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OCCASION OF THIS TRACT. 

BELo.NGlNG-originally to the United Secession· Church of 
Scotland, and more recently !o the old school General Assem­
bly of the United States, the writer joined the Presbyterian 
Cburch of Canada ih 1845,-assured by his friends in this 
connexion, \yho encouraged his accession, that as they had 
existed oh1y a year as a distinct body, their eeclesia1'ltieal 
constitution was by no means matured, and that their desire 
was to form a Presby~erian Church adapted to the Province, 
without anyneeessary connexion with Foreign Churches, and 
to be organized in full ac.cordance with the Word of God,-in 
seeking to attain whichth.eywere pleased to say it would give 
them pleasure to have his counsel and co-operation. Bef.Qrt 
this, he had all along stated. to them that he was a Voluntary, 
a Sc:riptural Voluntary,~ oppo:>ed to all civil establishments of 
religion, and to the very principle of an establishment, and that 
he doubted whether they would admit him .. Yet he was en­
couraged to make application, and_assured of beillg received. 
On meeting the Presbytery, !lnd being asl,ed what his view!! 
were on the Voluntary question, he frankly confessed tl18t he 
was a Voluntary; and on conversing more fully on this subject, 
he found it nec_essary on being pressed with some n!ce distinc­
tions which he did not then, and does not yet, fully understand, 
to state, that" if the Presbytery could not receive him as he 
was, and had been for nearly thirty years,he must be contented 
to remain without." The Presbytery unanimously agreed to 
r~ceive him, proposing, however~ to €xpress that a difference 
existed between tbeir views and his Oil this point, at the same 
time politely and deliCately asking if such notiee in their 
Minutes would be agreeable to himse!f, alleging that they 
thought it-.vould, to which he cordially as~ented. It was 
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therefore stated in the Records of Presbytery that he differed 
somewhat from them "as to the duty of nations and govern· 
ments as tEl the support of the Gospel,"-that is, as he under­
!'tood that the Presbytery. thought it the duty ot nations and 
governments to sur port the Gospel by their secular funds, but 
he thought it not their duty,-thus supposing that views on 
either side of the CivIl Establishment question were to be no 
terms of ministerial fellowship in this Church; and he has 
often, by \vord and letter, in order to vindicate his brethren 
from what he thought groundless aspersions, extolleGi them for 
this exercise of Christian €harity and forbearance to one of 
Voluntary sentiments, and held it up as a proof that practically 
speaking there is nothing in the constitution of this Church to 
prevent a union with all Evangelical Voluntaries. 

On being inducted to his present charge in April, 1846, the 
writer, as a matter of cour~e, took exception ~o those parts of 
the Cqnfession of Faith which teach, or may be supposed to 
teach, intolerant and p~rsecuting principles in religion,-aoi-­
ding, as conscientiously bound, by his original ordination 
engagements, the free, yet reasonable permiss~on to do which 
was a further confirmation of his opinion, that there was 
nothing in the terms of mi nisterial fellowshi p t@ be recognised 
in this Church which could prevent union with. all Presbyterian 
Ministers of similar views. In this he was ~till more c()n~rmed, 
by the fact that a negotiation was in progress, which has been 
conducted now for _more than three years, with the United 
Presbyterian Chmch in Canada with a view to un;on. For aU 
the world knows thatlhat Chureh has set the example toChris­
tendom of direct and determined hostility to civil establishments 
of reJigiotl in every form; so that if the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada were in earnest in seeking an honourable union 
with that b0dy of Christians, they certainly kn·ew that this 
eould never be accomplished but on the prine.ipleof mutual 
forbearance on the establish ment question, which it is believed 
if fully analysed, will be seen to be the only sllbject'of difference 
between the two Churches. Of this our Tract, we hope wiil 
·afford suffcient pro-of. ' 



PREJIACE. 

In tIle circumstances mentioned, it ~ppeared· to the writer 
rather ungracious that at the meeting of Synod in June, 1848, 
even before the Report of the Union Committee was given in, 
resolutions were passed-passed precipitantly, and by a new 
form of process printed for the consideration of members after 
they were passed, which preclude the likelihood of union with 
the United Presbyterian Church; and he was sorry, as well as 
astonished, to find that the members of Court seemed to be so 
far left to themselves as afterwards to el,evate some points of 
very "doubtful disputation" into terms of ministerial fellow­
ship. From the resolutions referred to he could not but dissent, 
and that very decidedly, as otherwise he would have been 
compromising principles in which the longer he lives he sees 
the more rea san to be confirmed. 

When the report of the Union Committee was given in, he 
deeply regretted to find that it seemed to be accompanied and 
followed by such misrepresentation, ridicule, and even carie-a­
ture of views on Divine Truth, which he holds to be sacred 

-and Scriptural, and which are hallowed in his earliest associa­
tions, as made him feel it necessary agai11 to make a stand by 
dissenting from a motion approving of sentiments all resolvable 
into the Civil Establishmentprinciple, on which the Synod, he 
thought, with more zeal than wisdom had committed them­
selves, and a concurrence in which he felt would have been 
a departure on his part from the principles. avowed hy him on 
his accession to this Church, and at his induction, as well as 
from what he humbly though fully believes to be agreeable to 
the Word of God. In reference to these dissents, he ought 
to have had credit in the Court for acting conscientiously; and 
his ·o\vn Presbytery, he e-onceives, from the very terms of his 
connexion . with their Church,. might have felt themselves 
bomid to protect him in the exercise of his ministerilll freedom. 

The Synod before if broke· up considered it neces~a:ry to 
appoint the Presbytery of Hamilton to ascertain. the writer's 
views on the point.sin whieh he differs, or is supposed to 
differ, from his brethren. But by this time he hud returned 
home, or he would have protested against this appointment; 

.A" 
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his own Presbytery being incompetent, seeing they had· admit­
ted him on his own principles, and therefore that the whole 
blame, if blame there be, ot his connexion with this Church 
lies with this Presbytery. Hthe Synod will look to the history 
of the Church of Scotland sixty years back, when it could not 
be compared with themselves in purity of attainment, they will 
find a case somewhat in point, wherein the Assembly r~buked 
at their bar a Presbytery for ordaining a Minister who ha:d nei­
ther subscribed the Confession of Faith nor the .Formula. 
Now, as the writer has done neither, it must be, in the first 
instance, at least, with the Presbytery of Hamilton that the 
Synod have to deal; and if afterwards they propose to him 
what was done to the non-conforming Minister referred to, the 
writer's course will be perfectly clear. In the meantime, their 
own Presbytery of Hamilton have placed him beyond the reach 
of their own and the ·Synod's jurisdiction in every thing con­
nected with the question of Establishments, or power of the 
Civil Magistrate in matters of religion. The writer, however, 
from deference to the Synod's appointment, endeavoured to 
present his views to the Presbytery. But as foul' of the five 
questions proposed to him there, are so intricate and vague, 
and might be answered either in the affirmative or negative, 
according to the meaning attached to the words, and have little 
or no reference to the subject of difference, it is not wonderful 
that his answers are not satisfactory. This he considers a 
proof of what he still believes, that the difference:between hirri- • 
self and them, nay, between the United Presbyterian Church 
and them, arises in a great measure from the different meaning 
attached to the same words and phrases. . 

On the whole, it would be 'veIl for the Synod to pause before 
they push this controversy about the Magistrate's power. It 
would be well for them to imitate some of the American 
Churches, by dropping the suhject altogether. Our brethren 
there~nd no difficulty on such points. Ask a citizen of the 
the U,mted ~tates if Civil Rulers acting in the discharge of their 
p~~uhar dutIes are ?ound to make a (ormal and official r~cog­
mtlOn of the authonty of Revelation, and he is at no loss to' 
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answer the question. He will tell you that the Magistrate is 
bound by his oath to execute the laws of the State. Ask him 
if Civil Rulers are bound to aekriowledge Christ as having 
supreme authority over them, and to seek acceptance in the 
performance of their duties by prayer offered through Him as 
the only Mediator. He will tell you that the Magistrate has 
nothing to do in his official character but to execute the laws of 
the State, to which he is solemnly bound. Ask him if Civil 
Rulers are bound to recognise the Sabbath as an institution of 
Divine obligation, and to prevent its open desecration. He 
will tell you that if the State says he is to put down Sabbath 

. desecration, to put down cursing and swearing, to provide what 
is thought sound education for youth, and to suppress open 
immoralities, then, and only then, he is bound to do it. For 
the State is his only immediate tribunal as a Magistrate, and 
he is to do as it directs. 

All this our good friends of the Presbyterian Chul'(:h will 
sartends to infidelity with a witness. No such thing, the 
American will say. The Magistrate has the triLunal of God 
to answer at, like other men; but that is his own matter. If 
the State requires him to do any thing contrary to God's Word, 
he should decline being a Magistrate, or if the State omits any 
thing which he thinks should be done, he should refuse to be 
a Magistrate. Reform the State, promote Christianity, bring 
all.the people undel' the influence of Divine Grace,-let the 

_ Ministers do this, leaving off from their quarrels about the 
Magistrate's power, and thus as religion . advances will the 
State require of their Magistrates ·toregulate their measures 
and laws, and to conduct their whole administration, as they 
certainly ought, according to the principles of the Word of God. 
Our Synod will perplex themselves with endless difficulties 
unless they let these questions alohe.God's holy law is uni­
versally binding; but it is the subjeets as well as the Magis­
trates who should study to attain a universal conformity to that 
perfect standard. All questions on this subject resolve them­
selves into on@ :-1s it the duty of Magistratel:l as well as sub. 
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jects to be Christians 1 And to this there can be but onet 
ar:swer, for this is douutless the duty of all men. 

The writer believes that he may have mistaken or misre­
presented some views of his brethren. If so, it is without 
design, and he will be happy to be corrected, and will meet in 
the Christian spirit those who point out mistakes with meek­
ness and love, and withont bitter acrimony and angry words. 

The subject i:s handled generally. There are docllmenJs 
and facts which he reserves till he sees what course may be 
followed by the Synod and by himself . 
. Some of his brethren have acknowledged that the subject 

of this Tract is new to them, and that they wish to study -it. 
Othel'R have acknowledged the sentiments here presented to 
be their own; and it it not to be doubted that a great propor. 
tion of the laity will respond to .them, and will see that they 
are sentiments which are not only thoroughly Scriptural, but 
rapidly gaining credit ill the religious public, and are likely 
soon to regulate the movements and decide the destinies of 
the Christian world. 

The Presbytery are pleased to call the subjeet discussed the 
writer's cause. But he refuses this as too great an honour. 
Were it so, he could not justify himself in giving publicity to 
his sentim~nts. It is the cause of Christ, and its triumph is . 
necessary for the peace, purity, progress, and glory of the 
Church; and if this Tract is the means in any degree of re­
moving preju,lices and misconceptions which have been too 
long cherished, and throwing light upon an important branch 
of Divine Truth, and of producing a better understanding 
among those who should walk together as brethren his labours 
will be abundantly rewarded. ' . 

CALEDONIA; 1st June, 1849. 
A. F. 



THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

IN commenting on the inspired aecount of the Tower of .J3abeI 
th~ worthy Matthew Henry remarks, that those unhappy 
controversies, which are strifms of werdniod arise from our 
m~understanding of one another's language, may be owing to 
the confusion of tongues by which God puni$hed the aUdacity 
and pride of the post-deluvian generation. It would be well 
to enquire how far this may be the case with regard to..some 
religious difference among ourselves. In particular we have 

. often thought with Professor Esson,jn his communication to 
the-.;yiissz-onary Record, for January, ''that in tht} discus&ion 

- which has arisen out of the pr@jected union between the 
-United Presbyterian Church of Canada and Ollr own, there is 
much misrepresentation of each others views, and that the 
actu~l amount of difference between the two parties is not 
quite so formidable as it seems." -

It was simply Rome judicious remarkS in the same commu­
nication about obscurity of statement by contending parties, 
arising out of, the imperfection of language, oceasioning 
apparent differences clf sentiment where there may be none, 
and by no means any wish to irritate or expose, that suggested 
the title of this tract as appropriate. 

Some of the pfOfessor's views on the headship of Christ 
over the nations appear ttJr us to be - more remote from recent 

-deliverances of the SIJprerne Court df the Presbyterian Chur€h 
of' Carmda than any of ol:lr~, yet, we are of his benevolent 
opinion that wel'e it not for the imperfection .of human lan­
glAage we might" see eye to eye.q 
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U nIess, therefore, the Synod can furnish a more et~ere~l 
mode of communic'ltion than is now emp10yed, we fear )t wIll 
be a vain attempt to endeavor to bring us all to their se~timents 
on the points of difference. How necessary, espeCIally no 
unessential mlltters, and how valuable is that charity which 
"beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth aE things, 
endllreth all things." . . 

The civil establishment question, however, we suspect, IS 

the only Tower of Babel, the only grand cause of confusion 
in the hl'lguage of Evangelical Presbyterians. ~ The princi~ 
pIe of a civil establishment of religion, in particular, notwith­
standing all that mo.y be said to the contrary, is the only" bone 
of contention" between the Presbyterian and. United Presby:­
terian Churches in Canacia,by which strife is engendered and 
union prevented. Yes, the only real- or ostensil;le difference 
respects the la wfuJne~s of the civil endowment of t.he church, 
or in other words the power of the Civil Magistrate in matters 
of religion. It is only this, we are glad to say, (and who 
5hould not forbear on this 1) it is no diff .. rence on the great es­
sential doctrines of grace, that prevents these churches from 
uflltl1'lg. ThiR is abundantly evident from the faet that all the 
queBtions which have been started, throughout the ncgotiatiems 
have reftlrence to the magistrate's power in matters of religion, 
anu are rgsolvable into this Civil Establi~hillent principle, 

But as it is well known that the endowment of religion is 
not so much as mentioned in the Confession of Faith, we con­
sider the subject one of fair and even necessary mutual for .. 
bearance among the Ministers and Member$, at any rate, of 
those churches whi.Gh support themselves by t.hmir own free.: 
contributions. It was on this account that we conceived our-' 
s-elves to b~ in no danger of coming into collision with brethren, 
by the subject becoming a matter Synodical action: we regret 
as well as wonder to find it othen'Vise. The ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada mav hold the establishment 
principle; they ha ve a right to do s~; W8 give them credit. 
for sincerity in doing so, and knowing that this has been the 
opinion of most of them we respect them for conscientio:1sly 
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adhering to their convictions, and never-would have felt our­
selves eaUed to break th~ silence W(i) have hith@l'tci maintain­
ed on the question, and to oppose them, although we consci­
entiously believe they are ih fnror, had they been lIatisfied 
with holding this principle as .their private opinion. But the 
matter assumes a Vel'y different aspect when, by judicial acts, 
they introduce peculiar views of thIs description into their 
public documents and pass them into the law of their church. 
This is what those venemtedfathers, f),om whom they boast_ 
to be descended., never did,~this is certainly" pushing ttHlir 
principles to an unwarrantable length": at t.he very iea8t, unless 
brethren, who have been admitted on professing a satisfactory 
conformity to the Westminster standards, and especially with 
the exceptions they consider necessary for maintaining a good 
cons(',ience, have unrestrained freedom to 6xoneratethemselves 
by dissent and protestation, such proced11re would app-ear to 
us to be very arbitrary, to be a glaring. reduction to practice, 
.in a different form~ of intolerantpniJciples, like those from 
which. we dissent, and to be altogether incon&ii:;tent \vith " the 
meekne~s and gentli:lll€ss of Chri~t." 

We gofutther back than to our reforming fathers: so Iong 
as the primitive, c.hmch adh_ertld to the simplieity of the apos­
tolic model it remained united; its divisions began and in­
croased With its contro~er.ies, often about words to no profit. 
God, indeed over-ruled rnuQh that was .evil for the spread of 
the. gospel, and d(iring the,fit(9t three centuries, bef0re the state 
began "to corrupt byfiatterie$," the christian church, "the 
word of the Lord grew and multiplied," and according to the 
p,fopheticdescriptiq,I}, of that pl:lriod, the rider Oil the white 
~ors~, Hwent forth oonquerihg and to conquer." It is true 
there were'corruptions in the visible chul'ch during these early 
times, and it would ,be wrong to suppose that the civi1e~tab­
lishtnimt of l'llligion,- by'Constantine, .originated all the Clepar­
tures frem the apostolic model, it is cert,ain, however, tp,at 
corruptions of a ne\vand mote formidable kind were .introducod 
Wlt~ the rider on th!3 ,tid horse, when by the great sword 
which was given him christianity was incorporated with the 
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Roman Siate/ and there is not a doubt flat this unhallowed 
un,ion was the cause. Chiefly was it f@und, that by thus le­
galizing christianity, the professing ministers of the gO!lp~1 be­
came ambitious and worldly mindad, and that multitudes 'of the 
people, who had no knowledge of christianity, and no love ,to 
Its doctrines and duties, crowded into membership with the 
church. It was in this arrangement that" the mystery of in­
iquity" was Im'Hlght in to shape, and it was in the prograss of 
this system that it at length reached its hideous maturity. The 
influence of this dark, cl)mplicated, and malignant craft of" the 
",ick61d one," has pervaded the Nations of Christendom, and 
haSl been transmitted to our own times; and some of the evils 
which preceded or have foJ\o..yed in its,train, ale only begin­
ning to be discerned by portions of the christian church :-gf 
these "vt!l reckon the civil establishment of religion as not the 
16ast, for there is every f(ilaSOn to believe that it is only WRen 
there shall be an utter extinction @f this civil @stablishmentof 
religion that the latttH day's glory shall be introduced. 
These establishments form barriers teit now which cannot be 
surmounted but must be all removed, that, as in the primitive 
ages of the gospel, "the Word of the Lord may have free course 
and be ~lol"ified." It is whsn the system of secularized reli­
gion, which civil establiBhments introduced in the fourth cen­
tury and which have been cherished in some qnarters ever 
since, 1>re finally abolished,-it is when Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen, that the voice shall be heard proclaiming fnom 
heaven "the kingdoms of this world are bocome the kingdom 
of our Lord, and of his Christ, and be shall reign forever Qnd 
over." 

We would not draw a comparison between the building of 
the Tower of Babel,of old,and the establishment of the christian 
religion by state endowments. In several respectll!, however, 
it cannot be denied that a striking re$emblance might be traced. 

*' The Author holds the opinion that the first Seal includes the first 
three centuries, and that the secGmd, commences with the Emperor 
COllstantine's unwarranted interfeIence With the .Church. , ,. . 
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Like that ancient edifice, the establishment of j'eligion ~y civil 
law it a human device having no countenance .in tbe revealed 
will .of GOlb Like that edifice, whose top was to reach unto 
heaven, the civil etilablisllment of religion proposes what i13 im~. 
p;racticable without endangering or destf<lIying the purity of-the 

'church,--':'propos6s to give it worldly magnlficence, raising it 
above the .silpposed cilsualties of Christ's promised provisions, 
antl.givingit the alleged securities of human lcgi",lation. That 
ancient euifice was ~ contrivance ifltended to. concenlrate the. 
lJopulation of the earth in O'1e locality, anu thus to prevenOhe 
accomplishment of God'~ purpose that every region should be 
replenished with the race of man.-Est.ablishments of l'eligton 
have an innate tenuency, as c(luld be easily provel}, to confine 
christianity to the country where this ::lc+H~me of civil law is 
adopted, and to. prevent, a~ they actually have in a great mea­
sure prevented, the following out of the Saviour's commission' 
to .his discipl@s to go into all the world, :and preach the g05pel 
to ·every creature. The Tower of Baol;l[ was never com­
pl .. te~, never xeached that pinnacle of glory which was pro­
p0sed, but was ai:rested in its progress, thmugh the divine pro;, 

,vidence, thatthe race of man might be dispeued over the. earth, 
notwithstanding this arrogant attempt to prevent it: so estal:­
lis·hments of religion by civil law have never sllcceeded, never 
reached their ·end, never pervaded the christian world, or 
aven united any 1'>0l'tion of- it in christian fellowship. Gcd 
in his pruvidence made this measure, whert first adopted, 
the very means of scattering his faithful seryants, ofdispen;ing 
6em over distant countries beyond the range of the Roman 

. Empire, and oCearrying the gospel in its. purity. from the 
centl al parts. ,of the earth, where it was now cOlTtipted, to 
far_,distan~ lands, where it was pf(1~gated with success; -SO' 

that as ancient Babel· was foHo,wed by theconfouncling of 
language: al14 the s(~att~nQg of men over the face of the earth, 
so the. civil establisbrnent of religion has ever harl,a dividing 
and disile.rshlg influence. Nothing hasJended more to separate 
the people of God from ea~h (,'lther than the civil estahli~,hl.nent. 
of christianity, !llthough, it i:il remarkable enough that, lrke tbe 

::B 
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Tower .of Babel, it was inten(lea. by men to hav@ the very .op~. 
posite effect. It is even worthy of notice that the same effect 
haa f@llowed the civil establishment .of religion in every partic­
ular countr.y where it has been adopted, even in Scotland itself, 
where this scheme has existed and still exists in the mildest 
form, it never united the population. One. Secession after 
another has takp,n place till now the great majority in Scotland 
are separated frum what is called the National Church, and 
till that establishment of religion, (the best still upon earth,) 
has been termed by Dr. Chalmers" a nullity," and, according 
to Dr. Burns, " may be dispensed with to-morrow." 

Having made these observation~ we dismiss the figure, as 
unnecessa~y to our object, and proceed to thli: important sub-
ject we propose to examine. -

The visible church is still divided into many sections. There 
is, however, a twofcild division of it, into those who favour and 
those who oppose its legislative support, which is more and 
more deveioping itself. The former seem to be rapidly losing 
ground, thE! latter are as quickly increasing their ranks; but, 
the parties are yet sufficiently matched for direful strife and 
the struggle may be long and desperate. Th@ iSEua remains with 
God, yet, judging from the events of providence, not to speak 
of the records of SCFi pture, the final result may almost even 
now be determined. This is as the field of Armageddon, as th@-
gathering to the battle of the great day of God :Almighty. -
- In this struggle of principle the whole christian world is in-~ 

terested and neither any christian nor any church should_ re­
main neutral. At reese nt, indeed, some churches seem dis-pos.: 
el to occupy something like a middle position, they condemn 
alJ 0xi~ting establishments of religion, but will not repudiate 
the principle itself, which they conceive may, in some circum­
a·tances, be lawfully reduced to practice; they cannot; ftee: 
themselve~ of the fop-d conceit that the civil magistrate has 
some offiCIal duty to perform, or some province assio-ned:him in­
the christian church. This mi c:l dIe position, howe~er, is alto­
~e~her ano,?al?l1s and untenable: it is without solidity: l'ather,: 
It 1& no pOSitIOn ataH but a state-j.n which there must be a shift-
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ing and vibrating till one or other of the opposite parties in the 
g~eat struggle be. embraced. Our brethren of the churches re­
ferred to. 'professedly lean to the one side, and practically lean 
to the ather •. Their prejudices, which it iSJ10t wonderful they 
,cannot surmount at once, hind them to the establishment prin­
ciple. To the voluntary or anti-establishment principle, which 
they have always mistaken and do not yet recognise in its scrip­
tural simplicity and purity, their own christian worth and their 
honourable ecclesiastical schemes and enterprises, there is 
every reason to think, are fast bringing' them over, and will 
lIoon produce a perfect reconciliatLon. 

We propose to examine with calmness and candour, and on 
scriptural gre>unds, this one subject of the lawfulness of the 
civil endowment of the church, or otherwise, the power of the 
civil magistrate in matters of religion, which is the only sub­
ject in which we cannote-o-operate, even in theory, with 
,christian bn~thren whelm we sincerely love, and \-vho, we rue 
persuaded, are earnestly seeking, and will yet find on this as 
on other points, "the truth as in Jesus:" and ahhough we do 
not expect they will be hrought to our views at once, yet we 
are hopeJul they will cease to misrepresent them, and that by 
11 candid and deliberate examination they will find that between 
themselves and those whose ~entiments they have long misun­
derstood, and much perverted, the differences are greatly in 
words and parases, to which the poverty of human language 
often leadiS us to attach different shade~ of meaning. In con­
ducting this enquiry, however, we wish it to be distinctly un­
,!olerstood that we speak the sen1iments of no man, and of no 
'body of men, but only those for which we are ourselves fe-
sponsib1e. ' . 

