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PIPES AND TOBACCO; 
OR, NOTES ON THE 

NAHCOTIC USAGES AKD SUPERSTITIONS 

OF THE 

OLD AND NE'V 1YORLD. 

In attempting to determiue the elements on which to base a sys­
tem of classification of the di,'erse types or val'ieties of man, there 
are frequently one or two prominent characteristics which, alike 
among ancient and modern racel'l, appear to supply at least con­
venient tests of classification, while some are desen-ing of special con­
sideration as indicators of more comprehensive and far-reaching 
principles. The ancient (·pithet "barbarian," had it~ origin in the· 
recognition of this idea; and we still apply that of "woad-died" to, 
the old Briton us the fittest which our knowledge of him supplies> 
With the Jew and bis semitic congeners, the rite of circumcision is at 

pecnliarly di.4inctiye element of isolation, though carried by 
Islamism, with the Arabic tongue, far beyond their ethnic pale. 
Rrahminism, Buddhism, Parsceism, Sabaism, Fetisism, and even 
Thuggism, each suffice to supply some "lements of classification. l'he 
~annibal K ew Zealander, the large footed Patagonian, the big lipped 
Babeen, the flat-headed Chinook, the woolly-haired Negro, the cluck­
ing Hottentot, and the boomerang-armed Australian, bas eacb his 
special feature, or peculiar symbol, more or les,s fitly assigned to him; 
and not less, but more distinctly characteristic than any of the se 
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2 NARCOTIC USAGES AND SUPERSTITIONS 

are the scalp war-trophy, and the peace-pipe of the American Indian, 
-the characteristics not of a tribe, or a nation, but of a whole 
continent. Of the indigenou:> uniqueness of, the former of these 
there i~ no question. It may not be altogether unprofitable to re­
consider the purely American origin of the usages connected with 
the latter, on which doubts have been repeatedly calSt, and more 
especially by recent writers, when consiuering the inquiry from very 
diver::;e points of "jew. 

Amoll~ the native products of the Amprican continent, there is 
none whi~h 80 strikingly distingui;;hes it as the tobacco plant, and the 
purposes to which its leaf is applied; f"r even were it proved that 
the use of it as a narcotic, and the practi"e of smoking its burning 
leaf, had originated independently in the old world, the sacred 
instituboll of the peace-pIpe must still remain as the peculiar 
charactl'ri"tie of the Rl:'d In(li:ll1 of America, Profe~:<ur John­
ston, in his ,. Chemistry of Common Life," remarks \\ ith reference 
to this and others of the narcoties peculiar to the new world :-" The 
Aborigines of Central A merica rolled up the tob3n:o Jeaf, and 
dre:amed away their lires in ~moky ren~ries, ages before Columbus 
was born, or the eo]onists of Sir 'Walter Raleigh brought it within the 
precincts of the Elizabethean Court. The COl'(la Jeaf, now the comfort 
and strength of the Peruvian llluletero, wa~ ch,·wcd a" he does it, in 
far remote times, and among the same mounbills, by the Indian 
natives whose blood he inherib." The former of t1le,;e n;trcotics, 
however, it is scarcely necessary to ~ay, was not confined. "ithin any 
period known to liS, to central America, though its name of tubacco, 
-derived !).'" some from the Haitian tall/baku, and by others from 
Tal.r(('o, a province of T n~atan, where the Spaniards are affirmed to 
ha\'e first met with it,-appears to han' b('en the native term for the 
pipe, and not for the plant, which was called kohiba. 

So far as we cun now infer from the e,idence fllrnished by 
Dutive arts and relics connected with the nse of the tobaecl) plant, it 
seems to h:wo been as familiar to most of the ancient tribes of the 
north \YE'st, and the Aborigine,; of our Canadian forests, as to those 
of tbe American tropics, of which the .. :.Yicotiana Tabacum is believed 
to be a native. No such remarkable depositories indeed have been 
found to the north of the great chain of lakes, as those disclosed to 
the explorers of the tumuli of " Mound City," in the Scioto valley, 
Ohio, from a single one of which,nearly two hundred pipes were taken; 
most of them composed of a hard red porphyritic stone, with their 
howls elaborately carved in miniature figures of animals, birds, 
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reptiles, &c., executed with great skill and fidelity to nature."" But 
though not found in such numbers, sufficient examples of' this class 
of relics occur within the Canadian frontier to show the contempora­
neous practice of the same arts and customs in this 110rthe~n rt'gion, 
or to prove such an intercourse with the pipe-sculptors of more 
southern la.titudes, as is assumed in the case of the ".M:o~nd Build­
ers," by writers to whom any remote and undefined source ever 
seems more probable than the one under consideration. Among 
various examples of such Canadian relics in my own possession are 
two stone pipe-heads found on the shores of Lake Simcoe. One of 
these, formed ot a dark steatite, though imperfect, exhibits in its 
carving-a lizard climbing up the bowl of' the pipe, with the 
underside of its lower-jaw ingeniously cut into a human counten­
ance peering over the pipe bowl at the face of the smoker-the :;ame 
curious imitative art of the native sculptor, as those engrawd by 
Messrs. Squire aod Davis, from the ancient mounds of the 
Mississippi valley. The other is decorated with a human head. mark­
ed by broad cheek-bones, and large cars, and wearing a flat and 
slightly projecting head·dress. The material in which the latter is 
carved is wort.hy of notice, as suggesti\'e of its pertaining to the 
locality where it was found. It is a highly silicious limestone, such 
as abounds on the shores of the neighbouring Lake Couchichiog, and 
which from its great hardness was little likely to be chosen by the 
pipe sculptor as the material on which to exercise his arti"tic skill, 
unless in such a locality as this, where his choice lay between the 
hard, but close grained limestone, and the still more intractable 
crystalline rocks of the same region. Canadian examples of pipe­
sculpture, in a great variety of forms, executed in the favorite and 
easily wrought red pipe-stone of the Coteau des Prairies, also occur; 
but these are generally supposed to belong to a more recent period, 
and differ essentially in their style of art from the pipes of the mound 
builders, worked in granite, porphyry, and limestone, as well as in the 
steatites, and other \'arieties of the more easily wrought stones 
which admi~, like the red pipe stone, of the elaborate GaTling and 
high degree of finish most frequently aimed at by them. In addition 
to those, another class of pipes, of ruder workmanship in clay, and 
ornamented for the most part, only with incised chevron and other 
conventional patterns, exhibiting no traces of imitative art, are of 
frequent occurrence within the Canadian frontiers; and to these I 
propose to refer more minutely before closing this paper, as objects 

.Smithlionian Contributions to Knowledge. Yol. I. p.152. 
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P'","~('s:-;ing some value in relation to the history of the singul.ar 
native custom for which such implements were constructed, and to lts 
early practice in Europe. Meanwhile it may be noted ~hat the.terms 
existing in the widely diversified nati,"e yocabularies are lrreconclleable 
,dth the idea of the introdudion of' tobacco among the northern 
tribes of the American continent a::< a reeently borrowed novelty. 
,r e learn from the narative of Father Franci:!co Creuxio, that the 
~ll',..;uit missionaries of the lith century, found tobaf'co in abundant 
u~e among the Indians of Canada. ::::;1) earl." as 1629 he describes 
the Hurons as smoking immoderatel." the dried Jeares and stalks of 
the nicvtian plant commonly call..-d tobacco 01' pell/lle; and sllch waS 
their addiction to the practice that one of their tribes in r pper 
Canada, received the designation of the Pe/Ililians, or smol{ers, 
frA1I the latter name for the favourite weed.* This term appears to 
h:, of Floridian origin, and was perhaps introduced by the missionaries 
them:whes from the southern vocabulary. Dut the the Chippewa: 
Lallle for tobacco is ctsalllah, seemingl.,·, as Dr. O'Meara-now, and fur 
lluny years resident mis,;ionary among the Ilidians of the :\Ianitouanin 
hlands,-assures me, a llati"e radical haying no other ",ignificance or 
application. So also the Chippeway~ haye the word butta tu express 
~moke, as the smoke of a tire; but for tobacco fumes they 
l'illpl,)), a distinct term: buelmoo.lf, literal1~": " it smol{es," the 
1111ckll'ana of Longfellow's " H ia\\~atha." i!lca"gun is a "tobacco 
pipe;" and with the peculiar p()\\"er of compound words and inflec­
h,u, so remarkable iu the lall~U:lgt:'''; of tribes so rude as those of the 
American forests, we hU"e hom this root: niflll'ahgullcka: "I make 
pipe,.;," kipwahgulleka: ,. thou makest pipes," pH'ahgunea: .. he 
nakes pipes, &.c.," so also, lliSII.(I.'jIl81 1'(l: ., 1 smoke a pipe." kislI.q­
j:(ISH'a : .. thou smokest," 81l,qgaslca: "he smokes." ,Vhile there­
fore, Europe has borrowed the Dame of the Inoian weed from that 
pOl,tion of the new w0rld lir"t yisited b:~ ih Gt'lloese uiscoverer, the 
hn~l1a!:!;e of the great Algonquin nation exhibits an ancient and 
entirely independent northern yocabulary a,-"ociated with the usc of 
tobacco, betraying none of the tra"es of compounded descriptive 
terms 80 discernible in all those appliell to object::! of European 

•.. '\'\ insaniam quoque auamant Funl1llll cx siec3.tis foliis stil'pis snpcriore seculo in 
"ailiam iIlatte: (ah eius qui intuJit nomine nicoti,wI pl,wuit appellare, nunc iabacUln seu 
1" {",Wilt vlIlgo vocant: atqlle i!,,1p l1"lll(,ll apud Gallos illn'nit, qUill inter Canadcnses 
VI!)~llo~ Natio PetUl~iorum dicitur) ('II. quod cl'rehri exsiccandi vim ruh'l\m habet. uti per 
navlgatlOncs Europrel consueverant pl'illl Ulll , \lanc nl ab pi, vel It Canadensibus rcs translata 
a,l crapulam. Hi certe ne passum quidem progl'ediantursinc tubo longiuscnlo, quo ejusmodi 
fllmos haUl'iunt, ac fere ad temulclltialll; pertcutant cnim cerebrulD, cbrietatl.'mquc dClIlum 
itl'\ucunt, villi instar." "IIistorice Canadensis, selt -,",Il'a' Francia." Paris: 1664. Page 76. 
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origin. The practice of smoking mrcotics, is interwoven with all 
their habits, so that tbey even reckon time by pipes, using such word 
sentences as ningopwah.'lun. " I was one pipe [of time] about it". 

In the Old World most of the ideas connected with the tobacco pipe 
are homely and prosaic enough: aud though we associate the 
chibouk with the poetical reYel'ies of the oriental day-dreamer, and 
the hookah with tbe pleasant t:lI1cies of the Anglo-Inrlinn reposing 
in the shade of his bungaloose: nevel,theless, the tobacco pipe 
constitutes the peculiar and most characteristic symbol of America, 
intimately intel'woven with the rites and superstitions, and with 
the relics of ancient customs aud historical traditions of the 
Aborigines of this New Vvorld. If Europe borrowed from it the fir::it 
knowledge of its prized narcotic, the gift was received uuaccompanied 
by any of the sacred or peculial' virtues which the Red Indian !<till 
attaches to it as the symbol of hospitality anrl amicable intercour~e ; 
aud Longfellow, accordingly, with no le~s poetic "igor, than fitness, 
opens his ., SOIlg- of Hiawa"ha" \\"ith the institution of "the peace­
pipe," by the Great Spirit, the master of life. With all the un­
poetical associations which are inseparable from the modern llses of 
the 11icotia11 weed, it required the iuspil'ation of true poetry to re­
deem it from its base ideal. But this the American poet h:l~ 

accomplishp.d fully, and with the boldest figUl'es. The Master of Life 
descend;! on the mountains of the Prairie, breaks a fragment from 
the red stone of the quarry, and fashioning it: with curious art into a 
figured pipe-head, he fills it with the bark of the red willow, chafes 
the fore:;t into flame with the tempest of his breath, and kindling it ; 

Erect upon the mountain~ 
Gitchc :\1i1nito, the mighty, 
Smoked the calumet, the peace"pipe, 
As a signal to the nations. 
And the slll"ke rose ,1'Jldy, 810wly, 
Thl'ou(\'h the tmnquil air of mOl'lling, 
Fil"st a single line of darkness, 
Then a densel" bluel' vapor, 
Then 1\ slIow"white cloutl IInfulJiug, 
Like the tree tops of the fure~t. 

Ever rising, rising, rising, 
Till it touched the top of beaven, 
Till it hroke agaillst the beaven 
.And rolled onward all around it. 

And the tribes of the ancient Aborigines gathering from river, 
lake, and prairie, assemble at the divine summons, listen to the '\Yarn­
ings and promises with which the Great Spirit seeks to guide them; 
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and this done, and the warriors having buried their war clubs, they 

smoke their first peace-pipe, and depart: 

While the Mu"tel' of Life, a~cenJing, 
Throug-h the op,'uiug of clouueurtaill:>, 
'1'lm,u~h the doorways of the heaven, 
Vani,hed from Lef"re their fut'es, 
III till' slIl"kl' that rolled a)'oullu him, 
The pukw;lnlL of the I',:aee pipe! 

It is nO mean triumph of the poet tllU::> to redeem from associa­
tions, not only prosaic, but e\'~n ofi'ensi\'e, a custom which so 
peculial'ily pe;tains to the ll:"ages and the rites of, this co~tinent 
from the remotest tiJl1L's of which its hi",v'rie memorIal::; furDlsh any 
trace; and which \\ (1" no sooner practically introduced to the 
knowledge of the uld world, than that royal pedant, king .}'lmes, 
directed against it his world-famous "Counterblast to Tobacco," 
de,cribing its use as "a l'ustom 10athe,,(lllle to tll~ eye, hateful to 
the nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the lungs, and in the 
black stinking fume thereuf, uearest resembling the horrible stygian 
smoke of the pit that it> bottomlbs !" 

The history of the custom th us di"lIified bv the assaults of . ,... 
royalty, and agaim;t l'crtuin U"Ct> of which the supreme pontiff, 
rrban, \'Ill., fulminated tbe thunders of the church, ha" attracted 
considerable atlelltion in modern til1lt'~ on various grounds. In 
their relations to physiology tltl' use aUlI elfl'ct>; of narcotics (')aim an 
important consideration; and the almost ulli\'ersal diffusion of tobacco 
in modern times, accompanied with its peC'uliar mode of elljoyment, 
so generally adopted by the m()~t di\'erse tribes and nations in eH'ry 
quartcr of the globe, give its bi:-;tory a preeminence in :In.\' such 
inquiry. The quet'ltions as to whether the practice of smoking 
narcoti,:s, or even the use and peculiar properties of tobacco, 
were known to the old \yodd prior til the di,;euYl'l'Y lIf America, bave 
aC'l'ordingly repeatedly exeited disell~,,~ion; though it has not been 
always remembered that the inquiry as to the indi~enoll'; eharacter 
of certain varieties of thl' tobacco plant in the 0111 world, aud e\'en 
as to the use of sHeh a nareotic, involve qUl'stions quite di:-;tinet 
from tbat of the origin of the nT.," peculiar mode of partaking of the 
exhilerating or intoxicating eli:'eds of "uriou:> narcoties by inhaling 
their burning fumes through a pipe. 

Tbe green tobacco, nicotiana r1l!~tica, cultivated in Thibet, western 
China, northern India, and 8yria, is a different species from the 
American plant; and while it is affirmed by some to have been 
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brought from America, antI even the precise date of 1570, is assigned 
for its importation into Britain, high authOl'ities in Botany are still 
found to mailltain the indigenous character of the nicotiana rustica, 
in some parts of the old world, as in northern India. where it is 
stated to grow wild. Du Walde, (1793-,) speaks of tobacco as one of 
the natural productions of Formosa, whence it was largely imported 
by the Chinese; and :::iavary, O:earius, Chardin, and othel' writers, 
are all quoted* to show that the nicotiana Persica, which furniahes 
the famous shiraz tobacco, is not only indigenous to Persia, (au 
opinion favoured by high authorities ill botany,) but that it was used 
for smoking f'l'om very early times. That all the varieties of the 
Nicotialla are not confined to the new world is unquestionable. Of 
some fifty-eight admitted species, the great majority are indeed 
Aml-rican, but a few bdollg to the newer world of Australia, besid€s 
those belie\'ed to be indigenou" to A"ia, It is not surprising there­
fore, that after all the attentiun which this subject has latterly, 
on various accounts, attracted, writers should be found to maintain 
the opinion that the use of tobacco as a narcotic was known and 
practised by the Asiatics, prior to the discovery of A merica. The 
oriental use of tobacco may indeed be carried back to all era old 
enough to satis(y the keenest stickler for the antiquity of the practice, 
if he is not too nice as to hi" Iluthorities. Dl'. Yates in his T,'avels 
in Eg!lpt, dl'scribes a painting which he saw on one of the tombs at 
Thebes, containing the representation of u smoking party. TIut this 
is modern compared with a record said to exist in the works of the 
early fathers, and, at any rate, preserved as an old tradition of the 
Greek Church, w bich ascl'ibes the inebriation of the patriarch Noah 
to the temptation of the Devil by means of tobacco; so that King 
J ames was not, after aI!, without authority for the black stygian 
parentage he assigns to its fumes! Profes:sor J ohnstou-who 
marshalls various authorities on the Asiatic use of tobacco for smok .. 
ing, prior to the discovery of ~\.merica, without venturing- on any very 
definite opinion of his own,-quotes Pallas as arguing in favour oi' 
the antiquity of the practice from its extensive prevalence ill Asia, 
and especially in Chilla. "Amongst the Chinese," saJs this writer, 
"and among the Mongol tribes who had the most intercourse with 
them, the custom of smoking is so general, so frequent, and has 
become so indispensable a luxury; the tobacco-purse affixed to their 
belt so necessary an article of dress; the form of the pipes, from 
which the Dutch seem to have taken the model of theirs, so Ol'iginal ; 
------- --- ----------------------

• A. C. M. Exeter. Notes and Queries. Vol. II. p. 154. 
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and lasth', the preparation of the yellow leaves, which are merely 
rubbed t,~ pieces, and then put into the pipe, so pecul iar, that they 
could not possibly deri"e all thi~ from America by way of Europe, 
e:,;pecinll." as India, where the practice is not so general, intervenes 
between Pel'~ia an(\ China." But the opinions of Dr. 1\1eyen, for­
mC'rh' Professor of Botan,· 111 the Uni\'ersity of Berlin, are worthy 
of ;;ti'l greater weight, l;~'t forth as they are. alike on Archrelogical 
and Bntauil:al grounds. In his " Grulldris8 dn' J'flallzcl1.'1f?ogrupltie," 
or" Outline:,; of the Geography of Plants," recenth' translated for 
the Hny ~ocidy, he obsent's: "It has long been the opinion, that the 
use of tobacco, as wdl as its culture. was peculiar to the people of 
A merica, but this is now proved to be incorrect by our present more 
exaet acquaintance with China and India The consumption of 
tob:1L'C() in the Chinese empil'e is of immense extent, and the prac­
tice seems to be of great antiquity, for on "ery old sculptures I have 
observed thL' very same tobacco pipes which are still used. Besides 
we now 1m .. \\, the plant which furnislws the ChilleO'L' tubacco, it is 
even said to grow ,yild in the East Indies. It is certain that this 
tobacco plant of eastern A~ia is quite ditferent frail I the American 
species. The genus Nicotiana, generally ~peakill~, belongs to the 
,nll"nWr zones, yet a few "pecil'" of it hlll'e a "ery exten~i\'e area, and a 
great power of resi.;till~ thL' inHuence of climate, for they can be grown 
uudel' the equator, aUlI in the temperate zone, even far above .:;5') north 
btitude, where the mean summer heat is equal to l:>sjV eels. 
The ~outhern polar limit for the culture of t<lbacco iO' not exactly 
known, but it l"t'ems to extend to the 40th dc~ree of" latitude, for in 
south AmeriC":l. tobacco is cnltil'ated at l'uneeption, and in X ew Zea­
land enou~h is gl'o\yn for the consumption there."'"' 

