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TOT H E 

R E A D E R. 

T HE following Effay was compofed on boar~ his 

Majefiy's Ship the Somerfet, on her Paffage Home 

from ~ebec, by one who was a Volunteer in that glorious 

Expedition, and SpeCtator of every Scene he hath at-

,tempted to defcribe; how much inferior to the Talk, 

every difcerning Reader, in the Perufal of a few Lines, 

will with Eafe difcover; and readily trace the DefeCts 

and Irregularities of a Mure, unacquainted with the dif

ficult Paths of P arnaJ!us: but to the feverer Critic, 

how will the Author '(ralh and prefumptuous) fiand ex

cu[ed? Har£hne[s of Stile, Excefs and Deficiencies in his , 

Numbers, I would, fays he, readily overlook; but grant 

me Patience I is this Vanity, this Plagiarifm, to be for

given? alrnofi a whole Line from Milton ;---and as I am 

alive, fee here I another from Thomfon; why the Cam

paign it fel f, though with forne Degree of Modefly, he 

would 



Vlll To the REA D E R. 

would only reein to invoke the Mufe, could not efcape 

plundering. To a1l this heavy Charge, however, the Au

thor afTcnts; fcarcc1y making himfeIf uneafy, however 

capital the AccuL'ltion may be deemed; for though no, 

Proof of a fertile Genius, it certainly is of Prudence, 

as the rv.ran \V ho is in want of Flowers to decorate his 

own little Spot of uncultivated Ground, feeks not for a 

Supply from the barren I-leath, or- fandy Plain; but with 

full A{furance of Succe[s, fearches the princely Garden, 

~nd the c1egant Parterre. The Aut~or, could he have 

Hopes of being pardoned for ambitioufly prefuming 

to make free with Miltonic Epithets, as well as fome

times for endeavouring to imitate the Modes of Ex

preffiol1, fa peculiar to that Prince of Englijh Poetry, 

would eftecm himfelf fufficiently happy; but more fo, 

lhould the Reader, upon the Perufal, not think his 

Time or Money entirely thrown away. The ill natured 

Critic and the Flatterer he equally defpifes: but chear

fully fubmits himfelf to the Tefl: of candid and impar

tial Judgment, for from fuch, Cenfllre is Infl:ruClion, and 

A pplaufe alone truly efiimable. 

Q U E-



Q u E B E c: 
A 

POETICAL E S S A Y_ 
, 

O N C E more, ee1efiia! Maid, whofe facred Ray 

Around thy Addifon refplendent thone. 

When his refifilefs Verfe, by Thee infpir'd, 

Immortal Schellenberg, and Blenheim fung j 

From Heav'n defcend, and to a weaker Mufe 

The Powers harmonious of Song impart; 

Marlb'rough, and Eugene, Germany reliev'd, 

And Europe fav'd, were then the Poet's Lay j 

Saunders, and Wolfe, be now the glorious Theme, 

Commerce, and fmiling Liberty diffus'd 

To favage Realms, and Nations yet unborn ; 

B 
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While fov'reign Arbitrefs Britannia reigns, 

Difpenfin~ Laws to more than half Mankind. 

I SL AND ot Liberty, Britannia, hail I 

Thro' all thy Shores let joyous Peace refide, 

WhiHl: guilty War, by Pow'r tyrannic urg'd; 

In Worlds far difiant claims thy gen'rous Sword. 

UN HAP P Y Louis! where are now thy Dreams 

Of piClur'd Conquefis, and unbounded Sway? 

Where, haughty Richlieu! where the vafi Defign, 

With hofiiIe Forts a long connected Chain, 

20 

To 

Line 2 I. IPhert, baughty Richlieu !] Cardinal Ricb/ieu, who firfl: projeCled the 
Plan for joining the two vall: Rivers MijJifJipi, and St. Laurena, by a Chain of 
firong Forts, to be ereCted on the Lakes, and advantageous Paffes in the Moun
tains; in fuch a Manner, as to cut off from the Englijh, all Communication with 
the inland Parts of that exten{ive Continent, gradually to worm them out of therr 
own Poffeffions, and in courfe of Time, fecure the Whole of North Amcri,a to 
themfelves. 

This Scheme, the ambitious Genius of the French naturally adopted; and fince 
the Beginning of the lall: Century, have indull:rioully profecuted every Means, how. 
ever finill:er, and illegal, to effeCt the fame. 

The Encroachments daily made upon the Britijh Territories; the Imafion of our 
back Settlements; and the Cries of the murdered Inhabitants, called aloud for an 
immediate" Stop to be put to fuch unfufferable Proceedings; and produced the pre. 
;<>nt War: A \Var, perhaps, the moll: jun, and fimpIe, that ever Nation engaged 
in; and entered into with an uncommon Spirit by King and People, hath been 

, productive 
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To join the Streams ~f Ocean'a eldefi:' Sons; 

When leagu'd with Savages, more ravage made, 

By Gallic Perfidy, and- gilded Lies, 

Thy Eye deep-piercing into future Times 

Forefaw, well-pleas'd, the fierce defiruClive Bands 

Of France imperious, like a Troop of Wolves 

Upon our fertile Colonies defcend ; 

Prie1l:-craft the Van, Famine and Death the Rear 

ConduCl; whilfi: over all the baleful Scene, 

_ Black Defolation rears her horrid Crell, 

Claps her pernicious Wings, and difmal Howls. 

