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lION. MR. CAMPBELL said that ye~ter
day he had promised to give to the House 
to-day au explanation of the provision con
tained in the 14th resolution relating to the 
selection of members for the Legislative 
Council of the General Legislature. This 
resolution read as follows :-

14. The first selection of the 1Ifemhers of the 
Legislative Council shall be made, except as reo 
gards Prince Edward Island, from the Legisla. 
tive Councils of the various Provinces, so far as 
a sufficient nnmber be found qualified and wil· 
hng to serve; such Members shall be appointed 
by the Crown at the recommendation of the 
General Executive Government, npon the nomi· 
nation of the respective Local Governments, and 
in such nomination due regard shall be had to 
the claims of the Members of the Legislative 
Conncil of the Opposition in each Province, so 
that all political parties may as nearly as possible 
be fairly represented. 

And under it the first recommendation for 
the appointment of Legislative Councillors 
from Canada would, should the Confederation 
scheme be adopted, come from the existing 
Government of this province. In making 
such recommendations, the spirit of the reso
lution would be carefully observed, aud both 
sides in this House and as well life as elected 
members, be equally considered and fairly re
presented iu the new Parliament. 

RON. MR. FLINT begged to inquire whether 
the resolutions before the House were in all 
respects the same as those sent to the members. 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL said they were not 
in one particular precisely as first printed, 
there being 1I clause in those before the House 
to allow New Brunswick to impose a duty on 
timber and logs, - and Nova Scotia on coal, 

which WM not found in the first; as for the 
other provinces, the imposition of such duties 
WM reserved to the General Legislature. 
(Hear, hear, from 1I1r. CURRIE.) 

HON.1I1R. CA1I1PBELL said he hopecl that 
honorable members would rather aid in further
ing the scheme than take pleasure in detect
ing the supposed causes of opposition. (Hear.) 

HON. MR. CURRIE asked whether thedit~ 
ference between the two sets of resolutions 
was merely 1I misprint. 

HON. 1\1R. CAlI1PBELL ("oula not say 
whether it was owing to a misprint or to an 
error in the manuscript. 

HON. MR. CURRIE agaiu asked wlll'ther 
the members of the Conference hau oot si!;oed 
the instrument containing its resolutions? 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL could ouly say that 
the resolutions now before the HalloO truly 
and expressly represented the conclusions the 
Conference had arrived at. (Hear, hear.) 
Those conclusions had not beeu changed. 

HON. MR. CURRIE then rose and said 
that the measure now before the House was 
the most important one ever submitted to a 
Colonial Legislature, and he hoped to be able 
to approach it with entire freedom from party 
spirit, and without the purpose of finding out 
unnecessary objections. He hoped he would, 
at all times, be able to judge of the measures 
presented with the fairnesH and candom of a 
Canadian and a British subject. At the out
set he would, however, say, that the project 
now before the House had taken the country 
by surprise. The first time he had ever ad
dressed the House he was reported to have 
spoken thus:-

That by a cour.e of legislation alike moderate, 
prudent and upright, it will yet be the lot of some 
present to live and see the day when Canada will 
be the centre of a noble British North American 
Confederacl extending from the Atlantic to the 



Pacific-a. Confederacy not bol'll m war, or bap. 
tised in blood, but a Confederacy united by 
the bonds of friendship, held together by the 
strong ties of friendly commerce and mutual 
interests, and cemented by a common allegiance 
to the throne of Great Britain. 

From thi8 quotation it would be seen that 
then he Wag in favor of a Confederation of the 
several British North American Provinces, but 
he little thought then that within two short 
years such a scheme would be submitted to 
Parliament. He was still in favor of Confeder· 
ation-(hr·ar)-but it must be a Confederation 
fonmler! on a just and equibble basis, upon 
principles which would be alike advantac;crrus 
to all parts and injurious to none. It' an,)' 
other kind of Confederation wcro agreed upon, 
it wonld contain within itself the seeds of 
decay and dissolution. The project had bcen 
elaborately presented to the House by the gal. 
lant knight at the head of the C:uverument, 
and by his able colleague, the Hon. Comilli •. 
sioner,of Crown Lauds, and what reasons had 
they alleged in favor of it? He confessed he 
had been quite surpri,crl at some of the arcu· 
ments of the former. That hon. gentleman 
had stated that if the scheme were rejected, 
whether we would 01' would not, Canada 
would be forceel by violence into the Ameri. 
can tT nion, or placed upon an inclined plane 
which would carry us there. Now when men 
occupying high positions like the hon. mem· 
bel', assumed the responsibility of ;,;;iving ut
terance to such startling opiuions, they ought 
to be prepared to support them with \'cry 
cogent reasons. 

Hon. SIR B. P. TACHE-ram quite ready 
to give them. -

HON. ~IR. CURRIE-If tho case ,H'rc ns 
represented, it must be because we are quite de· 
fenceless, and that except in union with the 
Lower Provinces we were at the mercy of the 
United Ptates. But what did the honomble 
member mean bY,the inclined plane? 1<01' his 
part,he had not heard of any desire on the part 
of the people of this j1\'\lI-ince to chau"c their 
political institutions a~d turn from the glorious 
tlag under which many of them had fought 
and bled. Hacl anything been !lcurrl from 
ab~'oad, to the effeot tlult unless we aocepted 
tIllS scheme, EnO'land would oast us off or lct 
us slide down th~ inclined plane? (Lau::;hter) 
Yet the:>e were tho sole, or at least the chief, 
reasons alleged by that honorable member. 
Lot us then ask ourselves whether the scheme 
provided a remedy for the tllreatened evils. 
Would Oanada indecd bcso i'l'y"ically drell::;th. 
"ned sea·ward uuellmHl·wanl by this alliance, 
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that in the event of aggression on the part of 
the United States, we would be rendered quite 
safe? It was easy to Bay that union gave 
strength, but would this union really give us 
strength? He could understand that union with 
a people contiguous would do so, but union 
with provinces 1,500 miles apart at the ex
treme points, was a very different thing, and 
more likely to be a source of' weakness. In 
his mind it was like tying a small twine at 
thc end of a large rope and saying it strength. 
ened the whole line. When the honorable 
member said that Canada would be supported 
by all the military power of the Lower Provo 
inces, we should not run away with the idea 
that this meant anything. What were the 
facts? l' pOll looking at the census of those 
provinces lr.J found that the male population 
between the ages of 21 :md 50-the extreme 
limits at. which men bore arms-was 128,457, 
of which number G3,289 were chiefly employed 
on the water, that is, in the coasting trade and 
the fisheries, leaving G5,000 to assist in the de· 
fence of' Canada. (Hear, hear.) Now, sup· 
pose a draft of one·third of these was made 
tor military exigencies-and one-third would 
be a large proportion-we would have less 
than 22,000 men available for the service. 
Why, that would not be enough to defend 
their own frontier from aggression. \Vithout 
referring to the causes which had led to the 
formatioll of the present GI)I-ernment, or to 
the extraordinary conduct of some of the pub. 
lie men composing it, he must nevertheless 
allude to the express objects they professed to 
have in view in corning together. And the 
principal object was a scheme of federation, 
but not thc scheme now offered to the House. 
If' he understood the matter at all, the Gov. 
ernmcnt was organized on the basis of a Con· 
federation of Upper antI L'Iwcr Canada first 
in which Confederation the Lower Province~ 
might afterwards be admitted if they wished it. 

HON. ::IIR. CA::IIPBELL-~ot ~(). 
lIu:::?IR. CURRIE-lIe was notsurprieed 

at the Ill.-:icnt of the Honorable Commissioner 
of CroWll Lands, for the leaders in both 
Houses h~ld placed the larger object, that is 
the organ~zallon of a general Confederation, 
as the pl'llllary one. But the basis of the 
organization had been reduced to writino. and 
he held in his.l~and the paper which rec~pitu. 
luted the conclitlOns. They were as follows:
"The Government are prepared to pledge 
themselves to bring in a measure, next session, 
foJ' the purpose of l'cmovin<¥ cxi"tinO' difficulties 
by introducing the Feder"l principle int" 
Canada, coupled with such provision as will 



permit the Maritime Provinces and the North
West Territory to be incorporated into the slime 
system of Government." 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-The resolutions 
on the table fulfilled that promise. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-Well, the honorable 
member's colleague, the President of theCoun
cil, did not mention the Lower Provinces other
wise than incidentally at the great meeting in 
South Oxford, and the Intercolonial Hailway 
not at all. If his position (Hon.Mr. CURRIE'S) 
was correct, that the Coniederation of Canada 
alone was the basis of the coalition, then they 
had not carried out their pledge, and he pro
nounced the scheme now propounded as the 
production of a number of self-appointed 
delegates, and not the llleasure the country 
expected. Then he had been surprised to 
find that in the Conference C<1nada had so 
small a representation. He very willingly 
admitted that we had very able men tut'rt', 
but they wero few compared with the whole 
number of the Conference, and did not fairly 
represent the population !lnd wealth of the 
country. The Honorable Commissioner of 
Crown Lands had said, to be sure, that it did 
not make much difference as the Vlltes ,\ el'c' 
not taken by numbers but by the P1"O' iucl',,: 
in other words, that Prince Edward 1,];'11<1. 
with its population of 80,000 >,ouls, had "" 
much to say as Canada with its millions. 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-The two sec
tions of Canada voted separately. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-That wa" not much 
better, for it made Prince Edward Island 
equal to Upper Canada, with nearly 1,500,000 
of population. But all thi" apart, he main
tained the country was not prepared to pass 
judgment upon this momelltous question. It 
was the greatest matter that had ever been 
presented for its consideration, and it should 
be the aim of all to have it perfectly under
stood and approved of before it was adopted. 
W'e should seek to frame a Constitution which 
would last for ages. If any portioll of tho 
country were seriously opposed to the project, 
and it were carried through in spite of them, 
a wrong would bo inflicted which would per
petuate itself in all c!oming tillle. If pas::led 
against the sense of a majority of Upper or 
Lower Canada, the act might lead to an agi
tation such as had never been witnessed, and 
which might be fraught with the most dislls
trous consequences. To prove that the coun
try was not prepared for this sndden change, 
he would ask how many public meetings had 
been hold in Upper Canada for the pnrpose of 
discussing it? He had hcard of but one, and 
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that not very influential, where both ~ides of 
the que~tion were discussed. The people had 
in fact been waiting for the proO'!'ulllme !lnd 
to this moment it had not been s~PI,Jied~cer
tainly not in all its details. In a matter of 
this momentous importance, upon which the 
well-being of millions ill the future mi"ht so 
much depend, he sincerely trusted the c~uutry 
would not be hurried, but that full tilJlC for 
discussion would be given to enable it to aniTe 
at 1\ Slife verdict. (Hear.) It was said that 
all the Governmcnts intere~tod were in favor 
of tho project, lUld it was well known that 
there wa..~ to be a dissolution of Parliament 
in one of the provinces; if so, where was the 
necessity for haste iu Cauada, unless indeed 
it was for the purpose of unduly influencing 
the other provillce~? 'Wheu the union 
between Upper and Lower Canada was 
effected, there had been no Buch impationce 
of dclay. The IllIl"" i"l Goverulllent had 
Lrought iu a bill, ct'pit'" of which were BCllt 
out, and ~mbllJittcd tu the lJal'lialll~llt of Upper 
Cauada-Lower C\iua,h then had no Parlia
ment to commIt" and iu it., case thC'r\' Ira, less 
necd of deby than L!u\\--tLe Lill lVa~ ~ellt 
hOllJe again appruved, though lllt,.(i,l"'~ 'I l'l'e 
held iu Lower Canada "trull!:,1), opp"scd t" the 
lllCaSltl'e, ana tu this d t) it is ~di~J it 'Y.I .. .; 
forced upon nil ulJwillilJ;; V'''1,1., (Il",ll' 
hear, from ~OllJe of tile 1"1'\'l",i, I!I0IJl1",,.,,,; 
If timc was then allow".!, "'hy ,)","!.1 !l<'( 

time be allowed now, whell (t llIuch ll1.,re illl
portaut union was iu que,tion '? (lie,,,', Iwar.) 
Had the views of such cllliuent llIeu as Lord 
Ellcnborough and I,onl Dllrham been llll!y 
appreciated in 18::;9, thi~ Parliament would 
not now be met for the lmrpose of dissolving 
a union which had been unprofitable to one 
section, and unsatisfactory to the other. 
(Hear, hear, derisively.) He would now take 
the liberty to quote the views of Lord Dur
ham, to which he had just alluded. 'I'hey 
were as follows: 

I am averse to .'tiey plan that has beeu pro
posed fur giving an equal numb~r of m&mber. to 
the two Proviuced, in order to obtain the telllpor
ary end of ollt-numbering the French, becauou I 
thll1k the same o1>jeet will be obtained without any 
violation of the principles of lepresentation, aud 
without any such appearance of ilJjustice in the 
Bcheme, as would set public opinion both in Eng
hLDd and America strondly against it; and 
becanse, when e,,;igration shall have increased 
the English popUlation in the Upper Pro, illce, the 
adoption of such a principle would operate to 
defeat tbis very purpose it is intell<.kd to serve. 
It appears to me that any such eiccti,,' al'l'lwge· 
ment founded on the present 1'10\ illt'i,,! DivisiollS 



woul~ tend to defeat the pUl'pO!1I of Union, jll!d 
per"e!,."t" the idea of disunion. 
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He cited thc~o pregnant word! to indicate 
the d" u.::,'r of resorting to temporllrJ expe
dients j~Jl' ,he purpose of overcoming grave 
difficulties. If bon. members desired to es
tablish a union under which the provinces 
would grow in wealth, power and importance, 
they must endeavor to make it as nearly infal
lible as fallible men could. He had already 
remarked that there had been but little dis
cussion in Upper Canada on this su~jeot, and 
he felt it ill became him, representmg, as he 
,lid. a large constituency, to Tote approbation 
]h{Ol"C the people understood wha\ the vote 
illvulYc,d. In the Lower Pronnoei the people 
and the l'r".,~ seemed nlivc to the iubject, tor 
the btter teemed with IIrticlcs for lIud against, 
all knding to give information which our 
pnpubtil!n had not received, But speaking 
of the L"wei: Provinces, ho war; really afraid 
that ~1I11IC public mcn down thoro were dis
pm,,',l to CK"!!Cil'r.,te tho advantages of a union 
with Canada. j nst as some of ours scemcd prone 
to lIlagnify tl,e riches of the Lower Provinces. 
U We were going into a partnership, whioh he 
hop,',l would bst if entered into-(hear, hear,) 
-w,' ~hould not attempt to deceive e!ICh other, 
for if the people timnd they had boon deceived, 
the comp.e! would be short-lived. To give 
honorable members SOUle idea of' the manner 
in whil·h the subject was presented by leading 
llIen in the provinces, he would read them an 
extract from the speech of a 2\11'. LYNOH, at a 
lllrge meeting in Halifax, lIij reproduced by 
one of the orgaJI~ of the Government there. 

ll,,;,. MR. C_L\lPB~LL-Whllt organ? 
H":-i. MR. CUltlUE-They had so many 

Ofi':.lIlo they did not seem to know them all. 
(Laughter.) He would now read from the 
[;pecch in (Juestion:-

But we are told by olhou thlLt we had hetter 
ha\'e nothing to do with C1III'c!lI., becauiio ~he is 
bankrupt. Canada b 'nhupt I I wiilh we were 
all such hankrupts. She iii overflowin~ with 
wealth. This is now rapiclly developing its'llf, 
and must eventually place her among the firilt 
naLions of the carth. I h"v~ travelled over and 
cxauiincd that great cuuutry, and it would take 
more than flU the tim'e allot:ed to mc to tell you 
of her wealth and regOUrcei. Her rivers are 
among the largc.t in the world, and her lakes 
are mighty inland oceans. I nel'er had any idea 
of their extent uutil I stuod un the ihore of Lake 
Erie, saw before me a large square rigged lihip, 
and was told tbat such was the class of vessels 
that navig'.""c,l those waters. Why, sir, 7,000,000 
tons of sh'~'1"116 trade upon those mighty lakes. 
Agalll, look at the growth of th~ population. 
SIxty years ago it w!lll6D,OOO, now itia 3,000,000. 

Upper Canada donbled her popUlation in ten 
years and Toronto, in the beginning of this 
centu'ry the abode of the red man of the forest, is 
now one of the finest cities of British America, 
with a population of 40,OQO. The Boil is of the 
richest description, indeed it is only too much BO. 

In some places rich alluvial deposit is found to 
the depth of 58 feet, and in many instances lands 
have yielded their crops for years without the aid 
of a spadeful of manure. Canada has not only 
the "reatest yield but the best wheat in America. 
It i~ a well-known fact that the people of the 
United States in exporting their best flour mix it 
to It large extent with Canadian wheat, and in 
order to give you an idea of the increased growth 
of 'I. I would inform you that while in ten years 
the wheat erop increased in the States 60 per 
cent. (an immense increase), it in the same time 
in Canada increased 4QO per cent. The average 
crop i. equal to that of the hest wheat growing 
counh-icii in Europe. while 'orne places ha\'e 
yielded the almost incredible quantity of 100 
bushels to the acre. The yield of laat year was 
27,000. 

He only wished that this honorablo gentle
man alonc had been mistaken, but even the 
IIon.l\Ir. TILLEY, one of the most distinguished 
statcsmen of New Brunswick, had made the 
statement that our tariff was in faet only an 
eleven per cent. tariff. But all the errors were 
not on that side, for thcy need but turn to a 
celebrated speech of one of our own leading 
men-a speech regarded almost as an important 
state paper-and there it was stated that the 
United Provinces would become the third 
maritimc power in the world. (Hear, Hear.) 
England, it said, was first, then the United 
Shtes, lind the speaker doubted if France 
could tako the third rank before us. Our 
sea-going tonnage would be five millions, aDd 
our lake tonnage seven millions. These werc 
vast figures, and it almost bewildered the mind 
to conceive their ma.:,onificent proportions. 
(Laughter.) Now supposing all these vessels 
were 500 tons each, it would reqnire 14,000 
to make up the Bum, but lIDfortunately the 
census showed that we had but 808 sailors to 
navigate them-rather a small number it must 
be admitted for 14,000 ships. (Great laugh
ter.) The way the mistake-to use the mildest 
expression-was made, was simple enough. 
The vessels were entered at the Custom 
Houses every time they eame in and left port, 
and as some of them came into port 200 times 
in the year, as at Toronto for instance, their 
tonnage was counted 200 times. It was easy 
in this way to run up our inland marine to 
seven millions of tons. But then if the pro
ducts of Canada were as great as Mr. LYNOH 
represented, why of courie we would requiro} 
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all those ships to carry away all that wheat. 
(Heal', hear, and laughter.) He would be 
glad if he could tell as fine a story, but he 
could not do that and at the same time tell 
the truth. Then the Lower Provinces were 
told that our tariff averaged eleven per cent., 
but was it so? [The honorable member was 
here quoting from II speech of Hon. Mr. 
TILLEY, to which he had before alluded.] 

HON. MR. ROSS-Read on. 
HON. MR. CURRIE, reading ~n, imme

diately came to a paragraph explaining the 11 
per cent. to mean the average of duties on the 
value of all imported goods, a lar~e proportion 
of which were duty free. 

HON. MR. ROSS-The statemeat wal cur
recto (Hear, hear.) 

