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ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS 
OF TUE 

Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in conneetion with the 
Church of Scotland begun at Kingston, the 28th day of May, 

and concluded on the 4th day of June, 1856 years. 

SESSION XXVIII. 

DIET I. 

At King,~ton, and !cithin St. Andrew's Church there:
Wedncsday, Ihe Twenty-Eighth Day of June, 
One Thousand Eight Hundl'ed and Fifty-six 
I-ears :-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
in connection with the Church of Scotland met, according to appoint
ment, and was constituted with prayer by the.Rev. Alexander McKid, 
the Moderator of the Synod for the preceding year. 

The Moderator stated to the Synod that, in consequence of 
arrangements made by Dr. Machar, the Synod sermon would be 
deferred until the Evening at Seven o'clock. 

Presbytery Rolls having been given in, the Synod Roll was made 
up and read over. 

Sederunt, Mr. Alexander McKid, Moderator,. Mr. Hugh Urquhart, 
Mr. Thomas McPherson, Mr. Donald Monro, Mr. Andrew Bell, Mr. 
Colin Gregor, Mr. George Bell, Mr. John B. Mowat, Mr. Hamilton 
Gibson, Mr. John Robb, Mr. George Macdonnell, Mr. Kenneth 
McLennan, Dr. John Skinner, Mr. Robert Burnet, Mr. James Mc
Ewen, Mr. Robert Stevenson, Mr. Alexander Mann, Mr. William 
Bain, Mr. John McMorine, Mr. Alexander Spence, Mr. Solomon 
Mylne, Mr. Duncan Morrison, Mr. George Thomson, Mr. Peter 
Lindsay, Mr. John Lindsay, Mr:Iames Sinclair, Mr. Robert Neill, 
Dr. James Williamson, Dr. James George, Mr. Archibald Walker, 
Mr. Peter Ferguson, Mr. John McMurchy, Dr. John Barclay, Mr. 
John Campbell, Mr. John H. McKerras, Mr. Archibald Colquhoun, 
Mr. William Clelanu, Mr. John Brown, Mr. James Gordon, Mr. 
James Bain, Dr. John Cook, Mr. David Shanks, Mr. Duncan Ander
son, Mr. George D. Fergnson, Dr. Alexander Mathieson, Mr. Thomas 
Haig, and Mr. John McDonald, Ministers j together with Mr. 
James Dingwall, Mr. John McDonald, Mr. John Young, Mr. John 
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G. Malloch, Mr. Duncan Graham, Mr. Archibald Petrie, Mr. George 
Malloch, Mr. George Davidson, Mr. George Neilson, Mr. John 
Turnbull, Mr. William Sinclair, Mr. John Thomson, and Mr. Alex
ander Morris, Elders. 

The Synod then proceeded to the Election of a Moderator for the 
ensuing year, when the Rev. Alexander Mann, A. M., Minister of 
Pakenham, was unanimously elected, and, at the Synod's desire, 
took the Chair. 

There was produced and read an Extract Minute of the Synod of 
New Brunswick, of date August l8th, 1855, appointing the Rev. John 
M. Brooke, D. D., Minister of Fredericton, N. B., a Delegate from 
that Synod to attend this meeting of Synod. Dr. Brooke was then 
introduced to the Synod, and received a cordial welcome through 
the Monerator. 

The Records of the Synod having been laid on the Table, the 
Miuutes of the Commission of Synod for the past year were read 
and sustained. 

The Synod appointed the following Committee to revise the Synod 
Records, and report on them, viz :-Dr. Barclay, Mr. Spence and 
Mr. Morris. 

There was produced and read to the Synod a communication from 
the Secretary of His Excellency the Governor General, of date 
September 18th, 1855, enclosing a copy of a Despatch from Sir W. 
Molesworth, late Secretary of State for th", Colonies, acknowledging I 

receipt of the Synod's Address of last year to Her Majesty the Queen, 
and intimating that the same had been laid before Her Majesty. 

There was next laid before the Synod a communication from He\v I 

Ramsay, Esq., Montreal, Treasurer for the Synod's Contributions to 
the Patriotic Fund, enclosing the correspondence between him and 
John Beatson Bell, Esq., Edinburgh, the Agent for the Church of 
Scotland, anent said Contributions, with an Extract Minute of the 
General Assembly's Patriotic Fund Committee, of date November 
5th, 1855, acknowledging receipt of £410 15s. 9d. sterling, being the 
proceeds of £506 12s. 9d. currency, transmitted by Mr. Ramsay, and 
showing the appropriation made by them of the same. It \yas 
stated, in explanation, by various Members of Synod, that the'said 
Synodical Contributions, and especially in some localities, would have 
been much larger but for the circumstance that the people connected 
with this Church had, in many instances, given theit· contributions 
through the general subscriptions raised in their neighbourhood. 

The Synod appointed the following Committee of Bills and 
Overtures, with instructions to meet this afternoon at three o'clock,
imd all Papers to come before the Synod were ordered to be given 
in to the said Committee, viz: the Moderator and Clerk, Mr. Urquhart, 
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Mr. McPherson, Mr. McKid, Mr. George Bell, Mr. John B. Mowat, 
Mr. W. Bain, Mr. McMorine, Mr. Spence, Mr. Thomson, Mr. Neill, 
Dr. Williamson, Dr. George, Dr. Barclay, Mr. McKerras, Mr. Jas. 
Bain,Mr. D. Anderson, Dr. Mathieson, and Mr. Geo. D. Ferguson, 
Ministers; and Mr. Dingwall, Mr. McDonald, Mr. John G. Malloch, 
Mr. Petrie, Mr. George Malloch, Mr. Davidson, Mr. Turnbull, and 
Mr. Morris, Elders. 

Presbytery Rocords were ordered to be laid on the Table for 
examination as soon as possible. 

Leave was given to Presbyteries to meet in Kingston for all 
competent business, during the meeting of Synod, at such hours as 
the Synod may not be sitting. 

The Synod agreed that, during their present Session, they shall 
meet at ten o'clock, .<\. M., and continue in Session till five a.'c1ock 
P. M., with an interval of an hour between one and two, meeting 
in the evening when considered necessary; and it was further 
agreed that the first part of each morning's sederunt be employed in 
devotional exercises. 

At seven o'clock, the Rev. Alexander McKid, the late Moderator, 
preached before the Synod, from Ezekiel ix. 11, last clause, "I have 
done as thou hast commanded me." 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures gave in a Report of the 
business to come before the Synod, and of the order in which it 
might be taken up. 

The Synod proceeded to the Election of three Trustees for Queen's 
College, at Kingston, in room of the Rev. James C. Muir, the Rev. 
John McMorine, and the Rev. Alexander Mathieson, D. D., who 
were unanimously re-elected, and th~ir names placed at the top of 
the Roll; amI the Clerk was instructed to intimate the same to the 
Board of Trustees. 

The Synod next proceeded to the election- of two Clergy Reserve 
Commissioners in room of Hew Ramsay, Esq., and John Smith, Esq., 
who retire from Office at this time according to the Regulations of 
Synod, of 1848, when Hew Ramsay, Esq., and John Smith, Esq., 
were unanimously re-elected, and their names directed, in terms of 
the aforesaid Regulations, to be placed at the foot of the list of Com
missioners; and the Clerk was instructed to intimate the same to the 
Board of Commissioners. 

The Synod appointed Dr. Barclay, Mr. McKerras, Mr. W. Bain, 
and Mr. John Mowat, a Committee to attend to the Financial concerns 
of the Synod; and the Synod directed Pre.~bytery Clerks and Gthers 
to pay over to the Committee all monies collected by them for the 
Synod Fund, and directed all accounts against the Synod to be 
given in. 
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The Synod appointed the following Committees to revise the 
Records of Presbyteries, and report on them, viz :-Mr. Geo. Mac
<.lonnell, Mr. Haig, and Mr. John G. Malloch, to revise the records of 
the Presbytery of Glengary j Mr. McKerras, Mr. McMorine, and 
Mr. Morris, to revise the Records-of the Presbytery of Hamilton; Mr. 
Burnet, Mr. McKid, and Mr. Davidson, to revis-e the Records of the 
Presbytery of Bathupst j Mr. Peter Ferguson, Mr. Morrison, and Mr. 
Graham, to revise the Records of the Presbytery of Kingston j Mr. 
W. Bain, Mr. Peter Lindsay, and Mr. Petrie, to revise the Records of 
the Presbytery. of Toronto j Mr. Neill, Dr. George, and Mr. Young, 
to revise the Records of the Presbytery of Quebec j Mr. Spence, Mr. 
Thomson, and Mr. Geo. Malloch to revise the Records of the Pres
bytery of Montreal. 

The Synod appointed the following Committee to draft an Address 
to Her Majesty the Queen, viz :-Dr. Williamson, Mr. Spence, Mr. 
Kenneth McLennan, and Mr. Morris j-and the following to draft an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor General, viz :-Mr. James 
Bain, Mr. Burnet, Mr. Thomson, and Mr. John G. Malloch. 

There was given in and read by Mr. Morris, Convener of the 
Committee, a Report from the Central Committee on Church 
Property, showing the steps which had been taken by the Committee 
for obtaining and preserving statistical information, and the progress 
made in regard to the same. The said Report having been duly 
considered, the Synod agreed to approve of the same, and to thank 
the Convener and Committee for the diligence and assiduity with 
which they. have entered. upon the important work entrusted to them. 
The Synod re-appointed. the Cammittee, with instructiolls to continue 
the work so well begun. The Synod, further, recommend to Pres
byteries to appoint Presbyterial Committees to collect statistical 
information in regard to the public property of the Church, within 
their bounds, from Ministers and others, having a special reference 
to the property of vacant congregations, and to communicate the 
same to the Central Committee. 

The Synod then adjourned till to-morrow morning at Ten o'clock, 
and was closed with prayer. 

DIET II. 

At Kingst(JTI, and within St. Andrew's Church there :
Thursday, the Twenty-ninth Day of May, 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty six 
Year.s :-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
in connection with the Church of Scotland- met, according to adjourn
ment, and was constituted with prayer. 
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On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. John Lindsay, conducted 
the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the Scrip
ture~, and prayer. 

Sederunt as before, &c. 
The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
On motion of Mr. Robb, seco'1ded by Mr. Haig, it was unani

mously agreed that the thanks of the Synod be given to the Rev. 
Alexander McKid, their late Moderator, for the excellent Sermon 
preached by him before the Synod yesterday, and that he be requested 
to permit the publication of it in " The Presbyterian j" which was 
done by the Moderator accordingly. 

There was transmitted to the Synod, by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, a Repolt from Dr. Skinner, of the receipt and disburs
ment of monies on behalf of the congregation of I,ondon, last year. 
The Synod referred the said Report to Dr. Barclay, Mr. James Bain, 
Mr. Burnet, and Mr. Morri~, to examine and report on the same. 

The Annual Report of the Managers of the Ministers' Widows' and 
Orphans' Fund was given in and read by Dr. Mathieson, the Chair
man of the Board, and is as follows ;-

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Managers oj the Ministe·ts' Widows' and Orphans' Fund. 

The Managers of this Fund have been in the custom of submitting 
an Interim Report to the Synod at its Annual Meeting, and following 
it up at the close of the year by a Supplement, showing the exact 
state of the income and payments when the books were closed. 
This, however, has been attended with much labour and inconveni
ence, and they have determinlC'd,onthe present and fllture occasions, to 
balance their books on 1st May, so as to be enabled to lay a complete 
statement before the Synod. The effect of this on the present 
Report will be to show a diminished amount of receipts compared 
with former years, inasmuch as only the Ministers' half-yearly pay
ment to the Fund, received in January, app@ars at the credit of the 
account, and interests on investments only up to 1st May instead of 
to December. In fnture years, of course, no such disproportion will 
appear. 

The Managers have to deplore the loss of one of the most able, 
most zealous and most judicious of their number-the Rev. Dr. Mc
Gill. Since the creation of the Fund, he was unremitting in his 
labours to improve its condition, expecting that in the course of 

.a few years it tnight prove the means of diffusing great good among 
a meritorious class of Annuitants, who are too often left but slenderly 
provided for. In virtue of the powers conferred upon them by the 
Act of Parliament, the Managers unanimously elected the Rev. Mr. 
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Simpson, of Lachine, to supply the vacancy in the Board thus 
created. 

The Rev. Dr. McGill left a widow whose name has been added to 
the Roll of Annuitants. There are now fourteen Ladies deriving 
benefit from the Fund, and the Managers are engaged in drawing 
up a new scale, by which they hope both to increase the Annuities, 
and to extend the benefit to Orphan children to a greater extent than 

"is done under the existing Regulations. 
It is gratifying to anuounce to the Synod that the appeal made to 

the Congregations last winter has resulted in a marked increase to 
the Fund, by the Collections of those who, up to this date, have 
contributed. In 1855 the Congregational Collections 

Amounted to ....••.. , ............................. £338 15 5 
(And 4 Congregations had not contributed,) 

While in 1856 the amount was............... 371 12 8 
(and the large number of 17 Congregation have not yet reported.) 

Had the~e oeventeen Congregations forwarded their Collections, 
it is probable that the total amount for the present year would have 
considerably exceeded £400. It is much to be regretted that, not
withstanding the preremptory order of the Synod, in reference to the 
time when Collections should be taken up, and the frequency with 
which delays and neglect of duty in complying with it have been 
complained of, the evil, instead of abating, is rather increasing. 

The amount at the credit of the Fund, consisting of 
Ministers' Contributions, is this day.. .. . . .. . .. £1,676 13 9 
and the Congregational Collections..... . ...... 2,579 12 0 

£4,256 5 9 
Of which there is invested, bearing 

Interest ..•...•...•••.••...........•.....• £4,250 10 0 
And Ca~h in Treasurer's hands. . 5 15 9 

£4,256 5 9 
Considering that the Fund has been in existence for nine years, 

this amount does not say much for the general liberality of our Con
gregations. Tile truth is that much the greater part of the burthen 
of supporting the Fund falls upon a few of our people-the great 
majority apparently feeling little interest in its advancement. This 
will appear from a consideration of the statement herewitn submitted, 
showing the Collections made from the commencement of the Trust. 
It will also exhibit the irregularity of many Congregations in taking 
up Collections, and may suggest to the Synod some plan by which 
greater punctuality may be ensured for the future. 

In examining the averages it must be borne in mind that these 
are foimed from the actual number of collections made. This may 
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sometimes be considered permissible in the case of Congregations 
temporarily deprived of ministerial services; but where no such 
deprivation exists, and the failure to collect arises either from'forget
fulness or inattention, the average properly should be formed by 
dividing by the total number which ought to have been collected. 
The Managers are not in a position to make the distinction, but the 
Synod is respectfully invited to direct their attention, or that of a 
Committee, to the subject, and further to enjoin 'Presbyteries to 
enquire into the cause of such failures to make collections for past 
years, and to ordain for the future that Congregations neglecting to 
take up an annual collection at the proper time, unless accounted 
for to the satisfaction of the Synod or Presbytery, shall be deprived 
of any right to participate in the Fund consisting of Congregational 
Collections. 

MONTREAL, 6th May, 1856. 

ALEX. MATHIESON, D. D., 
Chairman. 

HEW RAMSAY, 
Secretary. 

JOHN GREEN SHIELDS, 
Treasurer. 

Since the above Report was made up, Congregational Collections 
have been received,-

From Quebec, .••....................... £20 0 0 
From 8 other Congregations,............. 21 13 2 

In all, ..................... £41 13 2 
MONTREAl" 26th May, 1856. 

