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PROCEEDINGN OF THE CONVENTION

OF

Free and Accepted Alasons,

HELD AT
THE ¢ITY OF HAMILTON, . W,
On the 10th day of October, 5855.

—_———— e ————

At a Convention of Delegates from the Lodges of
Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, held at the
Masonic Hall, Hamilton, on Wednesday, the 10th
day of October, 5855, in conformity with a summons
issued under the following Resolutions passed at a
Meeting of Masons, held at the Clifton House, Ni-
agara Falls, the 19th day of July, 5855,

When 1t was REROLVED :

That a Convention of Delerates be held at Hamilton on the 2nd Wednes-
day in October next, for the purpose of considering the expediency of
establishing an Indepeuient Grand Lodge of Canada, and to proceed with
such matters as may be deeted most desirable for the benefit of Masonry
in this Province. .

It was likewise RESOLVED :

That the: Secretary be instructed to address a communieation, embodying
the foregoing Resolution, to every Lodge in the Provinee, inviting and
urging upon them to be properly represented at that Convention,
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The following Lodges were duly represented by their properly
qualified Officers :

Brockville Lodge o .ovviueveanninnneaernraans Brockville.
Niagara Lodge. .. cocvvnviiniannnieinnirenrenns Niagara.
Union Lodge .. .ovvernnieaiiieneee cnnennnanees Grimsby.
Norfolk Lodge. .. ooeniinnvnveervinnennescinnnens Simcoe.
Nelson LOAge. e oo vveevrerneriannenomnnerenaseens Clarenceville.
St. Andrew’s Lodge .. .ooiiiiiieeniiiiiiiieaaes St. Andrews.
Golden Rule Lodge. ......coeeer cvvvnnnnacennns Stanstead.
St. George’s Lodge .....oovvennn et ««.Montreal.
Zetland Lodge ... cvvvrivrneranninnenaeonns . .Montreal.
Barton Lodge...oouverneviianiiiiinaraaneenns Hamilton.
Dorchester Lodge .. ..vvoeevetinninnnrannecnnenns <t. Johns, C. E.
Prevost Lodge. .. ...ovveiniennenaiininenee e Dunham.

St. George's Lodge ... vviiiieiniiiiiiiaaaiaen St. Catherines.
Lodge of Striet Observance .... ........... .+...Hamilton.
Amity Lodge.....cooviiiiieii i, . Dunnville,
Composite Lodge.......coovvueeiionenn seees.- Whitby.

St. George'sLodge. .o vovuiiiieieiiiiiiiiiaanns London.
King Solomon Lodge ................. ceararanann Woodstock.
St. Lawrence Lodge.....coovuiinieiiinennnen Montreal.
Great Western Lodge.... .......... PN ‘Windsor.
AcaciaLodge........coiiiiiiiiiiiiaaanees .. .Hamilton.
Shefford Lodge. .. .o vviiviiiiiiiii ittt Waterloo.
Hoyle Lodge ..o ovvi ittt i Lacolle.

St John’sLodge ... ot e Hamilton.
Independent Lodge ......ovvviieniiiiieiiieninns Quebeec,
Lodge of Social and Military Virtues.............. Montreal.
Wellington Lodge.........covvevit vvvnniiant, Dunnville.
Hawkesbury Lodge ...........coieviiinian, Hawkesbury.
St.John’s Lodge . .....oooviiiiieiiii it London.
King Hiram Lodge........ ..., Ingersoll.

St. John's Lodge.......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin . Cayuga

St. Thomas Lodge....o.voien ciiiiiiiiinaena... St. Thomas.
BrantLodge....ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnean.. Brantford.
Vaughan Lodge................ . Cee eveeen e Vaughan.
Wellington Lodge.......o.oiiiiiiiiiin i, Stratford.
Harmony Lodge .......ovvviiiiii i iuea,., Binbrook.
Brighton Lodge. . ..........cooiiiiiiiiiaL . Brighton.

St. Andrew’s Lodge ......ooviiiii i, Quebeec.

King Solomon Ledge . ..., Toronto.
Prince Edward’s Lodge.........coovviiii it Picton.

Thistle Lodge. . .ovvvvitrniniiiiiiinnineanaaann .Amherstburgh,
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T o . . N N .
The Convention was opened at alt:past four o clock, PO, with
solermn prayer.
Vo WL Br. 0 Magill, (Past Provineial Grand Junior Warden,)
was called npon to preside.

V. W, Be, Thomas B Harris was requested to aet as Neeretary,

On the recommendation of a Conmnittce appointed to consider
rules and redulations for the government of the Convention,—the
rules and regulations for conducting public business, contained in
the Book of Comstitution of the Grand Lodge of England, wore

; ; 9
mulatis weutondis, unanimonsly adopted.

On motion of V. W, Br. Wi, M. Wilson, it was unanimously
;1g1'«-('(1 that each Lodece l‘epl'usvlﬂml at the Convention, he entitled
to three votes,

It was moved by VoW Bro W M. Wilsone seeonded by
W. Br. Dr. Fenwick, and unanimously adopted :

That the following Brethren be o Committee to prepare Resolutions for
the adoption of this Convention :—Thomas B, Hurris, ). Brown, D. Curtis,

Wi, M. Wilkon, A, Bernard, Dr. Lundy, W. G Stephens, G, Railton, W. L.
Stmpson, Richard Bull, and John Osborne.

The Convention adjourned till seven o’clock, P,

The Convention vesumed its sitting at haltopast seven Po M.,
VoW, Br. €0 Magille presiding.

The Committee appointed to prepare Resolutions for the adoption
of the Convention, submitted the following premuble

W hereas, the existence of Lodges of Tree and Aceepted Masons,
in this Provinee, hailing from three several Grand Lodges, is a

system productive of much evil to the Cratt ereating a diversity of

interests and allegiance,—an absence of harmony inaction and work-
ug, perpetuating loeal and national teelings, and thus estranging the
afleetions of Brethren, whose order knows no country and is con-
fined to no race s and,

Whereas, the Benevolent Funds of Canadian Free Masons, small
as they are, are constantly taxed to reliecve needy Brethren from
Furope, while our resources are donbly drawn upon by contribu.
tions to the Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, and to the Pro-
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vincial Grand Lodges of Canada, thus creating a constant drain upon
those funds, from which but little return can ever be expected ; and,

Whereas, the distance between Canada and the Grand Lodges
of England, Ireland and Scotland presents a very serious difficulty
in regard to the necessary correspondence, as well as the prompt
receipt of Warrants and Certificates, which have been delayed for
months, and in some cases for years, greatly to the inconvenience
of the Fraternity in Canada: and,

Whereas, important communications, and cven remittances of
money, have been suffered to lie for years in the Grand Secretary’s
Office of England, without the least acknowledgment of their having
been received in due course, hrethren being compelled to leave the
Province before they could receive from England the certificates
for which they had long previously puid : and,

Whereas, the communications of the Provincial Grand, Lodges
of Canada to the Grand Lodge of England,—though respectfully
and masonically expressed, especially when in the form of petitions
or remonstrances, have been treated with silent contempt, their very
receipt remaining unacknowledged : and,

Whereas, the Provincial Grand Masters of Canada and their
Deputies are not appointed by, and are entirely irrespousible to the
Freemuasons of Canada, being the mere nominees of the Grand
Lodges of Great Britain,—the members of which can know but little
of the state of the Craft, or the Masonic position of individuals in
this Province : and,

Whereas, whilst the Provincial Grand Lodges ave thus rendered
irresponsible to, and independent of the Craft in Canada, experience
has shown that they are unable to secure from the Parent Grand
Lodges, that attention and respect which are due to their position.

Therefore be it RESOLVED :

That in order to apply a remedy to the evils,—to form perfect fraternal
union and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquility, provide for and
promote the general welfare of the (raft, and secure to the fraternity of
Canada all the blessings of Masonie privileges; it is expedient, right, and

our bounden duty to form a Grand Lodge of Canada.
It was moved, in amendment, that the following words be added

to the Resolution :

And that the same be now organized, but that the Working thereof be
h 1d in abeyance until the action af the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland
and Ireland be made known on the subject.
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On a division, the amendiment was negatived by 38 Lodges to 3.
The original motion was then, after due consideration, carried with
one dissentient,—the dissenting brother desiring it to he under-
stood that his dissent was caused from the absence of full instruc-
tions from his Lodge ; he individually expressing his hearty con-
currence in the original resolution,

It was then moved by W, Br. (i L. Allen, seconded by W. Br.
Wm. Bellhouse, and unanimously adopted :

That we, the representatives of regularly warranted Lodges here in
convention assembled—

ResoLve:

That the Graud Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,
be, and is hereby formed upon the ancient charges and constitution of
Masonry.

On motion of W. Br. Oshorne, seconded by Br. J. 1. [saacson,
it was unanimously resolved :

That a Committee be appointed, consisting of W, Brs. W. M. Wilson,
W. C. Stephens, R. Bull, Dr. Lundy, A, Bernard, T. B. Harris, Dr. Duggan—
with power to add to their number, to prepare Rules and Regulations for
the government of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

On motion the convention adjourned till Thursday morning, at
cleven o’clock.

Tuurspay, 11th Oct. 5855,
The convention resumed its sitting at half-past ten o’clock A.M.
V. W. Br. C. Magill, presiding.
The Committee appointed to prepare rules and regulations pre-
sented their report.
It was moved by Br. A. 8. Abbott, seconded by Br. Taylor, and

unanimously resolved :

That the Draft of Constitution, now read by the Secretary, be, and is
hereby adopted as the Const tution of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

On motion ot W. Br. Abbott, scconded by Br. J. B. Butler, it
was unanimously adopted :

That Rules and Regulations having been adopted, the Convention pro-

ceed to the election of Grand Officers, to hold office until the 2nd Wed-
nesday in June, A. L. 58506,
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The following officers were declared duly elected.
M. W. Bi. W Mercer WiLsox, (+. M.
R, W. * A. Bervarp, D. G. M.
« w - W, (L Steeneys. DD GOML WD
« o« ¢ WL R. Siesox, DL DL GO DL
« o« o« AV, Eapex, D.D.GOMLE D,
« « « Ricnarp Briy, Sex. GoWL
o wow Jayms DasieLn. Jox, GOWL
« w +  Rgv. Dr. Luspy, G, Chaplain.
w w = Wy Berunousk, Go Treasurer,
« w0 T B Harkas, Gl Seeretary.
The Grand Master clect, was pleased to muke the tollowing
appointments.
V. W. Br. Rev. (5. Scorr, Ass. (5. Chaplain.
« v () MagitL, Sex. G, D,
« Gro. L. ArLes. Jux. G D,
« 0T Isascsox, Asst. Gl Reeretary,
« Pros. Dracax. G S0 of Works.
-1 Osporyg, (10 DL ot Ceremonies.
VoW, - G R Fexwiek, Asst. G Doof C
“ J. W. Harpnraxn, G S B
“ W, T. Tuomas, (. Organist,
“ (Geo. W. PoweLL, (. Pursuivant.

V. W. «.l. R. Holden,
“ J. . Batler,

“ JIno. Morrison. Grand Tvler.

g» G. Stewards.

On motien of W, Br. Tavlor, sceonded by W, Br. James
Danicll, it was wnanimously adopted :

That every Lodge concurring in the formation of the Grand Lodge of
_Canada., ghall have authority granted them for the purpose of continu-
ing their work, and that some reasonable time be wentioned therein, to
enable them to make out the retwins to the parent Grand Lodges ;md

should they fail to fulfil this encawement, then all protection fron
3 ! g . th
Grand Lodge of Canada will cease P r e

On motion o' W, Br. Jlax. Dantell, seconded hy W. Br. W. B
Simpson, it was resolved:

That a Committee be appointed to revise and amend the Rules and
Regulations, and to report at the first annual Communication.
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The following were appointed the Committee -

V. WL Brs. WL €. Stephens, R. Ball, Dr. Lundy, C. Magill, Thos.
B. Harris, Wm. Bellhouse, Dr. Duggan.

Moved by Br. Dr. Lundy, seconded by Br. Taylor, and adopted :

That a Committee be appointed to assist the Grand Secretary on the
Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge, and thal the purchase of the
Grand Lodge Regalia, together with the books and all other necesaries, he
confided to such Committee.

The following Brethren were appointed :

V. W. Brs. Stephiens, Ludy, Bull.

On motion of W. Br. A, Bernard, sccouded by W, Br. W, B,
Simpson, and nnanimously adopted :

That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and of the Craft in
general, are eminently due, and are hereby tendered to the Brethren of
Hamilton, for the indefatigable zeal and perseverance which they have
evinced in devising the best means of establishing the Grand Lodge of
Canada, as well as for their generous hospitality to the Brethren from a
distance.

It was on motion of W. Br. Lundy, scconded by W. Br. Simp-
son, Resolved :

That the Seal now produced be used for temporary purposes, and that a
new one be procured by the Committee on Correspondence.

On motion of W. Br, Bernard, sceonded by W Br. Win, Bell-

house. it was unanimously adopted :

That the Grand Secretary be instructed to request all Lodges under the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Canada to forward to him, at an early
day, the number of their Warrant and the date of their formation, duly

authenticated.
The Convention was adjourncd, to meet at $ o’clock on Friday

morning.

Frivay, Oct. 12, 5855,
The Convention resnmed ifs sitting ot o quarter past five
ocloek, P. ML
In consequence of V. W, Br. C. Magill having declined to accept
the office of (irand Senior Deacon, the Grand Master elect ap-
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pointed W. Br. Geo. L. Allen to be Grand Senior Deacon, and
W. Br. Thos. Perkins to be Grand Junior Deacon.

On motion of W, Br. Richard Bull, seconded by W. Br. J. R.
Holden, it was unanimously adopted :

That the Grand Master elect be requested to name three members of the
Grand Lodge as a deputation to proceed, with as little delay as possible,
to the residences of such Grand Masters or Past Grand Masters as may be
most convenient, for the purpose of inviting them to this Grand Lodge, to
install the M. W, Grand Master elect.

The Grand Master appointed the following Brethren such depu-
tation :
W. Brs. A. Bernard, W. C. Stephens, Thos. B. Harris.

The Convention was adjourned with solemn prayer.

Fripay, November 2. 5855.

The Convention resumed its sitting at 6 o’clock, P. M.

PRESENT.
M. W. Br. W. M. Wuson, G. M., elect.
R. «“ « W. (. Srepuexs, D.D.G.M. -«
“ o« « R, Brie. G. Sen. W, "
“ ¢« James Daniern, G, Jun, W, -

Rev. Dr. Luspy, (. Chaplain, ©

W Beiunousy, G. Treasurer, *

Tros. B. Harris, . Seerctary,

Voo« “ Hesry Grisr, (. Sen. ])L‘:l(‘(,ll.l, pro. tem.
Tros. Perkins, (i, Jun, Deacon,

Jonx Osporng, G. Director of Ceremonies.
Dr. Ducean, G. Supt. of Works.

“ % “ J R. Hovpen, G. Steward,

JonnN Morrison, G. Tyler,
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BRETHREN.
Br. D. Benepicr. Br. IR. BENNEK.
“ AW, . Park. “ J. A, Bruce.
“ ), Rocerson, < J.E. Dawwvs.
«“ J. B. ELLson. “LJas. Syt
“ W, (3, ("RAWFORD. “ T, (. BRownsoux.
* (', NorTON. “ L. RosENBAND.
Wt T. Tuowas. “  ArpeErT DREY.
() MacrLy, “ () Keuy.
M. Davis. AL L Quimsy,

“ Joun Avsrin, “ [ ¢ CHiLLyAN,
« J. R. SKINNER. “ WL Muewnoemn.,
T. T. RoE. = A. RaxpaLL.

“ 3, I Taomas, “ Giro. NIXON.

Geo. VANDYKE,

And other visiting Brethren.

The deputation appointed to proceed to the residences of such
Grand Masters as may be deenmed expedient, to invite one or inore
of them to assist at the installation of the Grand Master of Canada,
report

That they had proceeded to IDhetroit, and secured the services of the
M. W., the Hon’ble IL. T. Backus, Past Grand Master of the M. W., tho
(irand Lodge of the State of Michigan, who was in attendance, and ready

to proceed at once to the Consecration, Installation, and Investiture, of the
Grand Officers of the GGrand Lodge of Canada.

The M. W. Br. II. T. Backus was introduced, and took his seat
on the Throne.

The M. W. Grand Master and the Grand Ofhicers elect of the
Grand Lodge of Canada were then presented.

The M. W. Past Grand Master, H. T. Backus, performed the
cerenionies of conscerating the Grand Lodge of Cimada, and installed
the Grand Master, and invested and installed the Grand Officers
in due and ancient form.
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The Grand Marshall declared :

That in the name and by the authority ot the Antient Constitu-
tions of Masonry, and the proceedings of a Convention convened
pursuant to the same,

[ proclaim this new Graud Lodge by the name of The Most
Worshipful the Grand Lodge oft Ancient Free and Aceepted Masons
of Canada duly constituted.

On motion of R, W, Grand Scnior Warden. seconded by R W,
Grand Junior Warden, it was unanimously

REsoLvED :

That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are due, and are hereby tendered
to the M. W. Br. the Hon’ble H. T. Backus, for his fraternal kindness in
consecrating this Grand Lodge, and installing the (irand Master of Canada,
;md tl:ie impressive manner in which that importaut ceremony was per-
ormed.

The M. W, Grand Master then elosed the Grand Lodge in ample
form, with solenm prayer.,

THOS, B. HARRIS. ¢LS.
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GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

At the first annual communication of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient. Tree and Aceepted Masons of (uanada, held at the
Masonic Hally in the City of Hamilton, on Wednesday the 9th
day of July, A. L. 5856. A. D. 1856,

PRESENT.

GRAND OFFICERN.

The Most Worshipful Br. W. Mercer Wilson, tirand Master
on the Throne,

R. W. Br. A. Bernard, Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. Br. W. C. Stephens, District Deputy Grand Master,
Western District.

R. W. Br. W. B. Simpson, Distriect Deputy Grand Master,
Central District.

V. W. Br. Charles Magill, Grand Senior Warden, pro. tem,

1. W. Br. James Daniel, Grand Junior Warden,

R. W. Br. Rev. Dr. Lundy, (irand Chaplain.

R. W. Br. Wni. Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. Br. T. B. Harris, Grand Secrctary,

V. W, Br. (3. L. Allen, Grand Senior Deacon.

V. W. Br. Henry Crouse, Grand Junior Deacon, pro tem.

Br. Dr. Duggan, Grand Superintendent of Works.
V. W. Br. John Oshorne, Grand Director of Cercimonies.
V. W. Br. J. L Isaaeson, Assistant Grand Secretary.
W. Br. W. T. Thomas, Grand Organist.
V. W. Br. J. W. Powell, Grand Pursuivant.
Br. John Morrison, Grand Tyler.
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PAST MASTERS,

W. Br. Geo, Powell, W. Br. Jno. W. Baine,
W. Br. Hiram Fulford, V. W. Br. C. Magill,
R. W. Br. W, B. Simpson, R. W. Br. W. C. Stephens,
R. W. Br. James Daniell, R. W. Br. Thos. B. Harris,
W. Br. A. 8. Abbott, W. Br. Elisha Gustin,
“ ¢« Joseph F. Rolfe, « « David Brown,
“ ¢ Geo, Duncan, R. W. Br. Rev. F. J. Lundy,
“ «  Joseph Cornick, R. W. Br. Wm. Bellhouse,
“ ¢ Thos. Fletcher, W. Br. H. B. Bull,

R. W. Br. A. Bernard.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with solemn
prayer.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master appointed the following
brethren a Committee on Credentials :—R. W. Brs. Simpson,
Daniell, and Harris :

The Committee on Credentials reported the following represen-
tatives of regular Chartered Lodges, present, also the officers of
the undermentioned Lodges under dispensation, whom they recom-
mended to be admitted, and allowed to take part in the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge.

NORFOLK LODGE, SIMCOE.

H. Crouse, W. M.; G. W. Powell, P. M.

SUSSEX LODGE, BROCKVILLE.
Samuel Ross, W. M.; H. Fulford, P. M. ;
W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M., . M.
PRINCE EDWARD'S LODGE, PICTON,
David Barker, W. M.
ST. JOHN’S LODGE, LONDON,
James Moffat, W. M.; A, S. Abbott, S. W.; Wm. Daniell, J.W. ;
Joseph F. Rolfe, P. M.; James Daniel, G. J. W., P. M.
GREAT WESTERN LODGE, WINDSOR.
George Duncan, P. M.
THISTLE LODGE, AMHERSTBURG,
William Bungay, W. M. ; George Gott, J. W.

WELLINGTON LODGE, DUNNVILLE.
D. McIndoe, W. M.; D. McSwain, 8. W.
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ST. JOHN'S LODGE, CAYUGA.
John Robert Carroll, 8. W.

ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, ST. CATHARINES.
Thomas Fletcher, P. M.

LHARMONY LODGE, BINEROOK.
Jeremiah Taylor, W. M.; John Brown, % 1,

ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, MONTREAL.

A. Bernard, D. G. M., P. M.

LODGE OF MILITARY AND SOCIAL VIRTUES, MONTREAL.
A. Bernard, D. G. M.; Proxy for W, M.

ZETLAND LODGE, MONTREAL.
John H. Isaacson, Asst. G. Sec., W. M. ; John Martin, J. W.

LODGE OF STRICT OBSERVANCE, IIAMILTON.
John Osborne, G. D. of C., W. M.;
William Bellhouse, G. Treas., P. M.

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, HAMILTON.
John F. McCuaig, W. M.; John W. Baine, P. M. ;
W. T. Thomas, G. Organist, J. W.

THE BARTON LODGE, HAMILTON.
H. B. Bull, W. M.; Charles Magill, P, M. ;
Richard W. Thorne, J. W,
ACACIA LODGE, HAMILTON.
W. C. Stephens, D. D. G. M., W. M.;
Dr. Duggan, G. 8. of W.. 5. W.; T. B. Harris, G. See., J. W.
GOLDEN RULE LODLGE, STANSTEAD.
Elisha Gustin, P. M. (Proxy.)
PROVOST LODGE, DUNIIAM.
David Brown, P. M. (Proxy.)
UNION LODGE, GRIMSBY.
J. Wesley Lewis, W. M.; Andrew Randall, 8. W
Rev. Dr. Lundy, G. Chaplain, P. M.
KING SOLOMON'S LODGE, TORONTO.
James E. Smith, W. M.; Joseph A. Fisher, J. W.
SHEFFORD LODGE, WATERLOO.
E. Gustin, Proxy for W. M.
VAUGHAN LODGE, MAPLEVILLE.

James Bowman, Proxy for W. M.

BRANT LODGE, BRANTFORD.

George W. Malloch, S. W.
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LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

ST. ANDREW’S LODGE, CALEDONTA.
Dr. William McPherson, W, M.; William Waugh, 8. W.
William A. Spooner, J. W.; Jos. Cornick, . M.

8T. JOHN'S LODGE, INGERSOLL.

John Patterson, 5. W.
KING LODGE, KING.

James Bowman, W. M.

KILWINNING LODGE, LONDON. .
William Muir, W. M.; Donald MeDonald, Proxy for 8. W.;
Dougald McInnes, Proxy for J. W.

ALMA LODGE, GALT.
Norman Booth, S. W.

REIOBOAM LODGE, TORONTO.

G. L. Allen, W. M.; E. R. O'Brien, 5. W.

JACQUES CARTIER LODGE, MONTREAL.
J. H. Isaacson, Asst. G. Sec., Proxy for W. M.

ST. FRANCIS LODGE, MELBOURNE.

A. Bernard, D. G. M. (Proxy.)

VICIORIA LODGE, SHERBROOKE.

A. Bernard, D. G. M. (Proxy.)

On motion of R. W. Br. Bernard, the Report of the Comunittee
on Credentials was unanimously adopted.

Worshipful Brother David Brown was introduced, and presented
his credentials as representative of the Most Worshipful the Grand
Lodge of the State of Vermont, which the Most Worshipful the
Grand Master was pleased to receive and confirm.

The minutes of the Convention held on the 10th day of October,
5855, at which the Grand Lodge was established, and on the 2nd
day of November following, when the Grand Lodge was consecrated
and the Grand Master and Grand Officers were installed and in-
vested, were read and confirimed.
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<

The Grand Master then read the following
ADDRESS:
WorsnipruL BRErREN Axp BrETHREN,

Nine months have passed away since the hrethren met in this
cify in solemn convocation, for the purpose of taking into their
most serious consideration the state and requirements of masonry
in this Province: the result of their Iabours was the establishment
of the Grand Lodge of Cimada. It is unnecessary now to refer to
the doubts which agitated the minds of the brethren as to the
necessity and propricty of the step which was ultimately decided
on, after a long and anxious discussion on the various important
points the question involved, and when after a caveful rescurch
into precedents, the light of truth directeld us, withont violating
any of our obligations, but acting in strict conformity with the
true spirit of them all. to that great result which will be remnemn-
bered with gratitude by all future generations of Canadian Free-
masons, and looked upon as the dawn of anew era of masonic
prosperity in the Province.

Whilst we have much cause for deep gratitude to T. . A, O,
T. U, for the large measure of success that has already rewarded
our zealous labours in the cause of nasonry, our path has not
been frece from difficultics and ohstacles.  In hoth seetions of the
Province there are some brethren, who, disregarding the claims of
charity and brotherly love, have aspersed the integrity of our mo.
tives and sneered at our carnest clforts to advance the interests of
our common cause, and unmindful alike of justice and truth, have
characterized us as traitors to the ovder.  But actnated by the
true spirit of masonry which has, and 1 trust ever will direct the
actions of this Grand Lodge, your officers have steadily persevered
in the conscientious discharge of the inmportant duties entrusted to
then, to remove the unfounded prejudices of the ignorant, and to
correct or to defy the opposition of the violent; the manner in
which they have performed their arduous duties merits your
warmest approval, and 1 trust that the Lodges will continue to
afford them their united and carnest support, to ensure the per-
manent prosperity and dignified position of the Grand Lodge.
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There are many matters of interest and importance to be
brought hefore you at this communication, and your prudent ac-
tion thercon will secure the future harmonious working of the
Grand Lodge.  You are fully alive to the necessity of approach-
ing the discussion of those matters in a proper masonic spirit,
keeping prominently in view that the aood of the craft is the ob-
jeet to which our efforts are divected, and 1 fecl assured that, how-
ever we may individually differ in opinion as to the hest method
to be adopted in order to sccure that great end, we shall never for-
get that as brethren it is our especial duty to work together in
harmony, peace and unity.

The amended constitution comes hefore you as first in import-
ance, and I am satisfied that the Grand Lodge will cordially join
with me in saying, that we feel deeply indebted to those brethren
who have devoted so much time, care and ability to the compila-
tion of that importaut work. 1 would here refer in an especial
manner to the valuable services oft R. W. Bro. Stephens, in that
and other matters ; his advice and co-operation have been of the
greatest importance to our cause, and I have ever found him ready
and willing to afford both. At my suggestion printed copies were
forwarded to every Lodge for careful consideration, and that the
brethren might offer suggestions of such alterations as they thought
desirable; these suggested alterations have now been re-consid-
ered, and the document as amended will he submitted for your
adoption.

Since the last meeting of the Grand Lodge I have officially
visited nearly all the Lodges in this part of the Provinee, and in
every instance my reception was most kind and fraternal. I would
take this opportunity of earnestly imprescincr upon those brethren
who may hereafter fill high positions in the Grand Lodge, the ne-
cessity and importance of paving frequent visits to the subordinate
Lodges, which will not only have the effect of drawing still closer
the bonds of brotherhood. but will also satisfy those brethren
whose lot has been cast in the more distant and less settled parts
of the Provinee, that we take a decp and lively interest in their
masonic welfare and happiness, and that they are indeed members
of that great mystic fraternity which has endured for ages and
cxtends its benefits to the remotest regions of the world.
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In the course of my masonic tour [ observed with regret that
there existed a great diversity in the working of the various
Lodges, and concciving that one uniform system of worl is essen-
tial to the well-being of the craft, T would strongly recomnmend to
your serious comsideration whether that ohject would be hest
secured by first deciding which system of work now in use shall be
permanently adopted, and then pronmlgating it by Lodges of
instruction, or by appointed lecturers, or by any other means you
may approve.  Before quitting this subject I would suggest that
the Committee which you may appoint to decide on the mode of
work to he followed by the craft in Canadie should be requested
also to take into consideration and report upon the propriety of
adding the = Mark ™ to the “Fellow Cratt’s™ degree. It has long
been my opinion that the * Mark ™ is not properly a part of the
“Arch” degree but helongs to the second degree, and o similar
view of the subject appears now to have been taken by the Grand
Lodge of England as well as by several other Grand Lodges,

The subject of numbering onr subordinate  Lodges will also
claim your attention during the present session.  This s a matter
of some importance, and though not unattended with difficulty, t
entertain no doubt but that a carcetul investication of the subject
by a Special Committee will result in a satisfactory conclusion,

[ desire warmly to congratulate yvou upon the promypt and hearty
recoguition accorded us by the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of
Ireland.  As a large nwnber ot the subordinate Lodees now afh-
liated with this Grand Lodge were formerly  working under war-
rants frony the Grand Lodge of Treland, the action of that Girand
body was looked for with much solicitade by us all; and the truly
fraternal manner in which the expression of our masonice teelings
was reciprocited by thewn, binds us still eloser in that bond of
brotherly love which I trust will remain unbroken and unstrained
so long as the sun and the moon shall enduare,

A number of Grand Lodges in the United States, also, have al.
ready, in the most fraternal spirit, acknowledeed the correctness
of our masonic position, whilst a few others have delayed their
recognition, out of comrtesy to the Grand Lodge of Eugland, wait-
ing until an opinion had been expressed by that Grand Lodge, |



922 GRAND LODGE OF CANADA,

am not disposed to condemn the extreme caution exercis?d by that
portion of our sister Grand Lodges in this matter, but will merely
sav that whilst the Grand Lodge of England is looked up to by
Canadian asons with sentiments of the highest respect and re-
ward, and whilst her approval of the step we have taken will be
hailed by all with delight and satisfaction. we do not for a moment
admit that her decision in the matter can in any way aflect the
legality of our position.  The correctness of our course has been
clearly demonstrated by many of” the most distingnished and best
informed of masonic writers and authorities, and  although by
some parties our procecdings have been condenmed, I have neither
met with nor heard of a single instance in which any but worthless
and specions arguments have been adduced against the correctness
of our action, or our present constitutional position.

The present meeting of the Grand Lodge has been deferred be-
vond the appointed tinne, in the hope that I should have been able
to Ly before you the reply of the Grand Lodge of England to our
Addresss I regret, however, to say that up to this time no com-
munication hax heen received.  We must, therefore. confidently
hope that the true spirit of masonry which has ever prominently
distinguished the Grand Lodge of Tngland. will so direet their
counsels at their next mecting that they will approve of the action
we have taken for the seeurity and henetit ot the craft in this Pro-
vinee, reciprocate the sincercly fraternal teelings we entertain
towards them, and recognize with cheerful satistaction their sister
Grand Lodge ot Canaila. T would strongly recommend that until
the decision of’ the Grand Lodge ot England shall have been re-
ceived, the conrse which has hitherto been pursued towards the
members of those Lodaes which have not vet afhliated with us
should be perseverad in, and that we should continue all fraternal
offices o those brethren whose conseientious seruples have de-
terred them from at onee joining us in the establishment ot an in-
dependent. Grand Lodge, fecling assured that when the justice of
our cause has become fully anderstood, the Grand Lodge of Canada
will unite under its banuer the whole masonie traternity of the
Provinee, ‘

T ohserve by the report oft the procecedings of the Grand Lodge
of New York, in June lust, that M. W, Joseph D, Evans, the
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Grand Master, in his address to the Grand Lodge, stiomatizes us
as a spurious Grand Lodge, and pronounces us schismatic and
rebellious, e even goes farther than this; and presumes to cen-
sure the action of those distincuished Grand hodies who have ac
knowledged our masonic existenee and position as an independent
Grand Lodge.

We huve strong reasons for believing that the course taken by
Bro. Evans was induecd by o circular recently issued by the Pro-
vineial Grand Lodee of Canada West, whercin it is asserted that the
statements contained in our Address to CGrand Lodges are not horne
out by facts; and this charge. or rather ingeniously arranged mis-
representation, supported by further misrepresentations of partics
well known to you to he actuated by personal and intevested motives,
and to he the agents of the Provineial Grand Lodge, has doubtless
misled the Grand Master of New York, I trust we are warranted
in the conclusion that the observations of Dro. Evans were made
i ignorance of the principal facts commeeted with our reeent move-
ment, for it would, indeed, be painful to me to adopt
the only other alternative and believe that any staternent of a
Brother holding the high position of Brother Evans amongst the
masons of New York, could have been made with an utter disre-
gard of truth.

The circular ot the Provineial Grand Lodge is the first case that
has come hefore me of any one having openly dared to dispute
the truth of any statement contained in our Address, which, with
a desire that our case should hecome thoroughly known, was ex-
tensively circulated all over this continent.  The first T knew
of the cxistence of the cireular, which appears to have been care
fully concealed from us, was a few days sinee, when a distinguished
Brother, a leading member of the Grand Lodge of South Caro-
lina, informed me that such a circular had been addressed to
them. Since my arrival in this city a copy has heen put into my
hands, and it will presently be laid before yon.  Had it not becn
for this evidence I would not have believed that the ¢ Officers ™
who still cling to the Provincial Grand Lodge would have
descended to calumniase our proceedings, which they well know
to have been taken on calm reflection, with strictly conscientious
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motives, and in perfect accordance with the principles of the Con-
stitution of” Freemasonry. ‘

In addition to the 2,000 miles which [ have travelled exclusively
on masonic business, in the Provinee, sinee our last meeting, I re-
turned last week from a visit to Kentueky, which involved a jour-
ney of 2000 miles more. | visited the Kentucky brethren on
their special invitation, and with a desire to make the acyuaintance
of the leading members of our order in the neighbouring Repub-
lie, and I canmot find words to express the gratification [ expe-
rienced from the kind and fraternal weleome with which I was
received, and the pleasure and advantage 1 derived from the
interconrse with the brethren with whom it was my good fortune
to nweet.  These honors and attentions I received as your repre-
sentative, and it gives me great pleasure to communicate the fact
to you.

[ desire to reconmend to yvour tavorable consideration that im-
portant undertaking to which our distinguished Brother Robert
Morris has devoted so much time, ability and capital. [ allude to
the republication of standard masonic works, By the lahor and
enterprise ot Brother Morris in placing within the reach of all a
tund of masonic information, not only in the publication referred
to, but also in the valuable periodical conducted under his auspices,
a flood of masonic light has heen bestowed upon the eratt, of
inestimable benefit to the masons of the present day, and which
was quite unknown to our masonic progenitors.  There are many
other masonic periodicals deserving yvour warmest support, and
brethren desirous of hecoming  intellicent working inasons should
avail themsclves of” the opportunity of acquiring the valuable in-
formation thus placed within their reach. T eaumot quit this subject
without expressing thegreat pleasure Lexperienced on the receipt of
the first nunmiber of” an ably conducted masonie sheet, published in
Montreal, under the title oft The Canadian Muasonic Pioneer.—
The spirit and enterprise displayed by our Montreal brethren in
originating this periodical, entitle them to the gratitude of the
craft 5 and, well knowing that it is to he conducted by some of the
best informed masons of the Province, we may look forward with
confidence tu its becoming an invaluable disseminator of masonie
light and truth.
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Before concluding my Address [ desire to express my high
appreciation of the valuable services rendered to the Grand Lodge,
and to the eraft generally, by our esteemed brother the IR W,
Dr. Bernard, the Deputy Go Master. His unwearied exertions,
his untiring cnergies, his talents and his thine have been freely and
cheerfully devoted to advanee the interest of the Grand Lodee,
and entitle himm to our gratetul thanks. I these remarks 1 feel
assured that 1 express the feelings ot the Grand Lodge.

W, M. WILSON, (i, M.

On motion of 1. W, Bro. Stephens, seeonded by RO W, Bro,
Bellhouse, the Grand Master appointed  the following brethren a
Committee to consider and report on the various subjects embraced
in his Address,

. W. Bra. Stephens. V. W, Bro. Oshorne, W, Bro. Abbott,
Bro. O'Brien and Bro. Martin,

Dispensations granted by the Grand Master for the following
Lodges were then confirmed and warrants ordered :—

On motion of Ro W Bro, W BL Simpson, sceonded by RoW.
Bro. James Daniell—

FOR ~T. A.\'DRE\\'.S LODGE, CALEDONIA,

W. Bro. Joseph Cornick, W, M. ;
W. Bro. William M«¢Pherson, S. W.;
W. Bro. William A. Spooner, J. W,

On motion ot R. W, Bro, James Dandell, seconded by V.o W,
Bro. J. H. [saaeson—

FOR KILWINNING LODGE, LONDON,

Bro. William Muir, W. M.,
Bro. William Gore Chambers, 3,W .
Bro. F. W. Thomuas, J. W.

On motion of W, Bro. J. Rolfe, sceonded hy W, B, Bro.
Abbott—

FOR REHOBOAM LODGE, TORONTO.

W.Bro G. L. Allen, W. M. ;
Bro. Edward Roby O’Brien, = W.;
Bro. Wm. Henry Pardy, J. W.
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On motion of R, W. Bro. . Bernard, sceonded by R. W. Bro.

Simpson—
FOR ST. FRANCIS LODGE, MELBOURNE.
Bro. James Atkinson, W. M.;
Bro. W. A. Thomson, 8, W.;
Bro, William Montgomery, J. W.
On motion of V. W. Bro. Isaacson, seconded by Bro. Martin—

FOR JACQUES CARTIER LODGE, MONTREAL.

Bro. John W. Haldimand, W. M.;
Bro Leander Franchere, Jr., 5. W.;
Bro. Rodolphe Lafammae, J. W.

On motion of V. W. Bro, J. I. Isaacson, seconded by W. Bro.
D. Barker—

FYOR ST, JOlL\"S LODGE, INGERSOLL.

Bro. John Galliford, W. M. ;
Bro. John Patterson, S, W
Bro. John Fursman, J. W,

On motion of R. W. Bro. James Daniell, seconded by W. Bro.
Rolte—

FOR KING LODGE, KING.

Bro. James Bowman, W. M.;
Bro. Isaac Smelsor, 8. W. :
Bro. William Watson, J. W.

On motion of W. Bro. David Brown, scconded by W, Bro. J.
Taylor :— ‘

FOR ALMA LODGE, GALT.

W. Bro. Hiram Fulford, W, M.;
Bro. Norman Booth, 8, W_;
Brother Amilius Irving, J. W,

On motion of R. W. Bro. Ninipson, sceonded by W. Bro. Sal-
moni— ‘

FOR VICTORIA LODGE, SHERBROOKE.

Bro. J. S. Watson, W. M. ;
Bro. Arnold Lindsay, 8. W, ;
Bro. John J. Boyd, J. W.

A petition from brethren in Kingston for a warrant to form a
Lodge to be called the Cataraqui Lodge, was then read, and on
motion referred by the Grand Master to a Committee consisting
of R. W. Bros. Bernard and Stephens, and V. W. Bro. Isaacson.

The Grand Lodge was called from labour to refreshment.
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The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 8 o’clock I’. M.,

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne.

The following Report from the Committee appointed at the Con-
vention on the 12th of October, 5855, to revise and amend the
Coustitution of the Grand Lodge of Canada, was then read.

REPORT.

Your Committee beg leave to report that. after carefully con-
sulting the various masonic authoritics, and well weighing what
appeared to thein the wants of the fraternity in Cimada, they have
compiled, and now offer tor the consideration of your Grand Lodge
the accompanying amended constitution,

The amended Constitution, as sabmitted by the Committee, was
then considered seriufim, to page 26

The Grand Lodge was then called off from labor to retreshinent
to meet at 10 o’clock the following morning.

Tuuvrspay, 10tn JuwLy.

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 10 o’clock,

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne,

The consideration, seriafine, ot the amended constitution was
proceeded with and concluded.

On motion of RAW, Bro. Simpson seconded by W, Br, Fulford,

The constitution of the Grand Lodge of Canada, submitted by
the Connnittee, and as amended by the Grand Lodge was unani-
mously confirmed and adopted, and ordered to he entered on - the
minutes, and to be printed as the constitution of the Grand Lodge
of Canada.
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada.

WE, Tur Grano Lobce oF AXCIENT FREE AND ACCEPTED
Masoxs or Canapa, in order to form perfect fraternal union, to
establish order, to ensure tranquillity. to provide for and promote
the general weltare of the Craft, and to secure to the Fraternity of
Canadie, al) the blessings of Masonie privileges. do ordain and es-
tablish this Constitution,

OF THE GRAND LODGE.

1. The style and title of the Grand Lodge shall he—

“The Grand Lodge of Aucient Free and Aceepted Masons of
Canada.”

2. The Officers of the Grand Lodge shall he respectively elected
or appointed. as hereinatter provided. and hold their offices tor one
year, or until their successors shall have been regularly elected or
appointed.

The clection and appointment ot all Officers shall take place at
the Annual Communication, when all Officers ot the Grand Lodge
shall he duly installed or invested, and proclaimed in ancient form.

3. The tollowing Oflicers shall be elected, viz:

By ballot ot the Grand Lodge,

The Most Worshipful the Grand Master.
“  Right “ Deputy Grand Master,

[13 . 113 N . M T
Gorand Nenior Warden.

(13 6 [ .. 3 T

Junior Warden,
e 13 m “ B

Chaplain.

13 [13 [13 g
I'reasurer.

3 [13

. ¢ b Registrar,

13 . 33 )

T Necretary,
By an open vote of the Grand Lode

The Grand Tyler.

[\
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By the representatives of the Lodges of the respective districts
present at the Ammual Communications, subject to the confirmation
of the Grand Master.

The Right Worshiptul the District Deputy Grand Master.

4. The following Officers shall he appointed by the Grand
Masters, viz:

The Very Worshipful Grand Senior Deacon.

“ “ “ “ L Junior Deacon.

“ “ “ ¢ Superintendent of Works.

w w - *  Dircctor of Ceremonies.

u o “ Assistant Grand Direcetor of C'eremonies.
“ooo # Assistant Grand Seeretary,

. b ¢ Grand Sword Bearer.

o “ “ Oraanist.

“ e “ Assistant Grand Organist.

“ o *“  Grand Pursuivant.

Eight Very Worshipful Cirand Stewards.

5. The Grand Lodge shall consist of the Elcctive and Appointed
Officers (exeepting the Grand Tyler) mentioned in - the two prece-
ding articles, with all Past (irand Officers, continuing to subseribe
to a Lodge; the Masters and Wardens of all Private Lodges
(duly returned,) and all Past Masters (duly returned) being sub-
seribing members to a Private Lodge.

7. Should neither of the representative Officers, or Past Masters
of a Lodge, attend any communication of Girand Lodge, such
Lodge, by a vote of the Lodge, properly certified by the Worship-
ful Master and Seeretary, and under seal, may delegate any other
brother entitled to a seat in Grand Lodge to represent their Lodge,
but no brother can represent more than three Lodges.

The Rank of Ofticers and Menihers of Grand Lodge, shall be
as follows :

The Grand Master.
Past Grand Masters, in seniority.
The Deputy Grand Master.
Past Deputy Grand Masters.
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District Deputy Grand Master, London District.
« « “« “ Hamilton “
« « “ « Toronto “
« “ “ ] C'entral “
« “ “ “ Montreal “
“ w“ “ u Eastern Townships “
« « “ - Quehec “

Past District Deputy Grand Masters,
Grand Senior Warden,

Past “ “
Grand Junior Warden.
Past * “ ¢
Grand Chaplain.
Past « “
Grand Treasurer.
Past « ¢
Grand Registrar,
Past « “
Grand Secretary,
Past « “
Grand Senior Deacon.
Past = “ “
Grand Junior Deacon,
l)il-\'t . “ 113
Grand Superintendent of W orks,
Past « w o
Grand Director of Ceremonies.
Past « w “
Assistant Grand Secretary.,
Past  « « “
Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.
Past ¢ “ “ “
Grand Sword Bearer.,
Past - “ .
Grand Orgunist,
Past « “

Assistant Grand Organist.
Past “ 13 [13
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Grand Pursuivant.

Past =
Grand Stewards.
Past « “

The Masters, Pust Masters, and Senior and Junior Wardens of
Private Lodges, inthe Order of the Numbers of their respective
Lodge Warrants.

8. The clective Officers (except the Tyler) to be chosen by

ballot, shall require a majority of all the votes present,

%. No brother shall be cligible to any clective office in the Grand
Lodge, unless he has been regularly installed Worshipful Master of
a Private Lodge.

10. Should a vacancy occur in any office of the Grand Lodge,
the Grand Master shall nominate a qualified hrother to supply the
place, pro tempore.

11. Brethren of eminence and ability, who have rendered
service to the craft, may, by a vote of the Grand Lodge, be consti-
tuted members of the rand Lodge, with such rank and distinction
as may be thought proper.

12. No member of the Grand Lodge shall attend therein without
his proper jewel and elothing, nor wearing any jewel not recognized
by the Grand Lodge.

13. Should any lodge have neglected to make its returns and
payments to the Grand Lodge for the space of one year, the
Master, Wardens, and Past Masters of such lodge shall not be
perniitted to attend any meeting ot the Grand Lodge until such
returns and payments shall have been completed.

14. No brother shall be permitted to attend the Grand Lodge
as Master, Past Master, or Warden. until his name and appoint-
nient shall have been duly returned and transmitted to the Grand
Sceretary’s office,

15. The annual communication of Grand Lodge shall be held
on the first Wednesday in July, at which the place of holding the
next communication shall be decided.  Nene but members shall
be present at these communications. without permission of the
Grand Master. No visitor shall speak to any question, without
leave of the Grand Master, nor shall he, on any occasion, he per-
mitted to vote.
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16. The Grand Master shall, as soon as convenient after the
opening of the Girand |Lodge, appoint the following standing Com-
nmittees, to whom shall be referred all such matters as appertan

to them rosl'wvtively :

1.—On Credentials.
2. —On Correspondence.
3.__On the Condition of Masoury.
4.—On Constitution and Regulations.
H.—Om Warrants.
6.—On Grievances.
7.—On Appeals.
8.—On Finance.
9.—On Acconnts of Representatives.
10.—On Charity.
11.—An Audit Committee,

17. The Committee on Credentinls shall comsist of three Masters
or Puast Masters, who shall attend within the porch of the Grand
Lodge, at that connmunication, tor the purpose of gnarding. under
the superintendance of the Grad Pursuivant, against the adnis-
sion of any but those who are qualified, and have their proper
clothing and jewels, and have signed their names to the accustomed
papers, and ave in all respeets entitled to admission.

1%. The Grand Master, or, in his absence, the Deputy Grand
Master, or, in his absence, the Grand Wardens. may summon and
hold Grand Lodges of emergeney, whenever the good of the Craft
shall, in their opinion, require it: the particular reason for con-
vening such Lodge of emergeney shall be expressed in the sum-
mous, and no other business shall be entered upon at that meeting.

19. There shall he a Masonic Festival at the annual communi-
cation in July, which shall he dedicated to hrotherly love and
vefreshment, and to which all regular Masons shall have access, on
providing theniselves with tickets from the Grand Stewards.

20. It. at any Grand Lodge, stated or occasional, the Grand
Master be absent, the lodge shall be ruled by the Grand Officer
next in rauk and seniority who may be present, and. if no Grand
Ofticer be present, by the Master of the Senior Lodge.
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N.B.—The Grand Lodge is dcclared to be opened in ample form
when the Grand Muster is present. in due form when a past Grand
Master or the Deputy  presides, at all other titwes only in_form,
yet with the same anthority.

21. All powers and authorities, and rules and regulations for
the government of the (trand Lodge, or private lodges. or com-
mittees, respeetively, during times of public business, or mectings,
or proceedings, shall be used, and exereised, and enforeed respee-
tively by the officers or members by any law or constitution
authorised to preside or act in the absence of the Grand Master,
or auy superior ofticer or member in such lodges, or committecs,
or in the general improvement of the craft. as fully, to all intents
and purposes, as if such substituted officers or members were speci-
fi' in every law or constitution in which any powers or authorities
are given, or rules or regulations prescribed for the priucipals,
unless special provision is made to the contrary.

22, In the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of enacting
laws and regulations for the government of the craft. wnld of alter-
ing, repealing, and abrogating thein, always taking care that the
ancient land-marks ot the order are preserved, The Grand Todee
has also the inherent power of investigating, regulating, and decid-
ing all matters relative to the eraft. or to particular Todges, or to
individual brothers which it may exercise cither ol itself. or by
such delegated anthority as, inits wisdom and discretion, it may
appoint; but in the Grand Lodge alone resides the power of
erasing lodges and expelling brethren from the eratt, a power which
it ought not to delegate to any subordinate authority.

23. No Lodge shall be  erased, nor any brother expelled, until
the Master or Ofticers of the Lodge, or the offending hrother shall
have been summoned to show cause, in the Grand Lodge, why
such sentence should not be recorded and enforeed,

24. All differences or complaints that caunot he accommodated
privately, or in some regular lodge, shall be reduced into writing,
and deliverad to the Grand Secretary, who shall lay them before
the (rrand Master, or the Committee appointed by the Grand Lodge,
When all parties <hall have heen summoned  to attend thereon,
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and the case shall have been investigated, such order and adjudica-
tion may be made as shall be authorised by the laws and regulations
of masonry.

95. When any memorial, or other document, shall be presented
by any member of the Grand Lodge, either on hehalf of himselfor
another, the member presenting it shall be responsible that such
paper does not contain any improper matter, or any offensive or
indecorous language.

926. No brother below the rank of a Puast Grand Master shall
assume the Grand Master’s chair, though he be entitled in the ab-
sence of the Grand Master, to rule the Grand Lodge.

REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF GRAND LODGE
DURING THE TIME OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.

1. Tue Grand Lodge being opened, the Regulations are to be
read. The minutes of the last regular communication, and of any
intervening Grand Lodge, are then to be put for confirmation, and
all communications from the Girand Master, and Deputy tirand
Master, and reports from the District Deputy Grand Masters and
Committees, are there to be read and taken into consideration, and
the other business regularly proceeded with.

2. All matters are to be decided by a majority of votes, each
Lodge having three votes, each Past Master one vote, each officer
of Grand Lodge (except the Grand Tyler) not otherwise entitled
to a vote shall have one vote by virtue of his office, and the Grand
Master a casting vote in case of equality ; unless the Lodge, for the
sake of expedition, think proper to leave any particular subjeet to
the determination of the Grand Master.  The votes of the members
are always to be signified by each holding up one of his hands,
which uplifted hands the Grand Wardens or Deacons are to count,
unless the number should he so unequal ’

as to render counting
unnecessary.

3. All members shall keep their scats, except the Grand
Deacons, Grand Dircetor of Ceremonies. and his Assistant, and the
Grand Stewards, who are allowed to move about, from place to
place, in the discharge of their duties.
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4. No brother shall speak twice to the same question, unless in
explanation, or the wover in reply.

5. Every one who  speaks shall vise. and remain standing,
addressing himselt to the Grand Master. nor shall any brother
presume to interrupt him, unless to address the Grand Master to
order, or the Grand Master shall think ft toeall him to order ;
but. after he has been set right. he may proceed if he ohserve due
order and decorun,

6. If any member shall have been twice called to order for
transgressing these rules, and shalll nevertheless) be guilty of a
third offence at the scune mecting, the Grand Master shall peremp-
torily connnand himm to leave the ladge for that communication.

7. Whoever shall be so umnasonic as to hiss at a brother, or
what he has said. shall beo torthwith, solemnly excluded the coni-
munication, and declared incapable of heing a member of the Grand
Lodge. until, at another time, he publicly own his fault, and grace
he gmntctl.

S, No motion on anew subjeet shall be made, nor any new
matter entered upon atter eleven o’clock at night.

OF GIRRAND MASTER.

1. Tue Grand Master shall. according toaneient usage. he elected
and installed at the annual comimumication.  He is then to noni-
mate such of his Grand Officers ax it is his prerogative to appoint.
and with the cleetive Grand Oflicers, they are to be thereupou
installed or invested inancient form.,

2. No brother shall fill the Othee of Grand Master for more
than two consceutive vears. but he may be reelected after the
expiration of the following vear,

8. Should the Grand Master die during his Grand Mastership,
or be rendered ineapable of discharging the duties of his office. (by
sickness, absence, or otherwise ) the Deputy Grand Master, or, in
his absence. the District Depnty Grand Master of the District, or
in his absence, the Grand Wardens, shall assemble the Grand
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Lodge immediately, to record the event; which Grand Lo@ge
shall appoint three of its members to invite the last preceding
Grand Master to act until a new election take place; should he
decline or be unable to act, then the last but one, and so on; if no
former Grand Master be found to act, the Grand Lodge shall be
summoned to elect a Grand Master.

4. The Grand Master, under sanction of the Grand Lodge, may
by warrant appoint any brother of eminence and skill to represent
the Grand Lodge in a sister Grand Lodge. He may also, with the
concurrence of the Grand Lodge, constitute any distinguished
brother, who may be regularly deputed from a sister Grand Lodge,
a member of the Grand Lodge of Canada, with such rank as the
Grand Lodge may deem to be appropriate.

5. The Grand Master has full authority to preside in any Lodge
and to order any of his Grand Officers to attend him.  His Deputy
is to be placed on his right and the Master of the Lodge on his left
hand. His Wardens are, also, to act as Wardens of that particular
Lodge during his presence ; but if the Grand Wardens be absent,
then the Grand Master may command the Wardens of the Lodge,
or any Master Masons to act there as his Wardens, pro tempore.

6. The Grand Muster may send his Grand Officers to visit any
Lodge he may think proper.

7. Should the Grand Master be dissatistied with the conduet of
any of his Grand Officers, he may submit the cause of complaint
to the Grand Lodge ; and, should it appear to the majority of the
brethren present that the complaint be well-founded, he may
suspend or displace such Grand Officer. If displaced, another
Ofticer must be elected or nominated, as previously provided, but
no Grand Officer can he removed unless with the approbation of
the Grand Lodge.

