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To G~n~ral tile Right Hon. 

THE EARL OF DALHOUSIE, 
&c. &c. &c. K. C. B. 

GOVERNOll A~D CO~ll\I&NDER IN CHIEF OF 

HIS MAJESTY's POSSESSIONS AND FORCES IN 

• •• 
May it please !lour Excellen~y, 

PROM PTE D by no interested motive, or 'l'leS
lionable adulation, permit me, my Lord, to ill/,'eat 
your acceptance /If Ih~ following pages, as tJ trijiing 
lestimony of gratitude, wlli~" evtry man, aC'Juailltetl 
""ith the Government over wlliell you preside, will 
cheerfully curroborat~. Your irifiexible and sounll 
policy /IS a Ru LER, und your unbounded benevolenc, 
and commisserutio,. ill p"ivate life, a,'e e'lual/!I co,.. 
6picuolls. Whether ill the Senate or the Field, wi,. 
dom and courage are your's; and the hapless Euro_ 
pea,. Stranger, or dusky reside,.t qf the Wilden/es. 
are joint partakers uf YOllr symputh!l und advice, all 
COllc/tr as a completion qf evidence to apologise /IJ,. 
.he obtrulio1! of, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency'l, 

Obedient, devoted, humbl~ Servant, 

Que!.rc, 1822. THE AUTHOR. 



TO THE READER. 

THE Reader who condescends to peruse the following 
pages, is respectfully requested not to anticipate that in 
such compilation he will find the classic elegance of a 
distinguished education, or the finished explanation of 
refined philosophy; but he may rest assured, the title of 
the Travels, or narrative truth shall be the POLE-STAR 
of such statement; and though numerous haye been the 
publications on the'same subject, yet unawed by prece
dent, and the Author an unlettered Adventurer, the ob
servations fearlessly contained shall defy contradiction.
I am not meandering towards ]\{OUNT PARNASSUS, but 
have traversed COLUMBIA'S REGION; and if my re
marks, rude and simple as they may appear, serve as a 
preventive or beaton, in the cause of emigration, I 
solemnly declare my motive will be obtained, and high
est ambition fully g-ratified. 

C. H. WILSON. 



THE 

CHAP. I. 

· .... igration is a .. bol •• ome draill on a redundallt population. 
BURKB. 

IT is a subjeet of much and indeed serious regret, 
that English writers, amI. would-be-considered American 
travellers, have been found so base, either from mercen. 
ary m!)tives, or a decided and determined enmity to their 
native soil, that thousands of British subjecti have be
eome sacrifices on the altar of such cupidity. 

The ml)st recent.Anthors of Travels in North Arne. 
rica, since the WOl'ks of the Duke de la Rauchefoucanlt 
and Mr. Weld, are Messrs Hall, Birkbeck, Fearon, 
Palmer, Bradbury, and Cobbett. 

A ~. 



f THE WANDERER 

~. The'writitlgs of Mr. Hall are'correct, 'abd often ele
gant, but not connected with advice or opinion relative 
to emigration. 

Mr. Birkbeck.-The tragic anxiety of this gentleman 
to decoy to the Illinois Territory every devoted lunatic 
who on his arrival was found furnished with money, and 
possessing a head unfurnished with brains, canlJot be 
suffici~ntly execrated; and I am bold enough to pain
fnlly assert, in melancholy remembrance of the many bro
ken-hearted sorrows I have witnessed, that I k now no 
criminal in vice's c(ltalog·ue who merits suspension mort' 
than this unblushing yea and nay adventurer. 

'Mr, Fearon writes like an Englishman, with truth 
and caution. 

Mr, Palmer's observations are chiefly mere garbJell 
extracts from Mr. Bradbury. As his own Tour was ex
tremely limited, his information therefore cannot be of 
ally public ntility; but his publication might have been 
less objectionable, because of less injury to society, if 
his borrowed ideas had possessed generally an ingTedient 
called veracity • 

. Mr. Cobbett is such a weathercock and unchaste poli
tician-to-day kneeling at the shrine of Monarchy, and 
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to-morrow at that of Republiranism-that it :Ippears 
doubtful whether he means what he ~H;t( S, or n premedi
tated Iwax upon the public; but I am happy in thus 
offering Ity willing testimony, that he never encourag"ed 
etlligTation as a general specific, for the promulgation of 
his sentiments on that subject were confined to long 
Island; and I am inclined to bdiew' his enmity to l\lJ-. 
Bi rk lwek 's specious villainy sand the lives alld proper
t}" uf llIall}" individuals. 

Inoculafed with the 1I1flllia of transportation, and, 1 
ronfe,s, infatuated wilh the plausible imposition of de
linquent '\Titers, and having a family, which according 
to the destructi,"e doctrine of such writings, I had the 
chance of mak ing for the present and future prGvi.,ion, by 
the application of ordinary industry, inclined me to favor 
the change: and at this unlucky period my feelings 
were uuhappily and unfortunately wounded hy the un
meriteel and unwarrantable neglec.t of those who, accord
ing to the laws of nature and humanity, and the accept-. 
ed etiquette of society, I had a rig"ht to claim as friends, 
not to painfully recognise as enemies, this regret gave a 
decision to the contemplated departure; but the public, 
I humbly ~ntreat, will allow me to aver, that no political 
motives had any share, directly or indirectly, with the 
transfer. 

Arrived at Liverpool, a town at once the seat of ele
gance, opulence, commerce, refinement, industry, and 
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,nterprize, and where I had, in bappier days beguiled 
many a social hour: my fil"stenquiry wasa sbipdestined 
for New York, and I soon found accommodations on 
board tbe American Ship Magnet, burden 350 tons, and 
a finer sea,boat never kissed the Atlantic wave. Having 
ten days for preparation, all was in readiness for the voy_ 
age, and we as!embled on board, passengers to the num_ 
ber of sixty-three, men, women, and children, and imme
diately left our dock birth, and proceeded with a light 
brefze from the N. E. to sea; and I soon fouud knavery 
in the collection of our migrating companions. 

A boat (rom the Cheshire side of the River Mersey 
augmented onl' number by the addition of a respectabl. 
looking man, who it appeared was the parent of half a 
dozen then on board, some of them grown-up young men 
but they were so transformed by the trumpery a.ldition 
of ear-rings and other external appendages of Yankee, 
costume, that every vestige of Cambridgeshire rusticity 
had vanished: and I am afraid nay am confident a breach 
in the moral principles of the father had snggested thi. 
harlequinade, to avoid an unpleasant visitation from 
Messrs. Doe ~ Roe, at the suit of a much-injured wife, 
and that departure from right gave an unlimited latitude 
of wrong to the rude manners of this amiable family. 

We soon cleared the Rock, and about 4 P. M. our pi
lot left us; the following morning we descryed the Tus_ 



"IN AMERICA 

car light-house, and as the wind veered round to the 
westward, we bid not adieu to the last point of Erin's 
domain, Cape Clear, until the third day of our departure 
from Liverpool; then commenced a specimen of Ameri
can honor and equity: previous to our sailing as there 
was only one cabin passenger, twelve of us occupied the 
state or dining room, agreeable to the influence of an 
additional number of dollars-the grand pivot upon 
which alone moves the whole machinery of Yankee rec
titude. The chief mate was then ordered to stowaway 
these here cables, according to the erudition of our 
accomplished captain. In vain did we remonstrate 
against such an outrage, our limited space being the ap
pointed receptacle, which nearly closed the avenue of in
gress and egress. The only replication was, "I am cap
tain" "Then, Sir," said I, "you are bound in that 
capacity, to say nothing of bonor and humanity, for the 
credit of your ship and advantage to its proprietors, to 
fulfil the contract between yourself, your employers and 
the passengers."-No material circumstance took place 
or observation occurred during the passage, eHept an 
unusual number and variety of the inhabitants of the 
deep, for as the weather was fine, the whale, shark, 
grampus, dolphin, and innumerable shoals ofless visitors 
frequently snrrounded us, and the floating monuments of 
"arctic waste," buoyant and glittering beneath the olb 
of heaven, had a fine eBect. 

" These are thy glOlioiIs works, Purcnt of Gom!', 
" Almi::-hty !" Milton. 
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Neptune sometimes in an angry mood, and sometimee 
in a frolicksome one, disturbs the harnlOllY of aquatic tra.. 
vellers. The natal day of a female on board was celebra" 
ted by a general tea-party ou deck; hyson and bohea. 
Yorkshire cakes, biscuits, pickled tripe, and salt beef, 
abundantly furnished the sumptuous gala, interspersed 
with a profusiou of chat, and some scandal, usual in such 
converzationes. Mr. Boreas not gallantly or politel, 
regarding the supreme happiness of ladies thus engaged, 
blew unexpectedly a hurricane; this sudden derangement 
ereated more confusion on May 15, 1819, at 8 P. M. on 
board the gallant Magnet, than I believe was on board 
the blazing L'Onent at 10 P. l\I. on the memorable Is\ 
of August, 1798. Crockery became bl'Okery; to lee. 
ward lay extended our sable six-foot cook, and prostrate 
alongside his sooty mansion called "a cabouse;" pots, 
kettles and cans, with all the appendages oflea equipagll 
and all the lumber of a tolerable larder became dispersed 
in one wild chaos, and the sweet tones of gossip were 
superselled by-Haul in the main sheet-Down top
,ails-Reiftheforesail-Now my brave ship, she 
rides liandlomely throNgh-Cheerly, m!l hearts, 
nnw slle rights again-lily Timbers, what a squall 
was there/-Forecastle in and a tremendous sea rolling 
OVel·, is not exactly captivating; however in ten mill\~tl:l 
all was calm, and the violin reassembled the company, 
dancing commenced, and all the variety of the capering 
",.la7lKe Wall exhibilild from the graceful altitudes oftb .. 
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'It(fta"/JtlWI to the spread eagle monotallY of the "tinutt 

de III C(l'lIT. the" light fantastic toe" became exhaust
ed, and then Apollo struck the lyrt!, the mllStS sling In 

strains alteroate-

An Old Woman dotbed ill grey, 
The Ch"pkr on Noses, 

Now we are going to Botany Bay, 
And Love alllong the Roses. 

About onr 30th day at Sea, our Tuler, who W38 neith~j 

a gentleman nor a ,.',,,nan, stated we had gone to the 
.outhward of the Banks of Newfoundland; I doubted 
such, and was ,'o1'l'oborateu in my opinion by both mates 
and seamen, not heing a novice in the navigation of the 
Atlantic, or an immediate stranger to some nautical in
formation. In tighteen houl s after we were on those 
c:el~brated Banks, distinguished by a coutinual dense 
fog or mist, and in general extremely cold. On the 4211 
day the Headlands of Nova Scutia were seen from the 
mast head; the 4;;d day we made Salldy Hook, and fe. 
c:eived a pilot on bo«rd, and anchored that night on the 
Quarantine ground, uine miles from New York. The 
following mocllillg, aft~r the inditipeosable examinatioll 
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of a medical officer bad been satisfied as regarded the 
health of all, we proceeded with, the tide, and anchored 
at 11 A. M. close to the grand emporiam and pride of 
Columbia-N.w YOBB. 
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C.HAP. II • 

• • • 

Now, thought I, ior this far falned land of liherty, this 
region of freedOlll and virtue, and only republic on earth: 
but soon my feelings were alarmed, and I found correet 
my friend Dennis Brulgruddery's opinion, that this 
same arrogance was only produced by" ruhbingonedirty 
shilling against another, for we were gUaJ"ded by the 
Argus eyes of custom-house officers; and the /lrst de
mand of the American Government IS a palpable robbery 
on the purses of all foreigners-a dollar is exacted from 
each person, from infancy, and we were told it was for 
the Ho,'pital support I-Ah! said I, such in Englund 
is the voluntary contribution of the friends of hum unity, 
not levied upon the stranger, often without a dollar to sa
tisfy such injustice; and I will venture to assert, that th~ 
indirect mode of maintaining, as it is called a Charitable 
Institution, is amply remunerakd in every department, 
inchlding, calomel, rhubarb, helebore, and Gruel, by tht' 

B 
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stated demands on British subjects only. which in twelve 
months, from January 1819 to January 1820, amounted in 
Emigrants to the port of New York alone, to 27,000! 

Having obtained a receptacle for my family-a board
ing-house, I became impatient to reconnoitre; and pas
sing the principal street, "Broadway," the Bond-street 
of London in America, I·came to the City Hall, or Court 
Honse, and found it surronnded by the mobilit!l, and 
ellqairing the cause, I was informed an ill-fated negro 
woman was going to be executed, for an attempt to poi
son the family of her employer, or boss-the term master 
being exploded and scouted in the American diction.
" Indeed! what do they hilllg people here for less crimes 
than murder ?"-" Oh yes, often,"-l retnrnedhome and 
alternately ruminated, in a kind of melancholy reverie, 
on the wretch~d criminal and GO\'ernment':-comparisons 
as they concerned John Bull and his younger brother, 
Jonathan. 

On the stranger's entering New York, the fiNt im
pression is certuinly pleasing; streets generally wide, 
wearing, by their innumerable stores or shops, the appear
ance of wealth and industry, and as it is literally an 

. island, the beautiful East and North, or Hudson Rivers, 



::IN AMERICA 15 

are certainly imposing, bearing on their g~iding ·surface . 
ships and boats of all tonnage, from the smallest market 
craft to the boasted invulnerable steam ship of war, the 
horrible invention of PLUTo-an mfernal instrument tOQ 

savage to depict." 

Having visited the principal buildings, uternally, 
Churches, Theatre, and Hall dedicated to Justice, I felt 
disposed to view the interior. The Theatre is, both in 
point of beauty and magnitude, far inferior to several of 
our provincial Theatres.-The Churches are all modern, 
and in their structures, or 3l"chitectural designs, simply 
elegant; but the materials, like two-thirds of buildings 
of every description in America, are wooden-monu
ments of bad taste and improvident speculation, mere 
birdcages, formed of perishable matter. The City Hall 
is a handsome building, the pride of all well bred Ame
ricans, and I have been gravely told by some of them, 
the largest upon earth; such novel information I once 
received from a professional descendaut of Hippoc!"~tes . 
.. You have-then," I replied, "seen in England Blenheim, 

" 'the timbe .. of this vessel are so enormously tbick, that ,be 
is pronounced impregnable; and any attempt to board her, 
", .. uld be opposed by a tetrible annoyance of boiling lVatet! 
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Stow, Belvoir, Wentworth. Wobum, Lowther, Burleigb, 
Wollaton, Chatsworth, and Dunham."-" Oh, DO, I have 
not travelled farther than the Jerseys toa Camp Meeting." 
"Then, Sir, I respectfully wish to ccwrect your mistaken 
ideas; those mansillns the residence of honor, benero
lence, and hospitality, are equal in size, and St. Paul's 
in London, or St. Peter's in Rome, would admit the 
whole within their walls t" 

In a short time I had an opportunity to witness their 
(orms and manners in this building of jurisprudence, pre_ 
judice, I admit has its infiuenc\! over the hnman passions. 
and although ;l wig may not impart wisdom to the wearer F 

I felt an impression in favor of wiggery. In a court of 
Justice in England it adds a degree of solemnity; hutio 
America neither wigs, nor d\!corum are requisite; it i. 
certainly true, the judge is indeed exalted upon a higher 
seat, by which alone you can distinguish him from the 
poor captive, and the cause, civil or peccant, is invari .. 
ably decided by the influence of -dollars ; and will not 
any European foreigner condemn the non observance of 
decency? The segar is in continual requisition, the 
eternal companion of judge, counsellor, jury, and spec
tators; you are consequently stupified with smoke, and 
spit upon as an especial mark of freedom. The Civil 
Code is so grossly imperfect that it gives birth to endless 
litigatiou aud unnatural aggravatioR; husbandll. wive.s, 
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falh"rs and children are in daily contention and ridicu_ 
lous pl'oSecution, such as I am positive no English Magis
Jrate would sanction, but humanely repr~hend. Again, 
in all pecnniary suits, the decision is a mere farce; th.e 
ddeated party demands sixty days (the expenres and 
debt probably not sixty shilhngs) to pay this prodigious 
amount; if he remain honest so long, a second respite is 
obtained, thus prevaricating from time to time, the plain
tiff, like the Irish comedian, is a luser by his benejit. 

It is higftly honourable to the children of Saint Pat
rick, in the recollection that a distinguished countryman, 
exiled by the politics and consequentaftlictions of the day 
is n(>w as a professional man, the Cicero of America
the Erskine of England both as an orator and a lawyer, 
and with humble deference, in their national chronicle 
of illustrious characters, enrolled with a Welliugton, a 
Charlemont, au O'Keeffr, a Swift, a Burke, a Sheridan, 
a Grattan, &c. I record on its imperishable page the elo
quent advocate of mercy, and the powerful opponent of 
oppression and inj ustice; such a character acknowledged 
by all, is-·MR. E)D1ETT. 

In my perambulations I found a new objf'ct of attrac
tion; red flags at sevtral doors, and" vel/due" inscrib~d 

thereon-a Dutch term for auction. Unwilling to lose 
B 2. 
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lhe meaning and nature of such traffic, I entered these 
abodes of fraud and robbery, and painfuJly witnessed the 
sale of British goods to a great amount, for less than half 
the cost to the manufacturer; and this system is not 
novel, but general, this, the.n, said I peevishly to my
self, accounts for the publication of a majority of 
names in a certain periodical exposillon called a 
'Gazette. We most either condemn the merchants and 
Inanufacturers of Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, Shef
fu!ld, and the Potteries, as common idiots or as they say 
in America, of that respectable class of society, they are 
wide awake, and find even a Bankrupt market in Ame
rica convenient to supply a little immediate ca,h; but it 
is my humble opinion, though ignorant of tbe secrets of 
counting houses on either side of the atlantic, the Bri
tish merchant finds out his mistake, like the dduded 
emigrant, when the thoader of disappointment and ruin 
rattle in his ears. 

