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TO THE READER. 

Tms series contains, properly speaking, the historical portion ()f the 
., Maple I,eaves," viz. :-Sketches of the origin, ancestry and military 

prowess of our forefathers in Eastern and 'Vestern Canada, from the 

earliest days down to the close of the last American invasion of Canada. 

That we have had plenty of fighting in this country, few who choose to 
investigate the subject will be inclined to deny j and as thoI'<' an; 
yet amongst us some whu profess to consider as skirmishes, engage­

ments in which several thousands of corpses strewed the ground, 

I thought it would not be out of place to undeceive them by bringing 
into Court the record of history. Not wishing to be charged with 

putting my own construction on past events, I have produced the very 

text of Bancroft, Christie, Garneau, and others, allowing the reader to 

form his opinion j in such cases, s:)arcely ever obtruding any comments 
of my own. Two documents I shall specially commend to the attention 

of the student of Canadian history-one, the narrative of the Fort 

George 1\1 assacre, by an eye witness j the other, a sketch furnished by 

George Coventry, Esq., of Cobourg, of the United Empire I-,oyalists. 
I have also devoted considerable space to the Fish and Game of the 

count.ry, and to setting forth amendments in the laWB advocated by the 
Quebec and Montreal Fish and Game Protection Clubs, and by others. 

In a tbird series, I hope yet to redeem a rromise I made in the first, and 

to furni'3h to the patrons of " Maple Leaves" a deal of new and interest­

ing intdligence on literary and other sllbjects connected with Canada. 

SPENCER GRANGE, NEAR QUEBEC, 

20th ~!I1ay, 1864. 





HIS'rORY AND spowr. 

6}ugustus ~ala on ~nnnha. 

" I AM bold enough to think that about nine-tenths even of my edu-
cated countrymen have about as definite an idea of 1\lontreal, 'l'oronto, 

and of Quebec, as they have of Owyhee or of Antannarivo. Is it imper­
tinent in me to assume that my friends at home are as ignorant as I was 
the day before yesterday? It seems to me that, abating a few merchants, 
a few cngineers, and a few military men, it has hitherto been nobody'B 
business in England to know what the Canadians are like. It is not tlw 
thing to go to Canada. One can" do" Niagara without penetrating into 
tIle British Province. English artists don't make sketching excursions 
thither. The Alpine Club ignore it. Why does not some one start a 
Cataract Club ? We let these magnificent provinces, with their inexhaus­
tible productiveness-for asperity of climate is no sterility-their noble 
cities, their hardy and loyal population, go by. We pass them in silence 
and negleet. We listen appro7ingly while some collego pedant, as bigot­
ted as a Dominican, but without his shrewdness, as conceited as a Bene­
dictine, but without his learning, prates of the expediency of abandoning 
our colonies. If we meanly and tamely surrender these, into whose hands 
would they fall? What hatred and ill-will would spring up among those 
now steady and affectionate people in their attachment to our rule, but 
from whom we had withdrawn our countenance and protection! But 
Canada 1ll1s been voted It' bore,' amI to be 'only a colonial' would apo 
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2 AUGUSTUS SALA ON CANADA. 

ply, it would seem, to a province as well as to a bishop. I have not the 
slightest desire to talk guidebook, or even to institute odious comparisons, 
by dwelling on the strength and solidity, the cleanliness and comeliness, 
the regard for authority, the cheery but self-respecting and self-exacting 
tone which prevails in society; the hearty, pleasant, obliging manners of 
the people oue sees at every moment in this far-oft' city (Montreal) of a hun' 
dred thousand souls, with its cathedrals, its palaces, its schools, its convents, 
its hospitals, its wharves, its warehouses, its marvelous tubular bridge, its 
constantly growing commerce, its hourly-increasing prosperity, its popu­
lation of vivacious and chivalrous Frenchmen, who, somehow, do not hate 
their English and Scottish fellow-subjects, but live in peace and amity 
with them, and who are assuredly not in love with the Yankees. Butit 
really does make a travelling Englishman (kinder mad,' as they would 
say south of the forty-fifth parallel, when he has just quitted a city which, 
in industry, in energy, and in public spirit, is certainly second to none on 
the European continent, and whi()h, in the cleanliness of its streets, the 
beauty of its public buildings, and the tone of its society, surpasses many 
of them-to know that a majority of his countrymen are under the im. 
pression that the Canadian towns are mere assemblages uf log-huts, in­
habited by half-savage backwoodsmen in blanket coats and moccassins, 
and that a few mischievous or demented persons are advocating the 
policy of giving up the Canadas altogether. Happily there is a gentle­
man in Pall-l\Iall who has been to Canada-who has seen Quebec, and 
Toronto, and Montreal. The name of that gentleman-the first in our 
realm-is Albert-Edward, Prince of Wales; and he knows what Canada 
is like, and of what great things it is capable." -So says the late editor 
of the Oornhi11 Magazine. 
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OLgamplain 

No name in Canadian history is surrounded with more lustre and deeper 
veneration than that of the founder of Quebec. As a statesman,­

a discoverer,-a brave and successful commander, Samuel de Cham­
plain's fame will be handed down from generation to generation. The 
late Dr. J. C. Fisher thus describes* his career :-

" On the 13th April, 1608, Pontgrave having been already despatched 
in a vessel to Tadoussac, Champlain, who had obtained the commission 
of Lieutenant, under De Monts, in New France, set sail from Honfieur, 
with the express intention of establishing a settlement on the St. 
Lawrence, a1?ove Tadoussac, at which post he arrived on the 3rd June. 
After a short stay, he ascended the river, carefully examining the 
shores j and on the 3rd July, reached the spot called Stadacona, now 
Quebec, rendered so remarkable by the first visit of Jacques Cartier in 
1535. Champlain, whose ambition was not limited to mere commer­
cial speculations-actuated by the patriotism and pridc of a French 
gentleman, a faithful servant to his king, and warmly attached to the 
glory of his country,-thought more of founding a future empire than 
of a trading post for peltry. After examining the position, he selected 
the elevated promontory which commands the narrowest part of the 
great river of Canada, the extensive basin between it and the Isle of 
Orleans, together with the mouth of the little River St. Charles, as a 
fit and proper seat for the future metropolis of New France, and there 
laid the foundation of Quebec, on the 3rd July, '1608. His judgment 

has never been called in question, or his taste disputed in this selection. 
Its commanding position, natural strength, and aptitude both for pur­
poses of offence and defence, are evident on the first view-while the 
unequalled beauty, grandeur, and sublimity of the scene mark it as 
worthy of extended empire :-

'* In Hawkin8's Picture of Quebec. 
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-- hoc regnum gentibus esse, 
Si qua rata. sinant, jam tum tenditque fovetque. 

This noble site, prove fate hereafter kind, 
The seat of lasting empire he designed. 

"Here, 011 the point immediately overlooking the basin and on the site 

reaching from the grand battery to the Castle of St. Lewis, he com· 

menced his labors by felling the walnut trees, and rooting up the wild 

vines with which the virgin soil was covered, in order to make room for 

the projected settlement. Huts were erected, some lands were cleared, 
and a few gardens made, for the purpose of proving the soil, which was 
found to be excellent. The first permanent building which thc French 

erected was a store·house, or magazine for the security of their pro· 

vi:.;ions. Champlain thus describes his first proceedings, which will 
be read with interest by the inhabitant at the present day :-' I reached 
Quebec on the 3rd July, where I sought out a proper place for our 

dwelling; but I could not find one better adapted for it than the pro· 
montory, or Point of Quebec, which was covered with walnuts and vines. 

,\8 so::m as possible, I I"et to work some of our laborers to level them, in 
order to build our habitation ....... The first thing which we did was to 
huih1 a :.;torc-house to secure our provisions under shelter, which was 
quickly done ....... Ncar tllis spot is an agreeable river, where fOl'!llerly 

wintered .Tacques Cartier.' A temporary barrack for the men and 
officers was subsequently erected on the higher pnrt of the position, near 
where the Castle of St. Lewis now stands. It must be remembered that 
at the time of thc landing of Champlain, the tide usually rose nearly 

to the base of the roek, or cutc ;* and that the first buildings were of 

necessity on the high grounds. Afterwards, and during the time of 
Champlain, a space was redeemed from the water, and elevated above 

the inundation of the tide, on which store-houses, and also a battery 
level with the water were erected, having a passage of steps between it 
and the fo],t, on the site of the present Mountain street, whieh was first 
used in 16J3. 

------------------------------------------------------
::' Old residents still remember a reel bridge which formerly existed at the end of St­

Peter Street, opposite the Montreal Bank; anel vessels were moored some sixty years 
ago, to the buildings which stood on the site on which the Quebec 'Bank was erected 
last ycar,-(.T. M. L.) 
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"Champlain bad now, humble all they were', ~lleees~fully laid the 

foundations of the first French Colony in North America. One hundred 
and sixteen years had clnpsed since the discovery ofthe New ",VorId; and 

it was only in the year previous that, on the whole continent, north of 
Mexico, a European nation had at length succeeded in estahlishing any 
settlement. This wns e!Tectcd by the English under Captain Chri8tophcr 
Newport, who laid the foundation of a settlement at .Tamcstown, Vir­
ginia, on the 13th l\Iay, 1607, two hundred and fifty-seven years ago. 
The chivalrous character and adventures of Captain .John Smith, and 
the interesting story of Pocahontas, have cOIifcrred a peculiar interest 
on the early history of this colony. It may be noted, as a singular con­
trast with the growth of the English colonies afterwards, that at the 
death of Queen Elizabeth, in 1603, there was not a European family in 

all the northern continent: at present the great Slc1te of Virginia alonc, 
-of which the germ was a colony of one hundrctl. >;ollb, of whom fifty 
died during the first year; and which, as described by Chalmers in his 
political annals, 'feeble in numbers and enterprise, was planted in dis­
cord, and grew up in misery,'-numbers upon its soil no less than 
twelve hundred thousand. inhabitants! The disappearance and eradic,1-
tion of the Indians has been still more extraordinary. Of the eountle:-s 
tribes who filled up the back country of Virginia at the time of thc first 
settlement by the English, it appears by the census of umo that therc 
existed only forty-seven Indians in the wllOle state! 

"The summer was passed in finishing the necessary builcling~; when 
clearances were made around them, and the ground prepared for sowing 
wheat and rye, which was accomplished by the 15th October. Hoar 

frosts commenced about the 3rd October, and on tho 15th the troes shed 
their leafy honors. The first snow fell on the 18th November, but dis­
appeared after two days. Champlain describes the snow as lying on 
the ground from December until near the end of April, so that the 

favorite theory of those who maintain the progressive improvement of 
the climate, as lands are cleared in new countries, is not borne out by 
the evidence of Canada. From several facts it might be shown that the 

wintry climate was not more inhospitable in the early days of Jacques 
Cartier and Champlain than in the present. The winter of 1611 and 
1612 WfiS extremely mild, and the river was not frozen before Quebec. 
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II From the silence of Champlain respecting the hamlet or town of 

Stadacona, which had been visited by Oartier so often in 1535, it would 

seem probable that it had dwindled, owing to the migratory predilections 

(If the Indians, to a place \!)f no moment. He certainly mentions anum· 
bel' of Indians who were ii cabannes," or hutted near his settlement; 
but the ancient name of Stadacona never once occurs. It will be recol. 
lccted that Cartier spoke of the houses of the natives as being amply 
provided with food against the winter. From the evidence of Cham. 

plain, the Indians of the vicinity appear to have degenerated in this 
particular. They are represented as having experienced the greatest 

extremities for want of food during the winter of 1608; and some who 
eame over from the Pointe Levi side of the river were in such a state of 
wretchedness as hardly to be able to .drag their limbs to the upper part 
of the settlement. They were relieved and treated with the greatest 
kindness by the French. 

ii The ice having disappeared in the spring of 1609, so early as the 8th 
April, Champlain was enabled to leave the infant settlement of Quebec 
and to ascend the river on the 18th, for the purpose of further exploring 
the country. He resolved to penetrate into the interior; and his min· 
gled emotions of delight and astonishment may easily be conceived, as 
he proceeded to examine the magnificent country of which he had taken 
possession. During this summer, he discovered the beautiful lake which 
now bears his name; and having returned to Quebec in the autumn, he 
sailed for France in September, 1609, leaving the settlement under the 
command of Captain Pierre Chauvin, an officer of great experience. 

ii Champlain was well received on his arrival by Henry IV., who 
invited him to an interview at Fontainebleau, and received from him an 
exact account of all that had been done in New France, with a statement 
of the advantages to be expected from the new establishment on the St. 
Lawrence,-at which recital the king expressed great satisfaction. De 
1\lonts, however, by whose means the settlement of Quebec had been 
formed, could not obtain a renewal of his privilege, which had now ex· 
pired: notwithstanding which, he was once more enabled by the as· 
sistance of the company of merchants, to fit out two vessels in the spring 
of 1610, under the command of Champlain and Pontgrav6. The latter 

was instructed to continue the fur trade with the Indians at Tadoussac, 
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while Champlain, having with 11im a reinforcement of artisans and 
laborers, was to proceed to Quebec. He sailed from Honfleur on the 8th 
April, and arrived at Tadoussac in the :singularly short passage of eighteen 
days. Thence ascending the river to Quebec, h$ had the gratification 
of finding the colonists in good health, and content with their situation. 
The crops of the previous year had been abundant, and everything was 
in as good order and condition as could be expected . 
.. "To pursue further the proceedings of Champlain, and his discovcries 
in the interior, does not properly fall within the scope of this work, but 
belongs to the History of Canada. It may be well, however, to observe 
in this place, that owing to the political error committed by this other­
wise sagacious chief, when he taught the natives the use of fire-arms, and 
joined them in an offensive Icague against the Iroquois, who were at first 
supported by the Dutch, and afterwards by the English colonists of New 
York, Champlain not only laid the foundation of that predatory and 
cruel warfare which subsisted with little intermission between his coun­
trymen and the five nations, notwithstanding the conciliatory efforts of 
the Jesuits j but he may with reason be eonsidercd as the remote, 
although innocent, cause of the animosity afterwards engendered between 
the Provincialists and the French, owing to the excesses of the Indians 
in the interest of the latter, and of a war which terminated only with the 
subjugation of Canada by the British arms in 1760. 

" Champlain, who made frequent voyages to France in order to pro" 
mote the intercsts of the: rising colony, and who identified himself with 
its prospects by bringing out his family to reside with him, was wisely 
continued, with occasional intermission, in the chief command until hj~ 
death. In 1620, he erected a temporary fort on the sitc of the Castle of 
St. Lewis, which he rebuilt of stone, and fortified in ] G24. At that 
time, however, the colony numbered only fifty souls. It appears from 
the Parish Register then commenceu to be regularly kept, that the first 
child born* in Quebec of French parents was christened Eustache on the 
24th October, 1621, being the son of Abraham Martin"! and l\Iargar~t 

'* The first marriage in the colony took place botween Guillaume Couillarel nnd U uill­
mette Hebert. Two months previously tho first marriage in the New England States was 
celebrated on the 12th May, 1621, at Plymouth, between Ed. Winslow and Sl1sonnnh 
White. Couillard's house, the first built iu the city, appeltl's to hlt\'O stooel on tbe 
Battery, close to the old small-pox cemetery.-(J. M. L.) 

t Abraham Martin dit L'Eco'sJ.is, alia." .Maitre Abraha"" King'" pilot, after whom 
the Plains were called. 
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L' Anglois. In 1629, Champlain had to undergo the mortification of 

surrendering Quebec to an armament from England under Louis Kertk, 
who, on the 22nd July, planted the English standard on the walls, just 
one hundred and thirty years before the battle of the Plains of Abraham. 
Cham plain was taken as a prisoner of war to England, whence he 

returned to France, and subsequently to Canada in 1633. The inhabi­
tants were well treated by Kertk, who was himself a French Huguenot 

refugee, and none of the settlers: left the country; which was restored 
to France by the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, on the 29th March, 1632. 

" Champlain, who combined with superior talents and singular pru­
dence a temperament of high courage and resolution, after a residence in 
New France of nearly thirty years, died full of honors, and rich in 
public respect and esteem, in the bosom of the Bettlement of which he 
was the founder, about the end of December, 1635. His memoirs arc 
written in a pleasing and unaffected style, and show that he was deficient 

in nonc of the 'iualities which arc so essential in the leader of difficult 
enterprises, and the discoverer of new countries. His obsequies were 
performeu with all the pomp which the colony could command; and his 
remains were followed to the grave with real sorrow by the clergy, offi­
cers, and the civil anu military inhabitants, Father J ... e J eune pronounc­
ing an appropriate funeral oration. 

"At the death (If Champlain, the French possessions in Canada con­
sisteu of the fort of Quebec, ~urrouuded by some inconsiderable houses, 
and barracks for the soluiers, a few huts on the Island of lYlontreal, as 
many at 'l'adoussac, and at other places on the St. Lawrence, used as 
trading and fishing posts. A settlement hau just been commenced at 

Three Uivers; and in these trifling acquisitions were comprised all that 
rcsulted from the discoveries of V eruzzano, Jacques Cartier, Roberval, 
Ohampiain, and the va,st outlay of De la Hache, Dc Monts, and other 
French adventurers. At thc time we arc writing, (1834,) the Colony or 
Provincc of Lower Oanada contains nearly six hundred thousand inhabi­
tants-Quebec posseses over throe thousaud houses, and a population of 
near thirty thousanu l>ouls (now some Eixty.five thousand souls). That 
of Montreal i8 as numerous; and 'l'luec Rivers is progressively im­
proving in wealth and rC.'lources. Thc social and commercial inter­
course Jld\\"'l'll tllI'''l' flOlll'i']ling towns is maintained by llleaDS of 
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magnificent steamboats of' unrivalled safety and expedition - those 
floating palaces in which a thousand human heings are often trans­
ported from city to city. The trade of the province, instead of being 
limited to a few small craft engaged in the fisheries or the fur trade, 
employs more than a thou~and vessels of burthen, enriching the pro­
vince with an annual immigration of from twenty-five to fifty thou­
sand souls, the aggregate of whose capital is immense j and conveying 
in return the native produce of the Canadas to almost every part. of thc 
empire. Pitt must have been prophetically inspired when he gave to 
the great seal of Canada its beautifnl legend, for nothing could be more 
applicable to the donble advantages of one extensive branch of' its com­
merce-the Timber tradc-

-- AB IPSO 

DUCIT OPES ANIMUMQUE I'EIlRO-

GaillS power and riches by the self-same steel. 

Instead of a few hnts on the river's side, the country on each bank of' 
the St. Lawrence has becn long dividcd into rich seigniories, ana the 
fertile sllil cultivated by an industrious, a virtuous and contented popu­
lation-bya people to whom foreign dominion, instead of c~etcriorating 
their former condition, has been the Ilerald of all that can render life 
precious. It lIas given to them the unrestricted enjoyment of their 
rights, language and religion-protection against extern:\l foes, together 
with the full security of their domestic usages, customs, laws and pro­
perty-perfect exemption from the burthcns of taxation, and a state u1' 

rational happiness and political frecdom unequalleu on thc face of' til(; 

globe. The following beautiful lincs from Virgil will ~triko oyerj' 
one, as singularly applicable to the condition of the Canadian farm or, or 
habitant: 

" 0 fortunatos nimium, sua si !Jona llorint, 
Agricolas I quibus ipsa, pro cuI discordibus armi£, 
Fundit humo faeilem victum jnstissima tellns." 

Let us now see the sarno subject treated by onEl of our most 
3 
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eloquent statesmen. The speech* is in reply to the following sen­
timent:-

"The memory oj Sieur de Ohamplain, the fearless navigator and ac. 
complished statesman; the first to explore and designate these shoros' 
whose plans of empire) more vast and sagacious than any of his time; 
failed of success, only through the short-sightedness of his sovereign, iii. 
allowing the Atlantic shores of New England to fall into the hands of 
his rivals, thereby changing the history of the New W orId." 

The Hon. Thos. D' Arcy McGee, President of the Executive Council 
of Canada, addressed the assemblage in response to this sentiment. He 
said: I beg to assure you, Mr. President, and the gentlemen of the 
Maine Historical Society, who have done me the honor to invite me here, 
that I feel it a very great privilege to be a spectator and a participant in 
the instructive, retributive ceremonial of this day. This peninsula of 
Sabino must become, if it is not already, classic ground, and this 29th 
of August, the true era of the establishment of our language and race on 
this continent, one of the chief /asti of the English speaking people of 
North America. It is, on general grounds, an occasion hardly less in­
teresting to the colonies still English, than to the citizens of Maine, and, 
therefore I beg to repeat in your presence, the gratification I feel in 
being allowed to join in the first of what I trust will prove but the first, 
of an interminable series of such celebrations. I would be very insen­
sible, sir, to the character in which I have been so cordially presented 
to this assembly, if I did not personally acknowledge it; and I should 
be, I conceive, unworthy of the position I happen to occupy as a mem­
ber of the Canadian Government, if I did not feel more the honor you 
have paid to Canada, in the remembrance you have made of her first 
Governor and Captain General, the Sieul' de Champlain. That cele­
brated person was in truth, not only in point of time, but in the compre­
hension of his views, the audacity of his projects, and the celebrity of 
his individual career, the first statesman of Canada; and no one pretend­
ing to the character of a Canadian statesman could feel otherwise than 
honored and gratified when Champlain'S name is invoked, publicly or 

<11 This report of the lIon. Mr. McGee's speech at tho Fort Popham (State of 
Maine) eelebmtiolJ, in 1862, we copy from the Portland Adv.rtiBer. 
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privately in his presence. We have no fear that the reputation of our 
great founder will not stand the severest test of historical research; we 
have no fear that his true greatness will dwindle by comparison with the 
rest of the Atlantic leaders-the chiefs of the renowned sea-chivalry, 
of whom we have already heard such eloquent mention. We Canadians 
ardently desire that he should be better known-be well known-and, 
perhaps, you, Mr. President, will permit me to indicate some of the 
events in the career, to point out some of the traits in the character, 
which hallow for us, forever, the name and memory of the Sieur de 
Champlain. 

Ii What we esteem most of all other features in the life of our founder, 
is that chief virtue of all eminent men-hi8 indomitable fortitude j and 
next to that we revere the amazing versatility and resources of the man. 
Originally a naval officer, he had voyaged to the West Indies and to 
~Iexico, and had written a memoir, lately diseovered at Dieppe, and 
edited both in France and England, advocating among other things the 
artificial connexion of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. From the quar­
ter-deck we trace him to the counting rOGms of the merchants of Rouen 
and Saint Malo, who first entrusted him, in 1603, with the command of 
a commercial enterprise of which Canada was the field. From the ser­
vice of the merchants of Rouen, Dieppe and Saint Malo, we trace him 
to the service of his sovereign-Henry IV. Fer several successive yean 
we find his flag glancing at all points along this rock·bound coast on 
which we are now assembled, from Port Royal to Massachusetts Bay. 
Whenever we do not find it here, we may be certain it has advanced inte. 
the interior, that it is unfurled at Quebec, at Montreal, or towards the 
sources of the Hudson and the Mohawk. We will find that this vers:;.­
tile sailor has become in time a founder of cities, a negotiator of treatief> 
with barbarous tribes, an author, a discoverer. As a discoverer, he wa;; 
the first European to ascend the Richelieu, which he named after te.o;: 
patron of his latter years-the all-powerful Cardinal. He was the first 
to traverse that beautiful lake, now altogether your own, which make~ 
his name so familiar to Americans; he was the first to ascend our ;-reat 
central river, the Ottawa, as far north as Nippissing, and he was the first 
to discover what he very justly calls" the fresh water sea" of lake Ontario. 
His place as an Americau discoverer is, therefore, amongst the first; 
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while his claims as a colpnizcr rest on the firm foundation of Montreal 

an.} Quebec, and his project-cxtraordinary for the age-of uniting the 

Atlantil' with tbe Pacifk by artificial channels of communication. Asa 

lcgislator, we havc not yct recovcred, if wc ever shall, the ordinances be 

is known tr> have promulgatcd; but as an anthor we have his narrative 

of transactions in N cw France, his voyage to Mexico, his treatise on 

navigation, and some other papers. As a diplomatist, we have the Franco­

Indian allian':('~, which he founded, and which lasted a hundred and 

fifty years on this continent, and which exercised so powerful an in­

fluence, not only on American but on Eurorcan affairs. To him also it 

was mainly owing that Canada, Acauia, and Capc Brcton wcre reclaimed 

by, and l'e~!urcd tn France, under thc trcaty of Saint German-en-Laye, 

in ](i:;:!. _,'t ~ to t he moral (Iualities, our founder was brave almost to 

rashncs,;. lIe woul,] east himself with a single European follower in the 

midst of savage enemies, and more than once his life was endangered by 

the cxccsses r.f his confidence and his courage. He was eminently sociul 

ill Ilis habit!'-as witness his order of h: !Jon temps-in which every man 

of his associates was for one day host to his comrades, and command­

ed in turn in those agreeable encounters of which we have jnst 

had a ~li!!ht :;kirmish here. He was sanguine as bccame an adven­

turer, and self-denying as became a hero. H0 served under De 

.:'IIont!', who fur a time succeeded to his honors and office, as cheer­

fully as he had ever acted for himself, and in the end he made 

a friend of hiH rival. H,~ encountered, as Columbus and many 

uthers had done, mutiny and assassination in his own disaffectcd fol­

lower~, but he triumphed over the bad passions of men as completely as 

he triumphe,] over the ocew and the wilderness. 

" He touched the extremes of human experience alllong diverse charac­

ters and nations. At one time he sketched plans of civilized aggrandi!c­

ment for Henry IV, and Richelieu; at another he planned schemes of 

wild warfare with Huron chiefs and Algonquin braves. He united, in 

a most rare degree, the faculties of action and reflection, and like all 

highly reflective minds, his thoughts, long cherished in secret, ran often 

into tho mould of maxims, and some of them would now form the fittest 

possible inscription to engrave upon his monument. 
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" When the merchant~ of Quebec grulllblcd~'lt the cost offortifying that 

place, he said :-' It is best not to obey the passions of mell; they arc 
but for a season; it is our duty to regard the future.' 'Vith all his love 

of good fellowship and society, he wa~, what seems to some inColl~istent 
with it, 8incerely and enthusiastic-ally religious; among his maxims arc 
these two-that 'the salv~,tioLl of OLIC coul is of lUore value than the 

conquest of an empire,' and, that' kings ought nut to tllink of extend­
ing their authority oyer idolatrous ll:l lions, except for the purpose of 

subjecting them to Jesus Christ.' 

" Such, Mr. Prcsident, are, in brief, the attribute~ of the man you have 

chosen to honor, and I leave it for this l'llllipany to say, whether iu all 

that constitutes true greatne~s the first Governor aud Captain Gcneral of 

Canada need fear comparison with any of the illustrious hrotherhood 

who projected and founded our .:'forth American Statof" Count over 
all their houored names; enumerate their chief aeLions; let cae h com­

munity assign to its own his meed of eloqucnt and reverent remembrance; 
but among them from the south to the north, there will be no secondary 

place assigned to the Siem de Champlain. 
" Mr. President., your Excellency has added to the :;Gutilllellt in hOllor 

of Champlain, an allusion and an inference as to the different results of 

the French and Enghish Colonial policy, on which you wil probably cx­
pect me to offer an obscrvation or two before resuming my scat. Cham­

plain's project originally was, no doubt, to make this Atlantic coast thc 

basis of French powcr in the New World. His government claimed 

the continent down to the 40th parallel, which as you know intersects 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Illinois, wbile the English claimed up to tbe 

45th, which intersects Nova Scotia and Canada. 

" Within these five degrees of latitude the pretentions of France were 

long zealously maintained in diplomacy, but were never practically as 

sorted, except in the Hth and 45th, by colonization. I am not prepared 

to dispute the inference that the practical abandonment, by France, of 

the coast discoveries of her early navigators, south of 45, may have 
changed, as you say, 'the destiny of the N ew World.' It may be so; 
it may b~, also, that we have not rcached the point of time in which tf) 

speak positively as to the permanent result j for Divine Providence moves 
in His orbit by long and insensible curves, of which even the clearest-
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sighted men can discern, in their time, but a very limited section. But 

we know, as of the past, that the French power; in the reign of Louis 

XIII. and XIV., was practically based on the St. Lawrence, with a 

southern aspect, rather than on the Atlantic with a western aspect. 
All the consequences of that great change of plan and policy, I am not 
prepared here so much as to allude to, for that would carry me where I 
have no wish til go-into international i~sues, not yet exhausted. 

"I may be permitted, however, to question tbat French influence, as 
developed in its Roman Catholic religion, its Roman law and its his­
torical fascinationR, was ever really circumscribed to Canada, or was 
really extinguished, as has been usually assumed, by the fall of Quebec. 
it is amazing to find ill the colonial records of the period between the 

death of Champlain and the death of Montcalm, a century and a quarter, 
how important a part that handful of secluded French colonists played 
in North American affairs. In 1629, Uhamplain could have carried off 
all his colonists in 'a single ship;' more than a hundred years later, 
they were estimaLeu at some 65,000 souls; in the Seven Years' War 
they WE're, according to Mr. Bancroft, but as 'one to fourteen' of the 
English colonists. The part played by the Canadians in war, under the 
French kings, was out of all proportion to their numbers; it was a 
glorious but prodigal part; it left their country exposed to periodiaal 
~carcity, without wealth, without commerce, WIthout political liberty. 
They were ruled by a policy strictly martial to the very last, and though 
Richelieu, Colbert, de la Gallissionere, and other supreme minds, saw in 
their 'New France' great cOr:J.mercial capabilities, the prevailing 
policy, especially under Louis XIV. and XV., was to make and keep 
Canada a mere military colony. It is instructive to find a man of such 
high intelligence as Montcalm justifying that policy in his despatches 
to th3 President de Mole on the very eve of the surrender of Quebec. 
The Canadians, in his opinion, ought Dot to be allowed to manufacture, 
lest they should become unmanagea1lle, like the English colonists, but, 
on the contrary, they should be kept to martial exercises, that they 
might subserve the interests of France in her transatlantic wars with 
England. Such was the policy which fell at Quebec with its last 
French Governor and Captain General, and it is a policy, I need hardly 
bay, which no intelligent Canadian now looks back to with any other 
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feelings than those of regret and disapprobation. A hundred years have 
elapsed since the international contest to which you refer was consum­
mated at Quebec, and Canada to-day, under the mild and equitable sway 
of her fourth English sovereisn, has to point to trophies of peaceful 
progress, not less glorious, and far more serviceable, than any achieved 
by our predecessors who were subject to the French kings. The French 
speaking population, which, from 1608 ti111760, had not reached 
100,000, from 1760 to 1860 has multiplied to 880,000. Upper Canada, 
a wilderness as Champlain found it and Montcalm left it, has a population 
exceeding Massachusetts, of as fine a yeomanry as eyer stirred the soil 
of the earth. If French Canada points witb justifiable pride to its 
ancient battle-fields, English Canada points with no less pleasure to its 
newly reclaimed harvest-fields j if the old regime is typified by the 
strong walls of Quebec, the monument of the new era may be seen ill 
the great bridge which spans the St. Lawrence within view of the city 
I represent, and whose four and twenty piers may each stand for one 
hour sacred to every traveller who steams through its sounding tuhe on 
his way from the Atlantic to the Far West. 

" In conclusion, Mr. President, allow me again to assure you that I have 
listened with great pleasure to the speeches of this day-especially to the 
address of myoId and long-esteemed friend (Hon. l\Ir. Poor). I trust 
the sentiments uttered here, at the mouth of the Kennebec, in Maine, 
will go home to EIlgland, and show our English relatives that the Ameri­
can people, unmoved by any selfish motive, are capable of doing full and 
entire justice to the best qualities of tlie English character. I am sure 
nothing was further from your minds than to turn this historical com­
memoration to any political account-and certainly I could not have done 
myself the pleasure of being here, if I had imagined any such intention 
-but after all the angry taunts which have been lately exchanged be­
tween England and America, I cannot but think this solemn acknowledg­
ment of national affiliation, made on so memorable a spot as Fort Popham, 
and made in so cordial a spirit, must have a healing and a happy effect. 

We have been sitting under your authority, Mr. President, in the High 
Court of Posterity-we have summoned our ancestors from their ancient 
graves-we have dealt out praise and blame among them-I trust without 
violence to truth or inju~tice to tIle dead; for the dead }lave their rights 
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U2 the living have: injustice to them is one of the worst forms of all 
injustice-and undue praise to the underserving is the worst injustice 

to the virtuous and meritorious actors in the great events of former ages. 
rc When we leave this place, we shall descend from the meditative world 

of the Past to mingle in the active world of the Present, where each 
man must bear his part and defend his post. Let me say for myself, 

Mr. President, and I think I may add I speak in this respect the general 
settled sentiment of my countrymen of Canada, when I say that in the 
extraordinary circumstances which have arisen for you, and for us also, 
inN orth America, there is no other feeling in Canada than a feeling of 

deep and sincere sympathy and friendliness towards the United States. 
As men loyal to our own institutions, we honor loyalty, everywhere; as 
freemen we are interested in all free States; as neighbors we are especially 

interested in your peace, prosperity and welfare. Weare all anxious to 
l:xchange everything with you except injustice and misrepresentation; 
that is a species of commerce which-even when followed by the fourth 
estate (pointing to the reporters at his right)-I trust we will alike dis· 

courage, even to the verge of prohibition. Not ouly as a Canadian, but 

as one who was originally an emigrant to these shores as an Irishman, 
with so many of my original countrymen resident among you, I shall 
never cease to pray that this kinderec1 people may alwaYil find in the 
future, as they always have found in the past, brave men to lead them 
in battle, wise men to guide them in council, and eloquent men like my 
honorable fricnd yonder (lIon. John A. Poor) to celeb17ate their exploits 
and tlL('ir wi,;,lom from g,'ncration to ;';(,lLl'ration." 
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" ~ LITERARY gentleman of this city, well known for his antiquarian 
11. researches in connection with the carly history of Canada, showed 

us,* yesterday, a slip of once negotiable.,' paper,' which may not inaptly 
be termed a 'shinplaster' of the last eentury. It was onu of the 

Intendant Bigot's famous bills on Paris, which he drew so liberally 

when the fate of the colony of New France was irnmincn t, and th e 

approaching fail of French power in America gave to the avaricious" 
capital chance of making money while a state of war aULI confusion 

lasted-an opportunity which, if hi~tory speaks true, they did not nc!-!, 
lect. The bill is in an excellent state of prescrvation, and is printed 

on a quarter-sheet of rough foolscap." On next page appears a fire simiZ,· 
of it. 

This was a Treasury note when a Bourbon reigned in France, and the 

North Amcricun colonies were still faithful to King George. It was 

worth fully as much in 1761 as lVIr. Chase's" kites" are worth in 1"(;~. 

The following words appear on the back of the note :-

Paye it 1'0rdre de Mons. Perrault ,'aleur regue eomptunt a 
Quebec, Ie 7 e septembre 1763. 

LOFFICIALE. 

Paye u, 1'0rdre de l\lonsieur D. Vialars valeur accompte a 
Quebec, Ie 20e septembre 1763. 

PERRAULT • 

• , Quebec j}[67'1ling Chl'onicle. 

4 



A GREEN-BACK OJ! 

A COMPTE DES DEPENSES GENERALLES. 

'Troisieme. A f!(yebec, Ie 7e Octobre 1758. 

POUR 774 lvs. 

EXERCICE I 758. MOSSIEUR, au quatre juillet mil sept 
~---------' cent foixante-un, il vous plaira payer 

No. 17. par cette troisieme de Change, rna 
premiere ou feconde ne l' etant, a 
l' ordre de M. Lofficiale, Ie famme 
de fept cent foixante-quatorze Iivres 
valeur re<;:ue en acquits. De Iaquelle 
fomme je vous rendrai compte fur 
les depenfes de la Marine de cette 
Colonie. J e fuis, 

Monsieur, 
Vu par llOUS Intendant 

de la nouvelle France. 
BIGOT. 

Votre tres-humble & tres­
obeiffant ferviteur, 

A MONSIEUR IMBERT. 

Nlonsieur PERICHON, 

Treforier general des Colonies, 
Rue Neuve St, Euftache, 

A PARIS. 

" KITE-FLYING" ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

U nuer the above caption "L" adds the following interesting note 
(says the same paper), apropos of the Intendant Bigot's" shinplater" :_ 

" In order to complete, for the benefit of the curious, the particulars 
respecting Bigot's bill of exchange, mentioned in your last issue, it may 
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be as well to state that this bill and several others were negotiated at 

fifty per cent. discount by London brokers, about the year 17G4. 
{Daniel Vialars,' to whom the present bill wa~ endorsed, appears to have 

been an extensive London merchant. With the bill there was a long and 

ably-written letter, in whieh he proposes a kind of business partnership to 

1\1ons. Perrault, of Quebec. Mr. Pl'rranlt was in those days a very extcnRi\'e 

Lower Town merchant; his bUoiocss store ~('eIllS to have occupied the opot 
on which now stands, in St. Peter.strcet, :,\Ir. Daniel l\1cGie'~ and the 

Express offico. Amongst other strange pieces of information contained in 

the letter referred to, j~ a request to .~Ir. Perrault to call on Mr. Zachary 

Thompson, 'Capitaine du Port 11 Quebec,' to procure a certificate of the 

tonnage of the ship La Jlal'ie, Capt. Cornilb.rd-' qui fut frette par Ie 

General Amherst pour transporter en France Ie Chevalier de Levis et sa 

suite, apn'ls la capitulation de Montreal.' Thi3 is the hero of the battle of 

St. Foy. Daniel Vialars' letter covers eight pages. It is written in cL·gant 

French. He begins by expressing the hope that the fact of his being a 
Protestant won't intcrfere in the mercantile connection likely to en~ue 

between him and Mr. Perrauit, as ' la probitc se trouve dans toutes ~ortes 

de religions.' On the 12th February, 1763, Mr. Vialars writes to say 

that he trusts peace will soon be proclaimed between England and France, 

and that the final treaty respecting Canada wa~ deferred merely to afford 

the English time to withdraw their funds~ from Martinique, Guadeloupe, 

and Havana. 'According to private advicc~,' 8~yS he, 'from Holland, 

the preliminaries between the Queen of Hungary, thc King of Prussia and 

the Elector of Saxe, are signed; if so, we shall soon have a general 

peace.' 
"This odd document was found many ycars ago, with several others, in 

the garret of the Lower Town house which 3lr. Perrault had occupied A 

number were used by a merciless old cook to singe chickens. This fact 

reminds one of some manuscripts of priceless value for the history of 

Canada, discovered at Quebec in the wood-box of Mr. Ryland's office, 

some years back. Unfortunately a portion had already been consigned 

to the flames." 
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®t-~oundUor ®stcht on ~olonial ilaiters, 
24TH FEBRUARY, 1160. 

rl'IIE reader has j Ilst seen a jac s{mile of a Canadian "greenback" of 

the bct century. The kindness of a friend-David A. Ross, 

Eoquirc-enablcs me to submit another documcnt of this period. It is 

a letter from Estcbe, a leading man in the last days of French rule in the 

colony. 
Monsieur Estebe was a member of the Superior Council, at Quebec, 

one of the advisers of the notorious Bigot, as such condemned, justly or 

unjustly, threo years after the date of this letter, to restore to the King of 

France some 300,000 livres. This communication, recently discovered, 

and which has never yet been publi~hed, is also addressed to Monsieur Per­

rault, l'aine, an eminent Lower Town merchant of that day. It is im_ 

p()rtant ao throwing additional light on an eventful period of the history 

of Canada; having been written four months after the battle of the Plains 

of Abraham, two months before that of Ste_ Foy, and at a time when war 

was still raging in the colony. The English held the territory enclosed 

in the walls of Quebec and some forts, but Montreal and the rest of Can­
ada, defended by a cekbrated commander and by a numerous army, still 

be longed to Fr<lnce j and after the brilliant vietQry of Ste. Foy in April 

following, as Captain John Knox says, "the fate of Quebec depended 

on whether it were l~nglish or French frigates which entered the harbor 

firHt "-defeat, famine and disrase (scurvy) had so thinned the ranks of 

General ~i urray's brave legions. This old document, indited by an 

educated ~entlcman, will also be read with interest, us furnishing a 

vivid pieture of the extreme misery at that time existing in France; 

still this state ot things was doomed to endure some twenty-nine years 

jonger before culminating in the horrors of the French Revolution of'89. 

Canada had oeased to be prized by Fr In ee as far baek as 1735; disappoint­

)llent at not findine;: .[';0].1 mines 1 ,.j II/.'; OQC of the chi~f CayseS: tbo 
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auriferous Chaudiere region and its fabulous wealth were not talked of 

in those days. The eyes of the French were then turned towards 
Louisiana, whose fate was decided a few years after tbe surrender of 

Quebec. Louisiana was, in 1768, handed over to th(' tender mercies of 

the Spaniards, who, under Geueral O'Reilly, inaugurated their rule 
with exploits which throw in the shade those of General Butler in the 

Crescent City, at the head of Federal soldiers, Twelve of the principal 

men in the colony, including thc Attorney-General, Lafreniere, a French 

Canadian, wcre, without trial, seized and loaded with chains: six uf 
them were ~hot. Corupar('d with the rnle of Spain in Louisiana, even 

the arbitrary measures of a Haldimand and !1 Craig, and the eivil and 

religious persecutions of the old Family Compact in Canada, ougllt to 

have appeared to the old French colonists mildness itself. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

BORDEAUX, 24th F.lu'IIW'!!, 1760. 

To Monsieur PERRAULT, Quebec: 

Sm,-It ,~as with heartfelt pleasure I received your favor of 7th 

~oy. last, since, in spite of your misfortunes, it apprized me of the het 

that both you and your lady were well. 
I feel grateful for the sympathy you expresl:I in our troubles, during 

our passage from Quebec to Bordeaux. I wish I could as easily forget 
thc misfortunes of Canada as I do the annoyances we suffered on the 

voyage, 
We learn cd, via England, by the end of Oct. last, the unfortunate 

fate of Quebec. You can imagine how we felt on hearing such dreadful 

news I ,;ould ('ontain neither my tears nor my regrets, on learning 

the loss of a city and a country, to which lowe everything, and to 
which I am as sincerely attaohed as any of the natives, W' e flattered 

ourselves that the silence the English had kept during all last ~UDlffiCl' 

on their operations, was of good omen for us, and that they would be 
ignominiously compelkd to raise the siege; we had even an indi~tinct 

knowledge of the repulse they had IUct. with at :lIon LllJOrency ; we knew 
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that our troops followed them closely wherever they attempted to land. 
We have erred like you in the hopes we cherished. What fatality, 

w hat calamities, and how many events unknown to us, have led to your 

downfall ? 
You do not yet know, my dear sir, of the extent of your misfortunes; 

you imagine that the loss of the remainder of the colony is close at hand; 

you arc right. This cannot be otherwise, since the relief which is sent 
to you from France cannot prcvent that. The small help which Cana­

dians expected from the payment of some Treasury notes is taken away 

frum thorn; nOllo are paid since tho 15th of October last. This, this is 

the overwhelming blow to all our hopes! The Treasury notes of the 

other colonies are generally in the same predicament: the King pays 
none, and the nation groans nnder taxation. No credit, no confidence 

anywhere. No CfJmmerce, nor shipments-a general bankruptcy in all 
the cities of Franoe. The kingdom is in the greatest desolation possible 

-our armies have been beaten everywhere-our navy, no more exists-

0:11' ships have been either captured or burnt on the coastB, where the 
enemy has driven them ashore, Admiral de Conflans having been de· 

fcated on getting out of the harbor of, Brest. In one word, we are in a 
state ot'misery and humiliation without precedent. The finances of the 
King are in fearful disorder. He has had to send his plate to the mint. 
'fhe seigneurs have followed his example, -.and private individuals are 
cOllJpeIlcd to sell their valuables, in order to live and to pay the onerous 

taxes which weigh on them. At the present moment, by royal order, 
an inventory is being taken of the silver in all the ehurches of the 
kingdom. No doubt, it will have to be sent to the mint, and payment 

will be made when that of the Treasury notes takes place, that is, when 

it pleases God. Such it! a summary of what now occurs here. How I 
regret, Illy dear sir, the merry days I spent in Canada·! I would like to 
be there still, if matters were IlS formerly. I could own a turn-out there, 
whereas I go on foot, like a dog, through the mud of Bordeaux, where 

I certainly do not live in the style I did in Qllebec. Please God this 
. iron age Illay soon end! 'Ve flattered ourselves this winter that peace 
would soon be proclaimed. It is much talked of, but I see no signs of 
it. It will, it is said, require another eampaign to complete the ruin, 

and to postpone lIlore and more the payment, of the Treasury notes, 
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What will be the ultimate fate of these bills, is very hard to say. It iR 
unlikely any settlement of them will be made before peace is concluded. 

My opinion is, that nothing will be lost on the bills whieh arc regis­

tered, but I cannot say the same of the exchange which is not registered, 

since payment has been stopped. The Government has refused to re­

gister any bills, even some which had been sent to mo, and which were 

payable in 1758. I negotiated some regi8tereu. one~, here and in Paris­

at 50 per cent. discount-non-registered ones are valueless-and you get 

few purchasers even for registered bills. Four richly laden YC',,~els be­

longing to the ~Vest India Company (Cumpagnie des Incles) have 

arrived lately. This was very opportune, as the company was rather 

shaky. However, it never failed to pay the (( Boaver" biIls, alld has 

even accepted those which had not yet faIlon due. Our affairs on the 

coast of Coromandel are like the rcst-in a bau. way. Fears are enter­

tained for Pondicherry. The English are arming a large expcdition for 

:'Ilartinique. That island will havc thc same fatc as Guadeloupe. 

The succor sent out to yon, if ever it reaches, of which I doubt, 

consists in six merchant ships, laden with 1,(300 tons of provisions, 

some munitions of war, and 400 soldiers from Isle Roy~I. I believe this 

relief is sent to you, more through a sense of hon.)r than from any 

de"ire (as none exists) to help you. Many flatter themselves you will 

letake Quebec this winter. I wish yon may, bd I do not believe you 

will. This would require to be undertaken by experienced aud deter­

mined men, and even then such attempts fail. Remember me to your 

dear wife. Kiss my little friend (your boy) for me; I reserve him, 

when he comLS to Francc, a gilt horse and a silver earrw.crc. My wife 

and family beg to be remembered. 

Yours, &c., 
(Signed) ESTEBE . 

.P.S.-Your brot.her is always at La Rochelle. Since I am at Bor­

deaux, out of 80 vessels which left Sout.h Amcrica, one only has arrived 

here. You can fancy how trade stagnates. A singular distrust exists 

everywhere. The Exchange of --- and other good houses is refused. 

Those who want to remit to Paris have to get tlleir specie carried. 

Gth March. 

The .hospital of Toulouse is just short of nine lllilliolls. Bankrupts 

everywhere, merchants and others. 
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BOASTED THAT CANADA OONTAINED MORE OF HIS OLD NOBILITY 
THAN THE REST OF THE FRENCH COLONIES PUT TOGETHER. 

OF the nUmerous colonial possessions of France and England, few have 

had the privilege in the same degree aH Canada, of associating with 

the fortunes of thc colony, the names of several of the leading spirits in 

both kingdoms. Amongst those who, under French dominion, were COD­

nected with N ('w France, by titles, honors, eivil or military, were 

sevcl':d noble dukes, a .!'.lontmorency, a Cardinal Duke of IUchelieu, a 

Vendome, a Prince of ConM, a Ventadour, a Levis, a Daimville; proud 

Marquises such as DeFeuquieres, De l\Icnneville, De Tracy, DeVau· 

dreuil, Dc Beauharnois, Duquesne, DeMontcalm, Dc Villerai, DeRepen­

tigny; great sea captains such as the Count D'Estrce, DcBougainville, 

Vice-Admiral Bedout, De Voquelin, Count de la Galissonniere, the victor 

of Admiral B'yng in the Mediterranean, Count de Tilly; engineer officers 

of great merit, ~uch ns the Delerp, one of whom fortified Quebec, whilst 

another was created Baron de l' Empire, under the first Napoleon, for his 

services in the Imperial armies, and Viscount };y Louis XVIII. Several 

of these and others were born in the eolo!]y and annoblis in the mother 

country. When we find these historical names heading the galaxy of 

young noblemen, who alone, in the days of privilege, could claim as a 

right, commissions in the French regiments serving in Canada, we can 
understand why, as Charlevoix relates, the great monarch Louis XIV. 

boaR ted that Canada contained more of his old nobility than the rest of 
the French colonies put together. 

This is not at all to be wond()red at, considering the kind of colonists 
sent to Canada from France as ~oon as it became a Crown colony, that is, 
in 1663. "Measures were adopted," we are told, " to infuse a more liberal 

spirit into the colony, to raise the quality and character of the settlers, 

and to give a higher ttlllC to society. TIH) King took a most judicious 
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method to accomplish this. He resolved to confer upon the (~overnment 

a degree of comparative splendor, worthy of the great nation of which it 

was a dependency. In 166!, he sent out to Quebec" the most brilliant 
emigration that had ever sailed from France for the ?-J ow "W orId. It 
consisted of a Viceroy, a Governor General, an Intendant, ann oLher 

necessary officers of the civil government-the regiment of Carignan, 

comanded by Colon~l de Salieres, and officercd by sixty or seventy French 

gentlemen, most of whom were connccted with the noblesse. ;\Ianyof 

these gentlemen settled in the province, and having obtained coo('I'",ion8 

of the waste lands, became the rwUlcsse of the colony, and were the 

ancestors of the best French families of the present day. The beneficial 

manner in which this infusion of superior blood, education and accoUl­
plishment8 Ulust have operated; as regards the social and domestic 

manners of the colonists, previously devoted to the hUlllblest occupations 

of trade, may be easily imagined. Lib'l'al tast€R wen: encouraged­

spntiments of honor and generosity pervaded the highccit r,mk 111 

society, the influence of which was speedily felt through every class of 

the inhabitants. The 1\Iarquis de 'rracy, who had tl:ie commission of 

Viceroy, staid little more than a YC,jr ill the province. He made a 

successful expedition against thc Ircquui:;, anel returning to Frar.ce, 
carried with him the affections of all the inhabitants. He maintaineu a 

state which had never before been seen in CanaLla, rightly j ud~illg that 

in a colony at so great a distance from the mother country, the royal 

authority should be maintained before the public eye in all its external 

dignity and observances. Resides the regiuJ.cu t of Carignan, he was 

allowed to maintain .1 body guard, wearing tho Sl1ll1C uuifol'lll as the 

Garde Rovale of France. Ho always l1ppearcd 011 sbtc- occasions with 

these guards, twenty-four in number, who prcceucd him. Four pages 

immediately accompanicd him, followed by six valets,- the whole sur­

rounded by the officers of the Carignan regiment, and of' the civil depart­

mcnts. ':.\1. De Courcellcs, the Governor General, and 1\1. De 'ralon, 

the Intendant, had each a splendid equipage. It is mentioned in an 

interesting French manuscript, from which we have taken much valuable 

information never before published, that as both these gentlemen were 

occn of birth, education, handsome figure and accomplished manners, 

they gave a most favorable impression of the royal authority, then :first 

.5 
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personally represen ted in New France."* Nor do titled men seem to have 

been scarce in the colony since it has become a British dependency-the 

brightest jewel in Yictoria's Crown. Without dwelling on the several 

instances in which British noblemen have becn identified with the colony, 

either by marriJge, residence, real estate, or otherwise; without describ· 

ing the visits pair] to Canada by members of tbe Royal family, peers of 

the realm and others--as e:lrly as the 14th August, 1787, the royal ban· 

nCI" of England streamed from the quarter-deck of'the Pegasus frigate, 

snugly moored in the port of Quebec, when tbe future sovereign of England 

(William IV.) was on a friendly visit to his august father's new subjects. 

The 10,000 U. E. Loyalists, who had crowded into Canada, insisted on this 

occasion on his leaving his name to Sorel, one of tbeir strongholds. 

The subject of the following notice=-wbich we find in the Montreal 

Gazette-vfUs known in the upper circles of society in this city. One 

would fancy that the Norman and the Saxon have become one on the 

banks of the St. Lawrence, as well as on those of the Thames. The 

Duke of Hichmond was onc of our best governors; the Chevalicr de 

LaCorne, one of our greatest warriors: 
.. The purish church bells tolled yc~terday in commemoration of' the 

death of ;\Ii,;s ;\hry Ann Margarct Lennox, daughter of ~lajor the Earl 

Ill' Lennox, who died last IIIouday morning. Miss Lennox, by her 

father, was a granddaughter of the Duke of I-Iennox and Richmond, in 

the pecrage of Great Britain, Duke of c\ubigny in tbat of France, and 
Earl of ;\la1"ch in that of the United Kingdom. By her mother she was 

.1 descendant of the LaCorne family, a race which is eminent in tbe early 

history of Canada for its services to thc State, and as such was reiated to 

the DeBouchervilles, DeLanauclieres, Duchesnays, and other ancient 

Canadian families. Her sister, Mis~ Charlottc Lennox, died about two 
months ago. The funeral services wcre held yesterday, when her 
remains werc placed in the vaults of' the church of N otre·Dame·de­
Toutes·Grices, at Cotcau-St.-Luc" 

CAPTAIN REDOUT. 

A correspoudent, over the signature of "Query," writes us (Ql!e~ec 
lIfo1"llilig Ohronide) as follows: 

"We read in IIIcGee's History 1If' Treland, volume ~, page 691, that on 
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the 16th December, 1796, n French fleet, carrying a formidable army, 

nnder Hoelle aud Grouchy, sailed from Brest to invade Ireland. It was 

composed of 17 sail of the lino, 13 frigates and 13 ~ll1a\Ier ships, one of' 

the largest, the In:lumptable, carrying SO guns, WltS commandod by a 
C'ttnadian named Bedout, Who was this Capt. Bedout, whose merit 
and nautioal science could procure him from the French Government 

(never too prone to recognize talent in colonists) suoh an exalted post 38 

commander of a line-of-battle ship? Can no one tell?" 

A correspondent, oyer the ~ignature of ,,; E. G.," sends the following 

reply to the query published in yesterday's issue: 
" The near-Admiral Bedout mentioued in McGee's History of Ireland 

was born in Quebec, in 11.)1. His father was a seigllior and a melll ber 
of the Conseil Sllpcn·clll'. Tho whole famil'y removed to France at the 

time of the cession, in 1763, and.J aeques, the subject of this notice, 

entered the French navy, ,vhere he diHtinguished himself on several oc­

cltsions, and was promoted by Napoleon to the rank of Hear-Admiral, 
and afterwards decorated with the Croix de lu Le!Jl(JIl d'lI01lTlclll'. He 
died in 1816. Our historianR, Bibawl and (lanwau, haY<' ret.:ol'(led 
Beuout's nallle as well as those of other French l'debriti,)s who~e early 

years had been passed on the borders of the St. Lawrence." He waH ODe 
of the ancestors of the Par:et family. 

OBITUARY. 

The parish of'St. Fran90is de la Beance, says the Journal de Quebec, mt", 
on the lIth inst., the scene of a solemu and touching cereulOny. Allllost 
3,500 persons, congregated from the different parishes of the county, 

and even from this city, thronged the choir, nave and galleries of the 
spacious and magnifbent local church. This multitude had gathered 

together to pay the last tribnte of respect to a man regretted by all whu 

had the plea~ure of his acquaintance, by all who had an opportuuity of 

appreciating the generosity and benevolence of his heart. 

Charles Joseph Chaussegros de Lcry, EsCi-, one of the seigneurs of 

Rigaud- Vaudreuil and other places, eldest sou of the Honorable Charles 
Etienne Chaussegros de Lery, member of the Executiye Council, and of 
the late Marie J osephte Fraser, and nephew of the late Viscount de 

Lery, Lieutenant-General in the service of France, was born at Quebec 
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on the 2nd September, 1800. Descended from one of the oldest families 

of the province, whose members, both under French rule and the pre. 

sent government, filled, with approbation, the most important offices of 

trust in the colony; allied to the best Canadian families, and by the 

mother';:; side, to one of the most illustrious houses of Scotland, lVlr.de Lery 

nobly bore his honorable name. After having, with honor and success, 

devoted tLc first and !-,reatest portion of his life to the service of his 

couutry, iu the career f'olluwed by his father before him, he abandoned 

-!lOW ~"lJle fifk"lI years sillce-public life to devote himself exclusively 

to the adnlllcemcut aud l'oloui:mtiou of his s~iguiory, Uuder his 

mana~:cment, aud that of all able and worthy friend, the respected cure 

of the pari~ll, St. Fran~ois, now noted for its gold mines, progressed 

rapidly and soon became the most important parish in the county. Mr. 

de L{·ry WelS frequently solicite<l to re-enter the arena of politics, but 

alwelp l'cl'~i."tently refused; hc preferrcd to devote his leisure hours to 

the il!tC'l'l·,rs of his cens/tll/res, who all respected him 1)S a father, and 

often "ulJlllitted their mutual petty disagreements to his arbitration. 

His wealth, ~ocial rank, knowledge, and above ali, his urbanity, reno 

dered the bsk to him au easy and an agreeable one, and all who came to 

con,,\1lt hinl and lay before him their IU.tle differences, invariably 

retllmed homc satisfied with his decisions. 

C(J~lTE DE DOUGLAS, 

Rorn at Montreal in 17-!7; died at Paris in IS-U. Louis Archambault, 

Corntc de DOUgla8, it appt';lr~, had obtaincd rank in the peerage of France 

with that title. He had ~ucceeded, in 1770, his uncle, Charles Joseph 

de Douglas, Comte et Sei~lIieul' de 1\10ntI'6'11, in France, who, with one 
of his brothers, had accompanied Charles Edward in his chivalrous at­

tempt to recover the throne of his ancestors, and was taken prisoner at 

the battle of Culloden. TllU~ the French Canadian Comte de Douglas, 

is said to have sprung from one of the most illustrious families in Europe i 

and it is stated that his maternal grandfather was governor of ~Iontreal, 
when Canada was a French colony.t 

-r An Earl of Douglas was )llude Due de Touraine, and a Duke of Hamilton becJ,we 
Due de I}hatelherault in France. about 1425. (Les ECQ •• ai8 en F"ance par Francesque 
Michel. I 
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"OUTI,INE OF A FEW CONSPICUOUS U. E. LOYALISTS, WHO FLED TO 

NOVA SCOTIA AND UPPER CANADA AF'l'ER THE A)IEltlCAN REVOLU­

TION (1788), WITH PER>'O:\'AT. ItE:\IINISf'EI\CES OF EARLY F!El'­

TLERS." -Parliamelllal'p l1Jmwscrlpls c(Jll~cled b!) U. Coventr!), Esq.­

(REVIEWED BY J. or. L.) 

