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ON THE CHARACTER A.ND GENIUS 

OF THE: 

.ROM.fl.N C.fl.THOLIC BELIGIO.iV. 

MUCH ingenuity bas been displayed, and much learning 

mis~employed, in discovering and defending the dogmas of the 

"True Church :" tomes of controversial theology have been 

f'xhausted upon the subject, and the enquirer, whose 50ul':,\ 
IlI"al1h was interested in the question, has been either deterred 
from enquiry, by its magnitude~ and compelled to swallow tb@ 
opiate of implicit faith, or else, perplexed and doubting, to trust, 

withollt examination, to guides who surpassed hinl only in tho 
!'ll bstitution of blind assurance for honest hesitation; and ill 
hal'ing acquired learning-useless and misused. If not more 
learned than Our fathers, we seem to know the value of time 
a little better ~ common sense has broken the cobwebs in 
which learned sophistry had involved the religious interests of 
1\1 an; and we trust that the time is not far dbtant, when aU 
those dogmas that have so degraded the human understanding, 

and the Christian religion, will be sUhstituted for a cOllscielltious 

adherence to scriptural truth. 

At that tiuie-a time which a~suredly will come, though it. 

arri~'al may be delayed-at tbat time when the idols of a corrupt­

pd Christianity, like those of paganism, will "be gil'en to the 
moles and to the bats;" wbert the Baal and N ebo of a spurious 
faith, howen~r the professors may term it; will bow down and 

stoop, and the Dagon of this world's devices will fall before the 
ark of the revealed word-at that time, mf'1l will look haek 

with astonishment upon the devie!>s which they illl'ented, and 
tbe 8ysteols to which thpyenslaved tbem"elves; thoy will look 

,with the iulel1~enesl5 of tho ~hilJWreck()d marinel' upon the 
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}'oeks and shoals which had well nigh proved their destruction; 
and will regard with amazement and humiliation, the human. 
erected edifices, under whose roofs they had sheltered them. 
selves from the piercing light of Ood's word. Among those 
edifices that founded on the seve,n hUls has not been the least 

distinguished-its walls have been consolidated by time, and its 
front adorned with the spoils of reason; its portentous shadow 
has darkened long past ages, and its deep racesses have wit­

nessed and concealed the artifices of human cunning, and the _ 
heavings of human ambition, mingled with the tears of real 
penitence, and the bursts of agonized contrition. 

It is not enough to account for the thraldom with Which 
the See of Rome bas so long pressed down even powerful 

and struggling minds, to ring with sceptical flippancy, the 
chanf!es upon ignorance, and priestcraft, and remorse. It has 
lJeen said, by divine authority, that" offeilces must come," oc. 
casions of stumbling must be presented, while the frailty of 
man is em-ironed \vith temptations; but the same divine 
teacher adds, " woe to those by whom the offences do come.'·­
It is indeed true; that iniquity will abound, but the jullg'ment 
awarded against its workers is not the less just; it is true that 
temptations will arise-but they who drug the envenomed 
chalice will find no e:'l:cnse in this sad moral necessity. There 
has been ignorance, and Popery has used it; there is priest .. 
craft, and Popery employs it; even the profligate will be visited 
with remorse, and Popery has purchased temporal aggrandize­
ment by trafficking with the tears and sighs of its ,·otaries. 
'Fhis is all conceded-but ill this, Popery does not diffur from 
other false or corrupted systems; besides, to account for the 
phenomenon, it must be shewn that there is something in the 
system of Rome which enables it to wield with pecuHal" power 
the weapon.s of ignorance, priestcraft, and remorse; it must be 

shewn that this same system was equally calculated to meet the 
blaze of scie(]ce, and to work in the darkness of ignorance; 
t() overpower or silence thp researches of the eighteenth, as 
well as the turbulence of the sixteenth centnry; to turn to its 

l1.5e toe learning of ~Iabillon, the piety of Fenelon, the accut~. 
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ness of Pascal, as well as the fanaticism of Francis, and the 
brutality of Bonner. Considering it merely in a psychological 
point of view, the question is not without interest, and is con, 
nected with many of the most remarkable phenomena oUhe 
buman mind; in a religious point of view, it is of indefinite 
importance; for, if we can discuss the secret power which 
this tremendous system has possessed, we may be enabled to 
piscover the relative weakness in our nature; and if Popery be 
indeed the religion of unregenerate man, even Protestants, 
the most anxious, may dread lest there may lurk in them, 
selves more jJ;!he,ent tendencies to it than they were at first 
,~ware Q(. 

When we survey the system of the church of Rome and its 
progress; in the extent of its triumphs, and the consolidation 
of -its powers; in the decline qf its "om inion and its many 
recent attempts .at resuscitation, we must be struck by one of 
jts characteristics, to which, perhaps, more than any other, that 
progress has bee» owing, and by w4ic4 those triumphs have 
been prolonged. It is impossible tI).at a set of opinions and 
practices could have hac!. votaries through so many ages, and 
from such various quarters; it is impossible that the prince and 
the peasant, the warrior and the mon~, the philosopher, in the 
fuJI blaze of science, and the ferocious barbarian; it is i m· 
possible that all these could have confessed its sway and fe' 

ceived its fetters, were there not very much in the system. 
which was congeniaJ with human nature in the abstract, and 

very much which shifted and varied witq the persons to WhOl1l 
it was applied-like the magic garment ill the nursery tde, it 

must have relaxed or contracted its folds, according to the 
moral dimensions of tpe recipient; and were we to name the 
peculiarity of Romanism, as a religious system, we lVould ex. 
press it in one word-4PPLIC.411ILITY. Other system:.; have 
been invented to suit the characters and genius of illdil·:~ 

duals, or times, or nations. The creed of Manes was the 
monstrous product of orientalized Christianity; the visions of 
Hilldooism snlJdued th\} weak and imaginative professors of tho 
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creed of Brahmll; ferocity in pubhc, and indulgence ill prl"afer 

liCe, find shelter under the relaxed robes of Islam ism, and each 

ha:li rec~oned its com-erts by thousands, but they are still con~ 

fined and local-the one was indigenous in Asia. and nEWer 
:6ourJshed in Europe; the ab;urdities of Hinrloo superstition 
offend the taste tven of 'those who patronize under another 
name, its proce$s'ions or penanc~8, and the deserts of Arabia 
are the birth-place and limit of l\Iaho~ed~nism. Not so with 
Popery-it not only finds in hunian natu~~ a powerful and ei. 

, , -. , j 

Jective ally, but wlien that human nature has been varied and 
transmuted, tbis system has changed 'with it-retai~i~g the 
:;ame name, and ai~ing at 'the same power, it' has Proteus.lika 
altered its shape and its dimensions, and on the coast ~f CtJro: 
mandel, at t~e court 9f P~~in, qnder the mildnflss of an ~ta}ian 

or the rigors of a British sky, it presents far diffeJ;"ent feature~ 
and characters, while its identity is preserved by the sam~ 
(!ompromi:!ling app!icilbility to 9~m,1!-1l ~a~~~e~ and the same it~: 
ISatiable thirst for dominat~on. ,. ", 

Look at this system as it pervades Spa,in anc;l Haly, reyeIling im 
. ., I: I 

the uncontroled power which has been conferred on it; look at 
it in Great Britain assuming the decorum of moderation, and 
professing to be the advocate for the rights of man; look at it ill 
[I"llland since the time of the reformation, actuating and inciting 
ber deluded follO\ ... ers to acts of violence' and rebellion, when 

she can do it wit~ safety, a~d stretching the broad shield of her 

infallibility to vover crimes that are shocl,..ing to humanity; see 

it in thi~ countI:Y, t'-4rough t~e in~trume~tality of a miserable apos. 
tacy, striving to erect its head, cQalescing altern~tely with the 
1:nfidel who denies the sac~ed scriptuJ:fls, ~~d the ~olit\cian wh~ 
abusE'S those of its professor~ who mate ~hem their rule of faith, 
and guide unto salm'tion_ Compare her in these different situa. 

, I j_ 

tions and say if the power she 11"-\s obtained is mOfe remark~ble 
than tbe pliability which she has ;nanifested.' In the dark ag-e; 

she had hef miracles and wonders to amuze and terrify th~ 
credulous; in enlightened periods she halO learning and sophistr; 

to ~on[oullll; fur the devout she has solitude and r..edit!\tiull' 
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!.or the ii!Uid purg~tory and penance; f,?r tlip- profligate indul. 
gences and absolution i the hlquisith'e she baff1.es Of satisfie:o 
with her scholastic distinctions and divisions; and to the indo-
• ' , I " • 

lent or the ignorant she extends her dogma of implicit faith. 
J <; her penitent fearful of a sin, yet desirous of its elljoymellt ? 

she propounds to him by the mouth of her casuists that thtt 
~opinion of one Doctor may render an opinion probable,-aml. 

what opinion, huwever erroneo~s, has not been defended by 
Some olle Ductor? Is her penitent addicted to a course of 
illcorfect living? she.compensates for such by other acts, weigh­
ing against each other good deeds and el'iI. Ishe imperfe':t ill 
his repentance? she has her doctrines of attrition to soothe 

him, Docs he die in t~rrot? she consoles him with· the tem­

porary sufferings of Purgatory. Does he shrink from the fear 

of eternal punishment? she presents her pastors to the tremb. 
iing wretch, who offer to take his salvation on themselves, and 
~o suumit to the wrath of God in his place. For the gloomy, 
she prol'idRs fastillgs, and macerations, aud scourges,- to the 
~ay, she presents processions, aud festivals, and jubilees,-the 
serious she sets to work in tbe learned labours of her myst~ries; 

and the fanati<:al she employs in forming a new, or reforming a 

worn-out order--cbeering them with the distant prospect of 
beatification. A ::;ystem so admirably adapted to human nature, 

wbich can thus vary with the var)'ing character of its SUbject, 
~nd call confer ~n m'ery chauge the ::;tamp of illfallilJilHy, must 

bare succeeded. The magnitude of its claims conioundpd the 

~l1quirer into their foundation; the compromising morality of 

the system enlisted on its side the advocat~, alld the slal'e 01 the 
world; the deep tOile ~f piety which marks many of its sel­
,:ices, gratified the feeling::; of the demut; the ambiti~us foulld 
i~ a useful aily-the profligate a gentle ceJJsor- the enthusiast 
;;/1 incentive to his' vh;ioll~-and the learned au appro\'er of his 

labours. 

'Vide splead ai? has been the oominioll which the Church of 
Rome bas exercised 'Oil the mind:; of men, it has bceu, we COll­

ceive, the result of tbis adaptation to tbeil' characters, their cir. 

~umstallce~, their. ~irtlles and tht)ir vit'e/!. And while the Ull~ 
, . 
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J,lf1n<1ing nature of Protestantism disclaims an alliance with the 

principles to which Romanism owes its triumphs-a compliance 
with these principles decorates in India the Roman priest with 
the insignia of the Br':lhmin, and in Rome confers the majesty 
and assumption of empire on " the servant of the servants of 

God." Many have wonderecl that ~n a system SQ apparently at 
mriance with the details of Scripture, so muc~ genuine piety 
should be found as marks the characters Qf tl)e Pascals, the 
Arnolds, the Fenelons, and the Ql/.esr.el~, The .question is not, 
on our prillciple, difficult of solution. The system would have 
Leen imperfect if it did Hot possess attractions for such spirits­
nliments for such minds. Abstracted from the world and supe­
rior to its attractions, deeply spirituali~ed and devoted to the 
service of God, they neutralized by scriptural I;lourishment 
much of the poison of the church under which they lived; anej. 
for the grosser pari::; of her system found in themselves a re­
pellant princiI,\e which prevented them dwelling on them so as to 
confute or desert t4flm. Be it remembered too that such men 
liring ill communion with God, ban~ never found favour witq 

the See of Rome. The condemnation of Fenelon has marke4 
the extent to which a mind like hio; can yield to usurped autho­

rity; the agitations produced Ly the nul Ulligcnitu8 which 
condemned Quesnel 4ave not .yet iiubsided; and with the COIl­

demnation of the J ansenists much of the real pjety of the Churcq 
of Rome was expelled from her commuuion. Let it be remem~ 

bered too that the system which is so spiritualized by the piety 
of Fenelon and the deep convictions of Pascal, at that very 
mornl'nt was extending the sword to the ruthless dragoons of 
Louis Xl V -breaking every tie which can bind society together 
in the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and fostering the per~ 
nicious practice and precepts of the morality of the Jesuits. It 
should be remembered that it is not the effect which such minds 
as these have on the system that should be regarded as the cri. 

terion, but the effect which the system has qpon such minds, 
and upon the general mass of mankind. The slavish supersti­
tion of one man, and the slavish submission of the other, only 
ilrm"e the impo:ling weight of opiaiOll and fcspect which cou14 
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enthral such minds; while in the degraded state of the peasan. 

try of J reland-in the patrons, stations, and holy wells, we may 

see the natural result of the tendencies, when uncounteracted by 
education or scriptural knowledge . 

. It may be said that Protestantism presents different aspects 

in different ranks, and it is partially true; but the effect of it on 

the poorer classes is to raise, not to degrade them-to disen­
thral their minds, and not to rivet their chains. The very exer. 

tion of intellect and employment of mind, which are the charac­

teristics of Protestantism, have a tendency to produce tbis 

effect. The gospel preacbed to the poor raises their intellec. 

tual as well as moral character, and the mere bible taught 

peasant will frequently astonish the enquirer-not mOle by the 

correctness of his deportment than the justness of his views, 

and the sobriety of his opinions. It is thus Protestantism is 

distinguished from Popery as a system; it is, indeed, fitted for 
all classes and all situations, but it is so, because with scriptu" 
ral power, it reduces all classes to one awful level, and brings 

in all flesh guilty before Cod. Borrowing nothing from the 
world; it rpcognizes no difference in its ranks; it has no 

compromise of morality [or the rich, and no commutation of 
penance with rppentance, for tlJe poor; it ha~ no absolution 
which may smooth the pillow of the terrified sinner; and 110 

purgatory interposing its temporary punisbments to prevent 

guilt looking into bell. The same lesson whicb is read to tbe 

rich, is read to tbe poor; tbe same effect, if any be produced, 

must be produced on boih; and the only lesson which she 

presents to both, is, repentance iou;ard God, and faith toward 

the Lord Jeslls Christ. Hence, Protestantism is adapted to 
all classes and circumstances, by the transmuting efficacy of 
its spirit; by the energy with which it ot·erC01ne.~ tlze world: 

Popery adapts itself to the :o:hifting positions of human nature; 

finds its strength in the wealmess of its subjects; and instead 

of lew~Iling the distinctions of life, pro\'itles 11 religion and a 

system for each. 

If a Protestant of the Church of England be questioned as 
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to his belipt, be poin'ts to the Scripture 115 the sole foundatioll 

of his faith and to the articles and homilies; as the inter-, 
pretation which he assigns to it. If the same question be 

put to a Ro/aan Catholic who had Just before been boasting of 

the unify of his Church, of the nnh'ersality of its communion, 

of the sameness of its doctrine and discipiin'e, he' refers you to 

the Council of Trent, which frequently determines nothing, and 

which is received or rejected as sovereign and people please­

to catechisms which, if we believe Dr, Doyle's oath, are altered 

at the printer's will-to divines who have no authority, and to 

canons which baw' no promulgation, Does he refer to tha 

creed of Pope Pius? that very formlllary directs you for the arti­
cles of faith to canons and rules which no Roman Catholfc' can 

enutnt'fate or pel,haps disco\'Pf. Does he direct you to coun­
"il~'~ thpir best dh-ines differ on the subject of tl1e5e' co'uncil5, 

and I'eceil'e or reject them as they please. Does he appeal to 

the note and comment which authority has affixed to their ver_ 

,~ifJn of the Scriptures? you find the text has no authority, and 

:<p~aks by ItO ecclesiastical voicp, and that these notes contra, 

diet Bach other, and their very prAlales 00 not venture to medi. 
ate bptwef'n the contendin~ parties, Such happy indistinct­

ness does the creed of this Church pOi;'se~s, that if you pre~s on 

1hem the decrees of Coulleils and the uniform practice of the 

Church, you arp reminden of one distinction; if the mt'aning of 

the words in their common sii!,"nifieation be understood, you are 
then reminded of another. TI..II'ir vpry prayers cannot he said 
without 11 mental rf'servdioll. Mirades are put forward by 
their divines as criterions of faith, and yet are allowed to be 

disbelieved; and th~ happy ambiguity, with which Trent has 

iuvf'sted all the obnoxious doctrines, is ful!y equalled by thp 
coolness with which their most iearned Prelate informs tb~ 

Hssf'rnbled Legii;'lature of the British fi::mpire, that" the iufalli. 
hili!y of tht' Pope is 11 n'ry difficult qllestion, but if the com­

mittee would study the folio of M"lchior ('allo, they will know 

what he thoug-ht \Ibout the ~ubjeet."'" Such is the fugitiv9 

nilture of this Church, that neither ill doct.·jne nor in digciplin*, 

• "ep ]),' Doyl~'s examination heel,.p tll" HOII,., of Lord" un wLich Sull,' 

va:u.:.lJle uuserl'llli"", .Ht' m.~de III ,. The Dibeot iJ[ EvitlelH:e." 
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can you fix its certainty; anll its illflillibili ty sCflIns of such a. 
happy kind, that by e~'ading examination it escapes detection. 

This diversity of character it is easy to trace to first princi­

pIes; the system of the Roman Catholic church is the result 
of the gradual accumulation of faith and cef<'mony, under the 
influence of time mid circumstance; it is not the transcript of 
the Dhine mind exhibited in one harmonious code, but a mass 

which has been formed by circumstance, and fashioned by ac, 

cident, according as nece5sity or fortune might seem to direct. 
Hence, ~'overned by men, keenly alirc to their own interests, 

the church took advantage of ereryoccurrence, which would 

seem to ndd to lt~ fortdn6 or its power; The claimed infallibility 

-while it permitted the church to bB stationary, clenied the 

possili:lity of its retrogading, and every fresh assumption 

lidding to the former, took its station beside them with all the 

dignity of time. The policy which accommodated itself to 
situation and circumEtimce, com'erted political concessions into 
general precedents; and the course which wils pursued, in 

order to gain the support of the wordly-minded, or to terrify 
the weakness of the timid, became the incrustation of a church 
whose boast is to be "s-eniper eadem." Like the British 
Constitution, it is the effect of the gradual operation of time; 
but that operation which has secured stability to human laws by 

a perpetual reference to first principles, bas indeed given stabi. 

lity, but it is the stability of error, to the additions which man has 

made to the Scriptural corle. Protestantism, being the mere 
recurrence to Scriptural principles, partakes of tleir ullcompro' 
mising character; uninfluenced by circumstances, unaltered by 
situation, it upholds the one standard of the divine decrees, nor 

permits any thing connectec with this world to add or diminish 

thereto. "The one resembles," to use Bacon's beautiful image, 
" tbe gradual work of man proving its mortality by its progrell­
sil'e formati::lI1, the uther bearillg on its uniform front the stamp 
of the Divine mind." 

