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AN

ACCOUNT

OF THE

Ifland of NEWFOUNDLAND;
WiTH

The Nature of its Trapz, and Me-
thod of carrying on its Fisugry.

WITH

REeasons for the great Decreafe of that
valuable Branch of TRrADE.

T HE Ifand of Newfoundland is not
inhabited any-where, but along the
Sea Shore; and there are but very
few People that know any Thing of the in-
terior Part :  Almott all the Country, for fe-
.veral Miles from the Sea, is covered with
Woods of different Kinds, very ufeful for

B Ship
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Ship and Boat-building ; alfo, for erecing
St\ages and Flakes for curing and drying
Fifh.

I have been between Twenty and Thirty
Miles into the Country, where I found the
Land clear of Woods; which produced very
good Pafturage. I faw great Numbers of
Deer, of a prodigious Size, and vaft Quan-

-tities of Partridges, Wolves, and- Foxes;
and in the Lzkes and Rivers {which are nu-
merous) there are Bever, Otter, Trout, Wild
Ducks, and Geefe, in great Quantities.

It is very furprifing, thet, for fo miany
Years paft, no Care has been taken to im-
prove fo valuable a Branch of Commerce
as the Newfoundland Fifhery might be to.
Great Britain! This Trade, to my certain
Knowledge, for tany Years, rémitted, in
Specie, necar a Million Sterling, to the Mo-
ther Country : And at this Time, I dare fay,
it does notremit One Sixth iart of that
Sum.

The Lords of the Admiral’ty, and of
Trade and Plantations, did, I fuppofe,
and
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and do fill, think, the Commodores or
Governors of Newfoundland always fend
them a juft State of the. Fifhery, I be-
lieve they wifthed to have done it; apd,
dare fay, they thought it exa&. The Me.
thods they take are as follow.

The Commodore or Governor generglly
arrives at St. obn’s fome Time in Fune, and
{ails again in September, or the Beginning of
October, for Eurcpe : Therefore, fuppofe him
to be on that Coaft three Months, and, con-
formable to his Inftrucions, he is obliged
to have a State of the Fithery made out, in
order to be fent to the Board of Trade, &c.
in Confequence of this, his Clerk goes to
one of the Magiftrates on Shore, and defires
him to fend to each of the Harbours, one
of thofe States, ruled and worded, rcady to
be filied up (for Example). The Mnziirate
fends one of them to a Merchant at flar-
bour Grace (which is one of the Harbtaurs
in Conception Bay), who, in the Hurry of
Bufinefs, fills it up at Random, thinking it
mere Matter of Form, and of little Con-
{equence ; for had he been ever fo defirous
of being exa&, he could not have teen fo
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without a vaft deal of Trouble, as the Bay
is, at leaft, feventy Miles round; and Boats
kept in every Creek and Cove of it. This
State is returned to the Governor, and he
fends it Home to Englend, taking it for
granted to be right; by which Method the
Commodore; who is Governor during his
Command there, can know very little more
of the Matter than if he had remained at
Portfinouth, or Plymouth.

I remember one of the above Kind of
Returns being fent to the Governor, with
an Account of the Number of Boats kept,
the Quantity of Fifh and Oil caught, &,
&c. Having a Beat and Men of my own,
I had the Curiofity to know how near they
came to the Truth, and therefore began at
Eay Perds in Conception Bay, ~and went into
every Creek and Cove quite round to Por-
tugal Cove, which is the other Extremity
of the Bay, and found they had not got
within a Third Part in any one Account.

I found in that Bay 496 Boats kept, and
computed, on an Average, each Boat caught
500 Quintals of Fifh (tho’ many canght

759
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%0, and feveral, at Trinity Harbour, 990) 3
thefe make 248,000 : Tallow for the Ship-
ping about 10,000. which make 258,000;
and allow, for Men. Women, and Chil-
dren, employed in catching and curing the
Fi(h of each Boat (as they all equally work),
10; which will make 4960; and for the
Sh?pping'goo; makicg, in all, 5,260 Peo-
ple. It is not fo ealy to come at the exact
Quantity of Oil, as {fome Years the Livers
of the Fifh vield as much more than in
others; and {fome Vears the Cape Cod Men
meet with great Succels in the Whale Fith-
ery, and at other Times little or none,
either in that or the Seal Fifhery. Some
Years, from the Shore Fifh, you have Three
Hogfheads of Oil to an Hundred Gujntals
Buat from the Bank Fifh you have buta
fmall "Quantity ; however, I fhall allow
One Hogthead- to the Hundred Quintals ;
which will be 64 Tuns of Train Oil. I
have known that Cil fe!l, at Newfoundland,
from 8/ to 16/. per 'Tun; and in England,
from 14/ to 36/. por Tun, as the Fifhery
of Conception Bay was reckoned equal to
One Quarter Part of the whole Fifhery of
Newfowidlond, from the Year 1745 to 1752