HON. MR.CURRIE then proiCeded to show 
the truth in regard to the duties on Itaples 
and articles in d~mestic use in Canada. He 
said if honorable gentlemen would turn to the 
Trade and Navigation returus for 1864, they 
would find that in the first half of that year 
we imported and paid the following dutie~ on 
eight kinds of commodities: 

Value. 
Cottons. __ " .... _ .... _ .$3,277,935 
Woolens _ ............. _ 2,537,GG9 
Tea,lbs., 3,048,567 .•••• _ 1,059,614 
Iron and hardware .. _ • __ . 776,225 
Linen _ ..... _ ... _ .. . . . . . 421,543 
Hats and Caps. _ .... _ _ _ _ 281,197 
Sugar ..... _ ........... _ .779,907 
Sugar, refiued. _ . _., _ . _. _ 9,980 
Coffee, green. _ ...•. _ ... _ 89,016 

Duty. 
$644,381 

499,084 
275,126 
151,422 

84,136 
55546 

376;189 
6,260 

20,449 

$2,1l2,593 

Thus hon. gentlemen would sec we pay 
more than fifty per cent. on our sugar, ne:uly 
twenty-three per cent. on coffee, while upon tea 
we pay about twenty-six per cent. He was 
afraid that if the present condition of Canada 
was calmly considered we would be found 
"'oing into the union in a state far different 
from the glowing representations of Hon. Mr. 
LYNCH. Let hon. members look at the trade 
of Canada for half of the year 1864, !lnd they 
would find that the balance against UII was 
S9,999,000. Then there was the interest 
upon the public debt; interest upon 10:lns to 
private individuals; bank dividends payable 
abroad, for much of the stock: of our banks 
was held out of" the province; the interest to 
loan companies and others; all to be added to 
the debit balance, and the picture of wealth 
conjured up would present a very ~ifferent as
pect. Indeed, he wondered how, With all the~e 
burdens, the country had borne up so well.-

In the next place, he objected to the manner iu 
which the scheme had been brought d!lWll. 
Why, if the GoverJllllent desired the House to 
vote favorably, did they not act and speak 
understandingly? Why did they not at once 
bring in the schemes for the local governments 
and the e~timated eost of the Intercolonial 
Railway? He (Hon. Mr. CURRIE) did not ob
ject to the principle of Confcderation. (Hear, 
hear.) No, !lnd he believed there would be 
the most perfect unanimity on the subject, as 
there was among the delegates as to the prin
ciple of Confederation, but he asked to have, 
as part of the scheme, the cost of the railway, 
which seemed to be part and parcel of'it. We 
knew little of this project, where it was to 
commence Bnd where to end, or how many enda 
it was to have. 'We heard there was to be one 
branch from Truro to Pictou; and tben it was 
said again that the road must pass through the 
valley of the St. John, and end in that city. 
'Vere we to !lecept the project without inform
ation T 'Vere we to have a road to Halifax? 
to purchase the Grand Trunk to Uiviere du 
Loup and the link from Truro to Halifax, all 
of them to enter and form part of thc national 
railway? Notwithstanding the admitted talent 
of the delegates, he contended that a manifest 
injustice had been done to CCll1;!,h, and eNl"'
cially to Upper Canada, in the distrij,Llti"" of 
the ~ubsidiea to the local governments. Hon. 
gentlemell. must bear in miud that the subsidies 
change not with population, but remain fixed. 
They were as follows :-
Upper Canada....... . .. _ .. $1,IlG,873 00 
Lower Canada. . . . . . . . 889,248 00 
Nova Scotia ..... _.. 264,000 00 
New Brunswick ...... _ $201,000 

63,000 
264,000 00 

Prinn E(hmrd lola..:!. . 64,035 
89,043 

153,7~S Oi 
NgwfollDdlali.d . .. !lS,IlO 

270,890 
:lG!l,OOO 00 

$~,G5G,849 00 

If IL periQn waa proptsl"ng to enter into a 
partnership h, would naturally inquire into the 
asseti of the other members of thl! int~nded 
firm. 'Ve knew what QUI' Illseti were. \'{e 
had the fine~t eanulil in the werlrJ I whieh had 
cost many millions. 

HON. MR. ROSS-And th'::r I'M." 
HO!i. lUR. CURRI1i:-l'lae~ (I'll, 011 tho 

St. Lawrence Canalil and you will .<'(; what 
they pay. There was one canal that did pay. 
the Wulland. In 1861 ihis work alone eaxned 



a net re,enue of $184,289 50, over and above 
the costs of repair and lIlunagement; and if 
you add to that amount the tolls unwisely re
funded, $56,4.·1 63, you have an amonnt 
equal to five per cent. on the total expendi
ture on the "'Velland Canal, as shewn in the 
Report of the Commi"si()Jl~r of Public 'Vorks, 
up to the 1st January, 1862, and a margin 
of' 8.,436 to the credit of this work. Then 
we hud the St. Lawrance Canals, and if they 
did not pay it was because of the extravagance 
of the management nnd the system of toll on 
those works. (lIear.) It was reported that 
some people believed if we could only get 
Confixleration we would have enough to pay 
for both the general and loc2l governments, 
and so much more t'l spare that we would not 
know what to do with our money. What 
would he the reyenue of the Confederation? 
Taking the year 1363 as the basis, we find 
the revenues of the proposed Confederation for 
that year, from customs and excise, to be as 
follow.~ : 

Canada .... _ ... ' ........ _ ... _. $.\ ~)~~),320 98 
Newfoundland ...... __ .. $496,899 
Prince Edward I.land .. 15'1,520 
Non, Scotia ........... 861,g.~9 
New Brunswick . ....... 7G8,:~;'I:; 

2,280,752 00 

$8,280,072 98 

We will now consider the burdens to be 
assumed bv the Confederation. Interest on 
the debt ot' Canada, S:~,Sl~, 514 01 ; interest 
on the debts ,,1' ~ew Brunswick and Nova 
8t"tia, of $1::>,000,000, say $750,000; in
terest on the debt of Newfoundland, of 
:;!;~146,OOO, and the debt of Prince Edward 
Island, of $240,673-$59,333. Add to this 
the interest on the cost of constructing the 
Intercolonial Railway, not less than $1,000,000 
Farly, supposing it were to cost us but $20,
Ol)il,OOO, and the amount to be spent yearly 
for defensive purposes, $1,000,000. And 
assuming that civil government and the cost 
of legislation should be no more for the Con
federation than for Canada, which is certainly 
a reasonable view, we have for civil govern_ 
ment, $430,572 47; for legislation, $627_ 
:; .. ~):l; judges' salaries, Lower Canad~ 
$115,75555; judges' salaries, Upper Canada' 
S157,C90 :n; emigration and quarantine' 
$5,,406 32; ocean and river service, $511 ~ 
35640; li~hthou,cs and coasts, 8102,724 75'· 
fisheries, S~~, ';:'S 41 ; cost of collectincr revenu~ 
and excise in Canada, $401,561 41; local 
subsidies to provinces, $3,056,849. Thus 
~hewing a balance against revenue of $3,825,-
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781 89; and if the canals are to be enlarged, 
as promised, an additional debt must be created 
of $12,000,000 for such purpose,-another 
annual charge of $600,000,-01' a total balance 
against revenue of $4,425,781 89. These 
gentlemen from the east were going to give us 
the Intercolonial Railway aud enlarge our 
canals, but if to enlarge the canals, why were 
not the canals put in the Constitution? 

HON. MR. DICKSON-They did not want 
to throw cold water upon it. (Laughter.) 

HON. MR. CUHRIE- Why not give a 
guarantee for their enlargement? He found 
that the desirable improvement would entail 
an expense of $12,000,000. As to the local 
subsidy, he regarded it as a farce, or as honey 
spread out to catch flies. As to the argument 
that the rejection of the scheme would injure 
our credit, he would ask whether tho bond
holders would not much prefer our present 
financial condition to one of fifteen millions 
of increased indebtedness, with nothing of 
value to show for it. If the people of Eng. 
land knew that Oonfederation and the Inter
colonial Railway meant an increase of fifty 
per cent. on our tariff, they would not be EO 

anxious for it. As to the representation in 
the Confederated Legislative Council, it was 
proposed to give Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada twenty-four members each, and to the 
Lower Provinces twenty· eight. That is, the 
780,000 souls in the Lower Provinces would 
have four memberJ more than Upper Canada 
with its million and a half. This proved that 
though Canada had talented men in the Con
ference, they either forgot our interests or 
sat there powerless. When the Legislative 
Council of Canada was made elective, his 
honorable friend near him (Hon. Mr. CHRIS
TIE) had stood up for the right of Upper 
Canada, as the Delegates should have done 
in the Conference. On the second readincr of 
the bill to change the Qonstitutionofthe Le~is
lative Council, on the 14th March, 1856,~ 

Mr. BROWlf moved, seconded by :Mr. FOLEY 
That it be an instruction to the Committee t~ 
amend the bill, by providing that the members of 
the Legislative Council shall be elected for fOllr 
years, one·half retiring every second year. 

Mr. GOULD moved, seconded by Mr. WRIGHT 
That it be an instruction to the Committee t~ 
a~end the bill by providing that the constituen· 
C\~s shall be arranged according to population 
WIthout re:rard to the division line between U ppe; 
and Lower Canada. 

Thii amendment wa' supported by the Hon. 
Messrs. AIKINS, BROWN, CAliERON, CRRIS
TIE, FOLEY, FREElIAN, WILSON, and many 
leading reformers in Upper Canada. 



And on the third reading of the bill on the 
27th March,-

Mr. HARTMAN moved, seconded by Mr. CHRIS' 
TIE, That the bill be recommitted to a Com· 
mittee of the whole House, with a view to ar· 
raage the electoral divisions so as to embrace 
withill each, as nearly as practicable, an equal 
population, and without regard to a division line 
between Upper and Lower Canada. 

This amendment, although supported by 
Messrs. BROWN, CHRISTIE, and twenty other 
Upper Canada members, was not carried. 

If representation by population were right 
in 1856, was it not equally right in 1865? 
But it might be said that the union was to 
be a federal one, whereas it was no sucb thing. 
It was neither federal nor legislative, but a 
mongrel between both. If the representation 
had been properly arranged, there would have 
been no necessity for honorable members 
vacating their seats. In that case, Upper 
Canada would have had 30, Lower Canada 
24, and the Lower Provinces 18. Yesterday 
the Honorable Commissioner of Crown Lands 
had given reasons for abolishing the elective 
principle as applied to this House; but not 
over a year ago he had lauded the system, and 
he (Hon. Mr. CURRIE) had not heard the life 
members say a word in opposition. The 
system had got a fair trial of eigh t years, and 
I,ad proved satisfactory, and would a few self
constituted delegates, with a dash of the pen, 
destroy that which had received the sanction 
of the country? He was never sent to this 
House to vote away its constitution-Chear, 
hear)-and before endorsing any such propo
sition he would wish to go to his constituents, 
and if they s~id yes, he would not oppose
~hear, hear)-but without that permission, he 
was not going to give a vote which might 
have the effect of giving him his seat for life. 
(Hear, hear.) He had heard of Lower 
Canada domination, but if this was the first 
taste of eastern domination, he wished no 
more of it. (Hear, hear, and l~ughter.) 

HON. 1\IR. CAMPBELL-It was not a 
peculiarity of Canada, but the judgment of 
the whole Conference. (Hear.) 

HON. MR. CURRIE-He then presumed 
it was not the proPosition of the honorable 
member that the seat the people had given 
him should be given to the Crown; but it 
. seemed he had passed under the domination 
of the Lower Provinces. (Laughter.) In 
1849, the Legislature had made provision for 
the support of common schools in Canada, 
and had set aside one million acres of the best 
lands for that noble purpose. The lands, all 
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situate in Upper Canada, had been sold, and 
a fund of a million and a quarter accumu
lated, but with another stroke of the pen this, 
too, was to be scored out. In 1862, the 
Government of the day had brought down a 
bill to amend the Separate School Act of 
Upper Canada, and without expressing an 
opinion as to its merits, he might Fay it had 
produced a very strong feeling of indignation, 
A mass meeting wus held in Toronto to con
demn the bill, and the people were 80 exas
perated that they had called upon certain 
mem bel'S of the Government to resign. Other 
meetings were held, viz. :-

Meeting at Harrington, North Oxford, 25th 
March, l~l;:::: 

Resolved,-That the Hon. W. MACDOUGAlL 
has betrayed the interests of his constituents for 
the sake of office. 

Meeting at East Nissouri, 6th April, 1863; 

Resolved,-That this meeting, while viewing 
the manner in which tbe Hon. WM. MACDOUGALL 
bas betrayed tbe inkre,ts of his constituouts in 
supporting Mr. SCOTT'S Separate Scbool Bill, be
lives it to be his duty to resign his seat in the 
Provincial Parliament as member for the North 
Riding of Oxford. 

He had read these resolutions to show the 
feeling which then prevailed, and he might 
have quoted articles to prove that the measure 
was regarded as a most iniquitous one. He 
would give one or two from the Glove;-

We can hardly believe that a government 
based on the double majority, will permit an al
telation in our commoll school system in defiance 
of the vote of an Upper Canadian majority. 

March 20th.-The prospcclS of MI'. SCOTT'S bill 
in tile Upper House are not very bright. When it 
was brought up from the Assembly, nobody rOse to 
move the first reading, and Sir ETIENNE TACHE, 
who, it will be remembered, introduced this last 
Upper Canada Separate School Bill, willch passed 
into law, was about to assume this responsibility, 
whell Mr. MCCREA, the newly elected Councillor 
for the Western Division, came to the rescue. 

The SPEAKER then very improperly suggested 
Mr. AIKI'" as the seconder, all office whicb the 
member for tbe Home Division promptly declined. 
No one else appearing, Mr. L};TELLlER, a French 
Canadian, seconded the motion. This is French 
domination with a ven!:(eance. We are not as
tOllished to fiud that the~e is a disposition to give 
the bill stronl( opposition, regardless of the con
sequences to the government . 

April 11 th.--The bill passed the sec,)nd reading 
in the Legislative Council, 11 ;.0 1:1 ,rciI: l' ['per 
Canada. . 

In spite of every temptation, Upper Canada 
stands true to her school system. The bill may 
pass as other infamies hs.ve passed 0111' Legis!1I-
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ture before, but it will not be by Upper Canada 
votes. If our school system is destroyed, Lower 
Canada must bea,' the shame of it. 

April 21st.-Although the bill has passed 
both Houses, and no number of meetings can 
stay its progres" it is well for the people of 1; p. 
per Canada to pronuunce uron ii, merits. They 
are deeply hurt and mortitied 1,y this treatment 
they have rc,"oi n:d from Lower Canadians and 
traitors amollg their own representati v(;':;. L\ sense 
of personal wruug and injury ,'xi,18 which we 
hart' never witlles .... ~d in so g:n·at u dl',..;"l'ee bef()n~. 
The iron of Lowcr Canada domination seems to 
have touched the soul of the people and tlw wound 
rankles. The word contempt doe,s not e"I'!'I'.;.; 
the feeling which if nanife;ted. There is a spice 
of bittern,'ss about it which takes it out of that 
category. 

But, lll>t1I'ith.,t:mding these (,1'idl'nee, uf dis
satisf:Jetion, the ad became hII': and it I'e
mained for the IJl'".<ellt G01'ornment, by this 
Sdlellle, to I"TIl<'tuak the law. He was sur
I"'i,,'rl tllal 111l' UOH'l11nJellt. framed ", it w:". 
should become l"lrties to ,1Il'it a ,"'lll'l"". TI",y 
ha'.! not yet ,IOlIC with the ,dl>Jol 'Itle"li,,, .. 
They 111'"1'0''''' t" prot,'('t the Prote,tant 
minority "j' Lower Callada, alIil a l'l'lition 1\':1.'< 

"ll the table exhibiting what 11''''' desired. This 
\Va" proof "lloll~1t that the I,,'ople were not 
satisfied; nnd1\ll'.'ther or not the scheme of 
Confederation were ;"]"pt,''], the (;o"crnment 
shonld bring in a lllea,Ul'e to do the petition
ers justice. Then from Upper C'lllada the 
Roman Catl",li,'s asked to be plae"'l in a posi
tion precisely similar to that 1I'1Iieh the Pro
testants of Lower l':tlla,la were >eeking, and 
if ~ach of till'.,,, minorities wen' suffering in
justice, why should not their l'IIlIlplaillt" be 
redrcsse,l before a Confederation took plaee? 
Let these measure" prelude Conii'rle!',1ti')n, 
alld let not p" riiament be ",h,l to l'rocel'rl 
blindfold. He 1\'"" ""ti.,tied that if the Inter
coloniallLtilway projeet were bkcll out of the 
scheme, we would not 11>':11' much ,.)"mt it 
afterwards. :-;ome leading' meu in Halifax 
had said, " the Railway tirst, ,md Confedern
tion next." 

HO:-l. :IIIt. tiA~BORN-l1"ll. :Ill'. TILLEY 
h ad said that. 

lIco:\'. MR. CURIaE-Then it would be 
better to try tlte l'""tl-,I,,ration without the 
railway. It would, after all, be muc-h '!l1sier ti)r 
the members frolll the Lo\\','!' Pl'Ovince8 t" 
come to Uttawa than it IN''] to be for the 
members f:'Olll :-;:II,'[\\'i,'11 to go til )] ontreal at 
the 1i;,," or toe "nion. The Grand Trunk 
H.';~\\'ay had mst dJ~ provi,,"" a 1',,,( SUIll, but 
t.hen it llUd Iwl'u of vast sel'1'ice to the country. 
But where is the company that would keep the 
Intercoloniall~ailway ruuniug for its earnings, 

the road and the rolling stock being made over 
to them as a gift? Suppose a merchant from 
)lontreal wants to go to England, which road 
will he prefer? Why, he would go by way of 
Portland. Would any produce be sent over 
such a road? How much wheat was there 
sent over the Grand Trunk, even in winter? 

HON. ~lR. FERRIER-A great deal. 
HO:-l. -'IR. CURRIE-How much from 

~lontreal '? And why did we hear complaints 
from Huron and Bruce? 

SEVERAL VOICES-They have no rail
way there. (Laughter.) 

HON. ;\lIL CURRIE-Was there not the 
Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway passing 
through Huron? It was our dnty to hesitate 
and not to press on at railway speed, but to 
act like prudent men. \\r e were sent here to 
place a check upon hasty legislation. But was 
there ever such hasty legislation as this? Yet 
,,~ the Government were strong in Parliament, 
they might attempt to press the measure with
out the consent of the people. If they do, how
ever, pursue such a course, they will perhaps 
receive a check in Nova Scotia or New Bruns
wick, for in these provinces they had no inten
tion to pa",s the measure without a free and 
full dis(,ll>;siun. 

HO:-l. ;\lR. ROSS-Why, if it was good for 
them as the hon. member said, they might be 
glad to do it. . 

Hu~. "lR, McCREA-If it was so unfa
vorable for Canada it must be in the same 
,j,'c:r('e favorable to the LowtT Provinces. 

Ho~, -'IR. CURRIE-Oh, that does not 
by any means follow, they are a frngal, indus
trious and intelligent people, and it may be 
considered inadvisable by them to join a people 
who, in the short term of ten years, by a course 
of extravagance and prodigality increased the 
expenses of their government nearly four hun
dred per cent., independent of the increase of 
the public debt. They might also call to mind 
the Grand Trunk swindles. 

HON. MR. IWSS-When the hon. member 
s"id that there had been Grand Trunk swin
dles, he said what was not correct. 

Ho~. -'IR. CURRIE-Perhaps he used a 
wrong term. He meant Grand Trunk frauds. 
Those people might hesitate about connecting 
themselves with a people that had almost 
brought themselves to the verge of national 
bankruptcy, and loaded themselves with such 
a heavy tariff, they might recall to mind the 
political dishonesty of our pnblic men, men 
\~ho had so ma~gned and blackened the pub
h~ chara{lter of each other as to require a 
WIder jitagQ and a new audience to witne~8 
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their future acts. They would also observe 
that all formerly connected with the Grand 
Trunk were urging this scheme forward. He 
then accused the Government of bad faith in 
bringing down these resolutions, instead of a 
measure simply for the Canadas; that the 
reform party only committed thl'Ill'c\\"(" to 
the latter scheme when Mr. BROWN entered 
the Cabinet, but now it was only secondary. 
To bear this out he read the following reso
lution adopted by that party :-

Moved by Mr. HOPE MoKENZIE, and second
ed by ~Ir. McGIvERn,- That we approve of the 
course which has been pursued by Mr. BROWN in 
the negotiations with the Government, and that 
we approve of the project of a Federal union of 
the Canadas, with provisioll for its extension to 
the Maritime Provinces and the N orth-W estern 
territory, as one based on which the constitutional 
difficnlties now existing shonld be settled. l 

He was not personally opposed to Con
federation in itself, but this measure was so 
defective that he could not support it, bearing, 
as it did, the seeds of decay apparent in its 
details. He heartily concurred in the views 
expressed recently at Halifax,by a distinguished 
Upper Canada Statesman-(~IR. BROWN):
" On a survey of the whole case, I do think 
that there is no doubt as to the high advan
tages that would result from a union of all 
the colonies, provided that terms of union 
could be found just to all the contracting 
parties, and so framed as to secure harmony 
in the future administration of affairs. But 
it were wrong to conceal for a moment that 
the whole merit of the scheme of union may 
be completely marred by the character of' its 
details." He asked who would not say that 
the details of this measure did not so mar as 
to spoil the scheme. If we are .to have a Con
federation, let it be put upon a proper and 
permanent foundation, one t~at will be of: ad
vantage to this young and VIgorous provlllce, 
and he expressed the hope that only such a 
scheme would be sanctioned by Parliament. 
(Hear, hear, and applause.) 

It beinO' nearly six o'clock, Hon. MR. 
Ross mov~d to adjourn the debate till the 
morrow, which was ,carried. 

The House then adjourned. 

-0--

WEDNESIJAY, February 15, 1865. 