THE foregoing is a subject about which, in our opinion, the bulk of' 
. Lower Canadians, notwi'tbstanding their knowledge of Canadian 

history, know very little; . in fact, tllOse who have the courage to 
be canlEd, will promptly adm'tt that in their minds a haze of uncertainty 
bas hovered for a long time as to the exact menning of the word (( U. E. 

Loyalists," :md that they 00 not clearly umlel'staml what is meant 
by "Nova Scotia Knights." 'l'hpy can readily tell you how many 
trips Jacques Cartier or Champlain made t,) New France; of the 

thrashing General Levis gave General Murray on the Ste. Foy heights 
in 1760; of the harrowing tale of the shipwrecked French refugees 

on Cape Breton in 1761; of the arbitrary banishment of the Aca­
dians: but be cautious how you parade before their eyes the mystic 
combination "U. E. Loyalists," else many will fancy you are attempt­
ing to enlist their sylllpathy in favor of some new l'IIasonic order, 
mayhap an Orange lodge, or perchance some secret political organization 

possibly like tbe Knights of the Golden Circle, or the D.M.D.t With all 

due deference to their historical lore, I see no cogent reason why the 10,000 

English refugees who, :Mr. Coventry tells us, "were the founders of 

the present prosperity of Upper Canada," should be more ignored in 

the aunals of this, our common country, than were the French refugees 
who returned to the parent state a century back. At their removal, 
honors were lavished on both classes by their respective soyereign~, and 

several of them have left their mark in hiHtory. 
---------------------t Defencters of the Monroe Doctrine. 
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Before proceeding further in this inquiry, let us award our meed of 

praise to the enlightened statesmen who have been instrumentai in 

rescuing from oblivion the memories of the brave and honorable men 

who, at the close of the American revolutionary struggle, made the 

western portion of Canada their home. To the late Hon. William Hamil. 

ton Merritt and to the lIon . James Morris, the descendants of these 

worthies owe a debt of gratitude for having procured the support and 

sanction of the legislature to the measures they devised in order to compile 

the important parliamentary papers and manuscripts now styled" The 

Simcoe Papers and Manuscripts relating to the U. E. Loyalists;" and if 

I should venture to say thut what has been collected can only be con Rid· 

ered 3S a first in~talment, it i~ not with the view of disparaging the labours 

of ]\Ir. Coventry, the gentleman employed by Parliament to transcribe 

these doculLents. I merely wish to record my opinion, that compared to 

the rich mines of historical facts and data procured at government expense 

in France, ill the United State, and elsewhere, relating chiefly to Lower 

Canada, the Coventry Manuscripts appear but the forerunners of a com· 

prehensive compilation necessary fiJr a full history of that progressive 

western portion of the Canadas. Anyone viewing what material the 

Archives de ht Guerl'e, the .'1l'c"(l'e8 de la. J1Iorille, the Albany State 
Documents, and the olll census tables of France have furnished to Mr. 
Faribault, Mr. U arneau, 1\11'. Ribaud and others, for the history of Lower 

Canada, will confess that our portion of the country has been dealt with 

most liberally. It is not every day, be it remembered, that a Lower 

Canadian is warranted in Atatiog that Lower Canada has in one respect 

had a larger portion of the loavcs and fishes than its sister province! 

'1'0 prevent disappointment., let us, at the onset state, for the benefit of 

the ~I),OOO desc(mdunts of the famous 10,111)1) " founders of western pros· 

perity," that it is not in this short sketch, penlled by a FreDch Canadian in 

a leisure hour, that they are to look fur the whole pedigree and domestic 
history of their worthy grandfathers. 

Should the nephews of U. E. Loyalists be as kindly treated by the 

government of the aay, WTtI'/I Canada wilt be ?'eceived (/5 a Sovereign 

Stall', 1'n the !jI'eat R'pnbl/r, some time about the year 1964, as their 

fathers were by the house of Hanover in the last century, they will, 
indeed, be accounted a furtunate race. 
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Let us now hear Mr. Coventry, without adopting all bis conclusions: 
"Upper Canada may be BRid to have been founded by American 

Loyalists, who were driven from their e.)untry at the Revolutionary ·War. 

The whole country was a wilderness, as the FreDch, who wer'" the pre­
vious occupiers, had taken no plins to dear or colonize it. * 'Tis true 
that at Detroit., where they had a fort, they induced a few individuals to 

settle around, aod also on the Canadian shore, the descendants of whom 
remain there to the present day. .:\ fter the British flag triumphed, 
they remained unmolested, as well as those who chose to remain in the 
Lower Province. 

" The great work, therefore, (If subduing the forests and of bringing the 

rich tracts of land under cultivation, was left to the indomitable courage, 
energy, and perbeverunce of the settlers, protected and encouraged by 
the mother country. 

" Thc principal object of the line of division of Canada, aR establii:ihed 

by Mr. Pitt's Act, was to place them, as a body, by themselvc~, and to 
allow them to be governed by laws more congenial than those which 

were deemed requisite for the French, on the St. Lawrence. 

" 'I'his decision arose from the tenor of the Treaty of Capitnlation at 
Montreal, which was on so liberal a scale that when finally ratified at 
Fontainebleau, the French [the. Canadians, JUl'. Coventry means] were 

to enjoy, unlllolested, their own religion, their own laws, their civil 
rights, to retire when they pleased, anit to dispoRe of their estates to 
British subjects. 

" Of course they came under the general rules laid down by the British 
Government and Governor; nor were they entitled to grants of land, 

which were so freely given to Loyalists and soldiers who had so bravely 

fought under the British flag. They continued to pursue their old­
fashioned way of living, and for many years gave no political trouble. 

"Previous to nIr. Pitt's Act coming into operation in 1791. many large 

grants of land were made, but the names of the parties were not registered 

in the Crown Land Department, nor were the locations known, as it fre­

quently happened that such grants were sold and not taken up until many 

It is only necessary to refer to the chronicles of the past to ascertain whether or 
not tbe French took pains to ~olonizc Ncw Fmnce.-J. Jr. L. 
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years afterwards. Consequently our information is very meagre relative 

to the progre~8 of the colony whilst under military rule . 

.. There were no official surveys of lands until 1792, when about 20,000 

ncrcs were surveyed in York, Scarboro' and Cramahe. Old settlers, from 

the taking of Furt Niagara in 1759 to the above period, located where 

tlley pleased, \\';th tilt' ,:.,(rant of" L:md War~ants," which held good in 

after years by proof of possession and clearance. 

" Some of tha old settlers in the ~; iagara district have told TJe that the 

property they now hold has not been registered to this dayj-they hold 

J'ussession by prescriptive right, having been on their farms for upwards 
of eighty years. 

" As our enquiry is confined to Upper Canada, we need not enter 

upon the surveys of the Lower Province; suffice it to say, that after the 

Treaty of Fontainebleau, in 1763, the Crown was desirous to establish the 

boundary of t,he Roman Catholic grants. Conseqnently 5,000 acres were 

awarded to thc ~ elllinary Domain, and the outskirts cf the City of Que. 

bec pareelled out to thc British settlers who remained with the govern· 

ment. Up to the year 1780, ubout 80,000 acres were surveyed by order 

(If the British governors, part of which the government retained, and 

the remainder was given to the military. The rise and progress of 

a newly-settled country is at all times an interesting topic. Nothing 

affurds so much entertaing infurmation to young people as the adventures 
uf Hobinson Crusoe, the result of De Foe's fruitful imagination j and 

the pleasing picture of Paul and Virginia, by Bernardin de St. Pierre, 

in the Mauritius, will be handed down to succeeding generations; the 

result, howerer, of such utopean lives i~ of no practical use to families 

in the present organized state of society . 
• i Settlers in a Canadian wilderness had to bear the burthen and heat 

of the day; had to exist by the sweat of their brow; to undergo wonder· 
ful privations and to pass through realities which would scarcely be 
crediled in a work of fiction. Still a century has passed and proved 

the truth of the assertions of Macaulay, that the British Colunies have 
become far mightier and wealthier than the realms which Curtez and 

Pizarro had added to the dominions of Charles the Fifth. 

/( The history of the country, therefore, during the la3t centnry, is 

eminently the history of physical, of moral and intellectual improvement. 
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" The history of the settlers; the progress of agriculture, of horti­
culture, of the useful and ornamental; the change in the habits and 

manncrs of the people; the exchange of the spinning wheel for im­
ported finery; the daily luxury and eomforts of the inhabitants, con­
trasted with the privations of their ancestors, will all form subjects of 
interesting moment in the results of our inquiries. 

"The people having their daily duties b perform, with a constant 
suc~ession of work from sunrise to sunset, were cut off from all inter­
course with the world, and for months together never saw a white man's 
footstep around their dwellings. A solitary Indian occasionally cI'ossed 
their grounds "ith whom they traded for skins and deer. They might 
almost literally be said to have existed in a state of nature-old asso­

ciations were their thoughts and the reflection that th0Y were laying the 
foundation of prosperity for their children. The Bible they carried 
with them formed their princip11 polace and consolation-and thcir cn­
deavors were blessed. The superstition so charactcristic of the abori· 

ginies seemed to form no part of their existence. Their minds werc 
constantly occupied with some useful work, and as the shades of eveni[]g 
drew around them they retired, and in such sound sleep th:lt a monarch 
would have envied. At that period there was but one road through the 
country, a sort of military highway leadi[]g from Toro[]to to l\J ontreal, 
and an Indian path leading to Pcnebnguishi[]e, where a fort was erected 
and garrisoned by a few soldiers. BctwJen these two points messages 
were sent backwards and forwards with unerring certainty by Indian 

guides, similar to David and Solomon's running footmen. 
'C There was no money except that which Government distrihuteLl for 

the pay of the troops ' 
"Those who were fortunate enough to have loclted in the vicinity of 

an encampment, or a fort, wcre liberally paid for their produce, and the 
cash was speedily put away in an old stocking, or locked up for posterity 

to gloat the eye upon. 
" Thieves were unknown, and crime of any description was a rare oc-

currence. 
" The Government was as liberal as the most fastidious could desire. 

It gave them land, tools, materials for building, and the means of sub· 
sisting for two or three years, and to eaeh of their children, as t.hey 1l1'-

6 
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came of age, two hundred acres of land. Families at the present day 
speak with pride, pleasure and thankfulness of the liberality of the 

British Government in affording them assistance in the wilderness­

they continueu staunch anu loyal to thcir sovereign, ever ready in any 

emergency to preserve untarnished the honor of the country. 'THANK 

GOD I A:II A TRUE BaITo:\" was instilled into the mind from infancy. 

Intimately connected with the rise and progress of Upper Canada, there 

is an important cbss of settlers who demands our espe\lial attention. I 

allude to the U. E. Loyalists. 

U Those extraordinary men underwent the severeet trials and priva­

tions for their determined loyalty to t.he House of Hanover. 

" Noone can have the slightest conception of the misery that civil 

war entails until after the perusal of 311'_ Sabine's History; every re­

fined cruelty of which the humln mind is susceptible was practised on 

thosc upholders of the cause of a limited monarchy. 

" Doubtle,~, retaliation was, in a measurc, the order of the day; 80 

that scent'~ were ,bily witnesscd as harrowing to a philanthropist as 

during the reign of terror in France under Robespierre and Danton. 

"The Jives tbat were sacrificed Juring the seven years' struggli! for 

independence can never be ascertained; so that, rather than prolong the 

war, uOll to spare the further effusion of blood, tIle Minister adopted 

the humanc principle of completing a treaty that was by no means satis­

factory to the greaU·r portion of enlightened politicians. 

"Those "ho arc interested in the history of nations should, by all 

lllcan~, vut:1 i II ~',! r. Sabine's useful and interesting work; but as it is now 

scarce, I shall subjvin a few Botic"s of extraordinary characters who 

figured in the revolutionary struggle, who afterwards took refuge in 

Canada and Nova Scotia, and who acted as pioneers in clearing the wil­

derness, and by perseverance and industry reared families whose des­

cendants have since shone conspicious in the annals of the country. As 

Upper Canada had few actual settlers previous to the termination of 

American hogtilities, nor any accommodation for the reception of re­

fugees, we have to trace the stream of loyalists who made their escape to 

the shores of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, where they arrived ill 

British ships by thousands, and afterwards branched out in various 

direction! as they obtained grants of land in various sections of the colony. 
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il Some few came over by way of Niagara, under the auspices of Sir 
William Johnson, and afterwards under the administration of Ueneral 
Simcoe. Their history is extremely interesting, shewing the wonderful 

vicissitudes of Immun life, and may be held up as beacons to those 

grumblers of the present day, who have not the same manliness, forti­
tude and presence of mind to meet the easualities incidental to the 
changes that at times take place under every form of government. 

" The loyalist officers at the close of the war retired on half-pay. 

" This stipend they received during life, and they also received grants 
of land according to their rank. 

"lUauy were nppointed to respoll~ible aUlI lucrative civil offices, and 

some even administered the Government of the colony in which they 
resided: General Simcoe, for instance, who commanded the Queen's 

Rangers in the Revolutionary war. Nothing in the history of those ex­
traordinary men is so remarkable as their longevity. Scnral lived to 

enjoy their pay for upwards of half a century, and so COUllllon among 
them were the ages of eighty and eighty-five, nin ely and even uinety_ 
five, that the saying became proverbial-' Loyalist half-pay officer~ uever 
die.' So courteous and liberal was the British Government, that even 

after the death of those old officers, many widows and orphans were re­
cipients of various sums, amounting to between £20,000 and £:W,OOO 

per annltm, (aye and as mueh as £50,000.) 
« VIe have previously remarked that tho~e who are curi:ms to know 

the fate of from 7,000 to 10,000 loyalists should consult 1\11'. Sabine's 

valuable work. 
« In our selection we shall notice a few conspiuuous families who 

fled from the States at a very early period of Upper Cnnadian history." 

It is with those prefatory remarks that }lr. Coventry ushers in the 

bright galaxy of loyal men whose allegiance to the House of Hanover 

was so substantially rewarded, whose orphans :J!1d widows receivctl a~ 

much a~ £50,000 per annum from the British Exchequer. Good olden 
time, 1\1r. Coventry! Happy age this was! Let us not, however, 

dwell on the sunny picture too long, lest it should call forth an invidious 
comparison betweeu (he treatment ex perieueccl by GovcflJor Siml'oe's and 

Sir William Johnston's friends, and that meted out to the H'lccessful rc­

formers of abuses in 1838-9, in Eastern and -nr estern Canada. They, too, 
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were the sonl:> of llIen who had Htood up for Britain's flag in 1775 and 

1 SU; but" let the pnHt bury its dead." The U. E. Loyalists were 

bran', let us honor them; they sacrificed their comforts, their worldly 

n,t'<lIlS, tu t I.e chrinc of consistency, and consistency is a jewel; let us 

chl'ri~h their memory! 

liut how shall we becomin;;ly recount the ouyssey of their sufferings 

in the wilds of Western Canada? How shall we depict their valor 

in lVar? J,ct Chrysler's Farm, let Lundy's Lane, let Queenston 

Heights, let the battle fields of IS U-13-It unfold their honored records. 

The Cuventry manuscriptH contain sketches of the following U. E. 
Lllpli~t~ and e:n'ly sdtlers of Upper Canada: 

The Smiths, Ii ambles, ;\ndersons, Jones, Lymans, Rubinsons, Bald­

wins, Sir James McCaulay, Hon .• Juhn 'Wilson, .John Strachan, Capt. 

Janlcl:> Dittrid:, Hilger Bates, Mrs. White, Joseph Brant, Thomas 

Horner, Hon. ;\1. DeBoucllC'rvi\le,* Ilon. John Stewart, Hon, W.l\1orris, 

~,luhawk Chief Martin, lIun. Samuel Crane, Nicholas Browse, Jacob De 

Witt, lIon. George Crookshank, Sir Joseph Brook, Hon. James Crooks, 
(: l'IIrge nrouse, l\1.P.P.; Dr. Schoeficld, Hon. John 1\1olson, Han. John 

McDonald, 'rhomas 1\1erritt, Jacob Bowman, Hon. Henry Ruttan, Han . 

. r ohn Elmsley, C ilief .J usticc'; lIon. Peter Russell, Administrat~·; Han. 

Henry Allcock, Chief Justice; W. Weeks, l\I.P.P.; John White, At· 

torney-Geneml; l\I1'~. Secol'll, of Chippewa; Col Clark, Port Dalhousie; 

Hon. W. Hamilton 1\1erritt, Philemon Wright, the first settler on the 

Oltawa; Rev .. J ohn Stuart, Frontenac; Tecumseh j 1\1rs. Clench, of 

Niagara; 1\1rs .. J olm Gibson, of Grantham; John Kilburn; James Rich· 
al'llson, of Glover Hill; also a statement of the sufferings of' the clergy 

at the American revolution. This paper is particularly interesting. 
(lut of such a rich casket of historical g'C:lllS, who will dare to Felect ? 

(Jere i~ ali vely sketch of au IUllian warrior, 'recull1seh-agenuine product 
of ~1Tl AUH'l'ic:1n [most: as such I chall add it to tho Jlllple LCllve~ and 

insert it possibly in a subsequellt paper. And here are traits of devotion and 

disinterestedness, scraps of' family history, feats of personal prowess, inci-

"'lIon. Mr. DeBoucherville is a linen! dCBCclldant of the old Governor of Three 
Ri'lcr~, and founder of the village of DcBOI)l'hervilJe, 
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deuts of the battlefield; how shall I crowd t.hcm all in the narrow limit~ 

of this record of Canadian worth and Canadian gallantry? Yes, how? I 

acknowledge the idea d istn""e~ me much; ('nough at any rate for to-day. 

liut before closing li,tcu tll thc ([uaint gOEsip of a very wortlJY and ancient 

dame ofsomc 79 summers, ~lrs. White.t "Thc Bay ofQuintl; was covered 

with ducks, of which wc could obtain allY (luantity from the Indian:,. 

As to fish, tIley could be had by fishing with a scoup. I havc often 

spcarc(1 large salmon with a pitch fOrlL" Only fancy, spearing s:llmon 

with a pitch fork! "Now and then provisions ran very scanty, but 

there being plenty of l'nll frogs, we fared sumptuously." Good 

gracious! to think that the U. E. Loyalists were veritable: frog­

caters. "Eating bull frogs a sumptuous fare!" Oh, Mrs. White! Mrs. 

Wbite! However, there was just as excellent areason for eati ng bull frogs 

in Upper Canada in 17::':8, as there was for eating 10r8e flcsht in Ltlwcl' 

