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dear young charge, and aU around you. 
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SERMON~ 

And the men of the city said unto Elish{(, 
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city 
Z"S pleasant, as my lord seeth: Imt tile water 't's 
naugM, and the ground harren. 

And he said, Bring me a new cruse, auel pit! 

salt therein. And they hrought it to him. 
Aud he went flrtlt ~tnto tht: spring of the 

waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, 
Thzls saith the Lord, I have healed the8e wa
ters,. tllere shall not hefrom thence any more 
death or barren land. 

So the waters were healed unto tMs da:v, 
according to the say£ng of Elisha width Ite 
spake. 

II. KINGS, eh. 2, v. 19-22, inclusive. 

THE continual miracles which were wrought 
by Elisha were testimonies from Heaven of his 
divine mission. The divided waters of Jordan, 
and the healed spring at Jericho, were evi
dences to himself tbat what he had entreated 
of his late Master would be granted to him 
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and that a double portion of Elijah's spirit 
rested upon him; and they proved to the sons 
of dw Prophets in general that, though their 
latc iSpiritual fathe~' had been removed from 
them, they still had a Prophet anlOng them. 

The men of Jericho came, we are informed, 
to :Elisha, to make a request which shewed 
their belief that he 'was truly sent by GOD.

The stream "hieh watered their town was 
ullwllOlesolllf:: "and the men of the city said 
~, Hltto Eli:-;ha,-Bchold! I pray thee the situ
•. ation of this city is pleasant, as my Lord 
'" seeth." 

The situation of their city must have been 
plea:oant indeed. I t had tempted Hiel, the 
llethelite, in d~'fiance of the well-known curse 
of Joshua, (VI. 26,) to rebuild the city, laying 
the foundation of it, as had been threatened, in 
the death of his first-born, gradually losing his 
children, one after another, as he proceeded in 
his impious work, and finishinl!" it, or settincr 

'"'- CJ ~ 

up the gatci; of it, ill the death of his youngest.t 
~,lose~, of old, had alluded to its beauty, and 
had caIL~\1 it the city of the palm trees.~~
But pleasant as its situaton was, and great as 
its fanner athanta;::,'cs of soil must have been, 

" Deut. -"-""-IY. 3. 
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which could induce people to dwell on a spot 
so accursed, and so nea\" to the noisome lake 
of Sodom, yet the sins or its inhabitants caused 
a curse to cleave to it. The LORD, who tur
neth "rivers into a wilderness, and the water
"springs into dry ground, and a fruitful land 
"into barrenness, for the wickedness of 
"them that dwell therein,"::: made the 
waters of this delightful spot unwholesome, 
and its soil unfruitful. "The situation of this 
city is pleasant, as my lord seeth, but the 
water is naught and the gl'Ound barren." 

When Elisha heard their request he seems 
to have resolved to give them a proof of the 
power of his GOD, who could work by instru
mentsthe most simple. He pursued the same 
course in this instance which he pursued, after
W~lI'<js, in the case of N aaman the leper, §-the 
same which' OUl' blessed LORD still pursues in 
His own sacramental means of grace. That 
the excellency of the power might appear to 
he GOD'S, and not the effect of man's skill, he 
recommended a seemingly inadequate remedy. 
By this course he tried the faith of the people. 
He said, "Bring me a new cruse, and put salt 
therein." They did not ask cavilling and cap-

§ II. Kings, v. 10. 
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tiuus questions upon thig. - They did not say, 
H "Vhy a Crllse?" "Why a new one ?" "'Vby 
salt in it '?" "Can a greater quantity of ~alt 
lessen the brackish flavor of streams which 
are too salt already?" or "what can a small 
cruse of it avail, though its virtue should bL'" 
equal to that of our own balsam tree?" 

