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THE 

H. I S· T 0' R Y 
OF 

EMILY MO'NTAGUE~ 

L. E T. T.·E R CXXIII. 

To .Colonel RIVERS, at Montreal. 

~ebec, April 17; 

H OW different, my Rivers.,,is your 
. "lift letter from all. your .Emily 

, has ever yet r~ceived from you! 
What hav~ I done to" deferve fuch fufpi
cions? How Ul~uft ar.e yom [ex in all. their 
connexions with' ours! 

YOLo III. B D() 
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Do I not know love? and does this re
proach come from the man on whom my 
heart doats, the man, who~ to make. hap. 
py, I would withtranfport ceafe to live? 
can you one moment doubt your Emily's 
tendernefs? have not her eyes, her.air, her 
look, her indifcretion, a thoufand times 
told you, in fpite of herfe1f, the dear fe
cret of her heart, long before fhe was 
confcious of the tendernefs of yours r 

Did I think only of my{e1f, I could live 
with you in a defart ; all places, all fitua
tions are equally charming to me, with 
you: without you, the whole world af-

. fords nothing which could give a mo
ment's pleafure to your Em!Jy. 

Let me but fee thofe eyes in which the. 
tendereft love is painted, let me but hear 
that enchanting voice, I am ipfenfible to all 
elfe, I know nothing of what paires around 
me; all that has no relation to you paffes 
away like a morning dream, the impreffion 
of which is effaced in a moment: my ten-

dernefs. 
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dernefs for you fills my whole fm.ll, and 
leav:es no room for any other idea. Rank, 
fortun~, my native country, my friends, 
all are h{)thidg' in -the- bi1ari~e w:ith~my 
Rivers~ 

For your own fake, I once more entreat 
you to t:eturn to England: I will follow 
you;,:I will fwea-r never to marry another; 
1 will fee you~ I win allow you to continu~ 
the tender inclination which unites us.' 
Fortune may there be more favorable to 
our willies than we now ,hope ; ,may join 
us.without deftroyirig the.peaceof the beft 
of parents. 

But if you perfift, if you w-ill facrifice 
every confideration to yOUl~ tendernefs- , 
My: Rivers, . ~ ,have,no'" will b.ut ,yours. 

B 2 LET~ 



~ THE HISTeR Y OF 

LET T E R CXXIV. 

To Mifs FERMOR, at Silleri. 

LOlldon, Feb. -17-

My dear Bell, 

LUCy, .b~ing deprived of th~pleafure 
of wntmg to you, asfhe lntendec!, 

by Lady Anne Melville's dini.ng with her, 
defires me to make her apologies .. 

Allow me to fay fomething' for myfe1f, 
and to {bare my joy with one who will, I 
am fure, fo very fincerely fympathize with 
me in it. 

I could not have believed, my dear Bel], 
it had been fo veryeafy a thing tq be 
conftant: I declare, but don't mention this, 
left I fuould be laughed at~ I have never 

felt 
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felt' the leail: inclination for any other 
woman, fince I married. your lovely friend. 

I npwJeea -circle of iteauties with the 
fam.e indifference as a bed of fnowdrops: 
1'10 charms affect me but hers; the whoI~ 
creation to me contains no other woman • 

. ,1 find her every day, every hour, more 
lovely; there is in.' my Lucy a mixture of 
mogeftY1 delicacy, vivacity, innocence, and 
b.Iuihing fenfihility, which add a thoufand 
:unfpeakable graces. to the moil: beautiful 
perf on the hand of nature ever formed. 

There is no defcribing her enchanting 
fmile, the fmile of unaffected, artlefs ten
dernefs~ _ How {hall I paint to you th~ 
fweet involuntary glow of pleafure, the 
ktitHhng ': fire of her eyes, when I ap
proach; or thofe thoufand little dear at
tentions of which love alone knows the 
value? 

B3 I never, 
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I never, my deax girl, knew happinefs 
till now;.my tendernefs is abfolutely a 
:llJecies of idolatry; you cannot think what 
aflave this lovely girl 'has made,me. 

As a proof of this, the little tyrant infias· 
on my omitting a thoufand civil things 
I had to fay to you, and attending ,her and 
Lady Anne immediately to,theopera; ihe 
bids me however tell you, {he loves you 
pojJing the love o/woman,: at leaft of hand..: 
fame women, who are not generally cele
brated for their- candor and g?od-wiU to 
cadr Other. 

Adieu, my' deareit: .Bell ! 

Yours, 

J. TEMPLE. 
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LET T E R CXXV. 

To JOHN TEMPLE, Efq; Pall Mall. 

SilleH, April IS. 

" Is this that haughty, gallant, gary La.,. 
" thario, 

" That.dear: perfidious-It' 

AbfoltJteI..-, my dear. Temple, the fex 
ought never to forgive Lucy"'for daring 

. to, monopoliz€ fo very charming a fel. 
low. I had fome thoughts of a little 
badinage with you myfelf, if I ihould re
tutn. foon to England ~ - but 1 now. give 
tlp the very idea. 

One thing I will, however, yenture to 
fay, that love Lucy as much as you ple.afe, 

B 4 you 
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you will never love her half fo well as ihe 
deferves; which, let me tell you, is a grc;lt 
deal for one woman, efpecially, as you well 
obferve, one hanafome woman, to fay oJ 
another. 

I am, however, not quite clear your 
)dea is juft: cattifm, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, feeming more likely to be 
the vice of thofe who are confcious of 
wanting themfelves the dear power of 
·pleafing. 

Handfome women ought to be, what r 
profefs . myfelf, who am' ho~ever only 
pretty, too vain to be envious; . and -yet 
we fee, I am afraid, too often, fome little 
fparks of this mean paffion bet~een rival 
Beauties. 

Impartiall y fpeaking, . I believe the beft 
patlued women, and the moit free from 
envy, are thofe who, without being very 
handfome, have that je ne Ifai quoi, thofe 
name1efs graces, which pleafe even without 

beauty; 
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beauty;': and who therefore, finding more 
attenti0npaid to them by men than their 
lookiilg-glafstells them they have a right 
to expeCl:, are for that reafon in conftant 
good humour with themfel ves, and of 
courfe with every body eIfe: whereas Beau.;. 
ties, claiming univerfal empire, are at war 
with all who difputetheir righ'ts; that is, 
with half th~ fex. 

, . 
I am very good-natured myfelf; but it 

is, perhaps, becaufe, though a pretty 
:woman, I am more agreeable than hand
fome, and have an infinity of the je nc 
!fai quoi.. ' 

.A propos,' my 'dear Temple, I am fo 
pleafed with what Montefqu~eu fays on 
this [u bjea, that I find it is not in' my 
paturc; ,to refi.ft tranflating and inferting 
it; you cannot then fay I have fent you a 
le~ter in .~hich there is nothing worth 
rea~i~~ 

B'S I beg 
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I beg you I will read this to the mitres; , 
for which YOll cannot fail of their: thanks, 
a.nd for this rcafon; thli:re are- perhaps a 

. dozen women in the world. who do not 
think themfel:veshand(ome~ but. I will 
venture to fay, nO,t one who does not 
think her[df agreeable, and that .£he 
has this namelefs charm, this fo much 
talked of I know 110t wkat,. which. is. fo 
much better than beauty. But to my 
Montefqt1ieu: . 

" There is fometimes, both inp~tfons 
'" and things, an invifible charrn, a natu
H ral grace, which we cannot define, and. 
" which we are therefore obliged to call 
t~ the ji ne !fai quoi. ' 

" It feems to me- that. this is an effect. 
~ principally founded on furprize. 

" We are totfched that a perfon pleafes 
" us more than £he feemed at firft to have 

" a right 
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" a right' to' do; and we a:re agreeably 
~, furprized that The fhould have known 
-(, how to conquer thofe defeCts ,which 
" our eyes fhewed us,' but wHich our 
"hearts no longer believe: 'tis for this 
,~ reafon that women, who are not hand
" foole, have often grac'es or agreecrble- 0 

" neffes; and' that beauJiful ,ones very 
" feldom have. 

" For a, beautiful perfon does generally 
" the very contrary of DW hat we expected; 
" fhe appears to us by degrees l~fs ami
" able, and, rfter having furprized us 
" plea4ngly, fhe furprizes us in a, con. 
" trary: ~anner; but the agreeable im~ 
,~, preffi6n is old, the difagreeable one 
," new: 'tis alfo feIdom that Beauties in
" fpire violent paffions, which are almoft 
" always referved for thofe who have 
", grac~s, that is to fay, agreeableneifes, 
" which ·we did not expeCt, and which 
'" we had no reafon to expect. 

B 6 
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" Magnificent habits have feldom grace,: 
"~ which the dreffes of fhepherdeffes often 
" have. ' 

. " ",Ve admire the majefty of the dra
U peries of Paul Veronefe, but we- are· 
" touched with the fimplicity of Raphael, 
~~ and the exactnefs of Corregio. 

" Paul Veronefe promifes ,much, and 
" pays all he promifea; Raphael and Cor
U regio promife little, and pay much, 
~.~ which pleafes us more. 

" Thefe graces, thefe agreeableneffes,. 
" are found often~r in the mind than 
H in· the countenance: the charms of a 
H beautiful countenance are feldom J.lidden~ 
" they appear atfirft view; but the mind 
U does not {hew itfelf exc~pt by degrees, 
" when it pleafes, and as much as it pleales; 
"' it can conceal itfelf in order to appear, 
" and give that fpecies of furprize to 
" which thofe graces, of which I fpeak,. 
" owe their exiftence. 

" This 
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" This grace, this agreeablenefs, is lefs 
'" in the countenance than in the manner; 

. " the manner changes every inftant, "and 
" can therefore every moment give us 
"the pteafllre of furprize: in one word, 
" ,a woman can be Handfome but in one 
," way, out fhe may be agreeable in a" 
" hundred thoufand." 

I like this doCtrine of Montefquieu's 
extremely, becaufe it gives every woman' 
her chance, and becaufe it ranks me above 
a thoufand handfomer women, in the dear 
power of infplring paffion. -

Cruel creature! why did you give me 
the idea of flowers? I now envy you your 
foggy climate: the earth ~ith YOLl is at 
this moment covered with a thoufand 
lovely children of the [pring; yvith us, it 
is an univerfal ·plain of fnow. 

Our beaux are terribly at a 10fs for 
fimilies: YOt! have lillies of the valley for 
comparifgns;. we nothing but what with 

the 
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tpe ~dea of whitenefs gives that of cold. 
nefs too. -

This is all the quarrel I have with Ca;. 
nada: the fummer is delicious, the win·" 
ter pleafant with all its feverities; . inK 
alas! the fmiling {pring is not here; we 
pars from winter to fummer in an inftantj 
and lofe the fprightly feafon of the Loves. 

A letter from the God of my idolatry 
'-I muft an[wer it inftantly. 

Adieu! Y O\.1rs, &c. 

L E T-
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L ET T ,E, R CXXVI. 

To Captain FITZGERALD. 

Y ES, I give permiffion; you may 
come this afternoon: there is fome

thing amufing enough in your dear non
fenfe; and, as my f~ther ~will be at Q!:1~
bec, I fhalI want amufement. '" 

It will aJfo furnifh a little chat for the 
mi:a:~s at ~lebec; a tete-It-tete, with a tall 
Irifhman is a fubjet1: which cannot efcape 
th,eir fagacity. -

Adieu! Yours,; 

A.F~ 

LET:.. 
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LET T E R CXXVIf. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, A prit 20. 

AFT ER my immenf.: letter to y.our 
love, my dear, you muff not expect 

me to fay much to your fair lad)dhip. 

-
I am glad to find you manage Temple 

fo admirably; the wifeft, the wildeft, the 
graveft, and the gay eft, are equally our 
£laves, when we have proper ideas- of pet
ticoat politics .. 

. I intend to compofe a code of laws for 
the government of hufbands,· and get it: 
tranOated into all the modern lanD'uages . b ~. 

which I apprehend will be of infinite be-
nefit to the· world. 

Do 
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Do you know I am a greater fool thart 
I imagined r You may remember I was 
always extremely fond of fweet waters. 
I left them off "lately, upon an -idea, 
though a miftaken one, that Fitzgerald 
did not like them: I yefterday heard him 
fay the contrary; and, without thinking 
'of it, went mechanically to my dreffing
rObm,and put lavender water on my 
handkerc hief. 

This -is, I am afraid, rather a {hong 
fymptom of my b<;.ing abfurd; however, 
I fird it pleafant to be fo, and' therefore 
give waY,to it. 

-It is divinely warm to-day, though the 
[now is ftill on the ground; it is melting 
faft however, which makes it impoffible 
for me to get to <l!:lebec. I {hall be 
confined for at leaft a week, and Emily 
not:with me: I die for amufement. Fitz.;
gerald ventures frill at the hazard of his 
own neck and his .horfes legs; for: the 
latter of which animals I have fo much 

compaffion, 
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compaffion, that I have ordered both to 
.feay at home a few days, which days I 
ilil,ill devote to frudy a~d contemplation, 
and little pert chit-chats with papa, wh<? 
is ten times more fretful at being kept 
within doors' than I am: I intend to 
win a little fortune of him at piquet be
fore the world breaks in upon Otlr foli
t:\.lde. Adieu! I am idle, but always, 

A. FERMOR, 

LET T E R CXXVlII • 

. To the Earl of ---

Silled, April 20. 

~T' . IS inde~d, my Lord, an advantage 
. for whIch we cannot be too thank ... 

ful to the Supreme Being, to be born in 
a country whofe religion and laws are 

[uch, , 
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fuch, as would have been the objeB::s of 
our willies, had we. been born in any 
other. 

Our religion, I would be underftood to 

:mean ChriH:iariity in general, carries in
ternal conv.iction by the excellency of its 
moral precepts, and its tendency to make 
mankind: happy ; and the ·peculiar mode 
of it eftahliilied in England breathes be .. 
yond all others· the mild·fpir-it of the 
Gofpel, and that charity whi~h embrace& 
all mankind as· brothers. 

Ids equally free from enthufiafm and 
f-uperfrition ; 'its: 'outward feFm is decent 
aFld· r-e:f.ipeetfilJ . wifhout: affett~d oftenta-, . 

. tion; . and what· thews- its excellence 
above· all . others is" that every other 
church allows it to. be the beft, except 
itfelf: and it is aneftabliihed rule,. that; 
he has. an . undou bted . rightr to; .the fir-ft· 
rank of merit, to whom every man allows: 
the. keond. 

As 
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As. to our government, it would be 
impertinent to praife it; all mankind al~ 
low it to be the mafter-piece of human 
wifdom .. 

It has the advantage of every othel: 
form, with as little of their. inconvenien
ces as the imperfeCtion attendant on al~ 
human inventions· will admit: it has th~ 

monarchic quicknefs of execution and 
ftability, the. arifFocratic; diffufi ve ftrength 
and wifdom. of counfe}, the democra~ 
tic freedom and, ~qual diftribution of 
property. 

When I mentio.n equal diftribution Q~ 
property,. I _wol~ld not be. unqedloqd'tQ 
mean- fuch an equality as neverexifte<;t;. 
nor can ejcift but in idea; but that gen~
raI, that comparative equality,.w.bich; 
leaves. to every: man the abfolute.· and' 
fafe poffeffion.of the fruits of his labors.,;l 
which foftens offenflve' diftinetions, and 
curbs pride, by leaving every order of 
men in fome degree depend~nt on the 

other ~ 
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.ather; "and admits' of thofegentle and 
ailTIoft imperceptible grad;tions,, which 
the poet fb well calls, 

" Th' according mtt"ficof a well-mix'd 
" fta~e.~) 

The prince IS here a. centre of union; 
an advantage, the want of which makes 
a democracy, which is fo beautiful in 
theory., the very worft of alLpoffible go
vernmetlts; exceptabfolut~ monarchy, in 
,practice. 

I am caned upon, my. Lord, to -.go to 
the citadel., :to fee the going away of the 
ite; an object fo new ·to m~, that I can
hot .refift ,the curiofity I have to fee it, 
though my going thither is attended with 
infinite difficulty .. 

Bell infifts on accompany1l1g me: I 
am afraid for her, bi.lt fhe wi 11 itot be re
fufed. 

At 
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At our retUJn~ I will haye : the ~6nor 
of writiqg again to your Lordfhip,qy the 
gentleman who carries this to New Y~rk, .. 

I have the honOl: to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordiliip's,&c. 

WM.FERMoR; 

LET T E R CXXIX., 

To the Earl of -. 

Silleri, April 20, Evening. r, 'W E are returned, my Lord, from' 
. having [een. an object as beautiful 

and 'magnificent in itfelf, as pleafing from 
the idea it gives of renewing once. more .. 
our intercourfe with Europe. 

Before 
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Before I faw the breaking up of the 
vaft body of ice, which forms what is 
here called the bridge, from ~ebec to 
Point Levi, I imagined there could be 
nothing ,in it worth attention; that the 
ice would pafs away" or diifolve gradually; 
day after day, as the influence.of the fun, 
and warm th of the air and earth increaf. 
ed; and tpat we ihould fee the river open, 
without haying obferved by what degrees 
it became fo. 

But I found the great ri1Jer, q;S the fa':, 
·vages with much propriety call. it, main
tain its di"gnity in this inft-ance as in all 
others, an~ aifert' i~s fuperiority over thofe 
petty fheams which we honor with the. 
names of rivers in England. Sublimity 
is the charaCteriftic of this weftern world; 
the loftinefs of-: the mountains, the gran
deur 'of the lakes and rivers, the' majefty 
of the 'rocksihaded with a piCturefque. 
variety of beal:1tiful trees and ihrubs, and 
crowned with ~he ~obleft of the offspring.' 

2 of 
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of the fordl:, "W hich form the bank,s· of 
the latter, .are as much beyond the power 
of fancy as that of defcription: a land-. 
fcape-painter might here expand his'ima
gination, and find ideas which he will 
feek in vain in our comparatively little, 
world. 

The objeCt of which I am fpeaking has· 
all the American magnificence. 

The ice before the town, or-, to fpeak in 
the Canadian ftile, tEe bridge, being of a 
fhicknefs not lefs than five feet, a league 
in length, and more than a mile bmad, 
refifts for a long time the rapid tide that 
attempts to force it from the banks. 

We are prepared by many previous cir
cumftances to expeCt fomething extraordi
nary in this event, if I may focall it:, 
eve~y increafe of heat in the weather for 
near- a month before the ice leaves the 

banks, 
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for thofe ·you fee venturing, to pjlfs it ill 
c-arrioles; yet one fr~fty night makes it 
again fo {hong, that even the ladies, and 
the timid amongft them, frill venture 
themfe1ves .over' in ipa-rtie:s of ~ pleafdre-; 
though gfoody alavmed at ,(Mir return~, 

if a few hours of uncommon 'warmth Vl .. 
('erv'ene . 

. Bllt~ooringthe laft fortnight, tne,:alarm, 
gl;owsindeed a very feriolls ane,: the eye 
c~n diftinguHh, even at a cQnfiderable 

, , 
d-iftance, -that the ice is: foitened ami 
deta}:fled from the banks !t .and you dread 
every ftep being death to thofe wh~ have, 
frill the temerity to pafs it, which they 
vim continue aiway's to do'dU one iwrliore 
p.ay their rafhnefs' with tl~eir lives. 

From the time the ke is no longer a 
bridge ;01'1: which yOti fee crowds dri~ing 
wi-th fuch' vivacity 6nbufinefs or pleafure.:, 
~~yone :is look~pg eager-Iy (or its break. , 
ing away, to remove the bar to m.e conti-
':-':V;OL', III. C , nual1y 

, ' 
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ri'uaUy wiibed, and "eipeCted 'event, of the 
atrivaloffl1ips fWnT that w~rld from" 
whence we have feemed fo>long in a 'man"'" 
ne( excluded. 