HON. MH.. SEYMOUR said:-Honorable 
gentlemell, I desire to make one or two re-

marks in reply to something which fell from 
my honorable friend the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands, in reference to the objections 
I took on a fun""l occasion to the details ul 
this scheme. That honorable ~(,Iltlem:lll, 
after explaining one or t\CO minor points, dis
poscd of th{' others by saying that I opposed 
everything:. .\:; that statemeut might imply, 
if' honorable members of this House were not 
acquainted with me, that my course had been 
factious, I desire to state what I have op
posed. Having been always a strong advo
cate of retrenchment and financial reform, I 
have opposed the exorbitant expenses of the 
Government.. I have opposed the l·xtra\·a
gance which has ma·le the expenses of the 
civil .>.:overn llJent of Canada exceed those of 
any othel· country on the lace of the globe, 
in proportion til the revenue. I have always 
opposed the expellditure of money without 
the authority of Parliament. (Hear, hear.) 
I have al\VOIY" opposed the extravagant grants 
and sll],sidics to the Grand Trnnk Railway 
Company. (Hear, hear.) My honorable 
friend opposite (Holl. lIlr, FERRIER) ha, 
spuken uf' the bellcfit of the Gran~ Trunk 
Railway, and of the great expendIture of' 
EIWlish capitalists in the work. It is true 
the" wurk was undertaken by them, but 
Canada has borne her full share-has fulfil
ler! every agreement. And mo~·e than that, 
Canada ha:; paid at the rate of thIrty thousand 
dullars pcr mile for hor railways; Canada 
has contributed 815, 1-1~,000 in principal, 
and $5,-1110,111111 in interest, without taking 
into consideration a large number of smaller 
matters. If a calculation be made from 
these amounts, it will be found as I have 
stated, that Canad" has paid at the rate of 
$30,000 for all the railway which was re
quired, namely, from Quebec, to 'I.'oronto, 
which would have connected WIth the Great 
Western, and funned a Trunk line through 
the province to tlarniu. If large sums have 
been expended; if large sums have been 
squandered have not English contractors 
benefited?' Are the people of Canada to be 
blamed? The scheme was planned by Eng
lish capitalists and Canada fulfilled every 
obligati'un. (IIear, hear.) Now, there is 
another matter which I have opposed. I 
have always opposed the loose system of 
manao-ement of the Crown lands, a system 
by which our splendid domain has been frit
tered away. I do not mean my remark.s on 
this suhjcet to apply to my honorable frIend, 



the present C(lmmissioner of Crown Lands. 
He hap only been in office a few lllontbs, Hnd 
I have not read his report. But I refer to 
the I""t, and I say that the whole of' that 
dO:;laiu has Le('l1 squandered away in useless 
expenses. 'fhere IS allother matter which I 
have opposed-tb., Militia Bill 01 I~I;~. I 
adlllit that I ul'P",;~.l that mcasure. That 
wa' a Dleasure which was going to entail 
upou the couutry an enorDluus eXI,enditurc, 
which wonld ha\-c' exhausted OUr rC'''lll'e." 
at a time when that expenditure was not 
required. \Vhy, honorablc 1!·entl",,'en, was 
not the 'l'rellt difficulty seltll,d at the time? 
Had nut the Allieriean '( iuvernDlcnt complied 
with the demands uf U reat Britain, and what 
threatened us to authorize that expenditure Y 
TlIerc is one expeuditure which I opposed, 
which mi1!ht p'Thaps be quc,;tioued. I ap
pused the 8upply Bill in lS;:)S, and I had 
then v.)ting with me, my honurable friend 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands. (Hear, 
and laughter) Whether that, vote can be 
defimded in a constitutional point of view, I 
caunot say; but every vute 1 have given in 
this House, or the other brauch 01' the Legis
lature, h"s beeu given iu accordance with 
what I couccived to he the interests of my 
native country. (llear.) Jly honorable 
friend the Commissioner of' Crown Lands, 
alluded the other day to the conservative 
feature Of' the Senate in the U uited States, 
in allowing the same representation to small 
states as tt) the larger states. But this does 
uot at all affect the general arrangement, 
becauRc the large majority afe large ,1tates. 
liut while my honorable friend approves of 
thi" portion, he should have exprcssed an 
opinion on the whole system. In the United 
States, no change of constitution can be ef
fected without the consent of' two-thirds of 
both brauches of the Legislature, and that 
must afterwards be sanctioned by three
fourths of the state governments. 'fhis is 
a conservative feature also. Then, what are 
the constitutions of the state governmeuts. 
I have here a clause taken ti'om the consti
tution of one of the st,ates ( Connecticut), 
which provides that :-

Whenever a majority of the House of Repre
sentatives shall deem it necessary to alter Or 
amend this constitution, they may propose such 
alterationR and amendments, which proposed 
amendments shall be continued to the lIext O'en
eral assembly, and be published with the I~ws 
which may have been passed at, the same session, 
and if two·thirds of each house, at the next ses
sion nf said assembly, shall approve the amend-

1~ 

ments proposed, by yeas and nays, said amend· 
ments shall, by the secretary, be transmitted to 
the towu clerk in each town in this State, whose 
duty it shall be to present the same to the inhab
itants thereof, for their consideration, at a town 
meeting legally warned and he!.l for that purpose; 
and if it shall appear ill a manner provided by 
law, that a majority of the electors present at 
such meetillgs shall have approved such amend
ments, tl.e same shall be valid, to all intents and 
pUl'poses, as a part of this constitution. 

That is the way one of the oldest states 
guards the rights and liberties of its people. 
Then here is another extract from the con
stitution of the state of Mississippi, one of 
the new states, showiug how the people there 
arc protected against hasty iUDovation :-

Whenever two-thirds of the general assembly 
shall deem it necessary to amend or change this 
constitution, they shall recommend to the elec
tors, at the next election for mpmbers of the gen
eral assembly, to vote for or against a conven· 
tion; and if it shall appear that a majority of the 
citizeus of the state, voting for representatives, 
have voted for a convention, the geueral assem
hly shaH, at their uext session, call a con venti on, 
to consist of as many members as there may be 
in the general assembly, to be chosen by the 
qualified electors in the manuer, and at the times 
and places of choosing memhers of the general 
assemhly: which convention shall meet within 
three months after the said election, for the pur
pose of revising, amending, or changing the 
constitution_ 

Now, in addition to this, what have we 
seen? Have we not aeen changes in the 
uonstitution latterly in reepect to slavery, and 
have they acted upon this till they have 
been ratified by the state governments? 
Now, compare this mode of procedure with 
that adopted in regard to the scheme-and 
very properly called a schcme-ofConfedera
tion submitted to this House. How were 
these delegates called into existence 1 Are 
they not self-appointed? (Hear.) Did not 
the members of the Executive Council of 
Canada constitut\l themselves delegat'ls? 
(Cries of " no, no," and "yes.") And the 
members of the Executive Councils of the 
Lower Provinces, did they not also constitute 
themselves delegates? They prepared a 
scheme wllich they have laid before Parlia
ment, and what is that scheme? It was 
embodied in resolutions ~ent to members of 
the Legislature before the meeting of the 
House, marked "private," both In the out
side and inside. Did a!JY honorable member 
fe~l himself at liberty to go before his con
stItuents, and explain it to them? Did any 
honorable memQer feel himself at liberty to 



call his constituents together, and say. here 
is a scheme on whieh I will have to vote at 
the next session of the Legislature? No, he 
could not do it. Some of the newspapers did 
publish what purported to be the resolutions, 
but were they copied all over the country so 
that the people might see and judge of them? 
No, they were not, aud what was -the reason? 
Did not the Provincial Secretary write his 
mandate to the press, that any newspaper 
that did not support Confederation, was not 
to receive the Government patronage. Not 
being an elective member, I di,l not feel 
myself at liberty to address the people on 
these resolutions. Did any member take 
them to his constituents and explain every 
detail of them? 

HON.l'IIR.lIIAUPHERSON-Dou't let the 
honorable member endeavor to create a false 
impression. I, for one, held two meetings 
a day for some time, and fully explained the 
scheme to my constituents. 

HON. ~lR. SEYMOUR-Did my hon
orable friend tell them how much this 
Intercolonial Railway was to CJst, or how 
much Upper Canada was to pay for it? 'fhat 
it was to be established by the Government, 
and kept up as a public work. I should bc 
glad to hear my honorable friend on these 
points before a popular a8semblage. (Hear, 
hear). We have been told by my honorable 
friend the Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
that conc~ssions had to be made, but how 
were these concessions made? U nfortunate
ly they were ail made one way; they were 
made to the Lower Provinces. No conces
sions to Canada, East or West, but all in 
favor of the Lower Provinces. And could 
you expcct anything else would be the result 
of the Convention, when the small province 
of Priuce Edward Island, and the small pro· 
vince of Newfoundland, sent representatives 
in the same manner and the same number 
as the whole Province of Canada! Could it 
have been expectcd that the delegates from 
Canada would supply all the talent? How
ever much I esteem the talents of the mcm
bers of the Executive Council, I believc 
there are those in the i..ower Provinces who 
possess the tale?t necessary to arrang? a 
scheme of this klDd. When Canada, With 
its 3,000,000 of population and $1 1,000,00U 
of revenue, was represented there by twelve, 
and the Maritime Provinces, with only 
800,000 of population and a revenue under 
$3,000,000, was represented by nearly two to 
one, could it pe expeoted tha.t a favorable 
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arrangement could be made. (Hear.) My 
honorable friend says that they voted by 
provinces, but it was all the same. Now, 
what was the first conces~ion? 'l'he first 
concession was in granting twenty eight 
members of this House to those provinces, 
with only ."110,000 inhabitants aUlI paying a 
small amount of revenue, whereas ill Uppcr 
Canada wc huye 1,500,000 of populat.ion, aud 
contribute $7,000,000 or $8,UUO,000 to the 
revenue, and yet have only twenty-four 
members. Here is the first concession to 
make the Lower Provinces come ill to sup· 
port the scheme And is it not a L,et that 
this House will have the control of the 
legislation to a certain extent, and are we 
not eutitled to it? Then there is another 
poiut in connection with the Lower Pro
vinces, which I will here notice. The 
franchise is lower thcre- it is almost univer
sal. Persons entered upon the asoessment 
roll for a small amount Df personal property 
may vote for members of the Confederat.e 
Parliament. Here members are el"cted by 
persons assessed for real property to" certain 
amount. This is another matter which 
should have been attended to. It is not 
right that members should be sent to the 
General Parliament on these terms. (Hear, 
hear.) The whole scheme is, in fact, a 
history of concessions, and all on one side. 
The arrangemeat of the public dl·bt at a 
rate per head, instead of according to re
venue, is another mistake. 1\1y friIJnd, the 
honorable for Saugeon (Hon. 1\1r. ;\IAc
PHERSON), whom I do not see in his place, 
stated the other day that my arguments were 
fallacious; that in this case thc rate pc·r 
head of population was the one which ought 
to be adopted. Is not the revenue tLe 
means of payment of the debt? Is popula
tion to be considered? I will sat isfy my 
honorable friend that his reasoning was not 
correct, at least it is not what I would ex
pect from a gentlen:an occupying the p.osition 
he does in the country. Is populatIOn al
ways wealth? No. It is wea.lth. when it 
can be profitably employed; It IS wealth 
when you can employ it in manu~actures, or 
in the cultivation of good farmlDg lands; 
but lock at the case of Ireland, where popu
lation has been a source of poverty. 

HON. MR. ~IACPHERSON-What I said 
was, that past revenue w.as not a fair cri
terion of whnt each provlDce was to pay. 
In future we would have a uniform tariff. I 
am sure that my honorable friend will not 



say that in this country population is a sonrce 
of poverty. 

HON. l\IR. :'<EY:lIOrR-}[y honorable 
friend says he adopts one plan' for the past 
and another for the future. What justice 
is there in that? We have only to look at 
t.he proposed system to 8ce the effect it has. 
If New Brnnswick, with a million revenue, 
be allowed to put. her debt of seven millions 
upon .the Confederation, then, npon the same 
rule, Canada should enter into the Confedera
tion with all her debt and more. The esti
mated revenne of Canada is eleven millions. 
Anyone could fignre th"t out and see that 
Canada should have had no debt left for the 
local governments to pay; but on this prin
cipal of concession, why, of course, Canad" 
must suffer. i'low, to shew the working of 
the system, look at the effect of the rate of 
.",0 cents a head. Upper Canada will pay 
$1,540,000 to the General Government, and 
receive"back!i$l, I~O,OOO for the Local Govern
ment. ' That is, supposinl!; Upper Canada 
contributes two-thirds of the revenue of the 
united provinces. 'rhat has been admitted 
by one who now holds a high position in the 
Government. This is the fine scheme which 
my honorable friend from Sangeen laud~. 
Yon pay according to wealth, and the dif
ference against Upper Canada is 8-!~0,000, 
or in other words, Upper Canada pays 
81,5-!0,000 ont of one pocket and receives 
back '31,130,000 in the other. This is the 
working of the system which has been car· 
ried out, very much against the interests of 
not only Upper Canada but all Canada. The 
third concession is the amount to be paid to 
N ewf<mndland, as a set-off against her not 
being indebted. There may be, I admit, a 
,how of fairness in this, but the sum is a great 
deal too large. Canada will go on increasing, 
whereas from Newfonndland we can expect 
very little. Ttle fourth watter is that of the SI I 

cents a head, to which I have just allude.l, 
and I have shown the working of that, and 
it is decidedly against it. Then comes 
the 8113,000 a year to New Brnnswick. 
for ten years. I was very glad to hear 
my honorable friend from Saui!een (Hon. 
Mr .• \lACPIlEUSON) disapprove of that. I 
am glad to find him, so strong a supporter of 
this scheme, admit that that was wrong. I 
have made my calculation in an Upper 
Canada point of view. So long as the union 
was maintained, however, my voice was never 
raised by way of comparison. I desire to 
maintain that union. (Hear, hear.) But 

14 

now we are forced to take this scheme as it 
is, without any amendment in any particular. 
I only now wish to point ant that of the 
principal which this $63,000 represents, and 
which my honorable friend from Sangeen 
cannot endorse. Upper Canada will have to 
pay S:)67,000. 'l'hen $150,000 a-year to 
Newfoundland is a sixth coucession, made 
for worthless lands. This is equal to a capi. 
tal of three millions. The lands of the other 
provinces are well taken care of; bnt those 
in. Newfoundland, what are they worth? 
They arl' entirely valneless. ·When my hon
orable friend the Co:nmissioner of Crown 
Lands has all these lands to cootrol, I am 
sure he will have his hands full The lands 
of other provinces were worth retaining, and 
they were left nnder their own management; 
but as these happened to be good for nothing, 
they were put npon the General Govern
ment. Had they been good for anything, 
they wonld also have been reserved. 'rhere 
is another question. It is proposed to take 
the government railways of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia, and wake them provincial 
works. I snppose we shall be told that the 
canals of Canada are also taken, and made 
public works of the Confederation. But 
there is a very great difference between these. 
The railways had onl V an ex~stence of a few 
years, they wunld be worn ant soon, and 
must be kept up at the expense of the Con
federate Government. What advantage 
conld they be to the Confederate Govern
ment? What are our expenses now for 
public works? Have we not seen the tolls 
removed ou our canals, and will it not be a 
part of the policy ot' the Confederate Gov
ernment to remove the rates paid on these 
railways, and they will be kept np, as all 
pnblic works arc, at an enormous loss to the 
Government. ~ [lear, hear.) }Iy honorable 
friend from Nia,;ara the other day, I thought, 
on one point, was not quite correct in what 
he said in respect to Upper Canada. (Laugh
ter, and hear, hear.) From the ceusns of 
1861, I find that the cash-value of farms in 
Upper Canada was S~!15,162,ilI5, and in 
Lower Canada Slt;t\,-!c:~,5-!6, making a total 
of 8463,59-!,861. The live stock in Upper 
Canada was val ned at $53,227,516; in Lower 
Canada, S2-!,572,12-t Wheat, Upper Can
ada, S2-!,6-!1J,-!35; Lower Canada, $2,563,-
114. Other grains, Upper Canada, $38,-
123,340; Lower Canada, $23,53-!,703. Now, 
in timber, mineral wealth, manufactures and 
fisheries, Upper Canada is quite equal to 



Lower Canada and the Maritime Provinces. 
I believe that if Upper Canada could be left 
alon2, if it was not to be burthened and its 
back broken by these concessions, the whole 
of Oanada would b"come still more prosper
ous, provided we did not enter into any 
further useless and wasteful expenditure. 
Compare these resonrces with those of the 
Lower Provinces! The gallant Premier, 
the other day, stated something with respect 
to the wealth of those provinces-with res
pect to their mines and timber. But the 
timber must become exhausted, and conse
quently that country cannot grow richer; 
whilst in Canada, with a good productive 
soil and an industrious population, we must 
go on increasing in wealth. What is t.he 
value of the mines which we are to get? In 
Nova Scotia the royalty on coal is only $28,-
000, and the revenue derived from the gold 
fields, $20,000; and what else have we to 
obtain from these provinces? Why, in 
Nova Scotia they have no timber, and con
sequently their revenue cannot iucrease; 
whilst we in Canada must inevitably go on 
;,.nd grow in prosperity, because the ele
ments of our wealth are in the soil and 
climate. (Hear, hear.) 

HON. ;\IR. CAMPBELL-Surely my hon
orable friend does not pretend to say that 
Nova Scotia cannot increase. Why, in the 
last year it has doubled. 

HON. MR. SEYMOUR-What else have 
they besides their coal fields? It is not 
pretended that they have any timber. If 
you increase the tariff, you will increase the 
revenue; but it must not he exrected that 
the revenue can be doubled. They will 
lessen their consumption if you in crease the 
tariff. It is fallacious reasoning to say that 
when you double the tariff you double the 
revenue. 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-For the year 
1859, the revenue of Nova Scotia was 
$689,000, and it increased the next year to 
$1,249,000, and went on increasing, a!ld yet 
my honorable friend says that it cannot in
crease. 

HON. MR. SEYMOUR-I have not the 
statements which the honorable gentleman 
has quoted from, but the figures I have given 
are those of 186J. There arc excise duties, 
but I believe that the local duties will be 
paid to the local governments. The com
plaint which has been made by Upper Oanada 
has been, that although they contributed 
two-thirds or three-fourths of the revenue, 
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they did not possess a corresponding control 
of the legislation, ann that they did not re
ceive back in proportion to the amount they 
paid. "'ill this be remedied by this mea
sure? Draw a line east of 1\I0ntrr'ul, and do 
you no~ find the control of the legiHla~ure 
there. ID consequence of the concessIOns 
made to the Maritime Provinces? 

HON. MR. CAlI]PBELL-The balance 
will be restored when the Red River comes 
in. 

HON. MR. ~EYj\IOUR--I am afraid that 
no one here wi II live to see that country 
come in. I have liste~,ed with a good deal 
of att('utian to the speechc, of my honorable 
friends, and I have read the reports of the 
debates in thc other branch of the Legisla
ture, and the only argument I have heard 
brought forward in favor of this scheme, is 
that it will strengthen the cunnection with 
the M0ther Country. (Hear, hear.) Now, 
honorable gcntlemen, I yield to no one in 
saying that that conncction ought not to be 
broken. I say we are infinitely bettet here 
under the flag of Great Britain than under 
that of the United States. (Hear, hear.) 
But no reason is assigned; we are not told 
in what way the connection is to be strength
ened. Can you altar the geographical posi
tion of the country? Will you have any more 
people or means? Your revenue is not 
increased, nor is your population, lior is your 
geographieal,position altered .. Is it because 
the people of the Lower Provlllcl" are ready 
to expend a large sum for the ,Ie·fence of the 
country? Why, to show you what those 
provinces consider it necessary to do in this 
direction, I will read a short extract from a 
statement of the Financial Secretary of Nova 
Scotia:-

As regards the sum proposed to be granted for 
the militia-$20,OOO-honorable gentlemen might 
think it a large amount in the present state of the 
finances' but, looking at the large sum already 
expended, and still being expended in Canada-
the efforts being made in New Brunswick for a 
similar object-would it be creditable to us as 
Nova Scotians, particularly considering the (>11""1'ts 
put forth by the British Gove. nment to protect 
us, to expend a less sum. 

The large sum of S~O,OI'U was to be ex
pended, and that at a time when the expen· 
sive Militia Bill, to which 1 have alluded, was 
before this House. (Hear, hear.) Twenty 
thousand dollars was the sum that was pro
posed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia, :he 
next important colony to Canada, at a time 



when We were told here that we were in 
danger from our neighbors acro~s the line. 
But slnlething more was said by the Fin
ancial Secretary. 'fhe present Preruier was 
pressing to strike out this item and put 
$8,000 instead, and the Financial ':lecretary 
said: 

Under urdinary circumstances he would agree 
with the honorable memher as to striking out the 
$12,11110 extra .~rant for the militia; hut consider· 
ing the III rge SUIll about to he expended On this 
service by New Brnnswick, the enormous ex· 
penditure of the Home Government for our pro· 
tection, and what tlwy expl·cted of us, he con· 
sidered the :q'!Jl'I'\lriatiIJIl necessary. He would 
be ashamed .. 1' the <;""ernment if they had not 
proposed this vote, II lid he was prepared to stand 
or fall h,' it. a, he felt that the honor of the 
country ,~a~ at stake. 

'fhe honor of the country was at stake in 
this S:20,O()II. :'i ew Brunswick the same year 
spent $1 :,,(11)11. Now, Ioppc·sed the expen
sive Militia Bill submitted to this House; 
but then the Government had expended over 
half a ulillion dollars a year in mili tia ex
penses; :lnd I admit they are going on very 
properly now. (Hear, hear.) Then we 
havc been told that this Confederation 
scheme is c:;oillc; to raise the credit of the 
country. Sly honorable friend from Saug-een 
ventured the statement that on the intelli
gence of" the adoption of' these resolutions 
in the C'lllference reaching Englawl. funds 
rose fift..en to seveuteen per cent. .:-,'ow, 
does any honorable gentleman suppo,c for a 
momeut that that was the cause fur this rise. 
[A voicn-It was.] I have her(' from the 
files of the Londun Time." the quotations of 
Uanadiall Securities, and On the 7th of' 
Novembcr,-the date of His Excellency'S 
letter, conveying information of t.he adoption 
of" the scheme,--the inscriJ.,ed stuek was 86 
to 90. 

HON. "lR. l\lACPdERSO~-J stated a 
fact when 1 said that that rise took place in 
consequence of the ... ·.,()iutiuns. I would like 
my honorable friend to explain it in any 
other way. 