The Police of New York is a strange mixture of inc on
sistences.-The streets are miserably dirty, as to them 
is consigned the filth of most houses, and suffered to re
main in all seasons, July and August excepted; and you 
are continually annoyed by innumerable hungry pigs of 
all sizes and complexions, great and small beast~ prowl
ing in grunting ferocity, and in themselves so great a 
nuisance, that would arouse the indi gnation of any but 
Americans. Often has the ravenous sow, impelled by 
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hunger, seized Ihe infant in the streets of Columbia's 
proud city, and wOllld, but for prevention, have banquct
tcd upon hlllnan innocence. The markets of New York 
are well supplied with provisions of all kintl~, whith nre 
in price rar less than in the metropolis "I' Eng-land ; fish, 
poultry, and pork, are excellent. but lwef, Illullon, \'l"l, 
s.c. are far inferior to the snnw produr!ious in Eng'
land: the cause 1llJ(I~r its proper head, I will explain in 
the ronrse of Illy renw,ks; anu, with the exception of 
malt liquor, the votaries at the shrine of Bfa·dllls n.ay 
enjoy, for the fonrth part of the SUIlI, the glurious aad 
exhiluratil1g blessings of the Jolly God. 
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CHAP~ III~ 

I KNOW not whether the following remark is a syst~m 

of secret depu1ation, or agency of the Govemmeut, or the 
deliberate villainy of rascally imposters. Every lavern 
wall is decorated with advertisements of thousauds of 
acres ofland for sale in every direction of the U \lion, 
stating terms iu such puffing strains, that would put out 
of countenance a recommendation of Gilead's Balm, Bro
durn's Cordial, or Lp Sugg's Invisible Witch of Endor; 
such traps to catch the unwary, are generally a complete 
fraud. Doctors Johnson and Middleton, both 1\1. D. are 
conspicuous characters in this species of traffic. Dr; 
.Johnson tells his cllstomers, who are, with few excep
tions, English, that he is a countryman from the neigh
bourhood of Tenhury, Worcestershire; and the grinning 
Middleton claims the environs of Bow Bells as his native 
place; nor do I doubt his assertion,-ominolls idea! as 
I recollect there is a certain college thereabouts, vul. 
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prly denominated dUl'ance vile, where we may trace 
the heraldic honours of his distinguish~d compeerS. 
Jonathan Wild, and George Barring·ton. By way of 
Illustration, I beg leave to state my own credulity; the 
latter gentleman announced for sale in Pike County, 
Pensylvania, matchless land. Accompanied by a 
Yorkshire gentleman, we visited this Ollapod of de
ception, who assumed sorrow and regret that so many 
of his countrymen should become dupes to American 
trick, to obviate which, sighing from his mimic soul 
a desire to render good, even at the expence of personal 
sacrifice of property. During this philanthropic detail, 
the finger (sparkling, cased in a brilliant diamond) 
traced the splendid map, and pointed ont the bounteoull 
land and wild buck range. Won by his apparent sin
rerity, I gratefully acknowledge, I should have added 
my name to the catalogue of downright maniacs, but 
for the penetration of my kun friend, who obsel'
Ted the Doctor'S propos31s were far "tourse" than 
Yorkshire, and buying a pig in II poke, adding, "nay. 
marry, I should be vurr!l sorry if I was'nt a better 
judge." 

A part of the Doctor'S proposed stipulations was an 
advance or prompt payment of a dollar for each 
acre contracted for; this fine -fellow, I subsequently 
fouud,. had sUGr"<~flllly .play~d off a similar l~';ck ill 
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London fifteen years ago. However, being honoe:red 
with the name and direction to his domain, we com
menced our route, the distance being eighty compu~ 
ted milts. Having a swamp or .·iver to cross, on our 
entering the town of Newark, state of New Jersey, we 
heard, as we supposed, those faithful monitors
mastiff's; and our hostess fOl' the night being an 
English lady, I enquired if such animals were in 
general use, such as we had heard. A question like 
this excited the risible faculties of my fair countrywo-' 
man, and I heartily joined in the laugh. "No Sir," 
she replyed, "these supposed tremendous dogs are 
bullfrogs."-" You mean, Madam, bull dogs,;" but 
I was soon convinced I had made a hull, for those am
phibious songsters were the serenaders of the night •. 
The following morning we proceeded, like pilgrin.s 
seeking the Holy Loretto, in srarch of Canaan, and the 
expectation of milk and honey, created a stimulus for pe~ 
destrions exertion, amidst all the difficulties of bad roads 
and the pleasure of a scorching sun then in the zenith .of 
his dom';lin. On our arrival at Morristown, which, hke 
Newark, has a thriving appearance, the respectable 
tavern of )Ir. Hayden invited us to enter and rec~uit 
our physical wants, and we found him a pleasant, com
municative man-a stmnge animal in this Land of 
Nod; for American taciturnity is far less disposed tl) 
information than an automaton: rarely can yon obtain 
from them more than th" unmeaning, dissatisfactory 
t.erms-" I guesl"-or "I.calculate;" a nQd JIlaktS. 
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vp for all. Ifis trnly the 'Lllnd of Noel. Often have 
1 cumpa.oed them to surly ca'nille qlladrup~ds. who 
growl as they pass, and would if they had I"isul'e, turn 
and bite. 

Having illqlliretl our future rout from Mr. Hayden; 
he probably read the legible index of our missiOl;, by 
guessing we were in sparch of land, aud by answering 
in the affirmative, and Pike County our ubject, he smi
led and sarcastically observed, to onr mortification, 
.. if stones and the barren waste had been our pursuit. 
we were certainly in the right palh to find such; but 
if there existed land, it was invisible." This pleasillg 
information was fully confirmed by the respective opi
nions, of other re;pectable gentlemen present. lIfy 
companions having friends, originally from England, 
at a celebrated watering-place called Scholey'S 110l1lJ
tains, some twenty-five miles westward of Morristown, 
we changed our course for this American restorative, 
bUt'found not Bath, Tnnbridge Wells, Harrogate, gay 
Brighton, nor health-breathing S,·arborough, but one 
solitary inll, planted in a rude spot Qf natnre-a cor
rect counterpart of :Hatlock sc~nery, mountain gloom, 
a(ld rockrent precipices. Its celEbrated water possesses 
properties similar to one of the Harrogate springs-a 
c8IIlhination of sulphur, ir"ll, &c. and is considered 
IiIf &,reat benefit to tbe valetudinarian. Having reach. 
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!:d our destination, after a fourteen miles momiolJ 
walk, appetite became rath~ impatiellt: and like J, .. 
. relny )Ji't~lleT, "1 consoled the bowel.s with a pro-. 
Dlise; but man i~ born to trouble, as the spark~ lly up
wards ;-for our countryman had forgot the rights of 
hospitality, an old English custom, and Yankee refine
ment had succeeded. After a desultory conversation 
Ilf four hours, chiefly relating to the usual enquiries of 
Who's married? Who's dead? Who's living, &tc. the 
tea table made its appearance, and the singing kettle 
made sweet music in my delighted ears; and the attack 
we made upon the pyramids of bread and butler; would. 
have honoured a similar corps of Londoners, who are 
celebrated in such engagements. In the eveuing we 
returned fOl" sleeping accommodations to th.e inn, as 
my friend Rawlinson'S house was under the cOBtroul 
of carpenters and masons. The next morning my 
companions retnrned to bid farewell to their friends; 
for myself, I took breakfast with the dandies and dan
d!luttes of this fashionable resort; but here again si
lence reigned, and in ten miuutes, after a long-faced 
invocation, from a Disciple, of the chaste Johanna, 
had sanctified the good things of the table, the room 
was cleared, except "Pill OnT/iek." Not being 
disposed to hazard sudden death by choaking; novel 
cnriosity prompted me to enquire from mine Host, 
if sncb disr tch was usual, "Yes, Sir," he rather pee_ 
vishly replyd " we Americans have Patent Mouths"
"right, Sir." I rejoin'd "and stomachs too ~ block. till the 
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materials. I will not quarrel with people on account 
of customs, nor did I flatter tbe Americans by an adop
tion of theirs; but certainly this rapidity of eating is, 
in my opinion, inconsistent with health and good man
ners; for my own part my time has been frequeutly 
employed at the table, and eyes taken from the .sub
stantial to the picturesque ;-the distortion of counte
nance, the swelled cheeks, &c. can only be imagined 
by the pleasing sensation of a !tot potaloe being im
prisoned in a certain cavity called a mouth. 

We returned to New York by way of Elizabeth 
Town; and as my friend was a complete agriculturalist, 
he saw no soil satisfactory, though the whole of our 
route was considered a fine country, and as it was the 
most advantageous period-the very midst of all Ame
rican Spring-we could not but conclnde, the thin and 
sandy appearance of the surface was general, and of 
considerable depth, We observed not the virgin snow
drop, the enamelled crocns, the golden daffodil, the 
bashful violet, or perfumed cowslip, decorating the 
banks, nor the hawthorn hedge iii bloom, interspersed 
with wild roses; these, our native smiles of Flora, 1 
felt grateful to find, wen' the admired f.rotirs, as arc 
several of onr feathered warblers, which are in great 
demand, as the sky-lark, thrush, wood-lark, black-bird, 
goldfinch, bullfinch, aud linnet. 

C 
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So rude and minous is the appearance of the land, 
with its uncouth and rough fences, a melancholy waste 
of fiue timber, that it gives the contradiction to the 
American apology-which is, that it is a young coun
try, dawning into existence; for it more resembles an 
old country yawning out of existence, as exhibiting 
the wreck of time, or the expiring' remains of a deluge 
QT some other revolutionary devastation of nature. 
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CHAP. IV. 

-+-

The succeeding morning, after our return to New York, 
was ushered in by the ringing of bells, a discharge of 
ordnance, and other demonstrations of public joy, being 
the anniversary of the celebration of Independl!nu. 
The troops in the city and neighbourhood were assembled 
in phalanx fine, wearing on such occasions their best 
bibs alld turkel's; orations were dtlivered inlhe respec. 
tive churches, but not in language and tune proper in_ 
side such walls, nor consistent with the clerical character, 
which should inculcate the doctrine of our Di"ine Mas
ter-peace and good will to allmaukind. One of these 
annual memell/o's I attended in the church of the Rev. 
Mr. Macleod, and found the theme of this pulpiteer and 
burden of democratic song, was an unnecessary and ma
lignant invective, in time of peace, against "the proud 
English," as he termed them, and concluded an half 
hour's altiloquent harangue, pitifully delivered, in a kin. 
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of dialect which dishonoured both head, heart, and 
country. Spirit of Burns! I muttered to myself, rise 
and confront this confounder.-" Soon, my friends," said 
he, "an invincible navy, the pride, glory, and bulwark of 
our country, will remove the stain and dishonor confer'd 
on it by these haughty tyrants, which they, my friends, 
not having the fear of visitation before their eyes, have 
presumed to call and designate-a Musquito Fleet /" 
Thus, without cause or reason assigned, they are conti
nually at work in opprobriollS dirt-

" I do not likll you, Doctor Fell, 
The reason why, I cannot tell ; 
But this I know quite full well, 
I do not like you Doctor Fell." 

The parade next demanded a visit; the commanding 
officer I found a tailor (General Mapes) and I perceived 
a great want of discipline and subordination-a mere 
botch, if I may use the gallant General's phrase. The 
segar, with the officers and in the ranks, seemed an in
l'eparable companion in this" cream coloured collection 
of narrow-shouldered warriors."-Honor and educatioR 
are component materials in the British Officer, and these 
qualities create a stimulus of unshaken fortitude and un
daunted courage; the reason is obvious, as they are gen
tlemen of rank';md family, generally speaking; a iluspi-
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""ion only of their want of those requisites would close 
against them the .1001' of even the society of their reI a
tivps. Again, the liberal patronage of the British Go
"emment raises and honors by a proud distinction, her 
gallant sons. NELSON anu ABEIlCRO~IBIE, the immor
tal and legitimate chieftai liS of distinguished talent, 
were not the instl;lIments of faction, IIr the favorites of a 
(,lIurt, but rose rrom subalterns in their professions, by 
~irtue, geuius, and il'fesistible gallantry-Peace to their 
JIlunes i-and their names are recorded, not only in a 
peoples affe('tionate gratitude and remembrance, and a 
peerage in regular descent, suppol·ted by appropriate an
uuities and honors, to tell of Trafalgar, and the plains of 
Alexandria; but the Monument, while the sacred Tem
ples of Britain's Metropolis remain, will proclaim their 
deeus to wondering generations.-Blush, blush, Colum
bia, the great, the brave, and illw.triou8 \V ASHINGTON, 
respected by all good men on earth, sleeps in the IIUlit, 

"ithout the common distinction of a grave. 

The singularity of a tailor commnnding five thousand 
,nen, I cUlIsidered strange, bH.ause the old adage with liS 

is, that for thOi manufactore of one man, vine slIippies 
are reqUISIte. Do not, ye Knig"hts of the Thimble, feel 
offenued wi th the freedom of Illy rClllark, but let my 

C .) 
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taxing, like a wild goose, fly unclaimed of any tailor. 
Curiosity led me therefore to enquire if such was usual 
for officers to be mechanics, or other occupations, and 
found it was so;-Generals, Corporals, Colonels, Fifers, 
Majors, Drummers, Captains, Privates, Lieutenants, 
Sergeants, Ensigns, Pioneers and all, when divested of 
the pride and pomp of glorious war, retire inglorious to 
ignoble avocations, with their "blushing honors thick 
upon them," and recount their chivalrous deeds, "hair
breadth 'scapes," and all the gallantry' of the deadly 
breach, in the saw-pit or the cobler's stall. This is 
lIot a libellous rhapsody, bear witness, much injured 
maid Bellona; indeed all classes of the community 
follow some employ. An English country gentleman, I 
tlelieve the happiest and most respectable man on earth, 
would be considered an useless character; honor is a vir
tue of little estimation there: yet as equality is the order 
4If the day, its name is often profaned and prostituted:
shop-boys and petty officel's will frequently demand satis
faction for imaginary injury. A nautical puppy, belong
jng to the JVashington, requested from me an accommo
dation of this kind, and suggested pistols; now I thought, 
(and in my turn suggested) pestles as equally convenient; 
but in order to appease his urgent demand, and satisfy all 
in my power, I p"aclicall!J explained the newest system 
(a La Spring) in a victorious manner, and in fadess time 
than p.,rtorating a fellow-creature's body with an eternal 
passpmt; and I seriously recommend the plan. My 
ehildren were dearer to me than disguised m'Urd~r, and 
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of more consequenee than the chatteriug of an Americall 
moukey.-The remainder of this festive day, alltl onll 
Jubilee in the 365, a few of us, all Enghsh, spent at 
the village of Hoboken, where fell the virtuous and la
mented Hamilton in a duel "ith Colonel Burr. 

" Honor, thou bloOlI-stain'd God, 
At wh,.st' red altar sit war and homicide." 

C01.EMA~. 

Plain English harmony, respectably performed by the 
Toeal powers of the party, dishollored not ollr national 
anthems, nor the comhined excellence of Messrs. Bra
ham, Incl~don, Sinclair, or that happy son of 1110mus, 
Grimaldi. 

Having received the Jecided OpIDIOOS of respectable 
characters in favor of Canada, in addition to the hODor 

. of recommendations bronght from England, we prepared 
for our j!Ulrney, after I had visited numberless farms for 
sale or rental, of at least sixty circular miles, which 
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I found barren and savage, wild and dearer, b3tb 3S ,',,

gardfd rent and purcbase, thau th~ immediate neighbour
hood of London, exclusive of the tax for crossing' the 
rivers at the different ferries, for yourself, live and dead 
atock, which would not be less than tweuty pounds per 
aunum. 

The (rmales of New York, as in nil Americu, ar~ 

straight, thin and well proportioned, features regular, 
.. rten vl'ry pr~tty, but void of animation, and in ~om
pl .. xiou fading lilies-no tint of the opening ro~e, or crim
Ion blush of tbe 1'ed cabbage; the males "re invariably 
slender, and extremely ~maciated in appearance.
Females are not taught cUllImon industry; it would 
degrade those gentry, of any rank, to assist in 
the hay and corn field-their utility and knowledge 
extends no farther than the mauufacture of a pumpkin 
pye, or the outlines of a silly romauce 01' ridicu
lous novel. The continual use of ardl'nt spirits from 
the cradle, on the part of the lIIale~, ruins the con
stitution, for at thirty, nature b~c()lIIes torpid. All la
bour is doue by the children of Africa, 01' the dusky off
IIpring of St. Domingo-that is tli" mo,t servile ~lllploy. 



1~ AMERICA S3 

who are extremely numprous in some parts of the UnI
on, and generally property. 

Slavery, thou greatest curse of heaven! foul offspring 
of sanguinary and venal inj ustice, I write to tell thee how 
I hate thy beams !-Honor me, ye who read, ye sons of 
Albion, with a belief iu the following statement-a single 
selection from hundreds of specimens, and but a few 
weeks old :-The Savannah, a large town in the south
eru States of the Union, is supposed to be inhabited by 
a population of 15,000, black and white, and promis
cuously of all creeds and circumstances in life; the late 
dreadfnl fire, whicb unhappily took place, naturally pro
duced sorrow, poverty, and all the embarrastneuts inci. 
dent to such a calamity; a liberal subscription in behalf 
of the sufferers took place in New York, and remitted by 
the Mayor to the Mayor .f Savannah, to be disbursed, 
without exception, according to the losses aud wants of 
the sufferers, resting with the proper committee for such 
laudable purpose. Would any man snppose, who pre
snmes to arrogate to himself the title of humanity, that 
the contributed sum was insolently returned, because the 
poor blacks (equal partakers in the Litter cup of afilic
tion,) were to participate in the sympathy of benevo
lence! 

Before I left N~w York, I found a new vocabulary re
quisite, for these reforTllers of Sheridan, Walker, Ash, 
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Johnson, and Bailye, had given a novel reading, not 
only to things, but re-baptized animals; for a cock, I 
found a rooster, a female of the dog species, as/itt, and 
other ridiculous Republican innovations.-Thus they 

" Nick-name God's creatures, and make their wantonn .. s 
their ignorance.'" 
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CHAP. V . 

••• 

We embarked on board a small sloop for Albany, a ,';. __ 
tance by water of two hundred miles, and in tbree days 
we pleasantly navigated the most beautiful part flf the 
Hudson; its lofty banks or barriers, truly romantic, are 
studded on each side with several small Towns-lludson, 
Poughkeepsie, Kingston, :'iewburg-h, Catskill, &c.-:.I_ 
bany is the seat of Government or Legitlature, for the 
State of New York, situate upon an untven ground, ;:wl 
possessing in its State-house and Academy a laughable 
attempt at grandeur. The Capitol, so named from the 
celebrated temple of Ancient Rome, is an un-finished 
proof of po\-erty-broken windows, broken steps with
out railing, Serve as a shade in summer, and shed in win
ter to pIgS, Cows, marbles, tops and school boys. This 
city so digniiied, retains a kind of feudal or manorial 
right in the family of Ransaalaer,anda most excellent man 
now presides, who can feel for misfortunes and com-
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mute for years' rent-the highest reward of heaven. The 
people are the same, and stores, law and physic support 
the majority. The weather now became intensely hot, 
almost to suffocation and we observed continual tempests 
daily, for six weeks! such rain, thunder, and lightning, 
I had never witnessed III the West Indies. 