In the sequel it is proposed to show, First, that exceptions 
·iaken to the Confession of Faith, regarding the magistrate's 
·power in, matters of religion, are reasonable andner-essaey, 
Secondly, ~hat current cahlmnies against those who: talte'these 
exceptions are groundless!ipd falsg, Tbirdly, that the civil es­
tablishmentof religion, which the power assigned to, the ma­
gistrate in the. Westminster CQnfessionmay warrant tr.ough it 
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does not presrribe, is, in principle' as well as practice, unj,u~t 
and unscripturnJ, and, Fourthly, that the~efenc~ of the cIvil 
establishment principle·, from the powerasslgneo. !O the confes.,. 
sion to the magistrate in matters of religion, is dishonoring to 
the royal p'rerogatives of Christ. 

PART FIRST. 

Exceptions taken to the Confes$w(L of Faith, respectmii the 
power of the Civil JvJagist70 ates in matters of Relifion, 
are reasonable an·d necessal°Y. 

"Nevel' perhaps," it was remarketl by a venerated futher 
in the church, " were there more excellent summaries of relig,. 
ious truth than the expository Standartis of the Church of 
Scotland; the Shorter Catechism, the bestofthe whflle, sta'lus 
high in the first rank of human compositions in the r~ligious 
world: for orthodoxy, for compression, for comprehension, for 
argument and perspicuity, it is a system of divinity seron.d to 
.none.",;, It would b@ presumptuous, however,to suppose. that 
lhese composition:; are .faultless .. fQr as "humanum est'ermre," 
thi\! ean be true of no .book except the sacred volume. But 
it, is to nothi,r.g that can be eorrsidered of vital importance, it is 
.only to certain views respecting the powers of the civil ma­
gistrate, in mallers of religion, into which the compilers, from 
the spirit of the age in which they ,,:rote, were unwittingly 
misled, that exceptions have all along anu. should still be taken 
by a!lconsistentand enlightened Pre~byteioian:s who recognise 
the Westminster nocumer.ts ROl thein standal'd.· The Ameri­
can Presbyterians, affoding a very extensive proof of the ob­
noxious nature of sueh views, go the length of expunging the 
pas$ageseontaining them from their editions of the work.W e 
prefer th~ plan of those S(;otch 'Presbyhlrian~ who retain the 
whole confession as a sacred monument of the: erudition, piet'£ 
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zeal, and attainments of their venerated reforming ancestors, 
but note distinctly to what extent and in what particulars they 
dissent from their sentiments. Although some denominations 
in doing this may proceed farther-than others, It is certainly 
mattero! gratitude to God that these standards are so sound on 
vital points that all denominations or-Presbyterians recogni~e 
them as presenting substantially the exposition of their creed. 

T:tere are some, indeed, who, probably from an undue ven­
eration for the composition, and for the men who produced it, 
have regarded the Conlession of Faith as a perfect book, and 
have been almost ready to put it in place ofscripture and to re­
quire an unqualified assent to all its details. This must always 
arise from some interpretation of their own which they force 
upnn the words, for we can ~lardJy believe that any person 
who understands the language, is impartially acquainted with 
the history of the period, and regards his Bible as the supreme 
fountain of christian truth, can be honest and conscientious 
in assenting to "the whole doctrine contained in the Confes­
,£lion of Faith." 

This disposition to cling implicitly and dogmatically to every 
. iota in the Confession may arise, from a commendahle dread /0£ 

innovation, and a. sincerity of zeal to be faithful to Christ, like 
our reforming fathers; but it is to be ,lamented that this just 
yet unduly cherished verieration for men who, though axe.el­
lent, "were compassed with infirmities," and fOl' measures 
which, though unexceptionable as to design, were sometimes 
unsounclm character, has mLleh retarded the progrei!s of the 
Christian Church. There were two things always kept in view 
by the eariy Reformers,-firdt, they determined through grace, 
to hold Jast what they had already attained; and secondly, 
they resolved to go forward in the great work, by availing 
t-hemselves of every favourable opportumtyrfor this purpose., 
till t'he Church had attained complet.e Scriptural simplicity and 
purity. It iii to bef@ared that at too early a stage some por­
tions oftheChllfch, conceived that they:" had already attained, 

-and were already perfect," and that then their zeal cooled; 
and lib th,e ISl'aelittls of old, who did notaltogither drive out 

B" 
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theNations from Canaan, they settled down, in ecelesiastical 
rest, before tney were purged from corruption~, and had reached 
that Scripture-~tandard which is attainable, and which should 
still be sought even in this rmper/ect world. . 

On impartial inquiry it would be found that both the firgt 
and the second. reformations in Scotland, were checked by the 
anti-Chrii!tian principle of State-Gonnexion, and more particu­
larly that the endowment of the Church by the State, 011 its. 
hll.vinO' its constitution and creed ratified by civil law', was the 
true, if not the only reason, of its slopping short in following 
ont its noble maxim,-"The Bible is the religion of Protestants, 
and the text-book of the Presbyterian Church." 

The purity of the Church of Scotland has .baen always· 
stained from this cause, and it~ occasional elTorts:at reforCIwtion 
pa.ralysed and defeated, 

The excellent men forming the Free Church :eling to the 
principle of a civil establishment, and boast of being the same 
<1S when they were a constituent part of the National Church; 
but they will soon find that this will form an ele'ment of division 
among them, and will both weaken their influence, and stamp 
on them a sectarian character. 

The Secession Church of Scotland s~t out on the same prin­
ciple, in a great measure, without ad vetting to it ; and although 
their pNgl'eSS was great, because they were genuine friends oc" 
~hrist, and sought and obtained His blessing, yet they nevel' 
became prominent and influential till they returned to the gmnd 
prin~iple of thE! Reformation, and resolved, in seeking progress 
in it, to be guided wholly by the Word of God, and ,to proceed 
thus till their ecclesiastical constitution Shollld:reach, if possi. 
ble, the Apostolie model, " 

Perhaps the Presbyterian Church of Canada, sincere as they 
are in their endeavQurs to honour Christ, and advance His 

. cause, may not venture to disentangle themselves frGm their 
long and fondly cherished conceptions, in our view, having no 
foundation in Scripture, of Church and State connexion or the 
lawfulness of civil endowments of religion, before it b~ done' 
as we doubt not it will yet, ba done, by their protolypes 'i~ 
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Scotland, and may feel it their duty to be led rather than to 
lead ill tiD important a movement. "Ve can, however, con­
cei\'e no reason why they should not be sufficientJy faithful 
ami bolJ for this step, if they saw their way-clear, and thus 
have the honour of being fil'~t "to bring back the King" to 
entire au,l exclusive gov~rnment in His Church, and to over­
step these formidable barrien to spiritual freedom and progress; 
ant! certain we are ',hat, extending their influence so rapid:y 
in the Provincsas they are' doing, with views in which not a 
few of their Ministers, many of thoir other office-bcearers, ar.d 
multitudes of their peopl", are unable. to sympathise, their 
influence and progress as a Christian Church would be vastly 
incroosed were they to rBsolve to rest on no basis for every 
part' of whjch they could not plead and preilfnt the supreme 
authorify of the Word of God. It will come to this at length. 
May God hasten it in His time by a. large effusion of the en­
Jightening and. purifying influence of His :spirit. 

In the meantime. it i$ rather slepping before the Presbyterian 
Church to express OUl' views oftbose passl:!gesof the Confes­
sion where :ntolerant and per"secuting principles are taught, an d 
whieh, though we IAre told' "the subject of end9wments is-not 
so much as mentioned," yet assigns power3 to the Magistrate 
which wauld c,ertainly warrant him at any time· to .establish 
the Chufch by granting civil endowmentS; or even to turn on 
it the severities of civil pains and penaltie~ by wielding the 
sword 'of per~ecution. But as these passages must ever occa­
sion confusion and difficulty, and as an Ove:'ture for an unqua~ 
lified adherenclll to every iota in the standards, and of course 
in these, wal! introduced into th? Synod, anCI favourably reM 
ceived, and, especiaJlyas we were presented by the mover as 
thf;l'indirect cause of his Presbytery thinking such an Overture 
necessary, it is high time to speak plainly, and to point out 
specifically and fully those portions of the Confessi~n of Faith 
to which, in our view, no Scripturally enlightened Christian 
can give hill assent. . 

* Letter in Banner, by Dr, Buro5. 
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Far' be it from us to seek to impugn our excellent 8tandards.· 
It is only where they palpably contradict them8elve~ that we 
quarrel with them. We ,most faithful,ly hold bY,the standards 
of the Church, with the SIngle exceptIOn of the wtolerant and 
persecuting power which they assign to the civil Mag,istrate in 
matters of -religion, and as by some proe-es! of reasomng, to us 
altGgetbeJ; inexplicable, SDme friends of Ihe Establi:;hment 
Principle imagine that these standards assign no such power 
to him, which, if not.a begging of the question, seems to imply 
0. disapproval by them of lodging such power in his hands, let 
us hope that only a Tower ofEanel, only confusion in language, 
after all, only a differ@nee of words, is btltween the advoca~ea 
and the opponents of the Civil Establishment principle. In 
this case we shall have occasion to rejoice that our dissent is 
only from our oIVn int~rpretation of their sentiments, and not, 
at least, to any great extent, from the sentiments themselves. 

We shaH first of all ta).re notice of that passage in the Con­
fession to which exception is, 1fi some measure, allowed. It 
is the second paragraph of the thirty-first chapter:-

" As Magistrates may lawfully .call a Synod of Ministers, 
and other fit persOJ1s, to consult and advise with about matters 
of religion,-so if Magistrates be open enemies to the Church, 
the Ministers of enrist, of themselves, by virtue of their office, 
or they with other fit persons, upon delegation from their 
Churche!, may meet together in such assemblies." 

This sentence, as we are informed in the act ratifying the 
Confession, is only to be understood as referring" to Kirks not 
settled, or constituted, in point of g0vernment." But even 
after the exception taken to this article, it is defective, as it 
uflduly limits- the power of the office~b@arerl! of the Church,­
seeingit would appear from thi$ that unless the Magistrate be 
an enemy to religion, the Ministers, and other!!., in the circum­
stances suppotled, have no power to ass6mble by their own 
ccmsent, to consult about the interests (If religion:" But on this 
arlide we shall not dwell, as there i8 fal'more than enough in 

* This is just what the Civil Powers then wished) and what is 
ac.tually tbe case in England to tilla day 
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the other~ to be notice(l, and to which no ex'Ceplion is taken 
by the friends of the Establishment principle, to show to scru­
pulously and Qonourabl y co~scientious persons, the ne(',essity 
of receiving the Westminster Confe~sion with due limitations. 

· " . The next passage to be consid~red is thefoUl'th section of 
the twentieth chapter of the Confes~ion of Faith, where we 
find. the Magistrate armed with power not only ever the prac­
tice~,but o\'_er .the opiniontl of men :-

"They who, upon pretence of Chri:stian Liberty,sh.alI op­
,p~seany lawful power, er the lawful exercise of it, .-"hether it 
,be civil or e~clesiastical,Tesist ~he ordinance of God. .And 
:for their publishing of sllch opinions or maintaining of sllch 
prac.tiQ!'ls, as are contrary tv. the light of nature,or to the known 
principles of Christianity, whether concerning faith, worship. 

·01: .conversation; or tn the power of godliness; or sucherro-
neous opinions and pnwtices, as either, in thei! own nature, or 
in the manner of publishing or maintaining them, are de8truc­
tive to the e~te.rnal peace and order which Christ hath estab­
lished il').the :Church,-they may lawfully be called to acc/Hmt, 
and prQceeded ag\lin~t by the censures of the Church, and by 
.the power of the civil Magistratfil;'~ 

Irwe mistakenot the meaning.of words, it is here main­
tained to be the duty of the cjvil Magistrate -to. proceed against 

· those.who en:te.r!ain and propagate Pelagian, Socinian, Arian, 
and Arm,inian doctrine,s, whicaare contrary to. the knowll 

. principles. of Christianity ; and in conjunc,tion with the Church 
-theci'li! Magistrate is made the jndge of Christian doctrihe ; 
and the ,ChUfCh.is bound,lJY its cenaures, and the Magistrate 

,by COl1fQion, .to sllppre~s or prevent the publication of all sllch 
· opini.on~. Gladly would we see ullsuch sentiments discarded 
from ,society. by the: light .andpower of truth, and certainly 
those who hold them should be exalnded from communIon with 

.the Chu'rch, or fpfnsed a~mf~sion. But if those who, ullha p­
pily for 14.cmselv0s,enter.tain sue.h opinions are peaceable. and 
orderly members of civil society, what right has the Magistra1e 
to h):terfere 1 ',W)1'tt goo;l coull! be contemplated by~is inter­
ference 1 Would the au. vacates. of the Establis\lment prinoi-
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pIe have all per80riS holding such he,reti·cal sentIments surri~ 
moned to a civil Court, tried there, and according to Borne of· 
the passages of Scriptll1'e to support this paragraph of the 
Confe2sion of Faith, subje.Eted to impri$onment, confiscati(}n', 
banishment, 01' death, according to the d@gree of offence or 
danger attached to the respective sentiments 1 They should 
insist on this, as the clVil Magistrate's duty if they. adhere to 
"the whole doctrine contained in the Confession of Faith." 
Rut fill who know human naturl.1 might know that iAstead of 
tending to check th9 belief of such doctrines, it would only 
tend to ~'ivet and extend them, were the civil Magistrate to 
make any su,.,h ohtrusive, and DS we think, unlawful official 
interference, as i~ allowed by this part of the Wastminster 
Standards. But we tmppo'le the doctrine here is, with many 
of our friends, like the Establishment principle itself,-re­
nounced in pl'adice, and held only in theory. 

How contrary is this clgetrine of the Confession to its own 
sentiment, 80 clearly and beautifully expressed in a preceding 
pal agraph of the ~am€ chapter :-" God alone is Lord of the 
conicienee, and hath left it free from the doctrines and com­
mandments of men, which are in any thing contrary to His 
Word, or beside it, in matters of-faith and worship." Here 
we have sound doctrine; and it is quite preposterous to attempt 
to l'eeoneile to it the obnoxious passage ws have just noticed. 
In these dift'erent statements tile eompilers of the Confession 
palpably contradict themselves. 1<Ve keep by the last sentence 
ql1oted, as pre~enti~lg the real sentiment orthe excellent West­
minster As\!embly. \Vereject the other sentiments, as those 
which they resi~ted, but !'vhieh the State was so anxious to 
to i m flose, and so far Sllcceeded, in their attempt'! 10 enslave 
the Church, as to have ineorporated with the standards. 

Lastly, in the twenty-third chapter of the Confession we 
have doctrin~ ta\lght. whirh,. if.lan~uage have any meani~g, is 
utterly at vanance With Cllflsttan lIberty, and with the Word 
of God ;-

" The civillVIllgistrate may not aBSUlne to himself adminis­
tration of the W.ord and Sacraments, or the power of the keys 
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of the Kingdom of Heaven; yet 11e hath a'lithority, and itishis 
duty, to take order, that unity and peace be pres~rvedinth0 
Church, that the truth of God be kept pure, and entire, that all 
blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions afld 
abuses in worship and discipline pr6ventedor reformed, anlt 
aHthe ordinances of God duly settled, adUlinistered, and ob­
served ;f~l'the better effecting wht'reof; he hath power to c.ull 
SynoJI, to be ·present at them, and to provide that whatsoever 
is transacted in them be according to the mind of God." 
·~Ac,cording to this P\lragraph also the civil Magistrate is can· 
stituteathejudge of Christian dt'lctrine, and is bound to SUP') 
press every thing contrary to it., And from the passages whieh 
are adduced in proof, it appears that he io;. warrantee in ca!'es 
Oferl'Of, or supposed error, to inflict severe pains and penalties 
on those who in doctrine and 'practice oppose themselves to 
what il:! considered the true religion, and even in certain cast'e, 
as before, to inflict (he punishment of death. And in order 
that a11 this may be accomplilihed the more effectually, he is 
alilthorised in his official capacity to convene the Ecclesiastical 
Courts,-to sit in theIn,-and authoritatively, to control and 
regulate their procedUl'cs by what he considers the mind of 
God. It may h~ Mtieed, too, that by a strange perversion of 
Scripttlre, the demllnd of King Herod to know from the Priest... 
and;-~Sc'ribes of the Jews the place of Christ's birth, which leu 
on to the slaying of the innocent _children of Bethlehem, is' 
broughtililas .a proof of the Magistrate'15 right to see that every 
thing in the Chmch is transacted .according to the mind of 
God. 

Hthis paragraph of the Confession does not give the Magis­
tra'te an un warranted power in the Church, and does not teach 
corillHllsory anclpersscuting prihc~ples ; we know not in whilt 
other language any such prineiples cbultL be morest-rongly anti 
plain'!y in<iulcateu •. It is perfectabiilirdity to attetnpttoexplain 
away this pa.ragrap'h, or topnt other mear,ifl'g on t·he, phraseo­
logy fLibl'n what' it naturaUy, n,eeessarily, and pe.i"spjc~ou8Iy 
hear •. : And to this iIionstl'ou-s parAgraph, the true,'meamnl! of 
which no sensible· person can miStake, the· fciaRdi; of civil 
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eslablishmel,lts are required, and insist on requiring others,' to: 
give an unqualified, bonafide, assent,-without mental faser·, 
valion, or any limitation whatever. 

That the paragraph should give such power to the civil' 
Magistrate is less to be wondered at when we consider the 
politi('al views of the age in which the stanuards were written.; 
aljd soon afterwards, during the persecut:ng period, our/athers 
might have seen their sin in conJ5entingto gi ve such po.vel' to. 
the Magl~traie in mattgrs of religion, in the tyranny, oppres~. 
sion, and violence, which the ur'godly civil authorities mea­
sured out to the Church. But it is certainly most wonderful 
that men of enlightened }lie!y should he found willing to S~'Q. 
scribe to such sentiments now, or should for one m~mellt 
seek to defend them. The truth IS, as a brother remark's, 
" OUf worthy ancestors, clear ilr;d Scriptural as were their 
view? of doctrinal and practical Theology, Wel"e in the mi.~t 
when they approached this pulit:co-ecclesiasticallSubject ; and 
so it has been with all who have attempted to defend their 
views on this topic." 'Ve have often tried intlillligent strangers 
with this part of the Confession, to see what they thought of it, 
and even where they had never read it before, they hav\3uni­
formly pronounced it to be a plain and complete l$urrenderof 
tl.e freedom of the Church to the civil Magistrate. The pas-. 
sage, indeed, is one which canllot he otherwise explained. 
" Its terms," say" the eminent Dr. Wardla:w, " are too expicit 
fM that, and the texts of Scripture add ucedin proof of its dif­
ferent portions form too plain a commentary on the sense in 
which, by the original compilers, the terms were used to admit 
of that. Anyone who examines the different items of the 
power assigned in the Confe5lsion to the Magistrate, will be 
satil3fied that. if he were to exert his claim, and to insist on th!:) 
practical exercise of all the power that is there lodged in his 
hands, there would be found but little remaining Linder the 
term" the keys uf the Kingdom of Heaven," the right to 
which is by the article denied him. If the terms do not ex­
press ana~uthority in' sacris, I shall despair of ever under­
~ta;nding the. very plainest forms' ohpeech." 
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(jut this is nGt all, although it is much more than enough for 
honest minds, not biased by prejudice, torest their claim to 
take exception to this pass-age. Let ol!e sentence in the para­
grapb. gf the Confession immediately following be noticed;­
"Infidelity, or difference it) religion, doth not make TOld the 
Magistrate's just and legal-authority, nor free the people from 
their due obedience to him, from which ecclesiastical peroons 
are n0t exempted." N ow this sentiment is right as a general 
proposition But takiri-g it in the connexion it stands with the 
paragraph under consideration, it follows that the Arian, the 
Socinian, and even the infidel Magistrate, is to take order that 
unity and peace b@ preserved in the Church, that the Truth 
of Qod be kept pure and entire, and that every other part of 
I!piritual authority be exercisecl by him which the constructors 
andsupport€rs of the obnoxious paragraph prof/HiS to allow. 
And observe that to all this no exception is takefl. "We 
have here," says Dr. Wardlaw,-we like to quote from so 
grl"at an authority,-" the monstrous anomaly of an infidel 
Magistrate, invested formally with authority, and of course 
bf)und in duty to take charge of the unity and peace of the 
Ch,urch, of the purity and integrity of God's Word, of the sup­
pre6sion of blasphe!llies and heresies, of thu profanation or 
reformation of all corruptions and abuses in worship and disei­
plio"" and the due ~ettJement, administration, and observance 
o!'.all the ordinances of God. Really if our brethren are not 
themselves shocked and shaken by such an outrage on all the 
principles of reason, religion, and commGIl decency, they must 
be in possession af some modes of explanation of their own 
to which I am a stranger, and with which I have no desire to 
be famIliar.'" . 
. ' " Sach are tho~l!~ parts of our otherwise valuable standards to 
which the friends of the civil Establishment principle, even in 
iheni"n.eteenth century, seam determined to enforce ail unli­
rnXted and unqualified adherence, and for coolly subscribing to 
which the Presbytery of Hamilton hav~ ordered a copy: of the 
book to be pr0cured. But we SlIl.Opect they. will find th~mselves 
entailgled in difficuities,espotially when piOUS and enhghtenrd 

c 
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canuiuates for the Ministry ,- stuuents of discrimination and 
decision, make their appearance, and are .appointed to thadif­
ferent Presbyteries to be ta ken on trials for liccnc6i to preach 
tlEi. Gospel. And how will Ministers aad Sessions ac.! in fu­
tme, when conscientious and inttlligent laymen, chosen to the 
ElucrshiD anu Deacon~hip, as we are told has already hap­
pened,refLlse to assent" to the whole doctrIne of the Confes­
sion 1" Will tbey pas:! over or mQ(lify to suit the views of 
~llch candidates? They mllst uo it, as report says has been 
dvne already, in some case~, as well as in our own, or lose 
these honolli-abl y s.irllpLllous anu conseientious candidates; and 
if they refuse, their Ch 11l eh will soon be rent in sunder.' Some 
Ministers who have assented to "the whole doctrine of the 
Confession of Faitli," bllt whose views on the:se passages are 
nearly the same as our own, ·have tolLius·that they only ~­
sen ted accorJing to the way in which they rer,eived them; not 
in which the language might naturally be·construed,W·e have 
been told, altho'llgh \YO do not believe it true, that somt' who 
are- most strenUOllS in wishing to entorec upOn 'others these 
antiquated and anti-Christian notions on th€: Magistrate's power 
-in matters of religion, do not entertain them asthe'r own pri­
vate sentiments. All lhiR, no\vever, servesto shiHY that there 
-is something wrong, either in thes", parts of the standards, or 
in the constitution of some minds from which bette·r things 
might be expected. We have no hesitation insaying.thatthe 
error is in the 8tantlard,;, and that it ought to 'be re~tified by 
sueh limilati"ns in assenting to the Confession as will preserve 
unity among us all. 'j(. : " 

We WORld advi~e for the glory ofChr\st, the Church's Head, 
with which this malleI' might be shown to be closely connect­
ed, that sllch exceptiuns as tire ne<l.essary forthe sake bf con­
sistency, be alloweu in all cases. If the friends bf the: civil 
Establishment principle will not listen to candid and kind re­
monstrance in refuence to such an arrangemet;t, it w0uld be 
well that th~ civil.Magistr~te woulJ, once for all, accordingto 
the power gIven h1m, step Into the Church Courts, andrer-tify 
these -abuses nnd errors; and after that woulu act as Gallio 



T-HE TOWER. OF B.A:BEL~ 27 
did', whoeoldined his administration to civilmattrrs, of which. 
only he hn;d· the care, and vcryproperly refused to interfere 
asa 1VIngi~tl'ate with spiritual matt~r5,-in referenee to whjch 
itis·said in language as often miSin1:e.rpreted aaany principle 
of the opponents of ci viI Es(abli~hmentll, that he·" cared :for 

. none of these things."" 
But, not to dwell longer on this part of the Eubject, it is surely 

l10t surprising that serious persons, deeiring -!o honour the Sa­
vioul', ~hould be fOH~!l~,~who cann-ot as~cnt to those pas~ages 
of the Confession on which we have animadverted. To us it 
seems rather wonderf.111 that ther~ ,ar.e those of undoubted in­
teg'ri'ty-arid piety, professing to hold t;:esupreme Headshi'p of 
Christ in His. Cbmch, who stand out for retaiiling them, under 
any p03si!:Jle explanation, in their creed, and for enforcll1g an 
as-sent to themby-those to w hom they seem soe-on trary to th e 
genius of Christianity. rl'1inds are ditl'erently constructed. F0r 
oql' part, alth9ug:h we have seen iario\1s 'attempts to, deft-na 
thooe portions :of the Confession we have consider·ed;. and '. to 
show their c~)l1sistencj' 'with Christian liberty" they have never 
given us any_sriti~faclion. It would be·easy were it nece~sary:' 
to reply to such cOll.straiIle~l·and UnTlalural effGirts.Thereis,' 
howevei'; wf'ficien·[ evide:nce,Jrom the ~I;aracler of thepeTiod . 
when the documents were written, from tile facts chiefly in 
Hcottish 'history botli before and after the,ir production; and, in 
particular, from the arrogant pret:ensions of the (ivil !11lrrs (If 
these comparatively,darkage~, to judge and dee-ide in all ec­
clesia.$ti:eal,· as wffJas ciyi!: matters, that we put.no unfounded 
o.T,overstrained constructrVD:onthose passages of the 'Ye~tmin~ 
ster standardS) ito' whic·a- we ha \'e been r.e.fe rring, ani! 10 which 
we, with thomands -far hetter aLleto judge; refuse ·oLl" sub·: 

. scriptIOn. . 
,On the whole then, it saems evirJent, that sin.ceiexplana.tidns 

110 opposite are given ,of these pasEages of (heConfess~on of 
Fiiitlt: by per.;;on~ of"un.doubted piety 'ar, (1 worth, lberemust at 
- . _. .' . -......,-;-~.;-,------c-------' 

:;H"'r.~~t.IA~!I<r.liflgi;, that~h~~~ld \,jm~e~fa judge. of civil not of 
~piritlla\ matters, Ilnd thatlns par,!;, or supennt~nde,:,"(·e was not of tbe 
latter, but of tbe former. Gallio wasil Scr:i1luw'\ "\ oluntary. 
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least be some obscurity or ambiguity III them, some con'fus!(ln 
in language between the parties, or Tower of BabEll, b;y which 
they are severed lrom each other, or kGlpt asunde~1 and?o 
serious difference in s~ntiment which should occ·a:S1on stnfe 
and division. 