8. The Grand Master may summon any Lodge or brother to
attend him, and to produce the warrant, books, papers, and accounts
of such lodge, or the certificate of such brother. If the summons
be not complied with, or a sufficient reason given for non-compli-
ance, such summons is to be repeated as a peremptory summons ;
and if such last summons be not attended to, such lodge or brother
may be suspended, and the proceeding notified to the Grand Lodge.
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9. The Grand Master shall not be applied to on any business
concerning masons or masonry, but through the Grand Secretary,
the Deputy rand Master, or the District Deputy Grand Masters,

10. If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and render
hinself wnworthy of the obedience of the Lodges, he shall be
subjected to some new regulation, to be dictated by the occasion.

0" DEPUTY GRAND MASTER.

1. This Officer is to be elected at the Ammual Communication of
the Grand Lodge, and in order to secure a proper supervision of
the affairs of masonry in hoth scetions of the Provinee, he shall
not be clected from that portion in which the Grand Master resides,
and if present is to be immediately installed, aceording to ancient
usage. Ile must have been Master of some regular Lodge.  In
the absence of the Grand Master, the Deputy possesses all his
powers and privileges,

2. The Deputy Grand Master has full authority, in the absence
of the Grand Master, to preside in any Lodge which he may visit
with the District Deputy Grand Master on his right hand and the
Master of the Lodge on his left hand. The Grand Wardens, if
present, are to act as wardens of that particular lodge, during the
Deputy Grand Master’s continuance there; but, if the Grand
Wardens he absent, then the Deputy Grand Master may command
the Wurdens of the Lodge, or any other master masons to act as
his Waurdens, pro tempore.

3. ITe may hear and determine any subjects of masonic
complaint, or irregularity respecting lodges or individual masons,
and may proceed to admenition, or to suspension, until the next
wecting of the Grand Lodge, according to the general Tnws of the
eraft. A minute of all such proceedings, stating the offence and
the law applicable to it, together with his decision, is to be trans-
mitted to the Girand Master through the Grand Scevetary. When
the case is of so flagrant a naturc as, in the judgment of the Deputy
Grand Master, to require the erasure of alodge, or the expulsion
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of a brother, he shall inform the Grand Master thereof through the
Grand Sccretary, and specially notify the same to the Grand
Lodge with his opinion thereon.

The Deputy Grand Master has no power to expel a mason,
though, when satisfied that any brother has been unjustly or
illegally suspended, removed, or excluded from any of his masonie
functions or privileges, by a lodwe within his district, he may order
him to be immiediately restored, and may suspend, until the next
communication of the Grand Lodge, the lodge or brother who shall
refuse to comply with such order.

4. The Deputy Grand Master may summon any lodge or brother
to attend him, and to produce the warrant, books, papers, and
accounts of such lodge, or the certificate of such brother. If the
summons he not complied with nor u sufficient rcason given for
non-compliance, a peremptory summons shall be issued ; and, in
case of contumacy the lodge or brother may be suspended, and the
proceeding notified to the Grand Lodge and the Grand Master
through the Grand Secretary.

5. He has power to give or to refuse consent for the removal of
i lodge from town to town, or from one district into another,

notifying the Grand Secrctary for the information of the Grand
Master.

OF DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

1. The District Deputy Grand Master, for cach District, shall
he nominated by the Lodges in that District and confirmed by the
Grand Master at the annual communication in J uly, and, if present,
regularly installed. ITe must be an installed or Past Master and
it resident in the Distriet for which he is appointed. This Officer
is invested with a rank and power, in his particular Distriet, in the
absence of the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master, similar to
those possessed by the Grand Master himself.

2. He may preside in every lodge he visits within his District
with the master of the Lodge on his right hand. ,

3. Tle may hear and determince any subject of masonic com-
plaint, or irregularity respecting Lodges or individual masons,
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within his district, and may proceed to admeonition, or to suspen-
sion, until the decision of the Grand Master or Deputy Grand
Master, shall be made known thereon. A minute of all such pro-
ceedings, stating the offence and the law applicable to it, together
with his decision, is to be transmitted to the Grand Master tlﬁ-ough
the Grand Secretary, or to the Deputy Grand Master, and when
the case is of so flagrant a nature as, in the judgment of the
District Deputy Grand Master, to require the erasure of a lodgc,
or the expulsion of a brother, he shall make a special report to
the Grand Lodge, with his opinion thereon.

The District Deputy Grand Master has no power to expel a
mason, but when satisfied that any brother has been unjustly or
illegally suspended, removed, or excluded from any of his masonic
functions or privileges, hy a lodge within his district, he shall
report the circumstances to the Girand Master or the Deputy
Grand Master who may order him to he immediately restored,
and may suspend until the next communication of the Grand
Lodge, the lodge or brother who shall refuse to comply with such
order.

4. If the District Deputy Grand Master shall neglect to procced
on any case or business, which may be sent for his decision within
a reasonable time, the application or complaint may be transmitted
to the Grand Secretary. An appeal, in all cases, lies from the
District Deputy Grand Master to the Grand Lodgee, the Grand
Master, or Deputy Grand Master.

5. The District Deputy Grand Master may summon any lodae
or brother, within his District to attend him, and to produce the
warrant, books, papers, and accounts of such lodge, or the certifieate
of such brother. If the summons be not complicd with nor a
sufficient reason given for non-compliance, a peremptory summons
shall be issued ; and, in case of contumacy, the circumstances are
to be reported to the Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master,
who may suspend the lodge or brother, as before provided.

6. He has power to give or refuse consent for the removal
of alodge from town to town, within his District, but not from his
District into another, or from another District into his own,
without the sanetion of the Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master.

7. He is required to correspond with the Grand Lodge, and to
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transmit to the Grand Secretary, at least fourteen days prior to
the annual conumunication, a circumstantial account, in writing, of
his proceedings, and of the state of masonry within his District,
together with a list of such lodges as may have been constituted
since his last return, and the fees due thereon to the Grand Lodge.

OF GRAND WARDENS.

1. The Grand Wardens shall be elected and invested at the
annual communication.

2. When the actual Grand Wardens are in the lodge no others
can supply their places, but in their absence the senior past Grand
Wardens present shall act pro tempore.  If no past Grand Warden
be present, the Grand Master or presiding officer may direct any
other members of Grand Lodge to act as Grand Wardens for that
occasion.

3. The Grand Wardens, whenever commanded, are to attend
the Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master, and while he presides
in any particular lodge, are to act there as his Wardens.

OF GRAND CHAPLAIN.

The Grand Chaplain shall be elected and invested at the annual
communication, and shall attend all communications and other
meetings of the Grand Lodge, and there offer up solemn prayer,
suitable to the occasion, as established by the usage of the fraternity.

OF GRAND TREASURER.

1. The Grand Treasurer shall be elected and nvested at the
annual communication.

2. The Grand Treasurer shall give a joint bond,with two sureties,
to the Grand Master, and such other trustees as the Grand Lodge
shall nominate, in such penalty and with such conditions as may
be deemed expedient for the due performance of his trust.
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3. To the Grand Treasnrer shall be committed all monies raised
tor the general charity, or for any other public use of the socicty,
of which he shall keep an aceomut inoa hook, specifving the
respective uses for which the several sums are intended 1 and shall
disburse the same in such manner as the Gramd Lodge shall direet,
and produee his aceounts of reecipts and disbursements. hefare
cvery regular commmunicution ; and these accounts shall be annually
audited by o committee, who shall make their report thereon at
the annual comnunteation in July.

OF GRAND REGISTRAR.

1. The Grand Degistrar shall be clected and invested at the
anmtal conmunication.

2. e shall have the custody of the seals of the Grand Lodge.
and shall aflix. or may authorise the Grand Seeretary to aflix the
sine to all patents, warrants, certificates, and - other documents
isstted by the authority of the Grand Lodge, as well as such as the
Grand Master in contormity with the laws and regulations of the
Girand Lodee inay direct.

3. He is to superintend the records of the Grand Lodge, and to
take care that the several documnents issued hein due form,

{. The Grand Master may, by a written document, direet the
Grand Registrar to take charge of any District for which there s
not a District Deputy Grand Master, and he shall thereby he
cmpowered o perform all the functions of @ Deputy  District
Grand Muster,

OF GRAND SECRETARY.

1. The Grand Sceretary shall be elected and invested at the
annnal communication,

2. The Grand Recretary is to sion and certity all instruments
from the Grand Lodee, under seal or otherwise : to issue summonses
for all meetings of the Grand Lodge and its committees and to
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attend and take minutes of their proceedings, to receive the returns
from the several lodges, and enter them in the books of the Grand
Lodge, and duly report the same to each communication of the
Grand Lodge; to transmit to all the lodges the accounts of the
proceedings of every communication or other meeting of Grand
Lodge, and all such other papers and documents as may be ordered
cither hy the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or Grand
Lodge, to notify all Lo lges, quarterly, of all expelled, suspended,
or excluded members, and all rejected candidates, to furnish the
District Deputy Grand Masters, with all proper documents and
information that they iney require, to receive all  petitions,
memorials, &e., and to lay them before the (irand Master or
other proper authority ; to attend the Grand Master, or the Deputy
Grand Master, and to take to him any books and papers he may
direct 5 to conduet the correspondence of the Grand Lodge, and
generally to do all such things as heretofore have been done or
vught tu have been done by a Grand Secretary.

OF GRAND DEACONS.

1. The Grand Deacons are to be appointed by the Grand
Master, on the day of his installation.

2. If the Grand Decacons be absent, the Grand Master or
presiding ofticer may appoint any members of Grand Lodge to
officiate pro tempore.

OF GRAND SUPERINTENDENT OF WORKS, GRAND DIRECTOR OF
CEREMONIES, ASSISTANT GRAND SECRETARY, ASSISTANT GRAND
DIRECTOR OF CEREMONIES, GRAND SWORD BEARER, GRAND ORGANIST,
ASSISTANT GRAND ORGANIST, GRAND PURSUIVANT, GRAND STEWARDS,
GRAND STANDARD BEARERS, AND GRAND TYLER.

1. The Grand Superintendent of Works, Director of Ceremomes
Assistant Secretary, Assistant Director of Ceremonies, Sword
Bearer, Organist, Assistant Organist, and Pursuiv ant, Stewards
and Standard Bearers are to be appointed annually by the Grand
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Master, on the day of his installation. They are to attend all
communications and other meetings of the Grand Lodge.

2. The Grand Superintendent of Works ought to be a brother
well skilled in the scicnce of geometry and architecture.  Ile isto
advise with the propor comunittees on all plans of buildings or
edifices undertaken by the Grand Lodge, and furnish plans and
estimates for the same; he is to superintend their construction,
and sce that they arve conformable to the plans approved Ly the
Grand Master and the Grand Lodge; he is to suggest
improvements, where necessary, in all the editices of the Grand
Lodge; and, on the first mecting in cevery ycar, report on the
state of repair or delapidation of such edifices, and make such
farther reports, from time to time, as he may decin expedient.

3. The Grand Director of Ceremonics, in addition to his other
dutics, has the care of the regalia, clothing, insignia, and jewels
belonging to the Grand Lodge.

4. The Grand DPursuivant is to preside over the Masters and
Puast Masters nominated to attend within the porch of the Grand
Lodge. He is, at every mecting of the Grand Lodge, to preserve
order in the porch, and with the assistance of the brethren
nominated for attendance there, to see that none except those who
are qualified, and who have their proper clothing and jewels, and
have signed their names to the accustomed papers, and arve, in all
respects, entitled to admission, he admitted.

5. Eight Groid Stewards shall be annually appointed for the
regulation of the Grand Festival, under the direetion of the Grand
Master.  They shall also assist in conducting the arrangenicnts
madc for the communications, and other meetings of the Grand
Lodge.

6. Grand Standard DBearers may be appointed by the Grand
Master, as the occasion may reqguire. They must be Master
Masons, and arve to curry the standards of the Grand Lodge, and
Grand Master, on all Grand Ceremonies.  They ave not, however,

yy their appointment, members e Grand Lodge, nor are they
hy th ointment, members of the G ge, y
to wear the clothing of a Grand Oflicer,

Any Grand Officer, entitled to have a Standurd, may, whenever
it shall be necessary, appoint a Standard Bearer, who must he
Master Mason.
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7. The Grand Tyler is to be elected by an open vote at the
Annual Communication.

The Grand Tyler is to attend all meetings of the Grand Lodge,
assist in the arrangements, and see that none be admitted but
those properly entitled.

If any Grand Tyler, shall, without the special license of the
Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master, attend at any Masonic
funeral, or other public procession, or shall officiate or attend at
any meeting or pretended lodge of masons not being regularly
constituted, and not acknowledging the authority of the Grand
Master, or not conforming to the laws of the Grand Lodge, he
shall thereby be rendered incapable of ever after being a Tyler or
attendant on a lodge, and be excluded the bencfit of the general
charity.

OF PRIVATE LODGES.

1. The Officers of a Lodge are, the Master, and his two
Wardens, with their Assistants, the two Deacons, Inner Guard,
and Tyler; to which, for the hetter regulation of the private
concerns of the Lodge, are to be added a Treasurer and Secretary,
and other Officers, viz., a Chaplain, Director of Ceremonies and
Stewards may also be added, and shall hold office until their
successors shall have been regularly elected or appointed.

2. Every Lodge shall annually elect its Master, Wardens,
Chaplain, Treasurer, and Secretary, by ballot, such Master having
been regularly elected, and having served as Warden of a
warranted Lodge for one year, and, at the next meeting after his
election, when the minutes are confirmed, he shall be duly installed
in the chair according to ancient usage. He shall then appoint the
Deacons, Inner Guard, Director of Ceremonies and Stewards, also
.all Committees for conducting the business of the Lodge, and shall
invest all the elective and appointed Officers. Tylers are to be
chosen by an open vote of the Lodge.

3. Every Lodge has the power of framing by-laws for its own
government, provided they are not contrary to or inconsistent with
the general regulations of the Grand Lodge. The by-laws must be
submitted to the District Deputy Grand Master, for the
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approbation of the Grand Master, and when approved, a fiir
copy must be sent to the Grand Sceretary, and also to the District
Deputy Grand Master 5 and, when any alteration shall e inade,
such altcration must, in like manner, he submitted. and no law
or alteration will be valid until so submitted and approved,

The by-laws of the Lodye shall be fairly written in a book, and
shall be delivered to the Master on the day of his installation,
when he shall solemnly pledge himself to observe and enforce
thent during his mastership.  Every brother shall also sign them
when he hecomes aomember of the lodee, as a declaration of his
submission to them, and every member shall at all reasonable
times have access to such hy-laws, which should be printed for the
use of the lodze and delivered to the members.

4. The Master of every Lodge is to cause the ancient charges,
the reaulations of Grand Lodge relating to Private Lodges, and
the by-laws of his Lodge to be read in open Lodge once in every
year.

5. The Master s responsible for seeing that a book or hooks
be kept, in which the Scerctary shall enter the names of its
members and of all persons mitinted or admitted  therein, with
the dates of their proposal, admission, or initiation, passing and
raising ; and also their ages, as nearly as possible, at that time,
and  their titles, professions, or trades, together with such
transactions of the Lodge as are proper to be written.

6. The regular days of meeting of the Lodge, shall be specified
in the by-laws.

7. A Lodge of cinergency, may, at any time, be called by
summnous, giving seven clear days’ notice, by the authority of the
Master, or, in his absence, of the Senior Warden, or, in his absenee,
of the Junior Warden, but on no pretenco without such authority.
The purticular reason tor calling the Lodge of emergency shall he
expressed in  the surminons, and, afterwards, recorded on the
minutes, and no business but that so expressed shall be cntered
upon at such meeting.

8. Every Lodge shall keep a hook in which each member
attending, at cach meecting, shall sign his name before entering the
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imi ion of the same book for
Lodge, and a similar book, or a portion : .
visitors, who are in like manner to cnter their names, masonic
rank, and the name of their mother Lodge and the Lodge hailing
from.

9. The precedency of Lodges is derived from the number of
their warrant of constitution, as recorded in the books of the
Grand Lodge.  No Lodge shall be acknowledged nor its officers
admitted into the Grand Lodge, nor any of its members entitled
to partake of the general charity or other masonic privilege, unless
it has been regularly constituted and registered.

10. No Lodge can make a mason or admit a member without
strictly complying with all the regulations cuacted for the
government of the craft on these occasions.

11. No Lodge shall, on any pretence, make more than five new
brothers in one day, unless by dispensation ; nor shall a lodge be
permitted to give more than one degrce to a brother on the same
day ; nor shall a higher degree in Masonry be conferred on any
brother at a less interval than one month from his receiving a
previous degree, nor until he has passed an cxamination in open
Lodge in that degree.

12. No Lodge shall make a Mason for a less consideration than
£3 15s., nor on any pretence remit or defer the payment of any
part of this sum. The member who proposes any candidate must
be responsible to the Lodge for all the fees payable on account of
his initiation.

13. Every Lodge must receive as a member, without further
proposition or ballot, any brother initiated therein, provided such
brother express his wish to that effect on the day ot his initiation,
as no Lodge should introduce into Masonry a person whom the
brethren might consider unfit to be a member of their own Lodge.

14. Every Lodge must be particularly careful in registering the
names of the brethren initiated thercin, and also in making the
returns of its members, as no person is regularly entitled to
partake of the general charity unless his name be duly registered,
and he shall have been at least two ycars a contributing member
of a Lodge.

15. To prevent injury to individuals, by their being excluded
the privileges of Masonry, through the neglect of their Lodges, in
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not registering their names; any brother, so circumstanced, on
producing sufficient proof that he has paid the full fees to his
Lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the privileges of the craft.
But the otlending Lodge shall be reported to the Girand Lodge,
and rigorously proceeded against for neglecting to make the
proper return, and detaining monies which are the property of
the Grand Lodge, and which had been  paid to the Lodge for
specific appropriation.

16. The Master is to see that all monies received or paid
on account of the Lodge be entered in proper hooks by the
Secretary and Treasurer, and the account of fees or dues received
on account of, and payable to the Grand Lodge, kept separate and
distinet from the monies belonging to the private fund of the
Lodge. The accounts of the Lodge shall be audited, at least once
in every year, by a Committee appointed by the Lodge.

17. Each Lodge shall procure for cvery brother initiated
therein, a Grand Lodge certificate, to be paid for by the Lodge.

18. No Lodge, or Officer or member of a Lodge, shall, under
any circumstances, give a certificate or recommendation to cnable
a Mason to procecd from Lodge to Lodge as a pauper, or in an
itinerant manner, to apply to Lodges for relief.

20. No Lodge shall form any public Masonic procession
without a license from the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, or District Deputy Grand Master, except in case of
funerals—which shall be immediately rcported to the Grand
Secretary, and the District Deputy Grand Master.

21. All Lodges arce particularly bound to observe the same
usages and customs ; every deviation, therefore, from the
established mode of working is highly improper, and cannot he
justificd or countenanced.  In order to preserve this uniformity,
and to cultivate a good understanding among I'ree-Masons, some
members of every Lodge should be deputed to visit the other
Lodges as often as may be convenicut.

22, No brother can he a member of more than one Lodge at
the same time ; but this law is not to take effect until after the
annual communication of Grand Lodge in 1857,

23. Lodges have the power of electing any brother an honorary
member of their lodge by a vote of the Lodge.
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24, If any brother behave in such a manner as to. disturb the
harmony of the Lodge, and be thrice formally admonished b?f the
Master ; and persist in his irregular conduct, he shall be punished
according to the by-laws of that particular Lodge, or the case may
be reported to higher Masonic authority.

25. Every Lodge has the power of excluding a member for
gross immoral or infimous conduct, or for non-payment of dues,
but no Lodge shall exclude any member without giving him due
notice of the charge preferred or complaint made against him, and
of the time appointed for its consideration. e shall be at liberty
to be present, and be afforded every opportunity of defending
himself ; when the case has been investigated he shall withdraw,
and the votes of the brethren shall be given openly. The name
of every brother excluded, together with the cause of his exclusion,
shall be sent to the Grand Secretary ; and also to the District
Deputy Grand Master.*®

26. A member excluded for non-payment of dues, may be
immediately restored by the Lodge, on payment being satisfactorily
made, notice thereof, being given to the Grand Secretary and
District Deputy Grand Master of the District.

27. The jewels and furniture of every Lodge belong to, and are,
the property of the Master, Wardens, and brethren of such Lodge.
Nor shall any jewel be worn in a Lodge other than those specified
for the Officers, except such honorary or other jewel, as shall
appertain to, or be consistent with, those degrees which are
recognised and acknowledged by and under the control of the
Grand Lodge.

28. All minutes, lists, and books of account, belonging - to a
Lodge, must be produced by the Master, when he shall be so
required by competent authority.

29. The majority of the members of a Lodge, when congregated
have the privilege of giving instructions to their Master, Past
Masters, and Wardens, before the meeting of the Grand Lodge 5

because Sl.lch Of'ﬁcers are their representatives, and are supposed to
speak their sentiments.

* The term expelled is used only when a brother is removed from th f
by the Grand Lodge. Upon the removal of a brother from a pii?:t:
Lodge the term excludsd only is applicable,
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30. Each Lodge shall annually make a rcturn to the Grand
Seerctary of the Masters, Wardens, and Past Masters of the Lodge
and including all members who claiin to be entitled to attend in
a Grand Lodge as Past Masters, as having served the office of
Master in some other Lodge, specitying the [iodge in which each
of such Past Musters has served the office of Master 5 and no
brother shall be permitted to attend in Grand Lodge unless his
name shall appeur in some such return,

31. Fach Lodge shall make its returns and payments regularly
to the Grand Secretary, and, in case of neglect for one whole year
to make such returns and payments, or if the Lodge do uot mecet
during that period, it is liable to be erased. The Masters, Past
Masters, and Wardens of a Lodge which shall have neglected for
more than one year to make its returns or its pavments to the
Grand Lodge, are thereby disqualiticd fron attending  the Grand
Lodge or, sitting upon any Committee, until those returns and
payments shall have been completed.

32. By a vote of the Lodge, the fees of any member, in indigent
circumstances, may  be remitted 5 a representation thercot being
made to Grand Lodge.

ey

33, 1If a Lodge be dissolved, the warrant shall be delivered up
to the Grand Master,

34. If the warrunt or constitution of a Lodge be sold, or
procured by any other means than through the regular channel of
petition to the Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master, such
warrant shall be forfeited; and the Lodge erased.

85. As cvery warranted Lodge is a constituent part ot the
Grand Lodge, in which ussembly all the power of the fraternity
resides, it is clear that no other authority can destroy  the power
granted by a warrant ; if, therefore, the majority of any Lodge
should «ctermine to quit the Lodge, the constitution, or power of
assenibling, remains with the rest of the members.  If all the
members of a Lodge withdraw  themselves, their warrant ecases,
and becoies extinet; and all the authority thercby ¢ranted, or
cujoyed, reverts to the Grand Master,

36. No Lodge shall be erused, or its warrant declared forfited,
until the Master or Officers shall have been warned, in writing, of
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their offence, and shall have been summoned to answer to the
complaint made against them.

37. If any Lodge, or its Master and Wardens, be summoned to
attend, or to produce its warrant, books, papers, or accounts, to
the Grand Master, or his Deputy, or the District Deputy Grand
Master, or any Committee authorised by the Grand Lodge,
and do not comply, or give sufficient reason for non-compliance, a
peremptory summons shall be issued ; and in case of contumacy,
such Lodge may be suspended, and the proceeding notified to the
Grand Lodge.

38. A Lodge offending against any law or regulation of the
craft, to the breach of which no specific penalty is attached, shall,
at the discretion of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, or District Deputy Grand Master, be subject to
admonition or suspension, as before provided.

OF THE MASTERS AND WARDENS OF LODGES.

1. All preferment among Masons shall be grounded upon real
worth and personal merit only, therefore no brother shall be
elected Master of a Lodge, or appointed to any office therein,
merely on account of seniority or rank.  No master shall assume
the Master’s chair until he shall have been regularly installed,
though he may, in the interim, rule the Lodge. It is hecessary,
previously to the installation of the Master, that the minutes of
the preceding meeting of the Lodge should be read and confirmed
so far, at least, as to the election of the Master, after which the
usual ceremonies of installation are to be performed. Should the
minutes of the election of Master not be confirmed, then a
summons must be issued for the following regular meeting of the
Lodge, setting forth that the brethren were again to proceed to
clect a Master, and on the confirmation of the minutes of that
election in the following ordinary meeting of the Lodge, the
installation of Master will follow.

2. Every Master, when placed in the chair shall solemnly
pledge himself to observe all the old-established usages and
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customs, and to preserve the land-marks of the order, and most
strictly to enforce themn within his own Lodge.

3. No brother shall continue in the office of Master for more
than two years in succession, unless by a dispensation, which may
be granted by the Grand Master or the Deputy Grand Master in
cases of real necessity 3 but he may  be again elected after he has
been out of that office one year.,

4. The Master and Wardens of a Lodge are enjoined to visit
other Lodges as often as they conveniently can  in order that
the same usages and custorns may  be observed  throughout  the
erafi, and a good wunderstanding be, thereby, cultivated among
Frece-Masons.,

5. The Master is responsible for the due ohservance of the laws
relating to private Lodges, and is hound to produce all books
minutes, aud aceounts, when required by any lawful authority.

6. If the Master should die; be removed, or he incapable of
discharging the duties ot his office, the senior Warden, and in the
absence of the Senlor Warden, the junior Warden, shall act as
Master, in summoning the Lodge until the neat cleetion of
othicers.

In the Master’s absence, the immediate Past Master, or, if he
be absent, the senior Past Master of the Lodge present, shall take
the chair.  If no Past Master of the Lodge be present, then the
senior Warden, or, in his alsence the Junior Warden may rule
the Lodge, but cannot confer degrees,

A Pust Master of any other Lodge present at the meeting of
Lodge may be invited to officiate as Master, and may  confer
degrees or perform any other ceremony,

7. The Master and Wardens of every Lodge, when summoned
so to do, shall attend the Grand Master or his Deputy, or the
District Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Lodge, or any committee
authorized by the Grand Lodge 5 and produce the warrant, minutes,
and hooks of the Lodge, under pain of suspension, and heing
reported to the next Grand Lodge.

8. The Wardens or Officers of a Lodge cannot resign their
offices nor can they be removed, unless for a cause which appears
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to the Lodge to be sufficient ; but the Master, if he be dissatisfied
with the conduct fof any of his officers, may lay the cause of
complaint before the Lodge ; and if it shall appear, to the majority
of the brethren present, that the complaint be well founded, he
shall have power to displace such officer, and another must be
elected or appointed in his place.

OF TYLERS.

1. The Tyler is chosen by the members of the Lodge, and may,
at any time, be removed, for cause deemed sufficient by a majority
of the brethren present, at a regular meeting of the Lodge.

2. He is to see that every member and visitor has signed his
name to the attendance book before entering the Lodge, and that
he is provided with proper clothing.

3. If any Tyler, without the licence of the Grand Master, the
Deputy Grand Master, or a District Deputy Grand Master, shall
attend at any masonic procession, except a Masonic Funeral, or
shall officiate or attend at any meeting, or pretended Lodge of
masons, not being regularly constituted and not acknowledging
the authority of the Grand Master, or not conforming to the laws
of the Grand Lodge, he shall thereby be rendered incapable of
ever after being a Tyler, or attendant on a Lodge, and shall be
excluded the benefit of the general charity.

OF MEMBERS AND THEIR DUTY.

1. No brother shall be admitted a member of a Lodge, unless
the laws of the craft, relating to the proposing and adr?ﬁ%ting of
candidates, shall have been strictly complied with. (See Proposing
Members.)

2. A brother who has been concerned in making Masons clan-
destinely, or at a Lodge which is not a regular Lodge, or for small
and unworthy considerations, or who may assist in forming a new
Lodge without the Grand Master’s authority, shall not be admitted
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as & member, nor even as a visitor, into any regular Lodge, nor
partake of the gencral charity or other masonic privilege, till he
make due submission, and obtain grace.

3. No brother shall presume to print or publish, or cause to be
printed or published, the proceedings of any Lodge, or any part
thereof, or the names of the persons present at such Lodge, without
the direction of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or
District Deputy Grand Master, under pain of being expelled from
the order.

This law is not to extend to the writing, printing, or publishing
of any notice or summons issued to the members of 4 Lodge, by
the authority of the Master, or the proceedings of any festival or
public meeting at which persons not Masons are permitted to be
present.

4. Any brother who shall violate the secrecy of the ballot hy
stating how he voted on any question, or by endeavouring to ascer-
tain how a brother voted, or if he should be aware and mention it
to unother brother, shall render himself liable to scvere masonic
censure, and for a second offence to expulsion.

5. The majority of the members present at any Lodge duly
summoned, have an undoubted right to regulate their own pro-
ccedings, provided that they are consistent with the general laws
and regulations of the craft; no member, therefore, shall he per-
mitted to enter in the minute book of his Lodge a protest against
any resolution or proceeding which may have taken place, unless it
shall appear to him to be contrary to the laws and usages of the
craft, and for the purpose of complaining or appealing to a higher
masonic authority.

6. If any member shall be excluded fromn his Lodge, or shall
withdraw himself from it, without having complied with its
by-lawé, or with the general regulations of the craft, he shall not
be eligible for admission to any other Lodge, until that Lodge
shall have been inade acquainted with his former neglect, so that
the brethren mnay be enabled to exercise their discretion as to his
admission. Whenever a member of any Lodge shall resign, or
shall be excluded, or whenever, at a future time, he may require
it, he shall be furnished with a certificate, stating the circumstances
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under which he left the Lodge; and such certificate is to be
produced to any other Lodge of which he is proposed to be
admitted a member, previous to the ballot being taken.

7. All differences between or complaints of members, that
cannot be accommodated privately, or in some regular Lodge,
shall be reduced into writing and delivered to the Grand Secretary,
who shall lay them before the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, or the District Deputy Grand Master, or the Committee
appointed by the Grand Lodge. When all parties shall have been
summoned to attend thereon, and the case shall have Deen
investigated, such order and adjudication may be made as shall be
authorized by the laws and regulations of Masonry.

8. A Mason offending against any law or regulation of the crafts
to the breach of which no specific penalty is attached, shall, at the
discretion of the Grand Lodge, or any of its delegated authorities,
be subject to admonition or suspension, or, by the Grand Lodge,
only, to -expulsion.

OF PROPOSING MEMBERS.

Great discredit and injury having been brought upon our ancient
and honorable fraternity from admitting members, and receiving
candidates, without due notice being given, or inquiry made into
their characters and qualifications ; and, also, from the passing and
raising of Masons without due instructions in the respective
degrees, it is determined, that, in future, a violation or neglect of
any of the following laws shall subject the Lodge offending to

o D : (=]
erasure, because no emergency can be allowed as a Justification.¥®

1. No brother shall be admitted a member of a Lodge without a
regular proposition in open Lodge, nor until his hame, occupation
and place of abode, as well as the name and number of the Lodﬂé
of which he is or was last a member, or in which he was initiatgi
shall have been sent to all the members in the summons for t,he:
next stated Lodge meeting ; and the decision of the brethren
ascertained by ballot. When a Lodge has ceased to meet, any

* A dispensation cannot, in any case, be granted.
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former member thercof shall be eligible to be proposed and
admitted a member of another Lodge, on producing a certificate
from the Grand Scerctury, stating the fact, and speeifying whether
the brother has heen registered and his dues paid.

2. No person shall be made a Mason unless he has resided one
year in the district of the Lodge to which he secks admission, or
produces acertificate from a Lodge in - the place of his previous
residence, nor until he has heen properly proposed at one regular
meeting ofthe Lodge, and a Conniittee has been appoiuted by
the Worshipful Master to make the necessary enquiries into the
character of the Candidate, and his name. age, and addition or
profession, and place of abode, shall have heen sent to all the
niembers in the simmons tor the next regular niceting, when,
atter the Committee have reported to the Lodge, L must be
balloted for, and, if approved, he may be initiated into the first
degree of Masonry.

In cases of emergency, the tollowing alteration, as to the mode
of proposing a candidate, is allowed,  Any two members of a
Lodge may transinit, in writing, to the Master, the name, &, of
any candidate whom they wish to propose, and the  circumstances
which cause the emergency ; and the Master, if the cimergency be
proper, shall notity the said recommendation to cvery member
of his Lodge, stating the name, age. addition or profession, and
place of abode, of the candidate ; and may appoint & Comnittee ay
above provided, and, at the same tiine, summon a Lodge to meet
at a period of not lessthan seven clear days from the issuing of
the summons, for the purpose of halloting for the candidate and if
the candidate be then approved, he may  be initiated into the first
degree of Masonry.  The Master shall, previous to the ballot
heing taken, cause the said proposition, and the emergency stated,
to be recorded in the minute-book of the Lodge.

3. No man shall be made a Mason inany Lodge. under the age
of twenty-one years, unless by dispensation from the Grand
Master, or the Deputy Grand Master, nor shall any dispensation
suspend the operations of the law requiring seven days notice, or
Commniittee of Enquiry, or the ballet.  Every candidate must be
free-born, and his own master, and, at the time of initiation, be
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known to be in reputable circumstances. 11¢ should be a lo.ver of
the liberal arts and sciences, and have made some progress in one
or other of them; and he must, previous to his initiation,_sl'ubsgrflbe‘
his name in full length, to a declaration of the following import,*
viz. .

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers, and members of
the Lodge of
No.
1, being free by birth, and of
the full age of twenty-one years, do declare, that unbiassed by the
improper solicitation of friends, :nd wninfluenced hy mercenary or
other unworthy wmotive, I freely and voluntarily offer myself a
candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ; that I am prompted by
a favorable opinion conceived of the institution, and a desire of
knowledge ; and that 1 will cheerfully conform to all the ancient
usages and established customs of the order. Witness my hand,
this day of

Witness.

Nore.—A Petition having been received cannot be withdrawn.

+. No person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member
of a Lodge, if on the ballot two black balls appear against him.—
Some Lodges wish for no such indulgence, but require the
unanimous consent of the members present; the by-laws of each
Lodge must, therefore, guide them in this respect; but if there

be two black balls, such person cannot on any pretence, be
admitted.

5. Every candidate shall, on his initiation, solemly promise to
submit to the constitutions, and to conform to all the usages and
regulations of the craft, intimated to him in time and place
convenient ; and if intending to join the Lodge he must sign the
by-laws of the Lodge on his initiation.

6. No rejected candidate can be balloted for in the same, or
any other Lodge, within six months of the time of his rejection.

* Any individual who cannot write is consequently ineligible to be
admitted into the order.
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OF THE LODGE SEAL.

Every Private Lodge shall have a Masonic Seal, to he affixed to
all documents proper to be issued.

An impression of the Seal is to be sent to the Grand Seerctary,
and, also to the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and the
District Deputy Grand Master ;5 and whencver changed, an
impression of the new seal shall; in like manner, be transmitted.

LODGES OF INSTRUCTION.

1. No general Lodge of instruction shall be holden unless
under the sanction of a regular warranted Lodge, or by the special
license and authority of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, or a District Deputy Grand Master.,  The Lodge giviug
its sanction, and the brethren to whom such license is granted,
shall be answerable for the proceedings of such Lodge of instruction
and responsible that the mode of working there adopted has
received the sanction of the Grand Lodge.

Notice of the times and places of meeting of the Lodge of
Instruction shall be given to the Grand Secretary.

2. Lodges of Instruction shall keep a minute of all brethren
present at each meeting, and of brethren appointed to hold office,
and such minutes shall be produced when called for by the Grand
Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or District Deputy Grand
Master, or the Lodge granting the sanction.

8. If a Lodge which has given its sanction for a Lodge of
Instruction being held under its warrant shall see fit, it may at
any regular meeting withdraw that sanction by a resolution of
the Lodge, to be communicated to the Lodge of Instruction.—
Provided notice of the intention to withdraw the sanction be
inserted in the summons for that meeting.
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OF VISITORR.

1. No visitor shall be admitted into a Lodge, unless he be
personally known or reccommended, or well vouched for, and after
due examination by one or more of the hrethren present, and
shall have entered his name, his masonie rank, the name of his
mother Lodge and the Lodge hailing from, in a book to be kept
by every Lodge for the purpose; and during his continuance in
the Lodge he must be subject to the by-laws of the Lodge.  The
master of the Lodge is particularly hound to enforce these
regulations.

2. No brother residing in the Province, and not affiliating with
some Lodge shall be entitled to the benefit of the Benevolent Fund
for himself or family, to masonic burial, nor to take part in any
masonic ceremeony, public or private, nor entitled to any masonic
privilege whatever, nor can he be permitted to visitany one Lodge
in the town or place where he resides more than once during his
secession from the craft,

The attention of the brethren is purticulurly called to the exercise
of the greatest cuution invouching for brethren.

OF CERTIFICATES.

1. Every brother shall be entitled to & Grand Lodge Certificate,
immediately upon his being registered in the books of the Grand
Lodge, for which certificate the Lodge shall Py ten shillings.—
Each Lodge, therefore, when it makes a return of the M;s«)ns
whom it has initiated, shall, in addition to the vegister fee, make
@ remittance of the money for the Certificate.

2. Every brother to whom a Grand Lodge Certificate is granted
must sign his name in the margin thereot, or it will not he valid.
"This should be done in the presence ot the Waorshiptul Master,
Secretary of the Lodge.

or



FIRST (i. A. COMMUNICATION—IIAMILTON, 5856. 59

3. No brother shall obtain a Grand Lodoe Certiieate it he shall
have been admitted to move than one degree of Masonrey on the
<ome dayve o at o shorter nterval than one mouth from lis
receiving o previous degrees unless by dispensation from the
Grand Master or Deputy Graond Master,

Every returne or other document upon which a Grand Lodge
Coertificate is to beissued. nust specity not only  the date of
initiation, but afso the duvs on which the hrother was advanced to
the seeond and third degrees.

4o Al applieations tor Grand Lodge Certifieates nist be made
to the Grand Seeretary © and if the nnme of the brother wishing
for the certificate has not previously been registered, the Hone)
pavable on registration must be transmitted at the same time ; as
no Certificate cane on any aceomnt, be issued, until such money has
heen paid.

5. No Lodge shall grant a Private Lodece Certificate to a
brother, except for the purpose of enabling him to obtain a Grand
Lodge Certificate, (in which case such certificate shall e specitically
addressed to the Girand Seeretary } 5 and except also such certificates
as may he required by the laws of the Grand Lodge, or called for
by any of its Committees, or issued to a mwember on retivement
or exclision from a Lodge tor the purpose of evidenee of standing.
Nor shall a Lodge under any pretence, make charge for a
Private Im(];_ﬂ' Certificate.

OF PUBLIC PROCESSIONS.

1. No public procession shall, onoany pretence, be allowed.
withont the licence of the Grand Master, Depuaty Grand Master,
or District Deputy Grand Master, exeept a masonic funeral. the
nrgeney of  which will not admit ot the delay necessary to
cotmmunicate with the Grand Master. the Deputy Grand Master,
or the District Deputy Grand Master. Suelt proceeding shall he
immediately reported by the Master of the  Lodge to the Grand
Master through the Grand Scerctary, or to the  Deputy Grand
Master or the District Deputy Grand Master.
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2. If any brother shall attend as a mason, clothed in any of
the jewels or hadges of the craft, at any public procession, except
a masonic funeral, without the permission of the Graud Master,
Deputy Grand Master, or District Deputy Grand Master, he shall
he rendered incapable of ever after being an officer of a Lodge,
and also be exeluded the benefit of the gencral charity.  And if
any Lodge shall so offend, it shall stand saspended until the Grand

Lodge shall determine thercon.

OF APPEAL.

As the Grand Lodge, when congregated, is a representation of
every individual member of the fraternity, it necessarily possesses
a supreme superintending authority, and the power of finally
deciding on every case which concerns the interest of the craft.—
Any Lodge or brother, therefore, who may feel aggrieved by the
decision of any other masonic authority or jurisdiction, may
appeal to the Grand Lodge against such decision.  The appeal
must be made in writing, specifying the particular grievance
complained of, and be transmitted to the Grand Secretary. A
notice and copy of the appeal must also be sent by the appellant
to the party against whose decision the appeal is made.

All appeals must be made in proper and respeetful lunguage ;
no others will be received.

FEES.

The following shall be the fees payable to the Grand Lodge

For granting a new warrant, seven pounds ten shillings.

For a dispensation for a new Lodge, five pounds.

For a warrant of Confirmation, two pounds ten shillings.

For a new warrant in case of loss by fire or otherwisc properly
certified, two pounds ten shillings.

For a dispensation to initiate a candidate under 21 years of age

J 2

five pounds.
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For a dispensation to confer any degree in less thme  thau
provided by the constitation. five pounds,

For a dispensation to initiate more than five masons in a day.
for cach one heyond that munber, one pound.

For a dispensation fur any public procession. five shillings.

For a Girand Lodge certificate. ten shillines. and two  =hilling
and six pence Registration fee.

For every person initiated into a Lodge, ten shillings fin-a Grand
Lodge certificate, and five shilliues Registration tec.

For every EC AL or FL L joining from without the jurisdiction,
seven shillings and six pence,

Forevery M. M., joining. from without the jurisdiction five
shillings.

Every member of each Lodge shall pay toward the tund for
Girand Lodge purposes. two shillings and six pence per anman,

ALLOWANCES TO REPRESENTATIV LS.

One representative trom each Lodee shall be entitled to receive
his actual travelling  expenses. at the  rvates  established by
the proprictors of public convevances, which he shall take in
coming directly from his Lodge to the place of mecting, and
returning thercto, as charged by said proprictors at the tine, and
also for cach day’s attendance, ten shillings. But though he
represeut more than one Lodge, he shall veceive pay only as for
otie Lodge jnor shall he receive nwore thanr the ageregate dues of
1he Lt)<|g‘t' or Lmlgv.\' Lie shali l‘('|>l'vsullf.

Grand Ofticers,shall he eutitled to the like compensation, trom
the funds of'the Grand  Lodue,

Absence of a Graud Officer. or Representative, before the close
of the conmnunication, from any canse except sickness of or
calmnity to himself, or his funily, shall torteit all cliiin to payinent
or compensation under the two next preceding seetions,

These Regulatious to remain in abeyance wntil  declared

operative by 4 vote of Grand Lodge.
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OF REGALIA.

The following masonic clothing and insignia shall be worn by
the eraft; and no brother shall, on any pretence, be admitted into
the Grand Lodge, or any subordinate Lodge without his proper
clothing.

No honorary or other jewel or emblem shall be worn in tl.le
Grand Lodge or any subordinate Lodge which shall not appertain
to or be consistent with those degrees which are recognized and
acknowledged by the Grand Lodge.

JEWELS.

The Grand Master,.._.._...__._._ The compasses extended
to 45° with the segment of a circle at the points and
a gold plate included, on which is to be represented an
eye irradiated within « triangle also irradiated.
Past Grand Masters, . ... ... __. A similar jewel, without
the gold plate.
LDeputy Grand Master, ... . _. ... The compasses and square
united, with a five ponted star in the centre,

Past Deputy Grand Master . . _ . ... The compasses and square
only,
District Deputy Grand Muster . ... .. The

compasses and square
united, witha five pointed star in the centre, the whole
to be placed within a circle, on which the name of the
District is to be engraved.

Puast District Deputy Grand Masters. The same, omitting the five

pointed star in the centre.

Senior Grand Warden, ... ... ____ The level.
Junior Grand Warden,. ._._.... .. The plumb.
Grand Chaplains, ... ... _______. A book, with a triangle,

Grand Treasurer,. .. ... ______. A chased key.
Grand Registrar,.... .ooe ... ... A scroll.



FIRST G. A. COMMUNICATION—HAMILTON, 5856. 63

Grand Secrelary, ... -ooo oo ._.. Cross pens, with a tie.
Grand Deacons, .- . ... ___. . ... _. Dove and Olive Branch.
Grand Superintendent of Works,.... A semicircle protractor.
Grand Director of Ceremondes,. . . _. Cross rods.

Assestant Ditto, oo ool oo oo .. Ditto.

Grand Sword Bearer,....._.__. ... Cross swords,

(frand Organist, ... ... ___.____. A lyre.

Grand Pursuivant, ... ........... Arms of the Grand Lodge

with rod and sword crossed.

The jewels of the Grand Chaplain, Treasurer, Registrar,
Secretary, Senior Deacon, Superintendent of Works, Directors of
(‘eremonies, Sword-hearer, Organist, and Pursuivant, are to be
within a circle with an embossed wreath composed of a spring of
acacia and an ear of corn ; and of the Junior Grand Deacon,
Assistant Grand Sccretary, and Assistant (Grand  Director of
Ceremonies, and Assistant Grand Organist, to he similar to those
of their senior and Superior officers, the wreath on the band heing
omitted.

The jewel of a Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge is—
A cornucopia between the legs of a pair of compasses extended upon
an irradiated gold plate, within a circle, on which is engraven
“Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada.”

Grand Tyler,.... ... ......_._.. The sword in a circle on
which is engraven, “ Grand Lodge of Canada Grand
Tyler.”

All the above jewels to be gold or gilt.

Master of Lodges,.. .. .... ........ Thesquare.

Past Masters,.--. .- ... ... .. .. The square and the diagramn
of the 47th prop. 1st B. of Euclid, engraven on a
silver plate, pendant within it.

Senior Warden, ... ............_. The level.
Junior Warden, «ccc ceov ceevea .. The plumb.,
Treasurer, ... .co...-ueweue.-.... The key.
Secretary, .. .. .-.-ceae-w..... Thecross pens.

Deacons,ccoe onme oo caaa ol The dove.
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er . ( ‘ross swords.
Luner Guardy .o veee eaae conn cnnn ross

n»
7 > sword,
(SR § | S

All the above jewels to be of silver.

COLLARS,

OF Lodges.—To he light blne ribhon, four inches broad : if silver
chain be nsed, it must be placed over the light-blue ribbon.

Of the Grand Lodge.—To be of tarter blue ribbon. four
inches hroad, and bound with gold lace.

The Grand Stewards of the year to wear collars of crimson
four inchies hroad, bound with silver lace.

Past Grand Officers to wear the collars ot their late offices, but
without the pendant jewel—a similar but smaller jewel in enamel,
being worn on the breast,

In the Grand Lodge and on all oceasions where the Grand Officers
appear in their official capacities, they shall wear the following
regalia :

Grand Master, .. _ . ... _._.._..-.. ... Chain over Dblue collar,
gauntlets and apron, all bound and embroidered, and
jewel,

Deputy Grand Master, . ... ... .__. Chain  over blue collar,
gauntlets and apron, all bound and embroidered, and
jewel.

District Deputy Grand Master,.. .__. Blue collar, gauntlets and
apron, all bound and cmbroidered, and jewel.

Sewior and Junior Wardens,. . ... 1

Chaplain,. ... ... . .___.__. ll Blue collar, gauntlets and

Treasurer, ... ... ____ ... ... & apron, all hound and

Registrar,. ... __. ... ... ... Jewel.

Secretary, .. .. oot e e,

All other Grand Officers,.... ... .. Blue collar and apron all

bound, and jewel.
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APRONX,

Fatered Apprecdice.—A plain white lamb skin. from fourteen to
sixteen inches wide. twelve to fourteen inches deep. square
at bottom. and without ornament : white strings.

Fellow Craft.—A plaiu white lamb skin. similar to that of’ the
entered apprentice. with the addition only of two sky-blue
roseftes at the hottom,

Master Moson.—"The sames with sky-blue Tining and edging, one
and a hadt inch deep, and  an additional rosette on the fall or
flap, and silver tassels, No other colonr or ornainent shall
he allowed except to ofticers and past officers of lodges, who
may have the cinblemns of their offices in silver or white in
the centre of the apron,

The Masters und Past Masters ol Lodoes to wear, in liew and in the
place of the three rosettes on the master’s apron, perpendicular
lines upon horizontal lines. therehy forming three several sets
of two right angles @ the length of the horizontal lines to he
two inches and a halt’ cacli. and of the perpendicular lines one
inel o these emiblems to be of ribbon, half an inch broad, and
of the ~ame colour as the lining and edging of the apron or of
silver. I grand officers. similar emblems, of garter-blue or gold.

Grand Stewards, present und pust.—Aprons of the siune dimensions,
lined with crimnson, edeing three and o hulf inches, bownd with
silver, and silver tassels.

(irand Officers of the Grand Lodye, present and past—Aprons of
the smne dimensions, lined with garter-blue, edging three and
a half inches bound  with gold. and gold tassels, with the
emblens of their oflices, in gold or blue, in the centre,

The apron of the District Deputy Grand  Masters to have the
emblen of their office in gold embroidery, in the centre, and the
acacia and seven  eared wheat embroidered on the eduing, one on
cach side.

The apron of the Deputy Grand Master to have the emblem of
his office in gold embroidery iu the centre, and the promegranate
and lotus alternately embroidered in gold on the cdging,

The apron of the Grand Master is ornamented  with the blazing
sun embroidered in gold in the centre, on the edging the
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pomegranate and lotus with the seven cared wheat at each corner,
and also on the fall ; all in gold embroidery : the fringe of gold
bullion. ‘

Every application for a warraut to hold a new Lodge must be
by petition to the Grand Master, signed by at least seven regularly
registered masons; and the Lodges to which they formerly
helonged must he specified.  The petition must he recommended
by the officers of’ some regular Lodge. and be transmitted to the
Distriet Deputy Grand Master, who is to forward it, with his
recommendation and opinion thereon to the Grand Secretary, to
be submitted to the Grand Master, or the Deputy Grand Master.
It the praver of the petition he granted, the Grand Master or the
Deputy €irand Master may  issne a dispensation, authorizing the
brethren to meet as a Lodge. until a warrant of constitution be
granted by the Grand Lodge.

The following is the fori of the petition :—

»To the M. W. Grand Master of the Fraternity of Ancient Free

and Accepted Masons of Canada :

* We, the nndersigned. being regular registered masons of the
Lodges mentioned against our respective names, having the pros-
perity of the cratt at heart, are anxious to exert our best endea-
vours to promote and diffuse the geunuine principles of the art ;
and, for the convenicney of our respective dwellings and other
good reasons, we are desirous of forming a new lodge to be
named In consequence of this
desire, we pray for 1 warrant of constitution, empowering us to
meet as a regular Lodge. at
on the of every month, and there to
discharge the duties of masonry, in a constitutional manner,
according to the forms of the order. and the laws of the Grand
Lodge : and we have nominated aund do recommend brother
[A. B.] to be the first master, brother [C. D.] to be the first Senior
Warden, and brother [E. I'.] to be the first Junior W arden, of
the said Lodge.  The prayer of this petition being granted, we
promise strict obedience to the commands of the Grand Master
and the laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge.”

In order to avoid irregularities, every new  Lodge should be
solemnly constituted by the (srand Master, with his Deputy and
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Wardens : or in the absence of the Grand Master. by his Deputy
or the District Deputy Grand Master of that District, who shall
choose some master of a lodge to assist him, £ both those officers
be absent, the Grand Master inay appoint some other grand officer
or Master of a Lodge to act as depnty pro tempore.

The following is the mammer of constituting a new Lodge, accord-
ing to the ancient usages of Masons,

A Lodge is duly formed; and, after prayver. an ode in honor of
masonry is sung.  The Grand Master is then infornied. by the
Secretary. that the brethren present desive to be tormed intoa new
Lodge, &e., &eo The petition, the dispensuation, and the warrant
or charter of constitution, arc now read.  The minutes of the Lodge.
while under dispensation, are likewise read 5 and, being approved.
are declared regular and valid, and sivned by the Grand Master.
The Grand Master then inquires if the brethren approve of the
officers who are nomiuated in the warrant to preside over themn.—
This heing signified in masonie torm, an oration on the nature and
design of the institution is delivered.  The Jodw: is then consecratedd
according to ceremonies proper and usual on those oceasious. hut
not proper to he written, and the Grand Master constitutes the
lodge in ancient forn.

The candidates, or the new Master and Wardens, being vet
among the brethren, the tirand Master asks his Deputy, ithe hath
examined them, and found the candidate master well skilled in the
noble science and the rvoval art, and duly instructed in our
mysteries, &c.  The deputy answering in the affivmative, he shall
(by the Grand Master's order) take the candidate from among his
fellows. and present him to the Grand Master 1 saying.  Most
Worshipful Grand Master, I present this my worthy brother to he
installed Master of the Lodge, whom 1 know to be of good morals
and great skill, true and trusty. and a lover of the whole fraternity
wheresoever dispersed over the face of the carth.”

Then the Grand Master. placing the candidate on his left hand,
having asked and obtained the wnanimous consent ot all the
brethren, shall say @ =1 appoint you the Master of this Lodge, not
doubting your capacity and care to preserve the cement of the
Lodge,"r &ec.. with some other expressions that are proper and
usual on that occasion, but not proper to be written.
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Upon this, the Deputy shall rehearse the charges and regula-
tions of a Master, and the Grand Master shall ask the candidate,
saying, *“ Do you submit to these charges and promise to uphold
these regulations, as Masters have done in all ages?”™  The can-
didate  signitying his cordial submission thereunto, the Grand
Master shall, by certain significant ceremonies and ancient usages,
instal him, and present him with the constitutions, the lodge-book,
and the instruments of his office, 1ot altogether, but one after
another; and after each of thein, the Grand Master. or his Deputy,
shall rehearse the short and pithy charge that is suitable to the
thing preseuted.

After this, the members of this new Lodge, bowing all together
to the Grand Master. shall return him thanks, and immediately
do their homage to their new master. and signify their promise of
subjection and obedience to him, by the usual congratulation.

The Deputy and the Grand Wardens, and any other brethren
present, that are not members of the new Lodge, shall next con-
gratulate the new Master; and he shall retwrn his becoming
acknowledgment to the Girand Master first, and to the rest in
their order.

Then the Grand Master desires the new master to enter imme-
diately upon the excersise of his office, in naming his Wardens :
and the new Master, calling forth the two brothers. presents them
to the Grand Master, for his approhation.  That being  granted
the senior or junior Grand Warden, or some brother for him, shall
rehearse the charges of Wardens ; and the candidates being
solemnly asked, by the new Master, shall signify their submission
thereunto.

