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Froy Troy we began to retrace our steps to New
York by the west side of the Hudson, proceeding this
afterncon to Cruttenden’s hotel at Albany for the
night,

A company incorporated by the legislature are at
present engaged in Macadamizing the road from Albany
to Troy, upon the west side of the river. There are
about six miles of this road, which is quite level, and of
great breadth, with a very handsome foot-path. The
workmen employed are chiefly Irish. The foundation
of the road is well executed, but the stones are not
broken so small as Mr Macadam requires, of which 1
advertised some of the workmen on the road. The
stock of this road company is at present a favourite
speculation in this neighbourhood.

We found very comfortable accommodation at Mr
Cruttenden’s hotel, near the State-House at Albany,
and as good a tea and supper as we had seen anywhere.
He came in in the course of the evening,—a frank,
John Bull-looking personage, very fond of Scotch songs
and of Burns’s poetry.  He represents the prices of all
sorts of provisions at Albany as very cheap. A goose
sometimes to he had for a shilling Sterling, and a tur-
key for two shillings. I wasasked at Mr Cruttenden’s
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hotel, for the first tune in the United States, whether
we preferred to sleep on a mattrass or feather bed.

I called at the secretary of state’s office here, in or-
der to obtain a copy of the lust report respecting the
Auburn Prison, but was told that all the copies had
been given away, and that my only chance of obtaining
a copy was at the state-printer’s office in the lower part
of the city. Thither I accordingly went. The printer
doubted whether he had more than one copy to keep,
and he rummaged everywhere without success. 1 told
him this was very provoking for me, who had got the pre-
vious reports, and wished to have the last report put up
with them, that I might carry them together to Britain.
My last remark put things at once to rights. The printer
could not think of allowing me to go home without the
paper ; and he absolutely deprived himself of the only
copy he had, in order to complete my set. I stupidly
neglected to mark the name of this very obliging person.

We left Albany in the forenoon ; and after a drive,
great part of which was over a very rough road, we
reached New Baltimore, about twenty miles from Al-
bany, to dinner. On our route we enjoyed a particu-
larly fine view of Albany about five miles from the city.
‘While dinner was preparing at New Baltimore, we
stepped into a small bit of burying-ground, in an inte-
resting situation, on a knoll in the neighbourhood, con-
taining several inscriptions, of which the following are
two :—
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« My years and months they were but few,
And perfect health I never knew ;
In this cold grave my body rests,—
My soul doth dwell among the blest.™

¢ This monument to the memory of Mr Vandersee,
who died aged thirty-five years.” .

Another is, © In memory of Washington and La
TFayette, twin-children of George and Ann Ely, whe
died November 10, 1825, aged four and five days.

« Take these little lambs, he said,
And lay them on my breast ;
Protection they shall find in me,
And be for ever blest.”

At New Baltimore we were at the hotel of Guest.
The river is here still and placid. We had a very nice
dinner, but the landlord did not make his appearance
wntil about the time when we were going away. He
made an apology, saying, that there had been company
in his house the evening before, and that he had been
obliged to sit up with them till twelve o’clock. This
seemed to have deranged him. The fact is, that the
people are generally in bed before ten in this country.
The views from New Baltimore, along the river side
all the way to Athens, are as fine as any thing we have
seen, especially near Haight’s house at Athens, from
which the prospect, with the setting sun illuminating
the city of Hudson, was peculiarly charming. We
reached the village of Catskill in the evening, and took
up our abode at Cresswell’s, which is one of the very
best hotels in this country. The bar-keeper, who seem-
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ed to attend to all the details, is a German, The land-
lord, who has been in the house for thirty vears, is al-
most as jolly-looking a persou as Mr Cruttenden. Both
at Albany and here wax candles were provided without
any extra charge.  There was a degree of attention to
our wants here which I have hardly scen anywhere
else.  The sitting-room was large and well furnished.
We had our meals, although we were ulone, in the din-
ing-room, as ix always the case in this country. At
this house boarding for strangers was five dollars per
wecek, and for permanent boarders three dollars. The
provisions of every kind excellent.  Coffee as good as
any I ever saw except in France. The flies have been
very troublesome during the last four or five weeks. It
is necessary to put a cloth over any provisions on the
table, sugar, butter, &c.