BUT HE! of Pride the Foe, who ever reigns 

Laughs at the dire Defign, the Scheme of Hell, 

By him arous'd, the Britijh Genius wakes: 

Her tawny Lion, fpringing from the Couch 
I 

3S 

produClive of fuch great, fuch glorious Events, as will make this }Era of the Britijh 

Nation fuine unequal'd in the Records of Hifiory; and future Ages regard with 
lefs Pleafure, the Pride and Splendour of antient Rome; when they. fee Great 

Britain vie with her in Fame, and excel ber in whatever is truly glorious. 

Line !23' - Ocean's eltJejl Sons ;J Here is meant the great Rivers, St. Lau_ 
rence and Mi.f!zJ1ipi. 

B 2 
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Of Indolence, with Wrath indignant glows, 

Lafhes his hafiy Sides, and roars terrific; 

Britain alarm'd! demands the Foe, and fee, 

With Years and Honour cover'd, princely George 

Unfheaths the Sword, and gives a loofe to War. 

Tho' late inactive, now from ev'ry Port, 

In regal Splendour, and in dreadful Pomp, 

Rulli forth Britannia's Bulwarks: all her Cliffs 

With Shouts of chearful Mariners refound, 

And echo Terror to the Gallic Shore; 

Floating in Air, the Crimfon Streamers play 

Luxuriant; the extended Canvas fwells, 

And Keels unnumber'd plow the boundlefs Main. 

SAY yonder, Mu[e! what mighty Blaze u[urps 

The Realm of Night-her Lofs St. Malo weeps. 

What vafi Explofion tears the wide Expan[e, 

Where pond'rous Rocks, projected high in Air, 

Menace DefiruCtion-ill-fated Cherburgh ! 

In Thee an Age's Work, Bourbon's vain Hopes, 

45 
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And fruitlefs Millions, angry Howe confumes. 

Goree, and Senegal in turn fubmit, 

And inmoft Afric, where from unknown Springs 

Gambia colleCts his almoft endlefs Stream, 

Gazes with Wonder on the Britifo Flag. 

Thy captiv'd Ramparts, Louiflurgh, confefs 

BoJcawen's potent Arm, and aCtive Sword. 

And Guardaloupe, with Indian Produce rich, 

Her {picy Hills to gallant Moore refigns. 

Thus round the Globe, in ev'ry various Clime 

The Sons of Freedom toil; before their Face 

Black Tyranny and Superftition flies, 

And Liberty affumes her radiant Throne. 

UNFINISH'D yet, one arduous Talk remain'd 

The glorious Work to crown, and blefs Mankind; 

When fcorning Eafe, bold thro' th' inclement Wave, 

Behold! where Saunders fhapes his eager Courfe, 

Heedlefs of Winter, and the boift'rous Surge: 

60 

With 

Line 74. Hudlefs oj Winter, and the hoift'rous Surge.] Vice-Admiral Saunders 
and Rear AdmirallMmes failed fr9m Spithead the Middle of February, J759~ in 

tWQ 
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with rapid Keels the vall: At/antic foams; 

And in the. deep Receff'es of his Caves 

Opprefs'd with uncouth Weight, old Ocean groans. 

Before his favourite Bark, the refrlefs Main 

Tridented Neptune fmooths-Boreas retreats, 

And to the frozen Pole in Chains of Ice 

Binds up his bitter Winds. And now amain 

The Sun advances in the Twins, new Lands 

And Regions boundlefs open to the View; 

With vent'rous Prow, fearlefs the gallant Chief 

Divides the unknown Wave; and {huck with Dread, 

From Mountain-Tops the favage Nations gaze. 

MIGHTY St. Laurence-fuch the modern Name 

Which Superfiition grants thy copious Streani, 

Dripping thy Beard, and crown'd with verdant Pines, 

On pointed Rufhes, and the Sedge reclin'd ; 

7S 

So 

85 

two feparate Divifions, with the grand Fleet, for the Expedition againfl Canada; 
and got fafely up the River St. Laut·mee, together with a great Number of large 
Tranfports, Stordhips, and ViClualIers, in the Month of June. 

Line 78. Before his faVDurite Bark_] Alluding to the Admiral's own Ship the 
Niptllne, a fccond Rate. 

Whore 
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Whore fbapelefs Urn, from trib"tary~akes 

Drains the fuperfluous Moifture of the North, 

And fills with Plenty half the weftern ~orld ; 

Propitious to the Dawn of Liberty,' 

Whofe infant Ray upon thy ~a:rb'rous SoU· 

Now firft began to bearp.-Joyous thou fmil'd; 
Q 

Thy choiceft Gales the lofty Purple waves, 

While in the Face of Day, Sea-Monfters lave 

Their filver'd Sides, and wanton ·in the Sun. 

9S 

FROM hidden Sands, and Shelves, and crowded I11es 100 

Left far a-fiern, the Britifh Fleet efcap'd, 

At length in Thunder gl'eets the hoftile Shore. 

