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A LETTER from Wil. 
liam Shirley, Efq; Governor of 
Maffachufet's Bay, to his Grace 
the Duke of Newcaftle, &c. 

Louisbourg, Of/coer 28, 1745. 
My Lord Dulce, 

H E Council, and Houfe 
of Reprefenratives of the 
Province under my Go
vernment, having taken 
Occafion, in a late Ad
drefs to me, to defire, that 
upon my Arrival here, "I 
" would glv_e Orders, that 

" a full Account of the Proceedings of the 
" New-England Forces raifed under my Com
" mimon, for the ReduCtion of Cape Breton, du
c< ring the late Siege of this Place, to the Time 
" of its Surrender,lhould be tranfmittc:d in the 
" moll: effeCtual Manner, and as foon as pof
" fible, to his Majefty," I have cauftd the 
inclofed Account of their Proceedings and 
Services, from their firft landing at Canjo, to 
[he Time of the Surrender of this Place, to 
be taken upon the Spot •. from Perfons who 
were privy to efery Part of the Tranfactions, 
,and to be laid before Sir William Ptpperrell, 
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and other principal Officers ot tht Army, for 
their Pernfal and Atteftation; and am per
fuaded, from my own Obfervations upon the 
Spot, as well as the Accounts of thefe Gen
tlemen, that it contains a juft Reprefelltation 
of the ConduL'l: and B-:haviour of the Troops 
in the ReduCtion of this Place; and now take 
the Liberty to tranfmit it to your Grace, 
purfuant to the Affembly's Requeft to me. 
The. Sum of this Account is, That the /Vew
England Troops h3.Ving failed from Canfo the 
29th of April, till which Time they were de
tained there by the unufual Q!antity of Ice 
in Chappeau-Rouge-Bay, came "to· an Anchor 
the next Morning, between Nine and Ten, 
in the Bay, at the Diftance of about twO 
Miles from F/at-P()int-C()ve, where being dif
~overed by the Enemy, a Party of about J 50 
Men were detached from Louisbourg, under 
the Command ot Captain Morepangand M. 
Boularderie, to oppofe their landing: That 
General Pepperrell having made a Feint to 
land a Party in Boats at the Cove, in order 
to draw the Enemy thither, did, by a Signal 
from the Veffels, caufe thofe Boats fuddenly 
to row back, and join another Party of Boats 
under his Stern, out of which were landed, 
at two Miles Diftance from the Cove, abom 
one Hundred of our Men, before the Enemy 
c<:uld come round to oppore them, who, not
wl£hftanding the Enemy had the Advantaae 
of being covered by their Woods, atta.ck~d 
them fo briskly, that they killed flx of them 
upon the Spot, took as many Prifoners, (a-

mong 
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mong whom was M. Boularderie) wounded 
feveral mote, and, af:rer exchanging fome 
Shot, put the reft to Flight, (fome of whom 
were taken Prifoners the next Day,) with the 
Damage fuftained on our Side, of only two 
Men's being nightly wounded: That 2000 

of the Troops were landed the fame-Day, and 
the Remainder, being near 2000 more, the 
Day following: That, on the next Day, a De
tachment of 400 of our Men marched round 
to the North Eaft Harbour, behind the Range 
of Hills there, where they burnt all the Ene
my's Houfcs and Stores in that Neighbour
hood, at the Diftance of about a Mile from 
{he Grand Battery, whereby fuch a Terror 
was ftruck into them, that the fame Night 
they deferted that Blttery, Jeaving the Artil
lery, confifting of 28 Cannon ot 42 lb. Shot, 
and two of IS lb. and the Ordnance Stores 
belonging to it, (except their Powder, which 
they threw into a Well) fo precipitately, that 
they only fpiked up their Cannon in a night 
Manner, without knocking off any of the 
Trunnions, or doing other Damage to them. 
and but very little to the Carriages: That 
the next Morning, being the 3d of May, a 
Party of about fifteen or fixteen of our Men 
difcovered that the Enemy had abandoned the' 
Grand Battery, and drove off a Parry of 
them, which attempted to reland there, that 
Morning, in Boats, notwithftanding they ftood 
On the open Beach, expo fed to the Fire of 
the Enemy's Cann.pn trom the Town, and 
their Mufquetert from the Boats: That not-

withftanding 
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withftanding an incdfant Fire from the Ene
my's Cannon and Mortars in the Town, at 
the Diftance of 59 I 3 Feet from it, and, 
from the Wand Battery, at the Diftance of 
4800 Feet, our Troops, by the next Day, 
cleared three of the Cannon in the Grand 
Battery, which pointed againO: the Town, and 
returned their Fire upon the Enemy there, and 
.lIfo from other of the Guns, which pointed 
againO: the Wand Battery, and were, by De
grees, unfpiked in a few Days: That our 
Troops, within the Compafs of 23 Days from 
the Time of their firO: landing, erected five Faf.. 
cine BaCteries agJ.inO: the Town, confiO:ing of 
CanflOn, fome of 42 lb. Shot, others of 22 lb. 
and others of 9 lb. Mortars of 13, I I, and 
9 Inches Diameter, with fame Cohorns; all 
which were tranfported by Haed, with incre
dible Labour and Difficulty, and moO: of 
them above two Miks, all the Ground over 
which they were drawn, except fmall Patches, 
or Hills of Rocks, being a deep Morafs, in 
which, whiHl the Cannon were upon Wheels, 
they feveral Times funk fa deep, as not on
ly to bury the Carriages, but the whole Body 
of the Cannon Iikewife : Horfes and Oxen 
could not be employed in this Service, but all 
muO: be drawn by Men themfelves, up to the 
Knees in Mud at the fame Time; the Nights 
in which the Work was to be done, cold 
and Foggy, their Tents ba~ there beina no 
proper Materials for Tents to be had in New
England, at the Outfet of the Expedition: 
But notwithllan~ing thefe Difficulties, and 

many 
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many of the People's being barefooted, and 
almoft without Cloaths, by l\ieans of thill 
Service, in which they had worn them out, 
and their being taken down with Fluxes, fo 
that at one Time there were 1500 Men inca-" 
pable of Duty, occafioned by their Fatigue. 
they went on chearfully without being dif- J. 

