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BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the sixteenth day of
Mazy, in the thirty.ninth year of the Independence of the
IS United States of America, John Low, of the said

district, hath deposited in th)s office the title of a Bowk,
the right whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

« An Impartial and Correct History of the War between the
United States of America, and Great Britain, declared by 2 law
of Congress, June 18, 1812, and co-xcluded by a ratification -
and exchange of a Treaty of Peace, at the city of Washington,
February 17, 1815. Comprising a particular detail of the
Naval and Military operations, and a faithful record of the
events produced during the centest; including, 1. The Presi=
dent’s Message to Congress of 1st June, 1812. 2. The report
of the Committee of Foreign Relatious of 3d June, 1312. 3.
‘The Act declaring War between the United States and Great
Britain. 4. The Treaty of Peace. 5. Niles’ List of Prizes,
captured during the War. 6. The Treaty of Peace of 1783.
‘Carefully compiled from Official Documents.”

In conforwity to the Act’of the Congress of the United States,
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and proprietors of such copies, during the time therein men-~
tioned.” And also toan Act, entitled ¢ An act, supplementary
to an act, entitled an act for the encouragement of Learning,
by sscuring the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books to the an-
thors and pron‘zetors of such copie during the times therein
mentioned, and extending the beneﬁta thereof to the arts of
(lcmgnmb, engraving and etching historical and other prints.”

THERON RUDD,
Clerk of the Southern District of New-York.



PREFACE,

et T @

No era, in the moral world, has excited the
public curicsity, or affected the general interest
of mankind, more than the discovery of a west-
ern continentin the year 1462, Attracted as the
public mind was by that event, yct its resulting
importance was not then fully anticipated by the
most e:?:travagant hopes or the most acute prog-
nostics. To convert the naiurzl riches of the
new world to the advantage of the ¢ld, was the’
only object which the km.gs of Eurcpe widhied to
accomplish, or intended to essay. Ileither king
nor subject expected that the western world
would become the seat of empires, independent
of European ruolers; much less did they expeect
that the future monarchs of the east would meet
in the new world, rivals capable of opposing and
defeating atterapts at continuing in political sub-
jection, the descendants ‘of emigrants, led to
the new continent by cupidity, driven to it hy
persecutiop_, or bm}isﬁed as an e:\:piation'of their
crimes,

It was not until long after the first.settlement
of America by Eor opeans, that it was sagacious.
ly observed, that ¢ the new world seemed deotmed
to give laws to the old.”” The observation drew
forth but_the derision or eontempt of the hearers
and readers. A prophecy so improbable-. and
which could not, it was supposed, be accomplish-
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ed, if ot o)}, in a hundred centuries, was deeméd
too puerile to be credited, and too distant to be
dreaded. : 7

The revolutionary wear gave the first substan-
tial proof that materials for all the purposes of
sclf-government existed in America. In proper-
tion as the genius and resources of the inhabitants
were developed, in the same degree did they find
advocates in the different parts of the world, who
clther saw with pleasure the successful prospect
which opened itself to the people of the United
States, (late Dritish colonies,) secretly encour-
aged and relieved them, or openly supported and

; them. The happy termination of this
contest ledt to the belief, that the theories of po-
litical prophets were not only probable, but their
immation less distant than had been hither-
to supposed.

The United States having, by the treaty of
peace of 1783; become a nation by the consent of
all ‘other mations, had as if to begin the world,
vithout any other capital than the virtue of the
citizens, and without security against foreign
ression, except what could be drawn from
their own courage and patriotisni.

As yet their population was little more than
three millions of inhabitants; the want of a well
consolidated confederation rendered the govern-
ment weak ; and the many incidents and difficul-
ties attending the attempt to reconcile varicus in-
terests with a general principle, increased this
difficulty. The speculations as to the future des-

CLI
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tinies of the people were various. England had
concluded peace pro forma, but she continued hos-
tile m fact. Great Dritain was but a small is-
land, yet her sovercign was a king over extensive
regions, and many islands in various parts of the
globe: the example of several of her colonies re-
jecting Lier aunthorizy and uniting in support.of
each other, was dangerous to the parent country
it was found impossible to subdue them by force:
it was determined to do so by intrigne, corrup-
tion and robbery.

The colonies remedied one great inconvenience
by forming a general constitution in 17389, which
stands an unrivalled instancs of putrictism, wis-
dom, and justice; a rapid growth of population
and extension of commerce, a cultivation of liter-

e

atare, arts and sciences were tust advanciag to a
point that would outrival England in every respect.

As this state of things advincad in Axn'le.yicu,
Lngland proceeded to i

o

olence and injustice,  Seeking for pritexts, in

1wes of increased vi-

principles novel, unkunown to OLher nations, and
even contravening her own establizhed practice,
she left to America the alternative of subwission
to her will or resistance by war; the 1att'er\ Was
resorted to.” : '
The history of the revolutionary war is alrea-
dy before the public. It is a valuable vecord of
what men determined to be free can do, This
war brought into @ phalan'{ that mass of militarty
patrl()mm, which, under the immortal YWanrow,
commenced its career of glory at Bunler-hill ;

4 r4
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and terminated it, under the immortal Wasning-
ron, at York Town.

The task now undertaken must be interesting
to every citizen of the United States. A record
of the second struggle against the same enemy,
who during seven years of revolutionary contest,
carried fire and sword, the bayonet, the halter,
and the tomahawk, throughout the United States,
will surely be an acceptable treat.

The military talents which sprang as if into a
miraculous existence during the late war; the
patriotic courage which dlsplayed itself on every
occasion; their successful trinmpbs in almost every
‘batile, are proud proofs, that where genius is free
to act, end that influenced by an emor patrie,
no dangers are too d flicult to overcome, no dl;('h-
culties too great to be subdued.

The apparent m 'tdry and naval power of Eng-
lond was, to that of America, at the commence-
ment of the late war, as that of the lion to the
lamb; but the incensed eagle stretched forward
his beak, and with it tore the laurel from the
Briton’s brow; and, flying over the waters, he
wrosted with his talons the trident from the ¢ mis-
tress of the deep.”

In giving details of these events, these imper-
i’;ﬂlu./lfs mongmehts of American glory, a strict
regard has been had to truth, uninfiuenced by
any unworthy consideration ; and it is hoped that
this small volume wiill be found to contain as co-
pious a view of Listory as could ressonably be ex-
pected, within so CITChmaCXILDd compass.
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AnERICA seems to have been destined, by Pro-
videnice, as the soil which Vhould give birth,
streng -th, and mcttuntv, to rationsl hborty in
this respect its discovery must be considered of
pnme benefit to mankind. Col.imbus, lover
of _]ustme, would have fixed the residence of lib-
erty in. South America, but this extlaomunary’
.tdventurcl became the object of perkecuunﬂ en-
vy, he was sacrificed at the shrine of ambition
and tyranny 3 end the southern penineuln, the
.only part of the western continent which Co-
lumbus had visited, was given up to cupidity,
plouder, aud the most horrific ill-treatment and
massacre of its hospitable inhabitants. The
fictitious riches, the gold, which it produced,
1nvited an eaﬂy and contmmd migration from
the old to the new continent, insomuch, that the
latter has alrcady lost, in a great degree, its o-
riginal uncultivated aspect; and, were the genius
of its new inhabitants not restrained Ly the pohcv»
of its rulers, would, ere now, have advanced fir
towards all perfectlon, to which man can aspire.
For more than three hundred years has South
America bowed to the will of despots, and man
has presented but the disgusting contrast of ty-
rants and slaves. A }mtrlotlc Fame has latcly
diffased a gleam of light through the darkened at-
mosphcre “which ovelspread the political region
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of the south; man begins there to assume the
character for which God and nature had destii-
ed him; and philanthropy may hope, that the
present generation will not pass away, until liber-
-ty will smile over every part of America, and all
its inhabitants be happy.

The inordinate ambition of hereditary oov
ernments, end their just jealousies of each oth-
er, have given an unbounded spring to the de-
sive of extended dominion ‘and foreign conquests.
This spirit, however injurious, lms, in some re-
gpects, contributed towards the increased know-
ledge of geography, the diffusion of general in-
for matmn, and the facilitating of a social inter-
couarse between the inhabitants of distant re-
gions.

England, famed for the adventurcus spirit -of
its mh&b]tamb, and the unequallbd ambpition of
its sovereigns, could neot remain cu indifierent
spectator of a Emopcan rival taking possession
of a new worid, Iwpeditions were socn formed
for the more pert fect d]oCOV’“‘V of the new con-
tinent.  John Cabot, having obtained a com-
mission from Henry ViL of Enclszl to dmcovcr
unknown lands, and annex them (o the crew:
discovered the eastern coast of North America. Su'
Fraeis Drake mbsequent]y sailed along it; and
England, by right of prior discovery, clcumed its
«eoverel(mt Grald 1nines are oonelally confined
to teouieal ki =55 the soil of MNorth America,
contizious to the sea, appeared to be light, sandy,
or uuiti for profitable cultivation; the climate
was variable and unhealthy ; the aborigines were
more savage and inhorpitable than those of the
south. Ho adequate inducement prescnt’ed itself
to new scttlers; and, had the inhabitants of Eng-
Iand no neces: 1‘:_) for qu mfr their native coantxy
they never would dis scover a wish to transfer
their residence to the then inhospitable cli-
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mate of North America. A stimulus was not long
wanting.

The granting of immense tracts of uncultiva-
ted wilds to individuals or companies, was not
likely to induce any rapid settlement. Individ-
ualy might, for the purpose of enhancing the
value -of their personal fortunes, influence emi-~
grants to settle on their new estates; and these
settlers, having changed their residence, might
be compelled to abide by a choice from which
it would be difficult or impossible to recede,
Buat their reports and their fate would reach
their friends; emigration would cesse, or be
too slow for any efficient purpose: decrease of
population, by insalubrity of climate and the in-
roads of Indians, would he little, if at all, over-~
balanced by births, and the accession of trans-
ported felons.

Man, in all stages, is a lover of liberty, rea~
son dictates that he has rights ; but this reason ob-
scured by artificial ignorance, and enervated by
habitual bondage, becomes incapable of action,
and insensible to the true extent of his misery.
The ‘slave feels pain, without knowing whence it
originates, or how it should be remedied. This
observation is strictly applicable only to corpe-
real slavery. ~The slavery exercised over the
conscience, is that in support of which no so-
phistry can prevail; and to which no term, no
length of endurance, can reconcile the sufferer.
No prescription can justify the practice of en-
slavement in any case; and no slave, however ab-
ject, will admit it in cases affecting his conscience.
God has instilled into the heart of man certain re-
ligious "duties, and whenever the fulfilment of
these is forbidden by human edicts, the. injured
person fears not to revolt or seek an asylum a-
gainst persecution, With God on his side, he
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fears no other power, and can be hapu v in a wil-
derness or in a' cave.

Tt is not now necessary to enter mto a detailed
view of the pérsecutions against (lristians in
Euarcpe. W ho that hos not heard of them? It
is sufficient to ~observe that no difficulties, .real
or imaginary, could deter the persecuted Chris-
tians hom aeehnw an qs‘ylum where, free from
interrnpt v.:ﬂz, choy might adore their God as
conscionce dictared.  America offered tha asy-
Jam; and to this circumstance it is due, that
the wilderness is so fast giving way to cultiva-
tion, the intermal reaources of the country have
been explored and rendered opers atwe, the seem-.
ingly insurmountable obstaclés of the tew coun-
try have disappeared, and a state of comfort
equal to thatof any part of Europe has been pro-
duced.

This comfort was wickedly marred b'y the
British government, while it ruled the North
American colonies, A desire to proceed to the
chief object of this work, and its limits preclu-
ding any particular recital of these evils, leaves
only room to remark, that they were such asto
create- much unhappiness in the colonies, to pro-
duce como’mnts, rcmonstranﬂcq, and petitions
to the mother country; and, finally. were car-
ned to such excess as to be no longer suffer-

C-n the ever to be remembered 4th July, 1776,
the people of these colonies, by their represen-
tatives in congress assembled, having published
a moderate, but firm, a grlevous, but true state-
- ment of the multiplied injuries inflicted on them
by the British Lmo and government, declared
that the vnited colonies are, and of ught ought
to be, frce and independent states.” These unit-
ed colomes consisted of the states of New-Hamp-
shire, Mas,)achus ets, Rhode-Island, Conmecticut,
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New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
‘Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Ca-~
rolina, and Georgia; leaving England in posses-
sion of the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada,
New-Brunswick, and Nova Scotia.

The contest which succeeded was looked on
by the world with astonishment; its novelty and
its importance excited general interest. A few
people, without an army, without arms, without
discipline, or munitions of war, without money,
without allies, opposing their unorganized force
against a nation rich and powerful, with numerous
ships, armies, and navies, having discipline, mo-
ney, credit, and all the means of warfare, and
being in possession of the colonies, the inhabi-
tants of which declared themselves absclved from
all allegiance to the crown of Great Britain, was
a crisis of uncommon moment. The contest was
long and severe; a bleed-thirsty vengeance on
one side led the British to the meost. shameful
excesses; a determination to live free or die,
guided the people cf America, vnder the diree-
tion of the ¢rcat WasHiNGroN, and the other
‘sages andl peatricis in the field and the cabinet, to
a completion of #ll they wanted, all they wished.
Tyranny looked down, liberty rejoiced, on the
completion of the boppy trinmph.

The wound inflictedd on the pride and intevest
of England, by iuis disruption of her emyire,
was truly great, but still greater, than was then
contemplated. Under the dominion of England,
the increase of populaticn would be slow, the
increase of commerce and manufactures still
slower : the ccuntry would. be a warehouse for
Pritish manufactures, the inhabitants a nursery
tor British armies and navies. It was necessa-
vy that a people should be free; that genins
should be unchecked, industry unrestrained, in-
ceder to prove, how far free 1nen were supesicr
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to whatever theory could conceive of them.
The experiment has been successfully tried in
the United States. '

he countfy of a monarch would not in a
contury recover from injury such as had been suf-
fired by the United States. But the people of
America felt all their toils and losses compensated
by the acquisition of freedom ; they stood erect,
and, asif by niepic, appeared in all the might of
anaticn.  In less than thirty years their country
shook ofi the appearance of a howling wilderness,
their population ncreased three fold, their manu-
factures increased so as to supply nearly all their
- wants, and every sea witnessed their mmmensely
increvsed external trade; inshort they became the
rivals of England. '

A long course of wars, and the revolutionary
war of America, more than any other, increased
the national diht of Great Britain to a great and
burthensome amount. To meet this exigency, as
well as to gratify the national wish, and to pro-
vide for the further and growing charges in sup-
port of foreign colonies, an increased trade was
necessary.  ‘Lhe industry of Englishmen showed
itself in the successtul and unparalleled extension
of her manufactures, and the policy of her rulers
aimed at an undivided foreign comimerce, in sup-
port of the home system.

The paval successes of Britain, during the
T:ench war, had nesrly accomplished her vast de-
eizn.  The ships of Holland, France, Portugal,
iny 2nd Italy, had nearly disappeared from the
ocean; ihose of Russia, and the other naval pow-

ers o the north of Euwrope, had been gained
~over to the British interest, or destroyed by the
tuperiority of her fleets. The United States, al-
though ‘in a sate of infancy, was yet the only
nation that had virtue or courage sufficient to
Hieve in 2 just course, uninfluenced by intrigne,
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and unintimidated by menace. Towards this
nation, Britain for years manifested the must wi-
genuous, mguuoua, and cowardly conduct, a~
mouniing, in its effects, to war, while the U nited
States, purbumn‘ an honourable and pamﬁc course,
were debarred from making rveprisals, This one
sided war, had it been pernuttcd to continue,

would Have sunk the States in the esteem of fo-
reign nations, dried up the sources of their grow-
ing greatness, reduced them to a state of con-
temptzble imbeeility, and, not improbably, to a
merited state of dcpendence they might again
becomé colonies—British colonies

 Hitherte the Aunericans looke:l but little to
home manufactures; the capital of the mcrchan‘r
was ~ employed on the ocean, and the people of
the intevior found sufficient employment in tili-
ing the scil. "There was a great and proﬁtalne
demand for every kind of produc and the c¢iti-
zens were in tiie habit of receiving manufacturcs
of all kinds from forcign nations, and particularly
from England.

Had Ln'rlmd been satisfed to contend for
commergial superiority by iair means, sue would
long, very long, coutinue to supy Ay the Unicud
States with alnost every kind of manuficiue;
but she calculated that the nwﬁc policy of thie

States would continue, and that the pmmuﬂ dis-
putos among her own citizens would render her
a weak encmy even in war
bable, that the ubuoy
il a certain enpecics

; and itis even pro-
le of the colonies were
event coptempl ated.  That
event was to be the over dllOW‘ of France. Flad
the United States unresistingly submitted until
the restoration of the Ecurbons, they would then
have had war with a vengeaice,

“ The | me-y of the present king of Great
Britin,” says the decluation of erepcnuence,
“is o uistory of 1.,praml u jurics and usurpations.”
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This would at t’l‘s' day, be a just ropircse t»ii'n
of the conduct of Great Brituin, frem the ter-
minaticn of the 1'evoluhc-1;amg to- the commence-
ment of the present war.  Iustead of dwelling
more n’mutcm on it, it is sufiicient to say, that
it was so contioued, so 111111.5},1&(’1 and multifa-
rious, that the United States had no alternative
but fmbmiﬁﬁion o W'I’OD'TS, by which they weuld
be desraded asa ration, or an anycal to aivns
"The latior was resorted to. '

Jn Monday, the Ist of June, a confidential
m was recelved in both cl\?'"“bﬂrs of con-
gress, frem the president of the Unlied Grates,
which was rcad with closed doors, and‘ 1"0“( 1=
red, in cocl house, to commiitices to  report
ihereon.

Ehe mesiace (as apporred nf‘tor the imjunction

i
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To the Senate cnd Hous
'151726 United Sie

1 communicate to Congress certain documents, being a
¢ontinuation of those heretofore laid before them, on the suk-
Ject of our affairs with Great Britain.
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Withnut going back beyond the renewal in 1803 of the war in
which Grear Britain is engaged, and omicting unrepaired wrongs
of inferior magnitude, the cogduct of her government presents
a series of acts hostile to the United States, as an indepéndent
and neutral nation. )

British cruisers have Deen in the continued practice of vio-
lating the American flag on the great higiway of nations, aud
of seizing and carrying off persoas sailing under it; nocin the
exercise of a beiligevent right founded on the Jaw of nations
against an enemy, but of a municipai’prerogative over British
subjects. British jurisdiction is thus extended to neatral vessels
in a station where no laws can operate, buf the law of nations,
and the laws of the country to which the vessels belong ; and a
self-redress 15 assumed, which, if British subjects were wrong-
fully detained zod alone concerned, is that substitution of force,

,fura resort to the responsible sovereign, which falls within the
definition of war.” Could the seizure of British subjects in
such cases be regarded as within the ezercise of a belligerent
right, the acknowledged Jaws of war, Which forbid an artiels
of captured property to be adjudged without a regular investi-
gation hefore a competent tribunal, would imperiously demand
the fairest trial, where the sacred rights of persons: were at
issue, In place of such a trial, these rights are subjected to
the will of every petty commander.

The practice, heuce, is so far from dffecting British subjects
alone, that, under the pretext of scarching for these, thousands
of American citizens, under the safeguard of public law, and
of their nationul flag, have been tormn from their country and
every thing dear to them ; have been dragged on board ships
of war of a foreign nation, and exposed under the severities
of their discipline, to be exiled to the most distant and-deadly
clinies, to risk their lives in the battles of their oppressors, and
to be - melancholy instruments of taking away. thoseof their
own brethren. :

" Against this crying enormity, which Great Britain would be so .
- prompt as to aveuge if commitied agaiust herself, the United
States have in vain exbausted remoustrances and expostulations,
And that no proof might- be wanting of their conciliatory dis-
positions, and no preiext left for a continuance of the practice,
the British govirnment was formerly agsured of the readiness
of the United States to enter into arrangements, such as could
not be rejected, if the recovery of Brilish subjects were the
real and the sole object. The communication passed without
effect. ‘

British cruisers have been in the practice also of violating the
rights, and the peace of our coasts, “They hover over and har-
ass our departing eommerce, ‘To the most insilting preten-
sions they have added the most lawless proceedings in our very
harbours; and have waatonly spilt American blood withia
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tle sanctiary of our territorial jurisdiction. The principics
znd. rules enforced by that nation, when a neutral pation,
against armed vessels or belligerents hovering near her coasts,
and disturbing her commerce, are well known. When called
on, nevertheless, by the United States, to punish the greater of-’
fences commirted by her own vessels, her government has bestow-
ed on their commanderadditional marks of honor andconfidence.

Under pretended blockades, without the presence of an ade-
quate force, and sometimes without the practicability of apply-
ing one, cur commerce has been plundered in every sea; the
creat staples nf our country have been cut off from their legiti-
mate markets; and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultu-
ral and maritime interests. In aggravation of these predatory
measures, they have been considered as in force from the dates
of their notification; a retrospective effect being thus added, as
Las been done in cther important cases, to the unlawfulness fof
the course pursued. Ard ta render the. outrage the more sig-
nal, these moch blockades have been reiterated and enforced 1u
the face of ofiicial communications from the British govern-
ment, declering, as the rrue definition of a legal blockade,
¢ :hat particular ports must be actually invested, and previous.
warning given to vessels bound to them not to enter.”

Mot content vith those occasional expedients for laying waste
our neutral trade, the cabinet of Great Britain resorted at
levath to the sweeping system of blockades under the name of
Crders in Council, which has been moulded and managed as
might best. suit its political views, its commercial jealousies, or
the avidity of British cruisers,

To our remonsirances against the complicated and transcen-
dent injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, that the
orders were reluctan:y adopred by Great Britain as a necessary
rev:liation on the decrees of her enemy proclaiming a general
blockade of the Lritish isles, at a time when the naval force of
that enemy dared not to issue from his own ports.  She was re-
minded, without effect, that her own prior blockades, unsup-
ported by an adequate naval force, actually applied and conti-
rued, were a bar to this plea; that executed edicts against
millice: of our property could not be retaliation on edicts, con-
fessedly impossible to be executed; that retaliation, to be just,
¢honld fall  on the party setting the guilty example, not on
an innocent party, which was not even chargeable with an
acquiescence in it.

When deprived of this flimsy veil for a prohibition of our
trade with her enemy, by the repeal of his prohibition of our
trade with Great Britain, her cabinet, instead of a correspond-
ing repeal, or practical discontinvance of its orders, formally
avowed a determination to persist in them agaiust the United
States, until the markets of her enemy should be laid open
te British products; thus asserting an obligation on a weutral
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power. to require one belligerent to encourage, by its internal
regulations, the trade of another belligerent; contradicting
her own practice towards all nations; in peace as well as in
- war ; and betraying the insincerity of those professions which
inculcated a belief that, having resorted to heér orders with
regret, sie was anxicus to find an occasion of puti ing an end
to theo.

Abandoning still more all respect for the neutra] rights of the
United States, and for its own coasistency, the British govern-
ment now demands as prerequisites to a repeal of its o1ders, as
they relate to the Uaited States, thar a formality should be ob-
served in the repral of the French decrees, no wise necessary to
their termination, nor etemplified by British usage ; and that
the French repeal, besides including that portion of the decrees
which operates within a territori fal jurisdiction, as well as that
which operates oun the hLizl. scas, against the commerce of the
United States, should not bz a smgle repeal in relution to the
United States, bur should be extended to whatever oihier neu-
tral nations, unconnected with them, may be affected by those
decrees.  And, as an additional mault, they are called on for
a formal disavowal of conditions and pretensions advanced by
the French yovernment, for which the United States are so far
from having made cher ..,L!vea responsible, that 1n oficiab ex-
planativns, wiich have been publishad to the world, and in a
ccrrespox.dence of the American minister at Loadon, wizh the
British mimsier for foreign sffairs, such a rzpousibility was
explitidy and emphatically disclzimed.

{t has become wndeed sutficiently certain, ¢

.t th2 commerce

of the Uaited Srates is to be sac not 2s interfering with
the belligerent rignr of Greae "m ,—not as supplying the
viunis of her cnemic=, whicn she wrself suptili jes—but as in-

terferiog with the monspoly which she covets for her own
commerce and pavigation, Sha carfies on & war agaiust the
lawful commerce of a friend, that se may the better carry on
a comunerce with an enemy—a commerce pot iuted by the for-
geries and peijuries which ave for the mest part the only pagy=
ports by which it can succeed,

Augious to make every experiment, short of the last resort
of injured nations, the United S:ates have withheld from Great
Britain, uncer successive moddifications, the briefits of a free
iutercoarse with their market, the loss of wiich could not but
outweizh the profits accruing from her restitrions of our
coma:crce with other natons.  And to entrtle these experis
ments to the more favourable consideration, they were so framed
as t0 enable her to place her adversury uuder the exclucive
operztion of thenr. Tothese appeals her government has been
cqually infloxible ; as if willing o maks sucriiices of every
sorf, rather than yield to the cl\.,‘ns of justice, or renounce
the errors of a false pride, May, so far were dxe attempts gars
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ried to overcome the attachment of the British cabinet to it
upjust edicts, that it received every encouragement within the
competency of the executive branch of our government, to ex-
pect that 2 repeal of them would be followed by a war be«
tween the United States and France, unless the Prench edicts
should also be repealed. Even this communication, although
silencing for cver the plea of a disposition in the United States
to acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plea of them,
received no attention.

If no other proof existed of a predetermidation of the Bri--
tish government against a repeal of its orders, it might be
found in the correspondence of the minister plenipotentiary of
the United States at London, and the Brirish secretary for fo-
reign affairs, in 1810, on the question whether the blockade of
May, 1806, was considered as in force or as not in force. It
had been ascertained that the French government, whichurg-
ed this hleckade as the ground of its Berlin decree, was wil-
ling, in the event of its removal, to repeal that decree: which
being followed by alternate repeals of the other offensive edicts,
might abolish the whole system on both sides. This invuting
opportunity for accomplishing an objéct so important to the
United States, and professed so often to be the desire of both
the belligerents, was made known to the, British government.
As that government admits that an actual application of an
adeguate force is necessary to the existence of a legal blockade,
and it was notorious that if such a force had ever been applied,
its long discontinuance had annulled the biockade in question,
there could be no sufficient objection on the part of Great
Britzin to a formal revocation of it; and no imaginable ob-
jection to a ceclaration of the fact that the blockade did not
exist, The declaration would have been consistent with her
avowed principles of blockade, and would have enabled the
United States to demand from France the pledged repeal of
her decrees ; either with success, in which case the way would
bave been opened for a general repeal of the belligerent edicts,
or without success, in which case the United States would have
been justifiable in turning their measures exclusively against
France. The Brit:sh government would, however, neither re-
scind the blockade, nor declare its non-existence; nor permit
its non-existence to be inferred and affirmed by the American
plenipotentiary, Onp the coutrary, by representing the block-
ade to be comprehended io the orders in council, the United
States were compelled so toregard it in their subsequent pro-
ceedings. )

There was a period, when a favourable change in the policy
of the British cabinet was justly considered asestablished. The
minister plenipotentiary of his Britannic majesty here, pro-
posed an adjustment of the differences more immediately endan-
gering the harmony of the two countriecs. The proposition
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wras accepted with a promptitade and cordiality correspond-
ing with the invariable professions of this government. A
foundation appeared to be laid for a sincere and lasting recon-
ciliation.' The prospect, however, quickly vanished. The
whole proceeding was disavowed by the British government,
without any explanations which could at that time repress the
belief, that the disavowal proceeded from a spirit of hostility
to the commercial rights and prosperity of the United States.
Aond it has since come into proof, that at the very moment
when the public minister was holding the language of friend-
ship, and inspiring confidence in the sincerity of the negocia-
tion with which he was charged, a secret agent of his go-
vernment was employed in intrigues, having for their object
a subversion of vur government, and a dismemberment of our
happy wunion.

In reviewing the conduct of Great Britain towards the Uni-
ted States, our attention is necessarily drawn to the warfare
just renewed by the savages on one of our extensive frontiers;
a warfare which is known to spare neither age nor sex, and
to be distingnished by features peculiarly shocking to humani-
ty. It is evfficolt to account for the aciivity and combinations
which hive {ur some time been developing themselves "among
tribes in the constant intercourse with British traders and
garrisons, without connecting their hostility with that influence,
and witliout recollecting the authenticated examples of such
interpositions hitherto furnished by the officers and agents of
that gevernment.

Such is the spectacle of injuries and indignities which have
been heaped on our country; and such'the crisis which its un-
exampled forbearance and conciliatory effurts bave not been
akle to avert. It might at least have been expected, that an
enlightened nation, if less urged by moral obligations or invi-
ted by friendly dispositions on the part of the United States,
would have found, in its true interest alone, a sufficient mo-
tive to respect their rights aud their tradquillity on the high
seas; and that an enlarged policy would have favored that
free 2nd general circulation of commerce, in which the British
nation is at all times interested, and which, in times of wur,
is the best alleviation of its calamities to herself as well
as -the other belligerents; and moute erpecially that the
British cabinet weuld not, for the sake of a precarious and sura
reptitious intercourse with hostile markets, have persevered
in a course of measures which pecessarily put at hazard the
invaluable market of a great and growing country, disposed to
cultivate the mutual advantage of an active commerce,

Other councils have prevailed. Our moderaticn and concilia-

. tion have had noother effect than to encourage perseverance,
and to enlarge pretensions.—We behold our scafaring citizens
still the daily victims of lawless violence committed on the
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great common and highway of nations, even within sight of
the country which owes them protection. We behold our
vessels freighted with the products of our soil and industry,
or returning w'th the honest proceeds of t'nem, wrested from
therr l.uvful destinations, confiscated by prize-courts no long-
er the organs of public law, but the instruments of arbmary'
edicts ; and their unfortunate crews dispersed and lost, or for-
ced or inveigled, in Britith ports, into British ﬂeets; whilst
arguments are employed in support of these aggressions which
have no foundation Dbur in a principle equally supporting a-
claim to regulate our exiernul commerce in all cases what-
soever.

We behell, in fine, on theside of Great Dritain, a state of
war avainst the United States ; on the side of the Uaited States,
a st.ate ¢f peace towards Great Bricain,

Thether the United States chall continue passive under theze
pmgres~.nve usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs: or
epposing foree to force in defeuce of their natural righs, shall
commit a just cuiise into the hands of the Almighty disposer
of events, avolding all connexions whicio mizht entangle it in
the contests or views of oiher powers, and preserving a con-
stunt rwadinoss (o concur in an honorable re establizhunient of
peace vnd friendship, is a solemn gazsion which the consui-
tution wisely confides Lo the legizluive department of the go-
vernmert. fa recommendioy ic G thair early defiberations, I
y in iz assurance that ilie decision will be worthy
ened and paiciotic couccils of a virtuous, a free,

am "d[)
s eil
anda po

cerfol nasion.

Flaving ented this view of the relations of the United
Siates  awith eat Eritain, zrd of the solema alternstive
% g out of them, | procesd to remark, that the communi-
cailoas last rmade to congress on the subject ¢f cur relation
with Fraace, will bave shown, that since the revocation of her
drcrees as they violated the nedtral rights of thé United States,

uizut has authovised iliegal caprures, by its privateers

apd tImL other ouwirages have bheen practised
on our vessels and our o [z =il bave been seen also,
that noind:mnicy had been prcvmed, or sam'actorlly r]edmd
for the cxitnsive spaliations commiited under the violent and
retrospective orders of the French government against the pro-
perty of our citizens seized within the jurisdiction of France.
T abstzin at this time fiom aecomm*nuing to the consideration
of ress definitive measures with respect to that nation, ia
the exveciasion, that the resuit of ouciceed discussions bet\ve.u
Our ninister u]em[)u(cnu-.ry at Paris and the French govern-
ent, wiii speedily euslle congress to decide, with greater
ndv:mte,g:, on the course due to ke rights, the interests, and

the honor of our couatry,
JAMES MADISON,

Waslhiagion, Jurne 1, 1312,
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Fie, € J‘”un, frera the committee of forol 2ign re-
Iations of the house of rerrvescentutives, to whom
was referred the President’s me we, made a
report, wit the “2d June, of which the following
is a copiv.

Tke Committee of Forcign Relations, fo wohim was veferred the
Message of the }’rem.cnt of the Uricd States, of the st of
June, 1312, -

REPORT—

That after the expenence which the Uaited States have had
of the great injustice of the British government rowards them,
exemplified- by =0 many acts of vio'ence and oppression, it
will be more difficult to justify to the impartial world their
patient forbearance, than the measures to which it has become
liecessary to resort, to avenpge the wrongs and vindicare the
rights and honor of the nation.  Your committee are happy w0
ohserve,- on a dispassionate review of the conduct of the United
States, that they see in it no cause, for censure.

It a long forbearance under injuries nught ever to te'con-
sidered a virtue in any nation, it is one which peculiarly be-
comes the United States. No people ever had strosger mo-
tives to cherish peace; none have ever cherished it with great-
er sincerity and zeal.

But the” period has now arrived, when‘the United States
must support their character and station among the nations of
the earth, orisubmit to the most shameful degradation. For-
bearance has ceased to’be a virtue. War on the one side, and
peace on the other, is a situation as rninous as it is disgracefal,
The mad ambition, the lust of power, and commercial avarice
of Great Britain, arrogating to herself the complete dominion
of the ocean, and exercising over it an unbounded and law-
less tyranny, have left to neutral nations an alternative only,
betweengghe base surrender of their rights, and a manly vine
dication of them. Happily for the United b;ates, their destiny,
under the aid of Heaveén, is in their own hands. The crisis 1s
fornmidable only for their love of peace. As soon as.it becomes
a duty to relinquish that situation, dangér dieappears. They
have suffered no wrongs, they have received no-insults, how-
ever great, for which thcy cunnot obtain redress.

More ‘than seven years have elapsed since the commencement
of this system of hostile aggression by the British government,
on the rights and interests of the Uuited States. The manner
of its commencement was not less hostile, than the spirit with
which it ‘has been prosecuted. Tle United States have invatia-
bly done every thing in their power to preserve the relations

friendship with Great Britain. Of this disposition, they
gave a distinguished proof at the moment when they were made
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the victims of an opposite policy.  The wrongs of the Jast war
had not been forgotten at the commencement of the present one.
"I'hey warned us of d rs, against which it was sought to
provide. As sarly as the year 1304, the nuinister of. the United
States at London, was instructzd to invite the Eritish govern-
meut {0 enier iNto a3 ciation en all the poiats on which a
collision might arite between the two countries in the course
of the war, and to propose to it an arrangement of their claims
ou fair and rexsonubiz conditions.  The iuvitation vras accepted,
A negociation has commenced and was depending, and nothing
had oceurred to exciie a doubit t it would not terminate to
the satistucrion of both parties. It was at this (ime and under

;2 circumsiances that an attack was made, by surprise, on

e -

L
an important beanch of the American commerce, which a
ed every part of the United States, and involved many of thar
citizens i rutn. .

The commerce on swhich this attack w25 so vnexpectedly
made, was between the Uaited States and the colon’ss of

Preuce, Spzia, aad other enemies «f Greet Britain, A com-
inerce just in iteelf; sanctioned by the example of Great Britain,
in regurd o the trade with her ¢wn coloaies; sanctioned by a

solemn act between the two goveraments in the Jast war, and
sanctioned by the practice of the British government in the
frésant war, more than two years having then elapsed without
any nterference with iz,

The injustice of this attack could only he equalled by the ab.
surdity ot the pretext alledged for it, It was pretended by the
British government, that in case of war, her enemy had no
it to modify its colonizl regulations, so as to mitigate the
ealamitics of war to the inhabitants of its colonies. This pre-
tension, peculiar to Great Britain, is utterly incompatible with
the rights of sovereignty in every independent state. If we
recur to the well-established and unjversally admitted law of
natinns, we shall find no sanction to it in that venerable code.
The sovereignty of every state is co-extensive with its dominions,
and cannot be abrogated or curtailed in its rights, as to any
part except by conquest. Neutral natious have a right to trade
to every port of either belligerent, whichis not legally block-
aded, and in all articles which are not contraband of war.
Such is the absurdity of this pretension, that your committee
are aware, especially after the able manner in which it has been
heretofore refuted and exposed, that they would offer an insult to
the understanding of the house, if they enlarged on it; and if
any thing could add to the high sense of the injustice of the
British government in the trassaction it would be the contrast
which her conduct exhibits in regard to this trade, and in re-
gard to a similar trade, by ncutrals, with her own colonies. It
is known to the world, that Great Britzin regulates her own
trade in war and in peace, at home and in her colonies, as she
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finds for her interest-——that in vrar she relaxesthe restiaints of her
colonial system in favor of the colonies, and that it ‘never was
suggested that she had not a right to do it; or that a veutral,
in taking advantage of the relaxation, violated a belligerent
right of her enemy. But with Great Britain, every thing is
lawful. It is cn'y in a trade with her encoiies that the United
States can do wrong. With them ull trade is uplawinl,

In the year 1793, an attack was made by the British goveru-

ment on the same branch of our neutral trade, which had
- nearly involvedathe two countricsin a war. The diflerence,
however, was amicably zccomwmiodated. The pretension was
withdrawn, and reparation made to the United States for the
losses which they-had suffered by it.  [t'was fuir to infer, from
that arrangement, that the commerce wzs deemed by the Bri-
tishh guvernment lawful, and thar it would noc¢ be agaiu dis-
turbed.
Haud the British“government been resclved to contest this
trade with neutrals, it was due to the character of the British
nation that the decision should be made knowrn to the govern-
ment of the Tnited States. The exisiznce of a negociation
which hod Leen inviied by our sovernmont, for the pnrpbse
of preventivg differences by an amicable arrangement of their
respective preteations, gave a strong cluisn to the notification,
whie it affurded the faircst cpportunity forit, But a very
different pelicy eaimared the  then esbiner  of England,

he liberal confilznne and friendly overtures of the Umited
States were talen advantere of to_enspare them. Sieady to
its purpose, and miduxibly hostie to this country, the Iriti-h
gnwrnmcnt calmly locked forweard to the moment when it
might give the mmr deadly wound to cur interests) A trade,
just in m"lf wlhicl was secured by so many strong and sacred
pledges, was considered =mfe.  CGur eitizens, with their usoxl
wcusiry and enterprize, had cbarked in it a vast proportivn
of their shirpivg, and of theiv capital, which were at sea, un-
der no other pmtecnrn than the iaw «f pations, and the con-
fideuce wwhich they reposed in the juice and friendship of the
British nation. At this pericd the uncxpecied blow was given.
Many of cur vesscls were scized, carried icto port, and con-
demned by a tribunal which, while it professes to respect the
Jaw of nations, obeys the mundafes ¢f its own goverament.
Hundr2ds of other vesscls were driven from the ocean, and
the irade itself, in a great messore, suppressed. The effect
rroduced by this ztrack on the lawfal commerce of the Uni-
ted States, -was such as might have been expecied from a vir-
tuous, independent, -and highly injured pzeple.  But one sen-
timeut pervaded the whole Americsn naticn.  No lucalinterests
veere regardad; no sordid wotives fele,  ¥Without boking on
the parts that sulfered most, the invasion of ourrights was con-
sidcicd & comimun cause, and from one exiremity of our Usicn
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to the other, was heard the voice of a united people, calling
on their government to avenge their wrongs, and vindicaie the
rights and honor of the country. P .

From 'this period the British government has gone onina
continued encroachment on the rights and interests of the Uni.
ted States, disregarding in its course, in many instances, obli-
gations which have heretofore been held sacred by civilized
nations.

In May 1806, ihe whole Coast of the. continent, from the
Elbe to Brest inclusive, was declared to be in a state of block-
‘ade. By this act the well-established principles of the law of
nations, principles which have served for ages as guides, and
fixed the boundary between the rights of belligerents and neu-
trals, were violated. By the law of nations, as recognized by
Great Britain herself, no blockade is lawful, unless 1t be sus-
tained by the application f an adequate force, and that an
adequate force was applied to this blockade, in its full exteut,
will not be pretended. Whether Great DBritain was able to
maintain legally so extensive a blockade, considering the war
i which she is engaged, requiring such extensive naval opera-
tions, isa question which is not nécessary at this time to exa-
mine,- It is suflicieat to be known, that such force was not ap-
plied; and this is evident from the terms of the blockade itself,
Ly which,” eumparatively, an inconsiderable portion of the
coast unly was declared to be in zstate of stiict and rigorous
blockade. "The objection to thé measure is not diminished by
that circurstance. If the force was not applied, the blockade
was unlawful, from whatever cause the failure might proceed.
The-belligerent who iustitutes the blockade cannot absolve -it-
self from the obligation to apply the force under any pretext
whatever. For a belligerent torelax a blockade which it conld
not maiatain, it would be arefinement in injustice, not less ia-
sulting to the understanding thau repugnant to the law of na-
tions, - To claim merit fegm the mitigation of-ab evil, which
the party had not rhe power, or found it inconvenient to in-
flict, would be a new modé of encroaching on néutral rights.
Your committee think ir just to remark, that this act of the
British government does not appear to have been adopted ia
the senze in which it has been since construed. On consi-
deration cf all th® circumstances attendivg the measure, and
particulariy the’ character of the distinguished statesman who
announced it, we aie persuaded thdt it was concéived in a spi-
rit of conciliation, and intended to lezd to an.accommodaticn
of all differences between the United States and Great Britain
‘His death disappointed tiat hope and the act’ has since become
subservient to other purposes. [t has been made by his suc-
cessor z pretext for that vast system of usurpation which has
50 long oppressed and barassed vur comymerce,

The next act of the B:itish government which claims our
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atiention, is the order of council’of January 7, 1807, by which
peutral powers are prohibited trading from one port to another
of France or ber allies, or any other country with which Great
Britain might not freely trade. DBy this order the pretensioa
of England, heretofore claimed by every other power, to pro-
bibit neutrals disposing of parts of their cargoes ar different
ports of the same enemy. is revived, and with vast accumnla-
tion of injury. Everyenemy, however great the number, or
distant from each other, is considered one ;3 and the like trade
with powers at peace with England,” who from motives of
policy had excluded or restrained her commerce, was aiso pro-
hibited, Inthisact the British government evidently disclaim-
ed all regard for neutral rights. Aware that the measures au-

thorized by it could find no pretext in any belligerent right,

none was urged. To prohibir the sale of our produce, consiat-
ing of innocent articles, atany portof a belligerent not block-
aded, to consider every belligerent as one, and to subject neu-
trals to the same restraints with all, as if there was but one,
were bold encroachments. But to restrain, orin any manner
interfere wifh our commerce with neutral naticas with whom
she had no jistifiable cause of war, for the sole reascn that they
restraided or excluded from their ports her commerce, was ut-
terly incompatible with the pacmc relation subsisting between
the two countries.

We proceed to bring into view the British erder in council,
of November 11, 1807, which superseded every other order,
and consummated that system of hostility on the commerce of
the United States, which has been since so steadily pursued.
By this order a!l France and her zllies, and every other coun-
try at war with Great Brituin, or with which she was not at
war, from which the British flag was excluded, and all the co-
?nmes of her enemies, were subiected to the same restrictions as
if they were actually blockaded in the most strict and rigorous
maoner, #nd all trade in articles the produce end manufacture
of the said countries and colonies, and the veseels engaged in it
were subjected to capture and condemnation as lawful prizes,
To this order certain exceptions were made, which we forbear
t0 notice, because they were not adopted from a regard to neu-
tral rights, but were dictated by policy to promote the com-
metce of Lngland, and so far as they related to neutral powers,
were said to emanate from the clemency of the British govern-
ment.

It worid be superflucus in your committee to state that by
this order the British government, declared direct and positive
war against the United States. The dominion of the ocean
was completely usurped. by it, all commerce forbidden, and
every flag driven from it, or subjected to capture and condem-
nation, which did not subserve the policy of the British govern-
ment, by paying it 2 tribure, and saiing under its sanction,
¥rom this period the United States have incurred the heaviest

C
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Insses and most mortifying buwmiliations. “They hzv? borne the
calamitiés of war \mthnut‘ retorting the™ on its authors,

‘So far vour commiitee h;is presenszd to the view of ythe
house the zggressions which have been committed under
the' authority of  the British gevernment on the com-
merce of the United Statzs—We will now proceed to other
wroinrs, which bave been still more severcly felt.  Among
these is the im prossment of cur seamcn; 2 pra"tue which has
béen unceasingly maintained uy Creat Britain in the wars to
vohich she has-leen a nar y since our reveolution. Your com-
mittee can ot convey | ,.quuaxe térms the deep sense which
rtein of thef. justice and oppression of this proceeding.
L siler i[;(‘.‘ pretext of m‘p easing brmsh seamen, our fellow-ci-
ti: are seized in British ports, cu the bigh scas, and in every
otiher quirier to which the British povwer ex renJ:—ale taken on
Board Tritish men of war, and compelled to serve there 4« Bn-'
tISh‘EhLJ’CIS. In this mode Gur ClliZins are 'a')t')'l]y snatched
from their couniry and their familics, deprived of their liberty,
and doomed to an igneminious and slavish boudage, compel-
led to fight the bqftlcs of a forcign conntry, ar- often to perish
in them, Qur fiag an them 1o plOtL’Cthn 5 1t has beenun-
ceas.ngly viol ¢ cur vessels exposed to x.hnger by ihe loss
of the men tzken from them. Your comwiitee need not remark,
that whilethe pracr iceis continued, itis impossible for the Unived

States to consider thzmaelves an indepruident naton. Lvery new
case is a wew procf of thair oegr,e(Y_Jon. fts continuance is the
more unjustifiable, becauseche Ul Stateshaverepeatediy proposed
to the British goverament an arrangement wich wnﬂd s2Cure to
it-the controul of its own people.  Auw ex mption of the citi-
zens of the Unlted Srates.from this, Cegrading opprossion, and
their {lag from viohtiom s all they have sono}n.

This fowless waste of our ivade, and equaily unliwful i "nrecs-
mernt of our seamen, have been mach epgravated hy the in-
sults and i atren them. Under the prerpxt of
bicckadin; :ul‘ wurs of France and her allies, Brivish squa-
drous have been stetionzd wo our owr coast, to wa*ch and an-

voy cur own trade. To give effect to the blockade of Euro-
pean voris, the ports and harbours of the United States have
been blodkeded, In execiting there orders of the Eritish go-
vertunent, or in obeving the spirit which was known to aui-
mate -it. the CO"]’T‘{’\C‘C" of th'-se =quadrons have encroached.
ea'our jurisdiction, se'zed onr VCSBE‘:E, and carried into effect
r*prcwnﬂ:‘r‘v within our limits, and dos.e other acts of rreat in-
jusiice, vinlence, and cppressiom - The United States b,a-re :
seen with mingled indignation and sor prxne, that these acts, in-
“stcad of procdring 1o the nerpetratars the p11:11~.1n1en due to
unauthorized crimes, have not foiled to recommiend them to
the fsvour of their goverament : .

Whether the Brithh, gnvess
mMeRVTCs T3 eEcite

i

ent has contributcd by active
cainst us ilre Losiility of the savage fribes

o
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-on our fromxcrs, your committee are ot dizposed to cccupy
much time ininvz t"mmw Certain indieatiogs of - geueral no-
toriety may supply the piace of duthentic (lucunnnta; though
these bave not been wantiaz to astablish the fuct in some in-
stances, Itis known b svmpt ims of Sritish hostility. towards
the United States lnv never fwiléd to produce correspoading
sympioms among those tribes. Tt is also el Lwam that on
all such occasions abundant supplics of the ordinary. munitions
of war have been ollired by the ageats-of British commer-
cial companies, and even from Briwsh garrisons, wherewith they
were cnuanled to commence that em of savage warfare cn
our {routiers, which has been at <1l timessgo: indisceiminatz in it
ter on all ages, sexes and conditions, and so rcvoll i to hu-
mnnny

Your committce would b° muoch gx'utlfed 1f they cQ'J]d closs
herd e detasl of Briish wrongs 5 but it Is.their duty to recite
auomer actof still g1 eatermaliynity thao any of those which havé
been uireau Y Dlt;ua‘ t to your view., T'heatie mpt to dismem-
ber our umo.n, and oveithrow our _ey_cc‘lmu consti tutzon, by
a secret mission, the object 6F which was to foment discon-
tenits and exclis Insprreciion, against the constifuted authori-
ties and laws of the naden, as lately disclosed by the: agent
employed init, afivrds full proof xhat th is no bounds o
the bowility of the Bricish. ~govérnment iowards the. Unired
ocates,—no act haowever ouJsm,nlg, wiich it would not corrin
mit ioascom uh:h their ruin. . This attermpt e the greater
horror, from ‘the consideration that it wae made while ths Unia
ted Srares ard Gréat Irirain were at peice, sad an amicable
negociation was depending between them fur the acconunodas
tion of their diffrences thircugh publis minsicrs regulacly
authorized for the purpose, :

"['he Ubited States bave beheld, with unexqmp]ed‘ forbearance,
this continued serjes of hostile encroachments ou their rights
and interests, in the hope that, yiclding to the force of friend-
ly remonstrances often repeated, the British goverament might
adopt amorejust policy towardsthem ; bat that hope no lonu‘-
er exisis, —lhev have also.weipglied rmgartzal]y ‘the reasons
which have been urged by 'the British government in vindi-
cation of these encroachmeats and foundin thcm rmther jase
tification nor Jpolowy

The British goverument bas alleged in viml'cuion of the.
orders m counci, that they were resariéd to as a retaliation
on France, for ssmnlar aggresiions conunitted ‘on our -neutral
trade. with the British dominions.  But how has this plea
been supported 7 The dates of -British and French'aggressiony
are well known to the world, Theirorigin and progress have
been marked ‘with too wide and Qeqtruc.x\m a waste of the
pr(‘pertv of our ieﬂow-cmzem, to have been forgouteu
decrec of et]m, of MHuv. 21, 190G, was the first agares
France in the prescns war, Eighteen months had been elapse

.
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after the attack made by Great Britain on our neuntral trade,
with the colunies of France and her allies, and six months
from the date of the proclamation of May, 1806.—Evcn on
the 7th Jan. 1807, the date of the first British order in coun-
cil, o shiort a term had elapsed after tlie Berlin decree, that it
was hardly possible that the intelligence of it should have reacli-
ed the United States., A retaliation which is to produce its cffect,
by opcrating on a neutral power, ought not to be rescried to,
till the neuwiral had justified it by a culpable acquiescence ia
ihe unlawful act of the other belligerent. It ought to be delay-
ed until after sufficient time had been allowed to the neutral
to remonstrate agaiast the measure complained ¢f, to receive an
answer and to act on it, which Las not been done on the pre-
sent instance ; and when the order of Nov. 11th was fssued, it
is well known that the minister of France had declared to the
minister pleniporentiary of the United States at Paris, thar it
was not intended that the decree of Berliu should apply to the
United States. It is equally well known, that no American
vessel had then been condemned under it, or scizure been made,
with which the British government was acquainted. The facts
prove incontestibly, that the measures of France, however un-
justifiable in themselves, were nothing more than a pretext for
those. of England. And of the insufliciency of that pretext,
ample proof has already been offorded by the British govern-
ment irselt, and in the most impressive form. Alihough it
was declared that the orders in council were retdinicry on
France for her decrees, it was also declared, and ja the orders
themselves, that owivg to the superiority of the Briush vavy,
by which the fleets of France and her allies were confined
hin their own poris, the French decrees were copsidered
ouly as empty threats.

Ii is ne jusufication of the wreugs of one power, that the
lite werc committed by another, nor ought the fact, if true,
to l'ave heen vrged by cither, asit could afford no proof of iis
Juve of justice, of its magnzuimity, or even of its cvarage, It
is more worihy the government of a great nation, to relicve
that to agsuil the injured.  Ilor can the repetition of wrongs
b an power repair the violated rights or wounded houwur
of theinjured party.  An utter mability alone to resist, would
justify o quict swerendst of our rights, and degrading submis-
vcn te the will of others, To thai_condition the United States
are not reduced, nor do they fear it.  That they ever counscnt-
ed to discuss with cither power the misconduct of the other, is
a nrool of thewr love of peace, of their mnderation, and of
rhe hope which they still indulz=d, that friendly appeals to juse
and genercus sentiments would not be made o them in vain.
But the motive wus mistaken, if ticir forbearance was impuied,
either to the want ct a just sensibility to their wrongs, or of a
determivaiive, if suituble redrees voas not obraiied, to resent
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them. The *ime has now arrived when this system of reason ©
ing n-uat cease—It would be insulting to rtr)Lat it—lc would b,
degrading te bear it. | The United States must act _2s an inde
pendent nation, and assert their riglts and ave nge their cerunss?
according to tlieir own estimate of them, with the party who
commits them, hohhrrr it respcnsible for its own misdeeds, ua-
mmg!ted by those of auother.

For the diff: crence made batween Great Britein und France,
by the af)pllca ion of ‘the non-importation act am.met England
only, the motive has been already too. often e"p.mnex., and is
'too well ‘known to tequire further iHustration.  In the com-
inercial restrictions to which the Umted States rescrted as an
evidence of their sensibility, and a !c& w‘n]nnou of theie
wro*:o':, they iavariably pi {red Toth power: on the same fouof-
ing,: holdmg but to each ip cespect Lo tisell; the sifie accom-
modauon, in case it accepted thn ‘condition ofered, znd in re-
=pect to ll]F‘ other, the same. resiraint, if it refu-.ed tad the
British government cenfirmed the arrdngement which was ¢u-
tered into by the Britich niingster in 1409, and I‘rm ce maii~
raived her decr ees, with Fraace would the United S 'atea have
had to resist, w1th the firmuoess ba]on'rmq to ’hmr L,Aare.cter,
the commueq viclation of theie r The committes do nox
hebitaté o declare, that France has ;\aaatly injured ‘the United
Stares, and that sati sractory reparation has not yét begn made
for many of those injurigs, I)ur that is a- concern vhpc the

Uhijted States will Jook to and, svtgle fur thl“'ns(‘[\” The highe
character _of the ’XI*"‘FIC?-D people, is-a b'\ulClE‘llt v;’edfrn L0 "...
world, that Lh"_,' will not fal to settle it, on c\md mms w.udx
thev have a right tg clai
" More receutly the true pohq of the u-' ish nnvcrumem 0o
wards the Usnited States has been cdmpletely unfplded. h
been pubucl) declired by those in power "Aal tle orders in
council should not he repealed "hvll the Fx,u)rh mweramem liad
revoked alt its ingesnal res traingg on the, Brn cowimerce, aad!
that thz trade of the Umnen States with I*rapc» and her ali
should bg pxomu:tcd until Grear Britain wes also alfowed o
trade with thei, . By.this aeclaxarmo it appears, that tosatisfy’
the pretenaions of‘t e br;.L.m goverament, the Uaiigd States
must join, Great. Biitain in the war with; Fr 'nLe, and prosesute
the war; wotil France should be sub: fuwi cr witheeg her sybs
jugation, it were in vain to presume og sus h a conc
hostility of the Bridsh gov er.lmeu; ot statzs h f;
further disclosed, It has be €1 mz.clg n that the, United .
Siates are consi ered by it as (he com: meccial rival of Creat
Buta;n -and that theu )"%plu'] aud gm wvih are incompaiible
with her Wcl.ng:, “When aif these circymsiznces are taken info
consideration, it is 1"Qp0asnb!.° for your committee: to doubt the '
motives which. bave governed the Brinsh ‘Tlms.ry in all its.
neasies towards the U.med States since the yeur 1805, fiquals-

c 2
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ly'is it impossible to doubt, lopger, the course which the United
States ought to’ pursue towarda Great Britain.

From this view-of-the multiplied wrongs' of the British go-
vernment sincé the commencement of thé present war, it must
be evident to the impartial world, that the coptest which is now
forced on the United States, is radically a contest for their so-
verelgnt\v and independence.  Your committee wili not enlarge-
on any of the injuries, however great, which' have had a traa-
sitory effcet,  They wish 1o call the.attention of the House to
those of a permanent nature only, which intrench so deeply in
our most important rights, and woeund so extensively and vi-
tally our best interests, as could not fail to deprive the United -
Siates of the principal advantages of their revolution, if sube
‘misted to. . “The céntrol of our commerce by Great Britain, in’
regulating at pleasure and expelling it almost from the ocean
the oppressive manner in which these regulations have been
carried into effect, by séizing and confiscating such of our ves-
sels with their cargoes; as were said to have violated her cdxcrsy
often withuut previous warning of:their danger; the impress-
ment of our citizensfrom on board: our own vessels, on the
high seas, and elsewhere, and holdxr\g them in bondage until it
suited the convenience of their oppressors to deliver them up
are encroachments of that high and dangeraus tendmcy which
could not fail to. produce thai pernicious éffect, nor would those
Le the only conscquences that wounld Tesult from it —The Bri-
tish government might, for'a whlle, be sansﬁed with the ascens
deucy thus gained over us, ‘but its prerensions would soon in-
crease. The proof, which so complete and disgraceful a sub-
mission to its au Jmm\ would aflurd.of our degeneracy, could
not fzil to hipire coufidence that there was no limit to which its
uzurpations and our degradation might not be carried,

Your committee, bei ving that'the free-born sons 6f Ameri-’
ca are worthy to enjoy the lherry which rtheir fathers purchas-
ed at the price of s0 riuch lilood and -treasure, and seeing, in
the meassies. adcl I;Rr Great Britain, a cogrse commenced
and persisted ‘in, whicly’ it lead 10 a loss of national cha-’
racteriand independen_ce, fez! ne hesiestion in advising resistance
by force, inwhich the Americans of the present day will prove

. tothe eneowy and to the world, thai we have not only wlizrived
that liberty which our, m(hen zave us, but 2ho the wirs and,
POWER t0 maintain it. ymO‘ on the patriotism of the na-’
tion,; and couﬁupn“y frusting, ‘that the Lord of Hosts'will go°
wih us £ batderin a riy uLED})S caise, and crown our ciforts.
with'success—yoar ¢onnmilien reg oricrd an immedidie appeal
to ARMS,

o

H

he
have th
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M. Calhoun, -from' the same commlttee, ‘on
leave given, presented a bill, declaring war be-
tween Great Britain and - her- depcndenmeb, and
the United- States and their territories. This bill
was warmly opposed and debated for two days;
when the guestion bﬂlng taken, shall the said bill
pass?. It was resolved in the affirmative.

The Yeas and Neas were as follotws :

"YEAS.

New Hampshire. Dinsmoor, - Hall, ‘and Har-

er—3.

P BMassachusetts. Seaver, Carr, Green, Rich-
“ardson, Turner,! and Widgery—6:

Bhode-Island. NWone.

Vermont. ‘Fisk, Shaw, and SthHO——J

‘Connecticut. None

New-York, Pond, Avery, and Sao‘e—

New-Jersey.” Condit, and’ M[ow-m-z .

Pensy /Zvama Beybert, Ander“on, Brown, Ro-
b~1ts, Findley, Smilie, Lyle, Whitehill, Burd,
Davis, Lefever, Hyneman, Piper, Lacock, Craw-
ford, and Smyth—lé.

Deélavare. None.
 Maryland. Kent, Little, M<Kim, nggold
Blown, and AI‘(J]’lel——G

Lifz,aza Melson, Gholson, Goodwyn, New-
ton, 1aliaferro, Daw son, Bascet, Simith, Hawes,
Roane, M<Koy, Ficasants, Clopton, and BUI-
well—14..

‘North-Carolina.  Alston, ulackleoae, Macon,
King, Cechran,” and Pickens—6.

Souﬂz Carolina. Williams, . Cheves, - Lowndes,
Butler, Callioun, Karle, Winn, and Moore—8.

Georgia. . Troup, Bibb, and Hull—sg.

Kenﬁ«uc/uey - Johnson, Desha, New, M<Kee,
and Ormsby-—5.

Tennessee.  Rhea,, Grmndy, and Sevier—3."

Olio, V.{orrow--l
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NAYS.
New-Hampshire.  Bartlett, ahd Sullivan—2.
Mliseachuseite, Quincy, Reed Taggart, Kly,
Brigham, “White, Tallman, and VVheaton——S
Tz/wwcnzswzd Potter, and Jackson—2.
Fermont.  Chittenden—1,
Connecticut.  ‘Bturges, Davenport, Mosely,
hempton, Tallma ‘.ga? Pitkin, and Law—7. -
New-¥ork., Bleecler, Emot, Cooke, Fitch,
Ciold, Sammons, ”%tov,‘ Tracy, V an Qortlandb,
o,

fre 30000 L
I\'_Uﬂulhj a1l l‘

15
Iewbold—a4.
Pensylvania,
Py /r auckc'i'f_’.
Waryland.
K/

HNow-TForsoy. ; Tafi Llaxwell, and

g .
and  Stow-

art—38. .
Vireinia. Ra’ld@]' h, Lewis, Baker, DBreclk-

o i 5. 3

; D3,

Pearson, MBryde, and Stan-
'_-“z*{ . ,
South-Caroliin.  Mone.
(rt’.’ﬁ:‘gl.’l, No
Kewluely. D
dennceser.  Mone.
KR ].\IUHB'
Yeas .
1 ('T\V"\ 49
Majerity forwar - 80 .
"On the &ihe of Tu ‘a confidential message
was 7o nwed Ly sthe F.%er“’m, from the House of

Rei e uV'.?f:, by Mr. Macon and Lir. Findley,
v raembers—Nr. Macon, chairman :
ident—The House of Re}.»resenta-.

a bill, entitled, ‘A et decloo-

g : an Great- BB‘ILTD and her de“ crndens’
cics, ‘and the United States and their tervitoriess
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in which they ask the concurrence of the Senate;
and lcquebt mat the bill be cousidered confiden-
~tlally”  And they withdvew,

The bill, from the lfouse of Represeatatives,
was uciore tne Senate, from day to day, until the
17th Jaane. und: 'r’\ rent @ very enlarig d discus-=
sion, met \nth rauch and violent eprosition, but
finally passed that bLody on the latter day; theve
appeaung for its pa 19; agoinsi it, 172

The act was passed 1nto a law on thP 18th, in
the following weids;

AN ACT,

Dec[mmcr FPar between the United Kingdom of
(;rfea* Britain and {rcland and ihe (/.’,usnﬂ’mz "8
terent, and the United States of Aiterica and
their territories.

BE it enccted by the Senate «rd Flouse Qf Fe-
p;'escntgz{z‘vcs 0,’ the Jutted States of America in Con-
gress asseinlicd, That WAR bz, and the :
"1s hereny dwl.uu L to cxist between the Unit

Kingdom of Great Britain and Iveland and the
d““’no.:s:c:es Ulﬁrcof and the Urisod States of
America and their to miw": 03 and that the ‘re-
sident of the Unmd Ste tes e and ke is he
authorized to usethe W i and naval fo
the United States to darry the same into ef:
and to issue to m:mie armed vessels of the Umced
states ommmsum or

A fL marvgie f:‘n} neqe_
ral reprisal, in suen & i

i5)
-
(&)

>3
3
elte
' as he shall thiuk rron
and under the seal of the ﬂx::,ve'l Liates, agoeins
the vessels, goods, and clitets of the oovernmpnt
of the same United Kin gdoy of G“ca’c Britain
and Ireland, and the suly acts thereot,
June 18, 1812,
APPROVED, JAMES MADIS .
9

On the following day (19th June) war was de-
clared, by proclamatlon, the injanction of secrecy
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beil_g previcualy removed in both houses of Con-

A pcaf‘e of nem"y 30 years, during which the
Americans attendod but Uistle to improvements in
the arts of war, ren rdered them o )},arﬂntly a very
wnequal maznteh fer a eation whose armies and na-
*We WIS BIGTC MULICIG1S than they had been at

any former pd‘iou. e bust fricads of America
"wud rouch” for the fate of the little "Americdn
navy. it was alio supposed thot our undisciplined” -
armics must exy ce several defeats from the -
well trained hfrumzqof Frueslaad; but those, who
kaew any th"lﬂ of the rovalut lonary war, felt no
doubt a3 to what would -be the'event of the present.
The wonderful exploits and bappy issue that re-
mains to be rLcnrded 'm] ahow, that even the
warmest enthusiasts did not prebebly anticipate re-
nown and gloryl such as was in stove for Ameri-
€ans, S
« The pmm pm ris, on both sides, were warm in
their dengnciations of their respective O}Jpcnents,
and threats of what would and could be perform-
ed. The following are given as specimens,

From the London C’m ier,

“ A merica knows not that the vigor of the Bri-
tish empire incicases thh,tle necewn_/ of exert-
g it——that our elasticity rises witi: the pres-
sure upon us—that- d;‘hcuiues only make us more
firm anl undaunted—that dangers enly give us
the additional neans of overcoming: them. It is
(in such a state of ‘mmrs, in such a great crisis,
that a nation like Great Britain u"mn‘o“ groater,
We are now the only bulwark of Libe “ty in the
world—ylaced, a htde epot, aspeck almest on the
ocen, the old and the new \_VOlld,j«Je aije

dig x-w.h both, with one arm i
2 armies ¢f the master of the ¢
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-Europe,-, and, with the othér we slz‘at‘l smide his
prefect on the continent of America’

From the New-York Morn: o Post.