As a specimen of American ju,.tice, from the conduct 
of an American jurist, the following is a briefsketch.
Sacred Goddess of Truth! let me not offend or ,-iolate 
thy hallowed name; thee I invoke to sanction by thy di .. 
vine assent the following detail. I am a plain matter."f. 
fact fellow, unaccust(\med to ambiguity; nor do I anti. 
ci pate or fear contradiction. 

" Let tbe gall'd iade wince, our witbers are unwrung." 

I found it requisite, in order to convey my family t(l 
Canada, to purchase a horse, and a light or Jersey wag~ 
g'on; having made a contract for such waggon, price 
forty-five dollars, upon consideration of a trifling addi. 
tion, at the time appointed for the completion-pay and 
rec,-,ive, ])Ir. Gold, the vender, a coachmaker, made a de~ 
mand before such completion should take place; I object~ 
ed, and his insolence annihilated the agreement. In the 
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evening a myrmidOIl, a jack-in-office, honored me witb 
his lettre-de-cachet, or warrant; its preamble began 
.. rOll are to apprehe"d"-Unwilling to oppose rule, 
I immediately accompanied him to the rendezvous of en_ 
quiry-the hall of midnight robbery. The assembled 
group of .. tag, lag, and bob-tail" in the office of a 
pettyfog'giug attorney, honoured by the presidence of a 
drunken magistrate or "squire," properly of the name 
of Hempstead, would l\ave presented a fine opportunity 
to Hogarth, \Voodward, or Rowlandson. In the sanguin
ary days of the French Revolution, Robespiere and his 
associates-uorthe plotting demons in the Grecian horse, 
could form for the painter's art so rich a subject, and 
Milton's sable angels would be no more remembered.
Such was this nocturnal J nnto! the plaintiff, or rather 
prosecutor, Gold, told his tale in the posture of sitting 
before this honorable menagerie of ruffians, and when 
permitted to reply, custom, cOl1sistent with the rules of 
my country and good manners, indnced me to rise; 
though in this instance such respect was prostituted, 
which w"s observed by an amateur in propriety, and 
flatteringly appreciated as a novelty, and as I felt the 
force and effect of a !:,ood cause, which could not, was 
not, confronted, the fire of indignation gave me language 
and eloquence to dictate to this arbitrator of the night 
€Ten American laws, and such was corrobol'\lted by an 
1c!x-magist~ate then present, Mr. Waring, who referring 
to the law-book, expressly read, that nil contract wa~ 

D 
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e~mplete nntil the property, with all its stipulated addi. 
tions and alterations, was in the purchaser's possession; 
yet notwithstanding this decision, the sum of ten dollars 
was awarded to Gold, and one dollar seventy-five cents 
became the purloined booty of this scoundrel squire.
Remonstrance Wall laughed at; and in the language of a 
once 1\'1. P. for Sussex, this consolation was added !-. 
" It's a,good country and let those who don't like it, 
leave it."-Could I, Promotheus-like, have stolen from 
Heaven the ignited flash, like him I would have animn
ted this unjust compnsition of clay with something lik~ 

integrity. 

Leaving Albany, we proceeded by way of Schenectady, 
Cherry valley, Bridgewater, Utica, and 'Vatertowu, to 
Sacket's Harbour. The land we foand generally "ery 
indifferent, even that they called cleared, in appearance 
like an English church-yard: stumps of trees from one 
to three feet high, resembling grave or head-stones, which 
incumbrance literally covers half the land. We fouud 
the Log Hut thinly scattered by the road side; such edi
fices in general require no permission, but, like Robin. 
son Crusoe, build where they like, and range where they 
please, with the darling rifle or fowling piece; but 
should time nnd industry make any improvements, the 
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lord of the soil removes these squatters, as they IIl'e 
call.II, ill' illlp"'" lin aile" ullte runt. 

Between Bridgewater and Utica we observed some ex. 
Ct!llent land, an old settlement in possession of originally 
Dutch emigrants, but it is almost, without exception, in 
every part of the States, covered with immense stones, 
which, in addition to stumps, led me tQsupposethescis. 
SOl'S or penknife were substitutes for the scythe and 
sickle, which circumstance, amongst otber remarks, I 
hope, will, in the recapitulation, enable me to plainly 
point out to the emigrant agriculturist, future or present 
prospects, advantageous aud diiadvantageous. 

In Utica, a kind of Joe Miller doggerel, the produc. 
tion of some inspired American bard, appeared over the 
door of a tobacconist; three grotesque figures served as 
a vehicle for this sublime composition, represented in 
thp. act of chewing, smoking, and taking snuff, and un • 
. aerneath the followingattempt to rival a Byron ora SCQU; 

, We three are engaged in one cause;_ 
. I snu/fsJ"I smllk.es, and 1 thaws." 
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I remember to hue seen in the neigbboutbGOd .r 
IItock port, Cheshire, a similar production oyer the door 
Gf a bal·ber aud wig-n.aker, illustrated by a welJ exe
cuted corresponding painting, repl'es, Dtiug the flight of' 
Abaalow and his fatal suspension1 thus lamented. 

" If Absalom bad wore a wig, 
He would ~ot thus have danc'd a jig.;' 

.Arrived at Sackel's Harbonr, a naval anel military de .. 
pot, I felt a desire to visit the ships of war, and hein, 
about to pass the seotiDel-"are you an American ?"-I 
answered in the negative.-"Then YOllcannot proceed." 
Proud to declare my couDtry. I returned disappoiuted. 
but not dIshonored. But, said I to myself, a time the ... 
was, and ntlt seven years ago, I might like the gallant Sir 
fl. Wilson, in answer to the French Advocate, have said. 
1 am of that country that conquered America, by trans. 
posing France and America. Such a position as this,. 
$tatement of such a natnre, may appear erroneons: but 
if the veracity of the American Prints themselves ma, 
be credited, and the divided opinions of her factions anll 
party taken into colliideration, her poverty and emba", 
.. asment, and defection of Bome of her commanders, 8uch 
• ehall(6 of politiCi appeu feasible, a IIIwn Uwi prlvi-
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{lUS to the close of hostilities between her and Great 
Britain: simply two reasons (positive facts) need only be 
required-to sllnction the argument from ~he pulpit at 
Boston, and the whole line of sea board on her eastern 
frontier, the people chiefly Federalists, were exhorted to 
oppose the ruinous system of their Government; and 
seperate from tlte Union. And tbe creditofhef.Govenl
ment found it difficult to raise a million of dollars at the 
enormous interest of forty per cent.-Contradict me, -if 
ye can, ye mercenary usurers of Wall-street, New YQtk. 

Finding, according to information, the American side, 
the lines or boundary of seperation between tbe Unifed 
States, and Canada superior roads, Yle took OUI TOut for 
Canandagua, Lewistown, Queenstown, Niagara, &c; but 
American roads are at best like Amelican manners-very 
unpleasant; tbeir wooden brirlges tottering beneatb you. 
are extre~I'y dangerous, often rudely formed of trees 
placed, or resting only upon their extreme ends, and fre
quently a vacancy of a foot bdween. whicb obliges your 
hor~e to plunge or leap, and you and carriage exposed to 
the fav.ourable chance of axle-tree or neck breaking. 
Sucb public erections are aptly denominated, and clearly 
!letm.ed, gridiron bridges; yet altbougb thus continually 

D 2. 
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exposed to the erqui6ite aBtieipatioD of a delightful 
. .fini,h, 10U pal toll. 

t.ewi~toWll ahd QtleensfoWb, during the late war, 
were the licenes of action between the hostile troops of 
}:ugland and America, and heroes sleep no more remem
bered; the gallant and generous Brock, and no less 
bra'l'e Pike, the AmericllD Gen~ral, once contending, by 
sanguinary deeds and crimsoned glory, ambition's canse, 
and "very foot of ground now lie lodged in peace, nor 
willow bound their graves, or weepin~ cypress to mark 
the bed of honor. 

The Falls of Niagara are at once sublime and terrilic
one of nature's majestic phenomena; a minute descriptioD 
requires the philosopher's pen, or the poetic descriptioll 
of a Mihon or a Thomson. 

<. The roar of waters !--(rom the headlong IJeight 
Velino, cleaves the wave-worn precipice; 
The faJl of waters !-rapid as the light 
1'he flashing mass foams, shaking the abySl! 1 
The hdl of waters !-where they howl and hiss; 
And boil in endless torture; while the sweat. 
or their great agony, wrung out from this 
Their Phlegethon curls rouDd the rocks of jet 

That gird tile gilIt' around jg pitiless honon set," 
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" And mounts in spray the skies, and t1lence acaill 
Retul'ns in an unceasing shower, which )"OIUII!. 

With its nnempty'd cloud of gelid., rain, 
Is an eternal April to the grllund, 
)Iaking in all one emerald :-how profound 
The gulf! and how the giant element 
From rock to rock leaps with delirious bound, • 
Crushing the cliffs, which, downward worn and rent, 

With his fierce footsteps, yield in chasms a fearful ven~" 

" To the broad column \I hich rolls and sho\vs 
):lore like the fountain of an infant sea, 
Torn from the womb of mountains by the throes 
Of a new world, than only thus to be 
Parent of Rivers, which flow gushmgly, 
With many windiugs through the vale :-Look bark! 
La! where it comes like an eternity, 
As if to sweep down all things in its track, 

Charming the eye with dread,-A matchless cataract," 

•• Horribly beautiful! but on the verge, 
From side to side, beneath the glittering morn, 
An Iris sits, amidst the infernal surge, 
!.ike hope upon a death-bed, and, unworn 



THE WANDERER 

Its steady dyes, while all around is torn 
~, By the distracted waters, bears serene 

Its brilliant hues, with all their beamlil unshorD~ 

Resembling, 'mid the torture of the scene, 
love watching madness with unalterable mien. '" 

• The above quotation from the Founh Canto of CHILDS 
·l'JARoLD (words of fire) are applicable; tboy are worthy the 
lIli~hty genius of the greatest modern poet, and will outlive 
their noble author, and keep pace with time. Those lines, read 
by any persoR of a warm fancy in a fine Summer's morniJlg' in 
yie'9f of Niagara, and while the Iris beams en his eye, would eJloo

alaim-" This indeed is the lan,uage of enraptured poetry!" 
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CHAP. VI. 

We crossed Lake Ontario in a steam boat, and (oun.! 
ourselves 18 York, the seat of Government for Upper 
Canada; it is somewhat ludicorous to call it so, but so it 
is, and an amiable character presides as Governor-Sir 
P. Maitland. 

I know not exactly the nature of the accusatioa 
!trought by Mr. Gourlay aglainst its executive, before the 
British House of Commons; but I will hazard an opi
nion, Sir Peregrine lIaitlaild i$ not dir~ctly included ill 
any complaint of a perversion of duty, or obliquely cen· 
sured 11:1 guilty ofa connivallce at the deftctioll of otherii. 
I ~IUlgt. propllS6 4!ll.ch bUHlbl.e responsibility for the virtue 
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of some of its members, because I am confident dishQ
»ourable and interested corruptIOn has taken place. Sir 
Peregrine had, and has yet, much to contend with: the. 
~enaturs, Representatives and Magistrates are nominally 
British subjects, but it wonld be a bold assertion to say, 
they possessed British bosoms, prone tp cherish Britain'i 
weal. I am of opinion, no, but like the Vicar of Bray. 
would change sides with indifference: several of them 
are Yankees from Connecticut and Vermont, in the ma
gisterial department; and unfortunately their boyhood 
was in those days ere the existence of Charity Schools.
Mr. Gourlay's affaiflii was thus mildly communicated b1 
SirP.:-

" In the course of yonr investigation you wiJI, I douh,' 
,Jlot, feel a just indignation at the attempt which has been 
made to excite discontent, and to organize sedition.
Should it appear to you, that a Convention of Delelratt:ll 
cannot exist withont danger to the Constitution, i~ fra
ming a law of prevention, your dispas~ionhte wisdom 
will be careful that it shall not unwarily trespass on that 
sacred right of the subject-to seek a redreas (Jf hill 
grievances by petition." 

The absence of Sir P. and the Hon. Judge Powen, fa\l 
ell.c€lIoot character) from the seat of ,"overDment, lletll\" 
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.a us at York a short time. as I had the honor of 
leiters to each; during-whirh vacation I took staff in 
hand, or rather a fuwling pit:ce, and accompanied hy an 
affectionate frIend-he whom no sinecure or splendid 
patronage could corrupt-he whom the wintry wind or 
summer's torrid heat could not alienate his faithful sin
eereattacioment, (lesson to mankind.)-Gratefully I re
cord thy name, for ever absent, lost, ever-remembered, 
ROLLA ;-not the virtuous Peruvian, b-ut of a race 
eqnally honest. Thus attended, but in appearance rather 
grotesque-an enormous chapeall, manufactured of a 
kind of silk y grass, possessing the properties of elasti
city, lightness and strength, bombazeen jarket ami 
trowsers, yellow mockasons, no stockings and ba.re neck, 
I tl'aversed the ·banks of Lake Erie,an inland sea, which 
evolves a mighty volume of pellucid expanse, and 
through bush, brake, bog and brier, vi"ited the busy 
fast improving towns of lUalden, Sandwich, Amherst
berg, River Thames, &c. and the extreme boundary of 
Canada to the westward. The land I found excellent; 
;rich .Ioams, limes, and a frequeut mixture of a sandy soil 
upon a rich clay; such variety exists in the neighboUJ_ 
hood of Doncaster aDd Tuxford (England,) and a deep 
black soil, like the prolific Lincolnshire fens, was often 
observable. Thus blessed with the best climate of that 
unbounded Continent, seemed only to require British in
dustl'y to reap the abundant bounty of an Almighty be
nefactor. Here, were it possible to cement in bonds of 
friendship, three or four families, who like Castor and 
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Pollux, could sufi'er no ~hange, and like the laws of the 
Medrs and Per-siaf/$, remain unalterable, in sicknessot 
in h~aJth; to sUl'h I could prononnce and warrant com. 
plete success. Sunolind~d by plenty, in retired and 
social happiness, here taxation tortures not, nor legioos 
of excilemen desolate the land;-

" But o'er tbeir labour liberty'and law impartialwatcb." 

Returned to York, the object of my mission being ra
tified, we prepared for our departure, agreeable to a prior 
engagement I had made, and descended Lake Ontario by 
the steam boat, Frontinac, to Kingston, the distance two 
jlUndred miles; and this beautiful ~harming Lake affords 
ma.y views whi('h might have delighted a Claude. We 
found Kingston a military station like York, but more 
e:itensive and populous, being likewise a naval depot; 
and the fine ships St. Lawrence, and Psyche, nowon the 
stocks, I hope are destined to transmit unsullied to pas. 
terity a NELSON'fi fame-an EXMOUTH'S fortitude. In 
the neighbourhood farms were to sell or let, and I again 
repeat, decidedly for an Eng'lish Farmer, from beflce to 
the western boundary is the most eligible situation; 
yet, and I speak doubting'ly, I am apprehensive the wil
derness is little understood in England. Let me observe, 
it is a bold undertaking to s~ek in its mazes an English 
home. The Americans are excellent forest pioneers; 
with axe on shoulder, (and no man can use that instru
Rlenl like tbem,) tbey face tbe labyrinth-not so John 
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Dull-He wants neighbours shaped something I;ke him
Gelf; not the gaunt wolf, or rugged bear, whose domici
liary visits by night are dissipated by day, with the an
nopnce of armed musquitos, and thefascinating con
cert IIf countless choirs of crickets, grasshoppers, and 
bull-frogs. 

During my stay here, the in\'itation of some country
men, led me to suppose the sport of shooting I should 
find and enjoy; but the continual apprehension of dis
turbing the repose of some ugly inhabitant of the desert, 
or my legs coming in contact with the twining qfee. 
tions of snakes and serpents cooled the ardour of my 
propensi ty. Fl'om Kingston we d€scended the Ri ver St. 
Lawrence, by the steam-boat, as fal' as Prescot, a small 
mllitary station, and the remainder of the distance, 146 
miles, in an aquatic vehicle, called a Durham boat. The 
rapids, as they are called, are truly astonishing, and l'e
specting' these singular curiosities, various have been the 
conjectures, and many vague, and even superstitious. 
opinions, assigneJ as the cause; the princi pal ones are 
Langsoult Cedars, Split Rock, and Cascades; the formel' 
of these is considered nin6 miles in length, yet such was 
the velocity of speed, that in twelve minutes fifteen se. 
conds we completed the distance; the othpl's are not so 
long, nor have they that rapidity of distracted stream, 
but more frightful than a gale of wind aDd the Buy of 
Biscay;-an endless, unceasing, unwitigating, violent 

E 
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agitation, in shert broken billows,Joll-ming in milky rag!", 
are the characteristics, and surh appeared to my .hallow 
comprehensiell eeuld only be thus bridly accounted fllr; 
At some period, frolll some unknown cause, large frag
ments ef broken rocks h .. ve become concelltrat~d at the 
different places, in irregular positions, cr a rucky bottom 
has become rugg~d, 1'1'0111 some vinlel,t ('ollcu~,ion ef na
ture, probably an earthquake, as such are not affected 
by season or weather. 

