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L ET TER CXXII.
To Colonel Rivers, at Montreal,

Quebec, April 17

F OW different, my Rivers, is your

# < laft letter from all your Emily

A & has ever yet received from you!

What have 1 done to deferve fuch fufpi-

cions? How unjuft are your fex in all their
connexions with ours!

Vou, 111, B Do
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~ Do I not know love? and does this re-
proach come from the man on whom my
heart doats, the man, whom to make hap-
py> I would with-tranfport ceafe to live?
can you one moment doubt your Emily’s
tendernefs ? have not her eyes, her air, her
look, her indifcretion, a thoufand times
told you, in fpite of herfelf, the dear fe-
cret of her heart, long before the was
confcious of the tendernefs of yours?

Did I think only of myfelf, I could live
with you in a defart; all places, all fitua-
tions are equally charming to me, with
you: without you, the whole world af-
“fords nothing which could give a mo-
ment’s pleafure to your Emily.

- Let me but fee thofe eyes in which the.
tendereft love is painted, let me but hear
that enchanting voice, I am infenfible to all
elfe, I know nothing of what paffes around
me; all that has no relation to you pafies
away like a morning dream, the impreffion
of which is effaced in a moment: my ten-

dernefs
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dernefs for you fills my whole foul, and
leaves no room for any other idea. Rank,
fortune, my native country, my frlends
all are nothing in -the balanee with.my
Rivers,

For your own fake, I once more entreat
you to return to England: I will follow
you ;I will fiwear never to marry another;
I will fee you, I will allow you to continue
the tender inclination which unites us,
Fortune may there be more favorable to
our withes than we now: hope; may join
us without deftroying the peace of the beft
of parents.

But if you perfift, if you will facrifice
every confideration to your tendernefs— .
My Rivers, I thave.no will but yours.

B2 LET-
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LETTER CXXIV.
To Mifs FerMoRr, at Silleri,

London, Feb, 17.

My dear Bell,

" UCY, being deprived of the pleafure

of writing to you, as.the intended,

by Lady Anne Melville’s dining with her,
defires me to make her apologies.

Allow me to fay fomething for myfelf,
and to fhare my joy with one who will, 1
am fure, fo very fincerely fympathize wit:h
me in it. o

I could not have believed, my dear Bell,
it had been fo very eafy a thing to be
conftant: I declare, but don’t mention this,
left I thould be laughed at, I have never

fele
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felt the leaft inclination for any other
woman, fince I married.your lovely friend.

I now fee a circle of Beauties with the
fame indifference as a bed of fnowdrops:
no charms affeé&t me but hers; the whole
creation to me contains no other woman.

-1 find her every day, every hour, more
lovely ; there is in'my Lucy a mixture of
modefty, delicacy, vivacity, innocence, and
bluthing fenfibility, which add a thoufand
unfpeakable graces to the moft beautiful
perfon the hand of nature ever formed.

- There is no defcribing her enchanting
fmile, the {mile of unaffetted, artlefs ten-
dernefs, How fhall I paint to you the
fweet mvoluntary glow of pleafure, the
kmdlmg fire of her eyes, when I ap-
proach or thofe thoufand little dear at-
tentions of which love alone knows the
value? -

B3 I never,
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I never, my dear girl, knew happinefs
till. now; my tendernefs: is abfolutely a
fpecies of idolatry; you cannot think what
a flave thls Jovely ¢ mrl has made me.

As a proof ofthis, the little tyrant infifts
on my omitting a thoufand civil things
I had to fay to you, and attending her and .
Lady Anne immediately tO‘theropera'-, the

“bids me however tell you, fhe loves you
paffing the love of womany: 2t leaft of hand~
fome women, who are not generally cele-
brated for their- candor and good-will to
eachrother,

Adicu, my deareft Bell!
YOUI‘S,

J. TempLE..

IJETQ’
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L ETTE R CXXV.

To Joun Tempre, Efg; Pall Mall
Sillefi, -Aptil 18,

;ENDEEﬁP

“Is thls that haughty, gellant, gay Lo-
‘ thario,
¢ 'That dear. perfidiougm—""

Abfolutel -, my dear Temple, the fex
ought never to forgive Lucy “for daring
‘to, monopolize fo very charming a fel-
low. 1 had fome thoughts of a little
badinage with you myfelf, if I thould re-
tufn. foon to Englandy but I now give
up the very idea.

One thing I will, however; venture to
fay, that Jove Luucy as much as you pleafe,
B4 - you
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you will never love her half fo well as the
deferves; which, let me tell you, is a great
deal for one woman, efpecially, as you well
.obferve, one handfome woman, to fay of
another,

I am, however, not quite clear your.
idea is juft: cartifm, if 1 may be allowed
the expreffion, feeming more likely to be
the vice of thofe who are confcious of
wanting themfelves the dear power of
‘plealing.

Handfome women ought to be, what T’
profefs ‘myfelf, who am however only
pretty, too vain to be envious; and yet
we fee, I am afraid, too often, fome little
fparks of this mean paffion between rival
Beauties.

Impartially fpeaking, I believe the beft
natured women, and the moft free from
envy, are thofe who, without being very
handfome, have that je ne frai quoi, thofe
namelefs graces, which pleafe even without

beauty ;
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beauty ;' and who therefore, finding more
attention paid to them by men than their
looking-glafs tells them they have a right
to expet, are for that reafon in conftant
good humour with themfelves, and- of
courfe with every body elfe: whereas Beau-
ties, claiming univerfal empire, are at war
with all who difpute their rlghts, that is,
with half the fex.

I am very good-natured myfelf; but it
is, perhaps, becaufe, though a pretty
woman, I am more agreeable than hand-
fome, and have an infinity of the je ne
Jedi quoi.. \

A propo.r, my dear Temple, I am fo
pleafed with what Montefquleu fays on
this fubjet, that I find it is not in my
nature to refift tranflating and mfertmg
it; you ¢anfiot then fay I have fent you a
'lc;ter,m which there is nothing worth.
reading,

Bs I beg
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I beg you will read: this to the miffes,
for which yew cannot fail of their thanks,
and for this reafon; there are perhaps a
~dozen women in the world who do not
think themfelves handfome, but I will
venture to fay, not one who does not
think herfelf  agreeable, and that fhe
has this namelefs charm, this fo much
talked of I know mot what, which is. fo
much better than beauty “But to my
Montefqulcu

““ There is fometimes, both in.perfons
and things, an invifible charm, a natu-
ral grace, which we cannot define, and
which we are therefore obliged to call
£ the je ne frai quoi.

['13

(19

(14

f‘ It feems to me- that this is an effect
&, principally founded on furprize.

