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The RIGHT HONOURABL~ 

GEORGEDRU.MMON~~; 

,-...o:~ .. 
Lord :PROVOST of EDIND~lJ " 

My LORD, 

T HE '.Ve'~ known humanity of your di{~ 
poririoD, e·ncourages me to offer rhe fol. 

lowinglketchofthe w::rin N,Americ3toyonr 
Lordfhip's protection. Your ardent zeal fonhc 
public good, and for the fncrefs of his Maje. 
fry's arms in this jufi and necdfary war, gives 
me room to hope that youwill nor efieem be· 
low your notice, the labours of one, who, 
in the early period qf the wal', contributed 
his poor endeavours for the fcrvlre· bf his 
tountry, at the riik ofhis life. The oppor. 
tUnities he then had of difeovering fome of 
the fecret fprings by , .. hich the eHans of the 
Britiih arms were bafHed in the beginning, 
jOined to the knowledge he h:ls, to his woe· 
,fui experience, of the favage di{poiitions of 
the l1ative Indians, among whom he had the 
misfortune to be for fome time a captive, 
~rompted' him to the publication of the 
following fheets. He has ventured to aITert 
nothing but what he knows to be faCl:. He has 
r.either blamed nor applauded men nor mea· 
lures without a voucher. He has reprefent. 
cd'matters as they truly were, and placed Ollr 
mifcarriages to the account of thofe to whom 

J they properly belong ... ·.He 110W rejoices at 
that happy reverfc of Fortune which has 
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, ih:1vanced the Britilh arms to the utni~,pi:: 
,nade of glory, ~nd brou~ht o?r,perfi~Ib!ls' , 
, enemy to the brmk ofdcltruaron;' he has, ' 
therefor~ c;:ndcavoured to point out fome of 
the man) - .••• uitages that mayaccttle to the 
Mother-country, by retaining, in the 'event 
of a future peace, all or mofi of her late 
conqucfis ill the New W orId; which fhe has ~ 
acqqired at the e:.:pence of fo much blood 
and treafure. ' 

The exalted {phere in which Y0llr Lord. 
ihip aas, and your unwearied application ill 
the difcharge of all the duties of your funt:;- ' 
tion as a chief magifirate, in rcgulating,the" 
internal and external policy of this the me­
tropolis of Scotland, in adding a l~lfire to it' 
tmknown to former times, by public edificei/ 
and ornaments, fo as to excite thecuriofity' 
of {hangers, 'and invite the refidence of our 
native nobility, will tranfinit your name to 
poflerity, as fo many monuments of yout': 
public fpirit_ May I therefore hope- that' 
your Lordlhip will look with a favourable;' 
eye oh this finall' performance, and confider. 
it, at leafi as having a tendency to public uti-, 
lilY, which is my fole aim, and in that view: 
to take it under your patronage; which is thtf 
u.cmofi ambition of, 

EPIN, Feb. S. 
1760. 

My LOR.D, 

rour Lordjbip's moJl hll1llbit'l I 

alid moft devoid Ser'l.'a;li; : 

PETE.R. WlloLIA1HQ}<. 



A 

BRIEF ACCOUNT 

'OF THE 

WAR inN . .AA1ERI Co/J. 

'B E FOR E the t~{'aty of Utrecht, it w~s 
, agreed by all authors, whether Englilh or 

French, that Lake, Iroquois, by the fJ cnch 
,,called Lake Champlain, Lake Cadaraqui or Onta~ 
rio, and Lake .Erie, with the country adjacent" 
was the country of the Iroquois or Indians oj the 
five natio7'H , and fil'lce that treaty, the Iroquois ha,'e 
conquered moil: of the orher tribes between them 
and the -river l\lilIiffipi, and therefOl"e thde lar.ds 
by right ofconquefl belong to the Iroquois. By the 
treaty of Utrecht the Iroquois and their country 
are acknowledged to be under the dominion of G. 
Britain. 

Afterthe raid treaty of Utrecht, the French in­
.croacbed on this -country of the Iroquois, and bl1ilt 
feveral furtrelfes in it, one between the Lakes-cf 
.Erie and Ontario, on the eail ()f the great Falls of 
Niagara, to command the Indians that Ihould paj's 
by the fouth·fide of the Lal<c; 2110ther at the \l'dl 
end of Lake Eric; and a third ,'cry fircng one at the 
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Couth·end of Lake Iroquois, called Crown Puint, 
which cammanJs the Lake, Caves fur a barrier to 
MUlltreal, and as a magazine and rendezvous, when. 
ever the French or thdr Indians make any incurfi. 
on5 into tbe colony of New·York, or the wefiern 
frontiers of the l\1alfachufet's bay and new Hamp. 
ihire. It is difiant about 120 miles from Albany, 
all water.carriage except a Cmall carrying· place, 
anJ !l6 miles from the nearefi part of ConneCticut 
rh'er. They have fcttled a conJiderable village on 
both fijes of the river Chaudiere, and have built a 
fort at a carrying.pbce about 20 leagues up the 
ril'cr, wbence tbe whole fcrce of Canada may in a 
few days be poured into the eafiern parts of the 
colony of l\':alfachufet's bay, the great nurCery for 
Inafis, yards, and hOW.rpl its for our navy. 

Since tbe treaty of Aix.la.Chapelle, and in time of 
profound peace, tbey erected a fort near bay Verte 
in N ova· Scotia, whence they had a communicati­
on by water with LouiJburg and Canada, and o­
ther Fren.cb rettlements. They erected another 
very firong fort called Beaufejour on the lfihmus 
of the Peninfula, on which they mounted 26 can. 
non, to command the balon and harbour of Chig­
neao or Boba!lln, and is much within cannon·/hot 
of an inferior fort built by us on the other fide of 
the baron. They feized St. John'S river, and erec­
ted two fans there "'. They ingroffed the whole 
fur· trade of that river to them!eIves, which before 
the late peace was ours; they ereCted many more 
fortreffes ill the country of the Iroquois, one OR 

the north·fide of the Lake Ontario, called fort 
Frontenac, oppoiite to ~he Englifh fort of O[wego, 

'" They have lince been difpofIClfcd of tbere fort', and 
of the fettlemen:s rollnd "bout them, the inhabitants of 
which are incorporated \\. ith the Englifh in tbe more 
S?uthe~ly (olonies)h~ving refured to fwear allegiance t() 
\'1> MaJcfiy.· . , 

to 
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t(} prev{,l1t the Indians from palling the north-fide 
of the Lake to Of we go. They built a firong fione 
trading.houfe between the Lakes Erie and Onta­
rio, weft of the falls of Niagara, to prevent their 
coming to OfwegD on the fouth-fide-

In the 1753, they marched a large armed force 
from Montreal into the country of the Iroquois, 
altho' forbidden by the Indians by three feveral 
mdfages, and threatened to defiroy all that {houIJ· 
appofe them. 

Here it may not be improper to give the reader 
a thort dercriptbn of the Indians in Iriendlhip with 
us, who by the public p:1pcrs go indiJcrimioately 
uqder the name of Mohawks, 1,iz. J. The lro­
quvis, . commouly caUcd the Mohawks; 2. tile 
Oneiadaes; 3' theOnondaglles; 4. the Cayugaes; 
and 5. the Senekeas. 111 all accounts, they are 
commonly. called the fix natwns of the New York 
fi·iendly Indians; the Turcararoes, lh-agglers from 
the old Tufcararoes of North Carolina, are lately 
reckoned as the fixth.-- I lhall here reckon· them 
as I have· been infol'med they were formerly. J. 

The Mohawks ; they live llpon the Mohawk's or 
Shenetl:ady river,' and head; or lie north of New 
York, Pcnfylvania, Maryland, and fume part of 
Virginia; having a catl:le or village, wefiward from· 
Albany forty, miles,and another fi:uy-five miles 
well, and make about 160 fenfible men. 2. The O. 
neiadaes are about eighty miles from the Mohawks 
lccond .village, confilling of near 200 fighting men. 
3' the Onondagues, about 25 miles further, ( the 
famous Of we go trading-place, on the Lake Onta­
lID, is in their country) confi/l: of about 250 men. 
4· Th.e Cayugaes, about 70 miles further, of a­
bout 130 men. And, 5- The Seockeas, who 
reach a gteat way down the river Sufquehanll3, 
conlill of about 700 marching fighting men: So 
that the fighting men of the five or fix nations of, 
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',1, ,il.lwks, may be reckoned at I seo men, and'cx~ 
tend from Alb.lny, well 400 miles, lying in abour 
:p tribes or governments. Bdides thefe, there is 
kttled above Montreal, which lies N' L of Of we· 
g'), a tribe of fcoundrel run-aways from' the Mo­
hawks; they arc called Kohnuages, confifiing of 
ab:)ut eighty men. 

The lame year, viz. J 754, the French built· 
two forts, one upon a river that empties hfelfinto· 
the Lake F:rie, the other at the diflance of I S­
miles, on the river la Beuf, which falls into the 
GUo. . 

Early the next year, they feized a fmall Englilh' 
furt,garrifoned by Virginians on the forks of the Mo-' 
Iwngahela, lower down the river Ohio (which the' 
French called Fort du Quefne), with a. vicw to po!: 
Ids themfelves of that river". 

Soon after this feizure, a body of I I 00 FrenclY 
and Indians attacked l\lajor \Vailiington, command. 
cr of the Virginia forces, who had then with him 
only 300 men, and obliged him to furrender upon' 
articles of capitulation, altho', in the year 1744,. 
the Virginians pUJ'chaCed thefe very lands of the In. 
dians for a vah'able confideration. 

Since that time they built 15 more forts llpon' 
different branches of the Ohio. Whoever will 
compare the french incroachments with the map­
of the country, will fee that they have fortified aIt 
the moO: important places upon the lakes and ri­
vers on the back of our fouthern colonies, by wbich· 
the intercourle between the Indians and the Eng­
Hili could be carried on. And their fCheme evi­
dently appears to be~ that when they had fufficient-

'*' This is one of the finen cOllntries in America, of a' 
fertile (oil, almon ddlitute ofinhabitallts, tho' cxceeJing 
all the European Jominions of Britaio, I'ranee and Spain, 
ill extent aud goo.1 bllds. 

