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To the Parishiconers of §t. Paal’s.

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

Ix dedicating to you the second part of my Lectures
on the Acts of the Apostles, I have but to accom-
pany them with the fervent prayer, that, Ly the blesa-
ing of the Holy Spirit, what was spoken in so much
weukness, may be made instrumental to your edifica-
tion and improvemnent. It is “not by might nor by
power, but by iny Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts,™
that the work of grace 13 commenced, carried on, and
accomplished.  May this preaching which is *“not
with any enticing words of wman’s wisdom,” come to
you ‘‘in demonstraticn of the Spirit and of power,”
and so promote the Lord’s glory in your spiritual ba-
nefit, i3 the carnest and affectionate petition of,

Brethren,
Your servant for Jesus’ sako,

WILLIAM COGSWELL.

Havtrax, April 1Tih, 1337,



PREFACE.

IN presenting this little volume to the
public, the Author feels that the Lectures
it contains are cven less qualified to sus-
tein the judgment of the critical eye, than
those of the first part. It is not in any af-
fected disregard of criticism that he makes
this confession, for he is duly sensitive to
its decision ; but in the hope of averting its
severity, by a repetition of the simple na-
ture of the object had in view in the publi-
cation.
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That object is simply to be useful to
those who wish for scriptural instruction,
and to present, in a plain and practical
view, the varicties of Christian example,
which the early Church affords. That
this object may be in some degree attain-
cd, notwithstanding the imperfections in
the manner of its pursuit, is the Author’s
humble hope. He desires here to record
his gratitude to the God of all grace, for
many testimonies to the usefulness of the
former publication, and to express his
hope, that by the blessing of the same gra-
cious Father upon the present undertak-
ing, it may tend to His glory in the edi-
fication of some one soul, and so his work
shall not be in vain in the Lord.
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LECTURES

ON THE

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

LECTURE L

ACTS I, 1.—10.

Now PETER AND JOHN WENT UP TOGETHER INTO TRE
TEMPLE AT THE HOUR OF PRAYER, BEING TIIE
NINTH HOUR. AND A CERTAIN MAN, LAME FROM
318 MOTHER’S WOMB, WAS CARRIED, WHOM Tiluy
LAID DAILY AT THE GATE OF THE TEMPLE WHICII
18 CALLED BEAUTIFUL, TO ASK ALMS OF THEM
TRAT ENTERED INTO THE TEMPLE; WHO, SBEEING
PETER AND JOHN ABOUT TO GO INTO THE TEMPLK,
ASKED AN ALMS, AND PETER, FASTENING Hif Ty uw

B
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UPOM HIM, WITH JOHMN, 8A1D, LooX ON Us. AND EX
GAVE MEED UNTO THEM, EXPECTING TO RECEIVE
SOMETHING OF THEM. THEN PETER sAID, SILVER
AND GOLD HAVE I NONE ; BUT BUCH AS I HAVE GIVE
1 THEE : IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF NAZA-
RETH RISE UP AND WALK., AND HE TOOK HIM BY
THE RIGHT MAND, AND LIFTED HIM UP: AND IM-
MEDIATELY HIS FEET AND ANCLE BONES RECEIVED
STRENGTH. AND HE, LEAPING UP, STOOD, AND WAL=
KED, AND ENTERED WITH THEM INTO THE TEM-
PLE, WALKING, AND LEAPING, AND PRAISING Gobp.
AND ALL THE. PEOPLE SAW HIM WALKING AND
PRAI1SING GOD: AND THEY XNEW THAT IT WAS HE
WHICH SAT FOR ALMS AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE
OF THE TEMPLE: AND THEY WERE FILLED WITH
WONDER AND AMAZEMENT AT THAT WHICH HAD
HAPPENED UNTO HIM.

AcaiN, my Brethren, has the solemn
season of L.ent gathered us together with-
in the courts aof the Tiord’s House, for the
week-day exercises of devotion, and called
upon us to send up to the God of grace
our prayers and supplications with thanks-
giving. And again am I permitted, thro’
the grace of God, to attempt an humble
contribution to the spiritual improvement.
of our assembling ourselves together, ‘by.
ealling your attention to the portion of
Holy Scripture, on which our meditations
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were engaged during the Jast season of
ILent. And while it is my desire, my
Brethren, in all humility to praise the
Lord, for whatever portion of usefulness
he has been pleased to assign to the last
attempt at farthering His honour in the
edification of souls, let me also intreat
your present prayers, that the illumination
of the Holy Spirit may accompany this
work during the present season, and that
the plain exhibition of Gospel truths, in
their practical influence upon the lives of
the first followers of the cross of Christ,
may be blest to our instruction and im-
provement in righteousness!

At the conclusion of the second Chap-
ter, the Narrator had given us a compre-
hensive view of the immediate influence
of the docirines of the Gospel, upon the
lives and conversation of those that had
been added to the Church of Christ, as
the first fruits of the Apostles’ preaching
after the effusion of the Spirit on the day of
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Pentecost. And lovely indeed is the pic-
ture which he sets before us. Stedfast-
ness in the Apostles’ doctrine; persever-
ance and spirituality in their communion
with God by prayer, in their communion
with their Saviour, and with one another
as His brethren, in the breaking of bread
from house to house 3 community of inter-
ests and of property; gladness and single-
ness of heart in all their intercourse with
one another ; and that decided consistency
of conduct, which won for them the ap-
probation of all among whom they walk-
ed, and made even their enemies to be at
peace with them.* These are the charac-
teristics of the early Church—these the
strong features in the aspect which the
first disciples of a crucified Redeemer pre-
sent to the spectator. O ! when shall that
simplicity of conduct, that spirituality of
life, that consistency of conversation, that
harmony of interests, find their counterpart

* Prov. xvi. 1.
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in the Christian church again. May the
Lord arise and have mercy upon Zion,
for it is time that He have mercy upon
her, yea, the time is come

Among the particulars which are thus
recorded as marking that early period of
the Church, it is mentioned, thut many
wonders and signs were done by the A-
postles. At the commcencement of the
present Chipter, the historian would seem
to revert a little to the times whjch be had
just comprehiensively deseribed, as is so
frequently the case in :'cripture narrative,
and to enter upon a description of one of
those wonders to which he had thus allu-
ded. Indecd some commentators have
thought, that the time at which Peter and
John went up to the te:nple, was the ninth
hour, or three o’clock in the afternoon, of
the same day of Pentecost, on which such
wonderful events had already taken place.
RBut it can hardlv be necessary, in a case

* Ps. cii. 18.
B2
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kke the present, to bring any other argu-
ment against the probability of this idea,
than the certainty that no one reading the
narrative without reference to that opini-
on, could have thought of its being so.—
Indeed in a matter of so.little real import-
ance, it were hardly worth our while to
have remarked upon that opinion, but for
the sake of grounding upon the remark the
suggestion, that, in the perusal of the Ho-
ly Scriptures, the meaning which is first
presented to a plain understanding, under
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that is in
the habit, not of building upon isolated
texts, but of comparing spiritual things
with. spiritual,* is generally the safest and
the best, as well with regard to the doe-
trines as the plain facts of Scripture.~
There are those, indeed, who evcn in thes
great and fundamental doctrines of justifi-
eation and sanctification, surround the sub-
ject with such a cloud of explanations and
*1 Cor. ii. 18:
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qualifications, as a plain man can scarcely
find his way through: such as the unlear-
ned reader could never have imagined;
and such as, in many cases, would de-
prive him of the comfort and the strength,
which the simply scriptural view of those
great doctrines is calculated to afford him.
Now it is the precious characteristic of the
Gospel that it is preached to the poor!*
Far be the attempt to throw the least dis-
paragement uwpon human learning, as an
handmaid to the Spirit of the Lord in His
teaching : but we are told, that in itself it
i8 no assistance to the reception of the
simple doctrines of the Gospel into the
heart, but that if any man would be wise,
he must become a fool that he may be
wise.t If there be danger of any essential
mistake in the plain reeception of the words
of Scripture, according to their simple and
obvious meaning ; if there be any necessi-
ty for comprehending all the various. sys-
* Mate: i 5. t1 Cer. iii. 18
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tems of falsehood, which the Scriptures
controvert, before we can take their truths
home to our hearts, and build upon their
declarations, and feed upon their promises,
and make their precepts our guide of life §
then were it dangerous to leave that preci-
~ous volume in unlearned hands, or to trust
tie simple minded and the ignorant with
writings so easily perverted to their peril.
Blessed be God for human learning: for
without it the precious Book must have
been unintelligible now to any but those
in whose language it was originally writ-
ten! But blessed, far more blessed be
His Name, that those Scriptures, put now
into the hands of us all in our own tongue,
are so plain in their doctrines, and so sim-
ple in their truths, which affect salvation,
that he who runs, under the Lord’s tea-
ching, may read,* and that the wayfaring
man, though a fool, shall not err therein.t

- At the ninth hour, then, of a day soon

* Hub. ii. 2. t Is, xxxv, 8,
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after the wonderful events of the day of
Pentecost, Peter and John, whose names
had been previously associated together
on many interesting occasions, went up
together into the temple. They were to-
gether in running to the sepulchre, when
the first tidings of their Lord’s removal
from the tomb were brought.] They were
together on that last interesting occasion,
on which the Lord so solemnly questioned
Peter of his love for Him, and charged
him by that love to feed His sheep.T They
are together now, on the first occasion
after their Lord’s ascension, on which
that miraculous power over the ailments
of their fellow-creatures, which the Spirit
of the Lord imparted, was called into ex-
ercise. They are together entering the
gates of the Temple of the Lord, no long-
er to join in the now antiquated worship
of the Jews, but hoping for an opportunity
of directing the minds of those that should

t John xx. 2—4. 7 Joha xxi. 15—24.
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assemble there to Him who had been
now revealed as the substance of their sha-
dowy service, the antitype of their fig-
ures, the one perfect sacrifice whom all
their sacrifices and ceremonties pointed at.
Entering the Beautiful gate of the temple,
(which derived its name from its unusual
splendor, as in the beauty of its material,
being made of Corinthian brass, and in the
elegance of its workmanship, it outshone
even the gold and silver doors) their ear is
caught by the voice of supplication, in-
treating the charity of the passers by. A
cripple, who had never walked, but for
now forty years had been a helpless bur-
den to his friends and to himself, and for a
long period had been daily laid at this
gate, as the best scene of his humbling
occupation, seeing them entering in, ask-
ed an alms, And mark how closely imi-
tative of their Master was the Apostles’
conduct. They bid him look on them,
But though he must in all probability have
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secn them on former occasions, he does
not appear to have recognized them as the
followers of that meek but Almighty Be-
ing, who had on so many occasions dis-
played His power within the Tewmple’s
walls. He looks at them, expecting sim-
ply that they were about to relieve his
wants, and minister some worldly portion
to his need. But he looks at those who
were as poor in this world’s wealth as
himself, but who had an everlasting por-
tion in the love of their gracious Master,
and, as they had freely received, were em-
powered and commanded freely to bestow
on others,* the precious manifestation of
the power and grace of God. Silver and
gold, have I none, saith St. Peter, but
such as I have, I give thee. But having
neither silver nor gold, what could he
have that could relieve the beggar’s wants;
what, that could supply his need? What
has he? The delegated power of the
* Matt. x, 8.
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Omnipotent Jehovahj the deputed authori-
ty of Him, who made the cripple’s frame
inthat deformed condition, to raise it from
its helpless state, to impart energy to its
motions, and vigor to its limbs. In the
name of Jesus Christ, the despised Jesus
called of Nazareth, from which it was
supposed no good thing could come,* I
say unto thee, rise up and walk. And he
took him by the hand, and lifted him up ;
and he who for forty years had been a
helpless cripple at the Temple gates, now
walks and leaps, and enters into the house
of God, praising and glorifying the Name
of God. What wonder that the people
are amazed,—that they assemble together
in gaping astonishment, beholding the an-
imation and activity, and listening to the
delighted praises, of the renovated suffer-
er.

There are several particulars in the
brief narrative of this striking scene, that

* Jobn, i. 46.
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are worthy of our regard. And first, we
may observe the distinction at once per-
ceptible between the manner in which our
Saviour himsclf displayed the wondrous
power of His word or of His touch, and
that in which the Apostles of the Saviour
manifested the same power. Behold the
Saviour himself, as, in the course of His
career of mercy, He exercises the Divine
encrgy that was within ‘Him. He stands
upon a vessel’s deck, amid the furious war
of the contending elements: the larid light-
ning’s flash lights up the very caverns ef
the deep, as, borne te heaven’s height,
they descend again upon the breaking
wave; He speaks:—by His own word He
commands them to be still;* and wind and
storm fulfil His word.7 He stands beside
the couch of death : there lies before Him
a pale lifeless corpse; a few moments soon-
er, and He had found the flame yet flickes-
ing in the socket; but he had been detain-

» Mark iv. 36—4L 4Ps. cxlviii. 8,
[+]
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ed upon His way, and now the stillness of
death is around, and the stiffening features
of a face made ready for the grave have
met His eye. He speaks § He acknow-
ledges no superior, whose permission he
requires : Damsel, Isay unto thee, Arise:
and she that was dead sat up and began
tospcak.* Hestands, again, at the grave’s
mouth 3 He bids them roll away a stone
that hid th: well nigh putrid corse of one
that had been dead four days; He lifts His
voice in blessing to His Kternal Partner
in the godhead, that this opportunity was
afforded of glorifying His Name: He
speaks; and, in a vuice of power, bids La-
zarus cowe forth § and, behold! he stands
before them bound in his grave-clothes,
but in all the freshness, all the vigor of re-
cruited health.t  But follow the Apostles
in their wonder working course 5 and tho?
we find it true indeed that they did great-
cr things than Christ had done, because

* Mark v. 88 <42, tJohn, xi. 1—44,
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He went to His Fatherst yet mark the
difference in their authority.—¢ In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise
and walk !’ «¢ Aneus, Jesus Christ ma-
keth thee whole.””f  They speak as the
ambassadors of Jesus; and exercise an
authority, which they most watchfully as-
cribe, on every cccnsim, to Him from
whom alone they had reerived it,

How important an cvidence is derived
from the difference thus observable, with
regard to the full divinity of the Saviour,
There had been men on earth before His
manifestation in the flesh, that had wrought
wondrous works: there were men on
earth after His return to His Heavenly
Throne, that did greater things, than
Christ bimself had donc; but as His ene-
mics had testified that never man spake as
he,|| so might they have added the testi-
mony, that never man performed such

t John, xiv. 13, $ Aews, il 6.
9 Acty, ix. S4 i John, vii. 46.



16 LECTURE L

works as He. He wrought by His own
power; it was the same authority which
had bestowed life, that recalled it when
departed; it was the same voice that gave
the winds their charter, and set the waves
their bounds, that now commands them in-
to silence, and bids them be at peace!
And how important is the example to be
derived to us from the Apostles’ difference
of manner, in these great exhibitions of
their Master’s power.—For surely not
more evident was it in their case, that all
they did was by the power of the Lord,
than it is now in the case of every believer
im Jesus, that it is by the grace of God
alone that he is what he is.” How great
should be his watchfulness, then, to as-
cribe every thing that God does by him to
the praise of the glory of His grace; how
jealous should be his regard for the Lord’s
honor, not only by the open disavowal -of
all praise for himself; but by manifesting
*1 Cor. xv. 20,
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in every act of his life, that all his strength
is of the l.ord his God, and by making
mention of his righteousness, c¢ven of His
only.* 'T'hat praise on which the worldly
live ; that approbation which is the great
end of all their doings, and in which they
have their reward,t is absolutely painful
to a truly christian mind, and will put the
believer at once wpon his guard, lest he
have been robbing God of the honor due to
His Nume. Brethren, do ye know this
jealousy for the Lord’s honor 7  Are ye
partakers of this anxious eagerness that
God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ 7f  O! if ye ure not, surely
ye are deficient in that spirit which mark-
ed the Apostles in their whole career
surely ye are without good evidence of your
being really in Christ!

We may further remark upon the ac-
eount given us of the restoration of this
poor lame man to the vigor of life, what

® Pg Ixxi, 16. 1 Matt. vi. 2, 5,16, 11 Petor, iv. 11.

[T
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an illustration it presents to us of the sim-
ple nature of true faith. We may sup-
pose, that the means which art had devi-
sed, had been applied to effect a cure of
his deformity.  But all had been in vain;
xnd, being now for forty years a sufferer,
he had becowe a confirmed, inveterate
cripple.  After so long a period, he is
addressed by some one, whom he had not
known before, but whose solemnity of
manner and earnestness of purpose gaineil
his attention 53 who bids him in the des-
pised name of Jesus to stand up -and
walk., What was his natural reply 7—
Would it not have been, ¢ I cannot rise.
For forty years have I been this helpless
thing ; and long, and O! how earnestly
have I wished, that I might but join the
crowd in pressing through those hallow-
ed cousts! Why tantalize my misery by
such a command?’”>  Yes: but he believ-
ed, ‘he had heard of the name of Jesus ;
perhaps had from a distance watched His
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steps, and-seen Him heal the sick, and set
the sin-bound prisoner [ree ; he makes the
effort to obey 5 and he is strengthened in
the effort, rises up, walks, and leaps with
Joy. Just so it is, my Brethren! in the
case of the sin-crippled soul.  For yearsit
may be it has gone on in a round of life-
less duties, and, like the cripple of the text,
been laid daily at the gates of the Lord’s
Temple, but never been reaily found a-
mong those who worship God inspirit and
in truth. It has been crippled by the love
of sin § been clogged with the spirit of the
world; been deformed by the indulged
perverseness of its corrupted nature, The
messenger of Jesus passes by. The word
attracts the soul’s attention. The Name
of Jesus is proclaimed to it, as the one on-
ly name by which it can be saved. It has
often heard the name before ; and often
geen its power in raising fellow-sinners
from the graspof sin. But now thatname
is addressed to itself; and in the name of
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Jesus, the word of God commands it to
arise and shine. What says carnal rea-
son? <1 cannot. The word of God, the
voice of His ambassadors, my own sense
of things, combine to assure me that I am
helpless, crippled, corrupt! Of what use
will be my trying to arise and walk???
But what says Faith? ¢ T’he Lord hath
spoken j it is His word that bids me rise ;
it is His voice, which addresses me as a
poor, helpless sinner, and calls me as such
to arise and walk. I will obey!?> Such is
Faith’s argumeunt: it stops not to en-
quire of possibilities 5 it sees the word of
God ; it takes God at His word. Now,
Brethren! through this same Name, the
Name of Jesus, is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins!* The reception of
this truth into the heart is the very first
spring of any cordial obedience to God.
Ye are invited to believe that your sins are
forgiven you for the Name’s sake of Je-

* Acts xiii. 89
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sus. Whatsaith carnal reason ?7 1t tells
you that it is presumption to believe your
sins are all forgiven, while ye continue
sinning still.  Ye listen to carnal reason,
and go on toiling to make yourselves more
worthy to take such gracious promises to
yourselves. What saith a true faith? ¢ 1
know that in me there dwelleth no good
thing :* but 1 thank God through Jesus
Christ,t in whom He hath forgiven me all
my trespasses,{ and made me, tho’ vile in
myself, accepted in the Beloved.”’|| O
look, Brethren, which is yours, carnal
reason, or a confiding faith.