(that
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(that is to fay), Trinity, Bonavifla, Cata-
line, with the Creeks thereunto belonging,
One Quarter ; Bay Verd, Carboneire, Har-
bour Grace, and the feveral Creeks and
Coves thereto belonging, a Quarter; Toi-
bay, Kidvide, St. fobr's, and Party Har-
bour, a Quarter; Bay of Bulls, Firiland,
Firmoves, Trapaffey, and Placentia Bay, an-
other Quarter Part: So that the whole Pro-
duce of Fifth and Oil, for one of the afore-
faid Years, will be (exclufive of the Whale
and Seal Qil), Fifh, 1,032,000 Quintals;
Gil, 5,160 Tuns.

¥ith, upon an Average, fell, at foreign
Markets, from Eighteen to Thirty Shlhnos
per Grintal: But fuppofe it at Twenty, i
will then amount to One Million, and
Thirty-two Thoufend Pounds Sterling. Oil
is often fent to Sparn, which, upon an
Aveiaye, fellsat 18/ per Tun, it will then
amount to Ninety-two Thoufand, Eight
Ifundred and Eighty Pounds Sterling,

1 {nll make no Calculation on the Fur
Trade, which was very confiderable before:

the
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the: French had fuch vaft Poffeflions to the
Northward.

The Salmon Fithery is of no great Con-
fequence, -there being but few Hands em-
ployed in it, tho’, before the Fremch were
fo powerful to the Northward, many Hun-
dred Teirces were cured, and fent to the
Italian Markets yearly.

Thefe Branches of Trade (both of Cod
and Salmon) were never {o extenfive as
when the Government fhewed a defire of
proteCting the Merchants and Inhabitants,
which was in the Year 1745, when that
noble Refolution was taken of augmenting
the Garrifons, with a fofficient Number of
Troops, and erecting Batteries at {fuch Places
-as appeared then neceffary for the Protection
of the Merchants and Inhabitants of the
Iland ; had thofe Forts and Batteries conti-
nued on the Footing then eftablithed, the
Fifflery would not have dwindled away in
the Manner it has done. It is very true the
Fifh did not come for eightor ten Years paft
in fuch Shoals as they had formerly done;
therefore fo great a Quantity could not be
caucht : but I dare anfwer. that at leaft as
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much more would have been caught, had

thofe people been protected, who had always
been concerned in that Branch of Trade.

An Iriftman can’t catch as much Fith as a
Weft Country or Newfoundland Man, which
isas true,asthat a Man who never had an Oar
in his Hand, cannot row equal toa Wherry-
man, who has been ufed to it all his Life.

T have feen two Boats along Side of each
other fithing, the one manned by People of
the Weft Country and Newfoundland, the
other by Irifb; the former has loaded in
feven or eight Hours, and the latter not able
to load in the Day ; the former are People
who were trained up in it from the Time
they were able to walk, thelatter feldom or
ever engage in it till they are above twenty
Years of Age; therefore can never be able
to arrive to the fame Degree of Perfe&ion as
the other ; for there is as much Attention re-
quired in catching a Ced, asthere is in firik-
ing a Salmon or Trout with a Fly.

