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PREFACE. 

In presenting this \\~ork to the Public the 
Author humbly O!J:-:I'f\C:-:, tklt ofi the \r()rl~s 
named in the Title l'a,'!('IJ(' publislH·d and sold 
GOOO Copies, awl he is hol]>IIY tel S:IY tlil',' L;IYC 

met with the approl)ll(i{)ll of tlj(' Canadian 
Puhlil'. S(lIll!: }('ars ha\'(~ elapsed sillce their 
first publicatiou, hut durin'! that lilll<' the All
tlior has Iud 1)(,'-'1l an Ul1ojl";I'n inC! :-:pcctator of 
thl~ political (l('('lllTl'IlCI':-:, and the public afiilirs 
of the I'rmilw('. J t is tl)(' Proville(' of his 
birth, and tli(' dc('p ill1<'rt':-:t lie li·(·I;; for it..,: rC'al 
and pcrmalH'llt w('II;lr,', will prohahly :Ippcar 
in the pr('s(,lIt "(Irk, It is probably tlH' LI:-:t 
he shall 1>1'('S(,lIt t() the Puhlic, awl hI' \\ill 
there[01:c, ,,-ith unbia.";;;I'd frl'l'dolll d(·liY('r Iii., 
thoughts on the :-:I'parait' artick:-: nanll'll in tIlt, 
'1'itle Pa O'(' hOI)i11''- tllere).\-

~ , ~ ~ 

btl". To obtain ICll' this rlJitcd Prmill('C' a 
yalual;!t, market 101' it:-; stap!'· Ill" lelilce, in rt
llluncratillil 101' till' takil\" 011' (il'ti:,' Pro1t'ctill'" 

~ - n 

Duties, hy the total rE'lll'al of the llrit; . ..;h Cum 
Laws said tl) 1:11-.:(' place in Fcbruar.\- nnt. 

2dly. To prolllutc the establishmcnt of 
A~ricultural School Fanus, ,,'hereiu the mod
('m scicntific improYcrncIIt::: in l\.griculture--



1\' , 

~hall 1,(, tnught tu the .\!.!TieuItural Youth, with 
a yiew to promote the increased production 
,)f the soil, as (lJle antidote to the above named 
Jo:"s of the protecting duties on Canadian 
\Yhpat. 

3rdly. To call the Attention of Protestant 
Diyines of all IH'l':-'lI;tc;iollS, to the present state 
of the Protestant Hcli::inll, with a yi;'''- to de-
1I10Il"t I':ltl' the Ilcct':-,:-,ity and high advantages 
pf a Grand N al iUllal ProtC':-,tant Union of the 
various Sccl:-" into (jJ\(' NATIO~"\L PRO
TESTA~T Cl-Il-!{ClI: and 

Hhly. To show the pril(·tiC';t!.ility of pa.nng 
off the Y<1'c.;t burden of tilt' .\'"al il)llal Debt; and 
the .::]"('at advantages to the Trade, l\1anufac
tun's, Commerce, :'\ ayigation, and Public 
Improvements, which mll~t ensue to Great 
Britain and her Colonies by this great X ational 
operation. 

January, 1810. 



Iii t!:(~ J;.jlo\" inrr work 'Ie :-:klii tako illln 
1":\,14'\\ 1 he \ ;lri()IIS~tlhi"('1:"; tl;(':'('!)I~ in till' (ll'd!'r 

tl1(') ar(' n:lllled ill till:' Pn'''pcctlls p'lbli::Itr'd, 
l\lId lir:<1 OJ) ,\gri"ldiurc. Y\ 11;11 I ha\c 

puhlisll(,d 'Ill t!tis f'lIojcct ill till' '" rk.< 
1':llIlI'd ill I]H~ Pm~;I'I'I'III<. 11;1"'; cltil'lly n']ukd 
tf) 1]1f' 1':a:..;I,'1'11 part (d'the Prf)\illf'(', I shall 
Ill1'rl'i(Jre hriclly rt'('''plt'llatc (lllti ('\plaill lite 
!latllre of till' ],1;,11 1 tll''I'('in prllposcd f<Jr llt(~ 
,,<1':111("\: of tilt: ,\lIrintltul'l' oi'that !)art ,d' tlte 

C') 

I '"ilr'.! Pru, ;11('(', ,,,ith uils\'nati,qls ill Slifl]II,rt 

tl!('rt'(d~ aIltI with <lr;.!lltlwuts \\ Iitch I think "Ill 
('111<11,(,(' t]", plan f,iI ;:1,: ('ull:-:id('ratiull uf it-; 
CI I' ,'mlllent and Lcgislatllr('. 

I shall thl'1I i'l'!)(,.'!'d to ." :l}-.:j.]('r the l,J':"(llt 
slak 0(111f' l\~ri('ltllllif' o!'ti1<' \\Tl'''':~( III part 
of til<' Prmincl', ],oth as tel it" dUI1lE'stic con
dition and as relating to the \('1',\' importaIlt 
change ill tll., Jutic~; on \Yheat, Illat het-.: b~('u 
al1nOLUl('(,d to take place ill the PareIlt ~)Lte 
ill a ,\. ry slll 1ft pl'rioJ of time. 

As to the Agricultural state of Eastern Ca
nada, it Itil~ lung becIl :t general opinioll thut 



it is almost impossible to prevail on the French 
Canadian 'llll!itant to alter the mode of Agri .. 
culture his forefathers pursued. 

This adhcn'llcc to old mod('~ of "\griculture, 
('nil when proved so greatly inferior to that 
or modern discoH~rv, i~ hv no mcans confined 
to the •. habitans" 'of Ea'stern Canada. It is 
not jO ~-('ars ago since Scotland practised 
nearly as deficient a mode as Eastern Canada 
gI'Ilc]:ally does at this day. It was only during 
the last general war in Europe, that the high 
prices of grain induced some ,vealthy intelli
gent farmers to adopt the modern improve
ments into Scottish Agriculture, and thereby 
to lay the foundation for its present advanced 
and highly productive condition. It is true, 
however, that not"ithstanding some of the 
more intl'lligent FrcnchCanadianshave endea
youred to instruct their fellow-countrnnen in a 
more productivc mode of "\gricuJtUl:e, one of 
which writers I will mention-Mr. Perrault, 
who, some years since pUblisltl'd in Quebec, a 
very csccllent little book, on modern Agricul
ture; notwithstanding these attempts to rc
deem their countrY from a mode oL \ ariculturc . b 

now o\'solt'II', c\en in France, from ,,-hence it 
was brought to Canada, and notwithstandina 
these Canadians, by their mnl accounts, find 
tl~cir lands fallillg offin their yield of wheat from 
mgh 40 bushels per anI' or arpent which their 
forefathers frequently obtained, to 10 or 12 
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bushels, yet they,with surprising tenacity resist 
the adoption of the modern and more productive 
practice. It was on account of being well 
aware of this tenacity, that, in the plan I had 
proposed in former works, I had contrived to 
make it not only the interest of the French 
Agriculturists generally, to adopt this plan but 
also that each individual among them should 
feel his intetest in, and thereby reap profit 
from it. 

In order now to bring into prominent view 
the great advanbg(~ of an awakened zeal for 
Agricultural Improvements, as regards the 
quietude of the Ea~tern part of the Prorince, 
I shall here have to digress a littlo into its 
past and present condition. 

I verily be·liove that the almost total destruc
tion of the wheat crops by the "heat i1y, which 
was the case for G or 7 yrnrs, alld just about 
the period of the rebellion in It·\:Jo and 7, was 
in one respect nn incidental cause of that re
bellion. The French Canadian peasantry had 
alway~ be(,11 in the habit of consuming 11 great 
deal of ",heaten bread in their families. But 
by tho wheat tly they were obliged to feed up
on the inferior grain, oats and potatoes. I have 
myself observed amongthem the discontent this 
at first occasioned, and altho' they could not 
blame the Government on this account, still 
when a man is sllddonly reduced to more un
comfortable circumstances than customary, he 



i~ the more ready to receive tlit: impulse of 
tlissati"bction infused into him by discontent
ed and designing demagogues, and their nume
rous emiss<uiel". ~ ow I believe the introduc
tion of this destructive fly arose in great mea .. 
"Ufe from thewant of a sound and vigorous state 
of A.,~Ticulture. ,\ -e know that the use of lime 
is ,!Tl·ncral all uyer England and probably in 
France, and we know that lime is a great des
troyer of insects. I belicH" there ne\-er has 
been ((·.\(('pt perhaps by a few individuals am
ong the English brmers) any lime used in the 
soil or Eastern ('anada. 

Since tIl<' llll'nlorablc putting down of that 
outbreak, this part or the Province has been 
bles,..;ed ,vith tranquility. The vexed and long 
discussed question in the Legislature of ref(
ponsibility, has now apparently been settled, 
and the British (;on'rnment appears to have 
;Igreul to it, subject onJy, as in a Colony it 
must always be, to lhe discretion of its Gover
nor. T1Jj,~ i.., shown in a late dispatch of Lord 
r,"'i' 1 (' t' 1\.- "'. d '-' rcy s to t lC 10vernor 0 n ova ~CDtIa, an 
th,is ngJ'l'('s (·.\:\.ct_Iy with the Explanation I gave 
of tho true 111l'anmg of Lord John Russel's dis
patch uf 1839, on responsibility, in my ,,;rork 
OIl the past and pr('scllt'1 condition of rnited 
Canada, puuli,..;ltt'd ill ltiiO-:l1, Montreal. 

Thus the boon of ResponsiGlo Goyernment 
haH J)('('\I gin'B tu the Province. Sever
al IH'l";;flll::; u1' great practiCed knowlccllre 

1'"> 



of the Provine ial amlirs, and of considerable 
talents, are very dubious of the ultimate good 
effects of this responsibility. Reformers in 
general appear to be well satisfied with, and to 
take great pride in it. But it is YC'ry remark
able that the notc(l Monsif'ur PapiJl(';IU ap
pearf'l to he one of it:-: grc;I1('Rt cl}('Jl)i('s lIe 
would not believe in it; IJUt the rccent (ar't of tile 
present Governor haying choscn his new mill
istry from the majority of the hOllse, 111;1.\- per
haps convince his unl)('lit·\ ing :-:Olli. Tbl.~ man 
had declared in one of hi,,; lctit'l's to his con
stitllents, that be would not <I('('t'pt of (1 ~:cat 
in Parlianwnt hC'catl~:e Ilf' did not \yi,..1i to 
dividt' tll(~ Ret(l)·IllC'rs. His inconsistellcy i:-: 
therefore glaring in this in,,,tancc, bllt the 8~1I11" 
remark cannot bc applif'd to his tir"l. spl'('dl 
in that Parliament. That apl)('ars to k· pC'r
ft,ctly consistent with all his idc',ls and c()lIdud 
prey'iolls to the last rebellion. His t ,,-cl\ (' 
v('ars' hanishment from his nati\(' countrY ; 
the clemency of thf' Briti~,;jl GOYC'rnment' in 
restoring him to it, (which I hope 1m)' II' 'I 
turn out hereafter to have bcen done m:)l'e in 
folly than in wisdom)~all this seems to have 
effected no change whatever in his political 
course. In fact, it appears to me that lhese 
ancient ideas of his mind, he cannot eradicate, 
although he must see that so great a change has 
taken place in the Government of the country 
that tlH'Y arc totally inapplicable. This '\h. 
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Papineau is the reputed prIll-Ie moyer and leader 
of the late rebellion, at least until it came to 
blo'ws, which it appears he retired from 
yery adroitly. He is now clamouring about 
increasing the number of Eastern Canadian 
Members of Parliament. Does he not reflect 
that in consequence of that rebellion, the Brit
i:-:lt GUH'l'Ilment might have taken away the 
represcntatiYe form entirely, and instituted the 
old GoVel'lllllcnt of that part of the Province 
by Governor and Council, and that had it not 
been II)r the expedient of the Union of the Pro
vinces, which he so much deplores, that mea
sure "-OlllJ wry probably have been adopted. 
The public atlilirs of the United Province, con
taiuing about 12.:10 thousand souls, is carried 
on by~'J representatiyes,'while the public affairs 
of the population of Great Britain, amoull1 ing 
with her East India Colonies, which are virtu::' 
ally represented, to about 125 millions, is car
ried on by GG8 members. The ratio for the 
populatio'n of Pnited Canada would thcH,fore 
be about Gi members, ,,-lll'l'cns she has 81-
Now the object of endeavouring to obtain 

/ more Ea;-.;t('rll Canndian i\h'lllilcrs i:-: .. that )Ir. 
Papineau 1m! l\rs the majority would be French 
members, by which mean::;, as was the case 
in that part of the Province before the union 
the united Parliament woullI com8 under th~ 
S~\'tl} ?f that French Majority; and as I con
SIder It morally impossible that the British 

I 
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population of Eastern Canada would (.y(.], con
sent to that sway over them again, in case of 
the union being broken up, so I consider it 
morally and perhaps"physically impossible that 
they and the population of \\T estern Canada 
would ever consent to that sw~:y in a rnited 
Parliament. Such an occurrence would df'/~'at 
the very object of the Union, \\hich was t(, O]J

"iate the unlimited sway which the FrclJ('lt 111ft

jorities had in tile E;(':-:tc'rn C~1I1;ldi;lll Parlia
ment. The numoers of 1{f'prC's(,lltatin's are 
now equalli)l' ooth :-:CctiOllS "CtlLe lT ll il(d Pro
"ill(,('s; therefore 110 measure hostile to tll(' 
generalinterest:-: of the Eastern part (,(IlIld takl' 
phcl'. It is t11('rC'lor(' to 1)(' 1II'lwd the Driti:-:Il 
Goyernment will 01' U\\;trc' of tIll' danger of in
troducing U me;lSllrl' of the killd alluded to; 
and in lilc1 if tl\(' unillll should be br( ,ken up, it 
is possible the Eastern ProyiuCl' \\(Ilrld lta\C' til 
be goverlll·d by U (;o\,crnor ~llld ('ouncil. It 
appears to Ille that Papineau's political COll

ouct very much reseillbies that oflhn. O'Con
nell in Ircland. After twenty or thirty Years of 
monsier meetings and monster ~;,~;tations, 
where has he kit them'? In a state, perhaps a 
thousand /iJld worse than Yl'hcrc he found them; 
and I think the observation I baH' often mad,· 
on his policy ,viII equally appl~- to Papineau'S. 
The observation was, that it \\'as a thousand 
pities that O'Connell was not born with a zeal 
for the diftllsion of Agricultural ~cience equal 
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to the vast talents he possessed. Had that 
been 1he case "e should not have had our 
humane feelings so shocked hy the dreadful 
scenes of ,rant, starvation, and misery which 
ha YC so long existed in that unhappy land. So 
in Canada, 1\ fl'. Papineau must certainly 
huxe been many ,years aware of the ,Q"reat fal
ling-of}' in the products of the soil ji)}" ,,-ant 
solely of a re;,;t( )}'ative mode of AgTiculture. 
A kw years since, I made a tour through the 
TOWll!"hips east of Montreal. In a nearly unin~ 
habited part of one of them, I found a French 
Canadian woman livin~ ,,-ith her grown up 
family; on my asking ller why she had left 
the society of her acquaintance in Three Riv
(']'s, her native place? 'Monsieur,' she replied, 
'lcs terres n'y poussent plus,' 'sir,the lands there 
are worn out,' and I Yt'rih- believe that if the 
same sort of husbandry' be continu~d many 
YC<1l'S 1011;..','('1' in Eastern '( 'a;wda, the same c«s'e 
willlwl'pcll to many of its inh:tbitants as ,,·ith 
this poor wom;m. '" If you "'ish to do good 
to the French Agricultural population, said a 
virtuous French membcr of' the r nitcd Parlia
ment, during- its last Session in KingBton, teach 
then? how to grm" green crops." If then .i\I r. 
Papmeau have' any knowledrre of the science 
of modern Agricuhure, thel'~ is no doubt ho 
would do infinitely more good to his country
men, by difTusing a zeal for the practice of it 
among them, than by excitinO' their political 

• I:) 
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discontent. By this means, should he succeed 
in his efforts for this purpose of introducing the 
more productive system of Agriculture gene
rally, he would in some measure atone for the 
griefs and legal retributions he contributed to 
bring on them by the late revolts. But "'hether 
he chooses to exert his talents in this way or not, 
I feel well convinced that the most efficacious 
way of protecting that population from the 
baneful consequences of being led a:-:tray from 
the paths of peaceful industry, by the eyil sng
gestions of would-be demagogues and a,~itators 
is the rendering by Government and a patrio
tic l .. egislature, every encouragement to tho 
development of plaus that should be found 
competent to excite a zeal and a JOH~ of scien
tific Agriculture, in the minds' of the Canadian 
Agriculturalists. The practice of A ,,:!;riculture 
in its rudest state is healthy, independent, 
and honourable. But 'when to that practice 
is added scientific knowledge, observation and 
perhaps the hope of discovery, it must be c\:
trenH'ly interesting, and it would then not only 
profitably employ the lauour of the husband
man, but probably offer him abundant interest
ing matter for conversation in his leisure 
hours. 

It is true that a few Agricultural Societies 
have established themselves in this part of the 
Province. The design is meritorious, but it 
does not appear that they have yet produced 
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any material change in the mode of Agricul
ture of the habitant peasantry. The endea
vours of these societies to amend the breed of 
cattle and ploughing, may have been of some 
avail; but with respect to these societies, I 
beg leave to say that in my humble opinion, 
what is chiefly wanted is, to encourage a 
greater production of wheat to the arpent or 
acre. If a premium 'were given to the farmer 
who should produce the greatest number of 
bushels to the acre; a premium sufficiently 
large to make it an object to him to increase 
the ploughing and harrowing of the soil, and 
to add the rotation of fertilizing green crops 
and the forming of manure compost heaps, he 
would probably do so, and having done so at 
first ,yith a yie,,," to the large premium (which 
perhaps should not be less than £8 or £10) he 
would, on finding the profits of this greater 
yield of his land, continue this mode of Agri
(;ulture on its O\vn account. 

I shall now state the natuioe of the plan I 
had proposed in my late work for the introduc
tion of the modern system of Agriculture in 
the Eastern part of the Province. 

The great discovery of the productive ef
~ects of alternate grain ~nd green crops, which 
IS now generally practIsed m all countries at 
all advanced in Agricultural knowledge, has 
n,ever th~t I a~ aware. of be~n adopted by the 
French CanadIan AgrIcultuflsts. Those who 
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reside ncar the Towns, it i,.,; true, h<:1:re opl'()j'
tunities of seeing the advantages of this mode 
of Agriculture reaped by the old country 
farmers. But the bulk of the Ag;:icultural 
population reside at considerable distances 
from the towns, and are probably unacquainted 
with the fJup(:rior yield of this mode. In order 
therefore tu introduce a tlj()r()ll~,dl knmdcrl!!l~ 
of it through the entire of the Fr~'Jlcl1 Canadian 
settlements; 1 have propn..;ed in the plan 
to hire one' tC'11"e,' or farm, in ['ycry 6th or 7th 
Parish of the Eastern ill'< ,vince settled hy 
French Canadiall:-:, !-,iy jll,~ tk· prd;'reIlcc to the 
hn\('st ofrer. For e:lch of t!tC'ile School Farm:" 
a person ,,'cll acqllainted with the practice of 
the modern ~\!.!TjCltltlln' j", to be provided, who 
is to engage tu work the fium ;Lccordin~ to th(~ 
modern syskm in the most eCI)\ I ()lllical man-
1H,)". Th'e mnlcrs of the farm (1) rc..;idc there
on, with hi" fiunily, ,llld to ;Igr('e to as;3i,~t in 
the workinrr thereof under tl:t' direction of ,..., 
tl\(' al()l"I':-:aid "\griclllturi:-:l, the mmer kin:; 
paid I()r Ilis labollr. Thc (:mn to IH' hired fiJr 
G ()r 7 ycar . ..; ,IS an Espcrilllental School FaLil 

nlHI the 0\\11('], to agrc(', proyidillg hI' finds 
till' 111:1111' of ,\:",ril'ultllri' followed I III the f~trln 
to be more producti\'e than the old moJe, that 
he "ill adopt it ,,,hen the lease of the 1;l1':11 is 
out. The llilwl Agriculturist to keep n:.2:uhr 
accounts of the wurki]\l" of the fm-Ill, (.1' the ,..., 

products and sales thereof~ and to giYC in the 
I 
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amoun t thereof annually, OJ' oftener, to the 
commissioners appointed by the government or 
Legislature to hire and inspect the said agri
cultural farms. By this mode it is expected 
that these farms will, by prudent management 
of the aO'riculturist on each of them, be enabled ,.., 
nearly to pay their expences, and any extra 
profit remaining to go to the agriculturist as a 
reward for the good management of the farm. 
At the end of tile 5 or 7 vcars for "hich the 
farm is hired, it would Le gi"V'en up to the 
owner, and another hired in one of the other 
Parishes, and worked in the above said 
manner, by the said agriculturist. By this 
plan, therefore, a .knowledge of the modern 
system of farming may be diffused through 
every part of the Province; and it is 
conceived the hiring of the farms in the 
above manner will interest a great number of 
the habitant farmers who will thereby get a 
fair compensation in money for the hire of 
their farms. But the success of the farms "ill 
also great~y .depend on a .due inspection, by 
the commISSIOners aforesaId, of the manacrinO' 
agriculturists on the farms as to their llO~est 
economical management thereof, and their 
agricultural skill in working them. It would 
be advantageous if the agriculturist on these 
farms understood to speak French, but if that 
can~ot always be, there are many French Ca
nadIans who speak English and could be hired 
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to work on tile farm. \\"hen the very great 
advantages that will occur in the Province, 
if these Agricultural Experimental Farms can 
be made succe~sful in introducing the produc
tive modern mode of AgricultlJn: into general 
usc alnong the FrenchAgricultural population, 
it i~ hoped a!ld IJt;jieved that g~'ntlemen will 
readily be found willing to ad as commission
ers, fur a moderate salary, to clli:r:t this great 
useful and honourable purpose. 

I Hhall close tJli,,,; subject of tll~ A~Ticulture 
of the Eastern part of the Province with all 
observation addrl'ssed principally to the atten
tion of tile llIinisi('r." .ill."t now COllie into power 
and the Legislative Members in the House of 
Asseiltbly. After having sought I~espon~iblt'; 
Government for ~several year:', they htl vo now 
obtained it. The IlIi;,;ctably low state uf .\QTi
culture in the Seigneurics of Eastern Can~da, 
has long ])(,Cll notorious. "'ill it not be a 
glorious thing for this l\Iinistry if they can re
store the AgTiculture of this country t'l a pro
dllctirt~ and pro~pcrous 5tate~ It would, indeed, 
be \\orthy the attention of the most enlighten
ed Governmcnt,for, should the plan for restor
ing the land to fertility stlcceed, they ,,-ould 
have the honour of conferring a greater bless
ing on their country than has eYer yet been 
done; and another higher blessing would pro
bably result from this eYE'nt, they would. pro
bably secure tho tranquility and content of 
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their country, and place them beyond the 
reach of the unhappy agitations of discontent .. 
ed demaITocrues ; e:-,-cite in tL,_' Agricultural po
pulation b a °zeal for the improved scienee ~f 
A!.!Ticulture. Teach them how to better theIr 
o';n condition ]'Y its industrious and perseyer
ing practice, and tltey will look upon all ?-t
tempts to sow disscn::::ioll among them WIth 
merited scorn. 

In a ,,-ork published in :'Iontreal some 
years sincc, on this same subject, I stated 
that, l'('Spectill~' the plan for introducing the 
modern more productive system of Agriculture 
generally, among the French Canadian Agri
culturists in Ea:e:tcrn Canada, there was no 
body of men more seriously interested therein 
than the .Montrcal.\Ierchants, that the number 
of importin.!.!; mcrchants in 'Vestern Canada, 
,,,as increasing <,lll1u;dl:,-, and would continue 
so to do, and that, (18 tilnt Iwanch of trade ,,'as 
slippjn~' ii'om 1;11'11' hatH]s. it would be wise and 
prudent in them to use all their influence to 
advance the Agriculture of their part of the 
Province, tit!'1'I'h.\' illC'fC:l.sing the production 
of the soil, and placing its rural population in 
a position that would enable them to become 
yaluable customcrs to those Montreal l\Ier
chants. The eyent is turnin a out I beIieye 

b' , 

as I represented. The trade of :l\Iontreal is 
said to be greatly declinina ; and numbers of 
the French population, being, I presume, un-
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able to gain a sufficient Jiving, owing to the 
exhausted state of their lands, are cmigrating 
from the Eastern portion of the Province. 

I now proceed to consider the present state 
of the Agriculture of Western Canada. 1 re· 
member when I was a boy at scbool in Eng. 
land, r<~ading an accouut of L"pper Canada, in 
Salmon's Geographical Gra!lllllar. This was 
about tile year 178;>, I" (IS thell informed it 
was in a state of nature, rocks and \\()ud:" The 
Ff<~llch selll('lIwlll ill Cataraqlli, and a few 
small settlemellts ill tho "V(,f41t'ru District, all 
1 hat \\:lS nl(), What 111('11 mURt he Illy :-wlIsat ion 
in 1 r;m ·lling through this land nl' lI1y birth in 
the pn':wllt d;IY! Several ()f ()IIJ' COY('rtl()I'S and 
transicnt traY('llcl'S liaH' indcecl.!2'jven magnifi. 
Ci('llt descriptions of Upper Canada, but the 
}'( ':I </1'1' lila V conee j "C thc diilerelH'c of their 
1""II~ati( )IlS 'ti'om millt'. I 1(~('1 it 1'1('a~lIfc at the 
view nr(~\t'l'V wcll ('lIltivated farm, as ifit werc 
my own; h(~ppil~r slill shalll Ill', if allY Sll~
gestiolls I may make' in this work for awaken· 
in" in the millds ()I' \V('sternCanadiun .\gricul
tu;ists, a zeal and Inve for the scientific .\.!.!,Ti
clliturc of thc prescnt day shall 1)(' SIlCCC'SS/ul. 

Thc contemplation of tile state of agriculture 
in \V('st('rn Canada, is, thank God, br more 
pleasant than that of the Eastern portion. 
Here, wC' may oftcn meet with lands yield. 
ing as w('1I as in the old country, ~5 to 30 
hushels per acre; on new lands generallytn ; 



idill sometimes on old land;::, if under the hanJ.~ 
of (Tood farmers. The reputed average 
pro(luced on the lands of all Engl.and, is 
stated to be ~;:; bushels per acre. ThIs state
ment is from the historical register of an old 
date, but since that the great improvements 
in agricultural science of Day.,", Liebig, John
ston and others, being now I believe much 
practised by the more intelligent farmers, the 
~lyera~e yield of aJl England is probably in
n('a~ed. Of late Ycars, indeed, I have heard 
that in mallY pill'l,,' of this Province, from the 
effects of winter kijJings, rusts, &c.; the ayer
a~c yield could not be considered more than 
I:.! to }.") bushels per acre. and we shall in the 
course 01" this work endeavour to suggest re
medies or prcventatiH.'s of the above diseases. 

I InH', howeycr, to pr(,llli~e that the present 
work i'3 Hot to be considered a" a set treatise 
on agriculture. I:tlll \H'II CU:I\ i!lced that the 
established farmers in \Yestern eana(h. in 
:~.tei:eral wdl acquainted with the general rou
tine of agricultural practice as is best suited to 
1 he climate and the n:lture of the soils of their 
resp?ctive h~ll~ls. I purpose therefore merely 
to bOlYe a bnei statemellt of the mode of A (Tri· , ~ 

~ulture gf:lIl'rall'y P!'acti,-;,'d; to suggest reasons 
101' adnptmg such lIllpruH'lllcnts as arc practi
cable, and \\ill ht, required by the chanO"e in 
our relations with Great Britain, as respects 
the duties on ",heat imported. I shall also of-



fer suggestioIls,as above stated, for the preven
tion of some diseases which have of late years 
made their appearance to the great diminution 
of agricultural crops. 

There are three hundred and twenty-six 
townships in \Vestern Canada, besides numer
ous villages and settlements, according to 
~mith's Gazetter, published in Toronto in 1840 
-a work,apparently of great merit and utility, 
and especially in the sound and just u\):,cna
tions he makes on the folly of pcr~oll,'-: quitting 
this part of United Canada in the vain expec
tation of finding a "Paradi:·w" in the Cuitl'd 
States. \\'hat he says in p. ~58 of hi~ work, 
on the subject of settlement in Canada i~ 
especially worthy of remembrance. .• The 
"settler,un]ess II(' has been guilty orthe foll~-(d' 
" planting himself down \)('yond the bounds of 
" civilization and of roaos, may always com
" mand a fair price, and cash f(.:Ir what he can 
" raise, he need never he bcyond the reach of 
"medical attendance, cllUrches, schools; he 
" can obtain as much land as h(' nC'ed 'rish to 
.. purch:,s(' at a tail' and moderate rate, he 
" knows that ",hatcH'r prupcrty h(' il("fjllires i,; 
"as secure as ifhe had it in England,lli:" landed 
" property, ifhe b:lS any, is p"r:tdll,dh- ill'l'c:',-;
" ing, and if he is only l;lOde:ately c';~'cful, and 
I' industrious, he need have no anxiety for 
"the future; his sons growing up,' and 
"as they grow, (lc(luiring a knowlcdgl' 



"of the country and its customs, and of th~ 
"mode of doing business in it, if steady, will 
"find no difficulty in succeeding in any business 
"they may select, or may be qualified for." 
In confirmation of what he :"(1 ys on the increas
ing value of lands, in \\ ~ ester'n Canada, I can 
state a fact that came to my knowledge when 
I followed the 1)l!~jllC'SS of a Land Agent some 
years ~jllce. A person gaye me about 1000 
acres to sell for him at :'?Us. per acre, about 30 
miles north of Toronto. I told him one day 
I was offered l.Js. Cy. per acre, which he re
fused, a gentleman standing by at the time, 
told him he thought he was losing by refusing, 
as the interest of his money was constantly 
increasing. Sir, said he, I can show you the 
contrary of that, for twenty-nine years ago, I 
gave only Is. 3d. Cy. per (Jere for that land, and 
now I will not take less than 20s. On the sub
ject of youth being brought up as Mr. Smith 
says above, "steady," I will mention another 
anecdote ,vhich occurred to me travellinO' in 
this \Vestern Canada. Offering my late wOork 
on the Creation, for sale to an intellicrent farm
er; he said "Yes, sir, I will buy /our work 
if you will Sl'll it cheap, for I believe it isa 
good one; and I will tell you why I buy it: it 
is because my opinion is, considerino- tIie pres
se,nt state ?f society and tbe world, tl~~t nothing 
WIU save It but the .g~neral distribution of good 
books among the nsmg generation, and I cer-
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tainly believe if in any country it is wise in . a 
parent to encourage in his sons a turn for the 
knowledge that good books will give him, 
it is in Canada, where youth not restrained by 
a love of useful knowledge, are in danger of 
seeking amusements from injurious sources." 
Mr. Smith states in his work, that in 1844 there 
were in the Upper Province two million seven
teen thousand and 115 acres land under culti
vation, 175,604 milch cows, 139,581 oxeIi and 
horned cattle over two years old. 
We now come to consider,as proposed aboye, 

the present state of the Agriculture of this 
Western part of United Canada, both as to it~ 
present condition, and as relating to the Ycory / 
important change that has been announced is 
to take place in a short time, on the duties of 
grain exported to the parent state. 