PART SECOND. 

Current Calumnies, against those who take these Exceptions 

to the Confessilm, are groundless and false. 

As confusion in language, we cha.ritably believe, is the real 
cause of those cal'umnious conlJlusions or inferences to which 
we are about to refer, and not, at least generally, any ~malig~ 
nity of feeling, we shall give an important definition both on 
the side of the opponents, and on the side of the advocates of 
civil establishments of religion ; and we shall give these in tlte 
language of each party respective) y. 

By the anti-establishment, Of, as it is usually caned, the 
Voluntary Principle, is meant nothing more nor less than­
" That Christianity shall be left to maintain and propagate it­
self in the world through the medium of the uneonstra.ined 
~xerticinB of thoso who believe it, accompanied by the gracious 
influonces of the Holy Spirit, exactly in the same way as it did 
during the first three centuries before any civil establiShment 
exi~ted.. This i~ what is meant by the Reparation of the Church 
and State. This is what is meant in common language by 
the destruction of the establishment. It i. not the dl}struction' 
of the Protestant Faith, much len the subversion of Christi­
anity: but it is dissolving the connection -which at present. 
exists in Great Britain and other countrlC'S between the State 
and the Chrislian Rehgion, so that the latter instead of being 
upheld and propagated by means of legislative enactments, 
shall be left entirely free fnHll all state interference. This is 
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thE! very marrow, the sum and substance of the question, 
(whatever subordinate points may be connected with it,) which 
is at present undergoing a searching examination before the 
tribunal of the public."~ 

By this definition of the Voluntary Principle, gi ven by one 
of themselve~ we abide, and shall square all that we bring for­
ward on the subject, and we shaH allow no mis-statement of 
i(by any of the opposing part), nor any illegitimate ('onel usian 
to be made, as has beeu too often done, by not 100kiIlg at the 
principle in this its simple and @criptural form, as given by an 
authority which they all respect. 

, On tRe other hand for our definition ",f the Establishment 
Principle we quote from two authorities which ~tand high on 
thfir own side of the question, and . whose talents and worth 
embalm their memory with universal veneration. Tl~e first is 
Dr. -Paley who gives the three following ingredients as enter­
ing into the constitution of a religions establilihment. lst. A 
'clergy, or an order of.men secluqed from other professiens to 
attend upon the services of religion. 2nd. A legal provis-ion 
for the_ maintemince of the clergy. And, 3rd. The conJining 
of that provision to the teachers of a pax:ticular sect. of christi­
anity." The second authority is the lamented Dr. Chalmels, 
whose dafinition is very short and sati$factory :-" We shQuld 
assume as the basis of am definition for a religious establish~ 
ment, or as the essential property hy which to characterize It, 
-+-a sure legal provision for its ministratiom." 
. On one or both of these definitions we shall found al1 we say 

in opposition to the system descx:ibed, apd to the principle. 1;In 
which that systelll rests; for although some of our friends pro~ 
fe,ss not to seek the practice, ~ut'onlytoholcl the principle of 
a civil estahlishment or religion, yet that, we apprehend, makes 
nopifTerence, as the practi,cf) is, but the developement of the 
priqciple ; and as it is against the principle that would lead to 
this practice, au,d not ag'linst any modification of it, surh as 
wehave hean] expressed,-that an enGowment is not essential 

.* The Rev. Dr. McKerrow's History of the. Secessio~ ChuIcb, 
c" 
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to a civil astablishmel\t of religion, for that is a different prin­
ciple a\togethcf, and one for any-thing we, know,too harmless 
te, make any quarrel about. We hold,wlth Dr. Chalmers that 
a legal provision is essential to the civil eSlabli~hmE'llt of 
religion. 

Those who holl[ the Voluntary Principle, ac,cording to .the 
foregoing harmless and reasonable definition, and simply be~ 
cause they hold it, have been accused, by sorne of the over­
zealous friend~ of the Compulsory or Establishment Principle, 
of entertaining sentiments of a vary objectionable character. 
Such accnsations, we charitably believe, ·are made under the 
mistake that not this Voluntary Principle, but some other which 
is mistaken for it, and which probably Voluntari~8 r@n0unee 
am much as Cornpulsories do, is called, or supposed by the aco 

eusars to be, tho Voluntary Principl@. vVe know that this is 
the case;' and every candid person will allow· it to be quite 
unfair. If any who hold the Voluntary Principle, entertaill 
unscriptural vieW's, these Gan have no" connection whatever 
with that principle, in itself unexc:eptionable; ~nd it is alto­
gether unjust to Gharge them on the Voluntary Principle itself. 
Sueh) however, is the influence of prejlldiee that this has 
been done times without number, ani:. that it is still re"ort­
ed to by those from whom more can dour and meekness, and 
more christian courtesy and charity might be expected. TQ 
80 great a degree have the Compulsories carried this mode of 
reasoning that there is ground to believe they are brought to theIr 
last shifts, and have no better meunlll of defending their own 
cause, anel opposing Voluntarrlsm. They will not allow Vol­
untat'yism to be neither more nor less than what :t is, for if 
they did they might be obliged to confess that they were almost, 
if not altogether, VoluntarieB themselves. We have the chari­
ty to believe that many of our good friends, who profess to hold 
the· EstablishmentPrinci~)le, are Volun1aries in the proper 
sense of the word, and will not deny it when what they can 
V oluntal'yisll! is stripped of the excrescence!! with which they 
have loaded It, and pres~nted in. its true scrip-tural form. At all 
!wents if theJY are: not so, we must hold that they are thus far 
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shorl in Scriptural attainments. Indeed,th~ne is every reason 
to believe that in some cases thl?re is so great an approxima­
tion in these who profess or pretend to hold t,he Establishment 
Principle, to the r<la1 sentiments of Voluntnries, that rather 
than acknowledge identity of R6ptiment th.ey (we shall not say 
purpo~ely, for they- ar& conscientious men,) misrepresent the 
tlentimentr.l of' the other party to k@ep up the appearanee of dif-
ference, and prol~ng unnetessalY disputation. Thi~ appears 
from an adrnissi6n made by a v9ry violent defender of the Es­
tablishment Principle, who allo~9that the Voluntary Principle 
is in itself sound and seriph:mll, whil~t he gratuitously blames 
its friends only for pushing it to an unwarrantable length. ~ 

But notwithstanding 'aU that has been insi'ouated to the eon­
trary, the foregoing' is their principle, and they hold it without 
abatement, and without extending 'it beyond the plain and 01::-' 
vious meaning of the pluas80logy emploY8d. It all resolves 
itself into the lawfulness of the civil endowment of religion. 
It is not the Voluntaries who push their principle in this man­
rf'er: it is thB friends of the civil establishment prineiple who 
push it for them by their -gross mi~represcmtajions. They pre­
iI'Jnt Voluntaryism not as it is, but as they wisb or conceive it 
to be,-not in its scriptural features, but with the distortions 
they are pleased to attach to it,-not as a simple constituent 
element of the gospel- of Ohrist, but clogged with uncharitab!~ 
and illegitimate -inferences of their own, in which they c@neaal 
its celestial properties, and give it an anti-christian character. 

Our friends oftRe Presbyterian Church of Canada, profes­
sing to hollj the Establishment Principle, practise this Vol un­
tary Principl@ themselves, and inculcate it from the V'@ry Bame 
passaaes of s<!riptures which the Voluntaries employ in its de­
fence" whilst ther blame the Voluntaries for going too far: and 
without waiting t@ ascerta.in how far they they go, conclusions 
are put in their :name wqich they never admitted, and which 
we hold tEl be groundless calumnies: and then the Co~pulso­
ries, or friends of Establishments, ,expose these perVtlrSlOn~ of 

. * See.L@tter in Banne~, dated 8th October, 1847. ' 
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their own as unscrlptural, which they certainly are, and imme­
diately throw all the blame on the-V 01 untarie&, when the blame 
is their own, and when all the while the voluntaries tell them 
again and 'again that these are not their views at all but gross. 
misrepresentations. . 

Marvellous surely is the in,fiuenee of prejudice! So wed­
.ded are the friends of Estabk;hments (judging of them from 
what has been written and spoken without contradiction) to 
their prinoiple, that they will not listen to facts, They per­
sist in their own perverted descriptions of what Voluntaryism 
is, and will not allow the Voluntaries to speak for themselves, 
and to tell in their own way and language, which certainly 
they are best able, and have the best right to do, what they 
are, and to sustain their principles, as they easily can, from 
tho Wonl of God,-as if interested opponents knew these prin­
ciples better than Voluntaries themselves. The advocates of 
the Establishment Principle tell the world; they ten even the 
Voluntaries, whf~t the Voluntaries are; and then oppose the 
opinions tney ascribe to them as seriously dS if these opinions 
were helJ, and although the slandered Voluntaries make many 
an attempt to represent their own cause, and their own 
views, and tell theit'-opponents tlwt the sentiments they are 
charged with are not theirsat all, that the'ra are scriptural sen­
timents, and that they renounce ali contrary ones, yet the all­
voeatcs of the civil establishment principle would not allow, 
if they could, the Voluntaries the privi~ege of self-vindication,­
still insisting on being t~e best interpreters of what Voluntary­
ism is: and llaving setup their own frightful image of it, they 
cast unsparingly, and i'upi0usly, all their weapons of jealousy 
and slaml'lr against it,-as if the Voluntaries, though a danaer­
OUd people, which they certainly are, to the Establish;ent 
:Principle, diu n01 know their own principles, and W':lre n0t 
able to give to the voluntaryism they profess a just deseription. 
It is much to be regretted that these frienns of the Establi~h­
ment Princ~ple still catc~, in this manner, at every cal~mny. 
that was CIrculated ~galDst vo!untaryism, when Voluntari€.'s 
were less known, less respected/less FlUmerOU('1, less in.fluential. 
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Let the Voluntaries still speak for tbemselves. Sooner or la­
ter'they will bt- heard for their cause: for it is the cause of 
Truth and Righteousness,-the cause of Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour. Let them state clearly and truly what they are. 
Let them show, by their prof@ssion and conduct, that they ar" 
not the bugbears, not the destructives, not the non-descript 
monsters they have been represented. Let them show that 
they are men, that they are christians, that they are, c.onsis­
tent Bible christians; and that they are most diligent and 
zealous for the glory of Christ, and for the peac@, purity, and 
prosperity of his kingdom. Let them thus forever shut the 
mouth of slander: or let the public hold the utterer of future 
misreprellentations to be ari inventor of calumnioLls falsehoods ~ 

Marvellous, indeed, is the infiue,nce of prejudice, when those 
huldin,g the Establishment Principle, lhough acting on the Vol­
untary Princi,ple themselves,-are so inveterate against the Vol­
untaries! Is it lest they should be taken for them as perhaps 
they too often are 1 or is it that they still hug their chains 
whilst they profess to be free? Voluntaryism, according te!} 
recent staternelJts, written or spoken, by Ministers of thtl! Pres­
byterian Church of Canada, of which, with feeling:;: of amaze­
ment and sorrow, wlilhave been ourselves a witness, is an at­
tempt to set Nations free from obligation to God,-is to throw 
Ioole civil society, and especially civil rulers from all relSpon­
sibility to their Maker,-is to leave men to do as they will 
without Bupposillg them to be at all accountable for their prin­
ciples and actions! Voluntaryism is trusting the Church of 
Christ to the rlilugh hand of chance, unprotected, in any shape," 
by the eiviI..powera, and loosing Magistrates from all concern 
with religiol'l ! The magilltrat~ may be a religious man when 
in the Ghurch, but when he enters the Civil Cl1>urt he is to 
forget his religion, and aet a.s if there were no God, and IJO, 
hereafter! He is to recognise no Bible principles, but to judge, 
and decide, and conduct his whole administl'ation irrespective 
of the solemn consideration that the eye of God sees him, and 

* The'ir property ltnd their christian libeIty ought certainly to be 
prtltected, ~ 
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that he is accountable for" every thin'g his bear\ devi~('s" his 
tongue utter:>, his hand doeth! Such is Voluntaryism urrurd-' 
in.,. to statements unretracted bv tlrose who maile them, ant! 
un "contradicted by the [I,'iends of ' the Establishment Principle" 
i:l the Presbyterian Church of Can'ada, soine 0f th~m 'madet& 
their own disgrace in their Supreme EcclesiasticalComtwhen 
constituted in the nnme Df Christ. ' No wonder thejdlate Vbl­
untaryi~nl! N'o wonder they will liave no dealings ,vithlhose' 
who profe,sit. No wonder that all idea of union withVolun­
taries, whooe principles the~,e are alleged or Sllpposed to be, 
should be aLandoneu! 0 how true is it that men, through 
prejuuice, are left "to call evil good, and good evil, td put 
darkness for light, anu ligh t for durkness,to put bitter for sweet;; 
and sweet for bitter !'-' HolY trueis it that "God gives tosome 
strong delu~ion that they should believe a lie!" 'We would 
say with the Rev". Mr. Thornton,-" If thi~ be Voluntaryism, 
I claim exem plion from thecategorr. ' Such a siekening cari­
cature I h3.ve no disposition :urther to expose." Surelywe 
need not ~ar, and much less wait to prove thatthis is notVoli. 
untaryism,-that Voluntaries are as mu<"h oppo$ed to these 
s3ntiments us any Minister of the Preebyterian Church of Can a­
da,-that these are" railing aec,usations" brolight'against them, 
{!"Urn whatever souree tiJ,:,y have originated. Surely \ve nee(! 
:>caree1y attempt to refute or Jispro'>e these miserabk attempts; 
at crimination! No, the c,onelusion o[the whole malter, did' 
w,~ eo:ne to it al oace, is lhat Voluntaries, Scriptural Volunia; 
ri,"3, are as zealow~, a~ (,OliScienlio1l3, as diligent" asany class of 
c',hri,tians, inineukatingii as the whole drlty of llleri,-of mel! 
in every possible p<9sition and relation,-",to'fearGod; and 
keep his commandments." 

But though it might be suffil!ient t6 refer"to the defi·nition of 
Vo!unlaryL!m w~th \\'hich~V0 ~et out, yet, as it is neces$ary to 
enJeavoul' to dnve the bottom C\lt of those slan'derol1s mi~re­
P;"~,cntations, Wilich-are .still mG.]e'by J'i'f:inisters and members 
0[' lh-:J Church to ,yhich we belong,: and with whom we are' 
CreSir')U~ to live in harmony and )ove~ ~V0 must be moreparti. 
cuhr; for we ar0 80;-:-y to fin) that il les" pub1ic manner of' 
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answeril'lg such mis~epresentatiQns is of little use, as they arc 
sti1l; to our knowledge, in industrious c.irculation. 

There are chiet].y four specimens of eccle~iaS'ticalslander 
which we have had. occasion to witness, to each of which we 
wish .toturn the attention of our brethren and friends, because 
these are not only altogether groundless, but absolutely Jalse; 
and a!> we believe it to bafrom no evil design,-but solely from 
want of information, that any in our Church have either har-­
bouredor vented such uncharitableth()ughtsofbrethren whom 
they ought to respect and lilve, and with whom it would be 
an honour and a blessing·to themselv@s,as well as an unspeak.;. 
able benefit to the Province,. to be united in ecclesiastical fel-' 
low3hip, we :;;luill hold them all excused hitherto ; but if ever 
the slanders we Ilre abQut to 110ticeare rt:'p~ated by any of Us 
we;:shall consider and treat their.utterers as reckless and 'mali­
cious ,c·alum-niators. 

Voluntaries are saicl to holcl that na'tions, as such, are no t 
under law to God.' . 

Thiseharge has been.repeated a thOlisandtimes, and although 
[t is bad enough, yet, perhaps, having nothing worse, and little 
else to. brin~ against Voluntaries, the. friends of the civil Esta­
blishment principle persist in its. repetition. It was eurrent 
before the Disl'uption,but should never have survived it, espe­
cially with ,those who Cll that memgrable event of good,. brought 
into circumstances so similar to those against whom the ca-' 
fumnywas directed. But'vve are sorry to find that therB are 
those among us in Canada who have the assurance to repeat 
the eharge, and we are sorl'y to have discovered it on the Ii ps 
ef,brethren whom we love. In a letter written in the Banner, 
this is said to be:the only question between tl1e Presbyterian and 
United Presbyterian ChllrcheiiI'L If $0, we should say there is 
no question between them at all, for this we maintain is a slan­
der(lUs misrepresentation; We speak only. fol' .ourselves. We 
htlld as decideqly, and a.s fully to Scriptural Voluntaryism as 
any, to whateverdenom:inatiDn they belong.. But we are of 
on~ mind. with ihePl'!:lsbyt€lriim Church of Cana.:!ain main~ 
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tailling that Nations as SUQh, Nations geographically consider­
ed Nations in civil matters are under law to God; and we 
sh~ll hold every one whe will presume to assert the contrary 
of us, t.o be a deliberate and wilful slanderer. Nay, it is . the 
·bsliif of all Voluntaries with whom we have ever been, or 
wish. to be connected, that Nations and their Rulers are under 
law to God. All the public atfai:-iI of Nations sh6uld be con­
due ted according to God's will, and under the direction, so far as 
applicable, of God's Word. The duties of Nations and Rulers 
must alway:! coincide with thlil dictates of rsaaon, and the prin­
ciple3 of Scripture. !fthey are not pointed out in God's Word 
in expre\ls languag~, yet still the grand Scriptural principles 
of Truth and Righteousness, and a regard to the glory of Ged, 
and the good @fmen, should regulate and stimulate every na­
tional action. W €l held this doc:trine. We hold it in the most 
unequivecal sense. We hold It in the same l!lenlle with the 

-friends of th(j civil E~tablishment principle. We recoUect to 
have said in the Synod, as Ollr own opinion, that Magistrates ate 
under law to God. One of the members interrupted, asking if 
it wer.e meant in th8ir @fficial capacity. Certainly, ~ve said, 
in their official capaGity, and in every capacity they are under 
law to God. He seeme.d surprised, and said, betraying the 
~istake under which so many good men labour, that our bra 
thren of the United PresbyteriaR Church were of a different 
opinion. We affirmed that we were sure they would agree 
with us, and thought we knew their principles better than any 
other member of Court. Yes, though we are not their advo­
cate, but defend only our own opinion, we shall venture to eay, 
withtlut ccms()rt with one of that Church, that they hold thjs 
principle,-they maintain the plain, rational, Scriptural do'c~ 
trine that Nations and Rulers, as Buch, are under law to Sed; 
We offer nl) proof tlll the friends of the civil Establishment 
principle bring proof to the contrary. It is liUfficient to affirm 
tnat all Scri@tural Voluntaries hold this principle, nay, hold it 
purely,-morQ purely, and faithfully than any friend of the 
~i\'il Establishme.nt plinciple CRa do; for they will not allow 
It to be corrup~ed and impaired by illegitimate inferences;-
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Jb.ey wm;not;aUow t4e c0~Qlu~i9'" that as Nations are under law 
to God, especially ill thElir civil au~horities,~so it is the duty 
,ofthe.stl authorities to endow the Chureh., This seems to be 
,t4e constant aiR) of our E;stablishment friend~; andit is.h~re, 
.and ,bj}r~ alone, that thediffetenc,e b¢tween us lies i-for 01iI' 
eonclu$ions are the yery opposite, the endowment of the Church 
~peingno where required, and being contrary, as shall after­
c':Vards appear, to. the whole ;t~nour,of SC1;ipture record.: Na­
,tions and Magistrat~~ are under law to God; but it woul.d be 
rebelli(lfi against the law of God, and no fulfilment of it for the 
'civilr,ulers onthis account to endow the Church: it would be 
,out-stepping their prerqgativ,e. Magi~trates are under law to 
God, ;lndt/;lerefore theyshould'ke€p t~e Divine law', and not 
vivlate it, as jheyhave too. often done by the civil endowmtmt 
oCreligioo. Magistratesal'~uJlder law to, God oflicially,just 
as.l\1inisters.are; just as lawyers and phy~iciall3 Ilre,-bound 
t.o obey and sen'ill ,God,in 'all the duties .of theiHespective,caU­
il'lg:l, and iitall that GO,d requires. Men individually, aU men 
,individually; meg, alsp) in their,s6cial and' publi'c -capacities, 
men ine'lery associMioll and office of society ,are bound by 
,the-divine .law to-olive to .the gl,ory • .of God. A Magistrate, in 
particular; whose tru8,t>is so important and responsible, is 
hound, in aU.that'hedof}s, i,nhispublicas \VeIl asin his private 
capacity, Co cond:uct himself asin-th.e Divih.e presence, and:,as 
accountable ti) God fontllJhis. a,ctiM'lS. Is it nece~sar:y to say 
'more on this subject 1 Wi\! tlwslander still be repeated! 

. 2. Voluntai-l~s 'are said :t6 maintain tha:t the' Magistrate -has 
,ud~hihg td do with 'Religion; . 

. Ajthoughthls stat~.mElRt is little more than a lllodificat,ionor 
'Pflrt,9ftpe preG~ding"and although w;hat has been said'.might 
be auffiyien,t to repel it, yet ~eing; ,often pr,esented as adistillat 
cjlarge,jt. must 'be- briefly ·lloticed:. This .slander has geea 
published in newppapers; in p.amphle.ts, in ,public meetings, 
~:nd '6v:enin QhUTCh Courts.; and,pone of tile friends of .~h\ll 
civil ;m~.~ablishmeQt principle considel'it necessarytq ~~:ntra-
4il~t.it. We have seen it reccivecl am!;'. cheered as If It ,had 

v 
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been !me,-as if it had baen no 'exagg'eration, rio misrepre­
sentation, no falsehood. The Magistrate, as such, has nothing 
to do with religion. This gross and malicious all€'gation,ofteil. 
repeated by the burning ton~ues of calumniators bef@re the 
DisruptioN, was uttered in the Presbyterian Synod of <?anada, 
with such seriousness, that eveh the sober and consCIentIOus 
friends of the Establishment principle seemed to' believe it 
true; or if not, they wanJed Ihs fortitude, the justiee, the dig­
nity, or th') courteousness to contradict it. They allowed an 
Evangelical Church with", hich they were negotiating,-a 
Church which has been signally owned by Christ, to be reviled 
in their Court. The Magistrate, as sueh, it was said, the 
Voluntaries, the United PreSbyteriiin Church, maintain, has 
nothing to do with religion. We reply to this that it is a ca~ 
lumnious falsehood •. It is the very reverse of truth. Hahas 
nothing to do, indeed, all Voluntaries will unite in saying, with 
the endowmPll(of religion. It is always,wefind, the aim of 
our good friends to protect the Magistrate's suppasedright to 
endow the Church. But the endowment of religion, or the 
Church, let it be r@membered, is not ~eligion. We hold it to 
be irreligion,-to be an unrighteous action,-tobe contrary to 
the Word of God. But because thil! IS the opinion orall Scrip­
tural Voluntaries (loes it afford any foundation for the slander;' 
O'US insinuation of V oluntaries maintaining that the Magistrate 
has nothing to do with religIOn? - It is rather the reverse,~ 
rather an evidence that Voluntaries would guard him against 
departing from the stt'aight, course of duty, and would teach 
him to be fa;thful in an tliings to God and man. ,Voluntaries 
say that the Magistrate, as SllCh, has no province at 'all in the 
Church,-no tight or power t6 dictate, direct, or g{)Vernibut, 
if a professor,is simply a member, like other men, and und0r 
the jurisdietion of the Church Courts equa11y with others 
around him, an~ bound in all things to obey God's law both in 
hil!! private and public capacity, anG to adorn in all things, 
whether personal or official,the doctrine of God' oUr Saviour. 
B1Jt i.s this ~ .reason for the allegation that he has nothing to 
do WIth religIOn 1 "As a man," we he~rd one saying, "the 
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Voluntariesallew that theJ\$a,gistratehas -to do with religion, 
b~t, not ~s a Magistrate.", When did any Christian Volun­
tary affirm or admit thiiil1 Never: ;"":""it is our deliberate opinion 
that the Milgistl'ate has todo with religion, both as a man and 
as a Magistrate i-as a manlike allother1I]en, __ as a Magis­
tratelike -all other official characters, he should discliarge the 
duties of his public. ciffic-e in the fear oj God, in conformity to 
the precepts of God, as acco\lnta-ble to God, and for the glory 
of God. ' - _' " . 

