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CONSIDERATIONS 

ON THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE CONDITION 

OF THE 

CANADAS. 

CHAPTER IV. 

On the expediency of an application being made to the 
Home Government, or to the Imperial Parliament for 
the exclusive supply of tke British West India Islandi 
and Settlements, (to be granted to Great Britain, and 
to British North America,) of wheat,jlour, bread stuffs 
4"c. and salt provisions, whenever it shall be made evi
dentto the British Government, that the Mother Country 
and the said North American Colonies are competent 
to furnish thefull quantity of such supplies as are annu
ally wanted for those West India Islands and Settle
ments. 

THE doctrine of free trade has of late years gain
ed many adherents; and it is probable that some of 
our readers may startle at tho teem, "exclusive sup
ply" stated above. W .... shall therefore offer some 
observations on thp lu.estlOn offree trade, the limits 
by whiclJit j", - J~e~sarIly bounded, and the peculiar 
;_ .-'" ce~ whICh should serve to counterac 

Ifs eXistence III the subject under our considern 
A2 
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tion. It may he true, as the celebrated ::tuthar or 
the "Veahh of N atiol1'l a;~je rt3, that" no pOI·t where 
free trade exists, call be found, that has not been 
enriched by it." It is true that, by allowing foreign 
goods to COl'llC into the markets of a country 
where thc' samc goods cannot be grown, - made 
and sold, on as cheap terms as these foreign goods, 
that the consumers in those markets will be bene
fitted by that free importation. 

But, as regards the tl'ade of supply to the West 
India Islands being left free, that trade (being 
confined to supplyillg them with provisions, can 
only serve to bent>fit them in one way; that is, by 
affording th.em a full supply of those provisions, 
for the consumption of the estates in those 
Islands. Their demand for those provisions the.re
fore, mmt be limited, by the quantity required for 
their annual consumption. 

The quantity of flour of all kinds and bread 
stuffs annually wanted for the '''est Indies, is 
said to amount to about twelve hundred thousand 
bushels of wheat. 

Now provide!l they, the 'Vest India Islands, 
arc annually supplied with this quantity, in such 
manner a~ suits them, it is of no consequence to 
them by w~om it is .:supplied. 'Whether that sup
ply be furmshed as It now is, by British and For
eign vess~ls indiscrim~nately, ";' whether in future, 
it be furmshed exclUSively by Brnh.l~_ve.§.sels only. 
The competition, in their markets WOU~,,":L:.y 
latter case,) instead of laying between ForeIgn anu 
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British, then be, betwet'l1 the owners of the 
British vessels and cargoes, only. And besides 
the natural wish the planters and merchants ill 
the West Indies must in some degree possess of' 
giving a preference to their fellow subjects, there 
is one advantage which would accrue to them 
by being thus supplied exclusively by British 
and British North American vessels; The Ame
ricans in general expect and receive paymeut 
for these cargoes in bills or specie, whereas 
British and Colonial Yes:;( Is, take payment in 
produce. And on this account, I have often 
heard that the ·West India Traders would much 
rather buy of British and Colonial vessels. 

In reference to the advantage to consumers 
above agreed to, of free trade in the general, we 
have now to consider the limits by which thi.~ 

free trade must necessarily be bounded. It has 
been generally allowed that the vessels of many 
foreign nations can be sailed cheaper than 
British vessels can; this is the ca~e I believe with 
several commercial nations in Europe, and par
ticularly so, with American vessels. If therefore 
all the restrictions of the navigation act, WNe done 
away with, Great Britain would not be enabled to 
maintain that superiority at sea which her exalted 
position in the scale of nations and perhaps her 
very existence as a free nation requires, but if her 
power to do so .be doubtful as respects a free 
trade with the other nations of Europe and with 
the States of America, how much less doubtful 
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would it be, if an entire free trade were to be 
granted in respect to her colonial system 1 It 
has been generally allowed that the Colonies of 
Great Britain have been the great source of her 
naval supremacy. In his defence of the navigation 
acts, "Protection," says Adam Smith~' is of more 
importance to a nation than commerce." What 
security indeed, or advantage would there be for 
the latter without the former 1 It is evident there
fore, that the free trade of Great Britain must 
he bounded by the limits of the security and 
protection. which her commerce demands and 
which it alone enables her to afford to her sub
jects, by the Navy it places at her command, 
But if this must be the limits of her free trade as 
respects Foreign Nations, they would appear to 
he both more just, fair and necessary, as respects 
her colonial trade. The expences of Colonial 
defence are in great part, borne by Great Britain 
and she has given up the power of levying taxes 
OIl many of them for the payment thereof. It 
is certainly, therefore, the least return the C 0-

lonies can make to the Parent State for the pro
tection they receive from her, by sea and by 
land, that their trade should be employed as nur
series to furnish a part of those seamen, who pro
duce that protection. This paramount duty of the 
Colonies to the parent state is therefore consonant 
with their highest interests, and when she and her 
British North American Colonies, can actually 
prove their capacity to furnish the quantity of 
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r>lJpplies annually required for the West India 
islands and settlements there, and that on terms 
equally cheap as they can be supplied by foreign 
nations, there can be no doubt it is the true inte
rest of the West Indians, to be supplied by British 
vessels alone. 

As therefore, it is not proposed to make the ap
plication for the exclusive supply until it can be 
proved, to the satisfaction of the British Govern
ment, that the Parent State, and the North Ameri
can Colonies are entirely competent to furnish the 
full quantity of supplies annually required, I con
ceive the question of free trade, as respects the 
West Indies, will be entirely got over indepen
dently of the above argument of raising a nursery 
of seamen for our navy; and we have now only, 
to enquire how, and what species of act of the Im
perial Parliament should be passed, that will have 
the effect of enabling the British North American 
Provinces to furnish their part of the required 
supplies in the most speedy manner; and which 
act shall, at the same time, offer the least inconve
nience to the foreign nations who will thereby be 
deprived of the privilege hitherto granted them, of 
furnishing a part of those supplies. With respect 
to the articles of flour, bread stuffs and biscuit, 
I believe the two Provinces are even now nearly 
competent to afford the supply required. During 
my residence in London, (between the years 1829 
and 84 I was informed by an eminent Canada 
merchant in that city, that nigh one million of 
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bushels of wheat had been imported from the 
Canadas in one of those years, and that a loss-was 
suffered on it. Thus in that year, the Canadas 
felt short only 200,000 bushels of the annual-sup
ply required for the West Indies. And nigh 
200,000 barrels of flour being equal to 1,00,0000 
bushels wheat are expected from Upper Canada 
this year. 

During my stay in Toronto an editor of one 
of the public prints there, who had iood means 
of information of the statistics of the Upper Pro
vince, published a statement of the annual pro
duce of its wheat. He estimated the number 
of farms at 40,000, and allowed them to produce 
300 bushels each on an average. This estimate 
would give twelve millions of bushels, as the an
nual produce of wheat in Upper Canada. In order 
however to be within the mark, we shall deduct 
one third from the above estimate, which will 
leave eight million bushels, and allowing nearly the 
same quantity to be used for sowing an acre, as is 
used in England near haIfa million bushels would 
be required for seed, and allowing two barrels 
flour for each man, woman and child per year, and 
estimating the population at 400,000 souls would 
take up 800,000 barrels flour, being equal to four 
million bushels: wheat which would thus leave 
three and a half millions of bushels as the surplus 
produce of wheat, of the whole Province, ready 
for manufacture, into flour 01' biscuit for expo;
tation. 
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It would appear then, that at the present time 
the surplus produce of Upper Canada alone, is 
sufficient for the supply of the West Indies with 
more than the quantity of wheat annually wanted 
by them, and though Lower Canada has of late 
years had none to export, it is hoped if the plan 
to be proposed for introducing the modern agri
culture be adopted by Government she will ex
port also. 

On the entire quantity of wheat shipt to Eng
land from this country, there was, as I have sta
ted above, to have been informed in London, 
a loss sustained. _ A great part of this Canadian 
wheat is, I understand, made into biscuit in that 
city, and' shipt to the West India Plantations, for 
the supply of the estates there. If the same 
wheat were manufactured into biscuit in the Ca
nadas under the encouragement of the act of the 
Imperial Parliament before mentioned, the freight 
and charges of the wheat from hence to England, 
would be saved, and the biscuit landed so much 
cheaper in the West Indies. If this act of the 
Imperial Parliament were made prospective, that 
is to come into force and effect as soon as it should 
be made evident to the Government that the 
Mother COUl}try, and the North Amel'icain Pro
vinces were competent to supply the West Indies 
with the full, or nearly the full, quantity of {lour, 
bread stuffs and provisions annually required by 
them; there can be no doubt that sufficient capital 
from the old country, if required, would be ell1-
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barked in the erection of sufficient mills, bake
houses, &c. to grind and manufacture the full 
(lUantity required of these articles. 

:Much cattle and pOl'k could also be raised on 
the offal of those mills and manufactures. The 
great addition this would give to the trade and 
business of both Provinces is self evident; fur
ther it is to be hoped, that ere many years pass 
away, a proper canal navigation will be opened 
from the Lakes of the Upper Province to this 
city; there is reason to expect that by that time, 
also either a channel will be cut through the Bay 
of Verte, thus connecting the Gulf of St. Law
rence with the Bay of Fundy, or that the project
ed rail-road from Quebec to some part in the 
Bay of Fundy will be completed. In chapter II 
treating onithe Union of the two Provinces, I have 
endeavoured to shew the advantages that would 
result to the Upper Province, by the opening of 
this canal navigation whereby depots of Upper 
Canadian produce, might be formed in the Bay o( 
Fundy, from whence they could be reshipped at 
all seasons of the year to the West Indies or otRer 
ports, on account of the owners by their agents 
there. 

There is every probability that a fair remuner
ating price, would be afforded by this West 
India Trade to the agriculturists, mill owners, &c. 
of the two Provinces. The surplus produce of 
the C pper Province; (and if a proper system of 
agriculture be established as recommended in 
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(jur first chapter) probably the Lower ProvincE; 
als~, will be increasing every year. And from 
the rapid manner in which the countries calculated 
for the growth of wheat are annually settling in 
the Western States of the Union, there is every 
probability that wheat will in a few years,be pro
duced there,. to a much greater extent than at 
present, and the price fall accordingly. 

It would therefore appear to be natural, fair 
and wise, that, as soon as it can be proved to 
the British Government and Parliament, that the 
Mother Country and these British North Ameri
can Colonies, can actually furnish the entire 
amount of the supplies required for our own 
lVest India Islands and Settlements, that the 
prospective act of Parliament above mentioned, 
should then come into operation granting them 
the entire, and exclusive supply of those mal'kets. 
An act of this kind we have said above is natural, 
because, to give a preference to her own subjects 
of Great Britain and of the British North Ameri
Can Colonies, in her own markets certainly it is so 
as we shall now endeavour to show. 

In private life, a merchant being in want of a 
certain quantity of goods, meeting with two deal
ers who offer him that quantity for sale, exactly of 
the same quality and price, the one dealer being 
a stranger to him (the merchant) and the other a 
particular friend he would naturally give his friend 
the preference. So with equal reason, one would 
imagine, colonies under the same government 
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would wish to give the preference to sister colo· 
nies, and as this preference is not asked for eXGept 
in the case of the full supply of goods being ship. 
ped to them which they annually require therefore 
it is perfectly fair with regard to those West In
dia Colonies that the demand of exclusive supply 
should be made, on those conditions. 

