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ADVFERTISEMENT.

r

F a geruine and autheniic narrative of

events, which may be reckoned extraordi-
nary, trough they come not up to the fandard
of adventur es, be thought equally interefling
with a fiititious ]\we[ or an improbable Ro-
mance, no apology wiil be requifite for the
prejent publication. Indeed, to apologize for
Jo ininocent and even laudable an attempt as
that to entertain the Public, by any [pecies
¢f compefition, [anflifizd as it is by cufiom,
Jborld always be thought fuperflucus; and -
though that end /bould not be attained by the
Jollowing narration, yet at leaft it inay be
interefling to profeffional men, who are con
tinually expofed to the fame difafters. Like
the draughts of rocks and quictfunds in their
charts, it may ferve to dirct then how to
avoid the danger, cr, when cnce involved in
ity how to condué themfelves through it

en
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In the relating of our tranfactions at [ea
all technical terms have been avoided as far
as poffibles yet on fome occafions they conld
not be wholly difpenfed with. The frequent
ufe of egotifm will be excufed by thofe who
confider its neceffity, from the nature of the
Jubjell.

Though in narratives of this kind there
are fometimes confiderable embellifbments and
exaggerations, et the authenticily of ithe
faéts here velated cannot fo reafonably be
called in queftion as thofe of an anomymous
produllion : for it will not appear probable
to any thinking perfon, that I fhould put my
naine to a relation ecither exceeding or fhort
of the truth, when it is ccujidered, that
there are [everal perfons living, who would
g2 veady to contradil my allzitions.

S$. W. PRENTIES.



NARRATIVE, &&.

' N the 17th of November 1480,
O I embarked on board the St
Lawrence brigantine, then lying

in the bafon of Quebec, and bound to
New York, being charged with <ifpatches
from General Haldimand, ccnimander in
chief in that province, to Sir Henry Clin-
ton. The fame day, on receiving our
failing orders, we weighed anchor, and
dropped down to the harbour called Pa-
trick’s Hole, in the 1fland of Orleans, in
company with a fchooner bound to the
fame port, on board of which was an
Enfign Drummond, of the 44th res
iment, with duplicates of General Hals
dimand’s difpatches. In this place we
were detained fix days by a contrary wind;
at the expiration of which time the froft
had fet in with prodigious feverity, and
the ice was forming faft in all parts of the
I1ver.
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river. Had the wind continued unfair for
a few days longer, we fhould have been
entirely blocked up by it, and had hap-
pily efcaped the calamities which after-
wards befel us.

On the 24th, the wind being fair, we
got under weigh, and proceeded down the
river St. Lawrence, as far as the Brandy
Pots, iflands fo called, about forty leagues
from Quebec. At this place the wind
veered about to the north-eaft, which ob-
higed us again to anchor. The weather
continued 1ntenfely cold, and the veffel
being leaky, made fo much water as to
keep one pump continually going. A.
change of wind foon after enabled us to
proceed on our voyage, and to make the
Hland of Anticofti, which is at the mouth
of the river St. Lawrence ; when the wind
coming round again to the eaftward, we
were obliged to beat off and on between
this ifland and Cape Roziere for four days,
our veflcl at the fame time increafing her
leaks to fuch a degree, that we were under
the necefiity of rigging the other pumm%,

a



[ 7 ]

and of keeping them both conftantly at
work. Being now in a higher latitude,
the feverity of the cold had increafed in
proportion, and the ice began to form {o
faft about the fhip as to alarm us exceed-
ingly, left we fhould be entirely furround-
ed by it; which we only prevented by cut-
ting and breaking vaft quantities from her
fides. To this tatk, with that of keeping
the pumps at work, the crew, together
with the paflengers, were fcarcely equal,
only nineteen perfons being on board, of
whom fix were paffengers, and the re-
mainder very indifferent feamen. As for
the mafter, from whom in the prefent
emergency we might have expected fome
degree of exertion, inftead of attending to
his duty and the prefervation of his fhip,
he remained continually in a ftate of in-
toxication in his cabin,

On the 29th the wind came round to
the north-weft, and we proceeded down
the gulf of St, Lawrence, with two feet
water in the fhip’s hold. The wind kept .
gradually increafing till the 1ft of Decem-
. ' ) ber,
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ber, when it blew a perfect gale from the
north-weft quarter, and the fhip’s crew
being now almoft overcome with cold and
fatigue, feeing no profpect of gaining
upon the leak, the water having already
increafed to four feet in the hold, nor a
poflibility of making any port, they came
to the refolution of working no longer at
the pumps; which was unanimoufly agreed
upon by all the foremaft men. They ac-
cordingly left off working, and declared
themfelves quite indifferent abour their
fate, preferring the alternative of going
to the bottom together with the veflel, to
that of fuffering fuch fevere and inceffant
labour in fo defperate a fituation. Their
fatigues, it muft be confeffed, from the
17th of November had been exceffive;,
and though hope might ftill remain, yet
our prefept circumitances were fuch as 1o
exclude all probability at leaft of faving
the veffel. However, by the force of per-
fuafion and promifes, together with the
timely diftribution of a pint of wine per
man, which I had fortunately brought on
board, they were diverted from this defpe-

rate
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rate refolution, but with great relutance,
faying, with fome truth, as we afterwards
experienced, and with more than they
themfelves were aware of, that whether
the veffel filled or not was a matter of no
confequence.  This delay, though not
exceeding a quarter of an hour, had in-
creafed the depth of water another foot;
but the men adding to their exertions,
being encouraged by the wine, which
was iffued to them every half hour, fuc-
ceeded fo far as to reduce the water in
the fpace of two hours to lefs than three
feet. The captain ftill remained in his
cabin.

During the 2d and 3d of December
the gale jeemed to increafe rather than d:-
Aminith. The ice formed fo thick on the
fhip’s fides, as to impede her way very
much through the water, which furnithed
us with a new labour, that of cutting it
off, as faft as it formed, with faws and
axes. The leak continued to gain ground.
The {chooner that was in company, far
from being able to afford us any -affilt-
, B ance,
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ance, was as leaky as ourfelves, havit@
ftruck upon fome rocks -at the ifiand of -
Coudres, through the ignorance or neg-
let of her pilot. A heavy fnow falling
it was with the utmoft difficulty we could
get fight of each other, though at no
great diltance, and in order not to part
company, fired a gun every halt hour.
The fchooner at length made no anfwer
to ourguns, whence we concluded fhe had
foundered ; nor were we wrong in our
fuppofition. There were fixteen perfons
on board, every one of whom perifhed.

On the fourth the gale increafed pro-
digioufly, and the fea began to run high,
with a heavy tall of fnow, fo as to prevent
our feeing twenty.yards a head of the
veflel. 'The men being exceflively fa-
tigued, the water had rifen to its ufual
quantity of between four and five feet:
The mate, whom I have not yet taken
notice of, and who was an intelligent
clever fellow, and well acquainted with
his profeflion, judged, from the diftance
we had run, that we could not now be

far




rcricve. .
than a clatter oo racks, hme appra
above, and ooy hididen L"Yhi«;l' the water,
and havédsecn ra oy nany venels, Sea-
men with oo 1 s Goemoin dine
weather, as they lerie 10 L 2 new de-
parture from; Uuoin ioegy oF b’u,.\\.'ii %
weather thicy as ffoaeniny avonrd thon,
We tound the mare’s contecture bur 16O
well founded s ror nlcls than two hours
we heard the fea breaking upon the rodiss,
and foon uftor dncovered the P rm]tm
illand, whichis called the Doadman, cloie
under our lee, the point of wlach it war
with the greateft ditheutty thar we we-
thered. lmvnw happx]x clearcd the main
ifland, we were il fur trom thiniiing ours
felves fecure, tor being unable, en account
of the heavy fall or fnow, t fee man,
yards a head of the veflel, and bang
in the mudit of the tmall iliads, dhore op-
peared very little probability that we thould
pafs clear of them all in the fume man-
ner.  Not being able to diftingurh any

B 2 CNe
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one intime to avoid it, we were obliged
to leave the veffel to the direction of Pro-
vidence, and fortunately, 1 might fay al-
moft miraculoufly, run through them all
without damage. The anxiety and per-
turbation of mind that the crew and paf-
fengers were in, while in the midft of thefe
rocks, may be eafily conceived ; and now
that the danger was over, it turned out to
be a fortunate occurrence for us. For,
by this time, the failors being ready to
fink under the accumulated diftrefles of
cold and fatigue, and deprefled by the
little hopes they had of faving the veflel,
bad nearly determined a fecond time to
quit the pumps, and leave the veflel to
her fate, when acquiring freth {pirits from
the danger we had efcaped, and, as the
vulgar are generally inclined to fuperi’u-
tlon, attributing what was perhaps acci-
"dent alone to the immediate interpofition
"of Providence, they agreed to continue
their efforts a little longer; towards which
they were likewife not a little encouraged
by the wine which 1 diftributed to them
“occafionally.

¢
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During the night the gale continuing,
and the {ea running very high, we were
apprehenfive of being what feamen
call pooped; which happened in falt as
we apprechended: for about five in the
morning of the sth, we thipped a fea
abaft, which ftove in our dead lights, filled
the cabin, and wafhed the mafter out of
his bed, where he had remained ever fince
the commencement of the gale. This
accident we found attended with worfe
confequences than we at firft imagined
for we foon difcovered, from the increafe
of the leaks, that the ftern-poft was ftarted
J-by the impulfe of the fea. Having no-
thing in the after-hold, we had no other
refource but that of attempting to ftop the
leaks abaft with fome pieces of beef, which
we cut fmall for that purpofe. But this
expedient we foon found ineffectual, and
the water continued to gain on us fafter
than ever. The failors finding all their
labours fruitlefs, and that the leak, which
was conftantly increafing before, was now
rendered by our late; misfortune entirely
irreparable, abandoned themfelves totally

_ to
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to defpair, and again ‘refufed to work at
the pumps any longer. They had not
however long remained inactive before we
contrived once more to perfuade them to
make another effort to clear the vefiel,
but, to our great furprize and confterna-
tion, we found the pumps fo hard frozen.
that it was impofiible to move them.

All endeavours now to prevent the thip
from filling were vain, fo that in a very
fhort time fhe was entirely full of water.
Having no longer, as we imagined, the
{malleft foundation for hope, we refigned
ourfelves with as muchfortitude as poffible
-to our fate, which we expected every mo-
ment to be that of going to the bottom.
Notwithftanding, when the veffel was
quite full, we obferved fhe was very little
deeper in the water than before, and then
recolletting a circumitance, which the
trouble and confufion we had been in had
“almoft obliterated, namely, that we had a
quantity of lumber on board, we imme-
diately accounted for the phenomenon of
her not {inking beyond a certain depth in
the water, and began to recal hopes of*

faving
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faving ourfelves at leaft, if we could but
prevent her from overfetting (whlch veflels
are apt to do when full of water) till we
could make the ifland of St. John’s, or
fome other ifland in the gulph. Having
no guns on deck, and not much lumber,
to render the thip top-heavy, we contrived
to prevent her from overfetting by keep-
ing her directly before the wmd though
not without fome difficulty, as from the
little way fhe made through the water,
the waves frequently wafthed clear over
the decks. Befides taking care t keep
the veflel fteady, we took every precau-
tion to fecure our-boat from being wathed
overboard, the lofs of which would in our
prefent circumftances be a terrible mif-
tortune. We had little or no water in the
cabin, by its being raifed above the level
of the main deck ; this afforded us fome
thelter from the feverlty of the weather,
finding it unneceflary to have any more
than one man upon deck, to govern the
helm, and keep the fhip. dxre&ly before
the wind, who was faftened by a rope to
prevent his being carried away by the

waves,
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-waves, which at times made a free paffage '
over us.

The oale ftill continued without re-
miflion, thc fnow falling fo thick at the
fame time as to prevent our 1ecmg to the
mait-head. We knew from the diftance
we had run that we could not be far from
land. The captain imagined from our
courie, during the night, and fince we fill-
ed in the morning, t hat we muit be near
the .ifland of St. Johw’s, which lies be-
tween the Magdalen iflands and the gut of
Canfo. This zave us hopes of faving our
lives, in cafe we could run athore on {fome
fandy part of it, till they were deftroyed
by the further information we had from
the captain, that the north-eaft fice of the
ifland was nothing but a continued reef
of rocks from one end to the other, and
that there was but one harbour wherc
hips could put in, which he recolleéted
was on the oppofite fide of the ifland.
In a few hours after we obferved the
Waves grow fhorter and break higher,
which 1s always found to be the cafe on

ap- -
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approaching the fhore, and- likewifc a
number of gulls and ducks flying about,
a further fign we could not be far diftant

from 1t.