The mode of Agriculture generally pursued 
in Western Canada, though not yet arriy('(l at 
the same state of perfection as in the Mother 
Country, is yet much superior to that of the 
Eastern part of the Province, that is to say, 
among the French Canadian Agriculturists. 
There, about one half of the arable land on 
('ach farm is sown do:\vn in wheat and oats, and 
then cattle is turned in to graze on natural grass 
on the other half, which is next se.ason sown 
with grain, and the cattle turned on the stubble 
of the last year; by this mode all the-manure 
the wheat and oats .gets is that of a few half 
fcd cattle grazing on the un80wn land the pr('~ 
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vious year. The consequence has been that 
the lands, instead of producing 30 to 40 bushels 
of wheat per arpent (French acre) do now. 
seldom yield an average of not more than 10,and 
often not near so much. In WesterPl C;mada, 
the gene;ral mode, as I am informed, is to sow 
wheat on the new land for a year or sometimes 
two, then fallow for wheat, after that oats, or 
rye, and when the land begins to fall off in pro
duce it is seeded down for grass for a few years, 
which-is found to restore the land. Still, it is 
not uncommon to hear of purchases of lands 
being made by persons coming into· the Pro
vince, which are fGund to be nearly worn out. 
N ow we know that lands in the Old Country 
which have been under cultivation for hundreds 
of years are still kept in what is called "good 
heart," by a proper system of Agriculture, that 
is,by a proper rotation of grain and green crops 

. by liming or bone-dusting the land after a cer .. 
tain number of years. 

It appears indeed that the mode of Agricul. 
ture in Western Canada, has been considered 
by its Legislature to stand in need of improve
ment, for an Act has been passed for encourag. 
ing Agricultural Societies, which provides:-

" That when any Agrioultural Sooiety for the pur
pose of importing any valuable stock, or whatever 
might condll:ce to the improvement of Agriculture, 
shall be constituted in any District of Upper Canada 
and shall make it appear by certificate under the 
hal'lQ. of the Treasurer of such District Society th~t 



the sum of not 1ef's than £2:) has been actually sub
seribed and paiJ to the Treasurer by the sewra1 
Agricultural Societies of such District, the PresiJ
cnt of said Soeicty shall make application, ('nellls
ing the said ccrtificate to the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, or person admini:-:1erins the goycrnment 
ill the ProviIlC(~, 10 js:-;m; his "Tarrant 1() tlw RecL,j\" 
('r General in f«\'Imf of the Treasurer of said ~(I("i,.tv 
for treble the amount that shall haye been paiJ ~r 
f'lli l,";f'ri bed in such District aforesaid. Proyidl'd 
always, that tile allnual snm to Lt' granted to L'adl 
District shall not exceed the sum of £250," 

These District l\gricultural S(,cieti('s in UIl

isou with the general or Pru\illcial SuCi('1y, 
Ita \(~ bl'I'II, and probably "ill continue tl) 1)(', 
or I-!TI'at u:-:c ill ditrusilI~' an emulation throu~'h 
till! 1'/'1 l\ illCt', Tile illllH'Oyill,g tIll' bl'l'l'ds (l 
(';I111e i:-: of~T('at importance tt) it:; trade a1l<1 
c( lll1IlWl'l·.C; hut I han' Il('rc to repeat the 01>
H('nation 1 made in page 11, whl'll treating on 
tl)(! ag'J'jl'lIlture of Eastl'l'll ('<Inada, I1;IIlIl·h·, 

that I C(lll:-:i<il'l' (hat the 0TU\\ th of ,\heat is (l\ 

I~ll' the 1I1(l:-:<t important ""'bl',lllcli of agricllltlll<~' 
I h('rl~ n'pcat, thcrl'li l1'(', my opinion" tllat if 
a PI'CIlliulll \I ('n' given by thl':":c socil'ties to 
till' limller who should /)roduce the greatest 
Illlllllwl' ()f bu:,.:ltds of wheat to the acre; a pre
miulll suHicicntly /ar~c to make it an object 
jiJl' hilll to illCrL'a:-;(~ tltl' number of ploughin!2,'s 
and harro\\'ill,~':'4 of the soil, and to add to thi"i 
tl\(~ rotation (J/' fertilizing: grccn crops; he 
would IH'obahl,\- du su, ilmi haying <l(llle so at 

, H 
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first with a view to this large prize or premium, 
(which perhaps should not be less than £10 
or £l~) on finding the profits of this mode hy 
the greater yield of his land, he would adopt 
and continue this improved mode of agriculture 
on its own account. 

It is certain that the extension of Agricultu
raJ Societies through the Province, could never 
have come in a more opportune time than the 
present. EYer since this Province has been 
settled, the mother country has received its 
agricultural produce into her ports, on a more 
ta.yourable scale of duties than she did that of 
foreign nations. A great portion of the popula
tion of this Province must have come out to it, 
and iuvested their capital and theil' enterprise, 
their time and their labour in it,-on the 
strength of these regulations of the Mother 
Country; but within a year or two, great 
changes are making in her conduct in this par .. 
ticular. It is even stated in an Act of Parlia.., 
ment passed for this purpose, that in a 
month from the present time, all these favour., 
able duties towards her colonies are to cease, 
and the wheat of all foreign nations is to be 
imported into Great Britian on equal terms 
with ours. If this change in the corn trade 
is really to take place, it is already incumbent 
on our agriculturists to discover' means of 
meeting it, and perhaps there arc none more 
likcly to do so thq,n increased producti0l1 ofth6 
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soil, obtained by a general introduction of the 
modern system of agriculture. Fallow
ing the land has been a long time practised 
very generally in England. Oflate years, how
ever, it has been found to be a fact in Agricul
ture, that instead of losing the crop on the 
year of fallow, a crop of esculent vegetables, 
such as potatoes, turnips, especially Swedish 
turnips, &c., might be taken from the fallow 
ground, not only without diminishing the yield 
of the grain crop of the next year, but that the 
crop of grain was actually increased thereby. 
Another great advantage of rotation or green 
crops is the quantity of food for sale or for 
rearing cattle which they produce; and they 
are therefore now in general use in all great 
turning countries. And another advantage of 
these rotation crops, is derived from the 
greater quantity and richness of the cattle 
manure. 

Liming or bone-dusting the land, is also 
found in the old countries to be a powerful 
means of increasing the products of the soil., 
This, I believe, is generally done; at least as to 
lime, once in seven years, and the quantity of 
lime probably slacl{ed is from 200 to 300 
bushels per acre, equal to half the quantity 
of stone lime. In the Eastern States of Am
erica, where liming is now coming generally 
into use, the qll6.ntity per acre does not, I be
lieve, exceed 40 or 50 bushels, but the use of 
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it is found so beneficial, that, as it is stated by 
Judge Buel ill his agricultural works, lime is 
often carted to the farm 12 or 15 miles. Now 
limestone abounds in rpany parts of Canada, 
and there is not a doubt, if judiciously used 
according to the nature of the soil, it will be 
found equally advantageous as it does in the 
old country, or in the states. of America. 
There is another mode of manurIng land prac
tised with great effect in Epgland and Scot
land. This is by means of compost heaps or as 
they are called in Scotland middies. !fhese 
are formed by alternate layers of vegetable 
mould or virgin er.1'th, dung, ashes, fr·esh or 
spent, and lime. The percolation of the rains 
carries the solution of the lime or ashes through 
the compost heap; and some ofthese composts, 
if well prepared and turned, arc ilaid to be as 
efficacious on the soil as cattle maQure. Now 
Canada offers most abundant means of making 
these composts. Black swampy soil is com
mon on some part of almo.st every farm. This 
black earth is mostly composed of vegetable 
organic matter which the lime could npt fail 
of con~rting into nutritive food for the crops, 
an~l b~ a~ternate layers of this black swampy 
SOlI, vIrgm earth, decayed branches, sweepings 
or rubbish of any kind, and cattle manure, 
always putting a sufficient quantity of lime be
twcon each layer of the above, I have not 
a doubt that very valuable compost' heaps 
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tnight be formed. In fact, it is possible that 
the use of lime in this Province might be best 
employed by the means of these composts, 
at least in those parts of it in which limestone 
rock is not found and lime dear. Having now 
stated the means that I think would be very 
available in the present condition of our agri. 
cultural prospects in relation to Great Britain. 
I shall now as stated above, offer to the Agri~ 
cultural reader some ideas on the subject of 
the recent disease in the potato crops, and 
on some of the diseases to which Ollr wheat 
crops arc too subject. In otder to explain tho 
origin of my ideas on these diseases, and oftllo 
means of cure which wore thereby suggested 
to me, I have to relate a very singular agri
cultural experiment of which I had an authentic 
account in my tour through the Townships 
cast of MontreaL As stated in my account 
above, of the Agriculture of Eastern Canaua; 
a very destructive insect culled the 'Vhcat 
Fly, had for several years previous, and at the 
time of my tour through these towIlships, taken 
off almost the entire crops of wheat, some far~ 
mel'S losing one third, some one half, and some 
all their crops. Walking to my lodgings in 
one of these townships one evening; I fell in 
with a labourer on one of the farms on IJl\" 

road, and asking him whether he had grown 
any wheat on the· farm he worked at, and what 
SOl·t of a crop he had, he said he had a very 
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goou crop; and on mentioning my surprise at 
tiJis, as all the farms I had called upon from 
",Iontn"d down, had lost most of their crops. 
The man, who was Yorkshire, said" I call't 
help that, I tell Y011 wC' had a n'r~' good crop." 
\f ell, said I, I am glad to hear it, will you tell 
lIIC how you Jlla]\:t,~('d to get so much better a 
crop than your lIeighb01ll"s t ""r ell," said he, 
"all I (';111 S;IV i:-:;' mv mistress ordered me 
whell 11l(' ,rheat was rlOIH' lIuw('l'ing to choose 
a mornillg ,\hCll there was plenty'- of dew on 
the ears, to take a bag of ii-esh slacked lime 
Oil illY back and to throw it over the cars of the 
",1\(';;1. which I did, and I tell you we had a very 
good cr(ll'." N('xt day, an old acquaintance 
,,·ho o""llCd a flum in the township gave me a 
('a:-:t in his ,gig, and on pas:-:ing that lady'S 
f~lrm, I mentioned the conversation I had with 
the Y orkshireman. "The man told YOU the 
truth," said he, " that woman got 2U -bushels 
to the acre of wheat, which considering 
the losses of her neighbours, was certainly 
a good crop_" ]\'" ow, as the "heat fly is said 
tu have made its appearance in the eastern 
part of Western Canada, the above anecdote 
lllay be useful to its agriculturists. 

It appears that this lady'S wheat ,,'as neither 
attacked by the fly or the rust, and it being 
by no means an expensive experiment, I re
ally cOllRitlcr it will be worthy of a trial aO'ainst 
tlJe rust, "hich it) so often very dcstructi\·e to 
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the wheat crops in Western Canada. But it 
would probably be required for the purpose of 
getting to the stalk of the wheat, with the lime 
dust, that the trenches should be made nar
rower for that purpose. 

There are I believe, two theories of the 
cause of rust. One ascribes it to an insect; 
the other to atmo~pheric causes, to a hot burn
ing sun after hot rains; and this last, I am in
clined to believe, is the true cause, for I have 
observed that the rust (:omes on very soon 
after hot rains, and sudden heats ensuing them. 
But whichever of these be the real cause, the 
use of lime-dust fresh and strC!ng is likely to 
be of service, for jfthe insect theory be correct, 
lime is a great destroyer of the insect tribes, 
and if the wheat could be coated with lime be
fore these hot rains come on might it not pro
tect the stalk from them? Lime is a tonic, and 
I conr,eive it would, by giving a tone to the 
stalk, prevent the hot sun from injuring its or
ganization. At all events it seems to me on ac
count of the groat loss frequently arising from l 

rust in Western Canada, lime-dusting is worth 
a trial. 

Again, with respect to the potato disease, 
that mysterious destructive scourge which 
within this few years has made its appearance, 
I believe in all parts of the world where the 
plant grows; which-seems to defy the skill of 



our hest (lfTriculturists anu also of the scientific. 
philosoph~r. Sometimes it Im~ been asc:ri1?eu 
to a natural U('C:;IY or destructIOn of the vItal 
powers of the plant. Borrowing their .arg~-
1ll('11L~ Jj·c llll GeoJO[!T, those who mamtam 
this opinion, tell us t'hat fossil plants which are 
found to have cxi:;;tcd at one periou of the 
earth's agc haye disappeared in another, and 
they suppose the same j:-; to be the case with the 
potato, but, if this "~l'l'e the case, if the 
yitality of the potato was over, it would 
be the case with all potatos, but we know 
that in ditferent parts ofthe saIne country some 
fields of potatos of the same kind as those 
which had perished in other places remain en
tirely uninjured. It is true, that the. cause 
of tilis gl'.llcral disease cannot be ascribed to 
either ,,'eli! or climate, because it is. found to 
have taken place in evcry kind of soil and cli
mate. The (l!,.;wasc has also been ascribed by 
some, to an insect, but, as the smallest insect 
can be discerneu by powerful microscopes, if 
that cause were generally true, it woulLl before 
this iuyc IWCll generally known and alloweu. 
There is one observation I wish to make on 
this di:..;onler of the potato. As it is founLl 
to take place at the sallle time almost all over 
the world, Illil\ it Bot 1)(' owill,r to some (fl'l1C'-

L ~ b 

ral change in the composition of our earth's 
atmosphere; to the accession of some gase
ous matters which it <lid not formerly contain. 
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I have ~ot heard that any analysis of the at., 
mosphere of any country where the disease 
has prevailed, has been made, with a view to 
detect its cause; bufconsidering the univers
ality of this disease, I should think such ana
lysis well worthy the attention of men of sci
ence, especially, when we reflect on the dread
ful effects of the loss of this plant to countries 
w here it forms a great part of the sustenance 
of their inhab~tants, for example, cur unfortu
nate fellow subjects in Ireland and Scotland; 
for should it be possible to discover or detect 
any noxious gas in the atmosphere, it is abo 
possible that some decomposing antidote might 
also be found to render that gas innoxious. 

To conclude this subject of rcmedial moa
sures in the above. diseases, in wheat and the 
potato, I have to state that it was on ac
count of the agricultural fact, I have above 
stated, I had met with in the Townships east 
of Montreal, that I formed an idea that the 
potato disease might perhaps be prevented by 
me ailS of lime having ob~erved that the disease 
(d' the potato, sometimes came on about the 
same time as the rust in wheat. I considered 
it might be from a similar ca,use as stat~d in 
a foregoing page, warm rains and then a hot 
sun affecting the organization of the plant. 
This idea I formed in the fall of 184p, and in 
the course of the ensuing winter I was agreeably 
Lillrprised, to find)t ,stated in an English paper 
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that the Surcreon of the Bank of England a gen
tleman who it appearf', lectures on scientific 
f'uhject:-; to several societies, stated th?-t the 
disease of the potato was caused byanlllsect 
called the "Vastator"; that they might be 
entirely destroyed by the use of lime-dusting, 
which was the very idea I.had formed in 1846, 
the only difference between us being that he 
stated the underside of the plant must bc limed 
as well as the uppef. This gentleman spoke 
of this remedy as a perfectly certain one- It 
has been also stated in the English papers, 
that a farmer had planted three separate acres 
with potatos, alongside of each other, two of 
them without lime, and one with 200 bushels 
of lime, harrowed into the soil, and that 
the two without lime were all rotted, but the 
acre with the lime "as cntirely uninjured. 

To prevent the Rot in the Potatr), 
From the Patriot, 12th May, 1848. 

Spread a little slacked lime under the seed, 
and cover the see~l about two inches deep, 
then spread more lune upon the ,,-hole surface 
of the field to the amount ofIOObusheJs slacked 
lime per acre. What is put on the surface 
may be rock, but what is put under the seed 
must be slacked. I have tried the above for 
the hist three successive years, and haye not 
found one rotten potato, when the lime was 
applied, although my ncighLours lost great 



quantities by the rot the same years, and not 
only so, but on two other crops. I tried a 
part of the same field with lime, and another 
part without it, and lost the greater part of my 
crop by the rot, for want of lime, for though 
the unlimed part of the field was as productive 
as that which was limed, yet at the last of Nov. 
three-fourths of the produce was lost by rot. 
Future crops will be improved oy the liming, 
for 5 or .6 years after. A farmer states in the 
New York Evan!{clist, that the addition of half 
a pint of lime to each hill increased bis crop 
of potatos at the rate of 100 bushels to the 
acre, more than those planted in a similar soil 
without lime. Two farmers known to the sub
scriver, who applied lime, declare they had 
not one rotten potato, althOllgh the mqst of 
their neighbours lost heavily~ 

(Signed,) 
JOHN MARTIN. 

IIcmmingfurd, Eastern Townships, ecl/W,/t! ElIst, l 
May 1st, 18-18· 5 

Thus I have the pleasure of finding a 
remedy I had recommended to many farmers 
two summers since, is confirmed as above. 

I have to make the same observation on the 
use of lime therefore for the potato, as I have 
above on the subject of rust in wheat, that 
whether it be caused by insects or the atmos
phere, lime is likelI to do good, either by de
stroying the insect, or giving a tone and stren-
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gth to the plant, to enable it to resist t~lC at
mospheric cause. I now conclude tlus part 
of the subject, hoping that some of our more 
intelljrrent and industrious farmers will give a 
fair trial to the foregoin a suggestions for find
illg a remedy for the ve~y destructive diseases 
which annually destroy a great amount of 
agricultural produc e, and will here take the op
portunity bf oflering one more suggestion con
cerning another disease which often attends 
crops of fall \\"heat, namely what is called here 
"winter killing." This often commits such 
rayagcs in fall wheat crops, that the farmers 
are obliged to sow spring wheat in the spring 
in their room. 

Now I have heard many years ago, that in 
some parts of the Eastern ~tates they avoid 
this ,,-inter killing, by ploughing in their seed 
when sown in the fall. But whether this would 
answer in Western Canada, I leave for our 
farmers to determine, though I should conceive 
it ought to answer here as well as there.* 

'I' 1 wi::;h abo to givc one observation on the Hessian Fly, 
and a eertain grub which has latcly begun to damage the 
wheat crop in Western Canada. These insects are jU3t as 
likely to be destroyed by fresh slacked lime-dusting, as the 
wheat fly or rusl above stilted to be prevented thereby, and 
as the wheat could be much rilore easily got at, at the 
period when insects attack the plant, the alteution of far
mers is particularly called upon to this remedial experi
ment. Probably if the lime be laid on before the insect 
comes it might prevent them; or if later it Plight destroy 
them. 
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I wish also to make another observation on 
the unavoidable necessity that will arise, 
(should the event I have before mentioned 
respecting wheat antI flour, exported to Great 
Britain, from Canada, take place,) for the 
Agriculturists of Canada to adopt a more pro
ductive system of Agriculture. This is I be
live only to be found, by the skilful use of the 
plough and harrow, liming the soil, green or 
rotation crops, abundant manuring Ly cattle, 
dung and urine by well formed compost heapE', 
or middies, so called in Scotland, or by the 
proper use of such artificial manures as have 
been lately discovered and now much used in 
the old countries, which are adapted to each 
particular kind of soil, as shown in latc books 
on Agricultural Chemistry. Among the modes 
of fertilizing the soil, 'perhaps a judicious lim
ing of it is onc of the most successful; for 
without liming the soil, it is generally allowed, 
that the old country farmer could not pay his 
heavy rents, tithes, and taxes. But if the above 
named event take phce in the wheat trade to 
Great Britain a like obligation for productive 
agriculture will press upon the Canadians, as 
upon the farmer in the old country. • In many 
parts of Canada, nature has freely offered to 
the agriculturists the means of fostering and 
restoring his, soil by great formations of lime
stone. And in order to show to agriculturists 
of Canada, the great value of liming their soil, 
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:md of rotation crops of turnips and potatos, 
,\1"., I :--:kdl quote one of the IlighcfOt and best 
authorities that modern agriculture can boast 
ot: Professlu' Liebig, of the Uni"crsity of 
GiCS;-;'_'Il, ill Germany, says in his 13th Fam
iliar Letter on Chemistry, in relation to Com
merce, Physiology, and ~Agriculture : 

l\IY DEc\R SIR,-I-iaving ill my last lettcr spoken 
of the general principles upon whioh the science and 
art of a,c;l'icultllre must be based, lct me now direct 
your attention to f-UIlIC of those particulars "'bich 
will more forcibly exhibit the connection bet ween 
chemistry and agriculture, and demonstrate the im
j:";,,ibility of perfecting the important art of rearing 
f()( Ie! for man amI animals without a profound know
ledge of our science. 

All )J~allts cultivated as food require for their 
healthy sustenance the alkalies and alkaline cartbs, 
each in a certain proportio.n; and in addition to 
thc~(', tllC ccralia do not succ'3ed in a soil destitute 
of siliCCl in a soluble condition. Thc combinations 
of this substance found as natural productions, 
namely, the silicates, dilTer greatly in the degree of 
facility with which they undergo decomposition, in 
conse(luence of the UlH'(lUal resistan,'e opposed by 
their intf'gral parts to the dissolving 1)()\YCl' of the at
mospheric a~ellC'je". Thus the granite of Corsica 
d('gellerak,. into a powder in a time which scarcely 
suJlJces to deprive the polished granite of Heidelberg 
of it." lu,,!rc', 

SUll1e soils abound in silicates so readily dccom
p'o~ab)e, that in everyone or two years, as mueh 
i'llll'a1e of potash becomes soluble and fitted for as
similation as is required by the lea\'es and "trJ.\\" 
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of a crop of wheat. In Hungary, ex.tensive districts 
are not unc,mmon where whea, and tobacco have 
been growli alternately upon the same soil for cen
turies, the land never receiving back any of those 
mineral elements which were withdrawn in the 
grain and straw. On the other hand, there are fields 
in which the necessary amount of soluble silicate 
of potash for a single crop of wheat is not separated 
from the insoluble masses in the soil in less than 
two, three, or even more years. 

The terJU fallow, in agriculture, designates that 
period in which the soil, left to the infiucllce (Jf the 
atmosphere, becomes enriched with those soluble 
mineral cOllf>tituents. Fallow, however, does not 
generally imply an entire cessation of cultivatioll, 
but only an interval in the growth of the ceralia. 
That store of silicates and alkalies which is the 
principal condition of their success is obtained, if 
potatos 01' turnips are grown upon the same fields 
in the intermediate periods, since these crops do not 
nbstract a particle of' silica, and tnercfore leave the 
field equally fertile for the following crop of wheat. 

The preceding remal'l,s will render it obvious to 
you, that the mechanical working of the soil is the 
f'implc:st and cheapest method of rendering the ele
ments of nutrition contained in it accessible to 
plants. 

But il may be aske01 are there not other means 
of decomposing the soil besides its mechanical sub
division? are there not substances, which by their 
chemical operation shall equally well or better ren
der its constituents suitable for entering into veo-e
table organisms? Yes.; we certainly possess sl~ch 
substancf's, and one of them, namely, quick-lime, 
has been employed for the last ceutury past in En-
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land for this purpose, and it would be difficult to 
find a sub3till1cC better adapted to this service, as it 
is simple, and in almost all localities cheap and; 
easily accessible. 

In order to obtain corre{:t views respecting the. 
effect of quick-lime UpOD, the so,il, let me remind 
you of the first proce~s employed by the chemist 
when he is desirous of analyzing a miner~l, and fOJ;, 
this purpose wishes to bring its elements, into a 
sulublE} state. Let the mineral to be examined be" 
for instance, feldspar; this substance, taken alone, 
even when reduced to the finest powder, I,equirea 
for its sollJ,lion to be treated witli an acid for weeks, 
or months; but if we first mix it with qu,ick-lime, 
and expo~e thc mixture to a moderately strong heat, 
the lime enters into chemical combination with cer ... 
tain elements of the feldspar, and its alkali (potass} 
is set free. And now the acid, even without heat, 
dissulves not oilly the lime but also so much of the, 
E ilica of the feldspar as to form a transparent jelly. 
The same effect which the lime in this process with. 
the aid of heat, exerts upon the feldspar, it produces 
when it is mixed \\'ith the alkalio,l'! argillaceous sili~ 
cates, and they are for a long time kept together in 
a moist state. 

Common potters' clay, or pipe-clay, diffusecl 
through water, and added to milk of lime, thickens 
immediately upon mixing; and if the mixture is 
hept for some months, and then treated with acid, 
the clay becomes gelatinous, which it wquld not 
have done without the admixture with the lime 
The lime, in combining with the elements of tl~~ 
clay liquefies it; and what is more remarkable 
liberates the greater part of its alkalies. Thes[l in~ 
tel"Csting facts werc first obscrved by FUC~1S,. at 
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~)runieh: they have not only led to a more intimate 
Imowledgc of the nature and properties of the hy
draulic eemehts, but what js far more important, 
they explaih the effects of eaustic lirne upon the soil, 
and guide the agriculturist in the application of an 
invaluable means of opening it, and setting free its 
alkalies-substances so important, nay, so indis-
pensable to his crops. . 

In the month of October the fields of Yorkshire 
and Oxfordshire look as if they were covered with 
snow. Whole square miles are :::cetl whitened ovcr 
with quiekljm(~, which, during the moist winter 
months, exercisesjts beneficial influence upon the 
stiff, clayey soil 'Of those counties. 

According to the humus theory, quick-lime ought 
to exert the most noxious influenee upon the soil, 
hecause all organic matters contained in it are de
stroyed by it, and rendered incapable of yielding 
their humns to a new vegetation. The facts are 
indeed directly contrary to this now abandoned 
1.hemy; the fertility of the soil is increased by the 
lime. 

The tf'\·alia teqbire the alkalies and alkaline sili
cates, 'whieh the action of the lime renders fit for 
assimilation by "the plants. If, in addition to these, 
there is any decaying organic matter present in the 
soil supplying carbonic acid, it may facilitate their 
development; bnt it is not essential to their growth. 
If we furnish the soil with ammonia, and the phos
phates, whieh are indispensible to the cerali(1, with 
the alkaline silicates, we have all the conditi~ns 
necessary to ensure an abundant harvest. The at
mosphere is an inexhaustible store of carbonic acid. 

I shall now merely &dd to this extract from 
Liebig, that although the quantity of slacked 
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limo that is generally used in England is from 
200 to 300 bushels an acre ploughed in ; yet 
in parts of this Province wh?re limestone for
mations are not found, and lune consequently 
dear, the quantity per acre might b~ din~inished 
to 40 or 50 bushels per acre, whIch IS wha t 
they put on in the Stn tes, where this quant.ity 
is found by the fanners to be of great serVICe 
to the crops. 

I now proceed to the next part stated in the 
Prospectus, namely, the best mode of advanc
ing the agricultural interests of the Province 
by means of a valuable market for its produce. 
thereby augmenting its commerce, its resour
ces and capabilities for public improvements. 

In my work on the present condition of the 
Canadas, published in Montreal some years 
since, I stated that being (when living in Hali
fax) one of the Board ot Trade, we had to send 
to the British Colonial Government, complain
ing year aCter year that our trade in fish 
and lumber to our West "India Islands 
was nearly ruined on account of American 
vessels resorting in such numbers to that mar
ket, for nigh twenty years we continued to send 
home these complaints but could get no redress 
and it was -not until we sent home documents 
from our Custom House that the British 1'\ orth 
American Colonies were competent to supply 
the flll~ ~llllOunt of fish annually consumed in 
the llntIsh West Indies, that we got the Am-
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cricans excluded from them with that article, 
and this exclusion lasted some years on ac
count of these documents, the West India 
Planters no longer opposed the exclusion, so 
I contend that on the repeal of the Corn Laws 
of Great Britain, which as stated in a lateoact 
of Parliament is to take place on February 1st, 
1849, Canada has ah equally strong claim 
on the British Government for the total sup
ply of our West India Islands with bread· 
stuffs, flout' and provisions of all kinds, when 
we are competent to prove b¥ sufficient do
cuments that the Mother Country and her 
North American Colonies can furnish the en
tire supply of those articles to our West India 
Islands. The only argument I have heard 
against this proposition, is that it is contrary 
to the theory of what is called "Free Trade". 
But I trust to have shown in the above men
tioned work, that the trade to the West Indies 
will not come under that objection. That 
trade is merely a trade of supply. Free Trade 
is when goods being imported into a country, 
are so imported, with a view to re~export them 
to some other ports when the supply -exceeds 
the demand. But a planter in the West Indies 
does not b\lY flour and provisions with any 
such view: he merely buys as much as is 
required for the supply of his estates in the 
Island. The trade is therefore one met~ely of 
supply, and providing that supply is equal to 



the demand, it matters not to the planters 
w;lCthcr it is furnished by foreigners or solely 
by the parent state, and her North American 
Colonies; and if the supply exceeds the demand 
of that Island, the cargoes are taken to another 
for sale. Americans no more than other peop)e 
wilr dispose of their property if it ,yill not yield 
a freight to their vessels, if they can find an
other mai'ket that will do so. The case i3 the 
same, if we take into view the whole of these 
Islands; if the supplies there greatly exceed the 
demand, they are unsaleable except at ruinous 
price>:, thci'eforc they are either withheld or 
withdrawn. Providing therefore that the 
British Colonies can prove to the satisfaction 
of the \Yest India Planters that they are com
petent to supply them, the only effect of an ex
clusion of foreign vessels from tbat Sllpply 
would be that the competition in the sale of 
these supplies, would be between our own ship
pers thereof, instead of b(~ing between them 
and American shippers. .. 