That it is wise on the part of the British GO\'
ernment to promote in this manner, the advance
ment of her North American Dominions, when 
she ean do so without violating the justice and 
regard she owes to her West India possessions I 
trust will presently appear. We h ope we have 
clearly shown, in the foregoing pages of this chap
ter, that as to the national consideration of an act 
of Parliament of the kind we have proposed, ten
ding to create a Nursery for British Seamen the 
wisdom of thus fostering the trade and Navigation 
of the British North American Colonies is suf
ficiently apparent. We shall at present therefore 
confine ourselves to the commercial and other 
political advantages that would accrue to Great 
Britain by the advancement of these colonies by 
this measure. 

In what may be fairly called the un bridled 
licentiousness of some comtnercial and political 
theorists of late years, it has been among others 
suggested, that it would be better for Great 
Britain to give up and abandon her Canadian 
Colonie8; suggestions of this kind have even 
found their way into what ought to be the most 
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solemnly deliberative assemblies in the world 
the Imperial Legislature of Great BL'itain, 

It would really appear that these theorii.t1", 
finding their country (Great Britain) in posses
sion of ships colonies and commerce almost to a 
surfeit; have forgotten -or not thought it worth 
their while to consider by what means or by what 
gradual steps she became possessed of these ac
quisitions. Was it not in great measure by her 
Colonial trade and by her Colonial and Navigation 
systems; and have we not a right to reason from 
past experienc e, that the abandonment of her co
lonies would produce the opposite effect the down
fall of that commercial and political power 1 Giyc 
up the Canadas 1 do these theoristt; know what 
sort of a country they are proposing to give up, 
will they not be a little surprised when I inform 
them, that in eo years from this time the popula
tion of the Canadas, will possibly amount to near 
sixteen millions of souls 1 

The Islanu of Great BL'itain, inclllding England 
Scotland and ·Wales, is near 500 miles long by 120 
to 300 miles broad their population being at pre
sent nearly 16 millions. The two Canadas contain 
at present about 1000 miles in length by 1 to 200 
broad, of lands in a state of settlement, more or 
less, 

In course of time the Canadas will therefore be 
able to maintain a population equal to that of Great 
Britain at present. The trade of the Cal'ladas is 
accordingly increasing, in a rapid manner, and its 
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population doubling now naturally, in about twenty 
years its trade will continue to increase. Is this 
then a country to be lightly given up, with its 
trade increasing in this ratio 1 

It has been said by these theorists that the 
British Trade to the United States has been 
greater since the American Ind@pendence than it 
was during the time thcy were Colonies of Great 
Britain. That the trade is greater, there is no 
doubt, but this is to be accounted for by the natu
ral and casual increase of their population; and 
that they would have equally increased had they 
remained in the colonial state, is proved by the 
fact, that the British North American Colonies do 
actually double in equal, or perhaps a less num
ber of years than the United States. 

Again since th€ indepencence of that country, a 
great part of the Union has been, and is, continu
ally endeavouring to compete with Great Britain 
in her manufactories; and they are encouraged in 
so doing by their Congress levying as heavy duties 
therein as they find they can do. And it is proba
bly owing to the encouragement which higher du
ties would give to smuggling through the British 
Provinces, that still higher duties are not laid on. 
Again British Goods sent to the United States, 
are I believe, mostly carried there in American 
vessels, whereas the continually increasing trade 
to the colonies as long as they are so, will be in 
British. . 

Therefore while the immensely increasing 
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trade of the British Colonies will furnish nurseries 
of our seamen; the trade to the United States is 
furnishing these nurseries for her own. 

Thus we see the cause that is producing the 
great increase that has taken place in the Canadas 
for the demand for British Goods. This uemand 
is never to be estimated by that of past years, 
because the population of the country, doubling 
naturally in from twenty to twenty five years must 
produce an annual increase as long as land is suffi
ciently cheap, and taxation sufficiently moderate to 
offer no check to that natural increase of popula
tion. Having thus, we trust, sufficiently pointeu 
out the folly of these theories of abandoning our 
Colonies, and hoping confidently that sounder 
principles of political wisdom will henceforth pre
vail, and more especially as the natural feelings of 
the Mother Country to the Colonies is consonant 
with them, we now proceed to consider some of 
the commercial and political advantages that would 
result to Great Britain, by greater attention to the 
advancement of her North Am~'ican Colonies, 
cmd. _0 .. 0 Jl"'l'tll'l1l~l'ly. by thp. adoption of the 
measure we have proposed for securing to them 
the e~clusive supply of our own West India Settle
ments. 

1t is certainly sinlular, that notwithstanding the 
Canad~~ are admir~~ly calculated for the growth 
of all kmds of provIsIons required for those Settle
ments, yet the trade to them is carried on in a 

. k--ery limited degree. The ports in the Gulf of 
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St. Lawrence, no doubt sRip a portion of their 
fish there, but the cargoes of flour and provisions 
sent from Montreal or Quebec, except the last 
one or two years, when an unprecedented failure 
of creps had taken place"over all the United States, 
are generally inconsiderable: one cause of this, 
may be owing to the navigation of the St. Law
rence being closed so many month~ in the year 
but the chief cause, I presume, is owing to the 
great comFetition met with from foreign vessels in 
those Islands. The ships from the United States 
to these markets are enabled to make up cargoes 
there of such variety of assortments that although 
they may suffer a loss on their flour, [",c. the other 
more valuable articles make up the loss. 

It therefore happens, that although there is 
what is called a protecting duty of five shillings 
per barrel on flour in foreign vessels, yet from the 
cause just mentioned, that duty affords no protec
tion at all to vessels from British North America. 

These I presume to be the chief causes, why the 
\Vest India trade is not more gone into from 
these Provinces, lind th~t 1h" ""1'1'1 .. " who""t QL 

flour of the Canadas is generally shipt home to 
Great Britain, and I believe frequently sold at a 
loss. -

The first calise the navigation of the St. Law
rence being closed so many months, will I trust 
be obviated by the opening of the intended chan
nel through the Bay of Verte into the Bay of 
Fundy which will thus be "connected with the 
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Gulf of St. Lawrence, and by which means a 
depot for Canadian produce of all kinds may be 
formed in some port in the Bay of Fundy, from 
which vessels can proceed at all times of the year 
to the West Indies or other ports. Should the 
opening of this channel, however not go on imme
diately, it is to be hoped that the Rail-road so long 
talked of, from Quebec to St. Andrews or St. 
Johus in the Bay of Fundy, will be immediately 
determined on by Government both on account 
of forming a rapid means of conveyance of the 
mails, troops, &c. from the Parent State and also 
to afford to the products of the Upper Province 
the advantages of a sea port which is now becom
ing indispensable to her. 

In the confident hope then, that one or other 
of these valuable objects will be effected, we have 
to consider the advantages which would accrue to 
these Provinces and the Parent State, by the en
actment of the act of parliament before stated, by 
which they will be enabled to prepare conjointly 
with the Parent State, sufficient supplies of flour, 
biscuit and provisions for the annual demand of 
the West India Settlements.*' 

There cannot be a doubt that should such a 
prospective act of the Impfi'rial Parliament be 
passed, that sufficient capital would be embarked 

• The other cause we have mentioned above, namely: The great competition 
met with from foreign vessels is one that promises to. be of increasing conse
quence, and injury, to the trade of these Provinces, for vessels from the con
tinent of Europe have begun of late years to ship quantities of Rour and bis
cuit, thence to our West India Islands. 

B 
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in the erection of mills, baking houses, &c. to 
produce the qUQntity of flour and biscuit required. 
When that shall be made evident to the British 
Government, the exclusive supply would then im
mediately take place. The freight and charges 
on the wheat when sent (as now th€ greatest part 
is) to Great Britain, would thus be saved; and it is 
highly probable a fair remunerating price would 
hy this Colonial West India trade be obtained by 
our farmers, millers and merchants for a great 
part of the surplus produce of the Can atlas. Thi" 
good effect would cause a favorable reaction on 
tlH~ir agriculture, and I believe there is nothillg 
that would'~nd more to excite a spirit of industry, 
at least in the Upper Province and tend more to 
so.oth the party asperities of the times. 

The advantages which would accrue to the Pa
rent State by the act of parliament in question, 
we have before endeavoured to prove; a valuable 
nursery fOl' our own seamen, would probably be 
formed, and she would also have the satisfactoin, 
by thus contributing to the welfare of the Canadas, 
of employing a large share of the dormant capibll 
of her merchants and of finding employment for 
many of her redundant population. 

We have now to consider the bearings of the 
measure we have proposed, namely the enactino-

f
. 0 

o a prospectIve act of the Imperial Parliament, to 
enable the British North American Provinces with 
th~ aid of the Parent State, to raise sufficient sup
pItes and thereby to obtain the exciusive trade of 
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'Supply to our West India Settlements; we have 
ROW, I say, to consider the bearing of this mea
sure, as respects the privilege hitherto granted to 
fDreign nations to participate in that trade of 
supply. 

Only two objections, that I am aware of, have 
been made to oLlr obtaining the exclusive supply 
of our Islands; the first is, that the interests of the 
West India planters would oppose the measure: 
uut trusting that the terms on which alone we seek 
to obtain the passing of the act, and the other ar
guments on the subject we have adduced, will 
duly-satisfy the 'Vest India planters, and remove 
their opposition to the measure, we pass on to the 
second objection which is, that the Americans 
would close their ports (in consequence ofthis act 
of parliament) to the British North American 
.Provinces, aud to vessels from the West Indies. 

This measure was indeed adopted by them 011 

a former occasion, when the British ""Vest India 
Islands were closed against their vessels. And 
on their pl'Oposing to negociate with the Briti$h 
Government on this subject, 1\11'. Canning, who 
perhaps was the only Minister of Great Britain 
who was well versed in the proper mode of nego
ciating with the American Government, refused to 
open any negociation with them at all on the 
subject, while their port:; remained closed 
against our colonial vessels; he stated, as his rea
son, that the government and management of 
those colonies, was to be considered so entirely 

B2 
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free from all foreign conlrol, that he could not ne
gociate at all respecting them while any thinglike 
a coercive measure on their part existed'. 

And it is certainly clear, that foreign nations 
can have no fair and reasonable right wh~tever 
to complain of the British Government forgiving 
their own subjects and colonies the preference in 
trade, whenever they shall consider it proper and 
practicable so to do. 

H any further arguments were required to jus
tify their conduct on so doiug, we might perhaps 
ask whether the late conduct of the American na
tion has deserved any privilege or favor at their 
hands? 

A considerable part of a nation, holding nigh a 
fourth of her own population in abje~t slavery 
presumes to tell the Canadian people, that they 
are under tl e yoke of a despotic government, 
Did they not know well that the recent changes in 
the Government of the Lower Province, are intend
ed to protect every respectable and reasonable 
man in it, from the very species of Government 
(the Governmel"!t of the mob,) which, from all we
can learn, prevails almost as much in the United 
States as it did in France during the revolution 
of 1789, did they not know this, every respectable 
man in Canadrl could tell them so. 