*“ 'We are touched that a perfon pIeafes
us more than fhe feemed at firft to have
 aright
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“a rlght to do; and we are agreeably

furprized that the fhould have known
how to conquer thofe defeéts which
our eyes thewed us, but which our

*‘hearts no longer- believe: *tis for this

reafon that women, who are not hand-

* fome, have often graces or agreeable-’

nefles; and that beautiful ones very

“* feldom ‘have.

% For a beautiful perfon does generally
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the very contrary of what we expected;
fhe appears to us by degrees lefs ami-
able, and, after having furprized us

' pleafingly, the furprizes us in a cone

trary: %‘manner but the agreeable im-

¢ preffion is old, the d1fagreeable one
' new: ’tis. alfo feldom that Beauties in-

fpire violent paffions, which are almoft
always referved for thofe who have
graces, that is to fay, agreeablenefies,
which we did not expect, and which

¢ we had no reafon to expect.

Bé6 ¢ Magni-
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“ Magnificent habits have feldom grace,

- which the dreﬁ'es of thepherdeffes oftert

have,

¢ We admire the majefty of the dra-

(43
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peries of Paul Veronefe; but we- are

" touched with the fimplicity of Raphael,

and the exactnefs of Corregio.

*“ Paul Veronefe promifes much, and
pays all he promifes; Raphael and Cor-
regio promife little, and pay much,

.. which pleafes us more.

. “ Thefe graces, thefe agreeableneffes,

are found oftener in the mind than
in the countenance: the charms of a
beautiful countenanceare feldom hidden,
they appear at-firft view ; but the mind

‘does not thew itfelf except by degrees,

when it pleafes, and as much asit pleafes;;
it can conceal itfelf in order to appear,
and give that fpecies of furprize to
which thofe graces, of which I fpeak,
owe their exiftence,

¢ ThlS
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¢ This grace, this agreeablenefs, is lefs
in the countenance than in the manner;
the manner changes every inftant, ‘and
can therefore every moment give us
the pleafure of farprize: in one word,
a woman can be handfome but in one

“ way, but the may be agreeable in a
¢ hundred thoufand.”

<%

<
L 11

[14

I like this dotrine of Montefquieu’s
extremely, becaufe it gives every woman'
her chance, and becaufe it ranks me above
a thoufand handfomer women, in the dear
power of infpiring paffion.

Cruel creature ! why did you give me
the idea of flowetrs ? Inow envy you your
foggy climate : the earth with you is at
this moment covered with a thoufand
lovely children of the [pring; with us, it
is an univerfal plain of {now.

Our beaux are terribly at a lofs for
fimilies : you have lillies of the valley for
comparifons ; we nothing but what with

the
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the idea of whitenefs gives that of cold-
nefs too. ‘

. This is all the quarrel I have with Ca-

nada: the fummer is delicious, the win-
ter pleafant with all its feverities; but:
alas ! the {miling {pring is not here; we
pafs from winter to fummer in an inftant;
and lofe the {prightly {feafon of the Loves.

A letter from the God of my idolatry
=] muft anfwer it inftantly.

Adieu! Yours, &c.

A. FERMOR..

LET-
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LETTER CXXVL

To Captain F1TzGERALD.

ES, I give permiflion; you may
come this afternoon : there is fome-
thing amufing enough in your dear non-
fenfe ; and, as my father will be at Qle-
bec, I thall want amufement,

I,t. will alfo furnifh a little chat for the
mifies at QL_ICbGC 5 a téte-d-1éte with a tall

Trifhman is a fubject which cannot efcape
their fagacxty

Adieu! Yours,

LET-.
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LETTETZR CXXVI.

To Mrs. TemprLe, Pall Mall.

Silleri, April ze.

FTER my immenft letter to your
love, my dear, you muft not expeét
me to fay much to your fair Iadyﬁnp

I am orlad to find you manage Templc
fo admnably the wifeft, the w11dcﬁ the
graveft, and the gayeft, are equally our
flaves, when we have proper ideas- of pet-
ticoat politics.

I intend to compofe a code of laws for
the government of hufbands, and get ie
tranflated into all the modern lancuages 5
which I apprehend will be of infinite be-
nehit to the world,

Do
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Do you know I am a greater fool than
I imagined ! You may remember I was
always extremely fond of {weet waters,
1 left them off “lately, upon an idea,
though a miftaken one, that Fitzgerald
did not like them : T yefterday heard him
fay the contrary ; and, without thinking
of it, went mechanically to my drefling-
room, and put lavender water on my
handkerchief,

Thisis, I am afraid, rather a ftrong
fymptom of my being abfurd ; however,
Ifindic pleafant to be fo, and-therefore
give way to it,

It is divinely warm to-day, though the
fnow is ftill on the ground; it is melting
fatt however, Wthh makes it impoffible
for me to get to Quebec, I fhall be
confined for at leaft a week, and Emiily
notwith me: I die for amufement. Fitz-
gerald ventures ftill at the hazard of his
own neck and his horfes legs; for:the
latter of Wh1ch amma]s I have fo much

compaflion,
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compaflion, that I have ordered both to
ftay at home a few days, which days I
thall devote to ftudy and contemplation,
and little pert chit-chats with papa, who
is ten times more fretful at being kept
within doors” than I am: I intend to
win a little fortune of him at piquet be-
fore the world breaks in upon our foli-
tude, Adieu! I am idle, but always

,Youx"faiﬁhf ul

A, FirMoR.,

LETTER CXXVIL

To the Earl of

Silleri, April ze.

27 FIS indeed, my Lord, an advantage
. for which we cannot be too thank-
ful to the Supreme Being, to be born in

a country whofe religion and laws are
' ~ fuch,
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~ fuch, as would have been the objeéts of
our withes, had we been born in any
other. -

Our religion, I would be underftood to
mean Chriftianity in general, carries in-
ternal conviction- by the excellency of its
moral precepts, and its tendency to make
mankind-happy ; and the peeculiar mode
of it éftablifhed in England breathes be-
yond all “others- the mild {pirit. of the
Gofpel, and that charxty which embraces
all mankind as brothers. -

Itis equally free from enthuﬁafm and
fuperﬁltlon s its: outward form is -decent
and: ‘refpeétful, without: aﬁ'e&ed oftenta-
‘tion 3 and what" fhews its excellence
above - all “others is,’ that every other
church allows it to be the: beft, except
itfelf': and it is an eftablifhed rule, that
he has. an undoubted . right ‘to: the firft
rank of merit, to whom every man allows:
the fecond. .

As



20 THE HISTORY OF-

As. to our government, 1t would be
impertinent to praife it; all mankind al-
low it to be the mafter- -piece of human
wifdom.

It has the advantage of every other
form, with as little of their inconvenien-
ces as the imperfection attendant. on all
human inventions will admit: it has the
monarchic quicknefs of execution and
ftability, the ariftocratic diffufive ftrength
and wifdom. of counfel, the democxa-
tic freedom and equal diftribution of

property.

