trenches! See, now they 
are fi:ormed, and turned into canals running with a 
purple tide, till choaked with the dead and dying, fal­
len promifcuoufiy on one another! Behold, there falJs 
their valiant Leader! Behold now, the gates or ports 
of the capital open to receive the vanquifhed and fly­
ing; but haftily ihut again, left th~ victorious ihould 
-enter with them, or before them !-In fine 1 behold 
this place~ renowned for its ftrength, the power and 
pride of the enemy, againft which fa many fruitlefs 
attempts had been made, now furrender'd to his Bri­
tannic Majefty, whofe colours, yonder, wave over the 
devoted city! 

This, my brethren, is the Lord's doing; a great 
thing which he has performed for us, for our country 
and nation, whereof we are glad; and it may juftlv 
be wonderful in our eyes! That fo fmall a force ihould 
obtain fa great, compleat, and important a conqueft, 
as it were in a moment, with fa little 10fs of numbers on 
its own fide, and fo great a one on that of the enemy! 
Since the furrender ofQEebec, we may, without much 
prefumption, look on Canada as a conquered country. 
For, as was obferved above, according to the ordinary 
courfe of things, jf we keep poifeffion of this capital, 
to prevent which we know of nothing at prefent, 
the inhabitants mull foon be obliged to fubmit to 
terms, or elfe do what will be far worfe for them­
[elves, tho' not for us perhaps, the matter being con­
fldered only in a political light. Scarce any thing 
iliort of a miracle, can prevent the alternative from 
taking place. But we ihall have occafion to fay fome-

thing 
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thing more particularly upon this point in the after­
noon, when we come to confider the importance of 
this acquifition; and how much reafon we have to be 
glad and rejoice, on account of the great things which 
God has done for us, efpecially ih the fignal victory we 
have been fpeaking of, and the furrender of ~ebec 
in confequence of it. 

I T may be added here, that as things have turned 
out, through the good providence of God, a]moft 
the only unfavourable circumftance, worthy of a par­
ticular mention here, relative to this great and prof­
perous enterprize, and which was taken notice 
of above, is productive of another, different one, 
which in a great meafure, if not entirely, counter­
balances it. For that fleet, with her convoy, which 
arrived at ~ebec fa opportunely for the enemy, is 
indifputablyand wholly 100: to France; and, not im­
probably, before this time in our own poffeffion. 
Which is a thing of no trivial confideration in itfelf, 
tho' it may feern fuch in comparifon of the reduc­
tion of this capital. 

AND thus I have, as fully and particularly as was 
convenient, or at leaft, as the time would allow, re­
minded you of the great things, which the Lord hath 
lately done for us. The other parts of my defign, as 
e::cp.reifed in ,the beginning of this difcourfe, will, by 
dlVl11e permlffion and affiftance, be profecllted is the 
afternoon. 

. . IN the me~n time, let us be glad in the Lord, and re­
JOIce greatly III the God of our falvation. Tho' he feem­
. e:l., more than once, to have " caft us off, and did not 
go out with aliI' armies," w hen the reduction of t.his 
fame capital and country was meditated and attempted; 

he 
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he has now returned to us in mercy. He has at length 
led us fuccefsfully into this American Edom, and 
" brought us into the {hong city." He has at length, 
in a great meafure, " given us help from· troublt; 
" when the help of man was vain: Thro' him we 
,~ have now done valiantly; for he it is that hath· 
" tread down our enemies." t Some of you may 
poffibly remember, it was on this pa:lfage of fcripture 
that I difcourfed the laft day of general prayer and 
fafting amongft us, II which was to implore the gui­
dance of heaven in, and a bleffing upon, our mi­
litary defigns and undertakings this prefent year, par­
ticularly againfi: our Canadian enemies. And I now 
moft hf'artily congratulate you, my brethren, and bIers 
the great, the everlafting God, who" doeth his will 
in the armies of heaven, and amongfi: the inhabitants 
of the earth," before whom" all nations are as the 
fmall duft of the ballance," that he has not rejected the 
common, united prayer of his people, nor fruftrated the 
ftrong hopes which were expreffed at that time, that we 
fhould " fee our defire on our enemies;" on thefe our 
ancient, cruel and perfidious enernies, who have fo long 
dealt moft treacheroufly and unrighteoufly with us, 
and who meditated ftill greater mifchief againft us ; 
even our utter extirpation and ruin! By which conduct 
in times pan, they muft doubtlefs have highly pro­
voked righteous heaven againft them. "Many a time 
" have they afflicted us from our youth: Many a. 
" ~ime have they afflicted us from our youth; yet 
" they have not prevailed againft us. For the Lord 
" is righteous."---" The Lord is in his holy temple; 
" the Lord's throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, 
" his eyelids try the children of men." He who 
from heaven his dwelling-place has feen our affiiCtions, 
and many fufferings, has from thence alfo heard our 
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prayers, and rent deliverance to his fervants that hoped 
1fl his mercy. Our cries, and the cry of fo much 
btood, unrighteoufiy and inhumanly ilied; the blood 
of helplefs women, tender children, and infants at the 
breaft ;---There cries have doubtlefs been loud enough 
to be heard from ths depths of earth to the high eft: 
heaven, where they have entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabbaoth; and have, through " the blood of 
the covenant," had their effect: For " the Lord 
trieth the righteous; BUT THE WICKED, AND 
HIM THAT LOVETH VIOLENCE HIS SOUL 
HATETH !" 

The End of the firft Difcourfe. 

r:tT H E apol1:rophe beginning page 27. where Gen Jlrlo1d-
ralm is brought upon the l1:age •. was form'd upon the 

conception which the author then had, of the fituation of the two 
armies and what happen'd on that memorable day: Eut whether 
drat conception were ihiaIy jul1: or not, he cannot fay, reports 
havitng been fo various. If any apology is needed on acconnt of 
what ,elates w Gener<il Montcalm at the clofe of this apoftro­
phe. he obferves, That tho' the dead are not to h.e inhumanly 
inCurted; yet as it is hardly fuppofeable that the perfidious and 
:horrid maJfacre of our troops at Fort William Henry, could have 
happened without the contEivance of the French Geno::ral, or that 
he coald not have prevented it, (which is not the firft inftance 
of their cruel perfidy) it was thought fuch an hint as that tragi­
cal lIff'air, was no ways improper: At leaft, that it could not 
be jullly looked. upon as proceeding from inhumanity, as it is 
guarded: EfpeClally flnce that unhappy General is there confi­
(]ered, not as bei.ng dead but ftillliving, and on the point of 
joining battle with the Britifh troops. 

DISCOURS.E 



DISCOURSE II. 

What great Caufe we have for 
Gladnefs and Rejoicing. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

P SAL M CXXVI. Verfe 3d. 

9:' H E LOR D hath done great CJ"'Ungs for us, 
whereof we are glad. ' 

I N the morning you were reminded of the great 
things which God hath lately done for us, for 
our land and nation; particularly in the reduc­

tion or furrender of the Capital of Canada; which is 
the principal occaGon of this day's folemnity. How­
ever, it was thought not improper to corrie to a confi­
deration of this, by an induction of fame other of our 
late military fucceffes which preceeded it. According-

. Iy we extended our views, on this great and joyful oc­
caGan, to the principal fucceff'es with which God has 
favoured us on this continent, fince the time of our 
laft public and general thankfgiving; to thofe at the 
lakes George and Chaplain; at Niagara and Du 
~efne, now Pittfburgh. We alfo caft an eye towards 
the Weft-India ifiands; the coafts of Portugul and 
France; towards Hanover and the Pruman dominions; 
.nor did even the Eafl:- Indies altogetherefcape our notice. 
In all thefe parts, it has pleafed God to give [orne 

f~ccef~ 
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fuccefi to the arms of our King, or thofe of his allies; 
and in feveral of them, very great and remarkable 
fuccefs. But that, in the reduCtion of QEebec, confi­
dered in itfelf, in its probable confequentes, and its 
vaft importance to ourfelves, is fo great that it may, 
with refpeCt to us, naturally befuppofed to diminifh from 
the greatnefs, and ecJipfe the luftre of the reft. And be­
fides, as this was the chief and more particular occa­
fion of our aifembling together this day in the houfe 
of praife, it was, on that account, proper to dwell 
longer upon it, than upon any of the others. 

SaM E remarks were of courfe dropped in the pre­
ceeding difcour[e, on the importance of thefe feveral 
fucceifes, and the grounds we have for gladnefs and 
rejoicing on ao:ount of them. But thefe were only 
tranfiem hints: and liS a fuller reprefentation of the 
importance of thefe fuccefi'es maybe ufdul to us, and 
a means of increafing our gratitude to almighty God, 
who has done fuch great things for us; I now pro­
ceed, as was propofed, 

II. MORE particularly to £how the propriety of our 
being glad and rejoicing at this time, and what great 
reafon we have for it; particularly in refpeB: of that 
important event, which is the more immediate occafion 
of this folemnity. And indeed my difcourfe this after­
noon, will be in a manner confined hereto, and to fueh 
refleCtions as naturally arife from it; for I fball hardly, 
if at all, mention any of our other late military fuc­
ceiTes, however confiderable in themfelves. This, it 
is conceived, is. an event, not only great in itfelf, but 
big with many happy confequences ; in iliort, an event 
of the moil interefting nature to us, to Great Britain, 
and all her dependencies; as will prefently be at­
tempted to be !hown. 

TaE 
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THE rea[onabIene[s and propriety in aeneral, of 
rejoicing on fuch-like occafions as the prefe~t; for vic­
tories over, or fuccefs againft our enemies, when God 
is pleafed to grant it, are fo obvious in themfelves, 
fo plainly fuppofed in the holy fcriptures, and it may 
be added, this is fo frequently enjoined therein as a 
duty; yea, this is what we are fo naturally difpofed 
to do, that there will not be the leaft need of labouring 
this point. However, it may juft be obferved here, 
that it was on occafion of the Ifraelites being delivered 
out of the Hands of their oppreifors and enemies, that 
the Pfalm of which the text is a part, was compofed. 
For it begins thus: "When the Lord turned again 
the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dreamed: 
then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with jinging." This, and fome of the happy circum­
frances attending, or happy confequences flowing from 
it, were plainly the "great things" to which the 
text refers; and on account of which, the church of 

. God that was of old is introduced, expreiling her 
gratitude andjoy, faying, "The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad." Nor, indeed, can 
we ever have any caufe for gratitude, on thefe, or other 

. occafions, any further than we have caufe for joy and' 
o-ladnefs. For gratitude or thankfgiving is due to al­
~ighty God, only for the favours and mercies which 
he vouchfafes to beftow upon us; all which are, in 
their own nature, a proper Ground of g]adne[s and 
rejoicing to us. And our gratitude ought always .to 
ari[e in proportion to the greatnefs of thefe merCles 
and -favours; or to th~ real occafion which we have 
to rejoice and be glad. 

To reprefent to you, what great caufe we have to 
rejoice on the prefent occafion, is therefore in other 
words, or in effeCt, only to reprefent to you what great 

-. reafon 



32 What gnat Cazife we haw 

reafon we have to be thankful to almighty God, 
which is what I have in view. !tis further to be 
obferved here, that as the favours we are confidering, 
are primarily and chiefly of a national, fecular and 
political nature, relating more immediately to Ollr 
common temporal profperity, tho' remotely to our 
religious liberties, and fpiritual good; fo it will be 
proper, and even neceffary, if I fpeak particularly of 
them at all, to confider them, at leaft primarily, in a 
national, fecular and political light : For, how things 
of this nature can pollibly be confidered with propriety 
in any other, I muft confefs myfelf not able to fee. 
And this muf!: be my apology, it is hoped a fufficient 
one, if on the prefent occafion I !hould verge a little 
nearer to what is commonly called politics, than is or­
dinarily convenient or fuitable for the pulpit. Tho' 
in reality, I !hall not difcourfe on politics, unlefs all 
kind of difcourfe relating to fecular affairs, and the 
temporal profperity of nations, may properly be called 
politics alfo. And altho' I do not think it my pro­
vince, were I capable of it, to enter deep into matters 
of this nature, which is far from my defign; yet it is 
humbly conceived, I {hall not tranfgrefs by offering 
fame confiderations in order to {how, what great reafoD 
we have for rejoicing at this time; efpecially on account 
of that acquifition, which is the principal occafion of 
. our rejoicing. In order whereto, it will be neceffary 
to illuftrate the importance of that acquifition itfelf, 
to us, to thefe Briti{h colonies and provinces in general, 
and to Great-Britain. This is therefore what will 
now be attemped, without any further apology. 

