


ACT OF INCORPORATION 

AND 

OF THE 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

OF 

MONTREAL. 

(INCORPORATED BY ACT Oil' THE PROTINCIAL PARLIAMI!N'l.'~ 

2 WII.L. IV. CAP. 66.) 

MONTREAL: 
A. H. ARMOUR &: Co. ST. JAMES STREET, 

1833. 





Acrr OF INCORPORATION, 

ANNO REGNI SECUNDO GULIELMI IV. 

HIS EXOELLENCY MATTHEW LORD AYLMER, K. C. B~ 

GOI'ERNOB IN CHIEF. 

" AT the Provincial Parliament, begun and holden' 
"at Quebec, the twenty-fourth day of January, anna 
"domini, one thousand eight hundred and thirty­
" one, in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign 
"Lord William the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of 
"the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
" King, Defender of the Faith, and from thence con .. 
"tinued by several prorogations to the fifteenth day 
,. of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
" thirty-one. 

" Being the foIp.r.onrl session of the fonrteenth Pro" 
"vincial Parliament of Lower Canada." , 

CHAPTER 65. 
AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MEMBERS OF THE 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY AT MONTREAL • 

.25th February, 18ll2.-Presented for His Majesty's assent. 
and "reserved for the signification of His Majesty'i 
pleasure thereon." 

12th October, 18il2;-Assented to by His Majesty ill Hi& 
Council. 

8th January, 18SS.-The Royal Assent signified by tJie 
Proclalll&tion of His Excellency the Governor in Chief. 

Whereas Toussaint Pothier, Robert Piperr John 
Fleming, Jules Quesnel, J. Stephenson, M. D., A. 
F. Holmes, M.D., Henry Corse, H.H. Cunningham; 



Benjamin Holmes, William Belin, Guillaume Vallee, 
1\1. D. and William Hedge, for themselves and others, 
Members of the Natural History Society at Mon­
treal, have by their humble petition represented that 
they have procured a large collection of valuable 
Works, Instruments, objects of Natural History and 
Curiosities, and that it has become an object of soli. 
citude "lith them to ensure the permanent continu­
ance of the institution, thereby tending to promote the 
study of Natural History and General Science and 
Literature; and that to prevent the said valuable 
collection being dispersed 01' divided, they are desir­
ous of being incorporated and subject to such rules 
and regulations as the nature of their institution will 
require; and whereas the study of Natural History, 
is much connected with the wants, the comforts and 
the happiness of mankind; and whereas all laudable 
attempts to promote the progress of Science in this 
Province, ought to be encouraged: Be it therefore 
enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legis­
lative Council and Assembly of the Province of 
Lower Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue 
of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Par­
liament of Great Britain, intituled, "An Act to re­
peal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth 
year of His Majesty's Reign, intituled, 'An Act 
for making more effectual pro'V'ision for the go-
vernment of the Province of Quebec in North Ameri­
ca,' " and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the 
same, that the s-everal persons who now are or who 
from time to titne may become Members according to. 
the rules and regulations of the said Society, shall be 
and are hereby declared, ordained and constituted a 
body corporate and politic by the name of " The 
Natural History Society of Montreal" and by that 
name they and their successors shall and may for 
ever hereafter have perpetual succession, and by 
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the same name be capable in law to sue and be sued, 
implead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, 
and to defend and be defended in all Courts, and 
places whatsoever, and may have a common seal 
with power to alter and change the same at their 
pleasure from time to time, and shall be capable of 
purchasing, holding and enjoying any real estate for 
the use of the said Corporation, and any goods, 
chattels, or personal estate, and of selling, leasing or 
otherwise disposing of the said real or personal estate 
or any part thereof at their will and pleasure. Pro­
vided always that the.clear annual value Or income 
of such real or personal estate shall not at anyone 
time exceed the sum of one thousand pounds curren­
cy, and provided also that the funds of the said 
Corporation shall be used and appropriated to the 
promotion of the study of Natural History and Gene­
ral Science and Literature, and the other objects con·· 

. templated by the establishment and formation of the 
said Society and no other. 

U. And be it further enacted by the authority afore­
said that in all and every suit or suits in law, which 
may hereafter be instituted against the said Corpora­
tion, service of the process at the place where the 
Museum and Lilmtry of the said Corporation are de­
posited, shall be sufficient to compel the said Corpora­
tion to appear and plead to such suit or suits, any 
law, custom, or usage to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding, and all and every suit or suits at 
law, which at any time may be instituted by or on be­
half of the said Corporation, sha.ll be instituted and 
prosecuted in the name of the Natural History So­
ciety of Montreal. 

III. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that Wr the management of the affairs of 
the said Corporation, there shall be annually elected 
by separate ballots, by the Members of the said Cor­
poratioD~ and by a $lmple majority of the votes of the 
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Members present at the Special and Annual Meeting 
hereafter provided for, the following officers, a Pre­
sident, a First Vice President, a Second Vice Presi· 
dent, a Third Vice President, a Corresponding Secre­
tary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, a Librarian 
and Cabinet-Keeper, as also five other Members, 
who, together with the Officers hereinbefore named, 
shall constitute and form the Council of the said So­
ciety or Corporation. 