« With 4 stone and a siing only, America com-
menced the war of independence. Without arms,
without - clothing, without money, and without
credit, ‘we took the field ; 101yum upon stout.
hear 'ts, and the assistance of God for the suc-
cess of a righteous cause. 'The event has prov-
ed, that Wlﬁl such reliances, a nation nas noth-
ing to fear. Qur country has again thrown it-
seﬁ‘ upon the protectlon of the Lmd of Hosts;
we néed but prove faithful ‘to Him and to our-
selves,  Victory will again crown. our efforts,
and peace and plenty. Teward us for our toils.
Who, that is truly an Amerlcan, will despair of
_the sueccess of his country ?  'Who will dare to be-
lieve that we can be otherwise than LGNQUER-
ORS? We had imagined this impossitle, except
with the agents- of the enemy; yet, in a crisis
£0 1mportant, not ‘only to us, but to posterity,
we have feund that the spirit of treason has dar-
ed to stalk abroad, even at nmoonday, amongst .
-us.  Is the enemy so strong in the camp—so
confident of support, ds to hazard a fear! 5 de-
fiance? We are, it is true, proud to,e‘us,t in'a
Jand of freedom—but when-men threaten us with
giving the assistance of their pens to the cause |
of our adversaries, who will hesitate to szy that
such freedom becomes traitorcus ?”

The state of the regular army. was, at this time,
~such as scarcely to doserve the name—The mi-
litia, with the excep’mon of a few uniform com-
panles in the cities, consisted of a yeomanry and
others uccumonnd to parade for a few houss-
each year, some with bad arms;. others without
any. The pregaxauons for war on the Jland was.
confined to an expedition wader the comimand of
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general Hull, of which notice will be taken ia
the proper place. The navy cousisted of the fol-
lowing vessels. ’

Lzst of American Fesscis, and their force.
7
Rated. Mounting.

Constitution, 44 58 Copt. FHall.
United States, 44 58 . Decatur.
President, 44 58 Com. Hodgors
Chesapeake, 26 44 Ordinary.
WNew-York, 26 44 do,
Constellation, 56 44 - de.
Congress, 56 44 Capt. Smith.
Doston, 32 Ordinary.
Eesex, 52 ~ Capt. Pmter.,
Adams, a8 O"rdizmz';
‘ CORVETTE

John Adams, 26 Capt, Ludlow.

, SLCCPS OF WAR. .
VVasp, 16 18 Capt. Jones.
Hornet, 15 18 Lawrence.

BRIGS.

Siren, 16 Lieut. Caroll.
Argus, 15 ‘ Crane.
Oneida, 15 Com. Woolsey.

, SCHOGNERS.
Vixen, 12 - Lieut, Gadsen.
Waatius, 19 o © Sinclair.
Dusterprise, 12 . ~ Blakely.
Viper, 12 Bainbridge
170 {zun Boats,  Capt. Shaw.

: BOMBS. . :

Vengoones, -
;E;::e’ Ordinary.
Vesuvius, J

Com re Rodgers, beino ot Wew-York, on

ICCCI/"I"S‘ ihe }H;LU Eﬂt\ wodannuom, announc— ’
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ing wax, dddx(ﬁ«a ad hb men on the occasion, of-
'-me’) thedr wiges and a discharge to such as were
unwilling to visk their lives with himn. A general
huzza p recedud the declaration of every individual *
to “ siand or fall with the commodore.”” The
anchor was heaved, and, belore night the com-
qmadore passed the h‘»ht house of Sandy-Hock,
and pr oceedcd to sea, having under his-command
the frizates President, United States, and Con-
Yu 1({ the sloups of war Hornet and Argus.
ihe connmodore retarned to Boston, after a cruise
of 7’_,7 days during which he passed within one
day’s sail “of the Dritish chanme el, passed near the
island of dadeira, and the A?(u'“: and returncd
by the banks of Wewloandland ‘md cupe Sable.
Fe made 7 cdptur s and | recapture; ml chasad
two ﬁlitnul frivates, one of them the Belvidera.
This craise was of great benefit, as it compelled
the enemy to concemm*e his force, by which a.

vast quantity of property was saved from hlhno'
inio the oncmy § hands.

Oa the day after the commodore sailed, thq
followiny apneared in the Mew-York Colum-
“bian, and ac“ounts fer the escape of his Britan-
nic majosty’s vossels of war, Belvidera and Tar-
tarus, which had b<, 41 for come days oh Sandy
Hook.

«“lt is tndoubwd]y a fact, that dlbpatch-boatb
with information have been sent off to the Brit-
ish vessels which 'wore cruiring off the lisybor,
since the declaration of war. By whom they
were sent oﬂ', it is not necessary at pres ont to men-
tion. Bat this much may, and ought to be suid—
that if it was done j an American (itizen, he has
committed trcassa by the laws of the United
states, and deserves, and may receive a hanging
for it. There is no suwpicien, however, entu‘
tained that such an iniamous act has been. done
by any American, As it has therefore | been the

D

84
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act of the subjects of the king of England, whe-
ther they are in or out of office, the actis a
violation of the hospitality which tolerates their
residence ‘in our city, and calls loudly upon the
éonstituted authorities to put the Jaws imme-
diately in force against alien enemies, and to rid
the city of spies, or at least of such as disgrace
their character by acting in so infamous a ca-
pocity.”

It is however a lamentable fact, that the ene-
my had his adherents within the United States,
consisting of native citizens as well as of {for-
eigners. - 'The public were apprized of the in-
famous and cowardly means used by the British
to corrupt the citizens by the agency -of hired
incendiaries, among whom the notorious Jokn
"Hemry was -conspicuous. The first cffusions of
the press were watched with care, and the citi-
zens indignant at the conduct of the British gov-
ernment, which rendered war not only necessary,
but unavoidable, weré ready to construe every
opposition to government, into an act of adhcsion
to the enemy. The spirit of 1776 seemed to re-
vive; and the terms ¢ Whig” and « Tory” were
again coming into use. The party which desig-
nated itself as ¢ Federak” was long opposed t6
the officers of the general government; and were
in the practice of condemning, opposing, and
thwarting all ‘its measurcs.  This party, to be
consistent, also cpposed the war—"There was an-
other party opposed to war, merely because it
must prove injuricus to kngland; this was pro-
perly a British tory party, and should be distin-
guished from thcse tederalists, whe, notwithstand-
mg their opposition to men, were yet Americars,
The tory endeavoured to screen himself beneath
the sembiance of federalism; and the faderalict,
who could weakly lend the mask, should not com-
plaig if both should be mistaken for tories.
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'Fhere were several editors of federal politics
‘who deserved and recelved the applause of their
political oppenents for conduct pursued immediate-
Iy subsequent to the declaration of war. The
following extract from a federal paper deserves
particular notice..

From. the United Stetes Gazettey printed at
Philadelphia,

¢ The people of this country, whatever may b3
their opinions of this incomprehensible war, de-
rand, and will insist, that it be now carried on
with the vigour necessary to accomplish the ob-
ject of all war,—honor while it lasts, and real
peace and security when it ends.” :

A paragraph of a.seemingly different complex-
ion, appearsd immediately after the declaration
of war, in the Federal Republican, printed at
Baltimore, and edited by. Mr. Wagner. It was
in the following words: . _

“ We mean to represent in as strong colours, ag
we are capable, that the war is unnecessary, inex-
pedient, and entered into from partial, personal,
and as we believe, motives bearing upon -their
front marks-of undisguised foreign infuence which
cannot be mistaken. We mean to use ever

weans of constitutional argument, and every legal
means to render as odious and suspicious to the
American people as they deserve to be, the pa--
trons and contrivers of this highly impolitic, and
destructive war, in the fullest persuasion that we
shall be supported and ultimately applauded by
nine tenths of our countrymen, and that our si-
lence would be treason to them.” . :

- The citizens, in a state of high irritation, pro-
ceeded, in the evening of the 22d June, to Mr.
Wagner’s printing. office, which was destroyed,. _
This procedurg was. followed by some rioting;
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and the paper was removed to Geergetown, (Col.)
where it continved to be printed.

On the 7th July, an crder was issued from the
department of state of the United States, requiring
alt British subjeets to. register their names, ages,
places of residence, persons conposing their funi-
lies, &e. at the office of the marihal of the United
States for the district in which such subjects resid-
ed. This order was followed by others, directing
alien enemics who were engaged in foreign com-
Inerce, to remove from the vicinity of the sea or
tide water. The information constantly conveyed
to the enemy from the ports and harbours of the
United States, vas suppostd to render such a
measure necessary. It would bLe much to the ho-
nor of the citizens, if this treasonable intercourse
with the enmemy were confined to aliens; subse-
quent information cbtained ‘at the navy depart-
ment of the United States, has suflficiently proved
that several profiigate eitizens have also held com-
munication with and . supplied the wants of the
€enemy. ‘

A cartel ship arrived in July, at Boston, from
Halilax, and delivered on board the United
States frigate Chesapeake, three scamen, formerly
taken out of that irigate by the British frigate
Yeopard.

It will be recollected that the Leopard attacked
the Chesapeake in time of peace, while the latter
was unsuspicious of an attack, and unprepared
for defonce. The Chesapeake was fired into,
boarded, and these men taken by force from

her, -
' temonstrance on the part of the United States
was made to the British government, and redress
demanded for this wanton breach c¢f the laws of
nations. 'The British government disavowed any
agency in the act; but yct promoted the comman-
der of the Leopard, nct to the yard-arm of a ship,
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but to the command of a /4 The restoration
of these men had been for some time promised by
the British government; it was pleasing to see it
so soon effected after the declaration of war.
Whether the war had any ipfluence in this trans-
action, must be matter of comecture, in which
the reader will exercise his own opinion.

This is not the only instance i which war pro--
duced a change to those Americans who were 1m-
pressed and confined onboard British men of war..
Several of them, having declined serving a D"llnstv
their conntry, were se: t to pI'IbOll as pusonolb of
war, and became entitled to be liberated by ex-
change. .. This mode of treating them, after thex
cll’wm(fcer as American citizens was acknowledgec
was certainly unjust ; they should have been Iully

released; not lnvmc been taken in time of war,
or in arms, they were “entitled to 1‘ank as Non-com=-
batants.

On the 12th July, v, Foster, the late British
minister, and Mr. Barclay, late consul, departed-
trom the United States, at New York, on boL,rd
the Britizh flag of truce, Colibri. Ihwe gen-
tlemen «vcre nuuch es steemed for their pnvatc 2=
miable qualities. -

The first British victory over the American fleet,
happened on the 20th July. On this day, the U-
nited States’ schooner Nautilus, licutenant Clane,
fell in with a fleet of the enemy, and was captured

after a chase of eight hours. Mo houor was Jost
by the Americans on this occasion ; the vast dis-
parity of force rendercd resiciance as imprudent
cs it would be unavailing. The brave command=
er's sword was returned by the British ofiicery
Com. Brooke, as an  acknowledgment of the skill
and bravery with which he endeaveoured to save
s ship. Lieut. Crane and his crew were after-

wards honorably acquitted, by a court of inquiry,.
of all censure in the loss of the Mautilus.-

D2
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- On the 27th of this same month, the fricate Con-

stitution, captain IHull, chased a British ?rigate in-
to a Dritish fleet, and was chased in turn by the
enemy, consisting of a ship of the line, four fri-
gates, a brig and a scheoner, The chase continuf
ed 60 hours. ' The Constitution arrived saic in
Boston. The great address by which captain
Hull saved his ship, drew forth the admiration of
the enemy, and the applause of his countrymen.

It was the wish of the Americans, as they also
endeavoured in a former war, to induce the In-
dians to be neutral. Humanity and civilization.
plead in favour of a principle which would not
add savage barbarity to the cother evils of war;
but unfortunately, the policy of a ¢“magnanimous”
enemny was difierent. The Americans soon learn-
ed that the ecnemy had leagued himself with the
ruthless savage of the wilderness; the known war-
fare of the tomahawk and scalping-knife was to
act in concert with tiie modern invention of rock-
ets; in short, all means within the power of the
‘enemy, were to be combined against the people of
the United States.

The first act in which the allied Indians and
British signalized themselves, wus in the taking of
the fort of idichilimackinee, on the 17th of July,
1612, not being apprized of the declaration of
war. The gervicon consisted ¢f 65 men, and 47
on board two vessels in the harbour. The allics
consisted of abeut 700.

. 'T'he probability of an approaching war had de-
termined the United SBiates” government to station
a competent force in the LMichigan territory, for

the protection of the inhabitants agoinst the in-
cursion of the enemy, asweli as for the purpese of
wcting offensively, if such  should Le deemed
prodent.  General Hull had been at the seat of
government in the spring previous to the declara-
tion of war, where he made arrangemcuts for con=

ja
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ducting a force to Detroit. He accordingly pro-
ceedbd, and being joined by the «th United 15iates’
regiment, 1200 Ohio militia, and other t: 00)S, m
all about 2500 men, he reached the rapids of the
Miami of the lake, about the last of June. The
general put on board a vessel the baggage and
hospital stores of the army, with an oflicer and 30
men, with directions to saii for Dxetroit. The Bri-
tish, having been apprized of the declaration of
war, captured the vessel at Tort -Malden, mouth
of Detroit river; and thus the army suffered a
serious loss. | -

On the evening of the 12th Tuh, qnneml Hull
erossed the river De etroit, which divides the Unit-
ed Siates tunfmy of Michigan from the British
province of Upper Ca ﬂﬂdd, and fixed his head-
qam‘ ers at the town of o‘mowu‘h, about two miles

vithin the British province. From this place he
Iu-.)h: wed a proclamation, of which the following
15 a copy: ‘

BY WILLIAM HULL
Drigadior Generdd and Coneiii .
Frestern iy e Lt
A P’{,U\_ ARTA QION.
InmasiTants or C AN DA,

Adier thirty years ol peace and prosperity, the
United  States i))"e bee en dviven to arms. The
injuries and a S ¢, the msulisand indiguitics
ot Great Bntam, have once more loft thcm no
alternative but mundy istance or uncenditional
submission.  The wrmy rmy conunand has
invaded your cquintry; the standard of tl:e Union
‘now waves over the mevrltory of Canada. To the
peacez :hie Uﬂf‘u‘udl“(” Li:abitants, it brings nei-
ther danger nor i Hic alty. I come todind ene-
mies, not to make them. I come to protect, not
to injure you.

Separated by an immense ocean and an X

S the MNorth
f eS :




44 HHISTORY OF THE WAZR.

tensive wilderness from Great Britain, you have-
no participation in her councils, no interest in.
her conduct. You have felt her tyranny; you:
have seen her injustice; but I do not ask you
to avenge the one, or to redress the other. The
U.nfed States are sufficiently powerful to afford-
Very qocuuty, consistent with their rights anfl.
yom e).poctqtlons. I tender you the invaluable
blesuma of civil, political, and religious liberty,
and tncu* necessary result, individual and general
presperity; that liberty which gave decision to
our connzils, and energy to our conduct in a-
struggle ior independence, which conducted us-
safely and triumphantly through the stormy pe--
riod ol the revolution—the libe Tty Wmch has rais-.
ed us to an elevated rank among thec nations of
the world; and which afforded us a greater mea-~-
sure of peace and security, of wealth and im-.
provement, than C\"-'i 2ll to the lot of any p
e, In the vame ! my country, and the aut hor :
ty of covernnrent, i }1011110@ you p"ote(,tlon to
your peisons, property and rights; remain at
yo'u h-_.mes, pursue your ﬁaqcohﬂ and customary.
$; raise not your, h ands against your orc— :
"LJ_TJ'] of ¥ your inthers ruuﬂhn for the free-
H leace 'we now enjoy.  Being
iherf—-fw e of the same funully with us,
o the samc heritage, the arrival of an
tends must be hailed by you with a
You will be emancipated from.
o, and restored to the (i 2-
dom. Had I any doubt of
shit ask your assistance; but
I .do not. 1 come prepn I ;ur every contin-
e which will Llcak dewn

i
it

cvontual success, Iy

gency; I have o f()
all oppa-,'tion, and that force is but-the van-
guad of a much gwat If, contrary to your

own interest, and the _]u>t e\pectqt'om of my
cousitry, you should take part in the approaching
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contest, you will be considered and treated as
enemies, and the horrors and calamities of war
will stalk before you. If the barbarous aud sa-
vage policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the
savages ave let loose to murder our eitizens, and
butcker cur womien and children, this war will
be a war of cutermination. 'The first stroke of
the towmahawk—the first attempt with the scalp-
ing-knife, will be the signal of one indiscriminate
scene of desolation. No white man found fight-
ing by the side of an Indian will be taken prison-
cr—instant death will be his lot. If the dictates
of reason, duty, justice, and humanity, cannot
prevent the employment of a force which respects
no rights, and knows no wrong, it wiil be pre~ .
vented by a severe and relentless system of retalia-
tion. I donbt not your courage and firmness;
I will not doubt your attachment to liberty. If
you tender your services voluntarily, they will be
accepted readily. The, United States offer you
peace, liberty and security.—Your choice lies be-
tween these and war, slavery ~and destruction.
Choose then; but choose wisely; and may He
who knows the justice of ocur caumse, and who
holds in his hand the fate of nations, guide you to
o result the most compatible with your rights and
Interests, your peace and happiness.
"~ By the General, oo :
: A. P. HULL.
Captain of the 18tk United States' vegiment of
“Infantry, and Aid-de-Camp, Head-Quarters,
Sandwich,  July 12, 1812. :
WILLIAM HULL.
This proclamation was well calculated to in-
spire confidence and secure the friendship of the
Canadians. The American troops were in high
spirits, anxious to be led against the enemy’s
post at Yort Malden. The British force, con-
sisting of regulars; militia, and Indians, was in-
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ferior to the Americans, as appeared by the offi-
cial communicution of the British general Brock
to his government. "The moment seemed favour-
able to strike an important, perhaps a decisive
blow. The Indians, except a few of whom had’
joined the Briiish, remained: neutral, watching
with their usual sagacity, until theff ‘could dis-
cover on what side victory was likely to perchs.
nearly all the Canadian militia had deserted; the
time of attacking Fort Malden was determined on-
at a council of field officers, and preparations
commenced for advancing w the attack, when,
by an unexpected order, the plan of attack was
abandoned, and Canada evacuated, shamef_'ully
leaving to their fate the Canadians who had joined
the Ameriean standard. o

This gave time to the enemy to be reinforc-
ed, and it soon was rumoured in the American
camp that the commanding officer intended to
surrender his army in the event of an attack by
the enemy. This seemed so unaccountable at a
time when superiority of force was on:the Ameri-
can side, that the officers had resolved, in the-
event of the rumour being well founded, to di--
vest the general of his command. The execu--
tion of this plan was prevented by the absence of
two commanding officers of regiments who were
ordered on detachments. The British being re--
inforced by about 400 men, and the Indians be-
eoming more decided, general Brock advanced
and. took a position opposite to Detroit, where,
without interruption, he established a small bat-
tery. :

On the 15th August, the town of Detroit was
summoned to surrender, which being refused, a
fiving began from the British batteries, which was
returned by the Americans, and continued, with
little effect, until night. At day-light on the, 16th,
the firing recommenced on botl sides, the ene=--
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‘my cobmmenced the landing of troops below De-
“troit, which being soon effected they marclied in
close columns of platoons, twelve in front, towards
the fort of Detroit.

Against this body of troops not a shot was fir-
.ed, althmmh it advanced in a situation within the
range of the American cannon. When the Brit-
ish reached within 100 yards of the American
line, orders were given by Gen. Hull for the
troops to retreat to The fort; and soon afier, the
fort was surrendered, and the American army be-
~came prisoners of war. '

By a proclamation immediately issued by the
British commander, gen. Brock, it appears that
.general Hull had also surrendered the territory .
.of Michigan,

This was a severe and unexpected blow against

the Americans. It gave rise to a court-martial
-on the conduct of general Huil, which will be
noticed in its proper place; it, in a great degree,
destroyed the confidence the Canadians ha d in
‘the governmsnt and arms ‘of the United States;
it determined the Indians to take part with the
enemy; and led not only to a prolongation of
the war, but to many, or perhaps all of those
savage acts of murder, in which the Indians were
subsequmntly engaged, against the citizens of the
United States. ,

General Hull, in his oﬂicial account, states,
that at the time the enemy advanced against De-
.troit, he could not bring into the field more than
600 men, that the 1c<rul ar force of the encmy,
then advancmg, was m.Jch more than that nun-
ber, and twice that number of Ilidlmm.

An official letter from colonel Cass, who had a
comx/nfmd under general Hull, put the business in
a quite different h"ht, conciudmar with the follow-
ing paragraph:

% I was informed by general Hull, the nicrning
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after the eapitulation, tha hﬂ- British forces con-
sisted of ISJO regulars, and’ that he surrendered
'to prevent the cfiusion of human blood,—That he
‘magnified their regular foree nearly ﬁve—fold there
can be no doubt. Whether the” philanthropic
réason assigned by him is a sufficient justification
for suuendvunu a fortified town, an army and a
tcultozy, is. for thﬂ gavemment to determme.
Confident I am, t thadt he courage and conduct
of the general buga equal to the spirit and zeal of
the troops, tite event would have been as brilliant

and successful as it now is disastrous and (hshono-
1ab1e

The British oﬁicml ac;oun‘c is po.s’tlve as to the
inferiority of the enemy’s force.

‘A few days before the sarrender of Deixmt,
major Van Horn, of colonel Findley’s rcgiment
of Ohio Volunteers, was detached with about 200
‘men to proceed to the river. Rzusm, 4o vcinforce
captain Brush, .who, with a-company of Chio Vo-
lanteers, were escorting provisions for the army.
At Drownstown, a lar n“e pm‘tv of Indians formed
an ambuscade, and the major’s detachment receiv-
ed a heavy ‘hb at a few yards {rom the eneniy.
Thé whole dotachment retreated in great disorder;
and could not, by ahy <-ertion of nzjor Van
Forn, be rallied. —On this occasion,. thcre were
7 o(”ﬂcels and 10 pllV’Lt”S Talled, bcsldes o’ consi-
derablenumber wounded.

Before the return of major Van Horn, another
detachwmerit consisting of '600 men, under the.co
‘mayd of lieutenant “Colonel Miller was ordered 'to
proceed to the river Raisin, to’ open the communi-
‘(_dtl()n to the wriver, and protect the provisions
“which were under the escoit of captain Brush.
Llout enant -colonel Miller marched ﬁ(m Detroit
on the 8th August; and on the 9th aboyt 4 o’ Clock
i the afters 1oon, the van guard (unménded by
captam bndlmo of 'the Aty Umtu States

Lo




HISTORY OF THE WAR,. 4

ment, was fired upon by an extensive line of In-

dians and British 2t the lower part of Maguagay

about 14 miles from Detroit. Captain Snelling

maintained his ground in a most gallant manner, -
under a heavy fire, until the arrival of the main
body under lieutenant colonel Miller, when the

general attack was made on the enemy, who was

compelled to retreat before the Americans. The

rout ‘continued until fatigue and the approach of
night rendered it necessary to desist from further

pursuit,

A short time previous to the surrender of De-
troit, a provisional agreement was entered into by
general Dearborn, and colonel Baynes, ‘the Bri- -
tish adjutant-general, that neither party should act
offensively before the decision of the American
government should be taken on the subject. This
suspension of hostilities was grounded on a letter
from Sir George Prevost, Governor of Lower
Canada, to general Dearborn, suggesting the pro-
bability of a general suspension of hostilities in
consequence of a proposed suspension or repeal of -
the British orders in council, of which Mr. Foster,
late minister to the United: States had received ad-
vices on his arvival at Halifax. Whether gover-
nor Prevost seriously believed all which he repre-
sented, or that the suspension of hostilities, which
did not include theoperations at Detroit, was iri-
tended to favour the British army in that quarter,
cannot now be deterinined; it, however, enabled
the British to reinforce gemeral Brock, and proba-

ly contributed to'the fall of Detroit. The Ame-
rican governent, 'yie'ﬁ'ing‘ the British proposition
as coming in an indirect manner, offering no sa-
tisfactory security for its vbservance, and acthering
with little variation to their former pretences, did
not hesitate to disagrec to the proposal. The are
mistice terminated on the Sth September.

The disgraceiu! s«arrender of Detroit was, i soime

O .
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degree, to be compensated for, by the bravery of
American scamcn. On the lc)th August 1812
‘the Amexican fi «,}'“te Constivution, Cd.l.,tu.]n Ist
Hull, fell in wit his Britannic majesty’s frigate
Guerriere,, captein Jo B Liecres, in lat, 40. 20 N.
ton. 55 \/‘/.',anﬂ alter a sovere action of 50 mi~
nutes, during wixich the Awovicans displayed o
sunerioriiy in tactics and courage, the British ship
sur 1C11(L1&’ .

The Gurrricre mffored 50 much in her rigging
and bull, and wasso entirely disabled, that it was
found impossibie to tow 1 “into port, she was of
course burnt, by crder of capiain Hull, as soon
as the prisoners were renoved,

The Guerriere hud been fovncerly 2 French 445
but was rated only,ﬂ 58 vhe cav lx.j. 49 guns.

The Lllewing official account of her capture
from the Ifrench by the British nsval ea apiain
‘Tavie, plrees this point in an indis “m,.ble view,
as the of Briteiu, sorely hurt by this
proof cof the suporicrity o" American naval tac
tics, endeavored to u"' wesent. ihg l‘d tive size
and fores of the A

16
o.b

al

(_ s,

o]

From Capt. L:vie to Lord Hervm,

Blanche, Yarmouth, J u[&/ 26, 1303,
.

« My Lord—I have the honor to ¢
_of my return to Yurinouth te-day, ha
pany the Guerriere fiizate, commanded r“y Il
sieur nuLLu3 of the Lu icn of f.onou v;l
captured on the 19th inst. in long. €2, off the
Jslands, afier a sharpy contest of 45 minutes,
«“Le Guerriere is of the largest Class of i¥:
mounting fifty g e, with o complement of 2.
men, but they were very soun c""lj rveduced | ,j
our dcctructlve fre, and the blup Lias ako suflered
very severely, while the damages of the Blanche
were confined to the topmasts, rmoum aud “sails.

“THOMAS LAVIE?
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The following is a retuin of the killed aud
wouunded :

On board the Constitution, one' lieatenant of
marites and six seamen—Total killed 7. Two
officers, four seamen and one marine—Total
wournded 7. Total killed and wounded 14.

On board the Guerriere, killed 15, wounded
63, missing 27—Total 104: ¢ _ /

ter navy was the clici' boast of England, and
on it was Ler chief relinnce; yet she was destined
to mect her greatest wounds and disasters on the
watery element.. »

On the 17th July, the British appeared beiore
Sackett’s Harbour, with the Royal George of 24
guns, the Prince Regent of 22, Elmira of 20,
Senecaof 18, and another armed vessel. A mes-
sage was sent ashore demanding the surrender of -
“the American vessel of war-the Oncida; and also
the late Dritish schooner Nelson, seized for =
"breach of the revenue laws, A compliance with
this demand being peremptorily refused, the ene-
-my advanced within gun-shot. A firing Degun
from a 82 pounder ashore, and was returned by
the squadron which stood off and on. A brisk
:cannonading was continued for more than two
hours, when a shot from the 32 pounder having
raked the flag ship of the cnemy, asshe was wear-
ing to give another broadside, the squadron fired
a few guns and bore away for Kingston, the citi-
zens greeting them with the good old tune of
s« Yankee Doodle,” from all the music at the post.
The British shipping appeared to be much injur-
ed.—Not a man lost on the American side.

The steadiness of the American troops, and the-
alacrity with which the neighbouring detachments
-and volunteers, to the amount of nearly 3000, as-
sembled for the protection of this important post,
was, at this early stage of the war, apleasing pre-
sage of what might be hereafter expected, when.
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men would become more inured to danger. Col.
Bellinger commanded the American troops. Capt.
‘Woolsey, who commanded the Oncida, having
sailed from thé harbour and reconnoitred the ene-
my, returned and moored his vessel with a spring ¢
her cable, near the battery; and giving the com-
mand of her to his lieutenant, be went ashore and
took command of the 82 pounder, which, under
his direction, did very considerable damage to the
enemy.

The frigate Essex, Captain Porter, sailed on a
cruise from New-York, on the 3d of July, and ar-
rived in the Delaware cnthe 7th September. On
the 13th August, the Essex fellin with the British
sloop of war Alert. The Alert bore down and
commenced an action, which lasted eight minutes;
she was much cut to pieces, and had seven feet
waterin her hold when she struck, and three men
wounded. The Essex received ne injury.

Captain Porter having thrown the guns of the
Alert overboard, dispatc%ed‘ her as a cartel to St.
John’s in Newfoundland, with abeut 500 prison-
ers which he had taken in the Alert, and from
other captured vessels,

Governor Prevost, of Lower Canada, issued a
proclamation, on the 19th September, by which
all citizens of the United States are ordered to
quit Canada by the 15th of October; till wlhich
time they may depart with their moveable proper-
ty, by permission of three of the council. After -
that time, every citizen of the United States
-Jound in Canada, will be treated as a prisoner of
war, unless he has taken the oath of allegiance.

A considerable force having been assembled
in the neighbourhood of the Niagara river, under
the command of major general Stephien Van Rens-
salaer, with the view, as was generally understood,
of effecting a descent upon the British province of
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Upper Canada, a strong and impatient desire
was distovered among the troops to try their
strength against the eney. This gr xdua‘lly rose
to SllC'l a height, that resistance te it scemed
scarcely, if at a all, possible ; patriotism was passing
the limits of subordination. ¢ This, (says the ge-
neral, in his official communication tv gencral
D‘,arborn,) was expressed to me thmugh varvious
channels, in the ham of an alte"'latlve ; that they
must have orders to act, or, a all . huardb, they
would go home. -

Imnﬂhed by this consideration, the oeneral made
'(IISPO. sitions for the intended attack on the Dritish -
post at the heights of Queenstown. Some infor-
mation gainad from a porson who was engaged to
‘pass over to Canada, and who returned s .“.h, secimi-
“ed to warrant. an attack, which, besides the imme-
“diate object, might 1 wve a controuling effect upon
the movements dt roit, where it was understood
the British general Erock had gone, with all the
force he could spare. fr m the N»;wm a frontier.
~An mtontmn to transport tloops acrcss the
river, on the morning of the 11th .October, was
frustrated through the means of a boatmfm, selee-
ted for his skill and steadiness ; but who, omnc
‘ahead in the extreme darkae 3
tended pl’lCC far up the rxvu,
his boat to the shore, and abui.

meut, Ll Lils frontboat nearly every o
inz to all the boags weve ited, The exp
was given up, and the deta it returned

Tins &l cwzu ace, o0 .n' from danst
douref the abaps, seuu G to give a ’uhm: 2l f(ncc-,
to the de of eteoui "the enciny. A se-
cond atiem i T :
At dawn of (Lz'r,y, ,oh "fhe‘ ] "‘n of OCLOUjr the
trouus cot ,nmnc:al embarking u ﬁdgl cover ol a

¢

P

a..brisk ﬁring of s cetly commenced on the Ca--
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nada side, which was soon followed by a cannon-
ade on the boats,' the American cannon rcturning
the fire. Col. Van Rensselacr, with 100 men, ef-
fected a landing, and. coolly advanced in the face
of a trcmendous fire, during which the colonel re-
ceived four wounds, which prevented that useful
exertion he was so willing to make.  Col. Christie,
with his detachment, landed some time after.  Col.
Van Renssalaer, aliliough scarcely able to stand,
ordered his men to storm the fort, which service
was gallantly performed. Reinforcements having
arrived to both parties, the conflict became sc-
vere and general; the enemy socn retreated, and
the rout was followed up with great spirit by the
Americans.  Victory appeared complete.  The
enemy, at this moment, received a reinforcement
of several hundred Indians from Chippawa, and
commenced a furious attack, but were promptly
met and routed by the rifle and bayonet. ‘The
general observing a hesitation in the embarkation
of the troops, he passed over to accelerate their
movements, Could the details of this day be
Lere closed, all would be honour, all weuld be glory
to the American character. But it must be recor-
ded—alas! it cannot be concealed, that no per-
suasion of the general could influence the remain-
ing troops to pass into the boats. A large rein-
forcement from fort George, soon afterwards was
seen- coming up the river; this reinforcement o-
bliqued to the right from’ the road, and formed a
junction with tﬁe Indians in the rear of the
heights, R :

The boats were dispersed; the boatmen had
fled panic-struck. The”American troops, thus si-
vated, maintained a most obstinate conflict for
half an hour; when, exhausted of sircucth and
ammuniticn, they were obliged to surrender.
General Brock was slain, and his aid-de-camp
mortally wounded. The whele number ¢f’ Anzer-
icans engaged was about 1600, of whkich 900 were
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vegulars and 700 militia. The militia were liber-
ated as prisoners on parole, not to serve during
the war. : R

Major general Van'. Rensselaer resigned the
command of the army on the Niagara frontier, to
brigadier general Smyth,on the 14th Octcber.

On the 10th November, general Smyth pub-
lished a proclamation from his camp near Bufialoe.
As this document’ bécame the subject of much
commert, it is given here infull, It was in the
following words :

TO THE MEN OF NEW-YORK.

For many years you have seen your country op-
pressed- with numerous wrongs. Your government,
although above.all others devoied to peace, have
been forced to draw the sword, and rely for redress
of injuries on the valour of the American people.

That valour has been conspicyous. But the nation
has been unfortuvate in the selection of some of those
who directed it. One army has been disgracefully
surrendered and lost. Another has been sacrificed
by a precipitate attempt to pass it over at the strong-
cst point of the enemy’s lines, with most incompe-:
tent meanse  The caase of these, miscarriages i ape
parent. . The commanders were popular men, ¢ .des-
titute alike of theory and experignce” in the art of
war. L L . o e :
In afew days the. troops under my command will
plant the American standard in Canada. ‘They are
men accustomed to obedience, silence, and steadinéss. .
They will conguer, or they will die. = '~ "

Wil you stand with your arms folded, and look"
on this interesting struggle ? - Aré’ you not related
to the men whe fought at” Bennington and Saratoga ?
Elas the race degenerated ?  Or have'yeu, under the!



56 ° HISTORY OF THE WAR.

haneful influence of contending factionsy; forgot your
mm‘,try?' Must [ tura from you, and ask men of
th2 six nauom to suppoit the government of the U-
nited States Shall I 1n1'mtc the oficers of the
Britizh me' and suffer our ungathered laurels to
be mrmsheu by ruthless deeds?  Shame, where 19
thy binsh =1%o ; where T command, the vruguished
and the peaccful man, thé child, the waid, and the
rinivon, sholl be secured from wrong.  If wo conquer,
we will ¢ eonguer but to save.” .

M
* 1
Tl

T .

e (J/ ow- Yok ! X
The sent is the hour of renown. Have yeu
not a wish fur {ame? Would you net choose in fu-

tuie tinies to b2 nasied as one of those who, imitat--

ing the herses whom 2fontgomery led, have, in spite

sons, visited the tomb of th chief, and con-

@ the country where he lies: Yeu: you de-

sira vour share of fame. Then seize the pA:‘ent'

If vou do net, you will regret it, and zay,

“ the valinat have blad tn veing the friends Qf my

country ivil,—-and T was not theovel”

Ldvance then to our aide T will wait for you a

ays. I cannot gr' ¢ you the day of my depar-

Dcf conie Gio.  Come incon 'ui“s, half com-

_ 5oies, or singlw, I.owill ¢ amm you ivr a

short tour. Lide 1y this place, if th\, cistance is far,

and send back vour horges. Butremember that every

man who accompanies 2GR, placﬂs himself under my

coamyans, xnd saall submit to the ;;uutaly restraints
of discipiine,

ALLX. SMYTH,

Lrig. Gen.
I G AO 184.4.

175 ear i l‘/’j:: ¢

JL 19, 111‘0 ‘!LuL on 4‘ br”wojr‘.’r

te the frontior a ves :' ¢ nher of voc
Iunt{:m’;, nen who fiy f fa aricrs,
o3 qomed to the woods me use
, and 1».&1((1 Indians did

we 17th fb’vomoex, general Smyth vafl
ic adgress to his soldie rb, preparatory to an
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ymmediately intended entrance into the enemy’s
territory. The sentiments contained in this ad-
dress are noble, humane and soldierly. From
suchya general and such an army, the public ex-
pected a very successful campaign.

Their hepes were not to. be realized. Twice
the troops embarked and as often disembarked.
Public opinion, hitherto on the side of general
Smyth, now began to veer. . His courage, as
well as his patriotism, was questioned; censure
was followed by insult and menace. The project
of invasion was finally abandoned. The volun-
teers were dismissed, and the army ordered into win~
ter quarters. Thus ended the operations, for this
season, of the army of the centre.

General Smyth justified himself on the grounds
that he had directions not to pass over with less
than 2000 men; that he could not prevail oninore
than 1500 men to embark; and that an attack on
glgre enemy, under such circumstances, was con-
trary to the opinion of a council of his officers.
“ My orders,” says the generalin reply to a com-
mittee from the patriotic citizens of the western.
eounties of New-York, ¢ were to puss into Canada
with 3000 men atonce. On the first day of em-~-
barkation not more than 1400 men were embarked,
of whom 400, that is, half of the regular infantry,
were exhausted with fatigue and want of rest.
On the second embarkation, only 1500 men were-
embarked, and these were to have put off imme-
diately, and to have descended the river to a point
.where reinforcements were not to be expected. On:
‘both days, many of the regular troops were men in
bad health, who could not have stood one day’s
march; who, although they were on the sick re-
port, were turned out by their ardent officers.”

“L'hisreply was dated 3d December., On the Sth
of the same month, general Peter B. Porter gave
notice in the Buffaloe Gazette, that he would soon
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pubiish a ““true account of some of the most pro~
inent transactions of those days.” In .his notice
general Porter ascribes the failure of the expedi-
tion to the MT- ardice of ,cc‘mm Fmyth.
Generat Hmyth must rnmdm convicted, in the-

eyes of iho w wod and cowardice, if
he contmucd P - EU ch ciarges: Moder
cmvah‘v ol

Ell»d. ¢
Porter,

: ssod over to iw rand Island, on the
18th Decembor; & J:ot W chancod, in an
intrepid menuer, but witheut eﬁ‘cct, Vhen, on the

estion of gme“rl Smyth’s second, a mutnal
explanation apd reconciliation took place and the
pmucs separate ed,

General Porter, on the following day, deliver-
ed the promited statement of tmps‘xcuons, to the
editor of the Buffaloe Gazette, in which pa‘)er it
accordingly anpeared '

The ¢ tatemcnt is plain and satisfactory; and (h-
vested of that asperity, which was probably in-
tended to accompany it.

In this statement, it is represented, that, on the
27th November, there were collected in the neigh-
beurhood of Nmr“al a, 4500 cffective men, that
the - vessels collected for the purpose, vrere sufii-
cient for the uw anprI’t’\tIOI’l of 3550 men; that the
number of men actually embarked were estimated
‘to consist of between 2900 and 2600; that about
2000 moremen were paraded.on shor e, seemingly
read v tocross; that several Boats, of sufficient capa-
city to carry about 1000 -men, were still lying un-
oocunied; anfi that the enemy, estimated at about
500 men, were drawi up in a line, at about half
a mile ﬁom the river.

As o proof of w hat could be effected, had the:
men beon permitted to pass over, general Porter
siates the bravery aud saccess with which a detach-
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areent which crossed over by dirvection of general
Swmyth, accomplished its mission; havi mn cont-

pleuely routed the enemy, spiked his cannon, and

taken several priseners. ¢ Qut of 12 nav al officers,
who embarked in this enterprize, nine of thcm,

(says general. Porter) with more than balf their

.men, were killed or wounded.”

- General Smyth, in a letter to thﬂ editors of the
National Inuliln encer, dated 28th January, 1813,
pefutes the statcizent of genernl Porter. ¢ I efirm
(says general i=x xt,"ch) that on %jih T"ovpmbcr,
there were collocted in the ns crrhiood of Black
Bl i, not more than 3500 e ve men, non-Cconi-
mwissionad oificors,~ and privates, of every €orps
under my command ; not more than 1500 of Jnr.sz
were lial sle to be ovdered to cross the Niagara, sc-
covding to opinious generally veceived. (h
21st, there were 10 V.),g ced troops embarized, :md
.alvo os meny irregular volunieers as ocenpied five
boat% estimated at 150.- On the morning of the

irst December, the number of men anwed vxlt1
muskets, who were-at the navy-yard, c:,:i' i

or not embarked, did not exzce rl 2600 men,”

In this refutation, general “myth inginuates that
geneml Porter, “c‘tin 2 as coutractor to the army,
-was Not prepared to supply the nece ssary “fr‘rimw
‘having on the 30th November only 85 bavrcl: o
tiour on haud, “not two pounds of ﬂou to ea <.h
- man— The hostility of general Porter "-clt
(savs ceneral Sn *'Ln) grew “out ofthe C(,nii act.”
While the e expeditions tirs pregressed from ill-
sigh to its unavoidable consequeme, UNSuECCEs-
ful termination, the minor expeditions did honour
1o the officers who commanded and the few men
who were engaged in them.  Among these the fol-
lowing must not be omitted.

The brigs Adams abd Caledonia, w‘nic’l were
surrendered to the enc my by general hul at e
“troit, having arrived and anchored und e Bii
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tish fort Erie, captain Elliot determined on-an at-
tem)t to regain them. KHaving made the necessa-
1y dispositions, he advanced at one 0’Clock in the
-morning of the 9th October, having under his
command 100 men in two boats; at 3 o’Clock hé
was along side thevessels; in 10 minutes they were
under way, and the prisoners secured. An unfa-
vorable wind obliged them te run down the river,
by the forts, under a heavy fire of round, grape,
and cannister shot, from a number of pieces of
~heavy ordnance and flying artillery; and he was
compelled to anchor about 400 yards from one of .
their batteries; the Caledonia being got into a-safe
position, a fire was returned from the guns of the
Adams as long as ammunition lasted. It being
found impossibfe longer to withstand the fire of the
enemy, which would probably sink the vessel in a
short time, he was compelled to cut the cable and
drift down the river out-of the reach of the batter-
ics, but remained still exposed to the flying artil-
lery; having thus dropt astern for about 10 mi-
nutes, and being deserted by thepilot, he was
brought up on the shore of Squaw Island. Trom
this place he sent the prisoners on shore with much:
difficulty; and, having himself passed from the’
brig to the shore, he soon discovered that about
40 soldiers had crosscd in a boat from the British
side, and boarded the brig; but they were scon
compelled to abandon her with the loss of nearly
all their men. During the whole of the morning,
both sides of the river kept up alternately a cou-
tinual fire on-the brig, and so much injurcd her
that it was impossible to have floated her—she was
of course destroyed.

Major Young having .command of the Troy
railitia at Frenc?x mill, on the St. Regis river, pr()-
cceded to the village of St. Regle, where the cne-
uy bad landed with a view-to establish himself in
force, and vigorously attacked him at 5 o’clock
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on the morning of 22d October; one stand of co-
lours, forty prisoners, with -their arms, equip-
ments, &e. were the fruits of this spirited and well
conducted expedition. This was the first standard
taken from the enemy, in-the present. war. The
‘party returned safe to their camp-without having
aman hurt. The enemy lost 4 killed, and one
mortally wounded. ‘ ¥ :

The movements of the enemy, during these
‘times, were not. to them equally honorable -or im-
portant. S -

" Anattack of the enemy. on the village of Og-
densburg was defeated. - The enemy had 100D
men, the Americans only 400.  This happened
on the 2d Qctober. :

On the 3d October, the British briz Royal
- George went into the Genessee river, and cut out
the schooner Lady Murray and a revenue cutter.
There was no force then there, that could resist
the enemy.
~ .,The national pride had been already highly
gratified by success on the ocean; the public eye
‘was anxiously directed to that element, in expec-
tation of further glory. The public hope was not
‘to.be disappointed.

At day-light, on the 18th- October, about the
lat. of 87 deg. north, and lon. 65 deg. west, cap-
‘tain Jacob Jones, commanding the United States’
sloop of war Wasp, of 18 guns, got sight of a
British convoy of six large armed merchant ships
under protection of the Briti:h sloop of war Fro--
lic, commianded by captain Whinyeates. A sig-
nal was made by the frolic for the fleet to disperse.
At 30 minutes past .eleven A. M. an engagement
compmenced between the two sloops, at u short dis-
tance;. and continued until the vessels were so close
that the rammers of the Wasp were,; while load-
ing the last broadside, shoved against the side of
‘the enemy. The Frolic was boarded on her fore-
. ) 1]"
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castle; and immediately surrendered. The man-
ner in’ which this engagement was maintained.was
highly honorable to the: Americans. ~ The Frolic
mounted 22 guns; sixteen of them 32 pound car-
ronades, and -four twelve pounders on the main
deck, and two twelve pounders, carronades, on the
-top-gallant forecastle, making her superior in force
to the Wasp, by four 12 pounders. On board
‘the Wasp, there were five killed, and five wound-
ed.” The exact loss of the enemy could not be
-ascertained, as many of the dead lay buried under
" the masts and spars that had fallen upon the deck,
which two hours exertion had not sufficiently re-
moved. Lieutenant Biddle, who had charge of
the Frolic, states, from what he saw, and from
information from the officers, the number of kil-
Jed must have been thirty; that of the wounded,
about forty or fifty. . ;

The Wasp suffered so much in this action, that
~both masts fell on the deck a few minutes after sepan
rating from the Frolic; every brace and most of
the rigging had been shot away during the. action.

In this state, she mnearly remained, when, in
two hours after the action, the Britich ship Poic-
tiers, of 74 guns, hove in sight; and, soon after
tock possession of the twe sloops, and ordered
“them for Bermuda. . :

The captain of the Frolic, in his official letter
to admiral Warren, states that every officer was
‘wounded, and the greater part of the men either
killed or wounded; therenot being twenty persons
remaining unhurt. )

The following resolution of the Common Coun-
cil of New-Yor_k, will show the high light ins which
they held captain Jones and his crew: .

Hesolved, That an elegant Sword be presented
to captain JowEs, late ot the United States’ sloop
of war Wasp, and also the freedom of this city,
as a-testimony of the high opinion this Corporé.
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tion entertain of his gallant conduct in capturing
the British sloop -of war Frolic;--and that the
thanks of the Common- Council be ‘presented to
his brave officers and crew.* -~ -
.. The United States’ frigate United States, cap-
“tain Stephen Decatur, being on a cruise, fell in,
on the 25th October, 1812, with his Britannic
Majesty’s frigate Macedonian, captain J. S. Car~-
den, in lat. 29 N. lon. 29 30 W. and, after an ac-
tion of an hour and a half (17 minutes of which
was in close action) the British frigate was cap-
tured. The Nfacedonizm was of the largest class
of British frigates, two years old, but four months
out of dock, and mounting 49 guns, (the odd ene
shifting.) ‘This engagement gave another indis-
patable proof of the superiority of Amecrican dis-
cipline and gunnery. : -

+ The loss on both sides were as follows:

".On board the United States, 2 seamen, 2 ma-
rines, 1 boy=~Total killed, 5. . ;- -

_~ Wounded, 1llieutenant, 1 carpenter, 4 seamen,
*1 marine—~Total wounded, 7; of whom lieuten-
nant Funk -and John Archibald died of their:
-wounds. - . - : - L ‘
"~ On board the Macedonian, there were 36 kil-
led, and 68 wounded ; 36 of whom severely.

By the muster roll of the Macedonian, it ap-
peared that there were seven impressed Americans
on: board, during the action, two of whom were
killed. ’ . o

The United States and Macedonian arvived off
Montang Point on the 4th’ December; but were
prevented from reaching New-York before the
first day of the new year, 1818, .

- On the arrival of captain Hull, at New-York,
he was presented by the corporation of the city,
with the freedom of the city, ina_gold box. As
soon as captain Hull entered the council chamber,
conducted by aldermen : Fish and. Mesier, and-
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eeneral Morton; ke was addiessed by his honout-
e Witt Clinton, : mayor of the city, in an ap- .
propriate speech. & Captain Hull, with all that

modesty so frequently allied to virtuous bravery,

made a short but very becoming reply. * The cap-

tain then took the freeman’s oath, and retired,

amidst an immense crowd, who filled the air with

reiterated huzzas.  On the following day, a splen-

did naval dinner was given by the corporation to

captain Hull, com. Decatur, and captain Jones,

in testimony of the high sense entertained of the

merits of these gentlemen. .. Nothing was omitted

to render this dinner truly descriptive of the oc-

casion, and the feelings of the citizens. - ‘

On the 9th. Jan. another¢linver was given by the
corporation to the crew of the 'United States.:
The searnen and marines, having - formed: in pro-.
cession, procecded from the place of landing-to
the city hotel, amidst the plaundits of thousands of
citizens. , On the afrival of.the sailors,-and - they.
being seated, they were addressed by-Mzr. Vanders.
bilt,-with bis usual energy and perspicuity. :Fhe .
boatswain - made a short reply, expressive of the
grvatitade of his shipmates, and their wish fora-
further oppertunity to prove their devotednessto
their country. At 6 o’clock the procession was
re-formed, when they proceededyto -the theatre,
at the express wish and invitation of the manage.
ers, who reserved the pit. exclusively for their ac~
commodation. The harmany of the day was not
interrupted by -a_ single irregularity. _

"Fhe_ enemy had some consolation,. (if consola-
tion it can be ealled,) by the capture; in. Novem-
ber, of the United! States’ brig of war Vixen, of
i+ guns, by his majesty’s frigate Southampton,
of 32 gune. o '

.Ou this occasiqn, the intrepid exertions of: our
v niided by their oflicers, were ehiefly mstrumen:

in saving the movable preperty on board the:
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frigate.  So sensible was Sir James Yeo of the
generous conduct of the Ainerican sailors, that he
drew them up on the island, and publicly thanked
them in the warmest terms.

Although a patriotic support of the war was the
distinguishing feature of the public sentiment, yet
there was & strange apathy too prevalent, which
tended not a little to render its early stage un-
propitious to. the country. ~Something was ne-
cessary to awaken the unroused loyalty of the
people.  Victory might have that effect; per-
haps defeat was a more powerful agent. The
deteat and surrender of general Hull so much
disappointed the expectations excited by the ge-
neral’s proclamation, that-it is impossible to de-
pict the first effect. The mortification of disap-
pointment, added to the serious loss of a fine armny,
threw a temporary gloom over the citizens.
This soon gave way to resentment, and a deter-
mination to wipe off the ¢ foul stain”. The spi-
rit of the nation rose, and that of 1776 seemed to
return, This” sentiment, which pervaded a great
proportion of the nation, was most powerful in
the western country. (All felt the mnecessity of
immmediate action; Kentucky and Chio may be
said to have broken loose; an army was ready, as
if by magic, prepared to avenge the late dis-
grace. A leader was wanting; all eyes looked,
with a common impulse, towards the hero of Tip-
pacanoe; the united voice of the people called on
the governor to dispense with all formalities ; and.
Witriam Hexry- HArrIsSoN was appointed ma-
jor-general, with ' directions to take command
of the north-western army.  This appointment
was confirmed by the President of the United
States. '

The exposed situation of the north-western
frontier, after the surrender of  Hull, required the
utmost exertions for its protection. It was not

| QA
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possible entirely to avert the impending danger.:

The Indizns had already commenced - their sa-
vage warfare by an attack on Fort Dearborn, and
the massacre of its garrison. Fort Dearborn,-
(Chicago) was but a weak garrison, consisting of
shout 50 men; there were also In it a few wo-
meenn and children. A large body of Indians
kaving menaced the fort, it was agreed in a coun-
cil which was held with the faithless tribe, that
the garrison should be spared, on condition of
surrendering the place without resistance. They
marched cut on the 15th September; and when

abont a mile from the fort, were fired on, and mur«
dered, Wlth the exception of about 10 or 12, who
escaped. .

Fort Belview, (Madison) on the Mississippi,
was attacked on the 4th September, by the In-
- diavs, with all the desperation that a want of real
courage could inspire. The attack was renewed
dax]y unml the 8th, when the Indians, after suffer-
ing veryseverely, withdrew, leaving the brave garri-
son safe. One soldier, who was out of the fort “when
the attack commenced, wasmassacred. No lives were
lost in the fort, and only one man wounded.

About 11 o’clock in the evening of the 4th Sep-
tember, Fort Harrison, in the Indiana territory,
was attacked by a vast number of Indnnq. The
garrison was weak, and the most of them, includ-
ing its intrepid commander capt. 7. Taylor, ei-
ther sick or- convalescent. The attack was con-
tinued in & most furious manner, until zbout sun-

rise the following morning, when the savages re-
m‘ed driving away or shooting all the cattle they
ould find.

oeverel expeditions were formed against the In-
diang, for the protection of the mhabltants. and
eoping open the necessary communications. ~Col.
l‘, wnL a kn,all detachment of the Umted
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lake, where he destroyed the celebrated Pimer-
tain’s town. General Hopkins, with about 1200
troops, left Fort Harrison on the 11th December,
and succeeded in destroying several villages along
the Wabash ; a party of 62, that left the camp in
search of a man who was missing, fell in with a
large force of horse and foot Indians: this party
suéered a defeat, with a loss of 16, making, with
the missing mtan, 17. General Tupper defeated
a numerous body of British and Indians, near
the rapids of Miami; the difficulty of crossing
the river, and want of provisions, obliged the ex~
pedition to return, having lost 4 killed, and 1 be~
ing wounded. Col. Campbell, with 600 men, at-
tacked one of the Massissinewa towns, on the 17th
and 18th December, and defeated the Indians af-
ter a -most desperate conflict; the American loss
was 8 killed and 2% wounded ; the Indian town
was burned.  Col. John B. Campbell, on the 17th
November, attacked the savages at a town on the
Massissineway, which he burned, as well as three
other towns further down the river, killing several,
and taking 87 prisoners. On the morning of the
11th Dec. his camp was attacked by about 500
Indians, who were defeated, after an engagement
of about three quarters of an hour. The loss of
the Americans in these affairs was 9 killed, and
about 85 or 40 wounded ; about 40 of the Indians
were kilied. The Indians also suffered a defeat
from colonel Williams, commanding the Tennes-
see troaps. ' i

These actions were well calculated to inspire
the Indians with & proper respect for the Ameri-
cans; and if followed up with continued success,
would tend to estrange the savage enemy from his
British ally; but a sad reverse sootr occurred.

A detachment under the command of general
Winchester, being attacked on the .22d January,
at Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, by a greatly
superior force of Indians and British, aided by
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several pieces of artillery, suffered a defeat. The
Americans lost no honour on this occasion; they;
defended themselves and fought with desperation,
even beyond the time when prudence and honour
would have sanctioned a surrender. = General
‘Winchester, being himself a prisoner, agreed to
a surrender of the troops under his command, on
condition that they should be protected against
the savages, and allowed to retain their private pro-
perty and side-arms.—Thirty-five officers, and 490
non-commissioned officers and privates were made
prisoners; the mamber of killed was consider-
able. '

The prisoners who were in health were marched
to Malden; the wounded were, contraryto the terms
of capitulation, lett at the mercy of the Indians.
On the morning of the 23d, such of the wounded
a8 were unable to travel were tomahawked and
scalped.

The following is a copy of the report of a
committee of congress on this subject. ‘

“ The massacrc of the 23d January, after the
capitulation, was perpetrated without any exertion
¢n their part to prevent it; indeed it is apparent,
from all the circumstances, that it the British of-
ficers did not connive at their destruction, they
were criminally indifferent about the fate of the
wounded prisoners. But what marks more strong-
ly the degradation of the character of the British
scidiers, 1s the refusal of the-last offices of hu-
munity to the bodies of the dead. Thke bodies
of our countrymen were expcsed to every indig-
nity, and became food for brutes, in the sight of
men who affect a sacred regard to the dictates of
hener and religion.—Low indeed is the character
of thut avmy which is reduced to the confession,
that their - savage auxiliaries will not permit
them to perform the rites of sepulture to
the slain. The committee have not been able
to discover even the expression of detesiation,
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which -such conduet must inspire, from the mili-
tary or civil authority on the Canadian frontier,
unless' such 'detestation is to be presumed from the
choice of an Indian trophy as an ornament for
the Legislative Hall of Upper Canada.”

At a meeting of the oificers who survived the
battle of French- -town, held at Erie, (Pa.) the.
20th February, 1813, the following statement and
resolutions were agreed to.

Whereas, it is deemed necessary that our fellow
citizens should Qe informed of the late perfidious and
brutal acts of the British government, performed by
their officers at the battle ot’ Frenchtown.

Resolved That the following statement of the
conduct of the British ofﬁcers, be published to our
cedntrymen

That when generdl Winchester was taken prisons
er on the 22d January, 1813, and brought before col<
onel Proctor, the British commander, he directed
the commanding officer of the Americans (major
Madison) to surrrender.  Major Madison refused so.
to do, unless those who surrendered should be free
from savage massacre; this was agreed to; and the
British officers pledged ‘themselves to have a sufficient
force with the wounded to protect them, and that
they should be conveyed to Malden the next morn-
ing. They likewise pfomised to return to the officers’
tlicir arms at Malden.

Capt. N. G. I Hart, inspector to the north-western’
atmy, /being among the wounded,. it was proposed by’
his friends that they should carry him with them:y this:
they were prevenied froem doing by capt Elliot, a
Dritish officer, and an old acquaintance . of. captain|
Harcs, who plom.bed capt. H. his special . rotecn
tion, to convey him in his own sleigh to Malden
that -eveéning, and informing Rhim that he should be,
welcome to remain' at his house there, until he should,
recoveis

These were the promises ‘of the British—let our
Lougtlymen and the world see how they were ful-
file
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At the break of day next morning, the savages
were suffered to commit every depredation upon our
wounded which they pleased. =~ Aun indiscriminate
slaughter took place of all who were unable to walk ;
many were tomahawked, and wmany were burned alive
in the houses. Among the unfortunate thus murder-
ed, it is with regret and sorrow we have to name cap-
tains Hart and Hickman.

- The arms of the officers, as promised, were never
returned. Every speciesof private property remain-
ing “in the tents, belonging to both officers and sol-
diers, were plundered by the savages. -

" Resolved, That in consideration of the high respect
we hold to the memories of both officers and soldiers
who were thus cruelly murdered, by permission of
the British commander Proctor, and - his subalterns,
and those who gloriously fell in the field, defending

< the only free government on earth, that each of us
‘wear black crape on our hats and left arms for the
space of ninty days. :

. Resolved,. That a similar. procedure, testifying
their respect for those who were murdered and fell
on that day, be recommended to our brother officers
and soldiers'who survived it. ' -

’ SAMUETL WILLIAMS, President.
Jouy BeckLEy, Secretary.

The little progress hitherto made by land a-
gainst the enemy, had determined the congress
and general government on adopting a more effi-
cient plan of warfare. Several new appointments

_of officers were made; and commodore Chaun-
cey was appointed to the command of the lake
navy. : o

The commodore sailed from  Sackett’s Harbor -
on Lake Ontario; on the 8th November fell in
with and chased the Royal George until he lost
sight of her in the night; on the following day
renewed the chrse, and followed her into Kingston
harbor, where he engaged her and the batteries,
for nearly two hours: at sun down he hauled off;
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being obliged, by badness of the weather, to re-
turn to Sackett’s Harbor. S

The Constitution frigate having undergene e-
very necessary repair, proceeded from Boston on
a second ¢ruise in October. On the 29th De-
cember, 1812, in south lat: 13, 6, and west lon.
88. ten leagues distant from the coast of Brazils,
fell in with and captured his Britannic majesty’s
frigate Java, after an action of one hour and 55
minutes. The Java carried 49 guns, and upwards
of 400 men, and was cominanded by captain H.
Lambert, a brave and gallant officer. The Java
was so perfect a wreck, that it seemed extremely
doubtful whether she could be brought to the
United States,-she was therefore burned in two
days after being captured.

The Java had been lately out of dock, having
undergone a thorough repair, in order to carry
out lieutenant general Hislop, who was going as
commander in chief to Bombay. Besides her
full complement of men, the Java had upwards
of 100 supernumeraries, going to British ships of
war in the East Indies; also several officers, pas-
sengers, going out on promction. The number
of men was considerably more than that of the
Constitution. By her quarter-bill she had
one man more stationed at each gun than the
Constitution had., The loss on board the Consti-
tution was 9 killed and 25 wounded. The enemy -
had 60 killed and 101 wounded; but by a letter
written on board the Constitution by one of the
officers of - the Java, and accidentally. found, it
was evident that the enemy’s wounded musi have
been considerably greater; the . leiter states 60
killed and .170 wounded. ;; This additional num-
ber of wounded :men have probably died, before
they could be removed... Among the wounded on
board the Constitution, was captain Baiubridge,
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the commander : captain Lambert, of the Java,
was wounded mortally. ‘ ‘

General Hislop was immediately paroled, with
the officers of his staff; und at the request of gene-
ral Hislop, in a letter dated St. Salvador, Jan. 3,
1813, all the officers of the Java were in like’ man-
ner paroled. Commodore Bainbridge restored
all the private property of gen. Hislop, including
articles of plateto a large amount.

The corperation of the city of New-York pre-
sented commodore Bainbridge with the freedom
of the city, on the 8th Decem%er, 1813.

The following resolution was passed by the se-
nate of Massachussetts, the 19th February.

¢ Resolved, that the thanks of this Senate be given
to commodore William Bainbridge, and the officers
and crew of the frigate Constitution, under his com-
miénd, for their brilliant achievement in capturing and
‘destroying his Britannic majesty’s frigate Java; and
that . the commodore ¢be requested to communicate
the same to his officers and crew, with an assurance
" from this branch of the legislature, that they will
-hold in grateful remembrance those who fell in fight-
ing for the essential and violated rights of their coun-
try.” 7 :
Although it is a fact established beyond the
power of contradiction, that every possible indul-
‘gence and attention were excrcised towards the
crew of the Java, yet were some of her officers so.
ungrateful as to charge the Americans with having
ill-used the vanquished in a variety of ways. In
reply to a publication in the British Naval Chro-
nicle for May, 1814, by Thomas Cock Jones, sur-
geon of the Java, and another publication in the
same paper, for June, by one of the licutenants of
the Java, charging the Americans with cruelty,
&ec. Mr. Amos A. Evans, surgeon of the frigate
Constitution, published in the Boston Chronicle,
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a cbmplete refutation of the British slander, con-~
cluding with the following words : .