Canada some thirty years previously; there/ws nothill!J else to cat. Let 

us continue. "This," says Mrs. "Thite, "was the time of the famine, T 

think, in 17~S; we were obliged to dig up our potatoes, ::tf'ter planting 

them, to eat. IVe never thought of these privations, but werc alwap 

happy and cheerful. No unsettled minds; no politicabtrifc about church 

government, or squabbling municipal cou!1cils. We left everything to 

our faithful Governor.§ I have often heard my father and my mother say 

~~~~~- -----~----~-~---

t Reminiscences of Mrs. White, of White's 1I1il1s, near Cobonrg. 

:j: Montcalm had had 1500 horses slaughtered for the inbabitants of Canada in 
1758. 

~"Let us do justice to the memory of a really great man; that /irst Govern,,. (Simcoe) 
was nc mere soldier. While his military designs entitled him to rank with Wolfo and 
Drock. as the preserver of Canad" to the Crown of Great Britain, his large views uf 
ci"ii policy went fa~ bcyond all the mon-ciyilians by profession-who haye been en­
trusteel with the supreme direction uf affairs in this country. I was glad to see that at 
the great pioneer fcstin,l held at London a few weeks ago, the name of General Sim­
cue was not forgotten. for it is a name tbat mllst always remain inscribed on the comer 
stone of the history uf Western Canada. I do not know a more in teresting or instruc­
tive pieturc of any Canadian Gu\·crnor, not even that which Peter Kahn gONe, in 17·15. 
of the reuolVuecl Marquis do lrt Galliss(llOiere, than is given by tbo Duke do b noche­
foucault Licn(~ourr I of Lieut.· Guvernor Simcoe, in his tra.vels in North America iu tho 
year 1795. The French Duke fuund Upper Canada' a new country, or rather,' he 
:mys, ':1 country about to 1e fOrIned;' antI its Governur, 'a. Ulall of illdepOlhlclit fur­
tunc,' whose only incitement to accept the office was the hope of thereby rcutlering a 
~reat serdce La his native land. (Governor Simcoe/ he says,' was of (lpinion that 
u)t only woulcl Upper Canada be fouad quite able to sust.ain all her own inhabitants. 
but that she mi"ht become a granary to England '-a stl,tesman's hope which has been 
fully realize. I ! ~De 1:1 ltochefoucault describes an incident of his rule, which came 
Inder his own notice. 'Wo met,' he says (speaking of an excursion ho made with the 
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that they had no cause of complaint in any shape, and were always thank. 

ful to the Government for its kind assistance in the hour of need. or 
an evening, my father would make shoes of deerskin for the children, and 

my mother, make home.spun dresee s. We had no doctors, no lawyers, no 

stated clergy. We had prayers at home, and put our trust in Providence' 

A n old woman in the next clearance was chief physician to the surround· 

ing country as it gradually settled. A tree felI one day and hurt mother's 

hack very much; we sent for th e old woman, who came, steeped some 

wheat, made lye and applied it very 1:ot in a flannel; in a very short time 

she was as weI! as ever. Flax was cultivated in those halcyon days. One 

year we grew 700 cwt.; we spun and wove it into wearing apparel and 

table liuen. It lasted a long time. A handy fellow came along and 

made us our chamber looms, so that we might work away. We had no 

occasion for imported finery, nor, if we had, we could not have procured 

ally. As the girlc grew up and settlers came round, a wedding occasion' 

ally took place. There was but one minister, a Presbyterian, name.] 

Robert McDonald, a kind, warm·hearted man, who came on horseback 

through the woods from Kingston, and when he saw smoke from a house 

Le straight made up to the resideuce, where he was always welcome. He 

had a most powerful voice, when he became excited; he could be heard a 

mile off. All who were inclined to marry he spliced, with many a kind 

word to the young folks-' that they were sure to prosper by industry 

and perseverance.' He married lUr. White and myself. 

" When the other girls would smirk and look pleasant at him, and 
think him a great benefactor, he would chuck them under the chin and 

say-' 't will soon be your turn.' " 

l1overnor beyond Niagara), 'an American family, who, with some oxen, cows .~d 
aheep, were coming to Canada. ' We come, said they to the Goyernor-whom they.dld 
not know-: to see whether he will give us land.' 'Aye, aye,' tbe Governor rel~ilell, 
'you hlLvo tired gf the Federal government; you like no longer to have so many klDgS, 
you wi.h again for your alll father;' (it is thus the Governor calls the British m ,.arch 
when he speaks with Americans); 'you MO perfeotly right· come along, we loyo such 
good royalists as yon aro; we wiII give you land.' Such: sir, was the spirit uf the 
founder of Upper Canada-such was tho heneficienf policy which brea.thed into ~h~t 
soulless wilderness the hreath of life: and lo! your country became a liTing spm.t. 
'Come alo,:,g! we like such. good rOYlLlists as you are; we will give you land !'. ThiS 
.... as tho policy of Governor Simooe, thr.ee·qnarters.af a century lLgo-a polioy which reo 
bukes and puts to shame the narrow, Illusory and Texatious qua.ckery which obstructs 
the settloOlent of our reffil\ining lands at this moment <Lnd ,tands ~entry for barbarism 
in tho North-Wolt,'·-Jf.a .. '. L.tt.r to Dr. Parker in 1863. 
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Further on Mrs. White speaks of steamboats and railroads, with much 
greater raspect, however, than the late 1\11'. :Marchildon, M.P.P., and 
winds up this picture of a Canadian arcadia, by saying-" Give me the 

spinning wheel days, when girls were proud to wear a home-spun 
dress of their own spinning and weaving, not dreaming of high-heeled 
boots, thin shoes, hoops and crinoline, and salt-cellar bonnets." 

So mote it be. 

THE "tT. E." LOYALISTS. 

,. A Volunteer" writes ust as follows, viz :-
" Among the many communications which have graced your jour­

nal, and for which we are indebted to the facile pen of our respected 

townsman, J. M. LeMoine, there are few who possess so great an 
interest for us Anglo-Saxons, born on the soil, as the subject matter of 
Mr. J.Jel\1oine's letter of yesterday. Our fathers, through good and through 
evil report, stood firm in their allegiance to the British flag, and shed 

their blood in many a woll-fought field. Is there no history of the Pro­
vincial corps, raised in the different revolted states, which fought by the 
side of the British regulars? Are there no returns on file in the War 
Office, showing when and where these differeut corps were raised; how 
they were commanded and offieered, and what battles they fought? What 
officer:; ~urvived the war, and chose Lower Canada as their home? Have 
we no Napier to write in full the history of the U. E. Loyalists? 

t Qllebcc Noming Ch6nicle. 
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Qtge ~attIe jidhs of QLamtba, 

AN attempt is here made to supply a gap which no guide-book as yet 

has filled. That a. brief narrative of the chief encounters which 

have taken place on Canadian soil and on its borders, between rival armies, 

will prove acceptable, many firmly believe. These accounts will be collated 

from reliable sources: Charlevoix, Bancroft, Garneau, Christie, Bibaud, 

.J ohn G ilmary Shea, the ~ ew lork Historical lJlagazine, the New 

If/storical Picture of Queuec, compiled by the late Dr. John C. Fisher 

and the late Andrew Stuart, :nen distinguished alike for their vast erudi­

tion and high authority as writers. In these fighting days, when our 

American neighbours ha,e on foot larger armies than the old world 

can boast of, a glance at battle fields is not out of place. Although 

the narratives of our battles, in many cases, have been made up from 

letters and reports written by the leaders of regulars, and are calcu· 

Iated to exhibit in bright colors their superiority over volunteers or 

militia, enough occasionally transpires to show that the regulars met with 

hearty co-operation from the militia, and tllat in some hard fights, east and 

west, the militia can justly lay claim to the greater portion of the suc­

cess. It may be neither an unpleasant nor an unprofitable task to enquire 

how the bone and sinew of the country repelled aggression: the enquiry 

will give us no occasion to be asham.;d of our fathers. If, when the time 

e )lUeS, we can meet the in vader as stoutly as they did during the seven 

years' war, and during the two American invasions; if we are then for­

tunate enough to entwine our banner with wreaths as redolent of heroism 

as that of Carillon, Ste. Foy, Ch:1teauguay, Queenston, Lundy's Lane, we 
need not fear the verdict-either of posterity or of new masters, should 

" manifest destiny" ever hand us over to republican rule. vVe IDay then 

have a right to expect to be treated a~ men, having acted as such, in 
fulfilling one of the most sacred laws of nature fighting for our heal'ths­
our homes-our country. 
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crrl)c SiegeS' of ®ttebec, 1629.::: 

ONE who is conversant only with the petty and broken lines of 
European geography, cannot form any adequate conception of the 
political importance of our impregnable fortress. Placed, as if by the 
most consummate art, at the very lowest point that effectually commands 
the navigation of the largest body of fresh water in the world, Cape 
Diamond holds, and must forever hold, the keys not only of all the vast 
and fertile regions drained by our magnificent river, but of the almo~t 
untrodden world between Lakc Superior and the Rocky Mountains. 
On one side the icy barriers of the north, on tbe other, the dangers, 
delays and distempers of the Mississippi will for ever secure an almost 
exclusive preference to the great highway of the St. Lawrence. In 

Quebec and }Iontreal, respectively, must centre the dominion and the 
wealth of half a continent. 

Quebec has been styled the Gibraltar of America-a comparison that. 

conveys a more correct idea of its military strength than of its commer­
cial and political importance. Let the European reader complete the 
comparison by closing the Baltic, the Elbe, and the Rhine-turning the 

Danube westward into the English channel, and placing Gibraltar so as 
to comDland that noble stream's navigation of two thousand miles. 

Quebec, moreover, derives a vast degree of rclativa importance from 
its being almost the only fortified spot in North America. Over the 
whole continent nature has not planted a single rival; while art, in thc 
more level districts of the south, was in a great measure suspended by 

swamps and forests. 
The spirit of the French system of An:erican colonization appreciated 

fuJIy the unrivalled advantages of Quebec, and made Cape Diamond the 
fulcrum of a lever that was to shake the English colonies from their 
foundations. Every page of the earlier history of these regions forces 
)U the reflecting mind a fundamental distillction between the English 

IDd the French colonies in North America. The former were planted 
)y an intelligent people; the latter were founded by an ambitious gov­

~rnment. 

* From HatolcinB'B Picture of Queoec. 
7 
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The English settlements, forming, as it were, so many neutrally inde­

pendent States, directed their unfettered energies into the natural chan­

nels of agriculture and commerce. The French ones, entangled in the 

ml'~hcs of a net of unparallellcd extent, were but the inert parts of a 

political machine, powerful indeed, but unwieldy, expensive and unpro­

ductive. The French sought dominion in military power-the English 

cherished the spirit and enjoyed the blessings of freedom. Their fun­

damental destruction, while it gave France a temporary preponderance, 

could not fail to secure the ultimate triumph of her more enlightened, 

though less crafty, rival. 

From the struggJefl between the hereditary rivals sprung most of the 

eVl'ntful f)cenC's which form the subject of this chapter; and one cannot 

Lut \Vonuer that Quebec, the source of all the evils that afflicted the 

English ~ettlculcllt, was not more frequently the main object of attack. 

Sieges arc from various causes, such as the vicissitudes of fortune, the 

concentration of interest, the pre-eminent display of valor and genero­

sity, and other popular virtues, the most spirit-stirring occurences in 

warfare; but one of the sieges of Quebec is peculiarly interesting and 

import:lllt, from its cutting ofr' the contending commanders in the decisive 

hour of victory, changing the civil and political condition of vast and 

fertile regions, aud bringing to a close the European warfare which had 

rendered the basins of the St. Lawrence and the :Mississippi one vast 

field of blood and battle. 

jIany years, however, before the political jealousies of France and 

England rendered Quebec the object of unremit.ting a.nd vigorous con­

tention, several Indian tribes, influenced partly by a natural dislike of 

foreign intruders, anu partly by hereditary hostility towards the native 

allies of the strangers, had attempted to sweep away the scarcely-formed 

germs of our ripe and rich metropolis. In the year 1621, when the 

whole population of Quebec fell :;10rt of three score souls, the Five 

Nations, 01", as they are often termed, the Iroquois, surrounded a fortified 

post on the shore of the River St. Charles, but fearing the consequences 

of an actual assault, turned their murderous wrath on the chief objects 

of their vengeance, the Indian allies of the colony. It is but just here 

to offer the tribute of applause to the superiority of the French over the 

English in conciliating the aboriginal savages of tbe North American 
continent. 
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While the English fought their way by inches in almost every settle­
ment, the French generally lived on fraternal tcrms with their immediate 

neighbors, and engaged in hostilities with distallt tribes rather 3S allies 
than principals. The Indian wars of the English werc gcnerally civil 
ones; those of the French were almost universally foreign. In the in­
cursions, of which we have instanced one, the aim of the Iroquois was 
not so much the French as the Hnfons and the Algonq~ins. After a 
lapse of eight years of dubious security, Quebec, as if in antici pation of 

its final and permanent destiny, fell into the hancls of the hereclitary 

enemies of France. 
In the preceding year, that is in 1G:28, Sir David Kertk, accomp3nied 

by William de Oaen, a traitor to his country, penetrated as far ['s Tadou­
sac with a powerful squadron, and thence summoued the Governor of 
Quebec to an immediate surrender. Champlain, who had founded the 
colony, and whose name will Eve forever in a lake rich in historic re­
collections, had at that time the command of Quebec. The gallant 
commander, relying perhaps as much on a bold front as on the strength 
of the defences or the prowess of the garrison, saved the settlement from 
Kertk's irresistible force by the spirited reply of himself and his com­

panions. 
In July following, an English fleet under two brothers of Sir David 

Kertk, who remained himself at Tadousac, auchored unexpeeteclly before 
the town. Those who know the difficulty, even in the present day, of 
conveying intelligence between Quebec and the lower parts of the river, 
will not be surprised that the fleet should have almost literally brought 

the first intelligence of its own approach. 
The brothers immediately sent, under the protection of a white flag, 

the following summons, which breathes at once a consciousness of strength 

and a feeling of generosity :-
" July 19th, 1G:29. 

" SIR,-Our brother having last year informed you that sooner or later 
he would take Quebec, he desires us to offer you his friendship and re­
spects, as we also do on our part; and, knowing the wretched state of 
your garrison, we order you to surrender the fort and settlement of 

Quebec into our hands, offering you terms that you will consider rf'aSOll­

able, and which shall be granted on your surrer:tler. 
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CHA:\IPLAIN'S ANSWER. 

"GENTLE}IEN,-It is true that, owing to the want of succour and assist. 

ance from France, our distress is very great, and that we are incapable 

of' re.,i~bnl!c: I therefore desire that you will not fire on the town, nor 

hnd your troops until t.he articles of capitulation can be drawn up." 

~lrticlcs of Cup/ldal/on proposed by Champlain. 

" That. Messieurs Kertk shall produce the King of England's commis­

sion, by virtue of which they summon the place to surrender, as an 

evidence that war had been declared between France and England. That 

they should also produce authority by which they were empowered by 

their brother, D,wid Kertk, admiral of the fleet. That a vessel should 

be furnished for transporting to France all the French, without excepting 

two Indian women. That the soldiers should march out with their arms 

and baggage. 

" That the vessel to be pro,-ided to carry the garrison to France shall be 

well victualled, to be paid for in pel tries. That no violence or i::.sult 

shall be offered to any POl·SOll. That the vessel to be procured shall be 

ready for departure three days after their arrival at Tadoussac, and that 

they shall be transported." 

ANS WER OF THE KERTKS. 

" That they had _ not the commission from the King of England, but 

that their brother had it at Tadoussac; that they werc empowered by 

their brother to _treat with 1\11'. Champlain. 

"That a vessel would b0 provided, and if not snfficiently large, they 
would be put on board the ships of the fleet of England, and from thence 

sent to France. 

"That the Indian \~omen could not be given up, for reasons to be ex­

plained when they met. 

" That the officers and soldiers should march out with their arms, bag­

gage and other effects." 

Champlain's own proposals of capitulation satisfactorily demonstrate 

that, down to 1629, France had hardly any permanent footing in the 

country. By stipulating for the removal of" all the French" iu Quebec, 

Champlain seems to have considered that the province was virtually lost 

to France; and the single vessel which was to furnish the means of a 
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removal, reduces" all the French" in Quebec to a very paltry number. 
The humanity of the victors, however, had the effect of inducing most 
of the colonists to remain under the English government. 

With Quebec fell, of course, the wholc of Canada into the power of 
England. 

Champlain, with the partiality of a father for his child, strovc by the 
most pressing entreaties, and by the most natural exaggerations, to make 

his country wrest Quebec from England by negotiation or by arms. His 
countrymen, however, did not unanimously second the unsuccessful 
commander's blended aspirations of patriotism and ambition. With the 
exception of a few placemcn, and of a few zealots for commercial inter­
course and maritime enterprise, most of the leading men of France 
considered Canada merely as an expensive toy. The Government, 
therefore, permitted three years to elapse without employing any active 
means of recovering the lost colony, and at last adopted the alternative 
of negotiation, its cheapest and most powerful weapon against the gene­

rous prowess of England. 
In 1632, France recovered, by treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, Canada, 

along with the Acadian Peninsula and the Island of Cape Breton. 
Connected with this point of our interesting subject, a few obser­

vations on the colonial supremacy of Britain may not be deemed imper­

tinent by the intelligent reader. 
Before the decay of tbe feudal system, and the e&tablishmellt of 

standing armies had consolidated tae gigantic kingdoms of Spain and 

France, England was more than a match, in a fair field, for either of 
her more populous and more extensive rivals. Subsequently, however, 
to the introduction of those political and military innovations, England 
was induced, as well by necessity as by inclination, to cherish h'Jr navy 
as the safest and most cfficient Dleans of maintaining her high position 

among the powers of Europe. Not only has her navy secured to her 

uninterrupted blessings of national independence, and the proud rank 

of arbitress of Europe, but it has enabled hcr to reap the rich fruits of 
the colonial enterprize of France, Portugal at:d Holland. Sic vas non 
vobis! would have teen the appropriate, though a haughty inscription 
of her omnipre&ent and oDlnipotent banner. As if by the unerring hand 
of destiny, colony after colony, from Gange's banks to Erin's side, has 
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been made to submit, notwithstanding repeated restitutions, to the 

perm!tnent dominion of the British name; and a nation separated from 

all other nations, owes chiefly to that very separation the mastery of a 

world far more extensive than the" whole world" * of the Roman bard. 

But, however humiliating to rivals may have been the colonial conquests 

of England, the conquered colonies have found, in the blessings of 

political liberty and comparatively unrestricted commerce, an ample 

recompense for their share of national humiliation, and have generally 

acquiesced, with a feeling of peaceful gratitude, in the milder and 

happier order of things. 

Champlain was reinstated in the government of the recovered colony, 

and during the remaining years of his honorable life was exempted 

from the troubles, at least, of foreign invaRion. Quebec seems to have 

enjoyed a kind of dubious tranquility until, about twenty years after 

Champlain's death, the Five Nations, to the unusually large number of 

seven hundred warriors, after having massacred the natives and the 

coloni~ts in the open country, and committed the most cruel devastations, 

blochded Quebec for several successive months. Such a siege may 

occupy a very small share of our consitleration, but the recollections of 

the tomahawk and the knifet of the yeIling children of the forest are still 

vivid enough in Canada to rouse our definite sympathies for the dangers 

antl the di,tl'c.'scs of the unhappy citizens. The scene must have teemed 

with picturesque horrors, anll many bold and thrilling achievements, 

tloubtlcss, tleepened its terrible interest. This siege, although ulti­

mately baffled, was very prejudicial to the welfare of Quebec: its dangers 

and terrors drove many of the settlers to France in despair, and almost 

led to the ruin of the colon y . 
. _-_._--- -----------

'.' How singularly these words, penned in 1835 by one of the most gifted Canadians, 
n ow sound in 18M, when the debates in the Imperial Parliament anent the rejection of 
the Lyson's militia bill are still fresh in the memory of all: "Ships, colonies and com­
merce," was a grand idea then, not now.·-J . .lJ. L. 

t That the Indians were dangerous allies, the following inciuent, related in Moore's 
llldiall WO"s of the United Slates, clearly shows :_,r Mr Jones, an officer of the British 
army, had ,gaineu the affections of Miss MalTea, a lovely youn'" lady of amiable cha­
racter and spotlcss reputation, daughter of a gentleman attach~d to the Royal c.ause, 
residing near Fort Edward, and they had aO'recd to be married. In the course of 
f'ervice, the officer was rcmuYeJ to some dbtn n~e from his bride a.nd became anxious 
for her safety and desirous of her company. He cnO'!1O'ed some In'dians of two different 
tribes, to bring her to camp, and promisel] a keg of ~u;;' to the person who should deliver 
hCI' safe to him. :-;he dresscd to meet her bridegroom, and accompanied her Indian 
conductors; but, l,y the way, the two chiefs, each being desirons of receiving the 
promised reward, disputed which of them should deliver her to her lover. The dispute 
arOSe to I1 qUl1rrel, nnd according to their usunl method of disposing of I1 disputed 
prisoner, one of them instllntly cleft the helld of the lady with I1 tomllhn,wk," 
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Wl)ipps before ®uebec in 1690.t 

AFTER a lapse of about thirty years, Quebec, under the command 
of the gallant Count de Frontenac, made a vigurous and honorable 
defence in 1690, against the forces of Sir William Phipps, Governor of 
.Massach usetts. 

As this seige, in addition:to its intrinsic interest, was the fruit of the 
colonial system of Franco preyiously noticed, it demanc1~ a fuller and 

more circumstantial detail in any historical sketch of Quebec. 

For some years before the date of this seige, the French had vigorously 

availed themselves of their geographical position not merely to harass, 
but to circumscribe the colonies in New England and New York. The 

possession of ..,,,"cudia, which had been restorcd by Englund, in defiance 

of the remonstrance of the neighboring provinces, enabled France to 

commaud and cripple the commerce and the fisheries of the eastorn 

colonies; while the discovery of the Mississippi, in the year Hi10) and 

the subsequent attempts of :France to colonize its banks, excited serious 
alarms for the security of the more westerly settlements, 

The English colonies, roused to a sense of the impending llangers, 
made unparalleled exertions, both by land and sea, to deliyer themseIYes 
from their crafty and restless neighbors. 

In 1690, they took Port Royal, in Acadia, with a small force of seven 

hundred men; and, in the same year, made ajudiciously planned attempt 
on Quebec, the true centre of thc :French power in America. The iUl­

mediate cause of this attempt was the cruel invasion of the State of New 

York by the French in the beginning of the year. The French had 

concerted an attack on the, City of ~ ew York, to be made simultaneously 

by sea and land; but, though their main] design was disappointed by 

unforeseen circumstances, they sent forth marauding pafties to the 

south, that laid waste the country with fire and sword, aud murdered in 
cold blood the unresisting inhabitants of Schenectady with more than 

barbarian ferocity. 

The English colonists, provoked by an attack so cowardly, so atrocious 

and so uncommon cnn in the annals of American warfare, and haunted 

t From Hctwkill8'S Pict"re of Qnebec. 
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by undefined terrors of future encroachments and cruelty, determined, 

by means of their commissioners assembled at New York, to carry the 

war into Canada with all possible diligence. Having in vain requested 
from the mother country a supply of ships and ammunition, the colonists 
gallantly resolved to bear the whole burden of the invasion, and to ex. 
tricate themselves, at all hazards, from the rapidly closing net of the 

French. It is more than probable that had their invasion of Canada 

been successful, they wouli! have resisted, by something more than 

remonstrances, the restitution of the province to their inveterate and 
implacable enemies, and have anticipated by a permanent conquest the 
triumphs of the immortal Wolfe. 

The invading forces consisted of an army, that was to cross the country 
under General Winthrop, and a naval squadron under the command of 
({overnor Phipps. Of the army nothing more needs be said, than that 
like every other army on a similar errand, it was completely unsuccess· 

ful; to the "'luadron, which conducted the siege of Quebec, our last 
attention must bc given. 

As soon as the Count de Frontenac, who had tnrned his earlist atten· 
tion to the operations of the land army, was apprised of its retreat, he 

led back his troops with all possible diligence to reinforce the garrison 
of Quebec, having ordered the governors of Montreal and Three Rivers 
to follow him with all their disposable forces of militia and regulars. 

By extraordiLlary exertions, the gallant count put the city in a state 
at least of temporary defence before the arrival of the hostile squadron, 
and ~cems to have infused into his soldiers his own heroic confidence of 
success. 

Sir \Yilliam Phipps appeared before th'3 town on the 5th October, old 
style. Charlevoix, who uses the new style adopted by the French as 
early as 158:2, calls it the 16th. Although he was certainly neither a 
traitor nor a coward, the delay and irresolution vf the general were after­
wards complained of, probably owing to the great disappointment ofthe 
English colonists, at the failure of the expedition and the fruitless ex· 
pense which had been incurred. On the 6th October "it was COIl­

cluded," says Major Walley in his narrative, "that a summons should 
be sent ashore, of which the following is a copy: 
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" To Count Frontenac, Lieutenant General, and Governor fur the French 
King, at Canada, or in his absence, to his deputy, or him or them in 

chief command. 

" The war between the two crowns of England and France does not 
only sufficiently warrant, but thc destruction madc by thc French and 
Inuians under your command and encouragement, upon the persons and 
cstates of their Majesties' ~ubjccts of New England, without provoca­
tion on their part, hath put them under the necessity of this expedition, 
for their security and satisfaction, and although the p,ruelties and bar­

barities used against theill by the French and the Indians, might upon 

the present occasions prompt tu a severe revenge; yet being dcsiroug to 

avoid all inhumanity and unchristian-like action" and to prevent the 

shedding of blood a~ much as may be, I, William Phipps, Knight, do 

hereby and in the name and on behalf of their most excellent Majesties, 
William and Mary, King and Queen of England, Scotland, France and 

Ireland, defenders of the faith, and by order of their JUaje~ties said 
government of the Massachusetts colony in New England, demand a 

surrender of your forts and castles and the things and other stores, un­
embezzled, with a seasonable delivery of all captives, together with a 
surrender of all your persons and estates to my disposal. 

" Upon the doing whereof you may expect mercy from me, as a 
christian, according to what shall be found for their .Maj'sties' service 

and the subjects' security, which if you refuse forthwith to do, I come 

provided, and am resolved, by the help of God, on whom I trust, by 

force of arms, to revenge all wrongs and injuries offered, and bring you 
undcr subjection to the Crown of England; and, whcn too lute, make 

you wish you had accepted the favor tendered. 

" Your answer positive in an hour-returned with your own trumpet, 

with the return of mine, is requireu) upon the pcril that will ensue." 

* * * * * * * * * 
Finding the place prepared for defence, Sir William, after a fruit­

less attcmpt to capture it on the land sidc, by an attack on the River St. 

Charles, contented himself with a born bardment of the city, aad retired 

after staying a week in the harbor. All the English naratives of thc siege 

plausibly enough ascribed the defeat to Sir William's procrastinating 
disposition, but he seems on this occasion, n,t leal3t, to have had sufficient 

8 
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justification III thc obvious impropriety of attacking a city almost im­

prcgnable by nature, and swarming with zealous defenders. 

Charlevoix mentions that he was delayed by head winds and by bad 

pilots. But Sir William's delay, from whatever circumstances it sprung, 

was indubitably the sole calise of the subsequent disgrace and disaster. 

Had the English forccs arrivcd but three days sooner, they could not 

have failed to achieve au easy and almost bloodless conquest; but during 

that period, time for defence was afforded, and ~I. de Callieres, Governor 

of ~Iontrcal, had reinforced the garrison with the troops of the upper 

eouutry, and rendered the beseiged numerically superior t9 the besiegers. 

But evell in this apparently untoward circumstance Phipps might have 

discerned the gleams of certain victory, for the increased consumption of 

supplie~, originally scanty, would soon have enlisted on his side the 

powerful aid of famine. 

Our French manuscript clearly shows that even before Sir William's 

hasty departure) the garrison had deeply tasted the horrors of famine. 

The nuns re,tricted themselves to a daily morsel of bread; and the 

loaves which they furnished to j he soldiers were impatiently devoured in 

the shape of dough-terror and distress reigned in the city, "for," in 

the simple but affecting language of the writer, " every thing diminished 

excepting hunger." To add to the general confusion, the Engiish squa­

clron kept up a tremendous cannonade more to the alarm than to the 

injury of the inhabitants. ;\Iajor Walley'" Journal, besides being too 

prolix for onr JitJlits, is leos likely to interest the sympaties of the reader 

than the narratiYe of one of the beseiged. We therefore take the 

following extracts from our French manuscript: 

" It is easy to imagine how our alarms redoubled, when we heard the 

Iloise of the eannon we were more dead than alive, every time that the 

COlli bat wa~ renewed. The bullets fell on our premi&es in such numbers, 

that in ono day we s"nt twenty-six of them to our artillerymen to be sent 

back to the lDnglish. Several of us thought that w) were killed by 

them; the danger was so evident that the bravest officers regarded the 

capture of Quobec as inevitable. In spite of all our fears we prepared 

different places for the reception of the wounded, because the combat 

had commenced with an air to make us believe our hospital would not be 

capable of containing those who might have need of our assistance: but 
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God spared the blood of the French; there were few wounded and 

fewer killed. Quebec was very badly fortified for a siege; it contained 
very few arms and no provisions; and the troops that had come from 
Montreal had consumed the little food that there was in the city." 

" The fruits and vegetables of our garden were pillaged by the soldiers; 
they warmed themselves at our expense and burned our wood." 'I Every 

thing appeared sweet to u" provided we could be preserved from fallinu; 
into the hands of those whom we considered as the enemies of God, as 

well as of ourselves. 'We had not any professed artillerymen. Two cap­
tains lH. De l\Iaricourt* and De Lorimier, took charge of the batteries and 

pointed the cannon so accurately as hardly ever to miss. :U. De Maricourt 
shot down the flag of the admiral, and, a~ soon aH it fell, our Canadian,.; 

boldly ventured out in a cance to pick it up, and brought it ashore 
under the very beard of the English." 

1tbortil1C Qtxpcoition lit 1711.t 

THE defeat of Sir William Phipps was sensibly felt by the people of 

New England, who indeed were called upon to defray the expense, 
amounting to one hundred and fifty thousand pounds. They frequently 
represented to the British ~Iinistry the commercial advantages, which 

would result from the total expulsion of the French from North America. 

At last, in 1707, during the military glories of the reign of Queen Anne, 
distinguished by a :JIarlborough, as this age has been by a Wellington­

the Earl of Sunderland, Secretary of State, determind to make another 
attempt to dislodge the French from their almost impregnable position 

at Quebec. The armament intended for this object, under the command 

of General Macartney, was, however, diverted from its destinatioD, aDd 
ordered to Portugal, in consequence of the disastrous condition to which 

* One of the Baron de Longueil's heroic brothers,-See chapter on .. Canadien 
Noblesse," in first series of .Haple Lesve •. 

t From H",wkin.'. Picture of Qu.bec. 
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the affairs of the Queen's ally, Charles III., King of Spain, had been 

reduced by' the defeat of the allied forces at Almanza. 

In 1711, the project was resumed, only to result in a signal and 

mortifying failure. The plan of this expedition was suggested by a 

provincial officr'r, G encral Nicholson, who had just taken possession of 

':';ova Scoti:J, on wnieh occasion he had given the name of Annapolis to 

Port Royal. This officer had brought to London four Indian Chiefs, 

and had the audress to persuade the ministry to enter iuto the views of 

the X ew England States. The expedition consisted of five thousand 

troops from England, and two thousand provincials, under Brigadier 

General Hill, brother to the Qucen's favorite, Mrs. Masham. The naval 

rorce was very strong, and was placed under the command of Sir Hoven­

den Walker. The fleet met with constant fogs in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and was nearly destroyed on the Egg Islands, on the 22nd 

.\ ugust. Despairing of SUCcc'ss, the aomiral e·Jled a council of war, 

and it was uctcrmined to returu to Englaud without making any 

further attempt.. Eight transports* were lost on this disastrous day, with 

eight hundred ~,nd eighty-four officers, soldiers and seamen. The pro­

vineial land forces under General Nicholson, which had advanced as far 

as Albany, auJ had been joined by six hundred Iroquois, returned to 

their respectivc quarters on hearing of the failure of the naval expedi­

tion. It is remarkabl~ that during the heat of the factions of that day, 

the Whigs affected to consider this attempt 011 Quebec so perfectly 

uesperate an uuu"rtaking, that it was made one of the articles of 

impeachment against Harley, Earl of Oxford, that he had suffered it to 

go on. 

The Marquis De Vaudreuil, then Governor General of Canada, omitted 

no duty of a brave and prudent cfficer on this occasion. The rejoicings 

at t.>,uebee were naturally great at so signal a deliverance; and the 

Church of ~Natre Dame de la Victairet spoke the pious gratitude of the 
religious inhabitants, by assuming the title of Nutre Dame des Victoires . 

... It is supposed that the old hull of a wreck, still extant, on Cape Despair, Gasp~, 
belonged to this ill-fated expedition_-( J. ]'I. L.) 

t It is the lamQ church standing, to this day, opposite Blanchard's Hotel in the 
Lower Town Market.-(J. IV!. L.) 
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Wefeat of tUasl)ingtolt at Sort N tcessittJ,* 
JULY, 1754. 

AMIDST these preparations, 1\1. de Contrecffiur received intelligence 
that a large corps of British \\,:18 advancing against him, led by 
Colonel Washington. He forthwith charged M. de J nmonville to meet 
the latter, and admonish him to retire from what was French territory. 
Jumonville set out with an escort of thirty men; his orders were to be 
on his guard against a surprise, the country being in a state of commo­
tion, and the aborigines looking forward for war; accordingly his night 
campaigns were attendtd by great precaution. May 17, at evening.tide, 
he had retired into a deep and obscure valley, when some savages, prow­
ling about, discovered his little troop, and informed Washington of its 
being near to his line of route. The latter marched all night, in ord~r 
to come unawares upon the French. At day-break, he attacked them 
suddenly; Jumonville was killed along with nine of his men. French 
reporters of what passed on the occasion declared that a trumpeter made 
a sign to the British that he bore a lctter addressed to them by his com­
mandant; that the firing ceased, and it was only after he began to read 
the missive which he bore that the firing recommenced. Washington 
affirmed, on the contrary, that he was at the head of his column; that 
at sight of him the French ran to take up arms, and that it was false to 
say Jumonville announced himself to be a messenger. It is probable 
there may'be truth in both versions of the story; for the collision being 
precipitate, great confusion ensued. Washington resumed his march, 
but tremblingly, from a besetting fear of falling into an ambuscade. 
The death of J umon ville did not cause the war which ensued, for that 
was already resolved on, but only hastened it. Washington proceeded 
on his march; but staid by the way to erect a palisaded fastness, which 
he called F01't Necessity, on a bank of the )Ionongahela, a river tribu­
tary to the Ohio, and there waited for the arrival of more troops to enable 
him to attack Fort Duquesne (Pittsburg), when he was himself assailed. 

<;> Garneau's Riolory of Canada, Bell's translation. 
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Contrecreur, upon learning the tragic end of Jumonville, resolved to avenge 

his de:lth at once. He put six hundred Canadians and one hundred Savages 

under the orden; of the victim's brother, M. de Villierd, who set out directly. 

Villiers found, on his arrival at the scene of the late skirmish, the corpses 

of several Frenchmen; and near by, in a plain, the British drawn up in 

battle order, and ready to receive the I'hock. At Villiel's' first movement 

to attack them they fell back upon some illt,l'ellChments which they had 

formed, and, anued with nine pieces of artillery, Villiers had to combat 

forces under shelter, while his own were uncovered. The issue of the 

battle was doubtful for some time; but the Canadians fought with so 

much ardor that they silenced the British eannon with their musketry 

alone j and, after a struggle of ten hours' d'.lration, they obliged the 

enemy to capitulate, to be spared an assault. The discomfited British 

engHged to return the W8,Y they came; but they did not return in like 

order, for tlil'ir letrogradl~ march was so precipitate that they abandoned 

all, evcn their flag. Such were the unglorions exploits of the early 

military l"arccr of the conqueror of American Independence. The 

victors having razed the fort and broken up its gUDS, withdrew. War 

now appeared to be more imminent than ever, although wordR of peace 

were still spoken. Villicrs' victory was the first act in a great drama of 

twenty-ninc years' duration, in which Great Britain and France were 

dl'stinrd to saffer terrible (·heeks in America. 

JUilIONVILJ,E AND \\' ASHINGTON. * 
IT is somewhat curious to have, at this day, an examination of Wash­

ington's culpabilities in the .Jumonville affair from a member of the 

French officer's fumily. In the recently published work, Les Anciens 

('f/)wdiens, of Philippe Aubert de Gaspe, p. 396, is the following: 

Colonel Malcolm Fraser, during 'Volfe's invasion of Canada, was in a 

detachment which burnt the houses of the Canadians from Riviere 

Ouelle to the Ri,-iere des trois SaulllollS. Having become, after the 

,·onquest, the intimate friend of my family, he replied to my grandfather's 

complaints about this act of vandalism· "How could we help it, my 
dear fricDll: il 1a gllcrre camille a la guen·e. Your Frenchmen, in am­

bush in the woods, killed two of our men when we landed at Riviere 

<!' From the New York His/oric!).1 Magazine. 



JUMONVILLE AND WASHINGTON. 55 

Ouelle." Ii You should, at least," said my grandfather, "have spared 

my flour-mill; my poor tenants would not then have been reduced so 
low as to eat their corn in sagamity like Indians." "In war as in war," 

added my grandmother; ., I admit your maxim, but was it fair war to 
kill my brother, Yilliers de Jumonville, as Washington, your country­

man, did at Fort Necessity?" "~"h, rna lam !" replied Col. Fraser, " for 

mercy'::; sake do not, for the honor of the English, ever again mention 
that atrocious murder." 

I once slightly reproached our celebrated historian, Mr.,Garneau, with 
passing lightly over that horrible ~l>;sassination. He replied that it was 

a delicate subject, that the great shade of 'Vashington hovered o'ler tl1l' 
writer, or something of the kind. 

This may be, but it i8 incumbent on me to clear the memory of my 

great uncle, whom Washington in his works sought to blacken in order 

to justify his assassination. 

The tradition in my family is that J nmonville presented himself as 
bearer of a summons requiring Major Washington, Commandant of 
Fort Necessity, to evacuate that post erected on French territory, that 

he raised a flag of truce, showed his despatcheB, and that, nevertheles~, 

the Englioh commander ordered his men to fire on him and his small 

escort, and that Jumonville fell dead with a part of those who accom­

panied him. 
There is a discrepancy, easily explained, between the tradition of my 

family and the truth of history. Moreover, this discrepancy has no 

bearing on the murder of the bearer of the flag of truce, whose mission 
was to summon the English to evacuate the French possession and not 

Fort Necessity, which was not thrown up till after the cvcut. (After 

citing Contl'eceur's instructions to Coulon de Villiers, and the c;)pitulation 

signed by Washington, he proceeds): Now no one is lllore disposed 

th:1n myself to render justice to the great qualities of the American 
hero; when in my family the conversation turned on the cruel and pre­
mature death of our noble kinstlJan, assassinated in the onset of what 

promised to be a brilliant career, I used to seek to excuse 'Vashington 

on account of youth, as he was then but twenty. I expatiated on his 

virtues, his humanity, when twenty-two years afterwards he directed the 

cause of his countrymen and created a great and independent nation. 
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I never, indeed, shoull have thought of drawing from oblivion this 

deplorable event, had not Washington himself made it necessary by 

seeking, in order to clear himself, to blacken the reputation of my great 

uncle J ulllonviIIe in the memoir which he published several years after 

the catastrophe. 

"",Ve were informed," said he, "that Jumonville, disguised as an 

Indian, was prowling for several days around our posts, and I had to 

consider him as a spy." 

This excuse has no probability, because IV ashington could noL but 

know that not only the soldiers, but also the officers of the French army, 

when fic;hting in the woods, adopted the Indian dress, a short coat, leg­

gings, breech-cloth, and moccasins. This light and easy dress gave them 

a great advantage over encmies always dressed in European style. Nor 

could J ulllonvilIc, without culpable temerity, proceed directly to the 

English posts without taking great precautions, the wood being infested 

with hustile Indians, who, acting on a first impulse, would show no great 

respect to a flab of trucc . 
. After disposing of this accusation of his being a spy, of which Wash· 

ington did not think till years after the murder when writing his memoir, 

let us see what he sa'y~ in justification in his despatches to his govern­

mcnt immediately after the affair. It is necessary to observe here that 

the crowns of France and England were then at peace j that war was 
declared by Louis XV. only after that event j that the only hostilities 

committed were the invasion of French territory by the English, and 

that it was against this very act that Jumonville was sent to protest. 

But let us return to Wa~hillgton's justification in hi::; despatches. He 
Bays that "he regarded the frontier of New England as invaded by the 

French j that war seemed to him to exist, &c. j that the French in his 

sight ran to arms, and then he ordered his men to fire j that the action 

lasted a quarter of an hour, in which the French had ten men killed, 

and one wounded, and twenty-one prisoners; and the English one killed 

and three wounded; that it was false that Jumonville read a summons, 

&c.; that there had been no ambush, but surprise and skirmi&h, which 
is lawful war." 

Lawful war indeed for a strong detachment to attack suddenly a hand­

ful of men in full peace. It was not getting badly out of it for a Major 
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of twenty; some generals of the Northern American army, who pique 
themselves on address, would not do better to-day: The phrases "that 
war seemed to him to exist," ,( that thc French in his sight ran to arlll~," 

are of admirable simplicity. 'l'hese French dogs forgot, apparently, that 

it was morc christian to allow them,clYL's to be killed like sheep. 

If we accept Washington's assertion, how e:lIl we cxplain the cry 01' 

horror and indignation that re~ounded through all Canalla and rv"u 

Europe? Y ct the French have uever been reproached with bewailill,~ 

like women the loss of eveu their best generllls or a ~itinal defeat; why 

then their indignation, their fury ~t the tillings of the death of that 

young man, who wa", ~0 to speak, making his fir,'t apprenticeship in 
arms, if he perished in an action fough t according to the rule~ of ci viIi zCll 

nations? All the Frcnch prisoners, and even Manceau, who alone 

escaped the massacre, the very Indian allies of the Euglish declare that 
Jumonville waved his handkerchief over his head, invited. the English, 

by an interpreter, to stop, having something to rena them, that th~ firiug 

ceased, and that while an interpreter was realling it, he was shot through 
the head, and that but for the interposition of the Indians the whole 

party would have been massacred, " IVashin:;ton should never 

have signed a capitulation where the words :1ssa."sin and assassinat.ion ar<' 

thrown in his face. 

The reader must judge whether I hrn<'" rescued my grand uucle's 

memory from the accusation of bein,~ a spy. HaL1 Jumonville ncted the 
vile part his enemy attributes to him, h, justify a shameful assassination. 
the French would never have shed so many tears 011 the victim's .l:Tun 

So writes the author of" Les Anciens Canadieus," ~,I. De Gaspe, 

ll£auiett, tI)e bidor of lUuzl)ingtoll ano iiJruooocli.'" 
9TH JULY, 1755. 

TIlE battle of the Monongahela, as the French more properly style the 

action fought between the English and French near Fort Duquesne 
on the 9th .July, 1755, has alwaYH been, and probably always will staud iu 
€lur annals as Braddock's defeat. The victory to which that general 

'" From the New Yo,.'" lIistorical llfuga"i",.. 
~ ---~----- --- --- ---- ---

9 



58 BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

went so confidently, the extent and equipment of his army, the finest 

ever sent by England to America; the haughty superiority of the regu­

lars over the provincials, all made the terrible and sudden disaster a 

thing to link forcver with the name of thc hapless general rather than 

a battle; and national pride was flattered by an epithet that perpetually 

punisl10d the guilty commander, paraded on the scaffold of pUblic opinion 

as Byng had been on a real one. 

The battle-field still goes by the name of Braddock's field, and with 

Germantown and Gettysburg, makes the three great battle-fields of the 

Keystone State. 

It is somewhat remarkable that, though Braddock's expedition has 

within a few years been made the subject of a monograph constituting 

a stately octavo, so little has been done to investigate thc French ac­

counts, or the life and carcer of the petty officer who, with a handful of 

Canadian militia and Indians, routed the finest English army ever seen 

bcyond the Atlantic to astonish the provincials and annihilate the 

French_ 

A little volume in Mr. Shea's cramoisy series contains all the French 

accounts of the battlc, with a brief memoir of the French commander, 

whose family still exist in Canada, holding prominent positions in the 

government of a province divided from Pennsylvania by an imugiJ!ary 
line. 

The gencr.t! CVl!llts arc well known. As part of the scheme for the 

conquest of Canada, Braddock was to advance with a considerable army 

from Virt:;iniaon Fort Duquesne, which, dilapidated, almost ungarrisoned, 

seemed [t certain prizc, and every preparation was made to celebrate with 

due exuberance of joy the triumph of Britannic power_ 

M. de Contreeocur, a Canadian officer, had for some time commanded 

thc fort, but had been relieved by Daniel Hyacinthe Marie Lienard de 

lleaujeu, a captain ill the marines, all the land troops in Canada being 

of this arm, as Canada and other transatlantic possessions of France de­

pended on the naval department, causing incongruities not without their 
parallel in our day and country_ 

As Captain Beaujeu fell in the action, no official report was apparently 

made, aud the accounts which reached Quebec, and which, forwarded to 

France, formed the basis of the account printed at tIle J,011yre, speak in-
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correctly of Contrecccur as commander of Fort Duquesne; but the register 

kept by the chaplain of the fort, Friar Denis Baron, a Franciscan, who 
was one of the first to chant the service of Home in the" Chapel of Our 
Lady's Assumption on the Beautiful River," and a journal of Mr. Gode­
froy, an officer in the fort, and an account of the War Department, con­
cur in calling Mr. de Beaujeu commandant of the fort and of the forces 
there; 

Beaujeu belongs to the family of the naval officer wllose disagreement 
with La Salle contributed to the unhappy result of that i1xplorer's attempt 
to reach the mouth of the Mississippi, and was born at Montreal, August 
0, 1711 : his father, also a eaptain, having been for a time King's Lieu­
tenant at Three Rivers. 

I-lis son Daniel had won the cross of a Knight of St. Louis, and for 

a time commanded at Niagara. 'Vhen placed temporarily in Fort Du­
quesne, he saw that it could not stand the siegc. Extravagance and 
corruption, sueh as we know too well, had made the fort a eostly affair to 
the French king, without rendering it a formidable work to an English 

force. 
To await Braddock's approach wa" thercfore madne~s; but Beaujeu, 

full of the pride of a French officer, resolved to attack the English 
general on the way, and if possiblc ambuscade the line of his march. 
From the influence which, during a long serviee on the frontiers, he had 
aC(luired over the Indian tribes, he had little doubt of his ability to 

gather a considerable number around him for the attempt. On the 
fifth of June they had learned of Braddock's departure from Will's 
Greek, and as the month ad vancE'd, sm~ll parties brought tidings of his 
approach. On the eighth of July the two brothers de N Jrmanville came 
in with tidings that the enemy were only eighteen miles off. 

While Braddock thus, almost at the end of his march, meeting no 
opposition, was doubtless congratulating himself on a bloodless victory 

and a successful campaign, Beaujeu was forming his last plan for an 
attack on the iuvader, resolved to die on the field rather than surrender 

the fort. He now called the war chiofs to a council. Despite the in­

fluence which he had acquired by long years spent in service with them, 
he found them reluctant. The notes of English preparation, the reports 

of scouts aud 1.'l.ln~ers! the experienee of a party sent out under La 
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I'l'r~,le, all lwu impressed the savage mind. "What, Father," they 

('\'icd, " would you kill and sacrifice us? The English are over four 

thuusand stroll'; an,l we only eight hundred, and you talk of attacking 

them. You see well that you arc mad. We must have till to· morrow 

to decide." 

Thus dc.';crteQ by his du~ky allies, Beaujeu doubtless passed a gloomy 

night, prepared to die as became a Chevalier of 8t. Louis and a French 

officer commanding an advanced post. At an early hour in the morning 

he, with probably all his command, assembled in the little chapel of the 

liJl't, where the grey-robed friar said rna6S for the warriors, and in the 

f\mcral entry in hiH register he noted the fact that Beaujeu then ap­

pruached the tribunal of penance and receired the Holy Euoharist, pre· 

parin~ for the death which seemed so certain to be his portion before 

thc close uf the day. .Utn lingering a short time before the altar, Beau­

jeu formed bis command, and the small squad of one hundred and forty­

six Canadians and seventy-two regulal's filed from the fort, Beaujeu at 

their head, alTaye"l in hi~ hunting shirt, the silver gorget suspended from 

his neck alolle showing his rank. /tS he passed the Indian camp he 

askrcl the result of their elmneil. "'IVe cannot march," was the reply . 

.. I am determined to lUeet the enemy," retorted Beaujeu; "will you 

let your Lthcr go alone?" His cool, almost contemptuous manner, 

seems tu have decided the matter. The Indians encamped under the 

Bourbon lilies by the waters of the Alleghany, were Hurons, Iroquois, 

1'hawnces. Pont~aC', c\.nastase, Corn planter, were among them; men iu­

sensible to fear, warriors who had achieved renown in many a foray. 

To sit by and ,;ce two hundred Frenchmen go to meet the English hos~ 

ur twice a,; many thousands would be a perpetual disgrace. They silently 

:Ul)k up thl·ir arms and followed the French lilll.). 

Beaujcn had selected as the point at which to assail the Enlish line a 

ravine beyoud the nlonogahela where tho army would certainly cross. 

The delay hall however been so great that the van had crossed the 

,;tream befure he could reach the spot. As he came to the crest of a 

hill over which the trail passed, he came full ill view of the English 

line coming proudly Oil, the summer sun glitt.ering fl'om the bayonets 

and 1lluskets~ of the mell, and the brilliant scarlet uniforms contrasting 

with the green foliage of the woods. They, too, marked with astonish-
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ment the sudden apparition of the French. Beaujeu was in the front 

bounding on, brandishing his carbine and cheering hi~ men to a mad 

attack on the very front of the well appointed army before 11im, with 

artillery enough to sweep his whole command froll! the earth. 

As tho rattling fire of the French and Indians told on the ranks of 

Braddock's men, they formccl and openecl with their eannon, pouriog 

grape into the French party, whieh WJon, in backwoods fashioo, tock to 

the trecs, and stealing towards t.he EOf;lish flank, kept up a stcady and 

deadly fire, At the third dit-lcbargc of cannon Beaujeu fell dead, and 

Captain Dumas, his ~econd in command, succeeded, and ilJopircd erlual 

energy. 

A~ we all know, the great elTur of Bradclock wa~ that ht; kept hi" 

lllen in solid column, aud Hlpposing that the French, who were attaekio~ 

him along his whole van, were as numerous as his own men, kept push­

ing eolumns forward to drive back an imaginary corps in front, at cvery 

step exposing his flank to a small but concealed 1v,l.r vi' sharpshootl'r~, 

who cut them down without mercy. The Indians, who \yen; at first 

"tartled by the canUOll, ~H last, tired of musketry, seized their tOl1lahawk~ 

and rushed out un the Ellgli8h, who, already deprived of JlIallY ,d' their 

officers, and demoralized by the unwonted ~y~tem of war, gave way in 

utter route. 
'Vashington had in vain endeavored to induce Braddock to adopt the 

backwoods style of fighting, and to him was due the safety of the rem­

nant of the army, his Virginia troops alone remaining cool and meeting 

the enemy us they had done iu former struggles. 

The route wa, a massacre. The Indians cut down all, many perishing 

iu the river; over a thousand dead were ~trewn over the bloody field 

amid cannon, eai~sons, mortars, small-~;rnF, tcnts, wagons, cattle. Thc 

plunder tempted thc Indians from the pursuit, or the English could 

~carcely have borne from the field thcir dying general. 

The Freuch lo:;t three officers killed in the action, Captain 13eaujeu, 

Lieutenant de Carqueville, and Ensign de la Perade, and had st;veral 

wounded. Their whole killed amounted to thirty, three-quarters ot' 

whom were Indians, the savages avenging their death by humin,:,,:: the 

few prisoners that fell into their hands. 

+he victors took up the body of their fallen commander and bore it 
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back to the fort which he commanded, and by his daring had so effect. 

ually preserved. It apparently lay in state, for it was not interred 

till the twelfth. The following is the entry of Father Baron in his 

register: 

" Burial of l\Ir. de llcaujeux, Commandant of Fort Duquesne. 

" In the year one thou8and seven hundred and fifty-five, the ninth of 

,J uly, was killed in the battle fought with the English, the same day iL~ 

above, ;\11'. Lienard Daniel, Esquire, Sieur de Beaujeu, Captain in the 

lnfantry, Commandant of Fort Duquesne and of the army, who had been 

to confession and made his devotions the same day, his body was interred 

un the 12th of the same month in the eemetry of Fort Duquesne, under 

the title of the Assumption of the BIessed Virgin by the Beautiful River, 
aUlI that with the ordinary ceremonies by us the uudersigned Recol!et 

rric~t, King's Chaplain in said fort, in testimony whereof we have signed, 

"FRIAR DENYS BARON, P. R, 
Chaplain." 

:":ollle have attclllpteJ to lllake Beaujeu merely wounded in battle, but 

the word is tile, killed, in this entry, and in every account of the fight, 

and the word would never be used to mean wounded. 'rhe burial notices 

of those who lEed of wounds are given with precision, and !Ill note the 
atlminiHtration of the sacremont of extreme unction which would not have 

!Jecn omitted in the case of llcaujcu, had he survived the battle. 

The entries bearing on the battle are, 1st, Pierre Simar, scalped neal' 
the fort on the fifth of July, of whom F.Baron notes that he had satisfied 
his Easter duty (i ('. been to confession and received communion). 3, 

Limoges, killed in the battle and buried on the field. 3. Jean B. Tal· 
lion, wounded in the battle on the 9th, and buried at the fort on the lOth, 
after confessing and receiving extreme unction. 4. Mr. Dericherville, 
Esquire, Sieur de Carquevillc, kille(on the 9th, after having been to con. 
fession the same day, buried on the 10th in the fort. 5. Jean B. de la 
POl'ade, Esquire, Siem de Parieux, wounded on the 9th, died on the 10th 

after receiving the saerements of penance and extreme unction, buried in 

the fort. 6. Beauj cu. 7. J. 13. Dupuis, wounded the 9th, died the 29th, 
after receiving sacrements of penance, the holy eucharist, and extreme 
unction. 8. Joseph, Sieur de Ste. Therese (wounded on the 9th), died, 

July 30, after receiving the sacrements of penance, the eucharist, and 
extreme unction. 
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There can, therefore, be no doubt on the point. Before starting from 

the fort, Carqueville went to confession; Beaujeu not only did this, but 

received communion, and both were killed on the \)th, Carqueville being 

interred on the 10th and Beaujeu on the 12th. 
Captain Beaujeu, who thus died achieving one of the greatest victories 

in French annals, left, it is said, by his wife, Michelle Elizabeth de Fou­

cault, a son who went to France at the conque~t of Canada, and a daughter 
who married Carles de Noyan, Governor of (~uialla; but further nothing 
has yet reached me eoneerning thcm. 

Collateral brancl1(':-; remained in Canada and have since been distill 

guished. 

ulefCltt of llht91)ingtoll at monongal)ela, 
9TH JULY, 17G5. 

DEATH OF BRADDOCK. 

"We have been beaten, shamcflilly beaten, by a hanclful of French."-lVashillg­

lon's lctter after the battle. 

The historian, Garneau, tbus describes the same engagement;-

"1\1. DE CONTREcmuR commanded at Duquesne (Pittsburg). One of his 
scouts informed him (July 8) that the British were but six leagues off. 
He resolved to attack them on the way, and proceeded himself to mark a 
place of ambuscade. Next day, two hundred and fifty-thrce Canadians and 

six hundrcd savages, led by 1\1. de Bcaujeu, left the fort, about 8 A.M., to 
take post in the ravines and thickets bordering the road along which the 

British were about to pass. This troop was in the act of descending the 
slope bordering the plain above noted, just as Colonel Gage began to as­
cend it. The two masses soon met in mid-career, and before the French 

were able to reach the ground they had been directed to take up. There 

was now nothing for it but for each party to try its strength in driving ib 

adversary off the line of road. The British, taken by surprise, had to sus­
tain a hot fire, galled by which their ranks gave way somewhat, and Gage 
was fain to fall baek upon the main body of Braddock's force. The 

path being thus cleared, the French were enabled to eomplete the opera­

tiOll planued beforehand, and mostly ensconced themselves in every eovert 
of brushwood and behind eaeh rock which could be turned to Rheltcring 
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account, while the mounted Canadians took post on the river, as if it 

were only they who meant to dispute the passage, whereas the foot sol­

diers and savages, posted nt intervals, right and left, formed ahalfcircle, 

the homs of which curved outwards so as to enclose the approaching 

enemy. 

"'rhe Briti~h van, ita ranks reformed and closely supported by the 

main body, were advancing confidently, when a semi-concentric nre, from 

U11~(Wll gun-muzzle,q, was opened upon them, seemingly from every side, 

under which they fir~t staggered, were then brought to a halt, and finally 

threw their ranks into confusion. Braddock, however, by great exertion 

I'e~toring order, they opened fire on as many of their foes as they could 

sec, and thu artillery coming up, began to play upon the French central 

corps. One of the first cannon balls shot killed]H. de Beaujeu. M. 
DunwR, second in command, pl:.tccd himself at the head of the French 

Dot under cover, nnu, well sustai ned by lU. de Ligneris and other officers, 

Lh~hc(l forW[tnl on the British: [t desperate struggle ensued. The 

f;[t\'agcfl, who hall been; scared by the cannonade, observing that the Ca­
Ilauians uid not flinch under it, with yells resumed the sheltering-places 

they h[td left. 'l'lw British long put a goou face on the matter, and 

ncn nude n f,)rwanlmovement, the men being impelled onward by their 

uffic!'!',"" ~wol'll in hand; but n\irly confounded by the murderous fire 

kcpt up, and which ever thinned their ranks the lUore they further ad­

vanced, the whole body of rcguhrs fell into hopeless disorder; so per­

plexed were ~ome fusileers, that, firing at r[tndom, they killed several of 

their offieers and some of their own comrades. The colonial militia alone 

Reclued to preserve their presence of mind on thi~ occasion, but even they 

were in thu end borne backward by the panic-stricken regulars. Mean­

while Braddock did bis best to reform his lllen and lead them back to , 
tIle charge, but [til in nino The balls flew round him like hail, two horses 

he rode were killed; he mountcc1 [t third, but only to receive a mortal 

wou!](1, for tIll: most of the French and sava~ es from under shelter werc 

able to single out at their leisure all tho~e whom they chose to hit. 

After three hoUl's' struggle the British column gave way entirely, aban­

doning t.heir cannon. The Canadians now nlh'anced, hatchet in hand, 

and tlw savag('s quitting; their lurkilJ.~· places simultaneously, both lei 

upon the I'car of the retreating British and Americans, and made fright-
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ful havoc; those whose swiftness of foot did not exceed that of their 
pursuers were cut down or drowned in the Monongahela, in a fruitless 

attempt to gain the opposite bank.* 1\1. Dnmas, knowing that Colonel 
Dunbar's corps was still intact and would serve as a rallying body for 

such fugitives as had gaincd the advance, pursued them no longer; and 

called a halt the rather, ::'8 the savages had betaken themselves to 

pillaging, aad it would have been a hard matter to get them off their 
prey. 

" The carnage thus concluded had scarcely an example in the annals of 

modern war.t Nearly SOO out of the 1200 men led to battle by Braddock 

were killed or wounded; out of 86 officers, 26 were slain and 32 hurt; 

for ~hey made heroic attempts to rally and inspirit their baffled lllen j 

several officer8 killed themselves in despair. "\Vashington excepted, 

all the mounted officers received wounds, mortal or other. The luckleEI'l 

general was carried to Fort Necessity, where he died July 13, and was 

buried at the roadside near that paltry post. He was a brave and expe­

rienced officer, but an arrogant man; contemning his enemy, despising 

alike militia and savages; yet had he the mortification to see his regulars 

madly fiee, while the Virginians stood firmly and fought bravely to the 
last. 

"The beaten soldiers, whrn they reached those of Durham, infested 
them also with their own panic, and in an instant the corps broke up. 

The cannon were spiked, the ammunition destroyed, and most of the bag­

gage burnt; by whose direction no one knew. There was no semblance 

of order had till the fugitive rout attained Fort Cumberland, in the AJle­

ghanies.! Washington wrote thenGe: "We have been beaten, shame­

fully beaten by a handful of French, who only expected to obstruct our 

advance. Shortly before the action we thought our forcrs were equal to 
all the enemies in Canada; we have been most unexpectedly defeated, 

and now all is lost." 
"The French gained a great booty. The b~ggage of the vanquished, 

their provisions, fifteen cannon, many small arms, and much munitions of 

war, the chest, Braddock's papers-in fine, all became fairlspoil for the 

1i' Mr. Pouchot," Memoirs on the late 'Var in America." 
t Mr. Jared Spark's" Lifo of Wnshington·" 
t Life, Correspondenoe, &0., of WashiDgWD. 

10 



66 BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

victors. These documents revealed the projects of the British Ministry, 

and servo\l to justify the indignant sentiments expressed against its 

polity in a memorial addressed by the Duke de Choiseul to the different 

European courts. There were taken, after the battle, from amidst the 

dismounted and broken vehicles left on the field, from 400 to 500 horses, 

including those which had been killed or hurt. The victory cost the 

French about forty men. 1\1. deBeaujeu was much regretted by the Cana· 

,lians, his compatriots, aUlI by the Indian tribes, who held him in great 

respect. This ended the combat of Monongahela, one of the most memo 

orable battlc~ known to American history. The news of this discom· 

fiture spread universal consternation throughout the whole of British 

~\lllerica." 

\nIJe Sort QPcorge ~llassa(re, 

AUGUST DTH, 1757. 

" Kill tlll'," cried Montcalm, using prayers lind menaces and promises, "but 

cipare tile Englisll wllo are under my protection."-Bancl'ojt's United States, Vol. IV. 

OF tIle lllany stirring ineidcnL which marked the" seven years war" 

culminatiut!,' in the eon quest of Canada, few have been more loudly 

denounced than the deed of blood perpetrated by the aborigines on the 

garriwn antI inmates of Fort George, callcd by the British Fort William 

IIenry, subcc'luent to it:, c:lpitulation j few occurrences of that day have 

left, between the militias of New France and Now England, ]])orc bitter 
memories. Neither" 2,000" nor 1,000, nor 500,. not even 200 indio 

viduals were slaughtcrGll un this ocea~ionj there were enough, how­
ever, to exhibit in its true features Indian warfare in former times. 

The barbarities to which British soldiers and New England colonists 

were subjected, in direct violation of the articles signed by General 

Montcalm and accepted by the thirty-six Indian tribes present, have 

furnished those inclined to make capital out of national wrongs It weI. 
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(Jome pretext to charge the French commander with being, in some 

degree, accessory to the commission of these horrors. Cooper's attracti,'c 
novel" 'lhe Last of the Jllohicc1IIs," and other works,* have also helped to 
render current a belief to which the whole of Montcalm's career, as well 

as history, gives the lie. True, the American novelist docs not go so far 
as to accuse the Marquis with counselling the deed, but he asserts that, 
during its execution, the French showed "an apathy which has never 

been explained." Here is a grave accusation levelled at the fail' 
name of the chivalrous rival of 'Volfe; fortunately for his posthumous 
fame, there is such a thing as historical truth; there are also honor"blc 
men, whose nature spurns the cheap popularity acquired by circulating a 
lie calculated to ruin or vilify a national enemy. To this class belongs 
George Bancroft, the gifted historiographer of the U llitcd States. Let 
us now quote from his beautiful writillgs : 

" How peacefully rest the waters of Lake George between their ram­
parts of highlands! In their pellucid depths, the cliffs alld the hills, 
and the trees trace their image, and the beautiful region speaks to thc 
heart, teaching affection for Nature. As yet (17f)7), not a hamlet rose 
on its margin; not a straggler had thatched a log-hut in its neighbor­
hood; only at its head, near the centre of a wider opening between its 
mountains, Fort William Henry stood. on its banks, almost on a level 
with the lake. Lofty hills overhung and commanded the wild scene; 

but heavy artillery had not, as yet, accompanied war-parties into the 
wilderness. 

" Some of the Six Nations preserved their neutrality, but the OneiduR 
daneed. the war-dance with Vaudrenil. 'We will try the hatchet of our 
father on the Engli~h, to see if it eut.s well,' said the Senecas of Niagara; 
and, when Johnson complained of depredations on his cattle, 'You be­

gin crying quite eurly,' they answered, 'you will soon see other thillgs.'t 
" , The English have built a fort on the lands of Onontio,' spoke Vau­

dreuil, governor of New France, to a congress, at MOlltreal, of the war­
riors of three-and-thirty nations, who had come together, some from the 

---------------------------------
:1' "This treaty of capitulation was violated by Montcalm in a manner which fixc, 

eternal disgrace on his memory,"-JJIoore's Indian Wars in t/,e Uniter! SlateB, 1" 194. 

t Vaudreuil to the Minister, 13th July, 1757. 