IV. And be it further enacted by the authority afore­
said, that the said Special and Annual Meeting for 
the election of the Council of the said Corporation, 
shall be held at the placein which the usual meetings of 
the said Corporation are held, on the eighteenth day 
of May in each and every year. Provided always, 
that whenever the said eighteenth day of May shall 
bappen on a Sunday or on a Holiday or Fete d' Obli­
gation, the said Annual Meeting shall take place on 
the nineteenth day of the said month of May. 

V. And be it further enacted by the authority afore­
said, that if at any time it shall happen that the elec­
tion of the Council as hereinbefore directed, shall not 
be made or take effecton tbe day when, in pursuance 
of this Act, it ought to be made and take effect, the 
said Curporation shall not be deemed or taken to be 
dissolved, but it shall be lawful at any other time 
to make such election at a meeting of the Members 
of the said Corporation to be called for that purpose, 
and any twelve Members of the said Society assem­
bling at the time and place designated for that pur­
pose, either at the ,said A!ln~al and Special Meetin~ 
Or at the one substituted m heu thereof, shall consti­
tute a legal meeting of the said Society, and be com­
petent to proce~d to the business of such meeting. 

VI, And be It further enacted by the authority 
afor~said, that, the s~id Society or Corporation shall 
comnst of an mde6mte number of OrdiQary, Corres­
ponding and Honorary Memb.ers, aU of whom shall 
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be chosen by ballot, according to the forms and under 
the restrictions and conditions hereinafter prescribed, 
which said Ordinary Members shall pay and contri­
bute to the funds of the said Corporation, such an­
nual subscription, as may from time to time be enact­
ed by the By-Laws, Rules and Regulations of the 
said Corporation; the said Corresponding Members 
shall be those who reside at a distance from 
the city of Montreal, but who shall have no vote 
dl any of the meetings of the said Corporation, 
and shall not be eligible to any of the offices thereof; 
and the said Honorary Members shall be those only 
who are distinguished and celebrated for their scien· 
tific attainments, and shall enjoy all the privileges 
now enjoyed by the Ordinary Members, except in so 
far as respects the right of voting for the election 
of the Council of the said Corporation. 

VII. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that all propositions for the election of new 
Members for the said Corporation, whether Ordinary, 
Cerresponding, or Honorary Members, shall be made 
in writing at an ordinary meeting of the said Society, 
by a Member thereof, and seconded in writing by an­
other Member thereof, and the name of the person 
so proposed, together with those ofthe proposer and 
seconder, shall be placed in some conspicuous part of 
the room or place where the meetings of the said So­
ciety usually are held, and there remain till the next 
ordinary meeting, at which time the ballot on the 
said proposal shall take place. Provided always, that 
the affirmative votes of three-fourths of the Mem­
bers present at any such ordinary meeting shall be 
requisite for the due election of any such Member, and 
the quorum necessary at any such meeting to qualify 
it or render it competent to proceed to the election 
of any Or~)jnary Member shall be ten, for a Oorres­
ponding Member twelve, and for an Honorary Mem­
ber sixteen, 

VIII. And be it further enacted by the authority 
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aforesaid, that at all ordinary meetings ofthe said So~ 
ciety, seven Members of the said Corporation shall 
be a competent quorum to proceed to all the usual busi~ 
ness of the said Corporation, except in such cases as 
herein otherwise specially provided for, and what­
ever question, matter or thing shall be proposed, dis­
cussed, or considered at any such meeting or any 
other meeting of the Society, shall be finally deter­
mined by the majority of votes of the Members p~­
sent at such meeting, except as herein otherwIse 
provided for. 

IX. And be it further enacted by the authority afore­
said, that the said Corporation may hold Extraordin­
ary Meetings, to be called and summoned in such 
manner and form as may agreed upon by the Mem­
bers of the said Corporation; provided always, that 
such extraordinary meetings shall not be competent to 
proceed to the business to be submitted to the said 
meeting, unless twelve Members thereof are present. 

X. And be it further enacted by the authority afore­
said, that the said Society shall, from time to time, 
for ever hereafter have power to make, constitute, or­
dain, and establish such By-Laws, Rules and Regula­
tions as they shalljudge proper for the mode of election 
of their Council; for prescribing their functions and 
the mode of discharging the same; for the admission of 
new Members; for the government ofthe Officers and 
Members thereof; for collecting and appointing the 
time of payment of the annual contributions of the Or­
dinary Members to the funds thereof; for regulatinG" 
the .times and places, ~nd mode ?f summoning of th~ 
ordlOary and extraordmary meetmgs of the said Socie­
ty; for suspending or expelling such Members as shall 
neglect ?r refuse to comply with the By-Laws and 
Reg~latlOns; an~ generally for the managing or di­
rectmg ofthe affairs and concerns of the said Society. 
Provided always that such By-Laws Rules and Re­
gulations shaH in no wise ~e repugnan't to the Statutes, 
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Customs or Laws of this Province, or to the express re­
quirements of this Act; And provided further that such 
By-La ws shall have no effect, nor any alterations or ad­
ditionsbemadethereto,unlesssuchBy.Laws,Rulesand 
Regulations, or the proposed alterations and additions 
thereto,shall have been announced and read at a meet­
ing of the said Society, at least four weeks previously 
to their being submitted for the adoption thereof by 
tbe said Society, at a meeting at which at least twelve 
Members shall be present, and unless the same shall 
be adopted at such further meeting by at least three 
fourths of the Members then present. 