1y 



ly fortified themfelves in the fe, thell they would' 
have obliged the natives to trade folely \Iith them. 
Add to this, that the vigour and refolution of Ihe­
French in fortifying themfelves, few as their inha­
bitants then were, at fuch a difiance fromtheit-. 
~ounrry of Canada,' gave the Indians a high opini. 
on' of their courage. 'Whereas the tarne behavi­
our of the Englilh, in looking quietly on, while their, 
interell: was fo deeply concerned, their colonies fo 
many and their inhabitants 10 numerous, produced. 
in them a quite contrary effeel:.. They looked on 
the Englilh as dall:ardly cowards, on the French as 
brave men,and fit to be relied on for proteel:ion. 

By the treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by that of 
Aix L1 Chafldle, it iscxprelsly I1:ipulated, that the 
French Ihould have liberty of trading into the 
country of the Indians, in friendfhip with the 
Englilh ; and ·that the EngliJh Ihould have the fame 
liberty with refpeCt to the Indians, in friendfhip 
with the frrnch; notwithll:anding of which, they 
plundercd and murdered many of our people in 
the country of the IroqltOis, and publicly declared 
they would make prifoners of all that they Ihould 
find trading there fm: the futuret and conlilCate 
their eficCts., By thefe mellaces the Englilh traders 
have been deterred even in time of peace, from 
pafIing into the couritry of the friendly Indians, 
altho' before thefe hoHilities, more than 300 tra­
ders went yearly from the fmall colony of Penfyl­
vania. 

Befides thefe open hofiilities, tfle French ha ye 
been continually making ure of every art that ,flu­
man pulicy could luggeH, to fed~ce the 'Inclans 
from their alliance with the Enghlh. The moO: 
artful of their miJIionaries were diliJerfed among 
them, tt,eir Iowefi people were encoUi aged to in­
termarry with them, tbeir religion made ulc of 
to in1i'iretmm wilh the utmvfi a~hon'ence oli 

. Ii 3. the. -



c g ) 

the Englilh, and their priefls inforce the doc!hinr 
of keeping no faith with Heritics, with too much 
fuccefs"'. 
- Some differences 'Which happened betwixt our 

tra:lers and the friendly Indians, ferved to heightell' 

.. The Je'liJits and priefls have not been idle in the fer­
vice of their maIlers, the Ds-v I L and his mell: ChriJliao 
Majdly.-They have inltilled illto the Indians,--moll de­
tellable''I'rinciples of religion.-They make them beliel'C'" 
that'tve ~Iilh killed the Son of God, .who caOle iot9 
the werld t6 lilYe all mankind, and dellroy all evil fpiriu 
that now trouble them; and'thatif the Englilh were all­
killed, the Son of tile Good :\lan, who is God, woula 
come ~gain and banilh evil fpirhs from their lands, alld 
then they would bave nothing to fear or.difiurb them. 
Cajoled by thefe diabolical infinuationsof the French· 
jetuilS, tbe· Indians, wbom tbe, French have·feduced t(J 
thei~ illterefr, bal'e from that-time endeavoured to·mal~ 
facre all the Ellglilh, in order; that· the Son of God 
might come again on the earth, and rid them from their 
flavilll fears and terrible apprebeufions, by t:xtermiollting­
the objects thereof. 

The Indians UpOIl all occalions, who are nllderth~do.. 
minion of the priells, are liable to be excited to aRs of 
hofiility againfi the Englilh, e\'cn in- time of profound 
peace. The war between the Indians aDd colonies oF­
M.ffachulfct's· Bay alld New.Hamplhire 'in 17:13,< and 
their late depredations ill Nova Scotia,.in which tbey 
were even· fupported and feconded by tbe Frendl, are, 
mdancholly infranees of this truth; and t11e nuinb"rltf~ 
"nd unheard. of crudities they daily commit on our back, 
li:ulements, too plainly difcoverthefource from whence 
thele calamities are cl('riv~d._ The l"rench not only-uo 
dted the Indi.llls to acts of hofiility, but rewardedthtrll 
likewi!e. by purchaliog the prifoners they ,mack at a. high, 
price; < and illfifted bclore their rdeafe 011 all exorl;,jtaDt­
ranlom. Their pretence was that of ref cuing tbe poor 
}!!I~lilll prifill!ers froan tht.: cruelties 01 the favages; but. 
their. rea! motIve, was, that of encouraging the natives:!>), 
maklllg It 1Il0re rrofitable to hunt Lhe E\lglilh, tball·to, 
llt..Ilt lheir Ere". 
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me fl1ccefs of the French in the redumon of the:: 
lndians in our interelt; for the Delaware Indians' 

'having, by this time, become acquainted with the 
nature of our commel ce, poffibly by means of the 
French, they deteCted the roguery of [orne of the 
traders; whereupon they lodged many, grievous, 
complaints t'J Col. \Veifer, the interp~etcr between 
them :lnd the Englith, of the injurious and frau­
dulent ufage they had received for feveral years 
backwards, from the Englifh, who had cheated 
them out of their {kins and furs, not giving one 
quarter of their value for .them.. They likewiCe 
remonilrated, that whereas hunting was the chief 
way or art they ever had to earn 3 livliehood by,_­
game was now become. very fcarce, becaufe the 
whites praCtiCed it fo much on their ground. Col. 
Weiler, their interpreter adyiCed them to bring 
down their !kins and furs to Philadelphia them­
felves, promifing that he would take proper care to 
fee their goods fold to advantage. Whereupon 
they did fo, in purfu3nce of his infiruCtions, and 
finding it their interefi, refolved to continue in the 
way he had chalked out for them; for now they 
were fi.lpplied with every thing they wanted from 
the merchant's fhops at the cheapefi rates. And 
thus it plainly appeared to the Indians tl:at they 
Lad been long impofed on by the traders, and 
therefore they were determined to have 110 }'Tlore 
dealings with them. Tl;is coneuCt and fhynefs 
of the Indians was very difagreeable to feveral 
gentlemen of the province, who were nearly in­
terefied in that {pecies of commerce. 

In the years 1753 and 1754, lome of the traders 
had the aifurance to renew their friendlhip \\ ith 
them, when, infiead of remitting them doaths and 
other neceifaries, as had been ulual and were more 
pl'oper for them, they, with infidious pro miles of 
doing them jllfiice for the future, carried them 
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large quantities of rum in fmall calks, which they. 
knew the natives were fond of, under colour of.' 
giying it them gratis. In this manner were the-. 
Indians inveigled to rlnew their commerce with, 
the traders, who, while they were intoxicated \\·ith· 
the liquor they had given thein, took the .oppor-; 
tunity of going off with their lkins and furs.: but. 
the natives recovering from. the debauch, were fO; 
infpircd with revenge againil:.the traders, that they 
hilled a great many of .them., and went .direai}t; 
over to the French, who had been courting their. 
friendil1ip for years before.. Thus, . by the vii" 
biny of a few traders, we not only loll a very va', 
luable trade, bm from this [ource fprung all the. 
miferies and ca!J.mi[ies~ which our back. fettle-. 
mellts have fuffeled by the depredations. and un­
heard of cruelties of the Indians, whofe tempers, 
when exafperated with refentlllent, are more fa-; 
vage than hungry lions, infiigated fu~ther by the: 
more barbarous tubjeCts of his Moil Chriili~n .Ma~ 
jelly, who encouraged them to kill and defiro.y. all 
the Englilh theylhould meet .with, and to Ipare: 
neither man, woman, .nar child. And as. a fur~ 
ther inducement to commit thofe. moll. favage 
cruelties, the French give them a reward of l51~ 
Sterling for every fcalp the Indians bring them. 

The Indians met with prodigious tuccefs. in 
all their attempts to plunder and d~populale a n~7 
ked and unrefiHiog province, . And linding no lub 
in their way to I ttard their progrefs, .and Hill 
tired with revenge, and the hopes of fpoil, tlaey. . 
proceeded with a moil: determined refolution to 
ravage the whole country, aud utterly to de~~oy 
the Englilh. They were jO.ined foon.after by 
feveral ot ,er tribes of Indian:; and the .number, 
of our friendly lndians have be~n every day fince. 
that time diminiihing, partly by our neglefiing 
thcm1 and partly by the tncp~ra&ep.1.ent they meet 
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with from the -French. At lall thefe unfLlffer:tble 
depredations and uncommoll barbJri~ies cor~l11itteJ 
on the frontiers, rOLlfed the Philadelphians to 
meet and confider what proper methods might be 
taken to llem the, torrellt, before it IhoLlld over­
fpread the whole province, as Ihey had no rtafOll 
to expect lIny alful'l1lce from the Governor, or Af­
lembiy, who had been IhamefuUy in difpllte f~)r 
three years before, aboLlt pailil1g a bilHor granting" 
60,0001. to his Majefiy's ufe, and had then come 
to no conclufion. The reli.:lt of this meeting and 
conCuitalio11 of the mel chants in Philaddpbi.l,. 
was to raiCe the Cum of 70,OCO 1. among Ibcm­
felves, which was accordingly done, and callied' 
into execution with the grcateH Iph'it and alael ity" 
as being rdolutely bent tLl. exert the utmoll of their 
abilities to defeat tbe hellllh intentions of their 
enemies. And in 1755, being fomething lees than 
fix weeks after this neceiI;ny and laudable fcheme 
tor railing money was prLlpofed, a body of 2000 

vcltllltiers allembled them!Clve.s together under 
arms, and mal ched directly to the relief of the 
inhabitants of the back f'ettlements, building for­
tificatiolls ia divcrre plnces on the frontiers, \\ hich 
put a great Hop to th~ir proceedings. But lbde 
vigorous meafures and fpirited reColutions were too 
long delayed, feveral hl'ndreds of innocent fan,i­
lies in the mean time having IoU their lives, in a 
tllanner the moll deplorubly crutl. 

