


THE 

CAS E 
OFT H E 

CANADIANS 
A T 

MONTREAL 
dijlre.ffed by fire. 

l 

:·f 

~~'*'~~~ 

T H I R D E D I T ION. 

~'*'~~~ 

• 





MOTIVES 
FOR A 

SUBSCRIPTION 
towards the relief of the fuffirers at 

M 0 N T REA LIN CAN A D A, 

6y Il dreadful fire on the 18th of May 1765, in rtvhicb 108 hoUfl!, 
(containing 215 families, chirfiy CAt\ADIANS,) 'wel'c 

deJlroyed; and the greatll part of their inhabitants 
expoJed to all the miferies attending fuch misflr. 

tunn. '['he rtvhole lofi in 6uildings, mer· 
.handize, furniture, and apparel, 

amounted to £.87580 8s. lod. 
flerling; no part of which 

'tfJaJ, or. (ould be in/Ii red. 





M' 0 T I V E S 

For a,SUBSCRIPTION 

"towards the relief of the 5 U F FER E R S at 

M 0 N T REA L in CAN ADA. 

A LTHOUGH our feveral 

aCts of kindnefs and muni
ficence to FRENCH prifoners, 

during the late war, iliould be for- . 

gotten by that nation, they will 

mark out the generofity and huma
nity of BRITISH fubjeB:s to diftant· 
times. If it is true, that we fall· 

iliort of the FRENCH in external ci

vility, it is confeff'ed, that fincerity 

and humanity conftitu.te OUR cha-
raCteriftic • 
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raCl:erifiic. ~ We fee this even · ih 
the moil: uncivilized part of ou~ 

fellow-fubjetls: their compaffion 

increafes with their power of re .. · 

venge; and as it is the great pro

perty of FREEDOM to teach men a. 

quick fenfe of hmnan mifery, we 

generally find that aCts of benevo

lence to enemies keep pace with.: 

courage, as cruelty difcovers the. 

footfreps of fear. 

The more thoughtful and intel

ligent a people are, the more natu

rally will a folicitude for the pre

{ervation of their fellow-creatures 

arife in their minds, upon every great 

occafion, whatever country, nation, 

01' language they are of; w hiHl the 

ce1eftial 
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£efefiial fire, which warms the breaft 

of the true· followers of CHRIST~ 
will ever cherifu the moil: judicious 

as well as tender regard to thofe fo

cial duties by which MAN is bound 

to MAN •. 

The fufferings of the inhabitants, 

of MONTREAL is the prefent objeCt •. 

Whether we confid.er them as FE L-· 

LOW-5UBJECTS, or only as MEN" 

under affiiCtion,. their caufe muft 

be referred to the tribl,lnal of hu

manity and religion., Such a dread

ful fire, -involving fo many families· 
in the moil acute diftrefs,. c.annoL 

be deemed an ordinary or uninter-· 

cfting event.. It {eems to be for our. 

honor as well as advantage to give 
. them 
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them {orne relief, {uch as they fhall 

FEEL and REJOICE IN, though it 

cannot reach them till after their 

nril: {orrows are abated. Th~y na

turally expect this of us: the GO

VERNOR of Q,!1EBEC, and others his 

MAJESTY'S officers, have probably 

flattered them, that {o very dreadful 

a calamity, which can hardly befall 

fuch a city in thrice the life of man, 

will not pars unheeded by fo wife, 

humane, and politic a nation as this. 

Thofe people alfo know that in our 

private capacities we are compara
tively rich, and candidates for the 
reputation of the moil: extenfive be
nevolence; whilft the bare thought 
of the miferies created by fire, where 

no fault is imputed, pleads with an 

ANGEL'S 
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ANGEL'S VOICE in behalf of the 

wretched. And we cannot but ad

mit, that SUFFERERS fuch as thefe, 
are privileged, as it were, by a man .. 

date from heaven, to BEG relief; 

and of whom CAN they confiftently 
beg it, if not of us ? 

The DISTRESSES of our nation 
(if upon the comparifon- the ex
preffion is warrantable) do not 1M .. 

MEDIA TEL Y reach to individuals. 
The ikill, indufiry, and pecuniary 

abilities of great numbers, during 

our late WARS, and in time of 

PEACE alfo, have been fo well paid 

for, as to be converted into fo much 
property due from the PUBLIC: and 
whilft the -ftate is maintained in its . 

genu me 
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genuine dignity, Iufire, and power, 

it is fo much real and fubfiantial 

riches.-But to this end it is neceifa
ry to preferve every individual who 

confiitutes a PAR T of the public, 

whofe misfortunes are owing to ac~ 

cidents beyond his power to prevent. 

This is the truefi policy of the wifefi 

and freefi nations, and ope~ates 

equally in promoting the TEMPO

RAL and ETERNAL FELICITY of 
men . 

. The peculiar fituation of our fel
low-fubjeas,r the NEIGHBORS of 
thefe CANADIANS, ought likewife 
to be taken into the account. Were 
we to hold back the hand of chari .. 

ty, the neglect might APPEAR as 
an 
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~neffea of refentment, tho' there is 

no connexion between them. It is·ap ... 

parently the DUTY of every fubjeCl: 

in general to exercile ALL his vir

tue, to co-operate with the true 

fpirit of government,' in fubduing 

every difficulty that can obftruct the 

moft perfea: good-underftanding. In 

the fame proportion, as there is oc

cafion for the exercife of candor , 

and the mofi: j uft difcernment, the 
natural benevolence of our hearts 

ought likewife to be exerted; 'and 

how CAN we exert it fo properly as 

towards thofe who are by a fatal ac

cident in real diftrefs? The confi

deration of diftance ought to make 

no difference in the minds of a peo

ple whofe EMPIRE is extended to fo 

many 
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many places over the earth, and 

who are, upon proper, teftimony, 

as capable of judging of fuch an 

-event as if it had happened within 

a few miles. 

There are OTHER weighty con

fiderations: much the greater part 
of thefe fuff"erers are STRANGERS, 

whom, to ufe the language of liberty , 

the fortune of war has put under 

OUR protection: and thofe who have 

not feen them may eafily learn f~om 
report, that they are a STOUT, COME" 

LY, and INTREPID people, 'Of a 
vigilant, laborious and OBEDIENT 

difpofition. They have given proof 
of their DISCERNMENT, as well as 

of the NECESSITY of their fituation, 

by 
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by tbe preference they h~ve {hewn 

tothe BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY,when 

they were at their liberty to have 

gone to OLD FRANCE; and though 

military governlnent, which took 

place, is feldom the mofi favorable 

to a commercial people, they had 

reafon to be fenfible of the advan

tageous change. There is now a 

form of CIVIL OECONOMY: if it is 

dulyadminifiered, and not tinCtured 

with military power, it will proba

bly be the mofi grateful to a brave 

and intelligent people. It is our 

wifdom, and our duty, to !hew them, 

in every infiance, that we are . as 

willing to be THEIR friends; as THEY 

CAN BE OURS. And let us endevor 

to fecure their fidelity to the crown 

B of 
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of thefe realms, ~ by engaging their 

HEAR TS as well as their TONGUES. 

They profefs allegiance to the KING, 

let us engage them by every tye to 

render that allegiance inviolable. 

If we confider a fine traCt of land, 

inhabited by EIGHTY or a HUNDRED 

THOUSAN D of thefeCANADIANS (a), 
it is an object of fuch importance 

as can hardly be over-rated. They 

live in a country where plenty 

abounds 

(n) One may ealily form an idea of their num

bers by the men actually in arms at the battle 

of SILLE RI E, and in other'polls. Ifthefe amounted 

to 12 or 15,000, there mull be in all at leafr 

-45,000 males; and it may be pref umed nearly 
.AS man)' females. 
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abounds (b), and where there is a 

field for the enjoyment of health and 

ftrength, fupport and contentment, 

for numbers without limit. 

