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THE

PARELRENH £ Chevalier de Beauchene,
Author of thefe Memoirs, after
having paffed near fifty Years
in the Service of the King, as
well by Land as Sea, came ints
France with a confiderable For-
“tune 5 but the Paffion he always had for Play
Joon threw it into Diforder, not to mention fome
Affairs of Honour, which bis violent and hafty
Spirit accafaned him, and which could net be
accommodated but at the Expence of his Purfe,
He loft above two Thirds of his Fortune at
Breft, ar St. Malo, and at Nantes, and went
with what was remaining to fettle at Tours.
1t was in that Gity, that falling into a Quarrel
with fome sf the ]gnglifh there, be fought with
them the 11th of December, 1731, and found
in that Combat a Death which be had [0 often
braved with Impunity in the moft dangerous
Attempts. '

At thofe Hours, when bis Madnefs for Play
permitted bim to employ himfelf in other Amuye-
ments, he was pleafed with fitting down to write
the Events of bis. Life, and with rem./liné,;J 10

is



The Bookfeller 7o zhe Reader.

his Memory all the bold Exploits he had under~
taken, and all the Dangers he had undergone ;
next to the Joys of the Bottle, this was bis
darling Pleafure.

Another Motive alfo excited bim to this Work,
which he looked upon as ufeful to Society 5 he
imagined that the World would be obliged to him
Jor that Infinity of minute Details that be has
given of the Rencounters in which he command-
ed 5 for according to his Notions, a Captain of
@ Privateer, nay a common Mafter of a Ship,
ought to bave the fame Prudence, Courage, and
Addrefs, in the Conduct of their Affairs, as
an ddmiral has in his.

Soon after the Death of Monfieur de Beau-
chene, a mutual Friend to his Widow and to
me, writ to me from Tours, and let me know
that be had perfwaded that Lady to fuffer thefe
Memoirs to be printed which ber Husband had
left.  In effect, fhe foon after [ent them to me,
defiring mé to publif them, if I thought them
not unworthy of the Curiofity of the Publick. I
have perufed them, my gracious Reader, and
Judge that they contain what may be agreeable
to you, As tothe reft, if in fome Places you
Jind the Stile a little too rough, and too much
spon the Marine, remember that it is that of a
Privateer,

CON-
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OF THE

FIRST VOLUME.

BOOK 1

The Qrigin of Monfieur le Chevalier de
Beauchene, and the Amufements of
bis Infancy 5 at feven Xears old be is
carried off by the Troquefe, where be
is adopted by one of thofe Savages.
His Occupation whilft with them. He
is retaken fome Years after by the
Canadians, and reftored to bis Parents.
He affaciates bimfelf with fome of the
Algonquins, .and goes gwith them
upon feveral Expeditions.  After hav-
ing put to Flight a Body of four bun-
dred Men, raifed the Siege of Port-
Royal, and obliged five thoufand Eng-
1Lith' to retire, be quits bis Algon-
‘quins,. and turns Privateer. He goes
a Cruize upon the Coafis of Jamaica,
nuder Captain Mospain, gnd after-
- awards
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wards under the famous Montauban,
after whofe Death be is eleiFed Cap:
tain.

BOOK IL

The Chevalier de Beauchene refufes to
accept of the Poff of Captain. He
goes again to Sea with [feventy-five
Privateers. They meet with four
Englith Vefels, who ufe them wvery
roughly, The Chevalier goes to St.
Domingo, ?o join fome French Pri-
vateers there. The gallant Adventure
of a Rocheller, ome of bis Companions.,
They go to vruize upon the Coaft of the
Carraccas, and with a Veffel of eight
Guns toke two Englith Ships, one of
four and twenty, and the other of fix
and thirty Guns. They return to St.
Domingo, where they fhare their
Prizes, and fall into all manner of
Debauchery. They put to Sea again,
The Hiftory of a Philofophical Priva-
teer.  They attack a Ship of fix and
Jorty Guns and three bundred Men,
‘and take it after a hot Refiffance.
But they have no fooner gained that
Prize than [beis taken from them by
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an Englith Man of War, of fifty
Guns, and a Frigate of fix and thir-
2y, who make them Prifoners. They
are firft fent to Jamaica, - and from
thence to the Prifons of Kingfale in
Ireland. A Detail of the Mijerses
they are made to fuffer. They ell die
except the Chevalier, who finds means
to efcape. He goes to Cork, where
be bas the Happinefs to find o Fidow,
who out of Generofity does bith Ser-
vice, and who¥ engages an Englith-
Captain to fet him afbore ir Hifpa-
niela, from whence be goes to Petit
Goave. 9 bere Monfienr de Choifeuil
Zives bim a Veflel and ninety Men,
with which be bas the Boldnefs to go
and cruize in Sight of the Ports of
Jamaica, to revenge himfelf upon the
Sirk Englith be can take, for the
Cruelties exercifed in Ireland upon him-
Jelf and bis Companions. He takes an
Englith Ship, and treats the Crew
moft barbaroufly. He bas a Difpute
with the Governor and Citizens of the
Town of Canar. He attacks another
Englith Ship, in which be finds tweo
French Prifoners, one of whom is bis
Acquaintance,

Monne-
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BOOK I

Monneville gelates the myfterious Hiftory
of bis Birth. He is brought up till
the Age of twelve ander the Difguife
of a Girl in the Caftie of the Baron du
Mefnil, with Lucilia the jfole Heirefs
of that Nobleman. A Financier, de-
ceived by the Drefs gf Monneville,
iwarries him to Paris, under the Pretext
of placing him wiflm Lady, in quality
of bher Woman 5 but baving other Views
upon this fa fe Peafant, be places ber
an a Convent as a Penfioner, [pares
nothing for ber Education, and at
dength propofes to marry ber. Monne-
ville, 20 avoid bis Importunities, fearches
and at length finds Means to leave the
Convent. He puts on the Habit of a
-Lavalier, makes.a Conqueft of an Ae-
2refs, and becomes Clerk o a great
Man in the Revenues, who endeavours
29 marry bim to bis Daughter by force.
Monneville refufes to confent to it.
Upon bis Refufal be is arrefted, con-
‘weyed to Prifon, and the next Day fent
20 Canada,

THE
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BOOK L

The Origin of Monfieur le Chevalier de
Beauchene, and the Amufements of bis
Infancy  at feven Years okd bé is car-
ried off by the Iroquefe, where be is
-adopted by one of thofe Savages, His
Occupation whillt with them. Fe is
retaken fome Xears after by the Cana-
dians, and reftored to bis Parents. Hz
affociates himfelf with fome of the Al-
gonquins, and goes with them upon
JSeveral Expeditions.  After baving puf
to flight a Body of four. hundred Men,
raifed the Siége of Port-Royal, and

-vbliged five thonfand Englith 2o retire,
Vor. L B bz
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be quits bis Algonquins, and turis
Privateer. He goes a Cruize upon the
Coafts of Jamaica, under Captain Mor-
pain, and afterwards under the famous
Montauban, after whofe Death be is
elected Captain.

»&) Y Father and Mother, who
were originally French, went
to inhabit in Camzdzz, not
“far from Montreal, upon
the River of S§t. Lawrence.

’Ihey lived--there in that happy Tran--
quility which is procured to the Cana-
dians, by the eafy Submiffion the Go-
vernment exats frpm them. 1 thould
have been educated well, if I had been
capable of \Difcipline, but that I never

-was. From my. earlieft: Childhood, I
fhewed myfelf fo. rebellious. and fo ob-
ttinate, that there was great doubt whe-
ther I thould ever be any Honour to
the Family. I was paffionate, violent,

always ready to firike, and to repay
with Ufury ‘the Blows that were given
me.

I remember one Day, my Mother en-

deavouring ta tye-me to a Poft, that
the
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‘the might chaftife me more contvenient«
ly, and not:being; able to manage me
alone, as little as I was; fhe defired. a
yeung Curate, who came home to teacht
me to read, to lend her his Affiftance..
He did her this Service very charitably,
with .the Thought- that this Correction:
might be  ufeful to me; in which the
:good Man was much deceived. Far
from. loeking upon his Aid as a charitable:
Agtion, for.whichT wasobliged to him,
it paffed, in mydmall Judgment, for an
Affront, that difhbnouredne,and which:
I ought to revenge.

I turn’d ‘all my Fury, therefore, a-
‘gainft this:poor Devil of a Mafter, and
refolv’d to maul him... Finding myfelf
too weak to execute this noble Scheme
alone, I communicated it to feveral Boys,
-as excellently natur’d as myyfelf, whodid
not fail. to approve it,* and. to offer me
their. Hands towards fo juft an Execu-
tion. The Conlpirators provided. them-
felves . with -Stones,. and. all in-a Body.
affaulted the poor Wretch whoihad pro-
voked me, in fuch a fierce manner, that
hewould have undergone the Fate of the
firft Chriftian Maxtyr, 1f {fome People,

‘B2 whe
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who by chance were paffing by, had not
refcued him from our Revenge. This
good Ecclefiaftick, whofe Name is Pe-
riac,fome time after return’d into France.
He refides now actually at Nanzes, in a
Seminary, of which he is the Superior :
It is not above three Months fince I faw
him by Accident, and he made me re-
collect this glorious Exploit, telling me
that he was charm’d that he had made
a falfe Perdi®ion; having foretold, in
my Infancy, that I thould get myfelf
knock’d on the Head before I had a
Beard.

My Parents, who faw me every Day
in fome frefh Piece of Mifchief, like this
that I have fpoken of, judg’d full as un-
tavourably of me, and I am aftonifh’d
myfelf that I am ftill in the World, af-
ter having fo often expofed myfelf to
the utmoft Dangers. Never Child dif-
cover’d fuch a Difpofition to be a furi-
ous Quareller ; a new Ifbmaél, the Son
of wHagai. 1 was never fatisfied but
when I had Knives, Arrows, Swords,
or Piftols in my Hand : They were my
Play-things. They did what they would
with me; if they promis’d me Arms,

and
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and if they had the Imprudence to per-
form their Promife, I tried them upon
the firt Animal I met: Before I was
feven Years old, there was fcarce left a
Cat or a Dog in the Neigbpurhood. It
was thus I exercis’d my growing: Valour,
till I was ftrong enough to make a more
noble Ufe of it, and_ to fight with my
three Brothers aoam& the Iroguefe

Thefe Savages, gain’d by the Pre-
fents of the Engl /b, fometimes made
Incurfions even to the Gates of® Mont-
real ; they enter’d the Country in fmall
Pames, concealed themfelves in the
“Woods during the Day, re-affembled
themfelves in the Night, and fell upon
the Villages. They pillaged them, and
afterwards retired haftily with their Boc-
ty, after having fet Fire to-what they
“could not carry roff. But above all they
took care not to forget the Hair of thofe
they-had kill’d ; and, without dxfpute,
they are greater Artifts than any’ Barber
in Europe, at preferving every Hair,
for they tear off at the fame time the
Skin of the Head: They extend thefe
:Skins upon little Circles of Ofier, and
preferve them carefully. Thefe are the

B3 Stan-
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Standards, the Trophies, they chufe to.
take from their Enemies. ‘Thefe are
the Military: Honours of the Iroguefe.
Their Courage is eftimated by the Num-
ber of Heads of Hair that they poffefs.
They are honour’d and refpected in
Proportion, and the Glory of a Father,
who has diftinguithed himfelf from o-
thers by his Bravery, has not, as in Eu--
rope, the leaft Influence of Honour upon.
a Son who appears unworthy of him..

The Troop. of Irequefe, who- made
themfelves moft dreaded about Chambly-
and Montreal, had one of the moft ce-
lebrated Savages for their Chief; he
himfelf could have furnifhed the beft
accuftom’d Peruke-maker in Paris, and
was the Terror of Caneda. This terri-
ble Mortal was named the Black-Kettle.
There was not a Perfon in that Country
who could boaft that he had heard that
formidable Name without trembling.
Will it be believ’d, that publick Prayers
were demanded to be deliver’d from his
Fury, as formerly in certain Provinces
of France, the People begg’d of God
to deliver them from the Rage of the
Norwans.
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All that I ‘heard reported of this fa-
-mous Savage, did not fo much infpire
me with Fear as a Defite of feeing him.
I knew it was the Cuftom of the Jio-
gnefe, inftead of killing the Children, to
carry them off; and bring them up in
their own Manner. This made me with
to be cartied away by them. Iam cu-
rious, faid I, to know thefe People by
my ‘own Experience, and to try whether
I fhall not find more Pleafure’in’ their
‘Habitation, than I have in my own Fa-
mily, where I am fcolded and contra-
dited ‘every Moment: The Savagés
“eertainly will let me make ufe of Wea-
pons as much as'I pleafe ; far from dif-
puting the Pleafute I take in ufing them,
as my Parents do, they will fee with
Joy my warlike Humour, and give me
"Occafions of exercifing it. I formed
‘Defign, therefore, to go and join them on
the firft Incurfion they fhould make near
Montreal; which did not fail to happen
in a thort Time, as I am going to relate.

Monfieur de Frontensc, the Governor
of Canada, embark’d to pafsinto France.
He was {carce departed, befote the Jro-

Ba  que
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guefe endeavour’d to make ufe of his
Abfence, to revenge themfelves for the
Ravages which had been made the pre-
ceedmg Year in one of their Cantons *,
by Meflieurs the Marquis 4e Dmoufvz'lle,
de Cailleres, and de Vaudrewil. Thus,
on all Sides, nothing was heard of but
Villages furprized, pillaged, and burnt.
As to me, I waited impatiently till the
Black Kettle's Troop fhould draw near
us, when one Evening the Alarm was
fpread over all the Quarter. The Men
run to their Arms, and prepared them-
felves to defend their Country.  What
a Subject of Rapture for me, to behold
~the whole World preparing themfelves
for Battle! Inftead of hiding myfelf
with the Women, I prepared to follow
my Brothers, who were of an Age to ufe
their Swords, for the Defence of our
Gods Penates 5 and I cry’d out, in the
-Excefs of Joy that tranfported me, that
I was glad 1 fhould fee that Savage,
,whofe Name refounded on all Sides.
This drew upon me, from my Mother,
a Reprimand, preceded by a Box on the
Ear, which Lgdurft not indeed retarn,
but

* The Canton of the Somontzans, which was
ravaged by the French in 1687,
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but which I refolved within myfelf not.
to leave unpiinithéd. Tefcaped from her
Hands, notwithftanding the Efforts the
made to retain me; and running to the
Placé where I heard the Noife of Fire-
Arms, I arrived at the Field of Battle,
refolving to take my Flight with the Iro-
‘quefe;, or if they difdain’d to take me,
to be however a Spetator of the Com-
bat ; as much to revenge mylgli' on my

'MOthcr, as to enjoy a Speltacle that
was agreeable to me.

The Savages ftruck their Blow in lefs
than a Quarter of an Hour. They
kill’d about thirty People, before they
were in a 'Condition to repulfe them,
fet Fire to feveral Houfes, and retired
with a large, tho’ not with a very rich
Booty, and fome few Prifoners, amongft
‘whom ™ my . eleft Brother had the st-
fortune to be found. AsIlook’d round
with great Eagérnefs to find the Jro-
‘quefe, 1 ‘perceiv’d twelve or fifteen of
‘them unfutnithing a Houfe before they
burnt it, and fetching out of it two lit-.
tle Children ; s I immediagely-call’d out
as loud as I could poffibly, Quarter;
Gentlemen, Quarter! I yield ; carry me
along with you, B 5 I
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I don’t know that they -underftood
me, however I prefented mylelf to them
with fo good a Grace, that they could
not refufe me the Satisfadtion of being
their Prifoner ; one of them took me
upon his Shoulders, and we foon join’d
the reft of the Troop; what is moft
uncommen was,. that inftead of crying,
like the other little Boys,. I held a Ket-
tle and a Copper-pot in my Hands, that
the Savage who bore me had quitted to
take me up. .

After a March of eight or ten Leagues,
the Iroguefe remarking the Approach of
Day, halted in 2 Wood to repofe them~
felves till Night ; and as they were pre-
paring to purfue their Journey, they were
on a fudden attack’d by two hundred
Canadiansand Algonquinsgwho, unhappi-
ly, not having perceiv’d time.enough the
Place where the Prifoners were faften’d,
could not deliver them. The Iroqueﬁ’
who guarded them, having heard the
Cry of War 1, immediately. knocked
them on the Head. The

+ This Cry, which the Caradians have imi-.

tated from the Savages, is a kind of Hoewling,
whick:.
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The Irsquefe are eafily overcomie
when they are furprized. They rather
chufe to attack, than to defend them-
{elves. They 1mmed1ately took their
Flight, carrying us off with them, and
leaving nine of their Men in the Powér:
of the Enemy.

Thefe Canadians, who had perform’d-
this hafty Expedition, were ®@mmand-
ed by Meflicurs de Mariconr, de §8t.
Helene, and de Longueil, Brothers, all
Men of Valour, and of the principal
Family of Montreal. Thefe brave Of-
ficers, excited by the Sollicitations of
my two other Brothers, rade this At--
tempt to fefcue my eldeft Brother and!
myfelf from the Hands of the Sa-
Vages,

In that Canton of the I[roguefe to-
which I was carried, it was the Cuftom
to burn all their Prifoners. T hey tied

theim t0 a Stake, round which they l:ghtci
e

which 3 formed by ﬁnkmg their. Hands upon
their Mouttis: It ferves for two Purpofes ;
affright the Enemy whom they furprize, and as
a Signal to themfelves,
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ed four Fires at fo great a Diftance, that
thofe unhappy Wretches were two, and
fometimes three whole Days before they
expired. The Canadians had often threat-
en’d the Savages to treat them in the
:ame manner, if they did not abolith
this barbarous Cuftom, and conform
to the Laws of War. The Iroguefe
had always defpifed their Menaces, fo
that Monfieur de Maricour and his Bro-
thers, whatever Horror they had for
fuch an Inhumanity, thought them-
felves obliged to exercife it upon the
nine Prifoners that they had taken.

Every one knows that amongft thefe
‘Savages, a Man that has been made
Prifoner, to whatever kind of Death
they - deftiny him, may be preferv’d
from Execution by any one of the Af-
{iftants that adopts him, by throwing a
String of Beads round his Neck, and
one of their Mantles upon his Body,
without any further Ceremony. Now
it muft be obferved, that this Monfeur
de Maricour that I fpeak of, had been
formerly carried off by the Iroguefe, and
adopted in this Manner, and that having

foun
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Yound means to efcape from thein, he
had return’d to Montreal.

He then, as Chief of the Expeditior,
commanded by way of Reprifals, that
the nine Savages that he had taken thould
be burn’d. He was excited to it ftrongly
by my Relations, who demanded their
Deaths with the greateft Entreatles, and
all the Canadians confented, but
M. de St. Vallier, Bithop o&ue&eck
happening to be then at Montreal,
where he came to give his Confirma-
tion, oppofed it with all his Power. He
made a moft pathenck Difcourfe to the
People, and employ’d even Tears to
cexcite their Compaffion. But Policy
‘render’d the Eloquence of the Prelate
in vain, .Monfier de¢ Maricour was in-
exorable, and_all the Speitors judg’d
that upon- this Occafion Cruelty was to-

be preferred before Mercy.

The Prifoners were faftened each to
their Stake, and the Air immediately
refounded with their Voices : They be-
gan to fing what they call their Song
of Death. This Song generally con-
tains the Enumeration of the Perfons

they
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they have killed in their Incurfions, and
the Numbers of the Heads of Hair
that adorn their Huts.. Notwithftand-
ing the dreadful Preparations of Death
that furround them, they appear calm ;-
you fee no Impreflion either of Fear or
Sorrow upon their Countenances. They.
look upon it as a Mark of Cowardice
to be afraid to die, and even not to:
{fing w they are upon lofing their
Lives, "There are not many Europeans.
capable of this Steadinefs..

Whillt Monfieur de Mariconr gave
his Orders for the Execution of the nine
Iroguefe, he perceived that him who
feemed to be the Chief of them did
not fing; and -hat inftead of teftifying
the fame Gaiety as his Companions, he
was buried in a profound Sorrow. He
reproached. him for it in the Iroguefe
Language, which he undetftood perfect-
ly : How comes it, my Friend, faid he
to him, thou wanteft Courage! thou
feemett to finith thy Days with Regret!
Thou art miftaken, replied the Savage :
It is not Death that affli®ts me, and
prevents me from finging. I am more
valiant than thyfelf, Look upon my

Caffe
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€affe * Tete ; thou may’ft behold there:
the IMarks of ‘fifty-five Enemics whom.
1 have kill’d. But, what affifts me
.row is, added he, my having preferved
thee, ten Years -ago, from the Fate
which thou.now deftineft for me. At
thefe Words Monfieur. de Mariconr
looked wupon the froguefe with more
Attention 'than before, and recolleSted
him to be the Savage who thag adopted
him ; he run to him immediately, call-
ing him his Father; he embraced him-
with Tranfport feveral times, and then
turning to the Peaple, he demanded of
them the Pardon of this Savage. The
People, already teuched by this Adven-.
‘ture, ‘began to.cry. out that he fhould
be untied, when one named Cardinal,
a young Inhabitamt of Muntreal, whole
Brother had been killed in the laft Ex-
pedition,. approaching haftily to the 7ro-
guefze whom they defigned to fave,
plunged into. his Bofoin the Knife that
they wear in that Country fixed to their
Girdle, to the great Gricf of Monfieur
de Mariconr.

After

* A kind of Club bent at the End, fharp and
tuiting where it bends,
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After they had burn’d feven of the
eight Prifoners that remain’d, they left
the Eighth expofed two or three Hours
to the Fires which were lighted round
him, that he might fpeak more feelingly
of the bitter Pangs his Companions had
fuffered, when he returned into his Can-
ton ; where he was fent to tell his Coun-
trymen, that if they did not ceafe to
burn their Prifoners, they muft expeét
the fame Treatment in return. This
Example of Severity had more Effe&
upon the Iroguefe, than the Clemency
with which they had always ufed thofe
who had been taken before ; for they
had ‘always fent them back free, and
fometimes loaded with Gifts. After that
Time they fcarce ever burn’d a Cana-
dian ; but, fome Hurons, and a great
Number of Algonquins, gave me that
Amufement during the fix Yeays that
I remained with the Jroguefe,

Upon my arrival at the Village 1
found another Mother ; a Woman who
“had loft her Hufband and one of her
Children in the Combat, adopted me,
and making Choice of another Huf-

band,



the Chevalier de Beauchene, 17

band, the was foon comforted. But I
{peak like an European; the ftood in
need of no Confolation : Far from af-
fli&ing herfelf for the Lofs the had had,
the rejoiced at it: Befides the infinite.
Honour that redounded to her from the
Memory of the Deceafed, who had died
glorioufly for their Country, they left
her a Succeflion of a copicus Number
of* Scalps,

There were feveral Children of my
Age in the Huts, and a great Number
in the Village.” I could not think I had
loft any thing, fince I faw I had ftill
a Father, a Mother, Brothers and Com-
panions. But'what pleafed me the moft
in my new Parents was, that inftead of
hindering me, as the others did, from
touching any Weapons, they taught
me how to ufe them, and let me ex-
ercife them continually. . However, 1
drew upon myfelf frequently moft un-
gentle Corrections, becaufe I was always
{eeking Quarrels, and coming to Blows
with -the other little Boys, whom I
-wounded dangeroufly. There was every
‘Day almoft a Head broke by. my Per-
formances ; which ‘occafioned my fa-

vage
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vage Parents often to think of fending
me back to Garada, though they loved
me tenderly. They could not however
refolve upon it ; for I teftified fo great
a Repugnance to leave them, when they
threatened to have me conveyed to
Montreal, that ‘1 attached them itill
more ftrongly to me. I went upon
Incurfions againft the other Savages,
and they admitted me into their. greateft
Parties of Hunting when I was but
twelve Years old. But indeed I was
more formed and more robuft than
other young People were at Eighteen ;
had it not been for this Strength which
has augmented continually to this Day,
and which may with Truth be ftiled
extraordinary, I muft have perithed in
fifty Occafions, where that alone faved
my Life.

I could here give a truer Defcription-
of the Manners and Cuftoms of ‘the
Iroguefe, than any other Perfon can do;
but there are {fo many of thofe Botch--
ers of Narrations, that I frankly leave
to another the Pleafure of making,
known the Falfities of thofe that are fo
yniverfally read. "Having been brought:

up
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wp amongt this favage Nation, I' muft
be fully inftruted in its Cuftoms ; 1 fo
flrongly acquired the Spirit of them,
that I looked upon mylelf for many
Years as an Jroquefe.  Several Years.
were ‘neceffary for me, I don’t fay to
conquer, but only to foften a little that
‘Fiercenefs which I ‘had contralted by
bging with thefe People, fo different
from the reft of the World, and whofe
-manner of Living fuited byt tooftrongly
‘with my Inclinations. :

I vbreathed nought but ‘War: Yet,
whatever .Defire ‘1 had to ‘fight, I re-
fufed to follow'my Parents when they
‘went to War againft the: Ganadians, and
.even againft the .4lgonguins ; which they
did very frequently to pleafe:the Eug-
lifp whe induced them to it, -and fent
ithem for. that purpofe great Quantities
of Arms, Cutlers Ware, and Brandy.
They made fuch frequent Incurfions
into Canada, that Monfieur de Fronte-
atac, who was then the Governar, pur-
‘fued them in the beginning of the Year-
1695, and approached to pillage the
-Canton where I dwelt. - Our Savages
~were obliged: for this Vifit to-the Eng-
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lifp who were with us, and who: had
perfuaded them that nothing was fo
caly as to furprize Monfieur de Fronte-
nac, and take him Prifoner.

*Tis impoffible to be more embar-
rafs’d than I was upon this Occafion.
I was abfolutely refolved not to fight
againft the Canadians: The Iroquefe,
thinking me ftrong enough to enter
into the Combat, threatened to kill me
if I did not behave as the reft. What
Refolution could I rake! Happily for
me the Love I bore my Country was
not put to fo firong a Trial; for the
Canadians marched into our Canton in
fuch regular Order, that we were obliged
to retire, and let them ruin it, without
being able to enterprize any thing againft
them, or to do them any other Harm
.than by killing fome of their Centinels
by Night with our-Arrows.

As all their Ravages were founded
in deftroying, tearing up, and burning,
without any Profit by our Spoils, they
were foon tired of exercifing fo fruitlefs
a Revenge. They returned from whence
they cgme; which we had no fooner

remarked,
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remarked, than we refolved to purfue
them, - being more ftrongly excited by
Revenge than we had been to the De-~
fence of our Country. We did not in-
the leaft confult upon a general Attack.,
Every ‘Chief of a: Village conduéted his
People as he thought proper. Divided’
into three or four Troops, for feveral
Days we only coafted round the Enemy,
and kept hovering near their Left Wing
in the Night, without being able to at-
tack them.

One Evening however we perceived:
about two or three Hundred of them,
who not imagining us fo near them,
had retired into a Meadow at fome Di-’
ftance from the reft of the Army; we
refolved to carry off this fmall Corps,
which we attacked about Midnight. I
joined myfelf in the Party, upon the
Affurance that was given me that they"
were Hurons, who were taking to the:
Left to regain their Country by the
Way of the great Lake. "We killed-at
the firlt Onfet about ten or twelve 5 but”
four or five Bodiés of them, who were
placed as Advanced Guards, received:
us {o handfomely, that they fo%g threw

bis us
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us- inte Diforder, and put us to flight.
They chofe us out by the Light of the
Fires round . their Troops, and did not
fend one Mufket-fhot in vain.

The Palfion I had. for Arms;. not
permitting me to be one-of the firft that
retired, I was furrounded with my a-
dopted Father, who endeavounng: te
difengage me from five -or fix-Canadiaons
that were round me, was taken with:me,
‘We were faften’d to two Trees,. and.we
expeéted they would burn us as foon
as it was Day. I was not too welliplea-
“fed with this Ceremony at my Time of
Life; and what mortified me ftill. more
than an immature Death was, that hav-
ing kill’d no Enemies, I-had nothing ta
{ay.in my Song of Death. My Savage
Father entering into-my Grief, told me,
to comfort me, that it was fufficient to
prove I .died a brave Man, that I was
taken with my Arms in my Hand.

‘Tho” he had reafon to believe, that he
would be faved with me if I made my-
felf known, yet he exhorted me not to
dilcover that I was a Canadian. 1 pro-
mis’d him I would. not, - without know-

ing,
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ing why, angd without telling him that I.
thought this was keeping the.Secret very
mal apropes.. Too much Vivacity, how-
ever, hinder’d, me from keeping my
Promife. to him, Amongft thofe who
came to.examine us; when it was Light,
a tall lufty Man .took me by the Chin,
to look in my Face, and faid to the
others, Parblew,, Mcf’ieurs, this is a
very young,one ; _ it would be a Pity to
have him, roafted, he is but a Child :
At thefe Words, which I could not fuf-
fer with Patience, I faid to him, in a.
Rage, Great Booby, only let me be uns.
.tied, and let me come at thee, and
thou fhalt fee whether I am but a Child.

My Haftine{s caufed an extreme Sur-
prize among the Canadians, who-flack-
ed about me in Crowds, to confider me
with.all the Attention, that a young,. Iro-
quefe feem’d to deferve, who.fpoke the.
Frengh Lapguage fo. well, We were
‘immediately .untied, both. my Savage
Fatherand .myfelf; they conduéled us
10 the, Commanding, Qfficer,, who, having,
-obliged, me to confefs.that, I was.born a
Canadigns offer’d us,.our Lives, if we-
"Wm;ld follow him, I accepted. his Offer

_ without
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without Hefitation, refolving to be gone
from him on the firft Occafion that pre=
fented itfelf.  As to the Savage, he re-
fufed to follow me, and never ceafed to
reproach me, till, having procured him
his Liberty, I had given him my Pro-
mife to rejoin him {peedily.

The Officer who commanded this
Troop of Canadians, which we attack’d
{o mal apropos, was then call’d Monfieur
le Gendre : 1fay, then call’d fo, becaufe
1 have known him fince under the Name
of Count de Monneville, and run through
many Adventures with him, as will be
feen in the Hiftory of my Life; we
conceived for each other, from that
Moment, a Friendthip, which ftill en-
dures in its full Extent.

He carried off with hirh, as Slaves,
feveral Trogmefe Wornen, and a great
Number of Children. I apprehended
much that T was to go with him upon
the fame Footing ; and in that cafe 1
propofed to make myfelf known to my
Relations at Montreal. But my Fears
were vain ; he procured me Soldier’s
Pay, in a poor litttle Fort that he com-

manded,
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manded, about fifty Leagues North from
Chambly, and I enjoy’d a perfect Liber-

He did more, my frank open Air
pleas’d him; he took me into all his
Parties, obliged me to eat at his Tablé,'
and treated me as his Equal,

We pafs’d the Days in an agreeable
Habitation that he had i the Country,
and in which any other but me would
have thought himfclf happy to have
been fix’d. Monfieur % Gendre led the
moft quiet and regular Life imaginable
there : That did not fuit me in the leaft ;-
it was impoffible for me to be fatisfied
with it long, and to agree to the Tafte:
he had for Repofe; I muft have Fa-
tigues, Incurfions, Combats, or at leaft
fome Quarrels to have amufed me, and
I could find no Opportunity for them
there; and yet, in fo peaceful an Ha-
bitation, Monfieur Jz Gendre and my-

felf " were very near dying a violent
Death. -

An' Officer of the Fort fecing me one
Morning with two of the Soldiers, who
were driving out the Cold with Brandy,
join’d himfelf' to our Party. Our Con-

Vor. I, ~ C ver-
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verfation turn’d upon the froguefe ; the
Soldiers, defirous of being thoroughly
inform’d of thefe Savages, afked me fe-
veral Queftions, and I took a Pleafure
in fatisfying their Curiofity. The Offi-
cer entering into the Converfation, quef-
tion’d me 1n his Turn; after which,
having defired me to follow him, he
carry’d me into his Clofet, tcok out
a Bottle, uncork’d it, and filled a Glafs,
which he prefented to me: Drink this
‘Wine, faid he to me, I believe it wall
-{uit your Tafte. I put the Glafs to. my
Mouth, only juft to wet my Lips, and
made the Grimace of a Man who dif
likes his Liquor. How is this, cried
he ? what! do you think it bad? Very
bad, return’d I, with all the Franknefs
of a Savage, who had not learn’d to lie
out of Politenefs. I fee, faid he laugh-
ing, that you are no great Connoiffeur ;
this is one of the beft Wines in Frauce
I am fatisfied Monfieur /e Gendre would
judge differently of it. I thould be glad,
added he, to fhare with him a little Par-
cel that I have procured of this Wine,
which was prefented to me, but it is
what I dare not propofe to him myfclf;
there has been a little Difference between
us,
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us, and perhaps he would net receive
my Compliment well; you muft make
ufe of your Addrefs to reconcile us. 1
defire no better, reply’d I, only tell me
how T muft behave. Nothing is more
eafy, faid the Officer, only let him tafte
of my Wine, without telling him from
whom it comes, and if he thinks it ex-
cellent, as I don’t doubt but he will,
you fhall inform me of it privately; I
will fend him a few Barrels, and-I have
it in my Mind that this little Prefent will
bring about our Reconciliation.

I approved this Project of Accommo-
dation extremely, and promifed very
" fincerely to endeavour to make it fuc-
ceed. I receiv’d from the Officer 4
Bottle clofely feal’d, and I affur’d him I
would make the Ufe of it he defired.
By the greatelt Happinefs in the World,
I did not quit the Officer immediately,
amufing myfelf with him for fome time ;
after which I retired without taking the
Bottle, which I left thro’ Forgetfulnefs
in the Fort, and return’d to my two
Soldiers, with whom I continued till«
Night, driving away Cold and Melan-
cholly.  "The next Morning, recollect-

Coe ing
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ing that I had not done what the Offis
cer defired me, I was preparing to go
to him, when a Soldier came to inform
me, that he, and two of his Dome-
fticks, were found dead in their Beds,
and all three of the fame Poifon, accord-
ing to the Information of the Surgeon.
I doubted not but this dreadful Accident
was the Work of this Bottle of Recon-
ciliation ; and after having related to
Monfieur le Gendre what had pafs’d the
Day before, between me and the Officer,
we made a thoufand Reflexions upon
it, without being able to fix a certain
Judgment, or daring to decide whether
the Deceas’d was innocent or guilty.
However that might be, I thank’d Hea-
ven for not having given me one of
thofe fedate folid Tempers, that think
of every thing, and never forget the
leaft Article of the Commiffions they are
charg’d with.

This melancholly Event, tho’ Mon-
fieur le Gendre had nothing to reproach
himfclf with, yet laid him1 under a Ne-
ceflity of going to Quebec. He pro-
pofed to me to make this little Journey
with him, and I willingly accepted the

: Pro-
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Propofition. Aswe pafs’d thro’ Mont-
real, 1 refolv’d out of meer Curiofity to
fee my Parents, without making myfelf
known to them. I imagin’d that this
was eafy to be done, butI was miftaken;
my Refolution not holding out againft
the Emotions of Tendernefs that Nature
infpires upon thefe Occafions : For when
I came up to my Father and Mother,
thofe tender Names {prung from me in
fpite of myfelf, inftead of thofe of Mox-
Sreur and Madame, which I had defign’d
to pronounce. I was receiv’d at home
like another prodigal Son, the Authors
of my Birth returning the moft ardent
Thanks to Heaven for my Return: As
to my Brothem, who had never loved
me, they exprefs’d no great Joy, and all
the Neighbourhood was in Terror, re-
membermg the Tricks I had ufed to
play them. My Father and Mother
went immediately to demand my Liber-
ty of Monfieur /e Gendre, who could
not refufe it to their Entreaties, whatever
Regret he had to lofe me.

*Tis eafy to judge, that a young Fel-
low of my Humour could make no
long Stay in his Father’s Houfe, without

C3 being
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being tired; I foon segretted my Sa-
vages ; I was not abfolutely and entirely
Matter of the Houfe; this was too great
a Reftraint upon me: Ithought it very
hard to be under a Neceflity of fubmit-
ting to the Right my Father and Mother
made ufe of, to reprimand me with Im-
putiity. As to my Brothers, tho’ they
were Officers, and older than myfelf, I
fecon put them upon a proper Foeting.
I accuftom’d them to_ fubmit to me, as
well as all Stranger§,” who, not to be
obliged to handle their Arms continual-
ly, chofe rather to refolve to bear with
my haughty Airs.

To avoid the Idlenefs which I muft
naturally have fallen into, I gave myfelf
wholly, up to Hunting : To this Effect
I affociated myfelf with fome Algonquins,
and living more like a Savage than a
Canadian, 1 was often {ix Months with- -
out returning to my Parents, who, far
from complaining of thefe long Ab-
fences, began then to be obliged to me
for them. Sometimes, alfo, I return’d
with a large Troop of A{goizqui;zs, who
had chofe me for their Chief, and who
obeyed my Orders.  When I marched

inte
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into Montreal at their Head, I was
haughtier than a victorious General and
woe to that Tradefman who did not {a-
lute me with Reverence enough, or dared
to look in my Face.

An Affair that I had in that City, in
the middle of the Year 1701, attach’d
me wholly to my .flgonquins., 'The Falt
was this: We, that 1s, myfelf and a-
bout a hundred Canadians, undertook to
efcort Monfieur de la Moibe de Cadiliac,
who was fent with two Subaltern Offi-
eers, near two hundred Leagues from
Montreal, to command at the Stréight *.
When we were at the Place, which is
" named the Fall of China, becaufe there
is a Water-fall there, upon the River of
St. Lawrence, where they are obliged to
unload their Goods, Monfieur de Cadii-
Jac undertook to fearch the Canoes, to
fee if we had not brought more Brandy
than was allowed. He difcover’d more
than was licenc’d in feveral of the Canoes

* The Streight is an Efablilhment with a
good Fort, which was erefted by the Orders of
Monfieur de Pontchartrain, upon the River, or
more properly the Canal, which j Joms the Lake
of the Hurons to the Lake Erle.

Cy4 and
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and immediately raifing his Voice, de-
manded, with a magifterial Air, whofe
it was; one of my Brothers was near
him, who anfwer'd him in the fame
Tone, that it belonged to us, and that
he had no Authority to find Fault with it.

Cadillac was a Gafton, and confequent-
Iy hot; he affronted my Brother, who
crew upon him immediately ; Cadzllar
receiv’d him like aMan of Courage, and
makmg him retreat, he was going to
difanm him, when throwing myfelf be-
tween them, I pufh’d afide ) my Brother,
J.nd\ ‘took hj Place, and repuls’d my
Enemy fo bnifkly, that he had no Occa-
fion to be forry that we were parted. He -
is, I believe, ftill alive; if he dares, let
him contradict me.