Say, Saunders! how thy gen'rous Boforn glow'd, 

When firfi the haughty Town thine Eye [urvey'd ? 
. " 

High-feated on a Mount, whofe craggy Front lOS 

Line 9S.-Sea-Mo1!jlers lave] Amonglt die Variety of uncommon Fifu with which 
this River abounds, is the Silver Porpufs, the Whitenefs of whore Coat is not ex
celled by tYle driven Snow, being u!jblemifued, and without a lingle dark Spot in 
any Part of his Body; thefe, as the Fleet advanced up the River, might frequently 

be feen in large Numbers fporting upon the Surface; and when the Sun fuone fuII 

hpon them, would appear fo furprizingly bright, as to make the Eye uneafy, though 

looking upon them but a iliort Time. 

O'er-
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O'er-looks the rapid Stream, and {corns a Foe i 
Dreadful! in triple Range-above-below-

On ev'ry Side, deep-Iodg'd in Iron Wombs, 

Horrid Defiruaion fleeps: and arm'd with Death 

The fieep ACcents, Batt'ries on Batt'ries guard. 

Proud of her Strength, and arrogantly vain, 
o 

Begirt with Ramparts, and hemm'd in with Walls, 

Whilfi crouded Camps fill'd all her fpacious Plains, 

Smiling, lhe {aw the BritiJh Troops advance, 

Thoughtlefs, how {oon one undill:inguilh'd Blaze 

Shou'd bury all her Palaces in Dufi. 

BUT lo! wide thro' the duiky Shade of Night, 

Horrid with ruddy Flames, the ebbing Stream 

In vafi united Conflagration glares: 

Line 118, 119' ---the ebbing Stream 
In vajl united Cotiflagration glares.] 

110 

High 

On the 19th of July at Midnight, the Enemy Cent down the River with a ll:rong 

ebb Tide, upwards of an hundred Rodcoux, or Fire-fiage$ : thefe Machines were 

nearly eighteen Feet fquare, buoy'd up with empty.Calks, and compofed of Rdfts 

of Timber, fucA as Pine and Pitch- WOCid, to a confiderable Height; filled with 

the moil combufiible Materials, and armed with Hooks, and Graplins, tb lay 

hold 
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High, in the Air, thick Cloud~ of Sulphur roll • 

And parch'd with Heat, the vivid Ether glows; 

Such forms the Mind when ll:rong Idea paints 

The gen'ral Doom, and the long flumb'ring Dead 

Fly hafiily before the rapid Blaze. 

0, Saunders! by forne Guardian Angel warn'd, 

120 

12 5 

Thy 

hold of Cables, HawCers, or whatever eKe might come in their Way: direclly at 
Twelve, Rockets were thrown into the Air from Beauport, as a Signal for firing 
the Train, which was immediately done; the Fire running with the utmoH Rapi

dity from one Stage to another, attended with an hollow crackling NoiCe, like 
Thunder at a Difiance, for the Sp:H:e of three or four Minutes; when the Whole 
appeared as one united Blaze, or Bank of Fire, near a Quarter of a Mile in Length: 
And fame that appeared feparate, feemed likefl: a lofty Column of Fire, throwing 
curled Flames and Clouds of Smoke, a grea~ Height into the Air; in this Manner, 
they fell down from the MCiuth of the River Charles, and paIred fo near feveral 
Veffels at PDint Levi as to fcorch them; but by the Kindners of Providence, and the 
Indufiry of our Seamen, in about two Hours, there defiruClive Engines were con
ducted, without Harm, through the whole Fleet, though extended in Length from 
Point Levi downwards, more than a League; there being of Men of War and 
Tranfports, between two and three hundred Sail; a.nd dragged afhore, on a rocky 
Part. of the Ifle of Orleans, below the Shipping, where they burnt till Day-light. 

Line I2 S. 0, Saunders! by Jome Guardian Angel warn'd, 

'Thy wakeful Care, &c. &c. J 
The Admiral having by fome Means or other received Intelligence of the Enemy's 
Intentions, fent proper Officers that Evening to adviCe every Ship of the impending 
Dangers, that, if Neceffity required, they might all be ready at a Momcnt's Warn
ing, to flip their Cables, and fhift for themfelves; a~ well as to order all the Boats 
in the Fleet with Fire-Graplins, &c. to be prepared for whatever Accident might 

C happclI 
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Thy wakeful Care each naval Chief prepar'd 

Timely to guard againft the fiery Storm. 

It's £avour'd Fleet, all-feeing Heav'n protects; 

And the vaft Flame floats harmlefs to the Shore. 

Glad, wou'd the Mufe in fofter Numbers fing 

Thy Beauties Montmorencic; but alas! 

No more, with rural Notes, the wood-land Nymph 

Melodious, attracts thy lift'ning Shades; 

No more, with early Song, tending his Charge, 

The Cottage-Swain, tweet breath'd Aurora charms; 

No more, the Love-defponding Shepherd walks 

Heedlefs, athwart the Mountains flipp'ry Verge; 

Or melancholy, feeks the fatal Brink, 

Where headlong, foaming from the rocky Steep, 

)3 0 

, Eager 

happen to our Ship,ling, or give their united Affil1:ance in towing the hellilh Ma
ch nes on Shore. To this Fore-knowledge of our Commanders, may be imputed 
t'lC Regularity and Calmnefs, wherewith this whole Affair was conduCted; and 
owing to the fame (au fe, the Bravery of our Seamen, who being forewarned, 
acted with their wonted Vigilance and Intrepidity, amidfr the Horrors of fo uncom

mon a Scene. 

Lines 138, 139' --- --fURS the filtal Brink, 

lfihere h .. ,rlLnJ;, foaming from the rocky Sleep, &c.] 

