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IN T R 0 DU C T ION. 

THE proposed Confederation. of these N:orth American Provinces, 
. is a subject of sncll magnit{ide j and not only affects so vitally, all 
the secular or material interests of their present populations, but 
has snch an important bearing on. future generations, that it is 
well it is so universally engaging attention and thought, and 
receiving so much public discussion. None of the Provinces is 
more deeply interested on both those views of the subject than our 
own Nova Scotia. As one of its native popUlation, and earnestly 
desiring its well-founded and aclvancing prosperity, I cannot :fuel 
unconcerned on this confessedly great subject, which has such an 
extensive relation to the general welfare. I can truly say that it is 
no small matter of a political nature, which, at my very advanced 
years, and from other personal circumstances, would induce me to 
come forward from comparative retirement, as to secular public life, 
and engage in its perplexing, and often annoying discussions. But 
at this critical period of our history, I feel it to be a patriotic duty, 
to afford to the people of my native land, any measure of know
ledge I possess j and to offer such hints or suggestions, as may 
be likely to assist in the discussion of the subject, and contribute.. 
towards enlarging or elucidating the views under which it should;. 
he regarded, and which its vast importance demands. I can, fur-. 
ther, sincerely say, - and I think none who know me, and my 
personal circumstances, can doubt it,-that r neither have, or ean 
have any motive of an interested description tobias 01' prejudice 
my judgment. Neither desires, nor prospects of pecuniary gain, 
01' aspirations after official distinction, or political prominence, have 
anything to do with my thoughts or writing on the subject. As to. 
any family consicleratiQns,.r am equally free and unbiassed. But 
Borne objector may say, If such be your comparatively retired and 
unbiassec1 position, as to political affairs, why should you enter into, 



this public discllssion? Why not leave it altogether to the official, 
and other acting politicians of the day? I have said already, my 
motive is to assist,- though it may be only in a humble measure, 
- in the fnll elucidation of this proposed union. I may further 
l'em~rk, that acting and active politicians, as a class, are very far 
from being the persons, who are the most unbiassec1, alld regardless 
of interested considerations an(l purposes j and actuated solely by 
patdotic views and motives, bnt, with very rare exceptions, are 
quite the 1'e\'e1'8e. There i8, therefore, the more need, that on 
every important subject like the present, those who possess any 
knowledge concerning it, likely to be useful in its discussion, as 
regards the population in general, should in some mode or other, 
'of reI' it for consideration. This is a moral, as well as social duty . 
. Rnt, an objector, or even 011e honcstly desirous of ascertaining as 
,far as possible, the facts and actual truth on this snbject, may fairly 
enquire, how far I-who am not professedly engaged in political 
a:ll'air8,-a111 qualified to write concerning it, in any intelligent and 
.profitable manner. lYell, as an a11s'\\'er to any such supposed en
.quir)" I will first say, that it was either my privilege or misfortune, 
;in an early part of my life, to be ~ctively engaged in political 
,affairs, in our Provincial Legislature, for many years j and both 
wrote and spoke, rather at large on those affairs, as they related to 

'<illU' own country, as well as onr sister Colonies. Moreover, since 
my retirement ,from that sphere of engagements, I have not been 
an inattentive observer of the political movements and events 
which have been transpiring among us. Even, further, I may say, 
that I have repeatedly gone oyer this Province, and am extensively 
acquruiuted with its numerous resources and advantages j and with 
all classes and descriptions of onr popUlation. I have also passed 
through oOllsiderableportiollS of New Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Islauu, and N ewfounclland, and have seen more of Canada, than 
almost any other. inhabitant of this Province. In this last-mention
ed truly great country, I dwelt nearly two years, during which I 
tt'avelled from Quebec to London,-a distance of over eio'ht hun
dred miles,-visited almost all the principal towns, esp;cially in 
the Upper or Western region-upwards of one hundred places in 
all-many of them forty, fifty, or more miles from the great lakes, 
even to some of the mor~ remote settlements j mixed with nearly 
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all classes of the population; became even more than generally 
acquainted with the manners and modes of living of its varieties 
as to country, and in other important particulars; also with the 
chief natural resources au(l advantages of the country, its princi
pal interests, some of its political affairs, and its social condition in 
general. These which I have mentioned, are the chief particulars 
of knowledge, which may well be supposed to qualify me to write 
on most, if not all, of the chief subjects involved in this proposed 
confederation. 

I now proceed to offer facts, remarks, and arguments concerning 
the subject, under the following heads: 

1. On Confederations of States and Populations, viewed as 3. 

general subject. 

II. Remarks on the Report of the 1-Iova Scotia Delegates, regard
ing the proposed Confederation, as exhibited in their speeches in 
the late public meetings in Halifax, held on the subject. 

III. Proposed articl~s of Confedp.ration;· and herein, of The 
General Parliament, and General Government, and their exclusive 
Rightfl and Powers, on the following subjects :-1, Public Debts, 
Borrowing Money, &e.-2, Trade and Commerce.-3, Duties, 
Taxation, &c.-4, Agriculture and Imn~igration.-5, Railways, 
Steamer'l, NaYigation, &c.-6, Public Defences, &c.-7, Miscella. 
neous Subjects. 

IV. Of the Rights and Powers of the several Pl'Oyincial or Local 
Legislatures, an(1 Governments. 

V. Summary and concluding Remarks. 
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I.-ON CONFEDERATION, &c. 

It has so long been a common saying, and made applicablc to 
every subject, that "Union is Strength," that it has come to be 
thought by most persons a maxim universally and invariably true. 
On the contrary, however, in many cases, instead of being a cause 
of power, it is one of weakness, decay, and ultimate dissolution; 
and partial or general injuries and unhappiness. This is especially, 
and, indeed, almost universally trne, in instances of a national or 
political nature, where the elements or chief constituent parts of 
the Union, are of an incongruons or dissimilar description, as to 
country, religion, pecuniary, and other interests; and in the habits 
of life. Strength, or power, howeyer advantageous and available 
in any political Union, is not, however, as to present security, and 
really beneficial and final results, as valuable as enduring g~oc1 

will and harmony, proceeding from unity of secular views and in
terests. To the discredit of our common humanity, this kind of 
Union, is the strongest bond or gu~rantee, in political combina
tions of a national description. Experience, both in ancient and 
modern times has shown, that where Unions haye been formed 
under such differing or discordant circumstances, as have just been 
mentioned, they have, almost constantly, been agitated by strifes, 
and been generally unhappy; and sooner or later, been brought to 
a distressing dissolution, or final ruin of the political freedom; and 
to seriolls and lasting injury to the chief interests of the several 
members of which such Unions were composed. And fmtller, it 
has in numerous instances been made equally manifest, that where 
a. weaker and a strong,or power, as to numbers, wealth, or other 
advantages, have been brought into political combination, tile 
stronger power, has almost illYariably and in various modes op
pressed the weaker. All these, results of such Unions, have pro
ceeded from that intensity of selfishness, whicll is the most perni
cious and humbling characteristic of our eommon humanity; and 
which actuates states, as well as individuals. As one instance of 

'the kind of oppression just alluded to, may be mentioned, the all-
cient Grecian StatC'S. To some extcnt, they 'were united as to 
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political relations, hut yet, they wel;c frequently engaged in dis
tressing and desolating strifes j the stronger oppressing and humb
Hng the weaker j although their language, manners, idolatrous 
worship, and even material interests, were so nearly identical. In 
modern times, many instances may be cited, in which similar 
strifes, and oppressions have occurred, where nationalities and 
States of different races, languages, and interests; or even, when 
identical on these and other points,-have been under one general 
government j but most especially have such evils occurred, when a 
stronger and a weaker power, as to numbers, and all material in
terests, have been so united. Among the instances first alluded 
to, of strifes and other evils from such Unions, may be mentioned, 
that of Holland and Belgium; which had proceeded to open war 
and bloodshed, when some of the greater powers of Europe inter
posed, and put an end to the distressing strife, by bringing abont 
a separation, and securing for each, a distinct and separate nation
ality and government, suited to their respective races, languages, 
religion, and secular interests j and consequently they can now 
live, at least in outward harmony. Similar remarks may be made, 
as to Spain and Portugal, which nations formerly, were united 
under one government. But, lastly, let us look at the instance 
which is far the most ~)posite in this discussion,-that of the seve
ral States of the American Union. The first principles and articles 
of that Union, were framed by men, who, as far seeing and skilful, 
as well as really disinterested, and pati'iotic statesmen, were 
scarcely inferior to any of that class, who have existed in any age 
or country. Yet, still, with the patient exercise of all their wisdom 
and prudence, to cement that Uuion into end1tTing harmony, it 
was found, in the short period of about six years, that the articles 
which composed and founded it, were, as to Fecleml and States 
rights and powers, and the other interests involvEid, so defective, 
and so insufficiently defined, that the several States again appointed 
certain numbers of their most eminent Statesmen, as delegates in 
a convention, to frame a more suitable, and as they desired, a more 
firmly founded framework of Union, which would end1tTingly hold 
them together, and enalMe them to go forward in harrnonious action. 
After more than a year of deep and earnest attention to the whole 
subject, those delegates framed a constitution for the Union, which, 
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,I'ith but few alterations, has in form, but as to l'eal union and har
mony only in form, continued to the present day. Those seeds of 
dissatisfaction and discord, which 110 lmman skill, or written ar
ticles, or systems, can m'ercome or remove, still remained. The 
elements and causes of those ,discords and political strifes, which 
from the first were continually carried forward among them, pro
ceeded from radical diveTsities between the northern and southern 
sections, not merely as to freedom and slavery; but also, as to 
fayouring and restraining regulations; and further, from differences 
as to certain institutions and occupations; and more especially, re
garding their respsctive secular or material interests. To their 
great discredit, those discords were in constant and most unbe
coming activity, even in their Legislative Halls; and produced oc
casionally acts of person~tl outrage. At length those violent' con
tentions, suddenly eventuated in the present most desolating and 
afflicting war; wl1ich as to a fratriciclal, vindictive and scmguina1'Y 
character, has scarcely l1ad a parallel in the history of tl1e world. 

I have mentionecl these instances to show tl1e.truth of the posi
tion previously announced, that Unions of Nations and States, do 
not necessarily secure either dumble strength, or harmony, but on 
the contrary very often,-and especially where different races and 
sectional and conflicting interests exist,-theJie arise very speedily, 
and are increasingly carried forward, discords, strifes, and other 
social evils, which terminate in open ruptures, or in dissolution: 
and in each result, with distressing circumstances, in a greater or 
less degree, to all the members and interests ot the Union. Those 
instances also prove, that where such Unions are composed of a 
stronger, richer, and more influential state, with a weaker one, the 
former, almost invariably, treats with injustice, ~nd oppresses the 
other. The long continued experience of the injurious conse
quences of such Unions, in general, should serve, among many 
other reasons, to warn and restrain fwm periling the present 
rapidly advancing prosperity of this Province, by entering into 
the projected Confederation, especially on the unequal and hu
miliating terms proposed. That those terms are of that charac
ter, will be shown in a subsequent section. 

I shall now, as previously arranged, proceed to remark on the 
speeches of onr Nova Scotia delegates, at the late public meetings, 
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professing to contain a report of the condusions of the .Conven
tion, and the clauses and articles of the proposed Confedel;ation. 

II. REMARKS ON SPEECHES OF DELEGATES. 

Our delegation was formed of four members, two of them members 
of the Provincial Government, and two, vcr}' fairly or very skilfully 
selected, as the leaders of the opposition in the two branches of our 
Provincial Parliament. It seems it was arranged among them, that 
Mr. Henry, the Attorney General, should be the first speaker, and 
he was entrusted with a certain important portion of the general 
subject; but un7wppay for Mr. Henry, afl to sudden disability from 
bodily affliction, but happily for him. as to some other circum
stances, he was unable to attend, and perform his assigned part 
of the important and delicate duty. In consequence of this dis
appointment, the Hon. Mr. McCully undertook it, and doubtless 
performed it to the best of his ability. Here, I think it proper to 
say, that in offering my remarks, I shall endeavour to fulfil my de
sire, to treat all the honourable gentlemen, personc~lZy, with that 
appropriate and becoming respect, to which they are entitfed. 
But, as to the positions, assumptions, and arguments, and other 
material parts of their addresses, I shall deal with them, in ·the 
most free and even pointed manner. Patriotic dnty, the magnitude 
of the subject, and the vast importar!ce of the interests hlYolved in 
it, render such a style of remark, not only strictly justifiable, but 
specially requisite. 

Hon. Mr. McOully. This gentleman had in charge, to show, as 
the conclusion of the convention, that a Federal rather than a 
Legislative Union was the preferable one; and therefore ought to 
be adopted. On this part of the subject, opinions and arguments 
have been aclYanced,-thollgh with no improper design,-which are 
calculated to mislead, and to induce many persons to form very 
erroneOllS conclusions. Although the Union proposed is not in 
strict legal or political phraseology, and to tile full extent, a legis
latiYe Union, it is, in reality, according to the articles of Confede
ration proposed, a legisfative Union, on almost every material sub
ject and point of parliamentary right and power. Mr. McCully's 
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explanations and statements if applied to those articles amo1mt 10 
little more, than a distinction without a difference. In reality, the 
!l.t'ticles of the proposed plan, show it to be, both a Legislative a~d 
a Federal Union j which some have said, is more objectionablc, m 
the form proposed, than either of tpose modes flpart. According 
to those articles, there is to be n. Parliament for the whole Union, . 
holding its annual sessions at Ottawa, in Cann.da, having powers 
of legislation over all subjects and interests of a general character, 
relating to all parts of the Union; which subjects are mentioned 
in thirty-six separate clauses, or articles. including by special desig
nation; r:early>cvery subject, production, or thing j and concluding 
with clause thij·ty-seven, applying to all matters of a general de
scription j the whole forming something like the ludicrous provision, 
or statement, often referred to, of,-" All things whatsoever, and 
n.ll other things besides." And f1;lrther, this General Parliament is 
to have a supenision and control, and in some cases, an annulling 
power, over the Provincial or Local Legislat:Ires, and their acts 
and proceedings. If this is not a Legislative Union, it is difficult 
to find any other suitable term for it. It would, indeed, be one 
with a vengeance. To show that I am not singular in this opinion, 
of its being substantially a Legislative Union, I may mention that 
the Hon. lVIr. Fisher, one of the New Brunswick delegates, and as 
Attorney General, one of its present Government, in his late 

. speech on the whole Federation subject, saicl-" Although this 
proposed Union, is called a Federation, it really goes far bcyond 
that, and is, in all the essential requisites, a Legislative Union." 
Thus, lawyers and political rulers, like Doctors in other profes
sions, differ among themselves j and even when on the same side of 
such a great subject as the present. This part of the scheme will 
be more fully commented on, in subsequcnt pages, under the ap
propriate section. 

Mr. lVIcCully, in an early part of his speech, like persons in gene-
1'».1, who have little to ad vance in favour of that sicle of a subject 
on which they are treating, assumed, as true, the fii·st and most 
important point to be proved, namely,-the necessity for the pro
posed Confederation. He says,-" From the state of the public 
mind, and the public press of the Provinces, as far as I have been 
able to judge, there is but little diversity of sentiment on this point. 
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No public man \\'ho has studied this snbje.ct, can deny that these 
British American Provinces cannot for a very long time, remain in 
their present condition." I answer, no sooner does he and his bro
ther delegates, publicly annOllnce that necess"ity, and union of sen
timent, than a nnmerous band,-::ts well, if not better qualified to 
judge of that necessity, than the delegates, -rise up and openly 
oppose them j and in crowded meetings, denY,that assumed neces
sity, and effectually refute their assumptions and sayings on the 
point j and carry with them, a considerable majority in some, if not 
all of tliose "meetings. Several opponents of this necessity, are 
men who have long been well informed in mercantile and financial 
affairs, and on all the general interests of the Province. Neither is 
the p1'ess unanimons on the point, even here ill Halifax; and in 
other parts of the Province it is already declaring its adverse 
opinion j and giving warning and exhortation against the whole 
proposed measure. The same is true, as to intelligent and influ
ential persons and the public generally, as well as the press, in 
New Brunswick. And in Prince Edward Island, the opposition to 
that asssl1meclnecessity, and to the whole scheme, has, it appears, 
divided and d issolYed the government. Where, now, is this asserted 
necessity and uniYersality of sentiment? They are not fonnd as we 
see, even among the public men the gentleman has spoken of. But 
even if these were all agreed they are but a fraction of the popula
tion, and often from selfish motives, and for other reasons, are not at 
all better, if as well qualifie1, to judge regarding such necessity, or 
of this proposed union, as others of the intelligent portions of the 
population. I may here remark that the two other delegates have 
also assnmed this necessity, but none of them, through the whole 
of their speeches, have been able to show by facts and well fonnded 
arguments that it exists with refel'ence to commerce, agriculture, 
fisheries, public debt, duties, taxation, m~mufactures, railways, or 
any other publiC interest. Ml'. 11cCully says-" The pI'ovinces 
cannot for a very long time, remai.n in their present condition."-
1-Vhatever may be the case in Canada, we of these lower provinces 
do not think of so remaining. "Ve hope and fully expect still to 
advance i.n prospel'ity, :illS we have been doing j and sure1y we ought 
to desire to remain unconnected with any of the public bll1'c1ens, the 
strifes and antagonisms which have long prevailed, and most 111'0-



12 

bably will ever prevail in the two sections of Clt1uda. Mr. Mc?ul
ly passes on to speak of the relative proportions of representatlves 
from Canada and from these Lower Provinces in the two halls of the 
General Parliament; and he boasts of the delegates for the latter 
membcrs of the Union havinO" secured for them a larger number of 
such representatives than all~wec1 for Canada, in proportion to the 
respective populations. This may be so, but it is of little or no 
importance compared with the fact that the Canadian members for 
the Comlllons Honse are 147, and for the other I-lonse 48 ; while for 
these Lower Provinces there are only 47 in the one, and 24 in the 
other House. Knowing what SOlt of people politicians are, and the 
natUl·,,1 feslings as to country, who closs not ses from these num
bers, that on any subject (and there would be many) where the in
terests of Canada at large were opposite to those of the Lower Pro
vinGes the result would bs against us; for there would be 147 to 
47 in one House, and 48 to 24 in the other. Or suppose cases,
and there would be such,-where Canadian interests would be con
trary to those of Nova Scotia alone; there would be at the least, 
the 147 to 19, and 48 to 10, and who can doubt what would be 
the results. 

