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HE various Attempts, which

2 have been made to traduce
Major General Shirley’s Condu@ in
his late military Command in ANVorzh
America, make it needlefs to apologize
for the Publication of the following
Sheets; the fole Intent whereof is togive
a plain NVarrative of the Meafures,
which he purfued in the Execution of

his
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his Truft, that a right Judgment may
be formed of his Behaviour in the Dif-
charge of it; and his Condu@ ftand
vindicated from all Imputations of
having been any ways acceffary to any
of the Misfortunes, which have befallen
his Majefty’s Service in the Courfe of
the prefent War,

In doing this, the Author fhall ad-
vance fuch Faés only, as will ftand the
Teft of the /fric7e/t Examination.

If this Account was to have a Re-
trofpe@ to the laft War with Framce
in North America, of which Mr.
Shirley had the chief Dire@ion at Land,
it would open a Field of Natisnal
Services, which were principally owing

to
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to his Vigilance, A&ivity and Con=
du& : The Prefervation of Nova
Scotia from falling into the Enemy’s
Hands, when in the moft imminent
Danger of being loft; the Acquifi-
tion of Cape Breton ; the fmall
Number of Forces with which both
Services were effe@ed ; the 42/ Ex-
pence to the Nation, with which they
were attended ; the * Oeconomy ufed
by him in making all juft Savings to
the Crown ; and the Effeé which the
Conqueft then made had towards ex-
tinguifhing the War, are Matters, which
muft be recent in the Memory of thofe,
who are verfed ‘in the public Tran-
{a&ions of that Period.

# Of this the late Mr. Pelbam, Firft Lord Com-
miflioner of the Treafury did him the Honour to
take public Notice in Parliament,

But
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But as it is not intended to veil Mif~*
carriages, which Mr. vSZiz’rZey' may :have:
been guilty of dﬁring his late Com-".
mand, with Merit, which might be
claimed for him from his former Ser-
vices, the Author fhall confine himfelf
within the Compalfs of the prefens War,
and the Hoftilities immediately pre-

ceding it.

THE



Major General Shirley.

2,5780.2¢ HE Earl of HoldernefJe fignified his 1753

»_r-/

e ’z% Majefty’s Commands to the feve-
33 ral Governors of North America,
¢ That in cafe the Subjeéts of any
"« foreign Prince or State fhould
t prefume to make any Incroachments in the
¢« Limits of his Majefly’s Dominions, or to
<« eret Forts on his Majefly’s Lands, or to
« commit any other A& of Hoftility; and
¢ fhould, upon a Requifition made to
¢ them to defift from fuch Proceedings, per-
« fit in them, they thould draw forth the
«arm’d Force of their refpetive Province
¢« and ufe their beft Endeavours to repel Force
¢ by Force.”
* Mr. Shirley, before his receiving thefe
Orders, had gained Intelligence that the

* Then Governor of the Maffachufets Bay.
B

Froinch

ug. 28,
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1753 French had greatly increafed their Settlements
upon each Side of the River Chaudiere, which
falls into that of St. Lawrence, a few Miles
above the City of Quebec; and that they were
proceeding to make Settlements at about 30
Miles Diftance, upon a noted * Carrying-
place, that feparates the Head of the Chaudiere
from the Kennebeck ; which laft River affords
the Irench a fhorter Paffage from Quebec for
making Defcents upon the Provinces of the
Maflacbufcts Bay, and New Hampfhire, and
deftroying the King’s Woods there (from
whence the Royal/ Navy is in a great meafure
fupplied with white Pines for Mafts, Yards,
and Bowiprits) than any other Route what-
ever; and from which the Indians, during the
War between them and New England in 1723
and 1724, had made all their Incurfions and
Ravages upon the Eaftern Parts of the Ma/fa-
chufets Bay ; that the Norridgwalk Indians in-
habiting within his Majefly’s Territories had

— given the new French Settlers Liberty to hunt

= 1Ny Where in that Country, as a Recompence
tor the Service, they were to be of to them in
Time of War with the Engli/b, by fup-
plying them with Provifions and military
Stores; and that the Arrefigunnticook, Norridg-
walk, and Penobfcot Indians were upon the
Point of breaking out into Hoftilities againft
Mar, 28.the Ergliyh ; wherefore in confequence of his
Majefty’s Orders be laid thefe feveral Matters

* Culled by the Indians TF awandawanock,
before
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before the Maffachufets Affembly, and recom- 1754
mended to them the building a ftrong Fort™"v""’
near the Head of the River Kennebeck, above
the Head Quarters of the Norridgwalk In-
dians, and to pufh on the Engli/h Settlements
there in a defenfible manner; in order to fe-
cure the Province from the Encroachments of
the French in thofe Parts, and either hold the
Indians in a due Dependence, or oblige them
to abandon the River,

The Aflembly, in anfwer to Mr. Shirley’s Apil g
Speech, told him, ¢ They looked upon it
““to be of abfolute Neceflity that the French
“ thould, at all Events, be prevented from
“ making any Settlements whatever upon the
“ River Kennebeck, or the Carrying-place at
¢ the Head of it, -

¢« That they defired bim to order a new
“ Fort to be erected about 120 Feet {quare,
““as far up the River above Richmond Fort as
¢« he fthould think fit.

¢ That they defired b¢ would order a fufhi-
“ cient Force up to the Carrying-place to re-
“ move the French, that might be fettled
¢ there ; but that, as they apprehended their
¢ Succefs, nextunder Providence, would de-
¢ pend very much upon his taking this Af-
“ fair into his immediate Care and Dire&ion,
““ they prayed him to fubmit to the Inconve-
¢ niences of a Voyage to the Eaftern Parts of
“ the Province, and there give fuch Orders
‘“ as he fhould find neceflfary; and that his
¢ Perfon might be fecure againft any At-

: , ‘ ¢ tempts
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1754 < tempts of the French and Indians, and he

b=~/ be enabled to effect the building the Fort,
¢¢ and to deftroy any French Settlements, that
¢« might be carrying on, they would make
¢« Provifion for the Pay and Subfiftence of
¢ roo Men” (which they afterwards aug-
mented to 8oo) ¢ and that they would make
¢ ample Provifion for his Voyage, and an In-
« terview with the Indians, if be fhould think
« proper ; hoping that by his prudent Manage-
« ment thofe Indians would be convinced,
¢ that it was their Intereft to continue in
« Peace with the Englt/b.”

In the Summer following Mr, Shirley pro-
ceeded to the Eaftern Parts of the Province
with the Troops raifed for that Service, re-
newed a Treaty of Peace with the Norridg-
walk and Penobfcot Indians at Falmouth, and
with their Confent built Fort #effern and Fort
Halifax upon the River Kennebeck, the former
about 37 Miles from the Mouth of it, and the
other about §4; and the Troops penetrated
to the head of the Kenncbeck, and very near
the head of the Carrying-place, which divides
it from the Chaudiere ; but found no French
Settlements either upon the Kennebeck or Car-
rying-place, the French having been prevented,
as appeared afterwards, from making any, by
the Attempts they were engaged in upon
the Oh:o. :

Of thefe Proceedings Mr. Skirfey tran{mit«
ted an Account to his Majefly's Miniflers in
£inglaiid, and about the fame Time repre-

fented
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fented the imminent Danger, which he 1754
apprehended the neighbouring Province of™"v=J
Nova Secatia was expofed to from the Forti-
fications, and other Incroachments of the
French upon the Iffbmus, and the Peninfula
there, and St. Fobn's River in the Bay of
Funda, as alfo from the fudden Attacks, which
might be formed againft it from St. Fobn’s
Wland, Louifbourg and Qyebec.

In anfwer to the former, Mr. Shirley receiv’d Sept. 6.
in a Letter from Sir Thomas Robinfon, then one
of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
his Majefty’s Royal Approbation of the Service
upon the River Kennebeck, with Orders to
communicate it to the 4fesbly ; and upon hisSept. 30,
Return from that Expedition his Majefty’s
Orders were fignified to him in another Let-
ter from Sir Thomas Robinfon, whereby he was
dire€ed to concert Meafures with Mr. Law-
rence, Licutenant Governor and Commander
in Chief of the Province of Nova Scotia, for
attacking the French Forts in that Province.
. Mr. Lawrence having got Intelligence, thatNov, 25,
the French defigned to make a {peedy Effort
for extending their Incroachments upon the
Peninfula, Meafures were concerted (purfuant
to his Majefty’s Orders) between Mr. Shirley
and him for mzking an Attempt eaily in the
Spring to prevent the Execution of their
Scheme, by removing them from their Forts
~on the Ifhmus, and St. Jobrw's River ; for
which Purpofe it being neceflary to raife
2000 New England Men to aét in Conjun&iog

wit
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Dec. 1.

Dec. 8.
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with fuch a Part of his Majefly’s Regular
Forces in Nova Scotia as could be. {pared for
that Service ; and to furnith 12 Pieces of bat-
tering Cannon, military Stores, &¢, neceffary
for carrying on fuch an Enterprize, Mr. Shir-
ley took that Part upon him; and in erder to
facilitate the raifing of the Men, as well as to
make a Saving to the Crown, they were in-
lifted under his own Command, as Colonel
of the Regiment.*

Mr. Shirley received his Majefly’s Orders
for raifing a Regiment of Foot in North Ame-
#ica confilting of 1000 Men, to be command-
ed by himfelf.

He informed Sir Thomas Robinfon, that he
thould proceed to raife 2o00 Men for the
Service of Nova Scotia, and made all neceffary
Preparations for carrying the propofed Expe-
dition into Execution ; and as good {mall
Arms were not to be procured in the Colonzes,
he acquainted him that it was abfolutely ne-
ceflary, that 2000 Stands fhould be fent from
England in Time to arrive at Boffon early in

April.

* The 1ft Battalion was commanded by Captain Fohn
Winflow, late oi his Majefty’s 4oth Regiment, an old ex-
perienced Officer, particularly in the American Service, to
whom Mr. Shirley gave a provincial Commiffion of Lieu-
tenant Colonel upon this Occafion ; the Second by Cap-
tain George Scott of his Majefty’s 4oth Regiment, whofe Qua-
lifications for this Command in every Refpeét Mr. Shirley
was acquainted with from a perfet Knowledge of his Ser-
vices in Nova Scotia 5 to whom Mr. Shirley likewife upon
this efpeaial Occafion gave a provincial Commiffion of
Licutenant Colonel, :

By
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By this Time Mr. Shir/ey had near com- 1755,

pleated his own Regiment, as alfo the twoﬁ"\""'
New England Battaillons of 1000 each, deftin'd” "
for the Service of Nova Scotia ; and having
received Intelligence in the Summer preceed-
ing, that the Frexch defign’d to build a2 new
Fort, and extend their Encroachments at
Crown Pornt, and being of Opinion that the
Expedition for driving the French of Canada
out of Nova Scotia might give the Colonies a
favourable Opportunity to form another a-
gainlt Crown Poinf, and that that Attempt
would at the fame time make a Diverfion in
favour of the Expedition in Nova Scotia, pro-
pofed to the four Governments of New En-
gland and Province of New Yovrk, to carry
one on againft the French in that Quarter with
upwards of 4000 Men, and particnlarly re-
commended the engaging the Indians of
the Six Nations in it, and that Colonel Fobnfon,
as he had a confiderable Influence over them,
fhould be Commander in Chief of the Expe-
dition ; and upon this Occafion he recom-
mended to the Government of Penfilvania,
which had then fome religious Scruples againft
raifing Troops, to contribute zbeir Quota of
the Expence of this Expedition in Provifions ;
all which was comply’d with.

Mer. Shirley received a Letter from Sir Tho- Mar. 14.
mas Robinfon acquainting him, that Major Ge-
neral Braddock would {foon arrive in Virginia
with two Regiments under his Command, and
dire&ting A7, upon bis being notified by Mr,

. Brad-
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Braddock of his Arrival, to meet him at fuch

v~ Time and Place, as thouldbe moft convenient

Mar, 18.

Mar. 3r.

for both.

He received a Letter by Exprefs from Ge-
neral Braddock acquainting him with his Ar-
rival ; that he had Orders to have an Interview
with him, and defiring him to meethim as foon
as he could at Awnapolis in Maryland ; and
in the mean time he communicated to him
tie Plan of the Expedition under his own
inmediate Command againft the French Forts

vpon the Chio, to be carried on with the two
Britifb Regiments, he had brought with him
from England, and the Irregulars of Virginia
and Maryland, and propofed to him for his
Confideration, an Attempt to be made at the
tame Time for the Redu®ion of the French
vorts at Niagara with the two Corps of the
coth and fzf’c Regiments, to be conduéted
m.deﬁ kis Ccmmand

My Slirley, at the Time of receiving this
Letter, was clofely engaged in mal\mg the
nccr:)'i'xry Preparations for fitting out in due
Time the two Expeditions againft the French
in Nova Seotia and at Croton Point (the Suc-
cefs of the former of which more efpecmlly
depended upon the Difpatch of it) befides
minng his own Regiment and the Bufinefs of
his Civil Adminifiration within his Govern-
ment.

As foon as he could finifth the nccbﬁ"ary
Or;irrs tor car: mﬂ on the i’i’”’l ~tions  of
botl Topeding e in hx Abitnce, {0 as that the

Neva



R A

Nova Scotia Regiment might eémbark with 1755

its Artillety, Provifions, and Stores upon the

Arrival of the 2000 Stands of Arms from

Englind (in cafe thdt fhould happen before

his Return to Boffor) and he had f{o fettled

Matters among the four Colonies of New Eng-

land, as to {fecure the Preparations of the Ex-

pedition dgainft Grown Point from any Mif-

carriage among thermi during his Abfence

(both which Bufinefles neceffarily took him up

to th= 3oth of March) Mr. Shirley then fet out,

the Snow lying deep on the Ground in New

England, to meet General Braddock, and by

the 14th of Apri/, after being retarded three

Days in his Journey to New London by tempeftu-

ous Weather, and obliged there to crofs the

Sound of New York with his Carriages and

Horfes, and travel almoft the whole length of

Long Ifland by Land, arrived at Alexandria in

Virginia, where Mr. Braddock then was, be-

ing about 5350 Miles from Boffon,* -
, On

* The giving fo particular an Account of the Time,
when M. Shirley fet out from By/fon to meet General Brad-
Hock, of the Bufinefs, which hindcred him from fetting out
fooner, and the Obfacles, he met with in his Journey to
Alexandria, is occafioned by his being taxed, in a Pam-
phlet intitled ¢ Geographical, Hiftorical; Political, Philofo-
¢ phical and Mechanical Effays, No. 2. by Lew:s Evans,”
with having, by his dilatory Proceedings, made General
Braddock wait three Weeks at Annapolis and Alexandria for
an Interview with hini 3 which delayed his March fo long
as prevented his arriving at Fort Duguefne before the fn-
#ians, who  attacked him at the Alonongakela, joined the

Frenk s
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1755. On the fame Day General Braddock, after
ma Conference with Mr. Shirley and Captain
P T4 Keppell, Commander of his Majefty’s Ships
then in North America, determined upon car-

rying on three Expeditions to the Northward,

viz. one againft the French Forts at Niagara ;
another againft their Incroachments in Nova
Scotia 3 and the other againft Crown Point ;

the firft of them to be carried on with the
Troops of the goth and 51ft Regiments, then
railing, under the Command of Mr. Shirley ;

the fecond to be profecuted upon the Plan,

and according to the Meafures concerted be-
tween Mr. Shirley and Mr. Lawrence ; and

that againft Crown Point upon the Plan fettled

French 5 and thereby occafioned his Defeat ; whereas it
appears by the foregoing Account, that Mr. Shirley ufed all’
the Expedition in meeting Mr. Braddock, that his Majefty’s
other Service, which he wuas neceflarily engaged in at
Eo/tor, the Diftance of the Place of meeting, and the Seafon
of the Year would admit: In fa&, General Braddocks
March from .Ylwendvic, where his Head Quarters were,
waus not in the leaft delayed by this Interview 5 the two laft
Duificns of his Troops and part of his Artillery were not
moved from Alexandria till three Days after Mr. Shirley’s
Arrival there 5 and befides it is publickly known that Ge-
neral Braddect was detained by various Difappointments
feven Weeks after Mr Shirley left Alexandria 3 of which he
complained in a Letter to Mr. Shirley from Fort Cumber-
land, wherein he fays, “ 1 cannot exprefs the Difap-
« pointments, Negligence, Difhonefty, and Oppofition I

have met with in the Expedition under my Command,
which muft unavoidably retard my March a Month later

than I at firft intended ; I moft fincerely wifh you may
“ e frec from thefe Troubles,”

(14

(1

~

[y

by
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by Mr. Shirley : As to the Expedition againft 1755-
the French Forts upon the Obro, that was
determined upon by Mr. Braddock before Mr.
Shirley's Arrival at Alexandria ; the two Bri-

tifh Regiments being all marched from thence

to Winchefier with the Baggage, Attillery, Tc.
except two Divifions of the 48th, which
marched in three Days after.

General Braddock appointed Colonel Fobsz- Apr. !6
Jon to be {ole Superintendant of the Indians of
the Five Nations, with Infthiuctions to engage
as large a Number of them as he could for
his Majefty’s Service in the Expedition againft
Crown Point, Niagara, and the French Forts
upon the Obzs; and about the fame time
ordered Captain King with two independent
Companies of New 2Xork under his Com-
mand, and Captian Bradffreet with two Com-
panies of the gift Regiment under Ais, to
proceed forthwith to Ofwego for the Pro-
tection of the Fort there, until Mr. Skirley’s
Arrival, and to ftrengthen it as {oon as might
be.

It being judged neceffary by the Council Apr 17-
held at Alexandria, that one or more armed
Veflels, of about 60 Ton each fhould be
built upon the Lake Ontario for fecuring the
Command of it; the Care of ordering that Part
of the Service”was committed to Mr. Shir-
ley.

}N.[r Shirley fet out from Alexandria upon Apr. 12.
his Return to Beflon, and in pafling through
C2 P/Jz/a-
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Apr. 235.
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Philadelphia veceived a Letter from Sir Tha-
mas Robinfon, acquainting him with his Ma-
jeftys Approbation of his Defign to raife the
20c0 New Ewngland Men, and his Majefty’s
Orders to compleat them; and informing
him, that his Majefty had ordered 2000 Stands
of Arms to be fent to him at Boffon.

Mr. Shirley judging upon further Con-
fideration, that his own Regiment, with fuch
Part of the gift as was likely to be raifed in
Time for the Expedition againft Niagara,
would not be a fufficient Force for effecting
the Service under his Command upon the
Lake Ontario, againft the Oppofition, which
might be cxpected there in the Defence of fo
important a Place to the French, in his return
through the Province of New erfey procured
an Act of the Affembly then fitting, for- leav-
ing the Regiment of that Province confiftin

of 500 Men (which by their late A& was

_Apr. 29. 4

confined to be employed in the Service againft
Crown Point) at Liberty to proceed under Ais
Command to Ofawcgo; which Difpofition of it
was afterwards confirmed by General Brad-
dock. |
Mr. Shirley arrived at New Yvr4, where he
found that the two Companies of the st
Regiment ordered by General Braddock to pro-
ceed, as foon as might be, to Ofwego, were
detained for want of Money to pay the Men
their Subfiftence (the Depuz‘y Pay-mofler Ge-
neral for the Northern Diftrict not being then
: arrived
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arrived in America) and of Battoes ; the pro- 1755-
viding of which laft was committed to the v~
Care of the Lieutenant Governor of New
York : Wherefore, in order to difpatch Cap-
tain Bradfireet with the two Companies for
Ofwego, be procured Money to {fupply the
commanding Officer of the Regiment for
that Purpofe : During his Stay there he like-
wife fettled Colonel Fobnfor’s * Commifiion
and Inftruétions, together with the neceffary
- Preparations for the Campaign to Crown Point,
the Plan of Operations to be purfued, the Ap-
pointment of the neceflary Officers for the
Indians which were to be engaged in that Ex-
pedition, and other Matters relative to them,
Fc. as alfo feveral with the Lieutenant Go-
vernor of New Yovrk for fupplying both that
and the Niagara Expedition with Artillery
and Ordnance Stores, and other things relative
only to the former of them : He fettled like-
wife, before he left New York, Captain Brad-
Sreet’s Inftructicns tor forwarding the Building
of the two Sloops upon the Lake Ontaris, to-

ether with two fmall Schoor.>rs or Row
Gallies of about 20 Ton each icr Tenders
to them ; as alfo the neceflary Orders for
hiring Seamen, contra&ing with Builders and

* By this Commiffion (being a provincial one) Colonel
Fobnfon was appointed by Mr. Shirley, Major General and
Commander in Chief of the provincial Ferces employed in
that Expediton,

"Workmen,
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1755- ‘Workmen, and for procuring Provifions and
all manner of Stores for that Expedition.

It muft be obferved here, that when Mrt.
Shirley was firft ordered to Ofiwego, the Paffage
thither was very little known to any but a few
Officers, who had been pofted at the Gar-
rifon there, and a few Indian Traders of Al-
bany and Schenetiada, who ufually went there
once a Year, in the Spring (when the Waters
are high) in Battoes, with Goods fuitable for
that Trade, and returned towards the Begin-
ning of Winter: Upon Inquiry Mr. Shirley
found, that every thing wanted at Ofiwego
muft be firft embarked at New 2v7% on board
Sloops, and fent 160 Miles up Hudfin’s Ri-
ver to Albany, there landed, and tranfported
16 Miles to Schenettada; that there they
muft be put on board Battoes on the Mo-
bawks River, up which they were to proceed
againft the Stream about 140 Miles to the
great Carrying-place at Oneida ; that the Paf-
fage up that River was rendered very difficult
by a great Number of Falls, Rifts of Rocks,
and Shoals, which at all times are bad, but in
dry Seafons almoft impaffable ; and that in one
Part of it, within five Miles of the upper Mo-
bewks Caftle at Conajobara, there was a Fall
called from thence the Conajobara Fall, which
entirely interrupts the Navigation of the River
for above a Mile, at which Place all the Bat-
toes and their Cargoes were dragged by Hand
over Land ; that at the Oncida Carrying-place,

wherz
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where the Battoes leave the Mobawks River, 1755
the Land Carriage to the #ood Creek, in the
Spring, when the Waters are high, was four
Miles acrofs, but in the Summer eight, to
the Place where the Canada Creek falls into
the Wood Creek; the Road extremely bad
for the moft part, through Swamps and
Marfhes ; and about 6o Miles from any In-
habitants, except only two or three Indian Fa-
milies which refided there, and kept a few
Horfes and Sledges to carry over the Traders
Goods ; that there was no Houfe or Place to
thelter Goods from the Weather, there be-
ing no Ufe for one, as the Traders always fe-
cured their Goods in their Battoes, {o that they
could not be hurt by it; and as there gene-
rally arrived at the Carrying-place no more
than two or three Battoes at a time, they could
always get over in one Day : That the Navi-
gation through the #ood Creck to the Oneida
Lake, which is 28 Miles, was very difficult,
the Creek being then choak’d up with great
Logs and Trunks of Trees, which had fallen
into it; through which a narrow Paffage had
been cut, broad enough only to admit one of
the {mall Battoes to pafs through at a time ;
that from the Oneida Lake to Ofwego there
were many other Difficulties in the Paflage;
the Onondago River having feveral bad Falls
and Rifts, and particularly one Fall within
12 Miles of Ofwego, where the whole River
tumbles over a perpendicular Rock of above
16 Feet high ; which occafions the Battoes to
be
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i755. be landed there, and dragged over a Catry=
“ing-place of about 50 Yards; that from
thence down to Ofwego, the River was very
rapid and dangerous in many Places ; that for
almoft the whole Length of the Paflage from
Schenectada to Ofawego, being 240 Miles, the
Banks of the Rivers and Creeks were covered
with thick Woods and Brufh, which put it
into the Power of the Enemy to ambufh the
Battoes in their Paflage whenever they pleas’d,
unlefs Precautions were taken to prevent
them ; and that it would be neceffary to em-
ploy at leaft goo Battoes between Scheneélada
and Ofwego to carry down the Stores and Pro-
vifions requifite for the Expedition under his
Command; there being not above 20 Battoes
then to be purchafed or hired in the Province
of New York.