The hqur is C0me; I h,g,vebeen wjt~ a, 
c,rowd of both 1exes, , ,and allra,nks, hail
ing' the propitious moment: ollr fituation~ , 
on the top of Cape DiamQnd, gave us' a 
profpeCl: fome leagues above and below 
the town; above Cape Diamond the river 
was open, it was fo below Point! Levi, 
the rapidity.of the current having [Greed, 
a paffage for the water under the tran:(pa-

J 

rent bridge, whieh foJ," more than a league 
continued finn. 

Wefrood waiting with all the eagernefs, 
of expecl:ati'on,;, the ti'de ,came ruihing 
with an amazing impetuofity; the bridge 
feemed to fluke, yet refifted the force of 
the warer~ ,the tide recoik:d, it made"a' 
paufe, 'it ,flood frill, it r~turned with re
doubled,fury, the immenfe maf~ of ice 
gave way. 

A. viil: 
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Avail- plain appeared ;in motion; it ad
y,anced withfolemn and majeftic pace: the 

, points of l~ndonthe banks of tl;1e river 
for a few moment~ fropped' ,it,s progrefs; 
but the immenfe w~ight, of fo prodigious 
a booy, <:arried along by a rapid current, 
bore dQ\~n all oppoL,itionwitha force 
irre~ftiDle. 

There j$ no ; gefqibing hmv,. beautiful 
the op~ning .riyer::appear~, . every 'mom.ent 
gaining on the .(ight, till, in a time lefs 
,~han can, poffibly ope .imagin~d,! the ice 
paffiI)g Point Levi, .is hid in ope -piOI1}~1jlt 
l?y th<:'!projeCl;jng land, anq all is on~,e 
nlore a dear plain before yo,u ~ giving 
.at once the, pleafing, but unc~nneCl:ed, 

- jd"eas of t~at direEt intercourfe with Europ.e 
from Jw,hich weha~e b~e.~[o many months 
e~clud<1d, and of the earth's again ope~
.ing)~er fertile bofom, to f(laft qureyes and 
imagiI)ati~n with ~1er various verdant and 
ijowery pr'od,uCl:ions. ' 

C 2 lam 
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I an'} afraid I have conveyed a very in
adequate idea of the :fcene which has juft 
p-a:ffed before· me; it however ftrud~ me 
fa ftrongly, that it was impoffible forme 
not to attempt jt~-

If my paintirlg has the leaft refeth·blance 
to the original, your Lordihip- will agree 
with me, that the very vitiffitudes of [ea
fon here: partake of the tt:iblifuity whichJo 
ftro·ngTyCharaEter1zes the cOl.mtI:y. 

The changes of fearon in England, be .. 
·ing flow and gradual, are but faintly fdt; 
but being here fuddert, ,inftant, violeht, 
afford to the mind, with tne lively plea
·[ure arifing frolD. meer change, the very· 
high additional one ~f its being accompa;' 
nied with gl'andeltr. "I have the honor t.O 
:be· 

". , 
My Lord, 

Yo·ur Lbrdfhip's, &c; 
WILLIAM FER.MOR. 

LET,,: 
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LET -T E R'CXXX. 

I,o Mrs. t,El\f p ~ E, pall ¥all. 

'Apti12;;'; 

CERTAINLY, my ,~H?r,y~q an~ 
• ' fo far rIght; a mlI1 may be in many 

Tefpects 'w,l~~ ~9Ql~~R.EY.J?~~& _than-{@me 
\-vomen who_continue ip the wO~'lci; her 
fitLlation is, I aiiow,paradife to that~f a 
ffli3-rrieq woman, pfj~n0bHi~y~n4 ,hoRor, 

,who diflike;s h~r hu(b~nd •. 

The cruelty therefore of fome parents 
:ber~, who f~crj&ce their chilp.ren:~Ff{l ~va
rice, in fQr~ing qr {equcing _ thf_1;11 . intp 
convents, would appear more ihiking, if 
wecijd no~ fe;~ -W~ many ~n Erg1ap,d guilty 
,of the fame_~nhum~ni.tf', ,th9:~gh,in_ ~;Hjf-
feren! mi1pq~r, by ,,~arfying ·~4~1}jl. ~gaipft 
~hei~ inGlin~~iQq.,. 

YOW" 
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Your letter re-minds ine of what a 
French married lady here faid to me on 
this'very fubject ~ I was exclaimingvio .. 
lently ag~in.ft convents; and pa,rt~cularly 
urgihg,'~hat I thought unanfwerable~ the 
extreme hardihlp of one circumftance; 
tehat, _ .however unhappy the flate w:as 
'folln'd on trial, there was no retreat; that 
·it. was forli}'e. 

M~daine De ---.:. turned quick, "An~ 
U is not -marriage- for life ?" 

,,- Tnle, Madam ; and, what is wor(e; 
" without a year of prob'ation. I confeis, 
U the force of your argume~t.'~ 

I have' never aared fince to mention 
convents before Madame De -. 

Between; you and I, LtlCY, ids a little 
urireafonable that people wiUcome toge
therentirely.upon fordid principles, -and 
then wonder they are not happy: in de-

licate 



licate: minds, love~ :is fddomo dieq··cGrffe;. 
q uenee of marriage. 

_ It is not abfolutely ce:ttain that a mar~' 
riage of which .lov:~ is theifo:undatiOFL will 
. pe happy.;; :bu! it is infallibl~,( nbe!ieve, 
-that in(\) other .:can \be fa' to .foukcapable 
of ten:d~mefs.· 

. ',Half the world, YOll wilLp-Ieafe to()b'; 
Save, have no,. fouls; at Idrft; none: .but .... 
of the vegetable and animal kinds; to this 
fpecies of beings, love and fentiment' are 
entirely unneceffary; they were made' to 
travel throllgh life in a ftate of mi~nd nei
ther quite awake nor 'afleep; 'and it is 
perfetUy:equaL to them.iIi what 'company 
they take the journey. 

You,' and,:!, my dear, are fomething 
awa~~ned.; therefore it is neceffary we 

. 1ht;>tild love vyhere we m-arry, and forth~s 
re,afon: .. our.fouls,. being of the. attiv:e 
I{i;np, q.n nev;er be totally at reft; there
fore,' if we iere not to love ~ur. .hufbands, 

C 4 we 
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-we fhOllld be in dreadful danger of loving 
iomebody eIfe. 

For my part,. whatever tall maiden 
auntB and ccuilns may fay of the inde
cency of a young woman's diftinguifuing 
one J!lanfrom another,and of love coming 
after marriage; I -think marrying, in that 
-expectation, on fober prudent principles, 
a man One 1 diaikes~the moil: deliberate, 
and fhameful degree of viae of which the 
human mind is capable. 

I cannot help ()bferving here, that the 
great aim of modern education feerns 
[0 be, to eradicate the beft impulfes of 
'the human heart., love, friendfuip, com
paffion, benevolence; to deftroy the 
1ocial, and encreafe the felfiili principle. 
Parents wifely attempt to root out thore 
affections which fhould only be direCted 
to proper objeCts, and which Heaven 
gave us as the means of happinefs; not 
tonfidering that the fueeefs of [neh an at
tempt is doubtful; and that, if they fuc-

cced) 



EMILY MnNTAGUE. 33; 

ceed, they~ake; £rom)ife aU its fweetnefs,. 
and reduce it to a dull una&ive round of 
taftelefs days,. f.car:eel}' raifed. above vege
tation. 

If my ideas of dlings are right, the hu~ 
man·J'f.lind is narurally virtuous; :the bu
fIDefs of education is therefore lefs to give 
us good impreffi-ons, which we have from. 
nature, . than to guard us again.f1:. bad 
ones, which are generally acquired. 

,And fo ends my fermon: 

Adieu ! my dear I' 

Your faithfur 

C5 
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A letter from~;yo\!n~ brother; I bdi€,ve 
the dear:creature is out .6fhis wits: Eqlily 
·h.ascortfented to ,marry,him, ansi one would 
imagine by his joy that nobody was' .ev.er 
married before. 

He is going'to Lake Chatpplain, to fiiX' 
:on ris feat of empire; or rather Emily's; 
Jor1 fee-rue will be the reigning queen, 
,and he only h~r majefty's confort. 

I am going to ~ebe,<::; two or three 
dry days have made tbe roads palfable for 
fmnmer carriage~:;Fitzgerald' is come to 
fetch me, Adieu! 

Eight o'doclc. 

I am come back, have feen Emily, who 
is the happieft woman exifting; fhe has 
h.~~Jd from your pr9~her:. and in fuch 

~erms~ 
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terms-his letter breathes the very foul of 
tendernefs. I willi they were richer. . I 
don't half relilli their fettIing in Canada; 
but, rather than not live together, I be
lieve they would confent to be fet afhore 
on a defert i!land. Good night. 

LET T E R CXXXI. 

To the Earl of -. 

Silleri, April 25; 

T HE p1eafure the mind finds in travel
. ling, has undoubtedly, my Lord, its 

{ource in that love of novelty, that delight 
in acquiring new ideas,which is interwoven 
in its very frame~ "which fuews irfe1f on 
every occaGon from infancy to age, w hieh 
is the firft pamon of the human mind, 

. and the laft. 

C Q There 
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There is nothing the mind of man ab~ 
. hors fo much as a [tate of reft: the great 
fecret of happinefs is to keep the foul in 
continual aCtion, without thofe violent 
exertions 1 which wear out its powers) 
and dull its capacity of enjoyment; -it 
fhould have exercife, not labor. 

Vice may juftly be called the fever
'Of the foul, inaction its lethargy; paf
non, under the guidance of virtue, its. 
health. 

I have the pleafure to fee my daughter's 
coquetry giving place to a tender affeCtion 
for a very worthy man, who feerns formed 
to make her happy: his fortune is eafy ; 
he is a gentleman, and a man of worth 
and honor, and, what perhaps inclines me 
to be more partial to him, of my own 
profeffion. 

I mention the laft circumftance in order 
to introduce a requeftl that your Lordlhip 

W'Ol.11d 
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. would have the goodnefs to employ tha.t 
intereft for him in the . purchafe of a 
majority, which you have fo generoufiy 
offered to me; I am determined, as there 
is no profpeCl: of real duty, to quit the 
army, and retire to that quiet which is f<> 
pleafing at my time of life: I am pri. 
vately in treaty with a gentleman for my 
company, and propofe returning to Eng
land in the firft {hip, to give in my re
flgnation : in this point, as well as that of 
ferving Mr. Fit:zgerald, I ihall without 
fcruple call upon your Lordfbip's friend
ihip. 

I have fetded every thing with Fitz-· 
gerald, but without faying a word to Bell; 
and he is to feduce her into matrimony as 
foonas he can, without my appearing at 
all interefted in the affair ~ he is to aik my 
c.onfent in form, though we have already 
fettled every preliminary. 
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All this, as well as my intention of 
quitting the army, is yet a [eeree to my 

daughter. 

But to the queftions your Lordfhip does 
me the honor to aik me in regard to the 
Americans, I mean thok of our old co10-
n~es: (hey appear to me, from all I have 
heard and feen of them, a rough, ignorant, 
poG.tive, very Itififh, yet hofpitable peo-

1 PLt". 

Strongly attached totheir own opinions, 
but {HI more [0 to their interefts, in 
regard to whIch they have inconceiv
able fagaci[y and addrefs; but in all 
oth·~r refpeCts I think naturally inferior 
to the Europeans; as education does. [0 

mllch, it is however diffic.ult to a[cer
tain this. 

I am rather of opinion they would not 
have refufed fubmiffion to the ftamp act, 

or difpllted the power of the legiDature at 
home, 

9 
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home, had not their minds been firft em~ 
bittert:d by what touched their interefrs 
fa nearly, the reftraints laid on Iheir. trade 
with the French and Spaniih iettlements, 
a trade by which England was an im
menfe-gainer; and by which only a few 
enormouD y rich Weft IndIa planters were 
hurt. 

Every advantage you give the North 
Americans in trade centers at laft in the 
mother country; (hey are the bees, who 
roam abroad for that: honey which enriches 
the paternal hive. 

Taxing them immediately after their 
trade is reftrained, feerns like dryingLlp 
the [ouree, and expetting the fheam 
to flow. 

Yet too much care cannot be taken 
to fu pport the majefty of govern men t, 
and affert the dominion of the parent 
~ountry~ 

A good 
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A good mother will confult the intereft 
and happinefs of her children, but will ne~. 
ver fuffer her authority co bedl[puted •. 

, An equal mixture of mijdnei"s and [pirie 
cannot. faw of bringing thefe r:-)ifbken ?eo
pIe, mined bya few ofv'iolent u:mper and 
ambitious views,. into a juft fenfe ofthcir 
duty. 

I have the honor to be,. 

My Lor¢, ,&c~ 

WILLIAM FE.RMOL~ 

LET~ 
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L E r T E R CXXXII. 

To Mrs. T E M P LE, Pall Mall. 

May 5-

I HAVE got my Emily again, to my 
great joy; I am nobody without her. 

As the roads are already very good, we 
walk and ride perpetually, and amufe our
felves as well as we C<in, en attendant your 
brother, who is gone a fettlement hunting. 

The quicknefs of vegetation in this 
country is aftoniihing; though the hills 
are frill covered with [now, and though 
it even continues in ii)ots in the valJiesu 

the latter with the trees and fhrubs in the 
woods are already in beautiful verdure; 
and the earth every where putting forth 
flowers in a wild and lovely vanety and 
prQfufion. 

'Tis 
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'Tis JmaziJjgly pleaflng to fee the ftraw
berries and wild panfies peeping their licd 
tIe foohn) heads from beneath the [now. 

Emily and I are prodigiouny fond after 
having been feparatecf; it is a divine relief 

to us both, to have again the delight of 
talking of our lovers to each other: we 
have been a month divided; and neither 
of us have had the confolation of a friend 
. to .be fooliih to. 

Fitzgerald dines with 11S: he comes. 

Adieu! yours, 

L ET-
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LET T E R CXXXIII. 

To the Earl of --. 

Silleri, May S~ 

My·Lord; 

I HAVE been converfing, if the expre{: 
. fran is not improper when I have not: 
had an opportunity of fpeaking a fyllable:t 
more than two hours with a French officer.,. 
who has declaimed the whole time with the 
moft aftonifuing volubility, without utter~ 
ing one word which could either entertain 
or inftruCl: his hearers; and even without 
ftarting any thing that deferved the name 
of a thought. 

People who have no ideas out of the 
common road are, I believe, generally the 
greateft t~lkers, becaufe all their thoughts 
are lQYV enough for common converfation; 

. whereas 
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whereas thofe of more elevated under.' 
ftandings have ideas which they cannot 
eafily communicate except to perfons of, 
equal capacity with themfelves. 

This might be brought as an argument 
of the inferiority of womens underftanding 
to olirs, as they are generally greater talk. 
ers, if we did not confider the limited 
and trifling educations we give them; 
inen, 0lQ10ngft other aqvantages, have that 
~of acqlJiring a greater vari~tyas well n_S 
fLlblimity of ideas. 

Women who have converfed_much with 
men are undoubtedly in general the moa, 
pleafing companions; b.ut thi:; only .(h~w.s 

. of what they are capable when properly 
educated, Lince they improve fo greatly·by 
that accidental and limited opponunity of 
acquiring know.ledge. 

Indeed the two f~xesare e-q ual gainers, 
by converfing with each other: there is a 

I, " 

,mutual 
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mutual cL·{1re Gf pleaiing, in a.mixed' con ... 
verfation, ref'll' o..!lh:;j by politeriefs. which 
fets every amiabk quality in a ftronger 
light. 

Bred ih ignorance from one age to 
a:nother~ women can learn little of their 
Own fex. 

. I have often thought this the re-aroB 
why officers daughters are in general more 
~greeable than other wom~n in an equal 
rank of life. 

. I am almo.a tempted to bring Bell as 
an inftance; but I know the blindnefs 
and partiality of nature, and therefore 
ch~ck what paternal tendernefs would 
dictate. 

I am fhoc~ed at what your Lordfhip 
tells me of Mifs H-. I know her 
imprudent, I believe her virtuous: a great 
Bow of [pirits has been ever hurrying her 

10 into 
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into indifcretions; but allow me to fay, 
my Lord, it is particularly hard to fix the 
charaCter by our conduct; at a time of life 
when we are not competent judges of 
our own actions; and when the hurry and 
vivacity of youth carries us to commit a 
thoufand follies and indifcrerions, for 
which we bluili when the empire of reafon) 
begins. 

Inexperience and opennefs of temper 
betray us in early life into improper con':' 
nexions; and the very conftancy, and no
blends of nature, which charaCterize the 
beft hearts, continue the delufion. 

, I know Mi[s H- perfeCtly; and am 
convinced, if her father will treat her as a 
friend, and with the indulgent tendernefs 
of affection endeavor to wean her from a 
choice fo very unworthy of her, he will 
infallibly fucteed; but :if he treats her 
with harfhnefs, ilie is loft for ever. 

- He 
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,He is too ftern in his behaviour, too 

r1gid in his morals: it is the intereft 
of virtue to' be' reprefented as fhe is, 
lovely, fmiiing, and ever walking hand 
in hand with pleafure: we w.ere form
ed to be happy, and to contribute 
to the happinefs of our fellow-creatures; 
there are nb' real virtues but the focial 
ones. 

. "Tis :the enemy of human kind who has 
thrown around us the gloom of fuperfti
tion, and q,ught that aufterity and volun
tary mifery is virtue. 

, , 

~,'If moraliil:s, would indeed improve hu-
man natwe, they fhould endeavor to ex-, , 
pand, not to contract the heart; . they 
ipould build their fyftem on the pafIions 
and affections, the only foundations of 
the nobler virtu.es. 

From the partial reprefentations of nar-' 
row-minded bigots, who paint the Deity 
from their own gloomy conceptions, the 

young 



48 THE HIS T 0 JR. Y 0 11 ~' , 

young are too often frighted Jr~m tihe 
paths of virtue; defpairing of ideal per
feCtions, they give up all virtue as unat
tainable, and !tart afide from the toad 
which they falfely fuppo[e ftrewed with 
thorns~ 

I have ftudied the heart with fome at
tention; and am convinced every' parent, 
who will take the pains to gain his chil
drens friendfhip, will for ever be the 
guide and arbiter of their conduct: 1 
fpeak from a happy experience. 

, 
Notwithfranding all my daughter fays 

in gaiety of heart, fue would [ooner even 
relinquifu the man fue loves, than offend' 
a father in whom fue has always found 
the tendereft and moil: faithful of friends. 
I am interrupted, and have only time to 
fay, I have the honor t6, be, 

My Lord, &c~ 

L E T-
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LET T E R CXXXIV,: 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Silled, May 13. 

MADAME Des Roches has juft 
. left us; {he returns to-day to the 

Kamaraikas : {he came to take leave of 
us, and ,{hewed a concern at parting from 
Emily, which really affected me. - She 
~s a molt amiable woman; yet I think 
my fweet· friend is not forry for her 
return: {he loves her, but yet cannot 
abfolutely forget {he has been her rival, 
and is as well fatisfied that {he leaves 
~ebec before your brother's arrival. 

The weather is lovely; the earth is in 
all its verdure, the trees in foliage, and 
no fnow but on the fides of the moun-' 
~ains ; we are looking eagerly out for 
fuips from dear England: I expect by 

VOL. III. D th~m 
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them volumes of letters from my Lucy. 
We expect your brother in a week: in 
iliort, we are all hope and expectation; 
our hearts beat at every rap of the door, 
fuppoung it brings intelligence of a {hip, 
or of the dear man. 

Fitzgerald takes (1.1(11 amazing pains 
to pleafe me, th at I begin to think it is 
pity fo much attention :/hould. be thrown 
away; and am half inclined, from meet' 
compaffion, to follow the example you 
have [0 heroically iet me. 

Abfolutely, Lucy, it requires amazing 
refolution to marry. 

Adieu! yours, 

A. FERMOR., 

LET, 
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LET T E R CXXXV. 

To Colonel RIVERS, at M<>nt-real. 

Silleri, May u;. 