Like the faithful parent who, beneath the 
Christian dispensation, does not stop to ask 
"what virtue can there be in the water of 
sprinkling 1" "How can the prayer of a Priest 
be blessed to my child's regeneration?" but 
brings his child in Baptism to CHRIST, that it 
may be "born again of water and ofthe Spirit;" 
-Like the young believer who, when invited 
to the apostolic solemnity of Confirmation, does 
not say " What can the bles!'!ing of a fellow
man avail me?" but," LORD, what wilt Thou 
have me to do ?"-Like the humble Christian 
who, when reminded of the efficacy and gl'ace 
which may attend the ministrations of a divine
ly-commissioned priesthood, does not reply, 
with Korah, "All the congregation are holy," 
but listens with meek heart and due reverence 
to those who are set over him by the Lord;
Like the faithful penitent who, when invited 
to the LORD'S Table, does not say "What 
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can bread and ,yine ayail to the support of a 
soul burdened with sin "?" but comes and does, 
as the LORD commanded, in remembrance of 
Himself :-so the",e believers at Jericho, when 
the LORD'S Prophet said "Bring me a new 
cruse, and put salt therein," brought it to him 
without any hesitation or doubting. 

Then Elisha went forth with the salt-cruse 
in his hand ;-But he did not look to the broad 
and foaming Jordan, which was near: he did 
not seek the nefll"er rapids, which made up the 
aggregate' of the waters of Jericho: but he 
traced the streamlet at the back of their city 
through its mazy windings, through groves of 
palm, and swamps, and barrens, till at some 
distance, it may be, on the wilderness of 
Bethaven, he discovered a gushing fount, the 
spring of the waters which brought disease to 
the town's inhabitants and barreliness to their 
soil. " He went forth unto the spring of the 
waters, and cast the salt in there." 

To this circumstance I would fix the attention 
of my readers; and may the Holy Spirit bless 
the meditations which a consideration of it may 
suggest to us. 

In vain might the Prophet have purged the 
waters oftheil' town with a c<1ntinual miracle, if 
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he had left the fountain-head ulltouched.
They would have needed a cOlltinual cleansing, 
and the wan crowd might, from timc to time, 
have waited the season of his coming with as 
much anxiety as that with which the diseased 
throng '."atched for the presiding angel in the 
cloisters of BethesuaA;-

But the heaven-directed PropI:let '" WCllt 

forth unto the spring and cast the saIt in there." 
I. Now are we not, in this conduct of Elisha, 

reminded of the method which every spiritual 
physician should adopt in bis endeavours to 
eradicate the -various symptoms of moral evil 
which deform the world? Does it not bring 
to our recollection the advice of the wisest of 
men, "Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life !" § Nay, are we 
not reminded of the precepts of CHIHST ,

t "Those things which proceed out of the 
mouth come forth from the heart, and they 
defile the man: for out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies; these are the 
things which defile a man :"-and again, II in 
another place, "Either make the tree good and 

,~ John v. 2-4. § Provo IL 23. -

t Matt. xv. 18~~O. II Matt. XII. 3'2-3-1. 



11 

his fruit good, or, else, make the tree corrupt 
and his fruit corrupt, for the tree is known by 
his fruit. 0 generation of vipers! How can ye, 
being evil, speak good things, for out of tlie 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
A good man, out of the g'ood treasure of. the 
heart, bringeth forth good things, and an evil 
man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil 
things." Are we not reminded of the case of 
the Jews whose lieart is,' to this day, veiled 
when :Moses is read, and of the Gosp~l which 
is now hid or yciled, to them that are lost; :I: 
who hug their delusions and are uncircumci:,:cd 
in heart and ears, and so deserve to perish '? 

Let us begin the reformation of ourselves and 
of the world around us, at the very spring' and 
well-head of the evil. It will be in vain to 
endeavour to turn hack the tide of evil passions 
in their deep and turbid channel. Their course 
cannot be staid hy such a method. Those who 
strive against the stream, or expect the cure to 
work up backwards to the secret spring, will 
lose their labor. The fountain must be purged. 
"Our heart," as Bishop Hall obsel'ves, "Our 
" heart is a well of bitter and venomous water; 
" our actions are the streams. In vain shall we 