« T challenge the British to produce a solitary ins-.
tance, where they have -given a faithful and candid
relation of the result of their actions with. us, singce
“the declaration of the present war.. They have of late
established for themselves a kind of national charac«
ter, that I trust none will envy them the possession
of. They have proved, that although they may not
always be able to conquer in battle, they can prevari-
cate, defame, or mistake, with as much ease as any
nation on earth” ' B '

Commodore Rodgers sailed from Boston the 8th
Oct. 1812, on his second cruise, hayving undcr his
command the frigate President; the United States,
capt. Decatur; Congress, capt. Smith; and brig -
Argus, capt. Sinclair. The President and Com-
gress” arrived at Boston in December. During
their cruise, they captured the British packet Swal-
low, with 168,000 dollars on board, and the Bri-
tish_ship Argo, laden with cil and whalebone, both
of which arrived some time before. = They saw no
enemy’s cruisers but the: Nymphe and Galatea,
which they - chased, but lost sight of“in thz night.
The squadron have been as far east as long. 22,
and to the south as far as lat. 17 N. From the lst
to the 30th November, they fiever saw a2 sail. On
the 22d October, lying to in a gule, the President
sprung her mainmast badly ; apd on the 21st De-
cember, lying to in the Gull’ Stream, shipped a
heavy sea, which swept the starboard gangway,
started the boats, killed 2 men, and wounded 7.
The President brought in 50 prisoners. =

“The specie was landed from the President at the
pavy-yard in Charlestown, and being placed in
six waggons, ‘each carrying the national colours,
was thus carried to the State Bank in Boston,
where it was safely deposited, amidst the huzzas of
thousands of spectators. / S
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.The commodere parted company with the Unit-
ed States and Argus, the 12th October.

The U. 8. brig Viper, capt. Henley, of 12 guns,
was captured on the 17th January, 1813, in lat.
29 N. 83. 80 W. by his Britannic majesty’s fri-
gate Narcissus, of 82 guas, after a chase of 5
hours ;—no fighting.

Commodore Bainbridge left the U. S. sloop of
war Hornet, capt. Jemes Lawrence, off the harber
of St. Salvador, where she remained from the 6th
uatil the 24th January, blockading the Bonne
Citoyenne and another armed vessel. Being at
]enath driven from her station by the l\ﬁontagup
of T4 guns, which was sent to relieve the Bonne
(Atovenne, captain Lawrence proceeded off De-
marara nver, where, on the 24th Fcbmaly, 1813,
Lo 1631 in with and engaged his Eritennic majesty’s
brig of war Peacock; the action lasted but 15
mlnuteQ, in which short space of time the Peacock
was literally cut to pleces ; an ensign, union
down, was hung from the fore mcrgm as a signal
at once of disztress and surrender. Llcut Shue
brick, who was sent on board her, returned with a
report that she was fast sinking, having then six

cet of water in her hold. The boats of the Hor-

‘net were immediately despatched, and every pos-
sible exertion made to ke.ep her afloat until the pri-
goners could be removed, bv pmnping and baling,
without effect; as she sunk in five and a half fa-
thoms watel, carrying down nine of her crew, and
three of the crew of the Hornet, viz. John Hart,
Joseph Williams, and Hennibal Boyd.. Several
of the Hornet's crew narrowly escaped a similar
iate, being saved by jumping 1nto a boat that was

/ing on t?)e booms, as she went down.

The Peacock was one of the finest vessels of her
class in the British navy ; she mounted 16 twenty-
four pound carronades, two long nines, one twelve
pound carronade on her top gaﬂlam forecastle, as
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a shifting gun, and one four or six pounder, and
two swivels, mounted aft; her crew consisted, at
the time of the action, of one hundred and thirty
men. :

The loss on board the ‘Peacock could not be
ascertained by capt. Lawrence, but must have been
considerable. Capt. Peake, her eommander, and
four men, were found dead on board, and 33
wounded, most of them severely, three of whom

- died of their wounds, after being removed. The
total of killed,” wounded and drowned, was cer-
tainly 42, and probably more, : :

- The Espeigle, a British brig, mounting 10
thirty-two pound carronades and two long nines,
lay about 6 miles in shore, and within sight of the
action : she declined coming in aid of her consort,
or to approach the victorious ship, although capt.
Lawrence cleared his ship, in.expectation of a
second engagement. - - ‘ -

Captain Lawrence, stated, that there were two
impressed American seamen on board the late Bri-
tish sloop of war Peacock, one a native of the
State of New-York, and the other a native of
Norfolk. One of them was pressed two years and a
halty and the other about 18 months previous, . nei-
ther of them entered, and both were compelled to
fight during the engagement with the Hornet. -

Before the engagement commenced, the aboye
mentioned American seamen left their station,
went to the captain of the Peacock, and asked his

ermission to go below, with the crew of the brig
}])Z-Iun_ter, of Portland, "as they could not fight
against their country. This request was peremp-
torily refused by captain Peake, and the two Ame-
ricans were forced to their station, and:compelled
to fight. L ‘ . '

Captain Lawrence further stated, that another

. impressed American was reported to have been on
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board the Peacock, and that he was killed du-
. 'Ting the action.

The reader should not be carried away with
‘the belief, that the commander of the Espeigle
was a coward. That may possibly have been the
case, but it is far from being probable. Those
who wish to allow to Ameriean naval heroes their
-well earned honors, will be readier to ascribe the
modesty of the Englishmen to the effect of Ameri-
can prowess, than to British cowardice. Pru-
-dence is a virtue which often requires courage to
exercise. Had the commander of the Espeigle
encountered the victorious American, he would be
defeated. He probably believed so; and, believing
it, he acted with prudence.

The following comment on the capture of the
Peacock is extracted fronmi the London Globe.

¢ The late captain of the Swallow packet, captured
by the Americans, landed on Monday at Falmouth,
fiom. on board the Childers sloop of war. He con-
firms the loss of the Peacock, which struck to the
Hornet, after a severe and sanguinary conflict, and
went down while the enemy were taking out her
crew., Sixteen English and four Americans went
down in her, The force of the two vessels was near-
ly equal. The circumstances, therefore, which have
enabled America thus to add another laurel to her
brow, it is most important to know, and we trust
they will be fully inquired into. In the cases of cap-
ture by large American frigates, the mercenary. wri-
ters for the-admiralty have assured their readers that
they have, by some charm, been able to practise a
deceptio wisus upon our navy ; that although apparent-
ly frigates, they are in fact great ships of the line;
but as no dispurity of size is supposed to have exist-
ed in this disaster, Mr. Croker’s scribes will probably
give out, that the crew of the Hornet were not of
the ordinary race of sailors, but that every one was
" a Hercules in strength, and an Archimedes in sci-

ence.”
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The following appeared in a Halifax paper.

“In our extracts from American papers our read-
ers ‘will find an account of the capture  of the Pea-
_cock. The good fortune of the Americans has not
forsaken t‘nem on the contrary, it is more conspicu-
ous in this than in their previous actions.  Every one
conversant with gunnery must know, that had a vessel
been MOORED for the sole purpose of making an EXPE-
RIMENT, it is not at all likely she would have been SUNK
¢n so short a time.

Previous to the action with the Peacock,” cap-
tain Lawrence captured, on the 4th February, the
Lnghsh brig Resolunon, of 10 guns, ‘frem Rio
Janeiro, bound to Maranham, Whlch he burned
after taking from her about &£ -28,000 sterling in
speme. On mu‘:termcr the mmnlno after the ac-
tion, ther: were toa‘ld on board the Hornet 277
souls, inclading the crew of the American brig
Hunter, of Porthnd taken a few days before by ¥
the chncou«:. This additional proof of the supe-
riority of American tactics has not been exceeded
by any former instonce. 1t may indeed be said to
have decided the ralative merits.of American and
British seamen, the superiority claimed by the
British is no longer maintsinable—the Amerlcans
rank decidedly as first in naval tactics. :

Captain Lawrence, while off &t. Sa! va( cr, sdr\t

a challenge to captain Greene, of the Bonne Cito-
yerme, which the latter prude ntiy dechned ac=
¢epting.

The following resolutions passed the common
council of the ufy of Ncw—%orh, on the 25th
’\{[arch, 1813,

“Resolvcd That the freedom of the uty be pre-
sented to. L;zptam Lawxenue, together - with a pu,c-v )
of plate with appropriate devices and inscriptions,
and that his honor the Recorder be requested to tor-
ward the same, with a copy of this resolution.

‘Resolved, That iu tesfimony ot the high sense

T 9
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which this Common Council entertain of -the conduct
of the United States’ sloop of war Hornet, by the
capture of his Britannic. . Majesty’s sloop of war Pea«
cock, in the unexampled short period of fifteen mi-
nutes, that the Common Council will give a public
dinner to the crew of the United States sloop of war
Hornet”

These many and splendid naval victories deserv-
ed not only the applause but the gratitude of the
nation. Congress was not insensible to this, A
law passed that body in March, 1813, appro-
priating - the sum of 25,000 dollars, to be distri-
buted among the officers and crew of the Consti-
' tution, for the destruction of the Guerriere; and
a like sum of 25,000 dollars, for the destruction of
the Java; and the sum of 25,000 dollars, to be
distributed among the officers and crew of the
‘Wasp, for the capture of the Frolic.

The United States’ frigate Chesapeake, captain -
Evans arrived at Boston the 10th -April, 1813,
from a cruise of 115 days, having sailed from the
same port the 17th December, 1812.

From Boston the Chesapeake ran down by the
Madeiras, Canaries, and Cape de Verds; thence
down to the equator, between long. 16 and 25,
where she cruised. 6 weeks; thence down the coast
of South America, passing within 15 leagues of
Surrinam, (was in the same place the hornet sunk
the Peacock the day after she left) down by barba-
does, Antigua,7and most of the windward West-
India islands; thence on the United States, be-
tween Bermuda and the Capes of Virginia, by the
Capes of Delaware within 12 leagues, by New-
York within 20 leagues, thence through the east
channel to Boston, , - :

The Chesapeake captured, during her cruise,
$ British, and 1 American. vessel sailing under a
British licence; and re-captured an American
schooner, The Chesapeake was chased by two
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ships of war (a 74 and a frigate) off the Western
Islands. Off the Capes of Virﬁinia,, gave chase
to a sloop of war, and continued chasing for two
days, when the sloop escaped in the night. Seven
men died of a malignant fever; and three were -
lost by the carrying away of the main-top-mast,
during a heavy flaw, the day before her airival
in port. ‘ o

On the 26th April, the enemy in great force
invested fort Meigs; and, on the 1st May, com-
menced a cannonade.. On the 9th May, the
siege was raised. The garrison made successful
sorties against the right and left wing of the ¢éne-
niy. General Clay also attacked the enemy, with
great success, and spiked several pieces of cannon;
but the Kentuckians, with too much ardor and
confidence, remained on the ground, although.
frequently called on to return to the fort, nntil
attacked by a very superior force of Indians and
British, when they were defeated with a loss of
abont 500 men. S

On the 25th April, commodore Chauncey
salled from Sackett’s Harbor, having en board
his fleet about 1700 troops, destined to commence:
operations against Canada. They arrived oppo- -
site Little X?ork, the capital of Upper Canada, .
on the morning of the 27th April, andimmediate-
ly commenced the landing of the troops, under a
heavy fire from the enemy.—After a very severe
and sharp contest of half" an hour, the enemy
was repulsed by a number far inferior.to theirs.
As soon as the remainder of the troops had land-
ed, the enemy retired to his works. One battery
being carried, the troops were advancing towards
the main works, when a tremendous explosion
took place from a magazine previously prepared,
and which threw out an immense quantity of
stones, by which the Americans lost in killed and
wounded about 200 men, among the killed, the
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gallant brigadier-general Pike. -The British regu-
lar troeps having retreated, the commanding officer
of the militia agreed to terms of capitulation, and
the capital of Upper Canada was sutrendered to
the American troops. The American loss in kill-
ed and wounded was 269. Enemy’s loss in kill-
ed, wounded, and prisoners, 930. :
As an evidence of the barbarity of the enemy,
the following despatch from commodore Chaun-
cey to the secretary of the navy is given.

Sir, T have the honor to present to you by the
hands of lieutenant Dudley, the British standard taken
at York on the 27th of April last, accompanied by
the mace, over which was hung a human scalp —
These articles were taken from the parliament house
by one of my officers, and presented to me. The
scalp I caused to be presented to general Dearboin,
who, 1 believe, still has it in his possession. I also
send by the same gentleman one of the British flags
takenr at Fort George on the 27th of May. I have
the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most o-
bedient humble servant, '

ISAAC CHAUNCEY.

On the 22d May, commodore Chauncey sail-
ed from Sackett’s Harbor, having 350 men of
colenel M<Comb’s regiment on board, and arrived
near Niagara on the 25th; the other parts of his
squadron had arrived before, and landed their
troops. 'The commodere had an immediate in-
terview with general Dearboern, and a plan of o-
perations against the enemy was agreed on. QOn
the 26th, the commodore reconnoitered the po-
sition for landing-the troops; amnd at night sound-
ed the shore. The morning of the 27th was fzed
on for an attack en the encmy at Fort George.
The heavy artillery, and as many troops as conld
be stowed, were taken on board the fleet, the re-
mainder were ordered to embark on board boats,
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and follow the fleet.—At 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing, a signal was made for the fleet to weigh, and
the troops were embarked on board the boats be-
fore 4;--and soon after, generals Dearborn and
Lewis went on board the fleet. In the course
of the morning, the different vessels: advanced,
‘and took positions as directed. All the vessels
anchored within musket shot of the Canada shore;
and in ten minutes after they opened upon the
batteries, they were completely silenced and a-
bandoned. . The light troops, under colonel Scott
and major Forsyth, landed at 9 o’clock; general
Lewis’ divisions with light artillery, under colonel
Porter, supported them. - General Boyd’s brigade
Janded immediately after; and generals Winder
and Chandler followed in quick succession.
The enemy, who had heen concealed in a ravine,
"now advanced in great force to the edge of the
bank, and disputed the landing with great
warmth; but the coolness and intrepidity o%fthe
Americans compelled them to give way in every
direction. The enemy soon deserted the -fort,
which was occupied before noon by the Ameri-
cans. The enemy lost 108 killed, 163 woun.led,
and 113 taken prisoners. The Americans lost
39 killed, and 111 wounded. In the enemy’s
loss, 507 militia, who were paroled, are not 1n-
cluded. '

Prior to the taking of Fort George, three
Americans in the camp, who refused tobear arms,
were, by order of colonel Clark, taken out, and
without ceremony skot! 'This infernal scoundrel
met with his deserts soon after—he was killed at
the time of the surprise of generals Winder and
Chandler, o '

A fire was kept up at intervals during the
succeeding night, from the batteries at Fort Evie.
On the morning of the 28th, all the magazines
from Chippewa to Point Albino were blown up,
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the enemy retreated; and Fort Erie was enters
ed in the afternoon by thz American troops.

In these different transactions, commodore
Chauncey bore a spirited. and.useful part. The
loss on board his fleet consisted of 5 killed and
11 wounded. ‘ :

Captain Perry, afterward known as the hero of
Erie, volunteered his? services on this occasion,
and materially - aided in securing success. ¢ He
was,” according to commodore Chauncey’s re-

ort,» ¢ present at every point where he could
Ee useful, under showers of musketry, but fortu-
nately escaped unhurt.” v

The enemy, probably with a wish to perform
some exploit that might balance his losses in the
neighborhood of Niagara, prepared, with a strong
force, to attack the American post at Sackett’s
Harbot. On the 28th May the enemy’s fleet ap-
peared, accompanied by a large number of boats.
Lieutenant Chauncey, of the navy, came in from
the lake, firing alarm guns. General Jacob Brown,
who commanded the fort, made every possible
disposition to repel the mensced attack. On the
mosrning of the 29th, 33 large boats, filled with
troops, came off from the enemy, and proceeded
to Garden-island, under cover of some gun-boats.
The militia, stationed near where the enemy pro-
posed to land, fired with considerable effect, and
then fled from their post. The enemy effected a
landing with about 1200 men at Horse-island. A
detachment of militia, under command of captain
M:«Nitt, threw themselves, with considerable ef-
fect, on the,rear of the enemy’s left flank, while
the regulars, under colonel Backus engaged and
routed him. General Prevost, who commanded
the British expedition, retreated with great pre-
cipitation, under protection of the guns of . his
vessels; and thus saved himself and men from be-
ing imade. prisoners. According te a previous ar-
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-rangement, it was agreed that, in a certain event,
the stores, &c. at. the navy-peint should be de-
stroyed. This event did not_happen; but some
person, unauthorised, brought informatien- to
licutenant Chauncey that the battle was lost—the
stores, accordingly, were destroyed. =

Gen. Jacob Brown, of the state of New-York,
who ‘commanded the land forces at Sackett’s har-

. bour, gave a substantial proof of those military
talents, which in all his subsequent operations were
so conspicuously useful to his country, and so uni-
formly honourable to himself, that even envy ne-
ver c%;.red lisp an insinuation discreditable or dis-
honourable to the general. Sir James Lucas Yeo
commanded the British fleet. o

The enemy’s loss was very comnsiderable, includ-
ing several officers of distinction. The Americans
lost about 150 in killed and wounded ; colonel Mills
was killed, and colonel Backus mortally woun~
-ded. - About 400 regular troops sustained the heat
of the action. ’ "

At the close of the action, a British barge, with
a naval Lieutenant, under a flag of truce, came to
the bank of the river, and demanded of an officer
who was standing there, In the name of the gene-
ral and commodore, the surrender of Sac%rett.’s
harbour. The officer replied “No,” and the flag
yeturned. Al e -

“The pride and presumed superiority of Britain
on her own domain, the ocean, was materially tar-
nished. The laurels plucked from France, Spain,
Portugal, and Holland; were withering, and seem~
ed to be transferred to adorn the brows of the
*hitherto despised commanders of the: Lilliputian
fleet of America. It was resolved by the enemy
toretrieve lost honour; An expedient was resort-
ed to, which was successful as far as the capturing
-of a ship; yet an astonished and admiring world
remained unaltered in the opinion, - that the supe-
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riority of American tars was not lessened by the
event, nor the fading lustre of British invincibility
in any:mannef retrieved. '

For some time before the 1st of June, the Bri-
tish frigates Tenedes, Bellepoule, and Shannon,
were off the harbour.of Boston, where the Chesa-
peake lay. The Tenedos and Bellepoule, having
put a part of their crews on board the Shannon,
proceeded to sea. The. Shannon (the best fii-
gate in the British navy) appeared alone off the
harbour; on which the Chesapeake got under
weigh, at meridian, on 1lst June:—at 15 minutes
before 6, an action commenced, within pistol shot,
and in a few minutes the vessels closed; the arm-
chest of the Chesapeake was blown up by a hand-
grenade thrown from the enemy’s ship: and im-
mediately after, the Chesapeake was carried by
boarding, and the private signals of the navy of
the United States fell into the %ands of the enemy.

The enemy boasted not of this victory ; it cost
bhim too dear, and was an indispatable proof of
American bravery.  Never was theresuch carnage
between two ships in so short a time. The
loss on board the Shannon cannot be exactly as-
certained; the loss on board the Chesapeake was
48 killed, and 96 wounded. Total killed and
wounded, 144,

Every officer upon -whom the command of the
ship would devolve, was either killed or wounded,
previously to the capture of the vessel. The brave
capt. Lawrence was mortally wounded.

On the authority of captain John Upton, com-
mander of the privateer Cossack, of Salem, the
following circumstances were published in an
eastern paper.

« After the enemy had complete possession of the
ship, and the men were ordered from the tops, Mr:
Berry, 2 midshipman, who commanded the mizen tep,
“surrendered himself as a prisoner, when two sailors
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rashed ip, and seizing him by the collar, ut*na‘np ed tp,
throw him ovenbo’nd but he got within tn° s‘lnui,,
when they seized him by the h°els, and pi ikched him
on the déck. Being stunned by the fall, he lay for
gome time senseless ; ‘and when he c“m= ta, he was
cut over the head with a ‘cutlass, which nsarly tee.
‘minated hisexistence. Mr. Livingston, another mid-
shipman, after recemng a musket ball through his
body, was run through the body three times,. notwith-
standing his rnpeated cries for- quarter, and after the:
enemy . had possession. of the ship! He lived long
enough to express his indignation at the brutality of
his enemles, and e‘cpund in af.,vv homn, Three men
were killed in the hold after the e capture of the ship;
and they even fired into the cock‘)xt among ths woun-
ded and dying! Eleven of the Cl"sapeakea offizers
were confined in a small place, nine feet by 6, with
a guard at the door, till they :mwod at Halifax, and
only'1 or 2 pﬂumttad to'come out at a time. Moan
were shot at in comidg down out of the tops to surren-
der themselves and other instancas of bnrbarlt} took
place, disgraceful to a civilized peapla)

The boastings of Butmh echtoxs, and the rom
Jmcmoao Bri ltlsﬂ pnrmzans, were rather mad than
enthusiastic, on the recovery of her trident b y the
inistress of the deep; but this rejoicing did not
long continue; thf* facts connected wuh the .en-
ga(remont could not be lo*)rr concealed. The cow-
ardly superlonty of the eac‘ny, th Ull"“{ﬂﬂ’l(}}.u;l
brave ery of the Amencam, and the sreat 1053 of
blood in defence of their flay, e "1ah ¥ when con-
traﬁted Wwith - former e‘lfmgemﬂnta. 1in W ‘hich .the
cnemy was defeated, left no soi;d f")ound for exul.-
tation, nothing of Wmch to boast.  The unpre-
Judiced reasoner will yet be found holding the
'l'erI and doubting: whether to' award it to “the
victors or the Vanqulshed The honours confer-
red on captain Broke by hu mur}'uyme'l, were
Justly dae to great va.lour of which he is certainl ¥
Sasessed qlthouWh in thlb instance it was tar-
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nished by a dastardly plan-to xender success cer-
tain.

- .‘The body: of icaptain Lawrence was interred at
Halifax on the 8th June;-on which: occasion the
British officers joined in procession, :to show ' their
respect . for- a: naval «commander , whose heroism,
skill and- demeanor drew respect from all, even
from'the . etiemy: . - ’

i Captainr Crowinshield, of Salem, (Ms.) having
obtained a flag of truce, proceeded to :Halifax in
the brig Henry, at his own private expense; and
being. permitted to take on board his vessel the
body of captain Lawrence, and also: that.of lieu-
tenant: Ludlow, brought the corpses to Salem,
where a funeral procession took place on the 17th
August, with every mark of regret, esteem and
g;ratitude‘, which the citizens could bestow. Judge
Story delivered a suitable oration. The effect
produced on the audience, when the orator pro-
nounced the last dying words ‘of Lawrence, ¢ DoN"z
GIVE UP THE SHIP,”.may be conceived—to desciibe
it would be impossible. : :

Mr. Edward N. Cox, brother-in-law to captain
Lawrence, proceeded to Salem, and having receiv-
ed the bodies of the two heroes, conveyed them to
the city of New-York, where they were finally in-
terred.  The arrangements for a public funeral
were made under the direction of a committee of
the common council of the city.

On Thursday the 16th September, pursuant to
arrangements, the bodies of our valiant country-
‘men, Lawrence and Ludlow, were finally consign-
ed to the peaceful tomb. The unusual number
which swelled the mournful procession, and the
undissembled sorrow which marked every counte-

"pance, from the highest to the lowest order, evinced
in an unparalleled degree the public sympathy,
and that the honours paid to the ¢ mighty dead”
were “iot more conspicuous than deserved. On
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no similar occasion have we witnessed a testimoni-
al of respect so universal and sincere. It was in-
deed a day of mourning. The hearts of hoary
patriots and youthful heroes beat in solemn unison,
and the bright eye of beauty glistened with a tri-
butary tear. Not only the reflections arising from
such a scene, but every transaction cennecied with
the proceedings of the day, were calculated to in-
spire. with reverence the coldest and most disinter-
ested spectator. . g

. 'The concourse of spectators who witnessed this
interesting aind impressive exhibition was innume-
rable, .and is supposed to amount . to. forty or filty
thousand. The streets. wére lined, -the windows
crowded, ‘and the roofs covered with ¢itizens, view-
ing the grand and solemn spectacle. . The caval-
tade of boats: in the harbor, from its novelty in
particular, attracted much . attention, -and the
wharves and the rigging of the vessels in the docks
were crowded with' spectators.

:.'The- corporation made a:provision. of 1,000
dollars for each of the two infant children of cap-
tain Lawfence. - - i

An application to the British naval officer, cap-~
tain Oliver, -for permission to convey the bodies of
Lawrence and Ludlow, by water to: New-York,
was shamefully refused. . .
. Thefollowing extracts, translated from a French
paper, is worthy of a place here..

“The British, who- had triumphed in.so many na-
val combats- previously to the - prevailing . American
war, have.long relinquished the'practice of rejoicing
for victories obtained over a single frigate.” Ifan
achievement -of that sort took place against any of
the European powers, the detail of the action was
merély inserted in -the London Gazette, - the papers
of the metropolis echoed the narrative," paid a pas-
sing -compliment to the officer, and the affair went off
being recorded pro memorin, in. the Naval Chronicle,
#s-a thing of course. Votes of honor from the cor-
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poration of London, a sword of a hundred guincas
value, and parliamentary encomiums, were reserved
for the hero who should destroy a fleet.- The battle of
‘the Iile, that of Trafalgar, and the like, were alone
brilliant enough to excite the applause of a people
grown callous to commen feats of renown, and who,
accustomed to vanquish évery thing on the ocear, be-
lieved themselves omnipotent on that element. In
the Americans, the British have found an enemy that
has obstructed the agreesable “train of their marjtime
ideas. The citizens of the United States are the:best
seamen in the world. Their ofiicers are men of nau-
tical science, of great experience, and generally in
the prime of life. - The first naval combat of the war,
marked, not.a simple equality of skill-and - coyrage
in the men of the two countries, but a decided su-
periority in favor of the Americans, . If the English
pride was mortified at the sudden reyerse in the case
of the-Guerriere, the whole Britishi* government was
thrown into consternation at the capture of the Mace-
donian, the Java, the Frolic, and the Peacock. Such
fapld and successive defeats made the eabinet of St.
James bristle again; it seemed as if all the English
captains were doomed to pass, one after the other,
uuder the Yankee yoke, or to the. regions of the
dead!” ‘ '

« A tijumph.gained by something weéry like anar-
tifice, thas.given occasion to the most extravagant de-
monstrations: of joy. in London. - A member of Par-
liament, -whose 'name: is “Croaker, which in the Eng-
lish tongue, signifies a moisy,; but contemnptible-rep-
tile,- has promeunced oh the oceasion a mest prepos-
terous ewl ogivm; and the corporation -of Lendon have
treaied ke hffair.as if. the fieets of 2ll the world had
been anchorediin’ tlie Thares, @ strophiessof their
valor! Who is there that does hot perdeive i this va-
poring of theTslanders, a.real‘fear for their ~ultimate
raval superiority? “The Americans will Soon recever
from this event. They are a people who.do.not-yield
to misfortune; - We had some experience of them: 50
years ago; and they have already evinced'that they
bave not degenerated.”
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The barbarous usage which the crew of the
Chesapeake received from the enemy, when con-
trasted with the treatment which the brave Law-
rence and his crew observed when they were vic-
tors, is the best possible comment on the charac-
ter of both nations. ‘

Itisa fact worthy of note, and in the highest
degree honourable to our brave tars, that on the
day succeeding the destruction of the Peacock,
‘the crew of the Hornet made a subscriptin,
and supplied the prisoners (who had lost almost
svery thing) with two shirts and a jacket and
trowsers each. o

The following is the official report of an extra-
ordinary event which-occurred on the 6th June:

~ COPY OF A LETTER
. From Magor-General Dearborn to the Secretary of ~
- War. :

. - Head-Quarters, Fort-George, June 6, 1513,
ir, '

I have received an express from the head of the
lake this evening, with intelligence that our troops,
commanded by brig. gen. Chandler, were attacked at
two o’clock this morning by the whele of the British
and Indian forces; and by some strange fatality,
though our loss was small, (not exceeding thirty)
and the enemy completely routed and driven from the
field, both brig. generals Chandler and Winder were
taken prisoners. They had advanced to ascertain
the situation of a company of artillery, when the at-
tack commenced.  Gen. Vincent is said to be among
the killed of the enemy; Col. Clarke was mortally
wounded, and fell into our hands, with 60 prisoners
of the 40th British regiment. The whole loss of the
enemy is 250. They sent in a flag with a request to-
bury their dead.——General Lewis, accompanied. by
brig. gen. Boyd, goes on to take the command of the
advanced troops; ‘

H2
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It appears, that on this occasion the advanced
guard of the American army commenced a sharp
skirmish with the advance of the enemy, on the
sfternoon of the 5th June; the latter was com-
pelledd to retreat into a thick wood. In the even-
ing the Americans took a position behind Stoney-
creek ; the light infantry and part of the rifle corps
formed the right wing; the artillery, the centre;
the 5th, 16th and 23d infantry, and some riflemen,
the left, and the cavalry in the rear; the picket
guards were strong, and so placed as to surround
the eneampment with centinels. The whole force-
did not exceed 1600 men; but their disposition
was the best that could be made. Three hundred
men were encamped on the border of the lake,
for the protection of the beats.

About two o'clock in the morning, the. enemy
forced the picket, and attacked the encampment in
the dark, with his whole force of regulars and In-
dians. The Americans withstood and resisted the
cnemy with such resclution and success, that when
‘the day dawned, none of the cnemy were to be
seen, but the killed and wounded, who covered
the field ot battle.

The attack began on the right, and was gallant-
ly repelled by the fire of the light troops and 25th
regiment, commanded by major Smith. In a

‘few minutes it became general along the whole
line, and was nobly returned by .the artillery of
the centre, commanded by captains Townsend and
L. Lccnard, and Uy the trocps of the left wing,
viz. the 5th, under licat. col. Milton, the 23d. com-
manded by major Armstrong, and the 16th. The
fire comtinued with litile intermission for one heur,
during which time the enemy attempted, by fre-
quent charges, to break our line, but without ef-
fect, being obliged to give way by the well direct-
ed fire of our brave trcops. -

The 138th and 14th regiments, which had been
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detached the preceding evening, were active in
making prisoners, and advanced with much ardor
to the field, in hopes of saaring with the gallant
5th and 25th, 23d and light troops, the glory of
another combat.  But the unfortunate capture of
brig. gens. Chandler and Winder, who were tak-
en i the action, unknown to any part of the ar-
my, and hurried to the enemy’s lines, prevented
the future operations from being carried into ef-
fect with the promptitude which would assuredly
have taken place, had either of those officers been
present to command.

As soon as it was discovered that generals Win-
der and Chandler were prisoners, colonel James
Burn, on whom the command devolved, summon-
ed a council of war, a majority of whom decided
that the army cught to retire to its former position
at Forty-mile creek. '

The array on this occasion has proved its firm-
ness and bravery, by keeping its position in a night
attack, in which the yells of the Indians, minpled
with the roaring of cannon and musketry, were
calculated to intimidate. The enemy charged re-
peatedly, and so dark was the night, that our army
could. not distinguish friend from foe; in one of
these they succeeded in carrying off a 6 pounder,
a howitzer and a caisson, to the great mortification
of our brave artillery. Itis presumed .it was on
that occasion also that we lost our generals, who
were distinctly heard encouraging our men to fight. -
The squadron of dragoons remained formed and
steady at their posts, but could not act on account
of the darkness of the night, and the thickness of-
the adjacent woods.

Rz’port‘_'rgf killed, wounded, and missz'n‘,;g', in the aclion
of the 6th June, at Stoney Creek. '

- Killed—1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 15 privates,
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Wounded—-1 captain, 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, and
34 privates.

Missing—2 brigadier-generals, 1 major, 3 captains,
1 subaltern, 9 sergeants, 4 corporals, 80 privates.

Total—killed, wounded, and missing, 154.

Correct returns from the reports . of the different
corps in the action of the 6th inst. at Stoney creek.

J. Jounson, Asst. Adj. Gen.

The enemy acknowledged to have on this occa~
sion, the 8th or king’s regiment, 280 men; 49th
regiment, 430; total regular, 710, besides *a
powerful body of Indians, under the chief Nor-
ton.” As the enemy makes no mention of his
militia, and as he is known to under-rate his ac-
tual force in every engagement, it may be sup-
posed that his force in the engagement at Stoney-
creek, was very considerable.

The American army took up a position at Fort
mile-creek, ten miles in rear of the ground on whic
it had been attacked. Here it was joined at 5 o’clock
in the afternoon of the 7th June, by a reinforcement
under the command of gen. Lewis. At 6 o’clock
in the evening, the hostigfe fleet hove in sight; the
Americans lay on their arms during the night.
At dawn of day the squadron appeared about a
mile from the shore; about 6 o’clock, towed in a
large schooner, (it being a dead calm,) with a view
to destroy a number of boats, attached to the A~
merican army, which lay on the beach. B
means of a temporary furnace, constructed in half
an hour, under direction of Captain Totten, of the
engineers, and by the successful fire from 4 pieces
of artillery, worked by the men of capt. Archer
and Towson’s companies, the enemy’s schooner
was compelled to retire, without effecting the de-
struction of the boats. A party of Indci’ans, hav-
ing occupied a commanding eminence, commenc-
ed an attack on the Americans, but were soon dis-
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jodged and forced to retieat beiore a party of vol-
unteers, under command of licut. Tldridge, adju-
tantin col (‘myslle&, 1001m€nt Sir u.,a“es T:wo,
commander of the enemy’s fleet, hnvmn" failed in
his attack on the boats, sent a flag to the “American
commander, demanding a surrender of the army ;
to this a verbal necr'mve was given, On the 14th,
a part of the camp euuq age and baormve were
put in boatk, and the weather bem o ka,vourabk, the
boats put oif, without waiting for a detachment of
200 men, which wexaomerer] to go on board for
the purpese of protecting them, i in case of being
attacked. It was for a short time calm, buta breeze
bprmmng ap, when they had progressed about
three ‘miles, they were bore down upon by an arm=
edschooner ; the most enterprising kept on and
escaped others ran to the shore and deserted their
lioats; twelve of the boats, principally containing

gf{)‘age of the officers and men, were taken. At

CFdOOK, gen. Lewis put the army in motion, in
ordel“ 27} leturn to Niagara;-the Canadian wilitia
sand ‘sivages hung on their flanks and rear, during
thé reti‘eat.

“Liéuten'mt Colonel Beerstler was détached on
thi! evex ing of 23d June, with 570 men, toa
place’ cal Ned Beaver-dams, about 9 miles from
Quéetis-town, to disperse a body of the enemy
collectedl- there.. She‘enemy’s force was undet-
stood tg consist of above 0 regulars, 150 or 200
militfa, 'and 50 or 60 Indians. “Colonel Beeritler's
detachutent’ veached- within about two miles of
Béaber-dams; at-8 o’clock in the mor mn0, when
it ‘\"%L ttadked: from  an ambuscade, consisting of
508° redulfirs, -and 160 Indians, but soon rey Julsed
the eltemy;- :md then retired to a clear ﬁeld, and

sefnt an* express for reiifforcements. A reinforce:
nient - of 800 men, under command of Colonel
Chrystie, was quickly marched to the aid of Col-
ene! Beerstler; but, on arriving at Queenstown,
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was informed, that Lieutenant Colcnel Beerstler,
with his command, had surrendered to the enemy,
The reinforcement returned to camp. The Ame-
rican -troops fought with great bravery for twe
hours, while surrounded by supcrior numbers,
General Dearborn, in his official statement, dated
at Fort George, June 25th, expresses his sur-
prise, “why it should have been deemed proper
to remain several hours in a position surrounded
by woods, without cither risking a decisive action,
or effecting a retreat, remains to be accounted for,
as well as the project of waiting for a reinforcement
from  a distance of fifteen or sixteen miles.,” This
difficulty was socn cleared up by Major' Chapin,
who commanded the militig at the battle of Bea-
ver-dams, but who arrived at Buffaloein the night
of the 13th July, bhaving, together with his com-
pany, escaped from the enemy, after being prisoners
of war. Captain Chapin stated, that the enemy was
considerably superior in number, notwithstanding
which, TLientenant ‘Colonel Beerstler would have
been able to fiaintain his position, or cut a pas<
sage through the énemy, so as to effect a retreat;
but at this juncture, a British officer rode up, and
demanded the surrender of the Americdn party.
The demand was madey he said, to prevent the
effusion of blood. -Hé asserted ‘also, upon his
honour, and declared in the most solemn ‘manner,
that the British regularforce was double that of the
American, and that thé Indians were 700 in num-
bér,  Lieutenant Colonel Beerstler, under a be-
lief'of these facts, and thinking it irapracticable to

et off ‘the wounded, ‘whom™he was unwilling to’
abandon to the mercy of the savages, and deeming
it extremely uncertain whether a retreat -could be
effected, thought proper to ‘agree to terms of ¢a-’
pitulation, which were at length signed by him-
self on the one ‘part, and by Lieutenant Colonel
Bishop on the other.
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Captain Chapin makes the following statement :

«The articles of capitulation were no_sooner
signed, than they were violated. The Indiar;s‘ .il.h,'
mediately commenced their depredations, ,,flﬂd
plundered the officers of their side-arms. The
“soldiers too were stripped of every article of cloth-
ing to which the savages took a fancy, such as
hats, coats, shoes, &c.” ‘ oL

By the articles of capitulation, it was stipulated

that the wounded should be taken aood care of,
* the officers be permitted to retain their side-arms,
private property be respected, and the militia im-~
mediately parolled. How characteristic of a sa-
vage and faithless enemy was this shameful viola-
tion of honour and good faith,

Major Chapin and his corps were detained un-
der a guard at the head of Lake Ontario, and no
attention paid to the article of capitulation, which
provided for their being parolled. On the 12th
inst. they were ordered down the lake to Kingston ;
for which place they were embarked in two boats,
zccompanied by a guard of 15 men, under the
command of a lieutenant. Thirteen of the men,
with the lieutenant, were stationed in the forward
boat with Major Chapin and the other officers,
while the remaining two, (a sergeant and one man,)
took the direction of the other boat, which con-
tained the soldiers. An agreement had been en-
tered into, previous to their departure, of seizing
the first opportunity that offered to regain their hi-
berty, which they determined to effect, or diein the
attempt. When they were within about 12 miles
of York, the boat which was filled with the pri-
soners, was rowed by them along side of the ether,
under pretence of taking something to drink. The

signal being given, they sprang upon the guard,
who little expected such a manceuvre, and in a
short time disarmed them, and gained, possession
of the boats. They immediately altered their
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course from Kingston to Fort Niagara, and after
rowing hard for most of the night, and escaping
with diffrculty from one of the enemy’s schooners,
which gave them chase, arrived in safety with their
prisoners, at the American garrison.

The following extract of a private letter from
Fort George, made its appearance in a public
newspaper, in the first week in August:

¢ A large boat arrived two days since from Little
York, containing one lieutenant, and 8 of his Britan-
nic majesty’s militia, captured by 8 of our men, (3
regulars, and 5 militia,) taken at-Beaver Dams. The
lieutenant and his party were conducting them to
Kingston—our men rose on the English, and brought
them in here. Another boat, with 14 of Beerstler’s
men, has just come in from “Vork, bringing with them
their sentinel, and one other person.”

It would be an unpardonable injustice to the
brave Chapin not to give his own report of this
aroic escipe.  ‘The following is a copy of his let-
ter to General Dearborn, dated I'ort George, June
13th, 1813,

“Sir—I have just arrived from my confinement in
Canada, with my men, without our parole. Our re-
turn happened in the following mannner; I received
orders at Burlington heights on Monday morning, to
go to Kingston—We set off accordingly under the
care of a guard of 18 men. I had with me 28 men.
We all went on very quiétly till 4 o’cloek in the af-
ternoon, “at which time 'l gave a signal to attack the
guard, which were stationed in the following order;
A- sergeant and one man in the boat with my men, a
lieutenant and 13 men in the boat with me and two
officers. At the signal, my men ran along side of the
boat I was in. Lieut. Showers ordered them to fall
astern. [ ordered them on'board—at which time the
officer attempted to draw his sword, I seized him by

“the neck and threw him on his back—two of his maa
drew their bayonets upon me—-I immediately seized
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both bayonets at the same instant, and threw them
on the top of the officer, and kept all down together;
at the same moment, my men seized the guard, and
wrested trom them their arms—we then, having pos-

session of the arms, changed our course, and arrived-

here this morning half after two o'clock, all safe. We
have brought twe boats with us.

"1 have the honour.to be very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

CYRENUS CHAPIN.”

On the 11th July, 1813, 250 British regulars
crossed the Niagara, below Black Rock, maved
up towards that place, and marched far above the
navy-yard,” before any alarm was given. The de-
tached militia, being surprised, vetventad up the
beach, and left the enemy in quiet possession of
the village, who preceeded to burn the sailors’ bar-
racks and block houses at the great battery; they
then proceeded to the batteries, dismounted and
spiked three 12 pounders, and took away three
field pieces, and one 12 pounder; they tooik from
the store-houses a quantity of whiskey, salt, flour,
porii, &c. which, with tour citizens, they took
acress the river. At the first moment of tha
alsrm, General Porter left Black Rock for Bud
faloe; at which place he assembled 2 body of vol=
unteers, and a few regulars, which, with 100
militia, and 25 Indians, formed a junction sbout
a mile from the enemy. Aiter being formed with
the militia and Indians on the flanks, and the
volunteers and regulars in the centre, they attack=
ed, and the enewy, after a coutest of 20 minntes,
retreated in the utmost confusion, to the beach,
embarked in several of our boats, and pulled for

the opposite shore; all the boats got oif withount™

Injary, except the last, which suffered severcl,

frow ouwr fire, and from appearance, neasly all the-

men in her were killed and wounded. The Dri-
tih Jost 8 killed "on the field, besides those Lilled
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and wounded in the boats. The Americans took
15 prisoners, who were sent to Batavia. On the
American side, . sergeant Hartman, Jonathan
Thomson, and Joseph Wright, were killed, and
5 wounded, two of which were Indians.

On the 7th July, the enemy attacked a guard
about a mile and a half from Fort George, when
Lieut. Eldridge, with 39 men, who volunteered
under him, went to relieve them; but, in his zeal
to execute the order, he unexpectedly feund him-
self surrounded in the wood by Indians, who open-
ed a deadly fire upon his little corps, which cut
down 18— few fled, and the remainder were
taken by the Indians, and stripped, scalped, and
mangled in a horrid manner. Only 9 of the corps
escaped. ‘ :

During the night of the 4th July, a party of
the enemy, conmsisting, according to the British
account, of 44 men, but known -to exceed that
number, passed over in boats from Chippawa to
Fort Schlosser, which was guarded by only 12
men, whom the enemy made prisoners, together
with three of the citizens; and also sncceeded in
carrying off some flour, salt pork, whiskey, &ec.;
one brass six pounder, a few stands of arms, some
ball-cartridges, &c. with which they hastily retir-
ed. The enemy being reinforced, returned on
the succeeding evening to complete the plundering,

“which his hurry and fears compelled him to leave
“unfinished during his first visit, but observing a

gnard, heretreated without attempting to land.
A body of the enemy, consisting of about 200
men, beside Indians, attacked the pickets at Fort

‘George, on the 17th July, but were bravely repul-

" sed, after a ‘contest of one hour. Although this

aftiir was ngt othérwise’ of much conseguence, ‘it
i B 9

“was in a deptree so, inasmuch as it ‘wave a full op-
{ P

portimity of testing the ‘couduiét of the American

 officers engaged; - as it was fought in detachm-
- ents . Colonel, Seott hqd command of the troops
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on this occasion. General Boyd, in his official
report, highly extolled the activity and bravery of
“those engaged, particularly Majors Cummins,
and Armstrong; Captains Vandeursen, Madison,
Birdsall, and Towson. '

A declaration of war, of which the following
is a copy, was issued By the Six Nations of New-
York Indians, immediately after the' invasion of
the state by the British.

DECLARATION OF WAR,
BY THE SIX NATIONS OF INDIANS.

We, the Chiefs and Counciliors of the Six Nations
of Indians, residing in the state of New-York, do
hereby proclaim to all the War Chiefs and Warriors
of the Six Nations, that WAR is declared on our
part, against the Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada. B

" Therefore, we do hereby command and advise all
the War Chiefs to call forth immediately the Warri-
-ors- under them, and put them in motion, to protect
~their rights and liberties, which our brethren, the
Americans, are now defending,. .

(Bigned) By the Grand Councillors.

Major-General Dearborn had been for some
time in a state of ill health. On._the 15th July
he was superceded in the command of the army
on the Niagara frontier; and was succeeded b
Gen. Beyd, the second in command. On' this
occasion, the general received a wvery affectionste
address from General Boyd, and the other officers
serving at Ifort George. . As, however, the cause
of the general’s dismissal was the cbject of warious
conjecture, the following extract from the gencral
order, issued on the occasion, will givv‘e to the reader
all the satisfaction in our power to communicate,

~ “The major general commanding, having received
ovders from the secretary of war, to retive from the
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command of this army until his health shall be re-
cstabhbhud, and_uritil further orders—the command
devolves on me Gen. Boyd. Were the major-gene-
ral permitted to consult his own feelings, no consi-
deration could indué¢e himto'lcave the army at this
important crisis ; but the first duty of' a soidier is to
obey his superiors.”

About the 15th or 16th of July, two private
‘armed boats, each carrying a 6 or 8 pouiider, and
50 men, sailed from Sackett’s Harbour; to cruise
in the St. Lawrence! - On Monday, the 19th,
they fell in with a gun-boat, (,axvynwr a6 pound
“carronade, convcymrr 15 of the enemy s batteaux,

captured them without the loss of a man, and
“brought them into Cranberry creek, “about, 49
mﬂcs above Ogdensburg. The batteaux liad on
board 230 bwleis pork 500 bags pilot-bread,
‘armunnition, &c. bound from Montxeal tc cha-
‘ton. On T‘J{i\nly morning, $ of the enemy’s
gun- u:ats, with 250 coldlcrs iro*v Pr eccot arrived
off the crec ¢k, and landed their men., The priva-
tecrsimen had hqm:v time to constriict a breast-
work of their bags of p!lot bread, . before  they
‘,xu attacked bv 200 of the encmy; and stmnﬁe
to tcll, aifter an obstinate engagement, in which
fmm 40 to 60 of the enemy were killed, his force
retreated precipitately to their boats, c}.cq;t 15,
'-who took in the woods and were pm‘smd The

American 1053 was tllﬁmn tnow h it 18 not upccx-
.ul Sixty-seven Britis il pUsoncls, Ldp‘ ured in
the batteaux and Ollﬂ-bOaL arrived at. ¥ ater-
town ‘on Tuesday evemno

The emn]oyment of }ndm*s by the'énemy ren-
dered it absolutely necessary o attach the fiién wdly
Indians to the army of the United =t'\tw. On
iljs occasion there was an cpportunity of proving
that the savage can abstain from those barbarous
wets, which the enemy must have encouraged, or
certainly did not attempt to prevent.
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A body of volunteers and Indians, under com-
mand of Major Chapin, had a skirmish with the
enemy near Tort George, on the 17th August,
in which the latter was defeated, and completely
routed. The American Indians captured 12 of
the British Indians, and 4 whites. The Iudians,
in a council held with them previous to this affair,
covenanted not to scalp or murder. Their bravery
in battle was as conspicuous as their humanity to
the vanquished; no insult was offered even to the
dead. .

At day-break on the 24th August, the enemy,
with his whole force, commanded by Sir George -
Prevost, drove in all the American pickets at
Fort George. A skirmish ensued in the village,
with little effect, when the enemy retired, leav-
ing 15 of his men dead on the field, ‘and a ow
prisoners, including a captain of the 49th. The
Arericans lost 2 men kilied, and a few wounded.

The pain of being compelled to relate the bar-
barity of a faithless enemy, on almost every occa~
sion where he had power, is pleasingly mitigated
by the contrast which the acts of Aerican sol-
diers and seamen produce.  Among the many,
too nurerous for recollection or detail, the fol-
lowing will be read with satisfaction.

On the 21st September, ~a company of velun-
teers, principally of* the village of Buffaloe, em-
barked for Sugar Loaf, (about 14 miles from Fort
Lrie,) under command of Major Chapin, with
an intention to surprise and capture a British
guard, commanded by Colonel Warren, The
Colonel had anticipated the attack, and had with-.
drawn himself and guard from the lake some miles,
into the interior of the country.—The party took
several prisoners, who were immediately paroled ;.
and 84 barrels of flour, and a bale of blankets,
all of which was the property of government.
There were several hun(}red barrels of flour at the.

2
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mills, but there being no proof of its being public
‘property, it was not taken. The conduct of Ma-
Jor Chapin, in all his incursions into the enemy’s
territory, has been strictly: honorable; carefully
“distinguishing between friends and enemies; just-
ly diseriminating between public and private pro-
perty.

The Amoricen flect, vnder ccmmand of Com-
modore Chauncey, went out of the inner harbour
of Gackett’s Harbour, the 16th July, 1818, and
sailed soon afterward. The fleet stretched over
ior the enemy’s shore, and from thence stood up
the lake, and arvived off Niagara, in the evening
of the 27th July, Com. Chauncey being inform-
ed that the enemy had a considerable aeposit of
provisions and stores at Burlinghay, had determi-
ned to attempt their destruction, Having taken
on board 250 infunivy, the fleet proceeded to the
finad of the lake, but owing to light winds and
calms, did notarrive to an anchorage before the
evening of the 29th.—Twe parties were sent on
thore, who took some of the inkabitants, from
whom they learred that the enemy was lately re-
intureed, and that he had from 600 to 40 regn-
lars. The trcons were, however, landed the nezt
morning, tog r with some msuvines and sailors;
but, om iccornsitering the enemy’s position, ke
wds found posted upon a peninsula of Ligh greund,
. intrenched, and his camp defended by
about 4 piecce of cannon. It was judged inexpe-
dient to attack him with a force scarcely half his
auwmbers, am! without artillery.  The men were
re-embarked in the course of the afternceny and
the flect weighed in the evening, and stood for
York, in the harbour of which place it anchored
nbcut 3°¢’cleck, P. M. On the 31st, the schoon-
ers called into the upper harbour; the marines
and coldiers, under the command .of Colonel
Seety, landed without oppes:tion, (upwards of 406

Jrs
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anen of the enemy. havmrr left York for the head of
the lake, two days previous to the disembarkation. )
‘Several hundred barrels of flour and provisions
were found in the public store-house; also 5 pieces
of cannon, 11 boats, and a- quantity of shot,
shells,. and "other stores; all of ‘which were either
destroyed or taken away—a few prisoners were
taken. The troops were re-embarked on the Ist
Ausust, having previously:burned- the barracks,
and public sture-houses——the expedition arrived
at Niagara on the 3d.

On the 7th August at day-light, Commodore
‘Chauncey discovered the enemy, consisting of 2
ships, 2 brigs, and 2.large schooners, on Lake
Ontario. He 1mmed1ate1y weighed . anchor, and
manceuvred to gain the wind. = Both fleets conti-
nued to manceuvre for several hours, at a distance
from each other of abéut 5 or 6 miles, Commodpxe
Chauncey endeavouring in vain to bring the ene-
my -to action. Toward night it became gnite
calm, during which time the Commodere endea-
voured to reach the enemy by sweeps, but without™
success. ~ Wind, during the mght, was very,
squally. At day-lwht on the 8th, discovered
that 2 of theschooners, the Hamilton and Scour g8,
mounting together 19 guns, had foundered, and.
every- soul on - ‘board them, except 16, perished,:
This accident gave the enemy a decided advan-
tage, yet the Commodore offered him battle, which,

as declined.—In the afternoon the wind fell away,
and the Commedore aguin endeavoured to reuch
the enemy by means of his gweeps, but was again
vnsuccesstul. During the aﬂ.uzroun the enemy,
taking advautage of a wind which sprang up, and
brmwht him to windward, endeavouréd to. eut off
the Amemcan schoonérs, but they were able to
come into their station before he could reach them,

" Night coming on, and the weather, as on the
former night, squally, the. Lommodore, to guard
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against further accident, as well as to afford some
rest to his men, who had been 40 hours at quar-
ters, ran in toward Niagara, and anchored out-
side the bar. Here he received on board, and
distributed in different vessels, 150 men, to aid
in boarding, in case he could close with the ene-
my. .

Soon after day-light on the 9th, he discovered

the enemy, weighed anchor, and stood after him,

The winds were light and variable, and before

noon quite calm; at. 5 P. M. the wind sprang up,

pursued the probable course of the enemy during

the night. In the morning of the 10th, discover-

ed the enemy, and gave him echase; before the

wind chariged, brought the enemy to windward,

by which he was again enabled to avoid an actien.

Both fleets continued manceuvering until 11, when

a firing commenced between both fleets,- The

wind favoured the enemy, and enabled him to cf-

fect one purpose of all his long and cowardly

manceuvering, by separating two vessels from the

remainder of the squadron, and capturing the

Growler and Julia. :

On the morning of the 11th, the Commodore
got sight of the enemy, but he still refused battle,
notwithstanding his increased advantage, by the
capture of 2 vessels, and a wind favourable to
him. A gale coming on, Commodore Chauncey
returned te Sackett’s Harbour, to obtain provi-
sions, of which, his ships were nearly destitute.

On the 7th September, the enemy’s squadion,
under command of' Captain Yeo, was discovered
close in with the Niagara river. Commodore
Chauncey’s fleet imrmediately weighed anchor, and
preparcd for action. The enemy sailed to the
northward; the Commodore in pursuit.—The
pursuit was continued all around the lake, until
the morning of the 12th, when the enemy suc-
ceeded in getting into Amherst-bay, During the
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,ch‘ase, there was_ a running fight, ¢ff Genessee-
river, which continued three and o hglf }.ourb,
the enemy gnffered much; thc Amcnc;ms did not
lose a man.
. Cominodore. Chaungey contmued to blockade
the enemy in Amherst—bay, unil the 17th Sept.
when a heavy wind from the westward favoured
his escape into Iunoraton, and the American fleet
returned to Sackett’s harbour.  After a few howrs’
.delay at Sackett’s harbour, Commodme Chaun-
cey sailed again for Miagara, where he arrived on
the 24th. On the 19th. he saw the enemy .off the
Talse DLICbe, but took no notice of him, in'the
hope that he wight follow the commodore up the
lake.
.. On the 26th Sentember Commodore Channecsy
,kamed that the en»my s Beet wasin York-bay; he
prepared to wcwn, but was prevented ifrom get-
ting ont .of the river before. the evening of the
27th. ‘On the 28th the enemy was discovered un-
der way in- York bay; the Americans . Iormed a
line for battle, and ran down for the enemy’s cen-
tre. The enemy endeavoured to avoid an action.
At tén minutes past 12, the enemy, in order to
save his two rear vcssels, was compelled to tack
-in succession, bemnmna at his van,. when he homt—
_ed his colours, and commenced a fire on commo-
dore Chauncey’s ﬂil.,?—&hlp, the general Dike, for
the .purpose of covering his rear, -and aitackmo'
.the American rear as he passedto Ieew:ardf By a
happy manceuvre, comrnodme Chauncey defeated
this part.of the adversary’s plan, when the latter
‘bore away. The Am*ﬁu&m ships, however, closed
so.near as to bums thelr guns Lo bear ; and in 20
Lunuwe, the main and mizen top-;ndsts and main
yard of: the Wolf were shot away.— This ship im-
.nmdxately put before the wind, and set all sail upon
his main mast; and by keeping - dead Dbefore the.
wind, was enabled t0 escape.—'l he chace was
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continued until near 3, P. M.. during which timeé
the commodore’s .ship kept within point blank
shot of the enemy, and sustained the whole of his
fire during the chase.

At 15 minutes past 3, the commodore was oblig-
ed to give up the chase; his ship was making wa-
ter so fast, that it required all his pumps to keep
her clear; and others of his vessels were much da-
maged, The enemy’s fleet was within six miles of
the head of the lake, where, owing to the stiffness
of the gale, both flects might go ashore at a place
in possession of the enemny. The commodore,
therefore, thought proper to proceed to Niagara.
The general Pike suffered a considerable loss of
men, among whom were 22 killed or wounded by
the bureting of a gun. On the 1si October, the
commodore sailed again from WNiagara, taking un-
der convoy several boats with troops for Sackett’s
harbour. Having convoyed these as far as it was
-deemed necessary for their safety, he-left them to
proceed coastways, and bent his coursein search of
the enemy. ) : T o

Gn the 24 October, at 10 A, M, the enemy was
discovered steering a course for Niagara. Com-
modore Chauncey ordered a chase; -the enemy
avoided an engagement as usual, and was far
‘ahead by sun-down. On the morning of the 3d,
the enemy was discovered at anchor close in with
the land, between Twelve and Twenty-mile creeks,

ut made sail-on’ discovering the American fleet.
The chase continued all day: the enemy could
barely be made dut from the mast-head by sun-
down.. “At day-light, ‘on "the 4th, he could not
be seen. /The: Commodore, - suspecting that the
enemy, availing himself of a very dark night, had
shaped his course for Kirgston, directed his course
for the Ducks.—At 8 P. M. the Commedore dis-
covered 7 saii near-'the false Ducks, gave chase,
and at4-o’clock, discovered them to be sloops and
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schooners., At 5 P.M. gained considerably on
them, which the enemy perceiving, he took the
men out of a slow sailing gun-boat, and then
burned her to prevent her capture. At sun-down,
when opposite the Real Ducks, the Hamilton,
(late Growler,) Confiance, (late Julia,) and Mary-
Anne, struck their colours, and were taken pos-
session of. The Drummond soon after struck to
the Sylph; and on the following morning, the
Sylph took possession of the Lady Gore. But
one of the enemy’s vessels, a small schooner, es-
caped, and she owed her safety to the darkness
of the night.

~ Commodore Chauncey proceeded to Sackett’s
Harbour with his prizes. The captured vessels
mounted from 1 to 3.guns each, and were return-
ing with troops from the head of the lake. The
foﬁowing are the number and description of
troops of the enemy made prisoners on this occa-
sion, viz. 1 major, 1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 sur-
%eon, 10 sergeants, 4 drummers, 202 rank and

le, of De Wattevile’s regiment; 1 lieutenant, 2
master’s mates, 35 seamen and marines, of the
royal navy; and 4 sailing masters of the provin-
cial navy. lhe enemy’s squadron was seen go-
ing into Kingston the same evening,.-

It was cause of much surprise that the British
were permitted to obtain an ascendancy as to ac-
tual force on the lakes Champlain, Ontario, and
Erie; if they did not make all the use:of their
numerical superiority which they ought. to have
made, it must remain for themselves to explain.
Commodore Ycg was brave, and an experienced
‘officer. His apparently ,cowardIy : conduct .on
- Lake Ontario, must have been the result of his
_private” instructions. [t must be confessed, that -
this surmise is ill suEpdrted when . connected. with
the policy of the British commanders on lakes

Champlain and Frigz. On both these lakes, the
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enemy reckoned on success, as what must certaln-
ly result from his superior tactics, supported by a
superior force. He did try his strength and ta-
lents against the Yankees, and with his ships and
invincibility, handed over to the Yankees, all the
laurels which were gleaned from cvery other naval
power.—The American war, on the sea and the
lakes, has disgraced, degraded, and humbled the
proud mistress of the deep, and raised the aspir-
ing and noble minded American to a height, -
which every nation in the world, except England,
has witnessed with a pleasure or enthusiasm, that
speaks a language to the Briton, not equivocal,
but galling, dreadful, omincus.

For some time, the enemy assumed, and in
fact, held the command of Lake Krie.  His fleet
was commanded by an officer of experience, who
tauntingly boasted of his superiority.—~Commo-
dore Oljver H. Perry wes appointed to take conz-
mand of the American fleet. The following ex-
tract of a letter from him to the sccretary of the
navy, was dated 4th August, and announced his
intention of meeting the enemy.

“1 have great pleasure in informing you, that I
have succeeded in getting over the bar, the United
States’ vessels, the Lawrence, Niagara, Caledonia,
Ariel, Scorpion, Somers, Tigress, and Porcupine.
The enemy have been in sight all day, and are now
about 4 leagues from us. Ve shall sail in pursuit of
them at 3 to-morrow morning.”

The following ctiicial leiters from the Commo-
dore, are proofs of the modesty, as the result of
the enzagomnent was, of the undaunted heroism,
and neval skill of this groat commander,

Copy of a Letter from Cuirmadore Perry to the Secre-
- tary of the Navy.
U. 8. briz Niagara, off the Western Sis-
ters, ricad of Lake Erie, September
13, 1813, 4 P. M. .
Srr,—It has pleased the Alwighty to give to the
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arms of the United States, & sigual victory over their

enemies on. this lake. " The British squadron, cou-

sisting of 2 ships, 2 brigs; 1 schooner, and 1 sloop,

have tms momeant surre*ldexed to the force under my

command, after a sha.rp conﬁlct. I Lave the honour

to be; &c: ‘O.4H. PERRY.
Hon, W. Jones, Secretary of the Navy.

Cop Y of a Lctter from Commodore Perry to the Sccre-
tary of the Navy.
U. 8. schooner Ariel, PL.t—m-Bny, 12¢th
Sept. 1818.
Sir,—In my last 1 mfm med you that we hud cap«
tured the Lnemy s fleet on this la.xc. 1 have now the
honour to give you the mest important particulars o
the action. ~ On the morning of the 10th inst. at suns
rise, they were discovered from Put-in- -bay, when I
lay at anchor with the squadron under my coitmand.
We got under way, the wind light at 8. W, and stood
for them. At 10°a. M. the wind hauled to 8. E. and
Brought us to windward ; formed the line and-boré up,
At 15 minutes before 12, the enemy commenced - fir-
ing; at 5 minutes. befo"e 12, the action- commenced
on our part. Finding their fire very e qucuve, ow-
ing to their long guns, and its béing mostly directed
ag the Lawrence, _I. made sail, and directed the-other
vessels to follow, for the purpese of closing with the
enemy. Every brace and bowlinebsing seon shot aways;
she became unmanageable, notwithsianding the gre&t
exertions of the sailing-master.  In this "xuatmn she
subt'uned the acticn L.pwam; of two hours, within
auister distance, until every gun was rendered use-
lc;,s, and the greater part of her crew either killed m‘ ’
weunded, Finding she could ue longer annoy ¢

exemy, [ lefc ber in char ze-of Lieat. Yarnell, vvho,
I was convinced, from the bravery . ﬂ]‘“(}.u] dmghycd
b] hun, would do what would comport wiih the ho-
pour of the flag. At half past 2 the v'md sprihging
up,: (mpc. Lliiot was enabled to bring his vessel, the
itgara, ga landy into. close c,cuon i 1mme\imfdy
vient Qn, bua 4ot her, when- e unticipated my wish,”
by volumr—';.nw te mmu thie admouu'b. which Lad




110 BISTORY OF-THEE WAR.

been kept astern by fhie lightnes of the wind,
dnto close action. It was with unspeakable pain,
that [ saw, soon after I got on board the Nia-
gara, the flag of the Lawrence came down,-al-
though I was perfectly sensible, that she had been
uefer\ded to the last, and that to have continuved to
make a show of resistance, would have been a wanton
sacrifice  of the remains of her brave crew. But the
.enemy was not able to take possession of her, and
circumstances soon permitted her flag again to be
hoisted. At 45 minntes past 2, the signal was made
for ¢ close action.” -The Niagara being very little
injured, I determined to pass through the enﬁ‘mys
Ihe, bore up and passed ahead of their two qnps and -
a brig, giving a reking fire to them from the stur-
board guns, and to a "‘.rge schooner and sloop, from
the Jarboard side, at haif pistol-chot distonce. The
smaller vessels at this time, having got within grape
and canister distance, under the direction of Captain
Elliot, and keoping up a well directed fire, the two
ships, a brig, and asc'morwr, surrendered, a s@,hoon-
er and sloop making a vain aitempt to escape.”

Zziract of a letter from Commodore Perry.
U. 8. schooner Ariel, Put-in-Bay, 13th
Sepiewber, 1813,

3 also beg your instructions respecting the wound-
ed. 1 am satisfied, sir, that whatever s steps-I might
take, governed by humanity, would meet your ap-
probation. Under this impression, I have taken up-
on myself to promise '”;L tuln Barclay, who is very
dangercusly wourded, that he shall be landed as near
Lake Ontaris as possible, and I had no coubt but
you would allow me to parole him.”