Whilfl: we carry our thoughts into 

the contemplation of the TEMPO

RAL advantages of cultivating a per

feCt correfpondency with thefe fel

low-fubjeCts of CAN ADA, we !hall 

naturally indulge the pleafing pro
fpeCt of the ftrength, felicity, and 

renown, which muft refult from the 
c10fefi connection with our brethren 

of AMERICA in general.-And upon 

every 

(~) Wheat was laft (ummer at a price equal to 

: s. 9 d. a bulhel, which is ch~aper than it could 

be bought any where upon the whole continent. 

B,Z 
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every fuch fair opportunity we1hould 

{hew, how little the inhabitants of 

HIS MAJESTY'S dominions, in that 

quarter of the globe, have to fear 

from any falfe ambition on OUR 

part. 

It is, in a peculiar manner, the 

glory of BRITISH fubjeCls, wherever 

they refide, to promote UNIVERSAL 

happinefs, by preventing real evils~ 

and fuccoring the diftrefied in every 

form, whenever thefe happen; that 

by a free communication.of liberty, 

and the bounties of providence, we 

may maintain a correfpondency on 

principles devoid of every mixture 

but MUTUAL INTEREST, fupported 

by MUTU AL AFFECTION. And no-

thing 



thing furely will tend more- to unite 

our hearts in EUROPE and AM:&RICA, 

than aCts of real kindnefs and gene

rofity, and a cordial folid regard for 
each other, as fubjeCts of the beft 

of PRINCES, under the happiefi: of 
governments, the, felicity of the 

whole depending on concord. 

Nor ought it to be deemed any 
diminution of the moft fubftantial 
virtue, whilft we pay a RELIGIOUS 

regard to the LAWS of our country, 
that we hope, both in our national 
and private capacity, to reap the 

.advantages of commerce with thefe 

very perfons whofe misfortunes now 

claim a portion of our :attention.
Our fellow-fubjeCl:s a~ ~ome, whom 

B 3 heaven 
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heaven has indulged with ZEAL in 

RELIGION, or PRUDENCE In POLI

TICS, when they are duly informed, 

and maturely think of the fubjea 
• now laid before them, they will fee 

the refifilefs force and propriety of 

this application. 

Every human Being is an object 
of thd divine mercy. Charity WELL 

APPLIED is a facrifice the moil: ac

ceptable to the GREAT LORD and 
compaffionate FATHER of mankind. 

Nor need we any proof of this, be
yond the daily occurrences of life, 
when we behold the arm of bene
volence, as the inftrument of pro
vidence, extended to the POOR, to 

encourage VIRTUOUS INDUSTRY, 

and 
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and prevent the SINFULNESS and 

calamitous effeCts of IDLENESS: 

whilft everyone preferved from beg

gary, and rellored to the exercife of 

a ufeful occupation, is an acquifition 

of RICHES and STRENGTH- to a com

l,Runity. 

Thus are we invoked by the wif-
·dom of our FOREFATHERS, and the 

policy of the PRESENT TIME; by 
()ur religion, our intereft, and our 

Ii berty, to endevor to preferve every 

individual with the tendernefs of 
fraternal love. 

We ate now· to inform our fel;. 

low-fubjeCl:s what the lofs in queC. 

~on waS. This cannot ·yet have 

reached 



{ 20] I 

reached the knowledge of many pi

ous, humane, and judicious per[ons, 

who are defirous to contribute to 

fuch aCts of charity; and they will 

fee the beginning of a fubfcription. 

-Were we to fuppofe that becaufe 
the lofs amounts to upwards of 

£. 80,000 fterling, therefore no
thing can arife from a private COn

tribution worthy of notice, it would 
be A VERY ERRONEOUS CONCLU

SION. The greater the 10fs has 
been, it muft be prefumed that fo 
many more of the fufferers are re
duced to extreme diftre[s, though a 

confiderable part of them fhould 
frill remain in·a fituation above ·the 

acceptance of CHARITY; confe
,quently every mite will be of mo-

ment~ 
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ment. Inficad of difcouraging in
-dividuals from contributing, as if 
the objeCt: were beyoJ!d the bounds 
of relief, it is the more intere1l:ing 
to contribute, though in a fmall 
proportion.-Every degree of. af
£ftance in promoting fo genuine.a 
labor of love to our fellow-fubjeCt:s 
WILL be accepted with the WARM .. 

EST GRATITUDE. 

1 

Who the fuff'erers were, with par .. 
ticulars' what their lofs confifted'inJa 

may be feen at the NEW-YORK 

coffee - houfe, in s WEE TIN G ' S -

ALLEY, near the -royal exchange, 
where any perfon, who requires it, 
may have a printed copy of the au
thentic certificate received from Q.!1E-

BEe. 
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BEC. In the mean while the fol
lowing ABSTRACT will furniili a 
general idea. 

THE Loss fujlained by the drett4ful 
fire on Saturday the 18th of Mal, 
1765, at Montreal, attejied by his 
Excellency the Han. James Mur
ray, his MajllY's Governor of the 
Province of ~ebec, in which Mont
real is jituated; bJ J. Goldfrap, 
Deputy Secretary, and J. Pdtts, 
Deputy Clerk of the council of the 
fiid province; the account whereof 
dfftinguiJhes the names if each per
fin, and in what the loft of each 
conjijled. 

In St. Francois flreet I 
S4 families (a) were burnt out 

(a) St. Francis's fireet confiitutes a confider
able part of the upper town, where the trading 
people refide. 

In 



[ 23 ] 

In St. Paul's fireet (b) 
In the market-place 

Hofpital ftreet 

- 87 dittos 
26 dittos 

St. Louis ftreet 
St. Eloix ftreet 
St. Sacrement ftreet 
St. Nicholas ftreet 

1 

15 
6 

6 
I 

St. Ann ftreet I 

St. Ann fuburbs 10 

GreyJljlershofpital,fuburbs I 8 
.and houfes neareft (c) S 

In 

. (b) St. Paul's is a capital ftreet that interreas 

the lower and upper town. 

(c) This is called Les S(Eurs grifes, or general 

hofpital. It is at fome diftance without the walls, 

feparated by a rivulet, but found no proteCtion 

from the devouring flames. This hofpital re. 

ceives foundlings, and the childrert of the poor, 

aIfcJ fick and decrepid people. It had likewife 

apartments for widows; and upon paying a cer-

tain 

-, 
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in all 2 t 5 families (d), of whom 
much the greater part were Cami.
dians, newly become fubjeCts. 

The whole value, according to 

the faid authentic account, ftands 

thus: 
Value 

tain fum at their entrance it reeeived ladies, whQ 

retire from the world, not as nuns, for they have 

the liberty of vifiting their friends within the 

limits of the hofpitaI. 

(d) Montreal contains about 7000 inhabitants. 

It is here the French Canadians were moil: de

ftrous of retreating when they had acquired a fub

ftil:ance; the adjacent country, where they have 
many feats and farms on the banks of the river; 

being delightfully pleafant, and the climate more 

agreeable than at Q.!!ebec. It was computed that 

one fourth part of the city was confumed, and 

about one third part in value. 
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[, s. d. 
Value in building, (e) 31980. 0.0 
In merchandize 547 18 . 5·9 
In furniture and apparel 25261 • 12 .6 
In calli, plate, and bills, 48 14· o. 3 

Their currency, I 16773 . 18 .6 
------

(/) Equaltofierling, 87580. 8.10 

Thus in one fatal day, within the 
{pace of THREE hours, the greatefl: 
part of thefe falnilies, then happy 
under a BRITISH government, were 

reduced 

(e) An exaCl: furvey was made on oath by mafons 

and carpenters. , 

(f) It is worthy of very honorable notice, t!Iat 

thefe people were fo tender of what they evidenced 

on oath, that great numbers declared, fome time 

after, that they found their 10[s to be conliderably 

greater than the account they had fworn to. There 

were two perrons of the council of Q.Y E B EC ap

pointed as commiffioners to take the dcpofitioRs. 
C 
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reduced to the moil: grievous difirefs. 