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rivers of Maine and Acadia, some from the wilderness of Lake Huron 

and Lake Superior. 'I am ordered,' he continued, 'to destroy it. Go, 

witness what I shall do, that, when you return to your mats, you may 

recount what yuu have secn.' They took his belt of wampum, and an­

Imered-' Father, we are eome to do your will.' Day after day, at 
l\Iontrc;)l, ;\IontcalUl IllH,'iCU their enthusiasm by singing the war-song 

with the sHeral tribe~. They elung to him with affection, and would 

march to l>:tttle only with him. They rallied at Fort St. John, on the 

~orel, their missionaries with them, and hymns were sung in almost as 

many dialect8 as there were nations. On the sixth day, as they discerned 

the battlements of Ticonderoga, the fleet arrayed itself in order, and two 

hundred canoes, filled with braves, each nation with its own pennon, in 

tmposing regularity, swcpt over the smooth waters of Champlain, to the 

landing place of the fortress. 'ficonderoga rung with the voices of thou· 

sands j and the martial airs of Francc, and shouts in the many tongues 

of the red Ulen, resounded among the rocks and forests and mountains. 

'fhe Christian mass, too, was chaunted solemnly; and to the Abenaki 

converts, seated reverently, in decorous silence, on the ground, the priest 

urge-d the duty of honoring Chri~tjanity by their example, in the pres­

ence of so many infidel braves. 

" It was a season of scarcity in Canada. N one had been left un mol­
c~tcJ to plough aUlI plant. The miserable inhabitants had no bread. 

But small stores were collected for the army. They must conquor 

HpeeLlily, or disban'l. 'On such au expedition,' said Montcalm to his 

officers, 'a blanket and a bearskin are the warrior's couch. Do like me, 
with cheerful good-will. The soldier's allowance is enough for us.'(t) 

"During the short period of preparation, the partisans were active. 
Marin brought back his two hundred men from the skirts of Fort Ed­
ward, with the pomp of a triumphant warrior. {He did not amuse him­

self with making prisoners,' said Montcalm, on seing but one captive (§); 
and the red men yelled with joy as they counted in the canoes two·and­
forty scalps of Englishmen. 

" The Ottawas resolved to humble the arrogance of the American 
boatmen j and they lay hid in ambuscades all the twenty-third of July, 

t Montcalm's Circula.r to his officers, 25th July, 1757. 
~ Montcalm to Vaudreuil. 27th Jnly, 1757. 
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and all the following night. At day-break of the twenty-fourth, Palmer 
was seen on the lake, in oommand of two-and-twenty barges. The In_ 

dians rushed on his party suddenly, terrified them by their yells, and 
after killing many, took one hundred and sixt.y prisoners. ' To-morrow, 
or next day,' said the captives, 'General Webb will be at the fort with 
fresh troops.' 'No matter,' said 1\Io11tealm; 'in less than twelve days, I 
will have a good story to tell about thelll.'(*) From the timid Webb 
there was nothing to fear.' He went, it is true, to Fort 'Villiam Henry, 
but took care to leave again with a large escort, just in season to avoid 
its siege. 

It is the custom of the red men, after succesl'l, to avoid the furt.her 
chances of war, and hurry home. 

" , To remain now,' said the Ottowas, 'would be to tGmpt the Master of 
life.' But Montcalm, after the boats and canoes had, without oxen 
and horses, by main strength, been borne up to Lake George, held on 
the plain above the portage one general counGil of union. All the tribes, 
from the banks of Michigan and Superior to the borders of Acadia, were 
present, seated on the ground according to their rank; and, in the name 
of Louis the Fifteenth, Montcalm produced the mighty belt of six thou­

sand shells, which, bein,'!; solemnly accepted, bound all, by the holiest 
ties, to remain together till the end of the expedition. The belt was 
given to the Iroquois, as the most numerous; but they courteously 
transferred it to the upper nations, who came, though strangers, to their 
aid. In the scarcity of boats, the Iroquois agreed to guide De Levi, 

with twenty-five hundred men, by land, through the rugged country 
which they called their own. 

"The Christian savages employed their short leisure at the confes­

sional; the tribes from above, restlessly weary, dreamed dreams, con­
sulted the great medicine men, and, hanging up the Gomplete equipment 
of a war-chief as an offering to their Manitou, embarked on the last day 

of July. 
"The next day, two hours after noon, Montcalm followed with the 

main body of the army, in two hundred and fifty boats. The Indians 
whom he overtook, preceded him in their decorated canoes. Raill fell 

in torrents; yet they rowed nearly all night, till they came in sight of 

"' DeBougainville to the Minister, 10th Angust, 1757. 
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the three triangular fires that, from a mountain ridge, pointed to the 

encampment of De Levi. There, in Ganousky, or, as some call it, 

Northwest Bay, they held a council of war, and then, with the artillery, 

thcy moved slowly to a bay, of which the point could not be turned 
without cxposurc to the enemy. An hour before midnight, two English 

boats werc descried on the lake, when some of the upper Indians paddled 

two canoes to attack them, and with such celerity that one of the boats 

was seized and overpowered, two prisoners being reserved; the rest were 

massacrecl. The Indians lost but one. warrior, a great chieftain of the 
nation of the N epissings. 

" On the morning of the second day of August, the savages dashed 
openly upon the water, and forming across the lake a chain of their 
bark canoes, they made the bay resound with their war-cry. The 
English were taken almost by surprise. Their tents covered the plains. 

Montcalm disembarked without interruption, about a mile and a half 
below the fort, and aclvanced in three columns. The Indians hurried 

to burn the barracks of the English, to chase their cattle and horses, 
and to scalp their stragglers. During the day, they occupied, with the 

Canadians under La Corne, the road leading to the Hudson, and cutoff 
the communication. At the north was the encampment of De Levi, 
with regulars and Canadians, while Montcalm, with the main body of 
the army, occupied the skirt of the wood on the west side of the lake. 
His whole fcree consisted of Rix thousand French and Canadians, and 
about seventeen hundred Inclians. Fort William Henry was defended 
by Lieutenant-Colonel William Munro,* of the 35th regiment, a brave 
officer ancl a man of strict honor, with lC~d than 500 men, while 1700 

men lay entrenched near his side, on an eminence to the south· east, 
r:ow marked by the ruins of Fort George. 

" Meantime, the braves of the N epissings, faithful to the rites of 
their fathers, celebrated the funereal honors of their ueparted brother. 
The lifeless frame, dressed as became a war-chief, gGttered with belts 
and ear-rings, and the brilliant vermilion; a riband, fiery red, supported 
a gorget on his breast; the tomahawk was in his girdle, the pipe at his 
lips, the lance in his hand, at his side the well-filled bowl. And thus 
the departed warrior sat upright on the green turf, which was his death-

.. ;. CUpt.I1;!: Christk In (Jovornor Powno.ll, 10th Angnst, 1'757. 
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couch. The speech for the dead wa~ pronounce,1; the death-d:tncc~ and 

chants began; the murmurs of hUl1lan voicc~ mingled with the sound of' 

drums and the tinkling of little bells. ~.:\nd thns arrayed, ill a sitting 
posture, he wa~ consigned to the earth, wl,ll provided with foo,1, and 

• surrounded by the splendors which dclighLe,1 him wIlen alive. 

" On the fourth of Augm;t, the Frellch summoned Munro to HUlTemler, 
but the gallant old soldier sent an answer of defiance. Monieallll 

hastened his works; the troops dragged the artillery OVC'l' rocks aUl1 

through forC'ots. and with alacrity brought fascincs and sabiocs. The 

red men, unusc.l to a siege, were eager to heal' the big guns. ::<oon the 

first battery uf' nine cannon and two mortars was finished; and amil1sL 

the loud scream of the savages, it bcgan to play, while a thousand echoes 
were returned by the mountains. In two days more a second wa::; 

established, and :by llleans of the zig.zags, the Indians could stand 

within gun-shot of the fortress. Just then ani veel lettors from France, 
conferring on Montcalm the reJ riband, with rank as Knight Com­

mander of the Order of St. Louis.' 
,., 'Ve arc glad,' saiel t110 red men, 'of the fayor clone you uy the 

great Ononthio, but we neither love you, nor esteem you the more for 

it; we love the man, Qnc1 not what hang' on his outside.' 'Vobb, at 
Fort Edward, had an army of four thousand, and might have ~ummonl',1 

the militia fr~m all the ncar villages to the rescue. He sent nothing 
bnt a letter, with an exaggerated account of the French force, and his 

advice to capitulate. Montcalm intercepted the letter, which he imme· 
diately forwarded to Munro. Yet) not till the eye of the festiyal of St. 

Lawrence, when half his guns were burst, and his ammunition was 

almost ex1laustcd, did the dauntless veteran hang out a flag of truce. 

" With a view to mnkc the capitulation unviobbly binding on the 

Indians, Montcalm summoned their war chiefs to council. The English 

were to depart with the honors of war, on a pledge not to serve against 

the French for eighteen months; they were to ab~ndon all but their 

private effects; an escort was to attend them on their departure; every 

Canadian or French Indian made captive during the war was to be 

liberated. The Indians applauded; the capitulation was signed. Late 

on the ninth of August the French entered the fort) nnd the English 

retired to their entrenched camp. 
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i. JU ontcalm had kept from the savages all intoxicating drinks, but 

(hey solicited and obtained them of the English, and all night long they 

were wild with dances and songs and revelry. The Abenakis of Acadia 

excited the angry passions of other tribes, by recalling the sorrows they 

had suffered [rom "English perfidy and English power. At day-break 

they gathered round the entrenchment, and, as the English soldiers filed 

off, began to plunder them, and incited one another to swing the toma­

hawk recklessly. Twenty, perhaps even thirty, persons were massacred, 

while very many were made prisoners. Officers and soldiers, stripped 

of everything, flcd to the woods, to the fort, and to the tents of the 

French. To arrest the disorder, De Levi plunged into the tumult, 

daring death a thousand times. French officers received wounds in 

rescuing the captives, awl stood at their tents as sentries over those they 

recovered. 'Kill me,' cried Montcalm, using prayers, and menaces and 

prOl . .tlises; 'hut spare the English, who are under my protection;' * 
aud he urged the troops to defend themselves. The march to Fort 

Edward was a flight; not more than six hundred reached there in a 

body. From the French camp lHontcalm collcctcd together more than 
four hundred, who wcrc dismissed with a great cseort, and he sent De 
Vaudrcuil to ransom those whom the Indians had carricd away. 

"After thc surrcnder of Fort ·William Henry, the savages retired. 

TweiYe hundred mcn were employed to demolish the fort, and nearly a 
thousand to lade the vast stores that had been given up. As Montcalm 

withdrew, he praised his happy fortune that his victory was, on his own 
sidc, almost bloodless, his loss in killed and wounded being but fifty­

three. The Canadian peasants returned to gather their harvests, and 

the lake rt'snmed its solitude. Nothing told that civilised man had reposed 
upon its margin but the charred rafters of ruins, and, here and thlHe, on 
thc side-hill, a crucifix among the pines t') mark :J. grave." 

In perusing Bancroft's narrative, we find nothing to support the alleg­
ation of' British and of some American writers, Ii that the Franchiat 
Fort William Henry acted as fiends." We cannot, either, detect any 
circulllstance calculated to warrant Cooper's charge against l\fo~tcalm, of 

Ii extraordinary apathy" during the massacrc. The reverse in fact is 

* Montcalm to the Minister, 8th September, 1757. 
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apparent in every line. I am indebted to the kindness of our old historian , 
the Abbe Ferland, for a most interesting letter, from an eye-witness of the 
w hole proceedings. It not only corroborates en tirely Bancroft's anu 0 ar: 

neau'E version of the Fort William surrender, but discloses eircumstance~ 
which I have not yet read in any English work. This letter was written 

in French by the Abenakis missionary of the St. Frangois village, near 
~fontreal, and bears date 21st October, 1757; it iR to I),) found in the 

Rccltcil de Lettres Edifiantes ct Cllriellses, reprinted at Toulouse in 

1810, vol. G. It is referred to by Bancroft and other historians, but its 
text in English is not given. 

(Translation.) " ST. FRANCOIS, near Montreal, 

21st October, 1757. 
On the 12th July, I left St. Frangois, chief village of the Abenakis 

mission, for :i\Iontreal, to present to .:\1. De VaudreuiI a deputation of 

twenty Abenakis who accompany Father Virot in his undertaking to 

found a new miFsion amongst the Wolfe Indians of the River Oyo, or 
Belle Riviere. 

We soon received orders to join the French army, which was camped 

one league higher up, towards the portage, close to a spot where ~t wateru 

fall compelled us to convey overland to Lake St. Sacrcment (0 eorge) 
the implements necessary for the siege. Preparations were being made 

for a start, when an occurrence took place which rivettcd the general 

attention. A small fleet of canoes waR seen in the disbnce, coming up 

an arm of'the river, decked out with trophies, heralding a victory. It 
was ]\L Marin, a Canadiau officer of much merit, returning triumphantly 
from the expedition confided to his charge. About 200 savages had 

been placed under his orders to go towards Fort Lydis; he 11ad, with a 

small flying camp, the courage to attack and the good fortune to take 

possession of-a large portion of the outer works of the fort. His savagc~ 
had just sufficient time to remove the scalps from the two hundred dead 
warriors left on the spot, without losing a single one of their own party. 

The enemy, three thousand strong, in vain sought to wreak vengeance in 

the purauit they made of the savages. It was whilst we were engaged 
III counting the number of English scalps uisplayed about the cauoes, 

11 
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that we observed a French boat bearing towards us five Englishmen, 
tied and escorted by Outaouacks; whose prisoners they were. 

Thc sight of thcse unfortunate captives caused great rejoicings 

amongst the savages present; these barbarous feelings they gave vent to, 

by llOrrible yclls and by conduct distressing to humanity. More than one 
thousand savagE's, takcn from thirty-six different tribes, under the banner 

of France, were at that momelJt lining the shores of the lake. At one 

instan t, and seemingly without any preconcerted plan, they all ran in hot 
haste tow::rds the adjoining woods. I knew not at first how to explain 
this unexpected movement. I was not long in suspense. The barbarians 
in a minute returned with clubs ready to inflict on the unfortunate 
~jnglish the most dreadful treatment. At sight of these cruel prepara­
tions, my heart sank in me; I felt my eyes bathed with tears; my sor· 
row uid not however render me inactive. Without a moment for thought, 
I flew towards those wild beasts, in hopes of restraining them; alas! of 
what avail was my feeble voice, but to articulate a few sounds, which 
the tumult, the diversity of languages, the surrounding ferocity rendered 
inaudible. At least I made bitter reproaches to some Abenaquis who were 
lleal' me; my determination awoke humane sentiments in their breasts. 
Ashameu, they slank off from the murderous crowd, throwing away their 
clubs. But what was a few less.in a mass of 2,000, bent on giving no 
quarter? Seeing the futility of my interference, I was in tho act of 
withdrawing in order not to witness the bloody tragedy which would 
soou com'.uence. I h::1.(1 sc~rcely gone a few steps when a feeling of 
compassion brought me back to the bank, from which I cast my eyes on 
the victims doomed to certain death. Their present state caused me 
a new pang. Terror had so overpowered them that their strength failed 
them completely-they could barely stanu up; death was written on 
their downcast and convulsed fcatures. They were doomed; they 
seemed certain of being battercd to dcath, when, 10 and behold! their 
salvation sprung from the very acts of their murderers. The French 
officer who had charge of the boat had noticed what had taken place on 
the shore. Moved by that feeling of commiseration which misfortune 
rings from a brave man, he undertook to create a similar sentiment in 
the heart of the Outaouacks, masters of the prisoners. He played his 
part ~o well that h,e succeeded to inspire in them compassion for the 
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captives. They immediately adopted a plan which succeeded to its 
fullest extent. As soon as the boat was within hailing distancc frolU 
the shore, one of its inmates, an Outaouack, proudly uttered the follow­
ing threat: II These 'Prisoncrs arc 1111111' ,; m!J jlrojit'rt!J shall oc I'o:p('ct­

ed; touch them, any o/YOlt, and !JOlt IOllch me!" One lllllldred French 

officers might have spoken thus; they would only have been laughed 
at, and have brought on the captives an increase of cruelty; but a savage 
fears his fellow, and him only; the most trifling insuH may have to be 
atoned for by death only: thiH makes them cautious. The will of the Outa­

ouack was respected, as soon as made known; the prisoners were dis£m­
barked without any tUlUult, and lodged in the fort, free from insult. 
They were then separated anG! closely questionetl, and soon revealed all 

we wanted to know. Terror made them communicative to a degree. I 
visited one \\ho was placed in a room in which one of my friends was. 
I tried to inspire him with hope,' and procured him refreshments, for 
which he seemed grateful. 

Having given pent to my feelings of compassion, and having ~I)laeed 

an unfortunate, I hastened to get my own little party on board of the 
boats, which was done instantly. The tlistance was short: two hours 
were sufficient;to get to the end of our journey. The ten t of the Cheva­
lier de Levi stood at the entrance to the camp. I took the libert.y to pay 
my respects to this personnage, whose name is synonymous with merit, and 
who is still better than his name. The conversation turned on the circum­

stance which had saved the life of the five English prisoners, whose 
perillous adventure I have just related. I was far from knowing the 
details, which are indeed startling, viz.: lVI. De Corbesse, a French 
colonial officer, had been ordered the night previous to cruizc on Lake 

St. Sacrement. His detachment consisted of about fifty French and 
a little over three hundred savages. At dawn of day, he discovered 
in boats a detachment of three hundred English. These boats being 
more lofty and stronger in build than birch canoes, more than compen­
sated the superiority we had over them in numbers. Our mcn did not 
hesitate to attack them, and the enemy at first seemed ready to fight, but 
this resolve did not last. The French and savages, whose only chance 
of victory rested in their boarding the boats, flnd who fought at a disad­

vantage, b!31ng at a disttPlce, closed in, in spite of the heavy fire poured on 
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them. The British no soouer saw them drawing near, than terror disarmed 

them. It was not a fight: 'twas a rout. Of all alternatives, the most danger­
ous, though tho loss honorable, was for the English to seek to land: they 
chooso it. They made their way towards the shore accordingly. Some 
jumped in tho water to swim ashore, in hopes of hiding in the woods: 
a bad plan, the folly of whieh brought sorrow on them. However swift 

thoir boats might be, could they expect to beat the birch canoes which 

fly through the liquid clement with the swiftness of an arrow? Soon did 
the French and savages catch up to them. In the first heat" of the fight 
all were massacrod without quarter-torn to pieces. Those who took to 
the woods did not fare better. An Indian in the woods is in his own 

clement j ho can run through them as nimbly as a doer. The enemy was 

hackod to pieces. At last the Outaouacks, seeing that they had to deal, 
not with fighting men, but with beings who allowed themselves to be 

~laughtered without resisting, set to making prisoners. Thero were 157 
prisoners taken aUll 131 killed j twelve only escaped captivity and death. 

Tho boats, equipmonts, provisions, all was taken and plundered. No 
doubt you fancy that such a victory cost us dear. The fight took place 
on water, that is in an open place, where no ambush could be laid. The 
encmy hat! timo to prepare j he had the advantage of attacking from 
boats with lofty sides, frail bark canoes which a little skill or coolness 
would havo sunk with their crews. IV oIl, this is all true, and still this 
success only cost us one Indian, disabled by a shot in the wrist. 

Such was the fate of the British under the unfortunate :M:r. Copperel, 
who, it was thought, was drownod. ')'he English speak of this engage· 
ment in terms denoting as much sorrow as surprise at its results. They 
frankly admit tho extent of their losses j it would, indeed, be difficult to 
tlenJ the slightest detail: the corpses of their men floating on the waters 
of the lake or strewing its beach os, tell the foarful tale. As to those 
made prisoners, the greater portion are still in the dungeons of M. 10 
Chevalier do Levi. I saw them fyling oft· in detachments escorted by 
the victors, who, barbarously occupied with their triumph, thought little 
of softening the pangs of a defeat. In the space of a league which I 
had to walk before joining my Abenaquis Indians, I met several small 
squads of theso prisoners. More than one Indian stopped to exhibit 
to me, with pride, hi:;; oavture, expecting I would applaud hi:;; success. 
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The love of country certainly did not make me insell~ible to a triumph 
favorable to our nation. But misfortune commallllK l'eKpeet, not only on 

behalf ofreligiofi, but even from nature. Moreover, these prisonerK seemeu 

in such a plight j their eyes swimming in tcars, their {;1008 eovereu with 

prcspiration and blood, anu a halter ronnll their necks: in presence 

of such a spectacle, compassion anll humanity asserted their rights. The 

rum, which the savages had freely imbibed, had gone to their heads and 
increased their natural ferocity. T feared to witness every minute, some 

of the prisoners slaughtered and falling at Illy feet, victims of cruelty 

and drunkenness j I scarcely dared to look up for fear of meeting the 

sorrowful glance of some captive. ~\. spectacle more horrible than what 
I had yet seen was soon to take place. 

l\Iy tent had been pitched in the centre of the Outaouaek camp. 
The first thing I noticed on arriving there was a large fire: wooden 

stakes, stuck in the earth, announced a t'e<l::iL It was one, but, good 
heavens! what a feast: the remains of an Englishman's corpse cut 

up and half eaten. I saw these fiends a short time after greedily devour­

ing a human creature: they were helping' themselves from the pot with 

large ladles to the reeking flesh as if they could never swallow enough. I 

heard that they had prepared themselves to this feed, by drinking 

brimful, out of the skulls, human blood j their smeared faces and gory lips 

confirmed the statement. What was still more awful, they had placed, 

dose by, ten English prisoners to witness the abominable repast! The 

Outaouack's nation resembles that of the Abenaquis; I thought that by 

gently rebuking them for this act, I might make some impression on 

their mind. I erred: a young warrior said, " You speak and act like 

a Frenchman, but I am an Indian, human flesh is good for me." He 

then handed Ete a baked fragment cut from the English corpse. To his 

words I made no reply, but his offer I rejected with visible horror. Con­

vinced, by what I had just witnessed, that I could do nothing to alter the 

state of things in respect to the dead, I thought I would see what I could 

do for those still living, whosefate was much more to be pitied. I walked 

up to the English, one of whom attracted my notice; by his uniform I 

saw he was an officer; I resolved to purchase him, and thereby save his 

iife and liberty. I made up, with this object)n view, to an old Outa­

ouack, thinking that the ice of age would have tempered his ferocity, 



78 llATTLE FI.ELDS OF CANADA. 

aUlI that he would be more manageable; I extended my hand to him, 

IJowing civilly at the same moment. It wag not a man I had to deal 

Ivith; it was a being even more ferocious than a wild beast, as wild ani­
mals often yield to kindness. "No," he thundered out, in accents which 

might have awed me, had my heart, in that moment, been susceptible 

to h:1l'bour any other feeling but that of compassion and horror, "No! 
I do not Icant !lUll!' friendship j avaunt /" I did not'wait for a repetition 

of the threat. I withdrew to my tent, to brood over the thoughts which 

religion auu humanity can inspire on such an occasion. It did not occur 

to me as necessary Lo dissuade my Abenaquis Indians from commit­
ting such horrible excesses. However powerful example may be with all 

lllen iu matters of customs and habits, they wera incapable of perpetrat. 

ing such acts; even before they were christianized, they never were can­
uibals. Their humane and tractable disposition, at that period, distin­
guichcll them from the greatest I,ortion of the Indians of this continent. 

Thcbe thoughts kept me awake a considerable portion of the night. 

N ex·t morning, on rising, I had hoped no vestige would remain round 

my tent of the repast of the preeeding day. I flattered myself that 

the fumes of rum and the fieree feelings they engender, having been dis­

sipated, calmness aDd humanity would again return. I knew not the 

Outaouack's char~wter and disposition. It was as a luxury, a bonne bouche, 

that they had banquetted on human flesh. At the dawn of day, their exe­

crable repaGt had been resumed; they were only waiting for the moment 

to set to and devour the last remains of the English corpse. I have aI­
rcac1y said that we were three missionaries attached to this mission. 

During the entire campaign, we lodged, thought, and acted together on 
all points; this community of fcelings rendered our duties more bearable 

during the f,ttigues of warfare. We carne to the conclusion that it 

would not be proper to celebrate our holy mysteries in the head-quar­
ters of barbarism, inasmuch as these superstitious tribes might use the 
holy vases to assist them in, and to decorate their J'·uO'O'lcries. For this 

, 00 

reason we left a spot polluted by so many abominations, and dived into 

the depths of the forest. This could not be effected, however, without 
separating myself a little from my Abenaquis. It had, however, to be 

done. This step was in the end productive of regret, as you will see by 
the sequel. I had not been long in my new abode before I witnessed 
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with what new fervor my neophytes drew towards the tribunal of rep en­

tence. * * * * * Whilst many of my Abnaquis 
sought the succour of religion, othcrs strived to irritate Heaven, and by 

their acts to call down punishment from above. Ardent spirits arc the 
favorite drink, the universal russion of the :;avage tribes, ancI unfortu­
nately, despite of laws human and divine, too Ulany furn i~1t them with this 
curse. Unquestionably however the missionary, by his character, by tho 
influence he exerts, prcnmts much disorderly conduct. I lived clo~e tu 

my flock, a small wood alone intervening. I could not, however] after 
night-fall visit the c!lcampment, without running the risk of llOstile 

attacks not onlyon the part of the allies of the English, the Iroquoi" who 

had, a few days previously, scalped onc of our grenadiers, but also at the 
hands of thc idolatrous portion of our own savages, to whom experience 
had'taught mc not to trust. Some young Abnaquis, together with In­
dians of several tribes, took advantage of my absence and of darkness, to 
go and steal some ardent spirits from the French tents, whilst the in­

mates were asleep. Once in possession of the liquor, they used it freely 
and soon felt its influence. Drunkenness amongst Indians makes itself 
known seldom by silence, generally by noise. They commenced to sing, 

to dance, to cry out, and then set to fighting. At the dawn of day, dis­
order was at its height j I then learned of it and hastened to where 

trouble existed j alarm and confusion cverywhere-caused by i'1toxica­
tion. My Indians soon were calmed. I took each of them by the hand 

in succession and conducted them to their tents, bidding them to lie down. 
This scandalous scene seemed cnded, when a Moraigan Indian, natu­
ralized amongst thc Abnaquis and adopted by the tribe, re-enacted it ill 

a still more serious manner. After having had words with a llrunken 
comrade, an Iroquois, they came to blows. The fint, a more powerful 
man, having thrown his opponent, was belaboring him unmercifully, and 
what was worse, lacerating his shoulder with his teeth. The combat 
was at its height when I drew near them. I could only usc my 
own strength to separate them. Indiam fear one another too much to 
interfere, no matter for what reason, into one another's quarrels. I was 
unable to cope with them, and the victor was too infuriated to quit his 
victim so readily. I was tempted to leave these demons chastise one 
another for their own exceSSCR, but I feared the deat.h of one of them 



80 BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

would be the finale. I increased my efforts; by dint of pulling at the 

Abnaquis, he felt some one shaking him j turning his head round: 

he had trouble in recognizing me j he was still excited, but gradually 
became calm, when he allowed the Iroquois liberty to escape, of which 

the latter was not slow to avail himself. * * * * 
[Further on the good missionary relates the trouble he experienced in 
preventing his Indians from blowing up the boats containing the powder, 
a feat they had unlIertaken for mere amusement sake. ] 

The forced inactivity of our Christian Indians, together with the pre­
~cn<:e of so many idolatrous nations, made me tremble, not for the sake of 

religion itself, but on account of their future conduct. I longed for the 

day when the preparations for the expedition would allow us to start. 
When the mind is engaged the heart is less liable to err. That day at 
last came, and on the 29th of July the Chevalier de Levis, with 3,000 
men, marched overland to protect the arrival of the army which was to 

proceed by water conveyance. His march was not accompanied with any 
of those facilitie~ which high roads in Europe, built with princely mag­

nificence, offer. Impenetrable forests, rugged mountains, slimy bogs, 
such was the route composed of. Three leagues a day was a good per­
formance; we took five days to travel twelve leagues. These obstacles 
had been foreseen, and hence why this detachment had, in marching, 
started a few lIays before the other. On the Sunday we embarked with 
the Indians, only about 1,~OO at that time, the rest having gone by laud. 

We had scarcely made four or five leagues on the lake before we 
noticed evident traces of our last victory in the shape of abandoned Eng­
lish boats which, aft,er being buffetted a long while with the winds and 
tide, had fioatell ashore on the beach. The most striking spect.acle was a 
tulerable large quantity of English corpses strewing the shore or scattered 
here and there in the woods. Some were hacked to pieces, and mostly all 
were lnutilated in a most horrible way. What an awful visitation war 
then seemed to me! It would have been highly agreeable to mc to have 
the remains of our enemies buried, but we had only landed by accident in 
this cove. Dut.y and necessity compelled us to journey on, in eonformity 
with orders j we had to lose no time. It was night when we reached the 
~pot marked out as a camping ground-a locality overrun with wild thorns 
and alive with ratth:snukcs; om Tndinns brought us several they had 
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caught. Thi~ venomous ,reptile, if ever there was one, ha,; a head mueh 

too small in proportion to its body; the skin is sometimes regularly spot­

ted with a dark black and a pale yellow colour. He h:18 uo sting, but 

very sharp teeth, Q bright sparkling eye; he carries under his tail 

several small scales which he cau inflate prodigiouRly, ana which he 

rattles violently one against the other when irritated: hence hiR name. 

His virus after being exposed to smoke i,; a specific against toothache; 

his flesh when smoked and pulverised is also a good cure for fever. Salt 

is applied as a cure on the part affected by his bite, which othC'rwise 
proves fatal in less than an hour. 

'l'he next day about 4 r.)I., ~f. d,c l':lontc::t!m arrived with the remaiu. 

del' of the forces; we had to start in spite of the r:lin whiell fell in tor· 

rents; we marched on the greatLr portiou of the )ji~ht until we discover­

ed 111. de Levis' camp, by three fires lighted in a trian::;le on tIL) crest of 

the mountain. \Ve halted thore; a general council was held; and then 

started for Lake George, di~tant twelve milc~. At twelve o'clook, noon, 

we took to the canoes to ascend, paddling sl')wly in order to allow the boats 

bearing our artillery to come up, but they could not do it, and at night they 
were more than three miles astern. Having arrived at an indenture, the 

point of which we could not pas.3 without revealing ourselves to the enemy, 

we resolved, until we receivcd fresh orders, to pass the night there. It 
was marked by a small incident which was the prelude to the ~iege. 

About eleven, two boats from the fort appeared oD. the lake; they 

soon had reason to alter their calm and lllca:mrcdmovements. A neigh. 

bor of mine, who kept watch for the benefit of all, noticed them at a fair 

distance. All the Indians were appris<ld of the fact, and preparations 

made to receive them, in haste but in silenc,). I was ordered to ,~ccL 

safety by going ashore and concealing myself in the woods. It was not 

through mistaken bravery, unsuited to a minister of religion, that I diE­

regarded the mandate. I thought the order was not serious, haviug reason 

to doubt the statement about the boats. It was not likely that our Iynx­

eyed enemies had failed to notice the presence, since two days, 011 tIlt' 

waters 'of the lake, of our four hundrell hoats; on this hypothesis I 

could scarcely persuade myself that two boats would have the foolhardi­

ness to appear in om' presence, much less to engage in combat forces so 

much superior. A frieud of mine who had seen all, reprimanded me 

12 
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in strong terms for not being where I ought t9 be: he was right; a boat 

te>lerably large held all the missionaries; a tent was spread over it to pro­

tect them against the inclemency of the weather during the cool nights. 

This white pavillion, under which we took shelter, was visible at a distance 

by moonlight, and the English were curious to find out what it was. To 

eome towards us or to run straight to destruction was one and the same 

thing. Fcw could have escaped, if, fortunately for them, a small inci­

Jent h,ld not warncd them a fcw minutes too soon for the success of our 

plan~. Onc of the sheep forming part of thc army supplies began to bleet; 

this sound, which presaged an ambuscade, caused the enemy to stop short, 

face about" and urge on their boats double quick, in order to escape, 

favored by darkness and the woods. 

What then remained to be done? Twelve hundred savages pursued 

the fug-iti ves, with yells as lou,] as they were incessant. Both parties 

seemed to hesitate; llot a shot was fired. The assailants not having had 

timp tl) form regularly, were afraid to fire lest they should hit one 

another; moreover they wished to make prisoners. The fGgitives strug­

gled hard to get away, am! were in the act of doing so, when the Indians 

fired. The British, being too close to the first canoes, returned the fire, 

and soon an ominous silence succeeded to all this noise. We were hoping 

YOI' yictory, when a pseudo-brave, who was not in the melee, shouted 

t.hat the .\bna(luis Indians had met with severe loss. Immediat,ely, seiz­

iog hol(1 of the religious vases wherewith to administer the last rites, I 

hurriedly jumped into a canoe to get to where the fight had taken place. 

I was howcver not wanted, as I learned from another Indian who had been 

ill the thick of it; none of our forces had been struck except a Nipis­

singuc who was killed, and another Indian warrior wounded, whilst 

boardiu:.; thc enemy. I did not wait for the end of his narrative, but has­
tencd ba(;k to our people, leaving the matter in the hands of the Nipis­

singue mi,,;osiuual'Y, Mr. Mathaveh. I arrived by water and met M. de 

Montcalm, who, on hearing the firing, had landed lower down and 

made his way through the woods; an Abnaquis Indian, at my request, 
related to him what had taken place ill a very few words. The darkness 

of the night prevented the number of dead bein'" known' the enemies' 
b ) 

boats had been captured and also three prisoners; the remainder strayed 

through the forest, 1\1. de Montcalm, pleased wit4 the success, thetl 
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withdrew to ponder over, with his usual sagacity, the operations of'the 
morrow. 

Day had scarcely dawned, when the warriors of the Nipissingue nation 

present, proceeded with the funeral of their dead warrior (a pagan,) 
killed in the engagement of the previous night. 

The funeral was accompanied with all the pomp amI ~how customary 

with savages. The body was decked out, or rather completelycoyered, 
with all the grotesque ornamcn t~ which vanity could devise for such a 

melancholy occasion; porcelain necklace, silver bracelets, rings in the 

ears and nose, sumptuous dresses, all was brought into requisition; paint 
and vermilion was resorted to in onler to replace, by freshness and an 

appearance of life, the palor of death, The wearing apparel of an Indian 
warnor was also us::!d i-a fiery red ribbon tied upon his breast; " 
gorget; his gun rested on his arm; a tomahawk in his girdle; his pipe 

in his mouth; his lance in hi~ hand; a well-filled can at his side. 
Thus gaudily attired as a warrior, he was seated on a grasBy mound as 

on a couch. Ranged in a circle round this corpse, the Iudians observed 
a solemn silence, as if oppressed with grief. The orator interrupted it by 

pronouncing the funeral oration on the clcad; to this succeeded war songs 
and dances, with the noise of tambourines and bells for music :, a death­

like solemnity, in keeping with the occasion, reigned throughout. The 
pageant ended by the burial of the Indian warrior with a large quantity 

of eatables deposited in the grave, no doubt to prevent the possibility of 

his dying a second time for want of food. 1 can[]ot, as to this ceremony, 

speak as an eye witness; the presence of a missionary would indeed be 

out of place at a pageant dictated by superstition and adopted by stupid 
credulity. I had these facts from spectators. ;~ * .,.. * 

Fort George was a square, flanked by four bastio[]s, with outer works 
and ditches eighteen to twenty feet deep; the scarp and counter scarp 

were sloped with moving sand; the walls consisted of large pine 
trunks supported by massive stakes, about fifteen to eighteen feet high, 
the interstices filled up solidly with sand. FoUl' or five hundred men, 
with nineteen cannon, defended it. Two or three of these were thirty-six: 
pounders, the others were of smaller caliber; there were also four or five 

mortars. The place was protected by no other ext~rnal works than a 
fortified rock, surrounded by a palisade and piles of stone, the garrison of 



84 BATTLE FIELDS OF OANADA. 

which consisted of' 1700 men which constantly sent reinforcements to the 

fort itself. The chief strength of this entrenchment consisted in its pe­

culiar po~ition, which commanded all surrounding objects, and which, on 

account of thc mountnim, aml swamps in its neighborhood, could onlybe 

attnd(cd with artillery fr()m the fort. Such was Fort George from what 

I Raw anu h('~lJ'(l of it artie!' its capitulation. It was impossible to invest 

alII] attaL·k it Oll all ,ill~i'. (;,000 French or Canadians and 1700 savagep, 

our whole Rtrength, Wl'fe not enough to compass its surrender with any 

degree ut' ~ueeeSR. ~O,OOO men woulu scarcely have sufficed. The cnemy 

had alwuyt; a kinu of' back door, whereby they could retreat to the forest 

-a good plan-had they to cyade enemies which were not Indians; 

but from such escape under cover of' the woods is more than hazardous. 

The Indian warrif)rs were encamped on the Lydis road, so close to the 

woods atlll in such numbcrs that this plan of evasion could scarcclyavail 

them. On the heights of the land close by and within hail, were located 

the Uunadiaos. Lastly, the French regulars-to whom, properly speaking, 

were confider! the siege opcratiolls-were disposed on the edge of the 

wood, clu~e to where the trench would open; then came the reserve 

('amp, sufficiently ~trollg to ward off assault. 

These prdiminaries ~cttled, ill. de Montcalm sent proposals to the 

(,nemy, which, had they been accepted, would have saved a great deal 

of blood and sorrow. The following are very nearly the terms of the 

letter sent tu 1\1. Moreau (Col. Munro), the British officer in charge: 

"STR,-I corne at the head of forces large enough to take possession 

of the place under your command, and to intercept any succour which 

might come to you from elsewhere. Among my followers is a crowd of 

ERvage tribes, whom any blood spilt might render deaf to any sentiments 

of mercy and moderation. My love of humanity induces me to ask from 

you a surrender, now that I may yet obtain from them terms of capitula­

tion honorable to your~el"\"!'s, and useful to all.-I remain, &c. 

(Signed) " MONTCAJ,i',r." 

lVI. dc Levis' aide-de-camp, lVI. Fontbrane, was the bearer of this 

letter. The English officers, several of whom he knew, received 1\1. 
Fontbrane with that courtesy customary between honorable men in times 

of war. But no surrender was granted. The reply ran thus: 
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"Monsieur Ie G('nel'al, 1 feel obliged to you in particular for the 

gracious offers you make. I fwr not barbarous treatment. My men, 
like myself, are determined to conquer or die.-I am, S(; . 

(Signed) " MonEAU (Mun1'o.)" 

This proud reply was accompanied with :l :-':llviJ of guns. ,Ye were far 

from being able to answer. Before eSbblishing a battery, we had to carry 

our guns throll::::h woods and over roeks, fully a mile and a half. Thank·, 
to the yoracity of our Indian allies, we were deprived of' the usc of our 
horses for this duty. Tired of salt llleat, thcy had not hesitatcd to sl'izl' 
hold of them some days previously, killing and cating thcm, without tak­
ing counsel of anyone except theil.' stomachs. In the absence of beasts 

of burthen, so many strong arms and loyal men set to work that the task 
was soon completed. During all this, I was lodged close to the hospital, 

a spot from whence I could easily afford to lend the help of my ministry 

to the dying and wounded. I remained there some time without having' 

any news about my Indians. This silence causell mc uncasiness. I was 

very desirous of assembling them once more, to inspire them with Rcn­

timents becoming religion, in the pcrilous position in which they were. 
I determined on going to seek them. The trip, over and ~bovc its length, 

was beset with perils. I had to pass by the trench where a soldier, close 

by me, had met his death, whilst examining the curious indenture a bullet 
had made on a tree. On my road, I must confess I was struck with the 
way the French and the Canadians performed the dangerous duties de­
volving on them. On seeing the joy with which they carried to the 

scene of danger felled trces and other siege implem~nts, one would havc 

imagined they considered themsel ves invulnerable against the incessant 
fire of the enemy. Such acts denote pluck and lovc of country, and this 

is the true character of the nation. I went all round without finding 

anyone except a few stray squads of Abnaquis, so that my journey re­
sulted in noJ:hing except in shewing my good will. At that distance 

from my people I could be of but very little use to them j still I rendered 
some service to a prisoner, a Ilioraigan, whose tribc is favorable to, and 
mostly cntirely under, the dominion of Britain. This man's fa'3e was 
quite repulsiv<! j an enormous head with small eyes, n heavy body and 
diminutive stature, thick and short lcgs: these traits aUlI many others 

classified him amongst deformed men; nevertheless he was a human being, 
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and as such entitled to the offices of christian charity, being still more the 

victim of his looks than of misfortune. He was baund to the trunk of 

It tree, wherc his grotesque face attracted the curiosity of passers-by; 

jeers and taunts were his lot at first, then came blows: he was struck so 

violently as nearly to cause him the loss of an eye. Such conductrevolted 

me j I ran to the relief of this unfortunate, and pained by his misfortune, 

I authoritatively expelled from the spot idle spectators. I mounted 

guard near him a portion of the day, and played my part so well that I 
enlisted in his behalf his masters' (the savages) sympathies, so that the 

persecutions ceased without my remaining there. I do not know whether 

he felt f',rateful j he gave me only a wild glance; but independently of 

religion, I was more than compensated by the pleasure I had experienced 

in saving au unhappy being. There were plenty of other unfortunates. 

Every day Indian skill and bravery added to their numbers, in the shape 

of prisoners. '1'he enemy could not stir out of the fort without meeting 

eaptivity or death. The following will show: an English woman took 

into her heacl tn gil in quest of vegetables, in a cult.ivated patch close to 

the ditch of the fortress; hcr daring cost her dear. A savage, secreted 

in :t cablJage beel, s~w her and "hot her dead. The enemy tried in vain 

til remove h('1' llody; the victor stood sentry all aay long, and finally 

.'calpea her. 

In the meantime, t he ~avagcs got very de~pondiDg at not hearing any 

~bots fired from the big guns, as they called our cannon. They grew im­

patient at not being allowed to carryon the war alone. To satisfy them, we 

had to hasten to begin the siege and to mount our first battery. When it 

opened for the first time, the whole mountains resounded with their yells 

and joyous cries. IVe ,",ere dispensed during the operations from taking 

lUuch trouble to ~l,;ccrt~in the effcct of our firing; the wild yells of the 

[ndians ~oon carried this information in every direction. I seriously 

thought fir changing my quart~l's; thc distance which intervened be­

tween them ~nd where my neophytes were, left me no duties to perform, 
but before this changc took place an alarming incident occurred. The 

frequent trips which the enemy made during the day towards their boats 

made ns snspect some grand move was in contemplation. A rumor 

got abroad that they intended tn burn our war and commissariat 

supplies. l\I. de Launay, captain of a French regiment of grenadiers 
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was instructed to watch over the boats which containeu them. The 
skilful measures he had devised rendered it almost a subject of regret to 
us that the enemy did not show llimself. I, subsequently to this, joined 

my Abnaquis and remained with them during the remainder of the 
campaign. Nothing of note took phcc for some days, except the 
promptitude with which thc siege operations progressed. Our second 
battery was erectcd in two day~. This was for the Indians the occasion 
for a new holiday, which they celebrated in a style befitting warriors. 
They were constantly hovering around our gunner~, whose skill they 

admired. N or was their admiration barren in results. They were re­
solved to make themselves useful in every way; undertaking to act 
as gunners, and one in particular got very expert. A savage having 
himself pointed a gUll, ,truck exactly a retreatiug angle, on which he 

had been told to take aim. He however declined trying a second shot, al­
leging that as he had at the onset attained to perfection, he ought not to 
risk h~s reputation on a second attempt. But what scorned to astonish the 
savages most in our siege operations was the several zigzags of a trench 
whicb, like subterranean passages, are so useful in protecting the be­
siegers from the fire of the besieged. They witnessed with unbounded 
curiosity the finish and perfection "hich the French grenadiers bestowed 
on their works. Thc force of examplc soon inducell them to set to, 
with pick and hoe, to open a trench towards the fortified rock, a task 
confided to them. They soon had extended the trench so far that they 
got within gun shot. .DI. de Villiors, brother to M. de Jumonville, an 
officer whose name alone indicated merit, took advantage of this trench 
to march up with a detachment of Canadians in order to open fire on 
the outer defences of the enemy. The action was sharp, long and 
bloody for the enemy, who abandoned these outer works i-the chief en­
trenchments would also have been carried that day if their capture 
could have ensured the fall of thc place. Each day was signalised by 

some brilliant feat of arms, either by the French, the Canadiaus or tho 
savages. Iu the meantime the enemy held out resolutely, buoyed up 
with the hope3 of a prompt relief. A trivial occurrene" which hap­
pened then ought to have greatly decreased these hopes. Our scouts met 
in the woods three messengers, who had left Fort Lydis (Eclward): they 

killed the first, captured the second, and the third escaped by swiftness 
of foot. A letter was discovered in a hollow bullet concealed on the 
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body of tbe dead messenger with so much art, that none save a soldier 

experienced in these matters could hwe detected it. This letter was 
signel by the commander of Fort Lydis, and addressed to tbe com­

mander of Fort George. It contained the summary of the confession 
extorted from a Canadian, made prisoner on the first night of our 

arrival. He had stated that out' army consisted of 11,000 men, and our 

J ndian allies of 2,000, with most formidable artillery. This was er­
roneom, and our forces were considerably over-estimated. But the error 
did not proceed from fraud, which, however useful it can be to any country, 

cannot be pardoned by an honorable man, be he ever so patriotic. 
Until thi~ campaign, the hrgcst armies from Canada had rarely exceeded 
:,00 men j surprise and wonder magnified ours to those unaccustomed to see 
considerable ones. I have often, during the campaign, witnessed greater 

illusions in this way. The cOllllllander of' Fort Lydis concluded his 

letter by informing his colleague that the interest of the king, his 
mastel', did not permit him to send any soldiers from the fort: that it 
was 1ti~ uuty to capitulate and make the best of terms. 

The best me Montcalm fancied this letter could be applied, was to 
havc it delivered to its address by the surviviog despatch-bearer, who 
had been captureu. 'l'he English officer (Munro) thanked him, and hoped 

he would continue to act with the same courtesy. This act either 
indicated that he was joking, or else a prolonged resistance. The actual 

state of' the place did not presage the latter: one-half of its batteries 
dismounted and rendered useless by our guns j terror amongst the be­

siegeu, whose courage was only kept up by rum j finally, frequent 

desertions-all combined to show that surrender was close at hand. 

Such was the opinion of deserters, who would have come in crowds had 
not our Indian allieo: increased the perils attending such a feat. 

Amongst those who sought refuge in our ranks, there was an indivi· 
dual belonging to a neighboring republic, our faithful ally, who enabled 
me to claim him soon, as a returned son of the church. I visited him 
soon at the hospital, where he lay wounded. On my return, I noticed 

a general movement in all quarters of the camp-Prench, Canadians aud 
Inuians, all ran to arms. The rumor of the arrival of suecer to the 
enemy had caused this commotion. Amidst alarm, 1\1:. de Montcalm, 

with that coolness which marks a master mind, made arrange· 
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ments for the safety of our trenches, of our batteries ana bOMS, and then 
left to head the army. I was quietly seated at the door of my lent, 
from which I could see our troops go by, when an Abnaquis put an end 
to my contemplative .mood, by unceremoniously saying t,) me: "FatT!cr, 

yOl~ pledged yourself that no danger lwuld dettl' !J01~ fl'om coming to 

administer to us the 1'j'teJ o/yollr jOellglon j do you thin!.; Ol!r u;ouncled men 

could come to YOlt from the battle-jield, across these rnountm'ils.f! lre 
now start to fight, ana look to yon to flt7fil your promise." Thi'~ strong 
appeal made me forget my fatigues. I took my position with ~Jacrity 

in front of our regular3. After a forced march, I arrind a~ a spot 
where my people, in front of all the troops, were waiting for tho haW" 
to begin. I deputed, 0;) the ~pot" messengers to bring the~ ail 
together, and gave them a general absolution before meeting the enemy; 
but no enemy came. 1\1. de Montcalm, in order not to lose the advan­
tage of his preparations, sought to bring them out by the following 
stratagem. He proposed that the French and Canadians should simulate 
a fight, whilst the Indians, secreted in the woods, should lie in wait for 
the enemy, who would assuredly make a sortie, Our Iroquois approved 
of the plan, but alleged that the day was too far gone. The other savages 
were in favor of the ruse de glte1're, but the excuse of the Iroquois prevailed; 
so that all had to withdraw without seeing anything more than the pre­
parations for a fight. At last, the next day being the eye of tho fete of 
Saint Lawrence and the seventh after our arrival, the tl'?.lche Ilu\'ing 
been pushed as far as the gardens, we were jnst going t·) mount our 
third and last battery. The closene8s of the fort led u.s to hC'jJu tbt in 
three or four days it might be assaulted by all our forces, and o-.:;:,c ~,ed; 

but the enemy saved us the trouble and danger: they hunz 'Jl't ':ile 

white flag, and asked to surrender. 
We are now drawing near to the capitulation of the fort, anci t.,; dle 

bloody catastrophe which ensued. No doubt that every corner of EUffJpe 
has echoed with the llC'WS of this melancholy event, w hese ocliou~ cha­
racter (unexplained) is calculated to cast a stigma on :Francc. ·rVL..l' 

equity will soon be in a position to c1ecidewhether this horrible charge rests, 
or not, on malignity or on ignorance of the facts. I shall merely adduce 
circumstances so public and so incontrovertible, that I can even, ,·:ir.t.0ut 
fear of contradiction, appeal to the testimony of the English officers who 

13 
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saw thcm and suffered from them. Thc Marquis of Montcalm, before 

grantmg any capitulation, had thought proper, in order to have the capitu. 

lation rCllpccted, to consult all the Indian tribes present. He assembled 

all their chicfs, and laid before them the terms· of the surrender j it 

granted to the garrison the right to march out of the fort with all the 

honors of war, imposing on them the obligation not to serve for eighteen 

months against the King of France, and to release all the Canadians 

made prisoners during this war. These terms rcceived general assent 

and approbation, and were signed by the generals of both armies. Con· 
sequently, the French army, drawn up in line of battle, advanced towards 

the fort, to take possession of it in the name of His Most Christian Ma· 
jcsty, whilst the English troops, in good order, left it to go and post them­

selves, until the next day, in thc retrenchments. Their march was not 

interrupted by a violation of the rights of nations. But soon the savages 

gave good cause of complaint. Whilst the French were entering the 

fort, thc savages had crowded in numbers, in its intcrior, by the port-holes, 

in ordcr to plunder, as plunder had been promised to them, but plunder 
did not suffice. Several sick, being too ill to follow their friends in their 

honorable capituhtion, had remained in the casemates j these fell victims 

to the unmerciful cruelty of the savages: they were butchered in my 
prcscnce. I saw onc of those fiends issue from oue of those pestiferous 

casem[\te~, which thirst of blood alone could have induced him to enter, 

bcaring triumphantly iu his hand a human head all bloody; he 

would not have been morc proud of thc richest trophy imaginable. 

This was but the prelude to the tragedy to be enacted on the morrow. 
At daybreak, the Indians crowdcd round the defences. They began by 
asking the English for all thc effects, provisions and valuables which 
their covctous eyes could detect; but their dcmand was made in terms 

indicating that a refusal would be attended with a thrust from a lance. 

Everything was given up instantly, even to the wearing apparel in actual 

usc. This condescension was calculatcd to softcn the mind, but an 

Indian's heart is not like the heart of ordinary men; you would fancy 

that Nature itself has intended it as the seat of inhumanity. The 

savages were disposed to commit the greatest excesses. A detachment 

of 400 French regulars arrived to protect the retreat of the British. 

The English filed off. Alas for those who could not follow, or lagged behind 
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from the main body! Their corpses strewed the soil and the interior of the 
works. This butchery, which at first had been attempted by a few 
Indians only, was the signal on which all the rest becamc like so many 
infuriated wild beasts. They struck right and left with their war-axes 
at those within their reach. The ma,sacre, however, was not so great, 
nor did it last as long, as their fury would make one fancy; it attaineu 
to some forty or fifty cases. The patienec of the British, who. contented 
themselves with bowing their heads under the hatchets of their execu­
tioners, appeased it all at once, without bringing back reason and justice 
amongst them. Amidst incessant yells, the savages continued to make 
prisoners. 

I arrived at that moment. It is more than man can do to possess 
insensibility in such heartrending scenes. The son wrested from a 
father's arms, the daughter violently separated from a mother's embrace, 
the husband dragged from his wife's bosom, officers despoiled of every 
garment except their shirt, without regard to their runk or to common 
decency: crowds of unfortunate beings rushing wildly, some towards the 
French tents, some towards the fort,-in fact filling up any place likely 
to afford shelter; such was the doleful spectacle which broke on my 
sight. In the meantime the French were neither idle nor indifferent 
spectators of the catastrophe. The Chevalier de Levis hurried wher­
ever the tumult was the greatest, with a courage dictated by clemency 
and natural to so illustrious a name. A thousand times he braved 
certain death, from which he would not have escaped, notwithstanding 
his rank and merit, without the interposition of a. special Providence, 
which withheld the arm ready to strike. The French officers aud the 
Canadians followed his example, with a zeal worthy of the humane 
treatment which has always characterized this nation, but the bulk of 
our forces, employed in guarding our batteries and the fort, was pre­
vented by the distance from helping in this work. Of what avail could 
400 men be against 1,500 infuriated savages who confounded us with 
the enemy? One of our sergeants who had actively resisted their 
cruelty, received a lance thrust which prostrated him. One of our 
French officers, in recompense of similar devotion, received a large 
wound which brought him to death's door: moreover, in those moments 
of alarm, no one knew which way to run. The measures seemingly the 
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most judicious EClded in a miserable failure. M. de Montcalm, who 
heard of these de:: ugs late, on account of the distance between his tent 

and the spot, as so)n as informed of them, used such speed in coming 
there as proved t 1, 2;oorlness and generosity of his heart. He seemed 

to be evel'yv,-h::'e ~t once : prayer~, threats, promises,-he tried every­
t1:ir:g; at las; !lc -,'e-,orted to force. The position and merit of Colonel 

Youn (Your;g) iLlQU(:cd him to exert his authority and use violence to 

tear fr01:1 the llanus of a savage, (Colonel) Young's nephew. But, alas! 
the deliverance of this young J'i~,e cost the life to some prisoners, who 

were butchered on the spot, lest they too should be rescued alive. 
'The tumult still continued, when some one thought of telling the 
British to march off "to the double quick." This plan succeeded. The 
~ayag."s, fiodiD;:!' pursuit useless and having made some prisoners, desisted. 
The British coutinued uUlllolested their retreat on Fort Lydis, where they 
arrived, at U!"d only three or four hundred strong. I cannot state the 
llun:lx., cf tLose who, having taken to the woods, succeeded in getting 
to tn 2 f!Jrt, guided by the report of the guns, which were, during several 
days, :J.[ed for their guidance. 

The rest of the garrison had not, however, met with death, nor was 
it ',:ebi!:!,,,d in captivity; several had saved themselves by retrcating to 
the fiJI ~ or to the Freneh tents, It was at the latter place I went a& 
SOO;} ~d tll', tumult was over. A crowd of forlorn women bemoaning 
th;:;:"' L~e, surrounded me; they threw themselves at my feet, kissed 
the [Ok1.-t of my garment, uttering lamentations which were heartrending, 

NOl' had I the power to remove the cause of their grief. They 
caUd aloua for their sons, their daughters and husbands, torn from them 
[ore'l9r, a3 if I could restore them. An opportunity presented of les· 
senil.g at least the number of these unfortunates. 1 eagerly avail. 
ed Dly,)c~f of it. A French officer informed me that in his camp 
there was '1 Huron who had in his possession a child, six months' old, 
whom the savage would certainly put to death, unless I hastened to 

rescue it. I hurried to the savage's tent, and found him holding in'his 
arms the innocent victim, who was covering with kisses the hands of its 
executioner, and playing with some porcelain ornaments which hung 
about his person. This spectacle inflamed me with a new ardor. 
I commenced by awarding to the savage all the praise which was due to 
the bravery of his tribe. He saw through me at once, 
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" Here," said he, civilly, to me; "do lIoU see tMs cMld? 1 have not 

stolen !Lim; I found !Lim stowed a/cay 'in a hea.qe. ron want him, but 
you shall not get h1·m." 

In vain I tried to convince him how useless it would be for him to 
attempt to retain the infant as his prisoner, aR, from the want of proper 
nourishment, it was sure to die. 

He produced SO'lle tallow to feed it with, adding: "That even if the 
child did die, he could always find a corner to bury it in j and that then, 
I might, if I choose, give it my blessing." 

I replied by offering him for his little captive a tolerably large 
sum of money. He declined; but consented in the end, if I would 
give him in exchange another British prisoner. [ha<J. made up my 
mind to seeing the negotiation end by the death of the child, when I 
noticed the Huron converse in the Indian dialect with another savage. 
Our dialogue had heretofore been carried on in French. This gave 
me fresh hope: nor was I disappointed. The result was that the child 
would be mine, if I gave in exchange the scalp of an enemy. 

" Yon shall have it very shortly," said I, "if lion 10ill keep to lI01t1' 

bargain." I ran to the Abnaq~is Camp and asked the first savage I 
met, if he owned any scalps, and if so, that I would consider it a favor 
to be presented with one. He immediately, with much kindness, untied 
his wallet and allowed me the pick of scalps. Possessed with one of 
these barbarous trophies, I carried it triumphantly, followed by a crowd 
of French and Canadians, who were curious to 'see the end of this 
singular adventure. 

Joy lent me wings: I ran in an instant to my Huron friend: "Here," 
said I; "he1'e is lIour pall." 

" Yon are right," said he j (( it is 1'eally a B?'itish scalp; the !tw'/, ,is 
j>ed /"* (Red hair often distinguished the British colonists.) "Take 

the bOll; he is lIours." 

I did not allow him time for a second thought, and seized hold of the 
child, who was mostly naked, wrapping him up in thc folds of my robe. 
The little fellow was not accustomed to be so roughly handled, and uttered 
cries, which indicated as much awkwardness in me as pain with him. 

'" Probltbly it belonged to a Scotohman, as a large number of S~otch served ill the 
British armie" in America before and at the time of the conquest of Canada. 
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most judicious ended in a miserable failure. M. de Montcalm) who 
heard of these do: ugs late, on account of the distance between his tent 

and the spot, as so:m as informed of them, used such speed in coming 
there as prove l l t hr goodness and generosity of his heart. He seemed 

t.o be everY17(;8:'C' :::t once: prayers, threats, promises,-he tried every­
thing; at b~; !J8 :<'(;',orted to force. The position and merit of Colonel 
Youn (Y'our:.2') i;:;:~;1e:-:!d hlill to exert his authority and use violence to 

tear from thG haLQS of a sav,,[.;e, (Colonel) Young's nephew. But, alas! 
the deliverance of this J0lWg )'i:,(! cost the life to some prisoners, who 

Were butchered on the spot, lest they too should be rescued alive. 
'The tumult still continued, when some one thought of telling the 
British to march off "to the double quick." This plan succeeded. The 
savages, findlllg pursuit useless and having made some prisoners, desisted. 
The British continued unmolested their retreat on Fort Lydis, where they 
arrived, at Drat only three or four hundred strong. I cannot state the 
number of those who, having taken to the woods, succeeded in getting 

to the fort, guided by the report of the guns, which were, during several 
days, '.ired for their guidance. 

Th3 rest .)f the garrison had not, however, met with death, nor was 
it f,: etJ.it: 3d in captivity j several had saved themselves by retreating to 
thE; f;)r~ or to the Freneh tents. It was at the latter plaee I went as 

500:1 E.:l the tumult was over. A crowd of forlorn women bemoaning 
th.:;;"' L~eJ surrounucd me j they threw themselves at my feet, kissed 
the' GklLt of my garment, uttering lamentations which were heartrending. 

Nor lweI I the power to remove the cause of their grief. They 
caUd aloud for their SODS, their daughters and husbands, torn from them 
fo1'e'l9r, as if I could restore them. An opportunity presented of les­
senipg at least the number of these unfortunates. 1 eagerly avail­
ed uy"c~f of it. A French officer informed me that in his camp 
there was '1 Huron who had in his possession a child, six months' old, 
whom the savage would certainly put to death, unless I hastened to 

rescue it. I hurried to the savage's tent, and found him holding in' his 
arms the innocent victim, who was covering with kisses the hands of its 
executioner, and playing with some porcelain ornaments which hung 
about his person, This spectacle inflamed me with a new ardor. 
I commenced by awarding to the savage all the praise which was due to 
the bravory of his tribe. He saw through me at once, 
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" Here," said he, civilly, to me; "do you see this child .'? 1 have not 

stolen him i I found him stowed away in a hedge. Tellt want him, but 
you shall not get him." 

In vain I tried to convince him how useless it would be for him to 
attempt to retain the infant as his prisoner, as, from the want of proper 
nourishment, it was sure to die. 

He produ(Jcd some tallow to feed it with, adding: Ii That eVen if the 

child did die, he could always find a corner to bury it in; and that thcn, 
I might, if I choose, give it my blessing." 

I replied by offering him for his little captive a tolerably large 
sum of money. He declined; but conscnted in the end, if I would 

give him in exchange another British prisoner. [had made up my 
mind to secing the negotiation end by the death of the child, when I 
noticed the Huron converse in the Indian dialect with another savagc. 
Our dialogue had heretofore been carried on in French. This gave 

me fresh hope: nor was I disappointed. The result was that the child 

would be mine, if I gave in exchange the scalp of an enemy. 

" YOlt shall have it very shortly," said I, "if YOltWIZZ keep to youI' 
bal·gain." I ran to the Abnaquis ~amp and asked the first savage 1 
met, if he owned any scalps, and if so, that I would consider it a favor 
to be presented with one. He immediately, with much kindness, untied 

his wallet and allowed me the pick of scalps. Possessed with one of 

these barbarous trophies, I carried it triumphantly, followed by a crowd 
of French and Canadians, who were curious to 'see the end of thig 

singular adventure. 
Joy lent me wings: I ran in an instant to my Huron friend: "Herf'," 

said I; "here is your pay." 
{f Yon are right," said he; "it is 1'cally a B7'itish scalp i the lwlr 'i~ 

j"ed /"* (Red hair often distinguished the British colonists.) "Take 

the boy i he is yours." 
I did not allow him time for a second thought, and seized hold of the 

child, who was mostly naked, wrapping him up in the folds of my robe. 

The little fellow was not accustomed to be so roughly handled, and uttered 

cries, which indicated as much awkwardness in me as pain with him, 

* Probably it belonged to a ScotohmaD, as a large number of S~otch served in the 
British a~mie~ in America before and at the time of the conquest of Cauada. 
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I consoled myself with the hope that he would soon be confided to more 

experienced hands. I arrived at the fort. The infant's wailings caused 

all the women to rush towards me; all hoped to find a lost child. They 
examined him eagerly, but neither their hearts nor their eyes could 

discover a son. They withdrew to vent again their grief in loud lamen­
tations. My embarrassment was great to find myself with my charge, 

some forty or fifty leagues from any French settlement. How could I 
provide for so young an infant? 

I was overwhelmed with my thoughts, when I happened to see passing 

by a .British officer who spoke French fluently. "Sir," said I, " I have 
just rescued this child from captivity, but he is certainly doomed to die, 
unless you order some of these women to nurse it, until I find means to 
provide for it. The French officers present backed my prayer. 

The British officer then spoke to the women. One offered to nurse 

the child if I would guarantee her life and that of her husband, and 
haxe them comIucted safe to Boston l'iil Montreal. I accepted these 
terms, and asked Mr. de Bourlamarque to allow me three grenadiers to 
escort the English to tl1e camp of the Canadians, where I hoped to find 
means to fulfil Illy engagements. This worthy officer acceded to my 
proposal. 

I was just in the act of leaving the fort, whcn the child's father turned 

up: he had been struck by a shell, and lay quite helpless; he entirely 
concurrcu in what had been planned to save the life of his cbild. I 
started with my English friends, * escorted by the three grenadiers. After 
a fatigueing but successful march of two hours, we arrived at the quarters 
of the Canadians. I shall not pretend to pourtray the crowning feat of 
my undertaking: there are some things which are beyond the power of 
words. We had scarcely arrived in the neighborhood of the camp, when 
a loud exclamation cau?;ht my ears. Was it from grief? was it from 
joy? It proceeded from all this, and from more. It was the voice of a 
mother. From afar, the piercing eye of the parent had recognized her 
darliclg boy; wh0 can deceive a mother? She rushed wildly towards 
the English lady who held the child, tearing it from her arms frantically, 
as if she feared to lose it a second time. One can imagine her transports 

---------------~-- -----------
", Tbe English woman who hurl eonsented to take cbarge of tbe infant, and her 

husband. 
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all finding again her child, and on being told that her husbanll-to whom 
she thought she had said adieu for the last time-was still alive. One 
thing was still wanting to my entire happiness, that is, re-uniting the 
father and the mother of the child. 

I again retraced my steps towards the fort. I felt very weak; it was 
later than one o'clock P.:II., and I had had yet nothing to eat. On my 