The k‘:‘m**'““r is the statement of the respec-

tive ferces of 1}*e conicnding flects -
Statement of the force of t/’ze Brztzs;z Squadron.
Ship Detroit,’ 19 guns—1 on pivet, and

o .'2 howitzers.
Qaezn Charlotte; 17 do. T do.
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Schr. Lady Prevost, 13 do. 1 do.

Brig Hanter, 10 do..

_Sloop Little Belt, .3 do. - ]
Schr. Chippewa, 1 do. and £ swivels,
' 63 guns.

_ Note—The Detroit was a new ship, very strongly
built, and mounting long 24’s, 18’s, and 12%s.

Statement of the force o the United States. Suuadron.

Brig Lawrence, 20 guns,

Niagara, 20 do.

Caledonia, 3 do. :
Schr, Ariel, 4 do. {1 burst early in ac-
i tion.)

Scorpion, 2 do. ‘

Soemers, 2 do. and 2swivola.
Sloop Trippe, 1 do.

Schr, Tigress, 1 do,

Porcupine, 1 de.

54 guns.

The loss, on the part of the Americans, was
as follows: -

Killed. Wounded, Missing.

Lawrence, 22 61 $3
Niagara, 2 25 27
Caledonia, ‘ 3 3
Somers, 2 2
Ariel, 1 3 4
Teipoe, 2 2
Scornion, 2 2
27 26 - 123

Two days previous to the action, 57 men unfit for
duty in the small vessels,

'Whlle giving the Commodore®s own sccount
of this action, we-cannot omit his laconic letter
to General Harrison. It has' been called, by 4 -
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writer, | ¢ C cgprean brevity,”  Ceesar said ¢ ven,
,mdl, viclsy but 1‘4-115 d ‘d not ccnquer merely by
showing himself to an encLyyy who, reckoning on
his own known superiority of force, and presumed -
superiority din tactics, calcuiatcd with great cer-
tainty on conguering the Yahkces. The battle
was “hard fought, and the loss en -both SIdes very
great. - Perry might have said, “veni vici,” or, as
he would #ransiate the words of the Roman gene-

ral—¢ we met the enemy, and they areours;” but
the addition of ¢ vidi” might favour the opinion
that he won the bmtle ﬁom the unndlty or. inac-

ivity of the enemy ; which would be depriving the
brave Perry and his crew of more than. half “their
merit.

“ . 8.brig Niagara, (ﬁ/ue Western' Sister,
head of Take J;’;rze, Sept. 10, 1813, 4 P.M.
< Dear General,
sitd “We have met the enemy,——and they are
ours.n Two ships, two brigs, one schooner, and one
sloop. ¥ours, with great respect and esteem,
«O. H, PERRY.

Hitherto we have seen the enemy beaten ship
to ship, but now we were*to--witness them
fleet to fleet ; and a more decisive or splendid vie-
tory was never achieved. ¢ I'rom the “best in-
formation,” ¢ gays - the heroic Perry in a letter to
general + Harrizon, * ¢ we have more prisoners
than we. Lave men on board our vessels.”

Compared with this, all former naval victories
loge their splendor; even the great Nelsen, were he
ahve, must rank below Perl) Nelson never cap=
an entive fleet; Perry has, and that-with a
eriorin size, weoight of metal, and nnumber
o1,

The British fleet was 'comn nanded by Com. Bar-
¢lay; aa officer of great ifferit, and much loved by
tho)sé under- I:isz ccrﬂmanép “ At a public dinner
given €9 Fhis cSdet -at Té’rrbbone, in ‘Canada, he
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gave a toast, which, while it proves the candour of
the commodore who gave it, is an indisputable
proof of the merit of him whose name was the
subject of it. 'The toast was in the following
werds: ¢ Commodore Perry, the gallant and ge-
nerous enemy.” )

- Soon after the victory on lake Livie, the Presi-
dent of the United States appointed CGliver H.
Perry to the rank of captain in the navy.

The commodore was presented with the free-
dom of the cities of New-York and Albany.

The thanks of Congress were voted to the
commodore, his officers, seamen and marines;
and medals were presented to him and kis officers.

The thanks of the Senate of Pensylvania, with
medals, were also voted to the commodore, and
those bruve men who served under him. »

Among the many testimonials of the gratitude
of his fellow-citizens, too numerous to detail, the
following particulars of a present from the citi-
zens of Boston, deserves to be enumerated: viz.

A salver, of an oblong square »hape, ¥4 inches
long, by 16} wide, with = bright gadroon edge.

Two “ice pails, or decanter coolers, Luriel sl;:\;f}eg
hooped round with a bright gadroon edge. at top
and bottom. )

Two pitchers of a large size, Chinese shape,
with tops, and bright gadroons at top and botton.

‘Two dozen tumblers, plain. baivel shape, with
gadroons at bottom.

Wine glass coolers, each to hold a dozen glasses,
oblong square shape, standing on feet, with balls
ornamented with a bright gadreon at bottom,
and narrow rim at.top, impressed with an oak
leaf.

A coffee pot, tea pot, sugar. basin, cream ewer,
tea caddy, and slop bowl,—all of oblong shapes,
standing on feet, with balls at the corners, orna-
mented with deep borders, impressed with roges

Kz '
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and leaves, and with bright gadroons at top and
bottom. o
The large pieces bear the following inscription :

“« SEPTEMBER 10, 1813,
signalized our first triumph in squadron.— A very
superior British jforce on Lake Lrie,

_was entirely subdued by
COM. O. H. PERRY;
whose galluntry in action is equalled only by his
humanity in victory.
PRESENTED
in honour of the wictor, by the CITIZENS OF
BQSTON.”

—

The capture of the British fleet removed the
chief olject to the capture of Malden, and general
Harrison made dispositions to avail himseil" of it..
Bosats were collected, and troops assembled. Go-
vernor Shelby arrived on the 17th September at
the mouth of Portage river, with about 4000 vo-
lunteers.  Gen. Mf¢Arthur joined the army in
three days after, with his brigade from Fort
Meigs. On the 21st, the embarkation of troops
commenced. Put-in-bay island was the place of
rendezvous. Commodore Perry’s fleet, including
the captured vessels, were engaged in protecting
and assisting the men and boats, as well as in con-
veying stores, baggage, &c. The army again em~
barked on board the fleet and boats at Put-in bay,
on the 25th, and arrived the same evening at the
Eastern Sister, a small island about sixteen miles
from Malden. Here the expedition was detained
some time by bad weather, during which time a
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reconnoissance of the enemy’s coast was made by
general Harrison and commodore Perry. A des-
patch was also sent to apprize colonel Johnson
of their movements, who, with his mounted rang-
ers, was to co-operate in the reduction of Malden.
On the 27th the army embarked at the Eastern
_ Sister, and landed near Malden, in-excellent or-
der.. The enemy having  previously evacuated
the town, it was entered by the Americans without
opposition. . : N
It has been remarked in the early part of this
history, that previous to the surrender of De-
troit to the enemy, the Indians, with the exception
of a few who had joined the enemy, remained in-
active, watching with their usual sagacity, until
they could discover-on what side victory was like-
ly to perch. True to their own insidious and
cowardly policy, they went over to the victorious
Britons ; but no sooner was the effect of treasen
wiped off by the courage of patriots, than the sa-
wage withdrew from his employers, and sought
peace from those against whom he had so long
raised_the tomahawk.—By an official letter, writ-
ten by general M<Arthur to the secretary of war,
and dated at Detroit, subsequent to the retreat of
the British, it appears that five nations of Indians,
viz. %the Ottawas, Chippeways, Pattewattemies,
Miamies, and Kickapoos, have sued for peace..
By an agreement entered into between them and
Gen. 'M¢Arthur, cn the part of the United States,
“they have agreed to take hold . of the same to-
mahawk with us, (the people of the United States)
and to strike all who are, or may be, enemies to
- the United States, whether British or Indians,”
After the evacuation of Malden by the enemy,
general Harrison pursued the British, although.
he had very few horses, “scarcely sufficient to
mount the general officers.” whilst the retreating
enemy had upwards of 1000 horses, Notwithstan~
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ding all these disadvantages, the Americans pur-
sued their object with so much diligence, that- they
came up with the enemy. The foree destined for
this service, consisted of about 140 regulars,
Johnson’s mounted regiment, (Kentuckians,) three-
companies of col. BaH s legion, and such of gover-
ror Shelby’s volunteers as were fit for a rapid
march: the whole amounting to about 3500 men.:
During the pursuit, which was attended with se-
vere. privations, the whele army subsisting for se-
2! days upon fresh beefy without bread or salt,
and tl‘c infantry being without tents; a considera-
ble guantity of aviis wore taken during the pursuit,
being deserted b/ the eneray, and much move de--
stroy cod 5 ; these consisted chiefl uy of muskets taken,
or rather given to them by the capitulation of De-'
troit; v € Ci pounders. with their carriages, be-
sides a Jarge qua ntwy 0{ balls and shells, and two
(run~boats, and scveral batteaus loaded mth pro-
visions and amm:urition, 12!l into the hands of ge-
neral Harrison. The desiruction of these were
a%empted ihe retreating enemy, but were saved
by the actlutv of the pursuers. Near a place cal-
Jed T’I‘bxo' or’s Milis, cn one of the branches of
the river Thamios,  the Indians were pl.lced in
great numbers, o dispute the passage of the river.
Upon the arrival of the Ameérican advanced guard,
a heav) fire was commencad on it by the’ Indlans
on the opposite cidic of the river. General Har-
rison, expecting the attack would be supported
by the whole force of the enemy, drew up his
entire army in order of battle, and brou ght up two .
6 pounders to cover a party which was ordered to
repair a bridge partially destroyed by the Indians. .
The Indians, as usual, when not early successful,
fled, after suffering a considerable loss. The A-
merican loss was 2 kiiled, and 3 or 4 wounded.
On the 5th Cctober, General Harrison came up
with the enemy. The resalt cannot be givenmore
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satisfactorily than will be found in the follow-
‘ing extract from bis letter to the secretary of
war.

« From the place where our armv was last halted,
to the Moraviay towns, a distangce of about three
and a half miles, the road pasges thvevzh a beech fo-
rést, without any clearing, andior the Avst two miles,
near to the bank of the viver, At from two to three
hundred yards from the river, a swaap extends parnl-
lel to it, throughout the whole distanes.  The i
medinte greund iz diy, and although the tvecs are
tolerably thick, it is 1n'many places clear of under-
brush. Across this sivip of land, its left appaved up-
on the river, supported by artillery placed in the
wood, their right inrthe swamp, covered by the whole
of their Indian force, the Briiish troops were drawn
v, . s
The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120
regulars of the 27ih regiment, 5 brigades bf Hlentue-
ky volunteer militia indfaniry, under his excelloncy
Governor Shelby, averaging less than five huadved
meo, and colonel Johnszon's regiment of mounted in-
fantry, making in the whole an aggregate something
above 3000. No dispositicn of an aviny opposed to
an Indian force, can be safe, unless it. is securad on
the flanks, and in the rear. I had therefore no diffi-
culty in arranging the infantry conformably to wy
general ovder of battle. Genersl Trotter's brigade
of 500 mén, formed the front line, his right upon the
road, and Uis left upon the swamp; general King's
brigade, as a second line, 150 yards in the rear of
Triteer's, and Chiles’ brigade, as a corps of reserve,
in the rear of it. These three brigades forwed the
command of major general Henrvy; the whole of
general Desha’s division, consisting of two brigades,
were formed en potence. upon the.left of Trotter.

While 1 was_engaged in forming the infantry, I
had directed colonel Johnson’s regiment, which “was
still in front, to be formed in two lines opposiie to
the enemy, and upon the advanee of the infantry; to
take ground to the left, and forming upon that flank,
to endeavour to turn the right ‘of the Indians, A
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moment’s reflection, lhowever, convinced me that.
from the tl'~kness of the woods, and swampiness of
the grocicd, they would be unable to do any thing on
horeeback, and there was no time to, dismount them
and place tho'v horses in security. T therefore de-
termined te refize my left to the Indians, and to
break the s -itisir lines at once by a charge of the
mecnated infiatey; dhe measure was not sanctioned
by any thing I had eititer seen or heard of; but I
was fully convinced that it would succeed. The A-
mericar backwoeodsmen ride better in the woods than
any 8ilier people. ‘A mwusket or rifle is no impedi-
mrent to them, being accustomed to carry them on
horseback from their earliest youth, I was persuad-
ded, too, that the enemy would be quite unprepared
for the shock, and that they could not resist it. Con=
formably to this- idea, I directed the regiment to be
drawa wn in close colurnn, with its right at the dis-
tance of iifty yards from the road, (that it might be
In some measure protected by the trees from the ar-
tillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to charge at
full speed as soon as the enemy delivered their fire.
The few regular troops of the 27th regiment, under
their colonel, (Paul,) vccupied, in columns of sec-
tions of four, the small space between the road and
the river, for the purpose of seizing the enemy’s ar-
tillery ; and some ten or twelve friendly Indians
were dirceted to move under the bank., The crotchet
formed by the front line and general Desha’s division
was an important point, At that place the vener-
able governor of Kentucky was posted, who, at the
age of sixty-six, preserves all the vigour of youth,
the ardent zeal which distinguished him in the revo-
lutionary war, and the undaunted bravery which he
manifested at King's mountain. With my aids-dei
camp, the.acting assistant adjutant general, Captain
Butler, my gallant friend Com. Perry, who did me
the honour to serve as my volunteer aid-de-camp,
and brigadier general Cass, who, having ne conunand,
tendered me his assistance, I placed myself at the
head of the front line of infantry, to direct the move-
ments ‘of . the cavalry, and give them the necessary
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support. The army had moved on in this order but
a short distance, when the monnted men received
the fire of the British lme, and were ordered fo
charge; the horses in the front of the column re-
coiled from the fire; another was given by the ene-
iy, and our column, at_length getting in motion,
broke through the _enemy with n‘resxst.ble force. In
one minute, the contest In front was over. The Bri-
tish officers, secing no hopes of reducing their disor-
dered ranks to order, and cur mounted men wheels
ing upon them, and pouring. in a destructive fire, far-
medlately surrendered. . It ‘is certain that 3-only
of our troops were wounded in this charge. Upon
the left, however the contest was more severe with
the ]ndlans. .Colonel Johnson, who cozrmanded on
that flank of his regiment, received a most galling
fire' from them, which was returned with great ef-
fect. The Indians, still further to the right, advanced
and fell in with our front line of mf‘antry, near its
Junctmn with Desha’s division, and for a moment
made an impression on it. His excellency Governor
Shelby, however, brought up a regiment to its sup-
port; and’ the enemy, recelvmg a severe fire in front,
and a part of Johnson’s regiment navmg gained thexr
rear, retleated with precq}ltatlon.

“'The active Indian Chief Tecumseh, after
evincing great resolution, and continuing to fight
although bemo badly wounded, fell, while direct-
ing a (Teadly aim at Colonel Johnson. The invin-
mble courage of the colonel, and his great pre-
sqnce of mind, saved his own valudble life, and
put an end. to that .of an irreconcileable foe.
While the sanguinary Tecumsch was aiming at
the colonel, the latter, although wounded in seve—
rval parts, and much exh&usted discharged his
pretol with-great coolness, and brought tb@ fero-
cipus - s'wagc to the carth, where he was found
dead. 'The American loss amounted to 7 killed
and 22 wounded; the British loss was 12 killed,
22 wounded, and 601 regulars taken. prlsoncrs.
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.The Indians, from the best information, suffered
severely, 83 of them were found dead on the field.
Six brass pieces of artillery, and two iron 24
‘pounders, and a large ‘quantity of small arms,
fell into ‘the hands of the victors. Every Ameri-
can will be pleased to learn, that among the field
pieces, were three, which were taken from the
British during the revolutionary war, pearing the
motto, *surrendered by Burgoyne at Saratoga,”
and lately surrendered to the enemy by General
Haoll. MaJor-Genezal Proctor, who commanded
the ememy s forces, escaped with difficulty, accom-
panied by’ about 50 persons, conclstnw chiefly of
officers of the army.

After this total defeat of the eremy, the militia
were discharged, and General Harrison, with his
disposable regular force, accompanied by Com.
Perry, arrived at Presque-isle, on the 22d Octo-
ber, from Detreit; from whence he- sailed for
‘Black Rock, with a view to co-operate .with' the
‘army there or at Sackett’s Harbour. By this ex-
cursian, he, in the short space of less than a
month, recovered the territory of Michigan, pu-
nished, and forced -into peace, the numerous
hordes of savages, captured a British regular ar-
my, brought security to the inhabitants of the
north western frontier of the ,United States, and
marched tnumphantly throngh a great portion of
the Upper Province of Canada. - General Ciss was
left in the provincial government of Mickigan
territory.

The instances of successful bravery, which had
“hitherto been frequent; were, 1n o manner, eclips-
ed by the following :

. Major George (Jmfrhc.p, in the 22d year of his
age, was left, by General Harrison, in ccmmand
of 160 men, aud with 1 six-pounder, at Fort
Stephenson, (Lower Sandusky.)

In the-course of two weeks, there had been ne
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fewer than ten rencounters; in one of whicil, the
enemy carried a block-house at Fort Madison, on
the 10th July, from which they attacked the fort,
but without success. Four men were butchered
in the block-house. ,

- 1t would appear, that it was General Harrison’s
intention, not to expose the small force .at Fort
Stephenson, to be cut off by an enemy, very supe-
vior in numbers; and the major was, for a short
time, superceded in the command, in copsequence
of disobeying an order to burn and evacuate the
fort; but, on his arrival at head-quarters of the
general, he gave such satisfactory evidence of his
ability to maintain the post, that he was imme-
diately sent back, with directions to resume the
commeand. . ,

On the evening of the 1st August, the British
and Indians, who had come up the Sandusky
river, from the bay, commenced from their boats
a heavy cannonading upon the fort, and threw in
a great number of shells from their bomb batteries.
The enemy continued his operations without suc-
cess until the evening of the 2d, when, after
throwing a great number of balls frem a six-pound-
er, at the north-west angle of the fort, for the
purpose of making a breach, a colamn, under
command of Lieutenant Colone! Short, advanced
to the point on which the artillery had been play-
ed, with intention of storming, but the judicicus
nanagement of Liajor Croghan, foiled the enemy
in his attempt. 'The ditch, which surrounded the
works, * was about eight fect wide, and of equal
depth—this the enemy had to enter before they
could approach the pickets: (through the top of
cach, abayonet was driven in a horizontal direc-
tion,) while in this situation, the six-pounder,
which was masked in a block-house, and a ravine
adjacent, poured wpon. the storming colummn a tre-
mendous shower of musket-balls, which did ter-

L
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rible execution, and’ so'confounded the assailants,
that Lieutenant Colonel Short, ‘who had previous-
Iy ordered 'his ‘'men to ““scale the pickets, and
show the damned Yankee rascals no quarters,”
exhibited a white'handkerchief as -a signal of dis-
tress, evincing his disposition to have qguarters
given him, after he had proclaimed that the gar-
rison should bemassacred. It was, however, too
Jate—the next discharge proved fatal—he fell—and
Lieutenant Gordon of the 29th regiment, died by
his side. This was nearly two hours before sun-set.
"The firing from the block-house was principally
lirected at the enemy who had taken refuge in the
direction of the ravine—the slaughter there was
immense, and General Proctor, who commanded
in person, ordered the allied enemy to retreat to
their boats. 'The greater part of the night was
occupied in carrying off the dead and wounded—
from the number of trails discovered in the grass,
it-is ‘evident thatno less than 50 of the dead were
dragged away. About 80 killed, including the
two officers mentioned above, were left in the
ditch'and ravine—and 30 prisoners, 18 severely
wounded; which General Proctor, in his hurry,
left behind, were afterwards brought into the fort.
It is afact, worthy of observation, that not one
Indian was found among the dead, although it is
known that from 3 to 400 were present, under
the celebrated Captain Elliot.—The number of
British regulars was 490, ffom the 49th regiment.
Major Croghan had but 1 man killed, and 7
slightly wounded. :

The British'loss, by theéir own confession, a-
mounted to 91, exclusive of Indians. There
was, ‘however, sufficient evidence to justify the
belief, that it was considerably more.

When Colonel Elliot demanded the surrender
of the fort, heé stated, that unless his demand was
promptly acceded to,  a general massacre wounld
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ensue. And when Colonel Short, who command-
ed the British regulars, destined to storm the fort,
had formed his troops in a line parallel with the
ditch, he ordered them, in the hearing of our men,
to leap the ditch, cut down the pickets, and give the
Americans no quarter. This barbarous order, which
none but a savage could give, was not, however,
permitted to go unpunished; for the words were
hardly out of the mouth of the British command-
er, when the retributive justice of Providence ar-
rested him; and the wretch was obliged to sue for
that mercy which he had determined not to extend
to others. It may be observed here, in honour of
the character of the American soldiers, that al-
though their little band were well aware of the
fate which the enemy had prepared for them, yet,
they were no sooner subdued, than the Americans
forgot the crimes of the enemy in. their sufferings ;
and the wounded in the ditch, whose groans and.
constant calls for water, were heard by the men in.
the fort, were supplied with that necessary article, -
on the night succeeding the discomfiture of the
enemy, by the generosity of the Americans, who,
with consid’erabtre hazard, ventured to risk. theie.
lives in order to alleviate the sufferings of the'very
men who had plotted their entire destiuction. .

The brevet rank of lieutenant-colonel has been.
conferred by the President of the United - States,
on Major Croghan. '

The ladies of Chillicothe have presented him.-
with a sword, and a flattering address. -

Onthe 38d of June, a detachment of the enemy,
with a number of gun-boats, from Isle-Aux<Noix,
succeeded in captyring the United States’ armed..
yessels, . Growler and. Kagle, on Lake Champlain,
after a well ‘contested defence by the. brave crews.
of these vessels, against a very superior force..
The consequence was, that the enemy gained a
very decided superiority on the lake, _

"The enemy reckoned on success in his future.
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pemtlong in, this quarter, not only from his own
cupouor force but also from the unprepared state
of the Ameri 1c<1ns. Com. :Macdonouf>h Lad not a
sufficient number of seamen to man his sloops,
and would be highly reprehensible kad he been de-
feated in an attempt to recover the ascendency
on the lake. There were no troops stationed at
Plattsburgh. While things were thus situated,
the British - flotilla, conaletma of two sloops of
war, (the Lagle and Glowlel, lately captured,)
three gun- ~boats, and forty-four batteaux, load-
ed Wlth troops, sailors, and marines, about four-
teen hundred in all, under the command of col-
onel Murray, crossed the line at Champlain, on
the 30th July, and entered Plattsburgh on the
following (133

On thie first information of the approach- of
the enemy, geveral Mooers gave orders for call-
ing out the nnhtm, and when the enemy arrived,
about three hundred from Plattsburgh and the
neighbouring towns had collected, who retired
back a few miles, where they were joired by
the residue of the regiment, from the county
of Essex.

Although the officers who had the command
of the eupedition, assured the civil autliority of
the village, that pumte property should be re-
spectpd, and that citizens not in arms should res
main unmolested—yet these promises were no soon-
er made than violated ; the enecmy, not satisfied
with destroying the public buildings, such as the |
block-house, arsenal, armory, hoqntal and mili-
tary - cantonments, Wantonly burned two store-
houses,%rlanc»mw to. Peter Sailly, esq. and one be-
longing to major N.. Z. Platt—took, and .carried
off several thousand dollars worth of hardware, be-
longing to Frothinham & Co.. of Boston, which
had beeni stored with Mr. Sailly. The destruc-
tion of private property was not.limifed. to. such
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as they could eat, drink, and carry away, but
farniture, which could not be of any use to the
plunderers, was wantonly destroyed—tables, bu-
reaus, clocks, desks,. cupboards, and crockery,
were cat and broken to pieces, and thrown about
the . houses—books and writings were torn to
pieces, and scattered about the streets.

The various excesses of the enemy, during
their short visit to Plattsburg, are described by
several respectable authorties, to be enormous,
cruel, and wanton, in a high degree.—< Well
was it,” says one of the witnesses of the scene,
“for our wives, sisters, and daughters, that
they remembered the excesses at Hampton, and
trusted not their persons to the mercy of the in-
vaders.”

On Sunday, the faithless ruffians, the unprin-
cipled invaders, re-embarked, and stood out of
the bay. 'They took a Durham boat, loaded
with flour, and eight sloops, one of which they
burned.

On their return to Point-au-Roche, the crew
of one of the boats landed, and part went to the
house of a Mr. Williams; they found his wife
out of the house; two of them went in, to keep
the husband in check, while the third attempted
to gratify his brutal desires upon her. Her hus-
band, hearing her screams, came to her assist-
ance, and in the struggle the woman discharged
the villain’s gun, disengaged the bayonet there-
from, which she stuck twice into his own back,
and wounded him pretty severely: the other two
fled, and Mr. Witliams and his wife bound the
rascal, and sent him in: the inhabitants on Pgint-
an-Roche took the skiff in which they came, and
the other soldiers. _

. The United States’ troops at Burlington, un-
der the command of major general Hampton,
consisted of about. 400(}4 men. They were under

2
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arms, “waiting the approach of the enemy, and
would, undoubtedly, - have defended then post.
against any attack they could have made on it.

On the 8d August the enemy appeared be-
fore Burlington, and fired into the town for
some time, butno considerable damage was done.
In the evening of the same day, a detachment
proceeded to Shelburne, four or five miles south
of Burlington, where they seized a sloop, with
about four hundred barrels of flour. The limit-
ed force under general Hampton would not
justify his detaching any part of his troops from
the protection of property and stores under
his immediate care: the marauding enemy wise-
1y retived before reinforcements could have ar-
rived.

It was the intention of the United States’ gov-
ernment to make an attack on Montreal, before
the winter weuld put an end to the campaign.
The effecting of this object would give to the
United States the entire command of Upper
Canada, completely subdue the Indians, regain
the confidence of the Canadians, which was sus-
pended by the sudden retreat, and subsequent
conduct of general Hull, and make an impressicu
on the enemy which must incline him to peace,
on just and honourable terms. A large force
was ordered to Sackett’s Harbour; and general
Wilkinson, who had the chief command, was or-
dered to use his utmost effort, and the greatest
possible expedition in carrying the design into
effect. : ,

On the 1st November, 1818, general Wilkin-
son’s army began its movements from Grenadier-
island, down the St. Lawrence. They had not
proceedcd far before the advanced corps, under
general Brown, was attacked by the cnemy from
the shore, Or returning the fire the enemy dis-
persed, . and the army advanced.
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The movements of the army under general
Hampton were intended to facilitate these of
eneral Wilkinson; and both armies were
gnaﬂy to unite, previous to the attack on Mont-
real,

The army under general Hampton moved from
Chateaugay on the 2lst  October, and arrived
at its position at Sears’ on the 22d—thus having,
with incredible labour, surmounted twenty-four
miles of the most difficult part of the route,
through the extensive and almost impassable fo-
rest, which bounds the €anada line. After four
or five miles of open country, another forest of
six or seven miles was opposed to their march,
(which was on the north-west side of the river.)
This the enemy had made almost an entire forti-
fication, by crossing it with feiled trees, inter-
spersed with breast-works and ditches: through
these obstructions the enemy was to be assailed—
a part of their forces, consisting of light troops
and Indians, were posted in these defences,’” while
. the main body, commanded by Sir George Pre-
vost, in person, was lodged in the rear, fortifi-
ed with batteries and cannon. The hardships the
American army had endured, the continual rains
that were falling, and the obstructions in front,
would have damped the ardour of troops less dis-
posed to disregard all sufferings and perils in' pur-
suit of glory, and in the service of their couyntry;
but on the contrary, partaking lurgely of the spi-
rit which inspired their commander in chief, eve-
ry individual seemed uncommonly emulous of the
enterprize, :

It vwus believed that the obstructions could not
be forced by the main body without great loss
To avoid this, the light companies and a regiment
of infantry were detached at dark, on the evening
of the 25th, to proceed on the oppesite (S. E.)
side of the river, to a fording place below the
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enemy’s advance, which they were to cross, and at-
tack the enemy in flank and rear, while the main
body should attack in front—and thus destroy the
enemy’s defence at a blow. Owing to the dark-
ness of the night, incessant rain, and the difficulties
of the wood, the guide who conducted this detach-
ment having lost his way, the party did not arrive
at the proposed peint. The battalion of the 10th

" regiment, consisting of about 200 men, were, at
the appointed time, (3 o’clock, P. M. on the 26th) -
at the entrance of the obstructed wood, waiting
the attack of the troops on the enemy’s flank,
which was to be the signal for them to advance.
At this moment, the enemy commenced a fire on
this battalion, who promptly returned it, then
charged and drove the enemy from their lurking
places, dispersing them entirely, and silencing
their fire. In this the Americans had only one
roan killed, and some 3 or 4 wounded. At this
moment, the firing commenced on the opposite
side of the river, with some of the light compa-
nies; and it was here, and not in either of the
main divisions of the army, that any serious loss,
or the least confusion, occurred. = The enemy
“was, however, soon dispersed in this quarter also.
After waiting some time for the renewal of the ene-
my’s attack, the main body of the American army
feil back slowly and in gocd order, the enemy not
daring to show themselves, or in the least to 1inter-
rupt their march, to a position 4 miles from the
place of action.  Fere they were shortly after join-
ed by the detached party, who had had some farther
siirmishing with the enemy, of no great account.
At this place they remained several days, without
receiving the least molestation. The only failure
of the expedition is attributable to the miscarriage
of the guide, which disconcerted a plan that other-
wise must have led to the capture of a consider-
able portion of the enemy’s force, and the com-
plete destiuction of his plan of defence.
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The American zctual total loss, in killed, woun-
ded, and missing, did not exceed 36 men. The
whole American force engaged, did not exceed
955 men,; on the side whete the greatest force of
the "enemy “were opposed. The other regiments
did not arrive until the moment when the enemy
were retiring, and were only formed, and in line,
but took no part in the engagement. ’

Colonel Purdy, who commanded the detach-
ment whieh fought this battle, in his report to ge-
neral Wilkinson, is very free of his censure of ge-
neral - Hampton. ¢ Incredible” says the colonel.
sgs it may appear, general Hampton entrusted
nearly one half of his army, and those his best
troops, to the guidance of men, each of whom
repeatedly assured him, that they were not ac-
quainted with the country, and were not compe-
tent to direct such an expedition,”

‘¢« Towards sun-down,” says the colonel, ¢ Isent
gen. Hampton a request that a regiment might
be ordered down to cover my landing on the op-
posite side of the river; but judge my surprise on
receiving intelligence that he had retreated with
the second brigade, nearly three miles.”

% Never, to my knowledge,” says the colonel
in another part of- his despatch, ¢ during our
march into Canada, and while we remained at-the
Forr Corners, o torm of 96 days, did gon, Hamps
ton ever send off a scouting or reconnoitring par-
ty, (except in one or two cases, at Spears” mn Cae
nada, when he detached & few dragoons for this
duty;) nor did he, from the time we commeneed
our marth frem Camberland ‘head; to our arrival
at Plattsburgh, ever'ordera front, flank, or reay-
guard to Dbe kept up, though a great part:of the
time we: were in situations which' évidently requir-
edit. True it is, these ‘guards were oceasionally.
sent out; not, howevery by his order, but by the
orders of the oflicers’ commanding brigades,”
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The colonel winds up his charges against gene-
ral Hampton, by saying, “such has been the ge-
neral’s coriduet, ~on some occasions, that I have,
in common with other officers, been induced to be-
lieve that he was under the influence of a too free
use of spiritaous liquors.” S

The official account of this action, by the Bri-
tish general, Baynes, is very different from the a-
bove, but so improbable and wide from the truth,
that it may,. with much safety, be averred, that
it did not meet belief' from a single reader of any
party. -
As soon as general Wilkinson passed Kingston,
and that it became evident he must have designed
the taking of Montreal, the troops which swere sta-
tioned for the defence of Kingston, were employed
in. annoying and delaying the progress of the A-
merican army. “The corps of the énemy” says
general Wilkinson, in his official report to the se-
cretary of war, *from Kingston, which followed
me, hung on my rear, and in concert with a heavy
galley, and a few gun-boats, seemed determin-
ed to retard my progress. I was strongly temp-
ted to” halt, turn about, and put an end to his
teasing ; but alas! I was confined to my béd;
major, general Lewis was too ill for any active ex~
ertions ; and above all, I did not-dare suffer my-~
self to be diverted a single’ day {rom the -prasecu-
tion of the views of government.”

On_the 10th about noon, General Brown, who
was with his command:in front, and some distance
below the main body of the army, was engaged
with the enemy, at the moment when'a strong
party of the enemy advanced on the rear of Gene-
ral Wilkinson, with several gailies and -gunboats;
from whence they commenced:a fire, but were
soon compelled to retire from the fire of a battér‘y
cf 18 pounders, planted on ‘the occasion. Wil
kinson’s army came to for the night, a short dis-
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tance above the Longue Saut; it was. intended to

pass it that day, but the'delays occasioned by disem-
barkingand re-cimbarking heavy gunss prevented the
army from reaching the Saut as early as expected ;
andthe pilots would not dare enter the Saut, (a rapid
of 8 miles,) at a late hour. At 10 o’clock the follow-
ing day, General Wilkinson received advice, that
General Brown, having forced the enemy,. would
arrive at the foot of the Saut early in the day. Or-
ders were immediately given for the flotilla to sail,
at'which moment, the enemy’s gun-boats appear-
ed, and began to throw shells among the Ameri-
can flotilla. General Wilkinson, calculating from

~ reports and appearances, that the enemy only lock-
ed for a favourable opportunity for attack, had.de-
termiped to. anticipate him. ¢ Directions,” says
General . Wilkinson, “were accordingly sent, by
that distinguished officer, Colonel -Swift, of the’
engineers, to Brig. Gen. Boyd, to throw the de-
tachments of his command, assigned to him in the
order of the preceding day, and composed of men
of his own, Covington’s and Swartwout’s bri-
gades, into 8 columns, to march upon the enemy,
outflank him if possible, and take his artillery. - The
action soon after commenced. with the advanced
body of the enemy, and became extremely sharp,
and galling, and, with occasional pauses, not
sustained with great vivacity, in open space, and
fair combat, for upwards of two and a half hours—
the adverse lines alternately yielding and advanc-
ing. It is impossible to say, with accummcy, what
was onr nomber on the -field, because:it consisted
of indefinite detachments. taken -fyomrthe boats,
to render safe the passage of the Saut. Generals
Covington and Swartwout; voluntarily took part in:
the action, at the'head of: detachinents, from their
respective brigades, and eahibited the:same cou-
rage that was displayed by -Brig,: Gen. Bpyd, who
happened to be the scnior officer on the ground.—
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‘Our force engaged might have reached 16 or 1700 -
men, but actually did not exceed 1860; that of
the enemy was estimated from 1200 to 2,000, but
did not probably amount to more than 15 or 1600
—consisting, as I amh informed, -of detachments
from the 49th, 84tl:, and 104th re(glm ents of the
‘line, with three companies' of the R oltigeur and
Glenoai y corps, and the militia of the country,
“who are not included in the estimatg.”
"This battle (the battle of Williamsburgh,). was
contested with a courage and obstinacy, tﬁat per-
“haps had no parallel.” To witness undisciplined
troops, and inexperienced officers, substituting
‘courage and patriotism in place of military know-
ledcre, and thus opposed, for 8 hours, to a-regular
army, was a sight on which the guardian anael of
Ainerica, must have looked with exulting oratlﬁ
cation. Amidst a shower of musketry and bhmp-
nel-shells, the brave Americans, insensible to fear,
dashed into the ranks of the enemy, whose position
was strengthened by ravines and thickets. The
"enemy retired for more than a mile before the re-
“solute and repeated charges. The brigade, {irst
engaged, had expended” its ammunition, and was
compelled to retire, in order to procure a supply.
“"This movement so disconcerted the line, as to ren-
der it expedient for another brigade to retire. The
artillery, owing to the nature of the ground, could
" not be bxoa'rht up until after this event. The fire
" from the artule:v was very destructive to the ene-
my ; but when mucied to retire, in passmfr a.deep
ravine, one piece was lost, but not until after the
fall of its gallant ccmmunder, Lieutenant Smyth,
and most of his men.
The whole of the line was re-formed on the bor-
ers of thoqe woods from whici: the enemy had
first been driven, when, night coming on, and the
storm continuing, and the object of attack having
been fully accompiished, the troops were directed
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to return to the ground near the flotilla, which
movement was executed in good order, and with-
out any interruption from the enemy.

General Covington received a mortal wound,
while leading his men to a successful charge.—Co-
lonel Preston was severely wounded, while fight-
ing at the head of his regiment. Major Cummings
received a severe wound, while making a charge,
but yet continued to fignt until exhausted by the -
loss of blood. Geueral Boyd has taken particniar
notice, in his official despatch, of the merits cf
Brig. Gen. Swartwout; Colonels Coles, Walbacl,
Johnson, Pierce, Gaines, Ripely, and Aspinwall;
Majors Morgan, Grafion, Gardner, Becbe, and
Chambers; Lieutenants Henry, Whiting, and
Worth, The generul concludes his report in the
following words: ¢ Permit me now to add, sin,
that though the resuit of this action was not so
brilliant and decisive as I could have wished, amd
the first stages of it seemed to promise, yet, when
it is recollected, thut the troops had been long ex-
posed to hard privations and fatigues, to inclement
storms, from which they could bave no shelter;
that the enemy were superior to us in numbers,
and: greatly superior in position, and supported by
7 or 8 heavy gun-boats; ihat the action being un-
expected, was necessarily commenced, without
much concert; that we were, by unavoidable cir-
cumstances, long deprived of our artillery; and
that the action was warmly and obstinately conrest-
cid for more than three hours, during which there
were but a few short cessations of musketry and
connon ; when all these circumstances are recollect-
«d, perhaps this day may be thought to have add-
ed some reputation to the American arms. And
if; on this occasion, you shall beliecve me to have
<lone my duty, and accomplished any one of your
purposes, TI.shall be satisfied.”

After this engagem:([elit, the troeps procecded .

i
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-down the river without farther annoyance from
the enemy or their, gun-boats, while the dragoons,
with five pieces of artillery, marched down the
#Lanada shore without molestation.—The next
morning the flotilla passed through the Saut, and
joined General Brown, near Cornwall.
" Onthe arrival of General Wilkinson with Ge-
neral Brown, lie learned that General Hampton,
nstead of meeting him near that place, was march-
ing towards Lake Champlain. The letter of Ge-
‘meral FHampton, announcing this unexpected
movement, together with a copy of that to which
it was an sanswer, were irhmediately submitted to
a council of war, who unanimously gave it, as
their opinion, ¢ that thé attack on Montreal should
be abandoned for the present “season, and the ar-
my near Cornwall should be inimediately crossed
to the American shore, for taking up winter quar-
‘ters, and that this place afforded an eligible posi-
tion for such quarters.” ~

Thus ended the campaign, and an, expedition
which seemed, in every respect, well calculated to
-effect its object. )

General . Wilkinsen, who -atiributed the fai-
lure of this expedition to ¢ the extraordinary,
‘unexampled, and it appears, unwarrantable con-
duct of major-general Hampton, in refusing to
join this army, with a division of 4060 men, un-
der his commnand, agreeable to-orders,” in a let-
er to the secretary of war, of 15th November,
Wriies— ’ oL,

¢ It is a fact, for which I am _.authorised to
pledge mysclf, on the most confidential author-
iy, that on. the 4th of the present month, the
British gorrison of Montreal,” consisted solely
of 460 mariners, and 200 sailors, which had.been
sent up from Quebec. - We have, with: the pro-
wvision- here, and that left at” Chateaugay, "about
forty days-subsistence, to which- I shall add thir-
ty more.” '
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In a letter of the 17th November, genaral Wil-
kinson writes—

« After what has passed botweon us, you can
perhaps conccive iy amazeaent uwnd  chagrin,
at the conduct of major-generai Hampton.  The
game was in view, and had he performed the
junction directed, would have bee_n ours in eight
days. ut he chose to recede, in order to co-
operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes
and honour of the army, were blasted.”

The loss at the battle of Williawn:burgh, in
Upper Canada, consisted of 102 killed, 3589
wounded, includiizg officeis.  Tie ciemy’'s loss
was represented, by cuthority worthy of credit,
to exceed 500 in killed and wounded.

Statement of the strength.of the enemy, in the ac-
tion of the 11th November, 1813, on Kesler’s field,
in Williamsburgh, in Upper Canada—founded on
the separate examination of a number of Britisit-
prisoners taken on the field of battle.-

Of the 89th rcgiment, 760 .
49th  do. 450
Voltigeurs’s; _ 270
Glengary's, 80 one company.
Of the 100th, 40 a detachment from
: Prescott. o
Canadian Fencibles, 220
Indians, 40"
Incorporated militia, 300
2160

Four pieces of mounted artillery, and' seven gunj
boats, one mounting a twenty-four pounder.

After the troops went into winter quarters, a
placard was distributed in the American camp, .
of which the following is a copy. '

¢ To the American army at Salmon River.
“ NOTICE.—All American soldiers who are willing
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to quit the unnatural war in which they are at present
engaged, will receive, at the British outposts, the
arrears due to them by the American govérnment, to
the extent of five months pay. No man shall be re-
quired to serve against his own country.”

This produced no desertions, nor any other
effect, except contempt of the wretched author
of the placard

A very handsome affair was executed the 12th
October, by a party of men, under command of
colonel Isaac Clark. The colonel, with his par-
ty, left Chazy landing, so as to arrive at . Massas-
quoi-bay at an early hour in the morning. He
arrived  unperceived within a few roods of the
enemy, who were drawn up in order of battle,
by their commander, major Powell. The enemy
commenced a fire on the left flank, but in ten
minutes after the first aitack, they laid down their
arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners of
war. :

Colonel Clark despatched captain Finch, with
his company, to rcconnoitre the course of a body
of about 200 men, who were supposed to Le ad-
vancing against him. Captain Finch proceeded
with such promptness and ability, as to surprise
and capture the advanced guard, consisting of
cavalry, except one man, who fled, and, giving
the infarmation, the enemy escaped.

The prisoners were then put con board boats,
and sent to Burlington.

The whole American force engaged was 102.
The number of prisoners taken was 101; the
killed and wennded of the enemy 23.

The success of this ¢xpedition was materially
aided by o knovledge of the country, into Whicgl
he 1mnicoced, which a commander of an expedi-
tion should always bz full master of,

The followirg gellant action will be best de-
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tailed bfy giving the official report, which was made
in the following words : .

« Charleston, (S. C ) August 21, 1813,

‘Sir,~I have the honour to inform you, that the
privateer schooner Decatur of this pert,~ arrived
hefe yesterday, with H. B. M. schooner Dominico,
her prize. She was captured on the 5th inst. after
amost gallant and desperate action of one hogi‘,
and carried by boarding, having all her offcers 'kill-
ed or wounded, except one midshipman The Dro-
miaico mounts 15 guns, one a 32 pounder, on 4 pi-
vot, and had a complement of 83 men at the comn-
mentement of the action, 60 of whom were killed
or wounded. She was one of the best equipped and
manned vessels of her class I havs ever seen. The
Decatur mounts 7 guns, and had a complement of
105 men at the comnmnencement of the action, nina-
teen of whom were killed anl wounded. I have
the honour to be, with great rsepect, your most obe-
dirnt servant,

JOHAN H. BDENT.

Hon. W, Jones, Seerstary of the Navy”

During the comba lasted am honr, the
king’s packet slip, FPriocess Charlotte, remalined a
silent spectator of the scene, and as soon as the
vessels were diseunaved from each other, she tack-
ed about, and stoad to the southward. She had
sailed from 5t Thomar, bouud to England, un-
dur convoy, to a certain latitude, of the Domini-
co. o

The loss on board the Dominico consivted of
killed 13, wounded 47, 5 of whors mortally.

On the 14th of this month, (Augunst, 1813,)
the U. 8, brig Argns wes captured by the Bri-
tish sloop of war Pelican.  The Argus sailed
from INew-York, the 21st June, or Trance, and
arvived at Le Orient, after a passage of 23 days,
where Mr. Crawford, minister from the United

‘ M 2
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States to the court of France, landed. From Le
Orient the Argus sailed on a cruise, in the Bri-
tish channel, where she fell in with the British
sloop Pelican, fitted out for the purpose of taking
the Argus. The action was well supported by
the Americans for 40 minutes, when the enemy
succeeded in captaring the Argus, by boarding.
The number of killed “and wounded on board the
American will best explain the bravery with which
the ship was defended against a vessel which the
British editors acknowledged to be superior in
size and armament. Killed on board the Argus,
2 midshipmen, 4 seamen—wounded, mortally,
Capt. Wm. W. Allen, cominander, 1 carpenter,
1 boatswain’s mate, 1 seaman—wounded, severely,
Liput. VVatson, 1 quar‘ter-master, 3 seamen, 1

carpenter’s mate jwounded slightly, 8 ; total, 24.

When captain Allen was 1emov1no out of the
Argus, to be removed to the hospital, “he exclaim-
ed, Ve aod bless you, my lads, we shall never meet
again.”

The £ryus, previous to her capture, had taken
;xnd ucot oyed 21 sail of British vessels.

Phe foll owing statement will show the force of
the two vessels.

Argus,-—16 24 pound carronades, 2 long 9s.
Burthen 298 tons, 94 men fit for dut_'y, 5 51ck
the rest absent in prizes.

Pehcan, 22 32 pound carronades, 2long 9s,and
2 swivels. Burthen 584 tons, 179 Juen, 11 of them
volanteers for the oceasion, from ships at Cork.

On the 5th September, the U. 8. brig Enter-

wrize, VWilllam Burrows, commander, fe Il in with
H. B. M, brig Boxer, captain Blythe. The
_mmsh Lrlcr was discovered at anchor, in shore,

t5 oclock A. M. Penmaquid bearing north 8
mllesdlatfmce After scme manceuvring, “the brigs
appronched at a quarter past 3 P..M. with-
in  half pistol shot ©f each other, when the




HISTORY OF THE WAR. 139

action commenced. At 20 minutes past 3, the
brave commander of the Enterprize fell, mortally
wounded. While lying on the deck, he refused
to be carried below, raised his head, 'and requested
« that the flag might never be struck.” Thus lay
the intrepid Burrows, until he learned the result of
the action; when, clasping his hands, he said, “1I
die contented.” He was then taken below, and
died in 8 hours afterward. At 4, P. M. the enemy
ceased firing, and cried out for quarters; saying,
that as their colours were nailed, they could not
haul them down;—a sufficient proof that it was
resolved never to yield to a Yankee crew. Some
of the crew of. the Boxer have acknowledged
that she left port with a complement of 115 picked
men, for the purpose of taking the Enterprize
that 6 men were put on board a prize, and 6 ashore
on the island of Manhiggen, leaving on board,
when the action commenced, 104, which account
agrees with the muster-book, found on board of
the Boxer. The number of killed and wounded
on board the Boxer, could not be ascertained
with certainty, as many of the former were thrown
overboard. L'he senior oificer of the Enterprize
states it, from the best information'he could ob-
tain, at between 20 and 30 killed; and 14 wound-
ed. Capt. Blythe, the commander of the Boxer,
was among the killed. The following extract of
aletter from Capt. Hull to Com. Bainbridge, is
too important to be omitted. ’ :

“[ yesterday visited thetwo brigs, and was astonivh-
ed to see the difference of injury sustain d in the ac-
tion. The Euterpri%e has but one 18 pound shot in
her hull, one in her main-mast, and one in her fore-
mast ; ber sails are much cut with grape shot, and
thereare a great number of grape lodged in her sides,
but nd injury done by them. The Boxer has eigh-
teen or twenty 18 pound shot in her hull, most of
them at the water’s edge ; several 3tands of 18 pound
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grape stick in her side, and such a quantity of small
orrzme, that I did not undertake to count them. Her
asts, sails, and spars are literally cut to pieces ; se-
veraI of her guns dismounted and unfit for service ;
her top-gailant forecastle nearly taken off by the
shot; her boats cut to pieces, and her quarters in-
jured -in proportion. To give you an idea of the
quantity of shot about her, I inform you, that I
counted in her main-mast alone, three 18 pound shot
holes, 18 large grape shot hioleg, 16 musket ball holes,
and alarge numbcr of smaller shot holes, and without
countmg above the cat harpins. Ve find it impos-
sible to get at the number Lilled; no papers are
found by which we ca ascertain it I however,
counted up\vam, of 90 pwm“o»l:s hich werein her
netting, with beds in them, busides several bods with-
out hamnmocks. She lLaos excellent accomiaodntions
for all her officers below in staie rocms, 50 that,l
have no doubt that she had 1(,“;) man on board, We
know that she has several of the Buitler's waun, and
a q'mntlry of wads s taken out of the Datticy, load-
ed with 4 large grap . shot, with avinall apleinthe contre,
to put in a Cariridye, thut the i’z of the wad may
taike ﬁ“e whenit leas 2z the gan. Inshort,sheisin every
regpect con.ku_ ely fitted; and Ler acoommadations ex-
cecd any thing I Lova seen ina V;Sbel of hei ¢luzs”

If there Ef; an A the
honour dne, on this occasizn, to the American
tars, let him read the Dilowing, frem a London
paper, and yield, however 1 hﬂmluu the palm
to the first nation 1 ile wond the hitherio des-
pised citizens of the Umtﬂd fsrates. The follov-
ingis & cepy of the cxivact alluded to.

“ Among the American news, which is to be found
“in the papers just received from that cou ntry, it pains
us to find a full confirmation 01 t’vloss Ofx ismaj, brig
Boxer, which has addad another luurel to ¢ u-u nzval i uu-
nourscf the United States. . fhe vessel by which chewas
captured, 18 1cpleseut d (il gd", we be A,VL) as of
oniy € 1\1(11 for(:ﬂ with h' _ux but w ‘;,LLt We regret

SRR =L .y 1 -
rican \.1:3 ,.J"_“J ao




HISTORY OF THE WAR. 141

ageerated, is, that the Boxer was literally cut te
pieces, In sails, rigging, spars, and hull; while the
Lnterprize, her antagonist, was in a situation to com-
mence a simifar action immediately afterwards. The
fact seems to be but too clearly established, that the
Aweéricans have some superior mode of firing; and
we cannot be too anxiously employed in discovering
to what circumstances that superiority is owing. The
‘Poxer was certainly not Jost for want of heroism.
The Dritish captain nailed his colours to tlie mast,
and happily did not live to see them struck. Both
commanders died during the action, which appears
to have been of the most desperate kind; and both
were buried at the same time, 'in the port to which
the prize was carried.” ' )

The loss oa board the Enterprize was—1 ordi-
nary searnan killed; 1 commander (Burrows) 1
midshipman, (K. Waters) 1 carpenter’s mate, mor-
tally wounded; 8 quarter-masters, 1 boatswain’s
mate, 5 seamen, one marine, wounded ; total, 14.

The remains of the gallant commanders, (Bur-
rows and Blythe) were buried in Portland, with
military honours.  Capt. Blythe, of the Boxer,
was one of the pall-bearers at the funeral honours
paid to the late Capt. Lawrence, at Halifax.

The following nremorial was caused to be in-
scribed on the monument of the gailant Lieut.
Burrows, of Portland, by Mr, M. L. Davis, of
New-York : ’

BENEATH THIS STONE
Moulders
. THE BODY OF
WILLIAM BURROWS,

- Late Cammander of the

UNITED STATES BRIG ENTERPRIZE,
“Who was mortally wounded on the 5th of September,
1813, in an action which contributed to increase
the fame of American valour, by capturing his’
BRIT. MAJESTY'S BRIG BOXER,
after a severe contest of 45 minutes.
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A passing stranger has erected this monument of re-
gpect to the manes of a patriot, who in the hour of
peril, obeyed the loud summons of an injured
country, and who galiantly iet, fought and con-
quered the foeman. '

The U. S. brig Enterprize was formerly a
schooner, and is the .same vessel with which
lieutenant Sterrett, in August, 1801, captured,
without the loss of a man, tne Tripolitan ship of
war Tripoli, of 14 gnns, and 85 men, 50 of whom
were isilled and wounded.

By a resolution of Cengress, the President of
the United States was requested to present to the
nearest male relative of lieutenant %Wiiliam Bur-
rows, and to lieutenant R. [i‘Call, of the brig
Enterprize, a gold medal; and a silver medal
to each of the commissioned cfficers of said ves-
sel,

The president;of the United States having con-
sidered the Boxer as equal in force to the linter-
prize, has ordered her to be delivered up for the
benefit of the capters.

Commodore Itodgers arrived at Newport the
26th Septémber, in the frigate President, having
sailed from Boston, on his third ecruise, in com-
pany with the Congress, the 30th of April pre-
ceding. After parting company with the Con-
gress, on the Sth May, in lon. 60, W. lat. 39,
30, M. he shaped his course to the southward of
the Grand Bank, with the view to intercept the
enemy’s West-India trade; being disappointed in
this quarter, he pursued a route to the northward,
on a parallel with the eastern edge of the Grand
Bank, so as to cross the tracks of the West-In-
dia, Halifix, Quebec, and St. John’s trade. Not
being successful, after reaching the latitude of 48
N. he steered towards the Azores, off which he
continued until the 5th June, without n-ieeting an
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enemy’s vessel.  I'rom hence he crowded sail to
the N. E. in scarch of an enemy’s convoy, which
he learned was seen ‘sailing from the West-Indies
to England.  Although disappointed in falling in
with the convoy, he nevertheless made 4 captures,
the th and 13th of June. This brought him so
far to the north and east, that he resélved on go--
ing into the North Sea. He put into North Ber-
gen on the 27th June, to procure provisiens and
water, not having seen any enemy’s vessels since
the 13th. At Bergen he could procure only
water, and departed from thence 4he 2d July,
stretching over” towards the Crkney-Islands; and
from thence towards the North Cape, in search
of a British convoy that was to sail from Arch-
angel, of which he obtained information from two
vessels, which he captured on the 13th and 18th
July. In this object he was disappointed, by the
appearance of two of the enemy’s ships of war, (a
line of battle ship, and a frigate,) off the North
Cape, on the 19th July, 'The President was
chased by these two ships for eighty hours, but
efiected her escape. The Commodore rext pro-
ceeded to a station where he might intercept the
trade passing into and out of the Irish channel,
In this position ke made thrz2 captures, between
the 25th July and 1st August; when, {zaring the
great superior force of the enemy .in that quar-
ter, he changed his ground; and, after taking a
circuit round [reland, and getting into the lati-
tude of Cape Clear, he steered for the Banks of
Newfoundland, near which he made two captures.
From the banks, he stecred for the United States ;
and, Being short of provisions, was compelled to
make the first port, into which he could safely
enter. He brought in with him H. B. M. schoon=
er High Flyer, a tender to admival Warren, cop-
tured cn the 23d July. He took 271 prisoners:
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218 of whom were sent home in cartels, and 55
brought home in the President.

’Ihe movements on the Niagara fronticr began
at this time to wear a serious aspoct

The following address was circulated in the
western district of the state of New-York.

« TO THE PATRIOTS OF THE WESIERN
DISTRICT.

The period being at hand which is to decide the
fate of the province of Upper Canada, and the com-
mand of the Niagara frontier having devolved on me,
I think proper to invite the old and)oung patriots
of the western district to join my brigade in defence
of their country and rights—any number not exceed-
ing 1000, will be accepted and orgapized immediate-
ly on their arrival at Lewiston, and officered by the
choice of their men. As the ‘movements of an ar-
my require secrecy, objects in view cannot be par-
ticularly developed; but those who feel disposed to
distinguish themselves, and render services:to their
country, may be assured that something éfficient and
decisive will be done. The term of senlce will be
two months, if not sconer discharged; and every
thing shall be done to render their ﬂtuat_lons as com-
fortable as possible. I wish none to volunteer who
may have any constitutional objections to cross the
-Niagara river: 1400 of my brigade have already vo-
lunteered to cross the river, and go wherever they

may be required; and 600 of them are now doing
duty at Fort George. 1 flatter myself that no othcr
consideration nced be urged than love of conutry,
to excite the patriotism of the yeomanry of the wes- .
tern district.

Given at head-quarters, Lewiston, October 2,
18135,

GEORGE M:«CLURZE, Brig. Gen.

Commarnding Niagara Frontier.’

A considerable nuinber of patriotic volunteers
flocked on this occasion to the stenderd of gen.
M<Clure.
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The following is an extract of the general’s let-
ter to governor Tomkins, of the SL&tC of New-
York, dated Fort George, 6th October, 1818.

“We have commenced offensive operations against
the enemy. About 500 militia volunteers, and about
150 Indians, commanded by colonel Chapin, attacked
the piquet guard of the enemy about a mile and a
half from Fort George, and drove them in upon the
main body, when the enemy opened a fire from seve-
ral field pieces. Our men retired in good order into
the fort, with the loss of one man kllled and. two or
three wounded. The enemy’s loss was 7 killed, nia-
ny wounded, and 4 prisoners.

“Ina ShOlt tlme, the enemy a')')efl"ed in consider-
able force within 500 yards of the fort, at the edge
of the woods; Chapin again sallied out with about

300 men, and some Indians, commenced a brisk fire
on-the whole of the enemy’s line, and drove them half
a mile—but, perceiving, by the movements of the
enemy, that they wo u‘d outflank us, I ordersd 200
to remforce him, and in two detachmonts.to attuck
the enemy’s flanks. We succeeded in driving the
Cne_..:_x into the woods, when,, mmt comxr-w on, 'pat
an<nd to the conflict.  Our loss was tr 1ﬁmﬂr ; Thava
.not ascertained that of the eacny. Cobm Chapin
Jds a brave man. Every officer and soldier did his
dut}'. -

Col. Chapin, in ai viv
Buffslae, thus dotails
enemy.

v Ty CO a _l;.“LCL}-.L n

“While at dinner 1 recei N information of the Bri-
“tich army beingtin the town of Mewark: | I immediate-
1y rallied a party of 100 122, and c¢smmenced a fire
‘upon them, svho returned it with much warmth—we
“kept the ground till we were reinforced i by €9 Indians,
and 100 milivia.  With this force, we compelled the
enemy to repreat, and pursued them one and a half
wiles, when we received a reiaforcement of 100 men;
with this force, we drove them half a mile furfnu',
where they covered themselves in a raving, and ¢; Deit

N
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ed a most tremendous fire of ‘musketry upon us. -Af-
ter an -hour and a half hard fighting we drove them
froim the ravine, back to the batteries—it being now
nearly dark, we returned in good order.. -

£ “From.some deserters, and avprisoner we took,
we leafn that we had contended with the whole Bri:
tish army,~ consisting of 11060 men, -with the great
Gen. Vincent at their head: and that we killed 32.
. Our loss was 4 killed and wounded.” .

“:Major Chapin has recently been brevetted lieu-
tenant-colonel, in the United States’ army.

 General M‘Clure, with the New-York militia,
volunteers and Indians, succeeded in driving the -
British army from the vicinity of Fort George,
and pursued them as far as Twelve-mile-creek.
Colonel Scott, who commanded at Fort George,
having informed General M‘Clure, that he was
under orders to leave that place with the regulars,
the general was compelled to abandon his gesign,
and return to Fort George.

It'was general M¢Clure’s wish, by the-aid of
the regular troops, to clear Upper Canada above
Kingston, of the British armies, to establish
a temporary government, secure the friend-
ship, and, if necessary, the co-operation of the
inhabitants, and compel the Indians to separate
themselves from the enemy, or accompany them
in their retreat. That this could be effected, can
scarcely be doubted, but it was necessarily aban-
doned in favour of a design which originated with
the general government, and which, had it suc-
ceeded, would have been more important. The
regular troops were principally drawn from the
Niagara frontier, to co-operate with Gen. Wil-
kinson in his intended attack on Montreal.
Gen. Harrison’s army was also ordered to Sackett’s
Harbour. Gen. M<Clure endeavoured to influ-
" enmce Gen. Harrison to aid him in attacking the
enemy; but the instructions from the gencral gov-
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ernment were positive; and Commodore Chaun~
cey had arrived with his fleet to remove the troops
to Sackett’s Harbour. The force remaining with
Gen. M‘Clure, was barely sufficient to defend
Fort George, and entirely inadequate to offensive
operations; and this force, which the general stat-
ed tobe “ungovernable,” would soon be reduced
by the expiration of their term of service.

The militia returned to their homes, with the
exception of a few that were induced to remain
beyond the term of their enlistment. The gene-
ral finding his force reduced to a number inade-
qguate to defend his post, and the enemy advanced
within a few miles of him, he called 2 council of
officers, and put to them the question, ¢Is the
fort tenable with the. present number :of men?”
They were unanimous;in the opinion, that, it was
not tenable. The ., arms, ammunition, and. publie
stores, were immediately seat across the river, ‘apd
as a measure deemed necessary to, .tbgi}é;zfe't’yoi:i}ﬁ'e
troops, the town of Newark was burned,, . This
act, (said Gen. MfClure,)  howeyer distresding te
the inhabitants, and my feelings,, \\(,éxls,.«)'i')y order,
of the secretary of war, and L} ei’ié,vq; at;tlie same
time, proper.”” The inhabitants haq twélve hotrs
notice to remove their effects, and such‘as chose to
cross the river, were provided with ,all the neces~
saries of life. : )

Capt, Leonard was left in command at oyt
Niagara, with 150 regulars; Colonel Grieves, w"itb:_
20 men, and two pieces of artillery,“was at Liew-
iston; Major Mallory, with 40 Canadian militia,
were stationed at Schlosser; and the g01je1"al weéht
to Buffaloe, to provide for the'safety of that place,
and Black Rock. ) -

From Buffaloe, * General M<Clure issued an
address to the inhabitants of the counties J(‘jf Nia-
gara, Genessee, and Chatague, apprising them of
the menaced invasion of that frontier, and calling
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on them to repair to Lewiston, fchlosser, and
Buffaloe, for the purpese of dofenmvw 11 ir coun-

try and home agamst a barbarous cncwy, This
was too late to produce the desired Cﬂ(‘it

'On the moraing of the 19th December, about
4 o’clock, the enemy, consisting of regulars, mi-
litia, rmd Indians, to the number, by the most
probable acccunt, of 15€0 men, crossed the Nia-
gara river at ﬁvo-m le meadow, and advanced
against I'ort Miagara, which they completely sur-
'pnccd entering 1t while the men were ne'u’ly all
qslef'p, and l\lllmp, without mevcy cr discrimina-
tion, those who came in their way. It will be
recollected, that an attack on this place was ex-
pected, and that Lav)tam Lecnard, who command-
ed, had directions accordingly; yet General
M‘Clure obscrves, in his official (zespatch, «Jam
induced to think that the disaster is not attributa-
ble to any waut of t 00Ps, but to gross neglect -in
the commanmm» ofiicer of the imt Capta.m Leo-
Fing, being 1eady and locking

J

B

nard, in not propa
cut for the c"; ceted atteck” appears by anc-
ther letter from General T “1‘Clure, “ that- Captain
Leonard ‘was not in the fort at the time of the
attack, 1 A ing left it at a late hour the preceding
evening.’

On the same morning on erch Niagara was
taken, a detachment of ilitia stationed at Lewis.
‘ton, undor commanl of Major Bennet, was at-
tacked by a streng paity of the enemy, but the
major and his few nien cut their way with great
bmvely threush severel hundreds of savages and
others, by whom th ey were fumun(.ed The
villuges of Youngstown, Lewisten, Manchester,
the Indicn Tuscarora village, and all the interven-
ing houses, were burned, Znd me any of the inbha-
Litants rumumanly bLtcuered without respect to
zgo or e, by savages, headed by British officers
}mmted 3.1;‘;}(:1‘ Hiallory, who was stationed at

o
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Schlosser, with about 40 Canadian militia, boldly
advanced to Lewiston heights, and compelled the
enemy to fall back to the foot of the mountain:
for two days the major continued to resist the ad-
vance of the enemy, disputing every inch of ground
to the Tautawanty creek.