Upon which, the new master, presenting then with the instruments
of their office, shall, in due form, instal then in their proper places :
and the brethren shall signity their obedience to the new W ‘ders,
by the usual congratulation. The other elected oficers of the
Lodge, and those appointed, are theu invested in ancient form,

The Lodge being thus completely constituted, shall

vegistered in the Grand Master’s book, and by his order
to the other Lodges.

he
notified
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The Most Worshipful the (zrand Master appointed the following
brethren a conunittee to prevare the Book of Constitutions for
circulation, namely -

ROW. Bros, Stephens and Harvis. and V., W, Bro, Oshorue

On the application of the W. M. of St. Joln’s Lodge of London,
and of the SOW, of St John's Lodge of Ingersolll permission wias
granted to the officers of those Lodges. o continue to wear their
present regalia, until Tll(*)’ v ]»l‘(,)('ln'('t] that in aceordance with
the coustitution.

The M. W, Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following
brethren a Committee, to divide the Provinee into Thistricts :—
. W, Bros. Bernard, Stephens, Lundy, and W, Br, Moflatt,

The M. W, the Grand Master then anuounced that the {irst
husiness of the atternoon sitting ot the Gradd Lodee would be the
election of Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year.

The Grand Lodge was then called from fabor to refreshient, to
meet at S,

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 5, p.oan,

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne.

The M. W. Grand Master nomdnated I, WL Bros. Bellhouse
and Daniell and W, Br. Smith, Scrutineers, for taking the votes
of the Brethren in the election of’ Grand Officers,

The election of Grand Otficers was then proceeded with, and the
following Brethren were declared duly eleeted

The M. W, Br. W, Morcer Wilson, MWL Greand Mauster,
R. = A, Bernard. Deputy Grand Master,
=« ) H. Isaaeson, Grand Senior Warden,
“ = Charles Magill, “ Junior Warden,
The Rev.St. Geo, Canlfield, * Chaplain.
. W. “  Win, Bellhouse, * Treasurer.
“ “ T, B. Harris, ~ Registrar,
V. o« John Oshorne, = Grand Seeretary,

An open vote having heen taken for Grand Tyler, Br. Johu
Morrison was declared clected.
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The Grand Master then appointed a Committee, composed of
R. W, Brs. Bernard, Stephens and Simpson, for arranging the
numbers of the various affiliated Lodges, according to the respec-
tive dates of their formation.

The Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, to meet
at 7 o’clock, p. m.

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 8 o’clock, p. m.

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne.

The Committee appointed for the division of the Province into
Districts, presented their Report, and on motion it was Resolved,
That the Province be divided into the following seven masonic
Districts, viz :

No. 1.-~THE LoNDON DISTRICT—

To comprise that portion of the Province lying between its
extreme Western boundary and the Eastern boundaries of the
Counties of Perth, Middlesex, Elgin, Fluron and Bruce.

No. 2.—THE HAMILTON DISTRICT—

To comprise that portion of the Province lying between the

London District and the River Credit.
No. 3.—THE TORONTO DISTRICT—

To comprise that portion of the Province lying between the

Rivers Credit and Trent, including the carrying place.
No. 4.—rtHE CENTRAL DISTRICT—-—

To comprise all that portion of the Province lying between the

River Trent and Lower Canada, including Prince Edward’s Island.
No. 5.—rnE MONTREAL DISTRICT—

To comprise all that portion lying between Western Canada and

the Richelieu and St. Lawrence Rivers, including Sorel.
No. 6,—rtuE EASTERN TOWNSHIP DISTRICT—

To comprise all that portion lying South-east of the Richelieu
and the St. Lawrence Rivers.

No 7.—rHE QUEBEO DISTRICT—

To comprise the remaining part of Lower Canada.
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On motion of R. W. Br. Simpson, seconded by R. W. Br.
Stephens, it was unanimously

ResoLveD :
That the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, be held at

the City of Montreal.
R. W. Br. Simpson gave notice that at the Grand Lodge meet-
ing to-morrow he would move

That this Grand Lodge meet annually on the second Wednesday in July,
instead of the first Wednesday as new stated in the Constitution.

R. W. Br. Daniell gave notice that at the Grand Lodge meet-
ing to-morrow, he would move

To amend Section 8, of the Constitution, to make it read, That no
Brother, except the Grand Chaplain, shall be eligible to any office in the
Grand Lodge, unless he has been regularly installed Worshipful Master of
« private Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then called fromn labor to refreshment, to
meet again the following morning at 10 o’clock.

Fripay, July 11.
The Grand Lodge resumned its sitting at one o’clock.

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne,

The Committee appointed by the Grand Lodge to arrange the
numbers of the warrants of the affiliating lodges presented the
following report, which was on motion unanimously adopted.

The Committee appointed to determine the respective numbers
of the Lodges under this jurisdiction, adopting the principle
determined upon by this Grand Lodge, have the honor to submit
the following catalogue :—

No. ..—Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, Montreal.

2.—Niagara ...... Lodge.......covvvnenn.. Niagara.
3.—Barton........ i i ieeienan Hamilton.
4.—Union....... e Grimsby.
5.—Norfolk....... e e Simcoe.
6.—Sussex........ et ia Brockville.
7.—Prevost....... et et Dunham.
8.—Golden Rule... “ ... ... .. ..., Stanstead.
9.—St. George’s... ' L...........o... St. Catharines.

10.—Prince Edward ** ................. Picton.
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No. 11.—Nelson .......Lodge.....cocoevrennnnn Clarenceville.
12.—St. Andrew’s.. © ... cciieiieeenn St. Andrew’s.
13.—St. George’s... “  ..iiiiiiiiiiseann Montreal.
14,—St. John's..... i tie e London.
15,—Zetland....... e e Montreal.
16.—King Solomon. “ ........cieeiine Toronto.
17.—Lodge of Strict Observance........... Hamilton.
18.—-8t. John’s..... Lodge...oovveennnnnnn. Cayuga.
19.—Thistle........ L PO Amherstburgh.
20,—St. John’s..... it Hamilton.
21.—St. Thomas.... “ ...coeevieennnnn. St. Thomas.
22.—Brant......... C eeitereaneeaes Brantford.

923, —Great Western. * . . ... ... Windsor.
24.—Wellington..... * .....c..iciian Dunnville,
25.—Shefford....... i i ieeeee . ... Waterloo.
26.—Vaughan...... G RN Maple.
27,—Harmony...... S Binbrook.
28 —Wellington .... * ... ...l Stratford.
29.—Hoyle......... “oll . . ... . La Colle.
30.—Aecacia ........ i e Hamilton.
31.—St. Andrew’s... ‘ ....iiiiiiiieann Caledonia.
32.—Xilwinning ... “ ...l London.
33.—Rehoboam. .. .. U Toronto.
34 ~—Jacques Cartier ““ .... ............ Montreal.
35.—St. Franeis..... “ ...l Melbourne,
36.—St. John’s...... i iirie e Ingersoll.
37.—-King.......... i i King.
38.—Victoria....... e i iieeeaes Sherbrooke.
39.—Alma ......... i i e Galt.

Your Committee regret that several Lodges affiliated with the
Grand Lodge of Canada, have failed tofurnish the returns required
by the Grand Lodge, in order to enable your Committee to
ascertain their proper numerical position.

R. W. Br. Simpson, moved in accordance with notice given on
the previous day.

That the Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge be held on the
second Wednesday, instead of the first Wednesday in July, as stated in the
Constitution,

Which was seconded by W. Br. Bungay, and unanimously
adopted.

R. W. Br. Daniell moved, in accordance with notice given on
the previous day,

That Section 8 of the Constitution be altered to read, That no Brother
except the Grand Chaplain shall be eligible to eny office in the E}ora:(ll

Lodge, unless he has been regularly installed Worshipful Master of a
private Lodge.
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In awendment, it was ioved by RW. Br. Bellhouse, seconded

by R W, Br. Harris,

That the word “elective” be prefixed to the word “ office ” in the motion
of . W, Br. Daniell.

And the motion, as amended. was nnanimously adopted,

The Grand Lodge was then ealled from labor to retrestunent till
halfpast 3 o clock, p. .

The Grand Lodge vesumed its sitting at half-past 8 p, .

The M. W, Grand Master on the Throne,

The M. W, the Cirand Master was pleased to confirm the nomi-
nation |>)' the |An]}_"<~> of the l'cslnwti\‘l' Districts of

15 W B Jiones Danidell as DL D Go M, tor the London District,

W, O Stephens o - TLanilton

G, Lo Allen - - Toronto -
- - W. B. Ninpsorn . - Central
“ == PO D0 Brown - - Montreal

The MWL Grand Master was then pleased 1o appoint the fol-
fowing Drethren

VWL Bre. James Mottt as Grand Scnior Deacon,

. K. Swith, - Junior Deacon,

oo UL Rastriek, - Superintendent of Works,
Jo U Spenee. - Divector of Ceremonies.
R. AL Malcohn, Assistant Grand Secretary.
G, W Powell, - “ D. of Ceremonies,
J. W, Haldimand, Grand Sword Bearer.
W. T, Thomas, o Opganist,

< UL Fowler, Assistant Grand Organist,
Samuell Ross. Grand Pursuivant.
D Morris, )
e el Fowler,
A. N, Abbott,
o Do HL Cronse, o Gnd Stewards,
w0 Thos, Fleteher,
w1 R Carroll,
« = D. Barker
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The Grand Officers for the ensuing year, present, were then in-
stalled, invested and proclaimed in due and ancient form.

R. W. Br. Lundy gave notice that he would at the next meeting
move, seconded by R. W. Br. G. H. Allen,

That so much of the Coustitution of this Grand Lodge as restricts a
brother from being a member of more than one Lodge be repealed.

The Committee appointed to consider the application of the
brethren in Kingston for a warrant for the Cataraqui Lodge, then
presented the following Report, which was. on motion of Br.
Martin, seconded by R. W. Br. Daniell, unanimously adopted :

“ That your Committee consider it to be the imperative duty of
the Grané Lodge to require in cvery case a perfect compliance with
its Constitution, and therein they find it provided that every appli-
cation for a warrant to hold a new Lodge must be recommended
by the Officers of some regular Lodge, and also, that the place of
holding the meetings of the Lodge shall be stated in the petition.
These conditions have not been complied with in the petition
referred to, and your Committee conceiving that it is not in the
power of the Grand Lodge, without special resolution, to dispense
with these requirements, recommend that the application be
returned to the Brethren by the Grand Secretary, with a request
that these omissions may be supplied. and that a warrant or dis-
pensation should then be granted.”

The Committee appointed to consider and report on the address
ofthe Grand Master, read the following report,

Report of the Comimnittee on the Address of the Most Worshipful the
Grand Master.

Your Committee beg leave to report :—

* That the address of the Most Worshipful the Grand Master
contains matter of the greatest importance to, and deeply affecting
the vital interest of our Grand Lodge, and the craft in general in
this Province,

“That the report of our progress so far, and of our present
position is highly gratifving, and should call forth an earnest
expression of our heartfelt gratitude to the great Architect of the
Universe for the blessings of Heaven thatshave been so benignly
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and freely shed on our path.  While the diffieulties with which
we have had and may still have to contend should onlv have the
efteet which was doubtlesstheir desigu.to call forth increased vigilenee,
to prevent our slumbering at our posts, and it possible, to stimnulate
us tostill greater exertion in the cause of our beloved order,

“To the Most Worshiptul the Grand Master, your Grand Lodge
is indebted for his devotion and zeal in visiting  the Sabordinate
Lodges, aud every where maintaining the diguity of his position.
The most cordial eonenrrence must be felt by vour Grand Lodge
in the sentiments expressed in the address, of the sense of” obliga-
tion towards the members composing the varions Committees, in
whose hands. the business of the Grand Lodge  was placed,
especially to the adviee and assistanee of Ro W Bro. Stephens, the
value of which could only he enhanced by the willing and constant
manner in which it lus been vendered,

“To the various Officers of the Grand Lodge, aud particularly
to the Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Berard
much of its present position of prosperity is dne, for the uutiring
zeal and ability  with which their dnties have been performed.—
Your committee would deenm it only necessary further on this
point to remark, that your present meeting of Grand Lodge. in
itself displays the essential clenents of prosperity and suceess in
the good feeling and brotherly love which have prevailed, no
matter how wide the difference of opinion on the varions subjects
under discussion. or how ciarnest the argunients in their support,

= Of the Most Waorshiptul the Grand Lodge of Treland, the parent
of a munber of your afliliating Lodges. your Commnittee would
desire to make honorable mention.  The first, of our parent Grand
Lodges, to extend to us the right hand of fellowship, to express
their belief in the integrity of our motives, and to entertain and
appreciate our assurances that the welfare and progress.aye, even
the existenee itself of masonry in this Provinee reign paraimount
in onr hearts, acknowledging the correetness of our procecdings
even to the amulling of old and still revered authority 1 for this
prompt and truly traternal treatnient vour Grand  Lodge camot
entertain nor eapress too deep a sense of gratitude.

“Your Connittee would express their confidence that the Grand

Lodges of England and Scotland, cotnposed as they are of most
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enlightened and generous brethren, will, before our next Commu.
nication, have also admitted the justice of our cause, and recognized
our constitutional position.

“To the several Grand Lodges in the United States, who have
acknowledged the legitimacy of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and
with whom we are now in fraternal communication, the cordial
feelings of your Grand Lodge should be expressed. May the
Supreme Ruler of the Universe grant that ¢ prospering they may
prosper,’ to the diffusion of light and knowledge throughout their
respective districts. To the Brethren of Kentucky, especially, your
Grand Lodge is indebted for kindness to, and cordial reception of,
your Grand Master, in his recent visit.

“Your Committee regret, however, that the duty entrusted to
them involves matter of a less pleasing nature, and with much
pain feel compelled to allude to the position adopted towards us
by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, still in connec-
tion with the Grand Lodge of England. While they cannot but
congratulate you on the truly masonic teeling whichhas characteri-
zed the management of the affairs of your Grand Lodge, and the
tone of its correspondence in strictly adhering to the principles of
attributing to those brethren remaining in connection with the
Grand Lodge of England the same and equal credit for sincere and
masonic motives, to that we claim for oursclves, and in every case
avoiding the least approach to any expression of a personal nature
conceiving the “good of the craft” is, or ought to be, the chief aim
of every brother, it must therefore be a matter of regret that any
brother of the Provincial Grand Lodge, while, personally, profes-
sing the approval of the motives by which we were actuated,
admitting the necessity for the cstablishment of a Grand Lodge
of Canada, and expressing the hest wishes for success, and
hesitating only as to the decisiveness with which we have acted,
should have so far forgotton the principles of masonry as to asperse
and malign our mnotives, and isrepresent our conduct and position
in a civcular issued to other Grand Lodges, without even having
the candour to furnish us with a copy, and this too before their
parent Grand Lodge and governing body had expressed any
opinion onour proceedings. This conduct is the more reprehensible,
as it is well known that we have the sympathy of a great
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majority of the Lodges and brethren still adhering to them. who
await the decision ot that Grand Lodge.

“Your Committee regret that they canmot but concur in the
remarks of the M. W, the (Grand Master in the action of the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York towards us. believing as they do,
that interested influences, of which your Grand Lodge is doubtless
aware, have been brought to bear to our prejudice.  But they
cannot passover this part of their duty without alluding to the
anomally of a (rand Lodge, whose internal state is such as to
require the remarks made by its Grand Master, in the same
paragraph in which he denounces us, taking upon itselfto condemn
as unmasonie, the action or motives of such of its sister Grand
Lodges as have recognised us.

* Your Committee, while regretting the action taken towards us
by parties in office in the two bodies just alluded to, would still
strongly recommend that no alteration be allowed to appear in the
tone of the correspondence of this Grand Lodge towards or respeet-
ing them, and that the privilege of our Lodges be freely extended
to such of the hrethren as may desire to use them, believing sin-
cerely that in neither of these bodics is there any brother (except
those few to whoin it is now our painful duty to refer) who would
not still be willing to grasp the hand of each member of this
Grand Lodge and hail him as a brother.

“ Your Committee, however, would recommend, that whilst this
treatment be accorded and continued to the members of those
Lodges already in existence, that this Grand Lodge being now
regularly formed and duly recognized, and that too, by one of its
parent Grand Lodges, and being, therefore, the supreme masonic
authority in this Province, that no new Lodge be considered other-
wise than as clandestine in (anada, unless it derive its authority
from this Grand Lodge, and that due notification ot such intention
be furnished to all concerned.

“ Your Committee fully concur in the remarks of the Grand
Master on the necessity for deciding on the system of working to
he adopted throughout the Province, and as to the desirableness
of including the Mark Degree in that of the Fellow Craft’s, and
beg to recommend to the Grand Lodge to appoint a Committee to
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consider these important subjects and report to the next Communi-
cation of Grand Lodge. '

“ Your Committec with pleasure refer to the allusions made in
the Grand Master’s Address, to those masonic publications that
are rapidly becoming so important, as a means of diffusing
masonic knowledge among the brethren. To the Masonic Review
of Cincinnatti your Grand Lodge is much indebted for the liberal
and unprejudiced manner in which our position has been discussed
in its columns. And your Committee consider the Grand Lodge
and the brethren generally called on to lend their support in as
great a degree as possible to the truly masonic and able journal,
lately commenced in Montreal—the Pioneer. i

“ In conclusion, your Committee would express the hope that
auother year may find us still on our onward progress, ever
advancing and exemplifying the bhenefits of masonry in a degree
hitherto unknown in this Province.”

The consideration of this Report was deferred nntil the evening
sitting of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment
to nieet at 7 o’clock, p. m.

JOHN OSBORNE, Chairman.

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 7 o’clock, p- m.
The M. W. GGrand Master on the Throne,

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the Grand
Master’s address was proceeded with, when the following Resolu-
tion was offered by R.W. Br. Daniell, seconded by W. Br. Duncan,
and unanimously carried :

That the Report of the Committee on the Grand Master’s Add b
adopted, and the Officers of the Grand Lodge be requested to carry?li: thz
principles therein laid down.

“A Committee was then appointed, composed of the Grand
Master, Deputy Grand Master, and all present and past District
Deputy Grand Masters, to consider the form of working to be
adopted by the Lodges of this Province, and also the question of

attaching the Mark Degree to that of the Fellow Craft, and to
report thereon to Grand Lodge at its next Communication.
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“ The following Report from the Grand Sceretary on the busi-
ness of the Grand Lodge since the Jast Cornmunication, was read
and received.

The Grand Secretary’s Repord.
The duties of the G. Scerctary for the past vear have been attended
with many difticultics, for the want of the proper materials to dis-
charge them punctually and with effect, these, however, are at
length heing supplied, but like all new institutions it takes tine to
develop the necessury wants for its proper working.

The (5. 8. is pleased to be enabled to lay before the Grand Lodge,
returns of Lodges up to the present tinme, shewing o list of 30
Lodges that have affiliated with the Grand Lodge sinee its forma-
tion, and to which warrants have heen issued, with a registry of
1,179 members in good stunding.  There have heen also 9 dispen.
sations granted by the Grand Muster, and issued for new Lodges,
under this Jurisdiction. and several other distriets are writing for
the form ot applicatiow.

The Grand Sceretary would impress upon all Lodges the real
necessity of the greatest care heing taken in sending their returns
regularly and corvectly, and the indispensible vequirements that
the Christian name must be in full, together with the various
headings properly filled up. so that the Registry may he correctly
kvpt.

THOS, B HARRIS, ¢ S

[t was moved by R.W. Bro. Bernard, sccouded by TW, Bro.
Stephens, and

RESOLVED :
That the best thanks of the Grand Ludge are due and are hereby

tendered to R. W. Bro. Harris, for the zeal an.d assi_duity displayed
in conduecting the business of his office from the formation of the Grand
Lodge.

The following Report of the Grand Treasurer for the same
period, was then read and received.

The Grand Treasurer’s Report.

The Receipts of the Grand Lodge from the time of its formation
to the present have been very limited and as the disburscments
were altogether of a petty nature it wax deemed proper, to save
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as much trouble as possible to the G. Secretary, that he should keep
the account. The receipts up to the present time amount to
£93 5s.—and the payments to £64 14s 4d—leaving a balance of
£28 10s 8d in the G. Secretary’s hands.

In the commencement of every great undertaking, there have of
necessity, a great many preliminary expenses to be incurred, and
the Grand Lodge of Canada has proved no exception to this rule. The
following Lodges, namely : Norfolk, Simcoe, Strict Observance, St.
Johns, and Barton, Hamilton, and St. Johns, London, anticipated
this necessary outlay,and early sent inliberal donations which tended
of course to enable the . Secretary to meet the required demands
without either himself or the Treasurer being at any time in much
cash advance, and the G. Treasurer thinks the thanks of the Grand
Ludge should be given to the Lodges mentioned for thus early
contributing to the funds of the Grand Lodge.

Whilst however the disbursements during the past few months
have been so limited, the amount now due by the Grand Lodge for
printing and other expenses is large, and as extensive and expensive
orders have been given out, the G. Treasurer can only urge upon the
the Lodges affiliating with this Grand Lodge the absolute necessity
ot following in the footsteps of the Lodges already named so that
the finances of the Grand Lodge of Canada may alwavs be in a
flourishing state. .

In addition to the orders already given, others for things necessary
to the dignified and proper working of the Grand Lodge, now
tollow, and as every well wisher of the prosperity of the Grand
Lodge should feel, it ought to rank second to none in the world, the
inference must be drawn that to sccure this, funds are requisite
and your (i. Treasurer fuels itis only necessary to remind the Repre-
sentatives of the various Lodges of the fict, to insure him being
placed in a position at all times to meet the legitimate demands of
the Grand Lodge.

It is estimated that at least £1,500 must be collected ere the

Grand Lodge will he in possession of the usual G, L. Clothing,
Jewels, &e.

WILLIAM BELLHOUSE, @. 7.
Grand Lodge Room, Hamilton, 11th July, 1856,
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[t was moved by R. W. Br. Simpson, seconded by R. W. Br.
Daniell, and

ReEsoLveDp:

That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be offered to R. W. Br. Bellhouse,
for the care and attention he has bestowed upon the discharge of his duty
as Grand Treaaurer.

The following Report of the Standing Committee on Correspon-
dence was reud.

To the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Your Comumittee appointed by the Grand Lodge at its last
Communication, for conducting the Foreign Correspondence of
Grand Lodge, and for other general purposes, heg to report:

That with the least possible delay, after the consceration of the
Grand Laodge of Canada, and the installation of the Most
Worshipful the Grand Master and Grand Officers, they prepared
an address from this Grand Lodge, to the Grand Lodge of England,
which having been submitted to and approved by the Grand Master,
was signed by him on behalf of the Grand Lodge, the seal of the
Graud Lodge was aftived, and the address was forwarded officially
to the Grand Lodge of England.  Copics were sent direct to all
the Grand Officers of that Grand Lodge, and through an influential
Lrother in England, W. Bro. I. J. Bigg, a copy was also forwarded
to every Lodge in England.

Similar addresses were likewise prepared for, and sent in proper
form to the Grand Lodges of Treland and Scotland, and to the
various Grand Lodges in the United States,

To these addresses an official notitication has already been
received of most cordial recognition of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, by one ot our Mother Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge
of Ireland. The promptitude with which that Grand Lodge
responded to our appeal and the truly fraternal and generons
manner in which that rveady recognition was conveyed, your
Committee feel, cutitle that Grand body to our warm and
lusting gratitwde and respect—a feeling in which, they doubt not,
the Grand Lodge will heartily unite.

From several Grand Lodges of the United States similar com-

munications have been received, ackuowledging the correctuess of
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our position and reciprocating our proferred hand of fraternal
affection; with those Grand Lodges we have now commenced a
masonic correspondence, which it is both hoped and believed,
neither time nor circumstances can ever interrupt. Many other
of the American Grand Lodges which have held no communication
since the receipt of our address, have forwarded copies of their
Annual Reports, and in several instances accompanied by assurances
of fraternal recognition at the approaching Communications of
their Grand Lodges. v

No reply has been received to our address from the Grand Lodge
of England, although ample time has elapsed since their
Quarterly Communication in June. Your Committee deeply
regret to feel that this is but u continuation of the neglect which the
Brethren in this Province have ever experienced at the hands of
the Grand Lodge ot England.

By the Grand Lodge of New York and a few other Grand Lodges
of the United States, the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada
has been considered somewhat precipitate, and its recognition has
consequently been for a time deferred ; but, although the present
decision of those Grand Lodges has heen unfavorable to the Grand
Lodge of Canada, whatever may be the impression entertained by
any members of this Grand Lodge with regard to the motives that
may have influenced their action, vour Committee helieve that the
course taken by those Grand Lodges has been the result of con-
scientious convictions that they were acting correctly ; at the same
time your Committee feel assured that such conviction arose from
an absence of full information with regard to the facts of our case,
and your Committee anticipate with confidence that ere long those
Grand Lodges will fully understand the justness of our cause and
the correctness of our action, and that they will then cheerfully
unite with their sister Grand Lodges in acknowledging the legitimacy
of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

The Grand Secretary has put into the hands of your Committee
the Annual Reports of several Grand [odges in the United States,
which have afforded your Committec very great pleasure and a vast
amount of masonic information, and, without alluding especially
to any individual Report, your Committee had intended to have
referred at some length to a few subjects mentioned in those
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Reports, to which they felt itto be of the highest importancee that the
attention of the Brethren shonld be particularly called ; but sinee
the preparation of their Report, the revision and confirmation of
the Constitution of the Grand Lodge has so satistactorily provided
tor the whole of the matter capable off being controlled by laws,
that it would be necdless now to oceupy the time of the Grand
Lodge by further reterence thereto.

Your Committee will conelunde their remarks with a reforence to
matter that inost seriously and injuriously affects the true principles
and henevolent objects of the Order, and deserves the strongest
condemnation at oar hands, viz.. the unworthy and unjustifiable
nses made of Free Masonry for sellish ad mercenary purposes hy
travelling mendicants and trading Masons,

Ist. The Linpositions practised on the Brethren by itinerant
mendicants who infest this Continent, and by plausible representa
tions of distress. extort from the mwary members of the Craft
funds that should and would otherwise have heen bestowed on
necdy and  deserving brethren, The grent manjority. i not the
whole of these persons—Masons only in name——are  dissipated,
worthless vagabonds, who prefer a lite of idleness and beggary to
oie of Lhonest industry. I thus commenting upon the trequent
claiins made upon the charity of Brethren by imposters, or unworthy
objects, vour Comnittee would by no means desive to eurtail
the proper exervise of that virtue which Masons so ardently admire
and so universally practice. but they would strongly recommend,
as asafeanard against imposition. that o Comumittee of Benevolenee
should be appointed by the Lodge or Lodges of cach town, coni-
posed of inembers whose engagenments would best enable them to
aflord the time, and whose Muasonie knowledge would protect the
funds of the Craft from heing abstracted by any undeserving object
or Masonic impostor,

2nd. The inproper use that is ade of Masonic sy mbols tor the
purpose of peeuniary gain, particularly inour husiness relations.
These Masoute emblems are exhibited on sign hoards and business
cards, and worn on the person in the form of” jewelry, with a view
of conveyving to the world the inpression that the owner is a member
ot the Craft. and proud to acknowledge it, whilst in most cases
your Committee fear the true object is to promote the business
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in which they arc engaged, which is a most unwarrantable and
unmasonic perversion of onr principles to mercenary and unworthy
motives.

These subjects have heen so ably treated in the Report of one
of our sister Grand Lodges that the Committee think it well to
annex its remarks, as follows :

“The Craft have been sorely imposed upon by itinerant mendi-
cants.  Numbers of them have not been associated with a Lodge
for years; losing sight of the Institution in their prosperity, they
contributed nothing to the relief of” others, but now that pinching
want opens their cyes. they are loudest in praises of the Ancient
Order they so dearly love, and are most ready to remind us of our
dutics to o brother in distress; some of the most accomplished
among them, together with Masonic pedlars. you will discover
with Masonic emblems curiously wrought in their breast-pins,
finger rings or watch seals; thesc intruders should be avoided.

“Jt is a matter of regret that we perceive a disposition in some
of our highly estcemed brethren to imitate these impostors by
wearing, conspicuously upon their apparel, a Masonic device.—
Masonry does not expect her votaries to expose her to the gaze of
the world ; in her modesty she shrinks from a boast of her exist-
ence, preferring to see herself advertised through the medium of
untold benevolence and acts of hidden charity ; her excellencies
flourish most when cherished in the warm hosom of chastity that
vaunteth not itself, rather than in that soil which hringeth forth the
flower without the fruit.

“ Connected with this custom is one cqually, iff not more offen-
stve and unmasonie, by which our sacred temple is converted into
a house of merchandize. Many of our brethren, forgetful of their
avowal, made on entering its portals, that they arc uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, violate this pledge by placing upon their sig;l
boards, vehicles and cards. masonic symbols and emblems which
should possibly pertain as a means of advertisement to those
brethren alone who are muanufacturers of masonie clothing and
jewels.  This custom may have obtained among the Craft from
a mistaken conception of the principles of our institution and 1
would seriously rccommend the passage of a rcsulutiol; which
leaves the Lodges without a discretion, in compelling its members
to remove these emblems from public gaze, and advising the mem-
bers of our order to avoid all business transactions with any house
in which they may be displayed.”

- W. C. STEPHENS, Chairman.
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It was moved by V. W. Br. Abbott, seconded by R. W. Br.
Magill, and unanimously

ReEsoLveD :

That the Report of the Committec on Foreign Correspondence be
received and adopted.

It was moved by R. W. Br, Oshorne, seconded by W, Br, Baine,
and unanimously
ResoLvep :

That the best thanks of the Grand Lodge are due, and are hereby
tendered to W. Br. F. J. Bigg, of London, England, for the valuable
assistance he has rendered this ¢irand Lodge, by bringing our address

before the Grand Lodge and private Lodyes in England, and for warmly
advocating our cause in that Grand Lodge, and with the Craft generally.

R. W. Br. Bernard then moved, seconded by 1. W, Br.

Simpson,

That the Grand Master be requested to nominate a brother as represen-
tative of this Grand Lodge, at the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of
Ireland,

Which having been unanimously adopted, the M. W. the Grand
Master was pleased to appoint R, W. Br. M. Furnell, Provincial
G. M., of North Munster, Ireland, to be such representative,

RR. W. Br. Bernard moved, seeonded by R W. Br, Oshorne,

That the Grand Master be requested to nominate a brother as represeu-
tative at the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Vermont.

When the M. W. the Grand Master was pleased to appoint
R. W. Br. J. B. Bowdish, as such representative.

The Grand Secrctary was directed officially to communicate the
foregoing resolutions,

It was then moved by R W, Br. Simpson, seconded by R, W,

Br. Daniell, which was unanimonsly carried.

That the Grand Lodge appreciating the kind and valuable counsel and
services at all times, of R. W. Bro. Stephens, do present him with a
masonic honorary jewel or other suitable mark of their estecm.

The Grand Master appointed R W, Br. Simpson, Daniell; Harris,
Oshorne, and Br. Duggan a Committee to carry out the wishes of
the Grand Lodge.

. W. Br. Osborne then moved, seconded by R. W. Br.

Bellhouse, and it was unanimously adopted,

That the best thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered to the Most
Worshipful the Grand Master, for his devotion and zeal in behalf of the

Grand Lodge.
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On motion of R. W. Br. Magill seconded by R. W. Br.
Harris, it was unanimously resolved,

That the warmest thanks of the Grand Lodge be expressed to the R. W.
Deputy Grand Master Br. Bernard, for his great and successful exertions

in furtherance of the good of the craft.

The Grand Master appointed the following Committees for
conducting the business of the Grand Lodge during the ensuing

Masonic yeur.

COMMITTEES. 5856-h8H7.

(orrespondence—
R. W. Br. Dr. Lundy,
R. W. Br. W. Bellhouse.

Constitutions and Regulations—

R. W. Br. R. Bull,

Br. Dr. Duggan.
Warrants—

R. W. Br. T. B. Harris,

R. W. Br. Dr. Lundy,
Grievances—

R. W. Br. C. Magill,

W. Br. J. R. Holden,
;1])/;?(118—'

W. Br. J. R. Holden,

W. Br. J. W, Baine,
Finance—

R. W. Br. W. Bellhouse

W. Br. J. Harris,

R. W. Br. T. B. Harris,

Accounts of Representatives—

1

R. W. Br. J. H. Isaacson,

W. Br. 8. Ross,
Charity—

W. Br. J. Harris,

R. W. Br. W. Bellhouse,

V. W. Br. 8. Ross,

W. Br. H. J. Martin,

Audit—
W. Br. H. B. Bull,

R. W. Br. J. H. [saacson.

R. W, Br. R. Bull,
R. W. Br. T. B. Harris,

Br. F. .J. Rastrick,
RR. W. Br. . Bull.

R.W. Br, . Bull,
W. Br. .J. W. Baine.

L. W, Br. (. Magill,
R. W, Br. R. Bull.

R.W. Br. R. Bull,
Br. Dr. Duggan,

W. Br. H. J. Martin,
R. W. Br. T. B. Harris,

R. W. Br. R. Bull,
V. W. Br. H. Crouse,
V. W. Br. J. Moffat,

W.Br.J. F. McCuaig,

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form, with solemn

Prayer.

J. OSBORNE, @. 8.
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GRAND LODGE OTF CANADA.

At the second Annual Commumication of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient Free und Aceepted Masons of Canada, held at the Masomic
Hall, in the City of Montreal, commencing on Wednesday, the
Sth day of July, A. L. 5357, A. D. 1857,

PRESEXT.
GRAND OFFICERS.

The Most Worshipful Br. Wm. Mercer Wilson, Grand Master,
on the Throne.
RR. W. Br. A. Bernard, Deputy Gl Master.
« o« o« AW, () Stephens, . D. Gl M., Hamilton Distriet.
« o« o« G L Allen, DL D, Gl ML, Toronto District.
« ¢« W, B, Simpson, Do DL G, ML, Central District.
s« « PoD, Brown, D. D. G. M., Montreal Distriet.
“ e ey JoNeott, DDy Gl ML, Eastern Townships.,
@ o« o« Kivas Tully, Grand Scuior Warden, pro teu.
« « = Charles Magill, Grand Junior Warden.
« &« Rev, Dr. Lundy, . ¢, Chaplain, G. . pro tewm.
« « o« Wi, Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer.
«w oo Phos, Bl Tarris, Grand Registrar.
« o« o John Osborne, Grand Sceretary.
V. € ¢ Capt. Thompson Wilson, G, Senior Deacon, pro tew.
« ¢« Dr, Henry Crouse, Goodunior Deacon,
s« s O Spenee, Grand Director of Ceremonies,
w e TV Haldimand, Grand Sword Bearer.,
o« ROJ, FFowler, Assistant Grand Organist.
v« e Namuel Ross, Grand Pursuivant.
w o Dr Fowler. ) Grand Stewards.
¢ o« T J Martin, )
“  Wm. Hannah, Grand Tyler, pro tem.
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R. W. Br. A. Bernard,
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form with solemn

prayer.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed the following Brethren a
C'ommittee on Credentials viz. W. Br. David Brown, and V. W.

W. . Stephens, R. W.
W. B. Simpson, “ow
G. L. Allen, o
P. D. Brown, “ o
Rev. G, Scotd, oo
Samuel Ross, W

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA,

PAST MASTERS.

David Barker,
W. Br. F. Parsons,
Wm. Bungey,
C. R. Wilkes,
Richard Bull,
David Brown,

V. W. Br. Kivas Tully,

Br. Charles Magill,
«  Rev. Dr. Lundy,
« Wm Bellhouse,
« Thos. B. Harris,
«  John Osborne,

. Br. Capt. T. Wilson,

« H. B. Bull,
“  George Duncan,
« J. Taylor,

«  VWm. (¢. Chambers.

«  Hiram Fulford,

Br. Fowler and R. W. Br. Thos. B. Harris.

The Committee on Credentials Reported the following Repre-
sentatives of Regular Chartered Lodges present, also the officers
and representatives of the undermentioned Lodges under dispensa-
tion, whom they recommend to be admitted and take part in the

proceedings of the Grand Lodge.

No. 3.—BARTON LODGE, HAMILTON.

W. Br. C. Magill, G. J. W., W, M., and Rep.

o

H. B. Bull, P. M.

No. 4.—UNION LODGE, GRIMSBY,
W. Br. Rev. F. J. Lundy, P. G. C.,, W. M. and Rep.
No. 5.—NORFOLK LODGE, SIMCOE.
W.Br. Dr. H. Crouse, G. 5. D., W. M. and Rep.
Neo. 6.—SUBSEX LODGE BROCKVILLE.
W. Br. Thos. Camm, W. M. and Rep.

W. B. Simpson, D. D. G. M,, P. M.

““

Saml. Ross, G. P., P. M.

No. 7.—PREVOST LODGE, DUNHAM,
W. Br. David Brown, W. M, and Rep.
Rev.J.8cott, D. D. G. M., P. M.

““
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No.
No.
No.

No.

No.

No.

Neo.

No.

8.—GOLDEN RULE LODGE, STANSTEAD.
W. Br. H. J. Martin, W. M. and Rep.
10, —PRINCE EDW ARD LODGE, PICTON.
W. Br. David Barker, G. 8., I. M. and Rep.
13.—ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, MONTREAL.
W. Br. A. Bernard, D. G. M., W. M. and Rep.
15.—ZETLAND LODGE, MONTREAL.
W. Br. Jno. Martin, S. W.
“  Abraham Hoffman, J. W,
“  Robert J. Fowler, Ass't G. O.

. 16.—KING SOLOMON'S LODGE, TORSNTO.

W. Br. Kivas Tully, P. M.
1'7.—8TRICT OBSERVANCE LODGE, HAMILTOX,
W. Br. Richard Bull, P. G. 8. W, W. M. and Rep.
“  Wmn. Bellhouse, G. T., P. M,
“  Jno. Osborne, G. 5., P. M.

19.—THISTLE LODGE, AMHERSTEURGH.
W. Br. Wm. Bungey, W, M. and Rep.

. 20,—ST. JOHN’S LODGE, HAMILTON,

W. Br. Thos. B. Harris, G. R., P. M. and Rep.

. 22.—BRANT LODGE, BRANTFORD

W. Br. C. R. Wilkes, P. M. and Rep.

. 23.—GREAT WESTERN LODGE, WINDSOR,

W. Br. Geo. Duncan, W. M. and Rep.

., 24, —WELLINGTON LODGE, DUNNVILLE.

W. Br. Thos. B. Harris, (Proxy.)

., 27.—HARMONY LODGE, BINBROOK.

W. Br. J. Taylor, W. M. and Rep.

. 28.—WELLINGTON LODGE, STRATFORD.

W.Br. Dr. H. Crouse, (Proxy.)

. 30.—ACACIA LODGE, IIAMILTON.

W. Br. W. C. Stephens, D. D. G. M., W. M.
“ ‘Lhos. Duggan, P. G. 5. of W,, 5. W.
“  Thos. 5. Harris, G. R., J. W.
31,—8T. ANDREW 'S8 LODGE, CALEDONIA.
W. Br. Thos. B. Harris, (Proxy.)
32.—KILWINNING LODGE, LONDON.
W. Br. Wm. Gore Chambers, P. M. and Rep.
“  Capt. T. Wilson, P. M.

. 33.—REHOBOAM LODGE, TORONTO.

Br. W. H. Pardy, S. W. and Rep.

89
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No. 34,—JACQUES CARTIER'S LODGE, MONTREAL.

W. Br.J. W. Haldimand, G. S. B.,, W. M. and Rep.

No. 35.—ST. FRANCIS LODGE, MELBOURNE,
W. Br. W. H Fowler, G. S., W. M. and Rep.

No. 36.~—ST. JOHN’S LODGE, INGERSOLL,
W. Br. C. Magill, (Proxy.)

No. 39.—ALMA LODGE, GALT.
W. Br. Norman Booth,W. M. and Rep.
¢ Hiram Fulford, P. M.

LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

ST. JAMES’ LODGE, ST. MARY'S,
ST. JAMES’ LODGE, MAITLAND.
Br. Jne. Morey, W. M. and Rep.

RISING SUN LODGE, FARMERSVILLE.

Br. Jno. Kincaid, W. M. and Rep.

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, DELAWARE.

W. Br. R. Bull, (Proxy.)

WILSON LODGE, TORONTO,

W. Br. Kivas Tully, W. M and Rep.

BEAVER LODGE, STRATHROY.

‘W. Br. Jas. Moffatt, (Proxy.)

ALBION LODGE, NEWBURY,
W. Br. Jas. Moffatt, (Proxy.)

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, PARIS.
W. Br. H. Crouse, (Proxy.)

CLINTON LODGE, CLINTON.

KING HIRAM LODGE, TILSONBURGH.

On motion of W. Br. . B. Bull, seconded by R. W. Br. Wm.
Bellhouse, the Report of the Committee on Credentials was

unanimously adopted.

The Rev. Eli Bullou, . W. Grand Chaplain of the Grand

Lodge of the State of Vermont was announced.
Master appointed a Committee of examination.

The Grand

The Right Rev. Brother was introduced, and the Committee
presented him to the M. W. Grand Master, who greeted him kindly,
invited our worthy Br. to take aseat on the dais, at the left of the

M. W. G. M. with the usual grand honors.
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The minutes of the last regular Conmunication. held at the City
of Tlamilton, on the Sth day of July, 1856, were read, up to that
portion commeneing with the Constitution. which was, on motion
of R. W, Br. Thos. B3, Harris, scconded by W. Br. I1. B. Bull,
omitted 5 the saine having been printed and o copy furnishied to
cach Lodge, The remaining portion of the minutes were finished.

On motion of Re W Bre Bellhouse, seconded by T WL Br,
Harris, the minutes read were confirmed.

The minutes of an Emergeney Meeting ot the Grand Lodge,
held at Brantford, on the Tdth day of Octohers 3856, were read,
and on motion coufirmed.

The Grand Scerctary intormed the Grand Lodge that the minutes
of an Fmergeney Mecting, held at the Niagara Falls, on the oeea-
sion of the funeral of Br. Zimmerman, had not heen engrossed. hut
that tllv.\‘ would be ready for the consideration of the Grand Lmlgu
at its next regular Connmunication,

The Grand Lodee was called from labor to retreshment. to meet

at 3 o'clock, PN

The Grand Lodee resunmed its sitting at 3 o’clock, 170 M.
The M. W, Grand Master on the Throne.,
The Audit Committee presented and read the following

REPORT.

The Audit Commuittee for the Grand Lodge of Canada beg leave
to report that they have audited the Grand Reeretary’s and Grand
Treasurer’s aceounts for the past yvear, and find the same inoa very
satisfactory condition,

The total receipts mnount to £554 T1s 2. the disburseiments,
£173 =<, 7o leaving a balance in the haneds of the Grand Treasurer
of £151 2« 5d, and of the Grand Scerctary, £6 5s 1d., with
£10 paid to him sinee the Grand Treasurer’s account was balanced,
making the actual amount in hand £197 7 &Kd,

There are @ number of aecounts audited by vour Connnittee
which have not been paid, and theretore have not heen brought
into this account.
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In consequence of a very large number of Lodges not having
made their semi-annual returns, their indebtedness could not be
made out, so that the actual revenue of the Grand Lodge cannot
at present be correctly ascertained.

Your Committee would recommend that Masters of Lodges be
specially instructed to see that all returns are promptly made, so
that your Committee may be enabled to make a full Report at the
next Communication of the Grand Lodge.

H. B. BULL,

Granp LopGeE OFFICES, Chairman.
July 4, 1857,

It was, on motion of R. W. Br. A. Bernard, seconded by
by R. W. Br. Simpson, and

REesoLvED:
That the Report be received and adopted.

The Committee on Grievance presented and read the following :

The Standing Committee have had referred to them certain
charges against W. Br. Thos. T. Dyas, St. James Lodge, by members
of the said Lodge, which have been partly acknowledged and
partly denied by him, to which your Committee have made the
following reply, and would suggest that it be referred back to the
Committee on Grievance, when the law applicable to the question
has been decided by the Grand Lodge, and which subject will be
brought forward by the Standing Committec on Constitutions to
whom the matter was referred.

(Copy of Letter.)
W. SIR AND Br,,—

In regard to the charges preferred by St. James' Lodge, St. Mary’s,
against you as W. M., I beg to advise you that a question is involved of
such vital importance that it will be brought up by the Standing Com-
mittee on Constitutions at the next Graud Lodge Meeting, when the
D. D. G. M. shall_receive such instructions ae will enable him to investi-
gate the whole matter and adjudicate thereon.

(Signed,)
JOHN OSBORNE, @. 8.
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Your Committec have also had before them the following
Resolution pussed by the Union Lodge, No. 4, Grimsby :

Moved by Br. Geo. F. Thomas, seconded Ly Br, Senior Wurden,
and unanimnously adopted :

That Br. Ira S. Bushe, S. D. of this Lodge, having absconded from the

Province and forged the names of several parties in the vicinity ; Be it

gle(;‘elore “ Resolved,” That the said Ira S. Bushe be excluded from this
odge.

(Signed,) D. C. MACMILLAN, Secretary.

Your Connnittee beg leave to submit this Resolution for the
action of the Grand Lodge.

Your Committee have received charges from the St. John’s
Loudge, No. 14, against Br. D, W, Kernott. aud alse beg the action
of the Grand Lodyre.

Your Committee have had awder consideration charges from
Thistle Lodge, No. 19, against Br. James Forbes, John Duncan,
John Tutton, and A. K. Dewson, for unmmasonie conduct. which
they submit for the action of the Grand Lodge.

(Nigned,) €. MAGILL,
Chairman,

On motion of R, W, Br. Dr. Lundy, scconded by W, Br. 1, B,
Bull, the Report of the Grievanee Comnmittee just now read was
received,

It was moved by W. Br, 11, B. Bull, sceonded by R. W, Br,
Marris -

That a Special Committee be appointed for the purpose of investigating
the charges submitted to this Grand Lodge against Lirs, Ira S. Bushe and

J. M. Farewell, by Union Lodge No. 4, and also Br. Kermott by St. John’s
Lodge, No. 14, and to report to-morrow.

Which was wdopted.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed 16 W. Brs. Stephens and
Magill, and W, Br. T B, Bull the Conunittee,
The Finance Conmittee presented and read the following
REPORT.
Your Committee have carefully looked over the various iteins
ot receipt and expenditure as shown by the hooks and accounts of
the I, W. Grawd Treasaver and Sceretary, and find the funds of
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the Grand Lodge in a very satisfactory position. The amount of
money actually received having been sufficiently large to meet all
the expenditure required by the Grand Lodge, and have now, as
shown by the Grand Treasurer’s Report, a large balance to the
credit of the Grand Lodge. In view of this, and the fact that from
various subordinate Lodges the returns required by our Constitution
have not been received ; your Committee believe a large
acquisition to the funds of the Grand Lodge will shortly be received,
and think, therefore, they arc only discharging their duty by
recommending that the various Grand Lodge Officers entitled to
it, be paid the amount for travelling expenses, &c., as provided for
by the Book of Constitutions.

In coming to this conclusion your Committee are fully aware
that large expenses have yet to be incurred ere the Grand Lodge
will be as bountifully supplied with the nccessary regalia, &c., as
some of its elder sisters; vet, as the clements of prosperity are so
fully developed in our midst, your Committee feel that the recom-
mendation they have made is not at all premature,

(Signed,) WM. BELLHOUSE,

Chairman.

On motion of R. W. Br. Simpson, seconded by W. Br. Wilkes,
the Report of the Finance Comnmittee was received.

It was moved Ly W. Br. II. B. Bull, seconded by R. W. Br.
Magill,

That so much of the Report of the Committec on Gri
; evance as relates to
the charges against the W. M. of St. James Lodge be adopted, and that the
charges preferred by Thistle Lodge No. 19, against several Brethren be
referred back to the D. D. G. M. for that District,

Adopted.

> . H : ¥ 3
R. W. Br. Simpson gave notice that he would, on to-morrow,

move that section 2, p. 20, small edition, under the head of Grand
Muster, be expunged.

V. W. Br. Crouse gave notice that he would, on to-
that the amendments to the Constitution, as printed
Norfolk Lodge, No. 5, be adopted.

morrow, move
in a circular by
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AMENDMEXTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, PROPOSED BY NORFOLK LODGE.

Clause 1, p. 12.—Add to “and in that capacity recognizes nothing
but pure Ancient Free Masonry, consisting of three symbolic
degrees of Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason.”

Clause 2.—Expunge. Provided for in Clawse 1, p. 20,
Clause 11, p. 15.—Expunge.

Clause 12, p. 15.—Add “nor wearing any Jewel not appertaining
to Symbolic Masonry.”

Clause 15, p. 16.—After * permission of the G. M. add “and
consent of the G, L.”

Clause 16, p. 16.—Amalgamate 4 and 5 and make it © on consti-
tution and warrants.”  Amalgamate 6 and 7 and make “on
appeals and grievances.”

After Clause 16, add **all Committees shall report in writing, unless

otherwise dirceted by the (. Lodge.”

13
=]

Describe time to proceed with Election of the Grand Officers.

Clause 23, p. 18.—Amend.

Clause 24, p. 18.—The law should read thus—* The Grand Lodge
shall decide in the last resort hetween the Brethren and the
Lodges, and shall have crelusioe right to try and punish its
own Officers, and the Masters in office ot Subordinate Lodges.”

Clause 25, p. 18.—Expunge.

Clause 2, p. 19.—Amend so as to make consistent with Clause
6, p. 13.

Clause 6, p. 19.—Amend.

Clause 7, p. 19.—“ Solemnly Excluded,” infra p. 33, a note reads,
that Erclusion is only applicable when a brother is removed
from a Private Lodge.”

Clause 1, p. 20.—Repetition of Clavse 2, p. 12, expunge one or
the other.

Clause 2, p. 20.—Add “ Except by unanimous vote of the G. L.
taken by Ballot on the question of re-nomination.  If the
Ballot be clear in the affirmative, he may again be re-elected.
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Clause 3, p. 20.—Belongs to D. D, G. M.’s and should come
under that head.

Clause 7, p. 28.—Amend. The Grand Tyler is to attend the meet-
ings of the Grand Lodge, guard the outer door, and see that none
except the Grand Officers and members enter, without the
special permission of the Grand Lodge.

Clause 2, p. 29.—“At the next meeting after his election.” This
should specify some time, as “ St. John’s Day.”

Clause 7, p. 30.—Strike out “seven days clear notice.”

Clause 10, p. 31.—No Lodge “shall.”  They ecan, but it would
be illegal.

Clause 26, p. 33.—For may rcad “shall.”

Clause 27, p. 33.—Make this law explicit; say, no jewel not
appertaining to Sy mbolic Masonry.

Clause 28, p. 33.—Right, but not in accordance with Sec. 8, p.
21, Sec. 4, p. 22, and Sce. 5, p. 24.

Clause 30, pp. 34.—TFor “to attend ” read ¢ vote in.”

Clanse 31, p. 34¢.—For * from attending ” read “ voting in.”

Clause 33, p. 34.—Unless with law 35 infra in force.

Clanse 4, p. 36.—Expunge.

Clause 1, bottom of p. 87.—Law should read * no one is regularly
made a Mason.”

Clunse 2, p. 38.—Esoteric. Expunge.

Clause 2, p. 40.—This law does not state that the candidate must
petition.

Clause 3, p. 34.—No law lays down the course of procedure for
an applicant. “ Must sign previous fo his initiation,” is very
vague. The Jaw should state—1st. That he should apply by
petition.  2nd.. That he should have two vouchers. 3rd.
That the petition being received, must be referred to a Com-
mittee. 4th. That it must lie over one month. 5th. The
Committee having reported, the Lodge must proceed to
ballot. 6th. The ballot being clear he can be initiated. 7th.
After report of Committee, the petition cannot be withdrawn.

Clanse 4, p. 41.—For “ can,” read “ shall.”
Clause 5, p. 42.—For “on” read “ previously to.”

Page 42.—“ Lodges of Instruction.”  1st. Define what a Lodge
of instruction is. 2nd. State its powers.
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Page 43— Visitors—clause 1,—* Unless he he personally known,
or recommended, or well vonched for.””  The law should be :
“ No Master of 1 Subordinate Lodge. wnder this jurisdiction,
shall permit any one present in his Lodge to vouch for visiting
Brethren, unless he has sat in a Lodge with the Brother so
applying ; and no Brother present heing able to vouch, the
visiting Brother shall undergo a steiet and rigid examination
betore a competent Committee.”

Clause 5. p. 44.—For © retirement or expulsion,” read #lemission.”

Clause 1. p. 45.—This is made to differ slightly from law 20 p.
32, Either the one or the other should be altered,

Appeal—5th line.—* Deciding on every ease which concerns the
iuterest. of the Craft.” add “and is connected with symbolic

Masonry.”

.

Luye 51, line 3.—It should he S, one to he out-side to act as Tyler.

Paye 51, line 5.—* Some regular Lodge.” = The nearest Lodye s
the laer” and add, * And which recommendation shall vouceh
that the petitioners are regular Master Masons, in good standing
as such, and that they are men of tair moral character.”

Funeral Service.—~The Lodge must he opened in the Third Degree.

W. Br. Wilkes gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, move,
That the amendments to the Constitution. as printed in a circular
by Brant Lodge No. 22, he adopted.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, PROPOSED BY BRANT LODGE NO. 22,

At page 31, Sec. 11—To he amended by adding thereto, “nor
until he has been balloted for and approved, nor can a rejected
brother be balloted for again in the same or any other Lodge
within six months of the time of snch rejection.”

At page 39 there is a foot note in these words, *a dispensation
annot i any case he granted,” and vet by See. 3, page -4,
certain work may be done * by Dispensation from the Grund
Master or Deputy Grand Master,” and at page 46 provision
is made for the Fees payable for such Dispensation—thus one
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portion of the Constitution coutradicts the other. Your Com-
mittee therefore recommend that the foot note at page 39
should be expunged.