The preparations made by the French for the exc­
E:utbn of the plan tbey had fermed, \I ere can icd 
on with fuch great Cecrecy, that none of the Er.g­
lilh inhabitants knew any thing of their dcligns till 
the year 1 7 ~4, when Come l'rench defci'lcrs from 
FOI t du Q.ucfne, taken up by our Indians, as they 
w~e llrolling among the woods, and brought tll 
?Illla.dc:lphia, made the di.covery, giving a ver;l. 
mte.lllgible account of their inten-!ed attacks UpOll 
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the: Britilh fettlements, with mallY other particular, 
of great importance, and no lefs danger. 

Notwithllanding this imminent danger that' 
threatened the province of Penfylvania in particu­
lar, yet the indolent Atrembly was not roufed from 
the lethargy and inactkity they remained in; bur 
vainly hoped the enemy would confine their attacks­
!o Virginia. The defence of this province, with 
many other things previous thereto, of no fmall: 
imp0rtance, were neglected till the lall moment" 
.efpecially the very necelfary one -of courting the .. 
friendly Indians, and efieCtinK a folid and dw'able;,; 
peace with them. 

In this manner the Governors and Alfemblies ine 
the different governments, fpun out their time in: 
fruitlefs delays and -deb:!tes, notwithfianding tue 
j nminent danger that threatened from the defeat 
of Maj. Walhmgton near _ W ill's-Creek on the fron.,­
tiers of Virginia, alld the daily progrefs of the ene· 
my, penetrating into the heart of the country, and" 
malfacring.aDd defiroy ing the poor .inhabitants" • 

.. Thec3ure-of the Fl'ench bei"g (0 fuccefsful, '10!with-, 
/landing the 1;1l.lIile~ of their Illlll1b~r, is owing \0 their 
being unanimous lIuder olle command, viz. the GovernoF 
of Canada, _ who is as ablolute Ihere as his maner the 
Tyrallt on'ranee: whereas the Englith colonies (Georgia 
:&lId Nova Scolia excepled), are didded inlo cleven diltiLtl· 
governmenlS, in each of whkh l10 ",eafure can be taken 
Lut b)· the General' Affembly; and being independent of 
each other, they generally ditagrce about t\;e Q!.,otas of -
men and money, which they thould refpeClively contri. 
bute; and of tbis the late filuation of our -aff.irs in N. 
America is a mdancholly proof; for notVl'ilhftanciing the_ 
~o,nmon danger, no tVl'O governments agreed on anyone 
me.fure, nor h~d one go.-ernment feparately aCted with 
any <legrt'e of vigour except that of MaffildJlllrets.bay,liIl 
the ~"pedition aglinll era\1 n Point in the 1755._,_ ~asf~t 
on toot Ull'!er ,Gen. j<~hllfoD. , 

The.' 
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The AlTemblies waited with more than commolil. 
patience for the arrival of Gen. Braddock from 
England with 2000 regular troops, who arri\'cd in 
Virginia in March 1755, and proceeded with his 
whole army to a place called the Little-l\leadows, 
about 20 miles beyond Fort-Cumberland at Will's­
Creek; and while on his march forward, 9th July, 
within five miles of Fort .:!U ~lefne, he was Cud. 
denly attacked by a party of French and Indian~, 
who, unfeen, fired from the woods, and f00n pm 
his troops in confL1fion: and after rallyillg again 
were totally defeated, with the lofs of 300 men kill. 
ed, and between 4 and 500 wounded; the mofi of 
whom being much difabled,could not be carried 
oJf the field of battle, .but were cmclly fcalped by 
the Indians, and left to expire in torment; and after­
wards were eaten by the wild hogs, \\'ith \\hich the 
whole country abounds. In this engagement, be. 
fides Gen. Braddock, who died three days after of 
his wounds, there was killed on the fpot, the 
brave Col. Sir Petcr Halket, univerf.'llly lamented; 
.bein~ a foldier of undoubted courage, and a gentle­
man of a humane difpofition. The number of 
officers killed in this engagement was 31, and 46 
wounded, many of whom were men of more mi· 
Iitary £kill t!~~n he wl-o commanded them: and 
tho' c,~wardice or dif:lffcCtiun cannot be imputed to 
Gen. Braddock, yet his behaviour on tl~e march, 
and his conduCt on the day of battle, makes it 
pbinly appear, that he was ID uperieneed G(:ne­
ral, and that he unJerfiood not what he was g,)ing 
about: For a number of Delaware Indians, who 
were in our interefr, four or fiVe .days before the en· 
gagement, having come and oficred their fen'ice to 
him, he vcry imprudently n:fufed their propof"ls of 
fcourincr the woods and beating IIp the ambufcades, 
of the French and their Indians; telling them, he 
had brave Englifhmen enough to lend all the French 
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'and Indian (ons of b--s in AmeriCa, to hell, lma 
that he wanted none of their affillance. Upon this 
bad treatment, they immediately went over to the 
'French General at Fort du Quefne, and informed 
-him, that the Britilh tmops were within a few 
miles of the place; tpe French General muH:ered 
-up all his forces, and aclnnced as far as the Great 
Meadows, ""here th~y !f.y in ambulh till the arrival 
of Gen. Braddock, :lOd having polled their Indians 
in different corners of the woods, the moment our 
men entered the clear fidd, they were furprifed all 

eycry fide by a fudden fire from thofe in ambufh, 
fucceeded by the dreaMul cries and war-whoops of 
the Indians, which was a greater /hock to our troops 
than the executbn done by their fire. Not\dth­
"!landing this, fuch was the obfiinate temper of the· 
r:;"f!"ral,afrcr feeing the men in a moment almoll cut 
tl' pi-:ccs 2n3 put in confulion, that he would not 
per.nlt them to retire or ad\'ance in fmall parries, as 
,"~ cafe required, bur rallied again in one body, and 
"":3, t;:>ta1l j' defeated. He was a man, (tis too well 
), n,· ... ''1 and believed) by no means of quick appre. 
l;~':;,an, could not conceive when the Indians of.. 
;:"'.: !: im their :.ffiflance, that fuch people could 
he (/ ,,~v fen'ice to hir,], treating it as an abfurdity 
t<J f, " Ie that Inclians would ever attack regulars~ 
fc' t! 2eJpifing the enemy too much, no care was 
t~.L , :,) infima the men to refifi the'Indians pecu­
Ii.l[ . ,,' uf fighting ". CoL Halket was/hot dead 
,J, ." 10 hOllr after the fid! encounter. Thofe 
'c c .. ' were near him, fay, be feU with a {mile in his 

. '.' Th .. ir method ofiighting, , .. hen the ritu.lt;on :lllmita 
r-.f 1O anlblilcade, if t9 lie down gn their f~ces hehind :1 

b .. '" )1).1 cover Ihemli:lv~$ uith mors, Co that it would 
be .~ffi:ult 10 difcovE-r them Qt the clilbncc of a few 
p ~i: then haying fired in this pailure, they TUrn them', 

'~~ OIl their fides, h)ad again, and repeat the fire, with, 
~, . ih.:willl.: them!elves by Iti'lllding up. ' 
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( '15 

ooimtenance, 'which they afcri"bed to' the inward 
fatisfaClion of his havin.g firongly advifed againfi 
the imprudent ncp to which he fell a victim . 

. Braddock's unexpeCted defeat, feemed to roule 
·the Atrembly of Penfyivania from' their lethargy. 
They now concurred with the Governor, who 

·itrued a procl.lmation, dc-cluing the Delaware·ln. 
dians, and· thofeconcerned with them, to be traitors 
and r-ebels to his Britannic Majeltv, and otfered tt.e 
following rewards for taking orkilJing any of thefe 
Indians, ·/-'iZ.1 50 dollars for a male prifoner, and 
-130 dollars for the fcalp of a male above 12 years 
of age; 130 dollars for a female prifoner, and 'ie' 
dollars for the fcalp of a female abo\'e 12 years 'vf 
age. Vigorous mearures were now thcl1ght of; 
expeditions were planned I. againfi Niagara and 
Frontenac, 2. CrownPoi~,t, and 3' agai:lit the forts 
built by tbe· french on St. John's.river in the Bay of 
-Fundi. The expedit!oo ag<iinl1 Niagara was t;) 
be uncle-!" the ·command of Gen. Shirley; trat a· 
gainfi Crown.l'oint, to be comrr:andcd by Gen. 
Johnfon, and the third -expedition llOdcr Gen. 
Monckton's -command; ·the firfi of which bo\\'o 
ever WJS gi\'cn up, as Governor Shirley's forces a­
mounted t<il"no-more than 2,500 men, principally 
recruits, wholly unacquainted with military iCl \ ice 
and difdplioe. The troops employed ill tl.e eXFedi. 
lion to 'Crown-Point, fet forwal d, and arrived at 
Lake.George on September 7.'1755, where Gen. 
Johnfon rcceind intelliger,ee by fome Indian 
[couts, that the enemy, to the number of :2000 

men, was marching to attaek another of our en­
campments at the great eanyillg.-plaee, under the 
command of Col. Blanchard. The C"lonel ~; as ae­
'lliainted of their defign-by a letter from Gen. John-
10n, who detached 1000 men with 2"00 Indians, un­
der the cJmmand af ·Cul. \\' iIliams, to :atacktheo\ 
,in their march; but Cd. Williams ..,a~ b~atCl1 b<.ck 
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in about an hour and a half, and retired behind a 
hrcaa·work of trees that had been thrown round 
Gen. Johnfon's encampment. A little after, the 
French made a graRd attack, and their Indians 

. Clnd Canadians fquatted on the flanks of the Englilh, 
who handled themrou.ghly on all fides, and. galled 
them with lomefield.pieces for fix hoorSj.wJlcn the 
Englit11 and their J ndians jumped over the breafi. 
WOI k, pllrfued the enemy,and made a great flaughter, 
aud took a great many prifoners .• among whom 
was Baron Didkau the French General. In this 
battle, old Hendrick, the great Mohawk Sachem, 
was 1laill.fighting like a lion, whofe fon being told 
of his father's death, giving the Indian groan ufual 
upon fuch occafions, and fuddenly putting his hand 
on his left breaa, fwore his father was fiil! alive in 
that place, and flood the, e in his fon. The death 

. of old Hendrick, who was adored by the Indians; 
fo much exafperated them againfi the French, that 
.it was with difficulty I Gen. johnfon prevented the 
fury of their refentment taking place on the body 
of the :French General Dielkau j whom they would 
have facrificed without ceremony, but for the in· 
terpofition of the General, who is himfelf an In· 

,dian Sachem, and held very much in efieem by 
. the Indians. For this lignal fen'ice, he was. created 
a Baronet of Great Britain. After this I,!idory ov~r 
the French,Gen.johnlon, whore army was increl/fed 
to 6000, for want of a fufficiency of provifions, 
was obliged to give over the expeqitiOll to Crown 
Point, aftcr building two forts on ;Lake·C;eorge, 
called Fort.Edward and Fort William.Henry. 