When I mention equal diftribution of
property, I would not be underftood to
mean fuch an equality as never exifted, -
nor can exift but in idea; but that géne-
ral, that comparative equality, which
leaves to every man the abfolute and
fafe pofieffion. of the fruits of his labors.si
which' foftens offenfive diftin&ions, and
curbs pride, by leaving every order of
men in fome degree dependcnt on the

other ;.
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cther,‘ and admits of thofé gentle and

almoft 1mpercept1ble orradatlons which

the poet fo well calls,

“ TK according mufic of a well-mix’d
¢ ftate.”

The prince is here a.centre of union;
an advantage, the want of which makes
a democracy, which is fo beautiful in
theory, the very worft of all poffible go-
vernments, except abfolute monarchy, in
practice.

I am called upon, my Lord, to-go to
the citadel, to fee the going away of the
ice ; an obje& fo new to me, that I can-
not refift the curiofity I have to fee it,
though my going thither is attcnded with
infinite difficulty. -

- Bell infifts on” accompanying me: I

am afraid for her, but the will mot be re-
fufed.

At
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At our return, T will' have rthe honor
of writing again to your Lordfhip, by the
gentleman who carries this to- New York,

I have the honor, to be, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s, &c.

Wwum. FERMOR,

LETTER CXXIX.

To the FEarl of .

- Silleri, April 20, Evening,

E are returned, my Lord, from

having {een an objett as beautiful

and magpnificent in itfelf, as pleafing from

the idea it gives of renewing once more.
our intercourfe with Europe.

Before
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Before I faw the breaking up of the
valt body of ice, which forms what is
here called the bridge, from Quebec to
Point Levi, I imagined there could be
nothing in it worth attention; that the
ice would pafs away; or diffolve gradually,
day after day, as the influence of the fun,
and warmth of the air and earth increaf-
ed; and that we fhould fee the river open,
without having obferved by what degrees
it became fo

But I found the great river, as the fa-
“vages with much propriety call it, main-
tain its dignity in this inftance as in all
‘others, and affert its fuperiority over thofe
petty ftreams which we honor with the
names of rivers in Encrland Sublimity
is the chara&eriftic of this weltern world;
the loftinefs of- the mountains, the gran-
deur of the lakes and rivers, the majefty
of the rocks fhaded with a picturelque
variety of beautiful trees and fhrubs, and
crowned with the nobleft of the offspring

2 ‘ of
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of the foreft, which form the banks. of
the latter, are as much beyond the power
of fancy as that of defcription: a land-
{cape-painter might here expand his'ima-
gination, and find ideas which he will
feek in vain in our comparatively little
world,

The object of which I am fpeaking has

all the American magnificence,

“The ice before the town, or, to fpeak in
the Canadian ftile, tbe bridge, being of a
thicknefs not lefs than five feet, a league
in length, and more than a mile broad,
refifts for a long time the rapid tide that
attempts to force it from the banks.

We are prepared by many previous cir-
cumftances to expect fomething extraordi-
nary in this event, if I may fo call ity
every increafe of heat in the weather for
near-a month before the ice leaves the

banks,
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banks; every warm day givés you terror.
for thofe you fee venturing. to pafs it in
carrioles ; yet one frofty might makes ic
again {o ftrong, that even the ladies, and
the timid amongft them, ftill venture
themfelves over 'in arties of - pleafiirey
though greatly alarmed atitheir return,:
if a few hours of uncommon warmth in-
_tervene. ’

- But, during the laft fortnight, the.alarm.
grows indeed a very ferious ane: the eye
can diftinguith, even at a cenfiderable
diftance, that the ice is foftened and.
detached from the banks ; and you dread
every ftep being death to thiofe who have.
ftill the temerity to pafs it, which they
will continue always to do till one or more
pay their rathnefs with their lives,

From the time the ice is no longer a
bridge ‘on which- you fee crowds drixing
with fuch vivacity on.bufinefs or pleafure,:
evéry oneis looking eagerly for its breaka.
ing away, to remove the bar to the conti-

VOL 1, - C . nually
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riually withed and-expected-event; of the
arrival of thips from that world from
whence ‘we have feemed fo-long in a-man~
ner excluded.

- 'The hour is come ; I have been with a.

crowd of both fexes, and all ranks, hail-
ing the propitious moment : our fituation,
on the top of Cape Diamond, gave us.a
~profpe¢t fome leagues above and below
the town'; above Cape Diamond the river
was open, it was' fo below Point:Levi,
the rapidity.of the current having forced.:
a paffage for the watér under the tranfpa-,
rent bridge, which for more than a league
continued firm,

We ftoed waiting with all the eagernefs,
of expeltation; the tide-came ruthing
with an amazing impetuofity ; the bridge
feemed to fhake, yet refifted the force of
the water,§,5 the tide recoiled, it made a-
paufe, it ftood ftill, it returned with. re-
doubied fury, the immenfe mafs of ice
gave way. ‘

' A vaft
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A. vaft plain appeared in motion; it ad-
vanced with folemn and majeftic pace: the
. points of land on the banks of the river
for a few momeénts ftopped its. progrefs ;
~but the immenfe weight of fo prodigious
a body, carried along by a rapid current,
bore down all oppoﬁtlon wrth a forcc
irrefiftible. '

There is no ‘defcribing how. beautiful
the opening river :appears, every moment
gaining on the fight, till, in a time lefs
than can .poflibly be imagined,, the ice
pafling Point Levi, is hid in one;, {moment
by the projecting land, and all is once
more a clear plain before you; giving
at once the pleafing, but unconne&ed
- 1deas of. that direlt mtercomfe with ‘Europe
from Wthh we have been {o many months
Jexcluded and of the carth’s again open-
,mg her fertile bofom, to feaft qur eyes and
-imagination with her varipus verdant and
flowery productions.

C2 Iam
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I am afraid I 'have conveyed a very in-
adequate idea of the fcene which has juft
pafled befote me ; it however ftruck me
1o ftrongly, that it was impoflible for me
not to attempt it.-

If my painting has the leaft refemblance
to the original, your Lordthip- will agtee
with me, that the very viciffitudes of fea-
fon here partake of the fubhmrty which fo
ftrongly ¢haracterizes the ¢ountry.-

The changes of feafon in-England, be-
‘ing flow and gladual are but famtly felt
but being here {udden, inftant, violeht,
afford to the mind, with the liv'ely plea-
fute arifing from meer change, the very:
high additional one of its being accompa-
nied with grandeéur. I have thc honor to
be, - o

Mﬂmd
Your Lordthip’s, &c.
WiLLiam FErMor,

LET-
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L ETTE R  CXXX

To Mrs. TemerE, Pall Mall.