The Synod having heard and considered this Report, it was moved 
by Mr. Urquhart, seconded by Dr. Cook, and agreed to, that the 
Report be received, and that the thanks of the Synod be given to 
the Managers for the able and faithful discharge of theirrtrust,-and 
that the Synod appoint the following Committee to examine the 
Report and make such suggestions as may be necessary for prevent
ing the evils of which the Board complain, and devise such a plan 
as will enable them to carry out the benevolent objects of their 
trust with the greatest efficiency, viz :-Mr. Urquhart, Mr. McKid, 
Mr. Spence, Dr. George, Mr. James Bain, Dr. Cook, and Dr. 
Mathieson. 

The thanks of the Synod were accordingly given by the Moderator 
to Dr. Mathieson, the Chairman of the Board, and through him to 
the Board of Managers. 

The Synod proceeded to the Election of three Trustees for th9 
management of the Ministers' Widows' and Orphans' Fund, in 
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room of the Rev. William Simpson, (whose name had been put by 
the Board in place of that of the late Rev. Dr. McGill,) John Green
shields, Esq., and Andrew Shaw, Esq., who retire from office at this 
time, in conformity with the provisions of the Act of Incorporation, 
when the Rev. William Simpson, John Greenshields, Esq., and 
James Mitchell, Esq., were duly elected, and their names directed 
to be placed at the head of the lists of Ministers and Laymen 
respectively composing the Board ;-and the Clerk was instructed to 
intimate the same to the Board of Managers. 

The Synod had laid before them a communication from John 
Mowat, Esq., Kingston, enclosing a letter from Alexander Murrie, 
Esq., Edinburgh, acknowledging receipt from Mr. Mowat of £46 
6d. lOs. sterling, being the proceeds of £56 7s. 6d. currency, contri
buted by certain congregations of this Church for the Church of 
Scotland's Missions,-and stating that the amount would be equally 
divided between the Foreign and Jewish Missions of the Church of 
Scotland. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Commitee of Bills 
and Overtures, ·an Overture anent the holding of a devotional and 
Missionary meeting during the Session of Synod. The said Overture 
having been read and duly considered, the Synod agreed to the same, 
and, in conformity with the terms of the Overture, appointed a devo
tional and Missionary meeting, to be held by the Synod, on Monday 
Evening next at Seven o'clock, and appointed Dr. George, Dr. 
Machar and Mr. Morris a Committee to make all the necessary ar 
rangements for conducting said meeting. 

The Synod appointed the following Examining Committee, in 
terms of the Act anent the Examination of Ministers, Preachers, and 
Students, coming from other Churches not in connection with this 
Church, viz :-the Moderator and Clerk, the Rev. Dr. Brooke, Mr. 
Urquhart, Mr. McPherson, Mr. Mcl{id, Mr. John Mowat, Mr. Mc
Morine, Mr. Spence, Dr. Machar, Dr. Williamson, Dr. George, Dr. 
Barclay, Dr. Cook, and Dr. Mathieson,-and appointed the Commit
tee to meet to-morrow morning at Nine o'clock. 

Mr. Urquhart having specially called the attention of the Synod 
to the removal by death of the late Rev. Robert McGill, D. D., it 
was agreed that the Synod record the following expression of their 
sentiments :-

The Synod cannot permit the present occasion to pass without 
giving expression to the sentiments of grieffelt by every member of 
this Court, at the bereavement which has been sustained by the 
Church in the death of the late Rev. Dr. McGill of Montreal,-and 
at the ~ame time expressing sincere condolence with the widow and 
children of their late brother. Dr. McGill was not only one of the 
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fathers of this Church, but was from the first one of its most able 
aud efficient ministers. Possessed of great activity of mind, and 
much zeal for the interest of the Church, he was not only constant 
in his attendance on its Courts, but ever took a lively interest in all 
the measures that came before them,-and as he was also a prudent, 
faithful and diligent Pastor, his loss to his own congregation, as well 
as to the Church at large, cannot but be deeply felt.-But while the 
Synod would put on record their sentiments of esteem and sorrow for 
their late brother, they feel that it behoves them, with solemn consi
deration, to regard this, and similar dispensations of the Lord, as loud 
calls to all who are yet in the vineyard" to work while it is day, for 
the night cometh." 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, an Overture from the Presbytery of Montreal anent 
the inaccuracies of the last Census, and the injustice thereby done to 
this Church.-The same having been Tead and considered, it was 
011 motion of Mr. Morris agreed, in conformity with the recommen
dation of the Overture, that an Address of the Synod be forth\\<ith pre
pared and transmitted to the Governor in Council, representing the 
said injustice, particularizing instances of the same, and suggesting 
that, in the futnre Census and ~chedules, three columns should be 
assigned to the three leading Presbyterian Churches in this Pro
vince, by name, and special instructions given to the Enumerators 
with regard to the proper distribution therein of persons describing 
themselves as Presbyterians :-alld Mr. Haig, Mr. Burnet and Mr. 
Morris were appointed a Committee to draft the AddreRs. 

The SYllod having had read the minutes of the Commission for 
the last year, it was moved by Mr. Spence, seconded by Mr. John 
G. Malloch, that "whereas it appears that at the stated meeting Of 
the Commission held at Kingston on the First Wednesday of October 
last, certain Ministers were present and took part in the proceedings 
who were not appointed Commissioners in terms of the minutes of 
Synod of ~ast year,-the Synod hold that, in consequence of this 
irregularity, all the proceedings which took place were thereby 
vitia teLl and ought to be held as null and of none effect, and the 
Synod lind and declare accordingly. Further, the Synod resolve 
not to sustain an aJledged meeting of Commission, reputed to have 
been held at Toronto on the Third Wednesday of February last, for 
the following reasons :-First, because the act of adjournment to 
that city formed part of the res gestlE of the meeting at Kingston, 
which ought as above to be held null; Secondly, because the ma
jority of the Ministers and Elders present, and who voted at said 
meeting, were not Commissioners, and accordingly the Synod decern 
and declare the business done at the meeting aforesaid absolutoly 
null and void and of none effect whatever." 
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It was then moved, in amendment, by Dr. Cook, seconded by Mr. 
McKerres, "1, that, while the duties of the Commission are spe
cially entrusted to the individuals expressly named by the Synod, it 
has been the privilege of other Ministers, Members of the Synod, to 
sit and vote in the Commission; 2, that no Elder, not a Member 
of tbe last Synod, had a right to sit in the Commission, inasmuch as 
all Elders ceased to be Representative Elders after the said :Synod 
rose, and the Commission were not and could not be legally cogni
zant of lIie Election of new Representative Elders." 

It was next moved, in amendment, by Dr. Mathieson, seconded by 
Dr. Skinner, "that the Court of Commission being constituted accord
ing to the invariable practice of the Synod,-that the Elders sitting 
on the Commission at the meetings at Kingston on the 3rd day of 
October and at Toronto on the 19th day of February, being in accor
dance with the existing law of the Church, in reference to the Elec
tion of Elders, whether that law be good or bad, expedient or inex
pedient, the Synod do reject the proteRt against their sitting as Mem
bers of said Court of Commission." 

It was, furth~r, moved, in amendment,byMr. James Bain, seconded 
by Mr. Geo. Macdonnell, "that, whatever opinion may be entertained 
as to the alleged irregularity of 80me Ministers and Elders sitting 
and voting in the Commissions held at Kingston in October, 1855, and 
Toronto in February, 1856, the Synod, considering the practiceoi' this 
Church, agree to sustain the proceedings of said Commissions as 
valid,-reserving the right afterwards to make such declaration as 
may be thought necessary for future guidance." 

The vote was then taken on the amendments of Mr. Bain and Dr. 
MathiesoR, when Dr. Mathieson'lI was carried by a majority of votes, 
and that of Mr. Bain was declared to be lost. 

The vote was next taken on the amendments of Dr. Mathieson 
and Dr. Cook, when, Dr. Cook's baving been carried by a majority 
of votes, Dr. Mathieson's was declared to be lost. 

The vote was then takenon Dr. Cook's amendment and Mr. Spence's 
motion, when Dr. Cook's was carried by a majority of votes, and the 
Synoddecerned in terms thereof. 

From this decision of the Synod Dr. Mathieson dissented in his 
own name and the name of all who might adhere to him, for reasons 
to be given in. Dr. Skinner, Mr. McMurchy, and Mr. Colquhoun 
gave in their adherence. 

It was intimated to the Synod, on behalf of the Presbytery of Glen
gary, that it wasthe intentiun of said Presbytery,with leaveoftheSynw, 
to take Mr. Donald McDonald, A. B., Student of Divinity of Queen's 
College, on trials for license j-and it was also intimated, on behalf 
of the Presbytery of Kingston, that it was their intention, with leave 

B 
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of the Synod, to take Mr. Peter Watson, A. B., and Mr. William E. 
McKay, A. B., Students of Divinity of Queen's College, on trials for 
license. The Synod directed said Students to appear before the 
Examining Committee. 

Applications were also made by the Presbytery of Bathurst on 
behalf of the Rev. John Campbell, an ordaiaed Minister from the Pres
byterian Church of the United States,-and by the Presbytery of 
Toronto oa behalf of the Rev. Samuel G. McCaughey, an ordained 
Minister from the Presbyterian Church of Irelagd,-that these Minis
ters may be admitted as Ministers in connection with this Church. 
The Synod directed said Ministers to appear before the Examining 
Committee. 

The Synod made the following appointments for the public services 
of the Sabbath, viz :-Dr. Brooke to preach in the morning, Mr. 
Snodgrass in the afternoon, and Mr. James Bain in the evening:
aad Mr. Steven80n at llrockville. 

The Synvd then adjourned till Ten o'clock to-morrow morning, and 
was closed with prayer. 

DIET III. 

At Kingston, and within St. Andrew's Church there:
Friday, the Thirtieth Day of May, One Thousand 
Eight hundred and Fifty-six Years:-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Chllfch of Canada, 
in connection with the Church of Scotland met, according to 
adjournment, and was constituted with prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. George Thomson conducted 
the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the Scrip-

II 
tures, and prayer. 

Sederunt as befol'e, &c. 
'I The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
II There was producet! and read an Extract Minute of the Synod of 
\ Nova Scotia, of date July 7th, 1855, appointing the Rev. William 

I 
Snodgrass, Minister of Charlotte Town, Prince Edward's Island, a 
Delegate from that Synod to attend this meeting of Synod. Mr. 

I Snodgrass was introduced to the Synod, and received a cordial wel
I come through the Moderator. 

The attention of the Synod having been called to the circum
i stance that Wednesday the Fourth Day of June has been appointed 

by the Governor General as a Day of Public Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God, for the peace which has beello concluded, the Synod, 

II -

1 



MINUTES OF SYNOD, KINGSTON, !lOm MAY, 1856.. 19 

while acknowledging the duty of obserl"ing days of public fasting or 
thanksgiving appointed by public autholily, yet find it impo'sible, 
under present circumstances, to comply with this arrangement as 
could be wished, inasmuch a" the Synotl will still be in ses,ion at 
that time,-the appointment of the time for holding the present 
meetiug of Synol! having been maJe last year. But in or,ler 10 

carry out the intention of the Government, as far as this can be done, 
the Synod agree that the Ministers and Elders met in Kir.gston 
shall, in their ~ynodical capacity, ob,erve the Day of Thanks
giving on Wednesday the Fourth Dayof June, and appoillt the Rev. 
Robert Burnet to preach the Thanksgiving Sermon ;-and further, 
the Synod enjoin each Minister to improve the dispensations of 
God's Providence, in reference to the war anll the peal'e now 
concluded, in his own congregation, on th,' earliest occasion, alld in 
the way he may deem most for the glory of God and the ellilication 
of the people of his charge. 

The Report of the Commutation Commissioners was given ill and 
read by Dr. Cook; and thereafter the Report of the Cler~y Reserves 
Commissioners was given in and read by Dr. Mathieson. The 
same having been duly considered, it was moved by Dr. Mathieson, 
seconded by MI'. McKid, "That the Syrwd give advice to the 
Clergy Reserve Commissioners to dividtl that portion of the 
balance at present in their hands accurding to the principles on 
which they have always acted, viz: ,. to divide the Revenue for the 
year among the Incumbents for the ye.to in which this balance 
accrues." 

It was also moved in amendment by Dr. Cook, se~onded by Dr. 
George, "That the thanks of this Synod are eminently due to the 
Clergy Reserves Commissioners {or their faithful, impartial and wise 
management of the Fund placed at their Jisp0tial ;-that this Synod 
has always recognized and approved, alld does now again recognize 
and approve the sound discretion exercised by the Commissioners in 
the discharge of the important duties entrusted to them; more 
particularly in Jetaining from year to year such balance from the 
moneys recf'ived, as secured the ministers from having the salaries 
allotted to them in any instance reduced, and pro\'ided for like 
salarit's to the new ministers who were from time to time added to 
the Church; that this Synod learns with much satisfaction that such 
balances, with the interest accumulated on them, amount now to the 
sum of £17,000, and inasmuch as the first object for which such 
balanoes were retained, is now sufficiently secured otherwise, and 
there is no reason to fear that the salary of ministers on the Clergy 
ReserveA will be diminished, the Synod rejoices that the whole sum 
can be safely applied to the second object, of permanent importance 
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to the interest of the church, the support, namely, of Buch ministers 
as have been received into the Church since the commutation or 
may hereafter be received Hto it. And the Synod would respect
fully advise the Clergy Reserves Commissioners to appropriate the 
whole Fund at their disposal to this purpose, and place it in the 
hands of the Commutation Commissioners, nnder restrictions to use 
it for that purpose alone; unless the revenue otherwise required 
should at any time fall short." 

It was also moved in amendment by Mr. Geo. Malloch, seconded 
by Mr. John G. Malloch, "That the Imperial Statute 15 George 
III, Chapter 83, Section 5th, enacts, That the Clergy of the said 
Church (Rome) may hold, receive, and enjoy their accustomed dues 
and rights, with respect to such persons only as shall prllfess the 
said reli~ion j" and in Section 6th enacts, .. That it shall be lawful for 
His Majesty, &c., to make provision out of the residue of the said 
accustomed dues and rights, fur the encouragement of the Protestant 
Religion, and for the maintenance and support of a Protestant 
Clergy, &c." 

That the Imperial Statute 31 George III, Chapter 31, Section 
35th, recites the provisions of the ath and 6th Sections of the before 
mentioned Statute, and in the 36th Section recites that it was His 

I l\1ajt'sty's dtlsire to be enabled to make a perlnanent app'ropriation 
of lands in the said Provinces for the support and maintenance cf a 
Protestant Clergy within the same, &c., "as may best conduce to 
the due and sufficient support and maintenance of a Protestant 
Cler!!y within the said Province, in proportion to sllch increase as 
may /tappen in the population and cultivation thereof," and then 
enaets that a quantity in each township, equal to one seventh of the 
whole lands, be reserved for that purpose. 

That the Imperial Statute 3 and -1 Victoria, Chapter 78, (18'10) in 
the Prt!ambule, r"cites, "Whereas it is expedient to provide for the 
final dispo;itioll of the lands called Clergy Reserves in Canada, and 
for the appropriation of the yearly income arising or to arise there
from, for the maintenance of Religion and the advancement of Chris
tian KfWwledge within the said Province j" and in the 5th Section 
enacts "that tile share alloted and appropriated to the Church of Scot
iand in Callada 'sllall be expended for the support and m'1.intenance 
of Public Worship and the Propagation of Religious Knowledge, &,c." 