Unfortunately for the Government, as
well as thofe concerned in the Newfoundland
Trade, foon after the Treaty of Aix la Cha-

pelle,
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pelle, feveral of the Forts were difmantled,
and moft Part of the Troops taken from the
other Garrifons, and fent tothe Continent of
America. By this Means the Traders and
Inhabitants were left to fhift for themfelves
without Troops to {fupport the Magi@trates in
the Execution of Juftice. At this Time
great Numbers of 177/ Roman Catholics were
in the Ifland as Servants ; but no fooner had
. the Troops been fent away, than they be-
came the moft outrageous Set of People that
everlived : Robberies were committed almoft
every Day in one Place or other, the Ma-
giftrates infulted in the Execution of their
Office, and the Chief Juftice murdered ;
many hundreds of the Weft of England
People were afraid of going over, many of
the Newfoundland Men left the Ifland, and
the Roman Catholics tranfported themfelves
by Hundreds from Ireland: So that at the
Time the French took the Country, the Irifh
were above fix Times the Number of the
Weft Country and Newfrundlarders © In
fhort, they were in Pofleflion of above three
Quasters of the Fith Rooms and Harbours
of the Ifland, who confequently received the
French with open Arms. And durirg the
Time the French were in Poffeffion of the

C 1lland,
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Ifland, the Merchants and Inhabitants fuf-
fered more Cruelties from the Irifb Romanr
Carholics, than they did from the declared
Enemy.

The Fitheries of Newfoundland were ori-
ginally carried on by the Ships only, and
none allowed to Fifh but fuch as cleared
out of fome Port in Great Britain : But, in
Time, thofe concerned in that Trade found
much greater Advantage by fithing in Boats -
along the Shore ; in confequence of which,

they found it neceflary for Numbers to re-
main in the Ifland during the Winter, in or-

der to build Boats for the Service of the en-
fuing 3eafon, as alfo to get Materials out of
the Woods, for their Fithing Rooms, &c.

This is a Branch of the Fifhery that
fhould be taken moft particular Notice of,
as it-is found to be, by far, the moft advan-
tageous: Therefore great Amendments
fhould be made in the A& of Parliament,
relative to the Fithery of Newfoundland
the greateft Encouragement thould be given
to thofe that would refide therein the Winter,
as they are not only ufeful in preparing
every Thing neceflary for the Voyage, but

alfo
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alfo often begin fithing a Month before the
Ships come from Europe.

A great deal has been faid concerning. the
Newfoundland Fithery, by many of the
News Writers, and others; but I have not
found that any of them have the lealt No-
tion of it, Some would have it, that the
beft Furt of it was given away when the
Iflands of St. Peter and Miquelon were ceded
to the French; others thought, when you
had drove them from Cape Breton, the
Fithery was fecured to us; fome, again,
would have C:.o to be the beft Part of
the Fifhery ; others preferred Halsfax ; and
even fome went {0 far as to think Bofforz in
New Englond a very convenient Place to
carry on the Fith Trade: But I will take
upon me to fay, that you need not be jea-
Tous of all the Cod Fitheries in the World,
had you all to the Northward of Cape Race
in Newfoundland. But 1 am forry to fay,
that the French have, by far, the befl Part
of it.

It is very true, that Fifh are caught, in all
thofe Piaces I have mentioned, but only at
. C2 a cer



(12)

a certain Time of the Year; feldom or
cver after May. There were, fome Years
azo, a Set of Merchants, at Boffon, who.
tormed themfelves into a Company, with
great Expe&ations. They hired many
of the Newfoundland Mafters of Vef-
tels into their Service; but, in about Two
Wears, the Company found their Endeavours
of no Effe@; therefore gave over ali
Thoughts of purfuing it any longer; as their
Loffes were very great,

There are {till Schooners kept, by parti-
cular People, to fith fome Part of the Year
only: No one took more Pains than Mr,
Alderman Fauffen, to puth the Fifhery at
Hal:jax; but to no Purpofe : The fame may
* be faid of Cunfo, &c. &cc,

Many have been the Times when the
Matfters of Veflels have left the Banks with
a fine Loading of Fifh; and, when they ar-
rived at the aforefaid Places, upon opening

their Hatches, found all their Cargo turned
to Maggots.

The great Staple for Fifh, is from Cape
Race, all along the Eaftern Coaft of New-
Joundland
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feundland to the, Streights of Belliffe, and
from thence to Point Rzche (the Part inha-
bited by the Engl/?), which begins in Pla-
¢centia Bay, and continues all along Shore to
Trapaffee, Fermoves, Feriland, and as far
Northward as Cape Bonavifla.

