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‘The Rxc.n-; Hououn;ssx.g,
GEORGE DRUMMOND, E£fy;
oz
Lord Provost of EDLN»%. J R

My Lorp,

P HE we'! known humanity of your dif-
pofition, encourages me to offer the fol-
Jlowing fketchof the wurin N. Americatoyour
Lordfhip’s protection. Your ardentzeal forthe
ublic good, and for the {uccefs of his Maje-
ﬁy’s arms in this juft and neceflary war, gives
me room to hope that youwill not efteem be-
low your notice, the labours of one, who,
in the early period of the war, contribured
his poor endeavours for the fervice of his
tountry, atthcrifk ofhis life. The oppor-
tunities he then had of difcovering fome of
the fecret {prings by which the efforts of the
Britifh arms were bafled in the beginning,
joined to the knowledge he has, to his woe-
ful experience, of the favage difpofitions of
the native Indians, among whom he had the
misfortunc to be for fome time a captive,
prompted’ him to the publication of the
following theets. He has ventured to aflert
nothing but what he knows to be {fa&. He has
neither blamed nor applauded men nor mea-
fures without a voucher. He has reprefent-
cd'matters as they truly were, and placed our
mifcarriages to the account of thofe to whom
they properly belong.----He now rejoices at
that happy reverfe of Fortune which h(;lxs
o ad-
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advanced the Britifh arms to thé urmof} pi<
nacle of glory, and brought our perfidtous: .
enemy to the brink of 1dcﬁru&ibn’;' he has
therefore endeavoured to point out fome of
the many _.santages that may accrue to the
Mother-country, by retaining, in the’event
of a future peacé, all or moft of her lat¢ .
conquefts in the New World; which fhe hast
acquired at the expence of fo much blood
and treafure, K

The exalted {phere in which your Lord-
dhip a&s, and your unwearied application in
the difcharge of all the duties of your func-’
tion as a chief magiftrate, in regulating.the -
internal and external policy of this the me-
tropolis of Scotland, in adding a lnftre to it
unknown to former times, by public edifices”
and ornaments, fo as to excité the curiofity-
of firangers, 'and invite the refidence of our
native nobility, will tran{init your name to.
polfterity, as fo many monuments of your';
public fpirit. May I therefore hope that’
your Lordthip will look with a favourable;
eveon this (mall performance, and confider:
it, at lealt as having a tendency to public uti--
lity, which is my fole aim, and in that view:
to take it under your patronage, which is the'
wrmoft ambition of,

My Lozp,
Your Lordfbip's moft bumble, .
Ep1n. Feb. 8, and moft devoted Servank:

1760.
PETER WiLLIaNMsoON.
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BRIEF ACCOUNT

©OF THE

War in N. AMERIC.A.

agreed by all authors, whether. Englith or

French, that Lake Iroquois, by the Fiench
«alled Lake Chaenplain, Lake Cadaraqui or Onta-
rio, and Lake Erie, with the country adjacent,
was the country of the Iroquois or Indians of the
fve nations . and fince that treaty, the Iroquois have
‘conquered moft of the other tribes between them
and the river Miffiflipi, and therefore thefe larnds
by right of conqueft belong to the Iroquois. By the
treaty of Utrecht the Iroquois and their country
are acknowledged to be under the dominion of G.
Britain.

After the faid treaty of Utrecht, the French in-
croached on this country of the lroquois, and built
feveral fortreffes in it, one between the Lakes-cf
Frie and Ontario, on the eaft of the great Fulls of
Niagara, to command the Indians that fhould pafs
by the fouth-fidc of the Lakc; anotker at the weft
end of Lake Eric;and a third very fireng ore at the

A fouth-end

B EF ORE the treaty of Utsecht, it was
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fouth-end of Lake Iroquois, called Crown Puint,
which commands the Lake, ferves for a barrier to
Moutreal, and as a magazine and rendezvous, when.
ever the French or their Indians make any incurfi.
ons into the colony of New-York, or the weftern
frontiers of the Maffachufet’s bay and new Hamp-
fhire. It is diftant about 120 miles from Albany,
all water-carriage except a fmall carrying - place,
and 86 miles from the neareft part of Conneticut
river. They have fettled a confiderable village on
both fides of the river Chaudiere, and have built a
fort at a carrying-place about 20 leagues vp the
river, whence the whole ferce of Canada may in a
few days be poured into the caftern parts of the
colony of Maflachufet’s bay, the great nurfery for
mafls, yards, and bow-fprits for our navy.

Since the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and in time of
profound peace, they erefteda fortnear bay Verte
in Nova-Scotia, whence they had a communicati-
on by water with Louifburg and Canada, and o-
ther French fettlements. They erefted another
very ftrong fort called Beaufejour on the 1fthmus
of the Peninfula, on which they mounted 26 can.
non, to command the bafon and harbour of Chig-
nefto or Bobaflin, and is much within cannon-thot
of an inferior fort built by us on the other fide of
the bafon. They feized St. John’s river, and erec-
ted two forts there *. They ingroffed the whole
fur-trade of that river to themlelves, which before
the late peace was ours ; they ereted many more
fortreffes in the country of the Iroquois, one on
the north-fide of the Lake Ontario, called fort
Froatenac, oppofite to the Englifh fort of Ofwego,

* They have fince been difpoffefled of thefe forts, and
of the fettlements ronnd about them, the inhabjtants of
which are incorporated with the Englith in the more
Southerly colonies,having refufed to fwear allegiance to
Lis Majefty, - ) ’

fo
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to prevent the Indians from paffing the north-fide
of the Lake to Ofwego. They built a ftreng flone
trading-houfe between the Lakes Erie and Onta-
rio, weft of the falls of Niagara, to prevent their
coming to Ofwego on the fouth-fide.

In the 1753, they marched a large armed force
from Montreal into the country . of the Iroquois,
altho’ forbidden by the Indians by three feveral
meflages, and threatened to deftroy all that (hould.
oppole them.

Here it may not be improper to give the reader”
a fhort defeription of the Indians in friendfhip with
us, who by the public papers go indiferiminately
under the name of Mohawks, viz. - 1, The lro-
quois, . commouly called the Mohawks; 2. the
Oneiadaes; 3. the Onondagues ; 4. the Cayugaes;
and 5. the Senckeas. In all accounts, they are
commonly- called the fix nations of the New York
friendly Indians; the Tufcararoes, ftragglers from
the old Tufcararces of North Carolina, are lately
reckoned as the fixth.——1 fhall here reckon’them
as I have:been informed they were formerly. 1.
The Mohawks ; they.live upon the Mohawk’s cr
Sheneltady river,and head, or lie north of New
‘York, Penfylvania, Maryland, -and fome part of
Virginia ; having a caftle or village, weftward from -
Albany forty -miles, and another fixty-five miles
wefl, and make about 160 fenfible men. 2. The O-
neiadaes are about eighty miles from the Mohawks
fecond village, confifting of near 200 fighting men.
3- the Onondagues, about 25 miles further, ( the
famous Ofwego trading-place, on the Lake Onta-
1o, isin their country) confift of about 256 men.
4. The Cayugaes, about 7o miles further, of a-
bout 130 men. And, 5. The Senckeas, who
reach a gieat way down the river Sufquehanna,
confift of about 700 marching fighting men: So
that the fighting men of the five or fix nations of :

A 2. Mohawks -
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Mohawks, may be reckoned at 1 5c0 men, andexs
tend from Albany, weflt 400 miles, lying in abour
3> tribes or governments.  Befides thefe, there is
tzttled above Mountreal, which lies N- E. of Ofwe-
go, a tribe of fcoundrel run-aways from' the Mo~
Hawks ; they are called Kohnuages, confifting of
about eighty men,

The fame year, viz. 1754, the French buile
two forts, one vpon ariver that empties itfelf into
the Lake Frie, the other at the diftance of 15
miles, on the riverla Beuf, which falls into the
Glio. '

Farly the next year, they feized a fmall Englifh
fort,garrifoned by Virginians on the forks of the Mo-
nongahela, lower down the river Ohio (which the’
French called Fort du Quefne), with a view to pof-
fefs themfelves of thatriver*.

Soon after this feizure, a body of 1100 Frenclr
and Indians attacked Mzjor W athington, command-
cr of the Virginia forces, who had then with him
only 300 men, and obliged him to furrender upon
articles of capitulation, altho’, in the year 1744,
the Virginians purchafed thefe very lands of the 1n.
dians for a valvable confideration.