XI. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that the above specified enactments shall 
be held and considered as the Constitution of the said 
Society or Corporation, and shall continue after the 
passing of this Act to be the Constitution thereof, and 
that no addition or alteration thereof can be made 
thereto, except on the written motion of three M em­
bers ofthe said Society, after four weeks notice thereof, 
and after publication of the proposed alterations and 
additions in at least two of the newspapers published 
in the said city of Montreal during two weeks, and 
adopted by at least three-fourths of an extraordinary 
meeting called by public notice for that purpose, 
and at which not less than twenty-eight Members 
shall be present. 

XII. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that it shall and may be lawful for the Go­
vernor, Lieutenant.Governor, or person administer. 
ing the Government of the Province for the time be­
ing, or for any or either Branch of the Provincial 
Parliament, from time to time, to require from 
the said Society or from the Council thereof, true 
statements under oath (which oath any Jus. 
tice of the !'eace is hereby ~uthorized to ~dminister) 
of the receIpts and expendIture of the saId Society, 
and of the real and personal estate held and enjoyed 
by the said Society. . 



10 

XIII. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that nothing in the present Act contained 
shall affect or be construed to affect in any manner 
or way vrhatsoever, the rights of His Majesty, his heirs 
or successors, or of any person or persons, or of any 
body politic and corporate, such only excepted as 
arp herein mentioned. 

xn-. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that this Act shall be deemed and taken'to 
be a public Act, and as such shall be judicially taken 
notice of by all Judges, Justices of the Peace, and 
other persons whatsoever, without being specially 
pleaded. 



BY-LAWS. 

CHAPTER I. 

OF MEMBERS. 

I.-The ordinary members of this society shall 
pay an annual contribution of one pound five shillings 
currency~ or, in lieu thereof, a life subscription of 
ten pounds currency. The annual contribution shall 
be paid in advance, on the first day of January in 
each year. 

H.-Ordinary members,who may be elected before 
the expiration of the month of June in any year, shall 
pay the contribution for a whole year, and those who 
may be elected after the month of June,and before the 
month of December, shall pay one half only of the 
annual contribution for that year. Those elected in 
December shall be exempt from contribution till the 
first of January next ensuing. 

I1I.-Candidates for election as ordinary or corres­
ponding members shall pay a fee of five shillings 
currency for a diploma, which fee shall in the case of 
corresponding members be paid before the ballot for 
the candidate, subject to immediate repayment should 
the ballot be against his admission. 
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IV.-Every member proposing a candidate as an 
ordinary member, shall be bound to produce a decla­
ration signed by the candidate, of the form contained 
in Appendix A., and to deposit in the hands of the 
Treasurer of the society, at the time of ballotting and 
before the ballot shall be allowed, the contribution to 
become due by such candidate up to the first day of 
January next thereafter, and in the case of an election 
in December, the contribution for the following year, 
as also the fees for the diploma and By-Laws; such 
contribution and fees to be immediately returned, 
should the ballot be against the admission of the 
candidate. 

V.-No or{Jinary member shall be permitted to 
vote on any question, until he shall have signed the 
By- La\",s and Regulations of the society. 

VI.-No ordinary member, whose annual contribu­
tion shall be in arrear for one year, shall be eligible 
to office or to vote at any meeting of the society, and 
should such annual contribution remain unpaid for 
two years, the member shall be notified personally to 
pay the same within twenty days; should the same 
remain unpaid, after such notice, such member shall 
be expelled the society at the next monthly- meeting 
thereof. No rne~lber who shall have been expelled 
shall be re-admitted as a member, unless the arrears 
due by him at the time of expulsion shall be paid. 

VII.-Any member who shall refuse or neglect to 
comply with the By-Laws and Regulations of the 
society, may be expelled by a vote ofthree-fourths of 
the members present, at an extraordinary meeting to 
be called for that purpose. 
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VII I.-Corresponding members shall be entitled 
to attend the meetings of the society. 

IX.-No person shall be elected as a corresponding 
member of this society, unless he reside at a di3tance 
of at least ten miles from Montreal. 

X.-Should any corresponding member remove 
his residence to Montreal, or to any place within ten 
miles thereof, he shall be held to declare in writing 
his wish to become an ordinary member within six 
months after the day of his removal, in default there­
of he shall be notified by the Recording Secretary 
of the existence of the present by-law, and should the 
corresponding member neglect to comply therewith, 
he shall cease to be a member of the society. 

XL-Corresponding members signifying their de­
sire to become ordinary members, shall not be sub· 
jected to ballot, but shall be admitted on paying the 
annual contribution as an ordinary member, from the 
peri'()d they shall signify their desire to become so ; 
the first contribution payable in advance at the 
meeting at which such declaration shall be laid be­
fore the society, in default thereof such declaration 
shall not be considered as having been made. 

XII.-Every ordinary member, who shall absent 
himself from the Province for more than one year, 
shall, in lieu of the annual contribution, he held to pay 
at the rate of ten shillings per annum only, for every 

. year during which such member may be absent; such 
member, however, shall be held to pay this commuted 
contribution within three months after his return to 
the Province, in default of which payment the mem~ 
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ber shall be considered as having withdrawn from 
the society on the day of his departure from the 
Province, and shall not again be admitted into the 
society without a new ballot. 

