
MINUTES 
OF THE 

Synod of the Pre",byterian Church of Canada, i •• cOlllle('tioll with 
the Church of Scotland, begun at KIIlI:'''ton, the 14th 

day of September, and concluded the 20th 
day or September, 1836 years. 

SESSION VI. 

DIET r. 
King;ton, St. Andrew's ChuTch, 14th September, 1836. 

After sermon by the Rev. John Cruickshank, Minister of By town, 
Moderator fol' the preceding year, from John, chap. eighteenth, verse 
thirty-eight, "Pilate saith unto him, "What is truth ?"-the Synod of 
the Presbyterian Chnrch of Canada, in connection with the Church of 
Scotland, met in St. Andrew's Church and wa,;; constituted with prayer. 

The Presbyteries having given in attested roJis of their members to 
the Clerk the SYllod Roll was made up, and read as follows :-' 

1. PRESBYTERY OF QUEBEC. 

Minis/ers. Eldet'. Congregations. 

JHamps SEomen'ille, 5~ Thomas Blackwood ...•• :'IIontre.I,::>1. G.briel-st. enry sson, 
Alexander Mathieson ... Jdme. Fleming ......•. :'Ifontreal, St. Andrew'$. 
John Clu~6ton ..... , ... C. Campbell ......• " .Quebec, St. Joh,,· •. 
Dunc'an Moody ............................... Dundee. 
David Brown ...•.•.......•......•...•.•..... \" dleartier. 
William Mair. ............... , ................ Greflville and Chatham. 
Erlward Black ........ John Redpath ........... ~fonlreal, St. Paul's. 
Walter Ro.ch .....• ; •••.. ': •...•. ,': .............. Be.uharnois. 
John Taylor ............................... Lachine. 
W. M. Walker ............................... Huntingdon. 
James Anderson ............. ' ................ Orm.to\~n. 
John Cook ...••...•••. Dr. ;\lorrell .....••.•.. Q,,~bec. St. Andrew's. 
---- ---- .... ---- ---- ..... Beechridge. 

2. PRESBYTE'ay OF BATHURST. 

Jobn' Crllickshank .. ' ••. Thomas McKay ........ By town. 
Thomas C. Wilson. ~lalcolm .V1cPberson .•.. Perth. 
William McAlister •..•• Robert Affleck .....••.. Lanark. 
John SmiTh .................................. Beckwi·b. 
John Fairbairn. William McF:w~n ...... Ramsay. 
George Romaneg, ...... , Alexander Clark .•.... Smith'. Falls. 
William Bell ........... James Bryce ........ " .Perlh . 
.Peter C. Campbell •..•••.• ' ..................... Brockville. 

3. PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON. 

JOIiA Machar .......... .Iohn Mowat ............ King,ton. 
Jam~8 Ketchan. , .... ',' . Dr. Marshall. ......... Belleville . 

.. The Pre8byt~ .. y of Hamilton wa.o, disjoined from the Presbytery of To
ronto, on the Second day of tbis Session. 
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Hinde "J. Elders. Contrregalions. 
Thomas Alexander, •...•..••••..•.•....••..•. Cobourg. 
John M. Roger ........... , •.....•........•. ,. Peterboro'. 
Archibald Cnlquhoul' ... , ................•••••. Otollnbee. I' 

-I. PaUBYTERY OF TOROt'TO. 

Peter ~1cNa'Jght0tj ..•.•............•••..••.... Vaugb<1,n. 
Peter Ferallso-n .. , . .......... " ............... . Eeqllf5iClg'. 
Henry Go~Jon ..•.... , .. ; ....... '.' ;:: ......... r.:pwmark,et "nrl I-i:irg, 
Andrew Bell ........... EdwalJ V •. 1 bu:n,un .• 10ronto 10WIlShlp. 
Duncan Me!'.!;IIall ....................... " ... Ca:edon. 
Jdmes George ............. ,., ............... Scarboro·. 
William Rilll"ul ..•..... Adam Elliot .....••.... SI reelsville. 
William i'lIcKillican ....••••... ' ............... We>! Gwillimbu::'. 
William T. Leach ..... , ...................... Clly of Toronto. 
Robert :Ylurrd)' ................................... Oakville. 

5. ?RESBYTERY OF GLENG'RV, 

John :'.l,-Kenzie ........... John McGillivray ......... Wil Jiamstown. 
Hugh ,Ulquhart ........... Archib .. I.t McLean ........ Cornwall. 
Alexander :'1c 0." aU.pdtl /:. ,\lurdncr: M ,.Poerson ...... Lancaster. 
John McIsaac ........... Peier McInlyre ............. Lochiel. 
------- ...... ---- ---- ...... i'.1artlOtown. 

6, PRESBYTERV OF H.'MILTQN. 

Alexander Ross ............ .. ..................... Alclbof()ugh. 
Robert McGilL ........... William Clark ............. J:\iagara. 
Getirge Cheyne............. .. .......................... Amberstburgh. 
James Smilh .............................................. Guelph. 
Malk Y. ~'~r" ................... , ......... : ............ Dllr,cias all,j Ancasler. 
Alex.",ler (,ole ....... Peter II. Hamiltl)n ........ H.mllton. 
Donald Mcl-i:e""e ................................. ' Zorra. 
John Bayne. ..................... ...... . .. lIalt. 
Angu. ;llcJnlO"", ..... ...... .. ....................... Thorold. 

The Roll h:H':~c; \h'e:1 ca:led the followin~ member~ answered to their 
Dames and took theIr seats in :-;ynoLi, viz. :-

Messrs. A!~x. '.ill::,ieson, David Browil, Jolw Cook, John Machar, 
James Ketchan, Thomas .'\iexanLier, John ill. Roger, John Cruickshank, 
Thomas C. Wilbon, John Fairbairn, Georgd Romanes, William Bell, 
Peter C. Campbell, Robert l\1"GiJl, George Cheyne,' Alex. Gale, Peter 
Fergnson, Henry Gordon, Andrew Bell, William Rintoul, Angus Mcin
tosh, Hugh U rgullart, Alex. MeN aughton and John McIsaac, 1Uillisters; 
and Messr". Thomas Biackwood, James Fleming, Malcolm McPherson, 
and John Mowat, Ruling Elders. 

The Synod proceeded to the election of a Moderator for the ensuing 
year, when the Re\'. William Rintoul, Minister of Sneetsville, was una
nimously chosen to that office, and at the Synod's desire took the Chair. 

The Rev. Robel·t McGill tendered the resignation of his office a~ Sy
nod Clerk, which was accepted, and the thanks of the Synod were given 
to Mr. McGill for the services rendered by him to the Synod in that 
office. 
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It was moved by Mr. Robert McGill, seconded by Mr. Thomas Alex
ander, that the Rev. Alexander Gale, Minister of Hamilton, be appoint

I ed Synod Clerk. 

i. 

I 

This motion was unanimously a;reed to, and Mr. Gale maue the de
claration de fldcli, and entered on his office. 

The minutes of last session of Synod were read and approved of. 

The minutes of Commission were read and approved of. 

I( 

I, 
The following members were appointed a Committee for Bills and ", 

Overtures, viz., Messrs. John Cruickshank, William Bell, John Machar, 
Tbomas Alexander, Alex. lI1athie~on, John Cook, Hu~h Urquhart, Alex. 
McNaughton, Robert McGill, and Peter Ferguson. lIIinisters, and Messrs. 
James Fleming, Malcolm McPherson, ar.d John Mowat, Ruling Elders. 

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of Synod, \·iz., Messrs. Alexantler Mathieson, COnVE1Ier j Thos. 
Alexander, Peter C. Campbell, David Brown and Henry Gordon, lrfill
isters, and Malcolm McPherson, Ruling Elder. 

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of the Commission, viz., Messrs. Andrew Bell, CO'TIvener j 
James' Ketchan, Alex. McNaughton and John Fairbairn, Ministers, and 
Messrs. James Fleming and John Mowat, Ruling Elders. 

The following members were appointed a Commitree to examine the 
Records of the Presbytery of Quebec, viz., Messrs. Thomas Alexander, 
Convene!', and Al1lhew Bell, Minister,~, and Mr. Malcolm McPherson, 
Ruling Elder. 

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of the Presbytery of Bathurst, viz., J\Ir. James Ketchan, Con
vener j Mr. George Cheyne and Mr. Peter Ferguson, Ministers. 

The following members were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of the Presbytery of Kingston, viz-, Messrs. David Brown, 
Convener, John Fairbairn, and Alex. McNaughton, Ministers. 

The following inembers were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of the Presbytery of Toronto, viz., Me~sr'l. Alex. Mathieson, 
and John Machar, Ministers, and Mr. James Fleming, Ruling E!del-. 

The follo\ving members were appointed a Committee to examine the 
Records of the Presbytery of Glengary, viz., Messrs. John Cook, Con
vener, Thomas C. Wilson and Mr. Angus McInto~h, Ministers. 

It was ordered that Presbytery Clerks give in their Records to the 
Conveners of the respecti ve Committees of Revision., 
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It was ordered that the reports of the Committees for examination of 
Records be given in on Friday morning, and that the consideration of 
said reports be the firs: business of that day. 

The Committee on the Reconls of the Commission was instructed to 
report specially as to the disposal of the uocuments connected wilh the 
case of St. Andrew's Church, Perth. 

Mr. John Cook was appointed to preach in :":. Anurew's Church here, 
in the forenoon of Sabbath first i-Mr. Peter Ferguson in the afteInoon; 
-and Mr. Peter C. Campbell in the evening. 

Mr. William Bell and Mr. Thomas Alexander were appointed to 
preach to the prisoners in the Penitentiary in the forenoon and afternoon 
respectively. 

The Synod fe.olved to commence ils s;t:i:lgs at Ten o'clock, A. M., 
and to adjourn at Four o'clock, P. M., and to contiJ1ue the practice of last 
year of de"oting an hour eVery morning to the reading of the Scriptures 
amI prayer. 

The following merd'e.,; were appointeJ 0. C~mmit:ee 10 consider the 
Financial concerns of the SYllu,l, viz., ;\les~; s. George Romafles,Convener, 
Alexander Mathieson, John .'i,.ciJa, and Andrew Bell, flJ.niste1'S, and 
Messrs. John :Mowat, JameR Fleming and Thomas Blackwoou, Ruling 
Eiler". 

It was ordered that the Report of the Finane-e Committee be given in 
and considered O:l Friday next after the Reports on Records. 

Leave was granteJ to the several Presbyteries to meet for any com
petent business during the session of SynoJ. 

The Synod a(ljourned until Ten o'clock to-morrow morning, and was 
closed with prayer. 

(Sigrleu) ALEX. GALE, Synod Clerk. 

DIET 11. 

St. Andrew's Church, Kingston, 151h September, 1836. 

The Synod met this day, pursuant to adjournment, anJ was cOlls!ituted 
with prayer. 

Mr. John:\1. Rogel, on the cal! ofthe Mouerator, reau the Scriptures and 
prayed. 

Mr. Henry Essen, of Montreal, appeareJ and look his seat. 