That ye may have a better evidence
than that of mere feeling to decide by,
observe a moment longer the conduct of
the renovated cripple. He entered into
the Temple walking and leaping and prai-
sing God. It was thus thut he acted un-
der the sense of a great temporal merey ;
and can there be really the belief of the

* Rom. vii. 18, t Romn. vii. 25.
$ Col.ij. 13. || Eph. i. 6.



29 LECTURE 1.

possession of that great spiritual blessing,
the forgiveness of sins, in a soul that is not
warmed by it and quickened to walk in
the Lord’s ways, and to go on from day
to day praising God with the lips as well
as in the life! Tmpossible! Faith work-
eth by love.* The belief of so much love
for us on God’s part, where it is a real
belief, must lead those who believe to
love Him. Love hath its seat in the heart;
but from the abundance of the heart, the
mouth will speak,t the hand will act.—
To this then, Brethren, let all your ex-
amining of yoursclves be directed 3 not
to the discovery of some grounds in your-
selves, on which to build the hope of ac-
ceptance; but to the ascertainment whe-
ther ye be in the faith;f and may God in
His abundant grace so assist you in the
examination, that ye may discover your
true state, and be lcd, for a remedy for all
your transgressions, to the sweet, the
precious, the prevailing Name of Jesus.

*Gal. v, 6. 1 Matt, xii. 84. 32 Cor. xiii. &,
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ACTS III, 11.—26.

AND A8 THE LAME MAN WHICH WAS HEALED JNELPD
PETER AND JOHN, ALL THE PEOPLE RAN TOGR-
THER UNTO THEDM, IN THE PORCH THAT 18 CALL~
RD SOLOMON'S, GHEATLY WONDERING. AND WELEM
PETER SAW 1T, HE ANSWERED UNTO THE PEOPLY,
YE MEN OF ISRAEL, WHY MARVEL YE AT THI8 ?
OR WHY LOOIK YE SO EARNFESTLY ON Us, AS THOUGH
BY OUR OWN POWFR OR HOLINESS WE HAD MADR
THIS MAN TO WALK? 'I'HE GoD OF ABRAHAM, AND
OF ISAAC, AND OF JACOB, THE (i0D OF OUR FaA-
THERS, HATH GLORIFIED HIs $ON JEsUS ; wHom
YE DELIVERED UP, AND DENIED HIM IN THE PRE-~
SENCE OF PILATE, WHEN HE \WAS DETERMINED TO
LET HIM GOo. BUT vF DENIED THE HOLY ONE AND
THE JUST, AND DESIRED A MURDERER TO BE GKAN~
TED UNTO YOoU § AND KILLED THE PRINCE OF LIFE,
WHOM GOD HATH RAISED FROM THE DEAD] WHERE-~
OF WE ARE WITNESSES, AND HIS NAME, THROUGIS
FAITH 1IN HIS NAME, HATH MADE THIS MAN
6TRONG, WHOM YE SFEE AND KNOW  YFEA, THR
FAITH WHICH IS BY HMIM HATH GIVEN HIM THIs
PERFECT SOUNDNESS IN THE PRESENCE OF YoOoU
ALL. AND NOW. BRETHREN, I WOT THAT TUROUGHR
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1GNORANCE YE DID IT, AS DID ALSO YOUR RULERS.
BUT THOSE THINGS, WHICH GOD BEFORE HAD SHEW-
ED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS PROPHETS, THAT
CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, HE HATH 80 FULFILLED,
REPENT YE THEREFORE, AND BE CONVERTED, THAT
YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, WHEN THE TIMES
OF REFRESHING SHALL COME FROM THE PRESENCE
oF THE LORD ; AND HE sHALL SEND Jesus CHRIsT,
WHICH BEFORE WAS PREACHED UNTO YOU: WHOM
THE HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE TIMES OF
RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, WHICH GOD HATH
SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS HOLY PROPHETS
BINCE THE WORLD BEGAN. FoRrR MosEs TRULY 8AID
UNTO THE FATHERS, A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD
YouR (GOD RAISE UP UNTO YOU OF YOUR BRETH-
REN, LIKE UNTO ME; HIM SHALL YE HEAR IN ALL
THINGS, WHATSOEVER HE SHALL SAY UNTO YoU.
AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT EVERY SOUL
WHICH WILL NOT HEAR THAT PROPHET, SHALL BE
DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE. YEA, AND
ALL THE PROPHETS FRUM SAMUEL, AND THOSK
THAT FOLLOW AFTER, AS MANY AS HAVE SPOKEN,
HAVE LIKEWISE FORETOLD OF THESEDAYS. YE ARE
THE CHILDREN OF THE PROPHETS, AND OF THE
COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH OUR FATHERS,
BAYING UNTO ABRAHAM, ANDIN THY SEED SHALL
ALL THE EINDHREDS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED.—
UnTo YoU FiRsT, GOD, HAVING RAISED UP HIS SON
JESUS, SENT HIM TO BLESS YOU, IN TURNING A-
WAY EVERY ONE OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES.

Waex the Lord Jesus stood at the
grave’s mouth, from which he soon afier-
wards called forth in removated strength
the departed Lazarus, he lifted up His
voice in praise to God, that He had heard
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Him. ¢And I knew?’ He said ¢that Thou
hearest me always, but because of the
people that stood by I said it, that they
may believe that Thou hast sent me.”?* And
we may suppose, that whatever motives of
tenderness to the sufferer, and of desire to
relieveso tried a fellow-creature, may have
influenced the Apostles’ breasts, in bid-
ding the cripple at the Beautiful gate arise
and walk, their great aim was that Jesus
might be glorified, their great desire that
the people that stood by might be led to
the acknowledgement of the Name, by
which such wondrous things were wrought,
and to the following of that Jesus whose’
blood was shed for their forgiveness. An
opportunity of asserting the honor of that
Name soon resulted from the miracle they
had wrought by it. For as the man that
was healed held them fast, and, while bless-
ing and praising God as the cause, could
rot refrain from expressing his gratitude to

* John, xi. 42.
D
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thein as the instruments of his recovery,
the people ran together to them, greatly
Wondering.

- We cannot but wonder at the astonish-
ment excited by this miracle among those
viho, for so long a time, had been accus-
tomed to wmeet the blessed Jesus as He went
about doing good, and healing those that
weie oppressed of the Devil.* We should
Suppose, that, aflter three years of such a
ministry as He had exercised on earth,
they eould no more have been surprised at
any wonder that should meet their eye.
But our surprise at the gaping wonder
with which they regarded this miraculous-
ly reucvated man ‘must be less thah eur
#mazement, that, after all they had seen
and heard, they still looked on in unbelief.
Imagine such scenes, my Brethren, ameng
oiirselve:, as were of every day’s eceur-
rénce in the cities of Judea. 1magine some
fullow-leing, to all appearance like our-

*Acts, x.98.
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selves, going about, as Jesus or His Apos-
tles did ; standing, as an Angel of light,
beside the bed of languishing, and by a
touch restoring colour to the check, and
vigor to the limbs: bending, as some visi-
tant from heaven with healing in his wing,
over the couch of death, and breathing in-
to the deserted clay the life that had de-
parted. Imagine such a one passing with
love-directed step along our streets, and,
by a word of power, causing the lame man
to leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb to sing ;* passing between the sun’s
rays and some wretched cripple, and by
the mere shadow that fell upon him as he
passed restoring him to health ;¥ and com-
missioning some kerchief he had worn,
or apron brought for his benediction, to
bear the healing virtue to a distant suffer-
er.] lmagine such a one among us, and
can we deem ourselves so dull as not to
see and to acknowledge all His claiws te

* ls. xxxv. 6. 1 Aets,v. ¥5. 1 Acts, xix. 12.
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more than earthly power, to more than
Angel’s might. Surely we should believe !
Yes, Brethren, it may be that we should,
as we do now, believe; that we should
give the testimony of our understanding to
claims so well supported : that we should
yield assent to the truth, as matter of
fact, of the events that so had taken place.
We now believe, but O, what sort of a be-
liefis it 7 A belief that finds us still as-
tonished at every new manifestation of the
power and grace of Jesus: a belief that
still doubts the frecdom, the fullness, the
abundance of His grace: a belief that still
withholds the heart from Him who claims it
as His blood-bought right, and trcats the
solemn things, death, judgment, heaven and
hell, as distant visions, which engross the
rapt enthusiast’s mind, bui scarce arrest
the eye, still less engage the heart, of the
multitude that profess to believe them. Yet
O! learn from the scene before us in the
text, how powerless are any events in
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themselves to produce a spiritual surrender
of the heart to God. Krom the very grave
of Lazarus some went away 3 they could
not doubt the reality of all that they had
seen; they could not but believe, that he
who had been dead four days had by a
word been freed from his dark prison-house,
the grave; but they went away to the ene-
mies of Jesus, to add new fuel to their rage
by telling them what new thing He had
done.» And is it not as strange, that from
the very grave, where they have seen con-
signed to its kindred clay, the mortal taber-
nacle of some fellow-being’s soul: where
they have stood as it were before an uplifted
vail that gives their eye a glance into Iiter-
nity, and seen in the light it throws the true
estimate of all the plans and projects, the
pursuits and, pleasures that engage themind
of man,--men should go away into the world
among the enemies of Jesus, as all the un-
converted and ungodly are, and live as

* John, xi. 46.
p3
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“the’ the world were their home, the pre-
sent their only seene, the grave annihila-
tion. ls itnot as strange, how often those,
that have been themselves the mourners
heneath the hand of God, are found by
the rcvolving months as thoughtless of E~
ternily, as they were before His finger
touched them, as unsubdued, as unsancti-
fied, as unholy. It was by miracles, that
the Lord sent His messages in days of
old: it is by the no less intelligible voice of
bercavement or of suffering, that now He
speaks; but it is His own grace alone
that brings either message home spiritual-
ly to the heart; itis His own accompa-
nying Spirit, that, in either case, in-
vests the word with power to the conver-
sion of the soul. Q! then, rest not, Bre-
thren! in any means, how well soever they
may seem calculated to effect the emd of
leading you to heaven : look to the source
from whence the means procced, from
whence alone the blessing flows upon the
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means § look to the Spirit of the Lord,
pray for Him, wait for Him. Without
the accompanying power of God’s Spirit,
sacraments are but forms: ordinances but
mockeries : the word of God a sealed up
mystery : and affliction or sorrow, an un-
mingled evil. O! then look for, pray
for, wait for the promised Spirit of the
Liord.

The spirit of eontrasting present privi-
leges with those of past days, to the dis-
advantage of the present, was as rife a-
mong the Jews of the Saviour’s time, as it
bas ever been with Christians since. They
then said,—¢If we had been in the days of
our fathers, we would not have been parta-
kers with them in the blood of the pro-
phets.?”* And, with these words upon their
lips, they cried out aguinst Him, who
was greater than all the prophets, Him
of whom Moses and the prophets did
writey;t Crucify Him, Crucify Him !t

® Mutt. xxitt. 90, 1 Jobn i, 45, § Luke xxiii. 21,
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Hear how St. Peter takes advantage of
the opportunity now afforded him, to
bring this home to his assembled hearers,
He trifles not: he plays not with his
words, for fear of offending them by so
bold a charge; he plainly indicts them
with the rejection of Him, who, independ-
ently of any other claim on themn, was so
pure, so meek, so spotless in His life, as
to be pre-eminently the Holy One and the
Just: with their preference of one who
bad been a ringleader in iniquity, a rebel,
and a murderer: and with the wilful and
cold-blooded slaughter of the Prince of
Life. When we look at Peter, standing
in the T'emple at Jerusalem, surrounded
by a muliitude, whose malice even when
unprovoked he huad seen so bitterly dis-
played, and hear Him charge them with
all their guilt, are we not constrained to
ask ourselves—Is this the man, that, a few
weeks ago, trembled at a maid-servant’s
enquiry, and, in his miserable fears, deni-
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ed with oaths and curses that he even
knew who Jesus was.* And are we not
constrained, in recognising in the present
bold advocate of the Nume of Jesus the
man who then so tremblingly denied it,
to ascribe all praise and glory to the
Lord, and to acknowledge and admire the
faithfulness of the Word of Jesus, who
had promised this effect: and to glorify
the mighty Spirit of the Lord, who had
so transformed the shrinking coward into
the fearless champion of the cross of
Christ. The timid, the trembling believ-
er in Jesus may look upon this scene;—that
one I mean, who while clinging to the
precious Saviour as the Rock of his Sal-
vation, yet finds the weakness of a fearful
heart overpower ali his efforts to speak a
word for Jesus, and quench all his determi-
nations to bear a testimony to His Name;
-—he may look upon this scene, and jearn
that nothing but the Spirit of the Liord

® Matt. xxvi. 74.
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can overcome those fears, andthat, by that
Spirit’s grace, he may be enabled to speak
boldly, as Peter spoke, for the honour of
the Lord he loves.

But the scene we are contemplating,
presents a more general, and a more im-
portant lesson even than this. It gives to
every other Messenger of Jesus, the ex-
ample of that Apostle to whom the keys
of the kingdom of heaven were entrusted,*
as his sanction for a plain, a bold, a per-
sonal appeal to the consciences of his fel-
low-sinners, as his authority for an un-
shrinking faithfulness in the application
of the word of truth to their hearts for
their eonvietion and self-condemnation. It
shews us that the conviction of sin, of its
vileness in the sight of God, and of the
hateful part each sin hath had in the
murder of the Prince of life, lies at the
root of true repentance and conversion of
the soul to God; that sinners must be con--

& Matt, xvi. 19,
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vinved -of their corruption and vileness,
before they cah be led in earnest te the
Saviour: and that as their souls’ welfare de-
pends on their being interested in Christ,
nb fears of present consequences must be
permitted to withhold from them a true
and faithful view of their state by nature
and by practice in the sight of God.—
Have circumstances so changed, that men
must be no longer addressed in the same
language as St. Peter used to his assem-
bled hearers? Is sin less hateful in the
sight of God, because it is committed by
ene 'who bears the name of Christian, in-
stead of Jew ? Is the Saviour less reject-
ed mow by those, who, though baptized
imto His name, give themselves to the
service of the world and sin, than He was
by ‘those who nailed Him to the cross, pre-
ferring a murderer to Him ?  Or does a
participation in Gospel privileges, by
those ‘whose lives are a practical denial
of the Gospel, ‘weorldly, selfish, idle, and
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unprofitable, render a complete and tho-
rongh change of heart less necessary,
than to those that had never heard of
Christ, or having heard of Him, yea and
seen Him, had refused still to come to
Him that they might have life. Nay!
surely not: a change in outward privile-
ges, a difference in the period of the world
at which men live, a difference in the cha-
racter of the dispensation whose shadow
they enjoy, makes no difference in the
necessity of the change of heart, of the
spiritual application of the truth to every
man’s conscience, and of an individual in-
terest, to be enjoyed by each one for
himself, in the promises and precepts of
the Gospel of Christ Jesus. On every
one, therefore, that has a soul to be saved,
must be pressed the sense of his corrupti-
on, his defilement, and his guilt. To e-
very one must it be the constant endeavor
to bring home the conviction of the soul’s
natural depravity, of its pollution by prac-
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tice, and of the heinousncss of cvery the
smallest transgression that has stained it,
in the sight of a pure and holy God. The
preaching of the Gospel will have been in
vain to every one, on whom it has not fas-
tened the charge of his iniquity and sin, and
to whom it has not discovered his lost and
perishing condition. The Gospel is indeed
¢ oglad tidings,”> but the very gladsome-
ness of the message arises from the con-
dition of those to whom the message comes.
¢ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,”**
saith the Lord Jesus by His prophet and
afterwards, appropriating the words, in
His own person, ¢ because he hath an-
ointed me to preach the Gospel to the
poor 3 He hath sent me to keal the bro-
ken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blin4,
to set at liberty them that are bruised.”’t
To any then but the poor, the broken-
hearted, the captive, the blind, the bruis-

* Js. Ixi. 1. t Luke, iv. 18,
E
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ed, there are no glad tidings brought ; and
it must therefore be the first object of
the ambassador of Jesus, to convince all,
and cvery one for himself, that they are in
just such a state. It may be offensive, it
must be humbling, to have every refuge
taken from the soul, and to see no aiter-
native left but the acknowledgement of the
heart’s vileness, and the soul’s pollution
and desert of wrath ; but until itis so, the
Gospel falls pointless on the car ; it comes
but as a physician’s visit to a person in full
health: it comes but as the promise of his
freedom to one that never knew the pres-
sure of a fetter, that never felt restraint
upon theimpulse of his will. ~ On this point
then, Brethren! as it is my usual object,
let it yet again be my endeavour, to sug-
gest to you the examination of yourselves.
Have ye ever seen, and known and felt the
misery of your condition? Have ye ever
found the remembrance of your sin to be
grievous, and felt its burden to be intoler-



LECTURE IL. - 89

able?* These are not questions of coursc,
my beloved Brethren! they are not to be
answered as mere words of form ; but G!
ask them, O! answer them, asin the sight
of that Holy One who seeth the hearts.
In addressing the multitude that sur-
rounded him, St. Peter mentions a feature
in their conduct, which, though it did not
excuse, yet did in some measure account
for the sinfulness of their conduct. I
know, brethren,”® he says, ¢“that through
ignorance ye did it, as did also your ru-
lers.”” 8o far indeecd from admitting this
as an excuse for their conduct, he follows
up this admission, and the declaration that
God hath overruled their ignorance to the
accomplishment of his own purposes in
Christ Jesus, by the earnest exhortation
to repent and be converted. He gives it,
indeed, what weight it may have in keep-
ing them from the despair, which a due
consideration of their guilt might throw

* Confession jn the Communion Seriice.
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them into, by affording them a hope that
they had not sinned utterly past forgive-
ness} but no more. He allows it not as
any justification of their conduct ; he ad-
mits it not as any palliation of their guilt.
Could sucha plea be admitted, then might
every sinner that has ever lived upon the
earth have some excuse to urge, when the
Lord enters into judgment with him. It
is the sad description of the lost, that the
god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them that believe not, lest the light of
the glorious Gospel of Christ who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.*
It is indeed, it must be inignorance, that
any can go on in a state of unconversion,
of worldliness, of unbelief It must be
because they are ignorant of themselves,
and of the vile blackness of their own
hearts. It must be because they are ig-
norant of the true character of the world,
how hateful even its friendship is in the

® 2 Cor. iv. 4.
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sight of Godt It must be because they
are ignorant of Gol, of the purity, the
perfection, the holiness of His nature, and
of the impossibiliiy, whicl arises from the
charvacter of His perfections, that any
thing unclean can enter into His presence.
But, can this ignorance be an excuse to
them?  O! certuinly not to any that have
been within hearing of the Gospel,--to any
to whom the solemn truths of God’s word
have been addressed,-to any that have been
told of their corruption: and urged to flee
as guilty sinners to the cross of Jesus.
How often is the poor sinner met with,
who, when prest upon the truths of salva-
tion, replies, ¢ I have no learning, I am a
poor ignorant creature, I cannot under-
stand these matters.”> How often too are
they to be found, who, tho’ they would
spurn the imputation of ignorance in other
matters, will contentedly put away from
them the solemn truths of God, with the

t James, iv, 4.
E2



42 LECTURE H.

remark, ¢1 cannot enter into these sub-
tleties 5 such speculations about faith and
works are too mysterious for me ; my doc-
trine is that he who does his best to serve
his generation and to please his God is
safe enough.”>  But it requires no léabn-
fng to perceive the blackness of sin ; there
is no great mystery in the doctrine, that
except a man be born again, he cannot
sce the kingdom of God 3* there is not
much speculation in the truth, that it is by
grace men arc saved through faith ;t that
by works no flesh living ean be justified ;}
that he that believeth in Jesus, and he
only, hath everlasting life.§ O, no!
Brethren! the difficulty is in the perverse-
ness of the will ; the mystery arises from
that willing ignorance, which will not ask
of God the wisdom that it lacks 5 the sub.
tlety is in that deceitfulness of sin, which
hardens the heart against conviction, snd

* John, iii. 8. t Eph. ii. 8.
1 Gal. ii. 16. § John, iii. 36.
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flatters it into security, and self-satisfac-
tion, and ease.