Major general Hall, on learning the dangerous
and exposed state of the frontier, hastened to Ba-
tavia; and, on the morning of the 23d December,
at the request of General M¢Clure, took the chief
command of the men then assembling to repel the
enemy. . There was a great deficiency of ammuni-
tion and arms. With what could be procured,
the general commenced his march towards Lewis-
ton on the 25th, having under his command 150
infantry, under Lieut. Col. Lawrence, supported
by one company of cavalry, under Captain Mar-
vin, and in the expectation to join a corps of mi-
litia, said to be 200 strong, under Lieut, Col. Ache~
son, which was stationed 15 miles east from Lewis-
ton, with instractions, if possible, to join the
main force at Buffuloe. On the morning of the
26th, General Hall avrived at Bufizloe, where he
fornd a counsiderable body of irregular troops
of various descriptions. General M<Clure was
left in command at Batavia. On the 27th, the
troops at Buffaloe and Black Rock, were reviewed,
and found to consist, in the aggregate, including
Indians, of 1711 men, which were increased, on
the morning of the 29th, by about 300 men, give
mng an entire force of 2011 men; but this force
was soon reduced, by desertion, to 1200; and
even these so deficient in ammunition, that o part
of the cartridges were made and distributed after
-the men were paraded for battle, on the morning
of the 30th. '

In the evening of the 29th, at 12 o’clock, the

- horse patrole had been fired on, a short distance
below Conjoktie’s creek, and one mile below

N 2
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Black Rock. The troops were immediately paraded,
and stood by their arms. An attempt was made
to dislodge the enemy from the sailors’ battery
near Conjoktie’s, of which he had obtained pos-
segsicn.  The attempt fuiled, through the dark-
ness of the night, and confusion into which the
militia were thrown by the enemy’s fire. A second
body ofmilitia, sent on the same service, was
equally umisuccessful; the men, after a” short
skirmish, fled in disorder. A third detachment
was ordered on the same service, but was recalled
to oppose a body cof men which was discovered,
as the day -dawned, crossing the river. As soon
as the force of the enemy was ascertained to be
large, and commanded by lientenant. colonel
Drummond, and their positicn reconnoitred,
the best pocsible dispositicn was made to opposé
them, with a force inferior in number, as it was
in-expericnce and ammunitions of war. General
Hall thus briefly details the effect :

“ The attack was commenced by a fire from our
- six pourder under licutenant Seely, below general
Porter’s house, and one twenty-four and two twelve
pounders at the battery, under conmmand of lieuten-
ant Farnum, of the 2ist U. 8 infantry, acting as a
volunteer. At thesame time the enemy opened a 'I;eavy
fire frém their batteries on the opposite side of the river,
cf shells,sphierical and hot shot, and ball. The régiment
under command of colonel Blakeslie, about 400 strong,
were regularly in line, together with detached bodies
from other corps, amcunting, according to the best
estimate I can make, in all about 600 men.—These
few but brave men, corimenced the attack with mus-
ketry upon tlie enemy in their boats, and poured
upon them a most destructive fire. Every inch of .
ground was disputed with the steady coolness of veter-
Tiam

ang, and at the cxpense of many valuable lives.

=

Their bravery, at the same time that it casts o lustre
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over their names, reflects equal disgrace on those
who fled at, the frst appearance of danger—and whom
her intreaties nor threats could turn back to the
support of their comrades. '

¢ Peroeiving that the Indians, on whom I had re-
lied for attacking ke enemy s flank, were offering us
no assistance, and that our right was endangeved by
the enemy’s left, I gave directions for the reserve, v~
der’command of colonel Mt:Mahon, to attack the
eaemy in flank on our right. But terror had dissi-
pated this corps, and but few of them could be ral-
lied by their officers and brouglit to the 'attack. Of
this corps there are some who merit well of their
country—but more who covered themselves with dis-
grace. The defection of the Indians and of my re-
serve, and the loss of the service of the cavalry and
mounted men, by reason of the nature of the ground
On which they must act, left the forces engaged ex-
posed to the enemy'’s fire in froat and fank., After
standing their ground for about one half hour, op-
posed to veterans and highly disciplined troeps, over-
whelined by numbers, 1d nearly surroundgd, are-
treat Decame necessary to their safety, whbich was
accordingly made. I then made every effort to rally
the troops, with a view to renszw the attack on the
enemy's columns, on their approach to the village of
Buffaloe. But every effort proved. ineffoctual ; and
experience proves, that with militia a retreat De-
comes a flight, and a battle once ended, the army is
dissipated. Deserted by my principal force, 1 fell
back that night to the Eleven-mile creek, and wus
forced to leave the flourishing villages of Black
Rock and Buffaloe, a prey tothe enemy, which they
Lave pillng2d and laid in ashes.”

General Hall retived te FEleven-mile-creek,
where he collected about %00 men; and, with
these, endeavored to cover the fleeing inhabitants,
and make a show, to prevent the advance of the
enemy. . 1

faght pieces of -artillery fell into the hands of
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the enemy. About thirty men were killed, and
somewhat more than that number wounded, in
the defence of Black Rock. But the worst re-
mains to be told, or rather some faint idea to be
given of the indescribable barbarity of the ene-
my. : :
Black Rock and Buffaloe were destroyed, to-
ether with every building for two miles east of
Buffaloe on the Batavia road, and almost every
building between Buffaloe and Niagara along the
river. ¢ The enemy,” says general Hall, «had
with him at Black Rock and Buffaloe, a number
of Indians, (the general opinion in that country
is about 200,) who pursued their accustomed
mode of horrid warfare, by tomahawking, scalp-
ing, and otherwise mutilating the persons who
fell into their hands. Among the victims of their
savage barbarity was a Mrs, Lovejoy, of Buffaloe,
who was tomahawked, and afterwards burned in
her own house. The conduct of these savages
has struck the minds of the people on the Nia-
gara frentier with such horror, as to make it ab-
solutely necessary that a more efficient force than
the ordinary militia of the country should be em-
ployed for ite protection, to prevent itz becoming
entirely depopolated.” : :

All the settlements of a populous country, for-
ty miles square, were completely broken up, and
12,000 persons sent as if into beggary. The to-
mahawk and bayonet deprived pavents of their
children, and children of their parents; the sa-
vages white and red, who acted not merely as
conquerors, but as murderers and robbers, by a
fell swoop pounced upon their prey with all the te-
rocity of the tiger, and the ull-desol’ating ruin
of the locust. On the 4th January the robbers
retired into their own woods, not daring to wait
the clastisement that was prepared for tlbiem'-'i

Cansiderzble contributions of money were col-
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lected for the relief of the surviving sufferers, who
gradenliy retmened to. view the smeking ruins
of their late habitarions,
CThe enemy having declared their conluct on
vontier, to have been comnmitted in
ws said to have been com-

en
mited by the A can ammies in Canada, the
censure, cor rather indignation of the suflering

who had the command. The general, previous
to retiring ivom. command, published an address
to the public, in justifcaden of his own conduct,
in which he secns to have been pretiy success-
ful. M¢Clare was cortainly a godod and zealous
soldier; ever- ready to obey his superiors, he ex-
acted obedience from those who were placed un-
der his command: he knew ¢hat strict discipline
was essential. to form the practical soldier; and
ke prebably suffered in the -esteem of some be-
cause he purshed a'systemn from which he cou‘l‘d
not depart without a crime, that might stamp
him with indelible disgrace, S

The importance of Fort Niagara, as a military
position, is ‘sufficiently evident, and.the possibﬂ;-
ty “of preserving it has been. unfortunately proy-
en by an cnemy, who probably weuld not medi-
tate its reduction, were he not in some Tgnner
apprized that the garrison, sufficiently strong, was
not sufliciently watchtul. = Had this post been
preserved, -as it might have been, the rathless
‘massacre pof - its garrison, after resistance had

~ceased, would not have happened; nor would
-a savage enemy have dared to attempt his horrid

incursion, without the previous possession of the
key to the settlements along the Niagara froi-
tier.. ' .
These observations are not merely speculative,
The enemy had undoubtedly an early eye on the
post at Niagara: it may perhaps be cause of sur-
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prize to some, that it was not seized while-in a
state of ill defence, and that its occupation by the
enemy was. deferved to a time when it was amp-
ly -supplied "with men, arms, and ammunition.
This can be best explained by a re-assertion, that
the enemy very prudently waited until he could
find the garrison not watchful, sleeping. To the
undaunted prowess of one of the most intrepid,
zealous, and active officers of the army,itis to be
attributed, that the enemy had mnot an earlier
possession of Niagara fort. Captain M‘Keon,
of the artillery, in his bold and successful de-
fence of this post, has signalized himself in a
manaer that had few parallels during the war, and
may probably be ranked with, because it bore
strong similitude to, the brave exploit of the hero
of lower Sandusky. This act of captain M‘Keon
will be Dest explained by the following letter to
the secretary of war, which is now published for
the first time, ‘

, New-York, 8th June, 1813,
" Sir, '

When the army was yet in its infancy, and but, very
few tropps to, garrison she old fort of Niagara, I ‘had
the honour to command at: that station a company of
the 3d regiment of the U. &. artillery; at this time
the enemy prepared to;bomband us, aud'raised several
strong batteries for the purpose. We sustained his
fire for seven hours, and had our works so much shat-
tered, that our commandant, captain Leonard, thought
them no longer tenable ; he had the guns spiked, and
evacuated the fort. According to orders, I retreated
with the garrison; but at a very short distance from
the place, I solicited and ‘obtained captain Lieonard’s
permission to return to it ; at the moment, it was the
depot of an immense quantity of public stores, .
worth perhaps a million o% dollars, and still ntore va-
luable in a military point of-view. These I wished .
at every risk to preserve. Though I possessed en-
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tire command of all my men, I took back with me
but 25; because, from the:circumstance of the gund
being spiked, I could not employ more; and this
number was enough for the execution of my plan,
if it should succeed, and enough to lase if it should
fail. - T placed sentinels on the ramparts, and at the
barriers, and caused thém to give the usual call eve-
ry six minutes through the night, so as to impress.
the enemy with &' belief that the fortress was gar-
risoned, and the garrison vigilant. At the same
time - four men bélonging to the laboratory had port
fires lighted and fuzees prepared to blow up the ma-
gazine and all, if the enemy could not be intimidated
from advancing upon us. Fortunately, he was inti--
midated ; the fort was saved ; and the next morning
at 8 o'clock the garrison returned with a reinforce-
ment. On the 16th of October, a second order was
issued by general Alexander Sinyth, for the evacu-
ation of this fort, and the public property was accor-
dingly removed from it to Lewiston; but immediate-
ly I'represented to col. Winder, that the fort was not
only tenable, but that I would maintain™ it. He was
pleased to sanction this opinion; and thus I was in
some measure the cause of preserving it a second
time. On the 21st of November following, the ene-
my bombarded our fort with the greatest fury for 1.3
hours ; during which time it was my good fortune to
have been most assailed by his attack, and most op-
posite to his position. The conflagration of Fort
George and Newark, will, I trust, bear-testimony to
the successes of my efforts on that day. - -
{Signed) - JAS. M‘KEON,:
late capt. artillery.
The brave defence of Fort Niagara led tg the
fpllowing garrison order.
' GARRISON ORDER.
Fort Niagara, October 15, 1812.
1t is with' the greatest safisfaction the commanding

officer gives to - captain M<Keon his full apprebation
for his spirited and judicious condyct during the se-
vere cannonading from Fort' George, and the batter- -
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ies on the opposite side of the river, against this
post, for more than seven hours, on the 1‘)th October
inst.

To Dr. WWest he begs to express hls sincere "thanks
for the aid and sxst'mce rece'ved from him, To
the non- commlssxoned officers and privates of the gar-
rizon he has only to say that they have his full appro-
bation for their cool and determined courage, and
their zeal and activity during the day.

N. LEONARD,

capt. commanding Fort Niagara.

While things were thus plogressmg on land,
the Eritish were preparing a naval force for the
annoyance of the citizens on Lhe sea-board.

Admiral Warren arrived at Halifax on the 27th
September, 1812; and having attempted in vain
to deccive the Amerlcan g;ovcrlm*cnt with false
professions of & paum intention, he proceeded, in
January, off New York,

Early in February, 1818, the Chesapeake bay
and Delaware ri were blcekaded. o

The Britich fleet continued in the bay and rivers
cennecied ?l(,x‘.,“»'»'luh. Theirtransactions, for the
most nart, fovi a lusu(,xy of petty landings, where-
ver no censiderasle force could be cpposed to
‘t’:zem_ buraing or taking cvery vessel that came
within their power, l,lmulemry" the ichabitants ad-
jacent to the wa ttm, vurning houses, and insulting
in the most libidizous mann er, those ﬁmalov who
did not or eould no L'Cy from them. The follow-
ing deserve particular record ©

, A letter, of which the follow ing is a copy, wos
smt to Lu.f:;.mn, in the state of Delaware, on
tiie 16th Biuich, 1813, '

LE

Sin,

Assoon as you receive this, I must request you
will send twenty live bullocks, with_a proportionible
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guantity of vegetables and hay, to the Poictiers, for
the use of his Britannic majesiy’s squadron now at
this anchorage, which shall be immediately paid for
at the Philadelphia prices. If you refuse to comply
with this request, I shall be under the necessity of

destroying your town. ) o ‘
1 have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,

1l
J. P. BERESFORD, Commodore,

commanding the British squadros
. inthe mouth of the Delaware.

The first magistrate of Lewistown.

The magistrate transmitted the letter to Go-
vernor Haslet, who sent a reply to'the admiral on
the 23d, concluding in the following words: I
have only to observe to you, that a compliance
would be an immediate violation of the laws of
my country, and an eternal stigma on the nation
of which I'am a citizen. A compliance, thercfore,
cannot be acceded to.”

Oun the evening of the 6th April, the Belvidera
and two small vessels came close into Lewis, and
commenced an attack by firing several 82lb, shot
into the town, which have been picked up; after
which aflag was sent, to which the following re-
ply was returned :

Sir,

In reply to the renewal of your demand, with the
-addition tor a supply of water, I have to infurm you
that neither can be cemplied with,  This, tpo, youn
-must be sensible of; therefore I vaust insist the at-
tack on the inhabitants of this town is both wanton
and cruel. I have the honour to be )roub most obe-
‘dient servant, S :

: S. B. DAVIS, Col. Commandant.

Another message was sent, in which the Britich
_captain, Byron, among other matter, wrote, -« ]
grieve for the distress of the women—" to which
a verWal reply was gi\'e&; that “col. Davis is a
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gallant man, and has already talen care of the la-
dies.”

The attack continued till near 10 o’clock.—
The firing was kept up during the greater part
of the follomno day. One of the most dangcrous
of their gun boats was silenced by the fire fiom .
asmall battery. The enemy withdrew on the Sth,
after firing on Lewis for 22 hours, with little -
fect, and without dCC(‘ﬂlphbhlnﬂ‘ his abject.

In their progress up the hay, the Britih landed
at I'renchtown on the Llk river, and Lorned the
store houses, destroying or carrying away all the
public and piivate property which they con-
tained,

From Frenchtown the encriy proceeded to Ha-
vre de Grace, a ﬂOLlfm ag Title village on the
quuemnmn, where they landed in co nsiderable
force on the 8d of May, and proceeded to plunder
and barn with a savageness that required but the
use of the scalping x—;.n“‘:, to cuirival their red al-
Jies. Twcm_/ fonr of the best houses in the town
were burned, and the others pluiidered. A smull
party of militia v E}e stationed at Havre de Grace,
who on the apyroach of the enemy, made a slight
resistamce, and then retreated.  An Irishman,
named O'Neil, with o courage amounting to rash-
ness, aid an enthusiasm not confined by eold loy-

. alty, oppesed his single arm to the British host,
was talen. pllSO’leI‘ and carried on board the Bri-
tish flect, but afterwards releascd on parole.

His countrymen residing in Ph*l_ndelnhm, pre-
sented the brave O'Neil with a swerd.
 ¥rom Havre de Crace the encmy proceeded
farther up the river, wnd burned the warehouse
belonging to Mr. Stump, and a fuinace belong-
ing to L-/h’._ Hughes, at Prmum"l.

"On the mommo "of the 4th ), the enemy evacu-
ated Havre de Gracc, and proceedeu down the

bay.
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The next exploit of the enemy was the burning
of the unmprotected villages of Krederick and
Georgetown ; the former in Cecil county, the lat~
ter in Kent county, opposite cach other on the
Sassafras river, in the state of Maryland.

The movements of th2 enemy on the 20th
June, having indicated a desizn to attack Novfolk,
which place was then ill prepared for defence,
Captain Tarbell, finding Craney island rather
weakly manned, directed leutenants Neale, Shu-
brick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen, to a small
battery at the N. W. point of the island. At S5
o'clock en the morning of the 22d, the enemy
was discovered landing round the poiut of Nan-
semond river, a.force, reported by deserters and
others to exceed 3000 men. At 8, A. M. the
barges attempted to land, in front of the island, an
additional force of 1500, when lieutenants Neale,
Shubrick, and Saunders, with the sailors under
their command, and the marines of the Constel-
lation frigate, 150 in number, opeuned a fire,
which was so well directed, that the eremy was
obliged to retreat to his ships. Three of his lar-
gest barges were sunk; one of them, called the
Centipede, Admiral Warren's boat, 50 feet in
length, carried 75 men, the greater part of whom
were lost.  Several of the boats feli back in the
rear of the island, and commenced throwing roe-
kets from Mr.” Wise’s houses; but they werc
quickly compelled to move off; by the shot dirested
to that quarter from gun-boat” No. 67. In the
evening, the enemy’s boats came round the point
of Nansemond, and at sun-set were seen returping
to their ships, fiill of men. = At dusk they strewed
the shore along. with fires, in order to'run away
by the light. o o :

The British troops that were previously landed,
made their appearance on the main land, with o
view to attack the west and no;'th'poaitiohs.qf the
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island, but with no better success than attended
the men in the boats. Two 24 pounders and
four 6 pounders were a'vantageously posted, under
the direction of major Faulkener cof the artillery,
which were so well served by capt. Emersen, lcu-
tenants IHawl and Godwin, that they preduced a
serious cfivct on the enemy, who was soon com-
pelled to retreat. N

Opposed to the large British force, there were .
but a few hundred militia and artillerists; therewere
-mounted on the island not more than eight pieces
of cannon that could be brought to bear on the
enemy. - ““ The officers of the Constellation” ac-
cording to the official report of commodore Cas-
sin, “fired their 18 pounder more like riflemen
than artillerists.” This defence did great honour
to the few Americans who were engaged. Nor-
folk was an important post, and the enemy deter-
mined on its occupation ; the force sent against it
was large ; admiral Cockburn conmanded in per-
son, and was in one of the barges, encouraging
the men to advaince. - Some French deserters re-
ported, that a large bounty was to be given to the
men in the event of success, and that it was pro-
mised to them that Morfelk would be given up to
be plundered ! .

The loss of the enemy could not be less than
200, exclusive of several deserters; 22 prisoners
were taken ; also a brass 4 pounder, with 2 num-
ber of small arms, pistols, cutlasses, 8&c.

 Not a man was lost on the side of the Ameri-
cans; the enemy used only Congreve rockets.

On the 25th June, between 30 and 40 barges
wer> discovered, filled with men, approaching
‘the mouth of Hampton creek, from the direc-
tion of Newport’s noose. - The American troops
were quickly formed on Little England plantation,
south west, and divided - from Hampton by a
narrow creek, over which a slight foot bridge had
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been erected. In a short time the e >my com-
menced landing troops in rear of the Americans.
A little after five o’clock, A. M. several barges
approached Black-beard’s point, the headmost of
which commenced a firing of round shot, which
‘was returned from.a small battery of four long
12 pounders. The entire of the erce landed by
the enamy consisted of at least 2500 men, support-
ed by several heavy field-pieces, and some heavy
guns, and rockets; the American troops were
composed of 849 infantry and rifie, 62 artillerists,
and 25 cavalry. This little force made the maost
judicious and best defence- that was practicable,
mariceuvring and disputing every inch of grouud.
"Fhe contest was at one time very sharp, and main-
tained with a resolution that left hope of repelling
the invaders; but the enemy, being very numer-
ous, attempted to ontflank and cut off the Ameri-
cams, when part of the latter began to disperse in
various directions. It now became indispensa-
bly necessary tor all the Americans to retire, which
they did, wuder a- continued, but ill - divecicd fire
from the eneiny, who pursned then ¥ar two miles, .
The Awmcricans cecasionally stopped at a fence or
ditch, and at every fire brought down one of the
pursaing foe.
Captain Pryor, with his Heutenants Lively and
Jones, and his brave, active matrosses, after slaugh-
tering many of the enemy with his field-pieces,
remained on the ground till surrounded; and
wien the enemy was within 60 or 70 yards of the
fort, they spiked ‘their guns, broke through the
enemy’s rear, and byswimming a creck, made good
their retreat without losing a man, taking with
them their carbines, and hiding them In the
wootls. o -
The Aumerican loss was 7 killed, 16 wounded,
{of whom 2 died of their wounds,) 1 prisoner,
and 11 missing. The enemy took possession of the

02
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village of  Hampton, after suffering -a loss, by
the most- probable -calculation, of “at least 200
“men. '

‘Major Crutchfield, who commanded the Ame-
ricans, states the enemy’s conduct, in the follow-
ing extract from his official report: :

i,

“To give you, sir, an idea of the savage-like dis-
position of the enemy, on their getting possession of”
the neighbourhood, would be a vain attempt. Al-
though sir Sidney Beckwith assured me, that no un-
easiness need be felt in relation to the-unfortunate
Anmericans; the fact is, that yesterday there were se--
veral dead bodies lying unburied, and the wounded
not even assisted into town; although observed to be
crawling through the fields towards a cold and inhos»
pitable protection. L

¢¢ The unfortunate females of Hampton, who could
not leave the town, were abused in the most shame-
ful manner; not only by the -soldiers, but by the ve-
nal = savage blacks, who were encouraged in their ex-
cesses. They pillaged, and encouraged every act.
of rapine and murder, killing a poor man of the name
of Kerby, who had been lying on his bed, at the
point. of death, for more than six weeks, shooting
bis wife in the hip at the same time, and killing
his faithful dog, lying under his feet. The mur-
dered Kerby was lying last night weltering in his
bed.” '

A committee of congress, in a report to the
hoyse, thus notice this. transaction. :

# The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal
lust at Hampton, were heard by the American pri-
soners, but were too weak to reach the ears, or dis=
turb the repose aof the British officers, whose duty,
as men, required them to protect every female whom
the fortune of war had thrown into their power.
The committee will not dwell on this hateful sub- .

ject. Human language affords no terms strong
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enough to express the emotions which the exami-
pation of this evidence has awakened; they rejoice
that these acts have appeared so incredible to the
American people. And, for the honor of human na-
ture, they deeply regret that the evidences so clearly
establish their truth. In the correspondence be-
tween the commander of the American and British
forces, will be found what is equivalent to an admis-
sion of the facts, by the British commander.”

The enemy soon evacuated Hampton, and re-
treated to his shipping, to avoid the punishment,
which, had “he remained, would have soon
been inflicted. The following extract of a let-
ter from captain Cooper to the lieutenant gov-
ernor of Virginia, is proof of shocking bar-
barity which would disgrace the savage of the
wildesness. ‘

4“1 was yesterday in Hampton with my troop—
that place having been evacuated in the morning by
the British. - My blood ran-cold at what I saw and
heard. The few distressed ‘inhabitants running up
in every direction to congratulate us; tewurs were
shedding in every corner—the infamous scoundrels,
monsters, destroyed every thing but the houses, and,
{my pen is almost unwilling to describe it) the wo-
men were ravished by the abandoned ruffians.—Great
God! my dear friend can you figure to yourself, our
Hampton females seized and treated with violence
by those monsters, and mnot a solitary American
arm present to avenge their wrongs! DBut enough—
I can no more of thic. The enemy have received a
reinforcement of 2000, in all 6000 men; and Nor:
folk or Richmond i3 their immediate aim. Protect
yourselves from such scenes as we have witness,
ed. They retired in great confusion, leaving 8000
weight of beef, gome muskets, ammunition, can-
teens, &c., and some of their men, which we took.
It is supposed that they apprehended an immediate
attack from 6000 of our men, which caused them to
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relreat s0 pleCipltately My friend, rest assured
of one thing—that they canhot conquer Americans—
they cannot stand them. If we had had 1200 men,
we should have Lilled or taken the greater part of
them.”

‘In further proof of these enormities, the fol-
lowing extract is given, from the letter of a gen-
tleman of great respectablhty

¢ At present you must content yourself with the
following, and believe it as religiousiy as any fact be-
yond denial.  Mrs. Turnbull was pursued up to her
walst in the water, and drag ge(, on shore by ten or
twelve of these ruffians, who satiated their brutal
desires upon her, after pulling off her ciothes, stock-
ings, shoes, &c. This fact was seen by your nephew,
Benh, and many ctheérs. Anothor case—a married
woman, her name unI\nown to me, with her infant
child in bher arms, (the child forcibly draggﬁd from
Her,§ shared the same fute - Twe young women,
well known to many, whose names will not be reveal-
ed at this time, “suffered io like maoner—Dr. Colton,
Parson Halson; and es. Hopkins, have informed me
of thege : particulars-—sncther, in the presence of lir
Hope; h'ld Lier gown cut off wiih a sword, and vie-
lence offered in his pn.scnc which he endenvoured
.to prevent, but hudm quit thc room, leaving the un-
fortunate vietim’ ig their possession, .vho, no doubt,
was abused in the -dine way.

.« Qld Mr. Bope mmsch‘, was stripped naked, prick-
ed with a biyonet in the erm, and siapt in the face—
and were I to mention a hundred cases in addition
to the a,bove, 1 ao not know that I should exs
rate.”

Admirel Cockburn is the redoubtable heiro who
cormimanded the eremy in the manly attack on
Hampton.

O the 26th June, three of the cnomys bar-
ges attempted to enter Pagan creek, but were
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resisted by a detachment of militia; and after ex-
changing 14 shots, without effect on cither side,
the enemy retired. ‘

The enemy had such a total command of the
waters of the Chesapeake, and the rivers falling
into it, wherever the same were withcut the
range of shot from: the shore; and his move-
ments were so various, that a. general alarm was
excited in the neighbourhood of these waters;
the troops were necessarily kept embodied, and
moving in a manner, which occasioned distress-
ing and harassing difficulties. The fate of the
females at Hampton excited an indignation, and
roused a patriotism and a love of tamily kindred,
which stifled all- complaints among the harassed
soldiery of Virginia and Maryland.—¢ Hampton”
was a watchword, at which every husband, fa-
© ther, brother, and man, took his gun and fled
with willingness, to meet the ruflians, who threat-
ened, with worse than, murder, the fair daugh-
ters of America. Sl

It would scarcely be interesting to detail eve-
ry petty landing, skirmish, and adventure, that
occurred, while the enemy remained in the -
-Chesapeake—the ‘most conspicuous of them will,
-however, be noticed. - )

A party of the encmy landed a little below
James-Town, on the 2d July, but were repuls-
ed by the militia. Two' of the enemy were kill-
ed, two taken, and several wounded. The mi-
litia suffered no loss.

On the 14th July, the U. S. schooner Asp,
was -attacked- in Yocimo river, by the crews of
2 brigs, who put off in their boats, for that pur-
pose. ‘The boats, 3 in number, were beaten off
“by the well directed fire from the Asp; about an
hour after, the boats returned, with two other
boats, well manned, There were but 21 men on
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board the Asp, and they could not effectually re-
sist the great force sent against them; they,
however, defended themselves obstinately and
bravely: nor did they retreat - until after the
Asp was boarded by more then fifty of the en-
emy. 'The enemy set the vessel on fire. After
their retreat, the survivors of the brave Ameri-
can crew went on board and extinguished the
flames. The American loss in killed 2od wound-
ed, amounted to 10 mcn. Mr. Sigourney, the
intrepid commander of the Asp, was among the
killed. ‘ '

Some essavs, published by the late Robert
Tulton, on tne practicabiliny of destroying ships
by torpedoes, iiduced several persons to turn
their thoughts to this subject, A My, Mix, of
the navy, accompanied by captain Bowman, of
Salem, and midshipman M‘Gowan, essayed to
destroy the ship of war Plantagenet, of 74 guns,
lying 1 Lynnhaven bay. For this purpose, they
proceeded in a boat, in the night of the 24th
July, 1818, and having reached within 100 yards
of the ship, dropped the torpedo. It was swept
alony by the tide, but exploded a few seconds
before it would have come in contact with the ves-
sel. It produced great consternation and confu-
sion on board the vessel, and induced several of
the crew to take to their boats, "The ship was
greatly agitated, and some damage done by the
violent motion of the water. The noise, occa-
sioned by the explosion, was loud and tremen-
dous; and the appearance of the water, thrown
up in a column of thirty or forty feet high, aw-
fully sublime. It has not been ascertained that
"any lives weve lost, ‘

The fleet, under command of Admiral Cocl-
burn, returned to the Chesapeake on-the 14th
July, after an invasion of North Carolina, where

the country was pillaged and liid waste by the
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enemy, for several miles. On the 12th, a part
of this flect, consisting of two 74’s, 3 frigates,
and 38 schooners, appesred off Ocracock bar, in
North Carolina, and Jminediately despatched, in
boats, between 700 and 800 men, who attacked
the privateer Anaconda, and scliooner Atlas, ly-
ing inside the bar. There were but 18 men on
board the Anaconda, who resisted the boats as
long as they could, until finding that the vessel
must be taken, they discharged the guns into the
hull; but the enemy boarded her in time to plug
the holes. The Atlas, and some small craft, were
captured. The enemy took possession of Ocra-
cock, and of the town of Portsmouth, without
opposition. o ,
Idrs. Gaston, of Newbern, wife -of the mem-
ber of congress, being told that the British had
landed, and would shortly be in possession of
Tewbern, fell into convulsive fits, and expired in
a fow hours. Mrs. Curtis died in a similar man-
ner, and a Mrs. Shepherd was at the point of
death, but has recovered.  Apprehensions of
being treated like the unfortunate females .of
Hampton, it is supposed, produced this extraor-
dinary degree of terror. A large body of mili-
tia and volanteers were asscinbied: in the vicin-
ity of Portsracuth, and on the point of attack-
ipg the enemy, when he thonght prudent to re-
tire. :
Licutenant Angus, commanding the Delaware
flotilla, having discovered, on the 27th July, that "
the enemy had chased and taken a small vessel,
near the Overfalls, got under way, and stood for
the enemy. At the distance of :about three guar-
ters of a mile, he brought the enemy’s sloop of
war to action, having anchored for that purpose
8 gun-boats, and 2 block-ships, in a line ahead.
A heavy DBritish - frigate had, by this time, an-
chored about half a wile further out.—After a
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cannonade of one hour and 45 minutes, in which
the enemy received several shot, without any ma-
terial damage done to the flotilla, he manned his
boats, 10 in number, (2 launches, the rest large
barges and cutters,) with between 30 and 40 men
in each, and despatched them after gun-boat No.
121, sailing-master Shead, which had fallen 2
mile and a half out of the line, and succeeded in
capturing her, after a gallant resistance. The
enemy would have been totally defeated, had he
nct been favoured by a calm, which enabled him
to carry off the gun-boat No. 121, the colours of
which were not struck until after being boarded.
The sound of cannon on this occasion, was heard
at the city of Washington, a distance of 120 miles.

Sailing-master Shead concludes his oflicial re-
portin the following words:

« [ found it necessery, for the preservation of those
few valuable lives left, to surrendér to seven times
our number; the enemy boarding, loaded our decks
with men; we were all driven helow, and it was with
the utmost difficulty that the officers counld stay the
revenge of the seamen, who seemed to thirst for blood
‘and plunder, the last of which they had, by robbing
us of every thing; we had none killed, but 7 wound-
-ed, 5 slightly. The enemy’s loss by us, was 7 killed,
and 12 wounded, 4 of which have since died. They
have conquered me, but they have paid dearly for it ;
and I trust, sir, when you come to view the disadvan-
tages that I laboured under, having been but 7 days
on board my boat, and scarcely time to station my
men, and the misfortune of entirely disabling my
gun, and the superiority of numbers to oppose me,
you will be convinced, that the flag I had the honour
to wear, has not lost any of that national character
which has ever been attached to it.” :

It is painful to the historian, that while he re-
cords the many instaaces of virtuous patriotism,
ard glorious prowess, which signalized the citizens
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and inhabitants of the United States, it becomes
‘also his diity to record théir crimes and trexsons.
Muck consolation 1s, however, derived from the
reflection, (hat patriotist was the prevailing sen-
timent of a great majority of the people.” 'The
following general order was publlshegi,' and dated
from the navy department, at'the city of Wash-
ington, and sent, as 2 circular, to the J:On;man‘a;‘
ing officers of stations, or vessels of ‘the navy of
_the United States.

* The-palpable and criminal interceurse held with
the enemy’s forces, bicckading and invading the wa-
ters and shores of the United States, is, in a military
view, an offence of so deep a die, as to call for the

vigilant interpesitien of all the naval offieers of the
United States. .

« This intercoutse is not orly carried on'by foreign-
ers, under the specious- garb of friendly flags,” who
convey provisions, water, and succours of all kinds,
(ostensibly destined for friendly ports, in the face,
too, -of a declared and rigoreus blockade,) direct to
the fleets and stations of the enemy, with contsant in-
telligence of our naval and military furce and prepara-
tion, and the means of continuing and condudting
the invasien to the greateést possible annoyance of the
couutry ; but the same traffiz, intercourse, -and intel-
ligence, is carried on with gréat subtilty and treéacha.
vy, by profligate citizens, who, in vessels ostensibly
navigating our waters, from port to port, undeér ¢over
of night, or.othér circumstances favouring their tur-
pitude, find means to convey succours or Intelligerice
to the enemy, and elude the penalty of the law., This
lawless trade and intercourse is also carried on tosm
great extent, in craft, whose capacity exempts them
from*the regulations of. the revesue laws, and from
the vigilance which vessels of greater capaeity attract.
.1 am therefore commanded by the President of
the United States, to enjoin and direct all naval cot-
manding officers; . to.exercise the strictest vigiiance;
aud to,stop or’ detain all vessels ovreraft, whatsoevér,
proceeding or apparently ihtend-ing to preceed, iu-

1

&
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wards the enemy’s vessels within the waters, or hover-
ing about the harbours of the United States; or to-
wards any station occupied by the enemy, within the
jurisdiction of the United States, from which vessels
or craft the enemy might derive succours or intelli-
_gence. ; ‘
| W. JONES.”
The enemy, the better to carry his projects in
_the Chesapeake into execution, took possession of
Kent-island, and fortified the narrows; which
station, he, however, soon afterwards ‘deserted.
-On the 10th August, he made ah attack on St.
-Michael, with 11 barges, which went up the river -
-on the opposite side, and came down on the side
of St. Michael, with so little noise, that they were
not perceived passing up or down the river; and
“as it was very cloudy, and the men in the fort,
without suspicion -of attack, the enemy landed
before they were discovered. The men fired two
%uns and left the fort, ‘of which the encmy imme-
diately took possession, and gave three cheers,
supposing they would have St. Michael without
much difhculty ; but they were very much mista-
ken, for the St. Michael’s people, and Captain
Vickers, of the Easton packet, with the artillery
Arom Easton, attacked them so briskly, "and poini-
. ed their guns with so much judgment, that our in-
wvaders were soon obliged to make off—the infantry
were not engaged. Not a man of the Americans -
was hurt, although the grape-shot flew like hail in
the town, and their balls went through a number
of the houses; The two shots that were fired
from the fort must have done some e¢xecution, as
a quantity of blood was seen upon the shore, and
~ two swords and a pistol were left behind, and their
barges were scen to be struck hy the artillery from
-the town. - ]
On the morning of the 14th August, at four
©'clock, the enemy attacked Queenstown, in
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(rueen Ann county, both by land and water ;—
about 600 troops were landed, and marched up
to the town, and 20 armed barges made the at-
tack by water—the attack was so unexpected, that -
but little resistance was made—a piquet guard of
the American 1nilitia were fired on by the enemy,
1 .of them was Lilled, and 2 or 3 wounded—tlie
militia retreated to Ceuterville, and left the enemy
in possession of the town. '
Were the enemy to confine himself to the cap-

taring of vessels and their cargoes, and the de-
struction of public property, he would be justi-
fiable; but it is due to truth, not to conceal, that,
departing from all established rules of warfare,
le not only carried off private property, = whene-
ver he could seize it, but also destroyed whatever he
could reach, and could not remove. . On the 2d -
November, he landed on George’s istand, and
burned all the buildings on it, -he decoyed a great
number of negroes, with a promise to make them
free—and afterwards shipped these wretches ‘to
the West-Indies, where they were sold as slaves,
for the benefit of British officers.. The folIOw"i'ng
device was practised with success. '

A party of militia (17 in number,), stationed
themselves behind the Sand-hills,>while two white
men with their faces and hands blackehed, went
down upon the beach, and waved itheir’ handker-
chiefs to the ships, when a beat, with six men,
immediately came ashore, followed, :at'some . dis--
tance, by two others, full of men. Just as: the
men from the first boat were preparing’ toland,
one of those disguised, in walking a few steps,
-showed his bare ancles, :which he omitted to black-
een, when the enemy exclaimed—¢ White hent ‘in
disguise, by ——; let. us push offl—which' they
_did,. and, at.the samei moment; the militia ran out
and fired upon them, until they were out of gun-
shot; they killed two out of the six. -
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It would be impossible, in the comjpass allotted
to this werk, to do justice to the ciemy. His
barbarous and plundering conduct in the Chesa~
peake, and adjoining rivers, can only be equalled
by the conduct of the same enemy in a former
war., < 'The species of warfare” says the editor
of .a Norfolk paper, ¢ waged by Captain Lloyd,
of the Plantagenet, on the inhabitants of Prin-
cess Anne country, is of that pitiful and disho-
nourable kind, which cannot failto attach a last<
ing stigma to his character, and cause his name
-to descend to oblivion, coupled with that of “the
infamous Dunmore, and clogged with the bitter
execrations of all who shall hear the tale of his
rapacity.” '

The Norfolk Herald thus ably and humanely
votices the seizing and carrying off negroes:

««To take cattle, or other stock, would be consis-
tent with the usage of  civilized warfare; but to
take negroes, who are human beings; to tear them
for everfrom  their kindred-and connecticns, is what
we should never expect from a Christian nation, es-
pecially one that has done so much to abolish the
shave-tinde  There are Negroes in Virginia, and
we believe in all thez southern states, who have their
snterests and affections as strongly engrafted in their
hearts as the whites, and who feel the sacred ties of
filial, parental, and conjugal affection equally strong,
and who arc warmly attached to their owners, and
the scenes of their nativity. To those, no induce-
ment which the enemy could-offer would be sufiici-
ent to tempt them away. To drag them away, then,
hy force, would be the greatest cruelty. Yes, it is
reserved for England, who boasts of her religion, and

" love of hwmanity, to practise this piece of cruelty,
so vepugnant to the dictates of Christianity and civi
lizatisn ™ .

The great vigilance and activity of the citi-
zens tended not only to disappoint, but frequently
to punish the invaders. : X
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On the 11th September, about 15 men volun-
teered from a militia company, stationed near the
inlet, at Norfolk, to go and attack a party of the
British, who were said to be on shore at the cape,
When they came to the cape, and were mount-
ing one of the sand-hills, they found themselves
in full view, and within musket-shot of alarge body
of marines, who were exercising. A cluster of
officers were ‘standing some distance off, between
their main body and our militia—the latter had
not a moment to spare; they took deliberate aim
at the officers, and fired ; four of them fell. The
militia then made the best of their way back to
camp, while the enemy’s shot whistled over their
heads in all directions, but without effect. ,

- The proceedings of the enemy along the coast,
‘east of the Delaware, were not generally impor=
tant. '

The frigate United States, com. Decatur, fri-
gate Macedonian, capt. Jones, and sloop of war
Hornet, capt. Biddle, on the 24th May, got un-
der way from New-York, with an intention of
proceeding so sea through the sound. When off
Hunt’s point, the mainmast ot the United States
was struck with lightning, which tore away the
commodore’s- broad pendant, and brought it
down on deck, passed into one of. the port-
holes, down the after hatchway, through the ward
room into.the doctor’s room, put out his candle.
tore up his bed, and ther: passed between the skin
and ceiling of the ship, and tore up about 20
nails of her" copper at water’s edge. ~No further
trace of it could be discovered.” The Macedonian
was about 100 yards astern of the United States,
af_l;ld on observing the li htning strike her, imme-
diately hove her topsails aback, fearing that the
fire might find its way to the magazine,

- On the Ist of June, the vessels attempted. t6 puat
%o sea, but were chased in‘o New London by a
P2
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Pritish force, consisting of a 74, a razee, and a
frigate. The Dblockade of New London was im-
mediately formed, and the inhabitants very high-
ly alarmed lest the town should be attacked. -
On the 2ist of June, the British privateer
Buckskin, (formerly belonging to Salem) chased a
coaster into Owl Head narrows, (a small harbour.
in Massachussetts,) where five others were lying,
the whole of which were captured, and removed
down into what is called the Thoroughfare, pre-
paratory to being manned out, and they began
unlading one of the sloops, into which they intend-
ed to put the prisoners. During this time, from
200-to 300 militia collected, and proceeded down
to Fox island, it being thick foggy weather ; when
at half past 3, on the morning of the 22d, the
fog clearing away, the privateer appeared at ana
ckor about 29 rods from the shore, where they
commnienced firing upon her with small arms, and
one field-piece, which killed the privatecrsmen al=
most as fast as they came on deck. The 1st lieu-
tenant cut the cable, and in attempting to hoist
the jib, (lying flat on kis back) had his ‘under jaw
shot away; the captain was kilied; and but 9
men, it is said, remained unhwrt; the rest being
cither killed cr weounded. It Leing ebb tide, she-
drifted cut, and when out of reach of the mus-
ketry, got under way, leaving all ‘her prizes,
vhich again fidl into the Lauds of the rightful
owners. The crews put in to man them, in at-
tempting to escape to the privatecr in boats, were
cither killed er wounded. The action lasted an
hous. ‘
On the 28d June, two barges, contzining cach
about 15 men, from the blockading squadron off
New London, attemptcd to iwad near the liglit-
house, but on observing a company of artitlery
wear the shove, pulled off as fast as possible.
When the enemy iweginced themselves cut of
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danger, they stood in the barges and cheered.
at this moment a shot was fired from the artillery,
which struck one of the boats, and killed or
wounded eight or ten of the men in it.

A Mr. Scudder formed a design of destroying
the British ship Ramilies, of 74 guns, off New
London. For this purpose, ten kegs of powder
were put into' a strong cask, with a quantity of
sulphur mixed into it.. At the head of the cask
were fixed two gun-locks, with cords fastened to
the triggers, and to the under side of the barrels’
in the hatchway, so that it was impossible to
hoist the barrels without springing the locks on
cach side of the powder; and on the top was
placed a quantity of turpentine and spirits of
turpentine, which in all probability was sufficient
to have destroyed any vessel that ever floated on
the water, if she could have been got along side,
which was the object in view. These kegs were
J:ut on Loard the smack Eagle, which sailed from
How York on the 15th June, for New London,
Lut. which the crew abandoved, on, being pursued
Ly the boats of the enemy. It was expecied that
the vessel wonld be brought along side the Ra-
milies, and by exploding, would destroy that
ship. ~The wind dying away, and the tide being
egainst them, she could not be broughi along
side.  When the Eagle exploded, there were
four boats alopg side, and a great many men o
beard her.  After the explosion, there was not
a vestige of the boats to be scen; the body of
fire vose ts a vast height, and then burst kke a
rocket. Every man near or cbout her were pro-
bably. lost, as the boats sent from the Ramilies
were seen to return without picking up any
thing. -

On the 10th June, three.barges belonging to
the blockading squadron, after capturing some
sioops off’ the mouth of Connecticut river, attemg-
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ted to land at Saybrook, but were beaten off by
the militia. The enemy had three men killed on
this occasion. The militia escaped unhurt.

On the 24th July, a 1st and 3d lieutenant, a sail-
ing master, and 5 men, belonging to the Ramilies,
were surprised and taken on Gardner’s island, by a
party of the'crew of the United States, despatched
for the purpose by commodore Decatur. The
prisoners were paroled, and being at liberty, were
joined by others of their crew, when they found
themselves sufficiently strong to seize and carry
off the American boat. 'There was an attempt al-
so made tointercept the American party, but they
escaped in a whale-boat to Sag harbour, from
whence they returned in safety to New Lon-
don. —

Shortly after this transaction, Mr. Joshua Pen-
ny, of Easthampton, Long island, was taken
out of his bed during the night, by a party fronr
the enemy’s ship, and being brought on board the
Ramilies, was put in irons. Major Case, com-
manding the troops of the United Sfates at Sag
harbour, demanded his release as a non-combat-
ant; but the British officer, (captain Hardy) de-

" ¢lined, on the ground that he was a combatant;
that he conducted a party of seamen from New
London to Gardner’s island, there to surprize and
take several British officers; that his name had
been entered on the books of one of the frigates.
and that “he had been employed.in a boat con-
trived for the purpose, pnder the command of
Thomas Welling, prepared with a torpedo, to

_destroy this (captain Hardy’s) ship.,” This last
crime was undoubtedly that which led to the cap-
ture and severe treatment of Nr. Penny. He
was treated with great severity while on board the
Ramilies, from w%ich vessel he was sent to Hali-
fax, where he was treated like other prisoners.
He was sent to Salem in a cartel ship, in May,
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1814, apd probably owed not enly his liberation, -
but his life, to.the circumstance that the presi-
dent of the United States ordered two- British
subjects to be held as hostages {or the safety of.
Lir. Penny.

The New-London -blockading squadron came,
on the 8th September, by the Sound, to a place
about 20 miles from the city of MNew-York, cap-
tured 20 coasters, touk a quantity of sheep from
the main, and had probably other robbéries or in-
juries in view. Commodore Lewis, on receiving
information of the enemy’s movement, proceeded
up the Sound, with 45 gun-boats.” By nine o’-
clock on the 9th, he was at Sands’ Pomt, within
10 miles of the enemy. A Bhitish frigate and a
sioop of war got under weigh, and stood to-
ward them, At one. oclock, P. M. the com-
modore. brought his flotilla to aachor in Hemp-
stead bay, ready to receive the enemy. The Dut-
ish exchanged 10 or 15 shots at too great a dis-
tance to produce any effect, and then stood to
the eastward, and were soon out of sight. The
Hotilla returned to its former station.

On the 5th July, the British tender Fagle,
which had been employed by commodore Beres-
ford, for the purpose of burning coasters, &c,
was taken by a coup de main. The smack . Yan-
kee was borrowed for this purpose. Sailing mas-
ter Percival went on board, and concealed 50 men
in the hold, he tied a calf, a sheep, and a goose
on deck, and, thus prepared, he stood out of
Musquito cove; three men appeared on deck.
The [agle, on perceiving the smack, immediately
rave chase, and after coming up with her, and
finding she hadlive stock ou deck, ordered her
to go down to the commodore, then about five
miles distant. The helwsman of the smack an-~
swered ¢ aye, aye, sir,” and apparently put up
the belm for that purpose, which brought him



178 HISTORY OF THE WAR. .

along side the Eagle, not ‘more than three yar&é
distant. ‘The watchword, Lawrence, was then

.given, when the armed men rushed on deck from

their hiding places, and poured into her a volley
of musketry, which struck her crew with dismay,
and drove them down so precipitately into the
hold of the vessel, that . they had not time to
strike their colours, Seeing the ememy’s deck
clear, - sailing-master Percival, who commanded
the expedition, ordered his men to cease firing—
upon which one of the enemy came out of the
hold and struck the colours of the eagle. She
bad on board a 32 pound brass howitzer, load-
ed with cannister shot; but so sudden was the
surprise, they had not time to discharge it. The
crew of the Bagle consisted of H. Morris, mas-
ter’s mate of the Poictiers, W. Price, midship-
man, and 11 seamen and marines. Mr. Morris
was killed, Mr. Price mortally wounded, and one
marine killed and one wounded. The Eagle,

- with the prisoners, arrived off the battery in the

afternoon, and landed the prisoners at Whitehall,
amidst the shouts and plaudits of thousands of
spectators, assembled on the battery, celebrating
the annjversary of our independence.

A detachment from the gun-boat flotilla near
Sandy-Hook, most gallantly beat off about 100
of the crew of the Plantagenet, which drove a-
shore and boarded the schooner Sparrow, of Bal-
timore, on the 3d November, near Long Brarch.

-The eargo, together with sails, rigging, &c. was

D

saved; the vessel bilged. .

 The following copy of a letter from lieutenant
Nicholson, commanding the gun-boats at Newport,
announced the capture of the armed British sloop
Dart, on the 4th October.

« Sir—I have the pleasure to inform you of the
capture of:the British armed. sloop Dart, by the're-
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venue cutter of this place, last evening. -She appear-
ed off the harbor before sun set; the captain of the
cutter offered his services to go out; I put-on board
three sailing-masters and about twenty men; sheim-
mediately made sail and laid aboard the Dart. and
carried her by boarding. Her first officer was killed ;
two of our own men were wounded slightly. [he pri-
soners I send: for your disposal. Very respectfully,
your most obedient humble servant,

« JOHN NICHOLSON,
¢« Com. Jobn Rodgers, U. §- frigate President.”

The British admiral Warren issued a procla-
mation- on the 16th November, declaring Long-"
Island Sound in a state of rigorous blockade.
This was an extension or explanation of a for-
mer proclamation of the 24th September, by
which the ports and harbors of New-York, Char-
leston, Port-Royal, Savannab, and the river Mis-
sisippi, were declaredin a state of stritt and rigor-
ous blockade. ; ‘

A proclamation was issued by the governor
of Vermont on the 10th November, 1815, the ob~
ject of which was to call home from the service
of the United States' a portion of the militia,
which had been then serving in the state of New-
York. Brigadier-general Davis repaired 'to the
army, and demanded a compliance with the or-
ders of his excellency ; but obedience was refused,
and the general was arrested. . - .

A reply to the proclamation was drawn gp at
Plattsburgh the 15th November; and directed' to
his excellency, signed by all the officers of the
Vermont militia then there. Thereply contain-
ed, among other matter," the following decided
and unequivocal expressions : o ‘

_ *“ We consider your proclamation as a gross insult
to the officers and seldiers in service, inasmuch: as it -

implies that they are so ignorant of their rights as. to
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‘belizve you have authority to command them in their
preseut situation, or so abandoned as to follow your
mnsidious advice. We cannot regard your proclama-
tion in any other light, than as an unwarrantable stretch
of executive authority, issued from the worst of mo-
tives, to effect the basest purposes. It is, in our o-
pinion, a renewed instance of that spirit of disevgani-
zation-and anarchy which is carried on by a faction,

" to overwhelm our country withruin and disgrace. We
cannot perceive what other object your excellency
could have in view than to embarrass the operations
of the army, to excite niutiny and sedition among the
soldiers, and to induce them to desert, that they
might forfeit the wages to which they are entitled
for their patriotic services.” :

- A most positive proof of that actual treason,
which lurked under the shade of an ill-timed op-
position to the measures of the general govern-
ment, was, soon afterward discovered, near New-
T.ondon, aswill be best explained by the follow-
ing commuication from commodore Decatur to
the secretary of the navy, dated at New-London,
December 20th, 1813.

« Somhe few nights since, the weather promised
an’ opportunity for this squadron to gét to sea, and
it was said on shore that we intended to make the
attempt. Iu the course of the evening two blue lights
were burnt on both the points at the harbor’s mouth,
as signals to the enemy, and there is not a doubt but
that they have by signals and otherwise, instantaneous
information of our movements. Great but unsuc-
cessful exertions have been made to detect those who
" ¢ommunicate with the enemy by signal. The editor
of the ew-London Gazctte, to alarm them, and in
hope to prevent the repetition of these signals, sta-
ted in that pewspaper, that they had been observed,
and ventured to denounce those who had made them
in animated and indignant terms..  The consequence
ir, that he has incurred the cxpress censure of some
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of his neighbours. Notwithstanding these signals
have been brepeated, and have been seen by twenty
persons at least in this squadron, there are men
in New-London who have the hardihood to affect
_to disbelieve it, and the effrontery to avow their dis-
belief” '

The U. S. frigate Congres:, capain Smith, ar-
rived at Portsmouth in December, after a cruise
of nearly eight months. During her c1_‘uise,. she
got sight of an enemy’s line of battle ship, with a
frigate in company. She capltp‘:ed and destroyed
one ship and one brig; and sént another eaptured
brig as a cartel to the West-Indies. Tt will be
recollected that the Congress sailed {rom Newport
in April, in company with the President, and
parted company the 8th Muay,

The hostile attitude of the Indians, and the bat-
tle with them at Vippacanoe, previousto the war,
excited alarm, and caused an inguiry into its
cause. A committee of congress, on that part of
the president’s message, which related to Indian
-affairs, turned their particular attention to the fol-
lowing inquiries ; *

¢ 1st. Whether any, and what agency the sub-
jects of the DBritish government may have had
in exciting the Indians on the western frontier,
to hostilities against the United States. ,

“2d. The evidence of such bostility, on the
part of the Indian tribes, prior o the late campaign
“on the Wabash, - ‘

“ 3d. The orders by which the campaign was
authorised and carried on”

The committee reported, that ¢ the évidence
-beforé them was o3 co clusive as the nature of the
-case can well be supposed to admit “of, that the
supply'ef Indian goods furnished at Fort Melden,
and distributed during the last year by the Brit-
ish agents in Upper Canada, to the Indian triles,
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were more abundant than usual; and it is dif-
cult to account for this exiracre ‘ inary lmexahtv
on any other ground than that of an intention to
attach the Indmno to the DBritish < a1, in the
event of a war with the United States)
 Additional presents,” continucd the commit-
tee, “ conmsisting of arms and ammunition, give
rrn at a time when thqe 15 evidence that the

Dritish were apprized of the hostile disposition
of the Indians, zccompanied with the speeche
adJrcsacJ to them, exciting disaffection, are of
too decisive a character to leave doubt on the
subject.”

The part which the Indians took in the war
between Great Britain and the United States,
was an additicnal and strong cvidence in support
of t'\e agerey, which the L‘;ltl“h government had
in the u.dy fhoutili ity of the savagces.

Seavedy was the Indian war with the north-
western tripes Lrought to a conclusion, than the
tomchovwk was ra sed cn th:z south-western bor-

m

der.

Th. s were u::;( ed into parties:
one host er friendly, to the United
Staies. r was Lhe stronger party; the
latter 1on, and were so be nt on

S A B

hosiility, ithat it was fovad impossitle to enforce
on the:a a neutral pohc} A departure from the
vsuzl forbearance of the United States gevern-
niont, to accent their services, was unavoidable;
and Lo proflered services of fricndly Indians
wore i

1
of an. u:’ler rom a Dritish genmal mn (umm, a
large quax of munitions of vmr were disivi-
bated by the Epanish governor of Punsuccla, a-
mong the hostile tribe’ of Indians, colonel Coi-
lier, wwith about 180 men, marched with a view
to intercept the Indians, on theii return, On the

' beon discovered that in ccnse gaence

i
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g7th July, 1813, on the cast side of Alabama,
and waters of Escambia, he {1l in with, and
gave battle to tuc Muscogecs. The fight was,
for a short time, well maintzinad on both sides.
At the moment when victory was abou: to declare
in fuovour of colonel Collier’s party, a junior of-
ficer, witacut authority, cried out ¢ retreat VIt
rassed throagh the whole line, and, nothtstm‘ld-
ine the exortions of colomel Collier, it was im-
possible to rally the militia: the enemy was left
master of the field. Colonel Collier lost 2 men
killed, and 10 wounded. The Indians acknow-
ledzod a loss of 6 killed, and several wounded. A
considerable part of the presents brought by the
Indians irom Pensacola tell into colonel Collier’s
bands.

Fort Mimms, on Tensaw, was unexpectedly
attacked on the 30th Aungust, by a large force of
Indians. The front gate lay.open, and the In-
dians were rushing through, when first perceived
by the garrison. The men, under command of
major Beasley, were quickly formed, and a part
of them contested a passage through the gate with
great bravery; the action .soon became general;
the port-holes were taken and retakeh several
times. A block-house was defended by ¢aptain
Jack and a few riflemen,; for an hour after a
‘part of it had been possessed by the enemy. A
galling fire was kept up . from the houses, until
the enemy gave fire to the roofs. The place was
no longer tenable. A retreat was attempted, un-
der dircction of captain Bailey of the militia, and
ensign Chambless, of the rifle company, but few
of the party were able to effect’it.  Major Beas-
ley fell winle defending the gate, at the com-
mencement of the action, which continued for
about six hours.—Ninety-two men, including of-
ficers, were killed; and many respectable ‘citi-
zens, with numerous families, who had abandon-
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ed “their farms for sccurity, were also killed or
burned in the houses into which they had fled,
“The loss of the enemy could not be ascertained,
but must bave been very considerable.

Captain Kennedy, who was sent, after the re-
treat of the Indians, to bury the dead, made a re-
port to General Claiborne, of which the fcllowing
1s-an exjract:

“ We collected and consigned to the earth two
HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN, including men, wo-
men and children.

“¢'The adjacent woods were strictly searched for
our countrymen, and in that pursuit we discover-
ed at least one hundred slaughtered Indians. They

- were covered with rails, brush, &c. We could
not be mistaken as to their being Indians, as they
were interred with their war-dress and implements
~—and although they have massacred a number cf

“our helpless wonien and children, it is, beyond
doubt, to them, a dear-bought victory.”

The massacre at Fort Mimms, was followed
by several other cruel murders in different pla-

- ces, '

The general government, having been inform-
ed of these transactions, made a requisition cn the
‘states of Tennessee and Georgia, for detachments
“of militia, to be sent against the hostile Indians of
the Creek nation. -

~ ‘the legislature of the state of Tennessee adopt-
ed a resolution, on the 27th September, in the

. following words :

ResoLvep, That the governor of this state be
and he is hereby required, forthwith to give imme-
diate inforntation to the executive of the United
States of the time when, and the placeé at which,
the 3,500 men will be prepared to obey the orders
of the general government, accompanied with a
request that the said troops be immediately receiv-
ed into the public service,”
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The legislature of Georgia gave authority to
the governor, to call out such portion of the mili-
tia, as he might deem necessary, for the security
-and protection of the frontier inhabitants; and
requiring that he call on the general government
for subsistence for the troops that might be thus
call=d out. This was, in effect, putting them at
the disposal of the general government.

The militia of the states of Georgia and Ten-
nessee, with the nearest regular troops, and other
corps from the Mississippi territory, were march-
-ed against the hostile savages., General Andrew
Jackson commanded the entire.

The first victory (for every battle, after this pe~
riod, was a victory,) is thas detaild by General
Jackson. , ‘

«3Ke have retaliated for the destruction of Fort
Mimms, On the ¢, I detached General Coffee
with a part of his brigace of cavalry and mounted
riflemen, to destroy Tallushatches, where a con-
siderable force of the hostile Creclzs weiv concen-
trated. The genceal executed . this in stile. VA
hundred and eigity siz ol the enemy were {ound
dead on the fick!, aud about 80 taken prisoners,
40 of whom have been brought here.. In the numn-
ber left, there s a sufficiency but slightly wounded,
to take care of those whe are badly,

“ I have to regret, that tive of my brave fellows
have been’ killed, and abcut 80 wounded; some
Ladly, but noue I hope mortally.

“ Both officers and men behaved with the ut-
tost bravery and deliberation. -~ ]

“ {apiains Smyth, Diradler, and Winston, are
wounded, all sliohitly. o oticer is killed.”

It appears, by General Cofive’s statement, dated
Camp at Fen-islunds of Coosa, November 4th,
‘that the Indians fought with a bravery that would
de them honour, had they been engaged in a just
cause, with an obstinacy, that would yield to no-
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thing but death, and with a contempt of danger,
truly characteristic of the savage.—The detach~
ment, under command of General Coffee, con-
sisted of 900, cavalry and mounted riflemen. Be-
ing arrived within one and a half miles of the
Tallushatches town, the detachment was divided
into two columns, the right composed of the
cavalry, under Colonel Allcorn; theleft composed
of mounted riflemen, under Colonel Cannon.
General Coffee marched with the riflemen; Colo-
nel Allcorn encircled cne half of the town, while
Colonel Cannon completed the circle, by closing
on the side opposite to Colonel Allcorn. 'When
within half a mile of the town, the drums of the
enemy beat, and the savage yells announced that
the enemy was prepared for battle. In about an
‘hour after sun-rise, Captain Hammond, and Lieu-
tenant Patterson’s companies went within the cir-
cle, and succeeded in drawing forth the enemy,
and commenced the battle, when they withdrew
before a violent charge from the Indians, until
they reached Colonel Allcorn’s column, when a
" general fire was opened cn the savages, who re-
treated, firing wntil they got around and into their
buildings. Here they fought as long as onc ex-
isted. No quarter was sought, and none, from
all appearance, would be accepted. The assault
by the troops was warm and courageous, rushing
up to the doors of the houses, as little intimidatcd
as if there was no enemy to cppose them. Ina
cenfiict of this nature, it was impossible to provide
against the destruction of a few of the squaws and
children. The number of the enemy killed must
have exceeded 200; 186 cof whom were found;
84 women and children ~were taken prisoners,
The loss of the militia consisted of 5 privates kil-
led: 4 captains, 2 kieutenants, 2 cornets, 3 ser-
geants, 5 corporals, 1 artificer, and 24 privates,
wounded. : '
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On the evening of the 7th November, an ex-
press arrived to General Jackson, with inform-g—
tion, that the hostile Creeks had encamped in
great force near Lashly’s fort, (Talladaga;) with
the apparent intenticn of attacking the friendly
Indians. The general immediately marched with
about 2000 men, against the enemy, and encamp-
cd that night within six miles of the fort. At#
o’clock, on the morning of the 8th, he continued
his march towards the enemy, who was encamped
within a quarter of a mile of the fort, to relieve
which, General Jackson had so expediticusly
moved. At sun-rise, the general was within half
a mile of the fort, when he moved forwards in or-
der of battle. The plan of attack was similar to
that which proved so successful on the 3d instant.
The enemy was to be enclosed in a circle.
The advanced guard sent forward to bring
on the engagement, succeeded in drawing forward
the savages toward the main body of the army.
On the arrival of the Indians, within a shiort dis-
tance of the main body of the army, a few com-
panies of the militia commenced u retreat; but
finding their place quickly supplicd by a body of
cavalry, who dismounted for the purpose, the
militia rallied, when a general fire from the front
line, and from that part of the wings which was
contiguous, was poured on the savages, who una-
ble to withstand or resist, retreated; but were met
at every turn, and repulsed in every direction.
Had it not been for the retreat of the militia, in
the early part of the action, this victery would
probably have been as complete as that of the 2d.
"T'he victory, however, was very decisive; 290 of
the enemy were left dead on the field; many more
were probably killed, who were not foutid; and
many, or most of those who escaped, must have
been wounded. Jackson was compelled to return
‘to his camp near the Ten-islands, having marched
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from thence without baggage, or other necessaries

-that could be dlspensed With, or might retard his
march. He lost, in the engagement, 17 killed,
and 86 wounded. The enemy exceeded 1000
warriors, A stand of colours, bearing the Spa-
nish cross, was taken from them.