HON. MR. SEL\lOUR-We know that 
there are various causes which operat~ in 
raising or depressing stocks in England, 
the rate of interest of the Bank of England, 
&c. Well, on the 7t.h of November as I 
said, the quotation was 1)1; to 90, and I find 
that on the ~5th Noven:.ber, giving time for 
the news to reach Engla ... d, it was only 88 
to 93. Ami now, with a strong probability 
of the measure passing, what is the price? 
The last quotation is 81 to 83. 
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HON. MR, MACPHERSON -I suppose 
the honorable member knows the rer.son of 
this decline. Soon after what was done in 
the Conference was known in England, the 
St. Alban's raid took place, and the con
sequence of the eve.lts connected with that 
was a fall of 17 or ] 8 per cent. in our secu
rities. 

lION. JIR. SEY}~OUR.-In consequence 
of' the wise policy of the statesmen of Eng
land friendly relations had been maintained 
with on neighbours. It is true the pass
port system was put on, but it is to be removed 
ag:tin, and all things are to become as they 
were before, with the exception, perhaps, ~f 
the Reciprocity Treaty. Every man of 
busine~s kuows that that rise in stocks was 
not caused by anything connected with the 
Confederation scheme. Why should it? 
What is it that increases the value of sto·)ks 
and depreciates them? Is it not the confi
dence of capitalits who have invested in 
them, that the interest will be paid. But 
under this Confederation scheme will not 
our expenses be increased. This Intercolo
nial Railway must be built and kept up, and 
this mnst be at the cost of Canada. You 
have got your local governments to keep up, 
and you have got your Confederate Govern
ment to keep up, and if we look at the ex
perience of th'3 past, i, it likely there will 
be any reduction in the future? (Hear, 
hear.) I have got figures here to shew what 
the cost of the two governments was before the 
union of the provinces. The whole expense 
of the government of Lower Canada, with the 
salaries of officers, &c., was £57,618. In U p
per Canada we were as economical. We were 
then under the rule of the fam'ly compact, 
and a worse compact we might have. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) They were high-mind
ed, and they did not stoop to matters of cor
ruption, as others have done since. (Hear, 
hear.) The whole expenses of the two gov
nnments were only a little over £100,000 a 
year. What are they now? Some two years 
ago the expenses of the civil government 
alone, not ineluding the cost of the militia, 
were $3,000,000. Here, in a little more 
than twenty years, the expenses have in
creased seven-fold, notwithstanding that we 
have only one Government. Now, what are 
we to expect from the Confederate Govern. 
ment? Every honorable member knows 
that things must be made pleasant for every
body, and when you are forming a Confed
erate Government, these expenses must be 
continued. You cannot turn people adrift, 
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and you must either employ or pension them. 
Are we to suppose that because there is a 
Federation, these expenses will be lessened? 
I admit that in the I,ower Provinces they 
have managed their affairs with less expense 
than we have. But now wc will have the 
local governments to pay for. 'Ve will 
have another staff to keep up for each pro
vince, which will add very materially to our 
expenses. The money mmt come out ofthc 
pockets of the people, who will have to pay 
it either by direct or indirect taxation. 
What possible difference can it make to the 
people of this country, whether they pay it 
direotly by taxation or in uuties. Direct 
taxation must be imposed, and that to a largc 
extent, by the local governments. 

It being six o'clock, the SPEAKER left the 
Chair. 

After the dinner recess,-
Ho:<. 1\IR. SELUOUR, continuing his 

remarks,said-.J think, honorable gentlemen, 
that, taking into consideration the vast im
portance of this scheme-its importance in a 
financial point of view alone, without saying 
one word about the principle of changing the 
constitution withont consulting the people
there should be an appeal to the country 
before it is carried iuto effect. A point 
which I did not enter fully into before the 
recess was the argument that Confederation 
would strengthen the connection with the 
Mother Country. Now, do we not see all the 
financial reformers in England, with the 
Tim~s and other infbential organs of the 
press, which on financi~l grounds were desir
ous of separating the colonies from the present 
state, all advocating this measure in the 
warmest possible manner? Undoubtedly the 
imperial government will sanction the scheme, 
but it is the policy now of that Government 
to sanction anything of a local character that 
the colonies desire. W clI, in addition to the 
the press that is favorable to the separation 
of the colonies from the l\J othcr Country, and 
financial reformers like GOLDWIN SMITH 
and others who have favored the same views, 
what was stated a short time ago by the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to his constituents?" In speaking of this 
scheme, he said it was favored by the Imperial 
Government for the purpose of preparing us 
for a change in our relations; for the pur
pose of educating us to defend ourselves. 
(Hear, hear.) Was it not very strong lan
gnage, coming as it did from no less a per
sonage than the Under Secretary for the 
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Colonie~, that the Imperial Government is 
ready to favor a separation whenever we 
asked for it r (Hear, hear.) Now, I am 
not one o~ those honorable "'cntlemen who 
wish to see the day arrive wh~n the colonies 
will ask for snch scparation. I am not one 
of those who wish to educate the people to 
that idea, but would rather impress upon 
them the paramount importance of endea
voring to maintain the union and connection 
with the Mother Country. (Ileal', hear.) 

HON .. 'IIt. DElmAUJEU-What is the 
opinion of the foreign press with re"ard to 
us? Has it not threatened us, so tl~at it is 
our duty to be prepared? 

HON. ~IR. SEYlIIOUR-I suppose my 
honorable friend alludcs to the press of the 
neighboring republic. We have certainly 
seen some of those newspapers, but very few 
of them threatening to invade and overrum 
us, but have yon heard anything of that kind 
from the Government of the country, and 
arc not our relations with it of the most 
friendly character? Are you to be govemed 
in your condnct by the rash utterances of a 
few newspapers,-perhaps scnsation news-
papers? . 

HON. lIIlt. i\lACPHBltSON-IIas not 
1\1r. SEWARD threatened us ? 

HON. MR. SBY~iOUR-~"t since he 
entered the Government. (Hear, hear, and 
laughter.) 

HON. lIIR. CAMPBELL-Yes, jnst be
fore the In<t presidental election. 

HO:-l. "IR. SEY3IOUR-WelI, that is a 
matter of very little importance. (LaugIiter.) 
Now, honorable gentlemen, I have shown 
that this scheme has no precedent, eTen on 
the other side of the line. Among all the 
wild republican theories of onr neighbors, 
they have never proposed to change the 
Constitution in this manner-never changed 
it, at all events, without the consent of the 
people, obtained in some form or other. 
Reference has been made, I think, by my 
honorable friend in front (Hon. 1\lr. Ross) 
to the uuion of England and Ireland. Well, 
every hOliorable member knows the means 
employed to bring about that union. MAY, 
in his Constitutional History, states that 
£1,500,000 sterling were spent in carrying 
it. Bnt how was the rcpresentation dealt 
with in thas ease? Did England, being the 
richer country, possessing the largest share 
of wealth and capital, give a preponderance 
of the renresentation to Ireland, as we pro
pose to give to the Lowcr Provinces? 
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RON. MIt. ROSS-That was a legislative 
union, while in this the representation will 
be based on population. 

HON. MR. SEYMOUR-That does not 
affect the casco After the Irish union was 
effected, what was thc representation of Ire
land in the House of Commons? It was 
100 members in a total number of 656; and 
in the House of Lords ~s Peers, in a House 
of 450 members. And although it was con
sidercd by England an absolute IIcccssity 
that the uuion Ehould be brought about, she 
did not give a preponderance, and scarcely a 
thir share, of the representation to the sister 
kingdom. 

lION. MR. nOSS-That is becam:e in the 
English Parliament they do not recognize 
the principle of representation by population. 

HON. IIlR. SEYMOUR-lIIyhon. friends 
will say that this proposed change is neither 
American nor Engli~h. 

SEVEHAL llON. l\IElIIBERS- ft is 
Canadian. (Heal', hear.) 

BON. ~llt. SJ£Y.'JIOUR--No, it is neither 
one nor the other; it is a mongrel Constitu
tion. (Laughter.) In England no import
ant change in the laws is evcr carried with
out being discussed in Parliament, session 
after session, followed by au appeal to the 
people upon it. Even so unimportant a 
change-or what would, in comparison with 
this scheme, be here regarded as so unim
portant a changc-as the cxtensiJn of the 
tranchise has been discussed in Parliament 
for yeurs, and Bubmitted to th," people before 
passing into law. Now, I would like to en
quire of honorable gentlemen, what are the 
legitimate functions of the Legislature of this 
country. Do wc not assemble here for thc 
purpose of enacting good and wholesome 
laws for the people? (Hear, hear.) Those 
laws may be repealed, if they chance not to 
maet public approval; but here yc u proposc 
to change the Constitution-to change the 
whole frabric of society-in fact to revolu
tionize society, without asking the consent 
of the people, and without the possibility
at any rate, the reasonable possibility-of 
this important change ever bein'" reconsid
ered. Does not this important subject affect 
every freeholder in the country as much as 
it affects us, and arc there not thousands of 
peop!e in the country who have as great an 
interest in it as the mell:bl?rs of the Ex~cu
tive Council of Canada? And yet forsooth 
these geotl.omen preparll a schemc, b"ing it 
down t.o thIS House, and tel! the repr'3senta. 

tives of the people that they are not at liberty 
to ascertain the wi~heB of the people respect
ing it, nor to alter it in any manner, but 
must take it as it is. Still we are told, not
withstanding all this, that this i~ freedom, 
and that we are a free people. 

HON. MR. CAl\1PBELL- You are at 
liberty either to accept or reject it. (Hear, 
hear.) 

HON. MR. SEYMOUR-Well, that is all 
very well, but we arc told we mnst accept 
the schcmc as it is; and all the influence 
that the Government can usc-which I fear 
will be successfully used-(hear, hear)-will 
be employed to carry it through without the 
people having an opportunity of saying yea 
or Day upon it. \V c are told it is not Brit· 
ish to permit this-even to pass a short act 
allowing the pcople to votc upon it; but if 
this is not British, neither is the proposi. 
tion itself. (Ileal', hear.) I entreat hon
orable members not to pass a measure of 
this importance without delaying it some 
little time, tit all events, for thc purpose of 
obtainil1g an expression of public opinion 
upon it. The people who are to be governed 
by it, who are for all time to come to live 
under this Constitution, certainly have a 
right to be consulted before it is consum
mated; and for the special well-being of 
the country, I hope aud trust it will not pass 
without affordillo them that opportunity. 
(Hear, hear.) 

--0--
TrruRSDAY, February 16, 1·%:J. 

HON. 1I1R. SIMPSON said-I think it 
was said by a wise man that there is nothill'" 
new under the sun. llut had SOLO'.'IJ~ 
the schcme now before the House presented 
to him, he would probably have changed hiH 
opinion. Possibly nothing new can be said 
o.n the subject of representation by popah
tlOn, or even on the scheme now before the 
House; but representing, as I do, one of the 
largest and wealthiest constituencies in 
Upp:rCanada, I think it necessary for me 
to give my reasons for the position I havc 
felt it Illy duty to take in reference thereto. 
It has been stated that the elections which 
have lately taken place have gone in favor 
of tbe Government; but, even if such were 
the. case, how could it po,sibly be otherwise, 
see.mg !hat Dl~n of all .hades of politics have 
ulllted m formm)!; a happy family. We have 
seen those who have been for almost a life_ 
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time antagonistic to each other opening their 
arms, as was so well and eloquently depict,cd 
the other evening by the honorable member 
from Montreal (Hon. Mr. FERRIER), and 
embracing each other; and we have been 
led to irr:agine that the millenium, so long 
predicted and anxiously looked for, has, 
so far as Canada is concerned at all events, 
at length arrived. (Laughter.) Wl' are to 
have no more discord and no more strife, but 
are henceforth to live in harmony thc one 
with the other. It has been asserted that 
in regard to myself lowe my return without, 
opposition to the fact that I avowed myself 
in favor of the Confederation of the pro
vinces on the basis submitted. This is not 
correct. I held no meetings; I made no 
speeches; and in no instancc was I asked 
what were my views in regard to the scheme; 
and, if honorable gentlemen will p(;rmit me, 
I will read a portion of my short address to 
the electors. It is as follows ;-

You will ren.souably expect me to give my 
views ou the important constitutiollal chan:;cs 
that are now contemplated. ::{,) one at. all ac
quainted with the effects produced upo~ our I.egis
gislation and on the general prosperIty 01 the 
conntry, by the unhappy sectional difficulties 
existing between Upper and Lower Canada, but 
must have felt that some remedy should be found 
for those evils. Whether the very able gentle
men who have so straugely united to soh-e a.nd 
remove these difficnlties will be able to accomplIsh 
their praiseworthy task, time alone can tell. We 
need the details before being able to prononnce 
an opinion; but heartily (aud I hope in common 
with every well-wisher of their country) I most 
earnestly pray that they may succeed. 

It will be seen that here I simply state 
that the gentlemen whD had so strangely 
CDme together would be entitled to the thanks 
of the country if they were able to agree 
upon a scheme which would solve the ad
mitted difficulties between Upper and Lower 
Canada. But as I have read from my 
address, so I still maintain that, before we 
can be expected to express an in telligen t 
opinion, we ought not simply tD have half a 
scheme, but tho details of the Bcheme in its 
entirety. If we refe; tD the election in 
North Ontario, where the Honorable Pro
vincial Secretary had been the representative, 
and who returned for re-election after acct'pt
ing office in the present Government, we 
find that he was defeated by a gentlemln 
(Mr. M. C. CAMERON) who is known to be 
an opponent to the project. .And if we ta~e 
the more recent election wInch occurred iD 

South Ontario, we find the contest between 

two gentlemen, both personal friends of my 
own, and both of whDm were favorable to 
the principle, but who pledged themselves 
that befort3 it became an aecomI.!ished fact, 
it shDuld, SD far as their vote would extend, 
be submitted for the approval of the people. 
And I would be greatly deceived if the gen
tleman who has now the honDr to represent 
that riding in the other branch Df the Legis
lature (Mr. GIBBS) sh111 be found support
ing the scheme unless that course be first 
taken. We need the detail3 before it is 
possible that we can pfClnounce upon the 
scheme and consider it, on its merits. 

HON. ]\fRo ROSS-You have the details. 
HON. MR. SIMPSON-Th@ details are 

unfortunately the very things that are want
ing-they are the marrow of the whole 
affair. (Hear, hear.) When the agitation 
for representation by population was first 
started in Upper Canada, I stated that I had 
no confidence in it as a cure for the evils 
we complained of, and I then, and have 
ever since, felt that it woulrl be better 
for the two provinces to separate than 
to create sectional jealousies and strife by 
the demand for an increased representation, 
and the reli:,;ious cries associated with it. 
Fur my part; I have never, like some honor
able gentlemen of this Hou,e, attended and 
presided Dver that kind of political organi
zations known as convent.ions, not believing 
these t.o be the proper means of redressing 
the !!rievances under which the country 
labored. The effect of those conventions 
was to add fuel to the agitation which was 
already sundering the country. That such 
should be the result I deeply reg;ret, inasmuch 
as some of the dearest friends I have in the 
world are not only Lower Canadians, but 
adherents of a different faith. The fruit 
of this sectional h03tility and discord we now 
see in the demand which has sprung up for 
Federation with all its concomitant burdens. 
I can lay no blame to my conscience for 
having assisted to bring about so unnatural 
a state of things, and whatever ma.y be the 
consequences of' the new condition of politi
cal existence towards which we arc appa
rently drifting, my skirts, I rejoice to say, 
are clear for I have had no hand or part In 

it. W e ~re told that if this schema is car
ried out Upper Canada will be entitled to the 
great advantage of having in the House of 
CommDns of the Federal Government 17 
additional members. But what real adv~n
tage is this to be tothe cDuntry? Do we deSIre 
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17 additional members for the pnrpose of 
crnshing Lower Canada-i" that what is 
meant? I answer, no. Bnt even supposing we 
have 17 additional members-supposing re
presentatiou by popnlation is conceded in the 
new order of things-what will be the gain 
to Upper Canada? Will these 17 new 
members cure the e\ils of which we 
complain 't Will they be able to reduce the 
excessive expenditures under which we are 
now laboring, and which have been onc of 
the causes of the agitation fur constitutional 
changes? I do not believe a word of it. 
Supposing l' ppcr l'aualla has a larger repre
sentation by that numbcr than Lower 
Canada, you must remember that Lower 
Canada, with the :Eastcrn Provinces, is en
titled to 11:3 members; so that Upper 
Canada would still be in a large minority of 
the whole 11ou.';e. My honorable friend the 
member for Niagara (lIuu. i,lr. CURInE) has 
brought before the lluu.-c a number ofvalu
able stati;;ties bearing on this question, and 
I must say I deeply regrct the members 
of the Government ~iltiug in this Chamber 
have not attempted to refute them. If 
thcsc fignres werc wrong, they were easily 
susceptible of being so proved, especially 
by so ·able a gent!eu:au as the lIonorable 
ComltJissioner uf Crowu Land,. But he has 
not attempted th,: tUbk, inasmuch as he 
knows it would be a hoplei;s one. I hold in 
my hanJ" a 8tatemcut furni;hed by the 
Auditor Cencral to the ~Iinistcr of Finance, 
from Irhich it appears that our debt amounts 
to :37[1,C"S,UUU, and dcducting :,inking fund 
and bankers' balancc~, $7,1;;2,000, leaving 
a balance of $G8,4JIi,OOO as the actull debt 
of ('u!lad", to be hOflle by the people of this 
province under any scheme that can be con
cocted. If we assume that the cost of the 
Intcruatiuual Hailway will be $20,000,000 
-and from the experiLncc afforded by the 
Ur;'.llli Trunk there is too much reasan to 
fear it will he double that amount-the pro
portion which Upper Canada would have to 
bear would be :::<15,000,000, and this added 
to the already existiug debt, would make our 
direct debt St<3,HG,OUO. 'l'his increase in 
our d~ JJt will be oue of the ii'uits of Con
federation. But it may be said that the road 
will yield a revenue, though every member 
of the House who knows llnythillg of rail
Voay statistics, and the character of the coun
try to be travcr:;ed by the International Rail
way, must know that this is impos~ible. 
1\1y honorable friend from Toronto (Hon. 
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1\11'. Ross) when he issued his flaming pro
spectus to the capitalists of England fondly 
hoped that the Grand Trunk would pay lU 
per cent_ on the investment. But we know 
how these expectations have been disap
pointed by the actual result, and so far from 
there being grounds to hope that the Inter
colonial Railway will occupy a better position, 
there is too much reason to fear that it will 
be still worse. Why, the cost of its main
tenance could hardly be less than $500,000 
per annum beyond all its receipts. How 
then could such It work be considered to be 
of benefit to the country? 

HON. 1\1R. ROSS-In the same way as the 
canals-by cheapening the cost of transport
ation. 

HON.lIJR; SIMPSON-This is impossible. 
It costs two cents per ton per mile to move 
freight by rail, and as the distance from To
ronto to Halifax is 1168 miles, it would cost 
:;;~.~J per barrel to move flour from Toronto 
to that port; while a barrel of flour can now 
be sent via the St .. Lawrence at 50 cents or 
under, and viti, N ew York at 53 cents. Tak
ing another view of the scheme, in its finan
cial aspect, we find that Canada now eon
tribntes, in all f ·rms., to the support of the 
General Government, over $10,000,000 per 
annum. X 0 one will say that we shall be 
called upon to contribute less under Confed
eration. And if we add to this sum the in
terest, at five per c~ut., on the additional debt 
of 815,000,OUO created by the proposed rail. 
way and the expense of two local govern
ments, assuming them to cost 81,000,000 
each, which is below the mark, with $1,000,-
000 to be expended annually on the militia, 
as well as our ,hure of maintaining and run
ning the railway, we will find that the people 
of the two Canadaswill be called upon to 
contribute 814,:300,000 annually, instead of 
the 310,000,000, as at present. And I wouhl . 
ask honorable gentlemen if the country is in 
a position to bear this additional bU:-rden ? 
(Hear, hear.) Really, looking at the ques
tion of expense, I am not sure whether I 
would not be in favor of returninO' to the 
primitive system of administering the affairs 
of the country-in preference to having this 
scheme-by a Goyernor in Council. (Laugh
ter.) For there IS no question that our an
nual expenditure will be, under Confedera
tion, at least many millions more than at 
pres(nt, with the cost added thereto of main
taining and l"Unning the Intercolonial Rail
waY-R work which can never pay. 



~1 

HON. MR. FERRIER-It was predicted 
whet: it was proposed to build the Riviere 
du Loup section of the Grand Trunk that it 
wO!lld never pay, but the fact is that for the 
last two years it has not only paid expenses, 
but has given a profit. 

HON. MR. SI:.\IPSON-I should not con
tradict the honorable gentleman, because he 
knows more about Grand Trunk matters 
than I do, or most other people; but my late 
respected friend, Mr. FREER, who was the 
lessee of that section during two or three 
years, told me that, while ~ceiving a subsidy 
of $18,000 per annum for running it, with 
the free UEe of four engines, and with a 
suitable equipment of rolling stock, it would 
have ruined him had he continued to work 
the line even on those apparently favorable 
terms. 

HON. MR. FERRIER-It is perhaps use
less for me to say anything more, as the hon
orable gentleman will not believe what I say, 
-(Han. Mr. SUIPsoN-IIear, hear)-but 
all I can state is, that a premium was offered 
for the lease of the liue, but the company 
determined to take possession of it. 