couraged, or murmuring, and, by the Help_ 
of Sledges, tranfported the Cannon and Mor- _ 
tars over thefe Ways, which the French had 
always thought impaffable. for fuch heavy 
Weights, and was indeed impracticable by 
~ny People of lefs Refolution and Perfeverance, 
or leIS Experience in removing heavy Bodies; 
~nd befides this, they had all their Provifions 
and heavy Ammunition, which they daily 
made Ufe of, to bring from the Camp over 
the fame Way upon their Backs. 

To annoy our People in making their Ap
proaches, and carrying on their Batteries,
the Enemy erected new Works, where they 
mounted fome Cannon, from whence, as 
well as from the Cannon of other Batteries, 
and from their Mortars, they continually 
maintained aftrong Fire, till their Cannon 
was filenced by being difmounted, or having' 
thc;ir Men beat off by our Cannon. 
_ T~e moft advanced of our five Batteries. 
which was finiihed on the 17th of May, was 
)yithin the. Diftance of 250 Yards from the 
Weft ,Gate of the Town ~ fo that from this 
Battery feV'eralof the Enemy were killed by 
Qur Mufquetery, as' were fome of our Men 
by the Enemy's from the Walls; and indeed 

thill 
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this Battery was (0 near the Enemy's Works, 
that our Men were obliged to load the Can
non there under the Fire of their Mufque, 
tery, which was very fharp on both Sides. the 
Enemy generally opeiling'the ACl:ion every 
Morning with the Fire of their Small Arms 
upon this Battery, for two Hours, which was 
conftantIy returned with Advantage on our 
Side. The Execution done from thefe, and 
the Grand Battery, was very confiderable: 
The Weft Gate was entirely beat down, the 
Wall adjoining very much battered, and a. 
Breach made in it at about 10 Feet from the 
Bottom of the Wall. The Circular Battery of 
16 Cannon, 24- Pounders, nea.r the Weft 
Gate, (and the principal one againftShips 
next to the Grand Battery. and Jilan<;l Bat
tery) was almoft entirely ruined, and all the 
Cannon, but three, difmounted. Their NQrtli 
Eail: Battery, confiil:ing of two tines Qf4.~, 
and 32 Pounders, in all feventee'n 'Cannon. 
another principal Battery againft Ship~, w~s 
da1llaged, and the Men beat off from their 
Guns. The Well: Flank of the King's Ba(~ 
tion belonging to the Cittadd, and th~ Bat
tery there of ftx 24 Pounders, which poine.: 
ed to the ,Land Side, and gre'~tly, a.nnoy~~ 
our Works, was almQft demohlhed. Two 
Cavaliers of two' 24- Pound(rs, each raifed 
during the Siege, and two othtr C'lonon ot 
the fame Weight of Met'll, run out at two 
Embrazures, cut through th~ Parapet near 
the Weft Gate at the fa-me Time. (aU £oint.;. 
ing againfl: our Batteries) were damaged ang 
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lilenced. The Cittadel was very lI'lUch da. 
maged; feveral Houfes in the City entirely 
demolilhed, and almoft everyone more or 
Iefs hllrt; and Maurepas-Gate, at the Eaftern:
moft Part of the City, lhatter'd: And as crofs 
Fires fl'OlU the Cannon and Mortars, and 
even from our Murquetery, ranged through 
the Houfes an.d Streets ·in ~very Part. of the 
City, and through the Eneniy's Parades, 
whereby many were. killed, it drove the 
Inhabitants out of their Houfes into Cafmates, 
and other cQver'd Holds, w~re they were 
ebliged to take Refuge for feveral· Weeks : 
-!.\nd belides this, the Fire from the Grand 
Bat~ery damaged a1fo the Barracks of the 
lfiand Battery • 
. During this Time, our. Parties of Scouts 

