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REMARK.S, t.o/c. 

ON my arrival in Edinbul'gh a few 
days ago, a friend favoured me with 

a perusal of Lord' SELKIRK'S work, enti
tled, " Observaticns fJ1l the Presetlt State of the 
Highlallds q/ $cotland, with a view of the 
CausN, and p,.{)bable COllSequenceo of Emigra~ 
tiol1." 

Feeling an interest in the prosperity of 
the Highlands, where my lot is cast, I read 
the book with attention, and beg leave to 
lay before the publie a few remarks upon 
it. 

I am far from pretending to controvert 
.my of his Lordship's theories, borrowed 
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ii'om received systems of political eC0l10-· 
my, of which I do Dot profess to be a 
judge. But I am bold to maintain, that 
these theories are wholly inapplicable to 
the present state of the Highlands; or, ra
ther, that that state has changed so rapid
ly of late years, as wholly to elude their 
grasp. 

I hope to make it evident to every can
did reader, that his Lordship's knowledge 
of the Highlands is very superficial: that 
his information was chiefly derived from 
persons who had no partiality towards 
their own country; and that his Lord
ship, misled by the partial examination of 
a district or two, made a sweeping conclu
sion, that all the Highlands and Isles were 
in the same state. 

That; so far from the Highlands and 
Isles being overstocked with inhabitants; so 
as to require emigration; these countries 
require the aid of new settlers to stock 
them properly, and to convert to profit all 
those soutces of industry which nature 
presents. 

That the authorities on which his Lord
ship founds his arguments are obsolete, 
and wholly inapplicable to the present 

state 



t>tate of the Highlands and Isles; and diat,· 
in fact, no authority older than ten years 
is admissible. 

That every industrious man may find a 
comfortable subsistance, for himself and 
family, in the Highlands and Isles: and, 
with respect to those who will not work, 
we should be obliged to the Earl of Sel ... 
kirk, and others who wish to stock their 
estates on the other side of the Atlantic, to 
take them from us~ 

Lord Selkirk; so far as can be collected 
through his work, ascribes emigration, 
first, To the chang~ from ancient to mo
dern manners among the people; second, 
To the rise of rents; third, To the intro'
duction of sheep, and engrossing of farms; 
fourth, An overcharged population, which 
cannot find employment in their own 
country.-In following out his very eIa-. 
borate reasonings on the subject, the facts 
to· be adduced will enable the reader to 
judge how far any of these causes have 
produced the effects ascribed to them. It 
will be seen, that they are in a great mea
sure hypothetical; have had either no real 
"existe:1Ce, or little or no effect on emigra-
r.10n. 

A2 The 
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The only object I have in view, is to set 
the public right with regard to facts, which 
I state from local knowledge, and to leave 
them to draw the proper inference. 

Should these observations meet with a 
favourable reception, they may probably 
be illustrated at greater length at a future 
opportunity. In the mean time, I shall 
confine my remarks principally to the nine 
first divisions of his Lordship's work. 

But here I think it necessary to make a 
few observations on what his Lordship 
states in page 5. of the Introduction, 
" That he resolved to try the experiment, 
and at his own risk to engage some of the 
emigrants who were preparing to go to the 
United States, to change their destination, 
and to embark for our own colonies." In 
the eleventh chapter, that topic is again 
entered upon at greater length; and in 
pages 166. and 167., his Lordship quotes the 
names of certain settlements in America, 
to which the Highlanders of different dis
tricts have the gr~atest predilection, arising 
from the connection that subsists betwixt 
the original settlers and their relations at 
home. That, previous to the American 
,var, certain colonies of Highlanders set-

tled 
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tIed in the provinces alluded to, may be 
admitted; but that his Lordship is wholly 
correct in his statement, is denied. 

In opposition to these representations, I 
beg leave to state, that, at the commence
ment' of the American war, most of the 
Highlanders sided with the Royal Party, 
and, from the ultimate ascendency of the 
Republicans, were in general deprived of 
their whole property in the United States, 
.and, at the end of the war, after suffering 
great misery, were either obliged to return 
to Europe, or to remove to the British Set
tlements on the banks of the river St Law. 
renee. This they were enabled to do, by 
the humane interposition of the British 
Government in behalf of suffering Loyal
ists. 

The bad treatment of the Loyalists by the 
Republicans, was resented by their coun
trymen . at home. Of this treatment they 
had ample opportunities of learning from 
some of the emigrants who return~d to the 
mother-country at the end of the war, and 
from the number of Highland soldiers who 
had served in America, and who were dis,.. 
banded at the general peace. 

It may be easily conceived, therefore, 
A 3 that 
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that ever since the American war, the 
lfighlanders, whatever predilection they 
had for emigrating, had none for going to 
the United States; and experience has pro
ved the fact. 

The original emigrations from the Long 
Island, which comprehends that range of 
islands from the Butt of Lewis to Barra
head, haP. always been to those cO).1lltries 
now forming the British Settlements. The 
people of Glengary, Lochaber, and most 
of Inverness:-shire, particularly the Roman 
Catholics, had settled at first in Canada; 
and most of the Loyalists that remained in 
America joined their ·countrymen in the 
British Settlements: so that, in fact, any 
inducement that can arise from the con
nection subsisting between the first settlers 
and their c.ountrymen at home, operates 
directly towards diverting the current of 
emigration to the British Settlements. 

Of the number of vessels that went with 
emigrants from the Highlands, betwixt 
the termination of the American and the 
commencement of the late war, I cannot at 
l)resent speak with precision; but I am 
certain, that the greater part of them were 
bound for the British Settlements. From 

8kn. 
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Skye I know but of two which sailed for 
North Carolina, though I know of many 
others from the Long Island and Fort Wil
li~ t~at went to Nova Scotia, and other 
-part~ .of the British Settlements. These 
particulars .I may yet be able to ascertain; 
but I am enabled, by a communication 
made by a Gentleman of .respectabi.1ity ill 
the service of the Honourable Board of 
Customs, and other means, to state more 
minutely the number and destination of 
the emigrant ships during the late emigra';" 
tions of 1801, 1802, and 1803. 

In the year 1801, a Mr George Dunoon 
from Pictou, carried -out two cargoes of 
emigrants from Fort 'William to Pictou, 
consisting of .about seven hundred souls *. 
A vessel sailed the same season from Isle 
l\lartin, with about one hundre<;l passen
gers, it is believed for the same place. 
No more vessels sailed that year; but, in 
1802, eleven large ships sailed with emi-:
grants to America. Of these four were 
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lif Upwards of fifty passengers died in one of these ships on 
her passage. I saw the ships when at Fort William: they 
were much crowded. When the passengers landed in Ame
rica, they were shut up in a point of land, and all communi:
cation betwixt them and the rest of the country people cut 
(1jf, to prevent the contagion of disease from spreading. 



from Fort William, one from Knoidart, one 
from Isle Martin, one from Uist, one from 
Barra, one from Moidart, one from Green
od.::, Five of these were bound to Canada, 
four to Pictou, and one to Cape Breton. 
The only remaining vessel, which took in 
a cargo of people in Skye, sailed for Wil .. 
mington in the United States. In the year 
1803, exclusive of Lord Selkirk's trans
ports, eleven cargoes of emigrants went 
from the North Highlands. Of these four 
were from the Moray F1"ith, two from UIla
pool, three from Stornaway, and two from 
Fort William. The whole of these cargoes 
were bound for the British Settlements, 
and most of them were discharged at Pictou. 
Since that time, several vessels have sailed 
from the North-west Highlands with emi
grants, but the whole of them were for the 
British Colonies. 

What must the public, therefore, think 
of the disinterested and laudable desire of 
the Earl of Selkir;';, to change the current 
of emigration from the United States to the 
British Settlements? Those who are un
acquainted with his Lordship's patriotism 
and integrity, may be disposed to impute 
his statements to a desire to allay the pre .. 

judic~s 
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judices of his countrymen against emigra ... 
tion, while he effects his object in stocking 
his transatlantic estate 'with .emigrants. 
But I am disposed to ascribe these state
ments entirely to his ignorance of the de
cided propensity, which the Highlanders 
have for the British Sp.ttlements. When, 
out of twenty-five vessels at least, only 
one, or at most two, sailed with emigrants 
for the United States i~ 1801, 1802, and 
the early part of the year 1803, previous 
to the departure of Lord Selkirk; what 
are we to think of his claim to merit for 
changing the current of emigration, or of 
the disinterested sacrifices he has made, to 
induct!. the people to go to the British Set
tlements? In fact, his Lordship and his 
agents, as if they knew the predilection of 
the people; were more assiduous and suc
cessful in procuring emigrants in those 
districts which had never sent colonies to : 
the United States, than in those which 
had. 

I have no hesitation in saying, that, had 
his Lordship wished to stock a property in 
the United States, in place of Prince Ed ... 
ward's, he would have found it difficult to 
procure a single cargo in the North High-

lands, 
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lands, unless, perhaps, from Skye alone, 
vVhereas, by settling his colony in a plac~ 
to which the Highlanders had the strongest 
predilection, he found it easy to procure 
the number of settlers he wanted. If his 
Lordship, as he says, has given great ad
vantages to the people to induce them to go 
to the British Settlements, he must have 
been imposed upon, as those people, with
out any of the inducements held out by 
his Lordship, if disposed to emigrate at 
all, were previously determined to go to 
the British Settlements. 

Lord Selkirk and his emigrants furnish 
the strongest proof of the preference, given 
by the Highlanders, to one colony in place 
of another. His Lordship's original inten;
tion was to settle his colony near the Falls 
of St Mary. The people .of the Long Island 
signed his subscription papers, supposing 
the place near to the other British Settle;
mcnts, and ignorant that the Falls of St 
Mary were one thousand five hundred 
miles from the mouth of the river 5t 
Lawrence; but when, at the payment of 
.the first instalment of the freight, they be
.came acquainted with the geograph y ot~ 

the country, they insisted on being settlep. 
near 
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near their countrymen, and Lord Sel~irk's 
agent was obliged to acquiesce. 

I shall quit this part of the subject by 
observing, that it would have been wiser 
in his Lordship to have made no claim of 
merit for having changed the current of e .. 
;migration. He should have been entirely 
silent on that topic; as what he has ad
vanced upon it, betrays a want of inquiry, 
pr his patriotism would not have led him 
to attempt what· had been already done to 
his hand. 

I. Independence of the Highland Chieftains ill 
former times. P. 9. 

Vnder this head is presented a view of' 
the relative situation of landlord and te
;nant previous to the year 1745, which is 
admitted to bear a faint resemblance to 
the tn,lth. But the general picture which 
his Lordship exhibits of the ancient High.
landers, has all that colouring which poets 
give to the golden age; and to the modern 
Highlander presents an old friend with 4 

new face. 
His Lordship seems to regret the chang~ 

that 
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that the Highlands have undergone, and 
insinuates a wish to transplant a portion 
of the ancient spirit to the 0ther side of the 
Atlantic, which savours more of enthu
siasm than of sound policy. A different 
and more correct view of the state of the 
ancient Highlanders, would evince, that, 
instead of the description which he has gi
ven of the comparative happiness of these 
people under the old system of clanspip, 
the very reverse was the case. A peopl~ 
without industry; subject to no law but 
that promulgated by their chiefs; exposed 
to the most barbarous of punishments at 
their arbitrary will, to the confiscation of 
property, to the miseries of domestic war
fare, to theft and plunder, and to all the 
other, ills inherent in a barbarous state of 
society; cannot possibly be held up as en
ioying even a tolerable degree of human 
happiness. 

It is only matter of regret, that the 
Highlands continued so long under the 
old system, after the rest of the kingdom 
had changed for the better; and it may 
be safely said, that the suppression of th'e 
rebellions in 1715 and 17'1-.3, but particu
l;irly the latter, {3.1though attended· with 

much 
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much misery to many individual High
landers of those days), were the most for
tunate events that ever happened to their 
country. To the lower orders these events 
were peculiarly propitious, as they were 
followed by their gradual emancipation 
from a state little better than slavery; and, 
by rendering industry secure, paved the 
way for th~ acquisition of wealth. Nor 
are they now insensible of this great 
change: they contrast their present state 
with that of their forefathers, and draw 
the proper inference. 

II. Changt in tht Polic!! 0/ the Highland Pro
prietors subsequeJ1t to the Rebellion 1745. 
P.21. 

The author is correct in stating, that the 
present generation of proprietors are more 
intent on obtaining an adequate return in 
money for their lands, and less disposed to 
sacrifice their real interest, than their pre
decessors, whose ambition, warranted by 
sound policy, it was to retain a numerous 
body of idle adherents. What was sound 
policy at o~ time, might prove grO!;lS folly 
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at a subsequent period, when circumstan,; 
ces were completely changed. 

Circumstances have occurred, which ful.:. 
ly justify the present race of Highland pro.:. 
prietors for acting as they have done, in en,;. 
deavouring to turn their lands to the best 
account; by exacting for them an adequate 
rent. But, if it is inferred, that this has 
arisen from a disposition to. oppress on 
the part of the landlord, producing discon
tent and emigration on the part of the te
nant, such an inference is wholly falla'
CIOUS. 

The Earl of Selkirk may have observed, 
in other parts of the kingdom, the effect 
of rent in stimulating the industry of the 
tenant 1 and that, in fact; the farmers in 
other districts have only become wealthy 
and independent after their lands were 
charged with a fair and adequate rent. He 
may be assured, that the same causes pro
duce the same effects, in the Highlands, as 
in other districts. 

The abolition of feudal services, and 
imposing an adequate rent on the land, 
has not only produced a more vigorous 
cultivation, but a considerable extension of' 
the cultivated surface. 

An 
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An assertion is made, (p. 24.), that some 
proprietors, fr<?m vanity or tenderness, still 
retain their people, by the sacrifice of their 
pecuniary interest. But, in fact, no exam
ples have occurred in the course of my ac
quaintance with the Highlands, of proprie
tors maintaining their dependents in feu
dal idleness, against their own interest ; 
t.hough there may be, perhaps, a solitary 
instance, of some small proprietor, the 
doubtful claimant of high ancestry, who 
has the vanity to affect the pomp and state 
of his grand ancestors. Even such va
nity is not unaccompanied with some good 
effects. It generates a disregard of, or ra
ther a contempt for, useful industry, and it 
also leads to pecuniary embarrassments, 
which ultimately bring the estate to the 
hammer. 

These estates are commonly transferred 
to inen who have made money in trade, or 
in the East or West Indies. Such new 
proprietors are well qualified to repair all 
the mischiefs which the ridiculous affecta
tion of chieftainship had produced. In 
place of a gang of idle menials, which his 
exsublimity kept about his person, and of 
lazy and slovenly tenants, who, in place of 

, eu ltivating, 
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cultivating, wholly neglected the land; the 
new proprietor excites, and liberally re
wards, useful industry; and effecting the 
improvement of the estate on an enlighten~ 
cd and prudent plan, contributes to the 
permanent capital of the nation. 