To get over as many of thefe Difficulties as
might be, Mr. Shiriev, before he left New
Fort, gave Orders for a Number of Carpen-
ters to be employed at Schenedtadn, Albany,
and New York, in building 5oo new Battoes;
witich were compleated in fix Weeks ; like-
wile for one Party to be empléyed in clearing
the Avhawks River and FWood Creek {rom as
many Obftructions in them as was poifible ; an=
other to be fent to the Falls at Conajobara, to
make a paffable Road there, and another to
build t©wo Store Houfes on the Oneida Carry-
1r.g-plice, at each End one s which laft Party,
atter effecting that, proceeded to mend the
Road over the Carrving-place ; and widened

the
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the Paﬂ'age through the Wood Creek, which 1755
they cleared higher up than it was before, =2
and thereby made the Land Carriage three
Miles. thorter.

While this was doing by People hired in
the Province of New York, Mr. Shirley, foon
after his Arrival at Bofton, ordered two Com-
panies of Sir William Pepperells Regiment,
then at New York, to be compleated to 100
Men each, and to proceed to the great Carry=~
ing-place, there to guard the Store Houfes and
Paflage acrofs, and to be employed in clearmg
the Woods on the Sides of the Road, upon
which they worked, till the reft of the Troops
arrived there.

Mr. Shirley arrived from New York at Harte May gs
Jord in Conneéticut, where he found the Ge-
neral Affembly fitting, and that a Stop was put
to the raifing that Government’s Quota of
Men for the Crown Point Expedition, being
1200, on Account of the Afferhbly’s infifting
that Mr. Shirley thould give the commanding
Oﬂicer of their Forces a Commiffion and
Rank as the fecond in Command after Ma-
jor General Fobnfon ; which Point he was
obliged to ftay there one Night to fettle with
the Governor ; after which he fet out the next
Morning for Bcﬁon

Mr. Shirley reached Boffon, where he found May 13-
the 2000 Stands of fmall Arms, which were
deftin’d for the Service of the Expedmon
againft the Fremch Incroachments in Nova
Scotia, arrived from England, and in five Days

after
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1755. after all the New England Forces embarked
“~~for Fort Lawrence at Chiegnetlo, where they
arrived the 2d Day of Fune, and within fe-
venteen Days, in Conjuné¢tion with 400 of the
regular Troops of his Majefly's three Regi-
ments there, attacked and reduced the French
Forts at Beau Sejour, and at Gafpereau near
Bay Verte, made the Garrifons Prifoners ; and
in a fhort time after, upon two of his Majefly’s
Ships of War's appearing before the French
Fort fituated on the River of St. fobr’s, about
three Miles above the Mouth of 1t, the Gar-
rifon there burft their Cannon, demolithed
their Works as much as they could, evacuated
the Fort, and retired up the River to their
other Settlements upon it.

After the Reduction of the French Forts, it
being found neceflary by Mr. Lawrence for the
Security of the Province, to remove the Ara-
dians (commonly called French Neutrals) out
of it, and diftribute them among his Majefly’s
other Northern Colonies, the New England
Troops were employed in that Service, and
remained in the Province to affift in its De-
fence till the refpe@ive Terms of their Enlift-
ments were expired ; when they infifted upon
their Difcharges, except a Company of 150
Rangers, which were raifed out of them,
and others, who inlifted into the King’s Re-
giments there.

For Mr. Shirley’s Share in the Service of
this Expedition he had the Honour to have

his
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his Majefly’s Royal Approbation of it fignified 1755
to him in a Letter from Sir Thomas Robinfon.

The Cloathing, Arms, Accoutrements,May 20.
Camp Equipage, and Stores of the goth Re-
giment (which was compleated to 1019 Rank
and File by the 24th of 4prz/, being within
four Months after its Eftablithment) arriv'd at
Bofton ; but the Troops could not march for
want of their Subfiftence being paid them,
the Deputy Pay-mafter General for the
Northern Diftri not being arrived in Ame-
rica.

The Deputy Pay-mafter arrived at Boflonz, May 28.
and within about nine Days after (which was
as foon as it could pofiibly be done) the
Troops of that Regiment were paid their Sub-
fiftence, at two different Payments, up to the
24th of Fune.

The firft Divifion, confifting of two Com= June ¢
panies (which was as large a Party as Quar-
ters could be conveniently found for in their
Route) begun their March from Boflon to the
(Town of Providence in the Colony of Rbode
Ifland, the other Companies following in like
Divifions the four fucceeding Days.

The whole Regiment failed from Provi- June 16.
dence for Albany, being about 4 50 Miles diftant
from Bgfton, and arrived there the 28th, and
debarking on the goth marched that Day to
Schenectada, where they found the New Fer-

Jey Regiment arrived before them.

Before Mr. Shirley left Boffon the Maffachu-
Jets Aflembly being of Opinion, that the Force
o | D 2 he
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he was to carry with him to Ofwego would not
“be fufficient to make a Reduction of the
Frencb Fort at Niagara, upon his Apphcatlop

vpaﬁ'ed a Vote to enable him to carry with

him soo of fuch of the Troops, that were
raifed by that Province for the Expedltxon
againft Crown Point, as would inlift with him,
provided the other Colonies concerned con-
fented to it ; to which all except that of Con-
necicut agreed whofe Refufal prevented hxm
from having that Augmentatron of the Forces
under his Command.

Mr. szrley havmg fettled all Matters rela-
tive to the Expedition againft Crown Point,
fet out from Bcﬁon, and arrived at New Yoré

the 2d of fuly; foon after which the Re-

mainder of Pepperells Regiment embarked

from thence for Albany, and proceeded di-

July 4

re@ly to Schenectada, leaving only a Detach-
ment at Albany to efcort Mr. Shirley from
thence.

Upon Mr. Shirley’s Arrival at New York he
found a full Stop put to the Preparations for
the Expedition againft Crown Point, with re-
fpect to the Articles of Artillery and military
Stores, which the Governments of Maffa-
chufets Bay and New York had agreed to fur-
nith between them, depending that the Colo-
nies of Connecticut, New Hampfbire, and Rbode
Jfland would pay their Proportxons of the
Expence; but that not being done, the Go-
yernment of New York declined partmg with

the
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the Stores without aGual Payment or Security 1755
gwen ! Y__\H

After having removed this Obftacle to the juyy s.
Expedition’s proceeding, by putting into the”
Hands of the Government of New Yor a fuffi-
cient Quantity of the Penfilvania Provifions,
as a Security for rc1mburﬁng them on Ac-
~count of the beforementioned Articles, and
advanced about 1cool. Sterling of his own
Money towards the Expence of tranfportmg
the Artillery and OrdnanceStores,in Confidence
of being reimburfed by the New England Co-
lonies, he embarked for Albany.

Mr. Shirley arrived at Albany, and finding July 19-
that the Embarkation of the New er_'/' oy and
soth Regiments, and the five Companies of the
s1ft, which were at Scbeneéfaa’zz, together with
their Provifions and the Artillery and Stores,
would take up fome Weeks ; which might be
employed by him more profitably for his Ma-

7¢fly’s Service in ftaying there to forward the
"Expedition againft Crown Point, than going to
Scheneétada to attend the Embark,atxon of the
Troops and Stores from thence, he commit-
ted the latter to the Care of Lieutenant Colonc!
Ellifon, commanding Officer there : This Em-
barkation was made in feven Divifions, the
five firft of which took up till the 23d Day of
j’uly, occafioned by want of Battoe-men and
Slay-men with Horfes at the feveral Carrying-
places, of both which Mr. Shirley found him-
felf greatly dg,(appomted particularly in the

County
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County of Alkany ; upon which his whole
Dependance was for them.

This Time Mr. Shir!y employed at Albany
in forwarding the Expedition agaiaft Crown
Point in every Branch of it; and in order to
difpatch the Troops, fupplied General Yobn-
Jfon with so Barrels of Gunpowder apd fome
other Articles out of the Stores of the Expe-
dition under his own Command, and with a
Draft upon the Deputy Pay-mafter General
for 3000/. Sterling, to enable him to carry as
many Indians to Crown Point as he could ;
and having ftayed at 4/bany until the firt Di-
vifion of the provincial Troops, confifting of
1000 Men, was in Motion upon their March
towards Crown Point, be fet out the Day fol-
lowing for Scheneflada with 30 Stockbridge
Indians who had engaged ta go with him to
Ofwego.

He arrived‘at Scheneétads, where he found
Lieutenant Colonel Ellifon had embarked but
the Day before with the fifth Divifion of the
soth Regiment for Ofwego ; and that Lieu-
tenant Colonel Mcrcer with five Companies of
the 5ift, and one of the goth, were flill re-
maining for want of Battoe-men.

Mr. Shirley embarked with g7 Battoes load-
ed with military Stores, Provifions and other
Neceflaries for the Expedition ; together with
about 200 Regular Troops, 150 Battoe-men
and 40 Indians (having increafed his Indians

to that number at Schenectada) for Ofwego,
leaving
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leaving Orders for Lieutenant Colonel Mercer to 1755
follow him as foon as poffible with the reft
of the Provifions and military Stores, and the
remaining three Companies of the g1ft except
a Detachment of a Lieutenant and 40 Men,
which were ordered to remain behind for fafe-
guarding fuch Battoes, as thould be employed
upon the Mobawks River (which then begun
to be infefted with Enemy Indians) in carrying
Provifions and Stores for the Garrifon at O/
wego : and upon his Paffage up that River he
vifited the two Caftles of the Mohawks whom
he addrefled in the following Terms; Vi,
« Brethren, ‘
““ Colonel Fobnfon will fully inform you,
‘ that with the unanimous Approbation of
“ the Governments of the Majfachufets Bay,
* New York, Conneéticut, Pifcatagua and Rhbode
““ Wland, 1 haveappointed him tobe Commander
“in Chief of 4700 Englifh for the recovery of
‘ your Lands upon the Lake Iroguots out of
¢ the Hands of the French, and removing their
“ Forts and other Incroachments from thence,
¢« The principal Motives, which have in-
“ duced me to appoint Colonel fobnfon to this
“ Command, and thofe Colonies to approve
“ of it, were his diftinguithed Friendthip for
“you, and the Truft and Confidence you
¢ have for many Years repofed in him: and
*“ we have therefore thought him the beft
¢ Perfon to have the Condu¢t of this impor-
“ tant Bufine(s, which fo nearly concerns
‘ your Interefts, committed to him. ‘
“ But
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‘ Bat this Teftimony of mine, and your
‘ Brethren’s good Difpofition and affectionate
¢ Regard for you, is a {fmall Matter in compa-

“ rifon of that, which his Excellency General
“ Braddock the Commander in Chief of the
“ Great King George your Father’s Armies

“ upon this Continent, hath given you in the
¢ Declaration, he hath fent you in his Royal
‘“ Mafter’s Name, his ‘Confirmation of my
¢ Choice of Colonel fobnfon to command that
“ Part of the Kinmg’s Army which is to a&t
“ at Lake Iroguois, and his furthar Appoint-
“ ment of him to take the fole Management
“ of your Affairs upon himfelf exclufive of
« all others, whom he hath forbid to inter-
¢“ meddle therein.

« Befides the Recovery of your Landsupon
*“and near Lake Iroguois, and the Removal
““ of the French Incroachments there, the
““ King your Father hath ordered his General
“ to recover your Country on the North Side

< of the Lakes Onzario and Erie for you from
“the Irench; the chief Command in the
¢ Exeeution of which is committed to me.

“ Thefe Lands you well know, Bretbren, by
¢ authentic Deeds placed among the Records
“of New York, were furrenderd by your
“ Anceftors into the Hands of the Great
“ King your Father, for his Mcye/t’y to

“ prote¢t for them and their Defcendants for
‘“ ever.,

¢ Nothmg therefore, Brethren, how re-
¢ mains wanting to reftore the Indians of the

leaving
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st Fyve Nutions to their former Pofleflions, and '75.
¢ ancient Superiority which they maintained
*“ over-the other Indians upon this Continent
“ before the French (our and their avowed
¢ Enemies) found Means by their Artifices to
¢ break their united State, and afterwards
¢« draw fome of them off from their Obedience
‘““to the Great King their Father, but to re-
¢ uniteand ftrengthen his Handsin recovering
‘< his Children’s Country for them, and driv-
“ ing the French out of it.”

After this, he had Conferenices with them,
in which he particularly prefled them to fend
off their Warriors, whom General Fobnfor had
engaged to follow him in the Ezpedition
againft Crown Point, giving Sachem Hendrigue,
who commanded them, a * Commiffion for
that Purpofe ; and contented himfelf with
obtaining from each of the Caftles an Appoint-
ment of eight of their young Men, who were
not engaged with General Fobnfon, to accom-
pany him to Ofwego.

He received an Account, as he was on hisJuly 30
Paffage up the Mobawks River, of the Defeat
of the Forces under the Command of Gene-
ral Braddock upon the Monongabelz, and Cols-

pel Dunbar’s - Retreat with the Remainder
E of

* This Commiflion was found in his Pocket, when he
was killed.

+ It is infinuated in*Lewis Evans’s beforementioned Pam-
phlet, that Colonel Dunbar’s Retreat from Lawrel Hill was

owing to fome Orders given him by Mr. Shiriey for that Pur-
a pole 5
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1755. of them from Lawrel Hill, with a defign to
“~v=~march them to Philadelphia and enter into
Winter Quarters there as foon as he could
reach it.

Aug. 8. Mr, Shirley arrived at the Oneida Carrying-
place, where he found Lieutenant Colonel Ellz-
Jfon detained for want of Slay-men, and Horfes
to tranfport the Troops, Provifions, Baggage,
and Stores fent in his Divifion, and was him-
{elf obliged to remain there on the fame Ac-

count 'till the 13th of that Month.
During his Stay at the Carrying-place he fent
Grders to Colonel Dunbar to march his Troops
from Philadelphia to Albany, as foon as might
be, in order to be ready there to affift either
in the Expedition againft Niagara, or Crows
Point, as his Majefty’s Service fhould require ;
or at leaft to cover the Country in cafe Major
General Sfobnfon fhould be defeated by the
French, and prevent the Communication be-
tween Albany and Ofwego from being cut off =
He likewife difpatched two Abany Men and
Indians to Niagara for Intelligence of the
Strength and Motions of the Enemy, with
Orders to meet him at Ofwego ; and Meflen-
gers to the Oneida, Onondago, Cayuga, and

pofe; whereasGeneral Braddack’s Defeat happened on thegth
of Fuly, at which Time Mr. Shirley was about 450 Miles
diftant from the Monongahela, and Colonel Dunbar’s Retreat
being made on the 16th, it was impofiible for him to re-
ceive any Orders from Mr. Shirly within that time; nor
did Colonel Dunbar receive any Orders whatever from him
till about the middle of Augus?, by which Time he had ad-
vanced far in his March to Philadelphia.

Sineca
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Stneca Indians to let them know of his March 1755
to Ofwego, and invite them to meet him
there.

Mr. Shirley, before he left Schenectada,
had received Advices from Cz ‘ain Bradfireet,
then Commandant at Ofwego, “that upwards of
1600 French had, at feveral times in the Sum-
mer, pafled by in Sight of the Fort towards
the Falls of Niagara, in their Way (as was
fuppofed) to the Obio, or elfe to ftréngthen
the Garrifon of Niagara ; and that in the
Month of %uly, part of them, viz. 300 French
and 200 Indians had incamped within five
Miles of Ofawego, with defign, as the Com-
mandant thought, to attack it, but that
finding the Garrifon too ftrong for their
Force they pafled on towards Niagara.

On the 17th of Auguft at Night, being up-Auvg. 17.
on his Paffage to Ofwego he received by Ex-
prefs from Captain Bradfireet a Letter, where-
in he acquainted him, ¢ that he had juft re-
¢« ceived Intelligence from Cadaragui, [Fort
«« Frontenac] of about 6oo Troops, which
« came from France that Year, befides a large
¢« Body of Irregulars being got there ; that
¢ another large Body of the Troops, which
¢ had lately arrived from France, was, together
¢« with the General, to be in a fhort time at Ca-
¢ daraqui, and that as foon as they were ar-
¢ rived with a confiderable Body of Indians
« (which was likewife expected) an Exprefs
“ was to be immediately fent from thence to
¢ Niggara ta inform the Officer, who com-
s ‘“ manded
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 manded the 500 Men, which had landed

=< near Ofiwego in Fuly laft, of their Arrival,

Auz. 8.

¢« and the Day they were to fet out to attack
¢ Ofwego, that, with all the Indians they could
« colleét from that Quarter, they might fet out
¢ at the fame time and join the French General
¢ at Ofwego.”

This Account of the Defigns of the French
againft Ofwego was afterwards fully confirmed
by fubfequent Intelligence ; but the Baron De
Dicftaw’s proceeding to Cadaraqui with all
the Troops, that he brought from France, was
prevented (as appeared afterwards) by Major
General - fobnfon's marching againft  Crows
LPoint,

Mr. Shirley arrived at Ofwego with the
Iaft Divifion but one of the Forces under
his Command, and found the Works
there, hough ftrengthened by Caprain Brad-
flrect as much as could be expected, ina
very weak Condition ; the chief Strength of
the Fort, which was mounted with five (mall
Cannon of 3 and 4 Pound Ball, confifted of a
Stone-Wall 605 Feet in Circumference and
7t Feet thick, {o ill cemented, that it could
not ftand againft Cannon of 4 Pound Shot, and
was fituated upon the South Edge of Lake Oxn-
tario on a {mall Eminence, which was com-
manded at 450 Yards Diftance to the North
Eaft by an high Point of Land, on the oppo-
fite Side of the River, and by another Emi-
nencc behind it Weftward at the Diftance of
540 Yards;aud in this cxpofed State of the

Fort,
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Fort, the French, if not hindered by armed 1753.
Veflels, might land Artillery from the Lake,
within about a Mile of the Eminences.

As it appeared to Mr. Shirley, upon a Sur-
vey of thofe two high Grounds taken on the
Afternoon of his Arrival, that the oppofite
Point on the other Side of the River was, on
Account of its advantageous Situation for
commanding the Harbour, and the old Fort,
the moft eflential Spot to be fecured, he or-
dered it to be 1mmed1ately cleared of the
Trees and Underwoods, . with which it was
thick COVClCd, and as it feemed abfolutely
neceflary, in the weak Condition of the old
Fort, that for the Defence of the Place againft
the fudden Attempts, it was threatened with
from Fort Frontenac, it fhould be firengthen’d
as foon as poffible, with fuch new Works, as
the fudden Emergency would admit of ; and
as neither zhat nor the advanced Seafon, and
the other Buildings and Works neceffary to
be finithed at Ofwego would allow Mr. Shir-
Jey, under the Circumftances he was in, to
execute that Year any Plan of Fortifications,
which would be defenfible againft heavy Ar-
tillery, he gave Orders for erecting on the
Point a ftrong Log pallifaded Fort, capable of
mounting large Cannon, and containing Bar-
racks for 300 Men, which, from the Dimen-
fions of its Logs, might be defenfible againft
Cannon of 31lb. or 41b. Ball; and, if it
fhould be thought requifite to have aﬁrong

regular
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regular Fortification build round it anotheg
Year, be of Service, whilft the new Works
were ereting : And for fecuring the Place to
the Southward of the old Fort, he determined,
as foon as Hands and Time could be {pared
for it, to have a {mall {quare Fort of Earth
and Mafonry, with four Baftions, a Rempart,
Parapet, and Ditch, containing Barracks for
200 Men, built en the other Eminence; a
particular Account of all which Mr. Shirley
tran{mitted in a Letter of the 1gth of Seprem-
ber from Ofwego, to Sir Thomas Robinfon, with
Plans of the intended Forts.

The laft Divifion of the Forces under Mr.
Shirley's Command, with Part of the Artillery
and Ordnance Stores, arrived at Ofwego with
Lieutenant Colonel Mercer 5 Carriages for g

of the largeft Pieces of Ordnance were to be

new made (thofe prepared for them before his
Arrival not being fufhciently fortified), feve-
ral other Works to be forwarded as much as
potfible before he proceeded to Niagara ; in
particular the Intelligence he had received of
the Enemy’s defigning foon to attack Ofwego,
made it not advifeable for him to draw any
confiderable Part of the Forces from it in rhe
expofed Condition, the Works were then in,
until at leaft the new Fort erecting at the
Point was inclofed, and ready to receive its
Cannon ; but if all other Circumftances had
favoured Mr. Shirley’s proceeding to Niagara,
yet from the Time of his Arrival at Ofawego to
the 18th of September, there had not been a

{ufficient
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fufficient Quantity of Provifions for viGualling 1755
the Garrifon ten Days, at any one time in the
Stores : This was occafioned by feveral Acci-
dents, but principally the Lownefs of the Wa-
ter in the Rivers, through which they were
to be carried to Ofwego, Defertion of Battoe-
men and Slay-men (it being the Time of
Harveft), and above all by the infufficient
Number of both to be found in the Country
for tranfporting the Baggage, Provifions, Ar-
tillery, and Ordnance Stores employ’d in this
Expedition, and that of Crown Poznt, which
were carrying on at the fame time. ‘

At this time the State of the Intelligencegept. 15.
concerning the Strength and Defigns of the
Enemy at Nzagara and Fort Frontenac {tood
thus.