The Minutes of last Diet were read. 
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The Synod called for thr. Report of the Committee on Call~ and Con
stitution of Churches. Mr. Henry Gordon, ill the ahsence of the Con 
vener, reported thaUhe Committee had made some progress in the 
business committed to them, requested that a new Convener be 
appointed, and that the Committee have leave to sit again. The 
Synod appointed Mr. Henry Gordon, Convener of the CommittE'e on Calls 
and Constitution of Churches, and ordered that the Report be given 
ill on Satunlay morning next. 

The Synod called for the Reports of the Commi:tee on the legal recog
nition of Churches, on the establishment of a Widows' Fund, and on 
Synodical Correspondence. 

Mr. Alex. Mathieson, the Convener, stated that the Committee had 
not made such progress as to enable them to offer a formal Report on 
the several important subjects committed to them, but that they had 
gi\-en considerable attention to these subjects, and had made some pro
gress in them. The Synod received this Report. 

The Synod called for the Report of their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures which was given in and read, and the Synod resolved to take 
up the matters transmitted by said Committee in the order recommend
ed therein. 

The Synod in conformity to a recommendation offered by their 
Committee for Bills and Overtures, appointed the following members a 
Committee to prepare a draft of a letter to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, viz., Messrs. Hugh Urquhart, Coovenel';John Cook, 
Robert McGill, and Henry Gordon, Ministers, and Mr. Thomas Black
wood, Rrd,rog Elder; and ordered their Report to be given in on Monday 
next. 

The Synod had transmitt~d to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, a letter from the stated Clerk of the General Synod of the 
Reformed Dutch Church in the United States, communicating the fol
lowing resolutions passed by that Synod at their recent session in the 
city of Albany. 

"Resolved, That an ovelture be made by this Body to the Synod of 
the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada, to maintain a correspondence 
with that Rev. Body, upon the same terms with the correspondence 
maintained by this Synod with the General Assembly of the Presbyte
rian Church, and the German Reformed Churches. 

"Resolved, That the stated Clerk of this Synod be, .and is hereby cli
rected to furnish the Synod of the Church of Scotland ID Upper Canada, 

ith an official copy of the aforesaid overture of correspondence between 
wid churches, together with a copy of the pnnted mlDules of said Gen-

---~. 
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eral Synod for the years Ei;lhteen hundred and Twenty-two and 
Eighteen hundred and Tlurty-five." 

The Synol1 had reat! the terms of eorrespondenee between the Refor
med Dutch Church am! the General As~embly of the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States, as recorded in the printed minutes of Eighteen 
Hundred and Twenty-t\yO, and, having considered the same, appointed 
the fol!o\\"jn~ members a Committee to prepare an affectionate and re
spectfullett~r, in reply to this overture, and to take into consideration 
the practicability ;ulll expediency of entering into the proposed corres
pOrll!encc, viz., ;\rf'3~'·S. John ~,Iachar, COli LWter ; ,Alex. McNaughton, 
William Beoll and Peter C. Campbell, _~Jifti.stcrs, and :Mr. John Mowat, 

Ruling DUtT. 

It was onlered that a draft of ~aid letter be given in on lHonday next, 
! and the reSillt of the Com:l: illee's enquiries and deliberations, respecting 

the proposed correspondence be reported at next session of Synod. 

The Syno.1 hat! transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills 
ant! Overtur,;s, from the Presbyteries of Bathurst and Toronto, calling 
the allention of the Synod to the duty of making provision for the edu
cation of young men for the mini ... try wi:hiu its own bounds; as also a 
memorial from the Rev. Peter Ferguson, of E~quesing, requesting ad
vice for the guidance of two young men connected with his congregation, 
who have commenced, amI J<Jsire to conti"nue their studies for the min
st ry. 

It was moved that these tlocumeuts be referred to a select committee, 
with instructions to mature a scheme for the foul1l1ation of a Collegiate 
Institution for theologinal education, and to delibera:e as to the best 
means of bringing the same into operation in consistency with the pre
sent relations of the Smot!, as also> as to the proper comse to be recom
mecd"ll to the indivicluals referret! to in :'Ill'. Fergu"":l':,; memorial. 

The Synod after Ion:; rea~oning, a<1nptet! this motion unanimously, 
and appointel! the following menlbers a committee for·the purposes spe
cilled thBrein, viz., the Moclerator, l\Ie",r.;. Robert McGill, James 
Kctchan, Thumas C. Wil,ol1, Alexander Mathieson, George Cheyne, 
Alexanuer Gale, John Fairbairn, John McIsaac, and John Cook, llJinis-

i icIS, and .\I.. Thomas Blackwood and Mr. John Mowat, Ruling Elders. 
I It was ontered that the Report of this Committee be given in on Monday 

iii ~:;~' aile! tkl! the consideration thereof be the Drst business for thal 

The Syno,l had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
I Overtures, an overture from the Pr~sbytery of Toronto, respecting the 
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-formation of a Hew Presbytery, which shall comprehend within its l' 

bounds, the Niagara, Loadon and Western Districts, together with the 
whole of the Gore District except the townships of Trafalgar and Esques
ing. The Synod having considered the circumstances on which this Over
ture is founded, and 'heil.rd the parties interested therein, approved of 
the same, and ordered and enjoined the Ministers within the bounds 
specified, together with an Elder from each Congregation, to meet in 
Presbytery at Hamilton, and within St. Andrew's Church there, on the 
first Monday of October next, at Eleven, A. M., for the transaction of 
all competent business. The :-ynod further ordered, that the Presbytery 
thus erected be sLyler] the Presbytery of Hamilton, and declared the 
Town of Hamilton the Presbytery seat. 

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, a Petition from the Presbyterian inhabitants of Lochaber, 
Buckingham and Cumberland, selting forth their iCligious distinction, 
and praying the Synod'ci aid in establishing the minist ration of the ordi
nances of the Gospel amongst them. 

The Synod remitted saill Petition to the Presbytery of Glengary; and 
recommended the prayer thereof to their early and favourable considera
tion. 

;7fri' . 

On the motion of Mr. Urquhart, it was ordered that the several Pre~-
bytery Clerks prepare lists of the places which are destitute of the 
ordinances of religion within the bounds of their re:,pec live Presbyteries, 
'and give in the same to the ,convener of the Committee for drafting a 
letter to the General Assembly tbis afternoon. 

The Synod -adjourned till to-morrow at Ten o'c;ock, A . .:'11., and was 

closed with prayer. 

DIET III. 

31 .• 4nJre!D'S C,hurch, KingstoTl, 16th 8tl'!cnt/icr, 1836. 

The Synod met, this.day pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted 

with prayer. 

On the call of the JHoJera:or, !dr. A;,g',3 ;lklntJ;ll read the Scriptur,es 

and pra,yed. 

The Minutes of last Diet were read. 

'On the motion of Mr. Alexander Mc~au~hton, it was ordered that the, 
Moderator and :VIr. John M. Roger be added to the Committee on the 
Ovelt'lre of the Reformed :Qutch Church. 
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The Sy nod called for the Reports of Committees appointed to examine 
Presbytery Records. 

) 

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records of 
the Presbytery of Quebec, reported that the Committee had not been yet 
able to complete the revision of said Records, and craved further time 
for doing 80, which was granted. 

The Convener of the Commillee appointed to examine the Records 
of the Presbytery of Bathurst, repoIted that the Committee had revised 
said Records, and found them correctly kept, and the proceedings of the 
Presbytery regular. The Synod sustained this Report, and ordered the 
Clerk to atle~t the Record., of the Presbytery of Bathurst in terms 
thereof. 

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records 
of the Presbytery of Kingston, reported that the C')mmittee had revised 
said Records, and found nothing censurable therein. The Synod sUo
t<lined this Report, and ordered the Clerk to attest the Records of the 
Presbytery of Kingston in terms thereof. 

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records 
of the Presbytery of ToroHto, reported that the Committee had not 
completed the revision of ~aid Records, and craved further time for 

! doing so, which \vas granted. 

The Convener of the Committee appointed to examine the Records of 
the Presbytery of Glengary, reported that the Committee had received 
a Minute of the Prllsybtery of Glengary of the following tenor;- . 

" At Kingston, September Fifteenth, One Thousand Ei.~ht Hundred 
and Th.irtY-Mix, t.he Presbytery of Glengary met by permission of Synod, 
and beIng conslltuted, resolved, that the Committee appointell by the 
Synod for examining the Rllcords of this Presbytery, be informed, that 
owing to the death of their late Clerk, Mr. Connel, their Records have 
been locked up and sealed with his other effects, and that in consequence 
they are not prepared to submit them to the scrutiny of Synod. 

(Signed) ALEX. McNAUGHTON, Clerk, pro tem." 

The Synod sustained this Report. 

The Convener of the Committee appointed to revise the Synod Recollls, 
gave in a Report, which was read, and ordered to be laid on the tabill. 

The Convener of the Committee appointe,l to examine the Records of 
the Commission, ;a\'e in a report, which wa, read, and ordered to be 
laid on the table. 

The Synod calle,l for the report of the Committee appointed to arrange 
the financial concerns of the Synod. 

I========~===========================j. 
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I . The Convener of said Committee stated that the Committee had made 
I considerable progress in the business cntru;ted to them. and asked lenA I to sit again, which was granted. . 

I 
The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 

Oveltllres, a 'Petition from the Rev. Robert McGill, Minister of Niagara, 
complaining of the institution and endowment of a Rectory in the Town-

I 
ship of Niagara, acconling to the establishment of the Church of England, 
whereby the temporal interests of his Church, and his own status as a 

i Minister of the Church of Scotland, are injuriously atreeled, and praying 
the Synod to take the circumstances of the case into consideration. 

I 
1 

.1 

The Petition was read, am! Mr. McGill was heard in support thereof. 

'Whereupon 1he Synod appointed the following members a Special 
Committee to investigate the grievances complained of by Mr. McGill, 
and any other grievances of the same nature affecting the interests of this 
Church, viz., the Moderator and Clerk of Synod, Messrs. Henry Esson, 
John Cook, John M. Roger, John Machar, Alex. Mcl'iaughlOn, and Peter 
C. Campbell, .lIillistel's, and Jo1:n MOlVat, Esq., Ruling Elder. 

The Synod ordered that the Report of this Committee be given in and 
considered this evening. 

The Synod adjourned till Six o'clock this evening, a!1d was closed 
with prayer. 

The Synod resumed accordiilgly, pursuant to adjournment, and was 
constituted with prayer. 

The Synod called for the Heport of the Committee appointed to inves
tigate the grievances complained of in the Petition of the Re\,. Robert 
McGill. 

The Convener of said Committee reported that the Committee had 
prepared aseries of resolutions, embracing the result of theirenqlliries and 
deliberation, respecting the subject referred to them, which having been 
read and considered, the Synod approved iJf the same ati to the substance 
thereof, and ordered that they be recommitted to the Committee tor 
revision. 

rhe Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to 
examine the Records of the :?resbytery of Quebec, which was given in 
by the Convener and read, the tenor whereof follows;-

i' 

I 
I 

" The Committee appointee! to examine the Reconls of the Presbytery 
of Quebec, report that these Hecords appear to have been correctly kept, 
with the exception of the Minutes not being tiigned by either Moderator I 
or Clerk. 

===:-== -~ "~_=~~=7C=C==.=cc=-=.J 
bl 
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" The Committee also found that the Presbytery did not observe the 
Fast-day appointed by the Synod at its last Session. \ 

(Signed) THOMAS ALEXANDER, Convener." 