Aptil 22,

ERTAINLY, my dcar, you are

fo far rlcrht a nun may be in many
refpefts B 14:{3 Lmha,ppy beigg thanfeme
women who.continue in the woﬂd her
fituation is, I allow, paridife to that of a
married woman, of fenfibiity and homor,

who diflikes i*cr hufband '

The cruelty therefore of fome parents
_,here who facrifice their children, tp ava-
rice, in forcing ar feducing th@m ntp
convents, wou]d appear more ftriking, if
~we did not feg £0e many in England guilty
«af the fame inhumanity, though in a dif-
ferent mapner, by marrying them againft
their inclination.,

< 3 Your
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Your letter reminds me of what a
French married lady here faid to me on
this very fubject: I was exclaiming vio-
lently againft convents ; and partlcularly
urging, what I thought unanfwerable, the
extreme hardthip of one c1rcumﬂ:ance,
that, however unhappy the fate was

found on trial, there was no retreat ; that
it was for-# ife.

Madame Dé ~— turned quick, “ And
“ is not ‘marriage for life ?”
“ True, Madam ; and, what is worfe,
without a year of probation. I confefs.
the force of your argument.”

(1]

46

I have never dared fince to mentlon
convents before Madame De .

Between: you and I, Lucy, it is a little
unreafonable that people will come toge-
ther entirely upon fordid prmmples, and
then wonder they are not happy : in de-

licate
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licate’ minds, love.is feldomd the rcdrife-
quence of marridge,

. It is not abfolutely ceptain that a mar-
riage of which love is the foundation. will
‘be happy.;i‘but it is infallible, Il believe,
‘thatino other can.be fo-to fouls. capable
of tendernefs.

.~ Half the world, you will pleafe to ob-
ferve, have no.fouls; at leaft:none but
of the vegetable and animal kinds : tothis
{pecies of beings, love and fentiment ‘are
entirely unneceffary ; they were made to
travel through life in a ftate of mind nei-
ther ' quite awake nor ‘afleep ; ‘and it is
perfetly-equal:to them in what company
they take the journey,

- You and-I, my dear, are fomething
awakeneds, therefore it is neceflary we
‘thould love where we marry, and for this .
reafon : -our, fouls, being of the active
kind, ‘can never.be totally at reft ; there-
fore, if we were not to love: our hufbands, -

C4 : we
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we fhould be in dreadful danger of loving
fomebody elfe,

For my part, whatever tall maiden
aunts and coufins may fay of the inde-
cency of a young woman’s diftinguithing
one man from another, and of love coming
after marriage ; I think marrying, in that
-expectation, on {ober prudent principles,
a2 'man one diflikes, the moft deliberate
and fhameful degree of viee of which the
human mind i1s capable. |

I cannot help obferving here, that the
great aim of modern education feems
10 be, to eradicate the beft impulfes of
the human heart, love, friendthip, com-
paflion, benevolence; to deftroy the
focial, and encreafe the felfifh principle.
Parents wilely attempt to root out thofe
affetions which thould only be direéted
to proper objeéts, and which Heaven
gave us as the means of happinefs; not
confidering that the {uccefs of fuch an at-
tempt s doubtful ; and that, if they fuc-

ceed,



ceed, they take from’life all its fweetnefs,,
and reduce it to a dull una&ive round of
tafteles days, fcarcely raifed above vege-
tation.

If my ideas of things are right, the hu-
‘man- mind is naturally virtuous; the bu-
finefs of education is therefore lefs to. give
us good impreflions, which we have from-

nature, ‘than to guard us againit bad
ones, which are generally acquired.

And fo ends my fermon.
Adieu ! my dear !

Your faithful

A. FErMOR,

Cs A Jetter
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~ A letter from-your brother ; I believe
the dear creature is out of his wits : Emily
‘has confented to marry.him, and one would
imagine by his joy that nobody was' €ver
married before.

He is going to Lake Champlain, to fix
oon his feat of empire, or rather Emily’s;
For'T fee the will be the reigning queen,
.and he only her majefty’s confort.

I am going to Q\uebéc two or three
dry days havc, made the roads paﬁ'able for
furamer carriages : Fxtzoexald is come to
fetch me. . Adieu!

Eight o’clock.

~ T am come back, have feen Emily, who
is the happieft woman exifting ; fhe has
heard from your brother, and in fuch

terms—=
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terms—his letter breathes the very foul of
tendernefs. I wifh they were richer. °I
don’t half relifh their fettling in Canada;
but, rather than not live together, I be-
lieve they would confent to be fet afhore
on a defert ifland. Good night.

LETTER CXXXL

To the Earl of .
Silleri, April 25!

HE pleafure the mind finds in travel-
A ling, has undoubtedly, my Lord, its
fource in that love of novelty, that delight
in acquiring new ideas,which is interwoven
in its very frame, which fhews itfelf on
every occafion from infancy to age, which
1s the firft paffion of the human mind,
"and the laft,

Cé6 There
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There is nothing the mind of man ab-
“hors fo much as a ftate of reft: the great
‘fecret of happinefs is to keep the foul in
continual aétion, without thofe violent
exertions, which wear out its powers,
and dull its capacity of enjoyment; it
fhould have exercife, not labor.

Vice may juftly be called the fever
of the foul, ination its lethargy ; paf-
fion, under the guidance of virtue, its
health,

I have the pleafure to fee my daughter’s
coquetry giving place to a tender affettion
for a very Wort:hy man, who feems formed
to make her happy : his fortune is eafy
he is a gentleman, and a man of worth
and honor, and, what perhaps inclines me
to be more partial to him, of my own
profeflion.

I mention the laft circumitance in order
%o introduce a requeft, that your Lordfhip

would
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‘would have the goodnefs to employ that

mtereft for him in the purchafe of a
majority, which you have fo generoufly
offered to me; I am determined, as there
is no profpect of real duty, to quit the
army, and retire to that quiet which is fo
pleafing at my time of life: I am pri-
vately in treaty with a gentleman for my
company, and propofe returning to Eng-
land in the firft fhip, to give in my re-
fignation : in this point, as well as that of
ferving Mr. Fitzgerald, I fhall without
fcruple call upon your Lordfhip’s friend-
thip.

I have fettled every thing with Fitz-
gerald, but without {aying a word to Bell;
-‘and he is to feduce her into matrimony as
foon as he can, without my appearing at
all interefted in the affair: he is to afk my
confent in form, though we have already
fettled every preliminary.