'1'0 India, then, DI·. J\Ieyen inclines. with others, to refer the 
nati,'e habitat of an Asiatic tobacco, which he thus affirms to have 
been in u"e by the Chinese as a narcotic, and con~nllled by inhaling 
its smoke through a pipe, altogether independeut of the introduc­
tion of this IlIxUI'Y to Europt> br the discoverers of "\meric'a in the 
fifteenth century. \Vhile the TUI'k still chews the opium in which 
he so freely indulges, the l 'hint'se, and abo the :\lal:m, smoke it . , 
most frequently u:,;ing as a pipe a ham boo, which serv ... s also for a 
walking :-;tick, and requil'es a very slight operation to couvert it into 
au opium pipe. The Chinese opium smoker secul es tIll' utmost effects 
of that powerful nat'cotic by swallowing the smoke; and notwith­
standing this mode of using the narc(ltic derived from the poppy is 

• MCYCll'S Outlines of thc Gcography of Plallt~. Ray SOciety. Page 361. 
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aclmowleJged to be of comparatively recent introduction, when we 
cal] to remembrance that thtt strange people pr.-ceeded Europe in 
wood engraving, printing, the compass, and others of' the most 
important of modern discoveries, there would be no just cause of 
surprise should it be proved that to them also we ll111:>t ascribe such 
mel'it as pertains to the initiative in the u~ps to which tobaeco is ap­
plied. t-iuch evidence. howcver; must not be too hastily accepted; 
for a pl"Ofoundly scientific botani8t, thollgh an altogether trustworthy 
aU'.hority in relation to the habitat of the plant, Illay be vcry little 
qualified to pronounce an opinion on the value of such ChilH'se 
monumental evidence as Dr. Meyan loosely refet's to under the 
designation of ., very old sculptUl'es," 

The Koran has been appealed to, and its modern \'er,~i!)ns even fllr­
nish the ;\merican name. A traditional pl'ophecy of l\lahomeL is also 
quoted by ~ale, which while it contradiets the aS81lllled t'xistence 
of tobucco in his time, foretells that: "in the latter l1a,"8 there 
shall be men bearing the nam(~ of moslem. but not really such, and 
they shall smoke a certain weed which 8hal1 be called tobacco !"* 
If the prophecy did l'ot beat' on the f:we of it such unmistal,eable 
evidence of' being the invention of some moslem ascetic :>f later times, 
it would furni~h no bad proof of Mahomet'li> right to the title of ,. the 
false prophet," for Sale quotes in the same pr~lilllin:H.v lIio-course to 
his edition of the Koran, the Persian pl'Overb "cofree without 
tobacco is meat without salt" An appeal to the gra.phic pictures of 
eastern social habits in the" Arabian :Kights' Eut,'rtainments," fur­
nishes strong evidence ngainst the ancient knowleoge of a custom 
now so universal; and ill so fur IlS snch negatiye evid,'nce may be 
esteemed of uny value, the pag-es of our own Shake:;pcare seem 
equally conclusive, though, as will be seen, the practice had not only 
been introduced into Eugland, but was becomiug fnllliliarily known 
before hit! death, 

The" drinkillg tobacco," as smoking was at first termed, from the 
mode of partaking of its fumes then practiced, finds apt illustration 
in the language of our great dramatist. The poet, in '. 'l'imon," 
speaks of the sycophantish followers of' the noble Athenian" through 
him drinking free air;" in the "Tempest" Ariel, eager in her 
master's service, exclaims: ,. I drink the air befol'e me," an.1 in 
" Antony and Cleopatra," the Egyptian Queen thus wrathfully pic­
tures the indignities of a Roman triumph :-

• Sale's Koran 8vo. Loud. 1812, p. 16-10 
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"Mechanic ::laves 

With greasy aprons, rules, and hammers shall 
Uplift us to the view; in their thick breaths, 
Rank uf gross diet, ~llall we bc cnclouded, 
.A Dd forced to drink 11II'ir 1'(JT'QUr"" 

The references to drinking usage~, moreover, are scattered plenti­
fully through all his dramas, and illten~ified by the most bomely and 
familiar illustratioJls, but without a single reference indicative of 
smokill~ lI~:lg'>S; though yarium; l'a:-!:<agl's occur strikingly suggestive 
of snch allll"ions, had the practiee been a~ familiar as it became 
ill th(),;" "f y"lllI~l'r conteJllPorarie~ who surviyed him. In" ~I uch 
Ado .\bout J\othillg," Borachio tells Don John: "being entertain­
ed for a perfulller, as I wa" :>llloking a llI11,;t;" room, C()m,':'! in the 
Prill"" and t'iauuio hand in hanel, in sad conference." (Act 1. 
Scelle III) -,\gain in "I{omeo and Juliet," RUlUeo thus speaks of 

brawling it)\"(, :-

" 0 allythi Il~, of nothing fh"t, created! 
(I I,eav.'" lightL1<'s,;! ~('ri"lh v,lIlity! 
;lli".,;II:lI"'1I chaos of well :"'l'lllinc: f"I'nB ! 
Feather of lead, bright slIloke, e'JldJil"e, ,ick health ~" 

Allu aorain ill the ;;:lllle st.:elle he exclaim~ :-
,." 

, Love is a smoke made with tile fume of sighs." 

It~ as Malolle iufers from a satil'e of Sir John Da\"is, and other 
earl." notice,;, tobacco was smoked by the wit:; and gallants on the 
Engli~h stage, btfore the close of the ~ixteenth c('ntury, it is difii.cult 
to e'"ade tIlt' C(JlIelus!on that such simile,; may have deriyed theiL' force 
h'Olll th" ("h;[cctJ fume~ which r()~t' yisibly in sight of the audience. 
Thl',;e allusions and similes. ho\\"e,cr, have perhaps more resemblance 
ill \"l~rbal fUI'II1, than in embouied fancy, to the ideas now suggested; 
and may hl, de('med, after all, t'ufficiently indepelldent of the smoker's 
,. cloud" to inroh'e no Ilt'Ces~ary aS~(ll'iation with it, e,en had such 
been familiar tLl the poet; but it seem:; to me sean'ely possible that 
bhake"lll'al'e could ha'"e retailled ulIlllodified the lanO"uacre of Lady 

'" '" illacbdlt. ill tjJl' couelusioll of the fil':;t act of" ~Ltcbl·th,'"-olle of the 
pL'odudi"lI'; of his latel' year::<.- had the fumes of tobacco been so 
a~;;uciatl'J with \\illt~ awl \\"fis:,;ail, as they were withiu a H'l'Y few 
years after thl' date of that wOlldel'fu; drama. EncoUl'aging her 
hU8uaud to ,. "lTl'W his courage to the stickillg place," she sa)s:-

"His tWII chamberlains 
\rill I with wine and wassail W CllUVlUce. 

That IJH'IIJ"ry" th,: wartier of the b"aill, 
~hall be a fllllle, and the rec~ipt uf reason 
A lil/Jueck ouly." 
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It may be, indeed, that the recently acquired knowledge of tobacco 
and its fumes, in Europe, sufficed to pre,"ent the poet introducing 
such an anachronism amid scenes of ancient Scottish story. N ever­
theless, a hypercritical adherence to a"chreological proprieties never 
interfere::! with the graphic touches which give life to every scene of 
the Shakespearean drama; and that the mere anachronism would not 
of itself have deterred Shakespeare from an allusion to tobacco, if its 
unfamiliar novelty did not render it unsuitable for his purpose, may 
be inferred frGll liberties of a like kind which have proved fertile 
text::! to many a verbal critic. 'The soldier'::! I'imile ill the same 
tragedy, (Act 1., Scene II.,) where he compares the royal captains, 
Macbeth and Banquo, to "cannoTis overcharged with double cracks j" 
or Sweno of Norway, disburslllg his ten thousand dollars at Saint 
Colmes Inch; (Act 1., ~cene II r .,) or Menenius, in " Coriolanus," 
(Act V., Scene I.,) with his:-

.. Pair of tl'ibun('s that hllve rack'd for Rome 
To make coals ch£ap j" 

or a hundred similar instances, familiar to the readers of our great 
dramatist, woult! all seem equally inadmissible were they not already 
there. It seems to me, h"we,"er. that the association of' tobacco 
"fumes" with "wine and wa::;sail," a yery few year" later than the 
production of " l\Jacbeth," would hare prevented the use of the for­
mer term, in such an associution in its less popular sellse, as is done 
in that drama. The allusion there is to the rising of fumes of 
vapour, in distillation j but Bacon, who, in Ilis thirty -third essay: 
" Of l'lantations," speaks of the tubacco of Virginia as one of the 
., commodities which the soil where the plantation is, doth naturally 
yield," elsewhere recommends "that it were good to try tlie takillg 
of fumes by pipes, as they do ill tobacco, of other things to dry and 
comfort." Here therefore, We perceive the adoption of' Shakespear's 
term "fumes," for the smoke of tobacco within a very few years 
after the production of "l\Iacbeth," a work assigned by nearly all 
his best editors to the reign of James I. 

It is curious indeed to nott' how nearly we can ~tpproximate to a 
precise date for the literary recognition of the ., Indian weed," whieh 
has been such a fa,"ourite of the student in later times. Warner, who 
wrote his once popular" Albion's England," in 1586, added to it 
three additional books in 1606, in the first of which (Book XIV. 
chap. 91.), a critical imp inveighs against the decline of the manners 
of the good old times; and among other symptoms of' decay, misses 
'he smoke of the old mallor-chimney, which once gave evidence of 
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the hospitable hearth within" But, in lieu of this he notes a more 
pel'plexiug smoke which "proceeds f!'Om nostrils and from throats of 
ladies, lords, and silly grooms," and exclaims astonisht'd:-

"Great Belzahub! can all spit fil'e as well a. thine ~" 

But his fellow Incubus allays his fears by t,·lIing him that this 

.. \\'a- an IIl"ran weed, 

That fumc,d away mOl'e wealth than would a mallY thou-aud~ fet!d." 

Tobacco. thel'efore, was not onl." in use, but already indulged in to 
an extr:l\'ag:llJt l'XCL'"", ill ~hakr:'speare's later year", Though un­
named in his \\'orb, it repeatedly Ol'l'UrS in th",;\.:' of De(,ker, :'IIiddle­
tall, and others of the early minor dramatists; :md ~til1 more 
fal.,ilial'ily in those of Ben .JOIlSOl!, Beaumont alld Fleteher, and others 
of later datt·, III l\liddll'toll'';'' Roarillg Girl," produ"l·.j in loll, 
fin' years before the dt'atll of Sh:ike:,;pl'aer, and peculiarly yaluable 
1'1'0111 the li,"e1y, though sufficiently ettar"e Jlit.:ture it flll'lli"hl's of 
Loudon manners in his day, ,,'e learn that "a pipe of ';111(':11\." \\a:,; to 
be purchased fill' sixpence. In Ben Jonson's •. "\khemist," of the 
Sflme (late, .. Drug-ger, the tnl);)('l,tI man," plays a )l:lrt: and a similar 

chal"ada figul'es am(ln~ the d/'aJl1atis pt'l'sonre of B,·aull1ont and 
Fktd1('I"s .• ~cornful Lady." \lOrt'tI'"'T, the ('al'lil'~t of Illl':",' noticcs 
lint only I'efer~ to the l'o"tiilll'';S of the lllxLlri(lu~ \\('vlL with a pipe of 
"'hich" DI'II~~('l' bl'ibes the Aldlemist: but the :liill~i"ll'" are nole;o.s 
di"tilld t,) the adulteratiolls practi"l,d e,'en at Stl ,arly :t date, and 

which were no doubt hillted at II,\' Jonson in the name 01 hi" tobac­
cOlli"t. '. DodoI''' exdaims Fal'(" the ~cJ'\"irtlr, to ~lIbtle the Al­
ehC'llli,;t, whE'n introducillg .A bel llru~~l'l' to his !;l\"uurable notice, 
{-let. I, Seeue I, ):--

" D"cto, .. do Y"" h!'al' ! 
This i .. my fl"iend Ab(·1. all h,,"t'5t fellow; 

He lets me ha\"c :,.:"od t"I,,,<:co, and he does Il(lt 

:-;"plti-ti",dl' it with ",,"k-ke- or .,i i, 
~"r \\";o;-I,e" it in l\,u-e,I,kl and g"l"i\i"..;, 

~"r III""i,,, it in ":;'a,",'1 u"de!' groulId, 
\\'I':lpp'J up ill ';'l":t'Y ll'atht.'I', "I" I,i,,'d <:louts, 
Rut h(·I''"' it ill till(, lily I'"t", ti,at opeu'd 
:-;111,,11 like c"nsen"(", uf roses, "I' Frellch IJ('an~:' 

It is ob\'iolls Ilel'e that, ('\'en thus eaJ'h', nen Jonson'", allusion~ to 
the fm'ollritf' ., weed" are Ilut tO:t1l unt';t;lIiliar no\'elt1'; thouO"h both 

with \tim, nud in the later work .. of Benulllont and Fieteher it is re­
ft'ITed to innll'iably ns a costly luxury. "Tis' good t()bace~, this !" 
exclaims ~ubtle," what is't all Ollllee r' aud Son-il, the steward, in 
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• , The Scornful Lady" speaks ironically of "wealthy tobacco-mer­
chants, that set up with one ounce, and break for three !" It shares 
indeed, with gambling, drinking, and other vices, in helping on the 
young spendthrifts ot' the drama to speedy ruin. In" .Barthplumew 
Fair," (Act II., Scene VI,) the puritan Justice, Overdo, warns 
against" lusting after that tawny weed tobacco, whose complexion is 
like the Indian's that vents it:" a1ld after' berating it in terms 
scarcely quotable, he reclwns the novice's outlay at •• thirty pounds 
a week in bottle-ale. forty in tobacco !" So, too, in Beaumont and 
Fletcher's" Wit without Money," Valentine" a gallant that wilJ not 
be persuaded to keep his estate," picturing to his faithless rival .. in 
bis loye suit. the beggary that awaits them, sums up a list of the 
slights ot' fortune with: " Engli:>h tubaeco, with halt~pipes. nor in 
half a year once burnt." More quaint is the allusion with which 
]~objn Goodfellow, in "the Shepht·rd's Dream." (lfil2.) fixes the 
introduction of the novel luxury, w bert· reluctantly admitting the 
benefits of the Reformation, he bewails the exit at' popery and the 
introduction of tobacco as concurreut events! 

From this date the allusions to the use and abuse of the Indian 
weed abouud, alld leave no room to que::ltion the wide diffusioll of the 
practice of smoking in the !wyenteenth century. Burtoll, in his 
•. Anatomy of Melancholy," (L62l),. prescribes tobacco as "a 
sovereign remedy to all diseases. but one commonly abused by most 
men;" while in ZachRl'ie Boyd's" Last Battell of the Soule in Death," . 
printed at Ellinburgh in 1629, the quaint old divine speaks of the 
backslider as one with whom "the wyne pint and tobacca pype 
with sneesing pouder, provoking sneuele, were his heartes delight !" 

The term employed by Zaeharie Boyd for snuff, is still in the 
abreyiated form of "81teeshin," the popular Scottish llame lor this 
preparution of tobacco. There are not wauting, however, abundant 
proofs of the ancient use of aromatic powders as snuft~ lon~ before 
the introduction of tobacco to Europe. One familiar passllge from 
Shakespeare will occur to all; wh~re Hotspur de~cl'ibing the fop­
ling lord "perfumed like a milliner," adds:-

"And 'twixt his finger nnu his thumb he held 
A pounc('t-box, which ever and anon 
He gave his nose. and took't away again; 
Who, therewith angry, when it next came there 
Took it in snuff." 

The illustration which this passnge affords of the ancil~nt use of 
pungent and aromatic powders in one manner in which tobacco has 
been so extensively employed since its introduction into Europe, 
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adds greatly to the force of the argument against any older employ­
ment of narcotics in the way of inhaling their fumes, based on the 
absence of earlier notices of so remarkable a custom. The use in­
deed of "farious narcotics, such as opium, bang: the leaf of the hemp 
plant, and the betel-nut, the fruit of the Areca palm, by the south­
eastE'rn A"iatics appears to be traceable to It remote antiquity. N orth­
ern Europe has, in like manner, had its led urn and hop, and in Sibel ia, 
its arnan ita 1Iluscaria, or narcotic fungus. But the e\'idence fails us 
which should prOle that in the case of the pipe, as in that of the 
pouncet-box, the tobacco only came as a sub~titute for older aroma­
tics, or nareotics similarily emplo)'f'd. Nor when the eridel1ce is 
loolu.'d into more carefully, are such direct proof:; wanting, llS ;:uggest 
a comparatively recent origin, in so far as both Europe and A~ia are 
concerned, to the peculiar mode of enjoying such narcotics by in­
haling their fumes through a pipe attached to the bowl in which they 
are subjected to a :-l!)\\' process of combustion. 

When engaged, some years since, in tlte preparation of a work on 
Scotti8h Arc-li:l.'lI\o!.!;,\', my attention was directed, among various minor 
antiquities of the British Island", to a curious class of relics popularly 
known in S.::otland by the name of Oeltic or Eljin pipes, in tile north 
of England as Fail'Y pipes, and in Ireland where they are more abull­
dant, a~ Danes' pipes. These are formed of white clay, with some re­
semblance to the form of the modern day pipe, I.ut lariousl.,' orna­
mented, and invariably of a very small size compared with any 
tobacco-pipe in modern u~e. Silllilar relics have since been obser\ ed 
in England, found under circumstances calculated, like those attend­
ing the discovery of some of the ::::cottish examples tel suggest an 
antiquity for them long anterior to the illtroduction of .\ merica's 
favourite narcotic, with what King James, on finding its taxability, 
learned to designate its .. precious stink!' The most remarkable 
of such discoveries are those in which pipes of this primiti,e form 
have been found on Roman sites along side of genuine Ruman remains. 
Such was the case, on the expoSl!l"c, in l~.):!, of part of the ancient 
Roman ,,,all of London, at the Tower po~tern ; and, along with mason~ 
ry and. tik~, ~f undoubted Roman workmanship, a mutilated sepul­
chr~l lIlscnptlOl1 was found po~~essed of peculiar interest from sup­
plylllg the only example, so far as I am aware, in Britain, of a Chris­
tian date of the second century :_ 

I 

PO ~\XXO + C LXX* 
In the summer of 1853, OUlf a few months after this London dis-

• M.S. Letter J. W. Archer, Esq., London, April, 18SS. 
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covery of "Fairy Pipes" along with Anglo-Roman remains of the 
second century, similar discoveries were made on the site of the Roman 
Town of Bremenium, nnd at one of tbe Forts on the wall of Hadrian, 
in Northumberland. The learned author of "The Roman Wall," 
thus refers to tbe di!.'cove,·y in the second edition of that work. '* 
" Shall we enumerate smoking pipes, such as those sbewn in the 
cut, [which precisely correspond to many similar examples of the 
smallest size of the so called Fairy or Daneli' Pipes,] among the 
articles belonging to the Roman period r Some of them indeed, have 
a medieval aspect; but the fact of their being frequently found in 
Roman stations, along witb the pottery and other remaills, undoubt­
edly Roman, ought not to be overlooked." After '3ome further re­
marks in detail. Ur. Bruce proceeds to quote the following passage 
from the " Prehistoric Annals of Scotland :"-

.. Another class of relics funnd in cODsiderable Dnmbers in Korth Berwick, as 
well as ill various other distt'iets, are small tobacco-pipes, popul:u'ly known in 
Scotland by the names of Celtic or Elfin pipes, and in heland, where they arc evcn 
more abulldant, as Dane8' pile8. Tu what period these curious relics belung I am 
at a loss to determine. The popular names attached to them, manifestly poillt to 
an era long pl'ior to that of Sir Walter Raleigh and the maiden queen,ol' of the 
royal author of 'A Couutel'blast to Touacco,' and the Objects along with which 
they have been discovcred, would ulso seem occasiulially to lead to ~imilar con­
clusioDs, in which case we shall be forced. to assume that the American weed was 
only int roduced as a superior substitute fUI' older lIarcotics. Hemp may, ill all 
probability, have formed one of these; it is still largely used in the east f(lr 
this purpose." 