\Ye c<lunot conclude these hasty obmrvatiolls 011 the pecu­

liarities of Popery, as a system, without professing our perfect 
H 
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tom'iction that tery many of those "ho h/l\'4t !ired and died 
under its influence have experienced and maniFested the deepest 
piety and the warmest devotion. \Ve are convinced that there 
are many who yield themselves to the dictates of an infallible 
church through the ilUlucnce of genuine humility, and who re .. 

fuse to examine for themselves, not because the truth would be 
distasteful or abhorrent, but because they conceive their only dnty 
to be implicit submission. There is no one acquainted with 
human nature but must know how difficult it is to shake off the 
impressions of early life, to unlearn the opinions with which we 
have been once principled, and to break through those mazes of 
error in which years have involved us i and when to this diffi­
culty is added the still keener blow which is felt by the affec..; 
tions rather than the intellect-the rending asunder of the ties 
which nature and society have produced, and the sad hostility 
which a conscientious following out of scriptural examination 
is calculated to produce. "Ve confess when we consider all 
this, that we are not surprised at the pertinacity with which 
many individuals cling to the often refuted errors of Popery. 
'Ve would not wish to be understood in these remarks that we' 

na\'e applied them to any individuals,-we speak of the system 
which we conceive blunts or misdirects the beneficial tenden­
cies of tbe buman beart-associates with itself tbe wotst and 
most terrestrial substitutes-form for substance, ilnd penance 
Mor Tf'pent':ncli!~ 



Yon, lJp1'Etl CANADA, 1st JASU.~RY, 1834, 

TO THE CONGREGATION Oli' ST. J AMES' CHURCH. 

My DEAR BS.E~HREN; 
After tbe HOllorable JOHN ELMSLF.Y returned from 

England, his .attendance at church, which had been usually very 
regular, was observed to be unfrequent; and after a little time 
altogether ceased. Rumours were afloat that he had deserted 
the faith of his fathers, and conformed to the Roman Catholic 
Church. As he had never spoken to me on tbe subject, I felt 
unwilling to notice such rumours, although, to e¥ternal appear~ 
anee, they were not without foundation; for having known no 
instance of such conversion in this Province, it seemet} scarcely 
credible, that a person who had been carefully educated. to ma­
ture age, in the doctrities of the Protestant Church, should have 
suddenly abandoned them, and attached himself to the Roman 
Catholic persuasion; but yet there seemed to be grounds for 
apprehension. :Sometimes I thought that my duty required of 
me to call upon him, and expoiitulate with him on his absence 
from public worship. At other times I considered that if he 
were sincerely in doubt, he would make his difficulties knowll 
to me; this I felt to be his dl!.ty, and whll.t I was entitled t~ 
,axpecL 

\Vhile thus contemplating the matter in my own mind, I 
received from Mr. Elmsley the following letter, with the Bishop 
j.)f Strasbourg's obserl'ations on the sixth Chapter of St. John'~ 
Gospel: 

¥ ORK, OCTQRER 7th, 1833. 
My DEAR SIR; 

" In enclosing you the cQPY of a pamphlet, the publication of 
which iJl this coulltry I hal'e ueen at some pains and ex pence to 
elfect, I trnst you WIll pardon tlle liberty I take ill begging for 
jt your most attentive consideration, in order to my being favour­
ed, at your leisure, with your opinion of the important subject 
of its pages, and al"o of the wanller III which the argument 1<1 
15ustaineu. 

,. It is an extract from the work of a w~ry able and pious Ca" 
tholic Prelate, a brief memoir of whose life is prefixed to the 
wor~ by the London publisher. The view ta'>:en by the author 
jn this most essential point ill controversy between Catholics and 
Protestants, is to me quite new. 1 have peru3ed, I believe, 
every other work to be found in the catalogue on this subject, 
helore 1 fell ill with this, and I met with nothing which lal'oured 
ttlft L'athulic dudrille al1~' thill:; lik.e it; and ai 1 may ~af{!ly illYi 
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I feel myself q1lite unable to gainsay it, So I do. not hesitate to 
say, that I have found nothing in any of the Protestant writers, 
whose controversial works I have peIU!Jed, Which throws the 
smallest difficulty upon it, OJ,' establishes a single doubt of the 
soundness of the argument. 

" Your reilding musfof course have been more, and fIIore va­
rious than, mine, ane! yopr judgment more matured; I therefore 
come t~ you, my dear Sir, as an enlightened teacher of that sect 
in whiCh 1 wa:;; born and educilted, and as a friend of my parents. 
and I flaite~ my~elf qf mi~e too, to afford me all the information 
you can s!lpply on so momentous a subject. In the mean 
time, I v, iUIlot ~onceal from you my determination, that, unless 
the subject of the Bishop's argument can pe O\;erthrown, I must, 
of necessity, nn longer abstain from receidng the Communion' 
in that Church, where alone the real presence of our Blesse~ 
Lord and Sav iour Jesus Christ, ill the Sacrament of the Eucha-
rist, is acknqw'ledged. ' . ., 

" I remain, 

" My ~ear Sif~ 
" Your's very sincerely, 

" JOHN ELMSLEY." . 

l\h DIU r. SIR: 
• YORK, ith OCTOBER, 1833. 

" I hayp to acknowledge your letter of this day, enclosing 
a pamphlet, of which you al'ow yourself the publisher. With 
the distinguished Prelate's works. of which this pamphlet forms 
a very small part, I have been for some time acquainted, and 
readily admit that, next to Bossuet, it IS tht:l ablest apology for 
the Roman Catholic Church that I have yet seen. I am, never­
thelf1,;,s, astonished tbat the Bishop's f'Xpositiol:J of the 6th Chap­
ter of St, J ohn shou!~ hal'e ma~f1 SQ deep an irnpressjon Oli j9Ul" 

mind; for no tene:-t of the Roman Catholic Church appears to 
rnA so unscripturaJ, and so extensively pernicious, as that of 
transubstantiation, nor any that has been more triumphantly 
refuted by Protestant writers; and had I beel~ called upon tq 
point out thA weakest portion of the Bishop's treatise, I should 
have pointf'd to that which you hal'e published. You must 
allow me to premise, that the very fact of your hal'fng prinft>d 
and di~seminatf'd this pamphlet before referring to mf', affords 
mf1 but small f'ncnuragpm~nt to enter upon the :,;nbject of which' 
,it treats, as it PI inees a strong- prpdilection 011 ~'ollr part in favoul." 
of the Bishop'S rea~onillg; nnd ~v~ell OUf best Protestant writ~ 
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('r~, which you say you have read, have failed to com'inc(1 I 
dare not flatter myself with the bope of being able to »ati;fy 
your scruples; but lOince you ha\'e called upon rue as tbe an­
cient friend of your parents, and as one who takes a Ii \'ely 
interest in your eternal interest, to state my sentiments, I will 
do my best to COll\'ey to your mind tbat sincere cOlll'iction of the 
unsoundness of the Bishop's argument which pervades my own. 
I must, however, bespeak your patience, as the preparation for 
the opening of the Church, and other avocations press upon me 
at present, and will pre\'ent me for some weeks from giving that 
attention to the subject which its importance confessedly merits, 

" I remain, 
" My dear Sir, 

" Your's \'ery sincerely, 
"JOHN STRACHAN." 

The members of the Roman and English Catholic Churches, 
both Clergy and Laity, have always lived 011 the most friendly 
terms in Upper Canada, and will I trust continue to do w. TLe 
former believed the field to be sufficiently large for their spirit. 
ual labours, and therefore assiduously abstained from contro. 
vtersy. A regard for the tranquillity of their flocks, and the 
variety and extent of their duties, appeared to dictate this line 
of conduct to the Clerg'y ; and their situation has hitherto afford. 
ed them little leisl>re or cOI1l'enience for polemical discus"ioll. 
But new converts, anxious to spread the strange light that ua;; 
burst upon them. are 110t easily restrained witbin tllfl limits of 
a prudent discretion; and therefore Mr. 1£1 msley thougbt it 
necessary, as it would appear, even before his finaJ com'erEion, 
to labour for the cOllcersioll of others, by publisiJing' an English 
translation of the Bishop of Strasbourg's eommelltary on the 
6th chapter of st. John. It was, [ freely confess, at the first 
view, not a little mortifying to me to see tbe SOil of two old and 
valued friends, zealous and enlig'btened members of the Church 
of England, forsaking' the faith of bis parents, and that of his 
uncle, one of the brightest pillars of our ecclf'siastical establish­
ment, and one of the most eminent classical scholars in Europe. 
Yet so conscious was I that Mr. 1£lmslev's defection would 
have no effect as an example, that bad he be~n ('onteut with tbe 
silent possession of his I1m'el opinions, and not attempted to 
spread them among my people, I should not ba\'e t.nderlakell 
their refutation. The ten"'is beld by the ROl"llM Catholic 
Church, and in which she differs from the true Catholic Church 
of England, ba\'e been so often and I think so clearly rt'futf'u, 
that Mr. Elmsley's adorti~n of them, whell eonsidered ill all it. 
pearillgs, carried with It, ill JDy apprehension, no weight wLat. 
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liver. He might therefore have ascribed ,infallibility to the 
Pope; adopted transubstantiation, auricular confession, indul. 
gences, invocation of the saints, the adoration of the cross, and 
the wQrship of relics, &c_ &c., without any molestation from me; 
for I should have considered it sufficient, on proper occasions, 
to have marked my dissent from such opjnions, and to have 
shewn on what grounds our Church pronounces them unscrip­
tural, and holds them to have no foundation jn trqth or in the 
Bible. His letter and pamphlet, however, evidently ~ssumed 
the nature of a challenge, and deprh-ed me of the power of re", 
maining silent. I must acknowledge that I was not a little 
astonished that he should ha\'e embraced at once the dodrine of 
transubstantiation, which Protestants justly consider the most 
incredible of any held by the Church of Rome: a doctrine, as 
,ve shall prove, unknown to the primith-e Church, and without 
the slightest couutenallce from Scripture_ But it was perhaps 
~lill more astonishing that l\lr. Elmsley's adoption of this tenet 
should have been produced by the Bishop of Strasbourg's ob, 
serl'ations on the sixth chapter of St. John, when it is recollect­
ed that many able didnes, both ancient and modern, are of 
opinion that it has no reference to the Lord's Supper, and is 
directly opposed to the doctrine of a real physical presence of 
the body and blood of Cilrist in the Eucharist. To me tbestl 
circumstances offer some bope: for if so slight an argument as 
can Le drawn from a disputed explanation of a passage of Scrip­
ture, wLose application to the subject is doubted, has unsettled 
or carried com'iction to bis lI)ind, when the utter weakness of 
tbat argumt'nt is sbewll, he may return to tbe true fold. Per. 
haps Mr. Elmsley bas been bp.wildered by the words" real pre­
sence," for he seelIIS to think, from the last paragraph of his 
letter, that the real presence of OUI' blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ in the S~crament of the ~ucharist is only acknow­
ledged in the Church of Rome ;-in this be is greatly mistaken, 
for the doctrine of the real presence in the Lord's Supper is 
held by all Protestant Churches, and particularly by the Cburch 
of England: not indeed as the Church of Rome holds it, a cor~ 
poral or physical presence of Christ's natural flesh and blood; 
for that Church ruaintains, in contradiction to reason, Scripture, 
a.ntiquity, and the eridellce of our senses, that the substance of 
the bread and wine is changed into the very suu;:tance of Christ's 
personal body and blood; but the Church o£ England jJeliel'es 
that lh(\ bread _and wine become boly, and the spiritual body and 
blood of ChrIst, and therefore the rea! preiSence which she 
maintains is spiritual-not carnal; for Christ's body is in hea' 
ven, not to retul'll till he come with his mighty al)O"eis to judo-a 
the world. How then, to adopt the language of on~ of the l11~st 
t'minent Prelate;; of our Church, can his body be suppoEed tQ 
~ome t10wu to tW(,:11y thou:;L\ml diH:C:rent churches to bji' dividl.ld . '. ( 
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che\V~d, ~ltllo\Ved and digested: the pr~5(,llce 1he>refof('l for 
which we . contend is the "pi ritual ['I'esenep of Christ; It pre­
!ence by which we abide in Christ and Christ abideth in us, to 
the obtaining of eternal life, and such presence is fitly named a 
., real presence," for it is not fnigned, but true and faithful. 

My first intention was strictly to confine myself to the Bishop 
of Strasbourg's commentary on our §,wiour's remarkable dis­
course in the Synagog'ue of Capernallm, but finding it perverse 
and erroneous, I thought it better to change my plan, and to 
gi\'e snch an acconnt of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as 
shonld not only contain a full answer to the Bishop, but tend 
to instruct and edify my congregation, and all Christians who 
should peruse my work on one of the most important parts of 
onr holy religion. Having little relish for controversy myself, 
I thought many were of the same tast." and I have therefore 
didded my subject into three sections :-First, Observations 
on the Eucharist. Second, A short History and Refutation of 
Transubstantiation. Third, Remarks on the Sixth Chapter of 
S1. John's Gospe!.'" The first section I feel warranted ill recom­
mending to the perusal of all who are desirous of forming' a 
just conception of the Lord"s Supper. The second and third 
sections contain less of the spirit of controvPfsy, than is usual 
in su~h publications, and are reliever! by many remarks which 
perhaps to most readers will be llew and striking. 

The numerous calls upon my time have dc'layed the 'lork 
50 me weeks longer than I intended, or ratber the dPlay has 
been occasioned by enlarging- the plan. I have consulted <,.11 
the authors on the subject within my reach; nor have I scru­
plt'd to mix up their observations with my own, and e\'en to use 
their words, to~ little absolutely new can be mid upon a subject 
which, from it~ great dignity and importance, has employed Ihft 

peBs of the principal Christian writers ~ince the days of the 
Apostles. My great aim has been lucid atrangement and per­
~picuous statement; and if I have succeeded, the touching 
beauty and value of the ordillance of which I treat, will t,mkti 
tny performance useful to the Christian inquirer. 

1 remain, 
My dear Brflthrcn, 

Your atIi'ctionate Pa~tor. 
JOHN STRACHAN. 

" The Puh1i8her~ considN it Fufficient in giving the third ~pction DC the 
ypnprable the }\r('hdeacon'$ pamphlet entire, being: an answ~r to, and com' 
plpt" reflltation of the Bi~hop of Stra;;bonrg's P.rroneoUS comment~ on .th.e 
.ixth ("haptpr of St. .Iohn's Co.pp!. In the conclllome; remark, whIch It 11 
tlwit' intention to make on thie subject. portions of other IC"lions witl h~ 
m'lIue use Qf. 



SIXTU CHAPTER. OF !iT . .JOliN, 

}"RO!ol V"ERS~ 27 '1'0 71, INCLUSIVE. 

"27. :'abollr not for thc meal which perisheth, hilt for that meat whi .. h 
f'urluretb unto eV!'riaRting; life. which the :Son of man shall give Ullto you i lor 
i<im hath Cod tt." Father sealed • 

.. :28. Then oain they unto bim, What shall we do. that we might work the 
work, of Guu ? 

.. 29 .. Ie",,, answered and said unto them, This is the work of God. that 
v(' believ!' on him whom he hft h RPllt . 
• .. 3 ••• They Raid therefore I1nto him, What sign shelVest thon then, that we 
roay Hee, and believe thee? what dust thou work? 

" :H. Our fnthers did eat mauna in th" ues!'J"t ; as it i, ,,'ritten, He gave 
them bread f.-.)m I'eaven to eat . 

.. :H. Then Jesus said unto them, Verih'. "eril,', I say unto Y01l, Mosps 
j?;ave you not that bre.d frulll He,,, en j !.Jut m} Father givtth yuu the true 
lJrcad trom heaven . 

.. ;::~, For the hr~ad of God is he which cometh dOlVn from heaven, and 
g;,'eth lile unto (he ,,-orld . 

.. ;n. Tlhn .aiu they un',o him, Lord, evermore give 11< tLis breau . 
•• ::;; Ana Jesus s:tid unto them. J am the bread ur life: he that cometh to 

me shall never hunger, and (Je that believeth on me sllaI: ne,'er thirst . 
.. <10. Dilt l saiLl unto yOIl, Th"t ye also have seen me, anu helieve not • 
.. 3i. All th'lt the Father giveth me shall C01l1" to me; and him that com· 

etlJ to Ole, I will 10 no Wi8(-' ca,sl out . 
•• :18, FUL' I CfIlIle uown frum heaven, not to do mine o'Vn "ill, but the will 

of him that sent me: 
•• :19. And this is the Father'" wlll which has sont me. that of all whi/'h 

h" hath gi.en me 1 blLUuIJ. luoe notiliLLg, _!.Jut shoulLl raise it up again at tile 
last uay . 

.. 4(), And this is the will of hi'n that ,ent me, that everyone which seeth 
the :"011, and b"lievt>th on him, ""'Y have cverid!;tin" lile i and 1 wtll raioe 
iIi", "pat the last. day 

.. 41, The Jews then murmored at him, because he said; J am tlte bread 
which "11m"," down from Heaven . 

•. ·il. And they ,aid, Is llUt this Jesus, the ~on of Joseph ,whoSE: father and 
111otht'r we know: bow is i t tiJl:"U that he said!, J came duwn trom lIeaven ? 

.. 43. Jesus therefore anslve,eu and said unto them, Murlllur nut aLllOl1g 
you r~l> I ves . 

•• 4-L 1\0 man call come I1lltO me P"cppt the F.tlher which hath sent mc 
draw him; and' will raise h(m up at the last uay • 

.. 4;,). It is wrilten in the pm)JheLs, .\nd Lhey slun he all taught of Gud. 
Every mau therefore that hatl! beard, and h"th learned uf the Father, lULlleLh 
lJULo ,ne • 

•. 40. Not that any man hath seen the Father. save he which is uf God i 
Iw hath g"en the F.,llte r . 

.. 4i. Verily. \eLily, I ~ay unto you, He that believeth on me hath e\'er-
l.,slin[,!; life. 

"olr>. I am that bread of life. 
" 49. Yuur fath,'r" Jid eat lLlanna in the wilderness. and ar(' dead. 
" ;jll. This is the bread which cumeth down h'/JIlI heaven, that a man rna\" 

('at thpreu(. and lIot die. . 
.. .'it. I am the Ii. iu~ bread which came down fL"Om heaven. If any (f.al\ 

~"t 01 thi, lJread. he shall lLve lur ~,er: ano the ureau tilat i will "i,t! i, L:ly 
fl~sh, which I will givl" II)[" the lile ,,1' tile world. " 

" ;";:!, The J~,,', Lhprt'lure stl'O\'" :tlUOlll.( thcm&elre~ ~n\"ing flow <:;\11 Uti.; 
nlau give U:i his ill!~h lo t:c1t:- J .. , 
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" 53. Then Je'lls laid unto them, Veril)', verily, J say IInto yllll, EXcept 
ye eat ti,e t1e:oh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
YOII. 