There are two species of liberty, the true and 
the spurious. There is no inhabitant perhaps in 
the Canadas that does not prize the first, that does 
not in fact wear it near his "heart's core," but 
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he equally detests the other, that spurious and 
false one, and that is precisely what we consider 
·would be the kind of liberty that Americans 
would sonfer on us were their institutions received 
.into this country-Oh true and sacred liberty, oh 
darling attribnte of the Britbh Constitution alone. 

How is thy virtuous pure and virgin fame, 
Debased by the harlot that assumes thy name. 

On this pretence of conferring these blessings 
upon us, have our bordering neighbours received 
and cherished the foolish beings who have vainly 
endeavoured to create disaffection and rebellion 
in the Canadas. 

On these pretences they have all along the 
lines of these Provinces, subscribed generally for 
enabling these refugees and hunters to invade our 
country, and if these had been endowed with either 
courage or capacity they, might have been formid
able. These absurd attempts also have been 
repeated notwithstanding they have had undoubted 
·proofs that their intended blessings were detested 
by almost the entire population, proving beyond 
a doubt that the chief motives of those " Sympa
thizers" were plunder and malice. 

This nefarious breach of neutrality is now at
tempted to be got over by ascribing it to" delu
"sian;" and in reality, it appears from their history 
that Americans are subject to this disease of the 
mind. There is an account in a publication which 
lately fell into my hands of a species of" delusion" 
which la8ted some time in that country. It i, 



iherein stated that many of the children in a cer
tain town there were affected with so singular an 
excitement that they were considered to have 
been operated upon by "witchcraft", The dis
order increased, the children became quite mis
chevious and unmanageable and finally, several 
persons ,",-ere taken up, indited, tried, and some of 
them actually put to death on a charge of exercis
ing this witchcraft on the children. But when 
time had removed this strong" delusion" from the 
cyes of the juries \yho sat on these trials, th-ey 
sadly confessed it and lamented the deaths of the 
innocent victims they had unjustly condemned. 

N ow as long as these J onathans confine theil' 
"delusions" to their own country, we have noth
ing to do with them, but when they dare to trans
port them with themselves over to Canada, let 
them remember that Canadians have strong feel
ings and stronger memories, and that the day of 
retribution of these attacks, though it may be long 
delayed, will possibly be finally hurled upon: 
them, and their properties with teufold remunernr 
tion. 

Thus far we have continued this suhject, to 
shew that at least the amiable sympathizers of 
Oswego and Hochester, of which latter City we 
are told six hundred of the citizens actually had a 
meeting and resolved to apply to their Legislature 
to pass a law that no man should be prevented 
fr~m working on a Sunday, and for why do you 
thll1k gentle reader? Why, because said these 



tilen of Rochester, by compelling a man not to 
work on a Sunday you "compel him also to be
lieve there is a God." 

So much for Christian Rochester: We have 
also to add to our list the mighty sympathizing 
" Blfffalo." She, no doubt even more than the two 
former cities has great claims on the British 

. Nation and Government to allow them also to emp
ty their extensive flour stores and mills into our 
\Vest India markets. 

As we trust then to have shown that the portion 
of the American Nation bordering upon the Cana
das has not deserved any privilege or favor at 
our hands. 

We have now to enquire whether the remaining 
part of that natiolt, and theil' general government 
have any stronger claims. 

It is understood in the present civilised state of 
the world when differences exist between nations 
previollsly being in a state of peace and amity, 
that these differences should be attempted to be 
removed by negociation. This is so universally 
the case that I believe modern history produces 
no instance to the contrary. It therefore must be 
part of the law of nations, and the honour ?f each 
is concerned in the observance of it. But if the 
honour of a nation is forfeited by open and avowed 
hostility without this previous negociation, it is 
equally Of more so, if this hostility is secret and 
disavowed; now although there may not be positive 
certainty that the head of the general government 



of America has done so, there is that positive 
proof, that those under him, have, by a criminal 
negligence in not setting sufficient guards over the 
public armouries to protect them from the depre
dation of the refugees and sympathizers, mainly as
sisted them in the invasion of these Provinces. 

It is impossible for any fair and impartial man 
to believe that if the general government had it 
really at heart to put an effective stop to this 
sympathizing, that they could not have done it. 
What would they have done if bodies of men from 
Canada or Great Britain had invaded their coun
try with an intention of subverting their Govern
ment either by the aid of the Indians or the south
ern slaves (and the desire for abolition is perhaps 
not too weak to suppose such a case.) ,V ould the 
general government, not have immediately called 
upon the militia of the country, to maintain the 
national honour in this case, and to have repelled 
the invaders.*' But that national honour was 
equally at stake in one case as the other, as far as 
respects foreign nations. By promptly calling on 
the militia of the Atlantic States they might have 
preserved that honour; by not doing so, or taking 
other efficient steps, they have lost it, and must 
sink degraded in the eyes of other nations at least, 
10 the rank of a weak and impotent Government, 
unable to maintain the customary relations of 

... This ht1~ jU5t now been proveu by the sudden vote of congress f~; .raising 
vO,OOO men on the subject of the disputed bovndary. 



25 

national society, and thus evincing a radical defect 
in the constitution of their country. 

We think therefore we have proved that the 
whole American Nation does not deserve any 
privilege or favour from the Parent State, who is 
bound to consider insults and injuries thus heaped 
upon her colonies, as offered to herself. 

But it may be said, the American Government 
would, as a retaliatory measure for the act of 
parliament we have been proposing, close their 
ports against British North American ana West 
India vessels. As I observed before, they had 
resorted to this measure when our "Vest India 
Islands were last clolled against their vessels. I, 
at that time, resided in Nova Scotia, and I do not 
remember that its trade suffered much from this 
measure of the Americans, but l-ertainly the ad
vantage of the exclusive trade to the West Indies, 
then possessed by Nova Scotia, greatly over
balanced it; and as I have observed in the fore
going pages of this chapter, that as soon as the 
Committee of Trade of Nova Scotia proved to 
the British Government, that the Eastern Pro
vinces were able to furnish and ship to the West 
Indies the full amount of fish required by them 
annually, they then obtained the exclusive supply; 
so, also, there would appear to be equal reason 
that tIl{' Canadas, when they can prove the same 
fact, with regard to flour, biscuit and provisions, 
should obtain t.he same exclusive privilege for 
these articles. 
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~\gain, with respect to the inconvenience which 
the "\Vest Indies would suffer from this retaliatory 
measure of the Americans: as we do not seek 
the enactment of the act of parliament, (at least 
its going into operation,) until we are quite com
petent to supply the West India Settlements, they, 
the \Vest India Settlements, ,,,ill then have but 
little occasion to send ve~sels to the States, and 
the inconvenience to them will be inconsiderable. 

Allowing, however, that tbe effects of this reta
liatol'y measure should be greater than we have 
considered it, still the great object we have before 
mentioned, of producillg by this exclusive trade, 
a great nursery for ollr seamen, would appear to 
be alone sufficient to outweigh all considerations 
of a mercantile nature. 

It is well known, that many of our seamen, in 
time of peace, ha,"e resorted to the United States 
for that employment they could not always find in 
our own colonies. The effects of this were felt 
Juring the last American war, when, I believe, 
some of our seamen were frequently found in the 
~hips of the enemy. If then, this can be pre
"ented, it offers a fair argument in favour of the 
measure we are contemplating. 'Ii-

From the statements and arguments we have 
thus at length (which perhaps the importance -of 

~ In a work soon to be published by Captain Marryatt, (the celebrated 
wnter,) on the States of America, he states his opinion, that there are ni~h 
30,000 British seamen at thi> moment employed in the American mcrch':" 
sinice ... 



the subject will justify) laid before our readers·, 
we trust to have made it appear: 

ht. That it is perfectly fair and natural, that 
the Parent State and the British North American 
Provinces, should have the privilege of the exclu
sive supply of our own 'Yest India Islands, when 
they can be proved competent to furnish those 
supplies without detriment to the ,V" est India 
interests. 

2d. That the \Vest Indians should and woultl 
prefer that mode of supply on those conditions. 

Sd. That Great Britain is interested, both in a 
commercial and political point of view, ill passing 
the prospective act of parliament, stated and ad
located in this chapter, as well calculated to pro
duce llurseries to her seamen, and also of pre
venting them from resorting to foreign nations. 

4th. That foreign natiolls can have 110 fair nor 
reasonable right to complain of Great Britain, ferr 
giving to her own Colonies the preference, when
ever she conceives it proper and politic so to do; 
and we shall conclude this head, with observing, 
that as there will probably be some interval of 
time between the passing of this prospective act 
of parliament, and its going into actual operation, 
it will render the act more convenient to those 
foreign nations, by giving them time to place the 
capitals they had embarked in our 'Vest India 
trade, into other channels. 

I now leave the consideration of this subject to 
the intelligent part of the agricultural and com~ 



28 

mercial bodies in both Provinces, not doubting 
that the proposal I have presumed to make, for 
obtaining the entire supply of our West India 
markets, if apploved of by them, will be matured 
and perfected by their judgment and decision, into 
proper applications to the British Government on 
this subject. It was chiefly, by my observing 
with regret, that the surplus produce of wheat of 
these Provinces has often been shipped to Great 
Britain at a loss, that I was led to bring the sub
ject before the Legislature of the Upper Province, 
to engage it to use its influence in obtaining a 
branch of trade for that Province, which it ought 
naturally to possess, and as I have stated in the 
foregoing pages, the annually increasing surplus 
produce of this country and the adjoining States, 
will probably render it imperiously necessary, 
that some measure of the kind we have proposed 
must be effected for protecting the trade and 
agriculture of these Provinces. 

'Ve now conclude this chapter, trusting we have 
proved that the agriculture, trade and navigation 
of past years in these Provinces, might have been 
much augmented, had an act of the British Par
liament of a prospective nature been passed, for 
the purposes we have now proposed. That the 
present time, (when peace and security is return
ing,) should be employed in endeavouring to ob
tain the enactment of measures which shall ad
"ance the agriculture, trade and navigation of 
these Provinces; and which, I vel"ily believe, will 
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by. promoting the successful application of their 
inhabitants to the pursuits of industry, not only 
prove a most potent antidote to the idle and bane
ful efforts, which have so long been employed to 
disturb their peace, but will also effectively au
vance their future happiness and prosperity. 
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CHAPTER V, 

~'l consideration of a Representative Union of all the Bti
tish North American Provinces and the Parent State, 
by representatives chosen by the separate Legislatures 
of each P1"Ovince, to sit in the Imperial Parliament, as 
an ~tJicient means of securing the pennanent Union 
of those Colonies with Greal Britain and their ultimate 
adl'ancemcnt. ' 

In the fifth page of our preface I have stateu 
ihat about the year 1822, in an article I then pub
lished in the Montreal Herald, "I first mentioned 
the idea to the public of the necessity that would 
probably arise for a representative union of these 
North American Colonies with the Parcnt State," 
and I engaged to resume the subject at a future 
period, and I have also stated in the preface what 
took place between Mr. Joseph Hume, M. P. and 
lllyself on this important subject, to which I beg 
leave to refer the reader. 