The Cafcade of 111Dntmmn,-ie; which being perhJPs one of the finel1: fingle Falls 

of Water in the W orlJ, a Defcriptiun of it in this Place may not be deemed im
proper or difagreeable. 

To 
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Eager to join the mighty Stream below, 

The rude Wave ru(hes thro' th' affrighted Air. 

Now 

To me, it is apparent, that when fidl: the great Creator ordained the Rivers 

their Bounds, and pointed out their Courfes, this rapid Stream poured itielf over the 
Verge of the Mountain, which was then uniform and uninterrupted, into the great 

. River below; but in length of Time, by wa/hing away the Sand, and loofe Stone~, 

till it came to the folid Rock, which was alone capable of refifting its Force; it 
has worked itfelf into an enormous Bed, or Gulph, a confiderahle Way from the 

Front of the Mountain, which flopes on every Side, with an Afcent that is inac. 

ceffible, being mollly loofe Earth and Sand, but in fome Places covered with Shrubs. 

The Height of this prodigious CataraCl-, from the Surface of the River St. Laurel/a, 

at low Water, which I took by Means of very exaCt and nice Infiruments, with 

the Affi!!:ance of another Gentleman, three feveral Times upon the oppofite Shore 

of Orleans, according to the Order of the Operations, was 312, 32 r, and 315 Feet: 
The Medium 'of which is ju!!: 316 Feet. And for the SatisfaCtion of the more cu· 

rious Trigonometrical Calculator, I mu!!: acquaint him the Difference of thefe ObCer· 

vatioZ'ls was owing to the Acutenefs of the Angles, and the diff~rent Difhnces 

made ufe of each Time; and the laft, which coming between the other two, is moil: 

probably neareil: the Truth, was worked by a Difiance of 760 Feet, meaCured 
from Low-Water Mark; the Altitude of the Fall, taken at the "later's EJge, was 
= 2" : I' : 48", but at the Diftance abovementioned no more than 10

: )2': 8"; fo 

that the included Angle was = 9': 40" ; demonllrating the Eye of the ObCerver 

diftant from the Top of the CataraCt 8941 Feet, and its Height no lefs than three 

hundred and fixteen; to which add five for the Elevation of the Eye above the 

Water, the whole will be 320 Feet: an amazing Height indeed! and I believe 
not equalled by any Thing of the Kind in the known World, when we con(,der 

the Water not tumbling from Rock to Rock, but in its Fall, immediate, fudden, 

and uninterrupted. The Courfe, frC!.m its Source in the ~:Iountdins, is nearly due 

South; the Breadth feems to be from 90 to 140 Feet, but frequently obl1ruCted 

with [mall Iflands; the Banks on both Sides covered with Poplars, Beech

Trees, and Variety of the Spruce Kinds, and difficult of Accefs; although the 

River in moil: Places [eems fordable: The Stream is very rapid, but mOl C (0 the 

C 2 ";g}",r 
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Now to far other Note than ruftie Pipe, 

The tliCmbling Groves attend; and ev'ry Field 

With adverfe Arms, and Camps refplendent iliines, 

From brazen Tubes refponfive Thunders roar, 

And the wide Atmofphere refounds with War. 

O! much-lov'd Wolfe, whofe fpacious Soul contain"d 

Whate'er was great, was generous, or brave; 

Weft where the Stream precipitately falls, 

Swift as the fudden Flaili from Summer's Cloud 

Upon the hofiileBeach fearlefs thou fprangfi; 

145 

As 

nigher it approaches the tremendous Place that delivers into the Regions of Air; 
the Water, a3 if confcious 'of its Fate, colleCled into numerous Whirlpools, hiff'es 

as it drives along, and unwillingly commits itfelf to the giddy Brink. I had it not in 
my Power to take tlie exaCl .Breadth, but imagine, where the Stream firfi tumbles 

over the Rock, it is fcarcely lefs than 100 Feet broad, it may be more. The 
Quantity of Water it difgorges, I can likewife only compute by Judgment; but 
from an Ellimation of thc Width and Velocity of the Stream, (not being able to 

afcertain it by Experiment) I think I am far from exceeding, when upon an Aver

age, I fuppofe it four thoufand five hundred Tons per Hour. In the Night-time i~ 
may be heard very diHinctly as far as the North-Eaft Point of the Iiland of Or
Jeans, at leaft fifteen or fixteen ~ .. liles dil1al,t, and undoubtedly much farther down 
the River. I havc been the more prolix in the Defcription of this remarkable 
1-'all, as I remember not to have read any tolerable Account of it in any French 

Accounts of Canada; and whether it merits mine or my Reader's Trouble, I leave 
bim to judge. 
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As fearlefs, fee the hardy Files advance; 

And the £erce Soldier· dart along the Strand. 

O! for a while, ye arduous Britons, check 

Your native Fire, nor with impetuous Rage, 

Incautious, rulh into the Jaws of Death; 

But wait, O! wait you'r General's Command. 