Al
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All this, as well as my intention of
quitting the army, is yet a {ecret to my

daughter,

But to the queftions your Lordfhip does
me the honor to afk me in regard to the
Americans, I mean thole of our old colo-
nies: they appear to me, from all I have
heard and feen of them, arough, ignorant,

politive, very ieififh, yet hofpltable peo-
PLC

Strongly attached to their own opinions,
but {t:il more {o to their interefts, in
regard to which they have inconceiv-
ab‘w fagacity and addrefs; but in all
other refpeéts T think naturally inferior
to the Europeans; as education does fo
much, 1t 1s however difficule to afcer-
tain this. )

I am rather of opinion they would not
have refufed fubmiffion to the ftamp a&,
or difputed the power of the legiflature at

' home,
o}
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home, had not their minds been firft em-
bittercd by what touched their interefls
fo nearly, the reftraints laid on their.trade
with the French and Spanifh fettlements,
a trade by which England was an im-
menfegainer; and by which only a few
enormoufly rich Weft India planters wese
hurt.

Every advantage you give the North
Americans in trade centers at laft in the
mother country; chey are the bees, who
roam abroad for that honey which enriches
the paternal hive,

Taxing them immediately after their
trade is reftrained, feems like drying up
the fource, and expefting the ftream
to flow.

Yet too much care cannot be taken
to fupport the majefty of government,
and aflert the dominion of the parent
country,

. A good
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A good mother will confult the intereft
and happinefs of her children, but will ne-
ver fuffer her authority o be difputed.

"An equal mixture of miidnes and {pirit
cannot fail of bringing thefe riftaken peo-
ple, mifled by a few of violent remper and
ambitious views, into a juft fenfe of their
duty,

1 have the honor te be,

My Lord, &

WiLriay FErRMOR,

LET-
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L ETTE R CXXXIL

To Mrs, TemprE, Pall Mall,

May .

¥ HAVE got my Emily again, to my

great joy; I am nobody without her.
As the roads are already very good, we
walk and ride perpetually, and amufe our-
felves as well as we can, en attendant your
brother, who is gone a fettlement hunting.

The quicknefs of vegetation in this
country is aftonithing; though the hills
are ftill covered with fnow, and though
it even continues in {pots in the vallies,
the latter with the trees and fhrubs in the
woods are already in beautiful verdure;
and the earth every where putting forth
flowers in a wild and lovely variety and
profufion.

"Tig
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*T'is amazingly plealing to fec the {traw-
berries and wild panfies peeping their lit-
tle foolith heads from beneath the fnow,

Emily and I are prodigioufly fond after
having been feparated; it is a divine relief
to us both, to have again the delight of
talking of our lovers to each other: we
have been a month divided; and neither
of us have had the confolation of a friend
to be foolith to.

Fitzgerald dines with us: he comes.
Adieu! yours,

‘A. FERMOR,

LET-
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LETTER CXXXII

‘T'o the Ear] of s,

Billeri, May za
My Lord; |
. HAVE been converfing, if the expre{=

fion is not improper when 1 have not
had an opportunity of fpeaking a fyllable,
more than two hours with a French officer,
who has declaimed the whole time with the
moft aftonithing volubility, without utter-
ing one word which could either entertain
or inftruét his hearers; and even without
ftarting any thing that deferved the name
-of a thought.

People who have no ideas out of the
common road are, I believe, generally the
greateft talkers, becaufe all their thoughts
are low enough for common converfation;

' whereas
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whereas thofe of more elevated under-
ftandings have ideas which they cannot
eafily communicate except to perfons of:
equal capacity with themfelves. o

This might be brought as an argument
of the inferiority of womens underftanding
to ours, as they are generally greater talk-.
ers, if we did not confider the limited
and trifling educations wé give them;
men, amongft other advantages, have that
of acquiring a greater variety as well as
fublimity of ideas.

Women who have converfed much with
‘men are undoubtedly in general the maft
pleafing companions ; but this only fhews
‘of what they are capablé when properly
educated, fince they improve {o greatly by
that accidental and limited apportunity of
acquiring knowledge.

Indeed the two fexes are equal gainers,
by converfing with each other: there is a
o ' -mutual
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mutual d:fire of pleafing, in a mixed con-
verfation, reftraiicd by politenefs, which
fets every amiable quality in a [’cronger
light.

Bred in ignorance from one age to
another, womien can learn little of thexr
own fex. :

. I have often thought this the reafon
why officers daughters are in general more
agreeable than other women in an equal

rank of life.

" 1 am almoft tempted to bring Bell as
an inftance; but I know the blindnefs
and partiality of nature, and therefore
check what paternal tendernefs would
dictate.

I am fhocked at what your Lordthip
tells me of Mifs H I know her
imprudent, I believe her virtuous: a great
ﬁow of fpirits has been ever hurrymor her

10 into
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into indifcretions ; but allow me to fay,
my Lord, it is particularly hard to fix the
charaéter by our conduét, at a time of life
when we are not compectent judges of
our own actions ; and when the hurry and
vivacity of youth carries us to commit a
thoufand follies and indifcretions, for
which we blufh when the empire of reafon
begins. '

Inexperience and opennefs of temper
betray us in early life into improper con-
nexions; and the very conftancy, and no-
blenefs of nature, which charaéerize the
beft hearts, continue the delufion.

I know Mifs H—— perfetly; and am
convinced, if her father will treat her as a
friend, and with the indulgent tendernefs
of affection endeavor to wean her from a
choice fo very unworthy of her, he will
infallibly fucceed; but if he treats her
with harthnefs, fhe is loft for ever.,

~ He
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'He is. too ftern in his behaviour, too
rigid in his morals : it is the intersft
of virtue to’'be reprefented as the is,
lovely, fmiling, and ever walking hand
in hand with pleafure: we were form-
ed to be happy, and to contribute
to the happinefs of our fellow-creatures ;
there aré no real virtues but the focial
ones,

. *Tis the enemy of human kind whe has
thrown around us the gloom of fuperfti-
tion, and taught that aufterity and volun-
tary mifery is virtue.

. 'If moralifts: would indeed improve hu-
man nature, they fhould endeavor to ex-
‘pand, not to contrad the heart ; "they
thould build their {yftem on the paflions
and affeétions, the only foundations of
the nobler virtues.

From the partial reprefentations of nar-
row-minded bigots, who paint the Deity
from their own gloomy conceptions, the

young
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young are too often frighted from the
paths of virtue ; defpairing of ideal per-

feétions, they give up all virtue as unat-
tainable, and ftart afide from the road

which they falfely fuppofe ftrewed with
thorns. ‘

I have ftudied the heart with fome. at-
tention ; and am convinced every parent,

who will take the pains to gain his chil-
drens friendfhip, will for ever be the
guide and arbiter of their conduét : I
fpeak from a happy experience.

Notwnhﬁandma all my daughter fays
in gaiety of heart fhe would fooner even
relinquifh the man fhe loves, than offend
a father in whom the has always found
the tendereft and moft faithful of friends.
I' am interrupted, and have only time to
fay, I have the honor to be,

My Lord, &c:
| Wwum. F ERM'OR:T

LET-
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LETTER CXXXIV.
To Mrs. TeEmpLe, Pall Mall. |
; Silleri, May 13,

ADAME Des Roches has juft
A left us; fhe returns te-day to the
Kamarafkas : the came to take leave of
us, and fhewed a concern at parting from
Emily, which really affeCted me, - She
is a moft amiable woman; yet I think
my f{weet friend is not forry for her
return : the loves her, but yet cannot
abfolutely forget fhe has been her rival,
and is as well fatisfied that fhe leaves
Quebec before your brother’s arrival.