To save repetition, it may be proper to 
remark, that the change which his Lord ... 
tlhip sometimes describes as advancin.g, 
and sometimes to be at this moment at a 
crisis, is already past. The change allu ... 
ded to, is from the wild and disorderly state 
of feudal barbarism, or rather of danship, 
to the security produced by the extension 
of the power of general government and 
law; a change from idleness and rapine to 
peace and industry. This change, I main
tain, is now effected; and all that his Lord
ship says about it, in the progress of his 
"lork, convinces me, that he has formed 
his opinion more from books, or from tra.
dition, than from actual inspection of the 
i;tate of the Highlands. 

J II. COllsequences 
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III. Cons.equences of this. change on Populatiolll, 
through the prevalence of Pasturage, Sheep
forming, and engro.f.fing if Farms.. P.26. 

It may be admitted, according to Lord 
Selkirk, that in the ancient state of the 
Highlands, the produce of the land was 
mostly consumed by its occupiers. But to 
give ~ull effect to this observation in sup
port of his theory, his Lordship ought to 
show, that the Highlands have already ar .. 
rived at such a degree of improvement, as 
admits no farther extension of the cultiva
ted surface; and that even the cultivated 
surface itself is subjected to that superior 
culture he describes, 80 that it can be ma
naged. by few hands. But so far is this 
from being the case, that the cultivated sur.: 
face of the Highlands bears but a very small 

" proportion to the surface that might be pro
fitably cultiva.ted;" an"d, ",hat is actilallycul
tivated, is very far from ha"9""ing arrived at 
the refined mode alluded to by his Lord
ship. 

His Lordship justly observes, that high ... 
ly refined agriculture, that approaches to 
lar4ening, will employ a considerable pD-' 

B pl'l)atign ; 
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pulation; and, he might have added, that 
agriculture in an infant and improving 
.state, will require additional hands; but 
this he has not done, choosing only to 
make use of that side of the argument 
which is suited to his own purpose. 

In this part of his work, his Lordship 
·seems to apply the conclusions deducible 
from one or two Highland districts, which 
he compares with the mountains of. Cum
berland and Wales, with those on the bor
ders of Scotland and England, and the hills 
of Cheviot and Tweeddale, to the whole 
Highlands and Isles. 

Some of his remarks are very just, but 
are utterly inapplicable, when extended 
beyond the districts where they origina
ted. The mountains between Scotland and 
.England never were so populous as at pre
sent, having been the theatre of perpetual 
feuds. The introduction of sheep, with 
the culture of green crops, has increased 
their population. . 

The mountainous Highland districts 
have never been populous; for, in fact, the 
great mass of Highl;md population has al
ways been accumulated on the sea-shores 
.of the Mainland and Isles, or on the.nu-

merous 



19 

merDUS ba. ys and lochs which i~terS"ect 

that country. The remaining, and lesser 
di vision of the population, in the interior 
of the Highlands, remote from the sea, is 
situated tn glens and valleys, intersected 
by rivers, or on the margin of fresh..:water 
lakes, which can only be considered as ex
tensions <of rivers; 

There may be some tl:uth in what his 
_Lordship asserts, that it may be more for 
the interest of a landlord to consign large 
tracts of land to one tenant, and to dis
possess the small occupier, where such 
land is situated in an inland country: 1 
say this may be done in certain cases; 
but I could quote instances in the interior 
Highlands, directly in the-face of his Lord
ship's whole argument. These cases refer 

, to the conduct of gentlemen, who, having 
stocked their mountains with sheep; with
out dispossessing a single tenant; and, be
ing influenced by no nonsensical ideas a
bout clanship, invited strangers to settle 
upon their property; built houses for 
them; furnished them with seed, and 
"\"ith lime or marl during a limited period. 
These occupiers had a portion of waste 
Ii-mel assigned. them, rent free during a cer-

E 2 ta~ 
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tain period; after which the rent was to 
rise progressively during the existence of 
their tenures *. Such bargains, as far as 
they have come to my knowledge, have 
uniforml y proved beneficial to both the 
parties. . While the landlord laid the foun- ' 
dation of progressive increase of wealth to 
himself or family; the tenant also, by ha
ving the full advantage of his industry, 
soon emerged from poverty to comparative 
wealth, and thus added to the permanent 
capital of the nation. 

Nor is the engrossing or enlarging of 
farms, when crops are the principal object, 
so hurtful to population as his Lordship 
seems to apprehend; provided this engross
ing have the effect of extending the culti
vated surface, and of rendering the former 
arable lands more productive. It is true, 
as his Lordship justly states, useless 
mouths may be discarded; but the joint 
operation of capital and skill, will put in 
motion a greater proportion of useful la
bourers. A man cannot drain swamps, 
inclose fields, remove stones and other ob
structions, and substitute useful crops in 
place of barren heath, without employing 

Inorc 
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more hands than operated before. In 
other districts it has been found, that 
engrossing of farms, against which there 
was so much outcry, when accompanied 
with an increase of produce, occasion
ed more hands to be employed on these 
farms, than when they were occupied in 
patches by a. number of small tenants. 
For confirmation 'of this fact, his Lordship 
is referred to the late Reverend Dr Robert
son's treatise on the size of farms, publish
ed by the Board of Agriculture, and to the 
survey of Mid-Lothian by George Robin
'5on, Esq. 

Such districts of the Highlands, there
fore, as are favourable for the production 
of crops by the improved mode of agricul
ture, as the principal object, are likely to 
suffer no diminution of population by the 
enlargement of farms. But, exclusive of 
sheep-farms, we shall ha ve occasion to 

, show, that by far the greatest proportion 
of that country is best adapted for farms 
of various, though mostly of small size. 

His Lordship always talks of the num
bers which the land already cultivated 
can sustain, and infers that the number 
of mouths exceeds the produce. But he 

B 3 never 



never ~a ys a word of the large tracts of 
land, embosomed in these mountains, 
which are b.etter adapted for cultivatioll 
than the .lands actually ~ultivated, and 
whose produce might sustain a much 
more numerous population. 

The roads now making, at the joint ex,:" 
pence of government and of the proprie
tors, will open a communication with 
many valleys now inhabited, and produce 
an exten.sion of. their cultivation. They 
will also lay open other valleys, which ne. 
ver have been cuh:ivated, nor even inhabit
ed. They will remove one graf,l.d objec;
tion of his Lord$hip to the farther exten ... 
. sion of cultivation in the Bighlands; be~ 
cause, by these roads, every disposable arr 
tide may be conveye.d to a very beneficial 
market .. 

These numerous tracts scattered through 
the Highlands, are, in general, adapted for 
the occupancy of small tenants, where their 
labour will not interfere with the sheep 
system on the. mountains. Lest this asser
tion ;may appea.r gratuitous, or hypotheti
cal, reference may be made to some of the 
Highland districts of Argyle, Perth, and 
Inverness, where it is act~ally reduced to , . 

practice. 



practice. Want of roads is the reason 
why many small farmers, in such situa
tions, keep the excessive number of horses 
remarked by his Lordship. Where every 
thing must be carried on the backs of 
horses, a great number are necessary to do 
the work on particular emergencies. But 
where good roads are made, a single horse 
and cart can carry more than all their ca
valry. Thus the interior mountains may 
be stocked- with sheep; while a numerous 
race of cultivators may find employment 
in the valleys, and on the level ground on 
the sides of rivers and lakes. 

The islands and sea-coast on the north
west of Scotland, exhibit a _different cha
racter from the inland countries; and may, 
~ general, be regarded as best adapted -for 
agriculture, al'ld the rearing of black cat
tle. 

-From tradition and hist-ory it appears, 
that the islands, and sea-coast of the West 
Highlands, were inhabited long before the 
internal parts of that country. The situa
tion is well adapted for the human race; 
and the Chronicle of Mann, with the frag
ments of ancient Scottish and Norwegian 
;Ristpry, which have reached our times, 
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evince, that, '4t a very early period, these 
countries were inhabited by a numerous 
aud hardy race of people. The climate is 
by no means so unfavourable for the rai. 
sing of corn crops as is commonly imagi
ned; and both soil and climate are admira
bly adapted for the potatoe, and every 
species of green crop. The pastures are of 
the best quality; and the seas around are 
well stocked with fish. 

It is a curiou~ fact, that the population 
of the isles alld sea-coast of the Highlands 
of Scotland, remained stationary during a 
period of at least seven hundred years, 
and only began to inaease at a period not 
~emote from our own times. 

The apparent cause of this fact is, that, 
before the abolition of heritable jurisdic
tions, the inhabitants were involved ill 
constant petty warfare with each other, 
which rendered both their lives and their , -' 

property insecure. Occupied with these 
conl~ts, only a very small portion of their 
tlUle seems to have been devoted to the 
cultivation of the ground, to fishing, or to 
any other useful employment. Since this 
great revolution, however, in the political 
state of the Highlands, the population ha~ 

beell 
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b€en rapidly increasing, which may be R4 

scribed to the now quiet and peaceable state 
of the inhabitants; to the improvement of 
barren lands, and the universal use of that 
valuable root, the potatoe; to the introduc
tion of the cod and ling fishery; and last
ly, to the universal practice of inocula
tion, to counteract the dreadful ravages of 
the small-pox. 

In p. 35. Lord Selkirk argues, that agri
culture cannot be properly conducted, un
less the land produces much more than i~ 
necessary to maintain those who are em~ 
played in its cultivation; and he goes on to 
show, how the interest of the landlords. 
must necessarily impel them to throw se~ 
vera} of these small possessions into one, 
and to adopt measures by which superflu
ous mouths may be diminished. 

In a champaign country, capable of be
ing turned up by the plough, it is evident 
that this reasoning is perfectly conclusive. 
There, though no superfluous mouths may 
be fed, yet, we have observed, that extend
ed cultivation will still require additional 
labourers. As, in such situations, the prin
cipal product must be grain, it is evident, 
that if much more is not raised than is ne
cessary to feed those engaged in the culti-

vation 
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vation of the land, the landlord need not 
expect any rent, beca'llse there is no sur
plus from which it can be paid. 

But the situation of the di~tricts, now 
\lndcr consideration, is very different from 
this. It is. not possible, as asserted by his 
Lordship, p. ;35. '" that one man constant
ly employed, might accomplish all the 
work of cultivating several of these small 
possessions.'? In' fact, the only practi
cable mode of ~uhjecting a numb'er of 
these small possessions to one man, would 
be, by consigning them to a person un
der ,the denomination of tacksman, who 
cam~ in place of the proprietor, ~nd the 
people under him continued to cultivate 
their small possessions as before ; and the 
only difference felt by the latter, would be 
a more rigorous exaction of services, t:h~n 
when they held immediately of the pro
prietor. This was the mode adopted while 
chieftainship was the order of the day; 
and, as very justly observed by his Lord
ship, it was intend~d to provide for young~ 
er sons, and other near relations of the' fa
mily, w:ho, at that time, had no other 
means of proyision. Bnt when snch 
grants expire, they are now seldom re-

newed; 
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newed; and the policy of our Highland 
'proprietors has lately taken a different di" 
rection; which is to l1lake all, even the 
smallest occupants, hold immediately from 
themselves. 

That a number of such small possessions 
cannot yet be occupied by one active cul
tivator, may appear from the following 
statement of facts. 

In the Isles, and on the north-west coast 
of Scotland, the cultivated fields are ge
nerall y of small extent. They are bound
ed, and so much intermixed with rocks, 
rivulets, and marshes, that few of them 
are at present capable of. being cultivated 
by the plough.' Though there are many 
extensive tracts of-levelland, which never 
have been touched; many marshes, and 
wet grounds, of excellent soil, which might 
easily be drained; and many mosses which 
might be improved, and all these sub
jected to the pJough: the assertion is not 
far from truth, that, in these districts, two
thirds of the lands actually cultivated, 
must for some time to come be wrought 
by the spade, in place of the plough. 
While the spots, selected for cultivation, 
.are pitched upon from other views than 

the 



28 

the disposable produce arising from cul
ture, this must continue to be the case, and 
the cultivator must persevere in using the 
spade, in place of the plough. But, from 
the rapid changes which have lately taken 
place, the liberal policy of landlords, join
ed to the extending knowledge and im
proving sagacity of tenants; the time does 
not seem very remote, when all the land 
produce necessary for the sustenance of a 
very numerous population, may be raised, 
even in these regions, by means of the 
plough. 

It is true, that the whole, or greatest part 
of the corn raised on these possessions, is 
consumed by the cultivators themselves, and 
there is no overplus from which the land
lord's rent can arise. But, even the com
manding authority of Dr Adam Smith, 
'will not bear out his Lordship in the con
clusion he labours to establish, that it is 
the interest of landlords to throw.a num
ber of these small possessions into one; 
since their true interest, in the districts 
under consideration, consists in multiply_ 
ing these small possessions as much as 
possible. While the spade continues to be 
the instrument of cultivation, this has been 

shown 
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shown to be impracticable; and what is 
about to be stated will sufficiently evince 
its impolicy. 

With this instrument a man, by means 
of his own personal labour, and the assis
tance of the other branches of his family, 
can rear and maintain, on a small portion 
of ground, a numerous offspring, though he 
cannot afford a surplus to pay rent. But, 
when it is considered how small a portion 
of land (which in the Highlands is far 
from being unproductive) is sufficient to 
supply the wants of a family; and in how 
short a time the industrious man mayexe
cute the necessary labour in raising and 
cutting down his crop; it must appear evi
dent, that he has a considerable portion of 
vacant rime, which he may devote to other 
employments, from the savings of which 
he may be enabled to pay the landlord a 
fair and adequate rent for his possession, 
however small. Such employment the in
dustrious man, whose residence is near the 
sea-coast, may at all times have, either in 
the manufacture of kelp, or in prosecu
ting the cod and ling fishery in spring and 
summer, and, in most places, by applying 
to the herring fishery in the latter end of 
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harveSt aild beginning of winter. To each: 
holding there is also annexed a portion of 
waste pasture, on which the tenants rear 
cows, and in some cases sheep. It is evi
dent, therefore, that tenants, in such situa..; 
tions, have many resources, both for sub~ 
sisting themselves, and paying a rent, in
dependent of the corn produce of the 
land. 

It is manifest, that dispossessing sman 
occupiers, and letting large tracts to one 
culti vator, cannot be adopted in situitions 
where the land is chiefly cultivated by the 
spade; for in such cases the land, until it 
nndergoes a farther improvement, cannot 
be cropped except by the holders of small 
portIOns. 

A numerous and increasing population 
increases the quantity of cultivated land, 
which would otherwise remain waste. In 
many parts of the Nurth-west Highlands 
and Isles, the quantity of cultivated land has 
been doubled "\vithin the rnr-mory of many 
people alive, by the improvement of mos~ 
and barren ground. \Vhen an increasing po~' 
pulation requires an addition of cultivated 
land, it is common for the inhabitants of 
farms on the coast, to take in a large tract 

of 
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.of adjac~~t moss, whi<;h, being allmami~ 
red with shel~-sand or sea-weeds, of which 
there is always on the~e coa~ts ·an inex
haustible ~p~ndance, in thecours~ of be
ing ~ropped ,for two or three yeArs, will 
~qual in :value any other part of the farm. 
A still ~ore common practice is, when 'te
naIJts become too numerous on the culti
vated part of a farm, for one or two of 
them to remo.ve to some other part on the 
~ea,:,COast, .~d there form a new settlement. 
In the c;ourse of ~fte~n or twenty years, by 
the acces~on .of new settlers, and by the 
~arlymarri~gcs of the children of the first 
settl~rs, .this .n~w colony equals in popula
tion, and value, the original farm from 
which ,it was detached. It is a fact wor
thy of D;otice, that in one parish of the 
Long Island, ~ about forty years ago, the 
east side o.f the country which borders with. 
the sea, and is there wholly moss, had on
ly_ about ten families settled upon it. In
stead of ten 'families, that tract has now a . , 
population, of nine hundred souls; while 
the population of the ,other side of the pa
rish, instead of being diminished, lIas in
(Teased. , In other parishes of the Long 
Island, though the numbers cannot be S9 
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exactly ascertained, the population has iu
creased from the same cause, and at least 
to an equal extent. 