Our Hon. Provincial S3cretary, who has been mO!"e aware an~l 
astute on this point than Mr. McCully, and has anticipated the 
rlifficulty, proposes to nullify or get over it, by the delegates, in 
these Provinces, forming a body, like a certain bL"igacle in the Bri
tish House of Commons; and where circumstances of policy re
quired it, take advantage of the jealousies, diyisions and strife be
tween Upper and Lower Canada, which always have existed, and 
most probably always will, and from time to time, as those sec
tional questions and controversies arose, throwing our weight on 
one side or the other as l11.ight seem expedient. To show that, 
here, I am not treating the Hon. gentleman with any injustice, I 
give the words of his speech. " You will find, therefore, th~t while 
these two Sections, are thus divided, the 47 representatives must 
be insignificant men indeed, if the interests and prosperity of the 
Maritime Provinces can be jeopardized in a Parliament of 194 men." 
I leave it to the judgment of any sensible man, if those expressions 
do not evidently point to such a course as I have intimated. To 
say the least, it would be affording a temptation to do evil, that 
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possibly ~ome good might in some way, and on some other occa
sion, be attained. Such a conrse, would, also, be increasing and 
enlarging the causes and evils of the discords and 5tl'ifes which al
Ways prevail in political Assemblies. Moreoyer let it be remem
bered, that in cases of that kind, there are such things as 'l"etaliations 
and retributions j and we, of these Lower Provinces, or one or other 
of them, would inevitably, by adopting such a course, have the re
taliation inflicted; and perhaps beyond measure. My own parlia
mentary experience has informed me, that this has been done; 
and I may very well presume, that Parliaments, and politicians, 
are not more immaculate now, than they were 50 years back. And 
now, I must make a few remarks, as to Mr. McCully's statements 
of the respective numbers of the present populations in the'several 
Provinces. He says, at first,~" 'Ve have a population in the 
maritime Provinces, and the Canadas of nearly jour millions." 
Shortly after, he gave the details of the numbers, as follows-" The 
population of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Ed ward 
Island, is about 600,000 in all, in round numbers; whilst that of 
IT pper Canada alone, is 1,300,000;" and further on, mentioning 

'Lower Canada, he says, "Here "{rere a million of people." Well, 
he is correct enongh in these detai1s; but on summing them up, we 
find they amonnt to. 2,900,000; only' 1,100,000 sllol't o.f Mr. Mc
Cully's four millions first anno.unced. On ·these points, Mr. Archi~ 
bald has not committed himseif, as to !lumbers, but witho.ut 
consnltillg Dr. Cumming, of Londou; whethet the worlel will remain 
until 1866, he has given us the prophecy, that in that year" the popu
lation will be full 4,000,000." Well take this, in connection witll 
Mr. McCully'S correct number of 2,900,000 there mllst be an in
crease of 1,100,000 in two years, chiefly by immigration; 550,000 
each year,-which is rather an extravagant supposition. But all 
this, is only a mortal uninspired prophecy j and should it be ful
filled, it would further increase the overwhelming power and influ
ence of Canada, over these Provinces, as nearly the' whole o.f the 
immigration would be to. the former country. The Provincial Secre
tary has twice mentioned, in the most positive terms, tlcat the 
present po.pulatio.n of llhese Provinces is full four millions. Surely 
these hon. gentlemen should have made their statements regarding 
this part of the scheme, as to. numbers, somethhig more harmonious 
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and correct. I have thus commented on this point, chiefly to show 
that such discordant statements concerning it, furnish a good rea
son for distrust, as to asserted facts and figures, ,and on other 
particulars relating to the proposed federation. As to the ne
cessity for the contemplated Union, Mr. McCully has in his argu
ment expressly assU1necl it; but neither he, or his colleagues have 
given real facts 01' reasons to show any such neccssity. Now this 
is the very first, an<l all important point to be proved, not asslf1ned. 
They baye, it is true, dealt very largely, in SUplJositions and as
sumptions, and even call ell to their aid visions of quickly established 
and future and ever increasing greatness, and also announced 
yadous prcdictions, or prophecies, but all such mere suppositions 
on any subject, are of little if any importance; and certainly, of 
none whatever, on any such a deeply momentous and practical sub
ject as the one under notice. ,Ve reasonably demand facts, and 
sound convincing reasons; and no doubt these learned gentlemen 
have sought anel called for them, but they have not been found, be
C:lUse they do not exist. But one fact, has, indeed, been men
tioned, hy two of the delegates, Messrs. McCully and Tupper,
and exhibited in such a strenuous manner, that it would seem, as 
though it were the only availabLe one which could be found. It is 
this, that when this projected Union becamfl known in Great Bri
t:tin, the debentures on' securities of these Provinces, rose in the 
Stock Market. This may be assumed to be correct. But under all 
the views that may be taken of the fact, not much importance can 
be attached to it. Whateyer was and is true, as to the previous 
yalne of our Noya Scotia securities,-and tiler were bettel' than 
those of Canada,-that country, notwithstanding its Yast and most 
valuable resources, and means of various descriptions, was, not 
"ery long ago, by its extravagant expenditures, and by other 
causes, brought almost to the eve or crisis of deep distress,' if not 
bankruptcy, as to financial affairs;. and very naturally its public 
securities in the parent country fell far below pal', as low as 23 or. 
24 per cent., as the Hon. Mr. Dorion, one of the leading statesmen, 
has very recently declared, in the face of his country in a public 
and published speech. No doubt the holders of these securities 
would be rejoiced to hear that these three ,or four Provinces were 
going to unite with Canada and form this proposed extensive feder-
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This would of course increase their security for the Catlada 
It would be with them like the case of a creditor whose 

debtor was near or threatened with insolvency, and on the former 
hearing of the latter becoming a partner wi til persons who were in 
better circumstances, the creditor would immediately conclude that 
his prospect of obtaining his debt was much improved, and would 
rejoice accordingly . 

.As to the traffic, in securities, or stock jobbing, as it is frequently, 
::nd not improperly called,-a business not always conducted in 
the most honest and reputable manner,-it is ever of the most un
certain and flzwtnating character. The stocks or securities going 
up to-day, and down to-morrow, in successive alteTnations, afford 
no certain guarantee for a state of permanent good credit and se
curity, as to any public or other debt, or money transaction. In 
the case under remark, although in the prospect of Union, the pub
lic securities rose in some degree, they might, eyen very shortly 
after a Union, fall as low as before; especially as the debt of all 
the Provinces, at present, erroneously stated at only 82~ millions, 
would, directly after federation, by making the intercolonial rail
way, and by other expenses, be raised to nearly 112 millions, 
eyen according to the calculations of Mr. Archibald; and to 125· 
millions, if the Hon. Mr. Dorion's statements are adopted. He 
says, "the present debt of Canada, is at least 75 millions; and one 
would suppose, that he knows this to be the fact, or he would not 
so boldly state it, in his speech to his country. Here is a difference 
of only 13 millions. See how little dependence is to be placed on 
statements of public debts, even at the present time, and as to the 
future, they are without the slightest yalue. The same has ever 
been ~rue, in the history of all countries. In one part of Mr. Mc
Cully's speech, he dwelt on his rapturous emotions, on personally 
viewing· some years ago, the prosperous condition of certain por
tions of the United States. We all lmow, how deplorably different 
it has been for a few years past, and, most probably, will continue 
to be, even for years longer; yet, their Union was formed by wise 
and patriotic Statesmen, and with most earnest and long continued 
deliberation. It carried within it, however, the seeds or elements 
of discords, and dissolution j and so wonld the one now proposed, 
though, perhaps, not to the same extent. I am far from agreeing 
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with Mr. McCully, as to any very important difference between the 
federation in the United States, and the one now proposed, except 
as I shall at present, in part, and hereafter morefully show, that 
theirs was more favourable to the rights, powers, and interests of 
the respective States, than the one intended for us. They had a 
Congress for the whole Union. lYe are to have a General Parlia
ment, and General Government at Ottawa. They had Local Legis·
Iatures, and Executive Governments and we are to have them , , 
also; but with greatly inferior rights and powers. The subjects 
for Legislation and Executive power by Congress and the Pro
vinces, were for the most part specially defined and mentioned. 
The same is proposed, as to the General Parliament, and General 
Executive Government, for these Provinces; and the powers they 
are to exercise, are first specified in 36 articles; and then an addi
tional and sweeping one, is added over all subjects and things of a 
general nature, not specifically mentioned. It is true enough, as 
already intimated, that the specification of the rights and powers of 
the Legislature, in the several States, in the American federation, 
were more extensive, than they are in the federation proposed for 
these Provinces. According to the articles submitted, our Local 
Legislature could not make any l'egul::..tions, as to steamboats run
ning between Windsor and St. John,-Annapolis and St. John,
Pictou and Charlottetown,-to Quebec; or from any of our ports, 
to any place in auy of these Provinces; or to other countries, but 
all snch regulations would be made by the General Parliament. 
The flame would be the case regarding our Provincial banks, as to 
their incorporation, the value and form of their notes, and on all 
other material points; and also regarding Savings' Banks. The 
same as to bridges as the boundaries between Provinces,-regarcl
ing sailing vessels; and even as to the smaller matters of buoys, 
beacons, sea-coast and inland fisheries, ferries between Provinces; 
und on several other local matters. But I forhear to go further 
here, for all the articles will be set out and fully commented on in 
the next Section. I cannot, however, forbear to express my sm'" 
,prise., an(l even displeasure, that these honorable delegates, being 
natives of the Province, should have thought it expedient or propel" 
to place their native land under snch restrictive and humiliating 
circumstances. The proposed union will indeed bring Our local 
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Legislature down to a position little, if at all better, than that of 
a municipal Corporation. 

Mr. McCully takes credit for the delegates, that they had among 
other subjects, reserved for the sole authority, aBd regulation of the 
Local Legislature, those of Sea Coast and inland fisheries, and public 
works, Asylums, and all charities, local works, &c., but he forgot, 
or omitted to mention, that as to all such fisheries, and public 
works, the General Parliament has also the same power, as well as 
regarding Provincial agriculture, and Immigration. He also omit
ted to mention, the followi.ng articles of the scheme,-" That in re
gard to all subjects, over which jurisdiction belongs to both the 
General and Local Legislatures, the laws of the General Parlia
ment, shall control and supersede those made by the Local Legis
lature; and the latter shall be void so far as they are contrary to, 
or inconsistent with the former." After this) where is the local 
exclusive rihgt, or privilege as to all sea and inland fisheries, and 
Fublic works? Sm.'ely, it is no great concession, that we are to be 
permitted to manage our own asylums, and charities. Of course' 
the General Parliament will not wish to be troubled with the care 
and regulation of our hospitals) and Penitentiaries, - our Deaf 
and Dumb Institutions,- Homes for the aged, or orphan asylums, 
any more thaB for the, appoiBtment and regulation of "II County 
and township officers, Highways, and by-ways, gaols, tavems, &c., 
&c. I )llllst however do 1\11'. McCully the justice to commend as 
candid andlibe~'al, the following sentiments to which he g1'.ve utter-
ance :-" Let the question be examined in all its details; Let every 
man bring his best mind to the consideration of the subject; and if', 
after due deliberation, the scheme cannot be recommended, let it 
perish, say L" And here, for the present, I close my remarks on 
this Hon'ble Genileman's Speech. 

Adams Archibald, Esq., 1\LP.P. The first part of this gentle
man's briefly reported speech, requiring comment, is that, where he 
contra.sted the taxation per head, between the population of the 
United Kingdom, and that of this Province; and then went on, to 
urge the necessity for the ,.people of the Provinces, doing more than 
they haye yet done in the way of defence; and referred to " the 
feeling that existed in, England on the subject." 1i>oes the learned 
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gentleman by that contrast [s to taxation in the United Kingdom, 
and here-and ours being proportionately so low-think it a most 
dcsirable and propel' thing that ours should be increased; and does 
he mean that we, by any neglect as to defences, are charged with 
blame as to that heavy burden of taxation in the United Kingdom. 
The tone of his remarks evidently point to such conclusions. Such 
a style of speech on the suhject would be scarcely excusable in a 
Roebuck, a Cobden, a Bright, and others of their party, as to the 
Colonies, becaus,e it would not be well founded or true, at least as 
regards this Province. But it was not either suitable or correct in 
Mr. Archibald, a native inhabitant of this Province, to indulge in 
any such a style of remark. If we look at the real facts on this 
subject of imperial taxation, for our benefit, it will be found such 
as to leave us unblameable. Surely we are not accountable for any 
different state of the matter in Van Dieman's land and other British 
possessions in the Australian and Pacific regions, China and other 
possessions in the east; in Africa or elsewhere. We pay all the 
charges of our own Civil Establishment, from the Lieutenant Go~ 
Yt:rnor down to the lowest oftlcial. The few hundreds of pounds, 
or perhaps a thousand or two, paid by the Imperial Government, 
for a few ecclesiastical or special civil purposes, do not deserve even 
to be thought of in relation to this subject. The only assumed 
ground of complaint or charge is the maintenance of the military 
forces. This may very readily and fairly be answered and put 
down. The Imperial Government has, for at least a century past, 
kept up a large standing army, and although for nearly the last 
fifty years, since the close of the struggle with the great N apoleoD, 
the United Kingdom has enjoyed a state of peace, with the excep
tjon of the two raids on China, which required bnt a comparatively 
.small force, the Crimean war and the Sepoy rebellion, she has aU 
along kept up her military legions to about the same numerioal 
standard, even for the last four or five years, though at peace with 
allllations. During this pel'iod, undel' the pretence of the dread of 
an invasion from some power, she has thus acted. Surely she has 
never been afraid of invasion by Russia, Austria, or PruBsia. And 
as to France, neither is there in reality any more groun(ls for appre~ 
hension, for there is both a political and commercial treaty between 
tl1e two nations. Yet under the assumed apprehension of an inva-
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sion from that quarter Great Britain's military and naval forces 
have not only been fully maintai.ned, but the latter greatly in
creased; and also other naval defenc~s. In view of these friendly 
treaties-to speak the plain truth-it was scarcely courteous or 
civil towards the French Ruler to feel or express any such appre
hension. He is indeed chargeable wit!; many and great faults and 
arbitrary and severe acts, but there iR not the slightest good reason 
to suppose that he ever had any intention or thought of the kind. 
If his great predecessor of' the same name, could not even enter 
upon it, though long threatening and preparing for the accomplish
ment, the present ruler might well be restrained from auy such at
tempt, even if he had any desire that way. It was, to use a homely 
phrase, only a political bugbea1', to assist towards keeping up the 
same standard of the national force. Political rulers are always 
disposed in that direction, and having the st~te power and means 
in their hands, they can always find some excuse, or frame an'd ex
hibit some vision of danger sufficient to effect their purpose. There 
are too many supporting placemen, too many offshoots' of the no
bility and other aristocracy now in commission, and others in 'ex
pectancy, to be provided for, to admit of any material reduction of 
the military force. If the whole of it now in the A{l1erican colonies 
and in others also, were instantly withdrawn, not a single regiment, 
or company would be reduced. It would not answsr to have theml 
all at the Horse Guards at Hyde Park, at Aldershott, at Edin.
burgh, Dublin, the Curragh of Kildare, and other parts of the
United Kingdom. As to national expenses, the troops can on, the, 
whole be maintained at a less cost here, whereprov:isions are
cheaper, than at those stations or in any other parts of the, United: 
Kingdom. The talk, therefore, whether there or he1'e about, our be
ing chargeable with any portion of the burden of taxation on the 
people of the parent state, is without any real or just foundation. 
Moreover, the imputations ana remarks of Mr. Archibaldt,and others 
on this point are now quite out of place and time, for they know 
that within the two years past, and shortly after the Trent affair, 
the volunteer and militia systems were etitablished, and haMe been 
extensively and rapidly going forward in aU these Provinces; so 
much so, indeed, as to include all who are capable and reasonably 
liable for the service ·of miIitaIJT defence against foreign aggression. 
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That style of remark as to our imputed delinquency was quite Ul}6 

suitable, an<l improper; but it was an addition to other seeming 
plausahle reasons in support of this Confederation scheme as no 
truly valid or weighty facts 01' arguments could be found to recom
mend it. For the reason I have given, it is not at all probable, 
that in our present circumstances any of the Imperial military force 
will be withdrawn from us. But I admit that it is possible, that 
if this Confederation should take place, and it becomes at once 
such a mighty power,-though the population would actually be the 
same as now,-the Imperial Government, with some good reason, 
might say, now that yon have, in Jour own estimation, become snch 
a powerful people, so fully able to protect yourselyes against all 
attempts at aggression, yon do not need our assistance, and might 
accordingly withdraw the whole of her militm''y force. Whatever 
may be said of our Pi'ovince generally, from what I know of man
kind in general, I cannot imagine that our merchants or tradesmen, 
and those of other occupations, would be filled with admiration an(1' 
joy at the change. Now I will neither commend, nor recommend 
the feeling or sentiment of the man who when told that he should 
do certain things for the good of posterity said, "W-hat do I care 
about posterity, what has posterity done for me," But I will say 
that it will be neither prudent 110r proper for the people of Halifax 
or the Province generally, to relinquish or peril present security 
and steadily increasing prosperity for mere suppositions or visions 
of greatness at some future and uncertain perioll. 