That from the language used in these Statutes, this Church has 
always viewed the Clergy Reserves, and the Funds to be derived 
therefrom, as devoted to the Sacred purpose, for all time coming, of 
religiously instructing the people, and that the whole body of the 
peaple, even to the remotest corners of the Province, where, and 
whenever a Preacher of the Gospel can be oblaineJ, were, and would 
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be entitled to participate in the benefits of the same, anti that the 
misappropriation of these fuuds to any secular purpose would be 
sacrilege in the extreme. That although the Imperial Statute 16 
Victoria, Chapter 21, and the Provincial Act 18 Victoria, Chapter 
2, from motives of state policy, have appropriated the greater por
tion of the Clergy Reserves to secular puposes, reserving only a 
small portion for the purpose originally de~igned, meting out the 
same by the value of the lives of the Ministers on the Roll on tne 9th 
May, 1853, and enabling these Ministers to commute, still, although 
the legal position has been changed, the moral obligation still con
tinues for this Church to devote the Commutation Fund to the origi
nal purpo~e, the religious instruction of the whole peoplA, whether 
ministered to by those who were on the Roll in May, 1853, or by those 
who have been since or hereafter may be, ordained to minister to 
the people." 

The Roll was then called, and the votes marked on the amendmellts 
of Mr. Malloch alld Dr. Co"k, when Dr. Cook's was carried by a 
large majority, and M,·. Malloch's was declared to be lost. 

The vote was then taker. on the amendment of Dr. Cook, and tbe 
motion of Dr. Mathiesoll, when Dr. Cook's was carried by a majority 
of votes, and thA Synod decerned in terms thereof. 

The Synod adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning, and was 
closed with prayer. 

DIET IV. 

At Kingston, and within St. Andrew's Church there :
Saturday, the Thirty~first Day of May, One Tlwu
sand Eight Hundred and Fifty-six Years:-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjourn
ment, and was constituted with prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. John H. McKerras conducted 
the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the Scrip
tures, and praYAr. 

Sederunt as before, &c. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
The Examining Committee reported to the Syno!!, that they had 

examined Mr. John Campbell, and l\!r. Samuel G. McCau!!hey, 
Minister~ from other Churches, as also Mr. Donald McDllnald, Mr. 
Peter Wat~on, and Mr. William E. McKay, Students of Divinity, on 
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the subj"cts prescribed by the Act of SY:-lOd. and that they were 
sati-fied with their appearances. 

Tbe SYllod having hear.1 a"d approved this Report instructe.1 the 
Presbytedes of Bathurst and Toronto to proceed, in thp. case of Mr. 
Campbell and Mr. McCaughey, aecoTllingto the Jaws of the Church, 
allthorizin!:( them, in the event of their receivill!!" callR, to proceed to 
their "·ttl,,,mt·lIt at the expiry vf the prescrib .. d pe,iod of probation, 
wihout agai" reporting to the Sy"od, or even wid,in that pe 1'1 od, 
should the circum;;tances of the ease appear to them, in the exercise 
of a wis" discretion, to warrant that 'tep: and ill the mean time, to 
employ thern a, Mi"ionaries in such congregatiolls as may appear 

to the Pr"~byt"ry to be de,irable and nece,'8ary. And the Synod, 
fu,th!'r, agreed to grant leave to the several Presbyteries, to which 
the afurt',aid Studellts belong, to I,dce them on trials for license. 

The Sy""d resumed cOllsidt',ation of certain matters brollght 
forward III the Report 011 thp. Commutation FUlld, when. after 
lengtllened di"euasion, it was moved by Dr. Cook, seconded by Mr. 
Neil,oll, and a~reed to, ., that the Rev. Hugh Urquhart, Cornwall, 

Juhn Y"llIlg, j';'q., Hamilton, John CamerolJ, Esq , Toronto, Francis 
,V. Harpel', EM]., King"ton. and Thomas PatulJ, Esq., Montreal, be 
added to 1 he present Board of Commutation Commls,ioners; that the 
inteft'st of tit" Commutation Funds, and of all such FUllds as may 
come illto their hands, shall by them be applied in the following 
mannt-'r:-

1.-t. For the payment of £112 lOs. per annum to the ministers 
who commutt'd. 

211d. Fur tht' payment of £100 a year to the eleven ministers who 
were on the SYliod's Roll, at the time of the secularization of the 
CI"r!!y R,',-erves, but who were ntlt permitted to commute; and 

3rt!. :For the payment to all ministers, not so provided for, of £100 
a yeA 1', if the funds in their hands admit of it i-it being unrlelstoou 
that snch annllal subscriptions as may be ref'eivpd for the sustenta
tion of the Chur.·h are to be applied to this last mpntioned purpose; 

furth'~r, that if the sum that call be disposed of for this purpose 
should at allY time be insuffieiellt to give £\00 a year, the whole 
sum be divid!'d among the claimants, but the division shall not be 
continue,l after the allowance to each minister has fallen to £50. 

That five of the above mentioned Commissioners be a quorum 
nece'~ary fur the inve8tmellt of funds, and three for odinary 

busi IIt'SS, but a written COlJcufl'ence from the larger quorum shall 
be a sufficient authority for the smaller to act. 

That the Board shall be de~ignated, "The Board for the Man

a!:(ement of the Temporalities Fund of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland." 
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The Synod further agreed and declared that the guaranteed 
sala)'Y of £11210s. shall, upon the death of anyone of the recipients, 
revert to the general fund: that any of the ministers holding the 
guaranteed sum of £112 lOs., released from their respective charges 
from age and infirmity, with the consent of their Presbyteries, 
sanctioned by the Syp.od, shall enjoy their salaries for life: and that 
those who have already retired OIl a stipulated sum shall continue to 
enjoy the sum allotted to them. 

A deputation from Queen's College, consisting of Dr. George, Dr. 
Williamson, F. A. Harper, Esq., and John Paton, Esq., appeared in 
the Synod, and having been received, Mr. Paton made a statement 
of the funds, resources and liabilities of Queen's College; and Dr. 
George made a full statement about the attendance of Students, 
classes taught, and mode of teaching, exercises, &c. The further 
consideration of these statements was deferred until next Tuesday. 

The Synod had read a letter from Mr. Paton anent the efforts [Jow 
making for the support and education of Hindoo Orphans under the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Association for Female Education in Iudia. The 
same having been considered, it was moved by Mr. ;\Jonis. seconded 
by Mr. Macdonnell, and agreed to, '. that the Synod having heard read 
the letter of Mr. Paton, approve of the same, commend the effort to 
the sympathies of our congregatiolls, and appoint Mr. Paton 
Treasurer for the Fund on behalf of the Synod." 

The attention of the Synod having been called to the claims of 
Dr. Mathieson, approved of in 1838, for expeuses incurred in Britain 
when attending to the interests of the Chnrch, the Synod appointed 
Dr. George, Mr. Urquhart, Mr. McMurchy and ;'.lr. George Malloch 
a Committee to enquire into the matters, and report to the Synod. 

It was agreed that the Synod present an Address to the Rev. 
Principal McFarlane, of Glasgow, exprf'ssive of the Synod's sense 
of the long·continued and perst'vering efforts he has pllt forth on 
behalf of the interests of the Colonial Churches. Dr. Mathieson, Dr. 
Cook and Dr. George were appointed a Committee to draft the 
Address, Dr. Mathieson to be Convener. 

The Synod had transmittel) to them by their Committee of Bills 
and -Overtures, an address of the Lay Association of Montreal, which 
was read i-when it was moved by Mr. McKid, seconded by Mr. Robb, 
and agreed to, "that the Synod, having heard read the Address of the 

I Lay Association, thank them for their past exertions arid present sug· 
gestions for the good of the Church, alld, as requeskd, cordially 
approve of the publication of the Juvenile Presbyterian." 

The Synod adjourned till Monday morning at Ten o'clock, and 
was closed with prayer. 
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DIET V. 

At Killglion, and within St. Andrew's Church there:
Monday, the Second Day of June,One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Fifty-six Years:-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjourn
ment, and was constituted with prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, the Rev. James Gordon conducted 
the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the Scrip
tures, and prayer. 

Sederunt as before, &c. 
The Minutes of Saturday were read and approved, 
The Synod resumed consideration of the matters brought up in the 

Report on the Commutation Funds, when, after due deliberation, it 
was moved by Dr. Cook, seconded by Mr. Snodgrass, and a~reed to, 
"that the Boanl for the management of the Temporalities Funds be 
reqllested to take all necessary steps to call forth the liberality of the 
Laity over the Church to the support of the Ministry, and to call in 
the assistance of such office-bearers and members of the Churl'h as 
may be useful in promoting this object; and all Ministers and Elders 
are hereby enjoined to give their cordial co-operation to the Board." 

It was moved by Mr. Morris, and agreed to, that Dr. Mathieson, 
Dr. Cook, 1\11'. Urquhart, Mr. Jas. Bain, and Mr. Morris, be a Com
mittee to consider the question of the permanent composition of the 
Board of Managers of the Temporalities Fund, and the nature of the 
Act of Incorporation that it may be desirable to obtain therefor, and 
to report to the ne);t meeting of this Synod. 

The Synod took up the consideration of the case of Mr. Whyte, as 
connected with the decision of the Synod anent the Commission of 
Synod. After dis('ussion it was moved by Dr. Cook, seconded by 
Mr. Spence, " th"t inasmuch as Mr. Whyte should not be prejudiced 
by an accidentally improper constitution of the Court of Commission, 
the Synod do now take up tbe consideration of his application to- be 
restored, and the accompanying documents ;-aml the Synod, having 
du:y considered the application of Mr. Whyte, and the documents in 
support of it, and not having tile opportunity of personal conference 
with him, resolve tbat they be relerred to the Presbytery of Hamil .. 
011, with power to make all necessary enquiry, and to dispose of the 
case as they may see fit. 

h was then moved in amendment by Dr. Mathieson, seconded 

~"
III by Mr. McMurchy, that" the Synod, having heard the evidence of 

repentance in the case of Mr. Whyte, and his assurance of becoming 
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conduct in future, which were laid before the CommissifJn at its 
meeting in Toronto, and deeming it sufficiently clear and explicit, 
and, in so far as man can judge, expressive of true penitence, and 
Mr. Whyte having been admonished by the Commission as to main
taining a life and conversation becoming the Gospel,-do now 
remove the sentence of suspension, and restore him to his former 
status." 

It was also moved in amendment by Mr. McKerras, seconded by 
Mr. Juhn Lindsay, " That in present circumstances, it is inexpe
dient to remove the sentence of suspension pa~sed upon Mr. Whyte 
by the Presbytery of Bathurst, and contil-med by the Synod,-inas
much as a test of the eviJence of his penitence has not been furnis
hed to the Church." 

The vote was then taken between the amendments of Dr. i 

Mathieson and 1.\1r. McKerras, when that of Mr. McKerras was 
carried by a majr rity of votes. 

The vote w.as ne,~t taken between Dr. Cook's motion and Mr. 
McKerra .. ' amendment, when Dr. Cook's motion was carried by 
a majority of votes, and the Synod accordingly dtcemed in terms 
thereof. 

The Synod harl laid before them a memorial from the Managers 
of the Congregation at Stirling, to the Colonial Committee of the 
General Assembly, praying for aid in finishing their Church, and 
an extract minute of the Presbytery of Kingston approving of the 
same. The Synod, having considered the case, agreed to sanction 
the sai,l application, and instructed the Presbytery of Kingston to 
transmit the same to the Colonial Committee, with the extract 
minutes of the P'resbyteryand Synod, and an attested copy of the 
Title Deed of the property, as soon as the eame is furnished to 
them. 

The Report of the French Mission Committee was given in and 
read. The further consideration of the same was deferred until to
morrow. 

The Synod called for the Reports of the Deputations appointed 
last year to visit the Synods of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
when Dr. Mathieson, for himself and MI'. McKid, gave in and read 
a Report of their visit to the Synod of Nova Scotia, and there was 
given a!ld read, on behalf of Professor Weir and the late Dr. McGill, 
a Report of their visit to the Synod of New Brnnswick. Thereafter, 
Dr. Brooke, of the Synod of New Brunswick, and Mr. Snodgrass, of 
the Synod of Nova Reotia, adresseJ the Synod in regard to these visits. 

The Synod, having heard the Report of the Deputation to the 
Synod'of Nova Scotia, as given in by the Rev. Dr. Mathieson for 
himself anti the Rev. Alex. M('Kid; and also a Report frum Profes-
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sor Weir of the visit paid by himself and the late Dr. McGill to the 
Synod of New Brunswick, agree to put upon Record the following 
R .. ~olulions, embodying their sentiments and feelings as to these I 
Reports and the matters to which they refer. I 

1st. The Syno(1 rejoice to express their high satisfaction with the 
prudence, diligence, and fidelity of both DepuLltions, so fully mani-
fested in the manner in which they discharged their duties. I 

211". It affords this Synod the highest gratification to hear of the 
friendly reception which the members of the deputation met with 
from their Brethren in Christ in the Lower Provinces. And the I 

Synud also rejoice to learn from the Reports now laid on the table l',1 

that so much was found within the bounds of the S) nmls of Nova 
Scotia and New BrunRwick to afford the most cheering evidence of 
a healthy and vigorous piety among the people, and of extraordinary 
zf'al ami diligen"e among the ministers in sustaining the cause of 
our LUl'<l and Saviuur in the peculiarly trying circumstances in 
which they have been placed for many years past. While this 
Synod deeply sympathize with these devoted and laborious men in 
their untiring effurts to build up the cause of Christ in the Lower 
ProvinceR, they cannot but entertain the hope that the God whom they 
serve will aid them in their efforts, and in due time lessen their toils 
by ,;ending more labourers into the vineyard. 

3rd. The Synod cannot but express the extreme satisfaction which 
has been felt from tire presence of their able and beloved brethren, 
the Rev. Dr. Brooke, from the Synod of New Brunswick, and the 
Rev. William Snodgrass, from the Synod of Nova Scotia. And 
while this Synod were, with pleasure, aided by the wise counsel of 
these excellent brethren, in their deliberations, the holiest fclelings 
have been cperished by their kind and Christian sympathy. The 
Synod are indeed deeply indebted to the Churches in the Lower 
Provinces for the Deputation they have so kindly and considerately 
sent. 

4th. That while it may on divers accounts, be premature to enter 
into any definite arrangement as to a union of the various Synods in 
conlle"tion with the Church of Scotland, in British North America, 
in olle General Assembly,-yet it is the solemn conviction of this 
Synod that there are good and valid reasons for keeping that mea
sure steadily in view, and for taking, in the meantime, all prudent 
steps which may lead, when circumstances will warrant, to its final 
accomplishment. What has already been done by the interchange 
of fraternal sentiments and feelings may, under the Divine blessing, 
contribute not a little to prepare the way for a result to which all the 
friends of the Church of Scotland ought ever to look forward. 
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5th. The thanks of this Synod are due to the Rev. Alex. Mathie
son, D. D., the Rev. Alexander McKid, and Professor Weir, for the 
manner in which they discharged their duties in carrying out the 
intentions of this Church, in their visit to the Lower Provinces j-and 
the Synod instrupt their Clerk to have the Reports, they have given 
in, prillted along with the minutes of this Synod. 

Further, after deliberation, the Synod did, and hereby do, nominate 
and appoint the Rev. James George, D. D., of QUeE'II'S College, 
Kingston, their Commissioner to correspund with the Reverend the 
Synods of Nova Scotia and New-Brunswick, at their ensuillg meet
ings ;-willing him to repair in due tIme thereto, attend the ~everal 
diets thereof, and consult, vote, and determine in all matters that 
shall come before the said Synods, to the glory of God, and for the 
good of the Church, according to the word of God, the confession of 
faith, and Acts and Constitution of this Church j and that at next 
meeting of this Synod, he report or certify that he has fulfilled this 
appointment. 