It is a compliment due to the Canadians employed in 
navigating the numerous boats and l,at/emlX up anci 
down this fine, this second river in the world, that 110 

lIIen on earth labour more; yet the ditty (In corrupt 
French) serves as a stimulus to exertien. "'e passed 
several small towns, both English and American, en ei
ther side of its banks, the land generally improving ill 
cllltivation. On entering lower Canada, the change is 
visible; the crucifix at every turn, or at the doors, the 

'grinning wooden spectres ef mutilated saints, from the 
Holy Virgin down to Madam Bridget, or the poor devil
,,'orried St. Anthony.-lIail, hail, imposing Bigotry! 
art thou really a hlessing or a cUI'se to mall? said 1;
the idol answtring an affirmative to the former, be
cause, like Ig'uorance, my votaries are happy. On the 
right bank of the river we left cur boat at an Indian 
settlement, called Coc/tenolwga, and crossed the river to 
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La Chine; and this we found the most dangerous part 
of our river exculsiou, for our ferryman was either a 

• criminal or a stupid student of (,IIUTon, as a leaky 
boat placed us, in a very cold afternoon, aukle deep in 
water; at length we discovered two distinct holes in the 
boat's bottom, which cavities were filled with two dis
tinct t"umbs-stilll\lon~ieur Jean Baptiste gaily rowed 
away and sung iu French, while I surly thumbed away 
and d-d in English. Arrived at length in this Cana
dian Mart, l\'lontreal, supper and retirement closeu the 
day. 

l\fontreal is a large city, on a reg'ular plan, in its ori
ginal design, but very irregular and in a disjointed 
manner jumbled together; streets extremely filthy, are 
dedicated to i;ome saint, withont exception, the prin
cipal one to St, Paul: but I believe that saint, in the 
course of his pedestrious mission through Greece, Tarsus 
or Jern'alem, neyer found a more polluted one. I hall 
often heard that Muntreal was an degaut place; it is no 
compliment, and far from flattery, to tell its inhabi
tants that it is the dirtiest place in all America, and 
unequalleti both in public and private nuisances, and 
want of common cOllven". nee, at once obnoxious to health 
and decency. The Canadians, who form the majority 
of its community, are passionatdy fond of gurlic; their 
houses are consequtnlly impre:rnated with the sickly 
efflilvia of thilt I'got, hi~hly offensive to passengers in 
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their narrow streets. In summer time, happJly of short 
duration, the heat is intolerable; the thermometer, fre
quently at 105, is ~oo/ly and deliberateiy augmented by 
a custom which would be "more honored in the breach 
than in the observance; that is their churches and roofs 
of houses are covered with tin, and their doors and shu" 
ters cased in sheet iron; the glittering of the former, I 
suppose, is to attract tl.ieves and the latter to puzzle 
tl,em,-such being combined together, impart a kind of 
furnace-like atmosphere. The principal church is Notre 
Dame, or Catholic Church, and a very handsnme build
ing it is; but its interior demands a few observations 
which I shall briefly make, such that would, a few months 
ago, (had I been in his power) have conferred on me 
all the hOROrs and blessings of the righteous Inquisition: 
he, the gallant Ferdinand, whose embroidered piety, 
and the imperishable sanctity of an Apotheosis, and for 
crimes and ingratitude yields to the ambitious degrada
tion of a man-milliner, and attempts to bribe the rage of 
ill-requited heaven with-a petticoat! 
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CHAP. VII • 

••• 

SUCH enlightened and distinguished characters as a 
FINGAl" a NORFOLK, a PETRE, a STOURTOI'l, a 
SHREWSBURY, an ARUNDEL, a THROCKMORTON, 

and an amiable Gloucestershire worthy 'and henevolent 
CANNING, are not slaves to dogmas and bigotry; snch 
they consider truly what they ar~-rowerfulanxlliariesto 
politic rule in all countries: and of, II creeds, th~ Catho
lic religion is almost invisible in the United States; harm
less, loyal, faithful, and brave, in Canada;-iu Ireland, 
oppressed ;-in Fl"dnce, bed. id,ten; Portng'al and Italy 
still r~tain th"ir expiring' vitality; and in Spain pro
bably the rtcellt trunsfer of pohtie llOwa lll',y induce 
men to think lor thelllselves-not by pl'o,ry, Oil the most 
essential point and import; but as the ll'iethodists ob-

E 2. 
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ilenre, " Faith" is every thing. It is not my province 
to otfend, and far, far indeed from a desire, but surely 
as a traveller, I may promulgate any trifle gleaned on my 
way. The int~rior of Notre Da1/le is truly p!egant; 
but I am sucb a stupid, incorrigible rascal, that I pre
fer, in spite of tyrant custom, nature to art. I am not 
a connisseur of fashion, but rather an ungallant antiqua
ry: one mistake appeared to me visible; tither such 
Was tho: eXl'ess of ~nthnsiasm in oth~rs, or a proof of my 
want ot mod~rn taste, tberdore to tbe score of ignorance 
on my part I will add this deticiency of judgement.
The Virgill, according to the Bethlehem costume, eigh
teen centuries ago, would, agreeable to bel' rank as the 
betrothtd wife of a carpellter, be habited in simple, un_ 
adol'Ded attire-tbe pure embltm of chaste allectioni 
,not as portrayed, a giddy girl of fifteen, decorated with 
;irtificial flowers, white satin shoes, and all tbe, ppenda
gtS of English fashion, thus rt:s~mbles more a lemale 
opera dancer, than a serions alld sedate Syrian matron. 
This church, like ils ~xtenslve academy, gives bread to 
num Lerless priests; here too are some halt dozen con. 
vents for blu.bing virgins, who have abjured tbe world, 
and the shocking men who reside in it. Some of these 
teuder damsels, those particularly of the order of St. 
U roula, I considered 70; but a life so recluse soon wears 
the iIIarks of time. These inconsisll-nt abodesofmisan. 
throllY "lid spotless virtue are, externally, considered the 
final close of humall passions; it may be so; but I 
b~ve fre'luently iuuulged an wlchiUitablt: thought-Iha\ 
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as several of the priests are well-looking youn~ men, and 
SQme of these ill1l11Lt~IlILtte "!lmphs young and beautiful, 
(I do not mean by the bye, the antiquated dames of St. 
Ursula,) but the youthful victims at the shrine of St. An
toinette, or White Nuns; yea, verily, I have thought a~ 
these happy rogues have by spintuallegation, free access 
to these handmaids of VestLt. whether the unconquerable 
power of sllJiling ilTesistibte ClIpid, 01' t~e stell! g-ravity 
(If 1110llLtstic l'ule has predominated," 

Having business, I left my family in Montreal, and 
by steam-boat, Lad!l St.erbrolJke, descended the St • 

.. I am unfortunately ';0 imperfect a Theologi:it as to reject 
the power of grantint;' mortal absolution, and am ,,0 grussly stu .. 
IJid as to suppose such rather increases than dimiuishes vice; 
J»ecause official perquisites and emancipation are reciprfJcal con. 
tracts. ElOpunge tbe one, tbe otber will witber. 

PROMPT PAYMEST,-A culprit made application in Montreal, 
for SUl'h white wa:.bing: the CriDlI:! hay~stealing, and for sucb 
ben£dictioll the fee of balf a dollar wa< uemanded---a dollar be
ing ten· (ered, the absolver nut having change, wa" told with the 
utmost" san., froid" to keep tbe whole, as he, thi! absolvtd, in
tended to POSIieSS bimself of tbe remainder of tbe bay. 
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I.awrenre to Quebec, by way of Berlheir, Trois Rivi~re, 
nr Three Rivers, ~t. Anne, St. Augustine, &c.-and 
found it the slovenly sj8t~r of Montreal, and, as usual, 
\"w, physic, and auctioneers furnish the catalogue of 

.I'cspectables. On the plains of Abraham,'in its imme-
diate environs, you are shewn the stone (a~ they say) up
<1n whir'h t'xl'ired the immortal WOLF":; they may "tell 
Ihis to the m~ines, but the sailors wo'nt believe it." 
A melallcholy gloom at this period prevailed at Quebec, 
and through Canada from the fo\lowing" cause. Before 
rjuitting this capital, I visited the Cathedral, and paid a 
tributary rcsp .. ct of sad regret, and such willing homage 
was increaspd at th .. awful uncertainty of human life, 
while statue-like, I pOlu\ered n'er the !l"rave of a recent 
illustriolls tenant-that grave which contailled the torpid 
remains of mortality, who but a few weeks before I had 
seen active and vigorous, and SucIT physical elastiCIty I 
barl so recel,tly oppost·d in the t,·nllis-rourt at K illgston, 
whose urbanity I can never f<ilI'g-et-CHAIlLES Duke of 
R [(;H)ION D-whose ul1tirn~ly death waS a public: loss 
and a public sorrow; he who, it seernerl, was orduineJ 
by fate to undertake the Herrulean ta"k, and cleanse the 
" .tlllflean St .• ble."-I returned to c\IolJtn aI, alJd HOW 

comlllt'llced all illness (dysentery and bilious affection,) 
which yet remains, thollgh less malignant, a ruin
ous companion. The ",holt'some beverage of duty 
and industry I had fondly rai;;ed to drink deep, 
but the J:'urjes dashed the chalice fmID Illy lip ere 
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I had tasted; and then I drank huge draughts of sorrowt 
down, and banquetted on my tears; 

Ah what avails the largest gifts of Heaven, 
When drooping Health and Spirits go amiss, 
How tasteless then whatever can be given; 
Health is the vital principle of bliss. 

THOMSON. 

as such affliction blighted the fair prospect, and COD

signed me a prey to medical imrostors, heavy una
voidable expences, and an inhospitable p~ople. I 
know not whether such was the dfect of an impure 
atmosphere, or the more impure water of that part of 
the St. Lawrence; but I have reason to suspect the 
lauer, if I may judge from its offeusive margin, and 
polluted element, which receives all without purgation 
of tide, and such is the water in gelleral use tor every 
purpose. 

A singular circumstance took place in l\fontreal 
November 9, 1819-an occurrence that completely ex
posed prophecy and superstition; but I must recur to 
priestcraft, as my story is embodied in its fallibility. 
The morning was unusually dark, and contiuued so 
until 3 o'clock P. M.-blue lightning in a north west
erly direction of the horizon iJlumin'd the dellse re
gion, in a rapid succession of flash and approach, and 
-after a remarkable vivid strealll "I Ihis awlul e1emellt, 
(like a m.teor,l it wail iucceeded by such t1i~n-
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der as lions tremble at. It. ha. for years been a pre! 
valent aud accepted opinion in Montreal, an,ongst the 
Catholics, cherlsh'etl and sanctioned by the priests
that the island is doomed to total destruction by some 
terrible visitation, and this they supposed the hour 
of retribution; from morning early the church was 
crowded with priests, nuns and laity-but, strange 
to tell, notwithstanding high mass, wax lig-hts, and 
decorated saiuts, the electric fluid set their fane on 
fire, by ignitiug the tow"r coutaining the bells-the 
only injury done by the tempest; the rain, black as 
ink; fell in torrents, yet in the ilamediate environs of 
the chun'h, many huudrtds w."re kneeling, who could 
not gain admission, nor dared they have presumed to 
move, had all the plagut-s 01 Egypt assailed their ddu
ded, d~voted heads. The fire attracted the alarm of 
the inhabitants, and SOIDe seaIDen bdunging to Eng_ 
lish ships, with other inuividuals, requested, from lhe 
('omnwnder of the Faltliflll, and from a pal t 01 /lis 
flo(-k, to assist in extingnlshiug the sallle; this reason. 
ahle request was j(Jlblduen 011 pain of excolllmu"ica. 
tioll. A t length the Seamen and othtrs succeeded, 
and received as a kind 01 salvage, about t~n dollars; 
but as a climax or ascendancy of enlig'htened bigotry, 
many indivIJuals, who rould afford fl.ight, crossed 1he 
SI. Lawreuce to a suppostd laud oj safety. 

~evel''' winter now cnmmenc,-d her gloomy reign ~ 
fuel in great dtmantl, and in price excessive; aud a.. 
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my attendant disease h-rame more rnnl'rmed and vi~ 

olent, 10 Innuve immeuiately was imr-,,,Lie antl in 
six weeks, from a fuurlcen-sluue \1"'11; I teroIl'" the 
,r;!tosl 01 an apology lor sue-h uf nine ,lent'. Th,s kind 
of Ir"n,ition is One of the ,'111,,'rlllliu "d,_'I1I/I",:,-""' of 
ellligratIOn, w:nch authors have ddicat, Iy wiib-hdd : ",m 
th" public; but as J d .. n"t PO'-','8S such reserve, I 
thiuk it essenlial, and, in my humble opiliion, of the 
highest importance and most n,uleri"1 cOllseqlletlCe, to 
tdl a British people, especially those it may concern 
to know-there are in every part of the American 
('oll,iueut, wholesale thi'ln,'r. of the land continually 
in existence, in the retilllle uf fevers, yellow, PUI
pie, scarlet, black, bilious and intermittent ague, 
dyselltery, cholera morbus, &e. &r.-Aud now, O' 

. stern remembl'ance, softeu thy Jig-orous dttail 01 hu
man snfiering-s in a land I blush to acknowledge its 
rulers, but I am conlident without the COIlClllTellCe of 
the Parent GovernmclJl; Su< h is a pal t of that vile sys
tem that explaills my meaning iu Illy observation, I'C

lati,'e to that power Sir P. 31aitlaud has and yet eoul
bats, at MOlltlcaI. A spirited renJl,nstrance, appeal, 
and painful exposition, was made by the grand Jury to 
the supreme power, that is, the Judges and Magis_ 
tmtes, rdative to the prison and prisoners, wbich 
"out-herod's Herod;" anti iu th,' cOUll'alisulI the 
Parisian Bastile was the sanrtua,y of cOillpas.ioll!
Bles8,d ,';hade 01 Howuld, descend from thy blissful 
mallSion, and te"ch these deputed gU<\I-dians of firilisb 
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subjects thy creed of sympathy !-and tell them the hap-. 
less victims of guilt alld sorrow have a claim, consisten' 
with safety and justice, on the pitying alieviatioJl of tile 
«hildren of humanity. 

U Tis an unweeded garden" 
That gTows to seed; thing!! rank and grosl in nature 
Possess it mere-Iy." 

But Montreal is not the place for misfortune to seek an 
asylum in; here are no pitying institutions; oh yes, one 
that is a Sunday School, and an attempt at another,-a 
• Bible Society, which is not so much in de maud as the 
,spirit of the book, and sum total of divine precept and 
sacrrd history, Charity. Heavenly Maid, this, this is 
thine.-If a man supplicates bread, to cram a bible down 
his throat, it might be considered a pious swallow, but 
Dot SO easy of digestion as its magnitude in the sbape of 
roast beef. 

To Colonel Burer and the officers of the 37th Regi
ment, and to Colonel M'Gregor and officen of the 70th 
public gratitude is due; they as British Soldiers felt 
the misery of their hapless countrymen-exiles in an in-

• The Imperial" Cz«r" i. a friend to Bihles, yet·the mag-., 
nanimous " Ru~s" would willingly Pocket Empires; SUhjugate 
tbe World and Enslave l\hnkind. 

That Garrulous old Woman at the head of the Btmrhon Dy
n.\ty, in.okes the God of St. Luui., to enable tb. French to cut 
the Spaniard. Throats, and wink't at tbe Massacre of Prol •• t«11.'/s, 
at Ni.m,. in Franc.,--.such is Piety, such i. Gratitude. 
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dement season, and knowing the vortex of fashion could 
be transformed into the stream of Charity, couverted the 
drnma iuto the magic illusion: thus, while the respective 
taleuts ofthesegallant Sons of Mars honored Melpomene 
and Thalia, they shed a lustre 011 humanity, while 
pity dropped a tear of gratitude in behalf of pale sorrow, 
and r~gistered a blessing in heaven. I am most anxious 
to recommend to these North-Westers-these ~lolltreal 

dealers in pot-ash, musk-rat, and bear-skins, Benevo
lence, and shame their frigid apathy, else I would at_ 
tempt matter more essential. Recent emigl'ants were 
perishing or seeking, by broken hearts, premature graves! 
" TeIl not these truths in Oath," or hide your dimi
nished heads, ye who know these thing~. Would the 
Arab, the decry'd Algerine, or much-injured, libelled 
African suppose, that in January, 1820, a man (a North
umbrian) and his-wife were on the bed of death, unno
ticed but not unknown-on one side, the corps of a 
child, and on the other side, a younger one, expiring, 
snrrounded by meagre want, Iriendless and forlorn !-No 
no, not friendless; for thy mercy, Eternal Deity, accept
ed the sigh and ejaculation of fast fleeting misery i
thus they breathed their last, and fled for and found 
" another and a belter world!" 

In quitting Canada, I cannot but wonder why Eng_ 
laud retains so unprofitable an appendage ill htr domi
nions; the only answer that can be made is Patronage. 

F 
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One haIf is boundless snow, and the other half liter. 
ally a wilderness: it is a colony maintained at an 
enormous expeocf. Two distillct branrhes of Gov~rn
mf'nt, a mihtary and naval establishment, and no dired 
or IDdirect, system of taxation to make any rdurn, except 
a small import duty; but I place enquiry on the shelf, 
like all unfliShionahle lJill in ~t. SIt'phen's Chapel-to 
hp read thi" da!l six mouths. Iu addition, on the bOUB
ty 01 Government, rely numerous Indian Tribes, oflittle 
value in peace 01' war-as few of them possess a Tecum
seh's Iire.-This bralCe, undaunted Indian, after the death 
of his friend and patron, Sir Isaac Brocke,ionnd no kiudt'cd 
spirit with whom to "ct; but stung with grief alld in
dignation, dt~r upbraiding in angry just and biuer sar
casms, the ntreat of our forces, his great soul, lI11equal 
to the task of fortitude, impetuous he rushed on a corps 
of cavalry, whose lead'l'he~upp(),ed the American Gene
J'al Hall'ison and like the gallaut Shaw, of Waterloo ce
lebTlly, not uutil othtlS fell by his arm, was he himself 
numbered with the dean.* 

.. After the fall of POD" Teoumseh, so terrible, while living 
wa'i his ('uUN;f'OUS IMme to tbe American troups, that although 
lie .ltoeked thew singly, ,\Dol rei! at last b) tbe bands of Colo
nel Johnson, one generdl shollt took Vi.!ct', and tbey actually ip 

llarrow ~t~il'", as 1Il0morialS, GALLANTLY took oft'bis &kill! 
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TO THE 

••• 
TECUMSEH has no grave, but eagles dipt 
Their rav'D1ng btaks, and drank his stout heart's tide, 
Leaving his bones to whiten where he died. 
His skin by Christian tomahawks WU~ stripp't 
From the bare fibrts. tllll'ot,nce 01 pride! 
Triumphant o'er the earth-worlD, but in vain; 
D·-elllmg th' 1I11paS,rve spirit to deride, 
Wh.cb nothing or immortal knows no pain. 