The French, at the Time they were in
Pofleflion of Cape Brefon, had a {mall Fith-
ery carried ‘on at Louifburg, and at {everal
Creeks and Coves oppofite to the faid Ifland
cn the Coaft of Newfoundlond, and {ome
within the Gulph of St. Lawrence; but
their greateft Refource, was from Cape Bo-
zavifia to Point Ricbe,

This was ti.e Fithery we had then Caule to
lament the Lois of; and, indeed, fo we
have to this Day ; the Fifh in thofe Parts
being in greater Abundance, and the Fifh-
ery carried on at Halt the Expence, the
Weather being much better for curing, be-
caufe the Fogs don’t go any farther North-
ward than the great Bank of Newfoundland
(the. Northward Point of which runs to
Latitude 28 or 49 Deg.), which is fome-
shing to the Northward of Bonavifla,

It
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It may be afked, Why don’t our Fifh-
ermen extend their Fifheries Northward ?
The Reafon is very clear : The Expence of
building Storehoufes, clearing of Plantations,
and building Fifthing Rooms, Stages, &e.
&ec. are very expenfive; therefore none
would embark in it, without a Certainty of
Prote&tion, both in Time of Peace and
War; as it takes fome Years to be properly
fixed to carry on the faid Trade. There is
not any Thing fo advantageous and necef-
fary, as to have Numbers of People re-
main in the Country the whole Winter.

It is very clear, that not a Foot of the
Country from Cape Sable, in the Bay of
Fundy, to Cape Race, in Newfoundland, is
worth One Shilling to England, otherwife
than the Troops you keep there, are a
Check upon the French and Indians.

We have now an Opportunity of efta-
blithing that moft valuable Branch of the
Fith Trade; and there is nothing wanting
but our falling on a proper Method to make

the Returns double to what they ever have
been.

I would
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I would therefore propofe, that a Go-
vernor for the whole Ifland thould refide at
St. Yobn's, which thould be the Capital, as it
is the moft convenient Place to make up a
Convoy ; and it is likewife the neareft Place
that can be for the Center of Trade, and
alfo the moft Eaftern Part of the Ifland;
by which Means, Ships cannot be imbayed ;
but, in Half an Hour after they are out of
the Harbour, they have Sea Room enough,
and can ftand North or South with great
Safety.

St. fobn's, Feriland, Carboniere, and Tri-
mity Harbours, fhould be put on the fame
Footing, they were intended in 1745; and
fuch other Forts and Batteries, fhould be
ereted at fuch Harbours, as fhould be found
ufeful and advantageous for carrying on the
Fithery to the Northward.

St. Jobn’s, from 1745 to 1750, was very
well garrifoned by Four Companies of Foor,
a Caprain of Artillery, with about Fifty
Men; it was alfo well fupplied with all
Manner of Stores, and about Forty Pieces
of Cannon,

Fer-
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Feriland, Carboniere, and Trinity Har=
bours, had each an Officer of Artillery,
with about Eighteen or Twenty Men, and
an Officer of Foot and Thirty Men, were
intended for each of thofe Places. There
were as many Cannon, with Powder and
Shot, andin fhortall Manner of Stores, that
were found neceffary for their Defence,
with about 200 fmall Arms at each Place,
for the ufe of the Inhabitants.

Had thofe Places remained on the before-
mentioned Footing, I am convinced, that
France could not have fent an Armament
againft it at the Time they did, to meet with
any fuccefs, and indeed the fuccefs they
met with at the Time they took it, was
chiefly owing to the Irifh Roman Catholics.

Tam of opinion, that none but the Inha-
bitants of Grear Britain, Newfoundland, with
Ferfeyand Guernfey,(being Proteftants) thould
have the Privilege of being pofieflied of any
Fith Rooins, or Plantations in the Ifland of

Newfoundland.  The Irifh Romifb’ Catholics
‘are ufeful as Servants, but very dangerous in
that Part of the World, vwhen in Power. -

I would
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1 would propofe, that all Manner of Ne=
ceflaries for the fupport of the Fifhermen,
thould be made as cheap as poffible, pro-
vided you don’t hurt the Mother Country.
EveryThing for the carryingon this immenfe
Branch of Trade, is the Produ& of Eng-
land, except Beef, Pork, and Butter, from
Ireland ; Rum, Sugar, and Melafles, from
the Wefi-Indies and New-England; as alfo a
good deal of Bread and 'F lour, from New-
York, Philadelphia, Bofton. &c. ’

We have from Porfugal and Spain, Salt
and Olive Oil, and a mere Trifle of Port

and Lifbon Wines; Oil is what the Fifher-
men cannot do without, to eat with falt Fith,

both Winter and Summer; and as the Oil
mutt firft be brought to England, and then
re-fhipped for Newﬁundland, notwith{tand-
ing it leaves but the meereft Trifle at the
Cuftom Houfe, yet the double Freight, and
many other Expences, make it come ex-
ceeding dear to the Fifhermen; therefore
was it allowed to be taken on Board the
Ships that are conftantly returning from
Lifbon, and other Ports, with Salt to New-
Joundland, the Fithermen would be able to
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purchafe it at 75 per cent. cheaper, than its
coming by the Way of England.