As the land already cultivated bears but 
a very small proportion to the extent which 
is capable of culture, it will require an in~ 
creased population, and a length of time, to 
effect the necessary improvement. The 
people have no occasion to cross the At
lantic to cultivate waste lands, because 
they can be furnished with abundance of 
employment, in this way, at home. 

The fisheries may be carried to a much 
greater extent, and employ a large addition 
of hands. The small holdings, and mode 
of culture, already established on the-shores 
of the North-west Highlands and Isles, 
have laid a foundation, 011 which may be 
built a system similar to what is already 
established, in convenient situations, along 
the southern shores of the Moray Frith. 
There a brave and skilful race of fisher
men occupy small lots of land, which they 
cultivate, chiefly with the spade, when fish .. 
ing is impracticable. From the superior 
abundance of fish, and their near conti .. -
guity to every shore, there is no extrava .... 
gance in predicting, that t-his immensely 
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TatiEd and 'e"tensive 'line of tbast~ may 
come to be stocked with a numerous swarm 
of intrepid fishermen, who will enrich 
themselves :;lnd their country, and add un": 
conquerable strength to the bulwarks of 
the natio~. But, as this subject may be 
reconsidered, it is only neCessary to state; 
that, notwithstanding some hints to the 
contrary, thrown out by his Lordship'iIi 
the progress of his work, no person expe
riment:tlly acquainted with these seas ever 
doubted; that the quantities of fish that 
m,ay be taken are ut~erly un~imited. The 
kelp manufactu:re also; may be highly im..: 
proved ; and even on the present system 
of management, its quantity may be great
ly increased, and wonld employ a propor..; 
tional addition of hands. 

, 1. have thus described extensive tracts of 
eountry, where the whole or greatest part 

, of the arable produce, contrary to Dr A-' 
, d~m Smith's opinion, is consumed by the' 
cultivators; yet, contrary to his Lordship's 
opinion, so far is' it from being the interest 
of proprietors to turn off these small oc..: 
cupants, and to enlargt! the farms, in order 
t() ,get a greater rent, that they could get 
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but a trifling rent indeed, without ttIese 
small 'tenants¥ 

The progress of industry, and of popu
lation, may come to effect a separation be
tween farming and other occupations; but 
at present neither can be carried on by the 
tenantry, to advantage, without, the other~ 

Sheep-farming shalt be considered after
wards. It is now only necessary to state" 
that the whole of his Lordship's reason .. 
ing, on this subject, is purely hypothetical" 
without being applicable to the condition 
and circumstances of the Highlands; that 
engrossing of farms,· where it can be of 
ad vantage to the proprietor, instead of be
ing hostile~ is favourable to' population; 
and that the greatest part of the Highlands 
and Isles does not admit of this engross
ing. His conclusion, therefore, that it is. 
the interest of landlords to turn off their 
small tenants, falls to the ground. 

IV. SilllaliPll 



iv. SitllatlOil and CirCll1nstances of the aid 
Tenantry: choice of Resource'S when dispos..;. 
:seued of their Farms: Emigration prefer.:. 
red; for what Reasons; limited in Ex
tent. 

The Author ha~ing; in the preceding 
sections; erroneously, as we have endea
voured to sho~, represented the change of 
manners, the rise of rents, the engrossing 
of farms, and sheep-farming, as the means 
by which the people were thrown out of em..:; 
ployment; and deprived of subsistence; he 
comes now to represent emigration as the 
most eligible mode of obviating these evils, 
or rather following as a necessary conse" 
quence. 

The change from barbarous to more ci..l 
viii zed manners, has been already consi ... 
dered, and has been shown to be highly 
beneficial to the people; and therefore could 
not form any reasonable motive for emi .... 
gration. The rise of re~ts and engrossing 
of farms, have been also considered; and 
what has been said on these heads need not 
be repeated. 
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We come now to consider the introduc
tion of sheep-farming as a cause of emigra
tion; arid h0pe to make it evident, by UIT
doubted facts, that other causes must be 
round for emigration, than sheep-farming, 
or any other assigned by his Lordship. 

It is certain, that in the North High
lands at least, emigration commenced be
fore sheep-farming was introduced. It be
gan some time pr,eviotls to the commence'
lnent of the Am.erican war, on the estates 
of Lord 1\1acdonald·,.Clanranald, and Glen
gary. On the first of these it originated in 
a general combination among the tacksmen, 
to obstruct certain measures which Lord 
l\hcdonald considered advantageous for 
himself, and the body of his people. On 
the sec~nd, it was occasioned by certain ill:.. 
timed quarrels betwixt the Protestants and 
Catholics, on religious topics, which show
ed more of zeal than Christian charity, on 
the part of the former. On Glengary's e
state, it was caused by several of the cadets 
of his family, attempting to outwit each o
ther in securing beneficial leases of the best 
parts of that property. 

At that early period, the tacksmen had 
considerable influence over their subteriants 
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and dependents, and, when they chose to 
embark in the business, they carried their 
people along ,with them; and thus laid the 
foundation of those colonies in the gulf~ 
or on the banks of the river St Lawrence, 
and'of one colony in North Carolina, which 
have since received considerable accessions 
from the numbers of their countrymen 
who have followed them. 

These adventurers, entering into another 
continent, and fondly flattering. themselves, 
as Lord Selkirk has since done, that they 
were to perpetuate their families, to in
crea.se their fortunes, and each of them to 
<l£quire estates, and to equal their own 
chieftains by the extent of their possessions, 
and the number of their follower~ in the 
new country; sent home accounts of the 
most seductive and flattering kind. The 
novelty of the change, the spirit of entet~ 
prise, the universal ambition of becoming 
'great lairds, and the alluring prospect of 
acquiring great and permanent properties, 
in a country said to be flowing with milk 
.and h0l1ey, all combined t9 spread the rage 
for emigration far and wide; and had not 
the war in America taken place at the time, 
the Highlands were in a fair way of losing 
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their inhabitants, to an extent which would 
have required some generations to replace, 

Many of the Highland emigrants, parti-: 
culady from Skye, adhered to the royal 
cause, and suffered severely from the ulti .. 
mate ascendancy of the Republicans. The 
settlers in Quebec, Montreal, and other co
lonies on the river of St Lawrence, though 
their country did not fall under the domi
nion of the United States, yet suffered se
vere! y in the conflict. 

To these causes, therefore, and to the 
panic struck by the convulsions in Arne" 
rica, may be attributed the almost total 
suspension of th~ rage for emigration for 
Juany years. 

To those unacquainted with the real 
state of the Highlands, and who are perpe
tually sttmned with the hue and cry a" 
gainst high rents and sheep-farming, it 
may appear somewhat surprising when 
they are informed, that of the number of 
~migrants who have gone t9 America from 
'the country which lies to the north and west 
of the tra!=t of the Caledonian Canal, a great 
part of them have emigrated from districts 
which are not yet, nor are ever likely tq 
pe, subjected to the system of sheep-farm_ 
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ing. From. Argyleshire, where sheep. 
farming was first introduced, fewer emi
grations have taken place, than from other 
districts where this system had not been 
adopted. If facts f therefore, are to be of 
any use in settling our opinions on matters 
of this sort, we must reject all arguments 
;is fallacious, which ascribe emigration to 
sheep-farming. In fact, emigration origi
nated, in the North Highlands, from the 
causes which have been assigned. 

The late flame of ePligratiol}. first began 
to be kindled along the tract of the Cale
donian Canal, by certain religious itine
rants, who addressed the people by inter
preters, and distributed numerous pam
phlets, calculated, as they said, to excite a 
serious soul concern! The consequence 
was, that men who could not refld began 
to preach, and to inflame the people against 
their lawful pastors, whom they never had 
suspected of misleading them, They next 
adopted a notion, that all who were supe
rior to them in wealth or rank, were op
pressors, whom they would enjoy the con
solation of seeing damned. Lastly, many 

. of them took into their heads, that all la
bour, not necessary for the support of ex-

C 4 istence, 



40 

i~tencc, was sinful. 'Vhen the fumes of dis. 
~ontent had thus been prepared, through 
the medium of fanaticism, to which, it is 
knowil, the Highlanders are strongly at
tached.; at last those levelling principles, 
rvhich had long been fermenting in the 
south, made their way among them, and 
'.xcited an ardent desire of going to a coun
try, where they supposed all men were e
qual, and fondly flattered themselves they 
might live without labour. This spirit, 
fostered and nursed by the emigrant a
gents, men who carried on a regular and 
profitable traffic by transporting their. 
countrymen, was not long confined to one 
district, but soon found it& way over the 
whole Highlanlis and Isles. To these, and 
not to the causes as~igned by the Earl of 
Selkirk, I am disposed to ascribe the ori .. 
gin, progress, and late violent eruption of 
the rage of emigration; a rage, which, if 
y,u-ious causes had not contributed to coun~ 
teract, again threatened to depopulate the 
Highlands. 

Lord Selkirk continues, under Head 4'1 
to argue, that the farming of large sheep
walks, and the throwing of several posses., 
~ions into ~ne, for the purpose of agric1l1"" 
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l11re and rearing black tattle, must have 
the effect in general of turning great num
bers adrift, who cannot apply themselves 
to any other employment than that to 
which they were formerly accustomed. 
, It may be granted, that, in times past, 
several proprietors, blind to their true in-:
terest, were too ready to join with their 
hill or sheep pasture, low ground capable 
of maintaining a numerous population. 
But the case is now very different. Croft
ing of the low grounds has been found ,so 
profitable to proprietors, that no sooner is 
the current lease of a sheep-farm expired, 
than a survey is made by professional men, . 
who layout into lots of considerable C'x
tent the whole low cultivated grounds, or 
such grounds as are judged fit subjects for 
culture.' These are inclosed, and are af
terwards, with some muir-pasture, let to 
tenants on a lease of from nine to thirty 
vears. The first year the tenant pays, per
haps,- a rent of 5 s. per acre; the second, 
7 s. 6 d. ; and so on, until the rent may a
mount to 20 s. or 30 s. per acre. By these 
means, the burden is light, while he is 
buildif.lg his houses, al~d improving his 
lands; but, towards the end of the lease, 
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when the subject becomes more produc ... 
tive, his rent increases with his ability 
to pay. In the lease, the mode is some ... 
times expresseq. by which the tenant is to 
cultivate his lands; and the size and di.,. 
mensions of the' dwelling-llOuse are also 
pointed out. If this be executed accord", 
ing to the plan, the tenant is entitled to a 
premium in mqney from the landlord 
when the house is finished, or to remune .. 
ration at the end of his lease. As sheep 
always prefer upland pasture, and never 
descend to the low ground except during 
storms of snow, it has been found by ex-

. perience, that where low cultivated grounds 
had been incautiously subjected to sheep, 
they have run wild, and are covered with 
heath or brushwood, and yield very little 
assistance to the sheep. It is hence the in
terest of the proprietor to restore them to, 
a rotation of cropping, by the crofting sys
tem. It is also the interest of the sheep
farmer; for cultivated land, besides sup
porting its own stock, can afford a much 
greater supply in hay, turnips, or other 
green food, for his ~heep, during a hard 
winter, than they could derive from the 
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~ame land in a wild and uncultivated 
state. 

This practice, which only commenced in' 
the North Highlands. about ten or twelve 
years ago, is now becoming universal. It 
is constantly observed in the letting of 
farms not formerly under sheep, and in 
re-letting those formerly under that stock. 

The cutting off of a low tract of arable 
~and, or a flat of dead moss, seldom or 
never interferes with the value of the sheep
farm, from which it has been detached; 
while it creates almost a new estate to the 
landlord, and cPIlsequentl y a vast increase 
pf revenue. 

The situation of the tenant is also great
ly b~ttered. Instead of a listless being, 
sleeping in the fields in summer, wrapped 
in his plaid, and fed on the simple fare of 
milk or whey, and not ul1frequently sub
sisting on the blqod of live ~attle; instead 
of dozing in winter in a miserable smoky 
hut, pervious to the inclemency of the ele
ments, and feeding on flesh often little bet
ter than carrion, and at all seasons threaten
ed with starvation; he is now active, indus
trious, and in all respects another being. 
fIe enjoys a comfortable house, quilt with 

stone 
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Inone 'and Erne, ,and has the luxury of glass 
in his windows. The labour of his hands, 
during a few months of the year, insures 
a sufficiency of produce to maintain him
self and family. The sale of cattle, of 
which he may rear and dispose a few an
nually, and the wages he may earn while 
he is not employed upon his farm, provide 
a fund for paying the landlord's rent; for 
providing the extra conveni(mcies of life~ 
or even, perhaps, for accumulating into a 
~mall capital. 

The current wagesusuallypaid to labour .. 
us, are now nearly equal to those paid to 
the same description of men in the south 
country. Even in the most remote of the 
\Vestern Isles, the current wages of a la~ 

bourer are 1 s. 6d. pe: day. 
It is a curious fact, that scarcely an in", 

stance has occurred, where a crofter, i. e. a 
person who holds a distinct lot of land, has 
shewn the smallest disposition to emigrate. 
This clearly shews this mode of occu
pancy to be suitable to the genius and cir
cumstances of the people; and were it uni.,. 
versally adopted, in all proper situations, 
it might become an abundant source of 
population. 

It 
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It is to be observed, in re'gard to those 
tracts in the North-west Highlands and 
Isles, held by tacksmen, though not stock
ed with sheep, nor calculated for that stock; 
that most of them are approaching rapidly 
to a different system of management. In 
many districts, the tacksmen's farms are 
falling fast into the hands of small tenants, 
who, instead of being cottars, or subte
nants; as formerly, now hold directly of the 
proprietor. The proprietors of most of 
the estates- on !he Long Island,. and other 
islands, have greatlyanieliorated the situa
tion of their people, by this mode of ma
nagement, while, at the same time, they 
have much increased their incomes. 

Lord Selkirk seems to lay particular 
stress on the statistical account given by 
the minister of Harris, regarding the state 
of possession in that country. It is there
fore necessary to offer a few explanatory 
remarks respecting that parish. 

A few years ago, Mr Hume of Harris, 
on his return from India, visited his estate 
for the first time after 11is accession to it. 
The estate was then, with the exception of 
twenty-three small tenants, whol1y held 
in lease by ta.;:ksmen. The whole income 
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amounted only to L. 895 per annum; and sd 
little prospect had he of augmenting his 
rent-roll,· that he resolved on a sale of the 
whole property at a very moderate price. 