We were but three Leagues from
Montreal ; Cadillac return’d “thither to
make his Comphmts I had the Indif-
cretron to follow him, inftead of retir-
ing with my Savages. Monfieur de
Champigny, who was then Intendant,
fent me Word upon my Arrival to come
to him ; I was advifed to withdraw my-

felf, but I rejected this Counfel, which
appear’d
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appear’d to me more timid than piu-
dent. I did not hefitate a Moment to
repair to the'Intendant, without being
agitated with the leaft Fear; on the
contrary, [ thought he ought to fear
me, and did not 1magine he would be
bold enough to fay any thing difobliging
to me.

I enter’d into his Apartment with an
audacious Air, and dreffed as ufual like
a Savage; I remember he had about
him above fifty' Officers, befides Mon-
fieur 42 Ramefe, the Governor of the
Place, and feveral Ladies: Approach,
faid the Intendant to me calmlyj, ap-
proagch, Monfieur le Mutin, ’tis you
then who pretend to draw your Sword
againft your Officer? Yes, Monfieur,
reply’d I, it was me, and I ought to
have done it, if I would not fuffer my
Brother to be'murder’d before my Eyes,
Your Brother, reply’d he, is a Mutineer,
whom you eught not to have imitated,
and who muft Tubmit to the Punifhment
inflicted by the Laws, when we can find
him. Asto you, I condemn you to
the Dungeon, where you muft remain,

Cs if
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if you pleafe, till Monfieur de /a Mothe
condefcends to pardon you.

I had perfwaded myfelf, that the In-
tendant only defign’d to frighten me,
and that 1t was agreed that Monfieur de
Ramefe,with the other Officers, thould de-
mand my Pardon, if I fubmitted without
murmuring to the Sentence prenounc’d ;
but that was impoflible, the Word Dun-
geon fet Fire to me in a Moment, and
looking upon Monfieur de Champigny
with an irritated Look,—It thall not be,
reply’d I haughtily ; as long as I have
my Sabre, I will not go to the Dun-
geon, nor fo long as my Savages are in
the Place. Thereupon I made fome
Steps to go out, but all the Officers
threw themfelves before me, and dif-
arm’d me; affuring me that I fhould
.not be punifh’d if I obey’d the Inten-
dant. AsIwould not fubmit, notwith-
ftahding all that they could fay to me,
the Guards of the Governor at laft were
obliged to feize me, and led me, orra-
ther carried me to Prifon, not without
receiving a large Quantity of Cuffs from
me, which they rcturned a Hundred-

fold.
i
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I paffed three Days in the Dungeon,
with Fetters on my Feet, biting upon
the Bridle. After this the Intendant,
whofe Intention was to fatisfy my Sa-
vages, who began to murmur at my
Imprifonment, fent for me to appear
before him, and told me that he was
forry that I had conftrain’d him to pu-
nith me ; that he efteem’d me, and that
I might depend upon his ferving me in
every thing that depended upon him;
that he only exhorted me to ufe my ut-
moft Efforts to moderate my Violence of
Temper, and that in confideration to
me he forgave my Brother; a Favour
which proved very ufelefs to him, fince
the Shame of being overcome by Cadil-
lac made him retire amongft the Savages,
from whence he never return’d.

The Day that I came out of Prifon, I
learn’d that Monfieur de Ramefe, out of
Friendthip to me, had made my Ex-
cufes to Monfieur de la Aothe, and that
he had at firft obtained of the Intendant
that I fhould be only an Hour in the
Dungeon, but that old Madame &’ 4r-
pintigni, who, unfortunately for me,

was then paying her Court to Monfieur
de
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de Champigny, had prevented my En-
Jargement ; that this malicious Wo-
man had reprefented to him that I could
not be treated too feverely ; and that
the faid to the Intendant,—Ah! my
Lord, you ought to let him rot in Pri-
fon, you would do a great Service to the
Country by it; nobody is fafe from
th Fury of this Vagabond ; I, myfelf,
that {peak to you, my Lord, have Rea-
{ons of Complaint againft him ; he in-
fulted me latcly with an Infolence that
deferves corporal Punifthment.

Behold in what confifted this pretend-
ed Infult done to this Dame &’ Arpin-
tigni: I had fold her Furs upon Cre-
dit, to pay me at fuch a fpecified
Time; fhe let it pafs without fatisfying
me; I demanded the Money of her,
the refufed me; I threatned her in
Terms which perhaps fhe thought toa
uncivil ; however, I only told her with
an Qath, that if I was not paid in
four and twenty Hours, I would flea

her alive in her own-Houfe, and then
fet fire to 1t,

Inde«
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Independant of the Kindnefs Mon-
ficur de Ramefe had for me, there was
a very good Reafon for fetting me at
liberty. 1 was become neceffary in re-
gard to the Savages who were attached
to me. The War was commenced in
Europe upon Account of the Crown of
Spain, and by Confequence between
the Englifh in New-England, and the
Canadians. This was one of thofe
Conjunétures in which it is important
to manage the Savages. The Jroguefe
had buried the Axe, to fpeak in their
Language ; that is to fay, had made
Peace. But it was feared that they
would break it again in the Year 1698.
Monlfieur de Frontenac, not long before
his Death, had made a kind of Truce
with them, finding them ftunned by
the Lofs of their famous Chief Black
Kertle, who was killed by a Party of
young Algonquins. There was fo lit-
tle Dependance made upon this irre-
gular Treaty, that Monfieur de Callieres
judging that another ought to be made,
concluded a folid Peace with the Jfro-
guefe in 1701, by the Care and Ad-
drefs of Monfieur de Maricour, and
Father Anfelm, a Jefuit. Thefe two ex-

perieneed
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perienced Negociators conveyed them-
felves amongft the Savages, whofe Ge-
nius they were perfectly well acquainted
with, and engaged them to fend their
Deputies to Montreal, who planted the
Tree of Peace there, as they exprefs
themielves, and danced the Calumet ta
the Number of eight or nine hundred.

From that Time the Englifb, having
fpared nothing to induce them to take
up the Axe again againft us, had partly
fucceeded ; f{ince by vertue of Prefents
they gained upon fome of the Savages,
who towards the latter End of the Year
1703, fet Fire by Surprize to the Fort
which Monfieur de Cadillac commanded
at the Streighe.

The Nation of the Iroguefe in gene-
~ ral did not however look upon this
Enterprize as an Infraction of the Trea-
ty ; for having met with feveral Troops
of them in the Woods foon after, we
were received more hke Friends than
Enemies by them; they would abfo-
lutely fmoak, and make Keiile * with us.
Thirty Algonquins who accompanied
' me,

* Boil their Provifion, and eat together.
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me, at firft apprehended that we muft
come to Blows: But the froguefe pro-
tefted to us, that they would never lift
up the Axe againft the French, nor
againft their-Allies ; but that as to the
Englifh, whom they had Reafon to be
diffatisficd with, they would give them
no Quarter. I was curious to know
why they complained of the Englifh,
and I enquired it of them. They told
me that they were unfatisfied for feveral
Reafons ; and among the reft, for one
that they laid to Heart extremely : That
they had carried fome Furs to Coriard,
in New-York, where, after having
fought for two Days one of their Com-
panions, who had loft himfelf, they
found him hanged in an unfrequented
Wood.

At this Word (banged) all the Iro-
quefe made the moft frightful Shrieks,
and exprefled the greateft Sorrow. You
would have thought they had ftill be-
fore their Eyes the unfortunate Com-
panion whofe Fate they deplored. I
did not lofe fo fair an Occafion of ex-
horting them not to leave fo barbarous

an Infult unpunithed. I did more; I
offered
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offered myfelf, to ferve their Vengeance,
to depart immediately with them, and
procure Reparation for this Outrage.
They took me at my Word : But af-
terwards refle¢ting upon our fmall Num-
ber, they afked me if I could not ob-
tain a greater Succour from our Father
Muntis *. 1 imagined that our Go-
vernor, whom they called by that
Name, would not be forry to make
ufe of this Conjunéture, to form fome
Enterprize which might fet thefe Sa-
vages at Variance with the Englifh for
fome Time. In this Confidence, I con-
ducted Part of thefe Iroguefe to Mont-
real, in Quality of Deputies of their
Nation. I prefented them to Monfieur
de Ramefe, who ftifled their Refent-
ments, and promifed them Affiftance ;
and effectively, after having writ to
Monfieur de Vaundreuil, he gave them
three Hundred Canadians, commanded
by Monfieur de Bezuconr, Engineer
and Captain of a Company of Foot.
Befides this, he defired me to induce
the greateft Number of Algonquins 1
could to join the Party, I affured him,

that
* The Savages flile a Sovereign thus, or a

Mafter ; and alfo God limfelf,
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that it thould not be my Fault, if I did
not determine a great Number of them
to follow me. I made him this Af
furance with a Fervor and Zeal, that
“drew {everal Compliments from him.
But to fay the Truth, if I entered fo
hotly into his political Views, it was
“not fo much out of Love to the Pub-
lick Good, as from the Pleafure I felt
at the Profpe¢t of ravaging a Coun-

try.

I harangued the Algorquins; near
four Hundred fuffered themfelves to be
perfwaded ; and when they had given
me their Promife, we departed for this
Expedition at the latter End of Fune,
1704. The Iroquefe Deputies were be-
fore returned to their Cantons, to give
an Account to their Brethren of the
Refult of their Deputation ; one Part
of them was to join us in the Way,
and the others, on a certain appointed
Day, were to enter the Country in fe-
veral Troops. We arrived at the Ren-
devous before the Time prefix’d, tho’
the Road was difficult, and above one
hundred and fifty IL.eagues in length.
Unfortunately Monfieur de Beaucour had

' carried
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carried with him fome French Soldiers,
who not being accuftomed to our Ca-
noes, could not fupport the Fatigue,
and were of much more Inconvenience
than Service to us., When thefe Ca-
noes were to be carried over Land, as
they were feveral times, and efpecially
once for twenty five Leagues, they could
fcarce drag themiclves ; this was not
the Way to be helpful to us in carrying
our Canoes and our Provifions. Yet,
this would have been nothing, if one
of them had not made us fail in our
Enterprize by the blackeft of Trea-
{ons.

This perfidious Wretch, whillt we
halted in the Woods, thirty Leagues
from the firft Englifb Villages, to hide
our Canoes there, and to repofe our-
felves tiil it was Light, as we had agreed
upon with the Iroguefe ; this Traitor
having recovered his Strength prevented
us, and went to advertife our Enemies
of our Approach; f{o that we looked
very foolith, when drawing near a Vil-
lage which we had depended upon pil-
laging in the firft Place, we plainly
perceived two thoufand Englifh under

Arms,
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Arms, who waited for us in good Or-
der. This obliged us to retire abruptly,
and regain our Wood. As we were
not far diftant from Orange *, the Gar-
rifon of which might have intercepted
us, we were conftrained to return to
our Canoes without having fired a Gun.
This piqued us the more, as the Year
before Monfieur de Beaubaffin, Son to
Mornfieur de la Valiere, Major of the
Fort of Montreal, had ravaged above
five and twenty Leagues in the fame
Country, though he had fcarce a Hand-
ful of Canadians with him, and fewer
Savages than we had.

The Expence of this Armament was
not fo confiderable, but that we fhould
eafily have comforted ourfelves for this
falfe Step, if we had come off with
only lofing our Labour; but we had
carried Provifions only for the Journey,
reckoning upon this, that the Maga-
zines of the Enemy would furnifh us
with more than fufficient for our Re-
turn. We were deceived in our Calcu-
lation, and our Excurfion was very near
cofting us our Lives; at lealt feveral

: of
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of our Companions perithed in it, who
remained by the Way unable to fol-
low us ; or out of Weaknefs were bore
down in their Canoes by the Rapidity
of the Stream, and drowned feven or
eight at a time,

My Savages fucceeded a little better
in this Adventure than the reft; they
continually get fome Fith, or fome fort
of Game; but in fimall Quantities, the
Seafon not being fuvourable for Fith-
ing, becaufe of the Heat. This made
them murmur againlt Meflieurs de Beau-
cour and de Vaudreuil ; and efpecially
againft me, for whofe Sake they had
taken the Field. One amongft them,
a moft innocent young Fellow, carried
his Refentment ftill further, and made
us all laugh one Evening, notwith{tand-
ing the Mifery we were in.  *Tis uni-
verfally known, that the Savages fub-
je€t to France sre almoft all baptized,
and yet {o ignorant, that they don’t
know the firlt Principles of the Chrif-
tian Religion: They are looked upon
as Do(tore, and the learned Men of
the Canton, if they carry their Erudi-
tion fo far ag to get by Heart the Li-

tanies
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tanies of the Virgin, which they repeat
publickly every Morning and Evening
as their Prayers. .As to the other in-
docile Difciples of the Miflionaries, they
can only anfwer, Ora pro nobes, and
that very brokenly. It happened then
that one of this Rank, who had ftunn’d
us every Day with his Ora pro nobis’s,
having one Night kept a profound Si-
lence, furprized us all by this Novelty.
How is this, Makino, faid I to him, after
the Prayers, thou haft faid nothing to
Day? Thou haft not prayed to the
Muntis. He anfwered- me abruptly :
Matagon tarondi, Matagon ora pro ne-
bis. If God give me fomething to eat,
I will give him Ora pro nobis.

The greateft Part of the other Sa-
vages did not think him fo much in the
wrong. Some of them even imitated
him; and as we had eat nothing for
three Days, Defpair began to feize up-
on us, and no Perfon found Courage
fufficient to exhort the reft to Patience.
I believe we muft have all inevitably
perithed in the Deferts, if we bad not
been on a fudden affifted by that Pro-
wvidence, againft which we had not beg:ln

able
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able to keep ourfelves from murmur
ing. We had ftill above half our Way to.
go, when we received a Supply of Pro-
vifiens.

It was Monfieur d¢ Paudrenil himfelf,
that fent them to us; advertis’d of the
deplorable Situation we were in, by one
of thofe Savages whom they call Jug-
glers, he had haften’d this Succour to
prevent our Ruin. This Juggler had
aflured him that his Ouabiche, or De-
mon, had inform’d him in the Night,
that his Brothers were betrayed, and
were returning without Provifions, to-
gether with the whole Troop. We had,
indeed, two Brothers of this Savage
with us, one of whom was his Twin-
Brother. Thofe who know me, know
that it is not my Defet to be too cre
dulous ; neverthelefs, 1 confefs, that the
Jugglers, if they could not convince
me, at leaft, have often aftonith’d me.
I relate this Faé&, becaufe it is-certain
that, but for this Juggler, we muft all
have perifhed in the Woods. In what-
foever manner he learned the Condition
we were in, whether by Magick, whe-
ther in a2 Dream, as our Learned heold,

or
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or by Sympathy, what did it fignify to
us, he divin’d it, however, and faved
our Lives.

Monfieur de Vaudreus! was the firft
to make a Jeft of the Advice of the
Juggler, and did not detertnine to fend
us Affiftance, but by the preffing Solli-
citation of feveral Officers, who repre-
fented to him that, without having any
Regard to the Vifions of the Savage,
he might fcem to believe it mytterious,
and charge him with the Condu&t of a
little Convoy of Provifions to us; this
was cxecuted more out of Pleafantry
than for any Belief they gave him.
Whoever has frequented Monficur de
Vauwdrenil’s, has doubtlefs heard him
relate this Hiftory, which he was never
tired of repeating, as well as twenty-
five other Fyewch Officers, who were
Witnefles of the Confidence with which
the Juggler related to him the pretend~
ed Converfation he had had with his
Deemon.

The bad Succefs of this Enterprize
render’d my Savages more circumipect,
and Lfs eager to join themiclves to the
: Cana-



48 The Adventures of

Canadians, and the Perfidy of the French
Soldiers prejudiced them terribly againft
the whole Nation. They would no longer
have any Commerce with a People whom
they faw capable of violating what ought
to be moft facred to Mankind; and if
they ftill remain’d fubje¢t to France, 1
perceiv’d it was more out of Fear than
eut of Inclination. So much Value
do thefe good People, in theirignorant
Simplicity, fet upon Truth and Probity.

I myfelf, foon after, made no good
Apology for the French Nation, in their
Opinions, by quitting them in 2 Manner
that could not pleafe them; they would
not have failed to have reproached me
with it, if, to avoid their Reproaches, I
had not abandon’d them forever. This
is a Detail which I am going to relate,
without confidering how to excufe my-
{elf for leaving them without bidding
them adieu,

Monfieur de Subarcas, the Governor
of Acadie, had freighted, in his Port, a
Frigate, named the Hind ; he afterwards
addr‘cfs’d himfelf for Sailors, to form his
Equipage, to Monfieur Raudot, theIn-

ten-
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tendant of Canada, and to Monfieur de
Vaudreuil, who fent an Officer of Que-
bec, call’d Vincelot, to Montreal, with
Orders to make this Levy. This Offi-
cer, when he arrived there, was inform-
ed that the fureft Method of procuring
fome Algonquins, was to bring me into
his Intereft, and to engage me firlt my-
felf : He made the Propofal to me, ina
manner that did not fuffer me to hefi-
tate 2 Moment upon accepting it ; fince
he began by letting me underftand; that,
in this Frigate, we fhould continually
cruize upon the Coafts of New-England,
and that the more brave Men we had on
board, the more confiderable Captures.
we thould make.

The eager Defire I had to be engag-:
ed in a War at Sea, where I imagined
that every Day we fhould have Oppor-
tunities of coming to Action, made me
employ all the Power I had over my Sa-
vages to oblige them to follow me ; but
this was a ftill longer Voyage to make
than that we had taken towards Orange,
and the unfortunate Succefs of our Enter-
prize, which they had not had Time to
forget, did not prejudice them in favour

Vor. L. D of
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of another. I could lift no more than
twenty, who only engaged themfelves in
this Affair out of Kindnefs to me, and
agreed before their Departure ‘that they
fhould be fubje¢t only to my Com-
marid. They went further, armed with
a Diftruft which appedred to them well
fourided, they demianded Provifion for
themfelves and for me, with the Liberty
of going our own Route in particular,
either before or after the French and the
Canadians, Who were preparing to de-
part, to the Numbér of one hundred and
thirty, ‘which was granted them.

It was towards the latter End of the
Winter, and the Ice, which we had to
break through continually, made us em-
ploy near 2 Month in our Voyage be-
yond our Calculation ; fo that Monfieur
de Sitbarcas, who, upon the News of
our Departure, had feveral Times fent a
Briganitine to take us over the Streight,
or the French Bay, which feparates Aca-
die from New-England, hearing that no
Perfons came, recall’d it to Port-Rayal,
and expetted us no longer. Some
Savages of that Place, who feeing psall
gather’d together there, without knowing

" what



' the Chevalier de Beauchene., ¢

what Refolution to take, gave us this
Account.

After having waited in our Turn,
therefore, nine or ten Days, living upon
the Fifh that was left us by the Tides,
we held a Council, the Refult of which
was, to chufe a calm Day, and to ha-
zard fome of out Party in one of our
Canoes, to go and inform Monfieur de
Subarcas of our Arrival. The Danger
was {o great, that none but thofe who
were ignorant of it could have attempt-
ed it. It was a Paffage of at leaft thirty
Leaguss, and if the Sea was ever fo
little difturb’d, it muft fwallow up the
Men and the Canoce. The Canadians,
who were {enfible of the Danger, were
not at all eager to expofe themfelves to
it; they were tranfported when they
heard that I was willing .to run the
Rifqye of fuch a Navigation, with five
of my Savages. We embark’d all fix
fn a little Canoe made of Bark, and
drefled like Algonguins, and in this man-
ner I firft went to Sea,

By good Fortune forus, it was as
calm as we could with ; the Poets would
D2 have
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have faid, that the God of the Winds,
in our Favour, had chain’d up his furi-
ous Boreas, we did not {fo much as feel
the gentle Breezes of a Zephyr, the
Surface of the Water was as {mooth as
Glafs ; and, to heighten our Profperity,
the Weather did not change ; and, more
fortunate than wife, we perform’d our
Voyage without any unhappy Accident.
Monfieur de Subarcas, charm’d with
our Arrival, which feem’d almoft a
Miracle, receiv’d us with equal Joy and
Surprize.

The Hind Frigate was {till upon the
Stocks ; the was launch’d into the Wa-
ter in our Prefence, and the Manner in
which that was perform’d was to my
Savages, and even to myfelf, a Specta-
cle as new as it was entertaining. We
were continually going into it, as well
as into the Brigantine, which was in the
Port; we admir’d the Conftruétion of
it, and fo beautiful a Piece of Work-
manthip gave us a great Impatience to
be at Sea, to fee the manner of working
thefeVeffels. In the mean Time Chance
fatisfied our Curiofity, by bringing isto
the Port a Veflel under Sail. We were

amaz'd



$*  the Ehevalier de Beauchene. 53

amaz’d at its Swiftnefs and its Lightnefs,
for tho’ it was almoft as large as the new
Frigate, it feem’d to fly upon the Sur-
face of the Sea.

It was a Privateer Ship, the Captain
of which, whofe Name was Morpain,
1s now, Ibelieve, Caprain of one of the
Ports upon the Coalt of Cawads. He
came there for Wood and Water, and
to fell the Prize he had taken from the
Englifb, and which confifted in two
{mall Veflels loaded with Flour. ' Mon-
fieur de Subarcas always look’d upon our
Arrival, and the coming of this Ship,
as an Affiftance certainly fent by the
good Genius of France, fince eight Days
after we faw come to an Anchor, with-
in Sight of the Place, eight and twenty
Enghifh Ships, who expected to have
made themfelves Mafters of /cadie with
great Eale. '

To thew them we were in a Condi-
tion, or at leaft had a Refolution to op-
pofe their Defign, we had the Boldnefs
to advance towards them, being about
three or four hundred Caradians and
Savages, Privateers, and Inhabitants of

Cg the
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the Country. But for two hundred
Men, that we were at moft on each
Side, firing at their Shallops, they fet
athore four or five thoufand Ewnglifh,
who foon made us retire. However, in
our Retreat, we each of us made four
or five Difcharges at them, before they
could drive us from behind the Trees,
and oblige us to retreat farther ; fo that
beginning again to fire every five and
twenty Paces we went, we kill’d a great
Number of their Men; and our Retreat,
hike thofe of the Parthians, was fatal to
our Enemies.

The Governor, fearing that at length
it might be dlchult for us to regain the
Place, fallied out to fupport us at the
Head of his Garrifon; compofed of about
a hundred Soldiers. We fkirmifhed all
together with the greateft Vigour, till
perceiving our Cavalry dxfmountcd we
thought proper to retire into the Town; 3
that is to fay, after the Governor had
loft his Horfe, which was kill’d under
hxm, and which was the only one we had
in our Garrifcn,

During
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 During the firft Days that the Englifb
kept us thus block’d up, they fent out
Parties all along the Coatts, to pHlagé
and to ravage the Country, that they
might have fome Profit from the Bloc:
kade; but this did not long continué
with Impunity. Captain Baptifie,” a
‘brave Canadian, tho® he had only forty
Savages with him, foon obliged them to
be upon their Guard ; he continually
was furprizing fome of their Troops,
which he beat, and then fhelter’d him-
felf ir the Woods ; and harrafling _the
Ener.y thus, he kept them in a conti-
nual Alarm. «

On our Side we alfo began to make
fome Sallics, the Baron dg¢ Sz, Coflin
with his Savages, and I with mire,
This Gentleman was the Son of a French
Baron and a Savage Woman, whom his
Father had married when he was a Pri-
foner amongft the Savages, and he had
a Bravery that went even to Teme-
rity 5 he was generally efteem’d and
looked upon as an Officer of great Ufe
to the Nation. He joined to his Va-
lour all the Probity of a Man of Ho-

"Dy nour,
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nour, and a moft uncommon Merit 5
he, as well as myfelf, took a Pride in
being drefled like the Savages.

At length, the Englifb confidering
that their Ravages coft them more Blood
than compenfated the Profit, recalled
their Parties, and made fome Attempts
to carry the Place, but they were re-
pulfed in every Affault they gave.
Monficur de Subarcas then found how
much he wanted the Afliftance of the
Privateers, and the Canadians; befides
that, his Garrifon was far from being
numerous, they were fo little ufed to
War, that, but for us, they would not
have held out four and twenty Hours
the Soldiers in particular had fo tho-
roughly loft all Hopes of being able to
refift them any Time, that they thought
of nothing but deferting, and the Offi-
cets had all the Trouble in the World ta
prevent them. One Day two of thein
deferted, who gave Qccafion by their
Flight to the Privateers Knowledge of
me, and their Defire to have me one of
their Company. The Adventure, in
few Words, was thus:

The
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The two Deferters having found
Means to get out of the Place, with-
out any Precipitation, before our Eyes,
and in broad Day-light, turn’d their
Steps towards the Englih. 'The Go-
vernor, who faw them defert fo calmly,
was irritated at their Behaviour, and ex-
prefled a great Defire to have them
again, that they might be treated as
they deferv’d. I enter’d into his Re-
fentment, and offer’d to bring them
back ; he made a Difficulty to take me
at my Word, becaufe of the Danger I
muft throw myfelf into to keep my Pro-
mife ; but, without ftaying to conquer
his Repugnance by my Difcourfes, I
chofe three of the nimbleft of my Al-
gonquins, and following with them the
Traces of the Soldiers, we paffed with
furprizing Swiftnefs at the Diftance of
fifty Paces from the Enemy, who fired
upon us, and we overtook the Deferters,
who had ftopp’d to fee us run. We
feiz’d upon them in an Inftant, and
brought them back to the Governor,
who had them beheaded that Moment
at the fame time he loaded me with
Carefles, and gave me, publickly, Ap-

D plaufes,
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plaufes, that my Violence made him re-
pent a few Hours after.

To proportion the Recompence to
the Service I had done him, he had the
Goaodnefs to aflign to me and my $a-
vages a copious Portion of Brandy and
‘Provifions, which began to be diftri-
buted wery fparingly. Fhe Store-
keeper, named Degoutin, who ’tis like-
ly had had the fame Employment in
France, and who imagined he had ftilt
to do with French Soldiers, would have:
put fifteen Pounds upon us for twenty,,
and Bones for Fleth, I complained of
it, he affronted me, and I, who was
never very patient, gave him a Return
with sy Sabre, that put him outof a
Condition of preventing me from giv-
ing myfelf goed Weight and Mea-~
fure,

This Aétion was immediately report-
ed to the Governor, who came out with
a furious Air, and flew to me with a
Piftol in each Hand, fwearing moft ter-
ribly, that he would fhoot that Man
thro’ the Head who durft be failing in
their Refpe¢t to his Officers. His

Wrath
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Wrath affrighted me fo little, that I
had the Rafhnefs to fwear at leaft as
loud as himfelf, and to defy him to
thoot: He was a Man likely -enough-to
punith my Audacioufnefs, and T believe
he would certainly have difcharged his
Piftols at me, if Morpain and fome
others of the Privateers had not held
his Hands, and reprefented to him, thag
a Savage was excufable for bejng ig-
norant of the Laws of Militaty Difci-
pline; and that if we learn’d them by
degrees from his Soldiers, we might

erhaps learn them in return fo be
taithful and intrepid.

Thefe Reafons, or rather the Necef-
fity he had of my Savages, who would
have been cut to pieces to the laft Man,
or have revenged me, appeafed him.
He gave us a long Leflon upop our
Duty ; and told me afterwarci’s, that
he pardoned my Violence, becaufe he
was perfwaded I would not have given
way to .it, if I had known that touch-
ing one of his Officers was attacking
him himfelf, who reprefented the Per-
fon of the King. This was the glo-
rious Action which made the Privateers

defirous. «
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defirous to have me with them ; they
judged by that, that I was a rath Spi-
rit that feared no Danger, and was in-
capable of fubmiting. In a word, I
appeared worthy of augmenting the
‘Number of the Privateers. However,
they did not yet propofe it to me.

The Enterprize which the Englifh
formed after this, had no better Succefs
than the reft: They endeavoured, in
vain, to burn the Veflels that were un-
der the Cannon of the Place. So that
finding themfelves near wanting of Pro-
vifion, and refleting that we beat them
with their own Weapons, by making ufe
of the Flour which Morpain had carried
off from them, and which was deftined

for their Fleet, they prudently refolved
to retire.

They did not imagine us bold enough
to dare to attack them in their Retreat ;
and in this Confidence they were re-
embarking with great Tranquility, when
fallying brifkly out of the Woods, we
fell unawares upon eleven or twelve
hundred Men ; who, hi!lt they were
waiting for the Shallops, were pillaging

fome



the Chevalier de Beauchene. 61

fome Houfes fituated upon the Shore.
‘We killed a great Number of them be-
fore they could put themfelves into a
Pofture of ' Defence ; but they were
not long before they did fo, and were
foon fupported. We had then a very
hot Aé&ion, in which we had the Mif-
fortune to lofe Monficur de Saleant, one
of our braveft Officers. The Baron 4
St. Caftin was dangeroufly wounded, as
was alfo Monfieur de Ja Boularderie.

Some Privateers, near whom I com-
bated, remarked me with Pleafure in
the Acdtion ; they percecived, that after
having broke my Sabre, I made ufe of
the But-end of my Fuzil as a Club,
without being daunted at a Mufket Shot
that I had reccived in my Thigh. This
confirmed them in the good Opinion
they had of my Courage, and they re-
folved to engage me upon any Terms
into their Company. I difcovered their
Defign by the Manner in which they
~ applauded me to Monfieur de Subarcas,
who 'to make me amends for the Lofs,
of my Fuzil, whch I had broke to
pieces upon the Heads of the Englifh,
made me a Prefent of that he carried

himfelf.,
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himfelf. The Fuzil was a very good’
one, and has been of Service to me up-
on many Occafions fince.

Inftead of employing the Hind Fri-
gate to the Ufe for which it was firft
defigned, Monfieur de Subarcas chofe
rather to fend it into France, to carry
the News of the Enterprize of the
Englifp 5 and he charged Monfieur Je
la Konde, with the Care of giving an
Account of it to the Court. Several
Canadians made this Voyage. Asto me
and my Algonquins, whatever Defire we
had to go to Sea, we could not obtain
Permiffion to do it; the Governor re-
folving to keep us till he had received
‘an Anfwer from France, propofing not
‘fo much as to fend us back into Canada
till the End of the Summer, unlefs he
received Orders to the contrary. I com-
_plained openly of this Procedure, fay-
ing, that I had engaged myfelf in or-
“der to cruize upon the Coafts of New-
‘England only, and not to be thut up in
a "Town and increafe the Garrifon,

The Privateers blew the Flame, and
reprefented to us that we fhould be
made
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made a.Jeft of in Canada, if they faw
us return in four Months under the
Wing of our Fathers and Mothers,
after having bid them adieu for fo long,
They harangued to me in particular ;
and boafted to me of every thing in
their Condition that was moft likely to
flatter my Inclinations. ‘What is moft
agreeable amongift us, faid they, is that
-every one is an Officer, and labours
.only for himfelf. We are all equal,
‘and our Captain has no other Privi-
ledge than that of having two Voices
in our Councils ; though to fpeak as it
truly is, his Vote goes no further than
another’s, or rather he has no Vote at
all ; for if the Queftion is to refolve
-whether we fhall attack a Ship or not,
the Alternative is not in his Choice,
and he muft neceflarily declare for the
Attack, or be obliged to fight againft
bis own Opinion. You have feen us
under Arms, added they, and you may
have remarked how gallantly we ufed
them. Is it neceffary to come to Ac-
.tion ? we behave like brave Fellows:
Do we want an Opportunity of exer-
cifing our Valour? Laughing, Drink-
ing, Gaming, they are then our Occu-

pations.
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pations. Perhaps you may be furprized
that our Veflels are fo fmall ; but con-
fider that makes them the f{wifter, and
we chufe them thus to tome up the
more eafily with thofe we defign to at-
tack. If you are willing to fhare our
Fortune, you fhall fee that we are not
terrified at the largeft Vefiels : With our
Frigates of fix, or eight Guns, we of-
ten carry off Veffels of Fifty, and man-
ned with two or three hundred Men.
And why ? becaufe without cannonading
we board them directly, and then one
brave Officer is worth twenty Soldiers.

You may have obferved too, pur-
fued they, by the Flour that we fold
to the Governor, that in the Prizes we
take we pay fcarce a Tenth to the Ad-
miralty, and all the reft is ours. As
foon as we have made ourfelves Mafters
of a Vellel, we divide the Merchan-
dizes at the Foot of the Main-Maft,
when that is feafible; and when it is
not, we fend our Capture to the firft
Port to be foll, and divide the Prize.
We iz ret forry then for being but a
fmall Mumber. The fewer the Shares,
the luger they are; and as to the reft,

it
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it has always been found that you never
want Men upon boarding a Ship, if
the Hands you have are valiant; and
though we are feldom very numerous
when we attack, yet we always do it
without being under Covert, and with-
out retrenching ourfeves as they do up-
on all other Veflels.

All thefe Difcourfes and many others
that the Privateers were continually
holding to me to debauch me, at length
infpired me with a Defire of exercifing
their Profeflion with them. Ipromifed
to join them the Day of their Depar-
ture, the moft privately I could, becaufe
Monfieur de Subarcas, who had a Suf-
picion of our Plot, had forbid them to
carry me off with them, under the Pe-
nalty of lofing what remained due to
them upon the Flour, and which he
was to pay them in Letters of Ex-
change.

I was accuftomed continually to pafs
two or three Days in the Woods with
fome of my Savages, or wandering a-
long the Coaft to make Difcoveries.
When I knew the Day on which the

Vefiel
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Veffel was to depart, and the Place
where I was to expect it, I took Pro-
vifions for feveral Days, and went out
as ufual with nine or ten of my Algon-
quins, whom I carried to the Place that
was appointed me. As foon as I had
found 1t by the Signs that had been
given me, I made them return again
with me towards Por¢- Reyal, wandering
through the Woods that I might be
able to efcape them. I own this was a
melancholly Moment to me. When I
confidered that I was going to leave
thofe Friends whofe Lives were deyoted
to my Service, I fighed with Grief;
and notwithftanding the Harfhnefs of
my Nature, I felt myfelf almoft as n%ch
afflited as a Father whom Necellity
obliges to quit his Children, >

I had about thirty or. forty Piftoles
in the Money of the Country, that is,
in Cards figned by the Governor and
the Intendant: I had a great Mind to
give it to them; but I did not know
how to manage it. At laft I thought
of faying to one of them, that I had
imprudently taken thefe Cards out with
me, which were troublefome, and that

1
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I defired he would carry them for me ;
after which, ftopping by a Tree, I de-
fired them to go on foftly, which they
did, thinking I would follow them im-
mediately, As foon as I had loft fight
of them, I returned to the Place where
the Privateers had appointed our Ren-
devous, and I concealed myfelf to wait
for their Arrival.

It was in a little Ifland twelve or
fifteen Leagues from Port-Royal. The
Sun was beginning to fet, when I dif-
covered the Veffel of the Privateers ; it
was time it fhould appear. Moved with
the Inquietude 1 was certain my poor
Savages fek for me, I pitied them, and
was feweral times tempted to go to
them again into the Wood. I am per-
fwaded they paffed the Night in fearch
of me, with the moft dreadful Shrieks
and Howlings. Be that as it will, as
foon as I faw my new Companions ap-
pear, I ceafed to refle€t upon the others,
and thought only how 1 might diftin-
guith myfelf by my Actions amongft
the ‘Privateers.

The
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The firft thing they faid to me, was
that the Governor was o pleafed at fee-
ing them go away without me, that he
had difpatched them their Letters of Ex-
change with all the Complaifance ima-
ginable. This furnifhed us with a glo-
rious Opportunity of laughing at his
Expence. I fhould foon have perceived,
if I had not been convincedoF it before,
that I could never be with Mortals of a
Nature more fuitable to my own. They
drefled me in their Privateering Regi-
mentals, and all clubb’d together to make
a Purfe for me, that I might play with
them ; for indeed what could we do at
Sea if we did not game? I eafily ac-
cuftomed myfelf to it, and from thence
took Birth and Root in me that eurfed
Paffion for Play, which I can never flat-
ter myfelf with being able to conquer.

I was a perfect Comedy to thefe wor-
thy Gentlemen at firft by my Ignorance,
and by the docile Simplicity with which
I executed every thing that they told
me mufl be done: The Defire of learn-
ing to be a Seaman made me capable
of doing any thing; I remember, for
Example, that they had the Malice to

make
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make me torment myfelf for a Quarter
of an Hour to prevent the Ship from
leaning on one Side ; as if the Weight
of my Body could produce the fame
Effect upon this great Veffel as upon
my little Canoe.  Luckily I never gave
into the fame Folly twice; and in a
Fortnight after our Embarkation, I was
as wife as the reft.

_ One Day, to divert themfelves only,
they wanted to fee whether 1 was quar-
refome in my Liquor; and remarking
that I did not love Wine, they made
me drink Brandy. I fwallowed this
Liquor without Repugnance, and {oon
brought myfelf into the Condition they
wifh’d to have me. By degrees, as the
Vapours of the Brandy obfcured my
Reafon, I began to grow immoderately
gay. This obliged fome of the Brother-
hood to attack me with their Sea-rail-
lery. They affetted to fay difobliging
things to me, and to infult me. I was
provoked in earneft, dnd leaping upon
them with my Cutlafs drawn, I do not
know what might have happened, if
fome of the Privateers, who kept their
Eyes upon me, had not feized me be-

hind,
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hind, and tied me faft, till my Fury and
my Drunkennefs was over. 'What was
moft unfortunate in this Scene was, that
I had given a Cut upon the Face to a
Privateer who was much beloved by the
whole Company, tho’ he was a Spaniard.
I was very much concerned at it, when
I found that all this had been only a
Scene concerted amongft my Comrades.
Such is generally the Conclufion of thefe
mad Jefts of inconfiderate Youth ; they
degenerate into ferious Misfortune.

I burned with Impatience to meet 2
Veflel that we might come to Aien,
I was very curious to fee in what manner
I fhould fucceed in a Naval Combat,
and I owned frankly to the Privateers
that if they made me remain much lon-
ger 1n Inaction, they would force me to
regret my Savages. However, notwith-
ftanding the Itch I had to be boarding
an Enemy, near a Month paflfed with~
out the leaft Occafion offering itfelf ; at
length, however, we met with an Eng-
lifb Frigate, of four and twenty Guns,
and a hundred and thirty Men.
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I had not been much furprized, when
I heard publick Prayers, Morning and
Evening, on board our Veffel; but I
was fo beyond all Imagination, when I
heard our whole Equipage begin to
chaunt the Safve Regina very heartily,
In effett, that Prayer was very fuitable
for twenty of our Company, who were
killed in about half an Hour, during
which we remained expofed to the Can-
non Shot and Mufkets of the Euglifp,
without being able to board them ; but
as foon as we got Footing upon their
Deck we terminated. the Affair in a
Momert, and for five Men that we loft
they had above fixty difpatched, and the
relt yielded.