There is an illicit Trade carried on from
Jetfey and Guernfey, that I think hurtful’to
the fair Trader, viz. French Brandy, Can-
vas, Cordage, and fundry other Commodi-

ties, not of fo much Confequence as the
Former.

Every Two Boats * will require the fol-
lowing Stores and Neceflaries (in ‘order to
fit them out for the Fifhery), nearly calcu-
lated at what they coft in Englaud.

The Boats are always built in Newfound-
land.

Two Boats ~ = «=fL 6o o o
Two Sets of Sails - 16 o -0
Twonew Roads - - - 7 12 o
Riggan - - - =« - 4113 o

Carried over £ 28 5 o

* My Reafon for calculating for Two Boats, is,
becaufe meoft People keep more than One; and
many of thofe Things that are neceflary for one, will
ferve both.

Four
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Brought over [ 28 5 o
Four Graplins - - - 8 4 o
Bread Boxes and Keggs - 1 4 o
Kettles and Frying Pars -« o 15 o
Six hundred fithing Hooks 1 16 o
Pewes and Gafts - - - o 6 o
Six Splittersand four Cutters o 10 o
Two Lanthorns - - - o 7 o
Two Boats Compafles - o 8 o
Gimblets and Files - - o 5 o
Two hundred WeightofLead 1 16 o
Four dozen long Lines - 2 8 o
Six ditto Rand Twine - o ¢ o
Four Saucepans - - - o 4 o
Bowles and Platters - - o 8 o
A Mooring and {mall An-
chor - - - - - 10 0o o
Two Hatchets - - - o 4 o
Squede Hooks - - - o 5 o
Squede Lines - - - - o 8 o
One Huopdred Weight of
forted Nails - - - I 12 O

For the Shoremen that catch
the Bait and cure the Fifh, wv/z.
Bait Boat, with Sails and fun-
dry Materials, - - - 9 o o
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Brought over [ 68 14 @
A Lance Swaine - - - 13 0 ©
Six Herring Nets - - - 6 o o
Two Coding Nets - - =~ 2 10 ©
Three hundred Weight of
Swaine Line ~ ~ - 514 0O
Pots, Kettles, Fryingpans,
Saucepans, Bowls, Plat-
ters, Gunpowder, Shot,
Hammers, e, - - -8 10 0
Sundry Sorts of Nails - 3 10 o
Four Hatchets = - - o 8 o
£ 108 6 o

Suppofe Two Thoufand Boats are kept,
and Neceflaries carried out of - England,
yearly, for every Two Boats, at the above -
Calculation (exeluﬁve of the Boats them-
felves), will, in the Whole, make 108,3001
with Cloathing, of different & orts, fent from
England for 21,040 People, at Six Pounds

each; will amount to 126,240/ The
Amount of Provifions, at Eight Pence per

Dicz, carried out of England for the above
Number of Men, for Eigcht Months (which
is
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is the longeft Time they are on that Service)’
-will be 171,125/, 6s. 84. So that this
valuable Trade will take yearly, from Eng-
land, to the Amount of Four Hundred and
Five Thoufand, Six Hundred and 'Sixty-ﬁvc
‘Pounds, Six Shillings, and Eight Pence,
Sterling, per Annum, exclufive of the Wear
and Tear of Shipping.