" 54. WhORO eateth my fie,It, and drinketh my ulood, hath eternal liCe j 
and I will raise him lip at the last day • 

.. 55 For nl\, fle,h ii< meat indeed. and my blood is drink indeed. 
".5n. lie thiLt eatelh my flc"h anu drillketh my blood, dwelleth in me,and 

I in him 
";'7, .~. thc'living Father hath ;;ent me, and I live by the Father j 50 he 

that eateth llIe. even he shall li\'p II\' I,h· • 

• , D~, This is th~t ure,dl which' came down fcom heaven: not as your 
fathers did eat IU",,"", ,:.1L1 are dead: Ire that eateth of this breau shall live 
fur ever. 

iO r.~I. ThC'sf' tllings said h(' in the s~:nn:'!0?;11(" as he taught in Capernaum. 
" 60. '11 illany lileret'ore ~r his ,\)'(il')oo, when lhey hearu l"is, said., this 

is a hard ::o.(Lying, who can hEar it?" 
•. 61. When J"SllS knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he 

said 111110 them, Doth this olIend von? 
.. 62, IFhat, and if ye shull see the Son of man ascend up where he wa. 

Lefore? 
.. ci:; It is the Spirit that quickcllctil; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 

words tbat I t'pp..,k unto YOll, tin!} i1.lespirit, unu tiuy are lir~ . 
.. G-t hI![ lllt're are Some ot IOU that believe not. For Jesus knew from 

the he~innitJg wh" they were th<;t believed not, anu who .hould uetray him. 
H OJ ... -\Btl lie t-oaid, tbrreiore said r unto YOll, 'flJat no man can come unto 

nlP, f>xcept it we!e g,h.:pn unto h;nl ()f my Fd.ther. 
H ~li, 'iT From th,,\ tilli. many of hid discil)les went back, llnd walked ll() 

1110re with him • 
• , G7. 'IIII'll Je,us said unto the twelve, Will ye also g;o awav? 
., 6". Then ~ill1on ['ctel' auomered Ililll, LurJ, to whem shaH we go? tholl 

haRt the woru.; ot eternal life . 
.. 6a. Anu we beli~ve, and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of 

tbe livin" God . 
.. 7u, Je,us answered them, IIave nut I chosen yon twelve, and one of yo 11 

is a dt:1vil ? 
.. 'il. He sp"ke of Ju,ja, Tscadut, the iOI! of Simon j for he it was that should 

lictray ilim, ueiliC; Que of the t\\'elve, 

In the bi5tOl~y and refutation of the doctrine of transubstan­
UatioJl, g.j H'n in the second section, 1 purposely re,erved for 
speci,,J cOllsideration, what our Lord says in the Sixth Chapter 
of 8t. J oha',,; Gospel, because the Bishop of Strasbourg seem3 
to think that tlIe strongest argument for the real !Jresence is 
deri\-eu from that portion of Scripture. In this opinion the 
li'urned Prt'l2.le La~ the misfortune to differ, as will afterwards 
appeal', with the most ancient Fathers Of the primitive Church, 
":5 well as witlI the most able DiI'ines belonging to his own; 
and wben we place St, Ignatius, Clement of Alexandria, Ter­
t~lllial1, Athana:;ius, Cyril, A llgustine, Pope Gelasius, and 
Faculldus, ill upposition tu (he iJi::;hop of Slrasbourg', the latter 
stands, as an author, in a position by no means em-iaLle. 011 
reading the sixth chapter of st. John, you will find, that our 
Saviour, after feeding the five thollsaud, was under the lleCe!_ 
sity of withdrawing himself from the mllltitude, as they were 
gbillS' to take him by force to w~l,e him a King; b()lieving, 

C 
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froin the 5upernatural power that he had displayed, that he was 
able to deliver them from all tbeir enemies, and to redeem the 
Jews from their present slavery onder th~ R<?m~n yoke. ~ esu:r 
havinO' retired to the mountain alonf', his disciples set saIl fOf 
Cape:'naum, and while they were· tossed by. a tempest in the 
middle of tbe sea, they saw the Lord walkmg on the waters, 
and immediately they found themselves at land. N ext morn· 
ing the multitude souO"ht Jesus thro' the whole neighbourhood, 
for they knew that he"'had not gone in the ship with his disciples ;, 
fiutnot finding him, themostforward of them procured some boats 
and went in search of him to Capernaum. Beholding Christ on 
their arrival, surrounded by his disciples, teaching the people in 
the Synagogue, they were unable to contain their astonishment, 
and exclaimed-" Rabbi, when cam est thou hither?" JesuS 
knowing their spirit and temper, relmked thpm, and exhorted 
ahem to seek a better· portion than the meat that perisheth, namely, 
the meat which endureth 10 ew'rlasting life, which the Son of 
Man shall give unto you, for him hath God the Father sealed, 
that is, authorised amI commisfioned to bestow this spiritual 
fo£)d. rl'he mention of the meat that p<,rislietb, connected as it' 
was with the miracle of the 10al'es, afforded our Sal'iour an 
opportunity of improving, as was his usual custOlll" the incident 
fur the edi fication of hi~ heaters. Solemn and awakening there~ 
fore as this discourse certiiinly is, it was not introduced by any 
formal preparation. Jesus had ('scaped from the people when 
tbey wished to make him a King; h€ bad passed ol'er the sea'ot 
'}'iberias to Capernaum; some of the more aeth·e a!ld forward' 
of the muliitude had followed him, all account of the miracle of 
the loaves, and from carnal, not spiritual moth'es.' This gal'e' 
rise, in a way quite natural, tu the rel11arlcable conversation re­
corded by St. John; as ill his discourse with the Vi;oman of 
Samaria, our Lord took occasion, from her drawillg the water," 
to pursue his conversation under the alleg·ory of water; so, OIl 

this occasion he carries it on under the aIIl:'gory of eatil1g and 
drinking. He calls the doctrine of the Gospel uread and wine, 
because Christianity rests on the great doctrines of the incarna~ 
tion and death of Christ, which are here callrd his flesh and blood.' 
Therefore Jesus speaks of the bellef of these things under the 
Jihrate of eating his flesh and drinking his blood, by w hidf 
f~od they were to becom~ imm~rtal and partakers of his glory. 
] he metaphor of expressmg spltltual food by meat and drink,· 
used uy our'LOl't1,through the whole of this chapter, is familiar 
to easterti nations, and occurs fr(,quently in Scripture. Thuif 
Solomo~ represents wisdom as inViting men, saying·, " Come 
" eat of my bread, and drinlr ofilie wine which I have mingled."> 
~saiah exclaiins, " Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 
]s not' bread, and your labour for that which satisfieth not. 
liearken diligently unto me, and eat ye thut which is'good;, 
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and let your soul delight in fahle~s." And our Lord in thi~ 
chapt;;lr exhorts the J flWS not to labour for the meat that per. 
ishett, but for that meat which endureth for ever. But why, it 
may be asked, should this allegorical or figurative mode of i~~ 
struction have been adopted by Christ, as the more natural way 
would have been to deHI'er his doctrines in express terms, as in 
some cases he has actually oone; what need of another languag'.€! 
(0 convey the same truth? To this I answer, that tbe more 
natural method to the ,Jews was the figurative Of aIlegQrical~ 
such being the chrlracier of tht:'ir numerous rites, awl of the 
greater part of their Scripture, in which the Dirine commQlli~ 
cations are not Iitpral, but com'eyed in types, symbols\lnd meta­
phors.-For the Mosaic d,spensation was not so mt;.ch a revela­
tion as a dpposit of truths to be revealed: the form in which 
these trutbs are deposited being calculated rather to mould men's 
minds for their reception, thun positil'ely to teach thea;J.-1 t 
!."'-Ias the Gospel whi,eh was to bIing them to lig!:.t. Hence th~ 
Christian\s view of the doctrines of his religion is by this modt;! 
of expression connected with its proofs: our LOld, therefore, 
hy conforming his plan of teaching to the spirit of the Jewish 
Scriptures, reminded them of the charader of these Scriptures, 
:-vbich were so composed that the indocile and uncanditl seeing 
might not see, and heariI?-g might not understand. ~, 

Our Lord hadng reproved them for their eagerness after 
perishable food, they ask? " W hat shall we do, that we may 
'work the works of God ?" The Sadour answered, "This is the 
work of God, that ye believe in him whom he hath sent:' III 
this expression the .rews understood him to mean himself, and 
to require a belief in his divine character as the Messiah; bUJ; 

prerlooking his miracles, and deluded with the notion of a great 
temporal king and de!il'erer, they were offended, and hastily 
inferring that he could not be that mighty conqneror promised 
~n the law and the prophets. Ii everth('less, as he manifestly 
as~mmed that tiHe, they demanded new and gl'eater proofs than 
those which he' had yet given; for as the Messiah was higher 
than Moses, he ought to do much greater miracles; and having 
regard to the feeding of the five tllOusand, tl1<'y sllggested that 
Moses did much more. "What sign," said they, " showest 
thou, that we may see and believe thee to be the Messiah; what 
dost thou work? Our"fathers did eat I'll all na in the desert, and it 
is written, He~ gave them bread from heaven to eat;" as "if they 
had said, admitting the miracle of the five barley loaves and the 
five thousand, it was but a single miracle, and a trifling number; 
but Moses fed the whole Jewish nation, being upwards of two 
millions, not for a day or a month, but during forty years. Our 
~aviour rectifies their mistake, teaching them that it was not 
~?ses uutGod,who gaye them t~e manna, audnow gavt'lthem tb~ 
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true brpad from beavAll, of which that was the type and figur~, 
for the bread of God is be which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world. Still supposing Christ to. speak of 
the material bread which would not suffer them to die, but to 
live for ever or to a very great age, they said unto him, " Lord 
evermore O'/,'e us of tbis bread;" for if you can give us such 
bread we "are ready to adm'owledge you to be greater tban 
Mose~; for our fathers, though tbey did ef,t manna, died in the 
wilderness. Our Lord then adds, " J am the brflad of Jife; be 
that cometh to me sllall nm'er hunger, and he that believeth on l'I\e 
suallnever tLirst; 1 came dOVql from hea""11 to saVf~ the world, 
and this is tbe Father"s will that hath sent me, that of all whicjl 
he h3th !'-'h'en mfl I shoDld loose none, but raise it up at the last 
day." Our Lord's fig'urab'(' manner of ('xpre£siJ~g bimself 
throngl: the whole of this discourse, is particularly manifested 
in this qL~()tation; had be not been speaking' spirill\<lJly ~ it would 
have been absurd to promise tbat his disciples should nol hunger 
and thirst after eating this IlIlysterious nieut; what our ~ord 
promised is, that tbey should never hUllger and tbirst for wan,t 
of it, 'This answer 110t pleasing the Jews, they murmured, 
saying, " Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, wbose father an~ 
mother we know?-bow is it then that bp. saith I came down 
from bearen ?" Disappointed in their worldly expectations, 
and baving no relisb for ~plritual blessings, tile Jews were 
incensed at bi" arrogance in pretending to have come down from 
hea"en, and said in hitter derision, I' Is not this the sou of J osep,\l 
the carpenter; how then has be the presnmption to say that 
he df'scended from hf'ayen?" On this our Lord rebukes tbfl1l1 
for their hardness of hf'art, and intimates tbat tbeir opposition 
to spiritnal thing's aroo(' [rom their corrupt nRtl1reS, which divil1~ 
power could alone suLJdue: and he decl::res, that no man in his 
present deg'?fJerate state can di"est himself of his b!indlwss and 
enmity to God, and serionsly belie,'e in his 5011, unless the 
FathE'r draw him, that is, pE'fsnllde him by the h{:u?l1eE' of hiS 
Spirit. The time was not ::et carne Id)ell the' mys~~'ry of the 
incarnation ,vas to be EO revealed as to lwC'ome an article of 
faith, but the discourse of our Saviollr led Clem to his celestial 
orig'in and divine mission. ;>nd the testiu)lIY afforded by his 
works or miracles fully justify his insistinr; upon their belief oil 
him. "Yerily, "erily, 1 my unto yon, ~;:at he tbat believeth on 
me hath everlasting li;l'." Here the Lishop of· Stmsboul'<>' 
asks, " \V hat is trw meaning' of 1 !.:; is exordium, and of this mar:: 
ner of opening himself by hdn's, aa~ by degr(>es? How comes 
it that hE; reminds them, at fppeated in(errals of the nflcessitv of 
~he faith due to bis characif'f, ~is .miracles lln'd divinity? 'VVhat 
IS the tendency of tilese prelllTIlllary ff'COrnmenaations? In 
what are they. to end or what i~ he ihinldng of proposing to 
them? SomethIng rery extraofdmary no doubt, and very d,d:l. 

, . - .. 
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cult to lJe rt'ceived, otbf'rwise he would 1Jave explained himself 
without making use of all ihflse precautions." llefoffl proceed­
ing to notice tbE' Bishop's solution of these solemn questions, 
and which we shall prm"e, l1F I believe to Le, altogether erro­
neous, it is necespal'y to prea-lise:-

1 sf. That there is a material dilier!'nce and distinction befwern 
the teaching of Christ and the teaching of the apostll's ; a dis­
tinction which ~as bp(')1 too m:lch QI"erlookpd by dil'ines, and 
which the Di~'lOp of ~;:raSllOtlrg dol'S not notice, although it 
Ivould have fUrJlj"hed btu with a much lJdt,'" ('xpo8ition of our 
Saviour's mf'f'llill~" in this cbapter tllrll1 tbat which he has adopt­
ed, and eXI,lain0d in a far more mtisl:'-lctory manner (lie ~prious 
questionswhicb he proceeds to propollnd.-Our ~<l\"i()l1r carne 
rather to be the 5ubject of Cbristianity tu;m tr,p au1hor of it.­
He did Ed baptize, tllOugh baptism was tbe rite of admission 
into his religion; bp preached not to the Gentilf'~, ;>!:ilOllg:I! the 
most (',;~til1~"l1i,))il'g" fpature of th8 nt'1V dispenmtion, \1

c
'aS its 

pxtens;on to all mankind. Fe' established no Chl1rch during 
his aunde on earth, and left no \lTitten laws uphind him, but as 
the subject of Christianity, he appear"s God manifested in the 
fiei'h, and in tb~t cbarader nccompli,[!N] ollr redemp'iol1 1,y his 
mysterious death and sufferings. /', s the teacllf'l' of mankind, 
hf' imtructs them in a way by n-l1ich they might attain to the 
11iyille favour, thus made accessible to all. In (be first stag"e of 
Christianity, it ,,",:~; il1lpcssible for our Lord to explain more 
clearly tban h0 did, \;",111}" things respecting his birtb, his tran­
scendant dig'nify, his I:!:,( ~llfIering"s, his triumph 01"1"1' dl'alb and 
the gran', Rnd bis ai-'-'('ll~ion up into hpa':en; and this enables 
lIS 10 account for tbf' diillcnlty of e::p;0.ln ing' n;;:ny of his alltl­
:"ions and dar;: c't',"iltg-S, without HlP aid of 1<1["111,,1' fl'\'(+":o;I.­
'fhere is, hO\1"(,'"(,I', one tbing l;-[1icb he l'ClPl' [ails to d,T:':lld, 
1hat ie, faitb ill his words and teEfimOJ~y. 1 bis bt' requirr;:; of 
all those on ',-[101:1 he perfon:,cc miraeles; [01' as he t:ladp faith 
llPCe,,02 r \' to tbat ri :-'rJl~l sa[nllion' ~"lJich he came to of:>!', it 
fC'elil,'d !;I(ill[,", that temporal c,"!i,"ero:nce shol1ld in like mallller 
he r,;:",'rpl~ dill the E~[,W condition, if we suppose the latter to 
he in(pnded <,s a type of tIl(' former. Ollr Lord {<'(plaills lre­
qtwnt iy to tllP muliitc~!P, c~ld ;lh~"H::S to bis disciples, I'\'(ry 

tllinG' in as far as the pr~'T:'ss of en'nts l:"Gnld admit; and 011 

the present occasion, !Jj~ c"r:dress to the people is l~ct more dark 
and mysterious. t!.Jan tnp incidents to wbich it alluded l'Pl1df'fl'c\ 
l1Pcf'ssary. If tl1Prefore hints and allusions were often gil'en by 
our Lord, which partook more!'f the oh~curity of prophecy 
than the explanation of a new truth, it was becanse n,<ll',Y of 
the Christian doctrines could neither be as yet clearly commu­
nicated nor c;:,omprehended, as they deppnded upon e\ f'nts wbich 
had not taken place. The gTeat doctrine of the atollrment for 
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example, w~ich l,Va$ not fully accompHshed till our Lord:s as. 
cension, his 'reS,urrection from the dead, &c. were not desIgned 
to be publicly understood till tile' illumination caused by the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. Evett the twelli"e, though comm?n. 
Iy allowed an t)xplanation, were afo much in the dark respectmg 
some of the main truths of Christianity till the coming of the Holy 
'Ghost, as t'he multitude around them. To speak therefore of our 
Lord's careful exordium, pis openin,':; himself by halves and de­
grees, is altogether erroneous. When our Lord says ~o bis disci. 
pIes, it is expedient to you that J go away, he plail,lly indicates that 
the office of making Christians bplonged to the Comforter. God 
manifested himsPlf in the flesh to redeem the world and to atone 
for sin; to be made the ubject of a new faith; the su tject of a new 
religion. God manifested himself by the Spirit, to instruct men 
in what he had done, and to teach them what they we~e bound ill 
consequence to do. The Holy Spirit was sent to th() disciples, 
not only to bring all things to their rempmbrance, but to teach 
them all things: the necessity of which is manifest in a great 
number of instances, W e truste~, said the two disciples, in their 
disappointment and despondency, that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel, evidently shewing' that they wer~ 
even at this time unacquainted with the doctrine of ~edemlltiOll 
by the death of Christ. It i~ not [or you, or you cannot be ex­
pected to know, says Christ to his disciples, the times or sui.. 
sons which the Father has put in his own power; but yP. shall 
receh'e power after that the Holy Ghos~ is come upon you, anri 
ye shall be my witnesses. En'n if it be admitted that our Lord's 
teaching embraces all the essential doctrines of Chri:-;tianity, yet 
from the very form adopted, that of parables, symbolical ruira~ 
cles, and didactic prophecies, the truths so deposited by his fol~ 
Jowers were plainly 110t designed to be understood, until the 
Holy Spirit should not only ha\'~ bfoug'ht Christ's ministry to 
their remembrance, but taught them also all things implied and 
intended by it. Until such assistance was given, they were ill 
possession of a revelation which they did not understand, and 
without this assistance, there can be no question that the 
Christian doctrines could ne\'er ha\'e been understood, explained 
and preached. From Adam until Christ, the scheme of mail's 
redemption was prefigured. In Christ's ministry it was nce 
complished, by tbe Spirit it was explained. This great doc: 
trine depenrled upon Ollr Lord's 'death and sufff'rings, and 
could not be property understood till after his crueifixion • .....: 
These remarks, which might be profitably extended, account 
satisfactorily for our Sal'iour's mode of teaching', without hav~ 
ing recourse to any art or management, as the Bishop of Stras.; 
bourg appears to suppose. Every thing was told in such a 
manuer, as to be understood at the time; or so plainly, that 
when the eveut to which it referred took place, it was fully com,,; 
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prehended; or if it still partook of prophetical obscurity, it \l'a3 
taken by the Holy Spirit and brought home to the apprehenj;ion 
of the A postles and conyerts. 

