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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE following Charge was written,and deliveredto

the Clergy of the middle and fouthern diftriéts

of this Diocefs,in June, 1803,at Halifax, whilft the I'rea-

ty of Peace with France,concluded at Amiens,{ublifted.

It was again delivered to the Clergy of the weftern

parts of the Diocefs, the fucceeding Augufl, at Anna-

polis. In theintervening fpace between thofe pericds,

intelligence arrived in this country, that the war with
France was renewed.

In thefe awful times of apoftacy and danger, I
conceived it was my duty to raile my warning
voice, and bear teftimony againit the flagitious prin-
ciples which had lately produced fuch accumulated
mifery throughout the world, which are ftill exift-
ing, and f{ilently {preading, and whofe aim is to
deftroy all Religion, real Liberty, order and regu-
lar Government ; alfo againft the religious delufi-
ons, by which great numbers among us are mifled,
and their falvation endangered. My fentiments on
-thefe points were communicated to my Reverend and
worthy Brethren, in the following Charge. When it
was delivered at Annapolis, the account of a change in
our relative lituation with refpect to France, having
reached us, it was neceflary to draw up anew Intro-
dudtion, adapted to that change ; but the Charge is now
printed as firft writtén, and delivered at Halifax. Thig
notice will accouut for the fceming contrariety be-
tween the ftate of the times and the contents of the
Charge ; the latter recognifes the return of Peace, al-
though we arc now aciually at war.  But the fenti-

menis
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ments are not lefs apolicable to our prefent, than to
cur late, tuation. It was therefore judzed expedient
to retain them, with the original Introduction.

Tur War in which we are now invalved, may be
faid to be a convinvance of the former. For the thort
tnrermifiion was employed in hoftile meafures by our
buplacable enemy ; and feems to have been intended
by bimn for no other purpofe than to increale his
ftrenzth, arrange bis infidious plans, and then puriue
tie war with more vizour, and to our utter ruin.
¢ He p e o1 peace to his neighbours, but mifchief was
in his heart—\W laoomgd for peace, and when we
{poketo Lim thereof, he madekimn fc;f recadytobattle.”
Having nearly exhaufted alltheplunder withinhisreach,
and tyrannifed over every weuaker neighbouring State
onthe Continent; he now turns his cyes to Britain,
and  menaces wnn Invalion that happy Land, where
he withes to fatiate his avarice, his revenge, and
tineinating crudity 5 becaufe Britain has prefumed to
check the carecr of his ambition, and to prevent her
own Jefirudlion | That this Incendiary whofe deeds
“rarine, perfidy, and Blood have been witnefled in
ree uarters of the Clobe, 1&; a common difturber of
the cartly, a fcourge in the hand of Providence to
chafliic a degencrate world, wﬂl admit of no doubt.
Nor let any one be furprifed, or offended that fo mean
an inftrument thould be employed to inflié the Judo-
wments of Heaven on  guilty mortals.  ¥From the In-
Iotred Oracles of Truth welearn, that the worfl and
vilelt of 1ven,—mnoy, that the moft contemptible and
odious vermin—are ofien employed for the fame pur-
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pofe. Armed with a divine commiffen, the frogs,
the flies, the lice of Egypt, were fcarcely lefs defiruc-
tive to an idolatrous, hardened and impenitent peo-
ple, than were the hail and thunders of heaven, or the
overwhelming waves of the Red Sea.

ALL nature and its various powers, all created be-
ings, great and {mall, are in the hands, and at the
command of Almighty God. He can make any of
them inftruments of his juftice and difpleafure to pu-
nith offenders. Even the exorbitant ambition, the de-
ftructive fchemes of Tyrants, who occafionally ftart
up, big with purpofes of mifchief, and ftrut their hour
on the ftage of lite, are fubject to hiscontroul; and
are fo over-ruled, as to be uitimately fubfervient to
the wife, benevolerft defigns of his Providence ; and
thefe defigns comprehend, not only what relates to
Man in the {everal {tates and revolutions of this earih ;
but to his exiftence through eternity. To the Al
mighty therefore thould we fly in all times of danger;
efpecially at the prefent perilous conjuncture, and
take fanctuary under the thadow of his wings, until
this tyranny be overpaft; repofing our firm truft in
him for fuccour and deliverance. He has been plea-
{fed to confer many {ignal mercies and bleflings on us
during the late war. A grateful, lively fenfe, as well
asa due improvement of them, is now become our
indifpenfable duty—fuch a duty, that the faithful
difcharge of it, isthe chief ground on which we can
expect the blefling of Heaven, and a continuance of
former mercies.

Clermont, December 2, 1803,
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CHARGE, .

My REVEREND BRETHREN,

SEVERAL events have occurred fince we laft met
here, which are very interefting, and claim our
attention ; and to. which it may be proper for me in
the firft place to advert.

It hath pleafed the Sovereign Ruler of the univerfe,
and arbiter of human affairs, to call back the fword
from deftroying ; to put a ftop to the defolating rava-
ges of a War, hitherto unexampled in the annals of the
world ; unexampled both in its principle,in its ruinous
confequences to religion, focial order, and human hap-
pinefs ; as well as in the horrid cruelty and favage fe-
rocity which marked the charader and progrefs of
thofe who were 1ts real authors.

Ox our part,it was unqueftionably a war ofneceflity
and felf-prefervation ; to prevent the overthrow of our
Religion and Civil Conftitution, and ourfelves from
being . the victims of atheifim, anarchy,and lawlefs am-
bition. Thrqugh the blefling of God, thefc great ob-
jects have been attained. The evils and calamities
' which,
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which have overwhelmed other countries, have not
reached our Parent State, or its Colonies. Amidft that
wreck of empires, that difmen:berment and defolation
of fo many nations, which Europe prefents to our view;
Britoin, under the protection of Divine Providence,
has withftnod the thock of foreign and domeftic ene-
mics. Her Religion, her Laws, her Conftitution, have
efcaped the general ruin. Nay, farther.—She feems
to have been placed in a digrified fituation, as the dele-
gated inftrument of-Providence to arreft the progrefs
of anarchy and impiety, and to vindicate the caufe of
Religion, {focial order, and rcgulated Government
throughout this habitable earth.

AMONG the fiznal mercies of God to our nation,
there is one which calls for our peculiar and warmeft
gratitude.  Whilft fo many Sovereizns in Furope, du-
ring th~ late calamities, became viétims of the enfuriate
rage of Difidel confpiratora ;* our moft amiable and
beloved Sovercign has been preferved. It ought to be
confidered as a {pecial inftance of divine goodnefs, that
fo pious and virtuous a monarch fhould fi!] the Britth
Throne ut a period, cventful and hazardous heyond
exampl . The fame kind Providence wwhich gave Him
tobea fling to Llis own {ubjects, and evcntualh to

all mank 1 lm alfs been his fhield againft fecret con-
fpiracies, aud open violence : as w d: as zmainﬂ'\ the

comiton zccidents of lite. Vo Fis m{bnnu.ﬂlcd cha-
racter we may, without hchtatlon, attribute many of
the‘

#or < o
The Kings of France and Sweden, and an Emperor of Germany.
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the bleflings which we enjoy, and much of the fuccefs
with which it pleafed Providence to crown us during
the late war. His charaler is indeed chftmgulﬂled,
no lefs by warm, uniform piety, and attention to the
duties of Religion ; than by undeviating rectitude,
-anxicty for the welfare of His people, and the many
Princely virtues which fhed fo much luftre on His per-
{fon, and fecure to Him the love of His fubjedts, and of
mankind.

Our beloved Sovereign has given a recent inflance
of His fincere defire to promote Religion, and of His
paternal regard for the beft interefts oles fubjects in
this Province—I refer to the Charter which He has
been pleafed to grant to our Cohege. He beheld with
approbation the laudable exertions of His fubjects in
this Colony for the attainment of thofe benefits which
Hlow from a religious and liberal education. He con-
_deicended to enquire minutely into our circumflances;
and His benevolent mind difpofed him to adapt the
properremedy to our wants and {ituation. At an
carly itage of our progrefs, * He was gracioufly pleafed
% to declare His intention of granting to this College
¢ a Royal Charter ; and of making provifion for its

¢ fupport.”*  He directed that fums of money thould
from time to time, be appropriated towards the erecti-
on

* Thefe pqrtlcvlms are ftated: n letters on the fubjedt, now in my
poflefiion, from one of His Majeflv’s principal Secretaries of State, in the
vear 1789. The letters were written by the King’s exprefs command.
From thofe letters it appears, that Religious Inftrution, according to
the principles of the Church of England, and a fupply of worthy Clergy-
men for thefe Colonies, where the lea.dm'v objeés which iis iajefty had
in view, in pxomotmrz and founding this S»mmary
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on of a fuitable edifice ; and as foon as the interrupti-
ons occafioned by the late war, would admit of atten-
tion to fuch matters, He fully performed what was
intended.

He liftened to—*° the humble application made by
“ many of His loving fubjects in this Province, that He
“ would be pleafed to grant His Royal Charter for the
“ more perfe&teftablifhment of faid College—and duly
“ weighing the great utility and importance of fuch an
“ Inftitutton—for the education of youth in the prin-
¢ ciples of true Religion, and for their infiruction in
¢ different branches of learning and {cience : He con-
¢ defcended to their requeft, and granted the defired
“ Charter ;”** and with the Charter, was alfo pleafed
to grant a liberal endowment for carrying the defign
into execution. Thus provifion is made among us for
what may be juftly deemed the firmeft cement of fo-
ciety, the chief ornaments of our nature, and the prin-
cipal {fources of human happinefs ; namely, Religion
and Learning. Thefe are wifely joined together ; for
they anfwer thofe purpofes beft when united. Religi-
on, when fevered from learning, is too apt to degene-
rate inte Fanaticifm, or Superftition ; Learning with-
out the fear and love of God, on the other hand, fre-
quently throws afide the inflru@ions and reftraints of
divine truth ; and in that cafe, it{eldom fails of plung-
ing into the moft defiruétive errors and meafures 5 as
Europe at this day, from fad experience, can amply .
teftity.