I have Olie observation hO'wcver, to make on 
the Free Trade, In the above-named work I 
said it was advantageous within a certain limit, 
Th~s impassible limit 1 stated to be, the preser-. 
vahon of our ~Yat'al power; "The defence of 
a nation," says Adam Smith, in his immortal 
'work, The Wealth of Nations, "is of hicrher 
importance to a nation than its comm:rce. 
'Vhere indeed would the commerce of Great· 
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Britain soon be,-if she could not defend it on the 
seas. We aee at this moment what the feel
ings and the opinions of the ship-owners of 
England are on this subject. I have for some 
time observed with astonishment the free and 
easy manner with which our navigation la'ws 
have been treated, not only by some of the 
great apostles of free trade, but even by some 
of our ministers at home, who in my opinion 
ought to have viewed that great paUadium of 
our liberties, and perhaps of the liberties of the 
world,' in () more solemn, and serious manner. 
Thank God, it is probable that the unlooked 
for events which have now taken place in 
France will bring them to their senses in the 
above particular. Is the present government 
of Great Britain prepared in this situation 
of her powerful neighbour to resist the 
voice of her commercial marine,ofwhat may be 
called the soul and body of her naval prowess? 
If so, perhaps it would be better for them to 
pause and reflect, and survey the vast consequ
ences, they will probably have to encounter, 
unless, therefore, ministera have some regulc:.
tions in view by which British vessels can carry 
goods as cheap as foreign nations, the naviga
tion laws cannot be done away with with safety 
to the nation. 

Whatever advantages, flOwever,may in gen
rall'csult from frce trade when restrained with-
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in the above limits, its effects on the sugar 
trade of the vVest Indies appear to have been 
fatally severe on these Islands. In downright 
opposition to the principles of humanity which 
led Great Britain to emancipate all the slaves, 
the British Government first liberates slave
urown sugar from extra duties, and finding that 
~ct is bringing down ruin on her own "\\r est 
India Colonies she is about to retrace her steps 
to prevent the di:-:;I:"tcr. There can be no 
doubt that if humanity requires that slavery 
should be abolished, it is equally required that 
extra duties should exist on slave-grown sugar 
"jth a view to discourage and discountenance 
slaH·ry ill other countries. Now on the subject 
of freu labour in the 'Vest Indies, above thirty 
vcars ;I!!O, I mentioned when in Halif.:1.x to a 
\v cst 1~1(Jia planter who ariycd there, that I was 
surprisc·d some plan was not fallen upon to im
port free Negroes fi:o ITl Africa to hire for work
ing on theW cst Indm estates. After all the 
obstacles that ha,"c been thrown in the way 
of that most natural mode of workino· their 
plantations, it now appears it is likely t~ come 
into practice, and it is a right that the West 
Indies appear to me to have a just and positive 
claim to. 

We return now to our claim for the trade of 
supplies of those Islands. As I have before 
stated, ever since ,.y estern Canada was first 
settled the scale of duties on ,,"heat and other 
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grain has been more favourable to that of the 
tHritish Colonies,than to that offoreian nations. 
lIn consequence of this, a great part ~f the Pro
,vince has rapidly increased in settlement, and 
Ithere can be no doubt that a great portion of 
'her settlers have come Gut on the faith of these 
imore favourable duties, and devoted their 
capital, their time, and their labour to the cul
tivation of land in it. If, therefore, from any 
cause whatever, the parent state intends to 
do away wi1;h this preference of Canadian pro
duce in her markets, the PrOVil'lCe has undoubt
edlya claim on that parent state for remunera
tion; for the loss of property, time, aud labour, 
which she will suffer in consequence of thi s 
change. 

When Great Britain determined to abolish 
the slave trade in her W cst India Colonies, tho 
great argument that WaS employed against it, 
was the National sin which had been for tl,!...';CS 

committed by the slave trade. Yet, notwith
standing this they allowed West India Planters 
20 millions Rterling as a compensation for the 
loss of their slaves. Now we in Canada have 
co~mitted no such sin, why then have we not 
ap. equal or ratll~r a much stronger cbim on 
the parent state for compensation for the lossof 
that protective sGale of duties which has induc~ 
ed the aariculturists of Canada to invest their ,.., . 

time and labour in settling the Proyince. It is, 
I conceive, evident that if t"e BrifishCorn La ,,'fl 
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nre abrogated, wheat and flour shjppc~ to 
Great Britain will not compensate our, agrIcul~ 
turists ; the consequence will be, and Uldced It 
is now supposed by some as about to, take 
place, that the Amcrican GOYCfnIllct, wlll, rc
mit the duties on "heat from Canada IHOYllled 
it be ground in the, AIl1~ricall ~ I ilb. The first 
consequence of tlns WIll prob~lbly ~e a \cry 
considerable damage to the nlllls 9J the 1 1'0-

vince. For it will probably induce the whl"'!
holders of \\' estern Canada to scnd theIr 
wheat to the States; and another consequ
ence of vastly higher importance will ensue 
that if our agriculturists are shut out frolll 
the Briti~h Markcts and thus drawn to that 
of the Statl't', England may ultimatl,ly lose her 
hold on their attachment. 

The general loyalty and attachment of this 
Province to the Parent ~tatl', has, 011 ('\ ",ry 
occasion that called it forth, been proycd be
yond a doubt. The causes of this han' ar
isen, first, fi'om a natural attachmcnt of IHany 
to the country ~f their birth, aIHl sl'condly, 
from the admIratIOn of others for the excel .. 
lence of the Briti8h Constitution, a:-; the best, 
most ,Powerful, ~nd J.>ermanent guardian of 
our rIghts and hbertlCs. But we cunHot but 
refer some part of this loyalty and attachment 
to the great advantage which the Agr.cultural 
produce of the Colony has derived from the 
morc {uvoulI6.ble scale of duties 0\'<:1' tho~o 
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on foreign produce, as hitherto acted upon by 
Great Britain. 

Now, independently of the attachment I my
self feel, and hope I always shall feel for the 
pare~t sta~e-.I ~rmly believe that our prcsent 
relatIOn wIth It IS the one best adapted (and 
more especially in the present state ~f the 
world,) to preserve the security, and promote 
the welfare and advancement of United Can
ada. I believe, moreover, that by the exertion 
of due wisdom and energy, this United Canada 
is entirely competent, with its present relation 
to Great Britain, to stand and to thrive on its 
own resources without the necessity of seek
ing the aid of the United States or-any foreign 
nation at all. I trust to be able to prove this 
proposition, and that there is a good market 
in our own Colonies for a great part of the 
surplus wheat of Canada. 

If I prove that in the course of this work, I 
may fairly ask, Why run the risk of losing or 
at least diminishing the attachment of our ag
riculturists for the parent state, by compelling 
them to seek a market in the States? 

Conversing lately with a r-3~pt;ctaQle and in
telligent inhabitant of this Town c[ London 
on this subject, he observed that there would 
be no necessity for onr agriculturists to send 
their wheat to the States, for that dre merch
ant who 'bought it, would have to send it for ~ 
market to Great Britain. . It is sai{L however, 

c 
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that those merchants often offer higher prices 
t:w our wheat than our own merchants, and a 
principal cause (If'signed for this is, that freights 
to Ureat Britain are lower from the States 
than from Canada to Great Britain. Now 
that cause', it appears to me, coulU be by pro
per (:\:('rtinIl annulled. ,\~ e certainly can build 
ships in Canada as cheap as Americans can in 
the Stat('s. If then the fi'cights demanded by 
owncrs of British vessels from hence to Great 
Britain are found too high, the natural remedy 
for that would appear to bc to build ships in 
Canada to carry our wheat or flour to Great 
Britain, and thus reduce the price of fi.-eights. 
And tllis building of Canadian ships would 
certainly <llls\\'('r as long as the prices of freights 
;1}'(' found sufficient to giyc those vessels a suf. 
ficient remulleration, 

We shall now proceed in our endeavour to 
prove the proposition we have advanced in the 
preceding pag(', namely, that by the exertion 
of due wisdo1ll and e!l('rgy, Fnited Canada is 
('Iltirdy competent with its present relation to 
Great Britain to stand and to thriyc on its own 
r?sourccS,'\it~j(Hlt tiw llecessity of seeking the 
a.ld of the' UI)lted Stak~, or other foreign na
tIOns, and that there is a good and sufficient 
market in the British Colonit,s, for a great part 
of the sUl'plus wheat that, Canada can spare. 
We shall 111'st state the Jltinimum and maximum 
deficiency Ot' wheat generally arising in Great 
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Britain, of the quantity annually required for 
the consumption of her population. \Ye shall 
then show the quantities that can be procured 
fi'om other nations to make good the deficiency, 
showing thereby the small chance of a remu
nerating Illnrket in (~)'(:at Britain for the surplus 
wheat of Canada, if the Corn Laws are to be 
entirely abrogated and done away with. 

Being in London during the years I t'20 to 
I8:H, I there learnt that at that time the an
nual quantity of wheat grmm ,n Great Britain 
amounted to about SC\'('llt('('1l million of quart
er", or 136 millions of bushels. A short tilll<' 
previously, 1\11 ... Jacobs \vas S('lIt by the llriti:..:h 
House of (~om'mons to collect ini()f1nation in 
all the Grain l\larketH of the \\or;d, as to the 
quantdy of" II('at tlwLcould be tbercfrom ob
tained in casc the Briti,,!t Corn L:1\\s should bl' 
done :tway with. Mr. Jacobs in his report 
stated that if Great Britain WeI'(' to fall sllOrt 
of 111'1' annual produce of "heat one million or 
quarters she could not obtain them at that tiine 
{i'om all the world. \\~(' shall therefore estimate 
the minimum deficiency of her annual product 
of w!teat at and about tIll' aboyc period ofIS".:!!1 
to 1t':~1, at half a million of quarters, or four 
million of bushels, equal tn eight hundred thous
and barre!:,; oftiour. Since the aboye period 
tIll' potato di"t'a:-;(' has made its appearance. 
and I beline that from "1 to 5 million quarters 
of fo~ign wheat hayc annually, for the last two 



or three years been imported into Great Britain 
to make 'frood the deficiency of food occasioned 
by that I)otato • disease. \,. e shall' therefore 
estimate the maximum of thl' deficiency in the 
'wheat crops of Grcat Britain at 4 millions of 
quarter:'; or ::2 million:-; of hw·;jl('l:,;, equal to G~ 
million barrels of flour, and the average annual 
defici('Bey (If the aboye period, from :~4 to 48 
would be little less thap. I million quarters or 8 
million bushels, equal to 1,GOO,OOO brls.offIour. 

We shall now attempt to sho,,- 'what foreign 
nations by this aycrage deficiency of 1 million 
of quarters of wheat is obtained from, "'hich 
,,,ill probably present to our yic,,' a yery small 
chance for a market for the surplus produce of 
Canadian Agriculturists. In the British Colonist 
of .May 9th 1848, there are two statements of 
the quantities of wheat and other grain in the 
Yariou:,; ports of Europe ready for exportation, 
amounting to nearly G million quarters of which 
at least three and a half million quarters were 
wheat. 
Amount of amin c.r]lol'ted from the following countries.

From tlie BHIT1511 Ct)LO!\!";l. :t-.la\ 9 l~j8 

Russia inlhe Black Sea, IG,()()().'UUO 
Do. in the Danube, l~,OUO.OOO 
Do. in N orthel'l1 Ports 4,000,000 

Egypt and Syria, 4,000,000 
Russ,ian, Pomania, & Danish ~ 

Ports in the Baltic, 5 1,000,000 

Or one-eighth is 
37,000,000 bushels. 

4,625,000 quarters 
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Table representing'the quantity of wheat for cx
por.tation at the principal Corn Ports of Europe. 

===.=~-.~~.=== ' 

I 
Price per Qr, on 

Grain market. Quarters. shipboaru. 

St~. Petersburg, ~~500 I 3~~~-~ 
LIsbon, 30,000 4.)". leI. 
Odessa, 1.50,000 2fj:-;. Od. 
Warsaw; 380,000 3(i..;. Od. 
S toe I. holm, 1,900 22". GJ. 
IHl.l1tzic, 315,000 ·12;;. Gel. 
Koningsberg, G:J,UUO ,12..;. Od. 
~1e1tin, 250,()!)() 11k Od. 
J\lcmc], 5,()()() ,'.3.):--;. ()d. 
l~:L..:illL'nr, l~;,,()OO ~~;3s· Od. 
IJamburg, 5:l:-;,0001O; O,!. 
P lermo, !2.iO,OOO 3,'\:-;. Ud. 

:.!,:J02,·1UU - , -.10,;. !)d. 

J'rei·:ltt to 
EJI'.!"bnJ. 

,L~. 8J, 
·j,.;,Od. 
lOs,uJ. 
3:-;, DJ. 
4:3. DJ 
5:3. OJ. 
5 . ..;" OJ. 
k Gel. 

,1..;· :1d. 
4s: :Jd. 
:~s. Dd· 
H,,· :Jd. 

4s. Du. 

Amounts brought down 
and 

4,0'2;";,000 Quarters all (;rain. 
2,30:.],400 Quarters \Ybl'at. 

6,0:!7,·100 Qrs. Grain &- \\"hent 
bcrluct Russian and DaniRh 

Ports in the Baltic being 
twice stlitQd aLoYe, • 972,500 

. 5,!l54,000 (~I". Grain c\:- Wheat 
brain of all kinds froin Cui led 

States of America, 5;000,00. 
11\!I['i,!l00 Qrs. Grain for ex

portation in Eurl1jlC and America. 

In the same paper an account was given of 
the quantity ofwhe-at which wa~ for exportation 
in the r nited States,ueing 40rnilliolls ofuu:;hds 
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or 5 million of quarters, which, added to the 
above stated :>,0f>1,000, ,gives 10,954,000 qrs. 
grain importable from all forei.g~ countries. 
llesides this, not less than ten nulllon quarters 
of IndinIl corn is stat(,cl in the above document 
as for C'xportation from the United States. 11 
i~ to b(' nl)~( 'ned also, that although the quan
tity of wheat produced annually in Great ~~it
ain is stated aboYC' to have been 17 mIllIon 
quarters in 1834, there is every probabilfty, 
owin~' to the increase in the population since 
the great improvements in agriculture, the 
a \ (' rage annual produce is probably now not 
I('ss tllan 20 million quarters, also, to the above 
quantity of wheat that is importable, from 
foreign countriC's it is to be added that a con
siderable quantity can be imported from some 
other ports in the :;\leditteranen. I trust there
fore it will appear prett.v cyident that if the 
British Corn Laws are abrogated, or if the 
duties on !()j'('i,gll wheat are much dimini~hed, 
(which in the I'rt';':cnt state of Europe itis highly 
probable they must, if· the C'ntire abrogation 
does not take place) I say, I trust it will ap
pear pretty l'\'ident as I proposed to show 
above that there will be a verr small chance 
of a market "In Great Britain any way 
remunerating to Canadian wheat growers:" 
~ e have now to proceed with what. ,\'e 

conSIder to be our claim for the exclusive 
supply of our West Indies as a remedy 
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for the loss of these markets of Great Britain. 
We have stated in the foregoing pages that the 
wheat of these North American Colonies haB 
always hitherto been received in the ports of 
Great Britain on a much more fa vourable sea' c 
of duties than that of foreign nations. \ Yhile 
Canadian wheat was paying only five f'hiljings 
sterling a qUllrter, I have known foreign wheat 
in some instances to pay twenty to twenty-five 
shillings the quarter. I have stated also in the 
foregoing pages that numbers of the agricultu 
tural and commercial parts of the popu
lation have come out to Canada and in\,(,,,te<i 
their capitals; their time and their labour in the 
pursuits of agriculture and trade on the faith of 
the duration of the protective duties on the 
products of the Province. Now the Americans 
have deprived us for many years of all chance 
in the trade of supplying provisions to our 
West India Islands. I have been told by 
Montreal and Quebec merchants that it was 
almost certain ruin to embark in that trade, to 
any extent~ Our surplus produce has therefore 
been generally shipped to Great Britain either 
in wheat or flour. From this market, as we have 
shown above, we are now to be soon shut out, 
and jf foreign nations are thus to be allowed 
the supply of the markets of Great Britain free 
of duty ,~they~may well afford to give us up, and 
<:anno.t complain If the British Government 
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rtstrvcs the supply of our colonies in the \~. cst 
Indies to herseH and hef North AmerIcan 
Colonies; The quantity cd" wheat required for 
the annual consumption of out British W?st 
Indicl', W,IS, acconliug to Bryan Edward's HIS

tory of the \ V c~t l111lies, tY'lelve hundred 
thousand bushels of "l:eat, or two hundred and 
f( Irty thousand barrels of flour. Since that 
time the emancipation of the sIan_'s has taken 
1'1;«'(', ,yho arc llU"; receiving,as I am informed, 
:is. iols. ClllTCllCY per (hy and can therefore af
ford to buy flour and ~:11t provisions. The con
sumption of flour i~ t hl'rd'orc increased, proba
bly to ihn'I' hUlHll'cd alld Wiy thousand barrels 
of flour and L:isC'uit. The quantity of wheat 
exported from United Canada in the year 1846, 
W,IS fi.,(, hundred and forty-five thousand, six 
hundred and two harrcb, of flour, and 534,747 
bushels w hea t, equal to 106,949 barrels flour; 
in all, six hundred and sixty-two thousand, five 
hundred and fit'ty-one barrels flour; and the 
last year, 1817, the amount shipped "o.s pro
bably one-fourth more. 

Here then. is eyident proof of United Canada 
IH'ill,!.!: able 1'0 supply the annual demand for 
tlour in our \r cst India Colonies without tak-. . , 
mg mto the account any supplies of it from 
Great Britain or ii'om tiJI' other North Ameri
can Colonies. Our Callais down to Montreal 
are now opened and ready for Navigation, a 
steamer hns this spring passed from Chicago 
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to Montreal, with 3000 barrels flour, which has 
passed through Canada, so that a vessel loaded 
with provisions, to say Flour, Biscuit, Beef, 
Pork, &c., from the most \Vestern parts of 
Western Canada, for the "-est Indies and 
starting early in the spring, might well 
make two voyngcs out there and hem', during 
the spring, summ,er, and autumn. 

This trade is then the remedy that we con
ceive will compensate in a great part for the 
loss of the markets ofOt B. to rnited Canada 
in the event of the British Corn Laws being 
abrogated. I have not a. doubt that well a~
~orted cargoes of provisions would m('ct a filil' 
market in our ,,y cst India COlOlli(':" for ('Iln

siderabl(~ part of the surplus when t of tlw Pro. 
,iuce. But this trade is n'commcll!l('d sulcI\
on the und~'r:'1:II;Jing that the parent st;]te aIl~1 
tlll~ British Colonic~ shall have secured to thC'm 
til!: exclusive trade of supply ofth08c C()lonicf'. 
As has been stated in the forgoing pages, I 
(',f'rtaillly concC'iyc that the North _'\Illcrican 
Colonies have a fiLir and just claim for remu 
neration from the British Government for the 
loss of ,their protecting duties on Hour and 
wheat, which haw for years induced many 
persons to invest their capital and labour in 
the trade and ngriculture of this Province. 
The '''cst India Planters have had an im
mense remuneration allowed them for the em· 
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ancipation of their slaves, £20,000,000, stg, 
The aariculturist, also of Engl:md have had 
some t::bompensation allowed them in late m'· 
ranaements of Agricultural affairs; and if the 
Oo;'n Laws be really abrogated they will pro
bably receive much more compensation, 
Canada has then an equal right to put in her 
claim for some remuneration. If she does not 
claim money remuneration she has at least a 
fair and just claim for the supply of our West 
India Colonies, providing sne can prove to the 
satisfaction of the British Government and the 
West India Islands that with the Parent State 
andlthe other British North American Colonief'; 
she is perfectly competent to furnish the an· 
llua 1 supplies required. 

I have heard it suggested that there would 
not be a sufficient market in this Province for 
the return cargoes, in the event of this trade of 
supply being secured to us. But it is to be 
observed that the ~Iarkcts of all the other N. 
A. Colo.nies are open to us, and' that should 
that not be sufficient, part of the return caraoes 
might be shipped home or to any other m:rket 
deemed most advantageous. 

It is true that our 'Vest India Colonies have 
been ,for ~ome. time labouring under great de
preSSlOn m theIr cOll,?ercial concerns. Steps 
~10wever, ar~ now bemg taken to remedy this. 
fhey have .J,!st ha.d nigh £200,000 advanced 
them to facIhtate the importation of labourers 
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from India, and it appears to me highly proba
ble that ere long the schedule of duties on free 
labour sugar will have a preference allowed 
over slave grown sugar. The British Govern
ment has gone to great expense to put a stop to 
the ... slave trade, and the means she has employ
ed have not been very S\lC('('~s!"ld. ~ow one 
would suppose that an eficctual way (,f dis
couraging slavery, would be to Chal'~('1 if not a 
prohibitory, at least a heavy duty on all slave
grown productions. But another means of re
lieving the \Vest India Planters, is the impor
tation of frce Negro labour from AJi·i('a. I 
beli\'(~ that in spite of all the oppo~ition this 
has met with that it will ('n'~tually be conceded 
to Ihe West India Coloni!'s, and under judici
ous management "'ill probably enable the 
W. I. Islands to cope \\ith slave-grown sU!2;ar. 
It is said that the present stock of emancipat
ed sIan's in the Islands will wurk only days 
sllffieient in the w('ck to give them food. But 
if importations of free negroes \H'l'C made from 
Ati'j('a, the price of labour would probabl." de
crease, and tl\('ir:necessiti!'s would oblige them 
tll('1\1 to a fair day's lahour. The price of 
labour there, as I am informed, is high at pre
sent. 

And now l'eferrin,!..; the reader to the argu
ments in the foregoin]' pages in support of the 
claim of United Cannan on the British Govern
ment for the boon of the trade of supply of our 



60 

\Yest India Colonies with flour and bread-stuffs 
and provisions, we submit. the same t? the in
telliuence of the mercal'ltlle and agncultural 
com~unity of the province. The rnerchunts 
of the Eastern part of it must be aware, that if 
the wheat of Upper Canada is to go to t~le 
United States for a market, it will very ma
terially affect the trade and commerce of these 
parts of the United Province, and the merch
ants and agriculturists of \Yestern Canada may 
possibly find OIl examination, they are likely to 
meet a much better market for their flour 
should the trade of supply of the \Vest Indies 
be secured to British America, than is likely to 
be found for any du,"ation of time in the United 
States. It is at any rate very evident, that by 
this trade our mills and our canals will not be 
deprived of employment, but will be turned to 
account, and furnish labour for many valuable 
mechanics and workmen. By this trade also, 
the risk will be avoided of weakening the at
tachment of our agriculturists to the parent 
state, a circumstance which, from their tried 
loyalty, 'will be duly appreciated. 

And I trust I may conclude this part of our 
subject., .with hoping. that I have proved the 
propOSItIOns stated III a former part of this 
w?rk, namely, that by the exertion of due 
wlsdo~ a~d energy, United Canada is com. 
petent III Its present relation to Great Britain 
to stand and to thrive on its own resoun~es, 
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without the necessity of seeking the aid. or the 
United Stat(~H, for that by the proposed regula
tions of our India trade, a good m.arket ~'ili 
be found in our 'V cst India Colonies for 
a,great portion of the surplus flour of the Pro
VlIlce. 

I have, therefore, with due humiiity. to ofTer 
the above considerations tr) the I3oard~ of Trade 
ao.d the mercantile communit}~. It ,,-ill be for 
them to determine whether the trade of supply 
proposed" ill be adyall~:lgC()US ill the ('lllllillg 
event of the cli:llllf(' in the Corn TraDe orGrc~lt 

" Britain, and wlldlwr it "ill not he prudclit and 
wise to apP(,,11 II) the nriti.~h (;1.\ (rIl1lwnt f,w 
the rt'lIlUllerating boon proposed. ~lt()uld 
they determill(' in till' allinuati,-('. ll)(~~ lell\e 
to sugg('st tllat t I}('rr~ appear to me two modes 
by ",hidl this ~'I'l'eal may be made, the one i:-3 
by a memorial fwm the HI lards of trade direct 
to the Imperial Government, the other iI,Y 'me
morial from these bodies to the Provincial 
Legislature, I'r;l.ying for their influence in oh
taininll' the III Ion ii'om the home rroyernmcnt 

~ ~ 

.anu I should snppu:.,:c that on a clear :--tatement 
of the advantages this trade of supply would 
yil,lu to the Province the patriotism of the 
LC',,-islature ,,,ould lead them to !)'i,-c their aid in 
ob~ining the boon. '-' 

I cannot close this part of our prospectus 
without a fcw remarks on the steps now tak
ing hy theAmerican Goycrnment or Legislature 
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to draw the ",-heat trade of Canada to their 
por~. I have in t~le f~regoing pages endeavor
ed to show the evIl eflects that may result from . 
the Sllccess of these measures to this Province 
and its commerce and manufactures. Wheat 
it appears has lately brought a better price in 
the States than ill Canada; I have already 
fitated that it ,yas pr011able one cause of this 
is, that the freights of wheat and flour to Great 
Britain are lower th('rc than they are from 
Canada. I ",isll therefore to call the attention 
of the mechanics and shipbuilders of tll(' Pro
vince to what 1 have above surmised, that Yes
sels can be built, fed and manned in Canada as 
cheap as ill the l'nited States, Hthat opinion 
be correctly founded, would not the building of 
Canadi<ln vessels to carry home our surplus 
produce enaLI(' our merchants to give as high a 
\li·j('(, for flour and wheat as the Americans, 
and thus secure a very e"tensive branch of 
trade to the Province l Should the buildinO" 
of Canadian ,"esse Is for that purpose be likely 
to pay. I should conceiye there would be little 
difficulty (if respectable companies were form- . 
e;l) in ol~ta~nil~g loans of sufficient capital In 

(.rt';)t BrItmn for the above purpose. 
The next .article ih our Prospectns is that of 

the greatly lmportant subject of the education 
of our. YO~lth, m~d especiaily in the modern dis
coverIes III :',~'ncultural science, 
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On approaching this subject I must say it 1'

with a great deal of diffidence. The n"umcr
ous productions that have appeared on gew'
ral education attest its high importance, aIHl 
as the details of it have been accurately treated 
on by able pens, I shall only state an j(l:_~a of t,,~) 
imp Jrta'lt purposes which our educationtll 
system ought to be brought in support of, bUl 
shall be more particular on that part of the in
struct!on of our youth in the science of mod-
ern Agriculture. -

After the patriotic mind JIaS employed hi:-: 
talents in endeavouring to advance tIll' pro::;
perity of its cotemporarics it will fine} a 1ll0~1 
ample field for these tah'lIts in the improH'
ment of edueation. "Train up a child in th(· 
way he should go (says the :-:cripture) and 
when he is old he ,,"ill not depart from it:' 
"'Tis education forms the youthful mind" (say'" 
the admirable poet Thompson) "just as the 
twig is bent the tree's inclined." The expericn-

'ced and philanthropic man therefore who 
extends his wishes to the well-being of future 
generations, cannot lay a surer foundation for it 
than in the moral, religious and intelligent edu
cation of the one now rising up before him. 

In the present state of a great part of the 
world in particular, when so many are led 
astray by the wildest and most fantastic doc· 
trines, althoug~ these have been severely tested 
in the. crucible of experience and been foun~ 
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totally wantinO'; for example, the extravagant 
proceedings y~'y lately taken place in Fran,ce a 
country that after ,,'ading through revolutIOns 
and ,,'aI'S occ:lsioned by them for half a cen
tun', dminO' which site -tried a rqlllLlic which 
imolvcd hc~' citizens in blood and ruin,and final
ly in despotism, ~('ttkd at la~t on her own ac
cord on a '" Citizen King." This citizen king 
ruled thJ country for 17, years and certainly 
brotlO'ht it duriwr that time to a much morc 0111iet C) C) 

and respectable state among the nations tIna it 
had been for many preyi~us ycars. He it is twc 
nlL'wlltcd to stop the progress of Reform, but , . . 
that might lwxc !ll'Cll III tune overcome by the 
e,:r'rtions of the electoral rights of the people, 
if tll(:, wi:~hc(l that re!orm; that is, if the peoplc 
had L::d stability enough to adhere to the 
form of government they had solemnly adopt
ed. They have now retur~led to a republic, 
and all I have to say on tillS subject is, that it 
would pcr::aps have been well for them, if they 
had looked first into their own celebrated 
writer on the various cOnstitutions of the 
world. I mean Montesquieu in his Spirit of 
the L:1"·S." They would then find that the 
basis of a republic is "virtue." Now, W:LS 

not the want of that virtue durinO'the revohl
ti~n that pr~(~;lced the first repul?lic, the cause 
of, the t.otal faIlure of that republIc? The first 
G~rondIlls w?re sufficiently virtuous to main~ 
tam a republIc, but were they not brought to 
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parties, and did not these parties in tllbir 
turn suffer th8 same fate by the same means, 
and do we not see almost the Ycry same 1)]'1)
cess now going on in this republic of 18-103 ! 
One great advantage of a kin~·l.\" government 
is that the crown being hereditar:;, there need 
be no violent agitation, convulsions and ci, il 
war for a successor. nut in a coulltry like 
France, where all is to be equality, u'lmost 
every man may conceive he has an equal 
right to rule, and where one man is to be 
found who would wish to rule for yjrtuc'" 
sake, on patroitic moti\e:", there ,\ould 
probably he in that country tllollsands 
that' would be stimulated soldy hy selt:' 
interest and ambition. Led on by tlll'::'c jla~
sions, they will take adv;Ultage of the presl'llt 
ruling idea that ('H'l"yt\tiug is to be done hy 
the popular voice to criminate and de:"tru,Y the 
present ruling patriots. Already Lamartine, 
one of ~the most clJcrgl'tic of t11I':'c. has been 
denounced by the clllbbists as a traitor, and 
though tlH'Y arc at present in a minority they 
will probably not cease their restless agitation 
till they succeed in misleading and inllamiIlg 
the populace to overthrow their opponcnt:,. It 
is evidcllt then that France has not that por
tion of public ,irtue which constitutes tJll' in
dispensable ba~is of a republic. 1\ ow, in thi.::; 
tLird volcanic eruption which has set the rest 
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of Europe in a blaze it is a grand sight to ob
sene the fi rm consistency Old England has 
maintaned. The glorious tenth of April~ will 
striko a salutary-terror into all who seek to over 
throw her institutions; and it was in order to 
show the hiITh value of the stability of a nation's 
mind that f have made this digression on the 
Illte events in Europe. It 'HlS to show how 
important it is, to instil this stability of mind 
into the rising generation by means of our 
educational system. Let our youth be instructed 
by proper historical knowledge; let them 
learn the true nature of the British Constitu
tion ; how it is competent to redress all real 
national grievances without conyulsion, and 
they will acquire aUachmentfor it, which wiH 
probably constitute one of the most powerful 
elements of their future happiness. This then 
is one of the important purposes which as I 
stat'3d above, I conceive our educational sys
tem should be brought to support. The 
second purpose is the objects in their future 
lives which our youth should be instructed to 
pursue and to avoid. 