The Synod having heard this Report, it wa~ moved and resolved that 
the Presbytery of Quebec be called to the bar of the Synod, to explain 
why their Records, since last Session of Synod, have been left unsigned 
by the Moderator or Clerk. 

The Presbytery of Quebe(~ appeared at the bar and gave satisf~ctory 
reasons for the omission in qnestion, and the Synod enjoined the Clerk 
of that Presbytery to sign the Records forthwith. 

The Synod had read a Minute of said Presbyt~ry respecting the 
Synodical fast, where in it is recorded, as the opinion of said Presby-

I, tery, " That the observance of the fast appointed by the Synod is 
inexpedient in the state of the Church ill the Lower Province." And 
the Synod enquired upon what grounds the Presbytery of Quebec had 
recorded and acted on that opinion. 

Several members of the Presbyte:'y of Qilebec were heard ill reply 
to the Synod's enquiry. 

, Whereupon it was moved by ::Ilr. Robert McGill, and seconded by 
Ii Mr. Henry Gordon, that the Synod sustain the explanations offered by 
I' il the Presbytery of Qilebec as satisfactory, order the word <, inexpedient" 
il to be expllnged, and the word" community" substituted for Church in 
II the Minute objected to, and direct the Clerk to attest the Records c~m 

/

1'1' his nolj,. 
In amendment of this mn:ioll, it wa~ moved by ;\Ir. John Fairbairn, 

and seconded by 1\1r. Andrew Bel!, that the Synod order the Clerk to 
Iii attest the Records of the Presbytery of QNebec, and record their regret 

t!lat the state of the Chunh in the Lower P.ovince is such as to render 
it i::wxpedient to observe a day cf fas!,n;;, humiliation and praytlr, 
appointed at the lil8t Se~siun of Synod. 

T~Je (:l1~.tion \\,ao, pil', i. motion" or "amendment," and the roll being 
I' called and the votes marked, :-.'ine voted for the motion and Twelve for 
I: the amendment, wherellPon the amendment was declared to be carried, 

;o.;;clthe Clerk was instructed accordingly. 

II 

Against this decision :\Tr. Henry Esson entered his dissent, for reasons 
to be given i!l, in due time. 

The Synod took up the Report of the Committee appointed to revise 
the Records of Synod. The tenpr whereof follows :_ 

"The Committee appointed to revise the Records of Sy?oll, report,

"That the Records of Synod have not been laid before them in con-
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sequence of the long-continued illness and subsequent death of Mr. 
Archibald Connel, to whom the engrossing of them had been entrusted. 

"That the Committee have carefully reviseJ the ~rroll of the Minutes 
placed in their hands, which does nut contain copies of DocumclJIs 
ordered to be engros3ed, and some era~ures made, but not :Ie k u{)w ledge(1 
by the Clerk. These defects the Committee ascribe to I he eircllmstar'-ces 
of the book which they examined being merely a scroll and not the per
manent record. 

"The Committee beg leave to suggest that, for the informalion of 
Presbyteries with respect to ~he busines~ assigned them hy t h,> Synod, 
and also to enable the CornmJltees appointed to examine the Hecords of 
Presbyteries, to ascertain whether Presbyteries have complied with 
injunctions of Synod, some plan be adopted for communica!ing more 
fully and speedily than hitherto to the Clerks of Presbyteries t~le injunc
tions of Synod. The most eligible of these plans "eerns to the Committee 
to be-That the Synod ordain that the Minutes be more fully printed, 
with an index allnexell, in which the names of the several Pre:;byt2ries 
and Committees be entered with reierence to the pRges iu which the 
duties enjoined them are recorded; and that copies of the printed 
Minutes be forwarded to members of Synod by the Clad. with the least 
possible delay. And in order to secure as C!~eal accuraC'v '" po,sible 
in the Minutes before being printed, it is sJlI'C!e-;ted th:lt the Synod 
ought to enjoin members to g"lVe the closest attention when the Jllinute8 
are read over in Synod, and then obtain SL1ell explanations as :hey may 
deem necessary. 

(Signed) ALEX. MATHIESO\', CunvenO"." 

The Synod having heard this Report, approved of the sll:!;cstions 
which it contains, and instructed the Clerk to adopt the same in regard 
to the printing and forwarding of the Minutes. 

The Synod took up the Report of the Committee appointed to examine 
the Records of Commission; the tenor whereof follows;-

"The Committee appointed to examine the Records of the Commis
sion, report that they have examined the :I I 111 nte,-; of Commission and 
the Corresponrlenee connected with th'em, and find that the Comrni,sion 
hwe attended with commendable diligence to the duties as"igned them. 

" The Minutes, of which only a sm'ill p:nt has been engro"sed, appear 
to have been 'correctly kept. 

" With regard to the decision of tlle Commission in the case of St. 
Andrew's Church, Perth, the Commit!ee, without venturing to eX]Jr~ss 
an opinion of their own upon it, would recommend that the deClSlOn 
and the papers connected therewith be re~d in S:,nod, and that there
after the whole papers connected wi!h the case be sealed up and kept 
in rctentis. 

:' The Committee recommend to the S\'nod to call for the correspond
ence, if any, between the Presbytery of Toronto and the Government 
in reference to Mr. Peter Ferguson's receil'ing the Government allow
ance_ 

"The Committee would further recommend the Correspondence in 
the case of the application of the Congregation of Galt, for the amount 
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-:;:a~:~ a:~~U-ii1;~U~;~~"t~~~~~:a~ry" to the seriolls con6iueJatio:1~Of~H 

~ynocl, II: ur~ler that som~ sellied prHlclple may be estabhshet! for the I._ 
regulatic,ll 01 such cases tn future. ii' 

" In respect to the application from Lochiel for a share ill the Go\'ern- II 
ment allowance, and the peculiarly strong cl~ims possessed by that II 
COBwegatlOn,the Co.mmlttee recom;nend the Syno,t! to gtve a fa\'orable il 
dectslOn tberem, and 1I1,t. t;ct the Clerk to transrmt an extract of such I 
decision :0 tbe Governmel t uillce. 1 he Commtttee also recommended : 
to the Synod'" L1Vt LIla!.: .. utJl1,ulur,l!i"n, tl,,, application from Brockville I 
for a share in the Gov~rnmellt aliuwallce, and any other future appllca- I' 
ti,)n in the same ~)C n~ ,f. I[ : 

"The CO::l1:1:flt't> fillu reason to arprove of the Jate Moderator's 
('ondue! in rdu.'iin!.: certain e,\t",cl~ rHlatlve to the C'1.'8 of St. :\".11'.;\\,'5 ' 
Chnrch, ['PI::'. r~'lue..;le I by Dr. \\ i:"on. and rel'ommenu the t'ynot! to 
in5truct ti,e Clerk to write to J)I. \Yil,,,,, to this cITeet, and illfurm him 
that his appli~"!lOa cannot ue complied with. 

" In re'er .. I,ce to the Corre"pondence on the plan adopted by Gon~rn
ment for the tel'to", division of the Gu\'ernment allowance, the Committee 
refrain ;',utn I>lrel i')g au!' opinion, anll would "Imply call the attention 
of the ~\,:l,)J to I~e "~Ibject as one of great importance. 

(~igned) A~,DREW BELL, Convener." 

The SYIl.).\ :t'lving hear,1 thi., Report, approved of the diligence of 
the Committee, an·l ordered that the whole papers relati"e to :"1. 
Anurew's Churc!-i, Perth, be forthwith sealed up and kept in 1'etentis. 

The Synod had read the Corre~ponuence respecting the application of 
the Congre~ation of Galt for the Govel'WIlent allowance during the 
vacancy, and approved uf t!le conduct of the Moderator in advising His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to refuse said application, and 
declared that although the Government allowance is to be considereu 
as a donation to the particular Church enjoying' it, and not to the Minis
ter who may be its pre~ent pagtor, antltherefore not to be withurawn in 
case of vacancy, yet that in every case of vacallcy the Moderator of the 
Pre,byler), is "ereby authorizetl to apply ior the semi-annual allo\vance 
accruing ;0 the vacaRt congregation, aile! in the event of obtaining the 
concutrence of C;overnment, to pay sllch aums <.is mar be thus receiveu 
into the hands of tIle Treasurer of the Mission Fund of his Presbytery 
for the support of missions within it", bounus, it being llnderstood that 
Presbyteries shall ha"e dtll' regard to t~e circumstan~es of such Con
gre~ation", a!1ll emi):uy lileir missionaries among them in atluition to 
the oruinary ,'[; ll,l; ie;. 

'l'he Synoll atlJou:::~\ till lll-m'Y;'c)\\,:-': Ten o'c:'lck, A. r.r.. and was 
closed wi: l , [l:~Y~:. 
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DIET IY. I 
,St. Andre!.:", Church, Kingston, lith Srptember, 1836. I 

The Synoll jllet this day, pursuant to adjournment, and was cOllstitu- ' 

ted with prayer. 1/ 

On the call of the ~\1oc;ei',,:or, ~.h. Henry Gordon rood the :3criptures I 
and prayed. . Ii 

}1r, A'ex~n.;el' :\fathie~on, ~Jr, David Brown and Mr. Henry Gordon, 
gave in their adherence to 1\11'. Henry Es~on's dissent from the decision 
of Synod respecting the R~coi'ds of the Presbytery of Quel.ec. 

11r. Henry Esson gave in his reasons for dissent, which were read 
and ordered to be withdrawn. 

)fr. Thomas C. Wilson prayed the Synod to reconsider their deliver
ence of yes ten lay, ordering the whole papers connecled with the case 
of St. Andrew's Church, Perth, to be sealed up, in so far as to permit the 
documents immediately connected with the final decision of that case 
by the Commission to be read in Synod. 

The Synod agreed to reconsider the matter, but ordered that it be first 

I 

submitted to the Committee ior Bills and Overtures. 

I The Synod resllmed the consideration of the recommendations reported 

I 
by the Committee on the Records of Commission. 

. :"d hRereupo~ it wa~ ~oved ~haGt the several alP, Plicationbs, rpfefrreddto in 
I • sal eport, JOT partIcIpation In overnment a owance, e re erre to a 

Special Committee, that the circumstances connected therewith be more 
fully ascertained. 

The Synod agreed to this motion, and appointed the following mem
bers a Committee in terms thereof, viz, :-:\1essr5. John Cruickshank, 
William Bell, Hugh Urquhart, Henry GonIon, Alexander Mathieson, 
John MachaI', and Peter C. Campbell, Mini$ters, and Mr. John l\1owat, 

Ruling Eldtr. I 
The Synod hat! transmitted to them by their Committee of Bills and ,I 

Overtures, a letter from the Secretary to the Lieutenant Gove:nor of the ·I~.I 
Province which was read and referred to the Committee on app~ications 

for Government allowan~e. 

The Synon calJed for the Report of the Committee on Calls and 

)' 

'I 
II 

Constitution of Churches. 

The Convener stated that the Committee had made some progres~ in II 
the matters entrusted to them, req=u=e=s=te=d=t=h=a=t=P=r",eS=b=)=.t=e=ri=e=s=b=e=ec~1l=io=i=n=ed= !I 
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to give in their answers to the printed queries addressed to thp.m by the 

Committee, and asked leave to sit again. 