The Synod, further, appoint, as his alternate, the Rev. Professor 
Williamson, of Queen's College, or the Rev. George Macdonnell, 
Minister of Fergus. 

The CommIttee appointed to examine Dr. Skinner's accounts of 
receipts and disbursements of monies, on behalf of the London con
gregation, reported that they found the Same correct. 

The Synod further agreed to appoint a Cummittee to watch over 
the interpsts of the London congregation and endeavour to secure for 
them a favourable site for a church and. manse j and that the Rev. 
Robert Burnet and John Young, Esq., of Hamilton, and John Came
rOll, Esq., of Toronto, be the Committ~e. 

At seven o'clock this evening, the Synod, according to appoint
ment, engaged in devotional exercises, conducted by the Rev. Hugh 
Urqunart. The meeting was then addressed by the Rev. Robert 
Burnet in regard to Home Missions and Church extension,-by the 
Rev. George Macdonnell in regard to the Foreign and Jewish Missions 
of the Church of Scotland, and the duty and importance of this Ch'Hch 
engaging in the same,-by the Rev. Gporge Bell, on the p~st history 
and future prospects of the Church in Canada,-by the Rev. Dr. Brooke 
on the state of the Church in New-Brunswick,-antl by the Rev. 
William Snodgrass on the state of the Church ill Nova-Scotia.
Devotional exercises were again engaged in, conducted by the Rev. 
John Me Vlarine. 

The ~ynod adjollrned till Ten o'clock to-morrow morning, and was 
closed with prayer. 
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DIET VI. 

At Kingston, and within St. Andrew's Church there :
Tuesday, the Third Day of June,. One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Fifty-six Years:-

The which day, the SyrlOd of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjourn
mant, and was constituted \vith prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, Ihe Rev. George Macdonnell con
duct"d the devotional exercises of the Synod, in praise, reading the 
Scriptures, and prayer. 

Sederunt as before, &c. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
Drafts of I~e Addresses to Her Majesty the Qneen, and His Excel

lency the Governor General were given in, read, and approved. 
It was moved by Dr. Mathieson, seconded by Dr. Bruoke, and 

agreed to, ., that a Committee be appointed to take into consideration 
the subject of the formation of a General Assembly of our Church in 
British North America, and that the Synods of New-Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia be requested to appoint Committees of their number 
for the same purpose,-said Committees, by correspondence, to 
mature their views on the subject, and report the result of their deli-

l/',i,! ~ne;~i:~~ i~~:e n::~ :~~t~~~:~f ;;et~~:~:~~::e~~~:~s. ~-; ~:t ~~~:~ 
Dr. Cook, Mr. Morris, Mr. Hew Ramsay, and Mr. William Edmon

I stone. 
I' The Synod had tranRmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills 
I and Overtures, an Overture from the Ministers in the Western part 

of Ihe Province, anent the formation of a new Presbytery in the 
West_ The said Overture having been read and approved, the Synod 
agreed to detach the Ministers alld Congregations, from Woodstock 
(inclusive) we~tward. from the Presbytery of Hamilton, and 10 erect 
them into a new Presbytery, to be called the Presbytery of London, 
their first meeting to be held in London on the First Wednesday of 
July at Twelve o'clock, noon. 

The SYliod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Rills 
and Overtu re~, an Overture from the Presbytery of Torollto anent the 
alteration 01 their bounds.-The Synod, having heard and eonsidered 
the same, agreed, in terms of the Overture, to detach the TowRShips 
westwanl of Brighton, Seymour, Belmont, and Methuen, from the 
limit.s of the Presbytery of Kingston,and attach them to the bounds of 
the Presbytery of Toronto. 
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The Committee appointed to enquire into matters connected with 
expel!ses incurred by Dr. Mathieson, while in Britain, in 1837, and 
attenuing to the public intereRts of the Church, gave in a Report.
The Synod, having considered the whole matter, request the Clergy 
Reserve Commissioners to pay the same, when they ascertain the 
amount. 

The accounts of the French Mission for the past year were given 
in and read. 

The Synod resumed consideration of the French Mission Report, 
and after lengthened deliberation it was moved by Mr. James Bain, 
seconded by Mr. Urquhart, and agref'd to, that the thanks of the Synod 
be given to the Committee for their liclelit) and diligence in attending 
to the interests of the Mission,-and that the Synod remit the whole 
matters connected with the Mission to the Presbytery o( Montreal to 
do in their wisdom as they shall see fit. 

The Synod resumed consideration of the Statements made at a 
former diet by a Deputation from Queen's College, and after full 
delil,eration, on motion of Mr. Snougrass, seconded by Mr. George 
Bell, the Synod, gave the following deliverance: The Synod, having 
heard the Deputation from the Trustees of Qneen's College, on the 
fir.ancial state and general condition ofthat Institution, hereby express 
their fullest confidence in itll management as at present conducted by 
the existing Trustees and Professors, and especially acknowledge the 
weighty obligations and great debt of gratitude under which the Synod 
and the Church at large are laid, by the unflagging zealand successful 
labours wi,h which the Professors have exerted themselves in train
ing and educating young men for the Sacred Ministry. The Synod 
also instruct the Moderator and Clerk to issue withuut delay, in the 
name of the Synod, a strong and urgent appeal to the congregations 
of the Church, and enjoin the members of Synod to give all diligence 
in bringing said appeal under the notice of the people and In stimu
lating them to renewed efforts for the liquidation of the debt incurred 
by the purchase of the College ground and buildings, the Synod being 
convinced that much of the future pro~pf'Jity of the Church will es
sentially depend upon the prosperity of the College. 

It was further moved by Mr. McLennan, seconded by Mr. Gordon, 
and agreed to, "that Presbyteries be enjoined to direct the attention 
of Ministers anrl Kirk .Sessions to the collections and subscriptions, 
already recommended by this Synod, in ain of the Building Fund of 
Queen's College, and to take such steps as may be necessary to 
secure regularity in taking np and returning the same. 

Thl: Synod had transmitted 10 them, by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, an extract minute of the Presbytery of Toronto, of 
date the 21st day of November, 1855, bearing that the Rev. Peter 
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McNaughton, Minister of Pickering, had, by letter addressed to the 
Presbytery intimated to them his withdrawal from the Synod of 
Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, for certain 
allegpd reasons, the correctness of which the Presbytery deny, that 
they had consequently, on November 21, 1855, disso!ved the pastoral 
relation between Mr. McNaughton and the congregation of Pickering, 
that they had declined, in present circumstances, to grant Mr. 
MlJNau~hton a Presbyterial certificate, as requested, and that they 
now referred the whole matter to the Synod for such aavice or such 
final decision as the Synod might see fit. After full deliberation, on 
motion of Dr. Mathieson, seconded by Mr. Urquhart, the Synod 
gave the following deliverance. The Synod, having considered the 
rpference from the Presbytery of Toronto, in the case of the Rev. 
Peter McNaughton, agree to confirm the action of the Presbytery in 
accepting his resignati?n, declareMr. McNaughton to be thence/orili 
no longer a Minister of this Church, and remit to the Presbytery to 
pro('eed in the matte. of the certificate as they shall see fit, and ac
cording to the laws of the Church. 

The draft (If the Address to the Governor General anent the inac
curacies of the last Census was given in, read, and approved. 

The Synod called for the Reports of the Committees appointed to 
revi,e the Records of the Synod, and the Records of the several 
Presbyteries. A Report on the S}nod Records was given in, read 
and ,u,tained ; and the Synod ordered the Records to be attested by 
their Moderator, as carefully and correctly kept. Reports were also 
given in on the Records of the Presbyteries. The same were read 
an,l considered, and the Synod onlered their Clerk to attest the 
Records of the several Presbyteries, as carefully and correctly kept. 

The Synod, having had certain Overtnres transmitted to them, by 
thpir Committee of Bills aud Overtures ill regard to Jewish and 
Fort'ign Mi,;sions, and the same having been discussed at length 
on motion of Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Geo. Bell, agree to the 
followin~ deliverance: The Synod, having heard the Overtures of 
Mr. Morris and of the Presbytery of Hamilton, the first relative to a 
1\l,."i"l1 to Jerusalem, and the other relative to Jewish and Foreign 
l\ii"lOrJS generally, renew their previous frequent declarations of 
illtel'est in the Mission work, and of the duty of this Church to take 
part therein, consider the suggestions contained in these Overtures as 
of deep importance to the best iuterests of the Church, and appoint 
M eS8rs. Burnet, James Bain, Geo. Bell, G. Macdonnell, McKenas, K. 
McL"nnan, J. B. Mowat, and Morris, elder, a Committee to be called 
"the Jewish and Foreign Mission Committee of the Synod," with 
in,;trllctiolls to consider maturely the whole matter, to cOl'respond 
with the Jewish and Foreign Mission Committees of the Parent 
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Church in the first place,-to give their best exertions to the subject 
of a Mission to Jerusalem, and take such measures in regard to the 
institution of such a Mission aR they shall think necessary,-and to 
report to ttle next meeting of Synod their actings in this matter. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, an Overtnre from the Presbytery of Hamilton aneut 
appointing delegates to visit Scotland, for the purpose of endeavour
ing to obtain a supply of efficient Missionaries or Ministers. Arter 
discussion, the Synod agreed, in the meantime, to request and autho
rize Dr. Barclay and Professor 'Veir, while in Scotland during th is 
summer, to take every opportunity of urging on Preachers the duly 
of turning their attention to this country as a most important field of 
labour. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures, a Complaint and Petition of the Kirk Session of DUll
das and Ancaster, against a deliverance of the Presbytery of Hamilton 
of 9th Jannary last. The same having been fully 'considere<l, alld 
members of the Presbytery of Hamilton heard op. the matter, it was 
moved by Dr. Mathieson, seconded by Dr. George a"d agreed to, 
that, the Synod dismiss the complaint and petition of the Kirk Session, 
approve of the action of the Presbytery of Hamilton in refusing to 
sever the connection between Dundas and Ancaster, with such 
information as they then had. But, should a memorial be presentei 
from one or other of these Congregations praying for separation, the 
Presbytery shall summon all parties before them, shall enquire into 
all matters connected with the case,and shall report on the expeuiency 
or inexpediency of separation to the Commi~sion of Synod; and that the 
Commission be specially instructed to adjudicate in the whole mailer. 

From this decision of the Synod Mr. McL,mnan and l\Ir. George 
Bell dissented, for rea<;ons to be given in. 

The Synod had laid before them a memorial from the Rev. John 
Lindsay, Minister of Litchfield, to the Colonial Committee of the 
General Assembly,praying for aid in finishing the Church at Litchfield, 
and an extract minute of the Presbytery of Bathurst approving of 
the same. The Synod, having considered the case agreed to sanction 
the said application, and i(Jstructed the Presbytery of Bathurst to 
transmit the same to the Colonial Committee, with the extract. 

Minutes of the Presby tory and Synod, and an attested copy of the 
Title Deed of the Property . 

.'\n agreement was come to, as to the appointment that should be 
mado of the time and place of the llext meeting of Synod. 

The Synod then adjourned till to-morrow morning at Ten O'clock, 
and was closed with prayer. 
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DIET VII. 

At King.~ton, and within St. Andrew's Church there:
Wedne~day, the Fourth. Day of June, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-six Years:-

The which day, the Synod of the Presbyterian Chruch of Canada, 
in connection wit Ii the Church of Scotland, met, according to adjourn
ment, and was constituted with prayer. 

Sederunt as before, &c_ 
The Minutes of yesterJay were read and approved_ 
At Eleven o'clock the Synod engaged, along with the Congrega

tion, in public worship and thanksgiving for the peace lately 
established, when the R,·v. Robert Burnet preached from 1 Cor. 15, 
xxv, first clause-" He must reign." 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of 
Bills and Overtures, a complaillt from the Rev. Kenneth McLen
nan, against certain irregularities of the Presbytery of Hamilton, 
in the settlement of the Rev. Robert Stevenson at Williams, chiefly 
iu regard to the want, at that time, of the necessary papers. The 
Synod, having heard the complaint, and had read the accompanying 
papers, and duly considered the same, declare that the same induc
tion was irregular and informal, and the Synod highly disapprove of 
the course of the proceedillgs of the Presbytery of Hamilton in 
regard to it, and adn,onish the Presbytery to be careful to ad
here to the Laws of the Church in all future cases. But, inasmuch 
as seriolls harm would result to the congregation of Williams from 
the setting asi,le of the proceedings of the Presbytery, the Synod 
confirm the induction of Mr. Stevenson,-all necessary documents 
having been placed on the table of the Presbytery,-but declare 
that this shall constitnte no precedent for the future action of any 
Presbytery of the Church. 

The Address of the Synod to Her Majesty the Queen was signed 
by the Moderator in presence of the Synod. The said Address is as 
follows :-

Unto the Queen's Most Excellent Maje.sty, 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,-

We, the Ministers and Ehlers of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada, ill connection with the Church of Scotland, embrace the 
opportunity presented by our annual meeting of anew tendering the 
expreNsion of our devoted attachment and loyalty to Your Majesty's 
Ruyal Persoll and Government. ' 

DUI ing the past year, we have, in our several spheres, endeavoured 
diligelltly to prosecute our sacred calling, and to inculcate those 
Scriptural doctrines and precepts which are the only foundation for 
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II an enlighttlned and cheerful loyalty and obedience to Your Majesty's i 'I Government. We and our people, in thi, portiun of your dominions, ' 
I have had abundant calise for thallkfulness to the Ruler of all in ,I 
I having been permitted, notwithstanding the temporary removal of j: 

'I nearly the whole of Your Majesty's fOlces from amonG' us, yet under the I' 
I shields of the British power and the happy illftuence"of British Institu- Ii 

,I tions, to carryon our spiritual and temporal labours in tranquillity, I; 
;1 and the Province in which our lot has been been cast has made , 
:1 steady progress in that career of material prosperity, in which it is J'II 

: now 80 rapidly advancing. 
! "Ve have not, however, the less continued to watch with the I 

:,I[ deepest interest the vici""itudes of the protracted coutest in which ',' 
: Your Majesty, in conjunction with your ImpeJial and Royal Allies, ,: 
j[ has .b~ell engag~d for the prote?tiol1 of the rights of the weak and I' 
Ii the Injured agalllst the aggr~sslOl1s of a powelful and unscrupulous II 
I; foe. And we have sympathised in the general joy of the Empire, 
,I that, while the ~ravery ~f Your Majesty's forces, both .by land and Ii 
, by sea, has agalll been Signally dIsplayed by repeated vlctones over ! 

the enemy, it has, in the good Providence of God, been at last ter- I 

minated by an honorable peace. We truRt that it may be as lasting : 
as it is honorable, and that the same just and conciliatory spil'it III 
which has restored peace in the East will long preserve it on thiR : 
Western Continent, and extend its influence O\'er every corner of ' 
the Globe. 

Dreadful as are the horrors and miseries of war, we rejoice to 
know, amid all human strifes, that the Lord reigneth, and makes even 
the wrath of men to praise Him. We take "omfort, when we review i 
the past struggle, and consider the treaty which has now been con- I 

eluded, in the reflection that the war itself has been the means of ! 
calling forth into such live!y exercise the Christian zeal and benev
olence of Your Majesty's subjects in behalf of the spiritual and 
temporal well-being of our gallant soldiers and sailors, and of estab
lishing on a firmer basis the great principles of national justice and 

I religious liberty, and above all, that its successful conclusion 
will tend to open up a wider door for the dissemination of the Scrip
tures and the spread of the Gospel in both European and Asiatic 
Turkey, among a nation whose fanaticism and intolerance no other 
means, humanly speaking, seems so likely to moderate aud over
come. May such be its happy issue! 