fo thoroughly ranged the Woods, that they 
teldom returned without bringing in fame 
frifoners,. which very much confined the 
Enemy within their Walls, who were con-
4antly worfted)n all Skirmifhes, and repul-' 
fed in every Sally which they made, and 
frequently. by an inferior Number of our Men, 
and with very little Lofs, upon. thefe Occali
ons; fuf1:aineli on our Side,.the Chief of which 
was a Party of· 18 of our Men ftragling can· 
t.rary to Orders. being furptized and cut off 
by a large Number of IndianJ, and another, 
of Nine, coming on Shore, out of one of 
the Cruizers, to water, without their Arms, 
~eing Ij.ife furprized llnd cut off by f~me 
IndianJ. ""rhat on the 26th of May, after 
fame ineffeCl:ual Preparations for making an 
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Attack upon the Enemy's lOand Battery, 
which is a {hong Fort built on a rocky 
Ifland, at the Entrance into the Harbour, 
mounted with 30 Cannon of 28 lb. Shot, 
and having feveral Swivel Guns upon its 
Breaft Work, and two Brafs 10 Inch Mor
tars, and 180 Men, it was at Night attempt
ed by a Party of 400 of our Men in Baats; 
but from the Strength of the Place, and the 
Advantage which the Enemy had by being 
under Cover, and our Men expofed in open 
Boats, the Surf running high, our Men not 
being thorough}y acquainted with the beft 
Place for landing, and the Enemy befides (as 
is moft probable) being apprized of their De
fign, they were repulfed with the Lofs of hav
ing about 60 killed and drowned, and I 16 
taken Prifoners; yet under thefe Difadvantages 
feveral of them advanced within the Enemy·s 
Battery, and maintained a Fight with them 
for fame Time before they furrendred, and 
killed fome of them: That it being judged 
of the utmoft Confequence to make ourfelves 
Mafters of the Inand Battery, as it was 
thought extremely dangerous for His Majefty's 
Ships to have entered the Harbour 'till 
~he Enemy could be annoyed in that Bat
tery; and it being after the Jaft Attempt 
thought impracticable to reduce it by Boats, 
it was determined to erect a Battery near 
the Light-Haufe oppofite to it, at 3400 
Fcetdiftance from it ; and the faCQG was, by 
the I uh of June, notwithftanding 'tRe almoft 
infuperable Difficulties, which attended the 
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drawing of the Cannon up a "fteep Bank 
and 'Rock, raifed in fuch Manner, as not to 
be expo fed to more than four of the Enemy's 
Cannon, and at the fame time to flank a 
Line of . above twenty of their Guns; and 
two Eighteen Pounders were on that Day 
mounted, and began to play, and by the 14th 
of June, Four more Cannon of J 8 lb. Shot 
were added, and on the 15th, a Mortar of 
13 Inches Diameter was removed thither, out 
of which 19 Bombs were thrown, 17 whereof 
fell within the lOand Battery, and one of 
them upon the Magazine; and this, together 
with the Fire from our Cannon, to which the 
Enemy was very much expofed, they having 
but little to 1he1ter them from the Shot, 
which ranged quite through their Line of Bar
racks, fo terrified them, that many of them 
left the Fort, and ran into the Water for 
Refuge. And now, the Grand Battery being 
in our Poifeffion, the IOand Bat~rry (efteemed 
by the French the Palladium of LDuisbourg) 
{o much annoyed from the Light-houfe Bat. 
tery, that they could not entertain Hopes of 
keeping it.much longer ;,the Enemy's North
Eaft Battery being damaged. and fo much 
expofed to. the Fire from our advanc'd Bat
tery, that they could not ftand to their GUOl, ;. 
the circular B"'ttery ruinid. and all its Gun~ 
but three difmounted, whereby the Harbour 
was difarmed of all its principal Batteries; 
the Weft Gate of the City being demoli1hed, 
and .a Breach made in the adjoiniilg Wall; 
'he weft Flank of-the Xing's Baftion almoft 
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ruined; and moft of their other Guns, whicA 
had been mounted during the Time of the 
Siege, being fiJenced; all the Houfes and 
other Buildings within the City (fome of which 
were quite demolilhed) .[0 damaged, that but 
one among them was left unhurt; the Enemy 
extremely harraffed by their long Confinement 
within their Cafmates, and other covered 
Holds, and their Stock of Ammunition be
ing almoft exhaufted, Mr. Duchambon fent 
out a Flag of Truce to the Camp on the J 5th 
Day of June in the Afternoon, defiring time 
to confider of Articles of Capitulation, which 
was accordingly granted them 'till next Morn
ing, when they fent Articles in, which wt:re 
rejected by the General and Commodore, 
and others pro po fed by them in their Stead, 
and accepted by the Enemy: And Hoftages 
being exchanged on the fame Day far the Per
formance of the Articles, on the 17th of 
June the City was furrendred to Mr. WQrren 
and GeneralPepperrell, and the Garrifon, con
fifting of about 650 Regular Troops, and 
the Inhabitants of the City being about 130 0 

effeaive Men, befides Women and Children, 
made Prifoners by Capitulation, with the 
Lofs on our Side of no more than 101 Men 
killed by the Enemy and all other Accidents 
from the Time of their Landing to the Re
duction of the Place, and about 30 who died 
of Sicknefs. . 

I omit mentioning the Breaking up of the 
Settlements at St. Peters, and eight other Fi1h. 
ing Settlements \!pon this ~Ifland ; and the 

Burning 
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:{turning of feveral Houfes at. St. John's Iflan<:\ 
-,vithin the Time of the Siege, by Companies 
PlIt on board fame of our Cruizers. 