2nd. r am as ready to admit as the Bishop of StrafJbourg, 
that our Saviour's discourse on this occasion was very remark­
able, and that his strong manner of exprf'ssing himself, and his 
emphaticallyrf'peating the same thing in the same or different 
phrases, is sufficient to persuade us that some important mystery 
and sig'l1ificant It'ssol1 of instruction was intended to lie commu­
nicated. N oW the Bishop contends that the mystery revealed 
Was that of transubstantiation, or his real physical presence in 
the Saerament of tbe Lord's Supper, and that a prior belief in 
this doctrine is required by Christ, as necessary to sall'ation. 
That this is a great error will be abundantIy shewn (in my 
opinion) in the sequel; at present it may be obsefl'ed, that in 
this chapter our Lord plainly announces himsel[to be the Mes­
siah; that he had corne d()wll from heaven; that he was greater 
than Moses; that his kingdom was not, as the Je\vs vainly be. 
lieved, temporal, but spiritual; that he would at length ascend 
into heaven, and appear no more personally among them; that 
eating his flesh and drinking his blood were nut meant in a 
gross 'carnal sense, but of spiritually lil'ing in him, and on his 
fnlness by faith; for as the spul of trJdn g'ireth life to the body, 
without which the flesh is onfy a lifeless putrefying lump of clay, 
so without the life-giving spirit of God, all forms ofreligion are 
dead and worthless: he declares, that by Leliering his doctrine, 
{rusting in his promises, and meditating on his in~tructions, 
they would spiritually eat his flesh and drink lIis blood. It is 
therefore not wonderful that a discourse contailling such higil 
and [11,Ysterious things should astonish our Lord's audiellce, 
since it contradicts their dearest pre.iudiee~, for though instruc­
tion had frequently been spoken of as the food of the soul, yet 
110 prophet OJ' serl'ant of God from the bt'g'illlling of the world, 
bud spoken of himself as the bread of life. 

This discourse at Capernctnm, happened about a yt'£1.t before 
our Lord's institution of the Euchari~t, and many of the most 
al~le di'rines, both ancient and modern, contend that it has no 
relation to that ordinance, but mert'ly to spiritual f('eding' in 
gt'ueral; others maintain that the connexion is iutimate, and 
that our Saviour's expressions 011 this occasion appear a sort of 
prt'paration for the appointment of the last Su pper" Tbe argu~ 
ments on both sides are exceedingly strong, alld I am inclined 
to believe, tbat though this discourse more immediately refers 
to the atonement, and the benefits we derive from it by faith, 
yet it may be justly considered a prophetic intimation of the 
advantages to be derived from the participation of the Lord"s 
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Silp~er. The sacrifice of Christ and the Holy Sacrament haye 
such a relationship, that the mention of tbe one may naturally 
suggloSt toe otber. I n speaking of !he ,?.iTering of bis body, 
Christ, we may well supposel spake of It with a reference to that 
Saer.ament in w hieh it is i ..-pified and its benefits applied.-
1.'ho;;e ITb~ by true faith are· iJ;tl'bl.;ers of Christ's propitiation 
bave eternal life; and ill liL: IDallner those who rightly and 
wortl.Jily r{'ceile the Holy Saemment are spiritually partaker,; of 
Cl.Jri~t'" L~)Jy and I)looe!; t!.ley become on~ with Cbri;;t aud 
Christ wi[J them; fL.t,y r,~,;ly partake of the benefits of his 
passion; they f<jed on Iii:;] by LiU;; they are SCI ppofte£!, 
llourisiJed •. ,ad ;;treng;thelled ])y I,j,:], alld the divine principle of 
life w:.i<':J is tben confirtued ia {!Jeir son Is, will, if not forfeited 
by siu, l~ad to eternal l..;~'I;jJi"'b,~. Bnt li.lOU;(1 it may be ri;rut 
to apply tlle g'€neral Jodl'ine of this ClJapter to the particular 
ca:;e of t:.e L,J{c;'s §llPP<'f, cOllsiJen'f\ as worthily receil'ed, be. 
cau~e Ib[, "piri(llal fel·Jjllg" 1h'1"" mentioned is the thing sigllified 
aud elci'd.',/ Ly the Lord's Supper, yet when we come to the 
el'iiit'd ex<tl1liHatioll of \l'(jr.~;5 anJ phrases, it will be found that 
this ;HLj)i~,.,ioll g'jn',; no :st,e:l,;lil or I.:OUUlllilaace to the Bi.,;llOp 
of ~~[~~")J()urx~~ Joctrine. 

H:lving prem}""d thes(1 thin;;'", we procp.ed with the examill. 
a1iull uf our Lord's tliscollrse : and here it mel)" be proper to re­
marl" tuat then· is a spiritu,.[ feediug or {'ating and drinking OUI' 
Lvl',j" is ij(hly L:'ol; t'll and LIJuJ slled, ur partiei pating' of the atone. 
Hj,~;lt m.uJ,~ Ly our Lord's Jeath aud sufferillgs, without refer­
t'l"ce to sacralUl'I'!ill feeJi!lg', because many hm'e doubtless ut'en 
~~,reJ turollC':'h the blood uf Christ, who !len'r had an op~ortu­
llity of participaiin~' in the Co,nmunion. It i~, hUI,-ever, the 
LGlll1{jen Juty uf all Clli'i~ti"llS lrt'qUt'lltly to l'OllUllemorate the 
upatll of Cl1l'i~t, and 1c'1J('1l tlw}' eOlmHUllicate wortlld,Y, they feed 
spirit\ .. :ly on L;s buJ)" awl I.duuJ, fur tl:j~ j:, the substance. The 
actual (mJ lll:lnJucallun of tbe Ln~,d RjHl the drinking- 01 the 
wine, bc>,ing HH'l'l'ly the oull>'ard Si9,':J5. Ada:itting tlierefore 
the reirltiuil Ldween what our Sal iour here say;;; about patillO" 
his fie:;h "ltd tlrinking his bloml, willi the Lurd's Supper, I con~ 
tend tbat tue expr('~~iOl;;; ,a'e liguraiil'l'. III thi::; 1 am fully 
warr,lIlted by (iI,· 03rd \'er~e, as well as by the general purport 
uf tllp wl..Illle cUl1l'el'salioll, which appears upon the faL'e of it 
tu to"l'ry a l!l),stical, Hot a literal lUt'aning. ., H is the spirit 
thal <.;u;ckenetlJ; ilw ill'.iil profitct:) notliilJg-: tbe \l'ol'ds that I 
t;pe<lk llnto you, the} arc l>piril; and they ;\rc, life" The words art! 
also uili,'ersal and Hot parlieuhr in tlwir application, wbethet 
we take them nl.'guti"t'ly or aG:L'matil'eiy. '. Exct'pt ye eat the 
flesh of the SOli of Man, and driuk hi" bloot.!, ye have no life iii 
you :"-so far neglltil'ely. ,- 11' allY man eat of this urt'ad he 
$hall lire for c\ ec: who so eatelh my nrsh and drillketh' my 
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blood, hath eternnl life :" that is, all who faed upon what is 
here mentioned have life, and all that do not feed thereupon 
have no life, or all that finally share in the death, passion and 
atonement of ChrL3t, are safe; and all that have not a part there ... 
in, are lost: all that are saved, owe their salvation 10 the salu~ 
tary passion of Christ, and their partaking thereof, which is feed. 
ing upon his flesh and blood, is their life. This is the basis of 
the Gospel; we must be reconciled to God, by the death of his 
SOil, before we hm"e a just claim or title to any thing besides. 
Therefore the foundation of all our spiritual privileges, is our 
hal-ing" a part ill that reconciliation, and which, accordillg to St. 
John, ill this Chapter, is eatiug and drinking his flesh and blood, 
Or as St. Paul tells the Hebrews, eating of the altar: the result, 
fruit or effect of our thus eating his crucified body, is a right 
tQ be fellow heirs with his body glorified, for if we are made 
partakers of his death, we shall also be made partakers of his 
resurrection. On this is founded our mystical union with 
Christ's glorified body, which neither supposes nor infers loca! 
presenee ; for all the tTIPmhers of Christ, however distant in 
place, are thus mysticRIl} ulliteJ with Christ, and with each 
other. The sum of the doctrine of this Chapter is not confineJ 
to oral or ,;piritual manducation in the Eucharist, but also ex­
tends to spiritual mandllcation at large, The feeding 011 

Christ's death and passion, at the price of our redemption and 
salvation, confers a spiritua1, or mystical union with Christ's 
human nature, and by that with his Godhead, to which his 
humanity is joined in an unity of person; but as this spiritual 
manducation belongs also to the Eucharist, our Lord's expres. 
5ions are not foreign to the ordinance, but have such a relatiou 
to it as the inward thing signified has to the sign, 

!1rd. Our Lord's conversation in tile Synagogue at Cappr­
liaum was not more mysterious than that which he held with 
Nicodemus respecting the new birth; IJUt when the latter was 
explained, as referring figuratiw~ly to baptism, or the washing 
of water upon the outward man, and sanctification of the spirit 
in the inner man, it became p];:1n and easy of comprehension. 
\Vhen, tberefore, onr Lord says, " I am the living bread which 
came down from hpavell: if allY man eat of this bread, he shall 
lh"p, for el'er; and the bread that I shall gil'e him is my flesb, 
which I shall gil'e for the life of tbe world :" it is the same as 
if he had said, I am the bread of life whom God hath Sf-nt into 
the world, to direct and bring you into the way of everlasting 
life. With this bread, the manna of which you boast that your 
fathers eat in the wilderness, is not to be compared, for the 
manna preserl'ed them not from temporal death. Bllt whoso. 
ever eateth of this bread, by believing on me, embr:t!E'th my 
doctrine, and per3el"ering in obedience to my cOlllm~udu!f;'llts, 

" D 
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!'lhllll be l{l"pt and nourished nnto e"t'rlll~tjl1g life .. }1'or I rrrti 
the word, aud the word \las made flesh, that by It the world 
mig-hI he sm'ed. Bnt my incarnation is not nil, 1 must als.., 
~ufrer denth upon the cross, and gil'e my li~e a ransom f?l many. 
He therefore that believeth in my incarnatIOn and paSSIOn, and 
acts accordinO"ly shall as certainly be nonrished, as the_bread 
he eats ,uppgrts'the life of his body. In all this our Lord 
!'aYs nothing- more mysterious than when be tells the womaR 
or" Samaria, ~" The water which 'I shall gil'e him. shall be in 
~im a I\'('li of water springing up into eternal life :" for as .the 
body is nourished hy the food that is eaten. so he that rect'l\'es 
me into his lwart witll a fpiritual app"titf', his soul sballlinl and 
itever die. But the Jews, unable to elel'ate their thoughts to 
spiritl1al thing!', disputt'd among tht'mseh'es, saying, .. How 
can this man gil'e us his flesh to t'at" This oral mandncation 
of his very flesh, tlH'ly deemed monstrous and absurd. These 
gross concl-'ptions, which our Lord hastens to rec1ify, ha,'e been 
ild"pted Iy the Roman Catholic CIHlrch, and yet they loudly 
('xc\aim against those who cleal-e to the truth. Indeed, were 
not the suhject so u\I'fully seriol1s, it would be amusing" to fol­
low the Bishop of Strasbourg in Hlis part of his intf'rprf'tation_ 
The Prelate admits that the Jews understood our Lord, whf'n 
h~ spoke of g'iving tht'm his flesh to eat, to mean a real man. 
dncation; and although our Lord explains himself as sppaking 
spiritually, not carnally, the Bishop adopts the cOlldf'mned opin­
ion of the Jews, and pleads also for an oral manducation of 
a similiu kind, tbol1g-h co,'ered with a ,'eil to render it invisible 
to the senses. The Roman Ca(holic beliel"E'S that the elements 
of bread and wine do 110t so milch as exist iu the stupt'ndous 
mystt'ry; for he bf'lif'\'es, " That by I'irtue of the Didne 
OmnipotencE" and in consf'qupnce of tbe solemn act of conse­
"ration, these humble suustl1l1CeS are completf'ly changed, heiflg 
tbus transubstantiatt'd into tile body and blood of our g"rt'at 
Redet'mer, in conformity to that plain and strong assurance' 
of this Didne bf'illg-' this is my body, t!Jis is my blooe!.''' 
N ow the plain and obrious meanillg of the words of the insti­
tution. as noticed in the former spction, as well as those used by 
our Lord at Caprrnaunl. was never mistaken for many crntu" 
ries; but in proCP8S of time, the true sense became obscured in 
thp dark agps, aild by df'grpes came to be almost entirely lost; 
lwd e\'t'n now tbis misconstruction remains in the Roman 
Catholic Church a stand ing monument of human infirmity' nor 
was it easy to restore the true sense at tbe reformatio"n: And 
cll-'Hf off the mist ,~i tb which it was surrounded. "The trf'ad 
tliat J wil! give you is my flesh. Except ye eat the flesh of 
till' Son of m~ll. and drink bis blood, ye have no life in you:' 
~Ilch f''(presslOnl' now repeated cannot mean that the bread alld: 
w'iutl Le.'arne really and literally our Lord's body, in tht~ sallie 
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broken stnte as it hung upon the cross, l1nd that blood whicll 
was spil! upon the ground more than eighteen hUJldred years 
ago; neIther can they mean that this bread and wine, literally 
and properly, are our Lord's glorified body, which is as far 
distant from us as heaven is di~tallt. All sem;e-all reason-all 
8cri~ture-all antiquity, and sound theolog-y, reclaim against 
so wlid it thought. As a further confirmation of this reasoning 
and illustration of the lml!jE'ct, J observe, that therp. was a \'ery 
prev?lent tradition among tIH1 J ewl';, sugs't'~ted by many pro­
phetIC passages of the Old Testament, that upon the coming 
of the lVlessiab, all tbe sacrificE'S of tbe law would ceasE'; only 
~he sacrifice of thank5gidus (Eucharist) should be perpetuated 
m bread and wine, aft(·r the example of Melehisedec. Of this 
person we know neithf'r his eutry into the world nor his exit 
from it, that he mi!!ht be the more like to Cbrbt, \\'ho is all 
etE'rnal Prince and Priest: King of Righteoumes::; King of 
Peace, without b(·ginllinz of days or end of life, for of his 
kingdom there shall ue no enp. l'I:l.elcbisedec came to meet 
Abraham with ulessings in ilis mouth, and in his bands bread 
r;nd ~vine. A)ld our Lord, who is declared by the apostle to be 
a Prie:;t, after his order, took bread and wine, and under these 
symbols offered himself a sacrifice well, pleasing to God, and 
obtained a blE'ssing for all the seed of Abrah,lm who in the 
DiI'ine streng,th are conquerors of their spiritual enemies. 
Satan, sin and death. This application of the bread and wille 
which Melchisedec brought forth or offered as a type of Christ, 
I;lnd his oblation of bim~elf under such :>ymbols for a blessing 
to mankind, b fully acl:nowledged by the Church from the 
A postolic age. 81. Cltment of Alexandria, who flourbhed 
in the secolld century, calls Melchisedec's bread and wine 
" food sanctified for a type of the Eucharist." .; Our Sa\'iour, 
(says Eusebius) the Chri"t of God, does yet celebrate by hi" 
scrnmts the functions of Ids Priesthood, after the I1lanner of 
""lelchisedec' for as he heino' a Priest of the Gt'l1tiles, nel'er 
~ppears to h;l'e offered corp~-;'eal sacrifices, but ble::sed Abra­
ham in bread and wine; in like manner our ;S,lviour fir~t, and 
then all Priests from him, celebrJJing the spiritual ministry 
O\'er all nations accordilw to the laws of the Church, IIlJste­
rlously rep.rese~t his body alld salatary blood ill brt'ad and 
wine." st Augustine, in his work •. De Civitate Dei," men­
tions Melchisedec's interview witll A braham, and sap, " thertl 
first appeared the sacrillce which now tbrougb the whole world 
is offered by Cbristians to God, and tbat is fulfilled, which WI1. 

IOllg after said by the Prophet to Christ, who was :'0t to COUI~ 
in the flesh." -" Thou art a Priest for l'\'er after tbe ordto:r ot 
Melchisedec," 

~O'K thi5 interpretation of .Melchis6dec'~, so far frlJlji 
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favouring the Roman Catholic Church, !trongly militatelf 
aO'ainst tbeir opinion' for tbf'y can neither say nor suppose that 
tbe body and blood ~f Christ could have ,be~n gubs~antiallJ 
receh'ed before be took flesh and blood by hIs Illcarnatlon, anci 
therefore they must admit that bread and wine ,may be a, sa~ri­
fice, pacificatory and refreshing to our wuls, wIthout behevmg 
that there is any transubstantiation in what they repres~nt, and 
the virtue of which they beneficially apply, Indeed thIs argu­
ment drawn from ~lelchisedec's typical offering of the Eucha­
rist is in mv opinion, decisi\'e were there no other against ths "." , 
doctrine of transubstantiation, 

Bnt to proceed :-our Lord's expressions, ill his divinely 
mysterious sermon at Capernaum, were" the bread that I will 
;,rive you is my flesh, ~;bich I will give for the life of the world." 
Here he speal,;s jn the future, which he explainf'd and fulfilled 
when he took bread and blpssed it, and gare it to his disciples. 
saying, "this is my body which is g'iren' for you." The words 
at Capernaum were" which I shall gii'e"; but now, "this 
bread is my body which is gil-en" -this body, with its drink 
offering, his blood, in spirit and in power. But our Lord 
himself, to guard us against taking those strong expressions of 
his in a literal senl'e, plainly points out their spiritual meaning 
in the same chapter-" it is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing ;" forbidding at once the thought of his 
natuml flesh, and condemning for eH!r the doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, that the substance Of the bread and wine 
passed into the natural 5ubstance of the Eef:h and ulond of 
Christ, that very fle~h and blood which he took of the sub~ 
stance of the blessed Virgin, and which hung ori the cro,:s on 
Mount Call'ary: harl the primitil'e Church beliel'ed or sus­
pected this, tllE'y nm'er would hal'e thought of praying for the 
santification of the elements of bread and wine, as is expressed 
in all their Lit urg'ies; to hm'e done so under tbat supposition 
or belief, would have been exceedin~ly absurd, if not blaspbe~ 
IUOUS. The natural body and blood of Christ are capable of 
110 additional sanctification, being united in one person with 
the divinity, and hal'ing the spirit without measure, beinD' tbe 
fountain of it, to all who receil'e it. If any difficulty be f~1t in 
explainiJl~ our ,Lo~d's ... md;; at Capernaum, it is effectually 
removed 111 the Il1stJtutlOn of the Lord's Supper, when he took 
hread, bl('sserl and brake it, and declared that same substantial 
Lr('ad to be his body; and when he took tbe fruit of the vine 
whi~h tbe cup contained, and said, "This is my blood," as~ 
EertlJ1g, after the consecration and consumption of it, tbat what 
he ga\'6, s~ conse~rated and received by his apostles, was in 
substance wme, wInch tbe Jews called tbe fruit of the vine; the 
lame meanin:; is 61tablished by St. Paul, for he repeatedly call~ 
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what was offered 1\nd receil'ed, bread alter consecration. Thull 
let a man examine bimself, and so let him" eat of that bread, 
lind drink of tbat cup: for whosoever shall eat this bread and 
drink tbis cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord." Bread therefore it is, and yet 
the body of the Lord; and wine it is, and yet the blood 
of Christ. At the same time, this bread and wine so blessed 
and declared to be Christ's body and blood, became more 
than a bare representation or figure. They are, as our 
Church, taught by Scripture, declares in her twenty-fifth article 
of religion, an effectual sign in l'irtue and effect, though not 
in substance tile thing which they represent. It is the bread 
and wine qdckened by the Spirit, who is the gh'er of life.' 
That Dil'ine person, who rendered effectual to our spiritual 
health and soul's sail'ation, all that our Redeemer had done and 
suffered for us, and by the mealls of his own appointment. 
'Jhe oame almighty word which gave bread its natural virtua 
to nourish the body, by his blessing in the first institution of 
food, gires the sacramental bread its supernatural virtue in 
this divine institution for the strengthening and refreshing of onr 
souls in the spiritual life, and for the resurrection of our bodies 
to life eternal; for says our gracious Lord, "He that eatetb 
my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will 
raise him up at the last day:' This appears to hm'e been tha 
doctrine of the Christian Church, for more than six centuries, 
/lnd WaS scarcely in any degree obscured till ,'ery corrupt and 
ignorant ages followed; nor was it €\'er totally lost, Hen in 
the \Vest!'fIl Church, though nearly choked for a time by the 
prerailing growth of transubstantiation; yet in the face of anti. 
quity, anti that of Scripture, ~eJ]se and reason, the Bishop of 
8trasbourg' proceeds, with amusing grarity, to rebuke the Pro~ 
testants for adopting his new doctrine; and this at the very 
moment that he had seen our Lord telling the Jews, who 
understood bis words as Roman Catholics now do, " It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 1he words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." Thus 
we hal'e a plain and comincing intimation that Christ spoke 
of eating his fle£h and drinking his hlood in a figuratil'e and 
spiritual manner, and that eating of his flesh, as the carnal 
Jews understood, and as modern Roman Catholics umlerstand, 
would profit nothing_ Here I pause from following the Bishop, 
till I make good my assertion made in the beginning of this 
section, that he stands in opposition, in his explanation of St. 
J obn, to the most celebrated Fatbers of the Church. 