At page 59 are the words, = The Clergyman concludes the funeral
service of the Church to which the deceased belonged, after
which the Worshipful Master proceeds,” &c., and recommend
this to be remedied, by expunging the words ¢ Clergyman ”
and © Clergy ” wherever they ocenr, and allowing simply the
word “ Chaplain ” to appear.

At page 13, Sec. 3.—To define clearly the meaning of an “open
vote of the Grand Lodge,” whether by show of hands, or
otherwise.

At page 15, Sec. 12.—Strike out the words “not recognized by the
Grand TLodge,” and insert in lieu thervof the words “ that
does not appertain to Syinbolic Masonry.”

At paye 15, Sec. 13.—Strike out the words “to attend any meeting
of,” and insert the words “ to vote in.”  The penalty of non-
payment of Dues for one year.

At page 18, Sec. 23.—Add the words “such suinmons being ad-
dressed, and either delivered personally or sent by post to
the last known place of residence of such Brother, being deemed
in all cases prima facie cvidence of such service.”

At page 19, Sec. 6.—Iu the 4th line expunge the word ¢ shall,” and
insert ¢ may.”

1t same page, Sec. T.—Strike out the word * solemnly.”

<1t puge 20, Sec. 4.—Add at the end the words, “and his station
warrants.”

At page 21, Sec. 8.—Strike out the words “as a peremptory sum-
nmons, ” at page 23, Scc. 4, page 24, Sce 5, and at page 385,
Sec. 37.  Amend to correspond with page 21, Sec. 8.

At page 34, Sec. 31.—In the eighth line stul\e vut, the words * at-
tending the,” and insert “voting in.’

At page 46.—The Registration I'ce of 2s. 6d. should be more
clearly defined.

It is very desirable to have added to the Book of Constitution, in
a similar manner to that adopted by the Grand Lodges of
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England and Ireland, cortain @ Prayers used in Lodges”™ and
also certain Rules aud Regnlutions on = The manner of
Constituting a Lodyge, including the ceremony of Conseeration,
& and wherein is set forth the “ Form of Installation,”

Ou motion of 1L W, Br. €0 Magill sceonded by W, Br, Wilkes,
and unanimously

REsoLvED:

That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be conveved to the Grand Tronk
Railway Company for the liberality evinced by them towards the members
of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

The TWL Distriet Deputy Grand Mastse for the Centeal Dis-
trict presented his Report, which was read,

REPORT.

CENTRAL DistrICT,
{0 Brockville, 25th June, 1857,

Most Waorsnreren Sir, Orricers axp Brurngey,—

In conformity with the instructions received from vour Most
Worshipful Body in July fast, T procecded to Kingston for the
purpose of explaining to Br. Barker why his application for a
Warrant of Constitution had not bheen entertained, and informed
him that it he would have the kindness to draw up a petition in
the manner required by our Constitution, the Most Worshipful the
Grand Master wonld he happy to grant him a Dispensation for
new Lodec,  Bro Ko Barker stated, inreply that he feared some of
the parties who siened the orizinal petition might, perbaps, decline
signing another, but that he would, neverthieless, see what could he
done, and so tir as I ocould judge, appeared satistied with my
explanation, Siuce then., however, Lhave heard nothing either from
him or Brother Dranmond. who promised that it Br. Barker did

not succecd in getting np a Lodae, he would himselt do soin the fall.

I January last D lad the pleasure of granting a Dispensation
for a new Lodee, styled, ==t James Lodge.” 1o he held at the
Village ot Maitland, and for which your Most Worshiptal Body
will be applied to for a0 Warrant of Constitation 5 the field of this
Lodee is, b fear, rather civemnserined. inasmnelt as the Village is



100 GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

small and not particularly thriving, nevertheless, if the Worshipful
Muster and Ofticers are judicions and careful, I have no doubt it
will prosper.

On the 24th of June, I also had the pleasure of granting a Dis-
pensition to Br. I'rancis McCarty and others to crect a new Lodge,
styled the © Rising Sun,” at the Village of Farmersville.  Tlere
the field for Masonry is extensive, and 1 Lave no doubt this Lodge
will be one of the miost prosperous in the District 5 the Worshipful
Master and Officers ave old, tried, experienced Masons, and have
their hearts in the cause, and if suceess does not attend their efforts
it will not be from any want of zeal.  Iaving been informed by
some of the Brethren composing this Lodge, that there existed a
strong feeling, among some of the wninitiated in the vicinity of
Iarmersville, against the order, T delivered a Lecture there, upon
its origin, History and Teucts, to a large and influential assembly,
and, I flatter myself] placed our venerable Institution in its true
light hefore them.

During the pust year © Sussex Lodge No 6.1 am sorry to say
has not advanced ax favorably as in former years ; this however is
mainly to be attributed to the fact that on the erection ofthe Grand
Lodge of Canadi, o number of the old and influential Members
withdrew themselves from it 5 should an amalgamation however
take place hetween the Provineial Grand Lodge of Canada West
and your Worshiptul Body. which | sincerely hope will be the case,
these old Members will at once return to the Iold, and - Sussex
Lodge will again become what it was tormerly, one of the fivst in
the Province,

It is o sowree of muceh regres to me that during the past year, [
have beenunable to visit Prince Edward's Lodae of Picton, should I
however liave the honor to he re-clected  to the oftice T now hold. |
should make a point of doing s in August,

The work practised within this District, with the exception
perhaps of Prince Edward’s Lodge, ot which T cannot of course
speak, is that tovmerly known as the ancient York or Athol, but
now better known us the United States Work, and al o
helieve it to be the oldest. I nevertheless do not t’llink it t(flll)?'u::lnl-

pared in all its parts to the English Weark 5 [ heg leave therefore
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most respectfully to suggest the propriety of steps being taken, at
the next Communication of your Most Worshipful Body, to compel
a uniform system throughout the Province, as, in my opinion,
nothing can be more hurtful and injurious to the true interests of
the Craft, than to have various Lodges working under different
systems.

Although the progress of the Order within my District, during
the past year, may not have been as great as in some of the Dis-
tricts East and West of me, [ nevertheless consider it, on the whole,
to have advanced very favorably, particularly when I take into
consideration that many of the old Masons in the District, adherents
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, have been
strenuous opponents to the advancement of the interests of your
Most Worshipful Body. As time, however, advances, much of the
rancorous feeling which heretofore existed will, I have no doubt,
be softened down; evenr now | observe a striking change for the
better in the feelings of those who have been hitherto our strongest
opponents, and I have every reason to believe that before the sum-
mer is over an impetus will be given to the Craft, in this District,
that will make up for all past deficiencies.

All of which | beg leave most respectfully to submit.

I have the honor to be,
Most Worshipful Sir. Officers and Brethren,
Your most obed’t Serv't,

W. B. SIMPSON, D.D.G. M.
On motion of' V.W. Br.I1. Crouse, seconded by W. Br.T. Wilson,
the report was received.
The Grand Secretary, at the request of the M. W, Grand Master,
read the following List of Lodges under Dispensation :

St. James Lodge, St. Marys, London District.
King Hiramm ¢ Tilsonburg, Hamilton “
St. James “ Maitland, Central “
Albion - Newbury, London
St. John's “ Delaware, London “
St. John’s “ Paris, Hamilton ¢
Beaver “ Strathroy, London  *
Clinton “ Clinton, London ¢
Wilson “ Toronto. Toronto  “

[13

Rising Sun “ Farmersville,  Central
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On motion of V. W. Br. Tully, seconded by R. W. Br. Magill,

it was unanimously

ResoLVED :
That Warrants be issued to the following Lodges under Dispensation:

St. James, Lopee Maitland;

King Hiraym, Tilsonburg ;
ALBION « Newbury;

St. JomN's “ , Delaware;
St. Jonn’s . Paris;
BeavER o Strathroy ;
CLINTON “ Clinton ;
Rising SuN o Farmersville ;
WiLsoN “ Toronto.

The Grand Lodge,.in consequence of some irregularity, declined
to confirm the Dispensation issued to St. James Lodge, St. Marys,
until its next Communication.

The R. W. District Deputy Grand Master for the Hamilton
District presented his Report, which was read.

REPORT.

The D.D. G. M. for the Hamilton District has the honor of
submitting to the Grand Lodge the following Report on the state
of Masonry in his District during the past Masonic year.

At the last Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge there
were 16 Lodges in the District, and Dispensations have been
granted for two others ; one for a new Lodge at Tilsonburg, called
“ King Hiram,” and the other to the Brethren of the Unity Lodge,
at Paris, holding a Warrant from the Grand Lodge of England,
which they have now returned, and come under this jurisdiction as
the “ St. John’s Lodge.”

During the past year the D. D. G. M. has visited nearly the
whole of the Lodges in his District, and he takes this opportunity
of expressing his warmest acknowledgment to the Brethren for the
kindness and attention he has received from them on every occasion.
He would desire also to express his hearty thanks to the Brethren
of Lodges beyond his District, which he has had the happiness to
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visit, for the hearty welcome and kind hospitality which they have
extended to him.

The devotion to the true interests of the Craft exhibited by the
Fraternity on all hands, and the laudable zeal displayed by the
Officers of the various Lodges in the discharge of their respective
duties, is a just cause of hearty congratulation, and affords the

most gratifying assurance of the permanent prosperity of our noble
Order in the Province.

Amongst the subjects which the D. D. G. M. has brought under
the consideration of the Lodges, the most important was the
great necessity for extreme caution in the selection of candidates
for admission to our Order—a caution which, he feared, had not
been sufficiently regarded, as it had appeared an impression amongst
the Lodges that the number of members added to their roll during
a year was the test of the prosperity of the Lodge, rather than a
small number possessing the proper qualification.

The only question of importance that has arisen during the past
year was with regard to the secresy of the ballot, and in briefly
alluding to that question, the object of the D. D. G. M. is to call
the special attention of the Brethren to Section 4, of the Article on
“ Members and their duty,” and to impress on them the serious
importance of that law being preserved sacred and inviolable,

Since the last annual Communication, it has pleased the G. A.
of the U. suddenly to summon from his Lodge here to the Grand
Lodge above, our esteemed Brother Samuel Zimmerman, a member
of the St. George’s Lodge, St. Catherines. The D. D. G. M. had
the honor of representing the M. W. the Grand Master, at his
funeral which was attended by the Brethren of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, and by a
vast number of the Craft from the United States; and the D.D.G. M,
would suggest that an address of condolence and sympathy should
be presented to the widow of their late Brother by the Grand
Lodge; and his melancholy death should be a never-forgotten
warning of the uncertainty of human life, and of the necessity that
we should be constantly prepared for eternity.
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The prosperity of the Craft in t}.is District may be gathered from
the annexed list of its Lodges:

Members
Lodge.  Name. Place. last year. Initiations.
2. Niagara, Niagara, 26 3 No return last half year.
3. Barton, Hamilton, 63 18
4. Union, Grimsby, 43 6
5. Norfolk, ‘Simcoe, 38 8
9. St. George’s, St.Catherines, 44 8
17. Strict Observance, Hamilton, 85 3 Noreturn last half year.
18. St. John's, Cayuga, 15 No return.
20. St. John's, Hamilton, 52 11
22. Brant, Brantford, 64 4 o return last half year.
24. Wellington, Dunnville, 19 14
27. Harmony, Binbrook, i 3
30. Acacia, Hamilton, 26
31. St. Andrew’s, Caledonia, 19 15
36. St. John’s, Ingersoll, 22 No return.
39. Alma, Galt, 17 16
U. D. King Hiram, Tilsonburg.
U. D. St. John’s, Paris,

There have been but two cases to mar the prosperity of this
District, and these occurred in the Union Lodge, Grimsby ; two
of whose members have so misconducted themselves that they have
been suspended by the Lodge and recommended to be expelled by
the Grand Lodge. This subject will be brought up for consideration
by the proper Committee.

The Brethren of this District are laboring under such serious
disadvantages for want of a uniformity of work, that the D.D.G.M.
feels it to be his imperative duty to beg the Grand Lodge to give
that question its earliest consideration. This is the more important
as the present unsettled state of the work precludes the operation
of Lodges of Instruction—the most valuable and effective modes
of disseminating the principles and operations of Masonry.

W. C. STEPHENS, D. D. G. M.

On motion of R. W. Br. Osborne, seconded by R. W. Br.
Harris, the Report just read was received.

The R. W. District D. G. Master, for the Eastern Townships
presented his Report, which was read.



S8ECOND G. A. COMMUNICATION—MONTREAL, 5857. 105

REPORT.

To trE M. W. G. MasTer.

The D. G. G. M., of the Eastern Townships, Reports, that he
has visited all the TLodges within his jurisdiction, within the year,
except one, and that he found them all in a satisfactory state of
order and working ability, and two or three doing a good deal in
the way of initiating new memlers; but having unfortunately
left his written report behind him, he cannot now supply any of
the statistical details.

J. SCOTT, D. D. G. M.

On motion of R. W. Br. Magill, seconded by V. W. Br Crouse,
the Report just now read was received,

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence then submitted the
following, which was read.

FOREIGN (CORRESPONDENCE.

The standing Committee on Foreizn Correspondence beg leave
respectfully to submit their Second Annval Report,

Your Committee have received from the Grand Secretary
correspondence and publications from twenty-two Grand Lodges,
containing matter very voluminens, as well as various and
important in character.  The receipt of these documents have
given your Committee great satisfaction, and a large amount of
valuable information, which we trust will be of lasting benefit to
the members of onr Order in this Province.

The establishment of the Graud Lodge of Canada has been the
subject of debate in a large munber of the Grand Lodges dispersed
over this Continent, as well asin Europe, and your Committee are
happy to report that not only is the Grand Lodge merely recog-
nized by a very large majority, but in many instances the warmest
and most eulogistic resolutions commendatory of the course
pursued by our Brethren have been passed.

Were your Comunittee to recapitulate the different reports made
by the various Grand Lodges in regard to the establishment of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, hundreds of pages would be required to
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give a tithe of them but your Committee cannot help giving at
length the very able and lengthy report made by the Committee
on Foreign Correspondence to the Grand Lodge of Florida, and
which was unanimously received by that body.  After acknow-
ledging the receipt of the address of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
of Nov. 10th, 5855. The Committee report as follows.

FLORIDA.

After devoting to this address of our Canadian Brethren, all the
consideration which its importance demands, and we are capable
of giving to it, we are brought to the conclusion that the Free
Masons of Canada are not only fully justifiable in sundering their
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, but that, in constituting
an independent Grand Lodge in Canada, they have performed a
duty demanded by their obligations as Masons, and the interests of
the Crajt. :

The principles of Free Masonry are as universal as the benevo-
lence of God in his creation, and as *‘ unaffected by the revolutions
of empires and the change of dynasties and rulers.”

We hold these opinions, in which, we believe, we are supported
by the Ancient Constitutions of Masoury, and “ established usage
from immemorial time "—that a Grand Lodge has the right, when
it is made apparent that the interests of the Craft would be thereby
promoted, to grant to the requisite number of regular Free
Masons a warrant of Constitution to create a new Lodge in any
State, Kingdom, Nation or Territory, where no Grand Lodge is
already established ; and when Lodges so created become
sufficiently numerous to render it necessary to the convenience
and prosperity of the Craft, they may constitute a Grand Lodge
and adopt a code of laws for their vwn government, in accordance
with the ancient constitutions of the Craft, without the consent of
the Grand Lodges from which they derived their existence,  The
Ahimon Rezon of South Carolina says three Lodges are sufficiend.

That a Provincial Grand Lodge has none of the characteristics
of a Grand Lodge, and is entitled to no more consideration than a
Lodge Under Dispensation, being the creature of the Grand Master
without the power to elect its Master.
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That the appointment of a Provincial Grand Master is a
usurpation and innovation upon the principles of Masonry.—
Because all Lodges ure entitled to the privilege of electing their
own Masters. Because it is arbitrary and unjust to impose upon
a Lodge a Master who is not acceptable to the Craft, and because
“although Free Musonry divests no man of his temporal honors,
but on the contrary highly respects them ; yet, in the Lodge, pre-
eminence of virtue and knowledge in the Mystic Art, are considered
as the true and only fountain of all honor, rule and government.”

When the Masous were cast off and anathematized by the Pope,
for their opposition to tyranny and superstition, in the early ages,
after their introduction into Europe, to protect the Order from
persecutions, and accusations of disloyalty, in their seeret ussem-
blies, they were foreed. hy  the necessity of their position, to seck
and encourage the patronage of royalty, by mauy concessions of
authority and privilege, not consistent with the principles of
Avciext FrEg Masozry, the Grand Mastership was mude heredi-
tary in families of nobility and royalty. Under this state of things
the Graud Masters of England, who were of royal blood, arrogated
to themselves authority to send their deputies to the Continent,
“with full power and authority, in dwe form, to make Masons, and
constitute and regulate Lodges, from tine to time, as occusion
may require ;7 and thus empowercd. they did coustitute Provin-
cial Grand Lodges and appoint Provincial Grand Masters,in many
parts of the Continent—in the United Provinces of [olland, at
Berlin, in Germany. Irance, and in many other governments, and
thus has grown up by usurpation the system of Provincial Grund
Louges, and the right to appoint Provincial Grand Masters, pecaliar
to the Grand Lodge ot England.

In the reign of King Junes the Sceeond. of Scotland, the office of
Grand Master was ubpuinted by the Crown to William St. Clair,
Earl of Orkuey, ete., Baron Roslin, and was made hereditary to
his heirs and successors. in the Barony of Roslin, in which it con-
tinued uutil the institution of the (irand Lodge of Scotland, in 1736
when the hereditary Grand Master, William St Clair, resigned
his hereditary right of Grand Master, and was unanimously elected
Grand Master.
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An example which should have been followed by the Grand
Master of England and all of his Provincial Grand Masters.

Subsequently, all the Provincial Grand Lodges established by
the Grand Master of England, on the Continent, asserted their
independence, and there is no evidence ot record, that the consent
of the Grand Lodge of England was considered necessary in any
case.

As late as the year 1738, when the Book of Constitutions was
republished by the learncd and Rev. John Theopolus Desaguliers,
L. L. D., ¥. R. S. Deputy Grand Master, speaking of the Provin-
cial Grand Lodges, he says : “all these fureign Lodges are under
the patronage of our Grand Master of England ; but the old Lodge
at York City, and the Lodges of Scotland, Ireland, France and
Italy, affecting independency, are wnder their own Grand Masters.

The four Lodges which met at the Apple-Tree Tavern, in London,
in 1717, and organized the Grand l.odge of England, were within
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of York. and owed to it their
allegiance. and yet they did not consider it necessary to obtain the
consent of that Grand Body to legalize their action. If there is
illegality in the action of the Masons in Canada, the same may be
traced back to the very foundation of the Grand Lodge of England.

With these authoritiex and “ usages froin immemorial time,” we
will come down to the precedents furnished by the Provincial
Grand Lodges in the colonies of (Great Britain, in America, now
the United States, which we regard us more directly in point with
the proceedings of the Fraternity in Cuanada,

The Provincial Grand Lodge ot Georgia, deriving its powers
from the Graud Lodge of Eneland. constituted an independent
Grand Lodge in Decenber. 1776,

The Provincial Grand lLodee of Massachusetts holding its
authority under the Grand Master ot Seotland, threw off its allegi-
ance and established an independent Grand Lodge in March, 1777.
There wus at that time another Provineial Grand Lodge in Massa-
chusetts, known as the 8t. John's (Grand Lodge. chartered by the
Grand Lodge of England. and organized in 1783, This was the
first Provincial Grand Lodge chartered in America, and continued
to exercise the functions of a Grand Lodge, by issuing charters
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and establishing new Lodges until its union with the independent
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1792,

The Lodges in Virginia, holding their charters under five distinet
and separate authorities, viz: the Grand Masters of England,
Scotland, Ireland, and the Provineial Grand  Lodges of Pennsyl-
vania and America, organized an independent Graud Lodge in
October, 177N,

The Lodges in Pemnsylvania, holding  charters under the
Provineial Grand Lodge ot Boston, and the Grand Lodge of
England, et in the city of Philadelphia, in Septetnber. 1786, and
after mature and serious deliberation, unanimously

RegoLveD :

“That it isimproper that the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania should remain
any longer under the authority of any foreign (/rand Lodge.”

The Grand Loduee of New Jersey was organized in December,
1786,

The Provincial Girand Lodee of New York. holding a warrant
from the Duke of Athol, Grand Master of England, Jated London,
Septenber 5th, 17810 organized an independent  Grand Lodge in
September, 1787,

The Grand Lodee of New Hampshire was organized in July,
17849,

The Cirand Lodee of Connectient was organized in July, 1784,

The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island was organized in June, 1791,

The Grand Lodee of South Carolina was organized in February,
1757,

The Grand Lodge of Maryland was organized in May, 1791

The Grand Lodge of North Curolina was organized in 1797,

There was no regular Masonie organization in Delawwre until
about the yewr 1806, and the Granud Lodge of Vermont was consti-
tuted at Portland, in October, 1797,

There was no regular Masonic organization in Delaware unti
about the year 1806, and the Grand Lodge of Vermont was
constituted at Portland, in October, 1794

Thus we sec that all the colonies, ineluding Verinont, obtained
their charters direetly from the Grand Lodges of Fughand, Seotland
or Ireland, or indiveetly from Provincial Grand Lodges in some
of the States, whose authority was derived from one or another of
those sources, and  that all of them organized independent Grand
Lodges without the  consent of the Parent Body frone which they
derived  their authority 3 and the canses assigned for their
independent action, were substantially the courcuience and interests
of the crurt. which rendered the severance of their allegiance
Hecessury.
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Virginia says, in justification of her independent action :

“We find upon record that the Grand Lodges of England,
Scotland and Ireland, founded their original right of election upon
their sole authority, by mutual consent, distinct and separate frpm
all foreign power whatever, and we cannot discover upon enquiry
that Masonry has ever derived any benefit jfrom the Joreign
appointment of a Grand Master in this country, they being as little
known and as little acknowledged.”

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania declares “ that it is improper
that the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania should remain any longer
under the authority of any foreign Grand Lodge.”

The Grand Lodge of New York says :

“In conformity to the example which had been set by the Grand
Lodges of the several States, the Masters and Wardens of the
several Lodges within the State, assembled in the city of New
York, and the late Provincial Grand Lodge having been closed
sine die, formed and opened an independent Grand Lodge, and
elected and installed their Grand Officers.”

On the formation of the independent Grand Lodge of South
Curolina, February, 1787, the following “ Circular Letter was
transmitted to the different Grand Lodges in Great Britain, Ireland
and America :

“ We, the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons for the State
of South Carolina, and the Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belong-
ing, legally and constitutionally erected and organized, and in
ample form assembled, beg leave, with all duce respect, and in the true
spirit of Brotherly Love, to announce to you our formation as
such; to declare the purity of those motives which led to it; to
assure you that, by this act, we mean not to dissolve, but to
strengthen that Union by which the Ancient Brethren, throughout
all nations, are connected, and to request your countenance and
correspondence.

“ This act, Brethren, is not without precedent, nor was the
measure hastily or unadvisedly adopted : the truth of this asser-
tion will appear from the facts stated in the preamble to those
warrants we have granted to Lodges under our jurisdiction—a
copy of which we have above prefixed, as containing a precise
account of the foundation of this Grand Lodge.

* The necessity of the measure, and the motives whieh actuated
the Brethren to proceed to this important business, will appear
obvious to the Masonic world, from a few plain facts.

“The Ancient Lodges in this State were constituted under
different authorities, and subject to different and very distant juris-
dictions; consequently, the funds (the first natural object of which
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is the relief of such distress as comes immediately under the
observation of the Brethren,) were necessarily subject to be diffused
to distant regions, and thereby divided into such inconsiderable
portions, that the charity was rendered of less effect than if those
funds were more compact ; add to this, that under the foregoing
circumstances, and without a local head, it might become at least
possible for the Lodges in this State to differ in sentiment, to devi-
ate by degrees from the strict union of Free Masonry, and to vary
from that conformity to ancient landmarks and uniformity in work-
ing, which ought ever tu be held sacred among the Brethren.

“To render the divine principle of Charity more effectual, to
cement harmony and Brotherly Love.to preserve union, conformity
and uniformity among our Lodges, and to cultivate strict fellowship
with all the Ancient Masonic Bodies within reach of our corres-
pondence, were our motives for forming and establishing a Grand
Lodge in this State, to guide, govern and direct our local proceed-
ings ; and for the sincerity of those motives, we appeal to that
Great Architect, who built up the human heart, and searches the
inmost recesses of its fabric.”

Witk this long and unbroken chain of authorities and precedents
before us, which go dircetly to support the action of the Masons of
Canada, we expected that the Grand Lodges in the United States,
would with open arms reccive and welcome this young sister of
Canada into the family of Grand Lodges of America. But on
looking into the proceedings of Grand Lodges before us, we were
not alittle surprised to sec that the Worthy Grand Master of New
York, promptly refused to permit a P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge
of New York to assist in the Installation of their Grand Officers ;
and in his address to the Grand Lodge at its Annual Communica-
tion in June last, he says:

“ We cannot for a moment countenance schisms and rebellions ;
they are antagonistic to the spirit of Masonry, and if encouraged,
would eventually produce its downfill and utter destruction.—
There are other means afforded by the Institution, whereby a good
object may be effected, without rashly and harshly doing violence to
our wholesome regulations. Every disease can pind its remedy there,
and every grievance ils redress.”

We were in hopes that the worthy Grand Muster would lLave
pointed out what those * means” are, and where that panaces
could be found which would cure “ every disease” and “redress
every grievance.” We are sure our Canadian Brethren would be
thankful for the knowledge, for no doubt they think, and so we
think, they have exhausted all the means at their command, in the
form of prayers, petitions and remonstrance, and are not
chargeable with “rashly and harshly doing violence to our
wholesome regulations.” But he goes on, and says :
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« [ will, however, remark, that I have been startled to learn,that
one or more of the Grand Lodges have acknowledged thisspurious
Grand Lodge in Canada as legitimate. This we view as strangely
mysterious, We can scarcely open a copy of the printed transac-
tions of the Grand Lodges, as they come into the GrandSecretary’s
office, but we find expressions of sorrow, regret, pity and contempt
for the Masons of New York, in consequence of the schisms and
rebellions, they find here.”

Ah! wesadly fear, here lies the whole difficulty in respect to the
proceedings of our Canadian Brethren. The Worthy Grand
Master has been so long brooding over  schisms and rebellions” at
home, he has become nervously atfected, and sees spectres behind
every bush, and fll auguries in the flight of every bird.

We can point with pride to the course pursued by the Grand
Lodge of Florida, in regard to the difficulties in New York.—
Upon the presentation of the question, this Grand Lodge promptly
decided, which hody she would recognize and correspond with, as
the legitimate Grand Lodge of New York; and whilst the whole
Fraternity had our sympathy, regarding it as a family breach,
which time and better councils would reconcile, we have refrained
from intermedling advice, as well as from any “ expressions of
sorrow, regret, pity or contempt.”

But we respectfully think our New York Brethren have no
cause to disquiet themselves on uaccount of the revolutionary
movements in Canada, for we really cannot perceive the slightest
analogy between their positions. In New York it is a family
quarrel about constitutional prerogatives and constitutional enact-
ments—neither of the Bodies impeaching the integrity of its
jurisdiction, or denying its supreme Masonic authority, but each
contending for the right to administer it. New York has no
foreign colonies in which she may plant Provincial Grand Lodges,
and appoint Provincial Grand Masters, whose fidelity would be
in danger of being corrupted by the evil example of the Canadian
Masons.

But the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of New York
say, ¢ taking all the circumstances together, we hardly think there
is a parallel case in Masonic history.”  Now, with due defference
to their general information, we think “the thirteen colonies of
this country ” are all, without an exception, * parallel cases ;” and
they go on to cite the cases of Georgia and Massachusetts ; but
seeing that they were both directly against their argument, the}; say:

“Jt’s (Georgia’s) organization, was different from that in Canada
in this—that, while Samuel Elliott, its Provincial Grand Master’
relinquished his right to preside over the Craftin that State orProvince,
SirAllan N. MacNab,in the upper Canadian Province,and T. Douglass:
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Harrington, Esq., in the Lower Province, are in the full exer-
cise of the powers conferred on them hy the (irand Lodge of
England. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts took upon
itself an independent attitude on the Kth of March, 1777.—
The Provincial Grand Lodge to which this succeeeded. had become
defunct by the death of its (Grand Master. the lamented General
Warren.”

“ A most lame and impotent conclusion.”  We respectfully ask
ourlearned brethren of New York. where they obtained authority
for this declaration, that a Provincial Grand TLodee * hecame
definct” by the death or resignation of its Provincial Grand Master.
We veuture the assertion that it cannot be foumd on record, that
either of the Provincial Grand Lodges gave to the Masonie world,
the death or resignation of its Provincial Grand Master. as a justi-
fying cause for casting oft’ its allegiznee to the parent hody.  To
have seized upon such an event, toassuine = an independent attitude”
would have heen an aggravation of the rebellion.

In the case of Gieorgia. Smunuel Elliott. the Provincial Grand
Master, believing that the appointment of a Provincial Grand
Master was an innovation upon the Principles of the Craft 5 and
following the example of William =t. Clair, hereditary Grand
Muster of Scotland, Baron Roslin, who resigned  the hereditary
right of Grand Master, resigned his Provincial Grand Mastership,so
as not to bein the way of the Craft’s electing their own Grand
Master : and when Massachusetts established ain independeut Grand
Lodge in 1777, there was at that time in the colony of Massachu-
setts, the St John's Provineial Grand Lodge. holding its charter
directly from the Grand Master of Eungland. dated as far back as
1733, the oldest Provinelal Grand Lodge in America,and continued
in the excreise of its funetions as a Grand Lodge, by issuing char-
ters and establishing new Lodges, until its union with the indepen-
dent Girand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1792 Is there no parallel
to he found in all this ~Masonie history.” for the Masons of Canada?

The next case the New York Conunittee rely uponis the history
of the proceedings in Virginia ; and, finding this ecase directly
against them, they again find a difference without a distinction, and
are driven to rely upon conclusions drawn from false premises.—
They say :

“"The omly other Grand Lodge which threw off” forcign control,
prior to the recognition. of our Sovercignty  hy Great ‘Britain
herself. in the treaty of Paris. September 23rd. 1785, was Virginia,
This was formed on the 13th day of October, 1778, and wmong
the reasons for its formation, as sct forth hy the Convention of
Lodges out of which it nitimately grew, were the following :

[Which we will copy at large from  the New York report,
balieving they go fully to support our position. ]
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1. “ We find that the Lodges in this State hold their charters under
five distinct and separate authorities, viz : the Grand Master of
England, Scotland, Irelund, Pennsylvania and America—(the last
at second hand ;) of course all have an equal right to appoint
their Deputies, who can claim no authority over those not holding
this principle.  Therefore, any difference arising between Lodges
holding differently,cannot be settled, for want of « common tribunal.
For the sane reason the Craft can never mect in Annual Commu-
nication, manifesting that Brotherly Love and affection, the distin-
guishing characteristics of Masonry from the beginning. Such
divided and sub-divided authority can never be productive to the real
good of the Craft.

2. “ We cannot discover, upon inquiry, that Masonry has ever
derived any benefit from the foreign appointment of a Grand
Master in this country, they being as ULttle known and as Uittle
acknowledged.

3. ¢ Being at this time without a Supreme Head, and so circum-
stanced as to render it impossible to have recourse to the @rand
Lodye beyoud the sea, should any abuse creep into Lodges, or should
any of the Brotherhood be desirous of forming a new Lodge, there
is no selttled wuthority to apply to. In this case we are of opinion
that a Grand Lodge is a matter of necessity.

“And, lastly, we find upon record that the (irand Lodges of
England, Scotland and Ireland, founded their original right of elec-
tion upon their sole authority, by mutual consent, distinct and sepa-
rate from all foreign power whatever.”

Now we think here is a precedent, and a direct parallel with the
Canada casc, and so, it appears, the New York Committee thought,
for they say :

“ The reasons first stated above, for the course which the authors
proposed to pursue, are much the same as those declared by the
Brethren at Hamilton, Canada West, though the others are some-
what different, and we think, more potent.  We think it will be
conceded that if the occurrence of'an y ordinary circumstances short
of the implied or express cousent of England could justify the
organization of a sovercign Grand Lodge, it would be those which
are here enumerated as having existed in the case of Virginia ; but
they were not sufficent, ¢cven in the estimation of those alfdent
republicans who were engaged in that movement. One of those
contingencies must happen which arc provided for by the ancient
landmorks, or by the organic laws from which the constituted
Lodges severally derived their existence ; that is, the government
must be changed, so that the Musonic Bodies recognize the ruling
power, de facto ; or the consent of the parent body be obtained, or
the Provincial Grand Lodge must cease to exist, by the de,ath
resignation, suspension or removal of the Provincial G’rand’
Magster.”
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Well,we confess, that these are wew ancient landmarks to us,and
one of them very startling. The first.  the government must be
changed so that the Masonic Lodies recognize the ruling power, de
Jacto ;” in other words, CiviL Revorurion. This doetrine, Masonry
abhors. Every Mason must * be a good man and true.” He
must “ be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully to conform to the laws
of the country in which he resides.” He must “not be concerned
in plots and conspiracies against the government of the country in
which he lives ; but patiently to submit to the decision of the law,
and constituted authorities.” He must * pay a proper respect to
the civil magistrates, work diligently, live creditably, and act
honestly by all men.”

These are Axcient CuarcEs, about which, we presuime among
Masons there can be but one opinion. What then would have
been the position of Georgia, Massachusetts and Virginia, if the
Fraternity in those States taking advantage of the political revolu-
tion * the ruling power,de factv,” gave that “contingency” as a jus-
tification for o Masonic revolution 7 Would they not as Masonic
Bodies, have been implicated in countenancing, if not concerned iy
plots and conspiracies against the government of the conntry in
whick they lived ?  And what would have been the effect upon the
harmony of the Craft in those jurisdictions 2 Whigs would have
been found cxpelling Tories from the Lodges, where they had the
power, and Tories would have expelled the Whigs from Lodges
where their power predominated.  But for the eredit and prosperity
of the Craft in the United States, the Masons in those days were
wiser and better men; and it there had heen more of such Masons,
both Whigs and Tories in the United States, during the war of the
Revolution, the horrors of civil war would have been greatly
ameliorated. And we fearlessly venture the assertion, that not
a particle of evidence can he producced from the record of the day,
that the change of the political government, was cver regarded by
the Provincial Grand Lodges, as a justifying cause for affecting
Masonic independence, cither during the ¢ ruling power, de facto,”
or after the “treaty of Paris, Septemiber, 25, 1783, the power, de
jure. We readily admit that all communication heing cut off
between the Provincial Grand Lodges in the United States, and the
Parent Bodies in Great Britain, by the Revolutionary war, a
necessity arosc which justificdindependent action. And it is remark-
able thatonly three Provineial Grand Lodges asserted independeney ;
all the others adhered faithtully to their Masonic allegiance,
and not for many vears atter the acknowledgment of the indepen-
dence of the United States by  Great Britain, did they affect any
change in their relations to their Parent Bodies. with whom a
mutual recognition of authority and submission subsisted. And on
this point we would respectfully invite the attention of our Brethren
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of New York, to a portion of their own history. The Duke
of Atholl, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
Masons of England, granted a charter, dated London, September
5th, A. D. 1781, to the Masons of New York, to constitute a
Provineial Grand Lodge, five years after “ the ruling power de
facto” under which they worked subordinate to the Grand Lodge
of England, until 1787, four yearsafter “the treaty of Paris, 1783
when, by a convention of Lodges, the Provincial Grand Lodge was
closed sine die, and an Independent Grand Lodge was constituted ;
and the reason assigned,was, “ the example which had been set by
the Grand Lodges of several of the States”—the interest of the
Craft.

The Provincial Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania and New Jersey
in 1786, closed sine die, and organizedindependent Grand Lodges,
and resolved, “That it is improper that the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania should remain any longer under the authority of any
foreign Grand Lodge.”  Again, the promotion of the interests of
the Craftwas the moving object.

The Grand Lodges of New IHampshire and Connecticut affected
independency in 1789—thirteen years after “ the ruling power, de
facto.” Rhode Island, in 1791 ; Maryland and Vermont, in 1794;
and North Carolina in 1797, fourteen years after the treaty of
1783 ; and South Carolina in 1787 ; and in no instance can we
find any other causes in justification assigned, for the severance of
the allegiance due to the Parent Bodies than, substantially, the
necessity which the interests and the prosperity of the Craft imposed.
And, we ask again, if the change in the pelitical government,
wrought necessarily a change in the Masonic government, so as to
sever the allegiance due from the Provincial Grand Lodges to
their Parent Head, why was it, that the enlightened Masons of
South Carolina considered it necessary to address a * Circular to
the different Grand Lodges in Great Britain, Ireland, and America,”
announcing their organization in wwple form as an independent
Grand Lodge? In which they say, **This uct, Brethren, is not
without precedent, nor was the meusure hastily or unadvisedly
adopted.”  And the learned Dr. Dalcho, who compiled the Book
of Constitutions of South Carolina, based chiefly, we believe, upon
the authority of Anderson, says: '

“ Things continued in this situation until the suceessful termina-
tion of the American Revolution added a great and powerful
empire to the independent nations of the earth. Free Masonry,
unaffected by the revolutions of cmpires, the change of dynasties
and rulers, pursues, ¢ the even tenor of her way’, true to her prin-
ciples, and inflexibly bent ou promoting ¢ peace and good will
among men.” Neither allied to the Church, nor influenced by the
State, she earnestly endeavors to promote harmony, benevolence
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and brotherly love, wherever her influence extends.  But, notwith-
standing Free Masonry hasnothing to do with particular forms of
Government, vet it comports with the dignity of the nation and
the honor of the Craft, to have her Lodges independent of any
Joreign  jurisdiction. As the American Revolution gave
sovereignty and independence to the nation, so it produced «
reasonable cavse for the independence of the Musonic Body.”

But take another specimen of the sovnd und logical argument of
the intelligent Committee of New York. They say *one of these
contingencies must happen, which are provided for by the axciext
LANDMARKS, cte,; that ix, the government must be changed. so that
the Masonic body recocnise the ruling power, de juero.”  Andl in
regard to Georgia, Massachusetts and Virginia, they  contend that
such was the fact. viz: the existince of the ruling power, de facto.”
Then why scek other causes for justification 7 But the Committee
declare * that was not sufficient, ¢ven in the estimation ot those
ardent republicans who were engaged in that movement.” o
ot these contingencies had happened in the case of Virginia @ one
of which theyv declared hefore organizing their Grand Lodge, and
made it one of the 7hree fundamental gronnds upon which only
they felt authorized to proceed to the organization of the Grand
Lodge, viz: ¢ It is the opinion of this Convention, that the power
and authority of Cogxetrvs TLarwer. lsqg, as Deputy Grand
Master of Awerica, does not now exist.”™  Now, just look haek at
the first resolution of the Convention, which reads thus: = Firss.
We find that the Lodges in this State hold their charters under firve
distinct and separate authorities, viz: the Grand Master of England,
Scotland. Ireland, Pennsvlvania and Awmerico, (the last at second
hand ;) of course all have an equal right to appoint their Deputivs.
who can claim no wuthority over those not holding this prineiple.”
By this sort of argument, it would scem that the now-eristence of
the power and authority ot Cornelius Harnet, Esq., as Deputy
Grand Master of America, nullifies the power and authority of the
Deputy Grand Masters of England, Scotland, lreland and
Pennsylvania.  Now let us state the proposition thus: the
Provincial Grand Lodge must cease to exist: the power and
authority ot Cornelius Harnet, Esq., as Deputy Grand Master of
America. does not now exist—ergo, the power and authority of
the Deputy Grand Masters of England, Seotland, Ireland aud
Pennsylvania, do not now exist.

It is by this kind of logic, and arguments predicated upon fils:.
or assumed premises that the Comnmittec hope to sustain their
position. Take the * three fundamental grounds upon which only
they felt authorized to proceed to the organization ot the Girand
Lodge,” all of which is assumed—for the very reverse is declared
in the resolutions of the Convention. 1.  Tle government must
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be changed so that the Masonic Bodies recognize the ruling power,
de facto.” We have clearly shown, that not one of *the Masonic
Bodies recognized the ruling power, de facto, nor did they the
governing power de jure, as operating any change in their Masonie
relations.

Q. “ Or the consent of the Parent Body be obtained.” We have
proven by authority and usage, from the formation of the Grand
Lodge of England, m 1717, to the organization of the Grand Lodge
of Kansas Territory, that in no instance has the consent of the
“ Parent Body ” been obtained.

The Ahiman Rezon, of South Carolina, compiled by Dr. Dalcho,
and prepared and re-published with notes by Dr. Mackey, says:
“any three regular Lodges can form and constitute a Grand
Lodge, in a State, Kingdom or Nation, where no Grand Lodge is
already established ; and have the right ot forming a code of laws
for their government, according to the Ancient Constitutions of
the Craft.” And such is the usage in the United States, without
an exception; not one word about the “ consent of the Parent
Body.”

3. Or the Provincial Grand Lodge must cease to erist, by the
death, resignation, suspension or removal of the Provincial Grand
Master.”  Now, that this is a mere assumption, is self evident.
All charters for a Lodge, are granted to the Master and Wardens,
and their successors, and if the Master is absent for either of the
above causes, the Senior Warden steps into his place and authority,
until a new election or appointment.  But here is a strange idea.
The Grand Master of England has the right of appointment of all
his Provincial Grand Masters, and of the removal of them at his
will.  But, by this reasoning, if in the exercise of his legitimate
right, he remores a Provincial Grand Master, his power and
authority * ceases to exist,” and the Provincial Grand Lodge,
acquires by that lawful act, the right to assert its own independence.
But, we respectfully think, there is another difficulty from which
our esteemed Brethren of New York, will hardly be able to
extricate themselves in this argument. When a Lodge * ceases to
exist,” or becomes defunct, it is the duty of th: officers and
members of the Lodge to see that the charter, and the furniture
and property of the Lodge, are returned, and delivered to the
Grand Master from whom the charter emanated.  Consequently,
there would remain no Masonic authority to organize a legally
constituted Grand Lodge. °

Thus the Committee will see that the “ three fundainental
grounds” upon which they have rested their argument, have
crumbled away before them, and left a chasm which the’y will
never be able to leap over. They very gravely ask:
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“Is it not the fact that every officer and member of the newly
Jormed body has been obligated to support the Constitutions of the
Grand Lodge they have respectively renounced. This will not be
denied, and yet one of the fundamental laws require them to
‘submit to the Constitutions,” and pay respect to the regularly
constituted Masonic authorities under which they were made.”

Well, we grant it, and ask our intelligent Brethren of New York,
if’ it is not the fact that all officers and members of all regularly
constituted Masonic bodies under the canopy of Heaven, in all
time, have been, and are bound, by the same obligations ? and if
there ever was, or ever can be a newly organized Grand Lodge,
whose officers and members were not obligated to ¢ submit to the
Constitutions,” and pay respect to the regularly constituted Masonic
authorities under which they were made? Is it not the fact with
all the newly orgunised Grand Lodges in the United States? Have
all the Free Masons in the United States, violated their solemn
obligations of allegiance to the Grand Lodges under whose authority
they were made, by meeting in Convention and organizing an
independent Grand Lodge in their own jurisdiction? We hope not.
Our intelligent Brethren of New York must surely perceive that
the transferring of allegiance from one legally constituted Grand
Body to another legally constituted Grand Body, is no violation of
obligations, and has the full sanction of usage in the United States,
and we believe in every other portion of the world, from
immemorial time. But we may be told that the Grand Lodge of
Canada is not a legally constituted Grand Lodge. Well, that is
the question, and we think we have proved that it is a legally
constituted Grand Lodge, by authorities, usage and necessity.

One more guotation, and we have done with the report of the
Corresponding Committee of New York. They say :

* There is another aspect of the case that the Grand Lodge of
New York cannot overlook. It has heretofore specifically
recognized the regularity and legitimacy of the Provincial Grand
Lodges of Canada, by the appointment of representatives to each,
and those Representatives are now in the full exercise of their
diplometic functions.”

Well! that s “potent,” and unanswerable ; and we do not know
what better advice we can give our Canadian Brethren, than to
retrace their steps, and submit patiently. I‘or we can see no hope
of a redress of grievances, so long as the Grand Lodge of New
York retains a Representative at the Court of Sir Allan N. MacNab.

A Committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in a special
report, after giving a history of the proceedings of the Masons of
Cuanada in relation to their independent action, and a statement of
the cause of complaint, which led to it, as set forth in their address,

say :
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“ 1t seems to your Committee, after examining these several
reasons. to the best of our ability, that they make outsimple cases
of inconvenience, and nothing more ; want of harmony in working
or action, is an inconvenience ; a multiplicity of jurisdictions is an
inconvenience, It is an inconvenience certainly—at least we should
so consider it to be governed by a body four thousand miles away;
or that they should appoint our principal officers. But as these
things are just as they always were among our Canadian Brethren”--

W hy make a fuss about it ? The reasons against them will only
be « little stronger ten years hence, Well, this is certainly very
conl and considerate argument 3 but we fear it would require more
philosophy on onr part than we could cornmand.  But, as different
men take different views of the same subject, we will here copy a
paragraph from a speech delivered by the Earl of Carnarvon, in
the Grand Lodege of' England, in September, 1856, on the condition
of Masonic aftairs in Canada.  Ie said :

~The (anadian Lodges had a conference at Hamilton, at which
they stated their grievances and complaints, in a petition which
was forwarded to  England ; it bewailed the want of harmony in
the Canadian Lodges, the irvegularity of communications between
England and Canada; and last, but not least, the unsatisfactory
position of the Provincial Grand Master.  This. in fact, was the
principal complaint.  They complained of the position of the
Provineial Grand Master as part and parcel of the whole system of
nominecism.  Which they deseribed as distastetul to them. They
complained that he was holding an drresponsible position, and that
they had neither a concurrent voice in the management of the affairs,
nor any check wpnu his proceedings, No notice. whatever, was taken
of this comnunication. They miet again, and embodied their
gricvances  in a set of resolutions.  What became of  those
resolutions 7 [ ask. It is suflicient to say that there was no reply.
Now, Brethren, can yvou wonder that as time flew in a manner little
reckoned of by us in England, it was counted by days and weeks
in Canada ? Years  elapsed—three  long years—and yet the
Canadian communication was unattended to, and even unacknow-
ledeed 5 and now, who i wonder that hope deferred produced its
natural results.  Upon the petition to be permitted to elect their
Provincial Grand Maxter, the Grand Master graciously proposes,
by way of relief. ¢ that henceforth, erery third year, the Provincial
Grand Master should send in a report, and it that report, under the
auspices of the Provincial Grand Master he unsatisfactory, that it
should then he competent for the Grand Master to dei)ose the
Provincial Grand Master.”  But this proposal gives no new power
to the Provincial Grand Master. He can at present send his
reports, not every third year, but, whenever he likes. It is also,at
present, in the power of the Grand Master to depose the Provincial
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Grand Master whenever he may think proper to do so. What
improvement, therefore. I ask. would be effected by the Grand
Master’s  proposition 7 What further  independence or  self:
government would it conter upon the Colonies? I answer, none.
The only reception which such a proposition could meet with in
Canada, would Lo scorn and orritation. When  independent
Brethren made motions ot a remedial character, they were stifled
under the pretence that an ancient landmark of the Order wuas
attempted to be obliterated ; a Grand Lodge was attempted to be
coerced by an overbearing temiper and domineer.  Let us never
suppose that ertent of dominion is any real test of power. Ertent
of dominion is no lest of real prospesity. widess accompanied by a
Loing spirit, breathing  from the (nmost centre to the wimost
extremity.”

We respectfully think, that'our Brethren of New York and
Massachusets have taken a wrong view of this whole question, and,
with deference we =ay it, we fear a very dangerous one, as it
regards the perpetuity and purity, of the prineipies of the Order.
The Massachusetts Conmittee, sayv

“Aund the leading principle is this: That cach Grand Lodge in
the United States rules and governs without interference from any
other, all Lodgees within the ¢ivil jurisdietion of the State in which
she is situated—holding the territories as common ground,wherein
cach Grand Lodge is free to charter Lodges at pleasure; until
each Territory by heing regularly admitted into the Union as a
State. acquires the right to fonmn a Grand Lodge for itself. Your
Committee are aware that this has sowetimes heen done before
admission as a1 State @ but, althoush it may be alleged in excuse
that Territories are States in process of formation, we still think
the practice illegal, and not to he justified in any case ¢ the only
site rule in our opinion heing that above laid down.”™

We would sav. that cach Grauwd Lodge rules and governs
without interterence trone any other. all Lodges within its Wasonde
Jurisdiction,  Usage has adopted the e/l jurisdiction, because
defined and convenient, wied becaise there ean be but one Supreme
Masonic authority in a Mosonic Jurisdiction, no other Supreme
Masonic authority can interfere with it. The Grand Lodge of
England ix supreme in its defined jurisdiction. But it cannot charter
Lodees in the defined risdictions of Seotland and Jreland.  But
they have the same right to charter Lodeesin any ofthe Territories
of the United States that any ot the Grand Lodges in the United
States have, = where no Grand Lodee is already established.™  And
the Grand Lodees in the United States; have the same right to
charter Lodges in any of the Canadian Provinees. that the Grand
Lodges of England, Seotland and Ireland have, ]‘}w:'ms‘c there is
no Supreme Masonic authority in Canada. - The Provincial Grand



122 GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

Lodges of Canada are subordinate Lodges, owing allegiance to
Foreign Supreme Grand Bodies, who charter Lodges at will,
within their own jurisdictions, whilst they cannot elect their Grand
Officers, or grant charters.  When there are a sufficient number
of regular chartered Lodges in any of the Territories of Provinces,
where no Grand Lodge is alrcady established, and it appears the
interests and prosperity of the Craft would be promoted, they may
form and constitute a Grand Lodge, without the consent of the
Grand authorities from which they derived their existence, and
“ have the right of forming a code of laws for their government,
according to the Ancient Constitutions of the Craft.””  But permit
us to look a little further into the consequences of this * leading
principle,” put forth by our Massachusetts Brethren. They say :
“holding the territories as common ground, wherein each Grand
Lodge is free to charter Lodges at pleasure, until each territory, by
being regularly admitted into the Union as a State, acquires the
right to form a Grand Lodge for itselt.”  Then, the right to form
a sovereign Masonic authority, for the interests of the Craft
depends upon the will of the civil government, under which it is
located, and not upon the Ancient Constitutions and usages of the
Order. By this doctrine the Masons of Canada, having no prospect
of any redress of their grievances hut by ecivil revolution, are
driven of necessity to a violation of their obligations, by heing
* concerned in plots and conspiracies against the government of the
country in which they live.”

The Committee perceiving the difficulties into which this doctrine
wus leading them, say : “ Your Committee are aware that this
has sometimes heen done before admission as a State, but, although
it may be alleged in excuse that Territories are States in process
of formation, we still think the practice illegal and not to be justified
in any case.”  We believe our highly respected Brethren of
Massachusetts will find it a very hard matter to pointout a solitary
instance of a territorial government, since the adoption of the
Federa_l Const_it»u‘tion, where a Grand Lodge was not organized
before itx admission as a State. The Grand Lodge of Florida was
organized in 1830, and the Territory was not admitted as a
State. until 18.45.' It: this })e S(.)lllld doctrine, it is Congress which
legalzzes. the nstitution ot an independent Grand Lodge, and not
the Ancient Constitutions and usages of Masonry,

Will our Brethren of New York and Massuchusotts consider the
consequences ot their doctrine, and argunients, which subject the
institutions of our order to the changes and revolutions of the civil
governments under which they may chance to he located, Suppose
the navy and army of Great Britain could succecd iy 4 conquest
of the territories of the United States on the Pacitic, and in reducin

them to the condition of Provinces ; the Grand Lodges \vhicﬁ



SECOND G. A. COMMUNICATION—MONTREAL, 5857. 1928

have been established there by such doetrine, wonld he divested of
their independency. and e redueed to the condition of Provincial
(Zrand Lodges, \nl»|c<l to the authority and control of the Grand
Master of England.

Tt is the hoast of BEuglish statesnien. that the sun never sots upon
the British Empire.  Wherever the vy and ariny of Great
Britain can carry the sword of conquest. the authority of the Grand
Master of Fnaland follows, supreme,  [Tow can such doctrines.,
we respectfuliy e aske square with the suldime principles of Free
Masonry. which are tlw stme i all elimes, and wnder all forms of
goverment, neither allicd to the Churceh nor influenced by the
Rtate"—umiversal, wnelungeable and eternal ¢

But the urlv*l"»lulmvr ‘ommittee of'the Grand Lodge of Vi irginia
adopts the opinions oi" the M, W, Grand Master of New York.,
and sav

© We highly appreciate and warinly conmnend his comments on
the Muasonie virtue of obhedience to law awd order. as the foundation
on which the well-being of” every Grand Lodee depends, and will
not venture to analyze the ('\tlellll'l\' delieate details of the issge
involved, as [il‘L‘\t]ltL‘l by the relations which the coverners and
the governel bear to e wh other in this partienlin case. Nor will
we venture to disturb the good relation we hold to the M. W, G,
Lodge of” England, by obtruding ovr opinions on theiv deliberations
i advance of oy request by Ler to do so”

Well, we are very sorry, that the enlightened and expericiiced
¢ unmnttw of the Grand Imlm of the Ol Dominion, the mother
of Washington did not take a little more time to consider of this
important matter, tor themselves, and to look into their own history
upon this subjeet,

We will now close this Report with a few extracts {from some
of ws enlichtened and experienced Masonie Bodies, as any in the
United States, which we find in the proceedings hetore us,

The Corresponding Committee of the State of Maine,  after
presenting the case ot the Canadian Musons, say

= Betore introducing resolutions on this conpmunication. we will
traukly state. that before the Graond Lodgee of Canada was organized,
aned while mesures were in train for that end. an opinion adverse
ta their independent organization was submitted to them by M.
W, G Master Joseph Dy Evans, ot the Grand Lodec of New York,
which wasapproved hy a Cominittec of the Grand Lodee ot Virginia,
who, in their report on the subject. in 1S5, say -

< We would strennously urge upon the recusant Lodees of Canada
West to tall back wpon their former position of” subordinates, and
comntnence to attain their object by a respeetful. firm. hut Masonie
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memorial to their mother Grand Lodge. as being the only course
likely to place them fair before the family of Grand Lodges, into
which they propose and hope to be adopted.”