Deaf to the Voice .of Order, fwift they fly, 

And the Reep Mountain's ilipp'ry Sides afcen~, 

Vpon whofe Summit, craftily concelll'd 

In deep Intrenchments, lodg'd the num'rous Foe ; 

At ev'ry Step ~he faithlefs Hill recedes, 

And in loofe Sands th' advancing Foot declines; 

Anon I as when in Summer's fultry Noon, 

Some careIefs Swain the glowing Ember heaves 

Into the prickly Furze; the neighb'ring Heath 

Catches the fudden Blaze, quick darts aloQg 

The crackling Flame, thick the curl'd Clouds afcend, 

And Darknefs wide obfi.ruCts the Mid day Sun; 

So fudden from the Mountain's fatal Brow 

The Gallic Mufquetry obfcures. the Day; 

ISS 

Daunt-
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Dauntlefs, his Fate the Veteran attends, 

\Vhore Blood freCh-fireaming crimfons all the Sand I: 

Swift to the Scene of Death the Gen'ral flies j 

His faving Voice, now with Attention heard, 

The Troops regard, each Hope in him repos'd 

Of prefent Safety, and of [weet Revenge; 

Slow in Retreat the regulated Files 

Before his Eye in due Succeffion pafs; 

Careful, the horrid Patrage quick to clofe, 

Where Ranks united fall the Prey of peath. 

Nor lees affiduous, in his open Barge, 

Active amidll: the bury Crowd of Boats, 

And to the Fury of the War expos'd, 

His guardian Hand the Admiral extends, 

And ev'ry bleeding Brito12 claims his Care. 

But in her duiky Mantle, now the Night, 

Advancing fafi, each ruder Scene conceals: 

High in her clouded Path the crefcent Moon 

Obfcurely !hines: Contending Armies refi, 

180 
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And on the anxious Couch each Chief recIin'd, 

Reftlefs, premeditates the future Blow. 

But of Repulfe, no more! where fraudful Art 

Her fleeting Moment over Virtue reigns; 

Triumph inglorious let the Gaul enjoy, 

Ere long to meet his fole, his utmoft Dread, 

Britannia's Legions, and an open .Field. 

Mean time; ~e!Jec, whofe lofty Towers furvey 

Far as the Power of human Eye can reach, 

Thee, Canada, and all thy ravage Sons; 

That Infolence, which but fo late defpis'd, 

Self-confident, the Strength of Britifh Arms, 

In deep Affiiction mourns: Th' inceffant Bomb 

Wide Ruin fcatters; and the tott'ring Pile, 

Torn from its folid Bafe, tumbles in DuG:: 

Wrapt in devouring Flames, whofe nightly Blaze 

From the far difiant Hills refleCted {hines, 

.roge.ther falls, the confecrated Dome, 

195 
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The lordly Palace, and the humble Roof: 

Alld 10! where, Spite of all her boafred Strength, 

And num'rous Batteries, thJt with fatal M,_' .lths 

ProjeCted o'er the' Floba~s contraCted Stream, 

Guard the important Pafs; with Eafiern Gales, 

Deep in the Gloom of Night, wh~re Silence reigns, 

Th' adventrous Frigates pulh the bold Attempt: 

With native Freedom, native Courage warm, 

When Honour calls, what will not Britons dare! 

And now, as fometime in Autumnal Eve, 

When congregated Clouds a Storm portend,-

And the dark Ether looms a difmal Shade ;' 

With fudden Buril, th~ affliCted Air -is torn-; 

The fable Clouds with livid· Lightnings glare, 

Repeated Fla(hes blaze; the Thunder rolls; 

Vice {lands aghail; fereneft Virtue fmiles : 

So, thro' the darkfome Shade the dreadful Burft 

Of French Artill'ry roars ; the pond'rous Globe, 

With dire Velocity impell'd, hiifes 

In Air, or from the wat'ry Surface bounds, 

3 
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Marking with Iron Tooth the adverfe Shore, 

Elfe harmlefs; for the Heav'n-proteCted Barks, 

With fready Helm, undaunted frill proceed; 

Omen of Good, for lo! on fwiftefr Wing, 

Vengeance, and Wolfe, the wat'ry Track purfue. 

THE Day! the long-defired Day arrives i 

And fweedy in the Eaft, the dappled Morn 

Breaks forth; each darker Shade in Hafte retires," 

And on the middle Stream, the diftant Eye 

A moving Cloud of Boats might now difcern : 

Thro' all the floating Hon, no Sound is heard, 

Save, where the Oar turns up the Silver Wave. 

At length, in all the'Pomp of War array'd, 

ff<.!1ebec! fair City once, with Pinnacles, 

And lofty Towers adorn'd, rifes in View; 

South-well: from whence, on the Superior Stream, 

Two thoufand Paces diftant from the Town, 

A Point projeil:ed li~s, rough with black Rocks, 

Which proudly overlooks the humble Beach, 

D 
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And with a formidable E:tt'l y crown'J, 

F(;ar'd no Surpri~e. E'i"~n thou, 111~',Jfca1tiJ! welI-fkill'd' 

In ev'ry Stratagem of \Var, this Place 

Im'rf,,'nable had deem'd: ah! much deceiv'J ; 
.I. a - - - . 

Forgetful, If/{;!Jr! and Brt"tollS were thy Fu,;:,3 ; 

For even now! upon the hoflile Strand 

The gallant Soldier heads his eager T!<?C7DS:"" 

Swift as the Lion that o'er Libyan Hills 
• 

With utmoll: Speed purfues the tim'rO!~s Deerl 

They fiee, to [cale t?e ~ountai~'s, barren Sides~ 

Nor heed the Cannon roaring; from ~~ove. , . 