I A M returned, my Rivers, to my 
fy.reet friend, and have again the dear 

delight of talking of you without re
ftraint; ihe bears with; fhe indulges me 
in, all my weaknefs; if that name Q71ght 
t.o be given to a ten~derne[s ?f which: t~~ 
objeCt is the moft exalted and worthy 
of his [ex. 

It was impoffible I fhould ,npt ~avci 
•. '. ,.J.. \, ( 

loved you; the foul· that fpoke. in thofe. 
eloquent eyes told me, thefirft g1-oment 
we met; our hearts were :forme,d for each 
other; I Jaw in that amiabie tOt1~t~-' 
nance ~ lenrtbilityfini,il~r t6 illy -·owr;,c 
but which I had till the'n fought ih va'j:ri If 
I faw th~re thofe benevolent ·fn~il6s, 'v/hith 

D 2 are 
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are the marks, and the emanations of 
virtue; th0fe thoufand graces which 
ever accompany a mind confclous of its 
own dignity, and fatisfied with itfeW; 
in {hort, that menta} beauty which IS 

the expre~s image of the Deity. 

What defence had I againft you, my 
Rivers, fince your merit was fueh that 
my reafon approved the weaknefs of my 
heart? 

We have loft Madame Des Roches; we 
'were both in tears at parting; we ~m~ 
braced, I preffed her to my bofom: I 
love her, my dear Rivers; I have an af
feCt:i9n for her which I [caree know how 
fo 'defcdbe. r faw her every day, I 
fOl,;ndinfinite pleafure in being with 
her; 'rue th1ked of you, fhe praifed you, 
nnd 'mY heart was [oothed; I however 
found 'it impoffible to mention your 
n~:ne to h~r; a referve for which I 
Ql:J.JiI9.t account; I found pleafure in 
i09i~ing at her from the, idea that ollie' 

5 was 
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was dear to you, that ILe felt for you 
the tendereft friendIhip: rio you know I 
think fhe has forne refemblance of you? 
there is fomething in her [mile, which 
gives me an idea of YOll. 

Shall I, however, own all my folly? 1 
never found this plea[ure in feeing her 
when you were prelent: on the contrary" 
your attention to her gave me pain : I 
was jealous of every look ;-1 even fawher 
amiable qualities with a degree of ehvy, 
which checked the pleafure I fhould other
wife .have found in her converfation. 

There is always, I fear, fome injuftice; 
, , 

mixed with love, at Ie aft with Jove fo 
~rdent and tender as mine. 

You, my Rivers, will however pardon: 
that injuftice which is a proof of my ex .. 
€efs of tendernefs. ' 

Madame Des Roches has promife'd to 
wr.ite to me: indeed I will love her; I wiII 

D 3 conquer 
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conquer this little remain of jealoufy, and 
do juftice toithe moft gentle and amiable 

of women. 

Why ilio111d I diilike her for feeing you 
with my eyes, for having a foul whofe 
feelings ref£mble my own? 

I have obferved her voice is foftened, 
and trembles like mine, when fhe names 
you. 

My Rivers, you were formed to charn} 
the heart of woman; there is more plea
fu're in loving you, even without_ the hope· 
of a'return, than in the adoration of all 
your fex: I pity every woman who is fo 
infenfible as to fee you without tendernefs.' 
This ig the only fault I ever found in Bell 
Fermor: rr:le has the moll lively frien-d

ihrp for you, but fhe has feen you with-' 
out love. Of what materials m uft her 
heart be com pofed ? 

No 
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. No other man can infpire the fame fen-

. timents with my Rivers; no other man 
can deferve ~hem: the delight of loving 
you appearsto me fo fuperior to all other 
pleafures, that, of all . human beings, if 
I was not Emily Montague, I would be 
Madame Des Roches. 

I bluih for what I have written; yet 
why bluih for having a foul to difcinguiih 
perfeCtion, or why conceal the real feel
ings of my heart? 

I will never hide a thought from you ;' 
you {hall be at once the confidant and the 
dear objeCt of my tcnderne[s. ._< 

In what words-my Rivers, you rule 
every emotion of my heart; difpofe as you 
pleafe of your Emily: yet, if you allow 
her to forma willi in oppofition to yours, 
indulge her in the tranfport of returning 
you to your friends: let her receive yO"ll 
from the hands of a mother, whofe happi
nefs you ought to prefer even to hers. 

D + VVhy 
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Why will you talk of the mediocrity of 
your fortune? have you not enough :fbr 
every real want ? much lefs, with you, 
would make your Emily bleft ! what have 
the trappings of life to do wi th happi
nefs ? 'tis only facrificing pride to love 
and filial tendernefs; the worft of human 
paffions to the beft. 

I have-a thoufand things to fay, but am 
forced to fteal this moment to write to 
you: we have fome French ladies_ here" 
who are eternally coming to my apart.,. 
mente 

They are at the door. Adieu! 

Yours, 

EMILY MON-T AGVE. 

LE_T-
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LET T E R' cxxxvt· 

To the Earl of -. 

S-iUeri, May I zi 

I T were indeed, my. Lord, to be wifhed 
that we had here [chools, at the ex-' 

pence of the public, to teach Englifh to 
the rifing generation: nothing is aftronger 
tie of brotherhood and affetlion, a grearer 
cement of union, than fpeaking one coni~: 
mon language. 

The want of attention to this circum.::" 
france has, I 3.m tbld,_ had the worft effeB:s' 
poffible in the province of New Yark, 
where th~ people, efpecially at a diftance 
from the capital, continuing to fpeak-' 
Dutch, retain their affection for their 
ancient mait-ers, -and frill look on rheir 

D 5 Engliih 
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Englifh fellow fubjects as, fhangers and. 
intruders. 

The Canadians are the more eafily to 
be won to this, or whatever eIfe their' 
own, or the general good requires, as 
their nobleIfe have tfie ffrongeft attach
ment to a court, and that favor is the' 
great object. of their ambition; were 
Englifh made by degrees the court 
language, it wQuld foon be. univerfal1y
fpoke. 

( 

. Of the three great fprings of the human. 
heart, intereft, pleafure, vanity, the 1aft 
appears to me much the ftrongeft in the. 
Canadians; and I am convinced the molt 
forcible tie their nobleffe have to France, 
is, their unwillingnefs to part with their 
croix de St. Louis: might not therefore 
fome order of the fame kind be inftituted 
for Canada, and given to all who 'have 
the croix, on their fending back the enfigns 
they now wear, which are inconfiJtent 
with the,ir allegiance as Britifh fllbj~as ? ;. 

Might. 
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Might not fuch an order be contriv
ed, to be given at the difcretion of the 
governor, as well to the Canadian gen
tlemen who merited moil: of the go
vernment, as to the Englifh officers of 
a certain rank, and fu~h other Engliih 
as purchafed eftates,' and [ettled in the 
country? and, to give it additional 
luftre, the governor, for the time being" 
be always head of the ordft1" ? 

'Tis poffible. fomething of the fame 
kind all over America might be alfo of 

. fervice; the paffions of mankind are 
nearly the fame every where: at leaft I 
never yet faw the foil or climate, where 
vanity did not grow; and till all man
kind become philofophers,. it is by their 
paffions they muft be governed. 

The common people, by w·l1om I 
mean the pi:'a{;wtry, ha\7e been gre.a:: 
gainers hereby 'the change of mafters; 
their property is' mqre iecure" their 

D 6 indepen,..-
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independence greater, their profits much 
more than doubled: it is not them there.
fore whom it is neceffary to ga.in. 

Th.e nobleffe, on the contrary, -nave 
been in a great degree undone: they have· 
100: their employs, their ,rank, their 
confideration, and many of them their 
fortunes. 

It is therefore equally confonant to' 
good policy and to humanity that they 
1nould be confidered, and in the way 
moO: acceptable to them; the rich con
ciliated by little honorary diftinB:ions, 
thofe who are otherwife by iharing in 
aU lucrative employs; and all of them 
by bearing a part in the legifrature . Qf 
their country. 

The great· objects here feern to be tOo 
heal thofe wounds, which paft unhappy 
difputes have left frill in fome degree 
open; to unite the French and Engliih, 
the civil. and military) in one firm body ~ 

to 
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to raife a revenue, to encourage agricul
ture, and efpecially the growth of hemp 
and flax; and find a ftapJe, fOl the im
provement of a commerce, which at pre-
fent labors under a thoufand difadvan-
tages . 

'. - I -- .- .-

. Bu,!';! ,iihall fay little on this or any po': 
Etica! fubjeCl: relating to Canada, for a 
reafon which, whiHt I am in this colony~ 
it would look like flattery to give: let it 
fuffice to fay; that, humanly fpeaking, it 
is impoffible that the inhabitants of this 
province ih<?ulcl be otherwife than happy. 

, -

I have the honor to be" 

My ,LOl'<i, &c~ 

WILLIAM FERMOR~' 

L E To: 
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LET T E R CXXXVIL' 

To Mrs. T E M P L E, Pall Mall. 

, Silleri, May 20. 

I CON FE S S the fact, my dear; I am, 
thanks to papa, amazingly learned, 

and all that, for a yo,-lng lady of twenty
two: yet you will allow I am not the 
worfe; no creature breathing would ever 
find it out: envy itfelf muft confers, I 
talk of lace and blond like another chri[g 
tian woman. 

t have been thinking, Lucy, as indeed 
my ideas are generally a little pindaric, 
how entertaining and improving would 
be the hiftory of the human heart, if 
people fpoke all the truth, and painted 
themf,.:-lves as they really are; that is to 
fay, if all the world were as fincere and 

honeft: 
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honeft as I am; for, upon my word, I 
have [(1ch a contempt for hypocrify, that, 
upon. the whole, I have always appeared 
to have fewer good qualitic;s than I ceally 
have. 

I am afraid we fhould find in the 
heft charaCters, if we withdrew the veil, 
a mixture of errors and inconfiftencies, 
which \vould greatly !eifen ouc venera
tion. 

Papa has been reading me a wife lee':: 
ture, this morning, on playing the fool: 
I reminded him, that I was now arrived 
at years of indifcretion; that every body 
muit have theic day; and that thofe who 
did not play the fool young, ran a haza;d 
of doing it when ib would not half fo 
well become them. 

A propos to playing the fool, I am ftrong': 
ly inclined to believe I fhall marry. 

Fitzgerald 
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Fitzgerald is fo aftonifhingly preffing-'
Bdides, fome how or other, I don't feeL 
happy without him; the creature has 
fomething of a magnetic virtue; I find 
myfelf generally, without knowing it, on, 
the fame !ide the room with him, and 
often in the next chair; and lay a thO\]o

{and little fchemes to be of the fame party> 
at cards. 

I write pretty fentiments in my pocket:':
book, and carve his name on trees when 
nobody fees me: did you think 'it poffible_ 
1 could be fuch an idiot? 

I am as abfurd as even the gentle love; 
fick Emily. 

1 am thinking, my dear, how happy it_ 
i~, !ince moil human beings differ fo ex", 
tremely one from another, that Heaven 
has given us the fame variety in our taftes. 

Your brother is a divine fellow, and yet 
fJh~re isa faucinefs about Fitzgerald which 

pleafes. 



EMILY ·MONTAGUE. 65 

pleafes me better; as he has told me a 
thoufarid times, he thinks me infinitely 
more agreeable than Emily. 

Adieu I .1 am going to ~ebec. 

L ET T E R CXXXVIII~ 

ToMrs. TE MP L E, Pall Mall. 

May 20, Evening.: 

10 triurnpbe! Afhip from England! 
You can have no idea' of the univerfal 

tranfport at the fight; the whole town was. 
on the beach, eagerly gazing at the charm
ing fhanger, who danced gaily on the 
waves, as if confcious of the pleafure fhe 
iofpired. 

If 
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If our joy is [0 great, who preferve a 
correfpondence with Europe, through our 
other colonies, during the winter, what 
muD: that of the French have been, who 
were abfolutely fuut up fix months from 
the reft of the world? 

I can [carce conceive a higher delight 
than they muft have felt at being thus 
refrored to a communication with man-
kind. . ,JJ! 

The letters are not delivered; our fer~ 
vant frays for them at the poft-office; we 
expeCt him every moment: if I have not 
volumes from you, 1 ihall be very angry. 

He comes. Adieu! I have not patience 
to wait their being brought up frairs. 

YOtlrs, 

They 
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They are here; fix letters from you; 
I !hall give three of them to Emily 
to read, whilft I read the reft: you 
are very good, Lucy, and I will 
never call you lazy again. 

LET T E R CXXXIX. 

To Mifs FER MO R, at Silleri. 

Pall Mall, April S • 

. WHILST I was fealing my letter, 
. I received yours of the Iit of Fe-
bruary. 

I am exceffively alarmed, my dear; 
at the account it gives me of Mifs Mon
tague's having broke with her lover, and 
of my brother's extreme affection for 
her. 

I did 
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I did not dare to let my mother fee 
that letter, as I am convinced the very 
idea of a marriage which muft for ever 
feparate her from a fan fhe loves to ido
latrj, would be fatal to her; fhe is al
tered finte his leaving England more 
than you can imagine; fhe is grown 
p0,:~ and thin, her vivacity has entirely 
left her. Even my marriage fcarce feem
ed ,to give her pleafure;. yet fuc;h is per 
delicacy, her ardor for his happinefs, fhe. 
will not fuf!er me to fay .this to him, IdE 
it fhould conftrain him, and prevent his 
making himftlf happy in his own way <> 

I often 'find her in tears in her apart
ment; {he affects a fmile when {he fees. 
me, but it is a fmile which cannot de-· 
ceive one who knows her whole foul as 
I do. In {hort, I am convinced fhe will 
not live long unlefs my brother returns. 
She never names him without being 
foftened to a degree not to be ex,..· 
preffed~ 
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Amiable and lovely as you reprefent 
this charming woman, and great as the 
facri.fi.ce is £he has made to my brother, it 
feems almoft cruelty to willi to break his 
attachment to her; yet, fituated as they 
are, what can be the confequence of their 
indulging their tendernefs at prefent, but 

- ruin to both? 

At all events, however, ~y dear, I in.:' 
treat, I conjure you, to prefs my brother's 
immediate return to England; I am con
vinced, my mother's life depends on feeing 
him. 

I have often been tempted to write to 
Mifs Montague, to ufe her influence with 
him even againft herfelf. 

, . 
If fhe loves him, ihe will have his true 

happinefs at heart; ilie will confider -what 
a mind like his muft hereafter fuffer, 
fhould his fondnefs for her be fatal to the 

beft 
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beft of mothers; fhe will urge, fhe will 
oblige him to return, and make this ftep 
the condition of preferving her tender
nefs. 

Read this letter to her; and tell her~ 

it is to her affection for my brother, to 
her generofity, I truft for the life of a 
parent who is dearer to me than my 
exiftence. 

T ell her my heart is hers, that I will 
receive her as my guardian angel, that 
we will never part, that we will be 
friends, that we will be lifters, that I 
will omit nothing poffible to make her 
happy with my brother in England, and 
that I have very rational hopes it may 
be in time accomplifhed; but that, if 
:!he marries him in Canada, and fuffers 
him to purfue his prefent ddign, fue 
plants a dagger in the bofom of her 
who gave him life. 

10 I [caree 
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I fcarce know what I would fay, my 
dear Bell; but I am wretched; I have 
no hope but in you. Yet if Emily is all 
you reprefent her-

I am obliged to break off: my mother 
is here; fhe muH: not fee this letter. 

Adieu! your affectionate 

Lucy TEMPLE; 

L E T~ 
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LETTER CXL: 

To Mrs. T EM P L E, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, May Z l. 

YOUR letter of the 8th of April, my 
dear, was firft read by Emily, being 

one of the three I gave her for that pur~ 
pofe, as I before mentioned. 

She went through it, and melting 
into tears, left the room without fpeaking 
a word: !he has been writing this 
morning, and I fancy to you, for £he en~ 
quired when the mail fet out for Eng .. 
land, and feemed pleafed to hear it went 
to-day. 

I am exceffively !hocked at your account 
of Mrs. Rivers: affure her, in my name, of 
your brother's immediate return; I know 
\">oth him and Emily too well to believe 

they 
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they will facrifice her to their own hap
piners : there is nothing, on the contrary, 
they will not fuffer rather than even afflict 
her. 

Do not, however, encourage an idea 
of ever breaking an attachment like theirs; 
an attachment founded !efs in pallion than 
in the tendereO: friendibip, in a fimilarity 
of charaB:er, and, a fympathy the moit 
perfect the world ever faw. 

Let it be your buunefs, my Luey, to 
endeavor to make them happy, and to re
move the bars which prevent their union 
in England; and depend on feeing them 
there the very moment their coming is 
pollible. 

From w hat I know of your brother, I 
p"lppofe he will infift 6ri marrying Emily 
before he leaves Q!..lebec; but, after your 
letter, which I ihall fend him, you may 
look on his return 'as infallible. 

VOL. III. E I fend 
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I fend aU yours and Temple's letters 
for your brother to-day: you ~ay expect 
to hear from him by the fame mail with 
this. 

1 have only to fay, I am; 

... 

LET T E R CXLI. 

.To Colonel RIVERS, at ~ebec.' 

london, Aprili. 

M-Y own happinefs, my dear Rivers~ 
- in a l11:arriage of love~ makes me 

extremely unwilling to prevent your giv .. 
ing way to a tendernefs, which promifes. 
you the fame felicity) with fo amiable a 

woman 
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woman as both you and Bdl Fermor re~ 
prefent Mifs Montague to be. 

But, my dear Ned, I cannot, without 
betraying your frrendthip, and hazarding 
all the quiet of your future days~ difpenfe 
with myfelf from telling you, though I 
have her exprefs commands to the con
trary, that die peace; perhaps the life~ 
of your excellent mother, depends on 
your giving up all thoughts of a fettle
ment in America, and returning Imme
diately to England. 

I know the prefent ftate of your affaits 
will not allow you to marry this charming 
woman here, without defcending from the 
fituation you have ever held, and which 
you have a right from your birth to hold, 
in the world. 

Would you allow me to gratify my 
friendfhip f<?r you, and thew, at the fame 
time, your perfeCt efteem for me, by com· 
manding; what our long affeCtion gives 

E 2 you 
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you a right to, fuch a part of my fortune 
as I could eafily fpare without the leaf\: 
inconvenience to myfelf, we might all be 
happy, and you might make your Emily 
fo: but you have already convinced me, 
by your refufal of a former teq ueft of this 
kind, that your efteem for me is much 
leis warm than mine for you; and that 
you do not think I merit the delight of 
making you happy. 

I will therefore fay no more on this 
fubjeCl: till we meet, than that I have 
no doubt this letter will bring you imme
diately to us. 

If the tendernefs you exprefs for Mifs 
rVlontague is yet conq uerable, it will 
furely be better for both it {hould he 
CDnq uercd, as fortune has been fo much 
lefs kind to each of you than natu~e; but if 
yom hearts are immoveably fixed on each 
other, if your love ~s of the kind which 
defpifes every other confideration, retqrn 
to the hofom of friendihip, and depend 

6 on 
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on our finding fome way to make you 
happy. 

If you perfifi: in refuling to ihare my 
fortune, you can have no objeCl:ion to my 
ufing all my intereft, for a friend and bro
ther fo defervedly dear to me, and in whoie 
happinefs 1 ihall ever find my own. 

Allow me now to fpeak of myfelf; I 
mean of my dearer felf, your amiable, 
fifter, for whom my tendernefs, inftead of 
decreafing, grows every momentftronger. 

Yes, my friend, my [weet Lucy is every 
hour more an angel: her defire of being 
beloved, renders her a thoufand times 
more 10ve-1y; a countenance animated by 
true tendernefs will always charm beyond 
all the dead ~minformed features the 
hand of nature ever framed; love embel. 
lifhes the whole form, gives fpirit and 
foftnefs to the eyes, the moft vivid bloom 
to the complexion, dignity to the air, 

E 3 grace 
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grace to every motion, and throws round 
beauty almoft the rays of divinity. 

In one word, my Lucy was always 
more lovely than any other woman; fhe 
is now more lovely than even her former 
felf •. 