The fire burnt with fuch refifilefs 
violence, occafioned by a very high 
wind, that the people were hardly 
able' to ref cue any thing from the 
devouring flames (g). 

A {mall 

(g) This account will hardly appear credible, 

till it. is confidered, that although their houfes 
are made of limeftone, they are either covered 

with SHINGLES, made of white cedar, in the 

manner of tyles, or with boards. It muft alfo be 

confidered on this occafion, that the· houfes are 

Indofed within the fortifications, and fome fo 

m:ar that one of the city gates was burnt, as well 

"'~ the general hofpital without the gates.-The 

two capital ftreets being OR fire on both fides, 
there was no fecurity: the flames and flakes of 
'lire were blown with fuch impetuous violence, 
that many of the goods which were carried to rafts 

or floats upon the river, and prefumed to be in 

fafety, were notwithftanding deftroyed by the fire. 

Add to this, during the general confufion that 

:r.t:igned, there were numerous thefts committed, 

of 
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A [mall number of them were 
laborers, more were mechanics, and 

many 

of which the delinquents coui~ not be eafily difco
vered. This cataftrophe was fo dreadful, that 
though it happened in the fummer, at two in the· 

afternoon, feveral perfons loft their lives, as the 

Canadians fet forth in their petition to General 
Murray. This account is corroborated by a ge

nuine letter, from a perfon of credit, written the 

20th of May from the city, two days after the 
nre, of which the following is an extraa: 

II The fire began in the garret of Mr. Le'Ving- . 

" jion;;," (a perf on of reputation) " occafioned by 

" hot allies, carried thither to make foap. It 

" broke out at the roof, and in an inftant the 

" whole was in a flame, which communicated to 

" the neighboring houfes on both fides of St. 

" Francis's ftreet. The confufion and diftrefs of 

" the inhabitants is not to be expreft. Many of 

" them were in the country, and thofe who were 

" prefent had not time to fave any part of their 

" merchandize or houfuold goods. Others loft 

" ALL, even to their books, papers, plate, and 

C :'. " money. 
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many let lodgings: being thus de

prived of their only property, their 

habitations, 

•• 
"money. This ,misfortune has fallen on the 

oc richeft and moft trading-part of the city, where 

or the buildings were the beft and moft filled 

" with merchandize. But the far gr.eater part of 

.. the fuiferers have now only the clothes on their 

H backs. Many who had the fortune to fave a 

" few goods out -of their houfes, and lay them 

.. on rafts, or by the river fide, loft them again 

,e either by the flames or by theft. The fire 

" was fiopt by uncovering Monr. Landrieve'r 

c, houfe, one end of the hofpitaljJ<, and two 

It {mall houfes between MonC. St. Germain's and 

.. the corner oppofite Monr. Rell.lt1lle's. The 

.. wind, which when the fire began was at 

" N. N. W. turned fuddenly to N. E. which, 

" with 

;It CJ'he loJpita! of Les StEurs de I'Hofpital in St. 
Paul's flreet. '['heft jiflers are as in a nun
nery, hut they de'Vote themJel'VC1 to attendal1ce on 
the jid and wounded, and they accordingly at
tended the Britijh, French, an4 Canadians. 
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habitations, furniture, and apparel; 

they were reduc~d to fo much the 

greater mifery. The ftreets above 

mentioned confiituti'!\g· the chief 

part of the trading divifion of the 

town, many merchants and ihop

keepers were involved in the mif

fortune, and fome of thofe whom 

the 

., with thefe precautions, and the united efforts 

" of the foldiers and the inhabitants, faved the 

" reft of the town. For had it gone up that 

" ftreet which leads to the parifh-church, or 

" fired the hofpital des StEurs, it would have 

" been very difficult, if not impoffible, to have 

" faved any part of the town. There are 110 

" princi-pal houfes burnt." 

The accounts differ only 1D the number of 

houfes; fome call it 108, fome 110, which feems 

to be a very immaterial circumftance, for two 

houfes being hurt, not deftroyed, may not be 

reckoned. C 3 



the FRENCH u[ed to call VOlA .. 

GEURS, or itinerant traders, who 

come to this city to buy commo .. 

dities, which they carry into the 

country, and after tWo or three 

months bring back the returns in 

FURS. 

There was [orne relief fent from 

Q.YEBEC (h), on this mournful oc

cafton, and fome aflifiance given, 

as may be eaftly conceived, by the 

other inhabitants of MONTREAL, to 

their relations and friends, but it 

was only a temporary fupport; and 
in the circumfiances of the infan t 

flate 

(h) The fum. fent from Q.PEBEC amounted to 

about £.380 fterling, which was laid out in pro

viiions :md clothes for \he immediate relief of 

the fuff"erers. 
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fiate of thefe colonies, fince the 

conqueft of them, more could not 
be expected. 

Of all the calamities incident to 
human life, none are more dread
ful than FIRE, when it gets the 
command. Earthquakes, when they 
do not throw down houfes, and bury 
the inhabitants in the ruins: Inun
dations that reach not the lives of 
men: Epidemical difeafes which do 
not rage with violence, ftrike not 
the imagination with fo much HOR~ 
ROR, nor call forth the compaffion 
which the great author of nature 
hath implanted in the human breaft, 
with fo much ENERGY, as when 
we fee our fellow-creatures diftre1f .. 

ed 
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ed by the mercilefs fury of this 

element. 

To behold amidfi: the flames, the 

SICK or MAIMED, the INFIRM OLD 

woman, or more DECREPID MAN,· 

drooping under the refifi:lefs ftrokes 

of mortality, yet eagerly fiying fronl 

the FIRY DARTS of death: the 

TENDER HUSBAND anxious to pre-~ 

ferve his WIFE, and the MORE TEN

DER MOTHER feeking for her CHIL

DREN, dearer to her than the blood 

that animates her frame!-This is 

a fcene TOO INTERESTING for de
fcription ! Yet this is but the 
BEGINNING OF THE SORROW that 

many experience on thefe occafions. 

We have too often feen, that many 
e[cape 
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e(cape from fire who have no food 

to fatisfy their hunger; no raiment 

to cover their nakednefs; no houfe 

to guard them from the inclemency 

of the fky. Many were thus ex .. 

pofed on this fad occafion, and muft 

have periilled but for the mercy of 
their fellow-creatures. 

Scarce was the fword well !heath'd, 

and the widow's- tears dried up, when 

this conflagration happened. Under 

their former governors, grown de
fperate by repeated defeats, thefe 

people had experienced the nume

rous calamities of war, not with us 

only, but alfo with the favag~ IN

DIANS. They had likewife felt the 

affliction of great fcarcity of ali-
ment, 
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men t, the in terru ption of their trade, 

and the fufpenfion of their paper 

money. Th ey dreaded the fame 

hard fate from us, but they were 

agreeably furprized by .a different 

rule of conduCt. The remains of 

their fuhftance was improving when 

this melancholr event fuqdenly fell 

upon them.-Shall we not take a 

SHARE in their misfortunes ?-Shal1 

not the various reafons which con

cern the fituation of thefe brave 

CANADIANS, our NEW fellow-fub

jeCts, move our compaffion? Let us 

not think they have no claim on us; 
but ftretch forth our arms to that 
diftant region, in hopes one day to 

RECEIVE the mercy which the great 

Parent of nlankind will extend to 

all 
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.all his obedient children, in endlefs 

.ages of felicity, when the WHOLE 

E}~R TH will be diffolv.ed by FIRE! 