AND to this end1 the following things may be 
obferved, viz. 
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T~ A T t?e ene,my, having loft the capital of Canada, 
have It not III theIr power to recover the poffeffion of it : 

TH A T if it remains in our pofreffion, all Canada 
muft of courfe be fubjected in time, eVen tho' we 
lhould act only upon the defenfive : . 

THA T as things are now circumftanced, we have it 
in our power to aCl: offenfively in fuch a manner, that: 
the whole country may and muft, be reduced in a ' 
very little while; • 

THA T the ReduCtion of this country, will be the 
,bringing all our favage enemies into a friendly alliance 
with us: 

AND then, fince it may poffibly be demanded by 
fome, What benefits will from hence refult to us, tak­
jng thefe things for granted, this demand will be ao­
fwered by a particular, tho' brief induction of fame 
great advantages accruing from hence, both to Great­
Britain and her American colonies, whofe interefts. 
are indeed. in(eparably connected, as both the and 
they are, of late, more than ever convinced. 

THESE are the things which arepropofed under this 
head. Only it is here premifed once for all, to pre­
vent frequent and needlefs repetitions, that when it is 
faid, fuch or fuch a thing may, will, or muft be done~ 
or come to pafs; and that another will not', or cannot, 
both muft be underftood, as they are intended, with aU 
due fubmiffion to the over-ruling providence of God, 
'and with proper allowances for extraordinary occurrenrs. 
There is doubtlefs a certain eftablifhed order of things, 
or fucceffion of events, which tho' it may be, and fome~ 
,times is, broken in upon, is yet a good foundation for 

D' us 
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us to proceed upon in our reafoning as to things of 
this nature. And otherwife, indeed, all reafoning about 
them would be mere childiih impertinence. But frill 
there is no abfolute certainty in any of our condufions 
refpeEting them, iince they have fome contingencies for 
their bafes; contingencies with refpeCt to us, but which 
are yet both foreknown and ordered by the fupreme Go­
vernor of the univerfe, ~o whom therefore we fhould 

. always look, in an humble fenfe of both their, and 
our, abfolute dependence upon him. Havingpremifed 
thefe things once for all, and frill keeping them in 
mind; I now return to the firfr of the propofitions laid 
down above; viz. 

TH AT having loft the capital of Canada, the enemy 
have it not in their power to regain the poffeffion of it. 
To be fure, the;y have no Force now in. America 
capable of doing this. Their principal and grand army 
has been beaten, routed, and cut to pieces: their chief 

/ military officers killed and made prifoners; and the 
. poor remains of their regular troops, which were in 
that tnemorable battle, rent to Great-Britain. If their 
principal 'force united under fo experienced and capa­
ble a commander, with other good officers, was nor 
able to defend their capital, what can be expected, 
or what need be apprehended from them now, broken 
and difconcened, without a fufficient number of good 
officers, without fpirir, and perhaps without [ufficiency 
of provifions and military ftores ? 

IF this capital is regained, it l11ufi: therefore be by 
ineans of large {tlCeoms from old France; or rather 
~y an army welliilpplied and appointed, fent from 
thence into Canada, to join the forces already there. 
Bu.t ~hjs is, humanly fpeaking, impoffible. The miffi­
Dpl IS at too great a difi:anee, and the navigation of it 

fuch, 
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[uch, that no confiderable fuccours can come that way. 
Befides, we are in poffeffion of Niagara, the only 
way of communication; which fortrefs might, were 
there occafion, be reinforced almoft with what num­
bers we pleafe. Neither is it to be fuppofed that an 
army, or any confiderable fuccours, can come to Ca­
nada by the river St. Lawrence, of which we have 
now the command. The Britiih navy is fo fuperior' 
that the ports of France, where any preparations ihould 
be made for this purpofe, might be blocked up. Or 
if a fleet fhould happen to fteal out in the fpring, a. 
fuperior one might be immediately difpatched after it~ . 
fo as to prevent its effecting any thing; and proba­
bly take or deftroy it. Or a ftrong Britiih [quadron, 
were that judged needful, or advifeable, might be kept 
conftantly in the river, during the feafon for navigating 
it. All which things being confidered, we need be 
under no apprehenfions, but that we ihall be able to 
tnaintaiQ. that<acquifttion, which has been lately made 
with· fo much honor to the Britiih arms. And we 
~ill now ve'nture to advance one ftep farther. For, 
as was obfervedabove, 

IF this Capital remains in our poJi'effion, all Canada 
rouft of cOUffe be fubjeCl:ed in time, even tho'. we 
ihould, here act only a defenfive part. Some may, 
perhaps, think this a pretty extraordinary and fanguine 
pofltion. It admits, however, of a very; ~ort and eafy 
proof. For many European COmmOdItieS a~e, from 
ufe and babit, become neceffary to the CanadIans; fo 
that they neither will, nor can, liv:e long without them' • 
. With thefe they cannot be fupph~d from old ~ranc~, 
as affairs are now circumftanced, either by the Mlffifipl, 
or St. Lawrence, or any other way. Theircommu­

. nication with France is now effeCtually cut off, unlefs 
perhaps it be for letters of condolence, which can pei~ 

D z ther 
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ther do us any harm, nor themfelves much good. So 
that if the war iliould continue, they will be obliged 
to come to us for thefe neceffaries; arid to take them 
of us, if at all, on our own terms: Which would, in 
effeCt, be fubjecring themfelves and their couritry to 
the Britifh government. At leaft, this is what they 
might be compelled to do, iliould thofe above us think 
it proper. Al\d thefe remarks, tho' made with particu­
lar reference to the Canadians properly fo called, are 
equally applicable to all the French inhabitants on this 
continentaboutthelakes, and to thefouthward of them, 
till you come near the Miffifipi, or fome of its branch­
es that are very remote from us; QEebec, and the 
river St. Lawrence, now in our poffeffion, being the 
way in which they ufe, chiefly at leaft, to be fupplied 
with thofe necefiaries; for which, if they continue in 
the country, they 'will be forced in time to come to 
lIS; even tho' we iliould ac.'l: only on the defenfive 
with refpeCt to them. However, there is no need 
of going on this latter fuppofition: For, in the next 
place, as was obferved above, 

As things are now circumftanced, we have it in Ollr 

powerto act offenfively againft them in fuch a manner, 
that the whole country may, and muftbe reduced in a 
very little time. They can receive no confiderable fuc­
cours or fupplies from Old France, for the reafons 
mentioned above. They have no cities, forts, or pla­
ces of defence, capable of making refiftance, or holding 
om a £lege, even a iliort one. The country lies open 
to us; or rather, we have one army at Ie aft already in 
.the heart of it. His Majefty has a large number of 
brave and try'd troops now in America; [0 many, that 
all the forces the enemy can collect, probably would 
not dare to meet one half of them in the field: That 
method they have already try'd to their coft! And tho' 
the country iliould not fubmit, or be intirely fubjeCteq, 

this 
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this fall, which is not indeed to be expected, conlider­
ing how far the feafon is already elapfed; yet what 
iliould prevent a total conqueft, even very early 
another feafon; when the enemy mtlft be ftill in all 
probability, more _weakened, diftreffed, and difpirited~ 
th~n they are at pre~ent? Excepting [uch things a~ are 
q~lte outo.f the ~rdInary courfe, nothing can prevent 
this. Which beIng confidered, the reduction of ~e­
bee is, in effeCt, the reduction of all Canada, from 
Hudfon's Bay iouthward and weftward to the great 
1akes: And not only [0, but of all the territory which 
the French poifefs to the fouthward Hill of thofe 
1akes till, as was faid before, you come near the 
Miffi.fipi, or fame of thofe branches of it, which are at 
a very great diftance fi-om us. 

OUR, next pofition was, that the reduction of this 
country, will be the bringing all our Indian enemies 
into a friendly alliance with us. For ~ebec and Ca­
nada being in our poifeffion, they cannot be fupplied 

" fi-om thence as heretofore, with arms, ammunition, and 
o~her things, which long ufe has made neceffary to them. 
They muft therefore come to us for them; and be 
obliged to court our friendfhip. And this reafoning 
will hold good with refpeB: to all the numerous favage 
nations, quite from the territories of Hudfon's Bay, 
where the Indians have longbeen our friends, down to 
the great lakes, and to the fouthward of them, as far as 
GeorO'ia; and Weftward, till we approach near the 

,MiffiGpi. Wherever they can be iupplied eafieft, 
and upon the-beft terms, efpecially ifit be by thofewho 
are the moft powerful on the continent, and can give 
thenl the greateft protection and affiftance in cafe of n~ed; 
,there they will, fooner or later, come to be fupphed. 
And th:", probably, in a iliort time, provid:d thofe pru­
dent meafures continne to be profecuted with reference 

D 3 to 
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to them, which have lately been ufed. For wefee them 
now daily forfaking the ~rench i~tereft, coming ov~r 
to us, and feeking an alhance with us. . So that tlm 
reafoning is not grounded merely on hypothefis, but 
partly on certain faCt. And it may be added here, that 
on the foregoing principles, the friendfbip of alltl:efe 
favages may be relied on as hearty and fincere? havlOg 
not only convenience, but even neceffity for Its bafis. 
For they cannot live, but by being and keeping on 
good terms with us. And fo, in thort, they will be a 
barrier. if one is needed, between our fouthem colo., 
nies and· the French on the Miffifipi; or, perhaps, with 
a little of our affiftance, fhould the war continue, 
make them glad to confine themfelves wholly to the 
weJiward of that river. 

SAVING the right of the natives, all the territory a­
bout Hudfon's bay, northward, weftward and fouthward 
as far as the bounds of Canada, already belongs to 
Great-Britain, where we have long had feveral forts and 
f~ttlements, of whiCh we are ftill in poifeffion. And upon 
the foregoing principles, Great-Britain muft of cOUl-fe, 
1n a little time, be poifeifed of a territory here il) N orth-

- America, extending and Continued from that Bay, and 
indeed from fome way to the Northward of it, as far as 
Florida to the fouthward, about two thoufand miles; 
:mJ extending as far back to the weftward, almoft, as 
we l'nould defire; referving always, as was intimated a­
bove, to the favage nations, their juft claims, or proper 

. f!ghts. Th.i~ is what we may, without much prefump­
tlOn, promlie ourfelves, making proper allowance for 
con.tingenc.ies, or things out of the ordinary courfe ; on 
whIch, bemg unknown, we can ground none of our 
reafoni~gs in this, or any other cafe. But to fay the 
lean-, tlm may probably be the confequence of reducing 

~lebe(. .: 
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~tebec : For all that has l;Jeen faid above, has a clofe 
· and rnanifeft connection with that important event. 

BUT allowing the above condufions to be jufl:Iy 
drawn; yet fome may perhflps demand ftill, " Cui 
bono?H Tho' things fhould turn out thus; yet what 
real and confiderable benefit would from hence refult 
to Great-Britain and her colonies? (For we have all 
learnt, at length, to confider theirinterefts, not as being 
feparate, but dofely united.) This is the demand, to 
which fame anfwerwas promifed above; tho' it is hard­
ly to be [uppo[ed, indeed, that fuch a queftion could be 
feriouily aiked by any intelligent perron, the advantages 
accruing from hence, being 10 many, great and mani­
feft. To hint at fome of the principal, and moft 
obvious of them then: . 