THESE

* Roval Charter, Duted 13th May, 42d Grorcs 111 An. Dom. 180s.
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Tuese public mercies, to which many others might
be added, are unfpeakably great. They demand our
fincere thankfulnefs to Almighty God, who is the au-
thor of them. A lively fenfe of them fhould conftant-
ly dwell upon our minds. Our hearts thould glow
with every tender emotion of love, and gratitude, and
praife to that greateft and beft of Beings,—* even the
God who hath helped us ;”* who hath fignally interpo-
fed in our behalf, and ** loaded us with benefits.” And
to praife and thankfgiving we fhould join a devout
and ftri¢t conformity to his holy precepts ; which will
be the moft expreflive a& of gratitude and praife,
and redound moft to the glory of our great deliverer.

TaEesE {fentiments cannot be too earneftly inculcated,
nor too deeply imprefled on ourfclves and others ; for
few people ever had greater reafon to be thankful to
Heaven than we have. Inftead of lamenting our
country defolated, our laws fubverted, our Religion
overturned, with defpotifm and impiety ufurping their
place, which is the cafe of many millions at this day—
inftead of deploring an amiable Sovereign, fnatched
away by treachery, or compelled to form ignominious
and ruinous leagues with the blafphemers of God, and
enemies of human happinefs, as is the ftate of others
—inftead of weeping over our flaughtered friends and
relatives, cut off by the ruthlefs hand of cruelty, which
is the haplefs lot of many thoufands : Inftead of thefe,
I fay, the very reverfe in every particular, is, through
the blefling of Providence, our happy, our envied fitu-

ation, Jufily then may we adopt the words of the’
‘ Plalmift
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PhImift— Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
“unto thy name be the glory, for thy mercy and thy
“ truth’s fake—The Lord hath been mindful of us—
“ Put your truft in him therefore ; he is our helper
“and defender—We will blefs the Lord from this
“ time forth for evermore.”* And as the prefervation
of our beloved Sovercign is one principal caufe, as well
as fource of our gratitude to the Almighty ; and we
are commanded by the oracles of unerring truth, “ to
fear God and honour the King :”” Let us maniteft our
obedience to that commandment, with reipect to our
Sovereign, by unfhaken loyalty to His facred perfon ;
by every method that can evince our attachment and
fubmiflion toHis Government; by cur fervent prayers
for His prefervation, and that he may be long con-
tinued 2 blefling to His {fubjects.

TuE return ef Peace—if Peace it may be called—{e-
cures ws from the hoftile attempts of France ; it were
devoutly to be withed that we were equally fecure from
the influence of her principles, which are much more
dangerous. Thefe are calculated to tear afunder-the
bands of fociety, to unchain the worflt paflions of man,
and tolet Ioofe the human race to prey upon each other.
The French innovators, who allumed to themfelves the
title of Philofophers and Reformers, had adopted a fyftem
of boundlefs mifchief. The principles of this {yftem
were atheifm, infidelity, and democracy, nr the level
ling of all ranksin Society. Thefe principles, inftead
of affording any check or refiraint, ferved only to fH. -

mulate
» Pllm 1 £5.
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mulate the depraved appetites of man and held out
a gratification to each. They naturally extinguiflx
benevolence, humanity, and all the mild, tender, and
beft feelings of the human heart ; and plant ferocious
cupidity, unbounded ambition, and unrelenting cru-
elty in their place.

‘TaE authors of this flagitious {yftem were Praclical
Reformers.  “With the mottindefatigable induftry and
zeal they applied themicives to the propagation of
their principics for half a century. In that time they
found means to poifon the minds of all ranks, efpeciaily
thofe of the middle and lower orders of Society, in
their own miferable country; to fay notling of
their efforts and fuccefs to the fame purpoie in
foreign nations. When things were in this ftate, and
a4fit occalion offered, they brought their fyftem to
bear, and produced the French Revolution ; and that
Revolution is the beft practical commentary that can
pofiibly be given on their principles.

The Religion profefled and eftablifhed in France,
encumbered with fuperititious ceremonies, and degra-
ded with the idolatrous worthip of Images, of Saints
and of angels, was by no means calculated to cppofe
the torrent of atheifm. T'he Bible was a prohibited
book, and little known, to the Laity; their pravers
were put up inan unknown tongue, to mention ro
more particulars of this kind. In thefe circumitances,
we may eafily conceive that the portion of {found,
Chriftian knowledge which could be acquired by the
great mafs of the people, niuit be very flender. No

wonder
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wonder then that people in this Rtate, thould fall 4
prey to the flimfy {fophiftry of infidels. That fophift
try, which by a man who was well acquainted with
Holy Scripture, would be confidered asan infult upor
his underftanding, rather than a temptation to apo-
ftacy, would be fwallowed by them—they could nei-
ther unravel nor refift it. ;

And here it may be proper to take notice of a very
interefting point, which hasa near relation to this
fubject. Superttition and atheifm, however different
or even oppolite, they may appear on a fuperficial view;
vet, in fact, are clofely connected. So much fo, that they
often become alternately caufe and effect. Like other
extremes, they frequently meet and produce the very
fame confequences. Henceit was that about the com-
mencement of the Reformation, in the fixteenth
century, when the mercilefs Inquifition,fand the {word
of Perfecution had cut off, or filenced all who prefu-
med to offer any objeétion to the errors of the Church
of Rome ; Italy alone, the very feat of Papal Power
and influence, produced more Atheifts, and men who
were fulpected of Atheifm, than perhaps all the reft of
Europe.*

Wain Religion, inftead of promoting moral rec-
titude, internal holinefs, and a conformity to the laws

of

* See Rewmmanwt Hifforia Univers. Atheifmi et Atheornm. Se&:.
1. Cap. 4. Hildefie, 1725. 8vo.  Bruckert Hiforia Critica Phitgfo-
phiey, Vol IV, Lib, . Cap. 3.Lipfiz, 1744. 4to.” See alfo the authors
referred toby them : and to whom many others, were it neceffary, might
beadded. To the above purpole, Mr. CHILLINGWORTH, avery com-
petent juidse, afferts — Txpericice juftifies, that where and when Your
Religion (Popery) hath moft abfolutely commanded, there and thei
Athalm hath mo[{ abounded.” :

Proface to Char. maintained, No. 2.
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¢f God, evaporates in oftentatious ccremonies
and fuperftitious forms of devotion—when great zeal
is thewn for thefe ceremonies, and they divert the at-
tention of mankind from the real object of Chriftiani.
ty, which is to prepare us by holinefs here, for happi-
nefs hereafter—when the Minifters of Religion, inftead
of a guarded, pious, and exemplary conduct, exhibit
examples of diffolutenefs and abandoned profligacy—
when every fin has its appropriate price; and by pay-
ing that price for an Indulgence, a perfon is aflured of
its pardon—the precife ftate of Italy at that period :
A man who fees thefe things, who withes to fhake
off the reftraints of Religion which would check the
gratification of his paflions, and who is willing to con-
found Chriftianity with Superfition ; fuch a man—
and the world abounds with people of this caft—will
eafily flide into Atheifm. With the Foolin the Pfalms,
he will be ready to fay in his heart, * there is no God.”
On the other hand, when a man has plunged into the
fink of Atheifm, and into fiagrant crimes and vices to
which it neceffarily leads ; and his confcience is after-
wards awakened to a fenfe of his guilt ; the extreme
anguifh and diftrefs which he feels, will lead him to
take fanctuary in Superftition, as it opens, by a kind
of commutation, the readieft door to pardon, and to
a reconciliation with the offended Deity. Thus Athe-
ifm and Superftition mutually generate each other.
They are deviations alike from the light and teftimo-
ny of nature and reafon;* and from the light and

tefti-

* Hence Lord Bacon’s juft oblervation—% God never wrought mira-
¥ cles to convince (confute) Atheifoy, becaufe Lis uidinary works convince
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teftimony of God’s Revealed-truth. And whiift
they are thus nearly allied in their origin ; they coin-
cide in producing the fame effects on Society.

TrE number of Atheilts, whoie names are upon
record, has been comparatively fmall ; and we cannot
form a true eftimate of Atheifm and Infidelity, from
the character of a few individuals who were, or are,
thinly fecattered among the great mafs of the people.
In a Chriftian country, efpecially, the poifon of their
principles, whillt confined to a few,is counteradied,ina
great degree,by the ruling laws, principles,and manners
of theMajority. But when the profeflors of Atheifm and
Infidelity become numerous—when they are able to
feizethereignsofGovernment,dictatelaws,and plan pub-
lic meafures, as lately in France ; a very different {cene
is exhibited. Their principles then appear withoutany
difguife,inall their native deformity and turpitude,and
manifeft their deftruéive tendency. Thele principles
transformed a polithed people into a {et of favage, un-
feeling barbarians. By thefe the whole country was
changed into one great {laughter-houfe. To thefe
mufl be attributed the indifcriminate maflasre of men,

women,
i Iy on Atheifm. Had this great man lived to fee the French Re-
volution, he would not hazard the vemark in his Effay on Superjlition—
¢ that Atheifm never did perturb States.”’-~The truth is, that Atheifts
never were fuffisiently numerous at any period before the prefent,
to pertib States—they had it not in their power; for otherwife
their principles are neceffarily deftruétive to States, and Lubverfive of So-
erety wnd hynan happinefs. It has been the opinion of the beft inform.
e Land moft judicious in o, that a fociety of real Atheiits could not fubt,
—8ee a Sermon preachd }ujﬁrc’ the Unive ity of Coumlridge on Coaw
weneonzid Sundiay, 1793, by THortas Rennere, D. D, which contains

fome excellens fentiments” on she above {ublet, and cxpraticd vidi bus
whaal Ipiii and vigaour,

[
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women, and children, by hundreds and by thoufands
with all the plunder, brutal violence, and other enor-
mities, which took place in that devoted country; the
bare recital of which chills our blood, and fills us with
aftonithment and horror.