XIlI.-Any member who may wish to withdraw 
from the society shall give notice thereof in writing, 
but his wish shall not be acceded to by the society, 
until he shall have paid up his subscription to the 
expiration of the year in which the application to 
withdraw shall be made. 

CHAPTER II. 

OF OFFICERS. 

I.-It shall be the duty ofthe President, when in the 
chair, to regulate the order of the meeting, to inform 
the society of the proceedings since the last meet­
ing, to cause reports and communications to be read, 
and, if necessary, the latter to be acknowledged, to 
receive and put motions, and to announce to the 
society what he may think concerns its interests. 
He shall keep order, but appeal may be had from his 
decision to the society itself, provided such appeal 
be required in writing by five members. The Presi­
dent shall have only one vote, and in the event of an 
equal division of votes on any question, such ques­
tion shall be deferred till the next regular meeting, 
and if then the votes be again equally divided, the 
motion on which such question may have been made 
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shall be deemed negatived, and shall not be renewed 
till after the lapse of six months. 

I1.-In the absence of the President, one of the 
Vice-Presidents, according to precedence, shall pre­
side, and shall be vested with all the powers and 
privileges of the President, for the time being. 

IlL-The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct 
the correspondence of the society, read all communi­
cations made to him relating to the affairs of the 
society, and shall, under the direction of the pre­
siding officer, acknowledge all donations. 

IV.-The Recording Secretary shall take minutes 
of the proceedings of the society and keep a record 
of the same in a book which shall be laid before the 
society at every mei3ting. He shall announce to 
members their election imlllediately after the same 
shall have taken place, and prepare all diplomas. 
To him shall be committed the charge of all papers 
belonging to the society. He shall read the reports 
of committees, conduct all ballots and elections (un­
der the direction of the presiding officer) and give 
notice of the extraordinary meetings of the society, 
at least forty-eight hours previous to such extraor­
dinary meeting. He shall also notify members upon 
their election to office. He shall enter into a book 
to be kept for that purpose, all donations to the 
Cabinet and Library under separate heads, shewing 
the date, the nature of the donation, and the name 
of the donor, which book shall be laid upon the table 
at every meeting of the society. 

V.-A Secretary,ifnecessarily absent,shall depute 
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another member to fill his place at any meeting, and 
shall transmit to the presiding officer the minute 
book of the society, together with such documents 
and papers, as he may have received since the previ· 
ous meeting, to be communicated to the society. 

VI.-The Treasurer shall have the charge of all 
the monies belonging to the society, shall coUect all 
contributions, fees, fines, &c. out of which he shall 
pay all accounts which shall have been approved by 
the Council, and keep a regular account of the in· 
come and expenditure of the society, which account 
shall be laid on the table for the inspection of mem· 
bers at the ordinary meetings of the society. He 
shall exhibit to the Finance Committee at least one 
month before the annual meeting, a general statement 
of the receipts and expenditure of the society, and 
shall at the same time report all members who may 
have neglected to pay their contributions or fines. 

VII.-The Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper shall 
have charge of the Library and Cabinet, and shall be 
accountable to the society for all books and speci­
mens therein; of which books and specimens he shall 
keep separate catalogues. 

VIII.-The respective officers of the society and 
the five members of the Council shall be separately 
elected in the following manner :-Each member 
present having written the name of the member he 
may select for any particular office, shall place the 
paper, folded and without signature, in the ballot· box, 
the Recording Secretary shall then examine the 
written votes and report to the presiding officer the 
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number of votes for each member so selected, and the 
member having the majority of votes for any office, 
shall, by the presiding officer, be declared duly 
elected to fiU it. 

CHAPTER III. 

OF THE COUNCIL, 

I.-The Council of this Society or Corporation, as 
constituted by the Act of Incorporation, shall have 
the sole management of all and every the real and 
immovable property which may now or hereafter 
be acquired'by the society, and shall have power to 
authorize the President, or in his absence the pre­
siding officer of the society for the time being, to 
grant a lease or leases of all or any of the housesy 

buildings or premises, of or belonging to the society i 
for such term of years and for such rent or sum of 
money as to the said Council shall appear just and 
reasonable and most for the interest of the society; 
and shall also from time to time, when requisite, bar· 
gain and contract for and have power to authorize 
the President or presiding officer for the time being 
of the society, to accept a deed of sale or lease of 
all such houses, buildings or premises as may be fC'­

quisite and necessary for the prosecution of the 
objects of the society, upon such terms and- condi· 
tions, and in the case of a deed of lease for such 
period as the said Council in their discretion- shall 
see fit. 

11.-The Council shall conduct all the business of' 
B 
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the society, reporting its proceedings at each ordi­
nary meeting for approval. The Council shall have 
the direction of the Cabinet, and shall cause the spe­
cimens to be properly classed, arranged and labelled. 
I t may purchase, or make agreements for the pur­
chase or exchange of, specimens. 