RON. MR. Snlp~ON-But the real ques
tion is, what was the cost of original con
struction, the intere,t on that amount, and 
th" cost of maintenunce? Take these charges 
into account, and it would require a pretty 
large rental to cover them, much larger, 1 
think, than any responsible person would 
offer for a lease of the line. As to the In
tercolonial Railway, we have no information 
from the government respecting the route 
to be followed or the length or cost of the 
road; but from figures I have been able to 
obtain, the following may be taken to be 
nearly correct :-

lI1iles To be 
built. built. 

From Halifax to Truro. ___ . . . . .. G5 
Trur;) to Shcdiac ........ " .. ~o 
Shediac to St. J oh" ....... lOS 
St. John to St. Andrews 

(under contract)........ /.J 

St. Andrews to Woodstock.. 50 
Woodstock to Rivicr du Loup .. 160 

223 32.; 

The total length of road from Hivicre du 
Loup is 548 miles; add from Riviere du 
Loup to Quebec, 12U miles; Quebec to Mont
real, 170 miles; Montreal to Toronto, about 
330 miles; Stl that we have a total of 1,lG8 
miles over fhich it ,is gravely proposed. to 
send flour and other heavy produce dUfing 

the winter months. (Hear, hear.) As has 
been already stated, before a barrel of flour 
could reach Halifax from Toronto it would 
be nearly eaten up in expenses. [An honor
able member-l'here would be nothin<>" 
left but the hoops. (Laughter).] It ha~ 
been urged that under Confederation an 
active trade would spring up between Canada 
and the Maritime Provinces. A trade in 
what? ·What have we to send them ex
cepting flour and the coarser grains? The 
former, as has been shown, cannot be sent, 
and the latter they do not require. The 
principal articles of export from the Lower 
.Provinces are fish, timber and ships. We 
can take a moderate quantity of fish; but 
our forests supply us with an abundance of 
timber, and the ship yards of Quebec turn 
out some of the finest sailing ships in the 
world. The true markets for the principal 
staples of export for these provinces are 
New York and Bostou. Small vessels from 
thirty to fifty tons, laden with fish, run from 
the lIIaritime Provinces to these ports, 
where they dispose of their cargoes and 
purchase with the proceeds corn meal, flour, 
pork, molasses and other necessaries. But 
it has been left for Jur Canadian statesmen 
to propose new political alliances in order 
to divert trade and commerce froOl their 
natural channels. It is yet further said in 
favor of Confederation that it will increase 
our powcr of defence. In the ordinary ac
ceptance of the term, union undoubtedly is 
strength; but there are cases in w hie h 
union, instead of being a source of Etrength, 
is in reality an element of weakness. If we 
could attach the territory possessed by the 
moon to these provinces, and obtain the aE
sistance for our joint defence of the man 
who is popularly suppo.<ed to inhabit that 
luminary, we might derive strength fr0111 
the Confederation. (Laughter.) But al
though John Bull is accused. of doing many 
foolish things, I urn persl<aded that the 
Mother Country is far too wi~e to entrust 
the lives of her valuable soldiers when sent 
to our defence-as in case of need I feel 
well assured they would be-in pasging over 
a road so liable to attack and Sll easy of 
destruction by our neighbors on the other 
side should we unfortunately ever become 
inv~lved with them in war, whieh I sincerely 
pray may never occur. (Hear, hear.) In 
conclusion I have simply to say that I can Dot 
possibly vote for the scheme before the 
House, and thereby deprive the wealthy and 



intelligent freemen, who have twioe elected 
me unanimously, of a constitution ohtained 
by long years of struggle, without knowing 
what we have to offer them in it~ stead. 
«(Jheer~.) 

--0--

FRIJ>AY, February 17, 18G5. 
HON. l\IR. CUltlUE said-llon. gentle

men, with the consent of my hon. friend 
opposite (Hon. !\Ir. DICE.SO"') who is en
titled to the floor, in consequence of having 
moved tho adjournment of thc debate, I 
riRe for the purpose of proposing the resoln
tion which lor some IC:lgth of time has been 
bcfore the House, on the notice-paper. It is 
one which, I think, should commend itself 
to the good scn,o and impartial judgment 
of the members of this Honorable House; 
and I shall be surprised if it shall meet any 
degree of opposition from the hon. gen tle
men representing the Government in this 
branch of the Legisbturc. (Ileal', hear.) 
The resolution is a~ follows :-

That upon a matter of such ~reat importance 
:IS the purposedl'ulIi"',/"ration of ibis and certam 
other British colonies, this J["lI'C is unwilling to 
assume the responsibility of assenting to a mea
:->Uf{' inyoh·in.~ so luan)' important considerations, 
withont fl1rthe1' manitcstation of the uuhlie will 
thau has yet heen declared. • 

It is not aimed at eith,·\' the destruction 
or the defeat "I the resolutions before the 
!louse. It simply "sks for delay until such 
time as the people of the country can more 
fally cxpref:s their ";0,,-.3 (In the matter, tlwn 
they han hithcrtu had an oJlportuncty of 
doing. !fon. gcntkmcn, I stated, whcn I 
first addres,,,,l tlti.s ('h::mber in rcf'erencc to 
the proposed address, that I was not opposed 
to the Confederation of the British Pro
vinces in itself, but that I was opposed to 
many of the details clui>raeetl in the' reso
lutions upon which tllis House is asked to 
found an Address to IIer Majesty the 
Quecn. Th" hon. gentleman (lIon. Mr. noss) 
who followed mc upon that occasion, stated 
among other thinf's, that I had attempted 
to decry the Lower Provinces, and t.hat I 
had attempted also to decry the credit of 
Canada. I appeal to hon. members present, 
who werc good enough to listen to me on that 
occasion, to point out a single word which I 
sail, reflectiug upon the credit of the people 
of t.he eastern. provinces. Instead of havinO' 
said anything to their discredit, I thought 

I had paid them a very high compliment. 
So far from reflecting upon the character of 
the public men of those provinces, I alluded 
to but one of them by name, the Hon. Mr. 
TILLEY, and I paid him the compliment, 
which he fnIly merits, of stating that he 
must be ranked among the leading and mOBt 
prominent of British American Rtatemen. 
(Heal', hear.) As to my decrying the credit 
of Canada-if, to tell the truth-if; to speak 
the honest convictions of one's mind-if, to 
state to the world what the Public Acconnts 
of our country tell- us-if this be to decry 
the credit of our country-then I am guilty 
of the charge. But the hon. gentleman went 
on awl told us, that my speech was so illo
gical that it was unworthy of notice. 

HON. !\IR. ROSS-I did not say that. 
HON. MR. CURRIE-The hon. gentle

man said what amounted to that. And yet 
to my astonishment he found it necessary to 
reply to me in a speech four columns in 
Icngth-a speech, however, in which he 
failed to controvert a single position which 
I had the honor to take on that occasion. 
Then I wa9 charged with having attacked 
statements of fact made by our public men. 

IION. MIt. RUSS-Hear! hear! 
lION .• \IIt. CURRIE-The hun. gentle

man from Toronto says "Hear, IL"u·." But 
I ask, is it not the duty of hou. "cu
tiemen, standing on the floor of thi, 
House, to correct misstatements which havc 
been sent to the country? 'Vas I doin" 
anything more than my duty, when, i~ 
my humble way, I endeavored to correct 
what, if not misstatements, were at least 
evidently incorrect statements? 'Va have 
had too lllnch of that kind of thing in this 
country. And since my hon. friend from 
Toronto (Hon. :'Ill'. Ross) has chosen to 
rcmind 1I!e of it, I must say that I think it 
is much to be regretted that certain ~tate
ment~ havc been made in this country, and 
s"nt from this country, which, instead of 
helping to build up our credit, have done 
much to injure it. (IIear, hear.) Perhaps 
~ cou!d not allude to anything more forcibly 
III POlllt, than the flaming prospectus sent to 
the world under the auspices of my hon. 
friend from 'roronto, in which he promised 
the confiding capitalists of Enn-land a 
di;ideGd of l.t! per cent. on the st~ck they 
mIght subscnbe to the Grand Trunk Rail
way. 

HON. MR. ROSS-Was it not IH? 
(Laughter. ) 



HON. MR. CURRIE-No; be was not so 
modest as to put it at 1 U. (Laughter.) It 
was 1H per cent. I was charged witb 
attacking tbe statements of the Hon. Mr. 
TILLEY. I stated, when last addressing the 
House, that Hon. Mr. TILLEY informed a 
public meeting-I think in St. J obn, New 
Brunswick-tbat the tariff of Canada was in 
fact an 11 per cent. tariff, and my hon. friend 
from Toronto said that Hon. Mr. TILLEY was 
correel in making tbat statement. 

HON. MR. ROSS-What I said was that 
tbe average duty on thc wbole import~ oftbe 
country, including the free goods, was 11 
per cent. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-Then I must say 
tbat that is a very novel way of arrivin cr at 
tbe tariff of a country-to take all tbe duti
able goods, to add to tbem all the free goods, 
and tben to average the duty on the whole. 
It may be a very convenient, but it is not a 
correct or honest mode in my opinion. 

HON. lIIR. ROSS-It is precisely wbat 
Hon. Mr. TILLEY did; and I did it in tbe 
same way. 

HON. MR. CUR.RIE-IIIy bon. friend 
told us that our preseut able and taleuted 
Finance Minister bad stated the tariff of 
our country to be an 11 per cent tariff. I 
asked my bon. friend when the Finance 
Minister stated that? 

HON. MR. ROSS-I said tbat, taking 
tbe statements Hon. lIlr. GALT bad fur
nished with reference to the tariff of customs 
duties, and the amount of imports of dutiable 
and free goods, and finding the average of 
the whole to be 11 percent.,Hon.IIIr. TILLEY 
had made a statement based on Hon. Mr. 
GALT'S own figure3. 

HON. MR. CURRIE--I find tbe report 
makes my hon. friend say, that " The Hon. 
~Ir. TILLEY had quoted the figures of our 
own Minister of Finance." He was wrong 
in that statement, because Hon. Mr. 'l'ILLEY, 
on the occa~ion I referred to, had quoted the 
figures furnished by the Comptroller of New 
Brunswick. 

HON. MR. ROSS--'l'he Comptroller of 
New Brunswick couU not furnish the figures 
of the trade of Cana~a. 

HaN. MR. CURRIE-Surely my hon. 
friend will remember, that, to give official force 
to the statement of Hon. 1\1r. 'l'ILLEY, he said 
that, after the Comptroller of the province 
had reviewed our tariff, he came to the con
clusio!1 that it was but an 11 per cent. tariff. 
I quote from the report :-
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Hon: ¥r. TILLE~ had quoted the figures of our 
own Mlllister of Fmance, and the hon. membe! 
had represented' him as not speakin" the truth 
but as, in effect,lattemptillg' to deceive those whOl~ 
he addressed. i 

HON. MR. CURRIE begged to know when 
the Finance lIIinister of Canada had stated 
the avcrage duties collected in Canada were 
11 per cent. When he (IIon.Mr. Ross) ue
sired to be no longer interrupted I ceased to 
interrupt him, and he did n1t' ""ive me an 
answer to: the question. But, if the hon. 
member from Toronto will turn to the cele
brated speech of the ",Iiui"("r of Finance 
made only the other day at ~herbrooke, he 
will find that IIOIl. Mr. GALT puts the Canada 
tariff at 20 per cent. 

HON. MR. ROSS - Dut he did not ill
cluded the free goods; that is all. 

Ho:\. !'IR. CURHIl~ - No; he did not 
include the free goods. But I say that if 
he had taken the value of dutiable goods, as 
we find it given iu the Trade Iteturns of 
1863 - the last complete returns fur a year 
that we have - instead aniving at the con
clnsion that we had a tariff "f only ~O per 
cent., he would have found that the actual 
duty on the dutiable goods imported in I ~Ii:; 
was ~:n per cent. (liear, hear.) Then my 
hon. friend from Toronto came to the u"i.'
tance of ",Ir. LYNCH of Halifax. And, not 
stopping tbere, he undertook the defence of 
the present President of the CouDcil (lIon. 
.Mr. BROWN) and the Pruvincial Secretary 
(Han. Mr. lIICDOUGALL.) I:confess I was a 
little amused, and somewhat surprised to 
find my hon. friend from Toronto becoming 
the apologist and champion of those hon. 
gentlemen, who, I believe, are :perfectly 
competent on all occasions to take care of 
themselves - even without the assistance of 
my hon. friend. (Hear, hcar.) He next 
alluded to the propriety and necessity
when the people of Canada were on the point 
of formin" a partnership with the other pro
vinces - ~f our knowing what the assets of 
those provinces were-what stock they were 
bringing into the common concern. I had 
shewed that we had a great many valuable 
pnblic works - some of them of a profitable 
character. .My hon. friend told us that the 
Lower Proviuces too were cngaging in profit
able works. He told us that New Brunswick 
had spent eight millions of dollars on rail
ways, and Nova Scotia six: millions -:- and 
that from those railways those provlDces 
were getting a net revenue of S140,000, or 
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8711,UUI) a year each, wllich would go into 
the revenue of ihe General Governement. 
Well hon. gentlemen, when such statements 
are ~ade on the floor of this House, they of 
course ""0 abroad, and those who make theUl 
ought t~ be well satisfied that they arc based. 
on relial)le facts. 

liON. MI. ROSS-So they were. 
Hml'. MR. CURRIE- Well, I was very 

much ~truck by the hon. gentlemen'~ state
ment. I was surprised to find it stated, in 
the first place, that those provinces had 
already spent so much on rail.ways, a~d, in 
the next place, that those raIlways III the 
eastern provinces were so much more pro
fitable and paid so much better than the 
railways in Canada. Now, I fiud, on looking 
at the Public Accounts of those provinces 
-the very latest available - that the New 
Brunswick railways c05t S,*,275,000, and 
that the Nova Scotia railways cost 8-!,6!)G,
~:":S-that the New Brun£wick railways in 
1~6:3 paid $21,711 net, and the Xova Scotia 
railways, $-!0,739-making together, instead 
of' S140,000 for the two provinces, as stated 
by my hon. friend from Toronto, the small 
sum of 136:3,,*50. And this too, hon. gentle
men will bear in mind, was from new rail
ways, or railways comparatively new - and 
they will find, if they take the trouble to 
examine the accounts, that the cost of the 
repairs of those railroads, as of every other 
railroad after it has become somewhat worn, 
is increasing year by year. 

HON. l\'lR. ROSS-The House will recol
lect that I took the figures which were 
prompted to me while speaking. 

HON. MR. CURlUE - That is the 
miEtake which, I fear, has been committed 
during the whole of this discussion. (Hear, 
hear.) Our public Ulen have been too 
reckless in makin~ statements-statements 
in the cast, as to the prosperity of Canada; 
and statements in the west, as to the wealth, 
property and resources of those eastern 
provinces. Now, hon. gentlemen. let us 
look at our public works, which my hon. 
friend in a measuro tried to be·little and 
decry. 

HON. llIR. ROSS- I did not be·little 
them; I said that indirectly they were of 
of great value to the country. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-Yes; and directly 
too. I find, by the Public Accounts of the 
province, that in 1863 the net revenue of 
our public works-all of which are going 
to the Confederate Government-yielded to 

this province a net revenue of $303,187-
and that onr public works cost this pro· 
vince, taking the amount set down in the 
statements of affairs of the province, $25,-
931,168. So much for the stock-so far as 
the public works at all events are con
cerned-that this province is prepared to 
put into the partnership with the other 
provinces. (Hear, hear.) I shall refer no 
further to the remarks made by my hon. 
friend from Toronto in answer to the few 
words I addressed to the HO'lse the other 
day, beyoud expressing Uly regret that my" 
hon. friend should not merely have been 
dissatisfied with the statements I made, but 
that he should have called upon me to take 
exception to the style and the manner in 
which my remarks were submitted to the 
Honorable House. 

HON. MR. IWSS-I said, the temper 
and tone. 

HON. l\IR. CURRIE-From the atten· 
tion you were kind enough to give me, hon. 
gentlemen, on that occasion, and from the 
way in which my remarks were received 
both by my political opponents and my 
political friends, I had hoped that I had not 
exceeded the bounds of propriety-that, 
neither in my temper nor in my tone had I 
violated the rules of this House. If I did 
so I regret it, and I may be al!owed to 
express the hope that when my native laud 
has paid one-fourth as Uluch for my pol i
tical education as it has paid for that of my 
hon. fi-iend from Toronto-if my manners 
still fail to be teose of a CHESTERFIELD, or 
my eloquence that of a PITT-I shall at all 
events be able to treat my fellow members 
with courtesy and propriety. (Hear, hear.) 
But, leaving these little matters to take care 
of themselves, I shall now allude to the 
strong pressure which seems, from some 
source or other, to be urging the represen
tatives of the people of' Canada, and the 
people themselves, to adopt this important 
scheme without that time for deliberate 
consideration which a matter of that kind 
is entitled to. I am satisfied that that 
pressure does not come from the people 
themselves. I am satisfied it does not come 
either from this or from the other branch 
of the Legislature. I entertain the fear 
which has been expressed before, that it 
has been a pressure from without which 
has. been urgin~ us to take this ;tep too 
rapIdly, I fear, tor our country's good. It 
may be that the statesmen of Great Britain, 



and that a great portion of the people of 
Great Britain are very anxions for this 
measure, and that the press of that country 
generally approves of it. Bnt, whcn they 
rightly understand it-when parties holdin", 
anI' provincial securities know that Con~ 
federation mAans more debt" more taxation, 
and a worse public credit-we will have 
another cry coming from across the Atlan tic. 
And when British mannfacturers know that 
Confederation Illeans a higher tariff on 
British goods, we shall have different views 
from them also, crossing the Atlantic. (Hear, 
hear.) lIon. gentlemen, when I left my 
constituency, I had littlc idea that this 
measure was going to be pressed upon the 
conntry in the manner in which I see the 
Government of the day are nttempting to 
press it. I think we should pause before 
adopting these resolutions. I think we want 
some more in !'ormation before we adopt 
them. Before we vote away our local CJn
stitutions-before we vote away in fact our 
whole constitution-we should know some
thing of what we are going to get in place 
of what we are giving away. Did any hon. 
gentleman suppose, before he left his home, 
that we would not have the whole scheme 
of Confederation brought down to us, and be 
asked to pass a jud~ment on it, or to con
sider it at all events as a whole shcTe? I 
think W0 ought to be cautions in taking 
half a measure until we know what is the 
whole of it. (Hear, hear.) lIon. gentle. 
men will remember the caution with which 
the Parliament of England proceeded, in 
1839, when dealing with the rights of the 
people of Canada. At that fme there was 
an urgent necessity for a new Constitution 
for the people of Canada, and a great neces
sity for it, part,icularly in the eastern pro
vince. When the Government of the day 
brought down their resolutions-lIl some
thing like the same shape as those now 
before the House-resolutions embodying 
the principle of a Legislative Union-the 
leader of the opposition, Lord STANLEY, 
claimed that the wbole measure should be 
brought down; and the Government of the 
day was actually compelled, by the force of 
public opinion in and out of Parliament, to 
withdraw the resolutions, and to bring down 
their entire measure. (llear, hear.) An? 
are we to be less careful of our own consti
tutional rights - arc we to guard more 
loosely the interests of ourselves and those· 
who are to come after us-than the people 
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legislating for us three 01' four thousand miles 
aw~y? Besides, we arc asked by those reso
lutIOns to pledge our province-to what? 
To build the Intercolonial Hailway without 
~n.owillg, as I stated the other d~y, where 
It IS to ron, or what it is to cost. Why do 
we not have the report of the able engineer 
sent to survey and report upon that work? 
Why i8 it delayed? Why is it attempted to 
hu~ry this me~sure through the Legislature, 
while we are 1Il the dark with reference to 
that great undertaking? It may be that it 
is kept back designedly, and for the purpose 
of furthering this very mcasure, not here, 
but in other parts of British America. 

HON.MR. CAMPBELL-l'ly hon. friend 
is going too far. The report has not yet been 
made, and, that being the case, it is some
what extraordinary to charge the Government 
with keeping it back. 