Nowr has Superftition been, in fa&, lefs pernicious to
the peace of Society, and happinefs of mankind. Com-
plaints of the dreadful effe@s produced by it, have
been loud and frequent.* I need not go far fora
proof that complaints of this kind were well founded.
Within our memory a melancholy inftance has occur-
red, which clearly evinces the truth of the polition—-
I refer to the Iaft rebellion in Ireland, in 1798 ; where
cruelties as enormous as thofe of France, though on
a more limited fcale, were deliberately perpetrated ;
and this, for the avowed purpofe of extirpating Tle-
retics 't Superftition ftimulated its deluded votaries,

in

* See PruTarcu’s Treatife of Superftion. Heatheniim was fproad
all over the earth ; and the Ritual of Heathen worthip wus, for the greai-
er part, a mafs of the groflelt and moft deteftuble Superttition ; as the
ancient Chrithan Apologiits, among many others, have incontettably
proved. 1 {hall give one inftance of this horrid Superftition.—Lhe Car-
thaginians were of Pheenician extraétion ; and worfhipped Chironus or
Satarn (the Moloch of Scriptare) with human facribces. The Vidlims
were Children, {tleéted from the noblelt famihies; but thele Lad been
withheld for fome vears, and the Children of Slives and of forciuners
were purchafed, and {nbftituted in their place.  When the Carthaginiass
were reduced to great exwemity in therr war with Agathocles, the 1y

“rant of Syracule in Sicily ; they imputed their misforunes to the difplea-
fure of Sarurn for defranding him of his proper Viftims. o appeals
their incenfed Deity, Two hundred Children of the nebleft famnlies e
Carthage were at once facrificed to Saturo ;and Tihree buadred perfurs
of high rank, voluntarily offered themfzi s Vidlims, that by thiair blood,
they might render him propiticus. _

Droporus Sicurus. Lib. XX.

1 See Sir RicHARD MUSGRAVE’s Alemoirs of drifly Releliions. Piint-
edat Dublin, 1801. 410, Sir Richard has produced many unquettion.ble
documents which prove what is here afferted. It would be panful @
tranfcribe them, or elfe T wuuld lay them be  the reuder,
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in the one cafe, to the fame horrid deeds, that athei{fm
did in the other ; and had either been well inftruéted
in the Holy Scriptures, it is probable that they would
have turned from thofe deeds with the fame abhor-
rence that we do.

For it would argue ftrong prejudice, or narrow-
nefs of mind, or ignorance of human nature, in any
onc that would afcribe thofe enormities, in either
cale, to any peculiar, or national malignity of charac-
ter. Iluman nature is nearly the fame in every clime
and aze fince the I'ill of Adam.  Man, when arrived
to maturity, is moftly the creature of education. Na-
ture furnithes his Powers ; education calls forth, cul-
tivates, and direéts thofe Powers.  The human charac-
ter is diverfified according to the moral and phyfical
circumftarces in which men are placed ; and to religi-
cus and moral cultare fhould be afcribed that differ-
crice, which is fo firongly marked, between the fero-
cious favage, and the enughtened, benevolent Chrif-
tien ;3 who has Cod before him in all Lis ways;
and who firictly obferves the holy Redeemer’s precept

—* doing to all men, as he would that tbey thould

“dounto him.”

Wit icipect to the rative Irith, who were exclu-
fively concerned in the late barbarities, and who pro-
fels the religion of Romwe, all who are well acquainted
vath their character, rauft be {fenfible that they are na-
turally a compatlionate, friendly, hot nitakle people ;
remarkably fixed and perfevering in their aits chments,

whetier thole attuchments bc well orill direéted.

When
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When guided by the impulfe of their natural feelings,
they will {hare their laft morfel with the hungry ; they
will readily rifk theirlives to fuccour a perfon in dif-
trefs : Yet under the malignant influence of fuperfliti-
on, they will, without remorfe, plunge a dagger into
the heart of that very perfon, if he {hould be what they
call a Heretic! The caufe of this ftrange inconfiftency
is not phyfical or, conflitutional ; but accidental and
moral. Degraded by a blind attachment to the errors
and fuperititions of the Church of Rome, out of which
they fuppofe there is no falvation ; and by alike at.
tachment to the Bifhop of Rome, whom they deem
infallible, a fort of God on earth: They think that
they are ferving the caufe of God and his truth by
thofe enormities. Exactly like Saul, before his conver-
fion, who, through a bigotted zcal for the Mofaic In-
ftitutions, breathed threatenings and flaughter againit
the innocent difciples of Chrift, perfecuted them from
city to city, and put them to death.

I fhall only obferve farther on this head, that I'anati-
cifin, when it is widely fpread, and has acquired power
‘bynumbers; juit like fuperftition, leads to infidelity and
atheifm, and is attended with the moit ruinous eifects
to fociety. Many proofs of this might be adduced :
but I fhall only refer 1o one, which is furnithed by our
own nation. In the great rebellion of the {oventeenth
century, when the Chiurch and Conftitution of Eng-
land were fubverted ; when an amiable, exemplary
Monarch was murdered, and a defpotic ufurper ftep-
ped into his place; Fanaticifin was one principu! {pring

]
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of thefe horrid proceedings—it was indeed the great
engine that was employed by the ufurper and his
partifans to accomplifh their dark purpofes. TFanati-
cifim, thus encouraged, fpread farand wide; it raged
without controul ; and matters came to fuch a ftate
at laft, that in the fanatical army, there were almoft
as many Preachers and Exhorters, as there were Ofti-
cers and Soldisrs.  Religious fanaticifm produced the
fame cfffls, with refpet to Charles I. that atheiftical
enthufiafm did, with refpect to Lewis X VI, and their
yofpedive kingdoms.  The confequence of thefe difor-
dets in England, was, that multitudes, particularly
Fepublicans, who faw the grofs hypocrify and crimes
which were practiled under the mafk of Religion, fell
¢!f to infidelity and atheifm.* T wifh it were in my
power to fay that Religion—Chriftian piety and prac-
iie—were even now entirely recovered from the
wound which they received at that period.

Trris brief detuil may ferve to evince what danger
arifes to {ociety and human happinefs from infidelity,
fuperlition andfanaticiim ; whatgrofs perverfions they
are of recfon ard divine Revelation ; and that it isnot
only the duty, but the trueit wifdom, as well as found-
eft policy of every people and nation, to guard, with
the mott vigilu tattention, againft their approach. Pro-
vidence has eaflt our lot inaperiod, wheretheir baneful
confequences have been fatally exemplified. The experi-
cuce, the witruction of uges, have been comprefled,asit
were,into thethordpacethatisciibroced byourmemory.

So

Rue the Jutvadudlon to DURNETT's HilL of bis owum times.
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So that we have only to open our eyes and fee ; we
need only liften to the report of recent, unqueftionable
falts to be convinced of our duty. We alfo learn
another wufeful leflon——a leflon indeed not unknown
before, to perfonswhowerewell informed—butaleffon
which God, in his wifdom and juitice, permits to be
often repeated for the infirudtion and chaftifement of
mankind—namely, that popular commotions, kindled
by defigning men, under the plaufible pretexts of great-
er liberty, or redrefs of grievances ; when they burit
the mounds of law, virtue and religion ; inftead of
bettering, only aggravate, the conditionof a people
~—their laft itate is much worfe than the firft.  They
only prepare the way for fome fuccefsful ufurper to
vault into the feat of power.

ArtEr all her impieties, crimes and fufferings, what
has France gained !—A tyrannical ufurper, of low ori-
gin, for her mafter ; a ufurper who rules by his
owu arbitrary will, and exerciles a defpotifm more
abfolute, galling and degrading than was ever exerci-
fed by any of the French Kings. Under the Monar-
chy, the yoke of the people might be heavy ; but he
has made it tenfold heavier. Formerly the people
might be chaftifed with whips ; but he chaitiics them
with Scorpions.*

THE principles which occafioned the French Revo-
lution, have produced a dreadful convullion in the
moral world. They undermine the foundation of all

virtue and regular government, as well as that of rati-
onal

* 1 Kings XII. 14.
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onal liberty ; whillt they deftroy the only {ources of
man’s confolation and happinefs here, and all hope
and profpe& of felicity ina future ftate of exiftence.
Such a fcourge, fuch a peft—for magnitude and 1na-
lignity—was never before let loofe by incenfed hea-
ven to chaftife a guilty world. There are few, if any,
countries in Furope, or that havea conneflion with
Yurope, which have not {everely felt its effects ; and
which muft not leck forward with dread for effeéts
ftill more fatal.