I11.-The Council shall choose a Chairman, who 
shall preside at its meetings, but in his absence any 
other member may be called to the chair. Any five 
members may constitute a quorum at any regular 
meeting, or, after due notice, at a special meeting. 
The Chairman or any two members of the Council 
may call a special meeting, but there shall be a regu­
lar meeting on the Friday preceding the last Monday 
in each month, for the purpose of auditing accounts 
for payment and drawing up a report of its proceed­
ings. In default of a quorum at any regular meeting, 
the Council may assemble immediately previous to 
the meeting of the society on the last Monday of the 
month, but when so assembled the Council shall pro­
ceed only to the auditing of accounts, drawing up its 
report of past proceedings and the other ordinary 
business. The Council shall at all times refer to the 
society for decision any matter which the Council 
may deem of importance. The proceedings of the 
Council shall be succinctly entered in a book to be 
kept for that purpose, under the direction of the 
Chairman, which book shall be open for inspection 
at the regular meetings of the society, 

IV.-The Council shall prepare a general report, 
in which shall be included all matters of importance 
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reported during the year by Committees, which 
general report shall be read at the annual meeting of 
the society. 

CHAPTER IV. 

OF COMMITTEES. 

I.-At the annual meeting or meeting in lieu 
thereof, and immediately after the election of the 
Council, there shall be elected by ballot five mem­
bers who shall have the -superintendance of the 
Library and be called the Library Committee. It 
shall be the duty of this Committee, of whom three 
shall form a quorum, to direct the purchase of such 
books as may in its discretion be calculated to pro­
mote the objects of the society, (provided the price 
of anyone work do not exceed the sum of five 
pounds, in which case reference must be had to the 
society, and provided also that the sum to be ex­
pended for books do not exceed the appropriation 
made by the society or Council.) The Library 
Committee shall report to the Council all purchases 
of books before the Friday preceding the ordinary 
meeting of the society. It shall form a eatalogue of 
the Library to be left with the Librarian. It shall 
decide what books mayor may not be taken out of 
the Library. A g,eneral report of the state of the 
Library shall be prepared by this Committee, and be 
laid before the society at the ordinary meeting in 
April. 

H.-At the oIdinary meeting in March there shall 
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be elected by ballot three members to form the Com~ 
mittee of Finance. This Committee shall examine 
the 'l'reasurer's accounts, and report thereon at the 
ordinary meeting of the society in April, and shan 
at the same time submit a clear statement of the in­
come and expenditur.e of the society for the past year. 

III.-Whenever a Committee of the society shall 
he appointed, such Committee shall have the use of 
the society's room as a place of meeting, provided 
that the Cabinet Keeper shall have due notice of the 
time of such· meeting. 

CHAPTER V .. 

OF THE CABINET. 

The Cabinet shall be in charge of the Cabinet 
Keeper. It shall include four departments, viz. 
Zoology, Botany, Mineralogy and Miscellanies, of 
which a catalogue shall be made by the Keeper, 
wherein each specimen shaH be entered and num­
bered under its respective head, to correspond with 
the number affixed to the specimen. No specimen 
shall be taken out or removed unless with the sanc­
tion of the Council, or of the Committee superinten­
ding the particular department to which such spe­
cimen may belong. Duplicate specimens may be 
disposed of by the Committees for an equivalent. 
Donations to the Cabinet shall be entered in the 
catalogue of the department to which they belong, 
and the name of the donor entered opposite the 
donations. Every member shall have ac~ess to the 
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Museum at such times as may be appointed by the 
Council, and any member may introduce visitors. 
No case shall be opened without the consent of the 
Cabinet Keeper. 

CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE LIBRARY. 

I.-The Library shaH be in charge of the Libra­
rian, under the superintendence ,of the Library Com­
mittee. 

n.-Any member wishing to take out a book must 
apply to the Librarian on the proper days fixed by 
the Library Committee, and the title of the book so 
taken out shall be entered by the Librarian in a book 
to be kept for that purpose, under the name of the 
member, specifying the date of borrowing. Any 
book (periodical works excepted) may be kept by a 
member during two weeks, and if not then returned, 
the member retaining the same shall pay a fine of 
one shilling and threepence, and an additional fine 
of two shillings and sixpence for every succeeding 
week, to be imposed on the eighth day from the 
preceding one. . 

IH.-Periodical works, until they shall have been 
three months in the Library, shall be retained during 
seven days only. 

IV.-Books when returned at the appointed time 
may, if not previously applied for by another mem­
ber, be renewed for another fortnight. 



V.-No book shall be purchased for the Library, 
unless it shall treat of some scientific subject or 
some branch of Natural History. Donations of 
books on any subject may of course be placed in the 
Library. 

Vl.-Any member injuring or defacing a book 
shall be fined or required to replace the work or pal 
its value, at the discretion of the Committee. 

VII.-All fines provided for by this chapter shall 
be paid to the Librarian, and by him to the Trea­
surer. 

VIII.-No member shall be allowed to take out 
any book, while his fine on a former one remains un­
paid. 

IX.-All bound books shall be stamped with the 
words "Natural History Society" on the back, and 
the name of the society shall be inscribed or stamped 
on the title page of pamphlets. 

X.-On the Monday preceding the ordinary meet­
ing of the society in April, all books shall be called 
in and be examined by the Library Committee, who 
shall report on the state of the Library at the ordi­
nary meeting in April. 

CHAPTER VII. 

OF MEETINGS. 

I.-An ordinary meeting of this society shall be 
held on the last Monday of every month throughO"'"t 
the year. 

n.-Extraordinary meetings may be called by the 



President or one of the Vice-Presidents, or by any 
three members through either of those officers, 
provided that in either case notice of the object of 
the meeting be given in the notification to attend. 
No question or subject shall be discussed or taken 
into consideration at any extraordinary meeting, 
except that for which it may have been specially 
called. 