Morpain and his Brethren were con-
vinced then, that they were not mifta-
ken, when they had done me the Ho-
nour to fuppofe me endowed with the
Qualities requifite for a Privateer ; for
I was one of the firft to leap on board
the Enemy, and throw myfelf into the
midft of the Exglifb, whom I did no
great Harm to, however, be-aufe they
did not give me time, they faluting me

Imme-
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immediately with a Mufket-fhot, - ac-
companied with the Thruft of a Sword,
which I received thro’ my Body. Thefe
two Wounds ftopped me “fhort, and
hindered me from proving my Valour
any farthet. 'We had eight or nine of
our People more who were wounded,
the Enemies having made two or three
Difcharges of their Fire-Arms upon us
thro’ the Scuttles, before they brought
too *,

*Tis the Cuftom amongft the Priva-
teers that every one has his Sailor, whom
he calls his Friend, his Brother, or his
Partner; this Sailor ferves him in his
INneffes, fts up with him, and takes
care of himy and if he dies becomes
his Heir. If I had loft my Life I thould
not have much enriched my Partner, our
Shares being very inconfiderable; the
Capture was not worth what the coft us.
We fold her at the + Port de Paix, in,
the Ifland of $z. Domingo.

Upon
* That is, Lowering their Flag, as a Sign

that they yield,

+ This is only a large Village upon the North
Coaft of the Ifland, but it has a very commedi-.
ous Port.
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Upon my Arrival in that Country, I
was amazed at the Heat I felt there,
having never fo much as heard of the
Torrid Zone. As foon as I found my-
felf recovered of my Wounds, and able
to go out, I went to walk upon the Port,
where I was informed that a Native of
Montreal was eftablithed fome Leagues
from thence, in a very handfome Habi-
tation, They named him to me; I
knew his Family, and propofed to my-
felf going there, and to pafs fome Days
with him, to fee if it was not cooler
up in the Country than it was in the
Town. Our Captain had me conduét-
ed thither, after having affured me that
it would be above a Month before we
thould be in a Condition to put to Sea
again. He fuppofed {fo; but the very
next Day after my Departure; having
been informed, that an Englifb Veflel,
with a French Prize in Tow, had paffed
within Sight of the Port, he informed
himfelf of her Route, and immediately
purfued her, without ftaying for me, or
fo much as letting me know it ; fo that
returning to the Port de Paix, in about
a Fortnight, I found them gone.

Vor. L. E 1
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I had heard that they were fometimes
two or three Months at Sea, without
ftopping at any Port. Befides that, I
was not of a Humour to remain fo long
idle, I was ignorant whether the Veflel
of Morpain was to return to Harbour
in this Port. However, I had the Pa-
tience to wait there as long as my Mo-
ney lafted ; after which my Hoft ad-
vifed me to take my Route to the Cape,
which is about fifteen Leagues from
thence, telling me there were always fome
of the Privateers there ; and that very
often there were feveral of them toge-
ther came to refrefh themfelves there.

I departed for the Cape ; 1 had not,
I remember, any -Arms but my Cut-
lafs, nor any Wardrobe but my Shirt
and my Breeches, and a little Waift-
coat which had been formerly white as
well as the reft, but had got a grey Dye,
which I foon made it lofe in the firft
Brook I met in my Way. Having
whitened my Linnen thus, I continued
my Journey, leaving the drying of me
to the Care- of the hot Sun. Towards
the clofe of the Day, I perceived fix
Cavaliers, who appeared to be takipg
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the Air in the Plain, They approached
‘me, and began to queftion me. -I told
them frankly who I'was, and where 'I
‘was going. They thereupon informed
"me, that it would be very dangerous for
me to go my Journey on"Foot. That
I fhould find feveral Rivers which I
could not fwim acrofs, without expofing
‘myfelf to be devoured by the monftrous
Fithes *, with which they abounded. 'I
fear no ‘Fithes, Meffienrs, replied I, I
{wim -as well as they do, and they have
‘no Cutlafs as I have.

This Anfwer, and feveral others that
I made them, infpired them with a De-
fite: of keeping me with them for fome
Time, and doing me Service, as I found
‘afterwards. The principal of thefe Gen-
tlemen was a Captain of the Coafts,
named Remouffin, born a Creolian, as
was his Wife ; and moft of thofe who
'wete with himr were his Relations. He
poffeffed great Riches, -and his Habita-
tion contained a little Colony of Negroes.

Monficur de Remouffir invited me

very compiaifantly to make fome Stay
E 2 with

- * "Thefe Fithes are called Caymarni.



»6 The ddventures of

with him ; and feeing that 1 excufed
myfelf,—at leaft, faid he to me, remain
with us till To-morrow. I can’t fuffer
a Man of Horour, as you feem to be,
to pafs the Night in the open Air fo
near my Houfe. It was to no purpofe
for me to tell them, that bred up from
'my Infancy among the Savages, I was
accuftomed to lay upon the Ground
my Refiftance was in vain. Two of
thefe Gentlemen difmounted, and put
me up by force behind Monfieur de
Remouffin. 1 had no need of their Af-
fiftance, nor even of a Stirrup to mount,
if T had had a Mind; but I was out of
Countenance, and did not know what
Refolution to take. They embarrafs’d
me more by their Civilities, than they
would have done if they had attack’d
me all fix at once.

When you find yourfelf in an un-
known Country, with utter Strangers,
you can’t guefs whether their Careffes
are a Prelude to the Good or Harm they
defign to do you. According to the
different People, fome will furprize and
convey you to Death, by the fame Me-
thods that others employ for your Af-

fiftance.



the Chevalier de Beauchene. -~

fiftance. This is an Embarrafs that I
have been often in ; and to fpeak frank-
ly upon this Occafion, I was not with-
out Diftruft. Though thefe People,
thought I, fpeak French, they are per-
haps Englifp Men, who defign to lay
me in Irons, or put me cruelly to
Death ; however, if they would but
declare themfelves my Enemies, I thould

kill fome one or other of them, and I
fhould die {atisfied.

I believed, however, that there were
none in that Country but French and
Spaniards, whofe Interefts were then
united : But then I remembered that the
Privateers had teld me, that notwith-
ftanding the Alliance of the two Na-
tions, I muft be upon my Guard a-
gainft the latter, who would fometimes
poniard a Man whilft they embraced
him. -

At Jome Moments I imagined I
might be fallen into the Hands of Rob-
bers; and when I fixed upon that
Thought, I did not find they had any
great occaiion to rejoice at this Ren-
counter, fince my whole Treafure con-

E 3 fifted
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fifted of about thirty Sols *, which was
to have carried me the fourteen Leagues
I had to go.

The Habitation to which they con-
veyed me was at no great Diftance, we
foen arrived there : Here, Ladies, here,
cried Monfieur de Remouffin, calling his
Wife and fome Friends who were with
her : Here is a curious Savage that 1
have brought you. Without going into
Canada you fhall {fee an [roquefe, but an
froguefe that will not frighten you. At
the Name of Iroguefe, thefe Ladies form-
ing to themfelves the Idea of a Monfter.
not- unlike their Negroes, advanced to,
view me ; and it was not without Afto-
nithment, that they faw a tall, well-
locking Youth, fair and light-hair’d,
as molt of the Camadians are.

Though at the Sight of thefe amiable
Perfons I was fomething reaffured, and
began to think I was with People of
Confideration ; yet I addrefled myfelf
to them with an Air that was a little too
much upon the Iroguefe. But they muft
excufe me, I was not a very proper Per-

fon
* Thirty Sols is about 25, 6 7.
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fon for converfing with the Fair Sex.
However, being obliged to anfwer the
Quettions the Ladies made me concern-.
ing Canada, the Savages, and their Man-
ner of Living, I found they were not
difficult to be pleafed. T even perceived
that I diverted them extremely, not-
withftanding the Freedoms of Speech
with which I enlivened my Narration.
They found a Franknefs and Simph-
caty in my Difcourfe that delighted
them.

A fplendid Supper was ferved up.
There wanted nothing for me to have
been charmed with the Repaft, but the
Permiflion of drinking clear Water. But
all the Guefts made me drink Wine af-
ter their IExample ; which they did in
fo engaging a Manner that I could not
excufe myfelf, whatever Diflike I had to
that Liquor. It infpired me with fo
much Vivacity, that the Company hav-
ing teftified their Curiofity to know why
I had abandoned the Iroquefe, and af-
terwards left Canada ; they had reafon
to be fatisfied with the Account 1 gave
them of it. Above all, I gave them a
Detail of the Siege of Port-Royal, with

E 4 Rap-
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Raptures, and the attacking the Englifh
Ship and taking it, without omitting
the leait Circumftances: What pleafed
them the moft was, that at every Sen-
tence Icried, Ob! I /ball go to Sea again
direftly y and this Burthen of my Dif-
courfe made the Company laugh excef-
fively.

Madame de Remouffin, furprized to
fee me in fo early an Age fo bent upon
War, reproached me with it, afking me
malicioufly, how many of the Englifh 1
had eat fince I cruized the Seas; not
doubting, faid fthe, but I was warlike
enough to follow the Cuftoms of the Sa-
vages, who fay, that a conquered Ene-
my perfonally augments their Provi-
fions. 1 was fenfible that I deferved
this Stroke of Raillery, and that, in ef-
fet, it was wrong in me to make fuch
dreadful Defcriptions before the Ladies.
But it is a conftant Rule, that every Man
loves to fpeak well of his own Profeffion.
I was, however, afterwards fomething
more referved.

 When we arofe from Table, Monfieur
de Remouffin conduted me himfelf into
an
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an Apartment, where he faid me, here
is your Chamber and your Bed; you
ftand in need of Repofe, and you may
enjoy it here as quietly as if you was in
your own Family. They will bring you
what is neceffary to pafs the Night, and
if you want any thing more, you have
nothing to do but to afk for 1t freely.
He went out after faying this, and two
Negrefles came and made the Bed ; they
afterwards prefented to me a Shirt, a
Night Cap, and a Towel, whilit two
Negroes, who had brought a Bafon of
clean Water, kept continually bawling
to me, Wafh, Mafter, wafh: Asl was
not ufed to fuch Ceremonies, I looked
very attentively upon upon the Negroes
wwithout making them anyAnfwer. They
took my Silence for a Confent, and were
beginning to undrefs me, but not at all
pleafed with the Afliduity of my Valets
de Chambre, 1 was preparing to give
them their Difmiffion, and turn them
out of the Door, when Monfieur de
Remouffin, who heard the Difpute into
his Apartment, came to atk me why I
made fo many Ceremonies. I told him,
that not being able to return {uch great
Favours, it was fufficient for me to pafs

Es the



82 The Adventures of

the Night in one of his.Negroe’s Huts,
that I might not be troublefome, and
might depart by Break of Day.

, You reckon without your Hoft, re-
plied he, if you propefe to leave us To-
morrow 3 it is what I fhall not permit
in the leaft. We know too well the
Dangers you would be expofed to in
purfuing your Journey. If you will ab-
folutely go to the Cape, inftead of wait-
ing here for your Companions, I pro-
mife to earry you there myfelf fpee-
dily in my Pirogue *. In the mean
time, added he, putting eight or ten
Louis &’Ors into my Pocket, here is
fomething te divert you with, and to
play with us if you like it. In fine,
look upon me as your Brother, and
make yourfelf eafy. ‘

This generous and noble Behaviour
of the Mafter made me receive the
Services of the Slavegywithout any far-
ther Ceremony, and letting the Negroes

do.

* AKind of Shallop often made only of the
Trunk of a 1ree, efpecially in South dmerica.
Thefe Pirogues are very fwift, and fome them
will carry upwards of fifty People.
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do .what they pleafed, I was foon un-
drefled, wathed, fcrubb’d, and put to
Bed. I may fay with Truth, that the
next Day, and all the following, I was
treated like a perfect {poil’d Child. Both
the Ladies and Gentlemen endeavoured
who fhould carefs me moft, and who
fhould be moft obliging to me; this
made me fenfible of the Difference there
1s between the Affiftance that can be ex-
pected from Savages, and what an un-
fortunate Stranger finds from a civilized
and a humane Nation, as the French are
in general, and particularly in the Ame-
rican Ilands.

Not being accuftomed to the excef-
five Heat of the Climate, I was general-
ly left with the Ladies, whilft their
Hufbands mounted on Horfeback, and
made their Patrole upon the Coafls.
The Habitation was a perfet Seraglio
to thefe unfortunate Women ; they faw
none but their Hufbands, and with them
they had Rivals in their Negreffes. Some
of Madame de Remonffin’s Relations, who
perceived it but too plainly, complained

pretty loudly; but they had to do with
Gentle-
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Gentlemen who did not give themfelves
much Cencern upon that Head.

One of thefe neglected Spoufes, who
I prefume fuffered with more Impatience
than the reft this Alienation of her
Rights, caft her Eye upon me by way
of Reprifal. She made me all the Ad-
vances that a Woman of Fafhion can.
make, who is carrying on a Defign fthe
is athamed of ; but I was then fo unin-
ftruted in that Article, that the muf
have fpoke extremely plain to have made
me underftand her: She would often
take me afide, and prefs my Hand
in her’s ; and looking very languifhing
upon me, pity me for the Inconvenien-
cies I felt from the Heat of the Climate;
fhe fighed over the Wounds I had re-
ceceived in attacking the Englifb Ship,
and exhorted me tenderly not to expofe
myfelf thus any more. Is it nota Pity,
faid the to me, fo young and fo amiable
as you are, that yow have embraced
the moft dangerous, and moft toilfome
Profeflion. Should not you rather chufe
to rernain with us in this charming Soli-
tude, than to expofe yourfelf to fo ma-
ny Dangers? I am perfwaded, added
fhe,
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fhe,. that you would have a better Tafte
than our Spoufes, and that you would
prefer us to the Negrefles. Speak,
Monfieur de Beauchene, is it not true,
that we are better than them ? I confefs
to all thefe Queftions, which gave me
very fair Play, I knew how to make no
other Anfwer than 2%es, Madame , No,
Madame ; Yox are wvery good indeed,
Madame.,

Moft of my Readers doubtlefs will
fay, that I acted the Part of a Block-
head here ; Iagree to it; but fome per-
haps may cry out, OCh! valuable Igno-
rance! Oh! too happy Simplicity! What
. is abfolutely certain is, thatif I had vio-
lated the Laws of Hofpitality, by tak-
ing an Advantage of the Weaknefs that
was teftified, Monfieur de Remouffin,
and his Relations, would have been ve-
1y capable of punifhing me for it. How-
ever that might have been, now, when
I recal this Adventure to my Memory,
the only thing I reproach myfelf with, is
my having feveral Times afterwards re-
pented that I was fo honeft-a Man.

The
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The Lady, who had fo unprofitably
tried her Power upon me, did not fail
to tell the others, that fhe believed me
infenfible to Love. They all thought
the fame Thing of me. Some of them
laughed at it, but fome of them. faid
very ferioufly, *Tis a Pity. This ap-
peared a great Defect to them in a Youth
of my Figure ; they talked of it to their
Hufbands ; at laft the Report fpread
amongft the Negroes, and I foon be-
came, without perceiving it, the Dif-
courfe of the whole Family.

For the Punithment: of my Sins, a
curfed Negrefs, who ferved Madame de
Remouffin as her Woman, offered to
revenge the Ladies of my Infenfibility 5
fhe boafted that fhe fhould be able to
give me a Tafte for the Sex. All the
Company applauded this Enterprize,
which appeared worthy of Reward ;
four Gentlemen promifed each of them
a Louis ’Or to the Undertaker. if the
fucceeded. Oh! People of this World,
how difficult is it for Innocence to be
preferved long amongft you!

The
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The Negrefs loft no Time ; that very
Evening, this Minifter of Satgn behav-
ing to me as fhe thought fuited to a
Savage and a Privateer, the came into
my Chamber in the Night. Monfieur
de Remonffin and his Friends were liften-
ing at the Door. She approached the
Bed very impudently, and addrefling
her Speech to me, Monfieur, the Cana-
dian, faid fhe to me, I have perceived
that you are in Love with me, and I
fhall not let you languifh any longer.
This audacious Preface, if I had been
thoroughly awake, woujd have been
more likely to affift my Virtue than cor-
rupt it. I fhould undoubtedly have re-
~pulfed the Careffes. of this impudent
Wretch, whofe Deformity I knew; but
I was half afleep, and by confequence
have but a very confufed Idea of the Re-

ception I gave her.

In the mean Time the Gentlemen,
who fuppofed they had not given their
Money for nothing, were inceflantly
laughing amongft themfelves at the
Trick they had played me. The next
Day, whilft we were at Dinner, they
began to rally the Ladies, upon their

S not
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not having found out the Art of pleafing
their Gueft. Really, Ladies, faid Mon-
fieur de Remoyffin to them, I think you
ought to have fpared us the Trouble of
finding out Amufements to detain him
in our Habitation: It is a Shame for
you, that your Charms alone had not the
Power of rendering it agreeable to him.
What confoles us, replied Madame de.
Remouffin laughing, is that the Heart of
the Chevalier is acceflible only to Glory ;
’tis a Conqueft denied to Love. If he
_ 1s infenfible to our Worth, added ano-
ther of the Ladies, at leaft he does not
do us the Injuftice to prefer fuch Mon-
fters to us as your Miftreffes are.

You have too bad an Opinion of the
Chevalier, faid one of the Men, 1judge
more favourably of him. I will lay any
Wager that thefe Monfters don’t dif-
pleafe him, and that he gives, as we do,
the Prize to the African Venus. No,
that I don’t, cried I, .in an abrupt
Tone! I muft have loft my Senfes and
my Eyes, to be capable of making fuch
a Choice ; and I cannot believe that any
Man in the World can think fuch odious
Creatures agreeable. You hear him,

Ladies,
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Ladies, refumed Monfieur de Remouffin,
you ought to think yourfelves obliged to
the Chevalier for what he fays here; for
he only fpeaks thus out of Complaifance
and Confideration for you. No, Mon-
fieur, replied I, I thinkI ought to know
my own Mind beft ; and once more I
declare, I don’t love thofe infernal Beau-
ties, nor never fhall love them.

At this Reply Monfieur de Remoufin
calling to the Negrefs who had feduced
me, — Approach Angoletta, faid he to
her, come and confound the Chevalier.
Tell us the Truth, Child, and yeu fhall
not have the leaft Harm done you; but
if you diffemble it, I will have you tied
to a Poft, and have fifty good Lafhes
applied to you: What paffed laft Night
between this Gentleman and you? Upon
this Angoletta, in a trembling Voice,
made the Recital of her Nofturnal Ad-
venture, and faid a great deal more
than was true. ‘The Ladies, who
knew the Nymph to be a Perfon ac-
cuftomed to play fuch Parts, would not
do me the Honour to believe me, what-
ever I could fay to them, to perfwade
them that the Negrefs had relate]? a

ic-
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Fiction. My Embarrafs, the Surprize:’
of the Women, and the Laughter of the
Men, formed a Scene that was not un-
entertaining. As to me, I'had no In-
clination to laugh, I could willingly have
firangled the impudent Devil that was
the Caufe of my Confufion. If 1 had
had the moft inexcufable Fault to re-
proach myfelf with, it might have been
thoroughly expiated by my Shame. I
was two or three Days before I durft
look the Ladies in the Face; and this
Jeft was the Occafion of an Accident that
gave me an Ilnefs, of which I muft have.
inevitably died, but for the.extraordinary
Care that was taken. of me. ‘

Not being able now to refolve upon
keeping the Ladies Company, when
their Hufbands were abfent, 1 walked.
about by myfelf in the Grounds. Inmy.
Walks I gathered Oranges and eat them,
and eat {o great a Quantity one Day,
that in the Night I had a Fever, with a
dreadful Flux; my Stomach too began
to fwell, in the manner it does with
thofe who firft come from France into
the Iflands : When they perceived it was
the Diforder which is called in that.

Coun-
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Country, The Stomach Illnefs, they
brought me two of the ftrongeft Ne-
groes, who taking me under the Arms,
made me walk by force, and forced me
along through very rough Ways, and
up feveral Hills.  'Without this toilfome
Exercife, which is the only Remedy in
this Difeafe, the Patient falls involun-
tarily into a Dofe, during which his
Legs and his Body fwell, and he fcldom
recovers it.

Befides the Negroes who walked me
about all the Day, there was obliged to
be others to watch me in the Night,
and they had as much Employment as
the firft; They were obliged to hold
me down by Foree, and fometimes to
tie me; or [ fhould have wounded, or
perhaps killed myfelf, in thefe Excefles,
which were generally very violent. In
my Delirioufnefs I was boarding a Ship,
and prefently T was hunting with the
Iroquefe. At the End of one of thefe
Fits, being come to myfelf again, I per-
ceived the Negrefs Angoletta fitting by
my Bed. In my firlt Movement of
Paflion I was tempted to feign, that the

Fit was not yet over, and to feize upon
her,
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her, and revenge myfelf fufficiently for
the Trick fhe had played me. 1 had
even already begun to cry out, in the
Iroguefe Language, Tbetiath beghein
kaboonrai, kaboonrai, aciftab*; but re-
marking that the poor Wretch was very
affiduous in endeavouring to help me,
I could not refolve to return her Services

fo 1ll.

The Negroes, who were watching all
Night with me, were incapable of work-
ing in the Day, which was a Prejudice
to Monfieur de Remouffin. Happily my
Illnefs was of no long Duration, and by
degrees I recovered. Penetrated with
the Attentions and Goodnefs of my Hoft
and Hoftefs, and the Kindnefs of their
whole Family, I believe I thould have
renounced the Sea for ever, to live al-
ways with them, if Morpain had not
come to anchor at the Port de Paix.
He fent feveral Privateers to enquire af-
ter me; I was too near the Town for
his Enquiries to be in vain; befides,
nothing was more talked of every where
than the Iroguefe of Monfieur de Re-
mouffin. 'Two of my Comrades, there-

fore,

* That is, To Arms, Brethren, to Arms.
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fore, foon arrived at his Habitation, and

appeared tranfported with Joy at feeing
me again.

Tho’ their Arrival was not very agree-
able to the Family, fince they came to
force me from them, yet they were very
well received. Such was the Kindnefs
that had been conceived for me, that
my Departure afflited them all ; I can-
not think of it ftill without being mov’d.
No Creature would bid me adieu. Mon-
fieur de Remouffin only had the Courage
to fee me depart. I protefted to him,
that I would never forget what he had
done for me: 1told him, that I had no-
thing to offer him but my Sword, but
if he fhould ever ftand in need of
that, or of thofe of the whole Ship, I
begged him to depend upon them: That
I thould all my Life think it my Duty
to thed the laft Drop of my Blood for
him. What I exaét from you, my dear
Chevalier, faid he, with his Eyes filled
with Tears, is never to forget me, and
to let us hear of you as often as it is
poffible. I with you never may have
Occafion for it, added he, but whatever
is your Fate, look upon my Houfe al-

ways
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ways as your own: Pronouncing thefe
Words he embraced me tenderly, and
we parted. To compleat his Genero-
fity, he had me conveyed to the Port
de Paix, with four Horfes ; one loaded
with Linnen and Cloaths for my own
Ufe, and the others with Oranges, Wine,
Brandy, and other Refrefhments for our
Veflel.

Morpain was tranfported to find me
the fame that he had left me ; I mean,
fully difpofed to fhare with him in any
new Dangers. There appeared to me
to be great Changes on Board, I f{aw
all ftrange Faces: *Tis the Fate of the
Privateers ; they feldom grow old in-
their Profeflion. Morpain informed me,
that my firft Companions had almott all
perifhed in three Cembats, in which he
had taken three feveral Prizes; and that
he was fearching every where for brave
Fellows to fupply their Places.

As 1t was not my Fault that I had not
combated with them, I had my Share
as well as the reft in the Captures that
had been made ; they were pretty con-
fiderable, and I was not a little furpriz-

ed
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ed to find myfelf rich fo fuddenly. I
‘thought that Heaven had fent me all this
Wealth, that I might teftify my Gra-
titude-to Monfieur de Remouffin. 1 made
an Exchange of fome Moveables that
had fallen to me, for a Gold Watch
that fell to one of my Companions :
I put it into a fmall- Baftket, under a
Roulean of twenty Louis d’Ors; and
fent' it to Monficur de Remouffin by a
T'radefman, who I knew did all his
Bufinefs at the Port, and who took
care to inform him of all that paffed
there.

I had charged my Commiffioner to
fay we were departed, and that he had
feen us at a great diftance from the Port
before he left it; but he did not obey
me. For he brought me back my Baf-
ket the fame Evening, with a long Let-
ter, in which Monfieur de Remouffin re-
proached ‘'me for this Procedure, which
made him fear, he'faid, that I had not
received the ‘Matks of his Friendfhip
with the fame Pleafure as he had given
them. He fent me word, however,
that not 'to'refufe every Thing, he had
accepted the Watch., This was m;)e;

ut
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but he had put in the Place of it five
and twenty Louis d’Ors, and that was
more than its Value. In fine, it was
writ in the Book of Fate that I fhould
have all the Obligations upon Earth to
this worthy Man, without ever being
able afterwards to teftify my Gratitude
to him ; for in all my Cruizes upon the
Sea, after that time, I never had an Op-
portunity to harbour at the Port de Paix,
though I wifhed it exceffively *.

Four or five Days after I had rejoined
Morpain, his Veflel was in a Condition
to depart. 'We went to cruize upon the
Coafts of Famaica, and took feveral
Prizes during the five Months that we
remained there. We fold the laft at
Petit Goave, of which the Count de
Choifeuel was then Governor. It was
a Veflel loaded with Madeira Wines ;
which was a very agreeable Capture, both
to the Governor and the whole Coun-
try. We were obliged to lay by feveral
Months to refit our Veflels, which were

but

_ * When | arrived at Nantz in 1712, I was
informed by fome Natives of Sz. Domingo, that
he was then lately dead : I regretted him more
than I fhould have done a Father.
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but in a bad Condition. During that
“T'ime, Monlfieur d¢ Choifeuil, to occupy
s, refolved to let us make fome Cruizes
under an -old eelebrated Privateer, ‘who
‘had retired from the Sea to live peace-
-ably_in a rich Habitation which he had
not far from Petit Goave. This was
the famous Montauban, whe in the late
War had cenveyed into Bourdeans five
Englifp Prizes that enriched .the whole
City.

- Monfieur de Choifeui! found it diffi-
cult to perfwade Montauban out of his
Retreat ; either becaufe this Privateer
qnow wifhed only .for Repofe, or that he
had a Foreboding of what was to hap-
pento him. However, he fuffered him-
Adelf to be perfwaded. He accepted the
Commiffion, tegether with a handfowne
Frigate-of fourteen Guns ; Monficurde
:Choifenil, who had her in the Port, made
him - a Prefent of her. She was called
the Ne¢ro ; -we no {ooner knew that Ados-
Zauban was again to put o Sea, but we
almott all -engaged ourfelves with this
Hero of the Privateers. . We fet fail to
the, Sound of Trumpets, and with a
Difcharge of all the Cannons of the

13 Place.
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Place. It feemed as if we were certain
of Victory.

Upon our Route towards ' the Ifland
-of Famaica, paffing within Sight of a
little Port called /z Quaye de St. Louss,
we difcovered a Spamifp Veflel which
had harboured there to efcape an Eng-
lifh Man of War, that had given him
chafe for two or three Hours. This
Spanifp Ship was of forty Guns, and
very weak m Hands, though fthe was
loaded with Piaftres. They did not
indeed think they fhould have made
their Voyage alone, having been driven
from their Convoy by a Storm. The
Captain fent to demand of us, if we
would efcort him to the Havanna, of-
fering us for that Service whatever Sum
we pleafed. We anfwered him, after
having held a little’Council upon it, that
a Voyage to the Havanna would caury
“us too far out of our Way, and put-us
out of our Defigns, for the Execution
of which we had a2 Time prefix’d ; that
we were going to cruize upon the Coafts
of Famaica, and all that we could do
to ferve him, was to condu@ him to

the
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the Port of Sant Fago, upon the Coaft of
Cuba, or perhaps to Santo Spirito.

The Spanifh Captain accepted our
Offers, and Montauban, who was well
known by moft of his Crew, fwore up-
on his Honour, that till they were in a
Place of Safety he would never quit
them, but to purfue any of the Englifp
whom Chance thould throw in his Way ;
and that in this Cafe he only exacted
from them the Complaifance of waiting
for us, promifing that he would rejoin
them after our Expedition was finithed.
The Spaniards charmed at having us for
the Defenders of their Piaftres, failed
brifkly along in our Company, giving
us a thoufand Demonftrations of Grati-
-tude ; and to engage us the more to be
faithful to them, there paffed not a Day
but they regaled us on board them in
our Turns.

One Night the Mifty Weather had
driven us from them a confiderable Way,
and the next Day at Ten 0’Clock in the
Morning, when we faw them again, we
remarked they were not twice the Dif-

tance of a ‘Cannon-Shot from an Eng-
K Iz Iifh
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lifb Frigate of fix and thirty Guns.
‘When we had rnejoined the Spaniards,
they told us they had made a Feint of
coming up with the Englifb ; but that
in reality they had no Inclination to 1t.

As to us, we did not make fo many
Ceremonies ; we purfued the Englifh
Veflel, and came up to her in a very
thort Time, though fhe was a good
Sailor. I muft do the Spanifh Captain
Juftice : He did all that was poffible to
follow us, and run the Hazard of the
Combat with us. We had on board
four Spaniards, with whom we had
paffed the Night at play. At firft they
were not idle Spectators ; but they foon
became fo when they faw in a Moment
twenty Privateers upon the Deck of the
Frigate, difpatching the Englifh with fo
much Vigour, that without being fup-
ported by our Brethren, or the Spanifh
Veflel which had drawn near, we foon
conftrained them to bring to. The four
Senior Cevilieros who were on board us,
told their Captain after the Aéion, that
we were Devils and not Men. The
beft Part of our Prize confifted of one
hundred and fifty Negroes, whom we

fent
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fent to be fold at §¢. Louis; though we
received no Profit from them, f{ince we
never heard any more either of them or
the Veflel that carried them,

As we had thewn the Spaniards our
Manner of Attacking, we had not long
after an Opportunity of convincing them,
that a Parole of Honour is not lefs fa-
cred amongft the Privateers, than it is
amongft politer Soldiers. One Day
one of our Companions, whofe Name
I have forgot, having heated his Brain
by Drinking on board the Spaniard,
told us, when he returned to our Veflel,
that if we would follow his Advice, we
might make our Fortunes at once, with-
out expofing ourfelves to the leaft Ha-
zard. Upon this we afked him in what
Manner ! By carrying off the Spanifh
Veflel, replied he, that we are efcort-
ing. We will retire with it to Bouca-
tor, after we have difpatched the Crew.

Montauban at this Difcourfe locked
fizedly upon us all, as if to read in our
Looks what we thought of fuch a Pro-
pofition ; and though there was not one

F 3 among
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among us that did not appear incenfed
at it— Gentlemen, faid he to us, I give
you up the Place you have entrufted me
with, if I muft be a Witnefs of this
Treafon’s being propofed with Impuni-
ty ; fet me a-thore only upon the firft
Coatft, ’tis all the Favour I beg of you.
Why fhould you quit us, Monfieur,
replied we all, 1s there any one here that
approves this Perfidy that gives you
Horror ? ’Tis for that bafe Wretch
who ,was capable of conceiving fuch a
Thought to feparate from us; let him
‘go and feek his Accomplices elfewhere.
We deliberated immediately upon the
Treatment we fhould give this Wretch,
and it was agreed that we fhould im-
mediately fet him a-fhore without delay;
we even fwore, that none of us would
ever after receive him into any Privateer
Ship. We fteered direétly to the Coaft
of Cuba, and four Men putting him
into the Shallop, carried him a-fhore
directly at the Cape de /a Croix 3 where
he was left armed only with his Cutlafs,
and without any other Provifions than
thofe he had in his Stomach.

The
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The-Spaniards, far from fufpeting the
Reafon why we ufed our Companion
thus, interceded ftrongly for him. They
prefled us in vain to inform them what
he had done. They were not intrufted
till. they came within fight of the Port,
when:Montauban himfelf told it in con-
fidence to the Captain at their parting ;
not having_thought proper to tell it him
before, left it fhould give him fome
Difguft. The Spaniards, to whom their
Captain revealed this Secret, made us
much more confiderable Prefents than
what we could have expetted from
them ; .and were fo fatished with our
Procedure to the traiterous Privateer,
that they fpread the Report of that Ac-
tion through all the Iflands with infinite
Praifes, as if an honeft Man cquld de-
ferve Applaufe for. barely doing his
Duity.

We continued. to cruize upon thefe
Seas for. above two Months longer; we
had during that time many leifure Mo-
ments, which we ufed to fpend in our
ufual Diverfions of Drinking and- Gam-
ing, and fometimes in hearing Montan-

F 4 ban
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ban relate what he knew of the Pri-
vateering Hiftory of the late War. The
Relations he gave us of it enchanted
us ; amongft the reft, we took a parti-
cular Pleafure in the Detail of the Fights:
he had been in, in which he had per-
formed Prodigies of Valour. Gentle-
men, faid he to. us one Day, whillt 1
was at the Head of a Set of braxe Pri-
vateers like you, I can affure’yoi there
did not pafs a Year in which-I did not
fee almoft my whole Company renewed.
This muft not furprize you; for you
may lay two to one, that a Privateer
never compleats three Campaigns.

Therefore, my Frierds, purfued he,

I advife you by my Example to fet
yourfelves Bounds, and to retire as foon
as you. have got any thing: When I re-
call to Mind all the Dangers to which.F
have been expofed; I look upon myfelf
as a Man fingular in my kind, to have
been fo.fortunate as to preferve my Life-
till now. After what I have told you,
you will blame me, perhaps, for making-
this new Enterprize with you; but Mon-
fieur de Choifeuil has an abfolute Power:
exern
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over me : He intreated me to give him
this Mark of my Confideration for him ;
and I could not refufe him. It was not
Avarice moft certainly that made me
quit the Pleafures and the Eafe I enjoyed
in my peaceable Retreat ; and it was
ftill ‘lefs with a Defire of rendering my
‘Name more famous, that I came to con-
front‘once more the Dangers attend-
ing fuch-‘Campaigns ; they are like Mar-
riages, once is fufficient to run the rifk.
If -you are fo fortunate as to bury
two Wives, you will certainly make a
Widow of the third. T relate this Dif-
courfe of Montauban’s, that the Reader
may obferve, that we have fometimes a
Foreboding of thofe Misfortunes that
are to happen to us.

‘We met not long after with two Exg-
Zi/b Ships, one of four and twenty, the
other of fix and thirty Guns. It was
Rathnefs, or rather Madnefs, to pretend:
to.attack them. Neverthelefs an Attack.
was unanimoufly refolved upon, nothing.
feeming to us able to refift the Ex-
perience and Courage of our Chief 5
who on his Side forgeting the reafonable

F s things:
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things he had told us, was the Perfor
who teftified the moft Impatience to
come to Aé&ion. The Englih faw us
bear up to them without any Concern,
and made us find that they knew very
well how to deal with the Privateers.
We perceived it by their Working,, and,
the Care they took to make it almoft.
impopflible to board them, by putting.
out a Boom *, with which they were
provided, Added to this, that their
Ships underftood each. other as well as.
if ' the fame Captain. had. commanded.
them : When we made our Efforts to
board one, the other gave us a Volley.
of all her Artillery. Their Fire-Arms.
harras’d us extremely, and were fo fu-
perior to ours, that they had three hun-
dred Mufket-fhot againft our fifty.

Our Chief feeing plainly then that
we had acted like Fools in engaging
ourfelves in this Combat, redoubled his:

Courage

* 'Thefe are Yong Pieces of Wood, as Ends
of Mafts for Example, laid acrofs upon the
Decks of Ships, which advancing confiderably:
out on each Side, prevent any other Veflel from.
approaching them.
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Courage to furmount all thofe Obftacles
which prevented our Victory. He foam’d
with Ragg, and finding he was come at
lat to his third Wife, he would _have
let us all perifh, if happily for Gs he
had not been killed with a Cannon Bul-
let, after a defperate Fight of half an
Hour. 1 was immediately chofe Cap-
tain, not to continue an Engagement fo-
difagreeable to us, but to fave the reft.
of our People, who were reduced to
fifty Men, moft of them being wound-
ed and unable to defend themfelves.

In this Manner the Dignity of Cap-
tain was conferred upon me for the firft
Time, with exprefs Conditions that my
firft Order fhould be to make a Retreat ;
and that my .Authority thould extend
no farther than to reconduct to Petit
Goave our fhattered Veflel, with five
and twenty maimed, and the fame Num-
ber of Men who had efcaped, or were
Only flightly. wounded.

When the Captain of a Privateer has
been killed, the Veflel is put into Mourn-

ing in the following Manner : The Flag
an
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and Pendant are brought Half way down-
the Maft, and by that means drag along-
the Sea; the Veffel is ftripp’d of her
Streamers, and her Colours ; the Work=
ing her along is performed in deep-Si-
lence and very flowly; and' every half:
Hour a Cannon is let off. This in-
formed Monfieur de Choifenil of the
Death of the unfortunate Montauban;
before we arrived- in the Port.- The-
Governor, I muft do him that-Juftice,
wept exceflively for the Lofs of that
brave Man : He could not forgive him-
felf, for having drawn him from his So-
litude to make this unhappy Campaign.
He was touched alfo with our Misfer-
tunes. '

I think I ought not here to forget to
fpeak of a Cuftom eftablithed amongft
the Privateers. When they have loft
their Captain in a Fight, they fell the
Veflel, and all it contains, even to the
Arms, for the Subfiftanee and Cure.of
the Wounded, and to pay what is af-
figned to every one for his Wounds.
This 1s the Regulation upon that Head:
Two thoufand Livres.are given to a-Pud-

vateer
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vateer for the Lofs of an Arm, a Leg,
an Eye, an Ear, a Nofe, a Thumb, or
even a little Finger; in fhort, for any
Member ; and if any one remains dif-
abled by his Wounds, he has a2 Right
to be received on board the firft Pri-
vateer’s Veffel that appears ; where,
though he is of no Ufe, he has an equal
Share with the reft,

The End of the FirsT Book,
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BOOK IL

The Chevalier de Beauchene refufes to
accept of the Poft of Captain. He
goes again to Sea with feventy-five
Privateers. They meet with four
Englith Peffels, who ufe them very
roughly. The Chevalier goes to St.
Domingo, #o0 join fome French Pri-
wateers theve. The gallant Adventure
of a Rocheller, one of bis Companions.
They go to cruize upon the Coaft of the

Carraccas, and with a Velfel of eight
Guns,
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Guns, take two Englith Ships, one of
four and twenty, "anid the other of fix
and thirty Guns. . They return to St.
Domingo, wbhbere they fhare their
Prizes, and fall into all manner of
. Deébauchery.  They put to Sea again,
The Hifiory. of a Philofophical Priva-—
teer. They attack a Ship of fix and
forty Guns and three hundred Men,,
and take it after a hot Refiffance..
But they bhave no fooner gained that
Prize than fhe.is taken from. them by
an Englith Man of War, of fifty
Guns, and a Frigate of fix and thir-
ty, who make them Prifoners. They
are firft' fent to Jamaica, and from:
thence to the Prifpns of Kingfale in
Ireland. A4 Detail of the Miferies
they are made to fuffer. They all dié:
except the Chevalier, who finds means
1o efcape. He goes to Cork, where
he bas the Happinefs to find a Widow,
who out of Generofity does bim Ser-
vice, and who engages an Englith
Captain to fet bim a-fbore in- Hifpa~
niola, from wbhence be goes to Petit
Goave. There Monjteur de Choifeuil.
gives bim a Veflel and ninety Men,
with which ke bas ihe Boldnefs tgo
and.
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and cruize in Sight of the Ports of
Jamaica, o revenge himfelf upon the
firft Englith be can take, for the
Crueltios ¢ exercifed in Ireland upon bim-
felf and bis Companions. He takes an
Englith Ship, and treats the Crew
moft barbaroufly. He has a Difpute
with the Governor and Citizens of the
Town of Canary. - He attacks another
Englith Ship, in which be jfinds two
French Prifoners, one of whom is bis
Acquaintance.