When preparing tbe notices of miscellaneous minor Scottish 
antiquities, flom which the above passage is abstracted, my attention 
had been directed, for tbe first time, to these relics of the old smokers' 
nicotian indulgences. The discovery of miniature pipes, under pecu­
liar circnmstances, had been noted in the Statistical Accounts and else­
where, from time to time; but so far as I am aware, they bad not 
been subjected to special notice or investigation by any previous 
Scottish antiquary; and finding evidence, then quotedt-of the dis­
covery of the miniature Elfin Pipe, in "British encampments ;" in 
the vicinity of a primitive monolithic monument, with flint al'rOw 
heads, stone celts, &c.: in an ancient cemetery, alongside of medieval 
pottery, at North Berwick; and at consitiel'able depths in various 
localities; as for example, six feet in a moss between Scalloway and 

• The Roman Wall, lin historical and topogrnphical description of the Barrier of the 
Lower Isthmus; extending from the Tyne to the Solway; by the Rev. J. C. Bf\~ce, M • .&. 
Second Edition, 185:3, p. 441. 

t Archroology and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, 1851, p. 680. 
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Lerwick, in the Orkneys; I remarked in referex:ee to such notices 
that some of them were certainly suggestive of the little Elfin pipes 
belol]ainO' to a remote era. ". hen, however, my esteemed friend Or. 
Eruc:' q~oted me in seeming confirmation of, at least the possibility 
that the old Homan Legionary of Hadt·ian or Severns occasionally 
solaced him:self witlt It pipe, as he kept watch and ward on the 
ancient barrier ,yhich in tl1(' first centuries of OUI' era marked the 
outer nr"(' of the Homan world, he took fl'Om the page just as much 
as Rufficl'llto give a delicate flavor of possibility to the fancy, so pleasant 
to the lIIillll of a g(>lllIilll' dt'mt\'e of the luxuriou8 weed, that the 

tobacco· pi pI' i~ a e1a""ie iU:ltitutioll! 
J doubt )lOt but the leal'lled Ruman \ntiquar.v of Pons _Elia, in his 

zeal to pl'()\'id(~ till' 'rulIgri:1!I Lf'gion:lries of old Horcuvicu:;, or the 
:-I pall i,;fl \'arduli of Dremelliulll, with the con:;olatiolls of a r-ipe, to 
berruile th, ir dreary outloo), from that bleak X orthumbriau outpost 

o ' 
of IlIIperial civilzatiuII, most hOlle;;tly and unwittillgly o\'erlollked 
whatever failed to :square with the mallifest fitness of so pleasant a 
eoncl'it; nor Ji,! it ever oceul' til lIIe ttl thiuk of putting the uld 
TUII.~ri;Ill~' pipe Ullt. by eontiJluing the (juotation, uutil nuw when, 
in tht~ tardy :lC(,(',,'; to Briti:;h periodical,;, 1 filld ll1yseif quoted as an 
authority for' the alltiquity vI' the tuuacco-pipe,-Ilot ouly by those 
who, fa\oUl'illg :,;il('1t au opiuivn, are willing to count even the ruo:;t 
lukewarm adherellt 011 their "ide, but by others who treat me as OliVe" 
ProudtiJot, thc bonnet maker, did hi" wooden soldan, which he set up 
merely for the pleasure of knocl,illg it dowll; 01' as the gallant 
Bailie and bonnd maker of Saint J ohllstonne ~:t.'"s: ")IarI'Y, and 
sometimt''' I will place you a bonllet (Ill old olle most likely,) on" 
my soldan's heal\. and cle;l\'e it with such a duwlll'ight blow, that 
in troth, the inlidel has but little of his skull remailling to hit at !" 
}i'ar be it from me to interfl're with the practice of those who, like 
the valiant bonnet maker, wish to make them-elves familiar \'"ith the 
Use of their ,napon 011 such e:1SY terms, eyell though, perforce, made 
the wood'-Il soldan on which it is applied: but I must confess to a 
decided objection to being held responsible for opinions quoted only 
for the purpose of refutation, when as it would seem, these are read 
through such a refracting mediulll as the UOlllan spectacles of 
an antiquary, who may be assumed without any disparagement to 
be a little lcall-e,l/ed, 

Quotations at second hand are never wry trustworthy, and it seems 
difficult to credit with more direct knowledge thun such as may be 
derived from the partial quotation in the "Roman ,r all," such 





·----1 
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FIG. 1. Stone Pil"'. )!orninl!siue. 

FIG. 2. Clay Pipe. North Berwick. 

ANTIQUE SCOTTISH TOBACCO PIPES. 
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writers as one in the Archreological JournaZ,* who, after referring to 
Mr. Crofton Croker's signal refutation of "this absurd notion," 
couples me 'with Dr. Bruce as " inclined to assign such pipes to an age 
long prior to that of Elizabeth and Sir Walter Raleigh." It might 
be unreasonable to blame a contributor of editorial notes to the 
Archccologieal Journal for oVf'rlooking a paragraph in the Proceedings 
of the Scottish Antiquaries, of date a year earlier than hid note,t 
which records that" Dr. Wilson communicated a notice of the dis­
covery of various of the small tobacco-pipes popularly termed' Celtic' 
or ' Elfin pipes,' in digging the foundation of a new school house at 
Bonnington, in the immediate vicinity of Edinburgh. Along with 
these were found a quantity of bodies or placks of James Vr., which 
he exhibited with the pipes, and at the same time expressed his belief 
that they probably supplied a very trustworthy clue to the date of 
this somewhat curious class of minor antiquities." This more 
matured opinion of 1853 layout of the way, and might not be 
noticed by the ArcLreological Journalist, as it would assuredly have 
been overlooked by the zealous Romau, quite as much as the follow­
ing continuation of the original quobtion 80 aptly abridged to the 
proportions of his classic tunic. But any "Titer "ho looked in its 
own pages, for the. opinions set forth on this subject, in the" Pre­
historic Annals of Scotland," would have found that the abbreviated 
quotations in the" Roman Wall" and else"'here, only give one side 
of the statement, and that, after referring to an article in the Dublin 
Penny Magazine, the inquiry is thus summed up ;-

"The conclusion arrived at by the writer in th!>t magazine i:" that these Danes' 
pipes are neither more nor less than tobacco pipes, the smallest of them pertaining 
to the earliest years of Queen Elizabeth's reign, when the rarity and value of 
tobacco rendered the most diminutive howl sufficiently ample for the eujoyment 
of so costly a luxury. From this he traces them down to the reign of ChIdes II. 
by the increasing dimensions of the bowl. It is not improbable that these conclu-
8ions may b~ C<Jrrect, notwithstanding the apparent mdications of a much earlier 
ori!lin, u:l~ich circumstances attenda}~t on tlui r occasional discover!J have seemed to 
~u9ge8t. 

The following description of a curious Scottish memorial of the luxury would, 
however, seem at least to prove that we must trace the introduction of tobacco 
into this country to a date much nearer the disco,eryof the new world by Colum­
bus than the era of Raltdgb's colonization of Virginia. The grim old keep of 
Cawdor Castle, aesociated in defiance of chronology with King Duncan and Macbeth. 
is augmented like the majority of such Scottish fortalices, by additions of the 
sixteenth century. In one of the apartments of this latter erection, is a stone 

• .Archreological Journal, Vol. XI, p. 182. 
t Proceedings S. A.. Scot. Vol. I. p. 182. 

B 



18 NARCOTIC USAGES AND SUPERSTITIONS 

chimney, richly curvell with armorial uC'arings an(1 the gl"otesque devices common 

on works of the period. Amollg these are a mermaid pluying the hurp, a mon­

key blowing a hOl"n, a cat playing a fiddle, and a ,fox "II/of,illf! i.l ("/)01'('0 p;pe. 
There cun be no mistake as (0 ti,l' meaning "I' the last li\'ely rc'p!('oentatiun, and 

on the sume slone is the date 15111, the yeal' in which the wing of the castle is 

a-l'l'! t:liUl'd to have been uuilt,'·* und in which it may be addul, Jamaica was 

settI (',1 uy the S paniarJs. 

}laving thus en'n at the n'ry first,-while" at a loss to determine 
to what period the CUI"iou;; l'(·lics called Daile's or Elfin pipes belong­
ed," and l·(,n8equelltly avoiding a dogmatic U:OSL'l'tiUIl on a subject 
,- left for further ill\'e~ti~at ion," -furnished a tulnabl." ~ignificant 

ill,!iL'ltiull of my inclination to a,;sign to such nicuti:lll relics a pu~t­
Culumbian introduction to Britain; and having, mureu\'er, at a later 
p(:riod given unequivocal expl'L'~sil)n of a coufirmed opinion of 
their mu:1eru origill: I \\'a~ sumewhat surpri::'L-d tu find lI1.n;elf, not 
very long since, figurin~ aloJl~-idc of a singularly creditable array of 
chiyalrolls arckcologi~t:-;, all Iwi;.;Lts uf the ullL'iunt tubacco pipe, and 
ready to o:hi\,(~l" a IUllce \\ith allY puny modern hen'tic who \'t~lltul"ed 
to quc~tion that J ulius C~l·"ar ;"lIlOked his lll\'rchaulll at the pa~~age 
of tite Rhille, or that Herodutus partook of a ~cytllian peace· pipe 
when gathering the maieriab fur the birth of lli:itllry! Here is the 
array oi' learued authuritie~, clipped out of a ren:ut En;,;lish l",'I'iodical, 
prodw:L'u as it will be :;cell, tv answer in tlw affirmative, that tlte 
ai/Cicilts did .wlOkc: SL'ythian and U"man, (\·It, Frank, and ~ orman! 

DID 'fIT!.: .\]>;(·IE~T6 SMOKd-Tbe IjUcstioll as to whet!J~r Hnoking W:t3 known 

t,-, the ancieuts has just been started in l~C!man,) 1,), the l,ublic·"tionl'f a dra\\'ing 

C,)!""incd in the ii"'/Icil des Auti'lllife" ;';"isses of Baron de Honstdten, w!lich re­
P!" -"!.t- two "L.il'et~ in clay, whirh the authur <,xl'! ~,'-Iy ul'clares to ue :'!IIoking 
pir~'· TIll' authors of the " History (If the l':lllton of the Ci! i'O!lS" had alr{.ady 

spoken of these object,;, but ciassitieJ them amo"g the instrument, lU:lde use of by 

the "Jothsayer,. The A uhe l'ucilet, in LI:; work on ~lll,; ('l'I'UUl'all X o rill <lllUy. men­

tio!,:; havillg' fuund ,.il!,ilar <lrtiL'].~ ei~her "h .. I.· ,'I' I!I f, a;;Ulc'!lt" iu the l\"man 

m'(']'op"iis Ileal' Dippp<', \\ hie!' he at fhst con,idc·l'c·d a, b<'I"llging to the S~\ t'lltecnth 

century, (II' perhaps to the time ,,1' Henri III. and Henri IV. TIll' Ahl,'" however, 

aft"1 \,e"!,,],, eh::ll1geJ his opillion on realting the work of Dr. C"lI!1lg'wolld Druce, 

entitled .- Tbe Humau \\'ail," in whil·h tbe uutitur ask" the que,tiuu w"ethn the 

pi ['(" discovered at l'ieree Briug"·' in X orthlIlll berland. and ill LondoI', at 1.·a~l'S 
wl,.., e l~lImun 8tuti(ln~ were knowll to have .. xi-h·d, I,.·longed to tbe Homaus I Dr. 

'WilslIll, in his Arc],;'·l>lo(.!y of S"<ltlanu, "tates that t"bac'cll "as ollly introduced as 

a Hlpel ior kind of Ila!'l'utic, and that hemp W11S alrlc'ndy kno\\ n to' the ancient" as 

a Eedative. The pip,·~ found in ~cotlnlld l,y Dr. "'ih"ll might have > .. Iyed for 
using this laUer suL-tance. !It 'Yu:t"ilter. in his ,. Celtic )lul1ument,; of H"nuver" 

says that clay pipes from 6 to 8 inchc'S in lell~lh had ueen fuuud in tomb~ ~t 

• Al'l'lncology and Prehi,toric Annals of Sc"t1alHl. p. ,;Sl. The Caw.!ur sculptUre and date 
are described on the authority of JIll'. Caruthers. a very trustworthy observer. 
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Osnabruck, which proved that the ancients sm'Jked. M. Kefersteiu, in his" Celtic 
Antiquities," boldly declares that the Celts smoked. Klemm, in his" History of 
Christian Europe," states that the smoking of intoxicating plants was known to 
the Scythians and Africans long before the introduction of tobacco into Europe. 
Herodotus, in speaking of the !:5cythians, do~s not go quite so far, but mentions 
that the people spread hemp seed on red-hot stones anu inhaled the vapour sent 
forth. It is therefore thought by Baroll de Bonstetten that the pipes of which he 
gives thc drawing were used before the introductiolJ of tobacco into Europe.-x-

This is by no means the first time that classic authoritit.>s have 
been quoted in proof of the antiquity of smoking. In the Anthologia 
Hibernica,t for example, a learned treatise aims to prove, on tho autho­
rityof Herdotus (lib. 1. Sec. 3G,) Stl'abo, (lib. vii. 296), Pomponius 
l\Iela(2.) and Solin us (c. 15,) that the northern nations of Europe were 
acquainted with tobacco, 01' an herb of similar properties, long before 
the discovery of America, and that they smoked it through small 
tubes. Pliny has also been produced to show that Coltsfoot 
(tussilu!l0 farfara, a mucilagenous and bitter herbaceous plant, the 
leaves of which were onct.> in great favor for their supposed medicinal 
qualities,) fumished a substitute for the Ameriean plant which 
superseded this and other fancied supplies of the ancients' pipes. 
Speaking of that plant as a remedy for a cough, (Nat. Hist. xxvi. 16.) 
Pliny says :-" Hujus aridre rum radice fumus per arundillem, haus­
tus et devoratu8, veterem san are dicitur tussim ; sed in singulos 
haustus passum gustandum est." This, however, is nothing more 
than a proof of the autiq uity of a process of applying the 
fumes or steam of certain plants, for medieinal purposes, which is 
recommended in a treatise on ., the Vertues of Colefout" in the 
Historie of Plantes, by Hembert Dodoens. translated and published 
in England in 157t!. "The parfume of the dryed leaves" says he, 
" layde upon ql1icke coles, taken into the m'Juth through the pipe of 
a funnell, or tunnell, he'peth suche as are troubled with the short­
ness of winde, and fetche their breath thicke or often." So far, how-

"Quoted in the North British lA/iiy JIuii, July 24th, 1856, but without naming the 
original source. It was copied into the Illustrated Times, of July 26th, and by other 
periouicals, bllt there a\.;o without reference to the original authority. In this case I 
cannot doubt that the writer who thus.1oosely quotes, or misquotes, the "Archreology of 
Scotland" does it at second\h~nd, from Dr. Bruce. 

t Vol. I., p. 352 quoted in Notes and Que)';es, X.48. The subject has been handled in all 
lights, and o.:ach view of the questions it involves has found its defenders in this useful 
periodical,-doubly useful to those who are cut oll' from the great public libraries. In N. 
and Q., vol. II., p. 154, much curious information is concisely given relative to the assu:ned 
use of tobacco, ancienti.y, and in the East. Ibid p. 150_ Its Eastern antiquity finds a contra­
diction on the authority of Lane, and still more of Dr. Meyer of Konigsberg, who dis­
cover,·d in the works of an old Hindostanee physician, a passage in which tobacco is distinctly 
stated to have been introduced into India., by the Fra.nk nations, in the year 160\1. 
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ever, is this ancient process from indicating a mode of inhaling herbs, 
in any sense eqnivalent to the Americanlnxnry by which it may be snp­
posed tl) have been superseded, that it is by no means banished, even 
no"" from the practise of ancient female herbalists and domestic 
med;ciners, ,,-hom I haye known reccmmend the inhalation of the 
fumes or ,;tC:llll of various plants, not by means of a tobacco pipe, 
but through the spout of a teapot! 

There is no question, however, that many plants have been em­
ployed as substitutes for tobacco, since the introduction of the prac­
tice of smoking. The slight astringency and diuretic qualities of 
pol!!! ,'ic11l! ill and other Bryacecc, led to their use former! y in medicines, 
and the pr:lctice was once common, as 1 have been assured, in Annan­
dale, and other border districts of Scotland, and ii:! not even now 
wholly obsolete, of smoking the dried sphagnum latifoZiltm, or the 
oldll"i/illi'lIll and othl'rs of the mosses which abound in the marshy 
bog~, So abo the lIIillejoli1lJn or yarrow, onc of the various species 
of the genus A chillea, and several of the herbs which from their 
shape and the velvet surface of the leaves, are popularly known by the 
name of mouse ear, ha\'e long supplied to the English rustic an 
economic substitute for tobacco; just as the sloe, hawthorn, :-;age, and 
other leaves have furni8hed a native apology for the tea plant. But 
the" time immemorial" to which such practice extends probably fulls 
far short of well ascertained dates when tobacco and the tobacco pipe 
were both recognized as gifts of the new world to the old. But 
it is curious to note, that one of the most anciently accredited 
substitutes for tobacco: the coltsfoot, appears to have been employed 
to adulterate it almost as soon as it came into use in England. Dame 
Ursla, in Ben Jon8on'" .' Bartholomew Fair," (1614,) thus addresses 
her Jull tap:;ter :-" I can but hold life and soul together with this, and 
a whiff of tobacco at most, where's my pipe now? not filled, 
thou errant incubee! Look too't sirrah, you were 
best; threepence a pipe full, I will ha' made, of all my ,,"hole half­
pound of tobacco, and a qnarter of a-pound of coltsfoot mix't with 
it, too, to itch [eke] it out. I that haye dealt so long in the fire 
will not be to seek in smoke now." 