You, my Rivers, will forgive the overa 
flowings of my fondnefs, becaufe you 
know the merit of its object. 

Adieu ! We die to embrace you! 

Your faithful 

J. TEMPLE • 

. LET-
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LET T E R CXLII. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Malt 

Silleri. May 2 r. 

Y OU R letter,. Madam, to Mifs Fer
mor, which, by an accident, was 

firft read by me, has removed the veil 
which love had placed before mine eyes, 
and fhewed me, in one moment, ti1e folly 
of all thole dear hopes I had indulged . 

• 

You do me but juftice in believing me 
incapable of fuffering your brother to fa
crifice the peace, much le[s the· life, of an 
amiable mother, to my happinefs : I have 
no doubt of his returning to England the 
moment he receives your letters; but, 
knowing his tendernefs, I will not expofe 
him to a ftruggle on this occafion: I will 

E 4 myfelf, 
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myfelf, unknown to him, as he is fort,u
nately abfent, embark in a :£hip which has' 
wintered here, an,d will leave Quebe~ in 
tm .:1ays. 

Your invit2,tion is very obliging; but 
., moment's reflection will convince you 
of -the extreme impropriety of my accept
J:Jg it. 

fuTure NIl's. Rivers, that her fon will 
JY;t lofe a monient, that he will prob<'tbly 
be wi tl1 her as foon as this letter; affure 
her alfo, that the woman who has kept 
him from her, can never forgive herfe1f 
for what !he fuffers. 

I am too much afflicted to fay more than, 
that 

I am, Madam, 

EMILY MONTAGl:!E.' 

L E T-
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LE T T E R CXLIII. 

To Mifs MONTAGUE, at Silleri. 

Montreal, May 20: 

I T is with a pleafure no words can ex
prefs I tell my fweet Emily, I have 

fixed on a fituation which promifes every 
advantage we can willi as to profit, and 
which has every beauty that nature can 
glve. 

The land is rich, and the wood will 
more than pay the expence of clearing 
it; there is a fettlement within a few 
leagues, on which there is an extreme 
agreeable family: a number of Acadians 
have applied to me to be received as 
fettlers : in 1110rt, my dear angel, all feerns 
to [mile on our deugn. 

E 5 
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I have fpent fome days at the houfe 
of a German officer, Jately in our fer
vice, who is engaged in the fame de~ 

fign, but a little advanced in it. I 
have feen him increafing_ every hour 
his little domain, by clearing the lands; 
he has built a pretty houfe in a beau
tiful ruftic ftyle: I have feen his 
pleafing labors with inconceivable de
light. I already fancy my own fettle
ment advancing in beauty: I paint to 
myfe1f my Emily adorning thofe love
ly fhades; I fee her, like the mother 
of mankind, admiring a new creation 
which fmiles around her: we appear, 
to my idea, like the firft (pair in pa
radife. 

I hope to be with you the 1ft of June: 
will you allow me to fet down the 2d as 
the day which is to affure to me a life of 
happinefs? 

My 
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My Acadians·, your new fubje~s, are 
waiting in the next room to [peak with 
me. 

All good angels guard my Emily! 

Adieu t Your 

ED. RIVER!: 

LET T E R CXLIV. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, May 24. 

E M I L Y has wrote to you, and ap.' 
. pears more compafed; ihe does not 

however tell me what ihe has refolved; 
fhe has only mentioned a defign of 
[pending a week at Quebec. I fup
pofe ilie will take no refolution till 

E 6 your 
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your brother comes down:· he cannot 
be here in lefs than ten days. 

She has heard from him, and he ha.s 
fixed· on a fettlement: depend how
ever on his return to England, even if 
It IS not to fray. I willi he could pre
vail on Mrs. Rivers to accompany 
him back. The advantages of his de
fign are too great to lofe: the voyage 
is nothing; the climate healthy beyond 
all conception. 

I fancy he will marry as foon as he 
com~s down from Montreal, fet off in 
the firft fbip for England, leave Emily 
with me, and return to us next year: 
at leaft, this is the plan my heart has 
formed. 

I willi Mrs. Rivers had borne his 
abfence better; her impatience to fee 
him has broken in on all our fchemes; 
Emily and I -had in fancy formed" a 
little Eden on Lake Champlain: Fitz-

gerald" 
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gerald had promifed me to -apply for 
Ial1ds near them; we fhould have been 
fa happy in our little new world of 
friendfhip. 

There is nothing certain in this vile 
ftate of exiftence: I could philofophize 
extremely well this morning. 

All our little plans of amufement 
too for this fum mer are now at an 
end; your brother was the foul of all 
our parties. - This is a trifle, but my 
mind to-day feeks for every fubjeCl: of 
chagrin. 

Let but my Emily be happy, and I will 
not complain, even if I lofe her: I -have a 
thoufand fears, a thoufand uneafy reflec
tions: if you knew her merit, you would 
not willi to break the attachment. 

My fweet Emily is going this morning, 
to ~ebec; I have promifed to accom
pany her) and ili( now waits for me. 

I can: 
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I cannot write: I have a heavinefS 
about my heart, which has never left me 
fince I read your letter. 'Tis the only 
difagreeable one I ever received from 
my dear Lucy: I am not fure I love
you fo well -as -before I faw this letter. 
There is iomething unfeeling in the
ftyle of it, which I did. not expeCt 
from you. 

Adieu ! Your faithful 

A. FERMOlt~ 

LET T E R CXLV. 

To Mrs. T E M P L E, Pall Mall. 

~illeri, May 25. 

I A M unhappy beyond all words; my 
fweet EmIly is gone to England; the 

fhip failed thIS morning: I am juft re-
t\.lmed 
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turned from the beach, after conduCting 
her on board. 

I ufed every art, every perfuafion, in 
the power of friendihip, to prevent her 
going till your brother carne down; but 
all I [aid was in vain. She told me, 
" ihe knew too well her own weaknefs 
to hazard feeing him; that ihe alfo knew 
his tendernefs, and was refolved to fpare 
him the ftruggle between his _ affec
tion and his duty; that fhe was de
termined never to marry him but with 
the confent of his mother; that their 
meeting at Quebec, fituated as they 
were, could only be the fouree of 
unhappinefs to both; that her heart 
cloated on him, but that ihe would 
never be the caufe of his aCting in a 
manner unworthy his character: that 
fhe would fee his family the moment 
fhe got to London, and then retire 
to the houfe of a relation in Berk
fhire, where fhe would· wait" for his ar-. 

rival. 
J'hat 
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That fue had given you her pro: 
m'ife, which nothing fuould make her 
break, to embark in the firft fuip for 
England." 

She exprelred no fears for herfelf as to 
the voyage, but trembled at the idea of 
her Rivers's danger. 

She fat down feveral times yefterday 
to write to him, but her tears pre
vented her: £he at laft affumed courage 
enough to tell him her Elefign; but it 
was in [uch terms as convinced me £he 
could not have purfued it, had he been 
here. 

I She went to the fhip with an appear
ance of calmnefs that aftoni111ed me ; but 
th~ moment fue entered, all her refolution 
forfook her: £he retired with me to her 
room, where the gave way to all the 

l agony of h~ foul. 

The 
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The word was given to fail; I was 
fummoned away; !he rofe haftily, !he 
preifed me to her bofom, "Tell him," 
1aid !he, " his Emily" -!he could fay 
no more. 

Never in my life did I feel any forrow 
equal to this feparation. Love her, my 
Lucy; you can never have half the ten
dernefs for her fhe merits. 

She ftood on the deck till the !hip turn~ 
-ed Point Levi, her eyes fi¥ed paffionately 
on our boat. 

Twelve o'clock. 

I have this moment a letter from your' 
brother to Emily, which !he directed me to 
open, and fend to her; I indofe it to you, 
as the fafeft way of conveyance: there is 
one in it f~~m Temple to him, on the fame 
fubjeCl: with yours to me. 

Adieu! 
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Adieu! I will write again when my 
mind is more compofed. 

Yours,. 

A. FERMOR: 

LET T E R CXL VL 

To Mifs MONTAGUE, at Silleri. 

Montreal, May zS. 

I T was my willi, my hope, my no
bleft ambition; my dear Emily, to 

fee you in a fituation worthy of you; my 
fanguine temper flattered me with the idea 
of feeing this willi accomplillied in C~~ 
nada, though fortune denied it me in 
England. 

The 
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The letter which I indofe has put 
an end to thofe fond delufive hopes: 
I muO: return immediately to England; 
did not my own heart diEtate this ftep, 
I know too well the goodnds of yours,. 
to expeCt the continuance of your eiteem, 
were I capable of purchafing happinefs~ 
even the happinefs of calling you mine, at 
the expence of my mother's life, or even 
vf her quiet. 

I muft now fubmit to fee my Emily 
in an humbler fituation; to fee her want 
thofe pleafures, thofe advantages, thofe 
honors, which fortune gives, and which fhe 
has fo nobly facrificed to trw:; ddicacy of 
mind, and, if I do not flatter myfelf, to 
her generous and difinterefted affeB:ion for 
me. 

Be afn.lred, my deareft angel, the In-' 
conveniencies attendant on a narrow for
tune) the only one I have to offer, ihall 

; 'be' 
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be foftened by all which the mof!: live-. 
Iy eiteem, the moft perfect friendihip, 
the tenderefl: love, can infpire; by that 
attention, that unwearied folicitude to 
pleafe, of which the heart alone knows 
the value. 

Fortune has no power over minds 
like ours; we poffefs a treafure to which 
all {he has to give is nothing, the dear 
exquifite delight of loving, and of being 
beloved. 

Awake to all the finer feelings of ten: 
or efteem and elegant defire, we have 

~ ery real good in each other .. 

I fuall hurry down, the moment I have 
[ettled my affairs here; and hope foon 
to have the tranfport of prefenting the 
moil charming of friends, of miitreffes, 
allow me to add, of wives, to a mother 
whom I love and revere beyond words, 
and to whom file will [oon be dearer than 
rnyfelf. 

My 
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My going to England will detain me at 
Montreal a few days longer than I intend
ed; a delay I can very ill [upport. 

Adieu! my Emily! no language can 
expre[s my tendernefs or my impatience. 

Your faithful 

ED. RIVERS. 

LET T E R CXL VII, 

To JOHN TEMPLE, E[q; Pall Mall. 

Montreal, May 2S. 

I CANNOT enough, my dear Temple, 
thank you for your laft, though it de

ftroysmy air-built [cherne of happinefs. 
Could 
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Courd I have fuppofed my mothel' 
would thus feverely have felt my abfence, 
I had never left: England; to make her 
eafier, was my only motive for that ftep. 

I with pleafure facrifice my defign of 
fetding here to her peace of mind; no 
confideration, however, fhall ever make 
me give up that of marrying the beft and 
moft charming of women. 

I could have wifhed to have had a 
fortune worthy of her; this was my willi, 
not that of my Emily; :fhe will with equal 
pleafure fhare with me poverty or riches! 
I hope her confent to marry me before I 
leave Canada. I know the advantages of 
affluence, my dear Temple; and am too 

reafonable to defpife them; I would only 
avoid rating them above their worth. 

Riches undoubtedly purchafe a variety 
of pleafures which are not otherwife to be 
obtained; they give power, they give 
honors, they give confequence i but if: to 

5 enjoy 
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enjoy ,there fubordinate goods, we muft 
give up thok which are more eifential, 
more real, more fuited to our natures, 
I can never hefitate one moment [0 detera 

mine between them. 

I know nothing fortune has to beil:ow,' 
which can equal the tran[port of being 
dear to the moil: amiable, moil: lovely of 
womankind. 

The ftream of life, my dear TempIe~ 
ftagnates without the gentle gale of love; 
till I knew my Emily, till the dear mOa 

ment which aifured me of her tendernefs, 
I could fcarce be faid to live. 

Adieu! 

Your aife'ccionate 

LET": 
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LET T E R CXLVIIl. 

To ~1rs. T EM P L_E, Pall l'vlall. 

Silleri, June I. 

I CAN write, I can talk, of nothing but 
Emily; I never knew how much I lov

ed her till i1..le was gone: I run eagerly to 
every place where we have been together; 
every fpot reminds me of her; I remember 
a thoufand converfations, endeared by 
confidence and affeEtion: a tender tear 
frarts in fpite of me: our walks, our air
ings, our pleafing little parties, all ruih 
at once on my memory: I fee the fame 
lovely fcenes around me, but they have 
loft half their power of pleafing. 

I vifit every grove, every thicket, that 
file loved; I have a redoubled fondnefs for 
every object in which fhe took pleafure. 

Fitzgerald 



EMILY MONTAGUE. 97 

Fitzgerald -indulges me in this enthu~' 
fiafm of friendfhip; he leads me to 
every place which can recall my Emi
ly's idea; he fpeaks of her with a 
warmth which fhews the fenfibility and 
goodnefs of his own heart; he endea-
vors to foothe me by the moftendearing 
attention. 

What infinite pleafure, my dear Lucy,' 
there is in being truly beloved! Fond as 
I have ever been of general admiration; 
that of aU mankind is nothing to the leaH; 
mark of Fitzgerald's tendernefs. 

Adieu! it will be fome days before I 
can fend this letter. 

June 4. 

The gov:epnor gives a.~ballin honor of 
the day; I am dreffing to go, but without 

VOL. III. F my 



98 THE HIS TO,R Y O·F 

my [weet companion: every hour I feel 
more fenfibly her abfence. 

5th• 

We had lail: night, during the ball; 
the moftdreadful ftorm I ever heard; 
it feemed to ihake the whole habitable 
globe. 

Heaven preferve my Emily from its 
fury! I have a thoufand fears on her ac
COllnt. 

Twelve o'dock, 

Your brother is arrived; he has been 
here about an hour: he flew to Silleri, 
without going at all to ~ebec; he en
q uired for Emily; he would not believe 
fhe was gone. 

There 
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There is no expreffing how much he 
was !hocked when convincedfhe had 
taken this voyage without him; he would 
have followed her in an open boar, in 
hopes of overtaking her at Coudre, if my 
father had not detained him almoft by 
force, and at laft convinced him of the 
impoffibility of overtaking her, as the 
winds, having been conft,antly fair, muft: 
before this have carried them out of the 
ri 'fer. 

He has fent his fervant to ~ebec, with 
orders to take paffage for him in the firfr 
!hip that fails; his impatience is not to 

be defcribed. 

He came down in the hope of marrying 
her here, and conducting her himfdf to 
England; he forms to himfelf a thoufand 
dangers to her, which he fondly fancies 
his prefence could have averted: in fhort; 
he has all the unreafonablenefs of a maI1 
in love. 

F 2 I pro-
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I propofe fending this, and a large 
packet more, by your brother, unlefs [orne 
unexpeCted opportunity offers before. 

Adieu! my dear! 

Yours, 

A. FERMOR~ 

LET T E R CXLIX. 

To Mrs. T EM P L E, Pall Mall. 

6th. 

Y OUR brother has taken his pa!f~ge 
in a very fine ihip, which will fail the 

loth; you may expect him every hour 
after you receive this; which I fend, with 
what I wrote yefterday, by a fmall veffel· 
which fails a week fooner than wasm
tended. 

Rivers 
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Rivers perfuades Fitzgerald to apply 
for the la~ds which he had fixed upon on 

, Lake Champlain, as he has no thoughts 
of ever returning hither. 

I will prevent this, however, if I have 
any influence: I cannot think with pa
tience of continuing in America, when 
my two amiable friends have left 
it; I had no motive~ for wiihing' a fettle
ment here, but to form a little [ociety of' 
friends) of which they made the principal 
part. 

Befides, the fpirit of emulation would 
have kept up my courage, and given fire 
and brilliancy to my fancy. 

Emily -and I lhould have been trying 
who had the moft lively gel1ius at crea
tion; who could have produced the 
faireft flowers; who have formed the 
w60ds and rocks into the moft beautiful 
arbors, viftoes, grottoes; have taught 

F 3 the 
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the ftreams to flow in the moft pleafing 
meanders; have brought into view the 
greateft number and variety of thofe lovely 
little falls of water with which this fairy 
land abounds; and !hewed nature in the 
faireft form. 

In iliort, we fhould have been conti
nually endeavoring, following the luxu
riancy of female imagination, to render 
more charming the [weet abodes of love 
and friendihi p; whiHt our heroes, chang
ing theif [words into plough-!hares, and 
engaged in more fubftantial, more pro
fitable labors, were clearing land, raifing 
cattle and corn, and doing every thing 
becoming good farmers; or, to exprefs it 
more poetically, 

" Taming the genius of the ftubborn 
" plain, 

" Almoft as quickly as they conquer'd 
~' Spain :'~ 

By 
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By which I would be underftood to 
mean the Havannah, where, vanity apart, 
I am told both of them did their duty, and 
a little more, if a man can in fuch a cafe 
be [aid to do more. 

In one word, they would have been fru
dying the ufeful, to fllpport us; we the 
agreeable, to pleafe and amufe them; 
which I take to be affigning to the two 
fexes the employments for which nature 
intended them, notwithftanding the vile 
example of the favages to the contrary. 

There are now no farmerelfes in Cana..:' 
da worth my contending with; therefore 
. the whole pleafure of the thing would be at 
an end, even on the fuppofition that friend
ihip had not been the foul of our defign. i 

Say every thing for me to Temple and 
Mfs. Rivers; and to my deareft Emily, 
if arrived. 

Adieu! your faithful ' 
A. FERMOR~ 

F 4- L E T-
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LET T R R CL. 

To the Earl of 
~ -. 

I T is very true, my Lord, that the 
- Jefuit miffionaries frill continue in the 

Indian villages in Canada; and I am a· 
fraid it is no lefs true, that they ufe every 
art to inftill into thofe. people an aver
{ion to the Engliih; at leaft I hav~ 

been told this by the Indians themfe1ves, 
who feem equally furprifed and piqued:. 
that we do not fend miffionaries amongft 
them. 

Their ideas of Chriftianity are ex~ 

tremely circumfcribed, and they give no 
prefenmce to one mode of our faith above. 
another; they regard a miffionary of any 
nation as a kind father, who comes to 

inftruCl: 



EMIL Y MONT AGUE. 105 

_inftruCt: diem in the beft way of wor
fhipping the Deity, whom they fuppofe 
more propitious to the Europeans than 
to themfelves; and as an ambaffador 
from the prince whofe fubjeCl: he is: they 
therefore think it a mark of honor, and 
a proof of efteem, to receive miffionaries; 
and to our reminners, and the French 
wife attention oil this head, is owing the 
extreme attachment the greater part of 
the favage nations have ever had to the 
latter. 

The French millonaries, by ftudying 
their language, their manners, their 
tempers, their difpoutions; by con
forming to their way of life, and 
ufing every, art to gain ,their efl:eem, 
have acquired an influence over them 
which is fcarce to. be conceived; nor 
would it be difficult for ours to do the 
fame, were they j udiciouDy chofe, and 
properly encouraged. 

F 5 I believe 
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I believe I have faid, that there is a 
ftriking refemblance between the man-. 
ners of the Canadians and the favages;; 
I fhould have explained it, by adding" 
that this refemblance has· been brought, 
about, not by the French having won 
the favages to receiye European manners) 
but by the very contrary; the peafants 
having acquired the favage indolence in 
peace, their activity and ferocity in war; 
their fondnefs for field fports, their ha
tred of labor; their love of a wandering 
life, and of liberty; in the latter of which 
they have been in fome degree indulged, 
the laws here being much milder, and 
n10re favorable to the people, than in 
France. 