We now concluded that we were about
to run upon the rocks, which, the captain
informed us, fkirted the north-eaft fide of
the ifland, and on approaching the land
laboured under greater dread and appre-
henfion, than amidft all the dangers we
had befor= experienced, the idea ot being
dafthed upon thofe tremendous rocks be-
ing more terrible than that of being bu-
ried, as our companions were, 1n the bo-
fom of the ocean. The fhip had fhill
confiderable way through the water, tho’
fully and with no other {ail fet but a clofe-
reefed fore-top-fal, the only one we could
~ difplay, which had hitherto ftood the gale,

being new and of the ftrongeft canvas,
The captain propofed brmgmg the thip
to, to keep her off’ the land, which I op-
pofed, as well as the mate, as it amount-
ed almoft to a certainty that we fhould

overfet her in the am:*mpt and befides,
C fhorl:
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thould we be able to effet 1t, the muft
after all drive athore from the violence of
the wind, being unable to fet any more
fail to bear up againft it. Our opinion,
however, was rejected, and an attempt
was made to brace about the fore yard,
but it was found impracticable, the ropes
and blocks being covered with ice. We
were therefore obliged to let it remain as
before, and the water having fuddenly
changed its colour, we expected the fhip
to firikke every inftant. Smail as our ex-
pectations were of faving our lives, 1
thought it incumbent on me to take every
precaution to fave the difpatches I was
charged with, and therefore ordered my
fervant to open my trunks, and collet
all the letters they contained, which I put
into a handkerchief, and tied it about my
wailt. e at the fame tume offered me
fome money, to the amount of one hun-
dred and eighty guineas, which I defired
him to difpoie of as he thought proper,
thinking it in the prefent €émergency ra-
ther an incumbrance than a martter wor-
thy of prefervation. My fervant, how-

' ever,
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ever, thought otherwife, and took care to
put the money up as carefully as his maf-
ter did the difpatches; which of the two
turned out to be the moft uleful, the
event will prove.

The weather continued thick as ufual
till about one o’clock, when fuddenly
clearing up, we difcovered the land a head,
diftant about three leagues. This fight

ave us no imall fausfaltion, raking it at
firft to be the ifland of St. John’s, which
being inhabited by feveral French and En-
ghfh families, we might have expected
‘fome affiftance from them, but on a nearer
view found from the plans we had o
board, that it had not the leaft appearance
of that ifland, there being no fuch moun-
-tains and precipices laid down, as we
difcovered. On drawing nigher we ob-
ferved the fea break high, and have a very
difimal appearance about three miles from
the land. As it was neceflary for us to
pafs through thofe breakers ere we could
gain the fhere, we expected that our fate
would be determined there; but contrary
C 2 to
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to our expeétations we found plenty of
water, fo that we went over the reef with-
out ftriking, though not without fhipping
many heavy feas, which had not the veflel’s
timbers been ftrong, and her loading light,
muft infallibly have dafhed her to pieces.
The land now began to have a very dread-
ful appearance, fceming at the diftance
we were off to be high and rocky; buton
approaching within a mile of it, we had
the pleafure of defcrying a fine fandy beach
and a bold fhore: the {ea ran high, but
not to fuch a degree as ¢n the reef we
had already paffed. As we came nigh the
land, the water continued to have a depth
beyond our moft fanguine withes, fo as
to allow us to come within fifty or fixty
yards of the fhore betore we ftruck, Now
was the time for every man’s apprehen-
fions to be alive, as we might expe&t on
touching the fhore that the thip would go
to pieces.  On the firft ftroke the main-
maft went out of the ftep, and on the fe-
cond the fore-maft, but neither of them
went over-board, the deal boards in the
hold being ftowed fo clofe together that
| the
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the mafts had no room to play below; at
the fame time the rudder was unfhipped
with fuch violence as to be near killing
one of the failors. As foon as the thip
had grounded, the fea began to beat over
her in every part, each wave lifting her
four or five feet nearer the fhore. In a
thort {pace of time the ftern was beat in
by the fea; and then, having no fhelter
in the cabin, we were obliged to go upon
deck, and hang by the fhiouds, left we
fhould be wafhed overbcurd. In this
aukward fituation we remained till the
vellel was beat fo high by the waves that
we could venture to walk upon the decks.
We now perceived that the thip’s keel was
broken, which we imagined would occa-
fion her to go to picces; this however did
not happen for the prefent, which I can
only attribute to the boards in the hold
being fo interwoven with each other, and
frozen together by the ice, as to give a
degree of folidity to the vefel,

‘Our firft care now was to get out the
boat, which- was not to be accomplifhed.
* . with~ .
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without difficulty, on ‘account of the
quantity of ice that was in and about it,
our numbers being likewife reduced by
the intoxication of feveral of the crew,
who had thought that the moft effectual
method of getting rid of the apprehenfions
they laboured under. Our veflel had,
from the violence of the waves dathing
againft her, broached to, with her broad-
fide to the wind, fo that fhe afferded
fome fhelter for the boat to the leeward.
Having with mueh labour cleared the
boat of ice, and prepared her for launch-
ing, ¥ ordered fome liquor to be diftri-
buted to thofe who Rad not yet tafted of
any, and then afked, if any were willing
10 embark with me in the boat, and
make the attempt to gain the fhore. The
fea running fo high, that it appeared
fcarcely poffible that the boat ceuld live
in it for a minute, very few were willing
to make an experiment fo full of rifk ; fo

that all who offered themfelves were the
 mate and two failors, together with my
fervant, anda boy who was a paflenger
on board. W hat gave us the greateft en-
o barrafiment
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barraffment in this undertaking was the
{urf which broke over yg, every moment,
and the intenfenefs of the cold, which
froze every drop of water immediately, fo
as to cover our cloaths with a theet of
ice. - At length we got the boat into the
water, and having put an axe and a faw
into it, I jumped in, followed by my fer-
vant and the mate. The boy, in attempt-
ing to jump into the boat, had the mif-
fortune to fall into the water ; and though
I contrived to drag him into the boar;
yet this accident was in the iffue, by the
chill it gave Him, of fatal confequence to
the unfortunate lad. The two failors,
who had agreed to go with us, next
jumped into the bLoat, and all the reft
feemed ready, notwithftanding their for-
mer helitation, to follow the example,
when I found it neceffary to thove her off
from the fhip’s fide ; for, being very fmall,
fhe certainly would have funk had fo
many perfons crowded in together. The
thip was lying about forty yards from the
fhore ; but before we got half-way to' it,
were overtaken by a wave that alg;lof;
e
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filled the boat, and the next drove us on
the dry fand.

“To find ourfelves once more fafe upon
the land gave us no {mall fatlsfac'hon,
though in To deftitute a ftates the ] joy at
?xavmo efcaped thofe dangers which fo
long had been the chief objects of our
dread made us for a few moments forget
that we were fnatched from them merely
to be expoled to others more inevitable,
that we had efcaped one fpecies of death,
probably to undergo another more linger-
ing and painful, “What moft affected us
was the diftrefs of our compantons whom
we had leit on board, whote lamentations
and cries for help we could hear very di-
ftinctly. But alas! what help could we
give them ?  Our boat being beat high
upon the fand could now be of no ule,
‘neither to us nor to them, while the fea
‘was running to {uch a degree, that it was
not in the power of ‘man to aﬂord them
~‘any afliftance.

| The
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~ The .night was now approaching, and
we had not long remained in this ficuation
ere we found ourfelves getting ftff with
cold ; and the gale continuing as fevere as
ever, we were obliged to wade with ex-
treme difficulty, up to our wailts in fnow,
to the fhelter of a thick wood about two
hundred and “fifty yards from the beach,
This furmihed - fome relief from the
piercing North-weft wind ; yet a fire was
ftill wanting to warm our frozen limbs,
and we had not wherewithal to kindle
one. We had indeed taken the precau-
tion to put .a tinder-box in the boat, but
the water had rendered it totally ufelefs.
Freezing as we ftood, there was nothing
to be done, but to keep the blood in mo-
tion by exercife; and I had enough to do
in perfuading the men to move about,
being better acjuainted with (he nature
of cold climates, and that of froft, than
any of my companions. My advice
was ftri@tly adhered to for about half an
hour, when the young paffenger, whom I
have already mentioned, being overcome

'with the feverity of the weather, threw
D. " himfelf
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Himfelf down, in order to fleep; for ex-
treme cold always occafions a fleepy fen-
fation that is not eafily to be refifted. 1
ufed my utmoft endeavours both by per-
{uafion and force to roufe him, and make
him ftand on his legs, but all to no pur-
pofe; foI was obliged to let him remain:
there, After walking about for half an:
hour longer, during which time I felt the
ftrongeft inclination myfelf to lie down
and ieep, but knew the fatal confequences
of attempting 1, I went to the place
where the boy lay, and putting my hand
on his face, and finding it quite cold, I ob-
ferved to the mate, who was clofe by,
that I believed he was dead. To which
the lad anfwered immediately, that he was
not yet dead, but would be fo very fhortly,
and rdquefted I would write a letter, if 1
furvived, to his father at New York. In
about ten minutes we found that he had
expired, and, as I imagined, without any
pain whatever, but at lealt without any
that was violent. Thefe trivial matters
would be unworthy of notice, but as they
ferve to thew the effetts of intenft cold on

the
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the human body, and to prove that freeg-
ing to death is not always attended with
do much pain as is commonly {uppofed.

The death of the boy:could not deter
the reft of my fellow-fufferers from giving
-way to this drowfy fenlation; and three
.of them lay down in fpite of my repeated
-exhortations to the contrary. Finding it
impoffible to keep them on their legs, 1
broke a branch, and defiring the mete to
do the fame, our employment during the
remainder of the night was to prevent
.them from fleeping, by beating them con-
tinually with the branches. The fo much
wifhed for daylight at length appeared,
when I defired .the men to pull down
their ftockings, and-let. me examine their
legs, as they complained of having very
littde feeling in them. Asfoon as I caft
my eyes on them, 1 perceived very clearly
that they were frozen at leaft half way up,
and defired they would immediately rub
them with fnow, which they did for a con-
fiderable time, but to little purpofe ; for

2
-
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it was impoffible to reftore them«to any
feeling.

I then went with the mate to the fea
‘fhore, to fee if we could difcover any
traces of the thip, and our companions
whom we had left on board, and to our
great furprize and fatisfaction found fhe
had not yet gone to pieces, though the
wind continued with unabated feverity.
My firft ftudy now was how to get them
athore, our own fafety as well as theirs
depending on it. 1 was almoft ftiff with
cold, but found feeling in every part, and
was therefore certain I could not be frozen,
The veflfel had by this time beat much
nigher the fhore, and the diftance was but
very fmall at low water. It being high
water when we arrived on the beach, we
waited till the tide was out, and then de-
firing the people on board to throw us a
rope, having firft faftened it to the gib-
boom, they contrived to {wing themfelves
-by means of it within a few yards of the
fhore, and waiting the mation of the fea
as it broke, they all got fafe on the land

except
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except a carpenter, who was a paffenger
in the veffe]l. He did not think proper
to venture in this mianner, or was unable,
having the night before made rather too
free with the bottle. We were huppy
however to get fo many of them on fhore,
every one of whom, a few hours betore,
we concluded muft have perifhed.