On farther consideration, it occurred; 
that his estate might be of greater value 
than he was, at first, inclined to believe~ 
He saw a numerous body bf tacksmen, who' 
occupied only small shares of their farms, 
living in affluence and splendour, and 
amassing considerable wealth, ort the la
bours of the subtenants and cottars. Ii 
occurred to him, that by letting the farms 
to the subtenants and cottars themselves,he 
might relieve his people from many vexa..; 
tious burdens, and pocket the profits, fbr" 

merl y intercepted by the taCksmen. This 
resolution was no sooner formed than 
executed. He let all his arable farms to 
small tenants, at specified money rents, and 
abolished all kinds of services or duties. 

The first year he received about one 
hundred and eighty new tenantstlpon his 
list, and raised the rent to LJ 3500. The 
next year, some new openings occurring, 
he received about fifty additional tenants, 
&orne of them from other estates, and was 
thereby enabled to raise the rent to up-

wards 
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iVards of L. 4000 per annum. A consider
able part of his estate is yet under lease; 
:lnd it is· likely, as the leases expire, that 
the remainder is destined to undergo a si...: 
milar change, and that his income will be 
very much increased by the change.' 

On ClanranaId's estate of Dist and Ben...: 
becula, a similar .change has been lately 
effected; and most of the lands are held 
by sman tenants directly from the proprie..:. 
tor. These pay a specified money-rent, 
and are subjected to no services, or bur
dens of any description, except the making 
of kelp; for which they receive a high rate 
per ton. This change has enabled Clan...: 
ran aid, not only to augment his rent-roll. 
but also nearly to double the quantity of 
kelp manufactured upon his estate, which 
is made solely on his accouht. 

The estates of Boisdale, Barra, and the 
still more extensive estate of North Dist, 
belonging to Lord Macdonald, are mostly 
rented by small tenants, and, by the judi
cious management of these proprietors,· 
yield very great revenues, consi iering their 
extent. The Island of Lewis, Lord Sea
forth's property, with the exception of 
some hill-pasnJfe let to shepherds, is mo~t.,.. 

lr 
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Iy occupied by small ten,ants. The syS'':'. 
tern of crofting having beeli already adopt
ed with success on smafl tenant farms, is 
likely to be pursued in these districts, un.:. 
til each tenant shall have a separate divi~ 
sion to himsel£ 

The extent of these crofts is often con
si.derable, and equal to the ordinary farms 
in many of the lowland counties; and 
should the possessors exert the necessary 
degree of labour and address in bringing 
them under cultivation, they may in tim.e 
become (arms of no inconsiderable value; 
and raise the rank of their holders> from 
the situation of crofters, to that of respect
able farmers. 

Here1 however, it may be proper to re
mark, that extensive properties ought not 
to be without a few tacksmen of respecta.;. 
bility, although they should not be adapt
ed for sheep-farming. All great estates 
contain tracts calculated for rearing nume
rous herds of black cattle, and where an 
improved system of agriculture may be in-' 
troduced with success. Such tracts should 
be let to people of education and capital', 
who, besides answering other good purpo-
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ses, form a link in the chain of gradation 
from the landlord to the cottars. . 

In general, the greater part of the isl
ands on the west coast of Scotland, can 
only be advantageously managed under 
small tenants; and it is not likely the pro
prietors will be induced to turn away their 
people, and to sacrifice at least one-third of 
their rents, merely because the Earl of Sel
kirk has chosen to assert that it is their in .. 
terest to do so. 

V. Political Effiets of Emigration. Highla?1ds 
hitherto anu,.ser!! of Soldiers, &e. P.60. 

Under this head Lor~ Selkirk remarks, 
" That, independently of depopulation, that 
nursery of soldiers, which has hitherto 
been found in the Highlands, cannot con-
. " tmue. , 

It is very true, that the old system of 
recruiting cannot now be followed in the 
Highlands, any more than in of her parts 
of the country; and it is highly proper 
that that praC't'ice should be discontinued. 
Formerly, when a proprietor wanted to 
raise a {:crtain number of men, he had only 
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to send round his ground-officer, or bailiff~ 
and collect all the young men on his estate., 
A list of those who were ,supposed fit for 
the purpose was made up, and, in a few 
days, they were sent to the head-quartirs 
of the regiment .. 

Lord Selkirk does not seem to be aware, 
that the recruiting service is every where 
on a different footing from what it was 
formerly. The introduction of a militia 
into Scotland, the system of volunteering, 
the army of reserve, and that of defence, 
besides the demand on the younger part 
of the community to fiU up the vacancies 
which war, sickness-, and other casualties 
occasion in our armies, have produced a 
great change in the quality and organiza
tion of our forces. These levies being en
forced by law, the Highlands, while their 
population continues, must contribute their 
share, and actually have contributed with 
other parts of the kingdom. And will 
Lord Selkirk be bold enough to assert, 
that the Highlanders, now an industrious 
and moral race" are worse soldiers than 
their fathers, because they ~re less barba
rous? They are now better clothed and fed 
than formerly, and, of course, are able}" 
bodied men. In the militia all the req':li-

sites 
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sites concur, to which his Lordship ascribes 
the excellence of the old Highland regi
ments. They have their countrymen for 
companions; are officered by their natural 
superiors; and are in every respect equal1 

if not superior, to the old regiments, which 
his Lordship praises so highly. 

Even recruiting in the Highlands, by a 
popular character, and by men of influence, 
is sti,ll attended with some success; and 
a Sergeant Kite can yet find opportunities 
of exerting his oratorial talents to ad van
tage, and of increasing his followers .. 

The enthusiastic spirit of clanship, to 
which his Lordship ascribes the excellence 
of the old Highland regiments, might pro
duce powerful effects, when success in 
fighting depended more on individual skill 
and intrepidity, than it does now. It is 
well known, that success now depends on 
exact obedience on the part of the men, on 
scientific tactics, and inventive genius, on 
the part of their leaders. It is probable, 
that the habits of familiarity between the 
men and their officers, prevented the old 
regiments from acquiring that exactness 
of discipline, which is necessary for suc
,ess. Accordini'ly, they never were superior 
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to other regiments in regular battle, a.nd 
they shone chiefly in daring and desperate 
enterprises, where they came into close 
contact with their enemy, where individual 
skill and valour were of more use than re
gular order, and where the matter was de
cided by their claymores. His Lordship 
need not fear, that as long as men continue 
in the Highlands, soldiers will be found; 
nor are they likely to be the worse for the 
substituting of regular discipline instead of 
wild desperation. Nor is the prediction, 
which seems calculated to rejoice the heart 
of Bonaparte, " That the Highlands will 
be stocked by a few shepherds and their 
dogs '* ," likely to be so soon realized as 
his Lordship expects. On the contrary, by 
the extension of agriculture and fisheries, 
they will continue to be stocked by a brave 
and hardy race of men, who are both able 
and willing to defend their country, by sea, 
as well as by land. 

r his is now an armed nation; and, un. 
der the divine blessing, an armed nation, 
if led by men of vigour and ability, cor
<lially united among themselves, and deter
mined to risk all for the safety of all, can-

not 
, Sct' p. 30. of Lord Sdkirk', Book. 



not be subverted. In such a crisis, what
ever credit may be due to the philanthropy 
of those who preach emigration, certainly 
none is due to their wisdom or policy. Is 
Lord Selkirk so blind as not to see, that, if 
this nation be subverted, his colonies must 
fall under the all-grasping domination of 
Bonaparte? Removing the people will en
able him to subdue them in detail; where
as, keeping them at home will oblige him 
to encounter them in mass. Even the A
merican States, owe to the majesty of the 
British Navy, the prolongation of their 
existence. It is well known Bonaparte 
took Louisiana from Spain, in order to make 
it a depot, from which he might reduce 
the Americans to be his vassa,ls and tribu
taries, and might extirpate every thing 
that bore the .semblance of liberty from 
the new continent, as he has done from 
the old. 

Were an attempt made to instigate and 
encourage a great part of the active popu
lation, to abandon the Highlands, by some 
unfortunate merchant, who had been ruined 
in trade; by a farmer, who had been turn
ed out of an extensive farm, through the 
pique of a landlord or his factor; or 

D 3 by 



54 

by some reduced fencible officer, at the 
end of a war, who could obtain no em
ployment, unless he descended to the rank 
of a labourer :-1 ~ay, by such a descrip
tion of men, the promoting and carrying 
on the emigrating trade for their bread, 
might admit of an excuse. 

But what are we to think of one, who 
has a great stake in this country; who has 
never experienced adversity nor detraction; 
wh:;c,,:' genius and talents are universally 
admired, at such a crisis as the present, 
becomin$ the advocate for ellligration ? 

VI. Emigrations of the Highla11ders intimatelg 
connected with the progress a/National Pro
sperity: 110t detrimeutal to Ma11ufactures nor 
Agriculture. P. 75. 

It has already been demonstrated, that 
there is no reason for emigration, on ac
count of the measures that have been a
dopted to increase the productiveness of the 
arable lands. It remains to be shown, that 
laying the mountains under sheep, does 
not afford any strong motive for Cll11gra,. 
tion. 

.The 
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The only animals which pastured these 
mountains, (formerly covered with wood), 
were deer, roes, goats; and these were ob
jects of sport, .rather than of profit. Black 
-cattle seldom ascended them; or, if they 
did, ran the risk of breaking their bones, 
but cou'ldnot find subsistence upon them. 
The pursuit Bf game ratheJ: obstructed 
than prom.oted agricultural pursuits, as it 
furnished a casual subsistence, which ren
der.ed the -produce of the earth less neces
sary. It a:lso affor.dedan ex-cuse for a tnore 
agreeable species of hbour than wielding 
the spade, or holding the plough. 

The depriving the small tenantry of the 
use of these mountains, ought not to have 
·increased, in any considerable degree, their 
disposition to .emigrate. The mountains 
of the Highlands are now almost whol
ly applied to the purpose for which they 
-*em best calculated, and are likely to con
tinue under their present system to a pe
riod very remote. They must necessarily 
yield the greatest revenue from sheep-

" farming, which is already arrived at its 
9reatest extension, if we except a few 
dreary districts in Ross and Sutherland, 
-where few marks of the cultivating hand 
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of man can be discerned. In corrobora
tion of what is said as to the sheep sys
tem having arrived at its utmost extension, 
it is a fact, that, while cert<l;in parts of the 
country were stocking with sheep for the 
first time; the price of lambs in the High
lands was as high as 10 s. 6 d., and even 
12 s. a-head, while the price of a wedder 
did not exceed 20 s. No new tracts were 
laid under sheep in the Highlands in 1804 
and 1805; and the consequence is, that 
lambs, for want of the former demand, 
sold for these two seasons at from 5 s. to 
6 s. a-piece, while the wedder rose as high 
as 24 s. 

In spite of aU his Lordship's arguments, 
the population of the Highlands has no 
ch~nce of decreasing. It has lately increa
sed with astonishing rapidity; and, in pro
portion as habits of industry acquire con
firmation, the objects of pursuit are mul" 
plied and varied, the increase of population 
must advance in a higher ratio. 

Nor can it be supposed, as argued by his 
Lordship, that an increased population will 
diminish the disposable produce of the 
Highlands. Highland produce, such as 
black cattle, sheep and wool, have now a 

S~1fe 



sure and permanent market. A Highland
er cannot now enjoy the luxury of flesh 
lueat, and warm clothing, unless he create, 
by his industry, something which he 
can exchange for them, at their market 
price. He is in a very different situation 
from his ancestors, who could procure 
these luxuries by the chase, or for nothing. 
Hence the situation of the modern High
lander necessarily impels him to industry: 
and the effect of his industry must be to 
multiply, instead of diminishing, the dis
posable products of the Highlands. 

In p. 78. Lord Selkirk argues, that emi
gration from the Highlands, by diminish
ing the numbers of the people, and the con
sumption of provisions there, will leave a 
greater disposable produce, to feed and 
increase the population of the manufactu
ring towns. "The effect of the change 
wduld only be, to transfer the 'seat of po
pulation from the remote valleys of the 
Highlands, to the towns and valleys of the 
south, without any absolute difference of 
numbers." 

The general assumption is perfectly just, 
. ,hat the disposable produce of the High
~nds prpllilotes the population of other 

districts; 
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districts; but that this produce would b. 
increased by diminishing the numbers oj 
the Highlanders, is not only erroneous, bU1 
contrary to fact. Notwithstanding the cr, 
that has been raised against ,stocking the 
mountains with sheep, it is a fact, that~ 

since that event took place, the black cattlE 
exported from the Highlands have con
stantly increased, both in numbers and va
lue; and they are now superior, in both 
these respects, to what they were at any 
former period. In proof of what is here 
asserted, reference is made to the registers 
of customs levied on .cattle, at the markets 
of Falkirk, Down and Dunbarton. 

It is not meant to ascribe this fact to the 
introduction of sheep, though the sheep 
certainly contributed their share in pro
ducing the effect. When the cattle tDiled 
for a miserable subsistence on the moun
tains, they never got beyond tIre <:'ondition, 
of ba'l:e skeletons; and in winter many 
died. Since they were confined to lower 
~~rr.unds, and situations adapted for them. 
the progress of agri-culture has provid~ 
stra,v, hay, and green food, the cultivation. 
of 'which is rapidly advancing, for them il 
winter and spring: From the luxurian<e 
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of the herbage, the districts adapted for 
cattle, might maintain a very great stock 
during summer; but they cannot be suh
sisted in winter without the labours of 
husbandry. Husbandry cannot be carried 
on without people; and, were the people 
removed, or diminished in number, the a
mount of black cattle exported must suf
fer a proportional diminution. On the 
contrary, as the number~ of the people in
crease, and they will necessar.ily increase 
by the improvement and extension of agri
culture, the amount of cattle exported must 
increase in proportion. His Lordship uni
formly admits, that the tending of cattle 

. affords more employment than the manage
ment of sheep. But the combination of 
pasturage with agriculture, from which 
this increase of cattle has resulted, must 
continue to employ an increased popula
tion. Thus his Lordship's conclusions 
are not only in diametrical opposition to 
facts, but even to his own premises. 

The frequent burning of the stunted 
1Vood, coarse grass, heath and other shrubs, 
with which the niountains were covered, 
bas, in many cases, rendered the same ex
~ent of pasture capable of maintainin~ 
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double the number of sheep it could do 
when that stock was first introduced. 
Hence the iatroduction of sheep, without 
diminishing cattle, has created an entirely 
new fund of disposable produce, which 
is perpetually increasing; so that the va
lue of Highland estates is likely to rise to 
an amount far beyond what their owners 
yet dream of. This cannot be effected in 
the way proposed by his Lordship, by re
moving the people; but by encouraging 
them to become ind1:lstrious at home. 

Towards the conclusion of this section, 
his Lordship states, That, the Highland 
proprietors used all their influence, and 
t:ven applied to Parliament for legislative 
interference, to prevent their people from 
leaving them. Now, I boldly aver, that 
this statement is in direct opposition to 
f,lct. The Highland proprietors used no 
influence: they did not apply for any le
gislative interference: they left the people 
to the freedom of their own will; and the 
only interference they showed, was a dis.,. 
''Position to provide settlements, on their 
property, for persons who seemed quali
tied to promote their mutual advantage. 

VII. Mean$ 
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VII. Means that have bem proposed for pre
serving the Popttlation of the Highlands: 
Impr(Jvement of Waste Lands, fffc. P.91. 