arrival I mostly fainted. The kind offices of the French officers soon 
allowed me to finish my good work. I had the fort searched for thc 
Englishman I was looking for, but the search for a long time was 
unavailing. The pain caused by his wound had made him seck for rcst 
in the most ~olitary part of the fort. He was found at last; and I wa~ 

just going to conduct him back to his wife, when the mother a!1d her 
son made their appearance. Orders had been issued to assemble together 
all the English dispersed in different directions, numbering about 500, 
and to conduct them to the fort, where their subsistence might be 
provided for more easily, until they could be sent to Orange; this was 
happily done a few days after. I was cordially thanked,-llot only by 
those I had saved, but also by the English officers,-and that repeatedly. 
As to the offers to serve me, they merely flattered me, as springing 
from a scnse of gratitude. A missionary like me has no rEcompense to 
look for except from the Almighty. 

I cannot help noticing the recompenEe which the English woman llIet 
with, who had consented to nurse the child in the absence of its real 
mother. Providence, through the instrumentality of my colleague, 1\1. 
Picquet, restored to her her missing child. I remained a few days 
longer in the neighborhood of the fort, and my ministry was crowned 
with more success, in rescuing more prisoners, and in saving the lives of 
some French officers, jeopardized by the acts of some dnlllkcn savages 

Such are the circumstances of the unfortunate expedition which has 
Lhrown dishonor on the bravery evinced by the Indians during all the 
siege operat-ions, and which has rendered burthensome to ourselves even 
their good offices. They pretend to justify their conduct. The Abnaq nis 
in particular allege their right to wreak vengeance for the treatment 
experienced by their warriors no later than last winter, when, during 
peace or pending a truce, they were betrayed and slaughtered by the 
British of the Acadian forts. For my part, I do not pretend to place on 
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its trial a nation, who, although it may be our enemy, has not the less 

many titles to our respect. I have not sufficient knowledge offacts to do so. 
I am not aware that I have mixed up with this narrative a single circum. 

stance which could be gainsaid, nor do I see that malignity can 
discover any fact calculated to affix on the French the odiousness of 
this event. We had got the Indians to agree to the conditions of surren· 
del'; what could be more calculated to prevent any infraction of its 
terms? 

A guard of four hundred men had been assigned to the enemy, as an 
escort, to pl'otect their retreat: some of the escort fell, in their zeal to 
prevent the tumult: could any stronger means have been devised to ensure 
the observance of the treaty? Finally, large sums were expended to reo 

purchase the English prisoners from the savages, so that nearly four hun· 
dred are at Quebec, ready to embark for Boston. Could the violation of 
the treat.y be more efficaciously repaired? These queries seem to me 
unanswerable. The savages are the'l alone responsible for this violation 
of the rights of nations; with their unquenchable ferocity, with their utter 

disregard of all control, lies the cause. The news of this carnage, spread 
in the English colonies, has struck such universal terror, that a single 
Indian dare d to go :md makc prisoners at the very doors of Orange 
(Albany), without being opposed or molested in his retreat. 

The cnemy did nothing to oppose us in the interval which followed 
the capture of the fort, and still the situation of the French army was 
most critical. The savages, except the Abnaquis and Nipistingues, had 
disappeared on thc day of the massacre. Twelve hundred men were occu· 
pied in destroying the fort; about one thousanu were busy conveying away 
the immense military stores and provisions which had fallen into our hands. 
There was a mere handful of soldiers remaining to meet the enemy, had he 
shown himself. This inacti vity gave us the means of completing our work. 
Fort George has been completely destroyed, and the remains consumed 

by fire. It was only when it was burnt, that we understood the extent 
of the enemy's losses. There were casemates and subterranean rp.cesses 
filled with corpses, which, during some days, furnished material to the 
flames. Our loss was merely 31 killed (of which three were Indians) 
and 25 wounded. I then returned to Montreal on Assumption Day. 
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Battle of <!Iarilloll, *' 
8TH JULY, 1759. 

JULY I.-Montcalm made a movement in advance, echelollinyt his 
troops from Fort Carillon to the foot of Lake George, to curb the 
enemy, and obstruot their landing. 

July 5.-1'he British embarked, at the lake head, in 900 Large, and 130 

bateaux, while on numerous rafts cannon were mounted, constituting SI! 

many floating batteries. "The sky was serene," says Mr. Dwight, " and 
the weather superb: our flotilla sped its way in measured time, in accord 
with inspiriting martialmusi,'. The standards' folds floated gaily in the 

sunshine; and joyous anticipations of a coming triumph beamed in every 

eye. The firmament above, the earth below, and all things around us, 

formed together a glorious spectacle. The sun, since his course in the 

heavens began, rarely ever lighted up a scene of greater beauty 0]' 

grandeur." 

The British van, 6000 strong, led by Lord Howe, reached the lake 

foot early on the 6th, and landed at Camp Brftle. c'.s it approached 

Bourlamaque fell back on La Chute, where Montcalm was posted, after 
waiting, but in vain, the rctum of M. de Trepez('c, whom he had sent Of] 

a reconnaissance to l\Iont Pelee, with 300 men. The latt8r, at sight of 
the enemy, meant to rejoin Bourlamaque, but lost his way in the woods i 

thereby, through the delay ensuing, just a,3 he reached the spot whence 
he had set out, his corps was surrounded by the enemy, and two-thirds 

of the men were killed, or drowned in attempted flight. The rest, who 
formed his rear-guard and ha(l taken another route, arrived safely at Jja 

Chute, whither Trepezee aud another officer were borne mortally 

wounded. It was also in this fortuitous skirmioh that Lord Howe lo"t 

his life. He was a y,)Ung man, but an officer of much promise, whose 

death was greatly mourned over by his compatriots. 
The amount of the enemy's force, and his intents, were now alike dis· 

'" Garneau's History of C"nada, Bell's trnnsl::ttion. 
t Echelon, Fr., is a stepping-bar or round in a ladder; hence the military term 

~chelon"er, dispose parties of soldiers elL lclLelon (ladder-fashion); i. o. mnge them in 
detachments on a line, with interspaces at determinate intervals.-B. 

14: 
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cerniblc. Montcalm broke up his camp at Ija Chute; while, supported 

by the colonial regulars and 400 to 500 Canadians, just come up, he 

defiled toward,~ the heights of Carillon, where he proposed to do battle; 

for it han been determined that, whatever might be the disparity in the 

numbers 0[' the two armi,'c;, the entry to Canada should not be given up 

without a "trugglc, ;\Iolltcalm at first elected to make his stand at Fort 

St. Frc;,Jeric (Crown-Point) j but r.r. de Lotbiniere, who knew the 

country well, counselled him to prefer the heights of Carillon: the 

enemy, he Haid, could not pas::; that way, if it were (judicionsly) occu· 

pied j and it, would be easy to strengthen the pass by entrenching, under 

the cannon of the fort j whereas, he observed, the works needful to cover 

St. Frederic would take two months to execute: not to mention that 

Carillon, once cleared, the enemy could safely descend Jjake Champlain, 

leaving the former stronghold uJlassailed, in his rear. l\Iontcalm, feeling 

the cogency of this reasoning, halted the troops as soon as they reached 

Carillon ill their retrograde march j then he gave them orders to take up 

a position in adY:lDCC of th~ fort, and them entrench themselves, as 

propo~l'll. 

The hl'ights of Carillon arc situated within a triangle formed by the 

discharge of the supedlux waters of Lake George, named La Chute 

River, and Lake Champlain, into which they here flow. Some bluffs 

(lJl{lIes), which arc not lofty, and rise highest at the summit of the tri­

angle, terminate, by an easy slope, towards the lake, but present a steep 

fronta~c (escurpemeJli) to the river, the latter having a strand alongside 

it about 50 yards broad. At the extremity of the triangle, on the cdge 

of the frontage aforesaid, was a slllall redoubt, the fire from which radiated 

on the river and lake j enfilading, too, the sloping ground along the 
coun:e of the stre[tll. This redouLt was connected by a parapet with 

Fort Carillon (the ruins of which may still be seen). The fort, which 

could contain 300 to ·100 men, lay in the lap of the triangl\l, and com· 

manded the centre and right side of the plateau, as well as the plain 

below, in the direction of Lake Champlain and the River St. Frederic. 
The enemy in our front bivouacked during the night of July 6-7. The 

glare of their numerous fires indicated that they were in great numbers 

near tho portage. The French entrenchments, of zigzag outline, were 

begun in the evening of the 6th, and carried on most actively on the 
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7th. They began at the fort, followed for some lcngth the crcst of the 

heights, in the direction of La Chute Hi vcr, and then turned to the 
right, in order to traverse the triangle at its base, following the sinuos­

ities of a gorge of little depth, running across the platean, and finally 
descended to the hollow (bas:!,oncl) which extends to the lake. The lines 

of entrenchment might have about GOO yards of development, and a 

height of five feet: they wore formed of felled trees, placed each on 
others, and all disposed in silch sort, that the larger branches, stripped 

of their leaves aucl pointed, turnetl outwards and formed a rude kind of 

chevaux-de-frisc. Each battalion as it arrivcd, first taking the place it 

was to occupy in action, constructed its part of the defences intended to 
cover all. Every man worked with ardour at hid separate task. The 

Canadians, who did not obtain hatchets till noon on the 6th, began their 

assigned portion of the abattis. ia the hvllow towards Lako Champlain, 

and finishcd it just as the advancing British e~Lllle into view. As the 

intermediate country between the troops and the enemy was thickly 

wooded, Montcalm had caused the nearest parts of it to be cleared, so 

that the latter should be the sooner seen, and have no covert when 

within gun-range. 
Meanwhile, Abercromby was completing the disembarkation of' his 

army. Some prisoners he took misinformed him that thB French had 

entrenched themselves merely to gain time, expecting the arrival of 3000 
additional men, under De Levis, said to be on the way. ThB wily 

Abercromby determined to fall on at OrIce, before the (imaginary) 

succour could come up. An engineer, sent by Abercromby to recon­

noitre, returned and reporteli that the French works were incomplete; 
upon which he (boldly) put his army in motion. The vanguard, led by 
Colonel Bradstreet, did not halt till it came within a short mile of the 

French entrenchments, late on 7th July. Here the enemy's advanced 

corps passed the night; the line of aclversaries on each side of the narrow 

interspace making ready fur next clay's action. 
The BritiEh army, deducting a few hundred men left at La Chute 

(probably for guarding the boats at the foot of the lake), consisted of 

15,000 prime soldiers, under experienced officers-all full of confidence 

in their superior numbers proving irresistible; while the French forces 

were only 3600 strong, including 450 Canadians and marines; there 
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being no armed savages present. Montcalm put Fort Carillon in 

charge of 300 men; the rest lined the entrenchments, three men deep. 

Order was given to each battalion to keep in reserve a grenadier company 

and a piquet of soldiers, to take post behind, and repair, on accasion, to 

any overprcssed part of the line. De Levis, who arrived just that 

morning (the 8th), commanded the right wing; under him were the 

Canadians and their chief, 1\1. De Raymond; Bourlamaque commanded 

t.he left wing, ~Iontcalm the ccntre. Such was the French order of 

battlc. 

About half-past 12, noon, the- outposts re-entered the abattis, after 

skirmishing with those of the British. A cannon-shot, fired from the 

fort, gave the signal to thc men within :0 stand to their arms, and be 
ready to open fire. 

Accrcromby divided his army into four columns, the heads of 

which werc ordered to attack simultaneously. The grenadier companies, 

posted in front of all, had directions to force the entrenchments at the 

bayonct's point, but not to fire till they had fairly cleared the barricade. 

At the same time, an alloted number of gun-barges were to fall down 

La Chute River, and illcoace the French right flank. By one o'clock 

P.lII. the British columns wcre moving onwar 1; they were intermingled 

with light troops and savages. The latter, as they advanced under 

trcc-co\'crt, kept up a galling fire on the French. The enemy's four 

column~, lcaving thc uncleared woods behind, descended into the gorge 

in front of OU! entrenchments, ac1\Tuncing upon them with great boldness 

;lnd ill admirable order; two of the four columns being directed against 

the French left wing, one against the centre, and the fourth against the 

right, following the sinuosities in the slope of the hollow where the 

Canauiuns were posted. The firing was commenced by the marksmen 

(tirailleurs) of the column opposed to the French right wing, and 

(' xtendecl gradually from that point to the .I:h·ench left, the column facing 

which, composed of' Highlander~ and gren'ldiel's, tried to penetrate tho 

barrier ou .'II. De Le\'i~' side. That officer discernino. the danger, , ,"" 
ordered the Canadians to make a sortie and assail the flank of this 

column. The manmuvrc succeeded; for the Canadians' firo, and that of 

the two battalions on the sloping ground 01' hillock (cQteau), forced this 

column to incliue towarqs the next, in ordel' to avoid n oross flau~ing-flre. 
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The four columns, obliged to converge a little in advancing, either to 

protect their flanks or the better to attain select points of au'ack, became 

massed in debouching near thc heights. At that instant, 30 barges 

appeared on La Chute, sent to inquiet the French flank. A few shots 

from the fort, which sank two of them, and an assault upon tho others, 

from the banks, by a few men, caused their crews to retreat. 

Montcalm had given an ordol' that the enemy ~honld be allowed to 

come unresisted within twenty pal'cs of the entrenchments, anLl it was 

punctually obeyed. c\.rriycd at the marked line, the muskdry which 

assailed their compact masses told so promptly and terribly, that they 

were first staggered, and then fell into disorder. Forced to fall back an 

instant, the broken forward ranb were re-formed, and returned to the 

attack; but forgetting their consign (not to fire, themselves, till they had 

surmounted the barricade with fixed bayonets), they began to exchange 

shots, at a great disadvantage, with the ensconced Frcll(;h. The firing ou 

both sides, along the whole line, became very hot, auLl Was long con­

tinued; but, after the greatest efforts, the surviving a'sailants were 

obliged to giye way a second time, leaving the ground behind them 

strewed with dead. Once again, however, they rallied at a little distance, 

re-formed their columns, and, after a few moments' halt, threw them­

selves anew upon the entrenchments, despite the hottest opposing fire 

imaginable. 
Our generalissimo (Montcalm) exposed him~elf a~ much as the 

meanest of his soldiers. From hj~ station in the centre, he hastened 

towards every point where there was most danger, giving orders and 

bringing up snccour. :Finally, the j British, after unexampled effort;, 

were again repulsed. 
Astonished more than ever at so obstinate a resistance, Abercromby, 

who thought nothing would withstand his forces, could not yet believe 

that they would ultimately fail before enemies so much inferior in 

numbers; he thought, that let his adversaries' courage be ever so great, 

they would at last renounce a contest which, the more violent and 

prolonged it were, would end all the morc fatally for them. He resolved, 

therefore, to continue hiB assaults with added energy till he should 

achieve a triumph. Accordingly, between 1 and 5 o'clock P.~1. (four 

lloul's)., he ordered up his troops si::l; times, to lJtl as of( <'il driven hack., 
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each succeeding time with increasing loss. The fire kept up against 

them by the French was so hot and close, that part of the fragile 

ramparts which protected the assailed ignited more than once. 

The enemies' columns, not succeeding in their first attacks made 

~imultaneously but indcpcndGntly against the whole French line, now 

('onjoined thcir strengths, and in a solid body tried to force, sometimes 

the centre of the French, at other times their right, and again their left 

wing-::tll in vail]. But it \Va.'! the right of the French works that was 

longest and most obstinately assailed; in that quarter, the combat was 

mo,t sangllinal'Y. The British grenadiers and Highlanders there per­

severed in the attack for thl'c~ hours, without flinching or b::eaking rank. 

The Highlanc1ers above all, under Lord John Murray, coverec1 themselves 

with glory. They formed the head of the troops confronting the Cana­

dians, their light and picturesque costume distinguishing them from 

iLl) other ::,)ldiCl's amid the flames and smoke. This corps lost the h::.lf 

of it., men, and 2.) of its offieers were killed or severely wounded.* At 

length this mode of attack failed, as the preceding had done, owing to 

thc cool intrepidity of our troops; who, as they fought, shouted Vive 1e 
l'oi! and cl'ieJ "Our general fur ever!" During the different charges 

of the enemy, the Canadians made several sorties, turned their flanks, 

and took a DumLer of them pl'isoners.t 

At half-past five, Abercromby, losing hopes of Sl1CeeS3 for tt moment, 

withdrew his columns ioto the woocls beyond, to allow the men to recover 

their br~;lth; yet he resolved to mttke one last attempt before quite 

;.;iving up his enterprise. An hour having elttpsed, his army returned to 

the charge, and with its massed strength, once again assaulted the whole 
French line. This final attack failed even a~ the others. ThuH Etirly 
baffled, the British had perforce to retreat, leaving the Freneh masters 

of' the field; the rear of the former baing protected by a swarm of 

. ~carccly .any of the woundod Highlanders ever recoverecl, evon those sont hOlle as 
lUvahds; tlloll' sores cankered, owing to the broken glass, rac:ged bits of met,,!, &e., 
used by the Canltclians, inster.d of honc8t shot.-Eell. '-

t Somo Highlrmclers taken prisoners by the French und Canaclians, hndJle,l together 
on the b:tttlo-~cld, ~ncl expecting to bo ernelly treated, 100k6<.1 un in mournful sile~ee. 
Presently a I':lgantlc Fre~eh officer walked np to them, and whilst exchanging ill. ~ 
s~ve:'o tone so~e r~marks I? French with some of his men, sucldenly addressed t~elll; III 
Umbc. Sllrpnse III the Highlanders s?on turned to positive horror. Firmly be.hevI~g 
no Fronchman conld ever speak GWIIC, they ooncluded that his Satanic majesty III 
person was before them-it was" .J acobite serving in the Frcnch army. 
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riflemen, who skirmished with the Canadians sent in pursuit till night­
fall. 

By this time, the French were exhausted with fatigue, but intoxicateu 
with joy. General II1ontcalm, accompanied by Cheyali,,]' de Levis, and 

the staff-officers, passed along t.lle ranks :Illd thanked thc victors, in the 

king's name, for their good conduct during this glorious day, one of t]lC 

m05t memorabL: in the annals ci' French v;,jour. ,':(,:11'e(']y bclieving, 

however, that the preC'cut rct\'l'at of the Briti~h army would be Llciinitive, 

and fully expecting that they lI'ould renew the combat next day, he 

issued orders to prcpare Il1l' their r"ccption as before. The troops 

therefore had to pass the night in their position; they clean(;,1 their 

arms, and when daylight dawned next morning, set to work to complete 

and add to the entrenchments; constructing two batterie8, one to the 

right with four cannon mounted, and another on Lhe left, with "ix. 

After a :pause of some hours and no enemy appearing, Montcalm sent out 

some detachments to reconnoitre, one (,f w hie h, pmhing on beyond La 

Chute, destroyed an intrenchment which tho British h:ld formed there, 
but abandoned. Next day (July 10), De Levis advanced to the foot of' 

Lake George with his grenadiers, volunteers, and Canadians, and there 

found many evidences of the precipitation of Abercromby';; retreat. 

During the night following the battle, he continued his retreat, without 

stopping, to the lake; and this retrograde movement must llave becomo 
a veritable flight. His soldiers left by the way their field implements 

(outils), portio1J~ of the baggage, and many wounded men (who were all 

picked up by De Levis); their general having re-embarked his rcmain­
ing troops by the first morning light, after throwing all his provisions, 
etc., into the lake. 

Such was the battle of Carillon, wherein 3,600 men struggled success­

fully, for six hours, against 15,000 picked soldiers. The victory gained 
on this memorable day (July 8, Ii;,)7) greatly rai,'cll the reputation 0[' 

.iHontcalm, whom good fortune attended ever since he came to America, 

making him the idol of the soldiers. In his army but 377 l1J en were 
killed or wounded, including 38 officers. Among;t those hurt was M. 

de BO:J.rlamaque, who was severely wounded in the shoulder; l\I, de 

Bougainville, who had just been promoted to the gl'alle of a;lsistant­

quarter-master (aide 1na1'cchal de log'is) , was wounded likew!se. De 
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Levis' clothes and hat were ball-pierced in several places. The British 

owned to a loss of 2,000 killed or wounded, including 126 officers; but 

the contemporary French accounts estimated the Briti~h loss at from 

four to five thousand. 

II Montcalm," said l\I. Dussieux, "stopped invasion by his brilliant 

victory of Carillon; eel·tes, that was a deed to be proud of. But Mont­

calm spoke modestly of what he had done: 'The only credit I can lay 

claim to,' wrote he next day to lH. de V audl euil, 'is the glory accruing 

to me of commanding troops so valorous ...... The success of the affair is 

due to the incredible bravery manifested both by officers and soldiers.' 

" During the evening of the battle-day, the fortunate and illustrious 

general wrote, upon the battle-field itself, this simple and touching letter 
to his friend WI. de Doreil: (The army, the too small army of the king, 

has just beaten his enemies. What a day for (the honour of) France! 

Had I had two hundred sav;lges to serve for the van of a detachment of 
a thousand chosen troops, led by De Levis, not many of the fleeing 

enemies would have escaped. Ah! such troops as ours, my dear Dorei! 
-I never saw their match.' '.' 

<!tngagemellt at lleauport .llats, * 
31ST JULY, 17,;9. 

As the left bank of the Montmorency, just beyond its embouohure 

is higher than the right, Wolfe strengthened the batteries he already 
had there, the gun-range of which enfiladed, above that river, the 

French entrenchments. The number of his cannon and pieces for 
shelling was raised to sixty. He caused to sink, on the rocks level with 
the flood below, two transports) pla\Jing on each when in position fourteeu 

guns. One vessel lay to the right, the other to the left, of a small 
redoubt which the French had erected on the strand, at the foot (If the 
Courville road, in onler to defend, not only the entry of that road, 
which led to heights occupied by the French reserve, but also the ford 

----------
,f· G[lrneau's IliB!ury 0/ C'anada. Bell's trauslation. 
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of the Montmorency bclow the falls. Cannon-shots from the transports 
crossed each other in the direction of tho redoubt. It became needful, 

therefore, to silence the fire of the btter, and cover tho march of the 

assailants, on this accessible point of our line; thcrefore the Centurion, 

a 60-gun ship, was sent afterwards to anchor opposite the falls, and as 

near as might be to the shore, to protect the ford which the British 
forlorn-hope was to cross, as soon as the attacking force should descend 

from their camp of I' Ange-Gardien. Thus 118 pieces of ordnance were 
about to play upon Montcalm's left wing. 

Towards noon, July 31, all this artillery began to play j and, at the 

same time, 'Volfe formed his columns of attack. 1\1ore than 1,500 barges 
were in motion in the basin of Quebec. c\ part of Monkton's brigade, 
;Jnd 1,200 grenadiers, embarked at Pointe·Levi, with intent to re-land 
between the site of the Centurion and thc sunken transports. The 
second column, composed of Townshend's an(l Murray's brigades, de­
scended the heights of I' Ange-Gardien, in order to take thc ford and 
join their forces to the first column at the foot of the Ccurville road, 
which was ordered to be ready posted, and only waiting for the signal to 
advance against the adjoining French entrenchments. These two 
columns numbered 6,000 men. A third corps of 2,000 soldiers, charged 
to ascend the left bank of the Montmorency, was to pass that river at a 
ford about a league above the falls, but which was guarded (as already 
intimated) by a detachment, under 1\1. dc Hcpentigny. At 1 r.~l. the 

three British columns were on foot to execute the concerted plan of 
attack, which would have been far too complicated for troops less disci­
plined than Wolfe's. 

Montcalm, for some time doubtful about the point the enemy would 
assail, had sent orders along his whole line for the mea to be ready 

everywhere to oppose t.he British wherever they ca:ne forward. As soon 
as the latter neared their destination, Dc Levis sent 500 men to succour 
Repentigny (at the upper ford), also a small detachment to espy the 
manreuvres of the British when about to cross the lower ford j while he 
sent to Montcalm for some battalions of regulars, to sustain himself in 
case of need. The general came up, at 2 P.M., to examine the posture 

of matters at the left. He proceeded along the lines, approved of the 
dispositions of De JAvis, gave fresh orders, and returned to the centre, 

15 



lOti BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

in order to be in a position to observe all that should pass. Three 

battalions and some Canadiam!, from Trois-Rivieres, came in opportunely 
to reinforce the French left. The greatest part of these troops took 

post, as a reserve, on the highway, and the rest were directed on the ford 

defended by 1\1. de Repentigny. The latter had been already hotly 
attacked by a British column, but he forced it to give way, after some 

loss of men. The retreat of this corps permitt.ed that sent to succour 

Repentigny to hasten back to the arena of the chief attack. 

:Meanwhile, the barges bearing the Pointe·Levi column, led by Wolfe 

in person, after making several evolutions, meant to deceive the French 
as to the real place for landing, were directed towards the sunken trans­
ports. The tide was now ebbing; thus part of the barges were grounded 
on a ridge of rock and gravelly matter, which stopped their progress 

and caused some disorder; but at last all obstacles were surmounted, and 

1,300 grenudierd, supported by other soldiers, landed on the St. Lrtw­

renee strand. They were to advance in four divisions; and Monkton's 
brigade, which was to embark later, had orders to follow, and, as soon as 

landed, to sustain them. From some misunderstanding these orders 
were not punctually executed. The enemy formed in columns, indeed; 
but Monkton'., men did not arrive to time_ Still the van moved, music 
playing, up to the Courville road redoubt, which the French at (jnce 
evacuated. The enemy's srenadiers took possession of it, and prepared 
to a~sail the entrenchments beyond, whieh were within musket-sh(}t 

distance. 'Volfe's batteries had been pouring, ever since mid-day, on 
the Canadians who defended this part of the line, a shower of bombs and 
bullets, which they sustained without flinching. Having re-formed, the 
British advanced, with fixed bayonets, to attack the entrenchments i 
their ~howy costume contrasting strangely with that, of their adversaries, 

wrapped as these were in light capotes and girt round the loins. The 

Canadians, who compensated their deficient discipline only by their 
native courage and the great accuraey of their aim, waited patiently till 
the enemies wero a few yards distant from their line, meaning to fire at 
them point-blank. The proper time come, they disoharged their pieces 
so rapidly and with such destructive effect, * that the two British columns, 

*' "Their (men of) small-ar.ma, i l } th." honches, lay cool till they were 8ure of thei~ 
mark; . they then poured ~he}r slt~t like ehQwers of hail, which ciliuse~ our h\'a'l'~ 
p,renadlcrs to fall vory last. '-.!?"T!I"1 "/ If IJrili~h ojficor. 
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despite all their officers' endeavours, were broken and took flight. They 
sought shelter at first against their foes' fire behinu the redoubt; but 
nut being allowed to re-form ranks, they continued to retreat to the 
main body of the army, which h'ld deployed a little further back. At 
this critical time, a violent thunderstorm supervened, which hid the 
view of the combatants on both sides from each other, while the rever­
berations of successive peals rose far above the din of battle. When the 
rain-mist cleared off, the Canadians beheld the British re-embarking 
with their wounded,* after ~etting fire to the sunken traosportA. Their 
army finally drew off, as it had advanced, some corps in the barges; 
others marched landward, after rc-crossing the .Montmorency ford. The 
fire of their numerous cannon, however, continued till night set in; and 
it was estimated that the British discharged 3,000 cannon-balls during 

,Of" As our company of grena·licrs approached, I distinctly saw Montcalm on horse­
back riding backwards and forwards. lie seemed very busy giving directions to his 
men, and I heard him give the word to fire. Immediately they opened upon u~, 
and killed a good many of onr men, I dou't recolleot how many. We did not fire, for 
it would have heen of no use, as they were completely entrenched, and we could only 
see the crown of their heads." ............ " We were now ordered to retreat to our hoats, 
that had been left afioat to receive us; and by this time it was low water, so that Wl­

had a long way to wade though the mud. A Serjeaut Allan Cameron, of our company, 
seeing a small battery on our left with two guns mounted, and apparently no person 
near it, thought he would prevent it doing us any mischief on our retreat, so he pioked 
up a couple of bayonets that lay on the beach, anll went alone to the battery, when he 
drove the points of them into the vents as h:1fd as he could, ancl then snapped them off 
,hort. 

"When the French saw us far enough on our retreat, they sent their savages te scalI' 
and tomahawk our pOJr fellows that lay wounded on the beach, Among the number 
was Lieutenant Peyton, of the Royal American Battalion, who was severely wounded. 
and had crawled away as far as the pains he endurca woul'l allow. After the savageB 
had done their business with the poor fellows that I!1Y ne",re.t to the French batteries, 
they went back, except two, who spied Lieutenaut Peyton, and thought to make a gooe! 
prize of him. lie happened to have a double-barrelled [usH, ready loaded, and as he 
had seen how the savages had treated all the others th'Ll came into their clutches, he 
was sure that if they got the better of him they would bntcher him also. Fortunately, 
his presence of mind did not forsake him, and he waited until the first .:wage came 
near enough, when he levelled his fusi!, and brought him to the ground; the other 
s",vage, thinking that the Lieuten!1nt would not have time to reload, rushed iu upon 
him bolelly, with his tomahawk ready to strike, when Lieutenant Peyton discharged 
his fusi! right into his chest, anel he fell dead at his feet. We saw no more of the 
savages after that, at least on that occasion; but we saw enough of them afterwards. 

"While poor Lieutenant Peyton lay upon the ground, almost exhausted from hi, 
exertions and loss of blood, he was accosted by Serjeant Cameron, who had no other 
means of helping him than carrying him away; and he was well able to do it, for he 
was a stout, strong, tall fellow. lie slung the Lieutenant's fusil over his shoulder 
along with his own, and took him on his back, telling him to hold fast ro"nd his neck. 
As he had a long way to carry him, he was obliged every now and then to lay him 
down in order to take breath, and give the lieutenant some ease, as his wound was 
exceedingly painful. In this way he got him at last to one of the boats, and laying 
him down, said, 'Now, sir, I havo done as much for you as lay in my power, and 1 
wish you may recover.' "-HC"'BkillB'8 Picture of Quebec. 
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the day and evening; while the French had only a dozen pieces of cannon 

in action, but these were very serviceable in harassing the disembarking 

British. The loss of the French, which was due almost entirely to 

artillery fire, was inconsiderable, if we remember that they were for more 

than six hours exposed to it. The enemy lost about 500 men, killed and 

wounded, including many officers. 

The victory gained at Montmorency was due chiefly to the judicious 

dispositions made by De TAvis, who, with fewer troops in hand than 

Wolfe, contrived to unite a greater number than he did at every point 

of attack. Supposing the British grenadiers had surmounted the en­

trenchment3, it is very doubtful whether they would have prevailed, 

even had they been sustained by the rest of their army. The ground 

from the strand to the Beauport road rises into slopes, broken by ravines, 

amongst whicL meanders the Courville road; the locality, therefore, was 

favorable to our marksmen. Besides, the regulars in rcserve were close 

behind, ever ready to succour the militiamen. 

General Wolfe returned to his camp, in great chagrin at the check he 

had just received. Imagination depicted to his apprehensive mind's eye 

the unfavorable impressiou this defeat would make in Britain; and he 

figured to himself thc malevolent jibes which would be cast at him for 

undertaking a task which he had proved himself to be incompetent to 

perform! He saw vanish, in a moment, all his proud illusions of glory; 

and Fortune, in whom he had trustcd so much, as we have seen, seemed 

about to abandon him at the very outset of his career as a commander­

in-chicf. It seemed as if his military perceptions had lost somewhat of 

their usual lucidity, when, after losing all hope of forcing the camp of 

his adversary, he afterwards sent l\Iurray, with 1,200 men, to destroy 

the French flotilla at Trois-Rivieres, and to open a communication with 

General Amherst at Lake Champlain. Murray set out with 300 barges, 

but did not go far up the country. Repulsed twice at Pointe-aux­

Trembles by De Bougainville, who, with 1,000 men, followed his move­
ments, he landed at Sainte-Oroix, which place he burnt, as has been 

already noticed. Thence departing, he fcll upon Desehambault, where 

he pillaged the French officers' baggage. [ ! ] He then retired preci­

pitately, without fulfilling his mISSIOn. His incursion, nevertheless, 

much disquieted Montcalm at first; for he set out -incognito for the 
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Jacques Cartier, as fearing lest the British might take possession of its 
lower course, gain a firm foothold there, and cut off his communications 

with western Canada; but learning that the latter were in full retreat 
when he arrived at Pointe-aux-Trembles, Montcalm retraced his steps. 

After this new repulse, a malady, the germ of which was present in 

the bodily frame of Wolfe long before, now suddcnly developed itself 
and brought him almost to deatll',-door. l\_~ soon as hc convalesced, he 

addressed a long despatch to Secretary Pitt, recounting the obstacles 
against which he had to Rtrugglc, and expressing the bitterness of his 
regret at the failure of all his past endeavours. ThiR letter (if it did 
little else) expressed the noble devotedness to his country's weal which 
inspired the soul of the illustrious warrior; and thus the British people 
were more affected at the sorrow of the youthful captain than at the 
checks his soldiers had received. 

The spirit of Wolfe, no less than his bodily powers, sank before a 
situation which left him "only a choice of difficulties;" thus he ex­
pressed himself. Calling those lieutenants in aid, ,,-hose character and 
talents we have spoken of, he invited them to declare what might be 

their opinions as to the best plan to follow for attacking Montcalm with 
any chance of success; intimating his own belief, also, which was, that 
another attack should be made on the left wing of the Beauport camp. 
He was also clear for devastating the country as much as it was possible 
to do, without prejudicing the principal operation of the campaign. 

QI[JC llJattlc of tbe Wiainz of 2lbralJum,'" 
13TH SEPTEMBER, 175J. 

ANYOne who visits the celebrated Plains of Abraham, the scene of 
this glorious fight-equally rich in natural beauty and historic 
recollections-will admit that no site could be found better adapted for 
displaying the evolutions of military skill and discipline, or the exertion 
of physical force and determined valor. The battle-ground present:-; 

* From Hawkin.'s Pic/IIl'e of Quebec. 
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almost a level surface from the brink of the St. Lawrence to the Ste. 

Foy road. The Grande-Allee, or road to Cape Rouge, running parallel 

to that of Ste. Foy, passed through its centre,-and was commanded by a 

field redoubt, in all probability the four-gun battery on the English 

left, which was captured by the light infantry, as mentioned in General 

Townshend's letter. The remains of this battery are distinctly seen 

near to the present race-stand. There were also two other redoubts, 

one upon the rising ground, in the rear of Mr. C. Campbell's house*­

the death scene of Wolfe-and the otu'.)r towards the Rte. Foy road 

which it was intended to command. On the site of the country seat 

called Marchmont, the property of the Honorable J. Stewart, and at 

present residence of Mr. Daly, Secretary of the Province,t there was also 

a small redoubt, commanding the intrenched path leading to the Cove. 

This was taken possession of by the advanced guard of the light infantry, 

immediately on ascending the heights. At the period of the battle, the 

Plains were without fences or enclosures, and extended to the walla to 

the St. Lew:s side. The surface was dotted over with bushes, and the 

woods on either flank were more dense than at present, affording shelter 

to the French and Indian marksmen. 

In order to understand the relative position of the two armies, if a 

line be drawn to t.he St. I,awrence from the General Hospital, it will 
give nearly the front of the Frencll army at ten o'clock, after Montcalm 

had deployed into line. His right reached beyond the Ste. Foy road, 

where he made dispositions to t.urn the left of the English. Another 

parallel line somewhat in advance of Mr. C. Grey Stewart's house on the 

Ste. Foy road, will give the front of the British army, before Wolfe 

charged at the head of the grenadiers of 22nd, 40th, and 45th regimen is, 

who had acquired the honorable title of the Louisbourg Grenadiers, 

from having heell distinguishe(l at the capture of that place, under his 

own command, in 17fiS. To meet the attempt of Montcalm to turn the 

British left, General Townshend formed the 15th regiment en potence, 

or presenting a double front. The light infantry were in rear of the left, 

and the reserve was plaeed in 1'1';[r of the right, formed in eight sub­
divisions, a good dist::mce apart. 

<c Occupied this year by Col. Alex. Dell. 

tAt presQut tbo f"mily m •. nsioll of John Gilmour, E"l. 
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The English had been about four hours in possession of the Plains, and 
were completely prepared to receive them, when the French advanced with 

great resolution. They approached obliquely by the left, having marched 
from Beauport that morning. On being forn:ecl, they commence.] the 
attack with great vivaeity and animation, firing by platoons. It wa~ 
obse!'ved, however, that their fire was ilTegular and ineffective, whereas 
that of the English was so well directed and maintained, as to throw the 
French into immediate confusion. It must be stated, that although the 

French army was more numerous, it was principally composed of colonial 
troops, who <-lid not support the regular forces as firmly as was expecte(l 
of them-(some of them ha.d not even baY0nete.) l\Iontcalm, Oll his 
death bed, expressed himself bitterly in this respect. The English 
troops, on the contrary, were nearly nil regular" of npprovcll courage, 
well officered and under perfect discipline. The grenadiers burned to 
revenge their defeat at Montmorency; and it was at their head that 
Wolfe, with great military tact, placed himself at the commencement of 

the action. 
About eight o'clock, some sailors had succeedetI in dragging up th,' 

precipice a light six-ponnder, which, altl:oush the only gun used by the 

English in the action, being remarkably well served, played with great 
success on the centre column as it advanced, and more than once com­
pelled the enemy to change the disposition of his forces. The French 
had two field pieces in the action. The despatches mention a remark­
able proof of coolness and pres(lnce of mind, on the part of troops who 
had no hopes but in victory, no chance of safety but in beating the 
enemy-for had they been defeated, re-embarkation would have been 
impracticable. The English were ordered to reserve their fire until the 
French were within forty yards. They observed these orders most 
~trictly, bearirg with patience the incessant fire of. the Canadians and 
Indians. It is also stated that Wolfe ordered the ilien to load with an 

additional bullet, which did great execution. • 
The two generals, animated with equal spirit, met each other at the 

head of their respective troops, where the battle was most severe. Mont­
calru was on the left of the French, at the head of the regiments of 
Languedoc, BWl'l1C and Uuienne-Wolfe on the right of the English, at 

the head of the Z8th, and the Louisbourg Grenadiers. Here the greatest 
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exertions were made under the eyes of the leaders-the action in the 

centre and left was comparatively a skirmish. The severest fighting 

took place between the right of the race-stand and the Martello towers. 
The rapidity and effect of the English fire having thrown the French 
into confusion, orders were given, even before the smoke elearell away, 
to charge with the bayonet. Wolfe exposing himself at the head of the 
battalions, was singled out by some Canadian marksmen, on the enemy's 
left, and had already received a slight wonnd in the wrist. Regardless 

of this, and unwilling to dispirit his troops, he folded a handkerchief 
round his arm, and putting himself at the head of the grenadiers, led 
them on to the charge, which was completely successful. It was bought.) 
however, with the life of their heroic leader. He was struck with a 
second ball in the groin; but still pressed on, and just as the enemy 
were about to give way, he received a third ball in the breast) and fell 
mortally wounded. Dear, indeed) was the price of a victory 'purchased 
by the dcath of \Volfe-of a hero whose uncommon merit was scarcely 
known and appreciated by his country, before a premature fate removed 
him for ever from her serviee. It might have been said of him, as of 
}Iarcellus, 

OSLenucnt terris hune tan tum fata, neque ultra 

Esse sinent. Nimium vobis Bomana propago 

Visa potens, superi, propria hree si dona fuissent. 

He met, however, a glorious deat.h in the moment of victory-a victory 
which, in deciding the futo of Canada, oommanded the applause of the 
world, and classed 'Volfe among the most celebrated general8 of ancient 
and modern times. Happily, he survived his wound long enough to 
learn the success of the day. When the fatal ball took effect, his prin. 

cipal care was, that he should not be seen to fal1.-" Support me,"­
said he to an officer ncar him,-" let not my brave soldiers see me drop' 
The day is ours, keep it!" He was then carried a little way to the rear, 
whete he requested water to be brought from a neighboring well to 
quench his thirst. The charge still continued, when the officer-on 
whose shoulder,* as he sat down for the purpose, the dying hero leaned­
exclaimed, " They run! they run !"-" Who runs?" asked the gallant 
-~~--- --_. ------ ----.-~~------------
'i' The position of the dying hero is fahhfulJy given in West's celebrated picture. 
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Wolfe, with some emotion. The officer replied,-" The enemy, sir: 
they· give way every where !" --" 'Vhat?" said he, "do they run already? 
Pray, one of you go to Colonel Burton, and tell him to march Webb's 
regiment, with all speed, down to St. Charles River, to cut off the retreat 
of the fugitives from the bridge.-N ow, God be praised, I DIE IIAPPY !,' 
So saying, the youthful hero breathed his last. He reflected that he had 
done his duty, aud he knew that he should live for ever in the memory 
of a greatful country. His expiring moments were cheered with the 
British shout of victory, 

--pulchrumque mori succurrit in armis. 

Such was the death of Wolfe upon the Plains of Abraham, at the early 
age of thirty-two years! It has been well observed, that" a death more 
glorious attended with cireumstances more picturesque and interesting, 
is no where to be found in the annals of history." His extraordinary 
qualities, and singular fate, have afforded a fruitful theme of panegyric 
to the historian and the poet, to the present day. How they were ap­
preciated by his gallant eompanions in arms, may be learned by the 
subjoined extract from a letter written after the battle by General, after­
wards Marquis Townshend, to one of his friends in England :-" I am 
not ashamed to own to you, that my heart does not exult in the midst of 
this success. I have lost but a friend in General Wolfe. Our country 
has lost a sure support, and a perpetual honor. If the world were 
sensible at how dear a price we have purchased Quebec in his death, it 
would damp the public joy. Our best consolatian is, that Providence 
seemed not to promise that he should remain long among us. He was 
himself sensible of the weakness of his constitution, and determined to 
crowd into a few years actions that would have adorned a lengthy life." 
The feeling and affecting manner in which Wolfe is spoken of in this letter, 
and its elegance of expression, confer equal honor upon the head and 
heart of the accomplished writer. The clas8ical reader will agree with 
us in thinking, that he had in his mind at the time the eulogy of Mar­
cellus which we have quoted above. 

The spot consecrated by the fall of General Wolfe, in the charge 
made by the grenadiers upon the left of the French line, will to the 
latest day be visited with deep interest and emotion. On the highest 
ground considerably in advaI:\ce {)f the Martello towers, commanding a 

16 
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complete view of the field of battle-not far from the fence which divides 

the race-ground from the enclosures on the east, and opposite to the 

right of the English-are the remains of a redoubt against which the 

attack was directed which Wolfe so gallantly urged on by his personal 

example. "\. few years ago a rock was pointed out, as marking the spot 

where he actually breathed his last; and in one of the enclosures nearer 

to the road is the well whence they brought him water. It is mentioned 

in the ~tatibtical work of Colonel Bouchette, that one of t.he four meridian 

stones, [placed in 1790 by Major Holland, then Surveyor General of 

Canada, "stood in the angle of a field redoubt where General Wolfe is 

saill to havc breathed his last." As he had been conveyed a short dis­

tance to the rear after lJcing struck with the fatal ball, it must be pre­

Bumell that this redoubt had been captured; and that the grenadiers 

were prl',;sing on) when he received his mortal wound. This is cor­

ruborated by a letter whieh we have met with, written after the battle by 

an officer of the ~8th Rp,giment, serving at the time as a volunteer with 

the Louisbourg Grenadiers under Colonel Murray. He speaks of the 

redoubt in question as " a rising ground," and shows that Wolfe was in 

possession oj" it previously to his last wound: "Upon the general viewing 

the po~ition of the two armies, he took noti:;e of a sl1lall rising ground 

between our right and the enemy's left, which concealed their motions 

frow us in that quarter, upon which the general did me the honor to 
detach me with a few grenadiers to take possession of that ground, and 

maintain i L to the last extremity, which I did until both armies were 

engaged, ancl then the g2neral came to me; but that great, that ever 

memorable man, whose loss can never be enough regretted, was scarce a 
moment with me till he received his fatal wound." 

The place is now, however, about to be marked to posterity by the 

erection of a permanent memorial. Permission has been given to the 

writer of this account, to announce the intention of His Excellency the 

I~ord Aylmer to erect a small column on the spot where Wolfe expired. 

This act of soldier-like generosity will be duly appreciated: and posterity 

will have at laot amply redeemed their long neglect, and wiped away a 

reproach of more than seventy years' duration. The Monument in 

Quebec, common to Wolfe and Montcalm-the stone placed in the 

Ursuline Convent in honor of the latter-and the smaller column on the 
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Plains, dyed with the blood of Wolfe, will form a complete series of' 

testimonials-honorable to the spirit of the age, Lnd worthy of the 
distinguished individuals under whose auspices they have been executed 

The memorial ou the Plains now bears the following inscription 

i11eatry of ]110I1tca1m. * 

A DEATH no less glorious closed the career of the brave Marquis de 
Montcalm, who commanded the French army. He was several years 
older than Wolfe, and had served his king with henor and success in 
Italy, Germany and Bohemia. In the earlier campaigns of' this war he 
had given signal proo£~ of zeal, consummate prudence and undaunted 
valor. At the capture of' Oswego, he had with his own hand wrested 
a color from the hand of an English officer, aud sent it to be hung up 

in the Cathedral of Quebec. He had deprived the English of fort 
William Henry i and had defeated General Abcrcroll1by at Ticonderoga 
(Carillon). He had even foiled Wolfe himself at Montmorency; and 
had erected lines which it was impossible to torce. When, thereforE', 
he entered the Plains of Abraham at the head of a victorious army, 
he was in all respects an antagonist worthy of the British general. 

The intelligence of the unexpec~ed landing of Wolfe above the tOWll 
was first conveyed to the Marquis de Vaudreuil, the Governor General, 

about day-break. By him it was communicated without delay to Mont. 
calm. Nothing could exceed the astonishment of the latter at the 

intelligence i he refused at first to give credence to it, observing: "It i~ 
only Mr. Wolfe with a small party, come to burn a few houses, look 

* From Hawkins's Pic!",·. vI Quebec. 
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about him and return." On being informed, however, that Wolfe was 

at that moment in possession of the Plains of Abraham,-" Then," said 

he, " they have at last got to the weak side of this miserable garrison. 

Therefore we must endeavor to crush them by 001' numbers, and scalp 

them all before twelyc o'clock." He issued immediate orders to break 

up the camp, and led a considerable portion of the army across the 

River St. Charles, in order to place them between the city and the 

English. \' audreuil, on quitting the lines at Beauport, gave orders to 

the rest of the troops to follow him. On his arrival at the Plains, 

however, he met the French army in full flight towards the bridge of 

boats; and learned that Montcalm had been dangerously wounded. In 

vain he attempted to rally them-the rout.e was general-and all hopes 
of retrieving the day and of saving the honor of France were aban­

doned. 

1\J ontcalm was first wounded by a musket shot, fighting in the front 
rank of the French"left,-and afterwards by a discharge from the only 

gUll in the possession of the English. He was then on horseback, 
directing the retreat-nor did he dismount until he had taken every 

mC:1~ure for the safety of the remains of his army. Such was the impetu­

osity with which the Highlanders, supported by the 58th Regiment, 

pressed the rear of the fugitives-having thrown away their muskets 
and taken to their broad swords-that had the distance been greater 

from the field of battle to the walls, the whole French army would 
inevitably have been destroyed. As it was, tlJe troops of the line had 

been almost cut to pieees, when their pursuers were forced to retire by 

the fire from the ramparts. Great numbers were killed in the retreat, 

which was made obliquely from the River St. Lawrence to the St. 
Charles. Some severe fighting took place in the field in front of the 
Martello Tower, No.2. Weare informed by an officer of the garrison, 

that, on digging there some years ago, a number of skeletons were found 
with parts of wldiers' dress, military buttons, buckles, and other re­

mains. 

It is reported of Montcalm, when his wounds were dressed, that he 
requested the surgeons in attendance to declare at once whether they 

were mortal. On being told that they wer.e so- " I am glad of it," 
said he. He then enquired how long he might survive? He was 
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answered, "Ten or twelve hours, perhaps less." "So much the better," 
replied he; "then I shall not live to see the surrender of Quebec." 
On being afterwards visited by lH. de Ramesay, who commanded the 
garrison, with the title of Lieutenant du Roi, and by the Commandant 
de Roussillon, he said to them: "Gentlemen, I commend to your keep­
ing the honor of France. Endeavor to secure the retreat of my army 
to-night beyond Cape Rouge: for myself, I shall pass the night with 
God, and prepare myself for death." On l\f. de Ramesay pressing to 
receive his commands respecting the defence of Quebec, Montcalm ex­
claimed with emotion: "I will neithcr give orders, nor interfere any 
further; I have much business that must be attended to, of greater 
moment than your ruined garrison, and this wretched country. lYly 
time is very short-so pray leave me. I wish you all com"fort, and to 
be happily extricated from your present perplexities." He then 
addrcssed himself to his religious duties, and passed the night with the 
bishop and his own confessor. Before he died, he paid the victorious 
army this magnanimous compliment: "Since it was my misfortune to 
be discomfited and mortally wounded, it is a gr.cat consolation to me to 
be vanquished by so brave and generous an enemy. If I could survive 
this wound, I would engage to beat three times the number of such 
forces* as I commanded this morning, with a third of British troops." 

Almost his last act was to write a letter, rccommending the French 
prisoners to the generosity of the victors. He died at fivc o'clock in 
the morning of the 14th September; and was buried in an excavation 
made by the bursting of a shell within the precincts of the Ursuline 
Convent-a fit resting place for the remains of ;1 man who died fighting 
for the honor and defence of his country . 

. ~, Great jealousy existed in those days between the regulars ancl the militia-the mili­
tia was badly armed, Dot having even bayonets. 



118 BATTLE FIELDS OF OANADA. 

27TH AND 28TH APRIL, 1760. 

" Militiamen were seen to crouch on the ground to load their pieces; rise up 
after the cannon shot passed over them, and dash forward to shoot the Britiih 
gunners." 

THE events of the 27th and 28th of April, 1760, in this country, afford 

us, if nothing else, a subject uf reflection, concerning the manner in 
which the militia of Canada deported itself on the occasion. In the 

endless and bloody warfare which raged for so many years between 
the colonists of i'~ ew England and those of New France, our mili­
tia had previou~ly established its efficiency as an auxiliary to reg­

ulars. In the deCeat of Abercromby, at Carillon; of Wolfe, on the 

Beauport Flats; of Murray, at Ste. Foy, it had left its mark. Its onset 
was less fierce than that of the other auxiliaries in those days, the Red­

skinI'. It was less handy than them at scalping, but more manageable, 
more docile. The;'{ ew Englanders and British troop~ left this bloody 

work to thc Iroquois, who, it must be confessed, grew very oxpert at it. 
The French enlisted, for the nonce, the services of the Hurons, Abena­

quis, Algonquins, &c. Occasionally the European soldiers tried their 

hand at it. Capt. John Knox, 'Volfe's companion, and one who has never 

been charged with underrating British successes, relates in his journal 
that the British did a trifle in the scalping line on the 23rd of August, 

1759, at St. Joachim, whose parish priest, with thirty followers, were 

"scalped and killed," as Knox ingeniously states, " for having disguised 
themselves like Indians." Knox does not say they were taken for In­
dians. Th8 grave charges of atroeities freely bandied round by English 

and French historians, against the rival commanders might be, in 
nine cases out of ten, traced to the Ravages they employed as 

auxiliarieR. An Indian under the influence of intoxicating liquor is 
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more like a wild beast than a human being-ready, at the first impulse 
of the demon lurking in his veins, to slaughter friend or foe. Scalp­
ing, although a dangerous experiment, was not always followed by loss 
of life: a well-authcnticated instance is on record of a scalped Mon­
trealer who lived fourteen years afterwards. He appears to have been 

mostly as hardy as the celebrated St. Denis, who has the credit of havio,O; 
walked about Paris with his head in his hands after decapitation. 

There are so many accounts of the Ste. Foy battle, that it seems super­
fluous to dwell at length on the subject. We have the story of eye-wit­
nesses, such as Mante, Knox, Fraser; algo of Chevalier Johnstone, it 
Scotchman, fighting in Canada for the cause of France. ,Ve also have 
Smith's accouut, not over-correct; and Garneau's narrative, probably the 
most complete, and collated from documents, many of which had never 
seen the light before. 

He computes the English force at 7,711, exclusive of officers. The 
French force were more numerous: there were amongst them 3,000 
Montreal and Three Rivers militia, and 400 savages; the Quebec district 
militia having been compelled by Generall\Iurray to swear allegiance to 
the English monarch during the preceding winter. As a set-off, the 
English general had twenty to twenty-two field pieces, and De Levis had 
been able to bring through the slush of the Suede Swamp at Ste. Foy ooly 
three small pieces. The battle of the 28th lastel!, according to General 
Murray, one hour and three-quarters. He acknowledges, in his despatch 
of the 25th :May, 17130, to Pitt, having lost one-third of his men, and 
the French ~)500; this would make some ·1,000 corpses strewing the 
environs of the spot where the monument now stands. This ought to be 
a sufficient answer to those who fancy it was merely a skirmish. vVe 
read in Garneau'~ history of Canada: 

" The savages, who were nearly all in the wood behind during the 
fight, spread over the battle-field, when the Brench were pursuing the 

enemy, and felled many of the wounded British, who~e scalps were after­
wards found upon the neighbouring bushes. As soon as De JAvis was 
apprised of this massacre, he took vigorous measures for puttiog a stop 
to it. Within a comparatively narrow space, nearly 2,500 men had been 
struck by bullets; the patches of snow and icy puddles on the ground 
were so reddened with the blood shed that the frozen ground refused to 
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absorb; and the wounded suivivors of the battle, and of the savages, 

were immersed in pools of gore and filth ankle deep."-(J. M. L.) 

8TE. FOY MONUMENT FESTIV AL.* 

THE INAUGURATION CEREIIHmy, 19TH OOTOBER, 1863. 

" Our ancient city witnessed, on Monday, the rare spectacle of a pub­

lic festival. 

" Before enterin,; upon our report of the proceedings, it is right that 
we should place in concise form before our readers some details of the 

battle in memory of which the 8te. Foy Monument was raised. The 

battle of Ste. Foy, sanguinary and fiercely contested, when we consider 

the number of men engaged, was fought upon the plains bordering the 

8te. Foy road, on the 28th April, 1760, and the fiercest struggle took 
place on the very spot now occupied by the pillar. The circumstances 
under which it was fought were of a peculiar nature. It was the first 

and only action which was fought in the course of the De Levis' bold 

attempt to take the Fortress City from the British. It was also the 

last victory won by French arms on Canadian soil. It must be admitted 

that thc occasion was most auspicious for thc French, and the consumma­

tion of their brightest hopes seemed at hand. Quebec was held in the 

winter of 1759-60 by a handful of British troops_ The daring young 
soldier who had led them to victory was no more. They wcre three 
thousand miles from the mother country, and completely cut off from all 
prospect of aid or succour throughout the winter months. Reinforce­

ments from England were out of the question until the spring of 1760 
burst the icy bonds of the St. Lawrence. Reinforcements fro'll the 
then friendly Provinces of Boston and Now York were equally impossible, 

.~ A?ridgecl from Quebec Morning Chronicle. 
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because of the dense forests, and the other impassable natural barriers 
which extended south of the St. I,awrence from the Gulf to the great 
lakes. On the other hand the French were still in considerable strength 
throughout Canada. The hearts of the people were with King Louis 
and French connexion, whatever oppression they might have suffered 
from tyrannical governors and speculating intendants. l\Iontre::tl, 
Three Rivers, and all other posts throughout Canada-except Wuebec­
were held by French garrisons and the Canadian militia and Indian 
auxiliaries." 

[Here the editor has inserted extracts from Smith's History of Ca­
nada, and, in order that the other side may be heard, an account of 
the battle, which, strange to say, was written in English by Chevalier 
Johnstone, a Scottish Jacobite, who served in the French army ill Ca­
nada. We substitute for these narratives M. (}arnea~'s account in his 
History of Oanada, which was written from both French and English 
records. We copy from Mr. Bell's translation] : 

"The wood whence the French were issuing was 400 yards distant 
from the E:nemy's front: now, as the forest soil was marshy, t.he French 
could debouch only upon the highway. The space between the wood 
and the British was not wide enough to allow De Levis to form his men 
and lead them ?n without disadvantage. His situation thus became dif­
ficult, for the hill of S:1inte-Genevieve and the River St. Charles alike 
barred his way, if he elected to march on Quebec either by the road of 
St. Ambroise or that of Charlesbourg; and the enemy might reac11 the 
abuve eminence before the French, h:1Ving on ly the cord of thc arc to 
pass along; he therefore resolved to attain the Ste. Foy road by a 
flanking march. Nightfall come, he ordered his troopR to defile, on the 
right, along the skirts of the wood, till they would have got beyond th~ 
British front, and turn round their left flank. This munccuvre, if ~uc­
cessful, gave him both a good position and a chance for cutting off the 
corps of observatioli poste:l at the Red River outlet on t.he St. Lawrence; 
but the stormy weather, [lnd the dfficulty of countermarching at that 
season with wearied men, prevented the oper[ltion being essayed with due 
celerity. Next day Murray, who hastened to the imperilled spot, had 
leisure to extricate his troops with the loss only of their baggage, &c. 
Becoming pressed in his own retreat, he took shelter in the church of 

17 
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Stc. Foy, which he fired as he left it; and he was finally able to re­

sume his march to Quebec, leaving De Levis master of a field of battle 

which he would otherwise have had much difficulty to conquer. 

"The French horsemen dogged Murray's retrograde steps, and skir­

mished with his rear-guard as far as Dumont's mill. Murray posted a 

~trong guard within the mill, with orders to hold it (if attacked) till 

night. The French troops took lodging in the houses between the 

church and the mill. The rain fell, meanwhile, in torrents, and the 

weather was frightful. 

" During the night the British left the mill, fell. baek on the Buttes­
~-N even, and began to entrench themselves there_ When the day broke, 

De Levi~ took possession of the mill and the whole plain of Abraham 

as far as the flood, in order to cover the Anse-du-Foulon (Wolfe'e Cove), 

whither tIle French vessels, laden with provisions, artillery and baggage, 

which had not effected their discharge at St_ Augustin, had received 

orders to repair_ "'hile this was effecting on the 28th, our army was 
to take repose, so as to be ready next day to assail the British at the 

Buttes, and drive them into the city. 

" No sooner, however, "IV as l\I urray within the walls, than he deter­
mined to make a sortie with all his troops; intending either to give 
bat tIe if an occasion presented, or else to fortify himself a.t the Buttes-a­

N eveu, should Dc Levis' force appear to be too considerable to resist in 
open field; for the rcport of a French cannoneer (who fell in while dis­
embarking, was floated down the flood, and rescued by some British sol­

diers on guard) left no further doubt in his ruind that the force so long 

spoken of had now arrived. He left the city in the morning of April 

28, at the head of his whole garrison, the regulars in which, not includ­
ing officers, alone numbered 771+ combatants. Excepting SOllie hun­

dred sick in hospital, Murray left in the place only soldiers enough to 
mount guard, and, with a force from G,OOO to 7,000 strong, advanced in 
two columns, with 22 cannon. 

" De Levis, who rode out, with his staff officers, far in advance of his 
men to reconnoitre the position of the British on the Buttes-a.-Neveu, no 
sooner perceived this forward movement than he sent orders to his main 
army to quicken its march towards the Plains of Abraham. Murray, 
seeing only the French van as yet" resolved to attack it before the sol-
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diers could take breath after their march; but he had to deal with an 
adversary of mark, and cool temperament withal. The former ranged 
his troops in advance of the Buttes, his right resting on the hill (coteaIb) 

of Sainte-Genevi eve, and his left touching the cliff (falaise) bordering 
the St. Lawrence; his entire line extended about six furlongs. Four 
regiments, under Colonel Burton, formed his right, placed astraddle 
(el cheval) on the road of Ste. Foy. Four regiments, and the Scotch 
Highlanders, under Colonel Fraser, forming the left, were similarly 
ranged on the road of St. Louis. Two battalions were kept as a reserve: 
and besides these last, the right flank of thc British army was covered 
by a corps of light iufantry under Major Dalling; the left flank by Cap­
tain Huzzen's company of Rangers and 100 volunteers, led by Capt. 
Macdonald. All being arranged iu the form described, General l\lur­
ray gave orders to advance. 

"The French van, composed of six companies of grenadiers, set in 
battle order, part on the right, in a redoubt erected by the British, the 
year preceding, to the eastward of the Anse-du-Foulon; part on the left, 
in Dumont's mill, the miller's house, the tannery, and other builuings 
close by, on the road to Ste. Fay. The rest of the army, on learning 
what was toward, hastened its march, the men closing mnks as they 
came !lear; but the three brigades were hardly formed, when the British 
began the attack vigorously. 

" Murray felt the importance of getting hold of Dumont's mill, which 
covered the passage (l'ssue) by which the French were debouching, and 
he assailed it with superior numbers. He hoped that, by overpowering 
the grenadiers who defended it, he should be able to fall afterwards upon 
the centre of the force still on its way, push them far off the line of oper­
ation, and cut off the French right wing, hemmed iu, as it were, on the 
road of St. Louis. 

"Levis, to prevent this design, withdrew his right to the entry of the 
wood which was in its rear, and caused the grenadiers to evacuatc the 
mill, and fall back, in order to lessen the distance for the arriving bri­
gades. At this turn, Bourlamaque was severally wounded by a cannon­
shot, which also killed his horse. His soldiers, left without orders, 
seeing the grenadiers hotly engaged and overmatched, simultaneously 
flew to their support, and formed in line just as the enemies bore down on 
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this point in mass with all their artillery j their field-pieces and howitzers, 

loaded with ball and grape, plying upon the space occupied by thiswing, 

which staggered under so deadly a fire. The French grenadiers advanced 

(}uick step, re-took the mill after an obstinate struggle, and kept it.* 

ThOBe brave soldiers, commanded by Captain Aiguebelles, almost all 

perished this day. While those events were passing on the left, De 

LeYi~ caused the soldiers to re.capture the redoubt they had evacuated 

in order to fall back. The Canadians of the Queen's brigade, who occupied 

that petty rctloubt and the pinc wood on the margin of the cape. regained 

their ground and soon charged in turn, supported by ]\1. La Come de St. 
Luc and some savagc~. 'I.'he combat was not less hot on this line than at 

the left. }dl the troops were now in action, and thc fire was heavy on 

both parts. M ilitimllen were ~een to crouch on the ground to load their 

picce~, rise up after the canuon-shot passed over them, and dash forward 

to shoot the British gunners. Those of Montreal fought with great cou· 

rage, especially the battalion led by the brave Colonel Rheaume, who was 

killed. This brigade posted in the centre, and commanded by M. de 

Hcpentigny, itself arrested on open ground (ruse carnpagne) the British 

;;entre, when advancing at quick step, and with the advantage of high 

.,~rullnd. It also repulsed several charges, unu slackened, by its firmness 

and rapid firing, the enemy when pressillg the grenadier~ of the left; 

thereby facilitating their after-illurch onward: in fine, this was the only 

brigade that maintained it" ground during the whole time the obstinate 
Struggle Ja,;ted. 

" By this time, the attack which g;t ve the British the mastery, for a 

moment, over the positions occupied by the French van when the fight 

hegan, was everywhere repulsed, and our people in re-possession of all 
the ground they temporarily lo,t j thu~ ~: urray's offensive movement by 

tho road of 8ainte-Foy h'ld failed, and that theck enabled the French 
to attack hilll in their turn. 

" De Lc'vis, observing that the British Gelleral had over-weakened his 
left to strengthen his right, l'cKolved to profit by it. He orJered his 

. ' '~ith thi" old windlllill ~s !t80o~i"lcd one of the most thrilling episodes of the con: 
Illct. 80me ot the French (, ronadw," and some of Fraser's HiO"hlanders took, lo~" 
and re-took the mill ftve times, their respectivo officers lookinO" on in mute astonishment 
aud admiration; whiI~ 'J: Scotch piP.'"" who "c:d been conJineifor bad cOllduct eve" Bince 
13th Sept., 1759, tva8 P'PlJlY away tvah", hca,''''Y,-so says an old chronicle.-J.M.L. 
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troops to charge the enemy's left wing with the bayonet, and to thrust 

the British off the St. Louis road on to the Ste. Foy. By this man· 

ccuvre he took in flank the whole of Murry'S army, drove the corps off 
the height of Sainte·Genevieve, and cut off the enemy from the liuc of 

retreat to the eity. Colonel Poularclier dashed forward at tho head of the 

Royal Roussillon brigade, attacked the British impetuously, transpierced 
their whole mass and put them to flight. At the same timo their light 
troops gayc way, and the fugitives, throwing themselves in front and in 