EvEex in our ration, where thofe horrid principles
met the rmeit reiiflance, and were melt fuccefifully
oppolfced 5 yet they found too many perfons that liflen-
cd to the emiffaries of ruin, who were employed in
dificmyinating them——too many abettors, who were
defirous of reducing them to practice, after the exam-
ple of Trance.  Through the blefling of God on the
cxertions of our beloved Sovereign——on the wifdom,
vigilance and vigour of His Counfels, and on the un-
paralleled bravery of Iis Fleets and Armies, their
progrefs was checked ; though not before the
moft alarming danger had threatened us.* But thofe
principles are fiilll in exiftence, and too much
cherithed. They are filently working, and fecretly
infeting with their venom, all who will harbour
them, and are rot influenced by a due fenfe of
duty to God, and to their fellow creatures. A recent
travfaction fully proves this, were further proof ne-
ceflary—the atrocious conipiracy againit 13is Majelty’s

Lacred

# e M

Srrinhe vy s perucalads alluded to.
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facred perfon!t A tranfadion which petrifics the
mind with horrer, and overwhelms it with aftonith-
ment. It thews, among many other arguments, that
the principles of France are more dangerous to us than
her arms—than her fleets and numerous armies. Her
fleets and armies have been often refifted and defeat-
ed; and if we do not refift and deftroy her princi-
ples in our country, they will infallibly deftrov us.
BuT in addrefling You, MvREVERENDDBRETHREN,
itis needlefs to enlarge on this {ubjec. I have been
too long acquainted with You to harbour any doubt
concerning the foundnefs ef Your principles ; or of
Your zeal in the caufe of God, of his truths, and the
falvation of your refpeltive flocks. Or concerning
your unfhaken Loyalty to our moft amiable Sovereign,
and attachment to our Civil Conftitution—a Confli-
tution which is the admiration of mankind. No other
fubjeéts on earth enjoy fuch liberty and privileges,
with fuch fecurity of perfon and property. In what
is farther to be added, I thall confine myfelfto afew
particulars which relate to the difcharge of your
Clerical duty, and which I very earncftly recommend
to your attention : Juft premifing, that as Religion is
the only effeétual antidote againft the poifon of the
Infidel and Levelling fyftem which now threatens the
world; fo, Religion, according to the principles of
the Church of England, being the pure, unadulterated
Gofpel of Chrift, is the beft prefervative againit Super-
ftition on the one hand, and againft Tranaticiim on
the other. I.

+ Col. Defpard’s confpiracy. He, with nine other confpirators, were
executed on Monday, February 21, 1803,
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1. Toe firft thing which I thall recommend, is the
diligent and regular Catechifing of Children, accord-
ing to the Rubrics and Canons of our Church; to the
obfervance of which You have fubfcribed.

In the primitive Church, there was no duty to
which more attention was paid, or that was more
firictly performed, than Catechifing. Wherever the
Religion of Chritt had taken root and flourifhed, Ca-
techumens formed a numerousclafs or rank in the
Church. They confifled either of the Children of
believing Farents, who had been baptifed in Infancy ;
or of Heathens, who withed to givein their names to
Chrift, and to be admitted to the glorious privileges
of his Gofpel.  Both were gradually inftrudted in the
truths and dutics of Chriftianity; to prepare the former

or Confirmation and the Lord’s Supper, the latter
for Baptifm.* Various Canons were made from time to
time, to tegulate the Dilcipline refpediing Catechu.
niens 3 and the laborious exertions of the Clergy in
this line, contribated greatly to confirm Believers
in the fledfaft profeflion ¢t their holy faith, and to
the converfion of Heathens. Our Reformers, as in

other

* Quid avtem aliud agit totum tempus quo Cotzcumenorum Jocum et
nomen tenent, vifi ut audiing que fides et qualis vita debezat efle Chriftia
avis? Utcum /i pf s proloverint, tune de menf3 Lomini manducent, et de
Cotie Libants D qui manducat inciyn jud,.cinm fili manducat et bis
bi,. Quodautem Lt per omre emypus qued 1 Fecleliu falubiiter confti-
totem eft utad nomen Chrifti accedentes Carecumeroiom giadus ace
cipiant : Hoc fit mulio diligentius et inflantius his dicbus quibus Compe-
tentes vocantur, cum ad percipiendum Baptifmum fua nomina jam dede-
rant. AveusT. De fide et sperilus. Cap. VI Opp. Tom. 1V. Lug-
dual. 1664. ¥ol. Concerning Catechumens in the primitive Church, fce
CAvE's proniiive Chiijlivnicy.  Pait I, Chap. VIIL Bincuan’s Chrif,
wlufiy. Book X, and Cdi dinad Bus& L Keius Litarg. Lib, 1, Cap, XVI,
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other matters, {o in this, followed the example of the
primitive Church ; which appears by the Catechifins
that were fet forth, particularly that in our Prayer
Book; and alfo by the number of ftrict injunétions
which were from time to time authoritatively given
for Catechifing ;* to fay nothing of Rubrics and Ca-
nons, to the fame purpofe. The duty of Catechifing
wasdiligently performed; and doubtlefs this was a great
means of diffuling Chriftian knowledge, and a fpirit of
piety through the nation ; and of preferving the mem-
bers of our excellent Church firm and unthaken in
their principles. It enabled them to refift the violence
of perfecution, and the fpecious fophiftry, which
were often employed to feduce them.

INDEED the nature of the duty fuiliciently {hews its
importance. For when rightly performed, it lays the
foundation of found Chriftian knowledge,and practice.
It would be as reafonable, as hopeful for a man to ex-
pect that his field, without due culture, or goed feed,
would produce a luxuriant crep of good grain, as to
expeét that a mind, not inftructed in the principles of
- Chriftianity, fhould produce the fruits of Chriftian
faith, piety and holinefs. Nay farther, you need not
be at the trouble to fow your field with the feeds of
thiftles, briars, and weeds, in order to rear thofe
noxious plants. Only leave the field to itfelf; and
they will fpontaneouily and certainly grow of them-
felves. And juft fo, the human mind, if net duly in-

ftructed
* Thofe Injundions may befeen in Bifhop Separrow’s Coflletion of

Articles, Injundions, &c. ato. Orin the Fourth Volume of WILKINS'S
Coucilia Magna Brit. et Hiler. Fol,
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ftruced in the time of youth, will not fail to thoot
up into grofs errors, imbibe dangerous prejudices, and
contrac pernicious habits. The work of error, fin
and vice is half completed. Such a mind is ignorant
of its duty. 1t is furnithed with no guard againft the
feduétions of vice, or of infidelity—of Superftitiong
or Fanaticifim. It falls an eafy unrefifting: prey to
thefe andother delufions.—Inthort, the Clergyman who
negleds this duty, thereby violates his folemn engage-
ment at Ordination and Inftitution ; and will be an-
fwerable to God for the Souls that may perith
through his negle@t and fupinenefs.

1 am fenfible that in the fummer feafon, this duty is
not omitted among us ; Children are then regularly
Catechifed. Butif you will examine the Rubric which
isfubjoinedto the Catechifin,and the fifty-ninth Canon,
you will find that the bufinefs of Catechifing is not limi-
ted by the Church of England to the fummer feafon ;
but is to be extended to every Sunday and Holiday
throughout the whole year. Confult the ffty-ninth
Canon at your leifure ; and you will perceive the in-
conveniences that may be incurred by a Clergyman
who does not comply with it.

TrEe omiffion of Catechifing in the winter months,
is probably owing toan apprehenfion that the feverity,
the extreme cold, of the fealon would interpofe fuch
obftructions as would render the duty impraéicable
and undoubtedly thereis fome ground for the appre-
henfion. But I have reafon to believe that the Cate-
chifing of Children may be carried on without much

luconvenience
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inconvenience in the winter ; the difficulties that op-
pofe it, are furmountable; and as it will be attended
with much benefit, and is conformable to the dire&i-
ons of our Church ; it will beright, andis a duty to
make the trial.

~ PermiT me to add, that after young perfons have
committed the Catechifin to memory, and they can
readily repeat it without book j it will be highly expe-
dient to explain to them the feveral parts of it, in the
manner beft adapted to their capacity—it fhould be
plain and eafy. Indoing this, every Clergyman is left
to exercife his judgment ; either to explain the Cate-
chifim in his own words ; or to call in the help of fome
of thofe numerous Expofitions of the Catechifm which
have been publithed by feveral eminent Dignitaries,and
other learned and pious Divines, of our Church. If
the Laft method be adopted, Lewis’s Explanation is per-
haps as good as any to begin with. For {uch Cate-
chumens as are approaching to the age of Confirma-
tion, Archbithop Waxre’s Commentary, or Arcbifhop
SecxER’s Lectures, on the Catechifm, fhould be ufed.
Thefe great men, diftinguifhed no lefs by their learning
and exemplary piety, than by their exalted ftation,
thewed in what high eftimation they held the Cate-
chifing or infiruétion of Children, by their elaborate
Expofitions of that excellent fummary of Chriftian
knowledge and practice. Half an hour thus {pent
every Sunday, might be as beneficial, even to Adults
of your Congregations, asa Sermon ; but much more
fo to the young and rifing generation,
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2. Ox the duty of Preaching, which recurs, and
which youregularly perform, every Sunday, I chufe to
addrefs you in the words of St. Paul to Timothy—they
are peculiarly well adapted to the prefent flate of things.

“J charge thee therefore, fays the apofile, before
“ God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who {hall judge the
¢ quick and the dead at his appearing and hiskingdom
¢ preach the word, be inftant in feafon, out of feafon,
“ reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long fuffering and
“ doltrine. Tor the time will come when they will
“ not endure found dodtrine ; but after their own lufts
¢ fhall they heap to themielves teachers, having itching
“ ears ; and they {hall turn away their ears from
¢ the truth, and fhall be turned unto fables. But
¢ watch thou in all things ; endure afliictions, do the
*“ work of an evangeliit, make full proof of thy mini-
“fry ¥

"This folemn Charge demands our mioft ferious at-
tention ; and not only ours, but that of every man to
whom the miniftry of the Gofpel is committed. The
paflage would feem to be prophetic of the prefent
times ; for were the holy Apoftle now on earth and de-
livering a Clurge to thofe who are devoted to the fer-
vice of the altar, he could not more clearly point out
their duty ; nor could he ufe more appropriate, accu-
rate terms In delineating the exifting circumftances,
of which we are witnefles.