HON.MR. CURR[}1}-Certaiuly; 1 think 
the case is bad enough, when the G overD
ment arc charged merely with wha f, they 
have done. And I have no desire to make 
an incorrect statement, But I will put it in 
this way: I think we ha vc good reason to be 
surprised, that the Goverutoeot should come 
down with their scheme, ano. submit it to 
the House, before they €ven themselves know 
what the work is to cost. (Hear, hear.) And 
ask this House and the coul1try to pledge 
themselves to the construction of a work of 
which they do not even know the cost them
selves. (Hear, heal') rut, if the report has 
not been prepared, we hayc been told in the 
public prints that the survey is either 
finished, or very nearly finished. The report, 
therefore, can soon be furnished; and, why 
should there be so much hurry and anxiety 
to pass these resolutions beforG we get it? 
Then, again, why do the Government not 
bring down those Schools Bills which have 
been promised? Why are the people, or why 
is Parliament, to have no opportunity of pass
ing judgment upon those mcasures--the 
School Bill for Upper Canad1, and the School 
Bill for Lower Canada-before this Confeder
ation scheme is adopted? I cannot see the 
propriety of keeping back theae matters; and 
I do not think the members of the Govern
ment can show allY reason w~at,,\er why 
they should not be settled at ull0c.'I'up;, 
hon. gentlemen, we should knowsomethil .. q 
about the division of the public debt. If 
hon. gentlemen will +,ake up the Public 
Accounts placed in their hands during the 
present session, they wiil' find a statement Of 



the liabilities of this province, certifying the 
amount to bc no less than S77,20[),2:::12. Now 
it is well known that Canada is only allowed 
to take into thc Confcderation the dcbt of 
$62,500,000. We havc a right to ask how 
the other $15,000,000 are to be paid? By 
whom arc they to be assumed? What port~on 
is Upper Canada to assumc? What portIOn 
i, Lower Canada to assumc? (IIear, hear.) 
Then, hon. gentlemen, if we adopt the~e 
n·",)lutions, and a bill bascd on them IS 

bruu"ht into the Imperial Parliament and 
cal'ri~d-look at the power which is givcn 
to) the Confederate P"rliament. They havc 
the power to impose local tuxation upon e eh 
01 the separate provinces I wouid like to 
know how that power is to be exercised; I 
would like to know whether it is to bc a capi
tation tax, or an acreage tax upon the lands 
of the province, or whether it is to be a 
t.IX u::,on the general pl'operty of the pro· 
viuce. I am sure there is no hon. gentle
lllan l'rc'cnt who woult! not like information 
on thl"" points, before voting for thi
"chomc. (lIear, hear.) Then, hon. gentle
men, there is another vcry important ques. 
tion-the 'lueRtion of the defence of thcsc 
provinces-which within a few months has 
takcn a shape which it nevel' took he fore in 
the history of this cuuntry. I Rhall trcspass 
en the attention of the lIoLlsc fur few 
Illollients, while I rea,l an extract from a 
very able report ou that 'lncstion, which 
ranb, and in time to ""mc too will rank, 
deservedly high as a statc paper. I t is a 
memorandum of thc Executive Council, 
datcd - October, 1862, at the time the 
~IACDO:;ALD-SICO'l'TE Administration held 
office. And, whatcver thc errors of that 
Government might have bccn, however they 
may have been found fault with in othcr 
matters, I believe the people generally were 
of opinion tLat the stand which the Govern
lUent took on that question, was one which 
entitlcd them tu t\;'J respect and confidence of 
the community at large. The Government 
say in this mcmorandum :_ 

That they are not unwilling to iry 10 the 
utmost to comply with the suggestions of the 
Imperial Government is evidenced by the manner 
in whic!: the. projected Intercolonial Railway has 
heen c .. t .... hi"r:,'. Their conduct in this matter 
should relieve ~i,em from every imputation. At 
the same time, they insist tbat tbey arc and must 
be :-!lowed to be tbe best judges of the pressure 
which the provillcie1 credit can sustain. They 
are prepared, subJ2~t to certain conditions, to 
encumber this cred.it with liabilities arising out of 

the Intercolonial Railway, but they are not pre· 
pared to enter upon a lavish expenditure to build 
up a military system distastefnl to the Canadian 
people disproportionate to Canadian resources, 
and no't called for by any circnmstance of which 
they at prescnt have cognizance. 

That is, the arming and bringing into the 
field a force of 50,000 men. 

Hi~ Grace, while promising liberal assist· 
ance, contends that any available supply of 
regular troops wonld be unertual ~o the defence 
of the province-and that the malll dependen.ce 
of such a country for defence must be upon Its 
own people. Your ~xcellency's. a;ivisers would 
not be faithful to their own convlCtlOns or to the 
trust reposed in them, if they withheld an expres· 
sian of their belief that without very large assi~
tance any efforts or sacrifices of which the people 
of the province are capahle, woul<l not enable 
them successfnlly an,j for any lengthened period 
to repel invasion from the neighboring republic. 
They have relied for protection in some degree 
upon the fact, that nuder no conceivable circums
tances will they provoke war with the United 
States, and if thereforc Cana<la shonld become 
the theatre of war resulting from Imperial policy, 
while it wonld cheerfully put forth its strength in 
the defence of its soil, it would ueTertheless be 
obliged to rely for its protection mainly upon 
Imperial resources; and in such an evcut it is 
their opinion that they would be justified in ex
pecting to be assisted in the work of defence with 
the whole strength of the empire. It is not ne. 
cessary at tbis stage of their history, to pnt for. 
ward assurances of the readiness of the Canadian 
people to assume whatever responsibilities h"long 
to them as suhjeets of Her Majesty. Their devo. 
tion has becn exhibited to.) often to be open to 
doubt or depreciation. They have made sacri. 
fices that should relieve them from suspicion, aud 
which Her Majesty's Government shonld remem. 
ber as a pledge of their fidelity. No portion of 
the empire is exposed to sufferings and sacrifices 
equal to those which wonld inevitably fall npon 
this province in the event of war with the United 
States. No probable combination of regular 
troops and militia would preserve our soil from 
illVading armies; and no fortune which the most 
sanguine dare hope for would prevent out· most 
flourishing districts from heing the hattle field of 
the war. Onr trade would be brou"ht to a stlnd. 
still, . our industry would be paralyz~d, our richest 
farmlllg lauds devastated, our towns and villa"es 
destroyed; homes, happy in peace, wouldobo 
reudered miserahle by war, and all as the result 
of events for the production of which Canada 
would be in no wise accountable. 

And, hon. gentlcmen, that is not only 
tho language in ti..ues past of leading poli
ticia'Bs in Canada. Hon. gcntlemen may call 
to mind the writings all,1 sayings to the samc 
effect of men in the castel n provinces-men 
now holding high position und~r the Impe-
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rial Government. One hon. gentlemen, to 
whom I have particular reference (Hon. 
JOSEPH HOWE) declared it was unreasonable 
to expect that we should defend ourselves 
against a foreign power, when we had no 
voice either in the declaring of war or the 
making of peace-that while-we were (Iuite 
ready, as in times past, to expose our persons 
and property to meet the invader at the 
threshold of our country, we were unwilling 
to take upon ourselves, as colonists, a duty 
which belonged to the parent state. But 
does this correspond with the views that are 
now adopted by the Ministry of the day 7 I 
hold in my hand an extract from a speech 
delivered by one of the most prominent memo 
bers of the Government at a recent banquet 
in the city of Toronto. And what did that 
hon. gentlemen say? Speaking of the Con
ference at Quebec, he stated that "the 
delegates unanimously resolved that the 
United Provinces of British North America 
shall be placed at the earliest moment in a 
thorongh statc of defence." Hon. gentlemen, 
I was not aware that the Imperial Govern
ment had ever cast otT the burden of the 
defence of this province. But we ure told 
by an hon. gentlemen, high in the Execu
tive, that this Conference, self-appointed as 
it was, by a resolution that we do not sec 
laid upon the table, promised to place the 
province in a thorough statc of defence. Hon. 
gentlemen, what does that mean? It means 
an expendeture here of four or five millions 
of dollars annually, or else the statement 
exceeded the truth. Again the hon. gentle
man stated :-" The Conference at Quebec 
did not seperate before entering into a pledge 
to put the military and naval defences of 
the united provinces in the most com
plete and satisfactory position." Before 
we discuss this scheme further-before 
W.J are called on to give a votc upon 
it-I say we ought to know something more 
with reference to this important matter. 
(Hear, hear). Hon. gentlemen may perhaps 
argue that there iB no necessity for this 
question goiDg to the.people -no necessity 
for further time being allowed to the people 
of Upper Canada or of Canada generally to 
consider this matter. Why, hon. gentlemen, 
has it not been stated by every hon. mcmber 
who has taken the floor to address the House 
on this question, that it is the most impor
tant question ever submitted to this, or any 
other British Colonial Legislature? And yet 
many of those hon. members are unwilling 

that the peop.le of this country should have 
any further time to consider this important 
matter-although, by the laws of our land 
no municipality has a right to enact or pas~ 
a ~y-Iaw c.re~ting a little petty debt., notto be 
paid off WlthlO a year, without submitting it 
first to thc vote of the people. (Hear.) Hon. 
g-entlemen assign as a reason why the matter 
should not be submitted to the people--that 
we have had a number of elections to this 
House since it was known that the scheme 
of Confederation was under the consideration 
of the Government, and that these elections 
went favorably to the scheme. I would ask, 
hon. gentlemen, how many elections have 
we had in Upper Canada since the scheme 
was printed and laid before the peorle? I 
would like to see the hon. gentlemen stand 
up, who has been elected to come here to 
vote upon this scheme since it was submitted 
to the people. It is true we h:tve had one 
electi(,ll in U ppcr Canada since that timc
my hon. friend near me (Hon. Mr. SIMPSON) 
alluded to it yesterday-the election in South 
Ontario, a constituency until recently repre
sented by one of the hon. gcntlemen who 
entered the 11Iinistry which brings thi~ 
scheme before uq--our present esteemed 
Vice-Chanceller of T; pper Canada, Hon. ;\~r. 
lIIow AT. What did the candidates say at 
that election? Both of them, as stated by 
my hononorable friend, in asking the sut~ 
frages of the people, had to promise that, if 
elected to Parliament, they would vote 
for a submis~ion of this scheme to the 
people. (Ilear, hear.) And that is the 
last election we have had in Uppcr Canvda. 
It is true that lllany honorable gentlemen 
now present, in their addresses to their 
several coustituencies, when seeking election 
last fall, said they were in favor of a union 
ofthe British North American Provinces. 
But, hOIl. gentlemen, there is not a man. in 
this Chamber, within the sound of my VOICe, 
who would not say the same. I am myself 
as much in favor of Confederation to-day a~ 
ever I was in my life; and I "iII challenge 
anyone to say that ,It any timc, on any public 
occasion, I ever said aught against the scheme 
of the Confederatioll of the British North 
American Provinces. (Hear, hear.) But, 
honorable gentlemen, when I. loo~ at this 
scheme, illlperfcct as I conceive It t? ~e, 
it receives my opposition, no~ because l~ 1.B a 
scheme for thc ConfederatIOn of Bl"lhsh 
North America, but becauso it is a schc~e 
containing with in itself the germs of Its 



destruction. The resolution before the 
House is not, as I said beforc, aimi'd at 
the destruction of the scheme, and I hope 
before the dcbate closes the Government 
will ~eQ the propriety and the advisability of 
granting the reasonable delay therein asked 
for. Snpp'se the Government concedes even 
the short delay of onc mORth, it can do no 
possible harm to the measure. If the mea
sure be good-if it be so desirable ~s the 
govcrnmcnts of thc respective provinces tell 
UB it is-the simplc permitting it to stand 
over fo\' a month will certainly not destroy 
it. If, on thc other hand, it bc bad-if it 
contain within itsel f the clements of decay
it is better to know it uow than hereafter, 
wheu the resolutions will have been embodied 
in a Statute over whic:' we have no control. 
To shew my own feeling in the matter, all 
I have to say is this: give a reasonabk 
delay-allow the section of the country I 
have the honor to represent to speak on the 
subject, and if it be found to be the will of 
my constituents that thc measure in its 
present shape bc adopted, honorable gentle
men may be :lsBured that I shall give them 
no further oppositiou; and that instead of 
doing everything in my power to impede the 
progress of these resolutions, I will do nothing 
to impede their progress through the House. 
" But," Ray hon. gentlemen, "delay means 
defeat." If it be a good measure-if it 
commend itself to thc approval of the people, 
8upported as it is by the most able and 
brilliant llIen in Parliament-the scheme is 
in no danger. And, hon. gentlemen, ~up
posing a !:.onth's delay is granted, wc will 
even thcn be fnrther advanced with the 
meaHure than the people of the eastern pro
vinces. 'fhe writs for the elections in N ew
B\'Unswick are returnable, if I mistake not, 
on the :.!!)th March. 

rrtlX. Mn. C,UIPBELL - On the 9th 
March. 

HO:-l. JIlt. CURI'lIE-Then it will be at 
least the ~lst or ~~nd of March before the 
Lngi'lat.nre of that colony can be called 
((, .. 'ct her 

1.111:-1 •. JIR. CA,\lPBELL - I misunder
stood the statement made by my hon. friend. 
What I Uleant to say was that the Legislature 
of New Brunswick is expected to assemble 
on the 8th or 9th of March. 

HON. M. CURRIE-Then they are going 
to hurry up matters there, I am sorry to 
bear, ?early as fast as in Canada, the peopla 
of whiCh have not hud the samc opportunity, 

at all events, of considering the question as 
thc people of New Brunswick. The peoplc 
of New Brunswick seem to be fully alive to 
the importance of this momentous question, 
and I hope that when their verdict is given 
it will be a well· considered verdict; but this 
we do know, that it will not be given until 
ufter a free and fair opporhlmity has been 
afforded thcm of discussing the question on 
its merits in all its bearings. My hon. friend 
from the Western Division (Hon. Mr. 
MCCREA) really surprised me the other day 
w heu he declared that an elective I.egislative 
Council was neither asked for nor desired by 
the people. My I'ecollection is that the 
Council under the nominative system was a 
standing grievance in Lower Canadl as well 
as in Upper Canada. 

HON. MR. McCREA-That was before 
the union. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-The demand arose 
that the Council should be elective. 

lION. MR. McCREA--Not after the 
uuion. 

HON. MIt. CURRIE--~ly hon. friend is, 
I can assure him, mistaken in stating that 
there were no petitions in favor of an elective 
Legislative Council at the time of the change. 
If my hon. friend will consult the Journals 
of Parliament, he will find there petitions for 
the change; he will find also that from the 
town of Cobourg a petition was received in 
favor of representation by population in 
this as well as in the other branch of tht' 
Legislature, But my hon. friend, in his igno
rance of th" facts of the case-although he 
certainly handled the subjcct with a good 
dcal of ability, though uot with the ability 
he usually puts torth whcn he has a good 
cause to plectd-(a laugh)--mude a state
mentwhich he could scarcely have considered 
before bringing it under the notice ot lIlt' 

Hou~e. He said that a House appoiutc.J by 
the Crown would be more responsible to the 
people than the present House. That, hon. 
gentlemen, is certainly a new doctrine to 
me. If such would be the case, why, I ask, 
do you not apply the Bame system to the 
other branch of the Legislature? 1n such 
an event I feel a5sured that thc Govcrnment 
of the day would have a much mo:e comfort
able and pleasant life of it th:1I1 even the 
present Government, strong and talented as 
they undoubtedly are. (Laughter.) But, 
says my hon. friend, once more, the people 
of Canada are in favor of thc scheme, in 
regard to which they have had ample time 
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for holding meetings and adopting petitions. 
]Jut, I would ask what did most of the mem
bers even of this House know of the scheme 
when they first came to Quebec? .Did we 
know as much about it then as we know 
now? 

HON. Mr.. ROSS-Yes. 
HON. ~!R. CURRIE-My hon. fricnd 

from Toronto sap, " Yes." 
A HON. MEMBER-No. 
HON.MR. CURRIE-Another hon. mem

berreplics," no." I may say for myself that I 
have learn cd somethinl!; even f!"Om the speech 
of wy hon. friend from Toronto that I did 
not know before. The people of the country 
have been waiting-, expecting this mattcr 
would be discussed in Parliament, and that 
the whole scheme would be presented so as 
enable of its being judged of as a whole. 
Unfortunately, however, it is only a part of 
the scheme which we have at this moment 
before the Council. 1 did not have the plea
sure of hearing the whole of the remarks of 
my hon. friend from Montreal (Hon. Mr. 
FERRIER), but I was greatly intercsted in 
listening to the portion I did hear. I refer 
to what he said respecting the ministcrial 
crisis in June last. I thought that the cele
brated memorandum, which, by the bye, 
has since been in great part repudiated by 
the Government of the day, contained all 
the ministerial explanations. But that scenc, 
so forcibly described by the hon. gentleman, 
where the President of the Council met the 
Attorney General East-

HON. MIt. FERRIER-I did not say I 
saw it. I only heard of it. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-When the Hon. 
Mr. CARTIER embraced the Hon. Mr. 
BROWN. (Laughter.) 

HON. l\lR. FERRIER-I simply said it 
was so report~d on the streets. 

RON. MR. CURRIE-And the Hon. Mr. 
BROWN promised eternal allegiance to the 
Hon. Mr. CARTIER. (Langhter.) 

RON. l\Iu. FERRI./<~R- I was silllply 
giving the on-dit of the day. I said I know 
nothing whatever of it further than what I 
had heard on tho strl!ets. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-I must have mis
understood my hon. friend. I thought he was 
a witness of the affecting scene. (Laughter.) 
But my hon. friend did tell the House 
something which was new to me, and which 
must have sounded as new to the country, 
when he said that the Grand Trunk Railway 
cost the people of Canada very little. The 

hon. gentleman seemed to think that I was 
very much opposed to the Grand Trunk. 
But never in my life have I spoken a 
single word against the Grand Trunk as a 
railway. I believe there is no hon. gentle
man who can possibly appreciate more 
highly the commercial advantages t.:l this 
country of that work than I do. At the 
same time, I have taken occasion, and may 
do so again if the necessity requires it, to 
speak of some of the transactions connected 
with that undertaking. Let this work or 
any other public work come under the at,ten
tion of this Challlber, and it will receive at 
Illy hands in the future, as in the past, that 
degree of considcration to which as a public 
work it is entitled. I hopc the day is nut 
far distant when the Grand Trunk will 
become what it ought to be, a strictly and 
cntirely commercial work, and when the 
people of all classes and partics will look 
upon it with favor. 

HON. MR. FERRIER-It i~ strictly a 
commercial work now. 

HON . .'JR. CURRIE-lily hon. friend 
stated that it had cost the country a mere 
trifle. But unluckily the Public Account' 
do not tell the same story, and they do not 
exactly confirm the views of Illy hon. friend 
in relation to this work. If he looks at the 
assets of the province-the valuables of the 
province-he- will find there is a charge 
against the G rand Trunk of ~15, 142,0(10 
for debentures. And besides there is this 
little S100,000 which has been used in re
deeming the city of .Montreal bonds. There 
is something more besides about subsidiary 
lines. 

HON. lIIR. FERTIEU-I spoke of the 
first capital investment. 

lION. lIIR. Cl'iUaE-~I\, hon. frienl! 
from the Erie Di7ision lHon. "'It-. CIIRISTIE) 
admitted iu opening his casu that this scheme 
was very much marred by its details. Ad
mitting this-which is just the whole argu
mento-that the details so great ly mar tlte 
scceme, it is much to be f":II'vd that the 
measure will not work sc) l'c:lccfully, usc
fully, or harmoniously us its originators 
expected, and 1 believe sincerely hoped it 
would do, because I do these hon. gentlemen 
the credit of believing that ill devising a 
scheme which should he Lur the future a, 
well as the present welfare of the country, 
they were animated by a desire to the very 
best they could under the cireulllsbnccll. 
Their great error, in my opinion, lay in 



their yielding too much on the palt of 
Canada to gratify the eastern provinces, so 
as to enable them to bring about this scheme 
at the present moment. If the scheme is 
so marred in its details as to destroy the 
whole measure, why not reject it? Then 
mv hon. friend alluded to the state of the 
co'untry, just before the present Government 
was formed in terms which I hardly think 
he was justified in using. He claimed that 
the country was in a state of anarchy and 
confusion. Now, hon. gentlemen, I must 
say that for my part I saw none of that 
anarchy, and I must say very little of 
that confusion. I assert that there may 
be witnessed in other lands what was 
witnessed in this. "r e saw weak govern
ments sttiving month after month to keep 
themselves in power, and we saw these 
governmcnts daily and hourly attacked 
by a strong aud wary opposition. But, hon. 
gentlemeu, I gave yet to learn that the 
giving of 17 additional members to Upper 
Uanada and 47 members to the eastern pro
vinces will en~ure us against the same state 
of things in thc future. It was very well put 
jyy the hon. nH'mber for Wellington (Hon. 
1\Ir. SANBORN) when he said if there was 
more patriotism on the part of our public 
men, and less desire to sacrifice the country 
for the good of party, we would not have had 
that state of confusion to which my hon. 
friend from the Erie Division has alluded. 
Then my hon. friend who l'cpresents the 
Eric Division, in'order to fortify the position 
he took in .supporting thc scheme, took up 
the resolutIOns adopted by the Toronto Re
form Convention in 185£l. He stated that I 
was a delegate prescnt at that convention; 
hut I can only say that although elected a 
tlelegale, 1 took .no part in the proceedings, 
and kuow 1I0thlDg more of them than I 
learned from the public prints. The hon. 
gentleman, however, conveniently re3d only 
a part of the resolntions. But it must be :J.U
mitteu that these resolutions were the iden. 
tical basis upon which the present Govern
ment was organized. This Government 
wa~ ?rganized for the express purpose of 
carrYl0ti out the arrangements embodied in 
the resolutions of that body. And, hon. 
gentlemen, a committee was appointed by 
the Torollto Convention, and that committee 
preparcd ~ draft address to the public. That 
was submItted to the executive committee 
and considercdOlllhe 15th of February 1860' 

.• . d ' , :lnu was revise and sent to the country as 
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the address of the convention, of which the 
hon. member for Erie was a member, and 
over which he also presided as one of 
the vice-chairmen. And what did they 
say? That convention never intended that 
Parliament should change the Constitution or 
give us a new Constitution without consulting 
the people and allowing the public an oppor
tunity of passing its judgment upon the pro
posed new Constitution. And how did this 
convention propose to secure the people the 
right of passing judgment upon so impor
tant a scheme as the adoption of a new 
Constitution ? Here it is, in large type-and 
I have no doubt my hon. friend has often 
read it in going through his large, wealthy, 
and prosperous division. 