IlL-In case of the a~sence of the President and 
Vice-Presidents, any other member may be chosen 
to preside at that meeting; and shall be vested with 
all the powers and privileges of the President. 

IV.-At the ordinary meetings of the Society 
the following order of business shall be observed, 
viz:-

1. The chair shall be taken at eight o'clock 
from the 1st of May to the 1st of November, and at 
seven o'clock during the remaining months, for the 
transaction of private business, which should not be 
protracted beyond one hour. 

2. The minutes of the last meeting shall be read. 
3. Reports of Committees shall be announced by 

the presiding officer and read by the Recording 
Secretary. 

4. Communication"s received by the Corresponding 
Secretary shall be read. 

5. Reports of the Council shall be read. 
6. Donations and additions to the Museum or Li­

brary shall be exposed on the table and noticed by 
the presiding officer. 

7. Motions, if any, shall be made, and any miscel­
laneous business transacted. 



8. Candidates proposed at the last previous meet­
ing shall be ballotted for; and the names of candi­
dates proposed for ballot at the next meeting shall 
be announced. 

9. The minutes of the meeting shall then be read 
and private business shall cease. 

10. Visitors (if any) may be introduced by per­
mission of the presiding officer. 

11. The chair shall be taken (if necessary) for 
public business. 

12. Any Essay presented shall be read, and time 
being allowed for conversation thereon, the society 
shall adjourn. 

APPENDIX A. 

I [name, residence and occupatwn,] being of the 
age of twenty-one years, declare that I am desirous 
of becoming an Ordinary Member of the Natural 
History Society of Montreal, and that should I be 
elected I shall abide by and obey all and every the 
By·laws, Rules, and Regulations of the Corporation. 

Dated at this day of 
18 

Proposed by 
Seconded by 

~ Member .• of Ute 
S said Society. 

These By-Laws shall remain for the signature of 
Members in the place where the MUieum and Library 
shall be deposited. 
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ME1UBERS ELECTED SINCE ITS COIUMENCEMENT. 

Date. 

1827. 
July 30. 

Aug. 27. 

Sept.27. 

Nov.26. 
1&33. 

Feb. 2.5. 

Mar. ill. 

May~6. 

Jun. SO. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Names. 

James Forbes, M.D., Inspector of 
Hospitals. 

John Galt. 
William Dunlop, M.D. 
Silo John Franklin, Capt. R. N., F. 

R.S. 
John Richardson, M.D., F.R.S. 
Basil Hall, Captain R.N., F.R.S. 
John Torrey, M. D., Professor of 

Chemistry and Botany. 
William Spence, F.L.S. 

Robert Jameson, F.R.S.E.,P.W.S., 
Professor of Natural History. 

Robert Kaye Greville, LL.D., F.R. 
S.E. 

William J. Hooker, LL.D., F.R.A. 
and L.S., Professor of Botany. 

D. Samuel L. Mitchell, M. D., F. 
L.S. 

Benjamin Silliman,M.D. Professor of 
Chemistry, Yale College. 

Parker Cleaveland, ;\1. W. S., Pro­
fessor of Nataral Philosophy, 
Bowdoin College. 

Thomas Nuttall, A.M., F.L.S. Har. 
val'd University. 

Hon. Josiah Quincy, President Har­
vard University. 

Hon. Cadwallader Colden. 
Jacob Bigelo,v, M.D., Professor of 

Materia Medica. 
Hon. Jonathan Sewell, Chief Justice 

of Lower Canada. 
Sir James M'Grigor, Bart., Direc­

tor General, Army Medical Dept. 
Thomas Thomson, M. D., F. R. S., 

Professor of Chemistry. . 
HOD. Stephen Van Rensalaer. 

Residence. 

Ceylon. 

London. 
Guelph. 
London. 

Dumfries. 
Edinburgh. 

New York. 
Loudon. 

Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh. 

Glasgow. 

New York. 

New Haven, Conn. 

Maine. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Ne,v' York. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Quebec. 

London. 

Glasgow. 
Albany, Ne.w York. 



1829. 
Feb. 23. 

1\'Iay 25. 
1831. 

Sept.26. 

1827. 
July 30. 

Sept.27. 

Oct. 29. 

Dec.28. 

1833. 
Jan. 28. 
Feb. 25. 
1\'Iar.21. 
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Name. Residence. 

Sir Howard Douglas, Bart .. F.R.S., England. 
Major General. 

J. G. Children, F.R.S., British Mu. London. 
seum. 

Sir W. Jardine. Jardine Hall. 

-
CORRESPOND1NG MEMBERS. 

Rev. Hugh Urquhart. 
Alexander Stevenson. 
Pierre Chasseur. 
David Thompson. 
George Anderson, F.A.S., F.R. 

S.E. 
John Coldstream, M.D. 
George Longmore, Capt. R.S.C. 
Lewis C. Beck, M.D., Professor 

of Botany. 
T. Romeyn Beck, M.D., Profes-

SOL' of Medicine. 
Rev. Amos Ansley. 
William Sheppard, 
Jeremiah Van Rensalaer, M.D. 
E. L. Hayden. 
F. H. Baddeley, Lieut. R.E. 
Hugh Bone, M.D., Deputy In-

spector of Hospitals. • 
D James Badgley,Commander R.N. 