T am convinced, was this Trade cartied
on as it ought to be, and proper Settle-
ments made to the Northward, Forty Thou-
fand People might be employed in it; and,
confequently, the Exports. and Returns, to
and from England, would be double,

The yearly Returns)
for 1«:1{11 and Oil, from ]Fi b, 10320007
1745 to 1752, at thes Oil Y
Calculation made on this 92,0c0/

Account, will be, for |

There is one Circumftance more, which
I muft .beg Leave to obferve, wviz. That
-1 am fure the French would never have
made fo ereat.a Point in getting a Foot-
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ing on the Iflands of St. Peter’s and Mi-
quillon, but with'a View of being en-
abled to come at Fifh at a much cheaper
Rate than they could (or can poffibly) catch
it, which is by carrying on an illicit Trade,
with the Fithing People of Newfoundland.
1t is inconceivable what Quantities of French
Rum, Melafles, &c. they bartered with
the Newfoundland Traders, when they were
in Pofleflion of Cape Breton; and how
much more will they do fo now, when they
are fo much nearer our Ifland of Newfound-
lond. 1 have known them bring Ships
even into feveral of the Bays of New-
Joundland, and Boats and Ships have met
them, without ever coming to an Anchor,
and exchanged with them, to the Amount
of their whole Cargo.

I cannot help again obferving the Ab-
furdity of a Captain of a Man of War’s
being Governor of fo extenfive a Branch
of Trade. It is not in the Nature of
Things, from their fhort Refidence there,
that they can ever arrive to any Degree of
Knowledge of it. I have known them
give Grants to particular People, that would
heve ruined the whole Trade, and could

mentjon
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mention the Names of thofe Governors,
but rather chufe to avoid it, as they did it
for want of a true Knowledge of the
Trade, and therefore were liable to be im-
pofed upon by defigning People. Sir George
Rodney, when he was Governor, invalidated
feveral of them, and one, in particular ;
which was a Patent for 2 Man to have the
fole Privilege of drawing Baite at a certain
Beech ;5 which, had it remained in Force,
would have ruined the remaining Part of

the Inhabitants for Forty Leagues along
the Coaft.

THZE






THE
S T A T E

. oF THE
Newfoundland Fi1sHER Y,

WITH A

P L A N

Propofed to the
ADMINISTRATION
The 12th of May, 1761,

To exclude thg French from that TRADE.
By Captain 7. CO L E.

| H E French, as appears by the Thir-
teenth * Article of the Treaty of
Uzrech?, cede the whole Ifland of New-

E Sfoundland

* The Thirteenth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht.
<« The Ifland called Newfoundland, with the adjacent
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foutza’land to the Queen, referving only to
themfelves, the Liberty of Fifhing on the
Coaft, from Cape Bonavifia, to the Northern
Point of the faid Ifland ; and from thence
runnmg down by the Weftern Side, ftretch-
ing as far as Point Riche: ‘Alfo, to build
Stages, made of Boards, and Huts, necef-
fary and ufual for Drying their Fith; but

"Right, wholly to Brizain ; and, to that End, the Town
and Fortrefs of Placentia, and whatever other Places, in
the faid Ifland, are in Pofleffion of the Frenchy fhall be
yielded and given up within Seven Months from the Ex-
change of -the Ratifications of this Treaty, or fooner, if
poflible, by the Moft Chriftian King, to thofe who have
a Commiffion from the Quecn of Great Britain for that
Purpofe. Nor thall the Moft Chriftian King, his Heirs
and Succeflors, or any of their Subjeéls, at any Time
hereafter, lay Claim to any Right to the faid Ifland and
Iflands, or to any Part of it, or them. Moreover, it
fhall not be lawfuyl for the SubjeCts of France to fortify
any Place, in the faid lfland of Newfoundland, or to ere&
any Buildings there, befides Stages made of Boards and
Hutts, neceflary and ufual for drying of Fifh, or to re-
fort- to the: faid Ifland beyond the Time neceflary for
Fithing, and drying of Fith, but it fhall be allowed to
the Subje@s of France to catch Fifh, and todry them on
Liand in that Part only, and in no other befideg that, of
the faid Hland of Newfoundland, which fireaches from
the Place called Cape Bonnavifia, to the Northern Point
of the fard Ifland, and from thence running down by
the Weftern Side, reaches as far as the Place called
Point Riche, &¢. &50.”

not
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fiot to refort thither beyond the Time of
Fifhing, and Drymg of Fith.