It is even the Magifjlrate's duty/to encourage by hisinflu­
ence the introduction and progress of religion among his sub­
jects by every judicious and legitim,ate means. If there be 
civ:i~ obstructions to the entrance of Missioriaries, he ou~ht, as 
far as possible, to remove them, and to afford all possible faci;.. 
lity to:thes~rvq,nts oLGod in prosecllting their honourable 
work. The Mq,gislrate has every thing to do with religion. 
Hes!:lOuld ;be a Christian himself. '. All his duties, whether 
sacred ,or Ilec;ular, should be-pet[ormed religiously. ': In short, 
hs should- Pl!;lke' the whole we.ight :and influence of his station, 
as a civil functionar,y, to bear': on the purity and, progrese of 
Christianity. . . '. 

It may be further notic€'d on thii'! particular, that there seems 
to he a great dlSpoRition arrlOl)g th:e£riends of the EslabIishment 
princip}~ to catchat wLlrd~, ~nd to; create confu~ion by per. 
vertingthem from their true ~eaning.. When it is:said hy the 
opponents of their principle that rellgion, or th~ Church; espe· 
cially, t~e tr.ue religion or Church, requires no protection [rom 
the pivil Magistrate at all, !;lnd th!\-! i'n this view he- has. simply 
to let: it .~!on€,~meaning only tpat it is not the Chu~ch that 
needs protection, but the mernqers of th.e Ghurchthat the 
Magistr~te ~hould protect in the enjoymentoftheirrights as 
citizensJo~'wprship God aGcq~i'pg to their cOIls"ie~nee-s,--:.theri . 
tQe.,frj,e]lds of.E~tablishments are ,all atert,, a(l.<l· SJeze on the. 
expression, "~etlt alooe,",l;1s if tl\i::qneant lhathe 18.,to. let 
religion alone, and have no regard tp;5t ill ;th,e' management of 
hb:! c'~vjhrust. '. ()ur friends iJave _ nG! patiefolce with this very 
hal'll].1css expression, bldt lay:hold on it.fQr tlle p.urpose ofgt'oss . 
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misrepresentation i-as jftho~es.peakirlg in this manner meant 
tl~at the Magistrate.was to shake hfrnseIf free ·of all religious 
priil'l:ciples when he sat in.3. civilColHt, and that thElrB he'sh(!)U'1d 
1wow .noGod,alld no Bible, but conduct hi~ d1.1ties as a hea­
tiJenmight be-l\upposedtod{). Even Dr. Symington, in his 
valuable, though in some respects r-adically defective work . on 
the Me.s$iah'sIGng'dom, has riot thecandourJoavoid thissilly 
and .groundless mi~epres€ntatiDn. . 

'This is a subject which has been luminously demonstrate,d 
by M;Vinet, Pr9fessor of Divinity 'in Lausanne, who h'as been 
ralled"theChallDer~ of SWItzerland," itt a ,:vork "'profoundly 
logieal,.s'earchinginto th@ deepest principles of .the subject," 
written with" feeling as intense, holy, and'uevotional, ~s t-h@ 
intellect he displays is masculine and pure :"- . 

". Socie±y," he' says, "or more strictly'speaking, the State, 
which 'seems: to have renounced theper'secutionof creeds;, has 
l1'Ot ygt: renounced their protecti(m; and,perhaps, it will be. 
expected, that having rroteste.d against perliecution, we ill,Ja'l 
aoeept'ofpr'@tection with avidity. iYet, it is most true th:'!'t'we 
desire that the profession of relig'lous cOIlvie-tions should.b~,; 
protected as the common right of all, and consequlffitly wlth­
on-tdL'ltinction of creeds. We are not Jesirou9 th'afany partJ­
cular.&rged s'hould b€l!protect:ed, nor in general, believers to the 
exclusion of unbelievers. vVe',deptece,teprotection fbr the 
~ame-.reason dllat we deprecate petseclition. For thcright of 
prot~ction necessarily involves'the right of perseeutldh. En~' 
deavoursare made to limit this right,.'td l'irev(mtits exercise 
beyond the point where proteetion terminates ;il may be for­
bidden to ad vance fal'ther; but the limit is arbitrarY',:imd iris 
impossible to conceive how),in 110 !1l1 d logic, the State ciui be 

'denied the right of persecution; after having ,been altdw'cd that 
of protection. Yet the ·idea is a moderin: discovery; Tnetimes, 
are not'VeTY remote, when thaState~ not indeed more'reai!on'~ 
~ble, but ceftai~lymore logi~al than, atpre~~nt, arrog~ted lp 
ItRelfand ~erCised the right, for which 'it new ciJntends in 
virtue of a distinction altogether~rilhlito:Is. If any tl;jn~ be 
needed to pl'ov@thanhis distinctIon was not then recognised, 
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it is the fact, that whenever tbe perB~cuted sects' becate the 
established religion of the country, they wore not satisfied with 
being simply protected by thecivil,power, but they' made use 
oCthe auth'ority with which the State invested them, to banish 
or to oppress all who differed from them, to such an extent as 
to induce a philosopher of the last century to say. with more 
of asperity than irony, (that religious liberty is only granting 
to every man the right of persecuting in, his turn.' And how 
would the logic of facts contradic t that of sentiment 1 Does 
Rotevery p6vilege imply some exclusion l' Can we put any 
honour upon some which will not be Il10liCOr less an affront to 
others 1 And the faith wh!ch is 'not protected, is it not, by 
that very circumstance, persecuteu, at least negatively? It 
follows that for any religion whatever to accept protection, is 
to accept, as a consequence"the right of perilecution."· 

Such are the enlighfened senti'ments of this talented Swi:;s 
reformer; and we know that the 'celebrated historian, Dr. 
D' Aubign~yar.d others of that school hold the same opinions) 
a;nd ha ve thus got far a-h1oadof many of their brethrcll hcre 
and in Scotland, by having renouno€dthe principIa as well C'.'i 

the practice of civil Establishtnentil. It ill becomes those vvho 
extol these great men, and esteem them as b!6thren in Christ) 
to utter the oaseless slander tliat the opponents on~j:3tablr::;h­
ments hold the:Magistrate to have nothing to do ':iith religion, 
Le~ this slander then be no longer uttered, 

3, The Voluntaries a'fe said to sanction the open dc~eGft'[lOn 
orthe Sabbath. 

With some the difference-betw'::C:il CH,VIJ]unlaries amI the 
friends of the civil E~tablishmGnl prin,::iple on this subjtlct i,' 
eO,nsiuereu as prBsQnti ng' tli,:) most stal'tli'lg. difficulty .. We 
have even heard it said by s(,mo of the,h.tter) that wel'e it [Jot 
for the views of the forll1or on this point, they (loulcl have no 
gbiections to thc:ir other opinions. But on thi" topic; ~s 'on 
qthers, there have beensland01"ouS misrepresentations made: 

,0", See Dr, Hongh'. not~ces of ,be ,~tate of religion in G~IJeva ,aile!. 
BctzL\ln1, 

n' 
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It has ,been held up as the current opinion of those who hold 
Scriptural vieNs on the manner of supporting the Christian 
Church, that persons should be allowed to prosecute secular 
business on the Lord's Day without restraint,-that shops 
should. 'be allowed to be open for merchandise if those who 
buy and sell have freedom on the subject,-that the farme( 
l'lhoulJ be allowed to ploug'} and sow and reap his fields if he 
choose, and that the labourer and mechanic should be permit­
ted to pursue their respective occupations ;-that, in short, it 
shQY.ld be left to every individual to do as he pleases; and, 
prtiVli,ded he does not create disturbance that would break the 
general peace, he 8hould be met by 110 civil hinderance. Per­
haps some, in the keenness of controversy, and in a moment 
of €xcitement, have given occasion in part for some of these 
accusati Jns; But the question still is-'What are the opinions 
of religious Voluntaries on thi-s important subject 1 

Without attempting to give the views of others, lest we 
should mistake them, and without supposing that all are agreed 
on th.s qu~stion, either on the side of the friends or on the 
side of the opponents of the civil EEltablishment principle, we 
shall Bimpiy 'ltate our own sentiments. Let it be remembered 
then as a fundamental principle that every thing of constraint 
or force In reference to religious belief and practice, is beyond 
the sphere of the civil Magistrate. If we allow it to be his right 
in his civil eapacity to infringe in any degree on this single line 
of demarcation, we surrender the turning limit by which the na­
ture of his authority is definlOd,-we give him power to ad vance 
indefinitely, and th us to endow or persecute the Church as he 
;" incEned,-we opan the very flood-gates of Erastianism to 
what0ver extent he rna y be able or disl?Osed to proceed. Keep­
ing, therefore, this simple principle before us, which might be 
consi~ered ~s r.. key to the right understanding of all questions 
on the Magl~trate's power, let us proceed to give our senti. 
ments, briefly, tln w~at is called the Sabbath question, that it 
may appear how unjustly Voluntaries have been calumniated 
on this head. 

We leave the spiritual sanctfication of the Sabbath, a3 well 
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as the preservation of truth arid order, on ·every Christian mat­
ter, in the hands .of the Church alorie •. We honour Christ by 
doing SO; regarding Him as: an Almighty King;' who is 
" Lord ·also oLthe $abbath Day," and who alone can enforce, 
and bless; and 'reward it.s sanctification. As. to the co-opera­
tion of the civil M1)gistrate, in his ollie,ial capacity here, it is 
in:competent, it is' unnecessary, it is no partbf his prerogative. 
The:Sa·bbath is not thus .sanc:tifiQd, it cannot be thus sancti· 
fied, 'by wicked men •. Those, howe've'r, who profess to be 
(lJhristians, should· strive by every means to promote its r,anc­
tification. This ther ehottlq, do by their prayers; their 90uo­
sel, their example, and their general influence. The Magis­
f!atff, awa Magistrate, can do nothing here ;but as a Christian, 
if such hebe; h~ can do much ; and the very, fact of his being 
a M.ag~stratewill va:stly inerease his influence as a Christian, 
in promoting. \vith other Christians, by his counsel, prayers, 
and -example, thespil'itual sanctification of the Sabbath. He 
win thus1>ecome, in the ScripttiPe sense, ".a nursing father" 
to the Church. But it is only in imgserving external p€'ace, 
order., and~comisteI!cy, that his civil authority should be exer­
tised. .The Mag·istrate, inde@d,·is bound by the inorallitw, to 
which the observance of the Sabbath belongs~ He is bound 
by,this precept to· kGep the Sa.bbath spiritually as a Christian, 
and ,in this to be' a pattern to others; and sofar as becoming 
external tranqu:ilJity and order are neceilsary, and their enforce­
ment can be considered as included in his civil duties, he shou'd 
eOfisider himself beund by thi8 precept to exel'cise-his' autho .. 
rityinpreventing the Sabbath from being openly desecrated. 
Further he cannot go 8S a Magistrate, for all his duties in this 
capacity are civil duties. . Yet, ifhe is faithful here, his autho­
rityand influencewiHhave the' most salutary results, ,and 
with the blessinO' of God a powerful tendency to pramote the 
i!piritualsanctifi~ation ofthe·Lord'sDay.We wish to' be 
particular on this subject, to show that Volun~aryprineiples, 
~o far fr0in giving sanction to the open de'seeratJOn or t~e ~ab.' 
bath ar'e mare calculated to be effectual thal?- thepJ:lllCiples of 
th(j) friends of dvil Establishments of religion, in securing ttn~ 
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advancing both the OIltwardand lhe:spiritual sanctification of 
this holy day. We would even remark that the religioH~ ser­
vices incumbent onsoc1ety on :the· Sabbath should make It the 
duty:of the MagistralI'} to exercise his civil authority in regnrd 
to this.day with sor;nepeculiarities, so as to afford the neces" 
sary external quiet a,nd decorum which the right discharge of 
religious duties renders proper and necessary. We believe 
w·e carry our views further. than some do on this question • 
. There are laws ·for·the Sabbalh,-1aws to prev@nt'1averns 

from heing open, at least during public worsilip,-to preven.t 
traders from carrying goods,-to' prevent traveJling,~to pfe~ 
vent the open prosecution of secular emproyment. To these 
and such. like laws we have no objections, .nay, we heartily 
approve:ofthem, as ir.tended to preserve that civil peace which 
r~ligioJls :subjeCts require for the engagements of that day; nor 
hllve .we any oiljections, Qut every reason to wish, that the 
Magistrate show his zeal for the Divin'eglory; alld for the best· 
interests of society by their firm, impartial, and conscientious 
executi<;m,:·, . 

Thes&l laws are good •. W@ would carry them to a mach 
greater extent, apd ·ilS withou1 enforcement they are of no use, 
andmay even be injuriQlls, we, would have them strictlyalld 
u.niversally enforced. But they will never, we feal', be en~ 
forceu with fidelity by Magistrates WQD. are not religi{}us-them­
selves i and if Magistrates are Ch:ristians' we will venture to 
say that from the influence of their own example, and their 
throwing the wl1(')le weight of their Christi(l,nity into the exer­
cise oftheil' civil functions} even th,cse laws would in a great 
measure be unnecess:j.ry. In this case the fOfce of public 
opinion would in gfllueraLbe sufficient to preserve-all becoming 
external order on the Snbb.ath. After alltnis is themo:>tthat 
ciln be done at anytime. Th~·~abbath will b6 spiritpaHy: ~anc~ 
ti.fi.ed.on~J .b~ ehristia~s; and it ,:",i~l b~externally sanctified by 
cltlzensJ ust·lll proporhon as Ch.nst~aUlty advances, and thus as 
pUblicopinion operates in its favour. We are.\villing to risl>:. 
~abbath observance on this.fou~datif}n,as. at once .thestrong-~ 
est, the best, and tl~e ,most approNiate and efficient. The 
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blame of the external desecratioR of the Lon1':'> Day lies more 
wi'th the ecclesiastical authorities than the civil jund espe 
cially are EstablishGd Churches, who make '>0 much of Sal:­
hath laws In regard to religion, hIghly culpable here. They 
would hav.e the Magistrate tt> punish the violation of Sl1bbalh 
law8when the violators are'members aftheir own Churches, 
and should be censuretl ecclesiastically for their conduct, 
although this is not donf); and when perhap~ these lVIagi~o_ 
trates are also communicants, and ehargeable themselves" jth 
grossly profaning the Lorn's Day. We have known person~ 
who were in the habit of receiving the sealing ordinances of 
the Church, who, notwithstanding translcted their secu'ar bu~i : 
ness on the Sllbbath, who travelled unneces3arily oOn the SaL-' 
bath,and who held their joviai festivities onthe Sabbath; and 
these men were Magistrate", who should have been examples 
in a religious view to the community at large. 0 

In short, we would say here that as Christ is the only King 
of the Church, and,-especially, is L0rd of the Sabbath, fO all 
law·.8 fOl its observance must come from Him, and that what­
ever law of the civil authorities amOl'g men is needed for out­
ward peace and order on the Sabbath, should be enforced as a 
matter of civil right, and not on the principle of the civil Mag·s-

o tratG pretending to any official authority in the Church,or al,y 
title as a civil ruler to enforce the observance of Divine ordi­
riances: When the people of God assemble to worship Him, 
let the Magistrate see that they are not disturbed by any breach 
gfcivil peace; and throughout the whole Sabbath let the Ma­
gistrate protect the religious citizens, whilst they prosecute 
their sacred duties, by Buppressing or preventing outward dis­
turbance of every kind. Further he cannot go in his officinl 
character. It is by m(lra~ and not by physical foree that Sar­
hath profanation, in a religious view, should be prevented .. It 
is ;only where the vi0lation of the Sabbath amounts to a dls­

°turbanee of the peace of citizenli in the sacr<?d employments, 
whether public, private,or secret, peculiar to that day, that 
the Magistrate, as such, should iHterflilre. Her~, how.ever, ~n! 
wouldgive him much power, and be very partlculann taking 
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every proper means to bring about and preserve strictanJ 
becoming exteroal decency on the Sabbath. There are some 
things, there may be miwy things, which the Magistrate ough~ 
to uo, and ought to be empowered and encouragEd to do, for. 
preserving outward order on the Sabbath whieh may not be 
necessary on other days. Therl.) are many things which would; 
disturb the peculiar exercises of religious .citizens on the Sab,.: 
btb, which \'VOUlfj not disturb the ehlployments of other days. 
In all such cases we would ~ay that the Magistrate shoul(L 
interfere, or rather should be empowered to interfere, and 
shoulu exercise his civil authfllrity and general influence for 
the preservation of that quiet ar,d peace which such citizen~ 
require for the holy duties in whieh th_ey are er:tgaged on the 
L(lrd'§ Day. In domg all ~his, however, let it be distinetly 
understood that whilst the Magistrate is enforcing. o~der ,and 
la,v::; to preven t 1 he external deEecration of the Sabbath,he, is 
sbnply exercising his civil offi.ce to preve.nt ditltraction and mo­
lestation to the citizens, In this view his .civil authority might 
be carrieu ont'to so great an extent, as in somt') parts of th~ 
United ::ltates where there is no Establi~hment of religion, lh:V 
all that the friends of the civil Establishment principle wish 
to sec.)lre by what they call laws for the observance oftlle Sab­
bath, anu much more, and that far moreeffieiently, would be 
secureu by changing not the thing, but the:name, and making 
the Magistrate, in a way which all vvouJd understand and reo' 
:spect, and which all would be obliged to obey, exer;cise his!!-u­
thority \Jnly asa civil functionary. For; instance we are chris­
tial\citizens, and lJ,ave certain .. pec1.).Jial' duties to perform on 
the Sabbath; and:;'yc\vish civil protection .. On this holy day 
our duties are qi.such a nature that they could not be perforn:­
?~ i.f noise were to. be permitted on the streets,by the sti.r, of 
OUSll1e~s, or the stnfe of tongues~ Let the Magistrate certa,in­
ly prev~nt puhlic markets, public amusements, tr.affickingof 
every lund onthe streets and highways, all. open trav;elli1l;g, and . 

. every sueh employ.ment by which Christians in.lhe usual oc­
CUpatl?I)s,.of the .sabbath would sustain ,inteJ:'l;~ption Dr injury. 
Let thls be done, in wb.atever variety, .<:lnd to whatever- extent 
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the stat~ of· society in reference to religious progress may per­
mit, and the wishes and necessities of the respectable citizens 
may render necessary. Let it be done, however, by the Ma­
'gistrate, not as a spiritual ruler, and, therefore, not as legisla­
ting for Sabbath Sanctification, for that respects the inward 
frame, and is beyond the reach of his civil jurisdiction, but sim­
ply for the outward tranquillity of the citizens. Some, we 
dare say, will consider these distinctions too refined and fasti­
dious. But let it be remembered we are only marking the lim­
its of civil duty, and distinguishinK between civil and spiritual 
authority. We shall applaud, and not quarrel with the Magis­
trate although he somewhat outstep the precise line of civil 
prerogative in his efforts to prevent external Sabbath deseera­
tion, and add his counsel, his prayers, and his geAeral infiuenee 
as a Chri~tian to the enforcement of civil laws ; only we must 
nevsr concede the right to the Magistrate, as sucl1, to enforee 
religious dutie.:!, strictly so called, or what are supposed to be 
religious duties, by the pains and penalties of civil legislation. 
We.hope to have, in some measure, taken off the edge of this 
eCl'.lesiastical calumny; and that the friends of the Establish· 
ment principle ~vill no longer make misrepresentations on this 
subject. 

Lastly, ......... Voluntaries are said to give countenance to infidelity 
by t~e tendency of their system . 

. " The infidel tendency of Voluntaryism!" This language is 
in the mouth of all whQ woulJ 6UppJrt the Establiahment 
Principle, and yet they never conde~cend to tell where .01' how 
this infiJel tenden~y is to be seen. A respecta~)le father of 
the l'resbyterian. Church of Canada, who opened the Synoa 
at H.imilton in 1846, by Ii sermon on Christ's Headship, is 
perhaps as honest as any on this point. " Voluntaryism breaks 
the chains which bind society to God." And again in one of 
his letters in the Banner newspaper he says,-" The principle 
which sets aside national subjection to the powers that rule 
on high tends to Atheism." These are gross .and false, we 
shall 'not say, knowing well the natural generosity of the au~ 
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.. thol' malicious calumnies. Perhaps, indeed, the Voluntaryism 
of ti10se who employ such invectives,-Voluntaryism which 
all Sciptural Yoluntaries abjure, does tend to infidelity. But 
the Voluntaryi~m we have defined in the languag) of Volun­
taries,-the Voluntaryism of Christ and Bil! A pUBtles, surely, 
can ha \ie no such tendency. It is to the Voluntary Principle 
of the Bible that we adhere, and we defy all our slanderers to. 
~ho\V that \ve hold anything on it which the Bible does not 
sanction, and does not require: and we have no fear of infer­
ences dra \Yn from pervenions and misr@presentations, althougb 
these may appear palpable to those vvho make them, frnd 
plausible (0 those who beliElve them without enquiry, or, per· 
haps, capacity or fortitude to think tor themselves. "\tVe defy 
alCproof that any sentiment of the Volunta;ries, Qr that tIJegrand 
distinctive S..:riptural principle for which they contend, has the 
slightest tendency to Atheism. Nay, we hold that the tendon· 
cy is the very reverse, and that, with the hl€ssing of God, it is 
the ~urest principle, as it is the only correct principle, for the 
·r;cl1stitlltion of a Christian Church, and for ad vancing the glory 
of Christ, and the salvation of men. 