That Almighty God may bless Your Majesty, YOllr Illustrious Con
sort, and all the other members of Your Royal Family, in all t'le 
relations of life, that Your Go\"ernment may be ever established 

: in the hearts of Your subjects,and be endowed with that wisdom and 
,: strength which come only from above, and that (he King of Kings 
,I may at lenO'th bestow upon you a crown that fadeth not away, and 
'I makp. YOII "a partaker of the glories and felicities of a heavenly 

I inheritance, is our earnest and constant prayer. 
I SiO'ned at Kingston, this Fourth Day of June, One Thousand 

I: 0 Eight Hundred and Fifty-six Years ;--111 Name, in Pres-
ence, and by Appointment of the Synod of the Presby
terian Church of Canada, in connection with the Church :1 
of Scotland, by 

li!.=~========:==A=LE=' X=AN=D=E=R=M=A=N=N=, =d _ Moderator. 

c 
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The Address to His Excellency the Governor General was signed 
by the Moderator, in presence of the Synod, and is as follows:-

To His E:z:cellency SIR EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Baronet, 
Governor General of British NorlhAmerica, &"c., &"c., Sic. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY; 

'Ve, the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland, now assembled 
in ~ynod at Kingston, beg to renew the profession of our loyalty and 
attachment to the Verson and Government of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty ocr beloved Queen, and of our respect and ciuty to Your 
Excellency, as her Representative in this part ofthe Empire. 

Having, ill common with our fellow countrymen, felt a deep and 
active interest in Her Majesty's efforts and those of her Allies in the 
East of Europe to maintain the balance of power, anci defend the 
freedom and independence of nations, we now cordially participate 
in the :::eneral gratitude to Almighty God for the return of peace, and 
trust that an all-wi.e and overruling Providence will render it condu
cive to the interests of Christianity and civilization in that most inter
esting portion of the Earth. 

We thank Your Excellency for appointing a day of general thanks
giving. 'Ve had pleasllre, as far as circumstancE's permitted, in car
rying out your Excellency'S wishes, and showing obedience to your 
Lxcellency's command. 

We feel that the continued prosperity of these Provinces, in all 
material interests, demands of us and those we represent an increased 
measure of zeal and activity for the diffusion of the higher blessings 
of Religion and Education among all classes in the community. And, 
while we deem it our <.!uty to give our best endeavours to promote the 
all important cause of primary education, based on sonnd religious 
and moral principles, we beg to remind Your Excellency that we 
have under our special guardianship the Institution of Queen's Col
le"e in this city, which, we are happy in being able to state, continues 
to "contribute to the higher educational wants of the Province by pre
paring a numerous youth for all the liberal professions. 

While recognizing Civil Government as the ordinance of God, 
desio-ned to promote the welfare of nations, we also recognize it to be 
our duty, in the humbler spheres we occupy, to aid Your Excellency's 
administration in realizing that important object by teaching and 
exemplifying obedience to the laws, and diffusing sentiments of loy-
alty, peace and good will. . 

May it please Your Excellency j-It)S our fervent prayer that the 
Ruler of the Uni\'erse and God of all Grace may preserve Your Excel
lency and family; enrich you with spiritual and heavenly treasures, 
and eventually prepare you for the inheritance of a better life. 

~igned at Kingston, this Fourth Day of June, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred aIll~ Fifty-six Years :-In Name, in Pres
ence, and by AppOIntment of the Synod of the Presby
terian'Church of Canada, in connection with the Church 
of Scotland, by , 

ALEXANDER MANN, ' 
Moderator. 
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The Synod appointed such Ministers and Elders as can conve
niently meet together in Toronto, soon after the rising of the Synod, 
to be a Deputation to wait on His Excellency the Governor General, 
and ,Ilresent the Synod's Address to His Excellency, and also to 
request that he would be pleased to transmit the Synod'e Address to 
Her Majesty the Queen, to the proper quarter, iu order that it may be 
laid at the foot of the Throne. 

The Address to the Governor in Council, in regard to the errors of 
the last Census, was signed by the Moderator, and ordered to be 
transmitted. 

1b His Excellency SIR EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Gove1'nor 
General of British North America, &-c., Frc., &·c. 

IN COUNCIL. 

The Memorial of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, 
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH; 

That the attention of this Court has been directed to the 
Returns of the Census of the Province, taken in the year 1851, as 
they affect the Presbyterian Church of Canaua in connection with 
the Church of Scotlaud, and having considered the same, they are 
compelled, by a sense of duty towards the Church over whose 
interests they are called to preside, to bring under the notice of 
Your Excellency the exceedingly imperfect manner In which the 
Census of Religious Denominations has been taken, as regards our 
body, and the injustice thereby done us. 

The Synod conceives that the statistics exhibited in the yolumes 
relating to the Census should be reliable, when such volume8 are 
issued under Provincial authority, and are therefore naturally looked 
to as an authoritative statement of the several matters contained in 
them. 

Nevertheless the statistics therein contained are, as the Synod 
represents, in many respects inaccurate as regards our Church, 
greatly underrate our strength, anu either omit large bodies of our 
adherents, or transfer them to the ambiguous heading of other Pres
byterians. 

That this statement is well founded will be apparent from the con
sideration of a few facts. 

According to the Returns, there were in 1851, in all, 204,148 Pres
byterians in Upper Canada, of whom the Free Church Presbyte
rians are ranked at 65,807, our Church at 57,542 only, and other 
Presbyterians at the large number of 80,799. 

Your Excellency is aware that there are now in the Province but 
three leading bodies of Presbyterians, viz: the Church to which we 
belong, the Syno.d of the United Presbyterian Church, and the Synod 
of the Presbytenan Church of Canada, commonly called the Free 
Church; and, in view of this fact, it must strike the mind singularly 
that there should notwithstanding be the large number of 80,799 
Other Presbyterians in the Western part of the Province. 

We conceive that the great majority of these should have been dis_ 
tributed to one or other of the bodies named, and that the large por. 
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1: tion of tbem should have been assigned 10 our Church, and we tbink 
'I so because we know that great numbers of our people have nel been 

II 
credited to us. For in.tance, in the City of Hamilton, where we 

'

have a large congregation, who have just erected a c?stly church, 
we are assj<Tned no auherents. In London the return IS the same j 

II in the City'hf Ottawa we are assigned but I % people; in the County 

I 

of York we are assigneu none, though 9159 are set down as Other 
'I', Presbyterians, but it would take ton much space to particularize 

more minutely; and, turning to Lower Canada, we find the same 
inaccuracies and omis~ions even more strikingly exhibited. 

The total population of Lower Canada is set down as 890,261, and 
the distribution of these as follows, viz: Church of Rome 746,866; 
Church of England 45,40:2; Church of Scotland with 16 ministers, 
presiding over well organized congregations, but 4,047, a number, 
we believe, less than are attached to our (;ity Churches in Montreal 
and Quebec; the Free Church 267, and Other Presbyterians 29,221. 

'Ve protest against its being supposed that we have 1;0 slight a 
hold upon our countrymen in Lower Canada, and declare that the 
slatement is entirely inaccnrate and altogether erroneous. That this 
is so we no,v proceed to show. 

In the Beauharnois sectioll of country, where we have five 
settled minislers with large and flourishing congregations, yet we 
are 1I0tc redited with a single adllerent, although no less than 9,619 
were set down as Other Presbyterians. 

In Gaspe we have a Minister, the only Presbyterian Minister there, 
who, accordif1g to the Census, has bu~ ten people. In Huntingtlon 
again we are assigned none, though we have a large congregation; 
but, strange to say, though we have two large and attached congre
gations in the City of Montreal, olle of which has recently erected 
one of the most handsome churches in the Provinee, at a cost of 
£13,000 currency, yet accordillg to the Census we have no people. 

In fact the Centius of Lower Canada, as regards the Presbyterian 
bodies at least, is altogether unreliable, and we are not the only 
sufferer5; the Free Church being credited in all Lower Canada 
with the ritliculously inaccurate number of but 267 adhel'ents alld 
the United Presbyterian Church beir.~ omitted altoD'ethel' fro~ the 
Returns of both Provinces. Therelore to enter further upon an 
analysis of the Returns is unnecessary, their inaccuracy is so evident. 
It then becomes ns to suggest a mode for the prevention of these 
evils in the future, and, in doing so, we express the opinion that it 

i is pro~able the ,large llumbe,l' set down as Ot,her Presbyterians may 
I have m part ansen from thiS, that Presbytenalls are apt to describe 
I themselves simply as "Presbyterians." 'Ve therefore suO'O'est 

that ill the future Ceptius of the Province,whiJe columns are expl~~sly 
assigned by name to our own and the other bodies we have desig
nated, particular instruction,;; Bhould be given to the enumerators 

'i charged with the taking of the, Census, a~ld al.so printed upon the 
'I Census schedules placed m their hands, unectmg them to ascertain 

I
II from parties, describing themselves as "Presbyterians," to which 
I body they belong, and to allot them to the pl'Oper heading, so that 

II 
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the large number, heretofore assigned to the general head of Other 
Presbyterians, may be properly distributed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
Signed at Kingston ;-In Name, and by the Appointment of 

the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in 
connection with the Church of Seo'land, this Fourth 
Day of June, in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Fitty-six. 

~ 
'I 

The ~ote of last night, in regard to the place of next meeting, was ': 
reconsidered, and another agreement eome to. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to 
make such suggestions as may be necessary for preventing the evils 
complained of by the Managers of the Widows' Fund, &c. The 
same wa,; given in and read by Dr. Mathieson, and, having been fully 
considered, the Synod Resolved :-

1. That Presbyteries be enjuined to sen,l, with all convenient 
speed, to the Board of Managers of the Ministers' Widows' and 
Orphans' Fund, a statement of the date of the ordination or induc
tion of all Ministers now on the Roll of the Synod. 

2. That Presbyteries report to the Man,;gers of the Widows' 
FUlid the date of el'ery ordination or induction of Ministers that may 
hereafter be admilted, within one mOllth thereaftpr. 

3. That the Rule now in force re'pel'ling the taking up of collec
tions for said Fund, on the first Sabbath of January each year, be 
strietly observed, as far as practicable: and, provided there be good [ 
cause, from inclemency of weather, 01' otherwise, for (Ieferring it on 1'1 

the ihst Sabbath, then it shall be taken up on the earliest day after
wards that is convenient. 

4. That all collections be remitted to the Treasurer before the first Ii 
day of April each year, in order that the accoullts for the year be !I'I 
made up, and a fair statement of the condition aut! operations of the 
Trust be gi'Ven to the Synod at their Annual Meetin~. 

, 5. That the Rule now in force, (~ee Printed Minntes, 1851, page 
20, near foot,) respecting Presbyteries l:lking care that collections be 
taken np in vacant con~regations, ~haJJ be observed strictly. 

6. That united Congregations shall be considered as one, and their 
collections conjoined, so long as they are under'the pastoral charge 
of one Minister. 

7. That the Synod pledge themselves to carry into faithful opera-

I 
tion, in so far ,as may be in their po\\er, the By-Laws of the Board :! 

I 

of Managers, now ill operation, in Tespe!'! to every Minister or Con
grpgation, who contibute to the Fund under the existence of these 
By-Laws, which, in respect to all sueh, are declared to be unalterable 
without the full consent of all parties,-and the Synod do hereby , 
homologate and confirm the same. ' 

I The Address of the Synod to the Yery Revereud Principal Mac-
farlan, of Glas~ow, having been read and approved, was signed by 
the Moderator, and ordered to be traf!smitted through the Rev. Dr. I 
Mathieson to the Rev. Dr. Barclay, to be hy him presented on behalf! 
of this Srnod. The said Aduress is as follows: ' 
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To the Very Rev. Duncan Macfarlan, D. D., Minister of 
the High Church of Glasgow, Principal oj Glasgow 
College, Convener of the General Assembly's Committee 
on Colonial Churches, Pre., &"e., Pre. 

VERY REV. SIR,-

It is with no ordinary gratification that we, the Ministers and 
Elders of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with 
the Church of Scotland, address you in our ecclesiastical capacity. 
It is well known to all the Christian world that every branch of the 
Scottish Church is under a debt of deep gratitude to you. At an 
early period you manifested the liveliest interest in the spirit
ual welfare of our countrymen in all parts of the Colonial 
Empire. And to you, possibly more than to any other man, have the 
many ecclesiastical in~titutions which have been established to 
fUI nish the means of spiritual instruction, to your expatriated coun
trymen, been indebtell for the sound principles on which they are 
based, and the efficient action that has characterized them. The 
zeal which was manifested by you at a comparatively early period 
of your life has, we are happy to think, suffered no decay by the 
increase of your years, while the prudence and energ-y which marked 
your first efforts have signally marked the whole course of your pro
cedltre. Multitudes who never saw your face have uttered your 
name with gratitude, in connection with the enterprIses of the Colo
nial Cummittee of the General Assembly. An,1 multitudes, we 
doubt not, in coming generations will have cause to bless YOUF name 
for your persevering and disinterested efforts in procuring for them 
the stated dispensation of religious ordinances. 

All this, and more, mi)!ht be stated in reference to the Province of 
Canada. At the very commencement of our Church you took a 
deep interest ill Its welfare, and, when we formed but a little band in 
the wilderness, you watched over our interests wi'h· the greatest 
care; and to your labours, wise counsel and tender sympathies we 
feel that we owe not a little of the stability and efficiency of our 
ecclesiastical organization. And, now that after many trying clifli
culti,>, we have become a somewhat powerful body, it would ill 
become us to forget the men in Scotland, and espeCially to forget 
you, to whom, under.God, we OWE' so much. We know well that you 
100ke,lnot to man, norto any body of num for mere human compli ment. 
We believe that, as you have acted from high motives, you have in 
the approbation of your conscience, and above all in the approbation 
of your God, the only reward which you seek. Yet, Very Rev. Sir, 
permit us to say that, did we 1l0! give expression to our gratitude 
and esteem, we would do less injustice to you than to
our own feelings. To you we are unGer deep obligations, and we 
take this way of giving a sincere though feeble declaration of our 
own ~entimellts, and what we believe to be the feelings alld senti
ments of our whole Church in Canada. 

We bless Almighty God that He has been graciously pleased to 
alleviate the infirmities, naturally incident to your great age, with 
undiminished mental energy, and a heart aa open as ever to the 
welfare of your countrymen, and the progress of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom. And, although your advanced years preclude the hope 
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\ of our enjoying the benefit of your wise counsels and kind aid much 
I! longer, yet we earnestly pray that it may please the Sovereign 

Disposer of all things to spare your valuable life yet a little, and 
enabie you, through His grace, in the high position you occupy, to be 
an eminent blessing, not only to the Church of Christ in Scotland, 
but also to the Church scattered throughcut the Colonies; and 
that He may crown your li1bours with the peaceful satisfaction 
which flows from a long life devoted to His service, and finally by 
the highest rewan;s of Heaven. 

In Name, and by Appointment of the Synod at Kingston, on 
this Fourth Day of June, One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Fifty-six. 

The attention of the Synod having been called to the case of Mr. 
Whyte, as remitted to the Presbytery of Hamilton, it was ruled 
that the dissent of any individual, or a minority of the Presbytery, 
though recorded, shall not stay the effect of the decision of the 
majority of the Presbytery, but the same shall be conclusive and 
operative till next meeting of Synod. 