rear of the enemy's centrc, caused his fire to be suspended. De Levi" 
profited by this disordor to cause his own left to charge tho British right 

wing, which the former completely routed. 
,. Then the whole Frenoh army advanced in pursuit of the lJcaten 

foe; Lut as his flight was rapid, the short dis~ance they had to run did 
uot allow of throwing them towards the river St. Charles. De Levis, 
nevertheless, might have been able to effect this objcct, but for an order 
ill·delivered by an officer whom he charged to CJll upon the Queen's 

brigade to sustain the charge of the Royal Roussillon brigade at the right; 
and who, instead of causing it to execute thc prc:,cribed movement, thus 
made it take place behind the left wing. 

(, The enemy left in their victors' hands their whole artillery, ammu­

uition, and the intrenching tools they brought with them, hesides a por­
tion of the wounded. Their loss was considerable; nc::trly a fourth of 
their soldiers being killed or wounded. Had the French been less 

fatigued than they were, and assailed the city without allowing the enemy 

time to recover themselves, it would probably have fallen again under the 

domination of its former masters, says Knox j for such was the confusiou 

that the British neglected to re-man the ramparts; the sentinels were 

absent from their posts when the fugitives sought shelter in the lower­

town; even the city gates stood open for some time. But it was impossible 
to exact further service from the conquerors. 'fhey had to oppose to the 
fire of the enemy's 22 cannon, that of three small pieces, which they pain­

fully dragged across the marsh of La Suede. They, too, experienced 

great loss, having been obliged to form rank and remain long immoveable 

under the enemy's fire. A brigadier, six colonels 01' majors (chefs de 

battaillon) and 97 other officers, with a savage chief, were killed or 

wounded. 
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"The numbers of the two contending armies were nearly co.equal, 

for De Levis left several detachments to protect hiB artillery, barges, 
and the bridge of Jacques Cartier river, in order to assure himself a way 

of retreat, in case he were worsted. The cavalry took no part in the 
action. 

"The savages, who were nearly all in the wood behind during the 

fight, spread over the vacated battle-field, when the French were pursu. 

ing the enemy, and fell~d many of the wounded British, whose scalps 

were afterwards found upon the neighboring bushes. As soon as De 
Ll-vis was apprised of this massacre, he took vigorous measures for put. 

ting a stop to it. Within a comparatively narrow space, nearly 2,000 
mon had beon struck by bullets: the patches of snow and icy puddles on 

the ground were reddened with the bloodshed that the frozen ground 

refused to absorb; and the wounded survivors of the battle and of the 

butchery of the savages were immersed in pools of gore and filth, ankle­

deep. 
" The transport of the wounded, whiQh took up much time, formed 

the concluding act of the sanguinary drama performed this day. The 

wounded were borne to the General Hospital, the distance to which was 

l11uch increased by the deviations from the straight way to it that had to 
be made. 'It wants another kind of pen than mine,' wrote a religieuse 

frol11 the house of suffering, 'to depict the horrors we have had to see and 
hear, during the twenty-four hours that the transit hither lasted, the cries 

of the dying and the lamentations of those i~terested in their fate. A 
~trength more than human is needful at such a time, to save those en­

gaged in tending ~uch sufferers from sinking under their task. 
" , After having dressed more than 500 patients, placed on beds Jb­

tained from the king's magazines, there still remained others unprovided 
with resting-places. Onr granges and cattle-sheds were full of them. 

* * * 'Ye had in our infirmaries 73 officers, of whom 33 died. 
Amputations of legs and arms were going on everywhere. To add to our 
affliction, linen for dressing ran out, and we were fain to have recourse 
to our sheets and chemises. * "- * .,. * * ;: 

{{ , It was not with us now as after the first battle, when we could have 

recourse, for aid, to the hospitali"eres of Quebec * * * the British 

having taken possession of their house, as well as those of the Ursulines 
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and private dwellings, for the reception of their wounded, who were even 
in greater number than ours. There were brought to us twenty British 
officers, whom their own people had not time to carry away, and whom 
we had to take charge of." * * * * * * * 

" After the action, which lastcd tlnee hours, the French took post on 
the Buttes-a-N eveu, and eEtablished their camp on the sume plains 
where they had just so gloriously avenged their defeat thereupon in thc 
preceding year." 

De Levis' triumph did not last long. On the evening of the battle he 
broke ground within 600 or 700 yards of the walls, and next day com­
menced to bombard the town, but without produci,ng much effect. On 
the night of the 15th May, news was received of 'the approach of the 
English squadron from Halifax, and De Levis abandoned the siege with 
great precipitation, leaving his whole battering train, camp and camp 
furniture, entrenching tools, &c., behind him. He was pursued and 
several prisoners taken, and thus ended the French attempt to retake 
Quebec. The brave garrison pen,tup amid a hostile population, and 
worn down by service and sickness, welcomed the succor with that 
grateful joy which might be expected from men in their position. 

THE MONUMENT-ITS HISTORY. 

« The idea of erecting a monument to,the slain of 1760 was conceived 
many years ago. For a long time the pfo\gh of the farmer and the 
shovel and pick-axe of the workman, as he labored at the foundation of 
new buildings along the Ste. Foy road, turned up ·human remains-evi­
dently the relics of those who' were ~laiJl. Rugty, half decayed arms, 
accoutrements and buttons, bearing the arms or regimental numbers of 
French and British regiments, found in close proximity to those remains, 
told to whom they belonged. In 1853-54, an unusual number of these 
bleached fragments of humanity-sad memorials of a by-gone struggle­
were found,and the St~ Jean Baptiste Society conceived the idea of having 
them all interred in one spot. They were accordingly collected, so far 
as possible, and the Christian intention of the society was carried out on 
the 5th June, 1854. The ceremony is doubtless fresh in the minds of 
the great majority of our citizens. A splendid procession was organ­
ized, and the national so cities, public bodies, troops, volunteers, &c., 
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followed a magnificent funeral car, containing t~e bones of the slain 

French and English soldiers, to the French Cathedral, where a solemn 

Requiem was sung. The remains were then conveyed in the same state 

to the field on the Ste. Foy road, adjoining the mansion of tIle late Mr. 
Julien Chouinard, where the death-struggle had taken place between the 

78th Highlanders, (Fraser's) and the French" Grenadiers de la Reine," 

where they were deposited in a common grave. An eloquent funeral 

oration was delivered by Col. Sir Etienne Pascal Tache. The project of 

an appropriate monument was started about the same time, and appeared 

to meet with general approval. It was, however, the French Canadian 

national society which took the lead, as it had done on the previous oc­

casion, and as it has done since. Arrangements had progressed to such 

an extent that it was intended to lay the corner-stone of the monument 

on the 24th June, 1855, but it was thought desirable to postpone it until 

the 19th J llne following, when the presence of His Imperial Majesty's 

corvette La Capricieuse in the harbor of Quebec added new solemnity 

to the occasion. A procession, exceeding in magnitude that of the pre­

vious year, was organized; and the presence in its ranks of the British 

garrison of Quebec, and the crew of a French war vessel, was indicative 

of the cordial alliance then as now existing between these two great 

power~, and formed an auspicious spectacle for their decendants in the 

new worl·]. On tllat occasion, the Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau was the 

orator of the Llay. His speech was a most brilliant effort, worthy of his 

reputation as a public speaker, replete with brilliant imagery, r:ouched 

in the mc~t eloquent language, governed throughout uy sound judgment 

and good taste. During the following year, the St. Jean Baptiste So­

I:iety labored earnestly and unceasingly for the purpose of collecting 

Rubseriptions to complete the monument. Theirs was) indeed, no easy 

t~sk, as may be !VeIl supposecl, for the excitement of the thing had all 

passed away with the public display, and those who would have willingly 
contributed before the laying of the corner-stone, took but little interest 
in it afterwards. Success was, however, attained, and in four or five 

ycar~} the base was crowned by th e noble)illar which now rears its fine pro­

portions Oll the historic heights of Ste. Foy. Without being invidious in 

t.he least, we may say that to Dr. P. 1\1. Bardy belongs in a great degree 
t.he credit of this success; indeed, his fellow members of the St. Jean 
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Baptiste Society are the first to concede to him the merit of his exer­

tions. Baron Gauldree Boillean, the Consul Generul of France in 

Canada, obtained from His liighness Prince Napoleon the beautiful 
statue of Bellona, which forms such an appropriate ornament on the 

summit of the monument. The memorial to the slain of 1760 having 
been thus completcd, the plan of an inauguration ceremony was pro­
jected, and was consummated yesterday ill presence of His Excellency 

the Governor General, Lord Monck, the garrison, the public bodies, the 
national societies, and at least twenty-five thousand persons, citizens of 

Quebec :md residents of the adjacent villages. The Ste. Foy monument 

is decidedly the handsomest public monument we have ia this city or its 
vicinity. Of bronzed metal, standing on a stone base, and surmounted 

by a bronze statue, it is a most prominent object in the landscape. The 
face of the pedestal fronting Ste. Foy road has the simple in:"cription, 

surrounded by a laurel wreath, 'Aux BRA YES DE 1760, ERIGE PAR 

LA SOCIETE ST. JEAN BAPTISTE DE QUEBEC, 1860.'* On the face 
looking towards the city is the name 'MURRAY,' on an oval shield 
surmounted by the arms of Great Britain and Ireland, and supported 
by British insignia. On the other side is a sbield bearing the name 
(LEVIS,' surmounted by the arms of France under the Bonrbons, the 

crown and lilies, with appropriate supporters at each side. In rear 
looking towards the valley, there is "representatiou of a wind-mill in 

bas-relief-in allusion, we suppose, to the wind-mill which was an object 

of alternate attack and defence to both armies on the occasion of the 
battle. This portion of the column also bears the national arms of 

Canada. The site of the monumcnt is beautiful in the extreme. You 
reach it from the Ste. Foy toll-gate after five or six minutes' walk 

through an avenue bordered on either side by handsome villas, and fine 
gardens, and half shaded by over-arching trees. It stands on an open 
field on the brow of the cliff oV0r-hanging the valley of tbe St. Charles. 

As you turn towards the monumental pillar, you have before you the 

valley of the St. Charles, along which the populous subnrbs of St. Roch 
ancI St. Sauveur are gradually making their way. Beyond the limit of 

~ It has occurred to many that the incription" Erige par les citoyens de Quebec" 
would have been mo~e appropriate, considering that many citizens, certainly not 
"Jean Baptistes," subscribed liberally to the Monument fund, amongst o!l:\6fS tl1~ Rou. 
Frallejm IIincks, Geo. B. Symes, Esrh CuI. TIbor1M, ~.rld a bost of otberq.~"J. 1\1. L· 

18 
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the level ground, the hills rise up terrace.like, bright, even in the late 

autumn with the verdure of gardens, and rendered still more attractive 
hy the endless succession of villas, farm. houses and villages which dot 

the rising ground at intervals until they are lost in the distance, far away 
in the rear, behind Lorette, Charlesbourg and Beauport, where the blue 
summits of the Laurentian range rise to the skies. On the left, at one 
end of the va1!ey, the prospect is rendered still more grand by the moun­
tain heights and thickly-wooded skirts of the valley, bright with the 
orange, crimson, and russet hues of autumn. Along the whole landscape 
you can trace the winding of the St. Charles, from the foot of the moun­
tains on the one side until it mingles with the broad St. Lawrence on the 
other. In fact it is impossible, within the narrow limits of our report, 

to describe the scene. It contains every variety of physical feature 

which can add to beauty of landscape j and viewed as it was yesterday, 
under the warm suu of the Indian summer, it was indeed rarely beauti­
ful. It is needless to say that the attraction was heightened by the 
1ll01'iug crowd, the bright uniforms, the glistening arms, and waving 
banners of the thousands who thronged the field of Ste. Foy during the 

sunny afternoon." 

A NOBLE SENTIMENT. 

Thc l\lontreal 1'nwscr(pt terminates an article about the Ste. Foy 
l\lonuillent celebration with the following sentiment:-

"Thus terminated a ceremony which fitly opens the second century 
of British rule in La ~ ouvelle France j in the first, French, British and 
Indians meet as deadly enemies to sbed each other's blood, and contend 
for dominatio!J. over Canada j in the second, the desl.lendants and repre­
~clltativcs of the same races assemble to bury their hostility with ths 

bones of the victims of that century's old contest beneath a monument in 
their common valour, which is a memorial also that the three races are 
blending into one people. Let us hope that before a tbird century 
dawns the fusion will be complete, and as Briton, Roman, Saxon, Dane, 
and Norman blended to form the English people, so all the races that 
find in Canada a home may by forbearance, mutual respect, strict justice, 
and an enlarged view of their nationality, bury in a common grave the 

dead bones of their militant prejudices, whether of faith or origin, and 
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look smiling down ou them as a united Canadian nation, not ignoring, 
but recognizing and drawing wisdom from paRt struggles and conten­
tions, making past war the mother of present and future peace." 

:::ttrnolb'.a Qtxpcbitiolt in 1775.* 

THE invasion of Canada by the troops of the American Congress, 
rendered the year 1775 remarkable in the annals of the Province. The 
principal points which will demand our attention are the expedition of 
Arnold, the storming of Quebec, and the death of Montgomery. 

Canada, supposed to be perfectly secure, had been left almost destitute 
of regular troops, nearly all of which had been removed to Boston. The 
whole force of this description consigted of only two regiments of in­
fantry, the 7th Fusileers, and the 26th, amounting to no more t.han eight 
hundred men. Of these the greater part were in garrison at St. John's, 
the rest dispersed through the various posts. The province was, however, 
extremely fortunate in the character, talents and resources of the go,. 
ernor, General Carleton. 

On the 17th September, 1775, Brigadier General Richard Mont­
gomery, who had formerly been in the British ser,ice, appeared at the 
head of an army, before the fort of St. John's; which, after a gallant 
defence, surrendered on the 3rd November, the garrison marching out 
with the honors of war. Montreal, which was entirely defenceless, 
capitulated on the 12th November; and General Carleton, conceiving 
it of the utmost importance to reach Quebec, the only place capable of 
defence, p3ssed through the American force stationed at Sorel, during 
the night, in a canoe with mumed paddles jt and arrived in Quebec on 
the 19th, to the great joy of the garrison and loyal inhabitants, WllO 
placed every confidence in his well known courage and ability. 

While the province was thus threatened with subjugation on the side 
of 1\1ontreal, a new danger presented itself from a quarter so entirely 

"' From Hawkin8'8 Picture of' Quebec. 
" Piloted by Captain Bouchette, the ancestor of our respected townsmen, R. S. M. 

Bouchette, Joseph Bouchett@, E~qrs., Captain Jeau Bouchette, &c. 
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uuexpected, that, until the particulars were ascertained, the fears and 

superstitions of the inhabitants of the country parishes had ample 

subject for employment and exaggeration. An expedition of a singular 

and daring character had been successfully prosecuted against Quebec 

from the New England States, by a route which was little known and 

generally considered impracticnblc. This expedition was headed by 

Colonel ArlJolc1, an officer in the service of the Congress, who with 

two regiments, amounting to about elevcn hundred men, left Boston 

about the middle of Rcptember, and undertook to penetrate through the 

wilder::tess to Point Levi, by the means of the rivers Kennebec and 

Chaudicre. 

The spirit of enterprise evinced in this bold design, and the patience, 

hardihood and perseverance of the new raised forces employed in the 

execution, will fore\'e1' distinguish this expedition in the history of 

offcllsive operations. A handful of men ascending the course of a rapid 

river, aud conveying arms, ammunition, bap-gage, and provisions through 

:tn almost trackless wild-bent upon a most uncertain purpose-can 

~earcely be considered, howcver, a reg-uln1' operation of war. It was 

rather a desperate attempt, suited to the temper of the fearless men 

eugaged in it, tllo character of the times, and of the scenes which were 

about to be acted on the American continent. The project, however, of 

Arnoll! was by no means an original thought. It had been suggested by 
Governor Pownall, in his" Idea of the service of America," as early as 

the ycar 17,):). lIe says,-" The people of i\Jaosachusetts, in the coun­
ties of Hampshire, Worcester and York are the best wood-hunters in 

America. * * * I should think if about a hundrcd thorough wood­

hunters, properly officcred, could be obtained in the County of York, a 

scout of such might make an attcmpt upon the settlements by way of 
Chaudiere river." 

On the Z2nd September, Arnold embarked on the Kennebec river in 

two hundred batteaux; and notwithstanding all natural impediments­

the ascent of a rapid stream-interrupted by frequent portages through 

thick woods and swamps-in spite of frequent accidents-the desertion 
of one-third of their number-they at length arrived at the head of the 

river Chaudiere, having crossed the ridge of land which separates the 

waters falling into the St. Lawrence from those which run into tIle sea. 
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They now reached Lake Megantic, and following the course of the 
Chaudiere river, their difficulties and privations, which had been so 
great as on one occasion to compel them to kill their dogs for sustenance, 
were speedily at an end. After passing thirty-two days in the wilder­
ness, they arrived on the 4th November at the first settlement, called 
Sertigan, twenty-five leagues from Quebec, where they obtained all kinds 
of provisions. On the 9th, Colonel Arnold arrived at Point Levi, where 
he remained twenty-foal' hours before it was known at Quebec j and 
whence it was extremely fortunate that all the small craft and canoes had 
been removed by order of the officer commanding the garrison. On the 
13th, late in the evening, they embarked in thirty-four eanoes, and very 
early in the m8rning of the Hth, he suceeeded iu landing five hundred 
men at Wolfe's Cove, without being discovered~ from the Lizard and 
HlmtCJ', ships of war. The first operation was to take possession of what 
had been General Murray'S house, on the Ste. Foy road, and of the Gen. 
eral HospitaL They also placed guards upon all the roads, in order to 
prevent the garrison from obtaining supplies from the country. 

The small force of Arnold prevented any attempt being made towards 
the reduction of the fortress, until after the arrival of Montgomery from 
Montreal, who took the command on the 1st December, and established his 
head-quarters at Holland House.* Arnold is said to have occupied the 

house near Scott's Bridge, lately inhabited by the Honorable J\Tr. 
Justice Kerr, (and since owned by :;Ur. Langlois.) 

The arrival of the governor on the 19th November, had infused 
the best spirit among the inhabitants of Quebec. On the 1st December, 
the motley garrison amounted to eighteen hundred men, all, however, full 
of zeal in the cause of their king and country, and well supplied with 
provisions for eight months. They were under the immediate comman 1 

of Colonel Allan :Maclean, of the 84th Regiment or Royal Emigrants, 
composed principally of those of the gallant Fraser's Highlander.~, who 
had settled in Canada. 

STATE~IENT OF THE GARRISON, 1ST DECEJIlBER, 1775. 

70 Royal Fusileers, or 7th Regiment. 
230 Royal Emigrants, or 84th Regiment. 

22 Royal Artillery. 

"* Now occupied by Fred. Woods, F"'h ll1"lH\ger Etwk of B. N. America. 
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330 British Malitia, under Lt. Col. Caldwell. 
543 Canadians, under Colonel Dupre. 

400 Seamen under Captains Hamilton and Mackenzie. 

50 Masters and Mates. 
35 :lHarines. 

120 Artificers. 

1800 Total bearing arms. 

The siege, or rather the blockade, was maintained during the whole 
month of December, although the incidents were few and of little 

interest. The Americans were established in every house near the walls, 
more particularly in the suburbs of St. Roch, near the Intendant's 

palace. Their riflemen, secure in their excellent cover, kept up an 
unremitting fire upon thc British sentries, wherever they could obtain a 
glimpse of them. As the Intendant's palace was found to afford them 
a convcnient shelter, from the cupola of which they constantly annoyed 
the sentries, a nine-pounder was brought to bear upon the building; and 
this once splendid and distinguished edifice was reduced to ruin, and 
has never been rebuilt. The enemy also threw from thirty to forty 

shells every night into the city, which fortunately did little or no injury 
either to the lives or the property of the inhabitants. So accustomed 
did the latter become to the occurrences of a siege, that at last they 
ceased to regard the bombardment with alarm. In the meantime, the 
fire from the garrison was maintained in a very effective manner upon 
every point where thc enemy were seen. On one occasion, as 
Montgomery was reconnoitering near the town, the horse which drew 
his cariole was killed by a cannon shot. 

During this anxious period the gentry and inhabitants of the oity 
bore arms, amI cheerfully performed the duties of soldiers. The British 
militia were conspicuous for zeal and loyalty, under the command of 
Major Henry Caldwell, who had the provincial rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. He had served as Deputy Quartermaster General with the 
army, under General Wolfe, and had settled in the province agel' the 
conquest. The Canadian militia, within the town, was commanded by 
Colonel Le Comte Dupre, an officer of great zeal and ability, who ren­
dered great services during the wllOle siege. 

Gl'neral Montgomery, despairing to reduce t.he place by a regular 
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siege, resolved on a night attack, in the hope of either taking it by 
storm, or of finding the garrison unprepared at some point. In this 
design he was encouraged by Arnold, whose loeal knowledge of Quebec 
was accurate, having been acquired in his frequent visits for thc purposc 
of buying up Canadian horses. Thc intention of Montgomcry soon 
became known to the garrison, and General Carleton made evcry prepa­
ration to prevent surprise, and to defeat the assault of the enemy. For 
several days, the governor, with the officcrs and gentlemen off duty, had 
taken up their quarters in the Recollet Convent, where they slept in 
their clothes. At last, early in the morning of the 31st December, ancl 
during a violent snow storm, Montgomery, at the head of the New York 
troops, advanced to the attack of the Lower Town, from its western 
extrcmity, along a road between the baso of Cape Diamond and the 
river. Arnold, at the same time, advanced from the General Hospital 
by way of St. Charles street. The two parties were to meet at the 
lower end of Mountain street, and when united were to force Prescott 
Gate. Two feint attacks in the meantime on the side towards the west, 
were t~ distract the attention of the garrison. Such is the outline of 
this daring plan, the obstacles to the accomplishment of which do not 
seem to have entered into the contemplation of the American officers, 
who reckoned too much upon their own fortune and the weakness of thc 
garrison. 

When, at the head of seven huudred men, Montgomery had advanced 
a short distance beyond the spot where the inclined plane has siace been 
constructed, he came to a narrow defile, with a precipice towards the 
river on the one side, and the scarped rock above him on the other. 
This place is known by the name of Pres-de-Ville. Here, all further 
approach to the Lower Town was intercepted, and commanded by a 
battery of three-pounders pl:;,ced in a hangarcl to the south of the pass. 
The post was entrusted to a captain of Canadian militia, whose force 
consisted of thirty Canadian and eight British militiamen, with nine 
British seamen to work the guns, as artillerymen, under Captain Barns­
fare, master of a transport!. laid up in harbor during the winter. At 
day-break, some of the guard being on the look out, discovered, through 
the imperfect light) a body of troops in full march from Wolfe's 
Cove upon the post. The men bad been under arms waiting with the 
utmost steadiness for the attack, which they had reason to expect, from 
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the reports ur deserters j and in pursuance of judicious arrangements which 

had been previously concerted, the enemy was allowed to approach un­

molested within a small distance. They halted at about fifty yards from 

the barrier; and as the guard remained perfectly still, it was probably 

concluded that they were not on the alert. To ascertain this, an officer 

was seen to approach quite near to the barrier. After listening a 

moment or two, he returned to the body j and they instantly dashed 

forward at double quick time to the attack of the post. This was what 

the gmrd expected: the artillerymen stood by with lighted matches, and 

Captain Barnsfare at the critical moment giving the word, the fire of the 

gun:> aud musketry was directed with deadly precision against the head 

of the advancing column. The consequence was a precipitate retreat­

the euemy was scattered in every direction-the groans of the wounded 

allel of the dying were heard, but nothing certain being known, the pass 

continued to be swept by the cannon and musketry for the space of ten 

minutes. 

The enemy having retired, thirteen bodies were found in the snow, 

and Montgomery's orderly sergeant desperately wounded, but yet alive, 

was brought into the guard room. On being asked if the general him­

self had been killed, the sergeant evaded the question by replying that 

he had not seen him for some time, although he could not but have 
known the fact. This faithful sergeant died in about an hour afterwards. 

It was not ascertained that the American general had been killed, uhtil 

some hours afterwards, wheu General Carleton, being anxious to 

ascertain the truth, sent an aide-de-camp to the Semin~uy, to inquire if 

any of the American officers, then prisoners, would identify the body . 

. \ field officer of Arnold's division, who had been nude prisoner near 
I'Sault-au-JH atelot barrier, consenting, accompanied the aide-de-camp to 

the Pres-de-Ville guard, and pointed it out among the other bodies, 

at the same time pronouncing, in accents of grief, a glowing eulogium of 

Montgomery's bravery and worth. Besides that of the general, the 
bodies of his two aides-de-camp were recognized among the slain. 
'['he defeat of Montgomery's force was complete. Colonel Campbell, 

the second in command, immediately relinquished the undertaking, and 

led back his men with the utmost precipitation. 

,~ Sault-Ilu-Matelot street, until 1830, was the fashionable quarter of the city. The 
c/it6 re.ided there. It was bad tClsft to live in tho Upper 'rown. 
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The exact spot where the barrier was erected before which Mont. 
gomery fell, may be described as crossing thc narrow road under thc 
mountain, immediately opposite to the west end of a building which 
stands on the south, and was formerly occupied by Mr. Racey as a 
brewery. It is now n'Jmbered 58. At the time uf the seige this was 
called the Potash. The battery extended to the south, and nearly to the 
river. An inscription commemorating the event might properly be 
placed upon the opposite rock. 

Soon after the repulse of the enemy before the post at Pres-de-Ville, 
information was given to the officer in command there, that Arnold's 
party, from the General HospitnJ, advancing along the St. Charles, had 
captured the barrier at the S'1ult-au-Matelot, and that he intended an 
attack upon that of Pres-de-Ville, by taking it in the rear. Immediate 
preparations were made for the defence of the post. against such an attack, 
by turning some of the guns of an inner barrier, not far from the old Custom 
House, towards the town; and although the intelligence proved false,­
Arnold having been wounded and his division eaptured,-yet the inci_ 
dent deserves to be commemorated as affording a satisfactory contradic­
tion to some accounts which have appeared in print, representing the 
guard at Pres-de-Ville as having been paralysed by fear,-the post and 
barrier "deserted," -and the fire which killed Montgomery merely 
.i accidental." On the contrary, the circumstances which we have 
related, being authentic, proved that the conduct of the Pres-de-Ville 
guard was firm and collected in the hour of danger; and that by their 
coolness and steadiness they mainly contributed to the safety of the city. 
Both Colonell\Iaclean and General Carleton rendered every justice to 
their meritorious behaviour on the occasion. 

In the meantime the attack by Arnold, on the north-eastern side of the 
Lower Town, was made with desperate resolution. It was, fortunately, 
equally unsuccessful, although the contest was more protracted; and at 
one time the city was in no small danger. Arnold led his men by files 
along the river St. Charles, until he came to the Sault-au-Matelot, 
where there was a barrier with two guns mounted. It must be under­
stood that St. Paul street did not then exist, the tide coming up nearly 
to the base of the rock, and the only path between the rock and the 
beach was the narrow alley which now exists in rear of St. Paul street 
under the precipice itself. Here the curious visitor will find a jutting 

19 
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rock, where was the first barrier. The whole of the street went by the 

name of the Sault-au-Matelot from the most ancient times. Arnold 

took the com manu of the" forlorn hope," and was leading the attack 

upon this barrier, when he received a musket wound in the knee which 

.lisabled him, and he was carried back to the General Hospital. His 

troops, however, persevered, and having soon made themselves masters 

of the barrier, pressed on through the narrow street to the attack of the 

secoad, ncar the eastern extremity of Sault-au-)fatelot street. This 

was a battery which protected the ends of the two streets called St. Peter 

street and Sault-au-lHatelot, extending, by means of hangards mounted 

with cannon, from the rock to the river. The Montreal Bank,* then a 

private house, had cannon projecting from the end windows, as had a 

house at the end of Sault-au-.l\Iatelot street. The enemy teok shelter in 

the housc~ 011 each side, and in the narrow pass leading round the ba~e 

of the cliff towards Hope-Gate, where they we:e secured by the angle of 

the rock from the fire of the guns at the barrier. Here the enemy met 

with a determined resistance, which it was impossible to overcome; and 

General Carleton having ordered a sortie from Palace Gate under Cap­

t:lin Laws, in order to take them in the rear-and their rear.guard, under 

Captain Dearborn, having alr8ady surrendered-the division of Arnold 

demanded quarter, and were brought prisoners to the Upper Town. The 

office\'~ were confined in the Seminary. The contest continued for 

upw:lfds of two hours, and the bravery of the assailants was indisputable. 

Through the freezing cold, and the pelting of the storm, they maintained 

the attack until all hope of success was lost, when they surrendered to a 
g-cnerous enemy, who treated the wounded and prisoners with humanity. 

The Americans lost in the attack about one hundred killed and 

wounded, and six officers of Arnold's party, exclusive of the loss at Pres_ 
dc-Ville. The British lost one officer, Lieutenant Anderson of the 
Royal Navy, and seventeen killed and wound'ed. The following is a 

tltatement of the force which surrendered: 
1 

2 
8 

Lieutenant Colonel, 1 
l\Iaj ors, . 

Captains, .r 
15 Lieutenants, ) 

Not wounded. 

'* This bank formerly occupied the buildino- which stood last year where the \lew 
Quebec Bank has since bcon built, b , 
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1 Adjutant, } 

1 Quarter-Master, Not wounded. 
4 Volunteers, 

350 Rank and file, 
44 Officers and soldiers, wounded. 

426 Total surrendered. 
By the death of Montgomery the command devolved upon Arnold, 

who had receiveli the rank of Brigadier General. In a letter, dated 
14th Jan·uary, 1776, he complains of the great difficulty he had in keep­
ing his remaining troops together, so disheartened werc they by their 
disasters on the 31st December. The siege now resumed its former 
character of a blockade, without any evcnt of importance, until the 
month of March, when the enemy received reinforcements that increased 
their numbers to near two thousand men. In the beginning of April, 

Arnold took the command at Montreal, and was relieved before Quebec 
by Brigadier General Wooster. The blockading army, which had all 
the winter remained at three miles distance from the city, now 
approached nearer the ramparts, and l'e-opened their fire upon the fortifi­
cations, with no better success than before. In the night of the Brd 
May, they made an unsuccessful attempt to destroy the ships of war and 
vessels laid up in the Cul-de-Sac, by sending in a fire ship, with the 
intentiou of profiting by the confusion, and of making another attack 
upon the works by escalade. At this time they had reason to except 
that considerable reinforcements, which they had no means of prevent­
ing from reaching the garrison, would shortly arrive from England; and. 
giving up all hope of success, they became impatient to return to their 
own country. A council of war was called on the 5th, by General 
Thomas, who had succeeded Wooster; and it was determined to raise 

the siege at once, and to retire to 1\:1ontreal. They immediately began 
their preparation, and in the course of the next forenoon broke up their 
camp, and commenced a precipitate retreat. 

In the means time the gallant Carleton and his intrepid garrison were 
rejoiced by the arrival, early in the morning of the 6th 1\:1ay, of the 
Stwprise frigate, Captain Linzee, followed soon after by the isis, of 

fifty guns, and ],{artin sloop of war, with a reinforcement of troops and 
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supplies. Nothing could exceed the delight of the British at this season­
able relief. After the toil and privation of a six months' seige, it may 

be imagined with what feelings the inhabitants beheld the frigate 
rounding Pointe Levi, and how sincerely they welcomed her arrival in 

the basin. The Jsis ;!Vas commanded by Captain, afterwards Admiral, 

Sir Charles Douglas, Baronet, father of Major General Sir Howard 
Douglas, the late popular Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick. 
Captain Douglas had made uncommon exertions to force his ship through 
fields of ice,-having by skilful management and a press of sail carried 
her, for tIle space of fifty leagues, through obstacles which wtnlld have 
deterred an officer less animated by the zeal which the critical service on 
which he was employed required. The troops on board the vessels, con­
sisting of two companies of the ~!)th Regiment, with a party of marines, 

amounting in all to two hundred men, were immediately landed, under 
the command of Captain Viscount Petersham, afterwards General the 

Earl of Harrington. No soon had they arrived in the Upper Town, than 
General Carleton, who had learned the retreat of the enemy, determined 
to make s sortie and to harass their rear. He accordingly marched out 
at the head of eight hundred men; but so rapid was the flight of the 
enemy, that a few shots only were exchanged, when they abandoned their 
~torcs, artillery, scaling ladders, leaving also their sick, of whom they 
had a gnat many, to the care of the British. The humanity with which 
they were treatcJ \YJS afterwards commemorated by Chief Justice 
Marshall in his life of Washington. 

The conduct of Generaly Carleton throughout the siege was beyond 
all praise. lIo al~ays wore the same countenance, and as his looks were 
watched, his conduct infused courage into those of the inhabitants, who 
unused to a siege, sometimes gave way to despondency. Be was, 
indeed, a man 0f true bravery, guided by discrimination, conduct and 
experience. During the attack of the 31st December, he had taken 
post at Prescott Gate, where 11e knew would be made the combined 
attack of Montgomery and Arnold, had they succeeded in passing the 
barrier at Pres-de-Ville and the Sault-au-Matelot. Here he took his 
stand, and there is every reason to believe that he would have defended 
the post even to death. He had been heard to say, that he would never 
grace the triumph of the enemy, or survive the loss of the town. 
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The despatches announcing the retreat of the American forces from 
before Quebec were taken home by Colonel Caldwell, who received 
the usual present on the occasion. His Majesty immediately bestowed 
the Knighthood of the Bath upon General Carleton. The following 
extraet from his despatches to Lord George Germaine, Secretary of State, 
shows his own sense of the general conduct of the officers and men under 
his command. Among the Canadian officers who particularly .distin­
guished themselves, were Colonel Dupre, Major Ecuyer, and Captains 
Bouchette, Laforce and Chabot, of thc marine. 

"Thus," says General Carleton, "ended our siege and blockade, during 
which the mixed garrison of soldiers, sailors, British and Canadiau 
militia, with the artificers, from Halifax and N ewfoundl::md, showe d 
great zeal and patience, under very severe duty, and uncommon vigilance, 
indispensable in a place liable to be stormed, besides great labor neces­
sary to render such attempts less practicable. 

"I cannot conclude this letter without doing justice to Lieutenant 
Colonel Maclean, who has been indefatigably zealous in the king'R 
service, and to his regiment, wherein he has collected a number of ex­
perienced good officers, who have been very useful. Colonel Hamilton 

captain of His :l\1ajesty's ship Lizard, who commanded the battalion of 
seamen, his officers and men, discharged their duty with great alacrity 
and spirit. The same thing must be acknowledged of the masters, in­
ferior officers and seamen, belonging to His Majesty's transports, and 
merchantmen, detained here last fall: only one seaman deserted the 
whole time. The malitia, British and Canadian, behaved with a steadi­
ness and resolution that could hardly have been expected from men 
unused to arms. Judges, and other officers of governmen t, as well as 
merchants, cheerfully submitted to every inconvenience to preserve the 
town: the whole, indeed, upon the occasion, showed a spirit a nd per­
severance that do them great honor. 

"Major Caldwell, who commanded the British militia all winter, as 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, and is bearer of these despatches to 
your Lordship, has proved himself a faithful subject to His Majesty, 
and an active and diligent officer. He, and, indeed, almost every loyal 
subject are very considerable sufferers by the present hostile invasion." 
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J.B attle 0 f @uttltston, 
13TIl OCTOBER, 1812. 

"ON the morning of the 11th October, 1812," says Ohristie,*" the 

American forces were concentrated at Lewistown opposite that place, 

with a view of making an attack upon the latter; but through the 

neglect or cowardice of the officer entrusted with preparing and con­

ducting the boats to the place of embarkation, the attack miscarried. 

Early in the morning of the 13th, their forces were again concentra­

ted at Lewiston, and the troops embarked under cover of a battery of 

two eighteen and two six pounders. This movement being soon dis­

covered, a brisk fire was opened upon them from the British shore by 
the troops, and from three batterics. The Americans commenced a 

cannonade to sweep the 8hore, but with little effect. The first di­

vision, undcr Colonel \r an Rrmsalaer, effected their landing unob­

ser-ved under the 11eightl" a little above Queenston, and, mounting 

the ascent, attacked and carried an eighteen pounder battery, and dis­

lodged the light company of the 40th Regiment. The enemy were in 

t.he meantime pushing over in boats, and notwithstanding the current 
and eddies, here rapid and numerous, alid a tremendous discharge of 

artillery which shattered many of their boats, persevered with dauntless 

rc~olution, and effected a landing close upon Queenston, where they 

were opposed by the ,grenadiers of the 49th Regiment and the York 

volunteer militia, with a determination verging upon desperation. The 

carnage becamc terrible. The British being overwhelmed with numbers, 

were compelled to retire some distance into a hollow. General Brock, 
who was at Niagara, a Hhort distance below, having heard the cannonade, 

arriving at that moment, the grey of the morning, with his provincial 

aid-de-car::p, Lt.-Col. M'Donnell, from that place, and having rallied the 

grenadiers of his favorite 49th, was leading them on to the charge, 

when he received a musket ball in his brea~t, which almos~ imme-

',; Histo,-y 0/ ('f",,,da, 
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diate:y terminated his existence. In the interim, the light eompany~ 
supported by a party of the Yorkers, rallied, and reascended to dislodge 
the enemy from the heights. Thcy formed and advanced to the charge, 
exposed to a smart fire, but finding the enemy postcd behind trees, so 
that a charge could havc little effect., they desisted, and separating, 
posted themselves in like manner, and kept up a sharp fire for some 
time. Lieut.-Col. M'Donnell, who had joined them while forming for 
the charge, and was encouraging the men, received a ball in his back, 
as his horse, which had been wounded, was in the act of wheeling. He 
~urvived his wound but twenty-four hours, in the most excruciating pain. 
The Americans having effected their landing with an overwhelming 
force, the British were obliged to give way, and suspend the fight until 
the arrival of reinforcements, leaving the Americans in possession of the 
heights. General Sheaffe soon after came up with a reinforcement of 
three hundred men of the 41st Regiment, two companies of militia, and 
two hundred and fifty Indians. Reinforcements having also arrived 
from Chippawa, the general collected his whole force, amounting to 
upwards of eight hundred men, and leaving two field pieces, with about 
thirty men uncleI' Lieutenant Holcroft of the Royal Artillery, in front of 
Queenston, as a check to prevent the enemy from occupying the village, 
proceeded by a circuitous route to gain the rear of the heights upon 
which the enemy were posted. The Iudians, being lllore alert than the 
troops, first surmounted the hill, and commenced the attack, but were 
repulsed and fel! back upon the main body, who formed with celerity, 
and upon the word, advanced to the charge under a heavy shower at 
musketry. The British set up a shout, accompanied with the war-whoop 
of the India1Js, and advanced at the double quick pace, when the Ameri­
cans, struck with terror, gave way and fled in all directions, some con­
cealing themselves in the bushes, others precipitating themselves down 

the precipice and being either killed by the fall or drowned in the at­
tempt to swim the rinr. A terrible slaughter ensued by the Indians,* 
who~e vengeance it was impossible to restrain, until a white flag was 
observed ascending the hill with offers of an unconditional surrender, 
which were accepted. An armistice of three days was proposed by the 

'" Sbll,ll we also say, " Ob! tbe English and tbeir savages, they were fiends! " 
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American and granted by the British general, in order to take care of 

their wounded and bury their dead, on condition of destroying their 
batteaux, which was immediately complied with. One general officer 

(Wadsworth), two lieutenant-colonels, five majors, a multitude of cap­

tains and subalterns, with nine hundred men, one field piece, and a 
.~tand of colors, were the fruits of this important victory; the enemy 

having lest in killed, wounded, missing, and prisoners, upwards of fifteen 
hundred men. General Van Ransalaer, before the arrival of the rein­
lorcements from Niagara, under General Sheaffe, finding the fate of the 

day still undetermined, his troops almost exhausted with fatigue, and 
falling short of ammunition, had returned to the America~ shore, to 
urge across reinforcements from the embodied militia; but they, not­
withstanding every menace and entreaty on his part., unanimously 
refused. In this dilemma, he wrote a note to General Wadsworth, who 
remained with the Americans on the Queenston heights, informing him 
of the situation of things, and leaving the course to be pursued much to 

his own judgment, assuring him that if he thought best.to retreat, he 
would send as many boats as he could command, and cover his retreat by 
every fire he could make. But before the latter had time to resolve upon 
any mode of security or retreat, the spirited advance of the British had 
decided the fatc of the day. 

" Thus ended, in their total discomfiture, the second attempt of the 
Americans to invade Upper Canada. The loss of the British is said to 
have been about twenty killed, including Indians, and between fifty and 
sixty wounded. The fall of General Brock, the idol of the army, and 

of the people of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loss, and cast a shade 
over the glory of this dear-bought victory. He was a native of Guern­
sey, of an ancient reputable family, distinguished in the profession of 

arms. He had served for some years in Cauada, and in some of the 
principal campaigns in Europe. He commanded a detachment of his 
favorite 49th Regiment, on the expedition to Copenhagen with Lord 
i-Ielson. He was one of those men who seem born to influence mankind, 

and mark the age in which they live. As a soldier he was brave to a 
fault, and not less judicious than decisive in his measures. The energy 
of his character was expressed in his robust and manly pe~son. As a 
civil governor, he was firm, prudent and equitable. In fine, whether 



BATTLE OF BEECH WOODS. 145 

viewed as a man, a statesman, or a soldier, he equally deserves the 
esteem and respect of his contemporaries and of posterity. The Indians, 
who flocked to his standard, were enthusiastically attached to him. n e 

fell at the early age of forty-two years. The remains of this gallant 

officer were, during the funeral servicc, honored with a discharge of 
minute guns from the American, a, well as British, batteries, and with 
those of his aid-de-camp, Lieutenant-Coloncl lH'Donnell, intcrred in the 

same grave at Fort George, on thc 16th of October, amidst the tears of 

an affectionate soldiery and a grateful people, who will revere his 

memory, and hold up to their posterity the imperishable name of Brock." 

1llattlc of Beed) tUoollS, 1813.* 

THOROLD, Jill!} 5th, 1813. 
AFTER the brilliant affair of Stoney Creek, thc force under the com­

mand of Gen. Vincent, at Burlington Heights-regular militia and 

Indians-quictly advanced to Grimsby (40 JUile Creek), and took up 

their position on the west bank of that creek, their left extending to 

the lake side; the Crook's House being their head-quarters. When in 
this position a reinforcement of 100 warriors of the Caughnawagians 

arrived from Lower Canada, with their officers and chiefs. 

Those people and the Six Nation warriors wcre, in appearance, more 

civilized than our western allies, but in no instance better warriors. 
Those, our vigilant aids, were permitted to perambulate the country 

between our position and t.hat of the enemy on the Niagara river, and 

lIfITere thereby instrumental in being useful by keeping the enemy in 

close quarters. 
The gallant and indefatigable Captain Fitzgerald (recen~ly one of the 

Knights of Windsor, England), was permitted [,0 organize 'a scouting 

party of 100 men from the 49th Regiment of Foot, the Glengal'ies and 

the militia, which were on all occasions a corps in advance to watch the 

movements of the enemy. 

'* Coventry Manuscripts. 
20 
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lL was on onl' fint.: morning in July, 1813, that Colonel Boestler, of 

the Unite,1 SLttes army, sailed forth froUl Fort George, Niagara, with:t 

fnIn: of 500 picked men in quest of Fitzgibbon's scouting party, and to 

lay them low. No doubt led by some of the tame ones unfortunately 

amnlJ,~ us at that time, he pursued his course directly to the rendezvous 

of Fitz:c;ibbon, and his allies in the Beech Woods, on arriving in an 

"'PCll field ncar the woods, commenced to prepare for action without i,he 

enemy in view; when after some straggling shots were fired from the 

wnu<1~) whereby the enemy felt and discovered its deadly effect without 

a possibility of making a dcfeaee against the foe. 

The bra,e and honorable Fitzgibbon, deprecating such a warfare, 

i~8ucd ordl'r~ for the firing to ccase, which was partially done; still a 

desultory fire was kept up on the enemy, 

\\"hCll Fitzgibbon, with a flag in hand, ru~hed from the ambu5cade, 

aucl ~aiu to Colond 130estler thut he would not be accountable for his 

comlll~m,l if they dill not surrender; which, after some consultation, was 

agreell upon. 

;\Iajor Dchciu, (;oming up at this time with a reinforcement of Glen· 

~ary llleIl, ili.''-l;i~sell the prisoncl'~ and escort.ed them to head-quartcr~, 

Grimsby, where they were dispo,;cd of as priooncr~ of war-being sent 

tn TOl'untll. 

(Signed) 

2Gn] OCToBEn, 1813. 

COL. ,J OH~ CLARK, 

Port Dalho'Usie, 

TIllS celebrated battle fidLl furnishes UK an opportunity for inLro­

dueiug to the reauel'\; notice a Canadian, who has deserved well from 

the British crown and from his fellow countrymen. 'Ve quote from 

)} r. lIIorgan's Biographical Dietiona?"y, p. 197 to end: 

" The family of De Salaberry is de3eended from a noble family of the 
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Pays des Basques (Navarre). The father of the subject of this notice 
was a legislative councillor, and devotedly attached to his sovereign, flO 

much so indeed, that he pl:lCed his four SOilS ill the army. 'rhe on,~ 

here noticed rose to great di,;tinctioll, as will be soon; one of the others 

was killed at Badajos, am! the other two tIied in the Bast Irldies, em­
ployed in active warfare. 

"rrhe Honorable Charles l\Iic~'c1 d'Irumbel'l'Y tIe Sal::tbcrry, C. H., 
Seigneur de Chambly et de Beanlac, member of the Legislative Council, 
surnamed the Canadian Leonidas, was born at the l\Ianor House or 

Beauport, November 19, 1778. He ll1[lrrieu Demoiselle Hertol de Rou­
ville, and eont.inued, as is bcfure state.], to sorve in the orrny, as well a8 
his brothers. He sened also, during the spacJ of eleven ye~Lrs, in the 

'Vest Indies, under General Preseott. At the seige of fort I\IatiltIa, 
uuder Prescott, and at the evacuation thereof, he eommanl!ed the grw­

adier company of the 4th battalion, 60th l\cgimont, which covel'etI the 
retreat with cretIit to themselves. In 1795, he ~erved at lhe COD(jucst 

of Martinique; became aid-de-camp to Major-GeneI'd de Rottenhnrg 
and accompanied him in the Walcheren expc,lition. UircmmtanccG 
recalled him to this country, wh'~re hc, in a very short timo, forllled the 
Voltigeurs, the organization of which reflcctctI great honor upon him j 

lieutenant-colonel commanding and superintendcnt of' thi,] fine corp~, he 

was also selected as one of the chiefs of the sbff of the militia. At­
bcked at Lacolle, at the end of 1812, together with 1\1. D'Escham­
banlt's advance guard, by one thousand fuur hnntIrerl Americans of 

Gener'll Dearborn's army, he fought them until ~ig;ht; in attempting 
to surround him, they fired against each other, which soon terminated 

in their retreat; thus resulted the first victory of De Salaberry antI the 
Voltigeurs. Part of this corps participated in the tIcfeat, no lcss humi­

liating to the American army, at Chrysler's Farm. Dearborn an:! 'Vil­
kin son thus baffled in their project of invasion, there only remained 
Genera! Hampton to contend with. Dc S~tbberry, in proceeding to 

tIiscovcr his whereabouts, obstructed the road from Odeltown to 1/ Aca­
dia, by cutting down a great many trees. After several skirmidlCs, the 
Americans, not tIaring to hazard a general action in the woods l retired 

t) a place called Four Corners. His adversary made an incursion 

into his camp, at the heatI of 200 V oltigeurs and 150 Indian war-



148 BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

riors of the tribes of Lower Canada, and threw the enemy into disorder, 

without any loss on his own side. Hampton being repulsed on the 

Odeltown route, resolved wisely to effect a junction with his chief 

general, in taking the route leading to Chateauguay, which he was 

approaching, believing the road to be open; but access thereto was 

everywhere prevented hy being blockaded by field works. De Salaberry 

was too sagacious not to discover that this strategic point was the road 

which Hampton would be flure to take in order to join Dearborn. Tha 

former, in the meantime, swept away the English pickets; and Major 

Henry with difficulty resisted them; when De Salaberry ably shifted 

his position, and threw himself on the route to face that general. The 

Canadian hcro, who had the advantage of being acquainted with the 

whole of the country above Chateauguay, during an excursion on the 

American frontier some weeks before, then ascended to the left of the 

bank of the river ChateaugU:1Y, to reach the other extremity of a wo:d, 

where he knew there was an excellent position in a swamp, intercepted 

by deep rivulets. On four of these he established lines of defence in 

rmccession. The fourth was about half a mile in thc rear, and COll' 

manded a ford on the right 81101'e, which was a very impodant point of 

defence, with a vicw to the protection of the left bank. He caused to 

be erected on each of these lines a sort of breastwork, which was ex· 
tended to some distance iu the woods, to protect his right. The breast· 

work on his first linc forilled an obtusc angle on the right of the road. 

'1'he whole of the day was taken up with fortifying this position, so as 

to force the enemy, in case he should feel disposed to make an attack, 

b cross a large f;pace of settled cOllntry, and removing himself to a great 

distance from his supplies; whereas, on the contrary, the Voltigeurs 

hld everything at hand, and were well supplied; more especially, as on 
tho second line after the V oltigeurs and Indians, came the Watteville 

regiment. Sir George Prevost was on the third line, at Caughnawaga, 
with some troops and militia, from the ~lontreal district, having brought 

them down with him from Kingston, to oppose the junction of the 

American army. De Salaberry did not confine himself to the foregoing 
arrangements. He ordered a party of thirty axemen of the division of 

Beauharuois to proceed in front of the first line of defence, for the pUf ' 

pose of destroying the bridges and obstructing the roads. All the 



BATTLE OF CIIATEAUGUAY. 149 

bridges within a league and a half were destroyed; and a formidable 
obstruction was formed on the road to the extent of a mile in advance 
of the first line of defence, which extended to the edge of the river, amI 

eontinued to a distance of three or four acres through the woods, joined 

by a swamp on the right, almost impassible. The four lines of defence 
were thus completely sheltered, even from the fire of artillery. ']'0 this 

fortified position so well selected, and to the heroism displayed, is mainly 

due the victory which succeeded. The talents and abilities of a com­
mander are distingui~hed, no doubt, as well in the selection of a position, 
as in leading an army int.o and out of the field of battle. Major-General 

de 'Yatteville, who visited De Salaberry's camp, approved of all his 
arrangements. There was ~ome skirmishing, whieh led to the retreat 
of the workmen and their escort to the camp, at about two leagues above 
the confiuence of' the waters, between a little river belonging to the 

British, and that of Chateauguay, supported on the left by the river 

Chateauguay, and in front and on the right, by a"battis and a spe0ies of 
chevanx de /rise. On the 24th October, having made a large opening 
on the road through the woods and swamps, within a distance of fiye 

miles of the Canadian encampment, in which De Salaberry was at the 
head of three hundred Voltigcurs, Fencibles and Indian warriors, who 
had just received reinforcements in a few companies of sedentary militia; 
the American general advanced at the head of seven thousand infantry 
v"nd four hundred horse, with twelve pieces of artillery, scnding, during 
the night, Colonel Purdy to take possession of the ford, but this officer 

lost his way in the woods. The next day, Hampton made an advance 
in person towards the ct"battis, with three thousand five hundred men, 
and placed Purdy at the head of one thousand five hundred men, to 
attempt again to turn the Canadians, leaving in reserve the remainder 

of his troops. De 8alaberry, warned of this movement by the fire 
directed on his advanced pickets, now seeing before him an enemy 

whom he had on two former occasions brought to the charge, advanced 
in front; and giving the signal, placed himself in the centre of the first 

line of defence, leaving the seeond in charge of Lieutenant-Colonel :Mc­
Donnell, the ::lame who had taken Ogdensburg. The firing commenced 

smartly on both sides, but badly directed by the Americans. ~'hey fired 

better afterwards; meanwhile, the circumstance of hearing incessantly 
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the report from the corps at different intervals, led them to believe that 

the Canadians were advancing in great numbers, and their ardor began 

to weaken. Purdy's column arrived at the ford during the engagement, 

but was repulsed and thrown into disorder by De Salaberry, who had 

directed his attention to that particular spot. Seeing his plan discon. 

certed by the defeat of that division, the American commander ordered 

a retreat, which he effected with considerable los3. De Salaberry slept 

on the field of battle, and on the following duy at daybreak, he was 

joined by Captain de Houville, hi:; brother·in·law, with hi" company of 

V oltigeurH, the Watteville grenadiers, together with a few of the native 

warriors. On the 2,'-Ith, he sent Captain Ducharme, the hero of Beaver 

Dam, together with one hundred and fifty wD.rriors, to reconnoitre, and 

they assured him that the American army had abandoned their camp on 

Piper's road, and had returneJ to Plattsburg. 'Vilkinson, who was at 

Cornwall, hearing of the dereat of his colleague, retired to Salmon river, 

rrnd fortified himself. '1'he victory at Chateauguay permitted the Baron 

de Rottenburg, aod aft.envanls Sir Gordon DrummollL1, his successor in 

command, to, resume the offonsive in U ppor Canada. Great Britain 

commemorated the victory by causing a golLl medal to be struck; the 

Voltigeurs were present,ed with colors, orn:nnented with devices; and 

De Salaberry, besides the gold medal, had the order of the Bath coo· 

ferred upon 1lim, transmitted with an autograph letter from his Royal 

Highness the Prince Itegellt. The two houses of the provincial legis. 

lature passe.] a vote of thauL; to him. The Yoltigeurs took part in the 

second victory, oLtained at L:lcolle, ill :,farch, l~n L De Salabcrry laid 

down thc R\v()j·,J for the pen. lIe be(o;tmc a Henntor j being called to t.he 
LegiHlative ('ouncil in ] SIS, at the same time as Monseigneur Plessis. 

He died at Chambly, on the ~Gt,h FebrUilry, l~:::n, aged 51 ycars; an<i 

was buried in the new chureh of that place, which was erected in the 

room of the nne ,1c~trnyc(l by fire in ISOG. '1'he late commander, ",'iger, 

possessed his likellc,.,;" }lrriuted by Dickin;,;uo, nOLl eograved by Durand. 

De Salaberry is rq)J'e~,)nted attired in the uniform worn by the Volti· 

geurs, decorated with the Chatc:1llguay meLhl, and the cross of the Bath, 

with his sword ul1l1cr his :tI'lll. IIi,'! family ere,.,t, i~ al80 seen. The 

cscuteheoll of' our L"'lJJ:atriut, b,,:ll's the motto hecomiug to the prll/ait 

clzev,t!ier: "Fo/'ce (~ SII:iH'I'bl'; mf?'cy a fu.iUle." A medallion repre· 
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senting a battle in the woods. On the trunk of a tree, reverseu is writ­
t.en: "ChaLcauguay, 36th October, IRI3." A serpent biting IJis tail, 
symbol of immortality, eneit·eles the medal. With respect to the Eng­
li~h medal of Chatenuouay, Britannia is seen bC'aring a palm in hand, 

crowning a lion lying at her feet. On the reverse is engraved Cha­

teauguay. De Salabel'ry would have become a great oi1i.cor of light 
troops, and even in the armies of Bonaparte would certainly have attained 

the first rank." 
The Montreal Ga,~cttlJ of 3ru November, 181:3, contains an interesting 

aecount of this battle, furnished by an eye· witness (Atljutant :;'\lichael 
Sullivan, afterwards Judge Sullivan). The want of space permits us 
merely to clip the following extract :-

" It is highly grat.ifying to add, that the ROO lllen engaged, together 
with their brave commander, were all Canadians, with the exception of 
the gallant Captain Ferguson, three of his company <lnu three officcn; 

bdonging to other corps. Let this be tolll wherever mention is made or 
the battle of Chateauguay .. and prejudice must hide its head, and the 
murmurs of malevolence will be hushed into t1onfusion. 

,{ To t.he officers aUll troops engaged on this memorable day the 

t he highest credit is certainly due. Captaiu Ferguson, of tho Canadian 

Light Infantry, anu the two Captains Duchc,l1uy, of the Voltigcurf', 
highly distinguished themselves in the command of their rcspective 
companies, and by their skill and coolness in executing several difficult 

movements with as much precision as at a field day. Nothing could 
exceed the gallantry of Captain Daly, of the militia flank brigado, who 
literally led his G.ompany into the midst of the enemy. Equally conspi­
cuous for the spirit and bravery throughout this arduous contest were 

(}lptains Lamothe, of the Indian department, Lieut. Pingnet, of the 

Canadian Light Infantry, Lieut. and Adjutant Hebden, of the VoltigeUl'~, 
and Jjieut. Schiller, of' Captain Daly's company, Lieut. Guy and Lieut. 

W m. Johnson, of the Voltigeurs, who formed their retiring piequcst 
in the line of defence, and behaved with great spirit during the engage­

ment. Captain Ecuyer, of the VoltigeUl's, and Licut. Powell, of Captain 

Levesque's company, deservt' ~reat credit for their exertions in securing 
the prisoners in the wood at an imminent risk. Captains Langtin and 
Hunan of the Beauharnois militia behaved remarkably well. 'rhe former 
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knelt down with hit! men at the beginning of the action, said a short 

prayer in his own good way, and told them that now they had dO'1e their 
dllty to their God, he c.rprclNl tl!ey would also do their dut!! to their lcing. 

" Louis Langlallc, Noel Annance and Bartlet Lyons of the Indian De­
partwent were in the action of the ~Gth and the affair of the 28th. 

Their conduct throughout was highly meritorious. Nor shall I omit the 

names of privates Vincent, Pelletier, Vervais, Dubois and Carron of the 

V oltigeurs, some of whom actually swam across the river and made 
prisoners those who refused to surrender. 

"With respect to Lieut_-Col. De SalalJerry, the most selfish must admit 
that his important services entitle him to the th:mks and gratitude of 

his country_ 

"It is difficult which to admire the more, his personal courage as an 
individual, or his skill and talents as a commander. We find him long 
before the battle displaying the greatost judgment in the choice of his 

position, and Rtrcngthening it when choscn, with every means within the 
reach of his ingenuity. "\-Ve sec him in the heat of action embracing 

every objeet with a comprehensive view, defending every point, and pro­
villing for every contingency; -but his merit and that of his little army 

bccome more conspicuous when we reflect upon the critical nature of the 

tillles at the eve of this splendid victory. Affairs in our sister province 

had assumed a gloomy aspect; despondency had already begun to spread 
it~ baneful effects. We had been even told from high authority, that 

. the period was in all probability fast approaching when it was to be 
.finally determined whether the arrogant expectations of the enemy ware 

to be realized, by his successful invasion of this province, or whether he 

was to meet with defeat aDd disgrace in the attempt.' That period is 

now past; the friends of their country will look back to it with grateful 
recollection; the faee of things is changed. The enemy, to usc a favorite 
phrase, did indeed i pollute our soil;' but he was repulsed by Canadians 
not the one-twentieth part of his force, led on by a Canadian COID­

ruandcr."* 

For this intoresting extmot, and other valuable documents, I am indebted to Lieut.­
Col. the Han. J uohereau Duohesnay, L.C., whose father and uncle played suoh an 
honomblepart in this ongagemellt.-(J. J/. L.) 
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IlhminisCfnw,i of 1812 ani) 1813-Qtlose of tile War. * 

THE great disturber of Europe, Napoleon the bt, having been sent a 
prisoner to the Island of Elba, ~uropeall nations enjoyed a brief period 

of tranquility, which enabled Great Britain to send a portion of her 
veteran army, under the iUu,'triou,,; Wellington, to prosecute the war 
with America-the brunt of which had, for two years, been nobly sus­

tained by the militia of Canada, nssi~ted by the mcre handful of regulars 
which had been left in the eouutry. 

The Ameriean~ soon perceived that they had nothing to gain, but 

everything to lose, by prolonging the struggle, and held out the olive 

branch, the very name of '1Vellington having filled their heart::: with 
terrOl". 

Peace was accordingly concluded, which we fervently hope may never 
again be interrupted by the unhallowed ambition and thirst of territory 
of onr " American Cousins." 

l\Iy purpose being now gained, that of ~ustaining the charaGter of our 

militia in the day of trial, I will therefore dismiss them to their homes, 

though they were found present for duty at Chippawa, at Lundy's Lane, 

and at Fort Erie, which actions I may have an opportunity of detailing to 

you h('reafter. In corroboration of the account I have written of the 
character of our militia in 1812, I would beg leave to offer the words of 
General Brock to the magistrateB of the Niagara district, after the 

capture cf Detroit, and also the resolutions of the Hon. 'N. H. Merritt, 
which passed the Legislature unanimously for awarding the medals to 

the militia of 1812. 
When General Brock returned to the Niagara frontier, after the capture 

of Detroit, the magistrates of this district presented him with a COIll­

plimentary address. 
The gallant general replied most emphatically, " That had not Western 

"' Coventry ManuBcripts. 
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Canada rose as one man in defence of their rights, and in support of the 

Con~titution of Britain, his hands would have been as if tied, being 

without the aid of British troops, who were ilearly all engaged at this 

time in the European war." 

The following resolutions were proposed by the Hon. lUI'. Merritt in 

the House of Assembly, on We dues day, September 8th, 1852:-

"That an humble Address be presented to Her Majesty, representing 

the disappointment of many of the inhabitants of this province, when 

they dis('oYcrcd that the hardcst fought battles in Canada were not in· 

cluded iu the General Order of the first of .J une, 1847, which awarded 

medals for certain actions. 

" Tbt the said neneral Ordcr confined the distribution of medals to 

those actions only where the general or superior officers of the several 

armies or corps engaged had already received that distinction j conse· 

lJuently, many of the battles of this country do not come under the rule 

thus laid down j and this House has reason to believe it will not be de­

parte,} from in hehalf of the C;nadi:m Militia, without a strong reprc­

sentation from this House. 

'. That Her Majesty'" attention be accordingly called to the dis­

tillguish,ocl >'cn'iecs of the Canadian ;)lilitia during the late war with the 

P nited States, with the view of rell1oviul,'; the inviduous dis.inctions 

caused by the di~tribution of these medals-the Canadian Militia having 

a"(luirc,I, in common with the British troops, a reput~.tion for loyalty and 

;,;aJJ:mtr)' of which their posterity may feel justly proud . 

.. That Her ;\Jajeo'ty be therd0re prayed to confer a similar medal tu 

that aW3nletl for the battles of Detroit, of Chrysler's Farm and Chateau­

guay, on the now few survivors who ~uccessfully defended their country 

in the "ariull'; other battles fought during the wal' . 

.. 'J'hBt His ;lbjcsty Killg Geor:;e the 'rhird onlered that the word 

. X IAUARA' should be iuscribed on the colors or the Glengary J,ight 

Infantry and the incorporated militia of Canada, for their gallant conduct 

on that frontier j and if they Ileserved such marked distinction
1 

they 

surely deserve a medal to commemorate it." 
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Au Address, embodying the foregoing resolutions, was accordingly 

presented and read, when the Hon. 1\11'. Mathieson said he had much 

pleasure in seconding this Address, and he sincerely hoped that the 

Imperial Government, at this late period, would acknowledge the services 
rendered by the Militia, by granting some allowance to the very few reo 

maining officers of the war of 1812. 
These men shared the dangers and privations of that pcriod. 

He had no pecuniary iuterest in this Address, as he then belonged to 
the regular army, and still enjoyed half-pay; but when he remembered 
that these men left their farillS and profession to defend the country 
against foreign agression, and risk thAir lives to continue the connection 
with the mother country, he did hope they wonld merit consideration 

and have some remuneration made to them. 

W.hen he remembered that the population of Upper Canada in IS1~ 
was only between 70,000 and 75,000 souls, of which there were about. 

15,000 men for actual service, and these, in addition to two or three 
weak regiments, to defend a frontier of nearly a thouHand miles! 

Such an extent of country to be defended, and ,uccessfnlly defemled, 
against the whole force of the United States, he should say such tie 
fenders should be amply rewarded. 

In those days he had ~een women ploughing the fields, and their 

daughters harrowing after them, when their husband8 and brothcr~ 

were on the frontier defending the country. 
The men of tlJose days were not annexationists; they opposed it to 

the ueath; nor had they any de8ire to quote what was done in the State 

of New York, or any other State of the American Union. 
They had the privilege of' making their own laws, and were COll­

tent.ed. 

(8igned) A LTNcor,N }IrLITIA Fr,A:~KER OF lSU. 
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Dattlt of Qtqippllwa,* 
JULY, 1814. 

" THE cam paign of 1 ~ 14 was opened on the Niagara frontier by Gen. 

Brown of the American army, who crossed from Black Rock to Fort 

Erie, July 3rd, with two divisions of his army, computed at not less 

than 5000 men. 

After driving in a picket of the garrison of Fort Erie, and that fort 

being in a defenceless state, both from the nature of the fortification 

and smallness of its garrison, under Major Buck of the King's, it was at 

once surrendered. 

General Ryall's despatch to General Drummond,of July, 1814, states: 

"T was made acquainted with the landing of the American army at 

Fort Eric, on the morninf!; of' the 3rd instant, at 8 o'clock, and orders 