The weather is lovely ; the earth is in
all its verdure, the trees in foliage, and
no fnow but on the fides of the moun-
tains ; we are looking eagerly out for
thips from dear England : I expeét by
© Vor. IIL D them
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them volumes of letters from my Lucy.
We expet your brother in a week : in
fhort, we are all hope and expetation;
our hearts beat at every rap of the door,
fuppoling it brings intelligence of a fhip,
or of the dear man,

Fitzgerald takes fuch amazing pains
to pleafe me, that I begin to think it is
pity fo much attention fhould be thrown
away ; and am half inclined, from meer
compaflion, to follow the example you
have fo heroically fet me,

Abfolutely, Lucy, it requires amazing
refolution to marry.

Adieu! yours,

A. Fermor,

LET.
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L ETTE R CXXXV.
To Colbhel RIVER‘!;, at Montreal.
Silleri, May 14,

AM returned, my Rivers, to my

fweet friend, and have again the dear
delight of talking of you without re-
{traint; the bears thh fhe mdulges me
in, all my weaknefs; if that name ought

=

to be gwen to a tendernefs of which the
obje&t is the moft exalted and Worthy
of his fcx

It was impofiible I fhould wnot have
loved you ; the foul that fpoke in thofc
eloquent eyes told me, the firff moment
we met; our hearts were formed for each
other; 1 faw in. that amiable Counte-
nance a fenfibility fimilar to my own,
but which I had till then fought in vais §
I faw there thofe benevolent fmﬂes, whith

D2 are
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are the marks, and the emanations of
virtue ; thofe thoufand graces which
ever accompany a mind confcious of its
own dignity, and fatisfied with itfe}f;
in fhort, that mental beauty which is
the exprefs image of the Deity.

‘What defence had I againft you, my
Rivers, fince your merit was fuch that
my reafon approved the weaknefs of my
hearc ?

‘We have loft Madame Des Roches ; we
were both in tears at parting; we em-
braced, I prefled her to my bofom: I
love her, my dear Rivers; I have an af-
fection for her which I fcarce know how
to defcnbe I faw her every day, 1
found infinite pleafure in being with
her ;' Ihe talked of you, fhe pralfed you,
and my héart was foothed ; I however
found ‘it impoffible to mention your
hame to her ; a referve for which I
canpot account; I found pleafure in
lookmc at her from the. idea that fhe

5 was
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was dear to you, that fhe felt for you
the tendereft friendthip: do you know I
think fhe has fome refembiance of you?
there is {omething in her fmile, which
gives me an idea of you.

- Shall I, however, own all my folly ? I
never found this pleafure in feeing her
when you were prefent : on the contrary,
your attention to her gave me pain : I
was jealous of every look Tevenfaw her
amiable qualities with a degree of envy,
which checked the pleafure I thould other-
wife have found in her converfation..

There is always, I fear, fome injuftice
mixed with love, at leaft with love fo
ardent and tender as mine.

You, my Rivers, will however pardornr
that injuftice which is a proof of my ex~
cefs of tendernefs.

Madame Des Roches has promifed to
write to me: indeed I will love her; I will
- D 3 conquer
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conquer this little remain of jealoufy, and
do juftice ta#the moft gentle and amiable

of women,

Why thould I diflike her for feeing you
with my eyes, for having a foul whofe
feelings refemble my own ?

I have obferved her voice is foftened,
and trembles like mine, when fhe names
you. : '

My Rivers, you were formed to charm
the heart of woman'; there is more plea-
{ure in loving you, even without the hope-
of a'return, than in the adoration of all
your fex : 1 pity every woman who is fo
infenfible as to fee you without tendernefs.
This is the only fault I ever found in Bell
Fermor: fhe has the moft lively friend-
thip for you, but the has feen you with-’
out love. Of what materials muft her
heart be compofed ?

No



EMILY MONTAGUE. 55
- No other man can infpire the fame fen-
.timents with my Rivers; no other man
can deferve them : the delight of loving
you appears to me {o fuperior to all other
pleafures, that, of all human beings, if
I was not Emily Montague, I would be
Madame Des Roches.

- I bluth for what T have written; yet
why bluth for having a foul to diftinguifh
perfeéhon or why conccal the real feel-
ings of my heart ?

I will never hxfle a thought from you 3
- you fhall be at once the confidant and the
dear object of my tendernefs.

In what words=my Rivers, you rule
every emotion of my heart; difpofe as you
pleafe of your Emily : yet, if you allow
her to form a with 1n oppofition to yours,
indulge her in the tranfport of returning
you to your friends: let her receive you
from the hands of a mother, whofe happi-
nefs you ought to prefer even to hers.

D4 Why
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Why will you talk of the mediocrity of
your fortune ? have you not enough for
every real ‘want ? much lefs, with you,
would make your Emily bleft : what have
the trappings of life to do with happi-
nefs ? ’tis only facrificing pride to love
and filial tendernefs ; the worft of human
paflions to the beft.

I have-a thoufand things to fay, but am
forced to fteal this moment to write to
you: we have fome French ladies. here,
who are eternally coming to my apart-.av.
ment,

‘They are at the door. Adieu!
Yours,

"EmiLy MonTacus.

LET-
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LETTETR CXXXVL

To the Earl of ==

Silleri, May 123

T were indeed, my Lord, to be withed
that we had here {chools, at the ex-
pence of the public, to teach Englith to
the rifing generation: nothing is aftronger
tie of brotherhood and affettion, a greater
cement of union, than fpeaking one com-
mon language. @

The want of attention to this circum<'
ftance has, I am told, had the worft effelts’
poffible in the province of New York,
where the people, efpecially at a diftance
from the capital, continuing to fpeak’
Dutch, retain their affe&ion for their
ancient mafters, and fill look on their

D ;5 Englith
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Englith fellow fubjeéts as. ftrangers and
intruders.

The Canadians are the more eafily to
be won to this, or whatever elfe their
own, or the general good requires, as
their nobleffe have the ftrongeft attach-
ment to a court, and that favor is the
great objedt of their ambition : were
Englith made by degrees the court
language, it would foon be univerfally
{poke.

_ Of the three great {prings of the human.
heart, intereft, pleafure, vanity, the laft
appears to me much the ftrongeft in the
Canadians ; and I am convinced the moft
forcible tie their noblefle have to France,
is. their unwillingnefs to part with their
croix de St. Louis : might not therefore
fome order of the fame kind be inftituted
tor Canada, and given to all who have
the croix, on their fending back the enfigns
they now wear, which are inconfiftent
with their allegiance as Britifh fubjeéts 2 .