The libraries of Canada furnish very slender means for dallying with 
the gibliography of the nicotian art. But some of the references 
made ~bove .may be thought to bear on the subject, and the very 
terms 111 whlCh the royal author of the c, Counterblaste" assails it as 
a novelty of such recent origin" as this present age can very well 
remember both the first author and forms of its introduction," seem 
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sufficiently clear evidence that smoking was unknown to Europe 
before the discovery of this continent. Spain doubtless first en­
joyed the novel luxury ; probably-at the latest,-not long after the 
commencement of the sixteenth century. The year 1560 is a8signed 
for its introduction into France. and most commonly that of 15::>6,­
in which Admiral Drake's fleet returned from the attack on the west 
Indian Islands-for its reaching England. But though in all pro­
bability only beginning at these dates to attract special attention, 
the custom of smoking tobacco can scarcely be supposed to have re­
mained unknown to the Spaniards before the close of the fifteenth 
century, or to have failed to huve come under the notice both of French 
and Englishmen at an early period thereafter. When at length fairly 
introduced into England, it met with a ready welcome. So early as 
1615, we find the popular pOt't, Joshua Sylvester fo)]o" ing in the 
wake of the royal counterblast, with his ;-" tobacco battered. and 
the pipes shattered about their ear" that idly idolize so base und 
barbarous a weed. or at leastwise overlove 80 loathsome a vuuity, 
by a volley of holy shot thundered from Mount Helicon,"-tolerable 
proof of the growing favour for the ., weed." The plant itself was 
speedily brought over and cultivated in various districts, till prohibited 
by an act of Parliament; and Pepys, in his Diary,-referring to 
Winchcornbe, in Glouce~tershire, where tobacco is affirmeu to have 
been first raised in England,-under the date, September 19lh, lu67, 
mentions the information communicated to him by his cozen, Kate 
Joyce; "now the life-guarJ, which we thought a little while sil'l.ce 
was sent down into the country about some insurrectiun, \Yas sent 
to "\Vinchcombe, to spoil the tobacco there, which it seems the people 
there do plant contrary to law, and have always done, and still been 
under force and danger of having it spoiled, as it hath been oftentimes, 
and yet they will continue to plant it."* 

Another entry of the same indefatigable diarist, furnishe~ evidence 
not only of the early faith in the anti-contagious virtues of tobacco, 
but also of the no less early mode of using it in England according 
to a fashion which is now more frequently regarded as a special preroga­
tive of young America. On the 7th of June, 1665, Pepys notes that 
the first sight of the plague-cruss, with its accompanying solemn 
formula of praypr, moved him, not to a devotional ejaculation, as 
might perhaps seem most fitting. but only to chew tobacco! " The 
hottest day," he writes, "that ever I felt in my life. This day, much 
against my will, I did in Drury Lane, see two or three houses marked 

• Pepys' Diary, 4th Edition. Vol. ilL, p. 252. 
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with a red cross upon the doors, and 'Lord have mercy upon us!' 
writ there; which was a sad sight to me, being the fin;t of the kind 
that, to my remembrance I ever saw. Jt put r:1e iu 1m ill conception. 
of' myself and my smell, so that I was forced to buy some roll­
toba~co to smell to and chaw, which took away the apprehension."· 

The costly nature of the luxury has heen assumed as furnishing 
ample explanation alike of the minute siEe of the original tobacco 
pipe,-which in all probability Hccured for it in later tiJlle~ it~ de~igua­
tio11 of "Elfin" or "Fairy Pil'e."-and of the early ~ubstItutlOn of 
nati\'e pungent and fragrant herbs for the high pricerl foreign weed. 
The circumstances, however, which render the rarer Ellgli~h liTerature 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries illaccessible llPre, have 
furnished resources of another kind which may perhaps be thought 
to account fOt' this on other, aud no less probable gTl1unus. During 
a vi~it to part of the Minne80tu Territory,at the head ofLaJ,e Superior, 
in U:5;;, it was my good fortulle to full in with a party of the Sault­
aux Indians,-as the Cilippe\ray:< of the far wc:-:t ar(~ mo:-t frpyuently 
designated,-and to see theill engage in their nati re o:lJ ,(;1'::', in f00t­
Tane''', aud other sports, and among the re~t: in the luxUl~\- of the 
pipe. It is ~warcel.\· necessary to remark that the Inniun carries his 
pipE'-"tl'1l1 in his haud, along \yith his bow, tomahawk, or other weapon, 
while the pipe ibelf is kept in the tobacco pouch, generally formed 
of the skin of some small animal, dres8ed with tl:e fur, and hung at 
his bE'lt. But what struck me as most Dotict:able W;l"; that the 
Indi:ltls in smokilg. did not exhale the smoke from the mouth, but 
from the nostrils; and this, ~lr. Paul Kane as"ures me is thl' universal 
custom of the Indians of the north west, among whom he ha:,; travell­
ed from the Hed RiYer settlement to the shores of the PaeiHc. By 
this means the narcotic effects of the tobaceo ure greatly increa8ed, 
in so much so that a single pipe of stronO' tobacco sIuoked by an 

~ . 
Indian in this manner, will frequently prodllce complete giddiness 
and intoxication. The Indians accordingly make use of various 
herbs to mix with nnd dilute the tobacco, such as the leaf of the 
cranberry, and the inner bark of the red willow, to both of which 
the Indian \Yard ldnikinik i~ generall,Y aJ'pliell, nnd the lean's of' the 
wintE'I'berry, which receives the name of pah!l('::egun.t The cranberry 

• Pepy's Diary, 4th Euition. Yol. II., p. 2·12. 

t I am inrormo~ hy the .Rev. Dr.O'~[eara. the translator of the Bible in the Chippeway 
tonI""', that t.lle hteral ~'f'mficanco of killikiuik is t. he mixps," kinikangun is" It mixture," 
a~d the woru" ar~ appiu'rl uy the Indians not to the uilucnt alone, but to the tohacro and 
dlilll'lIts when IUlxeu and prepared for us('. So also pahoe=cgtm is "anything mixed," and 
may be I'cnul'red: something to mix with tobacro. 
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and winterbrrry leaves are prepared by passing them through the 
top of the flame, or more leisurely drying them over the fire, without 
allowing them to burn. Among the Creeks, the Chocktaws, and 
other Indians in the south, the leaves of the sumach, prepared i.n a 
similar manner, answer the like purpose. The leaf (If the wintet­
berry. or tea berry. (colth('l'irl 71roclllll/,('ns,) ha-; a plca-;ant aroma, 
which may have had some influence on its selecti.on. The Indians 
of the north west ascribe to. it the further properly of gil'ing thl'm 
wind, and enablillg them to hold out longer in r11lllling; but the 
main obj,'ct of all ~uch [1(hlition,; appenr,-; to b,: to dilute tl:e t00:1cco,:md 
thereby admit of its prolonged enjoyment. Having both chewed and 
i'moked the winterberry leaf prep[1r~d by tIle ItlIli:lIl~, I am able to 
speak positi\'ely as to thc Ub",'llL'e of al1~" nar00tic qualitic:s, and I 
presume that with it and all the other nflclitions to the tobaccc, the 
main object is to pl'ovide a flilHent. so as to mud,>rate thl' effects. :lIld 
prolong the cnjo,rmcllt of the luxury. The same lIlode i::; employed 
with al·dent spirits. 1I1r. Kane remarks of the Chinook Indians: 
it is a matter of astoni"hment holV \"vr:" 8m !II :1 quantity of whitSky 
suffices to int.oxicate them, althollgh they always dilute it largely in 
order to prolong the pleasure they deril'e from drinking. 

The custom of increasing the action of the tobacco fumes on the 
nervous liystem, h." expelling them tlll'Ough tlw llo.,trils, though llOW 
chiefly confined to the Indians of thi~ continent, appears to 11:lve been 
universally pr:1etised whell the smoking of tobacco waH introduced 
into the old world. It ha~ been perpetuated in Europe by tllOtSe \\'ho 
had the earliest opportunities of acquiring the native cu,;tOl1l. The 
Spaniard still expels the smoke through his nostrils, though using a 
light tobacco. and in such moderation as to render the influence of the 
narcotic sufficiently innocuous. The Greek sailors in the Levan t yery 
frequently retain the same prnctice, :1nd with less moderation in its use. 
Melville abo de,,:cribes the Sandwich Islander!:!, among whom tubacco 
is of such recent introductioll, as huving adopted the Indian cll"iom, 
whether from imitation- or by a natural savage instin('t towar(]::; eXCl'StS ; 
and evidence is not wanting to prove that such \nlS the original practice 
of the English smoker. Paul Hentznt'r, in his" J oUl'lley into Eng­
lanil." in 159H.* among other novelties describes witn(':,;:,;ill~ at the 
playhouse, the practice, as then newly borrowed from the Indians of 
Virginia. "Here," he says," and e\,t'rywhere else, the Engli"h are 

• :Malone quotes from epir.:l'ams alai "at ire,; of til .. 'amc 'iall',-"i~htt'l'1l yl'~r, f'l'lo,'" the 
death of Shak"spear,-to prove tllat play~ol"", even at so early a date, were attl'urlcrl by 
pagl'S, with pipes and tobacco, which thry smoked on the btage, where the wits were then 
wont to sit. Vide K"les and Queries, vol. X., p. 49, 
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constantly smoking of tobacco, and in this manner: they have pipes 

on pUl'pose made of clay, into tIlL' furtber end of which they put tbe 

hl'lh, ~t1 dry that it may Ill' rubbed into powder, and putting fire to 

it, the.,- dr:l\\' the i:nllokc into their mouth», whicb they puff out again 

thrill 1.<.:1 I thl'ir llostrils, like funnels, along with it plenty of pblegm, 

and defluxion of the head." 

To this it i,;, that .J u,.;til'c (hl'nl(lil I'ere!'s in Ben Jonson's ., Bar­

thoIOlIIL'1Y Fail'," (,\ct II, Sl'l'IlC YI.) ":\'ay. tbe hole in the 

nn:,;p hel',,, of sume tt,bacco-tuhT:';, or the third llIl::;tril, if I may so 

call it, whicb makes that they can wnt tbe tobacco out, like the ace 

of ,·lllb", tll' ratl,,'1' the fll>"','r-dl!-lin', i" t·au~L·tl from the tobacco, tbe 

mem tobaccu~" and so abo, iu a pas":lge already referred to, iu 

,\rarnl'r'::;" Alhion'" EII.~hl!(L" the" Indian 'Yr:ed fumes away from 

n,),.;triL and from thro:tb" of ladies, :13 well a" lUl'Ch and grooms. 

Th(· minnte size of the I11 tl..;t ancient of the British tobacco pipes 

"hieh has },-,l to their de,.;iCillalillll a::; those of the EIres or }'airies, 

may tlll'l'efore be much Ilwre eel'taiuly a~L'l'illL'J to the mode of using 

the tlll':ll",,,, which rendered the '·IIlltt'llt,.; of the smallest of them a 

sul1il'il'nt (1'1~(" than to 1lI1.\' l'l'ol1omic habits in those \rho indulged in 

tLe nOYelluxllrY. In thitl opinion I :l1n further confirmed by ubsl!rY­

ing the "::l1l1e miniature ch:1l'aderi:stil!cI mark yarious ::;pecimens of 

antillI1,' nativ" pipes of a peculiar el:l:::" tt) which I huye already rderred 

a..; foltnd in Canada, and which appear to be "uch a", in all probability 

"t']" in use, aIld furni"hed the models of' the ]~ll!;bh L'lay pipes of 

the ~ixteellth C'E'lltury. But if the date thu;; a,,~igned fur thE earliest 

]~]I.~li,.:h day pipes be the true one, it has nn impurtant bt>aring on a 

muc-h wiuer q\l,,~tinl1 ; aUlI a::: a te:--t .,f the yalue to be attached to 

popular trauitioDs, lllay ~ll~gl,,,t till' l'l'Yi~iLln (If more tban one 

arch:l'ol,)~i('al theory ba,;('u lIll tIll' tn:,;t \y(lrthilll'''~ of such e,·idence. 

A ('olttributur to ":\lIh',,; and (~lH'riL''',''* quotes ";lIlllL' d"gTd lines 

priut,>d in the ,. lIarleiall ;\ I i'l" '11a1lY" in Hi:.! l, where speaking of 

tlw. goou old ti.me::; uf l\'ili!,: HalT," thc Eighth, smukillg i::; thus 

ludlL'lull"ly uescnbed a:-; a i'L'L'l'nt nowlty:-

., X"I' ,lid lha! time know 

Tll putI' and t" bIoI\', 

In a pi ce of white clay 

A~ you <1 .. at thi, day, 

'With li,'1' nlHI coale 

And nlenfe in a hole !" 

Tlw.-,' liI1(':-; are a,'l'l'ibL'll in the original to Skelton, "ho died in 

Lj:.!!), and by a l'liUr"e of reasolling which seems to run somewhat in 

• J\,,( .. , alld l~.l\eries. Vol. Yll., p. ~;\t). 
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a circle, it is assumed that they cannot be his, because tobacco was 
not introduced into England "till 1565 or thereabouts." Brand in 
his "Popular Antiquities/' ascribes its introduction to Drake in 
1586 ; while the old keep at Cawdor, already referred to, with its 
sculpiured reynard and his pipe, would carry it back to 1510, and by 
implication still nearer the fifteenth cp.ntury. So peculiar a custom 
as smoking, would no doubt, at first be chiefly confined to such as 
had acquired a taste for it in the countries from whence it was bor­
rowed, and until its more general diffusion had created a demand for 
tobacco, as well as for the pipe required for its use, the smoker who 
had not acquired an Indian pipe along with the "Indian weed," 
would have to depend on chance, or his own ingenuity, for the 
materials requisite for its enjoyment. Hence an old diarist writing 
about 16S0, tells us of the tobacco smokers :-" They first bad silver 
pipes, but the ordinary sort made use of a walnut shell and a straw. 
I have heard my grandfather say that one pipe was handed from man 
to man round the table. Within these thirty-five years 'twas 
scandalous for a divine to take tobacco. It ,,'as then sold for its 
weight in silver. I have heard some of our old yeomen neighbours 
say, that when they went to market they culled out their biggest 
shillings to lay in the scales against the tobacco; now the customs 
of' it are the greatest his majestie hath," In the interval between 
the primitive walnut-shell pipe, or the single clay pipe for a whole 
company to partake of the costly luxury, and this later era of its 
abundant use, the supply of pipes had, no doubt, kept pace with 
that of the tobacco, and they had undergone such alterations in form 
as were requisite to adapt them to its later mode of use. Their 
material also had become su uniform, and so well recognised, that a 
clay pipe appears to have been regarded, in the seventeenth century 
as the sole implement applicable to the smoker's art. An old string 
of rhymed interogatories, printed in TVit's Recreations, a rare miscel­
lany of' IG40, thus quaintly sets forth this idea:-

"If all the world were sond, 
Oh, then what 8hould we lack'u; 

If as they my there were DO clay, 
How should we take tobacco?" 

Towards the latter end of the sixteenth, and in the early years of 
the seventeenth century. under any view of the case, small clay pipes, 
such al:l Teniers and Ostade put into the mouths of their Boors, must 
have been in common ul:Ie throughout the British Islands. They have 
been dredged in numbers from the bed of the Thames, found in 
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abundance Oil various sites in En/Zland and lrE·la~d, where the sol­

diers of till' parliament and revolution encamped; and in Scotland 

in divcrs I()caliti('~ from the border, northward. even tl) the Orkneys. 

'I'll<'.' haye been repeatf'dly met with in old Churchyards, and turned 
up in pl:H'es of public l'p~()rt. Occasionally too, to the bewilderment 
of tlw antiquary, t he.\' are discovered in :-;t/'ange propinquity to primi­

til'e, R(lmnn, and rnedieyall'l'lic,~.-hut in a slIfficient numher of cases 

with "uch P(lttCI':-;' stamps on thcm as f'uffiel' to a~~i!!n th('~(' also to 
the ~i ,dt>('llt hand sey( 'lItel'll t II centuJ'ip..:. A t a datf' ;';0 comparatively 

recent at' that of the re\'plution of 1 (j,":;". they lllll-t han' been nearly 

as familiar thl'oll~hout gritain and Ireland. as the lal'!:;pr cby pipe of 

the l,n'H"llt day: aml yt't h'\\:Hd~ till' end of the eighteenth century 
,,'e fino them dL'~(Tiht'd in S('ottish "tati~tical reports as "Elfin 

pipes j" and \\'hen at:t latcr date. the." attract a wider attention, it 

is found th:tt. in total inckpe11flence (If (':teh other, the rea~alltry of 

E1Igl:md, ~t'nilnJ!tl. and Ireland. II:1\'p ('/lneurred in ascribin!! these 

modern antiques to the Danes, the 1·:1H',,; and the :Fairie"! I must 
COllfl',,,~ that the full cOllsideration of all tIll> bl':lrill~"; of thi;; 11i,,­

closure of the S"m('l>'; of modern p"l'lIhr ll('lief 11:1" greatly modifi<"d 
the f:litll I Oll('e attached to such f"rnH of tl'aditinn a,.; memorials of 

thl' pa"t. The same people who. b.\' means of ~\T e1sh trilld,'. 

genealo/Zi,'al p"t'ms. like till' DU((1l ,11baJ//lGclt and EirFa:I'ir"l" and 
hist(ll'it':d tradition,.:, like the memory of the elder h"me of the 
:--:a\on,: in th" (;11'1'11/1111's SOli,!, cou!d tl'an~rnit, bv oral traditi,"ll alone, 

the chl'oniek" "t' manYl.';('Il:'I':ttiOll:-:, uOW' (11'pe;1d so elltirely on the 
chrolli('lillQ't' of the rrilltin!:; ],1'('SS. that the< eunnnt be trnstf'd "'ith 
the 1111l,t familiar traditions of a ~illgle ecntun'. This 110 doubt onJy 

applies to HI',\' moderll eel;turies '; but the 'tn':tellerou"1I1''"''' of th'€, 

hist(lri('al nWl1lory of a rUOt' ~:1\':lge lli'('l,ll' is "ldtil'iently illll"rraterl 
be the fnd that \1'{' search in "aill amnll~ the I]1(lial1~..t this ("'ntinent 
for any tradition of tIll' fir"t iniru;,;ion of the "'hite man. 

A fe\\' general remarks on the \':ll'.' illg ('ilal'aeteri"tic;; of tlw pipes 
ancientl~' ('nmtruetl'(l, or IlOII' in n"l' :1111ong til(' I ndinn tril'l''; of 
Xnrth .\merit':t will li(lt 1l1' ('111 of pl;1(,(,L herf', :1"; a mealls of 

illustrating the eu",toms aud ide:I": n~,,:,l('intec1 at Y:niillis tillll'S, and 
among difrer~nt tril",,·. lIith th' 1,,'C'ulinr rjtc~ awl usa!:'l"; of the pipe 
as th(e ~l)('(,lal t'haradel'istil' (It til" IlL'\\' world. Vilr ":(lnK of the 

facts relating tn the Indians of the north ,,,e,,,t, T am indebted to the 
R,D'O'\1 " . , e\ .. I. ,eara. ml~SlOnary among the C'lllppclI'ayt' j to Dr. <3l'orge 
Beattie, forl11~rly l'nited 8taj(,~ Indian ;\g('l1t of the IYilluehagos, 

-who have SllIre been driyen to descrt their old hunting grounds in 
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Wisconsin for the far west, and from their rapidly dimirishing num­
bers, cannot long suryi ve as a distinct tl'ibe,- and (1]';0, in sp'"cial re­
fert'nce to those of the renlote north west, and on the shores of the 
Pacific, to ~Ir. Paul Kane, along with the information derived from 
inspedin~ It fine collection of Indian relics secured by him during 
three years travel in the Hudson Bay Company':; Territory, and 
among the neighbouring tribes within the territories of the United 
Stales. A· comparison of the facts thus obtained with some of the 
conclusions arrived at by others from the examination of the older 
traces of tbe custom and usages of smoking. appear calculated to 
throw some additional ligbt on the latter. and especially to Illodify 
the opillion derived from tbe inve8tigation of examples of the ancient 
arts of tbe Mound Builders, and other aboriginal trac"s of tbis con­
tinent. 