THE itching ears, here mentioned, both with refpet
to Religion and Government, greatly abound in our

day ;

# IL Tim. IV. 1—;,
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day ; and there are not wanting Teachers, in equal
abundance, to cherifh and gratify this prurience of
ears. Men turn away from the falutary doétrines, the
heavenly truths,contained in the Gofpel, which would
infure their peace and confolation in this life,and their
¢verlafting happinefs in the lifc to come. Thefe men

Yo according io their lufts, that is, according to their

riminal and irregular defires, (for the word in the
original,* denotes pride, falthood, ambition, and ava-
rice, as well as fenfual, carnal lufts) beap up and multi-
ply to themielves feducing Teachers, who flatter and
accord with their prejudices. And having furned
away their ears from the truth, they give heed to fables,
which have no foundation in truth, or reafon, or in
the book of God ; but are repugnant to that facred
volume.

WEe may fee from hence the grounds of that ear-
neftnefs with which St. Paul charges Timothy te
Preach the Mord.—Amidft the oppolitions of Science
filfely {fo called—the wild and vifionary dreams of
vain Philofophy—the herefies and perverfions of the
faith once delivered to the Saints, which might oc-
cur : The word of God was the Pole ftar, by which he
vas to dire his courfe ; as it fhould be of ali to
whom the Miniftry of reconciliation is committed, be-
ing their only unerring guide. Timothy was alfo en-
joined, in the difcharge of this duty o le inflant in fea-
Jfon, out of feafon; a proverbial expreflion, fignifying that
he thould avail himfelf of every public and private oc-

afion

# Ephithumiss, For wart of G.aek Types, this word is printed in
Roman charaéters.
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cafion for the purpofe—not confulting his own éafe of
convenienee but the benefit of his hearers—that he
would watch diligently in all things, for the fafety of
his people—that he would endure afffictions, which he
might expe® in the courfe of his miniftry—that he
would do thework of an Evangelijt, of a perfon duly com,
miflioned to proclaim the glad tidings of falvatio
through the only Mediator, Jefus Chu{’c the cternj
Son of God. And that he would make full proof of,
that s, faithfully and perfe@ly fulfil bis miniftry.

Tins is precifely the line of conduct which we thould
now purfue. We fhould be diligent, faithful, and un-
wearied in preaching the pure Gofpel of Chrift. Our
diligence and zeal thould be proportioned to the ex-
igences of the times, to the dangers that furround
us, and to the infinite importance of the objelt in
view——the falvation of our Brethren. Godis certain-
ly the beft judge of thofe doctrines, truthsand regu-
lations which are calculated to infure the falvation of
men, and to reprefs the errors which might, from
time to time, arife and obftruét that {falvation. Thole
doctrines, truths and regulations he hath been merci-
fully pleafed to reveal in his Word, particularly inthe
Gofpel. Thofe have been adopted by our Church as
her Rule of Faith, and Practice ; and by thofe {hould
we be guided, when making known the riches of di-
vine mercy, in the Redeemer, toa loft world ; when
awakening drow{y mortals, flumbering in fecumty
and fin on the brink of an awful eternity ; or whea
endeavouring toremove from our Brethren, thofe un.

happy
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happy errors which might endanger their happines.
Few things are more diltrefling to a Chriftian who
is animated with that benevolence which is taught in
the Gofpsl, and is deeply {fenfible of the value of eternal
falvation; than to fee his Brethren wandering in the
dark maze of error, and purfuing fteps which would
eftructive to their own belt interefts, or thofe of
ers. Yet fuch a Chriftian, however defirous he
may be to retify thofe errors, will not ©“ call down
fire from heaven to confume’ the perfons who hold
them ; nor raife the feculararm againft them, to cut
them off. He is taught in the word of God, that
fuch ““ a zeal would not be according to knowledge 3
and that our blefled Saviour’s rebuke would be juftly
applicable to thofe who ate actuated by it—* Ye know
“not what manner of {pirit ye are of. For the Son
“ of man is notcome to deltroy men’s lives, but to
¢ fave them”* The well-informed, benevolent Chrif-
tian will therefore take a very different courle. He
will affectionately urge the truths of the Gofpel, and
fhew how inconfiftent the errors are with thofe truths.
Whilft firm in the caufe of his divine mafter,and in
a pointed diflike of the errors; he will manifelt no
hatred to the perfons who are unfortunately entang-
led by them. On the contrary; he will thew that
he is influenced by a fincere and brotherly defire to
promote their weltzre,
In this manner thould we endeavour to check thofe
principles, too prevalent among us, which are hoflile
to

* TuheIX 5,56,
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to religion, to virtue, and good government. In this
manner, both publickly and privately, fhould you
anxioufly guard your refpective Congregations againt
the wild, antinomian tenets, in particular, which
greatly infeft the country. In almolt every {fettled
diftri¢t of this, and of the neighbouring Provi
there are multitudes who labour under ftrong dé
ons. Befides an intire difregard of the Inftitution
a regular Miniftry—an Inflitution appointed by Clirift
himfelf, continued by his Apoftles, and invariably ob-
ferved in every period of his Church—Dbelides an utter
difregard of this, and of other Inflitutions of the
Gofpel : Thefe deluded people perfuade themfelves—
that bodily agitations and convuliions, are {ure marks
of Converfion, grace, and inkernal holinefs—that {uch
as have once experienced thofe violent agitations can-
not fall away, fo as to fail of falvation—that the body
indeed may fin; but the foul is pure, and contralls
no ftain—that the inftituted means of Grace are of little
confequence—that ali Faith and Holinefs are immedi-
ately infufed by the Holy Ghoft now; juft as the
gift of tongues, or of prophecy, or of healing the fick,
was at the firft preaching of the Gofpel—that we thould
therefore lie by, and wait the illapfes of the Spirit. I
pafs over the bitter zeal and railing againft all deno-
minations of Chriftians, by which thofe people are
attuated, and which they deem to be charadters of trie
religion ; as well as their belief and expe@ation of ex-
traordinary Revelations and Vifions to Individuals.
to name fuch geofs ervors s to refute them. They

are
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are not hew ; they are only old Herefies revived ; they
have frequently troubled the Church of Chrift, and
have mifled uniteady perfons, not rightly inftructed, -
and of an enthufialtic turn.* My time will not admit
of enlarging much on the fubjed, and I truft itisnot
ary. I {hall therefore obferve briefly, that thofe
F hold them, betray the moft pitiable ignorance of
ceconomy of Grage, of man’s moral ftate, of thofe
qualifications which are neceflary to prepare us for,
and make us capable of, enjoying the happinefs of
heaven ; and their tenets are {ubverfive of that Holi-
nefs, without which no man thail fee the Lord.t

We do not read in the Gofpel, or in any other
part of the INew Teltament, of perfons who had
bodily agitations, except ™Demoniacs—thofe, out of
whom evil Spirits were caft by our Saviour. Thefe,
and thefe only,were violently convuliedand torn—they
wallowed foaming.{

Every part of the ceconomy of Grace, has been
gracdual and progreilive. The firlt dawn of Redeem-
ing mercy, conveyed to man immediately after his
Fall, in the promile, that the feed of the woman
hiould bruife the Serpent’s head §—was a faint glim-
mering light, adapted to the then ftate of things.
That light, by fubfequent Revelations, became clearer
and clearer, until the Sun of Rightecufnefs himfelf a-
rofe with healing in his wings, and difpeticd the gloom
of fpiritual darknefs which envcloped the world. But

C even

* The reader by lookiny into Epwarps’s Cunorena, may {ee how
much the Antitoriian, vl reany  uther  pEMCIOUs, €rvors pevailed
among the Sectaries in Lnglaad, during the Rebellion of 1640.

4 Heb. Xik. 14. T Mark 1X. 18, 20, Luke i&. 39.  § Gen. 1L 5.
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even during our blefled Saviour’s abode on this earth,
theftupendous plan of man’sRedemption,was not fully
unfolded, in all its parts, to the Apoftles ; the reafon
wus, that they could not comprehend it—their knowa
ledge was gradually communicated. Hence, gheir
divine Mafter told them—* I have yet many
‘ to fay unto you, but ye cannot bear them
* Howbeit, when He, the Sgirit of truth, is come,
¢ he will guide You into all truth ;* and we read in
the Ads of the Apoftles how this was verified. Nor
has the Goipel Difpenfation, the Mefliah’s Kingdom
yet attained that {plendor, that extent, and influence
on the human race, which we are taught daily to
pray for—* Thy kingdom come ; thy will be done
¢ in earth, as it is in heaven.” . When that happy
kingdom has arrived, and arrive it certainly will, the
awful voice heard by the beloved difciple, may with
truth proclaim— Alleluia ; for the Lord God om-
** nipotent reigneth.t  The kingdoms of this world
arc become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
¢ Chrift ; and he fhall’reign forever and ever.”}
Our ftate, with refpect both to body and mind, is
progreflive.  We advance from infancy to childhood,
from childhood to youth, from youth to manhood.
Alike progreflive are our advances in knowledge, in
virtue,in the different powers of intelle®. We ad-
vance from nature to Grace, from Grace to glory ;
and it is probable that the happinefs and perfection of
heaven will be progreflive to eternity. 'This life is
preparatory

€¢

* John XVI 13, 13. + Revel XIX. 6. 1 Revel, XI. 15.
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preparatory to the next; and therefore we are now
placed in a ftate of probation, moral difcipline, and
improvement. We are commanded, and are ena-
bled through divine aid, to proceed in moral and re-
ligigys improvement, by adts of faith and repentance,
' onation and humility, of holinefs and purity, of
ty arfd warm love to God and man. Thofe
alts, when often repesed, form habits ; and thefe ha-
bits, when confirmed, prepare the foul to afiociate
with Angels and Archangels, with the {pirits of juft
men made perfect, and all the company of heaven.
And without thefe habits, it could not enjoy, nor find
happinefs in Heaven.