During the] 6 years which have elapsed since 
the above mentioned year, the very serious events 
which have lat~ly taken place in these Provinces 
have all in my opinion been gradually proving the 
necessity of a closer union with the Parent State, 
and I haye now to redeem the pledge I then gave 
on this important subject. 
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And in order to introduce the subject properly 
to the reader's attention~and in proof of its impor
tance, I shall first make some extracts from pre
vious writers of eminence on this subject, in Great 
Britain; and following them up with such observa
tions as they present, I shall then present the 
plan of such representation as has appeared to 
me most practicably suited for these Provinces, 
supported by the arguments which in my humble 
opinion may serve to call the public attention, and 
that of the British Government to the formation of 
this UnioD, as an efficient means of securing their 
permanent connection with Great Britain. 

The first writer we shall quote is Governor 
Pownal, some account of whom is given by lUI'. 
Chisholm, of this city, in his well written and merc
torious work entitled, Observations on the Rights 
of the British Colonies to Representation in the 
British Parliament. 

" Of the advocates (he says of this salutary and 
. constitutional measure) the first and best was Gov

ernorPownalllo common man,one who had served 
his country in the colonies, both in a civil and mili
tary capacity long and faithfully, and who almost 
on every occasion, both foresaw and foretold the 
result of that fatal policy adopted in his time with 
respect to the Colonies." 

The governor's scheme was as follows in his own 
words, "It is therefore the duty of those who gov
ern us to carry forward this state of things to the 
weaving of this load into our system, that Great 



Britain may be no more considered as the king
dom of this Isle only with many appendages of 
provinces, colonies, settlements and other extra
neous parts, but a Grand Marine Dominion con
sisting of our Possessions in the .atlantic and in 
America united into one Empire, in one centre 
where the seat oj Government is." 

" If it should be thought difficult and hazardous 
to extend the legislative rights, privileges and 
preeminences, the true imperium of Government. 
to wheresoever the dominion of the same extendlll. 
the administration must be content to go on in this 
ptolemaic system of policy as long as the various 
centers and systems shall preserve their due order 
and subordination. or to speak in a more apposite 
idea, if we would keep the bases of this realm 
confined to this Island, while we extend the su
perstructive, by extending our dominions, we 
shall invert the pyramid (as Sir William Temple 
expresses it) and must in time subvert the Govern
ment itself. If we choose to follow the example 
of the Romans, we must expect to follow 
their fate; would statesmen on the other hand 
doubt the predetermined modes which artificial 
systems prescribed, would they dare to look for 
truth in the nature of things, they would soon 
adopt what is right, as founded upon fact. They 
would be naturally led into the true system of 
government, by following with the powers of the 
state, where the actual and real powers of the sys
tem of things lead to. They would see that by 



the various and actual inter-connections of the 
different parts of the British Dominions, through
out the Atlantic and in America, by the inter-com
munion and reciprocation of their alternate wants 
and.supplies, by the combination and subordina
tion of their several interests and powers by the 
circulation of their commerce, revolving in an 
<lrbit which hath Great Britain for its center; that 
there doth exist in filet, J.n nature a real union and 
incorporation of all these parts of the British Do
minions, an actual system of dominion, which 
wants only to be avowed and actuated by the real 
.spirit in which it moves and has its being ;b-y that 
SPirit from which ·the British Government hath 
.arisen to what it is; by the spirit of extending the 
·basis of it-s representative ]egislature, through all 
the parts to wheresoever the rights, interest or 
power of its dominions extend, so as to form (I can
not too often ·inculoate the idea,) a grand .Marine 
Dominion, cOll'sisting 01 our possessions in the At. 
lantic and in America united into one Emprire, in 
one centre where the 3eat of Govemment is." 

So far we have given Governor Pownal's opinion 
on this great subject, and we have to remark on 
his first and second paragraphs, that .he has there 
struck out a very strong and impressive argument 
in fav-our of the Union of the Colonies with Great 
lJritain "A .grand marine Dominioncon~isting ,of 
our possessions in the . Atlantic and in America, 
united .into one Empire, in one center where the 
-seat of ·Government is." 

c 



The conclusion he draws at in subsequent 
parts of his discourse it is true, was meant to 
apply to the system of laws and trade as then 
relating to all the old colonies; and although the 
same extent of evil effects might not ensue fl'Om 
them with resped to the present North American 
Colonies. still, the same al'gument will serve to 
prove that much good will result to both Colonies 
and Parent State, from a Unioll, and that the evils 
-foretold by Governol' Powlial may be prevented 
thereby from arisi~ in future, 

The opinion of so respectable a person as 
Governor Pownal appears to have been, is of much 
weight in favour of the Union of the Colonies that 
still remain to Great Britain, yet as the principle, 
his plan of union, is based upon, appears to be 

. that the Colonies, after being united to the British 
-Parliament are then to be subject to Taxation by 
. it, and as that principle is diametrically opposed 
to the plan of Union,.! have all along contemplated 
as the one most suitable to, and consistent with the 
present provincial constitution and indeed with the 
capabilities of these Provinces, and as we shall 
shortly introduce this plan to the reader's consid
eration, ~ we shall defer our observations on 
the principle of this taxation to that period. 

We shall now extract from the profound author 
of the " Wealth of Nations," Adam Smith,a. part or' 
his opinions on the Union of the Colonies by re
presentation in the parliament of Great Britain. 
This great author is thus described by his bia~ 
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gl'apher Dugald Stewart, "He has not only ex
tended the boundaries of science, but enlightened 
and reformed the commercial policy of Europe." , 
: It is true 'it has been said, "that the practical 
experience of modern times has corrected and 
modified some of the theoretical positions, of this 
great econotnist," but I have little doubt that by 
far the greater part of the profound commercial 
truths he has developed, will never be controvert
ed, but that, being fouuded on the nature of things, 
they will derive confirmation f(,om increasing ex
perience; and in the well merited praise of his 
system of political economy, I beg leave here to 
quote the remaJ'k made by Lonl Kenyon at a trial 
which came before him in the King's Bench; seve
ral extracts were made by the counsellor in the 
case, from works on political economy written 
since Mr. Smith's Wealth of Nations. His Lord
ship said, he had read Adam Smith's work and he 
had fead all the ,,,orks 011 that subject, since his 
titne~ and that he found them all Adam Smith, 
hashed up . 

. We now proceed to the extract from this great 
work. 

"Towards the declension of the Ron1ah Repub
lic~ says Mr. Smith~ the Allies of Rome who had 
borne the principal burden of defending the State 
and 'extending the Empire, demanded to be admit
ted to all the privileges of Roman citizens; upon 
being refused, the social war broke out. During 
the course of that w,ar, Rome granted those privi-

c2 



leges to the greater part of them, one 'by one, ·anil 
in ,proportion as they detached 'themselves from 
the '~eneralConfederacy." 

The ;Parliament of Great Britain, insists upon 
taxing the Colonies, and they refuse to be taxed by 
a parliament in whom they are not represented. 
If to each colony which would detach itself froIIj 
the general confederacy Great Britain should allow 
such a number of Representatives, as suited the 
proportion of what it contributed to the public 
revenue of the Empire, in consequence of its be
ing subjected to the same taxes, and 'in compen
sation admitted to the same freedom of trade with 
its fellow subjects at home; the number of 
its representatives to be augmented as the propor
tion of its contributions might afterwards augment; 
a new method of acquiring importance, a new and 
more:dazzling object of ambition would be pre
sented to the leading men of each Colony. In
stead of peddling for the little prizes which are 
t.obe found in what may be called the paltry raffie 
of a colony faction, they might then hope from ,the 
presumption which men naturally 'have in their 
own ability and good fOltune, to draw some of the 
great . prizes which sometimes come from the 
whole of the'greatstate lottery of British politics. 
Unless this, or s(}me other, method is fallen upon, 
and there seems to be none more obvious than 
this of preserving the irnportanceandof.gratifying 
the ronbitien {)f the ·leading men in America, it is 
not very probable that they will ever vol un-
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tarify submit to us, and we ought to. consider that 
tbe;blood which must be shed· in forcing them· to 
do; so is, every drop of it the blood, either of those 
who are, or of those whom w'e wish to have for 
Gur fellow" citiz.ens. They are very' weak who 
Batter. themselves, that in this, state to which 
thing.s are coma, our Colonies will be easily con
qller.ed. by force alone. The persons who now 
govern the resolutions of what they call tMir Con
tinental Congress, f{'et in themselves: at this mo· 
ment a degree of importance which perhaps the 
greateltt subjects in Europe scarce feel. From 
shopkeepe!'s,. tradesmen and:attornies, they are be
come Statesmen and Legislators, and are employed 
in contriving a new form ofgovernmellt for an ex
tensive Empire which they flatter themselves will 
become, and which indeed seems very likely to 
become one of the greate8t and. most formidable 
that ever was in the world. Five hundred dh'ferent 
people perhaps, who in different ways act imme
diately under the continental congress, and five 
hundred thousand perhaps, v.rho act under those 
five hundred, all feel in the same manner a pro
portionable rise ill their own importance. Almost 
every individual of the governing party in Ameri
ca fills; at present, in his own fancy, a station supe
dor, not only to what he had ever filled before 
but to what he had ever expected to fill, and unless 
some new object of am hit ion is presented either 
to him or to his leaders, if he has the ordinary 
spjrit of a man, he will die in defen:::e of that 
station. 
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It is a remark of the President Hanault, that 
we now read with pleasure, the account of many 
transactions of the Ligue, which when they hap
pened were not considered as very important 
pieces of news, but every man then says he, fan
cied himself of some importance and the innumer
able memoirs which came down to us from those 
times were, the greatest part of them written by 
people who took pleasure in recording and mag
nifying events, in which they flattered themselves 
they had been· considerable actors. How obsti· 
nately the city of Paris on that occasion defended 
itself, and what a dreadful famine it supported, rath
er thall submit to the best, and afterwards the most 
beloved of all the French kings, is well known. 
The greatest part of the citizens or those who gov
erned the greatest part of them, fought in defence 
oftheir own importance, which they foresaw was to 
be at an end, whenever the ancient Government 
should be re-established. Our colonies unless they 
can be induced to consent t9 a Union, are very 
likely to defend themselves against the best of all 
mother countries as obstinately as the City Of Paris 
did against one of the best of kings. 

"The idea of representation was unknown in 
ancient times. When the people of one state were 
admitted to the right of citizenship in another, 
they had no other means of exercising their right 
but by coming in a body to vote ancI deliberate 
with the people of that other state." 

The admission of the greater part of the inha-



bitants of Italy to the privileges of Roman citizens, 
completely ruined the Roman Republic. It was no 
longer, possible to distinguish between.~who was 
aodwho was not, a Roman citizens. No tribe could 
know its own numbers, a rabble of any kind could 
be introdu(!'ed iIitci the assemhlies of the people, 
eould drive out the real citizens, and decide upon 
the affairs of the Republic as if they themselves 
had been. such. But though America were to 
send fifty or sixty new representatives to parlia
ment, the doorkeeper of the House of Commons 
eould not find any great difficulty in distinguishing 
who was and who was not a member. 'Though 
the Roman constitution therefore, was necessarily 
ruined, by the union of Rome with the allied 
states of Italy, there is not the least probabHity 
that the British Constitution would be hurt, by the 
Union of Great Britain with her colonies. That 
Cons/itzition on Ihe contrary would be completed by 
it, and seems to be imperfect without U. The as~ 
sembly which deliberates and decides cO'(lcerning 
the affairs oj every part of Ihe Empire"in order to 
be properly informed, ought certainty to have Re
preselitalives from et'ery part of it. rhat this 
Union however could 'be easily effectuated, or that 
difficulties and great difficulties might not occur in 
the execution, I do not pretend, I have yet heard 
of none however which appeared insurmountable. 
The principal perhaps arise not from the nature 
ot tbmgs, but from the prejudices and ,opinions 
ofthe people both o.f this and the other side. of the 
Atlantic. 