IN the firit place, one great advantage we fhould 
gain hereby is this, that all the Britifh cQlonies and 
provinces would henceforward enjoy peace on their 

· extenfive frontiers, or inland borders. We fhall be 
delivered from the ravages and barbarities of faithIefs 
favages, and more faithlefs Frenchmen; of all which 
ravages and barbarities, the French being i,n potfeffion 
of Qpebec and St. Lawrence river, has, from firft to 
laft, been the principal caure. For the Indians would 

;all have long fince been om friends, had it not beell 
for them in our neighbourhood, to fet them upon us 
both in war and peace. How much blood has been. 
heretofore fhed on the frontiers of the Britifh colonies? 
What a vaft treafure has been annually expended in 
defendino- our[e1ves, tho' very ineffectually, from OUf 

America~ enemies, different in complexion, yet much 
· the fame in' heart t? How have our infant fet-

D 4 dements 
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tlements; otherwife very fiouri/hing, been diftreffed, 
kept back, and, .. many of them quite broken up, by 
the enemy? Whereas we may now rationally expect: 
to have peace in all our borders; and that there will 
be no more breaking in, or carrying out to a wretched 
captivity. The public expences, and confequently 
the public taxes, will be vaftly leffened; and become 
very fmall in comparifon of what they have hitherto 
been in time of war. And we !hall fave, nct only 
much money, but, what is far more precious in the 
fight of God and wife men, much blood. Our colo .. 
nies will of courie increafe and people faft; and, un­
der the common bleiling of Providence, flourifh more 
than ever, quickly filling up, and extending them­
itlves far back into the country. Of which, the 
mother-country will reap the benefit in common with 
u i. Thefe are fuch great and obvious advantages, 
that all mufl: needs fee them. 

IN the next place, an extenfive trade will of courfe 
be opened with all the favage nations back of us; parti­
cularly .the fur trade, oflate years almofl: engroffed by 
the French, who have had thofe favages in their intereft. 
They mllfi: now hunt for us in our turn, in order to 
pay 115 for the neceffaries which they mufl: come to us 
for. Which is alfo in fome meafure applicable to the 
Canadians themfelve5, that country being reduced, if 
any of them fi1all remain therein. They muft all be 
fuppJied by us, and pay us for it fame way or other. 
So that in {hart, all the commerce of this part of the 
world, from the northward of Hudfon's Bay to Flori-

da, 

affirmed, had the inhumanity, or may I not rather fay the 
~rutajjt.Y' to ornament a room wi,th EngIiIh fcal?s hung ;ound 
l_t; ":'h1ch he .uf~d to Ihow to his unhappy pnloners, to in­
lult them ; pOl~tlng o~t to them, which were the [calps of 
th<.::lI near relatIOns, frIends, and neighbours f 
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da, and back to the Miffifipi, or near it, will of courre 
be in the hands of Britiib fubjects: A commerce, 
which will greatly increafe the demand for Britifu ma­
nufactures, and both well employ and maintain many 
thoufand more people in Great-Britain, than do or 

. can get a livelihood there at prefent in any honett 
wa y. It will a1fo much increafe her navigation, and 
that of her colonies. 

MOREOVER: The reduction of QEebec, and fup­
pofed redu8.ion of Canada in confequence thereof, will 
be a benefit to us, as it will be, in fome mefure at 
leaft, a cramping of the French fugar-iOands, which 
have of late much more than rivalled our own. The 
French vVeft-India iOands, if I am not mifinformed, 
have therefore had great dependence upon Canada 
for bread-corn, and other provifions, for fome kinds of 
naval ftores, and divers other articles, both neceifary 
for them, and which they cannot, elfewhere, be fo 
commodiouOy fupp1ied with. The depriving them 
of which, efpecially if an effectual ftop ibould be put 
of the illicit trade carried on thither from fame Britiih 
parts of the cominem, muft greatly diftrefs and reduce 
them, and be a proportion abe advantage to ours; 
leifen their commerce and navigation, and increafe 
our own. 

Again: One would think that France would now, 
almoft of courfe, be wholly cut out of the American 
cod-fifuery, of which fbe has heretofore made fuch 
vail: advantages. Her Louiibourg fifuery was gone 
before. That 'Up the gulph and river St. Lawrence 
is now gone. All treaties, by virtue of which fue 
claimed a right to make fiib on the coaft of N ewfound­
land, have been viQlated by her; they are broken 
thro', and become mere nullities, as tho' they had never 

. been~ 
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been. And if we fhould hold the poifeffion of Louif­
bourg, Canada and Newfoundland, with the coaft 'of 
Labrador, one would think it eafy to prevent her 

· making fdh in any of thofe parts, efpecially confider­
jng the great fuperiority of the Britifh navy. Nor 
does it feem improbable that this whole fifhery may 
f:111 into the hands of Britifh fubjeEts ; unlefs we fhould 
perhaps hereafter have a minifiry as complaifant to his 
1\1ofi Chriftian Majefty, and the court of Verfailles, as 
that in 'the latterendof~eenAnn's reign, which com­
plimented France with the beft places for carrying on 
thecod-fiiliery, in all North-America; i. e. in the world. 
Butatprefenr, to be fme, there is no reafon for any 
apprehenfions of this fort. Now th~ deftruClion of the 
French fiD.1ery would be the deftruchon of one moft 
material and extenfive branch of her commerce, in which 
ihe was before our too fuccefsful rival: And this 
vJhole fifhety, falling into the hands of Britain, would 

-prodigioul1yincreafe her trade and wealth ; giving herthe 
advantage of fupplying all thofe markets, which France 
fiJPplied before? This would alfo be the Ieffening of 
'the latter's maritime power in general, and the increa­
fing propoi·tionabl y, that of Great-Britain. For France, 
being clepl'ived of this 6fhery, could not employ and 
i11:linrain fomany feamen as heretofore, ,by many 
thoufimds; whereas we might then employ and main­
tain many thoufands more than ever. This is a confi~ 
deration of the hft importance to the welfare and fafety 
Of Great-Britain, and of her colonies, if not of all Eu­
-tope; her chief dfp~ndence and fecurity, under divine 
· pc·ovidence, beingplaced in the fuperiority of her na­
-val power, and keeping under that of France. For 
Ihould France, ,vhofe ambition is [0 exorbitant and 

-boundlefs, and ",vhofe power is fa great on the conti­
nent, once become fuperior by fea, the liberties of 

· Great-Britain, and perhaps of Europe, are no, more. 
THESE 
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THESE are not aU, but only fome of the chief of 
thofe fecular and nat~onal ad~antages which o~cur to my 
thoughts, as naturally refultmg from, or havmg an ap­
parent connection with, the great things which God 
hath lately done for us; more efpecially in the reduc­
tion of ~lebec, which, you will remember, I nowcon:­
fider as being in effett the reduttion of Canada, and 
bringing all the Indian favages into a friendly alliance 
with us. Whether that chain of reafoning, by which I 
. came to view it in this light, 'will hold together, and 
be ftrong enough to fupport to weighty and important 
a conclufion; or. whether it be only like a rope of 
[and, which cannot be even lightly touched without 
being broken to pieces, muft be fubmitted to thejudg­
mem of others: As alfo, whether, allowing it to be 
good, and duly connetted, the advantages above-men­
tioned, may naturally be [uppofed, to flow from [ucb 
a conqueft of the French in America, and [uch an al-

-liance with the Indians. 

IF thefe inferences are not unjuf1:ly deduced, as it is 
humbly conceived they are not, what great caufe have 
we to be glad and rejoice at this day; and to praife God 
for the areat things which he hath done for us? Our 
reliaiOt~, as well as civil privileges [eemed, a few years 
finc~, to be in fame danger from the growing power 
and encroachments of the enemy here, fupported by 
France. For had they at length got the upper hand; we 

, fhould doubtlefs have been deprived of the free enjoy­
ments of the proteftantreligion; harraifed, perfecuted 
and butchered, by fuch blind and furious zealots for 
the religion of Rome, under t~e direction of a ~rieft-

-hood and hierarchy, whofe Wi/dom, to be fure, IS not 
from above, if the characteriftic of that which is [0, 
is to be either pure, or peaceable, gentle, or eafy to 'be 

. 'entreated, full of mercy, or of good fruits, without par­
tiality, 
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tiality, or without h)'Pocrijj t! We have therefore 
teafon'to blefs God for the fucceifes he hath given us, 
not merely on temporal and worldly, but on religious 
and fpiritual accounts alfo. 

VVE have often heard with our ears, and our fathers 
have told us, what great things God did for them in 
their days; how he preft~rved, and provided for them 
in the wildernefs, when this was fuch, which now re­
jQiceth and bloffometh as the rofe; and how he, in part, 
drove Out the heathen from beforetbem, who were their 
enemies witLout a caure. But we now fee, in our own 
days, greater things than thofe! Our fathers, as they 
had abundant reafon to do, earneftly defired to fee this 
day, but did not fee it: If they had, how glad? how 
joyful would they have been? A~d if thote who are 
fallen afleep in the faith of J erus eb rift, inftead of bein g 
p~rifhed, have, perhaps, fome knowledge of the affairs 
of this lower world, I doubt not but that our pious fore­
fathers, who fuffered fo much from their enemies here, 
would receive fome acceffion of joy even in heaven, 
by looking down from thence, and beholding what 
God hath done for us their beloved pofterity; how 
he hath avenged us of our, and their enemies; and 
by feeing the profpeEt which we now have, by the 
bleffing of God, of living peaceably and happily in 
this good land; fo that tho' themfelves nevel' could, 
yet we their defcendents, being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies, and them that hated us, " mav 
ferve God without fear, in holinefs and righteoufnefs,;' 
the remainder of our lives. 

I 

THINK it not ftrange that you hear fuch a fLlppofi­
rion made, as that above. For altho' both tongLles and 
prophecies fhall ceafe, yet "charity never faileth" ; 

In 

t James III. 17. 
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in heaven it is perfected in thofe· fouls, which were 
endowed with a ~eafure of it on earth. And charity., 
you know, " reJoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth;" it delighteth in obferving the felicity 
of others, and God's righteous acts, whereby his peo­
ple and church are fecured againft their adverfaries, 
and put in· a profperous condition. Nor will it be a­
mifs juft to obferve here, that in the Revelation of St. 
John, the bleifed above are introduced as praifing 
God, I had almoft iaid, keeping a 'IhankJiiving, for 
his righteous judgments on earth, in delivering his fer­
vants from oppreffion and perfecution ; particularly, 
from the perfecutions and oppreffions of the "mother 
" of harlots, and abominations ;" that idolatrous and 
apoflate church, which hath fa long " made herfelf 
" drunk with the blood of the martyrs of J efus"­
" I heard, fays he, a great voice of much people in 
" heaven, faying, Alleluia! Salvation, and glory, 
" and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God. 
" For true and righteous are his judgments; for he 
,. hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt 
" the earth with her fornication" [or idolatrous prac­
ticesJ; " and hath avenged the blood of his fervants 
" at her hand. And again, they faid, Alleluia 11 l" 

GOD hath revealed his purpofe, his unalterable pur­
pofe, in due time, tho' gradually, to confume and de­
flroy the beaft and the falfe prophet, with their ad­
herents ; till in the end they" ihall drink of the 
" wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out with­
" out mixture, into the cup of his indignation"; when 
there is to be a moft fignal revolution in the civil and 
religious ftate of things in this world; a.nd all the king­
doms thereof are io "become the k1l1gdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chrift." And one might, perhaps, 
without any great degree of fuperfrition or enthufiafm, 

from 
Il Chap. XIX. I. z. 3· 
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from fome late occurrences in Europe and elfewherei 
not to fay any thing of the order of thefe predictions 
themrelves, be inclined to think that this time of ruin 
to fome, and reformation and joy to others, from the 
prell:nce of the Lord, when the" gofpe! of the king­
dom £hall be preached for a witnefs among all nations," 
is. at no very great diftance from the prefent. 