St. Ignatius, the disciple of St. John the E,'allgeli5t, and 
who had lain in the bosom of that apostle, as the apostle had 
ill the bO!iom of Christ, Ilnd \Vho mU;;l hnre fecein!d tila scmQ 



and meaning of this cI1npter from the holy penman him.!elf, 
!peaking to tht'l Ephesians, desires them to make haste together 
to one place, in one common faith, in one Jesus Christ, breaking 
one loaf, which is the medicine of immortality, and our anti. 
dote against death. Although this father does not quote this 
chapter, he had it in his eye when he says in another place, 
., I delight not in cocmptible food, nor in the entertainments 
of this world: 'l'he bread of God is what I cOI'et-heavenly 
bread-bread of life, namely, the flesh of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God; and I am athirst for the drink of God, namely, 
his blood, which is a feast of love that faileth not, and life 
e,'erlasting-." Clemens of Alexandria, who flourished about 
) !)2, speaking of the Eucharist, says, ,. Our Lord, in the 
Gospel according to 8t. J obn, has otherwise introduced it 
under symbols, saying, "Eat my flesh and drink my blood,' 
allegoric.tlly signifying the true and clear liquor of faith and 
of the promise, by both which the Cburch, like man, com· 
pacted of many members, is watered and nourished, and is 
made up or compounded of both-of faith as the body, and 
of hope a.5 the soul, hke as our Lord of flesh and blood." 

Terlullian. speaking of our Saviour's discourse at Ca­
pernaum, " Though," he says, " the flesh profiteth nothing, yet 
the sense is to be governed by the subject matter; for because 
they tbought it a hard and intolerable saying, as if he had 
intended really to give them his flesh to eat; therefore hl:1 
promised that it is the spirit that quickenetb, and then sub· 
joined, tbat the flesh profiteth nothing, namely, towards quick­
ening; therefore, as he makes the word quickener, because 
the word is spirit and life, he calls the sallie his flesh, as the 
word was made flesh, which cOllsequent:y is to be hungered 
after for the sake of lift', to be del'oured by the ear, to bt) 
chewed by the understandillg, and digested by faith." 

Origin says, " Christ's fit'sh is meat indeed, and his blood 
drink indeed, because he tef'detb all mankind with the Hesh and 
blood of his word, as wito pure meat and drink." Athanasius 
says, ,. The words which Christ spake at Capemauro, are not 
carnal but spiritual, for how could his body have sufficed for 
meat, tbat it should be made the food of the whole world." 
Cyril, of Jerusalem, obsenes, " that Christ, once dio;coursing 
with the Jews said,' ex(,ept ye eat the flesh,' &c.; but they, not 
understanding' the things that were "poken; or in a spiritual 
manner. Lut supposing that he exhorted them to eat fle~h (tika 
canuibals) were s("llndali~ed, aad went uack from birn." 

s~. Augustine says, .. 'Yhy preparf'st thou teetb and stom~ 
un: ll~lien>, <lnd tho'u ha~t t:att'lI, for to btl!i&.o in him iii tQ 
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f,:\t the living' lm~ad.·' Again in Lie tract 011 Sf. John, he !lays, 
., To uelieve in him is to eat the lil'ing bread; he that ucliCl't).i 
e~ts, because he is inwardly repleni~hed.·' 

Again hI'! introduces Christ as saying, ., U ncierstand IvLat 
I say in a spiritual mflnl1er; you are not to ('at that body which 
you see, and you are not about to drink this identical Llood 
which they who crucify me will ponr out. I hal'e commended 
to you a Sacrament which will gi,'c you life if spiritually un­
derstood; thoug'h it is necessary to he celebrated in a visible 
manner, yet it mnst be inl'isilJly apprehended. \Vhat is tbe 
bread of the kin;:.dom of God, but he who says, I am the living 
hread which carne down from heaven, prepare not your mouth 
but your heart. Tbis is the commendation of this Supper, see 
we beliel'e in Christ; we receive this with faith in receil'in!!:', 
we know what is the subject of our meditation." "Certainly:" 
liays Pope Gelasius, in the fifth ct'nfury, "the Sacraments of 
the body and blood of tbe Lord, which we receive, are a divine 
thing, because by the-e we are partakprs of tbe di\'ine naturE'. 
Nel'ertbeless, the sub~tance vI' nature of the brt'ad and wine 
ceast's lIot to t'xist; and m'surt'dly the image and similitude of 
the body and blood of Cbri8t are celebrated in the action of the 
mysteries." 

" The Sacran1pnt of adoption,;' says Facundus, in the sixtI1 
century, ., may bt' called adoption, such as the Sacramt'nt of 
thl-' hody and blood of Christ, whieh in the consecrated brt'ad 
Rnd wil;e, we are wont to call his body and blood. Not indeed 
that the> brrad is propPfly his body, or the wine is properly his 
Llood, hut because th,'y contain the mystery of his body and 
blood within themselvt's. Ht'nce it was that tbe Lord denomin­
ated the cOlIst'cratrd Lrt'ad and wine which he delil'ercd to his 
disciples, his olvn body and blood," 

It were easy to multiply extracts of a similar natur(', Lot 
tilt'se are quite sufficiPl1t, (more espl-'ciaily w[Jen tald'n in con­
nexion wilh tbe celebrated men noticed in the last section who 
opposed transubstantiation) to prove that such a doctrine was 
unkn()wn to tht' primitil'f' Chnrt:h, alld that the words of St • 
• Tohn are figuratil'f', as 11'1'11 as tbose which our Lonl used at tlie 
institution of the Eucbdrist. 

Tbus we have seen that thE' primitil'f' Church, ns \~'('H ns 1111 
Protestant Churches, repndiate the doctrine of the real physi­
cal presence, and that the bread of God which came down from 
Iwayen, and of which the malllla in t.he wildernl>ss wns 1\ type 
or sbadoW', is to he rpcel"pd by faith; for what our bem-C'nly 
.Fatht'f delllands of us i!', to believe in him whom he hath Sl"llt. 



The kingdom of Christ is not of this world, it consi.~fi not of 
exterior tl:lings, but of a dominion over the heart an~ under­
~tandin(J" and therefore what our Lord says of eatll1g and 
drinkin~' has far more respect to CJur spiritual tban our carnal 
nature :'" for as the animal spirits quicken the body, so in the 
work of grace the Spirit of God quickens' our souls to.spiritual 
and eternal life. 'fhfl elements oT bread and wine, considered 
merely in themseh'es, are of no advantage to the life of tbe soul, 
but they have been selected by our Saviour as symbolical of 
icioll\'eying the Holy Spirit, whose influel!,ce, ~s the fruit of 
Christ's death and resurrection and ascenSIOn, IS effectual to 
eternal life. Conseq uently, the shocking idea cOll\'eyed to 
the Jews by his words, our Saviour carefully remm'es and en­
deavours to conviJice them, on this as on all other occasions, 
tbat his religion is spiritual; yet notwithstanding our Lord's 
earnestness to com-ince his hearers that he was speaking of 
heavenly, not earthly thing~, the Bishop asserts that there is no 
figuratil'e lallgnage in the discourse, but that it must be taken 
literally. N O\V if our Lord had not corrected the Jews for 
their low and grovelling conceptions, the words used, taken 
literally, outrage common sense, to which all Scripture is ad­
dressed; and it is not a little extraordinary, that while the 
Bishop contends for the literal sense of our Saviour's words, he 
is compelled to allow that the flesh and blood are presented 
under the form of hread; that tinder the form and appearance 
of bread his flesh is eaten; that they participate of the substance 
of his body, and are nourished by it under the appearance and 
usage of the ordinary aliment of man. \Vhat inconsistency!_ 
the words are not symbolical, and yet they are Bymbolical. In 
fine, if the Bishop attaches any distinct meaning to his belief, 
it must 03 that of the Church df England; any other, eren by 
his own shewing, betrays him into the most g'laring contradic_ 
tions. The fault of the Jews not only consisted in taking our 
Lord's words ill their literal senSf1, " How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?" but they also despised and opposed spiritual 
thing's, for their indignation did not reach its height till our 
Lord repeats what he had said beforp, " that no man can sal'­
ingly believe in him except the Father draw him: hy the Spirit 
and thus give him streng'th and grace to come unto him in ~ 
spiritual manner," His diseiples were so stung and offel1dpd 
at this close applicatiOli of his Joctrine, that many df'parted and 
retumed to the world. Before they went away our Lord in his 
wonderful benignity endeal'ours to recall their attention to 
spiritual objects. Are you surprised and disturbed at what I 
h~ve now spok~n, as if they were strange and unintelligible 
thlllgs? What If hereafter ye shall see me go up again to the 
~lIme place from whence I first came? When ye see this ve will 
It'lli'll to understand my \vol"ds, not in !\ gross;'but in a ~piritual 
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and rational sense. In truth, the metaphor in tbis discourso of 
lood as doctrine, and eating and drinking as believing, was 110t 

difficult to be apprehended by the Jews, because found in th<'l 
Scriptures and known in their schools; but eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood, literally understood, gave them offence 
because prohibited by the law of Moses, and repugnant to the 
customs of civilized nations. 

Our Lord, on this apostacy, to try tbe faith of the tweil"', 
said, in a moving and afiectionate man Ill'll', " Vf iH ye also go 
away?" Bebold bow mallY have forsaken me, will ye follow 
their example? \V hat are your thoughts and purposes? Then 
Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? 
thou hast the words of "ternal life, and \':"(~ beli(~\-p, and are sure 
that tbou lIrt that Cbrist, the Son of the lil'ing God:' T~ese 
words of St. Peter are of great importance to the right eXflhca~ 
tion of tbe coniext: he and tL~ other A postles had contlilli."o 
Wltjl LV;" Saviour from the ilrst; they had b,~ell witnesses dally 
of ~is miracles; they had beheld his Divine countenance, that 
mild and God.Eke face, tempered hy bU[.la~l limitilt;olls; tile), 
had seen his pure unspotted innocence - hi~ heavenly dPJlort­
mellt-his cOIll'ersaticl1, so wise, cOl'd('E2end ing' and subli1l10 , 

cOI1lH'cting tbe present with tbe fllture, eaith ,dill hem'en, and 
therefore with entire conviction theyexclahned, "Yes, we be­
lieve ana know that thou art Christ, the Son of the lil'iilg God." 
Nor do we understand tL>v words i!l the carnal and absurd sense 
which these men have gil:en thel~, for we perceive that thou 
speakest of those doctrines and revelations by which we ar~ to 
be guided to eternal life. This cleelaration, which is fully 1m. 
plied in the words of Sf. Peter, proves beyond controversy, that 
~he Apostles bclieved our Lord's conversation in a spiritual and 
not in a carl1id sense, for their answer to onr Lord's appeal is 
the same as if they btld said: Thou art the trne bread of life. 
th@ promised Messiah so long looked for-the eternal Son of 
the living God, who cam cst down from he'dven. Hence the 
faith required Ly the Gospel is tile submission of th{' heart to 
the reception of Didlle truth, much more than a:1Y peculinr 
capacity for understanding abstruse doctrine; and when men 
/lre willing to receire in~trnciiol1, it will always be supplied 
them in 1'\ sufficient degree tor securing the great object of 
religion, the sa!ration of their souls. Here lay the distinction 
lletweel;l the disciples who remained and those who forsook our 
Sadour: neither of thern understood or could unflerstand the 
full import of Christ's words, for his crucifixion, resurrection 
and, ascensi~n, bad not yet taken place; but one part gave th('l 
SaVIOur theIr full confidence, and the other was ~elf.sufficient 
,md averse to spiritual things. And here it is rig"ht to ohsen'e. 
that we stulld 011 the l"nptage ground - Christ hath r~ell from tbe 
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!leau and a~c('nued tnto ht'm'en; the Holy Ghost has come nnd 
al1nouncf'd that he is the Messiah, by the most astonishin-g 
manifestations, and thf'se proofs of his divinity must bring cer­
tain comidion to erery well ordered mind. \Vith such accu­
mulation of proofs in [arour of the sense which we gh'e to our 
Saviour's discourse, the A postles, the Fathers, &c" it is rather 
too much for the Bishop of Strasbourg to call upon us to gh'e 
up our dearest hopes because we do not adopt his carnal inter­
pretation. Christianity is a spiritual worship, and its object is 
to bring men to a nearer conformity to God; for this purpose, 
it elevates tueir I'iews above temporal things, and qualifies them 
for a hlgher state of existencp; but to maintain that the \l ords 
of our Saviour in the Synagogue at Capernaum are literal, not 
~piritual, is so self.evident a misapprehemdon of the nature 
,md design of the Gospel, as to be almost incredible; ,and is in 
[;.lct an extravagance more difficult to reconcile 10 the mind, 
tban even the apostacy of the Jews when they heard and \VerfJ 
offended at tb('m. One has hardly patience with the Bishop 
of Stra~bourg when he says, " That if the Jews were shocked 
and scandal.zet! when Jesus iiaid, 1 will give you my flesh to eat, 
l\ hen he was upon earth, and before their pyes, how much more 
will you be scandalized wben you shall see his body go up to 
bpan"n "jJd di~appear from your sight? If this manducation 
:tpppear~ to you lllcrediblt .. , now that you see my body, how milch 
lIIore will it appear to you when you see it no more? 'I his 
doctrine was tlH'refore such, that after his resurrection it would 
rpl'rt'~t'llt more dift1culties to be understood than it did before;. 
<llld from this I conclude tbat his doctrine was not such as the 
fciol'liIed attribute to him." 

N ow this mode of reasoning is singularly Wfflk. The haru 
ff;yillg' at wldch the J ewiS w('re offended, was the monstrous, and 
;!~ HlP}' conceil'ed, the sm'age doctrine of eating his flesh and, 
Ilrillking' bis blood, \l uich, notwithstanding our Lord's explana­
tion, Hwy per,;eH'red in, Iwliedllg' in a literal sense And yet 
tlie ROlllan Catholic Church, with astonishing pen'erseness, 
adopts tlw very belipf fol' "\lIch the Jews were reproved, and 
withollt their t'xcu,e; for tlw ~l'iritualnatnre of Christ's kin"'­
d"m is !lOW mc"t clearly rel'f'HlnJ, and leaves not the semblan~e 
of argu!tl(lIt from Scrivtl1fe, sense or reasOlI, for the Bishop of 
~tl:<I~IJOt\fg'::; opinion. His Lortbhip endeavours to fortily his 
"pillIOn I)y 11.-1\ IIIg' a Eeme to the (i3rd \'erse, at "ariance with 
its evident Il;t'mtillf,:; for ht, a I'lilil"s the words f1('sh and spii'it in 
a mann:r totally 1l1ll'OIl1l('(:ted witu the c0niext: " It is the spirit 
lhat qllld-;('IIP[h, thp, fle~h proli:eill nothing:-as if our Lord 
11,,:\ >';tid ilw f>,h,' lhnt is, th" sl:'nsps or corrupt reason of man 
l'l'o fi(pth no/bill!!: towHr(~:< thl:' di~eo\f'l'y or belief of what h~ 
,Lad UllllOUH<;cd; that j", (Ll' real;ty of the mandllciltiol1 on which 
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he has so much Insisted, of which ile here declan's iI,;tt Il'e can. 
not judge by the flesh or by a carnal reason which profiteth 
nothing, and that it could neither be discerned nor believed. 
except by the quiekening Spirit, that is, by the grace and light 
of God." Now this glLJSS makes the carnal man display his 
carnality by adopting the spiritual interpretation of our Lord's 
expresoions; while the spiritual man displays his spirituality by 
preferring the carnal interpretation. Such a paraphrase appears 
to me a very extraordinary description of the two iltates of the 
carnal man and spiritual man, and is not sanctioned by any 
authority. The true meaning has already been gh'en, that 
what he had said about eating his flesh was to be understood 
in a spiritual, not in a carnal sense. 'fhe words which I speak, 
says Christ, convey to men the power of the Spirit, for the flesh 
of itself profiteth not at all to the end that I propose, namely, 
giving you eternal life. Thus understood, there is a consistent 
and regular corrnexion with what goes before. Perhaps still 
more singular is tqe interpretation by tbe Bishop of the 65th 
verse: " Therefore said I unto you, that no man can corne unto 
me, except it were given unto him by my Father," which he ex. 
pounds to mean, "the need of au assistance, a particular 
grace from Heaven for believing the manducation contended 
for." Now such a sense is totally inconsistent with the text 
which evidently implies what our Saviour had already declared 
.. that no man can sadngly belie\'e in me, unless my Father 
draw him by his Spirit, and give him strength and grace to 
enable him to come unto me in a spiritual manner for everlasL 
ing life." 

Let us now look back and glanoo at our examil1lition of thi~ 
Chapter :-

I st. Jesus Christ uses in this discourse metaphorical lan­
guage, as was his cllstom, and urges strong motiH~s to cOllvillce 
his h(~arers of the obligations they were under to belie'!Il in his 
words. The depth and solemnity of the observations are very 
-remarkable, and revelations afe made in langu'lge not a little 
mysterious, of some of the leading doctrines of Christianity.­
\Vhy such were not at the time more clearly communicated i,; 
abundantly accounted for, by the distinction notic('d betweeu 
tit" teaching of Christ and the teaching of his Apostles. 