As to Mr. Archibald's figures they are nearly throughout quite 
unreliable. The very first item-that of the debt of Canada-in
stead of 62 millions of dollars, as he puts it, is 75 millions, as al
ready shown by the Hon. Mr. Dorion's positive statement-and he 
is a leading politician of that country. The debt of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick are probably' correct or nearly so, but what 
they may be in two or more ye~rs to come, considering all the pro
jected railways, even Mr. Archibald cannot by any prophecies in
form us. His calculations as to additional expenses in the eyeJ;lt 
of confederation are altogether conjectural and far below what would 
be the reality. But the calculations as to these will be separately 
analvzed and exposed in the next section. There are other . t 

<.J , • . poms 
in Mr. Archibald's speech, whlCh mlght be noticed here, but it will 
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be more appropriate and convenient to remark on them in some 
snbsequent pages. 

I-Ion. Provincial Secretary. In the earlier p~trt of this gentle
man's speech, in his mmal flowing and energetic style of address, 
he spoke of the rapidly advancing prosperity of these North Ame"ri
can colonies, and of the conseqnent necessity of "removing the 
swaddling bands of inf~,ncy," and of " obtaining an improved Con
stitution." He is right as to the fact of great prosperity, but I 
deny his conclusion that this affords a necessity for a change as to 
Constitution; but I affirm, that it furnishes a good reason against 
any change such as this speculation or visionary scheme of Confed
eration. Political and other changes. are generally desired and 
sought for, when there are some evils and barriers to progress and 
prosperity existing which ought to be refnovecl. The gentleman 
has hinted at some" barriers" to such progress, and further men
tioned " hostile tariffs," but he has failed to name and verify them. 
There are no hostile tariffs. We can now send our coal and fish, 
and other articles they want from us as freely as we could under 
Confederation. His own correctly asserted facts, as to the rapidly 
growing prosperity, as applied to ~ova Scotia, shows that there are 
no such barriers as he merely hints, and consequently destroys his 
own strange inference of a necessity for change of Constitution. If 
then we have been so freely and extensivelv advancing in prosperi
ty. there is nothing to prevent our still continuing in the same, or 
a more rapidly favorable career. We can continue to have as 
free and increasing commerciltl and other lucrative and advan
tageous intercourse with Canada as we could under the proposed 
Confederation, and at far less cost and with much better security 
as to the preservation of all our righ~s and interests. At present 
the greatness of Canada, as to numbers of aca'ea, population, and 
in other particulars as c?mpared with our Province, furnishes no 
reason why we should be united with it, but quite the reverse. Its 
yery greatness, shows it to be perilous for us to enter into any such 
union," for we should ever be but a small and weak member, always 
in danger of such encrJiachments and other injuries as to our rights 
and interests, "as I have shown in various instances of other unions. 
Instances of the kind would inevitably occur under the proposed 
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Confederation. Neither the v,ision nor the reality of any future 
greatness of the whole union, in the eyes of the world, would com
pensate for such a humiliating and dangerous position. Canada 
would alll'ays be the great and the ruling power. It would neces
sarily be so by the articles agreed upon and proposed by the dele
gates, for theJ'e would be the General Government, and the whole 
of the directing, controlling, and determining power for the whole 
Confederacy, extending on many points, over the local authorities 
and interests of the several Provinces. In regard to the progress 
the Secretary has spoken of, he may be reminded that there is such 
a thing as retrogression; and from the circulTIstances stated this ,is 
the spectacle this Province would exhibit in the proposed Union, 
as I feel satisfied of conyit~cing every unprejudiced reader before 
closing these pages. 

He next adverted to the threatening attitude of the American 
States. This may have a double answer. First-That the Pro
vinces are now preparing for their defence quite as effectually as 
they could or would do, if confederated, as has been shown in the 
comments on the preceding speech; and next, as regarding those 
neighbouring and unfriendly powers, by the time they ha,:e closed 
their present wicked desolating struggle, they will both be so pros
trated and nearly, if not altogether, bankrupt or insolvent, that the), 
will have more than enough to do, to . bring their own affairs into 
any kind of order, and will not dare to pro yoke or commence hos
tilities with Great Britain or any other great power for a generation 
to come. 

As to the Secretary's reference to the feelings and opinions of 
certain politicians in the parent state regarding our lack of prepara
tions for Ollr defence, the charge has been answered in the remarks 
on the previolls speech. 

The gentleman's next reason or argument is of snch an extraor
dinary character that I must give it in full in his Own words. He 
says-" This proposal for Confederation has been forced npon ns 
by the fact that Canada has outgrown .her constitution, and that 
whether the ?!Iaratimc Colonies will join with her or not she is about 
to make a constitutional ch~nge." Well probably both these as
sertions are correct, b~t what strange. reasons are these to give 
in favour of Confec1eratlOll. How does It concern us that Canada 
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has outgrown her constitution, any more than that Chili and Norway 
have outgrown theirs. Canada has passed through several changes 
already, but we have had nothing to do with them, or been affected 
by them. We continued to carryon our intercourse with that 
country as usual, and got our flour and other articles from there, 
and sent thence what they wanted or would take from us. We 
have little or no more to do with change of constitution in Canada 
than with any in Van Dieman's Land, or in Prussia or Belgium. 
The contentions and the bickerings and changeableness there, are 
of themselves good reasons why we should avoid any political union 
with such a people. We have had abundance of political struggles 
among ourselves, to the injury of our peace and other interests. 
Why then should we wish to cast additional bushels of the seeds of 
discord both among ourselves and the rest of the Provinces, especi
ally when it is certain that we, as a weak and subject member, 
would be the chief sufferers. 

The Hon. gentleman has adverted to the political stmggle in 
Canada; and, although as he has told us, " she has advanced with, 
a giant's pace towards her present high position;" yet he directly 
adds that" at the present the two sections of the Province are in 
such a state of antagonism as has rendered Government impossible 
by auy public men." But is that any reason why we even by invi
tation should become involved in their stl'ifes. They are gl:a,nts, 
ancl we are but 'moderate sized men, and it would, therefore, be ex
tremely imprudent and dangerous for us to mtenneddle with their, 
antagonisms, for we should certainly fall under the displeasure of 
one or both of them, and suffer more or less of maltreatment. Let 
the giants fight it out among themselves. If they wish our friendly 
advice we will readily give it to them. There is an inspired pro
verb, which applies to states as well as to individuals, " He that 
meddleth with strife belonging not to him is like a man who taketh 
a dog by the ears." 

The Hon. Secretary has admitted, that there is "considerable. 
hostility among public men in the maritime Provinces against union 
with Canada." It is even so, but surely, that is no reason in favour 
of it, but forcibly against-it. What kind of Union would it be, 
where there was extensive hostility at the outset; and which, in 
the event of Confederation, would doubtless continue, and be in-
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creased by other causes of hostility which would speedily arise. 
The gentleman next entered on the great subject of an intercolonial 
railway mxl sa:ys,-" vVithout the immediate construction of that 
rail way there is no Confederation. If the Confederation takes 
place, that railway communication is secured at once." But see how 
the gentleman shortly after, in effect, contradicts himself, when he 
says of Canada, that" she is shut off, for six months, fro~ having 
any outlet to the ocean, cxcept through a riyal state, and therefore 
you can readily see, why her statesmen offer such terms to the ma
ritime Provinccs"; and again he saY8,-" the seaboard is essential 
to them." I deny that union is essential to the construction of the 
railway. It may very well be done now, by just and proper ar
rangements, and contributions and with the ready assistance of the 
parent state. Only about two years ago, such arrangements were 
nearly, or, indeed, quite completed, as it was thought; but it was 
by the unfaithfulness to promises and engagements on the part of 
Canadian politicians, that the arrangements were of necessity aban
doned. Canada now requires it, far more than we do, and will 
eyery year increasingly require it, to afford an outlet for all her sur
plus productions, especially during about half" the year, when the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence is unsafe, or closed. If she is will
ing to do all that is right in the matter, it may well be accomplished 
without Confederation, for the means for the purpose, are just as 
extensive, and available now, as they would be, immediately on the 
formation of the union, when the Secretary declares, it would cer
tainly be built. He says,-" there is not a public man who sat at 
that Council Board, who can think otherwise, than that there is no 
hope for the next twenty years, of the· completion of this great en
terprise, apart from the proposed union." The gentleman has here 
very properly guarded his language. He does not say, that they 
either thought, or said so, but that they can only think so. But 
this is only the Secretary's opinion, or conjectu?·e, as to their 
thoughts, and certainly affords no ground for a judgment on the 
point. But, allowing that such are the thoughts of the Canadian 
delegates and statesmen, it shows, that Canada is in such an em
barrassed or ill solvent condition, that she is unable to furnish her 
proportion of the means requisite for accomplishing the work thoua-li 
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she admits it to be so essential to her prosperity. This embarrass-
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ment, and inability, consequently affords a perfectly valid reason 
why we should ayoid the proposed union. All must agree, that 
Nova Scotia alone, cannot perform the work; or be able to bear 
the taxation, to supply Canada's share of the expenses of it. But, 
whatever were the Secretary's thoughts, he is quite inistaken as to 
those of the Canadian delegates and other statesmen for they have 
declared the contrary fact, as shown by Mr. Almand, that in 1863, 
the Governor General, said in a dispatch,-" the Canadian Goyern
ment, is impressed with the importance of the work; and is desir
ous of taking every measure calculated to lead to its execution." 
And only last winter, in another despatch, he said,-" The Cana
dian Legislature granted $10,000 for tile survey of the inter-Colo
nialline, and fmther wrote to the Colonial Minister,-" the Coun
cil of Canada has decided to undertake the sun-ey, on its own 
responsibility, and at its sole expense." And this was previous to 
the thoughts of the late Convention, for it had not then been arrang
ed or probably thought of. As tIle railway is such a necessity for 
Canada, as she admits, she will, doubtless, without Confederation 
be now willing,-if able,-to contribute her fair proportion for the 
work; and as these 10 ",er Provinces are willing to contribute theirs, 
the work may at once be commenced, as well without as with the 
union proposed. In the next section, some additional remarks on 
this subject, will be submitted. 

I now arrive at a part of the Hon. Secretary's speech, which con
hins some mystifications and concealments which it is proper to 
reveal and remove. He says,-" not only was Canada weighed 
down with debt, bnt, annually, she had t() meet a large deficit: 
whilst Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, had a surplus in the trea-' 
sury." And he further says, that,-" this difficulty is removed and 
Canada, enters into the Confederacy, on precisely equal terms, in 
point of debt, with all the other Provinces; and will also enter it 
with a surplus." I am pleased to heal' that Nova Scotia has a sur
plus in her t1'easU1'Y, but really, there is so much unfaithfulness in 
the fignres put forth in support of this scheme, that one might be 
excused for doubt, even as to this ftLVolll'able representation of our 
pecuuiary affairs; and mt'ght presume, there is some nnwitting mis
take. Canada, it is said,-" will enter on equal terms;" but how 
has this part of the scheme been devised and exhibited. Here, I 



i6 

will not employ any harsher term than tq say that as to the public 
of these Lower Provinces there has been concealment, or at the 
least, a deficiency of disclosure of all the facts on the point. In 
the plan of Confederation, to use our Secretary's language,-" Ca
nada enters with a debt of 62 millions," but is even that enormous 
sum, the whole of her debt, as nearly all in these Provinces will 
naturally conclude. Not at all, for as already mentioned, the 
Hon. 1\£1'. Dorion, the Canadian Statesman, in his public speech, 
which I have seen, has asserted, that their debt is, " at the least, 75, 
millions, only the difference of 13 millions, which would be rather 
an important item even in Mr. Gladstone's budget. But to har
monize with the other financial parts of this scheme, as concerning 
these Provinces, it was requisite to bring it down, and make it ap
pear to the public, as only 62 millions. If somewhat similar cir
cumstances had required it, tllere would have been no more incon
sistency in representing it as only 40 millions. But is that a fair 
representation on the subject? The real burdensome debt of Cannda 
will remain; and even if she alone has to answer for that sllrplus, 
to her creditors, we are to he joined to her, to increase her credit 
with those who are now holding and dealing with her debentures, 
or other securities at 23 and 24 per cent. below par, and with refer
ence to that surplus, as well as the 62 millions, we should in various 
forms sustain injury, especially by a heavy and oppressive taxation. 
The Secretary says, "by the arrangements made, Canada will 
also enter with a surplus" like, as he says of us. There would, 
indeed, be a surplus as now, but it would be a surplus of liability 
and debt. Paper articles of Union will not payor extinguish 
debts. 

The Hon. gentlemen has next told us, that, "all subjects of 
paramount importance have been reserved for the 'General Goyern
ment; and that those which come hOllle to the affections of the 
people, such as-Erlucation,-the means of sustaining the public 
comlllunication,-anc1 all such matters are left entirely under the 
control of the local legislatures." How the gentleman could make 
this latter statement, I cannot understand, knowing as he does, 
that by the express articles of the Confederation the followiuCT sub-
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jects are reserved for the sole authonty and regulation of the Gene-
ral Government. All the postal service,-the lines of steam and 
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other ships,-railway communication, connecting Provinces, - the 
census,-beacons, bouys and light houses,-sea coast and inland 
fisheries,-navigation and shipping, - banking, - incorporation of 
banks,-and the issue of paper money,-savings' banks,-marriage 
and divorce i-also, in part, the law relating to property, and civil 
rights,;-agriculture,-immigration,-and lastly, "all matters of a 
general character, not flpecia,uy and exclusively reserved for the local, 
Government and Legislatures." Surely, all these specified subjects 
are of a local nature, and" come home to the affections of the peo
ple." No postal appointment or regulation could be made between 
any two counties, towns, or villages, in the Province, but accord
ing to the regulations of the Genp,ral Parliament, and with the sanc
tion of the General Govel'llment at Ottawa; nor lines of steam or 
other ships, as a conveyance between any of onr ports-large or 
small- and those of New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, or 
Newfoundland; or i'ailway communication between Halifax and 
Truro, or any other place on that line,-nor a river or lake fishery 
regulation; nor a ship built, or navigated; - nor a bank in any 
place incorporated or its notes issued, - nor marriages celebrated, 
but according to the laws and regulations of that General Parlia
ment, and that directing and controlling Government. In such a 
state of things, these Lower Provinces would soon have ten times 
the annoyance, dissatisfaction and troUble that we ever had, with 
the magncrnimous parent country. And what are we to have as an 
eqnivalent, for all these relinquishments, sacrifices and exposnres 
to humiliations and injuries. The Hon. Secretary, has told us, 
that, in part, it will be to each individual "the honor of being a 
member of a great nationality, composing now four millions of 
souls, instead of a small community, of two or three hundred thou
sand; that the status of everyone of us will be raised; and that at 
some futUl'e time, which, unlike Mr. Archibald, he does not venture 
to name, this great Confederacy, will be ranked among the foremost 
nations of the earth." Truly these are v~y grandiloquent uttej'
ances, but they are descriptive only of vanity and imaginative vi
sion, and with discreet and sober minded people, of the present 
generation, will just be of tl~t value, and no more. The Han. gen
tleman, as to his comparative numbers, has reminded me, of the 
ecclesiastical dignitary against whose profanity I hrwe lately been 
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contending, who magnified and diminished members, as suited his 
purpose. The Hon. gentleman's four millions, lacks only one mil
lion one hundred thonsand, as already shown, from the statement 
of a delegation Colleague, and according to tile fact j and the de
preeiatino- number of 2 or 300 000 for this Province, is now, not 
very far from 400,000. The flon. gentleman has spoken briefly, of 
our becoming by confederation a great manufacturing country, and 
haying a market for four millions of people. Canada neither wants, 
now, nor will she evel' want, any of our manufactures j or, indeed, 
any of our products, or articles, of any importance, except coetl and 
.fish, which we now send to her, as freely and fLllly, as we would if 
in union. As to manufactures she is yery far before us, and neither 
needs, or will ever neea from us, articles of wooel, or iron or leather 
or wool or paper; or, indeed, of any other description. Of course, 
we should never think of sending grain, bread, or meal, meat, but
ter, or cheese, or other products of agricnlture, to such a magnifi
cent agricultural country as Canada. Butter is now sent here from 
that Province, and is said, by some, to be better than our own. As 
to the Canadian Province, I know personally a good deal about it, 
having travelled from Quebec to Londol1,-nearly 800 miles,-ancl 
visited upwards of 100 communitics, along the great river, and the 
Lakes j and through the interior of the upper country, during near
ly two years of my sojourn in the land. In nearly every town and 
yillage, I yisitecl, among the first objects for my attcntion, were the 
factory premises, in active operation. Toward the conclusion of 
the Hon. gentleman's speech, he revealed a further vision to recom
mcnd Confederation, that of its" opening up a field, worthy of the 
high talent, that this country will produce;" and of "increased 
objects of ambition for the sons of eyery Nova Scotian." Another 
gentleman of the delegation, has held forth similar language, as to 
the ambitious desires, and aspirations of our young men. But a.re 
any such visionary ideas as these, worthy of notice, compared with 
the extensive relinquishment, and sacrifices we should make, by 
Confederation, as regards control of our revenue, and reo-ulation of 
our commerce, our fisheries, our shipping, our propert; and civil 
rights j and on every other subject of a general nature; an.d further, 
our exposure to the heavy burdens of taxation for the support of 
two Parliaments, and Goyernments instead of one; and those of the' 
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general character, of a most expensive description; also for estab
lishing and maintaining' the military and naval defences for our 
great federal power, and more especially in Canada, as being most 
exposed j including forts all along the borders of the thollsand miles 
of their great river and lakes j-and also for a standing army of 
more thousands than anyone can name; besides a large militia 
force and a nayy for the Canadian lakes, equal to contend with any 
nayy of the powerful neighbouring federal states. And as to the 
extended field for our ambitious and aspiring young men, I may 
ask, are there no aspiring young men in Canada, desiring office 
and distinction? Yes hundreds of them, and of middle aged'aspi
rants also, as there are with us; and chiefly among the higher go
vel'l1ment officials, and other prominent and active politicians, some 
of them pj'obably among those who are urging this confederation 
scheme. If there are indeed any such aspimnts among us and they 
should be exalted to office and emolument in the grea.t government, 
possibly the loss wonld not be very ruinous, as it might be repaired 
by others of the same dass'. But the Canadians of those classes 
being in the immediate cirele of the General Parliament and Gov
ernment, would always have the advantage over all those. classes 
with us; and as any office belonging to that GOi'ernment became 
vacant, it would be filled, before tbe vacancy became Known here, 
even by a telegraph message. 