Martin Paine, M. D. 
William Lyons, M.D. 
P. M'Naughton, M.D., Profes­

SOL' of Anatomy, Western 
College. 

H. C. Darling, Major General 
George Scott. 
George Rolph. 
Alexander l\UNabb. 
Henry Wolsley Bayfield, Captain 

R.N. 
John P. Collins, Lieut. R.N. 
Hon. Mathew Bell. 

Cornwall, U. C. 
Chambly. 
Quebec. 
Glengarry. 

Inverness. 
Leith. 
Mauritius. 

Troy, N. Y. 

Albany, N.Y. 
Berthier. 
Woodfield, Quebec­
New York. 
Sorel. 
Quebec. 

Barbadoes. 

New York. 
Quebec. 

Albany. 
Tobago. 
St. Johns. 
Dundas. 
Kingston. 

Quebec. 
Quehec. 
Three Riven. 
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Date. Name. Residence. 

Mar. 21. James H. Kerr. Quebec. 
Edward Grieve. Three Rivers. 
William E. Cormack. St. John, N. F. 

D Dr. William Fraser. Murray Bay. 
Andrew Stuart. Quebec. 
David Stuart. Quebec. 

April28. Edward Glen. Chambly. 
. William Kirkland. Geneva, N. Y . 

May 26. William;Macrae. St. Johns. 
Dr. John Munro. Drummond Island. 
H. R. Schuolcraft. Sault St. !\Iary. 
Rev. William Arnold. Gaspe. 
Rev. A. Norman. Bay Chaleurs. 
Hon. Mr. Justice Fletcher. Sherbrooke. 

June SO. John Almon, M.D. Halifax, N. S. 
Isaac Lea. Philadel phia. 
Thomas G. Anderson. Drummond Island. 

July 28. Alex. Baxter, M. D., Inspector of 
Hospitals. Barbadoes. 

Aug. 25. .Rev. George M. Ross. Drummondville. 
J. J. M'Lean, !\I.D. Sevenoaks, England. 
Henry Maunsell. Donegal Co., Ireland. 

D Lewis Heerman, !\I.D. New Orleans. 
Charles U. Shepard, Lecturer on 

Botany, Yale College. New Haven, Conn. 
Sept.29. D Rev. Daniel H. Barnes. New York. 

Paul S. H. Lea. Charie.ton, S. C. 
Seth Bass, M.D. Salem, Mass. 
G. W. Benedict, Professor of Na. 

tural Philosophy. Budington, Vt. 
Oct. 28. Samuel Hooker. Niagara Falls. 

Geol'ge Colis, Surgeon R. N. Kingston. 
R. H. Bonny castle, Capt. R.E. York. 

D William Green. Quebec. 
Dec. 29. Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor Gen. Quebec. 

Henry Pooley, Lieut. R.E. 
1829. 

Apri128. Rev. Daniel Wilkie. Quebec. 
Rev. George Bourne. New York. 

July 27. Rev. J. Abbott. St. Andrews. 
W. G. Telfer. Leith. 

Sept.S8. D Joseph M'GiIlivray. M'Kenzie's River. 
D. Mussey, M. D., Professol' of 

Anatomy. Dartmouth Coli., N.H. 
Oct. 26. John Sampson. Port Louis,Iale France. 



Date. I 

Nov. 30. 
1820. 

Feb. 23. 

Mar, 29. 
April26. 
May SO. 

July 27. 
Sept.27. 
Oct. 25. 

Nov. 29. 
1831. 

Mal·.28. 
1832. 

Feb. 27. 
Ap1'i120. 

Dec. 31. 

D 

D 

1827.July:30. 
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Name. 

W. Kelly, M.D., R.N. 
Dr. Stephen Pardy. 
F. L. Iogall, Lieut. 15th Regt. 
Henry Nixon, Lieut. 96th Regt. 
John Adams. 
Jos. Skey, M.D., Deputy inspec_ 

tOl' of Ho'pitals. 
Dr. Edward Moreau. 
Dr. Patrick Buckley. 
Charles Fothergill. 
Francis Badgley, M.D. 
W. Gilkison, Jun. 
Thomas Mercer Jones. 
Dr. George Rankine. 
John Finch. 
Archibald IWNab. 
Joseph Delafield. 

James Mease, M.D. 

Dr. R. C. Henderson. 
Charles J. Jackson. 
Francis Alger. 
John MOITOW. 
Titus Smith. 
J • .8. Meilleur, M.D. 

-
ORDINARY MEMBERS. 

Session 1.-1827-28. 

*t Rev. John Bethune. 
William Badgley. 

C Benjamin Workman. 
* Hon. Lewis Gugy. 

David Ross. 

Resiriellce. 

Quebec. 
Carthagena. 

Coteau du Lac. 

Quebec. 
SI. Lament. 
St. Johns. 
Pickering, U. l'. 
I"ondoo. 
Calcutta. 
York, U. C. 
East Indies. 
England. 
!\lacnab. 
New York. 

Philadelphia. 

Augusta, U. C. 
Bostou, 1\la". 
Boston, ~b>s. 
Halifax, N.S. 
Halifax, N.S. 
L' Assonoption. 

* Honorable Charles W. Grant. 
• Honorable Robert U. Hal'wood. 

Dtt John Fleming. 
James Leslie. 
Campbell Sweeney, Jun. 
Samuel Gale. 