The captain had fortunately, previous
to coming on fhore, put fome materials
for ftriking a fire in his pocket, which
we did with all pofiible expedition, and
were happy for fome time in hovering
about 1it, and warming our benumbed
limbs confidering the extreme cold we
had endured for fuch a length of time, no
luxury could be equal to that of the fire
but this gratification was, like many others,
to feveral of my companions followed by
" the moft excruciating pain, as foon as
their frozen parts began to thaw. Seve-
ral of thofe who had remained all night
in the veffel, as well as thofe who came
athore with me in the boat, had been

frozen in different paris of their mem-
- bers -
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bers 3 the diftrefs that was now painted
in the faces of thefe unfortunate men,
from the tortures they underwent, was be-
yond expreffion: this I knew would be
the cafe before I heard them complain,
but did not think it neceflary to give
them any inumation of it. '

When we came to examine into our
numbers, Tobferved that a Capt. Green, a
paflfenger, was miffing, and was informed
that he had fallen afleep on board the
veflel, and had been frozen to death. We
were rather uneafy about the man whe
had remained on board, but had fome
hopes of faving his life, in cafe the veflel
did not go to pieces, at the return of
low water: but it being too difficult to
andertake in the night, we were under the
neceflity of waiting till the following day.
This night we paffed a little better thaa -
the laft; yet notwithftanding we had a
.good fire, we found extreme inconvenience
trom the total want of covering, as wells
as from hunger, a new mifery, thar we
‘had hitherto been unacquainted with. Be-

fides
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fides which, the greatelt part of our num-
ber were in the mo{‘c wretched ftate ima-
ginable from the fores occafioned by the
frof’c

 Fhe next morning, as many of us as
were able went to the beach to contrive
fome means to extricate the carpenter,
whofe voice we heard on board the vefiel.
The fea ftill running with the fame vio-
lence as before, we could not put out the
boat to his affiftance, and were therefore
obliged to wait the return of low water,
when we perfuaded him to come on thore
in the fame manner as the others had
~done; but this he accomplithed with
much .difficulty, being very weak and
frozen in different parts of his limbs. We
ftill remained without any kind of pro-
wifions, and began to be reduced in
ih:ength for want of nourifhment.
f.
The 7t.h and 8th the gale continued as
. boifterous as ever, and in the night be-
tween the 8th and gth of December the
fhip went to pieces from the ftern to the
. main-
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main-maft, from the extreme violence
with which the fea broke againft her: by
this part of her going to pieces, - we ob-
tained fome provifions which wafthed on
thore, viz. fome pieces of falt beef, like-
wife fome frefh meat that hung over the
ftern, and a quantity of onions that the
captain had on board for fale.  This re-
lief was very feafonable, it being now the
fourth day fince we had eat any kind of
of provifion whatever. Having no uten-
fils we drefled our meat in the beft man-
ner we could, and made what we thought
a moft delicious repaft. The fenfe of
hunger being afluaged, we fet to work in
collecting all the provifion we could find
fcattered upon the beach, being appre-
henfive that we fhould not foon get a
fupply from any other quarter. This
done, our next care was to get ourfelves-
under cover, and form fome kind of
fhelter from the piercing blaft. This
tafk’ was not an eafy one, fo many
of our company being unable to move,
and of the remainder none but the mate
s2d mylelf were capable of any active,
. exertion,
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exertion, being all more or lefs bitten by
the froft; our number being-reduced to
feventeen, by the lofs of two perfons, as
already mentioned. A quantity of deals
“had floated on fhore from the wreck, of
which we carried about two hundred and
fifty into the wood, and by ten at night
completed a kind of houfe, about twen-
ty feet long and ten wide; which was
conftructed in the following manner. We
cut two poles of the above-mentioned
length, and, having no nails, lathed them
at a proper height on the outfide of two
trees, at the fame diftance (of 20 feet)
from each other: the interval between
the poles, which was equal to the breadth
of the trees, ferved for the fmoke of vur
fire to go through, the fire itfelf being
laid in an oblong pofition, extending it-
Jelf nearly the whole length of the houfe.
Againft thefe crofs poles we placed boards
with a flope of about 60 degrees to-
wards the ground, which conftituted the
two principal fides. The two other fides
were compofed of boards placed perpen-
dicular, the trunks of the trees being

E taken
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taken in, and forming part of éach fider
on one of thefe fides, that looked towards
the fouth-eaft, we left a vacancy for the
entrance. This bufinefs being over, we
examined the quantity of provifions we
had colleted, and had the fatistaction to
find that we had in ftore between two and
three hundred pounds of falt beef, and a
confiderable ftock of onions. As to bread,
we had none; for, when the veflfel went
to pieces, the cafks ftove and the bread of
courfe was loft. (Economy and good-
management were now highly neceffary to
make our little ftock laft as long as pof-
fible, it being quite uncertain when we
could get any relief, and, in confequence,
it was determined, that each man, whe-
ther fick or well, fthould be confined to a
quarter of a pound of beef and four oni-
ons per day, as long as the latter fhould
laft. This wretched allowance, but juft
enough to keep a man from ftarving, was
the utmoft we thought it prudent to afe
ford, left we fhould be in an uninhabited
country; for as yet we were rather uncet-
tain on what coaft we were caft away 3
thougth
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though afterwards on comparing -circam-
ftances we concluded it muft be on the
ifland of ‘Cape Breton.
On the. 11th of December the gale
abated, and gave us an opportunity to
faunch out boat, and get on board the
remainder of the wreck. Three of us
accordingly weat on board, having with
much labour Jlaunched the boat, and
.cleared her of the fand and ice. As foon
-as we got on board the wreck, we went to
werk at opening the hatches, and having
but one axe, and the cables being frozen
-over them in a folid lump of ice, it took
the whale day to accomphfh it. The
12th, the weather being fiill moderate,
we went 2gain on board, and having
cleared away the remainder of the cable,
and cut away part of the deck, in order
to make room ro get out two cafks of
onions, with a fmall barrel of beef, con-
taining about ope hundred and twenty
pounds, and three barrels of apples, {hip-
“ped by a Jewifh merchant of Quebec. We
likewife got a quarter-cafk of potataes, a
bortle of oil, which proved very fervice-
_ E 2 "able
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able to the men’s fores, another axe, a
large iron pot, two camp kettles, and
about twelve pounds of tallow candles.
With much difficulty we ¢ot this great
fupply on fhore, which give no finall
comfort to our miferable fellow fufferers.
*On the 13th we made it our bufinefs to
get our provifions ftowed away in a corner
of the hut, when, on opening the apple
calks, found their contents, to our great
furprize, converted into bottles of Cana-
dian balfam, a more valuable commodity
to be fure than apples, but what we could
gladly have exchanged in our prefent fitu-
ation for fomething more fricndly to the
ftomach than to the conftitution. T his
_difappointment, as may be fuppofed, ex-
torted a few hearty good withes towards
the Jew; yet we tound afterwards fome
ufe for his Canadian balfam, though, 1
believe, fomewhat different from what he
intended it fhould be applied to.

‘The confiderable fupply we got from
on board the wreck enabled us “the next
day to add four onions to our daily allow-

ance.
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ance. - 'We went on board once more on
‘the 14th, and cut as much of the fails as
poflible from the bowfprit, with part of
which we covered our hut, and made it
tolerably warm and comfortable, notwith-
ftanding the feverity of the weather. By
this ume the fores of the men who had
been froft bitten began to mortify, and
caufed their roes, fingers, and other parts
of the limbs affected, to rot off, their an-
guifh being at the fame time almoft into-
Jerable. The carpenter, who came on
fhore after the others, had loft the greatelt
ﬁart of his fret, and on the 14th at night
ecame delirious, in which unhappy ftaie
“he continued, till death releafed him the
following day from his miferable -ex-
itence.- We covered him with fnow and
branches of trees, having neither {pade
nor pick-axe to dig a grave for him, nor
would it have been poffible, if we had
been provided with them, the ground be-
ing in thofe climates fo hard frozen during
the winter as to be almoft impenctrable.
On the 17th our fecond mate expired in
the fame manner, having been celirious
for
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for fome hours before he went off, We
felt but very little concern at the death of
our companions either on their account
orourbwn: for, in the firlt place, we con-
fidered it rather a happinefs than a misfor-
tune to be deprived of life in our prefent
wretched fitvation, and, n the fecond,
becaufe there became the fewer mouths to
confume our little ftock of provifions:
indeed, had not fome paid the debt of
nature, we thould in the end have been
reduced to the fhocking neceflity of killing
and devouring one another. Though not
yet reduced to this neceflity, our condition
was {o thorougly miferable, thatit feemed
fcarcely poffible for any new diftrefs to
make a fenfible addition to it. Befides
the profpect of perithing through want in
that defolate place, the pain arifing from
a perpewual fenfe of hunger and cold,
having no covering but the cloaths upon
‘eur backs, the agony that the greateft
part were in from the fores occalioned
by the froft was beyond expreflion, whilg
thelr groans were almoft equally diftreffing
10 the remainder—but what afected me |
‘ more
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#ote than all our other miferies, was the
qmnt.wy of vermin, proceeding from the
men’s fores, and contmually increafing,

which infefted us in every part, and ren-
dered us difgufting even to ourfelves.
Several; however, who had been but
flightly frozen, recovered in a fhort time,
with the lofs of a few toes and fingers;
no one having entirely efcaped the Froft
but ‘myfelf. On the zoth another failor
died, after having been, like the others,
fom-e time iR a delirium, and was buried,,
- or rather covered, in the fame manner.
Our number was now reduced to fourteen
perfons 5 yer we did not think it expe-
dient to increafe the allowance of provi-
fions, but ftill kept it at the rate origir
nally fixed on, of a quarter of a pound
of beef per diem.

The mate and I had frequently gone
out together, fince we were fhipwrecked,
in order to difcover any traces of inhabi-
. tants ; bug hitherto without fuccefs.. On
the 24th of December we walked about

10.0r 12 miles up a fine river, on theice,
where
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where we obferved many tracks of moofe
deer and other animals, fome of which we
might have killed, had we been fo fortu-
nate as to be provided with arms$ and am-
munition. In our progrefs up the river
we difcovered feveral trees cut on one
fide, as we imagined, by an axe, which
gave us reafon to think there might be
Indians near at hand. On going up to
the place we could plainly perceive, that
there had been fome there lately, by their
wig-wam, which ftill remained with fome
frefh bark about it. We likewife found
the {kin of a moofe-deer hanging acrofs a
pole. We travelled a good way further,
in bopes of making fome more difcoveries
of this nature; but to no purpofe. It
gave us neverthelefs fome fatisfaction to
find, that we were in a place where in-
habitants had been lately, as it was pro-
bable they might again return there.” In
cafe this fhould-happen, I cut a long pole
and fiuck 1t in the ice upon the river;
then with my knife, which I always took
care to prelerve, as it was the only one
among(t us, cut a piece of bark-from a

birch
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birch tree, and forming it into the thape
of a hand, with the fore finger cxtcnded
and pointing towards our hut, fixed it on
the top of the pole, and took away the
moofe {kin, in order that they might per-
ceive that fome perfons had been on the
fpot fince they left it, and the route they
‘had taken in. their return. We then pur-
{ued the way to.our habitation, and com-
municated this agreeable information to
our companions, who were not yet able
to move about: trifling as the hopes were
which we could in reafon derive from this
difcovery, yet jt gave them confiderable
fatisfa@ion, Twenty days being elapfed
fince our fhipwreck, and our provxﬁons
“bejng very much reduced, I began to
entertain a {ufpicion, that therc was fome
foul play during my abfence at different
‘times from the hut in fearch of inhabi-
tants, -1 was therefore determined to find
out the truth, if poﬂible, by keeping a
conftant watch at night; by which means
I at length difcovered, that the depreda-
tors were no gther than the captain and
two - failors, whohad, confumed no lefs

- - - F~ ~ than
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than feventy pounds, befides a quantity
‘of onions, in fo thort a fpace of time. To
prevent fuch unfair practices for the fu-
ture, the mate and I never went out to-
gether, one of us conftantly remaining in
the hut,

We continued in a ftate of fufpenfe from
‘our laft difcovery for fome days, when
giving up at length all hopes of feeing
~any Indians or inhabitants 1n this place,
having provifions only for fix weeks
‘longer, and a few of our men, together
with the captain, being recovered, I pro-
pofed leaving our habitation, with as
'many as could work in the boat, in fearch
of inhabitants. This propofal was una-
- nimoulfly affented toj but when we came
to think how it was to be put in execution,
a new difficulty ftarted itfelf, namely, that
 of repairing the boat, which had been beat
~in fuch a manner by the fea upon the
beach, that every feam was open. We
firlt attempted ' to ftop- them with dry
oakum, but foon found that it would not
anfwer the intended purpofe, and having

faved
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faved no pitch from on board the wreck
we began to defpair of the poffibility of
repairing them. I, at length, thought of
a fcheme for making a kind of fucgeda:
neum for pitch of the Canadian  balfam,
which, as 1 before mentioned, had been
fhipped for apples, and had been by us
brought on fhore under that deception.
We accordingly went to work in making
the experiment, and boiled a quantity of
it in the iron kettle we had faved, which
frequently taking off the fire, that the
ftuff might cool, we foon brought it to 2
proper confiftence. Having. got ready a
-{ufficient quantity of it, we turned up the
boat, and having cleaned her" bottom,
gave her a coat of the balfam, which ef-
tectually ftopped up all crevices for the
prefent.  This done, we got a fmall fail
-rigged to a maft, which fhipped and un-
fhipped occafionally; and then pitched
upon the perfons who were to go‘with me
i the boat, ’