LONSIEUR de Choifeuil,
,'““ after having teftified his
¥y Regret for Montanban, of-
fered us another Veflel, na-

—=~ med the §t. Rofe, which
had been taken from the Spaniards by the
Dutch, and lately retaken from them by
the Frmcb We accepted the Offer;
but the Company was to be formed,
‘which took up between two and three
Months. At the Expiration of that
Time we found ourfelves feventy-five
brave Fellows, and we immediately fet

They
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They all exhorted me to keep the
Place of Captain, which had been given
me after the Death of Montauban. 1
refufed it, not finding that 1 had Expe-
rience enough to acquit myfelf* well of
fuch a Poft, and upon my Refufal they
chofe a Canadian of Quebec, called Mi-
net, a good Seaman, and equally. pru-
dent and courageous.

‘When we were over-againft the Eaft
Part of the Ifland of Cuéa, of which
we had begun to difcover the Coafts,
we perceived a Brigantine of fourteen
Guns ; tho’ the Sea was rough we gave
him Chace a confiderable Time. If it
was dangerqus for them- not to draw-in
their Sails, it was. no.lefs. fo to wait for-
us, therefore they crowded all the Sail:
they could, yet notwithftanding we drew.
nearer them, and were almoft within:
Cannon-thot of them, when a moft
dreadful Guft of Wind overfet them be-
fore our Eyes. All their Company pe-
rithed excepting three Perfons, who
chofe rather to fall-into our:Hands than
into thofe of Death.

We
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We were fo provoked to fee our
Prey thus ravithed from us, that we
fet forth our Fate with all the Ener-
gy of Privateers, and in the moft ex-
preflive Terms; I believe, in our Ill-
humour, we fhould have fuffered thefe
three Wretches to fink without condef-
cending to fuccour them, if we had not
had a Curiofity to know the Value of
what we had loft. We faved them
then with that Intention, and it may be
guefled how great was our Defpair, when
they told us that their Captain was the
famous Charles Gandi, a Mulattoe of
Famaica, who had been trading upon
the Coafts of the Carraccas, and was re-
turning with a hundred thoufand Piat
tres, upon the Account of a rich Mer-
chant. The Lofs of this brave Captain
was of more Confequence to the Englifb
than that of the Money, tho’ the Sum
was fo large.

_After this, we paffed three or four
Months without meeting any thing but
a large Fifhing Bark, which we took ;
we afked the Mafter for News of Pa-
nefton, a Town in Famaica. He told

us he knew none, tho’ he miade feveral
Voyages
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Voyages there in a Year; He was a
Man between forty and fifty, who, with
three of his Sons, and two Servants,
carried dry’d Fith thither. We were
tired of waiting fo long in vain, for an
Opportunity of taking fome good Prize,
and it came into our Captain’s Thoughts
to make ufe of thefe People, to know
if there was any thing to be done; he
detained the three Sons of the Fifher-
man, and giving him fix of our ftouteft
Boys, he obliged him to go to Panefton,
affuring him that the Life of his Chil-
dren depended upon his Behaviour ; that
he need only load himfelf with dried
Fifh, enter into the Port as ufual, and in-
form himfelf privately whether any Vef-
fel was going out, or whether any was
expected in veryfoon. You need only,
added AZinet, execute punttually what
I have told you, and when you come to
give me an Account of your Commif-
fion I will deliver up your Sons. But
take Care what you do; if you attempt
the leaft Treafon, we will hang them
before your Eyes at our Yard-Arm.

‘The Fitherman proved a good Father,
he performed what was required of him
to
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to Perfetion ; bur indeed, befides the
Menace that was made him, two of our
Boys, armed with Poniards and Piftols,
had fecret Orders to obferve him clofely,
ar}d. kill him, if he made the lealt fuf
picious Step.  They brought us Word,
that five Englib Ships, the largeft of
five and twenty Guns, and the others of
half as many, were preparing to fet fail
for New-England, and that they would
leave the Port fpeedily ;5 we waited for
them in effect only eight Days; on the
ninth we perceived them, and we re-
marked there was one who was a flow
Sailor, and very diftant from the others,

Our Captain immediately propofed to
us to attack that, faying, that when we
had made ourfelves Mafters of it, we
might make ufe of it againft the
other four that accompanied it: This
was the moft prudent Method, but we
.would not follow it; we {eared left the
four Veflels that were together fhould
efcape, whilft we purfued that which
was alone ; befides, the firft was near-
eft to us, and our Hands itched to come
to Blows. The Captain in vain remon-
ftrated to us, that that Ardour of Fight-

ng,
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ing, which generally is unaccompanied
with Difcretion amongft the Privateers,
hinders them from weighing all Circum-
ftances, and generally draws upon them
all the Misfortunes they meet with. Ina
word, it was to no purpofe for him to
fpeak Reafon to us, nobody was of his
Opinion. At length, when he faw that
we all required that he fhould condu&
us to the four Veffels,—Gentlemen, faid
he to us, I will lead you on immediate-
ly, tho’ it is purfuing your Courage
more than your Prudence. You burn
with Impatience to come to Action;
you will fee one from which I can’t pro-
mife to bring you off with Safety.

Tho’ the Englifb were fenfible that
we defigned to attack them, they con-
tinued their Route as calmly as if they
had not perceived us ; they did not feem
to think of us, and yet they were taking
proper Meafures to make us repent -of
our Temerity. They knew that, ac-
cording to our ufual Cuftom, we fhould
immediately attempt to board them;
they prepared themfelves for it, and
when we were within Cannon-fhot, their
largeft Frigate prefented herfelf; we

imme-
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immediately grappled with her, and
deaped - haftily upon her Deck, which
was ‘exatly what they defired ; and we
found their Company fo ftrongly re-
trenched between their Decks, that it
was impofiible for us to force them,

‘Befides this, they had taken the Pre-
caution to faw off the Bar of the Helm,
fo that not being able to fteer the Ship,

“we remained there above half an Hour,
-expofed to all their Mufket-thot, fome
-of us employed in endeavouring to
‘break open with- Hatchets the Retrench-
ments' they had made, and others bufied

in returning, by a very inferior Fire, that

‘which was made upon us from the three
other -Vellels, which pafling continually
‘by us, :gave us'Broadfides loaded with
-broken Bullets and old Iron, which kil-
led us as many Men as they could have

~withed. "We were conftrained to return
on board our own Veflel again, to cut

-our Grappling-Irons, and to retire ; we
were in fo bad a Condition, that there
“were not fifteen of us capable of working
‘the Smip. .The Privateers are People
fo dieddful to the Merchant-Ships, that

as much difabled as we were, yet we kept

our
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our Enemies in Awe ; they feemed ftill
to fear left we fhould have a Mind to
return to ‘the Attack, and returned
Thanks to Heaven to find themfelves
free from us; tho’ if they had purfued us,
and but one of their Ships had harraffed
us for a quarter of an Hour, we muft
have been obliged to yield at Difcre-
tion.

This fecond Difgrace brought us fo
low, that Monfieur de Choifeuzl loft all
Hopes of ever recovering it.  The Vel-
fel was again fold for the Benefit of the
‘Wounded, in which Number I had the
good Fortune not to be included. Qur
continued Misfortunes gave no Perfon
any Defire to affociate with us, and we
were forced to remain idle, and wait till
fome Ship of the Privatecrs came to an-
chor at Petit Gogve. ‘This was a me-
lancholy Incident to a Man fo impa-
tient as I was; I was, neverthelefs, re-
folved to do as well as my Companions,
when f{everal Fremch Privateers, who
were at §¢. Domingo, wrote to-me, that
if T was willing to come to them, they
would procure me a Veffel that carried
eight Guns, of which the Governor .of

the
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the Place, an affable and a generous
Spaniard, had promifed to make them
a Prefent, when he found they were a
fufficient Number to put to Sea. I
could not have received a more agree-
able Piece of News; Iimparted it to
my Comrades, but there were but four
who would follow me, tho’ there were
cighteen or twenty capable of the Ser-
vice.

The Reafons they gave to the con-
trary were, that all the: French who had
trufted in this manner to the Spawiards,
had fooner or later always repented it.
We made a Jeft of their Diftruft, and
they of our Security; we preached to
one another, and our Difcourfes were as
fruitlefs-as the Sermons that are preach-
ed at Court agamft Flattery and Diffi-
mulation. I took my Party then, the
four Privateers who were in the fame
Difpofition with myfelf, and we all five
prepared. for our Departure acrofs the
Country,

The Evening before our Departure
we informed our Hoft of it, that he
might inftruct us in the Route we thould

Vo, L G take,
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take, and that at the fame Time he
might take our Notes for what we ow-
ed him; for in that Place every Priva-
teer has Credit in thofe Times: They
lent him freely whatever he defired, and
thofe Debts were paid preferably to
every thing elfe upon the firft Prize that
was made, even if the Debtor happened
to be kill’d. A young Boarder in our
Auberge afked us in the Evening, if it
would be agreeable to us for him to
Join Company with us, together with a
Friend of his, who was juft arrived from
a large and rich Habitation, which his
Parents had at fome Leagues Diftance
from thence. We both defign, added
he, to repair to the Spanifh-Town, and,
ta perform this Journey without any
Hazard, we addrefs ourfelves to fuch
brave Men as you are, and defire you
to fuffer us to be in your Cempany.”

‘Befides that, he captivated our Fa-
vour by his Compliment, he offered to
defray our Charges upon the Route, and
even to take Guides at his own Charge
and Expence. This was a certain Me-
thod of obtaining our Confent, and we
could not refufe it him. As he hinted

to
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to us that he and- his Friend withed to
depart privately, and that we ourfelves
had the fame Intention, to elude the In-
ftances that Monfieur de Choifenil might
have made to detain us, we agreed
with the young Man, that we would
depart the Night following, after Sup-

per.

Our Hoft told us in private, that he
did not know his Boarder, but that his
Friend was a Creolian, the Son of arich
Family, and had been brought up at
Paris, from whence he had not been
returned above two Months ; that he was
upon the Point of marrying a young
Lady with a very great Fortune, and
that yet this young Man feemed to ex-
¢refs more Averfion than Love for her.
‘We faw the Creolian arrive the next
Day ; he was mounted upon a good
Horfe, and had behind him a large Va-
life, full of all the Money and Jewels
he could carry off from his Friends ; he
had fome Trouble to provide another
Horfe' for his Friend, which retarded
our Departure till Midnight.

Gz We
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We were fearce out of the Auberga
before we found ourfelves in a new Em-
barrafs : The Boarder, the Creslian’s
Friend, was a very indifferent Horfe-
man ; he ftagger’d upon his Saddle eve-
ry Step he went, in fuch a manner that
one of us was obliged te mount upon
his Horfe behind and hold him: This,
joined to his foft and effeminate Look,
made us from that Time fufpect what we
difcovered fome few Days after. Not
to kill his Horfe, which was not a ve
ftrong one, we chofe out the lightv;{
young Fellow amongft us to do this
agreeable Service, which carried its Re-
compence along with it. ‘This was a
little, thin, alert Rosheller, whom we
had named * Touten Mufcles, from his
being very ftrong, the’ he was not fivé
Feet high. He had a cunning artful
Mind ; he penetrated the Myftery from
the firft, and, without making us Part-
ners in his Difcovery, he endeavoured
to make ufe of it. The Heat obliged
us o travel more in the Night - than-in
the Day; this favoured the Enterprize
of our Comrade ; the Rogue was difap-
pearing every now and then, as if he

‘ had
AU Mufils,
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had loft his Way, and found us again
in a quarter of an Idour. Thefe lLttle
Abfences were remarked, and the Friend
of the Creolian imagined to be a Wo-
man in Difguife. But we had no longer
any room ro doubt it, when one Morn-~
ing we found that the had departed over
Night with the Rocheller, the two
Horfes, and the Valife, which fhe took
care to inform us of by a Billet that
the left for her Lover, and which con-
tained thefe Words:

<« T have refle€ted, Monfieur, that,
“ being a Minor, you could not with
¢ Confcience marry me contrary to the
¢« Inclination of your Parents. I fup-
“ pofe alfo, you are tired of travcl-
« ling with me by this Time, therc-
« fore to do you a Pleafure I take an-
< other Guide. I ought to do tais if
it were only to reftore you to your
¢« Family, who are now lamenting
“ your Lofs, and to the Perfon who is
¢« deftined for your Bride. Adicu,
« Monfieur, never think of looking
« after me, 1 have loft my Way now
‘¢ in earneft.”

G 3 Thie
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This Billet occafioned great Laughter.
Some faid, that this fair 4nti-Lucretia
had found out, that Monfieur Touzen Mu/-
cles was more {uitable for her Purpofe
than the Creolian. It was the Rocheller
doubtlefs, faid another, that exacted this
Letter from her, that the might have
all the Honour of the Aéion, making a
Scruple of taking to his own Account
this generous Care of obliging a Fami-
Iy he was unacquainted with. In fine,
every onec had fomething to fay upon
the Occafion. However, our Laughter
foon gave Place to Sentiments of Com-
paflion, which we could not avoid
difcovering,.

The young Man to whom this Billet
was addrefled, as {foon as he read it, be-
came motionlefs with Aftonithment ;
then all of a fudden, roufing from that
Situation into Fury, he burft cut into a
Fit of Defpair, that touched us; he
would have killed himfelf with his own
Hands, if we had not prevented him ;
he told us afterwards, that he was re-
folved to follow us on Foot, that he
might rejoin this unfaithful Wretch, and
load her with Reproaches,  After that,

yield-
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yielding to the Foible he had for this
Creature, he melted into Tears, and .
fobbed with fuch exceflive Violence,
that tho’ we were Privateers, yet he
moved us to Compaflion.

This Tragi-comic Scene paffed in a
Habitation where we had ftopped. We
employed a whole Day there in confol-
ing him, and in exhorting him to return
to his Parents. By degrees we foften’d
his Grief, and he yielded infenfibly to
the Force of our Reafons: We afked him
in what Part of the World he had got
Acquaintance with this ungrateful Wo-
man, who did not deferve his Tears.
To fatisfy our Curiofity he toid us, not
without many Sighs, that fhe was of
Paris ; that he had loved the perfilious
Wretch from the firft Moment hs hal
feen her there, where fhe was kept by a
Maltotier * ; that he had attach’d him-
felf to her, and that, after having fpent
immenfe Sums, to allure her from her
Mar of Bufinefs, he had fucceeded in
it. It coft me as much, faid he, to de-
termine her to follow me into this Coun-
try ; and, to finith my Hiftory, I was

G4 now
* A Farmer of the Taxes.
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now going with this Inconftant to the
Spanifh Town, only that I might marry
her, in {pite of my Parents, who deftine
me for another Perfon.

‘When we faw the Creolian begin to
be difpofed to return home, we joined
all the Money we four had amongft us,
to what he had left in his Pocket, in
order to hire two Guides, one to conduét
him by fmall Days Journeys, and the
other to go before, and advertife his Fa-
mily to fend a Horfe to meet him. In do-
mg thisgenerous Altion, we never confi-
dered, that it was cutting off our own
Headg to fave anotherMan’s; as in effe,
for want of Money, we were obliged to
feed like the antient Hermits, upon the
Fruits of the Defart for the reft of our
Journey.

_ As we drew near §¢. Domingo we faw
feveral of the French Privateers, who
came to meet us, and who appeared
very well pleafed at our Arrival. ‘The
Rocheller was amongft them; as foon
as he could fpeak to us,in private, he
confeflfed to us all that we knew before,
without informing us what was become

of
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of his Parifian Nymph, defiring; us to
keep the Secret, which we did, tho’ he
did not deferve it. He had indeed
Reafon to fear his Adventure’s being
known ; they might have eafily forgiven
him the Rape of this Helen; but the
Valife carried off had an Air of Rob-
bery, that would have heen prejudicial
to his Reputation.

The Governor of St. Domingo, who
expected us with Impatience, honoured
us with a very gracious Reception, and
me in particular ; he gave me twenty
brave Spaniards to command, -together
with. fixty French Men, whom he had
affembled. To return the Efteem that
he teftified for me, I ufed fo much Di-
ligence that I made ready and fet Sail in
lefs than a Fortnight. I return now to
our Rockelier » 1 was very much fur-
prized to fee his Parifian on board
with him, whom he made to pals for a
young Brother of his, that he was will-
ing, he faid, fhould learn his Trade be-
times.

The poor Privateer was taken in as
well as the Cieolian ; he became diftract-
G s edly
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edly in Love with this Creature, whom
he was teaching the whole Day to fence
and ufe a Mutket, tho’ we all advifed
him in private to leave her in Quality of
Surgeon’s Boy or Apprentice.  This
Advice was not to his Tafte, for he
was fo monftroufly jealous of her, that
he would have her always in his Sight ;
he fuffered miferably when he faw her
fpeak to any body, and efpecially to thofe
who, like us, were in his Confidence in
fpite of himfelf ; his Jealoufy made him
pals many uneafy Moments. One Day
whilft he was at Play, having perceived
that his young Brother was gone out of
Sight, he could not conceal his Diforder,
and from that Time, tho’ it was his
darling Pleafure, he never gamed again;
but indecd there happened to us, in
about a Week afterwards, an Adven-
ture which cured him radically of the
Paffion he had for Play, as well as of
his Jealoufy. '

In cruizing upon the Coafts of the
£araccas we met with a Veflel of four
«nd twenty Guns, which we looked
upon immediately as-a Treafure that was
our ¢wn, as it coyld not pofiibly efcape

for
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for the Calm that then reign’d upon the
Sea. We foon joined it by the Afiift-
ance of our Oars, and having grappled
with it, we obliged them to ftrike in
lefs than a quarter of an Hour, with the
Lofs of fix only of our Men, in which
Number was the unfortunate Touten
Mufcles, by his own Fault. At the
Boarding he leaped with us upon the
Deck of the Englifh Ship ; his Miftrefs,
hurried along by the Crowd, found her-
felf obliged to do the fame, and not be-
ing ufed to fuch an Efcalade, fhe drop-
ped into the Sea. The Lover feeing
her drowning, was haftening to her Af-
fiftance, but one of our Men ftopped
him, threatening to thoot him through
the Head if he drew back *; the Ro-
cheller, drove on by the Excefs of his
Paffion, defpifed the Menace, and re-
ceived that Inftant a Mufket-fhot in his
Head. Thus perithed this unhappy
Wretch, for having abandoned himfelf
to a Paffion that is Folly in all Men,
but Madnefs in a Privateer.

We

* In an A&ion the leaft Boy has a Right to
fhoot any Privateer that draws back one Step.
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We were very well fatisfied with our
Enterprize; 1 put twenty of my People
on board the Englip Veflel, and the
greateft Part -of the Prifoners into the
Hold of my own. We were convey-
ing our Capture as in Triumph, when
we difcovered another Veffel, which
making its Advantage of a {mall Gale
of Wind which then arofe, bore dows:
upon us with crowded Sails. Our Pri-
foners had told us that they were in
Company with another Ship of fix and
thirty Guns, which they had been fepa-
rated from about two Days before by
hazy Weather. I did not doubt but:
this Veflel was that which they had
fpoke of ; and what agreed with my Con-
je€ture was, that it feemed to me as if
this Veflel ftrove to rejoin. the other. 1
immediately made them bring too all
the Sails, becaufé¢ their Figure, which
was particular, would foon have made
us known. T fet up alfo an Enghih
Flag, and left cur Prifoners thould rer
volt during the Combat, we laid them.
all in Irons. Befides all this, I made
my Route flowly towards Famaica, and
the Englifh, deceived by thefe Appear-

‘ ANEESy
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ances, came within Cannon-fhot with-
out finding out their Miftake,

‘Then fpreading at once all our Sails,
and thoifting the Colours of France upon
both eur Veflels, we came fo haftily up-
on theirs, that we grappled with them,
and boarded them before they knew
whom they had te deal with; but in re-
turn, as foon as they perceived it, they
made incredible Efforts to repulfe us.
They were ftrong in Men, by confe-
quence they made a dreadful Slaughter
smongft us. Nay, they would per-
haps have made us retire in fpite of all
our Courage, if our Companions, who.
were upon the Prize Veflel, had not al-
fo thrown out their Grappling-Irens, and
leaped upon the Quarter-Deck, after
having given them three or four Broad-
fides with their Cannon. The Englifh,.
attacked on both Sides, could not hold
eut much longer, and were obliged to-
yield, tho” they were ftill above three to
ene.

We had however, upon tlis Occa-
fion, about five and twenty Men killed

end wounded. When we arrived Sat
1,
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St. Domingo, we went to give an Ac-
count of our Campaign to the Governor,
who was extremely furprized to hear
what we had done. * He could not con-
ceive how fifty Men could be capalle of
taking two hundred, and of carrying
off, with a Veflel of eight Guns, one of
four and twenty, and another of thirty-
fix. As to the Profit which arofe to us
from thefe two Prizes, it was fo confi--
derable, that, exclufive of what was of
a Nature to be divided amongft us, as is
cuftomary, Iremember that the Admi-
ralty, for their Dues upon the reft, had
near fifty thoufand Crowns.

It will be imagined, doubtlefs, that
after two fuch lucky Hits, fifty Priva-
teers will be turned into fifty creditable
Citizens, and live eafy and happy for
the reft of their Days. Excufe me,
thefe are not their Maxims: We paffed
fix or feven Months in 8¢. Domingo, do-
ing what fifty young Mufquetaires would
do amongft the Citizens of a2 Town fur-
rendered at Difcretion. Gaming, Balls,
Treats, Quarrels, Riots, thefe were our
whole Bu’ine{s. When a Spaniard pretend-
ed to z:i it ill that we gave a Serenade to

his
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his Wife, and had not the Civility to
open the Door to us, we went in at the
Windows. There was every Day fome
Father, or fome Hufband, bringing his
Complaints to the Governor. On the
other Side, thofe who had neither Wives
nor handfome Daughters, and who found
their Account in our Diffipations, inte-
refted themfelves for us, and fpoke in
-our Favour ; they did not trouble them-
{elves about what Ravages we made in
the Night, provided that they could fell
us in the Day, for a Piaftre, what was
not worth a Shilling.

-Our Liberties, however, were carried
fo far, that the Governor, after having
in vain defired us to be more reafonable,
found himfelf obliged to forbid our bear-
ing Arms within the Town; neither
would he have gone fo far, but for an
Infult committed by a Privateer upon
one of his domeftick Officers, who had
a Nofe of an exceflive Length. Thy
Nofe thocks me, faid the Privateer to
him as he met him in the Street, I am
refolved to pare off the Superfluities of
it with my Cutlafs. Allons, my Friend,

draw your Sword. The Officer, who
was
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was a Spaniard, defended his Nofe like
a Man of Courage ; but not being wil-
ling to be reduced to preferving it again
in the fame Manner, he complained of
it to his Mafter, who caufed an Order
to be publithed, by which the Privateers
were forbid bearing any Weapons in §z.
Domingo.

We obey’d, and appeared feveral times.
before the Governor unarm’d, and, like -
a good forgiving Mafter, he thanked
us at firft for the Refpect we had for his
Orders ; but when he heard that we had:
our Swords carried after us by our Men,
as the Canadians of Monfieur de Iher-
ville’s Company had dene in the fame
Cafe at Rochelle, he was irritated ex-
tremely at us. He again commanded
that no Privascer fhould bear Arms with-
in the Town; and added, that if any
one caufed them to be carried after him,
he thould be punithed for it by an Im-
prifonment of {ix Months ; fo that he
put 1t out of our Power to fight in the
Town, unlefs it was at Boxing..

This juft Severity of the Govemo;:
produced two. different Effects; the Citi-

Zens
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zens-began not to fear us fo much, and
the Women to love us more : Our Vef-
fel became the Scene of gallant Feafts
and thofe Wamen whom we could not
fee before but by taking their Apart-
ments by Affault, in their Turn, now
leaped out of the Windows to us, ra-
ther than they would be wanting in the
Ceremonial of Politenefs, and not repay
our Vifits. As for the Spaniards, being
irritated that, without being defired, we
introduced the French Liberty and Po-
litenefs with fo much Succefs amongft
their Wives, they difembaraffed them-
felves in the Spanifb Manner of all thofe
ameng us that fell into their Hands in the
Night. We loft in this genteel Man-
ner four or five of our moft gallant Pri-
vateers, and thofe who were reckoned
the Petit Maitres of our Troop.

As we knew the Intrigues that had
been fo fatal to them, we refolved to
revenge their Deaths. We could not
do this in the 'Town without an open
Rebellion, and we were too {mall a
Number to dare to rebel. We judged
therefore, that we muft endeavour to

draw a-board thofe whom we fufpe&ecfl
0
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of having affaffinated” our Companions.
The better to deceive thefe Affaflins,
we ceafed to complain of the Misfor-
tune of our Brethren, and affected to ap-
pear fatisfied. We even faid openly,
that thofe among us who made a Dif-
order in the Town, contrary to the Or-
der of the Governor, made themfelves
deferving of any Accident that happen-
ed to them. Upon thefe Difcourfes the
Citizens thought us more fearful and
lefs terrible than we were. They ima-
gined, that finding ourfelves reduced to
the Number of five and thirty French,
we thought it more proper to fpeak
fmoothly than to rhodomontade. They
were in another Error alfo: They
thought the Spanifh Privateers had no
good Underftanding with us; and yet
they were the Men who delivered up
to us four of the Hufbands whom we
looked upon Privateericides ; and this
was the Stratagem which they made ufe
of to bring them to us a-board an Eng-
lifb Veffel that we had taken ; they pro-
pofed to them to conduét them thither,
towards Night, telling them that we
fhould fell them very cheap a confider-
able Parcel of Jewels, which we de-

figned
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figned to difpofe of fecretly in order to
defraud the Admiralty.

Thefe honeft Gtntlemen, who de-
fired no better than to join with us in
this clandeftine Commerce, gave eafily
into the Snare ; and when we had them
in our Power, we put on a magifterial
Air, and interrogated them in Form
upon the Murders committed in their
Quarters, and which were imputed to
them. It was in vain that they pro-
tefted their Innocence ; they had to do
with Judges who would condemn them
before they were heard. We had no-
thing - to debate upon but the Punith-
ment that we fhould make them fuf-
fer, when perceiving amongft them a
little obftinate Man who had a very
handfome Wife, whom he had hither-
to rendered always inacceflible to us:
Meffieurs, faid I to my Companions,
if thefe other three Padrones have Wives
as pretty as this has, I am of Opinion
that we fhould give them their Lives,
provided they fend for them to us im-
mediately ; and I propofe that they

fhould meditate upon their Sins in the
’ Bottom
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Bottom of the Hold, whillt we fup
with their Ladies.

So pleafant an Idea of Vengeance
made the whole Company laugh, ard
faved the Spaniards, who but for this
would infallibly have gone. We gave
over then all Thoughts of Bloodfhed.
We reafoned only upon the Sentence
that I had pronounced, and every one
having voted, it was refolved, that to
avoid Inconveniencics we would go our-
felves, provided with good Procurations
under the Hands of the Hufbands, and
fup with their Wives in private to avoid
all Scandal. We took an ill-natured
Pleafure in feeing the different Grimaces
that thefe four poor Wretches made
when they figned their Procurations.
Thofe who were the moft jealous, re-
joiced us by the mortal Fears that were
painted upon their Countenances. All
this however was no more than a Jeft:
We went to Supper at our Inns, bound-
ing our Vengeance only by detaining
the Hufbands all Night in the Ship, and
making them imagine that their Procu-
rations had not been ufelefs. We had
made Acquaintance with fo many other

Ladics;
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Ladies, that it is no wonder we had-not
the Curiofity to go after thefe; who,
when they faw their Hufbands again,
whom we took care to fend them the
next Day, I believe, had no little Trou-
ble to perfwade them that they had re-
‘ceived no Damagie but this Fright.

Whilt we lead this delightful Life
at St. Domingo, {pending our Treafure
with as much Hafte as we had gained it,
there arrived from Petit Goave a Rein-
foscernent of twelve Fremch Privateers,
who forced us from the Arms of Slath
and Voluptuoufnefs. We abandoned
our Pleafure abruptly to make ready for
the Sea, and we fet fail with as much
Ardour as if we were certain that we
were departing only to return with new
Conquefts. Iniquity and Vice ftupify
the Mind. We did not confider, that
having fpent fo much Time in De-
bauchery, we were now perhaps running
eagerly to meet thofe Chaftifements that
Divine Juftice had prepared for us.

Amengft the Privateers who came
to us from Petit Goave, there was one
of a Charatter very new in that Pro-

feflion,
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feflion. He was a perfect Philofopher,
a meditating Malebranchif, who had
never feen a drawn Sword, and knew
nothing of Gunpowder but by the Ex-
petiments he had made upon the Elafti-
city of the Air that it contained, What
will appear moft fingular is, that we
were wonderfully pleafed with him, tho’
he could neither fight, nor game, nor
fwear, nor drink. We all liftened to
him with Pleafure, efpecially when he
talked Phyficks, and explained to us
the Caufe of Eclipfes, of the Winds, of
the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, and
of all the furprizing Phoenomena of Na- .
ture ; which he did, confining himfelf
as much as poffible to common plain
Expreffions, fuitable to the Capacity of
his Audience. _

His Converfation delighted uvs. I
fhall never forget the Difcourfe he made
the firft time he related to us by what
Chance he was thrown among us. He
could not think of it without making
Exclamations that diverted us. I feem
to have been born, faid he to us, to
fhew the World the Caprices of Fate..
After having been from my Infancy till

, this
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this Time, as it were buried in the Stu-
dy of Philofophy, behold me now re-
duced to wander on the Sea, not as a
curious Naturalift, but in the Quality of
a Privateer : What a ftrange Metamor-
phofis ! Neither is this any more than
the common Caprice of my Stars, which
I cannot'myfelf comprehend how I could
give way to. He ftopp’d here, and
feemed unwilling to proceed any farther.
We defired him to explain himfelf more
clearly, and our Intreaties were the more
earneft, as the Privateers who had
brought him from Petit Goave, and
who knew his Hiftory, laughed immo-
derately at his Silence ; which made us
imagine that what he concealed deferved
our Attention. Our Prayers were not
in vain, he began his Speech again in
thefe Terms :

You fee, Gentlemen, that I don’t
willingly run on in fuperfluous Dif-
courfe, and that I am poffefs’d of the
Gift of Taciturnity. But you do not
know me yet. ’Tis pity that you can-
not contrive a Clofet here, at a diftance
from ‘the Noife and continual Move-
ment there is in your Veffel, you wm{{ld

ec
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fee me fhut myfelf up there for five
or {ix Days together, without caming
out of it; nay, without fo much as
fpeaking a Word to thofe who brought
me my Provifions. Such 5 my Tafte,
in this Manner I have always lived, and
at the fame time have always been rec-
koned the moft unfociable of Mortals,
a Hater of Mankind, and ftill more of
‘Womankind. Yet, Gentlemen, can you
believe it, I have banifhed myfelf imto
this new World, only to avoid ome
whom I married in one of thofe unfor-
tunate Moments when the Philofopher
yielding bafely to the Animal, notwith-
ftanding his Philofophy, let himfelf be
captivated under the Yoke of Hymen.

Ina City of Framce, notvery diftant
from Paris, I took to Wife a young Per-
fon extremely amiable, but at the fame
fime extremely gay. Iwas not four Days
before I perceived that I had played the
Fpol, and that I had embraced a Con-
dition very unfuitable to me. My Wife,
through an Exces of Affiduity and
Comphifance, became my Tormentor,
She followed me without ceafiig, load-
ed me with Carefles, and did not leavé

me
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me to myfelf a Moment. Was I read-
ing in my Clofet, the would come in
fearch of me Singing and Dancing ;
tear the Book out of my Hands, and
tell me with a Laugh that the was worth
all the Volumes in my Library ; fo that
to read at liberty, I was obliged to go
out of the Town, and to retire to a
‘Friend. In fine, the loved Society as
much as I did Study and Retirement.
From the Moment it was Day with Ma-
dam, the Houfe was an Aflfembly till
it was Night. It might have been bear-
able however, if not pretending to take
it ill that my Wife lived in this Manner,
I had on my Side had the liberty to live
after my own Fancy ; but No, the re-
folved that I fhould follow her’s; fhe
would reform me, fhe faid, polith me,
and above all hinder my Reading from
doing me harm. How you are altered !
fometimes fhe would cry out; ’tis this
Reading that deftroys you ; I muft burn
all thefe odious Books that ruin you en-
tirely.,

It was in vain for me to be enraged
at myfelf, and curfe my Marriage, my
giddy Spoufe obliged me out of Com-

H plaifance
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plaifance to da every thing that fhe
liked. ‘However, after fome Months fhe
ceafed to torment me, and defpairing
of ‘being able to alter a hardened Philo-
fopher, fhe let me read as much asT
pledfed, without difturbing herfelf any
further to make me alter my Cenduct,,
and without ever thinking to reform her,
own. On the contrary, fhe redoubled
her Expences, and made-{o prodigious
a Diminution of my Fortune :in Treats,
Dréfs, Furniture, and publick Places,
that in lefs than two Years the ruined
me entirely. I had no other Refource
but a Plantation, which my Father had
left at his Death, and which was inha-
bited by a Man who had fome Share in
it, :and who -always deferring to make
up his Accounts with me, had not- yet
fent me any Remittances to Europe. .

When 1 perceived then, about five
or fix Months fince, that I had not
enough left to pay a-Quarter of what
my Wife owed to the Baker, the But-
cher, the Cook, the Laundrefs, &. 1
departed quietly without bidding .her
Adieu, to fpare myfelf the Trouble of
hearing the Mufick fhe would have

made
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gade upon that Qccafion 3 I embarked
tor St. Daomingo, in hopes that I thould
live there eafily and happily, fince I
fhayld be at a_Diftance from my Wife.
iB3Ut upon'my Arrival, I found that the

lantation upon which I depended had
been fold, and that the Villain of a Sel-
ler was no longer in the Country. This
News ftruck me fo exceflively, thatI
was yert}r near repenting that I had left
my Wife. This is exprefling it fuffici-
ently. Nothing was then talked of at
Petit Goave, but the immenfe Riches
that the French had gained who were at
the Spanifb Town. Ilodged with feveral
of thefe Geptlemen who are liftening to
me, I had related my Misfortunes to
them ; ‘they pitied me, and feeing I did
pot know. what to turn myfelf to, they
propofed to me to follow them. I ac-
cepted the Propofition; and I fhould
applaud myfelf for it, if I did not fear
that I fhall appear a Brother unworthy
of you. For, in fine, I have no very
warlike Heart; I am fenfible of 1t. I
cannot hear a Fuzil thot off without
trembling, '

H 2 This
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This new Privateer if we may give
him that Name, becaufe he was amongft
us, here finithed his Hiftory. I endea-
voured to give him Courage, and told
him that he would be much fooner ufed
to the Ways of the Privateers, than he
had been to thofe of his Wife ; and that
when he had been two or three Times
at the Stern of a large Ship, expofed to
the Whizzing of Cannon Bullets out of
their Chace Guns, he would not be
afraid of a Mufket-thot: However, I
added, that if he chofe it he might keep
in the Steerage at firft, and fee us fight
without entering into the Party, till he

was ufed to Mufquetades and Cannon-
thot.

We were much more impatient than
he was to meet fome Veffel which might
give us an Opportunity of thewing him’
in what Manner we defigned to inure
him to ftand Fire. This did not hap-
pen however till near two Months after.
One Morning, as we doubled the little
Ifland of Tortoifes, there prefented 1t-
{elf before us an Englifb Veflel, to which
we made up without Hefitation. The
Captain who commanded it would have

thought:
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thought himfelf dithonoured by endea-
vouring to avoid us. In effe&, he faw
only a {mall Veffel of eight Guns, which
he did not think would be rafth enough
to -attack one of fix and forty Cannon
and three hundred Men. He did not
know the Privatecrs. The Mafter and
his, Mate who knew what kind of Peo-
ple we were, had a very hot Difpute
with him upon this Occafion, as they
told ‘us themfelves after the Action.
The Mafter remarking that we drew
ftill nearer to them, advifed him to pre-
pare for an Engagement. Don’t trouble
yourfelf about it, replied the Captain,
can you be afraid of a Sloop that I could
hoift up whole upon the Deck? It may
-be a Sloop if you pleafe, replied the
Mafter fomething affronted ; but this
Sloop, contains perhaps a hundred Men,,
whom you will {ee leap upon your Deck
to. fpare you the Trouble of hoifting
them there ; and if you don’t take care,
they may throw you and all your Crew
overboard, as numerous as you are.

After a long Debate, the wife Pru-
dence of the Mafter got the better of
the too great Confidence of the Captain.

H 3 They
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"Fhey prepared themfelves a- gdod Re-
ttenchment; after which théy were 1o
complaifant as to wait for usy fully re-
folved to prevent us from boarding
themy, o at leaft to make'all the Efforts
they were capable of ; the Sed was very
rough; and the firft Broadfides of their
Cannon did us no other Harm than
frighting. the Philofopher ; but feon af-
ter we were almoft entirely ftripped of
our Sails and Tackling ; fo that if we
had not feized the Opportunity that a
Guft of Wind gave us, of faftening our
'Grappling-Irons upon their Stern, we
fhould have been utterly difabled: Their
Cannon then' became all ufelefs t6 theit,
éxcept their two Chace-Guns, ahd even
thofe they could make no great. Uie
of, ds wé fired inceflantly into theii
Portholes. We mounted at length up-
on their Deck, nof without much Dif-
ficulty, becaufe of the rolling of the
Waves, and threugh fo dreadful a Firé
of Mufquetry, that I oft at leaft a third
of my People; we did not begin to
breathe again till we came to Aétion with
our Sabrds,

During
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During the Time that we fought, they
with their Swords and Spontons, and
we with our Cutlaffes, Chance. broucht
the Captain and me, without knowmg
each other, to combat together. We
fixed upon each other; 1 franlxly confefs
that I never met with {o {taunch a Game-
fter. Fatjgued with his parrying all my
Strokes, Ibecran to faint, and gave him
thofe that were, lefs {evere, and I found
that [-was finking under his, when in a
Moment he had Zhis. Thigh broke with
a, Piftol-thet. Not being able to fup-

ort himfelf, he meafured the Earth, or
rather the Deck, with his Body, and his
Fall the inftant after was followed by
mine ; fo much was I weaken’d by the
Gun-thots. I had received, and by the,
Blood that I had loft. In the mean time
my Comrades prefled the E glifh fo
clofely, that they obliged them to retire
bétween their Dccks, where loadin;
them with Granades and Powder-Horm
they conftrained them to ftr ike their
Flag,

I was under the Hands of the Sur-
geon, who fecing me in a deep. Swoon,
employed all hxs Art to bring e to

Ha4 my-
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myfelf again; and when he had fucceed-
ed in it, I afked him, if we were con-
quered, or Conquerors. He informed
me, with a Joy that the Idea of a great
Fortune infpired him with, that the
Englifp Veflel was our own; that the
was returning from ngola; that her
Ballaft was KElephants Teeth or Ivory,
and her Cargo five hundred and fifty
Negroes, and a confiderable Quantity of
Gold Duft. We could not certainly
have taken a richer Prize; my Com-
rades applauded their happy Fate, ex-
prefling their Raptures in the loudeft
Tranfports of Joy. But, alas! their
Happinefs was of fhort Duration: They
had not Time {0 much as to take an
Account of their Treafure. Fortune de-
prived them of it very abruptly; it was
theirs only from Eight in the Morning
till Eleven, and they paid deaf# for that
fhort Enjoyment. )

In endeavouring to make the Quay
de St. Louis, which was the necareft
French Port to the Place where we were,
we run diretly in the Way of the Fer-
J&y, an Englifb Man of War of fifty
Guns, that was ftationed upon the Coaft.