Since that time they built 15 more forts vpon’
different branches of the Ohio. Wheever will
compare the French incroachments with the map-
of the country, will fee that they have fortified alt
the moft important places upon the lakes and ri-
vers on the back of our fouthern colonies, by which:
the intercourfe between the Indians and the Fng-
lith could be carried.-on. And their fcheme evi-
dently appears to be, that when they had fufficient-

* This is one of the fineft countries in America, of a-
fertile foil, almoft deftitute of inhabitants, tho’ exceeding
all the Ewropean dominions of Britain, France and Spain,
in extent and gool lands. .

ly
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ly fortified themfelves in thefe, then they weuld
have obliged the natives to trade folely with them.
Add to this, that the vigour and refolution of the-
French in fortifying themfelves, few as their inha-
bitants then were, at fuch a diftance from-their.
country of Canada,” gave the Indians a high opini-
on-of their courage.  \Whereas the tame behavi-
our of the Englifh, in looking quietly on, while their-
intereft was fo deeply concerned, their colonies fo
many and their inhabitants fo numerous, produced:
in thema quite contrary effe@. . They looked on
the Englifh as daftardly cowards, on the French as -
brave men, and fit to be relied on for proteétion.

By the treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by that of -
Aix la Chapelle, it is exprefsly ftipulated, that the
French fhould have liberty of trading into the
country of the Indians, in friendfhip with the
Fnglith ; and -that the Fnglifh fhould have the fame
liberty with refpe@t to the Indians, in friendfhip -
with the French; notwithftanding of which, they
plundered and murdered many of our people in
the country of the Iroquois, and publicly declared
they would make prifoners of all that they fhould
find trading there for the future, and confifcate
their effefts.. By thefe menaces the Englith traders
have been deterred even in time of peace, from
pafling into the country of the friendly Indians,
altho’ before thefe hoftilities, more than 300 tra-
ders went yearly from the fmall colony of Penfyl- -
vania.

Befides thefe open hoftilities, the French have -
been continnally making ufe of every art that hu-
man policy could fuggeft, to feduce the -Indians
from their alliance with the Englith. - The moft
artful of their miffionaries were difperfed among |
them, their loweft people were encouraged to in-
termarry with them, their religion made ufc of
to infpire ‘thém with the utmoft abhorrence of

A 3 - the .
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the Englith, and their priefts inforce the do&rine
of keeping no faith with Heritics, with too much
fuccels®.
. Some differences which happened betwixt our
traders and the friendly Indians, ferved to heighten

* The Jeldits and priefts have not been idle in the fer-
" wice of their mafters, the DeviL and bis meft Chriftian
Majelty.—They have inftilled into the Indians,. moft de..
teftable-principles of religion.—They make them believe,.
that’the Kaglith killed the Son of God, .who came inte
the world t6 fave 21l mankind, and deftroy all evil fpirits
that now trouble them ; ard'thatif the Englith were all
killed, the Son of the Good Man, whois God, would
come again and banifh evil fpirits.-from-their lands, and
then they would have nothing to fear or.difturb them.
Gajoled by thefe diabolical - infinuations-of the French
Jefuits, the- Indians, whom the. French have.feduced to-
their intereft, have from that-time endeavoured to mal+
facre all the Englith, in order thit-the Son of God
might come again on the earth, and rid them from their
flavifh fears and terrible apprehenfions, by cxterminating
the objedts thereof.

The Indians upon all oceafions, who are under the do-
minion of the priefts, are liable to be excited to aéls of
hoftility: again{t the Englith, even in time of profound

cace. The war between the lodians and colonies of
R;affachuﬂi:t’s‘ Bay and New-Hampfhire 'in 1723, and
their late depredations in Nova Scotia, .in which they
were even fupported and feconded by the French, are
melancholly infrances of this truth;  and the numberlcfs
and unheard. of cruclities they daily cominit-on our back.
fettlements, too plainly difcover the fource from whence
thefe calamities are derived. — The French not only-ex-
cited the Indians to a@s of boftility, but rewarded them
Likewile, by purchafing the prifoners they .made at a bigh:
price; . and iufilted before their releale on an exorbitant
ranfom. Their pretence was that of refcuing the poor
Englith prifoners from the cruelties of the favages; but.
their real inotive, was, that of encouraging the natives by
making it more profitable to hunt the Eoplifh, than to-
liung their prey, . o
: the:
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the frecefs of the French in the redution of the:
Indians in our intereft; for the Delaware Indians
‘baving, by this time, become acquainted with the
nature of our commeice, poffibly by means of the
French, they deteted the roguery of fome of the
traders ; whereupon they lodged many. grievous -
complaints to Col. Weifer, the interpreter between
them and the Englifh, of the injurious and frau-
dulent ufage they had received for feveral years
backwards, from the Englith, who had cheated
them out of their fkins and furs, not giving one
quarter of their value for them.. They likewife
remonflrated, that whereas hunting was the chief
way cr art they ever had to earn a livlichood by,. -
gamc was now become.very fcarce, becaufe the
whites practifed it fo much on their ground.  Col.
Weifer, their interpreter advifed them to bring
down their fkins and furs to Philadelphia them-
felves, promifing that he would take proper care to
fee their goods fold to advantage. Whereupon
they did fo, in purfeance of his inftrultions, and
finding it their intereft, refolved to continue in the
way he had chalked out for them; for now they
were fupplied with every thing they wanted from
the merchant’s fhops at the cheapeft rates. And
thus it plainly appeared to the Indians that they
Lad been long impofed on by the traders, and
therefore they were determined to have no more
dealings with them. TkLis ccndu@ and fhynefs
of the Indians was very difagreeable to feveral
gentlemen of the province, who were nearly in-
terefted in that fpecies of commerce.

In the years 1753 and 1754, fome of the traders
had the affurance to renew their friendihip with
them, when, inflead of remitting them cloaths znd
other neceffaries, as had been ufual and were more
proper for them, they, with infidious promiles of
doing them juflice for the future, carried them

large
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large quantities of rum in fmall calks, which theg.
knew the natives were fond of, under colour of’
giving it them gratis. In this manner were the.
Indians inveigled to r¢new their commerce with,
the traders, who, while they were intoxicated with: .
the liquor they had given them, . took the Aoppor-;
tunity of going off with their {kins and furs: but,
the natives reccvering from the debaunch, were (o,
infpired with revenge again{t.the traders, that they.
killed a great many of them, and. went:direétiy;
over to the French, who had been courting their,
friendthip for years before. . Thus, .by the vil.,
lainy of a few traders, we not only loft a very va-.
luable trade, but from this fource fprung all the.
miferles and calamities, which our back . fertle-,
meunts have fuffered by the depredations and un.
heard of .cruclties of the Indians, whofe tempers,
when exafperated with refentment, are more [a-,
vage than hungry lions, inftigated further by the.
more barbarous fubjeéts of his Moft Chriftian Ma-
Jelty, who enconraged them to kill and deftray, all
the Englith they (hould meet with, and to fpare.
reither man, woman, nor child. And as.a fur-
ther inducement to commit thofe , moft . favage
cruclties, the French give them a reward of 154
Sterling for every {calp the Indians bring them.
The Indians met with prodigious fuccefs. in
all their atteinpts to plunder and depopulate.a nay
ked and unrefilling province. And finding no 1ub
in their way to ietard their progrefs, and {till
fired with revenge, and the hopes of fpoil, they .
proceeded with a moft determined refolution ta
ravage the whole country, and utterly to deftcoy
the Englif. They were joined foon after by
feveral ot.er tribes of Indians, and the number,
of our fricndly Indians have been every day fince,
that time diminifhing, partly by our negleding
them, and partly by the encppragement they mge;
, . “with,
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with fiomr the French. At laft thefe unfufferable

depredations and uncommon barbarities commiteed

on the frontiers, roufed the Philadelphians to
meet and confider what proper methods might be
taken to ftem the torrent, before it fhould over-
fpread the whole province, as they had no reafon.
to expet any affiftance from the Governor, or Af-
fembly, who had been fhamefully in difpute fur
three years before, about pafling a bill for granting
60,0c0 . to his Majefly’s ufe, and had then come
to no conclufion. The refclt of this meeting and
confultation of the merchants in Philadelphia,
was to raife the fum of 70,0co l.among them-
felves, which was accordingly done, and caricd
into execution with the greatelt {pirit and alaciity,
as being refolutely bent to exert the utmoft of their
abilities to dcfeat the hellith intentions of their.
enemies. And in 1755, being fomething lefs than
fix weeks after this neceflary and laudable fcheme
for raifing money was propofed, a body of 2000
volustiers aflembled themielves together under
arms, and maiched diretly to the reliet of the
inhabitants of the back fettlements, building for-
tificatious in diverfe places on-the frontiers, which
put a great flop to their proccedings. Burt thefe
vigerous meafures and {pirited refolutions were too
long delayed, feveral hvndreds of innocent fami-
lies in the mean time having loft their lives, in a
manner the moft deplorably cruel.