We· on this' side of the water are afl'aid least the 
multitude of American representatives. should 
overturn the' balanee of the constituti01l: and 
increase toocmuch, eithel! the inflUence:oftheJcrown' 
on the one;hand, or the force ot: the democracy on, 
the other. But jf the number af Amerieallt repre
sentatives were, to be in; pllopollf;ion to: the: prodUce 
of American taxation, the number of people, to be, 
managed would increase in proportion to the 
means of managing them, and the meaDS' of; man
aging' to the number of people to be managed. 
The monarchical and democratical patts of the 
constitution after'the union would statut exactly ill 
the same degree of relative. force with regar.d to 000' 

another as they had done before. 
The people on the otheF side. of the water ar.e; 

afrai~ that their distance from the seat of empire
might expa~e- them to many o'ppressions. But 
their representatives in parliament, of which the 
number ought from· the first to be considerable. 
would easily be able to protect them &om; all 
oppression. Tire distance could' not much weak
eR the dependency of the representative upon the 
constituent, and the former would still feel that he. 
owed his, seat in- parliament, anti all th~ conse
quence which he derived from it, to the good. 
will of the latter. It would be the interest of the 
former therefore to cultivate that good will by 
complaining, with all the authority of a member 
of parliament, of any outrage which any civil or 
military officer might be guilty of in that·· remote 
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part of: the Empire. The distance of' America 
fnmitheseat of Gov.ernment besides,. the natives 
of that oouRtry might flatter themsel¥cs, with 
some appearance of reason too, would not be of 
very long· continuance. Such has hither-to been 
theirapidpr.og.ress in that country in wealth, popn-
lation, and '·impro.-v.ement, that in the course of little 
moretDau a century, perhaps. the. produce of the 
American might exceed: that of the British tax
~tion. The seat of empire would then naturally 
r.emove: itself; to that part of the. Empire which 
contributed most to the general defence and sup
port ofthe; whole. 

Such: were the opinions in f!Wor of;, and the 
high authority conferred 'on the scheme of repre
,sentative. union of Great Britain with her former 
and present colonies in North America by Mr. 
Smith, a Union which, had it beeh ado,pted in due 
time would very probably have prevented the 
separation of the present States of Amel"ica from
the, Parent COlintry. 

I have however to repeat the same observation 
with respect to this great auth~r that I stated 
with respect to Go:lternor Pownal's plan of Union 
at the close of my observations on the extract from. 
it, namely that the idea of taxation of the colonies 
after- the Union by the Parliament of Great Britain 
is diametrically opposite to the plan of Union I 
have formed and which will shortly be laid before 
my readers. The Coloni~s are alreadysubject to! 
taxation by the Pr.Qxincial Legislatures and I feel, 



)J-eisuaded that no plan of Union by which they 
would also becoine liable. to a second taxation,by 
the Parent State, would be .acquiesced in by these 
countries. 

The observations of Mr .. Smith in the first and 
third paragraph which we have quoted are admi
rably calculated to shew the utility of representa
tive union in an extensive Empire inasmuch as we 
concei,,-e it may be fairly inferred that had the al
lies of Rome when admitted by her as Roman, 
citizens, been duly represented by deputies sent, 
from each state to sit in the Roman Senate or 
~ational Council, we say it maybe fairly inferred 
in that case that the Roman Empire instead of 
being ruined by her allies would probably have 
endured for numerous ages longer than she did. 

Mr. Chisholm, in the work I have above men
tioned has therein quoted the objections of the 
celebrated Edmund Burke to this Union of the 
Colonies with the British Parliament, and has, I 
think, very well answered and refuted these objec-· 
tions, independently even of the newly acquired 
accession of steam power in cf()ssing the Atlantic, 
which it seems Mr. Chisholm had predicted in his 
,,-ork, and has now the satisfaction. -of seeing 
those predictions pretty nigh realized. 

In corroboration of the idea mentioned above 
respecting the pl'Obably greater duration of the 
Roman Empire, had it possessed the discovery of 
rept'esentatibn we shall now mention instances of 
some countries which have derived solid advanta
ges and durability therefrom. 
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. A~cient Greece itself, is almost a sufficient proof 
of thiS, and had she had the foresight to have pre
vented the fatal influence of Macedon in her Nation
al compact and to have preserved her National 
virtues, she might perhaps have descended in her 
former glory to the present day. 

The Germanic Diet, and more particularly 
the united Provinces and the Swiss Cantons, are 
strong proofs of the capacities of Union III preser
ving the liberties of Nations even when surroun
ded by powerful and despotic Nations. The 
United Provinces in the midst of every difficulty, 
became at one time one of the greatest commer
cial countries in the old W orId, and have even 
sometimes been able to dispute the Trident of the 
ocean willi Great Britain. 

England herself affords a brilliant example of 
the strength and power of representative U niOll. 
In her fertile land of liberty this species of union 
has been with some exceptions gradually improv
ing since the completion of the Heptarchy by our 
renowned Alfred, up to the recent establishment 
of Parliamentary reform, hy which she proved the 
fact .that her glorious Constitution is competent 
to purify itselffrol11 all corruptions. And it is de
voutly to be hoped that the prosperous acquisition 
of this reform, may not destroy that moderation 
for which the British Nation in her political char
acter has been so conspicllous, and that she will 
soon perceive that the extension of representa
tive UnioII, to. aJlher Coloni~s, in a manner 
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adapted to their circumstances. mtl5t not only 
promote their peace,. security and prosperit}'! in a 
degree hitherto unknown, but'e~entually consoli .. 
date the power oCher Empire. 

Scotland~ by the g:reat· advances she. has: made 
since her Union with England, inAgrieult-urerand 
in several br~nches' of Il)-allufactuJ:e and) in. com
merce~ is a proof of the ad:vant<Q~es of Union by 
representation. The industrious spirit-;, the me
chanical talen-t, the, entcl1prising' and im~ent4ve 
genius of the Scotch might perhaps have other~ 
wise lain dormant for ages. 

Ireland, though last, will not be the, least who. 
will reap advantage from her pepresentati~e Union 
with England. She is sufficiently represent-ed, 
there by able advocates of her interests, and fair. de
):Hands. And she nQW pi'obably r-equire~ little 
more than an effident and wis~code of pem:' Laws 
to introduce peace and security into her country; 
and the advantageous employment of her labour 
and talents by British capital will then Jl{} doubt 
ensue, and produce a new career for her agricul
ture, manufactures and commerce. 

The United States may certainly be considered 
as having presented to the W orId a prominent in-. 
stance of the advantages of representative Union; 
although it must. be confessed that th.e rise and gra-. 
dual increase of late years of a most licentious spit'it 
among that people both in their domestic concerns 
and most especially in the late treatment of these 
provinces by a part of her populatiQn, gives 
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Mrong indications to believe, that unless they reo 
trace their steps, by the enactment of wise and 
saJutary laws for the accomplishment of that end, 
some disastrous events must ensue in that country 
proving that even liberty itself, the greatest gift 
of Heaven, may be abused, and if not preserved 
within the bounds of reason, moderation and reli
gion, . may produce the misery or ruin as well as 
the welfare :mdprosperity of a nation. 

Trusting now to have briefly shown that the seve
ral countries above mentioned and the extracts we 
ha ,'e quoted forma combined and powerful evidence 
in favor of representative Union, I shall now beg 
leave to conclude this part of the subjectwith an ob
servation onthatpurtofMr. Clrisholm'swork which 
tfcats on ·the "National and constitutional right of 
the colonies to representation in the Imperial Par
liament." These rights are'tJ'eated-in a very elabo
rate manner and the author appears to be much 
concerned that the right ·of Teprcsentlltive union 
has been so long 'Opposed and denied to the co
lonies. But it is consoling to observe that in the 
discussion which took place on Mr. Hume's mo
tion inAugust 18S1, in the House of Commons, it 
appears to have been eoncededbyall partiesin 
the house that the objections which had been of
fered by Burke and others, to this great measure, 
are now cancelled and done away with. By the 
passing oBhe late reform bill, the colonies having 
been deprived of their· former: Parliamentary advo
cates, mmely those gentlemen who were greatly 



46 

interested in the' Colonies, but had lost their seats 
by that bill, it was therefore the opinion of the 
parties in the House above mentioued that the 
Colonies should be somehow or other represented 
in Parliament. The ques~ion therefore is fairly 
open to be laid before it. . 

I shall now present to the reader the lUost in
teresting part of Mr. Hume's speech on this sub
ject so important to these Provinces, and his 
scheme 'of representation as stated ill the reports 
of the house. 

House of Commons, .ilztg'Ust 16, 1831. 
On the motion for going into a Committee on the 