In8ignificant, and even puerile, as the subject of tbe tobacco pipe 
appears, it assumes an importance in IlJal1Y respects ollly second to 
that of the osteological remains of the ancient races of this continent 
",hen viewed as part of the materials of its ur..written )Iistory. In 
,1\1ess1's. Squier and Davi8' valuable .• Contribution to Knowledge"'*' 
the tobwco pipes found in thc aneient sepulchral mound8 of the 
Mis~i"<iippi Yalley are specially noted as constituting not only a 
numerous, but a highly intere~ting class of remains, on the con­
struction of which the artistic skill of their malH'J's :"('l'm" to have 
been lavi:sbed with a degree of cllre and ingenuity bestowed on no 
other "Works. "Thf'J are sculptured into singular deyices: figures 
of the human head, and of various beasts, birds, aud reptiles. These 
figures are all executed in miniature, but with great fidelity to nature." 
Thuil, for example, the authors remark in reference to one pipe-bead 
(}'ig. ! t-3, p. 268,) caned ill the shape of a toad: the knotted, 
corrugated skin is well represented, and the sculpture it> 80 very 
truthful that if placed in the grass before lUl unsm:pcctillg observer, 
it would probably be mistaken for the Datural object; and Ihcy further 
add: .. those who deem expression in sculpture the grana essential, 
will find something to amuse as well as to admire, in the lugubrious 
expression of the mouths of these specimens of the toad." The same 
writers again remark, in de~cribing the immense deposit of pipes 
found on the ,. altar" of one of the great mounds in the Scioto 
Valley, some of them calcined, and all more or less afFected by the 
fires of the ancient ceremonial of cremation or sacrificc :-" The 
bowls of most of the pipes are carved in miniature figures of animals, 

• Ancient Monuments of the lI1ississippi Valley, pages 228. 229. 
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birds, reptiles, &c. Not only are the ~ea~u:es of the :arious, objects 
represented faithfully, but their peculIarItIes and habl~s ~re m, some 
degree exhibited. The otter is shewn iu a characterIstIc attItude, 
holding a fish in his mouth; the heron a~so ~olds a fi~h; ,and the 
hawk grasps a small bird in its talons, 'whlch It tears WIth Its ~eak. 
The panther, the bear, the ,Yolt', the beaver, the otter, the sqUIrrel, 
the racooll. the hmrk, the heron, crow, swallow, buzzard, the paroquet, 
toucan, and othel' indigenous and southern birds; the turtle, the 
frog. toad, rattle"nake, dc., arC' recognised at first glance."* To 
this comprehensire ]j;,;t ~rr, Squier mal{e8 further additions in a work 
of later d;lte. Conh·asting the iflltllfulnes8 of the car,ings from 
the mounds with the monstrn~iti('s or caricatures of nature usually 
produced by the savage t<culptor, he remarks: " they display not 
only the g:l·neral form and features of' the objects sought to be re· 
presellted, but to a surprising degree their characteri,-;tic expression 
and attitudl'. In some imiancc" their wry habits are indicated. 
Hardly a beast. bird. or reptile, indigenous to the countr.'" is omitted 
from the li:;t;" and in addition to those named aboH, he specifies 
the elk, th(· ()pn""ullI. the owl, vulture, raven, duck, and goo",e, and 
also tlJe alligatol·.t Of no ll'~s intr'l'C':;t are the llUmerOU:5 examples 
of sculptured human head;,;, some of them prl''''C'lltilig f'triking traits 
of indi"idual portraiture, and which are a~sumed, from the minute 
accuracy of mallY of the accompanying sculptures of animals, to fur­
nish faithful rqlll's('ntation:; (It' the predominant phy:,ical features of 
the ancient people by whom they were made, 
Compared with the monument,.: of (','utral and :O;outhern .~ll1crica, the 
sculplured fa<;ades of the tl'l1lples and palaces of "lexico and Peru, 
the frieze~ adorIled with hit'ro~IYl'hic". the kall'II,Ltr"', and colo":5al 
statues (If gods and heroes. of Yucatan: the art whieh found its 
highest ohjl'ct in the decoration of a pipe-bowl j" apt to appear 
iusignificant enough, Xcyerthelcs:" the ,.:inlplicity, .ariety, and ex­
pres,.;i(lll of these miniature wI>!'ks of art, their eyici"llce of crreat • . 

b Imltati,'e sl,ill. as well as of lldicaey of execution, all render them just 
obj ... cts of intl're:;t and eanoful study, But high as is the vallll' which 
attache,; to them a~ l'x:lInpll''; of the pl'illlitin~ ;cstlwtic arh of this 
continent, tb,·y han' a still higher "ignifieance in relation to ethnolo­
gic~l inqui,l'ies: By the fidelity of thl'it' representations of so great a 
vanely of obJects derired frvlll the animal kincrdom tIll')' furnish . I f 

0 , • ev\( ence 0 a knowledge. pn""(,""l',l by these ancient artists of the 
• An .. iL'nt lIIonumcnts of the )'lississippi Yalky. I'age 152. 

Antiquities of the State of Xcw York. Page 338, 
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.Mississippi Valley, of the fauna peculiar not only to southern, but to 
tropical latitudes, suggestive either of arts derived from a foreign 
source, Rnd of an intimate intercourse maintained with the central 
regions where the civilization of ancient America attained its highest 
devellopment, or else indicative of a migration from the south, and 
an intrusion into the northern area of the continent, of the race of 
the ancient graves of Central America, bringing with them into 
their new area the arts of the tropics, and models derived from the 
animals familiar to their fathers in the parent-land of the race. 

That such a migration,- rather than a contemporaneous existence 
of the same race over the whole area thus indicated, and maintaining 
intimate intercommunication and commercial intercourse, is the 
more probable inference, is suggested on various grounds. If the 
Mound Builders had some of the arts and models, not only of Central 
America, but of Peru, they had also the native copper of Lake 
Superior, and mica believed to be traceable to the Alleghanies, while 
the gigantic tropical shells of the Gulf of :Mexico haye been found 
alike in these ancient mounds and in the graves along the shores of 
Lake Huron and Georgian Bay. The fact indeed that among the 
specimens of their most elaborate caning, some of the objects re­
present birds and quadrupeds belonging to latitudes so far to the 
south, naturally tends to suggest the idea of a central region where 
the arts were cultivated to an extent unknown in the Mississippi 
regions, and that those objects manufactured in the localities where 
such models are furnished by the native fauna, remain only as the 
evidences of ancient commercial relations maintained between these 
latitudes and the localities where now alone such are known to 
abound. But in opposition to this, full value must be given to the 
fact that neither the relics, nor the customs which they indicate, 
appear to pertain exclusively to southern latitudes, nor are such found 
to predominate among the singnlar evidences of ancient and more 
matured civilization either in Central or Southern America, whiie the 
varied nature of the materials employed in the arts of the Mound 
Builders, indicate a very wide range of relations; though it cannot 
be assumed that these were maintained in every case by direct inter­
course. 

The earlier students of American Archreology, like the older Celtic 
Antiquaries of Britain; gave full scope to a system of theorising 
which built up comprehensive ethnological schemes on the very 
smallest premises; but in the more judicious caution of later writers 
i;,here is a tendency to run to the opposite extreme. Dr. Schoolcrafj; 
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certainly mallife"ts a disposition to underrate the artistic skill unmis­
talmbh' dis"crnable in some of the ,yorks of the Mound Builders j 

while 'l\Jr. HaHn :-;ol\'('s the difliculty by referring such evidences 

of art to an undetermined foreign source. After describing the 
vreapom~, pottt'ry, and per::;onal ornament:-; obtained from the 
mound", tile lattt'r writer add", ., and, ,,-ith these were found 

sculptured ii,t.;ul't'" of animals and the human hend, in the form 
of pipe!", \I rought with great dt'li,';l('~- :md spirit from some of 
tl1l' hard('st "tOl1l'8, The h--;i-JJaI1Il'cl arc relic'S that imply a yery con­

siderable lkgrce of ad, amI if belieyed to be the ,,-ark of the people 
with "ho::;e remains till',\- are founel, ,ymild tend :,..:-rl'atl,Y lu ilil'l'ea:,;c 
the wl)lHler that the :ll,t of ,;<:ulIJlL\I'(j among tllel1l wa" 110t m:lllif'l'~ted 
ill other Objl'l'ts allJ pial'l';;, The h:t that nearly all th,~ finer 

specinlPll'; of \\"(>rklll,tl1ship rl'pre;;ellt hint, or lanel and marine animals 
belongillg to a difterent latitude, \I-hile the pea:'1:-:, the lmin's of' obsid­
ian, thl' \llarine shell", ,md the cl'pper, equall,l' te;:;tit~, to a, di;:;tant, 
thOll,yh not extra-continl'lltal Ol'igin, 111[11' l1('\-,lnr ('xelude these 

~ - . 
from beiilg J'('cl'i\'eel as proofs oflocal indll~tr.'" an,l "kill,'"" .\ rc','OIl-

silkratill\l of the li-t alrc~1(ly gil'en ofauillu},; ~"Lllj .. tLlr"J 1." the ancient 

pipe"lllake:'~ of the moull.ls, a" qllOted frcllD the narratire of 
}'ll'~srs. :~qllie!' all,l lJari,.;, ;dun~ "'ith th8 hTI'\' :],lJitions of thl' fur­
mer, set 1'1'1'111 in a foml stillll'-;, ia aCT'Jl'dance with t;uch IL,hldions, 
will, I l'OIII'l'iH\ sati;;(I- tlw il1quil'el' that it j" 'luite all o\'er :,;tatl'lll',:ut 
of th" l'a,.;l' il) ,,;ty that w'ari.'" all ]'l'prl''''':I~ ;-:nimals below,:;ing to a 
different latitude, The real interest, ani cli:iiclllty IJf the qUI>l iun 

lie8 in the fact lIf ,li"l'o\-erillg, alung with ",) lllany spil'il"J "l'ulpture:l 
of anlmab pertaining ill the I"~'a:itl', othn,,; repre:;cllk,[ ,Yllh equal 

spirit and tidelit,\', thOll,:';U belungillg ill Jift'ercnt latitL\<J('~, On 

tili" :mbjt'd, familiarity ,,-ith ":Ii'ly Briti,.;h antiquitil':-l indll"l'''; me to 
regard :;;:I<,h all a,-.:-.:i,~nlllellt of all the :;ca1l'tul'e:; llf the mounds to a 

foreign urigin, on accuunt ur tllt'ir Illodeb being in pal t derired from 
distaut latituJes, as It lleellll'o;, assumption which onl,\- ::;hit'ts \\ithonL 

le::;~ellillg the difficulty, Oil t lit' scu\ pturell ::;tanding stu Ill''; 111' :-;cot­
land-belonging apparently to the eL)sillg era of paganism, and the 
first introduction of christianity there,-m;ty be O'L'l'll the elephant, the 

camel, the ti.~L'l' lJl' leop~trd, the ape, the serpent, and other rep!'e::'L'llta­
tions or symbols, uOlTo\\'L'd, not like the models of the :\Iound Builders, 

from a loc,ility so near as readily til admit of the thea!'}' of direct 
commercial illll'lTilllrse, but some of them from the remote f'xtreme 

of A~ia, The Dilly ditference bet\ycen the imitations of the foreiO'n 
- 0 -------------------------------------
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fauna of the Scottish and the ancient American monu1l1,'nts, is that 
the former occasionally betray. as might be expected, the conventional 
characteristics of a traditional type,* wbile the latter, if they furnish 
evidence of migration, prove it to have lfeen recent, and to a locality 
not so distant as to preclude all renewal of intercourse with their 
Ilnc~~tral birth-Iand.t Not"'ithstullding the great spirit displayed 
in mallY of the miniature sculptures of tht: Jlound Builders, howerer, 
the difference in point of fidelity of imitation between them and the 
carvings of foreign subjects on the Scottish standing !Stones though 
unmistakeable,' is not so great as the descriptions of American 
Archffiologists would suggest; while both are alike accompanie.l by 
the representations of monstrosities or ideal creations of the fancy, 
which abundantly prove that the ancient seulptors could wol'l;: with­
out a model. Some of the lmman heads of' the AUll'rican sculptures 

. for example. if regarded as portraits, must be 8upposed to be dei:<ign­
ed in the style of Punch!t and several of the Hllimal" figured in 
" The Ancient Monuments of the l\T.ississippi Valley," e. g. the wild 
cat, Fi~. 15'{; the" ver)' spirited, though not minutl'ly aecurate head 
of the Elk," Fig. 161, and the supposed ,. ell"rr), bints," Figs. 174, 
175, of one cf \yhich it is remarked: "nothing can e'.:ceed the life­
like (''.:pression of the original;" fall far short of the fidelity of' imita­
tion ascribed to them in the acc0mpanying text. 

It ha'l been noted by more than one American ,\r-chmologist as n 

s-ingular fact that no relics obviously designed as idol:;, or objects of 
worship, have been dug up in the mllulld" 'll' found in such circum­
stance" as to cunnect them with the religilills pl'actices of the Mound 
Builders. But the very remarkable characteristics of their elaborately 
sculptured pipes, and the obviously important part thp)' appeal' to 
have played in the services accompanying the rites of sacrifice or 
cremation, and the final CO'lsiruction of the gigantic earth-pyramids 

• It is worthy of note that the objects least truthfully represented am 011;;' the s~ulptures 
of the Mound Builders, also, ill some cases at least, appear to be those of animals foreign to 
the region. e. g. the Toucan (,) "Ancient l\lonuments of the nlississippi Valley;" Fig. IG9, 
page 2tm; which mi<!ht have been better described lUI a Raven; and Fig. 178, also a Toucan, 
but m'wh more of a traditional than truthful portraiture. 

t Vide Archroolo,.:y and Prehistoric Annals of Sl'otland. Page 501, alld Dr. Wise's Notes 
on Buddhist Opinions and Monuments. Transactions of R.S.E. Vol. XXI. Page 255. 

~Vide Davis and Squier's Ancient MOTluments. Fig. 145, described as the most 
beautiful of the ,"des, and a head. the workmanship of which is unsurpassed by anJ speci. 
men of :mciellt American Art, not excepting the best productions of lI'lexico al,d Peru,­
fully bears out these remarks. But in contrast with it may be placed Figs. 143,146 and 148; 
and as a still stronger illustration of how far the enthusia.sm of the most careful obsp.rvers 
may lead them compare fi!!'. 75, page 193, with the description which says of it: " the atti­
tude i~ alike natul'al and "pirited I" 
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which have given the name tc) the race that furnished the artists by 
whom they were wrought, all tend to suggest very different associa­
tions with the pipe of those ancient centuries frvm such as now 
pertain to its familiar descendant. It has accordingly been supposed 
that the elaborate employment of the imitative arts on the pipe­
heads found deposited in the mounds, indicate their haying played an 
important part in the religions solemnities of the ancient race, among 
whom the number of such relics proves that the practice of 
smoking \Y:1'; no less universal than among the modern Indians. 
The conjecture that this practice ,,'as more or less interwoven with 
the primitive ci\·il and religious observances of America i8 thus illus­
trated by the authors already quoted, * from the more modern cus­
toms and ideas connected with it: "the use of tobacco was known 
to nearly all the American nations, and the pipe wu,; their grand 
diplomatist. In mltking war and in concluding peace it performed an 
important part. Their deliberati')lls, domestic as well as public, 
were conducted under its influences, and no treaty wail ever made 
unsignalized by the passage of the calumet. The transfer of the 
pipe from the lips of one indi\·idual to thoc'e of anothpr was the 
token of amity and friendship, u gage of honor with the chi\'alry of 
the f01'(:"t which was o;eldom yiolab.'ll, In their religious ceremonies, 
it was also introduced with various degrees af solemnity. The cus­
tom extended to Mexico, where, howeyer, it does not seem to have 
been invested with any of tho,;!' singulat· conventionalities observed 
in the highl·r latitudes. It preyailed in ~outh America and the 
Caribbean Islands." 

Amid the endless variety which characterises the form of the 
ancient .:\lound Builders' pipes, one general type is traceable through 
the whole. " 'l'hey are always ca1',ed frolll a single piece, and con­
sist of a flat curved base, of y:.riable kllgth and wiJth, with the 
bowl rising from the centre of the com'ex side. From one of the 
ends, and communicatiug witb tbe hollow of the bowl, is drilled a 
small hole, which answer tbe purpose of a tube; the correspondinO' 
opposite division being left for the manifest purpose of holding th~ 
implement to the mouth." The authors of the "Ancient :Monu­
ments of the Mississippi Valley," express their conviction, deri,ed 
from the inspection of hundreds of specimens which haye come under 
their nutice, during their explorations of the ancient mounds, that 
the instrument is complete as found, and was used without any such 
tube as is almost invariably employed by the modern Indian, and 

• Ancient :Monumcnts of the Missis~ippi Valley. Page 229. 
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also by the modern perfume-loving oriental 'when he fills his chibouk 
with the odorous shiraz or mild latakia. The modern pipe-head of 
each has a large aperture for the insertion of the tube, whereas in 
the ancient examples referred to, the perforation is about OTIe sixth 
of an inch in diameter, and the mouth-piece flattened, and adapted 
to the lips, so that we can scarcely doubt the mouth was applied 
directly to the implement, "'ithout the addition of any tube of wood 
or metal. It is otherwise with examples of' pipe-heads carved out of 
the beautiful red pipe stone, the most favourite material for the pipe 
sculpture at the modern Indian. It would seem, therefore, that the 
pipe-tube is one of the characteristics of the modern race; if not 
distinctive of the northern tribe:>, from the Toltecan and other 
essentially diverse ancient' people of' Central and Southern 
America. 

The u:-;e of tob~1eco, from the earliest eras of which we can re­
cover a glimpse, pertained to both; but the pipe-head 'woul((¥ppear 
to be the emblem of the one, while the pipe-stem gin.'s character to 
the singular rites and superstitions of' the other. The incremated 
pipe-heads of the ancient mound builders illustrate the "acred usages 
of the one; while the skill with which the Indian medi~ I Ie-man 
decorates the stem of his medicine-pipe, and the awe and reverence 
with which-as will be presently shown,-the whole tribe regard it, 
abundantly prove the virtues ascribed to that implem"nt of' the 
Indian medicine m:m's sacred art. May it nut be, that in the sacred 
associations connected with the pipe by the Mound Builders of the 
Mississippi Valky, we have the indications of' contact between the 
migrating race of Southern and Central America, among whom no. 
superstitious pipe usages are traceable. and the tribes of the north 
where snch superstitions are most intimately inter"'oven with all 
their sacred mysteries? 

In onf', though only in one respect, :1 singular class of clay pipes; 
which have come under my notice, agree with the ancient examples, 
and would seem thereby still further to narrow the area, or the era 
of the pipe-stem. During the summer of 1855, I made an excursion 
in compan,\' with the Rev. George Bell, to some parts ot' County 
Norfolk, Canada West, within :1 few miles of Lake Erie, for the pur­
pose of' exploring certain traces of the former natives of the locality. 
We founel at various places along the margins of the smaller streams, 
and on the sloping banks of the creeks, spots ',There our excavatiolls 
were rewarded by discovering' relics of the rude arts of the .Aborigines. 

C 
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These included awls or bodkins, and large needles, made of bone,'*' 
several stone implements, and a considerable quantity of pottery. The 
specimens of rude native fictile ware considerably interested me, 
on account of the close resemblance they frequently bore, not only 
in material, but in ornamentation, to the ancient pottery of the 

British barrows. 
The potters' art appears to have been practised to a great extent, 

and with considerable skill, by the ancient races of this continent; 
nor was it unknown to the Red Indians at the period when their 
arts and c~stoms were first brought under the notice of Europeans. 
~~dair says of the Choctaws and l' atchez, that "they made a 
procligiou's number of vessels of pottery, of such variety of forms as 
would be tedious to describe, and impossible to name;" and DeSoto 
Jescribes the fine earth ware of the latter tribe, in the seventeenth 
century, as of I:onsidemble variety of composition and much elegance 
of shupe, so as to appear to him little inferior to that of Portugal. 
The specimens found by me in County K orfolk, and elsewhere in 
Canada, are heavy and coarse, both in material and workmanship, and 
neither these nor the objects now to be described, admit of any com­
parison, in relation to artis~ic design or workmanship, with those 
relics of the Mound Builder's arts, or the more recent productions of 
Indian skill which suggest a resembla.nce to them. 

Accompanying the rude fictile ware, spoken of, were also discovered 
several pi.pe-heads, made of burnt clay, and in some examples orna­
mented, like the pottery, with rude chevron patterns, and lines of 
dot-work, impressed on the material while soft. But what particular­
ly struck me in these, and also in others of the same type, including 
:-;e,eral specimens found under the root of a large tree, at the l\lohawk 
l'eserYe on the Grand River, and presented to me by the Indian Uhief 
aud l\lissionary, the late Peter Jones, (Kahkewaquonaby,) was 
the extreme smallness of the bowls, internally, and the obvious com­
pleteness of most of such examples as were perfect, without any 
separate stem or mouth piece; while if others received any addition, 
it must haye been a small quill, or straw. They at once recalled 
to my mind the diminutive Scottish "Elfin Pipes," and on 
comparing them with some of these in my possesion, I find that in 
the smallest of the Indian pipes the capacity of the bowl is even less 

• Implements of hone, precisely corresponding to sowe of these, are figured and described 
by )Icssrs. Squier and Davis, (page 2~O.) among the disclosures of the ancient mounds. Such 
implem~nts, however, have pcrtaincu. to the rude arts of primitive races in all ages and 
where found with other samples of the same pottel·y in the States, have been supposed to be 
the implements for working the ornaJUt!lItal patterns 011 the soft clay. 
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than the least of those which, from their miniature proportions have 
been long popularly assigned to the use of the Scottish Eh'es. Both 
the pipes and the accompanying pottery totally differ, as Mr. Kane 
assures me, from any of the manufactures which have come under his 
notice among the tribes of the North 'West, with 'I;hom, indeed, the 
potter's art appears to be wholly unknown. 