AccorpiNg to this ouggmoral, probationary and
progreflive ftate, we are enjoined—* to Grow in
“ Grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord aard Savi-
¢ our Jefus Chrift.”* The parable of the Talents
points out as clearly as words can, both our duty to
improve the . Talents, whether of nature or Grace,
committed to us, by a progreiﬁve advance in the
Chriftian life ; and alfg .ctir Saviour’s will and
expetation that we fhonlddo{o.  The Servint who
did notimprove his Telcot, is pronounced {lothiul,
and wicked, and ur profitable, and was caft into outer
darknef§t.—The Church of Cliriit at large, as weilas
the faithful members who compofe it, are to come
gradually “ unto a perfect man, unto the menfin e of
“ the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift.”f Chriftians
are inftru&ed and admonithed, that, leaviny the firft

clementary

* IL Peter 1I. 18. 1 Matth. XXV. 14—30. 1 Ephes. [V.s3,
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elementary “ Principles of the doctrine of Chrift, they
“ fhould go on to perfeétion ;” to higher attainments
in knowledge and holinefs.* St. Peter, after menti-
oning “the great and precious promifes of the Gof-
“ pel, by which we might become partakers of the
“ Divine nature,” that is, of the moral perfecti f
God ; cexhorts Chriftians, that for the attainm

this hizh privilege and blefling— They would "give
¢ all diligence to add to their faith virtue,” or forti-
tude to withftand perfecution and temptations ; ““and
“ o virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temper-
ance ; and to tanperance patience; and to patience
godlinels 5 and to godlinefs brotherly kindnefs ;
and to brotherly Lindnefs charity.”’f By this {eries of
Chriftian Graces, by inceflant and fuccefsful conflicts
vith the Three adverfaries which we renounced at Bap-
tilm, we are gradually to afcend to the heavenly Jerufa-
lem, and be thereby prepared to relith the joys, the ex-
crcifes of that happy place; and the company of thofe

purified fpirits, who arc to be our affociates through
eternity. '

(23
[39

[44

I'r is needlefs to adduce any more texts of facred
wrif, though enough are at hand, to the fame pur-
pofe. Thefe are fuflicient to thew, how unfcriptural,
Liow repugnant to the ceconomy of Grace, the notion is
oi fudden, inftantaneous converfion ; as if that, like a
clirm would futfice to fecure heaven; or that bodily a-
gitationsfor a fow minutes, which are mere animal, me-
chanical s perations, thould be any marks of Grace, or of

holinets.

*1leb. VI 1. + 11 Peter I 4—1.
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holinefs. Nor can the pernicious tendency of that wild,
antinomian delufion have efcaped your notice—that
after converfion has been uthered in by thofe convul-
five agitations, the Soul can fin no more! The pre-
{ent age is fertile, beyond example, in dangerous, per-
niciqus principles ; but fcarcely any have been ad-
&d—even in the French Code of Jacobini{m—or
in ghe German Code of Muminifim—more fubver-
live, than this is, of feund religion, vital piety, and
moral rectitude.

I {hall not flay to point out this minutely ; and
fhall only exhort you, to ufe every endeavour to
guard your refpective Congregations againft the in-
fe&lon of thefe dreadful deiuﬁono. And as for thofe
who unfortunatelylabour ugder them,look upon thern
with Chriftian compaffion. Whenever a proper occa-
fion offers, let not your beft offices be wanting, ina
brotherly, affeionate manner, to thew them the dan-
ger of their errors; and how repugnant they are to
the Gofpel of Chrift—to the whole fcheme of Man’s
redemption. If, through the blefling of God on your
endeavours, you fhould fucceed, you will then have
gained your Brother, and in the language of St
James—* You will convert a finner from the error of
¢ his way, and fave a Soulfrom death.”* If he fhould
continue hardened and inflexible; yet ceafe not to
pity and pray for him. You will have the unfpeak-
able fatisfadtion to refle@ that you are clear of his
blood—that you have done your duty in the fight of
God. 3

#* James V. 20
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=. THE negle@ of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup.
per, which is {o prevalent, is a2 melancholy proof of th.e
decay of Chriftian piety among us. And when it i
confidered that this is the moft folemn, beneficial ordi-
nance of our religion—that it was Inftituted when our
bleffed Saviour was juft going to fuffer death upon the
Crofs for the expiation of our Sins—that it was tc‘iq
a perpetual memorial of his Paflion—and an effeGtua
means of conveying to us the {piritual benefits of his
agony and death: To fee this facred ordinance {o neg-
lected, muft fill every pious, refle¢ting mind with afto-
nithment and grief.

Ithall not enlarge on the exprefs command to do 2bis,
to receive this Sacrament in remembrance of our Lord
and Mafter; nor on the praétice of Primitive Chriftians,
whole bofoms glowed with fervent gratitude and love
to their Redeemer, and who, in many places, received
the Sacrament every day ; but it was univerfally re-
ccived, for many Centuries, every Sunday.* Thofe
devout Chriftians deemed it the greateft misfortune, if
by any accident they were prevented, or by mifcondué
were excluded, from coming to their Matfter’s Table.
Our Church requires, * that every Parithioner fhall
* Communicate at the leaft three times in the year, of
“ which Eafter to be one,”t Put few are regular in
commuricating {o often ; whilft great numbers turn
their bicks on the Lord’s Table, and never communi-
caic at 2. And the longer thofe people ftay away,

whatever

¥ Bivewan's Cheilion Antigui‘i s, Book XV, Chap. 9.

¢ Babciabioned ta the Connton office.
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whatever their pretexts may be, they will be more i
difpofed, and lefs fit, to approach that holy Table,

You are punctual in adminiftving this Sacrament at
the threeFeftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter and Whitfunday:
ip fome Churches it is adminiftered oftener. But the
general practice of our Church in the Parent State, is to
have monthly Communions ; and it will be advifeable
if"us to follow the example. With the blefling of God,
it may ferve to awaken people to a fenfe of their duty,
and raile the tone of piety and good morals. Let the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be therefore admini-
ftered hereafter, once a month, in your refpeitive
Churches ; and befides reading one of the Exhortations
in the Communion Service, as the Rubric direéts, on
the preceding Sunday, it will be highly expedient, for
fome time at leaft, to preach a Sermon concerning the
Sacrament, on the fame day. Hereby the fubject will
be oftener brought to view, be better underftoad by
your Congregations, and their duty to receive the
Sacrament will be more firongly imprefled upon
their minds.

4. Tk laft particular which I thall mention at this
time, relates to Plalmody. Since the days of David,
the {weet Plalmift of Ifrael, Church Mulic has been a
part of divine worfhip, both under the Jewith and
Chriftian difpenfations j it was employed to celebrate
the praifes of the Almighty. When rightly performed,
it contributes much to infpire devotion, to clevate the
mind, warm its affections, and direct them to the greas
and exclufive object of adoration—the one, eternal, and

fupreinz
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fupreme God—the Trinity in Unity. Hence, St. Pau}
exhorts the Coloflians—* Let the word of Chriit dwell
“in you richly in all wifdom ; teaching and admonith-
“ ing one another in Pflalms, and Hymns, and fpiritual
“ Songs ; finging with grace in your hearts to the
¢« Lord.”* And we find that the infpired author of
the book of Rewclation, employs Mulic, both vocal and
inftrumental, 2s the fitteft emblem to reprefent the rap-
turous joy, the glow:nzlove, the harmony and happi-
nefs of ileaven : as well as the triumphs of the Lamb,
our holy Redeemer, and the celebration of his praifes
in the {eats of Blifs.t

I't is needlefs to tell you that this part of Religious
worlhip isin a very defective, imperfect ftate among
us. You are fenfible of it, and with the defeét to be
removed. And it is with great pleafure I can inform
you, that this may be done, if you will only ufe fome
exertion for the purpofe. Invarious parts of this Di-
ocefs, there are puifons {ufliciently fkilled to teach thofe
who are willing to learn, the firlt elementary principles
of Plulmody. Endeavour to procure one of thefe in
each Congregation ; and to perfuade your Parithon-
ers to employ thewn, which may be done at a moderate
expence ; and even thatexpence willonly be temporary,
and mnot pirmurent. \When you have fucceeded o
far ; your next frep fhould be to procure a due atten-
danceon the finging Mufler,
adgrefs and ex

-

"This will require both
M L - .

ertion ; tor however pleafed or defirous
‘eopls may be to hear what tl al ngl
Peopls may be to hear what they caill Ceod Smg‘/ng, yet
many

Seoalnl T . 4] Fryr
colois, 111016, + Rev. V. 8y 9—3TY, 29 3
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many do not like the trouble of learning to fing well,
You muft endeavour to furmount this difliculty, and
to engage all, of both Sexes, young and old, who have
good voices, to gain fuch inftruction as fhall enable
them to employ thofe voices in the praifes of their God
and Redeemer. If you will thew yourfelves to be in
earneft, perfevere in your purpofe, and urge thofe ar-
guments which the fubject naturally fupplies ; there is
no doubt of your fucceeding. And the benefits arifing
from that fuccefs—the inereafe of devotion, the fatif-
fattion to yourParithioners, and the additional induce- -
ment, hereby afforded, toattend the worfhip of God
according to our moft excellent Liturgy ; will amply’
recompence all your trouble. It may te proper to add,
that, at the prefent time, great attention is paid to the
Improvement of Pfalmody by the Members of our
Church in England ; and that {everal excellent Publi-
cations have lately appeared there, which will much
aflift thofe who are difpofed to promote, or engage in
this laudable defign.*
FinaLry, My RevEREND BRETHREN ; permit me
once more to admonifh You, that our exertions, as
Minifters

*7 refer particularly to Dr. Epwarp MivLer’s book of Plalmody
for the ufe of Parifh Churches. Infcribed to his Grace the Lord Arch-
bithop cf York, 1799 and to the Reverend and very worthy Mr. Tar-
TERSALL’s Improved Pfalmody. Dedicated with permiffion to the
King, 1794. The merit of thefe publications, if eftimated by the digni-
fied rank and number of the Sublcribers, muft be great indeed. All
lovers of Sacred Mufic are much indebted to Mr. TaTTErsALY for pro-
curing, among other things, a great number of new excellent Tunes, by
the moft celebrated Compofers of the late and prefent tlmes, fitted to
the Plalms. Among the Compofers are the well known names of Couk,
Arncid, Hayes, Haydn, Dupuis, Parfons, Callcott, Shield, Sc.
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Minifters and Ambafladors of Chrift, thould be pro-

ortioned to the exigency of the times. Whether
we look abroad, and view the wide diffufion of thofe
horrid principles which have carried defolation and
mifery into fo many parts of the world ; and unlefs
refifted in time, and eradicated, will certainly pro-
duce the fame effetts among us—whether we advert
to the exifting ftate of things at home--to the deplo-
rable luke-warmnefs and indifference about Salvation,
which are fo prevalent—to the multiplied crimes dai-
ly committed, and the numerous vices that abound
—or to the dangerous errors in which multitudes are
entangled—or to the {pirit of enthufiafm, bigotry,
and fuperitition by which fo many are aétuated :
‘When all thefe things are duly confidered, it may be
averred that there has not been a period in thefe lat-
ter ages, which called more loudly for vigilanee, a
diligent difcharge of all their paftoral duties,and for
a correct, exemplary condud, in the Clergy, than
the prefent.