Many of our aspiring young men and others, have for years past, 
and especially of late, been going to the American States, and some 
to Canada, but very many of them, have also come back, finding 
that even Nova Scotia is about the best place for them. Here, I 
may close my remarks on the Han. Secretary's specious and plau
sible speech, so largely fiHed with predictions, assumptions, and 
visions, but so entirely deficient as to material and appropriate facts 
and convincing reasons and arguments. But he did the best he 
could, with what that side of the subject furnished him; and pro
bably, as well as any other talented gentleman, like himself could 
have done. While offering remarks on speeches, I may here sub
mit a few, or some of those made, at the open discussion meeting, 
on the 30th and 31st of lastJDonth. I attended the first of those 
meetings, and have read carefillly, the reports of the speeehes made 
on the following eyel1ing. The first speech on Friday evening, was 
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by the Hon. Mr. McCully; but it was of such a merely personal 
description, both as to himself,and those opposed to him; so largely 
relating to an asserted organization, in opposition to the union, and 
to personal imputations and satires and squibs in certain periodi
cals; and was so very destitute of facts or arguments, on any of 
the great points of the subject in discussion, that I feel it not at.all 
suitable, or requisite to make any special or pointed remarks upon 
it. Doubtless he thought it needful and proper, to give to his speech, 
the style which it bore, as being appropriate to the tactics of that 
l!Iide of the disscusion with whieh he is identified; and I have no 
right, nor inclination to impute to him improper motives of any des
criptiun. The next speech, was by Mr. Wier, in favour of Confe
deration; but althongh, on the whole, delivered in a very fair and 
liberal spirit, and style, I do not think it requisite, to make any 
special remarks concerning it, in regard to any reasons or arguments 
he offered, in recommendation of the measure. Then came Mr. 
McDonald, in opposition to the union, and I feel satisfied, that 
every dispassionate and judicious person present, will be of the 
bpinion, that both his first and his second address, were, incompa
rably, tbe best arranged, most appropriate) and conYincing, as to 
facts and argnments, and most impressive as to matter and manner, 
of any which were delivered during the evening. This, it is true, 
is only my own opinion; and, as I only intend to remark on the 
speeches of the principal advocates for the union, I shall not go 
into any special review of Mr. McDonald's facts and arguments; 
nor shall I remark on the speeches of any of the other gentlemen, 
who contended against the measure. 

Adams Archibald, Esq. The chief object of this gentleman's 
speech, was, to show, that at presen~, the rate of taxation per !lead, 
for duitable articles consumed in Canada, is less than in Nova 
Scotia. He set out with asserting this; but surely, in effect, he 
contradicts the assertion, wnen he says,-" Nobody has he81'd me 
say, on. this platform, that the tariff in Canada was not large1' than 
that of Nova Scotia;" and again, by saying,_" Whilst the tariff of 
Canada is laTger than that of Nova Scotia, it does not bear as large 
a. proportion, as the gentlemen on the other side have endeavoured 
to make it appear j and we have not the means, in consequence of 
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the tables being made in n peculiar way, to settle what would be 
the particular amount, that would be raised under the Cttr:adian 
tariff." Here are admissions, which, at once, destroy his first as
sertion, for every person knows, that if the tariff of duties there, is 
larger than here, an individual there, pays a higher tax, or rate of 
duty, than one in this Province. No logic is required, to show 
this, for it is self-cvident. The whole strife in debate, on this point, 
was as to a few cents, one way or the other per capita )' between 
the present tariff of Canada, 3llCi that of Nova Scotia,-a point of 
little or po importance, compared with the great subjects involved 
in the proposed confederation. This Mr. Secretary.Tupper admitt
ed, and very truly and properly said, that neither of the present 
tariffs, would be that of the Confederation. Mr. Archibald's mid
night speech, therefore, of an hour, on the point was merely a waste 
of words. But public political meetings are of· such an indiscrimi
nating character, that he got some applause for it. We know, that 
the importer always adds the duty to the price of the articles; and 
thus the consumer pays it .. The gentleman passed on, to speak of 
the opening and enlargement of the great canals in Canada, and 
said,-" look at the document on the subject, and you will find, 
that the delegates looked upon the measure, as of great public ad
vantage to the confederacy; and so soon as the circumstances of 
the country will justify it, they will proceed with these works. Are 
these canals not to be enlarged, in order to enable our ships, to go 
to the great granary of the west." . Our steamers, if we have any, 
may possibly go, but it is not probable. our sailing vessels will do 
it, and encounter the upper rapids ofthe St. Lawrence. They will 
go no further than Montreal, which they can do now, as freely and 
safely as they would do, under confederation. The General Parlia
ment and Go\'ernment at Otta:wa, may provide for the commence· 
ment and earrying forward of the work, immediately after confede
ration, as they are to have the power committed to them. From 
past experience of the recklessness and extravagance of Canadian 
politicians, as to public wOl'ks,-this being a work of great present 
importance to Canada,-it is ~uite probable, it will, on confedera
tion, be authorized and comn1enced; and we must, of course, bear 
the same rate of taxations· as Canada, for the completion .of the 
enormously expensive work. Mr. Archibald next proceeded to an~ 
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swer some assertions, which it would seem had been made that Ca
nada was a pOOl' country. In order to refute this, he says :-" the 
people of Noya Scotia drink 424,162 gallons of spirituous liquors, 
but the people of Canada actually drink 5,014,000 gallons, or two 
gallons a head, whilst we only drink one gallon cmd a quarter." 
Now, in the first place, I will say, that from the nature of the sub
ject, neither 1\11'. A~'chibald, nor any other mortal can tell what is 
drank, per head, in either country. 

His next assertion is, that "these paupers with whom we are 
going to ally ourselves, do not actually drink as much tea and 
coffee as we do. 'Ve consume 213,000 lbs. of coffee, and 1,125,-
000 lbs of tea; while they consume 1,140,000 lbs. of coffee and 
4,976,178 lbs of tea," Here, again, I say, no person can tell witb 
any approach to certainty or correctness, the quantity of any of 
these articles oonsumed there 01' here. As to the tea, haviug resid
ed in Canada nearly two years, and mixed much with the popula
tion in all the upper sections of the Province, I can confidently say 
I do not believe tha: out of China there is a more tea-drinking 
people in the world, Had I been accustomed to indulge myself in 
that way, I should have been almost poisoned and ruined in my 
bodily system by their green or hyson tea, which in every family, 
is invariably drank three times a day. I see that the Hon. Mr. 
Tilley, of New Brunswick, has made even a more extravagant esti
mate than Mr. Archibald, on the same tea subject, against his own 
Province. The estimates and statements of both of the gentlemen 
are of no validity whateycr. In order to their being correct the 
people of these two Provinces, must be supposed to drink tea six 0)' 

seven times a day_ It cannot be believed that they are such extra
vagant and intemperate people. The suppositions and the estimates 
of those gentlemen are simply incredible. 

I have thus commented on these statements, chiefly to show that 
no reliance whatever can be placed on any such estimates or in-, 
deed, on most, if not aU of the calculations and figures which have 
been pnt forth in the course of these discnssions. Such erroneous 
and incredible statements m3;y well engender distrust and non
reliance as to other statements and assertions by the same O'en-
~~. ~ 

- As to }\tIro Archibald's assertions regarding the Canadians con-
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Imming so much more intoxicatirig liquors than we do, I will only 
eay, that if they are such a drinking and drunken people, as he 
lIeems to represent them,-which, however, I do not believe, hav
ing lived among them,-it furnishes an excellent reason for ns to 
refrain from any union or' companionship with them, lest they should 
corrupt us, by their wicked example, and make ns still worse than 
we are. 

Ron. Provincial Secretary. Some rather extended remarks mURt 
here be offered on this gentleman's last speech. It chiefly consists 
of comments on the speeches of some of the gentlemen opposed to 
the union; and a reiteration of portions of his own previous ad
dresses, and which have already been reviewed. There is, however, 
one remarkahle part of this last speech, which may here he noticed, 
to show how an asserted fact may, by tbe person asserting it, be 
used as convenient, either for or agaiI)~ta subject in discussion. 
The fiecretary says: "Mr. -Stairs is not able to take the tariff of 
Canada and that of Nova Scotia, and make such a statement as 
will give a perfectly accurate relative amount of taxation. The 
materials don't exist, as the tariff.s of the two countries are con
I!tructed on different principles." Mr. Archibald, howel'er, made. 
the attempt in a speech of about an hour, and drew and gave his; 
own conclusions as to the relative amount; and the Secretary, his. 
co-delegate, in his last address, says of that speech of 1\1r. At'chi
bald, that it was an "able, luminous, and conclusive argument:'· 
It does seem, therefore, notwithstanding the Secretary's previous 
assertion on the point, that he thitlks MI'. Archibald did accomplish: 
it, even without the requisite materials. To ordinary minds all this 
will appear rather contradictory. 

The Hon. Provincial Secretal:y, in remarking as to the expenses 
6f'tile General and Local Parliaments, says "the expenses as to the 
latter can be reduced by drawing from it the l!9 members for the 
Commons House of the furmer,and 10 frout the Upper HOllseof 
the Local to serve in that of the other, and this he says can be do~~ 
without the slightest shock to the institutions of the countt:y ," 
and leave the eleetorM' pl'iovileg~s of the people the salPe as tl;tjlY' 
areto-day." Does he mean by this that the llnlI!ber of represe.~~ 
stives in our Lower Rouse is to be reduced from 55 to 36? It 
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would seem so. But if that is done, the Secretary, with all his in
genuity, cannot makc out that the electoral privileges will not be 
reduced. Surely some counties or diiltricts will suffer such a reduo
tion oj privilege, by having only one member instead of two; and, 
on the whole, certainly it is a greater privilege to have 55 to do the 
parliamentary business than 36. 

As to the aged members in our Council, I can scarcely think any 
of them can be found willing to engage in the laborious and perilous 
work. Perhaps some of the aspiTing young men that have been 
talked of may be found to undertake it. But whoever goes must 
be well paid. 

On the subject of Military, Naval, and other Defences,-under 
the Confederation articles,-the Secretary says,-" In this docu
ment, you will find, that if there is either army or navy contem
plated, the constitution provides nobody to command it. The 
Viceroy or the Governor-General is to be Commander-in-Chief of 
the M.ilitary and Naval Militia. We don't require to have an army 
and navy." But few, if any, have eyer heard of a Naval Militia. 
It seems a, newly-invented term. But let it pass. Names, how
ever, will not alter the nature of things. If there is a Naval Mili
tia, there must, of course, be ships or a navy, in which they are to 
be trained, and serve, and fight too if needful; and all this looks 
very much like having a Na'vy. In the list of subjects, over which 
the General Parliament is to have anthority, and whereon to legis
late, the following are mentioned,-" Militia,-Military and Naval 
service and defence." Here, tlle Militia and the two other public 
's.ervices are separately specified. It is only evading the true 
meaning of these words, to say, that they do not convey the idea, 
,or authorize the formation of a standing military and naval force, 
if the Governor General should think it expedient, or requisite. 
He may not do it, bnt every sensible and unbiassed person will 
say, that under those words, he would have the power to do it j 
and it is n:ght that he should have it j especially as it is intended 
or in contemplation, to withdraw the Imperial regular forces fro~ 
the Provinces. Then, the word" defence," gives equal power to 
construct and man forts, and proyide other means for the same 
purpose. As to the objection, by the Secretary, that the constitu
tion of the confederation, provides nobody to command any snell 



military and naval force, there is nothing in it j for the Governor 
General, as Repre~entative of the Crown, and Commander-in-Chief 
of "the land and naval militia forces" would have the power to 
appoint all the officers of such forces j and to keep in constant ser
vice and pay, any number of snch forces, and still under the name 
of a militia j or if any further power on the subject was wanted, the 
Parliament conld, and would, convey it, as would be perfectly 
proper. Of course, all such stanrling forces would be under pay; 
and a large portion of thein would be required for service, in the 
several fortifications, authorized to be constructed under the term 
" defences," mentioned in the clause here under notice. 

Here, I close my remarks on speeches. Portions of some of 
them, have probably received more attention than they really merit
ed j and therefore, some ap910gy may be due, both from the speakers 
And the reviewer, to the reader, for an intrmlion on his time and 
patience. 

III. ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 

There are in all 63 of these ArtiCles j but as many of them are of 
little or no importance, as regards this province, only those which 
materially affect its rights and interests will be here set forth and 
commented on. These may conveniently be arranged under the 
following general titles: 

1. Constitution of the General Parliament. 
II. Powers of General Parliament; and herein:-

1. Of Public Debts, Borrowing Money, &c. 
2. Trade and Commerce. 
3. Duties, Taxation,. &c. 
4,. Agriculture and Immigration. 
5. Railways, Steamel'l!;+&c. 
6. Public Defences. 
7. Miscellaneous Subjects. 
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I. CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL PARLIAMENT. 

ART. 3. "That there shall be a General Legislature for the Fed
erated Provinces; composed of a Legislative Council and House of 
Commons." There is an inaccnracy of description here; but it is 
of no importanoe. The Legislature is composed of three branches 
or bodies, of which the Crown or its Representative is the first, but 
only the other two are here named as forming it. 

ART. 4. "That for the purpose of forming the Legislative Coun
cil, the Federated Provinces shall be considered as consisting or 
three divisions. 1st, Upper Canada j 2nd, Lower Canada j 3rd, 
Nova Scotia, New Brllnswick, and Prince Edward Island j each 
,division, with an equal representation in the Legislative Council." 

ART. 5. "That Uppel' Canada be represented in the Legislative 
'Conncil by 24 members,Lower Canada by 24, and the three Mari
·time P!"ovinces by 24 j of which Nova Scotia shall have ten, New 
Brunswick ten, and Prince Edward Island four members." 

Canada now is only one Province, like each of the otherI'! j but 
here it is divided into two parts or Provinces, so as to give Canada, 
as a whole, double the number of members of Council, which are 
assigned to the three Lower Provinces. Here is an unfair inequa
lity at the ontset, as regards these last. There is no more reason 
as to rights or interests, for making this distinction in the division, 
as to Canada, than for making a like one, regarding each of the 
three other Provinces, for this House is not like the other House, 
formed with reference to respeetive populations. It is contended by 
the Delegates that the proposed union in this upper one, is not le
gislative but federal. But if so, each Province should be equally 
represented in the Upper House j as it is in the American union j 
where Rhode Island and New Hampshire, and other small states 
have the same number in that Honse as all the larger ones. In 
the divisions, therefore, as to Canada, each, part, or Province, 
lihould have had only the same number as in each of these other 
Provinces j and thus there would have been a just equality. But, 
here Canada, though but one country, having in nearly all respects 
common interests, has double the number of members that are 
assi~ned for these three Lower Proyinces. The operation and effec~ 



37 

of this unjuit inequality will be, that in all qnestions and meaSllres 
where Canadian interests are nearly 01' quite identical, and are op
posite to those of anyone or all of these other Pi'ovinces, there will 
not only be in the Commons House 147 against 47, but in the Coun
cil 48 against 24; and doubtless the reRult will be in accordance 
with these inequalities. But our Honorable Secretary would' as I 
have shown in a previous page, overcome this difficulty by our 
-i 7 and 24 taking advantage of discords between the two Canadian 
Provincee, and throwing those numbers into one of the scales, and 
80 turn the balance. But this, very soon, instead of procuring fa
vor with either, would displease and alienate both, and increase 
I!trife and provoke retribution. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ART· 8. "That the members of the Legislative Council shall be . 
appointed by the Crown, under the Great Seal of the General 
Government; and shall hold office during life. If any Legislative 
Councillor shall for two consecutive sessions of the Legislature, 
fail to give his attendance in the said Conncil, his seat shall thereby 
become vacant." 