" Many of the officers alfo, and· thofe of 
rank in the colony troops, h'ave been 
adopted into the favage tribes; and 
there is ftronger evidence than, for the 
honor of humanity, I would willi there 
was, that fome of them have led the death 
dance at the execution of Englifh cap-

tiYes, 
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tives, have even partook the horrid re
paft, and imitated them in all their cru
elties ; cruelties, which, to the eternal dif
grace, not only of our holy religion, but 
even of our nature, thefe poor people, 
whofe ignorance is their excufe, have 
been inftigated to, both by the French 
and Englifh colonies, who, with a fury 
truly diabolical,. have offered rewards to 

thofe who brought in the [calps of their 
enemies. Rouffeau has taken great pains 
to prove that the moft uncultivated aa
tions are the moft virtuous:. I have all 
due refpeCt for this philofopher, of whofe 
writiQgs I am an enthufiaftic admirer; 
but I have a frill greater refpect for truth, 
which I believe is not in this infrance on 
his fide. 

There is little rearon to boafrof the vir
tues of a people> who are fuch brutal 
tlaves to their appetites as to,be unable 
to avoid drinking brandy to an excefs 
f€:arce to be conceived, whenever: it falls 
.in their way,. though eternally lamenting. 

F 6 the 



108 THE HISTORY OF 
the murders and other atrocious crimes 
of which they are f(); perpetually guilty
when under its influence. 

It is unjuft to fay we have corrupt
ed them, that we -have taught them. a 
vice to which we are ourfelves not ad
diCted; both French and Englifh are in
general fober: we have indeed given 
them the means of intoxication, which' 
they had nOt before their intercourfe with 
1:15; but he muG: be indeed fond of praif
iog them, who makes a virtue of their 
having been fober,when water was the only 
liquor with which they were acquainted. 

, From all-that I have obfervecl, and heard 
of thefe people, it appears to me an un
doubted faCt, that the moll: civilized In
di.m nations are the moG: virtuous; a faa 
which makes direCtly againft Rouffeau's 
ideal fy item. 

Indeed all fyftems make againfi, inftead 
of leading to, the difcovery of truth. . 

Pere 
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Pere Lafitau has, for this T(~afon, in his 
very learned comparifon of the manners 
of the favages with thofe of the firft ages, 
given a very imperfeCt account of In
dian manners ;he is even fo candid as to, 
own, he tells you nothing but what makes~ 
for the fyftem he is endeavoring to efta
blilli. 

My willi, on the contrary, is not to 
make truth fubfervient to any favorite 
fentiment or idea, any child of my fancy; 
but to difcover it, whether agreeable or 
not to my own opinion. 

My accountS may therefore be falfe or 
imperfeCt from ·miftake or mifinforma
tion, but will never be defignedly warped 
from truth: 

That the favages have virtues, candor 
muft own; but only a love of paradox 
can make any man affert they have more 
than polifhed nations. 

Your 
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Your Lordlhip afks me what is the 
general moral character of the Canadi
ans; they are. fimple and hofpitable, yet 
extremely attentive to intereft, where it 
does not interfere with that lazinefs which 
is their governing paffion. 

They are rather devout than virtuous; 
have religion without morality, and a {enfe 
of honor without very ftrict honefty. 

Indeed I believe wherever fuperftition 
reigns, the moral fenfe is greatly weaken: 
ed; the ftrongeft induce~nent to the prac~ 
tice of morality is removed, when people 
are brought to believe that a few outward 
ceremOnIes. will cQmpenfate for the want 
of virtue~ 

I myfelf heard a man, who had !aifed a 
large fortune by very indirect means,. con
fefs his life had been contrary to every 
precept of the Gofpel; but that he hoped 
the pardon of Heaven for all his fins, as 

he 
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he intended to devote one of his daughters 
to a conventual life as an expiation. 

This way of being virtuous by proxy, 
is certainly very eafy and convenient to 
fuch finner~ as have children to facrifice. 

By Colonel Rivers, who leaves us in a 
few days, I intend myfelf the honor of; 
addreffing your Lordfhip again~ 

I have the honor to be 

Your Lord1hip's, &c. 

L E T~ 
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-
LET T E R CLI. 

To the Earl of-~ 

Silleri, June 9-· 

YOU R Lordfhip will receive this 
from the hands of one of the molt 

worthy and amiable men I ever knew, 
Colonel RiHrs, whom I am particu
larly happy' in having the honor to in
troduce to your Lordfbip, as I know 
your delicacy in the choice of friends, 
and that there are fo few who have your 
perfect: efteem and confidence, that the 
acquaintance of one who merits both, 
at his time of life, will be regard~ 
ed, even by your Lordfhip, as an ac
quifition. 

'Tis to him I fhall fay the advan .. 
tage I procure him, by making him 

known 
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known to a nobleman, who, with the 
wifdom and experience of age, has all 
the warmth of heart, the generofiiy, 
the noble confidence, the errthufiafm, the 
fire, and vivacity of yomh. 

- Your Lordfhip's idea, in regard to' 

Proteftant convents here, on the foot
ing of that we vifited together at Ham~ 
bl,lrgh, is extremely well worth the con
fideration of thofe whom it may con
cern; efpecially if the Romifh ones 
are aboliihed, as will mof!: probably be 
the cafe. 

Thenoble1fe have numerous families, 
and, if there are no convents, will be 
at a lofs where to educate their daugh
ters, as well as where to difpofe of thofe 
who do not marry in a reafonable time: 
the convenience' they find in both re
[peets from thefe houfes, is one ftrong 
motive to them to continue in their 
ancient religion. 

As 
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As I would however prevent the more 
ufeful, by which I mean the lower, part 
of the [ex from entering into this frate, I 
would willi only the daughters of the 
feigneurs to have the privilege of becom
ing nuns: they ihould be obliged, on tak
ing the vow, to prove their nobleife for 
at Ie aft three generations; which would 
iecure them rerpett, and, at the fame time, 
prevent their beco_ming too numerous. 

They ihould take the vow of obedience, 
but not of celibacy: and referve the 
power, as at Hamburgh, of going out 
to marry, though on no other confidera Q 

tion. 

Your Lordfhip may remember, every 
nun at Hamburgh has a right of marrying, 
except the Abbe[s; and that, on your 
Lordfhip's telling the lady who then pre
fided, and who was young and very hand
fome, you thought this a hardfhip, fhe an
fweredwithgreatfpirit," O,myLord, you 
.:' know it is in my power to refign." 

. I refer 
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I refer your Lordihip to Colonel Rivers 
for that farther information in regard to 
this colony, which he is much more able 
to give you than I am, having vifited every 
part of Canada in the defign of fettling 
in, it. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, &c. 

WM. FER,MOR.~ 

Your Lordihip's mention of nuns has 
brought to my memory a little anecdote 
on this fubjeCt, which I will tell you. 

I was, a few mornings ago, vifiting a 
Frencl1lady, whofe very handfome daugh
ter, of almoft fixteen, told me, ihe was 
going into a convent. I enquired which 
ihe had made choice of: fue [aid, "'The 
~~ General Hofpital." 

" I am 
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" I am glad, Mademoifelle, you have 
" not chafe the U rfulines; the rules are 
" fo very fevere, you would have found 
" them hard to conform to." 

" As to the rules, Sir, I have no ob
" jeEtion- to their feverity; but the habit 
~' of the General Hofpital-'~ 

I fmiled~ 

:' And fo becoming, Mademoifelle." 

She fmiled in her turn, and I left her 
fully convinced of the fincerity of her vo
cation, and the great propriety and hu
manity of fuffering young creatures to 
choofe a kind of life fo repugnant to hu· 
man nature, at an age when they are fuch 
excellent judges of what will make them 
happy. 

L E T-
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LET T EReLl!. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Sil1eri, June 9.' 

I SEND this by your brother, who fails 
to-morrow. 

Time, I hope, will reconcile me to his 

and Emily's abfence; but at prefent I can.;. 

not think of lofing them without a de

jeCtion of mind which takes from me the 

very idea of pleafure. 

I conjure you, my dear Lucy, to do 

every thing pomble to facilitate their 

union; and remember, that to your re

queLl:, and to Mrs. Rivers's tranquillity, 
they 



'118 THE HIS T OR Y OF 

they have facrificed every profpeCt they 
had of happinefs. 

I would fay more; but my fpirits' are fo 
affeCted, I am incapable of writing. 

Love my fweet Emily, and let her not 
repent the generofity of her conduct. 

Adieu! 

Your affeCtionate 
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LET T E R CLIII. 

To Mrs. T E M P L i, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, June 10, Evening,· 

My poor Rivers! I think I felt more 
from his going than even from 

Emily's: whilft he was here, I feemed not 
quite to have loft her: I now feel doubly 
the 10fs of both. 

He begged me to Thew attention to 
Madame Des Roches, who he affured me 
merited my tendereft friendfhip; he wrote 
to her, and has left the letter open in my 
care: it is to thank her, in the moft affec
tionate terms, for her politenefs and 
friendfhip, as well to himfelf as to his 
Emily; and to offer her his beft fervices 
in England. in regard to her eft-ate, part 

-Gf 



1:20 THE HISTORY OF 

of which fome people here have very un~ 
generouf1y applied for a grant of, on pre
tence of its not being all fettled accord
ing to the original conditions. 

He owned to me, he felt fome re
gret at leaving this amiable woman in 
Canada, and at the idea of never fee
ing her more.· 

I love him for this fenfibility; and for 
his delicate attention to one whofe difinter
efted affection for him mof!: certainfy de
ferves it. 

Fitzgerald is below, he does-all pom
ble to confole me for the 10[s of my 
friends; but indeed, Lucy, I feel their 
abfence mott feverely. 

I have an opportunity of fending your 
brother's letter to Madame Des Roches, 
which I muft qot lole, as they are not very 

2 frequent:. 
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frequent: 'tis by a French gentleman who 
is now with my father. 

Adieu! Your faithful 

Twelve at night.; 

We have been talking of your brother; 
I have been faying, there is nothing I fo 
much admire in him as that tendernefs of 
foul, and almoft female fenfibi1ity, which 
is fo uncommon in a fex~ whofe whole 
education tends to harden their hearts. 

Fitzgerald admires his fpirit, his under
ftanding, his generofity, his courage, the 
warmth of his friendfhip. 

My father his knowledge of the world; 
not that indifcriminate fufpicion of man
kind which is falfely fo called; but that 
clearnefs of mental fight, and difcerning 
faculty, which can diftinguifh virtue as 
well as vice, wherever it refides. 

V OL. III. G ~~ I alfo 
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" J. alfo love in him," [aid my father~ 
" that noble fincerity, that integi"ity ef' 
" charaB:er, which is the foundation of all 
" the virtues." 

~, And yet, my dear papa, you would 
" have had Emily prefer to him, that white 
" curd -()f ajfes milk, Sir George Clayton, 
" whofe higheftc1aim to virtue is the con

" fhtutional abfence of vice, and who 
" never knew what it was to feel for the 
" forrows of another." 

., You miftake, Betl: fuch a preference 
" was impoffible; but fhe was engaged to 
" Sir George; and he had alfo a fine for
"tune. Now, in thefe degenerate days, 
" my dear, people muft eat; we have loft 
" all tafre for the airy food of romances, 
" when ladies rode behind their enamored 
H knights, dined luxuriouflyon a banquet 
" of haws, and quenched their thirft at: 
" die £1r11: ftream." 

" But, my dear papa-'~ 
" But, 
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~' But, my dear Bell-" 

I faw the lfweet old man look angry, fo 
chofe to drop the fubjeCl:; but I do aver, 
now he is out of fight, that haws and a 
pillion, with fucha noble:fel1ow as-your 
brother, are preferable to ortolans and a 
coach and fix, with fuch a piece of frill 
life and infipidity as Sir George. 

Good night! my dear Lucy. 

G2 ~L E T~ 
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LET T E R CLIV. 

To Mrs. T EM P L E, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, June 17-' 

I Have this moment received a packet 
of letters from my _dear Lucy; I fhall 

only fay, in anfwer to what makes the 
greateft part of them, that in a fortnight 
I hope you will have the pleafure of fee
ing your brother, who did not hefitate one 
moment In giving up to Mrs. Rivers's 
peace of mind, all his pleafing profpeCts 
here, and the happinefs of being united to 
the woman he loved. 

YOll will not, I hope, my dear, forget 
his having made fuch a facrifice: but I 
think too highly of you to fay more on 
this fubjeCt. You will receive Emily as 
a friend, as a fifter, who merits all your 

efteem 
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. efteem and tendernefs, and who has loft all 
the ad vantages of fortune, and incun:ed the 
cenfllre of the world, by her difinterefted 
attachment to your brother. 

I am extremely forry, but not furprized 1 

. at what you tell me of poor Lady H-. 
I knew her intimately; fue was facrificed at 
eighteen, by the avarice and ambition of 
her parents, to age, difeafe, ill-nature, and 
a coronet; and her death is the natural 
confequence of her regret: fue had a foul 
formed for friendfhip; fue found it not at 
home; her elegance of mind, and native 
probity, prevented her feeking it abroad; 
fue died a melancholy viCtim to the tyran
ny of her friends, the tendernefs ,of her 
heart, and her delicate fenfe of honor. 

If her father has any of the feelings of 
, hilmanity Ieft, what muft he not fuffer on 
this occafion ? . 

G 1 It 
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It is a painful confideration, my dear; 
-that the happinefs or mifery of our lives 
are generally determined before we are 
proper judges of either. 

Reftrained by cuftom, and the ridicu~ 
lous prejudices of the world,.. we go with 
the crowd, and it is late in life before we 
dare to think. 

How happy are you and J, Lucy, in 
having parents, who, fav from forcing our 
inclinations, have not even endeavored 
to betray us into choofing. from fordid 
motives r They have not labored to fill 

. our young hearts with vanity or ava~ 

rice; they have left us thof~ virtues, thofe 
amiable q,ualities, we received from n.a
ture. They have painted to us the 
charms of friendihip, and not taught 
uS to vah1e ridles above their real 

prIce. 

MY' 
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My father, indeed, checks a certain 
excefs of romance which there is in 
my temper; but, at the fame time, he 
never encouraged my receiving the ad. 
dreffes of any man who had only the 
glfts of fortune to recommend him; 
he even advifed me, when very young, 
againft marrying. an officer in his regi
ment, of a large fortune, but an unworthy 
charaCl:er.-

If I have any k.nowledge of the human 
'heart, it will be my own fault if I am not 
happy with Fitzgerald. 

I am only afraid, that when we are 
married, and begin to fettle into a calm, 
my volatile difpofirion will carry me 
bat:k to coque:try: my palion for ad-
miration is naturally thong, and has been 
increa[(;ld by indulgence;, for without Vl\~ 
nity 1" have been extremely the tafteof 
the men. 

G4-: r have 



128 THE HISTORY OF 

I have a kind of an : idea it won't be 
long before I try the ftrength of my refo~ 
lution, for I heard papa and Fitzgerald 
in high confultation this morning. 

Do you know, that, having nobody to 
love but Fitzgerald, I am ten times more 
t:namored of the dear creature than ever? 
1\1y love is now like the rays of the fl1n 
l:olletted. 

Be is fo much here, I wonder I 
don't grow tired of him; but fomehow 
he has the art of varying himfelf be-, 
yond any man I ever knew: it was 
that agreeable variety of character thai: 
fira !truck me; I confidered that with 
him I fhould have all the fex in one; 
he fays the fame of me; and in
deed, it muft be owned we have both 
an infinity of agreeable caprice, which in 
Jove affairs is worth all the merit in the 
world. 

Have 
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Have you never obferved, Lucy, 
that the fame perf on is feldom great
ly the object of both love and friend
fhip? 

Thofe virtues which command efteem 
do not often infpire paffion. 

Friendlhip feeks the more real, more 
folid virtues; integrity, c0nftancy, and 
a, fteady unif()rmity of character: love, 
on the contrary, admires it knows not 
what; creates itfelf the idol it wor~ 
:/hips; finds charms even in defects; 
is pleafed with follies, with inconfif
teney, with caprice: to fay all in one 
line) 

" Love is a child, and like a child he 
" plays." 

The moment Emily arrives, I entreat 
that one of you will write to me: no 
words can fpeak my impatience: I am 
equally anxious to hear of my dear 

G 5 Rivers. 
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Rivers. Heaven fend them pr0fperous 
gales! 

Adieu! 

Your faithful 

A. FERMOR. 

LET T E R eLY. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, June 30. 

Y OU are extremely miitaken, my 
. . dear, in your idea of the fociety 

here; I had rather live at ~lebec, cake 
it for all in all, than in any town if 1 Eng
tma, ~xcept London; the manner of 

living 
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living here is uncommohly agreeable; 
the fcenes about us ate lovely, and the 
mode of amufements makes us tafte thofe 
kenes in full perfection. 

WhiHl: y(mr brother and Emily were 
here, 1 had not a wifh to leave Canada.; 
but their going has left a void in my 
heart,. which will not eaflly be fiHed up: 
1 have loved Emily altnoft from child .. 
hood, and there is a peculiar tendernefs 
in, thofe friendfhips; ViI hich 

"Grow with our growth,. and ftrel;1gthen 

" with our ftrength." . 

There was a1fo fomethi'ng rdmantic and 
agreeable in finding her here, and uneJ{
pectedly, after we had been ieparated by 

C 1 1 1\((. 'I·' r' • . ' o'one 11011t2·:1'"1](: s l'aVlIW .tert:: tile regl M 

o 0 

ment in which my father ferved. 

In ili01"t; every, thing concurred to 

make us dear to each other, and -tbe-re-
G 6 fore 
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fore to give a greater poignancy to the 
pain of parting a fecond time. 

As to your brother, I love him fo 
much, that a man who had lefs candor 
and generofity than Fitzgerald, would be al
moft angry at my very lively friendfhip.· . 

I have this moment a letter from Ma
dame Des Roches; !he laments the 10fs 
of our two amiable friends; begs me to 
a1Ture them both of her eternal remem
brance: fays, " !he congratulates Emily 
" on pOfi'effing the' heart of the man 
" on earth moft worthy of being be
H loved; that !he cannot form an idea 
., .of any human felicity equal to that 
" of the woman, the bufinefs of whofe 
" life it is to make Colonel Rivers happy. 
-" That, Heaven having denied her that 
" happinefs, !he will never marry, nor 
"enter into an engagement, which 
" would make it criminal in her to re
li member him with tendernefs: that it is, 

,. " h ... owever" 
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" however, fhe believes, beft for her he 
" has left the cOl,lntry, for that it is im
" poffible fhe fh01.l1dever hav:e feen him 
~' with indifference." 

It is perhaps as prudent not to mention 
thefe circ1.lmftances either to your brother 
or Emily; I thought of fending her letter 
fO them, but there is a certain fire in her 
ftyle, mixed with tendernefs, when fhe 
fpeaks of Rivers, which would only have 
given them both regret, by making them 
fee the excefs of her affeCtion for him; 
her expreffions are much ftronger than 
thofe in which I have given you the fenfe 
{)f them. 

I intend to be very intimate with her, 
becaufe fhe loves my dear Rivers; fhe 
loves Emily too, at leaft :!he fancies fhe 
doe3, but I am a little doubtful as to the 
friendiliips between rivals: at this diftance, 
h()wever, I dare fay, they will always con
tinue on the beft terms pollible, and I 
would have Emily write to her. 

Do 
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Do you 'know fIre' has defired me to con': 
trive to get her a picture of your brother, 
without his knowing it? I am not deter
mined whether I ihall indulge her in this 
fancy or not; if I do, I muft employ you' 
as my agent. It is madnefs in her to de
fire it; but, as there is a pleafure in being 
mad, I am not fure my morality' will let 
me refufe her, finee pleafures are not ver.,,· 
thick fown in this world. 

Adieu r 

Your affectionate-

A. Ff)RMOR~. 
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LET T E R G:L vr. 

To Mrs. T E M P L E, Pall Mall., 

By this time, my dear Lucy, I hope 
you are happy with your brother 

and my fweer Emily: I am all impa
ti'ence to know this from yourfelves; but, 
it will be five or fix -weeks, perhaps 
much: more, before I can have th.at fa
tisfaCtion. 

As to me-to be plain, my clear, I 
can hold no longer; I have been married 
this fortnight. My father wanted to 
keep it a feeret, for fome very fooliih rea
fons; but it is not in my nature; I hate 
fecrets, they are only fit for politicians, 
and people whofe thoughts and aCtions 
will not bear the light. 
! 