After th.e usual. ~outine. of teaching, namely 
good readmg, wrItmg, arithmetic, some Latin 
and Greek (and not too much of either for it is 
the opinion of able men that too much time is 
spent in both these,) after teachinIT the use of 
the globes. and geography, some branches of 
mathematics, and some other -sciences may 



67 

well be introduced, as thereby the bents of 
their mind_my perhaps be elicited and di~
covered; • 

There appears to me not a doubt that na
ture has adapted varioll"; minds to the various 
branches of knowl(~dg'C required in ey('r~
society, I' n'1I1('lId)('r \\(~11 that YC']"Y \':Irly ill 
y ollth I wlis struck" ith admiration of 1 he !.!nat 
discoveries then laC,I) made b\' Cayc'lldisil. 
Pr~stIy, LaIvoisin, all't! othc'rs ill'tllt' decoll1j>rl
sition of water and the atmosplicre. gVI'r siWt, 
that, I havc kIt a zeal/in' the :';t'if'nce of Pneu
matic ChellliHlry; and 1 trll:'t I have "ith SCHilt: 

effect ('x:dted tliat f:cic'llce h.' the displ;l)" oflh,' 
V(lsi. share it has had in tile crc'atinn of our 
glob!', planets, and sun. and by fair and ju:"1 
analoay of the other sp;tell1s of the universe. o . 
I consider it therefore a g\'\~at imprmemem 
that modern education in our school!" 
should include that of the elemelltarY 
books of the useful sciences of chemist.ry an~l 
geology and astronolllY. Bnt there is no doubt 
that a still more important part of cdllcation 
remains to be infused into the .\"u!i1ltful mind, 
(,speeiall.v at the approach of tIll' time of thci~' 
leaving school and bC'ing launched upon the 
great theatre of the world, ,,·!tic 11 brings us to 
the "second great objp,ct which education 
should be brought to 8upporC" namely, sGund 
instruction on the objects of their future lives, 
which our youth should be taught to pursue or 
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to avoid. I am not aware whether any of the 
admirable treatises on morality~d the con
duct of life ar<~ furni::-:be(l to the .1001s of the 
present day ~ but remember it was not the case 
in illY OWl! fie Il()ld time. \Ye had two sermons 
every SUllchy in the church, and one was read 
in school CVf'ry Sunday cvenin rr ; but I should 

• • I::J 

think some of ti}('se, containin!! the most valu-
aIde ("odc:-; uf morali!\", bCC,IUc'C based upon 
religion, ought to be i"llrnished to the more ad
vanet,1I ::-:cholar::-:, ,,,hen ,ye'consider tbe dangers 
that snrrnund the yOUll~' and depending dn their 
own conduct to ,HoitI il\ coming on the great 
the;1 t L' of life, we cannot but "i~h they may 
be impressed with the strongest cautions that 
lllay rcsuhc th~m to 1)1' guided by right and 
sati, principles. ThcTc is a variety of theorists 
on the foundation ofmoralsentinwnt and action. 
One of the most eminent, I beli('Vf', Dr. Paley, 
considers them founded on a uesire to act ac
cording to the ,,,ill of God. If that be the 
true foundation, which it probably is, the next 
thin~' would he to find out what is His will in 
each particular instance. I remember, while 
servi ng Illy apprenticeship to the chemical 
Luislless in the great city of London havino· 
then ani'I'd at the age of reason, I ~yas on~ 
day reflecting on my future prospects, I found 
that I had to ~epend oil my own exertions fer 
advancemen~ 1Il the way of acquiring a share of 
the good thmgs that surrounded me. "'hat 



69 

abundance, what profusion! But how to br :1C~ 
quired. At that moment, the idea of justice 
entered into my mind, I reflected on that idea. 
I felt it strongly as a part of my nature, and I 
resolved never to swerve from itg dictates. 
That sense of justice then, \\hich C'\,'ry ow' ar
rived at the agG of reason probably /Cels lI10re 
or less ~ust be accordiIlg to the will of 
God who formed man for society. Let the youth 
then proceed with the guidance of this leading 
star, and, with prudent industry, he ,,-ill pro-

. bably obtaina comfortable and honourable Ii, ing. 
This; however, being accolllplisll!'d, leayes an
other part of the design of nature ) d llnolJtnin
ed. This is the desire or procreation of his 
species. Young' men are frequently led by 
this part of the de:-.;ig'1l to form carl.,- attach
ments for the other sex, or as it is called, tofalI 
in love, but I can tell my young friends that 
love is a hazardous concern. The young are 
too often apt to mix ambition or the desire of 
fortune, with their love. It is not love alone, 
but social friendship, and a desire for:marriage, 
they should be guided by in the formation of a 
connection. The desire of procreation then, 
and the comforts of marriage being founded in 
his nature, there cannot be a doubt that, when 
this connection is formed by a judicious choice 
it must lead to happiness. And although he 
may tail for a long tIme in effecting such a union 
let him still preserve good hopes. This will at 
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all cycnts presene him fr~1ll ,iC!OllS c?Ul'se~, 
and rdleciinO" that the desire 01 lllarrmge IS 

founded in hi's nature, let him be convinced that 
it j,,; the will of God that he should pursue it. 
And ha\ill!!,' thus endeayoured to point out 
what are the objects "hieh youth shoulu be in
structed h,,- our educational system to pursue 
ill their future li\ c:-;, namely, to be ,~·tljliet1 in 
their pursllit of "'calth amI honours by the 
law of justice, a1Hl in the olhn great desire and 
pnrpose of their natures, by honourable 111ar
ria(!;e, it will be ca"y to :-;{'(', "hat h.\· our edu
cational system they ought to be ill~i ructed to 
_. ayoid" namely, whate\cr is contrary to the 
above mcntioned honorable principles and pur. 
suits. 

1 shall, before concluding these ideas on 
o'cneral education, make a few observations on :-, 

the recent establishment of normal schools in 
Toronto, and the system of c(lucation now car .. 
ried on under the superintendence of the Re\. 
Mr. Ryerson. I remember many years since 
to hav~ had sOllie thoughts of taking up the 
profes.slOn. of schoolmaster.. But after making 
some mqulry and observatIons respectin o. that 
profession I came to the conclusion that °there 
must be somethin~ very ucl"ecti\e in it, for it 
appeared to me there were more, at least as 
many persons in it given b intoxication a in 
any other. I was therefore gJad to find that 
government had taken steps to render this 



71 

highly useful profession more respcctablc, ;}nd 
to place its followers in a more cOlllfortaLle antl 
independent situation. I believe hy the directioll 
of the government, a rcspectable~('l1tlctlJ;ill of 
acknowle(l~ed talent~, anll wlt(), 1 Lelieye had 
(lcrotcll much time previously to that pr()j'cs
sion, undcrtook a long; and llO doubt hazardous 
\'()yage O\er a great part of Europe, to gain in
f'ormation on the :-;lIlt;eeL On llis return to 
Canada he ~lC\clnps his systcm fOlllHlcll on the 
information he had acquired. The govern
ment for the timc adopts, f():-;tcrs and proceeds 
to establish it, when all of a :-;utll\cn to illY ~rcat 
SJrpnse and alarm, wc werc told that it i':-;; dcs 
potic Pru:-;:-;iall systcm, ,rllich ill a few .rear:~ 
"as to (,11:-;I;m' the countrr. Cnlnckih-. h()\\'
('\'(~r, fur these alarmists, ,,·c hayc fllund a short 
j imc sillce, that thc Prllssian Gm'crnmcnt, if it 
had /1('('/1 their (k:-;i~ll to forge feU cr:-; for Pl'll:.;"ia 
and ijs youth liy lllcans,ofthcir cllucational :-;y:-;. 
tell1, have reckoned wIthout their Itnst. for it 
wonll\ appear, .that thi~ncry dilfusion pf educa. 
tional illstructlon there, has been one nTeat 
cause of the rcyolutiomry excitement ,;hich 
h<1s hroken out. ~o fnr then from discounte~ 
nflncin~' this :-;y:-;tcnl for fcar it ShOllld produce 
despotism, it oug;ht rather to be dis:l:i~sed on 
account of it. ... tendency to produce rcyolution ; 
but perhaps somc of its opponents if they think 
this would be it~ tendonCL would not bc :so Yio
lent in their opposition to it. 



Now the opposition tothe new educational 
system appears to-me not so much to arise from 
a disapprubation of the system itself, as it-does 
from all opposition to the introducing of it by the 
Hey. Eg'el'ton Ryerson. In a pamphlet published 
by him, he undertook to prove that Lord Met
calfe ,ns in the rig-ht in his difference with the 
ministry, now in -office. Now when a man 
commits himself so as to i11terfere between two 
g-rl'at political parties, I should suppose he be
lieves the opinions he publishes to ue founded 
in truth, and therefore he had an undoubted 
right to, and indeed it was hIs duty to publish 
them. Well, the existing government conceiv .. 
ing possibly. the pamphlet to have exhibited con. 
siderable talents, employs him in the improve .. 
ment of the educational system of the Province 
In this he appears to have made considerable 
progress, and is it .iust or rEasonable that he is 
to be displaced on the accession of a new Gov
ernment? Is it politic that the public should be 
deprived of the services of· a man of talent and 
zealous actjvity in a most important situation for 

'the public good, for a party dlfferel1ce that took 
plaee years ago? 

Moreover, the office of Superintendent of I 
Education is not a political one, and it appears by 
a late despatch from Lord Grey to the Gover
nor of New Brunswick that the resp6nsible 
government ceded to the Province does not. 
embrace the removal of the holders 'of offices 



not polit£cal. In my work on the present con
dition of United Canada, published a few years 
since in Montreal, I showed in an analysis of 
J,ord John Russcl's dispatch, of Nov. 1839, to 
the then Governor Gencral that that dispatch 
contained the true principl(~s of Responsible 
(;o\'crnmcnt; as far as it could be applied to a 
colony, and that the limits by "hich this res
ponsibility m1\,'.;t be hounded, must be at the 
dis('l"cliou of the Governor Gellcral, and I now 
obsen(~ ill the above-staled di~patch of Lord 
Grey's, that the H~l'y S;lII1C krill is emplo,H'd hy 
hilll to (knot!' those limit". It could not in<\c(,d 
he ()tlt('n\i,,(~, than that some limits should be 
fixed. 

For instancc, supposing that }[r. Papineall 
:-;llollld acqllil'\~ :t. majority in tl\(, House of As
S( '\IlLly J and YCIl t nre SIlCCf'SSflllIy to induce 
IIJ(~ milli,'.:tr), tn on'rturJI the cO]lstitution of the 
Proyincc, by making the L('gislatin' Council 
('I('din', &c. &c.-is it to h~~ supposed that a 
(~nY!'rn()r would s;mction slIch l)}"oceedincrs 

to 

I}(,C;IIIS(~ a majority in the Honsc of A,,:-,cmbly 
;I,~T('('d to it '( A GUH'rnor Gcneral is S('lIt 
0111 to ;1 ('olollY to administer its laws and to 
pre:.:('J'\(' tllat ~olony to Great Britain, and to 
maintain it:.: cOll:.:titution as bv law cstabli;-;hed. 
:--;hnllld, thcn.fore, such a contingenc~- as the 
;Iun\(' take place, all that a Goycrnor would 
do, wuuld ]w to dismi;-::s his ministers, dis:o.;n]ve 
the IIvusc oL\s;-;cllIbly, and probably proclaim 

1> 
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to their constituents, that they must elect repre
sentatiV('s who are "iIling to abide by the con
stitution of the Province. The principle of 
Responsible Governmen.t. must ther?fore, 
evidelltly, in a colony, be limIted by the dIscre
tion of its Governor. 

The Reformers of the Province may well 
be proud and happy in haying thus got a res
ponsible g'()\('rIllllcnt, but they should remem
ber it lllay be IJrou~ht into disrepute, if it be 
made an {Il::itrumellt' of lW.rsl11ll'ss, severity and 
oppression, which it may ea::iily be. I verily 
believe the great body of the Canadian public 
is tired of the ancient fcuds of tory, reformer, 
and radica.l, which have so long deformed the 
political state of the Proyince. The more en
lightened part of the public are now feeling 
that instead of these jarrings for place and pre
ferment, all these parties should turn more of 
their exertions to the advancement of the pub
lic welfare, in its agriculture, its trade and 
commerce, and improvements, and I believe 
it may be depended upon, that these yiews of 
the more enlightened parts of the constituen
encies will shortly prevail amonO" all. 
. Having now prc~entcd my hU~lble concep

tIons on educatlOn m general, we arrive at that 
part of it relatinO" to the instruction of our . I b agr?cu tU~'al youth in the modern improvements 
wInch SCIence has introduced into agriculture. 
I trust to have shown, when treating on the 
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agriculture or Western Canada in the fore .. 
going pages, that, in the expected event of the 
abrogation of the British Corn Laws "there 
will be but a very small chance for a market 
in Great Britain, any way remunerating to 
wheat growers." In this case it will be of 
high importance to our agriculturists to adopt 
the improvements of the modern system of 
agriculture now generally practised in the old 
country; for if by that system "the soil can be 
made to produce a greater number of bushels 
to the acre, and of a better quality, which I 
believe it can, the extra yield will be a clear 
gain to the farmer, less the cost of the improve .. 
ment. It appears that the soil in a few years 
falls off from its customry yield, if a judicious 
mode of restoring its waste, or as it is called, 
"keeping it in good heart" is not pursued. Some 
years ago, I believe the general yield of th!3 
land in Upper Canada was averaged at twenty 
to thirty bushels of wheat'per acre, and I have 
heard of 50 bushels on some farms; but as I 
have been informed by some intelligent farm
ers, the average is by no means so great now. 
Some years are said not to have averaged more 
than 12 to 15 bushels per acre. In several of 
the Eastern States of America the lands have 
been so exhausted that -,vliC~tt gro)ving is almost 
laid aside,(see Judge)luel's work on American 
agriculture.) And there is not a doubt that in 
the course of time our old clearca land in 
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Canada, unless a proper restorative agriculture 
is adopted, will be exhausted in the same man
ner. 

The introduction of agricultural societies 
over most parts of Canada, will no doubt have 
the good etiect of introducing a zeal and emu
lation amouno- our ao-riculturists for agriculture 

~ 0 . h 
and the improvements in it. I have III t e 
foregoing pages stated my ideas how they may 
eftect an increase in the produce of wheat, by 
offering such premium for the greatest number 
of bushels produced on an acre, as will make 
it worth the while of the farmer to take the 
additional trouble that may be required to gain 
the prize. But I am much inclined to believe 
that the most efficacious way of introducing the 
modern system of agriculture generally through 
'\T estern Canada, will be found in the estab. 
lishment of agricultural school farms through 
the Province. 

I have stated my plan, commencing'at page 
(1--1) of this work, for introducing the modern 
system into and through Eastern Canada, and 
as the same plan will probably answer for the 
Western part, I beg leave to refer the reader 
to it. Although many of the agriculturists in 
this part of the United Province are well ac
quainted with the lllode:rrI, system, there must 
be many who are not, as some who farm here 
h~ve not farmed in the old country, and many 
ot the poorer farmers in th~ various townships 
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might consider it advantageous to hire out 
their farms to government at a fair rent for the 
above purpose. The number of these experI
mental farms which it may be proper to begin 
with, must of course be determined on by the 
commISSIOners appointed by government. 
But jf by the plan I have proposed, they can 
be made to pay their own cost of working, 
they can, after the first leases are expired, be 
given up to the owner, who is to agree to adopt 
the modern system if he find it the most pro
ductive,-and other farms can be hired on the 
same terms and conditions in other townships; 
~o that, providing these f~lrms can be made to 
pay their cost of working, or nearly so, the 
improved and more productive system may 
be introduced into most of the townships with 
very little cost. 

If then these agricultural school farms can 
be fairly established, I have not a doubt they 
will prove to be the most palpable and effica
cious mode of diffusing the modern system of 
agricultural science, and as there are many 
gentlemen in Western Canada of great zeal for 
that science, should they approve of the plan 
proposed, as it may be made greatly to further 
the views of the agricultural societies now 
established, I should conceive these gentlemen 
would willingly consent to act as commission
ers to superintend the establishment of the 
farms, and the good conduct and scientific 
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management of the agriculturist appointed to 
carry them on. 

But another most important advantage that 
would arise to the province by the establish
ment of these school-farms will be, the oppor
tunities the youth of the country engaged in 
agriculture will have to acquire a k~owledge 
of the improved system. It, is I beheve: too 
often the case that our agricultural youth seek 
rather for employment in the towns and villages 
than in the avocations their parents have fol~ 
lowed. It is probably thought by some that 
town employment is of a higher grade than 
that of a farmer; others may conceive there is 
more chance. of fortune-making by it. In 
both of these notions I conceive they are mis
taken. There is no employment in the way 
of business more honourable than that of an 
intelligent and able farmer; and as to wealth, 
there are, I believe, very few in trade who can 
consider themselves more independent than 
the owner of a well cleared and cultivated 
and pai~-for farm. But if anything be requir
ed to raIse th~ e~ploy~ent ?f farming in the 
scale of elevatIOn ll1 socIety It is no doubt the 
infusion of some portion of scientific acquire~ 
ment into one of the most useful of the arts, 
tha~ is, agriculture. It has now indeed, become 
entitled to he called a science and has been 
thorougl~ly investigated by so.:ue of the most 
exalted III rank in scientific knowledge, Earl 
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Dalrymple,Sinclair, Sir H.Davy, Justus Liebig, 
and other~. 

In order, therefore, to afford a knowledge 
of this science to our agricultural youth, the 
agriculturist should be directed to allow the 
entrance into the school-farms of as manyyouth 
of the country whose parents wish them to be 
instructed in the school of modern agriculture. 
This may be done, either on paying a small 
yearly stipend, or otherwise, without any 
charge. . The scholars to be instructed in the 
modern mode of farming; and in order to ac
quire a more impressive knowledge of it, they 
might assist occasionally in the working of the 
farms. 

Some of the most approved works on the 
practical and theoretic parts of the modern 
system of agricultural chemistry, ought to be 
furnished for the farm, and lectures given when. 
ever an opportunity offers itself, from any 
gentleman sufficiently acquainted with the 
science, to gIVe one. By these means a love 
and zeal for this most important of the sciences 
would probably be diffused through the youth 
of the country; many of them would probably 
soon acquire a knowledge of the art of analyz. 
ing soils, by which they would be able to dis
cover their relative values, and they would 
also be enabled to leal'll what species of man
ure, artificial or natufal, is required to produce 
a good crop of the cel'alia or other vegetables. 
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Thus I trust to have shown in the foregoing 
pages, that there will be a great necessity f~r 
an important movement to advance the agrI
culture of Canada, with a view to increase the 
powers of production in its soil, to meet the 
probable change that is to take place in. the 
Corn Laws of the Parent State. I beheve 
that the .iudicious establishment of experiment~l 
school-farms properly,.;.; Ilperintended by patrobc 
and scientific gentlemen of the provin~e, ·who 
feel that zeal for so <1oing that ought to ani
mate them. I believe that these farms would 
be found a powerful means of diffusing the 
knowledge and practice of the modern more 
productive system of agriculture through the 
country, and an equally powerful means of in
structing rising youth in that system, giving 
them a taste for the occupation theyare brought 
up to, by raising that occupation in the scale 
of society; for when the mind has once acquir
ed a taste for scientific pursuits and discovery, 
it feels a delight therein, that is likely to pre
serve it from intemperate courses of amuse
ment. Thus may these establishments tend 
greatly to advance the happiness and prosperity 
of the rising generation. 

The next article in the Prospectus is the 
Trade and Commerce of the Province. 

It arrears that there is really an intention in 
the BrItIsh Government to rescind the restric
tions of the Navigation Laws; not indeed to 
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the extent that many people believe; for one of 
the chief conditions of these laws is, that three
fourths of the seamen shall be British, which 
is still to be enforced; but except the coasting 
trade and the fishe:ries, all other branches of 
trade are to be free for the competition of 
foreign nations. Now, it is well known that 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden, and probably 
Prussia and Russia, can build and sail vessels 
cheaper than Great Britain. Will not British 
trade be in that case chiefly carried on in those 
foreign vessels, and if so, what advantage will 
be the above said regulation, that British ships 
are to be manned by British seamen? And if 
the commercial marine of Great Britain fails, 
whence is to come the nurseries of seamen for 
our navy? 

In the present anarchical state of the nations 
of Europe, it does appear to me strange, that 
the Ministers of Great Britain should run the 
risk of such a change, which perhaps, may be 
repented of when too late. I cannot conceive 
they have so ventured, unless they are prepared 
to make such changes and regulations respect
il'lg British shipping, as may enable it to be 
built and manned, and sailed as cheap as those 
of other nations. . 

With respect to the effect of the removal of 
these restrictIOns OIl United Canada, they 
may indeed produce the taking off by the 
American Government, of the present duty 



they lay on our "wheat, when shipped to the 
States, but I am not of opinion they will take 
it ofl~ if shipped ground into flour. The great 
influence of the \tV estern States will probably 
rt'sist that, and as I have stated in the fore
going pages, if shipped in wheat, the destruc
tion of our mills and all the branches of trade 
connected with them will ensue. If our wheat 
is to find no market in Great Britain, and our 
a.~riculturists should thereby be led to ship it 
to the Statcs~ an evil no less than the probable 
separation of this Province from the Parent 
State may CI1S11C. The cause, as I have before 
said, why the merchants of the United States 
can give a higher price for wheat than the 
merchants of Canada is, that freights from the 
States to (;n'at Britain are lower than from 
Quebec or Montreal. N ow as Canada can 
build, man, and sail ships as cheap as the 
United States can, to remove the navio-ation 
laws as respects Carmda, will be an c~ident 
preference given to American vessels, and 
therefore a downright discouragement to the 
bui.lding and sailing of Canadian built ships, 
wInch would be contrary to sound and wise 
policy, and I am convinced will not long re
ceive the sanction of public opinion. 

If, therefore, by building Canadian vessels, 
we can senu Our wheat and flour home as cheap 
as in American vessels, we shall have no oc
casion to employ them, nor to send that wheat 
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and flour to the States, and we shall thereby 
avoid the danger above stated, and not deprive 
our mills and trades connected with them of 
employment. That part of our surplus wheat 
and flour which is not wanted for the supply 
of our blands and ports in the West Indies, 
can be then shipped to the mother country, in 
equal terms at least with a foreign nation, and 
this would greatly increase the trade, com
merce and navigation of the Province. 

It appears that a vessel called the Commerce 
has lately arrived at Buffalo from Montreal, 
in four days; the captain of which declared 
that his vessel could carry 3000 barrels flour 
through the St. Lawrence Canals. If then 
our statement above is correct, that compet
ent vessels can be built in Canada as cheap 
as in the States, the profits made by the Am
erican purchaser of our wheat or flour when 
shipped to that country, might be gained by 
this Province, and this I trust is another proof 
of our aforesaid proposition, "that United 
Canada, with the exertion of due wisdom and 
energy, is competent, in its present relation to 
Great Britain, to stand and to thrive on its 
own resources, without the necessity of seek
ing the aid of the United States." 'V hen_ the 
projected railroads from the Bay of Fundy to 
Quebec, and from P4ilrtland to Montreal, are 
completpd, British Goods will probably be 
brought up as early in the Spring to "-estern 
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Canada, as they could from these States, and 
all that wiII then be wanted to advance the 
trade and CQmmerce of the Province, will pro
bably be the construction of branch rail or 
plank roads through the interior of it. 

But, there is one thing "'hich requires im
provement for facilitating the trade of the Pro
vince, that is the circulating medium. 

Having been led by business to travel 
through many of the townships of the United 
province, I have found much difficulty in tran
sacting it from the great scarcity of circulating 
mediulI1. This is indeed often the case with 
individual traders in the old country; and the 
profound. author of the Wealth of Nations, 
ascribes it chiefly to overtradin![. The regular 
dealer, he says, if I recollect right, "the man 
who keeps his trading within his capital, never 
is in want of money," and that no doubt is the 
case with overtraders in this Province; but 
the generality of traders here do not over
trade; yet, in Canada the scarcity of money 
is almost always a general complaint, and the 
cause of this I conc€ive to be, that the great 
mass of the trade of the country is performed 
by barter. The Dry Good Merchant, 
generally, and often the Grocer, and other 
trades,. take wheat and produce in exchange 
for theIr goods, and consequently can transact 
the greater part of their trade with very little 
money. Now one great source of the perfec-



tion of trade and commerce is, the division of 
labour. Our Dry Good Merchant, the Grocer 
and other traders, have not only to understake 
and manage their own branches of trade, but 
they have also, by this barter, to deal in 
articles which they are often not well acquaint. 
ed with; and this perhaps is one cause why 
our wheat and flour have been so njfell ship. 
ped home in an improper state, and is so often 
landed in a damaged or. sour st;1 t('. "Canadian 
sour" is almost always quoted in the prices 
current. Now if a proper t1jyiC:lon of labour 
took place in thjfl branch of trade, jf the pur
ch;lse and shipments of wheat and flour were 
carried on by a set of nwrdmnts who ,n're 
confined to this l>r<lIlch, they would probably 
acquirq a thorough knowledge of the nature 
of those articles of produce, and would fmd 
means to have them shipped in such a stak <1.:-; 

to prevent their damagill~ or snurin~. The 
wheat and flour &c" \\ olllt! be paid for in cash 
by these produce shippin~ merchants, am! tIle 
dry good dealer, the grocer, &c., would haye 
nothing to do but to attend to 11 is mnl 
branch of business, and reccin~ cash pay-' 
ment ii'om the farmer or country dealer for 
his good~. ':\ow the much grca'tcr quantity 
of circul;il ill~ medium which would by the 
above pia ll, he required in the trallsaction of 
the husiness of the country, would tend also 
greatly to increase the bani.:i/lg· business, and it 
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wou 1<1 therefore be the interest of the banks to 
foster nnd cncoura[fC this division of labour 

" 
ill thl' trad" of the Province. 

In mentioning the article of "Health," in 
1Le Pr08pcctuR, my intention was to propose a 
plun few the prev(,Iltion of the spread of the 
dreadittl djS('~ISUS which haH~ of late years been 
introdlll'"d into it by the emigration here of 
great numbers of people from the old country; 
and as the cholera has this year appeared there, 
the health of the Province is in danger. 

Thanks to Providence, the greatly import
ant article ofthe general health of Canada needs 
but the common attention of its people to the 
changes of its climate for its preservation, 
and I have not a doubt that by due atten
tion many of the fevers which sometimes oc
cur in various parts of it might be greatly les
.sened. During the heats of summer the tone 
of the skin becom~s relaxed. Towards, and 
in the fall, the mornings and evenings become 
cold, often damp, and consequently chilly, and 
before the skin has time to recover its tone, 
disease ensues. Yet it appears to me that by 
far the greater number of the people take no 
precaution against the changes in the weather, 
at least not early enough to prevent disease. 
The human skin is one of the most important 
orga~s of the body, as respects health. It is 
I behev.e, reckoned by eminent writers, on 
diet and regimen, that a very great proportion 
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of our diseases arise froru a defect in what is cal
led its insensible perspiration. Common colds 
unattended to, says Doctor Buchan, "kill 
more than the sword." The vitality of the 
skin says another, is greater than that of the 
whole body. Now I have 101' many ),('<11'8 im
bided an idea, and have stated it to several 
medical men, that if a scale of the changes in 
the weather, and of the particular diseases 
occasioned by them were formed; a great 
light might be thrown upon the causes, and of 
course on the prevention of disease. It is 
well I~own that these chan,r(,s have a relation co 
to the actual state of the bod L In the winter, 
after the skin and body 1Iu"d time to recover 
the tone tlllT had lost in the heats of summer, 
.l have kllown changes of 40 d('grccs to come 
in one night at Quebec, and 110 remarkable 
dj~('asc to occur; but had such a change oc
curred in the spring or summer, it would pro
Imbly occa~i()ll a great mortality. I therefore 
beli('\'e that the science of pn~,cnti()n of dis
easC', tlw1 is, of pr('st'l"villg health, ,,"ill not ar
ri\(~ at its perfection uutil a scale is formed, 
somethill,!.!." in the form of what is called, the 
Atomic l\'l('dicul ~cale: by "hich is shown at 
one view the quantity of c«('h clcmcnt con
tained in the yariou:-,) kind::; of medicine; for 
jllsi.aIH'C', let the first column of the scale 
show the (];1' of tIll' month and \ car, the second 
column, the degrees of the thermometer, at 
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monung, noon and cYening, the third, the 
barometrical scale; the fourth column, the 
winds and weather; the fifth, the prevalent 
diseases; the sixth, explanatory remarks of 
the medical practioner. Let -this sanatory 
scale be made public weekly, by a Board of 
Health, which in my opinion ought to be 
formed in these times in every principal town 
in Canada. By the above scale the public 
would learn the actual relation which certain 
diseases have to the changes in the weather 
and atmosphere, and be enabled to guard 
against them. And I cannot but belie¥e that 
medical men would ensure a great benefit 
to the public, by the weekly publication of 
~uch a diary of the weather, and dis
eases consequent on its changes; and they 
would well deserve - remuneration for such 
serVlce. 