The Committee had leave to sit again, and it was orJered that Pres
byteries give in their answers to queries on Calls and Constitutions of 
Churches to the ,Convener forthwith. 

The Synod had a recess until Two o'clock, P. M. 
I 

At Two o'clock, P. CIt, the Synod resumed busines3. 

The Synod called for the revised Report of the Committee appointed 
to inquire into the qrievances cClmplained of in the Petition of the' Rev. 
Robert McGill, which was gi"ven in and read; the tenor whereof 

follows :--

"The Committel', ~rpointe:l by tLe !'ynod to con81l~er the grievan~es 
complained of in the Petition of the Rev. Robert McGIll, and all stmilar 
grievances affecting the interests of this Church, report, that they have 
agreed to recommend the SYllod to adopt the following resolutions :-

"Firs/,-That ever since tn" formation of Con!!,regations, and the 
settlement of l'I-!inisler<, ill connection with the Church of Scotland, in 
these Provinces, they have claimed, both in virtue of the Treaty 01 Union 
between England aml ~cotland, and the Act thirty-first, George Third, 

I commonly called the (onstltntiona) Charter, • a communiC'ati:ll1 of all 
i right3, priyileges, and a(hanta~es, p:j\;aliy with the Church oi England, 
I' and this claim has beeil in nriC'I;:, '.','av" advoc.ated with the Govern
l

i

,I' ment, aml ,0 far admitted as to reudef aliy il:!ringement of it, during ita 
pendenL'Y, an actual inj"~ti,'c" 

!I "Scfond,-That such a violation of t~1;< ciaim has been made by the 

II 
recent act of the Lieutenaut Gu\'t'l'llor, ili,tituting Eeetol'tt'.' according 
to the e,tabli"hment of the Church of En~l.llll, entitiin~ Rectors, 'to 

\ 

huld an,l enjo), all ri~hts, prutil;; and emolument", as fully and amply, 
. and in the same m'Ulner anc! on the ,arne terms and conditions, and 

liable to the perforll1allr,' of the same duti.~,s, as the incumbents of Ree-

l tories in Ellg-land, ina,;;mlJch as the ,,,ill Act ~i\'es the established 
Rectors an ecclt'si""tical jllli,-diction which this Church can never 
recognize., and rnanife"tly has the efft'ct of placing the r.linisters and 
members of this Church ill the same relation to the Episcopal body as 
dissenters in En;.{lalld are in to the Church est.:lblished there, except in 
so far as limited by Provineial statutes. 

" TIiird,-That the said Synod feel the more cleaply aggrieved by this 
mHaSllfe, as It 15 not only a violation of their long-preferred, and yet 
undetermined claim. but because of their firm conviction th~t an exclu
sive establishment in these Provinces is impracticable and unjust, and 
because by ,~oyal message in Eighteen Hundred and Thirty Two, the 
whole Pron,slons of the Cha!te~ referring to the Clergy Reserves having 
been ~ornmll!ed to ~he ProvIncIal Le;rislature for revision, to proeeed to 
establIsh an exclUSive and dominant Church, is in these circumstances 
a flagrant breach of faith on the part of the Government to the Ministers 
of this Church. 
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"~ou~th,-That the Synod declare their deep 8.ense of the wrong 
t~us inflicted. on the~,. do now ~olemnly protest against an act so inju
Tlously atrechng their Just nghts, and hereby avow their determination 
to seek redress by all legal and constitutional means. 

"Fifth,-That in terms of the foregoing Resolutions, the Synod Memo
rialize His Majesty, the Royal Commissioners, the Lieut. Governor and 
both houses of the Provincial Legislature; and Ihat copies of such M~mo
rials be transmitted to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

"Sixth,-That (he Synod recommend a similar course to be taken by. 
the Sessions end Congregations of this Church, and enjoin Presbyteries 
(0 use their most strenuous exertions to carry these resolutions into effect 
with all convenient speed. ' 

(Signed,) JOIn'l, COOK, Convener." 

The Synod having heard this Repl)rt, and maturely considered the 
same, it was move.l and agreed to that the resolutions contained therein 
be read one by one by the Clerk, and the question as to their adoption 
be taken upon each of them sevemlly. Whereupon the question was 
put by the Moderator on the first resolution which was allopted unani
mously; on the second which was adopted by a large majority; and on 
the third, fourtiJ, fifth and sixth which were adopted unanimously. 

The Syno.l appointed the Moderator and Mr. John Cook to draft a 28-
tit ion to the King in accordance with the foregoing resolutions. 

The Synod had transmitted to them by their Committee of Bills and 
Overtures, an O"erture from l\1r, James Fleming- of Montreal, Ruling 
Elder, respecting a Pamphlet attrihuted to the Rev. Henry Esson of 
)Montreal, and the authorship of which is acknowledged by him, and in 
which it is alleged opinions are expressed inconsi~tent with the Btaud
ards of the Church of Scotland, and subversive of all reli~ious establish
ments, calling on the Synod 10 take snch steps as to thf'rr.I may seem 
expedient for disavowiIlg and condemning the doctrines conlained in 
said Pamphlet, so far as they may appear justly objectionable, 

A copy of the Pamphlet referred to in this Overture was also trans
mitted, being entitled, "Prospectus of the Plan and Principles of a 
Society which is proposed to be formed in Montreal for the attainment 
and security of Universal Religious Liberty and Equality, and for the 
immediate and entire abolition of all invidious distinctions in favour of 
one sect to the exclusion or disparagement of another." 

It was mO\'ed by Mr. John Machar, and sec'mded by Mr. Robert 
McGill, That the Synod remit to the Presbytery of Quebec the Overture 
of Mr. James Fleming and the Pamphlet to which it has reference, with 
an injunction to that Presbytery to take up the subject and proceed with 
it accollling with the Law~ of the Church. 



In amendment to this it \\";15 moved by Mr. Alex. Mathieson, second
ed by Mr. Alexander .'I1l'Naughton, That the Synod refer the PHmphlet 
complained of in :\[r. Fleming's Overture to a Committee to report 
thereon. 

Members were heard in support of the motion and amendment res
pectil'ely, and the Synod had long reasoning on the .proper course to be 
pursued, whereupon it was moved by ~Ir. Alexander Gale, and second
ed Ly ;\Ir. Hugh Urquhart, That the Synod dismiss the Ovelture. It 
was agreed that the vote should first be taken on the question, "Re
ceive," or ".Hejeet" the Overture, when the lOll being called and the 
votes markcJ, twenty voted" Receive" and eight, " Reject." 

The question was next put on Mr. ;\h,·kll'.< motion and Mr . .'I1athie
son's amendment, when nine voted for the motion, anll sixteen for the 
amendment. 

The amendment WliS accordingly declare,! to be carried, and the Synod 
in conformity therewith appointed the following members a Committee 
to examine and report on the Pamphlet complained of in Mr. Fleming's 

, Overture, viz., Mr. John Machar, Mr. John Cruickshank, Mr. Robert 
McGill, Mr. Peter C. Campbell, Mr. John M. Roger, Mr. Henry Gordon, 
Mr. John McIsaac, .II1ill~~ters, and !>lr. John MowaT, Ruling Elders; 
Mr. Machar to be Convener. 

On the motion of i\lr. George Romanes, seconded by Mr. John M. 
Roger, the Synod appointed the following memberR a Committee to draft 

, an address to His Excllliency the Lieutenant Governor, viz., Mr George 
Romanes, Convent!·, Mr. Thomas C. Wilson, Mr. Hugh Urquhart, and 
Mr. Andrew Bell, Ministers, and Mr. ThQs. Blackwood and Mr. Malcolm 
McPherson, Ruling Elders. 

It was ordered that the Draft or the Address to His Excellency be 
given in on Monday. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Rills and 
, Overture$, an Overture from Mr. Andrew Bell, respecting the Govern

ment allowance drawn by him and Mr. Duncau McMillan, and the 
same having' been read was leferred to the Committee on Government 
Allowances. 

! The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 

I 
Overtures, an Overture from Mr. Alex. Mathieson, respecting a series 
of Resolutions published by certain members of the Presbytery of Ta-

I
ronto, whereof a copy was also trahsmitterl, which document was repre

I. sented to contain opinions at variance with the standards of the Church, 
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inasmuch as it seems to maintain, that it is the <Imy of Government in 
this Province to confer equal privileges on all Churches which have an 
educated and effective ministry, and follow a regular Ecclesiastical or
der, without taking into account the truth or enor of I::e doctrines 
taught by particular Churches, or whethpr their efticiency be for good 
or for evil, calling on the Synl,J to take >uch measul,"' as may to them 
seem expeJie.1t for disavowing and condemning the sentiment ailuded to. 

The Synod had read !lJe series of Reso;utions re~'e"ed to in the said 
O"ertnre, and heard the explanations of severabof the ministers whose 
names are affixed to them, wherein they disclaim the doctrine alledged 
to be contained in the re~o!uticn', and denied that it can be fairly dedu
ced from them. 

Whereupon it was agreed that the vote be 11r<t taken on the question, 
" Receive" or "Reject" the Overture, and the rail being calle'.! and the 
votes marked, nineteen voted" Receive," and eight" Reject." 

It \vas then moved by :\lr. Mathie~on, secondeLl by :'vIr. Cook, "That 
the £ynod having taken into consideration the doeument complained of, 
and having heard the explanations thereof given by cer:am individuals 
whose names are appemled to it, are satisfied that the principle objec
ted to in the Overture is not held, and was 110t meant to be taught by 
them, but in as much as language has been inadvertently used, which 
appears and has been understood lJy many to contain the said principle, 
viz., that it is the duty of the State to confer equal privileges lind advan
tages on all sects that have an educated ministry, and that follow a 
regular ecclesiastical order without regard to the truth or error of the 
doctrine held by them, or whether their efficiency is for good or for evil, 
the.Synod do pnblicly and solemnly disavow it as contrary to the stand
ards of the Church, and the Synod do farther take this opportunity of de

'elaring their sentiments on this subject, "iz., that they hold it at once 
the duty, honour, and privilege of the State to countenance and support 
the Church of Chri~t; that this Synod would heartily rejoice to see all 
Churches, how~ver differing in external order antI government, which 
hold the pure principles of Religion inculcated in the Gospel, and which 
give reason to believe that they will effectually teach them, and a pledge 
of their fidelity to His Majesty's Person and Government, obtain from 
the State all that ~upport which their necessities require, but at the 
same time, while all classes are entitled to the exercise of their religion 
according to their comci~nce, they hgld it essential to the claims of any 
body of Christians for Government support, that they give to the Govern
ment a deciaration of their Religious tenets, and that these tenets be 
deliberately judged by the Go\'ernment deserving of such support, be
cause according to the mind of God as revealed in his Word." ~IJ' 

(~========~========= 
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In amendment of this motion, it was moved by Mr. John M. Roger, 
and !econded by Mr. John Fairbairn, That the Synod disapprove of the 
ambio-uous lan<YuaO'e in whieh certain of the Resolutions in question are 
expre~sed, while they approve of the alacrity manifested by the Brethren 
who subscribe them in taking up the matter to which they refer. 