2nd. When our Lord speaks of feeding his Church wit~ 
his flesh and blood, his lauguage was so strollg that the disciples 
murmurt>d, and the Jews indig'nantly asl{ed, " How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat ?" It appears from the ten{)f of the 
narrative, that both Jews al}d disciples understood him literally, 
Lut Christ ha5tensto correct this mistake, and teaches them tv 
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nnderstand him figuratively. Those who iJelie\'ed received his 
explanation, but the per~er6e heeded him ~1Ot. Y et ~lthough. 
our Saviour interprets his language figuratl vely, the BIshop of 
Strasbourg, like the obstinate Jews, maintaim, that his languaga 
is literal, thus placing himself in diff~ct contradiction to Christ's 
declaration reCQrded in Holy ~criptura. 

3. The figurative ,exposition of OUI" Saviour', language iiI 
this Chapter, as well as the institution of the Eucharist, is in 
perfect accordance with t~,3 whole Scripture, but the literal 
exposition is in direct contradiction. The Bishop's doctrine 
is, " tbat ill tbe celebration of the Eucharist, the Priest offers 
up tbe literal body and Llana of Christ to God, as the true and 
proper f'](piatory sacrifice for the quick and the dead." Christ 
1hereforfl, according to tllis doctrine, i!! repeatedly offered; but 
in Holy \Vrit, we arfl positively assured, that Christ was offer­
ed only once-Reb. 9 ch. & 28 v. Reb. 10 ch. & 10 v. I Peter 
3 ell. & 18 v. The term once, is in direct opposition to thl3 
tcorm I"{'pGatedly. According to Scripture, Christ is once 
offered, but according to the Bishop of Strasbourg and his 
Church, Christ is fcopeatedly offered; hence the Holy Scrip:­
tUfes and the Romail Catholic Church are placed in direct 
\'ariance with each other, 

4th. After our Lord's explanation, St. Peter clearly p{'r­
ceives, that he had been speaking figuratively, and says, " Tho~ 
hast the words of eternal life." Had he thought that Christ had 
spoken Iitt>rally of eating his flesh and drinkillg Lis blood, h!3 
would naturally hal'e saicl, Lord, it is a hard s,iying, yet be~ 
cause thou bas said it we believe; stren!!'then thou our unbe­
lief. The Apostle however speaks very differently; "Lord, tj) 
whom shall we go, thou bast the words of etemal life;" as if 
he had "aid, Weare resoh'ed to remain with thee, for thou art 
tbe true bread of life. But had our Lord left them in their 
mistake in believing his wonl" literal and not iiguratil'e, it 
would only havo been ill accordance with his conduct on other 
occasions, when df'aling with hardened and obstinate sinners. 
For example, he said, " Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I .will raise it up again ;" apd though tbe J ewo> did certainly 
m!5ulJdpfsiund hIm, because Le spa\-((> of the temple of his 1J0dy ~ 
yet he makes no attempt to set them right. . 

5th. The sUlllmary of his argument, drawn up by the 
Bishop, display~ much w('akJle::;~, wilh 110t a little assurance. 
'.I.'he first tbree paragraphs are taken up with shewing fhat the 
Jews understood our Lord to mean a real manducation. In the 
fourth paragrapll lie asserts, with astonishing coolness, that onr 
Lord bad <).1.0 the roality in view, because he doe! not corrt'ct 
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tham, fotally forgetting or misapplying-the 63rd verse, in whic'h 
Christ expl'esslycondemns their carnal meaning, and declares 
his words to be figul'ntive. The fifth and sixth paragraphs, 
after noticing the offence taken by the discirles, asserts that 
our Lord does not soften the expressions which had alienated 
llis hearers, although the very confrary is the fact; for Christ 
clearly intimates, that his flesh is his life, which he was to give 
for the life of the world; and eating his flesh and drinking his 
blood, is believing on Lim, Christ crucified, the propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world. In the remaining paragraphs, 
the Bishop gives a pefl'erse interpretation to the Chapter, and 
makes our Lord to say the very opposite of what he did say,­
that hE:' announced the reality of the manducation, and reproach­
ed the disciples for their unbeJief, because they considered the 
manducation impos:>iblt>, and ibnt we r.re in the same condem­
nation. The Bishop farther states, that Jesus declares that no 
one can receh'e this manducation, i1 he has not received g'race 
from the Father. Now the discourse proves the reverse of all 
this, and most cle~dy shews that the Jews did understand a 
Teal manduen'lull, and were so scandalised, that either they did 
not li~te'l LO or gil'e cfedit to Cl'risi's correction of their error, 
which clearly intimated that the manducatioll to which he 
alluded was spiritual, and tl::ere[ore so must the food be spirit. 
llal, and consequently it could lIot be his natural fiesb. But the 
Apostles, attending to his explanation, remained steUfast in their 
confidence, though not yet acquainted with the true nature of 
his doctrine, wllleh was aftl'rwards to be more fully revealed. 
It is impossible to follow the Bishop through what be means as 
his ~ummary, without remarking the difficultiet; he has to en­
counter ill so interpreting the Chapter, as to St1rport the error 
of transubstantiation. lnste:ld of the sublime truths which our 
Lord brings forward, as far as they conld then be revealed, the 
Bishop seeks to confine our ~'ision to the mere belief in a carnal 
manducation, and to effect this purpose he is compelled to per­
vert and misinterpret the clearest expressions. 

6th. A great part of the Pamphlet is tal,en up with exhort­
ing Protestants to tum to what his Lordship def;ms the true 
faith respecting the body and blood of Christ; with what suc. 
cess may be anticipated, when the whole of the discourse at 
Capernaum is in direct oppo~ition to transubstantiation, a doc­
trine which we hare proved unknown in the primitive Church, 
and which receives no countenance from the more early ["thers; 
nay, it has been shown that these eminent men illterpret our 
Lord's expressions in this Chapter figuratll'ely, and not literally, 
so that they stand in direct opposition to thfl llishop. In truth, 
his Lordship's doctrine outrag'es our senses, and appears to 
th05e wbo bav.e not hud t~eir 111illd3 prejudiced ill it!) famur 
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from infancy~ altogether incredible; nor is it too much to 
assert that no man of common understandi'i1g can ever be 
brought to beliel'e the doctrine of transubstantiation, if pro­
posed to him after he has attained the years of discretion. 'rhus 
have we gone through the Sixth Chapter of st. John, from 
which the Bishop Gf StrasLourg endeavours to draw the 
strongest argument for the real physical presence of the body 
and blood of Christ, in the consecrated elements of bread and 
wine; and we have, it is hoped, flIlly proved that our Lord speaks 
throughout spiritually, thoug'b the images and illustrations, as 
was his custom, are taken from the things immediately around 
him or familiar to his hearers. The discourse is indeed highly 
spiritual, as might have been anticipated from the very nature of 
the Christian religion, which is essentially spiritual, and seeks 
to beget in us h~al'enly dispositions, and to bring us nearer and 
nearer to the character of God. But enough has been said to 
justify mb in concluding, that the Bishop of Strasbourgh bas 
totally failed in his argument; it therefore becomes rather Iudi .. 
crous in his Lordship to exhort us to beware of the danger we 
are in,-the danger is certainly not with us, but with his Lord. 
ship, and all persons of his belief. We arrange oursel ves with 
the Apostles, and his Lordship takes part with the unbelieving 
Jews. We listen to Jesus Christ, who is still in the midst of 
us, and continuBs to speak the same language to us--we heal' 
him, and surrender ourselves, in deep humility, to his will; while 
tho Bishop of Strasbourg perverts or misinterprets the words of 
our Saviour, and stands in the situation of those, who teacb for 
doctrines the co:nmandmellts of men. 

~ONCLlJSION. 

It is hoped that my object, in this and the preceding Sections, 
which has been to furnish a competent knowledge of the true 
nature of the ELlcharist as it appears from tbe Scripture, and 
was understood by the Apostles and first Christians, and to 
remove the perplexl ng error of trallsubstalltiation, with which 
it has for many ages been deformed, has been attained. 

While doing this, I have satisfactorily shewn, that it is the 
most merciful and beautiful institution that God ever rouchsafed 
to man; and tbat it ought not to surprise us that its celebration 
stood forth as the m05t prominent part of the worship of the 
Primitive Church: it indeed no where appears that our Saviour 
himself ordained any other for his disciples, but the commemo­
ration of hi! own death in thi;!; Holy Sacrament. 
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Prayer is a duty of natural as we-II as of rp'V'f'aled religion; 
but the celebrat:on of the Eucharist, with its attendant duties, 
preaching the doctrine of the Apostles, fellowship among the 
Saints, and the public prayers, is peculiar to Christianity, and 
was the known stated and constant worship of our Lord's dis~ 
ciples and their followers; and with reason, for the death of 
Christ is the most wonderful and beneficial event that marks 
the annals of time, and of all others the most deserving to be 
tbe chief subject of onr praise to God. N ow praise, offered in 
a proper manner, is justly esteemed the most rational and ex_ 
cellent part of Divine worship, consequently, a participation of 
the Eucharist, in faith and sincerity, is the most acceptable 
service we can pay to our Creator and Redeemer. 

The Eucharist has bren considered by the pions of all ages 
a feast upon a sacrifice; anrl with equal propriety may it be 
proclaimed a festh-al in honour of Dil'ine mercy to mankind; 
for where shall we find a manifestation of God's unspeakable 
love to our fallen race like that of sending Jesus Christ into the 
world to save us fwm destruction. 

Conscious, as every reflecting man must be, of having failed 
in his duty, and of his need of some testimony of the forgiving 
grace and compassion of Him, against whose law our transgres_ 
sions have been committed, the communion comes as balm to 
the soul. "Ve recognise it to be a feast in uoeour of the pro­
mised and pledgerl exercise of God's forgiveness, and as the 
most grateful of all sen-ices which can be performed by man. 
There is no worship so worthy of the bene"olence and conde. 
scension of God to institute, nor any that ought to be so wel­
comed in songs of thanksgivings by tbe ulli"ersal voice of all 
the inhabitants of thA earth; for as all are guilty of sin, and 
bear always about them doubts and fears, the most blessed 
assuredly of all sounds is that al1l1onnceu in tbe Holy Ellcharist, 
which presents God accepting our Lord's sacrifice for sin, 
pitying ollr guilt, and remoring our iniquities. It is indeed 
the business of the Gospel to announce forgil-eness of sins, 
ppace with God, expiation by the blood of Christ, and eternal 
lIfe to- fallen hut pardoned ~illners_ Th,-se are the messages 
which its heralds are commissioned to proclaim to the children 
of el-ery kindred, language and people: and if it be true that 
the feet of those are btc'Hu(iful who speed their way into all lands 
proclaiming unto the inhabitants of the earth, BehoM your God, 
how much more ollght the morHI history of tllat greatest of all 
the messengers of Jivine mercy to be kept in remembrance, 
whose very appearance in our nature was the highest of all 
pledgl1s that God" had indeed pitched his tabernacle with 
men," and that he would dwdl with them upon earth. 
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The -eucharist, thus deemed a feast ill honour of Di~ille 

mercy published and ratified to the whole human race, IS a 
conception of the Institution particularly plea::.ing and lovely, 
and offers a most appropriate termination to thj~ essay, o~ i!; 
true meaninO' character and importance. In this respect It IS 
felt to be th'; most attractive and delightful of all fe8th'als; 
blotting out our sins, remol'ing our doubts and fears, breathing 
iuto our souls peace and reconciliation, restoring our tarnished 
honour, and fortifying our minds with the most glorious hopes 
of 600n enjoying that more intimate communion with our 
Saviour in his everlasting kingdom; of \vhich the. Eucharist ill 
this life is so touching and perfect a rt'presentatIOI1. 

FROM THE CHIUSTL\.N GUARDUN. 

The Christian Guw'dian of the 5th inst. makes the following excellent 

ohservations on the prcce;J ing suhject, viz. on the 6th l:hapter of St. John, 

which to some will appear very touching, and to almost all, a sellsible good 

Cl)mwent.-

IT. " O"r n""(t enquiry ie ,rllat is meant by the terms, ( I 11m the true 
h,ead whit'h c~me down frum heaven. My tlc,h is meat in<l?erl, "nd my IIloo<l 
h drink inueed. Excppt ye eelt uf the fl,',b of the Son of ;'Ilan, and drink his 
blood, ye have DO lile in lUll. He th~t eateth my flesh and orinJiett. my 
hl""d shall live fur ever.' The (itolllanhts) Catholic ullderstands them to 
'L1 ell Il , (flS in tueir articles of Ie-ith) and the Bishop uf StraslJourgh contend" 
that tilcy mean a nat man,{/lclltion 01 the (lesh, bluod, soul dnd Divinity of 
.Ie'us Christ, in:o which eaeh sacramental wafer of bread is "lth unaltered 
form, and to tbe senses, unattended pJOpenieR, really all<l "uh,talltially 
('han~etl, Tile LSishup of Str,,,lJo'lJ'g tlwrdure contends that our'Lord's dis­
('uLlrse with tbe Jews is to he llllder,touu ill the stliete,t literal sense. Let 
us !t,y this I'll Ie of intefj)' etatiun by oue Or two out of many examples that 
mi~ht he oelected . 

• , Our Lord says, (verse 26,) ( LaDom' (or seck) not fur file meat that Pel'. 
ishf'ih' This is llne'luivGcal, ami if the B;,;bop" "llie is a gllod One, it is 
positiveh' nnlawful for u" to spek b,ead 01' any thing that peri'heth, which. 
lllay pP.rhars ill<'IUde U. 8, R'g/ds, Prutestant (,h"r~h Pe"!s, and ever'y thing 
ot an eanhly ""tu'e, a dudrine to whicl! we believe .MR. ELMSLEYhimself 
i" not even yet converted ! ~ ! 

.. A!\:<ln OIL I' Lord says, (verse 51)' If any man eat oJ this bread, he shall 
live l'lI)lEn"".' Have not ~"pes aud Priests and thei r flocks, from age to age 
(ac"ordln~ to the ltulI1an (atlio\;c Church) eaten of this bread? Aud have 
tl,Py ntlt dierl already? Either therefore the Bishop's rule of int€rnretatioll 
or hi" ductti,}C, IIlUot be fal:sc, " ('[his IS truly unequivocal! !)' I 



ODSER"l'ATIONS 

O:\" THE 

SAC:a4,MENT 01' THE LOB.D'S SU'PPEll., 

A.ND TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

" T],u< ",ith th~ Lord, Thev arp vanity an,l the WORK O~ rr:nM.< : itt 
thp limp 01 their vi,italion th~y Rhall peri"ll. Stand yo (!hrrel'ore) in rhe 
"'''Y' and "oe, and ask .(0)' (he old prrlhs, wlJere is the ~ood \Va)'. anll welk 
thetein, and ye shall lind rest t'Or your souls." Jet',! ).lUll. 

TH ERF. is no argllnwnt which the adherflnt to ihe St'e of Rome 
is ~" fond of urg'ing-llo weapon on whose temper he so much 
ff'lips, as on the undisputf'd claims of his Church to spiritual 
smereignty. Half ig-norant himself, and half relying on tile 
','!;l1orance of others, be boldly asserts his ahsurd prptensions ; 
alld \',hen he declares, that for e\'ery other religious denomina~ 
fion, a p<priod of their first appearance can be marked out; but, 
tliat the beginnings of (his) the Chunch are lo!;t in antiquity, h", 
["lIcil's that he estalJIi~he5 the supremacy he would claim. 
The reasoning is false, and the fact~ are incorrect. In the 
Ilaked abstraction of tbe argument the same pleg would havtl 
been valid against the Law of Nloses,as contradistinguished from 
lhe Patriarchal faith: Ilgainst the mission of the Redpemel' as 
superseding the Mosaic dispensation; against the early Chris­
tians as opposing the fables of Paganism, invested as tlwy were 
in all the majesty of age. But nothing is more certain, thull that 
all the peculiarities of Popery hm'e a date assignable by a lit~ 
tIe rf'search ;-if e\'ery addition to her system which has an ex­
istence posterior to the sixth century were rf'mo\'pd, but little 
would remain behind of her swollen magnitude; little that call­
not be proved from Scripture, or that has not been con5ecratpd 
by the \'oice of uni\'ersal tradition. And we can not only 
trace to their very source those streams of error, but we Catl 
shew in each successive age the C\stonitihmE:'l1t which their 
appearance excited. For Providence, in every age, raised ull 
ad\'ocates for that pure faith which was once deli\'ered to the 
:Saints, who were not afraid, 1l.midst persecution, oppression, llild 

even martyrdom, to declare to the world the whole council of 
God; and to expose tlle erroneous doctrinal innovations of the 
Church of Romp, wilf'nevel' they appearpd. And among nil 
the dogmas that e\,l"r Rome introduced and forcpd upon )!,lll1-

kind, nOllp could at all compete with Tran>3uIJstant!ation, ill 
its illlllllllcrablp Ii"t of nmrtH!'rI unbelierers. . .F 



That vNy night in which Christ WItS betrayed, he in.stit~te~ 
nn ordinance which he appointed to be observed by hIs dISCI­
ples to the end of the world. It is of tbe nature of a feas~, 
and from tbe hour of the day in which it was first observed, It 
is called the" Lord's Supper." Tile materials of tbe feas~ ~ere 
:simply bread and wine, and were u!;ed to rejJre::ent splfltual 
Jalessings. Hence the Apostle Paul says, 1st Cor. x. 16," The 
cup of IJlessing which we bless, is it not tile communion of tbe 
blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the com­
mnnion of the body of Christ ?" From this it is evident tbat 
the symbols which were u,ed by the A postles in order to repre­
fIIent the spiritual blessings which are derived from the breaking 
of the body, and the shedding of the blood of Christ, were platn 
bread and wille, By eating the bread and drinking the wine 
bis peop:e in thf'ir soeial eapacity, aceording to his appoint­
meut, ,he", fortb his death: and in the exereise of faith, over 
the symbols of bis IJrokpn body and shed blood,· they really en­
joy the benelit of his death, in the assurance of pardon and the 
f\lIjoyment of pea~e of milld and heart, imparted by the Holy 
Spirit as the fmit of Chri!t'1! hlonillg saeritice. 