HON. MR. CHRISTIE-It was not pre
sented to the convention. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-I wish to put my 
hon. friend right. The meeting was held 
on the 23rd September, 1859, and it was 
presided over by the late Hon. ADAM FER
GUSSON, and my hon. friend, the member 
for Erie Division, and Mr. D. A. MACDON
ALD were vice· presidents. A special com
mittee was appointed at that meeting to 
draft an address to the people of Upper 
Canada on the political affairs of the pro
vince in support of the resolutions then 
adopted. A draft of the address was sub
mitted to the executive committee. 

HON. MR. CHRISTIE-I was not. a 
member of that committee. 

HON.l\IR. CURRIE-The public meeting 
was held on the 15th February, 1860. 

HON. MR. CHRISTIE-And when was 
the address published? 

HON. Mit. CURRIE-It was published 
in this shape in February, 1860. Well, one 
of the provisions contained in that address 
was this :-" Secure these rights by a writ
ten constitution, ratified by the people, and 
incapable of alteration except by their for
mal sanction." Hon. gentlemen, I fear the 
hon. member for Erie Division will hardly be 
able to justify the course he feels called upon 
to take on this oec asion by anything contained 
in the address or the resolutions of the Toronto 
convention. The hon. gentleman would never 
have thought of preparing such a sheme as 
this to be submitted to the members of such 
a convention. But think you that had such a 
scheme been presented they would not have 
demanded that it should be left to the 
people? Think you, hon. gentlemen, that 
that scheme would have met the approval 
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of that body in its present shape? I am 
sure that my hon. friend, warm as be now is 
in support of the scheme, could hardly have 
accepted such an issue. I am sure that 
even the present Government, backed as 
they are by a large majority in both branches 
of the Legislature, and pos8essing as they 
do a large amonnt of the talent,-I lllay 
say a majority of the talent-of Parliament, 
dare not bring snch rcsolutions down as 
a Government measure and ask the Legis
lature t'J support them in carrying it through. 
Then my hon. friend thought that the scheme 
had gone through the length and breadth of 
the land. Ron. gentlemen, it is quite true 
that the resolutions havd gone t hroug'h the 
length and breadth of the land; but where 
has there been that discussion in Canada 
to which reRolutions of so much importance 
are entitled - except in Lower Canada, 
where I am told that fifteen counties have 
repudiated the resolutions when they were 
sllbmitted to public mcetings? Andin Upper 
Canada, where is the single instance of 
discussion of the facts having taken place 
except in the city of Toronto, where there 
wa~ little or no discussion, and where it was 

promi.ed that that city, like Quebec, should 
be made thE: seat of one of the local govern
ments? I understood my hon. friend frow 
Erie Division to take issue on the flct that 
the ~legates to the Convention were not 
self-elective, and I heard my hon. friend 

from l\lontreal deny it also. But if you take 
up a copy of the re50lutions and the des
patches accompanying them. you will find 
that they were in every sense of the word 
self-elected_ And if they were not self

elected, who deputed them to come and do 
what the have done? Did the basis on 
which the Government was formed authorize 
them to enter into this compact? The basis 
on which the Government was formed Epeaks 
for itself. The measure they promised 
the people of Upper Canada was ~imply a 
measure to settle the existing difficulties 
between Upper and Lower Canada. They 
were to form Upper and Lower Canada into 
a federation upon such a basis as would here
after allow the other provinces, if agreeable, 
and if they could agree as to terms, to also 
enter the federation. These arc the bases 
on which the present Government was form
ed, and these arc the ba~es on w hic h the 

members of that Government went to the 
country and asked for the support of their 

constituents. And to bear me out in this 

assertion, I have only to read the l::tnguaO'e 
of His Excellency the Governor General ~s 
I find it embodied in His Excellency's Speech 
at the close of the last se~sion of Parliament. 

You will fi?d !t in the latter part of the 
Speech. Rls Excellency says :-" The time 
ha~ arrived when the constit~tional question, 
whICh has for many years agltat"d this prov
ince, is ripe for settlement." What prov

ince ~s alluded to i? this paragraph? i1Iost 
certallJly the proVince of Canada. •• It is 
my intention," proceeds Hi,; Excellency 
" dnring the approaching rccess, to endeavo:' 
to devise a plan for this purpose, which will 
be laid bcfore Parliament at its next meet
ing." Ron. gentlemen, where is that plan? 
W hcre is the measure so promised in the 
Speech from the Throne. "I n releasing you 
from further attendance," His Excellency 
goes on to say, "I would impress upon you 
the importance of using the influence which 
the confidence of your fellow subjects con
fers upon you to secure for any scheme which 
may be prepared with this object a calm and 
impartial consideration both in i'arliament 
and throughout the country." ~ow, what 
does this mean? If it means anything, 
it means this, that the Government pro
mised to bring down a measure to this 
Legislature to enable us to confederate Upper 
and Lower Canada. "Well," hon. gentlcmen 
say, "they have brought down a larger 
scheme." Yes, but who asked them to bring 
down that scheme? It is said that it makes 
DO difference which scheme was laid before 
the House; but I contend that it makes all 
the difference, for if these resolutions had 
reference simply to Upper and Lower Cana
da, they would be susceptible of amcnd
ment by this House, In such a case, 
hon. gentlemen would not have come 
down as we now see them shaking their 
resolutioDs in the face of the members 

of the Legislature, and saying, " Rere is a 
treaty which you must accept in its entirety 
or not at all." They would not be waming 
as at our peril to alter a word or erase a line 
on pain of being branded as disunionists or 
perhaps something worse than that. Had 
they brought down the resolutions they were 
pledged to bring down, we would be sitting 
here calmly and dispassionately, aided by 
the Government of the day, framing a 
measure which would be in very deed for 
the benefit of the two provinces. Bnt why 
do the Government seek to shelter them

st'lves so completely behind these resolu-
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tions-resolutions which, as they stand, 
arc incapable of justification - rcsolutions 
which shew concession after concession to 
have been made to the eastern provinces, 
but not one of wLieh (I challenge them to 
the proof) was made' by the Lower 1'1'0-
vinces to the people of Canada? Then look 
at the reprcsentation at the Conference. 
Both partic~, I believe, from all the provinces 
were rcprcscllted, except as rcgards onc sec
tion of Car:ada. 'l'hero was no one repre
sentiog in the Conference the liberal party 
in Lower C~nada. (Ilcar, hear.) 'While 
in the eastcrn provinces the Government 
of the day were mugllanimous enough to ask 
the co·cperation and consideration of the 
leaders of the Opposition in those provinecs, 
the hon. ~entlelUen in Canada igll"red 
entirely the existence of the liberal party 
in J,ower Canada. (Hear, hear.) l\Iy hon. 
f, iend from the Erie Division tells us that 
he is stroll)Y opposed to the details of the 
sheme. 

Ho:\'. l\IR. CHRIB'l'IE-I <li,l not say 
so. If thc han. gentleman will allow me, I 
stateu in reference to the elective principle 
that I was opposed to its abrogation. 

lin:>;. lIlIt. CURRIE-If the han. gentle
Ulan feels towards the elective principle as 
Htrongly as I do, he will oppose its abro
gation to the last. I have reasen to feel 
strongly in regard to that principle, being, like 
himself, indebted for it to a seat in the Le
gislature; and I willl'esist the measure very 
long before I vote against a principle giving 
the people power to send me here as their 
representati ve. The hon. gentlemen also told 
1\8 that thc whole country is in favor of 
Federation. I have no doubt the whole coun
try is in favor of Pederation in itself, but there 
are many people throughont Canada who are 
opposed to the present scheme on account of 
its details. Then the han. gentleman declared 
that the country understood the scheme. 
Now, what better illustration can me have of 
the fals;ty of this position than what was 
witnessed on the fi007 of this House Ia:;t 
night ? We then heard one of the most in
telligent and one of the most able members 
of the mercantile community in IT pper Ca
nada, my han. friend from the Ottawa Division 
(Hon. Mr. SKEAD) tell us it was only within 
the last 24 hours that he had understood the 
scheme as now submitted to the House. And 
yetwe are gravely told that the whole country 
understands it! Do the people of the pro
vince generally know anything in reference 

to the cost of working the scheme? Hon. 
gentlemen, it has been stated in various parts 
of the country, by leading public men of the 
country, that the local subsidies proposed 
in the scheme wiIl he more than sufficient 
to carryon the local l!overnments of the 
several provinces. Bnt, hon. gentlemen, we 
must judge of the future by the experience 
afforded by thc past. If you will look at the 
Public Aucounts of Upper and Lower Canada 
-take for instance Upper Canad 1 in 1838,~ 
you will find that the expcuditure on 450,000 
of a p:'pulation was $885,000 for one ycar. 
But, han. gentlemen may assert that at that 
time 11 pper Canada had to bear the the 
burdcns of thc militia and pay the cost of 
collecting thc customs, and Salle other small 
char~cs which it is uow proposcd to throw 
on the Federal Government. But what were 
the charges of the militia for that year? The 
insignificant sum of £GHJ. 198. llH. Then 
there was received from fees and commission 
£~17 15s., thus making the total cost of the 
militia to Upper Canada no more than 
£30~. -Is. ll}d. Then as to customs. Why, 
honorable gentlemen, the whr Ie cost of 
collecting the customs revenue in Upper 
Canada, during the year 1838, amounted 
to £~,7!)2. 14s. 2d.-just about one half 
the cost, hardly one half tho cost - of 
collecting the prcscnt uuties at the port 
of Toronto. Then if you come down to 
Lower Canada you will find that at the time 
of the union you had a population of 650,000 
souls, and that the expense of governing the 
people was $573,3·18. And I venture to 
say that no people in the world were ever 
more cheaply governed than were the people 
of Lower Canada before the union. (Hear, 
hear.) But if you can govern them after the 
union just as cheaply per head as before, what 
do you find? You will require $980,000 to 
carryon the government of the country, 
independent of paying the interest upon the 
large portion of debt saddled upon you. In 
Upper Canada, we have been told that we 
really shall not know Vi hat to do with the 
large amount of money about to he lavished 
on the Local Legislature. (Laughter.) 

HON. MR. McCREA-Who said that
that we would have more money than we 
know what to do with? 

HON. MR. CURRIE-You must have 
read it in the speeches made in the other 
House, and particularly in the speeches 'of 
the Hon. lIlr. BROWN. Well, if we can 
govern the people of Upper Canada as cheap-



govern the people of Upper Cllnada as cheap
ly after the union ai before, it will ('I'~t 
12,170,000 or $1,054,000 more than the 
amount of the local subsidy. J am sure no 
hon. gentleman will believe t.hat we are going 
to be more saving of the p'lblic money iu 
the future than we were in those carly days 
of our history. Hon. gentlemen, it is said 
that the people of the country have had those 
resolutions before them, that they perfectly 
understand them, and that they are pre
pared to pass a dispassionate judgment in 
the matter_ It ill becomes the members of 
the Government to make such a statement. 
Why, what has been witnessed on the floor 
of this House? A simple question was put 
to the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands 
as to the manner in which the members of 
the Legislative Councils of the various pro
vinces were to be appointed. The Hon. 
Commissioner informed us that the appoint
ment was to be made by local governments, 
and he was confirmed in that view by the 
hon. and gallant Premier, who had the 
dignity conferred upon him of presiding over 
the Conference of delegates held in this city. 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-I do not think 
that my hon. colleague said anything on the 
subject. 

HON. MR. CURRIE-I understood him 
to confirm the statement of the !.Ion. Com
missioner of Crown Lands. But at all 
events, he heard the statement and did not 
object to it. But what did you find? After 
the absurdity of that position was pointed 
out, my hon. friend, the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands, asks a day to give an answer 
to the question, and he comes down next 
day and gives a totally different reply. A 
few days later, the question of the export 
dntyon the mineral~ of Nova Scotia came 
under consideration, and I understood the 
Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands as 
saying that in bis opinion the coals and 
minerals exported to foreign countries would 
be liable to duty. But according to the 
explanations given by the hon. gentleman 
afterwards, I understand that the export 
duty will apply to all coals and minerals 
exported from Nova Scotia_ 1\ly hon. friend 
went on to explain the meaning of this 
export duty. And what is his 8xplanutioll ? 
He tells us that it is nothing more than a 
royalty. 'I.'he export duty is imposed simply 
upon the coals which leave the country. In 
Nova Scotia they now impose a royalty, and 
that royalty they intend to change for an 
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tlxport tluty, and the difference in t.heir 
Javor will be thi."~- that on the I flU I, they 
I'Ull,nIJW lLellio\'l,"'s there will be no duty, 
but on the coalH t h"y send 1.1) Canada there 
will be this barrier of an export duty. 

HON. I\IR. ROSS-My han. friend will 
see thi8, that had all the Crown lands in the 
different colollit,~ been placed in the hands 
"I' the GClIeral Government, the General 
Government wonld have received all the 
l'roccct/s therefrom. But those have been 
given to the local governments, and as in 
Upper Canada we will have timber dues, eo 
in Nova Scot ia they are entitled to a revenue 
from their eoak 

HON. MR. CURRIE-Anyone not ac
quanted with the suhject would naturally 
tancy from the language of my hon. friend 
that under Federation we are to have some
thing which we did not possess before. But 
the Crown lands are the property of U np~r 
and Lower Canada now, and we are entitled 
to the revenue from them. 

HON. 1\1R. ROSS-And so is Nova Scotia 
entitled to a revenue from their coal. 

HON. MR. CURRIE -But you give them 
a privilege not accorded in the other pro
vinces of imposing export duties. Ilon. 
gentlemen, I would now desire to allnde to 
another matter which I think the people do 
not thoroughly understand, and that is the 
apportionment of the public debt. I stated 
before and I again assert that revenue is the 
only true baRis on which the people should 
go into COli ['eieration as regard" their debt; 
aL,d I think my hon. lriend frum the 
Saugeen Division (Hon. ~lr. MACPHERSON) 
saw the mattcr in the same li!,lJt. 

HON. ~l1t :IIA(,PHI·:l':-'U~-~Xut.inthis 
case, because W'J have not t.he revenue to 
base it upon. 

HON. MR_ CURRIE-Whv have we not 
the revenue to base it upon?· Bon. g"ntlc
men, the Trade Returus of NovlI Scutia, 
X ow Brunswick, and Prince Edward Islalld, 
:'1'0 in the Library below, and twenty-ronr 
hour~' work of a cumpetent aCCUulLtant wou!d 
shew what each province would contribute 
to the general revenue from her trade uuner 
our present tariff. 

BON. l\1R. UA:-;PBELL-But does nut 
the hon, gentleman see .tnat when. thl'. taritis 
are assimilated, they Will Dot bnng III the 
future what they have brought in the vast? 

BON. "In. CURIUE-This 1 can see, th"t. 
you are giving to the Lowe~ Provinces pri
vileges which we do not enJoy- Hon. geu-
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tlemen speak of the illlports from the Mari
time Provinces. But take the import of 
coals from Nova tlcutia, and we find that in 
1:-;1;:;, irs \vb"l,· value amounted tll $Ij, ,000. 
'['hen they refer to the usll trade. But why 
nc('d we l!'1) there for f),dl, when in our own 
Wa[l'l'S w~ can have for the catclling as fine 
fish as the world pruduce, 1 But Confedera
tion will give us no privileges over the 
fisheries which w, do not at. present enjoy. 
Calwdiall fi,hcrruen cau as well go, and have' 
as much the right to g", and fish in the 
waters beluw b210re as after Cu"je'}"I",tioll, 
We will continue to go there if we desire it, 
not becau, e we are Illl'1ll1Jl'rs of the Confelle
racy, but Iweau,-c w(' are British subject. ... 
But I was going to speak of the trade of 
these countries. 'We derive now little or no 
duty from the trade of the Lower l'r"vil)('C's, 
at the same time much of the revenues ot' 
the Lower Provinces is derived from eXl'nrts 
from those pruvinces to each other, all of 
which wiJl be 10.-1 to the Geue!'"l Government, 
as the Confederation will only be entitled to 
collect duties in g' ,,,,j, imported hom foreigu 
conntries. 'Ye "re told, too, that uur tariff' i, 
to be greatly reduced under Confederation. 
I am sorry to hear that statement, because 

of $80,000,000, or more than her present 
indebtedness. Then it is said that the 
people understand the whole seheme, and 
that they are perfectly satisfied with it. If 
that were so we should have petitions coming 
down, But I have yet t·) learn that when 
the people, especially of Upper Canada, 
understand the sheme aud how it is going 
to work, that they will be at all satisfied with 
it. Take the little Island of Prince Edward, 
with its population of 80,857 souls, or a less 
population than a single coustituency repre-
sellted in the other branch of the Legis
lature, and we find it getting $15f!,728, 
while it is relieved of a debt of $240,633. 

HON. MH. C.A.MPBELL - And what 
does it contribute? 
Ho~. :\IR. CURRIE-It simply contri

butes custom and excise duties by the 
operation of the same tariff and under the 
same law as the people of Canada. 

HON. MH. CA:\lPBELL - But how 
much does it contribute? 

HON. l\IR, CURRIE - I find the whole 
revenue of the island set down at $:WO,OOO. 
But, hon. ?'cntiemen, pray do not ruu away 
with the idea that all this comes to the Con
federatl) Government. All that comes to the 
Confederate Government are simply the 
duties from excise and customs on goods im
ported from foreign countries. 

HON. l\iR. CAMPBELL - Which is the 
whole amount of their revenue, except 
:331,000. 

it is imjJ""i)"le that it can be correct, and 
there is \00 llluch r",>-on tu fear that it Was 
done with a view of influencing legislation 
elsewhere, by holdin~ out the hope in New
foundland and in the other provinces, that 
if they joilJed us, the tariff' wuuld be less 
burdensome than it is at I,!'cseut. But if 
tl,e tariff is reduced, the people of (';)oada 
may r",t ""'u rcd that they will have 
$,1,UUU,OOI) or S;j,UlIlI.iJUli to raise in some 
other way; so that if yuu take it off the 
tariff, you llJust put it on the land. I wish 
now, IlOwever, tu speak of' the unfair appor
tionmeut of the debt. I have always ta.;en 
the ground that revenue is the true guage 
by which you cau measure a nation's abi. 
lity to pay debt. 'Yell, taking the tables of 
the Finance Minister, we find that New 
Brunswick, with a revenue of $1,000,000, 
goes iuto the Confederatiou with a debt of 
$7,000,000, while Canada, With a revenue of 
$11,50U,UUO, is unly entitfed to ,,0 intu the 
Cunfeucratiull with a debt of :3lj:;,;',UU,!,UO. 
Is this hid-is it right ?-i, it honest? 
Takiug the revenue as the 1""jg of ability 
to pay-and it is the ouly true hasis-and 
instead of Canada going into the Con
federation with a debt only :j;G:;,[iI,O,OOO 
she would be entitled to go in with a deb' 

HON. MH. CURRIE - Surely my hon. 
friend does not wish to get up and argue 
that the people of this little island-a frugal 
and industrious people - contribute more to 
the revenue per head than the people of 
IT ppel' Canada ? Well, let us proceed now to 
Newfoundland, and what do we find? That 
with a populatinn of 122,600 souls - less 
than the population of Huron, Bruce and 
Grey-less, in fact, than the constituency 
represented by my hon. friend, the member 
for Saugeen-they get $369,000 a year for all 
time, and are relieved of a debt of $946,000. 

Ilo~. ;\JR. CAMPBELL-And what do 
they contribute? 

HUN. MR, CURRIE-Simply the revenue 
from customs and excise, and nothin" more. 

HON. 1\1](. CAl\IPBELL-And what does 
that amount to ? 

HON. MR. CURRIE-I am aware that
.HON . .MR. CAMPBELL-They will con

tflbute, under the present tariff, $479,000 per 
annum. 

.-
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RON. MR. CURRIE-My hon. friend 
surely does not intend to say that Newfound
land has no other source of revenue than 
customs and exc:se. 

RON. MR. CAMPBELL-No other; and 
that is the reason why they get $150,000. 