It was on the morning of the first of October that
we went from Catskill to Saugerties, a distance of
twelve miles,—the thermometer again as low as 45°.
The road is badly cut on the side of a hill, but the coun-
try very beautiful. There are considerable falls of wa-
ter here, of which great use is made by a Mr Barcklay
of New York, who is said to have laid out, within the
last half dozen years, 300,000 or 400,000 dollars in
iron-works, cotton-works, paper-mills, and a paint-ma-
nufactory. Eighty tons of iron are frequently made
weekly. At the paper-manufactory, 150 girls get two
dollars a-week each, and are lboarded for one dollar
each. From hence, we went on twelve miles to King-
ston, or .Fsopus, a clean-looking village, situated in a
fertile and beautiful plain above the river. We lodged
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at a German’s of the name of Rutzen, where we had
quite a luxurious repast of veal cutlets and mushrooms,
broiled chicken, and vegetables, and were so favourably
impressed as to the management of the house, that we
were afterwards surprised to be asked by the chamber-
maid, whether the sheets on the bed, as they had only
been slept in by very genteel people, would do for us.
We sent for the landlady, who seemed greatly shocked
when she heard the question that had been put to us.
The chamber-maid, she said, had only lately come to the
house, and she immediately set every thing to rights.
She is a French woman. The form in all the Ameri-
can hotels is this, that the traveller, on entering the
hotel, gives the name of himself and his party to the
bar-keeper, who shows the party the bed-chambers
which they are to occupy.

The inhabitants of Kingston were amongst the first
opposers of the DBritish dominion in North America,
and the village fell into the hands of the British gene-
ral, Vaughan, who was on his way to meet General
Burgoyne, at the time when he heard of the disastrous
situation of Burgoyne’s army. He very wantonly, in
October 1777, in retaliation, burnt this village to the
ground. We searched in vain for an inseription which,
we were told, wus upon the end of the village church,
recording the particulars of this very unjustifiable act.
The elevation of the plain on which the village is built
is about 300 feet above the Hudson. The situation is
retired, and the village has as much the air of comfort
and ease as any place we have seen,

Leaving Kingston on the morning of the 2d, we
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came on to a stopping-place, composed of a few hamlets,
in a wild country, ut a place called Shungum, twenty-
two miles from Kingston.  The hotel here is kept by
Dr Young, who is the physician, hotel-keeper, and
post-master of the place. The Doctor was from home;
but Mrs Young, who is a good-looking, managing per-
son, of Dutch extraction, soon got us mutton-chops,
potatoes, pwinpkin pie, preserved pears, &ec. for which
she charged us ounly a shilling each. I was surprised,
while I was sitting at dinner, to be seut for to a neigh-
bouring store. I found it was occupied by Thomas
Dillon, a young man from the north of Ireland, who is
settled here, and doing well. He had learnt that we
were from Britain, and had sent for me, as he could not
leave his store, where there was no one but himself, to
insist that, as there was no wine in the hotel, I should
accept of some from him. I accordingly carried to the
hotel some Madeira and Malaga, for which he would
accept no payment whatever; and had the pleasure of
drinking a glass of wine with hiin in his store, to the
health of the emancipated Cutholics of Ireland, of whom
he was one.

Newburg hotel was our resting-place for that night.
The house kept by Belknap, the most disagreeable, as
it turned out, of any we have entered on our journey.
The people seemed to be quite above their business, and
inattentive to every hint we gave. I had particularly
requested that we should be placed in a quict part of
the house, which is a large one, on account of tempo-
rary indisposition,—but the room in which we were
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placed was in such a situation, that every person who
arrived from the steam-boats during the night passed
the door. Sleep was therefore out of the question.
The servants seemed to have the control of the house,
and every part of the management appeared to us to be
alike defective. 1 let the landlord know, before we
came away, what I thought of the treatment we had
experienced, and he then became very civil, and anxious
to remove the impression which it had made upon me ;
but it would be unfair not to mention this as the only
occasion during this journey on which we had any
reason to find fault either with the hotel-keepers or their
servants. The high grounds about Newburg present
many very fine points of view towards the river, and
its shores on hoth sides, and especially of the passage
of the river through the high-lands. The acclivity
from the water is very abrupt within the town itself, so
that the houses seem to be built on terraces on the side
of the hill,