“ With all due deference to the opintons advanced by the M. W,
G. Master of New York, and fully endorsed by the distinguished
Committee of Virginia, yvour Conmmittee are impressed with the
conviction that the veasons set forth in the preamble, resolution
and proceedings of our Brethren in Cunada, fally justity  their
action in the prerises. and entitle them to a cordial recognition by
all the Grand Lodges of this conntry and the world.  We do not
see wherein they had not “exhuausted, fully and completely, the

means they possessed of accomplishing the end’ sought by their
petitions ard correspondence with the Grand Lodge of England.”

The Report of the Special Committee ot the Grand Lodge of
Vermont, we heg to quote entire, as an able and conelusive
documant upon this subject :

Br. Bowdish. from the Comimittee to whom was referred the
communication from the Grand Lodge of Canada, made their
report as follows. which was unanimously accepted and adopted :

To the M. W. Grand Lodye of Vermont. now in session—

Your Committee to whom was referred the communication of
the Grand Lodge of Canadda. have had the same under consideration,
and after a thorough examination of the facts therein set forth,
Report.

That before entering upon a strict ¢xamination of the matter
they were disposed to look upon the action of the Delegates
assembled at the city ot Hamilton. on the 10th day of October,
A. L. 5335, with suspicion. as heing revolutionary in its tendency,
and as having been prompted by a spirit of insubordination to the
venerable Grand Lodges of England. Ireland and Scotland, instead
of a spirit of devotion to the welfure of the Fraternity.,

And although your Commiittee would by no mmeans be understood -
to condemn revolutions in the political world, brought about by
oppression, and prosceuted for the purpose of establishing more
wholesome forms of government. Yet they were disposed to look
with scrutiny upon any action (hearing the semblance torevolution)
emanating from a body of men fraternized together for the purpose
of diseminating thosc divine principles, and promoting the exercise
of those great cardinal virtues : Brotherly Love Charity and Truth.

Yet, your Committee, upon a tull investigation of the premises,
find all the statements set forth in the communication from the
Grand Lodge of Canada to be true.  That the Masons of Canada,
in this movement, were actuated by uo spirit of insubordination,
revenye, hatred or malice towards the Venerable Grand Lodges of
England, ireland or Scotland : not that they loved and venerated
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those Grand Lodges less, but that they loved the cause more, and
considered the eristence, interests and weltire of Masonry in
Canadu as denianding precedence over every other cousideration
that the Lodges in Cunadu would gladly, throughout all time,
subject themsclves to the jurisdiction of cither of saild Grand
Lodges, were it possible to overcome the insurmountable barriers
of distatice, and means of comnmumication, which the Great
Architect of the Universe has placed in the way—barriers which
must remain, and cver render it utterly iinpossible for the Lodges
in Canada to force their way within hailing distance of the practical
Jurisdiction of c¢ither,

Placed. in point of fact, in this real position of wayfarers and
orphans, without a parental roofl or a traternal home 5 having no
governing power nearer than three thousand miles, and helonging
to Lodges emanating from three different sources, a circumstance
of” itself naturally engendering jealousy. envy and uncharitableness
towards cach other, productive of confusion. disunion and want of
harmony—a state of things which nust inevitably bring the Craft
into disrepute,

What could the Brethren of these fortyv-one Lodges of Cunada
do ? The followine extract from the December number of the
Free Masons’ Muyazine. published in Londonander the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of England, being the  highest Masonie
publication in Europe. answers this question so far as the Grrand
Lodge of England is concerned, by acknowledging the justice of
what they have done :

SSEVERANCE OF TIIE CANADIAN LODGES FROM
THE GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

* S0 important do we consider the step which has been taken,
and we consider justly, by our Brethrenin Canada, that we beg to
draw especial attention to the official communication made to us,
which our readers will find  published in our correspondence, It
appears,amongst other causes inducing them to throw off allegiance
to the Grand Lodge of England, the Canadian Brethiren forcibly
allude to the fact of important communications * to England
having frequently remained without reply foriaonths, and in some
cases tor vears 3 and notwithstunding  that complaints ot such
neglect have been repeatedly represented to th.e Grand Lodge of
Eligland, they have as yet received no  attention or redress—a
11vg1ecb highly discourteous towards the 1\1:‘154»115 ni‘(‘:muda,. and
seriously injurions to the general interests of the Cratt. Experience
his shown themto he wnable to secure from the Granll Lodge of
England the attention and respect due to their position as u
Provincial trand Lodge.’
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“ This is a very grave charge, and one we, to our cost, have
reason to verify, for not Canada alone, but other foreign settlements
of Masonry, have applied to us repeatedly,” &c.

Your Committee further find that forty-one Lodges of Free and
Accepted Masons, all in good standing, a portion of which were
working under authority derived from each of the Grand Lodges
aforesaid, united in this movement er necessitate, and that the
warrants under which they acted, have all been surrendered and
returned to the sources from which they emanated.

It was urged before your Committee that the assent of the Grand
Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, should have been
obtained before the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada. But
your Committec are not aware of the existence of any Masonic
law or usage giving to the Grand Lodges aforesaid, the power to
establish or prevent the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada.

Entertaining the opinion which your Committee do, and which
the Masonic world must, of the high reputation of the three
venerable Grand Lodges aforesaid, your Committee are unwilling
to believe that they, or either of them, will for a moment harbor
or tolerate a sectional or selfish view of this matter, but on the
other hand, feeling, as they must, an interest in the prosperity of
the cause, the world over, will with one accord hail or Brethren of
Canada, and with a paternal and fraternal blessing, bid them a
hearty God-speed in their new organization.

On referring to Masonic history and usage, your Committee
find that in the ycar 1717, the four Lodges working in the city
of London, met at Appletree Tavern, in Charles street, Covent
Garden, London ; and in the absence of all other authority
constituted themselves into a Grand Lodge, thus affording and
establishing an eminent precedent for independent action upon this
subject whenever the necessity of the case, and the existence or
interest of the Craft demand it. Also in 1812, the Lodges in
Touisiana met and formed a Grand Lodge, and, as a justification
for the step which they had taken, stated * the example set by the
other States in this Union, and their topographical situation, which
rendered their communications with the Mother Lodge extremely
difficult and hazardous.

In 1818 the Lodges in Mississippi having derived their charters
from two different sources, to wit : from the Grand Lodges of
Kentucky and Tennesee, met and organized themselves into a
Grand Lodge for the State of Mississippi, and in their manifesto,
sent forth to the Masonic world, set forth as the reason for the
step which they had taken * that the Grand Lodges of Kentucky
and Tennesee, from their remote situation, possessed inherently
the creating power, and that their Lodges in Mississippi were
suffered to pass on without instruction or correction ; and that the
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Mother Lodges being thus mnecessarily unacquainted with their
wants and wishes, on all matters appertaining to their local
concerns, difficulties and inconveniences, affecting the prosperity of
the Institution, had arisen, which called loudly for a remedy : and
the remedy applied in Louisiana, Missixsippi, and in every other
instance, (which has come to the knowledge of vour Comumittec)
has been the formation of a Grand Lodge in the scveral jurisdictions
where such evils existed, and their authority to form the same has
never as yet been questioned, or, atleast, successtully controverted.
Is it for us, then, upon this side of the Atlantic, when the high
Masonic authority of England, above referred to, acknowledged
the justice of their claims, and endorsestheir proceedings? Is it for
us, the Grand Lodge of Vermont. with motives as pure as the air
of our own green hills, who have, and can have no fecling in the
matter, except such as should be exercised by cvery true Mason,
to-wit : (the prosperity of the Craft?) Is it for us. situated in the
immediate vicinity ot the Grand Lodge ot Canada, and knowing
her to be composed of good Masons aud true : knowing. as we
do, the difficulties under which our Canadian Brethren have labored
and struggled to maintain their existence as Masons 1 knowing, as
we do, that the formation of the Grand Lodge of England, and of
the Grand Lodges of most of the States of'the Union, have formed
and established Masonic precedents for this very action?  Daoes it
become us, with all these precedents and acts betore us, to withhold
the right hand of fellowship from, and turn the cold shoulder to.
these forty-one Lodges in Canada—for following these eminent
and praiseworthy Masonic examples? Your Committee,
unanimously and emphatically, auswer xo!  And believing that
there was, on the 10th day of October, A. L. 5855, at the city
of Hamilton, in (unada West, a Grand Lodge of Canada,
constitutionally and Masonically established, according to the
ancient usages and precedents of the Owder, unanimously
recommended the passage of the following resolution :

“ Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Vermont cordially extends
to the Grand Lodge of Canada the right hand of fellowship, and
recognises it as an independent Grand Lodge, entitled to all the
courtesies and fraternal regards due to the most favored Grand
Lodge.”

“The M. W. Grand Master of lowa, in his address, alluding to
the action of the Brethren in Canada. says: I would recommend
that you acknowledge the legitimacy of the (irand Lodge of
Canada, and that your decision be communicated to that Grand
Lodge.” The Committee on Foreign Correspondence. say :

“ Since the last Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge. an
inportant change in Canadian Affairs has been announced.  The
relations heretofore existing between the Provincial Grand Lodge
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and the Grand Lodge of England have been suspended, and all the
facts connectcd with this important measure, have been set forth
by our Canadian Brethren in a communication which they have
issued to the Fraternity throughout the world.

“ The high character which the Masons of Canada have sustained,
and their strict adherence to the established principles and usages
of the Order, as well as the cordial fraternal intercourse between
them and the Craft in the United States, has attracted an unusual
attention to this movement, and excited investication on the part
of our ablest Masons, as to the causes which justified it.

“This inquiry has been conducted calmly and with impartiality.
No great question has ever been presented to the Fraternity in
America which has reccived a more dispassionate  consideration,
A profound desire to prevent any innovationsupon the Constitutions
of Masonry, mingled with a feeling of kindness and sympathy for
our Canadian Brethren, has characterized ull that vour Committee
has read uponthis subject, and the action, hasedupon the conclusion
which most of” the GGrand Lodges of this country have adopted, has
been taken with a sincere respect and deference to the GGrand Lodge
of England—the only Masonic body with which opinions and
actions upon this subject would bhe likely to conflict.

- The judicious course pursued Dy our Brethren of Canada, upon
an occasion of so much importance. has had a nost happy
influence upon the Fraternity clsewhere. Their new position is not
the result of violent rupture or angry revolution. Political
sympathies or antipathies have had no ageney in bringing it to pass.
Their course has been tuken after mature reflection: and with a full
heliet that the Dbest interests of Masonry in Canada, would be
subscrved by it. The series of meetings and proceedings which
finally eventuated in the formation of their independent (irand
Lodge, have heen particularly distinguished by a respect for the
allegiance which they had yielded to the Grand Lodge of England,
as well as by that higher and more commanding allegiance which
every Mason owes to thespirit, letter. and welfare of the Institution,
as laid down in our Ancient Charces and Constitutions.”

And a Special Committee say :

“ The Committee to whoin was referred the Communication
from a Grand Lodge of Masons in Canada, announcing the
organization of an independent Girand Lodge in that Province,
Report,

* That having examined this Communication with much care,and
weighed the reasons which it scets forth as influencing the action of
the Craft in Cuanada; as well as giving due respect and  attention
to the opinions and actions of several American and foreign
Jurisdictions upon this subject,they recommend, to this Grand Lodge
a cordial recognition of the Grand Lodye of (anada, recently
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formed, of which Wm. M. Wilson is Grand Master and
Thos. Bird Harrix, Grand Sceretary 3 and that they coincide in the
opinion expressed by the M. W. Grand Master of Towa, as to its
legitimacy, and recommend that a full fraternal intercourse and
friendship be extended to the suid Grand Lodge of Canada.

“They also offer the following : '

“ Resolved, That a copy of this action of the Grand Lodge of
lowa be forwarded by the Grand Secretary to the Grand Lodge of
Canada.

The Corresponding Committee of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
after a full statement of the causes of grievances complained of
by the Masons of Canada, say :

« From another source we learn that the charters of the forty-one
Lodges werc severally surrendered to the sourees from which they
emanated. We have nothing from the Grand Lodges of England
on the subject nor are we able to say what are the boundaries of
the jurisdiction of that Grand Lodge according to its own regulations,
We perccive, from the Free Maxoun’s Mayazine, published in
London, that what is said about the long and unbroken silence of
the Grand Lodge of England towards these complaints from
Canada, is fully eonfirmed.  Taking all that is stated in the Canada
docurent as strictly  correet, (as we fully believe is the case) we
think the organization of  the Grand Ladge of Canada right and
proper. and that this Cirand Lodge ought at once to tender to her
the right lumd of fellowship.”

We will now close with one other extract from the report of a
distinguished Mason, whose opinions we consider good authority.
Bro. A. (. Mackey, R W, Grand Seerctary of the Grand Lodge
of South Carolina, i his report to the Grand Lodge says:

~ One of the most interesting events that has occurred in the
Masonic history of the past vear, is the organization of an
independent Grand Lodge in Canada. Since the first establishment
of Masonry in that Provinee, it has hectr governed hy a Provineial
Gl Lmlv‘_rv, holding its charter from the United Grand Lodge of
England, while ruch trouble and annovance has been felt from the
existence of other Lodges under warrants granted by the Grand
Lodee of Treland.  The DProvineial Grand Lodge holding  this
subordinate position, cramped inits energies hy its dependence on
the mother comtry, and drained of its revenues by the large
retnrns that it was compelled to pay to its .\'u[‘)urior,lm\:ipg ip \';1:111
appealed for aredress of its grievanees and for a llllw(llll(‘:ltlt)l‘l iu
it< character, at length with the true spirit of America, determined
to right itself. and accordingly at a- Convention of the Lodges
holden on the 10th of October last. an independert Grand Lodge
wis formed. 1t is not to be doubted, that the Grand Lodges of the
United States will. with one accord, extend the right hand of fel-
lowship and recoguition to this their younger sister.”
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All of which vour Committee respectfully submit, with the
tollowing Resolutions :

Resolved. That the Grand Lodge of Florida, cordially extend to
their Brethren of the Grand Lodge of (‘anada, the right hand of
tellowship. with fraternal grecting, and a hearty welcome into the
tamily of American Graud Lodges.

Rexolved. That the Grand Secretary send the proceedings of this
Grand Lodee to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Canada,

Signed, THOS. BROWN, Chairman.

Whercupon, the Report was receivedd. and the Resolutions
unanimously adopted.

On motion,

Resolved. That the thanks ot this Grand Lodge be presented to
Bro. Brown, for his able report, just read ;

W hich was unanimousty adopted.

The Committee of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia
not only gives the address of the Grand Lodge of Canada, but also
inserts a cireular issued by the Proviucial Grand Lodge of Canada
West, which was intended. if possible. to counteract the good effect
of the former; but after going into the question for the second time
and condensing the different points atissueinto sixteen pages of closely
printed 1atter. the Comnmittee submitted and recommended the
re-confirmation of their former action, recognizing the Grand Lodge
of Cimada.  Your Committee will let the report speak for itself,
and would ask a careful perusal of it by those who have thought
that the erection of the Grand Lodge of Canada was not done under
traly Masonie principles and in accordance with the ancient land-
marks.

The Committee report as tollows:

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

M. W. PU G M. Freneh, as Chairman ot the Committee, having
in charge the condition of the Cratt in the Province of(‘rana(’ia read
the following report : ,

To the Grand Lodye of the District of Coluimbia :

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to consider the matter

of recognition by this Grand Lodge ot the (irand Lodge of Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons of Canada.” make the following report :
That at the semi-annual mecting of this Grand Lodge in May
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last, the Most \Vorshlptul Graud Master laid before this Grand
bodv a cireular from the Grund Lodge of Canada, stating very
fullv the reason for the formation of that Girand Lolec, and losing
in the tollowmg words ;

* Engaged in onc comnon cause—the sood of our fellow  men,
by promoting the interest of onr time-honored Tnstitution—and it
being our sincere desire to establish and perpetuate an intimate
alliance with vour Grand Lodge, we extend to you in the mane of
our Divine Art the right hand of hrotherliood. and U,m“]‘m]\
claim frony you a reciprocation of our fraternal regund.”

That circular was referred to the undersigned as @ committee to
consider and report upon the same forthwith.  The conmittec
retired at once, and having examined the eircular, had no hesitation
in coming to a4 unanimous conclusion that it was the duty ot the
Grand Lodge of the Distriet of Columbia to recognize the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and enter at once into traternal correspondence
with it.

They accordingly reported resolutions carrying out their views,
and after the reading ot the cireular, and such necessary - explana-
tions as the subject seemed to demand, those resolutions were
unanimously adopted by this Grand Lodge. and  our  Grand
Secretary was instructed to transmit a certified copy of then. wnder
the seal of the Grand Ladge. to the Most Worshiptul Grand Master
of Masous in the Province of Cunuda.

This, your committee are officially informed. the Grand Seeretanry
did, accompanying the siwme by a letter. dated May Sth, 1856,
expressing i a very appropriate manner the action of this Grand
Lodge.

Thus, as your Committee supposed. the most fraternal relations
were established hetween this Grand Lodae and the Grand Lodee
of Canada.

On the 13th of June following. the Chairman of vour Connnittee
received a letter from our Most Worshiptul Grand Master, accom-
panied by a prmtvd circular hnm the Scerctary of the = Provineal
Grand l,m]nv of Canada West.” which, that this Grand L due may
fully under stand the entire matter. vour Commnittee (]n]nnl'\ i thix
r«‘pbrt. They are as follows :

Graxp MasTER'S OFFICE
Giraxp Lopge oF tie DISTRICT OF ¢ 'oLUMBIA.
Jie 13///, AL L DsDG.

M. W. Sir and Brother :—Enclosed | send you a printed
comuunication, dated the 28thoult., from the Provineial Grand
Lodge of Canada West. under the Jllthuﬂt\ of the M. W, Grand
L()dﬂe of England, recently received by mie, huving reterence to
the formatlon of a new and mdcpendcnt (n.md I. mlm- in Canada,
and which Litter Grand Lodge we recognized at our last tirand
Communication.
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I had ereat doubts from the commencement of the propriety of
our recognition of the doings of the Tatter. not only upon the mere
abstract gronnd of insubordination on their purt to their legitimate’
head, but also because of the stand we had taken in reference
to a like question in the State of New York, but I was overruled
in my opivions by those of others whom [ consulted. and induced
to present the matter to the Grand Lodge without any suggestive
objection on my part.

I have great canse, [ think, to regret the course I then took, for
[ ot but teel now that our Grand Lodge has, under the existing
facts ignored its action on the New York case, violated the comity
due to the Grand Lodee of Englaud, and thus comnitted two
taults, from the effeets of which it should endeavor to escape.
and that [ did not adhere to my first views and express them, is to
me a source of great mortifieation,

| see it stated in the - Mirror and Kevstone™ that in Canada
West there were fifty one English and tourteen Irish Lodges—that
fourteen Kuglish and fonvteen Irish Lodyes were represented in the
Convention which ultimately resulted in the formation of a New
Grand Lodge in Canada, and that since the latter cvent, four of
sald  English Lodges and one  Irish have returned to their
allegiance.  That in » Montreal and Wm. Henry™ there were
twelve English, and one Irish and one Scoteh Lodge 5 ten English
and one lrish represented in Convention, and two English since
abandoned the Convention party and returned to their allegiunce.—
That in © Quebec and Three Rivers™ there were three English
Lodges, one Irish and one Scoteh @ the Irish and Sceotch Lodges
being the only ones represented in the Convention, and that they
have returned to their allegiauce.

It would thus appear. that. instead of this being a movement of
unanimity among the Masons of Canada, one in which the private
Lodges with scarcely an exception, participated. and to which the
three Provincial Grand Lodges offered no obstacle, it was the
moveient of the brethren ot but forty-one Lodges out of eighty-
four, and that of the forty-onc, nine have sinee refused to
acknowledge the new Grand Lodee 3 thus showing that if the
persons pre fessing to - represent them  acted in that respect by
authority, they went too far when they attempted to hind them to
this torcible separation. I was deccived, and 1 think the brethren,
acting upon thlu matter, were cqually mistaken, in the language
and terms of the manitesto issued by the new (ean odee. and
asking a recognition of their :unhuri.t.\'. I believed gh:ﬁ‘ Sli( ’f(,lll-?\l-_
one Lodges reterred to by the comprised «ll the Lodges within
the jurisdictions ot the the three Provineinl Grand Lodges, Or S0
near all as to make it cquivalant to an unanimous desire on their
part for the change, and that, although perfect unanimity would of
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itself have been no just ground for the recognition of rebellion
and disobedience to lawful authority, yet that it would have
sanctioned a separation made for purposes of harmony, without
feelings of hostility to the parent body, and with such obvious and
palpable evils growing out of the previous relation. It had also
been stated in a semi-official form, that the Grand Lodge of Ireland
had assented to the Lodges under her jurisdiction assuming the
independent character referred to, and it was not supposed that the
Grand Lodge of England would interpose an objection to a like
course, on the part of the Lodges under her jurisdiction, when
they unanimously presented themselves in that attitude.

It would, however, now appear that it is a mere schism among
the brethren, like in the State of New York, differing from the
latter, however, in having becn peacefully made, but from causes
of mere inconvenience in the working of the details, whilst the
latter alleged a deprivation of rights secured by compact.

As you was Chairman of the comnmittec to whom the subject
was referred at our last communication I have referred the enclosed
paper to you, and now request that you will see the other two
members of that committee, Bros. Ileath and Page, and jointly give
the matter, as it now stands, your serious consideration ; and
prepare such report thereon, in writing, as will enable you to
present it to the Grand Lodge at its next special communication
on the 24th inst. I intend to make the call for that assembling of
the Craft, subservient as well to the purposes of our proposed
celebration, as to the consideration of this subject, and intend,
officially, refering the latter matter, at that time to the old
committee, and hence my desire that you should have the advantage
of the time between this date and the 24th inst., togive it some
consideration.

I would respectfully direct your attention to the last number of
Bro. Moore’s Masonic Magazine, for a long editorial expressive of
his views ; and to the last number of the Mirror and Keystone, for
an extract from the address of the Grand Master Evans of New
York, on the same subject.”

With considerations of fraternal regard,
CHARLES S. FRAILEY,
Grand Master.
To B. B. Frexch, Esq., M. W. P. G. M.

Provivciat Granp Lopbce or Canapa W EST, UNDER THE
AuTHORITY OF THE M. W, Granp Lopee oF EncLAND.

To the M, W. Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia :
“It having been brought under the notice of this Provincial Grand

Lodge that for several months past various Grand Lodges in the
United States and elsewhere, had been applied to for recognition
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by a4 new}Masonie body, styling itself the Grand Lodge of Canada
and this Grand Lodge being induced to belicvef rom the sentiments
expressed in reluation to this schismatic movement, by our American
brethren in their numerous Masonic publications, that they could
not be in pussession of the true tucts of the case.

Therefore, it was unanimously resolved at a half-ycarly meeting
held at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 21st instunt, “ That the Grand
Secretary be directed. under the supervision of the Board of
ieneral Purposes, to publish for the information of the Masouice
fraternity at large, a statement of the facts connected with the
recent movement ot insubordination on the part of certain Lodges
in this Province, wuder the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Kuglund, the said Lodges, or certain members thereot, having, in
order to gain recognition from the various Grand  Lodges with
which this Grand Lodge has long been in friendly comnunication,
made use of statenients which are not borne out by facts—these
being to the prejudice of a very large portion of the fraternity
who have, and who do still remain true to their mother (rand
Lodge.”

In furtherance of this object, they, (the self-styled Girand Lodge
of Canada) state, that at the Convention held at Hamilton on the
10th of October last, there were forty-one Lodges represented. and
that the action taken at that meeting was unanimous, with the one
exception s swhereas, of the forty-one Lodges there represented,
fitteen were fron the jurisdiction of this (Girand Lodge, ten from
Cianada East, acting under warrants trom Englund, one from
Quebec, under the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and fifteen under
wirrants from the Grand Lodge of Ireland.  The number of
Lodges belonging to this Provincial Grand Lodge at the time the
Convention met, was fitty. since which time only seven have given
official information of their affiliation with the new body : so that,
at the present time, there are forty-three or the original number
still true to their allegiance, to which nay be added three new
Lodges under dispensation, making the present number forty -six.
Of the forty Lodges who, as stated in their published report, voted
with the body. there were delegates trom two belonging to this
Graud Lodge—the mover and seconder of an amendnient to the
original motion respecting the formation of an independent Grand
Lodge made at the said Convention, who did not vote in its favor ;
and this Grand Lodge has since ascertained that. in a oreat many
instances, the delegates who voted in favor ot the 1110\'(‘:1nent, (:m:l
by one a direcet fraud was practised,) on retarning to their Lodges
were ot sustained in - the action they had taken 5 so that it may
(leaving the lrish Lodges out of the question) be fairly assumed,
that not more than half of those Lodges hailing from the Grand
Lodge of England, and represented at the Convention do, in reality
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belong to the new body. By this stateinent it will e at once seen,
that u very great majority of the Canadian Masons remain true to
their allegiance.  The alleged cause which immediately led to the
formation of the new hady, was the refusal of the R, W. D. Grand
Master, at a special mecting of this P, Grand Lodge, held at the
Clitton House Niagara Falls, on the 19th of July last. to submit a
motion tron the chair, which,it carried, would have led to immediate
and open rebellion on the part of the Cinadian Craft to their
mother Grand Lodges. el in common with nearly the whole of
the Lodges mder his control, determined to reinain true to their
allegianee, but at the same time to employ every legitimate meaus
for obtaining trom the mother Grand Lodue those further privileges
and immumities which this Grand Lodge had some two vedrs
previously asked for.  This was the unanimous teeling of the P,
Grand Lodge at an adjourned mecting on the following morning,
when the disatlocted Brethren were not present: and in furtherance
of this object it was moved by Brother W, M. Wilson (the Master
of the New Grand Lodge) = That Brother R. H. Townened he
appointed the Special Acent of this Grand Lodge, and requested
to use his best endeavors to ohitain an answer to the petition of this
Grand Lodge, and that e he invested with full power to act. in the
matter,

Abont amonth prior to the halfyearly  connnumication of the
Girand Lodge held in Toronto, on the 23rd of October following,
a summons tor said meeting was issued. which informed the Craft

Jrother Townend. our special agent, had brought the subject
witter of our grievanees betore the Board of General Purposes of
the Grand Lodee of England. and that matters were ina fair way
towards a satistictory result, begging us to wait patiently a short
time longeraand assuring us that we should have all our requirements
granted us. This simmmons was sent to all the Lodges under this
Jurisdiction © but the recusant Lodges being unwilling to wait
longer, ot the Covention at Hamilton, en the 10th of Octaber,
assissed in the formation of the new body, which at the meceting of
this P. Grawnd Lodge, held on the 23rd ot October, was declared
illegal, and all Masonic intercourse was, hy an unanlinous vote,
strictly forbidden.  Thus matters remained until the mecting of
this I, Grand Lodue on the 21st instant. when further information
was received from Brother Townend. to the etfect, that he had
sueceeded in bringing up the subject of” our complaints betore the
Graud Lodge of England. and that the Cratt throughout England
were fairly aroused to our position, and fully alive to the justness
of our demands. as will be scen by the following notice of 1notion
to be made at the next Quarterly Mecting of the Grand Lodge of
Fnelind, to be holden on the first Wednesday in June:

* That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient that
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the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West should enjoy all the
immunities and privileges of an Independent Grand Lodge, save
and except, that it shall once in every three years, submit the
names of two or more Brethrento the M. W. the G. M. of England
who shall oppoint one of them to be Provineial G. M.; and the
Provincial G. M. so appointed, shall exercise the same powers
within this Province as are excercised by the M. W, the G. M. in
England. That it is further expedient, that the same privilege be
accorded to other foreign Provincial Grand Lodges on their petition;
and the M. W. the G. M. is hereby respectfully requested to carry
this resolution into effect at as eurly a period as possible;” and
also, “ that the thanks of this Girand Lodge are due, and are hereby
given, to those Canadian Lodges which have maintained their
allegiance to the M. W the G. M. and the Grand Lodge ot England.”
From the above stateient, it will be evident, that the dissaffected
portion of the Masonic fraternity in this Provinee is comparatively
small, although nearly the entire Craft agree in the belief, that an
independent organization is essential to the proper and effectual
working of the Craft in this Province ; yet this Grand Lodge is
fully determined to obtain this position ina legitimate manner, and
not by violence, as in the case of the Canada Grand Lodge, whose
existence as a Masonic body this Grand Lodge entirely repudiates.”
By order,
[r. 8] FRANC:S RICHARDSON,
Grand Secretary.
Tor onto, May 28, 1856.

“This letter of our Grand Master, the eircular accompanying the
same, and an article in the June number of Brother Moore’s
Freemason’s Magazine, induced the Chairman of your Committee
to helieve, that the Committee had acted without that deep
considleration that a subject of such importance demanded, and ina
letter to Brother Moore, dated June 30th, and published in the
Magazine, be (the Chairman of your Committce) among other
things, used the following language: “1 do not hesitate to say, that,
had I known what I now know. 1 should not havereported asT did,
without very much more consideration.”

Your Chairman, it will be seen, expressed no opinion contrary
to the one expressed in the resolutions reported by him, but he
thought that a morce careful and full examination of the matter was
due to its grave and important character.

At a mecting of the Grand Lodge on the 24th of June, the
Grand Master brought the subject again before it, and it was again
referrcd to your committee, that, to use the language of the Grand
Secretary, “they might fully re-examine the subj&'t.”

Your Committee have taken great pains to procure all the
information they could relative to the subject, and have entered
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upon the duty of re-examining it with the full purpose of doing
Masonic justice to all the parties concerned ; and after reading
every paper before them, and weighing the whole matter as
carctully as it was intheir power to do. they can now only reiterate
the conclusion to which they came in May lust. ’

They will now proceed to give the reasons that have led them to
the conclusion above expressed, and as the subject is of so much
importance, the Grand Lodge must pardon them if they oeccupy
considerable time in so doing.

Upon a careful re-perusal of the cireular of = the Grand Lodee
of Canada.” vour cominittee have not been able to find what the
circular of the Grand Sceretary of “ the Provineial Grand Lodge™
denominates * stutcments which are not borne out by fucts.™ Nor
do they find anything in the former circular which would lead themn
to suppose that the action of the fortv-one Lodges assembled at
Hamilton, en the 10th day of October, 1855, was the wianimons
action of the Craft in Canada.

That circular commences by stating the plain fact * that the
Freemasons of' Canada, to the number ot forty-one Lodges, having
united in the establishment of & Grand Lodge of Canada,” &e.
Your Committee do not find that any one denies this statement.
The circular proceeds. by giving the reasons why this assemblage
of forty-one Lodges thought themsclves justified in forming an
Independent Grand Lodge in Canada, and so far from attempting
to controvert those reasons, the Provincial Grand Seerctary in his
his circular, admits the toree of them by sy ing— nearly the entire
Craft agree in the belief that an independent organization is
essential to the proper and effectnal working of the Craft in this
Proviuce.”

The reasons thus given we will bricfly state :

1. The absence of that progress in the Masonic art which has
invariably attended the existence of duly constituted Lodges in
other countries.

2, Want of harineny conscquent upon  the establishment of
Lodges hailing from the Grand Lodges of different countries.

3. The injustice of the requirement of the Grand Lodges of
(ireat Britain, that the Canadian Lodges should contribute to their
funds, in addition to having to support three Provincial Grand
Lodges, and to aid and assist Brethren ciiigrating from the mother
country, thus doubly taxing the Canadian fraternity.

4. The inconvenienee, fully and clearly set forth at length, of the
Jdistunce hetween the Provineial Lodges and the controlling power.,

5. The appointment of the Provineial Grand Master, by the
Grand Master of England, and the nomination by hin of all the
other Provincial Grand Officers to the Grand Master of England
for his confirmatiou, thus depriving the Canadian Lodges of any
voice or control in the selection of their irand Officers.
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The cireular of the Independent Grand Lodge then goes on to
state what vour committee helieve to be fully sustuined by other
evidence before them, that ¢ the forecoing  sentiments were
participated in by the whole of the Masonie fraternity, with
scarcely an individual exeeption.”

Following this. a clear and coneise statement | is made of the
several steps taken by the - Provineial Grand Lodge” from 1852
onward, to induce “ the Grand Lodee of England” to authorize the
establishing of an Independent Grand Lodge in Canada—to induce
that Grand Lodge to suffer the Provineial Grand Lodge to retain
all fees arising from the working of the Craft, and to permit them,
at least, the poor hoon of electing their own Provincial Grand
Master.

To these reasonable requests. the Grand Lodge of England made
no reply. and forther efforts were made, first through the Grand
Seerctary, and then through the Grand Registrar, “ respectfully
calling attention to the petitions, and hegaing that they might be
favored with consideration and some reply.”

“ These applications,” say they. “appear to have heen alike
unavailing in procuring from  the Grand Lodge of England any
consideration of the claims of the Masons ot Canada, for, at a
nceting o the Provineial Grand Lodge, on the 19th of July last,
[ 1855, it was officially anmounced. that ue reply had been received
fromthe Grand Lodge of England to any of these communications.”

“ Finding,” says the circular, - that the interests of the Craft in
the Province were suffering with inereased severity from the
causes of which they  had  complained—feeling deeply  the
uncourteous neglect  the petitions and correspondence of the
Provincial Grand Lodge experienced from the officers of the
Grand  Lodge of England—and  helieving the Provineial Grand
Lodge to he incapable of obtaining the  concessions which the
position of the Craft rendered indispensable—it was determined to
call w meeting ot delegates from all the Canadian Lodges, to he
held in the city of Hamilton, the 10th of October, to consider the
expediency of establishing a Grand Lodge of Canada.™

In consequence of this determination, ecery Lodge in Canada
was nolificd of the intended mecting at Hamilton, to be held on
the 10th of Octoher, 1855,

The circular then procecds to givea full account of that meeting,
and its result was the formation of = the Grand L swlee of Canada”
which was duly consecrated, and its officers installed by 0 Past
Grand Master of the State of Michigan, '

* Irom the time.” says the cireular, * when the four Lodges of
London renounced their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of York,
and formed themselves into an Independent Girand Lodge, up to
the present period, [Nov. 10th, 1855,] the greatest number of
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Lodges on record ever associated to erect g new Grand Lodge, was
seventeen, whilst fortvoone Lodges, and holdine warrants, tos y trom
three different jurisdictions, were harmoniously united in the
estublishment of the Grand Lodue of Canada.”

Your Committee, having inserted the cireular of the Seeretary
of the Provincial Grand Lodge entire, in their report, could do no
less than give the forcgoing brief synopsis of the eircular ot the
Independent Grand Lodge of Canad,

They have carefully compared the two papers, and are reluctantly
compelled to say, that they have not heen able o sec. in the
arcument of the Scerctary of the Provineial Grand  Lodge, any
sutficient reason given to shake, in the least, the conclusion they
arrived atin May lust, and then reported to this Grand Lodge,

The first point atternpted to he made in the latter argurnent is,
that the »seltstyled Grand Lodge of Canada™ state thatat the Conven-
tion * the action taken was nnanimous with one exception, whereas
of the torty-one Loduges there represented, fifteen were frou the
Jurisdiction o’ this Grand Lodge. ten from Canada East.” &e.going
onto state fully the organization of that meeting and showing that
a large number of Lodges were not there represented. and drawing
the inference that the - seltstyled Grand Lodee™ intended to
miisrepresent to the Masonic world, by elaiming that all  the
Canadian Lodges but one were represented in that meeting,

There certainly is nothing in the civeular of the Grand Lodge of
Canada about  that meeting heing unanimous with one exception,”
and it there he any stateinent of that kind elsewhere, vour
committee would regurd it as meaning, that the action at TTamilton
was unanimous, with one exception. so jur ax the Lodyes or
re/u'e.s'en/ulive.w there present were coneerned, Thc)' sy ‘f"ll‘/‘I/-OIU‘
Lodges were represented, and is it to he supposed that sensible
men would be so tholish as to snppose they conkd Tnpose on others
SO gross a Imisrepresentation as that there weve hut forty-tio
Lodyes in Canada when the whole Masonie fraternity of Canada
knew to the contrary! If that  argument means what your
cominitiee suppose, it amounts to nothing, and we have in vain
striven, for the eredit of the writer, to find in it some other
meaning.

Your committee camaot see the toree of the statement, that on
the return of some of’ the delegates who attended that miceting, to
their Lodges, they were not sustained inthe course they had taken.
Nothing is more comumon in the political world, than for a
constitueney to repudiate the action of their representative. but
vour conuuittee do not remember of ever hearivg even a pretence
set up, that a law pussed by the aid of that representative’s vote
was any the less a law Decause those who delegated to him the
nuthurft_y to aild in making it, did not happen toapprove it !
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The circular of the Secretary states. that the * alleged cause
which immediately led to the formation of the new body was the
refusal of the R. W. D. Grand Master, at a special meeting of this
P. Grand Lodge, helil at the Clifton House, Niagara Ialls, on the
19th of July last, to submit a motion trom the chair,” &c.

This may be the fact, but neither the circular of the Grand
Lodge, nor any other paper that has come into the possession of
your committee, except this circular of the Secretary, affirms any
such cause.

To the minds of your committee, the circular of the Secretary
of the Provincial Grand Lodge carries no conviction adverseto the
recognition of the new Grand Lodge, but rather strengthens them
in the belicf that it is the duty of the Masonic fraternity of the
United States to recognize it.

Your committee, in answer to intimations they have seen,cannot
omit to say, that in their view, there is not the least resemblance
between the peaceable and proper formation of * the Grand Lodge
of Canada,” and the violent and improper formation of the spurious
body presided over hy a Mr., Phillips, and calling itself ** the Grand
Lodge of New York!”

In the State of New York there wasone legitimate Grand Lodge,
which had been for years in existence, and which was recognized
every where as the only Grand Lodge of that State ; and it has
come to be « Masonic principle in the United States, that but one
regular Grand Lodge can exist in a State or Territory of this Union,

We have already endeavored to show the entire dissimilarity of
the situation of the Fraternity in Canada to the state of things
which existed in New York at the time of the disgraceful and
violent proceedings which resulted in the formation of the illegiti-
mate * Phillips Grand Lodge ot that State.” °

Your committee cannot close their report on this very important
subject, without giving some general views relative to it. One
fact seems to them, were there no other, entirely to justify the
formation of the Grzm‘d.Lodge of Canada, and that is, the disjointed
and disorganized condition of the Craft in Canada us represented
by Brother F. G. Tisdall, representative, we believe, in the Grand
Lodge of ‘Newy York, of the Grand Lodges « of (anada West,
Quebec, &, in a communication addressed to the Philadelphia
Mirror and Keystone, in June last. ** On the 9th of October last”
says Brother Tisdall, “there were eighty-four Lodges in the
Canadas, viz :—fifty-one Lodges English  register L.,under the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, and four

‘ : dge of Cunada V est, and  fourteen Lodges,
Irish register, _respons1ble only to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in
the same province, Twelve Lodges, register of England, under
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Montreal and William I,-Iem'y ;
one Lodge, register of Scotland, and one Lodge, register of
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Ireland, in the same District, and three Lodges, register of England,
under the Provincial Grand Lodge of Quebee, &e.; one Lodge,
register of Scotland, and one Lodge, register of Ircland. in the
same District.” )

With the Craft thus divided—to use the words of the Canada
Grand Lodge circular—* hailing as they did from different Grand
Lodges, and distributed as they were over a Province extending
in length 1600 milex, in breadth averaging over 220 miles, being
threc times as large as Great Britain and Ireland—the means of
communication, too, being very imperfect,” is it to he wonderced at,
that there was an almostunanimous desire amongst the Frecmasons
of Canada to have an Independent Grand Jurisdiction oftheir own ?

After becoming wearied and impatient at the silence in which
their English mother persisted towards all their petitions and
prayers for an amelioration, in some shape, of their Masonic
condition, a resolution was passed by the Provincial Grand Lodge,
in July 1855, appointing a special agent, who was requested to use
his best endeavors to obtain an answer to the petition of the
Provincial Grand Lodge—the next thing, as it scems to your
Committee, to gettingdown on their knees and imploring the Grand
Lodge ot England to listen to their humble requests !

In September of that year, the Craft in (tnada were notified,
that the special ageut thus appointed, had brought the subject of
their grievances betore the Board of (zeneral Purposes of the Grand
Lodge of England, and that matters were in a fair way towards a
satisfactory result, and they were hegged *“ to wuit patiently @ shord
time longer.”

A large portion of the Craft, under the impression, probably,
that they had waited patiently long enough, on the 10th day of
October, 1855, met at Hamilton, as hus heretofore been stated. and
formed “the Grand Lodge of Canada.”

The formation of this Grand Lodge of Canada has, in various
papers which your Committee has seen, heen denominated illegal,
schismatic, rebellious, and has heen anathematized in various
quarters, as if Freemasons had no right to be free wmen, and act
for themselves !

While your committee stand as firmly on the ground of
Masonic Constitutionalism, assumed by those who have thus
characterized this new Grand Lodge, as they possibly can, we have
not been able to see the action of our Canadian Brethren in the
same light that they do,

We see alarge body of Freemasons, hailing from various
jurisdictions, with no common head, who have, for years been
striving, for the sake of peace, with a (srand Lodge tour thousand
miles away claiming jurisdiction over a portion of them, to obtain
leave from it to form an Independent (irand Lodge, but who
regarded not their request, assembling peaceably together and
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forming a Grand Lodge in the same manner precisely as all the
Grand Lodges in the United States, have been formed ! And we
say, “their work is good.”

Your committee have not the means, if they had the time, to
examine the manner in which the early Grand Lodges in the United
States were formed, but they have no doubt that several of them
were formed in States where Grand Lodges holding charters
from the Grand Lodge of England, were established. ~ We know
that such a Grand Lodge was established in Massachusetts and in
New York, and we believe in Virginia, and, had our Masonic
Fathers assumed the position now assumed by some of our best
and most talented brethren, the Grand Lodge of England would,
at this moment, be claiming the right of Masonic rule over Blue
Masonry in the United States!

We would be the last toadvocate the establishment of a Grand
Lodge in a jurisdiction where one regular Grand Lodge has been
already established. Our viewson that point have been again and
again expressed, and they have not changed, and will not change.
But this Canada matter is by no mcans that case—no Grand
Lodge, in our acceptation of the meaning of that term, existed
there. There was a body called a ¢ Provincial Grand Lodge,”
the Grand Master of which held his office by the appointment of a
bona fide Grand Master four thousand miles away ; and there
were four or five other bodies claiming just as much Masonic
legality as this subordinate of the Grand Lodge of England, who
had equal rights with her, and who did, we apprehend, the most
towards forming the new Grand Lodge.

At the Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, in
November, 1848, a charter was granted to establish at San
Francisco, California, “ California Lodge, No. 13.” That charter
was duly issued and the Lodge placed upon our Register of
Lodges.

Now, we will suppose that, in conformity with the established
practice of the Grand Lodge of England in the formation of
foreign masonic bodies, this Grand Lodge had seen fit to have
called her subordinate ¢ the Territorial Grand Lodge of California”
and to have entitled the Brother, then installed as its Master, its
“ Grand Master,” what, assuming the views of some of our worthy
brethren in relation to the case under consideration as correct,
would have been the result? Why, when our worthy Brethren of
California, hailing as they did from various Grand Jurisdictions,
met and formed *the Grand Lodge of California,” the act would
have been heralded to the world as “rebellious”—*illegal”—
“ schismatic,” and the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columbia would have been said to have been invaded, and “ the
Grand Lodge of California,” in contradistinction to our Provincial
Grand Lodge, would have been shut out from the great Masonic
Union of Grar
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Seriously, your committee can see no difference in the two cases,
and yet every well informed brother will unhesitatingly admit the
ridiculousness of any such claim us the latter would have heen !

In the resolutions reported by your Committee in May last, and
adopted by this Grand Ludge, was avowed, our full regard for the
rights and prerogatives of *“the Grand Lodge of England and the
other Grand Lodges under which some of the Canadian Grand
Lodges were working.” We, again avow our high respect and regard
for those Grand Lodges—nor do we believe that, in view of the
high reputation justly enjoyed by the Freemasons of England, for
generosity, magnanimity and brotherly love, thatthe Grand Lodge
of Englard will, for any length of time, withhold its recognition of
the new Grand Lodge of Canada, especially when it is so well
known to them, that the Craft in Canada have been wnanimous in
their desire for some amelioration ofthe subservient condition they
have occupied for years pust, and that those who have not joined in
the formation of the new Grand Lodge, are not less anxious than
they were prior to its formation, that the Girand Lodge of Eugland
should secure to them, by a surrender of the rights they still
acknowledge, a condition of what they deem, legitimate independence.
The Grand Lodge of England must be convinced of the propriety
of some course towards the Craft in Canada, which shall unite thein
in one brotherhood, and it is the beliet’ of vour Committee, that
the true course will be, to acknowledge the new Grand Lodge, and
advise the brethren in Canada not now affiliated with it, to unite
at once with it, where they will, doubtless, be received with open
arms, and a perfeet Masonic union be formed in Canada that shall
exist forever.  Glorious would that day of union be for Canadian
Masons—glorious for the Masons of the United States—glorious
for the Masons of England—glorious for Muasons every where!
“So mote it be !”

As your Committee were about closing this report, the chairman
received from our M. W. Grand Master the ** Report on the
Masonic difficulties in Canada, adopted by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts” on the 10th of Septermber last.  That report takes
the opposite ground from that which has been taken by us, and, as
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is one of the oldest in the United
States, and embodies, among its members, some of the great lights
of Masonry of the present day, we have felt it to be our duty to
give that report a careful persual, and to weighits arguments well,
in order to find whether it would convey to our minds any evidence
that, in differing from the Committee of that most respectable and
respected body, we had erred in our conclusions.

We have carefully read that report. It sets out the facts that
“ that portion of the Fraternity in Canada under the Grand Lodge
of England is governed by three Provincial Grand Lodges.” That
“ the Provincial Grand Masters are appointed by the Grand



144 GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

Master of England.” That “ the duespaid by each Lodge to the
Mother Grand Lodge are, for each Charter or Warrant of
Constitution, %25 ; for each Diploma, %1 50; also a small sum
for registering.”  That “the Grand Lodge of Scotland has only
two or three Lodges under her jurisdiction in the Upper Province.”
That she has * & number in the Lower Province, and it appears
from the reports of her Provincial Grand Master there, that all
these stand firm in their allegiance.” That ‘ the Grand Lodge of
Ireland has about fifteen Lodges.”

We copy these facts as additional evidence, that the Craft in
Cunada are severed into parcels, and have no general head, but are
amenable to the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Ireland.

The committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts then
proceeds to state all the difficulties existing among the Craft in
(anada, in substance, as we have heretofore stated them in our
report,-and, we believe, differ in no point in stating facts, except
that they also speuak of the one erception to the unanimity of the
Independent Grand Lodge on which we have before commented, as
if it were contained in the statement of that Grand Lodge. Again
we may say, there is no such erception contained in our copy of
that statement.  They also say, “ our brethren state in their
communication, that forty-one Lodges concurred in the formation
of their Grand Lodge ; but this does not seem exactly borne out
by subsequent information.”

On this statement we take issue, for we find no evidence to
sustain it, and we bring the Secretary of the Provincial Grand
Lodge to the stand to support the statement made by the circular
of the Independent (vrand Lodge. Secretary Richardson says in
his circular ~ of the forty-one lodges there represented, fifteen were
trom the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, fen from Canada East,
one from Quebec: fifteen under warrants from the Grand Lodge
of Ireland.”  Now, if firteen, ten, one and fifteen, added together,
do not make foriy-one, we confess ourselves grievously at fault in
the first and simplest rule of arithmetic. And with all the
examination we have heen able to make, we have failed to find the
first evidence to sustain what the opponents of the Independent
Grand Lodge have so zealously striven to prove—that the circular
of the Independent Grand Lodge has misstated facts.

The Massachusetts committee, after fairly and explicitly stating,
as we have said, all the difficulties existing among our Canadian
Brethren, come to the grave, and as we view it, very cool and to
us surprising conclusion, « that they make out simply cases of
tnconvenience, and nothing more.”

Our brethren in Canada, with hardly any, if any exceptions, as
we are officially told from all sides, have, for years, deemed their
position such as to demand some action of the Grand Lodge of
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England to relieve them from, what they certainly believe to be,
hcuvv grievances, and the independent ¢ Yrand L n]uc circular states
those griecvances at length. and the Massachusetts Grand Lodge,
with the coolness of the llldl\ idual who thought the flood was nut
much of'a shower after all, prononnee them * \zmply inconveniences !

Your Committee agree, with the craft in Canada, that they are
grievances, and heavy ones too—trom which, as the Grand Lodge
of England did not relieve them, they are ]uatlﬁed in relieving
themselves.  Differiug only in this simple conclusion, turthel
argument between our Massachusetts brethren and ourselves would
be a waste of time, as, if what we have already said, will not
induce them to retrace their steps, we despair of saying anything
that will, and most certainly, we shall not retrace ours, tor we
solemly and sincerely believe we are right and they are wrong.

We will, however, notice especially. one point further of the
report ot our Massuchusetts brethren. They say ¢ * the naked
question to be niet is briefly as follows, viz. whether it is consistent
with the recognized laws or enstoins of  Freemasoury, for any
portion of the Lodges under a particular jurisdietion to secede
from the Parent Body, withont its consent.—and to form. of their
own authority, a new Body, having an independent existence and
independent powers.”

Your Committee have already answered this question with a
strong negative—and they again say, that where there is one
lwrmm ttely formed Grand L »(lfre \\1th a nuntber of subordinates
hol:lmr/ chuarters From it in uny masonic jurisdiction, it is not
consistent with the recognized laws or customs of Freemasonry,
for a portion of those subordinates to secede from the Parent Bud\
without its consent,

But every official paper before your conmittee, and even  the
Massachusetts report, upon which they are now commenting, shows
that the position of the Craft in Canada presented no such aspect.
For, from that report we gather the fucts, that there were no less
than three Provinedal Grand Lodgees uudor the Grand Lodge of
England, with their Provincial Grand Masters—there was the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Scotland and the Provineial Grand
Lodge of Ireland, w lth their Provincial Grand Masters, and Lodges
ot at least six dlﬂ'(lcnt registrivs—somme  paying dll(‘b under one
system of ussessment to Encland some under another, toScotland,
and some under still Allothcr to Il‘L].llld, and all based on different
acts of the distinet Provincial Grand Bodies!

The Mussachiusetts conunittee have stated a case in which we
cordmlly agree with theimn, but, unfortunately for their conclusion,
it does not exist in this LOlltE\t ITow could such a number ot
different organizations be expected to proceed harmoniously ! And
the great wonder with your committee is, how the enlightened
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Grand Lodge of Mussachusetts could ever have come to the
conclusion they did, from the premises on which they started !

The Massachusctts committee say, © the new Grand Lodge of
Canada has been acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
and also by two of the Gx.md L(u]trca of the United btates.”

Your committee have seen it stated. and the v have no reason to
doubt the fact, that the following Grand Lndo'eb in addition to our
ownh,are in affiliation or 44;r/esp(;llr/4'ilu' with the new Grand Lodge
of Canada, viz: The Grand Lodges of Ireland, Michigan, New
Hampshue South Caroling,  Lonisian. I\U)ltll(‘kv Alabama,
Vermont, Indiana, towa, Florida, Connecticut, and Oregon

A worthy and esteemed Brother who has given this subject

much attention, writes to the chairman of vour committee thus:
T have 1o doubt as to the strict constitutionality of the organization
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and helieve the time will come,
when every Gr md Loduge of tho Union will recognize it as such.”

Your committee respectfully submit the tollowing resolution
and recommend its adoption :

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia
seeing no reason to recede from the position she has already taken,
Tre- J.ﬁums the resolutions unanimously .xdopted at her Semi- Annual
Communication in May last. recognizing » the Grand Lodge of
Canada” as an Independent Masonic Graud Jurisdiction.

B. B. FRENCII. /
JHTERMAN H. ITEATH, - Committee.
Y. P. PAGE. )
(Graxp LopaE or PHE DisTRICT OF CoLUMBIA.
Novewlher 4, 18546,

The subject of the report having been fully discussed, a motion
wuas made to lay it upon the table, which motion was decided
in thenegative.

A m.otion was then made, that the report be received and the
resolution proposed by the Committee adopted. which was carried.

TOW.A,
The Grand Lodge of lowa have also taken up the subject of the

recognition ot the Grand Lodga. and have favored us with the fol-
lowing report and Resolation.

REPORT,

The Cominittee to whom was referred the Communication
from a Grand Lodge of Masons in Canada, announcing the
organization of an lndepvu«lent Grand Lodge in that Provmce
report,

That having examined this communication with much care, and
weighed the reasons which it sets forth as influencing the actlon of
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the Craftin Canada 1 as well ax giving due respect and attention to
the opinionsand actions of several Anerieanand forvign jurisdictions
upon this subject. they recommend to this Grand Lodae a cordial
recognition of'lhe rand Lodge or Coanadu, vecently tor med. of which
Wm. M. Wilson is Grand Masterand Thos, Bird ITavris.Grand Scere-
tary = and that they coineide in the opinion expressed by the M. W,
Grand Master of Towa as to its legitimaey. and vrecommend that a full
fraternal intercourse and friendship he extended to the said Grand
Lodee of Canada.

They also offer the tollowing :

Resolved. That u copy of this action ot the Crand Lodae of Towa
he forwarded by the Grand Seeretary to the Grand Lodge of
Canada,

On motion the report and resolution accompanying the same
were unanimonsty adopted,

“The Grand Lodge of Kentueky has a report trom their standing
Conunittee on IForeien Correspondence which has given us mach
satistiuetion, and which we have no doubt will be read by the Cratt
in general with great pleasure

KENTUCKY.