At length, the glorious Height is gain'd; and trom 

The giddy Brow, panting, the Soldier ylews, 

Well-pleas'd, all Canada beneath his Eye.: 

Nor frand they paufing long" but to ,the. ;Fort 
- , 

Ruiliing impetuo~s, feize, tpe pond'rous ~.uns ; 

vVhofe l\IIouths averted now,." ungrateful Ti,lbes .. . ..... ' ..... _ ... - . 

c..-:-" 
Threaten Defl:rucHon, to ,thel~ to~~er Lords. 

Mean while, with ev'ry manly Grace ado~n'~J 
.1 

With Brzmjwick's Glories) and Britannia's We'l1 
Imprinted 



Imprinted on hi~~~~t~; llero.ic Wo!fe 

In firm Battalion, i'N'len~tr.ablcJ 

Fjerce, refolute, refimef~, ,fpeeds his M~r,ch. 

'Twas then, Montcalm;! thy daring Soulrecoil'd;. 

Surpriz'd! confus'd! and- ·wkhAmazeme~tfiruck ! 

When firfi, advancing on the, fatal :Plain, 

Thy dubious Eye;'(utvey'd dtC Britijh HOfi.: 

'FIve dioufand Bayonets, ,WhG(c gJitt:iing Bladei 

Gleaming in Air, denounCe igunediate\W~r. 

Ah! what avail thy-tr.ebled,~uCDbers.now, 

Or painted Savage~, whoCe:hoPfid.K.riife 

,With diabolic Edge inf-Ults the' Dead; 

~OrJ from the ilirieking ¥iaim~s:bleed;ng,Skul1, 

Children of Hell! ,divide, the hairy Scalp.: 

For now, with quickefi Step th' intrepM! Files, 

Thirfiing for Glory, rulh upon the Foe; 

As when, from Alpine HiIls;'wn6{'e awful Tops 

Eternal Winter wraps 'in' bOllnd1efs Snbw, 

Which With tile vernal ::lun dll101v'rl; pours -down 

Amain, into the neigHb'ring' Vales jin vain, 
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The cumb'rous Rocks obfiruCl the roaring, Stream, 

That with impetuous Force J his headlong Way' 

trrges defi:ructive, thro' the flow'ry Plain; 

HelplefsJ th' afionilh'd Peafant looks aroulld7 

And fees with piteous Eye no Succour near j 

No Shelter, no Protection from the StOrm, 

That fweeps his Herds, his Flocks, himfelf away. 

So, with wide Ruin, and refiillef~ Shock, 

Upon th' embattel'd Foe the Britons prefs: 

Short the Difpute, for ,when cou'd Gallic Strength 

Withftand a BritiJh Arm? Glutted with Blood, 

The Bayonet fmoaks, and the fierce Highlandti:r 

Swift-ranging o'er the Field, wild Havock makes: 

Thro' ev'ry hoftile Rank Confufion flies, 

And pale Difmay €ncourages the Rout. 

ON the triumphant Hoft, PiC/oria (miles" 

And to her fav'rite Wolfe, with Joy prefents 
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The laurel'd Wreath-but, ah! the vital Stream, 3,05 

That with unequaI'd Warmth that Heart in(pir'd,. 

Witb 
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With rich eft Purple ftains the foreign Soil: 

His Eyes, that fparkled in the Shades of DeaL 

Well-pleas'd, the ample Field- furvey-their laft, 

Long look, his Soldiers claim; mournful, and mute, 310 

ColleCted round their Chief the Vet'rans fiand ; 

When thus, with interrupted Speech, half fpent, 

,Whilft from his Wounds Life flow'd apace,--Partners, 

In ev'ry Danger prov'd-Conquefi: is yours-

P_urfue the' Blow-and f~ze-he wou'd have faid, 315 

Yon hoftile Town; when Darknefs clos'd his Eyes~ 

. O! glorious Shade! forgive the weeping Mufe, 

Who whiHl: her tributary Tear {be {beds, 

Soaring aloft on thy immortal N arne; 

Equal to all that ancient Rome cou'd boall, 

When her fuperior Sons, at Virtue's Call 

Humbled the mighty Tyrants of the Eaft ; 

Fabricius, Fabius, Scipio, Pompey; 

Heroes of old, and Na~es of great Renown i 
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Am~,:>ioui1y pr:fumes to wing lier Flight 

To future Ages, and fardifiant Climes:, ' 

'YET, ev'n for Thee, O! ,g,en~rou~Wo!fe r not long 

Mufi Britons grieve: M01Zc.kion,tho' ,Wo.llrided~ Jives i 

And warlike Towiifm4 lbakeshis .angry- Spear. 

Greatly reluctant, prone upon' the Bufr, 
. 

And choak'd with 'Blood, .thyhaughty -Soul, 

MOlltcalm ! 'ill brooks the Conq uelf; and regrel~ 

Her Laurel~ blafied, and dimini!h'cl Fame; 

Whilfi, launching from the breathlefs Clay, furious 

She darts into the Shades of endlefs Night.' 

,\VITH defp'rate Rout, to the adJacent WoodS 

The num'rous Foe his f-pcedy 'Flight -dire&, 

And hid amongfi the trembling Leaves', eludes 

The CakdoniaJl Sword: Some to the Town 

\Vith quickefi Steps repair; and 1carce-bdicve, 

\Vithin the lofty Walls, themfelves fecure. 