From Newburg the road passes along the edge of
the river for about five miles, and it is impossible to
figure a more calm and peaceful scene. Then the road
enters the high-lands, and winds among beautiful val-
leys and rich hills.  After a drive of twenty-one miles,
we stopped to dine at the hotel of J. Coffey, at which,
though of the sccond class, we had an excellent mut-
ton-chop for dinner. The plates and stone-ware which
we had at dinner were from England, ornamented with
American devices. This is very common. There
were several handsome hooks in the parlour of this
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house, especially a fine cdition of Rollin, in quarto. A
few miles further on we stopped at the hotel of Mr
Sloat for the night.  This is one of the most comfort-
able of the country hotels which we have vet seen in
this country, quict and retired, not unlike an English
parsonage-house on a small <cale.  The proprictor of
this hotel, which has long heen used as such, has very
valuable landed property surrounding it, but although
he still gives accommodation to passengers, he does not
allow the stage to stup at it, so that it is (uite as frec from
bustle us a private house.  Mr Sloat himself is of Dutch
extraction, and speaks Duteh as well as English, which
15 the case with most of the Dutch farmers on both
sides of the Hudson. He was married to a lady of
Polish extraction. Wlen we reached the house, Mr
Sloat had just come in from a drill of the militia caval-
ry of light-horse. His dress is very much like the
Windsor uniform, in which, being a handsome man,
with a good horse, and well accoutred, he had more of
the military air than most gentlemen connected with
the army in this country whom I have scen. Service
in the militia light-horse for fifteen ycars, exempts from
militia service altogether. The whole expence of uni-
form and equipments is borne by the individuals, but
they are seldom in training for more than three davs
in the year. Mr Sloat has about 1400 acres of land,
great part of which is well cleared. His grandfather
was the original proprietor. Wood-land is here very
valuable, on account of the iron-foundery and cotton

works in the neighbourhood.  Mr Sloat has lately sold
A2
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200 acres of wood-land, which he had bought from the
States in 1801, for fifty cents. per acre, at an immense
advance. He keeps three pairs of horses, and two
pairs of oxen. We were greatly pleased with the whole
family, who were well-informed, and agreeable in con-
versation, and as anxious to get information respecting
British customs and manners, as we were to become
acquainted with theirs, and to see their domestic eco-
nomy. We were, therefore, very glad to find, that we
were, according to the custom of the house, to live in the
family rooms with the family. Mr Sloat’s eldest daugh-
ter is a very pretty girl of eighteen. She remained
chatting with us after the rest of the family had retired,
and, afterwards, when she saw my wife to her bed-
room, it did not occur to her, in her guileless nature,
to he necessary that she too should withdraw ; on the
contrary, she would have thought that she was guilty
of a wunt of courtesy, if she had not returned to bear
me company, until the time had come for my leaving
the parlour. I am thoroughly persuaded that the young
women of this rank in life of the United States are
quite equal to those of Great Britain in education, and
undoubtedly their manners are far more unembarrassed
and artless.  On the day following that on which we
arrived at Mr Sloat’s we returned to New York, pas-
sing through the manufacturing villages of Paterson
and Newark, which is one of the most beautiful vil-
lages in the neighbourhood of New York. We dined
at Paterson; and, happening to be there at the time of

the public dinner at Rogers’ hotel, we dined at the
1
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table d’lhote, before we proceeded to the New York
hotel in Greenwich street, where we had a scene with
the landlady before we could get a parlour, and a cheer-
ful fire in a very cold evening.  The entire expence of
our excursion, which lasted ten davs. cost, including
the whole charges for our hack and driver, ninety-
eight dollars.

On the day following that on which we arrived at
New York, we returned to the boarding-house near
Rochelle, where I was confined to the house for above
a fortnight, in consequence of an attack of inflamma-
tion in my eves, occasioned by a rapid change of cli-
mate on the 6th October, when there was a variation
from heat to cold of no less than 35° in twelve hours.
I mentioned this change of temperature afterwards to
Mr Pike, the well known optician of Wall Street, New
York, who made very light of it, telling me, that not
long since he had observed a variation of about 10° of
Fahrenheit in the course of an hour in a hot day in the
month of August.

I was attended during my illness by a medical prac-
titioner from New Rochelle, whose cliurge against me
for attendance and medicine, including bleeding and
blistering, was exactly a dollar for each of eight visits.
As soon as I was able to travel, I went to New York,
on account of some letters I expected, and had occasion
to accompany a mercantile gentleman on hoard one of
the New York sloops, which performs the dutics of a
passage-boat trom New York to Middleton, a distance
of twenty-five miles. The fitting up of this vessel is
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quite superior to any thing of the kind I have seen; the
beds were numerous and excellent, but such a number
of females soon came on hoard, that it became obvious
the gentlemen must shift for themselves.