The orcamzation of an Independent Grand Lodee of Canada,
has naturalls aroused  attention, while the peenliar circumstanees
surrounding the case have as naturally awakened debate, and even
adegree ot coute ntion not vet guicted, Your connittee heg
leave to go, at some length, intoadet: ail of the reasons which have
influcneed thent in their conclusions.

That there is a degree of submissivencss due from every
snbordinate Lodge to its head is a thet we shall be the last 1o
controvert. l]ns subimissiveness is to he referred not only to the
stipulations b aced i the charter, but in the aucient landmarks
ot Masonry—the acknowledaed law of the institution around the
srlobe. And this submnissiveness i its proper degree, it is the part
of every trie Mason tuithfully to maintain,  Without it there can
e 1O \I..\n!ll\. It is no smadl part of the cord that Lis hound
this traternity together in all the centuries of its existence, 1t s
this that in moments of Imlltl(al bitterness 5 in times of high
relivious  exeiternent, and i eras ot dalliess and inanition lms
lllaillt;tillt-(l the integrity of I'reensonry, and ])l'(‘N'l'\'l‘{i the
landmarks to other and betier davs.  This  was particularly
manifested in the great exeitement of 1826 to 1836, wherein
Masonry sutfered to an extent that 1o saciety. having less powers
of' v lt.lllt\ , could have survived. Had it not been for the alinost
despotic powers of Grand Lodges, and the aliost slavish sub-
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mission of subordinates,the 12oyal Craft must have ceased to work.

But Masonry would he improperly termed free,and the relation
between the body and the head would be most unnaturally and
unphilosophically maintained, were there not such a thing as
reciprocity or mutual rights and privileges. and mutual powers,—
The powers of a subordinate Lodge are as well founded, and may
be argued from even a larger degree of historical evidence, than
those of the Grand Lodge.  To establish this principle, and bring
the matter fairly betore vou, we give entire the appeal made by
the Independent Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge of England
immediately after the independent movement was announced.

[Here follows a copy of the address of the Grand Lodge of
Canada sent to its sister Grand Lodges. ]

An analysis of this importaut document exhibits the following
points :

Ist. The historical fact that Masonry has languished in Canada
under the former regime.

2nd. That a diversity of work, &e., necessarily results from the
fuct that there are three Grand Laodges holding joint jurisdietion
over the order in Canada.

8rd. The heavy expense attended upon the Provineial system,
with no corresponding henefits.

4th The many and great inconvenicences resulting from delays
in communicating, upon Masonic questions. with the mother Grand
Lodge.

5th. The disadvantages ot being coverned hy a Provincial Grand
Master, and under him, by the officers ot his appointment, not of
their own selection, nor of their own country, but a foreigner,
unacquainted with their social position and péculiar requirements.

Fach of these propositions is caleulated to awaken serious
reflection. That Masonry languishes in any particular section is a
reason for general and profound regret, leading to anxious enquiries
for the cause and cure. That there is such a diversity of work
among the Lodges ot Canada as scriously  to hinder Masonic
recognition among their respeetive subjects. is certainly sufficient
grounds of general apprehension, and authorizes this Grand Lodge,
and every other, to ofler itx adviee in the premises.  While the
statements so forcibly put. of heavy expenses, ruinous delays, and
obher. grievous inconveniences, atford, to an inquiring mind, a
sufficient reason for the languishing condition ot the Order, as first
stated.

Our conclusions may be succinetly stated in the following
paragraphs :

1st, If three Grand lLodges, to-wit, those of England, Scotland
and Ireland may Jawtfully. and in common, charter Lodges within
the Canadas, a fourth, established upon ancient principles in their
midst, and confining its operations within those countries, may
lawfully pursue the same grand design. ’
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2nd. Whether or not the statements as to the number of Lodges
(41) now affiliating with the Independent Grand Lodge, be strictly
accurate or not, and whether the majority ot these Lw]m'\ were
from England, Scotland. or Ireland. the number of three Lodaqes
lawfully “and lcgularly at work. mav, upon ancient principles.
organize a Grand Lodee—and much more than that nunber
engaged in the organization of the Independent Grand Llge of
Canada, '

3rd. Whatever peculiar vights the Grawd Lodge of England
cluimed, fron political considerations, over the Canadas. they were
released when they recognized the right of the Grand Lodges of
Seotland and Irelind to establish Lodees iu the Canadas,

4th. The fact that the Grand Lodge of ireland has regularlv
acknowledged this movement, and placed the Inrlopen«]ent “Grand
Lodge of Canada in its corre spondence, legitimatizes the movement
in view of the faet that so many ot the Todges in the new
organization had been subordinate to the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

In conclusion we heg leave to offer the following resolutions, viz :

1. Resolved That the Grand Lodge of Kentucky extends the right
hand of fellowship to the Grand Lodge of Kansas, and hails her as
a free and independeut equal, wishing her prosperity and honor
while time shall endure.

2, Resolved, That an attempt be made, through the committec
on [Foreign Correspondence, to open a correspowdence with every
Grand Lodge iu the world.

3. Resolved. That the Independent Grand Lodge of Canada. of
which M. W. Bro. Wi, M. Wilson is Girand Master, and R, W,
Thos. Bird Harris, Grand Sceretary, in its efforts to uphold the
bauner of Ancient Masoury, has our warmest approval and
recognition : and we do.in the most fraternal manner, welcome
the said Grand Lodge to the galaxy of American Grand Lodges.
with which we are in correspondence.

ROB. MORRIS, Chuirmen.

TEXAS.

The standing Conimittee of the Grand Lodge of Texas also enier
into the subject in a lengthy report and after giving the address of
the Grand Lodge of Canada sayvs : *such is the simple, pathetic and
convineing appeal of our Brethren in Canada. In all our acquain-
tance with Masonic history we have yet to find an effort of this
sort in which the origination of a Grand Lodge was contemplated,
which embodies so much that touches the heart while it satisfies

the mind.”
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Your Committee feel that they have trespassed much on the
patience of the Grand Lodge, but they cannot close their report
without speaking of one who has propounded the masterpiece of
historical deduction in defence of the Constitutionality of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, to be found in the annals of Freemasonry,
emanating from the pen of our M. W. Br. Philip C. Tucker, Grand
Master of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Vermont, and so much of
his address as pertains to Canada your Committee have copied into
their report, that it may be preserved as » memento of his genius
and generosity and shown to our children (sons of the mystic tie)
when the yellow leaf of old age shall have passed over our brows
and numbered us with the past.

VERMONT.
The Grand Master proceeds as follows.

“ During the past year the important question relating to the
Grand Lodge of Canada—and which this Grand Lodge passed upon,
to its own entire satisfaction, at its last Annual Communication—
has been agitated in other Grand Lodges with different results.
The Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the Grand T.odges of Kentucky,
South Carolina, Louisiana, Michigan, Iowa, the District ot Columbia,
and some others, I am advised, agree with the decision made by
Vermont. The Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, abroad,
and those of Massachusetts, New York, Missouri and Virginia, at
home, hold adverse opinions to ours. The Grand Lodges of Maine,
Wisconsin, Connecticut, and some others, have the subject under
consideration, and some of the Grand Lodges of the United States
hav?lnot, so far as | am informed, yet taken it up for consideration
at all.

“1It is not to be doubted, that if this Grand Lodge saw cven
specious reasons to sustain the opinion that its action had been
premature on this important subject, it would, from a sense of duty
review it. Assuredly if I had been convinced ; or—even less than
that—had I any strong reasons to create doubt as to the entire
correctness and soundness of our action of last year I should feel it
to be my duty now torecommend anew in\zesmgatiom Ihave
endeavored to obtain all the information in my ‘power, and to
examine carefully and impartially all the argument which has come
to my hand during the year ; and so far from finding any weakening
of my opinion, the result has been to strengthen and confirm the
judgment I had previously formed—that both as a matter of duty,
of honor, of policy, and of sound Masonic principle, the Lodges of
Canada which assembled at Hamilton on the tenth day of October

B~
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1855, and formed an independent Grand Lodge for Canada, acted
lawfully and right, and upon every correct principle of Masonic
lnw, usage, practice and precedent—as well asbrotherhood—ought
to hie sustained by the Grand Lodges of the United States.

In the differences of opinion which have arisen out of the
consideration of this sabject, one Grand Lodge—out of great
caution—has reviewed its action of last year. Massachusetts, with
her aged Grand Lodge and her acknowledged Masonic learning and
talent, staggered the District of Columbia by her adverse action ;
or rather, perhaps, shook the opinion of its Grand Master. A
re-investigation was directed by that Grand Master, the chairman
of the Committee for the purpose being that enlightened, learned,
and well, informed Mason Brother Benjamin B. French, of the city
of Washington.  The result is before the Masonic world. A
thorough re-examination of the subject confirmed a most intelligent
Committee in the former view taken by that Grand Lodge and
their views were confirmed by it, supporting the decision which
had been previously made. Brother French and his associates are
amory the most intelligent Masons of the United States, and they
are hrethren who can never be justly charged with lending their
sanction to law-breaking or revolution in the Masonic world.

When this subject was under consideration in our own Grand
Lodge, at its last Annual Communication, I studiously withheld any
expression of my own opinion ; nor was that opinion known beyond
niyself, until you, iny brethren, had, by a unanimous vote, extended
the right hand of Masonic fellowship to the independent Grand
Lodge of Canada. As I was not heard, in argument, then, I
anticipate your willingness to hear me patiently now, when the
correctness of your action has been questioned elsewhere.

Grand Lodges, as they exist at the present time and as they
have existed from the year 1717, are wholly new institutions,
They are not institutions of ancient date, and have no odor of
antiquity about them. In the olden time cvery single Lodge
was wholly independent, and the privilege of practising the
Masonic rites was inkerent in Masons, when assembled together
in duc forin, as individuals. The Charter obtained, not far from
the beginning of the fourth century, “from the King and Council,”
by St. Alban,cimpowered those Masons simply tohold a “ General
Council,” which was called an © Assembly.” ~ That “ Council” or
- Assembly™ did not consist of members by delegations from
Lodges. It wus o general one, c¢mbracing the craft, as it then
existed in England. af large ; and it was the duty of every Mason
to attend it, if he lived within fifty miles of the place of assemblage
and had “proper warning.” '

« Nor was the gathering of the Masons at the City of York, under
Prince Edwin, in 926, 1 Grand Lodge, in any fair modern
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understanding of those terms. It was a “ Congregation” of Masons
only, who composed a ¢ General Lodge,” of which he was Grand
Master. e was Grand Master of Masons, but not of a Grand
Lodge, as now understood ; for no such Grand body then existed. -

~ It is doubtless true that the York ¢ Assembly” exercised
jurisdiction, in its day. over «ll the Masons of England ; probably
from 926 to 1567, but such jurisdiction was not considered, by
those Masons, as exrclusive. 1t was not thus acknowledged by them;
for in that same vear 1567-—without reference to the York
* Asseribly” at all—the Masons of the Southern part of England
placed themselves independently under a new Grand Master and
there was, for a long period of years, two (Grand Masters for that
Kingdom.

In the early part of the 18th century, Masonry generally in
Eugland had fallen into disuetude. In the vear 1715, four London
Lodges aasembled upon their own motion, and by their own
voluntary action constituted themselves a = Grand Lodge pro
tempore.” At the annual assembly and feast, on Saint John the
Baptist’s Jday. 1717, these same Lodges, thus, by selfaction
constituted into o (irand Lodge, for the first time adopted a
regulation to restrain the old unlimited manner of Masonic
tuectings and to establish Lodges in certain places, which should be
leanlly  authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand Master,
with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge, and that,
without such warrant, no Lodge shonld be deemed regular or
constitutional.

“ Here then we have four Lodges, arranged upon the old system
congregating themselves together to inaugurate and establish a
system.  The whole history of things at York was unheeded by
thent: no consent is asked from that quarter nor is even the then
Grand Master of the Muasons of England consulted, who was
living in that same city of London, and who did not pay the debt
of nature until the year 1723, '

* From this action sprang the Grand Lodge of England, which

has come down to our own times. Ireland followed first, and
Scotlaud succeeded her, Tdonot refir to any Masonic organization
of this kind upon the continent of Europe, hecanse with them we
have no common policy, no long connexion, and especially because
upon this continent. we have never looked to  that quarter for
Masonic precedent.
- The heginving of Grand Lodges, as we understand  those
wstitntions inourown day, was established at the London meetings
of the four Lodges of 1715 and 1717, Ireland followed the path
made by them. Scotland followed in a manner, thoughnot identical
quite axs independent, and the Grand Lodges, on this side of the
Atlantic, have found no occasion for widening and enlarging the
precedent of 1715-17.
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“ 1 do not mean, for a moment, to doubt the wisidom of the action
of 1715-17, or the right of the four London Lodges, todo precisely
what they i do. |intend to claim, however, that other Masonic
action. equally legitimate, equally worthy, and cqually important,
is ux equally to be recoyuized at this hour as if it had the sanction
of oue hundred and forty vears to strengthen the fonndation of its
right.  Lam wot aware that any intelligent mason desives to
disturb a system ot action which bas been sanctioned by a long
acquicseence, aud which has resnlted in the harmony and ‘l]:ll)l)il]ﬁ'\‘\’
of the Order, | vield to the power of a precedent, however
established, which settles a wise course of future action, but 1
call never agree to seeaeer precedent tortured into working the
highest practical injustice,

“The Grand Lodge of Treland duates from 13300 It was formed
in imitation of the Grand Lodee of Eneland™ and chose for its
fivst Grand - Master o Brother who had Deeny the previous vear,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodae of Eneland. The Constitution
and usages of the Grand Lodge of England were adopted by it,

“The Grand Lodge of Sceotland was tormed in 1736, Masonry
bad then existed in that conntry for centuries;  but not until
Naovenber the 30th—=Suint Andrew’s duv—of that  vear, did the
Lodges of that country assemble to organize as a common hody
and choose their own Grand Master. Previously  the Grand
Mastership of Masons for Seotland bad beens hereditary o the
tamily of Rosline Wilhian S0 Clair of Rosling having intimated
to his Masonic brethren his wish to resion his hereditary Grand
Mastership, assenibled his hrethiren of” the Lodges inand abowt
Kdinburgh, and wished  them to determine upon a plan for the
election of o Ciraud Master, Thivty-tour Lodaes appeared or were
represented by their proxies.wanks at this mecting, the oflice of
Grand Master in Seotland hecione for the fiest tiie eleetiee. This
Grand Lodoe had the assont of the Grand Master vp Masons of
Sceotland  tor its tormation, ditfering o this partienlare frone the
Grand Lodae ot Englind,

“The entive history ot the formation ot these three Grand
Lodaes is overwhelmine—I had alinost said omnipotent—to prove
that they were  all eolmctary  Masonic associations, srowing
naturally ont of the neeessities of the Order, and asswing, as
associations, the power of proper vreanizition as an /ekercnt right.
It was never claimed—and it never can be teathiudly elaiined that
any wneieat Constitudion contorred the right which was exercised,
Ol Constitutions and charges may be stadied for that in vain.—
The richt to form such hodies was osswmed, aud the cefent of
Jurisdiction was also assmmed and engrafted upon ity as well as the
form and manner of Masonic government,

« Neither of the three Grand Lodees, thus formed. went so far
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as to assume erclusive Masonic jurisdiction out of England,
Ireland and Scotland. The only ezclusive power assumed was to
their own respective territories at home. When those were passed
they exercised a common power. Wherever any one of them
might grant a warrant of constitution or locate a Provincial Grand
Muster «broad, either of the others might do the same. The
Grand Lodges of England and Scotland so understood the subject
and both of them created Provincial Grand Masters in the colony
of Muassachusetts, antecedent to the revolution. The subsequent
history of the Masonic bodies established by those Provincial
Grand Masters is  full of interest, as bearing upon the question
under consideration, and [ shall have cause to refer to it in the
course of my examination of this subject.

One, at least, of the Provincial Grand Masters appointed by
the Grand Lodge of England, did not understand that the
American revolution severed the Musonic connexion between the
parent power and the newly created States upon this Northern
continent. In 1791 the R. W. .John Johoson, then the English
provincial Grand Master of Lower Canada, granted a warrant of
constitution to his Excellency Thomas Chittenden, then Governov
of the State of Vermont, and his associates, for the establishment
of a Lodge at Vergennes, by the name of Dorchester Lodge. This
Lodge was duly constituted under that warrant and worked under
it until October, 1794, when, in connexion with the other four
Lodges in the State which had Charters from the Grand Lodges of
Massachusetts and New York, it aided in forming the present
Grand Lodge of Vermont, and forcibly severing its connexion
with Canada, has ever since hailed under the new jurisdiction.—
The provincial Grand Master of Canada never complained of this
action or denied the right of Dorchester Lodge, of its own motion,
to make the severance and aid in establishing a new and independent
jurisdietion.

“ It was assumed by all the State Masonie institutions of this
country which existed before the revolutionary war, that the
dissolution ot the political necessarily involved a dissolution of the
Masonic tie. and they acted accordingly. This, in my judgment,
was a further stretch of the line of Masonic independence than
anything which has happened since. 1 am not aware that a
Masonic pen was cver raised to sustain this assumption as resting
on authority. precedent or principle; and yet three out of four of
the Grand Lodges of the United States. who shrink instinctively
trom the word independence when the stern north-wind bears it to
us from Canada, found no ditfienlty cither in using the word or
carrying out the full force ot its meaning practically in their own
cases,

* Ever since the American Revolution the Muasonic practice in
the United States has been,—that when three or more warranted

%
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Liodges are cstablished in any Stute or Territory where 1o Grand
Lodge exists. they possess the inkerent right to micet together and
form one themselves. and it s not. and never was considered
neeessary to ask the consent of” the Grand fodee or Grand Lodoes
from which their respective warrants emanated, for this Plll'lN,‘»m'.
Maost of the Grand Lodges in the United States have hoen formed
in this way, and every Graud Lodge has sanctioned this mode of
action, so that the practice and the principle are beyvond dispute,—
I need only wame lowa, Texas, Calitornia. Minnesota, Oregon,
Kansax :—Grand Lodges all comparatively of vosterdav. aud all
formed in this and in uo other mamer. .

*“With what show ot reason then can we discard this acknowledged
principle and practice 2 England, Scotlaud, Treland, assnmed it
and the Grand Lodges of the United States have followed  out the
asstnption.  What decent apology canowe give for attempting to
discard it now, only becanse our northern brother has tollowed in
the common path ?

= Nice distinetions have drawn and all kinds of coutrasts il
conmparisons invoked, to show differences hetween the case of the
independent Grand Lodge of Canada and all antecedent precedents,
I have been unable, thus far, so far to stultify my own intellect as
to appreciate them as proving distivetious in principle. Two or a
dozen sets o taets, may tall within the taiv application of the same
principie, thowgh, in many respects variant from each other. It
requires none of the suitable logic of special-pleading to make this
ohvious to every unprejudiced and elear-minded mnan ; but when a
set of facts, having no common aualogy whatever with another sct
of facts, are drawn into a controversy and made the basis ot an
argument, those who rely upon them ought at least 1o he able to
show their assimilation as bearing upon the prineiple they are relied
on to sustain,

** The Canadiar: Masonic action of the 10th of Octoher, 1855,
has, in some quarters, been treated as analagous to the various
Masonic revolutions in the State of New York,  To my own
eonceptions, no analogy  was ever more absurd. Had England
experienced a division of her own Grand Lodge, by revolutionary
means, on the soil of England, at honie, the cases would have lad
some  resemblance  to cach other ; but they  have no more
resemblance  of  revolution now, than the formation of the last
Grand Lodge of Michigan—hy Lodges holding warrants trom the
Grand Lodge of New York—has ot revolutionary action towards
that Siate.  Michigan had  the right to go alone when she was
masonically and constitutionally strong enongh. on well recoguized
[)l'ill(’il)lvs:' as Vermout had, and many otler States, and as they
did. without exception from any quarter. .

* And precisely with as much propricty might Massachusetts,with
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her two warranted Lodges in Vermont in 1794 ;—New York,with
the same number, and England itself, with its one,—granted
through its Provincial Grand Master of Lower Canada, declare the
Grand Lodges which those Subordinate I.odges formed, to be
unmasonic and revolutionary. as they may now make such an
assertion as to the mdependent Grand Lodge of Canada.

Until it be proved—which it has not heen, and cannot be—that
the Constitutions and Charges of Edwin  transmitted to us some
~ancient land-marks.” recognizing Grand  Lodges in their present
manner of formation. and recognizing alse the powers now claimed
by the Grand Lodge of England and its supporters, as well-
established portions ot legitimate ancient Masonic law and right,
it ix worse than idle to maintain, in the face of the Masonic usage
and precedent of the last one hundred and forty years, that a
competent body of’ regular Lodges, existing in a State or Territory
where there is no independent Grand Lodge, have not the right to
form one.  If they have not, it is more than doubtful whether there
is « legitimate Grand Loduye on the Continent of North America.

“ | have thus far treated this important (uestion as Masonic
history. principle and usage bear upon it and I most sincerely
regret that it was not placed upon this sole ground from  the
heginniug.  Broadly sustainable as it is herc. it needed no other
argument to constitute any additional support. Still there are
other facts. connezted with the formation ot the Independent Grand
Lodgae of Canada, which cannot be forgotten, and ought not to be
forgottev, in considering the subject.

“ The Masons of Canada were, to a large extent, men whose
birth-places were abroad. The sympathies of their members were
largely with their mother country across the ocean, and this natural
and honorable feeling was all-powertul with them to prevent any
rashness or disrespect towards those foreign Masonic jurisdictions
to which they acknowledged allegiance. Knowing and feeling the
inconveniences of their position, the neglect of their wants, and the
denial of their just rights, they submitted to years of humble
complaint, of brotherly solicitation, of manly petitioning, and of
mild remonstrance—and they subimitted in vain. Nokind response,
no appreciation of self-evident wrongs, breathed its gentle breath
across the broad Atlantic.  They were compelled at last,
unwillingly to realize that all foreign hope was ended, and that the
tuture of their Masonic happiness must depend upon themselves.
Thus situated, forty-one Lodges, holding warrants of constitution
under the authority of the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and
Scotland, after cireulatiug notice of their intention for several
months, assembled at Hamilton, on the 10th day of October, 1855,
severed all foreign connection, and constituted for themselves a
Grand Lodge of Canada.
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“The wrongs and gricvances to which I refer have heen
sometimes denicd, and the representations of these forty-one
lodges have been caviled at by euniity and hawked at by ignorance;
but an earlicr justification has already come than the new Grand
Lodge could have anticipated, and its own teuth is sustained, even
from the mouths of its opponents.  On the 23rd day of October
last, the body of Canadian Masons which styles Stself * The
Provineial Grand Lodge of Free and Aceepted Masons of Canada
West, under the United Grand Lodge of Encland."—which body
still acknowledyes and  wdheres to its  forcign  allegiance—
memorialized the Grand Lodge of England upou its position, and
in that iemorial has sct forth substantially the cxistence of the
sae grievances which had been previously set forth, and which,
having been treated with scorn and contempt in the quarter to
which they were addressed, had forced the forty-one Lodges to
their independent action of October 10th, 1855, )

Had the forty-one Lodges of Canada postponed their action and
continued to bear oppression longer, subsequentevents have shown
that ¢ scorpions’ were doomed to suceced the * whips,” and while
they remained within the portal of forcign jurisdietion they must
leave all hope upon the outside. At the Quarterly Communication
of the Grand Lodge of England on the 4l of June, 1856, when a
petition trouw Canada West was alluded to by a member upon the
Hoor, which petition had bean presented to the Grand Master, and
notice had been given of a motion by Brother Portal, ¢ for granting
privileges to the Grand Lodge of Canada West) the Grand
Master announced. even before the wotion was bronght rorward.
that he should * refuse putting it from the chair.”  He went on to
remark that ¢ the Grend Lodge had nothing to do with the petition,’
and added, ¢ that he was perfectly justified in ignoring it TTe
retused, also, to read a part of the petition.

“Upon this practice the Grand Lodge of England is a myth,
having no substantial entity whatever : or, if ithasany appreciable
existence, it is but as the shadow of the Most Worshipful Earl of
Zetland. I know not how these occurrences may strike the minds
of the brethren of this Grand Lodge, but [ am compelled to adinit
that no intellectual chemdstry can find anything in my own
conceptions which has the least affinity for them. A Gr;m.rl
Master quite as many years as any other living Brother on this
side the Atlantic, and, so far as Tkuow, on the other, [ have a right
to believe that the Masonic world will give me eredit for having
no disposition to restrict the legitimate prerogatives of that exalted
station ; but when the brother thus situated and thus responsible
to the Masonic world at large, assumes an entire personal control
over petitions ; gratuitously refuses to put motions growing
naturally out of them, even before they are oﬂ.ered, .amd withholds
from his Grand Lodge the contents of papers in which that body
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is interested, I can see only, in those acts, simple, unmitigated,
unalloyed despotism. It is receding to the age of darkness and of 1
iron, Masonry is too intelligent and enlightened to sapctiotr'it"
If the Grand Lodge of Englam% yields to it, she has arrived at the
hour when the rising Sun of her East should be transferred to
represent the setting Sun of her West, and in that changed position
it will most appropriately emblematize her sinking Masonic glory.
I am not ready to say—and I, by no means, intend to say—that
neglect and oppression by a Grand Lodge of her subordinates will,
in all, or in u majority of cases, justify revolutionary measures.
[ design always to distinguish between that which is justifiably
right and that which is obviously wrong. And I think that, in
most cases which arise, there is usually a well marked line of
distinction, which a well-informed and dispassionate man will'
experience no great difficulty in finding. [ think, for instance, that
[can perceive a very plain difference in the relations between a
Grand Lodge and its subordinates existing in a single State or
Territory and aGrand Lodge and its subordinates existing in different’
countries, thousands of miles apart, and separated by an ocean. |
think | can appreciate the existence of a very clear distinction
between the difficulties of a few years ago with the Grand Lodge’
of New York and a portion of her subordinate lodges and of those
existing in 1855 between the Grand Lodge of England and her !
subordinate lodges in Canada. In the first case the dissaffected
Lodges, in the outset, formed a part of the Grand Lodge of New’
York. They were represented upon its floor, with as full
privileges, as to being heard, as their associates; and if injured,
with the undoubted right of renewing the consideraiion of the
subject matters of difference, from time to time, and of laboring
to bring the majority to their views, and of convincing them, by’
fact and argument, if they could. Thus situated, they preferred
secession and forming a New Grand Lodge for themselves. This
was revolutionary beyond doubt; and so has the Masonic world at
large almost unanimously decided. But there1s no fair parallelto
this state of things in the case of Canada. The subordinate Lodges
of Canada had no representation in the Grand Lodge of Eungland.
They were in a state of complete and absolute dependence and
pupilage. They could only appear at the door of the Grand
Lodge as humble suppliants for their rights, by written petition,
without a single voice of their own upon its tesselated pavement
to sustain and enforce their supplications. Their prayérs of years
were unheeded, their solicitations scorned, their injuries unredressed
and even their money taken from them without acknowledgemeht
or notice. Are these cases analagous? It would be the most’
palpable and wicked mendacity to say so. Wrongs, such as [
have named, could not be borne forever. They left the Canadian
Lodges but a single alternative—aeither ta oiva in Masom.y
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wholly and entirely or to raise an independent Masonic standard.
The impassable point had been reached ; the last drop of the cup
ot forbearance had been drained; and—unwilling to be forced
from the privileges and enjoyments of the Order—they made the
selection of honorable independence, and appealed to the justice of
a world-wide Masonry for sanction and brotherhood. This, in my
Judgment, was not revolution, but the exercise of a proper,
necessary and just right ; and the Masonie world will so decide,
unless it is prepared to hold, that there is not,in any case whatever,
a remedy for Masonic oppression.

Upon both grounds then,—my brethren,—as I view this subject ;
—of the inherent right of every State, Territory, or Country, to
establish a Grand Lodge of its own and the right of a Country
holding its Masonry from a foreign source to make a severance for
unmitigated oppression,—I maintain, that the independent Grand
Lodge of Canada, established at Hamilton on the 10th day of
October, 1855, is legitimately and masonically established, and is
entitled, justly and ofright, to the sanction, countenance and support,
of all the Grand Lodges in the world.

Within a few days after the Masonic action of the forty-one
Lodges at Hamilton, the then Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of New York seems, evidently, to have become alarmed. Before
the infant Grand Lodge of Canada was fairly invested with its
swaddling-clothes he appears pertectly prepared to strangle it in its
cradle. Seven days only were suffered to pass before he stigma-
tized as good men and worthy Masons as the world can elsewhere
boast of, as being guilty of Masonic ‘ rebellion,” and then sounded
the old atabal alarm of ‘rebellion’ at home. Without taking the
trouble to distinguish between Canadian and New York ¢ rebellion’
he seized upon the matter a petitio principii, assimilated the two
unlike cases by a single dash of the pen, raised from their quiet
graves the longlaid skeletons of* heresy and schism,’ looked anxious-
ly across the Atlantic to the long-withheld patronizing smile which
had a few years past almost emblazoned the waves of old ocean in
its passage from London to New York, aud concluded that it would
be the ¢ height of ingratitude’ to England to do any thing less than
proseribe the new and independent Grand Lodge of Canada. The
same panic alarra seized his Committee of Foreign Correspondence
. in June following. Leo the Tenthand the Cardinals ot the Vatican
could hardly have been more alarmed at the appearance of the
new dogmas of Luther. The shadows of ¢ heresy and schism’
triumphed, and glorious New York, at the hands of her strong and
great men, chose to confine her Masonic sympathies to her own
“side of the St. Lawrence.

" Not thus did the Masonry of the Empire State reason when
she formed her own independent Grand Lodge. She did not then
rely upon the  implied or express consent of England,” nor seek
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tllé.gonseﬁt of any Provincial Grand Lodge which had chartérpd
- local Lodges in her territory : nor did she then understand that
rebellion and independence were synonymous terms. She then
felt the ability to stand up and walk in her own Jegitimate inherent
strength; she threw the crutches of Englishdependence in England’s
face and marched on triumphantly to her own high and glorious
Masonic destiny. When [ assert this I do it upon the authority
contended for by the legitimate Grand Lodge of New York, which
has always claimed that “in 1785 it adopted a new constitution
and thereby threw off «ll allegiance to the parent body.” Unless
this be true, I see no escape from the position contended for by the
revolationary Grand Lodge of that State, which I understand to
hold, “that, down to 1849, the Grand TLodge of New York
continued to be Provincial to the Grand Lodge of England.”

Before the declared indepceudence of the Grand Lodge of - Néw
York, by the alleged action of 1785, that Grand body had; for’
several years been independent de facto. Her Provineial Charter
required her to make return of her proceedings to the Grand
Lodge of England and allow appeals to he taken thereto. - But
from and after Scptember, 1777, she made no returns and suffered
no appealsto be taken; stylcdherself the Grand Lodge of New York
and not the Provincial Grand Lodge, and claimed the independent
title ot Most W orshiptulinstead of Right W orshipful;the latter being
the title of all Provincial Grand Lodges. For the term of :about
eight years then she ucted independently, without declaring herself
so. and her action. during that interregnum between dependetice
and undeclared independence, she has always claimed to have bien
correct and legitimate, and the Masonic world has not denied: it.
_U pon principle, however, it would be difficult to find" any thing ‘as
irregular as all this an any of the acts and doings of the fortyv-ene
- Lodges of -Canada. o T : ‘

Missouri, in refusing to acknowledge the independent’ Grand
Lodge of Canada, offers no argument but the first impressions of
her” Grand, Master, acquicsed  in, apparently pro forma, by a

Committee.  The decision ot “Virginia I only know by a statement
~ in the Freemason’s Magazine, of Boston. I have not vet seen her
proceedings ; but if the Grand Lodge of that venerable old'State
is perfectly satisfied with the facts and argument on which her own
* independence was cstablished it is not easy to understanil her want

of appreciation of those which exist as to the independent Grand
Lodge of Canada. ' i cooue BRI

| have read the report of the Committee ‘on this subject,
adopted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts—and considering
the names it bears and the history of the.formation’ of the Grand
Lodge of that ancient Commonwealth, T have heen more than
surprised at some of its positions.



SECOND G. A, COMMUNICATION—MONTREAL, 5857. 161

The report begins with the expression of a great deal of
sympathy and expresses the opinion than independent organization
is cssential to the effective and proper working of the Order, in
the opinion of the entire craft in Canada 5 but professes to find
‘ well-tried principles’ in the way of recognition, and then states
the question at issuc to be, “ whether it is consistent with the
recognized laws or customs of freemasonry, for any Lodges under
a particular jurisdiction to secede from the Parent Body without its
consent—and to forin, of their own authority, a new body, having
an independent existence and independent powers,”

Although the question might have been stated with greater
fairness, 1 do not object to it as thus expressed.  And T feel no
difficulty in saying, that if the consistency of such action is denicd
Massachusetts herself has no legitimate Grand Lodge whateoer.—
She asked no consent to secede’ from the * parent body,” hy either
of her Provincial Grand Loudges,  Both on the 2nd day of January,
1783—when the old Massachusetts Grand Lodge assembled, after
an entire suspension of eight years, and in August 1787—when her
St. John’s Grand Lodge nuet, after a suspension of more than twelve
years—we find no such idea dreamed of, so far as she has scen it
to disclose her history to the Masonic world.  The (irand Master
of one of her Grand Lodges laid in his shroud of glury nder the
¢ King’s Chapel’ and the other also had passed away from carth.—
An assumed ¢ elective supreiniey,” in the one case, and a silently

- assumed right to act, in the other. were all that were thought
_pecessary in those ~ good days of ol Nor was more t_hought
needful “when the Massachusetts, and St. Joln’s Grand Lodges
unitedin 1792 and forined the presentGrand Ledge of Massachusetts,

If all this action was not secession by what nawe is it to be
discribed? Who ever lewrd, among it all, that the “ consent”™ of
the * parent body” was asked, and who soignorant as not to ko,
that.upon self-assunted authority Massachusctts inaugurated a new
body,” with aun * independent existenf-e and indepeident powers.
This being true, the Committee ot Mussachusetts must cither
disavow themsclves or admit that independent action is to be
-enjoyed by them only in common with others.

* 1 quote another paragraph from the report of the Massachusetts
tiCommittee :—¢ Each Grand Lodge in the United States rules and
governs, without interference from any other, all Lodges within
*“the civil jurisdiction of the State in w!n(-h she is smmted——h(.)ld,tlw
Territories as common ground, whercin each Grand Lodge is frec
to charter Lodges at pleasure, until each Terr.ztor//. b_?/. being
regularly admitted to the Union as a S:tale, acyuires the right to
form a Grand Lodge for itself. Your Committee are aware that
this has sometimes been  done before admission as « State ; but
although it may be alleged, in cxcuse, that Territories are States
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L
in process of formation, we still think the practice illegal, and not
10 be justified in any case, the only safe rule, in our opinion, being
that laid down.” o : '
The first portion of this opinion admits of no controversy ;—
no one deuies its truth or correetness. The second portion has no
truth to sustain it, and, if Massachusetts holds to it, she stands
alone. 1 would be highly thankful to know, whén, where, and by
whom any such rule, as to the Graml Lodges of the T erri(oriés,
was established and what Grand Lodge has either assented to‘or
acquiesced in it. For myself I know of none. If such Grand
Lodges are of doubtful validity, I cannot withhold the question,
whether my own native and loved State is not now in full Masonic
communion with Minnesota, Oregon and Kansas ?2—and if she
is nof, why she does not inform her sister Grand Lodges that her
Masonic compasses do not embrace them in their cirele of Masenic
brotherhond. _ T
The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts find no
difficulty in deciding that all the reasons given by the formers of
the Grand Lodge of (‘anada. make out only  a case of “ simple
arconvenience” [ hold the action they have taken to be rebellious ;
assert that “in Muasonry there can be no long continued oppression”,
that * there can be no temptation to tyranny. for nothing is to be
gained by it,” and that ** within certain bounds, the will of the
majority is absolute.”  They then most fraternally call the Grand
Lodge of England * our venerable Mother,” protest against the
newly-formed Grand Lodge of (anada by resolution; and forbid
all Masonic communication with it or with any Lodge or individual
having any connerion therewith. o
It “is doubtless always ¢inconvenient’ for Masonry “to be
governed by a power three thousand miles off and across an ocean.
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts itself found it so at the close. of
the Revolutionary war and remedied the * inconvenience’ by its own
act. Canada, even more inconveniently situated than Massachusetts,
has siply done an act of the same kind. 1Is it possible, in the
world’s or in 1Jeaven’s high chancery, to hold one to be loyal and
the other treasonable 2 That ¢ will of the majority’ which * within
certain bounds is absolute,” and which the Massachusetts Committee
see 80 clearly. to he a protection against * oppression and tyranny,’
has been prostrated upon the floor of the Grand Lodge of Englgnd
by the despotic will of the: present Grand Master, and has,;é,t,ghis
moment, us every wellinformed Mason knows, only a raytlrical
existence, at least within that Grand. Ladge of ‘ofu';vanel‘i‘llble
Mother. v e e
In _the Jull meaning of the second resolution passed by ;the
Grand 'Lodge of Massachusett.s, at the recommendation . of its
Committee, a very large range s taken. Carried ont to its results
as it obviously. reads, some seven or eight State. Grand Lodgeé all
Py - heid 1

70
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their subordinates and all the members of each, are literally
excommunicated from association with the Grand body,—inasmuch
as that namber of Grand Lodges have agreed that they will have
connexion with this same Grand Lodge of Canada. If this was
actually intended it scems to me to open a fountain of bitter waters,
illy adapted to promote the growth of Charity and Brotherly Love.

1 have examined with some care, the communications of some
Masonic writers on this highly interesting subject, with a view
of learning all that was accessible 5 aud Tam obliged to express
my surprise at what has appeared in relation to it in some of our
Masonic publications. 1t has been contended in one quarter, that
the recognition of the Independent Grand Lodge of Canada by the
Grand Lodge of Ireland is of no great importauce, hecanse she has
only about fifteen Lodges in Canudu and did not burthen them with
charges so harshly as the Grand Lodge of Englund did the Lodges
holding warrants wnder her. This isa singular argriment to he
urged, and very uaturally leads to the enquiry. why, it lreland’s
acknowledgment is of no importance, Seotland’s refusal is of even
as much weight when it is known that she had a far less
number of Lodges in the Provinee under her care. It u a terri-
tory tree and opeu for the admission of warranted  Lodges by
different foreign Grand Lodges. the question of right or wrong is
to be scttled by the greater or lesser number of Lodges int roduced
by each, then we have introduced a new Masonie rule of practice,
the existence of which is vet uuknown to our institutions amd
equally unknown to the intellectual tribunal of Masonic equity and
justice.

And it has been contended too—strange as it may seem—that
since the separation of Canada from  France, the three Granf!
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, have ¢ held and improved
that Provinee, (to use the language of t]m'\v_l'itvr,') as i " coparcenary
or a partnership in inheritance. with a joint right of succession
—as “ one heir, holding the premises is an estate i connnon.—
With such a view of her position. Canada might well  complain
that this interesting Masonic partnership of the rose. the harp and
the thistle, did unot transact its business nn«.ler some rug.ulzu-
partuership title and issue its Lodge warrants i the name of .the
fiem. It might also have heen important to enquire. i what
respective individual proportions these jocut partiers of (,4‘madum
Musonic rights and privdeges owned the Masonice stock of such a
slorious inheritance and not have left soimportant a niatter who'll.y
to inference. The anthor of the argument to which | an addressing
myselt brings down his statisties no i'u!'thcr .tlmn the year 184:*,.
at which time, according to his information, satidl stn_ck consisted of
ninety-seven shares. of which England possessed  vighty, Ireland
fifteen and Scotland two.
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Upon the legal theory suggested, the writer migh‘tl‘ with .,
propriety have insisted that .Englz}nd zmd. Scotland §hoqld have
enjoined Ireland from interfering with their partnership rights by
acknowledging Canadian Masouic independence. ‘

A purtnership where each separate partner acts indepeudent of
the firm, transacts his part of the husiness independent of his '
associates, carries it on in his own name and on his own responsi-
bility, and has a ¢ joint undivided intcerest” and a “right of
survivorship” besides, in so large a property ds the Masonic
territory of Canudu, withont knowing it or suspecting it himself, is
an invention which leaves steamn and telegraphs in the far distance
and will only be equalled by the discovery of a practically sue-
cessful rudder to the balloow. o .

[t is among my strongest wishes personally to see the Masonry
of this continent firmly established on its own unsculptured Doric
column-—as strong in its moral as are the pyramids in their
physical strength.  Every lawful Masonie act whieh, to a fait’and
unhaissed judgment, has a tendency in that direction, has always had
and always will have, my warmest encouragement and firmest
support.  sincerely and solemnly believe the movement in Canada "
to have been one of that kind and, in coinmon with the members
of this Grand Lodge, I have felt hound to give it the best support
inmy power. T have no doubt ofits eventual success and that "
sach success is most highly important both to the Masonry of
Canada and of the United States.  To ourselves, my brethren, who
are the immediate neighbors of Canada and who know personally"’
many of the officers and members of the independent Grand Lodge
and of the Lodges which recognize its organization, it is wholly’
idle to talk about Masonie -rebellion.” We know them to be
legitimate and true Masons, and worthy of the name ; law-abiding -
men ; men whom we esteern for their manliness and their virtues ;
men with whom it is our pleasure and our pride to exchangé 'the’
right hand of fellowship, and from an association with whom no-
bull of excommunication—come it whence it may—will ever be
able to separate us.  The Masonie course of their predecessors; *
more than forty vears ago. and when the unfortunate cloud of war
hung over our respective conntric-. is not unfaniliarto me. Some’
of its impublished anuals have survived and are in my own
possession, preserved and transmitted to me by that most worthy -
trrand Master who preceded e in the orviental chair. Those
annals show the same honorable. exalted and brotherly spirit which’
characterizes our Canadian brethren of the present hour. In
sustaining such men and their awful Masonie acts we sustain - the:
Order inits purity awd strengthen the foundation on which rests
the Dorie column of American Freemasonry. ;

P. C. TUCKER,
" Grand Master.
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In conclusion your Committee feel that the various Grand Lodges
have so ably discussed every notice which concerns the Grand
Lodge of Canada, both for and against, thatthey deem it quite
unnecessary to enter into the subject at any greater length, at this
communication, and sincerely hope that ere another year rolls
round, the mist which at early dawn, obscures our rising sun, will
have entirely passed away.

H. B. BULL, Chairman.
The Grand Lodge was called from labour to refreshment, to
meet at 8 o’clock, P. M.

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 8 o’clock. P. M., the
M. W, Grand Master on the Throne.

The Committee on Credentials Reported the following Repre-
sentatives and Officers of Regular Chartered Lodges, in addition
to those reported at the opening of the Grand Lodge, and of the
Representatives of Lodges under dispensation, whom they recom-
mend to be admitted, and take part in the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge.

No. 1.—LODGE OF SOCIAL AND MILITARY VIRTUES, MONTREAL.
Br. C. Van Felson, 1. G.
No. 9.—ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, 8T. CATHERINES,
W. Br. F. Parsons, W. M. and Rep.
No. 14.—ST. JOHN’S LODGE, LONDON,
W. Br. Jas. Moffat, G. S. D., W. M. and Rep.
Br. Ed. Garrett, J. W.
“ Joseph Rolfe, P, M.
o A. S. Abbott, G. Steward, P. M.
No. 15.—%ETLAND LODGE, MONTREAL.
W. Br. J. H. Isaacson, G. 8. W., W. M. and Rep.
No. 16.—KING SOLOMON’S LODGE, TORONTO.
W. Br. Wm, H. Miller, W. M. and Rep.
«  W. B. Campbell, P. M.
« J. E. Smith, G.J.D.,, P. M.
G. L. Allen, D.D. G. M., P. M.
No. 26.—VAUGHAN LODGE, MAPLE.
Br. W. C. Morrison, (Proxy.)
No. 30.—ACACIA LODGE, HAMILTON.
Br. Thos. Duggan, P. G. 8. of W., 8. w.
No. 25.—SHEFFORD LODGE, WATERLOO..
W. Br. M. Mitcheil, W. M. and Rep.
Br.G. C. Robertson, S. W.
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On motion, the Report of the Committee on Credentials was
unanimously adopted.

Several visiting Brethren made application for admission, and
with the consent of the M. W. G. M., were permitted to be

present.
It was moved by R. W. Br. Simpson, seconded by R. W. Br.
Bellhouse, and unanimously adopted.

That the Repert of the Standing Committee on Foreign Correspondence
be received and printed, with the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and
that the Grand Secretary file 2 copy of the said Report in the archives of
the Grand Lodge, instead of copying it into the Minute Book. .

It was moved by W. Br. H. B. Bull, seconded by V. W, Br.
Crouse and unanimously adopted,

That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are hereby heartily tendered to
the various Grand Bodies who have so fully discussed the question relative
to the Establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada, many of whom have
evinced a research and knowledge of masonry,alike creditable to themselves
as well as useful to the Craft in general.

The R. W. Dep. Grand Master for Montreal District,
presented his report which was read, and on motion received.
MoxTrEAL, June 22nd, 1857,
Most WorsHiPFUL Sir,—

An apolegy is due for my having delayed this communication
until this late date. The protracted absence from town of one of
the clerks in the house in which I am a partner, thereby causing
me double labour, is the great and now immediate cause.

In laying before you the affairs and state of Masonry in this
District, 1 shall do so in as short terms as possible ; for indeed,
though the interests of the craft continue to be manifested, I feel
that I have not much of any great importance to bring before you.
Since I had the honor of holding this position, not one new lodge
has been formed in the District, and nothing of any moment has
occurred, rendering it necessary to call into active service the
important duties of my office. There are in this District six
Lodges, viz :—The Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, No. 1 ;
St. George’s Lodge, No. 13 ; Zetland Lodge, No. 15 ; Hoyle Lodge
of Lacole ; St. Andrew’s Lodge of St. Andrews. All of the above
Lodges are in a flourishing condition. Hoyle Lodge numbering 13
members, though small is composed of brethren having the interest
of the Craft deeply at heart, and who are disposed rather to be
Conservative in their admission to membership than otherwise, 1
deeply regret to say that the Jacques Cartier Lodge, last on the
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list, never flourished at all, although commenced under what was
considered to be the most favorable auspices. The reason for this
I am not prepared fully to statc, unless it be a want of interest on
the part of those who first undertook its management.

[ thought it inexpedient to take any steps in reference to the
inefficient state of this Lodge, nor did I think it best to take any
action against it, choosing rather to leave the matter in the hands
of the Grand Lodge. Having never made any returns, nor entitled
itselt to the name of a l.odge, its warrant should, in my opinion,
be forfeited.

It becomes my painful duty to inform you that twice, within
the past few months, have the Craft been called upon to perform
with Masonie rites, the burial service of our Order, at the funerals
of two of our distinguished brethren. The first Col. Robt. Hoyle,
late W. M. of Hoyle Lodge, Lacole, an honored citizen and an old
veteran in the cause of Masonry. who lived respected, died
regretted, and was followed to the grave by the Members of Hoyle
Lodge in full regalia. and by many of the citizens of the place.

Very Worshipful Brother Wm. M. Brown, late W.M. of theLodge
of Social and Military Virtues, was also buried with ample Masonic
Lhonors, and well deserving wax he of the honor, for by his
uprightness and intelligence as a citizen, his zeal, ardour, ahility,
and long services in the Craft, he had won for himself a nume,
that will live enshrined in the affections, not only of the citizens of
Montreal generally, but of every brother who knew him, or who
had ever heard of him. We shall never more receive from him
the warm-hearted grasp, or extend to him the right hand of
fellowship ; we shall never more listen to his work in Lodge, nor
hear his animated voice in Counsel ; but we can emulate his virtues
and copy his zeal, so that his death. which we trust is to him a great
gain, may be to us a lesson, teaching us  the wisdom of resigning
ourselves to the fiat of T. G. A. O.T. U. who will soon cause death,
the grand leveller of human greatness, toreduce us all to the same
state,

I have not been able, as I could have wished, to visit the country
Lodges, but I hope and trust that wherein [ have failed in duty, my
successor may not fail in performing his.

I have the honor to be,
A, W. Sir and Bro.,
Yours fraternally.
P. D. BROWN,
Dis. Dp. G. M., Montreal Masonc District.

To CoL. Wum. M. WrLsow, |
M.W.G M,
Grand Lodge of Canada.
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R. W. Br. Stephens gave notice that he would on to-morrow,
move that the M. W. Br. I, T. Buckus, P. G. M. of the state of
Michigan, be constituted an honorary member of this Grand Lodge
with the Rank of P. G. M.

The M. W. Grand Master then read the following

ADDRESS.

It is with much pleasure that I again meet the representatives
of the Craft, assembled in Grand ILodge. It is also a source of
gratification to me that our present meeting should take place in
the city of Montreal—the head quarters, if I may so term it, of
Masonry in the Lower Province—the great extent of our Masonic
jurisdiction, makes it desirable that our annual meetings should not
be confined to one locality, however central it may be, and it is
also wisely ordered, in our admirable book of Constitutions, that
the place of holding the next communication shall be decided at
the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge, so that it remains with
yourselves to decide where our next annual communication shall
take place. :

Before leaving you to the discharge of the important duties now
devolving upon you, it may not be deemed inappropriate or out of
place, were I briefly to refer to the various Masonic incidents
which have taken place during the past vear, and to offer such
suggestions for your consideration, as may appear to me, likely to
advance the great object for which we are associated.

The system which now prevails among our Sister Grand Lodges,
of carefully preserving in their archives and on their records, the
reports annually made by their executive, together with a full
statement of all their proceedings, appears to me worthy of
imitation, not only as affording a ready reference for all statistical
and other information, which may from time to time be required,
but as preserving also, for the future historian and masonicstudent,
much valuable knowledge, and many interesting particulars which
would otherwise be lost in oblivion. I much regret, however, that
in my own case, the many calls upon my time and attention during
the past year, have almost entirely prevented me from devoting
that amount of time, care and attention, to the composition of an
address, which the importance of the subject merits, and which you
have a right to expect. I must, therefore, with this explanation,
content myself by very briefly referring to many subjects which
deserve a moye careful elaboration.

The present state of Masonry in Canada still’ continues to
excite the liveliest interest in the Masonic world, and while on the
one hand, we are perfectly satisfied that the recent movement has
been productive of much real benefit to the Canadian Craft, we
have ‘also reason to believe that the cause of Masonry itself has
been advanced throughout the world, not only by the research that



SECOND G. A. COMMUNICATION—MONTREAL, 5857. 169

has been induced, but also by the discussions on the subject, to
which that movement hasled ; the student of masonic jurisprudence
can now find on record the carefully prepared and well ~digested
opinions of some of the most enlightened craftsmen of the age,
for who can read the brilliant and logical address of a “ Tucker,”
or the powerful arguments of a * Irench,” without coming to the
conclusion, that the Masons of Canada, in forming their Grand
Lodge, proved themselves good workmen and intelligent masons.
In addition to the two distinguished brethren whom I have named,
as having devoted a portion of their time to the investigation of
this most important enquiry. I might name a host of bright
particular stars in the masonic firmament, who, by their talents,
have thrown a flood of light on the subject ; and first in rank, as
in our personal regard, comes the author of that great and truly
valuable work—* The Masonie Code”—the much esteemmed and
mniversally known “Rob Morris™—acting upon the principle—be
sure you're right, then go ahead '—li first satisficd his own mind
upon the subject. and then his powerful pen and his extensive
influence, were exerted in our behalf.  The erudite Mackay. whose
master-mind is imbued and stored with asonie lore, at once
stamped the movement with the seal of his approbation. The
Editor of the London Freemason’s Mayazine, the Editors of the
Messenger, of New York, the Mirror «ud Aeystone, the Cincinnatti
Review, and though lust not least. our own valued Pioneer of
Montreal, together with many distinguished writers in these and
other periodicals, have all contributed, by their talents, and by
their learning, to establish our Grand Lodge in that position which
she has so properly assumed.

The division of the Province into seven Masonie Districts by
this Grand Lodge, at its last amuual communication, aud the
appointment of a District Deputy Grand Master tor cach Division,
relieved me fron much of the duty which | felt devolved upon me
during my first term of office ; I allude more especially to the
necessity of personally visiting our subordinate Lodges ; however,
as during the first ycar I ad visited nearly all our Lodges in the
Upper Province, I felt an anxious desire to cxamine personally
into the condition of Masonry in Lower Canada.

In September last, I was enabled to carry out my wishesin this
respect to some extent, and after mecting our Montreal lfrethrep,
visiting the Lodges in the Eastern Fownships, and inspecting their
working, returned westward, visiting Brockville and other Lodges
on my way home. The kindness and attention with which I was
received by the brethren generally, will long remain a cherished
recollection ; and it is most gratifying to me to be able to report
to this Grand Lodge, that in no part of our extensive jurisdiction,
are the true principles of Masonry better understood or more
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earnestly practised, than I found them to be in the Eastern part of
this Province.

In August last, assisted by several of the Grand Officers, I
consecrated Alma Lodge, in the Town of Galt, and installed its
officers.

In October last, the foundation stone of Grace Church, in Brant-
ford, was laid by me, assisted by the Grand Lodge, with Masonic
honors.

And on St. John’s Day, in December, I assisted in the labours
and joined in the festivities of our warm-hearted brethren of
London, in Western C'anada.

In November last I received a letter from the Mayor of Cobourg,
informing me that the Corporation had passed a resolution
requesting me, as Grand Master, to assist them in luying the corner
stone of a Town Hall, which they were about to erect in that
municipality. Iat once acceded to the request, and gave the
necessary instructions to the Grand Secretary. After the subordi-
nate Lodges had been duly notified, and within a few days of the
time appointed for the ceremony, I received another letter from the
Mayor, (who is also a brother Mason) informing me with many
apologies, that as the Cobourg Lodge, as well as the others in that
neighborhood still retained their connection with the Provincial
Body, and were unwilling that the Grand Lodge of Canada should
officiate on that occasion, it was thought prudent to withdraw the
invitation. On receipt of this letter, the orders previously given
by me, were at once countermanded. The stone was subsequently
laid, as | am informed, by our right Worshipful Brother, Sir Allan
N. McNab, an officer of the Grand Lodge of England. I make no
comment on the matter, but think it proper that you should be
acquainted with the circumstances connected with it.