ART. 11. "That the first selection of the members of the Legis
lative Council shall be made from the Legislative Councils of the 
various Provinces,-with the exception of Prince Ed ward Island,-
80 far as a rmfficient number be found qualified, and willing to 
lerve. Such members shall be appointed by the Crown, at the 
recommendation of the General Executive Government, upon the. 
Domination of the respective Local Governments; and that in such 
nomination, due regard shall be had to the claims of the Legislative 
Councillors of the opposition, in each Province; so that all politi
cal parties may, as nearly as possible, be fairly represented." 

On this last article it may first be remarked that sufficient pre
ference and favour are secured for these gentlemen; at least' 
for those on the local opposition side. But it is one thing to make 
paper agreements, and another to keep them. What Local Govern
ment will honor and favor. its enemies? Moreover, after having so 
long been wrangling at horne, will they always cordially agree, and 
go together in the General Parliament? Here is another field 
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opened for jealousy and contention j and for more enlarged strifes 
among the Provinces. Will this be for the real benefit of any of 
them? However, as regards the favoured Councillors, themselves, 
in a pecuniary view, they will doubtless be amply rewarded for all 
their participation in the politica1 intrigues and strife, by being 
paid from the public purse, for the whole time, not omitting, of 
course, and as proper, for the annual 900 miles journey to Ottawa, 
and back. This item of expense, with the much larger one for the 
19 Representatives, will be remarked on, and explained, more 
fully under the head of Taxation. 

It seems, by the Article regarding this Council, and by what is 
intimated in our Provincial Secretary's speech, that in the compo
sition of it, 10 members are to be selected from our present Legis
lative Council. But, here arises the question j-can any ten of 
the 21 of them, be found willing to undertake and perform the ser
vice? With two or three exceptions, they are old or aged men j 
and several of them wealthy, and others in independent and com
fortable worldly circumstances. Will Mr. Kenny, the respected 
President of our Council,-a wealthy gentleman, and well advanced 
ill years, consent to leave his business, and the comforts of home, 
and go off nearly 900 miles to Ottawa, in the winter season, and 
engage in, or witness, for foul' or five months, the wranglings 
and antagonisms there? I trow not. Or will myoId school-fellow 
Mr .. Cutler, now of 80 years, be able or willing to do it? Or will 
Mr. Almon leave his home and family, and pleasant and profitable 
banking operations j and the aged and rather infirm Mr. Keith, his 
palatial residence j or Mr. Anderson his more than comfortable 
dwelling place, as neat and pleasant to the eye, as himself? Or 
will Mr. Pinco,-not an aspiring young man-leave his comfortable 
home, and business j or the aged Mr. Fairbanks, his comforts j or 
will these aged gentlemen,-Mr. McNab, Mr. Creighton, Mr. 
McKeen, Mr. Comeau, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Chipman, or even Mr. 
McHeffy, Mr. Brown, or Mr. Patterson, Mr. Tupper, or Mr. Whit
man, none of tllem, aspiring yOlmg men, be Willing and able for the 
laborious, responsible, and uncomfortable work j or will even Mr. 
Ritchie, be willing to leave his family, bis comforts, and business, 
and endure the same? Now, here are 18, and most probably Mr. 
Archibald, also, equally unwilling,-m~king 19 of the 21 j-none 
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of whom, it is tolerably certain, will undertake the arduous ani! 
unpleasant service. POlsibly, Mr. McCully ~nd Mr. Dickey, 
though not aspiring young men may have some laudable, Qr excus
able aspirations, that way, and be willing to undertake it. Where, 
then, are the 10 to be found? They are nowhere, at present. No
thing remains, but to get the 19, to resign their dignity; or by an 
arbitrary Act of the Imperial Government, dissolve our present 
Council, and form it anew, of aspiring yotmg, or middle aged men. 
But, will the 19 be pleased with any of these arrangements; or. the 
public either? I leave both to ponder it well. The difficulties on 
these points, will tax to the utmost, our Secretary's political skill 
and contrivances; and after all, he will not be able to overcome 
them. While composing these pages, I have heard it said, that 
the 10 selected Councillors, are to have $4000 yearly, for their 
serviees; but I cannot for a moment suppose, that any of those 
HOIl. gentlemen will consent to receive that, or any other sum, to 
sell the independence of their Country, by putting it under the 
power of a Canadian Parliament and Government/for that would 
be their propel' designation. It would also seem, from what fell 
from the Secretary, in o~e of his speeches, that after the selection 
of the 10, the remaining 11, are to form the whole number of the 
Council for the local Legislature. Surely, this will not be satis
factory, either to that body, or to the country. A like intimation 
has been glven,-in the same speech,-that the 19 members for 
the House of Commons of the General Parliament, are to be with
drawn from the 55 members of the third branch of our Provincial 
Legislature; leaving the whole number of such members only 36. 
These two points will be fully com.mented on, in, the proper place, 
in a subsequent Section, treating of the Constitution and Powers of 
the Local Legislatures, and Governments. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

ART. 14. "That the basis of representation, in the House of 
Commons, shall be Pop.,tlation; as determined by the official cen
sus every ten years; and that the number of member!'!, at first, 
IoIhall be 194, distributed as follows j-
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Upper Canada, ••.•.•....•.• B2. 
Lower Canada, •••...•....•. 65. 
Nova Scotia, .....••..•...••. 19. 
New Brunswick, •.•.•..••. , .15. 
Newfoundland, .............. B. 
and Prince Ed ward Island, •••• 5. 

That until the Official Census of 1871 has been made up, there 
ahall be no change in the number of representatives from the seve· 
ral sections." 

At first view, it may seem fail' enough, that tile basis should be 
as here proposed. But the very great inequality of population in 
the several Provinces, creates the very difficulty as to the weaker 
Provinces in the Union receiving their due proportion of attention 
and advantages; and being, at all times, justly dealt with, by the 
much more powerful members. This point has becn partially 
treated of already, in a previolls page. There are, now, ;tilll must 
continue to be, diverse and conflicting interests, between the whole 
of Canada, and these lowcr Provinces. • And when such cases 
arise in the Parliament,-as they often will,-knowing what ex-pe 
rience has always shown is the character of public bodies, Canada 
will takc care of herself; and, to use a common phrase, securc the 
"lion's share," of ad"antages; though our Representatives were 
as skilful and faithful as possible. In the House of Commons of 
the United Kingdom, all contentions as to county, or local interests 
are avoided, by the small counties such as Bucks and 'Wilts, hav
as many members as the larger ones; and in some instances, the 
smaller counties have as many,'or more Borough membcrs than 
the larger Counties. Why could not something like this have been 
arranged in this proposed Confederation, gjYing a representation 
for the Counties of the several Provinces? This would have been 
a far more equitable mode of representation than the one proposed; 
and would have reduced the number of members, and still there 
would have been a fully suipcient number, to have transacted 
the public business, in a reasonable time; and the Parliamentary 
expenses would have been very materially lessened. 
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II. POWERS OF THE GENERAL PARLIAMENT • 

.ART. 26. "That the General Parliament shall have' power to 
make laws for the peace, welfare al!ld good government of the 
Federal Provinces (saving the sovereignty of England) and especi-' 
ally laws respecting the following subjects :-1. The public debt 
and ptoperty. 2. The regulation of trade and commerce. 3. The 
imposition or regulation· of duties, of customs on imports and ex
ports, except on exports of timber, logs, masts, spal"s, deals, and 
sawn lumber, und of coal and other minerals. 4. The imposition 
or regulation of excise duties. 5. The raising of money by all or 
any other modes or system of taxation. 6. The borrowing of 
money on the public credit. 7. Postal service. 8. Lines of steam 
or other ships, railways, canals, and othet· works connecting any 
two or more of the Provinces together, or extending beyond the 
limits of any Province. 9. Lines of steamships, between the Fed
erated Provinces and other countries. 10. Telegraphic communi
cationJ and the incorporation of telegraphic companies. 11. AU 
such works as shall-although lying wholly within any Prm'inee
be specially declared by the Acts authorizing them, to be for the 
general advantage. 12. The censns. 13. Militia. 14. Beacons, 
buoys, and Light I-louses. 15. NaYigation and shipping. 16. 
Quarantine. 17. Sea-coast and inland fisheries. 18. Ferries be
tween any Pl'ovince and a foreign country jor between any two 
Pl"Oyinces. 19. Cnrrency and Coinage.. 20. Banking-incorpora
tion of batiks, and the·issue of paper money. 21. Savings' Banks .. 
22. Weights and Measures. 23. Bills of Exchange and Pi"omissory 
Notes. 24. Interest. 25. Legal Tender. 26. Bankruptcy and. 
Insolvency. 27. Patents of Invention and Discovery. 28. Copy
rights. 29. Indians, and Land Reseryes for the Indians. 30. 
NatHralization and aliens. 31. Marriage and Divot·ce. 32. The 
Criminal Law, excepting the Constitution of Courts of Criminal 
Jurisdiction, but including the procedure on criminal matters. 33. 
Rendering uniform all or any of the laws relative to property and 
ciyil rights in Uppet· Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, and Newwundland j and rendering uniform the 
procedure of all or any of the courts in these Provinces. BHtany 
statute for this purpose shall have no place or authority in any 
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Province until sanctioned by the 'Legislature thereof. 34. The 
establishment of a General Court of Appeal for the Federated Pro
vinces. 35. Immigration. 36. Agriculture. 37. And generally 
respecting all matters of a general character not speciaJly and ex
clusively reserved for the local governments and legislatures.". 

Now, ma1·k, Nova Scotians" that you are required to surrender 
to a Parliament in Canada, nearly 1000 miles away, your right and 
power of making laws and regulations on these important subjects. 

AUT. 34. "That in regard to all subjects, over which jurisdiction 
belongs to both the general and local Legislatures, the laws of the 
General Parliament, shall control and supersede those made by the 
Local Legislature; and the latter shall be void, so far as they are 
repugn3:nt to or inconsistent with the former." 
, According to the intended plan of treating here, concerning the 

general subject, it is not needful to remark on a number of the par
ticulars contained in the foregoing list, or catalogLle, which compa
ratively are of 'mino)' interest. Only those of a really important, 
description will pass under review. These will be arranged and 
commented on, under several appropriate heads. The first which 
must be mentioned, is,-

THE PUBLIC DEBT, &0. 

This means and includes the debts of the several Provinces, 
brought into one sum; and the whole assumed by the Confedera
tion, agreeably to the following articles of tile proposed constitu
tion ;-" That the General Government shall assume all the debts 
and liabilities of each Province." " The debt of Canada, not spe
cially assumed by Upper and Lower Canada respectively, shall 
not exceed at the time of the Union $G2,500,000. Nova Scotia. 
shall enter the Union with a debt not e~ceeding $8,000,000; and 
Ncw Brunswick with a debt not exceeding $7,000,000." 

To these articles there need be no objection, 'If truly made, ac
cording to the respective populations, and on the other points 
which should be taken into consideration, in forming snch an amal
gamating alTangement. But i,t has been already shown, that 
Canada really owes far more than the sum named for her, on enter
ing the Federation. He~' debt, instead of 62 millions, is now 75 
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millions, with almost a certainty ·of such early additions, as will 
l'aise it to 112 millions, or more, as stated by the Hon. Mr. Dorion, 
one of the leading politicians, and at one time the leader of the 
Government of that Province. In his late published speech on 
Confederation are the following passages :-" The public debt of 
Canada is at least $75,000,000. Our debentures bearing five per 
cent. interest are quoted at from 23 to 24 per cent. below par, and 
it is when our finances are in this state that it is proposed to add to 
the $75,000,000 which we already owe, the $15,000,000 due by 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, $16,000,000 for the construction 
of the Intercolonial Railway, ana about $5,500,000 representing the 
annual subsidy which will be paid to Prince E!lwal'd Island, and 
the Island of Newfoundland,-in all $36,000,000, which will raise 
the debt to $111,500,000, with the prospect of adding seyeral mil. 
lions to it immediately, in order to put the country in a state of 
defence". How far, in the course of things this excess of the pre
sent and future debt of Canada, will affect the interests of the
several Provinces, and the whole Union, is a very important subject 
for consideration j and on which skilful and experienced merchants, 
and other able and financial characters, are most competent to 
decide. 

The power of the Parliament to borrow money for public pur
poses,-thongh always belonging to Parliament as indisp~nsable,
is one of vast importance j and knowing the extravagance of the 
Canadian Parliaments and Governments heretofore, this should be 
one among the many other strong reasons, to restrain these mara
time Provinces from entering into the proposed Union. It is. 
already known, th~t the Canadians want velY large sums of money, 
to enlarge and extend their canals and other improvements,-for 
the great and extensive Inter-colonial Railway;-for Militia, and, 
doubtless, very soon, foJ' a strong Military and Naval force of their 

, own j or else, to maintain adequate British Military and Naval 
forces, to secure and defend themselves against foreign aggressions, 
on none of these points-except in part for the railway,-are these 
Lower Provinces under the same circumstances, or required either 
to borrow money or i~creise taxation. Under Confederation, if 
money be borrowed for these Oanadian purposes, these Provinces 
mu~t pay proportion~te shares of the interest, or if additional and 



heavy taxation is imposed, to raise the enormous sums required to 
. . d th other Lower Pro-accomphsh those purposes, Nova ScotIa an . e '. 

vinces must bear the same weight of taxation as Canada, w~thout. 
deriving any benefit in return, except in part from the. ~aIlway. 
Here, among others, are very potent reasons for our dechl1ll1g Con
federation. 

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

2. "The regulation of Trade and Commerce." This is a most 
extensive and important subject j and must be understood to con
cede to the General Parliament the right to prescribe with what 
eountries the several Provinces may h3vc commercial intercourse, 
and on what terms; and under What regulations they may trade 
with each other, and with other countries, as to duties and other" 
wise. It is impossible to forsee, what great difficulties and dangers! 
to the several Provinces, especially to these maritime ones, are in
volved in this broad and multiform concession. Let our wisest 
merchants ponder it as they may, they will be unable to grasp and 
analize the wide and complicated subject, so as to come to any 
certain conclllSiOLii) as to Provincial advantage, or disadvantage. 
And if they are so unable to see and decide, what will be the future 
results, surely Lawyers and our other political rulers are not quali
fied to do it. This absolutc uncertainty, should, alone, be sufficient
to induce, not only merchants, but all othcrs-except the specula
tive and reckless-to refrain from rushing into this proposed confe
deration, and thereby incurring such a momentous risk, as to our 
Provincial prosperity, which is now so rapidly and securely advan
cing. Under this head may be included, the several subjects of 
beacons, buoys, and light-houses, which the General Parliament 
claims to possess and regulate. Surely, these might have been. 
left to the local Legislature, who, from a regard to their own COID
merce, and the safety of their own seamen and vessels, are as like-. 
ly to make all needful and proper regulations as a Parliament at 
Ottawa. • 

The subjects of Navigation and shipping, to be also conceded to 
the General Parliament, fall properly under the present head. 



45 

These are, indeed, most.important subjects; and although a uniform
ity concerning them, in some respects, be advantageous, yet there. 
are on several points such differences, in relation to them, among 
the several Provinces, that the Parliament may pass such laws as 
though suitable and advantageous, regarding one or more of the 
Provinces, may be unsuitable a1l(1 injurious to the other. The 
Geneml Parliaments are to have the power of taxing all and every 
article of " trade and commerce," both imports and exports, with 
the exception of timber, masts, spars, deals, lumber, coal, and other 
minerals." They may consequently tax maniifactured articles and 
fish. 

DUTIES, TAXATION,&c. 