reform bill, .Mr. Hurne rose to submit an impor
tant motion to the house. Everyone was aware of 
the great importance of the colonial interests; and 
those who were acquainted with the nature, extent, 
population, and wealth of the Colonies, naturally 
inquired whether they were not entitled to repre
sentatives in l)arliament. The population of Bri
tish India amounted to eighty or ninety millions of 
souls, and its wealth and commerce were infinite. 
There were besides thirty-four colonies including 
the Canadas, containing a large population and 
most extensive resources. He asked the house 
why so important a part of the King's Dominions 
as the Colonies-important both as regards their 
population and their riches,-should not come 
within the reach of so important a change as that 
now contemplated in the constitution of that house. 
It was a clear proposition, as he conscived that 
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ereryBl'itish intel'c$t ought to be represented il') 
.t?at House accorJing to its population and p,rospe
r~ty, ~nd ~hy ~el'e not the Colonies to be put in a 
situatIOn 10 whlCh they might participate in the 
power conceded to other portions of his .lHajesty's 
Dominions 1 By the common law of the land 
.every EngIi8hman who expatriated himself to one 
'<>f the Colonies of this country, carrieJ with him 
all the rights and privileges of an lEnglishman, 
subject only to the changes which the local circum
stances of the colony in which he resided rendered 
necessary. The internal regulations of the colo
nies were placed under the control of the king in 
council, until the colonies assumed such a position 
as to enable the inhabitants to manage their own 
affairs. The house however had never uivested 
itself of the right to manage the external interests 
of those" Colonies which had Local Legislatures, 
or to regulate their commercial arrangements 
.either with the mother State or with other Coun
tries. Every person was aware of the immense im
portance of the Colonies, which naturally divided 
themselves into distinct classes. The British 
possessions in India formed one peculiar class, 
held uder a particular tenure, th~ second class con
.sisted of the Crown Colonies, under the Govern
.ment of the King in Council, and having no local 
. LeO'islature, and the third and most important o 
cla&s consisted of those Colonies w.hich had a Le--
gisl~tive assemply for their internal Government. 
He begged th.e house to keep in mind the distinc-
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-ses, as the proposition he was about to submit was 
in some degree governed by the distinction. "He 
conceived that the Crown Colonies should have the 
same privileges as other colonies, and have As
semblies to legislate for their internal regulation. 
It was sufficient for him now to state tha.t this 
privilege was denied to nine colonies which were 
known as the Crown Colonies, Upper and Lower 
Canada, however, and fourteen of the West India 
Islands hall Legislative Assemblies to tax and re
gulate those Colonies. This then was an obvious 
distinction, and on which depended the difference 
he proposed to make in the extent of the Repre
sentation. He proposed to give a more extensive 
representation to those Colonies which had no le
gislatures but were governed by the king in coun
cil, and at the same :time he did not intend :that the 
colonies which had local Legislatures should be 
wholly unrepresented in the Imperial Parliament. 
-By the Statute IS George III. Chap. 12, the Br.i
tish Legislature 'was prevented from interfering 
with the internal affairs of the colonies which ob
tained local Legislatures, but power was reserved 
by the same act to make such regulations as 
should seem expedient with regard to the com
mereeofthe Colonies however much these regu
lations might ,aHectthe interests of one or aU of 
these colonies. It wa.g therefore in the power of 
tne :Britisn ,LegisJaturetoreduoe anyone or all of 
these Colonies to beggary, or grelltly to promote 
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their pr.osperity, a power of immense importance 
tb the whole of the colonial interests. What he 
n0'Y propo'Sed was·to give the Colonies a partial 
retkesentation; such a representation. as would 
place a·person in that House capable of stating the 
gilievances, and of giving information on questions 
which· perhaps effected the existence of them as 
Gohmies of this country. In leoking to the state 
of mis-government into which the colonies had 
fallen; more appeared to have taken place from the 
ignorance of the House and the country, as to the 
reaLinterests of the Colonies? than from any design 
to pass law"s which would produce evil consequen
ces-(hear, hear.) It was important that the House 
should be "placed in a situation in which the best 
inforDlation might be obtained with regard to the 
Colonies, if it were only to avoid the recurrence of 
those evils which the British Legislature had 
before inadvertal1tly and unadvisedly fallen into. 
He conceived that sllch an alteration would place 
Ena-land in a much better relative situation as re-
l!l. 

gards its Colonies. Twenty-five millions were now 
paid annually by this country for the support of its 
civil and military establishments (putting out of 
view the sum paid for the interest and manage
ment of the debt;) and of that enormous sum rais
ed out of the taxes of this co'Untr-y, how large a 
p9l:tion . arose fL'om the expens-es entailed on the 
co.untry by its Colonies 1 either as regarded the 
~"Qcial view which the question presented, or 
the rights of the Colonists as English subjects, he 

D 
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submitted that this subject W;IS most important, 
and deserving of the most serious consideration. 
Hitherto a large portion of British subjects resi
dent in the Colonies were deprived of any legiti
mate mode of laying their wants and wishes before 
that House. It was true some Gentlemen con
nected with the Colonies found their way into the 
House. But one of the greatest and most striking 
objections to the Reform Bill had been that, when 
it came into operation, the same means would not 
exist for enabling Gentlemen connected with the 
Colonies to obtain seats; and a large portion, if 
not the whole, of the Colonies woult! be left with
out any legitimate mode of conveJ ing their wishes 
or wants to the Imperial Legislature-tHear, from 
the Opposition.) He (Mr. II.) did not mean to say 
that even aftel' the Bill came into operation, some 
Gentlemen connected with the Colonies might 
not obtain seats for populous places in the United 
Kingdom, but that was a very different thing from 
having a Member for each of the Colonies, or a 
number of the Colonies united, who would sit as 
the representative of the Colonial population, and 
be ready at all times to state the wishes of his 
constituents, and suggest any propositions which 
he deemed calculated to increase the wealth and 
happiness of that colony with which he was con
nected. With a view of preventing the evils 
which would arise from a great increase of the 
number of Representatives, he proposed to limit 
the number to the lowest extent, by which the 
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purposes of representation would be fairly an
swered... He did not wish to add to the present 
number of Representatives, but according to the 
plan proposed by Ministers, there would be 32 
Members fewer than there was at present. The 
number he proposed.to add to the House for the 
Colonies would make little difference in the rela
tive proportion of the numbers. Members who 
looked at different interests with a partial eye 
would probably take a different view of the sub
ject from that which he (Mr. H.) did. Some 
Gentlemen may conceive that British India should 
be considered above all things, and others would 
prefcr the interests of the vVest India Colonies; 
whilst some· would advocate the claims of Ceylon. 
or the Cape of Good Hope, and consider them 
paramount. He begged to be understood not as 
proposing what waS free from all objections, but 
only as approximating to what he believed would 
give satisfaction. It would be obvious to every 
one who heard him, that; to make the Colonies 
really useful to the mother country, they should 
be on the best possible terms; the Colonies should 
derive some advantage f!'Om the mother country, 
all reasonable ground for complaint should be 
removed, and they should be treated in every 
respect as adopted children-( cheers.) If this sys
tem of policy was pursued it would render the 
Colonies tenfold more valuable, and they would 
feel more satisfied with their situation, even where 
the policy of the mother country obliged her to 

D2 
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limit the means of their prosperity. However 
anxious Gentlemen might be to preserve ",erela
tive proportion of Members between England, 
Ireland and Scotland, he was sure none would be 
so niggardly as to say that a few Members for the 
Colonies would derange the proportion to· an 
injurious degr.ee; more especially as the three 
countries were equally benefitted by the Colonies. 
His proposal was that the Colonies should be 
represented in that House by nineteen ]\fembers, 
which he proposed to divide in this way:-

Members. 
British India, 
The Crown Colonies, 
British America, 
The 'Vest India Colonies, 
The Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Alder

ncy and Sal'k, 

4 
8 
3 
3 

1 

Total, 19 
·With respect to the West Indies, he proposed 

to give to Members. 
Jamaica, 1 
Barbadoes, Grenada, St. Vincent, and 

Tobago, 1 
Montserrat, St. Nevis, St. Kitt's, and 

Tortola, . 1 

In all, . 3 
which he submitted was as small a number as 
could possibly be given to the West India Colo-



nies-(hear, hear.)-There was another group of 
Islands under the British government and in flu-

, ence, and lying contiguous to our own shores, the 
inhabitants of which, although British subjects, 
had a1ways been treated as foreigners-he alluded 
to the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, and 
Sark, which had no representative assemblies, but 
were governed by the King in COllncil. To this 
group of islands he proposed to give one repre~ 
sentative; and if this was done he thought the 
population of those islands might feel they were 
Englishmen, what it was not possible they could 
have heretofore done-(hear, hear.) He felt that 
nineteen Members was a large nUlilber to propose 
to add at once to the represehtative body in that 
House; but when Members looked to the magni
tude of the interests those Members were to 
represent, he hoped they would not consider that 
he proposed too much. From returns which he 
held in his hand, as to the population and trade of 
the colonies, he would state some details on which 
his plan of Colonial representation was in a great 
degree founded. British North America contain
ed nine hundred and eleven thousand inhabitants, 
of which two hundred and twenty nine thousand 
were freemen. At present the exports from the 
British North American Colonies exceed two mil
lion five hundred thousand pounds per annum
(hear,) and the imports were upwards of one mi.l
lion one hundred thollsand pounds. From thiS 
statement the House would see the importance of 
those colonies-(hear, hear.) 
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Mr. Hume then gave a statement of the pOpti
tion and trade of the West India Colonies, Gibraltar, 
Malta, Cape of Good Hope and Australia, and 
British India, which it is not interesting to us to 
state; he then goes on to observe: "The next 
consideration was, the mode in which it was pro~ 
posed that those representatives should be elected. 
Now \vhat he (Mr. H.) meant to propose was, 
that eVeJ'y man entitled to set upon Juries in India, 
should also be entitled to vote for a representative. 