Col. Monckton inpurfl,lallce of his.plan, on the 
16th june, attacked and took Beaulejour within 
the Ifihmus of Chjgnefto, and next day. another 
fort and mag~iQe lurrendred. This expedition 
was afflfied by <;:apt. Rous, who with a fmall fqua­
dron failed up the river St.John'S, which he reduced, 
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and fent· fome thoufands· of fr-ench neutrals to be. 
d1fiributed among the fouthern Britilh colonies. 

Great preparations were maJeeady in the year 
J 756,' for·the campaign 011 Lake-Ontario, for the 
attack of Nbgara. aAd·· Fort 'PI'ontenac, on the 
north·wcll"f:d'eo.of the· Lake oppofite ·ld O[wcgo, 
which-had been laid afide the preceeding year. 
Part of the army arrived at· Orwego after feveraf 
fkirmifues' with the- French and Indians; but the 
greatell part was yet to come, owing to the dila­
tory pt:oceedings.of Gen. Shirley, who had the di-
1"C1..'tion of this expedition, and who impatiently· 
waited for the arrival of, and daily expeC1:ed Lord 
Loudon from England, who was made Commander 
in Chief of the forces in N. Arr.erica. In the n:ean 
time the Governor of Canada having got notice of 
the preparations we were making to attacH Niagara 
and .frontenac, gathered together a great-army, as 
if ,for the defence of thefe forts. Five thoufand men, 
J joo whereof were regulars, undert-be cOtnmand of 
the Marq. de Montcalm, . fet out ·fo' fecrelly on all 
expedition againll Orwego, that.()n ~he 6th Auguft 
they arrived within three leagues of that fort: bet0re 
they were dircovered, Col. Mercer who commanded 
at the fort, having intelligence- of their march, fent 
notice to Capt, Bradley,., who commanded fome of 
our iliips on the Lake Ontario, to endeavour to 
fiop the progr.l;rs-of .thet'r€ncn on ,the La,ke; but 
thefe lhips -unfortunately were drove a Ihore near 
Of we go in a .hard gale of wind, by which means 
M. Montcalm, who got notice lhereof by the In­
dians, had an oppqrtunityof tranlporting his heavy 
cannonwitbin. a mile and a half of the torr, which 
he could not otherwife have done. On the IlIh, 
the fort was lnvelled, and after a fiege of three 
days, was obliged to furrender upon arricles of 
capitlllation, and the whole garrifon, confifiing of 
14~O. meD~ were made prifoners of war. There 

Ii'l were· 
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were in the fort,when taken,.an increclibie" quantitY' 
of provifions and warlike fiores;- 100 pieces of can •. 
non, 14 mortar-s, feven fi,)ut /hips in th: harbour, 
and the military cheit-; which fell into the eneo"y'a\( 
hands. :. 

A little before the fUfl·cndel" of the fort; Col.~. 
Mercer ,the commanding -officer \\'4. killed, and all' 
the lofs we fultained during the /iege, was only two 
officers,one ferjeant, one dnlmmer,. &nd,four pri •. 
vate men killed, aud two or three woun-ded; but 
after the capitula.tion,· wh-ich pr~mifed the mono 
humane treatment, the favage Indians· ru/hed into' 
the hofpital among the fick, and, mofi ,horrible to 
relate! fcalped and defiroyed near 300 of. them ill 
the molt cruel and infernal manner. This would ap· 
pear to Ilave becn owing to the neglea ofthe:French; 
in not plaCing proper guards at the hofpital~doors.· 
But I am·well informed, notwithfianding the articles 
of capitulation, that- the French General had pre. 
"ioufiy promifed the Indians for their r~rvice tbe .. 
plunder of the place, befides the ufual reward for 
every fcalp, which was afterwards paid them.' 
Many reflexions were thrown out both in America· 
and Old England, againfi the officers who had thus­
furrendered the fort when it was fo w'ell provided, 
with all forts ofneceffaries; but, I far, very nnjuftly; 
for where the forrifications were weak,whatcould 
fuch a fmall army do againfl four times their num· 
ber 1 And why the fortifications wer~ notfufficiellt, 
is not to be imputed to the officers who were in it 
at its furrendcr; bccal1fe our army was fcarcely 
arrh'ed therc, when the French bid fiege to it. 

\Vhen Lord Loudon an ivcd, which was not 
tillihe end of July, and tDok 'the cOin~lld from 
Gen. Shirley, he found ollr furccs in too bad a 
condition to pmceed 011 any enterprize, the feafoll 
being too far advanced; thert'fore he only dire8.ed 
hi:; thoughts to the aJlifti\r.ce of Of we go, "hi~b 
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he heard was invelled by the French: for this pur­
pofe, he fent Col. Bradllreet with the batteaux and'; 
provifians, as alfo the rell: of the troops which had' 
been deftined for the expedition againll Frontenac 
and Niagara, to proceed to the relief of Of weer a ; 
but when Col. Bradllreet arrived at the great ca~1'-­
iog.place, he received the news that O[wego had 
furrendered. Now, had Col. Bradllreet fet out only 
a month fooner, which he might have done, had 
be not been detained at ScheneCl:ady, waiting for the 
44th regiment to march with him, I am confident­
lyof opinion, Of we go would not have been tallen ; 
becaufe, by means'of the batteaux he had along with 
him, he might have hindered the approach of the 
French, and prevented their bringing .any cannon 
to bear on the fort; and at the-.fame time, we 
might have got time to have put the ,fort in a bet­
ter pollure of defence .. 

In this place I cannot omit -mentioning, that 
notwithllanding what has been faid of the behavi­
our of the officers of the 50th and- 5 dl regiments 
of Great .Britain, I mull, with the grcatelt truth, 

_ fay, that they behaved like. brave men, and in a. 
p~rticular manner, Capt. 'James, Campbell, a,nd 
Er.figns Hickes and Evern,who with thc greateIl: 
fpirit, and. alacrity, a!Iilled. the private men at the 
great guns·. " 

About the fame time that Of we go was taken, Fort 
Granville on the back of Penfylvania,was allo taken 
by a party of French a~d I~dians from the Ohio. 

Thus endedthis campaIgn WIthout one memorable 
action by the Britiili, except the dellruCl:ion of a 
fmall town of the hollile Indians on the Ohio, cal-

~ C~pt. Camphell is at J'Tefent in Scotland, aDd reGdes 
near Glafgow. M~lrrs. Hickes and Evern, are f;entlr­
meu of New-Eugland born, the former of whom Ii pre­
Centl y at D.llkeith, four mile's lOulb of EdiDburgb. 
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led Kittannigg, '2.5 miles above Fort,du Q.uefne;' 
where they killed about 40 pf thefe people, with 
Capt. Jacobs their chief". 

After the taking of Ofwego, the French. had. a 
free communication from Canada to the Miffiffipi.. 
without interuption, and became thereby maflers 
of the Lake Ontario, as they were before of all 
the other Lakes. And the only communication we 
had from the Mohawk.'s river to the Lake Oneida, 
was fiopt up, by filling the carrying-place at Wood's 
Creek with logs and trees for many miles: the 
c;onfequence of which was, our being obliged to 
qeflroy our forts at the great carrying-place then 
our moil advanced poft in the country of the Six 
Nations, where there were at that time above 3000 

men, including J 200 batteaux-men, who retreated 
under the command of Gen. \Vebb to Eurnet's 
field. The confeql1cnce of this was very ter-. 
rible to C:.lr A~erican affairs; for the Indians of the 
Six l-hrions undullbtedly looked upon it as aban-, 
doning them and their country to the french: for 
they plainiy faw, that we had nO,ilrong hold nea~ 
tllCID, and that by the place at Wood's Creek being 
nllpt up, we could not afford them any atfrlbiIC:e 
at Onondaga, Cayuga, and in the. country of the 
Sellckas; \vhich were, thea- chief cafiles. Tha~. 
the furts beg'Jn by 'us in th'ef~ countries, \vere left. 
\.infinifhcd, and therefore could be of no ufe to 
them; and which, had we kept the carrying­
place, we might have fini/hed, and fiiH given, 
them hopes of our being able to defend them; 
but dclpairing of uur beillg further ferviceable to, 
t11em, thofe Iroquois w.ho, were before our friends, 
Hnd fume of the others, deferted us, and jdned the 
french; th~ ,c.mfequellce of which was foon af~er 

• P,eterWiI J:a~ron is in polfeffion ore apt J leobs:, ni~ht.' 
up. which he got in a prt:lC~ from BcnjlmiD l"ranUio 
.E.iip: 6f Pll.iladel!-,?b. .. 
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felt by the lor. of Fort WiIliam.Henry on Lake, 
George. The t'rench built feveral more forts, 
parlicularly one at the head of Lakc-Ge-orge, calicJ _ 
Ticonderoga.~ . 