The variolls subjects included under this title and to be conceded 
to the General Parliament, are indeed, of the very first importance, 
and most especially concern all these Lower Provinces. In treat
ing of duties on imported articles the first facts for consideration 
are the average rates ill the several Provinces. In this Province 
and in New Bnmswick, as lately stated by the Hon. Mr. Tilley in a 
public speech those duties are 10 per celit. But in Canada they are 
now 20. Under Confederation they are to be equalized, and it is 
proposed to do it by adding 5 per cent. to the duties here and in 
New Brunswick, and thus make them 15 per cent. and those of 
Canada to be the same rate. But here the first question to be ask
ed is this, Can Canada, deeply burthened with debt as she is and 
as admitted by our Confederate Delegates, afford the proposed re
duction? Quite impossible. It is very far more probable they will 
"e raised to 25 or more, and then as there must be equality, ours 
and New Brunswick's must be raised to 25 also. The Delegates 
have made calculations as to how muoh per head of duties is borne 
and will be borne by the respective populations in the several Pro
vinces, and have framed their equalization scheme accordingly. 
But there is a misappreliension and a fallacy here, which it is pro
per to expose. Suppose the duty to 1;1e raised 5, 10 or 15 per cent. 
beyond what they are at the present time, merchants and grocers,' 

.& 

or other importers im:Qlediately put the amount on the goods im-· 
ported. This, humanly speaking, is as certain as the rising or the 
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setting of the snn, or ebb and flow of the tides. They must do it. 
l'he customer thercfore, who goes to the dry goods, or grocer's 
store, for any article, will find it has advanced in price, just the 
amount of increased duty, or possihly more; and this will be the 
result, without the seller or the buyer havin&" any reference or 
thought as to population or rate per head in one country or another. 
This increase will not be altogether well, even for the seller. But 
for the purchaser,-a tradesman, or artizan, or person in any of the 
laboring classes,-that enhanced price will be injurious; for the8~ 
owing to competitions and other causes, will seldom be able to reo 
imburse themselves, by adding to the products or wages of their 
labour the increased prices thus paid for their purchases. ThuE, 
our importers, in the first instance, will be put to inconvenience, a8 
to the increased rate of duty, and nearly if not all the laboring 
classes will experience injury by the increased expenses of living. 
Do these large portions of our population in the city and through
out the Proyinqe desire this result as a satisfactory price for a vision 
of individual or provincial honor and greatness, in name, in Borne 
future ages, which even no delegation prophecy can reach or define" 
Moreoyer, here is another, and a proper view to take, of this 
point of rate of duty, per head, on the whole population. This 
rate, when so made, may look small, by an addition of 2 or 5 per 
cent, but it must be remembered, that When it is so estimated, it 
includes all in poor or destitute circumstances, even every pauper, 
and begging child throughout the land. Deduct, first, the thou-. 
sands of all these, who pay nothing of the duty, as they are con
sumers of very little, if any, of the articles on which the duties are 
imposed. Then, divide the rest of the popUlation into families, 
and suppose each of these to be composed of 6 persons-the usual 
estimate-the husband, wife, and four children, all dependent 'on 

the labour of the man. Apply this estimate, to our popUlation of 
about 340,000 and it will be seen, that thel'e are about 56000 
families; and acc?rding to the admitted estimate of $2,60 for~ach 
?ne of our popula~lOn, the am?unt of dut! on each head of a family, 
lllstead o~ $2,6~, IS $13.00. Then ad~ ;) per cent to the 10 at pre
sent, makmg 10 per cent, and there WIll be $6,50 increase rather 
an important. addition to the expenses 'of the small farm~r and 
tradesman, and others of the working classes, Whose paym;nt of 
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duties, instead of $1?, will thus be $19,50. Tbese nre plain esti 
mates and conclusions, founded on facts, and which all may com
prehend; and which none, by any sophistries, or fallacies, can 
controvert, or explain away. And, moreover, as Canada, from its 
embarrassed circumstances, cannot afford to reduce its taxation to' 
15 per cent, but mnst remain at 20, ours must be the same, which 
would make $6,50 more, making the wbole tax 011 each bead of a 
family, throughout our population, $26, or £6 10. But when it is 
considered, that there will inevitably be the increased taxation for 
the inter-colonial railway-the expenses of the General Parliament 
and Government at Ottawa-for canal extensions and improve
ments-all in Canada-also for fortifications, many hundreds of 
miles along the great rivers and lakes of Canada-for a navy of 
some respectable, and adequate number, on those lakes; and for a 
like adequate military force, in each of the Provinces; besides for 
many miscellaneous and expensive services, the whole taxation on 
each head of a family-as already given-can scarcely be less than 
$40, or £10. It is true, it will be paid, hy what is called indireot 
taxation, 01' increased prices· of the articles on which duties are im
posed; but the expense to the man is the same. Here is the ine
quality and injustice of this indirect taxation, by which the poor 
tl'adesman, and. the labourer, pays as much tax for his tea, sugar, 
coffee, and all other articles of ordinary consumption, alii the most 
wealthy person. If our working classes, and especially the poorest 
among them, knew, and bore in mind, all these facts and the liabi
lities which would inevitably and speedily come upon them, if the 
Confederation takes place, they would not be quite so ready to 
shout, stamp, and clap their hands in its favour, in Temperance 
Hall or elsewhere. 

Weare told by the advocates for Confederation that we should 
think of our posterUy, and secure a hm'itage for our clJildren. Well 
all this is riglJt enough, to a certain extent, and it is also right that 
the living, acting persons of this generation, should look to their 
present interests. If they neglect the,se, and suffeJ: themselves to 
be placed at the mercy of extravagant Canadian politicians, who. 
have brought their own couatry into deep embarrassment, and will 
bring themselves under heavy and oppressive taxation, they will 
have but a poor he1·itage for their posterity, even that of the same 
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'or even greater bUl'dens. There is also held forth in support of 
Confeder~tion, visl:ons of what is called" prestige," or a nCLme ot 
greatness for the country to which, by that change, we sh,tll be said 
to belong. But these are but visions, and if realized will be but a 
sorry compensation for that heavy increase of taxation and other 
evils. Such visions, realized or not, will not answer in the place of 
~read and other necessaries for a family, or avert embitrrassments 
or want. Even this vision or prestige of greatness, would not be 
realized, for Nova Scotia would still be lost in the name Oanada, 
as is now the case abroad. Who in any of the great nations, lmows 
anything about New Hampshire, New Jersey, or Rhode Island, as 
parts of the great United States? All hear of these states, by that 
name; and of New York, Philadelphia, and of other great cities 
of the Union. But those small states remain in comparative oblJcu-
1'ity, or oblivion; and but slowly increase in population. Ther.!! 
are many mighty and celcbrated nations in Europe, having grea.t 
prestiges,-our parent countries the first,-and yet, from all of 
them, scores, or hundreds of thousands of the populations are an
nually fleeing; compelled to leave, chiefly through the oppressive 
burdens of taxation, accumulated upon them, through ages, by 
reckless and extravagant polititians. Away, then, with those 
shadowy and contemptible reasons to induce such a change of our 
-circumstances and prospects. 

The Canadian rulers, for a course of years, instead of increasing 
general taxation, by duties on importations. and thereby so enlarg
ing their revenue, as to come moderately near meeting their extra
vagant and often corrupt expenditures j have gone on borrowmg 
money for those purposes, nntil, in that way, their debt became so 
enormous as it now is j and almost ruined their crerlit. But, in the 
mean time, they kept their population tolerably quiet, as they were 
not feeling any burdensome weight of taxation,-partly through 
there being somany imported articles kept free of duty. This isa 
<common expedient, and for a time a successful one, with cort;upt 
or extravagant public rulers. By the proposed confederation, the 
General Parliament and Government, will have the power to bor
row money to any extent, for pnblic purposes j and as they wHl 
r~quit'e very large sums, for the numerous senices and objects-, 
already specified, and as their credit will be low, OWing to their 
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prelient enormous dept, they will, in order to raise funds for these 
objeets, be obliged to resort to greatly increased taxation, indirect 
or d'irect, or both j ahd we shall have to bear our part of it, equally 
with Canada. They are to have, in addition to Customs and Ex
cise duties, the power of" raising money, by all or any other modes, 
or systems of taxation." They may, therefore, lay it upon the 
hend, the farm, the lW1lBe, the shop, the mill, the stock\ the tmde, 

or in,any and every other mode. 

AGRICULTURE AND IMMIGRA. TION. 

The first of these .subjects, will require but little parliamentary 
interference. Of course it is not contemplated, that it will extend 
to prescl\bing to farmers, any rules as to the rotation of crops, 
or any similar and small discretionary matters. It must be pre
sumed, that it is merely meant to include improvements as to seeds, 
and cattle, agricultural exhibitions, and premiums, &c. On this 
subject, therefore, no special remarks are 'required, except to say, 
that it would seem not at all dangerous, -but more appropriate, and 
liberal, to have left it exclusively to each local Legislature, rather 
than to have committed it to the General Parliament also, with a 
suspending and abrogating power, over the acts and regulations of 
the Local Authority. The other subject, that of Immigration, is; 
one of very great importance and ir:terest, to all the Provinces, but:, 
most especially to Canada, where there are still such vast regi:@ns; 
of good land, nngranted, and in a wilderness state. There are also 
extensive tracts, in New Brunswick, of the like description j and 
even in Nova Scotia, there are, in several sections, many thousands 
of acres in the same state, affording room for a numerous popula
tion from abroad. In all of tl:e Provinces, whether confederated, 
or apart, it should be one of the chief objects, to encourage a suit
able immigration, by all proper and available means j and in doing 
so, to cxpend within reasonable bounds, public money for the pur
pose. On the subject of emigrants, who are goiI?-g, t,9 Canada, 
landing here, to be forwarded by a railway, r~i):ii11'k,; \vill ;li~·olfered 
imdet that Title in subsequent pages. In ih~ming the artl-oles of 
Confederation, this subject.of Immigration Ehould have been lert 
exclusively, to the power and regulation ot:jhe local LegislatuJ;/;l of 
each Province, instead of making itcommti\i. to both the Gd'rUtal 

4 
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and the Local, and giving the power to the former, of superseding 
and annulling the regulations of the latter. It does not seem re
quisite to offer here, any further remarks on the general subject. 

RAILWAYS, STEAMERS, &0. 

The articles and clauses on these subjects, are as follows :-The' 
General Parliament are to make laws respecting" all lines of steam 
or other ships-railways-canals, and other works connecting any 
two or more of the Provinces together; or extending beyond the 
limits of any Pl'ovinpe." Also," lines of steamships, between the 
Federated Provinces, and other countries." That Parliament, also, 
is to "receive and possess all railways, and railway stocks, mort
gages, and other uebts due by railway companies." Clause 60 
provides-" That the General Government, shall secure without 
delay, the completion of the Inter-colonial railway, from Reviere du 
Loup, throug):l New Brunswick, to Truro in Nova Scotia." 

Clause 61 declares "that the communications with the North
Western Territory, and th~ improvements required for the develop
ment of the trade of the Great West, with the Seaboard, are 
regarded by this Conference, as subjects of the highest importance 
to the Federated Provinces, and shall be prosecuted at the earliest 
possible period, that the state of the finances will permit the Par
liament to do so." 

Here are most deeply important subjects for consideration, invol
ving numerous topics and matters of great public interest. 

I shall, here, however, confine my remarks to the two last clauses, 
regarding the constl'l1ction of two contemplated lines of railway. 
As to the first called the Inter-colonial, it has already, in the re
marks on the speeches of Mr. Archibald and Mr. Tupper, and the 
public documents of the Canadian government, cited by Mr. An
nand, been clearly shown, that Canada has been anxiously desirous 
@f having this railway; and as these Provinces seem to have the 
same desire, _ surely by each contributing its fair share of the ex
pense, t1£ woiki.nr-y as well be accomplished without the union as 
.withit,. If it be sq,'rhat Canada is in such embcwm8sed or insol~ 
vent circumstances, that she cannot, either by additional taxation 
or l'lY borrowing money/or. in other :vay, obtain the funds to pay 
her share of the cost, ,cfi)rtamly that IS the most convincing reason 
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that Nova Scotia should not confederate with a country in such cir
cumances. Surely we cannot justly be called upon to engage in 
the reckless political knight e1'rantry of rushing forward into certain 
danger, and probably of ultimate insolvency, and destruction of our 
advancing prosperity and best int;erests, with the delusive purpose 
or prospect of rescuing Canada from her financially embarrassed' 
condition. But even if attempted we could not accomplish it. "Ve 
have debt enough of our own, and will soon have it so much larger, 
by the Pictou and Annapolis railway, that the interest will exhaust 
a third or more of our annual revenue. We shall have enough to 
do to pi'ovide for all these and others of our incumbrances, without 
beiI1g involved in those of Canada. If the Canadian creditol'! 
abroad think their security will be better by this intended confeder
ation, so far from that being a reason to induce us to enter into it, 
it is one of the strongest that we should avoid it. If accomplished, 
those creditors would in no long time awake from their d1'ectm, and 
find that in reality, their security was not at all better than before, 
but even worse. The enormous additional expenses of the General 
Parliament and Government, and the still continued extravagances 
of Canadian ruling politicians would awaken them to a sense of that 
unpleasant fact. And we by additional heavy taxation laid on by 
the 147 and the 48 of the great Parliament at Ottawa, would have 
to bear all the evils of that condition, without any hope of relief or 
remedy. 

But, now, let us examine what will be the J'ectl benefits to Noy[\, 
Scotia, by the Inter-colonial Railway. And first, as to Immigration. 
This takes place, almost entirely, during the summer and autumn, 
both by the St. Lawrence, and New York, and other ports of the 
United States. Those emigrants who are now going to New York, 
in the winter, are nearly all poor Irish, Germans, and other Euro
peans, who are necesflitated to leave their countries, and under the 
hope of bettering their circumstances j and some, with the intention 
of, entering into the service of one or other of the Powers now in 
fierce hostility. Emigrants intending to settle in this Province, do 

. not~ of course want the Inter-colonial Railway. As to t11Ose, bound 
for Western Canada, the iUlIIligration, as heretofore, will take place 
altogether during the summer and autumn j and either direct to 
Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, or Hamilton, or to New 
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York, and other American Ports. All those going by the St. Law
rence can b" direct water conveyance be taken with all their , 'J , 
heavy baggage, within a journey of a day, or probably less, to 
the Iilace of their ultimate destination. Or if they go by New 
York, they can be conveyed there, by Railway, or Canal, in about 
the same time. Now, I know these to be facts, for I have been in 
the Steamers, with them, and if I recollect rightly, on the railways 
also. Such being the facilUies for their conveyance to 'Vestern 
Canada, whither all Immigration to British America flows, no emi
grant would think of coming bere, either winter or summer, and 
landing with aU his family and baggage, to undergo the trouble, 
harassing perplexities, and expenses, of being conveyed by l:ail
way 630 miles to Quebec, or 1000 or 1200, to some of the far off 
villages or settlements of vVestern Canada. So much for the in
tended Rail way, as to the cOl1veyan'ce of emigrants. But it is 
further urged, that it will be advantageous to us, for the transpor
tation of merchandize to Canada, especially in the winter j and 
that Halifax will be a depot for the purpose. Well, possibly, and 
only possibly, it may be so, to a small extent j but chiefly or only 
so, in the case of a war with the United States. The Canadian 
merchants now import their goods, partly by tbe way of the St. 
Lawrence, all the time the river is open, and safe for navigation j 
and partly by New York, during all the year, though only to a 
comparatively small extent in the winter. All tile summer and 
autumn, when the river was free of ice, they would never import 
any of their goods by the way of Halifax, and thereby incur the 
expense of conveyance over the railway for distances from 600 to 
1200 miles, paying for storages, agencies, &c., at Halifax, and on 
the whole transit. Many of the merchants in Upper Canada im
port large qnantities of their European and other goods, all the 
year I believe, by the way of New York. They find it more con
venient to do so, the distances being only from 300 to 400 miles, 
over which the goods can be conveyed in a day and half, or two 
days, by railway. Such being the case, they would never have 
their goods brought here, to be carried a thousand miles, or more, 
by our railway. I remember spending some days with a gentle
man about 30 miles back from Toronto, who kept what we call a 
shop, or store of various kinds of goods j and on my asking him, as 
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to where and how he got his goods, he said he procured them partly 
from New York, where he occasionally went, either to receive his 
importations, or make his purchases. 