A dark and threatening cloud feems to hang over
Chriftendom at this moment. Whether that cloud is
charged with thofe judgments or laft plagues, fymbol-
lically reprefented by the «“ feven golden vials, filled
with the wrath of God ;” and which are to be poured
by the commiflioned Angels on the earth ;* and if fo,
when or where tliey are to begin, or whether they
have notalready commenced ; are matters known on-
ly to God. That fuch fignal judgments or plagues
will vifit this earth and its inhabitants inthe latter days,

and
*Revel. XV, XVIE. S:ethe Appendix. Noi.
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and beamong the preludes to a glorious ftate of the
Mefliah’s kingdom, we learn from the fure word of
Prophecy ; and the Almighty cannot want means
for accomplithing his purpofes. However awful or
ftrange any future acts in the divine drama may be,
they can fcarcely be more unexpected to mere human
fagacity or wifdom, or more furprifing, than feveral
things which we have lived to witnefs.

Sermnc then that thefe things fhall certainly come
to pafs, that they may take placein our time, and
that judgment may begin with the houfe of God ;
what manner of perfons ought we to be in all holy con-
verfation and godlinefs ? Like faithful watchmen, let
us be a&ive and vigilant at our refpective pofts ; and
¢ like unto men that wait for their Lord. For bleffed
¢ are thofe fervants, wham the Lord, when he cometh,
¢ fhall find watching.”*

“ Now unto him who is able” to fuccour your ef-
fectually ; “ to keep you from falling, and to prefent
% you faultlefs before the prefence of his glory with
¢ exceeding joy ; to the only wife God our Saviour,
“ be glory and majefty, dominion and power, both
¢“ now and ever. Amen.”’t

#* Luke XIL. 36. 27, Judevers, 245 25,
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APPENDIX. No I

VHIE feven Vials containing the laft Plagues,feem to
H fynchronife with,and to belong to the feventh or
laft Trumpet of the Apocalypfe. It is of the nature of
Prophecy not to be fully underftood before it isac-
complithed. For the purpofe of God in delivering
Prophecies was to manifeft his Providence, to animate
and fupport the faithful ; not to make us Prophets.
Great caution, modefty and reverence are therefore
neceffary in applying Prophecies to particular perions
or events.

THE fate of Europe at the prefent period, is unex-
ampled, and offers the following remarkable particu.
lars to our obfervadion.—i. An infidel and blafphe-
mous Power has lately ftarted up in a Roman Catho-
lic country, and is grown to a terrific fize. It tramples
on all religion, order, and moral rettitude ; bids de-
fiance to the Almighty, and threatens deftruction
to mankind. 2. The defolating ravages of this Power,
its enormous cruelties and oppreffions have hitherto
extended chiefly to nations profefling the religion of
Rome—very few others comparatively have fclt them.
3. The other European nations, not yet fubdued by
it, inftead of uniting to oppofe the gigantic ftrides of
this tyrannical power towards univeria! domination,
feem to be ftruck with a judicial blindrefs to their
danger ; they remain fupine, and apparently indiffer-
ent 3 although their ruin, according te human judg-
ment,




( 45

ment, muft foon be inevitable—they muft become
victims to this infatiable and inexorable monfter. The
Britifh Sovereign only, of all the Monarchs of Eu-
rope, relying on His God, and on the Loyalty and
valour of His Subjelts, refifts that Power, arrefls its
progrefs to univerfal fway ; and whillt He fingly
maintains the momentous confli&; in which the in-
terefts of the civilifed world are deeply involved, other
Sovereigns tamely look on, and wait the iflue! 4.
The Othman, or Turkifth empire, denoted by the
Euphratean Horfemen, Rev. 1X. 14—16, once the ter-
ror of Chriitendom, is now fo feeble, fo much funk,
that nothing but the mutual jealoufy of the other
European States, prevents its total fubverfion ; and
this Empire is to fall, before that flourithing ftate of
the Chriftian Difpenfation, foretold in Holy Scripture,
is brought forward.

Waen the particulars here briefly ftated, are com-
pared with feveral Prophecies of the Old and New
'Teftament, the mind is naturally led to fome fuch
queres and reflections as the following—Are not the
above particulars fo many indications that the Pour-
ing out of the Vials, which contain the {feven laft judg-
ments, has commenced ? Will not the inattentivn of
the Furopean Powers to the progrefs of the Atheiitic
Levellers, be a means of multiplying the miferies of
mankind ; and thereby contribute to the exadt ful-
filment of the Prophecies ! It is agreed by the beflt
Interpreters, that the Little Horn mentioned by Daniel,
VIL. 8, 20, 21.—the IMan of Sin, by st Paul, IL

1heflal,
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Theflal. 11, §. 6——g.—the woman clithed with purple and
fearlet, decked with gold, and precious flones, and pearls,
fitting on feven mountains, ber forehead infcribed, MysTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH, and drunken with
the blood of the Saints, mentioned by St. John, Revel:
XVIL 3—18; It is agreed,I fay, that thefe are only
different names and charaéters of onc and the fame
Antichriftian power, infamous for idolatry, perfecuti-
on and other abominations, which was to arife in the
Chriftian Church. Do pot the above particulars
therefore indicate, that the awful cataftrophe, the fear-
ful judgments denounced againft that antichriftian
Power, and all who adhere to it, have either com-
menced, or arenearly approaching ¢ For we are af-
fured by the word of God that thefe are among the
preparatory difpen(ations to ufther in the complete
triumphs of the Crofs, the univerfal cftablithment of
Chrift’s kingdom upon this earth.

THesk reflections might be purfued much further,
and abundance of matter adduced to confirm our af:
fent to what is here fuggefted ; but my defign is only
to throw out a few hints which may lead others to
think on this important fubje@. e thould not in-
deed wantonly pry into the myfteries of the Divine
adminiftration, nor affeét to be wife beyond what is
written, which might terminate, 2s it often has, in
error and prefumption.  Very many Prophecies, rela-
tingto that adminiftration, have been actually fulfilled.
thefe ferve to animate our hope, ftrengthen our faith,

chear
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chear that gloom which faddens our prefent prof
peéts. and fhould induce us to wait with patience and
filial refignation for the full completion of the Almigh-

ty’s purpofes, which the lapfe of time will affuredly
manifeft to the word,
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APPENDIX. No. II.

YHE Reverend Mr. Bourke, in a Poftfeript 1o /ji;
“ Letter of Inffruction to Catholic Miffionaries,”

bas thought fit to animadvert, in a manner very unbecow-
ing, and with as little regard to Truth, as to decency, ort
the Bifhop of Nova Scotia’s Charge.  He fent a copy of this
Letter and its Poltfcript, with a private Note to His Ex-
cellency the Lieutenant Governor, to the Attorney General,
and to feveral other Gentlemen in Authority. The following
Anfwers from His Excellency, and the Attorney Generaly
here printed with their confent, will fhew their fentiments
concerning Mr. Bourke’s Pzz/)lzmtzom—T/Je Anfers are
of importance to the Inhabitants of the Province at large,
whether Proteftants or Romanifls, and may ferve many
waluable purpofes, for which reafons they are now made
public.

Sir JOIIN WENTWORTH’s Answer,

Cir Joun WenTworTHa's compliments to the Rev.
Iy, Bourke : Although fully difpofed to entertain
the moit liberal fentiments, with refpec to roligious
toleration, and literary difcuflion, He cannot by ainy
means approve of Mr, Bourke’s Pamphlet, which in
loveral parts tranfgrefles the refpe due to the Itank
and Character of the Bithcp of Nova-Scotia info un-
hecoming, and in Sir John Weniworth’s opinion, {o
unreafonable and reprehenﬁblc a fiyle ; that without
entering into a particalar invefiization of the Publica-

fion,
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tion, 8ir John Wentworth herewith returns it, and
with much regret that any {fuch fhould have been pub-
lithed, and more {o, that it thould have been fubmit-
ted for his perufal.

GovernmeNnT-HoUSE,
11th Feburary, 1804.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL’s ANSWER.

Huarrrax, 16th February, 1804.
SIR,

I have received your Compliments, witha Letter,
addrefled by order of the Bithop of Quebec, to the
Catholic Miflionaries of Nova-Scotia, and publithed by
you as Vicar-General, with a Poftfcript annexed
thereto.