The preparations made by the French for the exe-
eution of the plan they had fermed, were canicd
on with fuch great fecrecy, that none of the Firg-
lifh inhabitants knew any thing of their dcfigns ull
the year 1754, when fome Itench deferters from
Foit du Quéfne, taken up by our Indians, as they
were ftrolling among the woods, and brought to
?hiladelphia, made the diicovery, giving a very,
intelligible account of theiv intended attacks upon

the,
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the Britith fettlements, with many other particulars
of great importance, and no lefs danger.

Notwithftanding this imminent danger thats
threatened the province of Penfylvania in particu.
lar, yet the indolent Affembly was not roufed from:
the lethargy and inadlivity they remained in; but
vainly hoped the enemy would confine their attacks.
to Virginia. The defence of this province, with.
many other things previous thereto, of no fmall:
importance, were negleted till the laft moment,
elpecially the very neceffary one .of courting the:
friendly Indians, and effecting a. folid and durable:
peace with them.

In this manner the Governors and Affemblies ina
the different governments, fpun cut their time in:
fruitlefs delays and: debates, notwithftanding. the-
inminent danger that threatened from the defeat
of Maj. Wafhington near. Will’s-Creek on the fron-..
tiers of Virginia, and the daily progrefs of the ene-
my, penetrating into the heart of the country, and-.
mallacring and deftroying the poor inhabitants *.

* Thecaueof the French being fo fuccefsful, not withe -
ftanding the finallaefs of their number, is owing to their
being unanimous under one command, viz. the Governor-
of Canada, who is as abfolute thcre as his mafier the
Tyrantof France: whereas the Englith colonies (Georgia
and Nova Scotia excepied), are divided into cleven diftin& -
goveroments, in each of which no meafure can be taken
but by the General' Aflembly ; and being independent of
each other, they generally difagree about the Quotas of -
men and money, which they fhould refpedlively contri=
bl!tf;_ and af this the late fituation of our -affairsin N. .
America is a melancholly proof ; for notwithftanding the -
<o.nmon danger, ho two governments agreed on any one -
meafure, nor had one gorernment feparately adted with
any degree of vigour except that of Maffuchufiets-bay, il
the expedition againft Crown Point in thie 17535, wasfet
oa foot under Gen. Johofon. .. - .

The -
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The Affemblies waited with more than common
patience for the arrival of Gen. Braddock from
England with 2000 regular troops, who arrived in
Virginia in March 1755, and proceceded with his
whole army to a place called the Little-Meadows,
about 20 miles beyond Fort-Cumberland at Will’s-
Creek ; and while on bis march forward, oth July,
within five miles of Fort du Quefne, he was fud-
denly attacked by a party of French and Indians,
who, unfeen, fired from the woods, and foon put
his troops in confufion : and after rallying again
were totally defeated, with the lofs of 300 menkill-
ed, and between 4 and 500 wounded ; the moft of
whom being much difabled, could not be carried
off the field of battle, but were cruelly {calped by
the Indians, and left to expire in torment ; and after-
wards were eaten by the wild hogs, with which the
whole country abounds. In this engagement, be-
fides Gen. Braddock, who died three days after of
his wounds, there was killed on the fpot, the
brave Col. Sir Peter Halket, univerfally lamented ;
being a foldier of undoubted courage, and a gentle-
man of a humane difpofition. The number of
officers killed in this engagement was 31, and 46
wounded, many of whom were men of more mi-
litary fkill than he wlo commanded them: and
tho’ cowardice or difaffeCtion cannot be imputed to
Gen. Bradduck, yet his behaviour on the march,
and his conduét on the day of battle, makes it
plainly appear, that he was no experienced Gene-
ral, and that he underftood not what he was going
about: For a number of Dclaware Indians, who
were in our intereft, four or five days before tire en-
gagement, having come and oficred their fervice to
him, he very imprudently refufed their propofals of
fcouring the woods and beating up the ambufcades,
of the French and their Indians; telling them, he
had brave Englifhmen enough to fend all the Frencg

an
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-and Indian fons of b——s in America, to hell, and
that he wanted none of their afliltance. Uponthis
bad treatment, they immediately went over to the
French General at Fort du Quefne, and informed
him, that the Britith troops were within a few
miles of the place: the French General muitered
up all his forces, and advanced as far as the Great
Meadows, where they lzy in ambuth till the arrival
of Gen. Braddock, and having pofted their Indians
in different corners of the woods, the moment our
‘men entered the clear field, they were furprifed on
every fide by a fudden fire from thofe in ambufh,
fucceeded by the dreadful cries and war-whoops of
the Indians, which was a greater fhock to our troops
than the execution done by their fire. Notwith-
ftanding this, fuch was the obftinate temper of the -
Greneralafter feeing the men ina moment almoft cut
te pieces 2nd put in confufion, that he would not
perait them to retire or advance in fmall parties, as
(he cafe required, but railied again in one body, and
vas totally defeated.  He was a man, (tis too well
»wn and believed) by no means of quick appre-
an, could not conceive when the Indians ofc
~+& kim their afiftance, that fuch people could
he o 1ny fervice to him, treatingit as an abfurdity

to fiee le that Indians would ever artack regulars:
fo st - defpifing the enemy too much, no care was
1zl oo inftrudt the men to refift the Indians pecu-

liar -« of fighting *.  Col. Halket was {hot dead *
<b iy an hour after thc firft encounter. Thofe
wio were near him, fay, he fell with a {mile in his

* Their method of fighting, when the ﬂruxt ion ndmlts
of 3n ambufcade, is te lie down on their faces behind a
2™, and cover themlelves with mofs, fo that it would
be Jffzult to difcover them at the dl(hmcc of a few
p e ¢ then having fived in this pofture, they turn thems
25 on their fides, load again, and repeat the fire, \nth-

+ ;. thewing themfelves by (tandmg up.
COUD‘CIHHCC
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cointénance, whith they afcribed to ‘the inward
fatisfaction of his having flrongly advifed againft

the imprudent ftep to which he fell a viétim.
-Braddock’s unexpeted defeat, feemed to roufe
‘the Affembly of Penfylvania from ' their lethargy.
They now concorred with the Governor, who
-Mfued a proclamation, declaring the Delaware-In-
“dians, and-thofe concerned with them, to be traitors
and rebels to his Britanpic Majeftv, and offered tte
following rewards for taking or-killing any of thefe
Indians, viz. ‘150 dollars for a male prifoner, and
-130 dollars for the fealp of a male above 12 years
of age; 130 dollars for a female prifoner, and 5o
dollars for the fcalp of a female above 12 years of
age. Vigorous mealures were now thought of;
expeditions were planned 1. againft Niagara and
Frontenae, 2. Crown-Point, and 3. againit the forts
built by the French on St. John’s-river in the Bay of
Yundi. The expedition ‘agzinlt Niagara was to
be under the -comnrand of Gen. Shirley ; that a-
gainft Crown-Point, to be commanded by Gen.
Johnfon, and the third expedition under Gen.
Monckton’s -command:; -the firft of which how.
ever was given up, as Governor Shirley’s forces a-
mounted te-no-more than 2,500 men, priacipally
recruits, wholly unacquaiated with military feivice
and difcipline. The troops employed in the expedi-
tion to -Crown-Point, fet forward, and -arrived at
Lake-George on September 7.1755, where Gen.
Johnfon reccived intelligence by fome Indian
fcouts, that the enemy, to the number of 2000
men, was marching to attack another of our en-
campments at the great cariyiong-place, under the
command of Col. Blanchard. The Colonel v as ac-
quainted of their defign-by aletter from Gen. John-
Jon, who detachied 1000 men with 200 Indians, un-
der the command of ‘Cul. Williams, to attack them
in their march ; but Col. Williams was bzaten back
B ’ ia
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in about an hour and a half, and retired behind a
breaft-work of trees that had been thrown round
Gen. Jobnfon’s encampment. A little after, the
. French made a grand artack, and their Indians
-and Canadians fquatted on the flanks of the Englih,
who handled them roughly on all fides, and.galled
them with fome field-pieces for fix hours; whenthe
Englith and their Indians jumped over the breaft-
wor k, purfued the enemy,and made a great flaughter,
aud took a great many prifoners, among whom
was Baron Dicfkau the French General. In this
battle, old Hendrick, the great Mohawk Sachem,
was flain: fighting like a lion, whofe fon being told
of his father’s death, giving the Indian groan ufual
upon fuch occafions, and fuddenly putting his hand
on his left breaft, {wore his father was flill alive in
-that place, and ftood thc:e in his fon. The death
“of old Hendrick, who was adored by the Indians,
fo much exafperated them againft the French, that
it was with difficulty ,Gen. Johnfon prevented the
fury of their refentment taking place on the body
of the French General Diefkau; whom they would
have facrificed without ceremony, but for the in-
terpofition of the General, who is himfelf an In-
.dian Sachem, and held very much in efteem by
.the Indians.  For this fignal fervice, he was.created
a Baronet of Great Britain. After this victory over
the French,Gen. Johnfon, whofe army was increafed
-to 6000, for want of a fufficiency of provifions,
was obliged to give over the expe,ditior'x,to‘Crown
Point, after building two forts on ;Lake-George,
cailed Fort.Edward and Fort William-Henry.