By the 1t of January, with much dif-
ficulty and fatigue, we got our boat in
. - F 2 tolerable
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tolerable condition, fo that fhe could
fwim without making much water, like-
wife our maft and fail rigged, in cafe we
fhould happen to get a fair wind, which
we could not often éxpet on this coaft
at the prefent feafon of the year; for,
during the winter months, it blows almoft
conftantly from weft to north-weft, which
is immediately on the land: we could not
expect therefore to have much occafion
for our fail; neverthelefs it might fome-
times be ferviceable, and afford {fome re-
lief to the rowers. We had agreed to
take fix in the boar, viz. the captain and
mate, two failors, myfelf and fervant: of
the others none were fo far recovered as
to. be judged equal to the fatigues we
might expect in this expedition. Our
fhoes being all nearly worn out, my em-
ployment, during the whole of the next
day, was to make a kind of mowkifins, or
Indian fhoes, of canvas. My needle was
nothing more than the handle of a pewter
{poon, which I had fafhioned as well as I
could for the purpofe, fewing them with
a thread of the fame ftuff, As foon as I

had
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had made twelve pair, which was two tor
each man in our party, we divided the
provifions that remained ‘into fourteen
equal parts, which amounted only to a
quarter of a pound of beef per day for
fix weeks; thofe, who were to remain
behind, fharing as much as we who
were to go in the boat, notwithftanding
the hardfhips we were in all probability
to undergo. Every neceflary prelimi-
nary being fettled, we propofed fetting
off from this place the ncxt day ; but the
wind blowing freth at north-weft, we were
obliged to remain where we were till the
4th, By this time the ice, floating in
prodigious quantities on the coaft, and n
fome places forming, and blocking up the
bays, rendered our undertaking extremely
hazardous; yet we thought it more ad-
vifeable to run any danger, and to en-
counter any hardfthip, than to remain 1n
our prefent fituation with a certainty of
Tarving,

. In the afternoon of the 4th, the wind
‘moderating, we got our provifions, and
what.
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whatever little matters might be of fervice
to us, into the boat; and, having taken
leave of our companions, fet oft on our
expedition. Having got about eight miles
from the place of our fhipwreck, the wind
began to increafe and blow very hard at
fouth-eaft, which was immediately off the
fhore. The boat, as well as the oars,
being none of the beft, we were on the
point of being blown out to fea, but by
dint of rowing made fhift to get into 3
deep bay about a mile a head, where we
thought we might pafs the night with
fafety. Having got every thing on fhore,
we hauled our boat up as high as our
ftrength would admit, fo as to prevent
the {ea from doing her any more damage.
This done, we fet to work in lighting
our fire, and cutting .our wood for the
night: we likewife cut fome pine branches,
the imaller of which ferved us ta lie on,
.and the larger, in the form of a wigwam,

to fhelter us from the inclemency of the
weather. |

The
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- The place we had landed on was a fine
fandy beach, with little or no fnow on it.
Having obferved fome f{mall pieces of
wood caft on fhore by the tide, that had
formerly been cut with an axe, and a
number of long poles icattered along the
edge of the bank, which had likewife
been cut in the fame manner, I thought
it likely there might be fome inhabitants
near at hand, and propofed, as foon as
we had taken a little refrefhment, to go
along the beach to a high point of land
at about two miles diftance, which was
clear of wood, and appeared to be culti-
vated, thinking from thence we might
make fome ufeful difcoveries. Taccordingly
fet out foon after with two of the men,
and, before we had proceeded a mile, faw
the remains of a fhallop, or Newfound-
land fithing boat, almoft covered with
fand, which feemed to have been fet on
fire. This gave us hopes of difcovering
fomething elfe to our fatisfattion, and we
proceeded as faft as we could to the point
of lapd. Having gained the top of it
we defcried, to our inexprefiible joy, a few
| houfes
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houfes about half a mile diftant, towards
which we direéted our courfe, having no
doubt but that we thould now meet with
fome relief ; but on coming up to them
found they were only the remains ot fome
oid ftore-houfes, which had been built
there for the curing of cod fith, and to
all appearance had “been abandoned foms
years before.

This was a mortifying difappointment
to us. We determined however to make
the moft of our difcovery, and.obferving
a number of old cafks lying about in dif.
ferent parts, we fearched them, as well
‘as the houfes, very minutely, in hopes of
finding fome provifions ; but to no pur-
pofe. As we walked along the point, we
gathered about a (uart of cranberries,
fome of which we eat, preferving the re-
mainder for our_companions. Having
reconnoitred every part of this point,
without any further fuccefs, we returncd
to our boat, and communicating the dif+
coverigs we made to our compamons,
gave them thcxr fhare of the berries w;

ha
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had gathered. Even thefe difcoveries gave
them much fatisfaction, as they tended to
confirm oyr hopes of finding fome inha-
bitanis in the courfe of our voyage along
the coaft. |
- In the mean time, the wind came round
to the north-weft, and blew with fuch
violence as to prevent us from proceeding
on our voyage. It continued the. fame
from the 5th to the 7th, when, happen-
ing to get up in the middle of the night,
I was aftonithed on obferving while the
wind continued blowing as hard as ever,
that the fea was entirely without agita-
tion. I immediately awoke the mate, to
inform him of thi$ extraordinary phno-
" menon, and going down to the beach to-

ether to know the caufe, we found the
fea entirely covered with ice, nothing but
a large fheet of it being to be feen for
leagues around, This was an alarming
circumftance, as it feemed to preclude all
poflibility of proceeding any fi:rther, and *.
might give us caufe even to regret having

left our habitation : fos, though we were
: : N G’ {0«
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fo near, it was impoffible to returti by
land, befides other impediments, on ac-
count of the depth- of fnow, which was
impaffable unlefs with fnow-fhoes.

. The wind continued to blow from the
fame quarter for two days longer, and at
length, on the gth, it became perfectly
calm. Next morning the wind came
round to the fouth-eaft, - which was dt
rectly off the land, and 'in a fhort time
blew extremely hard, fo that by four
o’clock in the afternoon, there was not a
piéce of ice to be feen along the coaft,
the whole of it being blown out to fea.
This was a very pleafing fight to us, as it
gave us aprofpect of being extricated from
our prefent dreary fituation. However,
the violence of the wind prevented us
from moving till the 11th of January,
when the weather being moderate, and
a fine light breeze blowing along the
coatt, ‘we launched our boat with much
difficulty, " being greatly reduced in
firength for want of a duc degree of
nourifhment; Having got round the

clear
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clear-point of land, we hoifted ourfail and
put before the wind.

The weather being very moderate, and
little or no fea“runmng, we made toler-
.able way, and had not proceeded far be-
fore we defcxied an extremely high point,
about feven leagues a head, with a con-
finued precipice along the .coaft, fo that
it was impoflible for us to land on any
part of it, ‘before we came.to that head
dand. This made it very dangerous to
attempt -the paffage; for if the wind
fhould happen to come .round to the
. porth-weft, we muft infallibly have perih-
.ed againft the rocks. But danger was no
lonoer an ob;cé"t to.be . cqnﬁdered by us;
fo we got out two.oars, ;not being able
to ufe any more, as;the boat had been fo
‘much damaged that two men were con-
ftantly employed in keeping her clear of
water, and with the affiftance of a fair
-wind made the point abouteleven o’clock at
night; but finding no place that we could
poffibly land on, we were obliged to keep
along the coa{t till two in the morning,
P G2 when
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when the wind increafing, and a ftony
beach appearing, on- which-we fhould not
have thought it expedient to land had the
wind been moderate, we were obliged to -
put athore, and immediately got eur pro-
vifions out of the boat. The beach was'
of fome height from the furface of the
water, the fea having-beat the gravel up
into a kind of bank which rendered i it
impoffible for us to haul our boat up.

‘We were therefore obliged to leave her to
the mercy of the fea.

The place where we landed was a beach
of about four hundred yards in length,
bound at the diftance of about fifty yards
from the water’s edge by a precipice of
at leaft one hundred Feet in height, which
inclofed it on all fides. If the wind fhould
come round to the north-weft, we knew
that we fhould be entirely deprived of
Theleer, yet, as the wind blew too frefh
for us to attempt putting to fea again, .
we were obliged to remain in it, notwith-
ftanding thcic inconveniences.

On -
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On the 13th the wind came round to
the north-weft, and blowing very hard,
the fea beat with fuch violence againft the
thore, as to drive our boat twenty yards
higher than-fhe was, and to beat {everal
holcs in her bottom. Now was the time
for us to feel all the miferies of our pre-
{fent fitvation; for being furrounded by
precipices, which prevented us from fhel-
tering ourfelves in the woods, and having
fo little covering, and no firing but what
we collected from fome pieces of timber,
which floated accidentally upon the thore,
we could but juft keep ourfelves from
abfolute freezing. The fame weather con-
tinued for eight days, with a prodigious
fall of fnow, “which” 2dded to our other
inconveniences. At length, on the 21ft,
the weather became more moderate, and
the fnow ceafed, having in the courfe of
this laft week fallen to the depth of three
feet perpendicular.  This gave us an op-
portunity of cooking our provifions, which
we had done but once fince our landing.
Even this was a great lofs to us, as the

water that the meat wds boiled in af-
: forded
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forded us almaft as much nowrilhment as
* the meat itfelf. | R

On the 22d we contrived with much
labour to turn our boat halfway over, in
order to examine the damage fhe had re-
ceived, which we found confiderable ; the
coat of balfam being entirely rubbed off,
and feveral holes made tn her bottom.
We expected the ice would go to fea, as
it had done once before, whenever the
wind fhould coeme round to the fouthward,
and therefore thought if we could but get
our boat repaired, that we might flill
bave fome chance of meeting with inha-
bitants. But the great difficulty was how
to repair it; for we had no pitch or bal-
{am left, and but little dry oakum, which
was of no fervice to us without the for-
mer. After trying various methods, we
at laft gave it up as a thing .entirely im-
practicable,and began to turn our thoughts
towards fome other means of getting ous
of this bleak and barren place, to fearch
for fome relief in an inhabited country.

Thou gfx
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--Though it was impoflible "for us to
- ¢himb the precipiee by which we were ens
eompafled, yet, if we were determined to
dbandon eour boat, we imagined, that we
might eafily get into the woods, by walk-
ing along thore upon the ice, which ftil}
covered the fea, and had firength fuffi-
cient to bear any weight. In fa@& the
mate and I propofed walking a few miles
on it, in order to make the- experiment ;
we had not proceeded far before we came
to the entrance of a river, and a fine fandy
beach, where, had our good fortune di-
reCted us to land, we might have lived
more comfortably, and have preferved our
boat. But what was to be done now that
we could get into the woods? we could
not think of walking acrofs them in fearch
* of.a cultivated country : befides that we
fhould be entirely ignorant how to direct
our courfe, the depth of fnow, which had
by.this time increafed to fix feet in the
wood, rendered. it impofiible for us to
travel without fnow-fhoes. After con-
fulting together, we at laft came to a re-
folution of taking the next day what pro..

e erag
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vifions we had upon our backs, and coaft-
ing along the ice, till we could difcover
fome inhabitants, expeéting from its pre-
fent appearance of ftrength, that it would
remain for fome time longer: and the
wind having drifted the greateft part of
the fnow off it, we computed that we
fhould be able to walk about ten miles
each day, even in our prefent weak and
reduced condition.

This being fully determined, we were
to {et out the morning of the 24th, but
on the night preceding it, the wind came
round to the fouth-calt, and blew hard,
attended. with {new and raing fo thatin
the morning, as 1 already apprehended
would be the cafe, that whole fheet of ice,
which the night. before looked fo firm,
was demolifhed or driven out to fea. Thus
were all our {chemes frultrated—neither
ice to walk on, nor boat to carry us
through the water ; not even a poflibility
of moving from this place where we were
embayed and furrounded by infurmount-
able precipices.  Thus circumftanced,

we
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"we were again obliged to turn our thoughts
entirely to fome fcheme for repairing our
boat; upon that our only hope depended.
We had pleaty of oakum to ftop up the
holes and feams, but nothing to fubftitute

in the room of pitch, to prevent the water . -
from penetrating. 1 -at length thought

of a plan, which I imagined might have
the withed for effet, namely, that of
throwing water over the oakum, and
letting it freeze into a cake of ice. As
foon as day appeared, 1 refolved to put
this {cheme to the teft, and having cleared
the boat of {fnow and gravel, immediately
went to work, The men in general made
light of my undertaking, and affifted with
much reluance, thinking that they were
throwing away their labour to no pur-
pofe. However, I foon convinced them
to the contrary ; for by four o’clock in
the afterncon, by continually throwing
water over the oakum, we froze up every

feam and hole in fuch a manner, that not.

a drop of water could enter, as long ‘as
the weather continued freezing as at pre-

fent. ] ’
- H On
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On the 25th of January, the weather
being very moderate, and a light breeze
dire¢tly off the fhore, we got our boat
very carefully launched, and fet off early in
the morning from this ill-omened bay.
We had the pleafure to find that the boat
made little or no water, fo that we were
enabled to keep our four oars continually
at work. As we advanced along the
coaft, we found it fhll bordered by no-
thing but barren precipices, with every
four or five miles perhaps a fmall fandy
beach.