The two Albany Traders and Indians, which
M. Shirley fent from the Omneida Carrying-
place to Niagara, were returned, and brought
him an Account, that the Fort and Garrifon
there were both in a weak Condition; that
the French told the Indians, who being well
known to the Garrifon, and unfufpected by
them, were admitted into the Fort, and con-
tinued there two Days, that they had for
fome time expeted goo Indians from Canada,
with a large Quantity of Stores, and were un-
der Concern left the Veflels, that were to
have brought them, fhould be taken by one
of the Engli/b Veflels, they having heard no-
thing of them for fome Weeks; that the
French had at Niagara 7o or 8o large Battocs;;

wit
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1755. with which they told them they intended to
v~ meet the Engly/b Veflels, and board them ;
which laft Circumftance was confirm’d by an-
other Indian, who had lately come from Ni-
agara, and upon meeting one of the Englifh
Row-Gallies upon the Lake, cautioned the
Commander of it againft proceeding further,
for that Reafon.

The Intelligence which the Parties of 4/-
bany Men and Indians, whom Mr. Shirley,
foon after his Arrival at Ofwego, fent to re-
connoitre Fort Frontenac, and the Harbour,
and other Indians, which were lately arrived
from thence, gave him of the Enemy’s
Strength and Defigns there, was as follows : -

That the French Fort was {urrounded with
a Stone Wall about fix Feet thick, and
mounted with ‘a great Number of Cannon
large and fmall; that their Magazine had a
large Number of Barrels of Powder in it ; and
that there were in their Harbour two Sloops
of about the fame Size with thofe of the Eng-
lifb 5 that there was one Encampment of re-
gular Troops near the Fort, which, from the
Number of the Tents, they judged to contain
about 600 Soldiers, and another large En-
campment of Canadeans ; that the French there
told cne of the Indians, who was a Man of
Note, and in great Confidence with them,
that they expeéted foon from Canada a much
larger Number of regular Troops, with an
Officer, they called’the General, which were
lately arrived from France, and that the Com-

mandent
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mandant of the Fort told him, that then they 1755.
defigned to make the Englih a Vifit at Oj-~—7
wego, and attack it; the Truth of which was
afterwards verified.

And Major General Fobnfon, in his Letter
dated 1ft of Seprember, from the Camp at
Lake George, acquainted Mr. Shirley, that
fome of the Indians, whom be had fent for In-
telligence to Canada, informed him, that the
French told them, there were 300 Canoes late-
ly gone to Cadaragui { Fort Frontenac).

. M. Shirley, upon laying together this Intel-
ligence, and the Account which he had be-
fore received of the Arrival of Troops from
France that Summer, and confidering thefe
Circurnftances in particular, that all Inter-
courfe between Fort Frontenac and Niagara
had been fufpended for fome time, and that
the French had laid ftill at the former of thofe
Places ever fince his Arrival at Ofwego, judged
it probable that the Enemy’s Defign was, in
cafe of his making an Attempt againft Nia-
gara (which, from its Diftance of 150 Miles,
and the advanced Seafon of the Year, would
take up 30 Days, or more, in the Execution)
to make a Defcent in the mean time againft
Ofwego from Fort Frontenac, which does not

exceed 55 Miles Diftance from it.
* The Strength of the Garrifon at Ofwego was
then as follows: The Number of Men fit for
immediate Service did not amount to more
than 1376, the Corps of which it confifted
having been much reduced by Sicknefs and
F Defer-
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1755. Defertions upon -their March, and fince their
“v==) Arrival there; and befides thefe Troops the
Number of the Albany Men and Indians,
which attended the Army, did not exceed
120.

The Accounts which Mr. Shirley had re-
ceived of the Enemy’s Garrifon and Works at
Niagara encouraged him to make an At-
tempt againft it that Year, if poffible; and as
the Works of the new Fort building vpon the
oppofite Point were fo far advanced, that he
hoped it might be ready in a few Days to re-
ceive its Artillery, he purpofed, notwithftand-
ing the Onondago Indians in particular had de-
clared to him, that the Seafon of the Year
was too far advanced for fuch an Enterprize,
to preceed to Niagara (as foon as a fufficient
Quantity of Provifions thould arrive at Ofwego)
with 600 Regulars, including Gunners and
Matrofles, belides the A4/bany Men and In-
dians, and a Train of Artillery confifting of
one Cannon of 18 Pound Shot, four twelve
Pounders, one ten Inch Mortar, one feven
Inch Hoyett, two Royals, and five fmall Swi-
vel Hoyetts, with the four Veflels, five Whale»
Boats (being all he had), and a fuitable Num-
ber of Battoes; in which cafe the Force re-
maining for the Defence of Ofivego would
have been 700 Troops fit for immediate Daty,
two Capnon of 12 Pound Ball, four nine
Pounders, 10 fix Pounders, 6 three Pounders,
end 8 Cohorns; and the Day following he
convened a Council of War for their Opinjon

upon
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upon his Intention to proceed to Niagara with 1755
the before-mentioned Force, on receiving a -
proper Supply of Provifions; and the Majo-
rity of the Members accordingly advifed him
thereto.

Hereupon Mr. Shirley ordered Preparations
to be forthwith made for the intended At-
tempt; the 60o Troops were drafted, and
held themfelves in readinefs to embark ; the
Artillery and Ordnance Stores were put on
board the Sloop Ontario, and a Proportion of
the Provifions on board the Sloop Ofwego 5 and
the reft ready to be put on board the Row-
Gallies, Whale-Boats, and Battoes, in the latter
of which it was found, that a very confiderable
Part of the Troops would be obliged to em-
bark, for want of Room, in the Veffels.

Eight Battoes, containing 40 Barrels ofSept.27.
Flour, and 13 of Bread, which were the Spe-
cies of Provifions: wanted, arrived at the
Camp; fo that there was then in Store there
14 Days full Allowance of Bread and Flour
for 2000 Mouths, which, upon the beft Cal-
culation that could be made, was the whole
Number of Troops, Albany Men, Indians,
Workmen, and Followers of the Camp; of
that Quantity Mr. Shirley determined to take
with him to Niagara 21,000 Pounds of
Bread and Flour, being 2 Allowance for
700 Men for 40 Days; in which Cafe there
would be left in Camp 8006 Pounds of Bread
and Flour, being twelve Days £ Allow-
ance for the Number, he thould leave there,

F2 which
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which by the Advices he had received from
the Oneida Carrying-place and Mobawks River,
he had the greateft Reafon to expeét would,
in the Space of a few Days, be augmented to
a full Allowance for fome Months.

For 13 Days fucceffively before this, there
had fallen immoderate Rains, and the Wea-
ther had been very tempeftuous upon the
Lake, which ftill continued, and had greatly
retarded the Works of the Garrifon, and in-~
creafed the Number of the fick ; and the A/~
bany Men and Indians (the latter of which
could not be kept from returning Home, but
promifed to join Mr. Shirly in the Spring,
with great Numbers) made fuch ftrong Re-
prefentations concerning the Seafon’s being
too late, efpecially for the Men to go to Via-

- gara in {mall Albany Battoes ; in which they
could not poffibly keep Company with the

Veflels, nor fecure their Ammunition and
Arms from being wet, and ufelefs to them in
cafe of a fudden Attack, that Mr. Shirley
found there was a confiderable Uneafinefs
among the Officers at his Intention to pro-
ceed thlther and an Apprehenfion had like-
wife prevaxled among them, from Intelligence
received the Night before, that one of the
French Veflels was feen in the Harbour of Ca-
daraqui, with its Sails bent, that Ofwego
would be taken in his Abfence: Upon this
Mr. Shirley thought proper to convene a
Council of War, the Members of which de-
clared themfelves, for many Reafons affign’d
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by them, to be unanimoufly and clearly of Opi- 1755.
nion, that it was moft advifeable for him to
defer making any Attempt againft Niagara
until the next Year, when he might take the
Advantage of an early Campaign, and not only
take, but bold Niagara,and leave Ofawego lefs ex-
pofed to the Enemy from Fort Frontenac ; and
that in the mean time, he fhould employ his
whole Strength in finithing the Forts (one of
which was not begun to be built) the Barracks,
Hofpital,and other Works at Ofwego, as much
as the Seafon of the Year would allow.

The Confideration, which had the greateft
Weight with Mr. Shirley for defifting from
the Profecution of an immediate Attempt
againft Niagara, was, that nothing more could
have been done that Year (fuppofing he had
got the Troops and Artillery fafe before it) than
to diflodge the French and demolifh their
Works, as the State of his Provifions would
not admit of his leaving a Garrifon there during
the Winter for its defence ; fo that an effe¢tual
Pofleflion of that Pafs could not have been
taken that year; whereas in the mean time,
during the Abfence of the Veflels from Ofwego
(all which it was indifpenfably neceflary for
Mr. Shirley to have taken with him upon his
Attempt againft Niagara) it would have been
in the Power of the French to have tranfported
a Train of Artillery without Oppofition acrofs
the Lake from Lort Frontenac, and have land-
ed them either at the Place where Mr. Monz-
¢alm alually landed Azs in 1756, near Fort

Ontario,
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1485, Ontario, and made themfelves Mafters of that
Fort, efpecially as it was unfinithed ; or pear
the oppofite Eminence behind the old Fort
Ofwego, where the intended new Fort was
not then degun to be built ; in either of which
Cafes they might not only have made them-
felves Mafters of Ofiwego, but muft have cut
off Mr. Shirley’s Return from Niagara ; which
would have been fatal likewife to the Troops
with him,

That it was aGually the Scheme of the
French to have attempted both, if Mr. Shirley.
had proceeded to Niggara, moft aothentic
Proof could be given, if it was praoper to make
it public. All thoughts of proceeding to Nra-
gara that Year being, according to the unani-
mous Opinion of the Council, laid afide, Mr. .
Shirley employed the whole Strength of the
Workmen and Soldiers, all the time he ftayed
afterwards at Ofiwego, in carrying on the two
new Forts and other Works and Buildings
there; an Account of which with _C,opicsvof
the two Minutes of the Councils of War held
the 18th and 27th of September, containing the
Reafons for not proceeding to Niagara, were
tran{mitted to England to be laid before his
Majefy. _

Concerning the before-mentioned two new
Forts it muft be obferved, that they were
erected without any regular Engineer at the
Diftance of 400 Miles from any Englifb Settle=
ment, where a further Supply of proper Work-
men and Materials for ftreng Fortifications

could
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could be had, and within 6§ Days, the Sea-. 1755
{on in that Climate rendering it impracticable
to work longer ; that during half that time,
they were retarded by bad Weather, in which
the Men could not work, and when they
could, part of their Labour was neceflarily em-
ployed in finifhing a Veflel then building for
his Majefty’s Service, in order to preferve the
Command of Lake Ontario, and a large Hof~
pital, and Barracks for Winter Quarters, to
contain upwards of goo Men ; the Timber for
all which was to be cut from the Stem, and
the Ground, on which the two Forts were
building, to be cleared of the Trees and Un«
derwood, with which it was covered.

In order to expedite thefe Works as much
as poffible, before the Winter fet in, Mr. Shir-
ley ftayed at Ofawego until the 23d of Ocfober ;
beyond which time the great Variety of other
Bufinefs of Importance in his Majefty’s Ser-
vice, devolved upon him after General Brad-
dock’s Death, and neceffary to be fettled and
prepared for the enfuing Campaign, and which
-abfolutely required his Prefence in the other
Colonies, (particularly the Maffachufets Bay)
would not permit him to remain there.

Mr. Shirley, upon his- going from Ofwego,
left Orders with the Commanding Officer of
the Garrifon to finith the two Forts in his Ab-
fence, the former of which (Fort Ontario)
‘was at that time~picketted round, its Barracks
-within a very few Days of being all finithed,
and was fo far compleated, as to receive its

Garrifon,
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r755.  Garrifon, mouut 8 of its Cannon,and take in its
Ordnance Stores; fo that it was defenfible
againft any Number of Men, that the French
could bring againft it with Mufquetry and
Cannon of 3 or 4 Pound Ball ; and the latter,
(Fort Ofwego) had three of its Baftions, and
the two intermediate Courtaines (except the
Parapet) finithed, and the Barracks raifed;
the Directions left concerning which were to
compleat the Parapet, and inclofe the other
two Sides with Pallifadoes only for that Win-
ter ; it being too late in the Seafon to think of
finithing the Rempart and Ditch of the
whole ; and to affift. the Commanding Of-
ficer in furnithing and ftrengthening thefe
two Forts, and the other Works at Ofiwego,
M. Shirley fent two of his Majefty’s Engineers
as early in the Spring, as he could.

As thefe Forts were calculated to defend the
Place only againft Attacks with Mufquetry
or {mall Cannon, Mr. Skirley, for fecuring 1t
againft heavy Artillery, which could be tran{-
ported thither by Water-Carriage only, de-
pended upon having a fuperior Naval Force
on Lake Ontario to that of the French ; bein
affured, that while his Majefty’s Vefels kept
the Command of the Lake, and the Officers
were vigilant in their Duty, it would be im-
practicable for the French to attack Ofawego
with any thing but Mufquetry, or even to
carry with them a fufficient Quantity of Pro-
vifions to fupport them in fuch an Attempt :
Far this purpofe he determined to have .as

many



[ 41] ,

many more armed Veflels built at Ofawego as, 1755
with thofe built before, would be a {uperior
Force to that of the French upon Lake Onta-
rio 3 and as the 4/bany Battoes, which, before
the Expedition againft Niagara, had been the
only Boats made ufe of in the Navigation be-
tween Schenettada and Ofwego, were, though
well calculated for the Mbobhawks River and
Wood Creck, verv unfit for navigating the
Lakes, and keepmg Company with Veflels in
an Expedition upon them, Mr. Shirley refolved
upon having 250 Whale-Boats capable of
holding 16 Men each, and of a built peculiarly
adapted, on Account of their Swiftnefs and
being able to live in a great Swell, for the Ser-
vice upon the Lakes, built againft the next
Spring.

He had, in the preceding Summer, ordered
a fewWhale-Boats of the ordinary Size, capa-
ble of holding eight Men (Rowers and Steerf-
man included) to be built at Rl Ifland, and
tranfported to Ofiwego; but Czprain Bradjtreet
having madz an Imp‘rove‘ment upon them
there, which rendered them much more fer-
viceable upon the Lake, Mr. &$4/-/y determin-
ed to have the 250 new ones bailt upon that
Model; and as it was much doubted whether
Boats of that Size could be conducted through
the Rifts, Shoals, and Currents, with which
the greateft Part of the Route from Schencétada
to Ofwego abounds, - it was at firft propoted to
have them built at Ofwego ; but as that would

have been more expenfive than building them
G at
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1755- at Scheneclada, and the tranfporting in them

‘ the great Quantity of Provifions, they could
contain, befides the Men, from Schenectada to
Ofwego would be a further faving to the Crown,
and Captain Bradfireet undertook to pilot fuch
a Boat between thofe two Places, Mr. Shirley
determined to make his Paffage upon his Re-
turn to Scheneflada in one of them, that it
might be afcertained whether the Navigation
of the Rivers, and #ood Creek, through which
the Paflage lay, for a Squadron of fuch Boats
was practicable or not,

Befides the beforementioned Bufinefs, in
which Mr. Shirley was engaged during his
ftay at Ofwego, there was another very ma-
terial Branch of Service, which employed
much of his Time and Attention there; viz.
the cultivating the beft Harmony and Friend-
thip, that was pofiible, with the Chiefs of the
Indians, and improving a good Correfpondence
with their Tribes in general,

The Importance of this Service will appear
from the following Confiderations, among
others : The Country of the Five Nations is
the Barrier of the Brifzfh Colonies againft the
Fyrench and their Indians inhabiting the North
Side of the great Lakes, and whilft they re-
main firm in the Briti/h Intereft, they will not
only be a2 Guard to them againft the Incurfions
of the Enemy, but the beft Body of Indian

- Auxiliaries upon the Continent for harrafling
the French as high as Montreal itfelf, which
they had once near deftroy’d with their own

Force:
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Force : on the other hand, if the Frexnch thould 1755.
become Mafters of that Country, thofe Indians
muft of courfe be forc’d into their Intereft, and
in fuch cafe would be a formidable Body of
Warriors for breaking up the Englifh Back
Settlements, efpecially thofe of New Yvrk and
Penfilvania : and this has been fo much the
public Senfe of the Eng/i/b Nation, and of the
Dutch before them, ever fince the firft Settle-
ment of New Yerk, with which the Friend-
thip of the Five Nations commencd, that it
has ever been a ftanding Maxim of both States
to keep thofe Indians in their Alliance : An
high Proof of the national Sentiments of the
Englifb Government upon this Matter is, that
one of the great Objeéts of Queen Anne’'s Mi-
nifters, at the Treaty of Ufrecht, was to bring
the French King formally to declare in the 1 5th
Article of it, ¢ that the Five Nations or Can-
““ tons of Indians were fubjedt to the Domi-
‘ nion of Great Britain:” and in the prefent
War the Government hath thought the Pre-
{ervation of the Friendfhip of thefe Indians of
fo great Importance to the Nation, that the ut-
moft Care was taken by them for fecuring that
great Point, and fpecial Inftructions given for
that Parpofe by his Majefly to the General and
Cominander in Chief of his Forces in North Ame-
rica ; which were not confined to thofe Na-
tions, but extended to the cultivating an Inte-
reft and Friendfhip with the Southern Indian s

likewife.
G 2 In
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In confequence of the Meflages which Mr,
Shirley fent from the Carrying-place at Oneida
to Four of the Fsve Cantons or Nations of In-
dians, inviting them to meet him at Ofwego, fe-
veral of the Sachems and Warriors of the
Oneidas met him f{oon after his Arrival there;
as did, a few Days after, almoft all the Sa-
chems, and fome of the Warriors of the Onon-
dagos ; likewife Deputies from the Cayugas
and Senecas ; and about the {ame time he re-
ceived a Meflage from a Branch of the Ou-
taiaias Indians, who inhabit in the Neighbour-
hood of Lake Erze, and had been much con-
cern’d in the A&ion at the Monongabela againft
General Eraddock, exprefling their Difpofition
to lay down the Hatchet, and obferve a Neu-
trality for the future between the Englifb and
French : and as the inducing the Indians of the
Five Nations to confent to his Majefty’s erect-
ing defenfible Forts near their refpective Caftles,
within the feveral Quarters of their Country,
to be garrifon’d with Englifb Soldiers for the
Protection of their Wives and Children in time
of War againft the French, would be the beft
Means of fixing them in a firm Dependence
upon the Crown of Great Eritain, and {ecurin
their Country to be a Barrier to the Englifb;
and the opening a free Trade at Ofivego with
the Indians inhabiting the North Side of the
Lake Ontario, and round Lake Erie, upon
more advantageous Terms for them than the
French could afford ; and eftablifhing an an-

nual
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the Indians of the Five Nations would be the
moft effe¢tual Method of reclaiming thofe fo-
reign Indians from the Interelt of the French,
(at leaft to a State of Neutrality) and to reftore
the Indians of the Five Nations to their ancient
Authority and Influence over thofe Northern
Indians ; Mr. Shirley propofed to the Indians
of the Frve Nations, which met him at Of-
wego, to build them Forts near their feveral
Caf’cles tobe garrifon’d with the King’s Troops;
and before he left Ofwego fent Meflages to
the Meflafagues, Chippowees, Outaiwaias, and
other Northern Nations, inviting them to meet
him and their Brethren of the Five Nations
at Ofwego in the Spring following, there to
confult in a general Council upon Meafures
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ for fettling a mutual Friendfhip and Alliance,
opening a free Trade and Commerce between
the Exglifh and Indians, eftablithing a general
Peace among all their Caftles, and putting an
End to the deftru&tive War, which the French
were conftantly inftigating them to engage in
with the Engli/b, and with each other.

And for compafling thefe falutary Ends, he
propofed to the Indians of the Five Nations
then with iim, that they fhould fend fome of
their Sachems to meet him in the Spring at
Ofwego, being the Center of their own Coun-
try ; to which it was more fit, that the other
Nations fhould come to take Law from them,
than that they fhould go out of their own
Territories, to meet thofe Nations.

The
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The Refult of the Propofal to the Indians
of the Five Nations for building them Forts
was, that the Onondagos and Oneidas in a few
Days defired Mr. Shirley to give Orders for
building Forts at their Head Catftles ; the lat-
ter giving him leave at the fame time to_fortify
the great Carrying-place on their Lands at
Oneida, as he fhould think proper, for fecuring
Magazmes of Stores and Provifions, and keep-
ing open the Communication with Ofwego
duung the Expedition ; and though the De-
puties of the Cayugas and Semecas had not
then Power from their Tribes to give a defini-
tive Anfwer, whilft Mr. Shirley was at Ofwego ;

et foon afterwards, following the Example
of the Onondagos and Oneidas, they fent Mef-
fages to Sir William Sfobnfon, when Mr. Shir-
ley was at Boffon, defiring they might have
Forts immediately built near their refpective
Caftles, to be mounted with Cannon and gar-
rifon’d with Englifb Soldiers; as did likewife
the Twfcacora Indians to him and Sir William
Fobufon, whillt Mr. Shirley was at Albany, de-
firing they might have Forts forthwith built;
which Requeft was likewife renewed there by
the Oneida and Onondago Indians; Mr. Shirley
accordingly gave Orders to Sit William Fobnfon
to caufe Forts to be built for them according to
a Plan which was fettled by Mr. Montrefor the
I&mg Chief Engineer, each Fort to be capable
of being defended by 40 Men, and of entertain-
ing 120 upon an Emergency, and as* Sir ¥z/.
* Vide Appendix, No. I.
liam
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lam 7obnjbn inform’d Mr. Shirley Directions 1755,
were given for building Forts for all of them ;=
and fome were accordingly built.