By-this Reprefentation of the Services of His 
Majeftts Land Forces, I would not be under
tiood to intend to exclude his Majefty·s Ships 
from their juft Share in the- Reduaion of this 
Place. Mr. Warren, upon whom I very much 
depended from -the Beginning for Affiftance 
and Succefs in this Enterprize, dtd~ upon his re
ceiving Orders by his Majefty's Sloop' Hind, 
the 9th of March, to proceed to Bo(ion, and 
concert Meafures with me for the Prote¢lion 
of Nova Scotia, and the Annoyance of the 
Enemy's Settlements,&c. immediately pro
ceed with his Majefty's Ships Superbe, Mer
maid, and Launcejlon, under his Command, 
for Boflon; but upotJ getting Intelligence at 
Sea of the Deparcure of the New-EnglawJ 
Land Forces for CanJo, tho' he was then 
within 30 Leagues of BojIon, witQout Refrdh
ments, or his Complement of Ordnance-Stores, 
and one of his Ships not very fit for imme
diate, Service, fail'd direaly for that Place; 
where having overtaken the Forces, and con
ferred with the General by Letter. upon his 
Majefiy's Service in the Expedition; and it 
being thought advifeable by both, that the . 
Ships fhould direaly proceed before Louis
bourg Harbour to cut of all Supplies' and In
telligence from the Enemy, immediately pro
ceeded there, and moft effectually blocked 
up the Harbour; and by engaging and taking 
the Yigilgnl, a Frent/J Ship of War of 6+ 
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Guns, bound for LouiJoourg with fome Ord
nance Stores, cut off from the Enemy aU 
Hopes of any Supplies or Succours, and gave 
great Spirits to the Land Forces in carrying 
on the Siege; and afterwards, upon his Ma
jefty's Ship Chejler's Arrival from England 
to reinforce him, and receiving Advice that 
the Canterbury and Sunderland were follow
ing, dt'termined to enter the Harbour as 
foon as thofe Ships fhould join him, and at
tack the Town a.nd Batteries with his M,\
jefty's Ships, whilft the Land Forces made an 
Affault upon the City by Land ; which was 
agreed on, between Mr. Warren and the Ge
neral, to be made the 16th of June, and the 
Ships were accordingly clearing on the 15th 
of June, in order to enter the Harbour, but
were prevented by the Enemy's making Pro
pofals for a Capitulation: And indeed Mr. 
Warren offered his Affiftance for His Ma
jefty's Service in every Shape. 

It is unneceffary for me to trouble your 
Gtace with a Detail of the Plans propofed du-
ring the Siege for a more {peedy ReduCtion 
of the Place; as far as I can judge, it was 
effeCted moft happily in the Manner which it 
was reduced in, as the Succefs of the Event 
was much more fecure in this Way; and it 
has coft fewer Lives ; and -the Place was 
gained without the leaft Damage being done 
to any of his Majefty's Ships. j;- .-

I hope thefe Services of -the New-England 
Troops in the Field, which feem to have 
equalled the Zeal of the Maffachufet's Council 
and Affembly within their Province, for His 
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Majefty's Service, upon this Occafion, may be 
graciouOy accepted by His Majefty, as a Proof 
of that perfect Duty and firm Loyalty which. 
I am perfuaded, all the Colonies concerned 
in the Reduction of this Place (but efpecially 
that of the Maffacbufet's Bay, for which I 
can more particularly anfwer) bear to His 
Majefty's facred Perfon, and to his Govern. 
ment, and of their ready Difpofition to pro
mote the general Welfare of his Dominions: 
And I humbly beg of your Grace to lay this 
Account before His Majefty, in fuch Manner 
as your Grace lhall think moll: proper. 

I am, &c. 

William Shirlq. 





JOURNAL 
Of the S lEG E of 

LOU ISBOURG, &t~. 

T
· HE Forces raifed within the Province 

of the MafJachuftt's Bay, being about 
3250 Men, exclufive of Commiffi
on Officers, embark'd the 24th of. 

March, 1744-5, in feven Weeks from the time 
of iifuiQg Governor Shirley's Proclamation for 
raifing them, under Convoy of the Shirley-Galley, 
then in the Employ of that Government, and 
now his Majefty's Frigate Shirley, Captain Rous 
Commander, and arrived the 4th of April at 
Canfo, appointed by the Governor to be the Place 
of Rendezvous for the Tranfports and Cruizers, 
and for a Communication of Intelligence be~ 
tween himfelf at Boflon, General Pepperrell's 
Camp before the Town of Louisbourg, and Mr. 
Warren from the Ships before the Harbour, and 
for lodging all Stores not in immediate Vre in 
the Camp and Fleet, where they found the New
Hamp/hire Forces, being 304, incJufive of Commi(
fion Officers, arrived four Days before them, and 
were joined the 25th of the fame Month by the 
ConneCticut Forces, being 5 I 6, including Com
million Officers. Cbapeaurouge Bay, whiC;h wag 
the Place appointed for landing the Troops, 
being fo fiU'd with Ice, as to make their land
ing impracHcable before, they were detained 
there till the latter End of the Month; in which 
Time the General !rew up and reviewed the 
Forces on Canfo Hill, and formed the feveral 
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Detachments ordered to be employed in the 
feveral Attacks propofed to be made immedi
ately after their landing at Flat Point C01Je, with
in three Miles of the Town of Louisbourg, to 
the W. S. W. and four Miles diftant from the 
Grand Battery to the S. W. according to the 
Plan of Operations concerted at BoHon, and 
there given him in Charge by the Governor"s 
written Orders. During the Stay of the Troops 
there, a Blockhoufe was erected on CanJo Hill. 
and called CumberZlmd, the Flag being hoifted 
on his Royal Highnefs's Birth Day, picketted
without, and defended by eight Cannon of nine 
Pound Shot, and to be garri(on'd by two Com
panies of Soldiers of 40 Men each, befides 
Officers. From thence two arm'd Sloop! were 
fent to Bay Verte, to take or deftroy fome Vef
fels that, according to Information, were to 
carry Provifions from thence to Louisbourg. 