I have much pleasure in officially announcing to you, that on
the 2nd day of April last, the Grand Officers, who had been
previously elected at a Convention of Royal Arch Masons, hailing
from a constitutional number of Chapters, were duly installed, and
the Grand Chapter of Canada proclaimed and established, by
competent authority and accordingto ancient practice. ’

The establishment of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in Canada
is a matter of gratulation toevery true Mason, and affords to every
lover of sublime Masonry, a pleasing subject of contemplation ;
for, as it has been well remarked, it is that which alone enables thé
possessor to acquire that knowledge so indispensable to a proper
understanding of ancient Masonry, and to a due appreciation of
the beauties of the Craft. The defective linkin symbolic Masonry
is restored in eapitular Masonry—the mysterious and impressive
word lost in the catastrophe of the First Temple, is herein brought
to view, and the whole chain of sequences following therefrom, is
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a study Jeserving the profoundest attention, as it not only amply
rewards the earnest investigator, but must also add much to the
knowledge of the devoted Mason.

The character for intelligence which is justly accorded to the
Masons of (‘anada, causes me no room to doubt the general spread
of Royal Arch Masonry amongst us. or that, ere many years
elapse, each lodge under your jurisdiction will have a chapter
attached to it. [ may add also, that the influence of sublime
Masonry has alwavs proved favorable to the best interests of
Symbolie Masonry.

Among the Masonic cvents of the past vear, worthy ol notice
and remembrance, I would not omit briefly to allude to the solemn
and affecting scene which took place on the 16th of March last,—I
refer to the great gathering of Masons at the Falls of Niagara, on
the melancholy occasion of the funeral of Br. Zimmerman, who
with many other valued members of society were in a moment
hurried into cternity, by the frightful accident which ocenrred on
the Great Western Railway. near IHamilton. Brethren frem all
parts of the Province, and from many States of the Union,
assembled to do honor to his remains.  Circumstanees prevented
me from heing present at the ceremony, which was conducteld
uuder the auspices of this Grand Lodge, but I read with deep
interest the very able description published in the Spectator and
other periodicals, of the proceedings which took place on  that
occasion.

Knowing but little, personally, of Br. Zimmerman, as Mason,
I am unable, of course, to speak of him as such, but his indomitable
energy, his determined perseverauce, and his great natural ability,
coupled with his enterprise and public spirit, were so generally
known and admitted, that his loss was indeed felt to be a public one.

The Brethren, as a mark of respect to a distinguished member
of the Fraternity, and as an evidence of their deep sympathy with
the unspoken sorrows of a widowed heart. mourning  for the
irreclaimable dead, assembled in  large numbers  to attend his
remains to the grave; and I think it would be difficult to imagine
a scene more caleulated to impress the mind and imagination than
the one presented to the large asscmblage of persons present at
the soletan cercmony. In close proximity to that great natural
wonder, the Falls of Niagara, and in one of the loveliest spots of
this Province, rest the mortal remains of our deceased brother.—
Spring with her blossoms and her flowers will many times return
to gladden the earth, and to scatter with lavish hand her treasures
o’er his tomb ; the mighty Falls iu their stupendous majesty will
tor ages yet to come, toll on unchanging and unceasing, ever
sounding forth a solemn requiem for the honored dead. But the
time will come—and the wisest and best amongst us know not how
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soon—when even these shall pass away, for the trumpet shall sound,
and he and all of us will again awake to" another, and I trust, a
brighter and more enduring existence. Let this thought be to us a
consolation under every affliction, a support under every trial, and
may we all so live as to insure our ultimate admission into the
communion of the perfect, where our Supreme Grand Master for
ever lives, and for ever reigus. :

The spontaneous gathering of the Craft on the occasion referred
to proves to the world how Masons love one another, and
whether Masonry is regarded as an institution founded on love to
God and love to man ; or in the abstract, as a mere system of
morality illustrated by symbols and veiled in allegory, but teach-
ing its disciples by these means the beauty of virtue, the value of
knowledge, the love of truth, strict justice and universal charity ;
or whether it is looked upon as an institution founded for the sole
purpose of spreading and encouraging a more general spirit of
philanthrophy, and a more intimate union of friendship, combining
the benevolence of the one with the tenderness of the other, it
must ever command the respect of the wise and good, not only
for the purity of its principles, but also for the soundness of its
teachings, and we as Masons must ever cherish it in our hearts, as
an institution worthy of our warmest love and veneration.

Were this a fitting time or suitable place, it would be an easy
and pleasing task for me to illustrate by many bright examples,
the importance and value of Masonry, but you, my Brethren, are
already too well acquainted with its value to require any further
incitements to induce you to persevere with steadiness and fidelity
in promulgating, both by precept and example, the great principles
inculeated and laid down upon our Masonic trestleboard.

One brilliant and conspicuous example, comparatively of
recent date, of that genuine philanthrophy which we are enjoined to
cultivate, and which was strikingly exhibited by a distinguished
Brother, whose untimely death plunged a nation in tears, and sent
a pang of grief to every feeling heart in Christendom, I cannot
forbear alluding to.

Who, within the limits of civilization, has not heard of, and
lamented the sad fate of our illustrious brother Sir John Franklin ?
And who, is there, ainong the millions of the earth, who has not
longed to tear aside the impenetrable veil, which for years past
has shrouded, and will I fear for ever conceal, the fate of our lost
brother? Among the many dauntless spirits who dared the
dangers of the Arctic Seas, in the vain hope of affording him relief,
or at least, of ascertainiug his fate, there is none more entitled to
the gratitude of the world, and the Jove and admiration of the
craft, than the late Dr. Kane ! inhumble dependence upon Almighty
God, with a mind thoroughly imbued with scientific and useful
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knowledge, with a heart overflowing with every noble and generous
impulse, and with our venerated emblems the Square and
Compass waving from the mast of his gallant little vessel “ The
Advance,” he left the land of his birth and of his affections, he left
the comforts and attachrnents of his home, to look for his Masonic
Brother among some of the most terribly magnificent scenes of
nature, to look for the lost one, amid the desolate seas and ice
bound shores of the polar region! Who that has followed his
perilous course through the trials and dangers of that eventful
voyage, so truthfully described in his published journal, can avoid
coming to the conclusion, that in addition to his sense of public
duty, he was mainly impelled, by those very feelings and principles,
which it is the great aim and object of Masonry to cultivate
and cherish in the hearts of her children; his love for Masonry
and his obedience to its precepts was proved by his conduct and
shown by his acts, and we can readily imagine and sympathize
with the feelings which must have thrilled his heart, when, as he
says, “ on the highest northern land, not only of America, but of
our globe, we planted the star spangled banner of our country,
and side by side with it, our Masonic emblem of the Compass and
Square.”

Who can read without emotion the graphic description which
he has left on record, of his fearful journey in search of his perishing
companions, his hair-breadth escapes, his nobly endured sufferings ?
And whose heart does not thrill with sympathy, as he reads
the description of how, “ when he, fainting and worn out with
fatigue, and himself tottering on the very verge of death, at
length, amid the ice and snow of that most dreary and desolate
region, discovered a small American flag, fluttering from a ham-
mock, and lower down, a little Masonic banner, hanging from a
tent pole, hardly visable above the drift.” That Commander and
these men, were bound together by a cord which death alone could
sever! Our distinguished brother, although failing in the nuin
object of his journey, yetadded much to geographical and scientific
knowledge. He, with many of his companions, returned in safety
to his country, but alas for him! the seeds of disease, consequent
upon his past sufferings and exposure, were then lurking in his
system, the fiat had gone forth, and he sunk in submission to the
gavel of death ! He will long live however in the hearts and
affections of his brethren and countrymen, and hisname will stand
emblazoned on the roll of those illustrious individuals, who by
their virtues and their talents have shed a halo of glory and
brightness around our Masonic temple !

Among the many matters connected with the practical working
of the craft, which have been submitted to me for my opinion and




174 GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

decision during the past year, there are two, which I deem of
sufficient importance to allude to on this occasion.

Objections had been raised by some highly esteemed brethren
to the introduction of certain formsand phrases into our ritual,
which conflicted with their religious belief and opinions ; it is
unnecessary for me here to particularize either the forms or
phrases to which the brethren objected ; but I feel it to be my duty -
distinctly to declare, that in my opinion these brethren had good
grounds for their complaint; for as I understand Masonry—it is
a Society to which mer of all religions, moving within the pale of
civilized society, who acknowledge the moral laws which bind the
human family in the preservation of the social compact, and who
admit a belief in the superintendence of a Deity over the universe
which he has created, may be admitted and enrolled as members
of its mystic fraternity ; or, as it has been well defined by a
distinguished brother, when he said :—* Free Masonry is an insti-
tution which welcomes equally to its bosom, the Jew and the
Gentile, the Christian and Mahomedan, requiring from each only a
just sense of moral rectitude and conscientious obligation.” If
these definitions are correct, and I firmly believe them to be so,
then the objections raised by the brethren referred to, are sustained,
and the practice complained of, is pronounced an innovation and
an excresence on the body of Masonry, which can neither be
sanctioned, nor permitted.

The other point, and it is one to which I shall very briefly
allude, is regarding the extent of the Rights and Privileges of
“ Entered Apprentices.” This subject is one which, at the time it
was brought specially before me, occasioned me a good deal of
thought, and induced much anxious investigation.

[ am free to admit that the decision] arrived at, was exactly
the reverse of what I had previously supposed to be correct. My
views upon this interesting subject, will be found at length in the
September number of the Pioneer, page 30, to which I beg leave
to refer you. My conclusions on the matter, 1 have reason to
believe, have not satisfied the minds of certain members of the
fraternity for whose opinions I entertain the highest respect, and
in whose knowledge of Masonic law I have much confidence. I
have therefore thought it right and proper to introduce the subject
to you now, in order that you may, if you think proper to do so,
take the subject into your considerstion, for although possessing:
JSor the time, supreme authority over the craft, and feeling bound
to govern according to the best of my judgment and ability, I, by
no means arrogate to myself the possession of superior wisdom ;
but | have at all times endeavored to decide these, and all other
questions submitted to me, in strict accordance with my sacred
obligations. I will only add that my opinions remain unchanged,
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and these, I am pleased to sav. have been sustained and approved
of by the leading Masonic minds of the United States,

Shortly after the last meeting of this Grand Lodge, it was
discovered that the time of your Grand Sacretary was so much
occupied by the pressing nature of his private business, that unless
an assistant was provided, the interests of the Grand Lodge would
he most seriously affected, T therefore assuned the rusp&lsihility
of authorizing the Committee to engage a competent person to
assist in the office, at a salary not to excecll £75 per annumn,  As
vou are all aware, brother R. Bull was induced to devote a large
portion of his time to this duty, and it affords me muech pleasure
to be able to say, that since his appeintiment, the bhusiness of the
office has heen attended to and performed very much to my
aatistiaetion, and to the gencral benefit of the craft, )

The onerous and important duties devolving upon a Corand
Scerctary cawonly be performed with efticiency by one who devotes
to it his whole time and attention, I would therefore suggest for
vour consideration  the propriety of appropriating such a sum of
money, by way of sulary, as will sccure the services of a com-
petent brother in this importantoffice—in our present circumstances
we are not in a position to pay Jarge salavies, but in my opinion
the allowanee should not be less than £150 per annum.

[ would further state that the dutics devolving upon your Grand
Registrar during the past year, have also been exceedingly
arduous, and these daties, as well as many others not strictly
comected with his departinent, have been performed by brother
Harris, in the most efficient and encrgetic: manner, at no little
sacrifice, both of time and mwoney. T would theretore suggest for
your consideration the propriety of making such an appropriation,
as you may think advisable, to cover the dishursements and
expenses of that office for the past year.

 would also suggest that the Grand Seerctary be authorized
1o subseribe for such of the leading Masonic publications of the
day, as may he approved of by the Committee, = on the condition
of Masonry,” for the use of the Girand Lodge,

The attention of a portion of the craft during the past year
has Leen direeted to a careful revision of the ¢ Book of  Constitu-
tions ;” in a4 work of this magnitude, it is not unlikely that crrors
and oniissions may  have ocenrred. it is therefore important that
these should be correeted and supplicd, previous to the issue ot a
pew cdition.  This subject will doubtless be brought under your
notice during the present session, by some of those brethren who
have investigated it

At the last meeting of this  Grand Lodge a Committee was
appointed with power to exantine and report upon the work Qf«»llr
various subordinate Lodges, with a view to secure a uniform
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system in the Province. Important reasons have hitherto prevented
me from calling this Committee together, not the lcast of which
was the hope of a specedy  union among all the members of the
fraternity in this Province—as 1 felt that a measure of thj
importance could be more satistactorily and  permadently
determined after than before this desirable event, I trust, however,
the subject will not be lost sight of, but that an carly day may be
appointed for taking the subject into serious consideration,

During the past year I have granted dispensations for opening
ten new Lodges in various parts of this jurisdiction ; the names
and localities of these lodges will be communicated to you by the
Graud Seerctary, and it will be for you to determine whether or
not warrants shall be issued to themn.

Although frequently applied to, 1 have granted no dispensations
for conferring degrees in a shorter time than that specified by the
Constitution. [ have no sympathy with those individuals, who,
having lived for years within the sound of the gavel, without
availing themselves of the opportunitics afforded them, suddenly
find it desirable (in order to advance their own interests) to
become members of our fraternity.

The time appointed by the constitution for the election of
officers to serve during the ensuing year having now arrived, it
will afford me much pleasure again to resign my gavel into your
hands.  In doing so, I reflect with unmingled pleasure and satisfac-
tion upon the many gratifying incidents, which have taken place
during the period in which I have been intrusted with the
administration of your affaivs. T congratulate you, hrethren, upon
the high standing attained by your Grand Lodge as well as on
the prosperous condition of the craft generally,  These pleasurable
feelings, however, I must admit, are somewhat tinged with regret,
wher | consider that I ani still unable to announce from this place
that a more perfect union of the craft in this Province has taken
place.  This has ever heen  the most anxious wish of my heart,
and the leading aim and objeet of all my efforts. I trust, however,
that this pleasing duty may soon devolve upon my successor, and
that he will, ere long, bein a position to convey to us the gratifying
intelligeLce that ¢very Mason in this Province acknowledges
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Canada. Union is essential to
Masonry, it is the very key stone of our arch, and should ever be
cagerly sought for, and carctully preserved when found, by every
true ceraftsman.  Such 2 union as | contemplate, and ardently long
for, may be accomplished without sacrifice of principle on cither
side, if both parties are only really and truly actuated by a sincere
love and regard for masonry, and by a spirit of forbearance and
brotherly love.

Actuated by these feelings, on the 22nd of June last, I
endeavored to express them in an unofficial letter written by meto
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Bro. Richardson, the Grand Secretary of the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Canada West, (a copy of which will be laid upon the
table) and I have great pleasure in announcing to you that at a
meeting held by that body at Toronto on the 30th of the same
mONth after rescinding certain resolutions affecting the intercourse
between them and other Canadisn Lodges, the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted. and an official copy forwarded to me.
Copy of Resolutions adopted at a half:yearly meeting of the

Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, holden at Toronto, on

Tuesday, the 30th day of June, 1857 :—

Resolved— That the interests of Masonry require that pertect
unity of the craft shonld he restored and maintained thronghout
the Province.”

“ That this Provincial Grand Lodge being actuated by the spirit
of the foregoing resolution, and accepting an intimation of an
anxious desire on the part of the members of the Grand Lodge of
Canada for an union with those composing the Provincial Grand
Lodge, with a view to thc restoration of perfect unity amongst
Freemasons in Canada.

Resolved—* That the Cummittee appointed on the 23rd October
1856, be re-appointed, with power to take such measures as they
may consider necessary and expedient to effect such unity, and to
meet any Cominittee appointed for a like purpose by the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and with them to negotiate preliminary terms
on which such re-union may be accomplished and consolidated,
reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge.”

I now commend this important matter to your most serious
consideration, nothing doubting but that yvour action thereon will
have a tendency to increase the Masonic teeling, evinced by our
brethren of the Provincial G. L. in these resolutions, and ensure a
speedy and happy union of the whole Canadian craft.

Before concluding this address, I cannot refrain from remarking,
that the many flattering requests which have been addressed to me
by brethren hailing from our various Lodges, that I would consent
again to fill the Chair, (in the event of an alteration being made in
that section of the Constitution which limits the term of office, and
in the event of my re-electlon,) have been most gratifying to me,
as atfording satistactory proof, that I had succeeded in the attain-
ment of that, which has ever been my most cherished wish and
ambition—I mean the good opinion and respect of the fraternity.
There are reasons, however, which induce me most respectfully to
decline this proffered mark of your kindness. To fill the office of
Grand Master is an object of ambition, which no brother need feel

‘ashamed of entertaining, and I feel both pride and pleasure in
saying, that we have many in our ranks that will do honor to the
station.
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My professional business claims u large portion of my attention,
and [ have frequently had occasion to regret, that I was unable to
devote more time to iy Musonic duties. Another reason which I
might adduce for your consideration, is that it is important that
there should be a past Grand Master: for if death during the past
vear had summoned me from * tie o eternity” you would have
been compelled again to trespass upon the kindness of our American
brethren to supply a properly qualified installing officer. Other
reasons might be brought forward, but these I trust will prove
sufficient to direct your thoughts to the important duty of selecting
the future Grand Master. And now brethren, to conclude this long,
and I fear tedious address, I would express in the language of a
learned brother, my fervent wish and earnest prayer,that whenever
or wherever vou are assembled as Masons, you may meet in uaity,
work in love, and part in karmony. May fidelity watch your door,
faith prompt your duties, hope animate your labours and charity
diffuse your hounty. May wisdom and virtue ever distinguish you,
so that Masonry may become glorious in all the earth.

WM. M. WILSON,
Grand Master.

[After delivering the Address, the M. W. the Grand Master was
pleased to lay before Grand Lodge, copies of various Addresses
which had been presented to him, with his replies thereto. These
documents, with a copy of a letter to Bro. Richardson, will be
found in the appendix.]

It was moved by W. Br. H. B. Bull, seconded hy W. Br. T.
Wilson, and unanimously adopted, ’

That a Committee be appointed to take into consideration the Address of
the M. W. G. M., and that R. W. Bros. Bernard, Simpsen, Stephens, Tully
and Bellhouse, be the said Committee, and to report to-morrow.

R. W. Bro. Stephens gave notice that he would to-morrow
move, That the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge be
held at Toronto.

R. W. Bro. Bernard, gave notice that he would to-morrow move
That the D. G. M. and D. D. G. M’s. be 1 Committee to confer witli
the Committee appointed by the P. G. Lodge.

R. W. Br. Stephens, gave notice that he would to-morrow move,
'}l)‘hat 1\/{1 ‘W. Bro .P. (}3) Tu«f::‘ker, of the Grand Lodge of Vermont

e an honorary member of this Grand L i f
Past Grand Master. ! Pdge, with. the rank of

The Grand Secretary read a communication he had ived fi
S. Winchester, Esq., New York, and it ered by the M. W.
G. M. to be laid on the table. as ordered by the M. W.

The Grand Lodge was called from ]ab
at 10 o’clock A. M. to-morrow, febor fo refreshiment to meet
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The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting, July 9th, at 11 o’clocy
A. M., the M. W. Grand Master on the Throne.

V. W. Bro. Crouse, in accordance with notice of motion given
the previous day, read the amendments to the Constitution as
proposed by Norfold Lodge, No. 5, and W. Br. Wilkes, those of
Brant Lodge, No. 22.

It was moved by R. W. Br. Dr. Lundy, and seconded by V.W.
Bro. Crouse and adopted.

That the amendments to the Constitution proposed by Brant and Norfolk

Lodges, be referred to the Committee on Constitutions, and to report this
afternoon.

‘W. Br. Taylor gave notice that he would to-morrow move,That
Sec. 7. p. 25, L. E., under the head of Grand Master, be amended,
striking out all after the words Grand Officers, and adding, he may
suspend such Grand officer, and appoint a competent Br. to
discharge the duties of the officer so suspended, reporting the same
to the Grand Lodge at the next regular communication.

The Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment. to meet
at 3 o’clock, P. M,

The Grand Lodge resumed its sitting at 3.30, P. M., the M. W.
Grand Master on the Throne.

The special Committee on Grievances hrought in the following

REPORT.

The special Committee appointed to consider and report on the
charges made by Union Lodge No. 4, against Br. Ira 8. Bushe, and
James Marvin Fairwell, and also by St. John’s Lodge No. 14,
against Br. J. W. Kermott, beg leave to report that they have
examined the several charges preferred, and having taken the evi-
dence adduced into consideration, Your Committee are of opinion
that the charges have heen fully sustained, and therctore recom
mend that the said Ira S. Bushe, James Marvin Fairwell and J. W,
Kermott, be expelled from all the privileges and henefits of our
ancient Order, by this Grand Lodge for unmasonic conduet.

(Signed) 11. B. BULL, ( .
C. MAGILI,, Committee.
W.C. STEPHENS. }
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It was moved by R. W. Br. Bellhouse, and seconded by R. W,
Br. Harris, and unanimously resolved,

That the Report of the Special Committee on Grievance be received and
adopted.

R. W. Br. Stephens gave notice, that he would to-morrow move
That if the Brethren of the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues
shall desire it, that Lodge shall henceforth be called the Lodge of
Antiquity, wear Gold instead of Silver Jewels, and take precedence
of all numbered Lodges.

R. W. Br. Bellhousc gave notice that he would to-morrow move
for an Act of Incorporation to enable the Grand Lodge to hold
real estate, &e. &e.

The Committee on the M. W. Grand Master’s Address, read the
following

REPORT.

The Committee to whom was referred the address of the M. W,
Grand Master, beg leave to Report— ‘

That the perusal of the address of the G. M. has given the
Committee much gratification, at the flourishing state of Masonry
in the Province, as evinced therein, and your Committee regret
that the time at their disposal is too limited to allow of their going
at that length into the various subjects it contains, to which their
importance entitles them. A notice of motion is now before
Grand Lodge, for consideration to-day, with regard to the place at
which the next annual Communication is to be held. Your
Committee fully concur in the beneficial effects that must arise
from the distribution of the meetings of Grand Lodge throughout
the Province. Your Committe fullv  appreciate the great
advantage the craft derived froin the important Masonie publica-
tions referred to Ly the Grand Master, and would strongly
recommend them to the attention of the Brethren generally, and
of these especially the Masonic - Pioneer”, published in our own
jurisdiction, which your Counnittee are of opinion is entitled to,
and should receive, the strougest possible support from all the
Lodges in the Province. Various subjects have been under the
consideration of the Craft during the past year, with regard to the
constitntion, bye laws, regulations and working of the order,
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which are of such grave importance that, in the anticipation of a
Union being shortly established between all the Masons in the
Province, your Committee recommends Grand Lodge to take no
action upon them at the present Communication, beyond those
recommended by the Committee on Constitution for consideration,
which may be deemed of urgent importance. The Union would,
in all probability, involve the neczssity of such a revision of the
Constitution as would necessitate a re-print, and that would be a
more fitting time for the consideration of any other suggested
amendment.

Your Committee heartily approve of the course taken by the
M. W. Grand Master,in the appointment ot our experienced R. W.
Br. R. Bull to assist the Grand Secretary, in the discharge of his
duties during the past few months, which the pressure of his private
business prevented him attending to ; and the Committee concur
in the suggestion of the M. W. G. M. that the services of a
competent Brother to fill that important office. should be secured,
and as a compensation for the time and attention which these
duties would require, your Committee are of opinion that the
allowance proposed by the G. M. of £150 per annum is the
smallest sum they could offer, but the greatest amount Grand
Lodge is at present in a pusition to afford. Your Committee as
warmly concur in the recommendation of your Grand Master that
an amount should be placed at the disposal of the Grand Registrar,
to cover the disbursements and expenses of that office for the pasg
year. The highly creditable manner in which the arduous and
important duties of that office have been discharged by our R. W,
Bro. T. B. Harris, are too well known to need comment. Your
Committee would suggest that £50, would be an appropriate
amount,

Your Committee are much gratified at receiving the resolutions
passed at the last meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge for
Canada West, being indicative of an unanimous wish of those
Brethren who have not vet acknowledged the supremacy of this
Grand Lodge, to promote unity amongst the Brethren. Your
Committee recommend that a communication be forwarded to the
Secretary of the Provincial Grand Lodge stating, that it has
always been the anxious wish of this Grand Lodge to promote
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perfect unity in the Craft, and in order to accomplish this object, it
is desirable that a perfect understanding should exist between the -
Provineial Grand Lodges and Provincial Grand Masters through-'
out the Province and this Grand Lodge, with respect to the
proposed basis of Union. Your Committee also recommend, that
a Committee of seven be appointed, to take such measures as they
may consider necessary and expedient to effect such unity ; and to
meet the Committee appointed for a like purpose by the Provincial
Grand Lodge for Canada W est, and any other Committee appointed
by the Provincial Grand Masters for Canada East, and with them
to negociate preliminary terms on which such an Union may be
accomplished and consolidated, reporting to a special meeting of
this Grand Lodge to be called for the purpose. Your Committee
feel that they but echo the sentiments generally expressed by the
brethren in congratulating the Grand Lodge on the faithful,
judicious, and considerate manner in which the M. W. G. M. has
fulfilled the duties of his office during the past two years, and
doubtless to his exertions much of the present success and
encouraging prospects of the Grand Lodge, are due.
(Signed.) A. BERNARD,
Chairman.

On motion it was resolved, That the report just now read be
received. :

In accordance with notice of motion given yesterday, it was
moved by R. W. Br. A. Bernard, seconded by R. W, Br.Thos. B.
Harris, resolved, and unanimously adopted—

That in consideration of the high Masonic character of M. W. Bro.
Philip C. Tucker, Grand Master of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Vermont,
and of the eminent services he has rendered to the cause of Masonry, and
more especially his masterly vindication of the Canadian Craftin organizing
the Grand Lodge of Canada, he be, and is hereby elected, an honorary
member of this Grand Lodge, with the rank of Past Grand Master.

In accordance with notice of motion given yesterday, it was
moved by R. W. Br. Stephens, seconded by Br. Dr. Duggan,
resolved, and unanimously adopted— ‘

That in recollection of the opportune and valuable service rendered to
the Grand Lodge of Canada in the hour of our difficulty, by the M. W.
Br. H.T. Backus, P. G. M. of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Michigan, in
installing the Grand Offleers of this Grand Lodge, under Art. 11, Book of
Constitution, that the M. W. Br. H. T. Backus, be constituted an Honorary
Past Grand Master of this Grand Lodge of Canada, and that the Grand
]Sgecritary be hereby directed to communicate this resolution to the M. W,

rother.
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In accordance with notice of motion, it was moved by R. W.
Br. Stephens, seconded by R. W. Br. Simpson, and unanimously
adopted—

That the next annual communication of this Grand Lodge be held at
Toronto, C. W.

V. W. Br. Kivas Tully gave notice, that he would to-morrow
move, That the rank of D. D. G. M. in this Grand Lodge be
accorded to R. W. Br. Michael Furnell, Provincial Grand Master
of North Munster, the Representative of this Grand Lodge, near
the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

R. W. Br. Stephens presented and read the following Report
from the Committee on Constitutions, &¢.

REPORT.

Your Committee on Constitutions beg to report, that during the
pastyear they have carefully gone through the Book of Constitutions,
with a view of bringing under the consideration of Grand Lodge,
any desirable alterations or modifications therein, and having
received from several Lodges suggestions for the amendment of
various clauses, your Committee would beg to recommend the
following alterations for the adoption of Grand Lodge.

B. or C.,SmaLL Eprrion.—P. 18, 8. 6., altcred to read—¢ Should
neither of the representative officers of a Lodge attend any
communication of Grand Lodge, such Lodge Ly a vote of the
Lodge properly certified by the Worshipful Master and Secretary,
and under seal may delegate a Past Master of the Lodge, or in the
absence of a Past Master of the Lodge, any other Brother, &c.,
as printed.”

P, 18, 8. 23—After “recorded and enforced” as printed, add
“ such summons being addressed, and either delivered personally
or sent by post to the last known place of residence of such
Brother, being deemed a proper summons.”

P. 19, 8. 2—After “ to the determination of the Grand Master”
as printed, add “ where any subject can be satisfuctorily decided
by taking an open vote, the votes of the members are to be signified
&ec., as printed, to “ counting unnecessary,” after which add “ but
any brother may demand a ballot on any question, either before
or after an open vote shall have been taken.”

P. 19, S. 6—4th line, for “ shall” read “may.”
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P. 21, S. 7—Should the Grand Master be dissatisfied with the
conduct of any of his Grand Officers, he may suspend any such
Grand Officer, for any ciuse that he may deem sufficient, and may
appoint other qualificd brethren as substitute Grand Officers
pro tem.

P. 80, S. T—After “ without such authority’ add, “a Lodge of
emergency for the purpose of attending the funeral of a deceased
brother may be called at any time, without the ordinary seven days
notice, by the Worshipful Master or, in his absence, by the Senior
Warden, or in his absence vy the Junior Warden, but not without
such authority.” The particular reason, as printed, to the end.

P. 31, 5. 11—After ** Ly dispensation” as printed, add “ nor
until he has been halloted for and approved; nor can a rejected
applicant for initiation be balloted for again in the same or any
other Lodge within 12 months of the time of such rejection, nor
shall a Lodge,” &c., as printed to the end.

P. 83, 8. 26—TFor “may” read’ “ shall.”

P. 39—Foot note—omit.

P. 41, 8. 4—For “can™ read * shall.”

W. . STEPHENS,
Chairman.

In accordance with notice of motion given at the last annual
communication, it was moved by R. W. Br. Dr. Lundy, seconded
by W. Br. S. B. Campbell, and adopted.

That so much of the Constitution as precludes members from belonging
to more than one Lodge be expunged, ‘' Article 22, Pocket Edition.”

On motion of R. W. Br. Simpson, in accordance with notice,
seconded by R. W. Br. G+, L. Allen—

That clause No. 2, page 20 I E,, under the head of Grand Master, be
expunged.

It was moved in amendment, by R. W. Br. A. Bernard, seconded
by R. W. Br. Thos. B. Hurris—

That Clause' No. 2, page 20, P. E. be amended, by striking out the word
two and inserting the word three.

The amendment was put and adopted.

R. W.Br. Thos. B. Harris gave notice, that he would to-morrow
move a resolution, to the etlect, that no alteration shall be made in
the Constitution under six months notice given in writing to the
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Grand Secretary, and not to become law, unless supported by two
thirds of the votes present.

The M. W. Grand Master announced that the election of Grand
Officers would take place early to-morrow.

The Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshment, to meet
to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The Grand Lodge resumed its sittings on the 10th day of July,
1857, at 10 o’clock, a. m.

The M. W. Grand Master on the Throne.

W. Br. J. Taylor gave notice of motion of alterations to the
Constitution, which were afterwards referred to the standing
Committee, to report at the next communication of this Grand
Lodge.

R. W. Br. A. Bernard gave notice, that he would move, that
Sec. 19, p.19, L. E. of the Constitution, relating to the Banquet, be
amended, by erasing the word * shall” and inserting the word “may.”

R. W. Br. Lundy gave notice, that he would move, that Sec. 19,
p- 19 L. E.,, be expunged.

In accordance with notice given, it was moved by R. W. Br.
Harris, seconded by W. Br. Ciunpbell, and adopted—

That after the close of the present communication, no notice shall be
entertained for altering or amending the Laws, Rules or Regulations of
this Grand Lodge, or for adding a new Law, Rule or Regulation thereto,
without notice having been given to the Grand Secretary in writing,
stating the amendmert proposed, at least six months previous to the
annual communication at which it is to be brought before Grand Lodge,
and no alteration or addition to the Constitution shall be made binding
unless supported by two thirds of the votes present. A copy of all
suggested alterations received,shall betransmitted by the Grand Secretary -
to each Lodge at least three months before the meeting of Grand Lodge.

In accordance with notice, it was moved by V. W. Br. Kivas
Tully, seconded by R. W. Br. Bernard, and unanimously adopted,

That the rank of Dis. Deputy Grand Master, be accorded to R. W. Bro.
Michael Furnell, Provincial Grand Master of North Munster, the
Representative of this Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

On motion of R. W. Br. Stephens, seconded by B. Dr. Duggan,
it was resolved—

That clause No. 2 of the Regulations of Grand Lodge, be held to mean

as it has hitherto been understood, that a Past Master possesses one vote
in his own right, whether he represent any Lodge or not.
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The M. W. Grand Master nominated V. W. Br. Tully, and W,
Br. H. B. Bull as scrutineers, for collecting the ballots for the
election of Grand officers.

The Election of Grand Officers for the ensuing Masonic term
was proceeded with.

The following were declared duly clected :
By Grand Lodge—
M. W. Br. W. Mercer Wilson, re-elected Grand Master.
R. W. Br. Rev. Joseph Scott, Dep. G. M.

¢ Jas. E. Smith, G. 8. W,
“ « o« Saml. Ross, G. J. W,
« ¢~ The Rev. J. Tremayne, Grand Chaplain.
“ « « VWilliam Bellhouse, Grand Treasurer.
“ « < Willm. II. Miller, Grand Registrar.
“ « « Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary.
By an open vote of Grand Lodge—

“ Jno. Morrison, Grand Tyler.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to confirm the nomination
by Lodges of their respective Districts.
R. W. Br. Capt. T. Wilson, D. D. G. M., London District.

« « « Charles Magill, D. D. G. M., Hamilton “
“ « ¢« Kivas Tully, D. D. G. M., Toronto ¢
“ « « W.B. Simpson, D. D. G. M., Central “
“ « « J.H. Isaacson, D. D. G. M., Montreal “

¢« « Elisha Gustin, D. D. G. M. Eastern Townships “

In accordance with notice it was moved by R. W. Br. Bellhouse,
seconded by R. W. Br. Bernard, and resolved,

That the Grand Secretary be instructed to give the necessary notice
required by Law,previous to the next meeting of the Parliament of Canads,
that the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canads,
will apply for an Act of Incorporation to enable it and subordinate Lodges
acting under it, to hold real and personal estate in a corporate capacity,
for Masonic, charitable, and other purposes required by the Craft, and
that the M. W. Grand Master be requested to appoint a Committee to draft
s Bill for such purpose to be presented to the Legislature.

The Grand Lodge declined to take any decided action in the
matter, but requested that the M. W. Grand Master would obtain

the information, if it was really necessary, as to its propriety.

It was moved by R. W, Br. John Osborne, seconded by R. W.
R.Br. B
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That the M. W. Grand Master appoint a Committee to negociate an
union with the Provincial Grand Lodge, and that it be an instruction to
that Committee that they entertain no proposition not based on an entire
independence of Free Masonry in Canada, nor any implication upon the
Constitutionality or correctness of the present position of the Grand
Lodge, but that on all other points it is the desire of the Grand Lodge to
meet them on a footing best calculated to bring about the union they so
much desire.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the following
Brethren as officers for the ensuing Masonic term.
V. W. Br. Reginald Henwood, Grand Senior Deacon.
« « «  Joseph Walker, Grand Junior Deacon.
* F. J. Rastrick, Grand Sup. of Works.
“ v 8Bl Campbell, Grand Dir of Ceremonies.

« « « Dr, H, J. Fowler, Ass. Grand Secretary.

*  Henry Grist, - “  Dir. of Ceremonies.
« « « (C R. Wilkes. Grand Sword Bearer.

= W. T. Thomas, Grand Organist.

“ Robt. J. Fowler, Ass. * Organist.
«  H. B. Bostwick, Grand Pursuivant.
“ o« \Wm, Bungey. 1
« « ~ Dr. Hy. Crouse,
<« Jos, A, Tisher,

« # ¢« Thes, Rawlings, & G o
w o« D. Moss. srand Stewards.

Wm. Pardy, |
» 8. Browning,
= (. H. McCauley, J

The Grand officers for the ¢nsuing vear, present. were installed,
invested and proclaiied, aceording to ancient form.

It was moved by R. W. Br. Bernard. scconded by W. Br,
Campbell, and unanimously adopted.

That the proceedings of this and previous communications of this Grand
Lodge, be published with as little delay as possible, in pamphlet form,and
that a copy be sent to each Grand and Past Grand Officer, and to each
subordinate Lodge under this jurisdietion, and to the various Grand Bodies
throughout the world.

On motion of [2. W. Br. Jno. Osborne, sceonded by R. W, Br.
Bellhouse, it was resolved—

That the proposed amendments as recommended and submitted by the
Standing Commijttce on Constitutions be adopted.
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On motion of R. W. Br. Bellhouse, seconded by R. W. Br. Dr.
Lundy, it was resolved—

That the various proposed alterations to the Book of Constitutions,
notices of which have been given by various Brethren, be referred to the
Committee on Constitutions, the Report on which to be brought up at the
next annual communication of this Grand Lodge, and in order that all
the Lodges acting under this jurisdiction may have the opportunity of
expressing their views on the proposed alterations, the Grand Secretary
be instructed to send 12 copies of the same to each Lodge, with the request
that a full reply he returned with the least possible delay, that the
Committee may be possession of the sentiments of all the Lodges.

In accordance with notice given, it was moved by R. W. Br.
Stephens, seconded by R. W.Br.Simpson, resolved and unanimously

adopted—

That the Lodge of Social aud Military Virtues, shall henceforth, be
called the Lodge of Antiquity, wear gold instead of silver jewels, and
take precedence of all numbered Lodges.

The Standing Committee on Warrants, presented and read the
following report— '
Tue M. W. Graxp Lovee oF Caxipa:

Your Committee appointed the last aunual communication of this
Grrand Lodge. beg to

REPORT.

That they have, atter due cousideration, decided on a design for
the certiticate to he issued to the members of the Craft, which was
submitted to the M. W.-Grand Master for his approval, and having
commissioned a brother about visiting the Continent of Europe,
to make enquiries in England as to the amount that it would cost
to be engraved there. and having also consulted the artists of this
country, they tound that it could be executed here in a manner
that would be satisfuctory to the Grand Lodge, and at considerably
less cost. Your Commiittee therefore decided upon promoting the
industry and enterprise of our own Provinee, and placed the work
in the hands of cumpetent partics in Montreal for execution, and
which they were led to belicve an impression would have been
ready to have been submitted, and eveu at this late hour they hope
to do so before Grand Lodge separates,

Your Committee have also had under consideration the subject
of Warrants for newly chartered Lodges, under this jurisdiction,
and they would beg to recommend the accompanying form for

adoption.
THOS. B. HARRIS,

hair man.
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The proof sheet was laid on the table for inspection.
On motion the Report of the Standing Committee on warrants
was received and adopted.

It was moved by W. Br. Chambers, and seconded by W. Br. H.
B. Bull—

That the Trustees to be appointed by this Graud Lodge, in regard to the
section referring to the sureties of the Treasurer, be the Dis. Dep. Grand
Masters for the time being.

The Grand Lodge having completed its labors, was closed in
ample form, with solemn prayer.

(Attest.) THOS. B. HARRIS,

Grand Secretary.
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RETURINS

OF

SUBORDINATE LODGES,

RENDERED 24t JUNE, 5857.

LODGE OF SOCIAL AND MILITARY VIRTUES, No. 1,
MONTREAL, C. E—-NOW THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY,

Stated Meeting— First Thursday in every Month,

OFFICERS.
V. W.Br. Ed. Morris ........... W, M.
“ Wm. M. Browne _..... P. M.
“ Ed. Hollensky -...... S. W.
“ Wm. Bower..._ ... .. J. W.
“ G.Reindhardt.... ..._. Treasurer.
¢ R.A.Malcolm..._.... Secretary.
Number of members.._......... 36.

NTAGARA LODGE, No. 2, NIAGARA, C. W,
Stated Meeting—First Tuesday in every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Robt. M, Willson.__...__. W. M.
“ « W, G.F. Dovwnes........ P. M.
“ Jno.Hemphill.__. ____ ... S. W.
“ Rd. Walsh.....___..... J. W,
“ Jno. Mall._ .. _______.__. Secretary.
Number of Members..oo ... __. 31.

BARTON LODGE, No. 3, HAMILTON, C. W.
Stated Meeting—1the Second Wednesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
R. W. Br. C. Magill...._........ W. M.
“ ¢« H.B.Bull.._...__.._. P. M.
“ Hy.Langdon.....__... S. W.
o Ed Kelly.__.___.___. J. W,
“  Milton Davis _____.... Treasurer.
“ Wm.lIrwin

............ Secretary.
Number of Members.._....._._. 81.
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UNION LODGE, No. 4, GRIMSBY, . W.
Stated Meeting—the Thursday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
R. W, Br. Rev. F. J. Lundy...... W. M.
¥ % Jno. W, Lewis......_. P. M.
“ “ D.C. McMillan..._.__. Secretary.
Number of Members......_..... 49,

NORFOLK LODGE, No. 5, SIMCOE, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Thursday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
V. W.Br. Hy. Crouse . ... ... ... W. M.
“ o8 Geo. W, Powell.o_. ... S. W,
“ Hy. Groff. ... ... ... . J. WL
“ David Mathews.__. ___. Treasurer.
“ Jno. McF. Wilson ... Scerctary.
Number of Members ... .._. .... 45.

SUSSEX LODGE, No. 6, BROCKVILLE, ¢. W.
Stated Meeting— Wednesday on or preceding b'ull Moon.

OFFICERS,

W. Br. Thomas Camm ........ W. M.
R, ¢ ¢ Samuel Ross c oo ooo.... P. M.
“« F. M. HHolmes .con .ao.. S. W.

“ David Wylie.... .co.... J. W,

“ James McEllhinney .. Treasurer.

“ F. A. Despard ......... Sceretary.
Number of Members .. ... __._ 37.

PREVOST LODGE, No. 7, DUNHAM, C. E,
Stated Meetiny— Tuesduy preceding Full Moon,

OFFICERS.
W. Br. David Browne.... ... ._.. W. M.
« « J.C Butler.... .o .oo... P. M.
“  Charles Browne ... ... - S. W,
“ C.8.Vincent ecee eceeana- J. W.
“ William Baker ....__... Treasurer.
“ Chellis S. Browne........ Sceretary

Number of Members.... cueuee--- 26.
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GOLDEN RULE LODGE, No. 8, STANSTEAD, C. E.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday on or preceding each Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
V. W. Br. H. J. Martin......-. W. M.
« « F B, Gustin.._...-. P. M.
« « W, B. Colby......-. S. W,
« « W. C Coppee------ J. W,
“ F, MacKoceneweoeaucn Treasurer.
“ A. D. McFairley.... Secretary.
Number of Members............ 40.

ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, No. 9, ST. CATHARINES, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. William Poe..........-. W. M.
“ « T Parsons ee.. ce--ee--. P. M.
“ Samuel G. Dolson........ S. W.
“ A.Henderson.... .cce-u-- J. W,
“ « P, Parsons .eeeecen oo Treasurer.
“  William MecGhie.... ... Secretary.
Number of Members .. .. ... ._.. 52.

PRINCE EDWARD’S LODGE, No. 10, PICTON, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Thursday preceding Full Moon.

OFFICERS. .
W. Br. C. Smith oo cee. oot W. M.
V. « « D, Barker.... ... ..-. P. M.
“ C,W. Andrews........ S. W.
“ James M.Leonmons.... J. W.
“ Wm. Dougall ........ Treasurer.
“ Robert Ramsay........ Secretary.
Number of Members.... .._..__. 25,

NELSON LODGE, No. 11, CLARENCEVILLE, C. E.
ST. ANDREW’S LODGE, Ne. 12, ST. ANDREWS, C. E.
No returns.

ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, No. 13, MONTREAL, C. E.
Stated Meeting— Tkird Tuesday of every Month.

R. W.Br. A.Bernard.... .__..._. W. M.
« « « P D, Brown ........ P.M.
“ J. C. Spence.......... S.'W.
¢ H.Bulmef............ J. W,
“ D, Moss - ooonunnn Treasurer.
“ A, A Stevenson .... Secretary.

N - n ar
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ST. JOHN’S LODGE, No. 14, LONDON, C. W.
Stated Meeting—Second Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
V. W Br Jas. Moffatt .. .. ........ W. M.
S.P.Ayers._......__. P. M.
“ John J. MacKenzie ... 8. W,
“  William Daniell ._._ . ... J, W,
“ Thomas Allen.......... Treasuru
“o« o« A S. Abbott __...... Secretary.
Number of Members ... ... .__. 04,

ZETLAND LODGE, No. 15, MONTREAL, C. E.
Stated Meeting—Second Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
R. W. Br. John H. Isaacson ...... W. M.
“ John Martin......... S. W.
“ A. Hoffoung ........ J. W,
“ K. MOSS oo aeaaa- Treasurer.
“ William Reed ........ Secreta
Number of Members.__. .... ... 42.

KING SOLOMON'S LODGE, No. 16, TORONTO, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Second Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
R.W.Br. W. H. Miller .2.. .. W. M.
“ « « James E. Smith.__. ___. P. M
“ JI.J.Gear.... cecuuao-- S. W.
“ John C. Griffith.._. .... J. W,
“« W. C. Morrison.... .... Treasurer.
“ John Duck «.c0onanootn Secretary.
Number of Members.... ......-. 110.

LODGE OF STRICT OBSERVANCE, No. 17, HAMILTON.
Stated Meeting— Third Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
. W. Br. Richard Bull .__..... W.M.
« «w «  Johp Usborne ........ P. M.
“« S.G.Patton...o....... S, W,
« J.M. Rogerson........ J.W.

« Ilichard Bemner.... ... Treasurer.

“ Jlenry Grist.__.. ... Secretary.

Number of Members.... ... .... . 7L
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ST. JOHN’'S LODGE, No. 18, CAYUGA, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
V. W. Br. John . Carroll ... _._. wW. M.
« « W, M Mussen........ . P.M.
« T, H. Aikmat ......... S. W,
« B.S. Martin.cce aaee... J.W,
¢ Thomas lester.... ..... Treasurer.
“ ¢« Wm., Mussen........-. Secretary.
Number of Members. ... ... .... 15.

THISTLE LODGE, No. 19, AMHERSTBURGH, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
V. W. Br. William Bungey .... .... W. M.
« « Thomas Salmoni....... P. M.
“ George Gott. ceee - SO W,
“  John Rlsdale ......... J. W,
« Thomas H. Brush..... Treasurer.
“ H. Middleditch.... ._.. Secretary.
Number of Members ... .._ ___. 46.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE, No. 20, HAMILTON, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Third Thursday of every Month.
OFFICERS.

W. Br. W. G. Crawford........ W. M.
“« « J, F. McCuaig .._._.__. P. M.
“ John Austin .....___.__.. S. W.
“ D. Mackintosh ......... J.W.
«  Alfred Booker__..._..... Treasurer.
R. « «  Thomas B. Harris.... ... Secretary.
Number of Members._.._._... ... 57.

ST. THOMAS LODGE, No. 21, ST. THOMAS, C. W.
Stated Mecting—First Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS,
W. Br. Thomas D. Warren ....... W. M.
“ ¢ William J. White. ._. ____ P. M.
“ George Dobson......_._... S. W.
“ Rev. A. St. Geo. Caulfield.. J. W.
“ Daniel Hanvey .__. _____. Treasurer.
“ Samuel A. Ferrin___. _____ Secretary.

Number of Members.... ... ____. 50.
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BRANT LODGE, No. 22, BRANTFORD, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday before Full Moo,

OFFICERS.
V. W. Br. R. Henwood........... W. M.
“ o« « C R Wilkes.......... P, M.
“ MW, Pruyn_._...__.._. S. W,
“ T¥.H. Leonard .__..___. J.W.
“ Henry Yardington.... _. Treasurer.
V. W. “ C R.Wilkes.__....... Secretary.
Number of Members.___.___.._.. 63.
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GREAT WESTERN LODGE, No. 23, WINDSOR, C. W.

WELLINGTON LODGE, No. 24, DUNVILLE, C. W

SHEFFORD LODGE, No. 25, WATERLOO, C. E.

Ww.

Stated Meeting— Thursday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. George Duncan.... ........ W.M.
“ « Thomas Perkins......_... P. M.
“ James Forbes.._......... S. W,
“ Thomas N. Johnson....... J. W,
*  William B. Herons_.___.... Treasurer.
“ George Gilkes.._. .._..... Secretary.
Number of Members.._.......... 50.

Stated Meeting—Monday preceding Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Danicl MceSwain - . ...... W. M,
« « Pavid Melndoe e ave oot P. M.
“  James Scholefield.__. .... S. W,
“ Henry Penny............ J.W.
«  Samuel Cornick ... ...... Treasurer.
“ N.L. Holmes.........__. Secretary.
Number of Members. .. ... ... 32.

Stated Meeting—First Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
Br. M. Mitchell . ..o oo - WU ML
« H, L. Robinson ... ......... P. M.
“ Benjamin Savage ... ... ... S. W.
* George C. Robinson._........ J. W.
* Daniel Taylor .. c... ... ... Treasurer.
“ J, RobinSon .eeeeccecace acnn Secretary.

Number of Members.__..... ... 14.
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VAUGHAN LODGE, No. 26, MAPLE, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Tuesday on or after Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. James Woods..-. ... _-__. W. M.
“ James Dick cceevernneen. S. W,
“ TRobert Moore. .- cecccaa- J W,
“ Joseph Noble......_...... Treasurer.
“ C.I.Sweetapple.... .c.... Secretary.
Number of Members. . . .oce.... 28.

HARMONY LODGE, No. 27, BINBROOK, C. W,
Stated Meeting— Monday after the Full Moon.

OFFICERS,
W.Br. J. Taylor.... ... cao..... W. M.
“ John Brown...._ ... ..... S. W.
“ Reuben C. Taylor ........ J. W,
“ Hiram Cook ... ... ._... Secretary.
Number of Members ...._._..... 12.

WELLINGTON LODGE, No. 28, STRATFORD, C. W.
Stated Meetings— First and Third Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W Br. Alexander B. Orr .._..... W. M.
“ R, H. Lee cocecn...... P. M,
“ o« Walter Oliver - .ceeonnan S. W,
“ E.F.Ryerson............ J. W,
“ James Woods._ .. ooo..... Treasurer.
“ John E. Lee....._..._.. Secretary.
Number of Members ... ... .... 31.

HOYLE LODGE, No. 29, LACOLLE, C. E.
Stated Meeting—Second Tuesday of each Month.

OFFICERS,
. W.Br. Thomas Kemp............ W. M.
“ Robert Douglass .._..... S. W,
¢ Thomas S. Haynes ..__.... J. W.
“ Henry Wilson._......_... Treasurer.
“ William H. Vanolict....... Secretary,

Number of Members.___.._.._... 18.
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ACACIA LODGE, No. 30, HAMILTON, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Third Friday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
R. W. Br. W. C. Stephens.__.._.. W. M.
“  Thomas Duggan.__. .... S. W,
“ ¢« « Thomas B. Harris .... J. W.
“ o« ¢ William Bellhouse. ... .. Treasurer,
“ F. J. Rastrick ........ Secretary.
Number of Members ... ........ 20.
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ST. ANDREW’S LODGE, No. 31, CALEDONIA, C. W.

Stated Meeting— Wednesday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W Br. William A. Spooner.... W. M.
“ William McPherson .... P. M.
“ ¢« Joseph Cornick, Jr. .... S, W,
«  Zacheus B.Choate ........ J. W,
“ JamesB. Holden.._. .. . Treasurer.
“  Joseph B. Choate........ Secretary.
Number of Members ... .__..._. 33.

KILWINNING LODGE, No. 32, LONDON, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Third Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.

W. Br. William Muir._...._...... W. M.
“ # William John Chambers.... P. M.

“ D. McDonald._.......... S. W.

“ D. Mclnnes ............ J. W.

“ R. C Macfiecc_cvaunao-. Treasurer.

“ John Harrison .__._._._._ Secretary.
Number of Members........ ... 42.

REHOBOAM LODGE, No. 33, TORONTO, C. W.

Stated Meeting—First Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br, Edward R. O’Brien.... .... W. M.
R.W. ¢ George L. Allen ... ._.. P. M.
“ Willian Henry Pardy.... 8. W,
“ George P. Lawder.._. .... J. W.
“ John Maughan .._.___._ Treasurer.
“ James R. Boyd .....__. Secretary.

Number of Members .oe......... 34.
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JACQUES CARTIER LODGE, No. 34, MONTREAL, C. E.
Stated Meeting— Third Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.

V. W. Br. John W. Haldimand.... W, M.
“  Leander Franchere--.. S. W.
¢ Radolphe Laflamme.... J. W,
¢ James Phillips.._.._._. Secretary.
Number of Members .oz oco. ... 22.

-~

-~

ST. FRANCIS LODGE, No. 35, MELBOURNE, C. E.
Stated Meeting—First Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
V.W. Br. W. H. Fowler............ W. M.
“  George H. Napier ... .... S. W,
“ W, AtkinS weee ceme eaan . J. W.
“ W, C Tait eooeaeee...... Treasurer.
“ Stephen B. Dean.. . _.... Secretary.
Number of Members.... ... .__. 29.

ST. JOHN'S LODGE, NO. 86, INGERSOLL, C. W.
Stated Meeting—First Thursday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. John Galliford .... .... .__. W. M.
“ « John Patterson .._....... S. W,
“ John Furseman ._........ J. W.
“ C. Parkhurst.__.___._.... Treasurer.
“ William J. McKenzie..... Secretary.

Number of Members

KING LODGE, No. 37, KING, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Friday on or before Full Moon.

OFFICERS.

W Br. JLA Fisher ... ......... W.M.
“ James Bowman ... ....... P. M.

“ ¢« Jsaac Smelsor.... . ... ... S. W

“ William Watson

“ TR Treasurer,
“  Alexander McPhee ... ___. Secretary,

Number of Members............ . 18,
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VICTORIA LODGE, No. 38, SHERBROOKE, C. E.
Stated Meeting—Second Monday of every Month.