N or ought we, whilft we draw 

the vital air, to forget in what man:':' 

ner it pleafed DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
I 

to blefs HIS MAJESTy3S arms, and 

to give him the poifeffi-0n of the 

-country of which the CiTY in quef

tion is in feveral refpeCl:s the prin ... 

cipa1. Let us look back on the la

borious marches and hidden dangers, 

the lofty mountains and rapid 
ftreams; the ikill of our leaders, 

the ftratagems of war, the valor of 

our troops, and all the arduous ef

forts of the enemy! Can we think 

of thefe circumftances without the 
moft 



moll: AWFUL GRATITUDE! Or CAN 

we exprefs our acknowledgments fo 

well as by our munificence on fuch 

occafions, in the firm perfuafion that 

we iliall be inll:rumental in refioring 

many of our fellow-fubjeCts to a 

condition of fupporting themfelves, 
fo much the fooner, and fo much 

the better; and by rendering them 

happy, return fourfold advantage 

into our own bofoms, and the bofom 

of our common parent, OUR COUN

TRY? 

In thefe feveral views we prefent 

the caufe of the fufferers at MONT

REAL, intending that no motive 
which religion, humanity, or TRUE 

POLICY can fuggefi, {hall be omit-

ted. 
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ted. It is thus we {hall conciliate 
their minds to the BRITISH govern
ment, and render the oeconomy of 
it, in that quarter of the world, fo 
much the SAFER. In proportion 
to the encouragement afforded for 
the promotion of ufeful INDUSTRY 

and LABOR, it is to be prefumed 
their attachment to this country 
will increafe. 

By fuch means. we iliall alfo {hew 
them what our OUR PROTESTANT

ISM infpires, in the moil ~fTen
tial part of chrifiianity: w~ iliall 
iliew them, that the BRITISH nation 

is not lefs worthy of being beloved 
for the exercife, of the focial virtues, 
than dreaded for their v A LOR and 

D IN-



INTREPIDITY: and thefe qualities, 

difplayed on this occafion, will, in 

their natural tendency, promote that 

kind of HARMONY, on which the 

profperity of the fiate depends. 

Thus lhall we behold commerce 
and navigation FIXED on the SE ... 

CUREST BASIS; benevolence che ... 

riihed; the hearts of an the fubjeCl:s 

of the BRITISH EMPIRE united by 

a concordance of fentiment, a juft 

difcernment of what is RIGHT and 

FIT for the common good, and a 
refolution to adhere to fuch RIGHT. 

And being thus bound by a fincere 
and mutual affeCtion, even the moil: 

adverfe events may, in the iffue, can ... 

tribute to give permanency to the 

fiate" 
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frate, and uninterrupted happinefs 

to the KING and his p.eople .. 

Thofe who fee the cafe In any 

point of view, to induce them to 
contribute, may be affured, that as 

all due attention has been employed 
in obtaining the moft exact iflfor
mation of the true ftate of the cafe, 
the fame care will be taken in the 
di!b:ibution of their munificence 

with the utm?ft propriety, even to 
the prevention of the like misfortune 

as far as prudence can fuggefl: (a). 
We 

(a) The rooms of their hou[es at Montreal 

are floored with clay, and ftones laid on them, 

in order to prevent fire: but as the French in 

Europe are much behind us in the mechanic 

arts, whi-ch contribute to the fafety and con-

D 2 vemency 



We who have accepted the charge 

of this bufinefs, as a COMMITTEE 

feleCted, 

veniency of life, they are ftill more fo in their 

colonies; to which caufe we may attribute thefe 

Canadian! having been without fire engines on 

this occafion. This misfortune will be remedied 

hereafter, far they had two fuch engines fent 

over Iaft {ummer; and it may be hoped every 

other canveniency will be introduced among 

them, particularly the conveyance of water to 

refervoirs, which is much wanted there. This 

eefect indeed is the more pardonable, when it 

is confidered, that in fo opulent a city as London, 

it is but the other day it was attended with fatal 

confequences. 

Some perfons now bound to Canada intend to 

try if flate coverings will ftand the froft. The 

Canadian! may alfo try tyles properly glazed 

inll:ead of Ihingles, which will, as far as hu

man prudence can go, prevent {uch misfor

tunes for the future. It may be pre fumed 

from the cuftom of the Ruff/am, that fuch 

tyles will ftand the melting of fnow and the 

feverity 
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[eleCted, . at a general meeting of 

the fubfcribers, will do every thing 
In 

feverity of froft, though the Canadians have 

received a vulgar notion to the contrary. Be

fides the tyles of their own making, the RujJiallS 

at St. Peterflurgh ufe pantyles glazed, which are 

imported from abroad. Ships which would 

otherwife come in balla!l bring them at an eafy: 

rate. Thefe are not always fufficient; the cement 

muft be well digefted, or it is apt to freeze and 

break aut.-Iron plates, painted or tinned 

over on both fides, are ufed for the better kind of 

houfes among the RujJians: thefe frand the froft, 

and are more eff"etlual againft fire. Thefe plates 

are generally made of an archeen, or 28 inches 

fquare, nearly as thick as a new-milled fuilling. 

They coft two rubles and an half a pood, or lIS. 

for 361b. EngliJh. The inconvenience of noife 

from rain is prevented by the board c;overing 

refting on crofs pieces to break the found. 

Th~ Ruffians as well as the S·wedes turn the 

edges of the plates one within another for an 

D 3 inch 
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in our power to an(wer the end in 

"iev.r, in relieving the SUFFERERS 

In 

inch and a half; but this method is fubjeCl: to 

fome inconveniences, as being apt t(l) break them. 

There is another method, lefs comy as to the 

labor, and in [orne re[pelts may an[wer better, 

viz. to cover the boards which compo[e the top 

of the houfe with two layers of brown paper, 

cipt in hot tar; then lay on two of the plates, 

eery other one, fa that the third may over-lap 

~t~:cut an inch 0;; each of the two: brown paper 

clipt in tar mull: be under the third, as well as 

the two firl1 plates, and extended fa far as to 

COL:C between the fal1enings of the plates: this 

-.'.ill cC!1fc.lidate the work. It is apprehended 

thfc plates fnould be previoufly punched with a 

I.roper free! pt;ncher, and fitted to each other. 

The pbtcs being cut of equal lengths, the holes 

may be eafily made to an[wer each other. The 

work fnould be fallened with {"ppe1" nails, 

which will not ruft like iron. A puncher may be 

ufed to Fcpre the way through the paper, and 

the 



the beft manner. And in due tinle 

the SUBSCRIBERS {hall be informed, 

to 

the gimblet for the boards, otherwife the copper 

nails may be eafily refifted. The iron plates 

being painted, or tinned over, and then fail:ened 

as _ above, will ftand [now and rain, and refi1l 

wind, better than in the method of turning the 

edges; and in the iiTue thefe plates may prove the 

cheapen: coverings, efpecially in a country where 

the froft is fevere. 