April J 8. And the J 8th of April the RC1Iomee. a French 
Ship of War of 30 Guns, nine Pounders, with 
300 Seamen and 50 Marines, being charged with 
publick Difpatches, fell in with the arm'd Vef
fels in the Service of the MaJJachuJet's Govern
ment before Louisbourg Harbour, where 1he 
maintained a Running Fight with them, but got 
clear by out-failing them. This Ship afterwards 
fell in with the Connef];cut Troops under the Con
voy of their own Colony Sloop, and the RhDad 
ljIand Sloop, the latter of which 1he attacked 
and damaged confiderably; but finally the Sloop 
got off, as did the Troops with their other Con
voy during the Engagement. And after having 
made two more Attempts to puth into the Har
bour, and been again ,hindred and chafed by 
the Maffachlt[cl's Cruizers, returned to FranCf 

without 
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without. having delivered, her Packets; from 
whence fhe ,failed again the Beginning of 1uly, 
with fix Ships more, being the Brejl Squadron, 
for LoNisDowg. . ., . 

The 22d of April Captam Durell, m hiS Mao-- April % z. 
jefty's Ship Eltham of 40 Guns, arrived at Canfo 
"from New-England, having received Orders from 
Mr. WarreD for that Purpofe. 

Afld on the 23d Mr. Warren. in his Majefly'sApril %3. 
Ship SuperiJe of 60 Guns, with the Launcejlon of 
.foO Guns,. Captain Calmad}, and the Mermaid of 
4D (iuns, Captain Douglas, under his Command, 
apd after flaying there fome Hours, and having 
conferr'd with the Gelleral by Letter, Mr. War
r.ell, with the reft ,of the King's Ships, failed to 
cruize off Louisbourg. 

On the 29th of April the Troops embarked April %9, 
in four Divifions of Tranf ports, and failed for, 
Chapeaurouge Bay, under Convoy of one arm'd 
Snow and two arm'd Sloops in the Service of 
the MajJl,lCbu/eJ's Government, under Fire of 
whofe CanJ)On they were to land. And at the 
fame Time a Detachment of 270 Men, under 
the Command of a Colond, and Convoy of an 
arm'd ~loop in the Pay of the NC"oIJ-Hampfoirt 
Government, were fent to St. Peter's, a fmall 
[trencb Settle mint on Cape Breton, with Orders 
(purfuant to, the before-mentioned Plan of Ope
Iations) to take the Place, burn the Houfes, and 
demolifh the Fort, which was accordingly ef-
feCled. 

-, On thesoth of April, between'Nine and Ten April 3Q • 

ip the Morning, the Fleet, having the main Body 
9f the Troops on board, came to an Anchor in 
Chapepurouge Bay, atJhe Diltance of about two 
M~~~s from Flal Point Cove; upon the,Difcovery 
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of which the Enemy immediately fired fame 
Cannon, and rang their Bells in the Town, to 
alarm and call in their People living in the Sub
urbs, and fent out of the Town a Detachment 
of about ISO Men, headed by Captain More
pang and M. Boulerdrie, late an Officer in the 
Duke of Regiment in France, to oppofe 
the landing of our Troops; upon the Sight of 
which, the General made a Feint of land. 
ing a Party of our Men in Boats at Flat 
Point Cove, in order to draw the French thither9, 

(which had its EffeCt ;) and upon a Signal from, 
the Veffels, the Boats returned, and ioined ano
ther Party of Boats under his Stern, from whence. 
under the Fire of our Cannoll, was landed, two 
Miles higher up the Bay, about 100 of our Men,. 
before the Enemy could get up with them; 
and upon briskly attacking them, though under 
the Advantage of being covered with their' 
Woods, after exchanging fame Shot, kiIJed fix: 
of them upon the Spot, took as many Pri[oners, 
(among whom was M. Boulerdrie) and wounded 
feveral others; forced the Remainder to make 
a precipitate Flight towards the Town, with the 
Lo[s of forne others, who were the next Day 
taken Prifoners before they recovered it, which 
was done with the Damage on our Part of only 
twO Men being Oightly wounded. On the [arne 
Day about 2000 of the Troops were landed 
without any farther Oppofition. 

On the next Day, being the Ill: of May, the 
Remainder landed, and begun to get Provifi()n~ 
and Stores afuore. The landing of Provifion~. 
Ammunition, and heavy Artillery, was attended 
with extreme Difficulty and Fatigue, there beina' 
no Harbour there, the Surf aimoft continualIy 

running 
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running very high, fo that frequently for fome 
Days together there was no landing any Thing 
at all; and when they did, the Men wefe obliged 
to wade high into the Water to fave every Thing 
that would have been damaged by being wet. 
They had no Cloaths io fhift theinfelves ~itH; 
but poor Defence from the WeatHer; at the fart1e 
Time the Nights were very c<;lld, ahd generally 
attended with thick heavy PodS, by Means 
whereof it was near a F ortl1igHt before they 
could get all their Stores on 1h6re; and not
withitanding all poffible Cafe to prevent it, 
many Boats and fome Stores were 10ft. 