The Effe&t of the Propofal to the Indians
inhabiting the North Side of the Lake Onta-
rz0, and thofe of the Five Nations, to meet
him at Ofwego in the enfuing Spring for the
Purpofes beforemention’d was, that the lead-
ing Caftles of the latter of thofe Indians pro-
mis'd Mr. Shirley to comply with it, and with
regard to the Anfwer of the Northern Indians,
Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Commanding Of-
ficer at Ofwego, in his Letter of the joth of
November 1755, to Mr. Alexander Secretary
to Mr. Shirley, acquainted him, ¢ that the
““ Meflafagues and other neighbouring Nations

““ of Indians had gladlyaccepted of Mr. Shirley’s
¢ Invitation ; that, was it not for the Dangers
“ onthe Lake in the Winter, they would have
““ been at Ofwego before that Time, but that
“* they might be expected early in the Spring;
“« that he gave Mr. Alexander that Informa-
““ tion, that Mr. Shirley might be apprisd of
¢ it, and either fend him [Lieutenant Colonel
¢« Mercer} Inftructions, or fome proper Per-
¢ fon to treat with them.” And in his Letter
to Mr. Alexander of the 11th of December 1755
he fays, ¢ that he had the Pleafure to acquaint
< him with the Succefs and Return of Mr. Shir-
« Jey’'s Meflenger to the Me/jJafagues, and other
< foreign Nations of Indians; that they had
¢ accepted of his Offers and Invitation; and’
¢ that they would be at Ofwego in great Num-

. ~ ¢ bers

L3
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1755. ¢ bers early in the Spring, being difgufted with
\—~dcc the French for the little Care they took of
¢« their Families in their Abfence, their Breach
<« of Promifes in regard to Prefents, and their
¢ Want of Neceflaries to fupply their Wants;
¢« that he was anxious, left we fhould not per-
<« form the abfolute Promifes, he had made in
¢« Mr. Shirley’s Name, of confiderable Pre-
<« fents, and a large Quantity of Goods for
¢« Trade, as their being difappointed might
< be attended with bad Confequences; and
« that he had dire&ed the Commiffary of the
¢« Stores to tranfmit Mr. Alexander an Ac-
¢« count of the Indian Goods in his Poffef-
¢« fion ; which was greatly fhort of the Occa-
¢« fion, we might probably have to difpofe of
«« them; that he had fignified this to Mr.
<« Shirley, and doubted not of his taking care,

¢ that a proper Supply fhould be fent.”
For carrying into Execution thefe Meafures,
{o conducive not only to the attaching the I~
dians of the Frve Nations to the Englifh Inte-
reft, as well as fecuring their Country to his
Majefly, and making them dependent upon
Great Britain, but for gaining over the Weftern
Indians to our Alliance, Mr. Shirley afterwards
in the C:urfe of the Winter gave Sir #zlliam
Sfobnfor particular Orders in every Article,
and committed to him (as it was properly
within his Department) the Care of building
Forts according to fuch Directions, as fhould
be given him for that Purpofe, the providing
proper Prefents for the fndigns at their pro-
posd
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pos’d Meeting at Ofwego in the Spring (where 1755
Sit William fobnfor was likewife direted to

be prefent) and furnifh’d him with the Sum

of soool. which he acquainted Mr. Shirley

he fhould want for defraying thofe and
other incident Expences; and he accord-
ingly promis’d Mr. Shirley in feveral Let-

ters to take the Care of thefe Services upon
him.

In his Letters to Mr. Shirly of the 8th of
Moarchand 22d of Adpril 1756, he writes thus;
in the former of them he fays, ¢ Nothing can
“ be more pleafing to the Six Nations and
¢« their Allies than the Promife made them
¢« concerning the Article of Trade; and I
¢ think nothing can deferve our Attention
“ more than that and fortifying their Coun-
‘¢ tries and garrifoning them; for I am con-
<« vinc'd, were thefe two Articles fettled to
¢ their Mind, every thing elfe would go on
¢« fuccefsfully ; wherefore 1 doubt not your
< Excellency will contribute all in your Power
¢ towards accomplithing thofe two grand
«“ Points.” And in the latter he fays, < By
¢ the Copy of my Proceedings at the late
¢« Meeting, your Excellency may have ob-
¢ ferv’d that agreeable to your Lzffrutiions, 1
¢« promis’d that Goods fhould be plenty and
<« cheap this Year at Ofwego, in order to en-
<« courage the Weflern indians to come there ;
“ the Indians [viz. of the Six Nations] difco-
¢« yver’d the utmoflt Satisfaction on hearing
¢ this, and faid, no Method could be {o effec-
H « tual
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1755- ¢ tual to gain over the Weflern Indians to our
=< Alliance; they will depend upon this Pro-
“ mife being fulfill'd, and a Difappointment
« will be of very bad Confequence; I hope
<¢ therefore your Excellency will bear this
« Matter in mind, and fall on Meafures to
“ fulfil our Engagements herein.” And in
his Letter of Apri/ gth 1756, he writes thus,
¢« As it is fo difficult to get Men here to build
« Forts for the Six Nations, who are very
« prefling for them, I think it would be beft
¢ to have Men from fome other Government
« to work at them, otherwife they will not
¢ be finithed in time; and until they have
«« Forts garrifoned in their Countries it cannot
¢ be expeted, they will join us with all their
¢« Force, as I am convinced they then would;
¢ their allowing Forts in their Country is a
< ftrong Indication of their Intentions to abide
< by us.” And in his Letter of the 8th of
March 1756, {peaking of building and garri-
foning Forts for the Iudians of the Six Na-
tions in their Country, he fays, ¢ As this is
¢ one of the moft effectual Steps, which can be
¢ taken to fecure them [the Indians] in the
«« Briti/h Intereft, and what the French have
“ been long endeavouring at, I believe your

¢ Excellency will think with me, that the

¢ fhould be immediately gratified therein.”

In anfwer to that part of Mr, Sbirley’s In-
ftructions to Sir William Fobnfon, which di-
rected him to proceed in the Spring to Ofwe-
go, and engage as many Indians of the Six
Nations

~
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- Nations as he could, (300 at leaft) to be ready 17ss.
there to go upon any Service, Mr. Shirley~—v—
fhould order them, againft the French Settle-
ments upon the Lakes ; as alfo to procure 100
of them to affift in an Expedition againft
Crown Point ; Sir William Tfobnfon aflured
him, that he would accordingly proceed to
'Ofwegs ; and took upon him the Care of pur-
chafing the neceflary Prefents for that Ocea-
fion ; acquainted him in his Letter dated May
12th 1756, that he had apprifed the Indians
of it at a general Conference at Fort Fobufon ;
and in another of his Letters, that he flattered
himfelf he fhould be able to engage at the
Meeting at Ofwego the Number of Indians,
which Mr. Shirley mentioned to him for the
Service upon the Lakes ; and in his Letter of
the 22d of April, that he would ufe his beft
Endeavours to engage 100 of them for the
Expedition agamﬂ: Crown Point : And as Sir
William ‘fobhnfon, in his Letter dated March
8th 1756, acquainted Mr. Shirley, < that in
<¢ order to enable him to purchafe the Prefents
« for the Meeting at Ofwegs, build the feveral
< Forts, arm, cloath, and prowdc the In-
« dians, which might join him, it would re-
“ quire a confiderable Sum of Money, at leaft
< a5 much as he had before, which was 5oool
¢¢ Sterling ;” Mr. Shirley immediately fup-
plxed him with that Sum by a Warrant upon
the Deputy Pay-mafler General; and the
Prices, at which the Indians were to have
Goods at Ofwegoin Exchange fortheir Furrs,

H2 | and
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and the Peculations of the Trade there, were
~~ fettled by N Shirley in concert with Sir
William Sobnfon ; fo that all things neceflary
for carrying into Execution every Part of the
Scheme for promoting his Majefty’s Service
both ameng the Infians of the Frve Nations
and thofe inhabiting on the other Side of the
Lakes were provided for as far,as it was in Mr.
Shirley s Power to do 1t.

Mr. Shirley fet out from Ofwego for Albany
ina \/Vhale Boat attended with {ome Battoes,
to be ready at hand, in cafe making the whole
Paffage in it fhould be found impracticable,
and arrived on the 27th at the Oneida Car-

rying-place 5 where a Deputation from the
Indians of that Caftle met him, and he ftayed
one Day to fettle fome Matters with them ;
particularly the building of two Forts upon
the Carrying-place there, and to give Di-
rections for the erecting of them, and on the
29th fet out for the German Flatts, where
arriving that Night he went from thence the
next Morning and reached Conajohara by
Night ; from whence he fet out the Day fol-
lowing, after having in his Paffage fent the
u]o/*aw/e Iizdzmzs of the Conajobara Caftle a
Meflag 1cqua1mmrr them with his Return,
and dcmmg them to meet him at the lower
Mobawks Caftle at Fort Hunter, and having
a Conference with the Indians there (in which
‘C} made him the ftrongeft Promifes to at-
end him the next Spnng at Ofwego) he ar-
rived late ot Night at Fort Yobnforn'; and from
thence
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thence the Day following at Schenectada after 1755
a very fatiguing Paffage of nine Days from """
Ofwego, and not without very imminent Dan-
ger from the Experiment he made in the
Whale-Boat, as it went up a very difficult Fall .
in the Oneida River.

He arrived at Albany, where he was de-Nov. 4.
tained until the 2gth of that Month in fettling
the Winter Quarters and other Affairs of his
Majefty’s 44th and 48th Regiments then
upon the Spot, and feveral weighty Matters
relative to his Majefty’s Service under his
Command, neceflary to be tranfacted there;
particularly the fixing the Garrifons of Forts
Edward and William Henry for the Winter,
in concert with the Governor of New Yvrf,
and Commiffioners from the other Govern-
ments ; and making Preparations for a Win-
ter’s Expedition againft Tionderoge and Crown
Point, which the Want of fufhicient Ice oc-
cafioned by the mildnefs of the Seafon in the
Month, when it muft have been made, would
not admit of being carried into Execution.

He embarked for New York, where he ar-Nov. 29.
rived the 2d of December, having, before he
left Albany, wrote circular Letters to the
feveral Governors upon the Continent as far
Weftward as Virginia, {fummoning them to
. meet him there, in order to form a Council
of War, confifting (purfuant to one of his Ma-
jeft’s Inftructions to him) of fuch of the Go-
vernors upon the Centinent, and Field Officers
cf his Majefty’s Troops, as could attend it.

The
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The Council met, at which were prefent
the General, who was alfo Governor of the
MafJachufets Bay, the Governors of New York,
Marylzmd, Penfilvania and Connefticut, and
all the Field Officers, that were not neceffarily
abfent upon Duty with their refpective Corps,
either in Nova Scotia, at Ofwego, Scheneftada,
or Albany ; the Governors of Virginia, New
Jerfeys, Rbode Ifland, and New Hampfbire be-
ing inevitably hindred on feveral accounts from
bemg prefent at it.

At this Time the only practicable Entrance,
which the French had into the Lake Ontario
was through the River Jroguois (called by them
a Branch of the River S¢. Lawrence) within a
few Miles diftance of Fort Frontenac, which is
fituated on the North Eaft Edge of that Lake,
at about 55 Miles diftance from, and nearly
oppofite to Ofwego ; and whillt the French
were in Pofleflion of that Fort and the Har-
bour there with a free Paffage into the Lake
through the River Iroguors, together with
their Harbour at Tronfo, they had it in their
Power to build Veflels of a larger Size upon
the Lake than could be built in the Har-
bour of Ofwego, which would not only greatly
annoy any Fort, thatfhould be erected by his
Majefty at the North Eaft End of the Pafs at
Niagara, but endanger the lofs of Ofwego
itfelt, unlefs his Majcﬁy thould have at leaft
an equal naval Force to that of the French up-.
on the Lake,

From
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From the beft- Information, Mr. Shirley
could procure, the French Forts and Settle-
ments at Nzagara, upon Lake Erie, and the
Obio, and even as far as Mzffilimackinac upon
Lake Huron were almoft wholly fupported
with Stores and Provifions from Montreal
chiefly by Water Carriage through the River
Iroguois, and acrofs the Lake Onzario.

As it therefore appeared to Mr. Sherley, that
by diflodging the French from Fort Frontenac,
and their {fmall Fort at Tronto, and barring up
their Entrance into the Lake Onfario through
the River Iroquois would cut off all their Forts
and Settlements upon zhat and the otber Lakes,
and the River Obro from receiving any Support
from Canada, without which, they could not
poffibly long fubfift; and at the fame time
moft effeCtually fecure Ofwego from the At
tempts of the French ; he propofed to the
Council, for their Opinion and Advice, the
following Plan of Operations for the enfuing
Year ; viz.

~The building more Veffels, and of alarger
Force upon the Lake Ontarzo ; the carrying on
two Expeditions, one againft the French Set-
tlements on that Lake with gooo Troops, and
another at the fame Time againft Crown Point
with 6000 ; the Operations in the former to

17588

begin with an Attempt againft the Forts Fron- -

tenac, and La Gallette, which laft is fituate
up the River Iroguoss 5 and the more effeCtually
to divide the Force of Canada, that at the
fame Time an Attempt thould be made againit

Yort
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1755. Fort Duguefne by Land from #ills's Creek by
v the Weflern Colonies ; which would likewife
probably hinder great Part at leaft of the
Southern Indians in the French Intereft from
oppefing our Operations to the Northward ;
and that 2 Body of 2000 Troops, after break-
ing up the French Settlements upon the Chau
dicre, thould make a Feint at the Mouth of
that River, which is nearly oppofite to Quebec,
in order to alarm the French in that Quarter.
The Council declared their Opinion in fa-
vour of thefe feveral Operations ; in particular
that it was moft eflfentially neceflary, at all
Events, to fecure the Navigation of the Lake
Ontario; but they were of Opinion that 6000
Troops fhould be employed in the Expedi-
tion againft the French Forts upon zhat Lake,
and 10,000 in that againft Crowsn Point ; and
s to the propofed Attempt againft Fort Du-
auvefine, and Operations upon the River Chau-
ciere, they were of Opinion, -they fhould be
carried into Execution, provided it could be
done without interfering with the two prin-
cipal Expeditions: And after giving their Opi-
nion upon the Points propofed to them by
Mcr. Skirley, they declared it to be their una-
nimous Opinion, that, confidering the feveral
Sorvices to be carried on in North Ain:iica,
an additional Number of Regular Troops to
thete, his Ma;-jly then had upon that Con-
tinent, would be neceffary for effectually re-
covering and fecuring his jult Rig’hts there.

The
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. The Refult of this Council was,” that Mr. 1758
Shirley, as he had received Intelligence that
~ the French were building Veflels of Force at
Frontendc, ordered a Snow of 18 Carriage-
Guns fix Pounders, and 20 Swivels; a Bri=
gantine of 14 Carriage-Guns and 12 Swivels,
and a Sloop of 6 Larnage Guns; to Be built
as foon as poffible at Ofwego; and determined
to make Preparations for carrying into Exe-
cation the before-mentioned Plan of Opera-
tions in the enfuing Year, as far as the Forces,
he fhould then have would permit him.

Mr. Shirley tranfinitted to his Majefly’'s Mi-Dec. 1g.
nifters Copies of the Minute of the before-
mentioned Council, together with an Account
of his whole Proceedings to that time; and
1h Anfwer thereto had the Honour to receive
a Letter from one of his Majefly’s principal
Secretaries of State, acquainting him, That
they bad been laid before bis Majefly ; and that
the new Difpofition, which his Majefly bad
thought pr oper. to matke of the Command of
his  Forces in North Ammerica, was nof
cwing to any Diffatisfaction with Mr. Shirley’s
Services, but that on the contrary it was bis
;’Wajm’y’s Intention to give bim a further Mark
of bis Royal Favour therein exprefled.

It muft be obferved here, that the State of
his Majelty’s Troops in North America, exclu-
five of thofe poﬁed in Nova Scotia, New-
Sfoundland, South Carolina, and the Babama
Iflands, none of which could be fpared from
the Defence of thofe Parts, was at this time

I as
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1755 as follows: The 44th and 48th Regiments,
v~ vofted at Albany and Scheneétada confifted of
about soo each, the soth of about 600, and
the ¢1ft about 400, the four New York Inde-
pendent Companies of about 180, and about
8o of the Royal Artillery, making in the
whole a Body of about 2200 Men ; of which
there were not above 600, exclufive of the
8o of the Royal Attillery, which had been
two Years in the Service ; and the whole,
when compleated to the Eftablifhment of each
Corps, would have made up a Body of Men
not exceeding 4400.

A few Days after the Council of War was
finithed, Mr. Shirley convened the Governors
then prefent at New ¥ork, to confult about
the Number of Provincial Troops, neceflary
to be raifed for effeGting the Services, which
had been there determined upon, and what
Proportions of them it fhould be recommend-
ed to each Colony to raife ; and as it was ap-
prehended, that fuch an additional Number of
Regulars as would compleat the 6000 recom-
mended to Mr. Shirley by the Council, to be
employ’d in the Operations upon Lake On-
tarro, might probably be fent from Eurgpe
(as in fact Otway’s and an Highland Regiment
were, making in the whole goo Men, and
which were landed at 4/bany by the 27th of
Fune 1756, and others ordered foon to fol-
low) they determined, that the Colonies of
MafJachufets Bay, New Hamp/fbire, Rbode Ifland,
Connelticut, New York, Penfilvania, Maryland,

: and
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and Virginia ought to raife 10,000 Men for 1755.
the Expedition againft Crown Point, in the
Proportions which had been fettled at Albany

by the Commiffioners, who met there from

the feveral Governments in 1654 ; according

to which their refpective Quotas of that Num-

ber, with a fmall Exceeding of 250 Men,

were fettled as follows ; v7z.

Virginia 1750
Maryland —_ — 1000
Penfilvania  — —— 1500

4250
New TFerfeys — —— 750
New York — —— 1000
Connecticut —_— —~— 1500

Rbode Ifland  — —— 3500
Maffachufets Bay — — 1750
New Hampfbire ——  — 500 . .

6000

——

10,250

———

Thefe Quota’s it was agreed, that the Go-
vernors then prefent thould each of them up-
on their Return to their Governments, re-
commend to their refpective Affemblies, to
furnifh, as early in the Spring as pofiible;
and Mr. Shirley was defired to recommend it
to the abfent Governors of the Colonies con-
cern’'d, to do the fame.

In anfwer to Mr. Shirley’ Letter upon this
Occafion to the Governor of New Ferfeys,
be was affured, that that Government would

I2 continue
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continue to maintain their Regiment of 5oa
“A:n, which had been employed in the Expe-
dition againft Niagara the Year before; and
as foon as they could fpare 250 Men out of
the Troops, they were obliged to keep up for
the immediate Defence of their Frontiers, in-
creafe it to the full Number of the Quota
allotted them for his Majefty’s Service, to be
employed as the King's General fthould think
fit.

The Governors of Penfilvania, Maryland,
and Virginia in their firft Anfwers gave Mr.
Shirley Hopes, that the Provinces under their
feveral Commands would contribute Part at
leaft, if not the whole, of their refpettive
Quota’s, either in Men or Money, towards
carrying on the Expedition againft Crown
Point ; but he afterwards received Letters
from them, by which he found he could have
no Dependance upon any of thofe Govern-
ments for the leaft Affiftance in an Expedition
to the Northward; nor could they, as their
refpective Governors affured- Mr. Shirley, be
induced to carry on the propofed Expedition
with 3000 Men upon'their own Frontier
arainii Fort Drgucfne ; in Expelation of their
du 17 which Mr. Skirley hal appointed * Go-
ver - or Skarpe to the chief Command of \it.

The Q}Ota's of the three laft mentioned

Colonies towards comp]eatm the 10,000 Men

to be raifed for the Exyedition W’unﬁ Cicun

* Governor of Maryland,

Point
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Point amounted to 4250, and their Failure to 1756
raife any Part of them reduced Mr. sz'rley’sw"a
Dependence - upon the Colonies for aflembling
a f{ufficient Force to carry it on, to the four
Governments of Neaw England and Province of
New York, but chiefly the former.

This threw no fmall Difficulty upon his Ma-
Jefty’s Service 5 the New England Governments
had fupported the whole Burthen of the laft
Year’s Expedition, except that Part, which
the Provinces of New York and Penfilvania
had {uftained, and which was but {mall in Pro-
portion to theirs. In order to raife the Num-
ber of Troops, which was determined to be
employed in the Reduction of Crown Point, it
was neceflary that the five firft-mentioned Co-
Jonzes {hould furnith almoft double the Num-
ber of Men, which was fettled to be their juft
Proportion ; and it was a difficult Tafk to prefs
this upon them, merely becaufe the other Co-
lonies equally populous and interefted in the
Event of this Expedition, and of greater Abi-
lities than themfelves, at leaft that the Colo-
nies of New England, refufed to contribute
the leaft Aid of either Men or Money towards
1f.

To increafe the Difficulty, thefe Circum-
ftances concurr’d.

<he Refolutions of the Colonies of Conze-
&ticut, Rhode Ifland and New Hampfhire, with
regard to raifing Men for the Profecution of
this Expedition, depended on thofe of the
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1756 Maffachufets Bay ; which is generally the lead-
ing Government in New England.
The exhaufted Circumitances of this Pro-
vince in particular, which had been at a very
confiderable Expence in the Year 1754 on
Account of the Expedition, it had carried on
folely at its own Charge, upon the River Ken-
nebeck, and was in Arrear 15,000/ to the Of-
ficers and Soldiers, it had employed in that of
the laft Year againft Crown Point ; the large
Number of Men, which had been raifed for
the Reduéion of that Fortrefs by the feveral
Governments concerned in it, and the little
that had been done towards effecting it, during
the whole Campaign, had occafioned a Diffatis-
faction throughout the Maflachufets Govern-
ment; as the laft mentioned Circumiftance
had likewife done within the Colonies of'Con-
necticut and New Hampflbire ; however they
ftill retained a general Spirit for accomplithing
the Reduction of the French Forts in thatQuar-
ter, but pleaded their Inability to raife Money
to defray the Charges of another Expedition
this Year; unlels they were affifted in dif-
charging the Debt, they had contrated in the
laft, and endeavoured, particularly the Maf-
Jachufets Bay, to avail themfelves of Sir Thomas
Robinfon’s circular Letter to the Governors of
North Anerica dated the 1gth of Fune 1755 ;
whereby they were forbid by the Lords Juf-
tices ¢° to draw Bills upon the Pay-mafter
¢ General, or his Deputy, or upon any other
¢ Perfon
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¢ Perfon for the Difcharge of fuch Expences, 1736/
< as had been or might be incurred on Ac-*""
¢ count of the Services or Operations to be per-
¢« formed by them, or in any refpe&t under
¢ their Dire@ion in North America ; and were
«¢ directed upon all fuch Occafions to apply for
¢ fuch Sums of Money, as fhould fo become
¢ neceflary, and were not properly chargeable
¢ to the Account of their refpective Govern-
‘“ ments, to the Commander in Chief of his
«_Majefly's Forces for the time being in North
« America” . :
This Letter they conftrued to be a Power
at leaft (if not a DireCtion) given to the Com-
mander in Chief of his Majefly’'s Forces to
fupply the feveral Governments with Money
to difcharge all the Expences, they had been
at, the Year before in the Expedition againft
Crown Point ; which they infifted was ex-
prefsly given in Charge to Mr. Braddock as
part of the general Expedition fet on foot by
the Crown in North America, and as much in-
tended to be carried on at the King’s Expence,
as the particular Expeditions again(t the French
Settlements on the Obio, and at Niagara ; for
defraying the Charges of both which it was
known the King’s General had drawn War-
rants upon the Deputy Pay-mafters in Ame-
rica ; and great Part of the Maflackufets Af-
fembly was fo ftrongly perfuaded from the
before-mentioned Letter, that Mr. Shirley had
fome Diretion, or at leaft Power given him
to reimburfe the Colomies concerned in the
Expedition
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1756. Expedmon agamﬁ Crown Point for their paﬁ
Expences in it, that he found it neceffary to
make an expjicit Declaration, that he had
not; and took occafion to obferve to them
with regard to the general/ Power, which they
conceived was zmplied in Sir Thomas Robinfor's
Letter for that purpofe, that it was confined
to fuch Experices, as were 7ot properly charge-
able to the Account of the Governments in the
Colonies ; but that, as the Expedition againft
Crown Point was at firft concerted, and wholly
undertaken by the Colonies concerned, at their
¢wn Expence, the Quota’s of which they
had fettled among themfelves, and made
Provifion by A&s of Aflenibly for defray-
ing them; and all this was done without
any previous Orders or Privity of the
CLOWp, (though the Expedition afterwards
eceived  General  Braddoct’'s Approbation
st Alexandria) there was no Colour to
fay that the Expences of it, were not properly
chargeable to the Account of the Governments,
which bad fet it on_foot.