N ow to return to our article in the Prospec
tus, the preservation of the Health of the Pro
vince from the contagious diseases lately in
troduced by emigration. It appears that 
within this few years back, that delightful and 
hitherto healthy article of the nourishment of 
man, the potato, he has, from some unknown. 
cause ?een nearly deprived of. I have, in the 
foregomg pages, stated what I believe would 
be a preventative of this potato disease 
a~d need not here repeat it. The late 
diseases, may, I think, be in a great part as-
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cribed to this disease of the potato. Famine 
almost to starvation, in many instances, and 
probably deficient 1I0urishment in many more, 
added to conseqnent poverty and iIl~llfficient 
clothing, produced fevers and other disf';tses; 
and most probably tllf'se \\cre illCl"cascd II} the 
consumption of potatos not frce from the 
(Iisoase. In this situation did thousands cross 
the Atlantic and arrive in tilis coulltrr; tho 
loss of life to several of the rrspcctal ,jl'~ (' har
actors of the province, was the conseql1CIIU', 
men whose Illllllflllity led thelll II) e.\I)l)S'~ 
themselves for Ille cure of t Ilt'sl~ ulIl; 1["lunate 
people. Now it IS Irllt~ tlt;d tilC I,"gislature 
of the Province Ita;;,;" dispatched slroll!! rl'IllOIl
strances on tllis subjectto.tlte)lolllc C()\I'rll

ment, which "ill no doubt have due 1'11;'ct, as 
far as good regulations can BerYl'. But there 
is a duty which the Legislature 0\\"('8 to itself 
a.nd the public superior to this representation. 
\\" 0 are intercstctl in (,Ilcouraging a proper 
('migration, ailli we \\ ish to treat the diseased 
among them with due humanity and reljct~ but 
humanity itsdf is to be guided by reason, awl 
the pres,'nation of the public ti'om sllch an in
fliction as t/wy haw ('ndured, is a paramoWft 
duty of the Lt~gislature. 

The potato dl~l'asc has again occurred, a. 
will probably prodllct' Bearly thc salllC ('ileets 
as in Jat!' y{'ar~. The dreadful c1lOlera. is n]::,o 
ill Engiluid awl Scotland, aud the Briti~h 
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Government is now strongly urged by the 
public press to promote emigration, and the 
relief from emigration to the colonies is be
coming popular in England. It is probable 
therefore, that the Goyernment will be con
strained to help emigration. To what colony 
is indec"d uncertain. The south seas is power
fully recommended. To me it appears that 
as the Oregon question is now settled, and as 
it is probable that great sources of trade 
and commerce to the east, may arise in a few 
years, it would be the interest of Great Britain 
to people that country, and thus preserve 
or create perhaps a lucrativc commerce with 
the settlements in ChiIla and the East Indies. 
At least, it appears the Americans, vI-hose 
sagacity in trade afiairs is almost proverbial, 
arc already talking on this subject, and expect 
great things from it. 

Eut as it is however probable that Canada 
will hU"\e a share in future emigration, it is' 
highly proper and an incumbent duty on its 
Legislature and people, that all evil consequ
ences thereof, shall be as much as may be, pre
vented. In a lecture given by his honour the 
present Judge Sullivan, he proposed to form 
?- settlement for his countrymen from Ireland, 
III some part of Canada, which, if I understood 
him rightly, lays somewhere between the head 
of Lake Superior and the Rocky Mountains, 
for Canada be it remembered, extends over a 
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part of these mountains to the Pacific. ~ ow 
allowing the country to be as Mr. Sulliyan 
stated, well adapted for Rcttlement, there arc 
still two great objections to it; fir:-:t, that the 
emigrants must pa:;:; throlI!...(h all Canada, and 
thr:rehy chance tn COlfllllllllicatl' dl:-:ea:;('; and 
sl'conJly, the di:;tance is so immen,."c that pro
bably no markets i(:If their produce could relIlu
w~r;II,n them. 

]\ow there is a tract of country in Eastl'rIl 
Canada which is not liable til thl'~I' objl:ctillllS, 

The country up the gT(,,,t Hi\I'r S:tguenay, 
is said to be salubrious and well ndaptcd fur 
settlell If ~Jl t. It is \'c r.Y probable that g'o,'( TU
BlPnt have lands in that dil'f'f'lilljJ; uut wltdhl'l' 
or not, t hey might probably he purchascd on 
"vry casy tertus, lfpracticahll', I conceive it 
is due t4) the safety of the Proyince from di:o;CllSO 

that the emigrallts should be locatl'd there', and 
that proper and sufiici('llt hospitals should bo 
('stablished there for those who are sid.1\". 
This n'gulation should, I cUllcei"e, be ill force 
until sume more fiuourable chLlllge takes place 
in the times as regards health. 

It appears a ycssel has just arriH'd at X ew 
York, fl'om Ireland, in which a great number 
are said to have perished by the Asiatic 
Cholera, and it secJ.lls tu be the opinion of 
(,llIiw'nt medical mcn, that it will find its way 
through Canada. It seems to mc therefore, 
in particular, that somc eifectiyc means shoukl 



92 

be adopted to prevent that fatal dis~ase from 
spreading through the country, and do not 
believe there is any othe'f more likely to be ef
fcC'tive than the one I have suggested above. 

The next part of our Prospectus is the greatly 
important subject of the present state of the 
Protestant religion, with a view to harmonize 
its sects, and perhaps ultimately to bring them 
into one prm('rful united body. 

My mother W:1:" a Presbyterian of the origi
nal church of Scotland, and I of course went 
to that church, while in my native city, old 
Quehec, until I went to school in England at 
nine years of age. All the school was regularly 
taken to the Church of England, and I among 
the rest. And when put apprentice to the chemi
cal lip.e in London, by my worthy guardian, 
who had been a Commissary in Gen. Wolfe's 
army, it so happened that my master had a seat 
also in the Church of England, and sent me 
there regularly. I have since generally follow
ed t~at church, because about the time of my 
commg to the age of reason, I considered that 
the form of its service, if well imbibed, is calcu
lated to inspire the heart and the mind with 
all that a sound and reasonable reliO'ion can 
require. I feel, however, a O'reat regard for the 
persuasion followed by my ~other. I have often 
attended, t~at church, have heard many pious 
prayers ,Ill It, as well as in the Chapels of the 
MethodIsts, and other se~ts; but the quality 
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of these all depends on the quality of the 
preachers, while the service of the Church of 
England does not. It standel on its own firm 
foundation, containing all that I believe the 
creature can reasonably ask or religiously feel 
towards his Creator. 

I have thus for many years been nurtured 
in the l~rotestant religion, which I consider as 
founded on the justest fe,·lings of the heart to
wards God, and the soothing hopes of a Lle:"sed 
future state, by the mediation ofthe Redeemer. 
And here I wish to observe, that I bcli,·yc this 
Christian religion i~ desi,~lled to Lrill~ and 
to lwep mankind ill the happi('~t degree (If ad
vancement which human ~()ciet.v i;-; probably 
capable of attaining; and this day being 
Trinity Sunday, I heg learu to of reI' an <l1lt'C

dot~ relating to theTrinity,a~ the ,~n'art founda
tion-stone orihis religion. Forty years ago, I 
was attending a meeting in Exeter Hall, ill 
London, presided over by Lord Bexley. It was 
a meeting of some religious society, and a dis
clI~~ion came on respecting the choice of one 
of the otHccrs who was said to be a e nitarian. 
Among the various speakers pro and con, a 
gentleman who stated himself to be an 0fficer 
ill the Royal Navy, amI a Roman Catholic, made 
an observation at the close of his speech, which 
I considered to be a yery strong and sound one. 
,. If," said he, ,. it bs the wish of tbis society 
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to pr('sC'l'YO tho C.h~·istian Religion, let them 
hold b"t hy the Tfllllty." 

Now I neyel' have thought that it would filn 
to my lot to ,nite upon the subject of religion, 
and probably never should, but wIthin these 
few years the most unprecedented and to me 
unexpected and strange surmises have arisen 
on the subject of Protestantism, principally as 
connected with the Church of England.
The first singular occurrence of this sort that 
came to my knowledge, was on the perusal 
some eight or ten years since, of a letter or 
address said to be written by the late Daniel 
O'Connell to the people of England. It gave 
a statement of the great number of Roman 
Catholic churches a~ld chapels that had been 
and ,,~ere then building in England, and conclu
ded "'ith an account of a number of converts 
to that religion, and a warning piece of ad
vice to the people of England, that they had 
better do the same· This 'fas as far as I could 
comprehend the meaning of what appeared to 
me a most absurd address. _ 

A few years after that. however, to my still 
greater surprise, a great movement appeared 
to have arisen in the Church of England itself. 
The discipline of that Church had, it seems 
become in the course of years, much relaxed, 
and those whom it considered as its enemies 
were gaining ground, and probably pressino
hard upon it. Some changes in the usu~ 
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form took place in some of the Churches, or 
rather a recurrence to certain forms which 
had not been practised for many year:", and 
also certain sermons preached IJ'y Dr. Pusey, 
and others, gave considera\Jlc alarm to many 
of tbe cOllgregatiolls, who concci \ eel that the~e 
transactions showed a leaning- 1<)\\ arus {be 
Churchof Rome. 1 must ~ay, thaL 1111) ~elr had 
very uneasy fcelill!!,·s at thesc occurrences at 
that that tilllc. Like all Otlll'1' Pl'utc~tallts 
who have from their youth heard and reau ~o 
much ofthe persecutions of that church, I felt 
considerable alarm. 

Soon after this I fell in wiiha work puhlished 
in Montreal on PuscyiSllJ by a mipister of the 
church of Geneva, and "ho "as of course an 
enemy to PlIseyislIl. From this work I Jound, 
that so far from the dl'sig·n of Puseyisl1l being 
to ura w or assimilate the Church of Eng·land 
to that of Rome, it desilJ;ned to carry the C lmrc h 
of Eng;land 300ycars heyond, nallll'iy to the time 
of the A postles. Its ucsig-n was tu (' laim an 
Apostolic Orig·in and to restore the ChUl'ch 
to a more rig·ill state of discipline.-~·ow 
if this he really the sole dcsig·n of this 
lllovement of the Church I must confess I not 
only think tlwre can \)(' no ground of alarm in 
it, Imt that it is one which the present state of 
a"great part of the \\orIel, anu which the gTeat 
tendelll'r to looseness of morals and relig-illlls 
feeling anti infidelity among lllany, loudly ~ calls 
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for. I was, therefore, much relieyed to meet 
~hortly afterwards an address from the Bishop of 
l.ondon to his Diocese, ,,'herein he disclaims 
and disapproves of any such assimilation to the 
('hurch of Rome. I had also the satisfaction 
to hear the venerable Bishop of Toronto de
lin'r his address to the Clergy of his Diocese 
containjn~ the same sentiments. 

I am also happy to hear from a Rev. Clergy
man, that the present Archbishop of Canter
bury is of the same sentiments. I must say 
that as a Protestant, I could not nor would not 
attend Divine Service in any Protestant Church 
if I believed its Clergyman was at heart dis
pose!] to Romanism. I consider the Protestant 
Heligion as the relj~ion ofthe heart. I relieve 
that it is on the foundation of this feeling that 
the people of England are attached to it, and 
I cannot but consider it would he highly im
prudent m the ChUJ"ch of Eng'land to run the 
risk of losing the affections of its people, by 
any movement it might consider proper to in. 
troduce, and that it ou~ht by a solemn and 
explicit declaration, discountenance and put 
down any attempts of its memhers that might 
prol]uce thislamentahlp- effect of creating alarm 
and perhaps alienation in the minds of her 
people. 

The Church of Rome is certainly one of the 
oldest Christian Establishments, but certain 
causes have produced a separation of many of 
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her members from her; and there are three of 
these causes, which unless they can be removcu 
must ever prevent an assimilation between 
these Protestant Churches, and that Church 
of Rome. The first is, the free permission of 
the usc of the Bible. The Bible is stated by 
all Christian Churches to be the 'Vord of (~od, 
and of those who believe so, none who arc at 
all advanced above the lowest degree of ignor
allce of mind, will be lon~ pren·ntod from the 
perusal and study of it. The Bible has receiv
ed the most profound admiration from some 
of the ,visest and mQ,St learned llIen of all na
tions, and .in these times when so much li!..dlt
ness of minu, frivolity, and love of no\dty 
prevails among the young and thoughtlc·~,"" 
there is, I believe no book more cOmpd('Ilt tu 
keep their hearts and minds right, than the 
Bible. To keep the world then from this 
bread of a future life ill its present state of in
tcllig('Ilce and advancement, would be almost 
a~ flltill', as to endeavour to keep it irom the 
bread of the present life. 

Another cause of prcycntion of assimilation 
of Protestants to the Church of Rome is the 
bowing down to images. This being directly 
contrary to the Second Commandment; Pro
testants can neveJ' agree to it. It is true, that 
the Roman Clergy asscrt, that the images are 
only intended to give the people a more tangi
ble idea of the diyinity, and so to carry up their 

E 
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minds towards Him with more effect; but, 
notwithstanding this explanation; of their 
clergy, I belieye, from what I have observe.d 
myself that the lower classes have not then 
minds sufficiently informed and spiritualized, 
to separate the image from the reality; and 
the second commandment herein shows its 
deep insight into the nature of the human mind. 

The third cause of prevention of the assim
ilation of Protestants to the Church of Rome, 
is the doctrine of transubstantiation. The 
28th article of religion of the Church of Eng
land "On the Lord's Supper," is as follows: 

" The Supper of the LOl~ is not only a sign of the 
love that Christians ought to have among themselves 
one to another; but rather is a Sacrament of our 
redemption by Ohrist's death; insomuch that to such 
as rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same 
the Bread which we break is a partaking of the 
Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of B"lessing 
is a partaking of the Blood of Christ." 

"Transubstantiation(or the cbange of the substance 
of Bread and Wine) in (be Supper of the Lord, can 

.110t be proved by holy ·Writ; but is repugnant to the 
plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the name of 
a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many su
perstitions. " 

"The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in 
the Supper only after an heavenly and spiritual man
ner .. And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is 
receIved and eaten in the Supper is Faith." 

" .The Sa~rament of the Lord's Supper was not by 
OhrJst'~ ordlllance reserved, carried about lifted up 
Or worshipped." " 
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The idea of the change of the Sa~ramental 
Broad and Wine into the actual Body and Blood 
of the Saviour, is in my opinion totally contrary 
to human reason, and having made this observa
tion when conversing with a gentleman on the 
subject, he asked me in reply, 'whether the idea 
of the Trmity was not also contrary to reason. 
I told him I did not consider it so, and I here 
state my reasons for this belict: There arc 
several instances, even in the present state (If 
our existence, where the heart and mind 
of one person may be said to acquire a 
double and even a treble state of identical ex
istence. In the case of a certain dC'~.!)·('e and 
stage of the passion of love, the h~art and 
mimI of the lov('r has beencllang('d to :-;\l('h ex
cess as almost to be entirely identified with its 
object. The poet Tho111I;:-:(l1l d('seribe:-:l this 
stage of the passion \,,<:11: "She alone seen, 
heard and felt, flows through the nerves and 
boils along the brain." Even, indeed, in a 
more pure and reasonable degree of this pas
~iOIl, the heart becomes almost identified ,,-ith 
its object. I remember a story I heard some 
fifty }C'ars ago, when duels were far more com
mOil than at present on a love account, a young 
gentleman became in\"o!';ed in one. The 
parties went from England to tllB continent to 
settle the affair. The young geritleman recei
ved a ball through his chest; and so surprised 
were the Physicians that attended him, that 
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the ball had not passed through his heart, that 
Doctor Pitcain, an eminent London physician, 
actually passed a sword through a dead su~
ject in the exact direction of the ball, and It 
ran directly through the heart, upon which t~e 
Doctor made this elegant observation to hIS 
young patient. ., Y ollng gentleman, said he, 
it was well for you that your heart was with 
your mistress." In the case again of a mar
riage for love; may it not be said that this 
happiest union of nature makes the couple two 
in one, and this question I have no hesita
tion to leave to the ladies, (who are by far the 
best juds..:es in these affairs,)to decide. And hav
ing I think proved, that in some, though perhaps 
too rare iIlstances in human life, two separate 
beings may almost be said to exist as one, we 
will continue the case to the supposition of this 
happily united couple having offspring, a son for, 
instance. Who does not know the feelings of a 
mother for her child even in gener1:J,1 nature? 
How intensely deep then are they likely to be in 
the case of a happy and sympathetic union 
above mentioned; and how likely is it that the 
male parent might happen to be a man possess
ed, as the Phrenologist would say, of large 
organs of Philoprogedit;yeness; (but as I, who 
am no warm ?eli8'lcr in Pln-c,:lOlogy) would say 
,vh~se heart IS ctrongly affected with domestic 
feelmgs. How easy it is to conr.8ive that such a 
man would sympathize with his wife's tendernes3 
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for her offspring, and thereby shew the two oL
jects identified with the third. To conclude, 
there are not wanting instances where the loss 
of a child has occasioned tIle death of parents. 
If then, even in human nature, instances may be 
found where, by the force of the passions and 
the affections, three persons may be so inter
twined and assimilated as very nearly to form 
but one. How may we not more justly reason 
by analogy that such a state may exist in spirit
ual life! It is true this is highly mysterious; 
but a Trinity of three Gods ill OIlt', is it any 
ways fuller of mystery to our finite minds than 
the mystery of one God? 'Vhen Philosophers 
of the most c.\t('llsivc and profound knowledge 
of NatLln~, in all her stages (li'om the blade of 
grass, through all the depths of the earth and 
ocean man can explore up to the most astollish
ingly distant objects in the Ilea Yell:',) when tllCse 
Philosophp,rs perceive in all these \\ondcrs,con
vincing proofs of unity and wisdom of dc:-;igll, 
they find they have arrived at a final caU:-:ie, tlIC} 
find that they can go no farther; but 'tlll'} rind 
also that that this final cause is indeed, ., In
comprehensible." The most profound and in
telligent human mind can never conceiyc how 
a being can create itseIt~ and that from eter
nity. It has indeed arrived at a final but incom
prehensible cause, it has also arrived at the 
mystery, that compills it to be satisfied, to be 
silent, and to adore. 
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There appears to me therefore, nothing con
trary to human reason, to conceive that the 
Deity may exist in Trinity. 

But the idea of the transubstantiation of the 
Body of Christ; that is, that the identical 
bread and wine 'rhich is administered at the 
present day, is actually part of the Body and 
Blood of the Redeemer, when he existed on 
earth, is not only contrary to human reason, 
but it is contrary to the actual laws of nature 
formed by the Deity himself. The actual Body 
of the Saviour as he existed on earth could 
never have amounted in weight to the bread 
and wine used in the administration of the 
sacrament, since his death. I mean to say, 
that, allowing the bread and wine employed in 
the sacrament was part of his body at and some 
time after his death, the weight of the bread and 
,yine that has been employed in the sacrament 
since, must have greatly exceeded the weight 
of the Body of the Saviour at the time of his 
death; there tore the bread that is employed at 
the present day cannot possibly be part of that 
body. This is an evident proof to my mind 
that the sense of the Scriptural account is 
purely symbolical and spiritual, as it is justly 
considered by all Protestant Christians. By a 
law of nature, it is impossible to be otherwise, 
and it is equally impossIble to believe that 
Deity could intend to convey any meaning 
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contrary to the inevitable and unchangeablo 
laws he had established. 

It is . true that the Church of Rome has of 
late adopted several reforms. \Vhether any 
change is to be made in the said doctrine, I am 
not aware, but of this I fecI confident that it is 
totally impossible that Protestants can give 
faith to transubstantiation. 

But, however repugnant to Protestant religi
on may be the creed or practice of the Church 
of Rome, the followers of that Chllfch have an 
undoubted right to their own fc(·jill!2;s and con
victions, that induce them to follow the rules 
and disciplme of that church; and nobody 
prevents nor molests them in so do i IIg. On 
the other hand Protestant;'; ha \e the 1':1111(' 

right to followtlteir convictions. Y ct Ilohyith
standing thi~ plain rule of right of all to their 
own convictions, a scene took place ycry late
ly in the British House of Commons ,,,ltic h 
wen requires notice. A Roman Catholic mem
ber, I 1l{·Jicyc a nobleman, allowed, in a speech 
he delivered there, that there was an antagon
i~1Il between the two religions, and that he 
believed it would never cease until the Pro
testant religion was d()stro}ed. \Vhereupon 
a Protestant member whose name I do not re
collect thanked the noble Lord for his candour 
and contrasted it with the conduct of others 
who carried on the same hostility to Protest
p.nism, but would not avow that they did so. 
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lIe told them abo that he was well aware that 
that hostility did exist on the part of the 
Church of Rome, and that the Protestant re
ligion was ready prepared to encounter and 
to oycrcome it. 

'Ye Rhall now proceed to develop the causes 
that render necessary this Protestant move
ment, with a vicw, as stated in the Prospectus, 
" to harmonize its sects, and perhaps ultimately 
to bring t.hem into one powerful united body." 

The causes which call upon professors of 
the Protestant religion, to t:tke immediate 
steps towards endeavouring to form this union 
are manifest, and considering what.we have 
above stated to have taken place in a church 
whose congregations in all parts of the world 
form a very numerous portion of those profes
sors, such steps have become imperative on 
cycry true Protestant. N eyer did I expect I 
should live to hear any doubts or surmises on 
the Protestant character of the church of Eng
land, and it muc;t be eyident to all other sects 
of Protestagism, that \yere these doubts and 
surmises really founded on fact, and to become 
thereby r(,Hiiz"ed, the stability of all other sects 
of Protestants might be seriously affected. 

The abon~ statcll facts I consider then to 
form one prominent cause why Protestants of 
every denomination should wish to draw in 
c!oser union the bonds of Protestant prin
CIples, and should take steps to form one unit-



105 

ed body, whose powerful voice should propound 
and maintain those principles intact and on an 
immoveable basis. 

Before specifying the denominations of the 
Protestant sects I am now addressing, I will 
state the substance of what I published on this 
subject, in a little work called "A Tour through 
the Eastern Townships," published in Mont
real a few years since. 

Observing that ill some of those Townships 
various sects were in the habit of joining to 
enable them to build chapc'ls, to be used alter
nately by each sect, I obscrY('d that it might 
be advisable for the Church of England to 01\l'1" 
encouragement to this proc('('dillg, as tending 
to beget a friendly feeling betwccll those sects, 
and I remarked that in furtherance of that elld 
if on one day in the year a general meeting of 
them all, during the fine summer wcatl)('r, a 
general form of prayer could be agrccd on by 
the clergy of each sect, which form should have 
no reference whatever to the peculiar doctrines 
of each sect; and a sermon formed on the 
same principle, it might have the e1fect of pro
ducing this h'iendly feeling, and do away with 
many unfounded prejudices against each other, 
and I concluded with obsening that if such an 
annual meeting could be agreed on, it would 
tend greatly to root out infidelity; and that pos
sibly nothing wouldhe more likely to meet the 
approbation of the Deity than this cOl:dial and 
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united adoration of all sects. A few years after 
the publication of the above little work, I had 
the'satisfaction to learnthat a great union of dif
ferent Protestantsects, and, I believe, even some 
Roman Catholics, had taken place in England, 
called the Evangelical Society, which appears 
to have had the very same design as I had 
proposed in the above work published in Mont
real; namely, the conciliation of the various 
sects of Christians. 'Vhat the state or result 
of this society is, I am not well informed, but 
I have been tol<1 it has hitherto been partly a 
failure, and the more the pity. It is how
ever probable t hat Protestantism will now feel 
the necessity of a close combination to avow 
and sustain their religious creed. It is indeed 
matter of regret, that Protestanism should be 
wasting and frittering away its strength by the 
endless subdivisions that have taken place in 
it, while the Roman Catholic Church has ac
quired its strength chiefly by an undeviating 
persistence, and is no doubt deriving lUuch 
satisfaction from these endless divisions in 
Protestanism. It is matter of hiuh rearet, and 
indeed of astonishment that the ~liuign of the 
Saviour of mankind, which he int~nded as a 
source ?f union, of peace, of love, and unity 
among Its followers, should really have on the 
contrary produced among too many of these 
P.rotestant s~cts a Source of bitter acrimony, 
dIstrust, and Jealousy. Nothing can be a stronger 
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proof that the true design of tte Christian re
ligion has been entirely mistaken, and that we 
require to retrace our steps to the time of its 
original organization, by its Divine Author. 

We shall therefore now examine into these 
divisions, shall offer observations upon them, 
and continue to develop the necessIty for the 
Protestant movement referred to above. 

When the Roman Catholic contemplates 
these divisions in the Protestant sects, he natu
rally enough considers everyone of them as 
proofs to him of the truth of his own. 1\ ow, 
whether that religion Le right or wrong, one 
truth concerning it at least is, that, since the 
Reformation no importallt divisions hay" taken 
place in it, and this is probably one great cause 
of its power and influence; and that church i:'l 
probably observing the Protestant divisions 
'with no little complacency, and probably yie\\,.; 
this debilitating cause as one which lllay here
after produce an absorption of these mutually 
inimical sects into her own pale. 

Now it does certainly appear to me, that 
these bickering jealouses and frequent animosi
ties of many Protestant sects, are totally un
worthy, and below the elevated character of 
this enlightened age. I believe that so grating 
are these sensations to the feelings of the pres
ent times, that means will be found at no dis
tant period, finally to put an end to then'. 
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Some of the sects object to having Bishops 
and Archbishops in the Church, yet Bishops 
were ordained in the Apostle's times, or nearly 
so; and what is a Bishop, but a clergyman of 
degTee, and why is it not equally needful to 
have officers of superior degree to watch over 
and direct the conduct of the inferior ones of a 
great church (w here they must of necessity be 
numerous) as it is in every'()ther great depart
lllent of lite. The success of an army in the 
defence of the country it belongs to, as frequ
ently depends on tne qualities and characters of 
its superior officers, as it does on any other 
cause, and when to the solemn convictions of 
Christianity, which ought to form the basis of 
the clerical character, the prospect of dignified 
preferm ent is added) I should conceive that 
one of the greatest incitements to the acquisi
tion of the powerful talents required to an
nounce the truths of religion, is formed. 

Again, the actual difference in the various 
doctrines of the Protestant sects does not appear 
to be of any high importance. I have occasi
onally attended most of their meetings and 
could not discover any snch difference in their 
public worship. Some sects may believe that 
faith, and others that good works are the more 
important to salvation. 

Bnt all the sects believe in Father, Son, and 
Holr <?host, t.h~ three cardinal points of the 
ChnstIan RelIgIOn, and all the sects inculcate 
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the practice of the moral and social religiou,j 
virtues. Where then is the great difference,' 
To those sects who profess to believe in the 
Trinity, I would say, that all these difference;.: 
or sources of disagreement, are as dust in the 
balance when compared with the high mor;.,) 
and social, and religious advantages that WOI d : 
accrue to every sect could a holy and cordi:l! 
union of all be accomplished. 1 have hf';-t r" 
in many of the various meetings the preachc:' 
complain of the infidelity of the age and I do nut 
know any mode more likely to strike the infidel 
with awe, than this solid and powerful union. 

Ono prominent and probably the ,!.!,T(·att-:-: 
cause of the dissatisfaction, and complainilJ!, 
of some s(·cts, is that the Church of Eng-law: 
is called the established national rcIi~iol1 
This is indeed it most importan.t consider~tiol~' 
V cry many are of opinion that there should b,) 
no established religion. For myscll' I mu, t 
say, I hope novel' to see the day whell that 
happens. So fur am I from beJieYil1!.!: that til', 
State should not sanction and uphold religiu11 
that I think it the greatest hOllour and the 
greatest policy that it docs do so, and that i; 
would be the greatest disgrace if it did not, 
and scripture bears m~ out here. "Sin;' sa)" 
the Scripture is a disgrace to any nation and 
how can the government of a nation be justifi~ 
cd before the Almighty Throne, if it does not 
endeavour to prevent it? and where is thcr~ .. <! _ 

'" .;:;t. 
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more potent means of preventing it,. tha~ in 
sanctioniD!!, prom~)~':lg and supportmg Just 
religious principle and practice. Hum<l:n laws 
are indeed enacted by the state, to pumsh the 
coruptions of the heart, and its disregard, of 
the dictat.es of morality; the Divine law, well 
infused into the heart, strikes deeper; it pre
vents that corruption, and the causes arising 
from it. 

The S(i\"crcio'n of Great Britain is bound by 
law to profess °the Protestant religion. But 
has not that Sovereign, his nobles and the 
high personages of the land, an equal right to 
choose their Protestant church as well as any 
of hi~ subjects. This question I conceive \ViiI 
be answered by all the sects in the affirmative, 
as just and reasonable. 

So far therefore am I from thinking that 
there should be no established church, that it 
will be seen hy the propositions I shall shortly 
make, with due humility to all sects of Protest
ants, that I believe that the present state of 
that religion and of the world requires that all 
the sects when amounting to a certain number 
of adherents should be nationalized. 

The Church of England has hitherto been 
considered as the national church; but should 
the union I shall have the honour to propose 
be finally adopted, she will find her grandeur 
greatl'y augmented thereby an~ her peace and 
secul'lty more firmly established. I should 
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therefore humbly conceive she would not only 
oppoE;e no unreasonable obstacle, but gladly 
promote its accomplishment. 