On May the 2d a Detachment of 400 Men May 2. 

was fent round behind the Hills to the North 
Eall: Harbour, where they got about Midnight, 
and burnt the Enemy's Houfes and Stores, about 
a Mile dill:ant from the Grand Bartery : 

And on the 3d of May we took PolTeffion of May 3-

the Grand Battery which the Enemy had de-
ferted, owing, as it is fuppofed, to the Surpriie 
they were in, from the firing the Houfes in the 
Neighbourhood. They had abandoned thiS-Bat-
tery in fo much Hurry and ConfuCian, that they 
had only fpiked up their Guns, without breaking 
off any of the Trunnions, or much damaging 
their Carriages. There were found here 28 
Cannon of 42 Pound Shot, and two of 18 Pound. 
350 Shells of 13 Inches, and 30 Shells of 10 

Inches, and a large Quantity of Shot. The fame 
Day a Party of the Enemy in Boats attempted 
to regain the PolTeffion of it, but were beat off 
by about 15 or 16 of our Men, who had befor~ 
taken, Poffeffion of the Battery, and flood on 
the Beach expofed to the Enemy's Mllfquetery 
from the Boats, and Cannon from the Town. 

which 
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which played continually upon them. The 
Diftance from the Grand Battery to the mand 
Battery is 4800 Feet. This Battery commands. 
the whole Harbour from the Entrance between 
the Lighthoufe. Point and the mand Battery. 
Two Flanks of two Guns each point from hence 
againil: the Town, and a Line of 10 Guns 
againft the mand Battery. The Remainder to 
the North Eail: Part of the Harbour. By, the 
Fire from hence during the Siege, the Cittadel 
and Houfes in the Town {uffered very much. as, 
alfo the Barracks at the mand Battery. The 
Towers of this Battery were fomething dama-, 
ged, one Man killed and a few wounded ,by 
the Enemy's Cannon, which fired very briskly. 
upon it, as did alCo their Mortars from the 
Town and mand Battery, efpecially at the Be" 
giftning. In a few Days the Camp was formed 
about Half a Mile from the Place where they 
made a Feint of landing, but without throwing; 
up Lines, depending only upon their SeGues and., 
Guards; but afterwards they encamped regular
ly"MP .threw up Lines near the ~lace of J~n~
ing'thelr Stores; and Scouts dUring the Siege 
were conft>l.ntly Cent out, who [eldom return'd 
without bringing fome Prifoners, and very 
much confined the Enemy within their Walls, 
and prevented their making frequent Sallies. 

,Moy .... May the 4th, we began to fire from the Grand 
Battery, from three Cannon which had been 
cleared, as likewife to bombard the Town from 
Greenhill, being the Place where the firft Battery. 
was planted, of one 13 Inch Mortar, one of I I 

" lichts, and one of nine Inches, two Cannon 
nine Pounders, and two Falconets, being tWQ 

Miles diftant from the Camp, 1550 Yards from 
- .' the 
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the Cittadel. Five hundred Men wereorder'd 
to fuftain this Battery ; but finding the nine and 
eleven Inch Mortars would not reach the City, 
they were removed 

The 7th of May, and planted with 10 Co- May 7. 
horns at the Difl:ance of 900 Yards from the 
Cittadel j where a Battery was ereCted 

The loth of May, of four 22 Pounders. May 10. 

The 13th two of them burfl:ed, owing to May 13. 
their not being found. 

The 15th of May, four 22 Pounders more May '). 
were brought to this Battery, as alfo the two 
9 Pounders and 13 Inch Mortar from Greenhill. 
From this Battery the City was bombarded, and 
as the Shot from this Battery ranged through 
the Centre of the City, it damaged not only 
the Weft Flank of the King's Baftion, which it 
flank'd, but alfo the Cittadel and the greateft 
Part of the Houfes in the Town, and even Port 
Maurepas in the Eafl:ermofl: Part of the City. 
This Battery was fufl:ained by the fame Forces 
that fufl:ained the Battery at Greenhill. The 
Damage received at this Battery was the break-
ing the Trunnion of one Cohorn, and burfl:ing 
another; fix Men wounded, of whom one 
died by the Burfl:ing of two 22 Pound Cannon. 
One Man killed and two wounded by the Ene-
my the fame Day 

The 25th of May, the 13 Inch Mortar was May 2). 

burfl:ed, and a Bombardier wounded, occafioned 
by fome Flaw in the Shell, which broke in the 
Mortar. Another 13 Inch Mortar from Boffon 
was mounted in the fame Place, and play'd the 
eighth Day after the ocher was burfl:ed. The 
Tranfporting the Cannon was with almofl: in-
credible Labour and. Fatigue, for all the Roads 

over 
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over which they were drawn, faving here and 
there fmall Patches of rocky Hills, was a deep 
Morafs, in whi~h, while the Cannon was upon 
the Wheels, they feveral Times funk, fo as to 
bury not only the Carriages, but the whole 
Body of the Cannon Iikewife. HorCes and 
Oxen could not be employ'd in this Service, 
but the whole was to be done by Men the.m
[elves, up to the Knees in Mud; at the fame 
Time the Nights, in which the Work was done, 
cold, and for the molt Part foggy; their Tents 
bad, there being no proper Materials to be 
had for Tents in New-England, at the Time the 
Forces were raiCed : But notwithfianding all thefe 
Difficulties, and the People being taken down 
chiefly with Fluxes, fo that at one Time there 
was no lefs (han 1500 incapable of Duty, oc
cafion'd by their. Fatigue, they went on chear
fully, without being difcouraged or murmuring> 
and by the Help of Sledges of about 16 Feet in 
Length, and five Feet ill Width, and 12 Inches 
thick, they tranfported the Cannon over thefe 
Ways, which the French had always thought 
impaffable for fuch heavy Bodies, and was, in
deed, impra~icabJe by any People of lefs Re
folution and Perfeverance, or lefs Experience in 
removing heavy Weights; and be fides this, they 
had all the Provifions, Powder, Shot and Shells 
that they daily made Ufe of, to tranfport over 
the fame Ways upon their Backs. During this 
Time the French ereCted two Cavileirs of two 
Guns each upon the Rampart of one of the 
Faces of the King's Baftion, planted a great 
N umber of Swivel Guns upon the Wall facing 
the Harbour, and to fecure the low Wall at the 
South Eaft Part of the Town, added to the 

Top 
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Top of it a Plank.work picketted, to raife it 
to the:' fame Height with the reft of the Wall. 
and a Range of Pallifadoes at a little Diftance 
Within the Walls, and raifed a little Battery of 
thrt:e fmall Guns upon the Parapet of the lower 
South Baftion fronting Cape Noir, a fmall Hill 
which very much commands the Town. 