- Taking it for granted, that this Publication has been
fent to me for my opinion, I fhall not hefitate in can-
didly ftating it : exprefling at the fame time, my fin-
cere regret, that I had not feen this work, before it
was fent to the prefs ; as I think I thould have been
able to prevail on you, to have altered both the ftyle
and manner of it.

~ In offering to you my fentiments on this occafion, I
feel no apprehenfion that my fellow fubjects, who pro-
fefs the Religion of the Church of Rome, in this Pro-
vince, will confider me in the leaft inclined to intole-
rance. I have, on every occafion afforded them fub-
ftantial proof how fincerely I felt interefted in  remo-
ving every impediment, which prevented them from

freely
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freely worfhipping the Almighty, in the way which
their reafon dictated, as moft acceptable to a Perfeét,
and Infinite Being.

Toleration, in this refpe, has; Titatter myfelf, been
effected to the full extent of their withes ; as the peo-
ple of that perfuafion, are now at liberty to ereét pla-
¢es of public worthip ; alfo to choofe a perfon, fuch
«s they approve of to officiate as their minifter ; like-
=t1ife to enter into agreements and flipulations with
their Minifters, with the terms of which the Law will
smforce a compliance, according to the true intent
and anearing of the parties thereto.

'To enable you thoroughly to underfiand my ideas
of the indulgencies granted to the Roman Catholics
in this Province, I think it unneccflary to refer you to
any other boolk, than the Statute Law of the Land,
in whichyouwill fee, that bythe 2d and sth Adsofthe
sseneral Aflembly, which met in this Province in the
s2d year of Hislate Majefty’s reign, the Roman Ca-
thelic Religion was totally prohibited, and thofe pro-
fefling it, difabled from holding Lands, except by
Grant from the Crown.

Many of thofe perfons are yet living, who can re-
member the cuufes of this very fevere prohibiticn ;
but thme having blunted mens’ feelings on this fub-
ject, the General Allembly with a with to bury the
whaic in oblivion,paffed the Acts of 2 3d. Geo. 3d. Cap.
«th, and 26th Geo. 3d. Cap. 1ft. which having re-
ceived His IMajelty ™ aflent, the prohibitions contained
i the two tormer Acts, were upon certain conditions
~nd {lipulations, repealed and modified : And on

thefe
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thefe two Statutes the privileges of the Roman Ca-
tholics in this Province folely depend.

Therefore it is unneceflary to have recourfe to the
opinions of Sir William Blackftone, or any other
writer on the fubjeét. The Statutes to whichT refer
you, are fo plainly worded, that whoever reads them
cannot fail to comprehend their full meaning. Per-
mit me to add for your information, that st the
time this relaxation took place, 1 was a Member of
the General Afflembly, and draughted both the Laws
to which I have referred you: And be aflured that
when thefe Ads were pafled, no man had an idea
that they were to pave the way to eftablifh the Hie-
rarchy of the Church of Rome in this Province ; or
that a Roman Catholic Bifhop of Quebec would be
thereby authorifed to afflume the exercife of any Ec-
clefiaftical Authority in this country, either by him.
felf, his Vicar General, or Miffionaries.

It is my duty to tell you, that thereare no fuch
authorities recognifed by the Law of this Province.
Whoever officiates as a Minifter of the Church of
Rome, depends entirely on his Congregation. He is
not their Minifter until they choofe him, and he
ceafes to be their Minifter when they difapprove of
him unlefs the exifting agreement between the
parties has otherwife provided.

What the fpiritual rights of the Minifters of the Church
of Rome are, may very properly be the {fubject of in-
veftigation in the countries where that Church s eftab-
lithed inthe plenitude of its power.—But we have no-
thing to do with thofe things, in thisProvince : There

13
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is already anEftablithed Church in the Colony, and that

Eftablifhment was one of the firlt Aéts of its Govern-

ment. And I moft truly flatter myfelf with the hope,

that the people profefling the religion of the Church of

Rome in this Country, have no reafon to complain,

as they are made the folejudges of the fpiritual qua-

lifications of the Minifter. they choofe, who-cannot |
be put upon them againft their will.

At the fame time permit me to obferve, that the
Conftitution of the Government, under which we all
live happy and free, and for the fupport and defence.
of which, whatever our modes of faith or forms of
worfhip may be, we are all pledged, in the moft fa-
cred manner ; this Conftitution recognifes His Majef-
ty as the Supreme Head of the Church on Earth; fo
far as refpects the United Empire of Great-Britain
and Ireland and all the dominions thereunto belong-
ing.—T1herefore I pray you to let us hear no mere
of Bifhops, Vicars General, or Miffionaries in this,
Province, unlefs they are efpecially appointed by the
* King for that purpofe, ’

I have written thus plainly to you, in the hope that
you will nat think it neceflary to publith any thing
further on the fubjeét: Too much has been faid al-
ready, and, I fear, much offence given. If any ex-
preflions were ufed, by the very refpecable man,
whom His Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to
ylace at the Head of the Church in this Province,
which you conceived prejudicial to the Religion you
protefs ; would it not have been much more decorous
to have exprefled to him your feelings privately, than

thus
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thus to have brought the fubject before the public,
fince the inveftigation of it can do no good, but on
the contrary has a manifeft tendency to produce bad
effects ?

You will excufe me, when obferve that you have
not, in my opinion, treated the Bifhop of Nova Scotia
in your publication, with that decency and refpect,
which, according to the pofition youlay down in the
fame work, are juftly due to all authorities, lawfully
conftituted. The High Office he holds under His
Majeity (for whofe civil and religious charalter you
profefs great refpect,) would in my humble opinion,
have been fuflicient to have protected him from the
fentiments contained in your Poftfcript, being pub-
lithed to the world. Be aflured the animofities be-
tween Proteftants and Roman Catholics have exifted
too long for the peace of Society, and we ought to
endeavour to view with the eye of Charity, thofe who
are as yet unable to eradicate from their minds, the
apprehenfions and painful {enfations which fo naturally
arife, when one 'contemplates the bloody {cenes {o
numerouily exhibited in the pages of our Hiftory.

To point out the errors of either Church, and to
caution others from adopting them, is a duty which
every Minifter of the Gofpel is at times called upon to
perform. But I cannot approve of fuch a proceeding,
when accompanied with paffion, or perfonal reflecti-
ons of any kind, more efpecially in times like the
prefent, when every perfon, who confiders himfelf a
Chriftian, is called upon by motives the moft power-
ful, to unite with all of the fame perfuafion, let their

torm
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form of worfhip be what it may ; and by his example,
accompanied with the moft firenuous exertions, to
put down Atheifin, Infidelity, Superftition and Idocla.
try, to which may be traced all the “evils, that for
fome time paft, have defolated Europe, and fhaken
civiland religious Society to its foundation.

In juftice to the Bithop of Nova-Scotia, I muft fay,
that in my opinion, he has not manifefted a fpirit of
intolerance to the Roman Catholics of this Province,
and his contribution to eret the building in which
you now offigiate, will afford a firong proof in fup~
port of what I affert.

Having interefted myfelf as muchasIhave on all
occafions, to obtain for the Roman Catholics every
indulgence neceflary te enable them freely to worfhip
God in their own way ; and to obtain for them per-
feét fecurity, both for their perfons and property, 1
caunot help feeling moft fenfibly, every kind of pro-
ceeding that has a tendency to prevent the good
effects of fuch afyftem ; in the perfeétion of which L
had good hopes no impediment would be thrown
in the way, or any juft caufe given to His Majefty’s
Proteftant Subjeé’ts‘, to view the warmth and zeal of
the Minifters of the Church of Rome with ajealous
eye.

"Let me then recommend moderation, temper
and prudence to you on this head ; and whilft you
obey the law, and preferve the good opinion of your
own congregation, without giving offence to thofe of
other religious perfuafions, [ think I may fafely af-
fure yvou, that you may rely on the fame liberality,

fupport
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fupport and protection, which your plcdeccﬂbr who
was the founder of the eﬁabhfhment you now enjoy,
cxperienced. ‘

I have taken too great a part in effe@ting the tole-
ration of the Roman Catholicsin this Province to be
indifferent on that fubje& : And I feel very fincerely
interefted, that all the good effe@ts expeéted from that
meafure, may be realized. Iwrite therefore my fen-
timents thus freely to you, froman ap'prehenﬁon that
your zeal to ferve that caufe; thay injure it. Be
affured that if the fubje& oft tolerating that religion
was now under confideration, your publication, fo
far from promoting the object, would to a certainty
put a ftop to it. .

I cannot conclude without obferving, that I have
read with the utmoft aftonithment, that part of your
work which brings Sir Richard Mufgrave’s name, be-
fore the public in this Province. Icannot fee with
indifference the attack you have made on him, to
whom, from your expreflions, I muft believe you are
a total ftranger. 1 have the honor to number him
amongt my particular friends. I have known him
from his earlieft days to the prefent time. e was
my fchoolfellow ; and I know not a more honoura-
ble, upright and honeft man. Be aflured he docs
not merit the expreflions you have applied to him.
His charaéter ftands too well eftablifhed, to need any
fupport from me, or to be in the leaft danger of
fuffering, from the obfervations you have thought
proper to make on it.

I beg leave to return your publication with my

compliments.
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¢ompliments.  If T could approve of it, I would with
pleafure retain it; but I cannot bring myfelf to think-
that it can {érve any ufeful purpofe ; and Ihave with
fincere good wifhes to ferve the interefts of the peo-
ple, whofe caufe you urdertake to vindicate, candidly
given to you my reafons, why I cannot approve of
your letter.
Iam;,
Sir,
Your very obedient
humble Servant,

RICHARD JOHN UNIACKE,

To the Revd: Mr. Bourke,
HalifB.XO

ERRATA.

Page g, line 2, from the bottom of the Note, for where, read were,
16y 14, fromthe top, for reigns, read reins.
43s K8, for your, read you.
47> $y Jor word, read world.