Might ye torment him to this earth agaiD 
That w~re an agony; his children's blood 
Delug'c1 his soul, and like a firey flood, 
S(,Mch'd up his ('ore of being; then the stain 
Or fll):ht was on him, and the wringing thou~hl, 
He should no more the crimriOn hatchet raise, 
Nor driuk from kindred lips his song of praise, 
So liberty, he deem'd, with liie, chedply bought. 
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CHAP. VJlIL 

After every known recipe and surgical amusement had 
tortured, ineffectually, my emaciated frame, a return to 
native air was pronounced by the illegitimate sons of 
Messrs. Galen ~ lEsculapius, my last resource, and I 
Jeft Montreal, not as the contemplating sage would the 
Ruins tlf Palmira, or a Grecian Temple, with regret; 
nor had I the parting curiosity of J'/rs Lot.-In a::;leigh 
we crossed the river St. Lawrence, which was a carr.~ge 
without wheels, open sides, ornamented with a kiud of 
curtain, drawn by four excellent horses: and we re<tched 
the town of La Prairie, the distanre of nine miles in 
"ne hour and tweuty minutes, through stupendous moun. 
tains of ice, and chasms of wiutry desolatIOn. This mode 
of travdling was nuvel, and rather unpleasant at this 
period; for flesh and bQ~I~ had dissolved partllership. 
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and I fonod myself rather too tranlparent, to encounter 
the chance of limb di~lo('ation; but wmpt in the skiD 
of a buffalo, and ,I seal-skin ('ap, I preferred the pure air, 
although cold and piercing-. to the stewing exalation of 
stoves within doors. On the folil.wing morning, after 
leaving St. John's we cH'ssed Lake Champlain, and our' 
driver exclaillled,," Therr the!lare." "What?" said 1 
" Why the British ship';" and the scene of actioo; 
pointed out wht're England's navy suffered shameful de
feat; the captive fled were sad trophies 01 the fight. 
My friend Jeh,,'s remark, wue true, but rather galling
ly unple,;sallt: this was the third exhibition orthe killd, 
I had seeu the vanquished '-Iotilla ofL"k, Erie. and the 
crest-fallen Gllerrier. Ntither Nelson nor Cochrane 
w,.s there-a pe,"pective of \1 e,tmillster Abbey, 01' 

th"t monitor, .. Englaud expects every man to do his 
duty." 

We proeeerled rapidly on by way ofSwantQD, Burling
ton,Vergtullis,Cambridge,~:alem,l.allsinburgh,and l",y, 
to Albany. Burlington and !lalenl are pretty towns, 
formed of wood, e1eg'antly pamted, reS. mLling band. 
b"xes. Returning to our uld qllarters in Albany, a good 
fire and a welcome look 100m mille host aud his clean 
/l'ood-telllpered spous~, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, State-street, 
re-allillloted our frozen trames; and as a skilful M. D. 
was recolllln .. llded, and pron"un('ed infallible, prudencf>
and hope prompled a hah tor a tew d"ys. 

F 2. 
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This being the i!eason of Legislation for the state of 
New York, our boarding-house was honored by the M. 
P. presence of about ten of these dig'nified Representa
tives; and I flattered myself, in proud conceit, I should 
have found Socrates, Cicero, Demosthenes, and a few 
more such lumiRaries, and concluded that taciturnity, I 
had so much condemned in others, was my only retreat, 
where I could listen and learn. The Hon. Speaker, ;)[r. 
Spencer, one of our guests, I found a pleasant. well in-. 
formed gentleman, animated in conversation, shrewd in 
remark, g'enerally ('orrect, and candid in opinioll; but I 
found not a second among his Idlow labourers in th" 
vineyard of public good. Nationalities will cre.,p inlG 
chat, and wben sucb condude amicably, they serve to 
sweeten, enliven, and improve. The British ami Ame
rican navy b. came a tOPIC, aDd a wise logician, in the 
shape ofa furtHer, (an M. P.) observed, after an immense 
len);'lh of fust iun had been measured and hestowed un 
Pl'fry. Decatur, Bainbridge, Macomb, Hull, i\l'Don:lg'h, 
JOlles, and Lawrence, "the Eng'lish for years past, had 
bee II ,,"ly accustoll,ed 10 Frtnch and Spanish contests, 
unli,i the bte Alllerican war, which had proved thesupe_ 
rior tactics am! physical powers of the Aruericans." 

" It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury .. ' 

Unwilling my friend Chopstick should carry his point 
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by boarding, I opposed him from the main-chains of truth, 
and luckily silenced by a broad side the cannonades of 
his volubility.-" If, Sir, you would refer your memory 
so far back as the painful recollection of the SlwlInoll and 
C/iuapeakf<, you will find that the only instance where 
personal uno individual strength w:rs brOl~ght into action; 
the result of that memorable day all the world kllows;
the brave Lawrence flattered much, and promised more
even the cOlnpany of cup/it'e Broke, to dine with the 
'Bostonians; but alas! the triumphal baked meats did 
but coldly furnish forth the funeral table! the fate of the 
English ships, 1Uucedunicr, Gllerrier, Jawl, Frolic, ~c. 
was the chance of the contest as regarded wind, position, 
weight of metal, and number of mell; and, Sir, you will 
recollect, an American frigate, )"ted at 36 gut.s, i, equal 
in every appointment to an English 50-gun ship."
These law-makers are pleasantly situated during the ses
sions, which generally contimws four months, enjoying a 
salary of sev~n dollars p"r day, for yea ~lld nay, assent 
0)' dissent; but as there was no vacancy, I did not ask 
for a place. I thought this payment for Representation 
rather novel, and though quite agreeable to the Repre
sentatives, seems a burthen to the people, but public vir
tue is a hollow name; few, indeed, possess its patriot 
dignity and courage in any country. 

u Tak, Ql~ag arli6iti<m .". vvnity and wher~ will be you.' H"." 
1'1' P14tri.u." S~~ECA. 
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The invitation of a gentleman of the Ameriean Bar, 
not a Bur-riste., but a v' l'y respf'ctable worthy publican 
induced me to accompany him in his Sleigh, drawn by 
two beautiful blood horses, to Boston, and we skimmed 
along famouslv OVer the hlan .. hed surface; indeed I ad
mir~ this method of travelling.-Boston is a town more 
ancient in its appearance than any in ,'\merica, and its 
inhabitants are a very civil people. On my return to 
Albeny, we proceeded, wile, childr~n, and bag-gage, to 
Ntw York, MyoId acquaintance and Euglish towns
man, Mr. S. a cdebrated glasS manufacturer, strongly 
urged me to accompany him to Phihdelphia, Baltimore, 
Charleston, and Washington, adding, no e.rpe/lf'e should 
be incurred to me, as "how d'ye do? would occnr so 
fr~queutly on our way, that such aD uuple~saut "olllpa
ni"" 10 sl.udt·r tinanl'''s w"uld 1I0t attelld us.-Philo.uel
phia is rather more than handsollle,or it is an elegant 
city; streets much dan. r thau New York, run parrallel, 
anti as its mhabitants are a far mllre .no.al pwple, knu
fJer,I/ seellls less iu d,.maud.-Baitill.ore Wa~ ill the uuys 
of Colon;:,1 Reg-.'ne Ihe focllS .. r iilshi"II, allJ it is nnW 
as is supposed Ih" most w~althy. Dtmorracy reigns 
hlTe in all .Is glory; but their han I! h. s herOIn!; the 
ffudezvous oj piral~s, acrordillg t,· the observati(lIls in 
COllgrtss.-LharltSloH IS : he "bod~ "I plankrs a lid dtal_ 
ers in cotto", rice, hUlIIuII sorrow alld t"bar'co; htrt the 
peslileuce oftell .. eill""';' allll suddenly r"l\s to an eternal 
accoullt tht 'Ylant, II. I I" l'oliztr, "lid Irets from the 
despolic rultr, many a bUl"lhelled slave. 
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Washington is the seat of government; this city "'as 
net created by a natural course of events, I" by a politi
cal speculation. Tho: unfinished plan sllpp,"ses an im: 
Dlense growth, but its situation prohibits that supposition 
ever being realized. Perhaps If the tIDe in terest of the 
Union was considered, it would rather bt held sacred to 

Science, Philosophy, the Arts, and Legislation, and kept 
holy from commercial avarice, to whi ch the ruembers of 
different states may repair to breathe an atmosphere un
tainted by local prej udices, and find golden Itisure for 
pnrsuits and speculations of public utility. The coun
try around Washington is proverbially barl'en.-Thdol
lowing anecdote I beg leave to call in, from which I may 
deduce proof. My friend had about f'ighteen months 
before sent a package of glass to his WaRhingtun cus
tomer, and followed in persou; on opening thi. package 
at the door of the tradesman in the street, a herd of 
hungry cows, seting aud espying a rich banquet of strow, 
came full gallop, and without leave or ,!!;r"ee, beg'lll Ihe 
glo"ious gorge; opposition W3S qu€sticuable while 
thus they stood in apprehension pale, aLd in couucil tltep; 
fear sugg'ested flight, on this unittd suppositlOn-Wdl 
not those voracious devils eat us ?-l\fter thi, awful (a
tastrophe, my friend and the trade'man were hJlu~lJtilig 

in doleful narratiwe the disaster and 106s; for tile un
mannered brutes had, in their hasty relli'st sWtllloll'ed 
an excellent decanter! This complaint being illUde at the 
laveI'll 01 a Frenchman, he thus consoled Iht:ir grief;
,:' Vat de devt,l, you grUlUbl1l bout lOU \'on d~C<Allt~ire! 
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V ~t de devel you tink ?-M,Y vife vash a de mine nine 
rutiel shirts, and hang a d~1O at de door to dry UpOIl de 
lille;-vd, vat you suppos? vop cot tam ('ow eat a de", 
all up!-Tam you, VOD dlcantaire!-Vat Y01l tink 
DOW?" 

Returned to New York, we began to think of Europe 
haviag wandered suffi'i~lItly east, ,,~st, uorthandsollth; 
to obtaiu every iuformation relative to this New World. 
lodted, from th~ lOaoy dIsappointed anll ruin returned 
emillTilnts I had Seen from the Western St-ates "f Ohio, 
IlllllOis, Tennesse, Indiana, and Mis.ouri, I felt no de
~i re to prO('e~d further; and as such states have been 
th~ attractive point ot enu!!,ration, I will faitb:ully e~

pose the wicked fallacy ot MI'. Bi,kbeck, of whom I 
hav~ already complained respecting such States. 

A circumstance took place at this period in New 
York, Marr'h, 1820, which o('('upied public op nioll in 
a v~rv exltmsive, though not del'ided manner. A. Mr. 
Stoughtlln., son ot the i'lpauish Consul at Npw York, and 
a Mr. Goodwin, a Yankee CitiUII, had prevIOusly dif. 
fered in opmion on some trifling ocCasioll, and h',ppell
jng' to 1\l~l't in Broad",,,y, the latter attempted t" impose 
a kind of ('hastisement, hy the application of his ('ane 
ou' the shoulder of the forme.', which being prevented 
by the latter catching holu of thp same, the former hold. 
in~ fast drew from this tube a sword or blade, alld bf 



IN AMERICA 

OlD allonge, instantly dispatched poor Stoughton, the de
'voted victim 01 his sanguinury disposition. This me
lantholy event O('cDrring in the most public stred, and 
Dlid-day, waS observed by numerous passers by, whose 
testimony and c"rruborating e"idence authorized the 
Coroner's Inquest, without he511ation or duubt, to return 
a ve,dict of lVi1fu1 il4!1rder against Goodwin, petfectly 
satistacto! y to the public at large; 

u But ,.ld from law, it takes out the sting." 

For would it be supposed a Grand Jury, under such cir
cUllistances-that '"_ if Ihey had I hill~S called cOll"'i"D_ 
ces-f'onld reject such irrelrd!;~ble tv,d· w'e, and call 
it lUulIslullgltter? ar,d tiDally smuggle and compromise 
the busiDe.-s over a segar and a boose 01 g-in toddy, at 
Juoge Spellcer's lod\(lUgs !-thy potent charm, ll!l~hty 

;\ini('all Or-e, has wonderful influence over AUiencan 
integrity. 
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CBAP~ IX . 

., Eye Natnre's walks-.hout folly as it flies," 

WAITING for a ship, I had leisure to transfer from the 
daily ledger of memory to paper, any circumstance of 
moment, or singular for its eccentricity.-Travellers 
ofteu apologize for not 8e~ing this or tbat, as it was in
"onvenient, and they postponed it until an opportunity 
.. 1I0~ to be found in the hoary register of Time." 

America, unlike Europe and Asia, affords but little 
to gratify the philosopher, or the man of taste; but the 
hUDlorist, 01' military character, may find a wide and am
Ille field to indulge whim or profeisional remarks; and 
I ;.m inclined to think, the dangers of an Atlantic trip 
would be amply remunerated to ~uch, by attending the 
lIluster of a volunteer corps: for myself I declare, that 
in the whole COUI'se of my existence, I never enjoyed the 
chuckle so much as upon these occasions, and no occur
rem'e in the whole range of human life, public or pri
vate ewnts, can funush matter for tbe Comic Muse in 
80 ample and luxurious a degree as one of these IDOt!9Y 

exhibitIOns. 
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I know not exactly the troops the gallant Falstaff 
refused to march through Coventry with, or his cogent 
reasons for feeling a kind of shyness his honorahle com
mand imposed on him; but if Mr. President would 
dub me Generalissimo, I should certainly decline, upon 
my friend Falstaff's principle-" if my troops are not 
ashaml'd of me, I am of them."-fficonomy leads them 
to the parade, habited in their ordinary. clothing, and no 
military appendage except with those called officers, dis
tinguished by a tremendous cocked hat, a gallant strea
mer, a Yal"d long, in the shape of a red feather, red sheep 
skin sword belt, a dirty shirt, obtruding on public notice 
through the apertnres of coats and pantaloons, rendered 
POJ:ous and tender by the hand of time, boots or shoes, 
{strangers to the Mack art, or lustre of those shining 
characters, Day, Martin, Warren, Turner, and Healy) 
Bnd the frequent orifices in their impaired ?tnde/"stand
ings, seemed to require the cobler's skill, to guarantee 
those useful ornaments called toes. On one occasion, in 
an idle mood, I dissipated two hours in witnessing the 
evolutions of those champions of Revolution, and it was 
a treat that neither Butler or Colman ever dreamed of; 
nor can the variety of incident, both in town and country, 
that befell Dr. Syntax, find its parallel. 

The Commanding Officer, a Major, (not the invinci
ble Sturgeon) put them through their tactics. He wore 
on that occasion a remarkable long face, and like the 
whole collectively, it seeoled sometime since it came in 

Ii 



74 THE WANDERER 

~ontact with soap, towel, and water. I enqnired his name 
and profession, (civil) and a singular coincidence pre
sented itseif in the reply; for know, 0 Reader! he was 
• manufacturer of tripe i-After an expiration of about 
one hour onl!! beyond the appointed time for assembling 
a corps of five hundred, the collection ran thus :-1 Ma
jor-I Captain-Lieutenants, (none)-Ensigns, I~ 
Seljeanls, I-Corporals, 2-Bugles, (none) reported 
drunk-Rank and File, 26.-1Uajor Tripe-" Come, 
Gentlemen, put down your IlUmberellers, and let's be
gin; we won't stop long, I guess-Tensl!lln-shoulder 
fultock-fix bagganut.-[" That's wron/l', Major," 
was sung from thefurlllzdable line.]-" Wrong! wrong! 
be d-d if it is; Steuben has it so in his printed lIlen_ 
7luvers; let's see"-( Hauls out the Book.}-" I am 
wrong, or Steuben's not reet; well, come, now then, put 
down your fullocks, and fix bttgganuts-now, Gentle
men, make ready-puzzent."-(Again interrupted from 
the rallks, "We are not prime or loaded, Jllajor.") 
" That's true, but I calculated you was ;-well, now then, 
suppose you load, like by motion :-make ready and 
groundfltllucks; now, Gentlemen, let's have a glass a 
piece."-A shower ofrain, and the complimentary aston
ishment of the gallant commander on the improvement 
of the corps, closed the arduous service of this memo
rable day.-But if Achilles honored not by his patronage 
these he"oes, stern Ferocit!! had no share in the good
humouredassemblag'e, who are theT~ the only soldiers to 
whom the people's demands or wfongs aft: intrusted, not 
10 such sanguinary demons as Colonel KIN G. 
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An enquiry of marked atrocity occupied a portion of 
the labours of Cong'ress this Session, relative to this 
modern Pizarro, who, while commanding a body of 
troops opposite the Spanish frontier, was accused of un
authorized murder; because, without the shadow or form 
of a court martial (shooting deserters) the investigation 
clearly proved the charge, aud such was severely censur
ed without the walls of thIS Sanctltln SanctorUlli of 
national jusrice, and a paucity of members within; but 
a majority, equally as ferocious as the savage delinquent, 
ousted the business, by llUl1Iallely observiug-

"If we give KI.NG his due, 
"TVe must HA.NG KING Jackson ton." 

Come forth, then King, or General Jacksou, renown
ed Hannibal of the New World, as I mean to deliver a 
lectu re on your head and heart; aye, and shame them 

· tuo, if vicions habits have not made them callons-proof 
and bulwark against truth. This modern Nero, it i~ 

· said, when yet an infant in the cradle, discovered tran
scendant talent in the science of butchery, (sweet inno-

· cent babe! by exterminating within his pretty and gen
tle grasp all the flies and spiders i-boyhood advancin~ 
he cried" havoc!" and waged war and desolation against 
all dogs, cats, pigs, and poultry. We next find him, by 
the power of intrigue, a Judge of the Supreme Court; 
and it is a compliment due to him, that in his official or 
private capacity and character, calumny itself had never 
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dared even to suspect bim of committing an act of
mercy, unless the following circumstance (positive fact) 
may be admitted as an exception to bis general rule and 
principles.-

A son of sorrow, a wretched Hibernian, the unhappy 
victim of want and petty crime, was arraigned before this 
Bajazet, and so terrified was he with the marked severity 
of couutenance, that poor Pat felt, or fancied he felt 
a sort of sensation in contact with the jugular "ein
a something like the last quietus of the law, designated 
by those of hempen imaginations-a rope! and in
stinctively, without leave or ceremony, coolly and de
liberately left durance vile, and had actually made his 
exit seeure as far as the outward door. How behaved 
the mild an.d revered Judge on this occasion ?-Did 
he retain the seat of justice and compassioll, and to the 
proper officel's depute the criminal's re-apprehension?
No, no, his pitying soul felt a nobler impulse than tam
per and parley with a fellow creature's phrensied agita
tion; it was, IDdeed, an influence far beyond the compre
hension and presence of mlDd of any mortal dispensers of 
Heaven's sacred attributes-justice and mercy. Chief
Justice Minos possibly might have thought on a simi
lar expedient; for through a crowded court rusbed this 
brilliant meteor of pity, and shot the ill-fated man 
dead !-Finding, by this trifling p.vent, the real bent 
3ndforte of his genins, and scorning the rl)tail trade, he 
doffed the gown, seized the carving knife and truncheon, 
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and commenced wholesale dealer, "'hich, subsequent t~ 
the Pense cola Tragedy, (the murder of British subjects, 
Arbuthnot and Arbrister"') he accomplished by carrying 
on an extensive business ,,,ith the devoted Seminole Indi
ans. This is not a mystic hyperbole, but an authentic 
document, from known truth and their own publications; 
for "hich benign traits in his moral composition, ear
nestly, I recommend him, as a distinguished and brilli
ant acquisitioll to the page of virtuous history. 