I! was moved by Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Thomson, and 
agreed to, that Mr. W. Bain, Mr. Morrison, Mr. Urquhart, Mr. 
Mann, and Mr. W:Kay, Elder, be a Committee of the Synod on Sab
bath Observance, to take such steps in relation thereto as may be 1 

requisite, and to report their action to the Synod. 
The attention of the Synod having been called to the seriolls 

.illness under which the Rev. Andrew Bell bas been for some time 
labouring, and the fears expressed by him that he would not be able ,II I again to officiate as Synod Clerk, it was, on motion of Dr. Mathieson, 

I 
seconded by Dr. George, agreed that, inasmuch as the Rev. Andrew I 

Bell has beer. for many years Clerk of this Synod, and has not only 
discharged his routine duties with great accuracy, but has also, by 

il his extensive knowledge of Church Forms and Ecclesiastical Law, 
I contributed greatly to imbue the mind of the members of our Church I 
i
l 

Courts with sound principles and safe modes of procedure in manag- !I 

i ing the affairs of the Church, it is Resolved- Ii 
I That this Synod record their gratitude to Mr. Bell for his ser- II 

I 
vices, and more especially for his earnestness and fidelity in his 'I 

present feeble state of health, in attending to the business of the 1\1 

I Court; and that the'thanks of the Synod be accompanied with some II 

I testimonial of their regard alld esteem for Mr. Bell. The Synod 
i appointed the following Committee to carry this Resolution into I' 

effect, namely: Dr. George, Mr. Urquhart, Dr. Mathieson and Mr. 
Davidson. ! 

The Synod agreed to re-transmit the Draft of the Form of Proce
dure ill the calling and settling (If Ministers to Presbyterie s for 
their consideration, aud instructed them to send up their opinions 
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, thereon to the next meeting of Synod; and, in the meantime, did 
I and hereby do convert the same into an Interim Act for one year. 

A nd the Synod further instructed Presbyteries, in connection with this 
matter, to take into their consideration, and report to next meeting of 
Synod, as to whether, and how far, it may be proper for Presbyteries, 

, in the exercise of a wise discretion, to relax, in the case of new COrt

i gregations, that law of the Church (July, 1846-Aet XXI) which 
requires that there shall be at least forty families adhPring to this 

1 Church in a congregation, before the Pastoral relation can be 
formed. 

The Synod agreed to re-transmit the proposed Act anent the 
Status of Retir".! Ministers to Presbyteries, that they may send up 
their opinions thereon to the next meetin!! of this Synod, which they 
are hereby strictly elljoinerl to do; and the Synod, ill the meantime, 
converted the same into an Interim Act for one year, as follows:-

" The Synod, having duly cOllsidered the Overtures anel~t the 
Status of Retired Ministers, decree that, agreeably to the views of 
this Church re'pecting the permanency of the Pastoral relation, 
when a minister beeomes unfit, through age or infirmity, for the 
discharge of h is pastoral dllties, the case shall be referred to the 
Presbytery of the bonnds for examination and judgement, and, if it 
shall appear that the facts are as stated, the Presbytery shall meet 
with the congregation, and declare its duty to make such provision 
as may be within their power for the maintenance of their minister, 
until God shall be pleased to restore his health, or remove him to 
the inheritance of a belter life. But in the meantime his name 
shall remain on the Roll of the Presbytery as the Pastor of that 
Church, and as such he shall retain all authority to perform all the 
ministerial dutie.; for whi(·.h he is competent, yet so as not to inter-

, fere with the rights and duties of the Pastor who may be ordained 
to fill his place, anrl in all the Church Courts, except the Session, 
of which he shall cease to be Moderator, he shall retain full 
liberty to counsel and advise, though not to vote, on all matters that 
shall come up before them." 

The Syno(1 had transmitted to them by their Committee of Bills 
and Overtures an Appeal from the Kirk Session of St. Andrew's 
Church, Hamilton, against a citation of the Pre8byteiT of Hamilton, 
with accompanyin~ papers. The Synod referred the case to the 

: Commission, instructing them to dispose of it as its merits may 
require. 

The Constitution of the Commission of Syno-:l having been taken 
up and considered, thA Synod, on motion of Dr. M:athieson, seconded 
by Mr. Urquhart, did, and hereby do, declare that, until such time 
as the nature and powers of the Commission be definitely determined 
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11------------------------------------' 
by the Synod, the said Court of Commission shall consist of all the II 
Ministers of the Synod, anel all Elders bearing commissions, which :1 
commissions they shall be prepared to lay on the table, if called on;- , 
and Dr. Mathieson, MI'. Muir, and MI'. Morris were appointed a Ii 

Committee to enquire into the Laws and Constitution of the Church I 
in regard to this matter, and report to the next meeting of Synod. 

The Synod appointed the Ministers and Elders, as defined in the [I 
above Declaratory Enactment, to be Commis~ioners of this Synod, , 
to the effect after mentioned; with power to the said Commissioners, I 
or their quorum, which is herebY' declared to be any five of said Com
missioners, whereof three are always to be Ministers, to meet in St. 
Andrew's Church, Kingston, on the First,Wednesday in October next 
at Twel've o'clock, noon,. and in St. Andrew'~ Chulch, Toron/o, on the 
Third Wednesday in February next at Twelve o'cloclc, 1100n ;-and 
oftener when and where they shall think fit and convenient. And 
the Synod fully empower the said Commissioners, or their quorum 
above mentioned, to transact all business referrt'd to them 1y the 
SYl'!od, and to determine in the same as they shall see cause,-also III 
to attend to such emergent causes as may require immediate action 
on the part of the Church,-and to watch aVe r the general interests I 
of the Church, that the Church do not suiler or su,tain any prt'judice 
which they can prevent. Further, the said Commission is hereby I 
empowered to receive any References and Appeals that shall be I 
made to them from Presbyteries, and ripen such affairs for next, 'i 
Synod, and to give all needful advice to Presbyteries, upon applil'a
tion to them for that end: and in all their actings they shall proceed 
according to the Laws of the Church, and they shall be accountable 
for the ~ame to the next meeting of Synod; and this Commission is 
to continue until the next meeting of Synod; and members are 
required to attend the Diets of the said Commission. 

The Synod appointed their next meeting to be held in St. Andrew's 
Church, in the City of Hamilton, on the last Wednesday in May, 
One Thousand Ei~ht Hundred and Fifty-seven, at Eleven o'clock in 
the Forenoon. 

The Moderator then acldresserl thp. Synod i-when, after prayer, 
and singing the last half of the CXXII Psalm, the Synod was closed 
with the Apostolic Benediction. 
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ApPENDIX. 

1 

I 

1 

APPENDIX. 
MEMORANDA FROM PRESBYTERY RECORDS. 

FOR THE SYNODICAL YEAR, 1855-6. 

1855.-June 7th.-The Rev. Peter Lindsay, form~rly of Richmond, 
inducted 10 Ihe pastoral charge of the united CongregatIOns 
of Cumberland and Buckingham, by the Presbytery of 
Bathurst. 

June IOth.-The Rev. lEneas M~L~an, Minister of Cote St. 
George, in the Presbytery of Glengal'y, died. 

June 27th,-The Rev. Thomas Morrison, Minister of Mel
bonrne, Presbytery of Monlreal, demitted his chalge from 
ill health. 

September 4th.-The Rev. Alexander Ross, Minister of West 
Gwillimbury, in the Presbytery of Toronto, demitte~ his 
charge, and retired from the aetive duties ot the MllIlstry, 
on acconnt of ill health. 

October 2-1th.-The Rev. James Sinclair inducted to the pas
toral charge of the Congregation of Huntly, by the Presbytery 
of Bathurst. 

October 25th.-The Rev. Robert Stevenson inducted to the 
pastoral charge of the Congregation of Williams, by the 
Presbytery ot Hamilton. 

October 3Ist.-The Rev. John Skinner, D. D., of London, 
inducted to the pastoral charge of the united Congreg.ltions 
of Nelson and Walerdown, by the Presbytery of Hamilton. 

November 7Ih.-Mr. Peter McVicar, Missionary from the 
Colonial Corn mittee of the General Assem bl y to the Presby
tery ot Montreal, arrived. 

November 2Ist.-The Rev. Frederick P. Sim, formerly of 
Woodstock, in the Presbytery of Hamilton, inducted to the 
pastoral charge of the Congregation of Russeltown, by the 
t>resllytery of Montreal. 

November 2Ist,-Tbcl J:ev. Peter McNaughton, Minister of 
Pickering, in tbe Pre:::bytery of Toronto, having inlimated 
to the Presbytery his withdrawal from the Synod of Canada 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, the Presbytery 
dissolved the pastoral connection between him and the 
Congregation of Pickering, and declared him to be lIO longer 
a Minister of this Church. 

1856.-February 4th.-The Rev. Robert McGill, D. D., Minister of 
St, Paul's Church, Montreal, died. 

April 23rd.-Mr. Peter McVicar, Preacher of the Gospel, 
ordained to the office of the Holy Minibtry, and inducted to 
the pastoral charge of the Congregation of Martintown, by 
the Presbytery of Glengary. 
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II REPORTS 

OF THE 

DEPUTATIONS TO THE LOWER PROVINCES. 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTATION TO NEW BRUNSWICK. 

To the Reverend the Synod of the Presbyterwn Church of 
Canada in connection with the Established Church of 
Scotland. 

In consequence of the sudden and lamented death of the Rev. Dr. 
McGill the duty of laying before your Reverend Court a Report of 
your Deputation's Mission to the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of 
New Brunswick devolves entirely on the other member of the Depu
tation. This iti the more to be regretted in the present case, as the 
Doctor's age, greater experience and more intimate acquaintance 
with Church matters in general and the state of our Zion in Brilish 
North America in particular, would have enabled him to lay before 
you a more detailed and satisfactory account of your Deputation's 
doings, and of the state of the Church throughout New Brunswi"k. 
God, in His inscrutable wisdom, hath seen fit tv appoint it otherwi,e, 
and to His dispensations, however severe and mysterious, we must 
humbly submit, firmly believing thai, though the Church nt large, 
amI especially his own family and people, mourn the loss of a pious 
and devoted servant of the Lord Jesus, the change to him was an 
unspeakably great gain. 

The Synod of New Brunswick meton Thursday, the 16th of August, 
in St. Andrew's Church, St. John. 

Dr. McGill had previously visited several of the congregations 
within the bounds of the Synod, officiating at St. Andrew's, Freder
icton, &c. 

When lhe commission from your Synod was read, the Deputation 
received a most cordial and brotherly welcome; their names were 
added to the Synod Roll, and they were invited to take a part in the 
businpss of the Court. During thp. sillings of the Synnd, and the lime 
your Deputation spent within its bounds visiting the different congre
gations, preachin~, and laying before tbem the mission with which 
your Deputation was charged,they cannot but record with delight and 
grati!udethehospitable reception which everywhere greeted them both 
from pastor and people, and the entire sympathy, which they 80 

warmly expressed, with the objects which your Deputation was com
missioned to promote and advocate. The business before the Synod 



44 REPORTS OF THE DEPUTATIONS TO THE LOWER PROVINCES. I, 
Ii 1-----------------11' 

hatT reference to the means of supply for the destitute congregations 
within the Synod, the educating of young men for the work of the 
ministry, Church property, and some routine matters. There.was the II 

utmo-t harmony in all tneir proceedings, and there were no dIsagree
able que;tions of discipline, &c. On Sabbath, the 19th of August, I ' 
officiated at Fredericton. There was a very large and respectable 
congregation. The church here is in a most flourishing conditio~. 
By Monday afternoon all the business of the Synod was over, but, III 
order to a waken a livelier interest in the mi nds of the adherents of 
our Church in St. John in all theat pertains to the spread of the 
Gospel, a missionan. meetinO' wa, held in the evening. This meet- ! 

ing was very nume(ously att~nded, and was addressed by the mem
bers of the Deputation from Nova Scotia and Canada, and by others. 
Much interesting matter was brought forward by the different speak
ers regarding the state of our Church in the three Provinces of Briti~h 
North America, on the necessity and advanta~es of clo~er nnion and 
communion,oll the great want of the means of grace and the ordi
nal/ces of Religion, and on the obligation that Christians are under, 
to contribute of tneir means for the support of the Gospel, and to 
educate their children for the work of the ministry. Earnest appeals 
were made to the Laity that they must bestir themselves in the work 
if they wonkl keep a:ive among them the true religion and those 
Go<pel privileges which many of them previously enjoyed in their 
native land. The Synod of Nova Seolia had set the example of 
holding such a meeting; alld the suceess that attended both, the I:, 
illterest that was thereby awakened in the minds of many for the 

I 
Iii 

welfare of our Church, and the elevatIng anll S:JOthing ellect on the 
minds of the Clergy, after the unpleasant discllsaions which some
times unavoirlably occur in Court, cannot fail to recommend thIS 
practice in future. The Laity are thus maLie aware of the grpat spirit- d 
llnl destitution of the land, and thE' heavy responsibility that rests II 

upon them to remedy this great evil, and above all parents are 
i,.fofilled by what meansthey may educate their children as laborers I 
fur Christ's vineyard, a subject on which they are generally very 
igllorant. There can be little doubt that, were the facilitie~ which I 

Qu"erl's College might afford for this purpose more widely knowll I' 
and the duty of doing so more urgently impressed upon Christian III 
parents, the number of Students for the Church would soon be 
greatly increased. I 

I officiated at the following places: Woodstock and Northampton 
on the :!6th August; Newcastlt-l and Chatham on the 2nd Septem
ber; Moncton on the 9th September j and St. John on the 16th Sept. 
I was five Sabbaths in all in New Brunswick. In all the places I' 
visited by me there were large and attentive audiences, and both 
ministers and people heartily reciprocated our desire of closer union, 
an,i of forming a General As<embly from the Synods of the different 
Provinces. The great facilities for travelling rendering this practi
cable, ancl the great necessity for co-operation rendering this desir
able, I especially directed the attention of parents to Queen's I 
Coileg". as a suitable institution for qualifying their children for the 
work of the ministry, and to the free education which it offer~ to I 

all who have this work in vie\v. In this I was very cordially sup- I' 
ported by the ministers. In nothing would a union of the Churches. ',I 
be more benefical than in supplying stndeuts to the University, I 

I, 
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contributing to its support and future increased efficiency. There is 
every prospect of our deriving Students from this quarter, and I have 
little doubt that the wealthier congregations would cheerfully aid to 
wipe off the debt on the College buildings, were an appeal made to 
them. 

As I reaped great delight and profit from my visit to the country, 
and i!ltercoul'se with the ministers and people, I pray that the Great 
Head of the Church may make this mission be the means of leading 
to those great and holy results which the origination of it contem
plated. 
Kingston, 14th May, 185/). GEORGE WEIl{. 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTATION TO NOVA SCOTIA. 

The Deputation, appointed by the Synod of Canada to vi~it the 
Synod of Nova Scotia, to confer with the members of that boJy on 
all matters tending to the furtherance of the Gospel in Blilish North 
America, and to cultivate those feelings uf brotherly kindness and 
Christian love that may ultimately leaJ to the incorporation of the 
different branches of the Church of their Fathers on this continent,-

I REPORT. 

\

::1' That your Deputation, consisting of the Rev. Alex. Mathieson, 
D. D., and the Rev. Alex. MeKiel, accompanied with William Ed
monstone, Esq., one of the Clergy Reserve Commissioners, proceeded 

I: to Halirfax on Monuay the 2nd Jfuly, and
S 

arriveJhon the 6th, with the 
I' view 0 meeting the Synod 0 Nova eotin t en in session. Al
!: though your Deputation travelled with the greatest celerity that by 

railway anu steamer they could attain, they were unable to meet 
with the Synod till it was two days in session. This circumstance, 
thuugh it ueprived them of much pleasing intercourse with their 
brethren, was not without its advantages. It allowed time for the 
transaction of lot:al business, and due deliberation on matters more ' 
immediately affeeting the interests of that particular branch of our 
Church, in the discussion of which it would have been inexpedient 
for your Deputation to have takpn a prominent part, and left the 
remaining part of the Session to be occupierl almost entirely with 
subjects of general importance, and the consideration of those matters 
to which your Deputation was instructed specially to call the atten
tion of the Synod. 