On the 12tk Hovember, General White was de-
tached from Fort Armstrong, on the Coosa, with
-about 1100 mounted men, (including upwards of
300 Cherokee Indians,) for the purpose of atiack-

ing the Hillabee towns, on the west side of Tzlle-
poosa river. On the 17th, about 1 d'clock at
night, -the detochment mau.,ed within eight miles
of the upper town, recc ived inform atlc‘l hom one
of their spics, a half breed and son cf a My, Grag-
sot, v\ho had eonsidaiable property, and resided
i that place, that Lis family and property weuid
e st

crificed by the Indians on the next day, if
General VWhite did pot relieve him.  General
White, with alacrity, dismounted three hundied
of his troops, with part of the Indiaps, and mar-
ched to ‘,'*1';)113“ the town before day-light.  IZav-
ing large ciccks to wade, and the van l’.if.v ng to
ne time far the rear, which he  fullen be-
Lind some distance, the town was xl()t reached
until sun-vize on the 1&th, when the town wias
comnktc 7 surrounded, and the savage aneny re-
celved the first fire wii hout the least nciwee ¢i the
,Jpxoach. They fired several guns, Dbut we
rumfred bome upon them with loeded muckets,
and ch.ns,e of bayonets; and in 10 or 15 minutes
they held up a flag, and the firing censed.  An
indian town at Os kmt kee, consisting of 30 houses,
a town called Genalga, consisting ot 93 houses,
were burned by the troops in their march. The
great number, if not the whole of the Lostilz
Creeks, as scnﬁb]ed at the Hillabee town, conci:
ing of about 816, were either kitled or cantus

)

sty warriors ere killed on the spet. --uv,_~(a1
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White’s detachment had not a man killed or
wounded. ; ‘ : o

Gen. Floyd, with 950 of the Georgia militia,
and between 300 and 409 friendly Indians, pro-
ceeded to a town called ‘Auttossée, on the south-
ern bank of Talapoosee, about 18 miles from the
Hickory Ground, in erder to attack a large force
of hostile Indians, reported to be assembled at
that place. ¢ At balf an hour after six o’clock, i
the morning of the 29th November, the expedi-
tion reached the front of the town, and the men
were formed for action. At this timg;{_;}when the
army was about to execute a pre-concerted manceu-
vre, for the purpose of surrounding the enemy,
o second town was discovered about.500 yards be-
low that which was first discovered. This com-
pelled Gen. Floyd to adopt: a new manceuvre, by
dividing and disposing his force, so that both
towns might be attacked at once. This disposi-
tion being made, and the troops having advanced;
the battle commenced, and soon became general.
The Indians fought with their usual obstinacy and
desperation, but were soon compelled, by the su-
perior force of artillery, and a charge of bayonets,

- toretreat and take refuge in out-houses and copses
i the rear of the town. At nine o'clock, the
enemy was completely driven from the plain, and
the houses wrapped in flames. The militia being
60 miles from any depot of provisions, and but
little remaining, it was judged imprudent to con-
tinue in the heart of a country, surrounded by
hosts of savages. This place was, therefore, -
abandoned, and the troops commenced théir march
to Chatahouchie. ,

Au_ttossee was a favourite spot with the Indians,
and it is conjectured, that the force assembled
from several towns for its defence, must have been
very considerable. It is difficult to give a precise
account “of the loss of the enemy; but from the
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number which 'were lying scattered over'the field,
together with those de‘sti‘oyed in the towns, and
the many slain on the bank of the river, which re-
spectable officers affirm they saw lying in heaps
at the water’s edge, where they Lod been precipi-
tated by their surviving friends, their loss in kill-
ed, independent of th=ir wounded, must have
been at least 200, (among whom were the Auto-
see and Tallasee kings;) and from the circum-
stance of their rasking no efforts to molest the
treops, probably greater. The number of buil-
dings burnt, some ' of a superior order, for the
dwellings of savages, and filled with valuable ar-
ticles, is supposed to be 400. '

The number of the Americans killed and
vounded, as furnished by the hospital surgeon,
was—total killed, 11; total wounded, 54 ; among
whom was general Floyd, badly. o7

A detachment, under cemmand of gen. Clai-
borne, marched from Fort Claiborne, east bank of
the Alabama, on the 135th of December, against
the Indians residing on the Alabama, above the
mouth of the Cahaba. After a march of more
than 100 miles, principally through woods, with-
out a track to guide them, they came in sight of
a new town lately built by the Indians, on a ground
called “holy.” ~ This town was established as a
place of security for the inhabitants of sever-
al villages, and three of the prophets resided in it.
The place was then occupied by a large body of
‘the enemy, uuder the command of Wetherford,
a bold and sanguinary chief, who was onc of
those who commanded the Indians at the massa-
cre of the garrison and inhabitants at Fort Mims.
About noon, on the 23d December, the right co-
lumn of the army, composed of 12 months’ vo-
Junteers, commanded by col. Joseph Carson, came
in view of the town, asd was immediately ands
vigerously attacked by the encmy, who, being ap-
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prized of the approach of the troops,” had chosen
their field of action. Before the other troops or
friendly Indians could come generally into action,
the enemy were repulsed, and flying in all direc-
tions. Thirty of the cnemy were killed, and ma-
ny woundeds The loss to the army was one
killed, and six wounded. A pursnit was attempt-
ed, but found to be impracticable, owing to the
nature of the ground. ‘The town, consisting -of
200 houses, was burned, together with a large
quantity of provisions, and immense property of
various kinds, which the enemy could not carry
away. Thenext day was employed in destroy~
ing a town consisting of sixty houses, eight
miles higher up. the river.

Notwithstanding these repeated defeats, the sa-
vages scemed yet bent on war. Before day, on
the morning of the 27th January, a very large
body of Indians attacked the troops at Camp-De-
fiance, 48 miles west of Chatahouchie. The on-
set was desperate, and the surprise as complete as
possible. ‘In 20 minutes after firing on the sen-
tinels, the action became general, the enemy
pressing close upon the front, right and left flanks -
cof the army; but the savages were repelled at
every point. The enemy rushed nearly. to the
cannon’s mouth, and gained the rear of the pic-
quet guards, commanded by capt, Broadnax :
but the latter bravely cut their way through the
-savages, and joihéd the army, As soon as day
dawned, and objeets could be distinguished, 2
ch‘argb was ordered, and . the enemy fled before
the bayonet. The signal was given for the charge’
of the cavalry, who pursued and sabred 15 of the
encmy, who left 87 dead on the field.  From the
effiision of blood, and the number of head-dress-
es and war-clubs found in various directions, their-
logs miust bave been cousiderable. ” Ther loss of
the army, on this occasion, was 17 killed, and 152
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wouniled. Of the friendly Indiaus, 5 were killed,
and 15 wounded.

Gen. Jackson having received information at
his head-quarters, Fort Strother, from captain
M¢Alpin, who commanded at Fort Armstrong,
in the absence of col. Snodgrass, that 14 or
15 towns of the enemy, situated cn the waters of
the Tallapoosa, were about uniting their forces,
and attacking the fort, which was then in a fee-
ble state of defenice, the general resolved on an
excursion into the enemy’s country, further than
had been hitherto attempted. He accordingly
commenced his march on the 15th of January,
with 930 men, exclusive of Indians. On the 18th,
the army encamped at Talladega’ fort, where it
was joined by about 200 friendly Creek Indians,
and 65 Cherokees, MNere the general received a
letter from Colonel Snodgrass, who had returned
to Fort Armstrong, informing him that an at-
tack was . scon to be made on that fort, by
900 of the enemy. 1t was further understood
that the enemy was collecting in a bend of the
Tallapoosee, near the mouth of a creek called
Emuckfau, on an island below New Yorcan.

On the 20th at night, the army encamped at
a small Hillabee village, about 12 miles from
Emuckfau.  On the 21st, the army marched in a
direct line for the bend of the Tallapoosece. In
the afternoon, the army halted, and the general
determined to encamp for the night, that he might
have time to reconncitre, and make dispositions
for attack, if he were in the neighbourhood of a
large force, which, from appearances, he judged
to be the case. IHaving chosen an eligible scite,
the army encamped in a hollow square. Spies and
piquets were sent out, the sentinels doubled, and

- the necessary arrangements were made to resist
an -attack, if it should be attempted during
the night; or to make one, if the enemy ceuld Le



HISTORY OF THE WAR 193

feund at day-light the following morning. While
the army was in this state of readiness, the ene-
my, about six o’clock in the morning, commenced
a vigorous attack on the left flank, which was as
vigore{lsly met.- The action raged er ‘half an
“hour en theleft flank, and on the left of therear
of the army. The brave general- Coffer, with
colenel Sittler," the adjutant general, and colo-
nel Carroll, the inspector general, the moment the
firing commenced, mounted their horses and re-
paired to the line, encouraging and animating
the men to the performance of their duty. So
soon as it became light enough to pursue, the
left wing, -haying sustained -the heat of the ac-
tion, and being somewhst weakened, was rein-
forced by captain Fervil’s company of. infant-
ry, and was ordered and led en to the charge
by general Coffee,’ who was well supported by
colonel Higgins, - and the inspector general, and
by all the officers and privates who composed
that line. The enemy. was completely routed
at every point, and the friendly Indians. joins
ing in the pursuit, they were chased about twe
miles, with considerable slaughter. -

‘General Coffes, who was detached with 400
men to reconnoitre the enems’s encampment, re-
twrned with a view fo “bring wup the artillery,
which he deemed necessary to “the attack. . in:
halt' an  hour after his return, a considerable
farce of the enemy opened a fire on a party of
men who were then in search of Indians.  Ge-
deral Coffee, with only 54 men, a part of 200
who werve to have acted with him, commenced
an attack on the left flank: of the enemy ;' 200
friendly Indians were ordered at the same time
to attack the enemy’s right. . At this moment it
was discovered that the aftack of the enemy was
“but a feint, having intended; by drawing off the-
general’s attention from his left, to attack ST
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with success: in this the enemy was disappointed.
The whole line met the approach of the enemy
with astonishing intrepidity, and having charged,
forced the savages to retreat with precipitation.
They were pursued to a considerable distdnce,
and severely galled by a very destructive fire.

During this. transaction, general Coffee was
contending against a very superior force. As soon
as possible a reinforcement was sent to his aid,
which soon decided the contest in that quarter:
the enemy was charged, routed and pursued for
three miles. Nothing now remained but to de-
stroy an empty camp, which did not seem of
sufficient importance to delay a return to fort Stro-
ther, which was commenced on the following
morning.

On the 2ith, as the men were crosing the
Enotachopoc creck, an alarm pun anncunced the
advance of the enemy. General Jackson expected
en attack, and bad dispositions made to turn it to
the disadvantage of the enemy. The right and left
colums.of the army were directed to turn on their
pivots, recross. the creek above and below, and
£all on the enemy’s flanks and rear. 'The manceu-
vre, if executed, would probably prove as destruc~
tive to the enemy as any thing hitherto attempted ;
hnt, at the moment when a few guns were fired,
the right and left columns of the rear guard gave
way; the greater part of the centrecolamn follow-
.ed the disasterous example, leaving not more than
%5 men, who maintained their ground as long as
possible. There was then left to repulse the ene-
my, but the few who remained in the rear guard,
the artillery compary, ahd Captain Russcll’s com-
pany of spies. Amidst a most galling fire from
the enemy, this little band, not one-tenth of the
number opposed .to it, advanced to the attack.
The artillery and a few others gained thetop of a
hill, drawing up with them a six-pounder, when
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they poured’ on'the enemy seyereal discharges of
grape, then charged, repulsed,. and Eursued him
for two miles, leaving 26 of their warriors dead on
the field. The loss in these several engagements,
was 20 killed and 75 wounded. The loss of the
enemy could not be exactly ascertained; 189 of
their warriors were found dead; this undoubtedly
formed but a part of the killed; the wounded must
have been proportionably numerous. .

All the effects intended by this excursion, seem
to have been produced. If an attack was intend-
ed against Fort Armstrong, that was prevented ;
a diversion was made in favour of General Floyd,
who was on the cast side of the Tallapoosee; the
number of the enemy was lessened, and their con-
fidence in their leaders broken in on; the enemy’s
country wus explored, and a road cut through an
important part of it; and, on the whole, tended
to, and hastened the termination of Indian hosti-
lities, as much, if not more,’ than any -previous
expedition. ) »

Hitherto the enemy was engaged either in open
field, orin situations where he had little advantage®
from works of art, and not much from nature.
One situation remained to be assailed, where a
skilful display of art rendered a position naturally
strong, so seemingly impregnable, that it required
a gréat effort of conrage to approach it, a consu-
mate skill to direct the attack, and a persevering,
undaunted resclution, to prosecute it to success.

In the bend of the Tallapoosee, two miles be-
yond where General Jackson engaged the Indians
on the 922d January, the savages Tlad fixed on a
scite for erecting a fortification. Nature furnishedl
few places more <ligible for defence, and it was
tmproved by art, with a sKill not discovered before
in an Indian fortification. ' The. bend resembles,
In its curviture, a horse-shoe. Across the neck of
fand, which leads into it from the north, a breast-
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- work wag crected, of the greatest compactiness and
.strengihy from 5to 8 fect high, and propared with
- double rows of port-holes, very artfully airanged;
-an army cculd not approach i, withouvt being ex-
posed to a deuble and cross fire from the enemy,
who lay in poriect cecurity behind it.  General
Jacksen resolved on the attack of this inzportant
and doubly strong positicn. The Indian force
_amounted tc about, or upwards of 1060 warriors.
The army approached this forniiauble position on
the 27th Marcl, wenr encugh to prepare for the

attack., Goneral Coffee, with the mounted men,
and nearly the whole of the Indian force, crossed
tiie river about two miles below the encampment,
with a view to prevent the escape of the Indians;
the infantry advanced slowly along the point of
land which led to the front of the breastwork;
a six and a three pound cannon were pianted
on an eminence, at a distance of 150 or 200
vards from it. . A fire from rifles was directed
againgt the enemy, whenever he showed himself
beyonddee defences.  “When this fire was kept up
abour .wo hours, a party crcssed over in canoes,
and lived a few of the buildings, and then advanc-
ing boldly up to the breastwork, commenced a
fire on the enemy behind it. This proving insuf-
ficient to dislodge him, general Jackson resolved.
to take it by storm. The troops received the or-
der with acclamation, and advanced with an ar-
dent and zealous enthusiasm. ¢ Having maintain-
ed,” says general Jackson, in his letter to gov.
Blount, “tor afew minutes a very obstinate con-
test, muzzle to mruzzle, through the port-holes, in
which many of the enemy’s balls were welded to
the bayonets of our muskets, our troops succeeded
in gaining possession of the opposite side of the
works. ‘'Ihe event could no lgnger be doubtful.
The enemy, although many of them fought to the
last with that kind of bravery which desperation
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inspires, were at length routed and cut to pieces.
The whole margin of the river which sur-
rounded the peninsula, was strewed with the
slain.”  The fighting continued with some severity
about five hours, Five hundred and fifty seven of
the eneimy were left dead on the peninsula, and a.
great number were killed in attempting to cross
‘the river; it was supposed that not' more than 20
escaped; 250 women and childrea were taken
prisoners. General Jackson’s loss amounted to 43
white men killed, and 173 wounded; 23 friendly
Indians killed, and 47 wounded.

This battle broke down the spirits, as it mate-
rially reduced the remaining strength of the sava-
ges. Wetherford ‘surrendered himself to general
Jacksem.  Six or seven towns followed the exams-
pleof ihis chief. M¢Queen, . with 500 of his fol-
lowers, retiredto the Escambia river, near Pensa-
cola. Peace was quickly restored. The militia
were disbanded, and returned to their homes.

Wetherford, whose unconditicnal surrender has
been just mentioned, had been the most active and
sanguinary of all the Indian chiefs. He signalized
himself’ in several actions: ever present where
danger pressed, he was the constant advoecate
of murder and extermination. In a private
interview with general Jackson, he delivered the
tollowing speech : ‘ '

I fought at Fort Mimms—T fought the Georgian
army—I did you all the Injury I could—had I been
supported as I was promised, I would have done you
more. Butmy warriors are all killed—T can fight yon
no longer. 1 look back with sorrow, that I have
brought destruction on my nation. Iam now in your
power—do with me as you please. I am a soldier.”

'The barbarous complexion which the eney
gave to the war, was not confined to the employ-
ment of Indians. . We have already detailed bar-
barities in which Indians did not participate, Ma-~

. Ii‘ 2 Ld
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ny ethiers must remain nuntold; our limits will not
~admit a foll detail of this part of the subject. The
~treatment to-prisoners of war was not merely un~
waal; it was, in the last degree, cruel, unprece-
dented, barbarous, . The authenticated proofs,
congressional records, affidavits, &c. are shocking-
ly numerous. , ‘ '

The exercise,. by Britain, of a presumed right
to command, at all times, the services of native
subjects, gave rise to one of the causes of war, to
wit, the impressment of seamen out of neutral ves-
sels on the high seas. This principle, it was in-
tended, should govern the enemy in conducting
the war. ’

The crew of the United States’. brig Nautilus,
which had been captured in the early part of the
war, arrived at Boston in a cartel, the 11th Sep-
tember, 1812, except six men, who were put in
irons; and were, as lieutenant Crane understood,
to be tried for their lives as British subjects, found
in arms against their king. Commodore Rodgers,
on learming the circumstances, stopped a cartel
which had got under way for Halifax, and took out
twelve Englishmen as hostages for the six Ameri-
cans. .

“On-the 11th October, six of the crew of the
private armed ship Sarah-Ann, which was captur-
ed and sent into Nassau, were taken out of jail;
and sent to Jamaica, to be there tried. as British
subjects, found in arms against their king. It ap-
pears, that, on this occasion, the British officer
iell into a mistake, similar to those which had been
so commonly committed before the declaration of
war; - four of the persons thus detained were na-
tives of the United States: the others were Irish--
nen by birth, but had been naturalized citizens of
the United States. On the arrival of captain Moon
(lzte commander of the Saruh-Ann,) at Charles-
ton, 12 Englishmen, including a midshipman,
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were put in close confinement, as hostages
for the six men taken from captain Moon’s
crew.

By a letter from George S. Wise, purser- of the
United States’ sloop of war Wasp; to the secre-
tary of war, it appears that after the capture of
that vessel, by the British ship Poictiers, 12 of
the crew of the Wasp were detained by captain
"Beresford as British subjects.

That the enemy intended to deny to others
the exercise of rightsin the manner as claimed by
himself is evident from the circumstance of the
British admiral Warren having refused the lib-
eration of Thomas Dunn, a native of the United
States, because the said Dunn had been married
in England, and had been eight years in his ma-
jesty’s service. The application for his liberation
was made. by Mr. Mitchell, U. S. agent for the
exchange of prisoners at Halifax, at the particu-
lar request of the father of said Duun, then re-
siding at Boston. . '

Twenty-three of the prisoners, taken by the
enemy. at Queenstown, were sent to England to
be tried as British subjects, for appearing in
arms against their king. The United States’ gov-
ernment ordered 23 DBritish soldiers into close
confinement, as hostagces for the safety of those so
taken at Queenstown. . In retaliation, the British
government ordered 46 United States’ officers and
non-commissioned officers into close and rigorous
cofifinement, -
~ 'Fhe ‘system of retaliation, after this circum-
stance, bore a very serious aspect, and threatened
to be as extensive as prispners on either side were
numerous.

The secretary of state transmitted to congress
con the 16th April, 1814, a very important report
on the subject matter which led to the practice
of retaliation, in which it is stated, that the Bri-
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tish government, among other pretexts for not
discharging citizens of the United States impress-
ed into their service, alleged that they 'were na-
tives of Prussia, Sweden, &c. thus evincing that
the recovery of their own native subjects was not
the sole motive of impressment.—The, secretary
farther reported,

¢ That all the nations of Europe naturalize fo-
reigners. N

¢ That they all employ in their service the
subjects of each other, and frequently against their -
native countries, even when not regularly natural-
ized. :
¢ That although examples may be found of the
punishment of their native subjects taken in arms
against them, the examples are few, and have
either been marked by peculiar circomstances
taking them out of the controverted principle,
or have proceeded from the passions or policy of
the ocecasion. Even in prosccutions and convic-
tions having the latter origin, the final act of
punishment has, with little exception, been pre-
vented by a sense of equity and dread of retalia-
tion. It is confidently believed that no instance
can be found in which the alleged purposes of
the enemy against - the twenty-three prisoners in
question, under all the circamstances which belong -
to their case, even though any of them may not
have been regularly naturalized, are countenanced
" by the proceedings of any European nation.”

A publication, of which the following is a
copy, appeared from the navy department of the
United States the 28th July, 1814, and was un-
derstood to be a relinquishment of the system of
retaliation, on the part of England and of the
United “States; the 23 American soldiers sent to
England, and all other Americans held by the
enemy as hostages, having been restored to-the
state of ordinary prisoners,
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¢ All officers, seamen and marines of the United
States’ navy, captured by the troops or vessels, within
the command of sir George Prevost, prior to the 15th

day of April last, Lave been duly exchanged, and de-

clared competent to serve against the enemy. They
will therefure immediately report themselves to the
commanding naval officer of the station on which they
are or may arrive.” -

The time when the armies must be in winter

- quarters, and the officers less engaged than they

would Dbe at another season, was chosen for the -
trial of general Hull. A general court-martial
assembled for that purpose at Albany, the 5th
January, 1814, and proeeeded in the trial, from
time to time, until the 8th March.

Three charges were presented against him, to
wit, treason against the United States; cowardice;
and neglect of duty and unofficer-like conduct;
to all which he pleaded not guilty.

The general, having protested against the com-
petency of the court to try the first charge; the
court declined makinganyformaldecision.on it; but
yet gave an opinion that nothing appeared to them
which could justify the charge.

The court acquitted him of that part of the
third specification which charges him with hav-
ing ¢ forbidden the American artillery to fire on
the enemy, on their march towards the said Fort
Detroit,” and found him guilty of the first, se-
cond part of the third, and the fourth specifica-
tions.

On the third charge the court found the ac-
cused guilty of neglect of duty, in omitting sea-
sonably to Inspect, train, exercise, and order the
troops under his command, or cause them to be
done. They also found him guilty of part of the
fourth and fifth specifications, and the whole of
the sixth and seventh; and acquitted him of the
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second and third, and part of the fourth and fifth
specifications. e

The court sentenced “ the said brigadier-gen-
eral William Hull to be shot to death, two thirds
of the court concurring in the sentence; but, in
consideration of his revolutionary services, and
his advanced age, recommended him to the mer-
cy of the president of the United States.” :

The president of the United States approv-
ed the sentence, remitted the execution, and order-

_ed the name of general Hall to be erased from the

list of the army.

The general, in an address to the people .of
the United States, appealed to their decision a-
gainst the verdict and sentence of the court, de-
claring hims:lf innocent, notwithstanding the ver-
dict, and charging the government with perseca-
tion and injustice to himself. '

A circumstance of great interest, -and which
might have a great efiect on the war between
Great Britain and the United States, occuarred
in March, 1814. On the 31st of that month, the
allied armies of Austria, Prussia, and Russia,
headed by their respective sovereigns, triumph-
antly entered the Irench capital, overthrew the
Bonapartean dynasty, sent its chiel into exile,
and replaced Louis X VIII. on the throne of his an-
cestors. - ' ) .

Hitherto the power of England was divided
between making war on France and the United
States of America; it was to be now entirely
turned against the latter, at least so .he British
editors threatened. Indeed America would cer-
tainly be punished, overthrown, re-subjugated,
and enslaved, if the editors’ lead could be form-
ed'into balls instead of types, and these pressed
into cannon, instead of being pressed on paper.

The new situation of affairs in Europe created
much alarm, but no despondency in Americs,
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The citizens saw the approach of a terrible con-
flict, but they resolved to meet it. The legions,
which gained the character of ¢ invincible,” in
Spain, gPortugal, and France, were to be vomit-
ed on the shores of America; the thousand ships
of Britain were to blockade the coast; British tars
without number were to cover the lakes; and these
myriads, by sea and by land, were to be directed
by those commanders who swept the Iuropean
navies from the ocean, and outrivaled the best
generals of the first wairior in' the world.  Yet,
notwithstanding these exterminating threats and
gloomy prospects, America was destined to pre-
serve hér independence and honor; and to gather
more Jaurels in 1814, than she did in any former
year of this war..

A small quantity of stoves, intended for the
use of the army and fleet at Sackett’s Harbor,
were deposited at Fort Oswego; and a consider-
able quantity at- the Falls, 10 miles in the rear
of the fort. The enemy prepared an expedition
to seize both. Lieutenant colonel Mitchell, of the
ariillery, arrived at Oswege on the 80th April,
18145 for the protection of that place, which he
founc in a very bad state of defence. Of cannon
there were but five guns, 3 of which had lost their
trunnions. What could be done in the way of
repair, was effected; new platforms were laid,
the gun-carriages put in order, and decayed pick-
ets re-placed.” At day-light, on the morning of
the 5th May, a Dritish naval force of 4 ships, 3
brigs, and a number of gun and other boats,
were discovered at about 7 miles from the fort.
The force at the fort consisted of 290 effectives..
These were too few for the purpose of defence,
It became necessary to disguise this weakness,
and to keep the entirve in-one-place; for this pur-
pose, the tents were pitched on one side of the
river, and the men were all ordered to the other.
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At one oclock 15 }arrre barrreq, crowded with
men, moved towards the side opposite that ort
which the tents were pitched, and where there
appeared the least show of resistance. These
were preceded by gun-boats, to. cover the land-
ing. As soon us the boats got within the range
of “shot, a very successtul fire was opened from
the shore-battery, which compelled them to re-
tire twice, when they stood ()ff; and returned to
their ships. Some boats, which had been desert-
ed, were taken up by the militia, one of the
boats was 60 feet long, and could accommodate
150 men.

At day-break, on the 6th, the fleet again ap-
proached the fert. The Wolte, and other ves-
sels, kept up a fire for three liours against the
fort and batteries.  Colonel Muchel] finding
that the enemy had landed about 2000 men, with-
drew his small force into the rear of the fort, and
with two companics, (Romayne and Melvin’s) met
their advancing columns, while the other com-
panies enoacrcd the flanks of the enemy.— With
the aid of hcutenzmt Picrce, of the navy, and
some seamen, the little American band maintained
its ground- for balf an hour. Colonel Mitchell
then marched his force, but not plet’lpltate’ ly, to
the falls, destreying the bridges in his rear. "the
enemy,. although’ commanded by general Drum-
mond, and commodore Yeo, did not think proper
to pursue the colonel. They burned the old bar-
racks, and evacuated the fort about three o’clock
in the morning of the 7th.

The American loss zmounted to 6 killed, 38
wounded, and 25 missing—total 69. Deserto &
from the enemy stated his loss to be 70 killed,
165 wounded, drowned and missing—total 235.
Eight pieceés of cannon, and some :’tores, wor th

about cne hundred doliars, fell into the enemy’s
hands.
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“On no occasion did the Americans deserve bet-
ter of their country; at no time before did the
enemy buy victory with less advantage to him-
self, or at a dearer price. The companics under
command of colonel Mitchell, consisted of Boyle’s,
Romayne’s, M¢Intire’s, and Pierce’s, heavy ar-
tillery, and a few seamen; in all, less than 300
men. Twice they repulsed, and for pearly two
days maintained a coutest against seven times their
number, and finally succeeded in preserving the
stores at the falls, the loss of which would ma-
terially impede the operations'of the army and
navy. The enemy carried off 60 of the unarmed
inhabitants of the village, who were stated in the
British report as so many prisoners.

On the 30th May, captain Woolsey of the navy,
being on his return from Oswego, with 18 boats.
carrying a number of cannon, and a quantity of
rigging for the new vessels at Sackett’s IHarbor,
put into Sandy Creek, about 16 miles from the
Harbor. Tearing an attack from the encmy,
major Apling was placed, with 120 riflemen, and
a tew of the Oneida Indians, in the woods, ¢n
each side of the creek; a few raw militia were
sent forward to make a” show of resistance, * Tha
plan succeeded ; the miilitia, on the frst

frst fire from”

the enemy, retreated in apparent comfusion, aud
were pursued until the entire passed the rifleien
and Indians, who were 1n ambush. The enemy
was attacked in the rear, while a battery of 4 fiokd
pieces opened on him in front. Ihe contest was
not of long duration. After ten minutes fighting,
thie enemiy surrendered.  The encmy lost 2 post
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captains, 4 licutenants of the royal navy, pris
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2 gun-boats and 5 barges were taken. Only
one of the American army was wounded. '

On the 15th May, the enemy landed several
hundred men at Pultneyville, (which is on the
margin of Lake Ontario,) and tcok poessession of
100 barrels damaged flour, which were in a store
close by the lake. General Swift, on hearing of
the advance of the enemy, rcached Pultneyville
with about 180 volunteers and militia; but,
deeming this force too small to oppose a numer-
ous enemy, within the range of the guus of his
fieet, he did not dispute the possession of the
damaged flour: but finding the enemy procecd-
ing to other depredations, Ee corumenced a fire
on him from an adjacent wood, which wounded
several, and compelled him to re-embark, when
a cannonade commenced from the flcet on the
town, without doing material injury.. A large
quantity of flour was deposited about a mile
from th= town, which the enemy chose to forego
the plunder of,. rather than trust himself in the
woods with general Swift and his riflemen. .

In this month, coicnel Campbell, (19th infant-
ry,) with a detachment of 5 or 600 mien, and
some seamen acting as artillerists, crossed from
. Erie to Long poiut.  About 50 Briti-h dra-
goens, stationed there as an cui-post, and guard
to public stores, made their escape. The milis
employed in manufacturing flour for the enemy,
and some houses occupied as stores, were burn-
ed; when the party returned, without losing
a man.

The following transuction with the enemy’s
“fleet on lake Champlain, will be best explaimed
by giving the following extract of a letter from
major—geneml Izard, commianding the first, or
division of the right, dated at his hcad-quar-
ters, May 17th: '

« On receiving notice of the enemy’s proceeding
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up the lake on the 13th inst. a detachment of light
artillery, under the command of Capt. Thornton, of
that corps, was dispatched in waggons from DBurling-
ton to Vergennes, where they nianned the battery at
the mouth of Otter creek. At day-break, on the
14th,. the enemy attacked with his whole force, and
after a severe cannonade of two hours and a half]
during which they suffered very considerably, they
withdrew to repair damages. - Yesterday thgyde-_
parted this place, having some of their vessels in tow,
and are gone to their own ports, 'Two of their gal.
leys are said to be missing. No damage was done
on our side, except dismouniing one gun in the
battery, by which two men wcre slightly wound-
ed.” . N i .

The Chesapeake bay was likely, and proved,
to continue o theatre of the enemy’s depreda-
tions. A number of boats,: carrying heavy me-
tal, were constructed in WMarch, 1814, on the
eastern shore of Maryland, for the protection
of the bay, and the command of them.given to
that intrepid officer, commodore Barney. - This
flotilla proved a great annoyance to theienery,
was an object of his constant attention, and was-
finally destroyed, as will be hereafter particularly
detailed. ' teoe f

The enemy had a skirmish on ‘the 25th May,
with the Accomack militia, which: refiected: the
highest honour on the latter. Between 6:and 7
o’clock in the morning, the enemy entered. the:
Pamgoteaque creek. - They were at'first most.
gallantly met by 2d. lieutenant Underhill, of :the’
artillery, and 6 or 7 men, who' stood the fire -
of their 18 pounders, grape, musketry and Con-
%eve rockets, thens within 60 yards, when lieut,-

nderhill; ' finding all further resistance total-
ly useless;. and not having a sufficient force to-
" remove .the “artillery, caused it to be spiked,
and retreated. - The piece fell into the hands of
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‘the enemy, who alyo destroyed = scme trifling
buildings, which had been occupied as barracks.
Finding no. resistance from the paint ‘which
‘]ieutexmnt Underbill had occupied, they ¢oni-
menced their landing, and in afew minnteshad
from 450 to 500 men, 200 of whom were negrocs,
all well armed, formed, and advancing frem the
shore, the negroes in front. From the place
of their landing, they marched about three quar-
ters of a mile into the country, where they
were met by a party of militia, not more than
256 in number. This little band stood for two
hours the whole force of the enemy. At this
time the militia began to collect, which the
enemy perceiving, retreated to his ships, and thus
escaped being either killed or taken priscners.
During their stay on shore, the enemy committed
several petty robberics and shameful excesses, car-
rying away bacon, poultry, &ec. ,

-Commodore Barney got under way on the 1st
June, with his flotilla, in the Patuxent, with the in-
ention to engage or chase away the enemy. On ap-
proaching them, he discovered two schooners
one a full rizged, showing nine portson a side.
When off St. Jerome's, he discovered a large
ship under way, and that she had despatched
a-number of -boats to the aid of the schooncrs.
The wind having veered so as to prove un-
favourable to-the flotilla, the commodore made
signal for the Patuxent, and was followed by a
74, three schooners, and seven barges. After
doubling round Cedar point, in the mouth of
the river, he found that gun-boat No. 137 was
50 far astern, that she must be taken, or saved
by an engagement. The commodore brought
the Scorpion, and gun-boat No. 188, to anchor,
sent men on board the boat 1387, to row and:
tow her in, and signaled his other vessels to
return and join him, The Scorpion, and boat
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138, opened a fire on a large schooner, al?d a
number of barges, which had got ahead of the
boat 137. The cemmodore’s barges, at this
time, had returned, and rowing down on the
enemy, gave them a number of shots, and the}l.
returned into port with all the flotilla.  This
bold exploit did great honour to Barney and
his crews. :

The enemy landed at Cedar point, in the
evening of the 4th June, and carried off several
negroes, and considerable stock, from the planta-
tion of Mr. Sewal. ‘

The enemy’s squadron being reinforced by a
razee and a sloop of war, the commodore moved
his flotilla up to the mouth of St. Leonard’s
creck. At 5, P. B the 8th June, he perceiv
ed a ship, a brig, 2 schooners, and 15 barges,
coming up the Patuxent, whereupen the commo-
dore moved his flotilla about two miles up the
creck, and there moored them in line abreast a-
eross the channel, and prepared for action. At
8, A. ii. the enemy's barges came up the creek,
the ships, &c. were anchored at the mouth of
the creek; a rocket barge was advanced cn the
flotilla. At this time, the commodore got his
barges (18 in number) under way, leaving the
Scorpion and gun-boats at anchor, and rowed
down: upon the enemy, when they precipitately
satlled and rowed off, with all their means: The
commodore pursued them until near their ship-
ping, when his barges were brought back to their
moorings. . In the afiernoon, the enemy came
up the creek again, threw some rockets, and were
again pursued and driven out of the creek by the
flotilla. - : :

The situation of cémmoedore Barney and his flo--
tilla m St. Leonard’s creek, was really uopleasant
and. critical. He was, however, relieved by abold.

S 2
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and- successful attack on the enemy, on the
morning of the 26th June.

The following_is a copy of commodore Bar-
ney’s report to the secretary of the navy :

Str,

This moruning, at 4, A M. a combinéd attack of
the artillery, irarine corps and flotilla, was.made up-
on tle enemy's two frigates at the mouth of the
creck. After two hiours’ engagement, they got under
way and made sail down the river. They are now
warping round point Patience, and I am moving up
the Patuxent with my flotilla. My loss is acting
midshipman Asquith, killed, and ten others, killed
and wounded. . ‘

With respect, &ec. |
JOSHUA BARNEY.

In June, theenemy landed about 400 men, and
burned the tobacco warehouses at Lower Marlbo-
rough, and . Magruder’s ferry, and also Cole’s
warehouse. It is inpossible, in our present limits,
to detail every petty and wanten act of ‘an un-
principled and mean enemy; where he could’ re-
move the plundered property, he ' removed it
what hé could not remove, he destroyed. In Cal-
vert, near Liower Marlborough, they forced a-
way with them'some negroes, also tock some cattle
and poultry. ' ‘ '

A persofi who repaired to the scene of de-
predation after the enemy had retired, wrote to
his friend in Baltimore,—¢ It would have dis-
‘tressed you to see the tobacco at Magruder’s,
“burning, as I did, this evening. Eleven hundred
hogsheads, ngarly all- consumed, and about four
~hundred at Lower Mariborough, where they
took a schooner, (captain David’s) and loaded
her.”

The enemy performed one exploit, which;, if
not tarnished by the barbarous use he made'of
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conquest, would have left him one instance of
victory, not petty. ‘ )

The enemy appeared in great force in the
Chesapeake, about the middle of August, 1814.
More than 50 of his vessels entered the Patux-
ent, and landed about 5000 troops and marines,
chiefly about Benedict,’ 40 miles south east of the
city of Washington. The force at the disposal
of general Winder, who had been appointed to
the command ‘of this district, was unfortunately
inadequate to defend the city, and it fell into the
power of the enemy. The entire force of every
description which could be collected to oppose
the enemy, did not exceed 5000 men; these,

“however, would have been sufficient for the pur-
pose, had they all acted with equal firmness.
Of these, several hundreds arrived after the bat-
tle commenced, and many after the retreat had
been ordered. The force actually engaged was:
less than 2000. o ‘ S
~ On the 20th, colonel Munroe, who proceeded
the previous day with colonel Thorntonw’s. troop
of horse, to reconnoitre the enemy, reported that
he had landed in force. Captains Caldwell and
Tilghman, with their commands of ¢avalry, were
sent in the afternoon of this day to annoy the ene-
my in his advance, and remove such supplies of pro-
visions as lay in hisroute. Oa the 22d, the British
flankers approached the wood-yard, 12 miles from
the city, where general Winder, with his main bo-
dy, was posted.  The line of battle was formed by
the American troops, but the enemy filed 6ff to
the left. At 9 o’clock, Commodore Barney caused
‘his flotilla to be destroyed, and he procecded
with his-men to take post in front of the e-
nemy. , .

On the evening of the 23d, general Windeér’s
head quarters were at Battalion Fields, within 8
miles of the city, and a short distance from Bla-
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densburg. At 1 o'clock, on the 24th, the army
was posted on the right of Bladensburg, about
half a mile distant from the village. Theartillery,
from [altimore, supported by major Pinkney’s
rifle battalion, and a part of captain Doughty’s,
from the navy-yard, werein advance, to com-
mand the pass of the bridge at Bladensburg.
Soon after 1 o’clock, the enemy appeared, advan-
cing toward the bridge over the eastern branch.
When they reached the bridge, which they did in-
solid coluwmn, the artillery opened a warm fire on
them, and the rcflemen, and a regiment of mili-
tia, were soon engaged. Before 2 o’clock, the
enemy advanced so close on the Baltimore volun-
teers, as to force them to retreat, bringing with
them their artillery and arms, except one picce,
which was lost by the unruliness of the horses.
The retreat was not the effect of cowardice, for
no men could behave with' more honour to them-
selves, While they fought, they made a galling
impression on the enemy, and when forced, to
yield before numbers vastly superior, they would,
no doubt, have yet sought a place from which to
triumph in a contest so handsomely began, but
they were not properly supported. T'he right and
centre of Stanbury’s brigade, consisting ot Lieu-
tenant Colonel Ragan and Shuler’s regiments,
generally gave way, and fled ia disorder, nor could
they be rallied with the exception of about 40 men,
and a part of ciptain Shower’s company, both of
whom, even thus deserted, made a gallant but
ineffectual stand. Colonel Ragan, ia his great
efforts to rally his men, was wounded, and taken

visoner., ‘The 5th Baltimore regiment, under
Ee‘ﬁt’enant colonel Sterrett, being the left of gene-
ral Stansbury’s brigade, still ‘stood their ground,
and, except for a moment,” when a part of them
recoiled ‘& few steps, remained firm until ordered
to retreat. ‘
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_ The reserve, under general Smyth, of the
District of Columbia, with the militia of the city
of Georgetown, with the regulars, and some de-
tachments of Marviand militia, flanked on their
right by Com. Barney and his men, and Colonel
Beal, maintained the contest with great eflect,
until overpowered by numbers. Ba}‘xl?y and his.
gallant men had just gained the ground from a sta-
tion near the navy yard, and opencd from three
18 pounders, a fire, which, for the time it lasted,_
and considering the means, was perhaps the most
destructive and active that has cver been experien-
ced. The brave Barney fell, severely wounded, in-
to the hands of the enemy. His men fought, un-
der his orders, until the enemy reached neariy to
the muzzles of the guns; nor did they retire, un-
til ordered to do so, after every hope of victory
‘vanished. The enemy treated the Commodore
with that courtesy and attention, which his splen-
did merit could not fail to inspire.

The battle being now over, after continuing
more than an hour., General Ross, who com~
manded the land force, and Admiral Cockburn,
who commanded the seamen and marines, entered’
the city with a part of their forces. And now be-’
gan a scene, which, in the opinicn even of a sa-,
vage, would disgrace the characters while living,
and, after death, consign to eternal infamy, the"
names of these two commanders. Never will bar-
barism and the fate of Washington be coupled in
history, without being accompanied by the names
of, Ross and Cockburn. The destruction of pri-
vate property would be in character with the con-
duct which disgraced the British arms in the Che-
sapeake and elsewhere. The triumphant entry
of the marauders into the capital of an infant re-
public, gave. them an opportunity of proving the
respect in which they held the arts, sciences, and
literature, *  They,” ‘to use the words of President
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Madison’s proclamation, ¢ wantonly destroyed the
public edifices, having no relation in their struc-
ture to operations of war, nor used at any time for
military anncyance; some of these edifices being
also costly monuments of taste and of the arts,
and others, depositories of the public archicves, not
only yprecious to the nation, as the memorials of
its origin, and its early transactions, but inte-
resting to all nations, ws contributions to the gene-
ra! stuck of historical instruction and political sci-
ence.”  With the public buildings, the national
library was destroyed.  Cockburn attended in per-
son, to the destruction of the printing materials,
in the office of the National Intelligenicer. A few
private buildings were burned. 'The navy-yard,
with all its shiyping and stores, including a new
frigute and a sloop of war, were destroyed, pre-
vious to its occupation by the enewiy.  The Bri-
tish army retived in the nizht of the 25th, in pru-
dent huwiry, and with studied silence, leaving se-
veral of their wounded behind, and some of their
dead unburicd.  The Awerican loss was stated by
General Winder, to be between 86 and 40 killed,
from 50 to 60 weunded, and about 120 taken pri-
soncrs.  “ From the best intelligence,” says the
gencral, “there remains but little doubt, that the
enemy lost, at least, 406 killed and wounded, and
of these a very unusual portion killed.”

Fort Warburion having been deserted by the
United States’ troops, commanded by Captain
Dyson, and cousequently destroyed by the enemy,
the latter advanced towards Alexandria, the civil
authority of which, submitted to the most dis-
graceful terms of capitulation, by which the city
was given up to plunder. The enemy carried off
14 vessels, laden with fiour, tobacco, cotton, gro-
ceries, and a variety of goods, taken from the
private stores.

A series of the most during exertions were made
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by Commodore Rodgers, Porter and Perry, with
their scamen, and some of the Virginia militia, -
to prevent the escape of the enemy with his booty,
but he got off, with some loss, taking the plunder
‘with him. Terms, similar to those accepted by
Alexandria, were offered to Georgetown, which
the latter indignantly rejected, and escaped being
plundered.

The enemy attempted to justify his predatory
warfare in the Chesapeake, and elsewhere, by pro-
fessing, that he acted in retaliation of excesses,
said, by him, to have been committed by tie ar-
mies of the United States, in Canada.—Nothing,
however, could be farther from truth. The con-
duct of the republican armies could, by no fair
constraction, justify the barbarities of the enemy,
and it was well known, that the robberies and des-
truction of private propérty and buildings, parti-
cularly in the vicinity of the Cliesapeake, and its
tributary streams, had, in many instances, preced-
ed those said to have been committed by the
Americans,

The enemy, probably emboldened by his sue-
cess at Washington, projected a descent on, and
of course, the piundering and burning the city of
Baltimore. "The movements of the enemy having
led to a suspicion of his design, General Samuel
Smyth, the revolutionary hero and defender of
Mud-fort, made some early dispesitions to repel an
invasion, if such should be attempted.

General Striker was detached, on the evening
of the 11th September, with a portion of his bri-

;gade on the North-point-road.  Major Rendal, of
the Baltimore county wilitia, having under his
command, a light corps of riflemen, and muske-
try, token from General Stavsbury’s brigade, and
the Pengylvania volunteers, was detached to the
mouth of Bear ercek\with orders to ‘co-operate
with General Striker, and to check any landing
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which the enemy might attempt in that quarter.
On Monday, the I2th, the enemmy landed be-
tween 8000 and 9000 men, at North-point, 14
miles from Baltimore, the land force under com-
mand of General Ross, the seamen under Admi-
ral Cockburn. General Striker had, that morn-
ing, taken a good position at the junction of the
roads, leading from Baltimore to the North-point,
having his right flanked by the Bear-creek, and
his left by a marsh. Here he waited the approach
of the enemy, having sent on an advance corps,
under the command of Major Heath, of the 5th
regiment. ¢ 'This advance,” says General Smyth,

‘in his report, “met the enemy, and after some

skirmishing, it returned to the line, the main bo-
dy of the enemy being at a short distance in the
vear of their advance. DBetween 2 and 3 o’clock,
tie enemy’s whole force came up and commenced
the battle, by some discharges of rockets, which
were succeeded by the cannon from both sides,
and soon after the action became general along the
line. General Striker gallantly maintained his
ground against a great superiority of numbers,
during the space of an hour and twenty minutes,

~when the regiinent on his left (the 51st) giving

way, he was under the necessity of retiring to the
ground in his rear, where he had stationed one
regiment as a reserve. e here formed his bri-
gade: but the enemy not thinking it advisable to
pursue, he, in compliance with arrangements,
fell back and tock post on the left of my entrench-
ruents, and half 2 mile in advance of them.”

The following extracts, from General Smyth’s
report, will best explain the further movements of
the respective arinies.

« About the time General Striker had taken the
sroungd just mentioned, he w.sjoined by Brig. Gen.
%)Vinder, who had been stationed on tlie west side of
the city, but was ncw ordered to march with Gen,
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TDouglas’ brigade of . Virginia militia, and the
United States’ dragoons, under Captam Bird, and .
take post on the left of General Striker.” Duung
these movements, thé brigades of General Stang«
Lury and TForeman, the seamen ‘and marines un-
der Comnaodme I»omre1 s, the Pennsylyania’ vol->
unteers under (mlonels Cobean and Fmdley, the
Baltimore ar tillery under Colonel Harris, ‘and the
maritime artillery under Captain Stiles, manned
" the trenches and: the batteries—all prepared to re-
" ceive the enemy.. We 1emarkd in this situation
during the-nignt, =
~«On Tuesday, the enemy appemed in front of
my entrenchments, at the distence of two iles,
on the Phxladelphla road, from whence he had a
full view of our position, He manceuvred during
théniorning towards our left, as i vufh the: inten-’
tion of makmg a circuitous march, and “coming
~down_ on the Harford or York’ roads. Genérals
Winder-and Striker. were, cordered to ‘adapt thejr,
movement to those of the enemy, o as to'baffe
‘this supposed intention. ~ They executed this ofder
with - great skill and. judgment, by taking an-ad-
vantaueom position, . stretchlrm from my left, across
the country ‘when the enemy was likely to- ap-
‘proach’ the quarter he seeted to threaten. “This
‘movement-induced the eneiny to cciicentrate Iis
forces thetween one and two. o clock,) in nixy front,
\pushmg his advance to within a wile of us, driving
in-our. videttes, and showmg,ma.l intention of at-
tacking us that evening. I immediately drew Geus.
Winder and Striker ‘nearer to the lett of my en-
trenchiments, and to the rloht of ‘the enemy, with
the’ mtenuon of their. falulw on his right or rear,
should heattack me: er, it he declined it, of at«
tacking. him-in the motning. T'o this' movement,
and to the' strength of my defcnce, which the ene-
my had the fairest opportunity of observing, I am
hmuced to: attribute his retreat, which was COolt=

T
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menced at half past one o’clock on Wednesday

morning. ¥n this he was so favoured by the extreme

darkness, and a continued rain, that we did not
discover it until day-light.

“¢I have now the pleasure of calling your attention
to the brave commander of Fort M‘Henry, Major
Armstead, and to the operations confined to that
quarter. 'The enemy made his approach by water
at the' same time that his army was advancing on
the land, and commenced & discharge of bembs and
rockets at the fort, as soon as he got within range
of it. 'The situation of Major Armstead was pecu-
liarly trying—the cnemy, having taken his posi-
tion at such a distance, as to render offénsive opera-
tions on the part of the fort entirely fruitless, whilst
their bombs and rockets were every roment fall-
ing in and about it-—the officers and men, at the
saimie time, entirely exposed. The vessels, how-
ever, had the temerity to approach scmewhat near-
er—they were as soon compelled to withdraw.
During the night, whilst the enemy on land was
retreating, and- whilst the bombardment was most
severe, two or three rocket vessels and barges suc-
ceeded in getting vp the Ferry Branch, but they
were soon compelled to retire, by the forts in that
quarter, commanded by Lieuttnant Newcowb, of
the navy, and Lieutenant Webster, of the flotilla.
These forts also destroyed cne of the barges,
with all on beard. “The barges and battery at the
Lazaretto, under the command of Lieut. Rutter,
of the flotilla, kept up o brick, and it is believed,
a successful fire, during the hottest pericd ‘of the
bombardment.” : )

It was impossible fer veteran, cr the most expe-
rienced troops, to act with more firm diccipline,
or cool courage, than the citizens of Ealtiniore,
and the troops engaged, did on this occasion, with
the exception zalrcady mentioned. A pursuit of
the enemy was attempted, without, however doing
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him much injury. ~ The troops were so exhausted,
with thrée days and nights fatigue, that they could
do little more than pick up a few stragglers. A
Line of defences thrown up by the Americans from
Back River to Humphries’ Creek, on the Pataps-
co, were used by the enemy to protect his embark-
ation. ' - .
As 2 measure necessary to the taking of, Balti-
more, Admiral Cockburn'sent, what he relied on.
as a competent force to take Fort M¢Henry, situa-
ted on a point of land about two miles from the
city. The enemy’s vessels were ranged on. the
12thy at a respectable distance, in front of" the
works. At an early hour, onthe 12th, six bombs,
and some rocket vessels, commenced the attack,.
but at such a distance as to have little effect. A
vast many very heavy bombs and rockets were.
thrown from the shipping, and answered pro for-.
ma from the fort, the Lazaretto, battery, and bar-
ges. This noisy play lasted until near 3 P.M.
when the enemy dropped nearer the batiery. ' The
firing now became more fréquent, and soon became,
tremendous, but the enemy finding that the men in.
the fort could hit as well as fire, soon slipped
their cables and drew off to their. former distance,,
from which they continued the bombardment.
TFavoured by a dark night, one or two of the
encmy’s bomb vessels, and several barges; with
1200 chosen men, passed the  fort at about one
o'clock, in the morning of the 14th, and preceed-
ed up the Patapsco, to attack the town -in the
rear, and probubly with a view to effect a landing.-
From their new station, they commenced a very
warm throwing of bombs and rockets, but were
repaid with such rigour and cffect, that the screams
of their wounded could be heard in the midst of .
aroar of arms, that made the houses in the city:
shake, for nearly an hour and a half. About %:
o’tlock 'the ‘eheiny retired, much crippled, . to his.-
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former respectful distance, when he again commen-
ced the bombardment, and continued it until day-
light, when he finally withdrew. The entire du-
ration of the bombardment was little short of 24
hours. The loss -of the enemy, on board his ves-
sels, cannct be ascertained, but was uudeubtedly
great; that in Fort MHenry was astonishingly
'small, consisting of 4 killed, and about twenty
wounded. Major Armistead commanded the fort.
“A party of Commodore Rodgers’ crew was posted
‘at Fort Covington; Barney's flotilla men were sta-
tioned at the city battery.

The enemy’s retreat was attended with mortifi-
cation and disapnointment. Gen. Ross, the des-
troyer of Washington, was killed; and, at least
800 men killed, wounded, aid missing.—The en-
tire American loss'did not exceed 20 killed, 90
wounded, and 47 mizsing, :

- Thie enemy was at Chaptico in October. The.
following particulars of the cxcerses committed at
that place, “eypeared in the Alexandria Herald,

]
Lo w .
ol Hobert Wright.

“ I passed through Chaptico shortly after the ene-
iy leit it, and T am sorry to say, that their conduct
“would have disgraced Cannibals; the houses were torn
-to pleces, the well, which afforded water for the in-
habitants, was filled up, and, what is sull worse, the
church and the ashes of the dead, shared equally bad
or werse fate. . Will you believe me, when I tell you,
that the sunken graves were converted into barbacue
holest!! The remaining glass of the chuich windows
broken, the communion table used as a dinner table,
and then broken to pieces ! Bad as the above may ap-
pear, . it dwindles into insignificance, when compared
with what follows : the vault was entered, and the re-

ains ¢f the. dead disturbed. Yes, my friend, the
winding sheet was torn from the body of 2 lady of the
first respectability, and the whole contents of the
vault entirely deranged!!! v o



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 201

Soon. after leaving Chaptico, the enemy visited
St. Inigoes, in St. Mary’s county, Maryland.
This was the habitation of a missionary, and the
scite of a Roman Catholic church. Nothing could
be expected but the furniture of the priest, and
plate of the church. Both were taken; feather-
beds, sheets, blankets, curtains, spoons, knives,
forks, c. were taken away or destroyed; the sa-
cred vestments were thrown about, the vessels, con-

" secrated to the service of God, préfaned, the al-
ter stript nakedl, the tabernacle carried off, and
the blessed sacrament borne away in the hands of
those sacrilegious wretches, Some few articles
were restored at the instance of the British officer,
who would probably wish to see the entire restored,
but he could not command them; “they are;” said
B2, ¢ a setof ruffinns,” Scme other articles, be-
longing to the church, were restored in a few days
afterwards, ‘

The- following” circumstance proves how dearly
the enemy gains a victory, when opposed by a -
force, however small,

Oa the evening of the 5th November, Captain
Gordon,. naval commander at Norfolk, despatch-

“ed 2 tenders, and 4 boats, off Black River, for
the purpose of conveying several craft, then lying
in that river, and bound to Norfolk. The vessels
were, unfortunately separated, during the night;
the boats, owing to a rough rea, returned to Nor-
folk. The two tenders, Franklin and Despatch,

were separated fromy each other. ' .

The commander. of the Despatch, finding, in
the morning, that he had drifted in a calm, near
the enerny’s ships in Lynnhaven, and that they were
manning' their boats, to attack him, made sig-
nal to the Franklin, and the boats lying under
Old Point. 'The boats joined the Despatch; and
the enemy’s boats;, afier exchanging a few' shots,
and a'breeze having sprung up, gave over the

) T 2
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chase, and directed their attention to the Frank-
lin, that lay nearly becalmed up the bay. The
enemy came up with the Franklin, about 10 A.M.
“when the firing commenced. During an hour and
a half, the Franklin’s crew, consisting of M.
Hammersley, master’s mate, who commanded;
one midshipman, (Mr. Cook;) two master’s mates
and pilots, and 31 men, maintained a gallant de-
fence against a tender and 14 barges and boats of
-the enemy. The tender aund two heavy launches, -
made several attempts to board, but were as often
beaten off. At length, at half past'11, the Frank-
lin was carried, being boarded at the same mo-
ment by.the crews of’ 5 heavy boats.

The peace in Europe having relieved the ships
and seamen of England from any other engage-
ment, except the war against the United States,
it was supposed, that an Amierican ship would not
dare longer to venture on the ocean, or sail on the
lekes. Every American port was to be blockaded,
every sea-port town to be burned or destroyed;
the frames of frigates were to be transperted fiem
England, and suddenly put together, and launch-
ed on ihiz lakes, The~iclent threats were heard,
the expected legions looked for, with a coolness,
on the pait of the Americsns, which cvinced cou-
rage; but with a preparation that evinced a deter-
mination to defend their homes, their families,
their country, and liberty. :

Two armed launches and four barges of the
enciny’ carrying about 220 meu, entered Cennec-
ticut river, 1n the evening of the 7th April, and
arrived at Pettipaug-Peint, about four o’clock in
the porning of the 8th. It was quite a surprise
on the few mhabitants, who had 1ic means of re-
sistance. They immediately landed and burned
all the vessels at the wharves, and on the stocks,
except = brig, a schocuer, and two sloops, which
they carried down the river, on their retiring,
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after 10 o’clock; but the wind shifting, they burn-
ed all except thé schooner, and not being able to -
roceed, they came to anchor a short distance be-
E)w Pettipaug, where they lay until night, then
burned the schooner, and departed, without in-
terruption, or any attempt to annoy them, except
that a few guns were fired on them after they had
passed the mouth of the river, to which they re-
turned three cheers, and passed off. T

During the 8th, the militia collected to the num-
ber of about 1000, with six field picces; an offii-
cer, with 150 sailors and soldiers, from New-Lon-
den; had also arrived. General Williams, under
authority of the state of Connecticut, assumed the
command. Nothing seemed more easy than to
capture the enemy, yet no attempt ‘was made to
do so, unless a sunmons to surrender can be so
considered. Much censure was then attributed to
the general for his dilatory couduct; and it seems
not to have been hitherto accounted for.  About .
25 vessels were destroyed, many of thewn large und
valuable. ' .

Commodore Hardy of the Ramilies 74, address-
ed aletter in ay, to the British agent for pri-
soners of war in Boston, stating that lic had arrived
i the bay, with an adequate force to carry the
blocka:de into effect, and tequesting him to~make-
it known to the neutral consuls and agents in that
town and state,- that the blockade would be rigo-
rously enforced, agreeably to the proclamaiion tor
the same, :

‘The Tollowing copy of a letter fiom Commodore
Lewis, commanding- the United States’ flotilla at
PMew-York, to the secretary of the navy, dated
May 29, 1814, will show that the Yankees deter-
inined to have some trade, notwithstanding the
mighty force of the enemy on the ocean.

8 SirI have the honour to inform you, that om
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~the 19th T discovered the enemy in pursuit of ‘a brig
under American colours, standing for Sandy-Hook.—
I ordered a detachment of 11 gun-boats to proceed
to sea, and pass between the chase and the enemy, by
which means to bring him to action, and give oppor-
tunity to the chase to escape, all which was effected ;
the enemy, after receiving my fire, bore away, and
the brig in question entered the harbour, and proves
to be the brig Regent, from France, with a very va-
luable cargo. . And on Monday, the 23d, T engaged
the enemy before New-London, and opened a passage
for 40 sail of coasting vessels; the action lasted three
hours, in which the flotilla suffered very little.  No.
6 received a shot under water, and others through
the gails.  We have reason to l.clieve that the enemy
suffered very great injury, as he appeared unwilling to
renew the action the foliowing morning; my object
was accomplished, which was to force apassage for the
convoy. 'There are before New London 3 seventy-
fours, 4 frigates, and several smal vessels, the Tatier
doing great injury, from their disguised character and
superior sailing. I have the honour to assure you of

my high respect, 5 LEWIS.”
J. LEWIS.

- As soon as the engagement ceased, the flotil-
la came to anchor before the harbour of New Lon-
don, within gun-shot of the enemy, with a view
of renewing the action in the morning, when we
found that the enemy had collected all Lis force,
in number. seven ships and several small vessels,
in corsequence of which great accessicn of force,
the project of renewing the action was abandon-
ed, and signal was raade to proceed up Sound,
whethier the enemy pursued as far as Faulkner’s
island. o :

Captain Sawyer, of the smack Resolution, -
from Stenington, informed, that in the gun-boat
battle, one shot passed- through the mainsail of
the Sylph, and another cut away her ensign ; that
one shot passed: through the bow of the Maid-
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stone, one through her foremast, and one inte
her hull; and that on the day after the engage-
ment, a number of men from these vessels were
buried on Fisher'’s island:

‘A British squadron, consisting of'a 74 gun
ship, several frigates, and smaller vessels, with
numerous launches, sprecd ferror along the coast
of Massachussetts, and succeedad in doing consi-
derable injury to coasting vessels.  About 200
men landed on the 13th May, at Warcham,
in Massachussetts, and burned 12 or 13 ves-
sels, valued at about 20,000 dollars.” Fhey also
set fire to a stocking-factory, which was extin-
guished by the citizens, before” much injury was
doune, ,

Captain Allen, of the schooner William and~
John, of Sedgwick, Maine, was bound to Boston
with a cargo of lumber.. 'Captain Allen put in-
to Dyer’s creek, on the 20th. May; but finding
himself chased by the barge of the British schoon-
-er Bream, he hailed the barge, when she reached
within about 50 yards, but received no answer.
Captain Allen then ordered the barge to keep off.
The captain, discovering the men in the barge
about to fire a swivel in kier bow, ordered his
men to fire, and take good aim. Four shots
were fired in succession, and the captain had tag
ken his aim, when one of the enemy cried out,
“Tll give up to you;” and the barge was instantly
swrrendered to captain  Allen. Of seven ‘men
who were in the barge, two were killed and two
wounded. =~ = " o

Afier the capture of the barge, the British
commodore sent u flag of truce to captain Allen,
with propositions, which were rejected. After, how-
cver, thie exchange of four flags, 'it was agreed,
that in consiceration of captain Allen’s giving up
the British prisoners -on parole, the commander
of the Breamm-was togive captain Allen 90 dollars
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in cash, return two Amnierican prisoners belonging
te Goldsborough, give up a Chebacco boat, with
the property on board of her, valued at 700 dol-
lars, and captain Allen to rctein the 12 oared
barge, with all her ‘armament, consisting of one
swivel, six muskets, five cutlasses, six cartridge-
boxes, some blue lights, a compass, one trumpet,
and a quantity of cannister and grape shot, all of
- which captain Allen values at 300 dollars.

Soon after this tramsaction, a boat captured
by the Bream schconer, was sent into Mount-
Desert, with seven Englishmen on board, to cut
out a vessel, the crew of” which, on their approach,
fled to the shore, and were joined by several of
the inhabitants, armed. Having concealed them-
selves among the rocks or bushes, they opened a
fire on the enemy, killed three of them, wounded
two, and compelled the others to surrender.

The enemy entered the harbour of Scituate,
(Mas.) in June, in consequence, s he stated, of hav-
ing been firedat from a signal-piece of cannon, near
the light-house, and set fire to several vessels.

Two barges, from the British frigate Nymphe,
went into Sqummn, and destroyed the schooner
Diligence, laden with lime. The crews threat-
‘ened that if the captain attempted to extinguish
the flames of the Diligence, they would destroy
the house on the point; which being attempted,
they fired a twelve pound shot through it, and re-
turned and effected the destruction of the schoon-
er. ;

On the 11th July, Eastport was taken possession
of by the enemy, in the name of his Britaunic
majesty, as afterwards appeared, was claimed as
being part of the Britizh territory, by the terms
of the treaty of 1783. The British force consist-
ed of 2000 men. The American garrison of 59
men, including 11 sick, was commanded by ma-~
Jor- Putnam. The inhabitants were .offered the -
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alternative to take an oath of allegiance to the

king, or to depart within seven days. A great pro-

-portion, perhaps more than two thirds, took the

oath. This place remained in the enemy’s pos-

session till the end of the war; and, as will ap-

pear by reference to the treaty of peace, was to
continue in possession of the British until the dis-

pute relative to territory could be settled by com-

missioners to be appointed for that purpose.

Eastport is on an island called Moose, on the
west side of Passamaquody-bay; the island is
about five miles long, and one mile broad, con-
taining about 1000 inhabitants.

On the 9th August, at § P. M. the Ramilies
74, Pactolus 38, a bomb-ship, and a heavy brig,
arrived off Stonington; and a flag was sent on
shore, with a note, of which the following is a -
copy ' '

“ TO THE MAGISTRATES OF STONINGTON,

“ Gentlemen—One hour is allowed you, from the

receipt of this communication, for the removal of the
unoffending inhabitants.

THOMAS M. HARDY.”