It was also moved by Mr. Henry Gordon, and seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Alexander, That the :Synod, having considered Mr. Mathieson's Overture, 
respecting the Resolutions published by :Messieurs McGill, Stalk, Fer
guson, Bell, Gale and Rintoul, while they 'are of opinion that there are 
passages contained in them exceptionable, do not, under the explana
tions offered, deem it expellient to pass any censure on the Resolutions 
themselves, but in respect of the imprudence, precipitancy and violation 
of that respect due to their Brethren in the Presbytery in publishing the 
Resolutions of so great a division in the Presbytery on thp. subject, and 
of a want of fCopoct chle to the Supreme Court, inasmuch as the meeting 
of Synod was near at hand, do disapprov~ of the comluet of the authors 
of the Resolutions in puu!ishing them in the manner they did, and re
commend to them greater caution in the f'-1ture. 

Member5 were r.c2.l',\ at great length in eupport of ::1~5e mot.o::s res
pecti\'ely. 

It was :l"reeu ::1at the \'ote3 sholllu be first taken on ]'.~r, Mathieson's 
motion and :\[,. H";~1'6 amendment, ar.d the co:1 beillg called and the 
vule., marked, e:even voted for the motion and fourteen for the ameud
munt. 

The "'Jt·" was [Len !ak,'n on ~,L, Gordon's r:Jotion and Mr. Roger's 
amentimc>:;t, and II,,, :,,11 be''':2: a~ain called and the votes marked, four 
voted for the molio,: aml ,[ ··:teeIC for the amendment, 

Whereupon "I,·, Roger's amendment was declared to be carried, and 
the Synod decideJ in terms thereof. 

Mr. Alex. Mathieson entered his dissent from the decision of the 
Synod in regard to the Overture of the said Mr. Alex. Mathieson, in his 
own name, and in the name of all who shall adhere to him, because the 
parties concerned wera permitted to vote, and for other reasond to be 
given in, in dne time. 

The Synod aujournecl till MonJay next at twelve O'clock, noon, and 
was closed with ,)raye~. 
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DIET V. 

St. Andrew's Church, Kingston, l;;)th Sep!cmbo', 1836. 

The Synod met, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted \vith 
prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, Mr. John McIsaac read the Scri!ltures 
and prayed. L 

Mr. John Bayne, of Galt, appeared anC! took his seat. 

The Minutes of last Diet were read. 

• Mr. Alex. Mathieson gave in additional reasons of dissent from the 
decision of the Synod in regard to the O,erture of said Mr. Alexar.der 
Mathieson, complaining of Re.olutions published by certaill members 

, of the Presbytery of Toronto. 

Mr. Mathieson's reasons of dissent were read and ordered to be kept 
itt rctentis. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to mature 
a scheme for Theolo;;ical 'Education. 

The Com"eoer reported that the Committee had made considerable 
progress in the business committed to them, and asked lea,e to sit again, 
which was gral'lteJ, w~lh an injunction that their report be !liven in at 
next Diet. 

The SJ:'nod caUell for the draft of a Petition to the 1\::ng. ordered to be 
prepared in terms of the Resolutions respecting the Institution of Recto
ries, which was gi,en in by Mr. Cook, and the "arne having been read 
and cousidered clal;se by cialhc, was approved of am! ordered to be en- I 

grossed; 'the tenor whereof fol10',,"s :-

" Unto the King's most Excellent JJajesty, 
"The Petition of YOllr Malegtv's faithful allti loyal subject", the Min

isters and Elders of the Presbj'lfrian Chlllch of Canada in c9r1nectiQDr Wit:l 
the Church of Scotland in General Synod assembled, 

"Humbly sheweth, 

"Yollr Petitioner~ in now a.tidtessing to the Throne a complaint against 
an act of the Local A(lrnini5tration, w·hieh deeply affects the interests of 
the whole Church which they represent, beg leave to renew to Your 
Majesty the assurance oftheil" ioyal attachment to Your Maje5ty'~ Person 
and Government. 

"The act to which you. Petitioners refer, is an act of the late Lieut. 
Governor which established Fiftv-senm Rectories in this Province 
accordin~ to the establishment of the Church of Englanti, entitling the 
Incumpe~ts 'to kold and enjoy all rights, profits, and emoluments as 
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fully <1,nd amply and in the same manner, and on the same terms and 
conditions, and liable to the performance uf the same dutles as the In
cumbents uf Hector:es ill Eng:1nd.' 

"Yollr Petitioners compbin of thi, act L?c:lU<(, it places them and all 
the members of their cun"re"atiolls ill the same state uf disability in 
respect tu the Chnch of Eri~la~d in this Province a, that in which dis
senters in Erl"land are placed in re~ard to the establisbed Church there, 
because the/'conceive that said actis a viulation of the treaty of Union, 
whicb entitles thE'm in a Briti~h CO:OIJV to a C'ommunication of all rights, 
privileges and advantages c(;:mlly ",,'11: tbe subJect~ of England, and 
because the !{op.1 Message to the Provincial Legislature III the Year 
Eighteen HUlHlred and Thirty Two recogllized the just claims uf the 
establi~hed Church of Scotland, while :he BillR passed ill both Houses of 
the Upper Provillce in Ei.o·hteen Hundr .. d and Thirty-five, consequent 
on said :\Iessage, virtrlalIY or expressly set aside the claims of the 
Church of Englalld to dominacy or exclusive endowment. 

., YOilr petitioners willingly admit, that the civil disabilities with 
which the act complained of afr~cl' them are partially mitigated by the 
Provincial Statutes Oil Tithe~ alld Marriage: yet as your petitioners be
lieve that an undefined power is still left io tlIe ministers of the Church 
of Englanti by s:tl,l act, they a:e the ralher called on earnestly to peti
tion against Jt. 

" May it therefore please your .\1ajestr to institute an enquiry into the 
matter, of which your petitiollers complain, and revoke the act by which I 
their proper statlls allll equal rights ha'"e been invaded, or if this cannot 
legally be done by Royal authority, to give effect according to these 
premises, to such acts of the Imperial and Provincial Legislature, as \', 
may be proper to remedy the ~ame . 

•• And your petitioners will ever pray, &c." 

The Synod called for the report of the committee appointed to prepare 
a draft of a letter to the General Assembly of the Chnrch of Scotland. 

Tlie Convener gave in adraft,which having been read clause by clause, 
was approved and ordered to be engrossed: the tenor whereoi follows:-

"Unto the venerable, the General Assemblv of the Church of Scot-
land. . 

" Honoured Fathers and Brethren, 

., We, the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian Church ill Cana
da, in connection with the Church of Scotland, in Synod assembled, do 
!lOW in addre,sing your Venerable House, renew the as~urance of our 
ardent and unabated attachment to the Church of our Fathers, and,of our 
humble prayers tu the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for her 
purity, enlargement and peace. 

,. ~ermit .us to s~y that we ,have found'1!;rounds for joy and thankful
ness III the lllcreaSlll O' zeal wlIh which ollr parent ChUl'ch has recently 
and t,hat arn,id~t l?any unpl'ovolced assaul~s, be~n p~rsuing the high en~ 
terpflse of Chflstmn benevolence for a Wider dlffllslOn and enlarfTement 
of Christian education and Divine ordinances throuo-hout her o~n bor
ders, as well as in foreign and distant lands, WI! ar~ .especially called 

I 
I 
I 
! 

I 
I 
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It---::~~'~otice t~;ou Ih::::-~;'gratitude to r;0,J. which \\'f~ !lave in the 
origination by the last General As,ern bly of a scheme for callino- forth 

, more vigorously the energies of the Church towards our OWll aid ant! 
that of the other affiliated Churches in (Aher British colonies. ' 

" f\nd now, Fathers and Brethren, we would tender to you our grate
ful acknowledgements, on the same accouTlI, an'.1 enconrao-ed by the 
mea~ures for our assistance that are now in progre'S, we wo~lt! make a 
full and candid statement of our circumstances and necessities. 

"We iament to ,tate .that no~withstanlling the eifol:ts for providing 
Preachers for these PrO\'lnCe" fntherto made by Socldtles, and some of 
the Judicatories of the Church with you, ami by Ollr own Mission Com
mittees, ('It.'I,' are still many congrpg:J.tions <trill ,eltlement5 which are 
destitute of thl) stated ministra:ions of the Go~pel, not fewer, we believe 
than t1fty in the Fpper and thirty in the Lower Pro"inces. Many of 
these, we admit, are feeble in numbers and scarcely any of them capable 
of raising funds for the support of a minister, yet it is just from these 
circumstances, 115 you will readily acknowledge, that they appeal to our 
Christian sympathy and aid. 

"Of the congre;:ations which are supplied with ministers, we have 
to state that most of them are encumbered Inth Jebt for the erection of 
places of worship, and are in arrears of stipend to their ministers, althouo-h 
the sums which they are pledged to raise on that account, do not on ~n 
average exceed seventy pounds sterling. Though with us, Fathers and 
Brethren, the emolument6 of the pastoral office are small, and the diffi
culties which beset the faithful performance of its Juties many, we 
nevertheless grieve that so few preachers have rece'lIly joined us, as 
the spiritual destitution of the community in this the penod of its growth 
and expansion is very great. Indeed the supply of labourers has been 
diminishing, while the want of them, and insensibility to that want has 
been, increasing, we owe much, as we cannot but 8tate to you, to the 
Glasgow Colonial SfJciety, yet that Society has hitherto sent only one 
missionary durin!l' the last year, and our own Mission Committee ob
taimid only one other, though applications had been reiterated during two 
years, alld though we, as well as that Society, had engaged to provide a 
salary equal to that which is enjoyed by a great prsportion of the minis
ters of this Synod; 

" We recrret to state to YOIl that the Imperial and Colonial Legislatures 
have, as yel, come to no decisiof.1 on the IO,ng agitated question of the 
Clergy Reserv<!s; that of the miCllsters of thiS Synod m Upper Canada, 
there are not fewer than nine who receive no aid from Government, and 
no hope is held out to liS of their recei vi~g it from any addition to ~he 
present grant, while none of the Brethren In the Lower ProvInce recetve 
any such aid. The Cler!!y Re,erve question will be urged to a speerly 
settlement in the Le"islature of this Province, but we look with little 
confidence to the iss~e, as on the one hand there is a growing spirit of 
opposition to the endowment of churches by the State, [eeble even to 
impotency as is the voluntary principle here for meet!ng th~ spiritual 
wants of the community, and on the other halld many wno are 111 fa"or of 
all endowment, think, that one form of rei igion is as well entitled to it as 
another. Our wide separation' from Olle another, and !he slelld~r resour
ces of our con<Tregations prevent us, as you will readIly perceive, from 
doin .... much to'" relieve the spiritual destitution iJf the settlements around 
us, yet we trust, we may be permitted to say, that we have not been al-
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to "ether inactive. "Ve have endeavoured as far as consistent with the 
c1~ims of our stated congregations, to give to such settlements occasional 
admmistration of the word and ordinances of the Gospel; we have adop
ted measures for ascertainiw· the numbers and necelfSities of the Pre8by
terian populalion; we ha~~ endeavoured to encourage th~ sympathies 
of our own people ill behah of those who have no stated mmlstry of the 
life-"ivinO' word, and draw forth their liberality towards the support of 
rr.iss'funari'ps: we have. repeatediy. pre,'sed ollr claims for a permanent 
aid from the' Government, both on the Colonial Otfice at horne, and the 
Representa;i\'e of His Majt'sty in the,,~ Provinces, and urged at once by 
the Jeficient supply of preachers from the parent Church, and the duty as 
well as the necesslly of raising thl'm up amongst ourselves, we are now 
engage(1 ill devising a scheme for a tbeulogical CoJle~e, within our own 
bounds, which ,('beme we hope soon to lay before you for your approval 
,and co-operation. 