This Point was got over ; but the great Ob-
ftacle of the Government of the Maffachufets
Bay, which exifted likewife in a lefs Degree in
thofe of Conneticut and New Hampfbire, {till
remained ; their Inability to raife immediate
Supplies for difcharging the Arrears of Pay
due to its Officers and Soldiers for the laft
Year’s Service ; without doing which it was in
vain for the Maffachufets Bay at leaft, where all
Paper Cnrrency wasabolithed, to attempt rai-

fing
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fing any confiderable Number of Troops in 1756
tm'%e fO}; this Year’s Campaign. R S

For opening a Way to extricate thofe Co-
lonies out of this Difficulty, Sir Thomas Robin-
Jfor’s Letter of the 11th of November 1755 to
the feveral Governois of New England moft
opportunely arriv’d ; in this Letter was figni-
fy'd to them his ije/zvs Royal Approbation
of the Zeal and Spirit, which thofe Govern-
mer:ts had manifefted in his Service by fend-
ing Reinforcements to General Fobnfor; and
that his Majefty would ¢ recommend to his
¢ Parliament to grant them fuch Affiftance in
¢« Confideration of the Charges they had born,
¢ ag their Circumftances fhould require, and
¢« would enable them vigoroufly to purfue the

«¢ great and neceflary Work, which had been
¢ {o chearfully undertaken.”

This Mark of his Majefty’s Favour gave a
new Spring to their Proceedings ; yet 1t did
not reimove the grand Difficulty ; they were
ftill at a lofs to find out Ways and Means for
raifing a ready Sum of Money ; the Arrival of
the 115,000/ Sterling, afterwards granted by
Parliament, would have been too late to have
anfwered the Exigencies of his Masefty’s Ser-
vice #his Year, if they had ftayed for that; in
the mean time, though the Royal Declaration
was looked on by the f{everal Gove:nments, as
a {ufficiznt Security for {uch Sums of Money,
as were wanted, yet it was not fuch an one, as
the Merchants would advance them upon, at
leaft without a very large Difcount.

K ‘ It
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It was propofed therefore to Mr. Shirley to
lend the Government of the Maflachufets Bay
fuch a Sum out of the Contingent Money un-
der his Direétion, as could be {pared from the
other Parts of his Majefiy’s Service, and would
enable them to raife fuch a Number of Men
for their Quota this Year, as might be fuit-
able to the Exigency of the Service, and fet
the other Colonies a proper Example.

Conneéticut, next to the Maflachufets Bay,
with regard to the Number of its Inhabitants,
is the moft refpetable of the New England
Colonies, and had ever maintained a clofe Con-
nection with that Government upon all Occa-
fions for the Service of the common Caufe;
as it did particularly at this Juncture; upon
which * Governor Fitch, {oon after Mr. Shir-
léy’s Return to Boffon, fent Commiflioners to
advife with him upon the Part, which that
Government fhould take in the Expedi-
tion.

This Colony was (as is before obferved) in
fome Degree under the fame Difficulty with
the Ma/fachufets Government in refpeé to the
raifing immediate Supplies of Money for this
Year's Service ; and Governor Fitch in his pub-
lic Inftruétions to his Commiffioners directed
them to make Application, on the Part of the
Colony, to Mr. Shirley, to affift them with a
Sum of Money, which he had likewife urged
much in his Letter to him, as neceffary to en-
able him to raife fuch a Quota of Men, in

time

* Governor of Comnecticut.



: [ 67]
time for the enfuing Campaign, as his Maz- 1756
Jefty’s Service demanded. v

Mr. Shirley finding, thatif he would com-
ply with the Requeft of both Governments,
he might fecure a Vote of the Maffachufets
Affembly for raifing 3000 Men at leaft, and of
Conneéticut Government for raifing 2000; that
on the other hand, if he refufed, not only
the Number raifed for the Expedition againit
Crown Point would fall extremely fhort of
their defigned Complement, but this Year’s
Preparations be too late for the Service ; and
that in cafe the Money, which fhould be
granted by Parliament to the Colonics arrived
in America this Summer (as there f{cemed
room to hope) fuch a Loan might be made
out of the Contingent Money, without the
leaft Inconvenience to the Government at
Home, or interfering with the other Parts of
his Majefty’s Service in America, judged his
Compliance with their Defire to be the moft
effe@ual, and indeed the on/y Means for mak-
ing the Grant of the Parfiament anfwer his
Majefty's Intention in recommending 1t;
which was ¢ to enable the New England Co-
¢ Jonies vigoroufly to profecute the Expedi-
“ tion this Year,” as well as to reward them
for their Services in the /aff; and he there-
upon made the Maflachufets Government a
Loan of 30,000 /. Sterling, and Conueéticut of
10,000 /. to be repaid out of their refpective
Shares of fuch Monies, as fhould be granted
the Colonies by Parliament, upon its Arrival

' K2 in
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in America; and in cafe of its Failing to
arrive by a Day prefix’d, the Repayment was
fecured by Taxes upon the Inhabitants: And
the * Governor of New Hamp/7ire, who had
likewife fent a Conuniffioner to EGofton to con-
fult with Mr. Stirley upon the Share, which
the Province under his Government was ex-
pe&ed to take of the Expedition, aflured him,
he fhould be under an utter Incapacity to fend
any confiderable Number of Troops from
thence, in time for the Kizg’s Service this
Campaign, withcut being aflilted with a Sum
of hduuey, whereupon Mr. Shirley lent that
Gowernment 3000 /. Sterling upon the fame
Terms.

The Effe@ of thefe Loans was, that the
Maffechufets Bay finally voted 3500 Men, Of-
ficers included ; which was double the Num-
ber fettled to be their Proportion at the Meet-
ing of the Governors at New York 5 Connelticut
2 500, which was two thirds more than wnat
their Quota was {et at; and the Province of
New fﬂm@yﬁhf 500 IVlen, amounting in the
whole for thofe three ¢ ‘overnments o & 500 ;
the Government of Rlcae Ifland voted about
the {ame time oo NMen as their Quota; and
New 1ork, which had before voted no more
than 1000, was induced by this Example to

ugment them to 17135, of which 1315 were
deftined by their A& of Affembly immediately
acainft Crown Pornt, and the cther 400 for
the fame Service, as foon 2s the Protection of

* Governor Tentworth,
their
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their own’ Frontier againft the Indians, and 1756-
an Engagement, which they had entered into
with the Government of Penfilvania for carry-
ing on an Expedltxon would admit of it ; all
which amounted in the whole to 8715.
By this means #imely Preparations were
made by the Colonies concerned for carrying
on an Expedition to effe¢t againft Crown Point
‘this Year, and fuch a Body of Provincial
Troops fit for Duty fecured, as would, ac-
cording to all Appearance, if they had not
been retarded by Circumftances, which hap-
pened after Mr. Shirley's Command expired,
have marched towards T7onderoge by the latter
End of Fuly, or foon after, and when fup-
_ported by fuch a Body of Regular Troops, as
might have been fpared for that Service, been
a jzﬁczeﬂz‘ Force for the Reduction of Crown
Point at that time: Whereas if Mr. Shir/ey
had not entered into this Meafure, thére would
_have been a very inconfiderable Provincial
Army for his Majefty’s Service in the Field
that Summer ; which muft have expofed great
Part of the Province of New York (at leaft the
whole County of Albany) to have been over-
run by the Enemy : The Juftnefs of this Ob-
fervation feems fully evinced by the Lofs fuf-
tained this Year of Fort #zlliam Henry, which
~was owing (if the Accounts tran{mitted of it
from America may be credited) to the Want
of a fufficient Number of Troops being em-
ployed for the Protettion of it ; and would, in
‘all Probability, have been prevented if the
fame
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1756. {fame Number of Provincial Troops had been
“=v~~Jpaifed this Year within the four Colonies of
New England, as were raifed in them in
1756.

Another Circumftance, which made it more
difficult for Mr. Shirley to induce the Colonies
to raife the Number of Troops, which his
Majefty’s Service required in 1756, than it
was to raife the fame Number in the fucceed-
211g Year, was this ; Mr. Shir/ey did not know,
at the time of their being raifed, that they
would be found with Provifions and Military
Stores out of his Majefly’s Magazines (though
that had been ordered by the Government in
England) but was under the Neceflity of pro-
curing them to be raifed upon the Terms of
being furnithed with thofe Articles at the
Charge of the feveral Colonies, whereas the
Provincial Troops, which were demanded of
the Colonies in the prefent Year, were raifed
upon the Encouragement of having their Pro-
vifions and Military Stores provided for them
at the Expence of the Crown ; which made it
more practicable to procure a proper Number
for his Majefty’s Service rhen, than it was in
the Year preceding.

It is proper here to obferve, that upon the
Arrival at New York of the 115,000 /. granted
by Parliament upon his Majefty’s Recommen-
dation, to the Colonzes, which was on the 28th
of Auguft, Mr. Shirley took care to have the
43,000/ lent by him to the Colonies of the
Maffachufers Bay, Connecticut, and New Hanp-

~ Shire
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Shire out of the Contingent Money, replaced in 1756.
the King’s Deputy Pay-mafter General’s Hands v~/
out of their refpe@ive Shares in the Parfiamen-
tary Grant before he left Boffon. *

Among the Difficulties unier which his
Maujefly's Service in the Expcdition againft
Niagara laboured in the preceding Year, the
Impracicability of tranfporting the neceflary
Supplies of Provifions for it in time to Ofawego
was not the leaft ; this had been owing partly
to the Seafon’s being too far advanced before
that Expedition was concluded upon, partly
to a difficult Navigation of 240 Miles ; but
principally to the Want of a fufficient Num-
ber of Albany and other Battoe-men to be
found within the Province of New Yvrk, who
were then the only Carriers employed in the
Tranfportation of Provifions and Stores to Of-
wego, for fupplying the Service in both the
Expeditions then carrying on.

It was neceffary at all Events this Year to
{furmount this Obftacle; the Prefervation of
the Garrifon at Ofwego, and intended Opera-
tions of the enfuing Campaign upon the Lake
Ontario, abfolutely depended upon laying in
fufficient Magazines there, as early as poffible
in the Spring; which were accordingly all

* Mr. Shirley’s Condu&t in the Affair of this Loan,
which evidently appears from the State of the feveral Falts
abovementioned, to have been well advifed for anfwering
the Exigencies of his Majefty’s Service under his Com-
mand, was reprefented from America in a light very much
to his Difadvantage ; infomuch that at his Arrival in Eng-
land, the Repayment of it could fcarcely be credited.

befpoke
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1756. befpoke and order’d by Mr. Shirley before he
left New York; and as it was to be expeCted
that the French would ufe their utmott Ef-
forts to cut off our Convoys of Provifions and
Stores upon their Paffage; none but very
ftrong ones ought to be intrufted with the
Tranfportation of them.

To compafs this Point by fecuring a fufhi-
cient Number of Battoe-men to be conftantly
ready for the Service, Mr. Shirley ordered 40
Companies of them to be raifed, confifting of
zo Men each, a Captain, and another Officer
under him, f{ubje&t o military Difcipline, to
be arm’d with Mu.guets and Hatchets; the
whole to be under the general Direction and
Command of one Officer, who thozl! per-
fonally attend the Execution of his Duty in
every Branch of it, by Water as well as at
Land ; fo that thefe Battoe-men being thus
arm’d, and diftributed into Companies, under
the before-mentioned Command, formed a
Body of 2000 Men, not only ufeful for tranf-
porting Provifions, Stores, &e. but for man-
ning the Whale-Boats upon the Lake; and,
upon any Emergency which might require it,
for ferving as a Reinforcement by Land to thc
Garrifon at Ofwego.

Mcn proper for this Service were difficult
to be found, as none but thofe who had been:
ufed to Battoes, or other fmall Craft, were fit
for it; the Albany Men, who were almoft the
only People ufed to the Service, were many
of them worn out, and not to be depended

on;
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6h; but it wds neceflary to raife them at any 1756

rate ; for without them the Service propofed
on Lake Ontario could not be carried on ; and
thefe Battoe Companies had this Advantage,
that they would be a Prote@ion to themfelves,
as well as to the Provifions and Stores they
had in Charge; and fpare the Army the in-
finite Labour of marching Troops backwards
and forwards for the Protection of the Con-
voys ; they were of themfelves, while doing
their Duty as Battoe-men, a very large patrol-
ling Guard upon the Rivers and Lakes for
keeping open the Communication between
Albany and Ofwego.
- By the firft of Apr:/ their whole Number
was compleat, tho’ it was neceflary to colleét
them from every Part of the Continent ; feve-
ral Companies being raifed to the Eaftward of
Boffon 5 two at Cape Cod and Nantuckett coma
pofed intirely of Whale-men, feveral in Con-
nefticut, New York, New Ferfey, and Penfilva-
nia, and fome even from Maryland and Vir=
ginia ; their Ufefulnefs in borh Capacities, as
Battoe-men and Soldiers, foon appeared ; they
went unmolefted, tho’ large Parties of the
Enemy had laid in wait {everal Weeks to at-
tack them, until{ the third of Fu/y; when a
Party of themr was attacked by a fuperior
Number of French and Indians, whom they
repulfed ; and after purfuing great Part of
them into a Swamp, drove them out of it, and
killed many of them ; and by this means very
L large
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1756. large Magazines were laid in at Ofwego by
May.

Iey/I_any things were neeeflary to be provided
for the Crown Point Expedition, which could
only be had from the Eaftern Colonies; Mr.
Shirley accordingly prevailed upon thofe Go-
vernments, whilft he ftaid at Boffon, to fupply
them, befides Provifions and military Stores ;
which at that time they were to raife at their
own Expence: The Experience of the laft
Year had thewn, that the Northern Parts of
the Province of New York could not furnith a
Number of hired Horfes or Carriages fuffi-
cient for the Tranfportation of the Neceffas
ries for one Expedition: To remedy this De-
fe@, the Province of the Maflachufets Bay
agreed to fend by Land, acrofs the Country, to
Albany (to which Place all the Provifions and
Stores of the Army were to be tran{ported by
Water) 200 Ox-Carts, with four Oxen and
two Horfes to each ; Conneéticut about 100
more, and Rbode Ifland about 50 ; thefe, after
greatly reducing the Land Carriage between
Albany and Fort Edward, were found, while
properly employed, fufficient for tranfporting
all the Provincial Stores of the Army: A fuit-
able Number of Battoes and Flats were -alfo
ordered to be built for thofe Parts of Hudfon's
River above Albany, where Ufe could be made
of Water-Carriage ; feveral Companies of Car-
penters were f{ent to Fort William Henry, to
build a Number of large Boats and two arm’d

Sloops,
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Sloops, for tranfporting the Army over Lake 1756-
George ; in the mean time a Train of Artillery
and Ordnance Stores were preparing at Boffon
and New York, and at the former Place two
Artillery Companies of 100 Men each were
raifing and exercifed every Day : And befides
thefe, Mr. Shirley raifed a Ranging Company of
60 Men, to be employed in {couting Parties
upon Lake George and Lake Champlain, for
gaining Intelligence of the Enemy’s Motions,
deftroying their Cattle and Out-Magazines,
mterceptmg their Provifion Battoes, and fur-
prizing their Parties of Boats upon either of
the Lakes; to be commanded by an Officer
who had before fignaliz'd himfelf in that kind
of Service.

Thefe were the Preparations, which were
making during Mr. Shirley’s Stay at Boffon for
the Provincial Army, defign’d for the Attack
of Crowiz Point : He had at the fame time the
Regular Forces to recruit, and to provide for
the building and manning of Veffels at an
inland Place 430 Miles diftant from the Sea,
and accefhble chiefly thro’ Rivers filled with
Shoals and Rifts, and over Carrying-places of
Rock and Swamps; all creating infinite La-
bour, and confequently requiring a Variety of
Preparations and great Numbers of Hands to
tranfport the Neceflaries for building the Vef~
fels and maintaining them and the froops on
Lake Ontario.

Provifions and Stores of all Kinds for the
Army and Navy were preparing, during the

L2 Wmter,
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1756 Winter, at New York ; 700 Battoes for tranf-

FCbo

orting Provifions to Ofwega were building at
Scheneclada, befides the 2 50 Whale-Boats be-
fore-mentioned, which were abfolutely necef-
fary for an Expedltlon on Lake Ontario, ef-
pec1ally as it was impracticable to pyt all the
Troops, which were to be employed init, on
board the Veflels.
" Forty Carpenters and Sawyers fet out for
Ofwego by land through the Indian Country
to prepare the Timber for building the Veflels
upon Lake Ontario, as did about 100 more
in March following; but were unfortunately
hindered on their way, for near a Fortnight,
by a Party of Canadeans and Indians having
furprifed and burnt * Bull's Fort at »ood
Creek, and deftroyed the Garrifon, which
confifted of 30 Men.

As Mr. Skirley imputed this Misfortune to
the Remiflnefs and Negligence of the Indian
Parties employed by Sic PVzl/zczm Fobnfon, he
took Notice of it to him ; and finding by his
Anfwer that thefe ]/Z[szﬂ.f would be of little
Service, unlefs mixed with Eng/i/h Rangers in
their fcouting Parties, he informed him that
he fhould raife out of the New England Troops
then daily expected to return from Nova Sco-
tia, three Comparies of fuch Rangers to be
employcd jointly with the Indjans, more ef-

pecia ly

* This Party did not venture to make any Attempt
againft the Fort built at the other End of the Carrying-

lace, but retired mnncdlate]y after having done the Mifs
Chlcf at Bull's Fort,
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pecially for prote@ting the Great Carrying- 1756
place at Oneida, which, on Account of its
being the moft effential Pafs for {ecuring the
Communication between Albany and Ofwego,
and for keeping large Magazines of Provifions
and Stores, had long been threatened with an
Attack from the Enemy: In Anfwer to this,
Sir William fobnfon obferved to Mr. Shirley,
that this was the Method, which the French
always practifed with zheir Indians : And in
a fubfequent Letter to him dated 10th of May
1756, he writes thus, “I wifh the Companies
¢ of Rangers, your Excellency mentions, were
* ready to go upon Duty, when I would hope
““ to be able to join Indrians with them ; and
“ unlefs this Method takes place, 1 defpair of
‘“ the Communication to Ofwego’s being fe-
¢« cured.”

In the Spring, as foon as the Seafon would
permit, the Stores and Provifions of beth Ar-
mies were fent to4/bany, and moving on from
thence to Ofwego and Lake George 5 and at Of-
wego were building a Snow Brigantine and
Sloop of the Force before-mentioned.

After having fettled every thing with theapr, 26,
Province of the Majflachufets Bay relative to the '
Crown Point Expedition; and iffued his War-
rant for imprefling a fufficient Number, to
compleat the 3500 Troops voted by the Maf-
Jachufets Aflembly, M. Shirley fet out for Al-
bany.

éy the firft of May the 44th, 48th, and
soth Regiments were computed to amount,

one
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one with another, to goo each, and the sift
to about 700. ‘

Mr. Shirley arrived at 4/bany, and found the
Provincial Troops beginning to affemble;
their Provifions and Stores in great forward-
nefs, and {mall Forts building between /-
bany and Fort Edward for protecing the Ma-
gazines, as the Stores were carrying up ; as
alfo Sloops, Flats and Boats building at Fort
William Henry on Lake George; Captain Ro-
gers with his Company of Rangers were on
their return from a Scout towards Crown
Point, where they had been to gain Intelligence
of the Enemy’s Motions, and intercept their
Convoys with his Whale-Boats ; for which
Service Mr. Shirley, having found the great
Succefs and Ufefulnefs of this Company, or-
dered three other Companies of the fame
Kind to be raifed ; and in particular raifed one
of 45 Stockbridge Indians.

By this time, in the Place of the Fort at
Wood Creek, which in March was {urprifed and
burnt by the Enemy, another was built, be-
ing a regular Square with four Baftions of
Rickets and Earth thrown up on the Berm for
Defence againft Mufquetry, and a dry Ditch of
15 Feet wide and 12 deep; the Great Car-
rying-place which in the Beginning of laft
Year was a Portage of eight Miles Land Car-
riage, was now reduced to one Mile byclearing
out the /Wood Creck up to a Place called the
Stair Kill, where another * Fort was built for

#* Fort Newpert,
Pro-
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Protetion of the Stores brought there to be 1756
laden into the Battoes ; the Courfe of the #ood
Creek was fhortened by cutting through f{ome
great Bends or Windings in it; and as it was
in fome Places flat and fhallow, Dams were
ereed to raife the Water ; fo that the Battoes
might at all times float with very little Ob-
ftru&ion ; which before they could not do in
dry Seafons; this Work was done by a Com-
pany of Carpenters and Pioneers, which Mr.
Shirley fent for that Purpofe from Boffon early
in the Spring under the Direction of Captain
Bradjireet ; the Garrifon onthe Oneida Carrying-
placewas 504 Men ftrong, exclufive of Commif-
fioned Officers, and able to defend it (efpecially
with the Affiftance of {couting Parties of In-
dians) againft fix times their Number, as they
could only be attacked with fmall Arms; a
fmall Work fecured with Pickets was erected
at Burnets Field, the upper Settlement on the
Mobawks River, for proteGting the Magazines
there againft a Surprize from JIudians; and
three of the New York Independent Companies
computed at about 200 Men were pofted in
the Neighbourhood ; 150 Men were pofted
at Conajobara Falls about so Miles above Sche-
nectada for guarding the Carrying-place there,
upon which was built a fmall Work : befides
thefe, Mr. Shirley had ordered a Fort to be
built at the great Falls (about 12 Miles from
Ofwege) which was accordingly begun, but
could not be immediatly proceeded in for want
of Hands ; and the 2000 Battoe-men under

Captain
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1756. Captain Bradffreet were paffing and repaffing
==~ with the Stores and Provifions to Ofwego with-
out Interruption.