Col. Monckton in purfuasce of his plan, on the
16th June, attacked and took Beaufejour within
the Ifthmus of Chignefto, and next day another
fort and magazipe furrendred. This expedition
was affilted by Capt. Rous, who with a fmall {qua-

.dron failed up the river St.John’s, which he reduced,
- ' ' and
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and fent fome thoufands of French necutrals to be
diftributed among the {outhern Britith colonies.
Great preparations were made carly in the year
1756, for-the campaign on Lake-Ontario, for the
attack - of Niagara- and - Fort *Fronténac, on the
north-weft:fide-of the Lake oppofite - to Ofwego,
which.-had been laid afide the preceeding ycar.
Part of the army arrived at- Ofwego after feveral
fkirmifhes' with the French and Indians; but the.
greatet part was yet to come, owing to the dila-
tory proceedings, of Gen. Shirley, who had the di-
reétion of this expedition, and who impatiently-
waited for the arrival of, and daily expeéted Lord
Loudon from England, who was made Commander
in Chief of the forcesin N. America. In themean
time the Governor of Canada having got notice of
the preparations we were making to attack Niagara
and Frontenac, gathered together a great-army, as
if for the defence of thefe forts. Five thoufund men,
1300 whereof were regulars, underthé eommand of
the Marq. de Montcalm, -fet out fo:fecretly on an
expedition againft Ofwego, that-on the 6th Avguft
they arrived within three leagues of that fort: betore
they were difcovered, Col. Mercer who commanded
at the fort, having intelligence of their march, fent
notice to Capt, Bradley,.who commanded fome of
our fhips on the Lake Ontario; to endeavour to
fop the progrefs.of the French on the Lake; but
thefe thips unfortunately were drove a fhore near
Ofwego_in a -hard gale of wind, by which means
M. Montcalm, who got notice thereof by the In-
dians, had an opportunity of tranfporting his heavy
cannon-within a2 mile and 2 half of the fort, which
be could: not otherwife have done. On the 11th,
the fort was invefted, and after a fiege of three
days, was obliged to furrender upon articles of
capitulation, and the whole garrifon, confifting of
1490 men, were made prifoners of war. There
B2 were-.
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were in the fort,when taken, an incredible quantity.
of provifions and warlike ftores; 100 pieces of can..
non, 14 mortars, feven ftout fhips in the harbour,
and the military cheft,; which fell into the enemy’s
hands. [
A little before the furrender of the fort; Cols
Mercer the commanding -officet was kKilled, and all’
the lofs we fuftained during the fiegey wasonly two
officers, one ferjeant, one drummery 2nd-four pri-.
vate men killed, and two or three wounded; but:
after the capitulation, which promifed the mofl:
humane treatment, the favage Indians rufhed into-
the hofpital among the fick, and, moft horrible to
relate ! fcalped and defiroyed near 300 of . them in-
the moft cruel and infernal manner. This would ap-~
pear to have been owing to thie negleét of the Frenchy
in not placing proper guards at the hofpital-doors.
But I am.well informed, notwithflanding the articles-
of capitulation, that the French General had pre-
vioufly promifed the Indians for their fervice the.
plunder of the place, befides the ufual reward for
every fcalp, which was afterwards paid them.
Many reflexions were thrown out both in America
and Old England, againft the officers who had thus
furrendered the fort when it was fo well provided
with all forts of neceffaries; but, I fay, very unjuftly;
for where the forrifications werc weak, whatcould
fuch a fmall army do againft four times their num-
ber? And why the fortifications were not fufficient,
is not to be imputed to the officers who were in it
at its furrender ; becaufe our army was fearcely

arrived there, when the French laid fiege to it.
When Lord Loudon anived, which was not
till the end of July, and took the command from
Gen. Shirley, he found our forces in too bad @
condition to proceed on any enterprize, the feafon
being too far advanced; therctore he only direfted
his thoughts to the affifiarce of Ofwego, \\hiich
: . &
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he heard was invefted by the French : for this pur.
pofe, he fent Col. Braditreet with the batteaux and"}
provifions, as alfo the reft of the troops which had
been deftined for the expedition again{t Frontenac
and Niagara, to proceed to the relief of Ofwego;
but when Col. Bradfircet arrived at the great carry--
ing-place, he received the news that Ofwego had
furrendered. Now, had Col. Braditreet (et out only
a mouth fooner, which he might have done, had
he not been detained at Scheneftady,waiting for the
44th regiment to march with him, I am confident-
ly of opinion, Ofwvego would not have been taken ;
becaufe, by means'of the batteaux he had along with
him, he might have hindered the approach. of the
French, and prevented their bringing. any cannon
to bear on the fort; and at the.fame time, we
might have got time to have put the fort in a bet-
ter pofture of defence. . :

In this place I caonot omit mentiobing, that
notwithftanding what has been faid of the behavi-
our of the officers of the soth and 511t regiments
of Great Britain, I mufl, with- the greateft truth,

. fay, that they -behaved like. brave men, and in a.
particular manner, Capt. :James Campbell, and
Frfigns Hickes and Evern, who with the greatelt
fpirit. and. alacrity, aflifted the private men at the
great guns*. .

About the fame time that Ofwego was taken, Fort
Granville on the back of Penfylvania,was alfo taken
by a party of French and Indians from the Ohio.

Thus ended this campaign without one mqmorable
altion by the Britifh, except the deftruction of a
fmall town of the hoftile Indians on the Ohio, cal-

# Capt. Campbell is at prefent in Scotland, and refides
near Glafgow., Melfrs. Hickes and Evern, are gemlc-
meu of New-Eugland born, the former of whom is pre-
fently at Dalkeith, four miles fouth of Edinburgh,

B3
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led Kittanning, 25 miles above Fort du Quefie;
where they killed about 40 of thefe people, with
Capt. Jacobs their chief *. ,

After the taking of Ofwego, the French had a
free communication from Canada to the Miffiffipi
without interuption, and became thereby mafters
of the Lake Ontario, as they were before of all
the other Lakes. And the only communjcation we
had from the Mohawk’s river to the Lake Oneida,
was flopt up, by filliug the carrying-place at Wood’s
Creek with logs and trees for many miles : the
confequence of which was, our being obliged to
deftroy our forts at the great carrying-place then
our moft advanced poft in the country of the Six
Nations, where there were at that time above 3000
men, including 1200 batteaux-men, who retreated
under the command of Gen. Webb to Eurnet’s
field. The confequence of this was very ter-,
rible to cur American affairs; for the Indians of the
Six Marions undoubtedly looked vpon it as aban-.
doning them and their country to the French : for
they plainiy faw, that we had no firong hold near
them, and that by the place at Wood’s Creek being
ftopt up, we could not afford them any affiftance
at Onondaga, Cayuga, and in the country of the
Senckas; which were . their chief caftles. That.
the forts begun by us in thefe countries, were left,
unfinithed, and therefore could be of no ufe to
them; and which,” had we kept the carrying-
place, we might have finifhed, and flill given
them hopes of our being able to defend them;
but defpairing of our being furtker ferviceable to,
tnem, thofe Iroquois who were before our friends,
and fume of the others, deferted us, and jeined the
French; the confequence of which was foon after