:; IT. Cor, IT', 3. 
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" deanse our hands while our hearts are evil." 
All washing which does not cleanse the dark 
chambers of pollution which arc within the 
heart will be but as the washing of Pilate, which 
did not cleanse him from his iniquity,-or as the 
painting of a Sepulchre, wh.ich leaves it ~till all 
loathsome within. All moral reformation which 
is built upon any other foundation than that 
which is laid in the new creature in CHRIST 
JESUS, will be but as an house built upon the 
sand, or as the unskilful daubing of un tempered 
mortar. Let us, therefore, pray for the grace 
of GOD'S quickening spirit, that our hearts may 
be renewed and a right spirit created within us, 
that our hearts may be seasoned with salt, that 
our thoughts may be purged, and that our 
actions, in consequence, may glorify our GOD 
and Savior in all things. Let us not fIattel' 
others, or content ourselves, with the hope of an 
imperfect reformation, lest it be said of us, as of 
Judah, that "she turned not unto the LORD 
with her whole heart, but feignedly." Let us 
teach others, and learn ourselves, to love the 
LORD with all our heart, and with all our soul, 
and with all our mind. Ifwe keep this first and 
great commandment we shall find all other 
duties easy and natural. They flow from this as 
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unconstrainedly as l'ivers flow from the pm'ent..;. 
spring :-" He that loveth GOD keepeth His 
commandments." ~(~ He whose treasure is in 
heaven has his heart there also.t His conver
sation will be of Heaven, and 1'n Heaven. He 
will steadfastly look up thither: In heart and 
mind he will be continually ascending thither; 
and there he will continually dwell with his 
agcended Savior, till he sees those heavells 
opened, and the glory of GOD, and JEsus stand..; 
ing at the right hand of GOD. 

II. Another very profitable reflection may 
be drawn from the conduct of the prophet. 

'V ere applicatioH made to him to heal the 
unwholesomeness of the waters of which so 
many in a crowded town complained,-would 
he be regardless of the broad expanse, which, 
like this before us, wafts the commerce of other 
climes to our very doors, but, going to the back 
of your town, would he trace some ri,-ulet, 
along it's marshy current, to it's source amid 
the woods, and finding the spring, would he 
cast the salt in there? 

My friends and neighbors! what would be 
his course if we were to tell him that the LORD'S 

day is very often profaned among us? that our 
, Jolm XIV. 15. t Luke XII. 34. ~ 
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churches are deserted, our sacraments neglected, 
-that our streets are frequently the scenes of 
drunkenness, and that sounds of revelry distmh 
the stillness of our Sunday evenings? 'Vhat 
if we were to tell him that there were several iii 
the present generation who do not regard the 
~hastity of their persons, or the souls of their 
oependents, or the truth of their words; or the 
intcYgrity of their dealings ?-. -'Vhy,-he would 
~ommand us to train up the rising generation in 
the way wherein they should go, that, so, when 
they hecame old, they might not depart from 
it; II that before the great and dreatlful day ofthe 
J .. OHD, the hearts of the fathers might be turned 
to the children, § and the hearts ofthc children 
to their fathcl':O;, lest the LORD come and smite 
the place with a curse. So would he go forth 
unto the spring, and cast the salt in there. 

Thc intC'rcsi. which the Prophct took in the 
collegcs of the sons of the Prophets, which 
were at .J cricho and at Bethel, should inform 
us this. l .. ct not this example be lost upon 
ns. The projJj~acy of the present race, and 
t heir carelessness in sacred things, is so noto
rious, that, alas! all obsernttion upon these 
~;ul~j('d§ !13S h('U)~11~' CO!!1mG!l-p!aee. It would 

Ii Pro\". XXII. 6. § Luke I. ]7. 
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be almost yain fur the Pl'eacher to pronounce, 
from the House of GOD, warnings against 
sinners who never enter that sacred threshold. 
He may steadily pursue his course, with the 
hope that the 'Voni of GOD may, through his 
means, be applied to the heads of some formal 
worshippers; but with the melancholy certainty 
that, to the eal's and hearts of the greater 
number who stand in need of his exhortations, 
and who never meet him there, they never can 
gam access, 
---{)ne great exec llcncy of the House of Prayer 

consists, however, in this, that, in united sup
plication, we may there intreat the LORD to turn 
the hardened from the error of their ways, that 
they may be converted and live. Who knows 
but that, in answer to our prayers, the LORD 