w(,re given for the immediate ad\'<lnce on Chippawa of five companies of 

the HopI i"cots, under c: enpral Gordon, to reinftJt'ce the garrison of 

that place. 

"Colonel Pearsoll had moved fot'ward from thence with the light 

company of the 100th Regiment, S'lme militia and Indians. 

" The following morning, a body of the enemy's troops were reported 

to be allvancinf!; by the rivet'. 

"I moved to reconnoitre, and found them in a considerable force, 

with cavalry, artillery and riflemen. 

"Having been joined by the King's on the morning of the 5th, I 

maue my dispositions for an attack at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

" 'l'he light companies of the Royal Scots and 100th Regiment, with 

the 2nd Lincoln Militia, under Colonel Thomas Dickson, formed the 
advallce, undcr Colonel Pcarson. 

"The Indian warriors were posted on our right flank, in the woods; 

the troops moved in three columns, the King's regiment being in ad­
vance. 

" The enemy had taken up a position with his right resting on some 

buildings and orchardst close on the Niagara river, and strongly sup-

,. Coventry Manuscripts. 
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ported by his artillery; his left towards the wood~, having a considerable 

number of riflemen and Indians in front of it. 
" Our militia and Indians were shortly engaged with them. 

" The enemy's riflemen and Indians at first checked their advance, 

but the light troops being brought to their support, they succeeded, 

after a short contest, in destroying them in handsome style. 
"I immediately moved up tIle King's Regiment to the right, when 

the Royal SeotR and TOOth were directed to charge the enemy, and they 
advanced in the most gallant manner under a destructive fire. 

"I am sorry to say, however, that in this attempt they suffered so 
severely, I was obliged to withdr:tw them, finding their further efforts 

against the superior numbers of the enemy would be unavailing. 
"Colonel Gordon of' the Royal Scots, and most of the officers of' the 

100th, were wounded. 
" I directed a retreat to be Illade upon Chippawa, which was conducted 

with great order and regularity, covereu by the King's under l\1aj. Evans, 
and the light troop under Colonel Pearson, and I have the pleasure of 
saying not a si[]gle prisoner fell into tho hand~ of our enemy, excepting 
those disabled from wonnds. 

II Some of the prisoners taken report the enemy's furce to kl';e been 
6,000, with a numerous train of artillery j our force, in regular troops, 
not more than 1,500, exclusive of the militia and Indian~, of which last 
description there was not above 300. 

" Our forces retired to Fort George, and General Brown crossed the 
Chippawa and advanced to Queenston, where he remained without 

striking a -blow, from the 8th to the 23rd July, unless an occasional de­

monstration before Fort George anu the unpro,oked conibgration of the 

village of St. David's. 

"The gallant General Ryall, on learning that General Brown had 
retreated across the Chippawa, immediately pushed forward his forces 

to Lundy's Lane, being reinforced by the 103rd Regiment, under 

Colonel Scott, within two and a half miles of the enemy's po,ition, and 

there await to be reinforced by General Drummond. 

" In the battle of Chippawa, Captains J ')hn Rowt! and George Turney, 
and Privates Stephen Perr and Timothy Skinner, of the 2nd Lincoln 
Militia, were kiiled; and Colonel Dickson, commanding the :!nd Lincol[], 

Captain Lewis Clement, and several others, were wounded." 
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Bl1ttle of JrUllO!1'.s Jrl1ne * , 
25TH JULY, 1814. 

No sooner had General Drummond heard the result of the battle of 

Uhippawa, than he hastened from Kingston to Toronto, which place he 

left on the evening of the ~5t h July, and arrived at ~iagara the next 

morning. 

The grc:ltbt energy seems to have c]'aracterized General Drummond's 

movements, and we immediately find him advancing with about 800 men 

to the support of General Ryall. 

As soon as he arrived at I"undy's Laue', he found the whole in position, 

and was soon after attacked by the enemy. 

In the commencement of the action, the intrepid Ryall was severely 

wounded, and was intercepted in pas~ing to the rear by a party of the 

enemy's cavalry, and taken prisoner. 
Thus General Drummond was deprived of an officer whose bravory, 

ze:tl and activity had always been conspicuous. 

In the centre, repeated anLl determined attacks were made by the 

1(lt11, and dctacluuenb of the King's Royals and light companies of the 

41st with the most perfect steadiness and bravery: and thereby the 

enemy was eonstantly repulsed with Yel'}' heavy loss. 
In so determined a manner was their attaek.o directed against our guns, 

that our artillerymen were bayonetted hy the enemy in the act of wadding, 

and the muzzlc,,; of the encmy's g-llns were sometimes within a few yards 

of ours. 

Our troops havin,!,;' been pushed back for a few moments, iu the dark­

ness of the night, 80me of our gun~ remaincd a 'few minutes in the 

enemy's hanu j they were) however) not only quickly recovered, but two 

pieces-a six-pounucr anu a 51-inch Howitzer, which the enemy had had 

brought up) were capturcu) together with several tumbrels. 
About nine o'clock-the action IHlving commenced at six o'clock--there 

was a short interJllis~ion of firing, lIuring w hieh it appears the enemy 

,~, Coventry Manuscripts. 
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were employed in bringing up their whole force, aud shortly after renewed 

the attaek with fresh troops, but were repulsed with equal gallantry and 

suecess. 
The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were determined, and continued 

till about midnight, when, finding that he had suffered severely from the 

superior discipline and steadiness of His ~I aj esty' s troops, he gavl: up 

the contest, and retired with great precipitation to his camp beyond the 

Chippawa. 
On the following day the Americans burnt the bridge, waLer mill, anel 

also the bridge at the mouth of the Chippawa, abandoning their camp, 
throwing the greater part of their baggage, C~tJlp equipage and rrovi­
sions into the rapids at the Xiagara, and retreated in great disonler by 

the river road towards Fort Erie. 
Our light troops, cavalry and Indian :lllies, were ocnt in pursuit to 

harrass the retreat, which was continued until the cnemy reached their 

own shores. 
The loss sustained by the enemy in this f'cvere action was about 1500 

men, including screral hundred prisoners. Their two principal comman· 

ders, Scott and Brown, were wounded. 
'fhe number of troops under General Drullilllund, for the tird, three 

hours, did not exceed 1600, and the addition during the action of the 
103rd regiment did not increase it beyond 2800 men of every descrip. 

tions, including militia and Indians. 

Of tile battles that were fought during the war, none can compare 

with that of Lundy's Lane for the obstinacy al~cl courage exhibited on 
both sides, 

At Chippawu, the contest was decided principally by musketry, but it 
wag at Lundy's Lane the Americans first crossed bayonets with British 
troops, and the issue of that contest taught them, whatever their moral 
courage, their physical inferiority to British disciplined troops. 

If any army was ever fairly beaten by another, the battle of Lundy's 

Lane furnishes such an instance, if remaining in possession of the field 
of battle, whilst the enemy retreats precipitately, is to be considered a 

proof of victory. 
The writer was made a prisoner during the night of the engagement, 

but regained the British lines by finding his way through the enemy's 
masses before they retreated. . 
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£iirgr of Sort <!Erir, 1814. 

GENERAL DRU31MOND\; despatch to His Excellency the Governor 

(~eneral, 8ir Geo. Prevost., dated Camp before Fort Eric, August 15th, 

1;;':14, contains the following;-

Having reason to believe that a sufficient impression had been pro­

uu!;ed on the works before Fort Erie, by the firing of the battery I open­

l,d lin the morning or the 14th inst" and b,r which the stone buildings 

were much injured and t.hc out.side of the parapets and embrasures much 

t;hattered, I determined on assaulting the place, and accordingly made 

the nL'\:cssary arrangements for attacking by a heavy column, directed 

to the entrenchments on the side of ~nake Hill, and by two columns to 

advance frum the battery to assault the fort and intrenchments on this 

side. 
The troops destined to attack by Snak e Hill marched at five o'clock 

yesterday afternoon, in order to gain the vicinity of that place of attack 

ill sufficicnt time. 
It is with the deepc~t regret I hare to report the failure of both at· 

tacks, which were made two hours before daylight this morning . 

. \ copy of Col. Fischer's report is herewith enclosed, which will en­

able Your Excellency to forlll a pretty correct judgment of the cause of 

the failure of his attack. Had the head of the column, which entered 

the place without difficulty, been supported, the enemy must have :fled 

from their works, whieh were all taken, as contemplated in the instruc­

tions, or have surrendered. 
Thc attack on the fort and entrenchments leading from it to the lake, 

was made at the same moment by two columns, one under Co!. Drum­

mOlld of the 104th Regiment, consisting of thc fl::nk companies of the 

41st and 104th, and a body of seamen under Capt. Dobbs, of the Royal 

Navy; the other under Co!. Scott of the 103rd Hegiment, and two com­

panies of the Royals. 

These columns advanced to the attack a.s soon as the fire from Colonel 

Fischer's column was heard, and succeeded, after a desperate resistanceJ 

in making a lodgement in the fort through the embrasures of the bastioD) 
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and. captured the guns, which they had actually turned against the 
enemy, who still maintained the stone building, when, most unfortu­
nately, some ammunition which hau been placed under the platform 
caught fire from the firing of the guns in the roar, and a mORt tremoll­
uuous explosion followed, by whioh almost all the troops that had enter­
ed the place were dreadfully mangled. 

Panic instantly communicateu to the troops, who could not be per~ 
suaded that the explosion W;lS accidental, and the enomy at the ~;1ll11> 

time pushing forward and commencing a heavy fire of llluskot!'y, the 
fort was abandoned, and our forces retreated towards the battery. 

I immediately pushed forward the first battalion of Royals to support 
and covel' the retreat, a service which that valuable corps executed with 
perfect steadiness. Our loss has been severe in killed and wounded; 
and, I regret to say, all those returned " mi~sing" may be considerell 
wounded or killed by the explosion, and left in the hands of the enemy. 

The failure of these most important attacks had been occasioned by 
circumstances which may be considered as almost justifying the mo­
mentary panic they produced, and which introduced a degree of confusion 
in the extreme darkness of the night that the utmost efforts of the offi· 

cers were inefficient in removing. 
The officers appear to have behaved with the most perfect coolness 

and bravery, nor could anything exceed the steadiness and good order 
when the advance of Col. Fischer's brigade was made, until emerging 

from a thick cover, it found itself stopped suddenly by an abattis and 
within a heavy fire of musketry and guns behind a formidable entrench­

ment. 
With regard to the centre and left columns under Colonels Scott and 

Drummond, the determined gallantry of both officers and men, until the 

unfortunate explosion took place, could not be surpassed. 
Col. Scott and Colonel Drummond were unfortunately killed; every 

officer of those two columns were either killed or wounded by the euemy's 

fire or the explosion. 
The result of the attack on Fort Erie was even more disastrous in its 

consequences to the British, than had been the attack on Toronto to the 

Americans. 
In thiA affair 900 mon were I.ilIed and wounded on the British ~ide; 
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and so severe was the blow that had a less energetic commander than 

Drummond been in Upper Canada, or had a more able than General Brown 

commanded the Americans, the issue might have been of a most disas. 

trous character. 

As it was, whether from Brown's wounds or incapacity, the blow was 

not followed up, and sufficient time was afforded to Gen. Drummond to 

reCOHT from the 10sA he had sustained. 

(Signed) A LINCOLN FLANKER OF 1812. 

@i)e <!Iaptmc of Sort Niagara 

BY ONE WHO SEItYED IN 1814. 

THIS fort was one of much importance to the Americans in the war of 

1812 j as, standing on the right bank of the river where it falls into 

Lake Ontario, it commanded the entrance to the rivel', and served as a 

depot to supply the army. 
It was very strong for a fort in that part of the country; for, its 

ellce'inte, besides being of regular construction, and mounting many guns, 

including three stone towers at the west, south·west, and south angles of 

the fort, in addition to a long and strong stone barrack on the north 

face,-the whole having fiat roofs, mounted with cannon. 
It was accordingly, in December, 1814, determined to attempt its 

capture, auu. the attempt was made on the night of t.he 19th of that 

month. 
The force dcstined for that purpose was composed of the 100th regt., 

thc Grenadier company of the 1st, the fiank companies of the 41st, and 
some artillerymen; the whole under command of Colonel Murray, of 

the 100th,-a better man than whom could not have been chosen. 
Bateaux having been seeretely conveyed overland from Burlington 

to a point about four miles up the British side of the river, the troops 

silently left their cantonments about 10 o'clock at night, concealed their 
march under cover of the adjacent wood, embarked without noise, and 
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landed undiscovered on the opposite side, whence they dcsccnded 
cautiously towards the fort. 

There lay, between them and their destination, a small hamlet, called 
(if I recollect aright) YoungstOll, about two miles, or somewhat less, 
from the fort, to which it served as an outpost, where it was known lay 
a detachment from the garrison. 

It was necessary to surprise it, without alarming the fort. 
A chosen body was therefore sent in ad vance, while the main body 

followed at a convenient distance. 
When arrived near it, some of the former crept up stealthily to a 

window and peeped in. 
They saw a party of officers at cards. "What arc tmmps?" askcd 

one of them. "Bayonets arc trumps!" answercd olle of the peepers, 
breaking in the window and entering with his companions, while the 
remainder of the detachment rapidly surrounded the house, rushed into 
it, and bayonetted the whole of its illmates, that none might escape to 
alarm the fort. 

Not a shot was fired on either ~ide; American sentries having retired 
from their posts into the building, to shelter themselves from the cold 
there was no time for resistance. 

The assailants performed their work of human destructioll ill grim 
silence,-a lamentable but Ilecessary act. 

Resuming their march, they drew near the fort; not a word is spoken; 
the muskets are carried squarely, that the bayonets may not clash; the 
ice crackles audibly under their tread, but the sound is borne to their 
ear on the continuous gusts of a north-east wind-when lo! the charger 
of Colonel Hamilton (which, having lost a leg in Holland, could not 
Illarch and would not stay behind) neighs loudly, and is answered by a 
horse in a stable not far from the front gate. 

What a moment! The force instantly halts, expecting to hear the 
alarm suddenly given-the sound of drums and bugle, and of the 
garrison rushing to their posts. But all remains quiet. The sentries, 
crouching in their boxes, take the neigh of the charger for that of some 
horse strayed from its farm house or from the neighboring hamlet; they 
feel no inclination-leaving their shelter-to explore, shiveringly, the 

thick darkness of a moonless wintry night. 
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It l'an be nothing. The approaching force, drawing freer breath,puts 

ilsl'lf in Illation, ::;hufHes hastily and silently forward, and the crisis is 

Ilcar! 

The "forlorn hope" is eommanded by Lieut. Dawson, and Jed by 
~l'r~eant Andrew Spearman. 

It halts at about the distance of twenty-five yards from the gate 

nycr which the sergeant (a tall, stalwart man) strides, and, strange to 

~a}, fillLI~ the wicket open! 

The sl'ntry, hearing some one approach, issues from his box, protrudes 

the u 1'per part of his body through the doorway, and asks: "Who comes 

there t' 
Spearman, imitating the nasal twang of the Americans, answers: 

" I gue"" Mr., I come from Youngstown," quietly introducing, at the 

sallle: time, his left shoulder through the half-opened wicket. 

'rhe ,,~ntry stares at him-perceives, by his accoutrements and by his 

aGtion, j hat he is an enemy-turns round and runs inwards, exclaiming: 

.• The Brit- !" He ~ays no more: Spearman's bayonet is in his side! 

The sergeant returns allll calls, in a subdued tone, the" forlorn hope," 

which swiftly enters, followed by the column. The light company of 

the 100th makes a rapid circuit and escalades. The wholo attacking 

1;,]"('(' has entered, 
IIad the Dssailants been discreetly silent, they might have effected the 

capture without loss to themselves or to the enemy; but their blood 

being up, thJY uttered a terrific yell, which roused the sleeping 5arrison 

and occasioned some resistance. 

A cannon, turncd inwards, was fired from the roof of the south-western 

toWel', fullowed by a slight patt~ring of musketry. To prevent repetition 

uf tho formcr, Lieut. Nolan, of the 100th, a lllall of great personal 

ctrclI:,;th and ardont ('1)\1;'clgO, rushed into t.he lower part of the tower, 

I'c::'Clnllc:is of what rl)OS he might finLl there, and by what friends he 

lllight be followed, 

::: ext morning his boLly war, found, the breast pierced by a deep bay­

onet wound, at the bottom of which were a musket ball and three buck· 

shot. 
But he had not died unavenged. 
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One American lay at his feet, whoUl he killed by a pistol shut; while 
the cloven skulls of two others attested his tremendous strength of arUl 

and desperate valor. 

Some of his men, however, Ilad seen hilll plunge into the darkness, 

followed him, and although too late to sayc him, had taken the tower, 

slaying the defenders to a man. 

This resistance cX:1sperated our men, who rushed wildly about into 

every building, bayonetting every American they met. 

The carnage, indeed, would have amounted to extermination, if the 
British officers had not zealously exerted themselves in the cau,;e of' 

mercy. 
Lieut. Murray, of the lOOth, particularly distinguished himself by 

his humane endeavors; for finding that the tide of fugitives set towards 
the southern angle, where a sally-port had been burst in, he made them 
lie down, protected them, and thus saveu Ulauy. In half an hour the 

fort was fully captured: all was quiet, and I.he panting "ictol's sought to 

drown their excitement in sleep. 

Thus fell Fort Niagara, with such unexpected facility as gave rise to 
a report that treason had contributed to its capture. 

Indeed, it was said that its commander, Capt. Leonaru, had betrayed 
it by giving to the British general on that part of the frontier the 

necessary information and instructions and the countersign, by means of 

which countersign, and not in the manner above statrd, Spearman, it 

was said, had obtained admission. 
Certain it is, that Leonard, on the night of the assault, had left the 

fort and slept at his farm about foul' miles distant, and that next morn­
ing, he rode into the fort in apparent ignorance of its ca pture,--an 
ignorance not easily reconcileable with the firing, especially of the 

cannon, on the preceding night. The short contest cost the British 

the gallant Nolan and five men killed, and two officers and three men 

wounded. 
The Americans lost 65 men and two officers killed and twelve men 

wounded. 

In the fort were found several pieces of ordnance, of which twenty­

seven were mounted on the works, besides small arms, uv,uuunition, 

elotl1ing and commissariat stores in abl,lndanoe, 



166 BATTLE FIELDS OF CANADA. 

It was known that a large sum in specie was in the fort at the time of 

the assault j but, when matters had somewhat calmed down, and exami. 
nation of the captured stores was formally made, no specie was to be 
found! 

It was said in a whisper, which indignation afterwards swelled into 
bold and loud assertion, that after the resistance had been subdued, 

three officers of the lOOth had made their way into the magazine, where 

the specie lay in kegs, got it rolled out of the building and of the fort 
down to the water's edge, had it put on board a bateau and conveyed 
to the oppof'ite shore, where it was conveyed inland and secreted in a 
friend's house, saying to the men employed that it was ammunition. 

The men, however, were not so credulous as to believe that, at such a 

moment, officers, detaching themselves from the force to which they 
belonged, would secure ammunition that would not fit the British 

musket. 
It was ever afterwards con fidently believed that those officers had 

elllbezzled the specie: an imputation that their increased expenditure 

~eemed in some degree to justify. 
No inquiry, however, was made (which led to further suspicions), and 

the prize money, which had been expected to be large, was disappoint. 

ingly small. 
The next lllorning, the gro"und within the fort was strewed with arms 

and clothing, and with pieces of harness that had been stored for the 

American artillery. 
A rifle was to be had for a trifle, and a greatcoat for little or nothing. 

~b to the pieces of leather, two utilitarian officers of the lOOth had it 

carried into their rooms, where they set some saddlers to work, and 
made them manufacture sets of harness, which they sold to Canadian 

farmers at a very handsome profit. 
On the departure of the snow, the fort assumed a new appearance, 

our bricklayers facing the ramparts, within and without, with sods of 
the size of bricks, giving them a very neat and regular aspect, which 
brightened when the ensuing spring covered with verdure. 

Lieutenant Dawson was deservedly promoted to a company, while 

Spearman remained a serjeant, and never, as far as we know, received 
any reward for his gallantry but the esteem of his officers and comrades. 
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If he be still alive, he lives in Richmond, D.C., where the 100th, 
after its disbandment in 1818, received lands and settled. 

Last summer, being upwards of seventy years of age, he walked fort 
miles to where he supposed me to be, to obtain my certificate as to his 
services, to support his petition to the Commander-in-Chief for a small 
pension which might enable him to exist, no,", that he is past labour. 

I was not there, but my son was, who gave him a cordial reception, 
rest and refreshment, and promised to procure from me the certificate. 

I have given it, conscientiously declaring that Andrew Spearman, 
then serjeant in the 100th Regiment and leading the forlorn-hope, waR 
the person to whose tact and daring was principally due the success of 

the British force in "the capture of Fort Niagara." 

(Signed) JOHN CLARK.' 

* The accouuts of these lato hattles are taken from the Parliamentary Manuscripts 
collected hy Mr. G. Coventry. Colonel John Clark, who I~tely died, WetS well and favor­
ahly known all ovor Canada, for his ~t~uIloh lIupport of Briti~h institutions. 
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Jist of ~armnn anh (!tront ~i&trs.* 

TIlE following is a list of the principal salmon and trout rivers of 

Canada and New Brunswick, with the distances of tlle former from 

Quebec, and such information as could be obtained concerning their 

character and condition. Those marked in 1'talics have been leased to 

private individuals, but the others arc open to all comers. 
The Jacques Cm·tier is the onlyt river ncar Quebec which, at the 

present time, affords any salmon. 
From Quebec to l\Iurray Bay is .................... 78 miles. 

Here there is a river that furnishes a few salmon and many fine trout. 

From Murray Bay to the Saguenay is ...... 0 0.0 0 44-120 
There is excellent sea trout fishing in the Saguenay, and its tributary, 

the St . .1J1argucritc, is a superior salmo!l river. 
River Escoumain ............................................ 23 

Between it and the S~guenay are the two Bergcl'annes, and both furnish 

a fcw salmon and many trout. 
Portnenf ................................ 0 •• 0 .............. 26 

Plcnty of trout and salmon. 

Sault au Caclton ................................ ........ "... 9 
fmpassable for salmon, but affording excellent trout fishing at its mouth. 

La Val ............................ " ......... ............... 2 
Superior salmon and trout river. 

Bersemis ......................................... miles 24-84 
Affording in its tributaries many fine salmon; between it and the La 

Val are the Colombia, Plover and Blanche, all poor salmon streams. 

ii' From" The (lame Fi.h. of the No,·t"," by Barnwell • 

. ~ There is also the Ste. Anne, a few miles from Quebec, a good salmon stream. T~e 
.heque, Cartier is owned by J. K. Boswell, Esq., of Quebec, and Wm. H. Kerr. Barnl­
ter, of Montreal, two keen sportsmen. Upwards of 200 salmon wera caught last year 
in the J aeques Curtier. Since the !thove list was prepared, the rush of ~portsmeu 
to Canada hILS much incre01sed; and persons now Wishing to lease salmon flvers hale 
to n.pply ,·".rly ill the sea.'"'' to the Commissioner of Crown Lltll,is for Cauada.--[J.M.L,] 
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Outardes ... .... . .. ........ .............. . • ...... . • • . . . . .. 11 
.iHanicouagan .............................................. 16 
Mistassini ..................................................... 12 
Betscie ............................................... ' .... ..... 3 

Of these rivers I can obtain no satisfactory information. 
Godbout ................. ......................... 15-57-261 

A celebrated salmon river, one of the bcst in the provincc. 
Trinity ........................................ .................. 15 

Good salmon and trout fishing. 
Little Trinity ................................................ 10 
Calumet.................. ...................................... 3 
Pentecost ..................................................... 1-1 

Not a salmon river. 
St. Jl.largaret ...................................... '" ....... 36 

One of the best salmon and trout rivers. 
~loisie ........................................... 23-103-364 

Fine large salmon are taken in this river, and it is widely celebrated. 
Trout............................................................ 7 
Jl.lanitou ...................................................... 35 

Good trout fishing; the salmon arc obstructed by falls. 
Sheldrake........................... ........................... 16 
Jl.lagpie ........................................................ 22 

Furnishes a few salmon. 
St. John ..................... ................. ............. 5 

An admirable salmon stream. 
Mingan ........ , .............................. 16-101-465 

Probably the best river in the province for salmon, and excellent for 

trout. 
Romaine ............................................... ,..... D 

An excellent stream for both salmon and trout. 
Wascheeshoo . • •• • • ................ . ... .................... 53 
Pashasheboo ................ ........ • •• •.•• ....... .......... 18 

A few salmon. 
Nabesippi .............. ....................................... 7 
Agwanus ................ " .............. ~................... 5 

A fair supply of salmon. 

23 
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Nata~h'luan ................ • .................. 14-106-571 
~'almon fine and abundant. 

I(ega8bka ...................................................... 23 
~allllon impeded by falls. 

lIIul'(luarro .............. __ ................................. 15 
,\.ffords good salmon fishing. 

\" asheecootai ................................................ 12 
Olomanosheebo ............................................... 11 
Coacoacho ..................................................... 18 

Contains some salmon. 

Ebmamu .................................... • •• ............ 21 

Fine salmon fishery. 

N etagamu .... " ................................................ 16 
"\. fine trout stream. 

lUecattina ................................................. ;. 4 

Good salmon fishing. 

ITa! Ha! ....................................................... 9 

~t. ~\.ugustinc .............................................. 6 

.\'jrord~ many salmon. 

Es(luimaux ...................................... 14-149-720 
An excellent salmon river, somewhat run down. 

[n New J3lUnswick there arc salmon in the St. John and its tributaries, 

out the best of the latter, the ~ashwaak, has been closed with an im· 

p~ls:"able dam. From St. John it is easy to take the cars to Shediac, and 

cross to Prince Edward's Island, where there is magnificent trout fishing, 

especially ncar Charlotte, and tolerable accommodation; or one can take 

the Qucbec steamer to Bathurst and fish the Ni pisiquit, which is admit­

ted to be the best river in the province, or the Restigouche and its trio 

butarie~) an excellent stream, but much injured by spearing; or the 

Cascapediacs, which fUl'lli::;h ;somc salmoll and innumerable grilse. The 

~lirallliehi, be~ween :)hediac and Bathurst, is a fine large stream. 

The streams in Canada emptying into the St. Lawrence from the south 

shore, are hardly worth nlentioning as salmon rivers, having been ruined 

by mill-dams, with the exception of those that empty into Gaspe Basin, 

but they all afford superior trout fishing. I would here remark, that 

where the name trout is mentioned in ('onnection with the :t3ritish Pro· 
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vinces, the Salmo T1"Utta Marina, or sea trout, is always intended; and 

the salmon fishing spoken of is fly fishing. The rivers that empty into 

tlaspe Basin, such as the Dartmouth, York and St. John, are leased, a~ 

[llso the Bonaventure, that flows into the Bay of Chaleul'R. 

As explicit directions for travelling through the benighted regions 

called the British Provinces, the following' arc giv81l frolll a ~I)mewhat 

unwillingly extended experience: 

Take the night train or any route that will bring yon to Bo~ton before 

half-past seven A.M., for :It that hour the boat leaveR fl)r St, ,John, not 

St. Johns, which is in Newfoundland. If you nrc too late, you may 

still, by means of the cars, intercept the ~:tlnc vess81 at Portland. 'rhi;; 

boat does not leave daily, but generally a,l\'crtiscs in the New York and 

always in the Boston p:lpers. It touches at l'ortlaml, where you Illay 

take a steamboat on its arrival to Calais, and proceeu thellce by railroarl 

to the Scoodic River, where there is fine white, not sea, tront fishing, or 

stop at St. Andrews, whence there is a r:lilroa,l in progress to IY ood,tul'k, 

on the St. John HiveI'. The Boston b,.:tt reaches St .• fohn in about 

thirty-two hours, or at three o'clock; t III' fMc' is .~ix ,lolhl'.': the lIle:d~ 

('xtra, and, consequ<'nt.ly, extr:1 .~<)I)d. 
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WE have much pleasure in laying before our readers the following 

account of the fishing this season (1863), in some of the rivers the pro· 

perty of the province, which incontestibly proves two things. First, that 

there is better sport to be obtained, by amateur fishermen, in Canada than 

in any of the far-famed. rivers in Europe j and secondly, that the system of 

protection adopted by the Commissioner of Crown Lands is not only in­

creasing the number ofthe salmon, but enabling them to attain to a larger 

size. N ever were our markets so abundantly and so cheaply furnished 

with this noble fish as during the past summer: 

RIVER ST .. JOHN. 

i'almon taken in the river St. John, with the fly, during July, 1863, 

by two rods-July 1st, eleven fish were caught at Trent Rapid and 

Camp Pool j 2nd, ~i:s:tcen at 'frent and Can::p j 3rd, twenty-three, at 
~eal and Trent j 4th, sixteen at S€al, Trent, and Fall j 5th, Sunday; 

Gth, twenty-two, at Seal, Trent, and Camp j 7th, thirteen, at Seal and 

Fall j Sth, sixteell, at Trent, Seal, and Fall j 9th, no fishing j 10th nine­

teen, at Seal, Trent, and Camp j J lth, eight, at Trent and Seal j 12th, 

Sunday j 13th, fifteell, at Trent and Seal j 14th, six at Trent j 15th, 

four, at Trent and Seal j 16th, river very small j 17th, (one rod) two 
fish, at Trent j 18th, little fishing j 19th, Sunday j 20th, three at Seal, 

olle rod, river rising j 21st, three, at Seal, one rod, river rising j 22nd 
and 23rd, no fishing j 24th, ten, at Falls and Trent j 25th, seven at 

Falls and Seal j 26th, Sunday j 25th, five, at Seal and Camp. Total 

number of fish, 199 j total weight, 1960 Ibs. j average weight, 10 lb: 

RIVER GODBOUT. 

Salmon taken with the fly by three rods, in the river Godbout, during 

June and July, 1863 :-J une 8th, one fish was caught at Cayley's Stone; 

* From the Qllebeo Jlercw'u (Government orgnn.) 
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9th, one at Sandbank; 10th, two, at Bear and Camp; lIth, one, at 
Camp; 15th, three, at Bear and Glassy; 16th, two, at Fall, Bear j 17th, 
four, at Eddy, Belle, Cayley; 18th, eight, at Glassy, Belle; 19th, two, 
at Camp, Glassy; 20th, three, at Camp, Cayley; 2bt, Sunday; 22nd 
six, at Kate, Belle, Upper, Baar ,; 23rd, five, at Bclle, Glassy, Kate, 
Upper, Cayley; 24th, six, at Fall, Belle, Upper; 25th, sevcn, at Cay­
ley, Shea, Upper; 26th, eleven, at Doctor, Indian, Kate, Bear, Cayley, 
Upper; 27th, seventeen, at Kate, BelIc, four in Haworth, Upper; 28th, 
Sunday; 29th, twelve, at Upper, Shea, Haworth; 30th, eight, at Belle, 
Up?er, Indian, Haworth; July 1st, nine, at Shea, Upper; 2nd, eight, 
at Indian, Upper; 3rd, seven, at Fall, Upper, Haworth; 4th, twelve, at 
Upper, Belle, Shea; 5th, Sunday j 6th, five, at Upper j 7th, two, at 
Haworth, Upper j 8th, thunder and rain, fish down; 9th, five, at Upper, 
Shea; 10th, three at Indian, Upper; 11th, nine, at Upper; 12th, Sun­
day; 13th, seven, at Upper, Haworth; 14th, four, at Upper, Haworth, 
Indian, Shea; 15th, four, at Haworth, Indian, Uppcr j 16th, three, at 
Upper, Belle; 17th, one, at Upper; 18th, two, at Indian, Upper; 19th, 
Sunday; 20th, three, at Upper j 21st, two, at Upper; 22nd, two, at 
Upper; 23rd, one, at Shea; 24th, five, at Fall, J<Jddy, Haworth, Upper; 
25th, none j 26th, Sunday j 27th, one, at Shea j 28th, onc, at Upper, 
Total number of fish, 194 j total wcight, 2158 Ibs j average weight, Ilk 
Ibs, 

RIVER l\IOISIE. 

Messrs. C, & G. Bacon, and l\Ir. B. 'Yilliams, of Boston, lessees of 
the fly-fishing division of the river l\Ioisie, returned from their expedi­
tion last Saturday, and lefb the same night for their homes. They 
started from Quebec on the 6th June, in the steamer Napoleon III., 
with the other parties for Godbout, l\Iingan, &c. Their fishing began 
on the 21st June, and the last fish was killed on the 5th of July, when 
a sudden fall of the river, occasioned by the continued dry weather, 
brought their sport to a close. Taking into consideration the shortuess 
of tim€-a fortnight-the fishing was good. They caught 139 salmon, 
of which thirty weighed SO Th., and ten over 30 Th. Thc largest fish 
caught weighs 30 Th. They caught in the sa,llC river last year 318 fisll) 

the largest weighing 42 Th. 
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RIVER NIPISSIGUIT. 

The following record of eleven days' salmon-fishing on the l'iver Nipis. 

siguit, Bay of Chaleura, New Brunswick, by Messr3. Adshead & Rintoul, 

Rhows what:excellent sport these gentlemen obtained during their trip :­

Killed by Mr. J. E. Adshead, July 6, one salmon; 8th, seven; 9th, 

six; 10th, seven and one grilse; 11th, two; 13th, four; 14th, two; 

16th, two; lith, une; 18th, two; :20th, four and two grilse-total, 

thirty-eight salmou and three grilse; weight, ssg Th. Killed by MI'. 
Rintoul, .July 6, one salmon; 7th, two; 8th, four; 9th, eight.; 10th, 

five; 11th, one; l:;rh, one; Hth, one; 15th~ three; 16th, two; 17th, 

tll1w; l~tl" five; :2flth, two-total, 38 fish; weight, 341 tb. 

RIYERS :\[JNGAN AND MANITOU. 

Salmon killed in tIle rivcr~ :;\Iingan and l\Iaaitou by three rods during 

the season of 18G:; : June 15th, four fish; 16th, 17th, and 18th, flood; 

1Dth, two; :30th, six; ~~nd, eight; ~3rd, four; 2-1th, two; 25th, 

,·Ienn; :2Gth, two; ~7th, two; :29th, fifteen; 30th, nine; July 1st, 

one; :2nd, four; 3rd, seven; 4th, seven; 13th, twelve; 7th, fourteen; 

Sth, nine; !)th, two; 10th, five; 11th, two; 13th, fifteen; 14th, fonr; 

1:,th, thirteen; 16th, five; 17th, two; 1Kth, six; 20th, nineteen; 21st, 

cleven j ~~1ll1, two; ~:~rd, ten; :2Jth, three. 'I'otal number of fish, 218 ; 

total weight, ~,2~G lL.; average weight, 10 1-5 tt). 
'1\, this we lllay add that we are credibly informed that four gentlemen 

from New Brunswick, who leased the river N atashquhan, killed over 

500 fine fish, and that one of the party took forty-si:c of them in one 

day, with his own rod, a feaL which we believe to be unparalleled in any 

river in Great Britain or Norway. 
\\'e have llluch pleasure in stating that there is every probability 

that a fine seaworthy steamer will make a fortnightly trip during the 

lllonths of June and July, 186-1, to the principal streams belonging to 

the Government, affording an opportunity to the tourist, the invalid, and 

the fisherman to visit the lllost interesting localities, to invigora!e their 

health, and to enjoy t.heir sport, thus tending to increase the revenue 

already derived from these riverA, and enabling their valuable fisheries 

to be more fully appreciated. 
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THE Labrador Peninsula, with the coast and islands of the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, possess a colonial and imperial interest which 

can scarcely be over·estimated in contemplating the possible fnture of 
British North America. 

The annual value of the fisheries in British American waters 
exceeds four millions sterling, besides being the best nursery for seamen 
" the world ever saw." 

The nsheries on the Atlantic coast of Labrador alone yield a ye~~rly 

return of at least one million sterling j and yet, since the destruction of 
the town of Brest, at the gulf entrance of the Straits of Belle Isle, more 
than two hundred years ago, no attempts have been made to form settlc­
ments on an extensive scalc on or near the coast. 

In the great interior valleys, some ten or fifteen miles from the 
coast, timber, fit for building purposes and fuel, exists in abundance, 

and the climate and soil admit of the successful cultivation of all common 
culinary vegetables. 

West of the j)Iingan Islands large areas exist suitable for setticment. 

Limestones and sandstones occupy the coast, and extend about ten miles 
back over a space of eighty miles on the Straits of Belle Isle, and great 
facilities exist in many othcr places for the establishments, by which an 
annual saving of more than a ({uarter of a million sterling would be 
secured at the outset, with the prospect of an indefinite increasc. J,ocal 
establishments for the supply of salt, food, and all the requirements of a 

vast fiShing trade, are particularly demanded on the Gulf and Atlantic 

coast. 

'" Explorations in Labrador. 
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The British ~\.merican fisheries will eventually acquire a wholly 
unlooked for importance by direct trade with the Southern States for 

cured fish, upon the return of the peace, and with the great valley of 

the Mississippi for fresh salt-water fish, conveyed in ice. The connection 

of the present terminus of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada at 

Riviere du Loup with the Bay of Chaleurs would bring the rich living 

treasures of the Gulf within easy reach of the cities of the Western 

States. 

_\s a nursery for seamen, the great North American fisheries have 

no equal, and the day will yet arrive when the hitherto desolate shores 

of Labrador, north, cast and west, will possess a resident population 

capable of contributing largely to the comfort and prosperity of more 

favored countries. 
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«JudiciullS !cms havll been passed and will be enfurced. by the Canadian 
Government, and the American fisherman may find in neighboring waters, wh::tt 
he will never again in his own, these noble fish (the salmon) dwelling iu abund­
ance, and protected from worthless, w::tnton and unre::tsonablc destruction .. 

"In Canada the people have discovered, fortunately for them, not too latc, the 

importance of stringent protective l::tws."-The Game Fish oj the North, JJ)' 

BARNWELL. 

I F, on one hand, it i~ a proud boast for Canada to lJe ill advance of the 
rust of the continent by her wise legiHlation tuu.:hing the natural 

resources in her rivers,-if even an enlightened Ameriean is compelled 
to admit that it would be well for the Great Republic to borrow a leaf 

from our book, it is also singularly strange that through the recent 
lengthy newspaper discussion anent thiH samc subject, scarcely a word 
has been written, or even mention made of the most valuable portion of' 

our fisheries, I mean the deep-sea fisheries. 'Whatever praise the British 
Provinces may be entitled to for what they have done to protect and 

foster this prolific source of wealth, let us not, however, run aw::ty with 

the idea that our legislation is perfect, especially the portion relating to 
the deep-sea fisheries. Much has undoubtedly been performed; some­

thing yet remains to be done. The Abbe Sieyes boastingly asserted of 

the legal reforms he had introduced, that he had perfected the French 
Constitution; pray, how many new constitutions have been since his day 

adopted and discarded in France? In assullling that our legislation 

respecting deep-sea fisheries requires amemlment, as well as thltt relating 

to the salmon fisheries, I am merely repeating a trite observation, which 
doubtless has been often made by those conversant with the subject. 

Let uslook, for the present, into the bounty question, as connected with 

the pecuniary outlay of the fishery organization. Several questions will 

naturally arise in the course of this inquiry. Receipt and oxpenditurc arc 
24 
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cardinal point;; eithcl' in government or in private undertakings; it may be 

reasonably a;;ked whether, with the present outlay differently appor­

tioned, greater efficicncy ill enforcing the law, results of more magni­

tudc for the publie weal migtt not follow? 'J'he law places $14,000 

annually at the disposal of the government to pay bounties; by many 

it is qUllstioneu whethcr this amount might not be more advantageously 

bestowed. Protection to the fisheries has only become an established 

f~lCt in Canada ::;ince 1858; it is, therefore, still in its infancy, and 

requires an artificial stimulus before it ean be expected to bring forth the 

matured fruits of age. To afford this artificial impulse, the bounty system 

in thi;; count'ry, as elsewhere, has received its legal existence. It cannot 

l;e considered a permanency j it is merely intended to arouse the energy 

of those engaged in the pro:,;cl'ution of the fisheries: no industry which 

clIuld not pru"l'er unless such a stimulus were made permanent would 

be worth having for any people. This principle is well understood by 

the nations who have granted the largest bounties. lVlw! /S 1vanterl 

on the Ump,; and Lauradvr cvasts is, lcss bounties to fishermen, than 

cumpletc and l:/it'Ciuccl protection and security to persons and property. 

[n the opinion of many, the operation of the clause uf the Act awarding 

bounties might be, for a time, suspended, and the granting of bounties 

made contingent on the sutlicien-:y of revenue derived from the fisheries, 

.\llother point about the bounty system whioh invites consideration is, 

the principle on which the bounty is giyen. In my opinion, the whole, or 

nearly the whole, ought to be awarded, not to the lazy drone called the 

outfitter, but to the successful and intelligent fisherman himself; the 

outfitter, without prohibiting the bounty, might be just as much bene­

litteu, only it would be in an indirect way; instead of calculating on a 

catch of 100 cwts. for profit, he would have 150 or 200 cwts. for expor­

tation, and the fi~hermau's skill or industry would receive its fitting 

reward. Another important feature would be, punctuality in the payment 

of bounties. How can a poor Gaspe fisherman be expected to leave his 

home and wait in Quebec six months, liB was the case formerly, until it 

suits the government, or the collector of the port, to pay him his bounty? 

On reference to Moses H. Perley's l{eport-a masterpiece of practical 

information, we find, that in 1851, one of the sister provinces voted 

also $2000 to form societies on the principle of the agricultural societies, 
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destined to award prizes, not only to those who caught the most fish, but 
also to the fishermen who prepared the finest, the most marketable article. 
In IT,any European marts, none but fish of first quality find a purchaser. 

Doubtless, the bounty question will be thoroughly sifted by the Parlia­
mentary Committee appointed to report on the fisheries j it may he 
questioned, however, whether adequate sources of information can be 
open to it. The European governments send intelligent men abroad to 

rifle, as it were, the brains of other nations j in our country, we patch 
up and tinker up, ad Ill/inlfllm, OUl' 110111e ideas and indigenous systcmR . 

• J. 1\1. L. 
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AfJabits of~pahmiltg jizg. 

TIlE following interesting letter appeared in the Field newspaper 

of the 23rd February, 1863, published in London:-

" During three seasons past I have observed salmon whilst breeding in 

one of the tributaries of the Saguenay. The lOCltS in QltO is a shoal and 

rapid spot, with sheltering boulders, and long spits of pebbly bottom: 

The current is lively, but not heavy or strong. A.utumn leaves cannot 
lodge iu it, and branches or small drift-wood sticks hurry past upon its 

rippling surface, as if conscious that their presence might inconvenience 

the family parties already in possession of the shallow homestead. !\iany 

preconceived and some favorite notions about the habits of this fish 
were rudely shaken. Books had taught me peculiarities such as at no 

time eould I then aetually observe. The most prominent of contradic­
tions were, that the fish did not root with snouts amongst the gravel to 

make troughs for the ova; nor did the pairs work by turns i neither was 

the male accustomed to perform alone his milting in the furrow where 

her ladyship had just left those delicately-colored eggs, of the' pale 

pearly pink of sea shells.' I saw nothing of such ascribed habits. The 

female alone was industrious i the male fierce and pugnacious. She, 

filled with the cares of her maternity, seemed diligently absorbed in the 
~u~(!ess of her feminine instinets; he, sexual, masculine, selfish, and 

bullying-a very' faney man:' ever and anon jostling her i now running 
his beak into little ridges of sand or gravel in some furious rush after 

rival salmon or maraudering trout, and kicking up a most unbecoming 

dust: then, again, rudely overturning her in the awkward conflict, and 

tumbling into the nest a new pile of gravel, to her intense di~gust. The 

way this active and tidy fishwife does her busy duty is curious. She 
wriggles herself among the smaIl stones, and with rapid motions of the 
caudal and anal fins, and a winDowing actiou of Ow tail aud body (turn-
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ing over alternately upon one side and another), she keeps quantities of 
gravel in suspense, almost afloat in the edding hollow. Sand and lighter 
particles trail down the current behind hcr. It seemed to me as if the 
power exercised by her motions in the water had almost, if not quite, 
as much to do with the displacing of gravel and sand as the bodily 
movement against them. The same thing may be seen where the screw 
of a steamer stirs and draws up mud and dirt from the bottom of water 
several feet beneath the keel. The bed once made to her sn.tisfac­
tion, she settles down into it, as if resting from her labors; and should 
her attendn.nt lord be not near and ready, she turns over upon her side 
as if to signal and invite him. 'L'he bully of the throng then settles 
alongside her; and, as nearly as I could perceive, their milt and ova are 
thus expressed in actual contact, both lying almost upon their sides 
during a strong quivering pressure. This function performed, she slinks 
lazily away. She remains for a few moments quiet, as if to Ict thing,,; 
settle; lmd soon recommences her previous winnowing along either side 
of theJurrow, but this time advancing a little, and stirring down some 
gravel from above. I was much interested, and not a little surprised, 
with what I saw. You may depend upon it, sir, although the salmon is 
a fine, genteel and noble fish, he is not half so platonic a breeder as some 
amatem and theoretic naturalists have reported him to be. He is a 
ereature of like passions with all others-cold-blooded, if you please, 
but not therefore insensate. A trout can be tickled; why should not 
the higher and richer-fed member of that respectable family-Salmon i­
dal-feel occasionally a trifle ticklish? Oh, no t lVIr. Salar is not a 
sentimental and ultra-domestic Chinaman. He does not lie a-bed and 
sympathise, pain for pain, with his laboring mate. He has more of the 
Indian nature, and if he had' portages' to make, would leave his squaw 
to bear the heaviest burdens. 1\1y native gallantry forbids me to think 
so highly as before of this king of fresh-water fish. Bold, agile, 
powerful, sagacious (though sometimes suieidally bent on poking his 
head into meshes, and darting into apertures that he 1von't again eome 
out through), often, too, wide-awake for anxious anglers, and too fertile 
in combative resources for the hand and tackle of nervous fly-fishers,­
withal I put dowll this lord of salmondom as a selfish water-type of th~t 
terrestriallonl of creation Rung ~hont in the old song. 
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"There is one point upon which my experience differs from that of 
Walsh. He says the cartilaginous appendage disappears after the breed. 

ing season. I have seen it of great prominence in several specimens 

taken during l\Iay and June. In one male salmon of 63lb. weight, the 
gristly substances, hanI as bone, measured 51 inches long. The fish had 

caught himself by this hook at the outside net meshes, and twisting and 

struggling around to get free had drowned in the slack of the net. That 
this extra jaw is not much used, and is most probably a natural weapOD, 
nppears likeliest from the fact of its being longer while the fish is foul 
than when fresh. The nasty condition of the fish at breeding time may 
account somewhat for its being then uglier and more conspicuous. Oon­

sider how much larger appears the head, and how coarse is every point 

of the fish, during and after spawning soason." 
W. F. WIIITOIIER 

IJuebcc, C:muda E:lst" ] sn:; 



(183 ) 

SIH,-'l'hose who aro llosil'uLl~ to see Uw rivile8 of the eotlutl'Y 0lJeue,] up 
will have felt gratified by the assurances conbillf'll ill your issue of the 

18th April inst., of the earnest manner in which the lcgisbtive wisdom 
of Canada are prosecuting the enquiry into one of its most inexhaustible 
rosources. I mean the fisheries. Lest any desirable amellllment in the 
law should escape attention, permit me again to plaee before the public 
a summary of the reforms I advocated last year in thc work I published 
in French, LEs PECIIERIES DU CANADA; whieh refol'll};,'; I had occasion 
to urge in the .JIcrcnry of the 10th July last, in the COUf8e of It lively 
uewspaper discussion respecting the abuses and frauds of our Bounty 
system. 

A careful investigation of the ri \-01' and cloep so:, fisheries ot 
Canada, in my opinion, embraces the consideration of the following, 
among other points: 

l.-The present mode of catching codfish, mackerel, herring, salmon: 
what improvements could take place therein? 

2.-When ought these fishes to be caught? Is it a fact that herring 
is caught out of season, when it is unwholesome and consequently of 
little value? 

3.-The method of salting, curing and barrelling fish intended for 
foreign markets-what improvements can be here introduced? 

4.-0ught we to have, as they have in England and in some of the 
United States, a compulsory law for the inspection of fish and oil? Has 

the free port of Gaspe fulfilled its object? 
5.-The evil of seining herring on its spawning ground, merely as 

manure for the land? 

'* Letter to the Editor of tho Quebec Mercury. 
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(j. - Whal is the fluantity of fish exported annually? Is it a fact that 

foreign crafts tre~pass within the limits assigned by the Reciprocity 
Treaty for fishin;.o; purposes? 

7.-1s there any other fish ur muscle, which in times of dearth, could 

be substituted to herring, caplin and squid for bait? 

S.-What new legislation is refluired on the bounty question;? Are 

bounties of any usc to us? 

0.-Would it not inure to our ultimate advantage and to that of the 

lc:::see to grant long leases of the Salmon Rivers, as short leases induce 

the lessee to derive the largest possible return in fish in a comparatively 

short period-that is, to ruin the river by over-fishing it? 

lO.-The wholesome system of control exercised in other departments 

of thu public service, viz :-The appointmcnt of a visiting inspector, an 

outsider, unconnected in any way with this branch, to report to the 

g'JVernment, on the inte!'nal management of it. There are inspectors of 

railroads, inspectors of registry offices, inspectors of ports, inspectors of 
customs, inspectors of prisons, of warehouses, &c.-Why should there 

not be an inspector of the fishery revenue 1 Let us have a cheap but an 

efficient supervision. 

ll.-The es:i~ting necessity of renewing eorrespondwce with New 
Brnnswiek in onler to secure her joint eo-operatiou in new legislation to 

regulate the fisheries ou the boundaries of both provinces, the Risti· 

gauche river, for instance, and also oth( r places. 
I2.-That a more efficient law should be passed to prcvent the pea­

santry in the rural parts from indulging any longer in the wholesale 
Llestruction of young fish who are caught each tide by the thousand in 

the stake fisheries anel other engines of destruction, without being able to 
make their escape, and arc left to rot and decay in the fishery, such as 

young white fish, sturgeon, shad, herring, salmon smoult, &c_ 
I3.-That it would be highly useful to have a map of each salmon 

estuary and river, to furnish reliable information to persons who are 

prepared to pay high rents, if they eau ascertain beforehand full pal" 
ticulars about the fishing location; that this can now be done at a trifling 
expense. 

l4.-Expedieney of republishing and circulating amongst the fisher­

men of Gaspe those admirable and eminently practical directions to be 
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found in }\fr. Perley's Reports, page 264, prepared by the Imperial 

Board of Commissioners of the Fisheries of the United Kingdom. 

15.-That the time to catch trout should be altered, so as to make it, 

legal to do so from 1st January to 20th of September, but no later, aA iu 

some places trout is known to spawn early in September. 
16.-The capture of salmon fry ought also to be strictly prohibited: 

all such taken to be returned instant(jl', aliyt', to their native element. 

17.-The necessity of substitnting a small screw steamer and fast­

sailing revenue cutters, drawing but little water, to the pre"ent con"tiug 
~ervice ? Would F.nglish gunboats answer or not? Query. 

18.-Reorganization of the judiciary system of the l\Iagclulen blamls. 
19.-Declaratory clause to explain SOllie of the obscure proyisions of' 

the Fisheries Act; and certain discretion left with the Judge to tem-

per, in some cases of fine or imprisonment, the severity of the law. 

Such are some of the amendments I set for~h in the French press of 

this city last winter, and which were inquired into by a Parliamentary 

Committee. 
Yours, &e., 

J. lVI. LEMOINE. 

Quebec, 6th April, 1864. 

25 
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ARRANGED BY J. 1f. LEMOINE, 

.AeoDI·ding to cius8(ficatio1l and nOlllenclat-urc of the Smithsonian lllatilulion. 

(The figures refer to those of the catologue of North American birds published by 
tho Insti tution in 1858.) 

ORnER I.-BIRDS OF PREY. 

Duck Hawk, f). Golden Eaglej Ring-taiIedEagle,39. 
Pigeon Hawk, 7. Northern Sea Eagle, 40. 
Jer Falcon, II. Gray Sea Eagle, 42, 
Sparrow Hawk, 13. Bald Eagle, 43, 
Goshawk, H. Fish Hawk, 44. 
Cooper's Hawk, 15. I Great Horned Owl, 48, 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 17. Mottled Owl, 49. 
Swainson's Hawk, 18. Long-eared Owl, 51. 
Brown, or Canada Hawk, :n. Short-eared Owl, 53. 
Iled-tailed Hawk, .) ~, Great Gray Owl, 53. -,). 

Western Red-tail, :2-L Barred Owl, 54. 
Red-shouldered Hawk, :25. Sparrow Owl, 55. 
Broil.ll-wingC'd Hawk, .,~ *Kirtland's Owl, 56, ~I. 

Sharp-winged Hawk, :28. Saw-whet Owl, 57. 
Rough-legged Hawk, 30. I Snowy Owl, Gl. 
Black Hawk, in. Hawk Owl, 62. 
1\1arsh Hawk, 38. 

ORDER II.-CLDIBERS. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 69, I Yellow-bellied Woodpecker, 85. 
Black-billed Cuckoo, 70. I Black Woodpecker, 90, 
Hairy Woodpecker, 74. Red-bellied Woodpecker, 91. 
Downy ''IV oodpecker, 76. Red-headed Woodpecker, 94. 
'rhree-toed "rood peeker, 11:2. Yellow-shafted Flicker, 97, 
Banded three-toed Woodpecker, 83. 

"' This rare owl, lost sight of for fifty years in the fnunn of the United StateB, is 
mentioned by Profossor Arch. Hall, of Montreal-there is one specimen in the MuseuDl 
of Natural llistory, of Montreal; Thomas McIlwraith, Esq., of Hamilton, owns, one, 
and I have had the good fortune to capture one alive, which is still in my POSSeSSIOn. 
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ORDER IH.-PERCllEUS. 

Humming Bird, 101. JCape May "-arbler, 206. 
Chimney Swallow, 109. IHooded Warbler, 211. 
Whip-poor-will, 112. Small-headed Flycatcher, 21:? 
Night Hawk, 114. Icanada Flycatcher, 214. 
Belted King-fisher, 117. Redstart, 217. 
King Bird; Bee Bird, 124. ficarlet Tanager, 220. 
Pewee, 135. Summer Red Bird, 221. 
Wood Pewee, 139. Barn Swallow, ')')" ..,jM/D. 
Green-crested Flycatcher, 143. Cliff Swallow, 226. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (?), I·H. ,Vhite-bellied Swallow, 227. 
Wood Thrush, 148. Bauk Swallow, 229. 
Hermit Thrush, 149. Purple Martin, 231. 
Wilson's Thrush, 151. tWax Wing, 232. 
Olive-backed Thrush (?), 153. Cedar Bird, 233. 
Robin, ]55. Great N ortheru Shrike, 236. 
Varied Thrush, 156. White-ruruped Shrike, 238. 
'~Stone Chat, 157. Red-eyed Flycatcher, 240. 
Blne Bird, 158. Yellow-green Vireo, 241. 
Ruby-crowned 'Wren, 161. 'Cat Bird, 254. 
Golden-crested 'Wren, 162. IBrown Thrush, 261. 
Tit-lark, 165. Long-billed Marsh Wren, 268. 
Long-billed Creeper, 167a. IHouse Wren, 270. 
Prothonotary Warbler, 169'IWOOd Wren, 272. 
MaryLmd Yellow-throat, 170. Winter Wren, 273. 
~loul'lling \Varbler, 17 J .. American Creeper, ~i5. 
Connecticut ,Varbler, 17 4'IR~d-bellied Nuthatch, 279. 
Kentucky ,Yarbler, 175. Black-cap Titmouse, 290. 
Golden-winged Warbler, 181. Hudsonian Titmouse, 296. 
Nashville Warbler, 183.\SkY Lark, 302. 
Golden-crowned Thrush, 186. Evening Grosbeak, 303. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, 193. Pine Grosbeak, 304. 
Yellow-rump Warbler, 194. I Purple Finch, 305. 
Blackburnian Warbler, 196. Yellow Bird, 313. 
Bay-breasted Warbler, 197. Pine Finch, 317. 
Pine-creeping Warbler, 198. I Red CrosRbill, 318. 
CheRtnut-sided Warbler, 200. White-winged Crossbill, 319. 
Blue Warbler, 201. Lesser Red Poll, 320. 
Black Poll Warbler, 202. Mealy Red Poll (?), 321. 
Yellow Warbler, 203. SliOW Bunting, 325. 
Black and Yellow Warbler, :';U-l. Lapland JJollg~pur, 326. 

'* I insert tho stonechat and the evening grosbeak on the anthority of .:Ilr. William 
Conper, of this city,-who was presented with a specimen of each, shot in C:llladn-I am 
als," indebted to him for several snggestions in [-reparing this list. 

t Care onght to be taken not to confonnd this bird with its small summer congener­
the cherry 01' cedar bud-the wax-wing is altogether a winter visitor. 
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White-crowned Sparrow, 345. Cow Bird, 400. 
White-throated Sparrow, 349. Red-winged Blackbird, 401. 
Black Snow Bird, 354. Meadow L2rk, 406. 
Tree Sparrow, 357. Orchard Oriole, 41t 
Field Sparrow, 358. 11hltimo" O,iol., 415. 
Chipping Sparrow, 359. Rusty Blackbird, 417. 
Song Sparrow, 363. Crow Blackbird, 421. 
Fox-colored Sparrow, 374. American Raven, 423. 
Black-throated Bunting, 378. Common Crow, 426. 
Rose·breasted Grosbeak, 380. Magpie, 432. 
Indigo Bird, 387. Blue Jay, 434. 
Boblink; Reed Bird, 399. Canada Jay, 443. 

ORDER IV.-GALLINACEOUS. 

Wild Pigeon, 448. I Rock Grouse, 468: 
Common Dove, 451. American Ptarmigan, 470. 
'YiILl Turkey, 457. Partridge; Quail, 471 
Spruce Partridge, 460. I Sand-hill Crane (?), 479. 
Ruffed Grouse, 465. 

ORDER V.-WADER". 

Great Blue Heron, 4S7. Black-bellied Plover, 510. 
Least Bittern, 49l. Turnstone, 515. 
Bittern; Stake DriHT, ~92. tAmerican Avoset, 517. 
:'-;ight Heron, -+~15. Northern Phalarope, 520. 
fG lossy Ibis, 5UO. American Woodcock, ~22. 

(j nld"11 PI oYer, ;103. English Snipe, 523. 
f\ illdecr, .~,O-l. Red-breasted Snipe, 524. 
"Wilson's Plover, 50!). Gray-back; Knot, 526. 
Scruipalmatcd Plover; Bing 
Plover, 507. 

ORDER YI.-PALMATED. 

. Tack Snipe, G:n. I Field Plover, 545 . 
Le~st ~a llll pi per, 532. Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 546. 
Sanderling, G:J-1. Marbled Godwit, 547. 
Semipallllatec1 Silndpipcr, 5:;5. I Hudson God\,it, 548, 
Tell.tale; Stone i:3nipe, ;);3D. Long-billed Curlew, 54U. 
Y cllow Legs. 540. Hudsonian Curlew, 550, 
Solitary t'audpiper, 541. '\Esquimaux Curlew, 551. 
~potted Sandpiper, 543. Clapper Rail, 553. 

"if A beuutiful specimen of this rare hinl was shot. nt Grondines, on tbe 28th of April, 
J "ill, and contributed to my colloction hy P. J. Chnrlton, Esq .• of Quebce. to whom I ~Dl 
aleo inc\ehted for a wood duck nnd a Im'ge blue heron. 

'r Three avoset. were shot in the bay opposite Toronto. in Octobor, lS6:l. 

e Temminck calls tbis Crane Calladeli.i.. Charleyoix also mentions cranes in Canada, 
anc\ still many assert the crane docs not stop here in its l11igrations westward. 
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Virginia Rail, !i54. I Bing-necked Duck, 590. 
Yellow Rail, 557. iRed-head, 59I. 
Coot, 559. Canvas-back, 592. 
American Swan, 561a. Golden Eye, 593. 
Snow Goose, 563. Barrow':,; Golden Eye, 594. 
White-fronted Gooso (?), fi65. Butter Ball, . 5(15. 
Canada Goose, ,)G7. Harlequin Duck, E)~ 113. 
Hutchin's Goose, 56~L South Southerly, 597. 
Brant, 570. Labrador Duck, 600. 
Mallard, 57( .. Velvet Duck. 601. 
Black Duck, 577. Surf Duck, 602. 
Sprig-tail; Pin-tail, ;")78. Scoter, 60L 
Green-winged Teal, 579. Eider Duck, 606. 
Blue-winged Teal, ;)8I. King Eider, 60S. 
Shoveller, !i83. Ruddy Duck, 609. 
Gadwall, :)84. Sheldrake, I'll 1. 
Baldpate, ;-:,85. Hed·breasted Merganser, 612. 
Summer Duck, ;)137. Hooded Merganser, 613. 
Greater Black-head, ;")88. Smew. (314. 
Little Black-head, ;)89. ""\.merican Pelican, fi15. 

-- -- --- --_._--------- ----

" .Mr. McIlwraith, tbe well known naturalist of ITAmiitoD, in a let(,!, to me under 
date 6tb lIlny, 185,1. tbus describe; the rcccnt appearance of a flock ofl'c1icauo:.-

J . .III. J.eMoine, 1;"h Quel,e,·, C. E. 
lLulILTOX, JIay ulh, 1."1i l. 

DEAR Sm,-On tbe evening of Fril[ay, Lhe 15th April last, n, flock of eight pelican, 
was ohseryecl to alight nll Burlington Bay, ,,,here they soon attracted attentbn 1),)' their 
unusual shape and motion. Tbey ,it much Iighler on tbe water tban swan or geese, 
aud, on rising to fly, can do .'<) with less exertion, while tbe bill and pouch form 
distinguishing a1arks not to be mist" ker,. Dy claylight on Saturday morning tbe gun­
ners were early astir, and finding tbe pelicans still there, started in pursuit, the bird. 
seemed unwilling to rise from the water, but not at all disposed to admit of a dose 
inspection, an,l so vigorously diu tbey ply their large ami powerful paddles that tbough 
the winu was high and/ai,., it was ouly afler a chase of about two miles tbtlt tbe skiffo 
got sufficiently near to risk 111011g shot, which cripplccl two of the number; one was 
wing. broken and could not rise, anotber, tbough evicently bit, kept sailing round still 
rising, till on making a. sudllen turn against the wind to join his companions, tho fral'~ 
hued pinion gUYC way. and he fell from a ,<.::;reat height into the wuter, where he was SOOll 

securell. The remainUlT of tot) flock returned in the evening, and were seen for two ur 
three days tlfterwards evidently seekiug their companions, but were extremely w;ny and 
eoul,1 not "gain be approaebcll within gunshot. About fifteen yea.rs ago a small flock 
spent n, day or two about tbe bn,y, auu oue was shot, whieh is all I have beard of being 
observed here, though tbere is DO doubt tbat like other migratory birds which breed ill 
tile fur countries, they must pass this way every spring and fall, the probable rcaSOll 
wby we do Hot "eO thorn uftener is that wben migmting they fly at an immense beight, 
"nd may perform tbe wbole journey without stoppn,ge. The individuals procure,] were 
both males in adult plumage; one is now stuffed n,nd in my possession, the skin of tbe 
other bas beeu sent to Engbnt!o 

On the 25th ot April while pac1ulin!( along the bay shore, I obseryecl some 'trange 
looking birds sitting un a. sul-merged stump about 100 yards from shore opposite n, point 
of wuods wbicb runs out into tbe hn,y; creeping on nnder shadow of the trees, I fonn<i 
the gronp consisted of five cormomn!s, three Ia!oge and brownish in color, and two 
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Gannet, 
Common Cormorant, 
-r Leach's Petrel(?), 
~lothcr Cary's Chicken, 
~ooty Sheanvater, 
Pomarine Skua, 
Arctic Skua, 
White-winged Gull, 
Great Black-backed Gull, 
Herrillg (~llll, 
Ili::lg-billed (; ull, 
Bonaparte's Gull, 
Kittiwake Gull, 
Ivory Gull, 

617. 
620. 
04~. 
045. 
648. 
653. 
654. 
658. 
660. 
(;6 I. 
664. 
(no. 
67~. 
676. 

Fork-tailed Guil, 
Marsh Tern, 
Wilson's Tern, 
Loon, 
Red-throated Diver, 
Red-necked Grebe, 
Horned Grebe, 
Razor-billed Auk, 
Arctic Puffin, 

I Least Auk, 
Black Guillemot, 
Murre, 
Sea Dove, 

680. 
681. 
689. 
698. 
701. 
702. 
706. 
711. 
715. 
723. 
726. 
730. 
738. 

TIlE Crlllwl/Ctn .JO/l rnal for.J :muary, 1861, contains an excellent paper 

on "'rhe Birds of (!anada W cst," by'l'homas McIlwraith, Esquire, of 

Hamilton, an accurate observer and keen admirer of the feathered tribe. 

The fauna of Lower ('ana(la is greatly similar to that of Western Canada; 

birds, indigenous to warm climates, are not, however, so numerous down 

here. We have neither the wild turkey, (luail, meadow lark, nor pelican; 

hut our ~(,\,('l"e winters bring us, occasionally, several feathered denizens 

of the extreme north. 

" Following," says he, "the arrangement referred to (Audubon's), we 

find highest au the list the family ./trlconichr, which includes all onr 

diurnal birds of prey, such as cagles, hawks, buzzards, &0. These are 

distin::;ni~hcd by their short and powerful beaks, strong hooked talons, and 

"malleI' und darker. I watchecl them for some time, their motions were gr~cef~l in tho 
extreme. us they sat pruning their plumage, their long slender necks curvmg III e~ery 
conceiv:lble ,lirection, while every now !Lnd then one of the number would dart oft' lDto 
the water alld prescntly rehlm with a fish, which was swallowed with no .ce:emony 
"we turning the hend downwards. At length they seemed aware of my proXlmlt!, and 
tllat the distance between us was diminishing. I was anxious to secure one ?f each 
kind, aud just as (hey got up made use of the means in my power (0 accompl!sh that 
objcct, but was only pl1rtially successful. as the larger of the two, though evidentl,Y struck 
hy tho shot, mumlgecl to get away. the other WI1S a fine specimen, >tDd agrees III every 
purticular with l'rofessor Baird's description of the Florida cormorant, though I wouhl 
"c"rcely have expected to find that bid so far north. It may be that being in cOlDpaD! 
with the larger species which breeds in tho north, they have beeu led away from thelf 
usual haunts. 
. Regarding the glossy IbiS, I may mention that a pair of these birds were shot here 
iii 18D7, ~nd are now ID my poss~ssion. I have a specimen of Kirtland's owl, aud bave 
also obtamed recently a fine SpecImen of the great cinereouB owl. 

t These birds have been mostly all described in my Ornithologie dlt Oanada. 
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the great length and breadth of their wings j this class is well represented 
in our woods, and along the (Burlington) bay shore j the most conspicu­
ous member of it being the bald eagle, whose grand circling flight makes 
him an object of interest wherever he appeal~. With us this species is 
seldom seen during summer; but at the approach of winter, when the 
fish-hawk has gone south, and game get~ scarce in the woods, a few pairs 
are usually observed about Laud's Bush, aud along the ]Jeach, where 
they prey on musk-rats, an d feed on such animal matter as may be 
thrown up by the waters of the lake. During the two past winters, the 
fishermen residing on the beach have been offered a liberal price for a 

mature specimen of this bird j but so difficult are they of approach, that 
although individuals have been seen nearly every day during two montbs 
in each season, yet all the exertions of the hunters have been quite 
unsuccessful. Occasionally, after the report of some heavily-laden pieces 

a single broken feather has been seen winnowing its way downward, but 
as yet no mature specimen of the eagie has been procured. Latterly, 
the hunters being foiled in the chase, have resorted to stratagem, and 
have tried to poison the birds by putting strychnine into the body of a 
small animal, and leaving it near their usual haunts. By this means 
two or three individuals were obtained, but all of thcm havc been young 
birds, which are of a brownish colol', more or less blotched with white. 
The only instancc I have heard of the capture of the mature bald eagle, 
in this vicinity occurred some years ago, but may be worth repeating, 
as tending to illustrate the habits of the bird. A laboring man, residing 
in the outskirts of the city, found that somc deprcdator was levying 
black mail upon his chickens, and rGsolved to put a stop to it. At 
midnight he visited thc roosts with his lllusket, but all was quiet, and 
no trace of mink 01' fox visible j about day-break, however, there was :t 

disturbance among thc fowls, when, jumping up, he was just in time to 
take a hurried aim at a large eagle, which was gliding off with a plump 
chicken clutched firmly in his talons. The shot took effect iu the outer 
joint of the wing, which brought the spoil-encumberedmaraucler to the 

ground; pursuit and struggle then ensued, the eagle, according to cus­
tom, throwing himself 011 his back, and fighting fierccly with his feet. 
In this curious engagemcnt the gunner, for a time, had the worst of it, 

as, owing to the hurried way in which he had bcen called into the field, 
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he was ill-prepared to contend with the sharp claws of his powerfui 

adversary. On further assistance arriving from the house, the eagle was 

secured alive and brought into the city (Hamilton) by his captor, who 

happened to be at work at the gaol and court-house, then in course of 

ere"tion. Herc he was put for convenience into one of the cells, where 

he was visited by many of our citizens, some of whom gave expression 

to their wit over the circumstance of the first prisoner confined in the 

gaol being the rapacious symbol of American freedom.* 

" The young of this I'pecies differs from the adult so much in appear· 

:mce that, till within the last few years, they were considered as distinct 

species, the former being described as the grey sea-ea,r;le j Wilson, who 

closely observed their habits, had suspicions that they were identical, 

but the fact was not proved till after his time. 

" The same mistake was made with the golden eagle of Britain, the 

young of which was described as the ring-tailed eagle, till they have now 

been proved beyond duubt to be the same. This species is also Amer· 

can, ~cvcral specimens haling during the past winter been found near 

Toronto. Besides the foregoing, there are various other species of eagle 

said to be found on this part of the continent, one of which was discov· 

ered by Audubon, and named by him after Washingtonj but from the 

real scarcity of the species, and the difference which exists among birds 