*PererWilliamfon is in pofleffion of Capt.J 1cobs’s nights
c1p, which he got in a prefent. from Benjimin Franklio
Egr of Pailadelphia. ; . l"

) felt
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felt by the lofs of Fort William-Henry on Lake
George. The French built feveral more forts,
pasticularly one at the head of Lake-George, calied .
Ticonderoga.: )

Thus the fine cuuntry on the Mohawk’s.river, -
down to Albany, was left open to .the ravages of
the enemy, and an eafy paflage opencd tu the
French and their Indians into the provinces of
Penfylvania. and New-Jerfey, by the way of Suf-
quebannpa ard Delaware-rivers ; which were before
covered by our fettlements on the Mohawk-river
and the Six Nations. We left the French without
the leaft fear of our being able to hinder their pal-
fage, through Lake-Ontario and Lake-Eric, to the
fronticrs of Pen(ylvania, Maryland, Virginia and
the fouthern country; and the moft inhuman bar-
barities were exerciled on the inhabitants of thefe
frontiers,by the French and their Indians. A change
of the miniftry in England foon brought on new
mealures. The affairs of America were by this
time become very ferious: large fupplies of troops
were fent Lord Loudon from Old England, who
with what troops he already had, and thofe that
fhould afterwards arrive, was ordered to proceed
for Halifax from New-Jerfey by ica, and there wait
the arrival of Admiral Holbourne, who \\'af.a[ fea
with a powerful fleet, to atten pt the reduétion cf
Louifburg ; but by the time the Admiral arrived,
the feafos for fuch an expedition was too fur ad-
vanced, and befides the garrifon was freagthencd
by a powerful fleet that arrived there from ““f‘ce.
for its defence. Lord Loundon wvas foun aiter
forced to return to New-York; and not long atter,
divefted of the command.

PDuring thefe tranfattions, M. Montcalm, the
French General, feized the opportunity of Lord
Loudon’s abfence at Halifax, to attack the forts

which had been lately ercéted on Lakc-C’car‘g):‘.
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On the 2d Anguft, this ative officer, at the head’
of 10,000 men, regulars, Canadians and Indians,
invefted Fort William-Henry, which was garrifon-
ed with 2,500 men, commanded by Lieut.-Col.
George Monro of Otway’s foot: The Lieutenant
Colonel made a braveidefence till the gth, when,
having no profpe&t of relief from: Gen.. Noble,
who then lay at Fort.Edward, he was obliged to fur-
render, on condition of being allowed to march
out with the honours of war, and engaging not to’
ferve againft the French for 18<months. The
French fcandaloufly broke thé capitulation, allow-
ing their Indians to plunder the baggage belonging
to the garrifon, and fealp and murder many of the
men in cold blood. . -

Thus this campaign'of 1 757;:ltkewife ended ma-
nifeftly to the difgrace of the Britifh nation; but the
next began to wear a more favousable conntenance,
owing 1o the vigorous meafures of our wife mini-
fer at home. Expeditions were now planned, and
properly fupported ;. the .confequence of which
has been; fi#f the taking of Louifburg in 1758, by
Adm. Bofcawen and Gen: Ambherit; fecond, the
taking of Fort Frontenac, the fame year, by Col.
Braditreet; and recovering all the fhips we loft at
Ofwego,. befides a prodigious quantity of provifions
and militaty flores ;- and 7b'rd, the abandoning of
Fort du Quefne onthe approach of Brig. Gen. Forbes
Now. 24; the faid year; fourth, the abandoning of Ti«
conderoga, and £fth, Crown-Point, on the approach
of Gen. Amherft; fixth, the taking of Fort Niagara
by Gen. Johnfon, afrer defeating the French army
near that place ; and laftly, the glorious reduétion of
Quebec, by the troops under.the command of -the
brave Gen. Wolfe, fupported by a.fieet of his Ma-
jefty’s fhips, commanded by Admirals Saunders,
Holmes and Durell, all in the year 1759.

The
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- The above account of the war I have wrodte,
principally to fthew what part the Indians bore ia
it, and that their fiiendthip is not to be negleéted,
nor their power to be defpifed ; for if we will con-
fider narrowly, we will find that they have been
the priacipal caufe of all the advantages the French
have gained over us in N. America.

Thus we have at laft made ourfelves maflters of
Quebec, and all Canada muft fall of courfe. Ihere
take the opportunity of giving it as my opinion,
that we muft either keep Canada, or be for ever
harraffed by the incroachments of the French.
If we reftore it we fhall be as bad as ever, unlefs
we keep up a force in time of peace, {ufficicnt to
check the depredations of the Indians as wcll as
the French. For if the treaty of Utrecht could
not keep them from incroachments, what reatun
can we have to fuppofe any future treaty will be
better obferved ? After having feen the French car-
- rying on a regular plan of ufurpation in N. Ameri-
ca for thefe 5o years paft, fhall we bc fo weak as
to believe they will now lay it afide ? Canada, fo far
only as belungs to them in property, is fcarccly
worth their regard ; for it is a cold inhofpitable cli-
mate, and the trade fcarce candetray the expence
of the colony. If they aik it back, it is only with
a view of continuing their old plan, fince, from
their incroachments, it is evident they gralped at
the poffeflion of all N. America. The tubacco of
Virginia and Maryland, for which they pay a ve-
ry large fum in Europe yearly, is a great temnptatl.
on. The reduftion of 500 Jeagues of lea coaft
full of people, would be an ineflimable teafuic to
them, on account of the prodigious quantity of
Furopean manufaGures confumed by fu.ch a mul-
titude, and the number of hands employed at home
in thefe manufadtures, A deal of moncy would be
faved them by getting all their paval fteres t{ox‘u

' ' their
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their own colonies, which from Canada alone is
not {u eafy, on account of the dangerous navigati-
on of the river St. Lawrence, and its being frozen
fn the winter-time. Thele are reafons which, I
hope, will influence the legiflature of Great Britain
to infift apon the keeping of Canada, which will
be of greater advantage to Great Britain than it has
ever been ‘to France; for being poffeflfed already.
of all the fea-coafts, as alfo of Hudfon’s Bay; we:
fhall have all the fur-trade in- our pofitflion, which,
on the exclufion of the French from Nerth Ame.
rica, will be more confiderable than it is ; ‘becaufe
the Indians will have greater liberty- of -hunting,
and on a greater trat .of land ; - the. beavers, cc.
will have more room to increafe, and then all the
Furopean nations will be. obliged 1o buy their
fine hats from us. :
If we. fhould people Canada, and give planta-
tions. gratis, as we .did laft. war *, and help the fuft
fettlers

*= At the redution of our forces vpon the conclufion
of the laft peace, Lord Halifax formed a projed to aug-
ment our. colony at Nova Scotia, by giviog traéts of
land to fuch offive: > and foldiers as were willing to go o-
ver and fettle- there.. This fcheme the government a-
dopted, and began to execute it in 1749, and the Lords
commiflioners of trade and plantationsilfued a procluma-
tion, by which 50 acres of Jand were. offered to every
foldier and. failor .who would fettle in that part of Ame-
riea, without paying any rent or fervice during ten years,
and no more than one thitling per annum tor the 50 acres
afterwards.  ‘To every foldier or fiilor, who had a
wife and children, ten acres more were offered for every
individual in his family, and for any increafe that thould
afterwards happen, the . fame conditions. To each
fubaltern officer, 8o'acres, and 15 more for each of his fa-
mily. 200 acres to each enfign; 300 to each licuten-
ant ;400 to each captain; 600 to each officer in rank

«above a captain, and. 30 acres more for every perfon
hi



(25 )
fettlers till they begin to take root, the advan-'
tage to Britain will ftill be greater; for as her
fubjects multiply in her colonies, her ftrength is
the greater, befides the advantage to Britain by
the additional confumpt of her manufatures,

It is the conftant pradtice of trading nations to
flrive to rival one another in trade, by underfelling
one another at market, and where there is the
greater fale, the goods can be affurded the cheaper;
for they cannot be made where there.is little view
of fale. - The fhripping France of Canada is a great
hurt to her trade, in fo far as relates to the con-
fumpt of her manufatures, .which were former-
ly confumed in that colony ; and itsbeing a cold
climate makes jt the more valuable in this point,

his houthold. The government alfo engaged to tranfport
and maintain the new fettlers one year at its own ex-
pence, and to-furpith them with fuch arms, provifions,
utenfils,, implements, and tools, as(hould be ncceffary
to put them in acondition to <lear and cultivate their
lands, to build them habitations, and commence a fithery.
The {ame conditions that were offcred to foldiers and
failors, were alto offered to all carpenters and other
handicraft men ; and furgeons were offcred the fame
.conditions as an Esfign.