The great national utility of improving 
waste Umds, is admitted by all who have 
thought on the subject. ·Without im
provement, what are now the most fruit
ful parts of the country would have been 
a desert. All the arguments brought by 
his Lordship, to show that waste lands 
cannot be advantageously improved by the 
Highlanders, in their own country, apply 
with additional force against their impro
ving waste lands in the colonies. It is cer
tain, that an acre can be brought into cul
tivation at much less expence in the High
lands than in America, and, when in good 
order, is of far greater value than the same 
extent in the colonies. Much yet remains 
to be done in the Highlands; and if the 
people cannot be profitably employed in 
reclaiming waste lands in their own coun
try, why remove them to a situation. 
where they must reclaim waste lands or 
starve, and must contend with many ob-

stacles 
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stacles that do not occur 10 their own 
country? 

l-lis Lordship frequently talks of the 
h~bits and prejudices of the Highlanders, 
and their incapacity for other labour be
::;idcs the cultivation of land. But I will 
venture to assert, that a Hebridian, who 
never saw a tree in his own country, when 
plunged into the abyss of an impenetrable 
forest, must feel a greater violence done 
to his habits and prejudices, than if he 
were set to work in a cotton-mill, or even 
to be made a weaver of gauze. He must 
(:ut down and remove these trees, before 
he can turn over the soil; whereas, in his 
own country, he has only to turn over the 
soil, apply manures, and sow his seed; 
operations of much less difficulty than 
those he must encounter in the colonies. 
[n the colonies, the land is always most fer
tile at the first breaking up, but soon de ... 
generates into a caput mortuum; but· at 
home, by the repetition of manures, the 
land increases in fertility the longer it is 
cultivated. 

In p. 92. it is insinuated, That waste lands 
cannot be advantageously brougp.t into cul
tivation in the Highlands; and this opinion 
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is strengthened by a note from the survey of 
the northern counties respecting the Black 
Isle, or the extensive district situated be
tween the Friths of Beaulieu and Cromarty. 
But the writer of that note, though he saw 
a fact, did not see a reason for it, No 
limestone, or marl of any kind, have yet 
been discovered in that district. A gentle
man of propeny and enterprise in that dis
trict, who attempted to extend cultivation, 
found that bringing lime from Sunder
land, with a distant inland carriage, made 
its cost exceed its value. Having no other 
manure but the dung of his cattle, which 
is hardly sufficient to keep up the fertility 
of the lands already cultivated, he found, 
that diverting a portion of this to the waste, 
was only robbing the land already in cul
ture, went not far in improving the new 
ground, and produced inferior returns 
from a more extensi ve s~rface. But, in 
the Highlands in general, and particularly 
on the west coast, limestone, clay, and shell 
marl, are found iIi great abundance. Along 
the sea-shores, shell-sand, and sea-weeds 
may be got in any quantity. In favoura-

. hie situations, it can be demonstrated, that 
waste land may be brought into cultiva

tion 



64 

tion at much less expenee, and may be 
made to yield more valuable returns, than 
in America *. 

Of the plans adopted by different pro
prietors for carrying on the improvement 
of barren lands, Lord Selkirk seems total~ 
ly ignorant. He fixes on an individual in
stance, and rashly extends from it a sweep
ing conclusion to the whole Highlands. 
\Ve have already shown, that the slow pro-· 
gress made in improving the extensive 

tract 

'" That b~inging land into cultivation, and continuing its 
nllture, requires far more severe labour and expence, while the 
feturns are of far inferior value in America, to what they are 
from well managed land in the Highlands, appears evident from 
Parkinson's Tour in Amel;ca. 

If that gentleman, being a returned emigrant, be suspected 
of exaggeration, reference is made to the printed proposals, long 
ago circulated in this country, by the late illustrious Was.hing. 
ton. That gentleman was reckoned the best farmer in Ame
rica; yet he offered to let his land in farms, with the slaves, 
live-stock, and implements upon it, for a rent so very low jlrr 
acre, that even a Highland laird would think himself mocked 
were he to receive such an offer for his cultivated land, from a 
man who furnished all the stock and implements himself. Low 
as his terms were, it does not appear he ever prevailed on a 
~illgle fanner to take a lease of his land. In America, the la
baur of clearing land of wood is immense. The returns are 
tolerable for a few years, after which the land becomes good 
for nothing, and the settler is obliged to proceed in the clear. 
ing of new land. ThUD, after a life of severe and incessant toil, 
he comrr.only dies as poor as wb:: r , he brge.n_ 
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ti"act tailed the Black isle, vtas OWlI1g en .. 
tirely to scarcity of nianure. The Caledo;.. 
nian Canal, and the roads now construct .. 
ing, will facilitate the conveyance' of talca
teous manures 'from districts where they 
ab'ound; to places where thet are wanted, 
and will forward the improvement of the 
Black Isle itself. But to hold tip one or 
two solitary examples as the general prac ... -
tice, is only calculated to mislead. 

To enumerate the various modes of iin. 
provih~ waste lands, which have' been a.:. 
dopted by different proptietdrs in the 
Highlands, would occupy a volume. Suf
:fice it to say, that each adopts the plan he 
thinks most conducive to his interest; and, 
in general, their plans are attended with 
an' adequate degree of success. 

The fa~ts which have been stated, render 
it obvious; that it is the true ihterest of 
the proprietors of the north.l.west coast and 
isles, not only to tetain the original popu
lation; but to en(ourage its increlrse~ By 
doing so, instead of stony fields, glens 
full of brushwood; and bogs; and barren 
tracts of moss; they will· have cultivated 
fields and green pastures. Their country 
will acquire a hardy race of people; fit for 
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the ordinary avocations of rural life, and 
who will con~ribute their share towards 
supplying the army, and navy, with useful 
soldiers and sailors. 

Thollgh the Earl of Selk~rk's patriotism 
be entitle<;l to mu.ch praise, in wishing to 
di vert emigrants from the American States 
to ou]; ,own settlements; yet surely his 
Lordship will not go the length of assert
ing, that a man in Nova Scotia or Prince 
Edward's, is as valuable to his country as 
a man in North Britain. Foreign settle
ments may be wrltsted from us, and the 
inhabitants may become our enemies. But 
though matters should not come to that 
extreme; a man in Britain, in these perilous 
times,_ can assist in the defence or aggran
disement of his country, to which a colonist 
cannot contribute. 

As to the-fisheries, it is asserted, that the 
holding of lands is incompatible with the 
occupation of a fisherman. This subject 
is treat~d with great want of information. 
To support his argument, his Lordship 
quotes a paper given in to the Highland 
Society, by Mr Melville of Ullapool. To 
all his arguments I shall only oppose a few 
facts, concerning the actual state of th~. 

fisheries. 
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fisheries. The cad and ling fisher'}' is car .. 
ried on all along the sea~coaSt of the Long 
Island, from the Butt of the Lewis to Bar .. 
ra-head, but most successfully towards the 
extr~mes of that range; also around the 
island of Sky, the islaiids of Canna~ Muck, 
Tyre~ ColI, Mull; and, in general"all along 
the coast of the Mainland, from the Point 
of Ardnamurchan to Cape \VrRth. The 
boats employed are generally commission~ 
cd from Peterhead, or are built at home on 
the same construction. The price of these 
boats, with sails, masts, oars, &c. is gene
rally from £.15 to £~ 16 each; and a pro
per set of lines and hooks for each boat, 
wjll cost from £.12 to £.14. The usual 
fishing banks lie along the coast, at the 
distance of from one to four miles from 
the land. In the month .of February, the 
fishermen of each district meet to arrange 
the business of the season, At these meet
ings, they enact their by-laws .and regula-' 
tions, divide themselves into companies of 
five persons, being the complement of men 
to a fishing boat, which is usually the joint 
property of the concern, and bal10t for the 
different stations on the fishing ba.nks, 
\vhkh each boat -is to occupy for the sea-
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SOIl. They then commence the fishing, 
which generally lasts until the month of 
July. At that time the quality of the fish 
becoming worse, and the shoals leaving 
the banks for other parts of the sea, the 
fishermen conclude for the season. It is 
nO' uncommon thing for a successful boat 
to have caught,' in this time, from six
teen to eighteen hundred fish. These 
fish are sometimes sold to merchants in 
the country, who keep salt stores, and 
other necessaries for the fishermen. But, 
in many instances, and~ in particular, the 
inhabitants' of Barra and Uist, carry the 
fish in their own boats to the Greenock or 
Glasgow markets. During the harvest and 
tempestuous months of winter, it can easily 
be conceived, that the fishermen must re
linquish their fishings in the open seas, 
and apply themselves to some other occu
pation. Farming a small piece of land is 
therefore a great object to a fisherman. On it 
he raises as much potatoes and corn as will 
maintain (with the assistance of the refuse 
of his summer's fishings, or what he may 
occasionally kill in moderate weather du
ring winter) himself and a numerous family. 
Add to this the milk of twO' or three cows, 

which 
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whieh are maintained ,on his division of 
land, and his situation will be found not 
only comfortable, but en¥iable, when com
pared with ,that of a peasant in many parts 
of Scotland. ;ouring the harvest, as may na
turally: be supposed, the fisherman is em
ployed in seenring the crop; and when 
~inter ~ppr.oaches,. he, with the other mem
bers .of his family, collects sea-weed, shell
sand, a.nd other mamir.e; pr.epares and 
turns up his (' gr.o~d, intended for crop, 
and leaves it to he sown by his wife or o
ther members of his family, while he again 
renews, in spring, his usual occupation. 

Without ,a land holding,' the fisherman 
could not carryon his business. In a si
tuation where every one r~ars only what is 
necessary for himself, he could not find 
a market at which to purchase either corn, 
potatoes, or even a drop of milk. Even if 
there were an opportunity of purchasing 
these articles, before one half of the year 
was over, the savings ·of his summer's fish
ing would be exhausted" and he and his 
family would be left to starve during 
the other half. Or, suppose farther, that 
the fishing. should fail for a season, what 
is to become of the fisherman without 
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land8 or any other employment? He must 
be ruined. 

The landlord bas an mterest III enCOllra~ 
ging fi&hing, b~cause a fi~herman can pay 
a higher rent for a piece of ground, than 
a man who should occupy it without fol
lowing that employment. To the latter it 
produces no Plore th~p. to the former j 
while, on the other hand, the fisherman 
~an afford to add to the origin:H value of 
the lands, a part Qf the profit arising from 
tile pr04uc~. of a neighbouring fishing 
bank, 

Experi~nce has always shown, in every 
instance in which it has been tried, that 
the es~ablishment of vill(!.gE's will not at 
present succeed; and the reason is obvi
pus; A. settler in one of them cannot be ac
commodated with lands, and without this 
he will never adventure in the fishing busi
pess. 

A village was some years ago establish. 
ed at Stein in Skye, and attempts were made 
to settle fishers there, but without success, 
The late General Macleod sold a number 
of lots of his estate in that vicinity. The 
highest brought him about £. 8000, and 
~he lowest £. 2000. These lots were 
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purchased by intelligent men of mode-
rate fortunes. They foresaw,· that~ al
though the British Society were likely 
t~ fail in establishing a fishing in one of 
the most favourable situations in, the 
Highlimds, they might profit by their er
rors. Accordingly, on their entering into 
possession of the lots, which took place 
at Whitsunday 1800, they removed the 
tacksme~ who held the lands, at·what was 
to them a high tent, and let it to such as 

. they found willing to adventure in the fish_ 
ing. To the surprise of many, they obtain
edfrom a numerous body of tenantry, a rent 
by which their properties yielded,wa return 
(T)f six to seven per ant. of the purchase 
money. These tenants have applied them
selves suc~essfully to the fishing, and will, 
when the current leases expire, give a con
siderable augmentation. 

As a farther illustration of what was 
said concerning the crofting system, and 
the necessary connection of agriculture 
with the fisheries, it may be stated, that 
Mr Macdonald Of Staffa, according to my 
mf~rmation, has i"educed completely into 
practice this system of subdividing, and 
portioning out into lots, a considerable part 
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of his estate in the islancJ.s of Mull an4 
Ulva~ He has been so successful, that, in 
the short space of jive years, he has 'not 
only double4 the vfllue of that part of his 
prophty, and rendere4 the situation an4 
condition of his tenantry (who, with their 
families, now amount to from eight hun .... 
dred to one thousand souls) more com
fortable, but has increased their numbers 
one-thin!, These tenants, if the question 
should no"" be P'!lt to them, will answer, 
t~':lt they 'Would rather continue as they 
are at presep.r, with each his pwn portion or 
lot qf land, and paying the increased rent 
they ~ow do, thall- take the lands, in pro
miscuqus o~cupa~f.::Y JlS formerly, for no
thing~ Mr Macdonald has bee~ uniform
ly in the habit pf givipg l~as~ to all his 
tenantry of every descripti.on, the duration 
of which depends op the extent of iJIlprove7 
ment!? they engjlg~ to perform. 13esides 
the improvillg of hit? lands, Mr Macdonald 
has shown the most indefatigable perseve
rallce in encouraging his ti;!nants to .embark 
in fisheries; and SW:h ha~ been his success 
in this, that, during spring 1805, I am in~ 
formed, three DIva boats, with five tenants 
~n ca.flP, com~~nced the cod and ling fish'7 
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ing in April, and, by the month of J ul y 
last,·had caught upwards of three tons per 
boat; making in all nearl y ten tons of well 
cured and well dried cod and ling, which 
they sold on the beach under their houses, 
to vessels which came for the purpose, at 
the rate of £. 22 to £. 23 Sterling per ton.. 
making in all the amount or value of their 
ten tons of fish £. 230, which, when di
yided amongst fifteen, leaves to each fish
~r's share £. 15,5 s. Thus, this species 
of occupation yields a return of upwards 
of £. 5 per month to each; and as the out
fit . and . expence of their lines and hooks 
seldom exceeds 40 s. to 45 s. per man, it 
will be found that there remains, at the 
expiration of three months, a clear projitof a
bout £.13 to each fisher, being, in general, 
about twice, and in some instances, three 
times the amount of the rent they pay an
nually for their respective lots of land. 

That these lots of land arc not so 
small, nor, in general, so unproductive as 
some people imagine, may appear from 
this, 'that there are several of Mr Mac
donald's tenants, who, preferring to fol
low out the improvement of their lots of 
land, in the first instance, to the fisheries, 

have 



74 

have this last year sold such quantities of 
potatoes and grain, as did much more than 
pay their rents, and that, too, i"aised from 
lots or portions of jarriz,r, which formerly, 
with a similar number of tenants, never 
were known to raise a crop sufficient to 
supply themselves *. 