,j The most essential part of the Eucharist is the symliolicitr 
use of bread and wine, which Christ ordained for OUf iustruc. 
tion, and the form of word& \\ith which he taught us to accom­
pany it. In tbe primitive Chureh tbe Bishop or Priest first 
gavp thanks to God for all his m1;reies, especially for those of 
creation and rf'dlc'mptirm : then, to shew the autbority by whieh 
he wus ncting', and hi .. ol)edwH(,~ 10 the cOnilllands of Christ, he 
I('cited the words of t he institution of tbe Holy Sacrament 
which be was celeLrating: in cloing this he took the bread into 
his band", and brake it, to repreEl'lIt the body of Christ; * the 
(,llp abo of wille to represent the blood. Over the bread and 
tJle cup h~ I':peated Cbrist's powerful words: 'This is my 
body,' 'this IS my IJlood.' Tbeelemellts being thus made the 

• Tn tile i'yrinc a, well as th~ Hehrew and Clwldee languaO'es there is no word 
l1.;hi('b eXp'E':'8P8 .. tll !-"i;;nify," 'I l'f'pre:-;(,Ilt," or" dl'll~te5', 'Hpnr;e it is tlw.t 
In' ilnd the rxr1€'ssion " it is" ~o frequentlY ul"pd for " rep"e~ents ~, " de .. 
nl)te~.JI 01' u f'ie.llifi~~s."' This is (rpprcbC'nt;) my covenant Letwixt ~hee and 
n:e- tili, j,. \ITI,,:,€nts) the L""I', Pa,~,,\er-lhe tell hOlliS are (denote) tell 
\'n~'-lIle f1el~ .. " (:I""ot",) tl)l' "'Mia-the good seed b (replesents) the 
~,,"dl en of tbe "".",."m-the tal es arc (rerre.ellts) the ehildren I)f the wicked 
ur,~ - ti,e P1Iem\' i, ( .. eple3ellt~,) tl,P devil- the l,arYl's! i, (represpnts) the eud 
Il[ tlt" \\'01'1"-:-11,,' rp"pers are (,epresent) the ;Ln;;eis. Sud, expressions 
n1:l\ I.p 11l1'1liplIed [101m th~ ~c]'iptl1rl", bill these al'p~al' sul1ieirnt to shew 
t""t any nldll :n ! be present ~a)' 1I'01lld lise Iro other terms t blin thosf' em­
}J1~~'Hi hy UHr Sa\'lOnr-" ~hlR l~ my body." " t"i:-; is my bloou, "_ meaning, 

, ,111 .• rt'/w{"{'''/s lily uOlh', thiS "(I,,·{'sclIl. my blood; if tIle langllage in whidl 
lw H'a~ r;p~ ah!r.~ had 110 othpJ" '" ude uf expres6iun. as W(li."! the case with tllat 
~~erl .liy ?Ul' H,:deel1;er-:-ct' tl.~ 2nd ::iectiull, page 54, of thll Archdfar.on of' 
l'od; sIal:' fU),et on tlie Eu~hal!~t. 
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symbols or repr~selltations of Christ's cruoified uody Ilnd blood, 
\Ver~ ,:,iferp.d to God as tbe great and acceptable sacrifice of tbe 
CbnsiIan Cburch. The Bishop or Priest continued his prayer, 
Rl~d entreatf'd the Almighty Fatber to senfl upon the bread and 
WIne th,> Holy SI,irit to :;,ltwtit\ and bless t1lf'lU, and to make 
them Chri,;t's spiritual lif.'-g-i"ing' Lody in power allll virtue, 
that to all the faithflll they mio'ht be effectual to all spiritual 
purposes. Tbe officiating' 'Bish~p or Priest thf'11 receil'ed the 
Eucbarist in both kinds himself, and proceeded to deliver it in 
botb kinds to the people. In these days the utmost simplicity 
prel'ailed; to ha\'€ resen'ed any part of the Eucharist for the 
Ministers alone, or for anyone pril'ilf'ged class of believers, 
would ha\'e bep.n to manifest a violation of that great principle 
of equality recognized by tbe Gospel, that in the sight of God 
tlH're is no respect of persons. The comml,lniotl of the body 
alldblood of Christ was dep~ed a privilt:'ge of the most precious 
Jdnd, to wbicb every COllI'Pet was f'ntttled; and so far was tba 
Church from tbrowing any impediment in tbe wav, that she 
earnestly amI affectionately inritcd all her memlwrs to partake 
of this holy Sacrament; and it was long thought to be incon­
sistent with the Cbristian profession to be otherwise tban It 

regular communicant 

&' N eM:-iy fifty of the most ancient Liturgies have been collect­
ed, among which we find one wbich has been attributed to St. 
James, onr Lord'~ brotber, and which was assuredly constantly 
used in the very fi rst age in tbe Church of Jerusalem. This 
Liturgy may bf' justly consiuf'red one of the most precious 
monuments of Ecclesi2.stical antiquity; and its strict conformity 
with the account g'i\'(~n by SL Cyril of bis sen'ice, is a demon­
strative proof tbat it has come d011'11 to us in all ib original 
purity and simplicity. NolV, howel'er much tbese nU[l)f:'rouli 
Liturgies difter in otber things, they ag'fee with that of St. 
J ames, and with each other, in their manner of consecrating 
the elements, and in their distributioI,l. 

" 1 st. The words of our Saviour's institution, containing the 
Priest's autbority to celebrate the solemn office, and bis setting 
apart tbe elements, as tbe representativps of his bodyan,d blood, 
broken and shed for the sins of the world, by pronouncing over 
them the words of Christ: 'This is my body,' , tbis is my 
blood: 2nd, A solemn olJiatioD or off pring of these instituted 
memorials, in sacrifice to God the l,'atber, commemorative of bis 
Son's death and passion, 31'0. Prayer for Gud's, a:cf'ptance 
and blessing UpOll the:u by his Holy Spirit, sallctdYIng. t,he~ 
t4rough his Diviue power, 50 as to make them the sPlfltU.."l. 



44 
),He-giving body a:Id blood of Christ, and the means of conw'y­
j,n,go to the well-dbposed reepi"er nil til{> benefit8 purchased by 
our Lord's sacrifh:e for mallliiud, pardon, grace, and etemul 
life. 

" III accordance \\' itll the ancipnt Li turgies and Eucharistic 
~"rricei3 of the Cunfch nnin'l'sal in its primitive times, are the 
sentiments of the Christiall RultJOrs of those ages, commonly 
('ailed the Fathers. These form a cloud of witnesses to the 
cOLUmemorati\'(~ sacrifice representutive, and yet efficacious, 
and communicatil'e of the LI(1ssings obtained for us by t;hrist's 
Lodyand blood. This Hoty §acrament,$i\Ys Irena:us, (quoting 
one out of many) consists of two part~, an earthly and an 
heavenly,-bread and wine from the ,'arth, but tbe body and 
l.lood of Christ in spirit, power and heavenly efficacy. Far 
indeed were the Fathers from imagining any change in the 
Lread and wine, hut only in -their qualities, by the sanctifying 
power of the Divine Spirit, for so the blessed author of the 
high and heal'ellly mystery had taught them. '" It i;:; the spirit 
that quickeneth, the flesh pro£lteth nothing: the words tlj.at I 
speak unto you. are spirit, and they are life."' Thus we haHI 
I!;een, and it deserves our particular attention, tbat in all the 
forms of auministering the Eucharist handed down from the 
first ages, the most harmonious concurrellce prel'ailt'd, and that 
iDe three important points lloticed above, were illl'ariably intro~ 
Juced in the same order. No)' did the Church of Home, then 
n highly respected Church, for purity as well as station, differ 
(nul' for many ag'es after) from tbe Church of Jernsalem or 
other Chufchf's ill the celebration of the l£ucharbt; all of tht'm 
arranged the service in the same order, and gave to iLe word::; 
ti!1' 8[{m8 interpretation. \Ve have further tbe unanimous tes­
t.imony uf all tbe ancient F,lthp,rs and eady writHs of the Chris-
1 j,Ul Church from the very beginning', and for many ag'e,; 
,:owl1ward, tbat thi" is the true and real import of our LOI'J's 
"ummalld, and tbat their manner of admini:;tering' the EuchJ,­
rj~t i.; tbe only way in which it oug'ht to be administered.­
From all thi" the fullest cOlll'iction arisf's, H,at :such is Olle 

::;a\'i(jur"~ g:raciolls will and his la~t and dying command. Anti­
(!uiiy, universality and consent, all concurring ill this just inter: 
\lfehtion of Scriptural truth, and in the administration of tbl'! 
LOl'j'S Supper, ill IJoth kinds to communicants. Tbis universal 
testimony of the Church cannot deceh-e us: that wiJich was 
tallg'ilt and l'l'actj"ed ill all Chri::;tian CburciJCS, for the first four 
centuries, 11IU:st be of apootolieal authority. And indeed with. 
uut this teolimollY of the Church. it is impossible to prove the 
calIon of the ~ ew Testalnent, 0,' to t'i>talJli"h the au thority of 
the books which It contain;;; alld surely there can be 110 testi-
l 'IOI1"V "0 s:\'j'"f""'("rc' I'." "" '(' ,1 11"11'11'" tt 11 t _I d' f ' ~ -. L ~ .~ v,; • "~c -;.,. '" 1l' it ure all.... eSlg'1l 0, 
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the H()ly Eucharist, as that of the primiti\-e Church. 'To her 
we are indebted fOl" the authenticity of the records of the insti­
tution, and to her we must look for rightly understandinO' the 
mind and will of the A postles, from whom she recehed the 
records of our Lord, and by whose doctrines and practice she 
wns instructed in their true meaning." 

This doctrine was too simple and too spiritual for the Church 
of Rome, when she began to gi\'e heed to seducing spirits, and 
when she b!lcame herself the great seductress of the world 
called Christian. ,. But the Spirit of God does not alwaYli 
contend with the spirit of man. 'The mental darkness, the 
natural progress of error, the credulity of superstition, and the 
artifice of designing men, multiplied corruptions in the Church, 
and produced ,it firm belief in the most incredible things. But 
neither the veneration for reliques, the prayers for the dead, 
and the invocation of saints, are to be compared, ullscriptural 
a;; they are, to the victory obtained over the common understand­
ing of man in establi5hillg' Transubstantiation." . 

Having lost sight of the desi/!."n of representing the death of 
Chri~t by the elp;;lents of bread and wine, she direeted her at­
tention to the turning of the eltoments into the \'ery body and 
Llvod (corporeally) of Christ himselt. Nor did she stop here, 
-by degrees she fOloe to the climax of absurdity, and maiutain 
ed that the whole substance of the bread, after the Priest had 
pronounced the words of consecration, wa:; converted 110t only 
into the body and blood, Lut also into the soul and divinity of 
J I';:;U;:; Christ; and the Game with rt'gard to the wine, which 
docirille was (;onfirmed by the Council of Trent in the fullow, 
ing \\ ord~:-

" If anyone shall deny that in tile mo': Holy Sacrament of the Eucilatist 
thel'e are contained trnly. and leal!),. and olll"tantially, tbe hCldy anti hlvuJ. 
tllg,etiWl" with the ~oul Hnd llivinity of ollr Lord J'''::dl~ ()Jlitit, and tiJere!o!c 
the. u'lloft:: (/o';sl;, O!' ::-ay that lit:: ii:l in it onJy a" a bigu or figure, vi' hi l1i::;. ia­
Iluence-He is uccursed." 

This doctrine of the Holy Council of Trent. wbich e'·NY 
Romi;;h Pflt'"t is :;\rOfll to Lelieve, alld wIdell ercry member of 
the,ir communioll mu"t believe, or be held it.'; accursed, is Ibb, 
that what are ~eeH to be IJI'ead and wille upon the altar, after the 
Pri(est, in the sacrifice ofthe 1\1a55, bas prououlicetl these words 
.. Hue e'" corpus 11lI'um," (This is the body, c'~c,) afe no longer 
bread and wille, but (be real body and blood, 50ul and dil'iuily 
of Jesus Christ. The f'riest IS undep,(ood to possess tllO 

miracu:ollS power, by tbe use of the abort' words; to cOllveri a 
piece of brt'"J, in the fOfm of a water, inio (htl ftlal Lody of J esuo; 
[~;;ri~tl which \H\:; UUfIl of tlie Virbin jl:try, Wllich 1r;~S c:-ud~ 



£ed, was buried, rose again ,the third day, and aseended Into 
heaven; and to convert this piece of bread, not only into the 
hodyand blood, but also into the soul and dil'inity of our bless. 
ed Saviour. This wonderful conversion is produced by the use 
of these words Hoc est corpus meum; and this, as ArchbiShop 
Tillotson has shewn, led certain jugglers to call thpir slight of 
hand tricks hocus pocus, wbicb is nothing but a corruptiun of 
the Priest's hoc est corplls, by means of wbich be commands 
the whole substance of bread, &c., to be gone, a.ud the reaJ ' 
body of Cbrist, &c., to assum.6 its place,. 

Among Protestants, and I may say among persons of COlli. 

mon sense, it is not generally reckoned necessary to oppose 
the absurdity of Transubstantiation by serious argument; the 
bare statement of it is enough to refute it to tbe satisfaction of 
every person wbos.e senses hal'e any autbority with their under~ 
s(anding-s. There are some things 50 plaia and self· evident, that 
it is difficult to prol'e them by argument. We see tbe SU:'1 shin­
ing, and can we give a better proof that it is shining, than by a 
reference to itself? There are other things so extremely absurd 
aud ridiculous tbat it is difficult to expose them, or make serious 
argnment to hear upon them. Transubstantiati ~·l is an absurdity 
of this last, which doctrine, if it were true, we could not be sure 
oJ tbe truth of any thing e!s~. "It is," says Dean Swift, "8 

doctrine the bplief of which makps el'el'Y thing else unbeliev­
able." "Supposing/, says Arcbbishop Tillotson, "this doc. 
trinp had been deliverpd in Scripture, in the very same words 
that it is decreed in the Council of Trellt, by what clparer evi­
dence could any man prol'e to me tbat such words were in the 
Bilile, tban I could pro\'e to him tllilll tbat the bread and wine, 
after consecration, are brmld and wine still? He could but appeal 
to my eyes to prove such words to be in tbe Bible, and with the 
same reason and justice might I appeal to several of his sellseep 
to prove to him, thai the bread and wine, after consecration, ar~ 
bread and wine still." 

" It is a sufficient confutation," says the I'enerable the Arch. 
d€'acon of York," of the doctriiIe or" transubstantiation, that it 
contradicts OlU senses; since we see and taste that the bread and 
wine after the ,consecration, and when we actually receil'e them, 
still continue to be brnad and wine, without any change or alter­
ation whatever. Morpol'er, it ol't'rlhrows the very nature of 8 

Sacrament, by suppo:sillg' that what we eat and drink to be the 
thing signified, and not tbe sign. In fine, transubstantiation has 
no foundation in truth, but w'Uhout reason or necessity, puts all 
absurd and impo~ihle Eense upon the words of our Saviour' 
• This is my body,' , this is my blood; hy which it is nu mor~ 
prayed) HuUl the word,) . Thia Clip of the .New Testallle~t,' 
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prove that the mattlri'll cup which lVftS used in the Sacrament, 
was substantially changed into the New l'estament. And no 
more tban those tt'xts which affirm God to hm'e eyes and t'ars 
and hands, prove that he really has them .• .I,t contradicts four 
of the fhe senses, and undermines the foundation of all ct'r­
tainty_ Had the A postlcs preached transubstantiation and the 
renouncing of our senses, miracles would han. afforded no 
evidence of the truth III the Gosp!'l, for tbat which dept'uds 
upon the certainty of sen5e as miracles do, cannot prove that 
which is contrary to sense. N ow miracles, which are the best 
and highest external proof of Christianity, oppose transubstantia­
tion as a part of the Christian doctrine, unless we are prepared 
to disbelie\'e our ;;enses, upon the evidence of which alt mira. 
cles rest. A man cannot believe a mirade without ffdying 
upon his senses, nor Call he belie\'e transubstantiation without 
renouncing them. The main edd':'Jice and confirmation of the 
Christian doctri'nes, dz miracles, is rt'solved into the testimony 
of our senses, but such evidence is against trausubstantiation, 
for as it renounce5 the senses, mirades can J.('i'·e it no confir_ 
mation; for that which depends upon the certainty of "ense, a~ 
miracles "ertainly do, can be no competent argument to prove 
that which is contrary to sensp, as transubstantiation e\'idently 
is," 

Again, "i can never beliel"e transubs!antiation, since it im_ 
plies thai our senst's, employed on prop('r and familiar objects, 
are so much deceired as to destroy all dependence upon them. 
t never can believe that our Saviour taught his disciples, before 
his death, not to belim e ill their O\nl SPl1ses, which he must ha\'e 
done if he taught them trallsubstantiation, and that tue "ery 
first thing he did after he was risen from the dead, should I>e to 
ask them quite the contrary, by appealing to the certainty of 
sense for tue proof of his resurredlo;]'. I never ("an belip\'e a 
doctrine whicb strikes at the iut'ntity of Christ, which St. J Ohll 

grounds upon· the eddance of the sensf's--that tli .. ), had heard, 
seen, looked upon and balldled, of tbe word of hi,'. I ntlVpr 
can lJelieve a dQetrine that strikes at the certainty of \I'::<1t St. 
Luke calls infall~ble proofs 01 the resurrection, whicu were nOlle 
others than that wl;ich the sense's affurded; that strikes at the 
ascension which tuuk place publicly, for no other eud than toat 
fhe sorrowillg Church mignt have a sensible and intelligihle 
foundation for her (rust ill him, who is elmlled to be a Prince 
and a Saviour. I ('allnot believe trau,ubbL.ll1tiation. unless ( 
can belie\'e that truth can contradict and destroy itself. To 
concluo .. , if allY can receil'e a doctrine so llnscripturaJ in itself, 
and so dalwerous in its consequences as transubstantiation, they 
do l'ight to "'continue Roman Catholics; but if they doubt this 
dDctrille of thtl Eucharist, it is hig,Jt time Lo lilY a~ide dl~:;ifl1ula· 
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tion llnd renounce tIle Church which maintains it. He who 
candidly examines tbe case, and is aware of its importance, 
will find tbat tbe doctrinA of the Church of Rome holdetb to 
the letter which I{~llpth-that of the Church of England, t9 tha 
spirit which gh'etb life. Sincere minds will discover to which 
the prpfe.rence is dup, without indulging unjust suspicions or 
uncharitable assertions." 