The pottery thus found along with these diminutive Indian clay 
pipes, is obviously therefore a relic of former centuries, though 
exhibiting no such evidence as would necessarily suggest a remote 
antiquity. Similar examples found to the south of the Great Lakes, 
are thus described by Mr. Squier, in his Aboriginal Monuments of 
the State of New York: ., r pon the site of every Indian town, as 
also within all the ancient enclosures, fragments of pottery occur in 
great abundance. It is rare, howe\-er, that any entire vessels are re­
covered. Those which have been found, are for the most part gourd­
shaped, with roulld bottoms, and having little protuberances near the 
rim, or oftener a deep groove, whereby they could be suspended. A 
few cases have been known in which this form was monified, and the 
bottoms made sufficiently flat to ~ustain the vessel in an upright 
position. Fragments found in Jefferson County seem to indicate 
that occasionally the vesseb were moulded in forms nearly square, 
but with rounded :mgles. The usual size was from one to four 
quarts; but some must have contained not less than twelve or four­
teen quarts. In general there was no attempt at ornament; but 
sometimes the exteriors of the pots and vases were elaboratel.f, if not 
tastefully ornamented with dots and Jines, which seem to have been 
formed in a yery rude manner with a pointed stick or sharpened 
bone. Bones which appear to have been adapted to this purpose are 
often found. After the commencement of European intercourse, 
kettles and vessels of iron, copper, brass, and tin, quickly superseded 
the productions of the primitiye potter, whose art at once fell into 
disuse."'*' 

In an able summary of the "Archreology of the United States," 
embodying a resume of all that has been previously done, Mr. 
Samuel F. Haven remarks: II In order tu estimate correctly the 
degree of skill in handicrafts possessed by the people who were found 
in occupation of the soil, we must go back to a time antecedent to the 
decline in aU domestic arts which resulted immediately from inter­
course "ith the whites. So soon as more effective implements, more 
serviceable and durable utensils, and finer ornaments, could be ob-

• Ab;;)riginal Monuments of the State of New York. Page 75. 



:~lARCOTIC l:SAGES ..!.~D SUPERSTITIONS 

bil1l'd in exchange for the products of the chase, their 0\\11 laborious 
and illlPCl'L'ct manufactures were abandoned.::'" But just as this 

r<c::\soning lllust un'luestionably prole in many cases, it fails of appliea­
ti ,n in rebtion to the abselll'e' of the potter's art amoll:; the Indians 
"f the 1\I'I'L1I ,rest, for the substitutes fimnd for it are of nati\'e 
J:lilufaclure, an.] present a muc1] ,',ii'cab'l' u's:;imil:il'it:: to the pro­
d:\(-ts ot' Ell:'''pean art. c\ illong tk· Chilll)oL~, for eXIllnple, inhabit­

li':; tllc tract of l"'lllllt'y at nIL' mouth of the Columbia RiYer, the 
(IIJ;" dOlilc'~Li,~ utensils r('I1Htrkc,j b\' :'III', Panl Kane', a~ creditable to 
"",.'it' decol'[ttiw "l,il1 \'.-l're ('ar\~ed bd"ds and spoons of horn, and 
ius];ets and ('OOkill,:; n',;scl.-; maIL, (If root" and g!'ass, woven so closely 
:l~ to ser,c' all pUl'po,.;(',; of a pib,lier in hol1lillg ;11111 c:ltTying 1',':\'1 cr. 
\; tlIL'~(' th~'y C\'Cll boil tlw :):timon \rLie:l c<)ll,~itut;; th"ir principal 
1001. Thi" is done h.\' pb,i! g t!:c' ti~h in oue of the ba"kds filled 
with water, into which they thl'U\" reel h:,~ ston(',~ until the fish is cook­
ed. Mr, Kane obseryes that he La" seen :fish dressed as expediLiull~­
IT b~' this means, as if boile,l in the ol'llill:u':" \\"Ily in a kettle over a 
tl ;'(', 