"For, Fathers and Breillfen, our hope of ~urmountin!! some of the 
Cifficulties which are in our \l'U\', and of pmsnillg the high Christian 
enterprisL>s to which we are cailed. is, under the Great Head of the 
Church, in your r,·,OlllceS. 'UJlllhat affectioll towar,l, us, :he vine of your 
own planting, which we know you ellcrisil. You may, and we trust will 
aid ll" hy cOllciliating towards 11S more of the fostering care and liherty 
of the British (;overnment, and 'ending us a reinforcement of your well 
gifte(l probationers, aR well a~ 11y directing twsalds us the liberality of 
the Church for assisting our feeble congregations in the support of tht'ir 
pastors, and t'ontributing- towards the endowment of a Collegiate Institu
tion. We do unfeignedly rejoice that your Education SciJeme for the 
Highlamls has commended itself to the hearts of your people, and is in 
successful operation: Ihat the contributio1l8 of rich and poor are flow
ing in upon YOll for the ereclion of new churches in your town and country 
paris),,''', am1 that India al:eady confesses the efficiency and liberality 
of your mission to hpr, and we heartily pray that these various under
t<lk;,rgs mav be i'1'E'n more vigorously and sl1ccessful:y prospcnted, to 
the C!l"ry of the Saviour. Awl were it ~r, that the claims cf Canada 
could be urged on von only at tbe hazard of injt;ring these llllderiakings, 
then pven we mi;rk WE'll he<itate to press these claim~. But, Fathers 
and Brei):rpn. we believe that there yet remains ill the hearts nnd hands 
of the ~c(l:ti&lt peopte enollgh an(1 to spare of sympathy and liberality 
10r Canada: an,] when yon ('(InSider th1\t many of the people for whom 
we pleaJ, ale from your 0"'11 pari,lle,'. Ihat they ale in danger of Fink- ' 
ing illto spiritual apathy, of LC'i:l;!, delnde,j wilh deadly errors, which 
alas! in OU[ moral allncl'l'lt"le, li"al lightly and freely, and that th~ 
P">;;ClI: is eminently a crisi, II] ~he progress (,I onr Pro, jlll'ial commu
nity, since any impression of good or evil now made on its character 
wi 11 extend ~nd .leeren with il;; growth, you will, we trust, come to our 
Sl1CCl'l1i', wttn tile united prayers and energies of Y'J1lr~el\es and your 
~eople. It may also tend 10 lea(l you to propose a lligh staNdard of exer
lion on our belIal!, when we SllC!,c;P,t that an amonnt of annual contri
bLltions efjlJaI to, what w,e undet:,iOlIILI was rai'ed by you last year for 
India, would, wilen sLlpp,emented by the lunds whieh Fettlements here 
are capable of raising, 8upport not fewe!" thal1 eiO'htv ministers. Ann 
·,'\"8 will entertain the hope lhat some st:.ch stallda~d of exertion on our 
behalf may be adopted by you. . 

. "Honoured Fathers and Brethren, bear with us yet again for suggest
mg that If you now luok WJ:h complacency on the thriviug alld some-
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what luxuriant state of the first off,et of the Reformed Ghmch of Scot
~and, the Church in Irelanel representee] by the Synod of Ulster, you 
In your day may do even,more for Canada than the holy men of Sixteen 
hundred and Forty-two did for Ireland. Ant! now, in conclusion, we do 
earnestly and respectfully commen<1 the youthful community with 
which we are ,c~nnec,te,l, and that portion of it especially, which looks 
to UI for the nllnistratlOn of the Gospel, as well as thp. Church over which 
we preside, to your prayers, counsels, and liberality, an(1 we humbly 
pray tha~ the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may guide your 
dehberatlOns, prosper your undertakll1Zs, and bless the dispensation of 
hiS word and ordmances by you to tbe :l<]vancement of the reicrn of 
righteousness and peace in the earth, and Hig own everlastinO' ;Iory 
and so we bid you farewell." , 0 0 , 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on Calls and Con
stitutions of Churches. 

The Convener reported that the C,,,m::ittee bad found it impracticable 
to bring the matters entrusted to them to such a degree of maturity as 
to enable'them to present a satisfactory report, and that this had been 
caused mainly by the want of returns from Presbyteries to the printed 
queries issued by the Committee. 

The Synod having considered this statement, reappointed the Com
mittee, and enjoined Presbyteries to transmit an"W8i.' 10 said queries 
forthwith. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Special Committee to which 
were referred the various applications for Government allowance, and 
the letter from the Secretary to the Li~Lltenant Gon;rnor, which was 
given in by the Convener and read; the te:l(;r whereof follows:-

The Committee to whom were refcrre,1 the applications re~pectiJlg 
Gevernment allowance, and the leuer from the Government Office inti
mating the Governor's inter!tion of I,ayillg over tbe whole sum of Gov
ernme~nt allowance to the ministers of this' Church, directly \0 the SynoJ, 
to be by them distributed among themselves, report, 

"That there are in Upper Canada thirty-six ministers cf thi~ Church; 
. that twenty-foLlr of these receive filry->even pounds ten shillings ~ter
ling each, annually, from the mOnies granted for the ,upport of miniS
ters of the Church of Seotlalld in Upper Canada; that t\Yo receive out of 
the grant to the United Synod; that one, Mr. William B,ell, recei,ves 
one hundred pounds sterling, on a speCial grant, and that mne are wl1h
OLl! any pecuniary assistance from Government. 

" That the sum at present granted to t!·, i, Synod is one thousand three 
hundred and fifty pounds, which divide<] among- twenty-four mini-ters, 
gives only fifty-six pounds five shillings to each, but that e~ch has hl,therto 
received fifty-seven pOllnds ten shillings, the difference belflg supplied by 

, Government flom some other source, but if the Governor's proposal be car
ried into effect and an equal division maci~, th,e whole Sllm wil~ ha··~ to be 
divided among thirty-five ministers and WJII YJeld onlylhlIty-elghl p~;;nds 
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to continued r';dl;ctiuI:, bv el'ery ne','." minister that is added to the Synod. 
That it appears that not fewer than twenty of Ollr r~inisters have official 
leLlers in their pos;;e5~ion, declarin~' that the sum granteJ by Govern-
ment shall not he reduced btc·low fifty-seven pounus an~1 ten shillings, 
but that the ori!!;inul terms of the graIlt left it conditional with the Gov
ernmer.t to withJral\' it, wben e\'er circL:mstances rendered it l](:ce,,~ry, 

"That the committee with reference to these ,tatements submit' it to 
the consi,leration of the ::;1'110 I, whether the Governor, if he i, determi
ned to act in cOllfomllt\' \~ith the proposition he has maJe to the Synod, 
should not tlrst give J[;timation to all tht' mil!L'te~s receivmg the allo\\,
ance that the ,,:me has L'een withdrawn [rum them indivl,luulh', and 
that the wholt: sum is tu be placed at the (li ,po"al of the SY110J; to be 
distributed a5 they may see fit; aud it is further submitted, \\'hether the 
Synod, as beil'!! a S;)ilitunl COUll. ought "ilt to decline the distribution 
among it, memoers of any bounty the Go\'ernment may be pleased to 
confer, which ollght to be managed by the (;O\'efllment Itself as hereto
fore, or by lay Commissioners appointed; 'y it for that purpose. 

"That the cJmmiltee is of opinion that no change in the apport;on
ment of the Go\'ernment allowan~e ought to be made till after next 
meeting of Synod, but in the meamime to rt'move as far as pos,ible any 
inconvenience that may arise to Government from the present mode of 
drawing these momies, the committee recommend to the Synod that for 
the present year, the whole sum be drawn by the deputation hereinafter 
mentioned, and distr:buted by these according to the schedule for last 
year. 

" In regard to th05e brethren who do not receive Government assist
ance, your committee recommend that a (leputation of Synod be appoint
ed to wait upon his Excellency with instructiuns to represent to him the 
Synod's views on the subjects referred to in this report, and to urge on 
his attention the claims of Cobourg and Brochille, and especially that 
of Lochiel, and to use every possible eaueavour to obtain for them the 
Government allowance. 

" The Committee farther recommend the Synod to enjoin strictly on 
all Presbyteries and Ministers 10 transmit all communications to the 
Government through the deputation already referred to, and to instruct 
said deputation to present no communications from individual ministers 
but such as have been prel-iously sanctioned by the Presbytery of the 
bounds. 

JOH1\" CRL'iCKSHA~K, Convener." 

The Synod having heard this report, and maturely considered the 
same, approved of the diligence of the Committee, and of the sugges
tions which tbe report contains, and appointed the following members a 
deputation for the purposes mentio!2ed therein, viz., the Moderator and 
Clerk, and Mr. William T. Leach, allli instructed them to enforce the 
particular claims on the Goyernment allowance of Lochiel, Cobourg and 
Brockville, and to use their utmost endeavours to obtain an adequate 
provision for the Churc:,. 

The Synod also in€tructed the members of the Jeputation to represellt I 
1================d.J 
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to his Excellency, the views of the Synou respecting the division and 
payment of said allowance, and in the event of his agreeing to pay the 
whole amount for the present year to the deputation, to give due notictl 
of such arrangement to the several Presbyteries. 

The Synod farther ordered, that all communications for the Govern
ment from Presbyteries or from indiviJual ministers, be presented 
through the dtlputation, and that no commnnications from individual 
ministers be presented by the deputation to the Government except such 
as have been sanctioned by the Presbytery of the buunds. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to ar
range the Financial Concerns of the Synod, which was given in by the 
Convener, read and approved of; in tenns whereof thtl Synod ordered 
that the assessment on each congregation for the current year to the 
Synod Fund be one pound, and enjoined Presbyteries \0 collect all ar
rears to this fund and transmit them to the treasUl'Ar within three months, 
and the assessment for the current year within six months. 

It was ordered that statements of the arrears due by the several Pres
byteries, be prepared by the Treasurer and given to the Presbytery 
Clerks. 

On a motion the Synod appointed the following members a Commit
tee to prepare a selies of regulations for comlucting the business of the 
Synod, to be reported at next session, viz., the Moderator and Clerk of 
Synod, Mr. Robert McGtll, Mr. Henry GorJon, Mr. Andrew Bell, and 
Mr. Alex. Mathieson. 

The Synod had a recess until Six o'clock, P. 1\1. 