The weather continued very mederate
all the day ot the 27th, fo that by fix o’clock
in the evening, we computed that we had
rowed about twelve miles from where we
fet off in the morning. This indecd
would be but an indifferent day’s work
for people 1n health, but a great-de.l for
thofe In our circumftances, not only be-
ing extremely we.kened and reduced, but
the boat itfelf being very heavy and un-
wuildy. from the quantity of ice in it.
Ve put aihor about fix o’clock vpon a

‘ fmall
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fmall fandy beach, and, by laying oars un-
der our boat, dragged her carefully fome
vards from the water; fo that the lay very
fafe while the wind continued as it then
was. We next cut {fome branches, and,
having made a fire, fheltered ourfelves as
well as poffible in the wood. Our tinder
being nearly confumed, I was obliged to
furnith a frefh fupply, by cutting away
the back part of my fhirt, which I had
worn ever {ince we left the fhip.

A fhower of rain the next day unfor-
tunately melted all the ice off our boat;
we were therefore prevented from going
any farther till a return of the froft, and
had the mortification to lofe the benefit
of afine day, in the courfe of which we
might have proceeded with a good boat
feveral leagues more on our journéy.
What made the matter worfe, was that
our provifions were now reduced to two
pounds and a half of beef for each man,
On the morning of the 2gth the mate, hav-
ing wandered a little djftance from our
fire, returned in halte to inform me, that

H 2 he
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he had difcovered a partridge perched. on
the bough of a tree, which he thought'l
might pofflibly devife fome method of
catchings” 1 immediately went to the
place where he had {cen it, and found it
in the fame fitvation as before. Obferv-
ing that the bird was very tame, and not
above fourteen feet from the ground, I
cut down a long pole, and taking part of
the rope-yarn that faitened my canvas
fhoes made a running loop of it, and fixed
it to the end of the pole; then walkifig
foftly under the tree, and lifting the pole
gently up, I fixed the loop about the
partridge’s neck, and, giving it a fudden.
jerk, clofed the loop, and fecured the bird.
‘The mate, as well as myfelf, as foon as I
had caught it, laughed very heartily, for
_updirt time that either of us had a {mile
# 0N .aur countenances fince our fhipwreck.
We then went towards the fire with our
prize, and boiled it in fome melted fnow,
together with a little falt water, to give
the broth a relith : having divided it, when
drefled, into fix equal parts, and caft Jots
for the choice of each, we fat down to
T what
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what: we found a moft delicious meal ; the
only one, excepting the quart of cran-
bérries, for which we were indebted to
chance, or our good fortune, fince we had
been caft upon the ifland.

On the afternoon of the 29th it began
to freeze hard, when we took the advan-
tage of the froft to ftop the boat’s leaks
as hefore ; and, the wind ftill continuing
moderate, we launched her as foon as that
byffeefs was completed, and put to fea.
The day being almoft fpent before we fet
off, we could not make above feven miles
to a fandy beach and thick wood, which
feemed to afford A tolerable fhelter, In
this place we paf%:le the night; and the
next day, the weds r\,be,mo ftill favour-
able, we launched our boan.gctxmes in the
morning, in order to get-bgfore night as
far as pofible on our journey ; but we
had not proceeded above fix mij)és, before -
the wind frefhening up from the fouth-
eaft obliged us to put athore and- haul wp

our boat,
) IR Aheavy
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A heavy fall of rain, which contired
the whole day, rendered our fituation ex-
tremely uncomfortable, and melted again
the icy calking of the boat. We were
therefore to confole ourfelves, as well as
we could, in the certainty of remaining
here till a return of the froft ; and mean
while propofed to reconnoitre, as far as
our reduced ftate would allow us, into
the country. In this however we were
prevented by the quantity of fnow which
ftill lay on the ground, and was not yet
fufficiently frozen to bear our weight
without rackets or fnow-fhoes, Towards
the {pring of the year in thefe cold ch-
matés they may for the moft part be dif
penfed with, when the fnow has become
more condenfed by its own weight, the
mfluence of the fun, and the rains which
begin to fall at this feafon. The froft
then returning, after the thaw, forms a
}_z.in'd of incruftation on the f{urface, that
will bear a man’s weight without finking.
“Had this fegfon been arrived, we fhould
have abandoned our crazy boat; and tak-

ng the-hittle provifion we ftill poffeffed,.

LS
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have made an attempt to difcover inhabi-
tants, by a march into the heart of the
country ; perhaps it was fortunate we
could not attempt it, as in all probability
we fhould have perifhed in the woods.

Not having it in our power to wander
towards any other part, we walked along
the fhore as far as we were able, and faw
nothing that could attract our notice but
fome ftumps of trees, from which the
trunks might have been cut fome years
before : from this circumftance we could
collet no very fanguine hope of being
near an inhabited country. Soon after
the wind coming round to the north-weft,
and bringing the froft along with it, we
were once more erabled to repair our
boat, and to prepare for launching it, as
foon as the wind fhould abate its violence.
This happening in fome degree on the
1t of February, we immediately embark-,
edy and purfued our coafting voyages;.
but the feverity of the cold having form-
ed a quantity of ice, it was with ex-
preme labour that we contrived to get ﬁlve

T miles
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miles before night, -one of our party be-
‘ing employed in breaking the ice with a
pole, and clearing 1t from the bows of
the boat.

The following day the wind blowing
frelh from the north-weft «quarter pre-
vented us again from proceeding any fur-
ther till the 3d, when coming round to -
weft, which 1s diretly along the fhore, :

and the moft favourable that could blow
for us, we were enabled to embark and
purfue our voyage. Our boat, notwith-

ftanding all our diligence in calking, :

made now fo much water, that we were

obliged to keep one man conftantly at !

work in baling it out with a camp kettle.
The wind however was as fair as we could
wifh, and being neither too flack nor too

violent, we for fome time went at the rate :
of four miles an hour, with the affiftance

of our oars; but foon after, the wind in-

L

creafing, we laid in our oars, and run#

ander our fail alone, at the rate of abom
ﬁve miles an hour. ;

Aﬂjc:
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After having run above fixteen miles,
we difcovered an exceeding high land,
about fix leagues diftant, with feveral
other mountains and large bays between
us; and it being yet early in the day, a
fine wind, and no great {ea, we were in
hopes, if the wind thould not increafe too
much, that we fhould be able to reach it
before night. As we proceeded along
the coaft, we found it in every part high
and rocky, which made us very uneafy
left the wind fhould rife before we could
make the head-land. About two o’clock
in the afternoon, when we fuppofed we
were within three leagues of it, we difco-
vered an ifland about twenty miles from
the main; and on comparing circum-

- ftances we concluded, that the ifland muft
be that of St. Paul, and the high land
the north point of Cape Breton. The
prodigious height of the land led us into
_an erroneous computation of its diftance ;
“for notwithitanding we had fuppofed that
we were within three leagues of 1t, when
we firlt difcovered the ifland of St. Paul,
3 1 . we

¢ <
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-we found, befaore we reached it, that we

had run near five leagues.

It was almoft .dark by the time we
reached the NorthCape ; where finding no
place to land, we were obliged to - double
the cape, and continue our journey. The
wind now began to frefhen, and we had
a heavy fea from the north-eaft to en-
counter, as foon as we came oppofite to
the cape. After having doubled it, our
courfe lay in a very different direftion
from what it had been in the mornipg ; fo
that we were obliged to ftrike our iaxl and
take to the oars. The wind at the-fame
time blew fo hard off the high lands, that
it was with the utmoft difficulty we could
hug the fhore : had we not been affifted
by ‘a heavy fwell, that came from the
north-eaft, we muft certainly have been
blown out to fea.

Finding no place to land during the
night, we continued rowing as clofe as
we could to the rocks, till about five in
the morning ; when hearing the fea run

on
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on the fhore very long and heavy, we
imagined, we muft be off a fandy beach.
We accordingly rowed towards the fhore,
and at the diltance of fifty yards, for it
was yet dark, were able to dxfcern a beach
at leaft four miles in length. It was not
however a convenient place for us to put
in, on account of the furf, and a long
and heavy fea thae roHed on: it; yet be-
ing. fo much fatigued with rowing, that
we were incapable of proceeding any fur-
ther, we were obliged to attempt a land=-
ing. This we effeCted with more eafe
than we looked for, and {uffered no
other inconvenience but that of having
our boat nearly filled with water on the
beach.. Having landed, our firft care
was to haul up the boat, that fthe might
meet with no further damage from the:
fea. We then got into the woods, which
lay clofe to the fhore, and having taken
the precaution'to put our tinder-box in
my bofom, before we landed, to preferve:
it from the water, we contrived. to kindle
a fire; a refrelhment we, had much oc-
cafion for, having got wet in hemding,

f % and'
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and being in fo weak and reduced a
condition, that it was with the greatett dif-
ficulty we could keep ourfelves awake for
a few minutes when before the fire; fo
that we were under the necefiity of keep-
ing a continual watch, left, all being
afleep rogether, we fhould treeze to death,
as foon as the fire went out. Having
now time to ccnfider every circumf{tance,
and finding, as foon as daylight appear-
ed, that the land ftill contipued to have
an oppofite bearing to that on the other
fide of the point, we had no doubt re-
maining, but that we were upon the North
Cape of the ifland of Breton, which, -to-
gether with Cape Roy on the ifland of
Newfoundland, marks the entrance of the
gulf of St. Lawrence.

OQur provifions were now entirely con-
famed, and having not the fmalleft pro-
{pect of getting any more, we were ready
to abandon ourfelves to defpair. As we
were certain of being on an inhabited
ifland, we might have flattered ourfelves
with the Liepes of getting relief, by per-
: .. fevering
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fevering in our dilatory progrefs, had we
wherewithal to provide for our immediate
fubfiftence, Having weighed the necef-
fity of the cafe, and the mifery of perifth-
ing by hunger, I was of opinion as well
as the mate, that it would be moft advife-
able to ficrifice one for the prefervation
of the reft; and that the moft proper
method would be by eafting lots, which.
fhould be the unfortunate viétim. Bug,
this fhocking, though prudent, refolution
we agreed to put off to the laft extremity.

~ We had not been able to fecure cur
boat fo effetually, but that the fea had
beat her higher up on the beach, and
filled her with fand. We were obliged
therefore to fet two of the men to work in
clearing her, and afterwards in ftopping
the leaks, as already mentioned ; while
.. the remainder of our party were detached
¥by different routes along the fhore, to fee
"if they could find any kind of provifiod.
The mate and myfelf travelled along-the
fandy beach till we were prevented from

going any further by an inlet of water,
‘ when
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when we were a good deal furprized to®
obferve the tide ebb and flow every ten
minutes. We were not however, at pre-
fent, in a difpofition to pay much regard
to this or any other extraordinary appear-
ance of nature; and {eeing a great quan-
tity of oyfter fhells lying upon the fhore,
we fearched them very diligently, in hopes
of finding fome that were full; but to
no purpofe. This again made us curfe
our deftiny, that we thould' have been caft
away on fo barren and miferable a coun-
try, and in fuch an unlucky time of the
year, when we were not only deprived of
the relief we might have got, at any other
feafon, from the natural produétions of
the earth; but when even the animals, in-
habitants of both elements, had retired to
their holes and hiding places,to thield them-
felves from the intenfe cold, which prevails-
during the winterinthisinhofpitable climate

We ftill continued our fearch notwith-
ftanding the ill fuccefs we had hitherto
experienced, and contrived at length to
gather about two quarts of hips, or wild

: rofe
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rof¢ buds, by throwing up the fnow in
.different parts of the bank. Having with
this forry food allayed in fome degree the
keen fenfe of hunger, and the wind having
become {fomewhat more moderate, we got
into our boat and pufhed off, the day be-
ing already drawing towards a conclufion.
‘Our progrefs was however foon impeded
by the quantity of ice that floated upon
the water ; which obliged us to put athore
on another part of the fame beach. In
landing 1| had the misfortune to let the
tinder-box fall from my bofom into the
water, by which means we were unable
t0 kindle a fire; and being exceedingly
wet, which was generally the cafe when
we landed, we were in this place in a
-moft uncomfortable fituation, and fuffered
much from rhe cold. We therefore thought
it beft to get into our boat again as faft
as poffible, and return to the fpot from
whence we came, in hopes of finding fome
fire ftill remaining,. | )

It was with the greateft difficulty we
.got back, being the whole Wway under the
, neceflicy
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neceflity of breaking through the ice,
which had by this time almoft formed
into a folid theet. 'We were very anxious
left our fire fhould meanwhile have gone
out, and thought it a lucky circumftance
we had not been able to go any farther
from 1t. On our arrival at the place, we
had the fatisfaction to find 1t was not to-
tally extinguifhed: had this been the cafe,
we muft have perithed in the courfe of the
nicht. The fire being repaired, I cut
up the remainder of my fhirt to make
fome more tinder ; and, as the damage it
got hac nearly proved fo fatal to us, was
refolved to be more particular in my case
of 1t for the future.