" It hreaks the ehains\,.hich bind society to God." This 
rash and. groundless charge ViU:3 certainly unworthy of the mind 
and. heart of its author, (both of which we have long known 
1'0 be of a superior order,) especially in the solemn,-eircum­
fiiG.nC2o in which it was first uttered, To us it appeared at 
the time to be little short of blasphemy, and we objected in the 
Synod to a vote of thanks for the sermon in which it was con­
tained. Although in most of the grand principles in that8e1'­
mon we entirely coincide, ret this expression is as if he: had 
~aiJ, which we know he would never say,-Man's plan Of 
t;upporting and propagating the Gospel strengthens, but Christ's 
plan breaks the chains wh.ich bind society to God. The au~ 
thor acteJ not only incourteimsly to b.rethren of V olunlary 
principles, who had come with conciliatory feelings to hear 
him but he did injury to his own church. For ,vhere is their 
EstaUishment 1 ·Where art'} their Endowments 1 ·Where are 
the chains which bind them to God 1 Thoy still hoid th~> Com-
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pui:wry Principle, yet act upon the Voluntary. How perilous 
must be their condition! And what should the judicious 
memb~rs of the Presbyterian Church of Canada think of this 
anthor, and of those, if any there be, who cpim'ide in his sen­
t.iments, w]l') w~ould insult them by teachingthat, although they 
should hold the Establishment Principle, they must act upon 
,the 'voluntary; for no ,method is left them, in their altered cir­
p~q:13tances, for maintaining the gospel at home, and sending 
it'abroad, but t'J follow out a principle which "breaks the 
chains that bind society to God." , 
~, ,It is nigh time that the Presbyterian Church of Canada were 

, " ceasing to pervert the right ways of the Lord," and were look­
ing at Voluntaryism as it i3,,--not through the decepti ve m~dium 
of the'ir own misr3presentations. Many in Scotland were late­
ly left to malign and persecute, with their utmost ingenuity 
and zeal, the Voluritaries around them, who, \\"Jth their prede­
,cessor;! for more than a hundred years, had eontended with fi­
delity and succe;;;s, amidst surrounding darkness, for the kingly 
honours of Christ, and who, in more recent times, in answer to 
prayer, had clearer, views imparted froW on bigh, on the scrjp~ 
tural constitution, and entire independence of the Redeemer's 
Church. Not a few of those Who made the honourable move~ 
Inent in which the Free Church of Scotland originated, and 
which soon afterwartls led to the formation of the Presbyteri­
fln Chur~h of Canada, were among the foremost and the loudest 
revilers of conscientioU3 Scriptural Voluntaries. God in his gra­
'cious providence, by the late disruption, had one great lesson, 
amona- others, for this much misled, but evangelical portion of 
the'E~tablishment, which, hovvever, they have been' but slow 
to,learn..· He intended to teach them by experience, yet with 
much mercy, that the prineiple whkh kheiJeprohated,w;ls 
safflcientfo!' all the purposes of Bis Church. There was 
sdl~!Uhing of a retributive feature in this movement which ,has 
Mt\lerto been overlooked. God in a most remarkable manner 
tiraua-htthem into' the very circum~tances which they derided, 
and He has shown them iri the (-,Dime of a fewyearsthat'this 
V o'luntary 'Principle can ,do mOl e' for them, and for the interests 

E 
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of C hr:stianity at large, by a hundred folel, than ever could have 
been realizecl by the most favorable circumstanees conceivable 
on their own principle of an Establishment. Where is the in­
dividual among them them now, who with a heart thankful to 
God for his innumerable and unmerited mercies, aud 'v11.o after 
imploring in prayer and supplication the iight of Go~'s ~piri~, 
-shoulti come forward and say that the Voluntary Pnnclple IS 

not the more excellent way 1 Will any minister among them 
reiterate the preposterous declaration,-" Voluntaryism brealts 
the chains which bind society to God." _ ' 

Again, "The infitiel tendency of Voluntaryism!" ,: The 
principle which sets aside national subjection to the powers 
that rule on high tends to Atheism-!" We shall not retaliate, 
though we might. We shall tlOt say, at least try prove, the-in­
fidel tendency of the Establishment Principle! But certainly 
if it is not scriptural, as v.'e maintain, and shall attempt to show, 
it car: only tend to what is evil. * On its evil r~sults, di~mal and 
multifarious, volumes might be written, anti perhaps it could 
be shown that thousands have been made formalists, hypocrites, 
Deists, and Atheists, through the influence of that unhallowed 
union of the Church anci State which has so long prevailed" 
and for which there are still so many zealous contenders even 
among true believers and Gospel Ministers. - But we have no 
wish to enlarge, nor do we deem it necessary; for this weighty 
!>lander is a mistake founded on a mistake,-a slanderous infer­
ence drawn from the other slanderous inference,-that nations 
are not under law to God, to which we have already replied. 
Till OUI friends come fOl'l'vard,and show on tangible grounds, 
that Voluntaryism as defined by them,-" show us that the doc­
trine of Christanu His Apostles,really does tend to infidelity, 

"*' The following are tbewords of the Rev,B NoeL on this sub­
je,ct,-" AH history proclai,ms that,the union. (of Church and, State), 
tned throllgh long (lentunes of lI:\ISru:!e, l).nd found everywhere to be 
onlY'p?tent for eyil, sh.ould at length'give pface to 'christ's own 'law 
of spmtualliberty, through which alone his churches can aC,complish 
l~eir beneficial mission, to bring the nations of the earth into'tle ser­
vu~e of the Redeemer, and to make- all intellects and all hearts tribu­
tary to his glory." 
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we colltent onrselvesby denying the, charge, and ~hall hold 
those ~ho continue to utt~r it as recldess slanderers. 
, Su~hare the current calumnies by which thebpponents of 

the civil Establishment of religion are so often maligned. Their 
utterers only betray the ,yeakness of their own cause by using 
them. The slandered feel these aspersions so unrellsonable, 
and so inapplicable, that they scarcely think them worthy of 
refutation. ' ' ' 
. 'When co~nected with eh:urches whose minil'lters gene­

rally repudiated the civil Establishmerit. principle, we were 
aceustomed to hear of all those calumnies of which we have 
taken notice, but it never occurred to us that they deserved a 
reply. They appeared so grolmdless, and so malicious, as to 
carry their q\'Vnans,wer along with them,-to be innocuous to 
the ,slandered, whilst those who, sought to injure them were 
slI).itten by the weapons 1:lsed--recoiling upon th~mselves, like 
th'e burning fiery furnace of N ebucbadnezzar, which, ill8~ead 
of destroying the three children, for whom it was intended, 
destroyed tho,se who cast them into the flames. But 'the 
matter is different now when many of the brethren \vhom 
we lov,e, hold, or ;prnfess to hold, tim Civil Establishment 
principle. Let them hold, it, they are perfectly welcome for 
I.!.s~ But we should be sorry that they tilld again recourse to 
Buch a system ef slanderous misrepresentation in reference to 
ourselves or others who, hold. it n'ot. It would degrade them 
not only in the estimation of those whom th<lY so unjustly re­
Jlroa,ch, but of all right-hearted mel). W<l wish to respect our 
brethren, and therefore wish them to re~pect themselves. 
Let them therefo~eno more utter and no longer even cherish, 
the slightest shade of sentim~l)t of a calumnious nature. It IS 

pusilanimous,it is disgracefulto utter such insinuations or even 
to -fodter those feelings in which they have.originated. If they 
are not discontinued amongst us we shall certainly feel ourselves 
".in a wrong positiol1,"as a brother hinteu,-in a company of 
calu·mniators. 'We zno\v, however, that this is not the real 
character of our ~rethren; and that it can only be through in­
advertency or II1is~ake, that any of them can have uttered or 
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conceived such calumnies. We may be reviled by enemies, 
and brave it with pity or disdain, but when friends are the re­
vilers it must inflict a poignant wound. This sp.ems to ~e a 
natural principle, aud it is touchingly verifieQin scripture in 
the case of David,-" it ~vas not an enemy that reproached me, 
then I could hllve borne it, neither was it he th'lt hated me 
that did magnify himself against me, then I w'ould have hid' 
myself from him: but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide 
and mine acquain.tance: we took sweet counsel together, ami 
walked to the house of God in company." '. 

'We nave endeavored to show tbat all these allegations of 
the friends of the Establishment Principle against the Volunta­
ries are groundless and false. 1t is therefore bigh time they 
were abandoned, anJ that those wbo have been aectlstom­
eJ to ratail them shoulJ be silent, 3J}d consider how they can 
repair the many injuries they have done to th~ir btethren in 
Christ. Possibly the Voluntaries II)ay have cherished some 
hard thoughf,s, and evefl m'lde some" hard speeches" against 
the other party, and may have, ,:vitheut intention, misrepre­
sented their vie\Ys. If so let them he informed, ar,d \YP. are 
sure they will most cheerfully retract anything that i:3 wrong. 

Having now endeavored to meet those calumnies which, we 
regret to say, have been repeated with shameless and gicken­
ing freqUl~ncy, whIch should never have 5urvived the happy 
disruption, and which should 10ng,erJ now have been forgoi­
ten,-we shall proceed, more di~-ectly, to. expose the unscrip~' 
tural nature of the principle and practice of Civil Establish­
ments, the essential feature of whieh is' the endowmelh of the 
Church ,by the .iUaglstrate. We leel this the more necessary 
a~ 0Ui' [fiends, we fear, have been too ready fa think themselves' 
fa ultkss whilst they atteinp'ed to scrutinize the faults of others';' 
saring sometimes, if not in words, yet by deeds,-" Brother 
Jet me cast Ollt the mote that i~ in thine eye when behold a 
bea~l is in their own eye." And we do this too, because, 
havlDg been entirely silent on this t!(ubject whilst it was made' 
a ma~ter of forbearan'ce among us as h1inislers, at least a mat":' 
tel' 01 forbearance witli ourselves, and having determined to' 
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continu3 silent, deprer.:i.ting the agitation of this question, es­
pecially as our brethren were willing w.e thought to bear with 
UJ,-we are now constrailled to speak out, because they bave 
agitated the question themselves, by declaratory acts, inconsis­
tent with (his principle of fJrbearance, which proceedure we 
are 'bound to oppose not only to furtifr ourselves against com­
promise ;of principle, but [rom a concern to be faithful to 
Christ. ' 

This, however, form3 the subject rt the next divisioll of om' 
Tract. , 

PART THIRD, 

The CilJil'Est(!.?lis,iment of Religion, wldcl1 the power assigned 
to the .MagistJ'a.t~ in th~ Westminster Confession may 
w:trrqnt, tlwugh it dns nat prescribe, is, in. Principle as 
wEll as Practice, unj!tst and unscriptl~l'al. 

THE Scripture argnmentJor civil E3tablishments of religien 
was abandDned by the most respeotable writers in their de­
fence ;- and wherever;it· has bes,n insisted on by othors, it has 
met with such, complete refutatioin as should silence for ever 
all attempts to renew it. We do not think it necessary to enter 
particularly on the proof that the practice of civil Establish· 
m3IIts of l'digion is contrary to Scripture, fOi' our friends in this 
country do not contend for the practice, but only' for the prin­
ciple. 'The practical question, indeed, might be resolved'into 
one of morai justice, Is it r:ght or wrong to extoi:t money for 
tll,e support of Gospel orginanc.es . from those who us~ them 
not 1 Is is right or wrong to oblige the enemies of ChrIst, by 
civil pains and penalties, to support the, religion of his friends? 
or the friends of one persuasion -to support the~eljgious s:yste~ 
of another 1 This is but ~me vi~w of the questIon; but In thiS 
vIew there is enough to condemn the civil Establishment of 

E' 
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religion as an outrage oil that justice which men owe to eaell 
other, and especially which rulers owe to their subjects. This; 
civil :Establishment of"t'heChufch'cannot belong to that religi(m 
which is righteousnes: an'dpeace, and j;y in the Holy Ghost, 
arid the only standard of which is the Holy Scriptures. There 
every thing'ls opposed to it; and conformity to this, perfec,L 
standard requires ariuriqualifi@d and final renunciation of the 
sligh test remnant of a practice so dishonoul"ing to Christ~ and 
so dismally inj ul;ioUd to tlile interests of religion. ' 

. It is deeply to be regretted that so many good men'should 
sti~l strenuously contend for a civil Establishment of the Chris­
tian Religion,-an idea so foreign to the Saviour's views (Matt. 
x, 9, 10,) when He first sent forth His disciples to preach His 
Gospel,-an idea, too, whic'h never entered into the calcula­
tions of any of the ins'pired penmen of the Holy Scriptures. 
For more than three hundred years of the ChriEtial1 erp. a civil 
Establishment of Christianity was unknown. It is a system 
of things obviously of heathen extracti'on. Its principle is 

,Popish, or rather lies at the foundation of Popery. It was 
first adopted in the C~lUrch in the time of Constantine, by 
whom the" let," or hinderance, to the revelation of Anti-Christ 
was" taken out of the way;" and by the consent of nations 
and generations, it has gained upon the credulity onhe biased 
and the interested, who, looking into the Scriptures with a 
janndiced:eye, imagine that they there see the t~aces of a civil 
Establishment ofreligicm, where there is no such thing; and 
where, from the exceeding great aGo. precious promises~of 
protection, o~ provision,.of peace, of extension, and of gloryt'O, 
the Church, it might readily suggest itself to fheingenuous and 
spiritually enlightened mind, that it was insulting to the' Al­
mighty Saviour to suppose that,He was not able,withoutlthe 
aid of the State, to govern, to enrich, and to save, His own 
Kingdom. ,0 I' , 

It:is, indeed, rnostwonderflll that so maay personsoftalen,t, 
andjearning, and piety, shOUld so much deceive. themselves; 
and ; unintentionally mislead, others, by imagining, what they 
.can never demonstrate, that tha Bible gives countenance,to a 
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civil Establishment of religion. There.is not the most remote 
shadow of foundation in God's vVprd for sU,ch a thing. A 
compulsory provision for religion, which is charalcteristic of 
all civil Establishments, is ,at; best bat an_ invention of men, 
and never did man invent aily thing :by whiJlh the King of the 
Church has been more dL,honoured, and by which the.interests 
oCvitaLgodliness have been more injured. 

A few passages oearin:g on the, question, should be eXll.min­
ed; with.the humble, docile, and believing frame of Mi\,ry, 
whenshe sat·.at Jes:us'. feet and heard his Word. For as the 
honourable and Reverend Bap~ist Noel says, in the introduc­
tion to his most IUrilinous and convincing Essay on thissubj'ect, 
which manyofour brethren ,would-do well to Fead and poncer7 
", On every subject we must hear Christ fir:!t, be guided by His 
j,Q'dgmerits, and obey His decisions. To neglect to heaJ," Him 
is to expos@ourselves to a creckoning from' which the Qoldsst 
maywalI.shrink •. In the examination, therefore; Qf every 
questi:on of right an_d, Wl"Ong"Qur first steptowanl a just eon­
eLusion mnst ue to learn what He has said •. When the three 
ApostLes were enshrined with OlE" Lord in- glory on the Moun t 
.of Transfiguration, they heard fwm the ;depth..ofthe oppres~i ve 
splendour these word,s,' This is my beloved SOil, hear hind' " 
, It will accordingly be fQund (Ex. xxxvi., *-7,) that the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness was l'.eared, not oy compulsory 
taxation, but by. th_6 free-will offerings of the: people of (grael ; 

'an:d thattheir cheerful contributions req'uired ,not to be sti-m.u­
lateu but restrained. It. wiLl be seen (lst ehron. xxbc., 1-19,) 
that for the building of the magnificent Temple -of Solomon, 
there-. tvere no legal enactments. . All wa~ the. result offr~e 
and spontaneous liberality. Dav-idgave of his own proper 
g00d. The chief of the fathers,:and princes,and captains aIle! 
rulers, ." offered willingly,," The-.signal to all was simply 
this,-" Who then is willing 1~ '!The}" offdred willingly, wi~h 
perfec.t. heart they Qffered willingly unto the ;Lord." ... 
;: The whole system Of tithes, among the IS).'!'lalites, though of­
Divine prescription, and undoubtedly equitable, from its.pecn::­
liar nature,. was practised among the dlfferenttnbes, "not,by 
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constrain t but willingly." The Priests had no authority to keep­
a vigilant watch for their portions, nor were the Rulers. com,.. 
manded to enfo·rce· payment. It appEJal"p (Mal. iii., 8-10,) 
that the tithes might be withheld, but that this being a sin di­
rectly against God, not against ci vii Rulers, expo<3ed those whe) 
committed it to his awful judgments; and that tile giving of 
the tithes, being a Divine ordinance, ~s to he . practised in· 
faith, and. in the assurance .Dean enriching blessing' 

W:thregard to the evidel'lce of the New Testament for the 
voluntary support of the Christian Church, it is sufficiently 
GopioU3 in itself, and decis~ive of the question. 

It is eilough, one would think, to refer here to the ninth, 
chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, where, from the 
ninth to the eighteenth vevs.e, the Apostle Paul is most p_oi;n;ted 
alld minute on the duty of .the Church to snpport its Mini5ters; 
and where, besides expl'essl,y designating it an ordmance 'of 
Chri.tt to do so, he employs figures and a1iu"ions by which it 
is"1impo-:3sible to mistake his meaning, and, by which the very 
thought of a legal provis:ion, must to everyurrprajudLced and 
serious reader; be regarded as an anti-Christian invasion on 
the order enjoined ,by the Church's He1).d. . ' . 

The Scriptural evidence. on this question migbtbe exhibited 
in detail. B-ut ,i·t is unnecessary,-and it may simply be 
r-a-marRed. thatthsre is a danger, lest those who give counten~ 
ance to this hum:lI1 invention exp03ethemselves to two. very 
serious charges : ~First, to the char-ge'of attemp:ing to~' add" 
to G;rd's Word, as their system is not to be found in it; and, 
secendly, to tae opposite charge of" taking away') from God's 
Word, as ths operation of th3ir-system!usually supercedes,an 
expres3 appointment of Christ:-" L@t him that is taught in 
the Word communicate to him that; teacheth in all .g0od 
thing3." .L3tthose who, unthinkingly, have hitherto be.en_th:e 
frieads of this invasion on the pfilrogatives 0f Christ, censider 
his ~\)leml1 testimony,.~xpre_ssing the danger of suoh ,conduct; 
ao presented (Rev. XXll., 18, 19):+;d~v.ar<lthe close of the saored 
vJlume,. and let them horiouraMy.y.ield to the furce of truth, 
renounclilg every-practice f'H WITlch they have na.-Divine war-
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rnnt, and for which they cannot point out a-" Thus saith-the 
Lord." -The truth is, the volunlarysuppol t of the Gospel is 
as much a Divine ordinance asthe Lord's Supper is, and we 
might as consistently supercede or suppress tne one as the 
other i-for "even so hath the Lord ordained that they who 
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel." 

It \,-as weII fiiid by Dr.- Campbell of Aberdeen, a Minister 
of the-Established ChUfCh,-" Our only method is persuasion, 
not compulsion. The only terrors we set before men, are not 
the terrors either of the Magistrate, or of the mob; they are 
the terrors of the Lord; the dread of incurring the Divine dis­
pleasure, and the tremendous judgment ()f the world to come; 
as, Oil the other hand, the only allurements are the Divine pro­
mises. The ,veapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
thro~1gh God to the pulling down of strong holds. Are those 
spiritual weapons now so blunted, that without the coarse im­
plements sllpplied by human laws, they would be of no utility 1 
Is it not mOst natural to think that a-cause will be best -snp­
ported by the same means by which it received its first footing 
:n the e-arth 1 _ Ought there not to appear in the servant some 
portion, some traces of the spidt of t·he Master 1 Shall we 
think of any expedient for defending the cause of Chriat, dif­
ferent from those which He himself and His Apostle'! so SllC­

cessfully emplo;red 1 Nay, it were well if all that could be 
said ,vere, thar we employed' different measures If< 111 those 
employed by them. - Some of ours, I am afraid, on exanlina­
!ion, will be fopnd to be the reverse of theirs. Chl'ist engaged 
by beirig)ovely ; we would constrain by being frigh-tful. The 
for~el' conqt\ers fhe heart; the latter, at most, but forces an 
extern:al and hypocritical conipliance,--a thing hateful to God, 
and dishonourable to the cause of hisSon. ' 

" Christians in' ancient times confided in the Divine tlromi­
ses; we, in these days, con/iJe In Acts 'of Parliament. - They 
trusted to the sword of the SpiRit for the defenc,e of truth, and 
the defeat orerior; we trust to the sword of the Magistrate. 
God's pr,lmises-do well enough when the Legi~lature is our 
surety. Bllt if yo destroy the hedges arid the bu! warks which 
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the laws have rai~eu, we 'shall cry wIth Israel ill the days of 
Ezel{iel, Beholu, our bones are dried, our hope is lost, we are .. 
cut off from our parts! There is no more security for the true. 
religion! Protestantism is gone! All is lost! lVe shall be, 
Papists presently! Shall we never reflect on the de?uncia.­
tion of the Prophet,--' Cursed is tbe man that trllsteth In man,. 
anu maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from t~e 
Lord l' Let me tell those people, ~o distrustful i'n Gou's pro­
vidence, and/promises, and so confiuent in tqe arm of flesh,! 
that the true religion never flourished so much, never spread; 
5.orapidly, as when, insteau of persecuting, it was ,persecuted" 
instead of obtaining support from human sanctions, it had alii 
the terrors of the Magistrate, and of tbe laws armed against it~. 
Do we provoke the Lord to jealou<y, are we stronger than 
he l' " 

Let no man therefore allow himself any longer to believe 
that there is the slightest warrant in the Bible for such a thing 
as a civil Establishment of the Chr!stian Religiol'), It is an 
anti-Christian invasion.. It i~ the very germ of the Man of. 
Sin. _ 

But it is not the practice, a~ we have said, but simply the. 
princirle of an Establishment for which our friends in thili. 
country contend, and therefore \ve shall look at the subject, 
not so much as a practical question, as a mere -theory. Wefe, 
we sure it would always remain in this dormant state no harm 
could result from it. At the same time it should be rem\3.I:Il", 
bered that the praetice being, as we have alre&dy said, but the 
development of the principle, so whatcve:- can be said against 
the practice must also militate against the principle. If the 
practice make the civil Magistrate the judge of what is true, 
religion, or r:1ther which of all the denominations of the Church. 
is in neare~t conf~rmity to t~e Scripture~, the principle milst 
concede thIS as hIS prerogatIve. If the practice is. a refusal 
of the unfettered right to the subject to worship God accord-; 
il,lg to hisyonscil;m~e) ~he p~inciple would lea-d to this opprell, 
81On. If ~he practIce IS unJllst~so must b~ the principle. If 
the practlce~be unscriptural, the principle can be no where 
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found in the Word of God •. Itis surely, therefore, a seriou;, 
ques!ion,--Is it the duty, and can it ever be the dllty of the civil 
government of a couIitry, to support and propagate Christian­
ity by the appropriation of public secular funds 1 Or is this, 
in any possible eirc.umstances, a part of the Magistrate's civil 
functi(lns 1 There are those, we know, and among them are not 
a few of the Minister~ of the Presbyterian Chul'ch oJ Canada~ 
who condemn all existing Establishments of religion, and ""ho 
consider it unlawful to receive endowments from any existing 
governments. Nay., there are tho:3e who have honvurably re~ 
fused to accept of endowments and who have relinquished 
thern,. because the p~esent govem'lne'lt'make the offer indis­

,criminately to Papists and Protestants. It is .well that they 
have come thus f'aT .. Still they hold by the pri!!ciple' as in 

,-itself la wful, Bu.tH should be remembered that all that can 
be said against the gerieral practice might be sa·id against the 
principle under every modification. Even where er.dowments 
are surrendered or refused· because the government bestow 
them "withotitreference to the distinction between truth and 
error;" there is the concession, which we l!bsolutely condemn, 
that itbe!·ongs to civil rulers to decide which of all the deno­
ririntlti'ons is the tL'He religion. There is in this, tao,we regret 
io'~ay,a clinging to the ptincipleofanEstablishment, conceiv­
irig that the State may yet be such in a, religious view,as to 
make· it lawful (or the Church to ,receive endowments. ' But 

-might it not OCCUf to any reflecting person that were the gov­
erriinentand population of the couritry :thH3 "spiritually- ltn­
proved the civil provision would be So much the less necessal'y, 
The necessity fOl;endowrtJent a;lways ·supposes the htngour 0.1' 

decline of religion; for ·Christian';! under elevated -religious 
principle are always wi/hng to,grve their support; and thatpro­
bably beyond Whl!-t. is neeeBsaJ.'Y tothe Cnristia:n Chllrch~ We 
shouHltherefol'e reJoice, to see those who have fav~ured the 
Establishment principle cottitng~tward like men, and decl:a·'r­
inO:their absoluUHih'd uttet opposition to civilEst'aMi~hmerits 
l>f~rel-rg:ion in' all circumstances, both·. in theory and} practice. 
ltti:ti~ht well be asked on this aubject,--When did t,begdvern.-
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ment of am" country endow only. we might almost ~ayendow 
at all the t~ue religion. Those who comparE" hIstory with 
prophecy will grant that. this has never been done. W3en 
first Constantine endowed the Chur,ch it ceased to be the true 
Church, and becan.;e corrupted by the throng of hypocrites" 
formalisfs, and worldly men, who crowded ipto its pale; .and 
then the true Church began, unconnected with the State, to 
retire to the wilderness. This is a remarkable fact, which, 
when accurately stLld1ed, and understood, is the death-blow 
to Establishments of religion, in theory as well as practice,.as 
having any place in the Word of God. But suppose a govern­
ment to endow only truthlV\ToJ.!ldthat warrant the receiving of 
the endowment by a Christian Church ? No: it would not. 
The truth is, .th3.t the princi pIe of not receiying endowment~ 
ii'om a government which endows both truth and error, is a 
maintaining that in' somecir()umstances endowments are right, 
civil Establishments of religion right ; and that it is only in the 
supposed present state of matters that endowments cannot be 
received with consistency. But we fearles~ly maintain, and 
humbly defy all opposition, on Scri.ptural grounds, that endow­
ments are wrong in every state of a government,-thateyen 
what might, with some plausibility be called a Clll'istian Gov~ 
ernment, has:no right, and no call, to endow the Church; and 
l11at the Church shOUld refuse-endowments from every govern­
ment; and in every conuition,--that evel1 the best government 
endowing the best Church is an action unjust, injurious, un­
scriptural; and that,the best prQof that it is the best Church 
that has this offer made to it, mar possibly be proved by its 
coming forward and giving a respectful and unqualified refusa,l 
to such Iln "ffer, and throwing itself simply' and wholly on 
Christ,and Christ's peo_ple, for support and encouragement. 