I havc good reason to believe that this is the practice and course 
of trade followed still by large numbers of shopkeepers in Upper 
Oanada, as they find it more convenient, and, I presume, cheaper, 
to get their European goods by that route than by the way of 
the St. Lawrence and the Lakes. The people of the American 
States also find that course of business profitable to them, for not 
only do they dispose of large quantities of their manufactl1l'es to the 
Canadians, but as to the European and other imported goods they 
have often, or mostly, the freight of them in their own vessels, also 
the storage or warehousing of them, the profit of agency and of 
the conveyance of them into Canada by their canals or railways, 
with other advantages. Many of the merchants of Upper Canada 
go I believe to New York as regularly for their supplies of goods 
as our merchants go to Britain for theirs in the spring and antumn. 
Some few Canadian gentlemen might occasionally chance to corne 
here and take the railway for horne, rather than proceed by Steamer 
to New York, but the only advantage Halifax would receive by 
S110h visits, would be a few hours of such pei'solls in an hotel, and 
the fares to the cabmen for the conveyance of them and their bag
gage to the railway station. In one of the late discussions on c.ollfe
.deration a speech was made by Mr. John Tobin, M.P.P., chiefly on 
this railway subject, and I thought it the most practically sensible~ 
and most pointed, and likely to make a favorable impression, of 
any of the speeches on the same side. There were no figurings, or 
jigu1'es of rhetoric which have been so superabund~ntly displayed 
by some other gentlemen, but in his own pldn speech and manner 
he asked, in case of a war with the United States, how are you to 
get your flour from Canada in the winter? This truly seems a 
startling question j but it can be satisfactorily. answered. 'We had 
a war with the States for about two years, in 1813 and 1814. I 
was in the Legi8lature at the time and remember matters well. We 
got our bread, though sometimes clearly, and made out to live as 

,well as ever. But, furth~r, I will say that if such another war 
should occur, and we had no Inter-colonial railway, our coasts and 
the St. Lawrence would be well protected by the British navy j 
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and Mr. Tobin and other pl'l1dent mercantile men would tG1.ke care 
to get, to the full, by water, in summer and autumn, all tl1e n.eeded 
snpplies of flour for the winter. But suppose we had the raIlway, 
and there was such a: war, bands of backwoods military raiders from 
Maine, might make an assault on the railway, and speedily distroy 
miles of it, as some such persons have been doing in their own 
States, and perhaps intercept and carry off some of Mr. Tobin's 
flour ,while in transitn, and appropriate it to their own consumption. 
But still, notwitllstanding all these unfavorable circumstances, the 
railway, of course, would be of some benefit; and if the Province can 
afford the expenses it may, I repeat, be as readily built, indepen
dent of the proposed union as with it. But tl1ere is also the rail
way to bemacle to tl1e north-western Territory and for the trade 
to the great ,,"est. These are very indefinite terms. " They include 
the nearly 2,000 miles to the extreme settlements of Hudson's Bay 
and the still greater distance to the Pacific Ocean. We see they 
are to be prosecuted" at the earliest possible period that the state 
of the finances will permit the Parliament to do so." Now what 
interest present or future has these maritime P!'ovinces in these in
tendecl railways, to be made "as early as possible." None wbat
ever, or ever will have. Snrely we do not want or expect flour, or 
manufactures of any kind, from Hudson's Bay, or the regions on 
the pacific. The few furs we want, we now can ancl clo get readily' 
enough; and any surplus quantities of them entering Canada, 
would be exported from Montreal, and the other Canadian ports in 
their own vessels, for Europe or elseVl'here, but would never come 
to any of these lower Provinces. The grand Canadian railway ex
tending to Detroit, on the borders of the United States, has opened 
immense tracts for settlement in vVestern Canada. The proofs 
already given of the reckless extravagances of Canadian rulers, 
would warn and alarm us, as to the construction of those 
grand and incalculable lines, "at the earliest possible period;"
w07'ks from which we shall never receive any advantage, but which 
will bring upon present and ft~tu?'e generations, large additional 
burdens of ta"x:ation. Whatever benent may ever be derived from 
such enormous works, will be all CancGdian. Look at all this Nova , 
Scotians, among the rest of the items of your proposed humilia.tion 
and subjection, and the present and impending claims 011 your pac-
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kets; and then estimate the fine talk which has been held forth to 
you, about a he1'itage for your children, and theil' exalted p1'estige 
Rlid status. 

PUBLIC DEFENCES. 

One of the. first clauses in the Confederation Scheme provides 
" that the Sovereign, or Representative of the Sovereign shall be 
Commander-in-chief of tIle land and naval militia forces." And in 
the long list of subjects, on which the General Parliament is to 
have power to legislate, are the following :-" Militia,-Military 
and Naval Service and Defence." And by another clause, it is 
provided, that "the Confederation (that is the General Govern
ment) shallIlave the right to assume any lands, or public property, 
required for fortifications, or the defence of the country." And by 
another clause, "all engagcments that may before the Union be 
entered into with the Imperial Government, for the defence of the 
country shall be assumed by the General Goyernment." From all 
these clauses it will be seen, that very large Militia, or rather lJfili
ta1"y and Naval forces are contemplated to he formed immediately 
on the Union being effected. In one of the clauses the word" Mili
tary" is employed, in addition and contradistinction to the term 
"Militia;" and being joined with the words-" Naval Service," 
they evidently show, that a regular, or permanent Military and 
Naval force is intended, aud also fortifications, for that express 
term is employed. Now, I will say once for all, that I am very far 
from underrating or denying the need, or the propriety of each of 
the Provinces doing all in its power, and as circumstance3 certainly 
demand at the present time, to put itself in the very best attitude 
of defence, by having a well-trained and disciplined Militia force 
for the purpose, to be called out when needed. Moreover, I do 
think, that it would be reasonable enough for each Province now, 
and especially if attacked, to pay a fair proportion of the expenses 
of the British forces stationed among us. But all this, and eyen 
more may be done in each Province, without Confederation. None 
of these Lower Provinces, in case of a war would need any Navy, 
or Naval Militia. We ,\ould be amply defended, by the hundreds 
of the floating iron walls of old England. As to fortificationF'. 
some are, it is true, required on parts of our coasts. VJ'rl ~ 
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also bear a part, or the whole of the expenses of providing them, 
without the union; and New Brunswick can do the same, on her 

coast and frontier. It is Canada, that chiefly needs all these Mili
tary and Naval forces and fortifications, on her extendec1lake f1:on
tier; and she, according to Mr. Secretary Tupper's representatlOn, 
is such a giant, or rather giantess, that surely she can make out to 
form and maintain them. The expense of aU these means of ·de
fence for Canada, will certainly be very great, and why should 
Nova Scotia, who will derive no benefit from them, be bound to 
bear any part of these expenses, as would be ihe case under con
federation. Moreover a Parliament at Ottawa, with such over
whelming Canadian majorities, would, most unquestionably, take 
care of their own country first, and probably do nothing in that 
way, for these Lower Provinces, concluding that we did not need 
it, being sufficiently prepared and defended already. 

In the event of a war with the American Republic, Canada would 
probably be invaded first; and the Confederate Government would 
have the power to draw a part, or the whole, of our Militia and 
that of New Brunswick, to serve there; and thus, as to that force, 
these two Provinces would be left defenceless, though also exposed 
to the like invasion. In case of such a war, neither Canada nor 
these Provinces could spare any force, to assist one another, and 
therefore, confederation would not better the condition of either, as 
to opposing any such invasion. It would not of course ad.d a man, 
or any other means of defence, beyond what each now possess. 
If the Governor-General has not now the power, in case of war, of 
calling out the militia of anyone Province into another, it may by 
enactments be given to him, and, therefore, as to that point, the 
confederation is not needed. I am aware that in all I have said I 
may be charged with merely looking at the interests of Nova Scotia. 
I admit it; and will only answer, that being my native country, its 
interests and welfare are those which, in duty, I am bound first to 
consider and to guard. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. 

There are a number of these sp ecified in the Confederation Arti
cles ; but only the chief of them, which relate to these Lower Pro
vinces, will here be examined; and only very briefly. The first of 
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them which may be mentioned is the "Postal Service." This ex
pression excludes so fully everything relating to that service, that 
no Station or Way Office can be established, a regulation made, or 
officer or person in any way connected with the department, be ap
pointed, but by the General Parliament and Government. Surely 
such small matters ought to have been left to the local Legislatures 
and Government. 

N ext,-" Ferries between any Province, and a foreign country j 
and between any two Proyinces." It has been already stated that 
according to this clause, a steamer or other packet could not run 
between Windsor and St. John, or between any two places in dif
ferent Provinces, but according to the provisions and regulations 
eshblished by the same General Authorities. " Banking-mcorpo
ration of banks, and the issue of paper money, and Savings' Banks," 
are also to be under the sole authority of the same General powers. 
Let the officers of the banks in these Lower Provinces consider how 
far this article will affect their rights and interests. " Marriage 
and Divorce," are, also, to be committed to the same Powers. This 
will giye the right and power to make laws and regulations on these 
subjects, contrary to those which are now in force in the several 
Province!?, and such as may encroach on the present rights and pri
vileges of the several religious denominations. The Canadian laws 
are probably different from ours on these subjects, and in some re
spects unsuitable to our population j and yet, they may be imposed 
upon us ; for it is to be supposed that like as to duties, taxation, 
undother matters, there is to be ~mifor1nity throughout. 

Next may be noticed, the clause which commits to the authority 
and regulations of the General Parliament, ." all matters of a gen
eral character, not specially and exclusively reserved for the local 
Government and the Legislatures j" and, further, the clause which 
declares, "that in regard to all subjects oyer which jurisdiction 
belongs to both the General and Local Legislatures the laws of the 
General Parliament shall control and supersede those made by the 
Local Legislature; and the latter shall be void, so far as they are 
repugnant to, or inconsistent with the former." These clauses 
atrord an immeasurably wiele opening to the General Parliament 
for enactment, taxation, and control, regarding a great variety of 
:subjects whicl! may arise in thi~ Province, and the others, in which 
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their interests will be deeply involved; but which int~rests, 
by the 147 against the 47, and the 48 against the 24, 111 ~be 
Parliament, may be set aside, or sacrificed, to serve aanad~an 
interests. 

IV.- CONSTITUTION AND POWERS OF THE LOCAL 
LEGISLATURES AND GOVERNMENTS. 

ClansI') 1. "That for each of the Provinces, there shall be an 
Executive officer, styled the Lieutenant-Governor, who shall be 
appointed by the Governor-General, in Council, under the Great 
Seal of the Federated Provinces, during pleasure; such pleasure 
not to be exercised before the expiration of the first five years, ex
cept for cause; such cause to be communicated in writing to the 
Lieuten~nt-Governor, immediately after the exercise of the pleasure 
as ::tforesairl j and also by message to both Houses of Parliament, 
within the first week of the first session afterwards." 

The next clause provides, that he is to be paid by the General 
Government. 

Now, let us pause a little, and examine as to who, and ~vhat 

kind of person, this Lieutenant-Governor is likely to be; and 
under what controlling powers and influences he will be placcd. Is 
it at all probahle, that he will be like nearly all the Governors we 
have heretofore had-a Sherbrooke, a Lord Dalhousie, a Kempt, a 
pious Maitland, or even a Campbell, men of independence in mind, 
and pecnniary circnmstanees ; and of high standing and established 
reputation. It is not at all probable he will be one of snch a class. 
From the prescribed mode of selection and appointment, he must 
of necessity be the mere creatLU'e of the Executive Council of the 
Government at Ottawa; entirely dependent on their pleasure
some time-serving needy supporter, or possibly eyen some blazing' 
oppositionist, thus, in effect, corrupted, and bribed to get him out 
of the way, and sacrifice him afterwards, if needful, for snch things 
have often been done. And as to him, pOD?· man, though he may 
have a competent inc?me for a time, and have the title, "Your 
Excellency," or " Your Honour" prefixed to his name, he will have 
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but an anxious and sorry time of it. He will constantly be exposed 
to be snubbed and thwarted by his own Council, and to be suspect
ed, and perhaps insulted, as being the servant or creature of his 
masters-the General Council,-to carry their purposes into effect, 
though opposed to the wishes and interests of the people over 
whom he presides. He will also have continually impending over 
him, the rod of the displeasure of that changeable and arbitrary 
Council in Cn.nada. Special messengers will o,ften be required, to 
ask and obtain directions as to the course he is to follow, regarding 
his own Council, and the will or wishes of those who appointed 
him; especially when collisions arise between them, which to a 
certainty will at times, or rather frequently, occur. Moreover, this 
Governor, sent to us may be a Oa.nadian Fj'enchman, for according 
to the proposed constitution, he may be chosen from any of the 
Provinces. 

The following are the clauses relating to the constitution of the 
Local Government and LegIslature of each Province, and the 
powers of the latter boay: 

" That the Local Government and Legislature of each Province 
shall be constructed in such manner as the existing Legislature of 
such Province shall provide, in the act consenting to the Union. 

" That the Local Legislatures shall have power to alter 01' amend 
their Constitution from time to time. 

"That the local Legislature shall have power to make laws res
pecting the following subjects :~ 

"Direct TaxatiQn, and the imposition of duties on the export of 
Timber, Logs, Spars, Deals, and Sawn Lumber, and of Coal, 
and other minerals. 

" Borrowing Money on the credit of the Province. 
"The establishment and tenure of Local Offices and the appoint-

ment and payment of Local Officers. 
" Agriculture. 
" Immigration. 
"Education-saving the rights and privilege.s which the Protestant 

or Catholic minority iljl both Canadas may possess, as to their 
denominational schools, at the time when the Union goes into 
operation. 
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"The sale and management of Public Lands, excepting lands be
longing to the General Goyernment. 

" Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries. 
"The establishment, maintenance, and management of Penitenti

aries, and of Public and Reformatory Prisons. 
"The establishment, maintenance, and management of Hospitals, 

Asylums, Charities, and eleemosynary Institutions. 
" :Municipal Institutions. 
"Shop, Saloon, Tavern, Auctioneer, and other Licenses. 
" Local Works. 
" The Incorporation of private or local Companies, except such as 

relate to matters assigned to the Federal Legislature; Property, 
and Civil Rights, excepting those portions, tllCreof assigned the 
General Legislature." 

Now, first as to the power of the Local Goyernment and Legis
latt1l'e to frame and alter their Constitutions; although it is thus 
f01'mally resel'yed to them, yet if such alterations should at any 
time be made, as were displeasing to the General Parliament, this 
Body would probably have the right to annul such alterations, by 
force of the article which says, "That the General Parliament 
shall have power to mn,ke laws for the peace, welfare, and good 
government of the Federated Proyinces." This Parliament, there
fore, might determine that such alterations were contrary to that 
welfare, and good government, and accordingly repeal them, and 
thus render them void. Here, would arise strife between the two 
bodies, and other injurious consequences. 

One of the most important points under this Title, must now be 
treated of, that, of the Constitution of the Council, and House of 
Representatives of the Local Legislature. Although by the article 
already set forth, it is conceded to that Legislature, to frame and 
alter, when requred, its own Constitution, yet fro111 a part of one 
of the Speeches of Mr. Secretary Tupper,-the leading Spirit of 
our Executive Government, it is sufficiently apparent, that is is the 
intention of his Government, to exercise its influence to have the 
number of the members of our Council reduced from 21 to 11; 
and of our Representatives from 55 to 36. Here are his words on 
these points, given in his reported speech :-" On the very face of 
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this scheme, without the slightest shock to the institutions of the 
country, you can draw, at once, out of the Lower Branch of the 
Legislature 1~ members j and that, too, leaving the (llectoral privi
leges of the people the same as they are to-day. And then y~u go 
into the Upper Branch, and take the entire half of that body, and 
remove them to the Council of the Confederation. Therefore JOu 
can reduce wIr. Jones' estimate by $180,000, and yet provide every 
thing on as extravagant a scale as the people would consider right, 
or justify." 

Now, let us examine these features of "the face" of this vision
ary being which the I-Ion. Secretary seems to think are so well pro
piUioned and beautiful, hut which there can be little doubt both 
Councillors and Commons, with very few exceptions, will conclude 
are extremely distorted and defective. First, as to that feature 
called the Council. This is now composed of 21 members. To 
say nothing of patriotism, surely this number is likely to embody a 
larger portion of wisdom and skill, and of knowledge of the st.ate 
and interests of the country, than the number 11. The Secretaty 
does not seem to haye faith in the inspired proverb whicl1 says,
"In the multitude of counsellers there is safety." The 01(1 Coun
cil of 12 has frequently been reproached for its acts, doubtless 
often unjustly; and the 11 just mentioned, neither as to numbers, 
time or knowledge, being as able to perform the Legislative duty 
as the present 21, the former and smaller number would often be 
exposed to similar reproaches, for any errors or imperfections with 
which, whether justly or unjustly, they were charged. Moreover, 
according to a common saying, that" misery likes company," the 
Council, we may well conclude would rather have}l to share any 
such blamc or reproach than the smaller number. Neither would 
the people of the Province be satisfied that their interests should be 
in the hands of the smaller rather than the large?' number, though 
there would thereby be some comparatively small reduction of ex
pense. Under these and other just views which may be taken of 
the point, it is scarcely probable that our present Council will com
mit such an act of self-mutilation and humiliating bereavement as 

the one proposed. _ 
But as to the other branch,-the House of the people,-the inti-

mated humbling reduction of 19 calls for still more opposition and 
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censure. This Honse is now composed of 55 members, representa
tives for 24 counties and districts, and 4 townships, in all 28 elec
toral divisions. It is proposed to withdraw from these the 19 
members for the General Parliament, leaving 36 for the Local· 
House. Now I should like to know how the Secretary can effect 
this plan" without the slightest shock to the institutions of the 
country and leave the electoral privileges of the people the same as 
they are to-day." Can he by any plau~ible argument show that 36 
men are as competent to deal with all the general and sectional, or 
local affairs and interests of the Province as 55? None but a bias
sed politician will say so. Will that reduction be no "shock" to 
Parliamentary" institution" ? This is the age in which nearly _ 
every where, there is a desire and claim for an extension of popular 
representation in Legislativeboc1ies. But our Secretary although 
speaking so much about pj'ogress and greatness in the flltu1'e, is for 
going back to some old and j'estricted regime, and that on the most 
important points of popular right and interest. From what consti
tuency will be drawn the exaltec119? Will he begin his election 
with the 4 for the townships of Shelburne, Barrington, Yarmouth, 
and Argyle? Will that bereavement be no shock to their interests 
"in the institutions of the country; " or leave the" electoral privi
leges," of those townships" the same as they are to-day~'? Then, 
turning to the 24 counties and districts, how will he draw from 
them, the remaining 15, without the like shock and reduction of priv
ilege? Suppose .he takes one from each of the 15 of them, there will 
be inequality and injustice, by leaving the 15 constituencies· with 
only one representative to attend to their interests, while the re
maining 9 have two. Truly, all this does look very much like 
a shock and j'eduction. But I am aware that the skilful gentleman 
will say, all those constituencies will be left to choose the same 
number of members as before. That may be so, but the stubborn 
fact remains, that at least 15, and probably 19 of the county and 
district constituencies will only have one member to attend to their 
local interests, while the other is 900 miles off, at Ottawa, involved 
in all the strifes and antagonisms between Upper and Lower Can
ada, and the many others in the whole Federal Parliament. Though 
" power is sweet," it is not likely the one member in the local bod 
will be willing to bear all the responsibility, and at times, all th~ 
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blame as to the public interests of thos~ he represents. Neither 
is it probable that the people will be satisfied with having all these 
interests dependent on the judgment and acts of one representative 
instead of two. Where is the advantage of haying an extensive 
privilege conceded, when there are only the means of exercising 
and enjoying the half of it? . 