Kceping in lic\\- the n'i,j,.nt:" thu~ obtained, it y,'ill jll'iluahl," be 
't:e:-:,tcd 3S a C'Ollj,·ctUl'e not withmt m'~':~1 pI' )~j~ll)iJity in its [lI'or, 
~~~~,t the rude C'b," pil"." rl'L'rr, .. d to, f'lIll1l~ al')])g ',','ith l,ther Canadian 
r::lic", :l:lll c 'peci'dl,l' ,\'ith S[":!lllo'll':l 'Ii' Ii,!' ik I\'are nn 1,)ll!:;''l' knu\\n 
" t:;,· modcru Indian,I\\I'lli-!l ,'\:1ill')]e:3 ,'If the tob lC'(,O pipe in u"c in the 
reg'iDll of t'Ie Great Ll~:e:; W!ll."l til" uorth 'I'U pal'ls of this continent 
h:,~t l":'C3!11(, known t" EIll"OP":llB. The applil:!t!OIl (Ii' the old Indian 
:'llttC'r's ai't to the lll:lill:{':tf'tl\r" of t,)I;:I,.'~")'[li[l'''\ i:5 a weli l':-<ubli"hed 
t::t. _\nC':c'lltchYl'ipes of\-arj,j,l'; I,I'l">'; anel i~Jl'm" lun' beenuisco,er­
I~ri. :t!!d d(':",ribec1; anu in a ":'\atui'aJ lli~tl)r,\' of '1'Oh:l':','O" in the 
IT,' '\ " 11 ',',,' t t- 1 tl - tl '\~' " i.: ','la~l _ 1l:'1'C' all"-,"I l~ 1:5 ,.; -:).l" ,Jat:·, lC \ lrglllJans ,,'ere 
'~:'"erved to ],~~y(~ pip!',,; Ilf clay before en']) the Eng]i,dl came there; 
;~:d from tlv!,_\c bnrbariam .. 11,',' 1:1l",llw:l\l,; ha'\e \)()lTo''."L'd our mode and 
t::,i,il'lll of smoking," 

;-;l'l'L'imenil of :1]]0"11'1' ~!:l,'" of cIa,\' pipt~s of a Ial':~;cr ;;;izL', nnd 
.,\ith a tlli\i' of such long!!, a,; nil"'i"llsl," to be clesigneu for use 
":it~j')llt thc arlditiun Ill' a pipl'-~(l'lll, h:1H' lIb,) bcc'n re[l('::h'Ll15' met 
'Nirlt. ~l])d :,eH'l'al fl'Olll C':lll:l,!iall ]"l':llitiL':': are in my own possession. 
111 till' Euillburgh Phil.l~'Jphil':l1 .Tournal, :FL'brLl:ll','" IS1'), Dr. E. ,V. 
! ::lwtree describes a S(,l'il'S (.1' di:),'o\'eries of sepulchral remains, ac­
,'omp:l.lliec1 with numerous Indiau l'L'lic,;;, made in the district to the 

• "mithsonian Contributions, -ro!. YIlI. l':t,~" 1:,3, 

":" \'\'1. 1. P:t~:I_' .i35· Qllntl'll in :\'t)~I)"" '11111 QUl,t'ies, yolo \TII. Page :'!311. 
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south of the River Severn, between Lake Simcoe and Georgian Day 
These included specimens of the large jl~li'ltl(e, or tropical shells of the 
Florida Gulf, copper kettles, arrow heads, bracelets and other personal 
ornaments, of copper, beads of shell and red pipe-stone, und aL" 
various examples of the larger day pipes: which no doubt belong tu 
an era subsequent to intercourse with Europeans, as tho ~;alll'~ di~­
coveries included axe-heads aliJ other' relics of iron. Another (". 
ample of this lar'ger form of day-pipe figured in Dr. SchooleraCr;s 
" History of the Indian Tribes j" '*' v,'as abo found within tlJ(: Call.l­
dian frontier, in the penin~llb lying bct,,'een Lakes Huroll and 
Erie. It ~'as discovered in an ext(,ll~iw' sepukhl'al ossual':,' 
in the township of Beverl.\', which l:IJl1taiued numerous Indian 
relics, and among others, specimens 1),): l! of the p!Ji"1l1a jH'I-vcrsa and 
p!J1'ula 8pirata. Mr. Paul K~Ule pu:;~vsse,; another pipe of the same 
class, trumpet shaped at the bowl, nucllllllvmally well baked, which w~:~; 
dug up in the ,icinity of the Sault St. :\faril', at the elltranCl' to Ll~; 
Superior j so that this class of relics of the llicolian art, appears to 11l' 
pecularily charaderi:,;tic of the Canadian frontier. Some, at ll'[l< 
of these Canadian pipes are of no h'I'.\' remote antiquity, but it is 
curious to note that in form they bear a 110:11'81' reselll bJ:ll1C 1J t 1 ",'; 
any figured or described among American ull,i'luitil'';, to t-llch as art 
introduced in ancient Mexican paintillgs ;t nor are examples \\"anti!l~ 
of a more antique style of art. Oue specimen figured by )J r. 
Squier in his" ;\.boriginal Monuments of the State of ~ cw lork,": 
is thus described: ,. It W,l.'; fuuuel within an enclosure in J efl'c 1'., on 
County. It i;; of fiJlt' red clay, smoothly moulded, and t'.':n s:CTpents 
rudely imitated, am represented coilin~ round the bowl. Bushels .J! 

fragments of pipes have been found within the same enclosur·,' 
Some appear to have been worked in the form of the human head, 
others in representatiollS of animal8, and others still in a variety of 
regular forms. Some pipes of preci:;(-ly the saw,:, 
material and of identical workmanship with those found iu the 
ancient enclosures, ha\'e been di::ico\'cl'd in modern Indian graves in 
Cayuga County. One of these in tilt:· form of a bird, and 11:1 rill:'; 
eyes made of sik,'l' inserted in the head, is now in the po~'~c:;siQn ,;r 
the author." 

Pipes of baked clay of a character more llcady approxir1l:lting r,,) 
the sculpture of the mounds, ill'e figured in Messrs. Squier and 

• Vol. I. Pi ate VIII. Figs.:; and G. 
t Lord KilJ:.;.,:IJ')C(,II"h\ ~Iexican Alltiquitic,. hI. IV. Plates 17, 57. 
: Plate 76. Fig. 9. 
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Davio;:; work. In style of art, however, they are greatly inferior. 
or two of these (Figs. 7ti, 77, page 194<,) it is remarked: "They 
were ploughed up in Virginia at a point nearly opposite the mouth 
of the Hocking river, wbel'l~ there are abundant traces of an ancient 
people, in the form of mounds, embanklllents, &c, One represents a 
human head, with a .. ingular head-dress, closely resembling some of 
tlto~c' worn h:' the idols and sculptures of ~d exico, The other re­
presents some animal coiled tO~l·ther, fwd is (',,'ecltted leitlt a good deal 
rf spi,d." The latter relllark, hO\rerl'l', i:; scarcely borne out by the 
:il'("lmpallyillS; illu:;traliulI, and it seem,~ by no means improbable that 
t~It:;,,,e ul,jl'd" fUl'lli"h specimen,; of the Indian art.~ of Virginia in the 
tili1l' ot' Rall·igh. Till':' certainl,i' prL'.~ent no such marked character­
istics a,.; tu .i Ibid:" thl'il' da,;.,ifieatiuu ii-ith the ingenious sculptures of 
the ~,l unnd Bnilller,~. The same l'l'mal'ks apjJI.i' to examples procured 
by Schoolcraft, Squiel', and ntltl'l' writers j and among such may be 
illCIII(bl t"u day pipe,.;, 'lIle of them fOllnd in a mound in Florida, 
and tl1c olhL'l' in South Carl,lill;], and J))th lll':;cribed in the" Ancient 
~Iollll\l1C'nts of the ~Ii""i.;"ippi Yalley."';; ~lit).;t of the ancient clay 
pipe,; tLlt haYL' bel'n dio;l'uH'l'<:d are stated to ha,e tbe same form; and 
t!li:;, it lIlay be llutt-d, bear:; so llt'ar a resemblance to that of the red 
chy pipe used in model'll Tnrkt'y, irith the cherry-tree pipe-stem, 
! ;Iat it might be suppose,} to have fUl'llished the model." The 
I ,()\yls of this cla~:, of allcient cla." pipes are nut of the miniature 
proportions which indul'e a (;<)Il1[l:tl'i:-;llil between those of Canada and 
the early examplC'::; fua!ld in Bl'it:lin j neitJ1L'r do the stone pipe-beads 
of the ?lIoued Builder", sU,:;gest by the sizL' of the bowl, eitber the 
:-elf dL,tlyil1g eCOn,)!ll.i' uf the :ll1L'ieut smoker', 01' his practise ot' the 
!.ladet'll Indian morl,' of e"ll:lJiu~ the fume:; of the tobacco, by wbich 
~o SlliaU a q nantity :;ufficL':S tu pl'oJuco the full narcotic effects 
"f till' fUi'ol'ite weed. Thoy wunld rather soom to confirm 
the indi,·.ltions dorii'L'l] t'1'01ll othel' S')lll'C8:;, uf an essential difference 
j)I_,tWL"'l] the ancient sll11)kill~ ll~a0,'L''; of Celltral America and of tbe 
}I uunJ-Dllilder~, and tlJ<lse \yhi(;h arc ::;till maintained in their 
i Irimeval integrity alllol1~ the Iudians of the X orth West. 

Great Yarid.I' of form alld matL'riul di"tingnishes the pipes of tbe 
11l)Liel'll Indians j arisill~ in pal't frolH the luc:tl t:tcilities they possess 
T, II' a suitable material frum iYhi,~h tu cUll . ..;tl'lld them j and in part 
alst> from the spe<.;i:ll style of art and Jl'l'(lralion which has become 
tile traditional U"agl~ of the trib2. Tltl' favourite red pipe-stone of 
the CUll/mit des ri'lti"ie,~, It:t,., ill'l'n generally sou~ht after, both from 

• ,""mitll')piall CuntriiJutions. \',d, r. Pai;'c Ull. Fit::. 'II. 
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its easiness of working and the beauty of its appearance. The 
region of its celebrated quarries is connected with curious Indian 
traditions, and the locality appears to have been consecrated for n1any 
generations, as a sacred neutral grol.l.nd whereon parties of rival 
tribes might freely assemble to supply themselves with the material 
requisite for their pipe manufacture, as secure from danger as when 
the peace-pipe has been smoked, and the tomahawk buried by the 
Chiefs of the Iudian nations. A pipe of this favonrite and beal~tiful 
material, found on the shores of Lake Simcoe, and now in my pos­
session, measures five and three quarter inches in length, and nearly 
four inches in greatest breadth. yet the capacity of the bowl hollowed 
in it for the reception of tobaccu is even less than in the smallest of 
the" Elfin Pipes." In contrast to this, a modern "\Yinnebago pipe 
recently acquired by me, made of the same red pipe stone, inlaid 
with lead and executed with ingenious skill, has a bowl of large 
dimensions illustratire of Indian smoking usages modified by the in­
fluence of the ,,,hite man. 

From the red pipe stone, as well as from limpstone and other 
harder rocks, the Chippeways, the 'Vinnebagos, and the Siouxs, fre­
quently make a peculiar class of pipes, inlaid with lead l\lr Kane 
has in his possession an ingeniously carved red stone Sioux pipe, in 
form of a human figure, lying on the back, with the knees bent up 
towards the breast, and head thrown forward. The hollowed head 
forms the bowl of the pipe, while the tube is perforated through the 
annus; as is the CJ.3e with another, but much ruder example of 
pipe sculpturE;, carved from a light colored sandstone found on the 
Niami River, Ohio.* • 

The Chinook and Puget Sound Indians, who evince little taste in 
comparison with the tribes surrounding them, in ornamenting their 
persons or their warlike and domestic implements. commonly usc 
wooden pipes. Sometimes these are elaborately carved. but most 
frequently they are rudely and hastily made for immediate use; and 
even amonO" theE.e remote tribes of the flat head Indians, the common 

1:0 

clay pipe of the fur trader begins to supersede such native arts. 
Among the Assinaboin Indians a material is used in pipe-manu­

facture altogether peculiar to them. It is a fine marble, much too 
hard to admit of minute caning, but taking a high polish. This is 
cut into pipes of graceful form, and made so extremely thin, as to be 
nearly transparent, so that when lighted the glowing tobacco shiues 
through, and presents a singular apprarance when in use at night or 

• Monuments of the Missi~sippi Valley. Page 217. Fig. 11';. 
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• Jl n (hl'k lodge. Another favourite material employed hy the Assina­
boin Indian,; i" rl ('lIa!'"e species ofjasp(,1' :tIsotoo hard to admit of elabo­
l'ate oru:llllclltation. This also is (;Ilt iuio \ arion:> siml']" but tasteful 

dt'"i'~Il~, l'wl'lltl'd l'hid!,'" by the ,JulY and laborious pr,-,cp,;~ of rubbing 
it dO'.n1 with other "tlllH'';. 'I'll}' eh0i(',' of the material for fashioning 
tl:e i':mllll'ite pipe, is h.I' nn means in\,:ll'iabl." ~lld('(] hy the f:ll'ilities 

'"hi(·]1 tlle j."·:lh"ll of the trihc' ajf,)rds, A suitable "tOil'; for such 
a [llll'iH'';(' \Iill he' pic'],ell up :\1111 c[uTi",] hnn,ll'f>ds of miles, lITr. 
['::lll" illform~ me tll:lt. in (,,,min:; do\yn the Ath:,jl:,']Cl River, when 
dl';lWill" 11',':11' it" ,'lIll','(' in tip, l~"l'k\' ~IoLlntaill", he ob,"'t'I',I'ed his 

~ - - . 
. L,;i:lal)(Jill~;lli,l(>" ,;ell:t'i; the !':,l'Olll'ite bltH'i,-ll ja:'p('r from am')]]c; the 
W::tl'l' worn :,tOUl'S in tl:,' heel lIt' the river, to (':11'1',\' horne fill' the pur-
1"';<1' of pipe lil:\nllt":,dllt'P, ~ltllough they \\,(']'(' thE'll fully fhe hundred 
i11;l.'~: fl'OIll their lot.l!o;,(·::;. Such a tt arlitiollal adherl'llce t,) a choice of 
matc'l'ial pcculiar to it I'c!lIl)te ~()lllT", ll1:\~' freqlU'lltl\' proye of con­
~idl'I':dtl" \'alne:1~ a clue j" former mi,!!:I':ltiollS of tilt' trib,', 

is,,!ll the Cr,.".' and tlle ,Yilln!'!;:I:;" Indians (':1;'\',' pipes in qnnt', of 
:l form ]llll\' 111lll'(' h'l'qlU'lltl,\' JII['j: with in til!.' Indian curio,-:it,\' stores 
,,1' (':Illalb :\11.1 till' i':\latl's than allY other '-'lW('iJd'_'II"; of 11:ltil't' cal'\·ing. 

The tU!JC'. cut at a sllarp risht llngle 'with the (,yJill,Li":11 bowl of the 
l)ip", is ornamented \rith a thin Y:lIIdy](,'d ritl~",~I'I\'T;:lly ped'"rated 
with a 1'<>',': of 111)1e", an,l Sblllliil'_~' up some\"hat like the ,1.,1',.;;[1 fin of 
a fish. 1'11(' n'inlll'11;1,~U8 also m:lllUfal'ture pipes of the :'llne form, 
but lit' a ,;maller C;iZ", il( kall; v\-ith ("lIlSilll'I':lbk skill. 

Alll"ll~ tl,,' Cl'l'l' Indialls :1 douhle pipe j,; (lL'I'a~i"'lal1'y in USC', COll­

"isting of a bowl c:ll'H,d outor stone \'.-it:l,mt m:l'h :,:1":11 ,t at OrIn .. 

ment, but \\-iLh p''l'fllratioll'' on tIl',) "ide,"" "J) tl\:lt, t',\'ll :':m,)I(."I'-; can 
in,-;"rt their pipe-stem" at OI11"', anll cllj')," tIl(' S:l111e :3\\ppl,'- "I' t"bacc(l, 
It docs not uppeal', lWII"('\-,>r. that any special ~i":l\ili";ll1e(' is att:1checl 
to thili singular flUl(',L The S:llllt:lUX llllli,'ll~, a bran('h (If the great 
_\lgonqnin u;:ril)ll. also (,:1rl'C' their pi PI':': out of a blal'k stone, found 
in their ('0 !llltr}' , and e"ince considerable :skill in the l,\(jl'lItion of 

tlll'il' (,I:tI)(Jrat.' dd:1I1s. In thl' l'ul'i,lll'i l'nll""jj,m of pilwS now 
in the jl[)s'I',;~i(J1l of G. \\~. Albll, E"q, , alHl including tll""e "Ltained 

by :\11', Kane ::t1l!')J)~ the TIl'li:ll!~ of the llllrth-we"t, art' h\-n Chippe­
\,a~' pilll':' l'rll'\'('(l h,\' the 1Il,li:lIJ" bordering on L:lke :-;nperior, out of 
a dark l'!"""-.'.'T:\illl'(l "(ill\\,, (':t,.,il,\- \IT,Ij\~'ht and a,jlllittiI1~' ,,1' con­
siderable llli!lllient':,s of tl,'bil. UIlt' of tlll'~l', (Pht .. II . FI'", <)) ,- . b*-' 

mea::>urinc; six all'] a half inches long. consis~s of a quadrangular 
tub", from which ri,;C's the bowl in the shrlpe of a human head, of 
'.-ery ,],!lYllx-lik,.' aspect; and with \yhite beads illsl'rh,u for the eyes; 



OF THE OLD ANI) NEW WORLD. 41 

behind this an InJif1.11 seated 011 the gronnd holds his hands to each 
side of the head, (colo,.~al in proportion to him,) in fron t is another 
Indian seated on a chair, and before him stands a third figure lleatly 
carved out of the red pipe 'stone, while between them is a miniature 
barrel cut from It white stone found chiefly on St. Joseph's Island. 
All the figures ill e well proportioned and carved with ",lll,;ilerable 
mil}uteness of detail. Some of the details in this example-the 
chair and the barrel,-are obviously borrowed from European models, 
but the general design is purely Indian j the fig'lll'e:,; are further com­
pleted n'ith native head dres~l's uf feathers, and the whole conception 
and execution ,yell illu"trate the usual style, of the ll10re elaborate 
Chippt',yay pipe sculptmes. 

One of the most celebrated of these Indian pipe sculptors is 
Paoal1Jllcsna, or the :l!""'lier, an old Chippeway stilllivillg Ull the Gi'eat 
JLlIlitnnanin Island ill L,h· I-hll'(Jl1 j but more generally known as 
PI('(!h.fj/l,u'k{{: the Pipe l\Iaker, literally" he makes pipe"." Thou;;h 
brou~ht in contnct with the Christian lndinil" of the J/u/uII'r·)(}(t/!Ililll/, 

or l'1allitolllin hl:1I111" Dr. 0' 1'10ar;1 informs me that he re';lJll1tL·l,1" ad­
heres to the pagan creed and rites of hi" fatl:el'~, and l'co;j"ttl all the 
encroachments of ci\·iliz'ltion. His matct'iab are the illIlhl.'/lhrfil­

pa'cr:'YI(I/(IM)cck, or black pip~-"tone of Lake Huron, the /1'((7; be­
pwa7IfJunaldJ('ck, 01' white l';re-stone, pro('url'd on St .. Joseph's I::;Lmd, 
and the mi8kopll·ahgunaltbecl.:. or red pipe-st.one of the l'"ll;,':lll de 
Prairies. His saw, wi.th which tbe stone i" first rougbly blocked out, 
is made hy hil11self out of a bit of iron hoop, ~1l1d hi, other tools are 
correspondingly rude j nevcrthell'i-ls the WOrkmaI1Ship of £'uOall1llc.)lld 
shows him to be a master of his :Jrt. One of the specimens of his 
skill has been deposited by Dl' O':\£eara in the museum of Trinity 
College. Dublin, whicil, from the description 1 h:1\,0 recei,'ocl, appears 
to cOl'respono Yel'y closely to the example figured on plate II. 
Another of the Chippe\\"ay bLtl·k-,.;t,)])(, pipt.''' in Mr. ~\llan's collec­
tion is a square tube termillating in a hor:;e'~ head, turned back, so 11.5 

to be attached by its nose to tk' bowl of the pipe, and on the longer 
side of the tube two flo-nres are seated, one behinu tbe other, on the 

. b 

groUlld, with their' knees bent up, and looking towards the pipe bowl. 
A different specimen of the Chieppe\l"uy pipe, brought from tlie 
nortr.-,Ycst by lVIr. ILwe, i8 111adefrom the root uf a red deer's horn,' 
inlaid with l~ad, as in the red pipe-stone allcl limefltollo pipe:; al­
ready refelrecl to as made by the Chippeways, the Winnebagos, and 

the Siouxs. 
But the most remarkable of all the specimens of pipe sC'u1pture 
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pxecuted IJ\' the Indians of the north-II'e:;(, are those can'ed by the 
Babeen, or' big-lip Indians; so called from the singular deformity 
the.r produce by ill:wrtillC: a piee~' of wood into a :;lit made in the 
101yer lip. Till' Babeen ludians are found along the Pacific Coast, 
about latitlllle.j l·u 'W', and extend from the borders of the HIl,;:;ian 
llullliaion:; east-ward nearlr to Frazer River. Some of the customs 
of the D:ll',c"1l Indians a;· ... ~,·:lI,l·t,ly 1 ... ,,-; singular than that from 
Irill·UI.'" their name is lkrirt'tl; alld are Ik"'t'I'I'ill~ of minute cOlllpari­
::iOU "ith the olclce p]'adil""~ which II('l'taiuE'cl to t.hl' more civilized 
l·l",·ilill-; uf tile contillent. Tili,; i" e"I)I'('i~dll' the t':!'il' in relation to , ' 

theil'rite::' of tiepulturl', wlwl""in tlt"y m;1ke a ver.\' marked di"t1nc-
tiun l.H.:tll'('L'1l the :;l'XC';. Theil' i'l'ill.t!",; arc IH:lpIW,I in lIIat" and 
[,]al'I'll on all dl'l,:!tl':1 platlorm, 01' in a eanoe I'ai.-;t'd on )l1)1"", but 
thel' ililariald\ bul'll their male deal!. 

, , 

The pipes of the Rlbeen, and aL,;" of thL' Cbhm Illliians oceup:'-
in~~ the ll,';~"L"l\ll"in~ Yancoll\ er'" hland. al'e can'ed with tile utlll<)"t 

elab:)\'ah'iH'~', ami ill the Illol"t ,;il1~lll:tt' illlJ gl'uk'llue dc'\'ice-, from 
a ::iut't blue ch:",tdtll' or slab'. 

'1':l<il" form is ill part dptel'lniued b.\' the matC'rial, I,hieu is onl.I' 
(l1'(J('IIl':lu]e in thin :;lab,,; ~I) th<1t tltc· ~ellll'LIII'l':-;, 'Hought on both 
.,i,ll.'~, l'l"-".:-tlt a ,,')rt of donble }',l'i-l·l'ii"f. Fl'tl'll thi,. SillgllLtl' and 
gl""L"~qll" gl'UUPS are ,':lI·le,!. without allY apparent l'efeeence to the 
final d".,llll:ltion ur' the \I'holl' as a pipe. The lowel' side is generally a 
",traic!itL line, :Ind in tiJ" :;[1I'l·ill1l'n,.; [ lure' e,amined till'." lUeaSUI'I~ from 
tiro 01' tilt',·c, tu fifteen illl'heo JOLJi-!; ~o that in the;o;e the pipe-stem 
i~ int:luLled. A small hol].I\I' is l':Ii'll'II out of :-;0111l' Ill'I)l "lll[ill~ u:'n:l­
llwnt to "L'l'\'L' a.~ the bowl of tilt' l'iilL', and from the further l'll,l a 
jlL·t'J'uI·atiou i~ llriileLl to e,)l1l1ed with this, The 01111' addition made 
tu it ",hell in Il~l' i" the insertion of a quill or "trail' a~ :l month piel".'. 
o Ill' ut' tllL'~L' shell"n all PlatL' 11., Fl~" I" is from :1 dr:\\\in![ Ill:llll' 
b.1" :Jlr, Kane, during his I'e.,idelll·e :l1ll'Jll:; the Babeell Indian~. The 
ori,;inallll<':I:-ml'eJ :;I~\'en illche8 IUIl,g, Plate II L, is c -,pied from one 
uf the bi'gC:'~t aud lllust elaborate of the spt::cimens bruu:!'!tt back 
with him; it nwusure:3 nl':tI'I\' tifteen int:he:; lUII~, au'l ::iupplie,; a 
highly L·II:lI'IL'l"J'istil' example of Ihbeeu art, 

Mc:'''l·';. ::i<juier nud j);lli::l conclude their relllll'ks Oil the "L'ulp­
tUl'l'S of tile mouuels, b,l' o]y,-;"l'ring: ., It i.~ 11lJ:ll'L'I.'::l:;;U'\' tu "a\' more 
than that, :I" works of al't, the:' are illlllll':lsllrahh' b81:011el al~l"thin" 
\\'hit:11 the ~ orth American InLliaus are kl1uII'n t~ pr~duce, e~'L'll a~ 
this Jay, with all tlte ,",u;,:g('::itiOllS of Europc:m art, and the aclran­
tages a1fol'llerl by steel ill"tl'Ulliellt~. The Chinooks, nucl the Indiaus 
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of the north-western coast, carve pipes, platters, and other articles, 
with much neatness, from slate. We see in their pipes, for instance, 
a heterogeneous collection of pulleys, cords, barrels, and rude human 
figures, c\'idently slJggellted by the tackling of the ships trading in 
those sea~ ...... The utmost that can be said of them is, that 
they are elaborate, unmeaning carvings, displaying some degree of 
illgenuit,L A much higher rank can be claimed for the l\!ounc1-
sculptures; they combine taste in arrangement with skill ill WorlUll:lll­
ship, and are ti\ithful copi .... s, not distorted carieatures, fl'om nature. 
So far a~ ficlelity is c"!Ill"'l'ned, ll1:my of them dc.,;el·ve to rank by tlie 
side of the best elforts of the arti:st-naturali:sts uf our own du.\', "'J:' 

This descriptiw comparison with the arts of the Indians of till' 
north-west C():J,:;t is based, as the illustrations given here (Plates 
II. and III.) suffice to show, on deductions drawli from the examina­
tion of specimens \'el'y different fwm those which have been brought 
from the "altle localities, or investigated in the handt! of the nutire 
sculptors, and nlJl'iouslv conlltitute the true illustrations of Indian 
skill and artistic desig~. In addition to these, howe\'er. among the 
varied collection of Indian relics brought by :'Ill'. Kane from the 
north-west coast, there is one of the ingenious examples of imitati \'e 
skill referred to by ::111'. Squier, \yhich was procured on Yalleollver's 
Island. But while this exhibits evidenee of the same sl,illful 
dextel'ity as the other carYings in the blue pipe-slate of the ClalulIl 
and B:tbeell Indians, it presents the most striking contrast to tllem, 
alike in design and style of art. It has a regulal' bowl, imitated 
from that of a common clay pipe, and is uecomteu with t\yisted ropes, 
part of a ship's bulkhead, and other objects-including even the 
head of a sCI'ew-nail,-all equally tuuilinr to us, but ,,·hieh no doubt 
attracted the eye of the llati,'e artist from their novelty. Yery 
different from this are the genuine nati\'e pipes, Tltey are composed 
of varied and elaborate devices, includiug human figures, some of' 
them ,dth birds' and beasts' heads, and freqnently pl'l·~entillg con­
siderable accuracy of imitative !'kil1. The frog is 11 favourite subject, 
represented generally of the same size as the accompanyillg human 
figures, but \rith a very spirited and life~like verisimilitude. In SOllle 
of the larger pipes. the entire ~roup presents much of the grotesque 
exuberance of fancy, mingled with imitations bOlTowed direct 
from nature, which cOll~titute the e!larm of the Gothic ecclesiastical 
sculptures of the thirteenth centur:-. The figures are ~rouped 
together in the oddest varieties of posture, and ingeniousl,\' interlaced, 

• ~Ionl1mcnts of the ;\Iississippi Yalley, p, ~i~. 
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and connected by elaborate ornaments; the intermediate spaces being 
perforated, so a::l to gire great lightness of appearance to the 
"'hole. But though well calculated to recall the quaint products of 
the medieval sculptor'~ chisel, sn f:tr are these Babeen carvings from 
l'ugge,.ting the slightest resemblance to European models, that when 
first examining them, as wen a" specimens in bone and i':nry from 
tlw same localit:. ,.-and still more so, some iro1'.\- car,-in.!:!s e~;ecuted 
by the T:1watin Indians on FI';[z.'r rti\-cl',-I was struc kwith certain 
resemblances to the peculiar ~:t'yle of ancient :Mexicall Art. Such 
rec<emblallces may be fitnciful or accidental. To me at least they 
were suggested by no prccom:eirec1 theory of Mexit::lIl migration, a~ 

inyesti.~:\tions in anotheL' direction have inclilJed me to adopt idi:.'u:,; 
eren less s:l.~~e~ti':(' of ,.;ueh t 1l:lil those geneJ'nlly set forth by 
American ethnol"gi"t>'. Blit '.\'hile the sculptured l:a],eol1 and Cla­
lam pipes cannot be compared to ::lome of the more faitllful imitations 
of objects of nature from the nl(,lIuds, they f'urni . ..,h Yery noticeable 
proofs of imitative skill, and Hl'<l ,yell worth,f of ('()ll",id~I'atiol1 as 