On the 8th the wind came round to
thie fouth-weft, which cleared off the ice,
and enabled us to leave this place by ten
o’clock in the morning. As we proceeded
along the thore, we found it was not quite
fo rocky as it had been on the other fide
of the north cape. We were therefore
able to land this night without ditficulty
within a large rock, by which we were

fheltered
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‘theltered. from the wind and fea. -We
were here very comfortably fituated, in
every reipect, except in regard to our
want of provifions. The next day, the
weather continuing moderate, we had
aoam proceeded about eight miles on our
Journey, when the wind b‘-ommna to blow
fo hard as to raife a conﬁderable fwell,

‘we were obliged to fteer to the fhore. In
landing we had the misfortune to lofe two
of our oars, which were wathed overboard

by the {urf.

On the followmo day.the wind lulled ;
and we xmmcdla{ely tool\ the advantagc
of it to put to fea. We had now but
two oars remaining ; whl(,h being double
manned, .we contrived to get about fix
miles before night. This was a very hard
day’s work, confidering our prefent weak
condition ; for havmg been a length cof
time without tafting any kind of nou-
rithment, we were fo much reduced in
firength, that when we got on fbore, we
could farcely walk for fifty yards to-
get‘m .

K The
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The weather being unfavourable on
the 11th, we were under the neceflity of
remaining the whole day in the fame reft-
ing place; and havmor letfure to fearch
about the thore, we were fortunate enough
to find a few rofe buds, which we efteem-
ed at prefent a great delicacy. Had we
not met with this fupply, it would have
been abfolutely requifite to put our above-
mentioned {cheme into execution. We
thought ourfelves extremely unlucky in
not having found, in the courfe of our
wanderings, fo much as the body of any
dead animal : nor, except the partridge,
did we fee any live ones, that we had the
fmalleft chance of capturing. At different
times we had hopes of catching fome of
the otters that we frequently faw on the
ice, particularly on the fmail rivers and
inlets : but we never found them at any
diftance trom the holes, which they con-
tinually kept open, to give themfelves a
free paflfage in and out of the water. We
likewife difcovered at different times fome
beavers’ houfes; but could not eninarc
any of the animals.

On
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On the 12th the wind became me-
derate, and we proceeded once more on
our journey. -The coaft feemed to di-
minifh in height as we paffed along ir,
which made us hope we were now ap-
proaching the cultivated part of the
ifland. Next day the weather got milder,
with a fall of rain: fo that it was with
difficulty we could get our boat to {wim,
the ice thawing gradually off the bottom.
This obliged us to put athore long before
night. Having landed, and made a fire,
we found no other immediate want but
that of provifions, having confumed all
the hips or rofe buds that we had ga-
thered at our laft landing place.

Having reconnoitred very carefully all
around, and fearched in every part under
the fnow, we were not able to procure
ourfelves even that miferable fultenance.
Being now driven to the laft extremity,
we were obliged to facrifice our profpect
of travelling any farther to the immediate
prefervation of our lives, _We had about
a dozen tallow candles remaining, which

K2 we
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-wé had hitherto employed in ftopping the-
leaks of out boat, as fait as fhe fprung
one in any particular place. Of thefe we
divided a {fmall’ part- among us;- which
gave us fome relief for the pxeient On
the 14th and 15th we coafted for a few
miles, fearching for a place where we
could meet with fome hips ; but'to no
purpofe. This was the only kind of food’
we could now expect; and had we difco-
vered any place that abounded with them,
it was our intention to draw up the boat
there, and remain tll they were con-
fumed,

- On the 17th, being again on the point
of perithing with hunger, we made an-
othcr divifion of a part of the tallow can-
dles that yet remained. On the follow-
ing day, the wind being favourable, we
proceeded about five miles s ; where find-
Ing a fine, flat country, and afandy beach
that extended for a confiderable way, and
being fo much debilitated, that we knew
it would be impofible for us to go much
tarcher, we put on fhore, with a. deter-

mined



[ 77 ]

mined refolution to perifh on this place,
unlefs fome unforefeen accident fhould
bring us relief. To attempt drawing up our
boat would in our prefent weak condition
be a vain undertaking, fo we were obliged
to let her remain at the mercy of the {ea.
All that we could preferve was our axe, a
faw, and the fail of the boat, which we
‘generally made ufe of as a covering.

As foon as we landed, we made it our
- bufinefs to clear away the fnow from a
particular fpot in the entrence of the
wood, where we intended to remain; and
having cut fome {mall branches of pine
0 put under under us, togciher with
fome larger to ferve for a fh(.,tu, which
we ftuck into the bank of fnow that fur:
rounded us, we made our fire ; and then
went all hands in fearch of .hips. We had
the good fortune to find about a pint of
them, which beiled up with a couple of tal-
low candles afforded us a tolerable meal.

The next day. we pafled without any

kmd of provifion, and being apprehen-.
. five



[ 78 ]

five that our little remaining ftrength
would foon defert us, we employed our-
felves in cutting and piling as much wood
as we were able, to fupply the fire. - Mean
while the fea had beat cur boat fo high
upon the beach, as to be qmte dry as
foon as the wind fubfided, and to deprive
us of the power of purting to fea again,
had we been difpofed to do it: for_our
ftrength was by no means equal to the
tafk of moving her a fingle foot.

We again employed the whole day of
the 19th in the fearch of hips : but it was
not - attended with any fuccefs. Our tal-
low candles were therefore the only refource
we had left, and by this time they became
reduced to two, We found ourfelves fo
much weakened the following day, that
we could make no further ufe of our axe,
and were under tie neceflity of creeping
about in our turns, and breaking the rot-
ten branches of trees, that lay fcatiered
upon the ground. As we had not a pro-
per quantity of fuel, the fire that we kept
up was but jufy {uﬂicxem to preferve ws

~ front
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from freezing : for though the feafon was
fo far advanced towards the fpring, yer,
excepting fome particular days, the wea-
ther was as cold as in the month of De-
cember.

Having now no more than two tallow
candles remaining, and finding no longer
a poflibility of gathering any hips, being
too weak even to fearch tor them, we
thought it likely that we might derive
fome degree of nourifhment from the kelp
weed, of which there was a quantity lying
upon the fhore. 'We accordingly col-
letted a little of it, and with melted fnow
boiled it for a few hours in a kettle; but,
at the conclufion, found it very little ten-
derer than at firft. We then melted one
of our tallow candles in the liquor, and
having fupped it up, and eat a quantity
of the weed, our appetite became fome-
what fatiated. But in about two hours
time we were all- affeted with a very un-
eafy fenfation, and were foan after feized
with a fit of vomiting, without being able
to bring it entirely off the ftomach. T hés

‘ t
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it of vomiting having continued for about
four hours, we found ourfelves tolerably
caly, but at the fame time exceedingly ex-
haufted.

On the 22d we made ufe of forme more
kelp weed and ourlaft tallow candle. It ftill
Operated in the fame manner, but not to
fo violent a degree as it had done before.
On the 23d the wind blew -very moderate
from the north-weft, and brought a fevere
froft along with it. 'We had now an op-
portunity to repair our boat; and, if our
ﬁ"ength had been fuffictent to launch 1t
into the water, we fhould have changed
our refolution, and have quitted the place.
'We made indeed a faint attempt to launch
the boat’; but, on finding that we could
not move her an inch from where the lay
upon the fhore, we were obliged to give
-over the defign. Our candles being all
confumed, we were under the neceflity of
boiling the kelp weed without the mix-
‘ture of tallow, which, however naufeous
at any other time, afforded us then, not
only
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only a wholefome nourifhment, but even
an exquifite relith.

Having now for three days tafted of no
other food but the kelp weed, we began
to {well to an alarming degree. This we
were at a lofs whether to attribute to the
kelp weed or to the cold (for we were not
able to keep a fufficient fire); however I
. thought then and do {till believe, that it
proceeded from the former: for notwith-
flanding we had often before been expofed
t0 the utmoft feverity of the cold, and
{fometimes without any fhelter whatever,
yet we had never found ourfelves affetted
with this.extraordinary {ymptom ; but, on
the contrary,were as much reduced in bulk
as we were in ftrength.

We remained in the fame miferable fitu-
ation for feveral days longer, the {welling
having increafed to fuch a degree all over
our bodies, that, notwithftanding the little
fleth we had upon our bones, we could
fink our fingers two inches deep on the
dkin; the impreflion of which remained

L vifible
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vifible for above an hour after. Funger
neverthelefs ftill obliged us to make ufe
of the kelp weed ; though I am certain it
was of no great fervice, and tended only to
blunt the edge of our appetite, inftead
of affording any nourithment to the con-
fticution. 1 have never fince confulted
with any naturalift or phyfician about the
extraordinary effeéts of the weed; yert
doubt not but they may be accounted for
from natural cauics.

We pafied a few days more in the fame
manner ; at the expiration of which we
were 1o much fwollen, as to be almoft de-
prived of our fight, and fo reduced, that it
was with the utmoft difficulty we could
keep our fire in by crawling about in
turn, and gathering the rotten branches
that lay fcattered upon the ground. The
time was now arrived, when [ thought it
highly expedient to put the plan before
mentioned into execution ; but on feeling
the pulfe of my companions, found that
fome of them were rather averfe ta the
propofal ; the defire of life fill prevailing

above



[ 83 1

above every other fentiment, notwithftand{
mg the wretched condition they were in,
and the impoflibility even of preferving it
by any other method.

I thought it an extraordinary inftance
of infatuation, that men thould prefer the
certainty of a lingering and miferable
death, to the dulant chance of one more
immediate and lefs painful. However, on
confulting with the mate what was to be
done, 1 found that though they objeéted
to the propofal of cafting lots which
thould be the victim, yet all concurred
in the neceflity of fome one being facrificed
for the prefervation of the reft. The only
queftion was how it fhould be determined ¢
when by a kind of reafoning, more agree-
able to the ditates of felt-love than of
juftice, it was agreed on, that as the cap-
tain was now fo exceedingly reduced, as
to be evidently the firlt who would fink
under our prefent complicated mifery, as
he had been the perfon to whom we con-
fidered ourfelves in fome mgafure indebted
for all our misfortunes; and further, as

| La he
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he had, ever fince our fhipwreck, been
the moft remifs in his exertions towards
the general good, he was undoubtedly the
perfon who fhould be firft facrificed.

I muft confefs, that I thought at that
time, there was fome colour of truth in
this conclufion : yet 1 was not a little
fhocked at the caprain’s intended fate, al-
though I had more reafon than any one
elfe to be incenfed againft him, not only
on account of his negle& of duty, and
his mal-pratices at the hut in purloining
our provifions, but for another reafon
likewife, Since our thipwreck, I had dif-
covered by fome papers, which had been
wafhed on fhore, that, though the cap-
tain’s pretended deftination was to New
York, yet that his real one was to the
Weft Indies, if he could pofibly effeét it.
Thus would he have baffled General Hal-
dimand’s intentions, in fending me with
difpatches, that might be of the firft con-
fequence to this country ; and not only
have difappoirted, but alfc have defravd-

ed
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- ed me of the money, which I paid him
tor my paffage.

The determination now made was kept
fecret from the captain, and it would have
been impoffible for us to live many days
longer without putting it into execution,
had we not happily met with rclief from
a quarter that we little expedicd. On
the 28th of February, as we were all lying
about our fire, we thought that we heard
~ the found of human voices in the wocds
and foon after difcovered two Indians,
with guns in their hands, who did not
feem yet to have perceived us. This
fight gave us frefh ftrength and fpirits:
fo, getting up, we advanced towards
them with the greatelt cagernefs ima-
ginable,

As foon as we were perceived by the
Indians, they ftarted back, and feemed
tixed for a few moments to the ground
with furprize and horror. This indeed is
not to be wondered at, when it is con-
_fidered, that, befides the furprize they

mulr
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muft naturally have felt on fuddenly
meeting with white men in this barren
part of the ifland, our appearance itfelf
was enough to alarm the mott intrepid :
our cloaths being almoit burnt off our
backs, our bodies and limbs fwollen to
to fuch a prodigicus bulk, our eyes from
the {fame caufe almoft invifible, and our
hair in fuch a difhevelled ftate about our
heads and fhoulders, particularly of thofe
who wore it long; for we had not been
able to comb it fince our thipwreck. As
we advanced towards the Indians, fome
of us wept, while others laughed, through
joy. Being a little recovered from their
furprize, they did not fhew much incli-
nation to accoft us, till I got up to one
of them, and took him by the hand;
when he fhook it for fome time very

heertily; the ufual mode of falutation
among the Indians.