There is a third method, perhaps more effectual 

than either of the other two; which is, plates of 

iron tinned and foddered together, which wiII 

have this advantage, that \\h"u a fire happens in 

a houfe, a [mall degree of heat will un fodder 

them; and the plates dropping, the flame will 

afcend, and not burft forth on the fides, and ex. 

panding themfelves communicate to the neigh

boring houfes. On the other hand, it muft be 

remembered, where there is no [ecurity by nails, 

the adjacent houfe may, by the [arne means, be 

eafily uncovered. The plates being tinned, in 

preference 
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to whom, and In what propor
tions, the money has been di1tri

buted, 

preference to their being painted, have confidera

bly the advantage in point of duration. And 

whether foddered or r,:;.iled, tinned or painted, 

iron plates are the beft fecurity ;~6ainft lightening, 

as the etherial fire travels along it: and if a rod of 

iron goes from it on the fide of the wall down in to 

the ground, upon the principles of ~he ingenious 

Dr. Franklin's difcovery, and the experience of 

many years paft, it will be an elf"eCtual fafe-guard 

beyond tyles, and far beyond wood, whilft it de

fends againft common fire. 

This method might alfo create an article of com

lnerce, the iron plates being made in England 

I:-y means of our flatting-mills, and tinned with 

our tin. There is this alfo to be obferved, that 

though North America in general, and. Canada 

in particular, abounds in iron, there is very little, 

if any, of a quality fit for fuch plates. As to 

putting paper under the plates to make them lie 

the clofer to the boards, whether thefe are tarred 

or 
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buted, fo as to be of the moil 
fervice to the OBJECTS of their 

bounty. 

It is prefumed that nothing more 
need be added, as to information of 
real faCts or fubftantial reafoning, but 
that the time is drawing near when 

the 

or not, can create nO very material difference. 

As to fixing the plates, and fecuring the houfe 

againft rain and melted fnow, experience will 

be the beft guide. --There are fome capi

tal houfes in England now covered with cop

per-plates, which, from their thinnefs, the light

nefs of the timbers to fupport them, and: their du

ration, may perhaps come out much cheaper than 

lead, and as cheap a covering as any that can be 

found. We might create a confiderable traffic 

in this article. There are many copper-mines in 
England and Wales, and many more houfes in Eu

t·ope, which ftand in need of good coverings, than 

there are in America. 



the river of ST. LAWRENCE will·be 
open, and the correfpondence free; 

and the better news we can com
municate to our CANADIAN FEL

LOW-SUB JEeTs, the more happy 
WE than efteem ourfdves. 

The 
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The COMMITTEE or TRUSTEES, 

meet at the NEW-YORK Coffee

Houfe every Thurfday at 12 

o'clock, and will be glad to be 

favored with the affiftance of any 
fubfcriber. 

JOHN THORNTON,EJq. Trea[urer. 
Sir Samuel Fludyer, Bt. Edward Paine, Efq. 

William Burke, Efq. Andre'w Devifme, E/q. 

John Pownall, E/q. Mr. Daniel Vialars. 
Perea Cufl, Efq. Mr. Ijidore Lynch. 

Robert Allen, E/q. Mr. John Stret/ell. 
Samuel Smith, Efq. Mr. Robert Hunter. 

John Marlar, Efq. Mr. Francis Ryhot. 
Robert Macky, Efq. Mr. Robert Grant. 
William Neate, Efq. Mr. Gregory Olive. 

Fowler Walker, Efq. Mr. Benjamin Price. 

Richard Neave, Efq. Jonas Hanway, Efq. 

EDWARD GRE.EN, Secretary. 

SUB-



SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by 

Sir Char. Afgill, Nightingale andlFickenden, 1 
1vftiFs. Cliffe, IYalpole, and Clarke, 

MejJrs. Roffey, Neale, 1 ames, and Fordyce, l ~ 
M1frs. Henton, Brown, and Son, ~ 

::r;: !~~j:~, ;;e~:,~::t~nd Haggart, J 1 
j141frs. Boldero, Carter, Barnjlon,and Sueitb, ~ 
M1frs. BraJfey, Lee, and Ayton, 
Md[rs. George and lFilliam Gines, 

Md[rs. Fuller and Cope, I B' h' l 
. Ire zn- ane. 

Md[rs. Vere, Glyn, and Halifax, 

Sir George Amyand, Staples, and Mercer ,Cornhill. 

SirGeorge Colebrooke, and Co. Threadneedle-jlreet. 

Sir 1ofephHankey, andP artners ,Fenchurch-flreet. 

Md[rs. Henry, Richard, and Richard Hoare, 

Fleet-jlreet. 

Sir Francis Gojling,. Gojling and Clive., Ditto, 

MeJfrs. Robert Child, and Co. remple Bar. 

MeJfrs. James and Thomas Coutts, Strand. 

Mejfrs. And. Drummond, and Co. Charing-crojs. 

MejJrs. Backwell, Hart, Darell, and Croft, 

Pall-mall. 

DONA .. 
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DONATIONS in behalf of the fuf
ferers by fire at Montreal. 

lfaac Adamfon, Efq; 

A. -
R.A. 
Robert Allen, Efq; 
Mr. Latham Arnold 
Mrs. Sarah Aynworth 
Mr. Adderley 
Henry Archer, Efq; 

E. A. and A. B. 

A. 

B. 

-

Melfrs. Beckman and Company 
Metrrs. Bland and Barnet 
William Burke, Efq; 
M. B. 
M. B. 

J.B. - -
E 

£. s. d. 
5 5 0 

I I 0 

5 5 0 

10 10 0 

5 5 0 

I I 0 

I I 0 

5 5 0 

o 10 6 

o 10 6 
10 10 0 

10 10 0 

15 0 0 

5 5 0 

I I 0 

The 

• 
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£. s. d. 

C. 
The Right Han. Secretary Conway 50 0 0 

?vIelfrs. Clay and Augutter 10 10 0 

John Carter, Efq; 2 2 0 

C.C. 2 2 0 

Mrs. Margaret Chitty 

M.C. 

1\1r. Edward Clark 

Ed ward Coke, Erq; Canterbury 

Solomon da Cofia, Efq; 

Melfrs. Coleman and Lucas 

C. 
Charles Crockat, Efq; 

Perc. Cufi, Efq; 

C.D. 

John Darker, Efq; 

P. D. 
John Dewes, Efq; 

J. D. 
A.D. 

Henry Ellis, Efq; 

D. 

E. 

10 10 0 

I I 0 

5 5 0 

30 0 0 

20 0 0 

10 10 0 

220 

20 0 0 

10 10 0 

50 0 0 

220 

053 
- I I 0 

I I 0 

20 . 0 0 

5 5 0_ 

Doctor 
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Doaor Fothergill 

J. F. 

F: 
£. s. d. 

55 0 

55 0 

Sir Samuel and SirThomasFludyer 25 0 0 

G. 
Mrs. Sarah Gibbins 

Mr. Edward Green 

Me1Trs. Grant and Co. 

Lowe Griffin,. Efq; 

Mr. John Good«;, . of KenJington 

Lady Eliz. Germain, a lottery ticket, 

I I 0 

55 0 

10 10 0 

10 10 0 

I I 0 

NO'39,896, Blank, produced 5 5 0 

H. 

Mr. William Higginfon 

Me1Trs. Humphrys and Harris 

Mr. Robert Hunter" 

Mr .. Leonard Hammond 

Jonas Hanway, Efq; 

Thomas Hanway, Efq; ---.. 

G.H. 

E 2 

I 

5 
10 

I 

5 

5 
I 

I 0 

5 0 

10 0 

I 0 

5 0 

5 0 

I 0 

J\Ir. 
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I. 

Mr. John Iriih -
Mr. John Jones, oj Hackney 

Mrs. Deborah Jennings 

By the Rev. Mr. Jacob Jefferfon 

A Lady 

L. 1\1. B. 
-

L. 
-

Mr. Lowe, oj St. Mary la B()nn~ 

:\1r. Thomas Lever 

Mr. Hidore Lynch 

:\1r. James l\father , 

M. 

i\1r. Moore -

E. M. -
John Marlar, Efq; 

Robert Macky, Efq; 

-

.--

---

£. !. d. 