As to the West India Islands he said he saw 
little or no difficulty on the mode of election for 
them, as the inhabitants chiefly possessed the 
power of electing persons to manage the internal 
affairs of the respective Islands. He then obser
ved. "That the truth was, if the Government 
hoped to keep British America, they must resort 
to some such measure as that he proposed; for 
this he was convinced, was the only way to put 
an end to the bickerings which were constantly 
going on, and to attach the Colonies to the mother 
country. He had a petition, signed by ten thou
sand persons of the Canadas, complaining of 
grievances; and, if they had representatives, such 
a petition, he believed, never would have been 
called for. To the Canadas, with the adjoining 
islands, he proposed to give three members. To 
Lower Canada, which contained a population of 
four hundred and twenty-three thousand, he would 
give one member; to Upper Canada, which con
tained, according to returns on the table, one 
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hundred and eighty-nine thousand inhabitants, but 
according to recent information, two hundred and 
sixty.·five thousand, he would also give one; and 
to New Brunswick, N ova Scotia, Prince Edward's 
Island, Newfoundland, and Bermudas, with a po
pulation of three hundred thousand persons, he 
would give a third member. The mode of elec
tion was to be the same as that he proposed for 
the West India Islands. Upper and Lower Cana
da should return one member each; and the 
islands should choose delegates to elect their repre
sentative. One point yet remained, and that was 
how were they to find their way to the House
(Laughter.) He had three ways in view, and he 
would leave it to the House to sclect that which 
they thought the best. The first was that they 
should be elected for three years, and hold their 
seats for that peried, whether there was a new 
Parliament or not. The second was that the 
sitting Members should continue to hold his seat 
till the return of the writ was made to the new 
Parliament.-(Laughter.) He did not consider 
such a topic a subject for laughter. The ex-Se
cretary of the Admiralty may laugh; but-(Mr. 
Croker-I did not laugh.) It was possible there 
were errors in his calculations; but he thought that 
it could not be denied that, considering the dis
tance of the places and the complicacy of the de
tails, he might be excused for making some errors. 
The third plan was that, on the commencement of 
a new Parliament, no M.ember should sit till the 
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new .lHembers were returned to the House. 
There could be no great evil in that, b~cause they 
could be retumetl for the West Indies in six 
months, and for British India in a year. He 
thanked the House for the attention they had paid 
to him. The subject was one of great importance; 
and he thought Colonies, in order to be of service 
to the mothel' country, ought to be placed in a 
situation which would induce them to co-operate 
with it. If the subject were submitted to a Com-. 
mittee, he was quite sure they would find no dif
ficulty in preparing a Dill which would meet with 
the general views of the coul1try, and afford means 
to the Colonies of laying their grievances before 
the House. One objection to the measure was, 
that the Colonies already had legislative bodies of 
their own selection; but it ought to be remember- . 
ed that these legislative assemblies could legislate 
only on internal affairs, while the most important 
part of the business was that legislation which ap
plied to their commerce, and which was made by 
the mother country without their interference. 
For these reasons he thought they were entitled 
to representation. He had no intention, however, 
of dividing the House on the question. All he 
wanted was to lay the details before the House, 
and leave them for future consideration and dis
cussion. The Hon. Member concluded by mov
ing "That it be an instruction to the Committee 
to make a provision for the return to this House 
of members to represent-.'ce~~rtain Colonies and 
foreign possessions of his lUiijesty." 
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Such was the effort then made by Ml·. Hume 
to produce a Colonial representation of the British 
Parliament, and which as will appear by the follow:' 
ing speeches of which I give extracts, that even 
the Chancellor of the Excheqner, at that time 
Lord Althorp, and also several eminent members 
of the House did not only approve of the measure 
but gave Mr. Hume great credit for bringing it 
forward; and these Provinces have to lament that 
he should have suffered himself to have been so 
far led away by the representations of certain 
weak and disloyal characters in this country as 
to have prevented him from following up this val
uable measure in a future session of the Parliament. 
By the subsequent conduct of those men in plung
ing the Provinces into rebellion and its disastrolls 
consequences, he has good reason to repent his 
connection with them, and as a just retribution for 
the encouragement he certainly gave them by his 
"Domination letter it is to be hoped he will ere 
long retrace his steps, and endeavour once more 
to effect the passing of the measure for represen
tative Union: by the Imperial Parliament; by this 
means he will be able to atone fOl' the evils he is 
(by a great part of the loyal population of these 
provinces) considered to have brought on them; 
and will promote their peace and security, bya mea
sure the best of all calculated so to do of any that 
can be desired, namely the rendering them an 
integl"al part of the BI"itish Empire. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he hall 
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no intention of following his Hon. friend thl'ough 
all his details, because, it must appear clear to 
every Hon. Member, that it would be improper 
particularly at the present moment, to introduce 
such a clause into the Bill-(hear.) In fact he 
could hardly believe his Hon. friend serious in at
tempting to introduce a new system into the Bill, 
after they had been sitting upwards of a month on 
it in Committee-(hear.) When the Hon. Mem
ber spoke of the importance of the Colonies, and 
the claims they had to the protection and support 
of the mother country, he agreed in every word 
that he had said, but, even from the Hon. Mem
ber's own showing, it would be inexpedient to 
introduce a new and complicated measure into one 
which, God knows, was complicated enough
(hear, hear.) They had sat already a month in 
Committee, and if they were to adopt the principle 
of his Hon. friend, there would be no end to the 
business. He was sure hi~ Hon. friend had not 
hrought it forward with any injurious intention, 
but, looking at its complicacy and the discussion 
to whic.h it might lead, he could not conceive any 
one of a more hostile tendency. He would not, 
therefore, enter into any discussion, because if the 
subject was to be taken up at all, it ought to have 
a separate discussion. He would only appeal to 
the House whether such an addition to the Bill 
would not obstruct its progress, and discussion on 
it only delay the House from going into Commit
tee ?-(Hear.) 
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Sir John Malcolm said he would not follow the 
lIon. Member for Middlesex through the detail 
of his Speech, but he must confess he thought the 
Hon. Gentleman had made out a case in favour of 
his motion. It was necessary that there should be 
a species of representation for India and the Co
lonies, of which they were of necessity deprived 
by the Bill. He need not urge to the House the 
reasonableness of having in it men conversant with 
the manners and habits of the people of those dis
tant parts of the world connected with this country. 
It could not be denied that the operation of the 
measure would remove that facility by which the 
Colonies had been hitherto represented, and this 
seemed to be felt by the Chancellor of the Exche
quer himself. For his (Sir John Malcolm'S,) own 
part, he certainly should support the proposition 
of the Hon. Member for Middlesex, but without 
pledging himself to any part of the detail into 
which the Hon. Member entered. He trusted 
that his Majesty's Government would give their 
serious attention to the subject, and propose some 
expedient to meet the difficulty created by the 
Reform Bill, with respect to a want of Colonial 
representation-(hear.) He appreh.ended that 
when the Bill was passed, Government would 
direct its attention to that great question, the sub
j.ect of India, and he should endeavour to bring to 
that discussion, a mind free from prejudice. Upon 
that subject he would not now enter: nor would 
he detain the House longer, knowing there was 
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an anxiolls desire to go into the Committee on the 
Reform Bill.-(Hear.) 

Sir C. Wetherell said that the attention of the 
House was now called to a subject as important 
as any which had come under its discussion. The 
opinion of Mr. Burke had been quoted to show 
that he was unfavourable to the Colonists having 
direct representatives in that house. A more able 
man, one with more information, and a great de
sire to benefit his country, could not be found. 
Kow what did Mr. Burke in effect slate? Why, 
according to the abstract principle upon which the 
House of Commons was then constituted, the Co
lonies ought to have representatives, but practical
ly he felt it a great difficulty to overcome. But Mr. 
Burke was speaking of the existing Constitution 
of the Countt·y-[Hear, hear.] And if the Consti
tution was to be torn up in the way the Bill con
templated, the difficulty in having representatives 
for the Colonies under the new Constitution was 
notinsuperable-[Hear, hear.] Mr. Burke's objec
tion was, because it was contrary to existing things, 
rebus eJ:[antiblls. But there was no longer any 
thing in such an objection, because the Bill had 
removed the cause of it. ·What was done with the 
Colonies, he begged to enquire ? Were they not 
taxed? Certainly not in the same way that the 
House of Commons had attempted to tax America. 
Nevertheless he could contend that the Colonies 
were subject to a taxation. The trade was regu
lated, the import and export duties were imposed 
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by the Legislature. It might not be pleasant to 
awaken a reminiscence of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, otherwise he would ask the Noble 
Lord what was the regulation of duty on American 
timber and Cape wine, but a species of taxation 
on the Colonies ?-[Hear and a laugh.] This coun
try, it could not be denied, internally and external. 
ly, directly and indirectly, did levy m~nies on the 
Colonies. 'Vhen there was about to be a reduc
tion of thirty-three members of that House-for 
which, by-the-bye, the noble Lord had given no 
satisfactory rcasoll-'"I;:hcll the Bill excluded all 
the Members for the Colonies, who had an indirect 
mode of gaining admission to that House, without 
their being any mode substituted for the omission 
thus created, he thought that the motion of the 
Hon. Member for Middlesex was one of great 
importance. For although the Bill createu M:elU
bers for Brighton, and Chelmsford, and Green
wich, yet it left ullrepresentetl the Continent of 
India, the ,,y est India Islantls, and Canada
[Hear.] The vast population of India, the pro
perty there at stake-the "V cst India possessions, 
with all its valuable interests, and Canada, were 
all to be disregarded, in order that-the interests of 
those who catch white bait at Greenwich may be 
attended to, as well as the interests of those who 
0'0· down to Cheltenham or Brighton for their 
health.-[Laughter.] The promoters of the Bill 
had shut out all access to that House for those who 
J;cpresented the large Colonial possessions belong-
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ing to this country, in order that they might rear 
up a miserable interest, not a thousandth part so 
important to the kingdom. But the new Constitu
tion was going to pieces from its magnitude. 
Every day opened a page of levity and folly, of 
injustice and unfairness, of inconsistency and 
weakness, in the measure.-The principle adopted 
by the Romans in their conquest was to receive 
in their Senate the Representatives of the con
quered Colonies. He proceded to argue that the 
Colonies being deprived of lhe access they for. 
merly had to representation in this Legislature, 
ought to have some new avenue thrown open to 
them. 

Sir Charles Forbes rose simply to express his 
cordial approval of the Hon. Member for .Middle
sex, for the representation which was enjoyed by 
the Colonists under the present system of return. 
ing Members to Parliament being about to be 
taken away from them by the Reform Bill, which 
he wished, and hoped, and believed, would not 
pass into a law, he was quite satisfied that the 
interests of those highly important and valuable 
possessions of England, the Colonies, ought not 
to be overlooked. 

Sir George Murray said that he felt extremely 
glad to find such attention had been paid by the 
House to the proposal of the Member for Middle
sex, and also that the important observations with 
which the Hon. Member had introduced his mo. 
tion, had received so full a consideration. It had 
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cettainly appeared to him, during the long debates 
which had taken place on the Reform Bill, that 
the House had altogether forgotten that the British 
Empire did not entirely consist of the immediate 
islands of Great Britain and Ireland, but that it 
partly consisted of some highly important and 
valuahle possessions in the East and West Indies, 
and other parts of the globe; of the importance 
of these possessions he was always, however, fully 
impressed; and he must take leave to express 
the satisfaction with which he had heard the Hon. 
Member for Middlesex express his opinions, as he 
had feared, from the general tenor of the Hon. 
Member's arguments in the House, that he did not 
entertain any high estimate of the value of the 
Colonies. It had been clearly and incontrovertibly 
shown by that Hon. Member, and by the Hon. 
Member for Taunton, that the virtual representa
tion at present enjoyed in their House, under the 
present mode of election, by the Colonists, would 
be utterly and completely taken away from them 
by the measure now undergoing consideration; 
and that when the Reform Bill had passed into a 
law, the House would be found to be composed 
entirely of Members who would be returned to 
support local interests alone, thus depriving the 
Colonists entil'ely of that virtual representation 
which had been found to be so beueficial to them. 
He rose, therefore, merely to express his convic
tion of the necessity Ministers or that House would 
be under either of adopting or modifying the plans 
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of the Hon. Member for Middlesex, or of taking 
the idea suggested by.the Hon .. Member for 
Taunton into their serious consideration, with a 
view to remedy the great and important evil which 
would result to the Colonists. The Noble Lord 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) opposite, on 
various occasions, when Hon. Members who were 
otherwise friendly to the Bill had got up. to make 
amendment or to suggest any improvement in its 
details, had observed that such a proceeding 
evinced a desire on their part to defeat. the Bill. 
NO'.v, he would not admit this to be the fact, with 
respect to the proposal before the House, for both 
the DOll. Member for Middlesex and Taunton 
were direct and warm supporters of the Bill, and 
not its enemies. It was surely the duty of Minis
ters, ifthe Bill must pass into a law, to endeavour 
to make it as beneficial as possible to the country; 
and he would venture",. to predict, that when all 
those places which were to be furnished with Re
presentatives had received thei!" allotted portion of 
influence in that House, it would be found that the 
Bill, so far from giving representatives to those 
particular interests of the country, which those 
vast and complicated interests required, actually 
deprived many of them, and those too most impor
tant ones, of the virtual representation they now 
enjoyed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he was 
averse to the measure as it would impede the Re
form Bill-it o~ght to form a separate mea~ure. 
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.'The mution was then put and negatived. 
. It thus appears from the speeches of many em-. 
inent members of the House of Commons, that they 
not only approved of the measure of a Representa
tive Union of the British North American Colonies 
with Great Britain; but that from the changes 
effected in the House of Commons of the lmperial 
Parliament by the late Reform Bill; that such a 
measure was actually necessary. The coast then 
is l.Ompletely clear for the question and mea
sure, to be again brought before them, and. I have 
little or no doubt that if that were properly done 
this great measure would be carried. 

I have now only to present to my readers the 
plan of Representative Union with the Imperial 
Parliament which, I believe, would answer the 
purpose, and is alone consistent with the present 
condition of these Provinces. It is tirst to be ob
served, that all the plans we have extracted from the 
works named in the foregoing pages namely Adam 
Smith, and Governor Pownal appear to be based 
on the Idea of a representation of the people of 
the Colonies, (by Members deputed to the ]mpe
rial Parliament,) in no wise different from those 
sent to it by the people of Great Britain. The 
same entire representation was also contemplated 
by Mr. Hume in the motion on tne subject above 
stated; these Colonial Representatives th:en having 
a right to vote on all questions of taxation of the 
people of England, the North American Colonies 
would also be subject to taxation by the Imperial 
Parliament. 