But as the practice of civil E_stablishments of religion is in 
olir view wrong.in all circu.mstancj:ls, so is:the principle; and 
therefore the differenc~ between the friends and the opponent~ 
of this principle 'is irreconcilable. Thero is no middle position 
bet:-vee,\ the parties. Forbearance is the only ground on 
whlChJhey can <w·operate. Many of qur friends, we rejoice; 
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condemn all existing Establishments of religion, yet they can­
not come the length of openly profes~ing Voluntaryism. Still 
as they have no benefit from the mere principle of an Estab­
lishment, they take all the benefit of the Voluntary principle. 
They burden Voluntaryism for their support, whilst they dis.­
own it as their creed. They profess the Establishment princi­
ple, from which they obtain nothing; they repudiate the Vo­
luntary principle, from which they obtain every thing. This 
has'surely the appearance of trifling with a sacred matter. 
They come out from the Establishment in practice, but they 
do not come out in theory; and they go over to the Volunta. 
ries in practice, but do not go over to them in theory, Their 
,p(:)~ition in this reilpect remind us of the angel, in the Apoca­
lypse, who set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foo.t upon 
the earth, and crie~ as the original might be translated,­
" The time shall not be yet." They are saying,-It is too 
soon to leave the Establishment altogether. They were wholly 
on the sea when in the Establishment, and ready to be over­
whe,lmed. Unwilling to leave It, yet desirous to find safety, 
they put only the left foot on the shore, leaving the other in 
the sea, ifperadvenlure, by a c:1ange of wind or tide the sink­
ing principle of an Establishment might yet be able to carry 
them. Better s..urely, we would say, to step at once fully on 
dry land,-where the rage of the ocean would not qe able to 
overwhelm them. In plajn language, it would be every way 
preferable to step over in theory as well as practice to the 
Voluntary principle. In our view they will never hdve a sure 
and Scrip-tural basis till they do so. May the Lord hasten in 
His time this honourable course, In the meanwhile; although 
it may nQt be evident to themselves, there. is a Janger that 
they appear to others to be halting betweE'n two opinions,­
presenting what may be thought, by stranger:! to their sterling 
character, a cowardly indecision, and a want of due depend­
ence on the Great Head ef the Church, whose Kingly prero­
gatives they lire sa zealous to maintain. Let them give ,up 
ihis seemingly half measure, and go !Ill the length, decla~ng 
~hemselves tobe,.excludvely, for Christ's plan of supportmg 

F 
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un(~ propaglling theOospel, in al! r.ircllmstan.:es of the Chul'0b, 
both in theory and practice. ' 

The EstablishlIlent principle may be harmless as a theory. 
But it ha~ in it the essence of inj'l:ltice, and the elements of 
uiscorll. It is a pri"ciple .vhich we consider most dangerous 
in it3elf, subversive of the King~y office of Christ, andjlltogc­
ther con~rary to the IVord of Gocl. To allow the endowment 
of the Christian Churc.h by the civil Magistrate to be lawful, 
is a principle which might in a short time paralyse, if not de­
stroy, every legitimate ancl Scriptlll'al effort for the~upport and 
propagation of the Gospel. It is surely an. ir..consistency to 
profes;> tbe Estq.bli~hment principle, and yet to practise the 
Voluntary. For if it be the Magistrate's duty to provide for 
the Church, which we deny, why do Ministers among us, 
maintaining this ooctrine, as we have h~ard them doing, en­
deavour by every possible lTleans to arouse their people to 
ro.i~e money sufficient to support religion 1 Why, in particu­
lar, do tbey urge ~his as a Cbri,tian duty? If it be the Ma­
gistrate's duty, it is not the people's. But it is the people's· 
duty, nay, their pri \'ilegE>, as some of the keenest defenders of 
the K:tablishment principle have been heard declaring, to 'ltlP- " 
port and extend the Gospel,-a duty surely of the opportu­
nity of per:orming which they ought not Ly any arrangement 
to be deprived. But when the Magistrate interferes with his 
etll,lowments, th3 people are robbed of this privilege, and pre­
vented from performing this duty. What a clashing of senti­
ment! HolY incongruous do these views seem to be! Are 
we still to say, when the great schemes of the ChufGh, sus­
tained exclusively, by the free-will offerings of the Christian 
people, have been so signally blessed by God, that it is the 
duty of the Magi~trate to provide for religion, and that it is 
lawful for him in any 'Circumstances ,to apply the secular fundi 
of the nation to this object? VVhat ingratitude wonld seem to 
be indicated here to the Great Head of the Church, who has 
done so much for us, and what distrustin Him for the future! 
What a return would this be for the rapid crl'owth of our 
Church in Canada, by the very means whieho this principle 
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WOllld set aside, and which wilhall our disposition to leject, 
have been so signally owned. and honoured by Christ! and 
what might the people of our communi<)ll well Eay to liS, if 
we still hold it to be the ('ivilMagistl'ate's duty to endow the 
Ohurch? When we press them for funds to carryon our 
schemes, when we urge them tv contribute liberally to our 
Mission scheme, to our College scheme, and especially to the 
Rupport of the Ministry, they might fitly turn upon us, and 
say--'Apply not to us, but go to the civil Magistrate, whMe 
duty you say it is to provide for the Church, and to employ 
tbe funds oftbe nation for the support of religion. The peo­
ple would thus serve us as we deserve; and the sooner they 
do so are we the more likely to be brought to our senses on 
this subject, and initiated in the principles of Scriptural wi8-
dum. 

The views oCthe opponents of civil Establishments here are 
sound and Sr::riptural. They are the dictates of Gammon 
sen~e, of commQl1 justice, of true philosophy. Theirs is the 
Bible plan. It is the plan of the Christian Church before it 
was corrupted by State inc(,rporation. It is Christ's plan; 
and it is the people's duty, nay, their honour and privilege to 
(ollow it. And it is the plan which \\ ill carry forward ami 
complete the triumphs 01 the Church, when the exotic and 
sinf91 views of the advocates of the civil Establishment prin­
ciple are. discarded, anel, we trust, consigned to merited and 
everlasting oblivion. . 

In many other views this branch of our subject might be 
taken up. But we are disposed 10 leave it to the calm and 
candid consideration of serious persons. The subjec.( is one 
which deserves to be studied by Christians; foJ' this principle 
of a civil'Establishment, which so many are still disposed to. 
modify rather than renounce, has been a curse to the Chris­
tian Ch·urch, and, we might say, has occasioned the spiri:nal 
desolations of many generationst During the first three ('.en­
turies, when no civil Establishments existed, the Word of. the 
Lord gre"v and multiplied. It is true there were corruptIOns 
in the v·isible Chureh during these early times; and it would 
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be wrong to suppose that the civil Establishment of religion by­
Constaotine the Great, originated all the departures from the 
Apostolic model. It is certain, however, that corruptions of 
a new and morp, formidable kind were introduced when Chris­
tianity was ineorporated with the Roman State; and, there is 
not a doubt that this unhallowed union was the cause. Chiefly 
was it found that by thus legalising Christianity the professing 
Ministers of the Gospel beeame am bitious, and worldly-mind~ 
ed ;,.and that multitudes who had no knowledge of Christian­
ity, and no love to its doctrines and duties, crowded into mem­
bership with the Church. It has been the same in all ages 
as might be substantiated by a thousand proofs. 

Even the l principle of a civil Establishment of religion, in 
the most favourable circumstances, is a sacrifice of the Church's 
i ndepelluence, and must be derogatory to the supremacy of 
Christ. It is beyond our power to conceive how some can 
reconcile their sincere and zealous testimony for the Kingly 
prerogatives of Christ, and the inherent right of the Church to 
be governed exclusively by His laws, with what has been justly 
and emphatically styled_CO The Pagan principle of an Estab­
li~hment.'" These are opposite 'points, and altogether incom­
patible. No endowed Church is untl'ammelleu by the State. 
The thing is impossible. It 'Tould, indeed, be unrf'asonable 
to expect it. If the State endow any portion of the Church, 
it has a right to know VI' hat that denomination teaches, and 
even to control its' administrations. For why should it pay 
without determining what it paya for 1 This was the original 
arrangement in regard even to the Church of Scotland. The 
State judged of its constitution and principles, before it adopt­
ed it as the Church or the Nation; and nothing of that con­
stitution, and none of these principle~, has the Church., so es-

'*' S"ee the Christian Times, No 28, publi.hed in LOAdon, in an arti­
ti;le on the Free Evangelical Church at Geneva. The Rev. Baptist 
Noel makes use of similar lan~llage respeminO' the Establishment 
principle,-" The general practi~e, Pagan and Papal. but not Christian 
can ill be pleaded in behalf of a principle which it illustrates only t~ 
brand it with eternal infamy." • 
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tabIished a right to alt~r without the peImission and sanction 
of the State. To suppose that a Church may be endowed by 
the State, and at the same time independent of the' State is 
Utopian. - It never was; it never can be. To hold e:ven the 
principle, which if reduced to praotice would destroy the 

, Church's independence, is surely an incGnsistency in: all who 
seek and val~le that independence. 

If we would have perfect lInityin sentiment, feeling, ahd 
action, We would say, and conclude bv saying, in the word" of 
the celebrated Dr. Wardlaw,-" L6tevery thing be removed 
out of the Wtl.y for which the Word of the Lord is not pleaded, 
that tends to mar this unity, to impede this harmonious co-ope­
ration. Above all, let that unauthorised alliance of the Church 
with the State be broken up. On ali the grounds that have 
be,@n pleaded let it be broken up; and, especially, and prima­
rily; all the ground of its contrariety, to the constitution of the 
New Testament Church, as exhibited in the records of prin­
ciple and practice given bY.inspiratiol1 of God. Let the autho­
rity of the Apostleilbe admittecparamonnt and permanent, 
and the cause is settled. I recul', in cOllclusion, to my grand 
funuamental principle. I have no feal',-I dare have no fear­
of consequence, when I am satisfied of the Scriptural autho­
rity of my principles. Let th~l11 b~ proved unsr.riptural, and 
I shall instantly give, to the ,win.ds all reasoning on other 
grounds. Aud, if on the contrary, their SCl'iptural auth'ority 
has been satisfactorily. established, let reasO,n.ings on other 
grounds against them be given to the wind::; ,by tnei!' PPpon.ents. 
Let Christians bring their controverSies on this great question 
to the one and onl)' authoritative te~t ;--':"let them'hringthem 
to that test in the spirit of mutual love; for the mow lova ihe 
more candour, and the mote candour the more agreement;­
and let them lJl'ing them to that ~~3t in the spil'it offaith in, God, 
calmly, and resolutelydetermw'3l1, that whatel'er they find, 
there they,will follow, and that whatever they do not find 
there they 'will renounce, follow fearLes.sly:.-renounce -fear­
ressly,-in t1e full as'Snrance .that what has Go~'~( sanct!olj 
will have God's ble~sing,-and that what h<:3 not Hls sanctlon 

F" 
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and blessing can never prosper, If this be aone, th~ union of 
the Church with the State must be abandoned; for who ,pleacs 
for it the authority of the Apostles t Where, i.n th:-ir wr~ti?gs, 
is its pa,Uern,-where its principle,-whereeven its an~Clpa­
tion, unless in the prophecies of the mystery ofiniquity,­
Babylon the Great 1 With this Mystery of Iniquity it is :'Vrupt 
up in a common doom; the one and the other belonging to 
the same system, On all the parts of that system the doom 
may not light i-n the same manner, or with the same weight, 
But the system must fall, . It must fall, that the Chumh may 
rise, The hour that dissolves her alliance with the world wiH 
be the hour of her salvation, in which the exulting address of 
the evangelical prophet will again becortle appropriate;­
, Arise, shine, for thy light is corne, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee.' It will be the dawnof the Millenial day; 
The Church will be the light of the world." 

PART FOURTH. 

The Defence of the Civil Esta:blis1tment Principle,jrom tke 
Power assigned in tM Cortfession to the Magistrate in 
matters of Religion, is dishonouring to_ the Royal Pre~' 
rogatives of .Ch1'ist. 

Driven from their usual comse of attempting to defend the 
Civil Establishment of religion by the common arguments from 
Scirpture, or even expediency, which haveloJ)g, been felt 
powerless and futile, the over-zealolls friends of the Establish­
ment Principle seem to have sele.cted as their dernier resod, 
though we believe through inadvertency, a defence. of their 
favourite principle from a perversion of apreciolls doctrine 
of Scripture,-forming a great department of tile Messiah'ti 
Headship. Hence the lawfulness of Civil Establishment~ of 
religion has oflate been maintained among us from what, we 
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apprehend, is an unscripturalview ofthe character and king­
dom of the Mediator. C,hrist.is saict to be King of Nathlns, 
as well as King of the Church. We have no objections to, 
this phraseology as .it is Scriptural. But we ohject to its ap­
pl,to/ation to the N ati.ons of the World geographically or politi­
cally consiuered,as unwarranted in reference to Chl'ist as 
Mediator. On this last part afour Tract, as perhaps it is the 
most important, it is necessary to enter at considerable length, 
and, with much ser,jous, concern [or the erthodoxy of our 
Chur,ch. . . .' '. . 

The generaldoc,trine of Christ's Headship is one of vital 
importanee, and one 011 whieh .it is most desirable that 
christians be not only of one mind, but that their views have 
scriptural accurac,Y. Now on the subjeetof Christ's Head­
ahip over the Church there seems to be no difference among 
tlte friends and opponents of civil Establishments. The latter 
perhaps witness for this great doctrine with mOI'e scriptural 

. simplicity and purity than .the former. For if Christ be tile 
sole King of Zion, which both parties profess to believe, then 
where the most unfettered Kingly power is ascribed to Him, 
He is honoured .the most. Let us see then which of the sys­
(ems in this view gi~-es .the mos,t unrestricted glory to Christ. 
Voluntary Churchesgive Him supreme and absolute authori­
ty, for they e",clude all other power; and regard His kingdom 
as.gloriol,lsly independent of a11.othe,1' kingdoms,- whether for 
guidance, protection, supply, liberty, or influence, and thu;, as 
requiring no foreign aid, but exelusively provided. [or, and e!n­
tirely governed hy Christ himself .. WhereasCll'l1'ehes hold-

, ing the civil Establishment principle,-Illthough they may be as 
strenuous in professing the- supreme Headship of Christ in Hi'S 
Church, do, notwithstanding; aseribe I):ingly prerogatives to 
Him with.such reserve, though unintentional, as seriously af­
fects that glory which is du~ ullio His Name. They maintain 
that it is the duty pf: the civil Magistrate to' provide for the 
Ohul'ch,--tha~ is they ma·ke Christ's kingdom,· Wihich they say 
is inuependent,to l'E1qnirethe help of worldly kingdo~s, to be 
ullable' to support itself, and ob~iged to implore assistance frmn 
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other kingdoms. That DivmeSaviour who says" the silver 
is mine and the gold is mine,"-\vho, if hungry would not tell 
us, for the world is His and the fullness thereof, is, by this ar­
rangement, presented as in circumstance~ of penury and want, 
find as looking for support to His cverlatiting kinguom, to the 
transient kingdoms of this world. His own exchequer is 
empty, at ;east is not sufficiently replenished ,to enable Him to 
carry forlVard the operations of His kingdom. What! is 
Christ, wl10se power IS invincible, whose wisdom is unerring, 
whose resources are unbounded, thus left to court the fa vo l'r 
of' earthly potentates,-to cringe for shelter and supplies for 
His 9hurch to the haughty rulers of this world? Must Christ, 
the King of kings, do lealty to the kings of the earth for His 
sceptre, as if his own resources were inadequate, as it He had 
not the hearts of all men in His hand, and could not incline 
and enable his own servants and people to give of their wOTldly 
substance all that was necessary for ihe outward support of 
His kingdom! Or, if that were in$ufIicient, as if He could 
not make even the nations of the worlll, as He will at length 
do, withrlUt the constraining influence of ci viI rulers, to, bring 
their wealth anu their glory into the Church 'to advance His 
cause! This is one view in which, whilst the advocates of 
civil E~tablishments of religion are exalting with the one hand 
the royal prerogatives of Christ, they are left, unwittingly, to 
lower theLr, with the other. Whether then, it may be asked, 
are the friend:> or the opponents of eivil Establishments the 
most honourable and the most Scriptural testifiers for the Head­
ship of Christ over His Church? Which most excludes hu­
man authority? Which m03t acts on the pL'inciple that the 
Church ha,s no King but Jesm? Which best remembers that 
His authority is absolute and exclusive? Every thing, 8urely 
that brings the Church under other influence must militat~ i 

against His supreme Headship ... The Church Of kingdom of 
Christ is iwlependent,absolutely independent 0f all civil autho­
l'iLy. "It is for this independen~e that we make onr stand. 
It is because ~ve would not ~ave it in any way, or in any 
Hleasur~) qualified that we dIsown ;lnd resist the· Church':> 
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establishment by the State, for it is clear as day that such 
establishment involves, and must involve, a qualifying of this 
independence ."" 

On the other department of Chri~t's Mediatorial Kingdom, 
we were not aware ti.l1lately, some friends of the crvil Estab­
lishment principle seem to have adopted what we think erro­
neous views, to which they attach "essential" importance. 
They call this His Headship over the nations. The opponents 
of civil-Establishments, without objecting to this designation, 
prefer calling it, or rather calling the important doctrine which 
it misrepresents, Christ's Headship over _ tbe world, or the 
subsidiary depal·tment of His Medi atorial Ki ngdom,- com pre­
hendin-g all who are not believers, to di~tingui&h it from HltJ 

kingdom proper, 01' H's Church. The difference between the 
parties here is, that th~ advocates of Establishments apply the 
deJlignation,-King of natio~s in a manner whlch blends and 
confoundll the two great c.lasses of manl\ind,-believers and 
unbelievers, in relation to Christ; whereas the opponents of 
Establishments in speaking_of Chriat as King of the nations,or 
of the world, refer the designation to none who-are members 
of the Church; Lut apply it only to those who have no gra­
ciolls relatiornhip to Christ. It is on ti,at doctrine, in our view 
altogether gratuitous, whi.:h is called Christ's Headship over 
the nations geographically considered, or in civil matter~,tthat 
the the.ory ora civil Establ!~hment seems by many to be found­
ed. Christ is King of nations, we have heard it said, and 
therefore the civil rulers of nations should endow the Chur~b. 
But we object to the premises here, as well as to the conclu­
sion; and we would Bay, in the werds of the Rev. B. Noel 
on another point,-(' The cause must be desperate ifable men 

* The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow. 

t We suspect our friends have no fixed or distinct iueas 011 this 
611bject. At one meeting of ~resbytery,. I beard a member say,-Ye3, 
they mean! nations geo~raphlcaIlY,!!JpnSl(lered ;-a~d at another meet" 
iug the same person sa\d-The_y difl not mean natjons geographIcally 
consiuered but nations in their civil matters. We do not see what 
dijfere.nce tLis makeo; and we eqllally object to both statemenls. 
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can finJ no better Scriptural evidence to support 'It." 'We 
are at aloss to know where the doctrine of Christ's Headship 
over the nations, in this view, is to be found, except in the. 
minds of thm'e who have eonceived it. It is no where pre­
sented in the Word of God. What is meant by it 1 Are \"'e 
really to understand that Christ, 3f'Mediator, is King of Great. 
Brit:1in, King of France, King of Spain, and King of every 
Gountry on earth; and that He presides, or ought to preside, 
in all their politieal moverne,nts; and that the whole secular 
administration of every kingJom should be eonducted as under 
His mediatorial governmE:nt? 'Would not ihis be derogatory 
to Christ 1 WOlllJ not this stain Ol'destroy the spirituality of 
Hi:, kingdom 1 WoulJ not this bl' likening Him to the Pope, 
of Rome, not now, but when in the plenitude of his 'power, 
by m:1 king Him at once a temporal and a spiritual Ruler? We 
put it to the judgment of every cool and reflecting individual 
jf such a vieVi; of Christ's Headship over the nations does not 
tend to deteriorate rather than to advance His glory. Weshall 
yield to none in honest and ardent zeal to ascribe all power 
and dominion aRd glory to the Saviour's Name: but we posi­
tively deny that the Scriptures give the smallest countenance 
to this conception; and we maintain that this is an interfer­
ence with the outward concerns of nations whiGh Christ, as 
Mediator, not only never i'>ought, but uniformly disclaimed. 
Til llO, when be~et by enemies who w:shed to entangle Him in 
His talk, and to have something whereof to accuse Him, He 
showed Himself to be no pretender to earthly royalty, for, 
saId He,-'~ Render unto Cresar the things which are Cmsar's, 
and unto God the things which are Gou' ... " It may be noti.ced 
that the very handle which the Jews made, when they insist 
e:l. on the crucifixion of Christ, was from the pretensions which 
they alleged He had made to be KinO" of the Jews and thus a 
rival to Cmsar, who then' swayed th~ sceptre (Jf ~he Roman 
Empire, of which Judea was at that time a Province. Hence 
said the Jews to Pilate, in reference to Christ,-" If thou Jet 
lhis man ga thou art not Cmsar's friend, whosoever maketh 
himself a king speaketh against Cmsar." We may add, that 
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when arraigrfed before Pilate, and interrogated if He were 
the King oftht1 Jews, He denied not that He was a King; but 
to prevent all supposed interference between His kingly 1're­
rogatives and those of Cresar or o(,er earthly monarchs, He 
deClared that His kingdom was entirely ofa l~iff~rent descrip­
tion f['om: theirs, :-'" My kingdom,'~ saiu He; "is not of this 
world; if my kingdom were of this w0rld, then would my 8er­
vant~ fight that I should not be delivered to the Jews, but now 
is my kingdom not from hene-e." Such were the lessons, on 
this subject, which the Saviour himself taught. 

Those who hold that Christ ill King of the nations of the 
world, as such, we SU3pect do npt exactly mean what their 
'words import. Some of them have told us they mean only 
th::tt H:3 is " King of kings and Lord of Lords," and of course 
if t~ey keep by the language of Scripture, which they should 
do when they cannot express Bible doctrine otherwise, we 
~ntirely agrl'Je with them. But how often do we hear it said 
that Chri.st, as M~diator, is King of nations, meaning nations 
as to their geographical boundaries,· and how often is it main-, 
tained that all the affairs.of na,tion8, civil as well as sacred, 
should ~e 1111naged under Him as Mediator. Now it is this 
doctrine which we absolutely refuse. Viewir,g Christ as God, 
it is tl'Ue, that in commJn with th~other nersons of tne Goc[­
head, HJ is the King of nations, and men in their national 
clpacity ar~ ur,der His moral government, and bound to act 
under Him in civil and political matters, and to regulate every 
national intere~t as unuer law to Him. But as Mediator, 
afthough Clutst'll power is unlimited, and thus equally exten­
sive with His power &s. God, yet it is only ex.ercised.in refer­
ence to His Church. It extend~ o.\'er the Church .toguard, to 
guide, to supply, to bless, and it extends.ovi:Jr all rhil'lgs beyonu 
the range oft~e Church, to restrain anu regulate, as He sees 
n~cessary, for pr:eventing injury and securing'benefitto }lIs 
people; ..'..,..... 