For 
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For my part, I am convinced the gene 8 

ral loquacity of human kind, and om 
inability to keep fecrets without"a natural 
kind of lmeafinefs, were meant by Provi
dence to gllard againft our ,laying deep 
fchemes of treachery againft each other •. 

I remember a very fenfible man, who 
perfe8:1y knew the world, ufedto fay, 
there was no fuch thing in nature as a 
feeret; a maxim as true, at leaH: I believe 
fo, as it is falutary, and which I would ad
vife all good mammas, aunts, and gover:
neifes, to imprefs ftrongly on the minds of 
young ladies. 

So, as I was faying, voila Madame Fitz
gerald! 

This is, however, yet a feeret here; 
bl)t, according to my prefent do8:rine, and 
following the nature of things, it cannot 
long continue fo. 

You 
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You never faw fo polite a hufband, but 
1 fuppofe they are all fo the firft fortnight, 
efpecially when married in fo interefting 
and romantic a manner; I am very fond of 

-the fancy of being thus married as it were'; 
but I have a notion I fhall blunder it out 
very foon :" we were married on a party to 

:Three Rivers, nobody with us but papa 
and Madame Villiers, who have not yet 
publifhed the myftery. I hear fome miffes 
at Qpebec are fcandalous about Fitzge
rald's being fo much here; I wil11eave them 
jn doubt a little, I think, merely to gratj
fy their love of fc~ndal; every body fhould 
be amufed in their way. 

Adieu! Yours,. 

A. FITZOERAL •• " 

Pray 
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Pray let Emily be married; every body 
marries but poor little Emily. 

LET T E R -CLVI1. 

To the Earl of ---. 

SiUcri" July Ie. 

. I H~ VE the pleafi.!re to tell your ~Lord::' 
flllF I have marned my daughter toa 

gentleman with whom I have reafon to 
hope fue.will be happ.y. 

He is the fecond fon of an lriih baronet" 
of good fortune, and has himfelf about 
nve hun.dred pounds a year, independent 
of his commiffion; he is a man of an ex
cellent ienfe, and of honor, and has a very 
lively tendernefs for my daughter •. 
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It will, 1 am afraid, be fame time 
before I can leave this- country, as I 
choofe to take my daughter and Mr • 
. Fitzgerald with me, in order to the 
latter's foliciting a majority, in which 

. purfuit I ihall without fcruple tax 
your Lordfhip's friendfhip to the ut
mofl:. 

I am extremely happy at ,this event, 
as Bell's volatile. temper .. made me fome
times ~fraid of her·, choofing inconLi
derately :' their marriage is not yet 

. declared, for fame faffiily ·reafons, not 
. worth par-ticularizing to· your Lord
,ship. ' 

As foon as' leave of abfence comes 
from New York., for me and Mr~-Fitz
gerald1 we fhall fettle things for taking 
leave. {}f .Canada" which I however aifure 
-your LQrdLhlp I thall, do wirt:h fome re
luCtance. 

The 
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The climate is all the' year agree.,. 
able and healthy,· in fumrrier divine; a 
man at my time of life cannot leave 
this chearing, enlivening· fun withom 
reluctance; the heat IS· very like that 
of Italy or the South of. Frince, with
out that oppreffive clofenefs which ge
nerally attends our hot weather in Eng
land. 

Th~ manner· of life ·here is che#,
ful; we make the· moil: of our fine 
fummers, by the pleafanteft country par
ties you can imagine. Here ~refom'e 
very eftimable perfons, and the [pirk Of 
urbanity begins to dilfufe itfelf from the 
centre: in iliort, I !hall leave Canada at 
the very time when one would willi· t() 
come to it. 

It is aftoniihing, in a [mall community 
like this, how much depends on· the per
fonal character of him who governs'. 

lam 
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I am obliged to break off abruptly, the 
p~rf6n wh<;> takes tpis to England being 
gping immediately on board. . 

1, have/the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

., 
Your Lord{hip's, &c: 

WM. FERMOR; 

LET T E R CL VIII; 

To JOHN TEMPLE, Efq; Pall Mall.' 

SiUeri, July ll" 

I AGREE "Yith you, my dear Temple, 
that nothing can be more pleafing than 

an aW/lkened EngliGl woman; of which you 
andmy caro JPofo have, I flatter myfelf, the 

happy 
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happy experience; and willi ~ith" you 
that' the charaCter was more rommon: . 
but I muft own, and I am forry to own 
it, that my fair countrywomen and fel. 
low-citizens (I fpeak of the ~ nation in 
general, and not of the capital) have an 
unbecoming kind of referve, which pre
vents their being the agreeable compa
nions" and amiahle wives, which nature 
meant them. 

From a fear, and I think a prudifli one; 
of being thought too attentiYl! to pleafe 
your fex, they have acquired a certain 
diftant manner to men, which borders on 
ill-br,eeding: they take gteat pain~ to. veil, 
under an affected appearance of difdain, 
that winning fenfibility Df ·heart, that .de
licate tendernefs, which renders them 
doubly lovely. 

They are even afraid to own their 
friendihips, if not according to ,the fquare· 
and rule; are doubtful whether a modeft 
woman may own fhe 'loves even her huf·' 

6 band; 
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band; and feem to think affectiens were 
gn:en them for -no purpofe but to hide. 

Upon the whole, with at leaft as good a 
native right to charm as any women on the 
face of the globe, the $nglilh have found 
the happy fecr~t ~fpleafing lefs. 

Is my' Emily arrived? I can fay no
thing elfe. 

Twelve o'clock. 

I am the happieft woman in the crea
-tion: papa has juft told me, we are to 
go home in fix or [even weeks. 

Not but this is a divine country, and 
our farm a terreftrial paradife; but we 
httVe lived in it almoft a year. and one 
grows tired of .every thing in time, you 
kllOW. Temple. 

I !hall 
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1- fhall fee my Emily, an:d flirt -with .. 
Rivers; to fay nothing of you and my 
little Lucy. 

Adieu! I am grown very laZy fince I 
married; for the future, 1 fhallmake: 
Fitzgerald write all my letters, except 
billet-doux, in which I think I excel him. 

Yours, 

A. FITZGERALD: 

c 

LET T E R CLIX. 

To Mifs FE RM 0 R, at Silleri. 

DOTer, July i. 

I AM this moment arrived, my dear Bell, 
after a very agreeable paffage, and am 

fetting out immediately for London, from 
whence 1 fhall write to you the moment I 

have 
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have feen Mrs. Rivers ; I will own to you 
I tremble at the idea of this interview, yer: 
am refolved- to fee her, and open all my 
foul to her in regard to her ion; after 
which, I fhallieave her the miftrefs of my 
deftiny; for, ardently as J love him, I will 
never marry him bUD with her approba
tion . 

. I have a th'oufand anxious fears for my 
Rivers's fafety: may Heaven protea hiri1 
from the dangers his Emily has e[caped! 

I have but a moment to write, a fhi[) 
being under way which is bound to Qge
bee; a gentleman, who is ju(t going off in 
a boat to the fhip, takes the care of this. 

May every happinefs attend my dear 
girl! Say every thing affeCtionate for me 
to Captain Fermor and Mr. Fitzgerald. 

Adieu ! Yours, 

EMILY MONTAGUE. 

VOL. III. H LET-
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LET T E R CLX, 

To Mifs FERMOR, at Silleri. 

London, Jllly 19. 

I GOT to town lail: night, my dear, and 
am at a friend's, from whence I have 

this morning fent to Mrs. Rivers; I every 
moment expect her anfwer; my anxiety 
of mind is not to be expreffed; my heart 
finks; I almoft dread the return of my 
meffenger. 

If the affeCtions, my dear friend, give 
us the higheft happinefs of which we are 
capable, they are alfo the fource of O)lf 

keeneft mifery; w hat I feel at this inftant; 
is not to be dtfcribed: I have been near 
refolving to go into the country with~ut 
feeing or fending to Mrs. Rivers. If £he 

fuould 
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fuould receive me with coldnefs - why, 
-lhould I have expofed myfelf to the chance 
of fuch a reception? It would have been 
better to hav~ waited for Rivers's arrival; 
lhave been too precipitate; my warmth of 
temper has mined me: what had I to do 
to feek his family? I would give the world 
to retraCt my meffage, though it was only 
to let her know I was arrived; that her 
fan was well, and that fhe might every 
hour expeCt him in England. 

There is a rap at the door! I trem ble I 
know not why; the fervant comes up, he 
announces Mr. and Mrs. Temple: my 
heart beats, they are at the door. 

One o'clock • 

. They are gone, and return for me in 
an hour; they infift on my dining with 
them, and tell me Mrs. Rivers is impatient 
to fee me.- Nothing was ever fo polite, 
fo delicate, fo affectionate, as the behaviout' 
of -:eoth; they faw my cQnfufion, and did 

H 2 every 
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every thing to remove it: they enquired 
after Rivers, but without the Ie aft hint of 
the dear intereft I take in him: they 
{poke of thehappinefs of knowing me: 
they afked my friendlhip, in a manner 
the moil: flattering that can be imagin
ed. How ftrongly does Mrs. Temple, 
my dear, refemble her an :able brother! 
ki eyes have the f.ame fenfibility, the 
i:.t:ne pleafing expreffion; I think I 
it'a!"ce ever faw fo charming a woman; 
j love her already; I feel a tendernefs 
f'Jr her, which is inconceivable; I 
ought myfelf two or three times look
;:<g at her, with an attention for which 
1 bluihed. 

How dear to me is every friend of my 
Rivers! 

I believe, there was fomething very 
. fooliih in my behaviour; but they had the 
good-breeding and humanity not to feem 
,) obServe it. 

I had 
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k I had almoft forgot to tell you, they 
(aid. every :thing obliging and affeCtionaH: 
of you and Captain Fermor. 

):'.:ll: 

. My mind is in a ftate not to b: d<:"· 

fcribed; I ft:e~ joy, I feel anxiety, I fed 
doubt, I feel a timidity I cannot conquer at 
the thought -of feeing Mrs. Rivt:rs. 

I have to drefs; therefore mufl: fini {h 

this when I return. 

Twelve at night. 

I am come back,. my deareft Bell; I have 
gone through the fcene I fo mtlch dread
ed, and am aftonifhed I fhould ever think 
of it but with pleafure. How much did 
I injure this moft. amiable of women! 
Her reception. of me was that of a tend€r 
parent, who had found a· long-loft chjld; 

. H 3 ft.e 
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fhe kiffed me, lhe preffed me to her bO-: 
fom; hel" tears flowed in abundance; !he 
called me her daughter, her other Lucy ~ 
fhe aiked me a thoufand queftions of 
her fon; fne would know all that can· 
cerned him, however minute: how he 
looked, whether he talked much of her, 
what were his amu[emel1ts; whether 
he was as handfome as when he left Eng
l<lnd, 

I anfwered her with fome hefitation, 
but with a pleaiure that animated my 
whole foul; I believe, I never appeared· 
to fuch advantage as this day. 

You will not afcribe it to an un. 
meaning vanity, when I tell you, I neve~ 
took [uch pains to pleafe; I even gave a 
particular attention to my drefs, that I 
might, as much as· pollible, juftify my 
Rivers's tendernefs: I never was vain 
for myfelf; but I am fo for him: I am 
indifferent to admiration as Emily Mon
'cague; but as the object of his love, I 

would 
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would be admired by all the world; I 
with to be the firft of my [ex in all that is 
amiable and lovely, that I might make a 
facrifice worthy of my Rivers~ in £hewing 
to all his friends" that he only can infpire 
me with tendernefs., that I live for him 
alone. 

M;r~. Rivers pretred me extremely to 
pafs a month with her: my heart yielded 
too eafily· to her requeft; but I had cou
rage to reDft my own wifhes, as well as 
her folicitations; and ihall fet out in 
three days for Berkihire: I have, how
ever, promifed . to go with them to-mor
row, Qna p;;lrty to Richmond, which Mr. 
Temple Was fo obliging as to propofe on 
my account. 

Late as the feafon is, there is one mor~· 
fllipgoing to· ~ebec, which fails to
m,orrow. 

H4 
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You {hall hear from me again iIi afew 

days by the packet. ' 

Adieu! my deareft friend! 

Your faithful 

EMIL Y MONT.ACu':E. 

Surely it will not be long ~efore Rivers 
arrives; you, my de~r, Bell, will 
judge what muft be my anxiety till 
that moment. 

LET T E R CLXI. 

To Captain FER M 0 R, at Silleri. 

Dover, July 24. eleven oJclock. 

I A M arrived, my dear friend, after a 
paLfage agreeable initfelf; but which

my fears for Emily made infinitely ain'" 
xlOtlS and painful; every wind that 

blew" 
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blew, I: trel1?-b1ed, for, her; . I formed to 
myfelf ideal dangers on her acco\'lut~; 
which reafon had not power to diffipate. 

We 'had a ver-ytumultuous head-fea a 
great part of the voyage, though the 
wind was fair; a certain fign there had 
been ftormy weather, with a contrary 

- wind. I fancied my Emily expofed to 

thofe ftorms; there is no expreffing 'w liat 
I' fuffered from this circumftance. 

On entering the Channel 6f England, 
we fawan empty boat, and fame pieces of 
a wreck floating'; I fancied it part of the 
!hip \yhich conveyed my lovely Emily; a 
fudden chillnefs feized my whole frame, 
my heart died. within me at the fight.:. J 
hadfC'arce courage, when I landed, to en
quire,: .~hether ilie was arrived. 

l:i).fked the. queftion with a trembling" 
voice, and_ had the tranfport to find. the 
{hip had pa'ift;d by,·,and to hear the per
fen -oemy.Emily defcribed amongft the' 

H .5 paffengers 
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paifengers who landed; it was riot eary to' 
miitake her. 

I hope to fee her this evening: what 
do I not feel from that dear hope! 

Chance gives me an opportunity .of for:. 
warding this by New York; I write 
whilft my chaife is getting ready. 

Adietl ! Yours, 

ED. RIVERS-, 

I fhall write to my dear little Bell as' 
foon as I get to town. There is no de
fcribing what I felt at firft feeing the coaft 
of England: I faw the white cliffs with a 
tranfport mixed with veneration; a tranf. 
port, which, however, was checked by 
my fears for the dearer part of myfelf. 

My 
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My chaife is at the ~oor. 

Adieu! 

Your faithful, &c: 

ED. RIVEIt5:' 

• 

-LET T E R CLXII. 

To Mifs FER M 0 R, at Silleri. 

Roche1l:er, July 24-

I AM obliged to wait ten minutes for a 
Canadian gentleman who is with me, 

and has fome letters to deliver here: how 
painful is this delay! But I cannot leave 
a fhanger alone on the road, though I 
lofe fo many minute~ with ~y charming 
Emily. . 

H6 
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To foften this moment as much" as 'pof.- '. 
fible, I willl;>egin a Jetter to my dear.·, 
Bell : bur fw&t Emily is fafe; I wrote 
to, Captain Fermor this morning. 

My heart is gay beyond words: my 
fellow-traveller is aftonilhed at the beauty 
ana riches of England, from what he has 
feen of Kent: fQr my _ part, I point out 
every fine profpeet, and am fo proua of c 

my country, that my whole foul feems to 
be dilated; for which perhaps there are 
other reafons. The day is fine, the nu
merous herds and flocks on the fide of 
the hills, the neatne[s of the houfes, of 
the people, tbe appearance of plenty; all 
exhibit a fcene which muft ftrike one who 
bas been llfed only to the wild graces of 
nature, 

Canada has beauties; but they are of 
au other kind. 

This unreafonable man; he has no 
Illi{trefs to fee in London; he is not ex

peCted 



EMILY MONTAGUE. 157 

petted by the moft amiable of mothers, by 
a family he loves as I do min,¢. 

I will order another chaife, and leave' 
my fervant to attend him. 

He comes. Adieu! my dear little 
Bell! at this moment a gentleman is come 
into·-theinn., who is going. to embark at 
Dover for New York; I will fend this 
by him.- Once more adieu! 

LET~ 
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LET T E R CLXUI.-

To Mifs FER MO R, at Silleri. 

Clarges-&treet, Jdy 2.)"..-

I AM the only perfon here, my dear 
Bell, enough compofed to tell you Ri

vers is arrived in to\":n. He ftopped in 
his poft-chaife, at the end of the ftreet,. 
and rent for me, that I might prepare my 
mother to fee him, and prevent a furprize 
which might have hurried her fpirits too 
much. 

I came back, and told her I had feen a 
gentleman who had left him at Dover,. 
and that he would [oon be here; he fol. 
lowed me in a few minutes. 

I am not painter enough to defcribe 
their meeting; tho' prepared~ it was with 

difficulty 
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difficulty we kept my mother from faint
ing; flie preffed hrm in her arms, !he 
attempted to fpeak, her voice faltered 1 

tears ftole foftly down her cheeks: nor 
was Rivers lefs affeCted; though in a 
different manner ; I never faw him look 
fo handfome;' the' manly tendernefs, 
the filial refpeCt, the lively joy, that were 
expreffed in his countenance, gave him 
a look to which it is impoffible to 
do juftice: he hinted going down to 

Berk!hire to-night; but my mother 
feemed fo hurt at the propofal, that 
he .wrote to Emil y, .and told her 
his reafon for deferring it> till to-mor
row, when we are all to go in my 
coach, and hope to bring her back with 
us to town. 

You judge rightly, my dear Bell, that. 
they were formed for each other; never 
were two minds fo fimilar; we muft 
contrive fome method of making them 
happy: nothing bli t a too great delicacy 
in Rivers prevents their being Jo to-mor-

row; 
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row; were our fituations changed, T fhollld: 
nothefitate a moment to let him make· 
me [O'. 

Lucy has fent for me. Adieu! 

Believe me;. 

Your faithful and devotea~ . 

. LET T E R CLXIV~. 

To Mifs FERMOR, at Silleri. 

Pall Mall,. July 29' 

I AM· thehappieft of human beings L· 

my Ri.vers is arrived, .he is welJ,-pe') 
loves me; I am dear to his family; I fee 

him 
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him without reftraint; I am everyhou:r 
more convinced of the excefsof his aff'ec-. . . ,:. . ~ -',-

tion : his attention to me is 
able; his eyes every moment 
am dearer ~o him than life. 

. . 
mconcepl:-
tell me, I 

I am to be for fame time on a :vifit 
to his fifter; he is at Mrs. Rivers·s:. 
but we are al ways toget~er: we go 
down next ,week to Mr. Temple's, 
in Rutland; they only frayed in _town, 
expetl:jo,g Rivers's arJ;'ival. His feat 
is within fix miles of Rivers's little 
pateJ11al ... efta.t~" which he fettl~q .. ~tIL_ 
his mother when he left England; fhe 
pre{fes him to. refume it, but, he pe .. 
remptorily refufes ;he infifts. on her 
continuing her houfe in town, and being 
perfectly independent, and miftrefs of 
her(elf. . 

I love him a thoq[and times more 
for this tenderne;fs· to. her·; though it 

.difappoints roy dear hope of being, 
. Ris ... 
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his. Did I think j't ,poffible, my dear 
Bell, he could have rifen higher in my 
dl:eem? 

If we are never united, if we alwayS' 
live as at pre[ent, his tendernefs will frill 
make the delight of my life; to fee him:. 
to hear that voice, . to be his friend, the' 
confidante of all his purpofes, of all his 
defigns, to near the fentimerits of that 
generous, that exalted fo:ul'-l would not. 
give up this delight, to be emprefs of the· 
world. 

My ideas of affection are perhaps un':' 
("ommon; but they are not the lefs jufr, 
rior the lefs in nature. 

A blind man may as well judge of co
lors as the mafs of mankind of the fenti
ments of a truly-enamored heart. 