As it feems clear, by the Terms of this
Treaty, that-the French Plempotentxanes
were better inftruted than ours, in Re-
-gard. to the Value of the Fifhery; they
chofe the North Part of the Coaft, where
the Fith are more plentifu], better in Kind,
and are dried in a great deal lefs Fime;
the Air being clear and dry, during the
Fithing Seafons; by which Means, they
cure their Fith at much lefs Expence, and
get to the Markets fooner than our People
poflibly can; and, confequently, carry their
Fifh there in better Condition than we do
ours : Becaufe the South Part of this Coaﬁ:
where our People fith, is always covered
with Fogs, and mizzling Rains; which
keep the Fith fo long in drying, that the -
Maggots breed in them, and render them
of lefs Value, at the Ewropean Markets.
But within a few Years after the figning of

the aforefaid Treaty, our People became
nerfe@ly acanainted with the Difference hao
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preferable to the South in the Expence of
catching, curing, and drying of Fith; and,
likewife, how much fooner the French got
to the Markets than they did, as well as the
Preference that was given to their Fith,which
encouraged our People to make an Attempt
to fith there alfo; having, by the Treaty,
more than an equal Right, upon the North
Part of the Coaft of the faid Ifland: Bat
they found, that the French had not only
built Hutts and Stages on all the beft Parts
of that Coaft, but aflumed an exclufive
Right of fithing there: So thatin or about
the Year 1742, they fired on our Fifhing
Veflels, and deftroyed fome of their Boats.
Complaints of thofe Infults being made ta
our then Minifters, a Remonftrance was
made to the Court of France; but no Sa-
tisfaction being infifted on, on our Side, the
Englyb Filhermen never ventured to go
there any more, left further Mifchief thould
enfue. The French then o far fucceeded in
_that moft valuable Branch of Trade, as to
get the Preference ih moft of the European
‘Markets; which, at a moderate Compu-
tation, makes a Difference, to this Nation,
in the Sale of Fith, of upwards of Twe

Millions
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Millions Sterling per Annum. Béfides the
important Confideration of thofe Fifheries
being their greatet Nurfery for Seamen,
the French, of late Years, having feldom
fewer than Six or Seven Hundred Ships,
moft of which, from Four to Five Hun
dred Tons Burden, and the leaft carrying
from Forty to Fifty Men each, befides fe-
veral Thoufands of Fifhermen, employed in
that Trade.

The above being the true State of the
Newfoundland Filhery before the Com-
mencement of this War; and as that Fifh-
ery may be made of greater Confequence
to this Nation, than the Mines of Perx and
Mexico are to Spain; no Time feems more
proper, than the prefent, for accomplithing
this End, left we fhould not fucceed in to-
tally excluding the French from that Trade
by a Treaty ; our Ships of War having al-
ready driven all the French Fifhing Veflels
from that Coaft, and deftroyed: their Hutts
and Stages : And as we are demolifhing the
Fortifications of Lowifburgh; it is therefore
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Newfoundland, togethet with all the Mate=
rials that may be faved out of the Works
of that Fortrefs, in order to build Forts on
the principal Places where the French had
their Hutts and Stages from Cape Bonnavifia
to Point Ricke ; all this may be perforined
in Six or Eight Months, there being great
Plenty of Timber, the propereft Article for
building of Forts in that cold Climate ; be-
caufe Brick or Stone-work would be de-
ftroyed by the fevere Frofts, in the Winter
Seafons. There muft alfo be fent, with the
Troops, a fufficient Number of Smiths,
Sawyers, Carpenters, &c. to carry on the
different Kinds of Work ; and fome Ships
of War, to prote& them till this is com-
pleated.

Whenthe Work is finifhed, it will be a fure
Protection to our Fifhermen, and oblige the
French to keep their proper Diftance, as well
as totally exclade them from fithing on any
Part of that Coaft, and effe¢tually prevent
their ever being able to bring up Seamen to
man their Fleets, If one of thofe Regi-
ments from Louifburgh cannot be fpared
three or four of the new-raifed Independant

Com-
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Companies, together with the Company of
Miners lately -fent to- Cape Breton, may be
{ufficient for this Servigce.