Might
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Might not fuch an order be contriv-
ed, to be given at the difcretion of the
governor, as well to the Canadian gen-
tlemen who merited moft of the go-
vernment, as to the Englith officers of
a certain rank, and fuch other Englith
as purchafed eftates, and fettled in the
country ¢ and, to give it additional
luftre, the governor, for the time being,
be always head of the order ?

*Tis poflible fomething of the fame
kind all over America might be alfo of
Afervice ; the paflions of mankind are
nearly the {ame every where: at leaft I
never yet {faw.the foil or climate, where
vanity did not grow ; and till all man-
kind becorme philofophers,. it is by their
paflions they muft be governed.

The common people, by whom I
mean the peafantry, have been grea:
gainers here by the change of malters;
their property is  more {ecure, their

Do indepen~
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independence greater, their profits much
more than doubled : it is not them there-.
fore whom it is neceffary to gain.

The noblefle, on the contrary, have
been in a great degree undone : they have
loft their employs, their rank, their
confideration, and many of them their
fortunes. )

It is therefore equally confonant to
good policy and to humanity that they
thould be confidered, and in the way
moft acceptable to them ; the rich con-
ciliated by little honorary diftinélions,
thofe who are otherwife by fharing in
all lucrative employs; and all of them
by bearing a part in the legiflature of
their country.

The great objets here feem to be to
heal thofe wounds, which paft unhappy
difputes have left ftill in fome degree
open; to unite the French and Englith,
the civil and military, in one firm body

to
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to raife a revenue, to encourage agricul-
ture, and efpecially the growth of hemp-
and flax ; and find a ftaple, for the im-.
provement of a commerce, which at pre-.
fent labors under ‘a thoufand difadvan-
tages. L ’ .

. But:l fhall fay little on this or any po-
litical fubjeét relating to Canada, for a.
reafon which, whilft I am in this colony,
it would look like flattery to give : let it
fuffice to fay ; that, humanly fpeaking, it
18 lmpoﬁible that the inhabitants of this
plovmce {hould be otherwife than happy..

1 have the honor to be,

My Lord, &c,

WiLriam FERMOR,

LET-.
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LETTE R CXXXVIL

To Mrs. Tempre, Pall Mall.

" Silleri, May zo.

CONFESS the faét, my dear; I am,

thanks to papa, amazingly learned, -
and all that, for a young lady of twenty-
two : yet you will allow I am not the
worfe ; no creature breathing would ever
find it out: envy itfelf muft confefs, I
talk of lace and blond like another chrif-.
tian woman,

I have been thinking, Lucy, as indeed
my ideas are generally a little pindaric,
how entertaining and improving would
be the hiftory of the human heart, if
people fpoke all the truth, and painted
themfclves as they really are; thatis to
fay, if all the world were as fincere and

: honeft
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honeft as I am; for, upon my word, I
have fuch a contempt for hypocrify, that,
upon the whole, I have always appeared
to have fewer good qualities than I really
have.

I am afraid we fhould find in the
beft charalters, if we withdrew the veil,
a mixture of errors and inconfiftencies,
which would greatly leflen our venera-
tion. :

Papa has been reading me a wife lec-
ture, this morning, on playing the fool :
I reminded him, that I was now arrived
at years of indiftretion ; that every body
muft have their day ; and that thofe who
did not play the fool young, ran a hazard
of doing it when iv would not half fo
well become them,

A propos to playing the fool, I am ftrong-
ly inclined to believe I fhall marry.

Fitzgerald
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Fitzgerald is {o aftonithingly prefling=—-
Befides, fome how or other, I don’t feek
happy without him : the creature has:
fomething of a magnetic virtue 5 I find
myfelf generally, without knowing it, on:
the fame fide the room with him, and:
often in the next chair; and lay a thou-
fand little fchemes-to be of the fame party
at cards.

4

1 write pretty fentiments in my pocket-
book, and carve his name on trees when
nobody fees me : did you think it poffible:
I could be fuch an idiot 2. ”

I am as abfurd as even the gentle love-
fick Emily. ‘

I'am thinking, my dear, how happy it.
is, fince moft human beings differ {o ex-
tremely one from another, that Heaven
has given us the fame variety in our taftes.

Your brother is a divine fellow, and yet:
there is a faucinefs about Fitzgerald which
pleafes:
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pleafes me better ; as he has told me a
thoufand times, he thinks me infinitely
more agreeable than Emily,

Adieu | I am going to Quebec,

" Yours,

A. FerMoR,

LETTER CXXXVIIL

To Mrs. Tempre, Pall Mall,
May zo, Evening.
JO triumpbe! A fhip from England !

You can have no idea of the univerfal
tranfport at the fight ; the whole town was. -
on the beach, eagerly gazing at the charm-
ing ftranger, who danced gaily on the
waves, as if confcious of the pleafure the
mfplred

If
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If our joy is fo great, who preferve a
correfpondence with Europe, through our
other colonies, during the winter, what
muft that of the French have been, who

were abfolutely thut up fix months from
the reft of the world ?

. I can fcarce conceive a higher delight
than they muft have felt at being thus

reftored to a communication with man-
kind. T

The letters are not delivered ; our fer-
vant ftays for them at the poft-office ; we

expect him every moment : if I have not
volumes from you, I fhall be very angry.

He comes. Adieu! I have not patience
to wait their being brought up ftairs.

Yours,

A. Fermor,

They
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’ They are here; fix letters from you
I fhall give three of them to Emily
to read, whillt I read the reft: you
are very good, Lucy, and I will
never call you lazy again.

LETTER CXXXIX.

To Mifs FerMor, at Silleri.

Pall Mall, April 8,

_ ‘WHILST I was fealing my letter,
i I received yours of the 1ft of Fe-

bruary.

I am exceflively alarmed, my dear,
at the account it gives me of Mifs Mon-
tague’s having broke with her lover, and
of my brother’s extreme affection for
her.

I did
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I did not dare to let my mother fee
that letter, as I am convinced the very
idea of a marriage which muft for ever
feparate her from a fon fhe loves to ido-
latry, would be fatal to her; fhe is al-
tered fince his leaving England more
than you can imagine; fhe is grown
p=ic and thin, her vivacity has entifely
left her.  Even my marriage {carce feem-
ed to give her pleafure; yet fuch is her
delicacy, her ardor for his happinefs, fhe
will not fuffer me to fay this to him, left
it thould conftrain him, and prevent his
making himfelf happy in his own way.
I often find her in tears in her apart-
ment ; fhe affets a {mile when fhe fees
me, but it is a {mile which cannot de-.
ceive one who knows her whole {oul as
I1do. Infhort, I am convinced fhe will
not live long unlefs my brother returns.
She never names him without being
foftened to a degree not to be ex-
prefied,

Amiable
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Amiable and lovely as you reprefent
this charming woman, and great as the
facrifice is fhe has made to my brother, it
feems almoft cruelty to with to break his
attachment to her; yet, fituated as they
are, what can be the confequence of their
indulging their tendernefs at prefent, but
- ruin to both?