This proclamation was publifhed in March, and in the
beginning of May.following, 3750 perfons embarked,
who eftablithed themfelves on the borders of the bay of
Chebuéo, and built a city which they called Hulifax in
honour of the projeGtor. In the month of Otober the
fame year, 350 houles were built, and before the end of
the winter many more. )

The parliament has allowed.very confiderable fums for
the increafe aud eftablithment of this colony. The fame
year in which the firft fettlars were embarked, they
granted 40,000 /.- Sterling, for the charge of that em-
barkation and other expences ; and firce then, very con-
fiderable fums have heen granted every year, and in one
_yesr to_the cxtent of near 1co.cco /, Starling, 1

an
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-and the decreafe of her (hipping to thofe places, is
.another advantage to Great Britain,

If any part of Canada is to be given back, T
‘wonld with Québec may not, nor any of the o-
‘ther forts taken from the French; if we do, I am
afraid, the confequence will be fitdl : for this rea-
Aon, the French have comparatively fo diminithed
the power of Great Britain to their Indians, and
magnified that of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, thdt
the Indians are made to believe the French King
is the greateft prince on earth, and that King
George is a poor petty prince. Even our own In-
dians, ‘who perhaps know fomething more df “the
matter, yet from our unaccountable tame-beha-
viour, in fuffering fo long the depreditions of tht
French and Indians, had fo bad an gpinion of our
courage, that, with them, ‘welong wentunder the
pufillanimous charalteriftic of women. Our late
glorious fucceffes have not yet had the effcét to
“bring back to our intereft thofe who had revolted
from us, the caufe of which is not owing to ob-
ftiacy, or the remembrance of cur former negleét
of them, but -to the infidious. politic contrivances
of the French *for the‘French ‘thinking that our
conquefts will be delivered back again at the next
peace, as Louifburg was at the laft, to-keep up
‘their credit with the Indians in their interefl,
have falfely and politically roade them believe; that
his Moft Chriftian Majefty will force King George
to deliver them .all back again, without fhiking 2
blow. ‘And to prove the wuth of what I here lay
Hown, I fhall infert the extraét of -a letter from
Albany in New-York, November 23.1756.

"¢« ‘Cayenguiliquoa and Rattle-Snake Sam, tw.
Mohawk Indians, came here yefterday; they wer.
about .13 days ago at Ofwegatchie, in Canada, o
avifit to fome relaticns, ‘who have ‘been man
years fettled with the Trench. “They fay, the

endeavourii
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esdeavoured to perfuade this relations, and the
other Mohawks at Ofwegatchie, to leave the French
_ingood time, and return to their own country,
tellimg them, that. the Englith, formerly women,
were now all turned into men, and were as thick
all ever the comntry as the trees in the woods 3
thet they bad taken the @hio, Niagara, Cadaraqui,
Ticonderoga, Louifburg, and new lately ‘Qucbecs
:and that they would foon eat up the remainder of
‘the French in Canada, and all the Indians that ad.
hered to them” Bat the French Indians anfwer-
ed, “ Brethren, you are deccived; the Englith
‘camot eat up tlre French; their mouth is too
lirtle, ‘their jaws too weak, and their teeth not
dharp enough. Our Father Onontio (that is the
‘Governor of -Canada) has told us, and we belicve
‘hinr, that the Englifh, like a thief, have flolen
Louifburg and’ Quebec from the great King, while
-his back was rurned, and he was looking another
‘way : But now he has turned his face and fees
what the Englifh have done, he is going into their
«country with a thoufand great canoes, and all his
warriors ; and he will take the little Euglith King
and pinch him till he makes him cry out, and give
back whut ke kas flolen, as he did about ten fimmers
aro *, and this your eyes will foon fee”” The
fame notion and prejudices we find are indufhi-
oufly fpread among the {ix nations. God grant
nothing to confirm them ; for the Indians have no
idea of exchanging -conquefls, or of delivering up
what is once taken, but from motives of fear or
weaknefs ; and they know little of what paffes in

other parts of the world.
If we dcliver up our conquefts in North Ameri-
€3, I am afraid, the coufequences will be dreadful ;
B L

* Aluding to the luft peice, when Louifburg was
reftored.
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Itremble at reading the above letter, the authen-,
ticity of which I have reafon to know: What
may not our Indians believe afterwards of what
the French may pretend to prophecy, when they -
fee things come .to pafs as errongoufly predicted
by the above letter 2 they will think we were for-
ced to deliver up our conquefts * ; they will fly
to that nation whom they think the braveft, as to
a place of fafety. The French being thus flrength-
ened, by the alliauce of the whole Indians of A-
merica, thus feduced by their falfe prophecies, will
foon be p a con lition to execute that p'an which
-has coft them fo much time and money in form-
ing. They have never yet had any regard to
treaties: They will be always increafing their
force in Canada ; and when they (hall be prepared
to attack us, be aflured they will do it effeétually 5
fur their former mifcarsiages will teach them, by
experience, not-to begin a thing of this nature a-
gain till they have well confidered the end.

1 fhall conclude with the beft defcription of the
Tndians, their way of living, &e. in my power:
having beets myfelf a planter on the back-fettle.
ments of Penfylvania for many years; and, in the
year 1754, had my plantation ravaged and Je-
firoyed by the Indians, myfelf taken prifoner, and
every moment in danger of my life for three
months, that I was forced to live with them in
one of their villages, and from whom I made a

moft

* A Sachem of one of the tribes of the fix nations
publicly reproached the Englih, at a conference betwixt
the commi{liongrs from the Britith governmegnt and the
{ix natiots, at Albaby. Addrelling themfelves to the
commillioner, You talk, f{aid he, of your ftrength;
where da we feeit? The French build forts, and keep
them when they bhave done ; the Eaglith do not hinder
them; the French bebave like men, the Englik like weo-
men.
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moft wonderful efcape, as may be feen in a book-
p]ubli(hed by me, intitled, French and Indian Cru-
elty.’ ’

It'is difficult to guefs what may be the num-
ber of the Indians fcattered up and down our back-
fettlements ; but, if their own actount be true, they
amount to many thoufands. Be this, however, as
it will, they are not to Be feared merely on ac-
count of ther numbers; other circumftances con-
fpire to make them formidable : The Englith in-
Habitants, though numerous, are extended over-a
vaft wra&- of land, 500 leagues im length on the

“fea:fhore, and; for the moff part; have fixed habi-
tations,- the eafieft and fhorteft paffages to which,
the Indians, by conftandy hunting in the woods,
are perfeftly well acquainted with ;- and as their
way of making-war is by fudden artacks upon ex-
pofed places, as foon as they have done the mil-
chief at one plage, they retire, and cither go home
by fome different route, or go to fome diftant place
to renew:thier. attacks.. If they are purfued, it is
a chance if they: do not enfnare their purfuers; or,
if that be notithe cafe, as foom:as they lrave gained
the rivers,. fo dexterous are they in the ufe of their
canoes, that they prefently get out of reach. It is
to no purpofe to follow them to their fettlementd ;
for they can, without” much difadvantage, quit
their old habitations, and betake themfelves to
new ones : Add to this, that they can be {udden-

- ly drawn together from any diftance, as they can
find their. fubfiftence. in travelling  from their

ns. .
guNo people on earth-have a higher fenfe of liber-
ty, or ftronger affeftion for their relations ; whén
offended, they are the moft implacable vindiétive
enemies on earth; for no diftance of place,; or
fpace-of time, will abate their refentment ; but
they will watch every opportuuity of revenge, lalnd

: when -
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when fuch an opportunity offérs,. they revenge
themfelves effeétually.