of diifercnt agr~, we cannot at present speak of them with any degree of 

certainty. 

" The most interesting genus of the falconidre is that which includes 

the true falcons: these arc distinguished from the other members of the 

family by their comparatively short and hooked beak, long and pointed 

wing', 1:y a tooth·like process Ileal' the tip of the upper mandible, and by 

the dash and courage they exhibit wbJn striking their prey on the wingj 

th0re is probably no other i_'ird so a.lmired by the sportsman, or feared 

by the water.fowl, as the peregrIne faleon. ,Ve have often heard those 

who periodically vi~it Long Point or Baptiste Oreek, to practise duck 

Hhooting, speak with enthusias:n Of the exploits of the bullet hawk, as he 

j~ termed by the gun ners j he is described as flying at considerable height 

above the marshes, which arc dottcil with flocks of geese, ducks, teal and 

': While tho .00lJOve w"s in tYl?e the writer procured a fine specimen of the adult 
"0100,,1, meaSUrIng throe feet hy 'IX feet six incbes.-Jnnurtry, 1861. 



THE BIRDS OF CANADA. 193 

widgeon, his quick eye marking every movement that is made below. 

While these keep the water, they are compuratively sufe, as they can 

elude their pursuer by diving j but if, in the excitement cuused !:,y the 

presence of so dreaded an enemy, they should attempt to escape by 

flight, then is the time to witness the swoop of the falcon, who, ~illglillg 

from the affrighted flying flock the victim he has destined for his prey, 

descends with u rush, which the eye cun scurcely follow, und strikes it to 

the earth in an instant. So suddenly does the bird fall on being struck, 

that it was long supposed the blow was given by the breast-bone of tIll' 

hawk. This opinion has, by close observation, been proved incorrect,­
and specimens so prostrated, when picked up, are found to be so lacerate,1 

on the back as to leave no doubt that the stroke is given by the feet. 
This noble bird is well known to the residents on Burlington beach, where 

he has frequently been observed coursing along in quest of his fuvoritu 
prey j but from the uncertain nature of his visits, and the rupidity of his 
flight, no specimen hus yet been procured. A recent writer professes to) 
have found Epecific distinctions between this and the British bird of the 

same name, but these do not seem to be eleurly made out, and the general 
opinion is that it is identical with the peregrine blcon, so much in favor 

when hawking was a princely amusement in Europe j with us he follows 

the full bent of his own wild nature, and unencumbered by hooll or bell, 
roams the whole Atlantic coast, from Greenla::Jd to Cuba, and iuland 

to the Rocky Mountuins, and is known in the different districts he visits 

by the various names of peregrine falcon, bullet hawk, duck hawk, anLl 

wandering falcon. 
"Following falcons in order COUle the owls. Birds of this family are 

easily distinguished by the largeness of the head and cyes, and the for­

ward direction of the vision j of this class I have noticed eight different 

speoies near the city, none of which are plentiful, yet, from their strictly 
nocturnal habits, they may be more so than we are aware of. 'fhey are 

all migratory, and, from sometimes meeting with two or three individuals 
in a single excursion, and again not seeing any during that SE'::tson, we 

iufer that they pass along in bUI.;.ds, keeping up the communication by 
their loud hooting, which is frequently heard at night during spring and 
fall. The snowy owl, styled by vYilson the 'great northern hunter,' is (luring 

some winters quite common around the ~hores of the bay, though in 

26 
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others only a vcry few are seen j during the winter of 1858-59, I am 

aware of seventeen specimens having been brought to the market by 

fishermen and others, while during the last winter, only two individuals 

h:we bcen killed. All the birds of this class have the plumage remark­

ably full anrl soft .. which ('uables them to skim noiselessly on their prey, 

nnd clutell it. ere it i.4 aware of the danger.* 

"Passing the .'Ifl(rtnvkf'r", of which we have two species, the whip­

poor-will al1d the night hawk, we come to the swallows, of which we 

hayc fi,e; in this group we have an instance of the way in which birds 

sometimes adapt their habits to suit particular circumstances, The re­

publican or cliff swallow, which is but a recent addition to the fauna of 

thc continent, in its original character, builds its nest in caves, and undel' 

the owrhanging l"dges of perpendicular roch; when lured to this dis­

trict prub3bly by the abundance of their fa,orite insect food, which is 

found along our marshy land~, and llOt finding rocks suitable for their 

purpose in the brcedillg seasoll, they frequently choose, as a substitute, 

the ('nd of a barn or other outhouse. I have seen such a republic in the 

country, whcro the upper part of the end of a barn was literally covered 

with clay, and perforated with numerous circular holes, out of which the 

full dark eyes an.l gaping bills of the callow inmates were frequently 

soen protruding; there must have been from two to three tons of clay 

used in the work, an,1 tllC oonstant visits of the parent birds at this 

illterc.,ting L,eaSOIl give the buildilll", at a short distance, much the 

appearance of a great hre-hive. 

"In the habits (If the sl"Ui or chmllley swallow is another deviation 

from the established custom. When we see these birds circling round 

in the air and dropping perpendicularly into our chimneys to roost and 

rear their young, the question very naturally arises, where did they build 

before the invention of chimneys? Naturalists tell us thn.t their nestiDg 

place then was in hollow trees, broken off midway and open at the top, 

but that now, even where these can be had, the chimney is preferred. 

We can easily understand that in settled parts of the country, when their 

favorite trees arc all cleared away, they must either leave the district or 

'!:. It is worth notil2g, as an instance of adaptation to circumstances, that the 
eyes of the snowy owl and the hawk owl which miO"rate to the arctic regioDs, 
R:e so constr~c,ted, as to .eMble them to pro~ure their Ilfey by day as well as by 
mght-an eVident necessity where there is no night for six weeks. 
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change their abode, but why they should, in places where they have their 

choice, 1ea\'e the open tree for the open chimney, is still, I believe, an 
unanswered question. 

" Next in order come the jlycatcher~, birds of small size, but in their 

habits much resembling the birds of prey. 'l'hc~Q have the upper man· 
dible overhanging and notched at the tip, and the voice, in most cases, 

harsh and discordant. The mode of taking their prey varies in different 
species, some, taking up a station un a post or lillb of a tree, dart after 
the passing insect, making the snapping of the bill distinctly heard; 

others, more expert of wing, keep skipping about among the bushes, aud 
take by surprise anything suitable which comes in the way. A promi. 

nent member of this group is the kill:; bird, or tyrant flycatcher, well 
known on account of his depredations among hive bees; he is also 

remarkable for tbe courage he displa.p when guarding his nest and 

young, being known to drin' even the bald eagle from his vicinity . 
. ( ~early allied to the flycatchers, but differing from them in form and 

habits, are the lcood·warblers. There is no clac;~ of small birds so milch 

sought after by collectors as these; they are a llUlllerous family, generally 

graceful in form, sprightly in manner, and brilliant in color; they arrive 

here about the beginning of l\Iay, a mouth which, above all other", is 
enjoyed by those who are fond of rambling iu the woods. 'l'heir fi)ucl 

seems to consist chiefly of insects, which they finel lurking among the 
opening buds and blossoms of the trees. A few species remain with us 

during summer and rear their young, but the great body pass on farther 
north to breed, returning again in September, though from the trees 

being more full in leaf at that season, aud the birds silent, they are not 
much observed. I have noticed twenty-two species belonging to this 

family, in our woods, some of them of rather rare occHrrence, among 
which I may mention s.y7via maritima or Oape May ll'o(J(l·w((rbla. 'Wilsoll 

met with this species only ouce, and Audubon mentions it as being 
exceedingly rare. I found it in the spring of 1857 along with others of 
the same family, while on their annual journey northward. 

"The family of creepers includJs, besides the tree creeper (the type of 

the class), the genus wren, of which we have three species, viz.: the 
marsh laen, which builds in all the marshes round the bay; the w/nta 

wren, which is identical with the common wren of Britain; and the 
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hOllse linn, which ~tJems to have discovered Hamilton only within 

t he last two or three years. This little bird is strongly attached 

(0 thc dwellings of man, and in the United States is frequentlyaccomo_ 

uatpll with a housc fixed to a post or tree in the orchard, which is taken 

pos~c""ion of as soon as the birds arrive from their winter quarters. 

During the past two summers several pairs of house wrens have raised 

their brood in our city gardens, though previous to that date I have nct 

heard of their being observed. 

" Of thrushes wc have five species, among which is an instance of the 

tliffercnce of habit which ill frequently noticed even among birds which 

in many respects are closely allied to each other. The red-breasted 

thrush or robin is well known for his familiarity, frequently rearing his 

yOUDC:; clo:;e to our dwellings, yet his neflr relation, the wood-thrush, is 

oue of our most retiring songsters, and is seen only in the most secluded 

parl:, of the woods; perched on the highest twig of a tall tree, his full 

:;wed notes are frequently heanl, but the moment he is aware of being 

"bserved he drops under the tree tops and glides off in silence. 

" This group includes our best songsters, some of which make the very 

woud." ring with their thrilling notes. I have frequently heard the re­

mark tbat our Canadian birds, though gaudy in plumage, are quite 

tleficient in song. 1\1y opinion of tbis matter is, that comparing the birds 

uf North Britain with those of Canada, we have only to strike from tbe 

former list the British skylark, to be able to compete successfully, either 

a~ regards the number of performers or the variety and sweetness of their 

uotes I have oft,ell imagined (but it may be only a fancy) that their is 

a strange harmouy existing between the voices of birds and their 

particular ph1C'JS of resort j I have noticed thi~ in winter in the 

~hort, sharp note of the nuthatch, which as he hurries about seems ever 

to ~ay that he lUust bestir himself as the days are short. The lively 

t?Vitteriuf',' of the warbler seeU1S to blend with the first fluUr-ring of the 

young leaves j the shrill piping of the plover is quite in unison with the 

whistling of' the sea-breez,', which comes up over the treeless barren 

which they usually frequent, :md surely if we had sought through the 

whole feathered race for a tenant to our gloomy cedar swamps, we could 

not have founel one more suitable than the great horned owl, the 

solemn aspect and singular voice of whleh makes the solitude of such 
places stillmore intense. 
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The family of fillChcs is one of our most cOlllprehensive groups; it 
has been divided by Audubon into 18 different genera, and contaiu~J 

according to that author, 55 species. Of these a fair proportion are 

found in our fields and gardens, where they render considerahle service 

by ridding the ground of the seeds of such troublesome plants as tIle 

dandelion and the t.histle. The greater number are summer resident,; 

only; a few remain all the year round, and one or two 8pecie~ visit us 
frolll the north only in severe winters; of the latter class a rare specie~ 

has during the past winter been observed in considerable numbers round 

the city. I refer to the pine grosbeak, which was first observed about 

the 5th or 6th of January, in a garden in Merrick street, feeding on the 

berries of the mountain ash. They attracted attention by the unsus­

picious way in which they followed their occupation, almost within reach 
of the people who were passing on the side-walk, shewing clearly that 

they were little accustomed to the oociety of man. In small flocks, they 
continued to frequent the gardens where their favvril~ , criie.~ were to 

be obtained, till about the 23rd February, when a ~trvng wc~t wind, 
accompanied by '\\-arm rain prevailed for a day and night, after which 

they were no more seen. In the winters of 1856-1857 they paid a 

similar visit, but have not been observed in any other year. N early all 

those whieh visited this part of the country were either young males or 
females. The adult male was much sought after on account of his 

~howy crimson plumage, but only a f()w of them were procured. It is 
worthy of remark, that the grosbeaks are frequently, if not alway~, 
~:ccompauied by true Bohemian chatterers; which latter feed 011 the 

litem and pulp of the berries of the mountain a~h, rejected 

down by their hard-billed fellow travellers. 
" The small family of marsh blackbirds is next in order, 

of which are well-known on account of their gaudy colours. 

and thrown 

two species 

One is the 

rcd-winged blackbird so common in our marshes during summer, and 
tile other is the Baltimm·e oriole, whose pensile nest we sometimes see 
suspended from the drooping twigs of our willow shade trees. Thc 

former of these enjoys the unenviable reputation of being a notorious 
corn thief; and though several writers have endeavored to clear his 

character from this imputation, yet if brought to the bar on such a 

charge, we might expect to hear very strong condemnatory evidence 
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given against hilll by thc farmer, and unless he could succeed in getting 

upon the jury a majority of his friends, the crow blackbirds, which had 

themselves tasted the corn, the chances are that the case would go 

against him. Admitting, however, that he does occasionally take what 

was intended for others, he amply compensates fo~' it by the destruction 

of innumerable grubs and caterpillars, whose ravages among the corn 

would have far exceeded his OWD. A lllore remarkable species than 

either of these is the cOlc-bill/ting, which, like the British cuckoo, builds 

no ne;;t, but dropping its egg into that of another bird, leaves the care 

vf its offspring to those not related to it even by family ties. With U8, 

the cow·birds are summer residents only, usually making their appear· 

anl'C about the beginning of c\pril, and retiring to the south about the 

CIlll of October. It is possible that a few individuals may spend the 

winter with us, in sheltered situations j as when visiting a farm house 

ncar Dundas, carly iu ::JIarch (1357), I wa;; surprised to see half a dozen 

vf these birds nestling close together on a beam just above the cattle in 

the cow-house. On enquiry, I found they had been there all winter, 

coming out for a few houl',~ about mid-day, and gleaning seeds from 

amollg the fodder of the cattle. They were all males, and seemed in 

excellent condition. 

" It Wa~ long a subject ofremark among those who were foud of observ· 

iug the habits of birds, that the nest of the cow-bunting was seldom, if 
e\'er, found, and suspicions were entertained that some irregularity 

existed in their mode of perpetuating their race, but Wilson was the 

fir;;t to establish the fact that they not only shirk the duties of incu­

bation, but that the whole tribe live in a state of the most unrestrained 

polygamy. Their conduct, in this respect, forms a striking contrast to 
that of alJ our other summer birds: these, as soon as they arrive from 

their winter quarters, lay aside the instinct which has kept them in 

flocks Lluring their migratory course, and scatteriug about in pairs, 

cach pair makes choice of a particular tree or bush, which is to be 

their home for the season. To this spot they are devotedly attached, 

and near it the m,lle lllay be c:mstantly seen, either cheeriug his mate 

with a song, or fighting bitter battles of disputed boundary with his 

troublesome neighbours. Eveu the woodpeckers, which, some writers 

say, have the smallest share (,f enjoyment of all the feathered tribes, 
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may at this season be seen chattering and chasing each other round 

the favorite decayed tree, whose hollow reccss is to be the cradle for 
their young. During all this excitement, the cowbinls rcmain in a 

statc of callous indifference, and ill small flocks, kecl' roaming about 
the clearings like bands of Yngrnuts, with no song SUYC a few ~plutter­
ing notes, holding no int~rclmrse ,ritlt othcr birds, amI "ith no attach­
ment to any locality, sayc that where food if; most abundant. 

" As the season of incubation advances, the female cow-bird leaves 
the flock, and having made choice of a nest to suit her purpose, deposit.s 
therein one egg, and leayes it, not only without hesitation, but, judging 
from her manner, with evident satisfaction. The nest so selected is 

usually that of a fly-catcher or warbler, in which the owner has made 
a similar deposit. ,rilsun, who ~pent much time in investigating this 

matter, tells us, that the egg of the cow-binI is hatched in less time 
than the others, and that the female being obliged to leave the nest to 

provide for the wants of the youngster, the unhatched eggs are cxpo,~ecl 

to the weather, and do not come to maturity, but, in a few days, 

disappear altogether, leaving the intruder in undisputed posses~ion of 
the nest. It hal'> ever been a puzzle to naturalists to account for this 
singular habit, and as it may be interesting to hear what has been said 
on the subject, I will here make one or two short extracts. 

" Wilson, after devoti;;g more space to the description of this than any 
other bird he met with, ~ays) 'what reason nature may have for this 
extraordinary deviation from the general practice, is, I confess, altogether 
beyond my comprehension. Many conjecture~, indeed, may be formed 
as to the probable cause, but all of them, "hich have occurred to me, 
are unsatisfactory and inconsistent. Future and more numerous obsena­
tions may throw some light on the matter, till then, we can only rest 
satisfied with the fact.' Mr. Selby, the eminent English naturalist, 
suggests, regarding this habit in the cuckoo, that the old binlA retire 
to the south before the young are able to accompany them, and thej'e­

fore they have to be confided to the ca~e of others. The writer of an 
article on this subject, in the Edtish o.yclopfJ?d/a of Natllra7 History, 
says regarding JUr. Seiby's theory, 'this is perhaps about as good an 

explanation of the cuckoo's peculiarities as has yet been offered, hut 

it fails, like all the others, in being quite inapplicahle to the North 
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American cow-bunting. The true cause, whatever that may be, of 

this extraordinary deviation, must, we are persuaded, be the same in 

both, nor can we at present accept of any explanation as satisfactory, 

which will not alike apply to either.' 

" I have been particular in making these extracts, because it occurs 

to me that an important consideration connected with the subject has 

been overlooked, it is one which applies alike to the cuckoo and the 

cowbird, and will, I think, if carefully followed up, go far to explain the 

seemingly unnatural conduct of both species. We recognize in it, a,g in 

accordance with the all-wise laws which regulate animated nature, that 

over each class there is imposed a salutary check, to prevent excess in 

production; this is specially observable among the feathered tribes, 

Rome of which have their eggs carried away by the ship-load from the 

breeding places; others, such as the grouse and waterfowl, are greatly 

reduced in number by sportsmen, or those who make a business of 

~ending them to market, while the finches and blackbirds contribute 

largely to the support of the birds of prey, and in the southern part 

of the continent, are, during the winter, taken in numbers with the net 

and sold for the table. None of these causes, however, in any way affect 

the class which embraces the fly-catchers and warblers, as from their 

small sizc anll the nature of thcir food, they are not sought after for 

these purposes. The check which applies to this class must therefore 

1>e of a diffcrent description from those referred to, and finding no way 

in which their numbers are reduced to any extent, except by the sacrifice 

malle of their own young while rcaring that of the cowbird, leads me to 

('onclude, that the habit has been give!l for the special purpose of 

keeping within proper bounds a class of birds which might otherwise 

havo exceeded their due proportion ill the economy of nature. If we 

Ruppose the habit to be the result of any physical defect in the cowbird, 

we might naturally expect that it would confide the carc of its young to 

,l llirrl nearly allicd to its own species, but in nine cases out of ten, the 
foster parents belong to a group which are different both in size, habit 

and the nature of their food; it is evident, therefore, that the 1'esult of 
the pcculiarit,y is intenJcll by nature to bear specially on the class to 

which the foster parents belong, and anyone who has noticed the flocks 

of' cowbirrls which pass along on their migratory course in spring and 
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falI, and estimated that for each bird in these flocks, from three to five 

of a different class have been prevented from coming to maturity, must 

admit that it is no small influence which the cowbird exercises in main­

taining the balance of power which so admirably prevails among the 
feathered tribes. 

"If we could imagine such a thing in nature, whose movements arc 
all so well ordered as that the cow-buntings should at any time get in 

exress of the other class referred to, it would be curious to estimate the 
results; the flycatchers would then be fully occupied in rearing foster 

children, and not being permitted to perpetuate their own species, must 
soon die out, when the cowbirds, finding thelllselns without, a ~ubRtitute 

in the rearing of their young, would either be driven by necessity to 
make the attempt themselves, or they too would soon be added to the 
list of extinct species. 

"Passing the Jays and the crows (both of which are well de3erving 
of notice did our limits permit), we come to a species which, in Olll' 

vicinity, is the sole representative of his family.* This is the America 'I 

shril.e, or butcher bird, so called from his habit of impaling his prey 

on thorns. \Vith us this ~pecies appears about the end of Septcmber, 
and a few adults remain over the winter. The male frequently makes 

choice of a particular district as llis hunting ground during his stay, 

and, I am inclined to think, returns to it, year after year. His aspect, 

bespeaks both strength and courage; the short neck, broad head, and 

notched beak, giving him much the appearance of a bird of prey. Hi, 

favorite food consists of grasshoppers and other insects, but in winter 

when these cannot be procured, he does not hesitate to hunt llowll the 

smaller finches, killing them with a blow of his powerful beak. In 
October last, when passing through an (lpen field west of the raee course, 

I noticed one of these birds, whose motions led me to suspect he was 
engaged in the occupation which has gained his name; he was too shy 

to allow a close inspection of his operations, but on examining the thorn 

bush I found too of his victims still in life on the spikes. I did not 
observe anything which could lead to an explanation of this singular 

habit, except that it seemed to take great delight in the pastime, skip-

* Since writing the above, I have fo~nd It second species near the city, which oppear. 
to be the Lanius EXOllbitol'oid88 of Ban'd, 

27 
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ping about between the ground and the bush, and warbling a few rather 

musical notes in evident token of satisfaction. 

"To those who have occa~ion to be in the woods in winter, there is 

no Lird so familiar as the white breasted nuthatch j it is one of the few 

which remain with us all the year round, and is remarkable for its rest­

le:"s, inquisitive habits; as a climber it has no equal, and may often be 

seell running uowllward on the smooth bark of a perpendicular tree, a 

feht which no other Canadian bird ever attempts. An examination of 

its feet shows a remarkable adaptation for this peculiar habit. It is 

furnished with a long and strongly-hooked hind claw which enables it 

to hang firmly in that position. It is said to roost head downward, and 

T have often seen it whep. shot, hanging in this position after death. 

The red·bre~l"tcd nuthatch is another species of the same genus; it reo 

,('mbles the other, but is more migratory i~ its habits, less in size, and 

slightly lliffcIl'llt in colour. 

"The family of woodpecke),s is well represented in our woods, seven 

llifferent species being oL"'cl'\'8l1. Of these the most common are the two 

Bpotted varietic~, which resemble each other in colour, but differ con­

~illerably in size; they arc partially migratory, only a few remaining 

(luring the winter. III the fall, when passing along to the south, they 

arc frequcntly ~ccn on thc shade trees of the city, jerking themselves 

rounu to the off siuc of the branch when observed, or again startling the 

inmate~ of uur frame dwellings, by rattling loudly on the decaying 

boards. 

({ A very beautiful species of this family is the 1'ed-hcaded woodpecke1', 

which has been remarkeu by thosc "Who are observant of our native 

birus, to be I('~s common in this district than formerly. This can only 

be aceountell for by the removal of the heavy decaying timber which 

forms the nursery of its favorite insect food, and as the country gets 

more under cultivation, we may look forward to the time when it will 

only pay us a pn",iug visit on its way to and from the woody regions to 
the north of us. 

The least common species of this class which I have observed is the Arc· 

tic three-toed woodpecker. Wilson does not appear to have met with it 
at all, aud Audubon mentions the northern part of the state of New York, 

as tIle southern limit of its migration; it resembles the spotted wood· 
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peekers in size and manners, but differs from them in color, and in 
wanting the hind toe. Why one class of these birds should have four 

toes, and another, similar to it in habits, should have only three, we are 

at a loss to determine. I may remark, however, that the three-toed 

species belongs exclusively to the north, being seldom found among 

deciduous trees, and I have no doubt that a careful examination of the 
feet of this bird, and their mode of application to the bark of the pine', 

would give a satisfactory explanation of the seeming defect. 

Passing the pidgeons and the grouse, which arc equally interesting to 

the sportsman and the naturalist, we come to the waders and swimmers. 

Here my remarks will be general, as the haunts of these birds being 
beyond the reach of morning excursions I cannot say much frolll per­

sonal observation. 
Of the first division of this group, which includes the plovers, sand­

pipers, curlew, &c., little can be said, except that they visit the sandy 
shores of Burlington beach in considerable numbers every spring and 
tall, when on their migratory course to and from their summer residence 
in the north. In spring these visits are ubually made during the month 

of May, occasionally the flocks remain for a day or two, but more fre­

quently they move off after a rest of only a few hours, and are succeeded 

by others bound on the same journey. By the first of J nne they ha"Ve 
all disappeared except the little spotted sand-piper, which stays with us 

during the summer, rearing its young on the shores of the bay. 
Of the heron family, we have four speoies: yiz., the great blue hl:run, 

the black crowned night heron, and the greater and lesser bitterns. 
Jluch information has yet to be gained regarding the birds of this class. 
Being all more or less night feeders, the study of their habit~ is attended 

with peculiar difficulty. On the breast of the great blue heron, covered 
by the long plumage of the neck, is a tuft of soft tumid fcathers, which, 

when c,xposed in the dark, emit a pale phosphorescent light. The use 
of this :does not appear to be fully understood, though the fishermen 

aver that when the heron retires at night to his feeding ground, he wades 

knee deep in tbe water, and shewing this light attracts the fish within 
his reach, much in the same way as the Indian does when fixing the 

torch of pitch-pine on the bow of his canoe. 

" Of the flocks of the larger water-fowl which periodically pass along 
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on their migratory course, only a very few now visit us j occasionally, 

in thick or ~tOl'llly weather a few stragglers alight on the bay to rest 

and recruit themselvc~, though they genem!!y forfeit their lives by so 

doing. Last fall three ~pecimens of the American swan were thus 

procurctl, and a ~ingle indivitlual of what has hitherto been considered 

the youllg of the snow goose was also obtained j doubts still exis~ as to 

the idelltity of the latler bird, some writers maintaining that it is a 

~eparate and distinct species, while others declare it to be the young of 

the SIlOW goose in immatUle plumage. There arc good arguments on 

huth ~iLll's) but conclusive information on the subject can only be 

obtaiI:!ed from their breeding grounds in the far north. 
" Of ducks I have noticed, in the market and elsewherc, twenty dif­

fen'nt ,pecic~) the gayest uf which is the wood-duck, so called from its 
IJahiL of building its nest in the hollow of a decayed tree. A few pairs 

of this ~pecies annually raise their broods near the shores of the Dundas 
marsh; the teu land m:dlard have also been observed leading out their 

young from the ready inlets of the bay, but there are exceptional casesJ 
as the !,:l"l'at body pass farther to the north, paying us a short visit going 

and returning* 
" X early allied (0 the llueks i::; the small family of mergansers, which 

luutaill~ only three species", peculiar to the American continent, all of 

which arc, at certain sc:asons of the year, found round the shores of the 
I ':'y. The JJinls of-this da~s subsist chieHy by fishing, ana have the bill 

("I)mpre~~etl and deeply serrated, to enable them to hold their slippery 
prey. They arc also furnished with a crest, the use of which has been 

,l matter of conjecture among naturalists, one of whom suggests that the 

elongated feathers of'the head being acted on by the water, serve to give 

preei~ion to the blow whe:::t strikillg the fish, n,uch in the same way as 
a feather acts on tlJe shaft of an arrow. The most beautiful of this 

----------~-- -_. --~--
,;' It has be on remarked by fishermen and others, who haye had occasion to be Oil the 

wators of tho bay during tho summer months, that there are nsually about a .dozen 
,lucks whieb koep together ill a small flock and do not soem to take any share III the 
clutie~ of the breedin.e: season. 'fho flock i; composed of botb sexes and frequently of 
,lifferent species. \'"rirm8 conjectures have been formed as to the ca~se ofthis singular 
e lUduet, but the probability is, that tbey are bircls which from being wounded or 
othcr~ise in ill health,. hlw~ beon nnablo to perform the jour~ey northward.s, and prefer 
BpendlDg tho oummer In rl"llr~mont, joining their comrades on their return 1D the fall. 

'1' Tho smow, or white nun, is montionoJ in some works as an Americ!tn bird, but it, 
occurrence is very rare !tud considered accidental. 
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class is the hooded mergan~er, whose fine erectile crl'~t extends from the 

bill right over to the hind head. With us this species is never abun­

dant, but a few pain; are seon every spring as soon as the ice begins to 

shove from the sides of the bay. Their stay at this season i~ short, as 

they soon pass on to the north to breed j in the fall they again pay us a 

visit accompanied by their young, and follow their avocation round the 

bay till thoy are frozen out, when they move off to the south to spend 

the winter. 
"'fwo species of tern visit the bay in spring, amI during winter three 

species of gull have been observed at the beach. Of the latter class the 
lllOst conspicuous is the great black-backed gull, which arrivcH from the 

north at the approach of winter, and leaves again on the first appearance 
of spring. The WOld [Jllll, as applied to the human species, is often used 

to denote dullness or stupidity, but such a meaning could not be wg­
gested by the character of the birds to which it belongs, as there is not .. 

aillong all other water-fowl, a more vigilant species than that which we 
have just referred to j it never comes within gun-shot, and the only 

specimen ever procured at tbe beach, met his death by following the 

example of an eagle in tasting a poisoned ('arease, a few minutes after 
which, both were stretched dead upon the ice. 

"Lowest on the list as being least perfect in their orgauization, are 

the grebes, a class of birds which frequent the borders of our smaller 

lakes and ponds, finding their sustenance chiefly in thc shallow water~, 
which abound with water-plants. Three different species of this genus 

are found in the bay, all of which are known to the gunners by the 
~omewhat suggestive name of 'helldivec.' An examination of these 

birds shows the most wonderful adaptation to their peculiar mode of 

life. Their food being obtained entirely unler water, and their nest 

being only a few inches above its level, they have little occasion to be 

on land. When surprised in that situation, they seem most helpless, 

their legs being placed so far aft, they are unable to keep the body in 

anything like a horizontal position, and so make poor progress in walk­

ing, but the moment they reach the water they disappear under the 

~urface, and are not again seen while the cause of alarm remains. The 

plumage of this species is of the most compact and silky texture, and is 

never penetrated by water while the bird is in life. The legs are placed 
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far behind the centre of gravity, to give it greater power in swimming, 

<lnu are much compressed so as to oITer the least possible resistance to 

water, while the toes, in place of being connected with a web as in the 

duck, are each furnisheu with a separate membrane, which enables the 

bird to pass with ease and celerity through the tangled masses of water. 

plants, among which its favorita food is found. In some part of the 

European continent the skin of the grebe i3 much prized as trimming for 

ladies' dresses; and in olden time, whcn the fowling.piece was a less 

perfect instrument than at present, considerable difficulty was found in 

.<upplying the uomand, as the grebe being a most expert diver, disappeared 

at the first fla:-;h of the gun, and Was under water ere the shot could 

real'h it. Sincc the invention of thc percussion cap, however, they are 

more l"l·auily killed, and were any of our Hamilton ladies desirous of 

having a dozen or two of grobe's skins for trimmings, I have no doubt 

tho birds would bo forthcoming. At present, there beitlg no demand 

for the skins and the flesh being unsuitable for the table, they are not 

much disturbed. 

" Of the three specie~ anuded to, one is a winter visitor, the other two 

remain during the summer, and rear their young in Dundas marsh and 

the rceLly inlets of the Lay. They are well protected with feathers, yet 

i3etlll very sensitive to the cold, moving off to the south at the first touch 

of frost; returning again about the latter end of April. 

" 1 have thus alluded to only a few of our more remarkable birds. 

The total nUlllber of species observed in the neur vicinity of the city, 

from May, 135G, to the present time, amounts to :206, each of which has 

a separa~e and distinct history of its own, though in lllany cases it is very 

imperfectly known to us. If sportsmen and others, who have oppor· 

tunity of observing the birds in their native haunts, could be induced to 

lllake notes of their observations, and communicate them to public bodies 

having the means of making them known, much new information would 

no doubt be guined, and we could with tolerable certainty ascertain the 

the geographical distribution of many species, a point at present 
undetermined." 
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AT a recent meeting of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, Dr. 

Kennicott gave some interesting partieularA of a large tract of land 

called the Barren Ground, in the occupation of the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany, being the extreme north-east portion of North America, cast of 

Hudson's Bay, whither he had been under the auspices of the Audubon 
and other learned societies, to make collections and observations in 
natural history. The speaker described the Barren Land as of vast 

extent, covering thousands of square miles whieh had never yet beeu 

trodden by the foot of white man, :lIld probably was unknown to the 
Indian. Nothing but lichens and mosses grow on this vast territory, 

and the animal and .flora which are found on it are very marked aud 

peculiar. He said that the immense tract of land bore about thc same 

rclation to the prairie as the prairie bears to the wooded country. With 
very few exceptions, there was nothing to be seen but the lowest kind 

of flora. His visit there was in the winter, and he had felt the weather 

quite warm. The speaker spoke of the migration of birds northward, 

across the traet during spring. In high winds, when they flew low, he 

h::.d shot several of them; and found, upon examination of the seeds 
they had eaten, that they were such as could ha,e COlle only from tIl" 
State of California or the neighbourhood of Oregon. He stated that he 

had observed several specimens of granite and very fine copper, tlw 

Intter so pure that the Indians had had no difficulty in making it into 

spear-heads; and he had lit his pipe at a fire caused by the spontaneou~ 

combustion of a peculiar kind of coal which had been burning for 

thousands of years. The artificial heat produced by these fires was very 

considerable, and where the heat existed, quite a peculiar odour of 

plants was produced. The country abounded with lake~, hut thl' 

geographical description of them, which had been generally furnished 

by Indians, could not be relied upon. The lecturer spoke of the aquatic 

habits of the Esquimaux to be found on Copper river, and made some 

interesting nllusions to the magnetic pole and the fliscoverie,~ of Sir John 
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Ross and his nephew in connection therewith. In reply to Professor 

Andrews, the lecturer said that he had not observed any description of 

fungi growing on the Barren Ground. The color of the lichens and 

mosses was from a grayish white to a dull brown. He had seen trees 
thirty feet high growing on the rock with not more than a peck of e~rth 

for their roots. They offered very little resistance to the wind, and were 

frequently blown down. The Indians made their bows from the roots. 

lIe spoke at length upon the indigenous animals to be found on the 

Barren Ground, and their peculiarities, mentioning the musk ox, the 

barren ground reindeer, the barren gronnd bear, and the polar bear. 
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ijylJc ®l1cbcc ..fi.sl) '.mll (§amc IProtcdion (!lluD 1l\cport 

AT the allnual gelleral meetiuo:; of thc Fish and G arne Protection Cluo, 
the uudermelltiolled gentlemen were elected to form a Committee for the 
ensuing year :-, 

Col. RI-IODES, Prcsi,lclI/, I J. B. FOR::;YTII, 1~f''1' 
,J. GIL:110UR, Esq" rice-Prc.<idellt. iV. ilIARSDEN,Esq., :lLD. 
F. W. G. ':\.USTIN, Esq., Sec'y.-Treas. P. Y. ROBIN, Esq. 
The following report of the retiring Committee, for the past year, was 

then read, and unanimously adopted: 

(LDIE. 

The wasteful practice of the Indiam; in slaying the 11100SC, for the 
purpose of obtaining skins alone, is still perseveringly carried on during 
the close season in many of the districts frequented by this game, which 
is, in consequence, rapidly diminishing from year to year; other result~ 
cannot possibly be anticipated, as no steps are taken by the government 
of the country, by the municipal or other local authorities in the new 
and distant settlements, to arrest these wanton proceedings. In the 
existing state of the law, it is the conscientious sportsman alone who is 
precluded from enjoying a brief excursion during winter, in pursuit of 
these monarchs of the Canadian forest. 

The caribou have increased in numbers; their habits differ from the 
habits of the moose; they are more erratic and difficult of approach, 
their spreading h00f.~ and light action assist their flight over the deep 
snows wheu followed by tho huntsman; their hides, as objects of traffic, 
are not of such value to the Indians as the skins of the moose. 

An experienced craftsman, a member of this Club, Idled recently, in 
a single foray, no less than ten caribou, together with a great quantity 
of other gamc, of which ptarmigan formed the largeRt proportion. These 
birds, met with in numbers, were generally found in glades and open 
spaces in the coverts, where their food-wild fruits and buds of particular 
trees and shrubs-was plentiful. 

28 
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Hares and Canada grouse were also met with in unusually large 
(luantitie~. 

Col. Rhodes, as well as other sportsmen, observed that the herds of 
caribou were large, and contained a promising number of younO' animals. 

The chase o~ this wary and swift-footed g~me is highly appr~ciated by 
the trne Canauwn sportslJ1an, who, to hunt It successfully, must possess 
the staunch flualifieations of the deer stalker and chamois hunter com. 
bined, as these animals are usually found in herds roaming over the 
bleak mountain-sides and frozen lakes of our northernmost districts. 
When the surface of the snow is soft and yielding, and a suitable wind 
prcvails, the caribou may be approached by careful stalkingj but during 
calm weather, or when the snow is crusted, the only chance of obtaining 
a "hot is for the sportsman to hide himself to the leeward of his game, 
an attendant i, thl'll ordered to make a distant circuit and give the 
earibou hi" wind. When these keen-scented auimals discover the 
presence of an enemy, they become alarmed, and move away in the 
direction opposed to that from which they imagine the dauger to pro· 
Geed, anll thus encounter a real foe in the person of the concealed huuler, 
An unusual number of caribou have been disposed of in the markets of 
this city. 

Hed deer (locally ~u called,) woro also last season abundant, and were 
eli'posed of at reasonable prices. 

A ~port..;man, who, during a short excursion in the Ottawa District 
killed some of the:,e fine animals, on his return reported that about thirty 
heall of' this game were bst autumn shot by two gentlemen in that 
Ilci c.;h borhood, 

(~(reat numbers of reel deer are annually killed Llm'ing the fence time 
by the operatins cngageLl in the manufacture of timber, in the same 
locality, 

'rite mode u,ually a,lopted by ~pol'tsmen of hunting these animals is 
I,) <lrirc the WOOd,9 with houn,b, when the startled deer fly at once to 
the water, where the hunter, in a light skiff or birch canoe, awaits ~he 
approach of his f;'ame, which plunges in, and tries to esc~pe by sWim· 
ming; at this cri~is, an exciting aquatic contest sometimes ensues, 
Later in the season, when the ri reI'S and lakes are ice-bound, the deer 
;lr0 shut in the « runs;" they arc also sometimes" still-hunted"-a good 
mallY, too, arc shot at night with the aid of a torch. 

"" Suod numLer of bears werc killed durir:g the pot summer and 
autumn in the neighborhood of thi~ city-these animals made some bold 
atlae];" upon a few of the sheep-folds in this district. 

• Feathered :.:;ame "l'nerallv was aLundant tracts deserted for may Far; 
wero again ]'~'ortcil to, and "'1'ounds usually tenanted were frequeoted 
by increased llumb:::rs of' th~ (lifferent spc:cies, The country around 
Chicago, also, where efficient "'arne laws exist swarmed with prairie fowl 
a~d quail j one Express coml~any alo~e, at that place, forwarded to New 
~ ork no Jess than ten tons of' these birds. , 

Wild ducks ot' Y;lI'inus kinds were also plentiful in different scctJollS; 
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ilnd the markets were well supplied with them. It is, however, much 
to be deplored that the Act d02s not entirely prohibit the killina' of 
~ater-fowl of .different species in the coupling se~son, and that no pr~vi­
SlOn of law IS yet made to prevent the shootmg of woodcock while 
congregated on their feeding grounds bctween sunset and Bunrise' by 
suffering this wholesale method of destruction, which is extensi~ely 
followed in this district, many coverts become entirely denuded of tbi~ 
excellent game. 

Rumors prevailed last 8pring that the shooting of snipe 1,as a "'oou 
deal indulged in during the breeding time, and it was not only t;' the 
lower orders that illegal practices in this respect were imputed. 

Information of infringements of the Game Act wa~ scut to your 
Committee in three instances during the past year, and prosecutiol1H 
were brought accordingly, which rewlted in two convictions. o will"', 
however, to the paradoxical opinions expressed in relation to the pl'ote~­
tion of fish and game by the magistrate who happened to preside, the 
third case was withdrawn by the Club. 

Your Committee regret that no legislation has yet been adoptee! 
towards arresting the practice of shooting tbe singing and small birds of' 
the country. It is generally on a Sunday that the dissolute emerge 
with their gun~ and other engines to carry Oll " warfare againHt the 
pretty songsters, whose bodies, when dead, are useless, bnt whose 
cheerful notes, while living, awaken pleasure aud delight. From tbe 
fact that the existence of the small birds confers great benefits upon 
agriculture, by destroying insects hurtful to vegetatioiJ, it is surprising 
that no philanthropic legislator has yet introduced a law to save them 
from destruction. The Humane Society, recently organized in this city, 
within whose province the repression of heedless acts of cruelty naturally 
lies, will no doubt consider whether it would not become that body to 
arrest this wanton destruction of life. 

This Club is deeply indebted to J. ill. LeMoine, Esq., for several 
excellent communications published by that gentleman,. c~nnected with 
the objects of this association. 

Your Committee cannot close this part of their report without congra­
tulating their fellow members upon the marked increase appareut last 
season in some of those objects of human food, which their Society 
desires to promote, and they also believe that the humble efforts of this 
Club, aided by similar associations now esttlblished in different parts of 
the province, as well as in Nova Scotia, have not been altogether 
uninteresting to those who really appreciate an increase in the game of 
Canada as a desirable object. 

SAL~ION AND SAL~ION FISHEUIES. 

The restoration of our salmon and trout fisheries, which has been 
attempted by the government, is a subject which interests the public as 
deeply as it does every member of tbis association. 
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The coasts, rivers and lakes of Canada, which nature and nature alone 
had stocked with a rich provision of wholesome food, requiring neither 
expense to maintain nor labor to cultivate, in numerous instances from 
the improvidence of the Indian, the greed of the white man, and the 
long-continued indifference of the govcrnment, had become entirely 
barren-antl ill other case~ the supply had so diminished as to render 
e\'ery exertion tOW~lI ds thc prescrvation and increase of these fisheries 
all object of paramount il1~portal1ce. This Club, therefore, has never 
failed to regard with great interest the late efforts of thc Executive to 
rescue these fisheries from the state of depression to which years of reck­
lessness and inattention had reduced them. These struggles have been 
atten\lecl with much benefit in promoting the increase of salmon in some 
of the rivers* of thc Low,'r E<t. Lawrence-other rivers would, no doubt, 
have eq nally profittc(t had the well-intended efforts of the government 
been fully seconded by an efficient and laborious staff. 

The ~y"tem of leasing salmon fishing stations and fishing rights, 
although at one time regardcd as a somewhat speculative measure, has 
succc~sfully contributed tONards promoting an increase of these valuable 
fish. 

The .Moisie, which sent so large a supply of excellent salmon to this 
market Juring the past summer, and which river has been managed for 
the past two or three years by an e:s:perienced tacksman, affords an apt 
illustration of the resultR to be obtained by careful aDd prudent fishing; 
the boon conferred by placing fa large a f[uantity of wholesome food 
within reach of all classeR of the community was fully appreciated. 

The incredible rapidity with which the young salmon increase in 
development and gain flesh has been recently ascertained with great 
accuracy, twcnty months sufficing from the deposition of tho ova to 
produce marketable fish; each fortnight of their stay in the salt water, 
after their iirst desccnt of their nati\'e rivcr, adds ovcr a pound to their 
weight, 

From the rapid increase in size and weight of these fish, in the sea, 
it is interesting t-o know what composes their natural food while there. 
Professor Queckett thinks they live upon the ova of the sea-urchin; 
Professor Hu:s:ley consider~ that their food consists of small crustaci~. 
This question admits of no difficulty with regard to the fi,h frequenting 
the Gulf of St. La'IVl'ence and its coasts, as the operatives engaged in 
splitting and curing salmon invariably find their stomachs gorged with 
caplin and young herrings. 

The advantages resulting from the artificial propagation of salmon 
over the natural way, are al~o remarkable; it is estimated that not more 
than one ovum in a thousand naturally deposited in a river becomes a 
marketable fish, while one in each hundred placed in a hatching-box be-

, Since the Jacques Cartier has fallen into tho hands of private iudividuals, the catch 
of ~alll1on, in 1868, attained the unprecedented flD'~ro of two hundred fish. Tho pools 
of the Ste. Anne 'Nre swarming with fish last ye"ar, and fresh sa.lmon 0& the Quebec 
market was, from its abunc!ance. as low as two pence half-penny per pound, one seaSOD. 
--(J. lIf. L.) 
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comes a pe;fect ~alillon. The superiority, therefore, of artificial breeding, 
in re-stockmg nvers which have become barren, is obvious, and it is not 
by any means an expensive operation; the original cost of the ponds at 
Stormontfield, which annually send to SC~l ~OO,OOO salmon, was only 
£600, lind the yearly expcn:"c does not exceed £50. 

Recent discoveries in thc natn r:l[ history of the Salma Salul' have 
also served to clucidate lllany p,)ints "hich werc subjects of controversy 
among naturalists, as well a" prautical fishermen. It is now ascertained 
that the 0,[1, of salmon aTC only j'l~('\mdated after leaving the fish, and 
the fecundation may be effected not only by the milt of the full.grown 
male, but also by that of the grilse and the parr.'~ 

About one-half the ova hat()hcd become smoults, which descends to the 
sea during the first year of their hatching, the remainder continuing in 
their native river till the following seaSOIl, and in a few in;,tanees some 
of the btter remain in their nursery until the third year, before Ih,'.Y are 
ready to migrate. Salmon o,a are never hatched in the sea, nor can 
parr live in the salt water before assuming the smou]t scales. All the 
smoults that have migrated to the sea, do not the san:::e ycar return to 
their native rilel' as grilse, one-half returning the next year as small 
salmon. It appears to be a law of these fish, to descend tr) and return 
from the SC[1, by double or divided migrations.t 

A few breeding salmon do not wffice to l'e-~toek an exhausteu river, 
or to augment the supply in a productive one, as th8 waste which occurs 
in the ova is enormous; much is lost from not coming in contact with 
the vitalizing milt of the male-from not having been properly co\'ered 
with gravel by the fish. '1'he OYfl aloo arc devoured by the laHre of 
aquatic insects and water fowl j the young fry, too, are destroyed in 
great numbers by other fish. 

N one of our exhausted rivers have yet been re-3tocked, nor has any 
determined effort been made by the governlllent staff to restore any of 
them; twenty montbs sufficing to produce marketable sa,]mon from the 
ova, several of these barren rivers, had they been wbjected to active 
management, would now teem with fish. 
~ 0 marked increase of trout affecting the sma,ller rivers and inb.nJ 

lakes has yet been observed, at> the law affords no protection to these 
fish during the spawning time nature assigned to them. The proper 
close season for trout ought to commence on the first of September awl 
terminate on the first of J anua,ry. 

In AuO'ust, 1858, it was by law enacted tha,t a fish-way should be 
attached ~nd maintained to every dam or sliae where fish might ascend. 
'rhe present Act enjoins the same thir:g, an~ di:-ects the Superint.endent 
of Fisheries to Eee that such fish-way IS mamtamed. 

Your Committee regret to add that, notwithstanding t1lat more than 
four years have n.ow elapsed since the passing.of the first la,:, there ?l'e 
yet salmon rivers III Lower Canada barred by Dllll-clams and slIdes, WhICh 

" Brow,,'. Natural Hi.to,·y 0/ the S"/,"O". t Ibid. 
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have no fish-ways attached to them. There are also mill-dams having 
suitable fish-stairs, which, during the run of the salmon, are suffered to 
remain so encumbered by drift and mill rubbish as to b~ perfectly useless. 

1\1r. Fennell, the Irish Fisheries Commissioner, in his evidence given 
before the committee of the House of' Lords in 1860, states that salmon 
can ascend any height by means of these stairs. A fish-way has been 
recently constructed in Ireland two miles long. 

Authentic information from different sources reached your Committee 
last season, that the spearing of breeding salmon was indulged in as 
usual by the Indians. This practice, so long as it is persevered in, mu~t 
neutralize all the efforts of the government to increase these fish. If' it 
be deemed a hardship to depriye the Indians of' this privilege, it would 
be an act of wisdom to substitute, in the autumn, such a moderate supply 
of other food as would aill in their support, while engaged during the 
winter at their hunting-grounds, as spearing the salmon destroys the 
~ced, anel devastates the seed-ground of these fisheries. 

No provision is yet made for communicating by steam with the fish­
eries of the Lower St. Lawrence; until this be effected, the revenue 
from them must ever l'8111ain inconsiderable. 

The Act now in force does not protect the fry of the salmon during 
their stay in their native rivers. The young fish arc destroyed in great 
numbers in waters flowing through populous districts. To capture or 
have in possession at any time young salmon, under a certain weight, 
should be prohibited. The young of trout ought also to be protected. 
The practice of setting fixetl or sbtioncry lin('~ in the inland lakes ought 
lll~o to be forj,il1den. 

lo' W. G. AUSTIN, 
SerTfial'Y- T1'ws1tl'er. 

')ll1l1uul Ucport of tl)t~ fUontrwL ..:!fig!) nllo !Sume lProtcctioll 
Qilnb, far 1865. 
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The Secretary read the following Annual Report ;-
The Committee of the Montreal Fish and Game Protection Club have 

to report that during the past year every effort has been made to secure 
the enforcement of the law, in 80 far as it provides against the improper 
destruction of fish and game. 

A reward of ten dollars offercd to any one "c~uring a conviction, wns 
extensively advertised throughout the city and in country places, and the 
markets here have been so carcfully watcheu that it has become a lllatter 
of more danger than profit to buy or sell at the prohibited seasons. 

~\s large quantities of black bass and dore were openly exposed for 
~ale as late in the season as April last, the Secretary prosecuted one of 
the dealers, but failed to secure a conviction, as cvidence was brought tu 
show that the fish in question had been taken before the 15th of l'hrch. 
The prosecution had a good effect, however, as the sale was at uncc put 
a stop to. Your Committee would recommend, that on the 15th instant, 
notice be given to all dealers that ten days will be allowed them to dio­
pose of the stock on hand, but that after that time an idurmation will 
be laid against anyone ha,ing them in his possession. 

A well-known ll'allel' from Yercheres, who has been in the habit of 
supplying the markets and hotels with game, both in and out of season, 
was detected on one of the market boats in :;Uay last. Hi~ Lag uf gflll1l' 

was confiscated, and himself convicted in ten dollars and co~tB. In thi~ 
case, the Club reward lIas divided between the informer and the police 
,:onstable who effected the capture. 

On the 10th of .J uno last, the reward was claimcd for thc convietiolJ 
of one lves, of the Township of Bolton, for having shot three partridges 
on the 25th ApriL A certified copy of thc conviction before H. S. 
Foster, Esq., J. P. for Bedford, having been received, as also a letter 
from that gentleman, stating that the penalty awarded (sixteen dolhrs) 
had been enforced, the sum of ten dollars was remitted to the party who 
prosecuted. 

It having come to the knowleclge of the Committee, that fish aUlI 
game, out of season, had been sened at the St. James Club Hvuso, 
this was at once brought before the managers, and a letter was receiveu 
from the secretary stating that the matter had been one of inadvertence, 
and that instructions had been issued that any fish or game whieh may 
be ou.t of season should not again enter the Club. 

The attention of the princil)al hotel and restaurant hepers has been, 
from time to time, called to these laws, and their observaLce of them, 
anll co·operation with the Club generally, asked and promised. 

The COIT.mittee are s:lnguine that by a steady perseverance in tho 
course followed during the past year, one great object of' the Club will 
be attained in the closing of all markets, here at all events, for thc 
prohibited artick,. It is really in the markets of Iarg'e cities that the 
battle has to ]x fought, for it is almost impossible, for many reasons, to 
reach the first offender in country places. Stop the sale of his illicit 
wares, however, and you will dp much to cure the evil. . 
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For thi:o reason, the Committee would express an earnest hope that 
organizations similar to this and the Quebec Club, will soon be found in 
every town in Canada. 'rhe object appeals not alone to the interests of 
sportsmen. In a country like ours, so recently wrested from the hands 
of nature, and blessed by Providence with such magnificent preserves 
for the fine~t of fish and game-preserves that, by proper management 
,:ould be made almost inexhaustible, and. from which might be drawn ~ 
large and valuable portion of the food of the people,-it is surely lament. 
able to sec a war of utter extermination so ignorantly and recklessly 
carriccl on,-to see that while other countries are, at great expense, 
carefully fostering both foreign and home fisheries-that while the people 
of Australia, fi)r instance, are bringing the ovu of salmon and trout 
twelve thou'and miles to stock their barren streams, we, whose every 
inland (Teek once abound.ed with these fish up to thC:l very foot of 
Niagara, have nearly succecded in destroying all within our reach. 

Mill dams and mill offal, stake nets, and the villanous spear upon the 
spawuing groucd., have all but ,lone their work j and ullless the efforts 
now being made are succcssful, and both government and people give 
thcmselvcs to the simple work of seeing that the jime natura; get common 
fair play, a few yeurs more and we shall indeed have killed our goose 
f;)r ~he sake of its golden eggs. 

As the Club are aware, .01r. Price, l\I.P.P., has had before Parliament 
f"r sevcral se:'sions bills to amend the Fishery and Game Acts. Your 
Committee have been in communication with that gentleman on the 
subject, and have pleasure in acknowledging the prompt attention which 
these suggestions received at his hands. 

The Committee have recommcnd.ed the following amendments to the 
present laws :-

UA~IE ACT. 

(,,',yt. 8.-This dause declares it unlawful to kill certain game by 
Hlaring, but it is defective in not providing aguinst the buying, selling 
or having in possession galle that has manifestly been killed by snaring. 
It id ,;nly by the enforcement of such a -:lause a~ this that the evil can 
practically be reached. 

Sect. 4.-Referring to the killing of wild geese, ducks, &c., should be 
amended. so as to prohibit their destruction between the 1st April and 
the ~Oth August, in every year. It would be better r,till to prohibit 
spring shooting' altogether. 

Sect. 11.-That it is highly desirable to prohibit altogether, and at 
all seasons, the d.estruction, carrying away, &0., of the eg~s of wild fowl 
in all partq of Canada, or at least west of the Hiver Saguenay-incal. 
culable injury being done in this way every sprinO", especially on the 
Lakes St. Fmncis and St. Peter, and the marshes adjacent. 

Sect. I3.-That in the opinion of the Club it has become of im· 
portance to consider how far it is right or necessary any longer to draw 
the marked distinction now existing between the Indians and all other 
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oof Her Majesty's subjocts, espeoially in parts of Canada where the former 
have to a great extent adopted the habits and pursuits of oivilized life, 
-and where the practices complained of are carried on, not for sustenance, 
but pecuniary gain. There can be no doubt, for instance, that the great 
destruction of the eggs of game fowl perpetrated every year in the 
neighborhood of Lake St. Francis, is principally the work of the St. 
Regis Indians, and that there, and in other parts of Can~da, the injurious 
consequences of the peculiar privileges granted to this class are becoming 
every day the more manifest. 

FISHERY ACT. 

Onc effect of the amended Act now before Parliament will be, if it 
passes, to shorten the present fenco timo for trout and lunge, substitut­
ing the !20th of Septem bel' and 10th of December for the present dates. 
This the Committee regret, and have represented their desire that these 
fish should be kept out of market till at least the 1st January, and later 
if possible. 

Your Committee also recommended that clauses similar to sectiuns 10 
and 15 of the Game Act should be inscrtcd in the Fishery Act, provid­
ing that it shall be the duty of clerks of markets, &c., to seize and con­
fiscate all fish exposed for sale, or otherwise, in contravention of the Act; 
~nd, also, that Custom-house officer" should be invested with similar 
authority, as much of the fish killed at improper sf'asons, 0, in an improper 
manner, is carried for sale into the United States. 

Your Committee have also recommended that a clause be introduced 
into the Act prohibiting mill offal, saw-dust, or tan bark, from being 
thrown into the rivers and streams. It is true the Agricultural Act 
provides for this to a certain extent, but saw-dust is nc.t spccified in the 
clause; and, in any case, it would be well to have this matter. which 
so particularly affects the fisheries, provided for in the Fi8hery Act. 

The above suggestions have, with but few exceptions and alterations, 
been adopted by Mr. Price, aDd either have, or will 'ue introdnced into 
the biils which he has before Parliament. Whethf',r they will become 
law or not, or if 80, when, it is of course impossibl G to say. They have 
already been before the house for two sessior.s; perhaps during the 
present one a little time may be spared for thf') business of the country. 

AmoDg other suggestions which your COITJmittee felt it their duty to 
press on the Legisl~ture. of the co.untry, W AS one urging for the protec­
tion of the smaller lllsechvorous bU'ds. 

It is now well understood that the W',tUton destruction of these birds, 
whieh too commonly prevails, especi ally in the neighborhood of large 
cities, does much injury t.o the agricl J.ltural and horticultural interests of 
tho country; and your Committee o·l;tained from a gentleman of this city, 
who has devoted much attention t J these subjects, a very complete list 
of the ornithology of Canada, dic,criminating between t.he birds injurious 
and those useful to thc most 'Important interests. This list was sent 
throug4 iqe Fron. 31r. Rose tr~$ir. Joly, M.P,P., and tho latter gent1('o 

2n 
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man has introduced a bill which embraces the suggestions of your Com­
mittee, and which they trust may become law. This bill prohibits 
thc destruction of the birds protected, except at certain seasons. It 
woull be better to prohibit it altogether. There is no use in shooting 
them at any season; on the contrary, much evil. 

Your Committee had in view the publishing in both languages of a 
full synopsis of the Fishery and Game Acts, accompanied by an appeal 
to the community in general for countenance and aid. This they in­
tended to circulate widely throughout country places especially, and they 
hoped thus to be able to interest the influential and enlightened in their 
favor. They have delayed doing so, however, until it be known if any 
amendments to these acts are to be made. This will probably be ascer­
tained in a few months, when the Committee would recommend to their 
successors to carry out the pr9posed publication. 

Notwithstanding all the penalties that can be attached to the improper 
destructiou of game, the practice will be carried on so long as the evil 
consequences arc not evident to the people, and while, therefore, DO 

general opprobrium attaches to the offence. Interest the multitude, 
however, in the matter,-create an enlightened public opinion as to the 
propriety and necessity of these laws for the general good,-and their 
infringement to an injurious degree, in any settled part of the country, 
would soon be an impossibility. 

The Committee have been in communication, during the year, with a 
gentleman residing in Chateauguay county, who had taken a warm in­
terest in the removal of the numerous obstructions to the ascent of 
salmon which exist in the river Chateauguay. The required orders for 
the erection of fish ways on the dams have been given by the proper 
authorities, and if these orders arc complied with-if edging slabs, saw· 
dust and other injurious rubbish be kept out of the stream, and especially 
if the inhabitants on the banks of the of the river can only be induced 
to give the fish fair play, your Committee would strongly recommend 
that the attempt Le made to stock it aO'ain with Baillion. 

This will not cost a large sum, as
b 

even under all the present dis­
advantages several WOre killed there last season. DoubtleRs a number 
of the public·spirited among the inhabitants of the county will contribute 
to pay the expense, and if successful, and there i~ no reason why it 
should not be so, salmon may in a few years be uearly as numerous in 
that 1'i vcr as .was the eas~ th:rty or forty years ago. . 

Salmon River too, wInch liows into Lake St. Francis, and which 
derived its name from the abun(hnce of that noble fish once found in its 
waters, might, were proper care observed be re-stocked without much 
difficulty. ' 

Your Committee would recommend this matter to the attention of the 
Club during the ensuing season. The 1'e-establishment of several good 
salmon streams in the neighborhood of Montreal would be an object 
worthy of their efforts. 

While on this subj ect they regret to have to say, that it is within their 
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knowledge that over two hundred salmon werc killed of the scoop-net 
last season at Brompton Falls, St. Francis River, near Sherbrooke. It 
seems that the fish way there i8 insufficient, and that the fish are captured 
with ease while attempting to ascend the dam. This is known to almost 
every man, woman and child in the neighborhood, and such things 
happening in one of the few streams that the salmon yet frequent, augurs 
ill for the success of such experiments as have been recommended. 

They have also to report that Lake Memphremagog was given over in 
toto to the torch and spear last fall. During the preceeding year, some 
good was done by the presence and exertions of l\ir; Nettie, the Super­
intendent of Fisheries; but during last October every lunge found on 
the spawning grounds, became sport and profit to the barbarians of the 
the spear. l\Iany of the respectable among the inhabitants on its shore~ 
deeply regret this, and would do all in their power to prevent it, short 
of running the risk of having their houses and barns burned by the 
vagabonds who follow this nefarious trade, and who do not he5itate to 
threaten this as the result of taking any steps against them. It would 
be well did th.e law provide for the taking of the most notorious of such 
depredators to some distance, say to Sherbrooke, for trial; and your 
Committee would strongly recommend to their successors to urge upon 
the Crown Lands Department the necessity of sending to that locality 
a force of three or four special constables during the next spawning 
season. The laws are openly defied there, the local authorities quite 
inadequate; and the preservation of the black trout or lunge, in that 
noble lake, is well worth the small expense it would entail on the 
government. 

With regard to general sporting interests during the past year, 
your Committee would observe tha:t game of nearly all kinds has been 
somewhat more plentiful. Ducks of the different varieties were numer­
ous. The partridge, or Canada grouse, appear to be increasing in 
number, the destruction by snaring seems to have been somewhat 
lessened of late years, and if the amendment to the bill asked for 
were passed, and snared game could be seized in the market, there is 
no doubt that this practice would soon cease, and this fine bird become 
exceedingly abundant. 

Snipe have visited us in great numbers during the past year, 
and woodcock were very abundant during the breeding season; about 
the beginning of August, however, and earlier than usual, they took 
their acculltomed flight to parts unknown, and did not return ill 
September in numbers, by any means, as large as usual. 

Deer appear to have been abundant, especially in Canada West, 
but the Committee is credibly informed that great numbers were 
wantonly slaughtered last spring, in the vicinity of Ottawa, at a time 
when neither carcase nor hide is of any value. The angler has hau 
less reason to congratulate himself. There can be no doubt but 
that the black bass, the game fish pa7· excellence of the waters in our 
immediate vicinity, are year by year diminishing in numbers. A few 
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years ago they could be taken in plenty with the rod very neal' Lachine, 
now they are getting scarce even at St. Anns and the Cascades. 
Whatever the reason of this,-deficient protection at the spawning 
season, netting in the St. Lawrence and Ottawa, or the constantly 
increasing disturbance of the waters by our constantly increasing trade, 
all but the last reason is to bc regretted; for whether as sport to the 
disciples of IS~lnc Walton, or food to the hungry, there are few finer 
fish in our water~ than tho bold and agile bass. 

Your COUlmittee have, in conclusion, to congratulato the Club on 
the large accession to its number since the beginning of the last year 
and the interest which has beon taken in its ohjects. 

Success, say we, to a cause so ably advocated and in whose favor we 
see enlisted many of the leading men of the great commercial metro­
polis of the Canada~ 
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ERRATA. 

Page 18, line 8-Read "la" instoad of" Ie." 

" 118, line 19-Leave ont " the." 
133, note lit foot of page-Read" Wood" instead of ,. Woods." 

" 136, " -Read Ii the elite in the commercial world" instead of 

" the elite." 
Ii 138, -Read ,,' until last year" instead of "last year." 

181, line 2-Rel1rl "eddying" instead of" edding." 
ISS-The Sand-hill Crane is erroneously inserted amongst the Gallinacious, instead 

of amongst tho Waders. 
" 190-The note at foot of page lip plies to all the birds. 

2l4-The Montreal Game Club Report is for 1863-uot 186!. 
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