Stonington was in no state of defence adequate
to resist the enemy. The fow men in the place
hastened to ccllect ammunition, sorse ran to. the
battery, which consisted of two 18 pounders and
a four pounder, with a slight breast-work; ex-
presses were sent to New-London-and other pla-
ces. At eight o'clock, the attack was commenc-
ed, by a discharge of shells, from the bomb-ship,
and Congreve rockets from several barges. This
fire was continued until midnight, without injug-
ing a single building or inhabitant. )

. During the night the volunteers and militia
- had asscmbled in considerable numbers, and were
disposed of in the manner best calculated to re-

i
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sist any attempt of the enewmy to land. At dawn
of day, the enemy began to throw rockets from
vessels which had taken stations on the gast side
of the town, out of range of the battery. = An 18
and a 4 pounder were drawn to a point of land
from which the enemy could be reached, and, in

a few minutes, the barges were compelled to
move off. During this tlme, the brig worked up,

and came to anchior within less than half a mile
of the battery. The ammunition on shore being

_expended, the few men who were =t the battery y-
were compelled to retire, having first splkea the
guns. . -

For an hour and a haif the enemy continued
to fire on the town, without the least opposition
being attempted or practicable. A fresh supply
of ammunition being by this time obtained, the .
vent of the 18 pounder was drilled, when a fire
was opened on the enemy’s brig, until at three

o'clock she slipped her cable, and hauled off,
being evidently much injured in her hull and
spars. '

Soon after this time a consxderax,le body of
militia arrived, and gerneral Isham had taken the
command.

A flag was sent from the inhabitants (without .
the concurrence of general Isham) to the British’
officer, mfor"mng him that the ¢ unoff cndmo in-
habitants” had been revioved, and Wlahln"' to
“know if he meant to complete the destructlon of
the town. The deputation received from captain
Hardy a written reply, that ¢ the bombardment
should cease, in case the inhabitants would en-
gage that no torpedoes should be fitted out at Sto-
nington, and that the family of Mr. Stewart, -late
Rritish consul at New-London, would be sent on
board.”

These terms could not be comph A withe—
“The proposal respecting torpedoes wes consider-
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ed deg‘radihg, nothing of the kind having ever
been attempted at Stonington; the second, re-
spectiig Mrs. Stewart and children, was referred
to the proper authority. h ‘

. The enemy continued to negociate, for -the
purpose of getting Mrs, Stewart on board, un-
til 3 o'clock on the 11th, when the bombard-
ment again commenced, and was continued untii
night. On Friday morning the attack was com-
menced, and continued with' great warmth, from
nearly all the enemy’s ships and launches, un-
til near noon, when it ceased; and about four
o'cloeck_p.M. the enemy, finding that a great force
was assembled for the protection of the “town,
finally withdrew ; and on Saturday morning
weighed anchor, and proceeded up Fisher’s
Sound. ] :

During the several attacks, not a man was
killed, and but five or six wounded. Two or three
houses were destroyed, eight or ten much damag-
ed, and about forty partially injured. More than
800 shells and carcasses were thrown into the vil-
lage, ) o

The additional disposable military and maval
force which the peace in Europe left at the
command of the enemy, the use which he threat-
ened to make, and did actaally commence, or

prepare to make of it, produced a union of ac-.
tion' and sentiment among the people of Ameri--

ca, some disconterted or rather traitorpus per-
sons excepted, and these so comparatively few
that they excited but a sentiment of contempt,
and owed their personal safety to their utter ina-
- bility to do material injury. The citizens of
. New-York, the first commercial city in the union,
gave an example of political forbearance toward

each other, and of atfachment to their eountry,

which had a salutary inflaence on every other part
of the nation, :
v
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At a general meeting beld in the park in that
city, the 10th August, 1814, the following, to-
gether with several other patriotic resclutions,
were unanimously adopted: .

« Resolved, that the citizens here assembled will,
te the last extremity, defend their city.

“ Resolved, that we will unite oursclves in arms
with our brethren of the couniry, and, on the first
approach of the enemy, make it a common cause.

< Resolved, that it be fecommended to the citizens
generally, to meet as soon as may be practicable
with ~convenience, in their respective wards, for the
purpose of electing discreet and sufficient commit-
tees to promote the execution of the following ob-
jects.

¢ 1. To complete the voluntary enrolment of: per-
sons exempted by law from military service. :

“ 2. To encourage the enrolment of sea-faring ci-
tizens, for service in the harbour, or as artillerists.

# 3, The enrolment of citizens for voluntary la-
bour on the public works

« Resolved, that we will endeavour to promote
concord and harmony, and will dizcountenance -ail
attémpts to weaken the patriotic efforts of good citie
ZEns. :

Trom this moment, party feuds were, in a

veat measure, suspended; newspaper editors ex-
cluded all acrimonious political discussions; the
cominittee appointed 1o carry into effect the re-
solutions of the general mecting, wassclected frem
the most respectable of the citizens, without the
least respeet to the political party to which the
persons selected belonged. '

The pian of the enemy was to dismember the
unicn. A comnand of the North River would
tennd much to this end. The possession of the
city of New-York was a desirable object, in what-
ever point it might be viewed. 'The measures
of defence and precantion taken at New-7ork,
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probably prevented the intended attack on that
city ; the subsequent attempt to gain possession
of the posts near lake Champlain, leaves little
room to doubt the enemy’s intention. Had .
that invasion succeeded, we should have soon
heard of an invasion on the sea-board, either at
New-York, or some place to the eastward of it,
and an attempt to form a janction of the two in-
vading armies. ,

For several months, the citizens of New-York
sapplied more than 1000 men daily, who laboured
voluntarily and without pay, at the fortifications;
and several thousands frow the adjacent counties,
and from the state of New-Jersey, contributed
their-aid, until a line of fortifications were raised
on the heights of Brooklyn and Harlem, saffi-
cient to oppose any probable force that could
be employed by the enemy. It would be impos-
sible to do justice to the zeal that animated the
citizens, and it cannot be exXpected to copy, or
even notice, the many editorial observations
which appeared in the public prints;.zeal over-
flowed, so that it became unecessary to limit the
offered services to a certain number daily; and
it often happened, ‘that services could not be re-
ceived until several days after being  tendered.
The' following, from the Richmond Compiler,
is' given, because its shortness does' not actually
render its insertion incompatible with our lis
mits.

“To a patriotic mind it is truly exhilarating to
read the New York papers, and. see the generous; ara
dent zeal that actuates the inhabitants of that, great
emporium of American commerce. - At the first
signal of breaking ground for the defence of the
city, the whole population seem to have caught
the spark of patriotic energy, to have burst the shac:
kles of apathy, and set to the continent an example
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of social and public spirit, which we trust may be
emulated tlirough every part of our land. By wards
and sections of the city, by tribes and eenturies, by
constituted bodies and private companies, by trades,
by professione, and by domestic parties, offers of per-
sonal service, and contributions in money, have been
made . and accepted; and that great mart of com-
mercial wealth and enterprize, on which the enemy
have so long kept a longing eye, is aiready inaccessi-
ble, invulnerable ; the pride, and glory, and palladi-
um of the continent. Who would not be a citizen
of New-York ¢”

On the 1st - September, the British entered the
Penobscot river, with about 40 sail- of vessels,
and several thousand men, and took possession
of Castine, the small garrison of which fied,
after blowing up the fort. They next sent 600
men to Belfast, which submitted. The following
day they proceeded up the river to Hamden,
where the Adams frigate lay. Captain Morris
made every possible disposition to resist the ene-
my, but finding his limited force inadequate to
that end, he spiked Lis guns, burned his stores,
blew up the ship, and, with bis crew, escaped.
The Lritish governor immediatcly annonnced
that the country between the Penobscot river and
Passamaquoddy bay, would be considered as a part
of the British territory.  Measures were also
taken to fortify Castine, and establish permanent
commercial regulations. It was estimated . that
120 vesscls were taken in the Pencbscot,

While the enemy was coupling petty conquest
with cowardice and cruelty, along the sea-board,
the American army of the interior was plucking
from the brows of imported invincibles the lau-
rels won on the theatre of late Luropean con-
flicts. ) :

- The brave general Jacob Brown, who had in
the last year signalized himself by the defence of
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Sackett’s Harbour, was appoiunted -to the com-
mand of the army on the Niazara frontier,

On the 2d July, General Brown made disposi-
tions for an intended attack on the British Tort
Erie, and issued orders to the troops for crossing
the river. The army passed the Niagara river
on the morning of the 3d. ‘The encmy was per-
fectly unapprized of the intended attack; gener-
sl Scott, who led the van, was on shore bafore
the enemy’s picket discovered the approach. The
fort beins approached on theright and left, and
the Indians 1n the woods, in the rear, general
‘Brown summoned the garrison to. surrender,
which, after a short time allowed for consideration,
was agreed to. At six o’clock the garrison marchs
ed and stacked their arms. 170 regulars, includ-
g seven officers, were sent acrass the river.

Ou the moraiuy of the 4th July, general Scott,
with his brigade, and a corps of artillery, advanc-
ed towards Chippawa.  After sonte skirmish-
ing with the enxiny, he selected a judicious po-
sition for the night, his . richt resting on the river,
and a ravine in frost. At 11 at night, general
Browa joined him with the veserve under generdd
Ripley, and a corps of artillery, under majog
Hindman. A field and battering train were also
brogght up. General Porter arrived in the mor-
ning, with a part of the New-York and Pensyl-
vania volunteers, und some of the wartiors of the
six nations. o s

Early in the morning of the 5th, the enemy
attacked the picquets; by noon he showed hims=
self -on the leit of the army, and attacked ot
of the picquets, as it was ruturning to camp.—
Captain T'reat, who commanded the picquet, re-
tired, leaving a wounded wun on. the ground,
Captain Biddle, of the artillery, promptly as«

'

‘samed the command of this picquet, led it back -

V2 -
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to the wounded man, and brought him off the
- field. o :

General Brown instantly ordered captain Treat
to retire from the army; and advised that his
name, and that of another officer, should be
struck from the roll of the army. This circum-
stance was noticed in a note to the first edition of
this work, without the following necessary ad-
dition, which did not, and could not have, then
come to the knowledge of the compiler.

Captain Treat demanded a court of inquiry;
it was not granted; but a court martial was or-
dered at Fort Irie. The left division of the ar-
my marched to Sackett’s harbour soon after, ard
the court was dissolved.

Captain Treat immediately proceeded to Sac-
kett’s harbour, by permission from major-general
Izard, and requested another court martial. Ma-
jor-general Brown, on the 5th April, 1815, af-
ter the repeated solicitations of captain Treat,
issued an order, organizing a court, consisting of
col. M<Feely, president; lieut. col. Smith, maj.
Croker, major Boyle, maj. Mullany, maj. Chane,
capt. White, members;  capt. Seymour, supernu-
merary; leuat. Andérson, I3th regiment, judge
advocate.

"The court met, and proceeded on the trial, the
6th April, 1815, at Sackett’s harbour. They
closed the investigation on the 8th May, when
captain ‘I'reat was honourably acquitted. .

The following is a copy of the decision of the
court @ :

« After mature deliberaticn on the testimony
adduced, the court do find the accused Joserm
Trear, of the 21st infaniry, not guilty of the
charge or specifications preferred against him,
and do honourably acquit bim.”

The sentence of the court was approved by ma~
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jor general Brown, and promulgated on the 28th
June, at Sackett’s harbour.

- At 4 ‘olclock 1 the afternoon, ocneral Poxter
advanced with the volunteers and Iudnns, ‘in or-
der to induce the enemy to come forth.—General

“Porter’s command met the light parties of the
enemy in the woods. - The enemy was driven, and
Porter parsued until n.ar Chippawa, where he
met their whole column in order of battle. The. -
heavy firing induced a belief that the entire force
of the enemy was in motion, and prepared for ac-
tion. - (General Scott was ordered to advance with-
his brigade, and Towson’s artillery. The gene-
ral advanced in the most prownpt and officer like
. manner, and in a- few minutes was in_close action
with a superior force of the enemy. By this time
General Porter’s command had given way, and
fled in disorder, notwithstanding the great exer--
tions of the general to rally them. - "Uhis retr eat
left the left ﬂank of general Scott’s brigade great:
ly exposed Captain Harris was duccted, with'
his dragoons, to stop the fugitives behiud the
ravine, Fronting the American camp.  General
Ripley, with' thie 21st regiment, which formed
part of the reserve, passed to the left of the:
camp, under cover of the wood, t:o relieve Ges'
neral Seott, by falling on the enemy’s right flanls ;
bat, before the 21st” could come into its posmon,'
the line commanded by general Scott closed
with the enemy. Major Jessup, commanding the
left - flanik battalion, finding himsdf pressed in
front and flank, and his men talling thst around
him, ordered his battalion to suppmt arms, and
advance. The order was promptly obeyed, a-
nidst the most  deadly and destructive fire,
Having gained a better position, he poured on:
the enemy a fire so galling, as caused him to_
retire.  ‘T'he enemy’s entire line now fell back,
and continued to retreat, until at the .slopmg'
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round, -descending towards Chippawa, whea they
broke, and fled to their works. :

General Brown finding the pursuit of the
troops chegked by the batteries of the enemy, or-
dered up his orduance, "in order to force the
place by a direct attack, bat was induced, by the
report of major Wood and captain Austin, who
reconnoitred the enemy’s works, the lateness of
the hour, and the advice of his officers, to or-
der the forces to retire to camp.- The Ameri-
cin troops, on no occasion, behaved with nore
gallantry than on the present. The British re-
gulars suffered defeat from a number of men,
principally volunteers and militia, inferior in e-
very thing bat couragé to the vanquished ene-
my; and the gallant Brown, a woodsman, «a
soldier of yesterday,” put at deflance the mili-
tary tactics of the expericncad major-general
Riall. ‘ )

. The following is a copy of a letter written by
general Brown on-the field of battle, directed to.
the secretary of war,

“ 8ir,—Excuse my silence. I have been much.
engaged. Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it
" should not, detain me a single day. At eleven o'clock,
on the night of the 4th, I arrived at this place with
the reserve, general Scott having taken the position
about noon, with ‘the ven. * My arrangearents for
turning and taking in the rear the enewy’s position
east of Chippawa, was made, when majpr-general
Riall, suspecting our intention, and adihzring to the
rule, that it is better to give than to raceive an at- -
tack, came from ozhind his works anout dve o’clock
in the afternoon of the 5th, in grder of hatde ~We
did not baulk him. DBefore six o’clock his line was
broken, and his forces defeated, leaving ou the fotd
four hundred killed ‘and wounded. He was closely
pressed, and would have been utterly ruined, but for
the proximity of his works, whither he fled for shei-
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ter. - The wounded of the enemy, and those of our
own army, must be attended to. They will be re-
moved to Buffalo. This, with my liinited” means for
transportation, will take a day or two, after which I
shall advance, pot doubting but 'that the gallant
and accomplished troops-I lead;, will break down all
opposition between me and T.ake Ontario, when, if
met by the fleet, all is: well—if net, under the fa-
vour of Heaven, we shall behave in-a way to avoid
disgrace.” '

The battle of Bridgwater, fought on the 25th
July, was bloody, and well contested on both
sides. The.enemy was composed of 5000 men,
of the best troops, commanded by general Riall,
and others, the best British officers. It is due to
them to record that they fought well, but they
fought against freemen, and were defeated. Op-
posed to the bravest slaves in the world, of e~
qual force, this British army would have conquer-
ed. The Americans were fewer in number than
the enemy; they were men, most ‘of whom had
yet to learn military tactics, but who had a coun-
_TRY, now staked in a contest which the present
battle might materially affect, or, in its conse-
quence, decide.

- On the 25th general Brown’s ariny was encamp-
~ed above Chippawa, near the battle-ground of
the 5th. The brigade under general Scott' mov-
éd past Chippawa, and halted at Bridgwater,
in view -of Nisgara falls. At half past four, .1
the battle was commmenced by the enemy. The
enemy, being numerically superior to the Ame-
ricans, he was able to extend his line so as to
attempt to flank. ~In order to counteract the
apparent view of general Riall, he was fought in
detachments—he was charged in colymn, general
Scott being ‘at- the head of his troops in almost
every charge. General .Scott maintained his
ground for more than an hour, before the re-
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serve, under general Ripley, and the volunteers,
under general Porter,” were brought fully into
action. The ground was obstinately contested
until nine o’clock in the evening, when general
Brown decided to storm & battery, which the ene-
my had on a commanding eminence. Colonel
Miller commanded on this enterprize, which was
so resolutely entered on, that the enemy, wmable
to withstand the charge, retired to the bottom of
the hill, and abandoned his cannon. The ene-
my now gave way, and was pursued some dis-
tance. The American army then betook itself to
the securing of prisoners, and bringing off the
wounded.

While the army was thus employed, general

Drummond arcived with a reinforcement to the
enemy, when he, unexpectedly to the Ameri-
~ cans, rensewed the battle, with a view to recov-
er his cannon.. The army, having quickly
~formed, resisted the attack with courage; and;
after a close engagement, the enemy was re-
pulsed, as he was in two other simtlar attempts.
The American army having effected the remc-
val of nearly all the wounded, retired from the
ground a little before midnight, and returned to
camp, '

The warmth and zeal with which this action
was maintained, was the most obstinate and de-
termined. For two hours, the discharge of mus-
ketry was so constant, as to produce almost an
uninterrupted blaze of fire; nor was it in any
period of the action much less warm. Wel~
lington’s ¢ invincibles” had just arrived from
Europe, and Drumrmond resolved that they should
not only maintain their character, but maintain
it in a manner that would make the most des-
ponding impression on the brave, but raw ve-
‘eruits of the republic. The Americans not only
withsteod. the onsety- but repelled and punished
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it.. A fine moon-light night favoured equally -
the operations of both armies; they fought too
near to render cannon generally servicsable, be-
ing often within half pistol shot of each other,
and sometimes mingled together.—The charge of
«colonel' Miller exceeded any thing experienced by
the British soldiers, even in Iurope. Thrice
his men were repulsed with great slanghter. For
a time he was deserted by a regiment of infant~
ry; they were rallied; a fourth charge was
made, .and -succeeded. . The Americans could
not be driven, nor withstood; determined not to
be overthrown, even by superior numbers, they
seémed resolved to crush whatever foe opposed
‘them.. Had they been conquered, they would
yet deserve honour; as victors they covered them-
selves with glory.—They lost a howitzer; the rid-
er being shot off, the horses carrietd it full gal-
lop . into the ranks of the enemy; they also lost
a piece of cannon, which was too much advanc-
ed, and from which the men, except two, were
shot.” For want of horses they were compelled
- to leave to the enemy most of the cannon which
were taken from him with such bravery, and at
such expense. . ‘

On the morning ‘after the battle, the Ameri-
cans, under generals Ripley and Porter, recon-~
noitred” the enemy, who did not show any dis-
position to renew the contest, and then burned
the enemy’s barracks and bridge at Chippawa,
after which_they returned to Fort Erie.

The enemy was believed to have lost between
1200 and 1300 men, including major-general
Riall, who was wounded, and with 18 other offi-
cers, and 150 non-cominissioned officers and pri-
vates, taken prisonsys. I'he Americans lost 1
major, 1-adjutant, 5 captains, 4 subalterns, 10.
sergeants, 10 corporals, 140 privates—total kill-
ed, 171,—1 major-general, 1 brigadier-general,
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2 aids-de-camp, 1 brigade-major, 1 colonel, 1
lieutenant-colonel, 4 majors, 1 adjutant, 3 quar-
ter-masters, 1 pay-master, 7 captains, 82 sub-
-alterns, 517 nen-commissioned officers and pri-
vates...total wounded, 572; missing, 117—to-
tal, 850. -

The British force engaged amounted, by their
own confession, to 4500 men, mostly or wholly
regulars, beside a host of Indians; the American
force did not exceed 2800 men, consisting i a
great proportion of the militia of Pennsylvania
and New-York. General Brown, in his official
report, particularly notices the brave and prudent
conduct of generals Ripley, Porter and Scott; .
colonels Miller, Dobbin, of New-York, Wilcox,
and Gardener; majors “M¢Farland, Hindman,
“Jessup,” Wood, of the Pennsylvania militia, Jones,
M<Ree, and Wood, of the engineers; captains
Towson, Ketchum, Biddle, -and Ritchie; lieuten~
ant E. B. Randolph; aids-de-camp Worth, Smith,
Austin, and Spencer. Some of these brave men
fell in action, and mnearly all of them were cover-
ed with wounds. , '

General Brown received two wounds, but contin-
ned to command until the action ended. The |
general was obliged, by the severity of his wounds,
to retire from the command, which devolved on
General Ripley, General Scott being also dis-
abled, by a wound, from continuing in com-
mand. :

" The army continued on the Canada side, seem-
ingly resolved to maintain itself against an enemy
which was receiving frequent reinforcements, and
had, after a little time, become formidable in
numbers and eguipiserits. ~

The enemy, aiter’recoyering the efiects of th
battle of Bridgwater; moved up toward the
Aierican army, at Fort Erie; and frequent skir-
‘mishes ensued, in which the enemy was general-
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ly wersted. On the 35d August, about 500
regulars, under colonel Tuckez, crossed below
Black Rock, but were met by 200 riflemen,
and a party of volunteers, under major Morgan,
and after a long contest, were defeated, and com-
pelled to re-cross the river. Buoadlel general
Gaines arrived at Erie the 4th Aurrust, and as-
sumed the command during genelal Brown’s
illness.

On the 15th August, the enemy, under the
immediate command of general Drummond, at-
tempted to storm Fort Erie; the result was
communicated in a letter from general Gaines to
the ‘secretary of war, of which the following is.
a copy.

< Head-Quarters, Fort Erie, U.C.
Aug. 15, 7 AM. 1814.
¢« Dear Sir,—My heart is gladdened. ‘with gratx-
tude to Heaven, and joy to my country, te have it in
iy power to inform you, that the gallant army un-
der my command has this morning beaten the enemy,
commanded by lieutenant-general Drummond, after a
severe conflict of three homs, commencmg at two
d'clock, A.M. They attacked us on éach flank—got.
possession of the salient bastion of the old Fert Erie,
which was regained at the point of the bayonet, with
a dreadful slaughter. The enemy’s loss, in killed
and prisoners, is about 600; near 300 killed.” Ouar
loss is considerable, but I thmk not ene-tenth as great
as that of the enemy. I will net detain the express
to give you the pmuculara. Iam preparmg my force
to follow up the blow.”

The assault was of that desperate nature that
was calculated to rub away the $tains of former
defedts, to resuscitate the sinking charms of an
assumed ‘invincibility, and save the British gene-
-yal from e€ontempt, and perhaps disgrace: 'Hm
projection: was grand; the means of accomplich-

W
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& ' .

ing it great, and relied on for its efficiency; the
attempt to “exccute was supported with an en-
thusiasm in the officers, and a mechanical ebedi-
, ence in the men, which promised, and almost se~
cared success. The invincibles, were, -however,
destined to eaperience another defeat; and the
Americans added another wreath to the laurels
with which they. were already so plentifully bless-
ed. The enemy was largely supplied with the
means generally used on such occasions, pikes,
bayonets, spears, scaling-ladders, &c. Repulsed
and repulsed, he rallied and returned to the at-
tack; he carried a bastion, and by his conduct
evinced what was to be the fate of the republi-
cans, if vanquished. Lieutenant M‘Dougal being
severely wounded- in defending the bastion, de-
manded quarter; it was refused, general Drum-
mond crying out, ¢ give the damned Yankees
no quarter.” M‘Dougal defended himself un-
til shot down:'by a pistol. The bastion was
re-taken by the greatest display of courage and
exertion. .

This assanlt was preceded by a cannonade and
bombardment, which commenced at sun-rise on
the morning of the 13th, and continued until 8§
o’clock P.M.; was re-commenced on the 14th, at
day-light, and continued until night—the assault
was commenced at half past two on the morning
of the 15th. The result was the defeat of the as-
sailants, accompanied with a loss of £22 men kill-
ed, 174 wounded, and 186 prisoners—total 582,
exclusive of 2 number (supposed 200) killed in
the water, and carried off by the current. The
Americans lost 26 killed, 91 wounded, and 11
missing—total 128.’ R L

The enemy continued in the neighbeurhood of
Fort Erie, strengthening and exteriding bis
works and calling;in‘r‘einﬁ)rcemen'ts, with a view
to the ultimate occupation of the fort, and the
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capture .or destruction of the garrison. The en-
emy’s works were coustructed in a field surrcund-
ed by woods. Their infantry was formed into
three brigades of about 1500 men each. One of
these brigades, with a detail from their artillery,
was stationed at their works (these being but 500
yards distant from Old Fort Erie, and the right
of general Brown’s line.) 'The Americans had
alfeady suffered” much from two of the enemy’s
batteries; and a third was about to be opened.
General Brown, having recovered of his wounds,
resumed the command en the 2d September.
The situation of the army was cxtremely critical.
Asthe only mode of relieving himself, he deter-
mined to storm the batteries, destroy the cannons,
and roughiy handle the enemy’s brigude on duty,
before those in- reserve would be bwought into
action. Sl ‘

The enemy’s works were very strong, regular,
and executed with a studiedintricacy, corsisting
- of a breast-work connecting their batteries, and
of successive lines of entrenchments in the rear,
covering the batteries and enfilading each other;
and the whole obstructéd by abbatis, brush, and
felled timber. It was calculated to-resist, and
throw into confusion, the most experienced as-
sailants, and led to many severe contests with the
bayonet. L o R

Direetions. were' given by general Brown to
march at noon, on the 17th September, .to the
intended assault. General Porter commanded a
detachment of volunteers, riflemen, regular im
fantry, and a_few dragoons, - These moved from
the extreme left of the American position upen
-the enemy’s. right, by a passage opened through
the woods for the occasion.  General Miller sia-
tioned his command in the ravine between. Fert
Erie and the enemy’s batteries, by passing them by
detachments through the skirts of the wood.—
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The 21st infantry, under general Ripley, was
‘posted, as a corps ‘of reserve, between the new
bastions of fort ¥rie. ¢ About 26 minutes past
3, P. DM.” says general Brown, in his official re-
port, 1 found the left column, under the com-
mand of general Porter, which were destined, to
turn the enemy’s right, within a few rods of the
British intrenchments. They were ordered to
advance and commence the action. Passing
down the ravine, I judged, from the report of
the musketry, that the action 'had commenced on
our left; I now hastened to gencral Miller, and
directed him to seize the moment, and pierce the
-enemy’s intrenchments, between battertes No. 2
and 8.—My orders were promptly and ably ex-
ecuted. 'Within 30 minutes after the first gun
was fired, batteries No. 2 and 3, the enemy’s [ine
of intrenchments, and his two block-houses, were
in our possession. Soon after, battery No. 1 was ,
abandoned by the British. The guns in each
were spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed, and the
magazine of No. 3 was blown up.” ,
The enemy’s loss exceeded, from the most pre-
bable account, 1000 men, including 2 majors, 4
captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 eusign, 1 assistant sur+
geon, 4 staﬂ" sergeants, 19 sergeants, 17 cor-
porals, 1 drummer, and 332 privates. The A-
‘merican - Joss in killed, wounded and missing,
511, General Davis, of the militia, was killed.
The action lasted more than two hours, and
was warmly contested for about one howr. In
the course of the battle, the entire of the ene-
my’s force was brought into. action, consisting
principally of regulars, under command of lieut,
ve. Drommond,  So satisfied was the British
veneral of “his inability to contend, even aid-
ed by his veterans, against the raw soldiers that
formed the American army, that he broke up
- his eamp during the-night of. the 21st, and re-
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tired to his intrenchments behind the Chippawa.
< Thus,” says general Brown, ¢ one thousand
regulars, and an equal portion of - militia, in
-one hour of close- action, blasted the hopes of
the enemy, destroyed the fruits of 50 days’ labour,
and diminished his effective force, one thousand
men at least.” _ : _
An expedition, under the command of lieut.
col. G. Croghan, was set on foot in July, 1814;
the chief object of which was the reducticn of
fort Mackinac, which had been token by the
enemy in the early part of the war. The expedi-
tion left fort Gatriot, (head of straits St. Clair)
on the 12th. QOwing to a want of pilots acquaint-
ed with the unfrequented part of the bay, the
intended course of the vessels was somewhat al-
-tered; they anchoredat St. Joseph’s on the 20th.
After setting fire to the fort of St. Joseph, which
seemed net to have been recently occupicd, a
detachment of infantry and artillery, under ma-
jor Holmes, was ordered to Sault, St. Mary’s, for
the purpose of breaking up the enemy’s establish-
ment at that place. A few hours before the ar-
rival of major Holmes at the Saule, St. Mary’s,
the  north-west agent was apprized of his ap-
proach, and succeeded in escaping with a large
quantity of goods. A large quantity were, how-
ever, found secreted in the woods, on the Ameri-
can side—These were claimed by the agent of
John Jobnson, an Indien trader; but major
Holmes declined giving them 'to Mr. Johnson,
““because” as major Holmes observed in his let-
ter to leut. col. Croghan, it was good prize by
the maritime Jaw of nations, as recognized in the
English courts, (witness the case of admiral Rod- .
ney, adjudged by lord Mansfield.) Further, be-
cause Johnson has acted the infamous part of a
traitor, having been a citizen and a magistrate of
the Michigan territory{rbefore .the .war, and at
'\ 2 == ~
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its commencement, and now diseharging the fune-
ticns of magistrate under the British govern-
ment. Because his agents armed the Indians
from his store-house at our approach ; and last-
ly, because those goods, or a considerable part,
were designed to be taken to Michilimackinac.”
The expedition reached Michilimackinac on
-the 26th, where the enemy was found so strong-
ly posted on a height overlooking the old fort,
that his reduction by storm, with the small force
under col. Croghan, seemed very doubtful. It
was the colonel’s .wish, at all hazards, to disem-
bark in some favourable position, from which he
might be able to annoy the enemy by gradual
and slow approaches, under cover of his ariillery,
.and where, by fortifying himself, he might force
the enemy to attack him in his strong posi-
‘tjon; or draw his Indians and Canadians (his
most efficient and only disposable force) from
the island. ‘ ‘ :
Being informed by old residents of the island,
where a favoursble positien might be obtained,
he effected alanding on the 4th August, and ad-
vanced to the flield where an encampment was
intended, when he received intelligence that the
enemy was ahead, of which he was soon con-
vinced by a discharge of shot and shells from a
battery of 4 guns, The colonel hereon chang-
ed his position, (which was then two lines, the
militia forming the fromt,) by advancing major
Holmes battalion on the right of the militia,
thus to outflank him, and, by a vigorous effort,
to gain his rear. Before this movement could
be executed, a fire from some Indians, posted in
a thick wood, proved fatal to- major Holmes,
and severely wounded captain Desha, the next in
rank. This misfortune threw that part of the
line into confubion, from which it was found im-
possible to recover it. As the only method lelt
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of - annoying the enemy, colonel Croghan ordered
a charge to be made on his front, by the regu-
lars. The enemy was thus driven back into the
woods, from which an annoying fire was kept up
by the Indians. Lieut. Morgan brought up a
light piece to relieve the left, which was suffer~ °
ing from a galling firc; the excellent practice of
this piece brought the enemy to fire at a longer
distarice. — o

Colorel Croghan, finding the position from
which the enemy was driven not tenable, he de-
termined not to continue to exposé his men to
a danger, from which no good result could be
expected.  He therefore ordered a retreat to
the shipping. R :

Sailing-master Champlin, whose vessel, - the
Tigress, fell into the hands of the enemy, and
who, with his crew, were prisoners at Michilimac-
kinac, arrived at Lrie in November. Captain
Arthur Sinclair, commanding the United States’
naval force on-the upper lakes, states, in a letter
to the secretary of the navy, on the authority of
sailing-master Champlin, that ¢“the conduct of
the enemy to our prisoners, (the crew of the
- 'Tigress) tﬂus captured, and the inhuman butch-
ery ofthose who fell into their hands, at the. attack
of Mackinack, has been barbarous beyond a pa-
rallel. The former have béen plundered of al-
most every article of clothing they possessed ;
the latter had their hearts and livers taken out,
which were actually cooked and feasted on
by the savages, and that too in the quarters
of the Briush officers, sanctioned by colonel
M<Dougall” - ‘ -

The British army, under general Drummond,
being considerably . reinforced, there appeared
_an absolute necessity to- strengthen that under
general Brown, and to make such a diversion or
co-operation, as would draw off. the enemy from
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the neighbourhood of Fort Erie, or compel him
to surrender. A vigorous attack on Kingston

_=must, if made, produce the first of these effects;
the throwing of -a large force into the rear of
general Drammond, might have the latter effect.
- General Izard marehed from Flattsburgh, about
the Ist September, with a large force, which
formed a junction with general Brown, about
the 12th October; thus having unfortunately
occupied more than 40 days in performing a
journey of 253 miles by laud, and a voyage of
90 miles by water ;—total distance from Platts-
burgh to Black Rock, 343 miles.

The slow movement of general Izard’s army,
gave to the cnemy the time necessary to equip-the -
new ship St. Lawrence, of 90 guns, lately built
at Kingston. The DBritish fleet, with this big
ship, appeared cff Niagara the 2d November,
and gave to the enemy ihe command of lake
Ontario, by which general Drummond could be
reinforced, or taken off, if necessary. It also
enabled the enemy to threaten Sackett’s harbour;
and general Brown was ordered to the defence
of the harbour, leaving general Izard ir com-
mand at Erie. ]
~ The campaign in the neighboutrhood of Nia-
gara must, from the lateness of the season, be
drawing to a close; it appeared to general Izard,
that his army could not remain in safety at Erie;
the fort was therefore destroyed, and the army
crossed to Buflalo, where it took up winter
quarters. - o

The army Ieft at Plattsburgh, after the march
of general Izard, was very weak; the command
devolved on general Macomb. The enemy em-
braced this opportunity for making an incursion
into the state of New York, on the side of lake
-Champlain, with a view to secure a strong - po-
sition at Crown point, or Ticonderoga, previous
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to going into winter quarters; and ultimately
to co-operate with an army that was to invade
the state of New-York, or Connecticut, on the
sea-board; _and thus effect the great object of
- the British government, the political separa-
tion of the eastern from the southern states.
General. Sir George Prevost commanded the
British land forces, destined for this service, con-
sisting of four brigades, each commanded by a
major. general of experience; a light squadron
of dragoons, and an immense train of artillery,
and all the engines of war; the entire amounting
to 14000 men. While the troops advanced by
land, the fleet, apparently superior to the Ameri-
can, advanced by water. To resist this over-
whelming force, general Macomb had but 1500
effectives. Im aid of this small force, the militia
was hastjly assembled.
The British governor general entered the ter-
" ritery of the United States, on the Ist September,
1814, and fixed his head-quarters at the village
of Champlain; from which he commenced an
attack, by promises and threats, on the citizens of
the United States, previous to the more serious
attacks, which were to be simultanecus by -lard
and water, and were effectually to overthrow all
opposition on both. . o
On the 2d, the - Dritish -army marched from
Champlain :- on the 5th, it appeared in full force
before the village of Plattsburgh. . No sooner
was the intention of the enemy discovered, than
the militia were called out. Those of thé county
of Clinton assembled on the 2d September, near
‘the village of Chazy, where they took a posix -
tion under command of lieutenant colonel Mil~
ler.  On the following day, general Wright toek
a -position, with his. brigade, seven miles in ad-
vance of Plattsburgh. . On .the advance of the
enemy, colenel.» Apling, who was placed with
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hig'cbrnmand on the lake road, fell back to Dead
creek, where he posted himself, and impeded the
approach of the pursuers so much by blocking
up the passage, that the enemy was compelled to
alter his course toward the DBeekmantown road.
On the morning of the 6th, the advance of the
enemy attacked the militia, about 700, under
general Mooers, and a small detachment of regu-
lars commanded by major Wool. Unfortunately
a part of the militia broke and fled; the remain-
der, together with the regulars, made a bold and
masterly opposition, retiring slowly and regular-
ly before a large force for six miles, when they
were reinforced within a mile of Plattsburgh by
a captain Leonard and a few . men, with two
pieces of artillery.  This force, by taking ad-
vantage of the cover of a stone wall, made a
-stand, and checked the progress of the enemy,
until overpowered by superior numbers, it retired
as before, slowly, dealing death among the ene-
my, until it reached the south bank of the Saranac,
where the pursuit of the enemy was effectually
checked, and he forced to retire. From this
time until the morning that was to decide the
fate of Plattsburgh, and perhaps of Albany, con-
tinual skirmishing was kept up,-each party pre-
paring itself for the bloody conflict. The enemjy
occupied an extent of about three imiles; he e-
rected seven heavy batteries, and fully supplied
himself with all the usual means of attack. The
Americans were engaged in annoying the enemy
and strengthening their own works.- The 11th
was fixed on for the attack byland and water, "At
-9 o’clock’in the morning of that day, the enemy’s
fotilla on Lake. Champlain, passed Cumberland-
head. It consisted of 1 frigate of 32 guns, 1~
brig of 22 guns, 2 sloops of 10 guns each, and
several galleys: 'The American fleet lay in Cum-~
berland-bay, opposite Plattsburgh.  The enemy,
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superior in vessels, guns, and number of meu,

advanced,. with that confidence which his 'suipe-

riority ‘of force inspired; and the bloody con-

flict began. Commodore Thomas Macdonough

commanded the American flotilla. Undaunted,

he- waited the attack, trusting in the heroism of
a little band, which seemed determined to con-

quer or die. For two hours and fifteen minutes

the contest was maintained with an obstinacy,

which, while it added to, or rather perfected

the renown "already acquired by the American

seamen, did not disgrace the vanquished. Mo-

desty seems to be a quality highly possessed by

the naval commanders in the United States.— -
The following laconic letter, written to the sec-

retary of the navy by commodore Macdonough,

is at once a preof of medesty, and a notice of
suceess. )

* The Almighty has been pleased to grant us a
signal victory on Lake Champlain, in the capture of
one frigate, one brig, and two sloops of war, of the
enemy.” '

The American galleys were about pursuing
those of the enemy, that were making their es-
cape, but it being discovered: that all the vessels
were'in a sinking stite, it became necessary to
annul the signal to chase, and order {2’ men
from the galleys to the pumps. ¢ I could only,”
observed commodore Macdonough, ¢ look. at the
enemy’s galleys going off in a shattered condition,
for there was not a mast in either squadron that
could stand to make sail on; the lower rigging be-

_ing nearly all shot away, hung down as though
it had been just placed over their mast-heads.—
The Saratoga,” continued the commodore, ¢ had
fifty-fivé round shot in ler hull; the Confiance
(enemy’s vessel) one hundred and five”
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- The following is a comparative view of the
numnber and strength of the vessels engiged, and
the loss on board ‘them.

AMERICAN.
Guns. Men. Killed.Wounded. _

Ship Saratoga 26 210 23 29
Brig Eagle . 20 120 18 20
Schooner Ticonderoga 17 110 6 6
Sloop Preble 7 30 2 0
Ten Gun-boats 16 350 ) -3

Total 86 820 5 58

BRITISH.' 7

Frigate Confiance 39 300 50 60
Brig Linnet B 16 120 20 30
Chub (formerly Growler) 11 40, 6 10
Finch (formerly Eagle) 11 40 8 10
Thirteen Gun-boats - 18 . 550 0 0

Total 95 1050 18 110 .

Al the same hour that the fleets engaged, the
enemy opened his batteries on the American
forts, throwing hundreds of shells, balls and
rockets; and attempted, at the same time, to
cross the Saranac river, at three different points,
to assiult the American works., At the upper
ford he was met by the Vermont volunteers and
New-York militia.  Here a most_ interesting
conflict took place; on the one side the best troops
of Britain, led on by her most consmmmate offi- -
eers, men and officers- selected from  these. sol-
diers, who, under cemmand of the duke of Wel-
lington, had acquired the character of ¢ invin-
cible;” men who had conquered in Portugal,
Spain, France, and the Indies; on the other
side, men not reared ‘to arins, not used 1o bt~
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tle; most of them bern since their sives had
immortalized themselves in combat: on this
same ground, the descendants of the * Green
Mountain-boys,” and of those heroes who ‘con-
quered at Smatooz, &e.  The object of contest
was great; on it was, probably; to hang every
future event of the war. The enemy foucrht for

the recovery of a territor 5. which would mal e his’

king the most powerful prince in the world; the
officers looked to places of emolument, pensions,

rants of land, titles of nokility, stars, garters,
“ribbands, plunder, honours and riches in a
thousand shapes and forms: the honest Ameri-
can yeomen sought neither pay mor pecuniary
reward, beyond “the. daily stipend of a soldier.
But yesteldﬂ.y they were at their ploughs, to-day
they grasped their - rifles, and huruud to the
threshold of their countr y—their ultimate reward
was to be a confirmation of the liberties entuil-
ed on thiem by their sires, a continuance of thut
independence they were determined to preserve,
or not to survive. tThe couihct was influences
by feelings which drew forth the utmost excr-
tions of both parties, and subgtltut o, ddespera-
tion on one side, and unbending: Patriotisin
on the other, in place of that “indiffereace. or
cowardice, which so often leods to disaster and
disgrace. Several times were the enemy repulsed,
.‘evezal times did he return to she ford; aston-
ished at this obstinate resistance from woedsmes,

suddenly assembled .on theoucas\-ion, the enemy .

yet believed thoy muut give way; aguin he ad-

vances, again he is puLcu ; Astolis] hed, cou-
founded, dlsma,y’*d he 1<_111 24t no longer invin-
cible, he aciknowledges defea pfeat from whom ?

Let -Wellmcri'on s men answer; or let them send

for a reply fo the mouatains of Vermont, or the
w'dexncso of New-Yoik. - At the bridge near
tae vdhgz ke was repulsed by the piguets, and the
sedl.
e



254 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

brave riflemen, under captain Grosvenor, and
lieutenants Liamilton -and Riley: and at the
bridge in the town he was foiled by the guards,
block-houses, and the artillery of the forts, serv-
eid by captains Alexander Breoks, Richard-, and
Smith, and lieutenants Munford, Smitl, . and
Cromwell. The enemy’s fire was returned with
effect from the batteries; by sun-sct seven of his
newly raised batteries were silenced, and he was
seen retiring to his camp. Beaten. by lund and
water, the ' DBritish governor-general withdrew
kis artillery; and raised the siege. Under fuvour
of a dark night, he sent off his heavy baggage,
and retreated with his whole army towards Ca-
nada, leaving his wounded in the ficld, and a
vast quantity of provisions &and munitions of
war, which he had not time to destroy. The
Bght trooys, volunteers and militia, vursued him
on the following day, capturing several seldiers,
zd’ covering the escape of a great number of
descriers: bad weather prevented the pursuit
to be continued” beyond Chazy.  Thus have
14,000 regulars, with the best British. cfiicers, -
and the best military equipment, been beaten by
a regular force of only 1500 men, and 2500
militia and volunteers; the militia ccminanded by
general Mooers, and the volunteers by general
Streng.  The enemy having retired ‘from re-
publican ground, the militia and volunteers were
dismissed. ‘

The official return of the loss of the Ameri-
can regulars, amounted to 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant,
1 musician, and 34 privates killed,—total 87; 2.
subalterns, 1 scijesnt-major, + sericants, 2 corpo-
rals, 4 musicians, and 49 - privates, wounded—
total ¢2; total killed, wounded, and [ missing,
119.

General D<Comb states the loss of the en~

- emy, on the land and lake, at not less than 250
men. :
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While glory and victory attended tlie armies -
of the United States, the navy continued increas-
ing its number of victories; and private armed
vessels carried destruction to the enemy in every
sea. Even in the British chaanel the enemy felt
that his thousand ships of war could not pring
safety to his traders. Insurance to cross the
channel rose from a few shillings to five guineas
per cent. :

In lat. 27, 47 N. lon. 80, 9, on the 29th April,
1814, the U. 8. sloop of war Peacock, fell in
with his Britannic majesty’s brig Epervier, ra-
ting and mounting 18 82 pound carronades, with
128 men. The Epervier struck her colours at-
ter .an action of 42 minutes, and the loss of 8
men killed, and 15 wounded. Two men were
slightly wounded on board the Peacock. Doth
vessels arrived at Savannab, the prize being with
difficalty kept above water.. The damage suf-
fered by the two vessels will be seen by the fol-
lowing extract from the official report of captain
Warrington. '

_“ This, (the disabling of a fore-yard) with a few
top-masts, and top-gallant back stays cat away, a few
shot through our sails, is the oaly injury the Pea-
cock has sustained. Not a round shot touched our
hull; our masts and spars are as sound as ever.—-
When the enemy . struck, he had five feet-water in
his hold, his main top~mast was over the side, his
.main boom shot away, his foremast cut nearly in
two, and tottering, Ihis fore rigging and stays shot a.
way, his bowsprit badly wounded, and 45 shot holes
in his hull, 20 of which. were within a foot of his
“water line,” '

The Epervier had 120,000 dollars in specie
on board. »

The United States’ sloop of war Frolic, Jo~
seph Bainbridge, commander, was captured, af-
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ter a chase by H. B. M. frigate Orpheus, of 26
guns, on the 20th April. A court of inquivy, held
on-board the U. S. frigate Constitution, at
New-York, the 20th April, 1815, gave their o-
pinion, ¢ that -the ‘same was not lost, through
the fault, inattention, or negligence, of captain
Bainbridge.  The court also reported favour-
abiy on. the conduct of the officers and crew of
the Frolic. -

His DBritannic majesty’s sloop of war Rein-
decr, was captured the 28th June, 1814, in lat.
48, 36 N. and lon. 11, 15 W. by the U. S. sloop
of war Wasp, captain J. Blakely. The action
commenced at 26 minutes after 3 P. M.; at 45
minutes past 3, the enemy was carried by board-
ing. 'The action, for the short time it lasted,
was severg, and both vessels and crews suffered
conziderably. The loss on board the Wasp, was
principally occasicnied by wepelling the enemy,
m two aitempts which he made to board. The
Reindeer mounted 16 24-pound carrorades, 2
long 6 or 9-j.cunders, and a shifting 12-p und
catronade, with a complement of 1Jg picked
men, called from their appearance, ¢ the pride
of Plymouih.” The Reindeer was literally cut
to picces, and so complete a wreck, in both hull
and rigging, that it was found necessary to de-
stroy her.  Her commander, (William Manners,
csa.) and 22 petty officers and seamen, were
killed; wounded dangerously, 10; severely, 17;
slightly, 15—total killed and wounded, 75.

On board the Wasp there were five killed, " and
21 wounded. 8ix round shot struck the hull of
the Wasp; a %4-pound shot passed through the
fore mast, and a considerable humber of grape
struck, but did not penetrate ler sides. The
Wasp arrived at L'Orient the 8th July. :

The Wasp sailed frem L’Orient on the 27th
August. At half past 9 o’clock, P.M. the st
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September, . engaged a vessel, supposed tobLe a
farge brig of war, and forced her to strike her flag, '
at 12 minutes past 10. In a few minutes, cap-
tain Blakely discovered.another brig, and -pre-
pared for action; at.36 minutes past 10, 2 brigs
i sight, when the Wasp was compelled to re-
linquish her prize. Thé Wasp lost 2 men killed,
and bad 1 man wounded. The enemy, after
his surrender, was heard asking assistance, and
said he was sinking. The enemy’s vessel proved
afferwards to be the Avon. By the British de-
tails, it was acknowledged that the two vessels
which came in aid of the Avon, were the Castili-
an and Tartarus, each of them ‘of force equal
to the Wasp. The Aven went to the bottom, af-
ter the surviving part of Irer crew was removed
on board the other British vessels.. The Avon
was in the Delaware in 1810 ; she then carried
1882 pound, carrcnades, besides bow and stern
guns. . ‘

The Essex, captain Porter, the smallest frigate
© in the American navy, was destined to prove im-
mensely injurious to the enemy. Her cruise in
the Pacific ocean has supplied ample materials
“for an -interesting volume. Captain Porter not
only protected the American shipping agaiust the
numerous letters of marque, which the ¢nemy
had sent into those seas, but rendered these very
letters of marque tributary.to his plan of de-
stroying the enemy’strade, particularly in-the
fisheries. ) »

. Capt. Porter sailed from the Delaware, the
27th October, 1812. On his passage to Rivo de
Janeiro, he captured: the British packet Norton,
and took out of her 11,000 pounds- sterling, ia.
- specie. He arrived at Valparaiso on the 14th:
‘March, 1813, where he obtained a full supply of
provisions. He then ran down along the coast
-of Chili and Peru, fell in with & Peruvian cersair,

X 2
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which had on beard 24 Americans, the crews of
two whale ships she had captured on the coast.
He threw the guns and ammunition of the cor-
sair into the sea, liberated the Americans, and
afterwards reca},tured one of the vessels as she
was entering the port of Lima.

From Lima, captain Porter proceeded for the
Gallipagos islands. 'While among this groupe of
lqlanda, he captured the fol]omng Blltlbh ships,
(letters of marque,) employed clueﬂy in the Sper-

maceti whale fishery.
Tons. Mevz szs Pze:ced_ﬁn

TMontezuma 270 21 2

Policy 176 26 10 18
Georgiana 280 25 6 18 .
Greenwich 888 25 10 20
Atlantic . 355 24 8 - 20
Fose 220 21 8 20
Bector 270 25 11 20
Catherine 270 29 8 18
Yeringapatam 857 51 14 26
Charlten 274 21 10 18 -
New-Leulander 959 23 8 18

Sir A, Hammond « 801 381 12 18-

3456 502 107

The Atlantic received the new name of the
Essex-Junior, was cqul},ped with 20 guns, and
her command given to lieutenant Downs.

Lientenant Downs conveyed some of .the priz-
es to Valparaiso; and Capt. Porter, on the re-
turn of lieutenant: Downs, proceeded with the
other prizes to the island of Nooaheevah, where
he overhauled his ship, took on board a supply of
provisions, and sailed for tlhie coast of (,luh, on the
1¢th Decembel, 1818.

‘Previcus to sailing from Nooaheevah, he e~
eured hlS prizes rnder the guns of a battery,
which be erected fr thcn protection, and left
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the battery in charge of lieut. Gamble and 21
marines, with orders to repair to. Valparaiso, af-
ter a certain period. A friendly intercourse was
established  with the natives, and the island ta-
ken possession of, in the name of the United
States. He arrived on the coast of Chili,. the
12th January, 1814.

The captain detailed his success in the follow-
ing words: : ‘

]

- “Thad completely broke up the British naviga-
tion in the Pacific; the vessels which had not been
captured, were laid up, and dared not venture-out.
The valuable whale fishery there is entirely destroy-
ed; and the actual injury we have done them, may
be estimated: at two and a half millions of dollars,
independent of expenses of vessels in search of me.
They have furnished me amply with sails. cordage,
cables, anchors, provisions, medicines, and stores
of every.descrivtion : and the slops on board them.
have furnished clothing for the seamen. We had,
in fact, lived cn the evemy since I had been in that
sea, every prize having proved a well found store-
ship for me. "I had not -been under the necessity
of drawing bills on the department for any cbject;
and had been eaabled to make considerable advances
to my . officers and crew on account of pay.”

After arriving at Valparaiso, he found himself
blockaded by -two British ships; the Phacbey
commodore Hillyar, carrying 30 long 18 pound-
ers, 16 32 pound carronades, 1 howitzer, and 6.
3 pounders ‘in. the tops, and a complement of 320
men-: and the Cherub, mounting 28 guus, and.
having a complement of 180 men ; making, to-
gether, 81 guns, and 500 men. :The force of
the issex was 46 guns—40 32 pound carronadesy
and 6 long 12s; her. crew amounted to 255 mefi,
"The Essex-Junior mounted 26.guns—10 18 pound.
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, -
carronades, and 10 short 6s, with only 60 men
on board.’ .

Captain Porter having sought in vain to bring
on an action, with any one of the enemy, had re-
solved on putting to sea, in the hope of outsailing
them. On the 28th of March, 1814, during a
fresh blow of wind, the Essex parted her lar-
board cable, and dragged the starboard anchor
directly tosea. Finding himself in this situation,
he hoisted sail, and got under way. On round-
ing a point of land, a heavy squall struck the
ship, and carried away ber main topmast, precipi-
tating the men, who were aloft, into the sea.
Being chased by the two enemy’s ships, and
unable to- gain his former anchoraze, he ran
close into a small bay, about three quarters of a
raile to leeward of the battery, on. the east side of
the harbour, and let go his anchor within pistol
shot of the shore. _

It was in this situation that his crippled ship
and reduced crew were attacked in a neutral port,
contrary to the laws of nations, by two ships of
the enemy. The Essex was carried—but a prize

“has never been bought at a dearer rate.  The ac-
tion lasted nearly two hours and a half. © The
Cherub, from her crippled ‘state, was cempelled
to haul off, but continued to fire at a. distance,
from her long guns. The Phoebe also chose, af-
ter suffering considerably, to fire from a distance
with her long guns, while the Essex could not
veach him with her carronades. There never
was a ship more cut up than the Essex, nor that
suffered more, in men.. Seventy men, including
officers, were all that remained after the. action,
capable of doing duty, and many of these se-
verely wounded. ,

The enemy continued firing for several mi-
nntes, and killed and wounded .many of the
crew of th‘e Essex, after her colours were struck,
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and an opposite gun fived, to show that resist-
ance had ceased. Captain Porter conceiving it
was intended to refuse quarter, was on the point
of hoisting his celours, and selling his life as dear.
as pcssible, when the fire of the enemy ceased.
The Phaebe was so cat up, that she was with
great difficulty worked into Valparaiso, and it
scemed doubttul, even after she came to anchor,
whether she could be repaired so as to enable
her to double Cape Hern. She had eighteen
twelve pound siiot through her, below her wa-
ter line. Nothiiig but the smoothness of the
water saved her from sinking.  IHad the Pheebe
and Cherub dared to come beoldly into close
action they would undoubtedly have been de-
feated. ' :

The enemy’s loss in men cannot be ascer-
tained, but must have been very severe. That
of the Essex was— :

Killed and have since died of their wounds, 58

Severely wounded, - - - - 39
Slightiy wounded, - - - - 26
Missing, - - - - - - 31

Total, 154

It was agreed between captain Porter and
commodore Hillyar, that the Essex-Junior should
be disarmed, and employed as a cartel, to bring
captain Porter and his men to the United
States, to be there exchanged for an equal num-
‘ber of British prisoners, of equal rank. On the
5th July, the Fissex-Junior arrived off New-York,
and was overhauled by the British ship Saturn.
Captain Porter, judging from the conduct of the
British officer, that he would violate the terms-
under which the KEssex-Junior had sailed, took



262 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

to his boat, and after rowing and sailing 40 miles,
reached Long Island.

The winter season, rendering it difficult and
dangerous for an enemy’s fleet to remain on the
American coast, to the northward of Virginia,
it was conjectured that his blockading squadron
would be moved to the southward ; - nor was the
conjecture ill founded. It was his intention to
effect something more permanently useful, than
the robbing of private property. A general a-
larm prevailed among the inhabitants, particu-
larly in the cities along the sea-coast. It was also
ascertained that great preparations were makin
and several thousand men collected in the West
Indies, with the avowed intention of invading
“some of the southern states. N

At 4 o'clock, P. M. on the 15th of September,
1814, Fort Bowyer, on Mobile Point, was attack-
ed by a superior "British naval and land force.
The naval force: was under command of Sir
H. W. Percy, and consisted of 2 ships, from 24
to 23 gums, mounting 32 pound carronades;- two
brigs from 16 to 18 guns, mounting 24 pound
carronades; and 38 tenders. The land forces con-
gisted of 100 marines under command of colo-
nel Nichols, a body of Indians under command
of captain Woodbine, and a battery of a 12 poun-
der and a howitzer, under direction of an officer
of the artillery. The American effective force
was about 120 men, of whom not more than
90 were engaged.

At 4, P. M. the enemy’s leading ship, called
the Hermes, having approached sufficiently near,
the guns of the battery opened on her; at 20
minutes past 4, the engagement became general.
Soon after this time, the iﬁx'itish land forces were
put to flight by discharges of grape and cannister
from a 9 pounder. At 5, P. M. the guus of the
Hermes were silenced and she drifted out, and
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grounded within 600 yards of the battery, where
she continued to be fired on, until night. At
sun-set, the other vessels cut their cables, and-
stood off, under a tremendous fire from the bat-
tery. At a quarter past 7, the Hermes appeared
to be on fire; at 10, her magazine blew up,,

1t was learned from deserters, that 150 of the crew
‘of the Hermes were lost, that 85 were killed or
wouuded on board the other ship, and several on
board the other vessels. The American loss was
4 killed and 5 wounded. Major William Law-
rence com manded &t the fort. On the 16th,
the enemy’s fleet stood out to sea.

The appearance of 50 or 60 vessels of the ene-
my in the mouth of the Mississippi, rendered it
_almost certain that the city of New Orleans
would be an object of attack. ' The advance of
the enemy was announced, in general orders, on
the 14th December, 1814, by governor Claiborne ;
and on the 18th, general Jackson reviewed the
militia, preparatory to meeting the enemy. Mar-
tial law was declared on the 16th. The woods=
men from Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi ter-
ritory, and Kentueky, hastened to the scene of
honour and of glory; and men of different lan-
guages and manners prepered to emulate cach
‘other in defence of a common country, and a li-
berty in which they alike participated. '

On the 13th December, the enemy’s flotilla
gained the Pass Christian, and was proceeding,
evidently, against the U. 8. gun vessels, then at
anchor off bay St. Louis. The gun-boats retreat-
ed during the night, to the Malhercaux islands,
Lake Borgne, where the wind and tide forced
them to remain. At day-light, on the 15th, the
enemy advanced with 42 heavy . launches and
gun parges, mounting 42 guns, of 12, 18, and
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24 caliber, and 3 light gigs, with 1200 men, com-
manded by captain Lock er.

At ten minutes before 11 A. M. he commenced
an attack on the flotilla, consisting of gun- -boat
No. 5, 5 guns, 36 men, sailing master Ferris ; Igun
boat No. 23, 5 guns, 39 men, lieutenant M<Kee-
ver; gun boat No. 156, 5 guns, 41 men, lieuten-
ant Jones; gun boat No. 162, 5 guns, 35 men,
lieutcnant Spedden; and gun-boat No. 163, 3
guns, 31 men, bmhno-mastcr Ulrick ;—total 23
guns, and 182 men, th¢ whole under com-
mand of lieutenant Thomas Ap-Catespy Jones,

~of boat-156. : -

The sloop Alligator, (tendcr) of one 4 pounder

“and 8 men, not bemo able to join the flotilla,

was captured before the action with the gun-boats
commenced.

The gunboats were taken in succession, and
each boat, when taken, added to the enemy’s line

cof attack. The action continued uvntil 40 min-

utes past 12, when the last of the gun boats was
surrendered.

Considering the impiense disproportion of the
parties, the ¢ action was su: :tained, on the part of
the Americans, with a skill, braver y, and persever-
ance, unexampled, even in the most spirited
of the actions which (hsungum‘ed the - Ameri-
can seamen i the eaxlv part oi'the war. Five
snall vessels, and a few men, maintaining ‘a con-
test for an hour and a half, against a swarm of
Licavy barges and gun boats, which closed and near-
lJ/ surrounded thun, was a sight unparalleled
it the annals of naval heroism. 'The loss-of the
enemy, in killed and wounded, was estimated by
licutenant” Jones to exceed 800, among \/nom
were an unusuzl quantity of ofucel\.

‘The capture of this flotilla gave to the ene-
my a free entrance into lake Ponchartrein, ex-

cept what resistance they might meet from =
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small fort commanding the passage of the Re-
golettes. _ )

- The enemy, having gained the command’of
the lakes, was enabled to effect a passage to tlie
Mississippi, at a peint about nine miles from New-
Orleans.  General Jackson advanced against him,
determined to attack him in his first position.
The attack was made in the night of the 234
December, at balf past seven o'clock. It was
commenced by a fire from: the schooner Caroline,
which dropped down the river, in order to open
on.the rear of the camp. 'This was the sig.
nal for Gen. Coffee to fall on the right, while
Gen, Jackson attacked the left near the river.—
It resulted honorably to the American arms;
but produced nothing decisive. The enemy’s
force amounted to about 3000 men; that of Gen.
Jackson did not exceed 1500. The conflict last-
ed an hour, and was supported with great firm-
ness. ‘Gen. Jackson remained on the field until
four o’clock in the morning, when he took a new
position twd miles nearer the city; having lost
in this affair 24 killed, 115 wounded, and 74
missing—total 2183. '

The enemy succeeded, on the 27thy in blowing
up the Caroline, (she being becalmed,) by means
of hot shot from a land battery, erected in tlie
night. On the 25th he advanced with his whole
force, against general Jackson, in the hope of
driving him from his position, and with this view
opéned a fire with bombs and rockets, at the
distance of about half a ‘mile. The enemy was
repulsed with a loss of about 120 men. The A~
mericans lest 7 killed and had 8 wounded. '
. On Sunday morning, the 1st January, 1815,
the enemy had advanced within 600 yards of the
American breast works, under cover of night
and a heavy fog; and bad erected the precedin
‘night three diffrert batteries, mrounting in 'aﬁ,
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15 guns, from 6’s to 82’s. About eight o’clock,
when the fog cleared off, they commenced a most
tremendous fire upon the Americans, but it was
amply returned by them, and a heavy cannon=-
_ading was kept up, without the least inferval.on.
either side, except that cccasioned by the explo-
_sion of a magazine in the rear of one of the
American batteries, and another magazine in the
night, owing to the enemy’s Congreve . rockets.
By four .o’clock in the afternoon, the Americans
"had dismounted all the enemy’s guns, except
~two. They retreated, during the night, to their
-strong hold, about a mile and a quarter from the
American camp. Twice did the enemy attempt
to storm and carry the American batteries, but
were as often deceived. - On new-year’s day, the
"loss of the Americans was 11 killed, and 23
badly wounded. That of the enemy, from the
accounts of two prisoners taken on that day, and
three deserters afterwards, must have béen much
greater. ) s

According as the woodsmen arrived to the
.aid of general Jackson’s army, they were disposed
of to the best advantage, for the purpose of de-
fence; but these forces not being of a very effi-
«clent nature, especially as the men could not be’
all provided with the necessary arms,. the general
could not attempt any thing against an enemy,
who was thus lelt to pursue, undisturbed, his la-
Dborious operations.

During the days of the 6th and 7th, the en-
emy had been actively employed in making pre-
parations for an attack on Jackson’s lines.—
‘With infinite labour they had succeeded on' the
night of the 7th, in getting their boats across
from the lakc to the river,- by widening and
deepening the canal, on which they had effected
their disembarkation.

General Jackson was on the left side of the ri-
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ver, patiently waiting the attack. General Mor-
gan, with the New Orleans contingent ; the Loui-
siana militia, and a detachment of Kentucky
troops, occupied an entrenched camp on the op--
posite side of the river, protected by strong bat--
teries on the bank, superintended by commodores
Patterson. , :

On Sunday, the 8th, at 6 1-2 o’clock, A.M.
the enemy began a very heavy cannonade upon
the American lines, from his batteries of 18 and
12-pounders, supported by the musketry of 2500
men, who marched in close columns, and ad-
vanced nearer than musket shot distance to the
entrenchments, armed with™ rockets, obuses and:
facines, to storm the batteries; they directed
their principal attack against the head of the’
line, flanked by the river, and upon the left rest--
ing upon the cipress swamp, as well as against
the tirailleurs and riflemen, placed above the
said swamp ; the roaring of the guns, and firing-
of the musketry, lasted two hours and a quare
ter; the enemy’s mortars, although directed a--
gainst the centre, did no harm to- the troops;’
the bursting of their bombs in the works was:
of no effect. Two British officers, and one
French engineer; of the name of - Rennie, who.

§ the- summit of the American para~
pet; “'was killed or wounded, and made prison-.
ers; (the engineer and one- colonel was kill-
ed;) after this terrible affair, the field, in front:
of the works, was strewed with British wounded:
and killed:. : o

General Jackson thus briefly details the particu-
lars of attack. ‘

“In my encampment every thing was ready for:
action; when- early on the morning of the 8th, the-
enemy, after throwing a shower of bombs and Con-»
greve rockets, advanced their columns at my right:
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and left, to storm my entrenchments. I cannot
speak sufficiently in praise of the firmness and de-
liberation with which my whole line received their
approach. More could not have been expected from
veterans inured to.war. Tor an hour the fire of
small arms was as incessant and severe as can be
imagined.—The artillery, toa, directed by officers
who displayed equal skill and courage, did great ex-
ecution. Yet the columns of the enemy continued
tb advance, with a firmness which reflects upon them
the greatest credit. Twice the column which ap-
proached me on my left was repulsed by the troops
of general Carrol, those of general Coffee, and a di-
vision of the Kentucky militia, and twice they form~
ed again, and renewed the assault. At length, how-
ever, cut to pieces, they fled in confusion from the
field, leaving 1t covered with their dead and wound-
ed.”