On the coast of Lewis, a very great num
ber of the small tenants follow the cod and 
ling fishery; while, in the village of Stor
naway, which has been established one hun
dred and fifty years, there are not six fish
ing boats in all. In many parts of Lewis, an 
equal number is fitted out by the. tenants of 
a trifling farm. It is needless to say any 
thing of the villages of Tobermory or UI. 
lapool, for scarcely a boat is fitted ant, for 
this species of fishing, at either; while aU 
along the sea-coast of the Mainland, and 
ill the numerous isles, boats are success
fully employed by the tenantry who reside 
in the vicinity of the sea. Whatever may 

be 

" I understand Mr .MacdonJld, who, I hope, wiII e¥cuse my 
:11elltioning it, has been in the practice, during several yeal1J 
past, of keeping a regular journal of the improvements carrying 
on upon his estate. It contains much valuable informatipli COD

l'qning the cod, ling, and herring Ii,hcries, and the best mod~ 
·)f carrying them on witli vigour and success, which it might 
?ro,"c useful to hy before the public. 
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be Lord Selkirk·s opinion, or that of pra(:'" 
tical men, ashe calls" them, experience 
shows, that they have formed veryerrone .. 
ous opinions, which they lnust retract 
when they are divested of prejudice, and 
acquire more cprrect notions from existing 
facts. It has already been hinted, that not 
only in the West"lJighlands~ but along the 
shores of the Moray Frith, the fishers al:e 
accommodated with small lots of land; so 
that the reverse of his Lordship's doctrine 
is deafly established by fact. 

As to the herting fishety: In so far as 
it can be carried on by boats, it must be 
by people residing in the Highlands, who 
have a holding of lands. The herring fi~
ery is much moore precarious than the cod 
or ling fishery. Some years the fish visit 
Jhe coast in smaller "quantities than in o
thers. Some years they only remain a few 
months, or even a few weeks. These eir ... 
cum stances point out strongly the necessi
ty' of a small farm, even to those who ar~ 
possessed of boats and materials for thi~ 

lcind of fishery." Without this their situa
tion must prove truly unpleasant, and their 
,sustenance precanous. At most, the fisn.. 
ing lasts only a few months in the year; 

so 
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so that during the rest of the y~ar the fish ... 
erman may work at his farm; .and when 
he is at the fishing, the farm labpur Play 
be carried ·on by the rem<'iind~r of _his fa.,. 
mily. 

In the Isle of Mann. it is the small farm
ers who carryon the herring fishery. A 
few of them join stocks, and purchase a 
boat, which is gen~rally from fifteen to 
twenty .. five tons burden, and half decked. 
They procure a $ufficient train of nets. 
At first they go far out to sea, and after
wards follow ~he herrings when theyap
proach the coast; aQ.d their pperations are 
generally successful. As it is only for a 
certain period of the year that the fish.,. 
ing lasts, they contrive to carry on their 
farming concerns, it may be said, almos~ 
without interruption: 

So far from the fisheries being incapable 
of affording employment to many addi
tional hands, (as hinted p~ 184.), it is a cer
tain fact, that, were the salt regulations so 
framed, that this necessary article might 
be procured free of all duty, and restraint, 
of every kind, colonies of Dutchmen, and 
even of Americans, with large capitals, 
~~avc expressed a desire to settle in the 

West 
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West Highlands, and to prosecute the fish ... 
eries. The period of the herring fishery is 
l~kely to be extended, by adopting the me
thod- pursued by the people of the Isle of 
Mann, who, like the Dutch, go out and 
'catch them in the open sea, earl y in the 
season, and continue the pursuit after they 
come upon the shores, or into bays. 

With regard to manufactures in the 
Highlands, none are yet established. Thir
ty years ago, the cotton trade had not 
found its way from England to the low 
country of Scotland; 'and, previous to that 
period, some gloomy-minded political wri. 
ter might have argued, as our Author does 
respecting the- Highlands, against the pro
bability of establishing manufactures there. 
There is not only a possibility, but even 
~ probability, that manufactures may find 
their way into the Highlands at no remote 
period. The soil and. climate are well a
dapted for the growing of flax; and the 
linen manufacture has made considerable 
progress in some districts in the Gram
pians. Hemp might be rai5ed, and manu
factures established, of all thb cordage used 
jn the fisheries. Suppose the woollen manu
facture should go no farther than the spin-

mng 
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ning of the wool, this wOlild convey to it 
much additional value, and give ample 
employment to the women. 

Coal may be brought to every part of 
the coast by sea, and the roads now ma
king will facilitate the carriage of it into 
the interior. The turf is generally good, 
and is always at hand in aid of the coal. 
\Vere the spinning established, it might" 

" soon le,ad to the weaving, dying, and dress
ing of the cloth: and pure water is more 
necessary for the latter. operations, thalJ 
mineral fuel. 

VIII. Emigration has no permatlent Effect oTt 
Population, €:fe. P. no. 

With regard to what hisLQrdship states, 
p. Ill, 112, &c. respecting the populatiou 
of the Highlands; aIld the implicit defer .. 
ence he pays to the work of, l\'ir Malthus 
on the principle of population; not having 
had an opportunity of consulting that 
work, which I doubt not may be as yalu"a .. 
ble as his Lordship represents it, I shall 
only beg leavl' to state my own ideas on 
the subject. 

I 
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I conceive that population will alwayy 
advance in every country, in prQPortio,n as 
the means of &ubsistep,ce1 to pe procured 
by labour, continue to increase. Addi
tional pqpulation, as long as there is a sub
ject on ;Which to. operate, from which ad
ditional means of subsistence may be pro
cUl'ed, will cons~ntly continue to provide 
a fund for the m~ntenance of its future 
increase. Nor ~ill this progress meet with 
interruption, uutil all the land is reduced 
to the. highest state of garden culture, 
sometimes mentioned by his Lordship; 
from which it is not possible for addition
al labour to extract more means of subsist
ence. To that state, some districts in 
China2 and Japan, seem to have arrived; 
and as these people seem to have an insupe
rable aversion to leave their country, the 
eXPQsition of infants is permitted as a cor
rective of an over-crowded fOpulation. 

But, though his Lordship often insinu
ates, is he prepared boldly to assert, that 
the Highlands have arrived at that state, 
where additional labour cannot increase 
the meallS of subsistence, and provide fo~ 
an increasing.population ? 

So far is this froJll being the case, that 
many 
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mailyadditionai hands are "necessary, ftil1y 
to occupy the land a:~d fisheries. The 
Highlands and Isles, like Arne-rica, can on
ly be regarded as countries yet ina state 
of infancy, where the cultivated land is not 
brought to yield half the value it might, 
do, and consists merely of a few patches in:. 
terspersed among deserts, capable of being 
cultivated with equal, or with greater ad.:. 
vantage. The fisheries, tdo, are even more 
in a state of infancy; than the cultivation 
of the land. Ana. will any m:m say, it
would be wise to abandon" such ample 
means of subsistence, and increased popu
lation, and send the people t-o fell trees in 
America ?" 

His Lordship mar rest assured hts pre::. 
diction is not likely to be soon accomplish.:. 
cd, that " the misery of the people would 
thus in time produce the effect "which emi.:. 
gration is no" working, and reduce" their 
11umbers to a due proportion with the em
ployment that can be given them." Ac
cording to our noble Author, this miser!! of 
ihe people; is to operate by inducing them. 
to abandon the propagation: of the species:. 
But these people, who never experiencefl 
any thing approa<:hing to the state of ab .... 

solut~ 
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solute famine, foreboded by his Lordship 
as connected with obedience, are not likely 
to rebel against the first law of nature, in 
consequence of any prospective representa
tions of starvation his ingenuity may exhibit 
to their view. In the Highlands, the poorer 
classes, from. early attachments, generally 
marry at an early period of life. Many, 
not worth L. 20 in the world, marry at 
eighteen .. As long as industry continues, 
there is no danger of population decrea
sing; and while such an ample field re
mains for the extension of industry, evny 
addition made to industry must increase 
population. 

There is no objection to a part of the 
people leaYing .the country; and all those 
who are not.disposed to labour, can be well 
spared. The only danger to be apprehend
ed, is such a ferment' as prevailed before 
the American war; and has been revived 
of late, which may induce the people, natu
rally of warm tempers, and ready to lend 
a greedy ear to seductive representations, 
to emigrate ell maue. The Highlands 
would then become, what his Lordship pre
dicts will happen, occupied by a few shep
herds and their dogs. It is extremely ab-

F surd 
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surd to argue, that this chasm would, in 
time, be filled' up by the propagating ener
gies of the remaining stragglers; who, by 
previous emigrations, being relieved from 
the terrors of starvation, his Lordship 
thinks, will labour. more assiduously in 
the manufacture of the species. Were any 
great mass of emigration to take place, it 
would require, at least, a century to fill up 
the chasm, while all the improvements now 
going on must be at a stand. . This im
portant part of the empire requires a nu-· 
mcrous and permanent population; and 
we have shown, that, in place of decrease, 
it afFords ample means of increase. 

It has been formerly noticed in these 
Strictures, that the population of the High
lands has considerably increased since the 
year 1745, and the causes of that increase 
are already assigned. But it is very far 
from being true, that the population of the 
Highlands is yet at its utmost limit, as great 
part of it contains the means of maintaining 
an increased population. An instance is gi
ven by Lord Selkirk of the increase of the 
population of the Long Island, consisting 
of the parishes of North and South Dist, 
and Barra. By Dr 'Webster's account, they 

are 
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are said, in 1755, to have contained five 
thousand tw~ hundred and sixty-eight peo ... 
pIe; at the date of Sir John Sinclair's survey, 
eight thousand three hundred and eight. 
The writer of these Strictures can add, 
from having made a return of the popula
tion lists under the late act of Parliament, 
of these three parishes, and other oppor
tunities of local knowledge, that the popu
lation, previous to the late emigration, ex
ceeded ten thousand. And it is not impro
bable, that t in ten or twelve years, the de
ficiellcy created by the emigration will be 
replaced. But it by no means follows, 
that the increase of population increases 
the poverty of the people, as insinuated by 
his Lordship. The very reverse is the case. 
The people are become much more indus
trious, and, instead of idleness, apply them
selves to hard labour. "Formerly, when po
pulation was thin, the crops were trifling 
Hnd scanty; and for want of winter food, 
it was no uncommon thing, in a severe 
season, for a tenant to lose many, or all 
of his cattle. Even the small rents were 
seldom, or never, paid with any degree of 
punctuality. It W,lS formerly a regulation 
on in;lny great Highlancl estates, that no 

F 2 tacksman 
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tacksman should take a subtenant or cottar 
on his farm, until the laird's small tenants~ 
farms were fully occupied by them. This 
condition was often engrossed in the tacks
lnan's lease. Nor was it uncommon, when 
a tenant took half a penny of the lands 
on a farm not fully stocked with peoplea 

to get a farthing of lands gratis. I have 
had occasion to look into the books of 
some former factors of Highland estates, 
and have obs·erved, not unfrequently, that 
they deduce, from the amount of the rent
roll, considerable sums for lands lying 
waste and unoccupied. 

The present punctuality of the payments 
of rents on some Highland estates, is un
common in the south country; and in
stances of distress in levying the rents, in 
the Highlands, are extremely rare. Lord 
Selkirk seems anxious to establish, that the 
tenantry, and richer sort of the common
ality, are the least industrious body of the 
community *, the least capable of being 
directed to any new pursuit. This is 
iurelya doctrine that was never promul
gated by anyone but himself, and com-

mOll 

" Sec page 117. 



mon sense would lead us to disbelieve it. 
The fact is, that in the Highlands, as in 
every other country, riches and industry 
go hand in hand. 

There is a good deal said about the 
changes that the sentiments of the tenants 
in the Highlands have undergone, on ac
count of the rise of rent, and other local 
causes. The reasoning here shows a want 
of knowledge of the present sentiments of 
these people. 

The fact is, that in the Highlands, there 
are few men alive now, who were born at 
the Rebellion; and the new generation dif
fers widely in sentiments from their fa
thers. To the present race it is a matter of 
indifference who is the proprietor, or whe
ther he is resident, or is familiar or dis
tant in his manners. The great object 
with them, is to have their lands on terms 
which will enable them to live comfortably, 
to pay their rents, and to be dealt fairly 
and justly with by their landlord, or his 
factor. The landlord is only respected by 
his tenants, in proportion to the happiness 
they enjoy under him, and the good he 
does amongst them. 

F .3 IX. P1-ejudiCt'J 
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IX. Prejudices if I he Highland Proprietor.l' 
agaimt Emigration: mislaka" from which 
they arise. P. 126. 

The prejudices of the Highland proprie
tors, are said by" Lord Selkirk, to be in di
rect opposition to their interest. This is cer
tainly paying them a compliment, to which 
they have no title. The fact is otherwise. 
The Highland proprietors, whose lands 
are not adapted for sheep pasturage, have 
an interest in a throng population; and of 
that they have such experience, as weighs 
more with them than his Lordship's plau
sible arguments. 

Recruiting in the Highlands is now 
completely at an end, on the former plan; 
and his Lordship cannot point out an in
stance of anyone proprietor, who sacrifices 
the substantial contents of a rent-roll, for 
a parade of idle retainers. That such pro
prietors as have a throng, and useful po
pulation, should show a certain degree of 
solicitude in retaining their people, is not 
at all surprising. 

Lord Selkirk goes on to assert, that the 
prejudices of the proprietors are strength

ened 
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eiled by the clamour of certain persons a
mongst their dependants and neighbours, 
who have motives of pecuniary interest for 
their conduct. This is an unjust asser
tion, and can be easily refutcd. It is ob
vious, that the persons here aimed at, are 
the lesser heritors, the principal tacksmen, 
and the factors. 

As to the first class, which is not numc
rous, they are in gener'll resident proprie
tors of small income. No class of men 
are better judges of the value of land, or 
are more disposed' to turn it to the best 
account. They cannot afford to let their 
lands in large lots, at an easy rent, to tacks ... 
men or wealthy fanners, who, from their 
style of living, cannot afford high rents. 
On the contrary, their lands are gooerall y 
let in small divisions to working tenants, 
or fishermen, and, in proportion to their 
extent, are more populous, and rented at a 
higher rate, than those of the greater heri
tors. To them, therefore, it can be no ob
ject, that a great landed proprietor should 
have a throng population. On the con
trary, it is their interest that the greater 

. heritors should let their lands to a few in
dividuals only, as their own tenants would 

F4 by 
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by that means be held in more request; 
engross the different employments that the 
country affords; raise their wages at plea
sure; and, in the end, afford to pay them a 
higher rent for their lands, than they can 
pay under the present order of things. 

As to the tacksmen, it is easy to show 
that it is not their interest that the small 
tenants should be retained. There is no 
class of men they dread more than the 
lower, or working class of the community; 
and experience shows, that except where 
they occupy sheep-farms, or farms solely 
adapted for black cattle, their numbers are 
daily diminishing, while their lands fall 
into the hands of small tenants, who, in 
the Isles, and on the sea-coast of the High
lands, for reasons formerly explained, can 
afford to pay a higher rent than the gen
try. The consequence of this is, that these 
two orders of men are constantly at vari
ance with each other; and instances could 
be pointed out, where the tacksmen have 
entered into combinations with a view to 
send off the lower orders to America, that, 
by getting rid of a formidable rival, they 
might have the field to themselves. That 
the tacksmen, therefore, do promote the 

retention 



'retention of a population, which is daily ex
tending, and threatening to turn them out 
~f their holdings, is, to say the least of it, 
extremely improbable. -

With regard to the factors, the allega
tion is equally erroneous. It must be ad
mitted, that formerly, when the factors in 
the Highlands were generally near con
nections of the Chieftains, armed with 
their authority, and the once formidable 
office of baron-bailie, their power was con
siderable, and their situation enabled them 
to manage the people, so as to amass 
considerable fortunes. But the Highland 
proprietors, who must, in general, be al
lowed to have clearer notions of their true 
interest, than is admitted by Lord Selkirk, 
have long ago corrected this error. Instead 
of natives of their own estate, they employ 
strangers, generally men brought up to 
business in the south or east of Scotland, 
or more frequently people from England. 
To these they allow handsome salaries, and 
make it a condition of their appointment, 
that they shall not follow any kind of bu
siness, (not even farming), except the one 
for which they are purposely engaged. 