This
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This Veflel was cruizing upon the Coaft
of Hifpaniola, with a Frigate of thirty~
fix Guns. Our Vefiel was fo fhatter’d,
that we had not fo much as a Thought
of endeavouring to efcape them, and
yet in our Defpair we prepared to defend
ourfelves. I made myfclf be carried upon
the Deck, where not being able to ftand,
nor even to fit upright, they laid me in
fuch a manner, that having my Arms
at Liberty, and my Head a little raifed, I
-could ftill fhoot off a Fuzil. The fifteen
Men who conduéted our Prize were at
firft tempted to fet fire to the Powder
and blow up the Ship; but remarking
that we prepared for an Engagement,
they did the fame. I had only five and
~twenty Men left with me, including the
-Philofopher and the Wounded.

The Ferfey firft made up to us, and
perceiving we were fo weakly mann’d,
attacked us without waiting for the Fri-
gate. The fifteen Men who were on
board the Prize Ship, being fcarce fuffi-
cient to work her, appeared of no great
Confequence to them. They faftened
only upon our Veflel, and as they per-
ceived that, being too weak to venture

H; to
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to board them, out of Neceflity we were
forced to refolve upon keeping in our
own Ship, they did not fail to regulate
therrifelves thereupon. To difpatch us
‘more fpeedily they loaded their Cannon
with Cafe-thet, and provoked at us, that
notwithftanding all thefe Precautions, we
did not fubmit to firike; they run ypon
us every Moment with their heavy Ship,
_that broke us all to Pieces; and they
would inevitably have funk us, if we
had not prudeatly determined to fur-
render.

The Captain found our Prize had
been very roughly hardleds; and pigued
at the Refiftance we had dared to make-
‘with fuch unequal Forces, he treated us
very harfhly, both in Words and Ac-
tions. He laid us in Irons notwith-
ftanding our Wounds, and left us the
reft of the Day without fuffering them
to be dreffed. By this Ufage feveral of
my Companions perithed, whole Wounds:
would not elfe have proved mortal..
Confidering, however, the next Day that:
we were reduced to not above twenty;
Men, he permitted our Surgeon to take

€are:
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eare of us, and three Days after took off
our Irons.

It was only becaufe we fell into her
Way that the Ferfey took us, fhe ex-
‘pe&ed that Fortune defigned her for
greater Favours. They continued ‘to
cruize to the North of Hifpaniola, drag-
ging us after them as in Triumph. We
earneftly withed that they might meet
with fome large French or Spanifh Vef-
fel, that we might revolt during the
Engagement ; our Prayers were not
heard, and the Fer/fey made no other
Capture ; they remained, however, fo
long at Sea that their Water failed them,
and they were obliged to fend their
Sloops afhore in the Night to procure
more.

The Sight of our'own Coafts gave us
fo furious a Defire of ftriving to fhake
off our Slavery, that it was impofiible to
refift it. One Evening, by the Moon-
light, having perceived the Cape T751-
ron, I undertook, with three other Pri-
vateers as enterprizing as myfelf, to fave

ourfelves by fwimming thither, tho’ it
was



156 The Adventures of

was above a League diftant from us.
We thould perhaps have fucceeded in
this dangerous Undertaking but for an
Accident that happened to us. One of
my three Companions, wha was my
greateft Intimate, and a very bad Swim-
mer, infifting upon being in the Party,
was foon exhauited ; we were not above
a Quarter of the Way when he called
outto me ; I went to his Affiftance, and
he lean’d upon me for a few Moments
to reft himfelf'; after which he began to-
fwim again, but finding plainly that he
fhould never have Strength to reach the
Cape, he thought it more proper to put
on his Chains again, than to break them
foolithly by drowning himfelf'; he cry’d
out then for Aftiftance, and difcovered
our Flight. They immediately thot off a
Gun, to advertife the Sloops which were
athore to come and take us, which they
did, not without regaling us with fome
Strokes of their Oars, by way of Pre-
lude to the Sufferings we were to un-
dergo. They put us again in Irons, as
foon as we were on board the Ferfey,

and conveyed us in that Situation to
Famaica.

There
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There we were delivered up to an
old bald-headed Governor, who had the
utmoft Averfion to the French, tho’ he
was a French Man himfelf. He order-
ed us to be confined three Leagues from
Kingfton, in a Prifon where they ufually
put their deferting Negroes. Eight Days
after, he fent for us to exhort us to ferve
againft the French, offering me in par-
ticular a Jarger Veflel than that I had loft :
We all anfwered him without Hefitation,
that we were born under the white Flag,
and under that we would die. Irritated
at our Anfwer, which appeared a Re-
proach to him for having turned his
Coat, he gave Orders very charitably
that our Provifions thould be diminifh-
ed, and that we thould be reconducted
to Prifon through Ways full of Briars, and
of akind of Thorns, call’d Adagueties,
whofe tharp Points tore our naked Legs,
and run into the Soles of our Feet. As
foon as we arrived at the Prifon we were
obliged carefully to pull thefe out of one
another’s Feet; for every Point that was
left in the Fleth would have formed a
painful Abcefs.

The
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The Defign this Renegado had form-
ed, of confiraining us to betray our
Country as he had done, procured us fo
often the Honour of going in this man-
ner, to pay our Court to him at King-
fon, that our Wounds were no fooner
healed but they were renewed. Befides
this, the Soldiers who conducted us, glad
to find themfelves authorized to ufe us
roughly, tormented us a thoufand Ways,
being perfwaded it was a Pleafure to the
Governor. During the Space of fix
Months that we remained in this horri-
ble Place, five of our Comrades, in
which Number was the Plilofopher, funk
under the Miferies they made us fuffer.
Thefe unfortunate Prifoners contributed
themfelves after their Deaths to augment
our Pains, fince they forced us to let
tliem confume before our Eyes, without
permitting us to cover them with Earth,
and to give them at leaft that poor In-
terment.

The firft, whofe Death put an Fnd to
his Mifery, was called the Barop. It
was faid that he was the Son of a Man
of Diftin¢ion in France, who bore that
Title ; I do not remember what Fami-

Iy



the Chevalier de Beauchene. 159

Yy he was of, for I never heard his
Name pronounced but once. This un-
happy Companion of our Misfortunes
had no f{ooner given the laft Sigh, than
he was ftretched out upon four Poles,
and espofed before the Door of the Pri-
fon. We had no Trouble to drive the
Beafts and Birds of Prey from his Body,
the poor Wretch having only a Skin
fretched over his Bones, and the Heats
c}al_f the Climate foon made a Skeleton of
im. ‘

The Ctuelty of the Governor did not
fucceed according to his Expectation ;
he eould never force us to imitate his
Bafenefs. ‘This obliged him to fend us to
England, with a Fleet of forty Merchant
Ships which were going thither, under
the Ténvuy of Your Men of War.  As
o us, we were landed in Jfreland, and
put in the Prifon of Kingfale, where we
und Company enough of our own Na-
tion, there being then fifteen hundred

French Prifoners there.

By changing our Prifon we only
changed our Tormentors, with this Dif-
ference, that thofe of Famaica uled uﬁ

1
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ill to make us enter into their Service
againft France, but thefe of Kingfale did
it only to entertain themfelves, and fa-
tisfy their natural Barbarity. The Sol-
diers and the Goaler, named Mafter Pi-
per, and who might with Juftice have
been called Mafter Villain, feemed to
have nothing in'View but to difpatch us
{ilently and by degrees. Befides that,
he apprehended a Reprizal ; he dreaded
left the Queen fhould be informed of
his Behaviour; for he was thoroughly
fenfible that that Princefs, whofe Nature
was humane and generous, would have
caufed him to be punithed exemplarily,
if the had known to what a Degree he
had carried on his Barbarity.

>Tis certain that their higheft Recrea-
tion was to fee us fuffer, © " Licic Tivils
entertained themfelves by making us
fight for a Piece of Meat or Bread, as
they would theirDogs.  Thofe amongft
us who bore our Sufferings in'* ilence,
without being able to fubmit to give
thefe inhuman Wretches "a Diveifion fo -
worthy of their Brutality, were: not the
leaft to be pitied, fince they let them
penfh with Hunger, as they were Cow-
ards,
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~ards,_they faid, that did not deferve a
Subfiftance. They loaded them with
Blows every Morning, when they made
us pafs in Review to take an Account of
us, and in the moft rigorous Weather
they would neither allow them Straw nor
a Covering ; whilft thofe who fought
heartily, that they might have the Ho-
nour of contributing to the Diverfion
of our Sovereign Lords, Mafter Piper
and the Soldiers, were fomething better
treated. '

I faw feveral of my Companions perith
thus miferably, who, as they were dy-
ing, conjured me and the other Priva-
teers to revenge their Deaths, if we had
ever the Happinefs to be delivered from
this terrible Imprifunment. Our Execu-
tioners had eftablithed a Law, which
fhewed plainly the great Pleafure they
took in thefe Spe@acles. The Condi-
tions of this Law were, that he amongft
us who fought againft all that prefented
themfelves, and remained the Conque-
ror, fhould be called the Cock of the Pri-
foners; and to render this honourable
Title ftill more to be defired, they an-

nexed to it the Right of fharing out the
' Portions
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Portions of all the reft, and taking, for
his own WNouth and his Friends, what
was the moft tolerable of the Provifions,
and this to continue till he met-with one
who conquered him.

This P.aw made me take the Refolu-
tion of employing all the Strength I had
feft to become the Cock, and to procure
a Poffibility of* dragging on a miferable
Eife fome Time, for me and my Iriends.
But 1t was not eafy for me to execute
this Defign fuccefstully ; I was to dif-
pofiefs a ftrong Soldier of Bretaigne out
of the Place, who had already killed
four or five Prifoners who lhad the Te-
merity to difpute it with him. Thefe
Combats were the more praper to pro-
long the Pleafure of the Soldiers, as
they were obliged to fight without Wea -
pons, and-the Viftory was never com-
pleated but by the Death of the Van-
quithed. Nothing could have been bet-
ter imagined than this Regulation, be-
caufe the Perfon who dared to enter the
Lifts againft the Cock, being always
fomething near his own Strength, gene-
rally defended his Life for feveral Hours.

* ‘What
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‘What a Delight for the Gentlemen our
Spettators !

I'long hefitated upon challenging this
redoubtable Defendant, whom I withed
to overcome ; when I examined him at-
tentively, I defpaired of conquering
htm. He was a large, wellfet, black
Fellow, and appeared to me to have
twice my Strength ; befides, I had
Heard that thofe of Breraigne were
the' firongeft Wreftlers in the World :
The Time, however, prefled me to de-
termine ; my Strength diminifhed every
Day for want of Nourifhment, and I
faw my Companions at the laft Gafp.
At length an Accident Kappened that
made tne take my Refolutiom. ‘

One of the Centinels having heard me
Murinur, upon oceafion of the Shares
that the Cock had given us, called to
Him and told him that I threaten’d him.
He came up to me dire@tly, and afked
me with an infulting Laugh, if 1 had
not a Mind to take upon myfelf the
Care of giving them in my Turn; that
he fHould be very glad to fee if 1 had

Courage enough for that. -~ This Brang—
| o
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do fired me in aMoment ; I looked upon
the Cock as no more than a Chicken, and
I told him with Fury, that I took him
at his Word. The Soldiers and fome
of the Prifoners made a Circle round us
in an Inftant; 1 let them fee that the
Canadians did not yield to the Bretaignes
either in Strength or Addrefs; I extend-
ed him at his Length upon the Ground,
and fo roughly, that he lay for dead. I
felt a Horror myfelf at my Viétory, and
I could purfue it no farther, tho’ to ren-
der it compleat the Law demanded the
Death of the Vanquith’d. The Spec-
tators contented themfelves with feeing
him {pecchlefs, and Mafter Piper, hav-
ing ordered him to be carried off, pro-
claimed me Cock of the Prifoners.

I did not long exercife my Employ-
ment, not that any one forced me to
lofe it in the fame manner that I gained
it. The Victory which I had won fill’d
all the Prifoners with Terror, who hav-
ing imagined that there was no Man fo
ftrong as my Bretaigne, were not in the
lealt tempted to attack his Conqueror.
1 preferved my Poft, therefore, glori-
ouily for about a Fortnight, at the End

, of
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of which Ifell ill ; and not being able
then any longer to acquit myfelf of the
Functions of my Charge, I loft the Pri-
vileges of it. | ’

Behold my Comrades and myfelf now
again reduced to fuffer Hunger, and a-
bove that the exceflive and fevere Cold
that then reign’d *, which proved very
ferviceable to the Defigns of our Tyrants,
There was not a Day paffed without the
Death of ten or twelve Prifoners. I re-
member that in thofe dreadful Moments
our higheft Wifhes were, not to want
Bread and clean Straw; for we might
better have laid upon the Ground than
upon the Straw they gave us, which
they changed fo feldom, that it was con-
fumed to Duft, and gave the moft of-
fenfive Smell : With all this our Bolfter
was a Stone, and between four of us we
had a miferable Blanket, fo wore that it
would not bear touching. In this in-
tollerable Condition we bid each other
adieu continually, and were reckoning
about how many Days each of us might
have to live; lefs touched with Death
itfelf, than we were with the Impoﬁ}bi—

1ty

* In Fanuary, 1710,
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Iity we were under of revenging. our-
felves. Our Religion, I confefs, ought
to have obliged us to make a better Ufe
of our Misforrunes; but we had not
Virtue enough to be capable of fuch an
Effort.

Amongft the reft of the Prifoners,
there were fome of thofe Beggars by Pro-
feflion, who not having been able to
forget their firft Trade, tho® they had
carried a Mufket, were fo continually
fatiguing every body who came._ to the
Prifon with their’ Lamentations, that
they were always catching a few Half-
pence, and by this they found means to
%lgfolong' their Mifery. Ope of thefe
‘Wretches {eeing me at the Extremity,
and by confequence incapable of defend-
ing mylelf, came-to me, reproach’d me
with the Death of his Relation, the
Bretaigne, who had indeed taken itin his
Head to die after our Combat, and,be-
gan to ftrike me with ‘his Feet upon my
Face, and ftamp upon my Breaft; I mutt
have been very ill indeed, fince I had
not even Strength .enough to fwear.at
him, ‘

I
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I was fenfible notwithftanding, and I
heard my Cemrades, who found them-
felves too weak to be able to aflift me,
afking one another if there were none
amongft us ftrang enough to rife, and
knock down this Wretch. I.had been
always before jgnorant of what it was to
be patient, and I had a painful Trial of
it during the reft of the Day. I never
in.my Life prayed fo fervently as I did
then ; T.only defired to be reftored to
Health for a.quarter of an FHour, but
the Motive -of my Prayer did net ren-
der it worthy of being granted, neither
was'it.

“Towards Night I refolved to take
fome Nourithment, if 1 may give that
Name to about half an Ounce of Bread
Crumbs fteeped in Water ; this, how-
aver, procured me a Sleep of three or
four Hours, fo that the next Morning I
imagined I had.almoft recovered my
Strength. About Ten o’Clock my E-
nemy, who, I fuppofe, had breakiafted
upen fome Alms that had been given
him, ‘laid down upon the Straw not far
from me, and fell afleep immediately.
I felea-fecrer Joy, and difpafing my&.}f,

with-
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without the leaft Hefitation, to difpatch.
this poor Wretch, who offered himfelf
to my Vengeance, I began to drag my-

felf towards him, rolling along with me

my Bolfter, which was the only Inftru-

ment I could make ufe of to fucceed in

my Defign: When I was clofe to my

Vi&im, I implored inwardly the Affift-

ance of Heaven, as if I was preparing

for the moft worthy Action upon Earth,

not doubting but the ILord would

ftrengthen my Arm, as he had done

that of Fudith’s. But tho’ the Stone

did not weigh above feven or eight

Pounds at moft, yet, when I endeavour-

ed to raife it to knock out the Brains of

my Enemy, it feemed to me as heavy

as the Rock of Sy/iphus.

‘What a Mortification to me, to find my
Expectation thus fruftrated! What, faid
I to myfelf, after having a hundred
Times raifed from the Ground Weights
of two or three hundred Pounds, I can’t
~ now lift up one of feven! O Heaven!
muft my Weaknefs thus betray my Re-
fentment! I was fo touched with this
Thought, and felt my Heart prefled
with {o lively a Senfe of Sorrow, thatl’

could
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could not forbear burfting out into
Tears. It was for the firft Time in my
Life that I had ever fhed any. My
Companions on their Side attentive to
my Actions, having perceived that I
had only made a ufelefs Effort to re-
venge mylelf, could not reftrain theirs.
So moving a Scene furprized the Goaler,
who was then coming in: He afked us
why we were in fuch Affli¢tion ; and
when he had heard the generous Caufe
of my Defpair, for I made no Myftery
of it to him, he told me with a com-
paflionate Air, that he would take Care
of me, for he loved a Man of Cou-
rage.

Matter Piper by this worthy Pity dif-
covered ftill more his inhuman Nature ;
imagining he faw in my Procedure all
the Barbarity and Fiercenefs of his own
Compofition, he could not forbear in-
térefting himfelf for'a Man who feemed
to fympathize fo nearly with him. In
two Hours after, he gave me ftrong
Proofs of it; they brought me from
him a Porringer of Broth out of his
own Pot, with a little Piece of Beef
vpon it, I drank a little of the Broth,

I and
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and fucked in fome of the Meat, after
having given a Share of it to my Com-
rades, of whom there were two who
refufed to eat, that they might be the
fooner, they faid, delivered from:. their
Mifery ; and indeed one of them. ex-
pired the Night following, and the
other was found two Days after choaked
with Earth and Dirt that he had fwal-
lowed.

As to me, given up to the Maxims
of the Savages, which I had been im-
bued with from my Infancy, I hardened
myfelf againft my evil Fate. I breath’d
only Vengeance, and would not have eat
but to enable me to fatisfy that Paffion.
I took an Oath to my unfortunate Pri-
vateers, that I would not leave their
Miferies unpunifhed, protefting to them,
that if I yielded to the Care the Gealer
took of preferving my Life, it was
{olely with a Defire of revenging them.:
An Oath which I kept but too frictly
afterwards, for the Punithment of the
Sins of the firft Englifp that fell into my
Hands. I now implore the Pardon of
Heaven for it; but I muft fay I became -
cruel only by their Example, *Tis well
known,
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known, that before this T always treated
my Prifoners with Humanity.

Though I had ‘drawn upon myfelf
the Compaflion of Mafter Piper, the
Regard he had for me did not go fuch
lengths as to procure me a Cordial, or
any reftorative Aliment; his Generofity
did not extend fo far neither ; and what
he called keeping me well, was only
not letting me die for Hunger. How-
ever, I fhould have been very well fa-
tisfied with him, if he would in regard
to me have carried his Charity fo far as
to affift my Companions; but they had
not had the Happinefs to acquire his
Efteem in fo worthy a Manner. I faw
them all perifh at length one after ano-
ther.

I had more than once remarked, that
thofe- amongft the Prifoners who under-
ftood any Trade, and whom the T.ownf-
men of Kingfale came to fetch in the
Morning and brought back at Night,
after kaving made them work all the
Day, werc the leaft miferable. If they
led a hard and painful Life, they had
the Confolation of eating as much as

Iz . they
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they pleafed'; which, next to Revenge,
I then imagined to be the greateft of
Pleafures. 1 refolved therefore to tell
the firft Artifan who came to demand a
‘Workman, that I was of his Profeffion.
Fortune, which then delighted in per-
fecuting me, made me fall into very bad
Hands. A Gunfmith prefented him-
felf, to whom none of them expreflfed
a Defire to go. He was reckoned a
Brute, who took the Workmen more
for the Pleafure of abufing them, than
to make them work. I was no fooner
in his Houfe, but I perceived that he
was not one of the beft-natured of Mor-
tals: He had a harfh Tone of Voice,
and a moft brutal Look.

He gave me immediately the Barrel
of a Fuzil to file. I fet about it handily
enough for him to find no fault with
me. Indeed I was marvelloufly excited
to Induftry by the Sight of a great Két-
tle that was upon the Fire, in which I
faw a Mixture of Leeks, Onions, Cab-
bages, and Crufts of Bread. All this
made my Mouth water, and infpired
me with an Ardour for my Work. At
length the Time of Eating, that deli-

clous
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cious Time, arrived ; and to raife my
Felicity to the Height, inftead of giv-
ing me my Share only, as I expeéted,
they did me the Honour to fuffer me to
put my Hand into the Kettle, without
forefeeing the Confequences of it ; for
perhaps they might have given me my
Portion, if they had guefs’d at the De-
ftruction I was going to make. How-
ever, the Gunimith, his Wife, and his
Daughter, far from teftifying that they
repented their having left me at liberty
to eat as I pleafed, feemed to be divert-
ed with feeing me devour all that was
in the Kettle. The Daughter of the
Gunfmith, above all aftonithed at my
Appetite, faid to her Father: Certainly
this Man is not made as we are, he muft
be hollow down to his Feet. He has
eat twice as much as we have done, put
it all together. Very true, replied the
Mafter ; and I fuppofe he defigns to
work in Proportion ; otherwife we fhall
not be Friends.

Such was my Defign indeed. I was
too fatisfied with my Entertainment, not
to be induftrious at my Work. I wifh’d
to preferve {o good a Bulinefs, and to

I3 make
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make my Court the better to my Ma-
fter, I would willingly have ftripp’d to
my Shirt if 1 had had one; but I had
long had nething left but a poor wretch:
ed Linnen Waiftcoat, which Modefty
forbid me to throw off. 1 fet to my
Work then very gayly, and for a Quar-
ter of an Hour Things went on very
well. I anly felt my Arms a little more
heavy than they were before Dinner. I
was {o filled with the Repaft I had made,
that I flood in need of a Nap of three
ar four Hours, to put me in a Condi-
tion of working as I ought to have done.
It was with much Trouble that I kept
my Eyes open, Sleep unfortunately ftole
upon me by Surprize. In vain I made all
pofiible Efforts to rouze my Senfes, he
fgr;ead his gentleft Poppies round me,
the File dropp’d out OF my Hands, and
I fell afleep as I ftood.

‘T'he Gunfmith, who obferved me, not
finding his Account in thefe fleepy Fits,
roufed me the firt Time with {o terri-
ble a Voice, that for a Quarter of an
Hour 1 overcame my Inclination to
i; but the God of Sleep had too
ftrongly feized upon his Prey, fo eafily

to
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to abandon it, and I again yielded to
his Power. Then, the Mafter employ-
ing a more efficacious Method to awake
me, applied a moft dreadful Blow with
his File upon my Shoulder-bone, which
wounded me feverely, There needed
no more to diffipate my Sleep entirely,
and roufe my Fury againft the Gun-
fmith ; that Inftant | difcharged fo fierce
a Stroke upon his Head with the Barrel
of the Fuzil that I was filing, that he
ftood in no need of a fecond to fall mo-
tionlefs at my Feet.

As foon as I faw him upon the
Ground and weltering in his Blood, I
left the Houfe, and took my Flight,
without knowing where I thould find
a Refuge ; but 1 did not go far before
I was ftopped by a Crowd of People
that purfied me, and who gave thun:-
felves the Trouble to carry me bac' to
Prifon. 'Whilft they were conduéting
me thither, I recolleted that th_e an—
{mith, when he pefented me to his Wife
in the Morning, had told her th}} a
difcontented Look, that Mafter Piper
did juft what he pleafed ; and that this

My, Goaler would fend five or fix Work-
’ I men
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men to fome Tradefmen, whillt he

would grant but one to another, and

that with an Ill-will. Upon this I laid

the Plan of the moft audacious Strata-

gem. I had the Affurance to tell Ma-

fter Piper, that it was upon his Account -
I quarrelled with the Gunfmith, and

that this wretched Mechanic had faid a

thoufand impertinent Things to me of
him, which I could not bear.

- Our haughty Keeper took Fire upon
this falfe Report, and forbid me to be
laid in Irons, faying openly, that the
Gunfmith had- been treated as he-de-
ferved. When I faw that the Goaler
gave credit frankly to what I had faid
to him, I began to give him a Detail
of the infolent Difcourfes this Artifan
had held about him, and the Anfwers I
had made him. But not finding him-
felf poffefled of fo much Patience as the
Length of my Recital exa®ed from
him, or elfe fearing to hear fomething
tco near the Truth, he impofed Silence
upon meé: *Tis enough my Friend,
faid he to me, I am fatisfied with thee:
I fhall acknowledge the Zeal thou haift
fhewn for me by punifhing a perfidious

Neighbour,
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Neighbour, whom in a proper Time
and Place I fhall make repent of it.

The Effets of his Gratitude follow-
ed his Promifes very foon, and to re-
compence me for having fo couragioufly
taken his Part, or rather for my happy
Faculty of Lying, he gave me a good
Soldier’s Coat, made me eat alone, and
doubled my Portion. Befides this, he
permitted me to walk when I would in
the Court of the Prifon. This Tafte
of Liberty foon infpired me with a vio-
lent Defire of procuring it more fully,
and I was not long in fearching the:
Means of it. There was againft. the
Wall a long Pole, upon which the Sol-
diers fometimes hung their Linnen to
dry. I had need of no other Ladder to
fcale the Walls, and it ferved me ftill
more commodioufly to defcend into the
Street. After which I left the Town
with all imaginable Expedition.

Tt was in this Manner that one Moon-
light Night I left the Prifon of King-
Jale. ¢ T marched till it was Day-light
acrofsthe Lands, ftill bending my Courfe

towards the North, according to the
Is; Defign
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_Defign I had formed of repairing to
Cork, from whence I was not ignorant
that Veflels often departed for America.

At Sun-rife I got into a Wooed, where
I refted myfelf till it was Noon. I left
there the Soldiers Coat that Mafler Piper
had fo generoufly made me a Prefent
of, and was a little mortified to lofeit
thus ; but after having confidered that
it might make me known, I made a Sa-
.crifice of it to my Safety. I began my
Journey again, and never ftopped du-
-¥ing the remainder of the Day.

The Fear of falling into the Hands
of the Conftables, hindered me from
.following the High-roads, which occa-
fioned my going fix times the Way
I needed to have done, if I had had
nothing to fear. At NightI fupp’d an
fome Cabbages, that I had picked up as
I paffed by a Garden. I eat the Infides
of them, and made a Bed of the largeft
TLeaves. Such unwholefome Nourith-
ment, and the Fatigues of fo long a
March, rendered me fo weak, that the
.third Day, not being able to walk any
longer, I was obliged to lay down in a
Meadow, which ferved me for two Ules,
to
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to reft me, and for my Subfiftance.
‘But indeed my Stomach, unufed to fuch
Meat, foon difcharged it ; and I remain-
ed with an Inanition which muft have
been infallibly followed by Death, if a
charitable old Man, advertifed by fome
Children who had feen me eating Grafs,
had not come to affift me with two other
Perfons, who conveyed me to a neigh-
bouring Village.

They laid me at firft upon fome Straw
in a Barn, where a Man of a very un-
common Stature, who feemed to me
only to be a Domeftick, drew near to
me. He queftioned me upon my Re-
ligion, and being convinced by my An-
fwers that I was a Catholick, he imme-
diately made them carry me into a little
Chamber, where having repaired as {foon
as they had put me into Bed, he ap-
peared to intereit himfelt in my Pres
fexrvation. The firft thing that they did,
was to clear me, by a ftrong Emetick, of
all the Herbs that I had eat. This Re-
medy, though a very falutary one, ex-
haufted the little Strength I had left,
and 1 remained motionlefs for a Quar-

ter‘of an Hour. The tall Man believ-

ing
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ing that I was going to expire, ordered
all who were in the Chamber to with-
draw, then coming clofe to my Far, he
told me, with a loud Voice, to implore
the Pardon of God, which I did men-
tally, not being able to pronounce one
Word ; I heard that he gave me the
Abfolution, after which he retired.

Upon his Retreat, feveral other Per-
fons came in with Milk, of which, by
tormentinig me, they forced me to fwal-
low fome Drops : This being done, they
thought proper to leave me to take fome
Reft, and certainly by that they faved
my Life; for I fell into a profound Sleep,
which lafted five or fix Hours without
Interruption, and the next Day I found
myfelf out of Danger: I expected then
to have feen again the tall Man that I
have fpoke of, but he never appeared
.again. I judged that it was fome Prieft
concealed in the Family or the Neigh-
bourhood : Nay;- T do not yet know
whether it was not a Bifhop, who, like
thofe of the Primitive Church, had no
Train nor Equipage, but his good
Works, and his Virtues. 'What makes
me imagine it was a Prelate was, that

after
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after he had abfolved me, and exhorted
me to offer my Sufferings to the Lord,
if I am not miftaken, he gave his Blef-
fing to the Hoft, who was alone in the
Chamber with us, and who fell upon his
Knees to receive it. I fay, if I was not
‘miftaken, forin the Condition I was then
in, T could fcarce depend upon the Tef-
timony of my Eyes.

After fome Days, I felt myfelf per-
feétly recovered ; then the good Peo-
ple, to whom I ow’d this Obligation, to
compleat generoufly the fulfilling all the
Duties of Hofpitality, put me into the
Road to Cork, with fix Shillings, a good
Suit of Cloaths, two new Shirts, and a
little Bag, in"*which there was much
more ‘Bread and Salt Beef than I could
ufe before I came to my Journey’s End,
fince I had but four Miles to go.

I was too unfortunate to be able to
preferve all this any Time; I had not
walked three Quarters of an Hour before
I met two Conftables. They would
perhaps have let me pafs by, without
faying any thing to me, if the Dread of
returning to Prifon had not made me

quit
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quit the high Road, and run towards a
Wood, which was at a {mall Diftance
from it. By this I rendered myfelf fuf-
pected ; they judging that I fled from
them, and that it was not certainly with-
out a Reafon: They foon overtook me,
and fummoned me to yicld to them
without Refiftance. If I had had equal
Arms, I fhould eafily have put them to
Flight, or conftrained them to afk for
Quarter ; I endeavoured to defend my-
felf, however, as much difarmed as I
was, but I got nothing by it but Blows.
They were the ftrongeft Party. They
carried me to the Houfe of a Peafant,
where they tied my Hands and Feet,
and gave me in Charge to the Mafter of
the Family, till their Return from an
Expedition they were upon. They re-
commended to him to watch carefully
over me, under Pain of being impri-
foned for me, affuring him, on the con-
trary, that he fhould be well paid for
his Trouble, if he did not let me efeape.
They even promifed him all my Spoils,
the better to engage him to keep me
fecurely. '

Fhe
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The Countryman was enchanted with
this Promife, and looking upon m
Cloaths as a Treafure that already be-
longed to him, he took the Precaution,
left I fhould fpoil them in the Night, to
ftrip me of them before-hand, and pus
me on an old ragged Suit of his, To
this effe, he, with four or five others,
began to a& the Parts of my Valess de
Chambre, he untied my Hands, and
made this Exchange even to my Shirt
included. I fuffered all with admirable
Patience; and my Goaler was fo fatis-
fied with my Dacility, that he liften’d
to the Prayers I made him, not to tie
e fo very ftraitly, that I might be able
to lay down and fleep. When I.had
fupped upon the Provifions I had in my
Knapfack, I -threw myfelf upon fome
Straw, where, out of Curiofity fearch-
ing in the Pockets of the ragged Habit
they had put me on, what was my:
Tranfport at finding there a Kbnife,
which they had not been fo careful as to
remember. I foon knew what Ufe 1
could make of it ; it ferved me very rea-
dily to cut the Cords with which I was
tied, and as foon as I had Reafon to
think that the Peafant and his Family

wCre
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were afleep, I went foftly out of the
Houfe, fully fatisfied at coming off with
the Lofs of my Cloaths.

T again took the Road to Cork, where
I arrived early in the Morning ; but not
chufing to enter the Town in the Equi-
page that thefe Peafants had put me in,
I paffed the Night at the Port, which I
examined with great Attention. I re-
marked feveral Sloops that it would have
been eafy for me to have carried off, if
I had had Companions, but I did not
pretend to undertake fuch an Enter-
prize alone. When 1 faw the Night
approach, I retired to a kind of Farm,
at the End of the Suburbs. I fought
for a Place there where I might fleep
under Covert, and conceal myfelf. I
perceived a little Stable open, at a Dif-
tance from any Houfe, and 1 went into
it foftly.

I had fcarce fet my Foot in it, before

I heard two Animals grunt, as if to ad-
vertife me that the Place was taken, If
I had had to deal with reafonable Crea-
tures, I thould have employed Prayers
and Civility, to obtain a fmall Share of,
theip
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their Lodging ; but finding myfelf un-
der a Neceffity of placing myfelf with-
out their Permiffion, I advanced towards
them, taking care, as much as poffible, not
to incommode them ; however, with all
my Complaifance, I had the Misfortune
to tread upon one of their Legs, and
the Pain that he felt made him rife in a
Paffion to go out. I immediately feiz-
ed upon his Place, and did not reftore it
to him when he returned, after having
ftaid a Quarter of an Hour at the Door;
-neverthelefs he ftretched himfelf by me,
after which we were very quiet, and
continued good Friends for the reft of
the Night.

I paffed the following Night in the
fame Lodging, but as I had eat nothing
fince my leaving the Peafant’s, Hunger
began once more to affeét me; in vain,
for to refreth myfelf, I drank abundant-
ly of a fine clear Stream, that run about
twenty Paces from the Farm ; this only

"appeafed my Stomach for a Moment.
At length, unable to fupport this any
longer, on the third Day I came out
.of my Retreat, to fee if any one would

offer me a Morfel of Bread. I walked
a
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2 confiderable Time upon the Port,where,
notwithftanding the dreadful Hunger that
torment#d me, 1 took aPleafure in con:
- {idering the Vefels that prefented them-
felves to my View; and I did not fee
enc under Sail, without reprefenting to
myfelf what I would do if it was mine,
I had an Air that infpired Compaffion,
and I perceived plainly, by the manner
in which feveral People looked upon
me, that they would willingly have giv-
en me an Alms, if I could have brought
myfelf to demand it of them, but that
my Haughtinefs abfolutely prevented
me from {ubmitting to. [ was not,
however, any longer the Mafter of my
felf, when a Maid-Servant came and
threw out, almoft at my Feet, a Bafket-
full of the Refufe of the Kitchen, amon
which I remarked fome Remains of
Roots and Cabbages, that tempted me
to fuch a Degree, that I feized upon
them with the moft exceflive Greedinefs.

Two Quakers, who by Chance paffed
by me at that Moment, “were Witneffes
of this Action, and penetrated with the
Mifery to which they were fenfible I muft
be reduced, and willing to accommeodate

them-
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themfelves to the Shame which prevent-
ed me from holding out my Hands to
the Paflfengers, they each of thém threw
me a Shilling, without ftopping to fpeak
to me, left it fhould give me Pain. I
made them a low Bow, and gathered
up this Charity, with which I went into
a poor Eating-Houfe, where I made
myfelf amends for my long Faft ; after
fhis, retiring to the Farm, 1 regained
my Stable.

I did not pafs this Night in {fo much
Tranquility as I had done the preced-
ing, the enormous Repaft which I had
indulged myfelf in banifhed all Peace
and Cancord ; forin a few Hoursafter I
was laid down; a burning Fever feized
upon my Blood, and threw me into a
Delirium. Contrary to the Laws of
Hofpitality, I began to fight and ftrike
my two Hofts, crying out, asif 1 had
been in a Battle with my Savages againft
the Englifp. My Reafon fometimes re-
turned, and whillt that affifted me .I
kept Silence; but as foon as ever 1t
forfook me, 1 began again to cry out
and ftruggle. 1 fuppofe I went on thus
for the whole Night, and durng n;_y
eli-
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Delirium feveral Things happened_ that
I had no Knowledge of: All that T can
fay is, that in the Morning, when I re-
covered the Ufe of my Senfes, I was
not a little aftonithed to find myfelf in
the midft of a Dozen Women, who
faid to one another, The Man’s a dying !
The Man’s a dying !

/

From the Stable I had been conveyed
to a Chamber tollerably furnithed, and
put into a very good Bed. I learn’d
that I owed this charitable Affiftance to
an Englifh Lady, the Widow of Mr.
Eckfon, an Officer of Cork, who had been
killed in the laft Campaign. This La-
dy had been educated at London by a
French Woman, who had infpired her
with a Kindnefs and Benevolence for
the French, of which fhe then gave me
a Proof. She affured me, that with her
I was in perfect Safety, and promifedto
procure me a Paflage over into France,
as foon as my Health was thoroughly
re-eftablithed, and,. at the fame Time,
furnithed me with Linnen and with
Cloaths. This charitable Lady might
beftow all thefe Favours upon me with
Impunity ; my Figure preferved her

Cha-
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Character from the leaft Imputation of

Scandal ; 1 was fo filthy, {o pale, fo

meagre, and fo hideous, that I had more

;\};Ie Look of a Spe€tre than that of a
an.

I remained above two Months with
Mrs. Eckfon, who, to avoid the Re-
proaches of a Nation fo much at En-
mity with our’s, made me pafs for a Re-
lation of the French Woman who had
brought her up. During that Time I
recovered my Health intirely. Then
my generous Hoftefs, who was fenfible
that, notwithftanding the Intereft the
took in my Fate, I thould never enjoy
a perfe¢t Tranquility of Mind whilft I
was in Ireland, was the firft to fearch an
Occafion of conveying me from thence.
She put me on board a Ship bound to
Jamaica, the Captain of which engaged
himfelf to fet me athore in Hifpaniola,
where, as I faid, I had an agreeable
Eftablifhment.