BUT however that matter may be, from fpeaking 
pofitively of which, one would think every unin­
[pired man, endow'd with wiiaom ;lnd modefty~ 
would be very far; yet I cannot but juft obferve here, 
as a proper ground for gladnefs and rejoicing to all of 
us, who have any ferious concern for the interefts of 
religion, and the falvation of mens fouls, that by the 
great things which Goel has lately done, and is frill do­
ing for us, he feems, in his provicit'nce, to be prepar­
ing the way for a much more general and extenfive 
propagation of the goipel among the favage nations 
of America; for enlarging the kingdom of Chrift; 
and reclaiming from the error of their way to the 
wifdom of the juft, not only thofe who are altogether 
heathen, but thofe alfo who have hitherto been de-­
luded and infatuated by the Romi£h miffionaries, 
who " compals fea and land to make proidytes.-" 
A field is opened to make fome further attempts to 
this end. -And altho' I would be very far, elpeci­
ally at this time of general and common rejoicing 
among us, fj-om faying what might jujUy be ofren­
fiv.e- to any; yet I cannot but add here, that if the 
honorable and reverend" Society for propagatitw the 
gofpel in foreign P:U'LS", ihould fte caufe to en~ploy 
fame conGderable proportion of the charities entrufied. 
to their prudent and pious carC', in fa nobJe an enter~ 
prize, fo good a work, as that of gofpelizing the fa~ 
vages in the exteniive \vi!dernelles of /l~merica, I believe 

all 
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all the world would applaud them. With all the de­
ference that is due to 10 refpeCtable a body, doubtleis 
the great end of thofe charities would, in this way, 
be at leaft as much regarded and profecured, and per­
haps better anfwered, than by fupporting many miD. 
fionaries at a great annual expence, in all the oldeft, 
the principal, and richeft cities and towns in there 
Northern colonies; where chriftianity has b~en thtJ 
general, common and eftablifhed religion for more 
than a century of years paft.-But not to digrefs: 
Having thus attempted to fhow, what great reafon, 
we have to rejoice and be glad at this time, by repre­
fenting the importance of that acquifition which hath 
been io often mentioned, conlidering the great ;lad 
happy confequences that may, very probably at leaf!:, 
flow from it; I proceed now as was propofecl, 

. III. To fubjoin fame ufefuI and neceifary reguladons 
of our joy on this great and happy occallon, that it 
may be reftrained within due bp\.lnds, and flow in a. 
proper channel. 

AND in the firft place,we fhould take heed that our 
joy is not leavened with pride and vain glory, as the? 
our fuccefies were wholly from ourfelves. This is 
what is very common with people on fimilar occafions. 
They are glad with a kind of felf-important, and felf­
fufficient joy, which fwells them up, and is quite the 
.reverfe of that rejoicing which becometh chriftians . 
. For man has nothing which he did not receive, whe­
ther ftrength, wifdom, courage or magnanimity: Why 
,then fuould he glory in it, or in the effeCts and coxlfe­
.quences of it, "as tho' he had not r:::ceived it?" 

THE RE is another thing nearly allied to this, aga,inft 
which we ought alfo to guard. Many people who, 

tho' 
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tho' they believe in the over-ruling providence of God, 
and are far from wholly attributing to themfelves, the 
glory of their via aries and fucceifes, yet rejoice on 
fuch occauons under the notion of their having as it 
were merited them, by their fuperior goodnefs and 
righteoufnefs. This is alfo a vain, proud joy, not be­
coming unful creatures. It is indeed pollible, that yve 
may not be altogether fo guilty in the ught of God, as 
our enemies whom he hath thus far fubdued under us; 
but we are yet far from being fo righteous ourfelves, as 
to have merited thereby the fucceifes which he has 
given us againft them. And there is a remarkable 
pafTage in the book of Numbers *, fo much to the 
prefent purpofe, that I cannot forbear quoting it. The 
children of Ifrael were now about to pars over the 
river Jordan, where God had promifed to drive out 
the idolatrous nations from before them. But left they 
fbould afcribe this to their own great piety and good­
nefs, he gives them the following caution and admoni­
tion: ~'Underftand therefore this day, that the Lord 
" thy God is he that goeth over before thee as a can": 
" fuming fire: he {hall deftroy them, and {hall bring 
" them down before thy face: fa {halt thou drive them 
.. ' out, and de1troy them quickly, as the Lord hath, 
" faid unto thee. Speak not thou in thine heart, after 
" that the Lord thy God hath caft them out from be­
" fore thee, faying, for my righteoufnefs the Lord hath 
" brought me in to pofTefs this land: but for the wick­
" ednefs of theft nations the Lord doth drive them out 
" from before thee. Not f01' thy righteoufnefs, or for 
<, the uprightnefs of thine heart, d0it thou go to pof­
H fefs their Land: but for the wickednefs of thefe 
« nations, the Lord thy God doth drive them out 
H from before thee.'~ 
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WE fhould, moreover, be very far from indulging 

~o any kind of excefs, or riotous joy, on ~4is happy 
()~cafion. Some there are, who feern tQ thinI) they 
cannot be fllfficienrly glaq and jqyf41 OIl f1J~h occa.,. 
fions, withput pehaving more like the ancient Bacchi­
Ilalian~~ orm~men, than likeChriftians and reafonabl~ 
creatures ~ running into many foolifh exceffes quite 
igconfiftent, no~ Qnly with chriftian fobriety, but with 
civil order. Let us be admonifhed to abftain from 
every kind and degree of extravagant, riotous mirth~ 
" It is better, fays Solomon, to hear the rebuke of 
~~ the wi(e, than for a man to heat the fong of fool&. 
" Fpf as tne crackling Qf thorns under a pot, fa i~ 
" the laughter of fools: this a~fQ is vanity /? 

. 1N t)1e ne~t place: We fhould be at leaft equally 
f~r from taking pleafure in refleCting on the rniferies 
which pur enemies fuffer. We may, ind~ed, reafona­
~ly rejoice that God has given us fuc;h fuc~efs againft 
them, as may probably put it out of their power to 
Ilarm us for th.e future. But their calamities and dif­
treifes, confidered in th~mfelves, are no prpper ground 
of gladnefs to us. A.qd if any part ofour joy onthi~ 
Qc;:cafion arife~ froff1 h~nce, fo far it is cOntrary to the 
fpirit of th$! gofpe1. If we have goo,d and benevoleI;1t 
hearts, we cannot Q:ut pe .tpuched with pity for thofe 
uQhappy people, howe¥er malicious they have be~n 
towards us; efpecially for the poor women and chil­
dren, who can harqly be fuppofed to have been " it} 
this tranfgreffion," with the reft. Yea, if we could 

. relieve them in their diftreifes, withoqt hazard to our~ 
felves and tht:: public, the great law of charity woulq. 
qblige us to po it ;. whereby we fho1;lld fulfil that ev:an-
gelica1.command, " If thjne enemy hunger, feed him ~ 
'.' if he thirft, give h~m drink: For in fo doing dlO\.\ 

~::' Jh.alt heap coal,s of fire upon his head." 
. ~ APA 1N: 
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AGAIN: We !bould by no means pIeafe ourfelves 

with any [ueh thought as this on the prefent occafion, 
that beina- at ref!: from our enemies, we may hereafter 
have it i: our power to lead a foft and luxurious, an 
indolent or effeminate life; confuming the bounties 
of divine providence on our lufts. To pleafe and 
delight ourfelves with any fuch thought, with any fuch 
hopes as thefe, were to rejoice, not as Chriftians, but 
as Epicures; and would be a certain indication of a 
corrupt, fenfual turn of mind. 

BUT having dwelt long enough on the negative, 
here, it may be proper to propofe fome more direct 
and pofitive rules, to guide and affift us in pointing 
our joy aright on this great occafion. 

, AND here, in the firft place, . we {bou]d "rejoice 
" in the Lord;" in him who has done thefe great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. We are to con­
fider God as the fupreme author of our victories and 
iucceffes. "All that is in the heaven, and in the earth' 
" is his; and in his hand it is to make great, and to 
H give ftrength unto all." However brave, prudent, 

, and magnanimous the perfons are, or were, to whom' 
we immediatdy owe thefe fuceeifes, they are yet to 
be eonfidered only as the inftruments and fervants of 
God, by whom he has wrought fueh falvation, fueh 
great things for us. Thine, 0 Lord! is" the glory, 
" and the victory, and the majefty." .. . 

WE ihould alfo aferibe thefe fuceeffes to God, not 
merely as the fupreme caufe and aHthor, but as the 
gracious, merciful, and bountiful befi:ower of them; 
whom we had laid under no obligation, in point of 
jufi:ice, thus to efpoufe our caufe, " when men rofe up 
" again it us ;" but who might, for Ollr fins, have given 

" us 
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"" us a prey to' their teeth," however wicked; and un .. 
righteous our enemies themfelves may be fuppofed to 
be, or to have been. And indeed God, in his un­
fearchable wifdom, fometimes permits the wicked grie­
voufly to afflict fuch as are more righteous than them­
[elves; wherein he is not unjuft, fince the "whole 
" world is become guilty'before him." 

IT is moreover necelfary, that our joy Jhould be 
accompanied with unfeigned gratitude, or truly thank­
ful hearts. Gladnefs on fuch an occafion without fin­
cere thankfulnefs, which is very fuppofeablC', and per­
haps very common, would have no degree of piety 
or virtue; it would be but a natural, human pamon, 
the offspring of felf-Iove. It is only a grateful joy 
that becomes chriftians, at leait, that will entitle us to 
that honourable character. And it is in this, that a 
religious Thankfgiving moft elfentially confifrs; I 
mean, ' in having our hearts truly touched and warm-

,ed with a fenfe of God's unoeferved goodnefs to us: 
Tho' ,it is highly expedient that this fhould be out­
wardly exprelfed, by talking of his loving-kindnefs, 
by devoutly finging his praifes, and afcribing to him 
bleffihg and hot lOr, glory and power. 

OUR rejoicing in the goodnefs of our God to us, 
fhould alfo be attended with unfeigned good-will 
and charity towards men. Indeed a proper fenfe of 
God's, mercies has a natural tendency to foften 
and expand the heart of man ;to fill it with th~ 
warm eft withes for the good, the eternal good of o­
thers. And if we feel no fuch benevolence, or cha­
rity, in our breafts, i~ ~s a1moil: a cert~in fign that 
there is in them no rehglOus or vIrtuous JOY; and that 
however full we may be of gIadnefs or mirth upon 
'lhis occafion, it is only the mirth or gladnefs of fen· 

E 2 fm~l 
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fual men; of men under the influence of natural hu­
man pamons and affections only, at beft; but poffi-, 
bly of fuch as are much worfe, unnatural ones. 

MOREOVER: Our rejoicing in the goodnef~ ofG~d, 
to us on this occaGon, fhould be accompamed wlth 
fincere refolutions to make the moft proper and wor~ 
thy returns to him that we poffibly can, i. e. to keep 
his commandments and live to his glory. Truly 
grateful and religio~s joy is never unattended with 
fuch-like pious and virtuous refolutions. And in­
deed, after all that has been faid in the former part 
of this difcourfe, concerning the greatnefs and impor­
tance of thofe' things which God has done for us, 
the chief, or rather the fum-total of the advantage 
is, that we may, if we have hearts for it, hereafter 
" lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlinefs 
" and honefty;" to do which, is the fupreme good 
of man in this world, and the only way to obtain 
immortal joys in the next~ , 

FINALLY here: We 1bould "rejoice with trem­
bling." We 1bould exercife an, humble dependence 
upon almighty God,. in whofe hand all fut\lre events 
are; whether profperous or adverfe to us, we can­
not certainly forefee; but we 1ball know hereaft~r, 
"'\Ve {bould be far from a vain confidence that. God. 
who has done fuch great things for us, will not in 
f~me other refpecrs frown upon us, and forely cha­
fhfe us. We may well tremble, or at leaf\: fear in fome 
meafure, left he ihould do thus: Efpecially if, inftead 
of making proper returns ·of love apd obedience to 
him for thefe mercies, we ihould forget, pr miGm­
prove them. Even the profperity of fools pften de­
fhoys them, when their enemies could not do it. 
A~d when we conGder our own numerous frailties, 

folli~~ 
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follies and corruptions, we may well tremble amidft 
all our joys, left we fhould prove as wicked and urt­
'grateful as many have been before us; who fung 
God's praifes, but foon forgot his works: Sinking 
under the bleffings they enjoyed, into indolence, diffo­
lutenefs and impiety. How guilty fhould we be, if we 
fhould increafe the number of fuch, after God has thus 
manifefred his great goodnefs to us, and laid us under 
Juch obligations! However, what is here faid is by 
ho means defigned to damp, but only to regulate our 
common joy, and the hopes which thefe late fucceffes 
may naturally raife in us refpeCting our future profpe­
rity; efpecially if we fhould conduCt ourfelves, in 
confequence of them, as becomes wife men and chri­
ftians. 