This description of men, unconnected 
with the tenants of the estates they manage; 

In 
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in general ignorant of their language, and 
often objects of their jealousy; it is not to 
be&upposed, are the most likely to enter 
into dealings or tr~ffic of any kind, even if 
it were permitted. And should anyone 
have the temerity to act otherwise, it is 
not to be supposed, that the ancient race 
of inferior gentry, who consider men of 
that description as intruders and innova
tors in their country, would allow him 
long to prosecute such a traffic, before they 
made his conduct appear in such a light 
to his constituent, as would soon procure 
his dismissal. But setting these consider
ations aside, is it reasonable to suppose, 
that a factor, unless he saw it to be for the 
advantage of his constituent, would prefer 
a numerous race of people on an estate, to 
a few substantial tacksmen? 

He generally receives a certain per-cen
tage of his employer's income; and it may 
c:lsil y be conceived, that if a large estate 
of £.8000 or £. 10,000 a-year was let to 
twenty or thirty tenants, the duty of the 
factor in uplifting the rents, and of super
intending the internal management of the 
estate, would be much more agreeable and 
casy, than to collect the same rent from 

seven 
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seven or eight hundred tenants, and to en
ter on a complex mana&emcnt of a nume':' 

. rous population. 
When the fact, therefore, is inquired in

to, it will be found, that throughout the 
whole Highlands, to the north of the tract 
of the Caledonian Ganal, the Highland fac
tors have no business to attend to but one. 
And Lord Selkirk cannot specify a single 
factor in the North.;.west Highlands and 
Isles who is engaged in trade, and more 
than two he cannot point out, who have 
farms; and even these farms are not ex
tensive,nor have kelp attached to them. 
His Lordship cannot therefore apply his 
reasoning, as to the conduct of factors in 
former times, to those of the present day, 
unless he visits the iniquities of the old High
land factors on their S!lcassors, to the third and 
fourth generatiollS. 

The principal situation for kelp, is in 
the Long Island. The manufacture of 
kelp was introduced by certain Irish ad
vent\U'ers, about fifty years ago. Before 
that time, the manufacture of that article 
was wholly unknown on the north-west 
coast of Scotland. Some native indivi
duals, profiting by the example of the I-

rish, 



rish, commenced the kelp business them
selves, and, having gained considerably by 
the undertaking, the system became gene
ral. 

The kelp manufacture has gradually ex
tended from that period, down to the pre
sent time, and on some estates in the High
lands, affords now no inconsiderable share 
of the revenue arising to the proprietor. 
The Lewis is said to be capable of produ
cing 450 tons annually, the Harris 650, 
North Uist 1500, South Dist 1500 tons. 
and Barra 250; in all 4350. This quan. 
tity may be considered as a fair average 
in favonrable seasons. The land rent of 
that tract exceeds £.13,000, but is below 
£. 14,000 per annum. 

The kelp, after deducting the charges of 
manufacture, the freight to market, com
mission to agents, &c. has, for these last 
seven years, yielded a clear profit of from 
£.4 to £.5 per ton; but, taking £. 4, lOs. 
as a medium, the income arising to the 
proprietors of the Long Island, who now 
make the kelp, with a very few exceptions, 
on their own account, will, from that ar
ticle, amount to £. 19,575. 

The manufacture of kelp is at aU times, 
and 
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and parti~ular1y in a rainy season, a dif ... 
ficult and precarious business, and can on
ly be carried on in the months of June, 
July, and the two first weeks of August. 

In the islands of North and South Uist, 
where the quantity of kelp is most consi
derable, in proportion to the extent of po
pulation; about two tons is a.t an average 
al].owed to each head of a family, or a stout 
working man. A great part of that kelp 
is made from cast or drift ware, which. 
comes ashore on the west coast, after a 
gale of westerly wind. 

This ware, if not instantly secured, is 
often drifted back again to the sea; and 
although it may afterwards return to the 
shore, it is in general found, in a few days, 
to have lost so much substance, as to be 
utterl y unfit for its original purpose. It re
quires three hundred and fifty horse loads 
of ware of this description to m.ake a ton 
of kelp; .and it may easily be conceived, 
that, \vith-out a number of hands always 
ready on the watch to secure the floating 
ware, no great quantity of kelp could be 
made from that ware. 

The rest of the kelp in these islands, is 
made on the east coast, from the growing 

ware 
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ware found in the bays and arms of the sea', 
and often on sunken rocks, at some distance 
from the shore. Great part of this ware is 
cut, and floated ashore On rafts and in boats, 
and is attended to the maker with no inconsi
derable degree of toil and risk. To expedite 
the business, and for mutual convenience, 
the kelpers generally form into small par
ties, make a .joint stock of their ware, and 
divide the manufacturing price at the end 
of the year. The making of kelp is a dirty 
and disagreeable employment, and must, 
if the present race of people were to leave 
the country, be given up altogether. 

Let any man conceive, how a labouring 
man in the south, or other parts of the 
kingdom, would relish to go out, at the 
ebb of the sea, to his middle in salt water, 
to cut the ware, and continue during the 
dood up to the neck in that element, drag
ging ashore the ware which he had pre
viously separated from the rocks; and 
from that extreme, be obliged to go and 
suspend himself over the burning, or the 
working of the fluid materials of a kelp
kiln. After all, be obliged to go to sleep 
in the clothes he wrought in during the 
day, l1nc~'2r the roof of a mise};able and un-

comfortable 
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comfortable shealing. Notwithstanding 
what his Lordship insinuates, none but 
the present race, are capable of undergoing 
the hardship. But although that were not 
the case, is it rational to suppose, that, if 
an estate were so far depopulated, as to 
have no more hands than what were ne
cessary for carrying on the farming opera
tions on Lord Selkirk's scale, that a pro
prietor could collect six or seven hundred 
hands every season, from other parts of 
the kingdom, to make his kelp, when none 
of them, allowing even £. 4 per ton, could 
gain more than £. 8 in a season; a sum 
scarcely sufficient for transporting them 
from the south to the Highlands, and back 
again? 

In proportion as the population on some 
estates increases, so in proportion does the 
quantity of the kelp: and it cannot be 
denied, by anyone acquainted with the 
kelp manufacture of the Highlands, that, 
by the adoption of more approved modes 
of managing and cutting, the quantity of 
Highland kelp will increase considerably. 

Instead of sacrificing the real value of a 
farm, by letting it to kelp makers, the re
verse is the case. Suppose two farms ly
ing in the close vicinity of c:\ch other; the 

one 
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one having no kelp on its shores, the other 
a certain quantity of kelp. Suppose each 
of these farms capable of maintaining an 
equal quantity of stock. The tenant or 
tenants of the one, will only be enabled to 
pay a rent arising solely from the quantity 
of stock they can dispose of to the dealer. 
The tenants of the other can dispose of 
the same quantity of stock; and, by add
ing to the amount of their sales, a certain 
portion of the profits of their labours, can 
pay a greater rent than the former, who 
have not had the same opportunity of ap
plying themselves to useful labour. 

The business is now so well understood 
in the Highlands, both by landlord and 
tenant, that the extent of shore that goes a
long with the farm, is always.a stipulated 
article at a set; and the rent rises and falls 
in proportion to the quantity of shore gi~ 
ven, and according as the price of the la~ 

bour is raised or lowered. 
On one considerable kelp estate, the pro

prietor being about to leave the country, 
and reside in England, dreaded that his 
people might become more remiss in his 
absence. To insure their industry, he 
raised the manufacturing price from two 

to 
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to four guineas per ton; willie, on th~ a
ther hand, his lands, already sufficiently 
rented, were augmented in proportion~. and 
the people remained equally satisfied, as 
before. Had the Earl of Selkirk an oppor
tunity of knowing the fact, he wo~ld learn, 
that kelp farms are frequently let to small 
tenants, considerably above their intrinsic 
value. TIlls being the case, his arguments 
may amuse, but not convince, the proprie
tors of those parts of the Highlands and 
Isles, where kelp is an article of profit, that 
they are under the influence of an en'one~ 
ous policy. 

Time not permitting me to enter into 
the consideration of the three last sections 
of Lord Selkirk's book~ I shall only offer a 
remark or two on what he says respecting 
the motives of the Highland Society, in 
" having recommended measures inconsis
tent with every principle of justice." 

To defend the conduct of that Society is 
no business of mine, as they are able to 
defend themselves from any accusation of 
this sort. The ex filde presumption is, 
that a body so numerous and respectable, 
were actuated hy views of benevolence and 
humanity. 
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The late emigration act, so far from pro
ducing the direful effects predicted by his 
Lordship, has only tended to insure a safe 
and comfortable passage 1:0 the emigrant, 
at whatever time he chooses to depart. It 
has removed the most formidable obstacle 
that lay in the way of emigration, namely, 
the terror, the misery, the distempers, and 
othel" fatal incidents attendant on a long 
sea voyage, in an over-crowded ship. In 
fact, it has rendered the way to America 
open and easy. Had the framers of this 
bill meant, that it should stop emigra
tion altogether, they certainly have shown 
themselves to be very bungling politicians. 
By securing to the emigrant a safe and 
comfortable passage, without any mate
rial increase of expence, their bill is like
ly to operate in direct opposition to the 
intentions imputed to its authors, and to 
promote~ under proper restrictions, emigra
tion. 

The act has already operated in redu
cing the former exorbitant profits of the e
migrant carriers; and, by the high securi
ty required to be lodged, for a due obser
vation of the law, it has taken the business 
of carrying emigrants out of the hands of 

petty 
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petty traffickers, who were accustomed to 
go about and raise a ferment among the 
people, on purpose that they might extort 
exorbitant profits, by conveying those they 
had deluded, across the Atlantic, at the 
risk of their lives. By throwing the busi
ness of emigration into the hands of men 
of capital, such as the Earl of Selkirk, who 
can· find the required security, and carry 
on the trade on a large scale, it is to be 
presumed the poor emigrants will always 
be treated with fairness and propriety, 
which they did not, in many cases, expe
rience from the petty traders. 

Nor has the bill operated in raising the 
price of a passage, so much as his Lordship 
represents. 

Several vessels sailed from the north 
of Scotl:md . last season with emigrants, 
and some are preparing to leave it in the 
course of the ensuing f,umn1.er. A Mr 
Rab bi of London, broker and agent for 
James Hodges, E sq; of the house of Bou~ 
chea, Hodges, and Co. Cheapstow, Mon
mouthshire, has engaged several cargoes 
of emigrants in Mull, Skye, and other dis
tricts, for Prince Edward's Isle, to whom 
he has sold many thousand acres, in thirty-

G 2 three 
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three and other lots, in that island, at 
a rate of 500 per cent. above the Lon
don wholesale prices. From a copy of 
his contract of agreement, in my pos
session, I find that he is to give the 
passage, furnish provisions, and every 
requisite, at the rate of £. 6 for each pas
senger. In the yeal" 1801, the rate of 
freight to America was £. 10 per passenger; 
and it is supposed the traders had a profit 
of at least £. 5 on each. But in ] 802, 
from a competition among the traders, the 
freights were reduc~d so low as to be, at 
an average, from £.5 to £. 6; and the rate 
was similar in 1803. The traders, however, 
by crowding immense numbers' of passen
gers in small ships, the melancholy effects 
of which are but too well ascertained, still 
continu2d to draw a profit, varying from 
20 s. to 50 s. a-head. Since the passing of 
the act, the rate has been, for 1804 and 
1805, at £.9 per passenger. 

But Rabbi, the modern Moses, is to de
liver the Highlanders out of the house of 
bondage, and carry them to the wilderness 
of Prince Edward's, without the benefit of 
manna, or any other supernatural assist
ance, for £.6 a-head. If he is equally pru-

dent 



.dent with the rest of his brethrCll, it is pre
sumed, notwithstanding the regulations of 
the act, his carrying of emigrants will not 
prove a losing speculation. On the con
trary, he will have a profit of 10 s. a-head 
on the passengers; as I know that Messrs 
James Strong and Company of Leith, and 
some other merchants, have chartered their 
ships to him at L. 5, 10 s. per passenger, 
allowing at the rate of two tons register 
.for each passenger, with the other statutory 
provISIOns. 

But, ad;nitting that the act has raised 
the expence of freight, this is more than 
compeJ!.sated by the safety and security of 
the passengers, who have now a prospect 
·-of arriving in sound health in a foreign 
country, fit for undergoing any hardship 
or fatigue, and for undertaking the most 
active operations. 

Formerly they were landed in a diseased 
and debilitated state, fit only for hospitals; 
and, before they could engage in any ope
ration, were 9ften obliged to spend their 
little capital, if not to consign themselves 
to hopeless slavery. But, setting these 
melancholy consequences out of the ques
tion, no man, who has the means, can he-

G 3 sitatc 
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sitate which he will luost cheerfully pay, 
the doctor's bill, or a bill of fare. 

Leaving the Earl of Selkirk to realize his 
projects on the other side of the Atlantic, 
as he best can, we shall admit his ac
counts of his colony to be true, until some 
letters from his settlement appear in pu
blic, giving a difierent view of affairs 
there. It only remains to add, that the 
spirit and necessity of emigration, if the 
latter ever existed, is now in a great mea
sure at an end. 

The Highland proprietors, seeing the 
benefit of a useful population, are adopt
ing the most effectual and prudent mea
sures, for retaining the people on their e
states. Some of the late emigrants them
selves, who were the most wealthy when 
they went off, have returned to, and a
gain settled in the mother-eDuntry, parti
cularly in the Long Island; and they give 
no flattering accounts of the new land of 
promise. Add to this, the receipt of se
veral letters written by the settlers, which 
(notwithstanding the system of espionage 
established in some of the colonies, to pre
vent accounts, unfavourable to the views of 
those interested in emigration, from reach-

mg 
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ing Europe) have got home, dissuading their 
connections from embarking, until they 
can send better accounts. Some of these 
letters contain the most pointed complaints 
against the "traders in emigration; com
plaints which may become a subject of fu .. 
ture investigation. 

These last-mentioned circumstances have 
had more effect on the minds of the High
landers, than either the emigration bill, or 
Lord Selkirk's book; and we may foretell, 
without being inspired by the spirit of 
prophecy, or gifted with the second sight, 
that the Highland proprietors and their 
tenantry, will adjust their own affairs for 
their mutual advantage, according to the 
dictates of prudence and sound policy; 
and, by so doing, insure future prosperity 
to their country, to an extent they are not 
yet aware of, long after the Earl of Sel
kirk's book has ceased to be read. 