I took care upon the Voyage, not to
tell the Englifb who I was, and upon
what Defign I went to the Antilles.  If
the Captain had known me, notwith-
: ftanding
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ftanding the Promife he had given to
Mrs. Eckfon, he would have fent me to
the Bottom of the Sea, to finith a
Life there, which I only preferved to
make the moft cruel War againft his
Nation. When they made the Cape
Tihuron, as they ufually do in going
from Euroge to Jamaica, he put me in-
to the Sleop, and ordered me to be fet
athore. From thence going from one
Plantation to another, I reached at length:
to Perit Goave, where Monfieur dJe
Choifenil was extremely farprized to fee
me again.,

He could not, without fhivering with
Indignation, hear the Recital I made
kim of the rigorous Treatment I had re-
ceived at Famaica, and in freland. 1
painted it to him in fuch lively Colours,
that he applauded the Impatience I tefti-
fied, to revenge myfelf and all the un-
happy Wretches who had perifhed in this
long and cruel Slavery.  Whilft T was
in this pious Difpofition, he gave me a
Veflel, called the Brave, and for Affo-
ciates ninety Men, whom he found
means to affemble in lefs than a Mont-hé,

and.
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and whe were all highly proper to fe-
cend my Intentions.

I foon put to Sea with thefe Compa-
nians. It was now above two Years
fince I had had a Cutlafs at my Side; I
burn’d with Impatience to make a Trial
upen the Englifh, whether I ftill knew
how to make ufe of it. Inftead of wait-
ing for an Opportunity, which might
have made me languifh for fome Time,
I went in fearch of one upon the Coafts
of Famaica, cruizing audacioufly within

Sight of their Ports.

The firft Veflel that we met, which
was deftined to. bear all the Weight of
our Vengeance and Fury, had only
eighteen Guns, and a hundred and thirty
Men, = The Captain who commanded
it was a fly, one-ey’d, old Sailor, who
had already had to do with the Priva-
teers. As foon as he faw that we were
{6, and that we difpofed curfelves to at-
tack him, far from endeavounng to
make a Chace, he feemed to defign to
make Head agpinft us, or at leaft to
parley with us. In effedt, he fent his
‘Sloop to propofe, that we fhould. both

con-
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continue our different Routes. He told
us, he believed we could neither of us do
better ; that he was very fenfible there
was nothing to be got with us; and
that if we would detach two Men to
come on board him, he would let them
fee, that he carried nothing that was
worth fo much as the Powder that we
fhould lofe by him, as, unfortunately
for him, he had miffed of his Loading:
In a word, that there was nothing but
Blows to be got on either Side.

The one-ey’d Captain faid the Truth;
we did not at all doubt of it, and it
would have been Prudence not to come
to Action with him; but we were in
Search of the Englifh, and we defired to
meet them more to ufe them ill than to
carry off their Riches. The “Captain
having found, by our Anfwer, that
we rejetted his Propofition, as reafon-
able as it was, made us fully fenfible
that Fear had had no Share init. He
bore up to us courageoufly, and did
not refufe the Boarding; yet it fuc-
ceeded ill with him, for he was obliged
to {trike, after an Engagement of a quar-
ter of an Hour, Wl

Our
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Our Prize, in effet, juftified what the
Captain had faid of it; itappear’d fo poor
to us, that we blew it up, after having fet a-
fhore what remain’d of the Company ; and
having given thofe unhappy Wretches a
Treatment, that the Remembrance of
that which the French had fuffered in
the Prifons of Kingfale, could fcarce ren-
der excufable. I only leave you your
Lives, faid I to them, that you may in-
form your Correfpondents in Ireland,
that T fhall treat in this manner all the
Englifb that fall into my Hands, dll I
have revenged, at leaft Man for Man,
fifteen hundred French Prifoners, whom
they forced to perith miferably in the
Prifons of Kingfale. Let them recollect
the Chevallier Bezuchene, added I; they
know the Name ; this is only a Prelude
to what they muft expect from me.

We made off with the greateft Dif-
patch from the Coafts of Famaica, not
doubting but the Ships that were ftation-
ed there would foon come in Search of
us upon that Sea, We held a Council,
and it was refolved that we would go to
cruize near the Canaries, where we might,
befide the Englifh, meet with fome Por-

Vou. L. K tuguefe
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tuguefeV eflels,which feldom return’d that
Way, itwas faid, without a large Quan-
tity of Gold-Duft from the Coaft of
Africa.

This Run was very fatiguing to us,
and the contrary Winds made us employ
fo much Time in it, that as {foon almott
as we arrived we were obliged to put in
for' Refrefhment at the Canaries. We
defigned to have refted ourfelves at thefe
Iflands, till about a Dozen of our Bre-
thren, who were then ill, fhould be tho-
roughly recover’d ; but there were in the
Town of Canary, as well as in that of
St. Domingo, Ladies, who, not hating
the French, had foon acquired us the
Averfion of the Spawmiards. We per-
ceived at firft, that we muft be more
referved there than in America, and ufe
greater Circumfpeftion, as Juftice was
very rigoroufly obeyed in the Place, and
they had not the fame Refpect for the
Name of Privateer that they had in the
«ntilles.  'The Governor himfelf feem’d
to affet not to ufe us with all the Re-
gard that we imagined he ought to have
done.

He
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- He thewed fo little Complaifance to
us, that he concern’d himfelf as if it had
been his own Quarrel, in a little Difpute
we had with fome of the Citizens, and
which occafioned our leaving the Place
fooner than we had defigned. The De-
tail of the Affair was this: Several of the
Citizens took upon them one Day to
pretend to vifit our Veflel, in order to
fearch for two young Women, who moft
certainly were not there, and who fee-
ing that all the Harm that paffed in the
Town was placed to our Account, I pre-
fune, had made ufe of the Opportunity
to get themfelves carried off by their
Lovers. We declared to the Citizens,
that we had neither Maid nor Wife
on board, and that they muft be fatisfi-
ed with our Declaration. The Citizens
wernit and made their Complaints of us
to the Governor, who deliver’d them an
Order for us to let them enter into our
Veflel, and fearch it thoroughly. They
came to the Number of above a hundred
to prefent this Order to us, which we def--
pifed inftead of refpecting. Upon this the
Citizens, thinking to intimidate us, be-
gan to talk of Prifons, Dungeons, and
Irons, which we no fooner heard, but

K2 we



196 - The Adventures of-

we threw ourfelves upon thefe bullying
Gentlemen, who at firft feemed to put
themfelves in a Pofture of Defence ; we
laid about a Dozen of them dead upon
the Spot, and the reft took their Flight.
Then, without Lofs of Time, we weigh-
ed Ancher directly, highly fatisfied with
having demolifhed the Citizens.

We were fcarce got off to Sea, be-
fore we perceived with Sorrow that three
of our Companions were wanting. We
were certain they were not killed in the
Engagement, {ince none of our Party
had been fo much as wounded ; there-
fore we were perfwaded they were in
the Town. To recover them again with
2 high Hand, we cruized upon the
Coafts of the Ifland, and about a League
from the Port meeting with a large Spa-
nifb Bark, who not imagining fhe had
any Reafon to diftruft us, fuffered usto
board her, and we foon made ourfelves
Mafters of her. We brought her in
Tow within Sight of Canary; and we
fent two Spaniards in our Sloop to.tell
the Governor, that if he did not fend
us back our three Privateers upon the
Spot, we would fet fire to our Prize

before
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before his Eyes, and blow her up with
the threefcore Men in her that com:
pofed her Crew. The Reprifal neither
fuiting with the Governor, nor the Spa-
niards, they reftored our three Brethren
to us, who themfeives brought back our
Sloop.

We coafted for fome Time upon the
Shore of Africa, from whence we went
to Senegall, and tfrom thence to the Fort
of Goeree. We cruized after this along
the Grain Coaft, where, whilft we took
in Woed and Water, fome Negroes
‘made us underftand that there was a
large Englifb Ship in the Kaver Gam-
bia. The Natives of this Couil hate
the Englih. Monlieur de Gennes found
it fo in the Year one thoufand fix hun-
dred and ninety-five, when hc took trom
them in this River the Ifland and Fort
of St. Fames, which he blew up, atter
having carried off above eighty Picces
of Cannon, and a large Quantity of
Merchandize. We went up the River
as far as the Little Ifland of Dogs, where
we found the Veflel we were in fearch
of. ‘She made a long and noble Re-

fiftance,
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fiftance, though the had but fixteen Guns
and fixty Men.

“There was on board of this Veflel two
French Prifoners, who told us they. had
been dragged from Ocean to Ocean for
{everal Years, to force them to redeem
themfelves by an exorbitant Ranfom
that was demanded of them, and which
they were not in a Situation to pay.
They had been taken in endeavouring
to return into France from Canada, where
cne of them had retired to avoid the
Confequences of a Duel, and the other
. to {earch for and bring back into France,
by Order of the Minifter, a Woman,
whofe Death had render’d his Attempt
fruitlefs.

I queftioned this laft extremely, and
the more I confidered him, the more I
thought he was not unknown to me.
Montreal, Chambly, Sorel, Frontenac,
he knew all thofe Places. I defired him
to inform me of his Name, and he told
he was called the Count de Monneville.
This Name deftroyed all my Ideas, but
I recollected them again the next Day in
Converfation with him; our Difcourfe

gave
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gave Occafion to a Knowledge of each
other, that afforded us both an equal Plea-
fure.  As we were fpeaking of the Ex-
pedition of Monfieur de Frontenac againft
the Iroquefe, 1 told him that I was my-
felf at that Time amongft thofe Savages,
and that I was taken Prifoner, and
brought back to my Parents, by an Of-
ficer, called Le Gendre.

At the Name of Le Gendre, he inter-
rupted me, and looking upon me with
more Attention than he had done before,
It was I then, cried he, who did you
that Service, for that was the Name
which I then bore. Can jt be poffible,
added he, that you was one of thofe
Children whom I carried off from the
Iroguefe? No, certainly, replied I, but
you fee in me the young Man, who
foolithly a&ting the Iroguefe, tho’ a (s-
nadian, had very near forfeited his Lite
for the ridiculous Defire of paffing in
earneft for a Savage. Therefore, I have
done more for you now, continued I
fmiling, than youdid for me then, fince I
deliver you from the Hands of a Nation
that you deteft ; and, on the contrary,
you -carried me off from a Country that

K4
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I love, and for which I refolved to die.
I own that 1 am ftill indebted to you,
refumed he, and I hope that you will
put me under a Neceffity of owing you
ftill more. I defired him to explain
himfelf more clearly, and he affured me,
that, except from the Pleafure of meet-
ing me again, the Liberty I had reftor’d
would have no Charms for him, whilit
ke enjoyed it out of France.

I protefted to him, that I did not
think of ubliging him by halves ; thatI
would do all that depended upon me to
find an Opportunity of fending him
back to his own Country ; and that it
was the leaft Proof he might expect
from the Gratitude I had for all the ge-
nerous Treatment which I received from
him, when he might have ufed me like
a Slave. The Friendthip, which from
that Moment we renewed with each
other, in a few Days became {o ftrong,
that we began to live together like two
Brothers, who loved cach other tender-
ly. We received him as a Privateer,
together with the Gentleman who was
with him; and, without having a Re-
gard to the Date of their Reception, we

fhared
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fhared the Booty equally with them,
though they were themielves a Part
of it.

Monneville had a gay, lively Wi,
full of Repartee, which made his Cun-
verfation highly entertaining,  The Joy
of fecing himfelf at Liberty, and the
Hopes of returning foon again into his
native Country, where, he faid, he had
a fine Seat, and an Eftate of a confider-
able Revenue, madc Lim recover all the
Gaiety that I had feen him with in Ca-
nada. He amufed us fo agrecably eve-
ry Day, by the Hiftories he related to
us, that we were continually furround-
ing him, and were as attentive to hcar-
ken to him, as the Populace when
they are liflening to the Difcourfe of a
Quack Orator.

One Day, when he was melancholly
and thoughtful, contrary to his ufual
Cuftom, I faid to him, Monficur, the
Count, you are no longer with us; you
are thinking inceflantly of  your Return
into France; you count all the Moments
whiltt it is delayed. Do not think that
a Crime .in me, replied he fighing. I

Ks had
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had formied a happy Union in my own
Country, which 1 had fcarce taflted the
Sweets of, when an abfolute Command
obliged me to return into Canada, and
from thence I fell into thofe Chains which
you have broke.  You ought to pardon
me the Impaticnce I have to go and dry
up the Tears of a Mother, and of a
Wife, who arc both infinitely dear to
me,

ITe was almoft in Tears as he pro-
nounced thefe laft Words, and as there
was not a Privateer but had conceiv’d an
Affe@ion for him, we were all fenfible
of his Griefy not to irritate it, we left
him to refle¢t at Lcifure upon the Re-
membrance of his I‘amily, yet we had
all a Curiofity to hcar the Recital of his
Adventures, and I'in particular. ‘There-
fore, the next Day, fcecing he had reco-
vered his ufual Humour, we conjured
him to relate to us the Hiftory of his
Lite. Gentlemen, faid he to us, you
demand a Detail of me, which will prove
a very long one ; you will certainﬁy re-
g_cnt of your Curiofity, if I have the In-

ifcretion to fatisfy it.
The
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The more Monneville excufed himfelf
from fatistying our Defires, the more we
prefled him not to refufe us that Plea-
furec.  All my Companions and myfclf
perfifted fo obftinately in our Entreatics,
that he at length yiclded to our Requett.
‘The Privateers f)tl)rmcd a Circle round
him upon the Ship, and he began his
Hiftory as it is wrote in the following
Book.

The End of the Seconp Book.

THE
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Monneville relates the myfierious Hiftory
of bis Birth. He is brought up till
the Age of twelve under the Difguife
of a Girl in the Caftle of the Baron du
Mefnil, with Lucilia the fole Heiryr
of that Nobleman. A Financer, de-
ceived by the Drefs of Monneville,
carries bim to Paris, under the Pretext
of placing bim with a Lady in quality
of ber Woman ;, but baving other Views

upon this falfe Peafant, be places ber
in



206  The dventures of

in a Convent as a Penfioner, fpares
nothing for ber Iducation, and at
lengih propofes to marry ber. Monnc-
ville, to aveid LisImpertunitics, fearches
and at lengh finds Means to leave the
Convent.  He puts on the Habit of a
Cavalicr, makes a Conqueft of an e
trefs, and becomes Clerk to a great
Man in the Revenues, who endeavours
1o marry bim to his Daughter by force.
Monncville refufes to confent to it.
Upon bis Refufal be is arrefled, con-
veyed 1o Prifon, and the next Day fent
to Canada,

:;',;f“;f'“:ﬁ?\ﬁgfﬁ N one thoufand fix hundred
O i#=%¢) and fixty-feven, after the
&4 84§ Death of Philip the IVth,
Tl ] King of Spain, Louis the
L‘L-C—-\-J XIVth,refolving todo him-
felf Juftice, and maintain the Rights he
had by the Queen, Maria Therefa of
Auftria, his Confort, over feveral Do-
mains in the Low Countries, put him-
felf at the Head of his Troops, and
marched into Flanders with a moft fhin-
ing Army.

The
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The Count de Muanccille, who hal
diltinguithed himfelfin the tormer Wars
would not fail of att-nding that Mo-
narch, and was accompanicd by his twe
Sons, who had juft finithed their Fxer-
cifes at Paris, the eldett being feven-
teen, and the other only fixteen Years
old. He withed that hghting by his
Side in a Company of IHorfe which he
commanded, they mighe fee, that if
the French NoblefJe always perform Pro-
digics of Valour, they are ftill more in-
vincible when thcy combat under the
Eye of their Sovercign.

The Siege of Charleroy was the open-
ing of the Campaign, and our two young
Volunteers had the Happincis to figna-
lize themfelves by fome Actions of Va-
lour, which Monfieur de Turenne himfelf
did not difdain to honour with his
Praife. He did more, he told the Count
obligingly, that he ought to moderate
their Ardour, ’till Experience had in-
formed them that there was more requi-
fite to form an.Officer befides Fire and
Impetuafity.

Dousy,
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Douay, Tournay, Lifle and Ondenarde,
thefe Citics all fubcured in the fame Cam-
paign, made the Treaty of Triple Al-
liance publitk, which was concluded be-
tween England, Holland and Sweden,
The Count, who obferved his two Sons
during all thefe Sicges, perceived with
Plcafure that they were born for the
Ficld, and forgetting the Counfcl of
Monficur de Turenne, he procurcd them
every Occafion of inflruéting themfclves
in Danger. Ide every Day put their
Courage to the Teft, without confider-
ing that they were too young, and too
dclicate to fuppore, unhure, all the Fa-
tigues to which lic expofcd them, This
cxhaufted their Strength to fuch a De-
gree, that they fell ill, and were unable
to mount on Horfeback.

Their Father fceing the Neceffity they
were under of Repofe, obliged them to
quit the Army; and fent them to his
Eftate, where he propofed foon to re-
Join thcm, and to pafs with them great
Part of the Winter Quarter. He flat-
tered himfelf with a deceitful Hope :
He did not confider that he ferved un-
der a King who made no Diftin&ions

of
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of Seafons where Glory was concerned.
Louis marched towards Franch-Comte
in the Depth of Winter, and in a finall
Time made a Conqueft of that Pro-
vince ; but the Siege of Do/ proved fa-
tal to feveral Officers of Diftin&tion, and
amongft the reft to the Count de Mon-
neville, who received a Mufquet-thot,
of which he died.

“Whilft the Father expired before Dol,
his eldeft Son was drawing near his End
at his Eftate: A languithing Diforder
accompanied by continual Pains, that
were occafioned by an ill-cured Wound,
carried him off in a {mall Time, not-
withftanding all the Remedies the Che-
valier his Brother could procure for his
Recovery. The Chevalier, who had
the fincereft Friendthip for him, was
ftill more aficted for his Lofs, when
he learned the unhappy Fate of his Fa-
ther. This News raifed his Sorrow to
the Height. Though by lofing thefe
two Objeéts that were fo dear to him
he was become the Mafter of his own
Fortune, which indeed was not very
confiderable, he could not comfort him-

felf for thefe two fatal Events; retired
within
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within his Houfe he lived fo dejetted a
Life, that he muft have killed himfelf
with his "Chagrin, if the Marquifs Je
Ganderon, his Neighbour, had abandon-
ed him to his Melancholly ;.but that
humane Nobleman, in order to diffipate
it, drew him to his Seat almoft every
Day, and detained him there as long
as he could poffibly, by Amufements
which infenfibly moderated his Afflic-
tion. '

The Marquifs had a Daughter of
about Thirteen, an only Child, extreme-
ly handfome, and who was to be one
of the richeft Heirefes in the Province.
He loved her tenderly, and educated
her with the Care of a Governor as well
as that of a Father : Hiftory facred and
profane, Fable, Geography, Heraldry,
every thing that could contribute to ren-
der a Perfon accomplithed, he taught
her himfelf, as he was highly capable
of doing. In a word, his whole Bu-
finefs was her Education. My Child,
faild he to her often, cultivate your
Mind whilft you are young, and ac-
quire thofe Talents that may make you
sefpetted and beloved in the World

Riches
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Riches alone can never render you hap-
py; and if they could, confider that
their Pofleflion 1s not more folid than
that of Beauty. Thofe two Advantages
are of very uncertain Duration. Nothing
is a real Merit but what Fortune cannot
difpofiefs you of. A wvirtuous Heart,
a well cultivated Mind, thefe are the
only Bleflings that are Proof againit all
Time and Chance.

As to Madam de Ganderon, the oc-
cupied herfelf entirely with the Detail
of her Domeftick Affairs, trufting to
her Hufband for the Care of forming
the Manners of her Daughter. This
young Lady fo often heard them both
pity the Deitiny of the Chevalier, now
by the Death of his Brother become the
Count, that fhe alfo took a great Inte-
reft in his Misfortunes. She faw him
every Day ; and the more Regard fhe
perceived her Parents to exprefs for
him, the more fhe thought herfelf ob-
liged to contribute her Share towards his
Confolation. She withed to follow the

good Examples that were given her,

Fdr
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For two Years the imagined fhe had
only the fame Compaffion for the young
Count as pofleffed her Father and the
Marchionefs, who treating him as if he
had been their own Son, difpofed her
inadvertently to chufe him for her Lover,
On the other hand, the extreme Referve
of the Count’s Behaviour to her procur-
ing him a Liberty of feeing her familiar-
ly, by Degrees, without knowing his
Danger, he became deeply in Love with
her; but however ardent the Paflion was
which he felt for Mademoifelle de Gan-
deron, he had for a confiderable Time
the Strength to condemn it to Silence,
left by declaring it, he fhould difpleafe
the Marquifs and the Marchionefs, when

an unforefeen Conjunéture forced his Se-
cret from him.

Madame de Ganderon one Day took
her Daughter in private, and told her,
that a Prefident, who had a large Eftate
joining to Ganderon, had demanded her
in Marriage for his eldeft Son, and had ob-
tain’d her of her Father ; but that it was
agreed, upon Account of theYouth of the
future Bride, that the Marriage thould not
be celebrated in two Years, at the Expi-

ration
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ration of which Time, the intended
Bridegroom was to cuter into a hand-
fome Poft. Mademoifelle de Ganderon,
more furprized than charmed with this
News, not knowing what Anfwer to
make, returned Thanks to her Mother
for the Claufe of two (cars Delay, which
fhe told her, was at her Defire, and
withdrew into the Garden, very uneafy,
and very thoughtful. She had no
Knowledge of the Son of the Pre-
fident, and fhe wifhed he might re-
femble the young Count. Upon this
fhe began to plunge herfelf into a
thoufand Refle€tions, that diftracted her,
without her being able to penetrate the
Caufe of them, when AMonneville came
up to her.

She felt an Emotion of Joy when the
remarked that her Mother, who follow-
ed him, had ftopped to give fome Or-
ders, and making ufe of the Opportuity,
the informed him, in few Words, of the
projeted Marriage; and then, without
giving him Time to pronounce a Word,
fhe afked him, with an Air of Vivacity,
if, when fhe was no longer in the Caftle
of Ganderon, he would ftill come there

every
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every Day, and whether he fhould not
fometimes with to fee her there. The
Count, tranfported with Pleafure, told
her, prefling her Hand with Tendernefs,
that he loved her too much to furvive
her Lofs one Moment.

I know not whether the Marchionefs,
who then came to interrupt their Con-
verfation, did not do them a good Office
in ity for after having fo abruptly made
a mutual Declaration of their fecret Senti-
ments,they remain’d both fpeechlefs; they
foon, however, recovered themfelves, and
if they were prevented from continuing
their Converfation in Words, they gave:
each other in return fuch tender and
paffionate Glances, that they had Rea-
fon to be. fatisfied with the Day, tho’
thofe that followed paffed ftill more
agreeably. Lovers, when once they
have dared to fay, I love, infenfibly ad-
vance much farther than they imagine.
They refemble People who are paffing
over the Sea, and who find themfelves
at the End of their Voyage, without fo
much as perceiving that they have chan-
ged their Place. The Count and his
Miftrefs lived in a moft perfe@ Inteliz

gence ;
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gence ; they pafied their Days together
in fuch Tranquility, that the Time of
their Separation drew near before they
once had thought of it.

©One Morning, when that Count came
as wfual to dine with the Marquifs, he
found fo numerous a Company, that he
chofe rather to return home, than to fit
down at Table with fo many People,
moft of whom were unknown to him.
He knew net what Company he avoid-
ed; it was the Family of his Rival, who
came to conclude the Marriage propofed.

Mademoifelle de Ganderon, who had
not before feen the Hufband that was
deftined for her, was not enchanted with
his Figure. It was not indeed neceffary
that fhe fhould be prejudicad in Favour
of another, to remark that the Son of
the Prefident was no very agreeable Ob-
je.  Imagine to yourfclves, a long,
fimvple-looking Scholar, mounted upon
two Legs, as long and as fmall as Stlts.
His Mind anfwered perfectly to his Per-
fon ; if the Converfation turned upon
any common Subjels, he kept a ftupid

Sifence ; if they were willing he fhould
) {peak,
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fpeak, they muft put him upon antient
Hiftory, or Roman Poetry, and he did
not fpeak ten French Words without
bringing in fome Latin Phrafe.

A Lover of this kind was not very
proper to make a tender Impreffion up-
on fo lively a Genius as that of Made-
moifelle de Ganderon. Neverthelefs, tho’
he difpleafed her exceflively, far from
teftifying it to him by an Air of Cold-
nefs, fhe had the Malice to feign that
fhe took a Pleafure in the ftudied Ex-
preflions he made ufeof : She even carried
her Complaifance fo far, as to pafs the
whole Afternoon in converfing, and be-
ing retired with him in private ; but in
the Evening fhe could not forbear di-
verting herfelf at his Expence, before
the whole Company. The Marquifs e
Ganderon, during the Supper, afked her,
if the was fatisfied with the Converfation
of Monfieur the Prefident’s Son. ’Tis
impoffible to be more fo, replied the,
this young Gentlemen pofleffes the Hi-
ftory of Antiquity to Perfection ; he has
related to me the Hiftory of Cyrus in
bis Cradle; and tho’ he talked above

two
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two Hours, he has left the Prince in his
Leading-Strings.

This Stroke, and feveral others of the
fame Nature, diverted all the Perfons at
the Table, except the future Bridegroom,
who taking it 1ll that Mademoifelle de
Ganderon fhould pretend to turn him into
Ridicule, from that Moment began to
feel fome Movements of Averfion for
her; notwithftanding this, the Marquifs
and the Prefident concluded their Agree-
ment. When the Parents of thv Great
are fatisfied as ro Birth and Fortune,
they feldom concern themfelves about
the reft.

‘Whilft Monfieur and Madame de Gan-
deron, who returned home with the Pre-
fident, were bufy with him in drawing
up the Articles of the Contract, the
Count making ufe of the Liberty he al-
ways had, of being at the Marquifs’s
when he pleafed, came thither, and find-
ing his Miftrefs alone, he learned from
her all that had paffed. They were both
exceflively moved: My dear Count,
f2id Mademoifelle de Ganderon to him,
*tis done, To-morrow, perhaps, you

Vo, 1, L Jofe
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lofe me for ever. ’Tis To-morrow then
that I muft lofe my Life, replied the
Lover; you fhall hear of my Death be-
fore you are in the Arms of another.
‘What can be done to prevent this Mis-
fortune? refunfed the Lady. Speak; I
am capable of undertaking every thing
to preferve myfelf for you. ‘

This Difcourfe was infenfibly follow-
ed by an Infinity of the fame Kind, and
you may judge, that thefe Lovers find-
ing themfelves without any Witneffes,
confulted only their Love in the Re-
folution they fhould take, Monneville.
could only think of one, which his Mi-
ftrefs had the Weaknefs to approve, and
the Extravagance of which fhe foon af-
ter had Opportunity of repenting at lei-
fure; for the very next Day, as the
Marquifs was at Dinner, he received a
Letter from the Prefident, which con-
tained thefe Words:

“ My Son conveyed himfelf fecretly
¢ from hence this Morning, in order to
¢ return to Paris. He wrote to me at
<« the firft Pofthoufe a Billet, by which
¢ he declares to me, that he renounces

Made-
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“ Mademoifelle de Ganderon for ever,
¢ whofe fatyrical Wit is not in the leaft
“ {uitable to his Inclinations ; and adds,
“ that if I pretend to conftrain him to
“ marry her againft his Will, he will
¢ fhut himfelf up for ever in a Retreat
¢ where he fhall be free from the Ty-
¢ ranny of Paternal Power. Iam ex-
‘¢ tremely mortified at fuch a difagree-
¢ able Accident, and conjure you to
¢ accept the humbleft Excufes I can
 make for the Procedure of my Son.”

If this News at firft gave an Excefs
of Joy to our Lovers, Inquietude was
not long before it mingled 1ts Bitternefs
with their unguided Pleafures. Made-
moifelle de Ganderon began by Degrees
to perceive that the had had too much
Complaifance for the Count, and repre-
fenting then to herfelf, that the Condi-
tion fhe' was in would much fooner ex-
cite the Anger than the Pity of the Mar-
quifs, fhe repented, but too late, of her
Imprudence. This Refleétion, which
the ought to have made before, put her
under a Neceffity of finding fome Ex-
pedient to conceal from her Parents the

Knowledge of a Fault, which fhe then
L2 willied
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withed fhe could hide from her own
Remotfe.

She held a Council upon this Head
with her Lover, who fhared her Alarms,
judging, as fhe did, that it was of the
higheft Importance to them both, that
the Family thould be ignorant of their
Indifcretion. To this Effet it was a-
¢reed that the Lady fhould appear me-
lancholly and dejected, which fhe could
very eafily do in the prefent Conjunc-
ture ;3 that fhe thould avoid all Compa-
ny, and that under the Pretence of the
Affront the had received from the Son
of the Prefident, fhe fhould defire to.
retire into a Convent for fome Months.

She performed her Part extremely
well.  She affeéted to be highly piqued
at the Behaviour of the Son of the
Prefident, teftified an extreme Defire
of entering into a Monaftery, and
her Demand, which paffed for a noble
and generous Refentment, was eafily
granted. Monfieur de Ganderon writ to
aRelation he had at Parss, to defire her
to chufe out a Religious Houfe in that
great City, where his Daughter might

acquire
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acquire thofe little Qualifications which
were wanting in her Education, and
which could not be procured in the Pro-
vince. The Lady at Paris gave him in
Anfwer, that the would with great Plea-
fure have taken that Care wpon her, but
that being juft upon departing, to pafs.
two or three Months in the Country, the
conjured him to defer this till her Re-
turn, affuring him, that the would let
him know the very Day of her Arrival
at Paris.

This good Lady kept her Word as
exaltly as if fhe had divined that there
was no Time to lofe. The Marquifs
and Madame de Ganderon, who faw
their Daughter languith with Impatience
and Inquictude, dreading left it fhould
make her ill, made her depart 1mme-
diately, under the Conduct of an old
Governefs, who had brought her up
from her Infancy. They carried her in
their own Equipage to the neareft Town,
where they had befpoke two Places in
the public Coach, and having bid her
adieu, mixed her Tears with thofe that
bathed her Face, and returned very de-
je@tedly to the Caitle.

L3 Two
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Two Days before this-Separation, the
Count and his Miftrefs had coencerted
what fhould be dene during their Ab-
fence, and the Lady had advifed her
ILover to be more afliduous than ever
to her Parents, for two Reafons; the
firft, to banith all Sufpicion; and the
fecond, that he might the more frequent-
ly be in a Place which would make him
remember her.

Now, Gentlemen, in a Moment I
fhall appear upon the Stage ; you ex-
pected it no doubt, and I read in your
Eyes, that you will not be in the leaft
furprized to hear what I am going to re-
late to you. Mademoifelle de Ganderon
made this Journey to Paris only for my
Sake ; fhe was willing that I fhould re-
ceive my Birth in that Centre of all the
Pleafures, that can be tafted in this lower
World, in that Chaos of myfterious
Intrignes, fo favourable to clandeftine-
Marriages.

Monneville was interrupted in this
Part of his Hiftory by all the Priva-
teers, . who were eager to make him
their Complinients upon the ftolen Ten-

dernefs
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dernefs of which he was the worthy
Pledge. We embraced him in our
Turns, protefting to him, that we look-
ed upon it as one of the greateft Favours
of Fortune to have the Happinefs of
‘poffefling in our Veffel a Child of Love,
He received our Rallery agreeably, and
joined in it himfelf; after which he re-
fumed his Difcourfe in this manner :

To return to Mademoifclle de Gande-
ron, who I may from this Time call my
Mother, fhe happened to be alone in
the Coach with her Governefs, and
fhe was not verv forry for it, being
more able to refle® upon her Affairs ;
fhe flattered herfelf, that the thould foon
find Acquaintance at Parss, and that
the might eafily get fome difcrect Per-
fon there, whofe Afliftance would b ot
the greateft Ufe to her. But, whether
fhe had been miftaken in her Calcula-
tion, or whether the wretched Coach fhe
was in incommoded her, or, in fine, that
I finding myfelf not much at my Eafe,
in a Body prefied by too ftrait Stays,
thought proper to precipitate my leav-
ing {o clofe a Prifon ; the Lady, how-
ever, towards the End of the fecond

' L4 Day’s
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Day’s Journey, was attacked with fome
Uneafineffes that gave her a Prefage of
my approaching Birth.

A litle Village, fituated as if on pur-
pofe in the Middle of.the Plain, for
the Convenience of Travellers, was de~
ftined to have the Honour of being
my Birth-Place. The Hoftefs of the
Inn was a young Woman, who had been
married abouta Year, and had lain-in of
a Daughter not three Days before. Ma-
demoifelle de Ganderon immediately went
to her, and, {liding fome Crowns into
her Hand, difcovered the Secret to her.
The Holtefs, gained by this lictle Libe-
rality, offered willingly to ferve my Mo-
ther, and acquitted herfelf of it with
great Dexterity.  She ordered her a lit-
‘tle Chamber clofe to her own, and placed
the Governefs in another, at a confider-
able Diftance. After having taken this
Precaution, the fent for her Midwife,
whom my Mother brought over to her
Intereft in the fame manner as fhe had
done the Hoftefs.

It was Time that fhe thould have Af-
fitance, I never ceafed playing the little
Devil
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Devil till T was at Liberty; I fhould
then have {poil’d all by my Cries, if they
bad not been taken for” thofe of the
Daughter of the Hoftefs. 1 had the
good Fortune to cry alone, the other
Child not being tempted to enter into
the leaft Duet with me.

This Delivery was moft happy, tho’
they did . not invoke the triple Divinity
of Hecate ; and the Midwife, who ftaid
the whole Night with my Mother, ex-
haufted all her Art to put her in a Con-
dition of fupporting the Motion of the
Coach. To gain fome Hours Repole,
they told the Coachman in the Morning
that Mademoilclle de Ganderon was in-
difpofed, and begged him to defer his
Departure a little. He would have
been infenfible to that Requeft, if it had
not been accompanied by a Piftole, and
an Order to provide him a handfome
Breakfaft. This made him have Pati-
ence, and gave my Mother Leifure to
prepare for her Departure with lefs Pre-
cipitation ; yet the Efforts the muft uf:
to rife, and to drefs herfelf, one fhould
have imagined, would have occafioned
the Death of a Perfon of fo delicate a

Ls Con-
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Conflitution. But we fee every Day in
fuch Cafes furprizing Inftances of Cou-
rage.

Before fhe began her Journey again
the went into the Chamber of the Heof-
tefs, and having again required Secrecy
of her, the drew out of her Pocket a
Purfe in which were thirty Louis 4’Ors,
which fhe eafily perfwaded her to ac-
cept. ----Take this Money, my good
Friend, faid fhe to her; as a Pledge,
till you receive further Marks of my
Gratitude, and of that of a young
Gentleman whom you will foon fee here.
Look out a Nurfe for my Son, I con-
jure you, and den’t let him go out of
your Knowledge. Afterwards, having
defired Ink and Paper, the writ fome
Lines upon a Sheet of it, which fhe
fealed with her own Seal, and gave it
to the Hoftefs, faying to her, Y ou muft
deliver this Billet to a Gentleman wha
will come here, and who. will thew you:
another Letter writ by the fame Hand
and fealed with the fame Seal. When
the had fpoke thus, fhe defired to fee
me, and after having kifs’d me fighing,
fhe went into the Coach with the Help

of
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of the good old Governefs, and placed
herfelf in fuch a Manner that the was
almoft laid down..

They arrived late at the Place where
they were to dine ; fthe only took fome
‘Chicken Broth without coming out o*
the Coach, and five or fix Hours of
Repofe, which the enjoyed the following
Night, gave her the Strength to prefent
herfelf the next Day to her Aunt, who
feeing her pale and difordered only attri-
buted it pioufly to the Fatigues of the
Journey. I doubt not, Gentlemen, but
this Relation of my Mother’s bringing
me into the World, feems ‘to you to
entrench a little upon Probability. It
does not appear poffible to you, per-
‘haps, that this Scene fhould pafs in an
Inn without the old Governefs having
the leaft Knowledge of it. But I have
given you the Detail as I had it from
‘my Mother, who did not fay to me
whether the Duegna was or was not in
the Seeret.

The Joy of being free from fo criti-
cal an Affair, was of no {mall Af-
fiftance towads fpeedily re-eﬁablﬂhgllg

e
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the Health of Mademoifelle de Ganderon,
who did not ftay long with her Aunt,
and infifted upon being placed as a Pen-
fioner with the Religieufes. She was
conduéted to a Convent that was in the
Neighbourhood, and the old Gover-
nante was fent back into the Province,
according to the Orders given by the
Marquifs de Ganderon. My Mother,
before her Retreat, did not forget to
write to the Count de Monneville, by the
Adreffe that they had agreed upon. She
fent him Word to repair immediately to
the Inn where fhe had left me, and in-
formed him of what he was to do to
procure a Sight of me.

My Father, impatient to hear from
his Miftrefs, had no fooner received her
Letter, then he departed and went to
the Place which fhe had direfted him
to. He defired to fpeak to the Hoftefs,
and having made himfe}f known to her
for the Cavalier who had the greateft
Intereft in what paffed there upon the
Night that gave me my Being, he de-
fired her to relate to him all the Cir-
cumitances of that Adventure ; which
ihe had no fooner finithed, than he in-

formed
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formed himfelf whether I was il alive,
and where I was, teftifying an extream
Defire to fee me. The Hoftefs then
refuming her Difcourfe, faid to him:
Monfieur, I am going to truft a Secret
of the greateft Importance to you, and
I conjure you moft humbly not to dif-
clofe it. My Father promifed her he
would not, and the went on in this Man-
ner :

Madam, your Spoufe, when fhe left
this Place recommended to me to take
great Care of her Son, and not to fuf-
fer him out of my Sight. Whilft I de-
fired the Midwife to find me out a care-
ful Nurfe, I kept him in my own Bed
the whole Day and the following Night.
I know not what Uneafinefs I had in
my Sleep, but it is too certain that at
my Awaking I found one of the Chil-
dren dead by my Side. Oh! Heavens!
cried the Count, trembling, my Son is
gone ! He lives ftill, replied the Hoftefs,
liten to me, if youspleafe, without
Interruption.

I rofe immediately, purfued the; I

bolted the Door, and returning to Bthg
e
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Bed, I found it was my own Daughter
that I had ftifled. I had perceived myp
Hufband, who happened to be then ab-
fent, had exprefled more Affection to
me finte my being with Child. My
Daughter was our firft Child ; and by
her Death I feared to lofe the Love of
her Father. I took my Refolution with-
out Hefitation. I buried my Child in
a Cellar that was never ufed, and I took
your Son in her Place. I deceived my
Confidant herfelf, when fhe came to in-
form me that fhe had found a Nurfe.
I made a falfe Confidence to her, and
told her that a Perfon unknown had
come fecretly and fetched away the lit-
tle Boy by Orders from ‘his Mother.
Thus, Monfieur, added the, this Child
whom you fee, and who I call my
Dauglhiter, is your Son, or at leaft he is
the Lady’s who gave me the Charge of
him. At thefe Words the Count took
me in his Arms, and gave me a thou-
fand Carefles, moiftening my Face with
Tears that witnefled the joy with which
his Heart was penetrated.