may, on Sunday next, turn and shed a blessing 
upon profligate or drunkard, who may be 
mispending those very moments which we 
shall be there striving in the Spirit to hallow 
and to sanctify'? I dare to say that I shall be 
alluding to feelings which many, who read 
this, will understan~, when I say that, to the 
widowed mother, the unrequited father, and 
the deserted wife, who are not attended in that 
House of GOD hy all who should be with them, 
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those pl'ayel's and those hopes are full of con
solation. They have found, amid their wounded 
spirit's sufferings, that it has been good for 
them to be there. O! ye, who, as ye walk to 
Zion, haye no arm of earthly relation to lean 
upon! may the petitions which you there make 
for your thoughtless offspring, your backsliding 
partners, your careless domestics, and your 
jeering neighbors, be recelYed! l\fay GOD in 
His mercy listen to the intercessions of His 
faithful people in behalf of those who do not 
pray for themselves! 

But you to whose charge innocent infants 
are committed, who, having been introduced 
into the Christian fold, are precious babes in 
CHRIST, you are yet strangers, (and strangers 
may you ever, ever, be!) to the tormenting 
apprehensions and the harassing pangs which 
they must experience whose chihll'cn are undu
tiful, "without natural affection," neglecters 
of GOD, and followers of the paths which lead 
to ruin here and condemnation hereaftel' ! 

VV ould you rejoice in your children's increase 
in every Christian gl'ace ? Would you joy in 
beholding; them living together, like brethren, 
and consenting to each other in mutual offices 
of love? 'Vould you have them become an 
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ornament to their christian profession, and an 
honor to YOUl'sehes? and able, hereafter, to 
speak when your spiritual enemies are at the 
gate.· Then bind the tender branches in the 
way in which you would delight to see :them 
grow: 'Vllat nature and religion more deci
dedly require of you in the case of your natural 
offspring, and of those for whose religious edu
cation you became sureties at their baptism,
tftat kindness extend, also; to yom· poorer neigh
bor's,-aye, and to every neighbor's, child ! 
Mould the i~lfant mind to holiness and purity 
before Sill ca.n shed its hlight;upon it. Yes! 
Parents and Teachers! Pour to Heaven your 
fervent entreaties that your pious labollrs may 
be blessed-that. 'Pthe :old Adam it1 these chi! .. 
dren may be so buried that the n~w man 'ma.y 
be raised up in them ;"" that all carnal affec
tions may die iniliem, and that all things 
belonging: to' the Spirit mayilive and grow in 
them ;" " that1hey may· have power and 
strength ·to have victOl'Y, and to triumph 
against the devil, the world;. and the flesh ;" 
'~that whosoever is dedicated to GOD by our 
office· and ministry, may,also, he endued with 
heavenly virtues; and everlastingly rewilrded." 
Do yO" ask 119w1Soon religious instruction may 
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be c,ommenceu'? J..iet the same sacramental 
office of your Chmch, which supplies you such 
forms of supplication, instruct you that infants 
" be taught so soon as they shall be able to 
learn" what a solenlll'vow, promise, and profes
sion, was made for them at their Baptism. Do 
you ask, again, "How soon they may be able 
to learn?" Let the Prophet reply : oJJ..~ "Whom 
shall we teach knowledge? and whom shall 
we make to understand doctrine? Them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn fl'om the 
breasts: for precept must be upon precept, 
precept, upon precept, line upon line, line 
upon line, here a little and there a little." As 
soon as. their artless tongues can lisp the name 
of " Our father who is in Heaven," lead them 
to inquire, in the language of Job, t '~Where 
is G.oD, my maker; who teacheth us more than 
the beasts of the field, and maketh us wiser 
than the fowls of Heaven T' If you value, 
yoursches, the benefits of Redempt.ion, and 
of the knowledge of Gon's word, and .of the 
inst.it.utions of your Apostolic Church, "Teach 
them your children, speaking of them when 
you sit UpOll your house and when you walk by 
the "*ay, when you lie down and when you rise 

• Isaiah XXYIII. g, 10. t Job xxxv. 11. 
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up. "t ,Above ,all, address yoursel yes to 'their 
imitative instinct, and teach them by your own 
example. You will thus stay the progress of cor
ruptionlin the rising race. You will have gone 
"forth unto the spring, and cast the salt in there." 