G4 GENE-





GENERAL REMARI{§$ 

l. THE indolent habits of the High-
landers, and their aversion to stea

dy industry, are often described by the 
Earl of Selkirk as arising out of the feudal 
institutions. But these institutions, and 
the spirit of clanship, have long ceased to 
affect, either the habits or manners of the 
great body of the people. The true cause 
of this indolence, is the ease with which a 
man in these regions can acquire subsist
ence. There are few situations on the sea
coasts, where a man, with a very trifling 
apparatus, may not take as many fi~h in 
an hour as will serve his family for a 
week. The interior lakes and rivers also 

abound 
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abound with great varieties of fish, many 
species of which might be turned to profit. 
A very slight degree of labour is necessary 
to raise abundance of potatoes, with a little 
grain. Milk, eggs, poultry, and pigs, are 
procured 'with little labour. These, and 
not the remains of the feudal institutions, 
or clanship, are the true (auses of the In
dolence of the Highlanders. 

The imposition of adequate rents, to 
which his Lordship ascribes all the dis
contents of the people, is every day ope
rating as a corrective of those indolent ha
bits, and, by stimulating industry, is rai
sing the tenants to comparative wealth and 
independence. 

His Lordship's mode of correcting this 
indolence, is more sudden and violent in 
its operation. He says, the people are do
ing no good to themselves at home, and 
are a burden on their landlords. He there
fore proposes to transfer them to a situa
tion, where they cannot obtain a particle 
of subsistence, except what they extract 
from. the land by the most severe and un
remitting labour. How men of such con
firmed habits of indolence may be able to 
endure this violent regimen, remains to be 

explained. 
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.explained. But his Lordship's specific a
gainst Highland indolence, reminds me of 
the mode by which I have been told idle 
fellows were wont to be punished in Hol
land, and other places. They were locked 
in a cellar, into which water was introdu
ced through a pipe, and the culprit was 
obliged, either to pump it out, or drown. 

2. With regard to the observations scat
tered through the work, concerning the 
several classes of inhabitants, the want of 
leases, and the dispositions of each class 
towards emigration, it may be observed, 

That on all well-regulated Highland e
states, contrary to what his Lordship states, 
p. 40. &c. the small tenants who possess a 
farm in common, hold each an equal shan~. 
For it has been found extremely prejudi
cial to allow one man to have a larger di
vision than another, on the same farm. But 
this mixed occupancy of the cultivated 
land, and common occupancy of the .pas
ture, is so rapidly changing into separate 
possessions, as has been already explained, 
that, had his Lordship's work appeared a 
few years hence, what he advances on this 
point would probably be less understood 
by the Highlanders, than his dissertations 

cOllcernmg 
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concerllmg the feudal system and clan
ship. 

\Vith regard to leases, it is clear, that 
the land ollght always to be given to the 
tenants for a certain period of years. E ve
ry enlightened proprietor in the High
lands follows this practice, and grants lea
ses averaging from nine to thirty years, 
and in many cases of much longer dura
tion. 

But there are often prejudices on the 
part of the tenants, which induce them to 
reject a lease, or to accept one onl y of a 
short duration. They conceive a lease to 
bind them down to the land during its 
whole currency; and the rage of emigra
tion is one l'anse of their rejecting leases 
of long permanency. The restless and un
settled disposition engendered by this fer
ment, has greatly obstructed the progress 
()f regular industry at h0111e. 

In the year 1 t;02, leases of nine years 
W~ re cfr~2red to the tenants on the estate of 
Cbnranald; but, although no augmenta
tion 'Y.lS demanded, they h:d formed so 
strO,lO:; a desire to emibO"rate in a body that 

L , , 

few or them would accept of leases, choo
s!ng r:dlcr to halll their lands from year 

to 



109 

to year. In 180S, the greatest part of an 
estate belonging to Lord Macdonald, con
raining a population of four thousand 
souls, was offered in lease for a term of 
years to the tenants; but, from the same 
cause, only the tenants of two farms ac
cepted the lease, the rest choosing to pos
sess from year to year. 

S. So far is it from being the interest of 
the proprietors to keep down the wages of 
labour, whether employed in agriculture, 
or even in the working of kelp, (as assert
ed by his Lordship, p. 132, 1~3.), their 
interest is directly the reverse, and is ge
nerally understood to be so. A man who 
has the,certain prospect of an adequate re
turn in money, will labour more in one 
week than he would in two, were he to be 
called out according to the ancient, and 
now generally abolished system of exact
ing service-days. The higher the wages; 
of labour in any district, the higher will 
the lands be rented. High wages enable 
the labourer to pay a better price for, and 
to consume more of, the produce of the 

. land, if he has no small holding; and if he 
possess a small portion of land, high wage~ 
enable him to pay a better rent for it. 

Thus 
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Thus the increase of wages redounds ulti. 
mately to the advantage of the 'landlord, 
whether the labourer occupy land himself, 
or consume the produce of what is occu· 
pied by others. 

This has been so clearly manifested in 
several districts of the Highlands, that 
some have thought it might prove a salu
tary measure to raise the price of labour, 
by political regulations. The wretched 
system of cottars and servitudes, is now 
generally abolished. Farm servants are 
generally unmarried men, who live in the 
hbuse of their employer. Day labourers 
are becomiI?-g every day more and more 
frequent; and, even in the Western Isles, 
a good workman earns about 1 s. 6 d. per 
day. 

A gradual rise on the rents of small 
holdings, tends also to stimulate the indu
stry of the tenant; for, in proportion as a 
man becomes less dependent on the spon
taneous produce of his lands, and the re .. 
turns of his cattle, the more he exerts him
self, to obtain, by vigorous cultivation, 
good management, and frugality, returns 
sufficient to cover his increased rent, and 
to provide the necessaries of life. The ha-

bits 
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bits of industry becoming regular and 
steady, he even goes beyond these his 
first objects, and acquires a surplus, which 
accumulates into wealth. 

Accordingly, in the course of my ac
quaintance with the Highlands, I have al
ways observed, that the small tenants, who 
had their land on the lowest terms, were 
generally slothful, and the worst payers; 
while those who held land at what might 
be deemed a fair rent, were always the 
most industrious, and the clearest of debt. 

There is therefore not the smallest 
ground for the clamour that has been rai
sed against the Highland proprietors, for 
driving away their people, by raising their 
rents, the effects of which his Lordship 
paints in such glowing colours. \Vhere
ever the raising of rents has been prudent
ly conducted, it has produced effects di
rectly the reverse of those ascribed to it, 
and has raised the tenants to comfort and 
independence. 

4. His Lordship labours under a mis
take, when, in p. 57, 58., he represents the 
tenants as almost entirely the only clas~ 
disposed to emigrate, because they possess 
the. means of defraying their passage, 

while 
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while the others go to the manufacturing 
towns. 

In fact, it is the class denominated gub .. 
tenants, who hold lands under the tacks. 
men, who first shewed a spirit of discon
tent, and a disposition to emigrate. 

In the year 1802, a cargo of about two 
hundred and seventy emigrated from South 
Uist; and in 1803, nearly as many more 
with Lord Selkirk himself. Of these two 
cargoes, only twenty-six held land from 
the proprietor. The great body went from 
the tacksmen's lands. In 1801 and 1802, 
-a considerable emigration took place, from 
Arisaig and Moidart. The number might 
be about three hundred, and of these se
venteen only held lands direct from the 
proprietor. 

It can be truly affirmed, that, in most 
parts of the North-west Highlands and 
Isles, the case "'tas pretty similar to the ex
amples quoted. His Lordship is therefore 
in an error, in stating that it is the te
nants who emigrate; as it is generally those 
who hold lands at second hand. 

Not one of the tenants who emigrated 
from Clanranaltl's property, and from ma
ny oth,;'!" estates in the Highlands, wen 

turned 
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turn~d out of their lands, or ~ntertained 
the slightest apprehension of being turned 
out, either by the engrossing of farms, or 
subjeCting them to sheep, which his Lord.:.. 
ship assigns, in Section III. of his ,york, 
as the principal causes of emigration. On 
the contrary, many of them held beneficial 
leases,' of which, by selling the reversion, 
they acquired more than was sufficient to 
defray the ,expence of transporting them
selves, and families, to America. 

5. It is generally the idle and indolent 
class of tenants who seem most anxious to 
emigrate. The steady and indilstrious, ra
ther ·110w a disposition to remain at home. 
Notwithstanding all his Lordship has said, 
it is well known that few of them retain 
any capital after landing in America. So 
far is this from being the case, it appears, 
from his appendix E, that some of his own 
emigrants had not wherewithal to pay 
their freight, and that" a few were bound 
nnder indenture to a certain number of 

, .,' years serVIce. 
The distinguished humanity and philan

thropy of his Lordship, it is admitted, af-' 
ford the most ample security against any 
oppressiyc use being made of such inden-

H tures. 
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tures. But it is well known, that these in
dentures have already been abused, and may 
come to be-abused, even in his Lordship's 
colony, into the most shocking ~ruelty 
and injustice. Such indented servants 
form the subject of what is called the white 
slave trade, which has long been practised, 
and is well understood, in the American 
States. Great numbers of those who had 
wherewith to pay their freight, and even a 
little extra capital, on their arrival in Ame
rica, before they could get into a situation 
where they could provide for themselves, 
have been reduced by necessity to sell their 
services, or rather themselves, for a limit
ed time, for bare subsistence. They are then 
bought and sold, and transferred, like cattle, 
from hand to hand. Their master always 
endeavours to get them into his debt be
fore their contract expires, for the payment 
of which they are under the direful neces
sity of entering into a new indenture, and 
thus they seldom recover their personal li
berty. 

Their situation is still more deplorable, 
if they have contracted sickness or disease 
in an over-crowded ship; for in such a 
case they are wholly at the mercy of those 

who 
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who may afford them food and medicines, 
and who speculate on the recovery of their 
health, and a long indenture for their re
imbursement. Here I may observe, that, 
contrary to what his Lordship states,p. l5I. 
the Highlanders, who are riot accustomed 
to regular changes of linen, and are sur
rounded by their own and their children's 
filth, require much more room, in propor
tion, to preserve health on board a ship 
than his Majesty's troops, who are kept 
perfectly clean. For a detail of the white 
slave trade, reference is made to Parkinson's 
Tour in America, where every step of it is 
explained. 

It is to be hoped, that every proposition 
originally laid down, has been completely 
established; and that· it must appear to e
very unprejudiced person, the Highlanders 
ma:y find ample and profitable employment 
in their own country, in the improvement 
of waste lands, in fisheries, and probably, 
at no distant period, in manufactures, if 
they are disposed to be industrious: That, 
so far from beipg a burden on their land
lords, as repeatedly asserted by his .Lord
ship, or its being either the policy or in
terest of the landlords to get rid of them, 

it 
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~t is both the policy and interest of land~ 
lords, through a very extensive range of 
the Highlands and Isles, to retain them; 
That, even where the interest of the land
lord requires to enlarge an arable farm, in 
order to introduce a more skilful cultiva
tion, or to lay an extel1sive range of moun
tains under sheep, his interest also requires 
him to provide for the tenants who may have 
been dispossessed, by the crofting system; 
fer which there are extensive and commo
(lious tracts, on almost every estate: That, 
in such a case, the tenant, having his la
bour confined to a clear and precise ob
ject, is in a much more comfortable situa
tion than when he loitered and slept among 
the mount2..ins, and had no definite object 
of pursuit: That, in all cases, a man who 
is disposed to be industrious, may turn his
labour to much better account in the 
Highlands than he can in the colonies, e
specially if he labour in agriculture or fish
ing; and, with respect to these who are a
verse to labour, that they must be in a 
much worse situation in the colonies, where 
they must labour or ~tarye, than in their 
own country, v,There they can s'Tport ex,,: 
istence with hardly ar~y labour. 

It 
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It may be farther remarked, that the 
sums necessary to convey a man and his 
family to America, and to maintain them 
there until produce can be raised, would 
be amply sufficient to stock a farm, or to 
e~tablish a lucrative fishery in the High
lands; where, with all the disadvantage of 
paying rent, the labour of the tenant will 
prove more beneficial to himself, than in 
America. This remark is offered to the 
serious consideration of such tenants, as 
may have been deluded into a favourable 
opinion of emigration. 

The Author of these Strictures can truly 
aver, that he is actuated by no mean mo
tive: he has no interest to serve; no re
sentment to gratify. Conscious of his in
feriority of talent, he would not have ob
truded himself on the public, but from a 
sense of duty; an earnest desire to remove 
prejudice, and to vindicate the cause of 
truth and humanity. 

EDINBURGH, February 18Q6. 





APPENDIX. 

STATE OF EMIGRATIONS, 1801, 1802, AND 1803, 

referred to, /1. 7. 

.; .:i I 

..c: ! POI't Country I Years. <1) Contractors. Countries whence. 
'13 ... whence. whither . 0 
,) 

~ -'---1 ~ -r Ai"" Sm"'g]'., 
Urquhart, Glen-
gary, Knoidart, 

F. William 
Arisaig, Moidart, l Loc"""'q • k. 1801. 3 799 and Pictou. Geo. Dunoon. from Ross.shire, 

Isle Martin. Rannach of Perth-
shire, Appin, and 
Glencoe of Ar-
gyleshire. 

I 
1802. 1 70 Isle Martin. Pict1lu. I Sutherland. 

3 473 F. William. Up. Canada. A. M'MilIan. {Same countries as 
1 128 Ditto. Pictou. S. Fraser. in 1801. {North Mo~". 
I 550 Knoidart. Canada. 

M'Donaldand Knoidart, Glen. 
Elder. elg, Strathglass. 

Kintail, Lochalsh. 

Wilmington. {LOrd M'Donaid 
I 600 Braccadale. Ditto. and M'Leod's e-N. Carolina. states. 

Sydney. {SOD f_ An .. ig 
34C 

And. M'Don. and Moidart; 40 
1 Moidart. Spanish.town. ald. from Egg, Rum, 

Cape Breton. &c. 

2 900 Uist and Pictou. J. Ure. {Clanranald, Boys-
Barra. Niell. dale, and Barra. 

I 250 Greenock. Canada. 
.... - --
14 4IlO 
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STATE OF EMIGRATIONS, continued. 

Yar . ~} Freighters. ,'From whence, Whither. ~ ~ 
~ ~5 o 0 w 
Z z 

-----ifu" the Moray Frith, 1----- ------
1803. I ,en~aged by D. For-: Strathgfass. Pictou. 120 

I
bes, burden 120 tOlls, I 

1 By Mr Clark, Ditto. Pictou. 120 
I Ditto. i Ditto. Pictou. 120 
1 iDya Club of Strath-

I 
Ditto. Pictou. 120 

glass people, 
2 IVessels of Major 

Melville's at Ulla- Sutherland. Pictou. 
Ipool, by D. Roy shire. 
:~'roln j~.I't_·C;CJ, 1 

C) IV· ' f R M ' I .-! '_S •. l~ 0 • - aCI- : Lewis. 
','ocr fr?m StOTllaway, i 

I IVc,:, 1 of 1. "he:- D' 
ike ... :~, LocheJd, ': IUO. 

Pictou. 

Pictnu. 

2 IMaj0r S)'~on Fraser From diffe
Fru,t ''I' ,1l1am who , ' rent quarters . 

:l~;Is mad~ a trad: of. in the High- PIctoU. 
,el.,· busllles3 smcc 'I d 

1

1';" c:O. an s. 

I~l . 

FIN I So' 

AbCIIl(/k'l ~ Waller, Prill/tN, 

Old BanI: Clot(. 

200 

600 