I I 0 

220 

I I 0 

220 

4- 4- 0 

o 10 6 

7 9 0 

5 0 0 

10 0 0 

33 0 

I I 0 

100 

10 0 0 

II) 0 0 

Francis Meferes, Efq; 5 5 0 

J'vleifrs. Maudit, Wright, and Co. 10 10 0 

T.N. -
N. 

I r 0 

H.N. 
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H.N. 

R. Nettleton, Efq; 

James Norman, Efq; 

'Villiam Neate, Efq; 

Richard N eave, Efq; 

O. 
Mr. Edward Ommanney 

Z. O. 

{,. s. d. 

o 10 6 

I I 0 

20 0 0 

21 0 0 

10 10 0 

o 10 6 

I I 0 

Overplus of the fire-colleCtion for 

Rotherhithe 51 7 2 

Mrs.Okenden 0 2 6 

,v. P. 

VI. P. 

P. 

Mr. 'Viliiam Pocock 

2 

2 

5 
10 

2 0 

2 0 

5 0 

10 0 Meffrs. Benjamin Price, and Son 

Edward Paine, Efq; 10 10 0 

A. P .. 

John Pownall, Efq; 

R. 
MdTrs. Roffey, Neale, James, and 

Fordyce 

• 

I I 0 

5 5 -0 

21 0 0 

Mr • 
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Mr. Francis R ybot 

Samuel Rickards, Efq; 

l'dr. John Rogers 

S. 
Samuel Smith, Efq; -
S. 
Mr. John Strettell 

Sir \Villiam Stephenfon 

W.S. 

11 Irs. lVIary Sneyd 

Mr. Spiller 

W. S. by Mellis. Hoares 

S. S. S. 
1\1r. Suckland 

Sundry perfons, by the hands 

Mr. Strettell 

T. . 
!vIr. S. Towers 

John Thornton, Efq; 

The Hon. Dr. George Talbot 

It. T. ..... 

c. s. d. 

21 0 0 

10 10 0 

I I 0 

, 5 5 0 

I 7 0 

21 0 0 

10 10 0 

o 10 6 

5 5 0 

I I 0 

6 '0 0 

5 5 G 

2 2 0 

of 

157 10 0 

I I 0 

50 0 0 

55 0 

55 0 

A perfon 
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u. V. 

£. s. d. 
A perfonunknown,byMr.Blackman 5 5 0 

A perf on unknown - 0 5 3 
Ditto 0 10 6· 

A gentleman unknown 

A perf on unknown 

A perfon unknown 

-
• 

o 10 6 
o 10 6 
026 

A perf on unknown 2 2 0 

A perf on unknown 0 5 3 
A perf on unknown, by Mr. Geo.Box 3 3 0 

A perfon unknown 0 10 6 
A. B. a lady unknown 3 3 0 

A gentleman unknown, by Mr. Lane 5 5 0 

J. V. 50 0 0 

Mr. Daniel Vialars 

W. 
Fowler Walker, Efq; 
Sweet Wood, Efq; 
Melfrs. Watfon and Olive 

J.W. 
A.W. 

Mr . John Whifton 

Robert Ward, Efq; 
-

21 0 0 

55 0 

10 10 0 

10 10 0 

55 0 

220 

55 0 

5 00 

S.W. 
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S.W. 

x, Y, Z. 
Mr. Henry Young 

X.Y.Z. 
A.Z. 
Z. 

£. s. d. 
I I 0 

220 

10 10 0 

5 5 0 

220 

ADD I T ION. 

The R. H. Marq. of Rockingham 100 0 0 

T1.c R. H. Earl of Dartmouth 50 0 0 

T. Afkell 0 10 6 
Rev. Mr. Birch 
p. p. 

T. S. 
C.G. 
Dr. Richard Rufiel 

A. B. 
George Aufrere, Efq; 
IvleiTrs. Smith and Gafkill . 

110 

I 1 0 

053 
- 1 I 0 

2 2 0 

20 0 0 

55 0 

55 0 

His Grace the Archbifhop of Can-

terbury 30 0 0 

The Rt. Hon. Earl of Hardwicke 21 0 0 

p. C. o 10 6 
Mr. 
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Mr. Rofewell 
£. s. d. 
o 10 6 

Sir William Mufgrave, Bart. 2 2 0 

Nathaniel Mafon, Efq; 5 5 0 

Meffrs. William and Hugh Minet 5 5 0 

A perf on unknown, by the hands of 

MeW. Trueman and Neave 

A. B. 
E. D. S. N. F. 
J.R. L. C. 
Robert Fergu{on, E{q; 

Ynyr Burges, Efq; 
A perf on unknown 
N.P. 
A. -

-

-

55 0 

220 

5 00 

o 10 6 

55 0 

I I 0 

o 10 6 

- I I 0 

I I 0 

PO S T .. 



P 0 S T S C RIP T . 

.&farch 20, 1766. 

T HE committee having thought 
it moil: advifable to fufpend 

the application for the relief of the 

Canadian poor fufferers, for fome 

weeks pait, have now the pleafure 

to infornl the public, that 1\1r. 

Thornton and Mr. I-Ianway, having 

been deputed to wait on the KING 

with this Cafe, his Majefiy received 

them mofi gracioufly, and with his 

ufual clemency and benig)1ity was 

pleafed to gIve, towards the relief 

of thofe who are In real di

firefs, £. 500. 

It is hoped, when our fellow fub

jeers are fully informed of the real 

fiate 



il:ate of this cafe, they will think it 
a very proper objea for the exercife 

of their humanity as men; their cha

rity as chriftians; and their policy as 

members of the community. 

New-York Coffee-Houfe, 
Apu"l3, 1766. 

T HE letter to the Gazetteer, 
figned a SUBSCRIBER, hath fo 

well exprefl: the [en[\: of our com
mittee in behalf of the [ufferers, that 
we have adopted the fame, vi,z. 

SIR, 
I Have received a .printed Cafe of the poor 

fufferers by a fire that happened at Mont

real in May laft, in which the gentlemen 

who have fo generoufl y undertaken to follicit 

a fubfcription for them, plead the caufe upon 

the principles of good policy, as well as hu-

manity 
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Inanity and religion, with a very becoming, 

and I dare fay, a very difinterefted ~eal. The 

proverbial faying is, OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF 

MIND; and this is fo true, that even the 

great concerns of eternity are too often neg

IeCl:ed. 

Though inconftancy is imputed to us as 

til charaCl:eriftical mark, yet in the Hfue of 

things we generally aCl: a confiftent part: it 

may be now hoped we 1hall do what is right 

and fit to be done, agreeably to the diCl:ates 

of our own hearts, and the pecuniary abilities 

of individuals; remembering that he who 

gives EARLY gives TWICE; and that no man 

has a right to atk another (who gives any 

mark of his approbation either WITH his 

name or WITHOUT it) why he contributes 

fo JittIe, or fo much, or if he does not give 

at all; neither is he obliged to declare his 
reafons. 

I have not only contributed my mite, but 

I will tell you why I think others, who can 

afford it, lhould give theirs. In regard to di ... 

fiance of time fince this accident, it muft be 

obferved, 
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:tmferved, that through the inadvertency of the 

Committee, in not having appointed a Trea

lurer, or not having fufficiently explained the 

faCls, or, perhaps, from the prejudices pre. 

vailing in relation to fires in general, without 

diftincrion of circumftances, this bufinefs was 

not at firft carried on in that rapid manner as 

feems to be, in fome meafure, em:ntial to 

fuch kind of applications. Befides this, I 
underftand it has been purpofely left dormant 

for two or three months paft, fuppofing that 
whiHl: our minds were agitated with the great 
North American affair, we £hould not £how 
much attention to the poor Canadians, though 

they are as diftinCl an object, with the differ:. 

ence of becoming Britifu fubjeCls, in a con

q uered territory, as the inhabitants of the Cape 

of Good Hope. 