He remained in the Inn feveral Days,
during which he frequently made the
' Hoftefs.
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Hoftefs repeat the melancholly Manner
of my Birth, and loaded me with his
‘Careffes. At length; when he departed
in order to return home, he made this
Woman a Prefent of all the Money he
‘had with him, recommending me ftrong-
1y to her Care, and went from me with
far lefs Speed than he came.

‘When he was returned to his Eftate,
he deligned immediately to have in-
Brufted his dear Miftrefs, in covered
Terms, of what had paffed between the
Hoftefs and him ; but a fecond Letter
which he received from my Mother pre-
vehted him. She forbid him abfolutely
to write to her, having been informed
at ‘her Entrance into the Convent, that
all Letters addrefied to the Penfioners
‘were ftopped and fent to their Relations.
T'o make ufe of this Advice, which in
effe was not to be neglected, he gave
up. his Commerce of Letters, with the
pleafing Hope that Mademoifelle de
Ganderon would not long be feparated
from him.

He ezme more than once to fee me

during the firft Ycar, under the Pretexfg
0
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of an Affair which he faid he had with
a neighbouring Gentleman. He re-
mained in the Inn feveral Days, and
whilft he was there he had me continu-
ally in his Arms. I was weaned pre-
fently, becaufe my young Nurfe did not
think herfelf obliged out of Kindnefs
to me, to excufe herfelf from giving
her Hufband freth Marks of her Fer-
tility. I had a rofy Complexion, a
‘healthful Look, and every Body made
her their Compliments upon my Beauty.

This good Woman had a fecond
Child who lived no longer than the
firft, and three Weeks after the was
hired to be the Nurfe to one of which
the Baronefs du Mefuil was ready to lie
in.  The Baron was a Nobleman who
had a Caftle clofe to the Village, and
who about nine or ten Months before
had married a young and rich Heirefs,
with whom he had been in Love for
fome Time. I went with the Hoftefs
to refide at the Cattle du Mefiil, and we
left the Hoft her Hufband at the Inn.
We were {carce arrived at the Baron’s,

when the Baronefs brought into the World
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a Daughter, with whom I was brought
up.

. There happened at that Time a con-
fiderable Change in the Caftle de Gande-
ron. 'The Marchionefs died, and this
Event was the Occafion of the Mar-
quifs’s taking the Refolution of leaving
his Daughter in the Convent, till he
‘found an Opportunity of marrying her
according to his Views, that was, to a
‘Gentleman of a confiderable Fortune ;
for he was not a Man that would have-
accepted of the Count de Monneville for
a Son-in-Law, whatever Efteem and
Friendfhip he might have for him. My
Father and my Mother, who were fully
fenfible of the Sentiments of Monfieur
de Ganderon upon that Head, expected
their Happinefs only from the Favour
of Heaven.

Things were in_this Situation, when
they were informed in the Province that
Spain had joined itfelf to the Emperor
and the Dutch againft the French. All
the Noblefle, eager to fly to the Af-
fiftance of their Country, put themfelves

in Motion. My Father, the Son of a
Man
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Man who had acquired fo much Repu-
tation in the Field, ceuld not difpenfe
with himfelf from preparing for it. The
Smallnefs of his Fortune not permitting
‘him to have a fplendid ‘Equipage, he
departed with a Valet de'Chambre and
a Footman. Hg firft took Leave of the
Marquifs, and then took a Turn to the
Village where T was, in order to fee me.
He managed fo well, that he had a pri-
vate Conference with my Nurfe. She
told him upon what Footing I was at
the Caftle dix Mefnil ; and fhe appeared
to him to be fo attached to me, that he
felt himfelf confoled by it for the Ne-
ceflity he was under of leaving his Son,
perhaps, for a confiderable Time, Af-
‘ter having made her a Prefent, to en-
gage her to redouble her Cares for my
fmall Perfon, he repaired to the Army,
or rather to Rbeims, where they were to
aflemble under the Command of Mon-
fieur de Turenne.

The Marquifs de Bourlemont, who
knew and loved my Father, was ex-
tr mely pleafed to fee him again, and
recetved him as a Volunteer in his Re-
giment. He preferited him to the Ge-

neral,
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neral, who remembering him, took a
Pleafure in ‘occupying his Courage, by
employing him in feveral Sieges that
were formed in the Territories of the
Marquifs de Brandenbourg ; and which
were carried on fo vigoroufly, that that
Prince, in alarm at 1t, retired into the
fartheft Part of Germany and demanded
a Neutrality.

The Certitude that the Count had
that Valour, would never want a Re-
compence under {uch a General as Mon-
fieur de Turenne ; and the flattering Hope
of -acquiring fo much Glory as might
make him appear to the Marquifs de
Ganderon worthy of his Alliance, forced
him upon furprizing Aétions, *Tis thus
that in all Times, and in all Conditions,
Love has been feen to produce noble
:Aétions ; and the Defire of pleafing the
Sex, has formed many valiant Warriors.
The Count de Monneville, in an Expe-
dition in which the Marquifs de Bourle-
mont was killed, fignalized himfelf by
Adtions which you yourfelves would
have admired, Gentlemen, as much
accuftomed as you are to Enterprizes

of *Temerity, But at length the Count
was
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was taken Prifoner, and did not re-

cover his Liberty till after the Peace of
Nimeguen. ’

Since my Nurfe had been the fame
to the Daughter of the Baron du Mefuil,
inftead of loving me lefs than before,
fhe {feemed to have flill more Tendernefs
for me. The Baron, on his Side ex-
tremely fatisfied with the Care of this
Woman, to teftify his Gratitude to her,
made me a thoufand Carefies, and fcarce
made any Difference between his own
Child and me. He permitted her to
call me Sifter, and all the Domefticks,
after his Example, ufed us alike., Far
from abufing the Civilities they were
fo good to let me fhare with Lucilia,
which was the Name of the Daughter
of this Nobleman, I ufed my utmoft
Affiduity to gain her Affeftions ; and I
fucceeded in it {o thoroughly, that in
our litle Sports, the took it.1ll that I
exprefled {fo much Deference for her,
and conftrain’d her by my Refped.

My pretended Mother, who was no
nearer to me than to Lucilia, perceiving
the Attachment I had for her, propos’d

to
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to herfelf to watch over us. Our Fa-
miliarities, tho’innocent, yet they gave
her an Alarm; fhe fear’d left Chance
thould difcover my Sex, which was yet
unknown to myfelf; and, in this Fear,
fhe never ceafed preaching to us of the
Duties of Modefty, which made fuch
TtrongImpreflions upon our youngMinds,
that we concealed ourfelves carefully
from each other upon the flighteft Oc-
cafions. In a word, I was conunually in
her Sight during the Day, and I lay with
her in the Night.

Our Love augmented fafter than the
Number of our Years, and when I re-
colle&t fome Paflages of my Infancy, I
conclude that this Paffion knows no
Age that cannot feel its Power. My
“Nurfe had accuftomed me to kifs the
Hand of the Baron when he gave me
any thing; I obferved the fame refpett-
ful Ceremony with my little Sifter, who
was fo perfwaded that I took a Pleafure
init, that when I had been punifhed, or
received any other Chagrin, the would
.come to me with the greateft Eagernefs
to give me her Hand to kifs. Thirty
Years have not effaced from my Memo-

Y
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ry a thoufand fuch Trifles, that proved,
demonftratively, that our Hearts were
formed for each other, and would one
Day be united, as in effet they have
been fince, and are fo ftill, notwithftand-
ing the Cruelty of our Fate, which keeps
us afunder.

I paffed my earlieft Years in this man-
ner in the Caftle du Mefwil, and five
were already gone fince my Nurfe had
heard of the Count de Monneville, my
Father. She fuppofed him to be dead,
and yet fhe did not in the leaft diminith
the Kindnefs the had for me; ’tis true,
fhe had an Intereft 1n it, to deceive her
Hufband, who looking upon me as his
only Child, carefled me as much as if 1
had been really fo; fhe waited till I
was in a more advanced Age before the
difcovered to him this Error.

One Evening the Baron du Mefnil went
out of the Caftle, according to his Cuf-
tom, to fhoot a Rabbit, and did not re-
turn for a confiderable Time ; when-he
came,he order’d them notto bringLights,
and went to his Chamber with great Pre-
cipitation, Tho’ there were no Lights

' in
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in the Way, yet it was remark’d that he
brought in two Fuzils. He put one of
them into his Clofet, and "going out
again with the other that Inftant, he faid
that he fhould not come home to Sup-
per.  He did not return till very late,
without faying where he had been; and
when he was in his Apartment, contrary
to, his ufual Cuftom, he would not per-
mit his People to undrefs him; this
gave the Domefticks Occafion of Con-
jecture, and their Imagination had fill
a greater Scope the next Morning, when
they faw fome Spots of Blood upon his
Linnen, which he had not perceived
himfelf. Every one made his Reflec-
tions thereupon, and imagined what they
thought proper.

Two Days after this, the Hufband of
the Nurfe came to her in the Caftle, and
told her in private that he was uneafy,
that the Gentleman had not laid at the
Inn thefe two Nights. What Gentle-
man ? replied his Wife with an aftonith-
ed Look. The Gentleman, return’d he,
who came fo often to us five or-fix
Years ago. That fine Man, who feem-

ed to love us fo much !—Do’ft not thou
remem-
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remember >——with his Laced Cloaths;,
who was always giving fomething to our
little Girl?

My Nurfe, by this Defcx;j{ption, eafily
knew the Original, and prefled her Huf-
band to tell her why he was uneafy upon
that Gentleman’s Account. It is be-
caufe this honeft Gentleman, faid the
Hoft, came to the Village the Day be-
fore Yefterday, and alighted at my Door.
He afked after your Health, and after
the Child’s; and afterwards taking my
Fuzil, he went out of the Inn, faying,
he would take a Turn in the Wood by
the Caftle, after which he would return
to fup and lodge with me ; but I have
never feen him fince, and yet his Horfe
is ftill in my Stable.

You will eafily conceive the Impref-’
fion this Difcourfe made upon my Nurfe.
She trembled with Horror, and let her-
felf be prejudiced with fthe moft dread-
ful Forebodings. She charged her Huf-
band to inform himfelf privately if no
Perfon had feen this Gentleman, whilf,
on her Side, the made the fame Enqui-
ries. All their Refearches were in vain,

At
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At the End of three Days, as the Hoft
had not appeared at the Caftle, his Wife,
impatient to know whether he had heard
any thing of the Gentleman in queftion,
refolved to go to the Village, and dif-
courfe with her Hufband concerning it,
Lucilia and 1 accompanied our Nurfe,
the Way not being {o long but we could
go it with Pleafure. I remember it ftill
perfectly well; we walked before her,
.my Sifter and I drawing a little Cha-
riot, which one of the Domefticks had
made for us.

When we were in the midft of the
Wood, which feparates the Caftle from
the Village, the Nurfe made us take a
crofs Foot-path to fhorten the Way ; but,
after having gone about twenty Paces,
two little Dogs that were with us ftop-
ped of a fudden, and fell a barking as if
they had feen fome other Animal. This
frighted Lucilia and me, and we run to
be fecure, under the Wing of our Nurfe,
who advanced towards the Dogs, to fee
what made them bark, and even howl
fo dreadfully ; the remarked, that a little
Heap of Earth newly removed, trod
down with the Feet, and covered with

Vou. 1. M Bufthes,
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Bufhes, was the Caufe of this Howl-

ing.

She was frighten’d in her Turn, and
as the Lofs of the Count had already
filled her Mind with tragical Ideas, fome
Drops of Blood, which fhe perceived
upon the Stones, increafed her Sufpi-
cions, which the immediately made hafte
to impart to her Hufband. He did not
think them ill-founded, and could not
delay the enlightening of them ; he came
with us into the Wood, under the Pre-
text of conduéting us to the Caftle. His
Wife thewed him the Place where the
Dogs had ftopped, and upon which they
again began to howl. Then the Hoft
gave fome Strokes with a Mattock, and
he had not gone above half a Foot deep
when he difcover’d the Body, and knew
the Cloaths of the Gentleman for whom
he had been in Pain. The Nurfe doubt-
ed not but this Murder was the Work
of the Baron, and that that Nobleman,
whofe violent Nature fhe knew, having
met this unfortunate Gentleman fhooting
~ near his Caftle, had imagined it was an
Infult to him, had fhot him with his Fu=
zil, and afterwards buried him. The

Hoft
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Hoft was of the fame Opinion; but far
from being willing to expofe himfelf to
the Refentment of the Baron, by pub-
lithing this Difcovery, he refolved firm-
ly to keep it fecret. He covered the
Body again with Earth, and put the
Buthes upon it as they were before,
whilft his Wife carried back Lucilia and
I to the Caftle, She returned back again
immediately, rejoined her Hufband, and
went with him to the Inn, to thut them-
felves up, in order to fearch the Valife
of the affaffinated Cavalier.

They found no Money ; there was no-
thing in it but Papers, a Memorandum
of the Debts he had contraéted in Ger-
many, fome Letters of Mademoifclle de
Ganderor’s, and amongft the reft, that
which the had charged my Nurfe with,
to be delivered to my Father. T have
fince feen them in the Hands of my
Mother, to whom this good Woman,
when fhe found herfelf dying, reftored
them, at the fame Time informing her
of all the Circumftances that I have now
related to you.

M 2 ‘\’C
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We once more interrupted Monneville
in his Part, to deplore the Fate of his
Father ; which turnithed fome of the.
more {erious Privateers with an GOppor-
tunity of moralizing upon the Inftability
of human Happinefs; but the reft hav-
ing no Tafte for moral Reflections, like
Men who were prepared for every Event
of Life, preffed Monneville to continue
his Hiftory, which he thus refumed :

I lot my Father, perhaps, ata Time
when he came to join me never to part
from me again. His Death did not al-
ter the Attachment that my Nurfe had
for me ; all the Change that I found in
her Behaviour to me was, that the feemed
more melancholly than before, and fome-
times, without even fpeaking to me, the
would let fall fome Tears as the looked
upon me. She often recommended to
me to apply myfelf to Reading, and
ftill more to Writing, without telling
me the particular Reafon the had that 1
thould write well. I was, however, not
long ignorant of ity for the, being be-
ing become a Widow in about fix
Months after the Death of my Father,

onec
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one Day took me afide, and fpoke to
me in thefe Terms:

My dear Child, tho’ you are ftill
very young, I find you fo rcafonable,
that 1 fhall no longer delay making you
a Confident of what regards you alone,
but upon which the Happinefs of us
both depends. My Huiband, who by
his Death has left me without Support,
‘hath prevented me from doing what I
could have withed for you, and from
teftifying to how great a Degree I love
you. The Proteltion of the Baron is
the only Refource that is left me, and
‘not only you will make me lofe thur,
but you will expofe me to receiving the
-mioft rigorous Treatment from thit No-
‘bleman, if you do not follow the Ad-
vice that I fhall give you. He will pu-
nith you alfo with me, we mult there-
fore, by a prudent Conduct, preferve
his Favour ftill fome Years longer. Ths
obliges me to reveal feveral Things to
you, of which this is the principal : You
are not a Girl. I have watched fo care-
fully over you, that T am certzin you
were ignorant of it till this Moment.
*Tis to conceal your Sex that I defire

M 3 you
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you to ufe your utmoft Care; ’tis that
important Article that obliges me to
place fo great a Confidence in you, not-
withftanding your Youth.

I have now, purfued fhe, informed
you that you are not a Girl, know alfo,
that I am not your Mother, and that
you did not lofe a Father in my Huf-
band. I cannot now tell you any far-
ther; if you can preferve the Afylum
we have in the Caitle, I fhall difcover
to you the Remainder, which it is not
yet Time to inftruét you of. Confider,
my Child, whether you find yourfelf
capable of making ufe of my Advice. If
you are willing to fecond me, I confent
to take Care of you till you can do with-
out me. If, on the contrary, you give
me Reafon to fear that your Imprudence
fhould draw upon me here fome unhap-
py Affair, I1hall be obliged to abandon
you.

My Nurfe, as fhe held this Difcourfe
to me, remarked that I was extremely
aftonifhed at it; fhe felt herfelf ftruck
with a2 Movement of Compaffion ; the
beld out her Arms to me all in Tears

' 1
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I leaped about her Neck, and promifed

.. abfolutely to do whatever fhe de-

fired.

She was fo little miftaken in the Opi-
nion the had of my Difcretion, that from
that Time fhe was obliged to chide me,
to conftrain me to take ary Diverfion
with Lucilia. 1 was no longer that lit-
tle Sifter who was always ready to laugh
and play, the Difference that I began
to find there was between her Situation
and mine, took from me at once that
Gaiety which ufed to entertain her.
The TeRernefs I had for her was not
diminithed, but it became more timid
and more refpectful.

Three Months after the Death of the
Hufband of my Nurfe, a violent Lif-
cafe carried off fuddenly the Bironefs
du Mefnil. It was no fooner known
that the Baron was a Widower, than the
greateft Heirefles in the Province were
offered to him, The Marquifs d¢ Gan-
deron was one of the firft that withed
his Alliance ; on his Side, the Baron du
Mefnil, (to whom a Gentleman, a Friend
of the Marquifs’s, had fpoke of this Affair

N4 as
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as from himfelf) thought the fole Heir-
efs of Monfieur de Ganderon fo advan-
tagious a Match, that he immediately
went into his Eqmpacre, together with
their common Friend, to go and de-
mand her in Marriage ‘of the Marquifs.
The Negociation was foon terminated ;
thele two Noblemen eafily agreed upon
“every Article, and concluded between
themfelves, that they would take a Jour-
ney dxre&ly to Paris, to fee if the Lady
was agreeable to the Baron.

They foon performed this Journey,
along with the Gentleman who had
been the Mediator; and the Perfon of
Mademoifelle de Ganderon pleafed the
Baron infinitely. He had no Occafion
for {feeing her twice to become more in
love with her than he had ever been with
his firt Lady, and he thought of no-
thing but haftening his fecond Marriage.
Yet the intended Bride had loft a Part of
her Charms, by the continual Uneafi-
neffes the had been, and ftill continued
under; for hParmg no more of Monne-
ville, the fuppofed he muft be dead, and
that Thought gave her an Air of Melan-

cholly,.
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cholly, which was a Diminution of the
Luftre of her Charms.

When the Marquifs, her Father, de-
clared to her that he had promifed her
to the Baron du Mefnil, fhe endeavour’d
in vain to befeech him to fuffer her to
renounce the World ; he had no regard
to her Intreaty, which he only looked
ypon as an Effe¢t of the Attempts he
fuppofed the Religicufcs had made to
feduce her. He reprefented to her,
with an Air of Authority, that fuch a
Hufband as the Baron was preferable to
‘a Monaftick Life, and that, ina word,
it was a Thing refolved upon. Sceing,
therefore, that fhe could only oppote a
vain Refiftance to the abfolute Command
of her Father, fhe difpofed herfelf to
obey with Docility. Sh: left the Con-
vent, and let herfelf be carried in a fe
Days after from Paris to the Caftle d
Ganderon, where the Mariioge was cele.
brated without any Pomp.

Whatever Impatience the Baron h .‘
to carry home his new Bride, he he ¢
however the Complaifance to ftay acon-
fiderable Time wich Monfieur a’:"sz-
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deron; but he at length took Leave of
him to repair to the Caftle du Mefnil,
where he entered with the Noife of about
a Dozen Mufkets, which the Inhabitants
of the Village fired, to celebrate the
happy Return of their Lord, and the
Arrival of the new Baronefs. They
were obliged to receive and return the
Vifits of all the neighbouring People of
Diftin¢tion, which wholly took up Ma-
dame du Mefuil for eight or ten Days.
She had not yet had Leifure to give any
Attention to Lucilia, but fhe foon at-
tachcd herfelf to hery; and, far from
trec"ing her with the Severity of a Mo-
ther-in-Law, fhe behaved to her with a
Sweetnefs and Tendernefs that ravithed
the 3aron.

The more my Nurfe contemplated
this you g uwuy, the more the thought
fhe referiticd her who had been difem-
barraffed of a fitiguing Burthen in her
Inn; e dorll not, however, depend
-upon her - "ru' Ctures, and ike propos’d
to fericlt a vi chod of finding out the
Trun o ther .. Asto my M other, it
1s ccreetn, The did not in the leaft recol-
lect i, Tlurle, nor fud any Sutpicion-

of
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of her being fo, tho’ the was not igno-
rant, that fhe was in the Viilage where I
had taken my Birth.  Lacilia, however,
by Accident gave her Occafion to think
that the was amongft her old Acquain-
tance, and that her Nurfe might per-
haps be the very Hoftefs to whom fhe
had intrufted me. This Circumftance
deferves my relating it to you.

The Baronefs was one Day in her
Clofet with a Book,when Lucilia entered,
followed by my Nurfe and me, and run
to her, faying, My dear Mamma, will
you give my little Friend leave to pay
her Compliments to you? Come in, my
Child, come in, faid the Baronefs to me,
not thinking the fpoke fo truly; the
Friendthip that my Daughter has tor
you muft affure you of mine, approach.
I advanced towards her, to make a lit-
tle Compliment, which I had prepared
with the Afliftance of my Nurfe; but I
was confufed, without knowing why,
and remained filent. It would be ridi-
culous, perhaps, to attribute to Inftinct
this' Diforder of my Senfes, _whlqh
donbtlefs was an Effect of my Timidi-

ty. The Baronefs imagined fo, and, to
) encourage
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encourage me to fpeak, fhe afked me
how old I was, and if I was an only
Child. I anfwered yes; and my Nurle
entring into the Difcourfe, faid to her
with a feigned Simplicity : Alas! Ma-
dam, fhe will be no richer forit. If
my Hufband was ftill alive, the might,
perhaps, hope for fome fmall Fortune.
We formerly kept an Inn in the Village
for feveral Years, and did not fucceed 1ll
in our Bufinefs ; but I have had the Mif-
fortune to lofe him, and were it not for
the Favours of Monfieur the Baron, my
Daughter and myf{clf would be much to
be pitied.

The Nurfe as fhe fpoke thus obferved
the Baronefs attentively, to fee if that
Lady, as fhe liftened to her, would not
give fome Demonitration that might
turn her Doubts into Certitude. My
Mother avoided that Snare ; no Altera-
tion appeared in her Countenance. With
a fteady, calm Look, fhe deplored the
Fate of the Hoftefs, who imagining that
the was deceived in the Judgment the
had made of the Baronefs, ceafed to
find any Refemblance between her and
my Mother.

After
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After this Converfation, Madame d«
Mefnil, being left alone in her Clofet,
admired how fhe had been .able not to
betray herfelf, when fhe knew the Wit-
nefs of her Shame. This Thought
made her blufh and turn pale fuccef-
fively. If the Nurfe had feen her then,
fhe would have known what to have de-
pended upon. The Difcourfe which my
Mother had heard, threw her into a pro-
found Reverie. She could not doubt
but the Perfon who had fpoke, was the
fame Hoftefs to whom fhe had confided
the Care of my Infancy; but fhe was
far from imagining, that it was her Son
whom the had feen under the Habit of
a Girl. She judged either that I was
dead, or that my Father had taken me
out of the Hands of my Nurfe to be
educated elfewhere. To this Reflettion
fucceeded another. The Count de Mon-
neville is no more, faid fhe, finceit is fo
long fince I have heard of him. The
Father and the Son make me equally

unhappy.

It depended upon herfelf, however,
to hear what was become of us both,

She need only have difcovered herfelf
o
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to the Hoftefs, whofe Difcretion the had
already tried : But it was impoffible for
her to bring herfelf to refolve upon
rifquing this Step. 'Tho’ in her Heart
the felt the moft violent Defire of know-
ing our Deftiny, yet her Virtue, that fe-
cretly reprozched her, . continually pre-
vented it. The Wife of the Baron
du Mefnil thought herfelf obliged to
think differently from Mademoifelle de
Guaunderon, and engaged to facrifice the
Dictates of Love and Nature to her
Duty; that if fhe was unfortunate with
the Baron, it might at leaft be without
her deferving it.

She even refolved that the Nurfe
thould leave the Caftle, that the might
not have continually before her Eyes a
Woman, who recalled to her Memory
Images which the found it but too dif-
ficult to forget. To give her a hand-
fome Difmiffion, without feeming to
have any Intercft in it, the engages the
Baron to fend her back to the Village
agaih to keep an Inn, with a Sum fuf-
ficient for her Eftablifhment in that Way
of Life, under the Pretext of recom-
penfing her for her Services. Lucikia,

who
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‘'who had a proper Governefs provided
for her, faw my Nurfe and I leave the
Caftle with much Regret. I was not lefs
afflicted at our Separation ; but the Cafe
was defperate, and there was no Reme-

dy.

The Hoftefs then began to enter into
her former Bufinefs. Though fhe ex-
acted nothing from me but what I could
do with great Eafe, and recommended
to me to apply myfelf to Writing, be-
ing perfwaded that with that Refource,
I could never want Bread ; yet I was of
the greateft Service to her in her do-
meftick Affairs. I was worth three fuch
Servants as fhe could ke¢ep. But as [
advanced in Age I became more me-
lancholly. I already made ferious Re-
flections, and efpecially one that affect-
ed me nearly : This was the Myftery of
my Birth; for my Nurfe, when fhe con-
feffed to me that I was not her Son, had
not inftructed me who was my Father,
and I remained in Uncertainty of my

Condition.

Sometimes, imagining that fhe had

faid enough for mc to concecive an ad-
vantageous
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vantageous Opinion of my Family, T
had the Vanity to believe myfelf of No-
ble Blood ; and, in the haughty Emo-
tions that thefe flatiering Thoughts in-
{pired me with, 1 burn’d with Defire to
be at Paris, cloathed in a Manner fuit-
able to my Sex, and to the Nobility
that my Imagination had given to me.
Whither was not I hurried away by the
Chimera’s that my Mind was continually
forming? I flattered myfelf that I thould
no fooner arrive at that City, but I
thould meet with a Perfon of Diftinction
who would acknowledge me for his Son,
and that this Acknowledgment would
be attended with the moft perfect Feli-
city. ’Tis true, thefe agreeable Ideas
fometimes gave place to others which
lowered my pleafirg Expefations. I
reprefented to myfelf, that a Boy of
‘Twelve or Thirtcen, without Friends
and without Acquaintance, would be
very much at a lofs what to do with him-
{elf in Paris 5 but Hope, fill ftronger
than my Fears, always brought me back
to the With of being able to try my
Fortune in that great City,

One
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One Day there paffed by the Village
a_Financier, who ftopped at our Inn.
He had a handfome Equipage, and a
great Number of Attendants.  We pre-
pared him a Dinner in the moft hand-
fome Manner we could ; and when the
Expence was to be caft up, I took a
Pen and Ink and drew up the Reckon-
ing with an Eafe that furprized him.
He praifed my Writing ; after that he
confidered me with fome Attention, and
finding a Sprightlinefs in my Look, with
fome Beauty, he afked me feveral Quef-
tions. I anfwered them in a Manner
that amazed him. ’Tis a Pity, faid he
to me, that fo handfome a Girl as you
are, thould ke buried in a Village. Oh!
really, Monfieur, replied I, I am forry
for it enough ; but what would you have
me do? I fhould be glad to be with
fome good Lady; I am fure that I
thould ferve her fo well that fhe would
love me, and make my little Fortune.
If you wifh, returned he, to be placed
in that Manner, you need only fpcak.
I will bring you into my own Family.
I have a Relation of an affable Temper,
and an excellent Character, you will be

very happy with her. I offer to cng;;]%i
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her to ke you; and I can affure you,
that the will take unon herfelf the Care
of ferding you advantageoudly.

I accepted the Offers of the Financier,
with Proteftations ~t Gratitude, which
were accompaiicd Uy the Thanks of
the Hoftefs. Make your Refle®tions
upon it, you and your Mother, faid he
to me, I .21l come by this Village again
in a Fortnight. If you are then in the
fame Difpofition, and that you make
no Difficulty of trufting to the Word of
a Man of Honour, whom indeed you
do not know, but whofe Probity I hope
is writ in his Face, I will carry you to
Paris in my Equipage, and behave to
you as if you was my own Child. To
this I made him no Anfwer but a pro-
found Reverence ; and he, returning my
Refpect, went into his Coach, after
having bid us adieu till his Return.

When he was departed, my Nurfe
afked me if I had Refolution enough
10 go to Paris with this Gentleman.
Why not? replied I'; he appears an
honeft Man. Perhaps he may do what
he has promifed for me; and when

once
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once I am with a Lady, I will feek out
for fome Place fuitable to young Men,
and I don’t think but I fhall be fortu-
nate enough to find one. The Hoftefs
was not very forry to fee me difpofed
to follow the Financier. She even drew
a good Omen from it of my future
Fortune ; and judging that it was now
‘Fime to gge mylelf up to the Adven-
tures that my Stars referved for me, fhe
very faintly oppofed my Defign.

Before it was to be put in Execution,
I went to pay a Vifit to Lucilia. 1 took
care not to {peak to her of our ap-
proaching Separation ; but the Idea of
it that continually occur’d to me in
our Converfation, in fpite of myfelf,
drew frequent Sighs from me. I even
could not forbear thedding fome Tears.
Lucilia was moved with it, and attri-
buting it to the Chagrin I had at not
fecing her fo often as I defired,—Com-
fort yourfelf, my dear Sifter, faid fhe
embracing me, we fhall not always live
at a Diftance from each other. The
Time draws near when I am to be placed
in a Convent, I muft have a Perfon with
me, and will contrive it fo that you fhall
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be chofen, and then our Days and our
Nights thall be paffed together.

How fenfible was I of this Mark.of
Tendernefs! Adieu the Project of my
Journey to Paris, adieu the Financier.
All the Thoughts of Fortune, that till
then had amufed me fo agreeably, did
not hold out one Moment againft the
flattering Hopes that my dear Lucilia
gave me; and I quitted her, tafting in
Idea all the Pleafures of that happy

Time that fhe had given me a Prof-
pect of.

For two Days my Mind was {o filled
with this charming Converfation, that 1
was far from wifhing for the Return of
the Financier ; myNurfe perceived it, and
afked me why I appeared fo difgufted
with my Journey to Paris, 1 told her
frankly the Occafion of it. [Jpon which,
like a Woman of good Senfe, the re-
prefented to me, how much I was in
the wrong to attach myfelf to Lucilia
with fuch Excefs ; that I could not pof-
fibly conceal my Sex much longer, -and
that, in fpite of my Precaution, my
Features, my Voice, my Beard, all

would
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would betray me ; and that, if I was fo
unhappy and fo imprudent as to accom-
pany the Daughter of the Baron to the
Convent, I fhould inevitably ruin her
Reputation, and plunge myfelf into the
moft dreadful Abyfs. In fine, the faid
fo many Things to me, to bring me to
Reafon, that tho’ I could not ceafe to
love Lucilia, yet 1 was fenfible of the
Neceffity of parting from her.

The Arrival of the Financier finithed
the determining me to facrifice my Love.
He was charmed to find me ftill in the
fame Sentiments that he had left me.
The Hoftefs, on her Side, was very
glad to fend me at a Diftance from the
Caftle du Mefuil; being perfuaded, that
if I remained in the Country, as {oon as
my scx was made known, the fcanda-
lous Part of the World would not fpare
Lucilia, with whom I had been thus
brought up in the Habit of 2 Girl. The
Financier, therefore, had no Oppofition
to furmount for my Departure, which
was fixed to bé the next iorning be-
fore Day-break. I paffed fome Part of
the Night in taking Meafures with my
Nurfe, in what manner we thould hear

from
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from each other. 1 afterwards put on
my beft Habit, and made a Bundle of
all my Linnen. The Hour of my De-
parture at length being come, I em-
braced this good Woman, whom Gra-
titude had rendered fo dear.to me. We
" both wept exceflively, feeling a fincere
Sorrow at lofing each other, perhaps
for ever, and yet being refolved to
part. The Finamcier, my Proteétor,
after having again protefted to the
Hoftefs, that fhe might be eafy upon
my Account, (whom he only conveyed
to Paris, he faid, in order to place me
in a Situation that might enable me to
make the Remainder of my Mother’s
Life fortunate and happy) he tock me
into the Coach with him, and we left
the Village without being feen by any
Perfon in it.

I had no.Reafon to complain of his
Behaviour on the Road; all his Dif-
courfe was referved ; there did not eff
cape him any Acion, or any Gefture,
that I could draw the leaft il Omen
from. He feemed even to forbid his
Eyes the Liberty of dwelling upon me.
*Tis true, indeed, I was but a Child;

but
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but there are Men who won’t refufe their
Attention to a Female, tho’ the had
but juft quitted her Leading-Strings ;
neither was my Financier fo difcreet as
he appeared to be. As to the reft, he
was a Man of a tollerable Figure, and
not above five and thirty.

Upon our Entrance into Paris, I was
furprized to fee my Conductor ftopped
at a Barriey, by five or fix forry-look-
ing Clerks,” to whom he was obliged to
give the Keys of a Valife, which was
behind the Coach, and which, notwith-
ftanding this, they did not prefume to
open when he had condefcended to in-
form them of his Name and Quality.
Tho’ he had advertifed me before that
he thould not carry me to his Houfe,
yet I could not help being embarraffed
when I faw him fend away his Peopl
and his Equipage, and take me with hum
in a wretched Hackney-Coach, whofe
fhattered Afpect feem’d to promife me no
Good. I fear’d left his Intention thould
be to convey me to fome Place; Idon’t
fay, that was dithoneft, for I knew not
then that there was any fuch, but to

fome
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fome Place that would be difagreeable
to me. .

We alighted in the Rue St. Honore, at
the Door of a Houfe, of which he was
the Proprietor, and in which there dwelt
a Widow, who had formerly been Wo-
man to his Mother, and whom his Fa-
ther had haftily married to his Steward.
That Domeftick, to pay himfelf for his
Complaifance, had taken fuch Care of
his Perquifites, that at his Death his
‘Widow, who was his fecond Wife, was
left exceffively rich, My Protector, to
whom this good Lady was {fometimes
very ferviceable, repofed an entire Confi-
dence in her; he put me into her Hands,
telling her, that I wasan Orphan Daugh-
ter to one of his Tenants ; and that per-
ceiving I had a great Share of Senfe, he
defigned to have me educated in a Con-
vent, and to give me Mafters there, in
order to teach me every thing that was
neceffary for a young Woman to know.
He charged her with the Care of chuf-
ing the Monaftery, and promifed her,
that the next Day he would fend her
Money to equip me properly, and to

buy
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buy every Thing that would be neceffary
for me in the Convent.

After this he withdrew, and I re-
mained with the Widow, who did not
fail to found me ; as the knew the Fi-
nancier better than I did, the believed
no more than fhe thought proper of
what he had faid to her, and afked
me a thoufand Queftions, to judge by
my Anfwers what fhe ought to think
of me. The beft was, that inftead of
confefling frankly in what manner, and
upon what Footing I came to Paris, 1
difguifed the T'ruth, to fupport what the
Financier had faid, as much as any Ad-
venturer could have done who had acted
in Concert with him.

The following Day he kept his Pro-
mife : He fent a Sum of Money, which
moft certainly was not all employed in
equipping me, tho’ he fent Word to the
‘Widow that his Intention was, that 1
thould have every Thing handfome, and
that I thould be introduced to the Reli-
gieufes as the Daughter of a Gentleman
in the Provinces; the Widow took care
to gain about half for her Trouble of
! Vai. 1. N laying
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laying out the reft. She immediately
fet her People to Work, and 1 was ferv-
ed with fo much Expedition, that in a-
bout five or fix Days I entered the Con-
vent without feeing my ProteCtor again,
who doubtlefs was otherwife employed,
or rather looked upon me as a Fruit
which he muft wait the ripening of.

I had imagined that the young Ladies,
who were brought up in thisHoufe,would
take a Pleafure in feeing and converfing
with me, upen Account of my being a
new Comer; but I was {foon undeceived.
Having learned that I was the Daughter
of a Country Gentlemen not much
known, they immediately neglected me,
and I was reduced to the Company of
thofe Religieufes who were charged with
the Care of the Penfioners. I gavemy-
felf no great Uneafinefs about it, and ap-
plying myfelf wholly to ftudy the Lef
fons that were alternately given me by
a Mufick-Mafter and a Writing-Mafter,
I made {o {urprizing a Progrefs in both
thefe Sciences, that in lefs. than fix
Months the whole Difcourfe of the Con-
vent was upon my Writing, and my
“Talte for Mulick. This by degrees en-

gaged
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gaged the elder Penfioners to humanize
themfelves towards me, and procured
me an Entrance into their Apartments,

Are not you furprized, Gentlemen,
at the Conduct of the Financier towards
me? He had not yet made me a Vific
fince I had been in this Houfe. But, in
return, the Widow, his Agent, came to
{ee me frequently, and our whole Conver-
fation was of him. To hear her, he
was the moft honeft, and the moft ge-
nerous Man that the King had in the
Affairs of his Revenues. She afked me,
from himfelf, if there was any thing
that 1 wanted ; and when he charged
her with ten Piftoles for me, fhe delig
vered four of them very faithfully. On
my Side, for a Novice, I did not play
my Part ill with her. I had the Policy
to complain, that my Protector did not
add, to the other Favour heaped upon
me, that of honouring me with a Vifit.
Have Patience, my dear, faid the oblig-
ing Widow to me, upon that Head;
he will foon be at the Grate to tell you
himfelf, why he has till now deprived
hinfelf of that Pleafure.

N 2 In
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In effeét, he did not fail to do fo;
he appeared one Day in the Parlour,
with the Widow of the Steward. He
applauded me firft upon the Facility
with which I learned every thing that
was taught me, and then he told me,
that he perceived at the firft Sight of
me, that I thould foon become a moft
accomiplithed Woman ; and this it was,
added he, which prevented my follow-
ing the Defign of putting you into the
Service of a Lady. You feem to me
rather to be born to be ferved, and
Heaven will not permit you to be fo
difplaced. No, my dear Child, it fhall
be your own Fault if you don’t pofiefs
a fhining Fortune. You muft attach
“yourfelf to a Man of Fortune and .Con-
dition who loves you; ina word, to
me. This good Friend, before whom
1 offer you my Heart, knows that I
have only honourable Views upon you;
if T had any other, I fhould not have
conducted myfelf in this manner. In-
ftead of letting your Virtue take Root in
. a Houfe where you fee only good Ex-
amples, I would have brought you u
in the Pleafures of the World, I would
#ave Carried you continually to publick

Places,
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Places, and never quitted you till I had
triumphed over your Innocence.

You will imagine, Gentlemcn, that
the Financier did not ftop here. He fzid
a thoufand other Things to prejudice nie
in his Favour; and afterwards wift iy
to know whether I had any Difpoiition
to return the Sentiments he exproiied o
me, he afked me, with an A of Ve
dernefs, whether he might lope thie |
fhould have no Repugnance o unire
my Deftiny to his. [ mude anfwer, thar
I was too much ponceuted wich his
Goodnefs to me, to be capable of pay-
ing # with Inymattude. [l app wed
tranfported with Joy at thefe \Words,
and from thence took Occalion to
prefs me to compleat his Hapo'nts
After which, leavicg me with his Agent,
he withdrew, in order, he faid, to pre-
pare that Moment every Thing for the
Celebration of our Marriage.