_The foregoing Account will thew the State
of Affairs at the time of Mr. Shirley’s eoming
to Albany; he had by this time, from com-
mon Report, private Letters, and Public
News-Papers, heard that he was to be fuper-
feded in his Command; but he had yet no
Account of it from any Minifter of State, or
other Perfon in Authority ; he had fent home
Copies of the Minutes of the Council of War,
held at New Yor£ in the Winter, which ar-
rived there about the 20th of Fanuary, but
had received no Anfwer either in Approbation
or Difapprobation of the Plan of Opera-
tions, he had tranf{mitted for Confideration;
this left him in Uncertainty, whether it would
be advifeable for him to proceed to carry his
Plan into Execution, fo far at leaft as it was
practicable with the Force he had, left it
fhould interfere with zbaf, which his Succeffor
might be charged with; however, fince he
had received no Difapprobation of it, as he
might have done, if it had not been approved,
he thought it his Duty to carry on his Prepa-
rations for that and every other Part of his Ma=
J¢fly’s Service, as faft as poffible for the enfu-.
ing Campaign, until he thould be relieved i
his Command. ,

May 25.  Under thefe Circumftances Mr. Shirley
thought it expedient for him to be affifted with
the Opinion of a Council of War upon what

might
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fnight be the moft advifeable Meafures for him 1756:
to take for his Majefty’s Service in the Situa-
tion he was in; and accordingly called one at
Albany the 2 5th of May, at which were pre-
fent all the Field Opficers of his Majefty’s
Troops, who were at fuch Diftance from
Head Quarters, as made it poffible for them
to attend, with the Deputy Quarter-mafter
General and the Chief Engineer : at this Meet-
ing, Mr.'Shirley informed the Members, that
he had called them tdgether to have their
Opinion and Advice upon feveral Matters re-
lative to his Majefty’s Service in the enfuing
Campaign, and in order to fet them in a pro-
per light for their Confideration he firft ac-
quainted them with the Plan of Operations
determined upon in the Council of War held
it New 2vrk the 12th, and 13th of Decem-
ber laft, (at which none of them were pre-
fent) and informed them, that he had tranf-
mitted that Plan to England to Sir Thomas
Robinfon to be laid before his Majefly.

Mr. Shirley then acquainted the Council
with the State and Strength of the Garrifon
and Works at Ofiwego ; which laft he had
then the utmoft Reafon to think were finith-
€d, having fent fwo Engineers there early in
the Spring, for that Purpofe ; with the
State and Number of the Troops then on theic
March for further ftrengthening that Garrifon;
the State and Strength of the Navy built and
building on the Lake ; the State of the Works
and Garrifons at the feveral Pofls between

- M Albany
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Albany and Ofwwego ; the State of Provifions
and Stores at thofe Pofts and at Ofwego ; the
State and Number of the armed Battoe-men
employed in the T;anfp01'tatioxl of Provifions
and Stores, and with the Expectations he had-
from Sir Hilisan Fobnfon's Letters of Affif-
tance from the Indians, together with an Ac-
count of the French Naval F orce and Garri-
fons on Lake Ontario, accmdmg to the beft
Intelligence he had been able to obtain.

He then proceeded to inform them of the
State and Strength of his Majefly’s 44th, and
48th Regiments, and Independent Companies
of New York, as alfo of the Provincial Forces
deftined for the Expedition againft Crowsn
Point, with the Number of thofe, that were
then affembled, and of thofe expeted foon to

join them ; of the State and Forwardnefs of

the Storesand Provifions for that Army ; and of
the State and Condition of Forts Edward and
Wiiiiam: Henry, with the Intelligence he had
obtained of the Strength of the Enemy at
Crewn Point, Tionderoge, and their advanced
Poft on Lake George ; he then proceeded to
obferve, that the Number both of Regular
and Provincial Troops fell fhort of that
judged requifite by the Council of War at
.Ncu 3774 for carrying on the Services defign-
ed on Lake Qutario, and againft Crown Point ;
and that it appeared to him that both could
not be carried on at the fame time with a
Probability of Succefs, without more Troops
from Englend, of which there was then no
Certainty :
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Certainty : He therefore defired their Opl-
nion and Advice upon the Difpofition of the
44th, and 48th Regiments, which were then
the only Regular Troops not cmpm cd in Gar-
rifon; and in their oiving thie he defired
they would confider

1ft. What Numo of fraops, they were of
Opinion, would be iuificiert to put Ojzecge in
a proper State of Defonce, and to keep open
the Communication between 4/any and that
Place.

2dly. Whether if the 44t::, and 48th Re-
giments, fhould be employcd upon the Lake
Cntario, together with what wight be fpared
for that Service out of the soth, 2nd 51Pr Re-
giments and the New TFerfey Reciment, and
the four Independent Compavics ci News Zork
with the four Companies daily expeé’cm from

North Carolina, would be a f{ufhcient Force,

for attempting the Reduction of the French
Forts, at Niagora, or on Lake Ontario;
and (in particalar) whether it would be ad-

vifeable to leave the Cuve. ng of the Country

Northward of the City of Albany, and Al-
bany itlelf to the Provincials raifed for the Ex-
pedition againft Crown Pont. ’

3dly. Whether if the 44th, and ;8th Re-
giments fthould be employed in Comuné‘uon
\v1th the before-mentioned Provincial T'roups,
to attempt the Reduction of the French Forts
at Tionderoge and Crown Point, they would be
a {ufficient Force for that Service.

The Council, after debating and confider-
M 2 ing

1756.°
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I756 ing thefe Matters, gave it as their unanimoug
Opinion : '

1ft. That 1300 Men would be fufficient for
putting Ofwego into a proper State of Defence ;
and that for keeping open the Communica-
tion between Schencétada and Ofawego, it would
be neceflary to have 550 Men diftributed in
the feveral Parts between thofe two Places ;
and as they had Reafon to think from the
late Defertions, that the soth, and gift, and
the New Ferfey Regiment, together with the
four New York Independent Companies and
the Companies expected from North Carolina
could not be depended upon at prefent for
producing above 2000 Men fit for Service,
they advifed Mr. Skirley to employ the whole
of thofe Corps, in fecuring Ofwego, and its

Communication with A//szy
zdly. That the 44th, and 48th Regiments,
together with what could be fpared out of
the before-mentioned Regiments and Com-
panies for attempting the Reduéion of the
French Forts at Niggara, or on the Lake On-
tario, were rot a {ufficient Force for that Ser-
vice ; in giving their Opinion upon which Point
they referred themfelves to that of the Council
of War held at New Yo7 on the 12th and 13th
of December laft, which was compofed of the
principal Governors upon the Continent, and
his Majefty’s Field Officers then prefent, who
were unanimoufly of Opinion that 6ooo
Troops at leaft were neceflary for that Pur-
Pofe and they were alfo of Opinion that it
was
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was not advifeable to leave the fecuring of the 1756,
Country to the Northward of the City of Albany,'==v==d
together awith that City, to the Provincial Troops
raifed for the Expedition againft Crown Point.

3dly. That the 44th and 48th Regiments,.
with the Provineials appear’dto be,according to
theIntellig ‘nce of the Enemy’s Strength, a fuffi-
cient Force ‘o attempt the Reduction of the
French Forts at Tionderoge and Crown Point ;
but that for tl ¢ prefent thofe two Regiments
fhould rem- a, where they were then en-
camp’d, a.d that immediate Preparations
fhould be made for joining them with the Pro-
vincials in the Redu&ion of Crown Point;
that being the only way at prefent, where they
could be of ufe in annoying the Enemy.

As the Sentiments of the Council fell in
with Mr. Shirley’s, and in particular their pro-
pofed Difpofition of the 44th and 48th Regi-
ments put them in a Situation of being ready
to be made ufe of in fuch manner as Mr. Shir-
ley’s Succeflor in the Command fhould find
moft confiftent with the Plan of Operations,
which might be committed to bim, he thought
it moft advifeable for his Majefly’s Service to
a& accordingly, and gave Orders that the
44th and 48th Regiments thould ‘remain in
their prefent Encampments.

As to the soth and sift, and New Ferfey
Regiments, with the Independent Companies
of New York, they were continued likewife in
their Pofts, as the Council of War advifed;
and as the Carolina Companies were not yet

arrived,
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June 7.
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arrived, 150 of the 44th Regiment were

ofted at the Conajobara Falls, and 70 more
at the Mobawks Caftle, two of the Pofts on
the Mbbawks River: The Battoe-men, who
were then about 2000 in Number, were (ex-
cept 200) conftantly employed in tranfporting
Provifions to Ofwego, where by the firft of

uly there was fuflicient for sooo Men for
feveral Months; the other 200 were employ’d
in getting up the Provifions and Stores to Sa-
rabtoga ; which were alfo compleated by the
firft of Fuly.

About the time of holding the laft Council
of War, Engineers were fent by Mr. Shirley
to view the Works at Fort Edward and Fort
William Henry, by whofe Accounts of them it
appeared, that the Plans were bad, and thofe.
not half executed, that of Fort Edward efpe-
cially ; whereupon Mr. Shirley order’d Plans
for their Amendment to be laid before him,
which were fettled by the Engincer in Chief,
and fent two Engineers to each of the Forts,
to put them into a State of Defence.

While thefe Proceedings were carrying on
Colonel W#ebb arrived from England at New
York 7th Sune, and in a Letter, dated the Dav
after, acquamted Mr. Shirley, that he fhoul d
fet out out in a Day or two for Albany, an nd
would ufe all the lepatch in his Power to
relieve him, inclofing two Letters at the fame
time from one of his Majefty’s Principal Se-
cretaries of State, dated the 13th and 31ft of
Muarch, in the latter of which Mr, Shirfey re-

ceived
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ceived his Majefty’s Orders to repair to Eng- 1756
land. e

On the Receipt of this Letter from Mr.
Webb, Mr. Shirley directed the Preparations to

o on as he had before ordered, and prepared

to give his Swcceffor a compleat Account in
Writing of the State of every Part of the Ser-
vice under his Care, that he might lofe no
time, after being relieved, in proceeding to
England as {oon as poflible, agreeable to his
Majefip’s Commands ; but he was not reliev’d
till Major General Abercrombie’s Arrival.

On the 20th of Fune Mr. Shirley received June 2c.
Advice, that Major General Abercombie was ar-
rived at New York, with Otway's'and the High-
land Regiments.

On the 2 5th General Abercrombie arrived at June 25.
Albany, in Company with Colonel #ebb, and
the Day following took upon him the chref
Command,

Mr. Shirley gave General Abercrombie a very June 27
particular Account in Writing of the State of.
every Part of his Majefly’s Service under his.
Care, with the Strength of the Regiments,
Garrifons, and Works, and laid before him
every Paper he had in his Poffeflion, which
might give him any Light into his Majefty’s
Serv1ce and as far as was confiftent with Po-
litenefs, gave him his Sentiments concerning
the moft advifeable manner of employing the
Troops in the enfuing Campaign.

In particular, as Mr. Shirly was of Opl—
nion, upon the Amval of Otway’s and the

Hzg/:..
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1756. Highland Regiment from England, that formd
of the Regular Forces might be {pared, not
only to ftrengthen Ofwego, but even to a&
offenfively upon Lake Onfario; and that
if two Battalions of them fhould be employ'd
there, they might with the 2000 Battoe-men,
and what might be {pared from the Garrifon
at Ofwego, and the Troops pofted between
Schenectada and that Place, together with the
Indians, which Sir William Fobnfor had en-
gaged to have been ready to a& at Ofwego, and
the Naval Force which would by that time be
equipped and fitted out there, make a fuffi-
cient Force to attempt the Reduction of Fort
Frontenac, or at lealt Niagara, he fignified
his Sentiments upon this Point to General
Abercrombie as plainly as he could, without
obtruding his Advice upon him, in the two
following Paragraphs of his Letters to him of
the 27th and 29th of Fuze, in the former of
which he wrote thus: ¢ It may not be im-
‘¢ proper to obferve here, that it would be of
‘““ very great Importance to his Mayefly’s Ser-
““ vice, if a fuccefsful Attempt could be made
¢ this Campaign againft the French Fort at
 Niagara, for this Reafon in particular
‘¢ (among others), that the lofing or gaining
““ the Indians to the Intereft of the Englifh
““ feems very much to depend upon the A&i-
“ vity and Succefs of our Operations this Year.
¢ upon Lake Ontario:” Andin the latter
he told him, ¢ He thould have obferved, in
¢ his Letter datcd the 27th Inftant, that 'the
. ¢ Opiniofy
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& Opinion contained in the Mihute of the 1755
¢« Council of War held at Albany the 2 5th of
¢ May covcemmg the Infufﬁcxency of his
“ Majefty’s Forces in North America to carry
“ on Attempts againtt the French Settlements,

¢ both at Crown Point and Niagara that Sum-
“ mer, was founded upon the Confideration
¢ of the Number of his Majefty’s Regular
« Troops, which were altually there at the
“ time of holding that Council, and confifted
“ only of the 44th, 48th, 5oth§ s1ft Regi-
* men.s, and fou~ Independent Companies of
¢« New Yk, and without any regard had to
t¢ Otway’s and the Highland Regiments, which
« were fince arrived;” and of this Mr. Shirley
made mention in one of his Letters to his
Majeity’s Minifters.

Captain Brad/freet had fet out early this
Month from Schenectadz with the fecond
Lading of Provifions and Stores for Ofvego ;
at which Time Mr. Shirley gave him Orders,
that immediately upon the Delivery of them
there, he thould make an Attempt againft the
French Settlement at -+ La Galletre up the Ri-
ver Iroguois (from whence their Indian Parties
had done great Mifchief) with his Battoe-men
and fome Troops with Artillery from the Gar-
rifon, provided the Commanding Officer there
thould be of Opinion, he could fpare any for
that Service ; but as Mr. Shirley, upon his re-
ceiving Advice of Mr. Webb's Arnval at New

4 This Place is called by the Indians Affivegochi.
N Vork,
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1756 Yo7k, had it much at heart that Captain Brad-
ftreet thould return to Schenec?ada as foon as
poffible for his Succeffor’s Orders; and efpe-
cially to carry a Reinforcement to the Garrifon
at Ofwego, in cafe he fhould think proper to
fend any, together with the Remainder of the
Cannon, naval Stores and Seamen for the new
Veflels on Lake Ontario, he difpatch’d an Ex-
prefs after Mr. Bradfirect, which was followed
by two other Letters countermanding his for-
mer Orders to him, and directing him to re-
turn to Schenetfada as foon as poflible, after
delivering his Provifions and Stores at Of-
wego.

It is proper to obferve here, that it appears
from the Minutes of the Council of War held
at Albany the 2 sth of May laft, and Mr. Shir-
ley's Letter to Major General Abercrombie dat-
ed the 27th of Fune, that the Land and Naval
Forces, to which Mr. Shirley had determined
to truft the Defence of Ofwego, were to confift
of a Garrifon of 1300 Troops, 550 more to be
pofted at the feveral Paflfes between Ofwego
and Albany for guarding the Magazines, and
keeping open a Communication between thofe
two Places, two Veflels of 10 Carriage Guns
each, and two {fmall Schooners (us’d as Row-
Gallies) of 10 Swivels each, all built in the
Year 1755 ; three Veflels built in the fucceed-
ing Spring and Summer defign’d to mount,
one of them 18 Cannon, one 14, and the other
6, which two laft are in the Minutes of the
Council held at 4/bany by miftake faid to carry

2 10,
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10, and 8 Cannon, 250 Whale-Boats ca- 1756
pable of navigating the Lake Onfario, and
holding 16 Men each, and 2000 Battoe-men,
which, though raifed immediately for that
Service, yet as they were arm’d with Mufquets
and Hatchets, and marfhall’d in Companies of
50 Men each commanded by two Officers,
could be ferviceable likewife for manning the
Whale-Boats or doing Duty at Land, as his
Majefty’s Service might require; and that be-
fides this Force Mr. Shirley depended upon a
large Body of the Indians of the Six Nations
which Sir William Sobnfon was to have affem-
bled at Ofwego this Summer, to be ready
for fuch Service as they fhould be ordered
upon.

As to the Expedition againft Crown Point,
it appears by the fame Minutes of Council, that
before the Arrival of Otway’s and the Highland
Regiments, and the gaining Intelligence of the
Defign of the French to attack Ojwego that
Summer, Mr. Shirley had determined to have
profecuted it that Year (in cafe any Accident
fhould have prevented the timely Arrival of
the Earl of Loudoun or the other General Ofi-
cers {ent by his Majefly to take upon them the,
Chief Command in North America until his
Eordfbip’s Arrival) with the Provincial Troops
computed to confift of 7000 Men, Officers.
included, one Company of Rangers, 100 In+
dians expelted from *Sir William Ffobnfon, and
his Majefty’s 44th and 48th Regiments, and
the beforementioned Company of Stockbridge

N2 lidians
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1756.  Indiaxs confilting of 45 Men commanded by
=~~~ Indian Officers.

That the beforementioned Forces would
have been {ufficient for the Services, to which
they were refpectively deftined, and moft pro-
bably have effected them if they hadnot been
prevented by Meafures taken fince the Expira-
tzei2 of Mr. Shirley’s Command, will appear
trom the following Obfervations.

The old Fort at Ofwego was {urrounded with,
a ftrong Breaft-work of Earth, having a Ditch
thrown up on the outfide and mounted with
about 20 Cannon; and Fort Onfario, tho’ nothing
had been done to ftrengthen it fince Mr. Shir- -
ley’'s Departure from Ofwego (except furround-
ing it with a Ditch not quite finifh’d) was, as
hath been before obferv’d, picketed with Logs
from 3 to 4 Foot thick, capable, according
to the general Opinion, of refifting a 3 1b. or
4 1b. Shot, and mounted with cight Pieces of
Cannon, and fome Cohorns, and upon the
whole was defenfible againft an Attack of al-
moft any Number of Men with {fmall Arms,

that could be fuppofed to be brought againft
it
The Naval Force defigned for the Protec-

tion of Ofwego was, according to all Accounts,
(as will herein after more fully appear) much
Juperior to that which the French were prepar=
ywig for Lake Ontario, and confequently fufi-
¢ient to have kept the Command of the Lake,
and prevented the French from landing any
1grgc Number of Men, with Artillery and
‘ Stores
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Btores near the Forts, particularly Artillery, 1736
without which Ofwego was not to be
taken.
. As to the Garrifon, which was to confift of
1300 Troops, it might have been reinforced
with fuch a Number of the Battoe-men, as any
Emergency of the Service could, according
to the beft Accounts, we have had of the Ene-
my’s Strength in that Quarter, either before or
fince the Lofs of the Place, be reafonably fup-
pofed to have required ; and if in addition to
this Force, a confiderable Body of the Indians
of the Six Nations had been affembled at o/~
© aego, ready to a& againft the French in the
Defence of their own Country, as Mr. Shirley
had the utmoft Reafon to expedt, it is not cre-
dible that the French would have made any
Attempt againft Ofwego that Year.

As to the Sufficiency of the Forces deftin’d
for the Expedition againft Crown Point 5 that
feems to be put out of queftion by the unani-
mous Opinion of the before-mentioned Coun-
cil at lbany upon that Point; and the De-
{ign’s being continu’d of profecutmg it with
an equal, 1f not an inferior Force, after Mr.
Skirley was relieved from the Command and
by the Orders given for marching the Prow;z-
czal Troops from Fort William Henry upon
that Service; not being countermanded ’till
News was received of the Lofs of Ofwego.

With regard to the State, which Ofwego was
in, and the Progrefs made in the Expedition

againft
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1756. again{t Crown Point by the 26th of Fune, the
Day on which Mr. Shirley’s Command expired,

they were as follows :

There were in the Garrifon at Ofwego and
pofted at the feveral Pafies between Scheneétada
and that Place, his Majefty’s soth and s5ift
Regiments, and two of the Independent Com-
panies of New York with the'New Ferfzy Regi-
ment, and four Provincial Companies of North
Carolina, confifting in the whole of upwards
of 2000 Rank and File; which exceeds the
Number determined in the Council of War
at Albany, to be fufficient for the Garrifon and
Pafles by 150, befides Sailors, Ship Carpen-
ters and Workmen : the old Fort was defended
with the Works and Cannon beforementioned,
as was likewife Fort Ontario : and by the firft
of Fuly, there were, according to the beft Ac-
counts given of the Provifions in the Maga-
zines at thofe Places, a fufficient Quantity there
for 5000 Men, for upwards of four Months
about two thirds at leaft of which were at
Ofwego.

The two Veffels built in 1755, and one of
the Row-Gallies (the other having been taken
by the French fome time in Fune 1756, upon
Lake Ontario) were compleatly equipp'd for the
Lake; two of the three new Veflels built in the
fame Year were launched the third of Fuly, as
was the other on or about the 12th ; all the
naval ftores were arrived at Ofivego by the 2d,

of
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of Fuly, except 24 of the * Cannon, and fome 1756.
running Rigging, which had 4 waited at Cong- v~
jobara Falls and the Oneida Carrying-place ever
fince the 24th of Fune for Captain Bradireet
upon his third Paflage from Scheneétada to Of-
wego, withour whofe Convoy they would have
been expofed to the greateft Rifque, or rather
Certainty of being taken by the Enemy before
they had been landed at the laft mentioned
Place; the 250 Whale-Boats defigned for
Lake O#ntario were built, and the 2000 Batoe-
men raifed by the 1ft of Apr:l, and about
200 of the Boats arrived at Ofawego by the
Middle of May, where they lay ready for Ser-
vice on the Lake.

And as to the Preparations made for carrying
the Attempt againft Crown Point into Execu-
tion, they were fo far advanc’d, when Mr, Shir-
ley delivered up the Command, that the Troops
both Brstifh and Provincials deftin’d for that
Service, with their Provifions, Artillery and
Stores, and the Veflels and Battoes neceflary
for their Tranfportation to the advanced Poft

* Mr. Shirley having acquainted the Lords of the Ad_
miralty with the building of the new Veflels, and that
Cannon would be wanted from England for them, their
Lordfhips accordingly fent Cannon in his Majefty’s Ship
Sterling Caftle; but that not arriving ’till the latter End of
Auguft, Mr. Shirley, after waiting as long as he fafely could,
in expeQation of the Cannon from England, purchas’d them
at New York, in time for them to have been tranfported to
Ofuwego before they were wanted there.

+ Vide Declaration of Fames Crawford and Edward
Brooks, No, 2. in Appendix.

ef

+
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1756. of the French upon ILake George, which 1
about five Miles on this Side of Tionderoge,
and 30 beyond Fort #illiam Henry, were in
fuch Readinefs, that the Frovincial Troops
which on the 26th of Fune amounted to 677 ;
inclufive of all Oﬂicers, thofe of the Field and
Staff excepted, and in fuly were increafed to
69og, might, as Major General #inflow, Com-
manding Officer of the Provincials, informed
Mr. Shirley, have begun their March for that
Place by the End of the firft Week in Fuly
and before the 2gth of unme, Provifions fot
2500 Men for four Months were fent to Sarab-
¢oga, which is within feven Miles of Fort Ed-
ward, and there depofited for the Ufe of his
I\/Iajeﬁy s Regular Troops, who alfo might, ac-
cording to all appearance, have been ready to
have marched by the 7th of Fuly.