• 



SO 

Date. Name. 

Hon. Horatio Gates . 
• Dt William Pardy, M.D. 

Hon. Peter M'Gill. 
Moses Judah Hays. 
William Farquhar. 
Nelson 'Vallier. 

ct Alexander Shakel. 
D Edward Figg, Lieutenant Colonel R.E. 
D John ilI'Taggart. 

August 27. * Chief Justice James Reid. 
D* Hon. John Richardson. 

Han. John :Forsytb. 
Samuel Genal'd. 
William Lunn. 
James C. Grant. 
l\Iichael O'Sullivan. 

C Isaac Valentine. 
D J. Pal'ker, Captain, Brigade Major. 

NR Honorable James Cuthbert. 
John Boston. 

NR Daniel BoltoD, Captain R. E. 
NR George Simpson. Governor Honorable Hudson 

Company's Territol'ies. 
NR John By, Lieut. Colonel R.E. 

Sept. 27. NR William King, Major, late of R.S.C. 
NRt Robert S. Piper, Capt. R.E. 
NR Lawrence G. Brown 
CC Benjamin Holmes. 

HOIl. Samuel Hatt .. 
NR C Duncan (', Napier, Lt. Col. Ind. Dept. 

NR William B. Marlow, Lieut. R.E. 
NR James M. Holwell. 

C William Hedll,e. 
October 29. NR' William Wallace, Lieut. 98th Foot. 

qcc Arthur Ross. 
NR .James Bariow,Su(geon, 3d Light Drag. 

Thomas F. C. Arnoldi, M.D. 
Nov. 26. NR Hon. Henry Dilkes Byng, R.N. 

D David Jearrad, Assistant Surgeon R.S.C. 
NR E. J. Cleather, Captain, late of R.S.C. 
NR Amos Lister, D. A.C.G. 

Charles Tait. 
NRC William Fre~laDd. 

NR Rev. Alex. Gale. 
Dee. ~B. NR R. L. Phipps, Captain 68th Foot. 
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Date. Name. 
------
1828 .• Tan.28. NR Francis W. Po,ter, 1\1.D. 

March ;)1. NIt W. H. Denison, Lieutenant R.E, 
April 28. Turton Penn. 

Williu"i Peddie. 
NR T. G. Keegan, M.D. 

Session 11.-1826--29. 

June 30, John Platt. 
. Tuly::!S. William A. Holwelf • 

August 25. Archibald Ferguson. 
(; William Shakel. 

Sept. 29. NR Edward Griffin. 
October 23. tC Ale,under Buchanal>. 

Robert Simpson. 
Jac!]ues Vige,·. 

Nov. 24. Charles J. Forbes, D.C.G, 
Gab"iel Franche,·~. 

1829.Feb.23. Eleazar D. David. 
Francis Perry. 

Session 111.-1829-30. 

May 25. NR Dr. Alfred Digby, 
July 27. NR Henry JessoPi>. 

Mitchell Smith. 
IICC T. A. Begly. 

Sept. 2B. Hon. Denis B. Viger. 
F,·anci. A. Larocque. 

t Jules Quesnel. 

* Hon. Toussaint Pothier. 
F"allcis Sisson. 

October 26. Louis J. Papineau. 
Hon. George Moffatt, 

Nov. <l0. Adam L. Macnider. 
Dec. 28. NR Chades Tyle,', Captain R. N. 

18ilO.Mar.29. n obert S. Buchanan. 
April 26. t Hon. Dominique Mondelet. 

Session 1P.-l$30-3I. 

May ill. Jacob De Witt. 
CC J. Guthrie Scott 

NRC Rev._John Hick. 
.. Tune !n. James Rodgers • 
Jwy 27. Job Dennet Cldrir.e, Lieutcnllot R.~. 



Date. Name. 

------------------------------------------
Sept. 29. 
April 81. 

May::;O. 
June 27. 

August 29. 

Sept. 26. 
October 81. 

Nav.23. 

1832 Jan.3D. 

Feb. 27. 

March 26. 

May 28. 
Dec. 81. 

1811B.Jan.2S. 

Feb. 25. 

August 26. 

Thomas B. Anderson. 
tC Andrew H. Armour. 

Session V.-18S1-S2. 

Aaron P. Hart. 
Duncan Fisher. 
Samuel W. 1\-I.'nl1.. 

NR Wellington Hal·t. 
Joseph ShuteI'. 
Hypolite Guy. 
Thomas A. Starke. 

t Robert Nelson, M.D. 
James Keith, Ho!'. Hudson's Bay Company. 

NR Ogden Creighton, Captain h. p. 
Ed ward Cheney. 
Aaron H. David. 
Robert ·Weir. 
John Hughes. 

NR .lohn Beekman Finlay. 
James Carsnell. 

NR Rev. Jonathan Shortt. 
John A. Perkins. 

Session Vl.-18S2-SS. 

Norman Williams. 
George Platt. 

e Dr. PielTe Beaubien. 
C J. T. Brondgeest. 

Adam Thorn. 
Alexander Duff. 
George Bent. 

Session VlI.-18S3-34. 

Rev. J. F. Boswell. 
Dr. M. M'Culloch. 
Nicol H. Baird. 
Alexander M 'Kenzie. 
William L. Whiting. 
John Racey, M.D. 