I T were, indeed, an argument both of our infenfi­
bility and our ingratitude, not to rejoice on fo 
noble an occafion. We, I mean New-England, 

and all the Britifh American plantations, had never fo 
much caufe for general joy as we have at prefent; 
while we fee ourfelves in fo fair a way, under the blef­
flng of Providence, to be wholly delivered from our 
enemies in thefe parts. Had the French retained their 
power, and independency of us here in America, we 
miO'ht be certain from more than an hundred years 
fal'experience of them, that they would frill be, not 
only our enemies, but falfe, perfidious, and barbarous 
'ones ; and not only fo, but that the greater part of the 
favages frill infrigated, as they are already infatuated 
by them, would be our enemies alfo. Canada, even 
tho' the French fh041d relinquifh all their encroach­
ments, and retire within their old proper bounds, is 
yet fo near to us, that it is impoffible for Frenchmen, 
retaining their power, and their independency on 
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Gteat-:aritain, to inhabi,t that country without being 
pernicious enemies to us, in pe'ace as well as war. ~f 
this we have had experience, much more than fufficl· 
ent: We have fadly felt the effeCts of their perficly, 
and of long wars with the favages, wholly owing to 
thenl. ' 

W E ha~e all along been more or }efs di[quieted, often 
greatly diftre1fed, by thefe our American enemies, 
Arid there was a time, not long fince, when we had 
confider4b1e reafon to apprehend what the confequence 
might he ~ how far fatal to ourfelves, and the Britilh 
jntereH: in' America. We had fame reafon for this, 
whether we' refleCt how the enemy conducted, or we 
ourfelves conduCted, at that time: When they had a 
ihong chain of forts quite round us, and boafted that 
they had tlsin a pound: When, not only all the per· 
hdy, which is nothing new or firange, but almoft all 
the policy, the pru?ence, the military fpirit, and I 
may ad~, the fuccels alfo, feemed to have fallen t~ 
thdr )hare 1 Thefe things then look'd with a dark 
and thi'earning afpeB: on the Britifh affairs in America, 
_and, confequently, in, Europe a1fo. But bleifed be 
.<:;{id, that the fcene is fo much changed! "The [nare 
is bro~en, and we are efcaped." The power of the 
French is now broken, at leaf!: here in America; and 
no.t likely to be recovered. Our heathen enemies have 
no lenger caufe to " {hoot out the lip," to deride 
and infult us, faying, Where is their boaited firength ? 
" Where is their God?" Even they mufi now con­
fefs that the Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof they alfo may in time probably be glad, hovy 
forrowful foever the~ may be at ptefent. And having 
offered up Qur pr.atfes to heaven for thefe favours, 

, , ~ 

we can now make no prayer more ieafonable, than 
that God would be pleaied to deeply to imprefs our 

hearts 
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~earts with a fenfe of his goodnefs, that it may never 
be elf aced ; but that we may always remain humbly 
and obediently thankful for it. 

IF we have but hearts to live anfwerably to thefe 
mercies, we may expect to fee far " greater things 
than thefe." We have given many outward demon­
ftrations of our joy. To pafs over fome others, we 
have chim'd bells, and cannon have roar'd; bon-· 
fires have blaz'd on every hill; colors have been dif­
play'd; our houfes have been gaily illuminated; and 
many a fplendid rocket has been thrown to illuminate 
and adorn the {kies themfelves. Such have been the 
civil demonftrations of our joy on this great occafion. 
And we have now, as foon indeed as could well be, 
manifefted our joy in a religious manner, by obferving 
this day of public and general thankfgiving. The 
former I do not cenfure,; the latter is doubtlefs to be 
commended. What remains then, but that we now 
give the higheft and beft evidence of all, that we have 
a juft fenfe of thefe favours~ and are truly thankful for 
them; I mean, by " denying ul1godlinefs, and 
worldly lufts, and living [oberly, righteoufiy, and god­
ly in the world?" That we may lead quiet and 
peaceable livesin all godlinefs and honefty, is indeed 
the moft, if not the only, rational and worthy end we 
oan have in view, in any of our military undertakings. 
And when once providence has, or ilia}] have, put it 
in our power to live thus, the great endof war being 
anfwered, we are whoUy inexcufable if we live other­
wife; particularly if we fhould " turn afide to vain 
jangling" amQngi1: ourfelves, "doting about quefti­
ons and 'ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, ftrife, 
railings, evil-furmiflngs,. and perverfe difputings;" 
inftead of " ftudying the things that make for peace~ , 
and the things whereby we may edify one another." 

E 4 IF 



J F we fu6uld henceforth live as becomes fellow .. 
fubjects, and fellm,v-chriftians, in the fear of God, and 
brotherly-love, fiill " abhorring that which is evil, and 

,cleaving to that which is good," we might then rea-
fonably hope to fee ourfe1ves eftablifhed without any 
riv~ls, much l~fs perfidious and cruel enemies, in this 
good land, of fuch a vaft extent; and that our pofte­
hty after us will alfo be glad bf thofe great things 
which God has done, and is frill doing for us. Even 
they will ., abundantly utter the memory of his 
,~ great gbodh~fs; and talk of his righteoufnefs," if 
we and [hey beco~e, and cohtini1e, a willing and 
obedient people. Yea, we may reafonably expect that 
this tountry, which has in a ibort time, and under 
many rjifadvamages, become fo populous and fiourifh­
irig, will, by the continued bleffing of heaven, in ano­
th",r century or two become a mighty empire (I do 
not mean an independent one) ih numbers little infe.:. 
rior perhaps to the gteatefi: in EUi"Ope, and ih felicity 
tonane. 

WE oilrfelves fhalI, indeed, be all gone off the fiage 
long before that time, and" gathered to out fathes:" 
But oUr pafl:erity will remain. And I milff own, if t 
may fo expre[s it, that I feel a ihong affection work­
ing in me towards th6fe that ate yet unborn, even 
to many generations. As I thirtk with great fatisfac­
tion and delight on the happy eftate of good men long 
fince dead; efpeciaJly of oOr pions forefathers who 
firft peopled this country, and underwent fo many 
difficulties and hardfhips in this ur:dertaking for the­
teftimony of a good confcience, and during their abode 
here; fo I delight in looking into future ages, and 
feeing, at leaft in imagination, the profperous and hap­
py condition of-thofe that are to fucceed us. 

1 
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" I CANNOT help, neither do I defire to help, fuch 
imaginations; becaufe they afford me at leaft an inno .. 
cent pleafure; perhaps one that might claim even the 
name of virtuous. For all thofe pleafures that have 
their foundation in benevolence, and are the refult 
thereof, are truly fuch. I cannot forbear fancying 
that I fee a great and flol1riihing kingdom in thefe 
parts of America, peopled by our pofterity. Me­
thinks I fee mighty cities riling on every hill, and by 
the fide of every commodious port; mighty fleets al­
ternately failing out and returning, laden with the pro­
duce of this, and every other country under heaven; 
happy fields and villages wherever I turn my eyes, thro' 
a vaftly extended territory; th~re the paftures c10athed 
with flocks, and here the vallies cover'd with corn, 
with the little hills rejoice on every fide! And do I 
hot there behold .the favage nations, no longe.r our 
enemies, bowing the knee to Jefus Chrifi, and with 
joy confeffing him to be "Lord, -to the glory of God 
the Father!" Methinks I f~e religion profeffed and 
practifed throughout this fpacious kingdom, in far 
greater purity and perfe"ction, than fince the times of 
the apoftles; the Lord being ftill as a wall of fire 
round about, and the glory in the midft of her! 0 
happy country! happy kingdom l. 

I CAN fcarce forbear fancying, that I hear a vene­
rable fire talking after this manner to his child, of things 
that came to pafs in old times, the days of his fore-fa­
thers: "My fon, thefe friends and brethren of our's~ 
" whom you fee of a darker complexion than our­
"felves, were once our heathen enemies, and vexed 
"our fathers in the wildernefs; (for this was once 
" fuch!) At the fame time there was a certain reftlefs, 
" ambitious people in our neighbourhood, from a far 
"diftant country, called France in thofe da)s, who 

~~ with 
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~~ with them, and \~ithout provocation,' endeavomed 
~, to deftroy out fathers out of the land. But fevera~ 
,U hundred years ago, ,,,hen G EO R G E the II. an 
,~ excellent King,. fat upon the Britifh throne~ and a 
~" certain vITj[e imd good man, named PITT, was his 
U minifter, a great General was rent with a little ar­
~, my, to take the enemy's chief city. The name of 
.«" this brave gen'eral was WOLFE; but the name of 
" the enemy's general is forgotten. All we know of 
~" the latter is, that fome time before, the army under 
."" Iiis (oimnand perfidioufly murder'd a great number 
.. ~ of oui' people, after they had furrender'd a certain 
""' [0rttefs to him, and he had plighted them his faith! 
" -But the fhong city of the enemy I juft now 
~, fpoke of, was taken after a bloody battle, and their 
~, whole country was foon fubdued. From that time 
~, God, who loved our fathers, gave them reft on 
$~ every fide. They thert grew and fiourifhed mightily, 
'G., arid filled the whole land. Such great things, my 
~'dear child! did God perform for our fathers in 
~" the days of old; for which we have caufe ro be 
u glad and rejoice to this time, and praife his glo­
'" rio'US name !"-But whither wiil imagination tranf­
:pori: me! into what times and regions, if I do not 
check it !-

EVEN thefe days, my brethren, wherein we live, 
I mean, finee .Go~ hath done fo great a thing for us, 
'2re far more Joyrul than any which our fathers faw . 
diO' far lefs happy than thofe times which bufy fancy: 
the love of my dear counery, and charity to unborn 
pofterity, would paint our to me, and almoft compel 
me to believe are attually to follow. 

WF can never be thankful enbugh to God for that 
·intttrdting event,. which has been the main fubjett of 

my 
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.mydifcourfe, being the principal occafion of our pre­
fent rejoking. But alas! there is never any great good 
"ip this prefent evil world," withou~ fome mixture of 
.evil, at leaft of what feems to us to be fo. This is 
the cafe, eyen with refpeCl: to that event, whieh is 
both [0 great in itfelf, and fo happy in its probable 
confequences.-O untimely, tho' glorioufiy fallen! 
Mortal ill thy body, but·.immortal all befide! immor­
tal inthy deeds, immortal in thy memory, immortal in 
thy fame !--I can no longer forbear to mention his 
fall, which 1 have hitherto forborne with difficulty, 
.even tho' it fhould caufe a general gloom, and oe­
caGan the clofing of this folemnity with lefs joy than 
it began. - Immortal W 0 L FE! untimeLy, but 
.gI0fioufiyfallen! Untimely in refpect of thy youth; 
without an heir to hear of thy great actions, to enjoy 
thy renown, or to inherit thy name! Fallen far from 
thy native, beloved country, and every near relative' 
Untimely for thy country, which needs fuch as thou 
waft to conduct and infpire her armies, and lead them 
on to victory! But frill fallen glorioufiy for thyfelf, 
and for that country which gave birth to fuch a com­
mander! Fallen in the fervice of thy king, and of 
that country, fo dear to thee, and for which thQ~ 
wouldft readily have laid down more lives than one! 
Fallen, tho' in youthful ardor, yet not witllout the pru­
dence. and wifdom of age! Tho' without an heir; yet 
fuch as thou waft need not children to bear up, and 
immortalize their name! And thou haft here left at 
leaft one whole grateful country w~ere all, old as well 
as young, will honor thee as .a father, and enjoy thy 
fame, as well as the fruit of thy toils I Tho' far from 
the country which gave thee birth, yet near one which 
would glory might it be faid, that" this man was 
"born here!" Tho' diftant from every near relative', 
yet Ilear to chofe, whofechildrens(:hildren will~ ":rifeup 

and 



60 Some forther RejleClions 

and caU thee' blelfed P' Fallen, tho' untimely for thy 
country frill engaged in war; yet not till thou hadft 
fav'd one country by conquering another! For tho' 
others ufe to conquer only while they lived, thou waft 
a conqueror even in death! Whofe fall, flO' le[s than 
whofe prefence while living, infpired the troops with 
a courage not to be refifted; and even turn'd what was 
before only fortitude, into fury, tho' not into madnefs ! 