Whether the initiative of this great work 
could come from heriJdf, I am not competent 
to s:ty. A great preparatory f'fep has 1)('cl1 
made by the above named evangelical :-:ocidy, 
among whom were, no doubt mauy of the 
Clergy of the Church of England, and I mueh 
hope that Ro('iety will not abandon their ohj,'ct, 
but persevere zealously in cHarts ",hiell wuuld 
tend, whell ohtained, to the ~dory ofPrn1l':otant
ism. And so convinced am I, that this go'at 
ol)ject oCtlte union of Protestallts is at tiIi~-time 
wanted to g'ive that strcngth t~ Protcstanif'lll 
which it so much requires, that I now humbly 
propose to all sects of Protestants and to their 
ministers, that a general convocation should be 
promoted and call1'd, in furtherance of this 
great object. To these members I would say, 
that after years of deliberation on this subject; 
after having duriIlg that period, deeply regret
ted the dill{'l'I'lI(,cs ('xisting among the Yariuu,,, 
sects; alter witllCf'sing the on:11t8 stated 
above w hich haH~ transpired during these years 
I have fclt pGrsuaded tlmt the present state 
of Protestanislll requires on the I'llrt of its pro
tl'ssors a solemn,energctic and united attempt to 
effect such a union as shall put an end to thes9 
jarring u!visions in Protestant society, and 
shall place the Protestant religion on that high, 
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firm, and immoveable ground which its sound 
and reasonable basis deserves. 

It is on these arounds I now humbly venture 
to offer for the c~nsideration of the ministers of 
the various congr('gations the plan proposed. 
The motives that have led me so to do, I have 
no doubt the ministers of these congregations 
will duly appreciate, but their united wisdom 
must decide on the advantages that would 
arise from this plan, and of the best mode of 
proceeding to its accomplishment. Many in
deed may be the difficulties foreseen and to be 
encountered, but \"hat great and good end is ac
complished without them? The advance of 
the world, in .these days, in almost every de
partment of life; the high progress in science; 
requires that religion should also be advanced 
to keep pace with them, and I know of no way 
so effectually to do this as for all Protest
anism to unite, and to ascend together to the 
great, organic and original construction of that 
religion by its divine founder. Sublimely simple 
as it is, it seems impossible it should not be 
completely competent to produce the effect it 
was designed for the perfect union of all sects 
of all ih;; professors. 
Exln::ctsfrom the Rev. Clw1'les Buck's Theology. 

Arllcle EPISCOPACy.-Archbishop Usher projected 
a plan for the reduction of Episcopacy, by which he 
would have brought it Wiry near the Presby1erian 
Government of the Scotch church. The weekly 
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parochial vestry answering to their church session, 
the monthly synod to be held by the Chorepiscopi 
answering to their Presbyterians, the diocesan 
synod to their provincial; and the national to their 
general assembly. The meeting of the Dean and 
Chapter practised in the Church of England, is but 
a faint shadow of the second, the Ecclesiastical comt 
of the third, and the convocation of the fourth. 

Artieh~ METHODISTS, PROTESTANTS.-This deno
mination was formed in the year 1729, by one Mr. 
Morgan, and Johu Wesley. In the month of Nov., 
that year, the latte): being a Fellow of Lincoln Col
lege, they went to sp{'nd some eYenings in reading 
the New Testament with Mr. Charles Wesley, Stu
dent, &c. &c. 

At the tim~ this society w~s formed, it was said 
that the whole Kingdom of England was tcnding 
fast to infidelity, and therc is every rC~lSUll to beliCVL: 
the Methodists were the instnuhents of stelllming 
this torrent. 

The doctrines of the W cslcyan l\Iethodists accord
ing to their own account are the same as the Church 
of England, as set forth in her Liturgy, Articll's and 
Homilies. 

Respecting original sin, free will, the just ifica
tion of m('n by good wor);:s, and works done before 
justification, Mr. \Vesley refers us to whai :,~ :-aid 
on the subject, in the former part of the ninth, tentll 
cleve nth,t welfth and thirteenth articles of the Church 
of England. 
Considerable numbers of the Calvinist and Annen

ian Methodists approve of the diseipjine of the church 
of England, while many it is said are dissenters on 
principle. Mr. Wesley, ancl.l'fr. Whitfield were both 
brought up in, ancl paicl peculiar respect to that 
church. 



Article PRE~nYTERIANS.-The Presbyterians be ... 
lieve that the authority of their ministers to preach 
the gospel, to administer the sacraments Baptism and 
the Lords Supper, and to feed the flock of Christ, is 
derived from the Holy Ghost by the imposition of 
the hands of the Presbytery, and they oppose the in
dependent scheme of the common rights ofChristial,1s 
by the same arguments which are uscd for that pur
pose by the Episcopalialls. They affirm however 
that tbere is no order in the churches established by 
Christ and his apostles as superior to that of Presby 
tl'rians, that all ministers being ambassadors o{ 
Christ are equal in their commission; that Presbyter 
and Bishop though different orders, are of the same 
import, and that prelacy was gTadnally e§tablished. 
upon the primitive practice of making the Modera
tor or Speaker of the Presbytery a permanent office. 

These positions they maintain against the' Epis",
('opaiians, by the following Scriptural arguments. 
They observe that the apostles planted churches by 
ordaining Bishops and Deacons in every city, &;c. 

* * -1: * * * 'I< * 
Again Timothy, whom the Episcopalians allege. to. 
have been th~ first Bishop of Ephesus, was present 
when tha settlement WelS made, Acts xx. '5, and it 
is surely not to be supposed that had he been their 
Bishop, the apostle would have devolved the whole 
E'1iscopal power upon the presbyters before his face~ 

N. ~.-'l'o ~his it is replied, ." But if Timothy was 
not Bishop of Ephesus, what, ]t may be asked was 
11is oflice in that city 1 for that he resided the:e for 
some time, and was by the apostle invested "rith 
authority.to ordain :,,-nd rebuke presbyters, ar· 11~'r's 
about WhICh all partles are a~l"eed,an<l whic:, ~::.c;:eq 
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cannot be controverted by an} reader of Paul's 
Epistles. 

By the above extracts it would appear then 
that the Methodists, having ~ originally sprung 
from the Church of Englanu, do actually now 
approve and adhere to the main doctrines of 
the Church or England, for their founders re
fi'f them to the articles, and hel' homilies. 
That the Presbyteri,llls also C'JIlhrace and main
tain nearly the same doctrines, but ditler as to 
the mode of Church gOH'I'II111{'Itt. 

Ttl£:) In(l(~pendents or Congrp~ationalists, by 
a Conf<'ssion of Faith dra\\ II up in London in 
J li;-,S, by the principal members of their com
mUllii,v in England, entitled "a declaration of 
the Faith and order owned and practised by 
tlw C()l\gr(~gati:mal churches in England, ngl'c
I'd upon alld consented to by their Elders and 
l\lcs,wlIgers on their meeting at the Savoy, 
Octofll'r 1"21h, lG38, as well as from other writ. 
in!.!;s of the Independents, that they ditler from 
tile !'t'st or the reformed in no single point of 
any c( IIIS( 'quellCl', except that of ecclesiasti
cal gowrnment, anu their religious doctr,nes 
w('r(~ almost entirely the same with these 
adopted by tlte Church of Geneva. The 
H,I ,'\{1 witl come nearly under the same des
nlJ" .,: ~,(,xc('l'tas to Baptism. 

But in the presl'nt ~tate of Protestanism a
risilI~ from the caus<,s I have above stated, in 
tilt' present state of looseness of religious feel-
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ing in a great part of mankind and in the in
creasing progress of infidelity and free .think
ing; in the advancement sought for by 
society in general, in knowledge in the 
zeal for scientific discovery; in fact, in the 
grand march of intellect ofthis age, the above 
ditJ('rcnccs among the sects are trifles in my 
mind, ligh t as gossamer compared "'ith the 
profoundly solid advantages which a cordial 
union of Protestants would confer on Protest
anism. And let its ministers look to it. The 
oppnrtunity yet presents itself to form this 
grand and powerful union; but the cnemies of 
Protestantism and of religion are perhaps, now 
deeply at work. H.omunislll against the form
er, and infidelity against the latter. It is time 
that the keen and penetrating eye of true 
religion should open upon them aud with its 
powerful arld resolute voice overthrow and 
confound their designs. 

The above sects are divided into numerous 
divisions. 

It is therefore 'with 3. view to seek for a unity 
of all sects of Protestanism in the sacred bonds 
of Christian peace and love; it is with a view 
and in consideration of the above stated events 
in a great and numerous portion of that Pro
testanism whereby the recent conduct of some 
of its members have deeply wounded the feel
ings of many and true Protestants, that we 
consider all these are powerfully called upon to 
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make a united, firm and explicit declaration of 
their unalterable adhesion to the Protestant 
faith. 

But for this great purpose it ,,-ill be at first 
proper to hring forward a most important pre
liminary project, on which all sects of Christi
ans will he found deeply int,'n'st,'d :-One 
Protestant National Church to be found,'d by 
mutual consent of all Protestant sects and their 
Clergy. 

We have seen above the vast Yarif,tvof 
divisions that have taken place alllon~ Protest
ants. Now what h;lve been the ('/li~cts of this 
cause. The frit kriIlg away of its strellgth down 
almost to a state of powerless debility, in some 
jnsta/IC('f. "Vhen 1 entcr a place of worship 
containilJtr a crowded cOll<fr""ation, I fe('1 a ,.., ,-., h 

hjrriHT dC'fn'c of consideration for tht' sect it b 0 

belongs to, than elltering one with only a few 
hearers. The penmasioll of every person of a 
sound mind, is worth something, and the 
weight and infiuence ofa sect probablyadvances 
in something li((e geometrical progression, as it 
increasl's in numbers. What then must be the 
weight and infiuence of Protestallism, if it 
could 1)(' happily blended in OIle socially united 
body. And this is one of the causes of the 
power of the Roman Church. But the efiects 
of the vast division of Protestanism has been 
directly thc reverse or what was intended by 
the Saviour of mankind. His rel~.!;io1Z in cvery 
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part of it, breathes nothing but the purest phil~ 
anthropy. He intended it for a bond of un
shaken union among his followers, but unhap
pily it has too often, as above obse~ved, been 
changed into a vehicle of bitter aCrImony and 
estrangement. 

If the causes I have above stated be allowed 
to prove the necessity of giving to Protestan .. 
ism a hIgh band of union by which her strength 
security and efficiency will be promoted, if in
stead of being allowed to d,,-illdle away,by cease
less di,-ision~, to the joy and perhaps derision of 
her opponent:", she is strongly elevated in her 
name and character by the powerful sanction 
of National Union and National Law. If the 
congregations of the various sects of Protest
ants, see the high advantages of this national 
union in fixing Protestantism on an immutabie 
basis, their fanner objections may vanish into 
" thin air," and this national Protestant union 
be hailed as a national blessing. 

I shall now take into consideration some ot 
the objections hitherto made by many of the 
sects to the ~lergy being paid by the govern
ment, and theIr preferment, in consequence, of 
,,,hat is called the ,'oluntary system, ofremune .. 
ration of their services. 
!'he Chur~h of England being the only church 

hItherto paId by the state, the ministers of the 
other ~rotestant sects of necessity have receiv
ed theIr annual stipend from the various con-
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gregations, and it is this peculiar circumstance 
relating to the church of England that has oc
casioned the long exist.ing outcry of most of 
the other sects against the union of church and 
state. 

If however the Union of the Protf'stant 
Churches into one Xational Church should be 
finally adopted, this great objection will lose 
milch of its force. It is evident that whatever 
stipends have been or will be allowed to the 
clergy they are not aw;m\('d by the govern
ment, but by the law of the land. The-law (if 
the land originates from the legislature of the 
nation in which the nation has a (lo\\,C'l'ful voice 
by means of its )'('pr('sentati\(~s in that ]<,!..[i:-da
ture. It is therefore from the people that these 
stipends do or will originate. If therefore 011 

contemplation of the weakness and debility 
ensuing to Protestantism from the uncea~ing 
divi"ion of sects, if on contemplation of the 
powerful adva.llt;lge~ to its strength and pros
perity wllich I have endeavoured to point out, 
it De agn·cd to by these sects that a national 
union would be highly desirahle, if it could be 
brought about, it ",ill then come to the same 
thing whether they pay their ministers them
selves, or whether they agree to leave that to 
their representatives in the legislature of the 
nation. In both cases the payment would be 
voluntary, from the people's constitutional 
right over their representatives. 
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There is also another very important ad van
tafre which would ensue to the Protestant 
sects should it be found possible for them to 
enter into union "ith the Church of England. 
The right of succession from the apostles is 
denied to them hy that church, but if mutual 
modifications should be agreed on, and a union 
be founued, they might probably have that 
right conferred on and allowed them. 
~It is therefore, in the hopes of removing this 

and other great sources of discontent prevail
ing among the Protestant sects, that I now 
wnture to call their ministers duly to take into 
their consideration the purport of this appeal to 
them. If they conceive that protestanism is 
suffering by their present disunion, and cease
less divisions; and if they conceive as I have 
stated above, that the present state of the 
world,the ceaseless advance of the age in know
ledge and science,requires that a powerful union 
of all Protestants should arise to vindicate its 
cause, assume its full strength, and thus to 
achance "jth equal steps; if in fine they con
ceive with me that the reformation is still in
complete, until the design-of its almighty found
er is accomplished, "Unity, peace and g-ood 
will to men." I cail on them as ministers of his 
gospel to devise the means of promoting this 
glorious end. 

I now conclude this address, conscious indeed 
that it may appear as presu~ption in a person 
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In my humble station to propose so important 
a measure. I confess myself entirely unaware 
of the difficulties of its accomplishment. but my 
zeal for what I concei ve to be the end of the 
true religion, as designed by its divine founder 
has led me to propose the s(,.'king of this great 
purpose. But, above all, it is in the hope 
that this attempt may elicit from some of 
those superior 11('<l1'(s and minds which I have 
no doubt exist both in the Church of EIIgland 
and in the other Pmjcstallt srcts, a fair, ca-ndid, 
and deep consideration of the ,i(,wi'l I have 
proposed to them, and which I do "ith due 
humilit.y, and hope til IIwd their concurrence. 
ProvidGII('(' S!)II\('tillH'S uC"ins ('Yl'JI1:~ "ilh what 
may apIwar inadl''lll:IlI' Ill'~ans; sIll' lila," SlJ~!.,!'I'St 
idl':IS 10 minds thor()lI~hly inadequate by tll"ir 
station in socidy til (,;Il'l'y tl1l'm through to the 
accomplishment of h!,l' d!'"i!.,!'lIs; but "he a],.;1) 
prorilJl'!'S other minds elldu\\'l,d "ith all the 
required qualities, cllergi,'s, allli knowledge for 
that accomplishment. And I have now on this 
subject llldy to ohserve, that I firmly belicve 
that to the Ili,gh and slJperior mind~ who may 
be abk 11) ;wcompli.-It ihis great l','ent, of the 
union of all Prok~tallt sects, will belong and be 
acquired, ll,!!,lory ('qual to that uf the great 
fouIldl'rs of tIll' Protestant Refurmation. 

Tile Church of England, although, as I haye 
abo"e oU:,;crYcd. she did not make the initiative 
to this great nieaSlll'e, would certainly hay" 

F 
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much to gain and nothing to lose could it be 
brought to pass. The virulence .with which 
she has for many years been as,3:ll1ed, by op
ponents, powerful at least by their num.b8~, ~as 
occasioned her to restore a state of dlsclplme 
,,·hich had been long declining, but iI\ so doing 
has she not alarmed many of her adherents, 
giving rise to unfounded -but injurious asser
tions, by '" hich there is reason to believe the 
good faith and the affections of not a few have 
been alienated from her? 

But could this great N ational Union of Pro
testants with her, and a firm anJ. explicit decla
ration of Protestaht principles be the result, 
these estranged affections wouIJ. be restored 
to her, and she might rise to a degree of glory 
to which she has not yet attained. 

That numerous body of her former children, 
the sect of Methodists, would, perhaps, return 
to the bosom of their parent, alld the yet more 
numerous bodies comprised in the other sects 
instead of the bitter enmi.ty with which they 
have been endeavouring to produce her fall 
and overthrow, would then hail her with joy 
and gratitude, as the restorer of the unity and 
peace designed by the Saviour. 

Is it not theft to be hoped tlnt the Church 
~fEngland would willingly agree to the form
mg of a convocation of the Protestant Churches 
in order that it may be tried whether such 
~nodifications of the various creeds and forms 
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of Government could not be effected, so that 
one great National Protestant faith and gov
ernment might be established? The advanced 
and enlightened state of the age, i" oppressed, 
tired, and loathes the present di~'graceful, dis
contented, and uitter animosities tbat prcyail 
among the Christian sects, The adorer of 
true religion, of tbat in 'which it.s sacred found
er breatlled, unity, pe::l.ce and good "ill, pants 
'for its rCf'toration am(Jn~ these sects, and as 
I have stal<'(1 in a form(,r page, I belie\'e that 
to those Sf'ctS ,,]}o bC'lievc in a Trinity, all 
oth('r diIT('lTnC('" sllould bC' as gossamer ,vb(,!} 

compared to the high and finn adyantagcs 
which this unioll would COllier on tll('111 and ()!} 

mankind. In fine, I believe, that thc uIlit \" of 
the Roman Catholic Church is tl)(' !Il'l'at i'c~'l'd 
of her powcr and durability, and Ibclicn; al,.:u 
that Protcstanism will not, acquir(: nn ("Illal 
degrce of thcm, without the {(mnation of this 
National Protestant 1 nion. 

It is then dcvoutly to be "'isbell, that the di
vines of all pcrsua":i~ms 'rill calmly contemplate 
the c:.:isting state of the "orld in all its bear
ings; some of which I have cndccnoured above 
to point out, and one of v .. hich I must here 
bring ngain to their notice, sho\"ing the won
derfully increased zeal ill the pursuit of scien
tific acquiremen!s and discoycry. 

This one is the sublime d;,,:coverics in 
Pneumatic Chcmi::;!l'Y, ,,,hich laid bare to man 
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a world formerlv unknown to him. The waters 
of the ocean, and the air of the atmosphEre, 
which he formerly considered as simple ele
ments, he can now, from the former obtai na 
great part of the gas required to light his cities, 
and from the other, oxygen to serve innumer
able chemical purposes; and Sir H. Davy was 
of opinion that the time will come when water 
will serve as fuel. The discovery of the steam 
engine has enabled him in a few years, almost 
to annibilute time and spacC', and thereby to 
treble the facility of the combination of minds : 
no sooner, however, had this great event taken 
place than tile powerful control of man over 
the electric fluid, rendering it subservient to 
his purpose", bids fair in time to vie "",ith the 
power of steam, and posuibly, in (:le end to as
sume its place as a more flafe and rapid COll

veyance, and I have for many years believed 
that by its power man ,,-ill obtain the same 
command over the atmosphere as he has now 
over the ocean. \Vhilethe other sciences are 
then advancing with uncontrollable \energy, is 
it not apparent that the greatest of all sciences, 
religion-the relation of man to the author of 
all the wonders he beholds and feels-should 
make an equal advance, that it should assume 
the sublime attributes designed by its founder, 
and become forever the solace of the multitudes 
of mankind, and the admiration of the 
most intelligent and enlightened among them? 
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It is then, I say; devoutly to be hoped that 
men of powerful and enlightened minds among 
the Protestant clergy; nwn of a holy zeal for 
the advancement of religion suitable to the 
present advanced state of sf)cicty, should de
vote their profound attention to this grr'at ob
ject. It ic; certain that whetilCr successful or 
not, the most powerful minds among them 
could not be employed in allY cause more 
beneficial to mankind, and conseqll"lllly I1lO1'8 

illu:-Jratiy(; of the glory of the Creator. 
I do therefore most devoutly hope that some 

of those pinlls, potent minds that I lim con
vinced. ar(' found in numher" allli Ill" the V;[:-:t 

,~ 

body of the mini,slns of Pru1l'slallism" will 
consider, consult on, and 'lgrcc to set (lll jt lI)t 
measures to form agl'JII'I',t\ convocation of these 
ministers for the high purpose of jtlrming one 
united national protestant church. The cliurch 
of England, I do with dl'I'!, humility bel inc, 
would evilll'e the highest wisdlllll, by consent
ing to ,,",,<I the way in this hi!~11 attempt for the 
union oCthe Prut.'c-tanl Church, of wIlIch she 
may he, un many .1ccOtIl1t-:, called the mother. 
Asc"Jllllll:.!, IIlI'n, with all i1~ ::'I'cis, to the s:lcrcd 
fountain ;Jj'the ori,'2,inal and ur:':;llJic construc
tion of the Chri:5ti III religiOn, t 11'~'Il promulgat
ed by the Saviour to mankilld, let tltem throw 
off all former prejudicial ideas on the subject, 
and imbibing from that sacred fount, the pure 
reviving stream of that r::Jigion, may they bQ 
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convinced that the truly effective way of real· 
izing it in the minds of mankind, will be to fo~m 
a national code of it immediately based Gn Its 
simple, plain and Eublime principles, "Peace 
nn earth and good will to men;' tlius embrac· 
ing CH'l'y Protestant 8('ct ill the potent arms 
of Nation:tl sanction. GI, ;rious indeed would 
be the 1'esl1lt, if such a code of::\" ational Pro· 
testant Religi, III could ]w unalterably fixed on 
by its Y:lriuus sects. I have said above, I do 
not believe the Heformation is complete with
out it; with it, it would Lc perfect, and would 
probably effcct the nearest approach to the 
existence of a millenium up'on earth "hich 
mankind has yet sccn. \Yhen hOWeH?r ,,"ereflect 
on the numcw\ls modes or thought to be con
sulted and brought to an agreement in it, we 
may ltaH~ reason to S~l.r that the " Power of 
God the Savioill' alone can do this, for as to the 
power of man alone to do it, it is possible, that 
not,yithstandin,':, the boasted advance of 
the age in knmylc(l~(', in civilization, and 
the sciences, society llLly not .ret have arrived 
at that degree of ,ldvancemellt, which may 
entitle liS to hope that this great design of union 
can be accomplished. I have found indeed 
among the society of this Province, some per
sons most iUH'il'ratdy adverso to any church 
at all being sustained. by the state. These 
however are probably actuated by their jeal
ousy of what they caB a dominant church. If 
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the great union above mentioned should be 
formed, a great part of these fcclin£:s would be 
removed. These men would then take a mor<' 
comprehensive vicw of tIl(' subject; and would 
consider, that in a fi"ce rcprescnlatiH; country, 
these rqm'S('lltatiycs beiJlg clected Ly the 
1)(('l'le, it i:-; lIot hom the st:lt(' pr('lwriy su 
caJJed, that thc nlilli;~l<T:-; of thc nriulis sul:-; 
would ue rCIlIUII('rat('d for their :"(n iu'", Lut by 
the Nation if:,rif. I have above sill ,\\n the 
high ad\alll:I~(':-; and strength th(, Protestallt 
religioIl wuuld receive by til i.-.; union of 
sects" The nation its(,lf llt'CClIIWS thc Slip· 

porter, and the: gllar:lllkc of this r('li.~i('1I "hell 
the s('cts ha\(~ d('cidcd on the \yi.-.ri('lll alld 
powcrful c/l;,c(;.; of" this nwaslIre. Hut \\11,11-
ever molY be the i:-slll' (>I" any a!L('llljd 11I;U\(' to 
form tbis national lInion of the l'rll\(':-:tant 
sects; 11'1 nOlle ofthelll at least lay the tlatter
ing unction to tLI'it" sOllls, that"1l1l national 
religion will continuc to be established in 
Gn'at Britain. There is too much pm(', (k<,\) 
and souud religion tlll'H', tu expect that C\ (,l1t 

to lwp[lcn. There is on the cClltr:lry c\ l'I"y 
reason to )H'lil.'\c tllat the k'I1:.2( r time man· 
kind ue("OllllS acquainted with the sJ lI)rtll(,;':-; 
and vanit y of this life, they "will cherish (,H'l'Y 

support ,,"Ilidl III;IY gin' st~ength and mfluenc·e 
to a religion which they hope will lead them 
to a better. 

"" e now approach the last part of our Pros-
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f'fclU.:., "The Dissertation on the National 
Debt of Great Britain, witha plan proposed for 
its gradual extinction," but as I believe the great 
interests, not only of United Canada, but of all 
the other British North American Provinces 
will be greatly concerned in the successful 
issue of t;lis plan, ,'.-e shall thl:reforc by a brief 
recapitulation of the foregoing part of our 
work, elldeavour to hrin~ the principle features 
of it, int) nne vicw, H:.at the reader may have 
a 1110re dir"ect insight into what ,,;e consider to 
be the wants of the Province. 

It is not, lImH'ver. sokly with a yiew to the 
interests of t 11(:se Coloni~s that I have con
ternpl;:kd and proposl'u to make a Dissertation 
on the National Debt. 

This great subject I have deeply considered 
for many year:), It is a subject that having 
first awakeneu my astonishment, that a nation 
like Gre:tl Britain, the amollut of-whose real 
property, I have ascertained -to be estImated 
at above four thousand million of pounds stg., 
should yet for so mallY years have continued 
to p:ly the enormous amount of interest, nearly 
thirty millions a year on a debt of 800. This 
wastlle great fact that led me to this dissertation 
because I have believed it practicable to pro
duce the extinction of this great burden, I 
h:lVe long hop~d to be instrumental, thereby 
to reduce the dIstresses, promote the prosperi
ty, honour and glory of my ,country, by humbly 
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laying my ideas on this great subject before 
the world, trusting that some of those power
ful minds that exist no doubt, in numbers in 
Great Britain, might acquic~e in tbi:;; pr(lctica
bility and the high advantages resulting to tho 
nation, if the plan should be accomplislted, and 
therefore that the} would employ their energies 
for that gn 'a t purpose. 

I now commence the concentrated vic,,", as 
stated above. 

\"1 e began our "'ork ,vith a plan proposed 
for the introduction of the modern s}:-'tc'm 
of agriculture into Eastern (';illada, and any 
person at all acquainted wit II (11g.t scdill!l will 
agree to its ur~ellt neces:~il.r. III Illy ,yorks 
on the pr..st, present and future cOllditi!In of 
tho Ca\ladas, published in :\[ontreal some years 
since, I stat"d to the merchants of jlontreal 
that they wouid find thcmsc,lvc's greatly inter
ested in promoting this plan. I called their 
attcntion to the filet, that importers (If Briti:3h 
Goods were annually increasing in epper 
Canada; that the completion of Ihe canals 
would probably add to the number, and that 
therefore as the l:pper Canada trade was 
gradually slipping from their hands, it was 
their manifest interest to render Eastern 
Canada a fertile country, by the introduction 
of a more productive system of agriculture 
amoI]g its inhabitants. Subsequent events 
have realized my anticipation. K ot only d~ 
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\V. C. Importers continue to increase, but the 
American government, by their re~ulations 
of trade, haye drawn many of those 11llporta
tions into their own channel, and are therefore 
materially affecting the trade of -'Iontreal. 

Th\~ n 'xt part of the m )!'k is the Agriculture 
of Western Canada, and I have therein shewn 
the necessit '( that will arise for \Vestern 
Cdll'ldian 1;(rme1'3, in case the British Corn 
Laws are actual!), done away with, to seek for 
(,()1!\lwllsati(),\ 1;)/' the low prices of wheat that 
will pl'()babl.r ensue, by a more improyecl and. 
pro(hdiYe mOIL; of agriculture, and then pro
('~'I'(l::d 1:1 SllOW that the merclnnts and far
Il1crs of Canada have a tail' claim on the British 
Legislature for the supply of our British \Vest 
India Colonic:,; with bread stu:Is and provisions, 
as we C~ln make it appear to the satisfaction 
of the planter,.; and merchants of these colonies 
that British North America and Great Britain 
are perfectly compett-nt to furnish them with 
ample supplies; and I haye proposed to the 
lllcrchants of Canada that they should make 
application on this important subject to the im 
perial Legislature, either directly or through 
the medium of the Canadian Legislature, as 
s?me remuneration for the loss of the protec
tive duty on wheat. It is true, that the British 
West Iudia Colonies have been for some time 
in a very unprosperous condition; but from 
their great importance to the trade of Great 
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Britain, there cannot be a doubt that means 
will be adopted to restore their prosperity, and 
it a:'pears there has already been a lonn made 
to them by the British Legislature, of Eeveral 
hundred thousand pounds sterlin:.!'. nut, if con
trary to the very intention of the abolitirn of 
West India Slavery, the British Government 
persists in its encourageIllcnt of slave-grown 
sugar, I have ~lOt a doubt that facilities will be 
afforded to the British \Vest India Colonies, 
to import free labourers from A!"rica, in suffici
ent nUllll)(~r to cnable thclI1 to cnlllpete ,,'ith 
that slave-grown sugar. NI)\\" there is not a 
country in the world, better suited than Canada 
for supplyin~ tIle \\' csl Indies" ith provisions 
of all kiwIs. Our canals are JIOW completed 
so that vcssels of sufllcient burden can proceed 
to sea from its most "c,-;t('rn parb, and I have 
little doubt, if we can obtain the trade of sup
ply of our \Vest India Colollies, a ncw and 
prosperous era oftrade, l11anul~lctllres and COI11-

lIl1'rce ami navigation, will be opened to the 
ProvincC', 

The next part of our work relates to Gene
ral Education urthe Canadian Youth, on \vhich 
I have olll'n,d some ideas which may perhaps 
be considered as original, and "hich I leave 
to be duly appreciated by the public. 

\\' e then proceeded to show the necessity 
of instructing our agricultural youth in the 
modern improvements which science has 



13~ 

~ 

lately introduced into agriculture. If ever 
there was a time when the improvement of 
agriculture was required in this Province, it is 
[It this moment. In February of this year, 
1849, the law granting a protective duty on 
Colonial wheat imported into Great Britain 
expires. Unless tl18 Briti.~h Parliament repeals 
this law abrogating the Corn Laws, Canadian 
,,,heat, imported into Great Britain ,,,ill be 
precisely on the same footing as that offoreign 
m:.tions. The qU'l.ntity of ,,-heat grown by 
foreign nations for the supply of the British 
market, will probably then be so great as to 
reduce the price greatly. 