From such a state of ignorance as this,
the Apostle calls upon his hearers to arise.
“ Repent ye and be converted.’”> And he
points them to the same Jesus, whom they
by wicked hands had crucified and slain,
as the only way through which they could
repent and turn to God. ¢ Unto you first,
God having raised up his Son Jesus, sent
Him to bless you in turning away every
one of you from his iniquities.”> And to
leave them no further excuse either for ig-
norance or for prejudice, he shews them
that this blessed Jesus was the ordained of
God; that it was He of whom their own
great a wgiver had spoken as the prophet
that was to be raised up to them superior to
himself; that it was He of whom Samuél
and the prophets had not only testified, but
bad foretold these very things which
had come to pass; yea, that He was that
very promised seed of whom it had been
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said to Abraham, ¢‘that in his Secd should
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.”

'The very prejudices of the Jews, which
it was nccessary thus to meet, might be
said to-aftord some excuse to them for their
slowncss of heart o believe, which exists
not in favour of any in nominally Christi-
an lands, to whom the message of the
Gospel comes.  What, my Brethren,
have we for instance to rest upon ; what
can we have as even an imaginary ground
of confidence, except a living interest in
the Lord Jesus 7 What escape have we
from the call to repentance, and the con-
version of our souls to God ? Shall we,
with the view of the Jews’ ignorance and
blindness, and of their fall, before our
cyes, adopt their error, in making the
outward ordinances of religion the foun-
dation of our trust 7 Shall we, as they,
cry out, The temple-of the Lord are we,
and deem that having been baptized,
been brought early and constantly (o the
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Lord’s house, and even been partakers in
the Sacrament, we therefore are Chuisti-
ans. 'These things are priveliges, indeed,
and means of grace, but they are means,
whose only importance is in their conduct-
ing us to the end,—a spiritual regenera-
tion, and a life of faith in Jesus. VYes,
they are privileges which but increase our
solemn responsibility to repent and turn to
God. Jesus may be seen in them: and
His Name, through faith in His Name,
can make the helpless sinner strong : yea,
the faith which is by Him, gives perfect
soundness to the vilest sinner that hears
His voice, arises and walks. To you,
my Brethren! is a crucified and risen
Jesus now set forth, as the ordinance of
God, appointed ere the worlds were
made for your justification, your accep-
tance, your conversion to God. Unto
the Jews first, but unto younow, hath
God sent Him, by His word and Holy
Spirit, to bless you by turning away eve-
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ry onc of you from your iniquities. His
Name, by faith in His Name, alone can
make you whole: His blood alone can
cleanse you: His righteousness alone can
cover you: His obedience unto death a-
lone can answer for you. Repent ye
therefore, and Dbe converted, that your
sins may be blotted out j that so, by the
gathering in of wanderers into the fold,
His kingdom may be hastened in His
own good time ; that so the times of re-
treshing may come from the presence of
the Lord: that so He may send again
Christ Jesus, who hath already been
preached unto you; whom the heavens
must receive, until the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all His prophets since the
world began. The Lord bring it to pass,
according to His good pleasure! Yea
Lord, Thy Kingdom come! Amen.
Even so, come, Liord Jesus!
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ACTS IV, 1.—12.

AND A8 THEY BPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE, THE PRIESTS,
AND THE CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE, AND THE §AD~
DUCEES, CAME UPON THEM, BEING GRIEVED THAT
THEY TAUGHT THE PEOPLE, AND PREACHLD
THROUGH JESUS THE RESURRECTIUN FROM THE
DEAD. AND THEY LAID HANDS ON THEM, AND
PUT THEM IN HOLD UNTO THE NEXT DAY, Fol IT
WAB NOW EVENTIDE. HowsE:ir MANY OF THEM
WHICH HEARD ‘THE WORD BELIEVED ; AND THE
XUMBER OF TIIE MEN WAS ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND.
AKD IT CAME TO PASS ON THE MORROW, THAT
THEIR RULERS, AND ELDERS, AND S(RIBES, AND
ANNAS THE HIGH PRIEST, AND CATAPHAS, AND
JoHN AND ALEXANDER, AND AS MANY AS WERE OF
THE KINDRED OF THE HIGH PRIEST, WERE GATHER-
ED TOGETHER AT JERUSALEM. AND WHEN THEY
HAD 8ET THEM IN THE MIDST, THEY ASKED, BY
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WHAT POWER, OR BY WHAT NAME, HAVE YE DONE
THIs? 'I'HEN PETER FILLED WITH THE HOLY
GHOST, SAID UNTO THEM, YE RULERS OF THE PEO-
PLE, AND ELDERS OF ISRAEL, IF WE THIS DAY BE
EXAMINED OF TilE GOOD DEED DONE TO THE IMPO-
TENT MAN, BY WHAT MEANS HE IS MADE WHOLE; BE
IT KNOWN UNTO YOU ALL, AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE
OF ISRAEL, THAT BY THE NAME of Jesus Curisr
oF NAZARETH, WHOM YE CRUCIFIED, wHoM Gop
RAISED FROM THE DEAD, EVEN DY HIM DOTH THIS
MAN STAND HERE BEFORE YOU WHOLE. THIS I8 THE
6TONE WHICH WAS SET AT NOUGHT OF YOU BUILD-
ERS, WHICH IS BECOME THE HEAD OF THE CORNER.
NEITHER IS THERE SALVATION IN ANY OTHER : FOR
THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIV-
EN AMONG MEN WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED.

A the first out-pouring of the Holy Spi-
rit, when, under His miraculous influ-
ence, the Apostles spoke to the assembled
multitude in all their different languages,
and caused tie collected throng from every
nation under heaven to hear each in his
own tongue the wondrous works of God,
there were some who mocked.* Their
opposition went no farther than mockery;
but why ? because the prejudice of man
or the malice of the Devil was not aroused
* Acts, ii. 7—13.
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against the budding of the Gospel mustard
seed 7t Nay ; but because the Liord?’s
eye was on it, and He would not suffer it
to be tried by the fierce heat or stormy
blast, before he had nurturcd it into some
degree of strength to bear it. The Apos-
tles had on that occasion found the faith-
fulness of their ascended lL.ord: for it
had been given them. in the hour of trou.
ble, what they should say.] They had
found the fruitfulness of the bold and:faith~
ful exhibition of His word: for they had
gathered in, as the first-fruits of the Gos-
pel, into the church of Christ, three thous
sand souls.§- By the experience, theny
which they bad had of the disinclination.ef
many to receive the truth;. and by the trial
they had made of their Lord?’s faithfulness
and. love, they were prepared for the fur-
ther issies which awaited them in their ea.
reer. Nor had they long to waith The
apportunity they' had. gained: of address:
M. xiis, $1; 33 ftMate. x. 10, SoAkts) i 48
F
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ing another large assemblage of the peo-
ple, on the occasion of the cure of the erip-
ple’s lameness, was an opportunity permit-
ted to the children of the world and of the
Devil, at the Arch-enemy’s instigation,
to begin their assault upon the Gospel
plant. As the Apostles, Peter and John,
spake unto the people, the priests, and the
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees
came upon them. They were actuated
by different motives, the two principal of
which are recorded. The priests, and
captain of the temple, or chief of the band
of Levites, to whom the ecustody of tho
temple was in weekly rotation entrusted,
were grieved that they taught the people.
They liked not this instrusion upon what
they considered their right; they consid-
ered not the wondrous nature of the call
which had been given the disciples; they
were unwilling to admit the possibility,
that {wo such unlearned and plain men

could truly teach the things. of God.
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The Sadducees, who had taken advantage
of priestly prejudices, to urge the priests
and Levites to a foremost part in the op-
position, had themselves the gravest charge
to bring against the doctrines which these
disciples taught. They were grieved, be-
cause the Apostles preached through Je-
sus the resurrection of the dead.

The distinguishing feature of the Sad-
ducees’ doctrine was their denial of any
spiritual existence, and of the immortality
of the soul; and, as a consequence of this,
the denial of any rewards and punishments
in a future state. The Pharisees, on the
contrary, confessed all these truths j but
looked upon the strictness of their own
morality, and their rigid observance of
outward forms and ceremonies, as giving
them an abundant title to the rich rewards
reserved for the righteous. Let us re-
member this difference in our future consi-
derations.

The great design of our Lord, and the
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wreat'tendency of His :preaching, was to
represent the spirituality of the law of
God; that so, convincing His hearers of
‘the ‘impossibility of their rendering such
an obedience as a perfectly spiritual and
holy ‘God could accept, He might lead
them to Himsclf, as the f.amb slain from
the foundation of the world.* This doc-
trine would not suit the spirit of the Pha-
risees, ‘who had made void the spirituality
of God’s law by theiritraditions,} and .car-
ried not their obhservance of the law be-
yond the punctilious attention to the mere
ddfter of itsdemands. Amnd, accordingly,
From the beginning to the close of His ca-
yuer, the Pharisees were His bitter, His
coustarit, His inveterate opponents. The
Budducees seem to have distinguished
‘themselves but litfle among the adversaries
of Hisiteaching. It mattered little upon
‘their System, $0 what extent the spirituali-
ty of the law was carried; for so that they
‘* Rev. xill. B. + Mark vii. '£8,
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had its protection, and enjoyed its privile-
ges, and escaped its penalties now, they
looked no further. But the Apostles of
the risen Saviour, justly regarding the doc-
trine of the resurrection, as the great proof
of the whole scheme of Christianity,
brought it prominently and boldly forward.
It was He whom (3od raised up, of whom
they spake. It was the Prince of life
whow God had raised from the dead, as
they were witnesses, whom they announ-
ced, and through whom they further
preached the resurrection of the dead.—
Their preaching aims a blow at once, then,
at all the Sadducean system. It cuts at
the very root of all their cherished noti-
ons. But did it merely strike at some fa-
vourite notion, some cherished doctrine?
O ! more, much more than this. It struck
at all their peace, their comfort, their in-
dulgence. Connected with the thought of
a resurrection from the dead, must always

be the idea of a future retribution. And
F2
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with whdt feelings could they :contemplate
fhe'very possibility of a judgment to:come,
whose whole lives ‘were ‘formed upon the
principle, ‘Liet us eat and ‘drink, for -to-
‘morrow we :die,*~—whose -whole conduct
and conversation were -for ‘this “world a-
lvrte, aiming only at its -pleasures, dread-
ing only its :pains. ¢ Nay, away with
such fellows,””> would they surely ‘ery:
¢ stop such unwelcome tidings; down with
unsavoury doctrines such-as these!”” And
the unwilling -dread of their own error,
and'the fear of admitting the very possi-
bility of theirbeing wrong'in a point, which
vitally offected all their peace, 'would add
wings to their determination to crush:these
notivns ‘even in the very bud.

There are Pharisees and Sadducees m
€ospel times, as ‘much as there were In
Jewish. ‘And still are the two .cldsses,
which we might:so'niame, among the-most
déciled bpposers ‘of :the truth as -it us sin

* 1 Tor.'xv.192.
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Jesus. - We dwell not upon the resem-
blance between the Pharisees of old, and
those whose self-righteousness, and pride,
and -self-complacency, the doctrine of a
free salvation through the blood of Jesus,
provided as much for the mecanest and the
vilest, as for the loftiest and most moral, if
only they will come to Jesus:that they may
have lile, most mortally -offends. Our
present attention belongs to the Saddu-
vees of the:present day. .And among the
warmest opponents of the Gospel truths,
are ‘found those whose lives, addicted to
the world, immersed in pleasures, fed on
the applause 'and honor of this passing
scene, leave them no hope, if they alone
are safc who are converted to God, raised
from their state rof trespasses and :sins -to
newness and holiness of Jife, and living, by
the faith of Jesus, even as Jesus lived.
They are grieved, that we.preach throygh
Jesus theresurrection of the dead. It isnot
midewdithetruth, ‘that this frail-body, hav-
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ing been turned to its dust, shallrlscagain
from the grave to be re-united to the soul
for evers it is not this that grieves them.
But this resurrection of the body is an
emblem of a spiritual resurrection from the
death of sin unto the life of righteous-
ness, which must take place in the inmost
soul, before it can have a hope of entering
heaven. It represents to us a change, a
thorough, an entire, a spiritual change of
heart, which must be wrought, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, in all that would
hope to enter into the Lord’s kingdom.—
And this, the worldly, for they are the
Sadducees, like not. They love the pre-
sent scenc, its vanities, its delights; they
are contented with its honors, its applause,
its wealth ; they wonder what harm there
is in the innocent amusements and harm-
less gaieties of life: and mark that man
¢ fanatic,”> who would bid them come out
and be separate from the recreations, the
pursuits, and joys in which the worldly
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live, They acknowledge another world,
but they live for this : they recognize the
God of Heaven, but they worship the
‘God of this world : they speak of the Spi-
tit of the Lord, but he, whose sway they
own, is the Spirit that worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience.* Q! then, what
death to their hopes, the solemn truth,
Ye'must be born again!t What confusion
to their expectations of heaven, the an-
mouncement, Except ye be converted, ye
‘cannot see the kingdom of'God.} If any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
‘none of His:T What a mystery to them
‘the'Scripture, by which the heirs of hea-
ven are pourtrayed. The Spirit of God
beareth witness with our spirits, that we
are the children of God.||

Q! are there any such before me,
-who are led through the worldliness
‘of their own lives, and their fondness for

*Eph.ii. 2 tJohniii.7 }Matt, xviii. 8.
T Rom. viii. 9, I Rom. viii. 16.
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the pleasures and indulgences of life, to
dislike the truths which set before them
the need of a spiritual change, and urge
on them the absolute, the indispensable
necessily of the conversion of their hearts to
God? Let me intreat you, Brethren! to
consider whether ye are not, not only fight-
ing against God, but sinning against your
own souls. Yes, your own consciences must
tell you, that could ye be transplanted just
as ye are to heaven, ye would have no fit-
ness for itj ye could not, as ye are, enjoy it.
Ye have no relish for its joys: no taste for
its employments: no love for Him who fills
it with His presence. Either heaven or
you, then, must change; judge ye, which ?
Either God or your souls must alter; say
ye, which? 1 say not, Brethren, that
there is any peculiar, or aggravated sin in
the pleasures or indulgences of the world:
that there is any merit in abstaining from
them, that abstinence from them is any
sure mark of a Christian mind, or that
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there is any peculiarly damning guilt in
entering into them: but this I say, that
the love of them is a mark of an uncon-
verted heart: a fondness for them an evi-
dence of an unchristian spirit: the enjoy-
ment of them, inconsistent with that con-
versation in heaven, which he aims at
maintaining, who is looking for his Savi-
our, the Liord Jesus.”

Notwithstanding, however, the oppositi-
on which the preaching of the Apostles
excited; yes, even in the midst of that op-
position, many of them which heard the
word belicved,—so many that the whole
number of the members of the Christian
church, exclusive of women and children,
was five thousand. ‘There are those who
consider this to have been the number of
persons brought into the fold of Christ on
this particular occasion. But a careful pe-
rusal of the narrative, and of the particular
form of the sentence which records the

Phil. iii. 20.
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matter;. can scarcely afford a confirmation
of this opinion. Independently of the im-
probability that a larger fruit should be
vouchsafed upon this occasion, than was
gathered into the fold an the day of tha
first miraculous outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, we can scarcely suppose, that such
a wonderful event,.if it had so taken place;
would have received such a mere ineidem-
tal notice: 'The structure of the sentence,
even as it'Is in our translation, but: more
espeoially as it stands in the original,
would lead us rather to consider the his-
torian as murking, as he passed, the pro-
gress which the yet infant cause. of Christ
and His Gospel had already made.. Many
of them that heard the word believed: and
by their addition, the number of the: men
alone that composed the Church was made
up: to five thousand.