As this spurious son of lIIars (as a brave man cannot 
be an assassin,) was handed about and exhibited from 
place to place by his patron, Mr. Munroe, the President, 
in the summer of 1819, I bad an opportunity and tbe 
satisfaction to view him, and in silent indignation COIl

tpmplated the magnitude of bis atrocities. Phisiogno
mists, poets, and painters have defined the human face 
as the index of the mind, where, as in a book, you may 
read the character of the wearer. Being rather near-, 
sighted, I borrowed the optics of Lavater, and askew I 

• The New York Gazette briefly decried that sanguinary and 
atrocious deed···such a deed that blurs the grace and blush of 
honor; one that would tear polluted Fame from the laurelled 
brow of all the heroes that ever e1isted. 

" Our honor and faith as a nation are of more ronsequt:ncc to 
us tloan a thousand ruffians like General Jackson." 

G 2. 
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scanned with the nicety and precision of an admirer of 
Reu1lens, Raphael, or Correggio, or while gazing on 
the statue of a Cyclops, or a Venus de Medi~is-the 
object of my curiosity; but I discovered not the beams 
of intellectual light, or the majestic dignity and illumi
ned movements of a noble mind, which invariably ani_ 
mates the god-like countenance of virtue and talent
but the scowling lineaments of Cain; such a face was 
Homer's Pyrrhus, when by the awful blaze of Troy he 
sought and found the venerable Priam." 

But come, like a fair sportsman, either wIthin the 
purlieus of a cock_pit, or a distinguished levee at Tat
tersall's-I will give and take; because it shall not be 
said, that in imitation of the heroes so lately mentioned, 
I attacked cowardly, or in an unwarranted manner, with
out cause or reason assigned, even as an act of retalia
tion.-When at Philadelphia, a morning's lounge in 
one of those repertories of literature-a bookseller's, a 
w6rk fell in my way,-an American Edition of Baills's 
History of the French Revolutionary Wars, and lin 
"bridged Sketch of the p'"incipal Events of the late 
American War with Ellglalld;-and after a torrent of 

.. An old Adage says, give old NICK his due, (General Andrew 
Jackson) with 5000 Raw Militia, did foil and defeat 10,000 Vete
ran Troops befo .. "e New Orleans, a specimen of generalship not to 
b. paralelled in modern timesj---" New Orleans was IIOt a ~ar
risolled place. 
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abuse profusely bestowed on that individual, proceeds 
with unrestmined calumny, false and opprobriolls as 
it is ridiculous. Two liheral and elllightelled para
graphs I select, in substance literally verbatim. The 
gallant Admiral Cock burn is thus spoken of :-" Friends, 
sycophants, and courtiers at Cariton-llouse, and the A d
miralty made him a commander, but nature made him a 
Robber."-Another, equally pregnant with inconsis
tence, breathes its ri,liculousangerin the following sapient 
strain :-" It is clearly understood, that the scalp "I' the 
American General, Pike, now adorns the Speaker's 
Chair, in the House of Assembly for Upper Callada."
These abstracted allusions, such gene,'ous hints, cun'eel 

and noble, it is but a common debt of gratitude to repay, 
us far as we can, the flattering and infinite oblig·ation. 
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CRAP~ x . 

••• 

IT is no pleasing task to reflect on h IIman misery, but 
a more painful one to descant upon its cause and effect. 
The poor Indians: the aborigines of this vast Continent, 
are now comparatively few;-cajoled, swindled and rob
bed of that Territory kind Providence gave them as an 
inheritance, are scattered wanderers, and they will 
find no rest, but the Banks of the Pacific, Or as yet un
known wilderness; for if the Christian despoilers, can· 
not betray and juggle their ignorance and innocence by 
to!JR, or prematurely dispatch them, by the deleterious 
poison of unwholesome ardent spirits-insult and injury 
provoke revenge; that object being promoted and at
tained, sanctions the bayonet. The habits of these sin
g'ular people are yet original; and if European science 
and polish, have not found their way into the d~sert
chicanery is a stranger too. Some of the tribes have 
formed settlements, and their occupation is chiefly hunt~ 
ing and shooting in their seasons, various birds, for tht 
table; and for their skins, the bear, beaver, wolf, fox, 
musk rat, and great variety of beautiful squirrels; and 
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in the wInter, deer, which are the profitabl~ productions 
of their certain deadly rifles, and a compensation for 
theidabour and privatieos,-as they generally reside near 
a river, fishing, and gathering a kind of useful beautiful 
grass, which takes up a summer's portion of their time. 
Their canoes, though not henored by the architecture of 
Archimedes, but self-taught genins, exhibit a positive 
proof they have capacity; these canoes, or small nar
row boats, require not calking, as the bark of the birch
tree forms an impenetrable exterior. Like all human 
beings in a state of natural exile, they are fond of finery 
and when they appear in the towns, are trIcked out like 
g·ingerbread ·kings and queens: the females seem in
dustrious and affectionate, and what is more, are passive 
and obedient to their husbands, although the marriage 
league was not consummated at the shrine of refined re
ligious fonn, for such contracts with them are celebrated 
in the forest, founded on the real basis of reciprocal 
attachment, not sold or fashionably exchanged for so 
mnch money-yet they require no Ecclesiastical Court to 
decide mutual bickerings, or finally by a proceeding of 
Crim, Con. fatten the heroes of tbe long robe.-The 
female dress is a strange lndicrons contrast; they wear 
a kind of pantaloon, no cap or bonn~t, remarkably 
long and thick black hair, profusely adorned with glass 
beads, feathers, &c. lIlockasons, wbicb are a kiud of 
half boots, of yellow sheep, or deer skin, often elegantly 
ornamente<l with spangles; and the mothers carry theil' 
sucking iufants at their backs in a kind of box, or cra<lle, 
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decked ,out ofttn with French lace worth ten guineas. 
The manufacture of baskets, hats, brooms, &c. &c. of the 
grass mentioned, employs the industry of the females. 
Religion among them has its yotaries; the Catholics 
have in lower Canada found recruits, and different Mis
sionaries are beating up for t'o!unteers to serve in the 
army commanded by John Wesley, George Whitfield, 

.Martin Luther, and John Calvin; but I have unluckily 
seen too much on this subject, that my former friendly 
opinion has suffered change, and now remains stationary, 
nor could it retrograde, though attacked by a second ap
peal of Stentorian powers, far exceeding those of Par
son Huntington, (alias a sinner saved) of coal-heat·ing 
fame. Such powers alluded to, in the month of June, 
1816, I heard within the walls of a celebrated meeting
house in the city of York, England. The preacher con
vinced those heare)'!> who could discriminate, that he had 
never seen Oxford or Cambridge, or soared beyond some 
classic village in the West Riding; for his diction was 
laughably barbarous. Referring to St. Paul, I remem
.ber geeler was a substitute for gailer, and chclI'1Is for 
chains; but, however, he was a clever man, becanse he 
flattered the Elect, and obtained his point." My ob-

• My Reverend Friend, by a kind of indication of fllture re
ward, produced a WODderful sympathttic alTc,ction between God
liness and Mammon, by comillgtbus. plainly to the point?-"1\tfy 

-lads and lasses I have rare news to ten ye-the Lord hai opened 
a PA!IlK, an~ ye :\lVN POSIT BRASS here.1S 
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jections I found upon this principle i-the missionaries 
deputed from those sects, are men of no education, and 
possess little more than a hackneyed round of parrot 
information; not like a Burdel', have fire of their owri 
to make darkness light, and to inspire their hearers by" 
the powerful eloquence of sound doctrine, with a grati-" 
tude and reverence for Omnipotence ;-and again, mer
cenary motives :he too prevalent with those furest-jin
ger-posts to eternal flUppiness; their functions gain 
them admittance, and then their oracles, gloomy predic
tions, and favorite theme, evel'lasting Wile, Yields eat
ables, drinkables, wearables, and pocketables; this is 
not a tale offalsehood, told of the other side the Atlantic; 
poor Indians have thus beeu imposed on, and thus it is 
these divine tinkers generally return loaded with preci
ous doubloons, eagles, half eagles, and dollars, A 
sottish creature of this description retul'l1ed with us, and 
he had as much gold and silver that would nearly have 
filled his hat; tipsey every day, blessed with an uncom
mon share of ignorance, cabin passengers, him and his 
wife, a lady fond too of the brandy bottie, an abundance 
of liquors-the gratitude of believers; all this at the ex
pence of enthusiasm-quite pleasant; and as this right
eous man returned from the Bermudas, without divine 
permission from the Hatton Garden Committee, he ex
pected a reprimand; but he consoled himself with a sanc
tified shrug, by observing', "Thank God, he could now 
do without preaching;" bnt to conclude these observa
tions, it is simply my opinion, (but I do not wish to 
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disseminate such as a public doctrine-far from it,) bnt 
if Divine Wisdom required the whole human family to 
become enlightened, and bring them back to Him. he 
would not need such agency i-but I have my doubts 
whether the homage of these" heathens," as they are 
called, is not equally sincere, and equally acceptable at 
the throne of mercy-

"Lo tbe poor Indian, whose untutor'd mind, 
." Sees God in clouds or hean him in the wind.". 

The Indians, that is the wandering tribes, are accnsed 
of pilfering! but any calumny is heaped upon them. To 
sum up their character in a few words, they are faithful, 
brave" and courageous, affectionate friends, and open 
enemies. .' 

The children of bondage, the dnsky sons of Africa, 
are compared with these rangers of the wilderness-the 
very extreme of human degradation. I have little to 
offer you, my sable brethren, but sad reflection, and 

"Persuasion (if such be necessary) can only be accompli.bed by 
kind and tender offices of bumanity, not loy tbe red bot Bigotry, 
and zeal of CREED and its usuals ANATHEMAS; luch to the haDar 
of FRIEND!> or QUAKERS is their wise and beneyoleDt praotice ;-
indeed tbe INDIAN opinion relative to the Deity or :reat Spirit: 
is so exalted tbat it admits of no sublime addition,--and speaking 
of CURISTIANITY tbe (Savage) "a. he is called" tb .... w. red I Nil: 
on tbe TITLE, "do you Christians Practice what you Preacb? ',~ 

(wben you do) we will profit by your example. 
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lily whole stock of sympathy ;-if, like an angel, trum
'pet-tongued,.I could, I would sound an alarm in the souls 
of your tyrants, and the steeled hearts of your task 
masters. No more, your averted eye, glistening witb 
tears of bloody tortures, wrung from your heart's cure by 
the lash and scourge of barbarous rulers-should shun, 
should hate Cllristian white man! Hear me, ye ill-fated 
'Creatures of Americau bought aftd sold traffic,-weep not; 
'rather, in the convulsive agony of your deep rooted sor
l'OWS, laugh in your chaius, that the stripes and indig
lIant afflictions you endure, curses the land with ugliness; 
·bear up a little whIle, and your Great Father beyond 
the mllon, will take you to your happy, immortal race! 
-The Americans will tell you, the African niggers 
have no talent or capacity;"-the French amiable phi
losopher, Montcsquieu, ably rebuts the charge.-Fie, 
'fie, such are lame apologies for barbarity. 

t'l{ave we n&t hand~, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, 
passions? Fed with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, 
subject to the same diseases, healed by the 'Same means, war
med and cooled by the same winter and summer? If you prick 
us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do 've not laugh? If you 
poison us, do we not die? "--·SHAKESPEARE. 

I am no enemy to the luxuries of those zones, where 
the labour of Africans are required, therefore my moral. 
ity will be less liable to animadversion; all this could be 

"The Haytian State Papers breathes more exalted sentiments 
than are to be found in the official documents, emanating from 
any Cabinet in Modern Europe, 

H 
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obtained by kind treatment, periods of strvitude, and 
freedom.-It Wus, and is, generally understood in Europe, 
that the American Government had determined gradually 
to abolish slavery, agreeable to the wi.hes of all good 
men; now let us mark the fallacy of such promise·. to 
mankind. The business or question the most interesting 
in the Session of Congress (1820) was relative to the Stnte 
of Missouri being admitted into the Vnion free and un
shackled, or loaded with the stigma and indeliable stain 
of slavery? I have read of a Mote and a Beam, and am 
sorry slavery is not confined to the V nited States alone. 
Arg'ument in favour of national faith, advocated by a 
feeling and a noble minority, kicked the beam; while a 
great majority, in triumphant exultation, laughed at 
the reformers, as they termed them ;-and strange to tell, 
a great part of snch majority were members from the 
free states, enjoying the blessings of liberty.-Qucere 
does such decision bespeak despotism or republicanism, 
as the first article of their boasted Charter of Indepen
dence runs thus :-" God created al/menfree." 

I am aware my remarks on Slavery will expose me to 
the censure of its advocates, as such forms part of the po
litical fabric of America; if so unlucky, my answer is 
briefly this ;-1 have a right, and a Italy one, to develope a 
tltrice-told-tale-a blot on the name of man, nor would 
I willingly retract a single iota; and I am confident, 
the good part of the American people-the steady and 
moral Pensylvanians, the well-disposed of the Eastern 
and Middle States, wiII honollr me with their full conces
sion of opinion. 
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But to America belongs a gem richer far than any in 
the diadem of any monarch upon earth, and while such 
is a slpendid exhihition of humanity, demands the admi
J"ation of all manki\ld. Vice is a rank weed of every soil 
---a kind of innate scourge since those days of bliss when 
angels dwelt, and God himself with man.-The punish
ment of death, in the Amel"ican Penal Code, is seldom 
resorted to as a sanguinary visitation; murder, piracy, 
arson, mail robbery, and some part of that act called 
Lord 'Ellenhorough's are considered henious crimes and 
the perpetrators sometimes suffer an ignominious death. 

If memory be correct, I think that lamented, excellent 
character, poor Sir Samuel RO!llilly, ever prone to light
en the burthen of human woe, attempted a repeal of 
many of our stern statutes, and stated upwards of one 
hundred arId eight!! Cl"in.es, on which the sentence of 
death on human depravity takes place. It is not a nODl

inal twenty shilling scrap of paper; of no intrinsic 
value-at best but a promissory obligation tu meet public 
confidence--that consigns to eternity our American fellow
creatures, and in many cases as really impliesforger!!, 
extremely doubtful :-strange this in a land /irst in the 
list of nations, and boasted inuumerable institutions! The 
contemplative Englishman would ask the question "Why 
has our mitred and ermine-robed Legislators sufferlid the 
last, the youngest people, to pluck from the brow and front 
of majesty itself a nobler prize than Agincourt, Cressy, 
Blenheim, Trafalgar, 01" Waterloo could hestow-that is 
to transform vice into virtue!" The cold moralist in 
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reply, will say, such laws are essential, are indispimsible. 
ms answer would be equally correet to say, our people 
are worse." But his feelings I enry not, ami on the 
practice of Columbia's milder laws; despise them. Vice 
in many cases in America, is really converted into public 
good, and in all cases reformed, by the following excel
lent system of prison discipline ;-The various periods 
of imprisonment (as none are exiled) are rendered useful 
to the offender, and a kind of atonement to an injured 
public. Every male prisoner, if ignorant of all, is bound 
to learn some trade or occupation; the females, knitting, 
sewing, and spinning; their state prisons thus exhibiting 
the most common and ,useful trades, resemble more a 
thriving community, than an assemblage of delinquents; 
cleanliness is enforced with lWllsslllman rigour and cus
tom; order and decorum is rigidly attended to, and a to
tal prohibition of indolence, profaneness, and irregularity; 
and the mild and friendly admonitions of sympathizing 
clergymen, and serious, religious and benevoleut visitors, 
render a willing obedience to sllch regimen, manifest ,by 
these gentle means of tenderness aud compassion, as 
coercion is uever resorted to;-the GREAT EDIFICE is 
reared and cousecrated to the whole celestial HIERAK-

.. The Americans often make use of a sarcasm, which I am 
afraid, contains too much lievere truth :--" Great Britain gaTe 
us a shabby population to begin with, and she yet continues her 
laically donation." 
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cHY.-Earh prisoner is charged nine pence per day fol' 
prol"isions, which are of the best quality, and a regular 
account is kept between him and the Governor of the 
Prison, as debtor aud creditor-the Goveruor receiving 
all for work done by each respective prisoner, and any 
surplu~ in the prisoner's favour, is fmm time to timeac
counted for, uutil the final expiration of his sentence, 
when not uufrequently he receives one hundred dollars, 
at the period of his emancipation, and master of a good 
trade; thus led from the path of vice, he assumes re
spectable citizenship, and is seldom known to return.
Again, if a prisuner's conduct appear repentant and ex
emplary, a simple memorial of intercession is made to the 
authorized power, and hberation immediately granted
long before the expiration of the sentenced period. The 
public finances, by so excellent a plan of genuine phi
lantrophy, are not embarrassed with expences; but vice 
reclaims itself, at the expence of industry; and such 
mercy, like the dew of Heaven, becomes doubly blessed, 
He that gives and he that receives. 

H 2. 
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APPENDIX .. 

Religion, Law and Politics and their minor ramifications 
form the Constitutions of all Countries, to animadvert 
~eperately on their purity or corruption. advantages or 
disadvantages, good' or evil would be an endless task, 
habit does much, and mankind are generally prone to 
reconcile themselves to its influence. 

The Chinese consider he is right and on the score 
of his antiquity, and customs, subscribes to his abso-
11lt.e government, pursues with avidity industry, wor
ships hios Gods, content with this system, thus he passes 
life's probation. 
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The drowsy Turk charm'd with t1w voluptuous indul
gencies of ]tIro JJlahomet, sherbet, women, and opium, 
feels no disposition to alter his code, iudeed it would be 
impossible to introduce a more fascinating excitementto 
some moral virtues, he certainly possesses in spite of 
calumny, and the general opinions of the world, freely 
bestowed upon him than the Koran imposes and guarantees 
" Sleep on, sleep 011, smoke in peace, Pm'udise tdll 
be your's" 

The more refined European governments seem to 
claim a superior and €nlightened plan of rule, cOllrts, 
pageantry, illtriglles,embassies,ostelltation"jeaiousies 
and grasping at power, are the leading characteristies, 
collectively and individually, if we confine ourselves to 
a reflection on our own system we may find ample 
scope for remark. 

The fabric of our constitution consists of three estates 
King, Lords, and Commons, but we have reason to sup
pose a fourth power, more potent exists, " Wealth" 
this Power from its irresistible agency, finds its para
molint influence, in a certain assembly, what is the re
suit? leagued with interest and ambition, it looks to the 
ultimate climax by a passive obedience to the Minister, 
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gratitude and policy on his part can refuse nothing not 
even a Peerage, this prerogative of the Crown can thus 
support its will and power un~ontrouled, snch a source 
added to unbonnded patronage and confirmed Si'necuret, 
approaches near Monarchical or a very limited sphere 
of Oligarchy, and it is sufficiently notorious that all 
offices and favors III church or state employ, civil or 
military must emanate from that fountain, but it is not 
necessary to extend a farther disquisition as regards 
Flome, but in the language of a pious Bishop of Ro
chester, to obey is the only province of the people. 