As instructed, your Deputation explained to the Synou of Nova 
Scotia that, ill the spontaneous appointment of Delegates to the 
Synods of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, this Synod disclaimed'! 
any interference with the ecclesiastical government of these 
branches of the Church, bnt, actuated by the kindest Christian feel- I 
ings, they had no other object in view than the cultivation of clerical 
intercourse, mutual encouragement in the work of the Lord, and 
the friendly consideration of such subjects as will ultimately lead to 
uuited efforts in the cause of their Divine Master. That being 
already connected by origin, by the same standards, and to the 
Church of Scotland by Ministerial and Church Commmlion, and 
having an identity of interests and pursuits in the Colonial field, 
a sound policy as well as every reasonable hope of success in their 
common labours, seemed to demand united efforts, and an entire 
union of discipline of government, and Home and Foreign Mission-
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ary undertakings-a result that the increased an.d. ~till growing I' 
facilities of communication, as well as the probabJlltyof a closer 
political connection between the. British Provinces of North Amer
ica, rendered not only more desJrable, but every day made more 
practicable. 

Your Deputation met with the kindest reception from the lay mem
bers of the cOllgregations of Halifax, a~d i~dced, wherever they went, 
while the Synod welcomed them wIth JOY, as a prelude to more 
frequent intercourse and co-operation, an(1 invited them to take seats 
as members of the Court, and a part in all its deliberations. H~ving 
expressed in the warmest terms, through the Moderator, "gratltmJe 
to the Church of Scotland. ill Canada for having sent a Deputation of 
their number to them, and to the members of the Deputation them
selves for executing the commis"ion of the Synod, and coming from 
so <Treat a distance to visit them," your Deputation were cha rged to 
co,;'vey to you the ~i[!cerethanksof the Synod of Nova Scotiaforyollr 
friendly remembrance of t hem in their weakness, and the encourage
ment they derived from the presence of brethren from afar among 
them. . 

The subjects which your Deputation were instructed to bring under 
the consideration of the Synod met with the most cordial reception, 
especially the proposal of a closer connection, which in process of 
time might lead to incorporation and a General Assembly. All the 
mem bers of Synod expressed their deep satisfaction at the prospect 
of such an intimate relation. and their dp.sire that it should be 
speedily consummated. It had long been the desire of their hearts to 
see the schemes and efforts of the Church of Scotland in British North 
America centralized, but the prospect seemed more like the visions 
of a dream than a hope that would ever be realized. One, who, I 
am happy to say, is now among us, to carry forward, as far as it 
may be deemed expedient, measures preliminary to that desirable 
end, expressed himself in language to this effect: "Nothing has 
afforded me more satisfaction than the very proposal of such a scheme; 
even the resuscitation of our Church Courts, afler ten long years 
lying dormant, though very gratifying, was not unaccompanied with 
distrust. I trembled when I looked at the fewness of our Ministers, 
the extent of the field of labour, and the destitution of our numerous 
con~regations. We were isolated, widely scattered, and consequently 
feeble. But, with the sympathies of the Church of Scotland and of 
our brethren in Canada, I fe~ I that we are now stronO"; I feel that 
we are really conuected not only with an Institution which, with the 
blessing of Heaven, has perhaps been the most efficient that the 
World has seen, for diffusiug in purity and simplicity the doctrines 
and inculcating the precepts of the blessed Gospel; but I also feel 
that we are connected with our brethren in this extensive continent, 
employed in the same great work with oUfl:<elves, and, thouO"h the 
field is extensive and the labourers are few, yet. the promised'" aid of 
Heaven at once encourages to more earnest exertion, and forbids 
despair." 

From the impressions made on the minds of your Deputation, they 
will venture to express their conviction of the desirableness of the 
incorporation of the Churches in British North America in connection 
w!th the Church of Scotland, and the hope that im~ediate steps 
Will be taken towards the accomplishment of this end; leaving it 
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to the respective Synods to begin and follow ont those measures 
that to them in their wisdom may seem best to secure an object 
desired by them all. 

The only thing that seemed to stand in the way of an absolute " 
union of all the Churches in British North America, in connection I. 

with the Church of Scotland, is the want of provision for the widows Ii 
and orphans of Ministers deceased in the Synods of Nom Scotia I 
and New Brunswick. In respect to the former, this obstacle seems I 
in a fair way of being removed. Ministers were persuaded that a 
well organized and a faithfully executed scheme for this purpose will ': 
be attended with mallY advantages to the Church itself, while it will 
alleviate the anxieties and distractions of thought that will constantly 
intrude on a Minister's mind in respect to the young and unpro
tecte:! members of his family, for whom no provision is made, ,hould 
he in the provide lice of God be removed from them, and which from 
the well known condition of the pastoral office in thi~ country he is 
unable to make for them, and thus withdraw much of his attention 
from the peculiar functions of his office. It will also encourage 
many to enler on the mif!isterial vocation, who might be deterred 
by the prospect of those on earth dearest to them exposed to all the I 
privations of penury and want, when their own lives of ceaseless 
labour alld anxiety i::J their Heavenly Master's service had drawn to . 
a close. 

The Laymen also expressed a deep sense of the desirableness of " 
such a scheme as will provide fur. the widows and orphans of 
Ministers, frankly admitted their personal obligation to take an active 
part in this work, and generously offered to give their hearty co
operation in any scheme that the Synod would approve of. Whether 
the statute that provide8 for the management of the scheme for the 
Synod of Canada will permit the incorporation of the Synods of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, or wbethel' separate schemes under local 
management would be most advantageous, are matters of detail, which 
your Deputation do not feel called un to discuss. 

With regard to young men who desire to enter on the ministry, 
your Deputation laid before the Synod of Nova Scotia the advantages 
to be derived from a course of stndy at Queen's College, especially 
the strict superintendence of their studies and their morals, as they 
would be almost continually under the eye of the professors, The 
only question that arose on this point was, whether these advantages 
might not be compen.ated by the higher degree to which theologi
cal education, including classical studies, is carried in the older 
colleges of Scotland, and the emulation and love of study that would 
be generated by mingling with greater numbers having kindred 
pursuits, and where the mental faculties would be constantly 
exercised by literary intercourse with advanced studeuts. These 
are topics on which different views will be taken by different 
individuals. 

A general wish was entertained by members of the Synod that in 
process of time a Theological School for training young men for the 
ministry might be instituted among themselves, and, if it were prac
ticable, that it would be connected with Queen's College. 

A deputation from the Synod (in session assembled) of the Pres
terian Church of Nova Scotia waited on the Synod in connection 
with the Church of Scotland, to express a desire for more frequent 
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!,I fratemal fellowship, and friendly co-operation in all good works. 
While they were not yet prepared to surrender the points of difference 

:,1 between them and their brethren of the Church of Scotland in Nova 
Scotia, they frankly acknowledged their high respect for the Parent 

; I Church, their sincere appreciation of her many excellencies, her 
efficiency, as an institution, for carrying forward the work of their 

:! common Master. Thev had sprung from that Church; they held the 
same standards, observ~d the same forms of wurship, and, the points 
of <epa ration being of a mir.or nature, they hoped that soon a way 
rni£;ht be opened up,to perfect union with their brethren of the Church 
of ::>cotland, in the same field of labour with themselves, for whom 
they expressed lhe highest esteem. But, while theyditferedon points 
that were not of essential importance, they saw nothillg to 8tand in 
the way of mutual cOllfidence and harmonious action in a cause 
common to both, without any compromise of principles on either 
side. 

The Synod in connection with the Church of Scotlaml cordially 
reciprocated these sentimeolts, anJ, while with all of their brethren 
of the Presbyterian Church they had e.er lived in terms of friendship 
and Christian charity, they hoped that the sentiments which bound 
them together might continue to grow till all come to be of one heart 
and of one mind j at the same time <l.dmitting that they did not feel 
it to be their dUly to resign the advantages derived from their close con
nection with the Church of Scotland. While gratitude and affection, 
as well as a sense (f duty, bound them by the strongest ties to the 
Church of their f<l.ther", they were persuaded that any union with 
others, that would tend to disconnect them with her, '-' oultl rather 
destroy than promote that catholicity which was the osten~ible 
reason for union with these seceding brethren j but, while they were 
prepared to maintain their connection with the Church of Scotland, 
and felt it to be their duty to their people, and the general interests 
of Religion in the Province, as welI as to themselves, in their eccle
siastical capacity to put forth every proper means to draw closer 
the ties th'!t bound them to the Parent Church j at the same time 
they begged to express in till' most cordial manner their respect 
for their brethren, both collecti vely and individually, and their readi·· 
ness to enter on any course 0' action that would strengthen each 
other's hands in their respective ~pheres of labour, and cherish those 
sympathies that had hitherto distinguished their intel('ourse. 

The finest Christian feelings evidently pervaded both bodies in 
their conferences. Such a spirit, maintained in sincerity and truth, 
cannot fail to be producti ve of the happiest effects, both in re<Tard to 

:' clerical intercourse and church communion, as well as in th~ prop
, agation of true and undefiled religion within the spheres of their 

,; labour. 
il Your Deputation in the conrse of their mission met with several 

"

1;/ 
of the members of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova 
Scotia, wer9 welcomed in the kindest manner amolla' them, and on 

II more occasions than one addressed their people, :l1d felt sincere 

I
I gratification in the interchange of affection and regard. 

At the rising of the Synod a general meeting of the members of 
II the Church of Scotland in Halif<l.X was called to confer with the Synod 

l
and your Deputation on the affairs of the Church. The assembly 

I was large, and addressed in several very effective speeches both by 



I REPOlWS OF THE DEPUTATIONS TO THE LOWER PROVINCES. 49 

1-----
the lay members and ministers who were present. Mr. McKid 
in an able and luminous manner detailed the object of this Synod's 
mission to Nova Scotia. Mr. Attorney-General Young, in a speech 
replete with eloquence· and many touching allusions to the history 
of the Church of Scotland and the early associations of his youth 
(he and one of your Deputation being class-fellows at Glasgow 
College,) gave a view of the position of the Church of Scotland in 
the Colonies and her relations to the Parent Church, that must have 
excited in the breasts of all who heard him a deep interest in be
balf of her people in these provinces, and will tend greatly to promote 
the object which this Synod contemplated in tbeir mission to Nova 
Scotia. 

Having sojourned a few days at Halifax, preaching on Sabbath 
both forenoon and afternoon, in St. Matthew's and St. Andrew's 
Churches, your Deputation proceeded to Pictou, staying one day at 
Truro. The country round Truro spreads out in fertile vales, 
watered by a fine stream. A few adherents of our Church are 
scattered around, who attend the ministrations of Mr. McCulloch, 
the esteemed pastor of a large congregation. His venerable father 
acted as herald to successive bands of preachers, who followed from 
Scotland, and did much towards raising up a native ministry to 
spread the tidings of salvation among the colonists. One of your 
Deputation preached in Mr. McCulloch's pulpit to a few who on a 
brief notice were called together. In the a fternoon proceeded to Pic
tou, Mr. jMcKid remaining at West Branch, to preach by appoint
ment the following day at Salt Springs. 

Un Sabbath the pulpit at Pictou was supplied by Mr. McKid, 
and at Rogers Hill, distant about sixteen miles, by Dr. Mathieson. 
Large and attentive audiences were assembled in both places. In 
the evening, at the request of the Rev Mr. Bain, Dr. Mathieson 
preached to a large congregation in his church, reciprocating the 
kind feelings with which your Deputation was invariably received 
by their United Presbyterian brethren. On Monday took a. part in a 
.,.ery interesting missionary meeting in Mr. Bain's church, and 
listened with much pleasure to the interesting details of their mission 
in New Hebrides. 

On Tuesday we visited New Glasgow, where the Rev. A. Pollok 
ie settled over a large and flourishing congregation. The old church 
being too small for the congregation, and having fallen into decay, 
a new and handsome edifice for the worship of God hae< been 
erected and is nearly cnmpleted. It is hardly possible to speak in 
too strong terms of the earnest missionary spirit, of their devotedness 
to their work, and the eminent success of the young ministers that 
have been recently sent from Scotland to fill the deserted pulpits of 
Nova Scotia. Snodgrass, Sprott, McKay, Pollok, McLean, Herd
man, are names that will be remembered as zealous preachers of 
the Gospel of salvation, long after they shall have passed away from 
the scene of their labours. 

In the afternoon we visited Mr. McGillivray, of McLennan's Moun
tain. At the time of the Schism in J843 (" he only faithful among 
many faithless found") several ministera left their charges for more 
lucrative appointments in Scotland, or joined the Free Church. Their 
deserted people were like sheep without a shepherd, M. McGillivray 
alone remaining to watch for their spiritual interests, and plead the 

D 
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cause of the Church of Scotland. Free Church emissaries scoured 
the country, denouncing her as an apostate Church, as a nuisance 
that should be swept from the face of the Earth, the Church that, a 
few months before, they had extolled as the perfection of beauty, as 
the joy of the whole Earth. Their misrepresentations misled the 
credulous, the unthinking, and the pharisaic; but their maledictions 
were too strong, and betrayed too much of an unchristian temper, to 
command respect, or deceive the cautious old highlanders, who 
I istened patiently to their vain-glorious boastings, but became indig
nant when the Church of their fathers was maligned, with which 
theirtenderest recollections and holiest feelings were intimately bound. 
That which was designed to shake their constancy only confirmed 
their attachment, and with greater tenacity they ciung to the Church 
which was the object of their fathers' love and ceaseless prayers. 
Time has demonstrated the wisdom of their choice, while it has 
opened the eyes of others to the misrepresentations which misled 
them. A speech of one of the bitterest of the Church's opponents, 
spoken only a few weeks before he seceded, and seasonably re
printed by the Lay Association at Halifax, contrasting strangely as it 
did with hisexpressedopinionsandsentimentsafterthe schism,revealed 
the spirit which actuated that unhappy movement. Though forsaken 
by their ministers, the pious feelings of the fine old unsophisticated 
highlanders of Nova Scotia were from time to time refreohed by the 
visits and ministrations of Mr. McGillivray, who spread his labours 
over hundreds of miles, and day and night, in the peaceful spirit of 
his Master, he pflrseveringly sought to promote the spiritual interests 
of the people. He was untiring in his efiorts ; it was said of him, he 
often in his missionary excursions tired out their horses, but the in
defatigable McGillivray could never be tired. He did much to 
confirm the minds an~ comfort the hearts of his forsaken countrym~n. 
He has now the gratitude of thousal!ds, and the noble satisfactIOn 
of having generously :promoted their best interests at the expense 
both of his time and hIs pecuniary means. 

Your Deputation visited Prince Edward Island, where Mr. Snodgrass 
presides over a large and an attached flock. Dr. Mathieson preached 
on a week-day evening to such as could be brouO'ht together on a 
short notice; Mr. McKid remained with Mr. Snodgrass, it being the 
season of communion, to assist him on that interesting occasion. In 
his journal Mr. McKid thus expressed his sentiments: I arrived at 
Charlottetown on Friday, 21st July, and met the most cordial wel
oome from Mr. Snodgrass; next day preached, in preparation for the 
communion on Sabbath; I assisted in the solemn duties of the day 
and on the Monnay preached again. I found the congregation in 
Charlottetown large and prosperous, bearing flvidence of the faithful
ness of the ministrations of the present incumbent, and his predeces
sor the Rev. Mr. McNair, whose missionary zeal is well known to 
the Church at large. !~e attend8;nce in the sever.al. diets of .worship 
was large, and that spmt of devotlOn and deep religIOUS feeling was' 
such as to recal to my mind those associations, oonnected with com
munion seasons, in the land of our forefathers, which were refreshing' 
to my own mind and, I hope, beneficial to all concerned. After the 
services on Monday a congregational meetina was held where I 
,!as privileged to bring before the meeting the ~bject of yo~r DellUta
hon. Several members of the congregation delivered their opinions, 

N~==============================~ 
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which were quite in accordance with what had been expressild in 
other places. 