When ws::look back upon the change
which had taken place, in.the short tima
between the first: assembling of the little
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band, that had just parted with their Lord,
and the gathering which we have here ob-
served, how wonderful appears the opera-
tion of that Spirit through whose grace it
had been effected. 'The number of names
together when first they met in the upper
roem at Jerusalem, comprising every sex
and age, was but one hundred and twenty.*
But now they reckon the men alone of
their company by thousands. So mightily
grew the word of the Liord and prevailed.{

And it grew amid opposition, ~ and flou-
rished, even when the hand of persecution
was stretched out against those that pro-
claimed it. Yes; the Arch-enemy of
souls appears not yet to have learnt the les-
son, in which he has since attained such
fatal skill, that the most dangerous wea-
pon, with which the purity, the spiritnali-
ty, and the increase of the Gospel king-
dom, can be agsailed, is worldly prosperity,
and outward ease. I mean not, by the

* Acts, i. 15. t Acts, xix. 20.
G
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Gospel kingdom, to describe those who
have been brought under the name, and
admitted to the outward privileges of the
Gospel. To an increase in such members
as these, a time of worldly prosperity and
ease is indeed favourable. But if the sub-
jects of a kingdom which is not of this
world* are men who are not of this world,
but converted, sclf-denying, consistent,
holy, spiritually-minded men: then surely
a time of outward ease, a time at which
union and conformity with the world are
so easy, a time at which a certain degree
of profession, if it go not too far, is cred-
itable,—surely such a time is most unfav-
ourable to such a spiritual growth. The
conversion of one soul to God now from
the heartlessness and formality of a mere
nominal Christianity is more rare and
more remarkable, than seems to have been
the accession of hundreds and thousands,

* John, xviii. 36.
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to the number of the saved in times of tri-
al, and persecution.

Yet let us remember, that while the
power of the Spirit, which enabled the A-
-postles to speak with other tongues, and
with such fluency and fervour to proclaim
the things of God, was purely miracu-
lous 5 yet the grace which opened their
bearts to attend to the things spoken,* and
influenced them to believe and act upon
the truth, was simply what may be term-
ed His ordinary operation—the same as
we are permitted to ask for and expect in
as large and abundant manifestations as
then characterized the gift. Why then is
it, that so little of the operation of that
grace is now bestowed ? Even because
it is so little asked for, so little waited for.
Surely it is because Ministers come not in
aspirit of real prayer to their flocks, in pub-
lic and in private, looking for and expect-
ing the accompanying presence of the Spi-

* Aets, xvi. 14.
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rit with them in all their ministrations.
And as much, if not more, is it because
they are not helped by the prayers of their
flocks: because there is, among those who
profess to have tasted that the Lord is gra-
cious,* so little earnestness in pleading
with the Lord, that His Spirit may always
nccompatiy and bless the sowing of the
seed, and water the seed sown, and guard
the tender blade, and foster the forming
ear, and fill the ripening corn with an a-
bundant increase. For thiis saith the Lord
‘God, 1 will yet fot this be enquired of by
the house of Israel to do it for them 3 I
will incréase them 'with men like a flock.t
Upon you, then, my Brethren, who have
been brought, by the Lord’s grace, with-
in the number of His faithful fellowers,
how great is the obligation to extend your
petitions beyond the limits of your own ne-
cessities: and to let yoursouls go forth be-
fore the Liord in earnest supplication for
* 1 Pet. ii. 8. t Ez. xxxvi. 87.
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your dying felow-sinners; that the Spirit
may be with each' word: in whatever weak-
ness spoken in the Lord’s Name, and that
He may manifest himself, as He did of old,
in gathering in'a large and abundant in-
crease into the garner of the Lord;—thaf
He may shew Himself again in the con-
version of souls bemeath the preaching of
the word of grace, and add daily to the
church of Christ such as shall be saved.~

The continued conduct of the Apostles
Peter and John, in. the circumstarices in
which they were now placed, affords us a
sweet evidence of the faithfulness of the
ancient promise,—As thy days, so shall
thy strength be:}. Their holy boldness,
their courage, and their zeal seemed to ga-
ther strength as they were exercised. As
it was evenirig, when they were found ad-"
dressing the multitude in the temple; they
were put in prison till tHe next morning.
THey had thus a taste both of the disposi-

* Nose ii. 47. t Deut. xxxii. 23.
c2
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tion and the power of their enemies.—
From their prison they were brought out
on the next morning, and placed before an
array of dignity, and pomp, and authori-
ty, and rank, enough to have daunted the
stoutest heart of unassisted man. But
their eye quailed not, nor fainted once
their heart. " What were they, that they
siiculd be afraid of men that should die:*
and of the sons of men that were but as
the grass ofthe field 7 They stood before
tize tribunal of earthly pomp, as the am-
bassadors of the King of Kings, the vin-
dicators of His insulted’ Name, the wmes-
scrzers of His merey to a lost and dying
world. 'The Lord was their light and their
salvation, whom then should they fear;
the Lord was the strength of their life, of
whow then should they be afraid 77 Ru-
lers, Elders, Scribes, High Priest, and
all his kindred,—a terrific array indeed !
surround them, and call on them to de-

_' Is. lli. 1. 1 Ps. xxvii. 1.
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clare, what secret charm, what diabolic
incantation they had used to bring about
the deed, which they could not deny was
done. Such seems to have been the mean-
ing of their question. But while Peter
addresses them with the respect which be-
longed to their station and to the capaci-
ty in which they questioned him, he seems
but to gather increased boldness from this
very circumstance, and charging them, the
rulers of the people and elders of Israel,
with the murder of the Prince of life, Je-
sus Christ of Nazareth, he announced
that in that Name which they well knew,
a Name belonging now to one exalted to
the right hand of God, they had made the
cripple whole. And with a holy fervor,
well worthy of the cause in which he
spoke, and with an anxiety lest they in-
terrupt him in his reply, he continues,
¢«This is the stone which was set at
nought of you builders, which is become
the head of the corner; neither is there
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salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given. among
men, whereby we must be saved.”’

How fraught with saving truths this
brief reply! Jesus, the Corner Stone!
Jesus;. the only Name whereby we must
be saved !

Even when the first Adam: fell, the
Lord of Mosts laid the foundation ofa glo-
rious Church; a Church to be built up in
this- time state, to be the everlasting joy
and dwelling-place of God Himgelf
throughout Eternity. The corner-stone
of this foundation was now brought in, and
laid amid the wonder of the Heavenly
throng, cemented with the blood of God.
himself, a solid, a tried,: a precious, and a
sure foundation. This: stone forms the
beauty, the solidity, the value, the glory
of the whole building. Though in the-eyes
of man it- had no comelinessy and was: re-
jected as arefuse stone, in the Luord?s sight
it- was indeed preciousy honourable, and
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glorious. ¥n Him alone believers are built
up a spiritual house.* On Him alone they
can with safety rest. From Him alone they
derive all their value and their beauty in
the eves of God. He loooketh in His love
and mercy at the Corner Stone.  And all
the stones, from whatever hole of a pit they
may have been digged,t that are cemented
with the blood of Ged, and united to this
Corner stone, are safe in such a union
ofily : and in that union partake the Fa-
ther’s love, and share the glory which, for
His own Name’s sake, He puts upon this
honored stone. O, Brethren! are ye built
up in Him, united to Him by His own
blood : dlothed with His righteousness,
filled with His grace? Then when He
shall bring forth the headstone with shout-
ings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it}
shall ye be sharers in the glory of the
Living Stone.
* 1 Pet, ii. 5. tIs. Bi. 1. $ Zec. iv. 7.
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But there is no salvation in any other ;
there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved, but the one only Name of Jesus.
In making this so important declaration,
the Apostle turns from the question of the
cure effected upon the suffering body of a
fellow creature, to point out the efficacy
of the same way for the healing of the
soul’s diseases, and for the deliverance of
bis fellow-sinners from sin, and misery,
and death. The one remedy for all the
most desperate cases as well as those that
shew but the first symptoms of mortality,
is the same, the Name of Jesus! There
is no other way. Salvation is of the
Name of Jesus only.

There have been many ways, which
either the unassisted darkness of the na-
tural mind hath groped after, or a bor-
rowed glimmer from the light of revelation
hath disclosed ; and there are many ways,
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which men, with the revelation of God’s
way in their hands, have mingled up more
in accordance with their own wishes, their
prejudices, or their pride, by which they
hope, if God is the merciful Being they
take him to be, to enter heaven: but to
one and all,—to the frigid system of the
mere moralist, and the motley mixture of
grace and works, which others build upon,
as well as to the dark gropings of the hea-
then, it must be replied, I.et what excel-
lences there may be attached to your several
plans, there is one argument destructive
of them all,~they are not the Lord’s plan.
His way is the Name of Jesus, and there
is No salvation in any other. 'Fo the ig-
norant sinner, to the guilty sinner, to
the aroused sinner, to the polluted sin-
ner, the Name of Jesus is proposed as
the sovereign cure. Look unto Him
and be saved:* for He is made of God

*Is xlv. 22.
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Wisdom, and Righteousness, and Sancti-
fication, and Redemption, toevery one
that believeth in Him,t
O! then, Brethres, let me yrgeon you
this one thing, KExamine yourselves, whe-
~ther ye are in the faith} of Him. Try
yurselves by scriptyral. tests: and the Lord
give you grace, that finding there is no
salvation in any other, ye may build upon
that only Name whereby ye can he sayed,
the Name of JESUS,

11, Cor. i. 30. t 2 Cor. xjii, 5.
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ACTS 1V, 18—17.

Now WHAN THEY SAW THE BOLDNEGS OF PETER AND
JOHN, AND PERCEIVED THAT THEY WERE UNLEARN-
ED AND IGNORANT MEN, THEY MARVELLED ; AND
THEY TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF THEM, THAT THEY HAD
BEEN WITH JESUS. AND BEHOLDING THE MAN
WHICH WA8 HEALED STANDING WITH THEM, THEY
COULD SAY NOTHING AGAINST 1T, Bur warx
THEY HAD COMMANDED THEM TO GO ASIDE OUT OF
THE COUNCIL, THEY CONFERRED AMONG THEM-
SELVES, SAYING, WHAT BHALL WE DO TO THESE
MEN! FOR THAT INDE"D A NOTABLE MIRACLE HATH
BEEN DONE BY THEM I8 MANIFEST TO ALL THEM
THAT DWELL IN JERUSALEM ; AND WE CANNOT DE-
NY IT. BUT THAT IT SPREAD NO FURTHER AMOKG
THE PEOPLE, LET US STRAITLY THREATEN THEM,
THAT THEY BPEAK HENCEFORTH TO NO MAN )N
THIS NAME, )

Hap we seen and known less of the cha-

racter of the audience which St. Peter
)
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had just addressed, we might have surely
expected a more powerful impression to
have been made both by the intrinsic im-
portance, and the solemn delivery, of His
reply to their question. 'The direct charge
upon them of the leading part they had ta-
ken in the cruciiixion of Jesusj the so-
lemn assertion of the exaltation of that
same Jesus, by the hand of God, to the
head of the corner§ the repeated reference
of the miracle they had wrought to the sole
power of Flis Nume, thro’ faith in His
Names and the extended announcement
that there was o salvation,—that is, ei-
ther froih present misery or eternal woe,— »
in any other, since that was the only
Namé ander Heaven by which they could
be sdved : these were important matters in
fherlnse]ves, and appear to have been de-
livered with an earnestness, a boldness,
and a zeal, which we should have thought
likely deeply and savingly to impress the
hearts of those that heard him. . But we
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are thus eardy taught the truth of what$St.
Paul afterwards announced as characteris-
tic of the Gospel, that not many learned,
not many noble, not many mighty are
called.* The same charge which-was now
made against these RRulers, and Elders,.and
High Priests, atlended with the exhibiti-
on of the saving power of the Name of Je-
sus, had already been addressed with won-
drous efficacy, through the accompanying
power of the Spirit of the Lord, to the
hearts of thousands of the common people.
T'he number of thosefrom among this class
that believed in the Lord, had been just
stated as amounting to five thousand men.
But, with but rare exceptions, just enough
to shew that there is .no impossibility -in
the way of the rich, the learned, and the
greal, -this same Gaspel appears to have
‘been addressed almost in vain ;to the ex-
alted in station, in dignity, in wealth.
W hen, indeed, those assembled cn the pre-
® 1 Cor. i. 26.
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sent occasion beheld the boldness of Pe-
ter and John, they marvelled. They won-
dered at the mighty power with which the
words of such unlearned men were clothed.
They wondered at the moral courage,
with which men, so unaccustomed to such
scenes, were enabled to stand up in the
face of so august an assemblage, and bold-
ly to proclaim a Name which that assem-
bly had already cast out, and which they
now affected at least to despise. They
marvelled to see such things. But their
feelings were no otherwise excited, than
to such a mere wonder at such an extra-
ordinary event. No conviction seems to
have fastened itself upon their mind ; there
was no pricking of the heart, no eager
cry, Men and Brethren, what shall we do?
But ah! how much isitsostill. How ma-
ny still are compelled to wonder at the
transforming power of the Name of Jesus,
and to express an unwilling acknowledge-
ment of the efficacy of that Name alone to



LECTURE 1V. b

the -support of the weak, the comfort -of
the cast-down, and the turniag the hearts
-of sinners from darkness to light, .and from
the-power of Satan -unto God;* who yet
-are so fortified by self-complacency. as not
to feel, or so incased in prejudice asnot
to acknowledge, their own need of a
thange, and to apply as convineed sinners
to the'Name of Jesus. ‘Men are not in-
deed now wurged in vain, in nominally
‘Christian lands, to :the -bearing of, the
‘Name of Jesus§ sinee it.-were:deemed un-
charitable to-deny the name of Christian
to any that have been baptized, though
their whole lives may have been practical
denials of the faith of Christ. Nor, .in-
deed, if the faith of Jesus be..compatible
with-worldliness of conduct, and the un-
conversion of the heart, would ‘it.be true
that there is any peeuliar .difficulty .in
bringing the learned, the. wealthy, - and
the noble to such.afaith as that. .Bat

% Acts, xxvi..18.
H2
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to that faith of Jesus which worketh by
love :* to that faith whose effect is seenin
the change of the heart: to that faith
which leadeth to self-denial, to separation
from the world, and the single devotion of
body, soul, and spirit to the Lord’s ser-
vice, it must be painfully confessed, that
either the higher tewptations, or the
stronger prejudices, or the greater pride
of the mighty, the learned, and the rich
make them hardest to be brought. Rais-
ed by supertority of education, or guarded
by the customs of society against the gros-
ser vices which deform humanity, and ig-
norant of that spirituality of God’s charac-
ter, which requireth truth in the inward
parts,t and condemns as sin every aliena-
tion of the mind from Him, and every
failure in that perfect love of Him which
His law demands, they are harder to be
convinced of their sinfulness, and to be
shewn the necessity of that righteousness
¢ Gal, v, 6. 1 Ps. li. 6,
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of God, which is by faith alone upon all
that believe.* Imbued, perhaps, with high
principles of worldly honor, accustomed to
the respect with which their fellow-men
regard their talents or their worth, or sa-
tisfied with the comforts, the station, the
enjoyments which wealth provides, they
are more difficult of access to the humbling
trath, that as guilty sinncrs they need the
blood of Jesus as much as the meanest
and vilest of their fellow-creatures, and
harder to be taught the vanity of all things
present, and to be led to the pursuit of
that one thing, which alone is needful.
They can sometimes wonder at the forti-
tude, with which, in the most trying cir-
cumstances of penury or privation, the ad-
ditional burden of an agonized body is en-
dured ; they can sometimes marvel al the
peaceful joy, in which the soul of tried
and weary pilgrim is sustained by faith in
the loving arm of God, as seen reconciled

* Rom. iii. 232,
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in Christ Jesus. They -can ‘sometimes
marvel at the boldness and the fervor,
with which men, ignorant in'other respects,
can give a reason of the hope'that is in
them,* and appeal to-the law -and to ‘the
testimony,t to the word and promise of the
Liord, as the ground of their confidence be-
fore God. But while they wonder, and
are in many cases constrained to oorfess
that the power of the Lord has: been pre-
sent to effect the change they marvél at,
too often, alas! ‘their wonder results but
in a confirmation of their ‘prejudiees,-and
the hatdening of their hearts.

The Chief Priests and Elders appear
to have imagined, that in the tomb where
the body of the crucifiéed Jesus was laid,
were buried all the dangers-they had anti-
cipated to their church and- nation,*from
the continued-exhibition of his. pretensi-
ons, and of the wondrous miracles by which
they were supported. - Imagine, then, their

* 1 Peter iii. 15 ¢ $1Is, viii. 20.
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surprise, and we may suppose their dismay
as well, at perceiving His place supplied
by others manifesting the same powers j
and not diverting the people’s minds by
new pretensions, but exhibiting all their
powers in confirmation of His claims whom
they had thought for ever silenced. Ima-
gine their surprise and their vexation,
when, having their attention called to the
Name of Jesus, and being led by it
to look more earnestly upon the men that
stood in the midst, they recognized them
- as disciples and followers of Him whom
they had slain. ¢ They took knowledge
of them, that they had been with Jesus.”’
They remembered them now as men whom
they had seen with Him, when they laid
wait for Him in the temple, to catch Him
in His words. And in recognizing their
persons, they could net but recognize their
spirit also, and perceive, ihat while the
same miraculous power had been exhibit-
ed by them in healing the diseased, there
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was the same faithfulness of language, the
same boldness of reproof, the same ear-
nestness and holy fervor of spirit, mingled
with the same deferential regard for the of-
fice which they held as rulers of the Lord’s
people, which had marked Him, whose
followers they recognized.

And can we avoid remarking, that the
true followers of the blessed Saviour have
eversince been, and still may be, known
by the same token. Men may take know-
ledge of them that ‘they have been with
Jesus.

The true Christian, for instance, is a
man of prayer. The. gracious promises of
the Liord’s spiritual presence .are vouchsa-
fed, not alone to the public offering, but to
every private, or social outpouring, of
praise and supplication to the throne of
grace, 1In prayer, the true believer holds
communion with his God ‘and -Baviour.
In prayer, he finds heaven opened, and is
permitted to converse with haly confidence
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and filial reverence with Him in whom ke
fiads his great High Priest, and Advocate
with the Father, who is interested in all
his sorrows, can sympathize with all his
infirmities, and hos atowed for all his sins.
And as the first evidence of the spiritual
life is found in the declaration, Behold,
he prayeth ;* so may he discover by the
interest, the energy, the ferveney, and the
delight he has in prayer, as by a spirit-
ual barometer, the state of spiritual life
and vigor in which his soul is.