It ",ill therefore be incumbent on Canadian 
farmers to endeavour to make up for this re
duced price by the practice of a more produc
tive system of agriculture than has yet been 
followed in the Province. But with this more 
productive mode many of them arc are as yet 
unacquainted, and of course the best and most 
necessary kind ofjli~truction they can bestow 
on their children, is that which would be taught 
in the agricultural schools, I have proposed in 
my work, and to ,,-hich I therefore earnestly 
call the agricultural readers attention. 

The next subject treated on in the work, is~ 
the General Trade and Commerce of the Pro .. 
vince. 

The movement that has taken place in the 
trade and commerce of Great Briain, and 
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particularly her declared intention to abrogate 
the laws imposing a duty on grain imported 
there, has indeed occasioned a great s.:nsatioll 
and been the cause of much alarm in this Pro
vince. And it is natural enough. that a coulltr} 
that has ever since its fird settlement been 
highly favoured in respect of the duty payaI)le 
on its staple article of produce, "Ilcat, slJOulJ 
feel sore at so sudden a deprivatioll of that ad
vantage. Uut we have to cOIl.~i(kr that we 
are only a part of a great empin" and if it be 
found that owing to a dic;;lc;irtJus dic;lH'Il"ation 
of Providence by "llich lUillions ar(~ deprived 
of their food, that it has 1)('CUIIW imperative 
on the Parent State to take oil' all duties on 
the ncccc;sari('s of lil(', \; l', ~ 111"(,1\', who are 
blessed with a productin' and plellt"ifni country 
ought to be the last to complain. I ha \(~ tl\('re
fore been much surprised that notwith.s j;lIIri i n~ 
the exi.'~"(,llci('s which appear to have CI Hllpl'llcJ 
the Imperial Legislature to this step, a demand 
has been maee on her to repeal the Xayiga
tion Laws, which have produced her prosperity 
strength awl glory, and bywhich alone perhaps 
she will be enahled to maintain her 
independence, and perhaps the liberties of the 
world. I tru~t to have shown in the work 
that United Canada is equally competent to 
build and man resse-Is, to carry home her pro
duce, as the United States are, and that the 
tranquility of the Proyince b(ling preserved by 



proper management, she can procure ample 
funds from the capitalists of Great Br;tain for 
that purpose, I concei \c therefore, that it would 
be in ~CJme degree di~grac~ful to resort to a 
forei;~n Intion for ships to export her produce. 
Tilat G rl 'ilt Britain lila y all 0\\- the Americans 
to I';),'" through the callaIs, that are now comA 
pleted, through Canada to the ocean, is pro· 
bablc. That \"t lIdd k~ an act of amity to a 
nation at peace \Iith ll~, it would greatly add to 
the n ",1 IlUe of our canals, and it could not tend 
to dimjni~h the navigation of the Parent State 
b 1 . ~ 1 \. I ecan,.;C' Ll(~ carc;n:',.; ot tnes8 rl.menc:1Il vesse s 
could otherways find their way to the ocean, 
by their own canals. nut, that the nav
igation la"s of Great Britain should be repeal 
ed, in order that Canael:'1. may get cheap freights 
to Great Britain, I hold there is not the least 
necessity for. I have conversed with lUany 
p(']"snll"; well acquainted \\ith the shipping
bllsin~'::-:s of the Province, who all agree that 
BC:1-;~,;iIJl~ Y('ssc,lscan be built and manned as 
cheap in Canada as in the United States; the 

, J .. 1 , I ony 0 ij'-','tlOll 1lI:l(.C ,,-as (;);It we lad not yet 
a sll;liG~Cllt c:1pital. That difficulty I think 
c'n lw :~~Ul Over, in the way I have stated jn 
the \\orL; by people of rcsponsible character 
and property unitin rr to build. these vcssels 

d b
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an to 0 tam loans of capital for that purpose 
from the hold.ers of it 111 the Mother country. 

In the present dik'mma then, \ve conceive the 
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Province should evince a proper derrree of 
patience, until it be determined at hon~e what 
changes are really to take place in the trade 
and Corn La,y~" Perhaps that change may 
be more f~tvouralJJe than is expected. But 
tllere is something more to be said on this 
subject. In tlw impatience manifested by some 
people here, they have pn',~lIllled to declare that 
annexation, as they :Il'f~ plca'i('d to call it, will 
take place, with the United ~tatc:-!. It would 
be curious to trace hom whom this id( ':/ origi
nated. It is certain th:lt Lord CatlJ(':lrt, in his 
despatch to the British GoYernnl('lIt statl'li that 
his Council ,,('j"(' ofopillioll that if that ,!.!'o\ern
ment p('n;i~kd in tll<'ir doillg' 'm'ay ,,·jtlt the pro
tective duties on Call:ldiall wheat, 0":(,., it mi'.dlt 
tent! to create a separation or the Colony ti:om 
Great Britain. For this rasl1 alld imprudent 
assertion, they in my opinion rield.'· merited 
to lose, and in tact, tIlt 'J' did not Il )n~~ afterwards 
retain their places, alld probakl.'· tbe same want 
of energy \\hiclt C;III:-!l'd that assertion was the 
cause of that loss. The idea of a separation of 
this colony on account uJ'some question of trade, 
coming from so high a quarter, must have had 
a great tendency to ,,'L1lTant and to circulate 
that idea among, at least, that part of the po
pulation who had formerly shown thcmselH~s 
no great friends to 13ritislt connection. One 
of the Boards of Trade of the Froyince, also 
stated, in one of their addresses to the govern 
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ment somcthinO' like the same idea of separa-, "" 
tion, whie It I thinl.;: was justly censured 
h'.- till' present Goyernor. It is very probable 
C"l' 11, that t1:e idea of separation coming from 
such hio-h sources may haye had much influ
ence in ~ncoun1O'iwr the difTusion of it. But 
Cana(;a has sho~~"nh('l' IClyaltyand adherenco 
to British u~nl1:;ction, in worse times than the 
pres(~nt, and I flrlllly believe, she "ill continue 
to do so, when the occasion "requires, and that 
it was a ycry unwarrantable aspersion on the 
province, to assert anything to the contrary. 

The present government is also, it appears, 
applying to the British l;overnment to rescind 
her navj~!allOn laws. The:\" are also endeavour
in~ to form an agreement "ith the American 
GoYCrmW'lll to remove all duty on wheat ship
ped til the United ~";l:ltes from this Province, 
',n condition of our removing all duty on that 
imported thence into it. Now, as I have stated 
in the w(I1'l;, I consider this as a very danger
GUS experiment. I believe that if our merch. 
ants and agriculturists instead of, as formerly, 
finding customers for our produce in Great 
Britain, are to look to the States for it, I 
think will in time produce a great diminution of 
the natural attachment of the Province for the 
Parent ~tate and ultiinataly atterr.pts for 
a separatIOn. The Government will therefore 
have to consider that a very great degree of 
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responsibility will rest upon them, jf that mea
sure be actu:tlly catried into effect. 

And as I trust to have Sl!fJI'.J1 in the work 
that there is no r(',d ncc('s;:;ily Cor this IlIC1sure, 
I should be happy ifit c()uld II<' u,'ojl i( d. I tru.st 
to have shown that Canada is c<[ltaliy CUil'il:;

tent to budd SI~,,-,r(;·;il.U \"f'ssels to car;\, lJU:1D ,-:; - -,,,:) . 
her products <IS tlle Allj('r:nil~. I co!w:~i\'e 
thata valuable branch of ill:lus;n" \',(>!t:d be 
procured for the I'rO\illcc, IIY thc'!lliildiuu of 

, Ll 

these vessels, and abo a "tluable nursery for 
l::Ieamencreated and titl'prosp('ril,\' ortl:'::~'l:r()
vince produced. To C(IIJ("JII<l(; tile slIbject of 
those gentlemen who arc plca:-i<'d t.1 talk of an
exation ,IS tl)('} call it, 1 ,,"u!d ,\j"h to 
ask ,,,hether tlICY haye j; 1:':..'1 ,L'll that 
these Provinces of llr;lish I\ orth An:erica 
America have been often dec lared ill the Im
perial Parliament to be an inl(':!";-al part of the 
British Empire? Let iltl'llI not c)weive that 
although the Imperial Parliament Il!<I) "ish to 
concilitate and to extend great advilIIt:l::;(S to 
these Provillces she 'rill hl' so iouli";;:l -'is to 
give up so valuable a portion of the Empire. 
Let them also be ("()minced as I a:ll, tlmt 
although the people of t:lis PrmillC 2, in t:I8 
dilemma and uncl'rtaint\- in "lllCh thl'\- are 
now placed, feel ulH'a:-:.r and and anxions' [or a 
Bettlement of the qllC'stiull of it,.; commerce.ret 
that they haye not dcyiated from a sincere (1-3-

Eire to remain united with the Parent State OLl 
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fair and honourable terms, and that they will 
maintain such connection. 

The next subject we hayc introduced in the 
work is, "The Pr~sent State of the Protestant 
Religion, \rith a view to harmonize its sects, 
and perhaps ulimately to bring them into one 
powerful united body-" I trust to have fully 
developed the great necessity of this Protest
ant moyemcnt in the work. 

I conceiye that aftcr what has happened in 
a high branch of that church, and the doubts 
and surmises that haye been the consequence 
of it, it has become almost imperative on all 
Protcstant sects to unite, declare and confirm 
their determination to adhere to the principles 
of Protestanism, and to take measures, for 
forwarding a great national union of all Pro
testantism. I repeat, that I b2lieye the Pro
testant R~formation is but half completed 
without it; I believe that the differences and 
animosities which hayc arisen am.ong the sects 
for the want of it, are totally unworthy of the 
advanced and enlightened state of the present 
age in knowledge and science, and I believe 
therefore, that it is the solemn and sacred duty 
of all-ministers of the Protestant sects to as
semble in convocation, for the purpose of 
effecting this national uni::>n; thereby com
pleting the design of the Redeemer ,,"hen he 
gave th~s reli~i~n to mankind, "Unity, Peace :" 
that tlus relIgIOn under the sanction of this 
Protestant nation may be fixed on that immut-
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able basis which its "reasonable service" en
titles it to. 

We now proced to the last part of our Pro
spectus, "The Dissertatioll on the 1', ational 
Debt of Great Britain." 

The British :\ ation, llas for miln)" years been 
labouring under the prC':-::-:ure of it,.; enormous 
debt; the present gc'lIf'rati(In haH' been accus
tomed to Ilcar of it [i'om their infancy, almost 
as part and pared of the con"t itutil I'U of the 
cOllntry, that, with vast nUllllwl''': (d'its ]l1'liple, 
all attempts to l'('m()n~ that Pl'l's;':\lr(' lIlay "l'CIl1 

nearly akinto removing Lh(~ ;11 11111.";1'1 11'l'i(' pres
sure ii-om our earth. An idea 11;\": c\cn Ill'I'Yail
cd among Illany that this national del,t is 
serviceable to the cOllIltrL It has been said 
that the creditors of the State, po,..;":('ssing of 
C()U~(', cOllsiderable \rei,~ht and intluence in it, 
w.iJl be the more willing to support the J'('ill"; of 
government and the prl's('r\;ltion of good order 
and tlw lam" Ji'Olll the illkrl,,,t they have there
in. That idea is no doubt founded on truth, 
but can it Iw at all slIppo,.;cd hy any inteJligl'llt 
man, that if the debt were paid oil: as it 
would probably be illYcst:'d in other securities 
in tlw cOllntry, employed as the)" would natu
rally be in tl\(' advancement of trade, manufac 
tun'~s, COlllllllTce and na\"igation, and the pub
lic imprOY(,lllents of trw cuulItry, can it then be 
supposed that the holders ortllat capital would 
not have an equal 01' a greater interest in its 
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peace, good government, order and security? 
That argument falls then to the ground. The 
history of all the nations that have yet existed 
in the earth have never exhibited a greater 
source of just (xllltation and confidence, than 
,,'oldd CW'l;e, to Britain if this great purpose 
could be ('fleeted. 

J\ o\y to show that this is not impossible to 
be done, it "ill arrear on <llmost the first re .. 
fleet ions on tll!S :"llbject that Great Britain has 
paid more tlwn the amount of the debt in in
ter(,:"t alone. She has raid nigh thirty millions 
a-y(',u interest on the debt for the last thirty 
years, making nine hundred millions of pounds 
sterling, bein~ (Inc hundred millions more than 
the alllount of the debt. 

The valuc of the "hole property of the people 
of Great Britain, as will be shown hereafter 
by estimate, Hlllnunted a few years since to 
within about £:J:W,()OO of four thousand mil
lions of pounds skrling, "hieh at the presen t 
day it is no dOl~bt equal to being 11\ e times 
nearly the amount of the national debt. 

Yet bu this great country for so 10nO' a 
period of time, g()!)~~ on, burdening herself ~nd 
distre:-s:I1:~' hr poor with a tax of nigh thirty 
milli~lls of pounds sterling', annually. 

It ]S true, that some persons IYlay say, that 
som~ of th~ h?ld?rs of national stock might 
prefer leavmg It III the hands of the O'overn. 
ment where their interest is secured tg them; 
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than in having it paid ofrto them. That indeed 
may be an individual argument, but it is not 
just that the public should be compelled to pay 
forever that interest, when by paying off the 
principal th~ payment of thirty millions annually 
might be savel, and that principal might be in· 
vested on ample security, in a<hancing the trade 
commerce and n~lvi~'ltion, or public worksof 
the country. 'The a r,[!,' urnellt al>o\"o stat II re· 
solves itself the", rather into an ar~'lIJJlcnt, why 
government securities should be p~li.l oil" and 
cease, since they prevent.the in\'(';;;tlllent of the 
vast amount of the dl~ht in anlple seclIrities, 
whEreby the above stated imjlurtant a(h·<lIJU'. 
ment of the trade, commerce, llavi .. :~;afi()n and 
public umlcrtakings of the country might be 
effected. 

I shall therefore commence t;}i~ uI1Jert:1.1..:in~ 
by pro:lucingsllch treati~e3 as I have met wilh 
011 this gl'<.~at subject shall COlllment th'Tc(ll}, and 
endeavour to SIIOW the caus~ oftllCir ra.lure; I 
shall then set forth the hig;h anl\ pCl"Illanent ad· 
vantage'l that would result to g-reat Britain; 
when the debt can be pail\ otr, and sInH then 
bring forward my plan for so doing. But before 
commencing the statement I have to 
make some remarks on the suT),ject of 
our prospectus of this work. A person on 
reading the Jast line thereof, observed to me, 
that he supposed thereby that I was a HaJical ; 
on asking him on what account he thought that 
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he said, that he conceived by the wor~ extinc
tion I intended the debt should be wIped off, 
tbat' is, not paill at all, as some l~adicals a~e of 
opinion should be the case. N ow there IS an 
old sayin()', "that SOllle people mcasurC! other 
people's ~orn by their own bushel." "\;\"hether 
t hat was th~ ca~;8 with the person referred to, I 
do not know. But lest otLers should form the 
same idea of Ill)" pru'"'pedus) I oLsene, when it 
is stated in the prospedll:" of a "'ork of so im
portant a subject as the national debt, that a plan 
is to be proposed toth e public. for its graduaJ 
extinction, it conld 11 otrcasonably be supposed 
it 'YUS intendell it should not be paid at alI. I 
do rl'J11ember it is true that such an idea has 
been siakd in print. H was often and. for a long 
tinlC said hy the opposition party in the Parlia
ment of Great Britain, tllat the French war of 
1794 was neither .iust nor necessary. But he 
that remembers the reYO~utiOIl(lry principles 
and practices of the French Rulers at that time, 
their d.eyices for exciting other nations to 1"C'Yolt, 
and moreover the i!,"i~'antic power that was col
lected on the shores of France for the f'xpress 
pllrp()~C of effecting; the overthrow of Great 
Britain in her own Island, cannot but allow, that 
to withstand this powcr hcrcfTorts were nomore 
t~lan wer~ required for this purpose. The en
tIre contmcnt of Europe even with the sub: 
siding ai,d,o,~pritain was i.nsufficie~t, f?r by the 
peace of I U,lt the RUSSIan EmpIre Itself was 



143 

drawn in against us, and England had tostand 
the brunt herself alone, against that mighty 
force, and gloriously she did so. 

Now, though it be true that the war added 
300 millions to the national debt, eYen that Sllm 
is a trifle to the entire amount of the property of 
Great Britain, which had she succunlbed to the 
power of France would then haye been jeopar
dized. But whether that war were just and 
necessary or not, it was determined on h.\' the 
majority of the reprcsentati\es ofth;[L people in 
Parlianlent assembled, and therefore the war 
was constitutionally .iudged necessary f0r 
the defence of the liberties ofthe country. That 
the justice and honour of the country then re· 
quires that the debt should be acknowledged 
and avowed to be in course of payment thp.re 
can bc no doubt, neither is there am', that the 
high charal:ter of the British natioil luI' ~il()d 
faith, stahility,and al~o hcl' suhsequent prosperi
ty have been mainly owinp; to the almost sacred 
nature of that good faith in he r engag·ements. 
From Clwmhcr'ss illli)},]!latinlljl'l" tlte PCI/I)I", ~'('/l' all'{ Im-

}Jr<ll'cd Edition, Vol. 1. };,tiIlIJ/lryh: 1'1l61i~hcd by nrm. 
and Rouert CIll/mucrs, lS'l~. 

The National Debt formed by borrowing money 
at different rates of illtcrc~l, to c"Olldl1ct the warlikft 
operations of the country, has risen from small begin
nings towards the conclusion of the lith centurj to 
an unparalleled amotlnt. At the revolution of 1688 
the national debt amoullted to only £66,1,263; at thl} 
accession of Qneen Anne, £16,394,702; of G('or~e 



144 

I. £54,) 45,363; of George IT., £52,092,235; at the 
e~d of the Spanish war, in 1748, £73,293,312; at the 
commencement of war in 1755, £74,571,340; at 
conclusion of peace in 1762, £146,682,844; at com
mencement of Americall war in 1776, £135,943,051; 
at conclusion of pc ace in 1783, £238,434,870; at 
commencement of French Revolutionary war,£233,-
733,609; at peace of Amiens in 1811, £562,839,-
277; at peace of 1816, Ff'b. 1st, £864,822,461; on 
5th Jan., 18:12, £782,667,2:1'1; interest, £~8,341,"116. 
Since 1882 the debt has increased chiefiy by the form
ing of Exchequer Bills adding floating obligations 
to funded stock; and in 1839 the amount \\as £8 L11,-
000,000, with an interest of £29,000,000. 

An estimate was formed of the value of the whole 
property, public and private, which hasbeen created 
and accumulated by the people of this country, and 
which tbey now actually possess. The value when 
the sum is exprcssed by figures, is so immense, that· 
it eludes the imagination to con'ceive it £2,995,000,. 
000, value of prodncti\'e private properly; value of 
unproductive, 01' dead st(lck, £500,700,QOO; value of 
public property of all kinds, £ 103,800,000; total of 
public and private property, £3.67!),500,000. 

The wealth of the Ernpire is dividedd in the 
following proportions between the three countries: 

England, 
Scotland, 
Ireland, 

Productive private 
property, 

£2,0;3'1,000,000 
318,000,000 
G~2,000,000 

UnproductiYr pri
vate property, 

£37.i,OOO,000 
51,000,000 

116,400,000 

Public 
pl'Opelty. 

£"12,600,000 
3,000,000 

11,000,000 
------' - ----- ------

£2,994,000,000 £iH1,400,OOO £56,600,000 
Gross amount, £3':;Ul,-100,000. 

I now proceed to set forth the high and per. 
munent advantages that would result to Great 
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Britain, and to all her ColoIlial Empire) if the 
national debt can be paid oft: The first ad
v;mtage I notice is, the compliance with tIl,:" 
great principle of justice, which requires that 
this debt should be paid. Justice lias bp,en em
phatically called the "darling ;:~ttribute of ~\ a
ture." A great commercial nation should 
steadt:'lstly uphold this great principle. "\s Iob
served ahove, the trade, COllllll('rc", lJayj::::ltion, 
and public works of Great Britain and ~Il her 
Colonies are enduring great privation and in
jury by the 10..8s of the ctnpk'~"ll\(.:nt of eight 
hundred millions of capital, which Jil!~llt under 
ample security, be invested therein. "\111\ al
though some ofille present holder:; ()fnatioll:il 
stock may be contC"lt to rc'cei',e Cleir annual 
illt('fC;:;t thereon, that docs not dillli!li . ..;II, hilt 
rather increases, the injllry dOil\~ to tIll' puh!i," 
D:·nice. Justice to these great ekIlIl'llh or 
pnhlic prospc~ ity demands therefore t I. at the 
debt should be paid. \\' c have ~een ahO\c, 
t1mt the ('lItire property of (; reat Brit;1 in :-t ):w.~ 
,,('aI'S ~iJl('e amounted to .C:l,(i7~),.-)un,Ooo; at 
the pr{'~cnt 11:1.'-, it 110 doubt amount...; to 
£/1,000,000,000, beillg lli,~11 five t!!n('~ thl' alll
uunt of her debt. That ;-;ltc i;-; C(lIll,!' ,t:'lil 1 () pay 
theIl, is oln iOLlS, no less ;-;n than j bat the high 
principles of national justice and cxpe~~icncy, 
require that she sllOuld pay it. 

The qlll'::-:tion is tlwll, Oll!Y how that is to be 
done't The next [ulrant;wl' I ~lJllll mention i;-;, 

.0· 
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that of the bjuh priuciplc of honour wllich re
quires tiJi" pa)~llent. \,-,'!ll'n a private individual 
is srtid to be in debt there is always a stigma at
tached to the idea, how much more so, WL('Il 

the case applies to a great and powerful com
J::crci,d nati:JIL mor2 especiali;- when it is 
proved she lS comi'('~ent to pay it. I hope 
shortly to sLow that her compe~\nce may be 
made avuihble for that purpos.?, and that she 
m:ly thErciore ;lssert this high principle of 
national honour. 

The next grcat and important adyantage 
that would ensue to thc country, hy the final 
payment of this debt. is that of removing the 
annllal t;1\C,-:. producing nigh thirty millions of 
pounds, sterling;, for tIle 1'1.nnent of the inter
est only. It is true that by apportioning this 
;~mount of laxall(;!l eqllall~' among the popula
tioll of Great Britain, say iwenil-;;ix millions 
of soul:", it dn('s not aIllOunt iridiYidually to 

much less than ~:: /:-'. ~jg'. But yrhen '''C ap
portion tilis among families offive souls each, 
it "mounts to six POUI1(IS each famil~", and the 
poor father ofthat family has to pay it. Again, 
"hen ,\ c~ consider tile immense number of poor 
in Gre,tl Britain, and consequC'ntly the great 
lltllnbers y,-ho C(,i)sume but ycry little of those 
articles en ,\Illch these taXes arc raised,I should 
consider that we cannot estimate t he amount 
(,C tl.\(,S rai:Sl,d on ('(teh family that does con
.5UIllC them at less than ten pounds stl'rling fur 
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each family. l\'I)\" ten pound:; sterLing a-year, 
is 16s. 8d. stg. a month, 01' 48. 2d. stg. a-\\cek; 
about one-half of all that numerous families 
in Great Britain have to exist on. 

The p1'8Sent age has made astonishing ck:
coveries in the physical sciences, and is ap
plying them to some of the most (Uh;Ul1:l~COlI8 
improvements in social life. It would ~Cclll also 
that the restless mind of man is advancing 
with railroad speed in tIle science of poIi1ica.1 
economy, c~pccially in that branch of it which 
is now caII('d by the French f'conqllli.~1s, the 
rights of labour, or its oi·{.!"aniza~iCJn. One of 
the great modern orators or Fr;\I1('(' diu, dllrill:~ 
his ephemeral enjoyment of popularity :\1](1 

power, but a j(~W months (Ign, make his boast 
that France 'was more big-lIly enlighten(,d on 
this suhject tban any otlwr COHlltry; for lIP. 
conde:-;ccmlingly oIJ:.,crycll ill his f:IH'I'l' llc:-;, t: i:, t 
l.'r~\llce would nol, as sll!' had done in IlIlC (f 
lIer previous reYolutions, excite the pcopk· (.1' 
other nations to revolt: but that she \',ould 
IllC'H·ly consider, that if they did not cllCJu",' 

to adopt the S;lllIC lligh (h'grce of freedom ot 
government nlHl constitution that France had 
now adopted, she would consider them as not 
y<'i haviug arriH'd at that high degree ofci,il
Ized wisdom, which she had pre-eminently at
tained. To wlIich gasconiG e1lusion, steady 
John Bull, appears by his subsequent CElndllct 
on April 10th ISIS, to )mve responded mUGh 
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In the same way as he did a iong time agd 
when a Frenchman boasted in his presence 
that the French had invented shirt ruffles. 
" They did so," said John, "and the English 
invented the shirl for them. 

But although this Utopian ahd idle scheme of 
a national obligation to maintain labour in 
useless producticn, or in idleness, is totally in
consistent ",,·ith the nature of things, more es
pecially in a manufacturing and commercial 
country; yet the rights of the poor as respects 
the imposts on them by taxation, have an un"" 
doubted claim on the consideratidn of the 
Legislature. It is tnte the laws of England have 
for their principle that no man should be suf
fered to starve; but the poor have certainly 
also the right that an excess of taxation shall 
not bring them to the EltarvlGg point, shall not 
degrade them to the necessity of pauperism. 
It is said that England is the richest and the 
poorest country in the world. Is not there to 
be found a way to remedy this, and to remove 
thi~ stigma? Certainly, one considerable step 
to It would be to remove the annual tax ofnicrh 
thirty millions of pounds ster1in~, by the grad
ual payment of the national debt. 

It is said indeed that economy and retrench .. 
ment of the public expenditure is to be the order 
of the day with the present government; but 
the utf!1ost they could probably retrench in the 
co~t ot the Army and Navy, and Civil List and 
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other items,. eould amount to a ven' few mil~ 
lions, which divided among the I)Opulation 
wOllld be but of little amount. 

But, if a grand nat.ional effort were made for 
the settlement 'of the debt, of the successful 
issue of which I have but little doubt, the re
duction of nigh two-thinls of the present taxa
tion would be the bappy result. 

I have moreover, stated in the foregoing 
pages what I consider an astoundmg fact, that 
this taxation for the interest of this debt has 
actually in 30 years amountc(l to m(}n' than 
the debt itself, a powerful prooftlwt the nation 
is cOlllpekllt to its gradual C'xtinction. 

We come now to treat of the l})nd import-. 
ant and permanent advant(~ge \\ hich would 
ensue to the nation by the dischar!..!'f' (If the 
enornwus burden orthi~ debt. Ei.'..!;llt hundred 
and torty-one millions sterliug, as :-;:1(l\\1I al)o\'(', 
is stated to have been tll\8 deut ill 1 n:l~), ,,,ith 
an interest of t WClIt y-nine mill OIlS annually. 
His Grace tho Duke of \\r ellington, ,,'hell In 
otIice, did, J beli,e"e, reduce it by some plan of 
lli~, one or t\\O millioll-:. \Yilcthr it has I);:'('n 
Hince added to by the founding of ExchequC'r 
Bills I am not aware, but shall consider the 
amount to be£800,OOO,OOO in round llumbers. 
l\ ow the produGtiw alId unproductiye capital 
of the population of (;n';) t Britain, as slwwn 
above, is nigh £·1,000,000,000. It is to be ob
f'rrvcd that although if be tru:~ that (111:' prr~nn 
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holdinO' stock in the public funds, who wishes 
o . . 

to embark in trade, manufactures, navIgatIOn or 
any branch, may, by selling out, convert that 
stock into private capital, yet that operation 
adds nothing to the capital of the country. 
The stock b:)Ug~lt is paid for by a part of that 
capital, and it is merely a change of holders 
that takes place in the Public Funds. 'The 
same amount of interest has . still to be raIsed 
by the taxation of the public. N ow it appears 
by the above statement that the value of pro
ductive private prop£'rty in Great Britain am
ounts to t\,O thousand nine hundred and ninety 
li\T millions st6' This item then must embrace 
the great manufacturing and commercial inter.., 
ests of Great Britain, and its capital would re .. 
coiro nn increase Cifthe debt of eight hundred 
millions could :)e paid off,) of more thaI~ 
one-fourth to the prodnctive capital of the 
country. It would be highly interesting if a 
mind, thoroughly acquainted with the nature 
of the trade, manufactures, commerce and 
navigation of Great Britain were to take and 
~how to the world.a retrospect of the multitu"'! 
dinous branches of those elements of prosperity 
which might be benefitted and extended by this 
great accest:lion of capital. It has peen almost 
an axiom in private concerns, that every_ man is 
the best manager of his own resources ; so do 
I believe, it would be found in the' case of the 
public.fund holde)"s, if the debt was paid ofi~ In.~ 
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Rtead of depending upon the puLlic funds for 
the payment of a small interest on their stock, 
their vigilance; sagacity, aild industry would be 
cafled into action, for the discovery of means 
"by which that capital might be invested in a 
'more productive and equally secure employ
ment; whereby the indmtry, skill and labour 
of their country might be engaged, and a great., 
er degree of competence diffused through it. 
There cannot indeed be a doubt that, in the 
case of this immense capital being liberated to 
pe 'employed in these great sources of pros
pcrity,"an er'l ofsatisfaction,cornmercial fllergy 

"'and enterprise woulU be efleeted in Great Brit
'fl.in. The intelligence, the zeal and activity of 
'her merchants would probably be directed to 
the discovery of new fields for manufactures! 
trade, COn1mel'Ce and navigation, which being 
opened, fostered and protected by the govern
ment in their 'treaties with other nations for 
that purpose might lead the nattonal commerce 
to a higher pitch of prosperity than she has 
yet witnessed, Another source of productive 
employment of this increased capital arising 
fi'om the liberation of the national dept w~ld 
probabJy be found, if prudEnt caution be ex., 
crted on the s~lbject, in the extended settlement 
of the colonial empiro of Great Britain! Mr. 
Molesw'orth has lately, in the House of Com., 
"mons, drawn a very unfavourable picture of her 
·~olopial possessions -: accord i ng to his cstima te 
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them. But C'vell allowing these statements to 
be correct at the present day, he has shown 
a total i~llOral1Ce of the na'ture qf colonial pos
sessions: For instance, Canada contains at 
present, nigh one million alld~ a half of ~ou]s. 
She is knmvn to double her population ll1 20 
to 2.3 years; 1 hat i~~, by natural incre~s'J in
dependently (Jail emigr~tion, l\'~ow, althou,::c;h 
her impcrtations frul1l G, B, have as yet amq 

ounted only to a certain SUIll, wbich may not 
much exceed the cost of malntcnance, yet a., 
that cost will need to be b~lt little increaseJ. 
when her population is doubled, her importa
tions from G. B. will pl'ohaldy be doubled also. 
Yet for this natural and coutinual increase in 
the v:lIllC' or all voun a (,ollntril'~;, ':\11'. Jloles
\;'0r1h has made 'no aUm\';\llcc ",hate.,e1'. An
other thin~ he has omitted in his account 
current. The colonies 011'(.'1' amost important 
safety valve for the redundant population of 
the mother country, the P1'l',;;;;urc of which re
dundance she has loner felt the weiuht ot: By 
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transf<'>lTing a part to her colonies, she 
flJili retains the fealty of her suLJ'e~ts, who thll3 
1 " . , )('come cUII:-:umers ofhcl' manufactures; and 
another thing, and perhaps the 1110st imporbnt 
of all to G. n. Mr .. Moleswortll has omitted, viz. 
the trade and naviITation to her colonies anu 
her. fisheries oiler ba powerful source of sup
plymg tlw best sort of men for her nay~T, with~ 



out a supt'emacy In-which, she would SOOl1 sink. 
in the scale of nations, and perhaps peril hel' 
independence. The settlement then, of the 
colonies of G. B. to a greater extent, must un
der judicious management ptesent an advan
tageous and productive field for the employ.;. 
ment of capital liberated by the extihction of 
the national debt, 

It has long been a suhject of remark in the 
British North American Colonies t hat a grea tel' 
9isPosition was manifested in England among 
its e(lpitali~s to loan money to the people of 
the ll. S. than in these colonies, and we have 
seen v, hat lta~~ Ilecn the r(,~ltlt, in tbe ]"('pudiat
ing schemes of EOflle of tho:-:c stalc';· N 0\,', 
there is not a doubt tlwt, in all young colonie8j 
gn at and frequent opportunities occur li lr in
vesting C1pilal, whiclt in\l'~~tments under pro
pel' precaution:;;, :1:, l'('ganl~ sec'urit y for thos() 
loans by the c.\('rtion ofsuHicieut yisilance and 
intelligenc e on the part of tho loallil1(~' capital
i!:'l, will be remunerative; and re~pccting loans 
to the British Colonies, one thing is certain; 
that they cannot legally form any sLic1~ Npudia
ling schemes in them as have appeared in the 
U. S. Immense tracts of Jand of good quality 
are contained in them, 'Ihic.h, ,;,hen 8ettled 
under sagacious management, "'ould efTed not 
only a fertile means of relieving the mother 
countrv_ from a re'(1undant and therefore bur ... 
(l"Ilf'!:ni1€' popuJation; but {lJ:=:D. hy sobel' ill~ 
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i)f rendering it able to acquire ample susten
ance, ~n.J e\'entuJ.lIy to increase the prosperity 
of these Colonies and the Mother Country. 