May the 7th, a Flag of Truce was fent into May 1. 
the Town with a Summons to deliver it up to 
his Britannic/: Majefty : To which an Anfwer 
was returned by M. Ducbambon Commander in 
Chief, That the King his Mafter having en· 
truftcd him with the Defence of the Illand, he 
<;ould not hearken to any fuch Propofals till af-
ter the moft vigoroUJ Attack, and that he had 
no Anfwer to make but by the Mouth of their 
Cannon. 

The 8th of May, the Enemy made a Sally Mq I. 
out, but were foon repulfed. 

The 13th, notwithftanding all the Care aDd Ma} I J. 
VigiJance of the Men of War and the Colony 
Cruizers, a Snow from BourtUltx got in, which 
they attemptt:d to fire by a Fire-Ship from the 
Grand Battery, but in vain. 

May the 16th, the Cohorns and nine andMaJ .,. 
eleven Inch Mortars were removed to a Hill 
within 440 Yards of the Weft Gate; from 
whence they annoy'd the Enemy very much, 
and received no Damage at all. A Party of 
100 Men came out of the Town in the Night. 
and landed near the Lighthoufe Point, and the 
next Day attempted to furprize a Party that was 
pofted at the Lighthoufe, who lirft difcovered the 
Enemy from an Emine'flce, where they weRe on 
Guard: Forty only of our Men advanced towards 
them: The Parties met in a Wood, and the Ene-
my were routed; five of them killed, and the 

D Hxth, 
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fore the Town, to hinder Boats from landing 
under their Walls. At the fame Time our Men 
of War and Cruizers were very diligent, and 
took feveral Prizes. And' 

M6, '9, On the 19th of May there was an Engage
'ment off the Harbour, in Sight of the Camp, 
between fome of our Ship' and a French Man 
()f -War. 

May ~ I. The 2 I ft a Letter came to the General from 
the Commodore, acquainting him he had taken 
the Vigilant, a French Ship ~f 64 Guns; befides 
the Superbe, fhe MermlJid, Eltham, Maffachuftt's 
Frigate, and Shirley Galley, were all in the En
gagement, and at thlt taking of her. Three 
Days after the taking the Vigilant, Capt. Ed~ 
wards, in the Princejs Mary of 60 Guns, joined 
the Commodore; and the next Day, Capt. 
Cornwall, in the He{!or of 40 Guns. 

/.ItIj :0. The 20th of May the North Weft Battery, 
commonly called Cfitcomb's B.mery, was ereCted, 
bearing North Weft by Weft about 800 Yards 
Diftance from the Weft Gate, and two 42 
Pounders mounted, which were brought from 
the Grand Battery; and about a Fortnight after 
were brought three 42 Pounders· more. This 
Battery did great Execution againft tAe Circular 
Battery : By Means of this Battery and the Ad
vance Battery, not only the Weft Gate was de
molilhed, but a large Breach was made in the 
Wall to within ten Feet of the Bottom of the 
Ditch. The Circular Battery was almoft entire
ly demolilhed; but three Guns Dutoi fix teen 
were left ftanding, and thefe fo expofed to the 
North Weft Battery, that nobody could keep 
the Pbtform. The Weft Flank of the King'i 
.Baftion·was almoft entirely ruined, but in fame 
Meafurc repaired with l'imber. This Butery, 

the: 
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the Advance .ttery, and th'eEight Gan'Ba'
tery, were fufiain,ed b~ 1350 Men. After many 
,fruidefs Preparauons tor an Attac\< on the lfland 
Battery, it was, attempted . 

On the. 26th of May at Nighr, by a Party of Mt11 d. 
400 Men ; but from the Strength of the Pla~ , 
and the Advantage the Enemy had of beinl 
under Cover, and our Men expofed in ope" 
Boars, which' a Musket Ball would fink, the 
Surf running ver,y .. high, and. their not being 
tooroughly acquainted with thebeft Pla~e of Lan-
,ding, they were .repulfed with theLofs of about 
60 ,killed and ,drowned, and 116 taken Prifoners. 

The loth o.f .JUlIe, the Cheller arrive,d from 1une 10. 
England., and JOined the Commodore; and, 
0° On the 12th the Canterbury and Sunderland; 1uTII 1%. 

as did likewife the Lark., with a Store:..fhip un-
der her Convoy, ,bound to Annapolis Royal. It 
beiog of the utmoft Confequence to be Mail:ers 
of the if- liland Battery, and, after the lail: At-
rempt, thought impracticable to reduce it by 
Boats, it was determined to erell: a Battery near 
the Light-houfe !oppofite to it, which would be 
3400 Feet diftant. and in ruch a Manner, as to 
be 'expofed to the Fire of but four: of the Enemy's 
Guhs, and at the fame Time to flank a Line of 
above 20 of their. Guns ; which. notwithftand.,. 
,ang the almoft t infuperable Difficulties that at ... 