Slaughter fatigu'd, upon her Prey reclines; 
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And rO'lvnfend fees the glorious Field his own. 

Under his Eye, with Force united join'd, 

Seamen, and Soldiers, urge 'the various Toil: 34S 

Here, Part with full-firetch'd Sinews, o'er huge Rocks 

The pond'rous Cannon 'heave; or'on the Plaia 

Defiructive Mortars drag: Laborious there, 

The ceafelefs Spatie'turds up the -fertile Glebe;' 

Here yawns the Ditch, wand there the Ramparts rife; 35~ 

And now as with Enchattt1nent form!d ,! fuBden, 

The mighty Battery rears "its dteadfulFiont, 

With all the Rage of deadly Thooder fitir'd, 

In Readinefs to ili-ike the fatal B1ow. 

THE Hour is come! fl.g~kec ~u(,l fall; happ.y 

Such Fall; with Britijh-Arts, -and Arms fuftain'd, 

Once ruore, in greater Splendourdoom'd to rjfe : 

For 10! where Saunders riding on, the Wave, 

With Spirit anxious for his Country's Good, 

Serenely guides, dire~sJ and rules· the Whole; 

To each tall Ship, the ready Signal makes, 

Unmoor and weigh: Soon the tall Ships obey, 

35S 

With 



( 24 ) 

With Force immenfe, the chearful Sailor heaves 

The ma'"ive Anchor, whofe lharp-pointed Fluke 

Teai'S up the hiJJen Soil; or high aloft 

Sufpend..:d in mid Air, the Sail unL.lrls, 

An i gives the loos'ned Canvas to the Wind: 

O'edient to the Helm, each fiately Bark 

In pompous Order moves; glides thro'the Wave, 

And with advancing Stem, draws near the Town. 
I 

Fear, and Confu~on 'now, thro' ev'ry Street 

Prevails; and ev'ry Eye with timid Gaze, 

Each Motion of the Britijh Fleet attends: 

Fall: to the Breall:, the trem?ling Mother hugs 

Her Infant-Babe; or with firm Grafp entwin'd 

Around her Mate, Safety in vain expeCts; 

Nor in his Eye reads ought but fell Difmay. 

J ufiice, the Tyrant's Scourge, now brandilhes 

The fatal Blade, and ready at her Call 

Defi:ruC1ion waits: full in thy Front, . ff<Eebec, 

See BritiJh Saundtrs all his Thunder aims; 

Behind thee, gallant Townfend draws the Sword, 
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The Storm menaces, and prepares the .War : 

But one fhort Moment now attends thy Fate; 

Nor can the dubious Flag of Truce deceive 

The wary.Cpiefs: What Art! what Stratagem! 
. 1-. 

A~! what Refo'urce remain,s-of all bereft, 

And ftript of ev'ry Hope, £hort Terms are thine; 

Bleed, ot Surrender, is the bitter Choice; 

~ck m,tift that ,Choice be 'made-Terror prevails! 

And on: lhofe Walls, where late the Gallic Flag 

Superbly wav'd; Britam2ia's double Cro[s, 

Triumphant-ftreaming, {ports in ev~ry Breeze. 

FOR Liberty fecur'd, and Peace reftor'd, 
.. . 

W~th ch6icdl: Song, :ye Provinces rejoice! 

~~r lkulking; in 'his woody Haunts, dread mbre 

Thelawlefs Savage·; that with hideous Yell 

. Line 396, 397 •. Nor jkulking, in his woody Haunts, dread more 
The lawlefs Savage; &c. ] 
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In . this Place~ where the Barbarity of the Indians to their unhappy Prifoners is de
frribed; it may be- fome Entertainment to my Reader, ihould I give him a brief. 

E A~ 



\~,.' ont to alarm your fleeping Vi1bge~, 

Or worre! with murd'rous Intent, conceal'd 

In 

Account d the Sufferings of Mr. John Clark, who, in the Year 1754, being fettled 

fO~lewhere cOlltiguous to the Bay of Fundy, was, together with feveral other unfor
tunate new Settlers, carried o'ff by the Savages, who callie fuddenly upon them in, 

the Night, and {hipping them, compelled Men, Women, and Children, to the 

Amount of feventy odd, entirely naked, though early in tbe Spring, and the Weather 
exceffive {harp, by bally and quick Marches to go to their Habitation in the Moun
tains and inland Parts, difiant from the Bay of Fundy more than 120 Leagues. 
The fidt Day's March releafed feveral of the wretched Sufferers from their miferabJe 

Situation, who, fatigued, and unable to proceed, were by the Indians firft rendered 
[enfelefs with repeated Strokes of their Toinyhawks, or fmall Hatchets;· and then, 
while warm with Life, and itruggling with Agony, deprived of a circular Part, 
about four or five Inches over, containing the external Tegument of the back Part 

of the Skull, together with the Fldh and Hair appertaining to it, and .commonly 
called the ~calp; performed by placing their Knees againfi the ViClim's Shoulders, 
fitting on the Ground, and making an Inci/ion round the Part with a Scalping
Knife, the .Barb,ll i:m !looping forwards, fupporting his Hands on the poor Creature's 
Neck, ca~ches the fore Part of the divided Skin betwixt his Teeth, and at one Jerk 

firips it from the bleeding Head. Such is the inhuman Method of fcalping; fet on 

f00t, and fo indufirioully cncouraged~ by our mofi Chrifiian Enemies the French; 

and fuch the Miferies thefe unhappy People fuffered, that by the Time they reached 
Chi oUg,1, the indian Town, they were reduced to the Number of thirteen, and di-· 
vided by Lot amongfi the Elders of the Tribes; \\That became of his Brother· Suf

ferers, Clark was entirely unacquainted with; but he,. with his Wife and Daughter, 
were compelled to go through a Ceremony, which he, with fome Propriety, ufed to 
c II his I nd uction, in Manner following: Being feated in the Center of a Circle, 
(Ompo(ed of thefe wild People, after feafiing, and Variety of barbarous Gefiures, the 