. Simultaneously with the attack on general
Jackson’s lines, an attack was made on the
works of general Morgan. 'Had the enemy been
met with resolution in this attack, it must have
produced his entire destruction; but, unfortu-
nately, the Kentucky rcinforcements ingloriously
fled, drawing after them, by their example, the
remainder of the forces, and leaving the batteries
to the encmy; not, however, until after the
guns were spiked. While general Jackson was_
preparing to dislodge the enemy from the cap-
tured battery, the DBritish troops were withdrawn,
and the post re-occupied by the Americans.

The return of the killed, wounded, and pri-
soners, taken at the battle of Mac Prardie’s
plantation, en the left bank of the Mississip-
pi, on the morning of the 8th January, 1815,
and five miles below the city of New-Orleans,
consisted of—killed, 700; wounded, 1400; pri-
soners 500—total 2600.

Among the slain were general sir Edward
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Packenham; the chief] and general Gibbs, the
third in command; general Keane, the second in:
command, was severely wounded. ~General Lam--
bert succeeded to the command.

His total loss, in the different engagements,-
was not probably less than 3500; and was, by
many, supposed to exceed 4000. The loss to tha
Americans, on the 8th, on both sides of the ri-
ver, was 13 killed, 39 wounded, and 19 missing ;
total killed, wounded, and missing, this day, 71;
of this number there were but & killed, and 7
wounded, in the action of the line.

The enemy intended to pass Fort Philip, in
order to co-operate with thie land forces in the
attack on New-Orleans. On. the ¢th Jannary,
at half past 2 P.M. the. enemy’s bomb-vessels -
opened . their fire against the fort, from 4 sea- -
mortars, 2'of them 13.inches, and 2.of 10, ot so
great a.distance, that the shot from the fort could
not reach him,. The enemv’s fire continued witly-
little intermission, and withs little interruption
from the fort, during the 10th, 11th, 12¢h, 13th,
14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. On the even-
ing of . the 17th, a heavy mortar was got-in rea~
diness, and opened - on the encmy with great ef-
fect. At day light on'the 18th, the enemy retired, -
after having thrown upwards of 1000 heavy shells,
besides small shells from the howitzers, round
shot and grape, which he discharged from boats,
under. cover of the night.. Scarcely ten feot of
the garrison remained untouched; yet the loss of
men was small, consisting of 2 killed, and 7
wounded. This saving of men was owing to the
great pains taken by the officers to keep their men
“under.cover.® ‘ ‘

All the enemy’s movements, after the action of
the 8th of January, were calculated to secure his
retreat, should sich prove necessary, as appear-
ances then indicated that it would.. Their. in~

Y 2.



270 HISTORY OF THE WAR.

tention was, however, masked by a menacing at-
titude, as if preparing for a renewal of the attack
on Jacksorr’s line. ~They had erected baiteries to
cover their retreat, in advantagecus positions,
from their original encampment to the Bayou,
through which they entered lake Bourgne. The
cannon placed on these batteries could have rak-
ed a pursuing army in every direction. The sit-
nation of the ground through which they retired
was protected by canals, redoubts, entrench-
ments, and swamps, on the right; and the river
on the left. ,

In this state of things, Jackson had an oppor-
tunity of showing his prudence, as “he before
proved his courage, and by uniting both qualities
perfected the general. Since the action of the
sth, the artillery on both sides of the river was
constantly employed in annoying the enemy.
An. attempt to storm his batteries would have
produced great slaughter among the Americans,
been doubtful of success, and might possibly
have induced the enemy to delay his departure.
1t was therefore resolved by general Jackson to
secure the advantage obtained, with the least pos-
sible loss or hazard. : .

All hope which the enemy had of reducing
fort Philip vanished; and on the night of the
18th, they precipitately decamped, and returned
te their shipping, leaving behind them 80 of their
wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artillery, and an
“immense number of ball, having destroyed much
of their powder. ] : '

Mr, Shields, purser in the navy, wrote letters
on the 16th and 17th of Jaouary, to M. Niles
‘oi Baltimore, containing much information, from
which the following is extracted.

« The day after the gun-boats were taken, I was
sent down under a flag of truce to ascertain the fate
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of our officers and men, with power to negociate an:
exchange, especially for the wounded. But the en-
emy would make no terms—they treated the flag
with contempt, and myself, and the surgeon who-
was with.me, as prisoners,. until the 1Sth instant. He
has now lowered his tone, and begs the exchange-
that we offered.> Defeat has humbled the arrogance
of the enemy, who had promised his soldiers forty-
eight hours pillage and rapine of the city of New-
Onleans?”

On the authority of judge Poindexter, it is
stated, that ¢ .the watch-word and countersiomn
of the enemy, on the morning of the 8th, was
¢ praUTY 4AND BooTY ?  Comment is unneces-
sary on these significant allusions held out to a
licentious soldiery.  Had victory declared on
their, side, the scenes of Havre de Grace, of
Hampton, of Alexandria, and of St. Sebastians,
would, withcut doubt, have been re-acted at New
Orleans, with all the unfeeling and brutal inhn-
manity of the savage foe with whom we are con-
_tending.”

Thus ended, in disgrace and discomfiture to
the enemy,-an expedition which occupied seve-
ral months . in’its preparation, and was. composed
of at least 10,000 trdops, drawn from almost
every part-of the world, where the British had.
garrisons or soldiers, Nothing was left undone
to secure the occupation of an immense province,
and the command of a river extending thousands
of miles through the most feitile countries in
the world; and on which several of the United
- States depended as an outlet and market for their

produce. ’ T »

That a permanent occupation of New-Orleans
and the state of Louisiana was. intended, ' can
scarcely be doubted. The fact that revenue and
other civil officers, -to reside at New-Orleans;
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“were: on board the fleet, is'a sufficient evidence:
of this fact, as well as it is of the certainty with
which victory was counted on; mnor is- this ren-
dered: doubtful by the circumstance that the bat-
tle was fought after the treaty of peace was ra-
tified by the British government.  The expedi-
tion against- New-Orleans- ‘was planned long l/Je—»
fore the signing of peace, and at a time when the
wavering and quibbling policy of Kngland induc-
ed the Awmerican commissioners. at Ghent to
write to their government, ¢ that no- hopes of
peace, . as likely to vesult from it, (the negociation)
could be entertained.”

From an official account, it appeared that
the number of men under command of general
Jackson, and actvally engaged against the en-
emy on the &th January, amounted to 4,698.—
The encmy’s force, by Lis own account, excecd--
ed 10,000. : a

By an ariicle in a Jamaica paper, of the 3d
December, it was stated that the expedition
then prepared to go against' the United States,
under command of sir Alexander Cochrane, and.
major-general- Keane, (the same that afterwards
enteved the Mississippl,) consisted of 1 ship of 80
guus, 5-of 74, 3 of 50, 1 of 44, 6 of 38, 2 of 36,
20f 32, 3 of 16, 2-of 14, and 3 of 6 guns—total
28; carrying 1084 guns, besides a great number
of cutters, transports, &e.. - .

_ On the 21st Jan. general Jackson lirected an
address to be publicly read at the head of each of
the corps compositig the lines near New-Orleans:
It must bave beern a difficult and delicate task to
do justice to individuals, where all acted so well,
proving, in tiie geueral’s words, “ that a rampart
of high minded men is a better defence than . the
most regilar fortification.” i _

This acdresscontained the following emphatical
paragraph, ; ,
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“ Reasoning always from false principles, they
(the enemy) expected little opposition from men
whose officers even were not in uniform, who
were ignorant” of the rules of dress, and who had
never been caned into discipline—fatal mistake!
a fire incessantly kept up, directed with calmness,
and with unerring aim, strewed the field with the

rave officers and men of the column, which slowly
advanced, according to the most approved. rules
of European tactics, and was cut down Dby the
untutored courage of the American militia. Un-
able to sustain this galling and unceasing fire, some
hundreds 'nearest the intrenchments called for
quarters, which was granted—the rest, retreating,
were rallied at some distance, but only to make
them a sprer mark for the grape and cannister

shot of our artillery, which, without exaggera-

tion, mowed down whole ranks ‘at every dis~
charge; and at length they precipitately retreated
from the field.”

The following officers and volunteers are par-
ticularly noticed by the general; generals Coffee,
Carroll, Adair, -de Flanjac, Villere, Morgan,
Humbert, (acting as a volunteer) Mexican;

field marshal Don Juan de Anavar, (volunteer;).

colonels Ross, Dyer, Gibson, Elliott, M‘Rea,
Perry, de la Ronde, Haynes, Platt, Anderson,
(killed) and adj. gen. col. Butler; lieut. col..
Lauderdale, (killedl;) majors Hinds, Blanche,
Carmac, St. Geme, Nicks, Chotard, Davis, Hamp-

ton, Tatum, Lacalliere de la Tour, and la Caste

and Dagnin, commanding two corps of coloured
mens captains Baker, Humphreys, Savary, Beal,
Qgdeén, Lewis, Livingston, Letebre, Planchard,
Smith, Griffin, Mahon, (killed) Pace, (killed)
and the brothers Lafitte and Dominique, and Bel-

luche, (Baratarians;) lieutenants M¢Clellan, (kil-.

led,) ‘Dupy, Spotts, Kerr, Alexis, Crawford, (kil-
led,) and Leach; commodore Patterson, captaia

~
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Henley, lieutenants Norris and Growly, and mid-
shipman Erasmus Watkins, of the navy; aids-de-
camp Thos. D. Butler, John Reed, Livingston,
Duncan, Grymes, Duplessis and de Castera; doc-
tors Keer and Flood; judge Lewis, (volunteer;) -
and Messrs. Chaveau, Hiriart, Latrobe, Gilbert,
Bosquet, and Decoin.

Several desperate characters, citizens of the
United States, as well as foreigners, natives -of
different countries, had associated themselves in-
to & band of pirates, under the chief Lafitte, and
had taken up their residence in the- island of Bar-
ataria, near the mouth of the Mississippi. The
government of the United States caused this un-
lawful establishment to be broken up. The ex-:
pedition against the Baratarians, took possession
of all the piratical vessels, their prizes, and a
considerable quantity of arms and property, with-.
out opposition, on the 16th September, 1814.
The vessels thus taken consisted of six schooners,
and one felucea, eruizers and prizes of the pirates
cne brig, a prize, and two armed schooners, both "
in line of battle with the armed vessels of the pi~
rates. The establishment on shore, which was-
also taken possession of, consisted of about 40
houses. The pirates had mounted on their vessels:
20 pieces of cannon, of different calibres, and their-
number consisted -of between 800 and 1000 men,
of all natiens and colours. The expedition a-
gainst the pirates was commanded by com. Pat-
terson, of the navy, having on board a de-
tachment of land troops, under command. of colo-
nel Ross. . ’

The Baratarian pirates took partin the defence
of New-Orleans against the British, and were:
both active and serviceable. It was also satisfac--
torily ascertained that they had, previous to their
dispersion, refused an alliance with the British,.
rejecting the most seduciug terms of invitation..
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Induced by these considerations, and at the re-
commendation of the general assembly of the
‘state of Louisiana, the president of the United
States granted to such of them as aided in defence
-of New-Orleans, a full pardon for all offences a-
gainst the laws of the United States, committed
- previous to the 8th January, 1815. :
‘The enemy, after being defeated near New-Or-
leans, turned his attention to the state of Geor-
gia; and, from appearances, intended a visit to
Savannah. The unprepared state of Georgia,
and the dreadtul character of the enemy, caused
a great alarm among the inhabitants of the state.
- On the 11th January, 1815, the enemy, to the
number of 1500 or 2000 men, effected a landing
-on Cumberland island. On the 13th, Point-Petre
was carried by storm; and on the following day,
St. Mary’s capitulated, in consequence of a flag
sent from the inhabitauts of the town. The enemy
evacuated Point-Petre and St. Mary’s, the 21st
January, after burning the barracks and blowing
up the fort. Had the enemy attempted Savannah,
be would have met a reception similar to thatexpe-
rienced at New-Orleans. No peopleever turned out
more generally, or with greaier alacrity, than the
men of Georgia. The militia, in every part of
~ the state, were in motion, when the news of peace,
and retreat of the enemy, reached them: While
the enemy was marching against Point-Petre,
capt. Massias, of the 1st U. 5. rifle corps, at the
‘head of 60 men, "attempted to -oppose ‘1000,
committed considerable havoc among the enemy,
.and retreated, with the loss of 1 killed, 4 wound-
ed, and 9 missing. | - o
The fortress of Mobile, within the limits of
‘the purchase of Louisiana, had been retained by
the. Spaniards, notwithstanding its puichase by
the United States. The war. between Great Bri-
tain and the United States rendered. it necessary



276 - HISTORY OF THE WAR.

to occupy this place, lest it should fall into the
possession of the enemy. On the 15th April,
1813, general Wilkinson appeared before it, at
the head of a respectable force; when, the garri-
son being summoned to surrender, the Spanish
~troops were immediately embarked for Pensacola,
and Mobile taken possession of by the United
States’ troops. .
Pensacola, although a' Spanish post, was not
properly entitled to the character of neutral. The
conduct of the Spanish governor left no doubt as
to his attachment to the British, and his hostile
disposition toward the United States. -~ -
Pensacola was an asylum for hostile Indians;
at Pensacola they were armed, provisioned, and
paid. Pensacola was a depot of British arms,
o home for traitors to the United States, and a
place of rendezvous for every ally of the enemy,
whether white, black, or red. ,

Assoon as the war in Europe was likely to end,
and Britain at liberty to direct her whole force
against the United States, the understanding with -
the governor of Florida became less masked, and
the %ritish officers boldly dated their public acts
from ¢« Head-Quarters, Pensacola !”

It was, under. these circumstances, determined
to attack the British at their ¢ head-quarters,”
and to storm the town, although defended by
strong batteries, and supported by seven armed
British vessels inthe bay. On the 7th November,
1814, the assault was made, under the command
and direction of general Jackson. The following
animated report of the assault was made by gene-
ral Jackson, in a letter to governor Early <’

“I entered sword.in hand, with about 3000 brave
£ l}oyvgrs, in the fac_e' of Spanish batteries, and
@ British fleet of 7, sail, anchored abreast and “op-



BISTORY OF THE WAR. 277

posite the town.  The English, by intrigue and base
fulschood, induced the Spaniards to abandon the
works commanding the harboir, entered them, and
blew them up, otherwise they would have fallen a
sacrifice to their own plans. 'When this took place,
the fleet being at libe-ty to g out, did so; and I
evacuated-the tows, leaving the Spaniards favourably .
impressed with our conduct, and disgusted with their
British friends.”

Fort Bowyer was closely besieged by land and
water, on the 8th February, 1815, by a very large
force of the enenyy. The garrison consisted of
abont 360 men, including officers, commanded
by Lieut. Col. W. Lawrence. The enemy ad-
vanced by regular approaches, and was “within
certain muasket shot of the parapets of the fort, on
the land side, when the garrison 'was surrendered,
on the 12th, by capitulation. There were but
fow lives lost on either side. ‘ B

On the 24th February, 6 barges of the enemy
proceeded up the river St. Mary’s, with a view
to burn the mills belonging to Mr. A. Clarke—
They were opposed by a tew patriots from the Flo-
rida shore, when the beats tacked about-to re-
treat; at this moment, about 20 men attacked
them froni an ambush on the opposite shore. The
enemy was thus placed between two fires, which
continued to gall him until he reached a part of
the river, where, by keeping the centre, he was
beyond the reach of the fire from both shores.
The enemy lost upwards of 100 men. The A-
mericans had only one man wounded.

The U. 8. ship  President, com. Deeatur, sail-
ed on o craise frem New-York, the 14th January,
1815. The ship, in going over the bar, grounded,
and suffered so wrucir in'consequence, as evidently
to aftect her sailing ; and was the cause ©of her
subsequent - capture, by a superior forcé of the
enciny, At 5, A, I, onthe 15th, the President

r

Z
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fell in- with the enemy’s squadron, consisting of
the Majestic, razee, Endymion, Pomone, Tenedos,
and Despaich, brig. © The injury done to the Pre-
sident, when 'she grounded off the Hook, prevent-
ed her outsailing the enemy’s fleet. The Endymi-
on (mounting fifty guns, 24 pounders, on the
aain-deck) having approached within gun-shot,
commenced a firing at 5, P. M. more with a view
to delay than to try strength witlr the President.
“The latter, however, was enabled to bring her guns
so far to bear, as to silence the Endymion, and
«to put her, by 8 o’clock, fully out of combat, so. -
much crippled, that she could with great diffionl-
ty be worked, or kept afloat. 'The near approach
. .of the other ships obliged the President to.- aban-
don a vessel, that must, if not supported by her.
.consorts, have surrendered. The Pomone and
Tenedos came up and engaged the President _at
~ the same time, the Majestic being also within gun-
shot. It being useless and imprudent to engage
so overpowering z force, commodore Decatur
struck his flag, ‘and went on board the Majestic,
' where he delivered his sword to captain Hays,
“the senior officer.of the squadron, who politcly re-
“turned it.  The written parcle granted to comnio-
dore Decatur, specified his having surrendered the
President to_a ¢ British squadron;” "thus silenc-
ing those who wished to have it understood, that
the commodure struck his flag to = single ship.
The prige-money arising from the capture of the
President, was divided among the crews of the
- squadron by which she was captured.”, ' ,
~The loss on board the enemy could not be as-
certained; that of the President consisted of 24
killed, and 50 wounded. © Among the killed were
lieutenants  Babbit, Hamilton, and Howell,
Commodore Decatur, in his official report, wrote
that “a considerable number of his killed and
wounded was from the fire of the Pomone; and
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that the Endymion had on board, in addition to
her own crew, 1 lieutenant; T master’s mate, and
50 seamen, belonging to the Saturny  and when
the action ceased, was. left motionless-and unman=
ageable, until she bent new sails, rove new rigging,.
and fished her spars; nor did she join the squa~
dron until six. hours after the action, and. 3 houra
after the surrender of the President.” . ' "

The U. S.frigate'Constitution, captain Stewart,
sailed from Boston in December, 1814, Wlien
off Madeira, on the evening of the 20th Febru-
ary, 1815, she fell in with his Britannie majesty’s
ships Cyane and Levant, which she captured, af-
ter an action of 40 minutes.. s '

The Cyane is a frigate built'ship, mounting 34
carriage guns, viz. 22 32-pound carronades on
the gundeck, 8 32-pound carronades on-the quar-
ter deck, 2 18-pound. carronades, and 2 long 9s
on the forecastle, with-a complement of 175 men.
The Levant mounted 21 carriage guns, viz. 18
24 pound carronades, 2- long 9s, and a ¢hifting 12«
pounder on the top-gallant forecastle, witha coms=
plement of 150-men.—The enemy’s vessels suffer=
ed severely in-spars, rigging, and sails.. - The Con-
stitution received little injury, having but 4 men

- killed, and 10 wounded. FThe €yane had 7 killed
“and 17 wounded ;- the Levant, 9 killed and 17
wounded.. -

‘On the 128l March,.the Constitution and herpri-
zes-fell in. with three British frigates, . The frigates
kept together in chase of the Constitution, lest,
by separating, they might be. captared in’ succes=
sion. The Constitution.outsailed. and-escaped the
enemy’s squadron’ “the Cyane arrived at New=
York; and the Levant was attacked and. taken by
the British.squadron, in the harbor of Porto Pray«=
a, in the island of St. Jago, in . violation of* the
peutrality of the port,.and.contrary. to the. laws of:
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nations, 'The Coustitution arrived safely in the
United Stutes. : -

Ou. the 19th July, 1818, the U. S. bxig of war
.Syren, of 16 guns, was captured, after a chase of
1 heurs, by his Britannie majesty’s frigate Med-
way. During the chase, the Syren threw over-
board all hier guns, koats, anchors, cables, and
‘spars. o .

. On the 25th May, ¥813, the president of the
~ United States informed congress that his majesty
the emperor of Russia had offered his mediation
in order to facilitate a peace between Great-Britdain
and the United States; that the offer was accepted
by the president, and that three citizens had been
eommissioned to treat accordingly,

Ou the meeting of congress in Peecmber fol-
lowing, the president, in his message to both hous=
s, intormed them that Great-Britain had declined
negociating under the mediation-of Russia. _

Notwithstanding this refusal of the British go-
vernment to .accept the Russian mediation, the
British ambaesador at the court of St. Peters-
buigh, directed a letter, in Septembet, to the Rus-
gian government, intimating a desire to treat ime
mediately with the American plenipotentiaries.

Lord Castlereagh, secretary of state to his
Britannic majesty, enclosed a copy of the above
note, in a letter of the 4th November, te the
secretary of state of the United States, at the
city of Washington, proposing that the two go-
vernments would emter into direct negociation for
a termination of the war, on terms that would be
mutually advantageous; and that the negociations

“would be entered into at Gottenburg or London.
The proposition ‘was promptly acceded to Ly the
American government, fixing on Gottenbufg as
the place of negociation. ’

The senate confirmed, on the 19th January,,
1814, the nomination by the president of John
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Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry. Clay,
and Jonathan Russel, as ministers to treat for-
peace with British commissioners at Gottenburgh..
It was afterwards agreed that: the treaty should
be held at Ghent, ‘

So indecisive and. equivocating. was- the con-
duct of British® ministers, that mamy persons,
doubted whether. airy commissioners would be’
appointed on the part of Britain; and, whenw
appointed, it was pretty generally believed that.
the appointment was merely- pro forma, without
any intention to. agree to reasonable terms of
peace.

The British- government appointed, as their:
_commissioners, lord: Gambier, Flenry Goulburn,.
esq. and William- Adams, esd.. - Theserpersonages
arrived at Ghent the 6th~,Augﬁst;

At the first meeting with the. American:com-
missioners terms were offered-on the part of Eng-
land, so. degrading and offensive to- the- United
States, that it. was impossible to accept.them;
and as some of them were offered in the f%rin of a
sine qua non,- there remained not a-hope of a
speedy negociation of hostilities,. '

The news,. when arrived in.the United States,.
roused at. once the pride and:the euergy of the
nation; and produced a union of sentiment.that’
presaged future glory and success, o
- It was now evident, that the megociations at:
Ghent hung on these then pending. before a:
congress of the ministers of several potentates
assembled at Vienna,. for settling a géneral peace:
in Europe.. \ : -

It is easy to conceive that the task to be per--
firmed by thie congress at Viennma was difficult..
Wrapped up in state secrecy, and influcnced by
state intrigues, the course of megociation at Vie:
enna was in a great degree withheld from the pub-:
lic eye.. The continued armaments of European:

Z 2.
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‘powers, and the military parade with which the
duke of Wellington appeaved in Belgium, even
before the emperor of Elba ceased to be a pen-
sioner of Louis XVIIL led to the suspicion that
the rights of Eurepean sovereigns must be set-
tled by a new eftusion of the bleod of their sul-

Jects. )
“Whatever motive may have influenced the

British government, it is certain, that a very sud-
den change of tone was produced en’ their part.
The consequence was, that o treaty of peace-
between Great Britain and the United States was
signed at Ghent,-the 24th December, 1814, lord
Gambier, Henry Goulbura, and William Adams,.
as commissioners en the pait of Kngland; and
by John Quincy Adams, J. A. Bayard, Henry
Clay, Jonathan Russel, and Albert Gallatin, as.
commissioners on the part of the United States;
ratified at London the 28th of the same month,
and ratified at the city of Washington on the 17th
February, 1815.

‘On the ¥8th February, 1815, the president of
the United States caused a preclamation to be
published, of which the following is* 4 copy; to-
gether with the treaty of peace.

S

JAMES MADISON,.
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES- OF AMERIEA,.
To all and- singular t0.whom thiese presents shall come, giecting,

' 'WHEREAS, a treaty of peace and amity between the Unit—"
ed States of America, and his-Britannic majesty, was signed
at Ghent, on twenty-fourth day of September, one thousand
eight hundred and fourteen, by the plenipotentiaries respecs
tively appointed for -that purpose; and the said treaty having:
been, by and with the advice and consent of the senate of the
Vuited States, duly acéepted, ratified, and confirmed, on the
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seventeenth day of February, one thiousand eight Lundred and
fifteert ; and ratified copies thereof having been exchanged:
agreeably to the tenor of thie said treaty, which is in the
words. following; to wit:’

Treaty of peace and amity. between his. Britannic: majeity and’ the
nited States of America.

His Britannic majesty and the United: States of America, de-
" sirous of rerminating the war which has-unhappily subsisted
between the two countries, and? of restoring, wpon principles
of perfect reciprecity, peace, friendship, and good understand-
ing between them, have, for that purpose, appointed theip-
respective plenipotentiaries, that is 10 say: his Britannic ma-
jesty,. on  his. part, las appointed the right honours.
" able. James lord’. Gambier, late admiral of the white,.
nrow admiral of .the red squadron. of his majesty’s fleet;
Henry Goulburn, esquire,’ a4 member of the imperial
pariiament, and under sccretary of state, and William. Adams,
“esquire, doctor of civil laws:—and the president of the United
States, by and with the advice and consent of the senate
thereof, has appointed John Quincy Adams, James A, Bayard,
Henry Clay, Jonathan. Russel, .and Albert Gallatin, citizens
of the United States, who, after a: reciprocal .communication
of their respective full powers, have agresd upon’ the follow..
jng.articles, ST - .
: ARTICLE THE FIRST:

There shall be a firm and universal peace between: his Bri«
tannic majesty and the United States, and between their res-
pective countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, of e-
very degree, without exceptioh of pldces or persons. All hos-
tilities, both by sea and land, shall cease as soon as this treaty
shall have been ratified by hoth parties, as hereinafter men-
tioned, All territory, places, and possessions whatsoever,
taken from either party by the other, during the war, or which
may be taken after the signing of this treaty, excepting only
the islands hereinafler mentioned, shall be restored without
delay; and without causing any destruction,”or carrying away
any of the artillery or other public property originally cap-
tured. in_ the said forts or .places, and which shall- remain
therein upon the. exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,
or any slaves or other' private propeérty. And all -archives,
records, deeds, and- papers, either of a public natare, or be-
longing to private persons, which, in the course of the war,
may have fallen into the. hands of the officers of either party,
shall be, as far as may be practicable, forthwith restored and
delivered to the proper authorities.and persons to whom they
respectively belong. . Such of the islands in the bayof Ias-
samaquoddy as. are clainmed by both parties, shall remaiy. in
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the- possession of the - party in whose occupation they may. be
at the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,.
until the decision respecting: the title to the said islands shall
have been . made in conformity with the fourth article of this
treaty. No disposition made by this treaty, as to such pos-
sessions Of the islands and territories claimed by both parties,
shall; in any mannmer whatever, be cousirued to- affect tiiec
right-of either. : ‘

1

ARTICLE THE SECOND. ‘

Immediately after the ratifications cf. this- treaty by both-
parties, as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent te the
armies, squadrons, officers, subjects and citizens, of the two.
powers to cease from.all hostilities:: and to prevent all cause
of complaint which might. arise on account of the prizes-
which may be taken at sea after the said ratifications of this
treaty, it is reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and effects
which may be taken after the-space of twelve days from the
said ratifications, upon all parts of the coast of North A-
mierica, from: the latitude: of twenty-three degrees north, to-
the latitude of fifty degrees north, and as far eastward in the
Atlantic ocean, as the thirty-sizth degree of west longitude
from the meridian of Greenwich, shall be restored to each-
side:. that the time shail be thirty days in all: other-parts of:
the Atlantic ocean, north of the equinoctial line or equator,.
and the same time' for the British and Irish channels, for the
gulf of Mexico, and all parts of the West Indies: forty days-
for the North seas, for. the Baltic, and for all parts of the
Mediterranean: sixty days for the Atlantic ocean,.south of the
equator, as far. as the latitude of the cape of Good Hope:.
ninety days for every part of the world south of the equator:.
and cne hundred and twenty days for all other parts of . the.
world, without exception.

ARTICLE THE THIRD, :

All prisoners of war taken on either side, as well by land:
as by sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable after.the ra--
tification of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, on their pay-
ing the debts which they may have contracted during their:
captivity. The two contracting parties respectively engage to:
discharge in specie, the advances which may have been made
by the other, for the sustenance and maintenance of such pri--
soners.

ARTICLE THE FOURTH.

‘Whereas it was stipulated by the second articlein- the treaty:
of peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, be-
tween his Britannic majesty and the United- States of America,
that the boundary of the United States should comprehend-ail
islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the-
Uuited States, and lying between lines to be drawn due east
from the points where the aforesaid boundaries, between No-



HISTORY OF TIIE WAR. 285

w2 Scotia on the one. part, and East Florida on the other, shall
respectively touch the bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean,’
excepting such islands as now are, or heretofore have been,
within the limits of Nova Scotia; and. whereas the severat
islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the bay
of Faudy, and the island of Grand Menan in the said bay of
Fundy, are claimed by the Usited States as being compre-
bended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands
are claimed as belonging to his Britannic majesty, as having
been at the tizne of, and previous to, the afotesaid treaty of
ofie thousand seven hundred and eighty-~three within the limits.
of the province of Nova Scotia. In order, therefore, finally

to decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be-

referred to two commissioners, 1 be appointed in the follow-
ing manner, viz. one commissioper shall be appointed by his.
Britannic majesty, and one by the president of the Uhbited
States, by and with the advice and consent of the senate there-
of, and the said two commissioners so appointed shall be sworn
impartially to examine and decide upgn the said claims accord-
ing to sych evidence as shall be laié before them on the part
of his Britannic majesty and of the United States respec-
tively. ‘The said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in
the province of New Brupswick, and shall have power to ad-
“journ to such other place or places as they shall think fit,
The said commissioners shall, by a declaration or report under
their hands and ‘seals, decide to which of the two contracfing
parties the several islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in
conformity with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of
~one. thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. And if the
said commissioners shall agree in their decision, beth parties.
shall consider such decision as final and conclusive. It is fur~
ther agreed, that in the event of the 'two commissioners dif-
fering upon all or any of the matters so. referred to them, or
in the event of both or either of the said commissioners re=-
fusing, or declining, or wilfully omitting, to aet as such, they
shall make, jointly of separately, a report or reports, as well
to the government of his Britannic majesty as to that of the
United States, stating in detail the points on which they differ,
and the grounds upon which their respective opinions have been
formed, or the grounds upon which they, or e¢ither of them,
have so refused, declined, or.omitted to act. And his Britanuic
majesty, and the govcrnméntv of the United States hereby, a-
gree to refer the report or reports of the said commissioners
to some-friendly soveréign or state, to be then named for that
purpose, and who shall be requested to decide on the differ-
ences which may be stated in the said report or reports, or
upon the report of one commigsioner, together with the
grounds upon which the gther commissioner shall have re-
fused, declined, or omitted to act, as the case may be.. And:
if the commissioner so refusing,' declining, or omitting to
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det, shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds upom whick
he has so done, in soch manner that the said statement may'
be referfed to-such friendly sovereign or state, togetber with-
the report of such other commissioner, then such sovereign
or state shall decide ex parte upon the said reportalone. And'
his Britannvic muajesty and the government of the United®
States, engage to consider the decision of some friendly so-
vereign or state, to be such and conclusive on‘all the matters'
so referred. ) i
ARTICLE THE FIFTH.

' Whereas neither that point of the high lands lying due north
fromi the source of the river St. Croix, and designated,. in the
former treaty of peace between the two powers, as the north-
west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the northwesternmest head’
of Cornecticut river, has yet been ascertained ; and whereas-
that part of the boundary line between the dominion of the
two powers, which extends from the source of the river St. .
Croix, directly north to the above-mentioned north-west angle
of Nova Scofia, thence along the said highlands which divide
those rivers that empty themselvesinto the river St. Lawrence,
from those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the northe
westernmost head of Connecticut river; thence down along
the middle of the river to the forty-fifth degree of north lati-
tude; thence by a line due west on said latitude until it strikes
the riverIroquois, ot Cataraguy, has not been surveyed: It ie
agreed that for these several purposes two. commissioners shalf
be appointed, sworn, and authorized, to act exactly inthe man«
ner directed with respect to those mentioned in the next pre-
ceding article, unless otherwise specified in the present article.
‘The said commissioners shall meetat St. Andrews, in tlie pro-
vince of  New-Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourm:
“to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The
said commissioners shall have power to ascertain and determine
the points abovementioned, in conformity with thie provisions
of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven hundred
and eighty three; and shall. cause the boundary aforesaid,,
from the source of the river St. Croix,to the river Iroquois-
-or Cataraguy, to be surveyed and marked according tc the
said provisions, The said commissioners shall make a map of
the said boundary, and' annex to it _a_declaration under their
Hands and’ seals, certifying it to be the true map of the said
bovndary, and particularizing the latitude and Iongitude of
the north-west angle 6f Nova Scotia, of the northwesternmost:
Bead: of Counecticut river, and: of such other points of the-
same boundary as they may deem proper. And both parties
agree to consider such map-and declaration as finally and con-
elusively fixing the said boundary. And in the event of the-
aai:_i two commissioners differing, or both'or " either of them re
fusing, declining, or. wilfully omitting to “act, such reports, de=-
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~clarations, or statements, shall be made by them, or either of
them, and such reference to a friendly sovereign or state shail
‘he made, in all respects, as in the latter part of the fourth ar-
ticle is contained, and in as full a‘manner as if the same was
‘herein repeated. . :

- " JARTIGLE THE SIXTH.

" ‘Whereas, by-the-former treaty of peace, that portion of the
'boundary of the ‘United States, from the point where the
~forty-fifth degree of north latitude strikes theriver Iroquois, or
Cataraguy, to the lake Supeérior, was declased to be “along
the middle of said river into lake Ontario ; through the mid-
-dle of said lake until jt strikes the cemmunication by water
-between that lake and lake Erie; thence along the middle of
‘said commupication into lake Erie; through the middle of that
lake until it - arrives ar the water communication into the lake
Huronsg thence through the middle .of said lake to the water
-communication between that lake and lake Superior ;”—and
whereas .doubts have arisen, what was the middle of said river,
Jakes and -water communications, and .whether eertain islands
-lying in the same were within the dominions of his Britannic
majesty or of the United States: In order, therefore, finally
‘to decide these doubts, they shall.be referred to two commis-
~sioners, to be appointed, sworn, and duthorized to.act, exactly
in the manner directed with respect 1o those mentioned in the
-mext preceding article, unless otherwise specified in this present
article.~The said commissioners shall meet, in the first instance,
at -Albany, in the- state of New-York, and shall have power
ito adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit.
“The said commissioners shall, by .2 report or declaration,
under their hands and seals, designate the boundary through
the said river, lakes, :and -water communications, and decide to
which of the two contracting parties the several islands lying
within the said river, lakes, and water ‘communications, do re=
spectively "belong, in conformity with the.true intent of the
‘said treaty of one theusand seven hundred and eighty three.
And both parties agree to consider such designation. and decis
-gion as final and eonclusive.  And in the event of the said two
~conmmissioners differing, or both or either of them refusing, de-
<lining, or wilfully ‘omitting to act, such reports, declarations
or statements shall be“made by them, or either of them,aund
such reference to a friendly sovereign or -state, shall ‘be made,:
in all respects, as in the latter part of the fourth article s,
eomtained, and in as full 2 manner as if “the_same-was herein
Fépeated. - ' o

ARTICLE THZ SEVENTH. v

. Tt is further agreed, that the said two last mentioned om-
issioniers, after they -shall -have executed the duties assigned
1o tlieth in the preceding article, shall be, and they “are hereby
authorized, upon their oaths, impartially to fix and determine,
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according to the true integt of the said treaty of peace, of
one thousand seven hundred and eighty three, that pirt ol the
boundary between the dominions of the two powers, which ex-
tends from ‘the water communication between lake Huron and
lake Superior, to the most north-western poiit of the lake of
the Woeds; to decide to which of the two parties the several
islands lying in the lakes, water communications, and rivers,
ferming the said boundary, do respectively belong, in-conform~
dty with the true intent of the said treaty of peace, of one
‘thousand ‘seven hundred and eighty three; and to cause
such parts of the said boundary as rcquire it, tobe surveyed
-and marked. The said commissioners shall, by a report or decla-
ration under their hands and seals, designate the boundary afore-
‘said, state their decision on the poiuts thus referred, to them, and

particularize the latitude and longitude of the most northe

western point of the lake of the Woods, and of such ‘other
parts of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And
both parties agree to consider such designation and decision as
final .and conclusive. And in the event of the said two com-
missioners differing, or both or either of them refusing, de-
clining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations,
or statements, shall ‘he made by them, or either of them, and
such reference to-a friendly sovereign or state, shall be made in
all respects, as in the latter part of the fourth article is con-
tained, and in as full 2 manner as if the same was herein re-
peated.
ARTICLE THE EIGHTH.

The several boards of two commissioners,” mentioned in
the four preceding articles, shall respectively have power to
2ppoint 2 secretary, and to employ such surveyor, or ether
persons, as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of all their
respective reports, declarations, ststements and decisions, and
of their accounts, and of the journal of their proceedings,
shall be delivered by them to the ageuts of his Britannic mae
jesty. and to the agents of the United States, whe may be re-
" -spectively appointed, and authorized to manage the business
. on behalf of their respective governments. The said commis-
sioners shall be respectively paid in such masner as shall be

2greed between the two contracting parties ; such agreement

being to be setiled at the time of the exchange of the ratifica-
tions of this treaty. —And all other experces attending the
said commissioners shall be defrayed equally by the twa jwre
ties. Andin case of death, sickness, resignation, or necessary wb-
sunce, the place of every such commissivner respeciively shu!l be
sapplied in the same manner as such commissioner was firss ap=
pointed ; and the new commissioner shall take the same oath
or affirmation, and do the same duties, 1t is further agreed
' berween the "two contracting parties, that in case any of the
islands mentioned in any of -the preceding articles, which were
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in the possession of one of the parties prior to the commence~
ment of thHe present war between rthe two counntries, should,
by the decision of any of the boards of commissioners afore-
said, or of the sovereignor state so referred to, as in the four
next preceding articles contained, fall within the dominions
of the other party, all grants of land made previous to the
commencement of the war by the party having had such
possession, shall be 2s valid as if such island or islands -had, by
such decision or decisiens, been adjudged to be within the do-
minions of the party having had such possession,

ARTICLE THE NINTH.

‘The United States of America engage to put an end, inimes
diately after the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities
with all the tribes or nations of Indians, with whom they
may be at war at the time of such ratification ; and forthwith
-to restore to such tribeés or nations respectively, all the pos-
sessions, tights, and privileges, which they may have enjoyed,
or been entitled to, in one thousand eight bundred and eleven,
previous 1o such hostilities ; provided always, that such tribes
or natiens shall agree to desist from all hostilities against the
-United States of America, their citizens and subjects, up-
on the ratification of the present treaty being netified to such
tribes or nations, and shall so desist accordingly. And his
Britannic- majesty engages on his part,to put an end, imme-
diapely after the ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities
with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom he may be

- at war at the time of such ratification; and forthwith to re=
store to such tribes or nations respectively, all the possessions,
rights, and privileges, which they may have enjoyed, or been
entitled to, in one thousand eight handred and ‘eleven, pre-
vious to such hostilities; provided always, that such tribes or
nations shall agree to desist from all hostﬂ’ities against his
Brirannic majesty and his subjects, upon the ratHfication
of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations,
and shall so desist accordingly. ' :

ARTICLE 1HE TENTH,

Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with the
priaciples of humanity dnd justice, and whereas both his mae!
jesty and the United States are desirous of continuing their
efforts to promote its entire abolition ; it is hereby agreed, that
both the contracting parties shall use. their best endeavours to
gecomplish so desirable an pbject. : ' '

: : | ARTICLE THE ELEVENTH.

""'This treaty, when tlhre same shall bave been ratified on both
sides, without alteration by 'either of the comtracting partiesy
and the ratifications .mutually exchanged, shall be binding
on both ‘parties; and ile ratifications shall be exchapged at

Ad
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Washington, in the space of four moaths from this day, ot
aaoner if practicable,
In faith-whereof, we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals.
Done in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth day of
December, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen.

(L s.) -GAMBIER,

(. 59 HENRY GOULBURN,
(s WILLIAM ADAMS,

(. s) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS,

(- <) J. A. BAYARD,

(e 8) H. CLAY,

(e s JONA. RUSSELL,

(L. s. ALBERT GALLATIN.

Now, therefore, to the-end that the said treaty of peace and
-amity may be observed with- good faith on the part of the
‘United Ststes, ‘I, James Madison; president as afotesaid, have
caused the premises to be made public; and 1 do -hereby.en-
join all persons bearing office, civil or military, within the
Wnited States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants thereof,
or being within the same, faithfully to observe aad fulfil the
said treaty, and every clause and article thereof.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the

(r- 8.) United States to be affixed to these presents, and

signed the same with my hand. ’
Done'at thé city of 'Washington, this eighteenth day
_of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand -
eight hundred and fifteen, and of the sovereignty
.and indepeadence of the United States, the thirty
ninth.
JAMES MADISON,
‘By 'the President, g
JAMES MONROE, Acting Secretary of State,

~ The terms of the treaty being considered ho-
nourzble to the country, and_satisfactory to the
eitizens, their ratification was followed by the most
general iand enthusiastic_ joy, accompanied by
tiluininations, &c. &c. in every part of the union.
Referéhice being had in this treaty to that of
1783, it is thought proper, for the better under-
standing of the whole, to print, in this place, the
following copy of the said treaty. '



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 28

s
t—

DE.{"XNITIVE TREATY QF PEACE,
7 BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND  HS BRITAMNNI(
MAJESTY.

In the name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.

IT having pleased the Divine Providence to dirpose ke
hearts of the most serene and most potent prince George the
third, by the grace of God king of Great Britaln, France
and Ireland, defender of the faith, Duke-of Brouswick and
Lunenburg, Arch-treasurer and Prince elector of the muast
holy Roman empire, &c. and of the United States of Ameri-
ca, to forget all past misunderstandings and differences that-
have unhappily interrupted the good . correspondence aund
friendship which they mutually wish to restore,and to estab-
lish such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the
two countries, upon the greund of reciprocal advantages and
mutual convenience, as may promote and secure to both per-
petual peace and harmony : and having, for this desirable eud,
already laid the foundation of peace and reconciliation, by
the provisional articles sigaed at Paris, on the thirtieth of No.
vember, one thousand seven hundred and eighty two, by the
commissioners. empowered on each- part, which articles were
agreed to be insérted in; and to constitute the treaty of peace
proposed to be concluded between the crown of Great Britain
and the said United States, but which treaty was not to be
concluded until terms of peace should be agreed upon be-
tween Great Britain and France, and his Britannic majesty
should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly : and the:
treaty between Great Britain and France having since been
concluded, his Britannic majesty and the United -States of

- America, in order to carry into full effect the provisional ar-
ticles abovementioned, according’ to the tenor thereof, have
constituted and appointed, that is to.say, his Britannic majesty
on his part, David Hartley, esquire, member of the Parliameat -
of Great Britain; and thesaid Unitéd States on their part,.
John Adams, esquire, Jate a commissioner of the United States
-of America at the court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress
from the state of Massachusetts,.and Chief Justice of the said-
state, and Minister plenipotentiary of the said United States.
to their high'mightinesses the States General of the United.
Netherlands ; Benjamin Franklin, esq, late delegate in Congress
from the state of Pennsylvania, President.of the Convention of.-
the said state, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the United.
States of America at the court of Versailles; John Jay, esquire,
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late Presidenit of Congress, and 'Chief Justice of the state of
New York, and- ITiaister Plenipotentiary from the said United
States at the court of Madrid, to be the Plenipotentiaries for
the concluding and signing the present definitive treaty; who
after having reciprocally communicuted their respective full
powers, have agrced upon aud confirmed the following aricles:
) ARTICLE L .
His Britannic majesty acknowledges the said Uuoited States,
viz., New-Hampshire, Massachussets Bay, Rhode Islend 2nd
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, Mew-York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Detaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carclina,
South Carclina, and Georgizy to be free, sovereign, and inde-
pendgnt states; that he treats with themn as such; and for him.
self, his heirs and: sucéessors, relinquishes all claims to the
government, propriety and territorial rights of the same, and
every part thereof, :
: ARTICLE 11.
And that all . disputes which might arise in future, on the
subject of the boundaries of the said United Stares may be
‘prevented, it is héreby agreed and declared, that the following
are, and shall be their boundaries, viz. frem the north-west
angle of Nova Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed by a
line, drewn due nortb from the sourve of St. Crbik river to
the Highlands; along the said Highlands which divide those
rivers, that emnpty themselvés into the river St. Lawrence; from
“those which fall inte the Atlantic ocean, to the northi-wester-
most head of Connecticut river, thence down along the middle -
of that river to the forty-fifth degred of north latitude ; from
theiice, by a line dué¢ west on said Jatitudeé, until it strikes the
river Iroquois or €ataraquy; thence along the middle of said
river into lake Ontario, thiovgh - the middle of said lake un-
til it strikes the communication by water between that Jake and
Jake Erie; thenee along the middle of sdid communication in-
to lzke Lrie, through the middle of said laké until it arrives
at the water communication between that lake and lake Hu-
ron; thence alopg the middle of said water communication
into the lake Huron; thence through the middle cf said lake
to the watér communication between that lake and laké Su-
perior; thence through Jake Superior northward ¢f the isles
Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence through the
middle of said Long Lake, and the water communication be-
tween it and the Lake of the Wonds, to the said Lake of the
V7 oods; thence through thie said lake to' the most north-western
‘point thereof, and from thence on a due wést course to the
river Missistippi; thence by a line to be'drawn alsng the mid-
die of the said. river Mississippi, until it shall intersect the
northernmost part of the thirty-first degree of porth latitude,
South by a line to be drawn dué east from the determination
of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one de-
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grees north of the equator, to the middle of the river Apala.
chicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to itd
junction with the Flint river ; thence straight to the head of St;
Mary’s river; and thence down along the middle of St. Mary’s
river to the Atlantic ocean. East by a line 10 be drawun along
the middle of the river St. Croix, from its mouth in the bay of
Fundy to its source, and from its source directly nerth to the
aforesaid Highlands which divide the rivers: that fall into the
Atlantic ocean, from’ those which fall into the river St. Luw-
rence: comprehending all islands within tweaty leagues of any
part of the shores of the United States, and lyingy betweeir
lines to be drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid
boundaries between MNova Scotia on the oue part; and Easi-
Florida on the- other, shall respectively touch the bay of
Fundy and the Atlantic ocean; excepting such islands as nowe
_are, or heretofore have been within.the limits of the said pro=
vince of Nova Scotia.
. i ARTICLE IIf. ) )

It is agreed that the people of the United States shall cond
tinue to enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every kind.
on the Graud Bank,; and on all the ather banks of Newfound-
land; also in the-gulf of St. Lawrenece, and’ at alk other
places in the sea where the inhabitants of both countries used
at any time heretofore to fish; and also that the inhabitants of
the United States shall have liberty to take fish-of every kind
on such part of the coast of Newfoundiand as British fishsr-
men use, but not to dry or cure the same on that island; and-
also on the coasts; bays, and creeks, of all. other of bhis Bri.
tannic majesty’s dominions in America ; and that the American
fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in .any of the
unsettled bays, harbors and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen-
isTands; and. Labrador, so long as the same shall remuwn un-.
settled ; but so soun ae the same, or. either of them, shall Lo
setiled, it shall not be lawful for the sajd fishermen to dry or
cure fish at such settlement, without a previous agreemeny fur
that purpose with-the inhabitants, proprietors er possessors of
the ground, . o

ARTICLE IV.

It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with no
lawful impediment to the recovery. of the full value in sterling
money, of all bena fide debts heretofore contracted.

T ARTICLE Vi .

1t is agreed that the congress shall,earnestly: recommend it
to the legislatures of the.respective.states to provide for the
restitution of all estates; rights and. propertiss, which  have-
been- confiscated;. belonging to real:British-subjects, and alsv of
the estates, rights and properties of. persons resident in dise
tricts in the possession of his majesty’s arms, and who have net
borne arms against the paid United States. And that persons of
-wny other description shall havesfree liberty 10.go 10 .any paid

N Aa2
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of the thirteen United States, and therein to remain twelve
months, unmolested in their endeavors to obtain the restitution
of such of their estates, rights and properties, as may have
been confiscated; and that congress shall also earnestly re-
commend to the several states, a rc-consideration and revision
of all acts or Jaws regarding the prenidses, so as to render the
said laws or acts perfectly cunsistent, not only with justice and
equity, but with that spirit of Conmlmtmn, which, on the re-
turn of the blessings of peace, should umverully prevail,
And that congress shall also earnestly recoramend to the se-
veral states, that the estates, rights and properties of sach last
mentioned persons, shall be restored to them, they refunding
to any persons who may be new in possession, the bona fide
price (where any has been given) which such persons may
have paid on purchasing any of the said lunds, rights or pro-
perties, since the confiscavan. And it is agreed, that all per-
sons who have any interest in confiscated lunds, either by debr,
marriage settlements, or ctherwise, shall meet with no lawful
impediment in the prosecution of their just rights.

ARTICLE VI.

That there shall be nc future confiscations made, nor any
prosecutions commenced against any person or per-ons for,
or by reason of the part which he or they may have taken in
the present war; and that o person shall, on that account,
suffer any future loss or damage, either in his person, liberty,
or property; and that those who may bein confinement on
such charges, at the time of the ratification of the treaty in
America, shall be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecu-
tions so commenced be discontinped.

ARTICLE VII.

There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Bri-
tannic majesty and the said States, and between the subjects of
the one and the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostilities,
both by sea and land, shail from henceforth cease ; ‘all prisouers
on both sides shall be set at liberty, and his Britannic majesty
shall, with all convenient speed, and without causing destruce
ticn, or cunmg away any negroes, or other property of the
Amencam inhabitants, withdraw ail his armies, gerrizons and
fleets {rom the said United States, and from every post, place
and harbor within the same, leaving in all fordfications the
American artillery that may be therein; and shail also orden
and cause sll archives, records, deeds and papers, belunging
to any of the said states, or their citizens, which iu the course
of the war may have fallen into the bands o his ofiicers, to
be forthwith rescored and dclivered to the proper states aad
percons to whem they belong.

ARTICLE VIIIL. ‘

The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source

to the ocean, shall for ever remain free and open to the
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subjects of ‘Great Britain, and the citizens of the United
States.
-ARTICLE 1%, ‘ )

In case it should so happen, that any place pr territory be-
longing. to Great Britain or to the United States, should have
been conquered by the arms of either from.the other, before
the arrival of the said provisional articles in America, it is
agreed, that the same shall be restored without difficulty, and
without requiring any compensation.

< ‘ ARTICLE X. ‘

The solemn ratification of the present treaty, expedited in
good and due form, shall be exchanged between the con-
tracting. parties, in the space of six months, or sooner, if pos-
sible, to be computed from the day of the signature of the
present treaty. In witness whereof, we; the undersigoed,
their ministers plenipotentiary, have, in their name, and in
virtue of our tull powers, signed with our hands the preseut
definitive treaty, and caused the seals of our arms to be affixed
thereto. .

Dione at Paris, this third day of September, in the year of

cur Lord ene’thousand seven hundred aund eighty-three.
D. HARTLEY, (L. 8)
JOHN ADAMS, (r.s)
B. FRANKLIN, (L. s.)
JOHN.JAY, (L. s)

Having given in page 86 the list of the A-
merican navy as it stood at che commencement of
the war, it may -be considered interesting to
know how -the Lilliputian navy withstood an
en,emj"which was to have ¢ blown .it out of the
water.” The folloewing is the naval list of ship-
ping, inJune, 1815. "Those vessels whose ndmes
are marked (*) are such as remain of the naval
force before the war. Those marked (§) are
building. Those marked in Ielic are such as-
were captured from the British, during the .war.
The rest have been built or purchased during
the war. Those that are blank have no arma-
ment'at present. )

Rate.  Nawis of Vessels. Commanlers, Stations .

74 Ship Independencé Com, Bainbridge Boston -
74 Washington Chauncey ~ Portsmouth, N.



298 HISTORY ©F THE WAR.

Rate. Names of Vessels.. Commanders. Stations, e

74 Franklin§’ Smith Philadeiphia

T New Orleans§ Sacket’s Harbor-

74 Chippewa§ Do. do..

44 Guerriere Com. S, Decatur At sea

44 Java O. H. Perry Baltimore.

44 United States* J, Shaw Boston

44 Constitution*  C. Stewart At Boston

44 Plattsburg§ Sacket’s Farbow

44 Superior Do. do.

S6 Constellation®* C. Gordon At sea

36 Congress™* C. Morris At Boston

36 DMacedonian J. Jones At sea

82 Mohawk Sacket’s Harbor:

32 Con_ﬁ‘inle White Hall, N. Y.

bt} €yane N. York -

24 Saratoga White Hall, N. Y.

24 John Adams®* S Angus New-York

24 General Pike W. W. Crane Sacket’s Harbor

20 Madison E. Trenchard Do, de.

20 Aert S. M. Cooper Washington, D. C.

18 Haornet® J. Biddle Cruizing

18 Wasp J. Blakeley Do.

18 Peacock L Warrington Do.

18 Ontario J. D. Elliot At sea

18 Erie C. G. Ridgely New York

18 Louisiana* C. C. B. Thompson New Orleans

18 Brig Jefferson Sacket’s Harbore-

18 Jones M. T. Woolsey Do, do.

18 Epervier J. Downs At sea

18 Niagara Erie, Penn.

18 Lawrence Do. do,

18 Detroit Do. do.

18 Eagle White Hall, N. Y.

16 Sylph Sacket’s Harbor

16 Chippewa

16 Queen Charlotts Erie, Penn.

16 Saranac

16 Linnet White Hall, N. Y.

16 Boxer

16 Troup Savannah

14 Oneida T. Btown Sacket’s Harbor

14 Enterprize® L Kearney Boston :

12 Flarabeau J. B. Nicholson  Atsea

12 Spark T. Gamble Do.

12 Fire Fiy G. W. Rodgers Do.

9 Prometheus J. J. Nicholson Arrived atNorfolk
Etna (bomb) L, Alexis New Orleans



HISTORY OF THE WAR.

Rate, Nemes of Pessels,

11

B~y

Commanders,

20T

_. . Stations, c.

- IO B0 O D N Tt G T O

Caledonia
Ghent
Hunter

r. Nonsuch

"Ticonderoga
Spitfire
Torch

Lady Prevost:
‘Tom Bowline
Alligator

- Roanvke

Hornet

Lynx
Firebrand
Surprize
Despatch

Asp

Helen -
Porcupine

-

E. Haddaway

AL J: Dallas

W. Chauncey

B. D. Conkley
F. Forrest
'T. Dukehart

W, Atkinsen:

Gév, Tomkins.

Conquest
Ranger

Lady of the Lake

Amelia
Ontario

Fair, American
Pert . °
Asp
Raven:

Sleop Chub®

Fl‘ﬂﬂ/l‘- )
Preble
Montgomery
Buffalo
Camel - .
Tickler
President:

Ketel Spitfire

Vesnvius®
Verigeance

2 Galley Allen

2

0 19 9

Burrows
Borer, .
Nettle
Viper -
Centipede
Ludlow

- Do,

Erie, Penn,

Do. do.

Do. do.
Charleston, 8. C.

_ White Hall, N, Y,

At sea
. Do,
Erie. Penn,
At sea
New York |,
Wilmington, N.G..
Washington, D.C..
: do.
MWéw Orleans.
Do.
Norfolk
Baltimore
New Castle, Del..
Erie, Penn.
Sacket’s Harbor
Do. do..
Baltimore
Sacket’s Harbor
Erie, Penn.
Sacker’s Harbon

Do. . do:.
Do. do;
Do. do.
Do. do.

White Hall, N.Y.

Do. do.-
Do. - - do.
Do. do.
Off Reedy Island'
Do. do.

“New-Orleans

White Hall, N. Y.
Norfolk '
New York

Do s
White Hall, N. Y

Do. do,.

De. - do.’

Do. do.’
Do. do.
Do. " de.
do.

Do,
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Ratg. Numes of Pessels. Commanders., Stations, .
1 Wilmer Do. do.
3 Alwyn Do. do.
1 Ballard Do. do.

Barges from No. 1 to 15, inclusive, on Lake Ontario, mounting
each guns, and now at Sacket’s Harbor,

The old gun-boats have been chiefly sold.

It would be a curious question in political arith-
metic, to determine, wirat number of American
ships and their rates, would be sufficient to de-
stroy the British navy, taking the naval events
of the late war as a scale by which to calculate;
and how long it would take to provide the neces-
sary number of vessels, taking the increase of the
navy, during the war, as a ratio.

LIST OF AMERICAN PRIZES.

With the name of the Privateers, &c. and the number captused.
by each vessel, during the War.

- ( From Niles’s Re ister.)
Adams, U. S.ship 9 Champlain Piivateer 1.
Alert, boat, of Burlingtom, |Charles Stewart of Boston 1
lake CM“’P'}'“ ll(,‘hasseur of Baltimore 26
Alexander of Salem. Chauncey’s squadron on lake
Alfred of Salem 5 Ontario 22
Amelia of Baltimore 2).Chesapeake U. S. frigate 4
America of Salen 80'comet 29
Anaconda of New-York 3"Congress U. S. frigate Z)
Argus of BO“OI} 4Constitution, U. S. frigate 12
Argus, U. 8. brig SiDart 9
Argo of Baltimore UDash of Portland 9
Atlas Off I;}hlladelphla Q;David Porter of N. York 8
gﬁ?{:ﬂgre oisllf_‘::ltimore 1{David Porter of Boston 5
Bellona of Philadelphia pecatar of Newburyport 15
relp IDecatur of Charleston 2

Black Joke

Boats from Buffal ~Delisle of Baltimore 2
B::? ;C;mBosuz aloe O,Dfamond of Baltimore 1
Buck‘;;in of Sa‘l):m qnlofnede of Salem 11
Buakerhill of New-York - sg;‘l"c{e_d we ;alll 6
Cadet of Salem 2 P“ﬂ? B alem 29
Caroline of Baltimore 2 IE:"{:" of Boston ;’,
Catharine of Roston 1728
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Pliza I'Hunter 1
Enterprize, U. S. brig 81da of Baltimore 1
Essex, U. S. frigate 15 Indostry of Lynn 1
Essex Junior 3 Industry of Marblehead 1
Expedition of Baltimore 4iIndustry of Salem 1
Fair Trader of Salem 7{lno of Beston 2
Fairy of Baliimore 2lnvincibie of New-York 5
Fame of Salem 10|Invincibie of Salem 3
Fame of Thomastown 1{Jack’s Favorite 6
Flirt of New-York 1{Jacob Joues of Boston 1
Fl 1{James Munroe 1
Fox of Salem 4ijefferson 6
Fox of Baltimore 2iJoel Barlow 2
Fox of Portsmouth 28Jonquil of New.York 5
Franklin of New-York oliohn of Salem 12
Frolic, U. 8. sleop of war 1{John and George 1
Frolic of Salem 11}Kemp of Baltimore 16
Full-blooded Yankee 1|Lake Superior on 2
Galloway of New-York 1|L.ake Huron on 1
General Armstrong of New- |Lake Champlain en 8

York 8lLark 1
General Stark of Salem 4LLawrence of Baltimore 12
General Patnam of Salem leeac_b of Salem - 2
Globe of Baltimore 9|Leader
Gossamer 1|Leander of Providence
Governor ‘fompkins of New- (l.eo of Baltimore 1

York 21{Liberty of Baliimore

Governer M‘Kean of Phila.
delphia,

Governor Plumer of Ports-
mouth

Grampus of Baltimore

Grand Turk of Salem

Growler

Gun.boats

Harpy of Baltimore

Harrison of Baltimore

Hawk of Washington, N.C,

Hazard

Heary Guilder of N. York

Herald of New-York

Hero of New-York

Hero of Newbern

Hero of Stomington

High Flyer of Baltimore

Holkar of New-York

Holkar, boat

Hope

Horaet, U, S, sloop of war

18 Macedonian of Portsmoutlh

20 Marengo of New-Yerk
13Mammoth of Baltimore 2

Little George of Bostan
2/Lovely Cordelia ofCharleston 2!
Lovely Lass

3|Lyon of Marblehead
7iMacedonian of Baltimore

4‘Madison of Salem

8MDonough of Rhode-Island
1'Mars of Norfolk

1iMars of N. York
1{Mars of New-London
4Mary Ann of Charleston
4Matilda
2
1
7

»--.-aﬁnr.nbba—-mlzuhm~01q<s..p~.puon-~zm--

Midas of Baltimore
Mobile bay, on
Morgiana of New.York
6. Muntgomery of Salem
1{Nan

1{Ned of Baltimore
5iNonpareil
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‘Nonsuch of Ba]nmore
Nonsuch U. 8. schooner
Orders in Conacil
Orlando of Gloucester -
Patriot of New-York
Paul Jones of N. York
Perry of Baltimore
Perry’s squadron’
Peacock U.S.eloop of w.
Patapsco of Baltimore
Pike of Baltimore
Pilot

Polly of Salem

Portsmouth of Portsmouth -

Poor Sailor

Rambler of Bristol
Rambler of Boston
Ranger of Boston®
Rapid of Bosten

Rapid of -Charleston
Rattlesnake U. S. brig
Rattlesnake Philadelphia
Regunlatore.

Reindeer of Boston
Resolution of Boston
/Retaliation

Revenge of Baltimore™
Roger of Norfolk
Roger of Baliimore
Rolla

Rogers’ squadron (cem.)
“"Resamond

Rlossy of Baltimore
Rover of New-York
‘Row-boat privateer
Sabine of - Baltimore
Sandy creek, at; by riflemen
Sarah-Ann of Baltimore
Saratoga of New-York
Scourge of New-York
Saucy Jack of Charleston
Shark of New-York
Sine-qua-non of Boston
Scorpion of Salem -
Siro of Baltimore
Snapdragon of Newbern
Snowbird:

OF THE WAR.

4Sparrow of Baltimore

l’&phrk of NMew-York

5 Spv

SSulpnse of Baltimore
9Surprise and Swiftsufe boats
10 Spencer of Philadelphia
24:8yren, U. 8. brig

“68yren of Baltimore
19‘bt. Lawrence, on the
3|Teazer of New-York 1
13{Terrible, boat
slThomas of Portsmouth
7iThorn -of Marblehead
O Thresher
1{Timothy Pickering
2{Tom of Baltimore
-8|True bleoded Yankee
:8]Two brothers of N. Orleans 1
7Two friehds of Massachussetts 1
2|Tuckaho of Baltimore 2
4{United States U. 8. frigate
4
]
4
1
1
9,
4
3
5
9
3

»

o= B R™ND -~

D=

N

1
24Ultor of Baltimore 17
United we stand -1
Upton, a prize ship 1
1YViper of N, ¥York 3
Viper of Salem 1
Warrier of New-York 3
Wasp U. S. ship of war 16
Wasp of Baltimere 2
Wasp of Philadelphia 2
Wasp of-Salem . 1
‘Washington of Portsmouth 1
1
4
4
1
6
1
5
/6

o

4iWater witch'of Bristol
1jWhig of Baltimore 3
2 Wiley Renard of Boston
" 5;Whale boat -
5:Yankee of Bristol - g
1{Yankee [smack];
19Yorktown of New-York
28 York of Baltimore
27 Voung Eagle of New-York 2 -
1{¥oung Teager of N, York ¢
1'Young Wasp- of Philadelphia 9
aSundry vessels, names not

1 ascertained 183
2 Total, 1551

TINIS.