·WHEN I reflect upon thefe circumfi:ances of his fall, 
I am obliged to retraCt what I faid before: He that 
feU fo glorioufly, did not fall untimely. No! He fans 
not untimely, who falls in the fervice of his King and 
country with fuch magnanimity, with the vigor of 
youth and the wifdom of age united; efpecially if he 
faUs a conqueror, as this brave general did. Whoever 
faJ]:.; thus in the difcharge of f1is duty: Thus greatly, 
thus viB:oriouOy, and with fuch glorious circllmftances 
attending his fal1, being fuppofed to be an upright 
good man, falls not immaturely, but " in a good old 
age." 'Whether he had lived many years or few, is 
.little rothe point. Not he that draws and ref pires this 
vital air the ofteneft; not he that Deeps the moft 
nights, or wakes the moft days; not he that palfes thra; 
the moil: [ummers and winters; iflfine, not he that 
fees the rnoft funs and fea[ons rolling over him in fuc­
ceffion; this is not he that lives the langeft, or that 
dies the moft mature.l¥. There is another, a far jufter 
ftandard of age, of hfe and death: And he who lives 
the mnO: ufefully, the maft to the proper ends and 
purpo[es of life, Jives, both the maft honourably, and 
the longeft, and makes the moft mature, as well as 0-10-
rious exit.-" Honourable age is not that which ft~nd­
c, eth in length of time, or that is meafllred by num­
n bel' of years: But wifdom is the G R E Y H A I R 
" unto men, and an unfpotted life is OLD AGE!" 

My 
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My Brethren, tho' my heart relented when I be­
gan to fpeal{. of this Britilh hero's fall in the vigor of 
his life? yet by means of fuch reflections as thefe, which 
are the fuggeftions, not of paffion, that erroneous 
guide, but of reafon, which will not lead us aftray i 
by.means of [pch reflections, I fay, I find my fpiri~ 
fo far returned, that I could nQw almoft congratulate 
you on his noble exit, inftead of condoling witl} yoq 
on it! However, not to carry this matter beyond juLt 
bounds: Who wOllld not die as this brave commander 
died, to be both remembered and honored in future, 
times, rather than live a while as fome others have 
lived, and then die to be forgotten; or if not en­
tirely forgotten, yet remembered only as having in 
their day given the moft flagrant and inglorious proofs, 
that they were not'in places adapted to their talents, 
when they were found at the head of armies! 

BUT ftill you will fay. that not only we, but the 
l)ation, has fuftained a great lqfs in the fall of thi~ ex­
cellent commander. Far be it from me to deny this!' 
But bleffed be God, the nation has otherwife, brave, 
~d magnanimous commal1ders; one * at leaft, per­
haps fevera], now in America: And many more both 
at home ;l.nd abroad. And he, on whom the com­
mand deyolved at fo j:ritical a juncture t, aqd ',lOde!: 
whom that grea~ eQteprize was brought to fo happy a 
conclufion,'is doubtlefs another, to whom the like 
charaB:er jualy belongs. Nor will Great-Britain ever 
be deftitute of fuch commanders, till either her happy 
gClvernment is fubverted, and her liberties 10ft; or til~ 
thofe glorious times fi1all come, when infteaq of 
~, learning war any more," all the nations which have 
hitherto by their mutual enmity and violence, been a$ 
i_~ were fcourge~ in t4e hand of almighty' God,. tQ 

- it< Gen. Amherft. 
pqniih 

,t Bl'i~. Gen. TQwn~!lnd?on the fallof Gen. W(?lf~: 
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puni!h one another for their fins, !hall at length" beat 
their fwords into plough-ihares, and their fpears into 
pruning- hooks;" being both too wife, and too vir­
tuous, thus to "hurt and deftroy" each other. At 
leaft fuch commanders will never be wanting in Great­
Britain, during a reign and adminiftration like the 
prefent, wherein fuperior merit is fo early obferved, 
and fa gloriouOy diftinguiihed ! 

LET us not therefore defpond under this lofs. We 
could Dot expect, according to the eftabliih'd courfe 
of human affairs, . even under the peculiar favour and 
ftniles of heaven, to do great things, or obtain great 
advantages againft our enemies, without fome circum­
frances attending them, which cannot be thought of' 
but with regret. It becomes us, therefore, to fubmit 
with patience to what we could all wiih otherwife, and 
to be heartily thankful for what is fa agreeable to our 
defires, fo great in itfelf, and fa important in its can­
fequences. "For ihall we receive good at the hand 
,~ of God, and fhall we not receive evil ?" 

IF fueh reflections as fome ofthofe above, tho' I can 
hardly fuppofe it, ihouJd feem to any not fuitable to 
the pre[ent feafon, orto.a day of general joy and thank{­
giving, I have only th1s apology to make: That they 
were in a manner forced upon me by that great and 
happy event itfelf, which is the [pecial occafion of our 
rejoicing. For. to have taken no notieeof the fall of 
that excellent general, by means of whofe almoft unex. 
ampled bravery and good conduct, this important acqui. 
lition was made, would have been both ungrateful and 
inhuman. And if it were mentioned at all, not to have 
fpoken of it in a grave and ferious, but light and in .. 
different manner, would have been ftill more un grate ... 
f111 and inhuman, with the additional bad circum­
fiances of beinggrofiy abfu.rd and unnatural, not-to 

fay 
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fay'impious. For, not only the fali of f uch diftin­
guifhed perf on ages, but death itfeIf, is a very grave 
and ferious fubject to be thought or fpoken o£ Do 
any of you doubt it? You will foon be 'of the fame 
opinion: For, human life is !hOrt, and" after death 
the judgment I" 

This further ferious reflection would not have been 
added to the former, had not the ipeaker chofen to fee 
this affembly diffolve, each one with a grav.:e and fo-' 
lemn brow, much rather than with an air and coun. 
tenance of thoughtlefs levity, tho' the occafion of our 
coming together was fo truly joyful. And indeed~ 
tpey muft be w holl y ftrangers to virtuous and reli­
gious joy, far the, nobleft and greateft .of any, woo' 
think fobriety and gravity inconfiftent with it, which 
are in reality effential to it. Let us therefore, when 
we depart from the. houfe of God, depart in his love 
and fear, 'with hearts thoroughly impre[s'd by a fenfe 
of his goodne[s, and the obligations which he hath 
laid us under to keep his commandments. Doing 

. thus, we {hall frill" walk in the light of his coun­
t~ance," and frill praife him while we dwell on earth. 
And when we (kpart this world, fo full of difcord, 
ftrife and war, and even the moft prQfperous events 
whereof, have frill fome difagreeable alloy, we !hall 
depart, havin a our" hope full of immortality;" and 
our hearts, of~hat "PEACE OF GOD which par­
" feth all underfhmding." AM EN.! 

'I'be END of th~ jecond Di[courfe. 

A:gPEN .. 



A P PEN D I X. 
Containing a brief Account of two former Ex"" 

peditions againfi: QUEBEC anq CANADA, 
which proved unfuccefsful. 

MAN Y people amongft us, both in the town 
and country, who have heard frequent men-

. tion of former enteprizes againft OEebec and 
Canada, have probably, either thro' want of books, or 
leifure to confult fuch as are of anyconfiderable length, 
JlO diftinCt knowledge of thofe unfortunate e~pedi.,. 
tions. This is a feafon wherein there is of courfe 
much converfation about that city and collntry; and 
many who may have a curiofity, have not the ad"! 
vantages before,mentioned, to acquaint themfelves 
even with the moft material facts and circumftances 
r.elating to thofe enterprizes. ,Ve are by no mean~ 
to cenfure fuch a curiofity in our countrymen and fel-
10w-fubjeCts, whofe fituation in life will not admit of 
their giving much of their time to reading. It is a~ 
leaft innocent; the author of the foregoing difcourf<;~ 
thinks, laudable; and fuch an one as ought to be 
encouraged rather than damped. He therefore pro­
pores in fome meafure to gratify it, by this Appen~ 
dix. Befides; reflecting -on thefe former unfuccefs­
ful expeditions, has a natural tendency to heiQhten 
.our joy and gratitude on account of the laft? ~hic4 
pas b~en fo profperous. Such a contraft will pro­
bably have a good effeCt. So that this may anfwer ~ 
valuable end, beY0!1d that of merely gratifyjng th9 
f;WiQfity Qf the lefs mformed reader. 
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WERE the enfuing account to be prolix, it would. 

not be adapted to the circumftances of thofe, for whom 
it is principally defigned. It will therefore conGft 
chiefly of a narration of faas; and fome material 
circumftances. Thefe will be moftly collected from 
Sir H. Walker's Journal, and the Appendix thereto; 
Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, and Mather's Life 
of Sir W. Phips; which I here mention once for al1. 
But when the expreffiol1s of either of thofe writers are 
ufed~ notice will be given by the ufual fign of a quo­
tation. However, this account, tho' iliort, will can .. 
tain fame brief hints and obfervations tcfpeCting the 
caufes of our mifcarriages and difafters, ih the two for­
mer attempts againft Canada. 

BUT it will not be amifs, before we proceed to the 
account propofed, juft to obferve thCl.t ~ebec was 
long ago reduced by the Englifh; becaufe this will 
furniih us with an obfervation or two, very pertinent 
by way: Of introduction; as tending to lay op~n, both 
the motiVes of the French in giving us fliCh frequent 
qifturbances from that quarter, and the great reafon 
yve have had on our fide; repeatedly to attempt the 
:reduction of that place. 

Qy E BEe was reduced I go years lince, in the reign 
of King Charles 1. viz. A. D. 1629, by admiral 
Kirk or Kertk,. with a fleet from England. But it 
was f0011 -af~er delivered up to France again in purfu­
ance of a treaty, viz. 1632. And as it did not fall 
clireCtly within the defign of this Appendix to {peak 
a,t a,Jl of this expedition, it is pafTed over with a bar~ 
mention of there facts; which are taken notice of 
chiefly VI ith a view to the following obfervations. 

F FATtUR 
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, FA THE R Charlevoix, the noted French Jefuit and 
hifl:orian, tells us, that tho' the French court was 
much fhocked and offended at the Englifh for taking 
~ebec: yet, excepting reafons which touch'd their 
honor, there were m~my who doubted whether they 
had fultained any real lois thereby; and whether it were 
expedient to demand the reil"itution of it *. It feem~, 
according to this hifl:orian, that there was a great dl­
viuon in the court of France upon this point. It was 
warmly debated; and many reafons were affigned by 
fame, why the refticution of ~ebec ihould not be 
inHfred on. Thefe reafons, or objeCtions, were par­
ticularly anfwered by thofe on the other~, fide of the 
quefl:ion, who finally prevailed. By tb.jj latter it was 
faid, amongfl: other things, that the climate of New 
France would grow milder by degrees as the country 
was more and more opened -: That this could hardly 
be doubted, fince it was fituated under the fame pa­
rallels with the mofl: temperate countries of Europe: 
That the climate was healthy, the foil fertile: That 
with a little labour the inhabitants might procure all 
the conveniencies of life: That France might every 
year fend a fmall number of families~ fome foldiers, 
with fome young women that could well be fpared, 
for breeders, and difpo{e of them in Canada, in [ucb. 
a manner that they might extend them(elves in propor­
tion as they multiplied, That this would be an excel­
lent nurfery for feamen: That the peltry, or furr­
trade, would alfo be of conGderable advantage: That 
for fhlP- building, the forefts of Canada would furnifh 
them with an ample iupply, being, as they faid, with­
'Out contradiction, the finefl: in the univerfe, And lafl:-

* -" Mais les raifons d'honneur a part, bien de gens douterent 
fi ron avoit fait une veritable perte, & nOl a propos de deman­
der la reftitution de QEebec." 

1y, 
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Iy, That only the motive of keeping the Englifh from 
making the17lJelves too powerful in this part of Americ?, 
by joining both fides of tbe river St. Lawrence to fo 
many other provinces, where they were already well 
eftabJiihed, was more than fi1ficient to induce thein to 
make a point of recovering fi0ebec, whatever it coft 
theJn *. 