ThlfjJ tbe fine cuuntry on the Mohawk's,river,· 
down to. Albany, was left open to .the ravages of 
the enemy, and an eafy paIr age opened tv the 
French and their Indians into the provinces of 
Penfylvania. and New-Jerrey, ..by the way of Suf. 
quebanna al~d DcJaware-rivers; which. were before 
covered by ,Qur fettlements 011 the Mohawk-river 
and the Six NatIons. \Ve left the French without 
the leafi fear of our being able [Q hinder their pal. 
fage, thwugh Lake·Ontario and Lake-Erie, to the 
frontiers of Penf)-Ivania, Maryland, Virginia and 
the foothern country; and the moll inbuman bar. 
barities were exercited on the inhabitants of thefe 
fronticrs,hy the French and tbeir Indians_ A change 
of the minilhy in England foon bWllght Oil new 
meafures. The affairs of America \'. ere by tbis 
time become VHy ferious: large Ibppiies of troop 
'Wcre fent Lord Loudon from Old England, \\ ho 
with what troops he already bad, and thefe that 
Ihould afterwards arrive, was ordered to pruceed 
for Halifax from New-Jerfey by La, and there wait 
the arrival of Admiral Hulbourne wbo was at rca 
with a powerful Reer, to atten· p( the rcdufti~n (f 
Louitburg; but by the time tl~e Admiral arm-cd, 
the teafur. for fuch an expedition was no tar ad. 
t"anced, and befides the garriful1 was fhtugt:-cned 
by a powerful fleet tbat arrived tbere fr<!m r ra~ce 
f::Jr its defence. Lord Loudon y. as foun aller 
forced to return to New-York; an,! not lung after, 
divefied of the command. 

During thefe tranfactions, M. Montcalm, tbe 
French General, [eized the opportunity of Lord 
Loudon's abfence at Halifax, to attack the forts 
\\'hkh haclbeen lately erected on Lake-George: 
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On tbe 'ld Angufl, this aCtive officer, at the head' 
of 10,000 men, regulars, Canadians and Indians,' 
invefied Fort William. Henry, which was garrifon. 
ed with 2,500 men, commanded by Lieut.·Col. 
George Monro of Otway'{foot, The Lieulenant 
Colonel made a bravc',defence tHI the 9th" wheD~1 
having no profpell: of relief from: Gen., Noble,~ 
Who then lay at Fort. Edward. he was obHged to fur. 
render, on condition of being allowed to march 
out with the honours of war, and engaging not to 
ferve againft'the Fr.ench for I a~months. The 
French lCandaloufly broke the capitulation, allow. 
ing their Indians to plunder the baggage ltelonging, 
to the garrifon, and fcalp .and murder many of the 
mes in cold blood •. 

Thus this campaign'oh 757;:ltkewife ended rna· 
nifelHy to the difgrace of the Britilh nation; but the 
next began to wear a more favom:ablecollntenance, 
owing ~o the vigorous meafure·s of our wife mIni­
fier at home. Expc;ditions were n0W Flann,ed, and 
properly fupported; theconfequence of which 
has been, ftrfllthe twng of .LouHburg in J 758, bY' 
Adm. Bofcawen and Gen.: AmherH; fe~ond, the 
taking ,of Fort Frontenac, the .fame year, by Col. 
Bradllreet;: and recovering all the ihips we loft at 
Of we go, befides a prodigious quantity of provilions 
and milital:y Hores;· and th:rd, 8he abandoning of 
Fort du Q!lefne oll,the approach of Brig. Gen. Forbes 
NoV'. 24; the faid year; fourth, the abandoning ofTi~ 
comlerog3) anrJlfih, Crown.Point, on the approach 
9f Gen •. Amherfi; fixth, the taking of Fort Niagara 
by Gen. Johnfon, afrer defeating the French army 
lIeaf that place; and lafily, the glorious 1"eduBion of 
Q.ijebec, by the troops under the cODlmand of, the 
brave Gen. W olfe,- lupported by a. flee!t of his Ma· 
jelly's /hips, commanded by Admirals Saunders. 
Hol1lles and Durell, all in the year 1739' 
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. The- above account of the war I ha\-e wrote,. 
principally t.:) !hew what part the Indians bore in 
it, and that their fl iendlhip is not to be neglected, 
nor their power to be defpifed j for if we will con­
fider narrowly, we will find that they have been 
the pri,lcipal caufe of all the advantages the French 
have gained over us ill N. Amelica. 

Thus we have at lall made ourfclves mafiers of 
Quebec, and all Canada mull fall of courfe. I here 
take the opportunity of giving it as my opinion, 
that we mull either keep Canada, or be for ever 
harralfed by the inccoachments of the French. 
If we refi0re it welhall be as bad as ever, Ullle!!; 
we keep up a fucce in time of peace, fufficicnt to 
check (he depredations of the Indialls as well as 
the French. For if the trea~y of Utrecht could 
110t keep (hem from incroachments, what reaLa 
can we have to fuppofe any future treaty \\ ill be 
better obierveG? After having feen the French c.,r­
rying 011 a regular plan ofufurpation in:-.r. Ameri­
C.l fdr thefe 50 years pall, fhall we be fo \\ eak as 
to believe they will now lay it alide 1 Canada, 10 far 
only as belungs to them in property, is Icarcdy 
worth their regard; for it is a cold inho!pitable cli­
mate, and the trade fcarce can dO'ti-ay the expence 
of the c-..>lony. If they alk it back, it is only with 
a view of continuing their old plan, lince, ti-om 
their bcroacbments, it is evident tbey gralped at 
~he po/feffion of all N. America. The tuf>acco of 
Virginia and Maryland, for which they pay a ve­
ry large fum in Europe yearly, is a gr!=at t<.:lIlptati.< 
011. The reduCtion uf 5eo Jc~gues of Ita coall: 
full of people, would be an inefiimable treafut c to 
them, on account of the prodigious quantity of 
European manufaCtures contillned by It.ch a mul­
titude, and the number of hands employed at horr:e 
i:J thele manufaCture~. A deal of money \\-ollld be 
tiwcd them by getti!lg all tl;.cir p Yal.tl(;r:s hum 
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their own colonies, which from Canada alone is 
not fo eafy, on account of the dangerous navigati~ 
on of the river St. Lawrence, and its being fFozen 
in the winter.time. Thele are reafons which, I 
hope, will influence the Iegillature of Great Britain 
to inllil lipon the keeping of Canada, which wiH' 
be of greater advantage to Great Britain than it has 
ever been 'to France; for being poifeifed already 
of all the fea·eoans, as alfo of Hudfon's' &y; we',: 
(hall have all the fur.trade in our poffdIion, which, 
un the exclufion of the French from North' Arne· 
rica, will be more confiderabie than it is ; 'beeaufe 
the Indians will have greater liberty', of, hunting,' 
and on a greater tract ·of land; . the, beavers, c.;c. 
will have more room to increafe, and then all the 
European nations will be, oblig~d to buy their 
fine hats from us. ' 

Jf we"lhould people Canada, and give p)anta~ 
tions..grati.r,.,as we. did laft. war", and help the firfi 

, k~n 

.... At the reuutlioD of our forces urOll the tooclufiol) 
of the Ian ptace, L.,rd Halifax formed a projetl 10 aug­
ment our colony at Nova Scotia, by giving trads of 
I~d to rucb offi~e,;- ami foldiers as were willing to go o­
yer and fettle, there.· This fct.eme the 'govCi"nmrnt a­
dopted, and began to execute it in 1749, and the Lords 
commiffiOlleTS of trade and plantation~ ilfued a prodama­
tion, by which 5o,acres of land were, offered to every 
foldier and. jailor ,who would fdtle in that part of Ame­
rica, WitllOut paying any rellt or j;,n'ice durinr. ten ye3r$, 
al~ no more than one [hil ling per alJ1Jlim tor the 50 acres 
aherwards. To every foldier or fJilor, who had a 
wife and children, tell clIcres morc were offered for every 
individU.lI in Ilisfamily, androrany increafe lhn /bould 
afterwards happen, the, j;lIne conditions. To each 
fubaltern officer, 80 <lcres, and ·1 S more for each ofbis fa­
mily. 200 acres to each enfign; 300 to each lieuten­
OInt; 400 to each captain l 600 to each officel· in rank 

c, abave a captain, ;lIld 30 acrei more fliT every perioD ill 
h~ 
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fattlers till they b:gin to take root, tbe advan-' 
tage to Britain will £lin be greater; L'r as her 
fubjeCts muJtiply in her colonies, her firength is 
the gl e~t.er, betides the advantage to Britain by 
the additIOnal confumpt of her manufactures. 

It is the confiant practice of trading nations to 
llrive to rival one another in trade, by underfelling 
one ~!I1other at marKet, and where there is the 
greater fale, the goods can ,be afiurded the cheaper; 
for they cannot be made whe(e,there,isliule \'iew 
of fale. The firipping France of Canada is a great 
hurt to her trade, .in fo far as rcl:!tes to the con­
fumpt of her manufactures, ,which were former­
:ly confumed in that colony; and its 'beif!g a cell.! 
dimate makes -it the ,more valuable in this point, 

hit; hou!hoIJ. The government alfo et1gaged to tranCport 
and m'olintain the Ilew Jettlers one year at its ow,i ex­
pence, and to furni!h them with fuch arms, proviuom, 
uten[i!s" implements, and tool" ~s' !hould be nl:ctffdTY 
to put theln in a =ndition to .clear and cultivate tl'eir 
lands, to build them habitatiQlIs, and comm~lIce a filhery. 
Tbe liune cOIl<utions that "'tre offered to foldiers aud 
failors, were allo offered to all carpenters and other 
handier~ft men; and furgeolls were offered tbe f .. me 
conditions as an ,Enfign. 

This prodamation was publilhed in March, and in the 
heginning of May,following, 3750 perfom ellibJrked, 
who ellablilhed themfe1ves on the borders of the bay of 
Cbebucto. and built a city which they called HaWax in 
honour of the projeCtor. In themollth of October the 
,lame year, ,50 houles were built, and belore the end of 
the winter many more. . 