You may gather confidence in such a course 
from the success of our Prophet at Jericho,
"When he had so done,he said, Thus saith 
the LORD." ,After a faithful use of the re
vealed means, he gave, (as you must give) all 
the glory of the wonderful worl{ to GOD: 
" Tlms sa'ith the LORD, I have· healed these' 
waters; there shall not be from thence any 
more death 01' barren land." 

The compiler of these sacred' records, from 
which the text is taken, is supposed to':be' 
Ezra, and to have collected them four hundred' 
years after the event here noticed. He adds 
his own testimony to the miracle: "So the 
waters were healed unto this day, aceerdiIig 'to 
the saying of Elisha which he spake." To this 
we may add the testimony ora modern traveller· 
D' Arvieux has most diligently searched among 
the numerous brooks and gardens, which mark 
the site of ancient Jericho, for·bitter water and 
for barren ground; but inrvain. 

* Deut. VI. 7. 
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Such blessing, with its gracious influence 
purging, healing, cleansing, we, too, may ex
pect to come down upon the early instruction 
which we give OUl' children and the little ones 
around us. As patriots, who know that" righ
teousness exalteth a l'lation," weare called thus 
to go "forth unto the spring." As parents, 
who need not to be informed that "a fooltsh 
son is a grief t@ his father and bitterness to her 
that bare him," weare called to "cast lIhe 
salt in there." As reasoning beings, who are 
asked by onein:spired apo~tle "what son is he 
whomtbe ,farther chasteneth not 'I" and are 
informed by another that" the promise is to 
us and to our chiMren," we are engaged not 
to spare the salt: As followers of CHRIST, we 
are bound tofted Hl:slambs . 

.sut) in this evil gel'teratiOl'li ill' which false 
philosophy; on the one' side, would recommeml 
li'chemes of educa'tioh in which· Religion has no 
part,-· and as~ptie liberality, on the other, 
w01:.tld urge the adoption, oti some 8pUilliouscreed 
divested of aU the essentinlsof that religion 
which alone deserves the name: 'of Christianity, 
-we cannot be too cautious that the salt which 
wt' "cast into the :spring," and the "salt" 
which we have z'n ourseh'es, be the salt of the 
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sanctuary, pure and without alloy.' "Salt is 
g490d'; but if the salt have lo~t his s-avol', it is 
thencefo.rth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out and to be trodden under foot of men." § 

For the purity of the educntiol'l with which 
her rising generation shall be salted, the church 
has made every -provision ;-and the pries-ts of 
the-church are the surest guarante(~s. We look 
with the mGst Hvely intellesi to the infants of 
()tU" flock, and we -would wish so to' speak from 
the pulp-it that 'they might hear and under
~iland each word: we say upon each returning 
Sunday. Next to the fond p~n'eilts whom they 
have in the flesh, w/U)' may be conceived to take 
a-deeper interest ill their welfare, thap we in 
whose arms they were dedicated to the LOHD 
who bought them ?-than we, their spiritual 
fathers, who have begotten them oga,in in 
CHRIST JES(;S, through the Gospel? 

I declal~e' that, when I look around upon a 
Christian cOHigregatiOI1 of various ranks and 
ages, tIre respect-which I f-eel tOl' th€ boary 
head which is in the way of wisdom-the reve
rel1ce in which I hold the poor who retain their 
integrity amid temptation-and t,he bonds of 
Christian cammunioll: in which I feel myself 

§ Matt. v. 13. 
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knit to all, who, overlooking the imperfec
tion of the Minister, shew themselves humbly 
disposed to respect his authority and to receive 
his exhortations ;-all these feelings, warm as 
they are, and pregnant with the dearest inte
rest., to my soul, must yield to the affectionate 
anxiety with which I view, at one time, these 
young creatures lapped upon their parent:s 
knee, or, at another, dh'ecting inquiring eyes 
towards_ their teacher, from every part of the 
circle in which they are arranged to hear of 
CHRIST and of HIS love, of holiness, and hea
ven, and eternity! 'Vhen I think of the 
intricate conflicts of interest and ambition and 
passion,_ in which their older brethren are im
mersed in their pilgrimage,-of the erroneous 
yiews which the many entertain of the nature 
of CHRIST'S kingdom, and of the dispositions 
which are to make them fit for it,-I behold 
my Savior taking some one of these little ones, 
and setting him in the midst of us, and swear
ing, by Himself, ;if$ "Except ye be converted, 
and become" (not perfect, indeed-for perfect 
here we cannot be) "Except ye be converted, 
and become" (not perfect, indeed, but proml'-