Let 1.15 not be· misunderstoou ;\ve are not denying 1he su­
premacy of Christ over th~'whole world; we a~e not denying 
that the affairs.of nations whether sacred or secular are under 
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His cl)ntrol and direction, and that He overrules and manages 
them for the interests of His Church; nor are we wishing to 
!Set nations free from the obligations which all men in them are 
under to acknowledge and embrace Christ for salvation, and 
to conduct their uuties of whatever kind in subserviency to His 
,glory. But we are objecting to the phraseolsgy that nations 
_and civil rulers, as such, (that is irrespective of being christians) 
,are under law to Chri~t, so as to he capable of, or called to 
active service tor Him as Meuiator. There have been views 
presented on this subject against whieh we would-de weUto' 
,guard, because they are not only contrary to scrirture, but re­
,pugnant to reason itself. We are never to imagine with some 
good people that all outward things in the kingdom of nature 
and providence, as an eminent divine" of last (',entury expres­
ses it,-" considered 1n their material being, as ebvlOus to 
oommon sense, and considered ill their natural ordering to their 
naturfll ends, were transferred to the Mediatol'ial Kingdom of 
Christ," because it would follow from this that aU outwarrl 
blessing enjoyed" by unbelievers thro~gh the world, as well 
as by believers were properly from Christ as Mediator, and 
through the channel of His blood." . 

It is necessary to distinguish between the kingdoms of nature 
and of grace, and about the administration of Christ being con­
ducted in a suitableness to the nature of the one and of the 
other.' "If it be said" Rays the same· author, "that all out­
ward thingR of this world in themselves considered, and in all 
respects, do belong to the Kmgdom of Christ as Mediator, 
which is all a kingdom of gmce, we absolutely reject this doc­
trine, as not only without foundation in scripture, but as con­
trary both to scripture and reason, and .what greatly derogates 
fro~ the glory of our Lord Jesus Chrisl, as He is God over 
all blessed fol' ever, and Ii~ewise as bringing a -cloud upon His 
glory as Mediator.~' . 
. The following additional observations on ihis, important sub~ 
Ject, made by the same venerated father, and which have al. 

'it< The Re~. Adam Gibb of Edinburgb. 
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ways been neld in the Church of which he was one of -the 
earliest founders, wlll serve to present it in a scriptural light. 
, "1. All divine prerogatives al')d administrations, are to be 
ascri'bed to Him who is our glorious Mediator, though all mllet 
not be ascribed to Him as Mediator. And there is no contro- , 
versi,here, about what glory belongs to Christ, but only about 
the ,dIfferent r~s'pects in which all glory belongs to hrm. For 
our LOIJ JeswIChrist,-consideredas God 'and considered as 
Mediator, is still one and the same person: wher.efore an as-' 
cribing of some things to Him as God, and of other thing"to~ 
Him as Mediator. is not an'a'!cribing of these difFerent things 
to different persons, hut an ascribing of all to Qneand lhe same 
gloti OilS person . 

" 2. There ooght not to b~ a confolmding of our Lord's Di. 
vine and Medjat'Qry glory, or of his essential and acquired 
glory,-for ihis must be a detl'actirigfromHis Godhead. And 
to suppose as if all glory, orglol'iolJs characters and adminis­
tr.aiions, which are ascribed to ,Him in Sc,ripture, were to 
be understood of Him as Mediator,~is to deny His God'head. 

"3. There art! rights and prerogatives of Christ's Godhead,. 
in th.egovernment Ci)f this world, which cannot be suspended, 
or .s.uperseded, as' to the exer~ise thereof. It -is insepanibltf 
from :11i8 Godhead to govern the world of his creatures' while 
He 's~eR meet to preserve the same, and that by an,orderingall 
fia.tural thing~ of:the world in their natural course, to their na­
tural' ends,-.by ordil)al'Y and common providence:. And, 
therefore, to suppose Rs·if all this common providence 'were 
n'o'w trar.J:s'ferred over to Ghrist's mediatory capacity and 
kingdom, is:to suppose as if a divine administration, which is 
inseparable from His Godhead,were laid.aside, for giving place' 
to· a: mediatory administration, which would be a material de~ 
bying or degrading of His Godhead. " 

;'~'Moreo'Ver, the same administrations materiallyconsiderl!'.d,: 
are, i'n- different respects, to' b~ ascribed unto Christ both:' ali 
God and as Mediat0r. For each of his administrations in so. 
far as it was preparatory unts, proeeed~ upon, or is introduced. 
by a !ati~faotioA to law and ju~tice,-lllust be as.('ribed unto> 

G 
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Him as Mediator: but the same administrations, in so far ~as 
theyl.Jear allY .other resp.ects must be a cribed to Him a~God-1 
Thu~1 particularly, the Judgment of ungodly ~en, conslCiercd 

. as it terminates ill tliei(penlition,--be'ongs, to Rim as. G?d. 
But the same j ucigment, consider,ed as it terminates in a wn-: 
dicating the glory of His uespised grac2, orin a dispbying of 
His glory <lsG-od-man, vr ill exalting thetrinmph of his peot 
ple,'--dotll belong to Him as Mediator. 

"'h The Mediatory Kingdom of our Lord J eSlls is not of 
this worlJ; and thi" hold~ true, concernIng the same, absolute', 
If, or in,all fespects. l'hm; though his Meuiatory Kingdom i~ 
in this v, orlJ,-anu the, things of it are things of thisl worlJ, 
yet no outwaru things whatsoever, considered as things orthi;> 
world, .Of worldly things, can, be justly looked ullO.na;; belong­
ing to His Mediatory Kingdom ;' Of, as belonging to Him; upon 
a right of donation,anll purchase: nonvas sneh a donl).tion anu 
purchalle either needful or competent to him who is over all, 
God blessed foreyer. , But the graciotJs and supernatural orilel'­
irjg of outward material things, unto graciou3 and supeniatural 
end~,-in a channel.oflove and 1a I'our to his. people; and with a 
sub~erviency to the pllrpo.ses and glory of free grace in. their sal­
vatieJn. AlIs'uch ordering of these things, or th'ose cOJlsider­
ed tlDder the formality"ahd in the channel of such gl'acious, 01"­

derings,---..,are"of a quite uifrerent consideration, being not o.f 
this IYOrlJ, thaugh in it, or not of a worldlyna,ture. And til liS; 

according to our Confession of Faith (chap.- v. 7). '.The 
provl.lIence of GO,J, after a most special manner, taketh,car~)Qf 
his Church, and uisposeth of a!l things to the goodtheceof.' " 

In the,se judicioilS remarks we substantially concur; ~nd ,in 
further conf~rmatiori of .om senti[uents on this f>ubjectweii.n,d 
that thewor~ nations 111 Scripture,: as refei"fing.to ;Chii~tls 
Heauohip, is not to be understood ,of: geographical boundarie~ 
Ql',eivilm3.tte;ril,'at ,aU; but is, employed to denote thew(j;'!d

'
3S 

uistiriguisiJed, from! tlteChurch,-All things out of his Chllreh . 
over \vluch I}Q\ver is ,given to Him as lVF~diatQriJU'\l.b(lervien~ 
cJ to ~the inter.ests of HisChun;h.. Hence the, word nations 
very often signifies Gentiles Qr,hcoJhen in I;leripture, anu we 
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helieve that,this is its uniform meani:'g ih any connection it 
has with Christ's Headship:' For instaliee \vhere it is said­
"W!iowould not fea'r thee, 0 King of Nations," it might as 
well be rendert'll 0 King of'the ,G€'ntiles, or 0 King of the 
Heathen. IIi eVery .instance. both'in the Old Testament and 
iii the New, the H~brewand' Greek words are, at the will of 
the translator, H this manner indiscriminately tendered­
n'atioh;s-r gentiles, or heathen, sh€.\ying that they signify the 
Gentilco or heathen,' as distinguished 'fi'om God's people 
Israel, or which is the same thing, the world as distinguished 
from the Church,-and representing the Saviour as having 
e6ntrol over what is out of the Church, as 'i'vell 'as having the 
spE'eial government of the Chnrch·itself. 
~i We aprrell~nd, ho\vever, that it is from the,New Testament 

dliefiy that \ye are to discover the power of tlIe Me,dimor ex­
tended over th~ world. In' the Old Test~ment the descriptions 
refer to the Godhead, Oi' at all events to Ch6s(as Divine.' 'It 
is i·n the New Testament that ,ve'find power o\'cr all 'things 
directly conferred on Christ as Mediator between 'God and 
Man. Thus he ~ays,..:.--." All power is given unto mein heaven 
il'nd upon th.e:earth." But it will'not be difficult fat the care~ 
fui reader to perceive that the Kingly authority of Christ over 
the world is sOlnethingdifferent in itsnafure, exen;ise, and endfl, 
from hi" Kingly authoti,tyover His Church:. The Sc'ripture 
view is that whilst in the Church Christ reigns, and is obeyed, 
his powerextenus'to alloesides his Church; yet only for the 

.Chmch's intere~ts: . He is' head over all things "to his 
Church,"-thatthe'se may be made subsel;vientto his glory in 
the salvation of his Church. It is to rule "over 1he' Church 
that He is her King; 'But He isKing of tlleworld not to j'ule 
over it in the way of requiring obcdienc'e to nis hlWS, but 1'0 keep 
it Unclel; such subjectionand'conti'ol as maybe neces'lary for 
'the ehUl'ch's good. The w~rld is notsubjecfed to Him io 
'serve and obey Him a's the Cliurch does, for thisjtcannot do, 
it issimpl y placed under His control, that passively an\! in vol­
untarily, tts h'e sees meet, it maybe' made the -instrument in 
furthering his graciollspurposes; Thus Pharaoh anu -the 
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Egyptianp, and Cyrus and the Persians, although they neither 
knp.w nor acknowledged God the Saviour, wew made subser­
vient to His gracious purposeR to ~is anC':.ient Church: and 
thus under the New Testament dispe,nsation " the things which 
happened to Paul," are said" to have fallen out rather unto 
the'furtherance of the Gospe!." "The earth" is said to have 
" helped the woman :" and so prosperous was the christian re 
ligion when its friends were subjected to the most furiouB per­
secutions that it hee,ame proverbial, and was found true, that 
" the blood of the martYrs was the seed of the Church." No 
doubt the Nations ought to obey Christ, that is they ought to 
become christians. But eyen the numerous predictions of 
Nations or Kingdoms serving Christ, as in Psalm seventy-sec­
ond,-" All nations shall serve him," are descriptive, not of 
the things whir,h are, but of the things which shall be hereaf­
ter; and before such willing serviee can be rendered it is evi­
dently snpposed that they shall no longer be "reckoned 
among the nations," but shall be "fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household-of faith." 

The d,octrine. of Chr:st's Headship over the world is not so 
,much a separate doctrine, we apprehend, as a subordmat. 
,part of His Headsbi p over the Church. Our Saviour properly 
speaking has but one Kingdom, that is His Mediatvrial King­
dom, which ha~ been in progress since the first age of tha 
~orId, and which will advance till it is consummated in the 
bringing in of the chosen of God of the latest genemtion, and 
in Christ's presenting all his redeemed unto himself" a glori­
ous Church without spot or wrinkle or any such tiling." In 
carrying fl,rward the interests of His Church Christ nas all 
things out of it, as lVell as all things within it, brourrht under 
His subjection. What is withol~t is His superi;te'ndence 
and control of creatures in ~'eneral for the good of His Cburch, 
whether these be friends or foes. It is Hi,S government "ver 
angels, who are "ministring spirits sent forth to mip.ister to­
them "·,,ho shaH be heirs of salvatiorl:" and it is His control 
over Devils and wicked men, who are held by Him under 
d\~e restraint to prevent them from injuring His Church, and 



even t9 ~~ke th~ro, though unwillin,gty, a.nd onen unhowing ... 
ly, the. iustrum.ents of Hi&gl()l,'y, These i;lgerits of general 
providenceWbether hostile or friendly to the Ch\).~ch, are u~ed 
by' Christ only: as scaffolding forr~aring it~ and wbenthe gr~at 
building o! m~rcy is Enished thi~ dtlpartment of the M~diatori­
al Kingdom (as we find 1st Cor. xv:' 24.) shaU be. resigned .by 
Christ, alJd pi aped under th~ gel1eral goyernment of Jehovah. 

We· thintt it neither spuQd to:gic, nor sound theology, but 
a.confounding pftne necessary distiQ.ctjon b.etween the ChUf<;h 
and the world, tq speak pf Chl'is;t as. some of the adrocates of 
civil E.>$lablishments do, being King ()C N !:\tioJls r.QJ!Bidered as 
to, their gepgraphical .limit1}, and in their politipaJ and civil con­
ce.ms. Nation!!, indeed, in these views art;l bQ~lI1d to honour 
and glorify God, and to regulate their proceeding!! by the rules 
oJ His wo{d, a;1)~ in a1l thiQgs,to conforQl 1.0 .Hi!3. will. All 
bp.die.sof men. are bound to obey God, and 'H'e llnder l!'iw.to 
GOLI. BlI..t thi3i~ not from any c.onnection.with Chri:;;t as King 
of N a,tiona-. It i~ simply a~ rational and :;tcc()untabl~ beings, 
a1ld.R$ un.de.r the great law ofrnorality: TrUe:) there is & con­
l)ec;tioll with Ch(i~t ~;x:t~t1ding to the' whole h,tlm:;tn. ~ac~. Tn.e 
go;o;p~l olfer is made il)di~Cl'iminatt)ly. S~lvati9n is nee.:leq ~y 
e,very human being, lind i:;J (or elJ.ch a, suita,ble prpvisiOll. All 
tQ. whom the word of ibis sal va~!!):n is !lent art) bOl)nd to .o.e­
li.eve the gospel, a,n4 tl) accept of Christ as theirSaviC\ur. And 
n$ he. is uf}iyer;:;a.l Lprd and King, as, ei'lh.er b.y Co)).~tl'a;nt .Ol1 

willingly, every hEH~ shaH bow t~ him, SQ th<t w3qle human 
race ~4all at last appear at hi:;; jqqgllJ,ent-;;el:lt. :But to spellk 
ofNa.tions in the sen,se ot th\'l Qiv.il, Esta,bjisgrnel)t. ac1yocaJes, 
b.eing ul)c1cr law t\> Chri~t, is !$a.yil1g more t.Oal}t.Qf( ScriptUl'llJ3_ 
warrant. N ation,~ in thisse!)se may be sai,d t'1 Pc Ul1,der Ja.w.t.o 
God, a,i?the l\fo)'fJ;l Q-overnor onlJeuniverse, ,and thus to Ghrist 
il) His Pivine n:;ttur:e., But e¥eptingthQ13El ofHi§l pep.plew-ho 
areund)}l' the ioffuel).ce of grace, they Gannp.t.wi.~h tbeplQgict:\1 
accuracy, be !laid t.ope. lJOd~r. I.a w to .Ohri.5t; F..O!' ,l:Ilthollgh 
Christ is God, yet the nam.1:) Cprist, tr~!\t i~~\1~ Anojl}t)3,9, refers 
tl) His ,oJRcial character, i.n Wl)ich Hii' st(lnps. in (;pY~:lAaI1J rj311J:~ 
tion only to his Church., Hi~connexiorl with othefli is not <f 

a" 
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covenant connexion. They are not Ul1derhis gracious and . 
benignant spiritual sceptre as the Messiah. "He never bare 
rule over them: they are not called by His name." 

It ought to be considered that although aWmel1 are by 
nature undl~r the moral government of God, which is the law, 
of works, yet believers only are under law to Christ, or, in, 
scripture phraseology, "under the law to Christ," or under· 
" the law of Christ," -which law is, indeed, in substance the 
same as the law of works but different in form, having 'Fela­
tion to the covenant of grace, or a s the excellent Boston has, 
remarked in his Notes on the Marrow of Modern Divinity,­
"By the law of Christ i,; meant the same law of the Ten Com­
mandmel'lts as a rule of life in the hands of a Mediator to .be- ' 
lievers already justified." 

Nations and their rulers in their civil capacity canl10t be 
considered as under the direct and positive government of.llle 
Missiah, as bound to regulate aU their measures in immediate 
allegiance to Him, and as governed by Him in the same man­
ner, and capable of actively serving Him, whether in a state of 
nature or of grace. This doctrine, held by some, and seem-' 
ingly held by the advocates of Establishments, is objectionable 
on several accounts,-particularly, as it destl:oys the line of 
demarc.ation between the Church and the world, as it seems to 
suppose civil society to originate not in nature, but in grace, and 
as it is quite at variance with Christ's own declaration, before 
riierred to,-" My kingdom is 110t of this world." .: 

Some learned divines, as Turretine, Mark, arid others, consi­
der the Mediatorial Kingdom of Christ as comprehending only , 
His Church, over which He reigns as Head; and consider His ' 
government over others as only in his Div;ne nature. BLlt 
whilst the whole earth, in it~ many nations ai1d kingdoms is 
under Christ's government as the Lord Jeh0vah, and thatin 
thll1gs sec<ular, a~ ,vell as ~hin~s sacred, and whilst it is only 
the Church that IS under hiS direct government as Messiah the 
Prince, yet His mediatorial power is not only over the Church 
but over all other things for the Church; and thus the world' 
as distinguished from the Church~ is under snhjection to Christ 
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as rvlediator by economical arrangement :--in subjec/tion, ho\\"­
eve,r; only by passive restraint, but in no resp~ot by the positive 
allegiance of those who are thus subjected. 

iThe term nations is, indeed, often used in Scripture to de- ' 
note. the geographical boundaries of different tribes and king­
<joms; but never, as we have said, so far as we know, is it 
thllll used in cCJnnexion with Chri'lt's Headship; and it ought 
to be. known and remembered that the character ofnationaJity 
to religion, or the Church was abrogated fOl' ever with the 
Mosaiyecohl)my. To speak of this Church and nation,-­
the CIlUl'ch and kingdom of Scotland, the Church and kingdom 
of England, the Church anci kingdom of Ireland, like some of 
Ollf reforming fathers, emerging from the darkness of Popery, 
as if to idebti(v the Church and the nation, is altogether un­
warantable. Such language, which is even to be found in 
some documents c.onnected with the Confession of Faith, is of 
the essence of Popery, and so is the civil Establishment of 
religion in Protestant countries which has sprung from it. The 
Israelites were both a Church and a nation, and although 
many attempts hcive been made to homologate, in this man· 
ner nations and Churches under the Gospel dispensation, after 
the ancient model, jet the object has never been realised, nor 
was it intended that it ever should. No nation succeeded 10 

the,privileges of God's ancient people, excepting true believ­
ers of evel'y country, who are emphatically called--" A holy, 
na~on." Those who do not belong to this spiritual community 
are the world as distinguished f10rri the Church,--the nations 
of which Christ has supreme control for the Church's good. 

Nations or civil communities, as slIch, are not necessarily 
un<;!el: law to .Christ, although within His mediatorial kingdom. 
So far as' individuals belonging to them are believers they are 
under the law to Chri,,;t ;80 fa~ as they are unconverted, al. ' 
thOugh in subjection to Christ, nl)t by consent of t1hlir ?wn, but 
by right of Ris,-in subjectIon to Rim to be restraIned an,d 
controlled as He seeS meet; yet they are simply to be consI­
dered 'as 'under the ni6ralgovernmElnt of Jehovah. They ai'e 
still under the·law as a covenant of work'S. They are among 
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the things of which the Apostle speaks, when he says,-" We,­
~ee not yet all things pqt under Christ." 

In regard to civil. representatives of nations who are h(l~tile' 
to Christ, t:1ey Rre commanded to be wise, to· be in;struct~~,to 
lieI've the! Lord, to kiss the Son,-that is, to become believers, 
to come under law to Christ; and it is their duty and th!Jir 
interest to obey these Gospel calls. But as hai.l been well 
remarked by Dr. Wardlaw,-" It was not as kinKS merely, it ' 
was. as sinners they Wel"e in danger of perishing, aod it was as 
sinnera, not as kings, that they we:"e commanded to ki5ls th~ 
Son that they might escape His kindled wrath . Jehovah who 
J ('1 the beginning of the P:lalm laughs at tpe puny efforts of their 
vain and weak audacity, does not ai the close of it bespeak the 
aid of their official- functions, but warns them of their o~vn 
danger, and, for their o\vn sake, admonishes them to timely 
submission. It was not by making Christianity the, religion 
of their dominions, and beeoming the heads lind patrons ~f 
Establi~herl Churches, that they were to effect their escape 
and security, btlt hy a personal faith in Christ, and a personal 
submission to Bis reign." Civil representatives, ti~l they 
comply with these Divine mandates, are still of the world, and 
cannot truly and acceptably aclmowle~e Christ. ' 

But on th q other hanel, w}:len civil rulers are Christians, they, 
are" under the law to Christ." It is, however, eVf'n in their 
civil CRpacity, not as :I{ing of nations, but as King of the 
Church, that they are Hnder Jaw to Him; ang altgough ev~n 
now it does not fall within the range of civil duty, considered 
abstractly, though it may ve-ry suitably acc,oll1pany it~ tqac~ 
knowledge Christ, ye~ their whole qeportm~nt in the dis­
charge of civil, as well as s,acred duty, rvill b~ a praetical ac­
knowledgment of Christ, be,ca,1l3e it Will be ~9ndncleu -on the 
principles, and il\ the spirit of Q~ristianity. We rept;at t[Hlt 
civil rulers,.unless they are Christians, a,re not under linv' to 
Christ. Tiley are uQd~r law to Gou, t,he Father, SOB, and 
Holy Ghost, as the Moral Governor ofthl:) universe. ' 

Our friends who spe,ak,of the dUli~s ?f nations RT\d M~gis­
trates to endow and establish the Chnstlun Churc,h most cer-
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tainly attempt to unite what God k(:eps se~arat('J-to un;!e 
the ,world lying in wickedneEs to the Redeemer's sr;rittial 
~in:gdom,-suppusing that Magistracy, and national juu;;.a,­
~ence, 'and thus all civil and political measures, are under 

.9hdst as Mediator, or in covenant relation to Him, an idea by 
, \\i'hich they woulJ. overshadow the glories of Christ's ·essential 
Divinitv in their zeal to honour Him in His economical charac­
~er as Mediator between God and Man. But it should be known 
and ramem bered that the dnties of nations and rulers are inde­
pendent of the arrangements of grace, and belong to the grand' 
,and essential principles of morality; and, as has been well 
re:marked,-" There is nothing allotted to Mag:stratce by tbe 
Word of God, but what can be argued for and defend.ed from 
patural principles."* We allow. however, that if the ~lIgis~ 
trate-beca Christian he will have new light, new motives, and 
new ends, in the discharge of his civil duties, and, esp.ecially, 
he wiU seek thereby fo glorify God, as well as to do good to 
men. 

'One very a-bsUl'dconsequence, among others, which follows 
from th,e view of Ghrist's Headship over the r.ations, as held 
by the fl'iendsof civil Establishments, is that in a Christian, 
fountry, we mean a cou~try where Christianity has made 
some progress, those who are genuine believers are supposed 
to be uni$el" the Saviour's administration;bo>!h as He is King of 
theOhurch, and as Heil:' King of the nation. The Magistrate, 
for instance, if-a Christian, is subject to Christ as King of the 
Church, we are told,in allsaf'.r-ed things, and o.llly, it is sup­
posed in these things; and when he' passes into the civil CO.Uft, 
Of, i.s engaged in secular duties, he is conceived to be a subJect 
ofC.hri:3ta~ Ki'ng of nations.' This we think too ab~urd an idea 
to need refu-tajioo; and we were c.onfou·nded to hear one of 
Jhe'ffiost sensible 6forr bretbren seriously ask if we supposerl 

. that when the Chrls\ian Magiitrate, ~ent from the Ch-t)r.c1~ to 
the Seni1te~housc he should thww aSide all regard to rellgJOr.. 
(' Surely not," we said, " for he is as mueh untier law to Ghrist 

>I\' S:eAu.Vvcrs to Nairn's'fteasons of pi.sent. 