specimens o[ 1l10Jern natire 'alt, \I-hieh, if found in t;ll' ancient 
mounds, would haY(~ exeitel no Ie:>:> \Y0nd",r and :lllmiration than 
many of the relic;; ti:;lll',·rj from alllong theil' di"clo~U1'{-:~_. 

But there is nnuther COnClll.,loll, of morc W'llel'al application, 
;",uggc>-:ted to ;:1(' by th(',:e Thl:wcn sculptures. Tlwy nrc llv"erYillg 
of "pecial consiclel'ation, from iliuolkating, ill some rc"pt'd" the ju:;t 
method of indlldi\'c hi,.;tory, as derin'd fl'OIll :lll('i('nt rc1i''::5_ Stl'llck 
with the di:-<('repalll~y which ereI',\' careful ilwestig:l(Or of the sulij"et 
mllst Dotiee betw'een the elah.lrate art of the fillor ,;enl ptuL'es, 
and espcciall.V t1t(' pipe'heaJs ,.f the mounds, :lllll allY other tmces 
of the skill :md ci\'ilizatillll of tllt'il' builders, ~Ir, H:m:'l1 a,,::;ames a 
foreign ol'igin fOl' all Slll'h sculptm'l'';, \\'hil", othCi'S ha\-e illt"'.'(!"l'd fL'OID 

them a n[ltiYl~ ciYlliz:ltion ill tlH' \I i~~i~"ippi 'and Ohio Y ~lky", c.;rl'es­
ponding in all respects to these isobtc,l examples of :irt ~ jll';t. as, 
ti'om ~ rude but gratl·ful GI'l'\,k '-a"(', \ye can iilfel· the taste of a 
Calliel'ah·" 01' a Phit1ia~_ But it is important to 11 IJtt' , that whilt' the 
J3abeen sculptor exec-utes a piece of pipe-carving :-;,) elabol'ftte ancl 
ingeniom; as ju.-:tl.\- to ('xcite nUl' ""OlHler and admiratioll, it fUl'Ili"hes 
no test of his general progress ill arts or ciyilization, for, on the con­
trary, he is ruder and mOrt' iudiifel'(~nt to the refinements of dress 
and decoration th ill many Inc1i:tn tribes who produce no such special 
('samples of ingenious skill. ~ollle of the conclusions which such 
facts sUg'fe:;t will, I :,u"pcct, be fouud applic:i.ble to not a f,~w' of the 
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deductions derived by European arcbreologists from isolated examples 
of primitive art. 

The pipe, however, which presents so many and characteristic 
forms, among the Indian tribes of the far we:;t, whate,er may have 
been its importance in ancient times, is no longer tbe special olJ.ic(·t 
of sacred associations. It is to the pipe-stem that tlw modern 
Indian attaches that superstitious veneration which among tLe 
Mound Builders would appear to have pertained to the pipe itself'. 
The medicine pipe-stem is the palladium of the tribe, on which 
depend~ its safet.y ill peace and its 8U("Cl~"~ in \Yal', and it is accord­
ingly gW1l'lled with all the veneratioll, an'l Sllt'l'OlllhlL'l[ with the 
dignity, befitting so sacred an institution; while ill its Use in the 
war-council, or in the medicine dancL', so long as the PI'()i'('l' and COll­
secrated pipe-stem is employed, it matter:; not \\hethel' the pipe itself 
be of the richest caning of 'which the ],('u stone of the cuutcau des 

prairies is susceptible, or be the begrimed ~! lll1li' of a traJ,-,l"S Euglish 
.. clay." 

The nwdicine pipe-stern carrier is accordingly an office of great 
dignity in the tribe, and its holder is endowed with special, though 
some,rhat burdensome, houors nllfl pl'i\'ill"~p,;. ..:t highl,l" ornamental 
tent is provided for his l1";P, and frequently he is required to have so 
many horses [Iii r('rt.l, 'l'~ the office even more onerOll:; than honuur­
able. A bear-skin rube i" sd apart for Wl'ilpping up the medicine 
pipe-stem, when carril~d, and for laying it Oll w~ile expobcd tv view. 
When wrapped up ill its coverill!.;', the pipe.stem i" usually tarried 
by the favomite wife of the di!,iui.tary, \yhile he himself bears in his 
hands-aud not llnfrequently 011 hi:::! head-the medicine howl, out of 
which he takes his food. But th0Llgh the ~a'_'l'ed pipc,.:;tcm i~, almost 
invariably hOI'lle by the wile (,f the Illdian dignitary, it is never 
allowed to be uncovered ill the 1'1T.";CJ1l'C of a woman, and should one 
even by chance ea"t hel' eyes ')11 it when thus C\1';-''';'''1. it~ virtue:-l 
('an only be restored by a tedioll~ ceremony, de:;iglwd to cOllnteract 
the evil effects and to propitiate the ill suited spirit.. If the stem i~ 
allowed to fall to the O'round whether desi!!nedly or fl'OI1l accident, it 

t)' OJ" 

is in like manner reO'arded as an omen of evil, and Jl1all v elab:lrate 
~ , 

ceremonies bare to be gone through before it is reinstated in its 
former favoul' and beneficent illf111l'IlCL'. ~Ir. Kane met with ft young 
Cree balf·breed who confessed to him that, in a spirit of' daring 
l:1cepticism, he had once secretly till'own down tIll' medicine pipe-stem 
and kicked it about; but soon after its official ealTier was slain, and 
such misfortunes followed as left no doubt on his mind of the a"ful 
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sacredness pertaining to this guardian and avenger of the hcnor of 
the tribe. The sacredness "hich attaches to the medicine pipe-stem 
pertains in part also to its bearer. Many spf1ciaI honors are due to 
him, and it is even a mark of disrespect, and unlucky, to pass be­
h-een him and the fire. 

At Ji'ort Pitt, on the Sascatchewan Ri\-er, l\:fr. Kane informs me 
that he met ,yith Kea-Keke-Sacowaw, the head chief of the Cree 
nation, then engaged in raising a \\"ar party to make war on the 
Blackfeet. He had accordingly el('\-en medicine pipe. stems with 
him, gathcl'('(1 from the diJl"erent bands of the tribe who had already 
enlisted in the cause, and ('aeh committed to him by the medicine­
man of the baud. ;\TlIled with these sacred credentials, he proceeds 
through the elll'alllp!llent:; of hi" lIation, at tended by a ti.:\\' of his 
own immediate follower". but without the pipe- stem bearers, ,yhllSe 
r:ghts and pririleges l'ai," for the time being to the chief. ,Vllen­
eyer he comes to an l'J1Campment he cal's on tlw bran'~ to asselllble, 
tdb them he is getting up a war party, re('ount:; to them the 
unavenged \\ron!,;"" of the tribe, recalls the names of those slain in 
former feurls with the Bbckfel't, and appeaJ,.; to them to join him in 
reH'llgillg theil' death. Thrnughout sueh an oration the tears stream 
down the ehE'I!li:" of the excited orator, and this is ~tyled "crying for 
war." Un suell occa"ions the medicine pipe-stems are not unco,ered, 
but J11'. Kane hu\'ing permaded the Cree Chief til sit for his por­
t rait, he witnl',,"l'd the Cer('lIlOny of "opening the medicine pipe­
"tem," as it i" called, and during- it,.; progress had to smoke each of 
the eleven pipes bef'lre he could be allolyed to commence his work. 
His spirited portrait reprE'5enis the g-rim old chief: decorated ,~ith 
his war-paint, and holding in his band thp- medicine pipe-stem, 
elaborately adorned with the head and plumes of an eagle. 

III the grave Cl'I'Clllony of opening the medicine pipe·stem, the 
Crees make usc of a novel addition to the tobacc/l, It is procured 
from the leaves or tibre8 of a specil's of cedar or spruce, which, when 
dried and burnt, yields a wry plea,;illg f'r:Jg-rance. A handful of 
this was thrown on the fire ill the middle of the room, and filled it 
,vith the fragrant smoke, and some of the same was sprinkled on the 
top of the tobacco each time olle of the medicine pipe-stems \\'as 
lIsed. 

All this ceremonial, and the peculiar sanetity attached to the pipe­
stem, apart from the pipe, are spe(,ial characteristics of the Hed 
Indian of the North ,rest, of which no trace is apparent in the 
"iugular memorials of the ancient ~\Iound Builders, or in the seulp-
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tures and paintings of Mexico. Throughout the whole elaborate 
illustrations of Lord Kingsborough's great work it is difficult to 
discover a trace of Mexican usages connected with the tobacco-pipe, 
and in no one can I discern anything which appears to represent a 
pipe-stem. In volume IV, ,plate 17, of a series copied from a 
Mexican painting preserved at Pass, in Hungary, a figure coloured 
as a black carries in his hand a plain white pipe, already referred to 
as somfwhat of the form of the larger clay pipes found in Cauada 
and in the State of New T ork, a'1d from the bowl rises yellow 
flames. On plate 57 of the same vobme, copied from a l\lexican 
painting in the Borgian Museum, in the College of the Propaganda 
at Rome, -may be seen another figure, holding what seems a small 
clay tobacco pipe, from wheuce smoke proceeds. One or two other 
pictures appear to represent figures putting the green tobacco leaf, 
or some other leaf, into the pipe, if indeed the instrumellt held in 
the hand be not rather a ladle or patera. But any such illustrations 
are rare, and somewhat lmcertain; and it appears to be undoubted 
that the tobacco pipe was not invested in Central America with anv 
of those singular and sacred attributes which we must beliere tOo 
have attached to it among the ancient Nlound Builders of the 
Mississippi Valley; and which under other, and no less peculiar 
forms, are reverently maintained among the native tribes of the 
N orth-West, constituting one of the most characteristic peculiarities 
of the American aborigines, and one well deserving of the careful 
study of the Ethnologist. 

Assuming it as a fact, demonstrated by a variety of independent 
evidence, that the singular practice of smoking narcotics originated 
among the native tribes of A merica, and was commuuicated for the 
first time to the Old World, after its discoyery by Columbus, it 
becomes a subject well worthy of consideration how rapid and 
unil'ersal was the diffusion of this custom throughout the world. 
Not unly have Europe and Asia, in later times, disputed with 
America the origin of this luxurious narcotic art; but travellers 
who return from the mysterious tropical centre of old Africa find 
there, in like manner, the use of the tobacco pipe, among tribes to 
whom the sight of the first white man is strange and repulsive. 
Such facts are worthy of very careful consideration by the Ethnologist. 
They prove how fallacious is that mode of reasoning, which, in treat­
ing of the natural history of man, takes no account of the predomi­
nating influences of reasoD, intellect, and experience, as manifested 
even among the rudest savages; and seeks to apply the same law to 
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man as the lower animals. They serve also to illustrate the indirect 
means by which the influences of a remote civilization may be 
extended, and thereby to explain some of the singular coincidences 
with which the Archreologist is familiar, in the traces of widely 
dit1'usec1 primitive arts. 

The daring traveller Charles .T ohn Andersson, the first explorer of 
the country of the Damaras, in his "Lake N gami," furnishes the 
follo,dng interesting account of the African use of the 1yeed : 

"The HilI·Damaras sub&ist chiefl~ upon the few wild roots wllich their sterile 
neighbourhuod produces. 1I1u~t of them, however, manage to raise a little 
tobacco, for which they have a perfect mania, and wldch tbry ,"alue nearly as 
much as the nC('cE5[lri,'s of life. 

"Th~y also cultivate' dacka,' fir hemp, not as with u~, fur its fibre, but for the 
sake of the young leayes and seed,::, w:,ich C,cy use as a substitute fo!' tohaceo, 
and which i~ "f the most intoxicating and injurious c!':ll'acter. It not unfreqUl'ntly 
I,appens, ill>leed, that those who indulge too freely iu the use of this plant are 
affected by di~cage of t~.e bmin . 

.. The manner in which the Hill-Damaras smoke is widely different from Hindll, 
.Mussulman, or Christian, Instead ot simply inhaling the smoke, anu then imme­
diately letting it escap~, either by tbe mOll' hOI' nostlil, they swallow it deliber· 
ately. The pl'{lcess is too singular to be pa5sed un:r without notice. A small 
quantity of watel' is put illto a large boro,-usually of a Knodoo,-three or four 
feet long A short cby pipe, filled either with tobacco or dacka, is then introduced, 
and fixed vertically into tile side, near tbe extremity of the narrow end, com­

mnnicating with the interior by means of a slilall ap'el'ture, This being done, the 
party present place themselves in a circle, observi:Jg d~ep silence j and with open 
mouths, and, yes glii'tclliug with delight, they allxiou~ly abidc their turn. The 
chief man usually has the honor of elljoyil'£' the first pull at the pipe. From the 
mOIl1(Dt that the orifice of the hol'll is appli",l til his lips he seems to lose all 
c0nsciousness of everythi ng around him, and becomes entht'ly absorbed ill the 
enjoyment. As little or no smoke escapes from his mouth, the effect is soon 
sufficielltlyapparent, His featurcs become contorted, his eye glassy and vacant, 
hi~ mouth covered with fmtll, his whole body convulsed, and in a few seconds he 
is prostrate on the ground. A little water is tben thrown "vel' his body, proceeding 
not unfrequen t 1." from the month of>l frienu; his hair is violently pulled, 01' his 
head unceremoniously thumped with the hand. The~e somewhat disagreeable 
appliclltiolls usually h:we the effect of restoring him to himself in a few luinutes. 
Cases, however, have been known where the people have died on the spot, from 
overcharging their stomach~ with the poisonous fumes. 'fhe Ovaherero use 
tobacco in a similar mauneI', with this d:iferencE' o!lly, that they inhale the smoke 
simply through short clay pipes, without using watel' to cool it, which of Course 
makes it all the more dangerous." 

It "Would seem, alike from the American and the African modes of 
using the tobacGo or otber narcotics in smoking, and no less so from 
the Chinese and }Halay employment of opium in a similar manner, 
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that the primitiYe me of sHch among all races has beell attended 
with gross intempen111ce. The inference, therefol'l', is pr0bnl'l,Y not 
an illf'gitimate one, y:hich nscrib~s the ;;mall "izc of the oldest 
British tobacco pipes, Ilot to the econOlUl' ,l]' moderation of Eliza­
bethan nnd Jacobite smokers, but l'athel' to their praetj~in;.!: the 
nicotian nrt in clo~e imit.atioil of its wild forest originato]",. ']'his 
is nowhere morc curiously and discriminatingly indicated than in its 
prescription for the cnre of the mental disorder treated of by the 
quaint author of " 1'he ~l1atOln y of ;\ 1 elancholy ," nimself eridently 
a lover of the weed: "Toba<:(:o, divine, l'H 1'l', supcrexcellent tobaceo, 
which goes far beyond all 1,he panal'e"", putablc gold, awl philo­
sopher's stones, a ,,()vereign remedy to all diseasn.;, ,\ good vonlit, 
I confess; a virtuous herb, if it I):' ,,"el1 qualified, opportunely taken, 
and medicinally used; but as it is commonly abused 1,' lllO::;t m(~lI, 
which take it as tinkers do aJe, 'tis a plaguI.", a mischief, a violent 
purger of goods, lands, health; hellish, devili::lh, and daillIwd tobacco, 
th~ ruin and overthrow of bod." and soul !" Such a descrip~ion of 
the extent to which tobacco was "commonly abu~ed," in the early 
part of the seventeenth cent1ll'.'- (W:21) is ouly explicable by such 
modes of' partaking of it ;I" :;till preyail among t':t vage tt'ibes, for 
scarcely even the grossest excesses of the modern 1"IIloker aDd che\rer 
would admit of snch terms of denullciation, 

The growing size of the touacco pipe, as it approaches the era of 
the Revolution, indicates the introd uctiOll of a contemporaneous 
nicotian revolution also, ,,,hieh adapted the pipe of the Iudian 
medicine-man to the philosophical reveries of' an Engli"h Newton; 
and within a century from Zacharie Boyd's association of tobacco 
with the dissipation ;f " The ,,-ine pint," enabled the t!vvout author 
of the "Gospel Sonnet,," to superadd to these his '. Smoking 
Spiritualized: inserted as a propel' subject of meditation to smokers 
of Tobacco; the first part being all Old :'Ileditatiol1 upou smoking 

-Tobacco; aud the second a new addition to it, or Improyement of 
it."'" In his" improvement" of hill text the grave divine indulges in 
nicotian similes, such as, from less reverent hands, would seem 
profane; comparing the "naughty foreign weed" to ., the plant of 
great renown," to "Jesse's flower" and "Sharon's Hose!" and 

* "Gospel Sonnets, or Spiritual Songs, in six parts, concerning Creation and Redemption, 
Law and Gospel Justification and Sanctification, }<'aith and Sense, Heaven and Hell, By 
the late Rever~lId Mr. Ralph Erskine, Minister of the Gospel at Dunfermline." lily 
eopy is the 25th Edition. Edinhurgh, 1797 :-a suffirient evidence of the popularity which 
this work once had, 

D 
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.. The smoke, like bUl'Jling i llCt';'l;:(~," til del'out pmyel'; closing each 

stamm with the refraill : 

"Thus think, and "!Ioke Tohacco," 

III this the fillll'ifulm'Jl'rrlist "improl'ed ,; 011 an old SUIl!:',', which 
has been teaced t" the ear:.r part of the ~evellteenth century, and is 
still preserved On more than olle BI'O:1l1"il k uf dates as eady at least 
as WiO and IG7~, In the fOl'IlH.'l' of th('~(' it berm; the initials "G. 
W." supposed to be tho.:;e of Georgi' \\'ither, ,yho is reputed to 
have found "ob:l' in thl' lllXlll',Y it t'l'lebrates. This unlucky puritan 
pud, who diel} in 1UG7, is srritl h,\' his unloving biographer, Anthony, 
A',Yood, to ha\'!' Olrt,a hi" life, on IIlll' occasion, to a bOil-mot of a 
witty poetic rival, ~il'.r Ohll ]): '1l11:1ill Till' royalist -as the author 
of the ;\.THEX.I: OXoNIE't':-;rs relates-owed a grudge to the captive 
poet, 81)111l' I)f his f,tmil,\ l'sbtl'~ hal'ing gut into ,Vither's clutches. 
XCI'(,l'tlJdes~, he modestly PI':1,\t'll his -:\L.i"ot,v not to hang him, for 
so long as 'Wither lil',·rI, he C';ir John J)"nham) would not be ac­
counted the \Yor,~t puet ill BlIgland! Sotwithstnnding thi,.: slur 
on 'Wither'::; poetic l'qJUtc, tlw song has eyidently l:'lljoyed grent 
and enduring popularity, :,,;; is pruyed by numerous variations, 
and the gradual modcl'l1izing Ill'OCl'"'' it hn,,; gone through, The 
yersion of it whil'h furnisl1l:s ;1 text I' 01' the Hc'Y. Ralph Et'i'kinc, 
betrays the touches 1)1' n moderll hand; but in ;t" general form it most 
near!,\" re8embles the Bl'oHlbillc of IG7~, "ith iile :1iltique fhwour of 
which the~e "t,.h,v,·') fUI!W,.," lillY iitl\' C,!1:I1" rlwil' eom'kding 
whiff: 

The InJia'l weed. witlj -'J'~d 4'lite. 

thecn at noon, cut uown a', ni,c:'ht, 
~Ile\\,.; thy d"C:1Y ; 

"\11 flesh is hay, 
Thus thillk, thl'U drilll' ,(,IJ;ICeU, 

The pipe (hilt is ,0 Iil.l' white, 

Shows thce tv be ,~ mlli'tal wight; 
Evell as such, ' 

GII"tl at a tOUGh, 
Thus think, thell ul'iul-: tul>aG(''', 

And when the smoke ascenus u;: high, 
'1'hiuk thuu l>ehold'st the ,'anity 

Of worluly stuff, 
(;'one at a puff; 

Thlls think, alld drink tobacco, 
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And when the pipe grows foul within, 
Think on thy soul defiled with sin; 

And of the fire 
It doth require; 

Thus think, then dl'ink tobacco. 

The ashes that are left behind, 
May serve to put thee still in mind, 

That unto llust 
Return thou must; 

Thus think, then drink tovacco. 

5:!. 

Most of the foregoing p~tge.; were already thrown off when the 
Gateshead Observer, of June 6th, 1857, reached me, \vith the follow­
ing notice of proceedings at a meeting of the Society of ~.1" ntiquariL'''; 
of Newcastle-on-Tyne. It Dlay very fitly be appended as a note 
to this sketch, as sufficing to show the latest views of my friend, Dr. 
Bruce, on the antiquity of pipes and tobacco. It will be ticen that 
he still speaks of the miniature Elfin pipes as medil'l'Irl; but ,;ubse­
quent remarks seem to indicate that by this term he me:lns the l'l'a 
of Queen Elizabeth, if not indeed that of the Revolution, though 
neither of them would be generally recognised :1.<; pertaining to the 
province of the medieml hi"turian. 

~C A l'APLl~-UF TOI:.\l'L'U," 

"Dr. Bruce saill, whelJ the circular cpn\'cnillg the Illectillg was i8slIed, there 
was no paper in pruspect, and he had therefure writttn a short onc, not anticipating 
the many interesting communications which had filled up the m.'eting so agreeably. 
His papel' was on the subject of the <,Iay-pipe~ ncc'l~ionally fouIltI in ,itnatiow; 
where we should only expect to nIH1 remains ,,1' a tilll!' long alltt'rior to tllllt "f 
Sir WaltE'f Raleigh. To tllis subject hi.; attcntion hall been turned, \\'ithin the last 
few days, by a letter ret'eived by the Treasurer (;'.lr. Fenwiek) [I'om a mutual 
friend-Dr. Daniel "\Yii""n, of Toronto. The Doctnr wrote .-' "'hat s"ys Dr. 
Bruce to the Homan tobacco-pi p('~ now! Tell him r ba"e gut a crow to pluck 
with him for that. I get quoted frum his pa~,'s, allli held rc"ponsii)l.) f"r much 
more thr.n I ever thought, said, ur mcaut to say. Let him look-out for a lIli,;,ive 
from the land of tubac co.' The l'a"age referl'ed to. ill his (DI'. lkuce's) second 
edition of' The Roman Wall,' had. C'llJ'ivu,ly <,,,,.ngh, anll vexati,.ldy enough, been 
more quoted and translated, perhaps, than ally u(II"I', It askcll if smokiug pipes 
must be numbere<l among Roman relllaill9-S11Ch pipe-, (some of the ordinary ,;iz .. , 
others of pigmy dimensions, wiLh intermediate sizes,) having- been fount! in RO~lau 
stations, in close association with remains of undoubtcd Ruman origin, Dr. WIlson 
was quoted on the subject, where, in his Archreology of Scotland',he speak:; of 
"Celtic," ., Elfin," or "Danes'" pipes, occasionally fuunll under c,lrcumst~nces 
raising the supposition that tobacco was only introduced as a super~ol' substttut,.' 
for older narcotics Dr, Bruce produced several specimens-oue, It tillY bowl, dug 



from a deptl1 of ten feet, in 1854, at the back of the ASBl'mbly Room~ of Newcastle, 
where, when a sewer under the Yicarage House was in course of construction, he 
was 011 ill~ look-out for remains of the Romal] Wall. fn the Antwerp Museum, 
such pipes are f'xhibited as Roman antiquitics; and some were fonlld neal' the 
fonndatiull' (,I' the Wall of Roman Londou, when laid bare in 1853. Still, to Dr. 
Wilson's Transatlantic inquiry: • \Vhat says he to the Homan tobacco pipes now l' 
he had to reply. 1ktt he feared they wel'(j iJut medieval, and, moreover, of n late 
(late. He would briefly ,tal,~ the gl'OUlHIs of this eonelusioll : -1. They were only 
met with, here alit! thNe, in epunection wilh ItoUlall remains; while in eve\'Y 
Roman station, all the kinds of pottery lIsed by the Homans we\'e inv'lriably 
found.-2. ~o traces of the practice of smoking presclIted themselve~ ill classic 
autbors.-:3. Ancient herbals contained no notice of any v<,getable uscd for smoking 
with pipe~.-1. These old pipes, laid togetll~r, exhibited a \'egular gradation in size, 
from the fairy bowl to the pipe ,,1' thc present day.-5. Elfin pipes were fou~d 
some few )'l';\r8 ago at Hoylnke, in Che3IJire, "n the .oi tc where- the troops of 
William III. were encamped previous to theil' embarkation for Ireland; on the 
battle·field of Boyne at Dundalk; and in other parts of Irclaud where William's 
trol'pS were qual'~(,i'(,ll.-· With respect,' >aid one of his (Dr. Hl'uee's) re\'iewers, 
'tu the little tobacco;pipe bowls,we lllay oboeI've that their comparatively dimillu­
tin size may be well explained by the fact that, in the time of Queen Elizabeth 
tob:1CCIl was sold at five guinea, tIl<' ')UlICe, and that, in aftertimes, those who 
indulg",J in the eXlwn,;j \'(~ luxury of smoking tobacco, Wl're accnstomed, iu buying 
it, to throw fh"e shilli!l'; pieces into the opp",;itc scale.' He (Dr. Bruce) feared, 
then, that the Elfin pipes-the Fair.)' pipes-the Dane,' pipes-must be plaeed in 
the same C:ltf'.~Ory with-' Sel"erus' Wall!' 

" .\.t the conclusion of the papl'l', :'.II'. E. Spnvl' ~t:tted that he had seen turned up, 
in lmildiug opcrations, hundreds of pipes t')gcthcr, smaller than any of those on 
the table, l1f'a I' the town walls of Newcastle." 

:Frolll this it appear" that the lcal'lled author of "TilE ROML~ 
\V A.LI,," llO longer accords to his mural Legionat·,Y the luxury of a 
pipe; and the defence of this vellerable classic institution must be 
resigned to the more chivalrous at'chtt'ologists of the Continent, aBd 
especially to the Antiquaries of .\ntwerp, where Elfin tobacco-pipes 
are ::;tilJ exhibitpd as Roman relics; and among whom, we trust, 
still survi\"es some collateral dei:icendant of the venerable and praise­
worthy Aldobraud Oldpnhuek, the happ}" progenitor of the Lair!l of 
Monkbarm; ! 
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