The true Christian, too, is a2 man of the
Seriptures. In them, as the mirror of the
Lord’s perfections, he gazes upon the glo-
ry of the Liord. In them, as the revela-
tion of his Lord’s will, he receives and
meditates upon the messages of God to
bhim. In them, as containing Christ Je-
sus upon every page, he sees, and conver-
ses, and holds communion with his Lord,

® Acts ix. 11.
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In their promises, as they are Yea and A-
men in Christ Jesus,* he finds the ground
of His hope, and the communication of
his strength, the comfort of his sorrows,
the sweetness of his joys. In their pre-
cepts, as they are cmbodied in the perfec-
tion of the obedience of Christ, he sees
his rule of life, the pattern of his conduct,
the guide of his conversation. And thus,
in meditating upon the Secriptures, he
holds communion with Jesus; he has
Christ, the Word of God, for his compa-
nion, his guide, his comforter, his friend.
The true Christian, I say, delights in this
communion. It may be, that he has no
time for continued and lengthened perusals
of the word of God, without neglect of
those duties which are equally with religi-
ous study, a part of his Christian course.
But still in the midst of the busiest cares,
will it be his joy to take to him the dove-

* 2 Cor. i. 20,
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like wings of meditation, and fly away,
and hold converse with His Saviour in
His word.

But how may the world know this?
How may they take knowledge of him
that he has been with Jesus? Isit by
the display of his love of prayer, and by
calling on the world to witness, how ma-
ny of his otherwise retired moments are
busied in the studious contemplation of
the word of God. Oh! noys indeed: not
stuch the spirit of the Gospel of Jesus.
But if the spirit of the Gospel be opposed
to such display, no less contrary is it to
that worldly spirit, which deems the in-
troduction of sacred things into the every
day businessof social life an intrusion, and
banishes from the ordinary intercourse of
those who profess to hope for hcaven all
symptoms, such as social prayer, and spi-:
ritual converse would afford, of that con-
versation which is in heaven. For can
any one be a man of prayer, delighting in

1
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this communion with his gracious Savi-
our, and finding Him precious to the
soul, and go forth into the world fresh
from such hcavenly intercourse, and bear
with him no savor of that Npirit, thro’
which hLe has held communion with his
Y.ord? Can he come forth from his clo-
sety, where he has been privileged to ad-
dress God as a loving Father, and to
plead the love of Jesus as his ground of
confidence in such approach; and not
manifest in Lis conduct the loving spirit,
the meekness and gentleness, the patience
and forbearance, the charity and forgiving
disposition of his f.ord? (an he come
forth from such intercourse, as he, an un-
worthy sinner, is privileged, through the
blood of Jesus, to hold with God the Ia-
ther, and not manifest in his life the de-
sire to glorify so gracious and so kind a
Father in every thing he does ; and by
indirect means at least, if not direct ones,
to bring others to see and know and loye
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the same Saviour? And can any one be a
man of the Scriptures, whose conscience
has becn at all enlizhitencd and aroused,
and nof reco:snizz the bearing of the word
of truth upon ali the conduet of his lifc, and
not i some drogiee carry abrowd with
Lim the impress of those heavenly pre-
cepts, the inducnee of those precious pro-
mises, the savor of those blessed truths,
on which he finds it his delight to dwell?
{an Le receive the Scriptures as the record
of his Father’s will concerning all his
conduct, and in going abroad neglect the
guidance of His counsels, and contemn
the spirit of His heavenly instructions?
Can he receive the Scriptures, as full, in
every page, of Christ and EHis Salvation,
and in his hzart accept the Saviour they
display as both his sacrifice for sins, and
also his ensample of godly life: and not
aim in his whole life and coaversation, by
following the example of Jesus, to glorify
Him whom Le clings to as his refluge and
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his Righteousness?  Surely the influ-
ence of a prayerful Spiril, upon the
whole habits of the mind, and affcctions
of the heart, and character of the eonver-
sation ; surely the effects of a constant re-
ference to, and dclight in, the word of
God, in producing the daily conquest
of sin, the subduing of the temper, the
subjection of the passions, in short, the
holiness of the life, and the habitual rea-
diness for death ; surcly these are eviden-
ees by which men may be recognized as
followers of Christ,—these are symptoms
by which indeed they may be taken know-
ledge of, that they have been with Jesus.

Why, then, it may be asked, is it so
much the present day’s complaint, that it
is o difficult to distinguish between the fol-
lowers of Jesus and of the world ? And
alas ! it must be answered, that it is be-
cause those who profess to have joined
themselves to the Lord as His servants,
are ig reality so little with Jesus: that



LECTURE 1V. 89

they are so easily satisfied with the pro-
fession of a spiritual interest in Jesus, that
they spend but little of their time in live~
ly communion with Him, find not their
joy in prayer to Him, delight not in His
word, nor exercise themselves day by day
in living by faith upon [1im. A cold, a
doubting, a hesitating profession, while it
is most uncomfortable and unsatisfactory
to the professor, tends also more to the
dishonor than the praise of Jesus? Name:
and what else but a cold, a lifeless, an
unspiritual profession can be the result of
so little communion with Him, who is the
fountain of all light, and heat, and life 7—
O! that the Lord would revive His work
among us, and bring all who profess to be
spiritual disciples of the Name of Jesus
to closer, and more constant spiritual
communion with Himself! O! that He
would truly quicken His slumbering, luke-
warm, inconsistent followers, that so both

12
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their souls may be stablished, »md His
cauise may grow through their means.

Do 1 address any such as these, that
‘profess themselves truly believers in Jesus,
but yet are in conduct lukewarm, com-
promising, and undecided 7 liet me ask
vou, Brethren, by what signs men could
take knowledge of you that ye have been
with Jesus; how may you be recognized
a5 his spivitual followers ; how may ye
he manifested that ye are not the children
of the world ? 'The signs and tests which
the Lord bath given you are plain enough.
They that are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with its affections and lusts.* If any
manbe in Christ, he is a new creature.t
If any wan will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his eross daily,
wnd follow me} By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one for another.§ Love not the

*'Gal. v. 24, t2Cor. v, 17.
$ Luke ix. 23, § John xiii. 35.
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'world, neither the things that are in the
world.]] Know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God?1 O
judge yourselves by these tests, examine
yourselves wheiber ve be in the faith; re-
membering that every professor of vital
godliness, is as a city sct upon a hill, and
that to every one of them is in some
-degree entrusted the honor of the Saviour,
“whose he professes himself to be. And,
O! aim, by such spiritual communion with
Jesus in His word and ordinances, at ha-
ving His impress so stamped upon you,
that men may take knowledge of you that
ye have been with Jesus.

The recognition of these two Apostles,
as having been followers of Christ Je-us,
coupled with the undeniable nature of the
miracle that had been wrought by them,
and aided probably by some uneasy reflec-
tions, with regard 1o the part they had ta-
kenin the execution of the same Jesus,

ji 1 John ii. 15. T James iv. 4.
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through faith in whose name the miracle
of healing had been wrought, and almost
as great a miracle been cfiected in the chan-
ged spirit of these unlearned and ignorant
men, seems (o have not a Jittle disconcert-
ed this dignified assemblage. At a loss
how o actconcerning them, they put them
forth a little, that they might confer upon
s0 important a matter, as they evidently
felt it. And now behold the principles of
worldly wisdom, in operation against the
counsels of the Most High. They are o-
bliged now to confess, as they had before
been compelled to acknowledge in the case
of Christ himself,* that indeed a notable
miracle was done; and that however their
own inclinations might lead them to cast
suspicions upon its reality, yet the publici-
ty of the act, and the notoriety of his cha-
racter and condition who had been healed,
had so affected the minds of the people
thut had witnessed it, that an atlempt to
* Jobn xi. 47.
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deny it would only expose the weakness
of their judgment, and the inveteracy of
their rage. But what effect has the un-
deniable nature of the miracle upon their
minds 7 Blight we not suppose that it
would lead them to institute further enqui-
ries, aud, in a spirit of candour, to call
for further proofs of the cluiins the Apos-
tles grounded upon the exercise of such
powers 2 But when the God of this
world hath biinded the mind, how dark
the infatuation, how thick the cloud by
which the judgment is perverted, and the
true exercise of the reason impeded.
Their only object is to prevent the spread-
ing of the fame of such a miracle, and to
cheek the progress of a cause, whose truth,
their efforts against such a testimony iu its
favour strongly corroborated. Their de-
sign was only how to put them down whom
God would exalt. Their deliberate deci-
sion was, that, though the Name of Jesus
had been proved so powerful in a confess-
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edly good and benevolent work, and tho’
the Apostles had declared their firm con-
viction, that tiere was no salvation in
any other, and that this wus the only
Mame under Heaven, given among men,
by which salvation coull be attaioed,
vet they should be commanded, yew, and
straitly threatened in case of disobedience,
not to speak any more in the Name of
Jesus.

EHow wesk in judgnient, as well as
vicious in principle, does such a determi-
nation seem ?  Yei we need not consider
it as peculiar to the Jewish assemblage,
before whicli Peter and John had so bold-
ly and fathfully preclaimed the Name of
Jesus. It s a picture or the opposition
which the natural man, under whatever
outward aspoety has always made against
the truth of God.  There is an inability to
comprehicnd the things of the Spirit of
God, and a consequent inability te under-
stand and enter into the feclings by which
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these that have received the Spirit of the
Lord are actuated, which always produ-
ces weakness of judewent and error in
principle, In the nature of the opposition
by which they that love not the truth
would check its progress.  Ur rather
should we sy, that there is a Bighty
One dwelling on Iigh, wlose cause the
truth as it is in Jesus is, who turns cven
the furiousness of men to Iis praise, and
refrains the fiercencss of them. It was
His over-ruling wight, which caused the
fame this miracle -l attained <o to act
upon the minis of the chicef priests and
eldzrs, as to yepress the visience of their
wishes azainst the infant eause of Chrisg.
It is the same overraling power which
now prevents the natural heart from those
outbreakings against the simplicity of the
truth as it is in Jesus, which, if the feel-
ings of that heart alone were consulted,
would soon be manifested. But as the
Lord looketh upon the heart, Hec secth
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there the enmity against Himy which stil
exists, in whatever way it may shew itselfy
or however its display may be controlled.
And bow awful must be the reckoning to
Him, which every heart must render,
whose natural enmity to Him and to His
cause is unsubdued, whose feelings un-
changed, whose aftcetions unrenewed !
-And such is tue heart of every one that
has not fled to Jesus, of every one who is
not in Christ, 2 new creature, having the
Spirit of Christy living by the faith of
Christ, secking only the glory of Christ,
and looking for and hasting to the eom-
ing of the day of Christ. O Brethren,
that day is coming: how shall ye meet ity
whose hearts are yet unchanged, unre-
conciled, unr.newed, unsanctified ? 'The
day is coming that shall burn as an oven,*
when the Lord shall come and discern be-
tween the righteous and the wicked, be-
tween him that serveth God, and him tha¢
* Mal. v, 1.
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serveth him not.t The righteous are they
only who are clothed in the righteous-
ness of Christ. And all that are not in
Him by faith, are classed in one general
description among the wicked. If then the
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and the sinner appear 7] O, let
the yet unconverted sinner think of this,
and ask himself solemnly this question ;
and may the grace of God impress it,
and bring you all and every one, my be-
loved Brethren! to that only refuge from
the wrath to come, the Lamb of God, the
chief corner stone, the only Saviour Je-
sus.

t Mal, iii. 18, 11 Peteriv, 19,
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ACTS IV. 18—22.

AND THEY CALLED THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM
NOT TO SPEAX AT ALL NOR TEACH IN THE NAME
orF Jesua. But PETER AND JOHN ANSWERED AND
SAID UNTO THEM, WHETHER IT BE RIGHT IN THE
S81GHT OF GOD TO HEARKEN UNTO YOU MORE THAN
vxTo Gop, JUDGE YE. FOR WE CANNOT BUT SPEAK
THE THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD.—
S0, WHEN THEY HAD FURTHER THREATENED THEM,
THEY LET THEM 60, FINDING NOTHING HOW THEY
MIGHT PUNISH THEM, BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE: FOR
ALL MEN GLORIFIED GOD FOR THAT WHICH WAS
DONE. FOR THE MAN WAS ABOVE FORTY YHARS OLD,
ON WHOM THIS MIRACLE OF HEALING WAS sHEWED.

Tue result of the solemn deliberation,
in which we left the Chief Priests and
Scribes and Elders and Rulers engaged,
is here before us. They called again be-
fore them men who had exhibited the
power of the name of Jesus, in healing the
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diseased bodies of their fellow crealures,
and charged them to speak that Name no
more. Sad symptom this of their benevo-
lence! They called before them men,
who had declared their belief that in the
Name of Jesus only was salvation to be
found, and charged them to speak that
Name no more. Sad feature this of the
blindness and perversencss of their hearts!
Not only doth the Lord refrain the furi-
ousncss of man, but turns their very wis-
dom into folly. The wisdom of this world
is foolishness with God;* nay, in this
case, it is foolishness even in the eyes of
man.

But what was the effect of such a
charge upon the hearts of the Apostles ?

YV hat should we expect its effect to be,
if he of whom they had so spoken, had
been but a human friend ?  Had he been
one to whom they werc merely bound by
ties of friendship or affection,—one whose

* ] Cor. dii. 19.
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memory it was their delight to cherish,
simply on account of the amiability and
excellence of his character when living,
and the tenderness of his parting charges
to the old companions of his suffering lot
on earth, this had been a hard demand,
that they should never mention His Name
again. Yea! had he been one to whose
instructions they were no more indebted,
than had been the disciples of a Plato or a
Seneca: one whose lessons of morality
they had imbihed, whose ethic precepts they
had dwelt upon, whose example they had
admired and striven to imitate, and whose
doctrines they deemed salutary to their
fellow-men, this had been a serious requi-
sition, that they should deliver none of his
instructions, nor teach in his name agaia.
But there were higher, far kigher, grounds
than these for their resisting such a
charge. Their own reply bricfly states
the grounds of their resistance. ¢ Wheth-
er it be right in the sight of God, to
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bearken unto you more than unto God,
judge ye. For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard.””—
It was not a matter in which they could,
without sin, obey the command addressed
to them. They were acting under the
commands of one whom they declared to
be the eternal God. And well did they
put it to the consciences of their judges to
decide, whether it could be right that they
should listen to the command, or be influ-
enced by the threats by which their silence
was attempted to be enforced in the face of
the solemn authority under which they act-
ed. Yet, however they might judge in
such a matter, the decision of the Apos-
tles’ own mind was, that they could not
but speak the things thut they had seen
and heard.

This reply of the Apostles to the com-
mand which bad been laid upon them fur-
nishes a lesson of instruction, as well to

those who have received the same commis-
’ E2
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sion which the Aposties had to go and
preaeh the kingdom of God,* as to every
individual Christian.

The commission which the Minister of
the l.ord receives is ofa very solemn na-
ture. 'These are the words in which the
Lord Jesus himself gave it. “Go thou in-
to all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature. He that believeth, and is
baptized shall be saved ; but he that belie-
veth not shall be damned.”’t With refer-
ence too to this commission, doth the A-.
postle Paul remark upon the blessed truth,
“ VWhosoever shall call on the Name of
the Lord shall be saved.”” ¢ How then,’’
he saith, ¢shall they call on Him, in
whom they have not believed 7 And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard ? And how shall they
hear without a preacher.”’{

Not only then the solemn charge of
the Lord Jesus, but also the immense

* Luke, ix. 2. t Mark xvi: 15,16. } Rom. x. 18, 14:
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responsibility which rests upon every one
invested with a commission to preach the
Gospel, that the means which the Gospel
of Christ Jesus proposes for the salvati-
on of the souls entrusted to them be dili-
gently employed, render it in an especial
manner incumbent upon the Minister of
the Lord to set forth inall its simplicity
the truth as it is in Jesus.* The work is
not indeed his. e may cxlLibit the plain
truths of the Gospel in such a manner that
the mind of the Spirit shall be evident in
every discourse: and yet it is only of the
sovereign grace of the Spirit to shew these
things to each soul, and to give the very
word of Christ itself any eflicacy to the
conversion of the soul. Yet this depend-
ance, for the very minutest success, upon
the grace of the Spirit diminishes not in
the least the solemn duty of all the Minis-
ters of Christ, to set forth the plain and
simple truth, just as it is in the Scriptures,
* Ephes. iv. 21.
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neither decorated with the enticing words
of man’s wisdom, nor qualified by the sug-
gestions of man’s fcars, nor weakened by
the influence of man’s worldliness, nor pa-
ralysed by the effects of man’s example.
Well does our Church sct forth the so-
lemn nature of this responsibility, in the
charge delivered by the mouth of her pre-
lates to all whom, in the Name of Jesus,
she investeth with the priestly office.  She
reminds them that the ¢ weighty office and
charge, to which they are called is this, to
be Messengers, Watchmen, and Stew-
ards of the Lord § to teach and to premo-
nish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s
family ;5 to seek for Christ’s sheep that
ere dispersed abroad, and for his children
thai are in the midst of this naughty world,
that they may be saved through Christ for
ever.”” And urging them to consider
earnestly the end of their Ministry, she
charges it upon them to ‘see that they
never cease their diligence, their care and
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labor, until they have done all that lieth
in them, according to thcir bounden duty,
to bring all such as are or shall be com-
mitted to their charge, unto thut agreement
in the faith and knowledge of Giod, and to
that ripeness and perfectness of age n
Christ, that there be no place left among
them either for error in refigiony or for vi-
ciousness in life.”?