The wisest institutions ever introduc'd among'st man
kind however pure aud noble, cannot be defended 
against the insinuating inroads of corruption; in the 
primitive days of virtuous Rome, she approached perfec
hon closely, and fell by her own faith and fatal credulity: 
to form an estimate of public institutions we must ana
lize the quantity and quality of the good produced. 

The government of the United States is certainly the 
most simple, compound and most congenial with the true 
dignity of that Being called il'Ian fashioned and fOimed 
in the Model of his creator as the noblest specimen, 
and highly gifted proof of his omnipotence. 

Equality of right-is Nature's Plan; 
,And following Nature-is the march of Man. 
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The American fabric PhreBix like, spurng from its 
own Ashes, its bans is liberty, and the four orders 
employed in its architEcture, are Ivisdom, freedom, 
equality, and hllmaNity, it wisely recognizes no 
orders, but simply in one philanthropic compact asso.. 
eiates man with man, its executiye is the peoples choice, 
the laws they reverence, are their brave fathers legacies. 
who fired by virtue. and indignant at oppression, unite.d 
in the common bouds of friendship alld equal interest. 
fought. bled, and conquered at the shriue of geuuiue pa
triotism. 

ThefaitT, they follow, teaches them that a good man 
requires no express doctrine. or the imposing jargon of 
priestcraft, orthodox tenets, or sectarian rallt, to teach 
him his duty, as an useful citizen oruprig-ht christian, or 
to constrain the latitude of his opinions to one principle. 

"Heaven" has opened a "Volume" for the inspec
tion of Man. 3licellding from the poor Beetle which he 
treads on, to the dusky Lion, and descending frOll! the 
mountain Pine to the humble Pt"imrose and leaves him to 
draw his own conclusions, this being the case, religious 
sentiments are no bar or hindrance to prevent the holding 
of any office, such a liberal and politic me,Hlure becumes a 
cement impervious and firm, again on the score of public 
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worship the expence of a Pastor bec:omes no hurden to 
the people, hecause t!lthes are not considered connected 
with man's salvation, but such ex pence is a voluntary 
contribution of each and every flock, thus we may fairly 
conclude the conduct of those reverellds comes nearer St. 
Paul's injunction to Timothy, than 80me of our often 
plural fed" illcumbfllts," because if the practice of JUT. 
Preacher, is found at variauce with his precepts, "he is 
removed," (happy admirable plan) nor is he permitted to 
become a civilian, and by vexatious litigation and pre
judice divide his fellow men, hut standing aloof from aH 
secular pursuits, harmonizes, by friendly and mild affec
tion, the more sordid and speculative passions, by this 
chaste and virtuous plan of duty, spiritual and temporal, 
he becomes respected, and accepted, as the souls physi_ 
cian, to administer to the mind diseased. 

The simple structure of the American political machi,.. 
nery, does not seem to require a many hands to work it, 
they, as frugal housewives, keep no more cats than catch 
mice; they see no necessity for a proflIgate waste of the 
public money, in bestowing pensialls o'n unprincipled 
debauchees, for doing nothing, and on * Titled Dandies 
for doing less • 

.. If 1 mistake not th.re are some eight Noble Paupers who •• 
Pension Annuities, amount to more money than the whole 
Civil Establisbment of the American Government. 
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No compensation by way of pension exists, except to 
(seamen and sflldiers,) I have often condemned this want 
of public gratitude on the part of the Americans, for I 
cannot but suppose the Ulan of talent, who for eminent 
services, has deserved the esteem and approbation of his 
country, should be in some degree remunerated in a pe
cuniary manner; but Englishmen are so accustomed to a 
(Red Book) and its monstrous items, that a correct dis
criwination rarely takes place, this injudicious system, 
no doubt, pleases two parties-and is in accordance with 
the chaste charity of Hamlet-

" The less they desen"e, the more Merit is in your Bounty. It 

The American Government having little 01' no Pa
tronage to bestow, how are the representatives ofthe peo
ple compensated for their time and services? may be ask
ed, why the American representative is paid by the State 
or county, which he represents, he therefore cannot con
sistently play the kna,"e, and deceive his constituent" or 
if he did, the period of servitude being so short---that is 
two years for a representative, and four for a senator; 
such defection would not be mischievous. 

Education in the United States, is of the most liberal 
kind, an useful routine of instruction---divested of absurd 
dogmas ; ___ Children in America are first taught to rever-
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eace and :honour GOD only, next their duty to their fel
low men, in a civil, I\OC in a servile sense, hence Ohucch 
Catechisms aTe considered dead letteJs, and are not want
ed, are therefore kept withmtheir proper precincts the 
NlIrury. 

The simplicity of the A meriean system, twist and tor
ture it as we will, is so just and 'fine an equilibrium, 
making no nistioction of men, but all equal partakersof 
its purity and blessings, that it gives fire and energy, life 
and animation, to the whole round of human capacity and 
exertion, because man feels his reading passion gratlfied, 
(self interest) it is for his own and family's welfare, not 
to feed others, his talents and industry are brought into 
action. 

I have remark'd her juri~p\'Udence appear'd to me im
perfect, such I beg may not be considered conclusive, but 
merely as a remark, not perhaps, duly, and properly ex
amiued, but may have hastily become amalgamated with 
prejudice, but be it as it may, the error being on the,side 
of mercy we will willingly accept an apology; and lam 
happy to find this advance aud march of civilizatiiln 
and science extend their influenee, as a revision in con
gress, has recently taken plilce in favor of slave emanci
pation and humanity, and a repeal of those bloody laws-•• 
they did not certainly enact. 
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An act passed in the year 1740, and made perpetual 
in 178.'3, it commences by a heart chilling enunciation 
relati ve to that odious and detestable deformity Slavery : 
"Whereas in his Majesty's Plantations, &c. &c.Slavery 
has been allowed; be it enacted, that all Negroes, Mu
lattos, &c. who are, or shall hereafter be in this province, 
{the Carolinas) and all their issue and offspring born, 
and to be born, shall be, and are hereby declared to be, 
and remain for ever absolute slaves." 

Clause 37th: "Be it enacted, that any person wil
fully murdering a slave, shall forfeit £100 sterling, and 
if any person shall on a sudden heat of passion, or by un
due correction kill his own slave, or the slave of another 
person, he shall forfeit £50. 

Clause 38, enacts a penalty of £14. for cutting out 
the tongue, dismembering and other tortures inflicted by 
any other instrument than. a horsewhip, cow-skin, or 
small stick. 

Clause 45th, inflicts a penalty of £100 for teaching' 
a slave to write. 

At the commencement of the late war wilh America, 
and during a great part of its progress, the people wele 
divided 'into three parts, Republicans, Federalists, 

I 
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and Democrats, the first forms the most numerous and 
soundest part of the population (by far;) the Federalist, 
are a party clinging to titles, crowns, mitres, distinc.
tions and aristocracy, exalting the few, and humiliating 
the million :-the Democrats are a few only, and of no 
consequence; a party, 1 was informed in America, who 
were Jealous of rule ancl power, and could dispense with 
all moral organization. The Federalists during the 
late war, opposed the govprnment in the most unnatural 
and treasonable manner, even preventing the Eastern 
States the raising of loans; such was the case, until an 
event took place which reconciled all parties, the destruc
tion of Washington, by the British /orce.,,-"John 
Bull" was pleased, because he fancied a victory; and 
Jonathan was pleased, because such event, wounded 
th~ national honor; after that, I am confident, no Euro
pean force could have conquered America; and if she 
steers clear offaction, and its destructive coadjutOl'S, ifno 
such contravention takes place, in all human probability, 
at some pel·iod, shp mu.t in a great measure, dictate to 
the world, as it is natural to suppose, the two Republics 
of North and South America, swayed and actuated by 
laws and energies the same, and as it were created of the 
same materials, no jealousies can exist, as no extent of 
empire on either side can be desired, as they divide 
nearly a third part of the habitable globe; and as their 
frontier extends nearly 10,000 miles, ordinary mathema
ticiaJ)s may form a kind. of guess what numbers would 
be reqllisite to attempt an invasion, equlIlIy as a feasible 
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.. ould be the bottling off the Atlautic; sad experience 
taught European tacticts a different doctrine, and I am 
persuaded, the invisible ambush,and the majic rifle,would 
paralyse, with horrOI' the stoutest heart, without the 
chanee of retribution; such has been the case, and will 
ever be a barrier; but there exist a CUllSe. more potent 
th.w rifles or forests: any furce sent from any European 
legitimate, would want that something they could exhi
bit any where but America; because seameu and soldiers 
are not so grossly pampered with royalty and loyalty as 
to rej ect feeling ; they know they are destined to oppose 
a host of freemen, self created freemen; and they covet a 
share of there real, or imaginary happiness: ;0 such re
flection naturally would, and has enerv'd aud palsied the 
arm of sanguine hostility; these considerations, and her 
great distance from Europe, will euable her, at a small 
expence, to guard herself, and laugh at obtruders, 
and as she has all the resources aud cOllveniences of life 
within herself; it would be impolitic and futile, to at
tempt her subversion. 

One volunteer is worth twenty pressed men, a good 
old proverb in AllIel'ican practice, which imparts a dif
ferent impulse, from that rotten purtion of our SystetD, 
Jmd ofitseJf speaks volumes. 

"When the crew of the captur'd GUERRIER, where landed at 
New London (Connecticut,) they were not marched to a lo«h
iiOme PRISON, but were free to provide for themselves by any 
jndu~tri"u. means, and where they pleased; and some of those 
very individuals are now toppin~ farmen. 
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I have observed defection to a great extent existed dli
ring the late war, yet, strange to tell, although the Pre
sident was armed with full powers, and hadat his dis
posal the Habelts Corpus Act, yet he wisely refrained 
from the exercise of any coercive measure, and on the jus
tice of the contest and the sober sense of the people firmly 
relied, he was not deceived, and that fortitude foiled, de
feated, and shamefully degraded the pigmy machinations 
of a treasonable faction; and it is curious that no secret 
service money was required by, or granted to the chief 
Magistrate, orthe worthy offices of and Edwards or an 
Oliver, &c, &c, deemed essential, nor in the piping tillle 
of peace is it fouhd requisite to maintain a standing army 
that people will not allow it, that people pay and they 
rule, and as the good citizen fomls the soldiel', " vice 
versa" the good soldier forms the citizen. 

With respect to the American system, its relative 
value, and to the advancement it may be considered as 
haviug lIIad~ in the science of politics, there will pro
bably exist much diversity of opinion, but none 1 think 
as to its utility with reference to the American people, it 
has survived the tender period of infancy, and out-lived 
the prophecies of its downfall, its principles have been 
fostered into maturity and their application illustrated by 
experience, it has borne the nation through a period of 
domestic difficulties and external danger, it has been 
found serviceable both in peace and war, and may well 
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claim from the Ilation it has.llaved and honouretl the vo
ti ve benediction of 

ESTO PERPETUA. 

In reference to the climate of America, so extreme is 
its Continent, or rather the two Hemispheres, (North 
and South) stretching through all the five Zones, that it 
possesses ev"ry variety of climate, soil and production 
which the earth affords: the middle Eastel'll and North
ern States of North America are, in general, salubrious 
and cOillpatible with the constitutions of nothern Euro
_peans, but the southel'll StattS I should conclude too hot, 
and consequently more suitable for native constitutions 
south of France, but to be brief, in the States of Pen. 
sylvania, New York, and province (If Vpper Canada 
alone, there is yet convenient vacancy for half the peo
ple in Europe, and a fine), climate no where exists, and 
as the more remote States westward becomes cleared and 
cultivated, doubtless a many tiiuases, now existing, will 
be removed; in fact, every thing- in America appears to 
require the mellowing hand of Time to invest her with 
the Regal Insignia as 

QUEEN OP THE PACIPIC. 

I 2. 
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Now as the hour of finaJ,seperation is abOllt to take 
place between me, the United States, and its people, I 
shall attempt a kind of impossibility-that is a character 
of a community who have not yet obtained any, and 
shall add snch general information, founded upon actual 
personal information, that is most essential to be under
stood, and compatible with my promise and wishes; and 
such, I hope, will impart advice on the principal object, 
and lead to correct decision. ' 

To emigrate, or not to emigrate?-that is the question; 
and who, and what trades or occupations are the most 
eligible, and other miscellaneous remarks connected. 

After the successive visits of Columbus, Americanus, 
and the Cabots, a religious sect, crossed the Atlantic, 
and were followed by a race of criminals, vulgarly called 
transports-men of taste and science, whoseJingedng 
propensities gave them sweet powers, far bayond the 
fabled talent "f lI:laster Orpheus; prodigieiii in the re
gion of harmony, they rejected the dulcet noles drawn 
from the fretted chords-Oh wondrous genius! and 
in ravishing strains upon the anklrfd manaciu, melted 
the very soul of every sea-god and wood-demon to pity, 
by-

" Hope told a flattering tale," 
And" Fare thee well, Manchester." 
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But a solution of their pedigrees is too complex-more 
difficult to ascertain than Welclt progenitorship, which 
precedes Adam, OT the stable consanguinity of Eclipse, 
Hambletonian, Sir Josltua, Dutchess, Joan of Arc, 
or 1I1iss Bailey. 

Europe, from war, changes and revolutions, became 
embarrassed in taxation and debt: such circllmstances 
naturally created a desire to seek ~mancipation, an;l the 
American Quarter of the Globe, held out the most flatter
ing invitations, though in fact there was no other asylulll; 
and many adventurers, who sought that country, from ten 
to forty years ago, became successful; and they, or their 
descendants are now in competent circumstances. Since 
that period, she has rapidly increased in population and 
comlnerce. Her government first demands liIoti<'e; for if 
not the best, it is certainly the cheapest upon earth. The 
elective right rests with the people,as respects itsexecntive; 
literally the whole body politic emanates from public choice 
but comparatively small asis the patronage oflhatgovern
ment, power and corruption guide that choice; still, as 
the period of office is of so short duration, the influence 
of those evils aTe less hostile to the present invulnerable 
fabric of the constitution. 

The Americans are not a yielding passive race of con
tented plodders, to innovating power, and curtailed liber
ty; but like judicious and wary paymastt:rs, see the 
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work properly performed, and, as they are tenacious, 
guard against any encroachment; thus that source, from 
whence springs authority, becomes a barrier, or equili
brium between the rulers and the ruled; Qualifications 
for President, Vice-President, Senators, Representatives, 
&c. are-first capacity, then possessors of certain pro
perty to different amounts, citizenship, age, &c. &c.-The 
Constitutions of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ver
mont, New Jersey, Pensylvania, and the Carolinas, re
quire a profession of a belief in Christianity, and several 
of them limit the species of it to Protestanism; an act of 
the Virginia Assembly, require a belief of the Trinity in 
unity. By the Constitution of Connecticut, all freemen 
are eligible to all offices; and the Western States, only 
require the peoples choice. Religion is as free a(the 
air they breathe, that is, all modes of worship are tolerat
ed without prejudice to the respective votaries, and as 
every flock keeps its own shepherd, their churches and 
chapels, are distinguished and known by the names of the 
respective preachers; and as they can remove their pas
tors, their Temples often change their title ;-the most 
prevalent and successful, are the doctrines of the Unita
rians, Univer~alists, and sour unkind, uncompromising 
Calvanism-enemy to health and ali social enjoyment. 
OMNIPOTENCE gave I\ot to man moral propensities, to 
condemn him to eternal misery i-Perish the thought! 
These charitable Elect, in the greatest part of New Eng
land, exclude all national amusements-the fine arts, and' 
even music i-thus St. Cealia is condemned as a piano-
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forte playillg hussey, and such frigidity of sentiment, 
freezes the more congenial and generous avenues of the 
loul, except the nearest way to Jollars, aDd to (Heaven.) 

The solemnization of marriage, is seldom consummated 
in 3uy place of worship, but is considered legal, if per
formed in any private house, or tavern, by a Squire, or 
Magistrate, <I< who simply demands whether the party are 
free, able, and willing, and then pronounces his rivet. 
ling official injunction; that is, to increase, multiply, 
and to replenish the earth, for which he receives a fte, ac
cording to the circumstances of the happy pair. 

Baptism is rarely resorted to as a Christian form; thl!s 
it is as parents name their offspring as they think pro-

• O.e of these .. ersatile gentlemen I met with in the State of 
NewJersey, whOle muitifarioul occupatiousl thought an impron=~ 
ment on the industrious parish clerk, CALJm QUOTE"; though (to 
use an American phrase) of a "higher grade;" he ,fa. a Repre
sentative for the County-a !IIilitia Colonel---a Mngistrate--
Postmaster of the District---Collector of tbe State Taxes---and 
chief BO"J>'ACE oftbe neighbourhood; to which, upon this occa
lion, he adtlE'd a faithful representation of SAM, iu " Ra:sing the 
Wind," by honourillg us at breakfa.t with the patronage and 

superintendence of tbe---tea pot. 
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per, we meet so many out-of-the-way names in America, 
that could not be found even on'Mount Ol!lmpus, on a 
grand gala da!l. 

Cheerfully willing to honor truth with real respect, I 
concede to the Americans, a greater portion of external 
moral prinCiple than is to be found among our lower or
ders of the community: their taciturnity I have com
plained of, but if they are not loquacious, they are not 
rude, nor in their conversation and manners disgusting. 
How far the historic placidity of character exists amongst 
the Geritoos of the east, tlr our more immediate neigh_ 
bours, the Swiss, (a subject that has attracted the notice 
of many a muse in poetic song) I know not; but in Ame
rica, I observed an invariable deviation from those rude 
manners and habits of profane and uncalled-for sw..-ing 
and obscenity, so frequent and painful in our publi61 
streets, and even pol\uting our village scenes. 

Public boast often becomes a dreadful satirist, and no 
where more, than in the United States. Iu their news
papers you are frequently told of Repnblican gratitude. 
and &uch is explained by a public dinner-one given 
here to General tltis, and another there, to Commod6lre 
t!tat; but the less you say, Jonathall, of gratitude. the 
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less you will outrage truth, and court deri~ion.-Where 
are the remains of Jour "'ASHINGTON and his collea
gues; "'here the recently-('onsigned dust of yeur brave 
PEIlRT, your na\"al hero, the first American who ever 
foiled the English in squadron ?-and nolV a living ru. 
in gives the lie to your presumption.-The venerable 
TRUMBULL, whose meridian days were spent in your 
service, as an upright and inflexible Judge, and whose 
Poem of" ill' Fillgal" you loudly acknowledged, in the 
days of your Revolution imparted more benefit than 
thousands of rifles in aid of that memorable event!
now, Jonathan, that judge, and that author, at the age 
of 70, is obliged to publish for subsistence his mental 
productions! 