Besidcs, there is another, and a great difficnlty on the subject,
there has long been, and still is, within anI' own border, two parties, 
called Conservative and Liberal; and therefore, the question arises, 
from which of these, are the 10 from the Conncil, and the 19 from 
the oLher branch to be drawn. As to the Council, if a just spirit 
i~.~xercised, the matter may be managed, by selecting 5 of each 
_party, but will this be done by the existing Executive Power? As 
to the Upper Branch, you cannot divide 19 equally. Possibly, and 
only possibly all difficulty regarding that equality as to parties, 
may be removed, if the intimation of the Hon. Mr. McCully is cor
rect, that those two parties among us are now become more harmo
nious i-truly an unexpected and happy change, of which he is just 
now giving a striking example; and very properly, has expressed 
his regret at the part he often took in the strifes -of the two parties. 
But, still, the great difficulty remains, how are the 19 members at 
Ottawa to attend at the same time, to the local interests and affairs 
of their several Constitutiencics and those of t.he Province gene
rally? If the the Hon. Secretary can find 19 of the 55 possessed 
with the power of ubiq1tity, or being in two places, and transacting 
business in each place at the sa'J1~e time, the difficulty may be over~ 
come, but not otherwise. If it remains, as it certainly will, then; 
contrary to the Secretary's assurance, there will be a "shock to 
the institutions of the country," and" the electoral priYileges of 
the people" will not "remain as they arc to-clay." 
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V.-SUMMARY, AND CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

Under this section it may be well in the first place, to refer to 
some of the circumstances which originated this Federation Scheme. 

In one of Mr. Secretary Tupper's late speeches in Halifax-in 
referring to Ollr parliamentary session of last winter-he says-" I 
moved on the tloor of Parliament, for what Mr. Annand is now an 
advocate of-a Union of the Maritime Provinces." "As I have 
told you already, despairing of effecting at that time, the larger 
Union, I moved a resolution for a Union of these lower Provinces;" 
This resolution, it appears, was adopted, and Mr. Secretary and 
the Attorney General, as the two chief members of our Executive 
Council, were appointed to form part of the delegation, doubtlesll 
without any reluctance, and it is to be regretted, Mr. McCully and 
1\11'. Archibald, hecame the other members of it. This delegation, 
let it be remembered, was in conformity with that resolution for· 
the sole purpose of conferring with delegates from the three other 
Maritime Provinces, as to the union of the whole of them j but no 
authority was given by our Legislature for any conference with 
Canadian delegates, as to any union with that Province. At 
some convenient time in the summer of last year the delegation for 
these Lower Provinces met at Charlottetown, in Prince Edward 
Island, to consult and conclude as to their proposed union; and 
while so employed there, certain gentlemen from Canada, either as 
delegates or in some other capacity, joined them at Charlottetown; 
and tbere the larger Union of all the Provinces was proposed, and 
deliberations concerning it were entered npon, and the considera
tion of the other, and lesser union was abandoned. Now, here, it 
may be asked,-by what anthority did these latter proceeding'! take 
place? Did they originate i'rom any resolution of our own Execu
tive Council? If so, it was an wwuthorizecl and improper act, as. 
the larger union had been so clecidedly discountenanced in our 
Legislature, only last session, that the Government were afraid 
even to propose it, despairing of its meeting with approval. Could 
they, with propriety, suppose that the same Representatives of the 
people, were such weak-minded and vacillating persons, that they 
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lYould change their minds, and be satisfied with a measure which 
they had so short a Ume befm'e, so entirely condemned, that the 
Government was afraid p1tblicly to pl"Opose it to them? Or, diel 
the Canadian General Government conclude on desiring the larger 
union, and .send the gentlemen who came to Charlottetown, as 
{lelegates to pl"Opose the measure to the delegates of these lower 
Provinces? There is no satisfactory public information on these 
points, but a seeming concealment, The resolution of last winter, 
from the circumstances just mentioned, looks like what is, on some 
'Occasions, called an entering wedge to effect some ultimate purpose, 
which at the first it would be improper or imprudent to divulge, 
Our present representatives-by the Secretary's admission-have 
disapp1'oveclof this larger union; but it seems it is to be proposed 
to the Legislature, without any appeal to the people; and, if pos
sible, be forced on them, by means of the same Representatives 
who before rejected it. Surely, all this is not in accordance with 
responsible government: and the well understood wishes of the 
people. It is rather an arbitrary attempt, to infr-in,ge their natural 
and civil rights, considering that the proposed union is one, which 
will require a relinquishment of nearly all their chief privileges and 
intm'ests into the hands of another Government, and would effect 
such a thorough change in their civil and local condition. And all 
this is to be done in the utmost haste, without a just and cOl?stitu
tional appeal to their wishes and judgment on the subjet. And for 
what cause and by whom, is such a momentous and thorough change 
required? It is known and declared by all, that our Province is in a 
state of rapidly p1'ogressing prosperity;-our commerce is free, and, 
doubtless, generally lucrative,-onr farmers are doing well ;-the 
markets and shops are overflowing not only with the necessaries of 
life, but with nearly all the luxuries of the oldest amI most favored 
count~ies ; tradesmen and all the othel' laboring classes have a fair 
measure or employment ;-our taxation is moderate-or at least 
snch as we can bear,-and, what is better than all these advantages, 
we are at peace, and free of alarms and dangel', as to all foreign 
-quarters. And, further, there has been no call, by petition or other;' 
wise, for any snch change its the proposed union from any class of 
.oUr population. Merchants, who are of all persons the most atten
tiYe to their own interests and forward to complain of any improper 

5 
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restrictive regulations, have never applied, for any snch measure. 
Neither have our farmers, or fisher'men, or tradesmen, or 1nining 
classes, or those engaged in the timbe1' and lumber bnsiness, manu
facturers, educational and literary classes, or any others, expressed 
~ desire for any such union, If any of these had clesi~ed it, they 
would, doubtless, have made it known in some public manner. But 
nothing of the kind has proceeded from any of these, and other 
classes who compose the great body of the population, Hostile 
tariffs have been merely hinted, but none have been shown and 
explained. If there were any worthy of notice om merchants 
would have readily complained, but nothing of the kind ha,s been 
heard from them, because such tariffs do not exist, or if at all in a 
,'ery slight degree. There is no real cause for confederation, or 
call for it from any quarter, except by some half a dozen or more 
of speculfttive or visionary and perhaps aspiring politicians in each 
of the Provinces, who have managed to get themselves into this 
delegation coilference, and have manufactured this proposed scheme, 
which would bereave these Lower Provinces of their dearest rights 
and privileges, and hand them over, to what may truly be called, a 
foreign and powerful country and govel'Jlment, to 1'ule, tax, and do 
with us after their own will, and to suit their own inte1'ests. 

Union means the same as concord or agl'eement, but what sort of 
union would the one proposed really be when 110 sooner is it made 
publicly known, than in all the Pro'linces concerned the most de. 
cided opposition to it arises,in some of them and probably in aU, 
by a large majority of the populations. This, I am convinced, 
would fully appear in our Province, if only time and the proper op-' 
portunity were afforded to the people of making known their wisheii 
on the subject. A confederation, if indeed it could be called such; 
would lay the foundation of incessant and bittel' stl'{fes, resentments 
and animosities, as in the American States, between parlia'ments 
and parliaments, populations and populations, and in :tIl probability 
would, as the chief cause, llltiml~tely lead to the whole of the Pro
vinces falling ulluer the power and becoming a part of the neigh.' 
boring American' Republic. Such a result, under any circumstances 

, ~ 

none more than the wi'iter would deprecate and deplore. 
From the style and tone of the speeclles of the gentlemen on the 

uclegation from this Province,it seems that thoyhuve aU had the' 



~ame dreams or b1'igT~t visions at about the same midnight hOUl~ i 
bllt we all know, that dreams are not to be relied upon, for their 
revelations are not consistent with truth and rational daily conduct 
It does however seem rather extraordinary, that all these genUemen 
should have had the same visions at the same time. Perhaps the 
Spi1'itualists might undertake to account for it. But we plain peo
ple, composing the great body of the populatioIl, who are accus
tomed to be actuated in our daily affairs by the j'eaUties of wakeful
ness, do not think it at all sensible or prudent to submit all our 
rights and interests to be decided on, or regulated, by our own 
dreams and visions, much less according to those of others. 

As OIle of the indncements to enter into this Confederation, it 
has been said, that the Imperial Government approyes of it, This 
may at once be aecounted for, as It matter of course. All GOY!'lrn
ments, both secula.r and ecclesiastical, desire and delight in, concen
tration and centralization. These increa:;;e power, and afford greater 

. and more effectual facilities for its exercise. The Czar or Emperor 
of all the Russias, has only to say, let such a thing be dQne, and it 
is speedily accomplished. Even under our free British Constitu
tion, a Colonial Minister, of course, if only to save himself time, 
thought, and trouble, will prefer to have communications with one 
Colonial GoYernment, rather than with five. But the disposal of 

. the rights and welfare of anyone of the five, much less of the 
whole, are not to depend on the wish or convenience of anyone 
Minister, or eyen of the whole of them. I have read the Despatch 
of the Colonial Minister on the subject, ancl it does not 1'equire, or 
intimate, that the opinion of the Imperial Government should indu
ence or determine the decision of the Provinces, as to adopting or 
rejecting the proposed measure i but that Government has constitu 
tionally, and very properly, left the decision on the great and deep
ly interesting subject, to the Legisla.tkues of the several ProvincC8! 
as the Representatives and Guardians of the privileges and welfare 
of the respective popUlations, wh@'arethe parties most deeply in
terested on the subject. 

Let us now take a concentrated view of the relinquishments and 
ltonces3ions we are requiredf to make, to the General Parliament and 
Government, under the articles of this proposed scheme. The most 
important of' them are the '. following :-.-" The Public Property;~ 
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Regulation of Trade and Commerce ;-Imposition of duties," (in 
other words, exclusive power of taxation, to any extent, and in any 
and every rnode)-" Borrowing lYIoney, except for merely local pur
Posesi;:-Postal Service ;-Regulation of lines of Steamers and other 
Ships,.;~Railways an~ Canals ;-Militia,-Military and Naval S(r
vice and Defence ;-Navigation and Shipping ;-Regulation of Sea 
Coast and Inland Fsheries ;-Regulation of Currency ;-Banks, and 
Banking ;-Bills and Notes ;-Inter~st ;-Marriage and Divorce; 
-The Criminal -Law ;-Rendering nniform the laws relative to 
ProperLy and Civil Rights ;-Immigration, Agriculture; and genel'
ally respecting all matters of a general character, not specially and 
exclusively reserved for the Local Governments and Legislatures." 

The power to be conceded, as to " uniformity of laws relative to 
pTope7'ty and civil rights," will i1uthorize the geneml Parliament, to 
make our laws concerning those most important subjects,conforl1l
able to those of Upper or Lower Canada. 

Seriously ponder all these proposed concessions, free NovaSco
tians, and especially ye who compose our Parliamentary Rulers and 
Guardians; and say, if you can safely and p1'operly make them, fat 
all time to come, and both as to yourselves mid your posterity. 

Let ns look, next, at the powers reserved, or father conceded, to 
the local I~egislature. The first is that of direct taxation. Legis
latures and Governments have a special partiality for this species 
of power, and seldom fail to exercise it plentifully. Now, direct 
taxation is regarded by most pel'sons as a very odious thing. At 
one period of English History, it very nearly cost the Sovereign hi~ 
C1'Own and life. For my own part, I like it best, as being the most 
honest, for in that way, a man knows for what he is paying, .and 
the precise amount, in any given time. It is so far a 'mercy, that 
for certain purposes, we shall be permitted to tax ourselves; but 
this will not save us from the additiona,l, and great taxation at 
Ottawa. Weare, further, to be a,llowed to borrow money on our 
()wn credit. Probably, it wQuIclhave been better if that_right had 
been withheld from us, for like our Canadian brethren, we have al
ready been quite extravagant enough in that way. vITe are, also; 
:to be pecmitted to appoint and pay OHI' own officers; and a partial 
,power in subordination to the great authority at Ottawa, to do 
8(JraethiTU), but it is ,not said what, regarding our agriculture, 



and concerning immigrants coming among us. The Education 
of our children is also conceded to· us. W" e are also to have 
the right of "selling and managing public lands, except what 
belongs to the General Government;" also to make regulations 
concerning ouI' "sea coast and inland fil:;heries," but subject to 
their being "superseded and set aside by the General Parlia
ment." Weare also to be favored with th~ power of " establishing 
and maintaining our penitentiaries and prisons, hospitals, assylums, 
charities, municipal institutions," and of granting "shop, saloon, 
tavern, auctioneer, and other licenses;" and the power regarding 
" local works, and for the incorporation of private or local compa
nies, except those relating to matters assigned to the Federal Par
liament ;" also as to our" property, or civil rights, except those por
tions assigned to the same Parliament;" also the power of "in
flicting punishment for the breach of Laws, in relation to any sub
ject within the local jurisdiction i-the administration of justice j" 
and Jastly, of "all matters of a private or local nature, not assign
ed to the General Government." 

Here are, indeed, a considerable number of subjects reserved, but 
they are all of a merely local nature, and most of them of compara
tively small importance. But looking at the subjects to be relin
quished to the General Parliament and Government, given already 
in previous pages, it will be seen that they are more than three 
times as many, and vastly more important than the others; includ
ing, indeed, all the chief subjects for the exercise of Legislative 
and Executive power and authority. 

Under this correct and plain yiew of the proposed relinquish
ments of the power of regulating tfruse enumerated subjects, and 
('Itpers of our principal rig4ts and interests, an earnest and respect/ttl 
c.ppeal may here with propreity be made, to you, gentlemen of the 
I_egislature, who are the constitutional conservators of the rights of 
qur country, and gual'dians of the public welfare to lay aSl:de all 
local party distiuctions of conservative and Uberal, and g'ive J'om 
most serions thoughts and best judgment to this great sllbject, so 
vitally affecting all the interests of yOUl' country, as regards both 
presentandjttt1(re genet.ations. I say, with all due respect, snfier 
not your minds to be biassed or impressed, by any sophistries, ov 
falla.cies, or visions of future greatness, ('II.' prestige as to name, 0[' 
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'by mere suppositions 01' cOl1jectnres as to any futUl'e adv.antagelJ 
Which there is no substantial reason to believe will be attmned by 
the proposed federation; but rather endeavour to direct and apply 
the sure and abundant means now in our power for still further ad
vancing the sources of the prosperity and welfare of our common 
country. As yon, were, according to the Provincial Secretary's de

. eiuration, unwilling in your last Session, to enter i.nto any sueh 
lillion as the one now proposed, it must in fairness be concluded 
that you are not persons of snch fickle minds or fluctuaUng judg
rnents, as in so short a time to change your former convictions on 
the subject. You will, doubtless, deeply ponder the solemn re
sponsibility of your position as regards the honor, the interests,al'1d 
the peace of the Province generally, and not incur the risk of being 
reproached for having assented to a measure so directly humiliat
jug and so perilous as to the public prosperity and happiness. By 
now rejecting the proposed measure, time 'will be afforded until the 
next usual period for the choice of representatives, for all classes 
and persons to deliberate fully on the momentous subject. This 
privilege, it appears, is to be denied by our present Government 
by their immediately fo!'cing it forward, without that appeal to the 
population generally, which, according to that free constitutional 
system of government under which we live, it is so obvious ought 
to ,be made on a subject of such a 'univeTsnl and politically irnpor
to.nt charactet'. 

In coming to a conclusion, I hope I am warranted in saying t.h~t 
1 have fulfilled my expressed desire and intention of treating the 
gentlemen who are advocating tbisConfederation with all due per-' 
Nona,l 1'esZJect; but as to their reasons and arguments, I acknow
ledge I have dealt with them in that plain and strict manner, 
which the va.st impoTtance of the numerous interests involved, and 
the welfare of the millions of persons concerned, so justly requir
ed. If ,offence is taken at what I have said, regarding the scheme, 
IUlying sprung from dreams and visions, I may justify myself by 
answering that the gentlemen themselves have furnished me with 
the language, for one of them has expressly said, that this Confed
eration has heen the" dream of his life," and the orations of the 
others had certainly more reference to visions of the future than to 
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any facts or circumstances relating to the present time and genera
tion. 

There is one very important point, whieh has just now occurred 
to me, ,,,hich should have been mentioned in some previous page. 
It is this, that as tbe Act to establish the Union is to be passed by 
the.Imperiall'arliament, however prejudicial or offensive the operll
tion of the measure may proye, to anyone or more of the Pro
vinces, or even to all of them, 110 change or relief can be effected 
by the legislation, or otherwise, of anyone 01' the whole; but only 
by the Imperial Parliament, which power, it is not at all probable, 
would ever dissolve the Uniou, or dissever any of its members. 
If done now, so hastily as is proposed, it may be said to be done 
Im'evej', whether for weal or q{10e, to any or all of the l'roviuces. 