Concerning this Expedition it is proper here
to obferve, that on the joth of Fune, a Confe-
rence was held at Mr. Shirley’s Apartments at
Albany, at the Defire of Major General Aber-
crombie, between himfelf, Mr. Shir/ey, Colo-
nel Webb, Major General #inflow, and Colo-
nel Gridley, Chief Engineer of the Provincials:
At this Meeting General Abercrombie propofed
to Mr. Winflow, that upon the Provincials
leaving Fort Edward, and Fort William Henry,
and marching to Tionderoge, the Regular Troops
thould move up to thofe Forts, and be ready
there to (uppoxt or aflift them in cafe they
fhould want it, and afk’d him and Colonel
Gridley how a Junétion of the Regular Troops

with
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with the Provincials, would in fuch cafe be 1736

lik’d by the latter: upon this both thofe
Officers affured General Abercrombie in the
ftrongeft Terms, that a Jun&@ion would, in
fuch cafe be pf:ifeé‘cly acceptable to the Pro-
vinczal Troops 5 and that they could be anfwer-
able in this refpet for every Officer among
them,

This Mr. Winflow in his Letters to the New
England Governments giving an Account of
the Meeting and Conference at it, calls zbe
Settleinent 0/‘ the Plan [meaning th~ Plan for
an Attempt againft Crown Poznt ] and mentions
it as extremely acceptable to the Provincials
and in his Letter to Mr. Shir/ey dated the 2d of
Azzgu/i he writes thus: ¢ Your Excellency

may remember, that the Day you left A/-
“ bzzny when there was a Convention of Of-
“ ficers, and I had the Honour to be prefent,
“ the Plan was fettled, that the whole of the
“ Provincials were to proceed forward, and to
“ endeavour the Removal of the Incroach-
““ ments made by the French on his Majefty’s
“ Territories, and that the Regulars fhould pof-
“ fefs the Pofts, that we then occupy’d, and
“ have a Force at Fort * William Henry to affit,
¢ or fuftain us, as Occafion fhould require ;
“ which was then agreeable to us ali con-
“ cern’d ; and in this Situation we remain’d
“ ill the 14th of jz;/y, when we made our
“ grand March from 1 Half Meox.

* Vide Extra& of Capt. Bradflyee’s Letter to Mr. Shirley,

No. 3. in Appendix, 1 Vide the fame Extract.
‘ - O The
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The whole of Orway’s and the Highland
Regiments landed at Albany ; and Mr. Shirley
embarked that Evening for New York, where
he arrived the 4th of Fuly; and upon Major
General Abercrombie’s and Colonel Webb's
prefling him to wait there till the Ear/ of Lou-
dour’s Arrival, being perfuaded, as they told
him, that his having an Interview and per-
fonal Conference with him would be a great
Satisfaction to his Lordfbzp, and might pro-
mote his Majefty’s Service, he determined to
ftay at New York for that Purpofe.

Captain Bradffreet having delivered the fe-
cond Lading of Provifions at Ofwego {et out
with the Battoes upon his Return to Schenec-
tada, in order to tranfport the Remainder of
the Artillery and Stores of all Kinds, with fuch
Troops as it thould be thought proper to em-
bark for Ofiwego, as alfo what Seamen fhould
be ready for him; and what Provifions he
could take in befides: On the fame Day his
firt Divifion of Battoes was fired upon in the
River Onondago by a large Body of French and
Indians, which had been waiting fome time
with a Defign to furprize and cut them off
their Paflage to Ofwego, and killed about
thirty of his Battoe-men; upon this Occa-
fion Mr. Bradftreet, who was a little behind
this Divifion, was obliged to betake himfelf
with a handful of Men to a {mall Ifland in the
Kiver oppofite to the Enemy, a confiderable
Number of whom he repulfed, with much
Bravery and good Conduct, in three Attempts

to
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to land on the Ifland; and afterwards with 1756.
about 250 of his Men, attacked a Body of

about goo of them in a' Swamp, from whence

he drove them into the River with a con-
fiderable Slaughter; and the A&ion ended

in a complete Rout of them with the Lofs

of great Part of their Provifions, Firelocks,
fcalping Knives, Hatchets, Blankets, &e.

Mr. Bradfireet arrived at Schenectada, hav- july 11,
ing gained Intelligence from his Prifoners, that
the French were forming a large Encampment
at about 32 Miles Diftance from Ofwegs, and
defigned foon to attack it; and upon his Ar-
rival at Albany Major General Abercrombie
had an * Account given him of it, where-
upon he gave Orders for Celonel Uichbd (now
Major General #ebb) and the 44th Regi-
ment to hold themfelves in Readinefs to march
to Ofwego ; but their Embarkation was 7e-
tarded, and the Battoes detained at Schenettada,
until the 12th of Augu/t ; which was till with-
in two Days of the Enemy’s coming before
Ofwego, by which means it was deprived, at
the Time of its being attacked, of the
Benefit of near one half of its naval Force,
for want of Cannon and Seamen, the Ser-
vice of the Whale-Boats and Companies of
Battoe-men, which would, in all Proba-
bility, (as will hercin after more fully ap-
pear) have faved it from being loft ; efpecially

* Vide Appendix, No. 4.

C2 if
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if the Garrifon there had been reinforced with

v~ the 44th Regiment 5 the whole of which De-

Auvg. 0.

fence (al lomno the Bwoes a Paflage of 12
Days) it nrght /*7 ¢ had 177 Days at leaft be-
fore the Arrival of the In;zm there, if that

had not been prevented by the Detention of

the Batioes 30 Days at Scheneéiada.

Mer. Siirley arrived at Beflon, and in a few

ays after {ent the Earl of Lowdourn two Com-
ponies of Rangers confifting of 60 Men each,
raifed ch;cuy out of the New England ‘Troops,
returned from MNeva Seet/e; and finding that
the Mafaclufets Gove. nment had in hlS Ab-
fence failed to raife their fuil Quata of Men
for the Expedition againft Crewwz Poinz, being
3500, and that there vas a Deficiency of
600, upon his firlt meeting the Affembly re-
prefented to them the ill Confequences of fuch
Negle, and let them know that he fhould
iflue new Imprefs Warrants for compleating
their Troops; which they moft readily acqui-
efced in, and returned him their public Thanks
for ; and Mr. Shir ley iffued his Warrants ac-
cordingly, with Orders for marching the Men,
as faft as raifed, to A/lciy, there to fol‘ow the
Earl of Loudoun's Orders : And, during his
Stay at Eofion, did every thing in his Power
to promote his Majeffy’'s Service under his
Lordfiip’s Command.

Another unfrrtunate Circumftance was, that
a very -confiderable Part of the Battoe-men,
whofe Serviceablenefs not only by Water, but
in an Action by Land, had been o lately ex-

perienced,
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perienced, was + difcharged foon after their 7s6.
Return to Schenectada. Sy

The Accounts, which have been given of
the Detention of the Battoes at Schenectada,
ftand thus. '

General Abercrombie, after his Arrival at
Albany, and before the Earl of Loudoun’s at
New York, {fent written Orders to Mr. Li-
wing fion, one of the Perfons employed by
Mr. Shirley, to furnith Provifions for the
Troops, forbidding him to make any further
Supplies.

Captain Bradfirect, in his Letter to Mr.
Shirley dated Albany Fuly 16th 1756, ac-
quainted him, that be was to return to Ofwego
with Provifions and Stores, together with Colonel
Webb and the 44th Regiment ; and in another
Letter, dated Albany Fuly 24th, fays, ¢ I {thould
¢« have fet out fome Days ago for Ofwego with
¢ the 44th Regiment, and Colonel 77¢04, but no
<« Care being taken to fend Provifions for them
“ to Schenectada, they cannot move until a
¢ large Quantity is fent there, which I fear
« will take fome time :——Notwithftanding
¢« every thing’s being fo forward at Ofwego for
¢¢ proceeding upon Action, by all Appearances
< nothing will be done that way, without the
<« French make it a Vifit, which, by my In-
« telligence, is more than probable, if proper
«« Care be not taken.”
~ Mr. Murray’s Account of this Matter is
contained in his Declaration upon Oath dated

+ Mr. Abercrombie had then the chief Command.
September



[ 102 ]

1756, Septenber 4th 1756, which is here inferted

verbatim, viz.

[ 43
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(13

I fobn Murray, of Rutland, in the Pro-
vince of the Majfachufets Bay in New Eng-
land, Efq; declare, that I was at A4/bany in-
the Province of New York, from the 1ft
to the 1oth Day of Auguft laft, during
which Time I was converfant with the Of-
ficers and other Perfons belonging to the
Forces under the Command of my Lord
Loudoun, and that then it was the public
and common Talk that the Reafons of Co-
lonel #eb4’s Delay to {et out with the 44th
Regiment under his Command for Ofwego
to reinforce the Army there was, that as
Mr. Kilby and others had contracted to vic-
tual all his Majefty’s Forces in North Ame-
rica, he would not receive any of the Pro-
vifions, that were provided for the faid Army
by Meflts. Living flon and Morris, who were
the late ContraGors, and as ] the Decla-
rant underftood, had a large Quantity of
Provifions then at A/bany ready to be deli-
vered for the Ufe of the Troops: And I the
Declarant further fay, that there was a ge-
ral Uneafinefs during the Time of this Dif-
pute concerning the receiving of Meflrs.
Livingflo’s and Morris's Proviﬁons, leaft
they fhould fufter at Ofwega by this Delay ;.
and 1alfo declare, that Colonel #edb march-
ed from Albany about the 8th or gth of Au-
guﬁ when, as1 underftood, Lord Loudoun
had agreed to receive all the Provifions,which
‘“ were
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« were provided by faid Livingflon and Mor- 1736.
¢ 745, and that out of the fame the faid Regi-“=—v—4
“ ment that was to proceed to Ofwego, was,
¢ as I underftood, actually fupphed and fure
« ther fay not.

Sept. 4th, 1756. Fobr Murray.”

And Mr. Leake, Commiffary General of
Stores and Provifions for his Majefty’s Forces
in North America, in his Letter to the Earl
of Loudoun, dated Albany 2d O&ober, 1756,
and which was tranfmitted by his Lordthip
to England, fays thus, ¢ When it was thought

¢ neceflary to fend the 44th Regiment, and
¢« others towards Ofwego, there were Orders
“ to fend to Schenectada 400 'Tierces of
“ Bread, and 300 Barrels of Pork, I ac-
c quamted Major General Abercrombie, that
<« there were not in Store of the Provifions
<« contracted for by General Shirley, above
« 50 Catks of Bread ; and for the Pork,
¢« there was not near that Quantity ; and
¢ that there was of it, being dry falted, and
< moft of the Barrels left were none of the
« ftrongeft, being defigned to be ferved out
< there; upon which he was pleafed to give
“ me an Order on Mr. George Saul, Agent to
<« the * Contraétors, for the above Quantity of
¢ Bread and Pork, which was accordingly
s« fent to Schenectada with all pofible Dif-
¢ patch.” -

Upon the foregoing Accounts given by

¥ The prefent Contractors. )
Captain
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1756. Captain Bradftreet, Mr. Murray, and Com-
~ miffary Leake, it may be remarked :

That they all confpire to fhew that the
Battoes were detained by reafon of fome Difh-
culty relating to the Provifions, which were
to be furnifhed upon this Occafion.

That Commiffary Leake’s Account, though
it feems from the Date and Tenour of it to
have been given by way of Anfwer to that,
which is contained in Mirray’s Declaration,
does not impugn it ; for though it is faid in
his Letter that there  was not 72z Store of the
¢ Provifions contraéted for by General Shirley
«« above 20 Catks of Bread, and not near that
¢« Quantity of Pork,” yet Mefirs. Lzving/lon
and Morris might have then had at Albany a
Quantity of Provifions, though not contracted
for by Mr. Shirley, ready for an immediate
Supply upon that Emergency; and though
it 1s {aid in Mr. Leake’s Letter, ¢¢ that General
« Abercrombie gave him an Order upon Mr.
“ Saul, Agentto the Contrators, for the be-
« fore-mentioned 400 Cafks of Bread, and
« 300 Cafks of Pork, and that they were
¢« accordingly fent to Scheneftada with all
¢« poflible Difpatch ;” yet it does not appear
when thofe Provifions arrived at Schenefiada;
whether in time to f{upply the Troops and
Battoe-men for their Paflage to Ofwego; or
whether they were not at laft fupplied out
of Mefits. Living/lon’s and Morris's Provifions;
as is exprefled in Murray’s Declaration ;—

Likewife
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Likewife that what is faid in" Mr. Leake’s 1756.
Letter concerning the Condition of the Pork,
~ and fome of the Cafks then in Store of the
Provifions, which had been contracted for by
General Shirley; viz: <t that the Pork was
‘¢ dry falted, and the Cafks none of the beft,”
was no reafon for its not being made ufe of
upon fuch an Emergency, as the Pork and
Bread then wanted was for prefent {pending :
Alfo that it does not appear by Commiffary
Leake's Letter, that there was not then any
Flour in Store at Albany; which might have
{erved the Troops, Battoe-men, &c. in lieu of
Bread.

That it appedrs by Commiffary Leake’'s week-
ly * Return of Provifions in Store at Albany
made to Mr. Shirley June 19, 1756, (which
was the laft Return made to him during his
Command, and but fix Days before Major
General Abercrombie took the chief Command
upon him) that there was #bexn in Store there,
among other Species of Provifions, 97 Tierces
of Bread, 376 Barrels of Flour, and 719%
Barrels of Pork ; and after the Expiration of
Mr. Shirley’'s Command, it is needlefs to fay,
it was no longer incumbent upon b to take
care that the Stores of Provifions at Albany
were duly {upplied. '

That the eflential Articles wanted upon this
Emergency at Ofwego were the Cannon, Sea-
men, Battoe-men, and 44th Regiment, which

* Vide Appendix, No. 7.
P werd
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rnch. VRIC all 7hcn waiting for Tranfportation ; for
(25 to Provifions, there was at that time in the
Magazine of Ofwego a fufficient Quantity
to {ubfift sooo Men for feveral Months;
befides a confiderable Quantity at the Pafles
between Scheneclada and Ofwego deftined for
- the latter of thofe Places; fo that all the Pro-
vifions wanted at zhat time was the neceflary
Quantity for {upplying the Regiment and Bat-
toe-men in their Paflage, the Number of both
which 'was, according to the Account given of
that Matter, now reduced to about 2000 Men
by the Difmiflion of Part of the Battoe-men.

And it may be further remarked that the
400 Tierces of Bread and 300 Barrels of Pork,
which Commiflary Leake fays in his Letter
¢« there was Orders to fend to Scheneftada,
“ when it was thought neceffary to fend the
«“ g4th Fegiment and others towards Ofwego;”
and for which it therein appears that the
Troops, Battoe-men, &c. were detained 30
Days at Scheneciada,were at leaft four times the
Quantity of thofe Species of Provifions, that
waz - wanted for their wlele Paflage from thence
to (g allowing them 12 Days for it
which was a time full fufficient, as they
cught, upon that prefling Occafion, to haye
mmade forced Marches.

To conclude this Point, when it i3 confider-
e, 1ft, ¥/hat the State of Provifions at Albany
vasatthe time of Mr. Siirley's delivering up
the Command, accorcing to the hft Account
given him by Mr, Lecie the proper Officer.

2dly,



_ | [ 107 ]
2dly, That Mr. dbercrombie, when in the Chief 1750
Command, forbid the Perfons employ.d ‘Dyk""‘"“")
Mr. Shirley, when proceeding in the Coumfs
of their Supplies, to provide for any more,
3dly, That when Intelligence came of the
Danger, Ofwegowasin, all the Provifions wented
on that Emergency was only what would
be fufficient to fubfift the Troops and Battoe-
men in their March uptoit. 4thly, That the
Provifions, which were then in Store at A/ilcry,
taking the loweft Account of that matter, mighit
with eafe in that plentiful Country, in a very
thort time, have been increafed to the full Quan-
tity neceffary on that great Occafion, by any
Perfonsengaged in thatService. sthly, Thatthe
Troops and Eattoe-men were continued wait.-
ing at Schesicéiada for Provifions fo long, that
they muft certainly have there fpent above Zou-
ble the Quantity, which was neceflary to carry
them to Ofawego 5 and 6thly, That the Provi-
fions at laft ordered, and which the Troops ond
Battoe-men waited for, were four timesas much
as were neceflary to fubfift them in tiicir whole
Paflage thither.  When thefe things zre con-
fidered, it will manifeftly appear that the De-
tention of the a44th Regiment, and Battoe-inen
with the Seamen, Cannen, and Stores deftin’d
for Qfwego, upon which the Lofs of it enfued,
cannot juflly be charged upon Mr. Sberiy.

The Earl ¢f Leadon arrived at New 150l 1y o3
where on the fame Day Mr. Sy gave his
Lord(hip Accounts of the State of his Majlly’s
Service at the time of his being relieved in tize

P2 Command,
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Command, in the fame Manner, that he had
done to General Abercrombie.

His Lordthip embarked for Albany, and ar-
rived there the 2gth of the fame Month.

Major General Webé left Albany in order ta
proceed to Ofwego ; but the Troops (as hath
been before obferved) did not embark till the
12th.

At this time the State of the Eng/ifh Naval
Force on Lake Ontario {tood thus; the On-
tario mounting 6 four Pounders, 2 Ho-
witzers and 12 Swivels, a fmall Schooner Row
Galley mounting 10 Swivels (both built in
1756); a new Brigantine mounting 14 Can-
non, 4 and 6 Pounders, and 12 Swivels, and a
new Sloop mounting 6 Cannons 4 and 6
Pounders, and 12 Swivels (built in 1%756) all
well found, provided with Neceflaries, and
manned with go able Seamen, and 130 Sol-
diers diftributed in the three largeft, were
compleatly equipped and fitted out for the
Lake ; the Sloop Ofwego (cne of the Veflels
built in 1755) which mounted 8 Carriage
Guns and 12 Swivels, was laid up for want of
Cannon and Seamen, thofe belonging to it
being taken out for the Ufe of the new Bri-
gantine ; the new * Snow (built in 1756)

* The Bar of Ofwego has generally from 7 % Feet to 8
Feet Water over it, and this Veflel was 22 Feet broad and
8o Feet long upon Deck, and when loaded drew but 7%
Feet of Water; Cagptain Shirlky, then Commander of the
AMermaid, the Station-Ship at Soflon, took great Pains in
drawing a Plan fit for this Purpofe; and though her

Draught of Water was fo fmall, yet fhe was thoroughly
able to carry 18 fix Pounders, befides Swivels. o
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launched on the rath of ¥uly, and compleatly 1756.
finithed as one of his Majefty’s Sloops of War, =~
and pierced for 18 Guns 6 Pounders, could
not go upon the Lake for want of her Can-
non, Shot, and Seamen, which (as hath been
before obferved) was waiting at the Great
Oneida Carrying-place for Captain Bradffreet on
his next Paflage to Ofwego.

‘The French Naval Force at that time (ac-
cording to the Accounts given of it by the
Englifb Carpenters and Seamen, who were
carried Prifoners to Cadaragui in their Veflels
after the taking of Ofwego) confifted of a
Schooner of 16 Guns, 4 and 6 Pounders, no
Swivels, the great Guns being old, Honcy-
comb’d Cannon, with large Touch-holes,
which they were obliged to lead without
Board, and having very bad Tackling: a Vef-
fel of 12 Guns in the fame Condition, and in
as bad Order ; two fmall ones of 6 Cannon,
of the Bignefs of Swivels in Carriages, and as
badly found as the large ones ; no f{pare Ropes
on Board any of them; their Seamen Ordi-
nary, and not above 20 of them in the four
Veflels.

After the Appearance of the Engli/b Eri-
gantine upon the Lake, none of the Freach
Veflels appeared there, till after the Garrifon
was made Prifoners ; at which time they came
to Ofwego, not venturing before to come from
behind the Ifland off * Portland Point cven to
cover the French General’s Landing.

* Portland Point is about 18 Miles to the Laftwaird of
Ofrwega.
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Lieutenant Colonel Mercer, Commanding
Officer at Ofwego, having received repeated
Intelligence that the Enemy bhad fome Place
or Camp about 30 Miles to the Eaftward of
Ofawego 5 and particularly on the 6th of Arguft,
that there was a large Encampment of French
and Indians at about 12 Miles diftance from
Fort Ontario to the Eaffward, difpatched an
Exprefs Boat, with an Account of it in a Let-
ter to the Commanding Officer upon the Lete,
who was then out upon a Cruizs to the /20//-
wardwith the Brigantine and two Sloops ; let-
ting him know that he intended the next Day
to fend 400 Men in Whale-Boats to vifit the
Enemy, and defiring him to keep to the Ea/f-
award, as much as he could, in order to cover
the Men in the Boats, and hinder the Enemy
from approaching nearer ; but inftead of com-
plying therewith, they returned the next Day
to Ofwego, and in endeavouring. to enter the
Harbour, the Brigantine was driven by a Gale
of Wind upon rocky Ground, where fhe lay
beating about 18 Hours, and was afterwards
forced to heave down, in order to have a falfe
Keel.

Monfieur Montcalm, the French General,
having Intelligence given him of the Situation
of the Englifb Veflels, that the Brigantine was
ftranded, and the other two returned into
Harbour, took the Opportunity of tranfport-
ing and landing his Artillery and Troops in
Boats, within a Mile and an half of Fort Ci:-
tario; which, as the French Cficers declared

afier
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after Ofwego was taken, he could not have 1.~

/g

done, had our Vefiels been out to the Egu-="v™
fwczrd *

Their Artillery, for drawing which the
tranfported 35 Horfes, conﬁ{"ed of about
32 Pieces of Cannon fiom 12 to 24
Pounders, feveral large Brafs Mortars and
Hoyets (among which was che Artillery taken
from General Braddsck at the Dl ongakila)
and were all brought in Battoes from P siaid
Point, as they could not have been tranfported
by Land from thence, on Account of the great
Number of Swamps, drowned Lands, and
Crecks in the Way ; their Forces confifted of
about 1800 Regular Troops, 2500 Canadeans,
and oo Indians.

As difadvantageous Accounts have been
given of the Behaviour of the Garrifon of
Ofwego (which confifted of Part of his Ma-
jefty’s late soth and 51ft Regiments," and the
Newferféy Regiment of Ineaulars during the
time of the Siege; itis a Point of Juftice due
to thofe Troops to fet their Behaviour in a
true Light ; which makes the inferting a par-
ticular _]oulnal of the Siege unavoidable ; that
being the moft unpxceptlonable Method of
doing it.

¢ About Noon the Enemy began the Attack Aug: 11.
< of Fort Untario with the Fire of their Muif-
¢ quetry, which was returned with fmall Arms
< and eight Cannon from the Fort, and Shells
¢ from the other Side of the River : The Gar-
" * Vide Appendix, Numbers s, 6

¢ rifon
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1756. ¢ rifon on the Weft Side of the River was this
===« Day employed in repairing the Battery on the
¢ South Side of the old Fort; and that Night
¢ the Enemy were employed in making their
¢ Approaches to Fort Ontario (which they did
¢ by breaking Ground and intrenching) and in

¢ bringing up their Cannon againft it.
¢ This Morning the Enemy renewed the Fire
¢ of their {fmall Arms on Fort Ontario, which
¢ was continued all Day, and returned from the
¢ Fort in the fame Manner as the Day before.
¢ At Day-break this Day a large Number of
¢ Battoes were difcovered on the Lake in their
“ Way to join the Enemy’s Camp, on which
¢ the two Sloops were again fent out with Or-
¢ derstoget between the Battoes and the Camp;
¢ but before they came up, the Battoes had fe-
¢ cured themfelves under the Fire of the Can-
® non at the Fremch Camp, whereupon the
¢ Sloops came in again towards Evening ; the
* Garrifon on the Weft Side were this Day em-
¢ ployed as the Day before, and in the Even-
¢ ing a Detachment was made of 100 Men
¢ of the goth and 126 of the New Terfey Re-
¢ giment nnder the Command of Col. Schuyler
¢ to take Pofleffion of the * Fort on the Hill to
¢ the Southward of the old Fort, and under the
¢ Direttion of the Chief Engineer, who were to
¢ put it into the beft State of Defence they
¢ could : in which Work they were employed

¢ all the following Night.