'\'e have IDn' to the best of our humble 
abilities shown ~h8' high advantages which 
would result to the nation and her colonies if 
this enorm01l3 national debt could be paid ofi~ 
and shall here state our opinion of the calis:",; 
tltaL hayc led to the failure of former attempts 
tor that purpose. 

The illustrious mind of \Yilliam i)itt formed 
a plan {()1' (~lis great purpose by means of a 
sinkin:.:: tillld, wllich proud.;Jiy would have had 
in time great (·if.:(:l had it been persevered in; 
\)ut,eit:lcr after his administration or his death, 
flat fu,tJ \ra~J applied to other purposes. S:'v
end OthtT writers have advo::ttcd til:' 
P:IYl1l:';1t of the debt. But the chief causp, in 
my hU:iJLd'~ opinion, that h.')$ produced the fail
nrc of all attempts for this great end, is, tlnt 
the auttlO,'::; of thc:n h::txc relied on their own 
proposed financial plans, whereas the true and 
p,erhaps the only certain source of any eftec. 
live plan-must arise from the British Nation it
self .. It is on her lh:lt the yast pressur,e is 
beanng of thirty millions annual Ln:ation, and 
the ur::priYatlOll of cjO'ht hundred millions of 
capital which lays iUly locked up in the funds. 
This immense taxation must bear hard on the 
national POOl', must bJ a chiet cause of the 
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Jlli.<.:cry that has oftcn wrung the hCitrf:-: 0 f aJ I 
tbat is humane and I! (:/J('j'uus in the British na
tion. It will tbl:fefore be for the nation to form 
its resolve. The [)vsent times require some 
immediate action, EOmc great national effort, 
by which the distresses of the country, and the 
difficulties in trade and commerce would be re
dc·red by the national energies to their wonted 
prosperity. If the nation feels this convic
tion, and the necessity and" isdom of anational 
dlm't to effect this ,<:;H'at pmpo:"c, I have not 
a ooubt of the power of the patriotic 'rill of 
England to do this; and I shall now proceed 
with great difl.iclencc indeed, and profo\lnd hu
mility, to I:I} Illy plans for tbat end before her, 
making first :1 Jl:w preJiLllinary oboSen at ions OIl 

the subject. . 
Itis true that some C'.\tt'll:,i, t' cn!lllll\'rcial op

erations of the lil'ltish n,tf it III lia\'l' been U11:'UC

cessfld. 'rhc South !»ca ~C11C1l1e cau~('d the ha
voc of lllallY priyatc f()rtul1cs. Of the recent 
Hchemcs or Hai: noatl making it is said at 
this day, in the public prints; that thl',\" have 
occa'lioned more distl'(,s~ among pri\'ate liuuilics 
than has bcen ('YeT known in England. .i\ ow 
it i:,; perhaps, [o.t unatc for the plan I am 
to offer, th:tt it cannot bc attended with any 
such evil effects. The enterprising mind of 
En a land appears at present almost quiescent, 
blltit cannot lung :remain unemployed. Is 
110t tiler! thc prc.:"'-'llt a proper time for the nu· 



hon to conslder ,,11ctheT it would not be highly 
advisable to endeavour by a generous and 
mighty effort to nmove the incubue it has so 
lono" labored under, that the coast may be clear, 
so to say, for the exertion of that expansive 
mind of England, and of those commercial 
energies which would doubtless be created by 
the removal of the debt. 

The celebrated Doctor Dick, in his work, 
called" Mental Illumination and Moral In~
proyement of mankind," ~ays in page 325: 

During the war with Buotlaparte 40 millions would 
have been considered as a mere item in "the national 
expenditure, amounting to little more than the war 
t:nes of a single year. And shall it ever be said 
that ~llch a sum cannot now be raised for counter
acting moral evil and human misery, alllI training 
our population to "glory and immortality?" 

And in page 327 he S:lYS ,: ' 

Besides the saving which might b~" made in 
the public expenditure, there is a still greater sum 
which might be saved from various items in the 
private establishments of wealthy individuals,'whieh 
might be devoted 10 national improvements. The 
saving of a single bottle of win~ , a-day, would am
mount to £50 a-year; the discarding of an unaeccs
f';ary servant, to nearly the same sum: keeping four 
llorses instead of six, would be e. saving of at least 
£60; and discarding a score of hounds would save 
more than a £100 a-year, There are thousands in 
our country, who in this way could save £500 a-year 
to ,be devote~ to rational and benevolent purposes, 
WIthout feellllg the least diminntion of their sen:::i~ 
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live enjoyments. There are hundreus of tlWG~:ll:~1 
in the middle ranks of life who could save £20 
a-year, by discarding unnecessary In:~Llcs, in regard 
10 houses, fcrniture, food and clot bing, and feel 
themselves just as e(,lllf"J\2blc ~s Lcfmc; and there 
an' Jll~lny more ::W1W!,:; the lo',':c;' ranks ,\ hI cunj,l 
fOuve fl'\'eral pounds CW'iY ye8l"1 ,yLil'h ~liC now 
wa::lcd either in folly (;1' inlerrljlc]'illl:e, and find 
tllcllI;cl'lves richer and more (;,'In/flj LILk at the clo~e 
of the year that at any former pcrioll. Let es :-:np
P():-;C', wbat is perhaps not far from the truth, tlJ::lt 11'L']'(~ 
are 50,000 ind~viduals, or the 3~O part of tbe Driti!"h 
population, who, at an an:r~l.~l', h2.\'l~ incomes of 
£3000 per annum, and could Llcyote £;;UO o-},l'ar 
to public purposes-some IJllh,JI more alJd ;';Oll~C II's;;; 
Ibis \Vonlel amotlnt 10 fifill'fl milil'~' :1-:, C:I". TL'Je 
may next be reckoned about SUO,CIII) with incIJll's 
at an :worage of £300 pC'r :1l1nlllll, WllO C1)'lld t/c';f;ic 
a "l'illlilar proportion, namely £:30 per an: 1'.1: n ; \\,ltich 
wOlllll amount to six millions. ~;L1I)P()"ilJ~ tile 
pOjJnlatiol1 of Great Britain to be 1I;,(lUII,OU~ and 
1 hat ouly one-fourth of this number, namclyl,i)'YJ,-
000, have it in their pm'.'cr to (/[",otc a ccrlai" por
tion of their income to tIll' pllrp03t'" allud"d tn, tllere 
would still remain ~,750,UOO of thc lower ('ic'S'CS, 

who might be supposed, 011 an ~1\('r;I'2'", ': J,' 1.) '" 

Vo'c one guinea a-year to the :,:,,'I'l' o,.;('c ". "::'c:: 
would amount to nearly {Ul ;' li~j:Ll,ji'. ~'(l 1'. 
1\\'I'llty-five millions of pound, ITli2lnbp iLl ,,'J ',1,
nually for literary, phihnthl'l)j,ic, ;1,,(1 reli:;i,)';';; pm
poses, without anyone fl'ding tilC 1')~3 of allY sen,i. 
tive enjoyments, but, on the ,('olllr:1ry, enjoying the 
purest gratification in baholdingimprovements goin;; 
forward, and the plans of benevolence gradually 
accomplishing. Passing many olher othel consider
ation:! of this kind, the only other item of expcndit-
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lJre I shall notice is, that which is spent in the pur
chase of spirituous liquors, which are for the most 
cleyoted to the purposes of intempp.rance. Accord
jDg to an estimate made by Mr. Buckingham and the 
eomruiUce appointed by Parliament to investigate 
.j." ,tale of intemperance, it appears, th'lt, within 
ilJ(' limAls of Great Brifain and Ireland, there is a loss 
,.tlstained by the llse of ardent spirits amounting to 
nearly fifty millions sterling per annum! It is 
"lated that, in the city of G: asgow alone, the sum 
expended in intoxicating drinks "is nearly equal 
to the whole amount expend-ed on public institutions 
of charity and benevolence in the entireUnited King
dpl11." This item alone would be more than suf
E':'ient for all the purposes of philanthropy and of 
uni versal irnpro\~1ent. 

1; ow, if there be any force in these argumentS 
y~ hen api)lied b the purposes of general educa
tion, th"y '~'ijl apply with tenfold force in favor 
c,f He great purpose I am advocating. Let 
this enormous incubus of the national debt on 
the people of England be removed by the noble 
and cnergetic will of the nation; and the 
worthy Doctor's plans for the welfare of his 
fellow citizens will have tenfold more chance 
of being accomplished. The joy, the profound 
exultation that must be the general result of 
this hnrden being removed from the nqtion 
would mater~8.~~}' augment its desires for every 
humane and generous purpose. 

Conceiving then, that these her evident inter
ests and the crying demands of public distress 
,,,ill be consi(it-red by the nation as worthy of 
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every sacrifice, and considering further th:lt 
she will duly appreciate the wisdom of cl~~~\!'-· 
ing the way for the powerful action in trade, 
commerce, Ill.: !lllJiIC1 Ill'es,navi;;ntion and puhlic 
improvements to ',r llich her peopie \riU no d('ubt 
be Jed by the payment of the debt, I ll(]":; at once 
propose the plan for so doing. 'rho amount 
of this debt as ;: IJove said, we shall t,!c at 
eight hundred milliolls of pounds ~;kl'l i Il:~; the 
amount of all the property at prc~('lIt in the 
possession of the people of Great Britain is 
'tonr thoLlsand millions. One fifth then of this 
sum "ill pay t!;c debt. 

.. The Natioll:-ll Dr,])I, says l\T r. Rig11Y 'Y"~('P' in his T:,
vj",'d Arithmclj", is £7~2,(lI)\l,('c() and the iI,:,:':;r,':..:;ll,· capital 
of Ureat Britain :'Il.! hchllll is £7,~':'I),C,'; .lIlI.!, s" th"t 
ten Fer c"IlL, of the capital will e:lsily l"ly air UJ(' debt. It 
j" os jf a man "jlh a ,,-:'pit'll .,t 7,7.,0 ",.s inddol,;d only I, 
the ~lrnountof £~7'2, MI', \\T. 1'1'01")""; il'n Y,"I', as t.he 
time of paying' the lklJt, alllI thinks it ,,"ould J.,~ 'tel'\' ,.1,.'" 
fOL' tile 0\\ Ill'l:-; of rcal rropcrty to do so."-Briti;;/! CU{U/1-

,;sl, iljl/it ~ I, 10,j~, 

\\'e rrop0~:t; tllcl'e[;:>re that every Fi'l;~:O;-1 
pr.s;>c::~;cd of u property of one thousalld pounds 
sterling, should agree to devote two hundred of 
it in the course OftWC'flty years to P3Y off this 
dcut. and a'l)' person of grf';l (('r capitld ill pro
por:ion. The amount of the sum p:~d for olle 
thou~ancl pounds wouid 1.hen ue ooly IC'll ]'ClilLls 

per ),('ar, ur If the ll11WllllL of tIll' debt in the 
foregoing note is C('lTl'ct, fiye poufjd~ "ill ~111~ 
b\\'l'\', but it ,'wuld be optional with the c:tpittl-
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jst either to p:ly all off at once 01' in such in .. 
stalments as it may best suit him. If the whole 
sum were to be agreed to by the nation to be 
paid off at once, it is to be remembered that 
there would be thereby an immediate cessation 
of the thirty millions of taxes for the interest 
of the debt, and a proportional diminution 
according as the time of paying it off is longer 
or s11orte1', 

It IS howcyer probahle that the vast sales of 
property which "'ould be required in the 
national operation for this purpose, would pre
clude the possibility ofthei .. being accomplish
p,d in less than the twenty years proposed. 
N ow if it be true, as Doctor Dick says, that 
,. there are hundreds of thousand:!! of people in 
our country who could save £500 a-year to be 
deyoted to national and benevolent pnrposes, 
without feeling the least diminution of their 
sensitive enjoyments, it is probable that many 
of the wealthy 'would make voluntary contri
butiol1S in their zeal to accomplish this great 
purpose of liberating their country from this 
great and enormous burden of her debt. It 
is however to the enlightened wisdom and to 
the national patriotism of the great body of the 
people of England to which I confess I look 
tor the final accomplishment of this great pur
pose. At first view of the plan I have propos
ed for this payment of t.he debt, it may appear 
to some 1 ather romantIC, but .when reflection 
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is made by them, on the actual fact, f.at till' 
pe~ple of Great Britain are r('all.\~ payiilg til'" 
entIre amount of this national debt in intere:::t 
eyery thirty years, it certainly cannot be de
med that it would be wi:"pr for the nation to 
give up at once even one-fifth of their property 
to payoff the capital of t:.(; debt in ~() ye~d'3, 
and so not have to Vly it ;:!.~"'El in illLC:'CSI: :~l 
thirty years. 
~The present age tCCUi~J with ,~Teat a)](l i!ighl:.,,

useful discoveries in the physical ;ic:encc::;, 
On looking back some t'.'."Clity to forty yc~rG 
a man is af3tonished at til" P1'Og-l'I":'s s()cie 1,\ bas 
made. Time and space in tad arQ approlldl
ing to their annihilation. The Ycry lightning of 
heav~n is subjected to use, and in tim!' an id(,;} 
will probably be conveyed OWl' the greateSt 
part of the planet we inhauit witll illca1culabl(~ 
velocitv. 

Why then should not the mind of man itself 
make ·an equal advance in the high SClence 

of wisdom and happiness ('(pal at least tn that 
of the other science~: vV hv should not tll,' 
mimI rise superior to the idea that its happiw·sR 
depends on a few thousands more or less. En
gland has of late shown an admirable proof of 
that wisdom in the calm and firm attitu,lc ,yitb 
which she resisted the late atkmpts for the 
overthrow of her national institutions, wllicll, 
excited no doubt by the wild example of France 
and the neighbouring nations, had been rai::,cd 
flgainst those institutions, 
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\\'by dwulJ "lli~ not proceeu. to show that by 
OtiC Ylt.:;t national effort she is enabled to 
remove the great incubus that has so long pro .. 
ycel oppressive to the nation, and which, when 
removed, will a~sureJJy. create an energy and 
enterprize through every stream of her vitality 
tInt ,,,ill of0bably DrOUUCC the means of em
l,k,) tlll'lit • and of c'omfortable subsistence to 
Lc r vast population of artisans and labourers, 
flnd prevcbt the n('cr.:;.';~ty of depriving uum .. 
bers oftheLil of llj(~';f' birth-right, by an unayoiJ
ilble emigration to distant countries. It is there.,. 
fore to the enlightened 'wisdom of the nation, 
to their love of jilstice, 0f honour, and of gOJd 
faith, the true sources of high national ad
vancement, that I look to for the accomplish.., 
ment ()f this 'great purpose. 

I now proceed to offer a few ,~uggestions 
that have occurred to me for the fa~ilitating 

. of the great national operations that wquId have 
to be employed in the transfer of property by 
sale or mortgage, in accomplishment of the plan 
stated above. It appca~s. then to me, that 
should the British Nation determine to payoff 
her debt, and as I believe I ha ve stated I al., 
most believe in the omnipotence of the United 
British people in woddly affairs; it appears to 
me that the British Government should have a 
lic~ on the sales and mortgages of property 
whIch would have to be made for raising the 
~um~ required to pay olHhc debt, holding th('~iC' 
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ment could authorize and render legd, a pro~ 
per and sufficient currency for facilitating these 
sales and mortgages. 'llhis is my idea, but I 
freely allow that I can lay no claim to the art ot 
finance. I merely beg leave to suggest the idea, 
that the government may, by some such mode 
t~icilitate the sales or mortgages of property for 
accomplishing the great purpose oftlle nation, 
should it decide on paying off the debt. 

In fllle, although I have for many years 1'e
fteeteu on titis subject, and have been much as
tonished that so great a country as Great 
Britain should have remained so many yoars 
WIder this hurd en, I do not presume to con
siuer myself competent to lmlighten the nation 
on the ilest moans of effecting the sales and 
1Il0rt,~ages required for the accomplishment of 
the plan propos,--~d. But I do certainly hope and 
1H'liove that the f. )\'I"r()ill,r ~U"'0'('sliolls will meet 
t h(~ (".y(~ of S()1\W of t ~os/'sup~~'ior mind:) whidt 
('\ic;\ in (: I .,:\t Britain, some of those truly pa
tri,l\ic souls, whom I wrily bclicyc are vet to 
II:' fO?lnd th(Orf'~ sntllr: ofthnse intelliaent beinlJ'S 

o 0 

W'I,) form tho highest honours of their country, 
aud il' (lit a l'andid consideration of the above 
rll'.!,.!;(ostions they meet with a congenial fecl
jll;~ in lito,.:,., ~.:q)('rior minel,,; should tbe\" bo ·of 
111~o :-;~L1I1I~ opinion as to the high advanta'yC's 
t h 11 \\ (,\lId \'I'S.llt to t'be nation, by the paYlll~llt 
or the debt, J 111<1\" thell at least have some right 
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h. hopp tbtT would apply their high talents. 
their knowkdge of the best practici'll modes 0 f 
fiI1;tIlCC, aIllI abOH; all their high patriotism h) 
awaken and enJigbten the nation for this great 
purpose, und to inftl.'-;C' that degree of zeal into 
it which mtly secure its final accomplishment. 

I lJavc now only to offer a few remarks on 
the mest advisab"le mode for obtaining the 
sense of the m.tion on thi3 subject. It is true 
that tIle' nation being represented in the Jm.,. 
perial Parliament, any member of that Parlia
ment ",11(1:-;(' powerful mind should lead him so 
to do, might 1I10Y(' and advocate a plan for this 
purpose of paying ofT the debt; but so ~ar 
from this bei~)g the C;lC:C, I huyc great reason 
to believe an Idea that '.vas stated to me on this 
subject hy a gentleman from England, appar
ently of flfllllC ill1clligence, rcspecting it,wliich 
was •. that nobody ~lt prc:;cnt thinks ofV1.'. illJ 
off the llational de bt." 

Now cyer}' person haG a rigltL to think '.vhat 
he please'S, but that docs not prevent any Gther 
persoll fi'om comlllunicat,ng his ideas to the 
public, if he belicy('s he can sllo\\- good lioe<lSOn 

\\hy the debt should be paid 011',which,'.,ilh dU2 

llUmiii1)-, I twlit'\ e I have done in this work,and 
further,! believe tbat were the general sen::e of 
the nation obtained upon the question,it '.,,-ol.lld 
!'):Inction that payment. ,. 

Would it not therefore, be advisable to take 
:rnf'j\S\lres adequate to obtain this sellse of th~ 
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a national convention be legally called for this 
great purpose? The anSVi'er to this question 
I hereby leave to those superior intelligent 
minds I have above alluded to. Hthey belIeve 
us'1 do in the load of misery which the effect..: 
ing the purpose of this work would remove, if 
they believe inthc vast manufacturing and COIll

mercial advantages it would produce, and fur
th .. 1' if they believe, as I do, in the encrgy and 
patriotism it would escile ill all ranks of the 
p~oplc, I have no doubt of tile 5an~tion of tho~c 
t;1'l'at intelligent and powerfulllli[)cb;,nor of their 
("011\ iction that the glnry of England would be 
raised by this national movcment to a higher 
pitch than nell she has yet attained. 

1 hare now only to present the work to the 
world, as pm:~ibly the last I ~hall prodlIc(" I 
h:lYC I"l'c('ly gi\'C·n my thull~hh on what mea
~lIrC,~ 1 conceive \\"LTC best to promote the wel. 
fare of the colonies and that of the parent ~,t,lk, 
and I leave it to a can(lid pllLlil' to decide on its 
l\I'~'rits. Respecting this country of Ill~- birth, 
Bri:i~h North Alllerica, I believe that if the 
national debt of Great Britain were paid ofr it 
would produce a great ri::;c ill the value of their 
lands anti thc rapid advancement of these colo
nies. ;\ nd feeling, as 1 do, a deep and earnest 
"';":1 for their truc happiness and welfare, I 
now conclllde "'jth imploring their lcgi"jatu('f<; 
to uphold "nel encourage h,' effecti, e la "s ~.lld 



Il~1l:,!(1(111:~) tlll; lc1i~iuu,:, ilj/Ila! and jl/llIlicill 
cll<U "dcr u1' their p;;lip18, il1l11sing Ly their eX
~llljple a Ii,1ticllt enuurance of their pre~cl1t 
ach erse alld critical position, and a steady 
maintenance of the lora] character of the Pro
,ince~, a:-d fep] co; I i jjlced.the time is not far.di~ t
ant \\!lell by a fair ano proper r,';::,-u1ation of the 
('o~onia] ~y~tClll IJ)' Great Britain:these colonies, 
and uuitul Canada in-particu]ar, will sho,,· the 
\\udd that L:, t"lIch ITg'llhL ()n~ they are compe
tent to ~L\lld and to thrire without the aio of 
any foreign natlOn. 

APPENDIX. 

Since the \\Titing of the grc:;ter part of the fore, 
going work, a series of Jl1u:,t disastrons events han: 
tr:tIJ"l'ired in tIll' Province. l\ly fond hopes that 1he 
aspcritipc; uf the two partie:", into wbich the Province 
is di\-ided, wcre cooling down, so that finally the 
talents and exertions of both wonld be employed in, 
adnll1cing the real inkrc ,.ts and good of the Province, 
ha n' been, by the late en~nts,scatlered for the present 
tn tbe \\'inds of heaven. The mutual asperities of 
thE<e l'J.rtil'S have for years before the late events been 
f;() great as to prevent them from combiJJing their 
talents for the pnL'lic n'r,.i!l'; and .3inr.e those late UJl

IJapl'Y CYCllh, the cl'ellit (If these PrO\'illCCS mu:;,t be 
so hia.,kd in (:1'eat Britain, that it is doubtful 
whether a thousand pounds could be borrowed there 
[<)r the public works of the Province, or evcn per-



167 

hapf:: for it~ ('(]1Jlmen.:ial aflairs. SOllletlling tlwn 
that will restore the credit and the character of the 

',c{)untry must be done. Nowa plan as I have slat
ed before has Leen proposed for a federal union of:lil 
,the Norlh American Colonies; and I have to n1;:.kr! 

mention of a vcry irnportant advance in their condi
'tion,an advance which I advocated in a work publish
ed by me in MOlll\"!,;t!, f'i:=;ht years since, il proposal 
f''iated ill th:.tf: \\-(J)'k to obtain a rr'lm~scutJ.tion in Illb 
Imperial House ()f Cr)llltnOnS of each of the Nortll 

. American Coloni(~s, hj a certain number of repre
sentativ('s C\IOS('/1 for thrtt purpose byea('h colonial 
k~i~\alure. I hacl when in London, En!;land, from 
1820 to 3-l,recommendecl in a letter to Joseph Hume, 
M. P., his perseverance in the pbn hc brought f"r
ward for this \'Cry purpose, at thc lime of the p:J.ss
j ng of the Reforn I 13 i II in 1 ~:)()-l. II i ~ pIa 11 was for 
bClying all till' ('lIlonies of Great Britain 11111:3 n'pre
scnte,d in Parliament. The pllrpo~e of tl]l' plan W:IS 

apprO\-cd of by all parti('s in the Ifl->!l"" ofComm(lIl", 
and W:\:3 only po"tponecl on ae('ountoi' the great pn',:,
f;1II'l' of the bu"illc,.;s of tlw I~dorril dnrill~ Iltat "l',-'; 

f;ioll, I-Inme withdrew hi" motinn, \\-itll an I1lHkr
:";[:IIHling it was to be brought forward atsllll1e future 
time, Ill' Ita,.; not Yl" done ";0, but I haH~ no doubt Iw 
and 1I1:111V other niembl'l's of the hOLlse wonld be :;;:i1l 
favour:!I,'I,' to it, jf brolI~ht forward. I !Jad long l'111l

ec i \ l ,,[ a l'C'pre:sc ntation of t!Jis kind would te ntl ulUeh 
It) ad\-:ll1(,(, tlte illtcre~ts and welfare of Ihe"e Pro
villces, aIHI prob:lbly jJl'OVf' a most etTieaciol1:3 IlW:lIl:; 

of secnrin~' their tranquility, and thereby tlw en
couragement and Cl:""istanee o( the British C':tpit~:~;~t~ 
fOl" the commencemcnt :llld profitable pro3ccnlil';' rot' 
a well founded and l'l1terpri8ing sj1iritof ('tlI1l1JIl'I'!'i,,1 

'jlllll1:-try a111on:.:- their il1liabilants. \'oll,.id,'ring now 
tlJ/:' unpreccdl'lIteJ ~t;t'" (If lkprc--,j"ll in their Jlrc~-
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ent ~(atc <of ,e l11l11CrCC, I an1 not at ;~ll surrri~cd 111at 
a plan of this J,ind should be ~l~ain imggcsted by 
::0 nl' j ntelligent pCl'sons,J believc, i nX cw Brunswick, 
for had lhese colcnies been repsesentpd in the Brit
i~h Parliament by able persons, at the time of the 
passill0,' of 1 be change in the British Corn Laws, it 
is possible llJey would not have been alluwcd 10 be 
t hro\...-11 j Lt ) tile serious state of alarm and uncerta
inty in 'which they are now in. It is possible, that 
the able representatives of these Province's might 
have procured for them some remuneration for the 
Joss of a protection ,,'bieh they have had from their 
first settlement) for their staple produce; that whilst 
the Imperial Parliament 'Was giving a free opening 
10 forpign nations for their grai.n and bread ~tufis 
which will probably take up the redundant produce 
of those nations for many year~; they might alc;o 
have giyen IIp to their own B. ~. A. Provinces the 
same remuneration I have advocateci in the fore
t=,oing work, namely, the supply of our ,,'est India 
l:olonips \\'itb provisions, provided we call prm'e to 
these '\'cst India colonies \ve are competent to furn
i:oh that supply on as good terms as any other nation. 

rage 

EIiIi.\TA. 

11, line 1,-Fv?" tl one'!' (fn/idol;;, 1"r/:·d U nnelher." 
J :1, ,. 18.-Fm· '·.1",.i,-ul/llr,,/is/s,'· 1"I'(ld" _/l"r;,·"itu.rist." 
17, " ~,- "'or " ill." the ProL1ince, read ,. (u." 
1~), " l;~,-l?o,' ''"110/ 1"ead" nuL so." 
!.!l), II 21,-1?or" (YulI({(Lltin;cnc}"al,"1'ead it Canadn~are in 

!:I'IIC'/"II[." 

':?, " R ,- Fo'( " lite above period," ,'carl" lhe pcri ad." 
" 2,--jior 01 by IIlls average ," ,'cad " this aVr,',"(rgc. "J 

53, " 16,---1'0" "JOs. !)ri. avc1"l1{!,"e," read "378. IOd. (lI"N(lI{C" 

II " ,. ---For " 41s. 'Jd: al'CTCI(5cjrcigh t," 1"CCl<1, "378. 1l'd. 