Diftance of place, as the Cafe very properly 

fets forth, ought not to create any difference in I 

the minds of a people whofe empire is extended 

to fuch remote regions over the earth. Indeed, 
there is no people that makes any figure, but 

has dominions very_ diftant from t.he feat of 

F empire, 
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empire, and pays attention to them in prop or .. 

tion as they receive, or hope to receiv~, advan

tage from fuch foreign territories. As an in

telligent and commercial nation, and a peo

ple whofe minds are enlarged by a vaH extent 

of knowledge, fo as in Come degree to make 

the whole earth their own, WE more particu

larly, whiHl: we entertain an amiable partia

lity for the fpot we live on, ought to habituate 

ourfe!ves to the confideration of being CITI

zn:s OF THE WORLD, ,but furely citizens ·of 

that part of the world which our fellow fub. 

jeCls inhabit. 

As a warlike, brave and trading people, we 

owe a more peculiar humanity and politenefs 

to men likeourfe!ves. It has ever beell 

deemed an effential property of bravery to fuew 

~indnefs to thofe who have done their duty in 

-arms, in the fame manner as we would willi 

they fuouJd fuow in our favor, in fupport of 

that allegiance, which they profefs when fub. 

tIued: and as bravery, integrity, and obedience 

to government, generally go hand in hand, 

there is nothing fo g-ood but may, upon 
the 
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the Came principle, be now expe8.:ed of theCe. 

Canadians. 

As free fubjeCls, we have a right to remon .. 

firate; and, in the changes and chances of all 

human affairs, remonftrances fometimes pre

vent thofe mifchiefs which would otherwife 

befal a nation·; but ftill obedience to human, 

as well as divine laws, is better than thoufands 

Qf cattle upon the hills. Thefe Canadiall~, I 

am well afI"ured by. thofe who know them welJ, 

bave the peculiar charaB:eriftic of a contented 

and obedient people. As to their bravery, let 

~e bloody plains of Abraham and Sillerie, 

the monument of the much-lamented /-rolfe, 
whofe intrepid fpirit led him to an early grave, 

let thefe, I fay, declare; whilft the brave, the 

prudent, and fortunate Amherft bappily lives 

to tell us, over what lofty mountains and rapid 

Itreams, through what pathlefs woods and 

dreary waftes, he led our gallant countrymen 

to the long withed-for conqueft of thcfe 

people. 

I hope our inconftancy will not predomi

nate fo far as to induce us to negleCt what I 

F 2 ffi::ty 



m;l,y be allowed to call a dt!emt regard to the 

brave Canadians under this lingular affiiaion. 

It was not their fault; they brought not the 

misfortune on themfelves, unlefs their igno

rance of the moil: effeetual means to prevent 

the communication of fire was a fault. If, as 

obferved in the cafe, the French are far be

hind us in the knowledge of thofe mechanic 

arts which contribute fo much to the fafety 

and convenience of life, we muil: not be fur

prized their colonifl:s {bould be ignorant. But 

it may be hoped we thall teach them how to 

preferve themfel yes hereafter, and that the 

very fubfcription in quefl:ion may be a means 

of accomplifhing this end: fuch is the zeal of 

the gentlemen who efpoufe their caufe.· 

The Canadians are now bccam'e, to all in

tents and purpores, our fellow-fubjeB:s, 'and a 

very defervi n; people th~y are. The cur

rent of their trade will naturally turn this 

way, if there is not a bar to it: and it is 'pro~ 

h~lble we thall benefit by them very con-' 

fiderably. The' better impreffiom they re

ceive of us at fettin:; out, it is not lefs pro-

bable 
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bable the more am.icably permanent will the 

conneCtion be. 

The cafe ~xplains, in the moft authentic 

manner, that the accident mull: be afcribed 

. to their misfortune, not their fault. That 

it was a misfortune, 215 families lofing 

87,5801. fterling, moftfatally declare. And 

it 1hould be remembered, there are no rich 

citizens to haften with ample fuccour. There 

are no infurance-offices to repay the 10fs; nor, 

. in faCt, was any infurance made, under-writers 

not chufing to meddle with fuch remote ob

jeCts; and it was in the hou(e of a Britifh, 

not a Canadian fubjeCl:, where the fire began •. 

We ought alfo to refleCt, that this event 

happened quick on the heels of the calamities 

of their war with us, and alfo with th.e favage 

Indians; their diftrefs for provifions; the total 

interruption of their trade, and the fufpenfion 

of their paper money; fo that upon the 

whole, they feem entitled to invoke heaven 
and earth for fome relief. 

Let not the recent accident of the Com

mitt~es fuppofing the event notorious; 

F 3 the 
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the prudent fufpenfion of the applica

tion, or any other circumftance, make us 

think the cafe has changed its nature in any 

re[pe8:: much lees ought any difference in" 

political opinions, foreign to the fubjeB:, af

fect our notions of commercial interefi, our 

humanity, or our fentiments, with regard to 

religion. Happy it is when all thefe motives 

coincide and unite their force to plead the 

cau[e of the afflicted. 

In or about the year 1740, there was a 

great fire at Charles Town, in South Caro

fina, in which the inhabitants fuffered a lofs 

of 60,0001. Parliament then thought it hu

mane and politic to grant the fum of 20,0001 

towards their relief: but things are now very 

differently circumfianccd. If I mifiake not, 

our national debt at that time did not exceed 

fixty millions; a [urn which, it is evident 

from faCt, we could well bear. But it is alfo 

evident from faas, that we cannot WELL bear 

J 40 odd millions; and if we mean to preferve 

ourfelves, we mufi leflen the burthen, not 

add to it, left the nation lhould fuffer under 

the 



the weight of debt, or the debt for the prefer

vat ion of the nation. 

Were not this the cafe, it is probable the 

fire in quefiion might be deemed an objeCt: of 

legifiative enquiry and national relief. All 

that can now be expeCted is doing. Applica

tion has been made to the Throne. The Fa

ther of his people has given a token of his 

clemency, his paternal regard and tendernefs; 

let his children follow his example, it is for 

our brethren, our new fellow fubjeCts, and I 
dare fay our re.i! friends, a laborious, vigHant 

and obedient people, comely in their perfons, 

and intrepid in their minds. Let us take up 

the objeCt: under the prefent authentic infor

mation of the reality of the faCt:, and place it in 

the mofi advantageous light: let us, as we 
generally are in the iffue of things, be humane 

and politic, and' enable thefe gentlemen who 

have given their own money, and take the 

laboring oar, to do fomething for us, wor

thy of ourfelves, and acceptable to God, and 

the Canadians. 

It 
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It is not to be conceived but that feveral of 

the fufferers are above the acceptance of cha

rity; fo that any decent remittance, worthy 

of this nation, certainly will be a great objeCt: to 

the poorer part 'of them. And, as the Cafe judi

cioufly fets forth, we may repay amply into 

the breaft of our common parent whatever 

favor we fhow thefe Canadians, by our com

merce with the very people to whofe re

eftablithment we contribute. I am,. 

Your's, 

.April 2, 1766. A SUBSCRIBER • 

New-York Coffee-Hl)ufe, 
April 10, 1766. 

W E cannot convey the fen[e 
of the poor Canadians, fuf

ferers by fire, better than by the fol
lowing letter, dated Montreal, Jan. 

24, 1766, figned by a committee ap
pointed in that city, to a gentle-

man 
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man of our committee in London.' 
Though the misfortune happened 
feven or eight months before the 
date of their letter, their PRESENT 

circumftances are not the lees pi
tiable: and it may therefore be 
hoped our fellow-fubjeCts at home, 

will not feel the lees for them, or 
think any reafonable affiftance we 
can give them, the lefs politic. 