* This was an effential Part of the Delence of Ofwego
but nothing was done towards finifhing it after the Winter,

that Mr. §%irley left Ofrego,
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* The Enemy continued their Approaches to 1756.

Fort Ontario, and notwithftanding the con-

the lofs of their Chief Engineer, who was
killed in the Trenches, about ten o’Clock that
Morning, had a Battery of Cannon ready to
open within 6o Yards of it; an Account of
which the Commandant of the Fort immiz-
diately fent to Lieutenrnt Colonel Mercer;

“about twelve 0’Clock Colonel Aivicer fent

them Orders to evacuate that Fort, firft de-
ftroying their Cannon, Ammunition, and
Provifions ; about three the Garrifon quitted
the Fort and managed their Retreat fo, as to
pafs the River and join the Troops on ti:e
Weft Side without the lofs of a Man ; thefe
Troops being about 370 were immediately
ordered to join Colonel Schuyler at the Fort
on the Hill to the Southward of the old Fort,
and employed all the following Night in en-
deavouring to compleat the Work of that
Fort ; in the Morning of this Doy the lurge
Brigantine being off the Rocks and repaired
a Detachment of about o Men cfthe Garri-
fon was put on board her and the two sloops
in order to go out immediately, but the Wind
continuing to blow directly into the siarbour
rendered it impoflible for them to gct out be-
fore the Place was furrendered: This INiohg,
as well as the Night before, Parties of ths
Enemy’s Irregulars made feveral Atempts
furprize the advanced Guards and Entiies on
the Weft Side of the River, but did not

Q. ¢ fucceed

[23
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* fucceed in =ny of them. On the Eaft Side of
¢ the River the Enemy were this Night em-
¢ ployed in bringing up their Cannon and
¢ raifing a Battery againft the old Fort; the
¢ Garrifon keeping a conftant Fire of Cannon
¢ and Shells on them from thence and the
« Works about the Fort ; the Cannon which
« moft annoyed the Enemy, were four Pieces
« which were reverfed on the Platforms of an
¢ Earthen Work, that furrounded the old Fort,
¢ and which was intirely enfiladed by the Ene-
< my’s Battery on the oppofite Shore; in this
¢ Situation, without the leaft Cover, the Train
¢ affilted by a Detachment of 5o of the goth
¢ Regiment behaved remarkably well.

¢ At Day-break the Garrifon renewed the

<« Fire of their Cannon on that Part of the op-

¢ pofite Shore, where they had the Evening
¢ before obferved the Enemyat Work in raifing
¢ a Battery ; and the Enemy returned the Fire
¢ from a Battery of 10 Cannon 12 Pounders,
¢and were preparing one of Mortars and
¢ Hoyets ; about nine o’Clock this Morning
¢ 2500 of the Enemy pafled over in three Co-
¢ lumns from the Eaft to the Weft Side of the
< River, in order to attack the Garrifon on that
¢ Side : Upon this Lieutenant Colonel Mercer,
* on being informed that the Enemy were paf-
¢ fing the River and not knowing their Num-
¢ ber, ordered Colonel Sehuyler with 500 Men
¢ to oppofe them ; which would accordingly
¢ have been done, had not Colonel Mercer been
¢ killed by a Cannon Ball a few Minutes after:

¢ About
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¢ About ten o’Clock the Enemy’s Battery of 1756.
Mortars was ready to play, all the Garrifon’s
Placesof Defence either enfladedor ruined by
the conftant Fire of the Enemy’s Cannon;
2500 of their Irregulars and Indians on their
Backs ready to ftorm it on that Side, and 1750
of their Regulars ready to land in their Front
¢ under the Fire of the French Cannon: The
¢ Garrifon (which did not confiftof above 1050
¢ Men) was in this Situation when Lieutenant
¢ Colonel Lirtlehales, who fucceeded Colonel
¢ Mcicor in the Command, called a Council of
¢ War, who were, with the Engsneer, unani-
¢ moufly of opinion, that the Works were no
¢ longer tenable, and that it was by no means
prudent to rifque a Storm with fuch unequal
¢ Numbers.

¢ On beating the Chamade the Fire ceafed
¢ on both Sides, but the French improved this
¢ Opportunity to bring up more Cannon and to
¢ advance the main Bedy of their Troops within
¢ Mufket-fhot of the Garrifon, and every thing
¢ vas prepared for a Storm; hereupon two Of-
¢ feers were fent to the FrenchGeneral to know
< the Terms, he would grant ; upon which he
< made Anfwer, that the B/ were anEnemy
he efteemed ; that none but a brave Naticr
¢ would have thought of defending o weak a
¢ Place fo long, azaintt fuch 2 ftrong Trnin‘of
¢ Artillery and fuperior INumbers ; that tie
¢ Garrifon might expect whatever Terms were
¢ confiftent with the Service of his moft Chri-
¢ ftian Majefty.”” .
‘ During the whole Time of the Sieze the

11
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Caliicss behaved with a remark.tle Refolution
and Intrepidity ecainft the Enemy, exerting
themitlves to the utmoft in the Defence of
the Flace, in every Part of Duty; and it was
with great Reluctance, that they were per-
fuaded by their Officers to oy down their
Arms afier the Garrifon had capitulated, fome
of them being fo ftrongly bent againft it, as to
fuficr them!cives to be knocked at Head by
tiie Enemy, rather than to fubmit to it. *

Immediately after the Surrender of Cfavego,
the French deraolifned the VWorls there and
emborked with their Prifoners, Provifions,
Artiliery and Booty for Fort £ entcnac in their
Way bLack to Meiireal,

From this Account of the Siege it appears,
that Cfivego would not have been taken by the
Forces, which the Iicned brought againdt it,
witrouta Train of Artillery.

Thata Train of Artiliery could not bhave

>

* Saon after the Surrender of (Jivess the following Ac-
count of it was {ent in a public Letter to be luid before the
Adiombly of the b oflufets Lav, viz. ¢ that Foit Ontario

s abandsned afier being fired on with fmall Arms two
saysy withont even havirg oie Camzon Licuaht up to 16
Reports were likewile propagated and gained Credit in
Erclesdy diat the goth and gut Reghments confitted of
traniported Convidls and Zrh Renan Catholics, whe, b
their matisus Behaviour, had contributed to the Lofs of the
Places tiis might be fhewn in every Part to be mere Ca-
Tuminy ; but the 7eal Lihaviour of the Troops in the De-
fonce of the Place fuliiclently confute i,

Roporsswese lirewife proprzated greatiyto the Difadvan-
taoe of the Of7ers of both Regiments; but their known
CrarcCors, and the Dehnviour of feveral of them, upon
ccafions, in his Z2uefy’s Service, as well as this,
are {ufiicient to vindicate their Honour.

[
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been tranfported there but by Water Carriage 1756
acrofs the Lake. v

That from the Behaviour of the French
Veflels upon the Lake, and by the Confeffion
of the French Officers themfelves after the
Surrender of Ofwego, the Euglifh Veficls,
which were actually fitted out before the
Siege, were of fufficient Force to have pre-
wented the French from tranfporting their Ar-
tillery to Ofwego ; and confequently if the
new Snow and Slop Ofwego had been in a
Condition to have acted upon the Lake, it
would have rendered it abfolutely impracti-
cable for the Enemy to have brought their
Artillery to Ofwego, even without the occa-
fional Affiftance of the Whale-Boats.

That at all Events, if, in Addition to the
five arm’d Veflels, the Garrifon had been
ftrengthen’d with 1000 Battoe-men, and with
the Indians depended on from * Sir 727/
Fobnfon (all which was the Force defign’d, and
preparing by Mr. Skiiley for the Protection cf
the Place) or even without thofe Indians; in all
Probability Ofwego would have been preferv’d:
But if in Addition to this Force, the Garrifon
had been {lill further firengthen’d with the
24th Regiment, as it doubtlefs cul/ to have
been upon receiving Intelligence of the Ene-
my’s intended Attack, #hat muft have put the
Security of the Place out of all doubt.

And with regard to the Expedition againit

* Sir William Fobnfon did not proceed from Odsrazzo to
Ofwego as he was directed and had promifed to do.
‘ Crows
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1756. Crown Point, it appears, that if the Provincial
Troops and * 2 Regiments of Regulars, which
was the Force deftin’d by Mr. Shirley for that
Service, had proceeded 1n it by the Middle
of Fuly, which was the Time when the Pro-
vincials affually begun their March from Half
Moon, and the 48th Regiment from Albany (in
which Cafe they would have come before 77-
onderoge in the Abfence of Mr. Montcalin and
his 4500 Men, that were then upon Lake On-
taris) they would, in all Probability, have been
ftrong enough to have fucceeded in their At-
tempt againft the Force, which the Enemy
could #hen have for the Defence of their Forts
in that Quarter :——1It is apparent, that the
French had fuch Apprehenfions from Mr.
Montcaln’s being {fo much in hafte to deflroy
the Works at Ofwego, and return with his
Forces towards Crown Point :—But if the At-
tempt againft Crown Point had not been effe&-
ed before Mr. Montcaln’s Arrival there to
ftrengthen that and Tiondercge, yet it muft
have drawn fuch a Part at leaft of his Forces
from the Lake, as would not only have pre-
vented his making any Attempt againft /-
wego, but have put it into the Power of the
Troops pofted at Ofwego and the Paffes be-
tween that and A/bany, when ftrengthen’d with
the 44th Regiment and Companies of Battoe-
men, in conjunétion with our whele Naval

* Tho’ the 44th Regiment was deftin’d at laft for Ofivers,
which would have prevented its proceeding to Crown Point,
according to its firft Deftination; yet, there were Ctavay's
and the Highiand Regiments to fupply its room.

Force,
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Force, to have made a fuccefsful Attempt af 1756.
leaft againft Niagara, if not againft Fort Fros-
tenac :—One of the moft effential Points in
the Plan concerted by Mr. Shirky at New
York for carrying on one Expedition againft
the French upon Lake Ontario, and another
againft Crown Point in 1756 was, that both
Attempts thould be made at the fame Time:
And Esxperience feems to have evinced how
right fuch a Proceeding would have been in
this Cafe.

The Defettion of the Indians of the Five

lations, thofe of the Mobawks only excepted,
who now make but make an inconfiderable Part
of their Number, followed the Misfortune at
Ofwego {o clofely, that it has been looked up-
on as the neceflary Confequence of it; and
imputed to Mr. Shirley by thofe, who have
endeavoured to fix the Blame of the Lofs of
Ofwego upon him : It is therefore neceflary
for his Vindication in this Point to ftate the
Meafures, by which thefe Cantons or Tribes
of Indians were loft.

After the Lofs of Ofwego the Oneida Carry-.
ing-place was, from its Situation, the principal
Pafs below it, not only for covering the Eng-
/i/b Settlements upon the Mohawks River, and
even the City of * Albany itlelf, but for keep-

* The City of Albany is fo commanded by circumja-
cent Hills in that Part of it, which lies next to the /Mo~
bawks River and Indian Country, that it cannot be made
defenfible againft the Incurfions of the Enemy from that

Quarter, .
N ing
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1756: ing hold of the Indian Country, efpecially that
“~=of the Oncidas, Tufcaroras, and two Caftles of
the Mobawks, and putting it into the Power of
the Englifh to recover Ofwegoitfelf : one of the
Reafons why the greateft Part of thefe Indians
have been of late wavering in the Intereft of
the Engliyh is, that they had conceived an
Opinion, that the French would, by their con-
tinual Artifices for gaining Ground upon the
Englifh Settlements, finally become Maflers
of the Country ; which hath given thefe In-
dians fome Dread of them ; fo that the only
poffible Methed left for retrieving the bad Ef-
fects, which the late Blow fuftained at O/
wezo muft have made upon them, and for pre-
ferving them in a Dependance upon the
Crown of Great Britain, was to convince
them at this Crifis, that the Eng/ifb were de-

termined to keep Poffeflion of zheir Countr
againft the French, notwithftanding the late
Misfortune at Ofwego, and effeCtually prote&t
them, if they remained faithful, or if other-
wife, to curb them : The general Difpofition,
which all thefe Indians had lately manifefted,
to put themfelves under the more immediate
Protetion of the Engli/b by prefling Mr. Shir-
ley to have Forts built for them at their re-
fpective Caftles, and garrifon’d with Engli/)
Troops for their Defence againft the French,
afforded a favourable Opportunity for doing
this; it was therefore of the greateft Im-
portance, after the Lofs of Ofwego, to have
fortified
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Yortified and fecured the Pafs at Oneids as 1756.
ftrongly as was poflible. vd

It has been before obferved, that on the
12th of Auguft General Webb marched from
Scheneclada with the ga4th Regiment, Battoe-
men, &c. deftined for Ofwego.

The * Commanding Officer at the GreafAug. 17.
Carrying-place received the firft News of O/~
wego’'s being taken, and immediately difpatch’d
an Account of it by Exprefs to General 24,
who was then advanced as far as the German
Flats, and in the mean time made what Pre-
parations he could for defending that Pafs at
Oneida, where there then was about zoo
Troops poited.

He received Orders from General #ebb, in Aug. 19
Anfwer to his Letter, to employ as large a
Party as be could {pare in obftruting the
Paflage of the Wood Creek for 24 Miles, by
felling ci Trees acrofs it.

Some Indians complained to the Command- 4, 10
ing Officer at the Carrying-place of this Pro- =
ceeding ; which they obferved was ftopping
the Communicaticn between them and their
Brethren of the Five Nations, and afked, whe-
ther the Engli/b intended to forfake them, and
give them up to the French.

On the fame Day, a few Hours after this
Complaint was made, General Webb arrived at
the Oneida Carrying-place, with the 44th Re-
giment, and Part of the three Indcpende’nt

* Major Craven of Sir 7 illiam Pepperclls Regiment,

R Com panics
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1756. Companies of New York, and immediately.
v fent out freth Parties to affift in ftopping up

f\ug.

Aug.

30

3"

the Paffage of the #ood Creek.

Upon the Arrival of the 44th Regiment at
the Carrying-place, there were about 1500
Regular Troops there, which, together with
the Battoe-men, Seamen, &¢. made upwards
of 25c0 fighting Men ; and Sir #z/liam Tobn-
Jfon was then marching thither with the
Albany Militia. ‘

A few Days after General #ebb encamp’d,
and an Intrenchment and Breaft-work were
thrown up, for fortifying of which they had
upwards of 28 Cannon upon the Place.

~ About this time repeated Intelligence was
received, that the Ewemy had left Ofwego, and
were marching back towards Crown Point.

The Battoes at the Oweida Carrying-place
were ordered to be loaded with all the Stores,
Cannon, Ammunition, and Provifions, which
were there. -

All the Forts at the Carrying-place were or-
dered to be pulled down, burnt, and de-
ftroyed.

The Troops and all the other Forces re-
treated to the * German Flats, where they ar-
rived the Day following, and to which Place
Siv William “fobnfon had advanced with the
Militia, but upon Notice of General Webb's
Retreat from the Carrying-place, had difmifled

* The German Flats is upwards of 50 Miles from the
Oucida Currying-place towards Schenectada,

them 5
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‘them ; and it was obferved that whilft the 17s6..
Troops were there, the Indians frequently in-
fulted the Sentries on their Pofts at Night,
by upbraiding them with the lofs of Ofwego,
and the Deftru&ion of the Forts at the Carry-
ing-place. *

The further Effe&, which thefe Proceed-
ings had upon the Indians is contained in the
following Declaration made by an intelligent
"Perfon of good Credit, viz. ¢ That he per-
¢ {fonally knew many of the Indians of the Six
Nations by feeing them at their Caftles and
at Ofwego, where they came as Friends to
the Englifb, and had frequent Conferences
“ with General Shirley, and in his Abfence
¢ with the Commanding Officer of the Gar-
“ rifon ; that he was taken Prifoner at Ofiwe-
¢ go, and carried to Quebec, where he refided
¢ fourteen Montbs, and left it Offober the 4th
¢ 1757 that during his ftay there he heard
¢ it commonly affirmed by the French, that
< the Indians, who ufed tobe in the Englifh
< Intereft, had, fince the Lofs of Ofiwego,
«“ and the Englifb quitting immediately aftcr-
“ awards the Great Carrying-place at Ouneida
““ been joining the French; and that he fow
¢ and fpoke with at Qrebec, many Scores of
<« the Indians of the Oneidas, Tufcaroras, Onon-
“ dagos, Cayugas, and Senecas, 2ll of the Six

(44
(14

(13

% The foregoing Account of the March to the Ouwcida
Carrying-place and Retreat from thence is founded upon the
Journal of thefe Proceedings taken by an Officer upon the

Spat. .
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Nations, whom he knew, and had feen at
Ofwegoorat theirHead Quarters, and whodid
then profefs themfelves Friends to the Eng-
lifh ; he further declares, that two Officers
formerly of Colonel Schuyler’s Regiment,
who were taken Prifoners laft Summer on
Lake George, when employed upon a Party
under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel
Parter, told him at Quebec, that there were
between three and four bundred Indians of
the before-named Tribes among the Enemy’s
Party, which took them Prifoners,”

APPENDIX.
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N° L

Extract of a Letter from Sir Willilam Johnfon
to Major General Shirley dated Fort John-
fon, 22d April 1756.

« Have agreed with a Perfon to build a
« Fort for the Cneidas; and 1 expe& it
¢ will be foon put in hand : Iam about agree-
« ing with another Perfon for one for the
« Onondagos, the Senecas, the Aughquageys and
“ Scobaree Indians, who have all applied to
“ me for Forts ; I think with your Excellenc

¢ that they are a neceffary, and will be found,
« 1 doubt not, a very ufeful Meafure.”

Ne IL
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SENZLE G‘.W oefa g\Q_Q:A
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N° 1L

The Declaration of James Crawford and
Edward Brooks.

'Ames Crawford and Edward Brooks be-
longing to a2 Company of Men employed

to clear #ood Creek for making a free Paflage
from Scheneitady to Oftwego, declare that they
left Ofwego the 3d of Fuly laft, that there was
about fourteen hundred Troops, and about one
hundred Carpenters there at that Time, and
the Garrifon was very healthy, there being not
more than four or five Men then ill; that there
was a ftrong picketed Fort on the North Side
of the River Ofwego called Fort Ontario
mounted with feveral Pieces of Cannon and
Swivels, and was garrifoned with about three
or four hundred Men ; that there was likewife
three Veflels in Lake Ontario well fitted, and
two more to be launched that Day they came
away; in three Days after they left Ofwego the
Snow then on the Stocks was likewife to be
launched, and that at the great Carrying-place
was twenty-four Cannon fix Pounders for the
aforefaid Veflels which was brought there the
tiventy-fourth of Fuly, and remained there for
Colons!,
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Colonel Bradfireet’s Artival, to be tranfported
to Ofwego.

Bofton, Sept. 6th, 17 6.

James CrawrorD.
Epwarp Brooks.

Province of the ) Suffolk .
MafJachufets Bay.§ Boffon, Sept. 6th, 1756.

The abovenamed Fames Crawford and Ed-
ward Brooks perfonally appeared before me
the Subfcriber,” one of his Majefty’s Juftices
of the Peace for faid County, and made folemn
Oath to the Truth of the above Declaration
by them fubfcribed. '

Dan. HencHMAN,
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N° III.

Extraét of a Letter from Captain Bradftreet :»
Major General Shirley, dated Albany 16£5

July 1756..

e He 48th Regiment is gone from hence
« to-day for Fort William Henry; and
<« the New England Troops, &¢. left the Half’
<« Moon Yefterday.”
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N° IV.

Extratt of the Declaration of Mr. Kirkland,

late Surgeon of the §1ff Regiment.

PON my Arrival at Aloany from

Ofwego on the 11th of Fuly I gave
General Abercrombie a particular Account
of the State of that Place, and the Danger
it was in of an Attack from the French,
having, before I left Ofwego, received In-
telligence that the French were collectin
their Troops towards that Place ; which
Information was likewife afterwards con-
firmed by fome French Prifoners, we had
taken in the Action with the French upon
the River Onondago : 1 alfo delivered Ge-
neral Abercrombie at the {ame time, feveral
public Letters and Accounts, which were
fent by me from Ofwego ; upon which the
44th Regiment was ordered to hold itfelf
i Readinefs (with the Battoe-men under

Captain Bradjlreet) to march for Ofwego at
an Hour’s Warning.”
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N° V.,

Extract of a Letter from an Officer in bis Ma-
Jefty’s soth Regiment of Foot, who was taken
Prifoner at Ofwego, to Major General Shir-
ley, dated Dartmouth Dec. 20tk 1756.

¢« THIS only I think my Duty to de-
' clare, that I heard the French Of-
ficers fay, thatthey were greatly afraid that
‘“ the Englifh Veflels, which were aually

fitted out for the Lake and much fuperior
¢ to theirs (as they faid) would have obftruct-
ed and hindered them in tran{porting their
¢« Artillery and landing it ; and that they did
not know what the Confequence would
have been, if our Veflels had kept out to
« the Eaftward, that they landed their Ar-
¢ tillery in Battoes, and that they conftantly
¢« dragged their Battoes on Shore every Day
« for fear of our Veflels, and proceeded in the
* Night on that Account.”
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N° VI

De&lamfibn of an Officer of Major General
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Sir William Pepperell’s late Regiment, who
was fent by Licutenant Colonel Littlehales,
Commanding Officer at Olwego, with a Flag
of Truce to the Marquis de Montcalm com-
manding the French Forces at the taking of
Ofwego, and was by bim detained as an
Hoftage, during the Ratification of the Capi-
tulation, in the French Camp, viz, '

HAT he heard the Marquzs of Mont-

caln and feveral other French Of-
ficers declare, in the way of Difcourfe with
him, that they took the Opportunity of the
Englifb Brigantine’s being on Ground and
the other Veflels being in Harbour to tran-
fport their Train of Artillery acrofs the Bay

in Battoes, which would have been next to

impofiible to have been brought any other
way, as they afterwards found, owing tothe
Shore and the Situation of Fort Ontario,
where they begun the Attack.”
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N° VII. 4 RETURN of Provifions in Store at ALBANY June 132, received
Snce, iffued to the Troops, [ent away, and what remains in Store, fo 19th June 17 56.
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Sent to the Half Moon
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To his Excellency RoBERT LEAKE,
General SHIRLEY, &C. Commiffary.