The fenfualand the cold will equallY 
condemn my affection as romantic; few 

minds" 
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minds, my dear Bell, are capable of 
love; they feel pallion, they feel efteern ; 
they even feel that mixture of both 
which is the beft counterfeit of love; 
but of that vivifying fire, that lively ten
derne[s which hurries us out. of our-

~ 

[elves, they know nothing; that tender-
nefs which makes us forget ourfelves, 
when the il1tereft, the happinefs, the ho
nor, of him we love. is concerned; 
that tendernefs which renders the be
loved object all that we fee in the 
creation • 

. Yes, my Rivers, I live, I breathe, I ex~ 
ifr, for you alone: be happy, and your 

. Emily is fa. 

My dear friend, you know love, and 
will therefore bear with all the imperti-.
nence of a tender heart. ' 

I hope you have by this time ;made 
Fitzgerald happy; he deferver you, 
amiable as you are, and you cannot too 

{oon 
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[oon convince him of your affection-:
you -f~metimes play cruelly with_ hi? 
tendernefs : - I have been aftonifhed to, 

fee you torment a heart which adores; 
you. 

I am interrupted~ 

Adieu ! my dear Bell'. 

YOl1raff'eCl:ionate 

EMILY MONTACUE~ 

• 

LET T E R 

TQ Captain FERMOR, at Silled. 

Clarges-Strcet, Aug. I~ 

L ORD -not being in town-, I went 
to his villa at Richmond, to deliver 

your letter. 

1 cannot 
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. I cannot enough, my dear Sir, thank 
you for this introduCtion; I paIred part 
of the day at Richmond, and never was 
more pleafingly entertained. ' 

His politenefs, his learning, his know
ledge of the world, however amiable, are 
in charaCter at his feafon of lif<;; but his 
vivacity is aftoni1hin~. 

What fire, what [pirit., there i~ in his 
converfatioIl! I hardly though,t myfelf 
a ym.mg man near him. What muft he 
have been at five-and-twenty ?"-" 

H~ de{ir~d me to tell you, all his 
intereft1hould be employed for Fitzge
rald, and that he wifhed you to cofue to 
England as [oon as pollible. 

·vVe 



I 
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We are juft fetring off for Temple'. 
houfe in Rutland. 

Adieu! 

Your affeCl:ionate 

ED. RIVERS. 

"', 

LET T E R CLXVI. 

To Cantain F.ER.MOR, at Silleri . 
.I. 

Temple-houfe, Aug. 4; 

l EN JOY, my de at friend, in one 
of the' pleafanteft houfes, and moft 

agreeable fituations imaginable, the fo:. 
ciety of the four perfons in the world 
mof\: dear to me ~ I am in all refpeB:s as 

much 
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l!l1uch at home as if niafter of the family, 
without the cares attending that ftation; 
.my willies, my defires, are prevented 
by Temple's attention and friendihip, 
and my mother and fifter's amiable anxi
ety to oblige me; I find an unfpeakable 
fofmefs in feeing my lovely Emily every 
moment, in feeing her adored by my 
family; in feeing her without reftraint~ 

in being in the fame houfe, in living; 
in that eafy converfe which is born 
from friendihip alone: yet I am not: 

. happy. 

It is that we lofe the prefent happin~ 
in the purfuit of greater: I look forward 
with impatience to that moment which 
will make Emily mine; and the difficul
ties, which I fee on every fide arifing, 
embitter hours which would otherwife be 
exquifitely happy. 

The narrownefs of my fortune, which 
1 fee in a much ftronger light in this land 
·of l~xury, and the apparent impoffibility 

5 of 
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of placing the moil: chaemingor-women 
in the ftation my heart wi.fhes" give me 
anxieties which my reafon cannot con
quer. 

I cannot live without her, I flatter my-
1e1f our union is in fome degree neceffary 
tG her happinefs; yet I dread bringing 
her into diftreifes, which I am doubly 
pbliged to proteCt her from, becaufe {;he 

.would with tranfport meet them all, from 
cendernefs to me. 

I have nothing which I can call my 
Dwn, but my half-pay, and four thou
fand pounds: I have lived amongft the 
firft company in England; all my con
nexions have been rather fuited to my 
birth than fortune. My mother preffes 
me to refume my eft ate, and let her live 
with us alternately; but againft this 1 
am firmly determined; fhe fhall haye her 
own houfe, and never change her manner 
9f living. 

6 Temple 
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.' Temple wollld fhare his eftate with 
me,~if I would allow him; but I am too 
fond of independence to accept favors of 
this kind even from him. 

I have formed a thoufand fchemes; 
and as often found them abortive; I 
go to-morrow to fee our little eft ate,. 
with my mother; it is a private .party 
of our own, and nobody is in the fet
cret ; I will. thef(~ talk over every thing 
with her. 

My mind is at prefent in a ftate 
,of confufion not to be exprelfed -; I 
muft' determine ' on fomething; it is 
improper 'Emily fhould continue long 
with my fifter in her prefent fitua
tion; yet I cannot live without feeing her. 

j!',. ,. 

f 
I have never aiked about Emily's for~ 

'\une; but I know it is a fmall one; per
haps two thoufari'd pounds j I am pretty 
certain, not more, 

VOL. III. I SVe 



170 THE HISTORY OF 

We can live on little, but we muft live 
in [orne degree on a genteel footing: I 
cannot let Emily, who refufed a coach 
and fix for me, pay -vifits on foot; I will 
be content with a poft-chaife, but cannot 
with lefs; I have a little, a very little 
pride, for my Emily. 

I willi it were pomble to prevail on my 
mother to return with us to Canada: I 
could then reconcile my duty and happi
nefs, which at prefent feem almoft incom
patible. 

Emily appears perfectly happy, and to 
look no further than to the fituation in 
which we now are; ihe feems content with 
being my friend only, without thinking of 
a nearer connexion ; I am rather piqued at 
a compo[ure which has the air of indif
ference: why fhould not her impatience 
equal mine? 

The coach is at the door, and my_ mo; 
ther waits for me., 

Every 
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Every happinefs attend my friend, and 
all conneCted with him! in which number 
I hop(t I may, by this tim~, in,clude Fi.tzo 
gerald. 

AdieuJ 

Your affeEl:ionate 

ED. RIVERS: 

I 2 L E T~ 
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LET :r. ER .. ' CLXVII. 

To Captain FERMOR, at Silleri. 

Aug. 6. 

I H A V E been taking 'an exact furvey 
of the houfe and eftate with my mo

ther, in order to determine on fome fu
ture plan of life. 

'Tis inconceivable what I felt on 
returning to a place fo dear to me, 
and which I had not feen for many 
years; I ran haftily from one room to 
another; I traverfed the garden with in
expreffible eagernefs: my eye devoured 
every object; there was ,not a tree, not 
a bllih, which did not revive forne plea
fing, fome foft idea. 

I felt, 
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f felt, to borrow a very pathetic ex~ 
premon of Thomfon's, 

, 
" A th6ufand little tendern,eff'es throb,'~ 

on revifiting tho[e dear fcenes of in~ 

fant happinefs; which were increafed 
by' having with me that eftimable, 
that aff~aionate mother,. to whofe in. 
_~L]lgenFe all, my happinefs had been 
OWlpg., 

But to return to the purpofe of our 
vifit : the houfe is what moft people would 
think too large for the eft ate, even had I 
a right to call it all1t:Iy own; this is, how
ever, a fault, if it is one, which I can eali-: 
Iy forgive. 

TIl ere is furniture enough in it for 
my family,. including my mother; it 

. is \.lnfaihion(J.ble, . but fome of it very 
good: and I think Emily has tender
nefs: enough for me to live with me in 

I 3 ~ houfe, 
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a haufe, the furniture 'of which is not 
perfealy in taite. l, _ 

. In {hart, I knaw her muc,h above hav
ing the fligh'ieft willi of vanity, where ~~ 
comes in competit~on with love. 

We can, as to the haufe, live here 
comm6ciioufly enough; arid our only pre~ 
fent cont:detation' is~ on w-hatwe are ito 

.. '. '," •... I 

'live : -a con-rtderat-i6tl,howev'er,'whidl as 
lovers, I believe in ftrianefs we '='6ught 
to be much above! 

rvIym'oiher again [olicits me to refunie 
-thiseftate; and has propofed mymaking 
over 1:6 "·h&t ~ my half-pay infl:ead of it, 
though of C rh~ch lefs value, which, with 
her own two hundred pounds a year, will, 
ihe fays, enable her to continue her hOllfe 
in tOwn, a pOint I am determined nev@r to 
fuffer her to give up ; becaufe Jhe loves 
London; and becaufe I infift on her ·hav
ing her own houfe to go to, if fhe ihOllld 
ever chance to be difpleafed with ours. 

lam 
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I am inclined to like this propofal: Tem
ple and I will make a calculation; and, if 
we find it wiIl anfwer every neceffary pur
pore to my mother, lowe it to Emily to 
accept of it. 

I endeavor to perfuade myfelf, that I 
am obliging my mother, by giving her 
an opportunity of fhewing her generofity, 
and of making me happy: I have been 
in [pirits ever finee lhe mentioned it. 

I have already projet1:ed a million 
of improvements; have taught new 

. ftreams to flow, planted ideal groves, 
and walked, fancy-led, in fhades of my 
own raifing. 

The fituation of the houfe is enchant
ing; and with all my pamon for the ra
vage luxuriance of America, I begin 
to find my tafre return for the more 
mild and regular charms of my native 
country. 

14- Vie 
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We have no Chaudieres) no Montmo
rencis, none of thofe magnificent {cenes 
on which the Canadians have a right to 
pride themfe1ves; but we excel them in 
the lovely, thefiniling; in enameled rnea
dows, in waving corn· fields, in gardens 
the boaft of Europe; in every elegant 
art which adorns and foftens human life; , 
in all the riches and beauty which culti
vation can give. 

I begin to think I may be bleft in the 
pofIdfion of my Emily, without betraying 
her into a fiate of want; we may, I begin 
to flatter myfelf, live with decency, in re
tirement; .and, in my opinion, there are a 
thoufand charms In retirement with thofe 
we love. 

Upon the whole, I believe we iliall be 
abl~ to live, taking the word lh'e in the 
fenfe of lovers, not of the beau monde" 
who will never allow a little country [quire 
of four hundred 'pounds a year to live. 

Time 
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. Time may do more for us; at leaft, I 
am of an age and temper to encourage 
hope. 

All here are perfectly yours: 

Adieu! my dear friend.1 

Your affectionate 

ED. RIVER.). 

J 5 LET~ 
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LET T E R CLXVIII. 

To Mrs. TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Silleri, Aug. 6. 

T HE leave of abfence for my fa
,ther .and Fitzgerald being come 

fome . weeks fooner than we expeCted, we 
propofe leaving Canada in five or fix 
days. 

I am delighted with the idea of revi
fiting dear England, and feeing friends 
whom I fo tenderly love: yet I feel a 
regret, which I had no idea I iliollid 
have felt, at leaving the [cenes ofa 
thoufand paft pleafures; the murmur
ing rivulets to which Emily and I 
have fat liftening, the fweet woods where 
I have walked with my little circle 

of 
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of friends: I have even a fhong at
tachment to the fcenes themfelves, which 
are infinitely lovely, and fpeak the inimi
table hand of nature which formed them: 
I want to tranfport this fairy ground to 
England. 

I figh when I pafs any particularly 
\ charming fpot; I feel a tendernefs 

beyond what inanimate objects feem to 
merit. 

I muft pay one more vifit to the naiads. 
of Montmorenci. 

Eleven at night~ 

I am juft come from the general's af
fembly; where, I ihould have told YOll, 
I was this day fortnight announced fola-_ 

dame Fitzgerald, to the great mortifica
tion of two or three cats~ who had very 
fagacioufiy determined, that Fitzgerald 
had too much underftanding ever to 

I 6 think 
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think of fuch a flirting, coquetiih crea~ 
tme as a wife . 

. J was grave at the affembly to-night, 
in fpite of all the pains I took to be other
wife: I was hurt at the idea it would pro
hably be the taft at which I fuould be; I 
felt a kind of concern at parting, not only 
with the few I loved, but with thofe who 
had tin to-night been indifferent to me. 

There isfomething affeCting in the idea 
of the tajl time of feeing even thofe per
fans or places, for which we have no par
·:ticular affection. 

1 go to.-morrow to take leave of the 
mms, at the U rfuline convent; I [up
pofe I fi1all carry this melancholy idea with 
me there, and be hurt at feeing them too 
/Qr the laft time. 

I pay vifits every day amongft the pea: 
fants, who are very fond of me. I talk to 
them of their farms, give money to their 

.children; 
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children, and teach their wives to be good 
hufwives: I am the idol of the country 
people five miles round, who declare me 
the moft amiable, moft generous woman 
in the world, and think it a thoufand 
pities I :fhould be damned. 

Adieu! Say every thing for me to my 
fweet friends, if arrived. 

7th, Eleven o'clock. 

I "have this moment a large packet of 
letters for Emily from Mrs. Melmoth, 
which I intend to take the care of my felt: 
as I hope to be in England almoft as [oon 
as this. 

Good morrow! 

Yours ever, &c; 

A. FITZGERALD: 

I an} 
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Three o'clo~ 

I am juft come from vifiting the nuns; 
they expreffed great concern at my leaving 
Canada, and promifed me their prayers 
on my voyage; for which proof of affec
tion, though a good proteftant, I thanked 
them very fincerely. 

. I wifhed exceedingly to have brought 
fome of them away with me; my nun, as 
they call the amiable girl I faw take the 
veil, paid me the flattering tribute of a 
tear at parting; her fine eyes had a con
cern In them, which affected me ex
tremely. 

I was not lefs pleafed with the affection 
the late fuperior, my good old country
woman, expreffed for me, and her regret 
at feeing me for the laft time. 

Surely there is no pleafure on earth 
equal to that of being beloved! I did not 

think 
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think I had. been ftlch a favorite in Ca
nada: it is almoft a pity to leave it; per
haps nobody may love me in England:. 

Yes, I believe Fitzgerald will; and I 
have a' pretty party enough of friends in 
your family . 

. Adieu r· I thall write a line the day we 
embark, by another lliip, which may pof
fibly 'arrive before us. 

L ET T E R CLXIX . 

. To Mrs.. TEMP L E; Pall Mall. 

Silleri, J\ug. 1 J. 

WE embark to-morrow, and hope t? 
, ~. fee you in Iefs than a month, If 
thi~Lfine wind continues. 

) 

lam 
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I ,am jufr come from Montmorenci, 

where, I have been- paying my devotions 
to the tutelary deities of the place for the, 
la) time. 

I had only Fitzgerald with me; we 
vifited every grotto on the lovely banks,. 
where we dined; kiiTed every flower, 
raifed a votive altar on the little ifland, 
pomed a libation of wine to the river 
goddefs; and, in :fhort, did ey~ry thing 
which it- became good heathens to do. 

We frayed till day-light began to'de: 
cline, which, with the idea of the lafl time, 
threw round us a certain melancholy [0-

lemnity; a folemnity which 

~' Deepen'd the murmur of 'the falling 
" floods, 

" And breath'd a browner horror on 
~' the wood~." 

I have twenty things to do, and but a 
inoment to do them in. Adieu' 

- -
lam 
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I am called down; it is to Madame 
Des Roches: fhe is· very obliging to 
come th us fat to fee me. 

uth~ 

We go on board at one; Madame Des 
.Roches goes down with us as far as her 
eft ate, where her boat is to fetch her on 
fhore. She has made me a prefent of 
a pair of extreme pretty bracelets; has 
feht: your brother an elegant fword-knot~ 
and Emily a very beautiful crois of dia~ 
monds. 

I don't believe ihe would be forry if we 
were to run away with her to England: 
I proteft I am half inclined; .it is pity 
fuch a woman fhould be hid all her life in 
the woods of Canada: befides~ one might 
convert her yO~l know; and, on a reli
gious principle, a little deviation from 
rules is. allowable. 

Your 
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Your brother is a!l admirable miffionary 
amongft unbelieving ladies: I really think 
I flull carry her off; if it is only for the 
good of her foul. 

I have but one objection; if Fitzgerald 
"ihould take a fancy to prefer the tender to 
the lively, I ihQuld be in fome danger: 
there is fomething very (~ducing in her 
eyes, I affure you. 

L E T-
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LET T E R CLXX. 

To Mrs. T.E M P L.E, Pall Mall. 

Kamaralkas, Aug. J4' 

By Maclame,Des Roches, who is going 
- on!hore, I write two or three lines, 
to tell you we have got thus far, and have 
.a fair wind; !he will fend it immediately 

-to Q!:tebec, to be put on board any !hip 
going, that you may have the greater va~ 
riety of chances to hear of me. 

There i.s a French lady on board, whofe 
fuperftition bids fair to amufe us; !he has 
thrown half. her little ornaments over
bo'ard for, a: wind, ~md has promifed I 

,kn:ow not how many votive offerings of the 
falne kind t~ St. Jofeph, the patron of 

"Ca·l1.ada, if we get fafe to land; on which 
I !hall 
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I ihall only obferve, that there is nothing 
10 like ancient abfurdity as modern: ihe 
has claffical authority for this· manner of 
playing the fool; Horace; when afraid on 
a voyage, having, if my memory quotes, 
fair,. vowed 

" His dank nnd dropping weeds 
" To the itern god of f<:a.'" 

, L 

The boat is ready" and: Madame pes 
Roches going'; 1 am' very unwilling to part 
with her; and her prefent concern at leay
ing me would be very flattering, if I did 
not think the remembranct;! of your bro
ther had the gr.eateft fhare in it. 

She has wrote four or five letters to him, 
fince ihe came on board, very tender ones 
I fancy, and deft rayed them; :!he has at. 
Iail: wrote a meer, complimentary kind of 
card, only thanking him' for his offers of 
fervice; yet I fee it gives, her'pleafure· t.o 
write even this, however cold and formal;· 

becaufe. 
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b~cau[eaddreffed to him: lheafked me .. , 
if I thought there was ·anYi[lrp~bpriety 
in her writing to him, and whether it 
would not be better to addrefs he.rfelfto 
Emily;.· I fmiled at ·her fimplicity, 'and 
fhe finifhed her letter ;lhe blufhedand 
looked down when fhe gave jt me. 

She. is lefs like a fprightly French wi
dow, than a fooliih Englifh girl, who loves 
for the firft time; 

But I fuppofe, when the heart is really 
touched, the feelings of all nations have 
a pretty near refemblance: .it is only that 
the French ladies a~e generaJlyrnore co
quets, and lees inclined to the romantic 
fry Ie of love, than the Engliih; anq. we are, 
therefore, furprized when we find in thenl 
.' ,C _ 

th)s trembling fenfibility . 

. There are exceptions, however, to all 
rules; and your little Bell [eerns, in point 

of 
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of love, to have changed countries with 
Madame Des Roches. . 

The gale encreafes, it flutters in the 
fails; my fair frienq is fummoned;. the 
captain chides our delay ~ . 

Adieu! ma chere Madame Des Roches: 
I em brace her; I feel the force of its 
being for the laft time. I am afraid fhe 
feels it yet more ftrongly, than I do: 
in parting with the lail: 'of' his· friends, 
ihe [eems to part with her Rivers for 
ever. 

One look more at the wild graces of 
nature I leave behind. 

Adieu! Canada! adieu! fweeta= 
bode of the wood-nymphs! never fhall 
I ceafe to remember with delight the 
place where I have paffed fa many happy 
hours. 

Heaven 
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Heaven preferve my dear Lucy, and 
, give profperous gales to her friends! 

Your faithful 

. A. FITZGERALD;, 

L . E T T E R CLXXI. 

To Mifs MONTAGUE. 

me of Bic, Aug. 16. 

Yo U are little obliged to me, my 
. dear, for writing to you on fuip

board; one of the greateft miferies here~ 

being the want of employment: I there
fore write for my own amufement, not 
yours . 

. We have fome French ladies on board, 
but they do not refemble Madame Des 

6 Roches. 
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R.oches. I am weary of them already ~ 
though we have been fa few days toge
ther. 

The wind is contrary, and weare at an
chor tm-der this· iDand; Fitzgerald has 
propofed going to dine on fhore : it looks 
cxceffively pretty from th~ fhip. 