In the Epistle to th'/' Hehrews, chap, ix, v.23, the Apostle 
strikpll at the very foundation of this doctrine. In the Romish 
sacrifice of the Mass ,. the bloodless sacrifice," which they say 
is offered up to God as a satisfaction for the sins of "the living 
Rnd the dead," At verse 22nd st. Paul asserts tbat "without 
shedding of blood there is no remission;" bence a bloodless 
sacrifice, such as that of the Mass, cannot procure remissioQ 
of sins, and of con~('quence is unavailing, Again, verse 24tb, 
to the end, the holy Apostle reasons in the most pointed and 
mwqllil'ocal manner, to shew that after the sacrifice of Christ 
upon the cross, there llE'ver wa~, nor ever cuuld be, any othE'r 
sacrifice whatever to make a saUsfaction for sin. For Christ is 
pot entered into the holy places made with bands, which are 
1\)(' figurcs of the true; but into heaven itsfllf, now to appear in 
the presence of Gud for u's; nor yet tbat he sbould oftt>r bim­
self often, but now " once," in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to Pl!t ;;;way sin by the sacrifice of himself. And <lS it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but artel" this judgment, so 
Christ was once offerf'd to bf'ar the sins of manv; and unto him 
that look for him shall he appeClf the second Ii me" without sin unto 
5a!l'ation." I n chap. x. of the same Eph;t1e, the ApostIp eaith, tbat 
Christ performed the wi II of God, by the which will we are sancti­
/If'd through the offering of the body of J eSUfi Christ (.1?rr for all. 
He adds, " A nel el'erj Prif'st standeth daify rninisteriliO' ami 
offering oftplltimes H.d same sacrifices whieh l'flll ne\'el':' take 
away sins, But tbis man, arler lIP bad offerer! olle sacri Ilet' for 
sins,jol' pVP!' sat down on the right hand of God." Ye lc'ri('sIS 
and people of Rome, bolV do Y(' reconcile this last I'erse with 
1ransubsta~tiatioll ? Again," F'or by one offering' he halh 
pprfpct·d I~r ere,r them that are sanctified, whereof thl-' Holy 
Ghost also IS a witness to us; for after that he had said before 
'l'l:is is the covenant that I will I1E,kf1 with them after those days: 
salth the Lord, I WIll put my laws into thf'ir hearts. and in 
tll,t'ir minds will I write them; and their sillS and i;liquities 
WIll I remember no Hlore. Now where remi:ision of tliese is 
thdre is 110 more olfering for sin," ' 

Cou,ld any f~ing be more df'ci,si\'e against PopC'ry and its 
eSfeJlllal doe/rme than the forf'g~lIIg ~e~ts?, Not only do thpy 
cut up root aud brancb, the untJ-cufistlall Idea, ., that in the 
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sac~ific@ of the MaliS, there i. offered to God a tme, proper and 
propitiatory sacrifice for the living, and for thl! dead in Chri~t 
detained in Purgatory, not fully purged of their sins."-but all 
their system offlenance; all their mediatory offices of the Virgin 
.l\;Iary and other. saints, are cumpletely levelled to the ground. 
For the one sacflfice of Jesus, offered up ()NCE ONLY upon 
the cross, is positively declared to be " the only" satisfactjon 
that ever can, under the Christian dispensation, be presented to 
God for the sins of mankind. When St. Paul directed Chris­
tians " to present their bodies a li ving sacrifice, holy, accepta­
ble unto God, which (as he remarks) is their reasonable ser­
vice," we hear nothing of the offering of a wafer as a satili­
faction for our transgressions. If such were (as Romanistlii 
assert) the sacrifice of tbe New Tesiament,-is it at all possible 
that St. Paul, when addressing the Church of Rome itself, 
should not only pass over, in silence, this most vital pretension 
of their clergy, but even write against the very principle of it 
in the passages we have quoted?, 

Anoiter extraordinary unscripturaI peculiarity of thil dogmli 
of Transubstantiation in the Church of Rome is, denying tht} 
cup to the laity. 

in the year 1415. the Holy Council of Constance, in their 
13th Session, resolved to take away tha Euchariitical cup from 
tbe laity, and to establish it as an article of faith- in a Canon a~ 
follows ;-

oi Seeing that in diwe~$ parts of the world, there are some W],O rashly pr~. 
'ume to say, that Christian people ought to partake of the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist under both species of bread and wine i ana do give the communiOll 
to Lav people i not only under the species of the bread, but also under the 
Ipecie~ of the wine. This present Hoty General Council of Constance, lawfully 
as.embled in the name of the Holy Gbost. being desirous tu prouide fa.' lite 
safety of the faithfUl against this ERROR, doth therefore declare, decree 
!lnd determin~,-that although Jesus Christ did administer this veuemble 
Sacrament to his disciples under both species of bread and ,.;ine i and although. 
in the Primitive Church. the faithful did receive this Sacrament under botlt 
species. yet notwithstanding. that fo~ avoiding certain dangers and sc.andals. 
tltis custom, which was introduced, wlth reason. ought to be kept: (V12:.) the 
Priesta that iay Mass shall cOllln:unicate under both.species of bread and 
wine; but lay persons shall commUDlcate under the IIpecles.of bread on.z" i and. 
they that .ay the contrary ought to he expelled as ner4tlcs, and gnevously 
puni:;hed by the Bishop or their officials. 

This Canon was confirmed by succeeding COUl~i1s, and par. 
ticularly by that Council of Trent held under Pope Pius the 
I V., July 16, 1562; as the Canons that were agreed upon, being 
more than ordinarily remarkable, we Ilhall introductl them. 

G 
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SESSION XXI.-CANONS I, :2 & 3. 

J. 
" If any shall maintain, that by the comm.and of God, ~ll and every of 

il!e faithful di·sciples of Christ ought to receIve both spec~es of the Holy 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, or that it is necessary to salvatIOn so to do, IrA 
!lim be accursed. 

If. 
., If any one ~hall say, that the Holy Catholic Church was pot induced ~ 

gnorl ,·casons to ~rdain that Laymen, an? also Clerlfs not con~cient. (that 18, 

not actually 8ayl11~ MaRS at the ~ame tlme) sho,tld comrnUfllcate but under 
one species, or that the ~aid Church hath erred therein, let Mm be ac· 
cII,rsed. 

Ill. 
" If anyone shall deny, that whole lind entire Christ, the fountain and 

author of all graces, is Dut received under the 'lne s?ecies of bread ; becaus~. 
M 80rne fftlselyassert, it is !lot a~cording to Christ'S institution, let him be 
Iwcu9·sed. " 

In the words of the institution, both as spoken by our Lord 
and recited by the Apostle Paul, it seems perfectly evid61nt, that 
both bread and wine were to be gi ven and recei "ed in the Lord's 
Supper; these \tere appointed to represent his body broken and 
his blood shed for the sins of his people. With respect to the 
bread, Christ bas said, Luke xxii. 19.20," Take, eat, this is 
my body;" but concerning the cup, he says, ., Drink ye all of 
tbis ;" for as this pointed out the very essence of the institution­
to wit, the blood of atonement, it was necessary that each should 
bm'e a particular application of it; therefore he says, " DRINK 
VE ALL OF THIS." By this we are taught, that the cup is essen. 
tial to tbe Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; so that they who 
deny the cup to the people sin again:st God's institution; and 
they wbo rt;ceive not the cup, are not partakers of the body and 
lJlood of Christ. If either could without mortal prejudice be 
omitted, it might he the bread; but the cup, as pointing out 
the blood poured out,-that is the life by which alone the great 
sacl"ificial act is plc'rformed .md remission of sins procured, iii 
ausolutely inclispt;nsaule. 

On this gronnd it is demonstrable, that there is not a Popisb 
Priest under heat en who denies the cup to the people, (and 
thf-'y all do this) that can be said to celebrate the Lord's Sup. 
pf'r at all ; nor is there OIlP of their ,·otaries that el'er receil'ed 
l,he Holy S,~! i·ament. All pl'etension to this is an absolute 
h~r('e, so lung as the cup, tile emblem of the atoning blood, is da­
med. II ow :;trange it is, tnat the very men who plead so much for 
1lw bare literal meaning of " this is my hody, '1 in the prt'ceding 
"erlle, ~ltould den} all meaning to " drillk yl5 atl of this cup" in 
thIS It:'r:;e. The <:I.i'ndusion therefore is unnroidabla-the Sacra~ 
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ment of the Lllrd's Supper is not cel~brated in the Church of 
Rome.* 

Having shewn, ai we hope, that Transubstantiation Is utterly 
rejected by Scripture, and was unknown to the primitive Cburch, 
as the abm'e canons do fully prol'e, lVe HOW comfl to consider it 
in another point of view-I'iz. the risk which a Roman Catholic,: 
runs of falling into the sin of idolatry by worshipping the wafer, 
even were transubstantiation possible, in case the various re­
quisites stated in the" Roman Missal" were complied with. 
'l'hat is, we will demonstrate that those defects which render the 
ceremony of consecration null and void, it is impossible, pr lIt 
least next to impossible, to avoid; and that, in consequence, 
idolatry, to a worshipper of the wafer, is, even according to the 
finding of the Church of Rome itself, almost ine\'itable~ Tqe 
Missal says-

"POTEST AUTEM DEFECTUS, &c.-Mas~ may bp defective in tl,,, 
matte,' to he cOllse('rated, in the form to be used, and in the otliciatiHg Mini.­
ter, For if in any nf these there be any defect, viz. dne Matt ... r, Form, with 
attention and Priestly Orders in the celebration, there is no Sacrament COIl-
lecratad 

.. DE DEFECTIBUS PANIS,-Of defects in the hre"d. 1st, Hthe hrpad 
be not of whpat, or if the wheat b .. mixed with sileh 'Iuantit}' of grain, of any 
Pth~r species, thRt i~ l\!>th not remain wheat .. n bread, or if it be in any way 
corrupted, it doth not mftkl' a Sacrament. 2nd, If it he made with rose or 
other distilled watpr, ':is doubtful it it make a Sacrament. I. DE D EFECTfnCs VINJ.-Of the tbe defeelR of tl,e wine, If the ",ine 
be qllite Rnul' or pUlrid, or be made ""til hillp,' or unripe grapes; 0" if it be 
mixell with wal€r so as to spoil the wine, no ::;acrament 18 accomplished. 

" If, afler the·conRecration of the brear!, or even of the wine, a (Iefect of 
either 'pecies be di5co\'Ned, the olher heing already comeerate,; ; then if tlw 
matt€r which stould be placed canllot uy any means ue had, to auoid ,cand,,! 
he mmt proceed. 

"DE DEFE'_:TlBVS FORl\flE,~Of the defectR in the form, Jfan),one 
.hallleave out, or cllange any part 9f the form uf ('o"operRtion 01 the hody and 
hlood. and in that change of words, such words do not sigllify the "arne thing, 
there is no consecrrt ion . 

•• DE DEFECTIBUS M1NISTRI'l.-Ofthe defect, of the Mini,!er Thf' 
defect.!'11 the part of the Minister mal' OCCllr ill those things I equired ill him; 
tbE'se are firEt, ]NTF.NTJe:--1 after that Dr,,;poFTlltlN of f'oul and body, of ·vest ... 
,nonl. and disposition in the Rervice itself, as to tl,ese matters wl,ich ~all occur 
jn it . 

• , If anv one intend not to con,ecrate. bllt to counterfeit; "I,,) if any wafer~ 
remain fo~rgotten on the altar; nL' jf any pa1t of the wine or'any water :ie 
hidden when he did not jr;lend 10 comeerale IIIIt wklt he sa\\'; al,<) if I", 
shall haye befol'~ him e]evpn Wafel'fl~ And intepJeu to ,'Oll;.;,-','I,t[p lHJi. ten olll\', 
not detrrmir.ing wlJat ten he meant, in all these cases the (/WCIU pocus) t'1'1'1-

secration fBils, because IN'f.ENTI0;': is requiled.') 

To these ab!'urdities the Hon. and piotl1! .John Ellll~lpy is 
desirous that our Protestant breHlI'E'n should SUlJ5CrilJe ; nnci !~e 

• Sep Clarl:e on thl' r:l1rh~rid, 



converted to the dootrine of Transubstantiation. I would now 
limply ask this newlv made convert to the Church of Rome, bas 
he ever read the 2nd chap. of the Acts of the A postles, in whioh 
it is stated that Christ the Holy One should n~ver see corruption? 
And if he has read this, and believes that the wafer, after Hoc 
ellt corpus meum is pronounced by t~e Priest, is cha~ged to h~s 
God and Saviour, and made, by thIs means, the obJect of hIs 
worship, is he prepared to say, how this object of his worship is 
preserved from corruption? In summer his host will corrupt 
and breed worms in a few days; which induces the Priest in 
bot weather to consecrate every week, and in winter once a 
fortnight. ., 0 what a thing is man! a constant contradiction 
to reason and himself!" 

We would now say, Roman Catholics! we appeal to you as 
rational creatures, to consider the awful precipice on which, 
even according to the rules of your ownChufch, every individual 
who bows down and worships the wafer ~s the 1\1 ajesty of hea. 
ven, must inevitably stand! You all acknowledge that nothing 
short of divine honours and adoration can be paid to the hust, 
and that it i5 idolatry-a most heinous sin, to pay such ,~orship 
to any being 01(' any persoll but God alone; how should you 
tremble when you perceh'e the terrific risks which you el't'fy 

day run, according to your own admission, of incurring the 
imputation of idolatry! Reflect upon all the minuti~ which 
your Church points out as requisite to be observed, before all 
actual consecration can be eftiwted. Reflect, that if even one 
of these requisites be wanting, instead of offering up an accept. 
able sen'ice to God, you. are bowing down to an inanimate 
substance. (el'en thoC1.gh we were to grant you, fUf argument 
sake, the possibility of trausll:Jstantiatiol1, according to your olVn 
Missal.) Reflect, that a sing'le circumstance, not cont1"Oiabie 
or even discOl'erable by your officiating Priest himself mi;Y!:lt 
render JOll the g'rossest of sinners. And will ye persist in lliis 
dangerous career? Will ye thus \'enture upon so hazardolls It 
speculation? As men of rea~ol1-read, mark, learn, and In. 
wardly digest! 

For instance, does the officiating Priest w'atch the whole 
process of the :lc,ur, fro:'1 the moment it has l,..ft t1.3 ear, until it 
hus been manufa?tureJ into l>read? C:;n he pledg'e himself 
that no other gram whatever becam~ mixed with it in the pro. 
(less of gn'ldmg' ? Can he pletlg'e hHI1Self, illl a word, that none 
of the materials for COIlSecralj('ll have bePfI in any way vitiated? 
'Vhere is pure wine to Le obtained? Or if ail the materials 
were of tflo requisite purity, how is the INTE~TloN of the 
Minister, his DISPOSITIO:-< 01 sOlll, of body, of vestments, &c. &0. 
to !J{l ascertained by the wO!,8hi~Jper.'? /~lld will ye, under such 



awful chances against you,-taking the matter from your own 
finding, ever again be induced to bow down before a morsel of 
bread? Allowing you every condition that your Church de­
mands, your " Mass" is a most hazardous business. But for 
what do you run all these obvious risks? Merely on the specu­
lation that a word is to be taken literally rather than figura­
tively! although it is manifest, that a literal interpretation of 
our Sal'iour would OI'erturn, not only our reason, but the very 
Christian religion itself! 

"\Ve cannot avoid saying, that there is a cold blooded disre­
gard of consequences in one of the abol'e passages, which 
stamps the Church of Rome with a character to which no words 
of ours could do justice. Can we believe our eyes that any 
Church, after a dl'tail of those defects which cause an absolute 
failure in the consecration, should notwithstanding deliberately 
permit a Priest to proceed with the ceremony," after be had 
discovered the defect?" Monstrous! He knows that conse­
cration, under sucb circumstances, is imp03sible; and that by 
continuing the pr0cess he only elevates an idol for the congre. 
gation to worship. And yet he does persist! he continues the 
solemn mummery to the end-" to avoid scandal." That is to 
prevent the cheat being discovered, he -converts his congrega­
tion into avowed idolators! ! ! Such, Roman Catholics, is the 
maternal affection of " Holy Mother Church" for her children. 
She would rather transform all of you into idolators, than have 
her trick discovered. Could such a system have come from a 
pure, a holy, an omnicient God? 0 Elmsley, Elmsley! Un. 
enviable Elmsley," how art thou fallen! !" 

In conclusion, we would just remark, tbat the great differ­
ence whicb appears to us between Romanism and Protestantism 
is this-that those who adh!'re to the Church of Rome, judge it 
better to submit to the authority of their Doctors, than examine 
the doctrines; those of the Protestant communion judf';e tbat 
110 human authority is sufficient to work in us that faith, and 
confident assurance that God requires of us. In the Church 
of Rome, tl]l'l people judge that their Priests cannot err; (aL 
though we have had late proofs here to the contrary notwith. 
standing,) in our CLurch we judge that as they are subject to 
the like passions, so they are liable to the same errors as other 
mortals. Here then the two classes ofteachers, and the two par_ 
ties in religion are at issue. One class of teachers disclaiming all 
dominion OI'er the faith of ChristialJs, the other usurping a d(,5-

poti5m not only over faith but reason, conscience and common 
sense. One class we may describe as acting tile part or P hy::;i­
cianlS, who prescribe unassumingly and modestly, the other plays 
the Mountebank quack bragging oJ il1f~ll!ible medicines, Let 
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us ~ake. in this respect, an illustration. We will i~ppO.lle a man 
travelling through an unknown country,and he comes to a place 
where several roads diverge; while he hesitates which to choose, 
two guides offer themselves to direct him. One lays before him 
an authenticated map of the co~ntry; shewz; him on that map the 
way he has already come; points OlJt the place where he wishes 
to go, shews tbe different bearings of the respective road~; de_ 
sires bim, if he is willing to take him as his guide, still to keep 
the map in his hand, and bring his tidelity to the test. The_ 
other does not deny that the map is true, but he pulls it out of 
the traveller's hand; he boasts of his own great skill and know­
ledge, and refuses to take cbarge of the man until he consents 
to blindfold his eyes, and resign himself to his management and 
conduct. What man, baving a judgment, and could exercise ii 
would hesitate as to which of the guides he would make use ot? 
'fhis is Romanism, and that is Proteitantism !' " , ' 

END OF PART l£. 





TO THE PUDLIO. 

THE HON. JOHN ELMSLEY, of Toronto, (late York) a Convert to the 

Church of Romr, has thought it expedient to hwe printed 5000 copies of an­
Extract taken from the writings of the latc Bishop of Strasbourg, on the 6lh 
Chapter of St. John's Gospel, for the purpose of circulating gratia, from" 

pious desire, (uo doubt) of making as many proselytes to the absurd dogma 

of Transubstantiation, as pos,ible. 

This pamphlet of Mr. Elmsley's has been answered in the most gentle­
manly anll able manner, in a I,etter addressed to the Congregation of St. 
James' Church, by the Hon. and Rev. the ArclldcHon of TOlOnto, &c., the 
eubstance of which we give entire in this I'art; a"d would remark, that had 
Mr. Elmsley con!1ned the circulation of Ilis pamphlet to the city, there the 
matter might have ended, as the Archdeac-l','s answer would have beena sulli­
cient anl;dote and was not intended to go farther; but this it appears was 
not his, Mr. F.lmsley's, intention, for no '001 er was the Archdeacon's Letter 
announced than he advertises j,is Pamphl~t for disiribution g.·atis, t<ran un­
precedented extent throughout the country. In this we do not attach anJ 
hlame to him, not having any oLjection to a little controversy, when con­
ducted in a pr<>per manne,': al.d i.t is presumed tbat he and his faiends will 
attach no blame to us in trying to neutralize the effects of euch attempts a~ 
proselytism. 

It is upon this ground that the publishers feel themselves called upon, as a 
duty which tbey conceh'e, they owe to thEmEelves, their families. and. their 
friends in distant Townships, (to whm a number of copies of this Pamphlet 
will be-rorwarded) to circulate as t'x;cn,:vdy as possible a corrective or anti­
dote to erroneous doctrined that are contrary to Scripture, reason, and com. 
mOil sense. 

Should our friende encourage us to proceed, we propose to publish the 

Second Part in about a fortnight'from the date of this publication, containing 
Observations 011 the U nalienahle Right of every Man to !lead tbe Scripture8 

. h ' WIt the Conversion of " Andrew Dunn," all Irish Roman Catholic. Part 
the Third will contain the Rev. Blanco White's " Preservative againat 
Popery," &c. Part the Fourth-" Romanisill Contradictory to ~he Bible," by 

TIlQIZIM Hartwell Hamel M! A. &c.&c, 