Dr. Mathieson returned to Nova Scotia to assist Mr. McKay at the 
dispensation of the Lord's Supper at Earltown. Mr. McKay's labours 
are extended to three large congregations, distant from each other 
fifteen and twenty miles, each of which requires the undivided 
labour ofa minister. His health giving way under his constant and 
burdensome toils, he has been induced to accept a call from the 
congregation at Belfast, P. E. I., where his miniRtrations will be con
fined to a narrower circle. Belfast is au interesting field, as well as 
Georgetown, yet without a pastor. The congregations at Rogers Hill, 
Earltown, Cape John, deeply regret Mr. McKay's departure, and the 
sad prospect of remaining again for an unknown period without the 
stated ordinances of worship. 

Your Deputation was deeply impressed with the depth and solem
nity of the religious feelings that pervaded the various congregations 
to which they ministered, which was of a far higher order than any
thing they had witnessed in these Provinces; nor was it only in the 
house of God that they were devout-they carried the spirit of 
Religion into the business of every-day life; in all our intercourse with 
them a seriousness of deportment, and an earnestness of religious 
feeling, without a taint of fanaticism, remindpd us of the religious 
character of the rural parishes of Scotland, some thirty or forty years 
ag~ . 

Your Deputation cannot help thinking that this earnest piety was 
kept alive and cherished, during ten long years of deprivation of 
settled Gospel ordinances, by some fine old patriarchs, who were 
found in every settlement, and for whose counsels and examples the 
people cherished the profoundest respect. Rich in Bible lore, sin
cere and earnest in their love for Christ and His people, the instruc
tions of these vent;lrable men came home to the heart with unction 
and with power, and cherished family religion (in the larger accep
tation of the terms as comprehending every social and domestic duty) 
among a simple-minded people, and awoke an earnest longing-for 
and the enjoyment of the public ordinances of Religion, whenever 
they could be obtained. Of the salutariness of their instructions, and 
their moral influence over the people, your Deputation had frequent 
opportunities of witnessing. On one occasion both the scene and 
the circumstances were of the most interesting nature. One of your 
Deputation, being engaged to assist at the dispensation of the Lord's 
Supper, had nearly thirty miles to travel, and, though there were 
reliaious exercises on the day on which he set out on his journey, 
the~e being in Gaelic, (to him an unknown tongue) he had no desire 
to be on the field early in the day. He accordingly gave instructions 
that the person who was to convey him to the ground should come 
at nine o'clock A. M., but instead of that hour, he came at six, and 
every moment was impatient to start. We set out at half past nine 
at a rapid trot, and, having driven a considerable distance, found a 
relay of fresh horses, that 6reater speed might be obtained. Ignorant 
of the driver's purpose, he was frequently exhorted to slacken rein; 
but the only reply was, we will be late, and another admonition to 
the noble animal to renewed speed. Winding among little hills 
covered over with wood, now plunging into deep ravines, then tread
ing our way over some lofty summit, the whole scelle was pictures
que and beautiful, (0 which a lovely day lent additional charms. At 
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length the mystery of our rapid flight was unveiled. About three 
o'clock P. M. we came to a beautiful sylvan spot, where there were 
numerous vehicles and horses tied to the trees, and a little further 
on in a sweet retired grove a congregation, numbering from 1500 to, 
2000 listening with profound attention to the men, who, one after 
another, at the call of their minister, who presided, addressed the 
people on a topic which h!ld been announced. for dis~ussion in t~e 
morning. The congregatiOn seemed to take lIttle notice of our arri
val, but observed the same riveted attention to the speaker; not a 
movement made, not a wisper heard, but the wind among the trees 
and the voice of the speaker echoing through the deep forest; a 
voice which in prayer was empassioned fervour, chastened into 
tones of reverence and deep humility. And the Psalm-Oh that 
psalm, as it rose in wild irregular notes from two thousand voices, 
struck home to our hearts and Christian flympathies with a power 
that can never be forgotten. It was now five in the afternoon, thus 
it had been with them sinee eleven o'clock A. M., with the same 
profound stillness and marked attention they had listened to the 
words of everlasting life. Previous to our witnessing this interesting 
spectacle, we confess we cherished a rooted prejudice against such 
systematised lay instructions, as being fraught with danger to the 
peace of congregations, and a great provocation to spiritual pride; 
nor are our minds dispossessed of such objections still, unless where 
the speakers are men of profound humility, and sound discretion, as 
well as of deep piety; but, where this is the case, we cannot help 
thinking that such patriarchs are invaluable helps to the Christian 
ministry, and preserve a healthful spirit of piety in the community. 
In conversing afterwarcls with these men, we found them of a right 
stamp, men taught by the Word and Spirit of God, and in the deep 
consciousness of their own insufficiency giving utterance to their 
religious sentiments in simple language to men, whose thoughts 
hed been accustomed to run in the same channels with their own. 

The same devotional stillness and decorum characterized all the 
days of their solemnities, and on the Sabbath, as the symbols of the 
Bread of Life were spread out on rude plank tables, covered over 
with linen of snowy whiteness, and surrounded with blooming youth, 
mingled with many gray-haired pilgrims, may we not hope that 
that green spot in the forest was but a type of a greener spot in the 
vale of life, when the pilgrims to the heavenly Jerllsalem rested and 
found themselves refreshed from the wells of salvation. 

Such is the general character of the people, spread over many an 
extensive field for spiritual labour, in Nova Scotia, thousands and 
tens of thousands, earnestly panting lor the Bread of Life, and the 
Water of Life. OUl' young ministers on that field, ear!lest, active, 
indefatigable as they are,-what are they among so many? They 
strive actively with one heart and one mind for the spiritual progress 
of their people and the prosperity of the Church. Several of them 
minister to two, three, and even foul' congregations, each of which 
would require the undivided labours of one man. In some instances; 
with health broken, but with energy unsubdued, they contend with 
almost insnperable difficulties, and much even in their weak
ness they have effected. Surely the condition of that interesting 
people will appeal ,with effect to the hearts of ministers and preachers 
In Scotland, and bnng unto the field more labonrers. They will not 
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be without support either in a spiritual or pecuniary sense. Their 
Pastors have cherished in the hearts of their people a spirit of 
noble independence. The assistance they have received from the 
Parent Church, in the way of salary of ministers, in many instances 
they have remitted an equal amount to the Colonial Fund, while they 
have been taught, that one of the best proofs ofthe power of religion 
on their hearts is the liberality of their hands in giving of their 
carnal things to them who minister to them of their spiritual things. 
It appears to youI' Deputation that such a spirit and practice as this 
it will be well for the Synod to inculcate both in the miuisters and 
people of these Provinces; unquestionably there is much need for it. 

Your Deputation turned their attention to the prospect of obtaining 
from Nova Scotia young men to be trained for the ministry. They 

I
, learned that many might be found of a true spirit, children of pious 

parents, who might to be induced to enter on a course of preparatory 

I 
study. Indeed we were impressed with the conviction that it is 
from Nova Scotia that we must look for the supply of Gaelic-speaking 
students. The specimens you have in Queen's College do credit 
to their country and their Church, and those, studying in Scotland 
under the auspices of the Synod, are in no respect, as we believe, 
inferior. The Synod ought to give this subject their serious cOlJsider
ation, and, if necessary, institute a scheme to aid those in their edu
cation, who might be induced to qualify themselves for being able 
and efficient members of the Gospel of Christ. 

At Pugwash and Wallace there are strong congregations. Mr. 
George Harper labours zealously and efiectively as a missionary in 
this district, and his services are justly and affectionately apprecia
ted. The name ofthe Hon. - McFarlane is still revered, as the friend 
of his countrymen, and the main supporter of the Church 01 Scotland. 
His son, the present member for the county, bids fair to imitate, if 
not successfully to rival, his virtues. Many others of a similar spirit 
have we met with, whom we cannot particularize, but with whom 
our Christian intercourse was delightful. 

We forbear touching on the condition of the members of our Church 
in Cape Breton. The Synod of Nova Scotia has taken up the subject, 
and from them we may obtain some information that may lead to the 
alleviation of their spiritual destitution. 

It has been already mentioned that your Deputation was accompa
nied in all their journeys by William Edmonstone, Esq. It would be 
wrong not to say how greatly they were indebted to the co-operation 
of that excellent man, whose heart is in the prosperity of the Church; 
he not only then, but since in his visit to Scotland, has done ",hat 
lay in his power to obtain ministers of a right sort for the Colonies. 
As Mr. Sprot expresses himself in a recent letter, Mr. Edmonstone 
displays a reverend zeal in the cause, and is as anxious about getting 
good ministers as he is about his ships. 

We have said nothing of the state of the churches under the pastoral 
care of the venerable Martin and the excellent Scott; nor of the 
Lay Association at Halifax, that did so much in the day of trial to 
preserve the Church of Scotland in the Colonies. In the resuscita
tion of their Church Courts they behold the fruits of labours, and 
they trust we will soon behold it in a large increase of labourers in 

I 
that interesting portion of our Lord's Vineyard. All which is respect-

I 
fully submitted, (Signed,) ALEX MATHIESON. 

ALEX. McKID. 
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To the ·Members and Adherents of the Presbyterian Church of 
Oanada in connection with the Ohurch of Scotland. 

DEAR FRIENDS,-

I have been instructed by the Synod to direct your special atten
tion to the paramount claims of Queen's College, as regards the 
liquidation of the debt incurred by the purchase of buildiugs suitable 
for the efficient operation of that Institution. 

At last meetino- of Synod ample information was communicated to 
the parties then present respecting the general condition of the Col
lege. In so far as office-bearers are concerned, this was abundantly 
satisfactory. The statements made clearly showed that the College, 
with its limited resources, had fully answered every reasonable 
expectation. The most convincing evidence was afforded that 
those charged with its financial affairs had done their duty with the 
greatest fidelity, and in the most praiseworthy manner. The ad
dresses deiivered, relative to the unremitting zeal and successful 
labours of its able Professors, were listened to with deep interest, and 
elicited an expression of high approbation from every member of the 
Court. All were impressed with the conviction that our Church was 
under peculiar obligations to the Trustees and Fathers for the great 
amount of good which, by the Divin~ blessing, had thus been accom
plished, especially in educating young men for the sacred ministry. 
And in not a few instances, indeed, this is sufficiently known to 
others. Many congregations of our communion are privileged 
with the faithful and efficient ministrations of Pastors who were 
trained for their work at Queen's College. 

Had the information given terminated here, every friend of the 
College would have had cause for un mingled gratitude. In addition, 
however, to the for'lgoing, it was rendered but too apparent that a 
number of our congregations had manifested such indifference, rela
tive to the prosperity of our beloved Zion, as not to have contributed 
the smallest sum to relieve the School of its Prophets from pecuniary 
embarrassments. This, to say the least of the matter, was exceed
ingly discouraging, and evinces that there is something radically 
wrong. It is deplorable that such luke-warmness should in a single 
installce exist in reference to an object with which our Church is so 
vitally connected _ It ad mits not of a doubt that, unless Queen's 
College be properly supported, our Church, instead of occupying new 
ground, cannot supply incumbents for vacant charges. 

It is, however, but justice to state that, while many congregations, 
some of them large and flourishing, had done nothing in this work, 
some had contributed liberally to this object, while others had given, 
it may be, to the extent of theil- ability. Those then, that have thus 
devised and executed liberal things, are well entitled to receive the 
thanks of the Synod. 

In the name, then, and on behalf of the Synod I now tender these 
my grateful acknowledgements. And, in doing so, I take leave to 
remind them that additional efforts, even on their part, are still 
llece~sary for the liquidation of the debt of the College. At the same 
time I entreat others to imitate their example. And it is extremely 
desirable that this ~hould be done with the least possible delay. The 
pe?uniary necessities of the College are great, and urgently demand 
rehef. To human appearance its future prosperity will mainly 
depend on the a~sistance which may be immediately obtained. It 
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is obvious, therefore, that those, desirous that Christ's cause should 
prosper through the ministrations of our Church in this land, are 
under the most solemn obligations to come forward speedily and 
liberaIiy in aid of this excellent Institution. And, in the exercise of 
their benevolence, their aim should be, not merely to extricate it 
from its present difficulties, but also to provide means by which it 
may be rendered increasingly efficient. 

There is certainly some unaccountable misapprehension on the 
part of members and adherents of our Church relative to this matter. 
They cannot be fully aware of their responsibilities in this respect. 
It cannot otherwise be that many of those who are wont to give 
substantial proofs of benevolence to other Christian societies, for 
which they neither expect nor get the least credit, could permit an 
Institution of their own, to which they are connected by the most 
sacred ties, and which has already been the means of furnishing 
many destitute Canadian settlements with Divine ordinances, to 
remain, for a single day, in circumstances so evidently calculated to 
cripple its energies in preparing Pastors to conduct religious services 
according to the usage of the Church of our Fathers. It cannot 
otherwise be that men of worth and men of means would, in a way 
so remarkable, neglect the claims of an Institution so intimately 
connected with the tempcral happiness and eternal welfare of them
selves, their descendants, and so many others of their countrymen 
and of their communion. 

The Parent Church has done much for us, and is still evincinO' 
her desire to do what she can in our behalf; but she cannot possibly 
give assistance commensurate with our wants. But, if this actually 
could be done, instead of manifesting a Christian spirit, it would be 
exceedingly ignoble in us to continue to tax the generosity of others 
for what God, in His gracious providence, has given us the means of 
accomplishing ourselves. Much has recently been eloquently said 
and written respecting the temporal prosperity of Canada; and I 
believe;everything that has been advanced is in accordance to truth. If 
such be the case, instead of looking to others for supplying our reli
gious wants, we are required by the highest consilleration5 to exert 
ourselves not only in supporting our own institutions in a proper 
manner, but also in aiding those that generously and liberally 
assisted us, when our wants were felt to be exceedingly great. [f 
we are not animated with this spirit, our gratitude to God and our 
spiritual improvement are extremely questionable. 

Your ministers are enjoined by the Synod to take an earlyoppor
tunity of bringing the debts of the Colle~e before their respective 
congregations, and, in doing so, to use such arguments as mar seem 
best suited to stimulate their people to provide the means of placing 
this Institution on a proper footing. I am satisfied that those to 
whom your spiritual interests are committed will cheerfully and 
effectively discharge this Iluty. Feeling the importance of Queen's 
College as a Training-school for the Ministry, they cannot fail to pre
sent its claims to you in their true light. And, when this has been 
done, as I am confident it will be dOlle, with all fidelity, alld in a 
prayerful spirit, there is surely every rcason to expect, con~idering 
the respectability, the wealth, and worth connected with the Presby
terian Church of Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland, 
that the amount requisite for liquidating the debt 011 the ground and 
buildings of Queen's College will, without delay, be obtained. It 
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I
I would be unworthy of my present position, and unjust to the Church 

at large to entertain a different sentiment. 

I ALEXANDER MANN, 
I: 

I
'! Moderator of the Synod of Canada, 

In connexion with the Church of Scotland. 

I Pakenham, 2]st July, 1856. 
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