They began at length to thew marks of
compaflion at our diftrefled appearance,
and 1 imagine their fhynefs at firft pro-
cceded from the repugnance which it na-

turally
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turally infpired : for, thefe Indians being
converted to Chriftianity, I will not ateri-
bute it to a motive fo contrary to that
doctrine, as the idea of the trouble they
might expect, without any compenfation,
in relieving us. They then walked with
us to our fire, and, fitting down by it
together, one of them, who could fpeak a
little broken French, defired we woul

inform him whence we came, and the
particulars of the accident that brought
us there. I accordingly gave him as con-
cife an account as poffible of the difafters
and fatigues we had undergone: during

the relation he feemed to be very much
affefted at our fufferings,

‘Having finifhed my narration, I afked
the Indian, if he could furnith us with
any kind of provifions ; to which he an-
fwered in the affirmative. Obferving that
we had very little fire, he fuddenly ftarted
up, and took our axe in his hand ; when
looking at it, and laughing heartily, I
fuppofe at the badnefs of i, he threw it
down again, and taking his tomahawk

: from
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from his fide, which is a fmall hatchet
that the Indians always carry about them,
he went, and, in a fhort time, cut a quan-
tity of wood, which he brought and threw
upon our fire. This done, he took up
his gun, and, without faying a word,
went off with his companion.

This would have been a very alarming
circumftance to perfons ignorant of the
Indian manners. But 1 was {o well ac-
quainted with the’ humour of thefe
people, who feldom fpeak when there is
not an -abfolute occafion for it, that I
doubted not but they were gone for fome
provifions, and that we fhould fee them
again very fhortly. Notwithftanding th:
length of time we had been without nou-
riftbment, I muft confefs, that 1 felt but
litcle inclination to eat: the fire which
the Indian had made was the greateft re-
frelhment to me, as we had been for many
days without a good one.

After about three hours had .elapfed,
-during which interval fome of our party
were
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were not without anxiety, left the Indians
fhould rever return, we perceived them
coming round a point at a {fmall diftance
in a bark canoe. Being arrived and landed
upon the beach, they took out of their
canoe fome fmoaked venifon, and a blad-
der of feal oil, which they brought up to
our fire-place; having put fome of the
meat into our kettle, they boiled it in
melted {fnow, and then gave each of us a
very {mall quantity of it, together with
fome oil. 1 knew very well their reafon
for being fo fparmcr of their meat; for
eating a quantlty of grofs food in our pre-
fent 1’cate might be attended with the mof*
fatal confequences. It gave me no fmall
pleafure to find that the Indians were fo
careful of us.

This light repaft being ended, the In-
dians defired three of us to embark in
their cance, that being all-fhe could carry
at a time, and proceed from this place to
their hut, which lay five miles farther by
water, and about a mile fewom the fhore,
in the middle of the woods. - We were

M received
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received at the fea fide by three other In.
dianss:and abput twelve or fourteen wo-
men and ch’ﬁdren, who had been there
waiting our arrival.  Having landed from
the canoe, we were conducted by thefe
1aft to their habitation in the wood, which
confifted of three huts or wigwams, there
being that number of families amongft
them : meanwhile the fame two Indians
as had brought us, went back in their
canoe for the three remaining men of our
party, who had been left behind. Onar-
riving at the hut, we were treated with the
greateft humanity by thefe people; they
gave us fome broth to fup, but would not
iuffer us to eat meat, or any kind of fub-
ftantial food whatever.

The two Indians being come back with
our companions, and having all received
a tolerable refrethment, I was defired, at
the requefl of a very old woman, who ap-
peared to be miftrefs and mother of the
families prefent, to give them an account
of our tranfaltions fince the day of our
fhipwreck. I accordingly gave a more

particular



[ o1 ]

particular account than I had done before
i French to the Indian whom I have al-
ready mentioned ; and he explained it in
their own language to the other Indians.
In the courfe of my relation I could per-
ceive that the old woman was exceedingly
affefted at certain parts of it, which gave
me much fatisfaction, as I derived hopes
from it, that they would continue to treat
us with the fame humanity. As foon as
I had done fpeaking, the old woman rofe
up, and, after fupplying us with fome
more broth, defired the interpreter to ex-
plain to us the fhipwreck of the famous
French partifan St. Luc Lacorne on his
paflage from Canada to France.

He informed me that this gentleman,
of whofe fhipwreck I had already heard
fomething, was caft away directly upon
the North Cape ; that a great number of
perfons perifhed on the occafion, amongft
whom were two of Mr. St. Luc’s children,
who were drowned in his arms, as he was
attempting to carry them®on fhore. He
likewife informed me, that after his hav-

M 2 ing
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ihg remained five days there, and fuffered
much from cold and hunger, he himfelf
had relieved him, and conduted him to
Louifbourg; for which fervice, he faid,
Mr. St. Luc was indebted to him thirty
pounds, which he promifed to remit from
Hallifax, but had never performedit. Whe-
ther this part of the Indian’s ftory be true
or not, it is impoflible for me to deter-
mine: the gentleman himielf is the beft
acquainted with it, But this I am cer-
tain of, that the poor Indians muft have
earned the money very dearly, in con-
ducting him fo far, at the feafon of the
vear in which the journey was performed.

Thefe people did every thing in their
power to reduce the fwelling from our
limbs ; which they at length accomplifhed
after much difficulty. Having provided
for own immediate wants, our thoughts
recurred to thofe unfertunate men whom
we had left by the wreck. We were
under mueh anxiety for them, left by
this time they might have pernifhed with
hunger.  However, in cafe they fhould be
flll" alive, I was determined no means

ot
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fhould be omitted for their prefervation,
and having defcribed to the Indians what
part of the ifland we were caft away upon,
afked them, If it was not poffible to go
to their relief?

From the defcription T gave the Indians
of the fitvation of the river, and of a
imall iftand, that lay nearly oppofite, they
faid, that they knew the place perfectly
well ; that it was above one hundred miles
diftant, through very difficult paths, over
rivers and mountains; and that if they
undertook the journey, they muft expect
fome compenfation for their trouble. This
indeed was but reafonable: for it could
not be expected, that the Indians fhould
leave their hunting, by which alone they
fubfifted their wives and families, to un-
dergo a fatigue of that kind through pure

benevolence : and as to their account of

the diftance, I could ealily give credit to
i, as I knew we had come above 150
miles by water. I then informed them,
for the firft time, for in fact it did not
occur to me before, that Thad fome money&

an
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and that, if it would be any objet to
them, I would pay them for their trouble.
They feemed much pleafed when I told
them that 1 had money, and defired me
to let them lock at it.  Then taking the,

urfe from my fervant, I fhewed them
the hundred and eighty guineas that it
contained ; and obicrving an eagernefs in
their countenances at the ﬁcht of the coin,
which 1 had little expected amongft In-
dians, and that the women in partcular
feemed to have a longing for it, 1 pre-
fented them with a guinea each ; for which
they expreffed their fatisfaétion by laugh-
ing, which 1s the only method among the
favages of difplaying every fentiment of
that nature.

. However I was determined at all events
to fave the people, if any of them remained
alive, though the Indians fhould be ever
fo exorbitant in their demands 3 and made
an zgreement with them at laft, that they
fhould fet off the next day, which was the
fecond of March, and that they fhould
recelve twenty-five guineas at their depar--

ture,
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ture, and the fame fum on their return,
This being fettled, they immediately went
to work 1n makmor a proper number of
mawkifins and inow fhoes, . for themfelves
and for the men; and threc ot them went
off the next morning, having received the
fum of money agreed for.

After thele people knew that I had
money, my fituation amongft them was
not near {o comfortable as before: for
they became as mercenary as they had hi-
therto been charitable, and exaéted above
ten times the value for every little necef-
fary they furnifhed for myfclf and the reft
of my companions. Befides which, I was
under conftant apprehenfion, left they
fhould be incited by this extraordinary paf-
fion for money to plunder us, and leave
us in the fame deftitute condition in which
they found us. The only circumftance
on which I founded my hope of better
treatment from them, was their religion :
for, as I mentioned before, they were
Chn{hans, and rigid Catholics, having
been converted by the French before we

got
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oot poffeffion of the ifland.  But perhaps
it was this very circumftance of their com-
munication with Chriftians, that had in-
fpired them with that vehement love of
money. They thewed indeed every mark
of attachment to their faith, being very
afliduous at their devotions both night
and morning; and frequently gave us
ca.{z to wilh they had not been quite fo
devout, by difturbing us with their pfalm
finging the whole night. 1 was very much
atraid at times, if they had learnt that
tenet of their {et; of keeping no faith
with heretics, that their profeflion of
Chriftianity would be of little fervice to
us. My fervant being an Irifh catholic,
they were exceedingly fond of him, and
heaped their favours upon him very pro-
fufely. He joined them for the moft part
in their roaring, for I cannot with pro-
priety callit finging, and in their prayers;
though he did not underitand a word of
either. Indeed I queftion much whether
they themfelves underitood them, for they
-were * the moft confufed jargon I ever
heard, compounded of their own and the

¥rench
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French language, with the mixture of a
few brcken Latin phrafes, which they
had picked up from their converters, the
Jefuits. |

Thefe infular favages bore in general
an exact refemblance in their perfons and
manners to thofe of the continent. The
principal points in which they differed
were, in having their hair long, which is
peculiar to the women alone among the con-
" tinental Indians, and in wearing breeches,
and caps upon their heads. Their lan-
guage was very different from that of
thofe nations, or tribes, which I was ac-
quainted with; though I doubt not but
it might have a refemblance to fome others
upon the continent. I found afterwards,
when we got into a part of the ifland
where it was to be had, that they had the
fame ftrong propenlity to {pirituous liquor,
fo univerfal among the Indians,

It wasifome time before we had reco-
vered any degree of firength, or could
digeft woy fubftantial food. The only
c N “kind
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%ind we could get from the Indians was the
flefh of moofe deer, and feal oil ; on which
they fubfift entirely during the time of
hunting. Notwithftanding that we found
ourfelves, after .our late miferies, pretty
comfortably fituated amongft thofe fa-
vages, yet I was anxious to get away, on
account of the difpatches I was charged
with, which 1 thought might be of the
aitmoft confequence to ‘his majefty’s fer-
vice; particularly, as I knew that the
duplicates were loft. I continued how-
ever in fo weak a condition, that it was
impofiible for me to move for fome time ;
and found, as well as my fellow-{ufferers,
that fuch a fhock to the conftitution was
not eafily to be repaired. Indeed I can
never expect to recover it entirely, not
having been fince able to make a hearty
meal, though it is now fifteen months
{rom thetime of our fhipwreck,

After being abfent near a fortnight, .
the Indians arrived with three men, whe
were the only furvivors of thofe who had
been left behind at the hut,  They were

n
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in a very reduced and miferable condition,.
and informed me, on enquiring the parti-
culars of their tranfactions from the time
we left them, that after having confumed
all the beef, they lived for fome days on the
{kin of the moole deer, which we had left
entire, not thinking it worth while to make
a divifion of it. This being confumed,
three of them died in a few days of hunger,
and the others were under the neceffity of
fubfifting on the fleth of the dead men,
till they were relieved by the Indians.
One of the remaining five was fo impru-
dently ravenous, when the Indians came
to their affiftance, as to eat fuch a quan-
tity of meat, that he expired in a few
hours, in the greateft agonies imaginable;
and another foon after fhot himielf ac-
cidentally with one of the Indians’ guns.
Thus was our number, which originally
confifted of ninetecn perfons, reduced to
nine; and 1 rather wonder how fo many
perfons conld, for the fpace of three
months, go through fuch complicate 4°d:-
ftrefles, from exceflive cold, fatigie, and
hunger.,

N2 W
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We all remained another fortnight
among the Indians, during which I was
obliged to pay, as befoxe, a moft exor-
bitant price for our diet, and for every
neceflary that we were provxded with, By
this time my health being fomewhat re-
eftablithed, and my money at the fame
time very much reduced, 1 was refolved
to poftpone my own convenience to! the
gocd of the fervice, and to proceed as faft
as poffible with general Haldimand’s dif-

atches, though it was now the moft un-
favourable feafon of the year for travel-
ing. I therefore made an agreement with
the Indians to conduét me to Hallifax,
for which 1 was to pay them forty-five
pounds, and to furnifh them with provi-
fions, and all neceffaries, at every inha-
bited place on our way.

It was fettled that I fhould depart on
the 2d of April, with two Indians for
Hallifax, accompanied by Mr. Winflow,
‘a-young gentleman who had been a paf-
fengeron board the veflel, and one of the
three furvivors at the hut, and my own

fervant.
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fervant. ‘The Indians were to conduct
the remainder of our party to a fettlement
on Spanifh river, about fifty miles diftant,
where they were to remain till the {pring,
when an opportunity might offer for them
to get by fea to Hallifax. Previoufly to
parting I gave the captain cafh for a bill
on his owner at New York, to provide
for the immediate {ubfiftence of himfelf
and the failors ; which bill was afterwards
protefted by the cwner, on the pretence,
that the fhip being loft, neither mafter
nor crew were entitled to any wages.