Chief advancing with a Firebrand, 1hikes· him over the Shoulder, making him Signs 

to fiand up, which done, the whole favage Mob rife, and with uncommon Shouts, 

Yells and Songs, croud round him, and, armed with the fame burning Weapons" 
beat him for a contiderablc Time, as well over the Face, as every Part of the Body, 

3 till 
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In Midnight Gloom~ 'Ppon the ~ottager. 

Fatigu~d with daily T.oil, advancing foft, 

To his unguarded Heart plunges at once 

The deadly Steel: His haplefs Family, 

To much worfe Fate referv'd; in pathlefs Woodi 

Deep dragg'd, or to far unfrequented Wilds 

till tired with the horrid Diverfion, their Sachem calls them o.fF, and delivers him 

to his Mafier, who has PQwer over him in every Refpea, excepting his Life, which 

is facred to the Tribe, and cannot be touched without the unanimous Confent of 

the Whole. After almoft two Years of mofi unparalleled Wretchedne(s, he found 

Means with his Family to e(cape to !!('uebec; yvhere he relided near two Years long.er, 
became, in Appearance, a bigotted Romanift, and conformed himfelf (0 well in every 

RefpeCl:, as entirely to gain the Confidence of the French; from whom, together with 
Captain Stobo., (who, by his Means, had gained the Liberty of the Town) his Wife 
and Daughter, he made his E(cape in a FiChing-Boat, fell down the River with a 

rapid ebb Tide, under the Covert of a dark Night; where, upon the South Shore, 
and oppotite Green Jjland, he feized a fmall Sloop load en with Wheat, three of 

the Crew they defiroyed, and fet the remaining three afhore on a defolate J nand 

lower down. called Barnaby: and thus, in Spite of an armed Ve{fel, difpatched infiantly 
in the Purfuit, and aiter a Variety of Adventures, they arrived Ucly at LouiJ

burgh; from whence Mr. Clark was fent in the Scarlorougb, by Governor If/bit
more, as a Pilot for t.he RiveJ Sf. Lqurence; and in that Ship I received from his 

own Mouth the above Account. He is a flout well-bui:t Man, about 4\", carries 

now in his F.\ce and Body the l\1arks of th.eir [avdge Ufage, is very ignorant 
and ;jij;erate, madly courageous, and 'very ready Lr· any uefperate Attempt; 'his 

Bravery was very well known in the Field at ~il:bec, and he had the Honour, in a 

. ikirmifh, fome Leagues below the Town, to kill the C.71uFn that wounded Colo
nel Fraz::r. 

E 2 
,~ .. , . 

t ~ 1.. i 1 



('28 ) 

With Violence compell'e. j <lie doom'd the Sport 

Of fdl Barbarians, when, with helliih Mirth~ 

Their moll: inhuman Tribes revel in Blood. 

TH E SE were thy mean, ungen'rous Arts, 0, France! 

The poor, unknowing Indian, by Thee deceiv'd, 410 

Fed with falfe Hopes, gay Shews, and empty Dreams; 

Or, by the Sophiftry of fubtle Priefis,. 

Led far afiray; to ev'ry bare Intent~ 

Thou dexteroufly form'd; the fatal Tools 

Of thy Ambition. Nation perfidious! 

How well art thou repaid with Blood for Blood r 

Captiv'd !Z.'t',"cc, and Canada fubdued" 

In Te~~:·s lament; whilft, fiript of half his Realms) 

Impcrivus Louis views, with Eye aikance, 

Great Brllnfwick, Lord of all the weftem World~ 4'20 
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THUS hath the vent'rous Mufe, by Nature taught; 

Tho' unexperienc'd in warlike Song, 

The Rage of Battle, and the Clalh of Arms; 

Thro' Fields of Slaughter, with unwe>aried Flight 

Purfued each matchlefs Chief: Such Chiefs of old, 

Did Agincourt, PoiCiiers, and Cr~/fy boafi ; 

When all the vafi colleCl:ed Strength of France 

Humbled itfelf to mighty Edward's Son; 

Or firuck with Terror, Britifh Henry faw, 

Urging his Right, and with DefiruCl:ion arm'd, 

Deep crimfon all her Fields with native Bl~od . 

. 
To Thee, brave Saunders! firfi and laft, be due 

The humble Lay: Long, may the Laurels reap'd 

By thy victorious Hand, fiomiili around 

Thy Mafter's royal Brow. Remotefi Times 
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Shall fpeak, thy Praife j and Infant-Lips with Joy 

Repeat thy Name j which on the foremofi: Lilt 

Of Heroes rang'd, !hall £lill continue, when 

The Mufe, and all her WorksJ lhall be no more. 

F I N I s. 