81:ng) "as this little child, ye shall not enter 
'* Mutt. XVITI. 3_ 
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therein ;" and I hear the awful declaratiolt 
from the same lip of truth-" Whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea." t 
-- Do you deem that the counsel of the Church 
and the efforts of churchmen, as regards the 
early initiation of children- into the mysteries 
of evangelical truth, are directed to a visionary 
object ?-Let the pious author of "The 
Christian Year" t plead for my young charge: 

O! say not-dream not,-lleavenly notes 
To childish ears are vain, 

That the young mind at random floats, 
And cannot reach the strain. 

"' * 
'Vas not our LORD a little child, 

Taught, by degrees, to pray
By father dear and mother mild 

Instructed, day by day? 

* 

And loved HE not of Heaven to talk, 
With children in his ,sight; 

To meet them in H IS daily walk, 
And to HIS arms invite. § 

• 

Do not be unbelieving in your labor of love: 
In due season you will certainly reap, if you do 

t Matt. xvnr. 6. ::: Rev. J. Keble, Oriel ColI., Oxford. 
§ Article-" Catechitim.'~ 
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not faint. - To engage their love-to be the 
honored instrument of giving a ,moral tiil'eetion 
to their thoughts, and of training their young 
ideas to truth and c lvangelical holiness,-I 
would forego the fame which might reward the 
eloquence of a Paul, or an A pollos. I would 
gladl~' rest my title to a seat among the saints 
in Heaven, on my turning their young hearts 
to rig-hteousncss, on my going; forth to. the 
spring and casting my salt in there. 

I would make it known ]0 every parent of 
oUt' communion, that the Sunday School is 
open to his child; and I would urge on every 
one, who has the guardianship of the orphan, 
the pl:fpt'iety of his applying to himself the 
question of David--"Is there yet any of the 
house of my friend, that I may show the kind
ness of GOD unto him." II Those, too, who have 
been sponsors to any at .s<:lcl'al1lcnt of their 
Baptism, have an Oppol't~ity afforded them, 
by our I-illuda,r Schools, 0'( redeeming their, 
pledge, and of shewing "the kindness of GOD" 
for the children of their adoption. They may 

Provide for their j'outhful charo-e hein o' talwht 
~ b b' 

at the priest's lips, all such things as "christians 
ought to know and believe to their soul's health." 

II II. Sam. IX. 3. 



On the passage ~~f Jeremiah (xxxi. 34.)
"They shall all know me, fJ'om the least of them 
to the greatest of them, saith the LORD," some 
have conjectured that the order is there signi
fied in which the knowlege of the glory of GOD, 

which is to cover the earth, is to be communica
ted; and that the sacred leaven is to spread, 
fromtliflower classes of society, upwards, to the 
higll'fr: \Ve need not hazard, however, any so 
speculative a theory: But we may be convinced 
that the foundation of any gen~ral reformation 
must be laid in the improvement of all ranks 
of the rising generation; that out of the lips 
of stammerers GOD has ordained praise; and 
that the hearts of parents may thus be savingly 
turned to their children. 

It is our truest wisdom, as it is our clearest 
duty, then, to go forth unto the spring and to 
cast the salt in there. I t may so be allowed 
to us to exult with holy confidence, while we 
ascribe unto the LORD the praise,--"Thus saith 
the LORD,- I have healed these waters." So 
the waters frorn tMs da.lJ shall be healed, ac
cording to the saying of the LORD which He 
hath spoken :-There shall not be, any more, 
death, or dearth, or barren land, 01' unfi'uitful 
tree, in the garden of the LORD. EYen ~O, 

LORD, let it be! Amen! Amen! 