We accordingly fet off on the day ap-
pointed, each carrying four pair of Indian
fhoes, or mawkifins, a pair of fnow fhoes,
and provifions for fifteen days. The fame
day we got to a place called by the Eng-
lith Broad QOar, where we were detained
the following day by a fnow ftorm. On
the 4th we again proceeded through the
woods about five leagues; and on the
sth arrived at a place named Broad Deck,
which lies at the entrance of a very fine

falc-water. lake, called Lake St, Peter.
This
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This lake communicates by a narrow im-
let with the fea, from which it 1s diftant
about fixteen lcagues, At this place we
met with two families of Indians, who
were hunting there, and purchafed of
them a bark canoe for five pounds; the
Indians having informed me, that fome
parts of this great lake are never frozen,
and that it was requifite to have a canoe
to pals over thofe places; and as we were
to travel over the ice in other parts of it,
I was obliged to purchafe two Indian fleds,
in which we were to place the canoe, and
drag it after us.

Having remained two days in this
place, and provided ourfelves with a few
other neceflary articles, we proceeded on
the 7th for a few miles alonor the lake ; but
the ice being bad, we were foon oblxoed
0 take to the woods. A thaw coming on
foon after, with rain, made the fnow,
which lay to the depth of fix feet in the
woods, fo foft and heavy, that we could
travel no longer on our fnow fhoes, the
inow fhckmg to them in large quantitics.

: We
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We were therefore obliged to make a fire,
and remain here; and the thaw con-
tinuing till the 11th, made us very appre-
henfive left the ice thould give way alto-
gether : for the fpring was now too far
advanced to travel any longer upon the
fnow, unlefs during a froft. We fhould
then have been .under the neceflity of
waiting till the ice was entirely cleared off
the lake; which would have taken at leaft
a fortnight or three weeks from the time
of its breaking up, and might have been
teduced to a condition equally diftreffed
with that we had been in after our fHip-
wreck, except that we were provided with
arms and ammunition. -

However the froft returned on the
12th, and the next day we fet off, and
travelled about fix leagues, fometimes on
floating pieces of ice, and at others in ouf
canoe, where the lake was open. On the
14th our provifions being nearly exhauft<
ed, I propofed going in- fearch of fome
game, as the country abounded” with
moofe deer: for the Indians in general

" - never
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never think of providing for the next
day’s wants, but eat on without reflection
‘whilft they have a1 morfel of food remain-
ing. I accordingly went with one of the
Indians into the woods, We had not
been three hours on the hunt, before we
difcovered a very fine moofe deer; and
the Indian fhot him in about an hour
after. We f{kinned this animal, which
weighed about fix hundred pounds, loaded
ourfelves with fome of the beflt parts of
1ts flefh, as well as the blood, which the
Indian took care to colle&t, putting 1t in
the bladder of the beaft; and returned to
our canoe. On our return, we {ent the
other Indian, Mr. Winflow, and my fer-
vant for fome more of the meat, of which
they brought about an hundred pounds.

~ Being now well ftocked with provi-
fions, we had no reafon to apprehend that
we fhould want, in cafe a return of mild
weather fhould render it impoffible for us
to travel either upon the like or in the
woods. On the 15th we fet out very
early in the morning, and purfued our
~ Jjourney
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journey about fix leagues, in the fame
manner as before. The greateft incon-
venience that we felt was the want of
bread, which the Indians of this country
never make ufe of whilft they are hunt-
ing ; and being now much wearied with
travellmcr our Pcrencrth having been great-
ly exhatifted by our paft fatxcues, we
agreed to make a halt for a day or two in
the woods. 'What renders the travelling
through the woods in thefe cold climates
more tolerable than might be fuppofed
durmg the winter fcafan, 1s the number
of pine-trees and other evergreens, which
are interfperfed in different parts; the
branches of which ferve, not only to lie
upon, but alfo as a fhelter from the fe-
verity of the weather. We chofe a fpot
abounding with thefe trees, and it is al-
moft inconceivable in how fhort a time
the Indians made us a comfortable habi=
tation of the boughs, called in their lan-
guage a wigwam. Their method of con-
ftrutting them is as follows: Haymg
chofen the fpot for tHeir fire, they firft
clear off the fnow, throwing it up mto a
O bank
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‘bank in a circular form, leaving a vacant
{pace, or paffage, to leeward: and it is
to be obferved, that the more fnow there
is on the ground the better, as it makes
the beft part of the fhelter, They then
cut branches of plms, of a proper lcnom,
and placing the thicker ends of them in
the bank of fnow, bend and interweave
them towards the top. Thefe branches
are croffed by others, and interwoven with
{maller ones, in fuch a manner, as to
afford a fufficient thelter from the wind
and from the fnow. The fire is made in
-the middle of the wigwam, and the fmoke
of 1t goes out by the paffage to leeward.
The wigwams thus made are very com-
fortable, even in the coldeft weather,
and are proof againft any thing but a
heavy rain; befide which, a chanfrc of
wind is the only inconvenience thes y are
liable to.

We proceeded again on our journey on
the 18th, and, during that and the fol-
Jowing day, travelled {feveral miles, with-
out meeting thh any thing remarkable,

I had
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I' had now leifure to  obferve the beauties.
of this lake, which was one of the fineft
I ever faw in America; though at this
Teafon of the year it could not appear to
the beft advantage. As far as [ could
judge, it is about twenty leagues in length
from north to fouth, and eight wide from
caft to weft. A number of {imall iflands
are {cattered about in different parts of it;
and give the lake fomewhat the appear-
ance of the lake of Killarny, and other
freth water lakes in Ireland. Thefe iflands
have never been fettled on; yet zppear to.
be very fruitful, and muft be a moft de-
lightful refidence in fummer, except for
the want of freth water; which perhaps
may be the reafon they have never been
inhabited. Had the lake been prope:ly
frozen, we might have faved ourfclves the
trcuble of travelling feveral leagues, by
crofling over from point to point, and from
one ifland to another : but, this not being
the cafe, we were obliged to travel round
the greateft part of the bays con one fide
ofit. . S

-

O*2 Cn:
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On the zoth we arrived at a place called
St. Peter’s, where there are four or five
French and Englith families fettled. I was
here received very politely, and enter-
tained at the houle of a Mr. Cavanaugh,
a merchant. To this harbour veflels of
the greateft burthen can come with fafery,
and a confiderable fifhery was formerly
carried on here, till, on the breaking out
of the prefent war, the American priva-
teers put a flop to it. The force of thefe
privateers, even taken collettively, is but
trifling; and it is much to be regretted,
that government cannot {pare a veffel or
two of force to cruize about here, and pro-
tect the fitheries; which, together withfome
other branches of trade, might be carried
on with as much vigour, and much more
benefit, than before the war. ‘This Mr.
Cavanaugh, but a fhort time before 1 ar-
rived, was plundered to the amount of
three thoufand pounds, by two privateers
from Bofton; who came in at their lei»
fure, and took what they wanted out of
his ftores, Thelc American privateers

have
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have likewife driven all the fettlers away
from Louifburg, who had alfo fubfifted by
the fithery ; and it is fomewhat remark-
able, that this place, which was, during
the two laft wars, fuch a bone of conten-
tion between us and the French, has not
at the prefent moment fo much as a fingle
inhabitant.

I thould have taken a fhallop or fithing
boat from this place, and gone to Halii-
fax by fea, but that there was almoft a
certainty of being taken by fome privateer
along the coaft. This lake St. Peter is
but half a mile from the ocean, to which
we were to carry our canoe through the
‘the woods, and to proceed by water to the
gut of Canceau. While the French were
in pofleflion of the ifland, they had formed
a defign of cutting through this narrow
reck of land and opening a communica-
tion on that fide between the ocean and
the lake, in order to bring in their large
fhips of war, to lie during the winter in
the lake of St. Peter. For there is a fuf-

ficient depth of water i thcuharboursof
N t!



[ 110 ]

St. Peter for the largeft fhips of the line
to ride, though there is not water enough

in the inlet, by which the lake communi-

cates with the ocean, to enable them to

pafs up to the harbour.

After ftocking ourfelves therefore with
as mych provifions, and other neceffaries,
as wé‘ﬁdvoccaﬁcn tor (tor which I paid.
nine pounds) we fet off on the 22d in our
bark canoe, and arrived the fame day at:

a place called by the French, Grand
Grave ; where there is a family or two of
that nation. The wind blowing hard,
we were obliged to remain here all night,
and on the 23d proceed along the coaft

‘to a 1ettlement called DucoufTe, where

we were detained another day by fome
floating ice.

On the 25th we got to a place cal]ed
Narrdfhoc where we were as hcfpitably
entertained as we had been at St. Peter’s.
I here exchanged the remains of my regi-
mental coat for a brown f{uit of cloaths,
intending to pafs for the mafter of the
fhip,.
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thip, in cafe I fhould happen to be taken
by any of the rebel privateers at Canceau ;
and as the inhabitants of this place gave
me to underftand, that the people of Can-
ceau were very much diaffeéted to go-
vernment, | took every precaution to dif-
guife the appearance of an officer.

. We proceeded in our canoe, on the'26th,

to the point of Ifle Madame; intending

to crofs the great paflage of Canceau.
This paffage 1s called the Gut of Can-

. ceau, from an Acadian fettlement of that
- name on the continent; and feparates the

Ifland of Cape Breton from Acadia, or,
as it is now called by the Englifh, Nova
Scotia. The ifland of Madame lies in
the middle of the gut, but rather nearer
to Cape Breton than to the main; and
the paflage to this ifland is called the
Small, that from the ifland to Canceau,
the Great Paflage. On making the point
of Ifle Madame, we found that there was
ftill a great quantity of floating ice in the
Great Paffage, and, not thinking it pru-
dent to venture in our frail veffel amongft
: it,
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1=, we returned to Narrathoc, in order to
procure a {mall floop or vefiel that could
refift the 1ce.

Having accordingly provided one, we
embarked our little canoe in it, and, on
the 27th, the wind being as favourable as
we could with, got acrofs the paffage,
which 1s eight leagues, in three hours,
The men, who navigated the veflel to the
other fide, were very apprehenfive of fome
American privateers lying in the harbour
of Canceau, having feen feveral in the
bay two days before. Upon this intelhi-
gence, I gave my difpatches and papers
o one of the Indians, knowing well, that
the rebels never attempt to fearch® or
plunder any of thefe pecple. We were
however fo fortunate as to fee no priva-
teers on entering the harbour.

On landing at Canceau, 1 went to the
houfe of a Mr. Ruft, who is the princi-
pal man at this place, and atts as a juftice
of the peace under government, for which
he receives about 1004 per annum. The

in-
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inhabitants on the other fide, as well as
the people who brought us over, having
informed me, that this gentleman always
fupplied the rebel privateers with every
“neceflary that his ftores could afford, I was
determined to be very cautious in every
thing 1 faid in his prefence. Having paid
the perfon who brought us over thL gus,
and thanked him for his private intelli-
gence, I was conduéted to the houfe of
this Mr. Ruft, to whom I paffed myfelt
for the captain of the thip. He afked
me a number of queftions, the tendency
of which I could eafily perceive; and
therefore gave him as evafive anfwers as
pofiible. I found that he had a brother-
in-law, who was a firft lieutenant on board
a fixtee n gun brig belonging to the rebels,
which had gone out of the harbour of
Canceau the day before.

We remained in this place till three
o’clock the next morning, when, being
apprehenfive of treachery on the part of
our pretended friends, we fet off without

any mtlmanon of it to Mr, Ruft. From
p- this
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this gentleman I had purchafed a piece
of falt pork and about eight pounds of
bifcuit, which he faid was as much as he
could fpare, and for which I was obliged
to pay him at leaft thrice its value. We
were now to proceed in our canoe along
the coaft to Hallifax, and had reafon to
fear, that we fhould be again diftrefled for
provifions. However we were fo lucky
as to find, aswe coafted along, plenty of
lobfters and other fifh, which the In-
‘dians caught with prodigious: dexterity.
We were ten days going from Canceau to
Hallifax, during which interval we did
not meet with any fettlement, and faw
nothing worth mentioning, except a num-
ber of American privateers in different
parts of the coaft.

The Indians remained for a few days
at Hallifax; when, having received the
balance due to them, they took their de-
parture for the ifland. 1 was obliged to
continue here for two months longer, till
an opportunity ferved of a paflage, in the
Royal Oak, to New York; where I de-
| llvered
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livered my difpatches (in a very ragged
condition) to Sir Henry Clinton.

The reft of my fellow fufferers in.the
thipwreck foon after arrived at Hallifax
in a fhallop from Spanith River. The
captain, confcious of the reception he
would meet with, did not think proper
to go to his owner at New York, to give
an account of the lofs of his veffel; but
took his paffage in a fbip from Hallifax
to London, and now ferves as a pilot in
the river Thames. The mate was, on
account of his good condut during the
whole of our tranfattions, appointed by
a centleman in Hallifax to the command

ofoa fhip bound to the Weft Indies.

THE END,
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