Seven in the Evening. 

W€ are returned from' Bic, after pafting 
2 very agreeable day. 

We dined on the grafs, at a little dif· 
ranee from the :fhore, under the fhelter of 
a very fine wood, whofe form, the trees 
riling above each other in the fame regu
lar confulion, brought the dear fhades of 
Silleri to our remembnince. 

We walked after dinner, and picked 
raiberries, in the wood; and in our ram
ble came unexpectedly to the .middle of a 

viilio, 
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vi11:o, which, whilft fome fhips of war lay 
here, the failors had cut through the 
ifiand. 

From this fituation, being a riling 
ground, we could fee directly through the 
avenue to both fhores: the view of each 
was wildly majeftic; the river comes finely 
in, whichever way you turn your fight; 
but to the fauth, which is more fheltered, 
the water juft trembling to the breeze, 
our fhip which had put all her ftreamers 
out, and to which the dde gave a gentle 
motion, with a few [cattered houfes, faintly 
feen amongft the trees at a diftarlce, ter
minated the profpect, in a manner which 
was inchanting. 

Idie to build a houfe on this iOand; it 
is pity fuch a fweet fpot fhould be unin
habited: I fhould like exceffive1y to be 
~leen of Bic. 

Fitzgerald has carved my name on a 
maple, near the ihore; a pretty piece of 

VOL. III. K gallantry 
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gallantry in a hufband, you willi allow: 
perhaps he means it as takingp.offeffiop 
for me of the ifiand. 

We are going to cards. Adieu! for 
the prefent. 

Aug. IS. 

'Tis one of the lovelieft days I ever 
faw: we are fifhing under the Magdalen 
Wands; the weather is perfeCtly calm, 
the fea juft' dimpled, the fun-beams dance 
on the waves, the fifh are playing on the 
furface of the water: the ifiand is at a 
proper diftance to form an agreeable point 
of view; and upon the whole the fcene is 
divine. 

There is one houfe on the ifiand, which, 
at a difrance, feems fo beautifully fituated, 
that I have loft all defire of fixing at Ric: 
.J want to land, and go to the hou[e for 

milk, 
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milk, but there is no good landing-place 
on this fide; the Wand feems here to be 
fenced in by a regular wall of rock. 

A breeze fprings up; our fi1hing is at 
an end for the prefent: I am afraid we 
fhall not pafs many days fo agreeably as 
we have done this. I feel horr0r at the 
idea of fo foon lofing fight of land, and 
launching on the vafl Atlantic. 

Adieu ! Yours, 

A. FITZGERALD.' 

K 2 L E T-
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LET T E'R CLXXII. 

To Mrs: TEMPLE, Pall Mall. 

Aug. 1.6, at Sea. 

W· '.' E have jut1 fallen in with a fhip 
from New York to London, and, 

as it is a calm, the maHer of it is come 
on board; whilil he is drinking a bottle 
of vei'y fine Madeira, which Fitzgerald 
b3.s tempted him with on purpofe to give 
me this opportunity, as it is pomble he 
may arrive firft, I will write a line, to tell 
my dear Lucy we are all well, and hope 
foon to have the happinefs of telling her 
fa in perfon; I aifo fend what I fcribbled 
before we 10ft fight of land; for I have 
had no fpirits to write or do any thing 
fince. 

There is inexpreffible pleafure in meet
ing a !hip at fea, and ren~wing o~r com

merce 



EMILY MONTAGUE. I97 

merce with the human kind, after having 
been fa abfolutely feparated from them. 
I -feel ftrongly at this moment the incon
ftaney of the fpecies: we naturally grow 
tired of the company on board our own 
{hip, and fancy the peop.le in every ()ne 
we meet more agreeable. 

For my part, this fpirit is fa power-' 
ful in me, that I would. gladly, if I 
could have prevailed on my father aNd 

Fitzgerald, have gone on board with 
this ma~" and purfued our voyage in the 
New York fhip. I have felt the fame 
thing on land in a coach, on feeing ano
ther pafs. 

We have had a very unpleafant paifage 
hitherto, and weather to fright a better 
failor than your friend: it is to me afto
nifhing, that there are men found, and 
thofe . men of fortune too, who can fix on 
a fea life as a profeffion. 

K3 How 
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How {hong muff be the love of gain, 
1:0 tempt us to embrace a lite of danger, 
pain, and mifery; to give up all the beau
ti(~s of nature and of art, all the charms 
(if fociery, and feparate ourfel yes from 
ma!1kind~ to arnals wealth, which the 
":~'7 prcfefhNl takt.;;s t(\\fdJ \,in poffibility 
of ('ojQying ! 

Even glory lS a poor reward for a life 
pz:rTed at fea. 

I had rather be a pea!imt on a funny 
bank, with peace, [afety, obiCurity, 
bread, and a little garden of rofts, than 
Ivrd high admiral of the Britiih fleet. 

Setting afrde the variety of dangers at 
rea, the time pafTed there is a total fuf .. 
penfion of one's exiftence: I {peak of 
the beft part of our time there, for at 
leaft a third of every voyage is pofitive 
.mifery. 

, 

I abhor 
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I abhor the rea, and am peevi{h with 
€very cr.eature about me. 

If there were no other evil attendiJ1g 
this vile life~ only think of being cooped 
1;lp weeks together in fllCh a [pace, and 
with the fame eternal fet of peopk. 

If cards had not a little relieved me, I 
ihould have died of meer vexation before 
I had finifhed half the voyage. 

What would I not give to fee the dear 
white cliffs of Albion! 

Adieu! I have not time to fay more. 

Yom affec1:ionate 

. A. FITZGERALD.' 

K4 LE T-
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LET T E R CLXXIII. 

To Mrs. T EM P L E, Pall Mal1. 

Dover, Sept. 8. 

W Eare this inftant landed, my 
dear, and fuall be In town to

morrow. 

My father ftops one day on the road, 
to introduce Mr. Fitzgerald to a relation 
of ours, who lives a few miles from Can
terbury, 

I am wild with joy at fetting foot once 
more on dry land. 

I am not lefs happy to have traced your 
brother and Emily, by my enquiries here, 
for we left ~lebec too [oon to have ad. 
vice there of their arrival. 

Adieu! 
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Adieu! If in town, you f'hall fee us 

the moment we get there; if in the coun
try, write immediately, to the care of the 
agent. 

Let me know where to fi~d Emily, 
whom I die to fee: i~ibe frill Emily 
Montague? 

Adieu! 

Your affeaionate 

A. FITZGERALD;' 

L E T-
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LET T E R CLXXIV. 

To Mrs. FITZGERALD. 

Temple-houfe, Sept. I I. 

YOU R letter, my dear Bell, was rent 
by this pof\: to the country •. 

It is unnece:Tary to tell you the plea
fme it gives us all to hear of your fafe 
arrival. 

All om argofies have now landed 
their treafmes: you will believe us to 
have been more anxious about friends 
:i6 dear to us, than the merchant for his 
gold and [pices; we have fuffered the 
greater anxjety, by the circumftance 
of your having. returned at different 
t1meso 

I flatter. 
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I flatter myfelf, the future will pay us 
for the paft. 

You may now, my dear Bell, re
vive your coterie, with the addition of 
fome friends who love you very fin
cerely. 

Emily (ftill Emily Montague) is with 
a relation in Berkfhire, fetding forne 
affairs previous to her marriage with 
my brother, to which we flatter our
fel ves there will be no further objec
tions. 

I affure you, r begin to be a little jea
lous of this Emily of yours; ihe rivals me 
extremely with my mother, and indeed 
with evey body elfe,_ 

We all come to town next week, when 
you will make 11S very unhappy if you 
do not Become one of om family in Pall 

K 6 Mall, 
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Mall, and return with us for a few months 
to the country. 

My brother is at his little eft ate, fhi 
miles from hence, where he is making 
fome alterations, for tile reception of 
Emily; he is fitting up her apartment 
in a ftyle equally fimple and elegant, 
which, howev.er,. you. muft not tell her, 
becaufe fhe is to be furprized: her dref
.ling room, and a little adjoining clofet 
of beoks, will be enchanting: yet the 
expence of all he bas done is a mere 
trifle. 

I am the only perron in the fecret; 
and have been with him this morning to 
fee it: there is a gay, fmiling air in the 
whole apartment,~ which pleafes me infi
nitely; you will fuppofe he does not 
forget jars of flowers, becaufe you know 
how much they are Emily's tafte: he has 
forgot no ornament which he knew was 
agreeable to her, 

Happily 
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Happily for his fortune, her pleafures 
are not of the expenfive kind; he would 
ruin himfelf if they were. 

He has befpoke a very handfome poft 
chaife, which is alfo a feerer to Emily, 
who infifts on not having one. 

Their income wiH be about five hun~ 
dred pounds a year: it is not mueh; 
yet, with their difpofitions, I think it will 
make them happy. 

My brother will write to Mr. Fitzgeo 

raId next poit: fay every thing affectionate 
for us all to him and Captain Fermor. 

Adieu ! Yours, 

Lucy TEMPLE. 

I.E T. 
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To Captain FIT.ZGERALD •. 

Bellfield, Sept. 13"' 

I CONGRATULATE you, my dear 
friend, on your fafe arrival, and on 

your marriage. 

You have got the ftart of me in happi.;. 
nefs; I love you., however, too fincerely 
to envy you. 

Emily has. promifed me her hand, as' .. 
[oon as fome little family affairs are fettled, 
w hieh I flatter m yfelf will not take above 
another week. -

When £he gave me this promife, !he 
begged me to allow her to return to Berk

fbire 
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fhire till our marriage took place; I felt 
the propriety of this ftep, and therefore 
would not oppofe it: fhe pleaded having 
fome b'ufinefs alfo to fettle with her rela
tion- there. 

My mother has given back the deed 
of fettlement of my eftate, and accepted 
of an affignment on my half-pay: fhe 
is greatly a lofer; but fne infifted on 
making me happy, with f1..1ch an air of 
tendernefs, that I could not deny her 
that fatisfacrion. 

I fhall keep fome land in my own 
hands, and farm; which will enable 
me to have a poft-chaife for Emily, and 

_ my mother, who will be a good deal 
with us; and a conftant decent table 
for a friend. 

Emily is to fuperjntend the dairy 
and garden; :the has a pallion for flow
ers, with which I am extremely p]eafed, 

as 
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as it will be to her _ a continual fouree 
of pleafure .. 

I feel fuch delight in the idea of mak-
ing her happy, that I think nothing a 
trifle which can be in the leaft degree. 
pfeafing to her. 

I could even willi to invent new plea
fures for her gratification. . 

I hope to be happy;_ and-to make 
the lovelieft of womankind fo, becaufe 
my notions of the ftate, into which I 
am ent~ring, are I hope juft, and free 
from that romantic turn fo deftruct:ive to 
happinefs. 

I have, once in my life, had an at~ 
tachment nearly refembling marriage, 
to a widow of rank, with whom I was 
acquainted abroad; and with whom I 
almoft feeluded myfelf from the world 
near a twelvemonth, when !he died of 

a fever, 
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a fever, a ihoke I was long before. I 
recovered. 

, 
I loved her with tendernefs; but that 

love, compared to what I feel for Emily, 
was as a grain of fand to the globe of 
earth, or the weight of a feather to the 
univerfe. 

A marriage where not only efteem, but 
paffion is kept awake, is, I am convin
<;ed, the moft perfeCt ftate of fublunary 
happinefs: but it requires great care to 
keep this tender plant alive; efpecially, I 
blufh to fay it, on our fide. 

Women are naturally more conil:ant, 
education improves this happy difpofi
tion : the hufband who has the polite
nefs, the attention, and delicacy of a lover, 
will always be beloved. 

The fame is generally, but not always; 
true on the other fide: I ha "~ f:: m-::times 

f:en 
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[een the moft amiable, the mOlt" delicate 
of the fex, fail in keeping the affeCtion, of 
their huibands. 

I am well aware, my friend,. that we 
;,:;;'e not to expeCl: here a life of continual' 
rapture: in the happieft marriage there' 
is danger of [orne languid moments: to 
avoid thefe, fhaTI be my ftudy; and I anl: 
certain they are to be avoided. 

The inebriation, tlle tumult ofpaffion;. 
will undoubtedly grow lefs after mar
riage, that is, after peaceable poffeffion ; 
hopes and fears alone keep it in its 
firft violent ftate: but, though it fub
fides, it gives place to a tendernefs frill 
more p1ea[ll1g, to a foft, and, if you 
will allow the expreffion, a voluptuous 
ranq.uiUity: the pleafure does not ceafe, 
does not even leifen l it only changes 
its nature. 

My filter .tells me, fhe flatters helfe1£, , 
you. , 
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you will give a few months to hers 
and Mr. Temple's friendiliip; I will 
not give up the claim I have to the 
fame favor. 

My little farm will induce only friends 
to vifi t us; and it is not le[s pleafing to 
me for that circumftance: one of the 
misfortunes of a very exalted ftation, is 
the l1avery it fubjecrs us to in regard to 
the ceremonial world. 

Upon the whole, I believe, the moft 
agreeable, as wen as moft free of all fitu
ations, to be that of a. little country 
gentleman, who lives \'lpon his income, 
and knows enough of the world not to 

envy his richer neighbours. 

Let me hear from you, my dear Fitz
gerald, and tell me, if, little as I am, 
I can be any way of the leaft ufe to 
you. 

You 
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You wiU fee Emily before I do; fhe 
is more lovely) more enchanting, than 
ever. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald will make me happy if 
fue can invent any commands for me. 

Adieu! Believe me 

Your faithful, &c~' 

ED. RIYERS~ 

L E- T-



EM'lL YMONTAGUE. 213 

LET T E R CLXXVI. 

To Colonel RIVERS, at Bellfield, Rutland. 

London, Sept, 15. 

Ev E R Y mark of your friendlhip, my 
dear Rivers, muit be particularly 

pleafing to one who knows your worth as 
I do: I have, therefore, to thank you as 
well for your letter, as for thofe obliging 
offers of fervice, which I {hall make no 
fc·ruple of accepting, :if I have occafion 
for them. 

I rejoic~ in the profpeCl: of your being 
as happy as myfelf: nothing can be more 
juft than your ideas of marriage; I mean, 
of a marriage founded on inclination: all 
that you defcribe, I am fo happy as to ex
'penence. 

10 I never 
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I never loved my [weet girl fo tenderly 
as fince 1he has been mine; my heart ac
knowledges the obligation of her having 
trufted the future happinefs or mifery of 
her life in my hands. She is every hour 
more dear to me; I value as I ought thofe 
thoufand little attentions, by which a new 
[oftnefs is every moment given to our af
fection. 

I do not indeed feel the fame tumul· 
tuous emotion.at feeing her; but I feel a 
fenfation equally delightful: a JOY more 
tranquil, but not lefs lively. 

I will own to you, that I had thong 
prejudices againil: marriage, which nothing 
but love could have conquered; the idea 
of an indiffoluble union deterred me from 
thinking of a ferious engagement: I at .. : 
tached myfelf to the moil: feducing, moft 
attraB:ive of women, without thinking the 
pleafure I found in feeing her of any con-
1equence: I thought her lovely, but never 

fufpected 



EM:I;LY MONT AG UE. 21 5 

:{ufpected I loved; I thought the delight 
I ~afted in hearing her, merely the effects 
of thofe charms which all the W'orld 
.found in her converfation; my vanity 
was gratified by the flattering preference 
fue gave me to the reft of my [ex; I 
fancied this all, and imagined I could 
ceafe feeing the little fyren whenever I 
pleafed. 

I was, however, miftaken; love ftole 
upon me imperceptibly, and en badinant; 
I was enfiaved, when I only thought my
felf am ufed. 

We have not yet feen Mifs Montague; 
we go down on Friday to Berk!hire, Bell 
having fome letters for her, which !he was 
defired to deli ver herfelf. 

I will write to you again the moment I . 
have feen her. 

The invitation Mr. and Mrs. Temple 
have been [0 obliging as to give llS, is too 

pleaflng 
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pleafing to ourfelves not to be accepted; 
we alfo expect with impatience the time 
of vifiting you at your farm. 

Adieu! 

Your affectionate· 

J. FITZGERALD. 

L E T~ 
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t E T T E R CLXXVII. 

To Captain FITZGERALD, 

Stamford, Sept. 16, EveniJlg. 
-

BE IN G here on fame hufinefs, my 
dear friend, I receive your letter in 

time to anfwer it to-night. 

We hope to he in town this day [even': 
night; and I flatter myfeJf~ my deareft 
Emily will not delay my happinefs many 
days longer:· I grudge you the pleafu re 
of feeing her on Friday. 

I triumph greatly in your having been 
feduced into matrimony, h~cau[e I never 
knew a man more of a turn to make an 
agreeable hufband; it was the idea that 

VOL. III, L ocem-red 
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occurred to me the Brit moment· I raw 
you. 

Do you know, my dear Fitzgerald, 
that, if your little fyren had not kntici
pated my purpofe, I had defigns upon you 
for my fiiter ? 

Through that carelefs, inattentive look 
of yours, I faw fa much right f~nfe, and. 
fa affeCtionate a heart, that I wi!hed no".. 
thing fa much as that !he might have 
attached you; and had laid a fcheme to 
bring you acquainted, hoping the reft 
from the merit fa confpicuous in you 
both. 

Both are, however, fa happily dif
pored of elfewhere, that I have no 
reafon to regret my fcheme did not fuc
ceed. 

There IS fomething in your perfon, 
as well as manner, which I am con
vinced· muft be particularly pleafing 

to 
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to women; with an extremely agree
able fonn, you have a certa·in manly, 
fpirited air, which promifes them a 

. protector; a look of underfranding, 
which is the indication of' a pleaf
ing companion; a fenfibility of coun
tenance, which fpeaks a friend and a 
lover; to which I ought to add, an 
affectionate, conftantattention to women, 
and a· police indifference to men, which 
above all things flatters the vanity of the 

fex. 

Of all men breathing, I ihould have 
been moft afraid of you as a rival; Mrs. 
Fitzgerald has told me, you have faid the 
fame thing of me. 

Happily,. however, our taftes were 
difrerent; the tWe amiable objetl:s of 
our tendernefs were perhaps equally 
lovely; but it is not the meer form, 
it is the character that ftrikes: the 
fire, the fpirit, the vivacity, the a
waken,ed manner, of Mifs, Fermor 

L 2 won 
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won you; whilft my heart was cap
tivated by that bewitching languor, 
that [educing fofme[s,. that melting 
fenfibility, in the air of my [weet Emi
ly, which is, at leaft to me, more 
touching than all the fprightlinefs in the 
world. 

There is in true fenfibility of foul, fuch 
a refIftleis charm, that we are even affected 
by that of which we are not ourfelves the 
object: we feel a degree of emotion at 
being witnefs to the affection which ano
ther infpires. 

'Tis late, and my horfes are at the 
door. 

Adieu! 

Your faithful 

ED. RIVERS. 

1..,E T. 
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LE T T E R CLXXVIU. 

To MiC'.l MOHr AGuE, R()f~hil1, Betkihit'e •. 

Temple-houfe, Sept. 16. 

I HAVE but a moment, my deareft 
Emily, to tell you Heaven favors your 

tendernefs: it removes every anxiety from 
. two of the worthieft and moil: gentle of 
human hearts. 

You and my brother have both lamented 
to me the painful neceffity you were under, 
of redu-cing my mother to a lefs income 
than that to 'which .the had been accuf
tomed. 

An unexpea~d event has reftored to her 
more than what her tendernefs for my 
brother had deprived her of. 

A relation 
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A relation abrbad,who owed everything 
to her father's friendfhip, has fent her, as. 
an acknowledgment of that friendfhip, a 
deed of gift, fetding on her four hundred 
pounds a year for life~ 

My brother is at Stamford, and is yet 
unacquainted with this agreeable event .. 

You will hear from him next poPe .. 

Adie.u! my dear'Emily [ 

Your affectio.nate-

L. TEMPL:C~ 

END a F VOL.. III. 