The parliament bas allowed very confiJerable fums for 
Ibe iucreale and ellal.lilhm~nt of this colony. The lame 
year ill which the 6rll letllfl s were embarJ..ed, tI,ey 
granted, <40,000 I. Sterling, for tbe c11arge of that em­
barkatior. and other expclll·es; and fir,ce r1'en, \'ery COil· 

fiderable IUlI1s have heen grallted e\el y year, and in ODe 
l'Cir to, the ClIt,nt of r.cal' I eo.ceo It Stcrl,ing. 

.n~ 
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:anJ the decreafe of her Ihipping to thofe places,'is 
,another advantage to Great Britain. 

If any part of Canada is to be given back, :r 
'would willi Q!1ebec may not, hOr any of the o· 
'ther forts tak.en from the 'French; if we do, I am 
afraid, the confequence will be fann : for Ihis rea· 
[.)n, the French have comparatively fo diminilhea 
.the power of Great Britain to their Indians, anCl. 
magnified that of }jis ]vIofi Chriflian Majefiy, that 
the Indians are made to believe the French King 
is the greatefi prince OR earth, and that Kirig 
George is a poor petty prince, Even our own In· 
dians, who perhaps know fomething more df'the 
matter, yet from our unaccountable tame' beha. 
viour, in futfering fo long the oepredatilms of thi: 
French and Indians, had fo bad an qpinion of our 
courage, that, with them, --we ''long went 'under the 
pufillanimous charaCl:erifiic of women. Our _ late 
glorious fucce(fes have not set had the etfect to 
bring back to our interefi thofe who had revolted 
from us, the caufe of which is not owing, toob. 
moacy, or the remembrance of our former negleCl: 
of them, but -to -the infidious, politic contrivances 
of the French, 'for the 'French 'thinking that our 
.conquefis will ,be delivered back a-gain at the next 
peace, as LouiJburg was at the Iaft, to- keep up 

'their credit with the Indians in their interet .. , 
have falfcly and politically made them beli~ei thai: 
his Mofi ChrilHan Majefiy will force ;j{ingGeorge 
'to deliver them ~Il back again, \\'hhout firiking_~ 
blow. And to prove the truth of what I here lay 
i:lown, I I1mll inlert the e~t1:aCl: ,of ,a letter from' 
Albany in New-York, Noveniber:23.17S" 

," 'Cayenliuiliqlloa and Rattle-Sn3>ke Sam, tw 
Moha\1 k Jndi2,ns, came hcreycfierday; they weI'. 
.ab~ut -Ill days ago at Ofwc;g\ltcbie, in Canada, 0'­
a,vlfit to fome ,relations., -who have been man 
rears fettle-.. I with thc,rr€n,h~ -They fay, tb"' 

e-ndeavourl. (, 
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end'e~oured to perrua'd'e this relation" and the 
O!her Mohawks at Ofwegatchie, to leave the- French 
if!· good time, andretllFn t-o their own country, 
telling them. that. the En gli (h., formerly wome-n. 
were now all turned into men, and were as tr1ick 

·all ovcrthe country as the trees in the woods ; 
othet they bad taken the 0'hio, Niagara, Cadaraqui, 
Ticonderoga, Louilburg, and now fateIyQ.uebec.; 
and that they would foon eat up the·rem~inder of 
the French in Canada, and all the Indians dJut· ad • 

. hered to them:' Sot the ,French Indians anfwer· 
ed, <l . . B\-ethren·, you ·are deceived; the· Engliih 
cannot ear. l1'p ·rhe' .Fl'ench; their mQuth is tot) 
little; ·their jaws too w:eax, and their teeth not 
,atarp. e:no~gh. Our Pa-ther Onondo (that is the 
'GovefJ!Of ofeanada) has told· U'S, and we believe 
'hillJ', that tlie EnglHh, like a thief, have fiolen 
'Louilburg and Qyebe..c from the great King, while 
.his [,aek ~'as furned, and he wa's looking another 
way : But now he has turned his face- and fee$ 
what the Englifu have done, he- is going into their 
.coQntry with :t thoufand great canoes, and al\ his 
warriors; and' he will take the liule EugHlh King 
and pinch him tin he makes him cry out, and give 
b;tck what he has JlQl~, as he did .about tmfommers 
ago·, and' tliJis your eyes will foon fee." The 
fame notion antt prejudices we ·{;nd are indufil i. 
oufly fpread among t~ fIx nations. God grant 
.Imtlliug to' confirm t-hem; for the lilGians have nO' 
·hfea' of exchanging ·conquefis, or of delivering up 
what is once taken, but from motives of fear or 
'\Yeaknefs; and they know little of what palfes is 
other parts of the world. 

If we dc;ivcr up our conquetts in North Ame-ri. 
c~,. I am aff'lid, the couleqiJellces will be dreadful; 

'S 1 

• A-lluding ttl the 1.11 pelcel wb~1 Loullhurg wu 
rellored. 



I. tremble at reading the above letter, the authen-, 
ticily of which I have reafon to know: What 
may not our .Indians believe afterwards of what 
tjJe French may pretend to :prophecy, when they 
fee things come ,to pafs .as erron~oully predicted 
by the above letter? they will think we were fOI:­
ced to deliver up our conquell:s "; they will fly 
to that pation whom they think the ·bravell:, as to 
a place of fafety. The French being. thus firength- . 
ened, by the alliauce of ·the whole Indians of A.,­
merica, thu~ {educed by their falfe prophecies, will 
foon be .p a can lition to execute that p'an which 

:hlS co(l them.fo much lime and. money in form­
ing. They have never yet had any regard to 
treaties: They will be always increafing their 
force in Canada; and when they (haIl'be prepared 
to attack us, be alfured ,they will do it ,elfeCi;ually" 
·fur their former mifqrr.iages will teach them, by 
experience, not ,to begin a thing of this nature a­
gain till they have well ,ct-n!idered the end. 

I {hall conclude with the bell: defcription of the 
Indians, ,their way of living, pc. in ~y power:. 
having beefl myfelf a ,planter on the back.fettle­
ments of Penf,Ylvania for many years; .and, in th~ 
year 1754, had my plaptation ravaged and Je­
llrayed by the Indians, myfelf taken prifoner, and 
e~'e~y moment in danger of my ,life for thrt'c 
months, .~hat I was forced .to live with them in 
OJle of th~r ~illages, and fl"om whom J made a 

,mon 

• A Sachem of one ilf the tribes of the {j" nations 
publicI y reproached the Englilh, at a conference betwix.t 
lhe.commillion~rs fiom tbe Britifh governm~nt and thCl 
fix l1atio\,s, at Albany. Addrelling Ihemfc;lves to the 
commillioner, "You talk, laid be, of your ftrength.; 
v..tJere dQ we fee it 1 The french build torts, and keep 
them wicen they bave done; the Englilh do not hinder 
tbem; thc,french.bcbave liI~c IllCl1. \be ,t:nglik like wu" 
men. 
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moll wonderful efcape, as may be feen in a bGok­
publithed by me, intitled, French and Ind:an Cru· 
tlty.' ' 

It'is difficult to guefs what may be the num· 
ber of the Indians fcattered up' and' down our back· 
fettlements; bur, if their own actount be true, they 
amount to many thourands. Be this, however, as 
it will, they are not to be feared merely on ac· 
count of thernumbers; other circumllallces can· 
fpire to make them formidable: The EllglHh in· 
habitants, though numerous, are extended over' a 
vall tract- of land; 500 leagues irr length on the 

'fea:lhore, and, for'the moll parr; have fixed habi. 
tations" the eafieft and lhortellpaffages to which, 
the Indians, bY' conlhlnrly hunting ill' the woods, 
aTe perfefl:ly well acquainted with; - and as their 
way of making. war is by fudden attacks up'on ex· 
p.ored places, as foon as they have done the mn: 
chief at ,one- plaae, t!o!~Y'retire,'~n:! either' 'go home 
by fame different route, or go to fome diflant pla<:e 
to renew· thier, attacks .. If they are purfued, it is 
a chance if they, do Dot enfnare their pnrfuers; or, 
if that be not;the cafe, as fooD"as they have gained 
the rivers, fo de.'tterous are they in the ufe of their 
canoes, that- they prefently get out of reach. It is 
to no purpofe to follow them to their fettlement!l ; 
f-or they can, without' much difadvantage, qU,it 
their old habitations, ana betake themfelves to 
new ones : A~d to this, that they can be fudden. 

, Iy drawn together from any dillance. as they can 
find their. fubflllence in travelling _ from their 
IDIns. ' 

No peop~e onearth'have a higher fenfe 'of liber­
ty, or flronger affemonfor their relations; when 
offended, they are themofi' implacable-' vindiitive 
eDemie. on earth; for no dillance 'of place, I or 
fpace"of time, will abate their l'efentment; :but 
they wiU watch every opportuuity of reveQge, and 

. when· 
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when fuch an opportunity om-rs,_ they re\'C~ 
thcmfelves effeltuaUy. 

They will fooner facrifice their owu.Iives for thc-: 
fake of liberty, tban humble th.emfel'te5 to -thear­
bitrary controul of at:ly power whatfoever,. In 
battle they. never fubmit, and will die rather than be 
-taken prifoners. 