BON. MR. CURRIE-Newfoundland is 
to han $106,000 a year, not for this year 
only, but for all time to come. She gets as 
well 80 cents per head for all time to come. 
Then she gets also, what I am sure the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands can hardly 
justify, that id a bOLus of $lG5,UOO for 
all time to come; and this, if capitalized, 
amounts to $3,OOO,OOU--and all this that 
she may come into the Oonfederation. 
And why does she receive so large a sum? 
My hon. friend tells us that she gets it in 
consideration of the valuable crown lands 
and minerals which she surrenders to the 
General Government. But we have yet to 
learn as a matter of fact that a ton of coals 
has ever been raised in the island. ALd 
what other minerals have they? We know of 
none, Their Crown lands, too, are of no value, 
as is proved by their not having yielded 
anything at all for many years past. Then 
why should we give them $3,000,000, or 
$165,000 per year for worthless lands? I 
will not say, however, that they are altogether 
worthless; bnt I know this, that for years 
past a statute has been in force, gi,ing the 
lands free of charge to anybody who will 
go and settle on them for five years. And 
these are the valuable lands for which we 
are to pay an equivalent of $3,000,000. But 
my hon. friend the Oommissioner of Crown 
Lands, perhaps, when he addresses the House, 
will tell us these Crown lands and min ern Is, 
wb,atever their value to Newfoundland, are 
worth $o,OOO,OOu to the Oonfederation, and 
will argue as that they give up these lands and 
minerals, and have no local source of reve
nue, it is necessary, they should receive this 
subsidy in returll. But why have they no 
local source of revenue? Why not adopt the 
same lLeans to rai~e revenue in Newfound
land that we adopt here? Why should we 
he called upon to c~tribute from the public 
chest $165,000 for a purpose that we in 
Canada tax ourselves for? Hon. gentlemen, 
I stated that the country was taken by sur
prise in regard to the manner in which this 
measure was brought down to the Bouse; 
and I think I have good reason for making 
that statement. Before we came here we had 

very little explanation of the financial part 
of the scheme; and that is a most import~nt 
part. I am not one of those who, while fa
vorable to Cont"deration as a principle, would 
put a few hundred thon,and dollars in the 
scale against it. But my grounds against the 
scheme are these - that if it is cODlmenced 
upon a basis which is unjust to one portion 
of the community, it will he based upon a 
false foundation, and the tenement thus 
prl'posed to be erected will not withstand 
the breath of public opinion. We had 
reasou to suppose that when we celme here 
the measure promised at the close of the 
last. session wuuld be submitted; but instead 
of that we have a very different measure 
altogether. But supposing this Address 
passes -- suppo-iug these resolutions are 
carri~d, and the other colonies do not 
concur in the sams A'ldress as ourselves, 
what is tu be the conse'pcnce? As I 
understand it, the consent of all the pro
vinces must be had, and if they do not 
concur, the scheme falls to the !!round. 
Wh"t we oug-ht to have had in Oanada was 
the promiser! mcasure to put an end. to the 
sectional difficulties between Upper and 
Lowel· t'"na,Ja. But instead of that, we are 
placed in cunsequence of the QlIcb,·e Con
fereuce in this position-a scheme is brought 
down which is declared to be in the nature 
(If a t.reaty, and we are told that we are to 
have no voice in its alteration. No matter 
what the details my be-our discussion of 
them is to be :1 mere farce. Even the 
reasonable delay I am now asking for will, 
I fear, be oppos~cl by the. Government of 
the day. Hon. gentlemen, lD order to shew 
the nessessity which exists for the measure 
being equitable and just to all classes of the 
people and all sections of the country about 
to be affected by it, I will read the remarks 
of a distinO"uished statesman-onc of the 
ablest men, bperhaps, that Canada can claim. 
Thi" is his langu~ge :-

No measure could possibly meet th.e approv~l 
of the people of Canada which contam~~ '."lthin 
it the germs of injustice to any. and If, 10 the 
measure which was now hefore the people .of 
Canada, there was anything which bore. on Its 
face injustice, it would operate greatly agamst the 
success of the me"sure itself. 

These were the views of the Minister of 
Finance as expressed by him only a few 
months ago and it is because I feel that 
there arc p~rts of t\le scheme which will do 
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gross and wanton injustice to portions of 
the proposed Confederation, that I feel it ~o 
be my duty to oppose it. It may be said 
that it is not proper for this branch of tl.e 
Legislature to delay the measure, hut J 
quite concur, on this pi iut. in the \"iew~ of 
the hon. gentleman who represents one of 
the largest and most important constituencies 
in Canada (Hon. :\1r. ,'IACPlltC[{~I):-;), when 
he said-

Although the Lei!"islative Council is precluded 
by this constitution from ('J'i.~illatill~ money votE'S 
Or malriug money appwpriations of any kind, 
they have it nevertheless in their 1"' ,wer zealously 
to guard your interests, prote('til1~ them against 
hasty and ill·considered le"islation, and preve·nt· 
ing improper and extravaaant appropriations of 
the public funds. 0 

HON. MR. liT ACPHERSON-I tpprove 
of all that. . 

HON. lIIr. UURRIE-I fully cuncur in 
all the hon. member from Sau~een st"ted in 
is address to his constituents, with reference 
to this subjeot, and I hope the hon. gentle
man will now, when the opportunity is offered 
him, act up to the professions he made, and 
I feci confident he will do so. Now, hon. 
gentlemen, what have we here before us? 
We have a scheme which is calculated to do 
manifest and untold injustice to that section, 
of the province which the hon. gentleman 
has the honor to represent. We have a 
scheme pledging us to construct the Inter
colonial Railway without our knowing whe· 
ther it is to cost fifteen, twenty or thirty 
millions of dollars. The or>!y estimate is that 
alluded to by the hon. member from Toronto 
who stated that lIlr. BRYDGES was prepared 
to build it for seventeen and a half millions 
of dollars. 

HON Mr. MACPHERSON-This House 
has nothing to do with money matters. 

.HON. Mr. CURRIE-If my hon. friend 
entertains that opinion, he will very soon 
learn a very different and important lesson 
respecting the privileges of this House. It. 
i~ our duty as honest legislators to protect 
the country from the baneful effects "f hasty 
and ill-considered legislation. Well, is not 
this hasty legislation that was now proposed 
to be transacted by the Government of the 
day? 

HON. Mr. MACPHERSON. -I do not 
regard it 80, and I tell you why. My con
stituents have considered the question and 
are fully satisfied that the proposed legisla
tion should take place. 

HON. Mr. CURRIE-It has been said by 
hon. gentlemen that the whole scheme con
sists of concessions. I would ask what con
cessions had been made to Canada? What 
concession h3s been made to the views of the 
people of Upper Canada? The people will 
understand why it is that everything was 
conceded on the part of Oanada, and compara
tively nothing on the part of the Lower Pro
vinces, when they know that the little colony 
of Prince Edward Island, with its eighty 
thousand pe'Jple, has as much to say in the 
Oonference as Upper 0anada with its million 
and a half, and as Lower Canada with its 
million and a quarter, of people. (Hear, 
hear.) When we conceded to them that 
point, the series of concessions on the part 
of Canada began. Then we conceded to them 
the right of dcpriving us of an elective 
Legislative Council. (Hear, hear.) Who 
challenges this statement? [defy any hon. 
gentlemen to say that it was not at the dic
tation of the eastern provinces, that the 
character of t),e Legislative Council was 
changed. In order to settle this ~oint, it is 
only necessary to refer hon. gentlemen to 
what the Hon. Minister of Finance stated in 
his celebrated Sherbrooke speech with refer
ence to it. That was concession number 
two. Then look at the proposed Oonstit·jtion. 
The Lower Provinces had ouly a population 
of 700,000 of people. One would think 
they would be satisficd with the samc repre
"entation in the Legislative Council that 
Upper Oanada with double the number of 
people should have, and that Lower Canada 
with neal"iy double the population shonld 
be given. But instead of being satisfied 
with 24, they must have 28 members. There 
arc three distinct and most important con
cessions on the part of Canada to the people 
of the eastern provinces. And then we go 
into the Federation with a debt of only 
$62,500,000, instead of with 382,500,000 
as we were entitled to. Then we are to 
saddle oursel ves with a burden of $15,00U,
~OO, ana give them a bonns for coming in, 
10 the shape of an annnal payment for local 
purposes, which we defray in Upper Oanada 
by direct taxation. 

HON. MR. McOREA-~'hat iH beel-use 
they are to help to pay our debt. 

HON. MR. CURRIE--MyhoDorablcfriend 
from the Western Division says, they have 
to help to pay our debt; true they have to 
help to ~ay the debts of the Confederation, 
Lut that is no reason why they should receive 
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money from us to pay their local expenses. 
Then look at the absurdity of giving each 
province so much per head on its population 
for the expenses of the local ~overnments. 
Every ODe knows that the population of the 
Lower Provinces will not increase nearly so 
fast as that of this province. We will there· 
for have to pay a greater proportion of this 
amount through the increase of our popula
tion than we can receive under the proposed 
arrangement. This is concession number 
fonr. The next concession is to New Bruns
wick. We are to give New Brunswick a 
bonus of $630,000 in addition to building 
the Intercolonial Railway through a long sec
tion of the COUll try-leading the people to 
believe that the rO'ld is to pass through 
nearly every town in the province. Then 
Nova ~cotia gets the right to impose an 
export duty on its coals and other minerals 
coming into Upper Canada, or going else
where_ Then Newfoundland, as I have said 
before, is to have upward of three millions 
of dollars, if you capitalize the annual gift, as 
an inducement to come in alld join us. Then, 
hon. gentlemen, my hon. friend from Port 
Hope spoke of the common schools of Canada, 
of about one million and quarter of dollars 
that is to be abolished by a stroke 0 the 
pen-that iq another concession, I suppose, 
made to the people of the eastern provin
ces. What do we get for all these conces
sions? Do we get anything that we are not 
entitled to as a matter of right. We I!et 17 
additional members of the Lower House 
for Upper Canada, but that is nothing 
more than we are entitled to, at the 
same time we get 47 added from the 
east. Weare told that the I eason for 
having so large a number of members is. to 
avoid narrow majorities. If everythiDg 
works well. therefore, under the new consti
tution we 'are told we will always have :\ 
strong Government, somewhat similar to 
that with which we are now blessed. Hon. 
gentlemen say, that this question is perfectly 
understood by the people of Canada, and 
that they are satisfied with the arrangement; 
then what dange;, I would ask, can there 
be in allowing the people a few montha to 
consider the matter still more fully. Iu my 
opinion, it is far better to tak.e the th!ng ~p 
deliberately and proceed cautiOusly With It, 
than to attempt to force, so hurriedly, a 
measure upon the people that they will feel 
hereafter, if they do not ~o~, t.hat you are 
doing them a very great iDJustice. (Hear, 

hear.) It is most extraordinary, the grounds 
on which thp.se resolutions are supported 
by different classes of people. Some hon. 
gentlemen support them on the ground that 
the Confederation is to build up an inde
pendent nationality in this part of the 
world. Others, on the ground that it is 
going to cement us more closely as colonies. 
And a third party uphold the resolutions on 
the ground that the injustice of the thing 
will disgust the people and float our country 
over to the American Republic. I feel, my
self, that unless the people have due time to 
comider the matter, and are not driven into 
it against their will, these resolutioDs will 
amount to nothing more than so many 
withes to tie the provinces together until we 
ail drift like a raft into the American Con
federation. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 

--0--

Friday, February 17, 1865. 

HON. MR. SEYMOUR--The Hon Com
missioner of Crown Lands is right in sup
posing that I am opposed to Federation I 
am opposed tp it, and particularly on the 
basis agreed upon at the Quebec Convention. 
I do not say that I would be opposed to a 
legislative union on fair and equal terms; 
but I am decidedly opposed to Federation 
on the terms now before the House. My 
hon. friend has said that in all unions there 
must be forbearance; but in this Federation 
scheme it appears to me the forbearance has 
been all on one side. The forbearance has 
not heen mutnal. When parties enter into 
a partnership. there ought to be forbearance 
on the part of each, and mutual concessions. 
But in thi8 case the concessions ," well as 
the forbearance have been all on the side of 
Canada. My hon. friend, with all his elo
quence and ability, has not answer:d a si~gle 
objection raised by Iny hon. fnend from 
Niagara ~Hon. Mr. CURllIE). He b IS found 
it convenient to pass them all over for the 
simple reason that he found them Ullanswer
able. M.y hon. friend says :-" Was not the 
French language restore~ to Lower Canad~: 
and was not this a change m the constl tutlOn? 
Hon. gentlemen, it was certainly restored, 
and by the conservative administration of that 
day and as my hon. friend opposite (Hon. 
Mr.'Bou~TON) has said, unanimously. There 
was no oppositioD, for it was oOD8idered a 
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right to which our French Oanadian fellow
subjects were fully entitled. But is th'l 
restoration of the French language to be 
compared with the resolution now proposed 
- with the great constitutional change 
whieh is intended to affect, not only our
selves, bnt our children and our children's 
children for all time to come? Is a change 
like this to be compared with the restoration 
of the French language? Certainly not. It 
sel' u" to me to be the most extraordinary 
comparison I ever heard of. Tlwn my 
hon. friend has rcft'rre,1 to the chHnge in 
the constitution of the ]",:£islative CUlIlicil. 
But was not that qlleslion over and ever 
again before the people? Did not the people 
at the hnstings frequently pronounce an 
opinion upon that clmnge? Undoubtedly 
they did, and it beine; understood that the 
people were in favor of it, the change was 
hrought about. My hon. friend says that in 
the Conference they were surrounded with 
difficulties. ~ 0 doubt they were. And why? 
Because they allowed for Prince Edward 
Island and Newfoundland as many delegates 
as they did for Canada. No doubt they were 
surrounded with difficulties. No doubt they 
were overwhelmed by the ,Il'mands of the."" 
gentlemen. The hon. gentleman says that 
Confederatiun is necessary to strengthen the 
defences ot the eountry. In what way? (:an 
any hon. gentleman tell me in what way? 
I have not heard one word to prove, to my 
~atisfaction, bow the defences of the'country 
are to he strengthened by Federation, un Ie,,; 
indeed it he by planing the whole of the 
provinces under one head. Why, hon. gen
tlemen, did I not shew here the other day 
wh"t was the feeiing of the Lower Provinces 
in regard to the delenc s of the country? 
At a time when our Parliament were prop";
ing to pass an act which would entail the 
exp€nditure of millions on the defence" of 
the country, what was being done ill the 
Lower Provinces? Why the financial secre
tary of one of the provinces camc down with 
a proposed grant of 520,000, an·] he was 
obliged to apologize to the Hunse that the 
eum was so large! And the present Premier 
of Nova Scotia-a province secon,( in impor
tance in British North America - proposed 
to strike off $1:.',01}0. and leave the appro
priation at $S,'JOU. " This was proposed by a 
province next in importance to our own, and 
at the time ot the Trent a;.air, when there was 
an appearance of danger much greater than at 
present. And what did New Brunswick do? 

Appropriate $15,000. The people that did 
all this are the people to whom we are to 
ally ourselves that we may be strengthened 
in our efforts for the defence of the country! 
Do hon. gentlemen believe that an alliance 
with provinces whose leading men hold such 
views as these wuuld add to our strength? 
Certainly not. ~ly hall. friend the Com
missionl'r of Crown Lands has also said that 
!J.'i out of evelY 100 of the people of Upper 
Canada are in favor of Federation. 31y hon. 
friend is lli istaken. I once had the honor of 
representing a portion of his constituents, 
and I would info~m my hon. friend that I 
know as much of the feelinff' not simply of 
the people of Uppcr Canatla, speaking of 
tht'm ~'""erally, but of his constituents, as 
he do,·,: and this I would say that were my 
hall. friend to g" before his constituents and 
tell them that -in 01'<1er t" get Fe,1eration, 
Upper Canada is to pay twu-thirds of the 
cost of the Intercolonial Railway, and two
thir,ls of the cost of maintenance oi the road 
for all time to come, and that the roads of 
the Lower Provinces are to be made Govern
ment roads, and to be h'pt up in future at 
the expense of Federal Go\'ernment, an,l that 
L Pl'er ('anada will have two-thirds of the 
burden to bear, I will venture to say that 
my hon. friend would find himself wrong in 
his estimate of being able to satisfy 95 out of 
every 100 of his constituents. 

Hox. ~IJt. Cj.l\IPBELL-Tell them of 
all the circumstauces, and I would be able 
to satisfy them. 

HU:-I. l\lR. SEYJlOUR-:Uy hon. friend 
is greatly mi,taken. If my han. fdend is to 
be one of the life members uudlr the Feder
ation, he would not require so much to satisfy 
them. 

lIox. ~l R. C A JlPBELL-l\Iy hon. friend 
is altogether too fast. I do not look forward 
tu auy such thil,g. 

HUN. ,.IR. SJ<:Y~lOUR-,\[y hon. friend 
has the power in his hauds; but if he does 
not desire the honur, of course he can avoid 
its being thrust upon him. But my han. friend 
could not for a moment go before his con
stituents-and he represents a constituency 
wh,ch for intelligence is second to none in 
Upper qanada-and tell them that they are 
to contnbute to the revenue of the Confede
ration in proportion to their import duties
tha~ tbe.v are to contribute according to 
thel~ wealth~and that. they are only to 
r~oelve back In proportIOn to their popula
tIOn-that largely as they contribute, the 
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return will only be the same as to tbo fisher
men and lumberers who form the floating 
population of the Lower Provinces, and cany 
so large a majority u! he has named with 
him. A doctrine such as this is any thinp: but 
conservatives. I wOClld submit to any tbing 
rather than vote for such a scheme. \Y ere 
I to support it in its present sbape I should 
consider myself us betraying tbe witness of 
my country. Hon. gentleman are of course 
entitled to their own opinions in this matter j 
but these are mine, and I shall continue to 
maintain and uphold them. I as!ert that the 
amendment of my hon. friend for delay is a 
just and reasonable one, and I cannot see 
how it can possibly be objected to in a 
matter of this importance, where the dearest 
interests of tbe wbole country are at stake, 
and where we are legislating not for ourselves 
alone but for future generations. Such 
being the importance of the measure, I 
cannot conceive how hon. gentlemen can 
vote against so reasonable a proposition. 
(Rear, hear.) 

RON. MR. FERGUSSON BLAIR-I 
seek for information from the Hon. Commis
sioner of Crown Lands, as to the scheme 
respecting the local legislatures. Did I 
understand my hon. friend to say that it 
would not be suhmittod to the present 
Parliament? 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-It i.~ so in
tended. 

HON. Mr. FERGUSSON BLAIR-I 
also understood my hon. friend to say that 
before the House pronounced upon the 
general scheme of Federation, it would not 
be proper to submit the sheme for the looal 
legislatures. I cannot see the force of 
that. But still I will not raise that as an 
objeotion to proceeding with the present 
scheme. 

RON. Mr CAMPBELL-Perhaps my 
hon. friend from Brock is right in the view 
he takes. But it was throught by the 
Government that it would be premature to 
brinD' in the sheme for the local govern
ments until it was seen whether Parliament 
was in favor of t~se resolutions. 

BON. Mr. FERGUSSON BLAIR-But 
many members of this House, before making 
of their minds as to how they ought to vote 
on the resolutions, would like to be informed 
as tu the nature of the local scheme, which 
is to have such an important bearing on the 
question at issue. 

RON. Mr. CAMPBELL-The Parliament 

of the country will have the fullest opportu. 
nity of pronouncing upon it. 

lION. Mr. Sli\lPSON-When? 
lION. MR. CAMPBELL-After these 

resolutions have been passed. We thought 
it wali unnecessary for us to giv,' our atten
tion to the local constitutions f"l' Upper and 
Lower Canada unt.il wo had ascertained 
whether Parliament was in favor of Federal 
tion. That ascertained, we shall feel it our 
duty to give our minds to the preparation of 
the scheme for the constitutions of the two 
provinces; and these constitutions will be 
laid before Parliament. 

BON. MR. ROSS-I do not know what 
the views of the Government may be upon 
this point, but it seems to me that it would 
have been an extraordinary proceeding had 
they brought down at this juncture the 
proposed constitutions for Upper and Lower 
Canada. There may be a great difference 
of opiuion arise as to the constitutions 
proper to be proposed for these provinces; 
and it is quite possible that thcse differences 
may occasion the withdrawal of some 
members of the Governmeut. (Cries of 
" hear, hear.") Hon. gentlemen cry" hear, 
hear." But I say that such may possibly be 
the case. And it would be absurd and 
impolitic for the Government to throw the 
country in a state of coufusion as regards 
the sheme for the local legislatures if they 
failed in carrying the resolutions here sub
mitted. Hon. gentlemen will see that they 
would be unworthy of the position they hold 
wcre they to do so. I am not sure whether 
I understood my hon. friend to say that the 
scheme for the local legislatures would be 
brought down on the passing of these reso
lutions. I hope that I misunderstood him, 
because I think we should wait the result of 
the action of the Lower Provinces. We 
should see if Federation succeeds there, 
inasmuch as in case of its failure in the 
Lower Provinces, even if we adopt the reso
lutions here, the arrangement would not go 
into effect, and we would be plaoing the 
country in a state of turmoil and confusion 
in discussing measures which would be 
altogether unnecessary. We ought, it seems 
to me, first to carry out this arrangement as 
far as it is possible to carry it, and if we 
can secure the assent to it of the two larger 
provinces below, there will be a reasonable 
certainty of the scheme being effected. And 
then, and not till then will the proper time 
arrive for the discussions of the f'roposed 
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Constitutions of Upper and Lower Canada. 
I am perfectly amazed at the proposition 
of my hon. friend (Hon. Mr. FERGUSSON 
BLAIR). because he is friendly to these 
resolutions, and gave us the expression 
of his views thereon in an admirable 
manner at the opening of the debate. I say 
that tho hon. gentleman should desire to 
have the scheme for the local legislatures 
quoad this project is beyond my compre
hension. 

HON. MR. FERGUSSON BLAIR- I 
r think it is only reasonable that as hon. gen

tlemen argue, they should see before voting 
for or against Federation what are tha pro
posed constitutions for the local legisla
tures. (Hear, hear.) 

HON. MR. CAMPBELL-My hon. friend 
should add this to the reflection-that at all 
events hon. members will ha';'e a full oppor
tunity of pronouncing upon it. 