SIR, 
I F we have been remifs in making known 

our mofl: miferable fituation, we hope it 

will be attributed to the fl:rong impreffions of 

grief the misfortune of the 18th of May lafl: 

has made on our minds, which has deprived 

us of almofl: every facuI ty but that of feeking 

{helter and fubfifiance. 

Though fome had the happinefs to find 

themfelves amongfl: their friends and relations~ 

yet others, the greater number, are fo un

happy 



happy"as to be deflitute of either; and there~ 

fore depended for immediate relief on the 

gcnerofity of a people almoft worn out by a 

fucceffion of misfortunes, particularly his Ma

jeffy's fubjeCl:s here, who, after the fatigues 

of war, were confiderably reduced by the 

treatment of the court of France in fegard to

the paper money, wruchat prefent is of l~O cer

tain value *, and the entjre ftagnation of trade, 

added to the ~ great IE>ffes occafioned by the 

Indian war., on which trade the inhabitants of 
this province depend entirely for their JUPP01"t: 

fo that our ruin is fo much the greater, unlefs 

we meet with relief, which cannot be expeCled 

in a country that has undetgone fo many 

changes ia f{) ili{)rt a time. 

We are unable to find expre1E.ons adeqllate 

to 

". 'l'h preliminaries if a lett/emtllt of the Caltad. 
lillJ with France heing at length Jigned~ thofe few 
Canadians, who have not difPofed oj' them, will 
1IOW malre a Imalt recovery; 6ut it is plain, from 
what they jay above, ar <tvell as the reafon oj'the 
t.hing, that the poorer part of them will not be tb 
bitter, having ltO foeh property. 
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to the gratitude we owe 1:hQfe gerl€roys -and 

public-fpirited gent!1emen, ~ho firfr fet OD. 

foot and opened a fubfcription for the fufferers, 

and which we earneftlyhope may ee feconded 

by the generous contributions of thofe who 

feel for the diftrdfed • 

. The indefatigable pains you have taken 

for the intereft 9f ,this province in genera}, 

the effeCl:-s of which we already begin to 

~njo}", encourages us to hQpe you will exert 

yourfelf in.Elur behalf, 011 the particular occa

£Ion of this difafter by fire, by a proper reprefen

tation to the public of the wretchedne.fs .of our 

;cafe, Wliting yourfelf with thofe benevolent 

.gentlemen who have. already interdled them

{elves in our fufferings; and, filould this be 
infufficient, .by a proper application to par

liament. In fuch cafe::, no doubt, we 1hall 

partake of the bounty, which one of his Ma

jefty'scolonies, our neighbour, not many 
years {ince e~perienced from the b.enevDlence 

()f that au.guH: affembly ... 



We the ·{ubfcribers, a committee chofen at 

.a .general meeting of alJ the inhabitants of this 

city, are, with aU due refpect, SIR, 

Your moil: obedient and 

Moil: humble fervants, 

MESIERE, 

HERUIEUX, 

ADHEMARE, 

L'ANAYE. 

Addition to the 

Major Thomas MiJJs 

S. S. 
Mrs. Camper 

- Gardner, Efq; 
D. C. 
John Roberts, Efqj 
Z.Z. 
M. P. 

JOHN WELLES, 

BEN]. FROBISHER, 

JOSEPH HOWARD, 

JONAS DE SAULLES, 

Subfcrfptions. 
£. s. d. 
10 10 0 - 0 5 3 - I I 0 

- 5 5 0 

3 3 0 

- 5 5 0 

- 3 3 0 

- 2 2 0 

Part of an .overplus of the fubfcrip

tion for the Palatine emigrants, 

(thefe being provided for) granted 

by the committee for them 100 0 C 



The KIN G's donation, as men-

tioned p. 58. 

R. M. 
T.H. 

Thomas Fowell, Efq; 

Meffrs. Adair and JackfoIl 

Mr. Samuel Johnfon 

Mr. Monfon 

Meffrs. Barnes and Harrifon 

W.S.R.P. 
S. Y. 

J. H. 
Peter Delme, Efq; 

-

£ .. J. «. 

500 0 Q 

55 0 

5 5 0 

10 10 0 

55 0 

I I 0 

I I 0 

220 

220 

220 

220 

55 0 

Meffrs. Hafenclever, Seaton, and 

Crofts 

Hon. Thomas Townfhend 

Frederick Franklin, Efq; 

Col. Schutz 

John Drummond, Efq; 
A. B. 
A perron unknown 

Charles Jennings, Efq; 

A. N. S. 
G 

20 0 0 

55 0 

220 

:1 2 0 

220 

I I 0 

o I') 6 
21 0 0 

I I 0 

Sundric! 
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£. J. ". 

Sundries by Mr. Strettell _ 52 10 0 

His Grace the Duke of Grafton 50 0 0 

Richard Stonehewer, Efq; 5 5 0 

Edward Montague, Erq; 2 2 0 

\Villiac.l Mellifh, Efq; -10 0 0 

Dr. John Campbell I I 0 

Robert Nettleton, Efg; 2-d 4- 4- 0 

Robert Salmon, Erg; 5 5 0 

A. B. o 10 6 
James Petit Andrews, Efq 2- 2. 0 

From the town of Sheffield, by 

.l\·{drrS'. WilfQn~ 73 15 9 
f;tephen Peter Godin, Erq; - 20 0 0 

R. H. Geo. Nelfon, Efq; Lord-

Mayor 

Thomas Hollis, Efq; 

P. D. 
0.f:-. Sam. Robinfon 

Four Tellers of the Exchequer, be

ing the remiffion of their fees on 

21 0 0 

55 0 

I I 0 

21 0 0 

his Majefiy's donation 15 0 0 

Mefrrs. Nafh, Eddowes, and Petree 10 10 0 

z.o. I I 0 

Nat. 
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[. 1. tI. 

Nat. Paice, Efqj 5 5 0 

J of. Paice, Efq;· 5 5 0 

William White, Efq; 2 2 0 

Mr. John Rogers I I 0 

A Lady unknown I I 0 

Michael Adolphus, Efq; z 2 0 

Francis Plummer, Efq; 5 5 0 

John Freeman, Efq; 10 10 0 

A public breakfaft at Bath 24- 8 0 

Thomas Harris, Efq; 10 10 0 

Meffrs. Fullager and Todd 10 10 0 

A. B. by Mr. Hanway I I 0 

Donation of the City of London 400 0 0 

Sundry perfons, by Mr. Strettel - 52 10 0 
I 

The Worfhipful Company of Skin-

ners 50 0 0 

The Right Hon. Lord Berkely of 

Stretton 30 0 0 

Sir George Saville, Bart. 50 0 0 

The Worfhipful Company of Sta-
tioners 

J. H. M. 

J. S. -

50 0 0 

55 0 

20 0 0 

MefTrs. 



Melfrs. Walker and Dawfon 

E.F.G. 

Randle Wilbraham, Efq; 

Edward Hooper~ Efq; 

Several Gentlemen and Ladies in and 

about Newcafile upon Tyne, by 

[. J. J. 
15 15 0 

220 

220 

220 

William Ord, Efq; 10 12 6 

The Worfllipful Company of Gold-

fmiths - 100 0 0 

The Worfhipful Company of Mer-

chant-Taylors 50 0 0 

The Worlhipful Company of Gro-

cers 50 0 0 

Zechariah Philip Fonnereau, Efq; 10 10 0 

P. Godfrey, Efq; 10 10 0 

A perron unknown, by the hands of 

P. Godfrey, Efq; 10 10 0 
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