Our late tranfaCHons in America tefiify, that the· 
friendfuip.of the Indians is to be defired."aod the 
only way to maint~n a friendly rorrefpondcnoe· 
witb them, is by making fucb propo1itions to them 
as will fecure tbeir.liberti.es, and.be a~eeable t.c; 

their e.x~futions.; and not olliy by keeping tbefe­
propofttions invjolllh.le as well·in time. of peace as 
;'n time of war,. 'blU alfo r.enel\\-ingoll[ treaties whh· 
them f(om time to tinle ; J~lI the~ 'are w:ryJealoll$, 
and tenacious ofan lIffront or· negleCt. They. ate. 

very proud, and love to be efieemed. In time of 
p.eace,tblylive u-r.on what they,get'of the white.. 
.people, for which they barter ]kins, furs, &C. 
'!'heir doarl1in,g, and every thln,g elJi: they want" 
fuch as arms .. tbe¥_.getin the. Iam.e't'naQ.Dir. 1n, 
war-time, they Jj\-e upon what tbey. can proctlr.e 
by their gun, _ and if that fails. .LIfIon .ro~, frult.s,_ 
herbs,and other vfgdtable.s of tb.e nawraljll'oduc;e 
of the earth.. - -

They have never,the fOleLight to provide. necef· 
faries for themfelves ; they.1ook .only to the prefeBt: 
moment, and leave to-morrow to provide for itfel.f. _ 
They eat .of every wild bClafi :which they Jilll, with· 
4:lut dillinmon. They always pr-efer game ti) ve­
getables; but when they cannot get veniion,t.hey live 
.on 'root~fru1ts and herbs. Tbey,delhoy a:!Veat deal: 
of meat at a .time when they have it -in their.powor, 
and when ,they lea\'e any, be it l1c-\-er .ruch ·a ,great 
quantity, it-is ten to one if any of them will t<lke 
the trouble to carry II pound of it, but will .r.a.ther 
1e.we it behind them ; y~t .notM'l-tbllanding this eK· 

t(2vagance, 
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tnvagallCej ruch is their temp~si and they are [0 
inured to hardlhips, that if they cannot convenient~ 
'1y get at food, they can, and actually do fall fome~ 
rimes for 'near a week together, and yet'are:is ac~ 
tive as if they lived regularly. All their fpare time 
is; takeD up in contriving fchemes to fucceed in 
theirin'tended expeditions. They can never be 
t~ken in a purfuit by ,any EUl'opean. They will 
travel 70 miles a day, and continue for monthS td­
gether, as I have reafon to know from experience; 
and they- are fure to bring thCloir purfuers into a 
foo.re, if'they are 110t wary, and have fame Indian~ 
'on th.eidide to beat the bllllies. \Vhen they are over­
taken with fieep, they light a great fire round them') . 
and fleep'with their feet to'the fire, which prevents 
the wild beaUs' from falling, upon them; for wil~ 
beaUs have a natural averfion to fire'; nor is iteafy 
felr an enemy t6 difcover them "in this condition '; 
for the country'is one continued tract of thick 
wood, overgrown with brulh-wood, .[0' that YOH 

cannot fee the fire till you oe within a few yards of 
it. They ,have' nothing cove'ring ~hem from the 
iriCiemency ()f the feverellweatheJ' but a blanket 
PIJt upon them, fomething In, the Ihape of a High~ 
lander's' plaid. 

Add f~lflher, to prevent thdr 'being long obferved 
by their purfuCl's, or to be feen tooroon when they 
have a mind roo attack any plantation, they paint 
themfdvb of th¢ fame colour with'the trees among 
which they' hide,:themfelves. 

When they are to attack a plantation, they ne­
ver come out till, night, and then they rulh inllant­
ly: upon ,the farms, &c.' and dellr~y every thirrg, 
aswcll men, women and children, as beans '; then 
they fall~o' plunder, and return to their lurking­
holes tilbnother opportunity of plunder happeus, 
when they renew their attacks in'the fame manner; 
fo.that.if fome method is not taken tQ draw them 

C 3 .' into, oJ 



ii\to our it'lterdtj _our. colonies will be in a comi· 
l'IDal alarm, and tbe, cDuntry will foon become de •. 
folate; ·fDr no body will venture their lives to fet-. 
de on the back parts,unlefs the Indians are our 
friends .. 

The Indian manner ·of fighting is qtlite diIrer.ent: 
fpom tbat of: other ,nations. They indufiriQufiy a· -
",oid all open engagements; andhelides ambufcades". 
which I: have. already memioned,. page 14 .. their 
pdncip:J way is ·bulldigntiag •. in the exerdfe of· 
which tbey are very dexterous ; for as I have a1-: 
ready,[aid. -the back.country, being, one continued 
wood, except fame few fpots cleared.for the pur·. 
pofe ofhuIbandry by our back,fett!ers, the In". 
dians fquat ·themfelves down behind the trees, and 
fire .rheir. mulkets at .the.enemy ; .if the enemy ad... 
vanccs,t11en they .retr.eat . behind other. trees" and 
fire in tbe fame manner; and :;.s.they are gQoo 
markCmen lhey never fire in: vain, .wbe.eas. theil. 
purfuers feIdom·bit. 

Notwithfiandingthe pc.liti.c.fcbemes of France 
are nearly brought to a period, yet.if. the IndiallS 
arc not fatisfied with tbe concluflOn (If ap~ace hOo 
twixt 11~ and the FrencD as to America;· 1 meal! un. 
Ie.: they are fairly dealt. with, welhall gain bUt 
little by all our cooquefis; For ir is the friendlhip 
of the Indians that ~'ill make Canada .. valuableJo 
us. We have already more lands than we areab'le 
to manage.; but the advanta~, nay then~ty of 
keeping Canada, 1 hal'C alr-eady lbown; and there. 
fore I lball g'> on '-"itb my account of the. Indians. 

Whealalt in Landon, lremernber.to l1avdll::trd 
fome co5"ee·houft: politici.,n), chagrined .at the de.­
vallation they made on· .our, back·fettl.m!:nu. fay, 
tholt it 1\ ould I:.e an cafy. mat.ter,to root out the la· 
va~es by clearing the_ground., Lanfwer" that the 
talk may leem ealy to them,. but. the execution of 
fuch a lcheme cnfuch a uaCl: of land, would be 

fo 
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fIj difficult~ that 1 doubt w.hedler· there are .people' 
ellough in Gleat Britam and Ireland, to accomplilh ' 
it in ~ hun~r.ed years tilne, .,ver-e'they to meet with 
no oppo1itiOtl; but whe~e ·there is fuch 1. fubtile 
en~my to, deal with, .1 .am afraid, 'we Ihould make 
but litue progr..cfs. in :reducing the Indians: even 
al10wing the country to be all 1:leared, there are 
hills ~od other falmelfell to ~hlch the Indians ran 
.. etir~ and where they would greatly have the bet- . 
ter of .everyattempHodBlodge them. Of this the .' 
.rebelliou£ Negcpes of Jamaica, are afllflicient proof; 
for notwlth!landi.ng all the diligence of the govern­
ment, there is; no extirpating them. Tlte only 
way I :would.advife is to. keep l1-ioods with the In­
dWJs, and. endeavour to pre\lai! on -them to fewe ill 
the fame manner liS the Plantet1i.do, which they 
will be the. more eafilybrougbt to. if. the French 
.are excluded from Canada: For notwithfianding 
their wand ring" way of life, I have the greatefi r~fon 
to believe they' have no dillike to an eafy .life. And 
.as they will have no teiDP~OllSlto murder, as they 
bad wh'eD . ilicred up, by the fubje8s of his Moft 
Chrillian Majelty, they. will foon become ufeful 
.members of fock:ty~, 

When lidl the Engllh. &:rived in the American 
C0lonies, they ·fOlHld the W00ds inhabited by a race 
of peop~e, uncultivated in their manners, but not 
>CjIlitedevoid of humanity •. They were firangers to 
,literauu-e, isnorantof the ,1iberaI arts, and demtute 
of almofi every cOD\'eniency of life. 

But jf lhey wel'.e unpraCtifed in the arts of more 
civilizednalions,they were alfo free from their vices. 
They feemed perfe8 in two parts of the ancient 
Perfian e.ducation,namely,in /hooting with the bow, 
and !peakiAg truth. In their dealings they commoll­
lyexchang,. one c-ommodity for another. Strangers 
tbemfclves to fr.aud,they had an entire confidence in 
othctS. Accordin~ to thcir abilities,lihey were gene.. 

. rous 
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rous and hofJ1itable. Happy, thrice happy had they 
been, if, ftill preferving their native innocence and 
fimplicity, -they had:only been inftruCte'd in the 
knowledge of God, and-the doCtrines of Chrillianity. -
Had they been taught fome of the more ureful parts 
of life, and to laY'afide what was wild-and favage. , 
in their manners! 

They rec_eived the Engiilh, \lp\.1ll 'theidirfi arrival; -
with open armsl treated them kindly, and fhewed ~ 
an earnell defite, that they fhoukl fettle" and live 
with them. They freely parted with fome of their .­
lands to their new come brethren, and chearfully 
eatered into· a league of -friend/ltip -with them. As ,; 
the Englilh were in immediate want of the affiilance : 
of the Indians, they on -their part· endeavoured to 
make their coming agreeable. Thus they lived for 
fome years, - in the mutyal exchange. of'friendly -­
offices. Their houfes were open to each othenthey .. 
treated one another as brothel's. But by their ditre:­
rent way of living, the EnglHh foon acquired pro­
perty, while the Indians continued- in their former 
indigence; hence the former found they could eafily -
live without the latter" and therefore -became ldk 
anxious about preferving t~eir friendfhip. This gave 
a check to thatmut-ual hofpitality that had-hitherto, 
fubfi!l:ed between them.; and this, toge\her. with I 

the decreafe of -game for --hunting,· seiling from ' 
the increafe . of, the Eng1i1h fettlements, induced 
the Indians.to remo'l'e further· back into the woods. 

From this time the natives began to be treatell 
as. a people of whom· an advantage .might be taken. 
As the trade with' them was -free and open, men of 
loofe and- abandoned charaaenengage~ in-it, and 
praCHfed every fraud; Before· -the coming of the 
white people, the Indians never- tafted fpiritous 
liql,lors, and, lik.o· mo{\ barbarous nations, having 
~nce tailed, became immoderately fond thereot~ 
iUld had JlP 10.l1&e( any· govc:mmept'of thent­
~ felves i 

. '" 
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te1\1es. The traders availed themfell/es otthis ",('ali .. -

-.Befs; infiead of carrying, our cloaths to cover the 
naked fal/ages; they c-arried them rUin, 'anil there..­
.by debauched their manners, weakened their con­
ifliootioOm;, introduced diforders unk,nown to them­
bcfore~ and in iliert corrupted and rained them. 