The Widow, as.the had agreed upon
with the Protector, withed me Joy upon
the Importance of myConqueft, and upon
the thining Figure that I fhould make
in the World, when I was the happy

N 3 Parmer
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Partner of fo rich a Firancier, who not
three Days before had refufed for my
Sake 2 Woman of Quality, who had been
propofed: to him.  She afterwards advif-
ed me to footh him in every Thing, and
told me, as the was going, that on her
Side the would ufe her utmoft Efforts to
engage him to terminate immediately
an Affair of fo much Impartance to me.
I faw plainly, after this Converfation,
thar I drew "'near the Conclufion of the
Play, and that by Confequence I muft,
without Delay, think of fome Expedi-
ent that might deliver me from the Em-
barrafs I was in.  For, in fine, I repre-
{ented to myfelf, that if I had the Te-
merity to carry Things to the laft Ex-
tremity, the Prote¢tor might revenge
himfelf cruelly for the Deceit that 1 had
put upon him.

To deliver myfelf from this Fear,
which feemed but too well founded, I
refle¢ted Day and Night in what manner
I could efcape from the Convent ; ta this
end I examined all the Windows and all
the Walls of the Houfe, but my Exami-
nation concluded only in making me
lofe all Hopes of efcaping. I was in

this
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this difagreeable Situation when we re-
ceived 2 new Penfioner. She was a
young Woman turn’d of Twenty, who
would not have been received, but that
her Mother was related to the Superior.
In that Houfe they would not accept of
any of thofe young Perfons, who have
no other Vocation for a Retreat than the
abfolute Will of their Parents, and who
often feclude them from the World on-
IY to place their ftaggering Virtue be-
hind a Rampart of Bolts and Grates.

Our gew Companion was named Ca-
milla , chnt into her Apartment as it
was furnithing, and I entered into the
Converfation fthe was in with two or three
others of the Penfioners. I informed
them of a Letter I had received, and by
which [ was told, that in four Days |
fhould ¢ taleen from the Convent to te
marriecd. As I told them this News
with a melancholiy Look, they could
not forbecar faying to me with a Smile,
that it they were in my Place, and re-
ceived fuch a Letter, it would be no
Affliction to them, Camilla made me
feveral Queftons upon my Departure ;

the alked me, if my Furniture was to be
N 4 fctched
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fetched in a Cart, or by a Porter, and
in what Street I was to live.

She had her Reafons for queftioning
me thus: My dear, faid the to me one
Fven mg,.taking me by the Arm as we
¢eme from Prayers, I have fomething
of the greateft Confequence to commu-
Llcate to you. Don’t fall afleep {o {foon
as ufua!, that you may open your Door
to me, or rat}xr don’t fthutit. I was
In no Dawer of falling afieep, nor even
of cowy to Bed, 1 was too much in

(0 to LNow whaf {(he had t(;)%y to me,
and termenting my Head to €ivine 1,
Does fhe defign, faid I, to chivge me with
{ome Letter of Gallantry, or has not fhe
fome Sufpicion of my Sex? Thefe gay
Creatures that know the World have
Lyes much more penetrating than the
“yood Religieufes.  Camilla furprized me
as I was 1 this laft Thought, and em-
braced me with a Tranfport, which 1
imagined too violent to be beftowed up-
on ong of the fame Sex.

My Repofe and the Happinefs of my
sze arc in your Hands, faid the to me:
mudt quit this Houfe, which is to me

the
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the dreadfulleft of Captivities, I fhall per-
haps never find fo favourable an Oppor-
tunity as you may procure me, if you
are as much difpofed to do me a Plea-
fure as I fhould be to oblige you in the
fame Conjuncture. I promifed her to
do any thing for her that depended upon
me; and upon that, having defired me
to liften to her with Attention, fhe re-
fumed her Difcourfe in the following
manner :

You cannot be ignorant how difagree-
able it is to a young Perfon, to have aMo-
ther who imagines herfelf ftill handfome,
who endeavours to pafs for young, and
is, in fhort, a compleat Coquette. This
is a Misfortune that I have felt in all its
Circumftances. You faw this young and
handfome Mother the Day that the came
to deliver me up to the Superior, to free’
herfelf from a difagreeable Rival ; if you
obferved her, you muft confcfs that the
is much in the wrong to pretend to be
agreeable, Could you think, that at
her Age, and with her mean Look, fhe
could imagine that fhé has Reafon to
complain when fhe has not three or four

Adorers at her Toil:t? and would‘}'cu
N 5 baieve
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believe that fhe never wants idle People
who are willing to act that foolith Part?
This is becaufe, fince the Death of my
Father, fhe enjoys a large Revenue,
which fbe employs in entertaining them.
She keeps an elegant Table, and plays
high; 1s it poffible then that the can
ever want the Men ?

During three or four Years, purfued
fhe, whilft this beauteous Mamma fear-
ed me lefs than fhe did her Woman,
whofe Place I fupplied at her Toilet, I
was athamed to hear the ftupid Things
that were faid to her by thofe Adorers of
the Charms of her Table. How many
wretched Compliments did they make
her fwallow like Neétar and Ambrofia !
Self-Love muft render a Coquet fenfe-
lefs, or fhe would be eonicious of the
Affront of fuch grofs, ill-placed Flat-
tery. If any of thefe Gentlemen, who
had a better Tafte or lefs Diffimulation
than the reft, attempted to addrefs the
leaft obliging Speech to me, I was a
‘Week before Tappeared again at Table 5
my Mother banifhed me from her
Sight by the Title of a little Girl; fhe
would willingly have whipped me before

the
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the whole Warld, the better to perfwade
them that I was but a Child.

As foon as T perceived the Caufe of
this Ill-treatment that I received from
her, I refolved, in order to revenge my-
felf, to take upon my Account the Affi-
duities of fome young People, whofe
-Eyes explained themfelves to mine with
great Energy. I made them remark
that I underftood them, by applauding
them with a Smile, when they feafoned
with fome ironical Gefture the Praifes
they lavithed upon my Mother, or when
they hinted to me, by fome Sign, that
the gallant Things they faid to her were
addreffed to me.

A young Count, extremely hand-
fome, declared to me by feveral Letters
equally paffionate and fprightly, thatI
had infpired him with a violent Love.
I yielded to the Pleafure of believing
him fincere, and the Pride of taking
him from a jealous Mother. As foon
as our Intelligence was formed, the
Count, to render it more fecret, aﬁ'e&ed
to appear more affiduous to my Rival

than he had ever been before. She w?s
o
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fo charmed with it, that fixing her
whole Attention upon him’ alone, fhe
chofe him for the Depofitory of her
Secrets.  About a Month ago, the made
him a Confidante of the Defign the
had to put me in a Convent, fince I re-
fufed wn Offer that was too good for
me. This Offer was an old Fool of
a Relation, whom I detefted. She re-
peated to me inceflantly, that he loved
me to Diftraction, and that he demand-
ed nothing with me ; as if I had given
nothing to an old Wretch, when I had
facrificed my Youth and Beauty to him.

If the Count was ftunn’d with the
Proje&t that my Mother had formed of
thutting me up in a Monaftery, what
became of him when fthe added, that
to prove the Efteem and Affection fhe
had conceived for him, fhe had refolved
to offer him her Hand, with thofe Ad-
vantages that would render his®Fate
worthy of Envy? In the Confufion that
this Difcourfe threw him into, he was
vory near difcovering his Sentiments
however, he h.1 the Strength to con-
{irain binfelf, and meeting me by acci-
dent alene, he whifpered to me : Every

' thing
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thing is difpofing for a double Marriage
to be celebrated fpeedily, I to your Mo-
ther, and you to.a Convent. '

In effect, twoDays after I was brought
to this Houfe. The Count, who can-
not now be ignorant of it, is doubtlefs
in Defpair. He is paffionate, he has
‘been with my Mother, and I doubt not
in the leaft, but he has fpoke to her in
very unreferved Terms.  All this muft
fall upon me. She came this Morning
with a furious Air to the Convent, to
give her Orders that I fhould not be
fuffered to fee any Body that came.
This Comrhand, which cuts off all Com-
munication between the Count and me,
prevents us from taking Meafures for our
meeting again. I am fatisfied that he
refolves to carry me off'; but I know
not by what Methods he can pretend to
fucceed in it. On my Side, I alfo ex-
ercife my Imagination upon the fame
Subject ; and if I do not deceive myfelf,
you may aflift me to leave this Place
without Difturbance.

I promifed Comilla to contribute to

her Evafion, provided fhe would give
me
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me her Word that in return fhe would
lend me her Affiftance to free me from
the Hands of thofe who were to fetch
me from the Convent. I only made a
Myftery of my Sex, not thinking it
proper then to difcover it to her. She
appeared tranfported to find me in the
fame Difpofition with herfelf. Well
then, faid I to her, let me know what
Service you expet from me. I have
imagined, replied fhe, that the Day of
your leaving this Houfe may become
the laft of my Slavery. You fee this
Nich, added fhe, pointing to a {mall
Mahogony Cheft, which amongft other
little Effeéts had been bought to furnith
my Chamber, I will fhut myfelf up in
it the Day that you remove, you fhalt
let me be carried to the Place where you
are to be conduéted, and from thence I
will efcape to the Count.

T applauded this marvellous Inven-
tion, not being of an Age to remark
the Extravagance of it, and we agreed
to attempt the Adventure. This Stra-
tagem however was not made ule of,
and my Affairs in a Moment changed
their Appearance. My Widow came

the
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the next Day to fee me, and appeared
in fuch Emotion, that I eafily judged
the had fomething extraordinary to in-
form me of. I was not miftaken in my
Conjecture : My dear Child, faid fhe
to me, what I have to declare to you
will furprize you extremely. Your Pro-
tetor was arrefted Yefterday in the
Evening in the King’s Name, and con-
veyed to the Baftile. 1 know not what
Crime he s guilty of ; but it is faid
ke is a loft Man. However that may
be, I come to affure you that I will not
abandon you. I will be a Mother to
you, and give you continual Marks of
the Friendfhip I have for you. I fhall
come To-morrow to pay your Penfion,
and to fetch you from hence, and carry
you home with me, where we may live
peaceably together, till we fee whether
your Prote€or can retrieve his Affairs,
as it is poffible he may do, notwithftand-
ing what is faid.

This News gave me a fecret Joy.
T was tranfported to find myfelf difem-
barraffed for ever from my Financier,
and being perfwaded that I could efcape

when I pleafed from the Widow, I ac-
cepted
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cepted the Afylum which fhe prefented
to me fo very generoufly, as I imagined.
Before the came to fetch me, I had ano-
ther Converfation with Camilla, whom I
informed of the Change that had hap-
pened in my Affairs, by the happy Mif-
fortune of the Financier. She made
me her Compliments upon it, and told
me, that on her Side the had received a
Letter from the Count ; he got it con-
veyed to me, added fhe, by a Servant
whom he gained, and who alone has
the Permiflion of fpeaking to me from
my Mother. He fends me Word that
he has formed a Projet for my Efcape,
which he thall communicate to me fhort-
Iy, and the Succefs of which he aflures
me is infallible,

I teftified toc Camills, in my Turn,
the Share I took in the Hopes that her
Lover gave her of fnatching her foon
from a Retreat that was fo difpleafing
to her. After which, having-embraced
each other feveral times, we parted,
each taken up with her own little Af-
fairs. At length the Widow came ac-
cording to her Promife to pay my Pen-
fion, and fetch away my {mall Effects,

and
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and having taken me with her into a Ca-
rofe de Kernife, fhe carried me to her
Houfe, where I fupp’d with a well-
drefs’d elderly Man, There was alfo at
Table a young Lady who boarded with
the Widow, and for whom the old Man
feemed to exprefs great Affection. He
had an Air of Gallantry and good Breed-
ing, which notwithftanding his Age ren-
dered him paflable. Between Eleven
and Twelve he withdrew. When he
was retired, the Widow faid to me,
My dear Child, I fhare my Bed with
my Boarder. I defire you for this Night
only to lye with AMarianne ; To-mor-
row I will have the Bed put up for you
that you had in the Convent.

Mariannewas aChamber-maid, whom
the Widow had lately taken into her Ser-
vice, with a modeit Behaviour, a pru-
dent and referved Air; fhe had Youth
and Wit, and did not want for Beauty.
We paffed a Part of the Night in con-
verfing about the Convent I had been
in. Whiltt I related to her the innocent
‘Manner in which I lived there, fhe figh’d
feveral times, and told me, it would have

been happy for me if I had been t{];?lrf
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ftill.  She repeated this fo often to me,
that I had the Curiofity at laft to atk
her the Reafon of it, not comprehend-
ing why fhe pity’d me for being in the
World. It is, replied fhe, becaufe you
will be employed here very differently.
If I durft tell you all that I think there-
upon, you would fee it is not without
Caufe that I deplore your Fate. For
Heaven’s Sake fpeak more clearly to
me, faid I to her, you terrify me.

Promife me then, replied fhe, that
you will keep my Secret, and I will con-
ceal nothing from you. I protefted to
her that the might depend upon my
Difcretion. 'Well then, faid fhe, know
that you are here in a Houfe where your
Jnnocence runs the greateft of Hazards,
out of Compaffion I am willing to ad-
vertife you of it. The Lady whom
you have feen is the Miftrefs of the old
Maltotier *, with whom you fupp’d.
He comes to fee her almoft every Night,
and Madam fhares with her in the Pro-
fits of her Gallantry. Don’t imagine
that you was taken out of the Convent

with
¥ Maltotier 33 one who farms the Taxes, or
otber Parts of the Revenue.
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with any other View than that of pre-
curing you fome other rich Gallant in
the Place of the Financier, who has been
put into the Baftile, and who was upon
the Point of deceiving you by a falfe
Marriage. 1 have been informed of all
this by the Cook, who loves me. I
am fearching out privately for another
Service, not being of a Humour to be
in the leaft pleafed with this.

I returned my Thanks to Marianne
for having inftructed me in all thefe Par-
ticularities, and out of Gratitude I dif-
covered my Sex to her. This Confi-
dence gave her Pleafure, and feeing me
free from the Danger fhe had dreaded for
me, willingly lent her Affiftance to the
Defign I had of changing my Petti-
coats into Breeches. I have, faid fhe
to me, a Brother who is a Broker, To-
morrow early I will go and inftrut him.
I will return immegiately here to take
you, and I will conduét you to him,
where I will leave you. 1 defire no
more of you, replied I'; as foon as I
am at your Brother’s I fhall think my-

felf at the Height of all my Withes. A
Broker
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Broker, at this inftant, is the moft ne-
ceflary Man upon-Earth to me.

The next Morning, in thort, Marianne
went out at the Break of Day, and after
having explained the Myftery to her Bro-
ther, came to me again in a Hackney-
Coach, which the ordered to ftop at the
Widow’s Door. During that Time I
made a Packet of my Cloaths and my
Linnen, which AMarianne and 1 taking
with us in the Coach, we drove to the
Houfe of the Broker, where I was foon
metamorphos’d into a Boy. All my
female Equipage, fome Part of which
was magnificent, were fold upon the
Spot, and with the Money that arofe
from them I was very handfom]y‘ equip-
ed as a Man from Head to Fcot. How
pleafed was T with myfelf, in this long-
wifh’d-for Form! A new Knight of
Maltha is not more vain of- his Crofs,
nor a new Bifthop of his Mitre, than I
was of my Breeches. At length I de-
parted from the Broker’s, who having
himfelf hired me ready-furnith’d Lodg-
ings, conducted me to them, and re-
commended me ftrongly to the Hoft.

Behold



the Chevalier de Beauchene. 28¢

Behold me now at fixteen, abandon-
ed to my own Conduét, and poffefling,
for my whole Eftate, a compleat Suit,
with a-few Shirts, and about twenty
Piftoles, which I had received from the
Financier during my Refidence in the
Convent. My Hoft informed me of a
Tavern, where, without being at much
Expence, I might eat tollerably well. I
went there conftantly to Dinner and Sup-
per, and I obferved that nobody came
there that was not very well dreffed.
Youg People very eafily make Acquain-
tances; amongft the reft I got an Inti-
macy with a Cavalier of an agreeable
Figure, older than myfelf by feveral
Years, and the Devil of a Petit Maitre,
which was exaltly to my Tafte. He
was called Monfieur the Marquifs, and
was in reality a Man of Condition,

In the mean Time, by living at the
~ ‘Tavern, and wandering about in Paris,
my Finances funk vifibly, and reprefent-
ing to myfelf almoft every Hour the
Embarrafs I fhould be in when I had
exhaufted my laft Piftole, I appeared
fometimes fo melancholly and thought-
fal, that the Marquifs perceived I, ﬂing
afke



286  The Adventures of

afked me the Occafion of it. . I did not
conceal it from him, and I confeffed to
him that I thould have great Obligations
to any Man who would procure me a
good Place in an Office. I can do your
Bufinefs, faid the Marquifs to me; I
“know a Partifan™* to whom I will {peak
of you, and I am certain that, out of
Confideration for me, he will do you
Service.

The Marquifs did not boaft of an In-
tereft which he had not ; he writ in my
Favour to one who wifhed to be thought
of " his Family, and who was interefted
in three or four different Companies, and
the Word of my dear Coufin, repeated
in three or four Places of the Letter,
did Wonders. As I was the Bearer of
the Note, the Partifan received me gra-
cioufly, contrary to the Cuftom of thofe
Gentlemen, who give their Clerks a
very magifterial Reception, and he had
no fooner feen my Writing than he ap-
pointed me to be under him, tellin
me, that he would form my Hand ang
my Mind himfelf.

He

* Partifan is the fame as Maliotier.
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He entesed me immediately iato the
common Affairs, fo that in about fix
Months he trufted the Care of them
wholly to me. In regard to what he
called the King’s Affars he was more
referved.  Thefe were Secrets to all but
thofe interefted in them. Sometimes
when I came home I brought him Com-
pliments from his Coufin the Marquifs,
tho’ I had not feen him, he having
ceafed to keep up a Commerce with
me. This put him into fo good a Hu-
mour, that he run out into Difcourfes
without End. In thefe Overflowings of
his Heart he ufed to initiate me into the
fecret Myfteries of his Profeffion. By
his Account an Affair was not extraor-
dinary when it brought in only Cenz. per
Cent.

If I had been lefs ufeful to him he
might have placed me where I might
have made my Fortune ; but unfortu-
nately for me, he had accuftomed him-
felf to meddle only with great Affairs,
and abandoned the fmall ones to my
Care. How many Pofts did I fee him
give to People he fcarce knew ; he was

? igi that he did a Service to
fo obliging, whoever
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whoever was prefented to him, and fo
difinterefted, that he declared he would
neither receive Money nor Prefents from
any Perfon, faying, that he was well fa-
tisfied with being able to do his Duty.
His Lady, indeed, interpreted this Duty
in-her own Manner, and made a proper
Ufe of every thing ; according to the
Places where the Clerks were fent,
whom her Hufband procured Employ-
ments for, fhe defired them to perform
Commiffions for her, which produced
Plenty and Abundance in her Family,
and the poor Commiffioners, out of
Gratitude and out of Timidity, never
prefumed to fpeak of what they had laid
out.

As foon as the knew the Place where
thefe young Bloodfuckers went to learn
their Trade of opprefling the People,
the immediately informed herfelf of the
Commerce of the Place, and what the
Ground or the Induftry of the Inhabi-
tants produced ; Wine, Cyder, Sweet-
meats, Game, Butter, and Cheefes of
all Sorts were thower’d into the Houfe
continually. But the Ignorance of a
new-made Clerk difordered all this Ma-

nage-
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nagement of the Lady’s., A young,
Man had obtained a Poft at Sz, Valery,
in Picardy ; the Patronefs knew that not
far from thence they made very celebrat-
ed dry Bifcuits, which were known by the
Name of Bifcuits of Abbeville, the writ
immediately to the young Man, to de-
fire him to fend her a Box of them, tell-
ing him, that her Hufband loved them
exceflively, and defigned to make fome
Prefents of them. You will let me
know the Price,. added fhe, in her Let-
ter, that it may be returned y~u imme-
diately. :

The too punétual Clerk fent the if-
cuits, and let her know that the Price
was ten Piftoles,. which he would pay
the Dealer as foon as he had ~ceived
the Money from her, either by a Bill of
‘Exchange, or as fhe thought proper.
This Anfwer difpleas’d the Lady, who
termed it ‘Stupidity and Ingratitude, and
to teach this Novice what the Pigmies
of the Finances owe to thofe interefted
in the Affairs of the King, fhe got him
immediately recalled, and his Place was

iven to another. This unfortunate
Clerk, who had only had a View of the
Vou. L. o Land
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Land of Plenty from the Mountain, not
having had Time to repair his Fault,
could not pay the Bifcurt-Maker ; but
he deliver’d him the Letter by which he
had been commiffion’d to buy them,
and inftruted him of the Name and
Habitation of the Maltotier at Paris.
T he Bifcuit-Maker departs for that City,
addrefles himfelf directly to the Parsi-
fan, and demands the Payment of his
Bifcuits. The Financier fets him at De-
fiance, and even calls him a Rogue.
What does the Dealer? He proves the
fending of the Box addrefled to the Par-
¢ifan, and its being received in his Name,
In fine, he makes fo many Enquiries,
that he difcovers the very Shop where
ten Piftoles were paid down to the Mal-
Jotier’s Lady for the individual Bifcuits.

This was the Rock upon which firuck
that Reputation of Generofity which the
Financier had acquired, and the malici-
ous World believed him'an Accomplice -
in the Behaviour of his Wife, What
was ftill more vexatious for him was,
that inftead of paying the Dealer to
avoid all Difturbance, he'let himfelf be
fued for it, and gave all Paris an Amufe-

ment
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ment at his Expence 3 for he could not
appear in the Streets, without hearing the
Boys call after him Bifcuits of Abbe-
Ville. ‘

He bought at that Time * a Country
Houfe near Paris, where he refided al-
moft continually, with his Wife and his
Daughter, as if they had been afraid to
fhew themfelves in that City fince the
Hiftory of the Bifcuits. During his Ab-
fence I was charged with the Care of his
Affairs, and he had an entire Confidence
in me. On my Side, being more fre-
quently in a Fencing-School or the pub-
Iick Walks than in my Office, I was oblig-
ed to lay the Burthen upon my Deputy
Clerk ; a Clerk, who indeed began to en-
ter into fome of the Funétions of one,
but without ceafing to ferve us at Table,
and to exercife at Leifure Hours the Pott
of a Footman, till another fhould come
to relieve him.  How many rich Finan-
ciers: have made their firft Efiay in the

{fame manner!

We went, my Companion and my-

felf, every Saturday Evening into the
O3 Coun-

* 1688.
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Country, and returned early on Monday
Morning. We paffed all the Holidays
thus, not to fet on the Pot in two Places
without Neceflity. We were always
well received, becaufe there was no
Amufement nor Gaiety in the Houfe
but when we were there. As they did
not ftand upon Forms in the Country,
the Chamber-Maid and the Footman-
Clerk eat with us at the Mafter’s Table.
This by degrees render’d him lefs timid,
or rather more enterprizing; another in
his Place would have been fatisfied with
the Cook, or at moft only raifed his
Thoughts to the Chamber-Maid ; but
he, more ambitious, formed a Defign
of being the Favourite of the Daughter
of his Mafter, and acquired a legitimate
Right of ernriching himfelf at the Ex-
pence of the Publick, by being allied
to the Blood of an opulent Maltotier.

His Conqueft indeed would have been
more glorious if he had had any Rivals
to difpute it with, and that the Place he
had endeavoured to attack had been
more ftrongly fortified. The Financier
and his Spoufe, incapable of any other
Care than that of enriching themfelves,

Qr
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or elfe perfwaded that when a Woman
will not guard herfelf, it would be in
vain, like Aerifius, to be at the Expence
of a Tower of Brafs, left their Daughtcr
a defpotick Power over her own Charms.
*Tis true, the had fo fmall a Share of
them, that it feemed only ncceflary for
her to fhew herfelf, and her Perfon muft
have difgufted the moft cager Gallant.
As to me, I thought her {o redoubtable,
that I could only have a very barren
Gratitude for a thouland tender Kind-
‘neffes that fhe exprefled for me. When
I was at the Expence of faying fome
complaifant , Thing to her, which very
feldom happen’d to me, I got awuy
from her 1mmediately, that the might
not perccive the Viclence I had don¢ my-
felf in it.

She made fo many ufelefs Advances
to pleafe me, that at length fhe wus tir-
ed of atrempting it ; and taking up with
the ferviceable Clerk, who fhewed her
his Paffion plainly by his Looks, fhe
oppofid no Cloud to the Embraces of
this new ITvion. Whillt he, lefs delicate
than me, poflefled in Trarquility the
Favours I had difdained, Chance en-

O3 gaged
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gaged me in an Adventure very proper
to teach a Scholar in Gallantry the firft
Elements of Libertinifm,

I had contrived one Evening to dif-
guife myfelf in a Spanifh Drefs to go to
a Mafquerade. This Drefs fuited ex-
tremely well to the Finenefs of my Shape,
and I was {o perfwaded that I might
pafs for a very pretty Fellow, that I af-
fected not to put on my Mafque till I
was in the Bali-Room. As foon as I
zppeared there, fome Ladies began to
make Advances to me, Ireturn’d them,
and for a Novice in the World, I did
not play my Part ill; my firft Effay was
a Mafter-piece, I forced one of the
moft {fplendid Mafques in the Aflembly
to facrifice to the Spanifh Idol. This
was a Lady drefled like an Amazon, and
who had the Air of a Princefs ; the fix-
ed her Eyes upon me diretly, and as
fhe paffed by me preffed my Hand. [
judged that, but for fome Argus that
accompanied her, fhe would not per-
haps have ftopped there, and I refolved
to follow her without Referve. She
perceived it, and I thought I remarked
that fhe had an eager Defire to fpeak to

me,
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me, and I was not miftaken, Whilft a
Man who accompanied her was gone
to fetch fome Oranges and Bifcuits, the
approached me haftily, and told me
without any other Introduion, that if
I was difcreet and capable of an At-
tachment, I need only tcll her my Name,
-and my Adreffe, which I did not fail to
do with great Eagernefs. At the fame
Time I would have kiffed her Hand,
which fhe held out out to me ; but fhe
drew it back hattily, fearing, I prefume,
that her jealous Guardian might fee that
Action, and in a Moment after the dif-
appeared from the Ball-room.

It is impofiible to imagine with what
Impatience, and with what Agitation I
pafled the two following Days. [ durft
not go out for fear of not being at home
at the Arrival of the AMercury of my
Goddefs. I ftaid in my Ofhce tll it
was Play-time. Then I went to the
Play, or to the Opera, in hopes of meet-
ing there with the Perfon that I fought
for, as if I thould know her again when
I had only feen her in a Mafque. Tex-
amined all the Ladies who appeared in

the Boxes, and I imagined fometimes
04 that
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that amongft the Marchioneffes, and the
Dutchefles, I had found out the Nymph
who had feized upon my Heart. 1
hoped at leaft that by thewing myfelf
upon the Stage I fhould make her re-
mark me, and oblige her to deliver me
“from my Inquictude. However, not-
withftanding the good Opinion I had
of my own Ment, I could not help
thinking fometimes that my Amazon,
very different from that of Alexander,
perhaps only defigned to make a Ridi-
cule of the Spaniard, by forcing him to
figh for a Shadow.

I had been fix Days in this violent
Situation, when a good old Woman,
as early a Rifer, though not fo beauti-
ful, as the Goddefs Aurora, had -me
awakened to inform me that I muft fol-
low her where the had Orders to con-
duft me. I defired the old Woman to
give me Time to drefs myfelf, and
when that was done; behold us both
that Inftant in the Street. I would have
afked her fome Queftions relating to her
Miftrefs : Say nothing to me, Monfeur,
faid fhe, and fuffer me to go before
you. I obeyed, for fear of lofing, per-

: haps
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haps by my Indifcretion, a fhining For-
tune. By the Way, attentive to every
Step of my Conduétrefs, every time
that I faw her near a large Hotel, I
imagined fhe was going to enter there,
and I was conftantly miftaken. She
ftopped before a Houfe, which not agree-
ing with the Idea I had formed of my
Amazon, did not appear to me proper
to be her Refidence. I rather chofe to
believe, that it was a Floufe hired to re-
ceive me more fecretly. It was never-
thelefs there that fhe ufually inhabited,
and the Magnificence that reigned with-
in, foon made e forget the mean Ap-
pearance it had without.

I croffed through three or four Anti-
rooms of an Apartment magnificently
furnithed ; from whence I pafied into
one where the Cloth was ftill lzyed, and
a Confufion of Bottles and Glaffes made
me judge that the Night had been paf-
fed at Table. - From thence I was in-
troduced into a Cabinet, where I en-
tered trembling . but my Embarrals was
fufficiently juftified by the Novelty of
my ating the Part of a Favounte ot
the Lady’s. My Princefs judging, by

(O my
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my timid and confufed Look, that I
ftood in need of being taught to know
the World, was fo good as to be will-
ing herfelf to take the Trouble of put-
ting the finithing Stroke to my Educa-
tion. At our parting we agreed upon
the Day when we fhould meet again,
and fhe made me, in fpite of myfelf,
accept of the firlt Toy that fhe laid her
Hand upon, amongft a hundred that
were upon her Toilette ; it was a very
handfome Gold Snuff-box.

I became -generous in my Tarn, I
gave two Crowns to the old Woman
who had conduéted me thither ; and
for my Money I learned from her, that
her Miftrefs, to whom I had not dared
to exprefs the leaft Curiofity,, had been
an Adltrefs; that after having fhined for
fome Time upon the Stage, the had
retired, and very prudently fatisfied her-
felf with ruining a rich Dupe who load-
ed her with Prefents ; that this Gallant
had pafled the Night with her, with two-
of his Friends, and that they had been
obliged to carry them all three from the
‘Table to their Coaches.

I was
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I was obliged to fink a little from
the high Ideas I had conceived of my
Heroine. I might indeed, by the Man-
ner only in which the had fketched out
this Intrigue, have guefs’d rightly at
her Condition ; but there are fo many
Women of Diftintion, who outdo even
thefe Princefles in a Debauch, that the
Thing was very equivocal. If I loft
on the Side of Honour, I was well made
amends for it by the Pleafure of being be-
loved by a Woman extremely amiable,
and in high vogue. Befides this, the fa-
crificed to me an illuftrious Rival, a high
and mighty Lord, with whom I was
not a little proud of contraéting fuch a
Confanguinity.

The Day that we had chofe for our
fecond Interview, pafled very agreeably.
I returned to my Office with a Gold
Repeating Watch, which I again could
not excufe myfelf from accepting. It
was the fame in all the other Vifits that
I made to this generous Coquet. She
always forced me to receive fome Pre-
fent from her, and among the reft a

Ring, valued at a thoufand Crzmréi,
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Which ten or twelve Years after I gave
my Wife as a Marriage Prefent.

*¥ In a Commerce of four or five
Months, carried on in-this Peru, I en-
creafed my Finances fo much, that I
began to think I did my Maltetier a
great deal of Honour in condefcending
to ftay with him. Though almeft all
his Bufinefs paffed through my Hands,
he could not fufpeét me of having en-
riched myfelf in his Houfe, finces pro-
perly fpeaking, I had the Diretion of
nothing but the Paper and the Ink-bot-
tle ; it was however from this Houfe, I
thought I could reither expect good nor
harm, that the Storm rofe which over-
turned my rifing Fortune, and like a
‘Whirlwind tranfported me into a Fo-
reign Land, as I am going to relate to
you.

The Intrigue of the officious Clerk,
my Deputy Brother, with the Daughter
of his Mafter, though conduted very
fecretly, became every Day more diffi-
cult to be concealed, and you will eafily
unagine why. The Shape of the dear

' ' Creature
* 168q.
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‘Creature increafed vifibly. The Mother
perceived it, and advertifed her Huf-
band. They both held a Counfel there-
upon, and fliding one Night into the
Chamber of their Daughter, whilit the
flept, they difcovered what they fought
for. Poor, and miferable Califto, what
a Confufion for thee to fee thy guilty
Plumpnefs expofed, not to the Eyes of
the fcrupulous Nymphs, but to thofe
of an incenfed Father and a furious Mo-
ther ¢

Upon the making this Difcovery, the
Father raifed his Voice, and addrefled
thefe Words to his Daughter in fo high
a Tone, that I heard them diftinétly in
my Chamber, which was only feparated
from that where this Scene pafled by a
fingle Partition. Wretch that thou art,
wilt thou then ruin us entirely ? Was nopt
the unhappy Affair of Abbeville enough :
Muft we again have the Vexation o
giving the World a freth Occafion to
laugh at our Expence? Thefe W ords
were followed by a Shower of Blows,
which the Mother poured upon the Deci
linquent, who finding herfelf wakenc

; 'y
thus difagreeably, cried out moft dfx:ﬁy'
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fully. The Financier, more pacifick than
his Wife, prevented her from continu-
ing to abufe her Daughter, and de-
manded by whom fhe had had the Weak-
nefs to let herfelf be feduced. She he-
fitated fome time before {the anfwered,
notwithftanding the Menaces they gave
her if fhe did not fpeak ; but whether
fhe was afraid that the Meannefs of her
Inclination would draw upon her the
Chaftifement that they threatned, or that
fhe was not forry toshave an Opportunity
of revenging herfelf for the Contempt
with which 1 had repaid a thoufand Ad-
vances fhe had made me, and that fhe
imagined they would oblige me to mar-
ry her, fhe had the Infolence to declare
that it was I who had triumphed over
her Virtye.

However aftonifhed T was at the Im-
pudence of this Accufation, I liftened
very attentively to the Remainder of a
Scene which began to be very intereft-
ing to me. I did not lofe one Word of
it. ‘The Hufband and the Wife were
very liberal to me in Epithets that
thewed their Refentment. They were
only embarraffed as to what kind of

‘ ' Ven-
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Vengeance they fhould fix upon : The
Wife talked of nothing butp knocking
out my Brains, and cudgelling me to
Death ; but the Maltotier, lefs hatty
and more political, was of Opinion, that
to deliver themfelves from fuch a Mon-
fter as their Daughter, it was proper to
force me to marry her, and then aban-
don us both to our evil Deftiny. If he
pretends, added he, to make the leaft
Refiftance to our Commands, he fhall
rot in a Dungeon.

The Hopes that the Accufatrix had,
that I fhould prefer the Poffeflion of
her, whatever Reafons I had to be dif-
fatisfied with it, before a perpetual Pri-
fon, corfoled her for the Blows that fhe
had received. She told me the next
Day, with an Air of Infolence, that it
was by my own Fault that fhe had been
reduced to the vexatious Neceflity of
employing a third Perfon to do me a
Service in fpite of myfelf'; that her Pa-
rents would never have confented to
marry us but for this happy Fault, which
an Excefs of Love for me had made her
guilty of. This might be true, and yet

fuch was my Ingratitude, that, without
think-
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thinking myfelf obliged to her for her
Favours, I very unpolitely took the Li-
berty of thrufting her by the Shoulders
out of my Office, where fhe had the
Affurance to come, and inferm meef
the Refolution her Father had taken to
unite our Deftinies.

The Moment after I had this Conver-
fation with her, I faw the Maltotier ap-
pear, who addrefled a long Difcourfe
to me, which he had prepared to exag-
gerate the Goodnefs of his giving up
his Daughter to an Adventu-er, inftead
of putting him in the Hands of Juftice,
to have him punifhed as a “ubcrner of
the Daughter of his Mafter. I anfwered
him very coldly, that he was miftaken

in me ; thatif bhis Duwvehoe had made
a falfe Step, I had r .cbeen the Occafion
of it; that I thov 5z Lor more proper

to extinguith any :.o.0 Defires than to
create them; and, in a word, that not
having been her Gallant, I would never
be her Hulband.

The difdainful Air with which I pro-
nounced thefe Words piqued the Mafzo-
tier, who, doing Violence to himfelf to,

conceal
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conceal the Fury that tranfported him,
faid to me as he left me: My little
- Monfieur, make your Reflections upon

what has been faid, and don’t force me
to convince you that I have ftill Credit
enough left to humble your Pride: 1
gave him an Anfwer, but he did not
hear it, that my Refolution was already
fixed, and that, very different from
thofe idle Fellows who loved to find
theirWork done to their Hands, I thould
make a Confcience of enjoying the Fruits
of my Neighbour’s Labour. '

The next Day the Financier afked me,
what was my Refolution upon that
which he had propofed to me. I told
him, that I could not take any other than
that of defiring him to provide himfelf
with a new Clerk, and to examine my
Books. This then, replied he, is the
Conclufion of your Reflections. Iam
forry for you. As he finifhed thefe
Words he quitted me to go and employ
his utmoft Power againft me, and to re-
venge himfelf for 2 Refufal, the Juftice
of which he was not fenfible of.

His



306  The Adventures of

His Endeavours were not fruitlefs : T
was arrefted two Days after in the Street
by a Troop of Archers, who feized
upon me in a Moment. It was in vain
to tell them I had no defign to make
the leaft Refiftance, they fhook and tofs’d
me the more, as every Shake made
fomething fall into their Hands, either
my Snuff-box, my Watch, or my Mo-
ney. They afterwards put me into a
Hackney Coach, and conveyed me to
the Chatelet. Before [ arrived there, I
took notice that I had ftill my Ring up-
on my Finger; happily for me my
Guards had not perceived it ; to pre-
ferve it from the Talons of thefe Birds
of Prey, who are licenfed Robbers, I
contrived with my Teeth to loofen it
out of the Collet, and I kept it in my
Mouth.

Doubtlefs, what had determined the
Maltotier to lodge me fo fpeedily in the
Chatelet, was, that he had heard there
was a large Convoy to depart immedi-
ately for Canada. In effet, T had not
the Chagrin of laying upon Straw ; for
that very Night 1 was taken out of Pri-

fon to be tranfported to Quebec, with
all
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all the honeft People who were then
fent to ftock that Colony. When I
found that I was to take this involuntary
Voyage for the Punithment of my Sins,
I took it in my Head to be refractory,
and to proteft that they were miftaken
in feizing upon me : They made a Jeft
of my Remonftrances, and I gamed
nothing but Blows by them," or rather
the Officers who conducted us were paid
for that Purpofe. I had been well re-
commended to them. T perceived that
when inftead of fuffering me to go on
Foot with a great Number of thofe who
like myfelf were going by force into Ca-
nada, they did me the Honour to put
me amongft the People of Diftin¢tion,
I mean amongft thofe who went this
Journey in an Equipage. They granted
me a Place in a Waggon, where two
redoubtable Archers, armed with Car-
bines, occupied each End, and kept us
in Awe.

The End of the Tuirp Book, and
of the F1rsT VOLUME,