The French (by means of their Fithery
on the North Coaft of Newfoundland) carry
on a great Trade with the Efguameau Indians
that inhabit the vaft Coaft of Labradore,
which is not above Ten Leagues Diftance
from the aforefaid Fifhery (acrofs the Streights
of Belleifle) for Furs, Deer, Elk, Buffalo
Skins, &c, and on the Coaft they have a
great Whale Fifhery, and alfo, bring Home
great Quantities of Mafts, Yards, Spars,
&e. for building Ships of War; and faw
vaft Quantities of Plank, from the Red Pine,
for their Ship and Boat-building, being the
beft in_ the World for that Purpofe: Both
the North Part of Newfoundland, and the
Coaft of - Labradore, abound with thofe
Materials.
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POSTSCRIPT

T may not be improper to make fome

Apology, to the Reader, for printing
thefe Sheets, in the Abfence of Captain
Williams. ‘They were wrote laft Year, when
that Gentleman was in England, and a Copy
prefented to the Right Honourable the Lords
Commiffioners of Trade and Plantations;
dlfo a few of them were diftributed amongft
his intimate Friends ; when it was earneftly
wifthed, that moft valuable Branch of Trade
would have been ferioufly confidered in the
Houfe of Commons: and at a Timé when.
the fettling and fec'ur.ing of our Colonies,
and Rights of Treaty (fo grofly and fcan-
daloufly abufed, before the.late War), ought
to have been the grand Bufinefs of Admi-
niftration : But, by the Inftability of our
People then employed, who have fince un-
dergone almoft a total Change, thofe Copies
may have been loft, or mif-laid. Therefore
Captain Williams's Friend, with whom he
left the Manufcript, thinking this the moft
proper Time to publith and difperfe it by
way of Pamphlet; hoping, by that Means,
it may fall into fuch Hands as will make a

proper
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proper * Ufe of it; and efpecially, as the

Subject is now become, more than ever, an
interefting and a moft ferious Concern to-
wards the Welfare, and, I may fay, Safety,
of this Kingdom ; the French ftill continuing
to make I Encroachments on our Fifheries;
and {piriting up the Jndians with confider-
able Prefents, and fair Promifes, of which
we have lately had many publick and pri-
vate Accounts from that Part of the World.
An || Extra& of a Letter from a Perfon of
undoubted Veracity, dated at St. Fobn's,
Newfoundland, the 28th of O&fober laft,
received whillt the above was in the Prefs,
deferves particular Attention; and may,
therefore, properly be inferted here.

December,
1765. ’ 7. C.

% The ftri&t Adherence to Truth, in this Work,
will, it is hoped, fufficient]y apologize for Want of the
Embellithments of an Author, as it is an Affair of Bu-
finefs, and not of Party.

1 Encroachments, as appears by the Reports of Mr.
Pallifer, &c. &c.

| This Extra® was publifhed in the Gazetteer of
Thurfday the 5th In{’taqt, and in the Craftfman of the
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Listract of a LETTER from St. John's, New-
foundland, O&ober 28, 1763.

¢ Dear 8ir,
Wrote you Word, fome Time ago, that
& about 300 of the Aowz Scotia or Mzck-
mack Indians had “got over to this Ifland,
and had landed in the Bay of Defpdasr, to
the Weftward; and we did fuppofe they
were making the beft of their Way to the
French at their two lMlands, Migueln and
St. Peter’s: Since which, 1 ém informed
that about 150 Acadians, who did not chufe
to take the Oaths, are gone and fettled at
Miquelon—don’t you fee what all this tends
to ! P Is it not clear that the- French are uﬁng
every Stratagem to make the Indians believe
that they will &till be able to fupport them?
And do they not take every Opportunity of
fhewing their Men of War as far up the Ri-
ver St. Laurence as poﬁibleP All the French
Men of War were loaded with Goods of
various Kinds, fome Part of which was for
Préfents for the Indians, and the reft ‘to
fmuggle for our Fith, . Their Men of War
were often feen on the.Banks by our Fither-
men; then they difappeared for a Time,
-and
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and nobody could fay where they were gone,
notwithftanding our Men of War did every
Thing that could be done in ferretting of
‘them from Place to Place.

If proper Care is not taken of us, this
Fithery .muft be loft; and we, in a little
Time, fall a Sactifice.

" I'know the Opinion of many of the great
“People at Home, that our Men of War will
be fufficient to protect us ; but I will venture
to fay, that all the Men of War in England
cannot do it whilft the French Settlements
are {o near us,

The Weather will not permit the Men of
War to keep the Seas late, nor even to lic in
the Harbours in Safety; that is the Time
the French and Indians will make their In-
curfions, and deftroy us: And I fay, that
nothing but refpectable Garrifons with Land
Forces will keep them in Awe :---You know
that thefe have always been my Sentiments.”