OFFICERS.

W.Br. HH T. Maclin.cooveeeoo_. W. M.

“« JoS. Walton. - oL oo P. M.

“« A.P.Ball oL oo .. S.W,

“ G.C.GOSS coneceee e LW,
“ o« JOS, Walton eoen oo ... Treasurer.

“ R. L. Harvey .. ........ Secretary.
Number of Members ... oo .__. 27.

ALMA LODGE, No. 39, GALT, C. W.
Stated Meeting—Second Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Norman Booth. __. ... ._.. W.M.
« « Hiram Fulford .. ... ... P. M.
“«  Emelius Trving ..o oo .0 S W,
« Louis Willium Dessauer.. J. W,
< John Davidson .... .... .. Treasurer.
« AT . H. Ball...... .._... Secretary.
Number of Members............ 33.

ST. JAMES’ LODGE, No. 40, MAITLAND, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Monday on or nearest Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. George C. Longley . .o.. W. M.
“  William Garvey .- - - S. W,
“ John Morey «eceoccn---. J.W.
Number of Members ... .c.co--- 12.

KING HIRAM LODGE, No. 41, TILLSONBURG, C. w.
Stated Meeting—Last Wednesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Thomas Hardy -.-------- W. M.
« Johm M. Ault. oeeeaco-- S. W.
« o«  William Andrews.....-.- J. W.
“  Roger Olmstead ... ---- Treasurer.

« Allan McLean .. ...... . Secretary.
Number of Members.. .. ........
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ALBION LODGE, No. 42, NEWBURY, C. W.
Stated Meeting— First Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Daniel Graves_... «....... W. M.
“ George Clarke.... ... ... J. W,
“ Amos A. Wright........ J.W.
“ George B. Secord ........ Treasurer.
“ A, W. Gamble .. ... ._.. Secretary.
Number of Members ............ 8.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE, No. 43, DELAWARE, C. W.
Stated Meeting—First Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS,.
W.Br. John Dutton............ W. M.
“ Thomas Cole Waring.._. .. S. W,
*  Andrew Heyward .... .... J. W,
“ Charles 8. Harris.... ... Treasurer.
“ Calvin J. Ladd ........ .. Secretary.
Number of Members .... ....... 1L

ST. JOHN’S LODGE No. 44, PARIS, C. W,
Stated Meeting— First. Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.

W. Br. William Henry Oliver.... W. M.

“ Horace Capron .......... S. W,

“ Daniel M. Lamb......... J. W.
Number of Members............. 10.

BEAVER LODGE, No. 45, STRATHROY, C. W.
Stated Meeting—First Friday after the Full Moon.

OFFICERS.

W. Br. GeorgeMasson .......... W. M.

“ Thomas S.Russell ... .._. S. W.

“ James Murray.......... J. W.
Number of Members....._._.... 11.

CLINTON LODGE, N o. 46, CLINTON, C. W.
Stated Meeting— Wednesday on or after the Full Moon.

OFFICERS.
W. Br. Samuel H. Rance.__...._. W. M.
“ Henry J. Middaugh...... S.W.

“  Alexander M. Macmillan.. J. W.
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RISING SUN LODGE, No. 47, FARMERSVILLE, C. W,
Stated Meeting— Thursday nearest the Full Moon.

OFFICERS.

W. Br. Florence McCarthny .. ... W, M.

Senecea Westburn ... ... S, W,

“ John Kineaid.... ... .__. J.wW.
Number of Members.__. ... ... 10.

WILSON LODGE, No. 45, TORONTO, . W,
Stated Meetiny— Third Tuesday of every Month.

OFFICERS.
R. W. Br. Kivas Tully ... ... W. M.
V. « « % B. Camphell .... S. W.
« H. B. Bostwick .... J. W,
Number of Members. .. ........ 9.

ST. JAMES' LODGE, U. D., ST. MARY'S, €. W.*

OFFICERS.
W. Br. W. T. OVReilly...... ... W. M.
« Teon M. Clenchooo- ... Secretary.

Number of Members.._..... e 14
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PROCEEDINGS
OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GRAND LODGE,
Held at Brantford, on the 14th day of Oclober, 5856.

PRESENT.
M. W. Br. WiLLiam M. WiLsox, Grand Master,
On the Throne.
R. « ¢« The Rev, Dr. Lunpy, as D. G. M.
« « « Rycuarp Buii, as Grand Senior Warden.
“« « C.R. WiLkEs, as Grand Junior Warden.
“ The Revd. St. Geo. CauLrieLp, Grand Chaplain,
* V. “ HEnry Crousg, as Grand Secretary.
“ F. J. Rasrtrick, Grand Superintendent of Works,
“  W. T. Taomas, Grand Organist.
“ « « Ggo. W, PowsLL, Ass. Grand Dir. of Ceremonies.
« ¢ K, Hearuriep, as Grand Pursuivant.
“ Jorx Morrison, Grand Tyler.
The Constitutional number of Lodges being represented, the
Grand Lodge was opened in ample form with solemn prayer.
The representatives and members of the following Lodges were
announced, and requested to take their seats in Grand Lodge.

BRANT LODGE, NoO. 22, G. R.C.

W.Br. C.R. Wilkes, W. M. ; R. Henwood, P. M. ; Curtis, P. M. ;
Mallock,S. W.; Pruyn,J. W.; Cheeseman, Secretary ; Yardington
Treasurer ; Rawlings, D. of C.; Brs. Waterous, Scott, Skinper,
Walker, J. Yardington, Buckwell, Merrigold, MeKerlie, Hardy,
Racey, W. K. Kirby, Walkenshaw,Trip, Gilkison, Leonard, Snoud,
A. Kerby, Whitehead, Waring, Marlett, Boden, J. C. Davis, Orr,
J. H. Rawlings, H. Davis, Duncan.

6T. JOHN’S LODGE, No. 14, G. R.C.
Br. E. Heathfield.

HARMONY LODGE, No. 27, G. R. C.
W. Br. J. Taylor, W. M.

BARTON LODGE, NXO. 3, G. R. C.
Brs. J.Austin; J. McIntyre ; T. Rolston.

STRICT OBSERVANCE, No. 17, 6. R. C.
Br. Henry Grist.
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ALMA LODGE, NO. 37, 6. R. C.
Brs. H. Fulford, Thomas Foxley, Otto Klotz.

UNION LODGE, NO. 4, G. R. C.
Brs. Ger. Masson, I. S. Bushe.

NORFOLK LODGE, No. §, G. R. C.
Brs. F. Jones, Geo. Jackson, Walsh, Groff, Barber, Merrill,
Haycock, Bastlemade.

8T. ANDREW’S LODGE, No. 31, G. R. C.
Brs. J. Cornick, Waltham, Holden, G. Johnson.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE, No. 18, G. R. C.
Br. Parkerton.

WELLINGTON LODGE, No. 28, G, R. C.
Brs. Higgs and Ryerson.

s1. JoBN's LoDGE, No. 20, 6. R. C.
Br. W. T. Thomas.

VISITING BRETHREN FROM
CONSECON LODGE, G. R. E.

Br. J. Podfield.
RICHMOND HILL LODGE, G. R. E.

Br. Ed. Hopkinson.

8T. GEORGE'S LODGE, G. R. E.
Brs. Dutton and E. Heathfield.

8T. DUTHUS LODGE, TAIN, SCOTLAND.
Br. Arthur Harvey.

The M. W. Grand Master informed the Brethren that they were
assembled, pursuant to a circular issued, for the purpose of laying
the Foundation Stone of an Episcopal Church in the Town of
Brantford.

The Brethren repaired to the site of the Church, and the
ceremonies were duly performed by the M. W. Grand Master.

The Brethren re-assembled, and returned to the Lodge Room.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form with solemn

prayer.
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GRAND LODGES OF THE UNITED STATES,

With the date of their organization, the place of meeting of the
Convention, and the number of Lodges represented therein,

State. When Orgacized. Wherel(l.') e(;gjventxon i‘;;,};f,ﬂ%f
1/Massachusetts . .... April 30th,....1783|Boston ........ [eeuuennnns
2 Pennsy]vania_,_.,. ..|June 20th,. ..., 1764 Phlladelphia. seerfesctcasins
3|North Carolina .../[January14th,..1771{Newbern .......0..........
4{Virginia.......... May 6th,...... 1777\ Williamsburg....[......... 5
5|New York........../September 5th.1781|New York City..[, e.......
6 Georgia ........... December 16th,.1786(. .. ..ovvivenesen]ierennnss
7|New Jersey....... December18th,.1786/New Brunswick.|..........
8{South Carolina . ...{March 24th,...1787|Charleston......./ ... 0uuee.
9|Maryland ...........|April 17th,....1787|Baltimore ......|..........

10;Connecticut . ...... July 8th,...... 1789 . oot 15
11|New Hampshire ...|July 8th,...... 1789|Portsmouth .......[..........
12|Rhode Island .....|[June 25th,..... 1791|Providence......[...... .2
18|Vermont.,, ......|October 14th..1794|Rutland ........|..........
14|Tennessee ......... October 14th,. . 1704]. .. .. ... iien]eeneennens
15/Kentucky......... October 13th,. .1800|Lexington.......[.«.ce....-.
16/0hio ... .u ... ... January Tth,...1806{Chillicotte.......I....c. ...
17Delaware ......... June 6th...... 1806 Wilmington .....|..........
18|District of Columbia|December 11th,1811|.................0..........
19|Lovisiana .... .... July 11th,..... 1812/New Orleans....[.........B
20/[ndiana........... January 12th,. . 1818|. ...............[..........
21|Mississippi ........ July 27th,..... 818l e e s
22/Maine ............ June 1st,...... 1820/, . vviiviine v e i
28Missouri .......... April 21st,....1821{St. Louis........[......... 3
24|Alabama.......... June 14th,.. ... 1821 . it e ees
25Michigan ......... June 28th,....... 1826/, . ovveeiiii et
26|Florida ........... July 5th,...... 18301, . ivviieiin v, ces

27(Arkansas ......... February 22nd,.1882). . ... .........0..cv. ...,
28|Texas ............ December —,. . 1837|........ Y P
29(Iinois .... ...... April 6th,..... 1840iJacksonville ... ..|......... 6
30|Wisconsin ........ December18th,.1845 . . . ..... .. .....1..... ....
3lffowa . oovvernnn... January 8th,...1844 Jowa City....... .|......... 4
32|California ......... April 17th,....1850/%an Francisco....|....... ..
33|0Oregon............ August 16th., 1851 Oregon City.....|......... 3
34|Minnesota ......... February 23rd,.1853(S¢t. Paul.........|......... 3
35/Canada,...... .... October 10th,..1855 Hamilton. ,......[..... ... 41
36|Kansas............ March 1%th,...18566!Leavenworth. _ . ...3

Notk.—I1t is desirable that the several Grand Secretaries r
above Table, with the blanks op

properly filled. —Gr. SEc.

] ( epublish the
posite their respective Grand Lodges
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During the Railway celebration and in order to extend a fraternal
welcome to the Masons who had accepted the hospitalities of
the city of Toronto, on the oceasion, King Solomon’s Lodge, in
a true Masonic spirit, invited the visiting brethren to spend
an evening at their elegantly decorated Hall on Church street,
in anticipation of the festival of St. John the Evangelist. The
M. W. G.M. Bro. W. M. Wilson, of Simcoe, being present on
the occasion, the following address was presented, and replied
to by him.

ADDRESS,
To M. W. Br. William Mercer Wilson, G. M.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Worshipful Masters and Brethren,

On behalf of the officers and members of this Lodge, and by command
of the W. M., I bid you a cordial and fraternal welcome.

The occasion which hasinduced you to visit this city, is a subject of much
congratulation to us all, as we are all met to celebrate the completion of
another link of the great Railway chain which is intended to bind the
eastern and western portions of this Province more closely together, and
develop the resources of each to their mutual advantage.

As Masons, we cannot but rejoice that the completion of this link has
more closely united us with our brethren of the *“ Far West” in the United
States. May the iron bond which now unites both countries, be always
indicative of the fraternal union which subsists between us; and may it
always tend to theadvancement of our Order, the developement of Masonic
principles, and the welfare of the craft.

To yourself individuslly, Most Worshipful Grand Master, the officers
and members of King Solomon’s Lodge desire to extend the right hand of
fellowship. As one of the foremost Lodges who have fought for indepen-
dence, we feel proud of having the first opportunity of publicly
acknowledging you as our Grand Master, an honor to which you are not
only entitled on account of your zeal for the attainment of the great
objects which we all have in view, but also on account of your private
worth, and your personal acquaintance with the practical working of the
secrets of our Order, which should always be the test for advancement te
the honors which the craft can bestow. Individually and collectively, we
congratulate you on having attained the honorable distinction which we
thus publicly acknowledge ; and may the Most High give you the wisdom
to guide us to a successful and honorable termination of the struggle in
which we are at present engaged, and which we cannot but feel certain,
will further the great. object which all masons have in view, the diffusion
of Maeonic knowledge and the benefit of freemasonry,

To all visiting brethren King Solomon’s Lodge extends a free, hearty,
cordial and Masonic welcome, both on this and all future occasions,

FRED. C. CAPREOL,
Master of Ceremonies.
Toronto, December 19th, A. L., 5855.
REPLY.

Worshipful Brethren and Brethren of King Solomon’s Lodge of Ancient Fres
and Accepted Masons, Toronto,
1 thank you most heartily for your cordial and fraternal welcome,
Permit me to assure you that it affords me extreme pleasure thus to
meet the officers and brethren of a Lodge already so distinguished, not
only for Masonic knowledge, but also for that zeal in disgeminating the
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true principles of our Order, which always characterizes the members of
a Lodge in whose minds the divine precepts of masonry have taken firm
root.

The opering of the Hamilton and Toronto Railway, which the citizens
of Toronto have thus made the occasion of displaying the most liberal
hospitalities, and which becomes the cause of so many members of the
craft from distant parts being at present congregated in this city, is an
event of the utmost importance to us all, not only in a commercial but
also in asocial point of view.

While this new link in the chain of Railway communication will have
an undoubted tendency materially to increase the prosperity of this
important city, it will also, as you have happily remarked, exert a
beneficial influence on the craft at large, inasmuch as it will unite in still
¢loser communion the scattered members of our Mystic Fraternity.

In thanking you, Brethren, for your kind expressions of congratulation,
on my elevation to the distinguished position I now occupy, I must not
forget to tender to you and to the craft at large my heartfelt felicitations
at the successful issue in which our attemptto forma Canadian Grand
Lodge has resulted.

I rejoice with: you, Brethren, that the long anticipated day has, at
length arrived, when Free Masonry is enabled to assume its proper
position in this noble Province.

Cherish it, I beseech you, as aninstitution admirably adapted to further
the moral and social interests of all who heartily embrace it. Revere it,
as teaching us to know ourselves, and inculeating by beautiful symbols, our
duty to God and Man.

And may the Great Architect of the Universe impress us all with the
solemn truth, that,—whatever our difficultiesin the arduous path of duty,
whatever the gainsayings of those who, as yet, are not of us—our noble
cause will be best promoted by a faithful reliance on Him, and a firm
adherence to the Holy precept,—** In all things, Charity.”

WM. M. WILSON,
G. M.
The Dedication of the new Masonic Hall, leased by the members
of St. Thomas Lodge, formerly Lodge No. 232, G.R. L., now
G. R. Canada. took place in this town on Wednesday evening
23rd January last. Each member was allowed three tickets
so that the friends and acquaintances of all might have an
opportunity of witnessing the ceremony. After the opening
of the Lodge, visitors were admitted, and we were pleased to
see such a numerous assemblage. When all were seated, the
W. M., T. D. Warren, Esq., introduced the M. W. G. M. Bro.
Col. W. M. Wilson, and the Grand Officers of the G. L.
of Canada, to the officers and brethren, and conducted the G.
M. to the East,when Bro. Charles Roe, J. W. read the following
address on behalf of the Lodge:

To the M. W. Bro. Col. Wm. Mercer Wilson, G'rand Master of Masons in
Canada.

M. W. Sir aND BroTHER,—
Itis with feelings of the greatest pleasure, that we, this evening, hail,
welcome, and congratulate you on this, your first appearance amongst us,

and we doso with greater delight, when we recognize in you our first
Grand Master, the object of whose present visit is, to dedicate
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and consecrate ournew Lodge Room ; the reason of such dedication being
our great prosperity, and rapidly increasing numbers which render it

absolutely necessary that weshould have greater spacein which to transact
our business.

When this Lodge was first opened in June, 1852, it only numbered eight,
its chartered members; now, after a lapse of three years, number upwards
of fifty ; notwithstanding the many difficulties which we have had to
contend, public opinion having been most decidedly adverse to the
establishment of Free Masonry in St. Thomas ; but nevertheless, the Lodge
went on, gradually strengthening in numbers, respectability and influence
so much so, that at present, even the appearance of opposition acd dislike
bas altogether vanished from the public mind. This success we do not
attribute to our own management, but to the grand principles of Free
Masonry, which if carried out in their true spirit, must prosper in any
community.

It is unnecessary for us to refer to the great benefits that must arise to
the craft in this Province by the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada,
free to act in all cases where a movement is necrssary for the good of the
Order in any particular loeality, thus doing away with the necessity of
sending to Great Britain; where delay, andin some instunces, almost total
neglect of theapplication has been the consequence. Still, however much
we may be satisfied with the attainment of that for which wehave long
wished, we cannot but feel a certain regret at our severance from the parent
Lodge, and we shall always have that proper respect for, and attachment
to her interests, which should ever be the case, considering our umniversal
bond of brotherhood.

Allow us again, Most Worshipful Sir and Brother, to express our gratifica-
tion and happiness at your appearance here this evening, an event, we are
certain that will long be remembered by each of us with the most kind
and brotherly feelings, and hoping to have the pleasure at an early day of
again welcoming you, we are, Most Worshipful Sir and Brother,

Yours fraternally,
T. D. WARREN,
W. M.

On behalf of the members of St. Thomas Ledge.
8t. Thomas, January 23, 1856.

To which the Grand Master was pleased to make the following reply :
WorsaIPFUL SIR AND BRETHREN—

I thank youmost heartily for your kind and fraternal welcome. I
congratulate you, brethren, upon the auspicious event which has this day
brought us together, as it affords a pleasing proof of the present prosEerlgy
of our Order in this rapidly increasing town. I regret to observe that in
the course of your zealous efforts to advance the interests of Free Masonry
in this place, that you have had to contend against public opinion, but

ermit me to remind you brethren, that the remedy is in your own hands.

et your exemplary conduct, your zeal in the support and defence of the
civil and religious liberties of your country, your steady and unwearied
efforta to promote harmony and good will among your fellowmen, command
that respect for our time-honoured institution to which it is entitled ; by
pursuing this course,

“ You'll dissipate each dark and threatening cloud,
That prejudice and calumny can raise.

By radient probity of heart and life,

And persevering deeds of love and peace.”
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For rest assured, that while we evince in practice those principles we
profess in theory, our beloved institutiou will “ have a good report of all
men.” I cordially unite with you, brethren, in your expression of warm
attachment, and of respect and veneration for the Grand Lodges of Great
Britain, and I trust that nothing will ever occur to mar the harmony which
has o long existed between the Masons of this Province, and their bretbren
on the other side of the Atlantic. The establishment of a Grand Lodge, in
a Province nearly three times larger than Great Britain, in which no
Grand Lodge claimed exclusive jurisdiction, should neither excite anger,
nor incur reproach; on the contrary, it muet, in my opinion, have a
tendency to remove many of the difficulties under which the fraternity
have so long labored, and will eventually be the means of ensuring a still
warmer feeling of fraternal regard towards those august bodies to which
we have so long looked up, as the fountains of Masonic learning and virtue,
and from whom we will ever proudly assert our descent.

WM. M. WILSON,
St. Thomas, 23rd January, 1856. G. M.

The following address, was presented to Col. Wm. M. Wilson,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, on the occasion of
his visit to Brant Lodge, in January last, and his reply thereto.

To W . MercER WiLson, Esq., Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Ancient
and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons, of the Province of
Canada.

Most WorsaIPFUL SIR :—

We, the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of Brant Lodge, working
uuder a dispensation of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Canada, beg
most respectfully and fraternally to greet you, and to express our high
uppreciation of the honor conferred upon us by this official visit ; and
feeling satisfied that the greatchanges that have recently taken place—
which we believe to be highly beneficial to the Craft in this country—will
be firmly maintained for the future prosperity of our fraternity, who in
showing their wisdom in effecting these changes, have manifested their
sagacity perhaps in a greater degree in selecting yourself, Most Worshipful
Sir, to guide, inatruet, and control the energies of the Craft in this Province.

It is unnecessary for us to mention to you, Most Worshipful Sir, the
many necessities which demand the erection of a Grand Lodge in Canada;
but there is one benefit which we, doubtless, shall derive from it, and to
which we look forward with great interest; it is that of uniformity of
working in all Lodges which will so much enhance our happiness as well as
our uscfulness, and which we trust, will soon be diffused through all the
l.odges in this country, under the asble instruction of our Grand Lodge,
whose officers are so eminently qualified to promote soimportant an objeet.

Furthermore, Most Worshipful Sir, permit us to express a hope that no
effort will be wanting to induce those Lodges, which have not already
done 20. to give in their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Canada, thereby
cementing our Masonic Temple into one compact whole, securing that
strength so much required to withstand the attacks of the ignorant and
malicious,

In conclusion, accept, Most Worshipful Sir, this testimony of our high
esteem, and our prayers to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, to
watch overand protect you, and to continne to shower on you the blessings
of His light and wiadom.

Dated at Brantford, this 25th day of January, A. L. 5856.

D. CURTIS, Jr., W. M,
J. SKINNER, 8. W,
T. CuxesmaN, Secretary. GEO. W. MALLOCH, J. W.



APPENDIX. viil.

REPLY.
WorenrpruL S1r & BRETHREN—

For your kind and fraternal address I most sincerely thank you.

It affords me extreme pleasure thus to meet the Brethren of Brant Lod ge,
many of whom I have long known and esteemed both as men and Masons.

The formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the circumstances
connected with that event, will ever be considered as the most important
epoch in the Masonic history of this Province; the pecessity of that
movement none can dispute, and the beneficial effects which must flow
from the establishment of a Canadian (irand Lodge will, I trust, soon be
spparent to the Masonic world.

Among the many important matters which have come under the
consideration of your Grand Officers, there isnone which has received
more careful attention and consideration, than the subject to which you
specially allude in your address, a uniformity of working in all the Lodges
hailing from our Grand Lodgeis of the first importance, and I indulge in
the hope that this object of your wishes will ere long be attained.

1 observe with pleasure, Brethren, the truly Masonic spirit expressed in
your Address, with reference to those members of our mystic fraternity,
who havenot as yet recognized our Grand Lodge, or affiliated with us;
and I most cordially and sincerely unite with you in the hope, that the day
is not far distant when every Mason in Canada will acknowledge but one
supreme Masonic authority, and the only strife, or rather emulation existing
among them will be, “ who can best work, and best agree.”

I remark with pleasure, and congratulate you, Brethren, upon the
evidences of prosperity everywhere displayed in this rapidly improving
and beautifully situated town, and entertain no doubt, but that when your
great Railway schemes are more fully developed, Brantford will assume
that position to which her natural advantages, entitle her; and in connection
with this, I also warmly congratulate you upon the prosperous condition in
which Ifind your Lodge, and most sincerely do I hope that you, both
collectively and individually, may continue to flourisk, your union to
strengthen, and your happiness to abound. ] ]

For the highly complimentary remarks contained in your address, and
directed to me personally, I thank you. The dlsnngmsped 'pOSlthI.l to
which the favourable opinion of the members of the Craftin this Province
has raised me, brought with it great responsibility, and many important
duties ; prompted by an ardentlove for the Royal Aré—actuated by a firm
determination to exert to the utmost mmy humble abilities, in order to
perfect and secura the great object we all have in view. and in humble
dependence also upon the assistance of the G. A. 0. T. U., I accepted the
office of Grand Master, and trust to be enabled to discharge the duties
connected with it, with credit and advantage to the Craft at large.

WM, M. WILSON,
Brantford, 26th January, A. L. 8856. G. M.
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The Brethren of the Eastern Section of the Province, hailing
from the Grand Lodge of Canada, have been gratified by a
recent visit from the M. W, the Grand Master, Bro. W. M.
Wilson. That illustrious Bro. arrived at Montreal on
Wednesday the 17th Sept. 1856. On the following evening a
Special meeting of Zetland Lodge was called to receive the
G. M., at which the members of the other Lodges were
invited to attend. The Lodge-room was much crowded on
the occasion. R. W. Bro. P. D. Brown, D. D. G. M. for
the District of Montreal, presented Bro. Willson with the
following Address :—

Col. Win. Mercer Wilson, Grand Master of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Canada.

MosT WoRSHIPFUL 315t AND BROTHER,—

The Masons of Montreal, in connection with Lodges under your
jurisdiction, have done me the honor of entrusting to we the pleasing duty
of extending to you a cordial weleome to our City and Lodges on the
occasion of this your first official visit.

We heartily congratulate you upen having been placed at the head of
that body of Masons in this Province, which will ever stand a monument
of the zeal and honest enterprize of the many genuine craftsmen in Canada
and, at the same time consider the fraternity exceedingly fortunate in
having selected one whose official career thusfar has proved him to be so
eminently qualified to occupy that high and honorable position.

The harmony and prosperity which prevail throughout the eraft under
your jurisdiction, as well as the genural favor with which the Grand Lodge
of Canada is regarded throughout the Masonic world, are in a great
measure attributable to the zeal, the indomitable perseverence, and the
truly masoric character of your administration, and are to us sources of
just pride and of great pleasure.

On behalf of the brethren of Montreal, 1 tender to you a most sincere
and hearty welcome to our city, our Lodges, our homes, and our hearts.—
May you long live to confer upon the craft the benefits of your distinguished
talents and assiduous labours, and to enjoy the honors you have so justly
earned. T have the honor to be.

Yours fraternally,
P. D. BROWN,
District D. G. M.
Montreal, September 18, 1856.
REPLY.
To P. D. Brown, Esq., District Deputy Grand Master, Montreal.
Rieur WorsBIPFUL S1k AND BroTEER—

I have much pleasure in conveying through you to the Masons of
Montreal my sineere thanks for the kind and fraternal welcome with which
they have received me, on this my first visit to their important and
rapidly improving city.

The members of the craft in this Province, have, indeed, much reason
to congratulate themselves upon the result of their unwearied efforts in the
sacred cause of masonry—that apathy and indifference (the natural
consequence of insufficient and careless masonie legislation) which, for so
many years, has characterized the Canadian members of our mystic
fraternity, has now given place to a deep and lively interest in masonic
affairs, and has also secured the general and zealous co-operation of the
fraternity.
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The many gratifyiog recognitions which the Grand Lodge of Canada
has already received from her sister Grand Lodges, affords conclusive
evidence, (if such were wanting) not only that our position is correct, but
that our course also has been masonic. Ivegret, however, to remark, that
there are still a number of our brethren, who, as yvet, do not unite with
us in our earnest endeavours to promote what we conceive to be the
interests of masonry, Ilook forward, however. with pleasing anticipations
to the period when the whole craft of this noble Province, will be united
under the broad banner of our Grand Lodge, and the only strife, or rather
emulation existing amongst us, will be—who shall best work and best
agree. In order to arrive at this consummation of our ardent wishes, we
must never omit to evince, both by our conversation and by our practice,
that we are in reality guided by those great principles which form the
very basis and bond of our union, those great eardinal virtues—
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.

For the kind and highly flattering remarks contained in your Address,
having special reference to my personal services, Ithank you; my most
anxious wish has ever been to see our Grand Lodge maintain with dignity,
and discharge with efficiency, the important duties of her high position,
snd should my humble services contribute in the slightest degree to that
great end, I will be abundantly repaid for all iny exertions, by the feeling
that T have honestly and faithfully discharged the onerous duties entrusted
to me by the craft, and that Thave by these means secured, what I value
most highly, the approbation of my brethren,

May the G. A. O. T. U. bless your labours abundantly, may your Lodges
continue to flourish, your union to strengthen, and your happiness to
sbound. WM. M. WILSON,

-Montreal, September 15, 1856. G. M.

M. W. Brother Wilson, Grand Master, accompanied by Brother
Bernard. DD. G, M., and Bro. Browniug. of the Ottawa Hotel,
Montreal, visited Golden Rule Lodge, Stuustead, C. E., on the
22nd Sept. 1856.  Notwithstanding the unfavorable state of
the weather, the attendance was large and highly respectable.
and the proceedings extremely interesting.  The reception of
the Grand Officers by the brethren of Stanstead. was most
cordial, and the work exhibited in the first degree very correct
and impressive.  Onr highly esteenied and venerated Brother
Gustin,the charter-master of the lodge—under whose fostering
care it has existed nearly half a century—delivered to the .
M. and the D, G M, the tollowing address

Moat Worshipful Grand Master and Right Worshipful Deputy Grand
Maater.

It ix with unusual difidence that I attempt to express to you the lively
emotions and peeuliar sensations which inepire the breasts of the officers
and brethren of Golden Rule Lodee on this' uew and interesting occasion.

New, as being the fir<t instance. since the organization of this lodge in
1814, a period of forty-1wo years or more, that its hall has been horored
by the prescnce of any officer of the Grand Lodge under which it was
holden, and but seldom favored with familiar and fraternal written
communications exceeding the ordinary requirements of regular returns
and prompt payment of dues. L

Interesting as, inspiring high bopes and fond aunticipations, and, atthe
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same time,affording assurances that we are now attached to an independent
head, whose guardian care, and paternal solicitude for the prosperity and
well-being of its suberdinates are by this visit ostensibly manifested. To
behold the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Independent Grand Lodge
of Canada, after devoting time and treasure in travelling south and west,
securing friendly relations, for the benefit of the craft in Canada; and
like masters of ancient days, *in pursuit of a more perfect mode of work.”
Here, to-day, we meet him in the east, some eight hundred miles from
home, with his faithful coadjutor, the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand
Master, solely for the purpose of visiting and inspecting the work of a
poor, humble, unpretending lodge of freemasons; who, after strugglin

through long years of adversity, its means exhausted by the continua
exorbitant demands of the former Grand Lodge, has little to offer in return
except the pure incense of devoted hearts. To us this kind and unmerited
attention of our Grand Officers seems auspicious of better days, and
proclaims in unmistakeable terms that a new era has dawned upon the
history of masoury in Canada.

To the uninitiated these zealous labors of distinguished and eminent
men, declare emphatically that freemasonry is something more than a mere
nominal institution; that it is not wholly confined to the individual benefit
of its members, butis wisely calculated to exert a salutary influence
throughout the different departments of civilized life—the expansion of
intellect, refinement of taste, improvement of morals, cultivation of the
social virtues, alleviation of distress, drying the widows tears, and
succouring the helpless orphans, being among its legitimate objects.

Notwithstanding this is the first personal visit with which Golden Rule
Lodge has been honored, yet she has been favored with many friendly
epistolary communications from the Right Worshipful D. G. Master, and
has witnessed with satisfaction his planting the germs of masonry around
our borders, which under his fostering care we hope and trust will soon
produce fruits demonstrating the vitality of the order.

We fear that in your extensive circuit throughout the province yon will
involuntarily arrive at the conclusion, that, while masonry bas achieved
much, an extensive field is still open, requiring its active and energetic
operations ; and while you find many things to cheer and induce patience
and perseverence,you will on the other hand meet with frequent obstruction
rendering your path rugged and your sojourning wearisome; you will
undoubtedly *find the mason in temple, in many instances defiled by the
thelips of the profane, uttering the sacred name of deity without reverence
orrespect?!! While from its walls you will percei‘re, now and then, a
loose stone projecting from its sides indicating an untimely downfall; and
even our ground floor or mosaic pavement on which we tread, in many
parts, exhibits & soiled surface ; and sorry I am to say, even alchoholic
stains; while the rage of party polities, religious dissensions, and bitter
sectarian animosities threaten an invasion of the most holy place.

Under your wise and skilful guidance it is the work of masonry to
restore its primitive order and beauty ; to thoroughly cleanse the sanctuary;
cast out and purify, till every lodge under your extensive jurisdiction can
proudly chant—

 Hail mysterious, glorious science,
That to discord bids defiance,
Harmony alone reigns here,
Let us sing to him who raised us,
From the rugged paths that ’mazed ua.
To the light that we revere.”

We are not insensible ot the arduous task and high responsibilities
devolving on you as head of the craft in Canads, still we trust your course
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will be upward and enward ; and we shall consider ourselves fortunate if,
in our humble sphere with our limited means, we can become co-workers
with you in elevating the character of freemasonry in this Province, t a
high and prominent stauding, securing 1t an extension and rendering it a
lasting and perpetual blessing, to be transmitted as such to succeeding and
remote generations.

To you Most Worshipful and R. W. Sirs, is intrusted the accomplishment
of this grand design. And, as Solomon, King of Israel, and Hiram, King of
Tyre, by their united wisdom aud masterly skill, erected that superb
model of excellence which immertalized their names—so may your united
labor on the mystic temple—prosecuted with energetic zeal, and impres-
sively enforced both by precept and example prove equally successful.—
May you long live to behold it in a finished state, reflecting from its gilded
sides, in brilliant beams the pure rays, profusely shed, of the great lights
of masonry ; while numerous Masonic Halls reverberate with the loud
laudatory cemmendations of your amiable, distinguished, and exemplary
course. And finally, having faithfully wrought out for ourselves a erown
of glory, bearing the pious inscription of “ Holiness to the Lord,” while
your virtues shall still live on perpetual record,—may your venerated
names descend to posterity like the *‘rich perfumes of sweet smelling
savor.”

The reply of the Grand Officers was very warmly received. After the
Lodge had been closed in due and ancient form, the Brethrenrepaired with
their guests to the Hotel of Bro Winn—where an excellent supper awaited
them—to which ‘ ample justice was done.” At low twelve the Brethren
separated, having spent a most delightful evening from which we trust
* profit and pleasure were the mutual result.”

(Copy of a Letter referred to in the Grand Master's Address.)
SimcoE, 22nd June, 1857.

Dzar Bro. RIcHARDSON—

I am much pleased to learn that your Provincial G. L. will meet at
Toronto on the 30th inst., and that some decided step will then be taken,
on the important question of self-government. I most sincerely hope, that
the Brethren on that occasion, will be actuated by no other feeling, than
a degire for the good of the Craft. .

Union is essential to Masonry, and I trust that many days will not be
allowed to pass away, before we can present to the Masonic world a
phalanx of united brethren. Our Grand Lodge will meet at Montreal on
the 8th proximo, and I need scarcely say how delighted I would be, to
meet you and every member of your Grand Lodge on that occasion; you
have many men of sterling ability and sound masomic knowledge among
you, whose services are required, and whose talents are wanted to assist in
building our great Masonic Temple in this Province. For my own part, 1
shall never rest satisfied until every good Mason in Canada is united
under one banner; and I am happy in the belief thatthese sentiments are
becoming more general, and that the members of the craft, almost
universally, are now desirous of forgetting the past, and of becoming
more united for the future. Waiting with much anxiety the result of your
meeting, but relying upon the triumph of sound Masonic principles.

' I continue,
Dear Bro. Richardson,
Very truly and fraternally yours
WM. M. WILSON
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P, 8.—I had just finished my short letter to you, when the April and
May numbers of the “ London Free Mason’s Magazine” arrived, and
although I had previously heard the result of the March meeting, yet, I
was glad to have an opportunity of reading an account of the proceedings
in extenso. You must of course perceive that the Grand Lodge of England,
has reached their utmost limit, in the way of concessions to the Canadian
Craft, and I much mistake the character of the Brethren if they will rest
satisfied with the extorted boons which are now so tardily proferred for
their acceptance. As to the G. L. of England authorizing the formation
of a Grand Lodge in Canada, or even promising to recogrnize one when
established—the hope may be at once abandoned. No principle in
Masonry is better understood or more generally received than this—thata
Grand Lodge cannot create a Grand Lodge—the proposition is too evident
to require argument. Ido hope, therefore, (and God knows the sincerity of
my wishes in this matter) that the Brethren generally, will unite with us
in our honest endeavours to establish Masonry in Canada on that basis, and
in that position, to which it is justly entitled. We have taken the initiative
in the matter, and after overcoming many difficulties, we have at length
succeeded in placing the Graud Lodge of Canada, in such a position before
the Masonic world, that I think every Canadian Mason, should feel an
honest pride in being enrolled under her banner. An union of the whole
Craft would at once settle and decide the matter, with those Grand
Lodges who still delay their recognition,and I honestly believe that England
would not be the last to do so.

You may have observed in the printed proceedings of our last Grand
Lodge meeting, that a Committee, consisting of the D, D. G. M’s. and others
had been appointed by me to examine and report upon the “ work” of
the various Lodges under our jurisdiction, with a view to the adoption of
an uniform system ; I have hitherto delayed calling the members of the
Committee together, indulging in the hope, that an Union was at hand,and
that a matter of such grave importance would be more satisfactorily
settled after than before this desirable event. It appears to me, (and I
write you thus frankly, because I believe that both you and our much
esteemed Dro. Ridout, are actuated by motives similar te my own) that nc
delay should now take place in declaring the intentions of the Provincial
Grand .Lodgg ; many difficulties, at present latent and perhaps unforeseen
but which might eventually spring up, would by speedy action, be obviatec
and much useless argument, and possible unpleasantness, avoided.

The division which has taken place amongst us, has made no change it
the friendly feelings I have ever entertained towards those Brethren, wit}
whom I was so long and happily associated, and all I request from then
is, that they will give me, and those with whom I act, credit for the sam«
honesty and integrity of purpose, they claim for themselves—a claim
which I cheerfully concede to them.

Again I have much plessure in subseribing myself,

As very sincerely yours,
WM. M. WILSON.
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(Copy of the Address referred to in the Report of Committee of Correspondence at page81,)

———e

ADDRESS

@he Grand Lodge of Free and Becepted Flusons,
OF CAINADA,

TO THE

dnited Grand Lodge of Free wnd Acceptel Hasons of Gnglamy.

To the Most Worshipful the Grand Muster, the Right Worshipful
the Deputy Qrand Master, the Grand Officers, and Drethren
of the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Englund,

We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Officers and Brethren, of
the Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,
With sincere respect and fraternal regard,

SEND GREETING,

The Freemasons of Canada, to the number of forty-one Lodges, having
united in the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canada (as you have
doubtless already been informed,) we feel it our first duty to lay before
you, as the parent to whom the majority of eur members owe their Masonie
existence, a full explanation of the circumstances which dictated, and the
course we pursued in taking, a step, which, while it determines the rule of
the Grand Lodge of England over us, as Lodges, we confidently believe
will not sever, and we earnestly trust will not weaken, that Holy Bond of
Brotherhood so long existing between us, as Masons.

In offering these explanations, we feel assured, by the purity of the
motives by which we were actuated, and the justness of our cause, that
we shall not ask from you in vain, that generous, and truly Masonic
consideration which has ever distinguished the Grand Lodge of England.

The absence in this Province of that progress in our Masonie Art which
has invariably attended the existence of duly constituted Lodges in every
other country, had long been a source of unfeigned sorrow to all zealous
Canadian Free Masons, who observed with deep regret that the advance-
ment of the order was by no means commensurate with the rapid
improvement which marked every other branch of the social and political
economy of this neble Province. .

The principal influences which retarded the progress of Masonry in
Canada cannot be better described than by the following extracts from a
circular, on the subject, issued by the Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 833,
R.E., of the City of Hamilton, in the Month of Septemberlast.

Adverting to the alleged grievances suffercd by the craft it is there
stated :—

“The first und most important is, the diversity of interests and the
want of harmony in action and in working, resulting from the growth in
the Province, of Lodges hailing from the Grand Lodges of different
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Countries, thus perpetuating loecal and national feelings and prejudices,
and conflicting interests, and consequent estrangement of affection, amongst
the brethren of an Order that knows no country and is confined to no race.

“The second is, the manifest injustice of Lodges in this Province being
required, out of their limited means, to contribute to the acecumulated
funds of the Grand Lodge of England, in addition to having to support a
Provincial Grand Lodge—and especially as the great proportion of claims
for Masonic assistance that are daily and hourly occurring in this Province,
are made by brethren emigrating from the Mother Country, whilst
instances of Masons leaving this for England, in a position to require such
relief arerar: if they ever occur at all. The Grand Lodge of England
thus doubly tax the Fraternity here by transferring tc these shores
numberless claimants for Mnsonic benevolence, at the same time that they
are receiving from us a portion of our means of affording that assistance.

“The thiri is, the inconvenience arising from the lengthened periods
that must elapse, in consequence of the distance between us and the Grand
Lodge of England, before we can receive replies to our communications,
sanction to our proceedings, warrants, certificates of membership, &e.,
even in cases of emergency, and instances have often occurred of Brethren
being deprived of the privileges of the Craft, by leaving for foreign
countries before the arrival of their certificates—for whick, it must be
borne in mind, they had paid previously to their initiation. This
disadvantage is unavoidable even were the correspondence and remittances
of our Lodges promptly acknowledged and complied with, but which,
unhappily, is far from being the case; important communications having
frequently remained without reply for months, and in some cases for
years, greatly to the inconvenience of the Fraternity here, and
notwithstanding that complaints of such neglect have been repeatedly
represented to the Grand Lodge of England threugh the regular channel
of communieation, and also by resolutions of the Provincial Grand Lodge
through the Grand Registrar of England, they have as yet received no
attention nor redress—a neglect highly discourteous towards the Masons
of Canada, and seriously injurious to the general interests of the Craft.

“The last, but in our estimation, by no means the least of the alleged
grievances, is the appointment of our Provincial Grand Master by the
Grand Master of England, which virtually leaves the appointment in the
hands of the Masons of England—who, at a distance of near 4000 miles,
may reasonably be expected to be practically ignorant of the social
position and requirements of the Craft in Canada—and inasmuch as the
Provincial Grand Officers are nominated by the Provineial Grand Master,
the efficiency or inefficiency of the administration of our affairs depends
entirely upon the eligibile or ineligible selection of a Provineial Grand
Master made for us by the Grand Master of England—and this selection
is made without reference to the opinions of the Fraternity in Canada, as
to the Masonic attainments, zeal or interest in the Craft, and general
qualifications of the nominee, although they would naturally be the best
informed on the subject, and most deeply interested in the result.

* The Provincial Grand Lodge,thus constituted, is placed in the equivocal
position of being irresponsible to, and independent of the Craftin Canada,
whilst experience has shown that body to be unable to secure from the
Grand Lodge of England the attention and respect due to their position as
a Provincial Grand Lodge.”

The sentiments contained in the foregoing extracts were participated in
by the whole of the Masonic Fraternity, with scarcely an individual
exception ; nor were such feelings and convictions of recent formation,
the necessity of establishing a Canadian Grand Lodge, having for many
years occupied the serious consideration of the Brethren; but hailing as
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they .did from different Grand Lodges, and distributed as they were over a
Province extending in length 1,600 miles, and in breadth averaging over
220 miles, being three times as large as Great DBritain and Ireland—the
means of communication, too, being very imperfeet—they had but few
opportunities of meeting together,and much time, therefore, elapsed before
any action was taken in the matter. :

The first important step occurred at a meeting of the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Upper Canada, held in October, A. L., 5852, when, after expressing
the highest respect and esteem for their parent Grand Lodge of England,
a Resolution was unanimously passed, to the effect That 1t is absolutely
necessary for the welfare of Masonry in the Province that anindependent
Grand Lodge should be established, having full power to control the
working and operations of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, and that
all funds accruing from the same should be retained by the said Grand
Lodge, to meet the urgent necessities of the Craft in the Province.

In May, A. L., 5853, the same Grand body (the Provincial Grand Lodge),
adopted and forwarded a Petition to the Grand Lodge of England, which,
after briefly narrating the Masonic history of Western Canada, from the
year 5792, and stating—That the advancement of Masonry had been of a
less cheering nature than the progress of Canada in population,intelligence
and wealth, had warranted them in anticipating, and that their funds
were drained by the constant demands from indigent brethren, emigrants
from Great Britain and Ireland, until they were unable to carry out the
great charitable objects of the Institution—prayed that they might be
allowed to retain all fees arising from the working of the Craft, and also
that the various Lodges under their jurisdiction might be permitted to
clect their own Provincial Grand Master—at thesame time expressing the
belief that if the prayer of their petition were granted, and the Grand
Lodge of England would exert its influence to induce the other Grand
Fodges of Great Britain not to issue any more warrants to Lodges in
Canada, that ere long the whole Craft in the Province would be united in
one harmonious body.

These Petitions and Resolutionshaving elicited no reply from the Grand
Lodge of England, resolutions were passed atsubsequent meetings of the
Provincial Grand Lodge, directing that application be made to the Grand
Lodge of England, first through the Grand Secretary—the regular
channel of communication—and afterwards through the Grand Registrar,
respectfully calling attention to the petitions, and begging that they might
be favored with consideration and some reply. Theseapplications appear
to have been alike unavailing in procuring from the Grand Lodge of
England any consideration of the claims of the Masons of Canada, f_or ata
meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge on the l?th July last, it was
officially announced that no reply had been received from the Grand
Lodge of England to any of these communications. .

Finding that the interests of the Craft in the 'rovince were suffering
with increased severity from the causes of which they had complained—
feeling deeply the uncourteous neglect the petitions and correspondence of
the Provincial Grand Lodge had experienced from the Officers of the
Grand Lodge of England—and believing the Provineial Grand Lodge to
beincapable of obtaining from the Gruud Lodge those concessions which
the position of the Craft rendered indispensible—a very large majority of
the members of the Provincial Grand Lodge were desirous. qf calling a
meeting of all the Canadian Lodges, for the purpose of deciding on and
adopting the correct constitutional course for securing that relief which
the circumstances of their case demanded.

Several resolutions having that object in view were proposed, but the
Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master (presiding) ruled them
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out of ordet, and refused to submit them to the meeting, adjourning the
Provincial Grand Lodge until the next day. L i

In consequence of the refusal of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master
to take the opinion of the Lodge on any of the resolutions proposed, a
numerous meeting of members of the Provincial Grand _Lodge, including
several Provincial Grand Officers, was held after the adjournment of the
Provincial Grand Lodge, and after considering the unsatisfactory position
and prospects of the Craft, and despairing of ever obtaining redress of
their grievances through the intervention of the Provincial Grand Lodge,
a resolution was unanimously passed, calling a meeting of Delegates from
all Canadian Lodges to be held in the City of Hamilton, on the 10th of
October, to consider the expediency of establishing a Grand Lodge of
Canada.

In conformity with that resolution, and in pursuance of a summons
issued to all the Lodges in Canada, the representatives of forty-one Lodges,
hailing from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, assembled
at the Masonic Hall in the City of Hamilton, on the 10th of October,
A. L., 5855. o

Very Worshipful Brother the Rev. F. J. Lundy, D. C. L., Provincial
Grand Chaplain of Upper Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Um(.m
Lodge, Grimsby, No. 494, R. E., was called upon to officiate as Chaplain
during the session of the Convention. . '

The Convention having been inaugurated by- solemn prayer,

Very Worshipful Brother C. Magill, Past Junior Grand Warden of Upper
Canada, and Worshipful Master of the Barton Lodge, Hamilton, No. 733,
R. E., and Mayor of the City, was called upon to preside, and

Very Worshipful Brother T. B. Harris, Past Master of St. John’s Lodge
Hamilton, No. 231, R. I., was requested to act as Secretary.

On the recommendation of a Committee appointed for the purpose, the
rules and regulations for conducting public business, contained in the
Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England, were, mutatis
mutandis, unanimously adopted for the government of the €onvention.

The objects for which the convention was called were introduced with
explanatory observations by the Chairman, who iovited the Brethren
present to express their views on the subject before the meeting freely and
at length.

The Convention was addressed by many of the Brethren, and the several
points of alleged grievance were very fully considered and discussed.

In the course of the debate it was urged, that, however willing the
Grand Lodge of England might be to concede all the points embraced in
the petitions of the Provincial Grand Lodge, the serious inconvenience
arising from the distarce (near 4,000 miles) between Great Britain and
this Province. could not thus be avoided, whilst the establishment of a
Grand Lo_dge of Canada, iu addition to remedying that inconvenience,
would unite as one family the fraternity of the Province, identify the
interests, and assimilate the working of the various lodges, at present
belonging to three distinet jurisdictions,and establish harmony throughout
the Craft.

It was further urged that having a Grand Lodge in the Province would
afford the Lodges a convenience of communication which would greatly
facilitate the business of the Craft—that the amount of dues that would be
saved by having but one Grand Lodge to support would materially
increase their benevolent resources—and that a Grand Lodge, with officers
annually elective by the Masons of Canada, would secure due attention to
the interests of the Fraternity, and elevate Freemasonry in Canada to a
position of prosperity. influence, and utility,under any other cireumstances
far beyond its capabilities.
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It was also urged that amoogst the numerous and intelligent body of
Masons 1n the Province, the requisite talent and devotion to the welfare of
the Craft may. at all times be found, to conduct an efficient administration
of the atfairs of Freemasonry in Canada, and that the necessities of the
Fraternity require that they should assume a position of self-goverument.

The feeling of the Covention being manifestly so strongly in favor of the
establishment of an independent Grand Lodge, a Committee, composed of
those Brethren whose Masonic knowledge and general ability had
distinguished them as the best qualified for the faithful and efficient
performance of so important a duty, was appointed to investigate all
available Masonic authorities for precedents applicable to the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the case. The result of their researches was a recommenda-
tion for the immediate formation of a Grand Lodge of Canada. This recom-
mendation, with the full and explanatory report, of the Committee, having
received from the brethern that calm and grave consideration which the
serious importunce of the subject demanded, it was felt that, however pain-
ful it might be to them thus to sever the link which had so long bound
them to their parent Grand Lodges of Great Britain and lreland, and sin-
cerely as they felt, and readily acknowledged, the duty they owed to those
parent Grand Lodges, they felt that they owed s still higher duty to
Freemasonry, whose best interests were at stake, and whose prosperous
existence in the Province imperatively required that immediute separation.

It was thereon solemuly resolved—

Tuar in order to apply a remedy to these evils,—to form perfect fraternal
union, and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and
promote the general velfare of the Craft, and secure to the Fraternity of
Canada all the blessings of Masonic privileges; it is expedient, right, and
our bounden duty to form a Grand Lodge of Canada.

It was then on motion unanimously resolved,

That the Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,
be and is hereby formed upon the Antient Charges and Constitution of
Masonry.

A Committee was then appointed to prepare rules and regulations for the
government of the Grand Lodge of Canada; and a temporary code having
been submitted and approved, the Grand Lodge proceeded to the election
of Grand Master and Grand Officers. V. W. Bro. W. M. Wilson, Past
Giraud Senior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada and
W. M. of Nurfolk Lodge, Simcoe, C. W., Neo. 500, R. E., was elected Grand
Mastor, and V. W. Bro. A. Bernard, Past Grand Junior Deacon of the
Provineciai tirand Lodge of Montreal and William Ilenry, Lower Cabada,
and W. M. of St.George’s Lodge, Moutreal, C. E., No.643, R. E., was elected
Deputy Grand Master, and Brethren of acknowledged Masonic ability,
were elected and appointed Grand Officers.

Commiitiees were then appointed to conduct the general business of the
Graud Lodge, and the Convention was adjourned with solemn prayer——its
deliberations having oceupied three days.

The requisite arrangements having previously been made, on the 2d of
November, the Grand Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand Master
elect regularly installed, in due and ancient form, by the Most Worshipful
the Honorable H. T. Backus, P. G. M. of the Most Worshipful the Grand
Lodge of the State of Michigan, aesisted by other brethren of eminence
and distinction in the Craft.

The Grand Lodge of Canada was thus regularly formed and inaugurated,
in the name of the Great Architect of the Universe, in conformity with
the custom which has prevailed in the ‘establishment of Grand Lodges,
and we confidently believe that the circumstances which called it inte
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existence were as much stronger, as the number of Lodges by whom it
was formed was greater than had ever before combined for the creation of
anew Grand Lodge. From the time when the Four Lodges of London
renounced their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of York, and formed
themselves intv an independent Grand Lodge, up to the present period, the
greatest number on record of Lodges ever associated to erect a new Grand
Lodge was seventeen, whilst forty-one Lodges, and h_oldlng warrants, too,
from three different jurisdictions, were harmoniously united in the
establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. ‘

We have now stated as briefly ag their importance would admit, the
whole of the circumstances connected with the formation of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, and we submit them with all due respect to your August
Body. to whom we have always looked up as the fountain of Masoqip
knowledge, and the brightest example of virtue, dignity, and benevolengs,
and from whom the great majority of us claim, and will ever proudly
boast, our descent.

Having been entrusted with the sacred duty of directing the affairs of
the Craft in this Province, and of representing them and advocgtip their
interests throughout the Universe ; and having solemnly undertaken that
charge, and to disseminate the grand principles of our Ancient and
Honorable Order, and promote tothe utmost extent of our ability the
general prosperity of the Fraternity, it is our earnest desire and intention
to follow, and maintain, pure and unsullied, the ancient landmarks, laws,
and traditions of the Craft as we received them from your bands. =

Engaged in one common cause—tbe good of ourfellow men,by promoting
the interest of our time-honored Institution,—and it being our first wish
and highest ambition to establish and perpetuate a sincere and intimate
alliance with the Grand Lodgeof England, we extend to you, in the name
of our Divine Art, the right hand of brotherhood, and confidently eclgim
from you a reciprocation of our fraternal regard.

Y

LS. }
{ ~~~ ? SIGNED ON BEHALF oF THE GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.
WM. MERCER WILSON,
G. M

THOS. BIRD HARRIS,
G. 8

Hawnirrox, C. W., 10th Nov., A. L., 5855.

EXPULSIOINS
BY THE GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

Ira S. Busug, and
James Marvin FArrRwEeLL,
Of Union Lodge, No. 4, Grimsby.' ¥,
Joun W. Kermorr, ‘ l‘
Of St. John’s Lodge, No. 14, London,
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