:15 King of the Church when in the' Senate as when in the 
S)netuary." The tfllth is, the Christian IVfngistrate ;s only a: 
subject of Christ as Kingofthe Church; and he jsa~ much a 
snbjt::ct of Ghri~t ,in this \'ielV ,when h~ is disch.arging c,iv~l.dll­
ties, n" when he I~ employed III the dHect 0utles of religion. 
In both po~itions be i5 to aet in all thing,; as a Chistian, flS a 
(',itizen of Zion, and as a subject of Zion's King. Yes, in con­
tlllctincr his civil administl'al:on he is to act religiously, h~ isto 
l~elibetate and juug0 and dt'cree fOl the glory of God, ahd iri 
c.onfol'mity to his Chrislifin obligations, and his allegiance to 
Christ as King of the Church. " 

The-friend~ofcivil E~tablishll1ents, we fear, attempt to malle 
by far too 'mnch oftheir testimony for Christ as King of na"! 
tions. They mean we know to honour Christ, but no _doe­
trine can honour Him unle!:ls it be Seriptural, and held Scrj.p~ 
ttirally. The 'false no~ions ,ve are, combating seem to have 
ari~en out of the unfortunat'3 position in which our brethren 
have pe~n placed as connected with an endowed national 
Church. We can' hardly expect those who have had -the-, 
faithfulness to come out of endowed Churches, all at once to 
emerge from the influence of early views, and to discover the 
incompatibility of the very principle of a civil Establishment 
of religion ,vith the constitution of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
But since some of them have been so much accustomed to 
misrepresent the opinions of conscientious opfonents of eivil 
Establishments of religion, it is but fair that their own vie\vs 
'be brought to the test of Scripture; and if we cannot find them 
t.here,surely, it is to be devoutly wished that all who would 
he consistent Christian's, and would give the great Redeemer 
that glory to which He -is entitled, be warned against such 
error5. We, however, cheri5h no spirit of retaliation, but 
wi~h only this subject to be examined with calmness, and in­
aJvertencie~, for they are nothing more, to l;le exposetl, for the' 
good of those who have fallen into them, or ar<;l ready to be 
misled. The view~ then of Christ's Headship over the nations' 
which some friends of Establishments have incautiollsh' pro~ 
fessed, and seek to identity with their standards, is 'one of 
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which \Y\3,wQuld .<it> ,well-,to bewflre, llB it ;isQgth pr:ejJ'vstcrollS 
in.itself, and- might Involve its advoe'ates in, many ,un lVar)'a,n,t~ 
ed,consequences. 1 12ha:t an attempt sh'ould, be made,to intJ:i17 
(hwe it i,nto th e creed of th,e:CI1Ul'chis most al':tonishing,;:ts it 
is not only contra~y to the Wonl ,of G@d, but as is ; very re­
markable, not even to be found hinted at in the Confessi-on ,of 
Faith. It should sur~ly, therefore, not be ebnsider~d an "€S7 
sential " doctri'le, at leai:lt in the usual acceptation of that-word" 
It may be e~sential for the, def(;}nc.e of eivllEstablis,hment:<, 
which appears to us to, be-its only uS,e, but we would have:more 
chClrity for those who hold iUhan,to ,Sll:PPoS$!pey approached 
SOrnear 11 Popish error as to suppose it esseoti,!ll to'salvati9n, 
fot this we imagine would be to unc!lUrch~lmost aU but them­
selves, and to irisi.nuatetlH~t there' c,ollld be no' salvation, ,be~ 
yond the pale of their Church. Our opinion is tlH~t a,ll'that i,s 
essiHl,tial in respect to Chiii:lt's Headship over th¢ Cn lIrch aOd 
9ver,the world-"is:'brbllght down to the capacity of children', 
and is .summarily :and, orthddoxly pre_s~l)te,d jn, the answer to 
the,qllel'tion,-Howdoth Chris~ ex~cutethe office of a Kivg; 
in.blll' Shorter Catechism. There' we, have Christ's Proper 
Kingdom,-the: ChUl'ch; the 'm.embers of which pE)ing subdlled 
to. Himself,He rules anudefend~; a.nd Hi;; Subsidiluy Ki'ug­
dorn,-the; world; still hostile to Him; still incapaLle of willingly 
serving Him,iw:/Jich :lje: l:estrai ns :;I:nd co.nquers., He does not 
require dutit'(3ro{,allegiance fro·rri ~be latt.el: •. ~ They are in no 
ca,pa:city til render tlWlP. ,They ,are called to no "uuty Jar 
C.nti'lt.· They areonJy call.~ to .0I1e, great duty f0.rth(jm-

, selve,,' ;~it is; tobe~iev,e, 01) {")hfi.sl to salvation. Iftliey,dothi,s' 
the restraining ,and, conqu81'ingir'lfiuence is over, so far asth~y 
are'conclilmed,,,;:);n~ tbey ',art~~l)b.dlleU to: Christ;. and thencefor­
ward ruled and defended i:)y Him.· 'Th,¢yoke of power oye)1 
tJem li'S en,emie:> is removed;: ~eyoke Qfpea~e and love,----, 
Chri'it's ypkeiWhiQh .i;>eq.sy, ajld'hill hllrd,enwhich hif: lig!:t, 
i~, now taken up,l,J.y thew. ;an(j,frolU being. subjec,~ed (0 Christ­
as'King Qf na~iO,(l3, that)s;pft tlw world, 1y,ing; i'n. wickeglillss, 
for the good of the Church, they b!'lC,~JFllilfttx~, willing, a:nu joyfuL 

. subj,ectl'l cLHisspiritml.lluil ,everlast!ng ki,ngdom~ 
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Those who are, or become, belleversspantaneously,and jor~ 
{\;Illy, obey Christ. They surrender themselves to Him. with 
cheerfulness and delight, and consecrate themselves wIthout 
reser-ve to his service. .But unbelievers, not capable of, and 
not called to active service, are only made subject, and made 
subservient,' and that in opposition to the~r own inclinations'by 
the author:tative influence of Hili restraining and conquering 
power as Mediator. This we think iB the only true and Scrip~ 
tura! view of Christ's supremacy over lhe Church and over the 
world; and it at once overthrows the whole theory o{ the ad~ 
vocates of civil, Establishments of religion, and doom:;! itta 
merited oblivion. God requires no service to Christ fr(}mun~ 
converted men. They are not in circumstances to render 
any. He calls them to believe. He ,invi-testhem toflet 
from the wrath to come, and to ace,ept of Christ for sa.lvation. 
This is the first, ,and the only duty whioh lbey are invited to 
reduce to 'practice; and whenever they believe to the savipg 
pf the soul, whether rulers or subjects, they corne out fr.om 
the worid, thC!!y rank no longer among the 'nations; they enter 
Christ's Church, are brought under theinfluence of Hisspiri~ 
tual sceptre, and are made joyful subjects of His -proper arid 
peculiar kingdom. Iri the meantime Christ"sprerogative as 
King of nations, thai is, of the un con verted, is for speeial pur­
posetl,-purposes, however, very different from those of coun­
tenantling, protecting, and endow'lOg the Church. 'It is given 
Him that He may check or allow hostility to the interests of 
r@ligi~n as He sees meet,-to illustrate His sovereignty or Hi'a 

! power •. This prerogative is conferred on -Him as Mediator. 
He~ce th~ de61atation of God 'by the Psa1mi·st, in rl'spect to 
Chflst,-" Rule thou in the midst of thine enemie's." Arid 
h~nce the descripii<:>n'in ,the Revelation,-" Out Dfhls mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations, 
and he shallrula them with a rod of iron." These unc.>n~ 
verted nations are no instruments of active and willing servic.e 
to theChurc.h; but unlessreslrainedby Christ would be 
causel! of injury and' d'anger. . ' 

Christ shall rule over thisdetlartment {)f His mediatorial 
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kingdom only until His Church be completed. He snail then 
deliver up the kingdom, not His kingdom proper, but only His 
subsidiarrkingdom, to God eveR the Father, when· He shall 
put down all rule and all authority and power. But over His 

, peouliar kingdom, the. Church, He shall reign eternally. "Of 
Uie increase of hi.;; government and dominion here there shall 
be no end." 

CONCLUSION. 

I T is much against our will that we are in a manner con­
strained to defend thus pllblicly our sentiments. In doing so 
we feel an anxiety for the improvement, progress, and increas­
ing useflliness and influence of the Church to which we belong. 
If we are plain and particular in pointing Dut what lye CDn­
reive to.. be defects in their present ecclesiastical consiitution, 
and in warning against further error and danger, to which we 
fear they are expDsing them~elves, if we are wal m in urging 
them t6retrace their steps, and to take the ped6ct "pattern of 
the mount" for thflir model and their motto,-we hope Dur 
friends and bff~threl1 will believe that we Hpeak ill the sincerity 
ofonrheart, that we seek nDthing but their real benefit, and 
that we stll'dy to feel an abiding sens~ .of our oIYIl-responsibi­
lity to God. 

We assure thDse who.. differ from us that we do so iR the 
spirit Df Christian love; . and at the same time that we do.. not 
cDnsider all the difference, though it is by no means unimpor­
tant, as sufficient ta warrant sep'lration, prDvided the forbear­
ance which we willingly exercise continues to be reciprDcated '; 
·and thisfDrbearance is the Dnly way, anu it is the Scriptural 
way, that Christians differing Dn circumstantial matters like 
these, can be found obeying 'thlte Apostolic mandate Df-" En­
deavDuring to.. keep the unitY,Df the Spirit in the bond of 
peace." 

We have felt it our duty to prt~Sellt the prccerlingyiews, 
regretting that there is so little inclination among the friends of 

H 
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E~fabli8hm2nt~ to look at the subject with impartiality and 
~'eriou'H]j':St" so much ~eeming desire to mistake it for l:'ome­
CI'ing else than it is, and so gte-at a. disposition to mis-state or 
misrepresent t he plain and obvious meaning of words, and"thus 
tu mistify and perplex where all is so si.mple, and where no­
tning is 8011ght but to vindicate and preserve the whole coun­
sel of God, which we should never shun to declare. This 
s,;ems to us the more unaccounta.ble and astonishing from our· 
(1rqu[lintance with Ihe genuine Christian character oflh08e to 
whom we refer, and theil' active and honourable zeal to au­
vanee the best interests of religion. 

To such brethren whom we sine-erely love, and considet' 
amorg the excellent one~ of the eartb, we would by no means 
appear in the charac.ter of an opponent. "Ve would not even 
have appeared to differ from them bad they not called llS furth 
by enactments contrary to our views to which we could not 
silently submit, and thus made it necessary for us to speak out 
in c!efence of Bihle principles, which we believe they haye 
never fully considered, and wh~ch they: oppose on~y because 
they do not understand. Could we make the truth of these 
principles, their perfect accordance with the Word of God, as 
apparent to their understanding as to our own, could we take 
the scales of prejwiicp, from the eyes of their minds, could we 
divest them 0: preco'1cei ved notions, imhibed probably through 
~()me false medium in their early education, could we disengage 
the'll from the impf-rfect lessons of hllman teae-hers, and bring 
them fully ar.d exelusivE'ly to the feet of Christ for the instruc­
tions of His Word and Spirit; we v~rily b Jieve that on the 
points of di~plJte trey would begin to " c.ontend earnestly for 
the f:lith which was once delivered to the Saints." 

,"Ye are thus thoroughly convinced that our brethren aim at 
nothing but evangelical purity and con~istency, and that Ulev 
nrr'ad as milch as our;e~Vt's tbe slightest dl:'parture from" the 
si:nplicity tr1:1t is in ChriRt." W~ shall bear with them there­
fore whilst ~hey bear with llS. ,"Ve do not insi~t that th~r 
8'lopt our vletvs, as an hon(,Slt elder 'Supposed, and we have 
IW o~,jections t:Llt they retain their own. VI' e must, however, 
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l!opel every attempt, unaccompanied with reason and Scrip­
ture to induce us to identify ourselves wIth such deJiverance~ 
as we think unwarranteu, not only by the ace.re,lited standards, 
but by the Word @fGod. ' 
- It may be long, it may be a generation, before the Presby­

terian Church of' Canada surmount the prej udices oC-carly 
education, look at Divine Truth through the-medium of Scrip­
ture alone, and are altogether what they profess to be-A 
FREE CHURCH. But Euch is our humble conviction of the 
Scriptural nature of our own principles, and such, especially, 
is our high idea of the rectitude of our brethren's motives, and 
of their pure and zealous desiles for the glory of Christ, that 
weare persuaded they will seek and obtain Divine direction, 
and be enabled to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In the meantime, should any 
views in this Tract be different from those- which are current 
in the :Presbyterian Church of Canada, they l1)ust blame them­
selves, if blame there be, for calling for enquiry into our sen.., 
timents, and the Presbytery of Hamilton must take blame fer 
publishing vague reports which gave no information, but only 
excited curiositJ" and enquiry, and ev-en suspicion among some 
of the ignorant, and which at all events, render explanation 
necessary. We believe that oue sentiments will :bear the test 
of the strictest scrutiny; and we humbly challenge all and 
any of our brethren who may differ from us to sus!ain their 
own views, or to refute ours by the. unerring standard of the 

. Word of God. 
The Editor of the ]3anner, in the las! number of that spil'it­

~d perjodical,w,hi-ch did so much good to the cauSe of rellgi­
ous liberty, and the discontinuance of which is deeply regretted 
by many, is pleased to remark that more votes will be given' 
to our views -" the next time, f( r the country will be a waken­
ed on this question from Dan .. to Beersheba. We are not so 
sanguine' as our friend, although we believe that sooner or later 
the principles we advocate will pervade the pliblic mind. But 
eve.ri were we in the meantime t(l be :borne down among our 
bre:thren, as at lasfSynod,'bygeneralopposi\ion, which deeply 
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rooted prejudice, or ,blind bigotry, alone could instigate, yet 
which we QO not anticipate, and eould not dread,-we would, 
nevertheless await in humble expectation the ultimate triumph 
of our princ{ples. In that case we wonld feel satisfied and 
honoured to bO' assured of having the blessing of Gad, the son 
01 J acob-" A troop shall overcome hi m, but he shall over­
come at the last.:' 

There is nothing, however, after all ihat di viLles evangelical 
Presbyterians but the Establishment question; and this should 
not divide them; for it is a matter on which there has been,_ 
and must be forbearance ;--othel'wise the forbearance which 
the Scriptures inculcate is completely violated. We Llo not see 
that Christians are in the exercise of forbearance at all if they 
cannot forbear with each other on this question. It is a great 
question indeed, and closely connected with the interesfe of 
religion, and with the prospects of the Church; but still, from 
the different constitution of minds, it is one on which diversity 
of opinion may be entertained, and yet the Christian charac­
ter not be impeached. Both parties are seeking the same 
great object--Truth. Were they but to explain their words 
and phrases, with calmness, with clearness, with kindness; it 
is more than probable that their differences wonld diminish in 
number and in bulk, and that instead of rearing between each 
other obstructions apparently formidable and insurmountable, 
instead of a Tower of Babel scattering them from each other, 
thereal differences would be divested of their" hazy" accom­
paniments, and become so inconsiderable as to require no 
charity, no hesitation, no 'effort to surmount them. 

As present, so' far as we understand, the1'8)s no expecta­
tion, and no great wish for union, either on the side of the Pres- , 
hyterian, or of the United Presbyterian Church, nor, however 
~nxiously it be so~ght by individuals on both sides, it is now 
hke1y to take place, until some better understanding be brought 
about. What shall we advise 1 The COIIHnittees ale ,still'" 
continu~d on bo~h sides •. We shoul~ think that each Synod' 
should ~lschal'ge Its Committee for a time. At all events unless 
the Presbyterian Synod recall some of the deliverances of its 
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tast mee~ing, all hope of a union with the United Presbyterian 
Synod is taken away, and, lYe shoulll fear, that division at 
length among them;;elves is inevitable. We should be sorry 
were the Preshyterian Church of Canada thus to shut them­
~elves up in the close prison 01 sectariani1:lm. Standing as they 
formerly dId, as we thought, on the broad basis of the Confes­
sion of Faith, allowing it to be received with reasonable limi­
tations, they might have forborne with Christian brethren in 
any difference on the circumstantial doctrine of the power oC 
the civil Magistrate in matters of religion, seeing that on tIllS 
point the compilers of this invaluable w()rk contradict them­
s.elves. But now that they have over-reached t!leir own 
standarq-s, and embodied s:ome of th~lr peculiar views in their 
public documents, proposing to make them terms of NIiniste­
rial [gllowship, all negotiation for union wilh other bodies, es­
pecially with the United Presbyterian Chureh, is out of the 

_ question. They might negotiate for a century, and be no 
nearer their object at the end than at the beginning. The 
principle of mutual forbearance must be restored and upheld. 

,This principle, on all that dIvides these Churches ill this coun­
try, should have been recognised and acted on fmm the begin­
ning. The negotiations for union should have been conuucted. 
with this understanding. Human nature required this; Chris­
tian courtesy demanded' it. This prineiple, we are persuaded, 
will yet unite these two denominations in Can ad;} . But be­
fore that happy consuln mation, there must be more humility, 
mof:e light, mOTe love. 

We shou~d still be disposed to hope that after all there is 
little. more than a Tower of Babel, or confutiion in language, 
between the parties. .. We can hardly think that men of en-

'*' 'S~me of our friends may wonder that we have taken no notice of 
the Mare Magnum, alleged to Ie b'etWeell the parties. But WI> leave 
thM to the Synod; for as they callnot deal with us till they first deal 
with the Pr,esbyterYi 60 they cannot touch the TOWER OF BABEL till. 
'th~y come across tl).e Mare Magriu:m: - BeSides, we thought it bflt\er 'to, 
cQnllne ourselves to tlie Battlemenhl of tbe Tower of B!ibel, as some. 
Suppose the Post.dilhivians inrended to do, to ~5cape the ra vages of 
anGther Flood. ' 
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lightcnc,J piety, amI thorough conscientiousness, Iyhich we 
believe our brethren of the Pre8byterian Church of Canada to 
be, can, in reality, entertain the vie~ys which some of their 
own doct:ments ('onvey to our mind. We indeed know this 
to be the fact, and believe that the difference is more apparent 
than real, and might easily be rJ~.onciled by corrccting this 
confu,ion in language,-by overthrowing this Tower of Babel. 

As for ourselves, we ::;hall take all the liberty we have ever 
claimed ot acting on our olVn princiilles.-even although this 
should oblige us for a time to leave them,--trusting that har­
mOllY may yet be rest'>red, and the obnoxious deliverances 
repealed. Convinced that the Presbyterian Church is con­
scientious and faithful according to it;; light, we shall wait pa­
tiently to ::lee what Providence ami \y hat Grace mar do fOI' it,~­
believing that when God's time comes, which ~ve hope is not 
distant, to liberate it from those prejudices that now perplex 
and fetter it, operations, and to lead by His Spirit to gl'eater 
conformity to the pure model of His Holy Word, it will be­
come in a far higher degree than ever, the honoured instru­
ment oftialvation to souls, and of glory to Christ. 

In thi;; hope lye wouIG close by making a few hasty obser­
vations on the scope and references of the views presented in 
this Tract. The friends of the E~tablishment principle look 

. back to Knox amI his coadjutors as their predecessors and 
models. These were great and good men; but they were 
men of like passions with ourselves: nor were their views of 
Divine Truth perfect in every thing, nor are their zealoul' ac­
tivities in the service of Christ to be imitated withoutJimita­
tions. No enlightened Ch~istian will propose to copy these, 
illustrious reformers im plicitly. There i:$, however, one grand' 
principle of Knox ant! I-lis friends which ought to be followed 
throughout, and the following out of which, with diliO'ent sted­
fast, and conscientious zeal, we should humhly thir~k, donsti­
tutes the best claim to be the legitimate children of these 
reforming fathers; and this will be .still true even wht>re the; 
greater light of Ollr own times suggests new views on Divine 
Truth. We refer to the grand principle of the Protestant Re-., 
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formation, which is to conform the Christian Church' to the 
perfec,t model of the SCl'iptures,--to the foundation of the 
Apo~tles and Prophets, of which Jesus Christ is himself the 
chief eOl'ner-stone. If this were uniformly kept in view, the 
Presbyterian and United Presbyterian Churches would soon 
be one. Progressive refurmation was contemplated. Nor was 
it finished by Knox and his auxiliaries. They only began the 
work. Nor has it beeh fully completed' to this day, prubably, 
by any d~nomination of the Christian Church. It is a dan­
gerous thing; in our estimat:on, to regard, as some do, the 
principles N creed of a Church as unalterably fixed. There 
are no fixed pl'inciples of religion, at least such as should be 
dogmatically considered such, but inthe Scriptures; and every 
effort of the Church should be ·to be literally and completely 
conformed to thi:l unerring and immutable standard. Subor­
dinate standards should ever be kept in their own place, and 
held as subordinate,--evf.r subject to reviBw, and brought to 
the Word 0f God to be tried, that where defeclive they may 
be rectified, or otherwi~e satisfactorily explained. Su(',h a 
valuable standard- book as the Confession of Faith and the 
Catech;sms should not be touched, but preserved entire alSa 
sacred memorial of the attainments of former days, and as a 
guide to U:3 still; and in those things where, from the circum­
stances of the times, it may not be applicable, or where views 
are expressed, which greater illumination of the Holy Ghost 
di~covers to be scarcely in accordance with the Scriptural 
constitution of the Christian Choreh,--let the,:e be received 
with s,uch explanations or exc~plions as may be COllsi(~el'ed 
reasonfiblJ and neeeSS:;Iry. The differences, among e\'angel;­
cal Chl'istians, a\ldespec:ially among evangelical Presbyterians, 
on the Westminster standards ean be but inconsiderable; and 
certain we are that by a due portion oLthat -darity" hica 

. II never faile,h," they might'*all harmoniol1slj' unite and ro­
operate, for the glory of their common Lord, and for the pro­
gre;<s of His spiritual kingdom. 

"Va have no expectation of>eeing the Presbyterian Churcl~ 
come over at once as a body, to what we consider scriptural 
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principles on the power of the civil Magistrate ill matters of 
religion. So long have they been looking through a false me­
eli 11m that it is se.areel y to he supposed tbey could all at once 
discover those def'O'cts in their system which are appar~nt to 
others. To us it will be quite enollgh in the meantime, that 
they r,how a disposition to exercise forbearance,-that fram­
ing decisions and enactmf'nts in their Courts they avoid those 
points of difference which we have been considering, and keep 
by what may be considered the es~entials of the christian sys­
tem. We shall not insist that they make such resolutions as we 
could conscientiously do on the only law of Christ for the sup­
port of the Gospel, ar:d on the lVIagistrate having no authority 
in the Church. But neither should they pass resolutions, like 
some of those at the last meeting of Synod, in which ~)ersolls 
equally conscientious with themselves cannot join. In short, 
they would free themselves from many entanglements, and 
they would avoid dangers which threaten their unity and peace, 
were they only to let the subject of the Magistrate's power 
alone. It has done mischief in the christian Church before, 
anu there is reason to fear that if the present cour~e be pur­
sued in the Presbyterian Synod the same subject will be the 
eause of serious lDischief still. When we \vould suggest te 
them to review and re \ erse some of their late deliverances, we 
by no means expect them to do more, for the present, than to 
keep a neutral position, on which theIr own Chlll'ch might re-

'main united, ~nd on which the hope of union with christian 
brethren, whose vie,ys they have all along been much mistal\~ 
ing, might be cheris~1eu. By their late procedures they have 
shut the door on all reasonable hope of union 'vvith others; and 
so far as we see, they can never be a Presbyterian Church for 
Canada as now constItuted. Should the present eourse be 
pursued, with the same high hand, many .. vill go out from 
among Ihem when fit opportunity iGaJfordeu. These are only 
hints. We have no expectation, we have no desire, to see ou"1' 
fears realized. "\\T e wish for pear.e. Our object woulu he 
healing measures. OUf prayer to God is that, by alarge effu­
sion of the light of His Woru and Spirit, hp may lead them itt 
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a plain path, and· may make crooked things straight before 
them, and rough places smooth. 

It ill ·not to be wonderec! at that the Ministers of the Pres­
byterian Church should be jealous of changes,-should depre­
cate the idea o~ being different now, in the constitution of their 
Church, from \Vhat they were when forming a constituent part 
of a civil Establishment of religion. We honour the integrity 
and the spirit from which this feeling proceeds. But it is good 
to be also jealous of ourselves; and in reference even to the 
constitutioll ofa Church, as wen as our personal spiritual frame, 
to feel as the Apostle did that "we have not yet attained 
neither are already perfect." From whatever is not Scriptural 
the Church should be purged. Let every thing, therefore 
connected with its visible exhibition be weighed in the balances 
of the Sanctuary; and whatever isfound wanting let it be sup­
plied,--whatever is found superfluous let it be given to the 
winds of heaven. This Establishment Principle, in every view, 
in every ramification of which it is susceptible, i~, we appre­
hend, of this description. To abandon It cannot injqre, but 
would greatly benefit the Church. Let every thing, in short, 
which has no warrant from the Bible, be exploded. Let all 
civil aut;poritative interference with religjon, except for the pro­
tection of Christians, in the peaceful exercise of whatever form 
of worship their conscience approves, be discontinued and 
obliterated: and then the envy of Ephraim and Judah shall 
depart, the divisions in Zion shall be healed, Christianity un­
trammelled shall exhibit itself in its benignant aspect, and like 
the self-propagating vegetable creation, "whose seed is in it­
self," it shall spread with rapid and resistless triumph through 
the blessmg of God, over the face of the whole earth. Then, 
but not before, "the Church shall look forth as the mOl'lling, 
fair as the moon, clear as the 'sun, and terrible as an army 
with banners." 