They will fooner facrifice their owulives for the:
fake of liberty, than humble themfelves to the ar-
bitrary controul of any power whatfoever. In
battle they.never fubmit, and will die rather than be:
taken prifoners.. _

Our late tranfaétions in America teftify, that the-
fricndthip of the Indians is to be defired,, and the
only way to maintain 2 friendly correfpondense-
with them, is by making fuch propofitions to them.
as will fecure their.liberties, and be agreeable to
their expeltations ; and not ouly by keeping thefe:
propofitions inviolable as well in time. of peace as
in time of war, but allo renewing our treaties with:
them from time to time ; for they are very jealobs.
and tenacious of an affront or-negle@. They are.
very proud, and love to be efteemed. In time of
peace, they live upon what they get-of the white.
people, for which they barter fkins, furs, &c.
‘Their cloathing, and every thing elfe they want,,
Tach as arms, they.getin the fame'mmagner. In,
war-time, they live upon what they can procure
by their gun, and if. thart fails, upon roots, fruits,.
herbs, and other vegetables of the natural produce
of the earth.. ) ’

They have never.the forefight to. provide necef-
faries for themdfelves ; they look only to the prefent:
moment, and leave to-morrow to provide for itfelf. .
They eat of every wild beaft ‘which they kill, with-
out diltin€tion. They always prefer game te ve- -
getables; but 'when they cannot get venifon,they live
won roots, fruits and herbs. They.deftroy.a great deal :
of meat at a time when they have it in their power, .
and when they leave any, be it never fuch a great.
quantity, it-is ten to one it any of them will take
the trouble to carry a pound of it, but will rather
Izave it behind them ; yet notwitbflapding this ex-

’ travagance,
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travagance, foch is their tempers; and they are o
inured to hardthips, thatif they carmot convenient: -
ly get at food, they can, and actually do faft fome-
times for ‘near a week together, and yet-are as ac>
tive as if they lived regujarly. Al their {pare time
is'taken. up in contriving fchemes to fuccced in
their intended expeditions. They can never be
taken in a purfuit by any European. They will
travel 70 milesa day, and continue for months to-
gether, as I have reafon to know from experience,
and they-are fure to bring their purfuers into 2
fuare, if they are not wary, and have fome Indians
‘on their'fide to beat the bu(lies. When they are over-
taken with fleep, they light a great fire round them, -
and fleep ‘with their feet to the fire, which prevents
the wild beafts' from falling upon them; for wild
beéafts have a natural averfion to fire'y nor is'it eafy
for an enemy to difcover them in this condition :
for the country is one continued tract of thick
wood, overgrown with bruth-wood, fo'that you
cannot fee the fire till you be within-a few yards of
it.. They have nothing - covering them from the
‘inclemency of the fevereft weather but a blanket
put upon them, fomething in. the fhape of a High-
lander’s plaid. .

And further, to prevent their being long obferved
by their purfuers, or to be feen too foon when they
have a mind to attack any plantation, they paint
themfelves of th¢ fame colour with the trees.among .

which they" hide:themfelves. -
" When they aie toattack a plantation, ‘they né-
ver come out till- night, and then they rufh inftant-
ly: upon ‘the farms, &¢. and deftroy every thing, .
aswéll men, women and children, as beafls ; then
they fall to plunder, and return to their lurking-
holes tili-another oppartunity of plunder happeus, -
when they renew their attacks in-the fame manner; -
fothat if fome method is not taken to draw them .
e C3. into-»
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iRto our interelt, our colonies will be in a conti-
nual alarm, and the. country will foon become de- .
folate ; -for no body will venture their lives to fet-.
tle on the back parts, unlefs the Indians are our
friends. .

The Indian manner-of fighting is quite différent :
from that of :other mations. They induftriaufly a- .
void all open engagements; and befides ambufcades, ,
which I:have. already mentioned, page 14. their:
principal way is bufh-fighting; in the exercife of-
which they are very dexterous ; for as I have al-
ready fajd, the back-country being. one continued .
woad, except fome few fpots cleared.for the pur-.
pofe of hulbandry by. our back.fettlers, . the In-.
dians fquat themfelves down behind the trees, and
fire their mufkets at the.enemy ; if the enemy ad-
vances, then they.retreat - behind other .trees, and
fire- in the fame imanner; and as-they are good
markf{men they: never fire in: vain, whereas theic.
purfuers feldom hit, .

Notwithftanding  the politic fchemes of France
are ncarly brought to a period, yet if the Indians
are not fatisfied with the conclnfien of a peace be-
twixt vs.and the French as to America ;-1 mean un-
le. they are fairly dealt. with, we Thall gain bt
dittle by all our conquefts; Foriris the friendfhip
of the Indians that will make Canada.valuable to
us. We have already more lands than we are able
to manage ; but the advantage, nay the neeeflity of
keeping Canada, 1 have already fhown ; and there-
fore I fhall g on with my account of .the. Indians.

Wheas laft in Landon, 1 remember to have heard
fome cofee-houfe politiciuns, chagrined at the de-
vaffation they made on..our, back-fetdments, fay,
that it would be. an cafy. matter.to reot out the fa-
vages by clearing the ground.. L.anfwer,, that the
talk may feem ealy to them, but. the execution of

fuch a {cheme on fuch a waét of land, would l;_e
: ]
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fo difficult, that I doubt whether” there are people-
_cn?ugh in Great Britam and ireland, to accomplifh -
it in 2 hundred years time, were they to meet with
B0 oppofition ; but where there is fuch a. fubtile .
enemy to, deal with, I am afraid-we thould meke
but little progyefs. in reducing the Indians: even
allowing the country to be all tleared, there are
hills avd other faftneffes ta which the Indians can
retire, and where they would greatly have the bet- -
ter of .every.attempt- to diflodge them. Of this the -
rebellious Negroes of Jamaica, are a fufficient proof;
for notwithflanding all the diligence of the gavern-
ment, there is no extirpating them. The oaly
way 1 would advife is to keep friends with the In~
dians, and endeavour to prevail on them to fettle in
the fame manner as the Planters -do, which they
will be the. more eafily brought to, if. the French
are excluded from Canada. For notwithftanding
their wandring way of life, I have the greateft reafon
to believe they-have no diflike to an eafy life. And
as they will bave no temptationsito murder, as they
had when .ftirred up. by the fubjefts of his Moft
Chriftian. Majefty, they will foon become ufeful
-members of focicty.

When firlt the Englth . arrived in the American
colonies, they -found the woods inhabited by a race
of people, uncultivated in their manners, but not
quite devoid of humanity. . They were frangers to
luterature, ignorant of the liberal arts, and deftitute
of almoft every conveniency of life.

But if they were unpraétifed in the arts of more
civilized nations,they were alfo free from their vices.
They feemed perfe@ in two parts of the ancient
Perfian education, namely,in thooting with the bow,
and fpeaking truth. In their dealings they common-
ly exchange one commodity for another. Strangers
themfelves to fraud,they had an entire confidence in
others. According to their abilities,they were gene-

' 1 4 Ous
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rous and hofpitable, Happy, thrice happy had they
been, if, ftill preferving their native innocence and
fimplicity, -they-had ‘only been inftructed in the
knowledge of God, and-the dotrines of Chriftianity. .
Had they been raught fome of the more' ufeful parts
-of life, and to lay+afide: what was wild‘and favage -
in their manners! :

They received the Englith, upon thieir firft arrival; .
with open arms, treated them kindly, and fhewed *
an earneft defire, that they fhould fettle- and live
with them. They freely parted with fome of their -
lands to their new come brethren, and chearfully
entered into-a league of “friendihip with them. As s
the Englith were in immediate-want of the affitance -
of the Indians, they on -their part: endeavoured to
make their coming agreeable; Thus they lived for
fome years, . in the mutual exchange of friendly -
offices. Their houfes were open to each other:they -
treated one another as brothers. But by their diffe-
rent way of living, the Englith foon acquired pro- -
perty, while the Indians continued: in: their former
indigence ; hence the former found they could eafily .
live without the latter,: and therefore became lefs
anxious about preferving their friendfhip. This gave :
a check to that mutual hofpitality that had hitherto »
fubfilted between them.; and this; together with :
the decreafe of game: for hunting, arifing from :
the increafe - of - the Englith fettlements, induced .
the Indians-to remove further-back into the woods. -

From this time the natives began to be treatell
as a people-of whom an advantage might be taken.
As the trade with them was free and open, men of
loofe and abandoned charadters engaged in'it, and .
pratifed every fraud: Before the coming of the
white people, the .Indians never -tafted {piritous
liquors, and, like moft barbarous nations, having
once tafted, became  immoderately fond thereof,
and had -no longer any. government-of thenr
“ o felves ;
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felves. The traders availed themfelves of this weakic-
-nefs ;- inftead of carrying our cloaths to cover the-
naked favages; they carried them run, and there--
by debauched their manners,. weakened their cons
ftitutions, introduced diforders unknown to them.
before, and in {Hort corrupted and ruined them.