At Six, P. M., the Syuod resumed business and calle,l for the TIeport 
oCthe Committee appointed to draft an AtlJress to His Excellency the 

. Lieutenant Governor, which was given in by the Convener, and the 
draft of addres3 having been read clause by clause was approved of 
and ordered to be engrossed, the teo or whereof follows:-

To His Excellency Sir Francis B.oncl H<'I/r/,. Knight, Com
mander of Ihe Royaillanoverwn Gllf/elill ' .Orda, Knight 
of the Prus.sian· illililary Order of .1/1 I'd, Lteut. Governor 
of the Province of Upper Callada, &·c., &·c., &"c 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCEJ,LENeY:-
"We, the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian. Church of C~na(la in connection with the Church of Scotland, nOW III General ~ynod assembled, embrace the opportunity afforded by our annual r,neetlllg to express our sentiment of loyalty and attachment to our gl'ac~ous S'lV~rei~n, and of respect for Your Excellency as the representative of HIS 

Majesty in this Provillce. 
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"Influenced by the5e principle~ of loyalty which have always (:j.ffl
tinn-ui,hed the Church of Scotland, and warmly attached to the wise 
an.'f happy constitution of Great Britain, we rejoice in the blessings of 
peact' ,ccurityand true liber; y which that constitution bestows on even 
tile m~5t distallt colonies and dependencies of the British Empire, and 
which, under Divine Providence, we trust will continue to be enjoy
ed in this Province under Your Excellency's administration. 

"We ben- leave to express our desire-and hope that Your Excellency 
will be ple~sed to extend to the Church of Scotland in Canada your 
protection, support amI countenance, and encourage us in our endeavours 
to difl'use throughout the Province the knowledge and practice of religion 
and murality. 

"That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may ever preserve 
and bless Your Excellency, guide your measures, a.1d prosper your 
administration is our earnest and constant prayer." 

The Synod called for the draft of a letter ordered to be prepared in 
answer to the communication from the Reformed Dutch Church, when a 
Report was given in by the Can I'enerand read, the tenor whereof follows: 

"The Committee appointed to prepare an affectionate and respectful 
letter in reply to the Overture from the Reforme(l Dutch Church, and to 
take into consideration the practicability and expediency of entering 
into the corresponden(,e proposed in that Overture, recommend it to the 
Synod to adopt the following resolutions: 

"l',rst,--That the Syno(l cannot entertain but with the liveliest interest 
an,l most respectful attention, any Uverture emanating from a branch 
of that Church which is so dear to their recollections a:; a main bulwark 
of Protestantism and an asylum to their forefathers in times of troubles, 
and that the SYllO,1 cheri,hin~ these recollections receive the Overture 
for "orre'pon<l"nce m;l<le by the Gener<ll Synod uf the Reformed Dutch 
Church in th,· Unit".] States with peculiarsatisf<lction, a. promising the 
restoration at thos" friendh' relation:; which formerly subsisted hetween 
thpir respective !\lather Churches of Scotland and Holland, and which 
contributed '0 mall·rially not only to their spiritual encouragement anti 
stren~tlt in days of trial, but to the support and advancement of the 
general interests of pure and undefil,·d reiigion. 

" Sccond,--That the Synod instruct the Clerk to reply in terms of the. 
forp~oin~ resulutions to the letter of the stated Clerk of the Reformet! 
Dutch Chureh. 

ALEX. McNAUGHTON, Convener,pl'o tern." 

The Synod, having heard thi. Report, and considered Ihe resolutions, 
reeommemled 10 their a,loption therein, unanimously adopted the same, 
aml in,tmcte,l the Clerk accordingly, and farther enjoined the Committee 
to proceed wilh all diligence in the remaining duties aS9igned them. 

The :;;ynod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to con
sitler i'll'. Fleming's Overture, ant! the pamphlet referred to therein, 
which was given in by the Convener, the tenor whereof follows:-

It The Commitlee to which was referred the Overture of Mr. Fleming, 
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togethor with the pamphlet on which it professes to be gl'Ounded, beg 
leave to report that they have considered aud recommend the following 
deliverance to be adopted by the Synod;-

"That as the principles of this Syno(l, as a branch of the established 
Church of Scotland, respecting the duty of christian rulers to sLlpport 
the true religion. are sufficiently declared in her standard" it is unne
cessary to emit any farther declarations on this sul~ect, alld III as far 
as the views ~et forth in a "Pro.-pectus of the plan and prinCiples of a 
society which is proposed to be formed in MOlltreal for the attainment 
and security of universal and perfect religious liberty and pql1alilY, ar!d for 
the immediate and entire abolition of ail in vidious distinctions in favour of 
one sect to the exclusion or disparagement of another," seem snbver
sive of the principles contained ill our standards, the Synod disapprove 
of the same, but in as far as it opposes the attempt to erect an exclusive 
and dominant Church in the p<'ctdiar circumslances of this coulltry, the 
Synod ha~ already declared a like opposition in a resoilltion passer\ at a 
former Diet; and farther, the Synod cautions its l\1ini,ters nut to put 
forth any views tendinO" to counteract the efforts which this Chureh is 
making io obtain that p~visioll for her clergy, which in the circumstan
ces of the case is so greatly to be desired, and 10 which the ::iynou lias 
asserted{)ur Church's just and legal claim. 

JOHN MACHAR, Convener." 

The Synod having heard the Report, it was moved by 1\lr. John Cook, 
and seconded by Mr. Alexander Mathieson, that the clause ill the 
deliverance therein recommender!, beginning with the words, " bm in 
as tar as," and ending with the words " former diet," be expunged, and 
the following words substituted, "declare that it is contrary to the 
standards of this Church to teach that Government is not entitled to make 
distinctions in fa~our of particular Churches," and that after the worJs 
"efforts which this Church," the following words be inserterl, " or any 
body of Christians holding the truth as it is in Jesus," and that the 
delivemnce thus amended be adopted. 

The deliverance as thus amended was read, and after long reasoning 
thereon the Synod unanimously ordered the proposed amendations to be 
made, and declared in terms of the deliverance thns amended. 

The Synod adjourned till to-morrow at Ten o'clock, A. 1\1., and was 

closed with prayer. 

DIET VI. 

St. Andrew's Church, Kingston, 20th September, 1836. 

The Synod met, pursuant to ailjournment, and was constituted with 

prayer. 

On the call of the Moderator, Mr. William Bell read the Scriptures 

and prayed. 



1'24 MINUTES OF SYNOD, KINGSTON, SEPTEMBER 20, 1836. 

The Address to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, engrossed, 

was given in, read and approved of. 

The same was sign ell by the Moderator in name, presence, and by 

appointmentof the Synod, and the Moderator and Clerk, ~nd Mr. Robert 

McGill, Mr. Andrew Bell, Mr. Peter Ferguson, Mr. WIlham T. Leach, 

and Mr. John Dayne, were appointed to present the same. 

The Petitien to the King, engrossed, was given in, Tead and approved 

of, and the same was signed by the Moderator in name, presence, and 

by appointment of the Synod, and ordered to be transmitted by the 

Deputation already appointed, through His Excellency the Lieutenant 

Governor, with a request that he will recommend the prayer thereof to 

His Majesty's attention. 

It was ordered that the letter to the General Assembly of the Church 

of Scotland be transmitted by the Moderator. 

Mr. John McIsaac requested that the papers which he had given in 

in support of his claim for the Government allowance might ba return

ed, which was allowed. 

Mr. James Fleming craved Extracts of the deliverance of Synod in 

the matter of his Overture, and the Clerk was instructed to furnish-the 

same. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to examine 

the Records of the Presbytery of Toronto. which was given in by the 

Convener and read, the tenor whereof follows ; __ 

"The Committet', appointed to examine the Records orthe Presbytery 

ofTol"Onto, report, that they h:lVe r('visetlthe same, and found them, in 

~eneral, kept \Vit~ orJer. Some (If the Minutes are not 8igned by the 

l\Illclerator j and It would appear that the Pre,bytery, in consequence of 

not having a quornm in their meetin!,; appointed to be held at Thorold 

on the Twenty-fifth November, Ei,,!Jteen Hunllred and Thirty-five, 

became thereby Ylftually defunrt j l,ut from the orderly manner of their 

procee,lings afterward" your Committee would recommend that the 

Synod gi~e Ihf.>ir sanction to the same. 

".Yonr Committee would farther rem~rk, that, the case of Mr. James .. 

Smilh, of Guelph, was finally disposed of by the Presbytery after they had 

~greell to refer it to the Synod, but as farther evidence wall adduced, 

your Committee would recommend the Synod to examine as to whether 

the evidence warranteJ immediate procedure and. if satisfied on this 

point, to sanction the same. ' , 

(Signe(l) ALEXANDER MATHIESON, Convener.". 

The Synod, having heard this rrport, had read the Minutes of the Pres

bytery of Toronto respecting the case of Mr. Smith, of Guelph, approved 

of the procedure of the Presbytery \he~ei~; sanctioned the proceedings 

= 
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oflhat Presbytery, nOlwithstan(lingthe failure oflheir meeling at Thorold, 
and ordered the Clerk to altest their Records accordingly. 

The Synod called fOrlhe Report of the Commiltee appointed to consider 
the Overtures on Theological Education, whi~h was given in by the Con
vener and read, the tenor whereof follows:-

"The Committpe, appointed to cwnsider the Overtures on Theological 
Education, rpport, that, alter mature deliberation on the subject of these 
Overtures, they ha\'e prepared the following resolutions, whIch they would 
recommend to the consideration and adoption of the Synod, viz. :-

"Firsi,-That the supply ofl\Iini,ters from Scotland, notwithstanding 
the great necessities and urgent applications of Ihis Church to Presbyteries 
in Scotland, and to 1\1 issionary Societies there, is altogether inadequate 
to the wants of this Province. 

I, Second,-That, in consequence, mu Ititlldes belonging to the Presby
terian Church are ent.irely destitute of the means of grace, and many 
have connected themselves with other churches, whose doctrine and 
discipline we cannot approve, and unless a remedy be provided the cause 
of truth and piety may sustain serious injury. 

I, Third,-That, in several Congregations within our bounds, young 
men have expressed a desire of devoting themselves to the work of the 
Ministry, and have sought information from their Ministers, as to what 
steps they ought to take for this purpose; and inasmuch as the means of 
obtaining such a classical and philosophicaJ education as is required by 
tbis Churcb previous to entrance upon theology, wi11800n, it is believed, 
be enjoyed in this Province, the Synod declare it to be highly expedient 
to employ every means in their power to obtain the establishment of a 
Theological College, at which young men may enjoy the means of pre
paring themselves for the work of the ministry in this Church. 

" Fourth,- That copies of all the papers on tit is s;lbject received from 
the different Presbyteries be transmitl~d to Ihe Committee of the General 
As'embly Ort Coloilial CI1Urch,~" and the C,Jrll'nission be inslructed to 
correspond especially wilh the General Assembly's Committee on this 
Bubject, and to afford them the ample,'1 information respE'clin~ the requi
site modifications of the declaratory enactment to be obtained from the 
General Assembly, together with all olher assistance it can yield towards 
carrying the measure into complete effect. 

" Fif/h,-That the several Presbyteries nf this Synod be enjoined 
forthwith to take all measures in their power to procure slIbscriptions for 
the endowment of Theological Professorships, under the directi~n of 
this Synod; and that the Commission be i',structed to coll~ct and dIgest 
the views of Presbyteries on ,his subject-to correspond wIth t~e parent 
Churches, in order to obtain the advice, concurrence and alll of the 
General Assembly, and that Presbyteries be enjoined to report, from time 
to time, their views and progress to the Commission. 