The Americans are an enterprising people, active and 
industrious, remarkably subtle, and possess a deal of what 
is called forethought, or look bifore you leap; and if 
by any chance of shuffling deception they can rob you 
of a dollar, it is a feather in the cap of genius of more 
honor to the thief, than two dollars obtained by laudable 
mdustry; and such knavery confers on them the ellvi
able distinction of smart fellows and wide awake. 

Well educated law and medical gentlemen wonld find 
no advantage or satisfaction by the change, because every 
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Hog presumes to explain Bacon; and any basilicon 
buck may usurp M. D. or A. S. S. The Fine Arts, or 
scientific men, are not much in request; they want no 
WESTS, MORELANDS, or STUBBS; such 1Ul[lJries al:e 
not consistent with American taste, because inconveni
ent to American pockets. The caricatures of TEGG or 
FORBS are preferred and held in high estimation; two 
shillings will make any purchase', and the subject being 
generally national embarrassments, or personal burlesques 
ill high life, are considered charming by· ;JOIIathal!. Who 
delig/lts to laugh at poor brother John's misbaps.-Me
chanics of every description, (smiths, carpenters, wheel. 
wrights aud millwnghts excepted) had, in my opinion, 
founded on observation and sad complaint, better stay at 
home; the Americans are not an ignorant race ofuncul
tivated beings-look at their naval architecture, the 
most beautiful symmetry of its kind, as a ~pecimen.
The above excepted trades will always meet employ and 
great wages, because of the continual erections oftowns. 
Such in Upper Canada, or if political prejudices exclude 
from there, I would recommend the opposite side-the 
western part of the state of New York. J certainly 'do 
recommend that part of the American Coutinent, because 
it is the most healthy-no trifling consideration;-

" A bold peasantry is its country's pride." 

If such a man could, by balloon conveyance, find him
self and half a score stout sons in Canada, £50 in his 
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pocket, a good stock of health and strength, and his 
happy soul feels no J'egret;who could hum" God saV/; 
lite 11ing," as an axe stimulant, or whistle" Bob and 
Juall," as a spade accompaniment-that is the man; 
but what can I say to the British farmer? Here I am 
perplexed; because at the present time it is very unfa
vourable against America, consequently no just criterion 
exists, as the low price of produce in England seriously 
alTects the American markets. If a farmer decides on 
the change, I still will say Canada, or opposite, if he 
goes to the east, he will there find in the Yankee charac
ter, combined the tolerable mechanic, the fisherman, and 
the farmer-men who can navigate the glohe in a bath
ing tub, or search the womb of horrible Vesuvins, when 
a dollar is to be obtained. If lie goes to the south, he 
finds a few rich planters, and a miserahle black popula
tion, in bondage-a fevered, unhealthy climate, and a 
system of agriculture he knows nothing about. If he 
goes to the westward, led hy Mr. Birkbeck's criminal 
delusion-mark the difficulties.-On the farmer's land
ing either in New York, Philadelphia, Alexandria, or 
Baltimore, oue thousand guineas, and no less sum, would 
be indispensable, and one ton of barkf half a ton of calo
mel, one hogsbead of castor oil, and fifty gallons of 
laudanum. The distance to the domain of this 'Surrey, 
and I may add, sorry blade, from any of the above 
ports, is at least twelve hundred miles, and seven hun
dred from market-New Orleans. Arrived in this west
ern Paradise, through difficulties of which he has no con. 

K 
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ception, he builds, and plants (after his Midas-blessed 
purchase has taken place) cows, pigs, horses, &c.
l\'I8ney by this time is gone; in the course of two or three 
years he may have produce for market; he sends such to 
an agent or consignee-i~ he paid in cash ?-No. How 
then? Why barter. Thus it is he gets no money, and 
as they say, he wants uo mOlley. The implements 01" 

medical working tools I have prescribed, cannot be 
omitted, as aglle~ and bilious fevers, &c. are certain, and 
often certain death too; and it would be desirable a farmer 
prevIOus to his Illinois visit should study pharmary and 
phl~botomy. Such remarks I have heard made in a 
silLilar manner, by very l'espectable Americans, 1 there
fore resign Mr Birkbeck up to public opinion. 

The fact is, Mr. B. aspiring to the rank of a western 
Prince, purchased a considerable tract of land, tben 
finding out his mistake, aimed at a Retrieval, wlOte his 
Letters and Angled fOI' Lunatics. 

In the Western States, (Virginia, Georgia, &c.) they 
have a savage custom of "gouging;" that is, for any 
trifling ofl~nce, they will not resent it in a plain and man
ly manner, but the.retched victim is way laid, and the 
knuckles are forred into the sockets of the eyes;-tbus the 
blessed orb of light is for ever removed and extinguished. 

i 
Provisions of all kinds are much cheaper than in Eng- : 

land; spirits, wine, &c. and clothes, furniture, &c. 
eqU<lJly as cheap; house rent in the large towns is· very 
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high, as also jring; taxes are not \forth a considera
tion. Some articles I have obset'ved, that is meat, is far 
inferior to ours; as beef, mutton, lamb, veal, &c. the 
oxen are, by labour and neglect, brought to mere skin 
and bone, then prepared for market, by the appliration 
of Indiau COl'n, which (being of an oily nature) hastily 
loads them with fat; the meat looks uncommonly fine, 
thus fed, but in the cooking one half is waste, the other 
sinew and gristle; mutton, &c. becomes dry and insipid; 
but pigs and poultry it suits, and they are indeed luxuries. 

The State of Ohio has been pointed out by such 
writers, (or rather literary gentlemen as Mr. Palmer) as 
a peculiarly favored portion of the American Continent, 
because of the great advantage arising fmm the prairies, 
(as they are termed) which means an extensive boundary 
of land without timber-·a sort of marshy plain. Now 
in order that we may come to something like correct 
demonstration, by the power of ratiocination, let us en
quire and consider how far such recommendations toEn
ropeans, (expressly Englishmen) accords with humanity, 
or tantamount with policy, compared with the other di
vi.ions of the Union, or Canada. 

Those prairies, being swampy, or in plain Engli~h, 
boggy land, exhale agues and fevers innumerable, and 
snch are rather formidable and unprofitable associates,and 
this seasoning, (as it iii very pt'operly termed by the Ame
ricans) is a kind of human ordeal (unavoidable) and illCh 

plagl\e~ are inseplIrable ill all too Western Stateij~ 
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The great distance from markets, and no populatiOJl 
to cause a consumption at home, keeps produce low, and 
consequently farmers low too. As a proof of my state
ments, the cattle jobbers from New York, Philadelphia, 
Charleston and Baltiu,orf, though great the distance, 
(600 miles and upwards) find it a profitable speculation 
to make their purchases in the State of Ohio, &c. &c.: 
and other productions such as grain, &c. must find those 
markets by river conveyance, which expence naturally 
falls on the Articles and returned barter to the farmer, 
such as groceries, liquors, weming' apparel, &c. becomes 
increased in price to him, becanse of carriage expences. 
The great distance from market is a serious draw-back 
and inconvenience; such is the case in Upper Canada, 
and in every part such difficulty exists, in proportion to 
the distance from large towns. Though Canada has a 
superior advantage over the western country, her in
habitants are settled on or Ilear the banks of her great 
and navigable lakes and rivers, the same observation i. 
applicable to her opposite neighbours, the Americans, 
who occllPY in like manner. 

It is generally understood in England, that the ex
pence of clearing land in America of its heavy timber 
must be very great, and no return towards such expenee, 
those suppositions are erroneous, for, upon enquiry, 1 
found that where such clearings are made in the neigh_ 
bourhood of rivers and lakes, the transportation of potash, 
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slaves Ilir Coopers use, &:c. to the seaports for f9reigll 
exportation, leayeg a surplus prollt to the farmer, aud 
the conveyance of water carriage in Am~rica is so gen
('ral, that I know no part without navigable waters for 
boats of some description, or rujls; these rafts are tim
bers ruddy fastened together, say 80 feet long and. 60 
broad, a temporary cabin in the centre, and some fonr 
hands to work it. these rafts are soon constructed at the 
ronfiux of different waters on the JlJississippi, Ollio, 
Delaware, lllissouri, &c. &c. and at the foot of Lake 
Ontario, on the St. Latcrence,descending with an im
mense load of timber down to Quebec, a distance of near 
400 miles, the same observation is applicable to other 
prodnce as well as timber and potash, flour in barrels, 
maize, or Indian corn, buck-wheat, pork, &c. &c.; and 
it is fail' to observe, the' American and Canadian farmer 
have a far greater variety of produce than the British far_ 
mer; he grows his own tobacco,he makes from peaches good 
brandy, from rye excellent whiskey for home consump
tion and exportation, he grows. abundance of apples; not 
a house, or log hut, but what have ye~y extensive orch
ards, consequently great quantities of cyder, he grows his 
own sugar from the beautiful III up Ie, a process the most 
simple, in lJ-lurch au incision is made in the trunk of 
the trees and the sap is thus drained from them into 
proper vessels, the whole being collected together is re
ceived into a boiler and by the action of fire it soon be
comes candied, bnt like the poor African or the kind 
hearted Indiun, its complexion depreciates its value, and 

K 2. 
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all these distillations, extracts, and concretions, are maue 
without that blighting and pernicioWi wand the EX
CISEMAN'1i STICK. 

1 will now, in a concise manner, recapitulate the prin
cipal heads and observations most essential, and finally 
point out the most convenient ports for embalkation.
l'he British ~migrant has to encounter heavy expellces 
aud perils-as a single plallk is the only separation be
tween the inmates of a ship and eternity! His constitu
tion has to contend with a change of climate, from an 
unequalled one like that of Great Britain-take it for all 
In all-to a health withering hemisphere, to English con
stitutions with the exception of that portion I havepomt
ed out; the fluctuation of our atmosphere is nothing 
compared to that of America. On the 10th of January, 
1817, the peach and orange trees in the neighbourhood of 
Charleston were in blossom and bearing; and on the 18th 
the crew of a schooner, on Lake Ponchartrain, in the 
same district, were frozen to death! In the month of Feb_ 
ruary, 1820, I was mid-leg in snow and, over head fever
ed with a burning ~un !-Hence it is a climate so oppress_ 
ed with terrible extremes, makes mere thread-papers of 
the living; and the pale Serjeant Death is seldom in that 
country disposed tojoke OJ' grant indulgencies, by giving 
warning-but sweeps off regiments, often well in the 
morning, and in the grave at night !-(according to law) 
Itt the summer of 1819, a cargo of emigrants from Bel. 
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fast, (0; in number) landed at New Orl~ans in good 
health, and in five days th~ whole were fonsigned to 
" thal bourne from whence no traveller retuI'llS!" 

Ag'ain, the emigrant has to contend with a ~hrewd, 
people, whose customs, m'lI111ns and habits are inimical 
t" his own, and ::t the present time a people whose pecu
lIi:lry affairs, commerce, &e. are as much, and more 
embarrassed, (aecording to their IHl\crt.v and resourees,) 
as any people in Europe: for ill the State of New 
") (Irk alone there have been more Sheli/T's ~"J" for 
tax" (few and so little oppressive "" they are) within the 
last twelve months, and twife the number gf bankrnpt 
farmers; alld I am convinced no change for the better 
fan take place in America, unless a famine should des
olate EUl'Ope, and America should be blessed with abun
dance; or a war for twenty-five years should "gain ravage 
Europe, and America again become a profilable specu
lator ::nd common carrier to half (he globe! sueh things 
ar~ not, impossible, but rather improhable-unless, I re
peat, Jonathan can, for such causes, laugh ill his sleeve, 
llnd again ridicule his brother John, as contending for 
the bone, while he runs away with the better part. Ame
rica cannot entertain hopes respecting general improve
ment; manufacturies they cannot establish; they want 
capital, and what is a greater obstacle; they want the per
mission of the Southern planters, who, as we say, rule 
the roast; for planters, merchants and ship-owners are 
swayed by one motive, and such form Legislators. 
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An observation, not extraneous to the term Legisla
tors, I cannot omit, it was with surprise I noticed 1ft 

JJ7ashingtoll, the P,'esident, doubtless the first MagiR
trate on the face of the globe, (James Munroe) Senators, 
and Representatives, at the sober hour of nine in the 
mOl"ning"going to thell' legislative labours on foot with 
a simple ulllhrelltt to shield them from the rain; but ad
miration exhibits its brilliancy in the person of an Ex
Pruident (lUr Jefferson) the man who drew up the Dc
elarationof American Independence, whom the un-bought 
vOIce of his fellow citizens called to the exercise of a dig
nity higher than that of Kings, succeeds with graceful 
dignity to that of the good neighbour, and becollles the 
friendly adviser, lawyer, physician and ewn gardener of 
bis vicinity, what ,Monarch would venture thus to exhi
bit himself in the nakedness of his humanity, this, this 
is indeed the" still slllall voice" of philosophy, deeper 
and holier than the lightnings and earthquakes that have 
preceded it. 

The laws of Canada are extremely mild and indulgent, 
as are those of Pensylvama, whose inhabitants are chiefly 
Quakers and Germans; aud the land of the two divisons, 
and I llIay add, the State of New York is equal to any 
in the country, and other local circumstances are of 
supel'ior advantage; the compensation of mechanics and 
labourers, of course, will vary according to the demand 
for them in diffel'ent States.-Thus have I carefully en. 
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d.ea'l'oured t? .rende! every information; but it is impos
sible to pOSItively IUlpose this place or that, because I 
am sensible, let the emigrants pursuit be what it may, 
his choice becomes bewildered on his arrival; for one 
will point out the State of Missouri-another Massachu
sets, the almost extreme boundaries east aud west. 

The pages I have not swelled or augmented by a 
prolix detail of pointing out distances from place to place 
-as there stands a tree, or here runs a shearn, which I 
considered unnecessary, and indeed useles~. If, therefore 
such remarks should be considered worthy of adoption, 
to remain at home, I have conscientiously, m an unpre
judiced manner, gained my purpose. On the reverse, 
should a transportation be decided on, I hope I have 
offered some means of defence and caution; and I sin
cerely wish those a safe passage, and the blessings of 
health, peace and plenty. 

And now to my distinguished friends, who kindly ho. 
nored me with th~ir fostering patronage as Suosc1"ioers, 
I once more appeal; I am aware a barrenness of intd. 
lect, as well as the cold han<l of penllry, will appeal" on 
the feature of these pages; yet poor as I am, I am still 
rich in thanks. (humbly, thertfore, illtreat, (though 
last, not least) tl1PY will deign to accept the permantnt 
and unfeigned gratitude of their 

Obedient, devoted Servant, 

THE AUTHOn. 
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CONCLUSION. 

PROBABLY the freedom of my remarks respecting 
some of the American leading characters, may be consi
dered libellous; but, I presume, the following will pr~: 
ted me from the Philistine grasp of American ex-offici-() 
obtrusion.-l have observed, that disaffection was thun
dered from the pUlpit dunng the late war in America; 
now as I do not wish to be condemned as a prejudiced 
aspersor, I respectfully submit the following quotations 
from different SERMONS during the war period;-such 
language would with us have been pronounced, at- least, 
if not treason, sedition; yet there such was not noticed: 

" If you do not wisb to become tbe slaves or those who own 
.laves, and who are themselves the slaves of French slaves, you 
must, in the language of the day, Cllt the connection," &c.-...... 
[Sermon by tbe Rev. F. Gardener, Boston, preacbed July 23d, 
1812.] 

According to the Rev. Dr. OSGOOD-

" Whoever assi!;ted the Government in an} way to rarry OR 

the war, was, in the sight of God, and hili law, a Dlurderer."_ .. 
(Sermon, June 27,1812.] 

"Were not tbe authon of tbis War ill cbaracter nearlya.kin 
to the Deists and Athei,ts of France?·.Were they not men of 
hardelled hliarts, .eared consciences, ... probate minds, and des. 
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l'uate 'WiC'k(,llness, it sef'ms uttnh' iUf'onctiYable that tbt-y 
ahoulu ho.1vt! wade.tbe Dt!cl,t,a.tiuu."-:-~ldcUl) 

U If at the pres(lIut mement no symptom~ of civil w.u appear 
fbf'y ct"rta.iuly ,,-ill SOOl), mtit!ss the courage of the war party 
tbouM fail tbem."---(Id.m.) 

The Rev. EL1JAil PARISH thus exhorts his Con
gregation :-

.. New England, if invaded, would be obliged to defend htr-
8I"lf; tIll yon not then mve it to yuur children, to your Gou, \0 

make peace for yoursd,·es."--[Scrmon, April7tb, 1814.J 

.. Tbe full vials of despotism are poured on your head!;, and 
yet you may {'h:tl1enge the plodding Isral!lite, tbe stupid Africau 
tbe t"..:-eble Chille:,e, the orow.;y Turk, or tbe frozen e1ile of ~i
~ri:\, to equal you in tame submission to the powers that be."· .. 
(Idem.) 

" How wil1 the snpporters of this Antichristian warfare en
dure their sentence?·--endure that fire that for ever burns, the 
worm which never dies, while the smoke of their torment a.,
eellds for ever and ever !---(Idem.) 
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PORTS OF EMBARKATION. 

• • • 
LONDON and LIVERPOOL are the principal; but the 

latter plare is infinitely preferable, bolh in respect to 
~hips, and frequtncy of departure for every American 
port. Having engaged a passage on board one of those 
horses of the mum, you proceed to obtain stores, ac
cording to circumstances; a trequent use of rhubarb, or 
Epsom salts, would be found beneficial during the pass
age. Finally, let me suppose the emigrant landed in 
!;afe!y, and g'ood health; if such intend to purchase 
land, to be careful; in Upper Canada it is given con
ditionally to resptctable men, but be cautious in the 
States: let no arrear of taxes be a kind of heir-loom, and 
be assured of a legal title, before you part with a dol
lar. I am sorry, as in duty bonnd, to recommend and 
suggest a modern term in thefiash vocabulary of the day, 
become deep Jiles; in one brief emphatic meaning, let 
GREEK MEET GREEK. Irrevocably fixed in opinion, 
that such and other precautions I have stated, are indis. 
pensable-I am inclined to admit, that a livelier peD 
than mine has formed for me aD ultimatum. 

" England with all thy fuults I love thee still!" 

-000-
FIN I S. 
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