The Indians finding the ill effe@s of this trade,.
began to complain. W herefore laws were made,pro-
hibiting any from going 1o trade with them without
a licence from the Governar, and 1t was alfo made
dawful for the Indians to flave the cafks, and fpill
what rum was brought among them ; but this was
to little purpofe: the Indians had too little com-
maad of themfelves to do their duty,.and were
eafily prevailed upon not to execute this law ; and.
the delign of the former was totally-evaded, by men
of fome character -taking out liceaces to . trade, .
and then employing under them perfons of ne
honow or pyipciple, generally fervants and con-
viéts tranfported hither from Brifain and Irelind;,
whom'they fent with figods into the 1adian coun-.
tcy to trade on thelr aceount. Thefe getting beyond
the reach of thie law, exccuted unheard of villanies.
upon the poor. natives, committing crimes which
wwodefly forbides £o name, and bebaving in 2 man-
ner too {hocking to be rclated.

At every treaty which the Indians held with the.
Eaglith, they complained. of the abufes they fof-
Fered from the. teaders, and. trade as then carried.
on. They requefted that the traders might be re-
called ; but all to no purpofe. They begged in the
firongell terms, that.no rum mighi be fuffered to.
come among them ; but were only told they were.
at liberty to fpill all the rum brought into their
country. At this time, little or no pains was taken
to civilize or infbruét them in the Chrifhian 1eligion, .’
till at length the conduét of the traders, profefling
themfelves of that religiou, gave the Indians an a}i.

moli«
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moft: invincible prejudice againttit. Befides, as thefe
traderstravelled among diftant nations of the Indis
ans, and-were in fome fort the reprefentatives of
the Englith, from them the Indians formed a very
unfavourable opinion of our whole' nation;. and
eafily believed every mifreprefentation made of us
by our enemies. There are inffances in hiftory,.
where tlie virtue and difinterefted behaviour of one
man, have prejudiced whole nations of barbarians-
in favour of the people to whom he belonfcd;
and is it then to be wondeted at, if the Indians-
conceived a rooted prejudice againtt: us,. when nots
one, but a whole fet of -men, namecly all of our
nation that they had an opportunity of . feeing or-
-eonverfing with, were perfons-of* a:leofe or abam-
-doned behaviour, infincere and faithlefs, without~
religion, virtue or morality. No one will think 1
exaggerate thefe matters, who has either| known.-
the taders themfelves,-or who has read the public.
treaties.

- If to this be added, what 1 find inthe late:
treaties, 'that: they have been wronged. in fome of
their lands, what.room will there be any.longer to
wonder that- we have fo little intereft-with them-
-that their conduét-towards us is.of late fo much
changed, that inftead of being a fecurity. and pro-
tetion to us, as they. have been hitherto,  during:
-the feveral wars between us and the French, they
-are now turned againft us and beeome our enemies, .
principally on account of the.fraudelent dealings
and immoral conduét of thofe heretofore-employed .
-in our trade with them, who have brought dif-
~honour upon-our religion,. and difgrace on our na-
“tion? It nearly concerns us, if: poffible, to wipe of
thefe reproaches, and to redeem our . charaler,
- which can only be done by regulating .the trade.
And this the Indians, with whom the government
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of Philadclphia lately treated, demanded and ex-
-pected of us.

At prefent a favourable opportunity prefents for
doing it effeCtually. All thofe who were engaged in
‘this trade, are hy the prefent troubles removed
from:it, .and it is to be hoped that the legiflature
will fall vpon meafvres to prevent any fich from
ever being conceraed in it again. This'is the only
foundation upon which we can expet a lafting
peace with the natives. It is evident, that a great
deal depends wvpon the perfons who are to be
fent into the Indian country : from thefe alone the
Indians will form 2 jndgment of us, our rcligion
and manners. If thefe then who are to be our re-
prefentatives among the Indians, be men of virtue
and integrity, fober in their converfation, honeft
in their dealings, and whofe praltice correfponds
with their profefion, the judgment formed of us’
will be favourable: if, on the .contrary, they be
leofe and profane perfons, men of wicked lives,
and profligate morals, we mut expeét that among
the Indians our religion will pais for a jeft, and we
in.general for a people faithlefs.and defpicable.

I might here add fome obfervations refpeéting -
the commodities proper to be carried among the
Indians, in kind as well as quality, with a me-
thod of carrying on the trade, {0 as to preferve .
the native dunocence of the indians, and at the
fame time confiim them immovcable in our iate-*
reft; but thefe things, as well as fome remarks I
have in a.courfe of years made upon the indians,
1 fhall leave for the fubjeét of fome future hiftory. -

@7 The Irith-man fealped alive at Ofwego, was afterwards cured .
by Dr. James Kirkland, chief Surgeon of the regiment, a native of
Scotland, and refidenter at Gogar, within three -miles.of Edinburgh.
Sce French.and Indian Cruclty.
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A -particalar delcription of the Inpran-Toranaws.

H E hatchet or axe, which the Indians eall = Tomahawk, is
ufed by them in many different cmployments. ‘This in-
firument in its prefent form, is faid tohave been the invention of
the great William Penn, firft proprictor of Penfylvaniz. The tools
ufed by the [ndians, when he came among the, were made of ftone;
which were of little ufe in catting wood. He procured 2 Toma-
hawk, and 2 &alping knife.; and employed Evropean fmithsto make
fuch after the Indian pattern : which was accordiagly done. The
Tomahawk was made like a plailterec’s hammer, with a whiftle in
the handle, to give an alarm “in cafe of danger: by this, and fuch
Jike inventions the name of Penn became famous among them. The
Indians he found much addifted to fmoaking tobacco; but for want
of a better method, they fmoaked through leaves twifted up into 2
kind of a pipe. Sceing this he diftributed feveral grofs of Englith
tobacco-pipes among them, which pleafed thiem -for the ‘inflant ;
‘but unufed to fuch -brittle ware, the pipes would not ftand their
rough ufage, but quickly broke; whi¢h-loft Pean his credit among
-them, as they concluded themfelves defrauded, fince pipes (6 eafily
broke, they efteemed of no fervice. )

Father Penn, as they called him; was hereupon.obliged to-reftore
-the Indian goods he had received in.exchange for the pipes; and was
glad.to make fpeedy reftitution to prevent bad confcquences. He
then caufed the Tomahawk to be made to hold tobacco in the head
-of it, with a*hole drilled thro’ the handle to fmoak by: an inftru-
ftrument of fuch beneficial fervice, entircly regained him.the con-
fidence of the Indians ; and was much more prized than the foxmer.
with the whiftle at, the end.

It is now become ufeful in many branches af their bufinefs ; in
time of war they. carry it with them under their belts, and when
viftosy inclines to their fide, after firing their. guns, they ruth upan,

- their enemies with it, fraQuring and-cleaving their fkulls,; very fél-
dom failing of killing. with the ficlt blow. They are alfo wery dexe
terous in-thvowing it, and will ftiike an object at 5o yards diftance.

They alfo employ it in cuttiung their wood, and in barking trees,
at the feafon when they make their canpes.

On the haudle of their toraahawk they recordithe occurrences of -
wer. When they fend their wariiors to fight, :they.cut-as many
-notches on the handle ofithe hatchet to know theic numbes:by: thera
are likewife notches cut sccording to their lofs in bartle.: their woun-
ded are alfo marked down, with the number of prifoners they take

_ from the encroy; each in a different manner. So.that at the clofe, they
‘;#:’ ‘drc enabled o form an eftimate of the fuccuSs of evany-expedition:
} ‘Their tomahawk is alfo the regifter oftheir time: theneturns of

tha mogp, and remarkable eventsare thereon ditinguithed; as will ap-
Ppear upoh. converfing with any of their wife men, who will account
fog .h.mitlves for ‘6000 muons paft.
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