I T is not to be wondered at, that thefe reafons prep 
vailed in the court of France. It were needlefs to ob­
ferve how puncrually the French have regarded them 
ever fince; particularly in fending over a number of fa­
milies and /ome foldiers every year, with lome women., 
that they might extend themfelves gradually as they en-

. creafed; or, in other words, make encroachments 
upon us; and, in conjunEtion with the favages, keep 
u, from becoming too powerful in North-dmerica. At 
the fame time, thefe things, and the French aCting all 
along upon thefe maxims, without any regard to 
juftiCe, humanity or honor, equally !how that our re­
peated ftruggles and efforts to retake ~lebec, tho' 
not by way of treaty, as they did, and as they have 
taken ma,ny other places firft and ]aft, but by force of 
arms, were not without fufl1cient grounds. Whether 
~he fame reafons will, or will not, hold equally good 
for maintaining Qllebec to the laft, or at any rate 
whatever within the bounds of juftice, belongs not 
to us to determine.-There are others who know far 
better:, what can, and what is fit to be done, than we 
can pretend to; in whofe wifdom, integrity and pa­
triotifin, we may fafely confide, as it is our dl,lty to do • 

. 11< .. Enfin, que Ie fcul motif d'empecher le~ A nglois de fe rendr~ 
" trop puiifans dans cette partie de l'Amerique, en joiguant les 
•• deux bards du Fleuve S. Laurent a tant d'autres provinces, ou 
., ils avoient deja de bons etabliffemens, etoic plus pue fuffifant 
"pour nous engager a recouvrer ~ebec, a qudque prix que ce 
,. tut." Hift. et Defcript. de la N. France, Tome 1. Liv IV. 

F 2 I fiA~ 
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1 HAR I have been too long in this introduCl:ory 
pJ.rt of the Appendix: But the beft apology that can 
be made, is to proceed direCtly to the propofed nar­
rative. 

TB E firft of the two former expeditions aga~nft 
~ebec and Canada, of which fame account was to 
be given, was in the reign of King William III. fixty­
nine years ago, viz. A. D. 1690' No Britiih troops 
were employed therein. But the people of New­
England, having been continually molefted by the 
Canadians, and the Indians in their intereft; and 
having been very fuccefsful this fatTIe year in redu­
cing Port-Royal, now Annapolis, with all Nova­
Scotia, refolved on this more important and arduous 
enterprize againft ~lebec. For it was then, arid in­
deed long before, plainly feen, that we were never to 
expeCt any peace or quiet in thefe northern BritiIh co­
lonies, while ~lebcc was in the hands of fuch neigh- , 
bours as the French. Sir 'William Phips, the next 
Year Governor of the Maifachufetts-Bay, was a lo­
ver of his native country, and of an aCtive genius. 
He was accordingly a zealous promoter of this expe­
dition, and was put at the head of it, as commander 
in chief. 

IN this expedition. there failed from the port of 
Boilon, thirty-rwo frigates and tranfports, having 
on board, befides feameo, ~bout 2000 New-England 
troops. The largeft ihip, or admiral, carried 44 
guns. The [ealon was far too much advanced before 
the fleet took its departure from Bofton, whicl} was 
not till the 9rh of AllgUft. It did not arrive before 
Q~Jebec till the 5th of Oc1:ober. A thoufand Eng­
lith provincial troops, with 15°° Indians, were to 
have marched about the fame time from Albany, and 

to 
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to have proceeded by the way of Lake Champlain, in 
or.der to attack Montreal, or at leaf!: to divide the 

.. French forces, and make a diveruon that way, in [.1-
vour of the fleet and army up the river Sr. Lawrence; 
and thereby facilitate the deGgn of reducing ~lebec, 
which was the grand point in view. But, for certain 
reafons which cannot here be particularly mentioned, 
the forces did not proceed at the weilward, according 
to the original plan. Which, in part, occauoned the 
fubfequent mifcarriage of the expedition up the river: 
I fay in part; for there were other caufes concurring; 
particularly ficknefs amongfl: the troops there, and, 

. pollibly, want of fufficient experience in the officers 
for fuch an undertaking; to the fucce[s whereof, bra-
very. was not the only thing neceffary. . 

Oaober the 6th, Sir William fummoned the French 
governor, count Frontenac, to furrender; f,rom whom 
he received the following anfwer, "That Sir William 
"Phips, and thofe with him" were traitors to their 
H King *, and had taken up with that Ufurper the 
~, PRINCE of ORANGE, and had made a revolution, 
" which if it had not been made, N. England and the 
" French would have been ALI, ONE; and that no 
" other anfwer was to be expected from him, but 
" what ihould be from the mouth of his cannon." 
[Magnal.] The winds continued fa high and boifter-

. ou~, that<...it was irnpracticable for the army to land 
before the 8th, when all the effeCtive men, being about 
I4.o0, were landed tlnder the command of Jieutenant­
~eneral Vyalley, about 5 miles below the city, on the 
nardi-fide of the river. They had that day fome ikir­
mifhes with the enemy; a few being killed on both 
fides. They advanced fome way towards the city; but 
the cold w~s now fo feyere, that the feet and hands of 

!If James II. 
. F ' .. 3 m .. ny 
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many were frozen; and others were taken fick with 
the Small-Pox. Befides: the enemy having feafonably 
learnt, a confiderable time before, that- they were in no 
danger of having any rlifrurbance towards Montreal, 
our army that way having returned, drew all their 
ftrength from thofe parts; regular troops, Canadians 
and Indians; and in iliort made themfelves much fu­
peri or in the field. Thefe were fufficient reafons for not 
advancing farther towards the city, in order to aifault, 
or befiege it; and the troops were foon re- imbarked. 
Sir William, however, in the mean time, had brought 
fome of the ihips up to bombard the city; and had his 
own lhip {hot thro' in near 100 places. A French wri­
ter, Baron La Honton, then at Q,pebec, makes him­
felf very merry with this bombardment; teUing his 
reader, that hereby the place fuffered damage to the 
amount of about" 5 or 6 pifl:oles." He is alfo very fe­
vere on the conduCt of Sir VliJ1iam. He fays, "he 
" could not have done leis than he did, if the French 
.. had hired him to frand frill with his hands in his 
"pockets." This is doubtlefs an injurious reflection 
on him. For confidering the bad weather, the cold, the 
ficknefs, the fmallnefs of his force, the failing of the in­
tended diverfion at the wefrward, and the confequent 
ftrength of the enemy at ~lebec, it was hardly pof­
fible to have done more than he did; tho' that was 
indeed but very little to the purpo[e. 

I T was Sir William's defign, notwithftanding thefe 
difco"ragements, afterwards to have landed the troops 
in the face of the city, under cover of his cannon, and 
to have taken it by :fl:orm; the troops, as well as him­
[elt~ being frill full of fpirit and refolution. But foon 
after, '" a violent ftorm arofe that feparated the fleet, 
'-' and the [now and the cold became io extreme, that 
~~ they could not continue in thufe quarters any lon-

ger." 
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'c ger." And it was probably well for them, all cir-
,cumftances being confidered, that they did not at­
tempt to put this latter defign into execution; the 
enemy being at leaft 3 or 4,000, and perhaps 5 or 
6,000 {trong. 

To fay that the fame number of veteran troops, 
under an experienced commander, and other regularly 
bred officers, could not have done more under the 
fame circumftances, is rnuch more than I prefume to 
do. But yet it can hardly be fuppofed pollible, even 
for fuch to have reduced tbe city, under all thofe dif­
advantageous circumftances. 

THUS ended this expedition, with the 10fs of about 
1000 men in the whole, and feveral tranfports in their 
return from ~ebec: An expedition, certainly ilI­
timed, being undertaken fo late in the year. And 
hereby was incurred an heavy charge to this govern­
ment; which gave rife to the firft emillion of a paper 
currency among llS; a moft pernicious fcbeme, the 
bad effe,cts of which we have not got over to this day; 
the fortunes of many, and perhaps the morals of more; 
having been ruined by it. 

HOWEVER, we ought to fpeak with honor of Sir 
William Phips. Tho' neither his education, nor his 
experience afterwards, and pollibly not his genius, 
qualified him either for the profoundeft policy, or for 
'a great military command, he was a brave, honeft 
man, of an enterprifing turn, a lover of his country, 
and zealous for its honor and fervice; qualities which 
certainly make his character and memory refpettable. 
And here, at the clofe of this brief account of his un­
fortunate expedition, it will not be amifs to fpeak of 
one circumftance ,to his honor, told in the Lives of 

I F 4 the 
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the Admirals before-mentioned, tho' relating to quite 
another Affair. Sir William, then only captain Ph ips, 
heid, by the interceffion of Chriftopher, Duke of Albe­
marie, obtained a fhip of King Charles II. in order to 
fii11 on a rich Spanifh wreck on the coaft of Hifpani'o­
la. He went, and returned without making the de· 
fired difcovery; a c(;lnfiderable proportion of the pro­
fits arifinO' from which, was to have gone into the 
Xing's coffers, for the expence he had been at in fit". 
ting out the fbip. Captain Phips being again fitted 
out by private adventurers on tne fame deugn, made 
the difcovery; and returned to England with 300,0001. 
Sted. in filver, "On his arrival, there wanted no~ 
{ome, who would have perfuaded the King to feize 
his {hip and cargo, under the pretence that captain 
Phips had not given an exaB: information, when he 
applied for licence, and the royal affiftance: But his 
Majefty generoufiy anfwered, that he knew the cap­
tain to be an honeft tnan, and a man of honour; and 
that if he had brought home twice as much treafure, 
his proprietors i110uld divide it. His Majefty farther 
expreifed his fatisfa:ction by knighting him." Lh)eJ 
of tbe Admirals, vol. '2,. p. 376, .. 

. THE other fonper, and much greater expedition 
a:::rainft Quebec and Canada, was in the reian of fluee. n o _ b ~ 

Anne, twenty-one years after the above-mentioned, 
viz. A. D. 17 I I. The late Lord Vifcount Bolin­
broke, then onlyIVIr. St. John, fecretary of ftate to 
the ~leen, appears to have had the chief hand in 
planning and direEring this expedition. There were 
[ent from England· either I I or 12 line of battle-Ihips, 
(for aCCO;1nts differ) I frigate, 2 bombs with their 
tender, and 32 traniports with feveral regiments, 
making in all upwards of 5000 men ; as aHa 8 tranf­
pens. and tenders belonging to the train of artillery. 

. Sir 
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Sir Hovenden Walker was the admiral of the Beet; 
and gener~lHill commander in chief of the Britifh 
troops. Itfeems they were delayedfome time in the 
channel of England by contrary winds; at which Mr. 
fecretary ~t. John, in his letters then written to the 
admiral, expreffes the greateft ,oncem and uneafinefs. 
After being put back ieveral times, 'from the 28th of 
April to the 5th-of May, the fleet at length proceeded 
from Plymouth, and continuing its voyage, arrived at 
Bofton June the 24th, without any material difafter; 
when the troops were debarked, and encamped for 
fome time on Noddle's lfiand. To thde were joined 
_two regiments from the Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode­
Iflana and New-Hampiliire; all which were deftined 
agitinft QEebec and Canada, by the way of St. Law­
rence. 

GENERAL Nicholfon was at the fame time to take 
under his command a body of militia from Connecti­
cut, New-York, and the Jerfies, together with the 
Indians of the Five, aJias Six Nations, which we com­
monly, tho' not quite properly, blend all together 
under the general name of Mohawks. This army 
under the Ian mentioned general, was to proceed by 
the way of Lake Champlain, in order to attack Mont­
real, or at leaft to make a diverfion in thofe parts; 
and by keeping the enemy at bay there, to forward 
the reduction of ~ebec by the fleet and principal 
army. With this view they proceeded from Albany 
towards the lake; tho' not till the 20th of Auguft. 
Of what number this army confined, I have either 
never exactly learnf, or have forgotten; probably 
about 3000 including Indians.' This army we now 
leave in its progrefs towards the lake, and return to 
the other army and the fleet.. . 

I T is faid by fame, that thefe were delayed at Bof­
ton a long time for want of neceifary provifions, forne 

feamen, 
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"feamen, &c. and this through the negligence, or ra": 
ther the mercenary and wicked ddigns of certain per­
fons here, whofe bufinefs it was to forward them with 
all pollible expedition. The admiral and general, to 
b:,: fure, were lOLld in their complaints, not againft 
particular perfons only, but the government in ge­
neral. For the former, in one of his letters to gover­
nor Dudley, then in the chair, expreifes himfelfin the 
iollo\ving terms: " I concur, fays he, with the opi­
nion of all the fea and land officers here, that the go­
"uernment of this colony have prejudiced the prefent 
expedition, inftead of afIifting it." And fuch repre­
fentati,ons were fent home, of this matter, as left, for 
fome time, impreffions .on the minds of many perfons 
there, much to the prejudice and diladvantage of this 
government. As to the negligence, ill deGgns, or ill 
conduCt of fome particular perfons; thus far the ac­
cufation might pallibly be jufl:; which, however,· I 
do not affert. Bur the imputation, as it refpected the 
government, and people in genera t, was doubtlefs a 
OJ • 

very unworthy one, to fay nothing worfe of it. No 
government could well be more zealous in promoting 
any expedition; all the people i.n general had the fuc­
cds of it greatly at heart; and it may be added, that 
as much was done by the government to promote it, 
as could well be done.' confidering their circumftances, 
and that they had lIttle ~r no previous warning to 
make the needful preparatIOns. A great genius, Jer. 
Dummer, Efq; while ag~nt for this province at the 
court of London, in his excellent defence of our char­
ter, long fince did the government and province juf­
tiee: and wiped off thefe foul and bafe a1perfions, by 
fetting. this matter in a true and clear light. 