Now all the North American Colonies are by 
the Constitution of each Province subject to taxa
tion by their own separate Legislatures. Each o( 
these Legislatures is perfectly competent to de-

E 
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termine the quantity of this taxation, and the mode 
and time of levying it which is most consonant with 
the indispensible necessities of the Government, 
and with the will amI capacities of the people to 
pay it. There IS no ne~essity whatsoever there
fore, to subject these Colonies to a second taxation 
by another Parliament. And as the people of 
each Colony enjoy the right of choosing their own 
Colonial Representatives in their House of Assem
bly and thereby ghoe their consent to the Colonial 
taxation, so likewise, there is no necessity that the 
Representatives who shall be deputed to sit in 
the Imperial Parliament should be chosen by the 
people at large. It will therefore I conceive be 
perfectly sufficient, that these Representatives in 
the Imperial Parliament be chosen by the separate 
Legislature of each Colony. By this means I 
conceive, men of the deepest stakes in the welfare 
of these countr-ies, and of the most eminent chm'
acters for integrity, Intelligence and ability 
will be more likely to be chosen. All that these 
Provinces want in the way of Representation, 
may, I conceive be thm; completely acquired. All 
they want is to have men perfectly acquainted 
with the Interests of their respective Colonies to 
maintain those Interests with zeal judgment 
and ability in the House of Commons of the Im
Eerial Parliament. But especially, I conceive this 
Representative Union must be so modified and 
managed, that while the Colonial Legislatures are 
allowed to send such Representatives, that at same 
time this Representation shall be of such a nature 
as shall not render these Colonies subject to a 
second taxation by the Imperial Parliament. Be
cause,1 do not conceive a taxation of this kind would 
ever meet the wishes of, or be agreed to by the 
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people of these Colonies. The Imperial ParJia
m~nt cannot possibly, be equally well acquainted 
wtth the capabilities or inclination of the people 
of these Colonies to bear taxation as the Legisla
tures of each Colony are, and the involving them 
in subjection to taxation by the Imperial Parlia
ment would probably produce a fruitful source of 
dissatisfaction and discontent. To steer clear 
therefore of this snbjection to a second taxation is 
a great object of the following: 
Principles of the Representative Union of British North. 

America with Great Britain. 
Ist Principle.-That it is highly necessary for the future peace, 

secu·rity and welfare of these Provinces, that they should be em
powered by Her Majesty's Government, to send a certain number 
of proper persons to represent those interests in the Imperial Par
liament. 

2d. That this necessity of representation has been already ad
vocated in that Parliament, and it was therein agreed to on all 
sides, on the disr.ussion of this question on the 16th August, 1831, 
that, as the Colonies would be deprived of "irtual representa
tion in the House of Commons by the Reform Bill, that a Repre
sentative Union ought to be forthwith granted to them. 

3d. The necessity of such Representative Union has also, it is 
concei ved, been further proved by the late disastrous events which 
have taken place recently in two of the principal North American 
Provinces, the two Can ad as. 

4th. That the existence and suppression by force of arms of 
three rebellions in the two Provinces, and the numerous invasions 
in consequence thereof by neighbouring States, which they have-suf
fered and repelled, appear to confirm the fact, that if Great Britain 
intends to preserve her possession of, and dominion over the North 
American Colonies, she must form such a Representative Union 
with them as shall render them entirely integral parts of the Bri
tish Empire. 

5th. That it is therefore now proposed for the consKleratioDl of the 
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public and the Imperial Government, that - one representatiVe
shall be sellt by the Legislative Council, and one ·other represen
tative by the House of Assembly of each British North American 
Province, or such number of representatives as shall hereafter be 
determined on, to sit as representatives thereof in the House of 
-Commons of the Imperial Parliament. 

6th. That these representatives shall be instructed by the Colo
nial Legislatures, and have a right to bring before the Imperial 
Parliament, statements of such grievances as may be deemed by 
them to exist in any Province, also to bring forward any mea13ure 
.they may j.udge advantageous to the security, trade, navigation, 
and other interests antI. political relations of these Province:;, and 
to make sueh motians and resolutions thereon, as they shall deem 
proper, and to have the right to vote in favour of the same ill the 
Imperial Parliament. 

7th. That considering that the people of the British North 
American Colonies are already subject to taxation by their own 
Colonial Legislatures; therefore the representatives of the Colo
nial Legislatures in the Imperial Parliament shall not ha vo tho righ.t 
of bringing forward any motion for tILe future general taxation of 
tlLose Colonies by fILe Imperial Legislature. But should any case 
occur, such as the extension of any right of trade, or the granting 
of any new privileges of any kind to the North American Colo
nie8, whereb~ it should be deemed just and proper that some addi
tional tax or duty should be in consequence of such extension of 
trade and commerce, levied on these branches of tradE', the repre
sentatives of each Colony shall in that case be authorised to con
sent to and vote for such tax or duties as may be requisite lor 
obtaining the said extension of commerce from the Imperial Par
liament. 

8th. That whereas on the seventh principle, above stated, the 
people of British North America do ~laim their constitutional 
rights and privilege to be subject to taxation solely by tMir res
pective Colonial Legislatures; so also the. ~aid people· of British 
North America, do not claim or expect that their said represcnta
\ives in the Imperial Parliament shall have the~right to vow in 
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llny question or motion of taxation of the people of Great Britain 
uy the IlI}perial Parliament. 

9th. That the said people of British North America feeliDg it 
just necessary and proper, that they should have hencelorth tho 
most adequate means of bringin~ before the Imperial Legislature 
any causes of grievances or complaint that may hereafter occur ill 
the said British North America, and ai~o to lw\~e the means of 
duly advocating therein the intcrl"t~ and aLi·:;tt\('l'lllC'llt of thew 
Provinces, do claim the right for their said representatiyes to bring 
forward beforll the said Imperial Legislature any sueh complaints 
or :£rievanl'l's, or interest., for legislatiVe) decision upon; and 
also the said peopie do claim for their said representatives in (II" 
Imperial Parliament, the rights and all thll freedom of speech and 
,leLa:c usually practised and en,i3yed by all or any otlwr members 
of the said Parliament, on all questions or motions tou(;hing or re
lating to the aforesaid matters; and also on all ll('casions in any 
session of the said Parliament, wherein any question, lnotion, 01' 

resolution shall be brought forward by allY member of tlIe said 
Parliament, any \\~ay relatia~ TO the ilJll'!'est~, \'.-,'lI'lre, or advance
ment, or ill any \Yay appeliailling to the ~aiJ North "i.lJ!<~': it'an Pru
VilllTS; and also the said people do daim for tlL'Ir said represen
tatives, the I'i~ht to vote freely on all sHch ot'l'aSiU!I;, according to 
their free will and jutlgment. 

The aforesaid nine enumerated princi:,lcs theil, 
are those on which we conceive such a Re!)l';:~(;!l
tative Union may be founded, as shall at once give 
to these Provinces the most adequate means to 
bring forward all subjects conCCm!!lg' their Inte
rests, peace, security, welfare and ad rancement 
apd to advocate and maintain the same in the Im
perial Legislature. At the same time this mode 
of Union will according to the 7th and Sth Princi
ples prevent f01' ever the collision of the Parent 
State with her said Provinces, on the important 
subject of their general taxation which will thereby 
be left entirely in the power of the several Co!o-
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nialLegislatures according to the Constitution 
g,"anted to the said provinces" - _ 

With rcspect to the appointment or deputation 
of an equal numbel" of rcpresentatives from the 
two h,"anches of each Legislature as per principle 
the fifth; any difference of opinion that may arise 
between the members of any particular Province 
can have no bad effect, as on every suhject relat
ing to the Colonies, brought before the Imperial 
Parliament a committee will doubtless be iormed 
by the House, consisting probably of all the Re
presentatives of the North American Provinces. 
In this committee thus formed in the House of 
Commons, eyery individual member will bl"jng for
ward and support his own measures and argu:. 
ments, which will he then decided on by the votes 
of the Majority of that committee, and their reports 
brought before the Hon" House of Commons to 
be a~ain discussed, and if sanctioned, finally sent 
to the other Branches of the Imperial Legislature 
for their discussion. 

Thus a tl'nly constitutional Colonial Federal 
Assembly will be formed in the very heart fij the 
Imperial Lpgislatllre for the full and fair discus
sion of evel·Y subject relating to any and all of the 
Noi"th American Provinces, 'and the measures the 
committee may determine on will then also be put 
to the test of the united wisdom and justice of the 
Imperial Legislature. , 

We trust to have produced in the course of the 
foregoing pages sufficient opinions and arguments 
to pl"Ove the necessity of a Representative Union 
of these Colonies with the Parent State. The 
foundation upon which we have placed this Union 
as stated in the principles enumerated, f.s indeed 
materially diff~reut from any former plan of Union 
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adv~cated in Parliament, btlt as the desio-n in mak
jng this difference is, as shown in the 7th and 8th 
principles, to avoid any collision with the Impedal 
Parliament on account of the taxation of these Pro
vinces we have great hopes that the said Parlia
ment, in consideration of the Constitution of these 
Provinces already established, will acquiesce in the 
pI"inciples of Union above enumerated, more espe
cially as by the Sth principle the right of voting 
em any question 01' motion of the taxation of the 
l>eople of Great Britain is not claimed. 

It is possible however, that the Imperial Parlia
ment, wishing to profit by the knowledge and abili
ties of the Colonial Representatives may allow 
them ,to debate on all questions whatever, which 
come before the House, even concerning the taxa
tion of the People of England, solely restricting 
them from voting thereon. 

We have, therefore, now to present this 
important plan to the consideration of the public. 
We conceive it will greatly tend to the peace, secu
rity and advancement of thetiC Provinces in every 
branch of prosperity. We conceive the late 
events in both the Provinces of Canada prove the 
necessity of this Union,' and we believe the rapidly 
increasing population of aU the North American 
Colonies will render this measure indispensi
ble. The sooner then we can obtain its advan
taaes, the better and the wiser. Should any future 
and serious differences occur in the several 
Branches of the Legislature of any North American 
Colony, whereby the public peace or business 
should become obstructed, an eificient safety valve 
will thus be formed, by the riaht and privilege of 
deputing representatives to the Imperial Parlia
ment, where these differences and difficulties may 
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he speedily uiscusssed and terminated.ahd wheI'e 
it is hip;hfy probable the Colonial Representa
tives will find it their Interest to combine all their 
zeal amI. talents for the general and individual ad. 
vancement of the Provinces of British North 
America. 

I now conclude this important chapter, believing 
ami hoping, that the past and present evils which 
have so long afflicted these Provinces, may be 
happily terminated by the Union propose.din !t, 
and offering my ardent prayer to the all WIse dIS

posel'of the destinies of countries; that He will 
bestow his blessing on that Union, amI enable it 
to produce the fitture peace, prosperity, and happi
ness of these North American Provinces. 
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