We speak not, however, at present of
any other part of Ministerial responsibili-
ty, than that which is involved in the duty
of preaching the truth as it is in Jcsus: of
setting forth the word of life, in such way as
the volume of revelation itself sets it forth,
that it may be the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth*
There are truths bearing a conspicuous
part in the Gospel revelation, yea, lying
almost at the very foundation of the Gospel
plan, which yet are offensive to the natu-
ral heart, and arouse the prejudices, or

* Rom. i, 16.
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assail the pride of unconverted man. Some
ol these are the corruption and entire depra-
vity of the heart of man, the justification
of the sinner by the merits of Christ, ap-
plied to his soul by faith, without works
or deservings of his own, the necessity of
a complete change of heart, and conversi-
on of the soul to God, and the indispensi-
ble nature of a separation from the world,
with its pomps and vanities, the mortifica-
tion of the flesh with its affections and
lusts, and the renunciation of the Devil
and his wicked works. These truths, e-
ven if not openly opposed, are but too apt,
from their offensive nature, to influence
the minds of those that are charged to de-
liver them into a defectivenesss of state-
ment, or tameness of application. There
is a natural unwillingness in the heart of
the most conscientious proclaimer of the
truth, to say things which are offensive
either to the feelings or prejudices of these
around them. And there is a natural fear
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in the minds of those most anxious to
bring sinners to the knowledge of salvati-
on, lest the exhibition of offensive truths
may drive further away from Christ thosc
whom they would wish to bring into his
fold. But as well to those who would ob-
ject to the exhibition of the truth, as to
these reasonings of his own heart, the Mi-
nister of God, in following the example
of Peter, must reply, ¢ Whether it bc
right in the sight of God to hearken to
you rather than to God, judge ye.»’—
Duties are ours, and that duty is of all o-
thers to preach the truth as it is in Je-
sus, neither giving undue prominence to
any one portion of the truth, nor, through
fear of offence, keeping back one essential
feature of the truth; for consequences be-
long to God; and he, who, when really
eonvinced in his heart, and fully persua-
ded in his own mind, that this or that
doctrine is the truth of God, and yet thro’
fear of consequences keeps back from giv-
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ing it its due portion in the whole counsel
of God, is, in my judgment, in the er-
ror of Uzzah, who, as though God were
unable to provide for the safety of His
own ark, put forth his hand to steady it
when shaken.*

But what is the lesson, which the reply
of Peter on this occasion, suggests to the
mind of every individual Christian. Lea-
ving it to the consciences of his judges to
decide the point he had referred to them,
he proceeds to say, that he and his bre-
thren could not but speak the things which
they had heard and seen. What was the
necessity that was laid upon them 7—
Doubtless it was principally the same, as
that which St. Paul speaks of, when he
says, Necessity is laid upon me; yea,
woe is unto me, if 1 preach not the Gos-
pel 5t a necessity arising from the commis-
sion he had received; a necessity which,
as we have seen, lies now upon every

¢ 1 Chron. xiii. 9, 10. t & Cor. ix. 16,
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minister of the Gospel. But there was a
necessity no less strong, arising from the
effects of the Gospel upon their own
hearts, as individual sharers in the salvati-
on of Jesus. The effeet of the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit upon them was
that the love of Christ was shed abroad
in their hearts.* The love of Christ then
would lead them, yea, would lay them
under a necessity of aiming, for His own
sake, to glorify Him, and in every possi-
ble way promote the praise of His Name.
But one of the chief effects of the love of
Christ is to fill the heart in which it is
shed abroad with the love of all for whom
Christ died. And surely the powerful in-
fluence of this affection would constrain
them to speak to all around them of the
things wbich they had experienced, the
things which they had heard and seenj
that, knowing Jesus to be the only way,
the truth, and the life,} and knowing that

#* Rom. v. 5. t Joha, xiv, 6.
L
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the salvation of their souls could only be
effected by their being brought to an inter-
est in Jesus, they might lead them to His
Name, through faith in His Name ]
"This faith in Christ, is, in all who are
truly partakers of it, a faith working by
the same love,§ which influenced the A-
postles’ hearts. The effect of this love
will be, must be the same in all that are
truly influenced by it. It will act upon
all that are truly believers in Jesus, and
have been made partakers of the precious-
ness of His salvation, in leading them to
glorify Him in all things, and in every
thing, to aim at setting forth His praise.
This, doubtless, will be chiefly done in the
whole tenor of the life, by acting, in the
duties of life, upon Christian principles;
exhibiting, in the charities of life, a Chris-
tian feeling § practising, in the habits of
life, a Christian self-denial ; and maintain-
ing, in the relationships of life, a Christian
1 Acts, iii. 16. §.Gal. v. 6.
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conversation and conduct. This silent
preaching of a Christian life is certainly
more powerful than all the eloquence,
which words can embody in speaking the
praise of Jesus, while the life is a con-
tradiction. But where there is a Chris-
tian life, can the lips be silent in the praise
of Christ? Where the sinner has found
Christ precious as his reconciliation and
his peace with God, can his tongue re-
frain from speaking of Him in whom his
soul delighteth? When the heart is full
of love to Christ, as it will be if the Spi-
rit of Christ be there, will not its abun-
dance overflow in the words of prayer and
praise of Christ? Ifso be that the soul
hath tasted that the Lord is gracious,*
ean it refrain from inviting fellow-sinners
to come and see that the Lord is gracious,
yea, to taste and see how good the Lord
is?t O! surely, my Brethren, it is a sad
symptom of the deficiency of the love of

* ] Pet. ii. 8. t Pa. xxxiv. 8,
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Christ in the heart, when the name of Je-
sus and His salvation are scldom and re-
lictantly brought forward in the conversa-
tion and intercourse. Surely we need no
stronger proof of the unchristian nature of
worldly pleasures and worldly society,
than the fact how incompatible the menti-
on of Jesus and His salvation would be
with their enjoyment. If there be a time
at which the things of Jesus are unsuita-
ble, a pursuit in which the glory of Jesus.
is set aside, an occupation in which the
mention of His name is ill-timed and inja-
dicious, surely those so engaged are not
like servants watching (for their Lord,~
they are net ready for His coming as a
thiel in the night,f they have not their
conversation in heaven, where Christ sit-
teth.f And, surely, we can have no sad-
der proof of the lukewarmness of profess-
ing Christians, and of their deficiency in
that love which is shed abroad in the heart

¢ Luke xii, 87. {2 Pet. iii. 10, 3§ Phil. iii. 20
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by the Holy Spirit, than the reluctance
and hesitation and backwardness which
are so often found about speaking of the
things of Christ, and engaging in serious
conversation. A standard of piety is but
too generally set up, which comes far, far
indeed, short of the pattern either of
Christ himself or of Iis early Church;
which admits of many compromises with
the world, and allows a worldliness of
conduct and a style of conversation differ-
ent indced from the seriptural model. And
alas! it is not alone the case with the
worldly, but even with professing Chris-
tians, that the charges to such self-denial,
and living by faith upon Christ, and li-
ving above the world, and doing every
thing to the glory of God, and in the Name
of the Lord Jesus, as the Scriptures them-
selves contain, are considered to have a
savor of enthusiasm, and to be more spe-
culative than practical in their nature.

Yet surcly we may recur to the Saviour’s
L2
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declaration, whose truth every day’s expe-
rience musi confirm that out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh ;*
and can we help seeing from that truth, that
if the heart were 1eally at peace with God,
and by the influenee of the Spirit filled
with His love, we could not but speak the
things whiclh we have scen and heard, we
could not but speak of Jesus and of His
love. 1f indeed our hearts were really fill-
ed with the love of Jesus, not only would
it no tbe an cffort to speak of Him, but it
would be pain to us tp be silent, we
should scarcely be uble to refrain ourselves.
It would be with us as with the prophet.
Jeremiah. ¢Because the word of the Lord
was made a reproach unto me, and a de-
rision daily, then I said, I will not make
mention of Him, nor speak any more in
His name; but His word was in mine
heart, as a burning fire shut up in my
Lones, and I was weary with forbearing

® Matt, xii. 84.
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and I could not stay.””* O, my Brethren,
believers in Jesus, surely there is need that
the l.ord revive His work among us :t
that the Spirit of the l.ord come, and
breathe upon these dry bones, that they
may live.] And for this He will be en-
quired of, He will be entreated by His
people.f  Having then this coniidence,
that whatsoever we shall ask according to
His will He heareth us|| O, come ear-
nestly and confidingly to Him through
Jesus Christ, and plead with Him for the
Spirit. O, wait on Him for a Jarge mea-
sure of His grace, that being no more
conformed to the world, but being trans-
formed by the renewing of your minds,§
and the restoration of decaying graces, ye
may still follow after, if that ye may ap-
prehend that for which also ye are appre-
hended of Christ Jesus. **

‘This reply of Peter had, however, no

* Jer. xx. 8, 9. {Hab, iii. 2. }Ezek. xxxvii, %

T Ezek xxxvi. 87, | tJohn v. 14.
§ Rom, xii. 2. *3 Phil, hi. 12.
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other effect upon his hearers and judges,
than to call forth the enforcement of their
command by further threats. So treach-
erous a monitor is the mere natural con-
science, when unenlightened by the Spirit
of the Liord. There was an appeal made
to their consciences, such as we should
have supposed they could not resist. But,
however conscicnce might have whispered
of the strong ground of the Apostles’ ap-
peal, we see its effects no otherwise mani-
fested, than in the increase of severity a-
gainst the name they advocated, the addi-
tion of fiercer restrictions upon the free-
dom of their speech in His cause. Con-
science, then, certainly, performed not her
duty herej; nor can it truly exercise an
enlightened and spiritual’ judgment upon
things which relate to the kingdom of
God. In the forfeiture of the Divine im-
age which was enstamped upon the new-
ly formed man at his creation, conscience
too suffered, and is no longer, until the
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same image is renewed upon it by the
converting grace of God, a fair reflection
of the mind and will of God. This is not
only so where by a cowrse of abandoned
iniquity, the conscience has been seared ;
but experiencc shews it to be the case in
every unenlightenc!, unconverted man. 1t
is a deficiency in the faithfulness of con-
science, whieh, humanly speaking, makes
it so difficult to convince sianers of their
sin, and to make all,—the merely moral,
however strictly moral, as well as the pro-
fane or lewd,—to see the need of a com-
plete and thorough change of heart. Con-
science fails in her part, and suffices not
to bring home to the soul the sinful na-
ture of every thought or desire, which
wanders from God alone, and the polla-
ting nature in the sight of God, of every
the smallest sin, be it only a wandering
thought. 1t is not until the Spirit of God
begins to work, that the conviction of sin,
is brought home withany power to the con-
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science. Whatever strivings there may
have previously been, and whatever unea-
sincss may have arisen from the suggesti-
ons of conscience, even in its fallen state,
it is only when the Spirit of the Lord
comes in His power upon the soul, that
the nail is fastened as by the Master of
Assemblies, and the word of wisdom is as
a goad” to urge the soul from its past
wanderings and neglect of God into His
spiritual service. When the power of
conscience, and its sufficiency for the dis-
cernment of right and wrong are asserted,
the mind turns, for a sad denial of the fact,
to the many deathbed scenes in which poor
sinners are seen hurrying into eternity pro-
fessing their readiness to depart, and wil-
lingness to meet their Judge, on the mere
ground of their never having done harm to
any one, and repelling all atiempts to con-
vince them of their utter sinfulness and
need of a Saviour’s blood and His right-

* Eceles. xii. 11,
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eousness to cover them, by the insuffici-
ent plea of best endeavours, and sincerity
of service. O, my Brethren! if any such
are here, yet spared from the bed of death,
take not such comforts as these to your
bosom, but, as the first step to real peace
in Jesus, take the word of God, and,
with earnest prayer for the enlightening
influence of the Spirit of truth, judge your-
selves by it. Bring your thoughts, your
motives, your words, your actions, all to
this test, and see whether it will leave you
one thing to rest your souls upon. O, no!
it cannot 3 and when you find it cannot,
may you be led to Jesus as the only Name
whereby ye can be saved.

But while conscience is thus an insuffi-
cient guide as to our spiritual state, when
unenlightened by the Spirit of God, we
see how far its influence does extend in
this condition. The Apostles’ judges
threatened them, but their own consciences
did tell them, that they had no sufficient
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ground for any further proceeding. ‘They
found in them nothing how they might pu-
nish them, because of the people; for from
the age of the person healed, who had
been above forty years a cripple, the mi-
raculous nature of the cure was so pal-
pable, that all men glorified God for that
which was done. '
They found nothing how they might
punish them. They could not charge
them even with a deficiency of respeet for
them, still less with any real offence. The
ememies of Daniel were forced to give a
similar testimony to his character, ¢ We
shall not find any occasion agamst this
Daniel, except we find it against him com-
cerning the faw of his God.””* QOur Savi-
our the Lord Jesus hath denounced a woe
against His disciples, when all men should
speak well of them,} and declared that
they were blessed, when men should per-
secute them.i St. Paul hath testified,
* Den. vi. 5. % Luke vi. 96. | Matt. v. 11.
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that all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.*  And
St. Peter declares to his disciples, that it
is even hereunto they were called.t Vari-
ous have been the modes in which, from
the days of Cain and Abel, he that was
born after the flesh persecuted him that
was born after the Spirit ] But O, how
important is it, that the Christian should
look well that he suffer not as an evil-
doer,|| and that he give the enemics of
the truth no occasion at all against hum,
except concerning the law of his God.
Be it reproach, be it injury, be the cross
what it may, it is of all things necessary
to remember, that it be borne for Christ’s
sake. Ye have never been called upon,
my Brethren, to resist unto blood, stri-
ving against sin.T It is not for man to
say, however, but that such a day may yet
‘come. And assuredly, though persecution
* 2 Tim, iii. 13. {11 Pet. ii. 21. 1} Gal. iv, 29.

i } Peter iv. 15, T Heb. xii. 4.
M
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may not be unto death, the more spiritu-
ally, and decidedly, and consistently, and
after the pattern of Christ ye walk, the
more will the enmity of the carnal heart
be provoked. But O, aim, my Brethren,
by continual supplication for the Spirit of
the Lord, and communion through Him
with the Father and the Son, at being so
conformed to tbe image of Christ, that
none other offence can be taken at you
than on that ground ; and that, whatev-
er times may be in store for the Church
of Christ, ye may with St. Paul, and in
his spirit, be ready, if such should be
the L.ord’s will, not to be bound only,
but also to die for the Name of the
Lord Jesus !*

? Acts, xxi. IS,
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ACTS IV, 23-31.

AND BEING LET GO, THEY WENT TO THEIR OWN COM-~
PANY, AND REPORTED ALL THAT THE CHIEF PRIESTS
AND ELDERS HAD SAID UNTO THEM. AND WHEN
THEY HEARD THAT, THEY LIFTLED UP THEIR VOICE
170 GOD WITH ONE ACCORD, AND 8AID, LORD, TROU
ART GOD, WHICH HAST MADE HEAVEN, AND EARTH,
AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IN THEM 18 ; WHO BY
THE MOUTH OF THY SERVANT DAVID HAST 8Alb,
WHY DID THE HEATHEN RAGE, AND THE PEOPLR
IMAGINE VAIN THINGS? THE KINGS OF THE EARTH
4TOODP UP, ANDP THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TO-
GETHER AGAINST THE LOGRD, AND AGAINBT HIs
CHrisT. FOR OF A TRUTH AGAINST THY HOLY
CHILD JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST ANOINTED, BOTN
HEROD AND PONTiUS PILATE, WITH THE GENTILES,
AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WERE GATHERED T0-
GETHER, FOR TO DO WHATSEOEVER THY HAND AND
THY COUNSEL DETERMINED BEFORE TO BE DONE.
AND Now, LORD, BEHOLD THEIR THREATENINGS :
AND GRANT UNTO THY SERVANTS, THAT WITH ALL
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BOLDNESS THEY MAY SPEAK THY WORD, BY STRETCH-
ING FORTH THINE HAND TO HEAL ; AND THAT
SIGNS AND WONDERS MAY BE DONE BY THE NAME
OF THY HOLY CHILD JESUS., AND WHEN THEY HAD
PRAYED, THE PLACE WAS SHAKEN WHERE THEY
WERE ASSEMBLED TOGETHER §; AND THEY WERE ALL
FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, AND THEYXY BSPAKR
1THE WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS.

We have been engaged, in our consider-
ation of the previous part of this Chapter,
upon a view of the Apostles’ conduet,
when brought before rulers and councils
for the Name’s sake of Jesus. Ve have
seen, in this view, abundant proofs of the
faithfulness of their Master’s promises.
They had no need to take thought, what
they should say or what they should
speak; for it had been given them in the
same hour, what they should speak.*
We have seen in this view abundant evi-
dences of the changc that had been effect-
el in their own hearts, by the effusion of
the Spirit upon them. Kor they had been
raised above the fear of them that could
* Matt. x. 19,
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kill the body and then had no more than
they could do, and had been enabled te
act with a simple reference to Him, who
can destroy both soul and body in hell,
fearing above all things to deny Him,—
fearing, more than all their enemies’
threats, the very idea of keeping back
wbhat the Lord had bid them speak.

IFrom this contemplation of the boldness
and the firmness of the Christian character,
in the presence of its foes, we turn s
to a subject of yet livelier interest, to a
view of the sweetness and loveliness of
that character, in the midst of brethren
and friends. Being let go, because their
judges could find none occasion against
themn, the Apostles Peter and John came
unto their own company. By their own
company is probably meant the same band
of one hundred and twenty, which had ori-
ginally assembled in the upper room at Je-
rusalem,t zfier the ascension of the Lord

* Matt. x. 23. 1 Actsi. 18, 15,
“n2
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Jesus. And there, in the midst of their
own friends, their brethren and sisters in
Christ Jesus, they untosom themselves,
speaking of all that had befallen them, tell-
ing of all that God had done by them, re-
portng all the rage and threats of man ex-
cited in opposition to the Name and
cause of Jesus.

There is a peculiar satisfaction and com-
fort to the mind of man, in the assurance
of others’ sympathy. 'The very joys which
delight us here attain a double sweetness
from their being shared by those we love.
The very charms of nature, which attract
and fascinate the gaze of the admirer of the
beauties of the Lord’s hand in His works,
seem Lo be Invested with a double loveli-
ness, if there be but a friend—a loved com.
paniony, by, to whom we can turn and
say, How beautiful this is!