tended 

, W 'fbe IDand ~tt~ry is a firong Fort at the Entran~ 
mto the Harbour, mounted with 30 Guns zS'Pounders, al)d 
fev:en Swiv.els, having two Brafs ten Inch Mortars, artd 
}Urifon'd with 1,8b Men.' . , 

t The Diffii:ulties wen; trlliporting the· Cann.on in Boats 
from ~aptlUlr'"gl HOi)'. to ,.the Eaftward of the Llg~tohoufe; 
ule getting them up the Bank of the Shoar, which was a 
ft'eep craggy Rock; the bawling them a Mile and a Q..uaro 

ter over ;ua.. iIl«edible bacl Way of Hills, Row, and Mo
~e •• 
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tended it, was happily etfe6ted, and two 18 
Pounders mounted the 11th of june; 

"1 ; And by the 14th four more, fuftained by 320 
Mit' 14-'Men. Powder growing thort, the Fire had 

-for fome Days been very much flacken'd, and 
the French began to creep a. little out of the 
Cafmares and Covers~ where they had hid them .. 
{elves durin~ the .greateft Fiercenefs of it; but 
-thls beingthe'Annilferfary of his Majefty's hap.. 
'RY AcceffioA to the Throne, it was d~termined 
"to celebrate it as became loyal Subjects and 
-good Sbldierls; and Orders were given for a 
general Difcharge of all the Cannon from every 
Battery, at Twelve o'Clock; which.was accord
j~gJ,y done, and foHow'd by an inceifant Fire 
ttl] the rell: of the Day; which much dithearten
ed the Enemy, efpeciaUy as they mull: be fen;. 
J'ible what mull: ,be the Confequence of thia 
new Battery. It was now determined, as foon 
as poffible, after she Arrival of the Canterbury 
and Sunderland, to make a general Attack by 
Sea and Land: Accordingly they alTiving the 
next Day, all tha Tranfports were order'd oft" 
·ro take, out the fpare Mafis and Yards, and 
other Lumber of the Men of War. The Sol
diers were eniploy'd in gathering Mofs to bar
ricade their Nettings, and 600 Men were fent 
on board the King's Ships at· the Commodorc·s 
,Requeft : The large Mortar was order'd to the 
Light-~o.ufe Battery.; and a new Supply of Pow
der arriving, tne FIre was more fierce from thia 
Time to 

JUllt 15, The 15th, than ever. When the Mortar l?e .. 
gan to play from the Ligbt-houfe Battery upon 
the InandBlttery; out of 19. Shells, J 7 fell 
within the Fort, and one, of them upon the 
Magazine, .which, together wiell the Fire from 

the 
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the Cannon, to which the Enemy was very much 
eipofed, they having but little tofheltet tberta 
frbn1 the Shot tha.t ranged quite 'through their 
Barracks, fo terrified them, rhat many of thetll 
left the Fort, and run into the Waterfof Refug~. 

The Grand Battery being in our Polfeffion .. 
the Ifiand Battery being fo much ~nnoy'd by -t~e 
Light-houfe Battery; the North £aft Battery fo' 
open to our Advance Battery, that it waS -not 
poffible for the Enemy to {land to their Guns; 
aHthe Guns in the Circular Battery except three 
being difmounted, and the Wall almoft whqny 
broke down; the Weft Gate demo}iRred, -and a 
large Breach in the Wall adjoining; the Weft 
Flank in the King's Bailion almofi ruined; all 
the Houfes and other Buildings almoft tore to 
Pieces, but one Haufe in the Town being left 
unhurt, and the Enemy's Stock ott'i9rmnunition 
growing iliort, they fent out a. Flag of Truce 
to the Camp, detiring Time to confider upon 
Articles of Capitulation •. This Was granted till 
the next Morning, - when rhe}' brought out Ar
ticles, which were refufed, and others fent in by 
the General and Commodore, and agreed to 
by the Enemy: MQftages were exchanged ~ and 

On the 17th of june, the City and FortreffesJllnl 17. 
were furrendred, and the Garrifon and all the 
Inhabitams, to the Number of 2000, capable 
of bearing Arms, made Prifoners, to be tranf-
ported to France with all their per[onal Effects_ 
During the whole Siege, we had not more than 
J 0 I Men killed by the Enemy and all other 
Accidents, and about 30 died of Sicknefs. And 
according to the beft Accounts, there were kil-
led of the Enemy within the Walls, about 300, 

betides Numbers that died by being confined 
wjtl1ip the Cafemates, 
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W E the Suh[crilms hQ'()ing ptrufed the hefort. 
writte!' Journal and Account of tbe Pro· 

letdings of the New-England LandPnrm, during 
the late Expedition agaznfl (be Frcncn Settlements 
tin Cape Breton, 10 tbe 'lime of tbe Surrender of 
Louilibourg, to all which Proceedings we wrre 
privy, do hereby certify, that tbe lame comams a 
jufl Reprefentation. of the 'l'ran!o,rtipns and Occur
rences therein Jet fortb, and of the Bebaviour of 
the [aid Forces. In Wimefs whereof, we ha7.lt 
ie,et, Jubfcribed our Names. 

uwsbouyg, Ott. 20, 1745. 

Wm. Pepperrell, Lieutenant General and 
Commander in Chief of the Nl!w
England Hrces. 

S. Waldct~ Brigadier General of the lAnd 
Forces, and Colollel of tbe Second 
Regiment. 

Sam. Moore, Colonel of tbe New Hamp. 
ihire Regiment. 

Simon Lothrop, Lieutenant Colonel at tbe 
ConneCticut Regiment. 

IUchard Gridley, Lieutenant Colonel of the 
'l'rain of Artillery. 

FINIS. 