I, With respect 10 the youno- men referred to in the Memorial of Mr. 
Ferguson, and any others th~t may entertain 'in:'ilar desires, the, Com
mittee would recommend to the Synoll to submIt the conslderatlOn of 
all such cases to the Presbyteries within whose ~ounds, the indiyiduals 
reside, with instructions to take them under theIr speCIal supenntend-



1-- . __ 

i 126 }h~UTES OF SYNOD, KINCSTON, SEPTEMBER 20, 1B36. 
I~"~_. "~ __ ~~ __ _ 

ence enquire into their pre~ent allainments in learning, direct them 
in Ih~ farlher prosecution of their stlldie.<, and in the event of th~ir 
progre-s bein~ found to be such as that they could proceed. ""yh 
adv'lOtage to a Scottish l'ni"er.-it\·, to report the same to the Commission 
of Synod, in order that the Commission lTIay take the proper ~teps. for 
aidin~ amI directing .nch young lTIf'n Irl the attalrlment of thelf ubJect 
by furnishin!! them with recommendations to the General Assembly, or 
to the Universities, or in any other way that may to them seem meet. 

ROBEl1T McGILL, Convene1·." 

The Synod, having' heanl this report, and considered the resolutiolls 
and 511!!gestions contained therein, approved of the same, adopted the 
several resoll1tions, and instructed and enjoined tire Commission and 
Presbyteries to proceed in accordance therewith. 

The Synoll had transmitted to them, by their Committee 011 Bills and 
Overtll":s, an overture from Mr. Anglls 1\TcIntosh, re"peeting the dele
gation of one or more 1\linisters to Scotland, with the view of promoting 
the intere"ts of the ('hurch here, and especially of obtaining a more 
filII supply of 1\lissionaries. 

It was ordered that Mr. McIntosh's ovelture be referred to the Com
mission. 

The SYliod had transmitted to them, by thp-ir Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, an overtnre from the Presbytery of Toronto, submitting the 
following resolution for the consideration and adoption of the Synod, 
viz.:-

" That the SVllod, consideri ng that the Sanctification of the Sabbath is 
not more direc"lly ellj"incd ill the laws of God than it is connected ill His 
Guvernrnel>' ",ith indlvidu.t1 and national piety and happiness, and COll

sid,'ri",! ai"o Ihat this I-Iuly day is in many ways profa"ed by professinO' 
Chri,tians, ,,"joi" Presbyleries to take tht' snbject into eallv considera: 
lion, and adopt Slid! mea"llles as may sPpm to them best "adapted for 
promotin'! a betler observance of Ihe ~abbath, and to prepare and send 
up reports of Iheir views and proceedings in this matter to the next 
meeting of Synod." 

The Synod, having considerell the resolution contained in this overture, 
unanimously adopted the same, recommended the subject thereof to 
the consideration of Presbyt<>ries, and enjoined them to transmit reports 
to the Synod at its next meeting, in terms .thereof. 

The Synolj had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, an overture from the Presbytery of Toronto, of the following 
tenor, viz:-

"The ~resbytery of Toronto respectfully overtme the Synod of the 
Prcsbyt~flan Church. of Canada, tha~ the Ministers of the Synod of 
Ulster, In these Provinces, who have slClned the Confession of Faith be 
admitted to Ministerial communion witl't the Ministers of this Chu:ch , 



MINUTES OF SYNOD, KINGSTON, SEPTEMBER 20, 1836. 127 

and that the Commission be inRtructed to corre-polHI with the ARRem
bly's Committee on Colonial Churches. as to the a<lmis_ion of Proba
tioners and Ministers of the Synod of Uloter who have duly subscribed 
the formula, into this Church." , 

The Synoll, having maturely considered. this overture, unanimously 
adopted it; enjoined Presbyteries to give effect to the same; and 
instructed the Commis~ion in terms thereof. 

The Synod had transmilted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, an overture from Mr. John Fairbairn, of the following tenor: 

"That the Synod consider their deliverance given at last session res
pecting the Constitution of St. Andrew's Church, Perth, with the view 
of declaring more expre8~ly the import of that deliverance as it effects 
the validity of said Constitution." ' 

The Synod agreed to this overtllfe, and had read the deliverance in 
question, and having considered the same, declared that it was not the 
intention or import of said deliverance, either to sanction or disapprove 
of said Constitution, except in so far as the provisions thereof, specified 
in the deliverance, are concerned. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee of Bills and 
Oveltures, an overture from Mr. Henry Esson, that the Synod take 
immediate steps to organize a system of Missionary exertion among 
the aboriginal inhabitants scattered over the territories of British North 

America. 

Mr. Esson was heard in support of his overture, and many other 
members spoke ill favour of it: Whereupon the Synod resolved to 
record their deep sense of the importance of the object of said overture, 
and of the peculi8.r and pressing claims it possesses on their early and 
earnest attention, agreed to refer the said overtur(J to the Presbytel'y of 
Quebec, and in,tructed them to correspond with the General A,sembly, 
a'1d the agents of the RUlIson's Bay Company on the subject thereof, 
collect all requisite information antI digest a Echeme of operation to be 
laid before the Synod altheir.next session. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Rills and 
Overtutes, an overture from Mr. William Bell, of the following tenar: 

"That in order to prevent inconvenience to both Ministers and peo
ple, a Committee be appointed to prepare. ~nd recommend a regl~lar 
system, the best tbat can be devised, f(lr raiSIng the necessary ~l1pplIes, 
especially for the support of Ministers in each of our congregatlOlIs." 

The Synod referred this Overture to the Committee on Calls and 

Constitutions of Churches. 
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The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, an overture from Mr. Andrew nell, Jllinisier, and Mr. John 
Mowat, Ruling Etdj, respecting- the equalization of expenses incurred 
by memberB attending the meeting of Synod, and the payment of such 
expenses. 

The Synod havin~ heard"said Overture, approved of the same, and 
appointed the following members a Committee to digest a scheme for 
carrying it into operation, to be laid befure the Synod at their next 
session, viz :-Mr. Andrew Bell, COIIVC/lU", lHr. Peter Ferguson and 
Mr. Robert Murray. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, a reference from the Presbytery of Toronto, for advice in the 
case of ;VIr. Duncan Macauley, a Minister of this Church, now resilient 
within the bOlwds of the said Presbytery, charged with variou~ offences 
alledged to have been committed during his resilience within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of Quebec. 

The Syno,l, having heard the reference, and the minutes of the Pres
bytery of Toronto connected therewith, and having considered the same, 
instructed the Presbytery of Quebec to investigate the charges against 
the said Mr. Duncan Macauley, and, if they shall see cause, to frame 
and prosecute a libel against him according to the laws of the Church, 
and authorize them to proceed in such j1l11l'e,S to an y sentence short of 
deposition, notwithstanding any appeal that may be taken in the case. 

The Synod had transmitted to them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, a letter fro.n the Congregation of Gananoque, calling the 
attention of the Synod to their religious condition and requesting coun'" 

I sel and aid for ot-taining the services of a pastol'. 

The Synod referred this letter to the Presbytery of Kingston, and 
recommended the subject thereof to their early and favourable consider
atioll. 

The Synod ha(1 transmitted them, by their Committee for Bills and 
Overtures, an overture fro,n Mr. John l\Io'wat, of the fullowing tenor:-

"That ~ommitlees be appointed, one in the Upper and one in the 
Lower ProVIllCe, to conSider the best method of obtuillin'" an Act of Inco\'
poration for the Church, and to prepare a draft of an Act forthat purpose 
to be laid before the Syuod at their next :;ession." , 

The Synod agreed to this Overture, and appointed two Committees in 
accordance therewith, viz. :-Mr. Alexander Mathieson, Cdnvcner, Mr. 
Henry Esson and Mr. John Cook, lIIillisters, and Dr. !\forren, and Mr. 
James Fleming, Ruling Elders, for the Lower Province; and Mr. Wm. 
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T. Leach, Convrncr, Mr. Robert :\1 urray, !\fr. James George, Mr. Henry 
Gordon, amI Mr. Jolin Bayne, ~~li"isters, and l\rl'hibal,l McLean, and 
Edward W. Thonl,un, bqr.'., Ruling Eld(')'S, for the Upper Province. 

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed to dis
tribute the General Mission Fund among tha several Pre;l>yteries. 

The Committee reported a scheme of distribution, which was adopted, 
as follows ;-

To the Presbytery of Glengary, Nine Pounds Three Shillings and 
Elevenpence Farthing. 

To the Presbytery of Bathllrst, FOllrteen Ponnds Fourteen Shillings 
and Twopence. 

To the PresbytclY of Kingston, Nine Pounds Three Shillings and 
Elevenpenee Farthing. 

To the Presbytery oi Toronto, Thirty-Fou·r Pounds Eighteen Shillings 
and Seven pence Three-farthings. 

The Synod authorized the Moderators of the Presbyteries to draw on 
the Treasurer for th'! amounts allotted to their Presbyteries respectively. 

It was ordered that Presbyteries send in their reports on Missions, 
to the Corresponding Secretary, at least one month before the annual 
meeting of Synod. 

On a motion, the Synod appointed the Moderator to draw up a Pastoral 
Letter to the Churches connected with this Synod. 

The Synod appointed the following member~ a Commission to watch 
over the interests of this Church, viz ;-The Moderator and Clerk of 
Synod, Mr. Alexander Mathieson, lUI'. John Cook, Mr. John Cruick
shank, Mr. Peter C. Campbell, Mr. John MachaI', 1\11'. John 1\1. Roger, 
Mr. William T. Leach, Mr. James George, Mr. Robert McGill, Mr. 
John Bayne, Mr. Hugh Urquhart, and 1\lr. Alexander McNaughton, 
Ministers, and Mr. Thomas Blackwood, Mr. Malcolm l\TcPherEon, Mr. 
John Mowat, Mr. E.J.wanl W. Thompson, Mr. Peter H. Hamilton and Mr. 
Archibald McLean, Ruling Elders; five of whom to be a quorum, to meet 
at Kingston, immediately after the c]o.,ing of Synod, to arrange the 
business specially referred to them; at Toronto, on the last Wednesday 
of January, and 011 the last Thursday of August next. 

The Synod instructed the Commission to take into consideration the 
present state of the law in this Province, re~pectingthe solemnization of 
Marriage, and to use their endeavours to obtain an alteration of its pro
visions in favour of the Ministers of this Church. 
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The Synod appointed the following Members a Committee to revise 
the Minutes of this ~e",i()ll, viz :-The Moderator and Clerk of Synod, 
Mr. RoLert l\hlrray, Mr. Mark Y. Stark, and Mr. Andrew Bell. 

The Synod appointed its next ordinary meeting to be held at the City of 
Toronto, allll wilhiu the Church there, on the last Thursday of August 
next, at twelve o'cJock, noon. 

Leave was granted to the several Presbyt,,] ie.' to meet for any com
petent business, at Kingston, after the close of the Synod. 

After an address from the Moc1erator, the Synod was closed , .. illt 
prayer, praise, and the Apostolic Benediction. 

WILL LUI RINTOUL, Moderator. 

HUOH BCOBlli:'S STEA.M PRESS, TORONTO. 