- But if sympathy be thus the sweetener, -
of joys, it is in a peculiar manner the so-
lace of the heart’s.sorrows. Be the af-
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fliction what it may, be the sorrow, which
ptesses on the soul, so grievous as to de-
fy the power of the sublimest motives,
and the sweetest words to administer the
balm of consolation § there is in the tear of
sympathy, in even the vouiceless cxpres-
sion of real feeling for the suflerer, a com-
fort which the most overburdened heart
must opcn to receive, a soothing sweet-
ness which the most troubled spirit can-
not reject.  Yet there is no sympathy to
be afforded by the most refined friendship,
grounded upon mere human motives and
cemented by mere human principles,
which is to be at all compared to the fel-
lowship of minds, whose kindred is the
brothierhood of the Gospel. Judge not of
this, ye who know not the (Gospel in its
sweetness 3 whose hearts have never been
engaged by the expansive power of the
true principle of love to Christ, and know
not the overflowings of ils affections in
the tender regard for all the members of
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Christ, his converted brethren and friends.
Judge not of this, ye who recognize not
the power of the Name of Jesus, in the
engugement of the feelings and affections
of the soul, and have never found it to be
as ointment poured forth,® captivating the
senses, and imparting the sweetness of its
savor to ally whatever their earthly lot,
that love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. It
is a swectness which they alone can know,
who, not in name and form alone, but in
the true feeling of affection, recognize as
brethren and sisters, all that are truly be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus. I¢is a fellow-
ship which they alone can enter into and
enjoy, whose fellowship is with the Fa-
ther and with His Son Jesus Christ;f
who are, not only in profession, but in
spirit and truth, accustomed to come to
the fulness of the Lord Jesus, and
draw from Him the Spirit, and the Spi-
rit’s fruits, love, joy, peace, gentleness,
*Cunt. i, 8. t1Jehni.s.
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goodness and truth.*  But, O! to those
that have thus known Christ, as their com-
mon fountain of all light, and grace, and
life, their common way of reconciliation
to the Father, and of access to the store-
house of His blessings, to the treasury of
that loving kindness which is better than
the life itself;} there is a sweetness in mu-
tual sympathy, there is a loveliness and a
strength in the tie that Linds their hearts,
which the world cannot imagine when un-
witnessed, cannot understand when seen.
‘The strongest tie which binds mere earth-
ly friends is liable to injury by every
change of circumstances; yea, even a
friendship such as that of David and Jona-
than, if it be cemented but by human af-
fection, can at best last no longer than the
grave. But that fellowship which is in
Jesus among the members of His body,
is one which is cemented by the blood of
Jesus, for they are built up in Himn as live-

® Gal. v. 22. t Pa, Ixiii. 8.
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ly stones in the same spiritual house:t it
is based upon the love of Jesus: for it is
because He so loved them that they so
love one another : it is as enduring as the
eternity of Jesus; for as neither life nor
death can separate them from His love,||
8o neither can it quench that love which
is derived from Him, and shall have its
fulness only in Him when united to Him
in glory. The heart of a true believer in
Jesus, however naturally prone to reserve
and even to suspicion, is drawn out at
once by the marks of true discipleship e-
videnced by any one with whom he meets:
and strangers to each other in the flesh,
yea, those that have never seen each o-
‘ther’s face, know, and fecl for, and sym-
pathize with, and pray for each other,
with a brotherly kindness and affection,
which mere earthly friendships know not.
It was to a sympathy such as this that the
Apostles betook themselves, when they

t1 Pet.ii. 5. $1Jobniv.11. | Rom. viii. 88, 89,
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came and reported all that the Chief Priests
and Elders had said unto them. A sym-
pathy this was, not grounded upon mere
personal attachment to them as men, not
growing out of their situation as merely
tried, and threatened, and imperiled men;
but flowing from their common interest in
the great salvation, and awakened now by
their mutual anxiety for the honor of the
Name of Jesus, their mutual sense of
His preciousness to themselves, and their
lively and longing desire, prevailing over
all mere earthly motives, that nothing
might impede the course of the word of
God, and interfere with the healing beams
of the Sun of Righteousness. A sympa-
thy this was, not limited to a mere anxi-
ety about the perils to which they were
exposed, and to a desire of comforting
them under their present trials; but mani-
festing itself in longings and in prayers,
that above all things they might still be
permitted to glorify the Name of Christ,
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whether it were by life or by death, and
in desires that whatever might be their
temporal portion, whatever the cup that
they must drink, the baptism they must
be baptized with, they might be sustain-
ed by the arm and comforted by the pre-
sence of the Lord. :

In the manifestation of this sympathy,
when their trials had been reported, we
have a sweet evidence of a Christian spirit.
They lifted up their voices with one ac-
cord, in prayer to God. They spent not
their time in mere condolences with their
threatened brethren ; they let not their
sympathies escape in the mere expressions
of fellow-feeling ;3 but they eame with
them at once to God, they joined with
them at once and with one accord in re-
ferring all their trials to Him, who knew
exactly what they needed and had in Him-
self al} the supplies of grace, of comfort
and of strength, upon which they could
desire to draw.  And this we remark to
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be the distinguishing feature oftrue Chris-
tian sympathy, or indeed of the fellowship
of Christian minds, whether in circum-
stances that call for sympathy or not, that
those who are united by it delight in bear-
ing each other to the throne of grace, and
in making every occasion of at all an unu-
sual character in their Christian course, a
subject of united and mutual supplications
before God. To those with whom reli-
gion is a thing of form, there are set times
and seasons of prayer, on which indeed
they make a conscience of not intrenching,
but beyond which they see danger of be-
ing carried away by feelings, and becom-
ing mere visionaries. Thus they have
their stated times of private devotion,
their regular seasons of family worship,
their set attendances upon public prayer.
These they like not to be encroached up-
on ; but having no real life in these, they
are not led out into more frequent exer-

cises of devotion. But to those with
N



131 LECTURE VL.

whom religion is a thing of life, engaging
their affeetions, and animating their lives,
it is a joy and privilege to make every
providential allotment, every apparent dif-
ficulty in their course, as well as every un-
expected favour, an oeccasion of uniting
with those around them in supplications
with thanksgiving to the God and Fa-
ther of all blessings in Christ Jesus.
And it is sweet to the believer in Jesus, in
the exercise of this Christian sympathy,
to make every thing in which the Lord’s
hand is seen, an occasion of joining with
those of his own company, the disciples of
the saine Saviour, the brethren and sis-
ters of the same Lord, and lifting up their
voices with one accord in accents of pray-
er and praise.

It is, my Brethren, the charge of the
Lord Jesus to His disciples, to pray al-
ways.* St. Paul repeats the charge to
pray without ceasing,t and bids his con-

* Luke xviii. 1. t 1 Thess. v. 17.
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verts in every thing by prayer and sup-

plication to let their requests be made

known to God.* The possibility of a lit-

eral compliance with these charges, when
the heart is really engaged for God, is

much greater than the worldly are willing-
to imagine. A soul determined rather to

make opportunities of prayer, whether pri-

vate or social, than to admit every excuse,

which a supposed inappropriatencss of sea-

son or of circumstances may suggest, will
find times and occasions of prayer, which

will no doubt shock the formal and world-

ly as hypocritical and over-righteous and

ill-timed; but which will be truly sweet

to the soul, accustomed thus to derive all

its strength, and to seek all its warmth

and life in direct and constant communica-

tion with the fountain of them all.

We do not find in the narrative any
thing to favour the idea of there having
been, as is supposed, any miraculous im-

* Phil. iv. 6.
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pulse, leading the whole company to break
forth simultaneously in the very same
words of prayer. Nor, we must confess,
does there appear any sanction for the o-
pinion, that they used on this occasion a
precomposed form. The unanimity, we
should suppose, was rather seen in the
immediate manifestation of a desire to
commit the matter in prayer to God, and
in the heartiness of the response, by
which the petition of some one of the num-
ber was adopted by the rest. 1t does not
appear to have been an occasion of public
warship; but one of social intercourse and
communion with the Liord and with one
another. In this intercourse, they follow-
ed at once the impulse made upon renew-
ed minds by the ordinary operations of the
Holy Spirit, being led by His grace at
once to seek the face of Him whose help
they needed. To suppose that on alt
these occasions the Apostles and their
company acted under miraculous influ-
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ence, would he to deprive believers in Je-
sus in the pres.nt day of much of the ef-
fect of their example.

We may derive from a consideration of
the petition with which they now ap-
proach.d the throne of grace, some useful
instruction.

L.et us observe, first, the invocation of
the Deity with which their prayer begins.
¢ Lord! thou art God, which hast made
heaven and earth and the sea, and all that
in them is.”>” A recognition such as this
of the supremacy of God, and of His crea-
ting and preserving power, is at all times
desirable, as an indication of the reverence
and awe with which a creature draws
nigh from such an infinite distance to ad-
dress the Omnipotent Creator.  But there
are times, and those times of trouble, in
which such a recognition of the overruling
power of the Lord’s providence is not
merely expressive of awe and reverence
for the J.ord, but isopeculiar]y a source-of

-
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comfort to the soul. It is comforting to
know when earthly comforts fail, and to
express the knowledge, that their failure
comes from the ordinance of the sovereign
Lord, who withdraws such sources of con-
solation that we may appreciate more fully
the riches that are in Him. It is comfort-
ing, when opposition or pirsecutions assail
us from without, to know and to acknow-
ledge the overruling power of God, by
whom alone such things are permitted, by
whom they are kept in check, by whom they
are turned to work together for good to
those that love God,” by whom they all,
when they have worked His will, shall be
put to flight. In many a trouble, in many
a tribulation, in opposition, even in perse-
cution, the remembrance that 7ue Lorp
RE1GNETH, and that greater is He that
1s for us than the enemies, spiritual or
bodily, that can be against us,] is a com-
fort, a stay, a rock, andtower ofdefence

# Rom. viii. 23. t Ps. xcviii. 1. 1 John, iv. 4,
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to the soul. Thus did they,—thus may
every believer in Jesus, approach the
Lord, seeing His sovereign power enga-
ged for their protection and final con-
quest over all their enemies.

L.et us notice, sccondly, the cffect of
the Spirit’s grace upon their minds, visible
in His baving enlightened them to per-
ceive and apply to their present circum-
stances those prophecies and promises,
with regard to whose reference to the
Christ they were before as much in the
dark as their unbelieving brethren. That
same vail, which is still upon the hearts of
the Jews in reading the Old Testament
Scriptures,* clouded their view also of the
meaning of the prophecies and types of
that sacred Volume, until the illumination
of the Spirit removed it j for they under-
stood not these things which the prophets
had spoken at the first, but when Jesus
was glorified, then remembered they that

* 2 Cor. iii. 15.
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these things were written of Him, and
that they had done these things unto
Him.* Woe find now, upon all occasions,
a readiness of application of the sacred
words of the prophets, which, as distin-
tinguished from their former dulness, can
only be accounted for by the promise
made of old, Thy children shall be all
taught of God,t and by the later declara-
tion of the Lord Himself, When He the
Spirit of truth is come, He shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance.}

The application which they make of
the words of David is important, not
alone as shewing us the scripture in which
they found present comfort, but also as
giving us authority to see in many other
portions of the Psalms, which refer to the
Lord’s Anointed, a distinct relation to
the Christ of God, the Holy child Jesus.
‘He was the Anointed against whom  the

* John xii. 16. 't Is. liv.-13. $§ Matt. xiy. 26.
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kings of the earth stood up and the rulers
took counsel together,* reconciling their
former differences, as Herod and Pilate
did, over the blood as it were of an inno-
cent victim, and uniting their vain rage,
to bring upon themselves the guilt of
what without the permission of the Lord
they were unable to effect, but what the
hand and counsel of the Lord had decter-
mined before should be done.f He is
the Anointed, of whom in many portions
of that precious book the Royal Psalm-
‘ist speaks, pointing our eyes continually to
the Christ, as His own stay and shield,—
marking in prophetic words the dealings
both of God and man with Him the
Christ, as the Anpointed Mediator, Pro-
phet, Priest, and King of His people,—and
detailing most precious instances of spi-
ritual experience, found in the intercourse
of his own soul with the Lord’s Anointed,
such as the most advanced and enlighten-

* Ps. ii. 2. 1 Acts iv, 28.
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-

ed child of God may find it a high privi-"
lege to be able to adopt as his own.
Their use of these words of David is also
important, as conveying to every believ-
er, that suffers in that way for the Name’s
sake of Christ, the consolation which
they derived from it. They saw that what
had befallen the Apostles was a part of
that one work of suffering, which Christ
Himself underwent in His own bedy, and
still does in His suffering members. Thus
the Saviour himself addressed Saul, whose
persecuting career began not till after’
the Lord was ascended into the heavens,
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me 7%
And sweet indeed is the consolation thus
afforded to the tried follower of Christ, to
know that in all his afflictions he is suffer-
ing with Christ 5 for it is a faithful saying,
If we be dead with Him, we shall .also
live with Him : if we suffer, we shall also
reign with Him.t
* Acts, ix.'4. 12 T'im, ii. 11, 12.
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But let us, as we shall have time, no-
tice, thirdly, the objeet of their prayer.
We do not then f{ind them, as we might
at first thought have imagined, supplica-
ting their Liord’s protection aguinst the
dangers that threatened them. WWe do
not find them pleading earnestly with the
Lord to turn back thic rage of their ene-
mies upon themselves ;3 nor even to mani-
fest His power in frustrating the purposes
of wrath, which men wcre forming against
the preachers of the Name of Christ.
Nay; we find them leaving all these things
to God, content either to be [ull or to be
hungry, to abound or suffer ncedy* yes,
and now really willing, if the Lord
willed it, both to be bound and suffer
death for His Name’s sake 5 but we hear
their cry ascend with one accord to God,
that ITe would be pleased to grant them an
increase of boldness in speaking His word,
and manifest Himself by stretching forth

* Phil. iv. 12.
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‘His band, not to consume their enemies,
as some of them had before asked permis-
sion to pray,* but to heal the diseases of
their troubled brethren, to heal the rank-
ling wounds of their enemies’ malicious
spirits, to heal the smitten consciences of
those, to whom a sense of guilt in cruci-
fying the Lord of glory might be brought
‘home. Yea, still we hear them cry unto
the Lord, not that honor might be put
upon themselves, but that the Name of
Jesus might still be magnified, and that
signs and wonders might yet accompany
the proclamation of that Name.

Here then, my Brethren! we have a
view of the object which is above all others
dear to the Christian’s heart, dearer than
his own advancement, dearer than his own
exemption from suffering or sorrow,—the
honor of the Name of Christ, and the in-
crease of His Kingdom. Let me ask
you, Brethren! how dear is this object

¢ Luke ix. 54.
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to you ?  What evidence do ye thus give
of the mind of Christ dwelling in the dis-
ciples of Christ? O! search and look,
my Brethren! that you may know that
which is of all things most important to
know, whether ye belong to Christ or no'!

And let us lastly observe the answer to
their petitions. ¢¢ The place was shaken
where they were assembled together : and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and spake the word of God with bold-
ness.”> It appears probable, that there
was some sensible manifestation of the
Spirit upon this occasion, bearing the
Lord’s answer not to their hearts only but
to their outward scnses also § that as they
were gifted with the power of speaking
every language on the day of Pentecost,
so now by some similar communication,
not probably of equally wonderful charac-
ter, they were endowed with an additional
degree of boldness in using those tongues
to the glory of the Lord. Yet, surely,

]
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the answer which they thus received, mi-
raculous as was its nature, conveys to
us the assurance that the prayer of faith
shall enter into the ears of the Lord of
Hosts ; and that, as the glory of His Son
is so precious to Him, they who particu-
larly aim in their petitions at the glory of
the Saviour shall receive the blessing
grom the [.ord, and righteousnesss from
the God of their salvation.* Yes! this
¥ the confidence that we of the present
day, as well as the immediate followers of
the Saviour, may have in God, that if
we ask any thing according to His will,
He heareth us.§

‘What a field for contemplation is thus
opened before us, in the view of the
Lord’s manner of answering the prayers
of His people that call upon Him, The
manner is as various as is the variety of
eircumstances, of habits of mind, of ne-
eegsities, under which petitions ascend to

® Pa. xxiv. 5. {11 John v, 14,
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His throne. But the matter of import-
ance is, Brethren! do we know the fact,—
have we ever had personal experience in
our own case, that the Lord of Hosts is
a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering God:
What do ye, my Brethren! know of Him
as such? Have ye ever known the sweet
privilege of communion with Himj and
found Him pitiful to vou, as a father piti-
eth His children,* and heard His voice,
in the dealings of His providence or of
His grace, speaking to your souls?
Have ye ever known what it is to commit
all things to Him, to cast all your care
upon Him, knowing that He careth for
you 3t and seeking only that Christ may
be magnified in you in whatever way He
pleases, have ye known the swectness of
an answer from the Lord, filling you
with the Spirit, and giving you increased
boldness in the faith ?

Brethren! these are privileges of the

* Ps. ciii. 18, t1Pet. v. 7.
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true believer, the self-denying, Christ-ex-
alting disciple of the Cross. O, may the
Lord give those that have enjoyed them
grace to know and prize them more and
more ; may He this day commence the
work of such grace in all that have not yet
been partakers of it, for the glory of the
precious Name whereby alone we must be
saved, the Name of JEsus.
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ACTS 1V. 32-37.

AND TIE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT BELIEVED WERR
OF ONE HEART AND OF ONL SOUL:! NEITHER SAID
ANY OF THEM THAT OUCHT OF THE THINGS WHICK
HLE POSSESSED WAS HIS (WXN § BUT TIHIEY HAD ALIL
THINGS COMMON. Anp WITH GREAT POWER GAVR
THE APOSTLES WITNEBS OF THE RESURHRECTION OF
THIIT LORD JESUS: AND GREAT GRACE WAR UPON
THEM ALL. NEITHER WAS THEME ANY AMONG
THEM THAT LACEKED ! FOR AS MANY AS WEHRE PO6-
BESS0ORY OF LANDY OR MOUSBES SOLD TIHEM, AND
BROUGHT THE PRICES OF THE THINGS THAT WERPE
S0LD, AND LAID THEM DOWN AT TIIE APOSTLES'
FEET : AND DISTRIBLUTIUN WAS MADE UNTO EVERY
MAN ACCORDING AS HE HAD NEED. AND Josks,
WHO DY THE APOSTLES WAS SURNAMED BARNABAS,
(\VHICH I8, BLING INTERPRETED, THE SON OF COM-

. BOLATION,) A LEVITE, AND OF THE COUNTRY OF
CYPRUS, HAVING LAND, SOLD IT, AND BROUGHT
THE MONEY, AND LAID IT AT TEE APOSTLES' FEKT.