The Indians finding the ill elfeRs of this trade, 
began to -complain. Wherefore laws were made,pro­
hibiti"lJ ,my from going.to trade with them without 
a licenc~ fr()m the Go~roor, and It was alfo made 
Jawfcl for the Indians to ffave the calkll, and fpiU 
'What rum was brought among them; but this W&5 

to little purp.ofe ~ the lndians had too little com­
maud of rhemieliVes to ~ their dutYt-and were 
aGly prevailed -upon ,not tc -execute this law; and. 
the dJJ,jgn of the former wastotally"clJaded, by men 
·of feme cnarafler -taking out lkeooe6 to· trade. -
and then employ,ing under them perfons of no 
hoo<Hlf or ,ndDcjl'~J _&en.erallyfe-rvIlDU and con­
V'iCts tranlp.orted hlther trom BrifaiD' and. Ireland,\ 
whoRl'tbe¥ rent widl-gqods into <tbe la.dian coun­
try to ,trade on ilieir acoount. Thefe g~uing:beyond 
the reaoh of the law~ _executed unheard of villanics· 
Iij>Gll tbe P:OOI' natives, committin-g crimes which 
~/ly forbides .co nll.llle, _ and bebaf(ulg ina man-
n.ertoo ihoclviugto be related. J 

At every treaty which the lndians held with dn:_ 
F.nglilh .. they complaiced. of. tbe aoofes they flllf­
fer~ from tbe, tnlders, and_ trade. as then carr-ied. 
on. They, req!lefied thAt the traders might be re­
c.lleJ; but all to no purpofe. They begS'=d in dlC 
ilroogdl tenns, . that DO rum migh •. bc_ wlfrred to 
COlnC among tbem; but wer-e anly told they were, 
at liberty to fp}li all the rum brollght into their 
couna-y. At this time., little. or no paios was taken 
to civilize or inGrum them in tbe Qui11ian I eligion,,· 
tiJIll;t length the conduCt of the traders, prOfc:iling­
thcmfelves of that religiou, gave the Jndians. an al·, 

, moLL 
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moll' ii1vind~le prejudice againll it. Befides, as theft 
traders travelled among. difiant nations of the Indi­
ans, and 'w-ere in- fome fort the reprefentatives of 
tbe Eng-lilh, from them the Indians formed a very 
unfavourable opinion' of our whole' narion,. and 
eafily believed every mifi'eprefentation made of us 
by Ollr enemies. There are infta.nees in hillory, 
where the virtue and dilinterefl:ed behavi.)Ur of one 
man, have prejudiced whole nations of barbarians· 
in favour of the people to whom he belonged; 
and is it then to be wondered a', if the Indians· 
c')neeived a rooted prejndice againft·· us,. when not" 
one, but a whole fet of· men, namely all of Ouf 
nation that they had an oppertunity of feeing or· 
eonyeding with, were perkmsof a l€lofe. or abalJ'­
doned behaviour) io/incere and fuithJ.efs, without­
n:ligion, virtue or morality. No one will think·1 
exaggerate thefe matters,-- who has eilberl known· 
the .tta_~rst~mfe1ves.-or who has read the E,l,Iblic. 
treaties. 
: If to this be added, what I find in the late: 

treaties, ·that, they have been wronged in fome of 
their lands, what-roorn .will there be any.longer tGl . 
wonder .that we have fo ·litde intereJl:'with tbeCl" 

·that their condu8:towards us is .of late fo much 
changeJ, that infiead of being a fecurity. and pI Q. 

tec:Hol1 to us, as they, have been hit herro, during! 
tbe [everal wars between us and me French, thoY 

· are now turned againll us and bcaome our.enemics, 
principally on account of tbe.flaudulont .dealings 
and immoral conduCt of thofe heretofvre ·employed . 

· ill our trade with them, who have brought dif. 
· ~ooour upon our .religionr anu difgrilce on our na· 
tlOll? It nearly concerns -us, if pollible, to wipe of 
tbefe repr.oaches, and to redeem our character, 
which can only be done by regulating the trade. 
J\Qd.this the Indi4ns, with whom the uovernment 

Q. of. 
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of 'Philadelphia lately treated, demanded and ex­
·peCl:ed of us. 

At prefent a f.1Vourable opportunity prefents for 
tloing it effectually. All thofe who were engaged in 
·this trade, are -hy the .prefent troubles 'removed 
,f'rom;it, .and .his to be hoped that the legiflature 
will fall upon meaCures to prevent any Cl1ch ti'om 
ever being concerned in it again. This is the only 
foundation upon whieh we can expect a lalling 
peace with the na,ives. It is evident, that a great 
deal depends upon the perfons who are to be 
fent into the Indian country: from thefe alone the 
Indians will form a jndgment of us, our religion 
and manners. If thefe then who are to be our re­
prefenta~ives amolIg the Indians, be men of virtue 
and integrity, fober in their converfation, honeR 
in their dealings, and whofepraCl:ice correfponds 
·with their profdlion, the judgment formed of us ' 
will be favourable: if, on the ,contr;try, they be 
leofe and profane perfons~ men of wicked lives, 
and profligate morals, we mull expect that among 
.the Indians our religion will pals for a jell, and we 
in.general for a people faithlefs and defpicable. 

I might here add forne obfervations relpecting 
:the commodities ,proper to 'be~arried among the 
Indians, in kind as w.ell as quality, with a me­
thod of ,carrying on the ,trade, Jo ,as to preferve , 
the native .innocence of the indians, and at the 
[qme time COnfil m them immoveable in our inte- ; 
rt;fi; but thefe things., as well as fome ,remarks I 
have in acourfe of years made upon :the indians, 
Ifualliellve for the Jubject of fome futUl:e hifiory. 

a The Irilb·man.(ulped alive al OfwegQ .... , aflerward. cured 
'by Dr. James Kirkland. chief Surgeon of Ihe r<gilDenl, a native of 
Scotland. and rdidenl<r al Gogar, wilhin thrcc-milcs.Qf Edinburgh • 
. Sc< ,F,c",h ,~Iid IN";",. Cruell]. 
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A'lIadiclilal' "G:ription of the lNDrA:f·TchlAlIAWII. 

T HE' batchet or ale, which the Indians .. n .. Tom.hawk, is 
ufed by them in many dilfcrene employments. Thb in­

fir"ment in it, prcfent form. is faid to' have heen. rite invention of 
the great William Penn. 6rCl proprietor of Penfylyarii.. The tools 
nfed by the [ndians, when he come among them, were made of CIon .. ; 
which were of litlle ufe in cutting w .. od. He procu.ed a Toma­
hawk, and a, lCalj!ing knife.; and employed~uropean fmiths·to make 
'(uch after the Indian pattern: which was . .,<cordiagly done. The 
Tomahawk was made like a piaiClerec's hammer, with a whiClle itt 
the haodle, ~o give an alarm 'in cafe of danger: by this,' and fucb 
like inventions the name of Penn becamefamou. among.them. The 
.Iodian. he found much addi<lled to fmoaking tobacc~.j but for want 
of a. be"er method, 'hey fmoaked through leaves twiCled up into 1 

kind of a pipe. Seeing this he dillributed :feveral grof.- of Englith 
tobacco. pipes .mong ,hem, which pleafed ,hem ·for the inGut; 

,but untlfed '0 fuchh.-ittle warc:. ,h. pip.s would not fra!>d tbeir 
ro.ugh ufage, but quickly broke; whieb loll Peon hi. credit amonlt 

-them, as they concluded themfelve. defrauded, finto pipes Co eafil, 
broke, they elkemod of no fervice. 

Father Penn, as tbey called bim, was hereupon oblip! lo-nClore 
·the Indian goods he had received in,e""hang. for .he pip.,; and waL 
glad,lo m.ke fpeedy reClitution to prevent b,d confcquences. He 
then caufed the Tomahawk to be m,Je ro hold <cbacco in the heai! 
.0£ it, with a' hole drilled thro' the handle to Cmoak b,,: an i,,!bu. 
llrument of fuch benchc;'1 fervice, entirely rcgaincd him.the e~n­
lidenco of the Indian.; and was mach mOle p .. ~c:d. 'han tbo' former_ 
with the wbim. a~ lhe end 

It i. now become ukful in many branches of tbeir bufinef.; in 
time of. war they. carty it with tbem under their Itrlts, aDd: wilen 
vilto"}' inclines to thc.ir tidc. after. firing their, guns, they: rufu IlpQll, 
their enemies wi,h it, f ... £luring and.cleaving. their Ikulls.; very f~­
dom failing of killing. with the·firll bl()w. They are alfo ~ry dno­
letaus in-th,'owio!.: it, .nd willilliloe·an ohjca at so )W"d. dill..,,,,,,, 

They alfo employ it in cuttiug their woJ>d... aaJ in ~arkip&. tree;, 
lilt the !Oafon wli"" thry mak .. thc:.ir canpe •• 

On .he haudle of their toonahawk they .reeord,the-o<cuFrences Iff 
war. \Vben they fend theil' warlior. to figllt, ·theY'"",t·a. many­
.norches on tho b""dl. ofcth .. hacch .. to "now thde numbcr:by: thCIII 
are like wife notcheHut •• cording to their lofs ia battle" their woun­
ded are .Ifo marked down, with the lIumber of prifQners they take 

. from the enemy; each in a Cliiferent manlla. So.that <It the clofe.lh~ 
~'itrc enabled to form .n eflimat. oft·h .. fuc«fs uf-""or~"exl'editiQn; 
, Their t()m.b&wM. is alfu the ""&ill ... of·their time: ,hc:.murns oC 

th~ mo'\'.!, andr~m .. "kablt: cveruSe...., thereon Jiflingu:fh::A. as will.ap­
pear upo~ cUlwt:rfing with any ()f their wife men, who will.AClCUllQ& 
fo( .h.mrclv~5 for '6000 m:'ODS pall. 

F I N 1 s. , 
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