BUT to whatever caule or ca~fes, the delay of the 
fleet a~d army at Boilon was OWIng, the faCt is, that 
they dId not proceed trom hence on the expedition till 

July 
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July the 30th; much too late for fuch an enterprif~ 
at fuch a diftance, thro' fuch a navigatio,n, and in fuch 
a country as Canada. The fleet, when it took its de­
parture from hence for the river, confifted of about 6& 
or 70 fail, having on board 6,463 froops, including 
the provincials. Being got into the gulph of St. 
Lawrence, and having t,.ken a French prize, th~ peo­
pl~ of which gave the mofr difcouraging and for­
midable accounts poffible, the admiral in his journal 
writes thus, Auguft 15th; from whence it will ap­
pear, not only how much he was deceived in fame 
refpects, but how much he was difconcerted by that 
ffii:ans: "Having informed myfelf by all means poi-:' 
fible, fa\'s he, of the nature of Canada river, both 
from th~ French and Englifh, I frill perceive there 
were more difficulties to furmount than could have 
been imagined; for the mailer of the French prize, 
who had made forty voyages, as he told me, in that 
river, out and home, affured me no fhip ever winter'd 
there, but hazarded evr::ry thing, rather than let the 
froft overtake them. That between the mouth of the 
river and ~ebec, being about I 30 l~agues, there was 
neither road, bay, or harbour, where ihips could be in 
tolerable fecurity; that he never found ground, tho' he 
tried with a line of 400 fathom; that the thore was 
freep too all along, bemg exceeding high and moun­
tainous, and ~n man: places you fhould have 100 fa­
thom within a cable's length of the fhare; in fame 
parts as deep water, and the fhips fides touching the 
rocks. That it has been impoffible for any perion--­
to know the currents-- '; that fogs and Jlorms were fo 
frequent, as they might well be efteemed continual," 
&c. &c. But thefe things I leave without pretending 
to determine, whether this admiral were then the more 
eafy believer, or the FrenchlJlan the greater L---r~ 
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ON the 18th of Auguft the fleet was not far from 
the mouth of the river; but the wind blowing hard 
againft them, as the admiral fays, he put into the bay 
of Gafpee, to the fomhward. There they were de­
tained till the 20th, when they made fail for the river. 
The night of the 23d, being thick and dark, and the 
advice of the Englifh pilo(s, as they declared, not 
being followed by the admiral, proved fatal to part 
of the fleet, and put an end to this expedition. Being 
entered the river as far as the Egg-Wands on the nor­
thern 'fuore, eight tranfports were there caft away, 
and near 1000 people perifhed ; amongft whom, how­
ever, there were none of the New-EngIaJ,J.d troops. 
About ten days after, the fleet put into Spanii1n river 
in the ifland of Cape-Breton. After conrnIting there 
fome time, what was to be done, particularly whether 
any thing fhould be attempted againfi: the enemy at 
Placentia on Newfoundland, it was at length deter­
mined ina council both of land and fea officers, that 
it was impracticable to do any thing, except to return 
direaIy to England, after giving general Nicholfon,. 
whom we left in his progrefs towards Montreal, ad­
vice of the difail:er which had befallen them: For his 
now going forward could anfwer no valuable end. 
The fleet accordingly took its departure from Spanifh 
river Sept. 16. In a fhortpaffage they were in found­
ings near the Britifh channel; and, Oct:. 16, the ad­
miral's lbip then lying at anchor at Spithead, was 
blown up, with moO: of his papers, and many people 
on board, the admiral himfelf being on fllore. No 
difcovery was ever made by. what means this hap­
pened. Some have thought It was not an accidental 
thing, but done with deilgn, as being the moil: expe­
ditious and fafeft wa~ of fettling the voyage. How­
eyer this fuggefrion !cems hardly credible. 
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THUS ended the {econd grand expedition againfl: 
Canada; that of admiral Kirk mentioned above, not 
being here reckoned as one. "The charge incurred 
by the province of the Manachufetts-Bay was iome­
thing more than 24,000 l. fterling, allowed by par­
liar:nent." Doug. Summ. 

TiiERE were three circumftances efpecially, at­
tending this expedition, either of which might proba­
bly have proved fatal to the fuccefs of it without the 
other two. In the firft place, it was much too late 
in the year before the fleet failed from England. In 
the. next, feafonable notice had not been given here, 
to make preparation for its arrival, and for that part: 
which the colonies were to bear in the enterprize. And 
lafrly, there was want of a number of thoroughly and 
fufficiently experienced pilots for the river; at leaft~ 
of fuch as the admiral, who was doubtlefs a gentle­
man of very good fenfe and accompliihments, could. 
place full confidence in, and rely upon; which feems 
to have entirely difconcerted him. Some have hinted 
at deep, dark, and treacherous defigns, relative to 
this expedition. Nor 'is it ftrange that there ihould 
have been fome fufpicions of this fort, confidering 
who were then at the helm, and how fome other mat­
ters were carried on about that time. But that there 
was really any treachery in the cafe, is by no means 
clear, or certain; and perhaps, upon laying all things 
together, very improbable. However, it is quite be­
yond the defign of this Appendix, to make any fort of 
inqlliry into that matter; which, to be fme, would 
be of no advantage to thofe, whofe gratification was 
propofed hereby .. 

As the account of thefe two expeditions was intrO­
duced with the mention of one which preceeded them, 

when 
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when both Canada and New-England were in their 
infant frate ;it may be followed with the mention of 
another) which was planned fJnce tl1efe; but without 
being cat"ried into extcurion, or 10 much as attempted, 
except fo far as the enliiting of. troops here for that 
end. This was duri11g the Iaft war, viz. in 17+6. 
The orders from Great-Britain for making thefe le­
vies, were dated in April that year. Many troops 
were raifed in the colonies on fo important an occa­
fion; fome of which were rendezvous'd at Saratoga 
above Albany. But at length, to our great furprize 
and mortification, in October of the following year, 
orders were received here for clifbanding the troops. 
Why this defign was not then profecuttd, there are 
others that know better than the author of thefe few 
pages. 
, BUT be thankful, my countrymen and fellow·fub­

jects, that what all who have well underftood, and 
hearril y defired, the true intereft of BritiCn America, 
ever efteemed the grand, eifential point, is now gained. 
QUEBEC, after repeated frruggles and efforts, is at 
length reduced: QUEBEC, I had almofr called it 
that Pandora's box, from whence unnumbered plagues 
have ifiued for more than an hundred years, todittre[s, 
to enfeeble, to lay wafte, thefe northern colonies; 
and which might, perhaps, in the end have proved 
fatal to them! An acquifition, the confequef1Ce of 
which, if maintained, muft prove, not only the utter 
ruin of the French power and int~reft in America; 
but in time, according to the natural courfe of things, 
the exalting of thefe little provinces and colonies, as 
it were into as many kingdoms; and confequently, 
the raiGng of the Britilh empire in Europe, on which 
they will continue dependent, to an height and dig­
nity amongft the nations, which it never knew before. 
However, althoLlgh this i~ not a fermon, it may be 

juii: 
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jufl: added here, that under the government and pro­
vidence of God, all this will depend, in fome mea­
fnre, on our own wifaol11, virtue, and piety: For 
even our profperity, without thefe qualities, may prove 
our ruin. A pagan faid wifely, whether juftly or not, 
as applied to ancient Rome, 

" Diis te minorem quod geris, imperas: 
" Hine omne principium, huc refer exitum" ! 

Which being put into a more chriftian ftiJe, in plain 
profe, may be expreifed thus : You are exalted above 
other nations, becaufe you are virtuous, and walk 
humbly with your God: From hence deduc~ the origin 
of your power, its increafe and grandeur; and to the 
contrary afcribe its fall !-Or YOti may take the fum 
of it in the words of a certain wife King, who £l.ou­
riilied in the days of old: " Righteoufnefs exalteth a 
nation, but fin is a reproach to any people." 

To conclude: However unfortunate the former 
expeditions againft Canada were, in the reigns of K. 
William and Q Ann, efpecially the latter, wherein 
the fleet met with fuch difficulties and difafters; the 
laft of all has been attended with fuch profperity, as 
wiIlgloriouOy diftinguifh the reign of K. GEORGE II. 
In the fuccefs of whofe fleets and arms the elements 
feem now to intereft themfelves, for bringing down 
the pride of France. 

" 0 nimium DILECTE DEO, cui militat rether, 
" Et conjurati veniunt ad c1affica venti!" Claud. 

OHEAV'N-BELOV'D! Thefkiestheirfuccourslend;l' 
Thy arms the tides, a,nd rolling [eas, befriend, ' 
A,nd winds confpiring on thy fleets attend! , 

T IL L pride lhall ceafe its neighbours to invade, 
And [wains at eafe enjoy their humble fhade : 

Till guilty fpears lhall ceafe to blufh with gore, 
And {words, be drunk with chriftian blood no more; 

Till 
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Till harmiefs thofe in pruning-hooks are fOl}nd,-. 
And thefe in plough-fuares n;ark the furrow'd ground, 
.Till e>;il'd PEACE returning from above 
To human-kind propitious, heav'nly dove! 
Shall olive to each clime, each coulltry bring, 
And fpr-ead o'er nations wide her foWring wing: 
Till wrath and hate ar_e banifu'd in their turn, 
And ev'ry br.eaft with-purer flames ihall burn ! 
Till then, 0 HEA V'N! till then indulgent fmile) 
Fr,eedom thy guardian care, and BRITAIN'S iile! 
Till then HER liberties prate&!:; for thofe, 
Not to her Monarchs, but-to THE.E fne owes •. 
OREATSOURCE of liberty !the Tyrant's AW~, 
BoundJefs in pow'r, but goodnefs full thy law, 
Till then fuch Kings as GEORGE to Britain leDd_; 
Such minifiers as PITT fucceffive fend; 
Such admirals as late have rul'd the main; 
Such generals as fought on AnRAH'M's * plain; _ 
(WOLFE, not till death immortal; NAl\IE renowll'd 1) 

Or AMHERST fiill with annual laurels crown'd ! 
~o lawlefs power fhaIl hend., and Britain'q rife, 
That creep in dufr, and this alCend ~hcfkies, 
Whi':leearth's opprelfors half- repentanlftand, 
Aw7d by the jMhce of her lifted hand; _ 
And wild ambition feels THY chafr'ning,wd 
-Till' KINGS MO:ST CHHlsTIANmay.....;;,believe A GOD 1 

~ The late fidd of battIe ne8rOEcbcc, {a called. 

Lately pztbliJhed, in One Volu.n,1e, 0 eTA V 01, 

13.,1' tbe fame AUTHQ.R, 

S E R M 0 N S upon the fo]]'W\oj,llg .SubjeCl:s, viz. 

O· N hearmg the V/ord.-On receiving it with Meeknefs.-O~ 
'. . renauncin~'grofs~mmora]iti~s,-O-n the:Necdu,tx of obey­
Ing; the GQfpeL-On bemg f~l1n~ 111 L Lnll:.-On J u!bilCatl0n by 
FnJth.-On the Na.ture, Pnnclple, and Extent of Evanoelical 
Obediettc'e-.-Ol'lthe Deccitfulnels of the Heart, and Goll" Know­
ledge hereof.-On the Shortne[s and Vailir;y of human Lif.e : And 
on the true yalue, U[~ anJ. End of Lite, together with tife 
ConduCivenef$ of ReJigioJ} to j:w!ong, 2,\~d make it happy. 