02
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I~ the portion of this sacred narrative
which was made the subject of our last con-
sideration, we traced the Apostles from
their public exhibition of the principles of
the Gospel in the face of opposition and
danger, to the sweetness of their retired
communion with their great Head and
with one another. We were permitted to
gaze on them, as in their separation from
the noise and tumult and hatred of the
world they freely and unrestrainedly held
converse with one another, and, in a sense
of the trying circumstances in which they
were placed, approached with reverence
and awe, and yet with childlike confi-
dence and love, the mercy seat of grace.
It was surely a grateful contemplation to
behold these tried men mingling their voi-
ecs with their brethren in one harmonious
accord of prayer to God, and to witness
the tenderness of Christian sympathy with
which as disciples of the same Saviour,
children of the same Father, filled with
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the same Spirit, sharing the same trials,
and travelling to the same home, they
bore one another’s burdens, and so fulfilled
the law of Christ.*

But there is now presented to our eyes
a wider and more extensive contemplation
still. It might have been that in the sym-
pathy and brotherly affection, with which
the little band of an bhundred and twenty
regarded their tried brethren Peter and
Johu, there was much that might be
supposed to be mere human feeling min-
gled up. They had now for some two
or three ycars been together followers of
the Lord Jesus: they had together been
the subjects of His tender reproof, His gen-
tle admonition, His heavenly teaching: they
had together been witnesses of, and we may
suppose, been sharers in the contempt and
scorn with which the Pharisees regarded
Him, and all that believed on Him, and
in the penury and the hardship of His suf-

* Gal. vi. 2.
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fering lot, when he bhad not where to lay
His head 5 they had together shrunk from
that fearful scene, in which the Lord was
delivered into the hands of wicked menj
had together shared the comfort of His
gracious message that they should go be-
fore Him to Galilee; had together enjoy-
ed those blessed munifestations of His
presence after His resurrection, in which
He breathed peace upon them ; and toge-
ther had seen 1lis precious form vanishing
in the cloud, as He returned with the na-
ture He had redeemed to His Father’s
throne.

Such a community of sorrow and of joy,
of suffering and of exaltation, might ‘well
indeed be supposed to have bound their
hearts to one another in the strongest
ties. Yet whea we look to the more ex-
tensive influence of the same principle of
love, and perceive it to have its operati-
on, not alone upon the hearts of a few tri-
ed and trusted companions and friends,
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but upon the affections of a multitude,
comprising thousands in its reckoning, we
are surely constrained to feel, that it was
no mere human principle which operated
in such a manner, but that the Spirit of
Jesus had been at work, impressing the
command of Jesus upon the hearts of
those whom He had drawn to the Name
of Jesus, and producing the testimony of
discipleship of which the Lord had spo-
ken, when He said, By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one for amother.* It was surely a
blessed testimony to the power of Divine
grace, and the truth of the religion of
Christ Jesus, that the multitude of them
that believed in His Name were of one
heart, and of one soul. The last account
we had of the numbers of the believers
presented us an aggregate of five thousand
ment without reckoning their. families.
And to look from the professedly Christi-
® John xiii. 85, t Acts iv. 4.
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an world of the present day back to those
times, doth it not seem more extraordina-
ry than any of the miraculous exertions
of Divine power upon the bodies of the
diseased, that such a multilude as that,
drawn from various grades, and situations,
and eircumstances, comprising persons of
so many different nations, professions, and
pursuits, was knit together as one man,—
one in their love for God, one in their af-
fection for one another, one in the aim of
their life, one in the hope of their calling,
one in the unanimity of their purpose, one
in the prospect of their home.

If this picture of unanimity of purpose,
of feeling, and of affection were that which
was generally presented by the early
Church, well might it indeed draw forth
the heathen’s cxclamation, ¢ See how
these Christians love one another !°? Oh!
how much have we to mourn, that the
face of what is called the Christian world
presents so different an aspect now !
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And yet should we take as the distinc-
tive limits of the Christian world, not the
geographical boundarics of the lands to
which the Gospel of Christ Jesus has
been brought, nor even the palings of the
visible communions of what profess to be
Christian Churches, but the marks which
Christ Jesus has himself set up as distin-
guishing His disciples, a lively faith in
Him, producing love to Him, deuial of
self, and separation from the world, as its
true frvits, it may be hoped and trusted
that the spirit of the Gospel, as evidenced
in the conduct of the early Church, may
still be found largely to prevail. It ought
not to be so great matter of surprise, that
when the large portion of the world have
no more of Christianity than the form,
and have wundergone no change which
distinguishes them from their fellow-crea-
tures of two thousand years ago, but a
ehange of name,—being called Christians
instead of heathens, and having the form of
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Christian godliness without the power,*—
they should be so little distinguished by
that which is the result only of the active
influence of the Spirit of Christ upon the
heart, a love for the brethren and follow-
ers of Christ. For we repeat our beliefy
that it will still be found, that even
those who conscientiously differ on some
points of divine truth, and yet hold the
great essentials of the Gospel revelation,
not as matters of speculative belief, but of
practical influence upon their hearts,
will be found to hold their differences
in a spirit of love; and, in the great
point of the increase of the Lord’s king-
dom in the salvation of souls, they will
be still as of one heart and soul in the
singleness of their pursuit of the Lord’s
glory, the similarity of their views of
Christ and dependance upon His blood
and righteousness, and their anxiety to
bring all to whom God gives them oppor-
® 2 Tim. iii. 5.
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tunity, to the knowledge and love of the
same Saviour.

Yet, Brethren, however this may be
as to the matter of fuct, there cannot be a
question of the obligation, which both the
precept of Jesus and the example of
those who were first and most purcly in-
fluenced by Ilis precepts lay upon all
that now profess and call thcmselves
Christians, for the cultivation of such a
spirit of universal charity towards all man-
kind, and especially of such spiritual love
and union with those who are heirs with
them of the grace of life,* and have ob-
tained the like precious faith with them-
selves, through the righteousness of God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.} INo
change of circumstunces, no comparison
of condition which can be instituted
between the first ages of Christianity and
the present day, can negative or at all di-
minish the force of the Saviour’s test of His

* 1 Pet. iii. 7. "% 12Pet.i. L.
P
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followers,—¢¢ By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one towards another ;°> nor the weight of
that eommandment, which St. John states
himself to have received from Him, that
¢ he which loveth God should love his
brother also.””* The family of the bre-
thren and sisters of Christ Jesus is but
one, and the family badge is not, we are
constrained to believe, any difference of
form, or distinction of denomination, but
the love of Jesus, and the single-hearted
desire of His glory, shewn in humility of
spirit, in the control of the. evil tempers,
the mortification of the flesh, and the ae-
tive devotion of body, soul, and spirit, as
opportunity is permitted, to the praise and
service of the Lord: and where that
badge is found, there will the heart of the
true Christian be drawn out in love, and
tenderness, and affection, and sympathy,
as towards a member of the same family, a
® 1 John, iv. 21.
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pilgrim in the same wilderness, a sharer in
the same trials, and a fellow-heir of the
same glorious home.

O! apply then to yourselves, my Breth-
ren, the test which the words of Johu sup-
ply you, We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the
brethren.* Have ye this love for all your
fellow-Christians ? Are your hearts thus
drawn out towards all that give evidence
that they are the children of God ? Are
your affections interested in all that shew
that they love the Lord Jesus, and seek
His glory, and desire His praise, and are
hastening towards His kingdom? 1t is an
easy thing to say we wish for the welfare
of all our fellow-beings; but does your
conduct shew that your ruling principle is
that love to Christ, which manifests itself
in a spiritual union of heart and soul
with all that shew they love Him too ? O,
Brethren! the time is short; each day re-

* 1 Jahn, iii. 4.
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minds us as it passes, how short the time
is, and how needful it is, as we would be
found ready to mecet and welcome the
Lord Jesus, to cultivafe that spirit of love
which we know characterizes the many
mansions of our Father’s house, and which
constitutes so large a part of the operati-
ons of His grace, who maketh EHis disciples
meet for the enjoyment, as He has previ-
ously given them a title to the possession,
of the inheritance of the saints in light.

The proof which these early disciples
gave of the sincerity of their profession,
and of the reality of their love for all the
“brethren in Christ Jesus, is one which
cannot be mistaken. ¢ XNeither satd any
of them, that aught of the things that he
possessed was his own, but they had all
thipgs comuion j neither was there any a-
mong them that lackeds for as many as
were possessors of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the prices of the things
that were sold, and laid them down at the
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Apostles’ feet 5 and distribution was made
unto every man according as he had need.”?
A demand of conduct such as this it was,
which sent away grieved the young ruler
that came to Jesus, desiring to know what
good thing he should do that he might in-
‘herit eternal life.* And from his day to
the present, among the greatest enemies
which vital godliness has to contend a-
.gainst in its appeals to the heart of man,
48 found pre-cminent the love of money,
the root of all evil,t the love of the posses-
sions, the comforts, the enjoyments, the
indulgences, the station, and the import-
ance in the world, which attend the pre-
-sence of wealth. It is not dlone he,
whom even the world stigmatizes as a
miser, with whose sordid love of the mere
dust ‘of the earth the principles of the
Gospel have to contend, but with the
love of wealth in those of its forms, which

® Luke xviii: 18, t1 Tim. vi. 10,
P2
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are by the world considered in many res-
pects praisewerthy, and to some of which
Satan, transformed into an angel of lizht,
brings an Itis written, as their sanction.

¥When the Gospel triumphs over such
an enemy as this, it brings with it at once
its plainest credentials as being the power
of God. It hews the encrgy of the Di-
vine Spirit, introducing and impressing
the saving doctrine of the cross of Christ
upon ‘the heart, that cross by which the
world is erucificd to the believer and he
-unto the world,* when the sinner is thus
convinced of the utter uselessness of present
things, except as they may be employed
for the L.ord’s glory, and is so awakened
to a sense of his responsibility to God, as
regards the possessions with which he has
been endowed, as to say and feel that
:none of the things which he has are his
.own, but are at the very present moment

* Gal. vi. 14,
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the Tord’s, and to be occupied till
Hc cometh, with a simple reference to
His Name, and the ben:fit of [lis
creatures.  The trinmph of the priuciples
ol the Gospel over that love of cus», and
indulgence of prile, and spirit of indepen-
dance, as it 8 call-d, and consileration
of self and seliish interests and pursuits,
which are comprised in or connccied with
the love of money, is one of the greatest
which the Spirit of God emnowers them
to achieve. For whether or not the ITust of
“acquisition be naturallya stv.ng principle in
the heart, abstractedly con-iderel, we see
the attainment of wealth connected with
so many things that are highly esteemed
and honorable in the sight of men, and
with so many that are fuscinating to the
possessor himself, that he is not ecasily
convinced of the unprofitableness of its
posscssion, nor induced truly to estimate
it simply in comparison with the everlast-
ing value of the soul. And while the
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'prosperous enjoyment of wealth with its
attendant advantages continues, it is not
easy to find the soul in that state of dis-
-satisfaction with present things, and that
sense of the vanity of all carthly pos-.
-sessions, to which the offer of a sympathi-
zing Friend, having the fulness of true
riches in Himself, and ready to share all
the wearinesses and irksomeness and dis-
tresses of the soul, is so sweetly suited. It
is only of the Lord, indeed, to awaken in
the soul that sense of need, which every
thing around would combine to quiet and
repress, and to deepen its influence to
such an extent, that nothing but ‘the ful-
ness of Jesus, can be found adequately to
supply it. It is, indeed, only .of the Spi-’
rit of the Lord to take of the things of
-Jesus and shew them to the soul, as of
-such surpassing sweetness and value, that
every thing earthly loses its value by som-
-parison; and to exhibit them as of such
‘transcendant.glory, that every thing of the
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present world loses its glory, by reason
of the glory that cxcelleth.”

The instances which are here recorded
of the infiucace of this principle upoen the
hearts of the early believers in the Gos-
pel, and of its triumph over the love of
their possessions, were coufezsedly of an
extraordinary character.  ‘They wcere in-
stances arising from the neccssity of the
times, growing out of the peculiar circum-
stances of the Churclh, and conneeted
with its unity of situation, as well as of
heart and soul. It was one Chureh, hav-
ing no one dillerence in any  particular,
and all contained within the limits of one
cily.

A thing, then, which is cvidcntly of
merely temporary necessity, and connect-
ed with the exigencies of peculiar times,
may not be drawn into an exam; lc of ge-
neral obligation, or universal fsice.  But
we may repeat the remaris, that while the

*2 Cor. iii. 10
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development of the principle is of a pecu-
liar nature, and so the example to be
drawn from the exact circumstances in
which it was exhibited, is of merely tem-
porary and local force ; yet the principle
itself is the same throughout all ages, a
leading principle of Gospel conduct. For
as the test of discipleship, which we have
before remarked upon, is of universal
force, so that still all men may know the
disciples of Jesus, by the love they bear
to one another, so is the effect of that
love upon the heart of a universal cha-
racter, not venting itself in mere expres-
sions of good will, and like the profitless
faith of which St. James speaks, saying to
the poor and needy, Depart in peace, be
ye warmed and filled, while yet it gives
not those things which are needful to the
suffering body;* but evidencing itself in
the cheerful and ready bestowal accor-
ding to the ability, and from a true princi-

* James ii. 16.
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ple of love to Christ, of those things
which any man may need. O, let it be
asked you, Brethren! to what extent this
evidence of the love of Christ in the heart,
leading it out to the love of the poorer
brethren and sisters of Jesus, is found in
you? O, let it be asked you, how far in
this one particular, yc show that yc are
the disciples of Christ? Do ye feel and
know that ye are not your own, but have
been bought with a price,* and that now
yourselves, your souls and bodies, your
possessions and goods, your time and ta-
lents, all belong by a double right to
Him, and that ye are bound to spend and
be spent in His service and glory? Do ye
not count your lives dear to yourselves, so.
that ye may but be found in Jesus ;i and
as all that a man hath he will give for his
life,{ do ye show, that ye love not your
lives more than Christ, by manifesting
that ye deem nothing else too precious to

* 1 Cor. v. 20. t Acts, xx. 24. 1 Job, H. 4.
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be given up for Him, and least of all can
hold back from Him or from His people,
those present things with which His hand
has for a time entrusted you?

What a satisfaction and comfort were
derived to the Apostles’ minds, from the
contemplation of the great success with
which the power of the Spirit had attend-
ed their words, and made them eficctual to
the conversion of souls! For while the
presence or absence of success, in the ap-
plication of the Lord’s word to the con-
science, is no sure test of the faithfulness
of the exhibition of the truth, and it may
often please the Liord to try His most
faithful ministers by withholding {rom
them the knowledge of their success, that
He may humble them and prove them
whether they will still proclaim the power
‘of the Name of Jesus or no; yet, can it be
that a heart touched with a sense of the
Jove of Jesus, and warmed with a desire
for His sake of bringing souls to Him,
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can but be animated in the praise of God,
ard quickened to increased diligence, and
care, and labour, and faithfulness, by see-
ing the fruits of the truth of God daily ri-
pening around them. Nay, surely the
precious testimony ou which we have just
been dwelling, by which the Lord signifi-
ed His approval of their labours,—the tes-
timony they had to the power of the Gos-
pel, in the spirit of harmony and love it
had produced in so great and mixed a
multitude, and in the disinterestedness and
self-denial, by which the sincerity of their
love for €Christ and for one another was
proved, was a means by which the Spirit
of truth animated their souls, so that with
great power, they gave witness of the re-
surrection of the Lord Jesus. Oh, with
what comfort might they appeal, for evi-
dences of the power of the resurrection
upon the hearts of sinners, to the changed
lives, and heavenly conversation, and self-
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renouncing conduct of those, to whom
the Lord had already blessed their word.
And with what confidence could they urge
those that had already tasted that the
Lord is gracious to frequent, yea, un-
ceasing applications to the fountain of all
grace and light and life, through Him
who had been raised from the dead, and
was now at the right hand of God, who
also made intercession for them.*

The connection, too, between the ex-
ercise of faith and the bestowal of the
Lord’s grace is sweetly alluded to. The
Apostles gave witness with great power of
the resurrection of Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all. The Lord
gave them the power of testifying for Je-
sus,—they exercised the power so given
them in bearing witness of Him,—and, as
it were in consequence of their faithfulness,
great grace was upon them. It is thus

2 Rom, viii. 84.
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that the Liord declares He will give dou-
ble.t He gives the grace to seek Him:
and, when that grace is exercised, and the
soul cometh seeking Him, behold, He co-
meth forth to meet it, and to give it re-
newed grace in communion with Himself.
So gracious is the Lord, so truly tender,
merciful, and loving. O, my Brethren!
what do ye know of Him? What have
ye ever experienced of this tenderness and
grace ? What communion have yc ever
enjoved with Him, through the blessed
Spirit of His dear Son ?

Behold ! He sitteth still upon a throne
of grace. The mercy-seat before Him is
sprinkled with the blood of the Atonement.
The risen Jesus stands there beside the
throne to bid you welcome, and introduce
you to His Father. The Father loveth
Him, and hath put all things in His hand*
for you. O! then, come to Him, wait upon

§ Zec. ix, 12, * John iii. 85,
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Him, and let your souls go forth upon
Him; for He is the light and salvation of
His people, their fortress, their shield
and buckler, their tower of defence, their
refuge and their Rock.

The two concluding verses of this chap-
ter might more appropriately have been
made the commencement of the next, as
they record a fact of Joses, surnamed Bar-
nabas, which is placed in evident contrast
with the conduct of the wretched Anani-
as. Their consideration, then, must be
postponed till such time as the Provi-
dence of God may permit me to resume
the consideration of the Acts of the Apos-
tles, should the Lord design such a time
ever to arrive to me. We are charged
always to bear in mind that we know not
what a day may bring forth.*  And, lest
we should be in danger of forgetting it, the
Lord has largely taught us of late the du-

* Prov, xxvii. 1.
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ty of referring to His will even the de-
signs we have for the morrow’s occupati-
on. Before another year shall have pass-
ed away then, how many of us here pre-
sent, shall be summoned to our account?
Which of us, you or I, shall be called a-
way from the dim vision of faith to the
awful realities of an eternal scene?
Whether it be you or I, my Brethren,
these feeble exhibitions of the truth of God
will be among the things for which we
must both give an account. If they have
been in any way profitable to you, to the
Lord be all the glory now, as He shall
have it for ever. To His praise I desire
to ascribe the privilege I have enjoyed,
in adding these to the ordinary opportuni-
ties of exhibiting the Name of Jesus.
Brethren! the time is short! May
the contemplation of the wonderful e-
vents which this week recalls to our re-
membrance be blest to your soulsj that
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when the timc shall come to you, ye may
be found in Christ, justified by His blood,
sanctified by His Spirit, walking in His
love, and made meet "for the inheritance
He has provided you. May ye be dead
with Christ, that ye may live with Him
for ever.*

* 2 Tim, ii, 11.