At all events, however, my dear, I in-
treat, I conjure you, to prefs my brother’s
immediate return to England; T am con-
vinced, my mother’s life depends on feeing
him,

I have often been tempted to write to
Mifs Montague, to ufe her influence with
him even againit herfelf.

If fhe loves him, fhe will have his true
happinefs at heart; fhe will confider what
a mind like his muft hereafter fuffer,
thould his fondnefs for her be fatal to the

beft
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beft of mothers; fhe will urge, fhe will
oblige him to return, and make this ftep
the condition of preferving her tender-
nefs,

Read this letter to her; and tell her,
it is to her affection for my brother, to
her generofity, I truft for the life of a
parent who is dearer to me than my
exiftence. '

Tell her my heart is hers, that I will
receive her as my guardian angel, that
we will never part, that we will be
friends, that we will be fifters, that I
will omit nothing poflible to make her
happy with my brother in England, and
that I have very rational hopes it may
be in time accomplithed; but that, if
fhe marries him in Canada, and {fuffers
him to purfue his prefent defign, fhe
plants a dagger in the bofom of her
who gave him life,

10 I {carce
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I fcarce know what I would fay, mf
dear Bell ; but I am wretched ; I have

no hope but in you. Yet if Emily is all
you reprefent here=—

I am obliged to break off : my mother
is here ; fhe muit not fee this letter.

Adieu! your affectionate

Lvcy TEMPLE.

LET:
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LETTER CXL.
To Mrs. TempLEe, Pall Mall

Silleri, May z1.

OUR letter of the 8th of April, my
Y dear, was firft read by Emily, being
one of the three I gave her for that pur-
pofe, as I before mentioned.

She went through it, and melting
into tears, left the room without fpeaking
a word : fhe has been writing this
morning, and I fancy to you, for fhe en-
quired when the mail fet out for Eng.
land, and feemed pleafed to hear it went
to-day.

I am exceflively fhocked at your account
of Mrs. Rivers: aflure her, in my name, of
your brother’s immediate return ; I know
Yoth him and Emily too well to believe

they
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they will facrifice her to their own hap-
pinefs : there is nothing, on the contrary,
they will not fuffer rather than even afflict
her.

Do not, however, encourage an idea
of ever breaking an attachment like theirs;
an attachment founded lefs in paffion than
in the tendereft friendthip, in a fimilarity
of charater, and. a {ympathy the mott
perfect the world ever faw,

Let it be your bufinefs, my Lucy, to
endeavor to make them happy, and to re-
move the bars which prevent their union
in England; and depend on fecing them

there the very moment their coming is
poflible.

From what I know of your brother, I
fuppofe he will infift on marrying Emily
before he leaves Quebec ; but, after ydur
letter, which I fhall fend him, you may
look on hIS return ‘as mfalhble

Vou. IIL . E I fend
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I fend all yours and Temple’s letters '
for your brother to-day : you may expe&
to hear from him by the fame mail thh
this,

I have only to fay, I am,

A. FErRMOR,

L ETTER CXLL

To Colonel Rivers, at Q\u&eci

London, April 8,

'Y own happinefs, my dear Rivers,

in a marriage of love, makes me
extremely unwﬂlmor to prevent your giv=
ing way to a tendernefs, which promlfes.
you the fame felicity, with fo amiable 2

woman
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woman as both you and Bell Fermor re-
prefent Mifs Montague to be.

But, my dear Ned, I cannot, without
betraying your friendfhip, and hazarding
all the quict of your future days, difpenfe
with myfelf from telling you, though I
have her exprefs commands to the con-
trary, that tfie peace, perhaps the life,
of your excellent mother, depends on
your giving up all thoughts of a fettle-
ment in America, and returning imme-
diately to England.

/

I know the prefent ftate of your affairs
will not allow you to marry this charming
woman here, without defcending from the
fituation you have ever held, and which
you have a right from your birth to hold,
in the world.

Would you allow me to gratify my
friendfhip for you, and fhew, at the fame
time, your perfect efteem for me, by com-
manding, what our long affetion gives

E 2 you
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you a right to, fuch a part of my fortune
as I could eafily fpare without the leaft
inconvenience to myfelf, we might all be
happy, and you might make your Emily
{fo: but you have already convinced me,
by your refufal of a former requeft of this
kind, that your efteem for me is much
lefs warm than mine for you; and that
you do not think I merit the delight of
making you happy.

I will therefore fay no more on this
fubject till we meet, than that I have
no doubt this letter will bring you imme-
diately to us.

If the tendernefs you exprefs for Mifs
Montague is yet conquerable, it will
furely be better for both it fhould be
conquered, as fortune has been {fo much
lefs kind to each of you than nature ; butif
your hearts are immoveably fixed on each
other, if your love is of the kind which
defpifes every other confideration, return
to the bofom of friendfhip, and depend

6 on
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on our finding fome way to make you
happy.

If you perfilt in refufing to fhare my
fortune, you can have no obje&ion to my
ufing all my intereft, for a friend and bro-
ther {o defervedly dear to me, and in whofe
happinefs I fhall ever find my own.

Allow me now to {peak of myfell; 1
mean of my dearer felf, your amiable .
fifter, for whom my tendernefs, inftead of
decreafing, grows every moment ftronger.

Yes, my friend, my fweet Lucy is every
hour more an angel : her defire of being
beloved, renders her a thoufand times
more lovely; a countenance animated by
true tendernefs will always charm beyond
all the dead uninformed features the
hand of nature ever framed ; love embel-
lithes the whole form, gives fpirit and
foftnefs to the eyes, the moft vivid bloom

to the complexion, dignity to the air,
E 3 grace
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grace to every motion, and throws round
beauty almoft the rays of divinity.

In one word, my Lucy was always
more lovely than any other woman ; fthe
is now more lovely than even her former
felfo -

You, my Rivers, will forgive the over-

flowings of my fondnefs, becaufe you
know the merit of its object.

Adieu! We die to embrace you'!

Your faithful

J. TempLE.

LET.
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LETTER CXLIL

To Mrs., TempLz, Pall Mall.

Silleri, May z1.

' OUR letter, Madam, to Mifs Fer-

mor, which, by an accident, was
firft read by me, has removed the veil
which love had placed before mine eyes,
and fhewed me, in one moment, tae folly
of all thofe dear hopes I had indulged.

You do me but juftice in believing me
incapable of fuffering your brother 