We found soon after our return to our boarding-
house at New Rochelle, that it was intended to shut it
up for the winter, and were puzzled whether to return
to New York or to remain some time longer in the
country, the American autumn, as hefore noticed, ge-
nerally consisting of fine weather. We decided on the
latter alternative, and agreed to remain for some time
at the stage house in the village of New Rochelle, kept
hy a New Englander of the name of Weed. We re-
mained at his house from the 23d of October till the
heginning of December.  DMr Weed’s house was kept
very much in the style of'a country inn in Scotland; and
we, thercfore, made our bargain to have onr meals in
private. Mrs Weed was an active person in the house,
and she had a very smart female servant, Haimah, an
Amwerican, from a neighbouring village. She again was
assisted by a man of colour, who was lame, to clean
shoes, put on fires, and do all the dirty work ; and 1
have seldom scen uny one who was at all times more
ready and more active, except when her wistress al-
lowed her a holiday, or a respite for a few hours. The
husiness of the house was very considerable, ind there
were frequently guests who stayed all night. Yarties of
people from New York, the distance from which was
about tweunty miles, often came out to try the speed of
their horses in their gigs, or in a description of car-
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riage, which is very common for medical meun in the
United States, called a sulky, a small gig capable of
containing only one person.  Yet the whole husiness
of the house within doors was conducted by Mrs Weed,
who had a young family, and one female servant, as-
sisted by a Jame man of colour. There were every day
separate meals for the family and the boarders, consist-
ing of many of the merchants and tradesmen of the vil-
lage, as well us for ourselves,

New Rochelle was originally peopled by French re-
fugees after the revocation of the Edict of Nuutz, and
the names of the people are still very generally I'rench,
such as Petit, Badeau, Bonet, Gallandet, Renaud,
Le Compte, Le Fevre, &e. but the manners of the mo-
ther country have entirely left them ; whereas the Dutch
and Germans retain a great deal of their original man-
ners, and generally understand the language of their
forefathers. .

Our charge for lodging and board was four dollars
and a half for each, and we had every thing good of
its kind, tea, coffee, sugar, &c. Home-baked bread,
fish, or poultry, every day, and either beef-steak, broil-
ed chicken, or roast meat, or roast turkey, or poose,
wild fowl very abundant, especially wild ducks, the
price of which was frequently as low as a shilling for
three.

I happened to be at New York on the 30th October,
and embraced the opportunity of being present at a
yery numerously attended caucus meeting, held in the
Great Masonic Hall in the Broadway. This meeting
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had been got up rather presumptuously, as it appeared
to most people, by a coterie of the British, who ac-
knowledged Miss Wright as their leader. Mr Robert
Dale Owen, the eldest son of the well-known Mr
Owen, one of the number, had himselt' clected secre-
tary; and it was arranged that Mr Jennings, another
of them, should be orator.

. The meeting called itself that of the working-men;
and their object was to have working-men, or mecha-
nies, elected to the legislature.

Mr Jennings addressed the meeting in terms of com-
plaint respecting the aristocratical tendency of the
American constitution,—the unequal division of pro-
perty and power which it sanctioned,—the want of ge-
neral education,—the bad cftects of monopolies and state
banks, and licensed auctions; and the justice and pro-
priety of all in the land having equal food and clothing.
He therefore advocated the necessity of electing repre-
sentatives who would pledge themselves to support a
total change of system; and who, instead ot eloquence,
should possess enough of honesty to lead them to do
all in their power to obtain such alterations as would
produce an equal division of property of all kinds, and
a national system of education open to all, as well as
protection from all privileged classes.  The whole of
this address was mere common-place ;—not a new idea
started.  Mr Comstock, a eyder-merchant, followed
Mr Jennings; but the meeting would not hear any
more trash of this kind, and separated without adopting
any resolutions. T'o this proceeding I was a witness ;
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but next day a notice appeared in the newspaper from
Mr Dale Owen, the sccretary, coutaining resolutions,
recommending a certain list of persons as representa-
tives, agreed to at this meeting.

While we were at New Rochelle, Mr Dennys, an iti-
nerant lecturer on astronomy and the popular branches
of natural philosophy, became an inmate of the house.
He issued a prospectus for a course of lectures; and
the charge not being great, one shilling Sterling per
lecture, we procured tickets. We told Hannah, on
the tirst evening of the course, not to prepare tea for
us until we returned from lecture. The lecture-room
was, we found, tolerably well filled; and Mr Dennys
explained his subject with very tolerable clearness. He
very properly abstained from all attempts to illustrate
those parts of his subject which the great majority of
his audience, composed of boys at the academies, and
females, could not have comprehended. When we re-
turned from the first lecture, we found that tea, which
we had desired to be delayed till our return, was not
prepared ; but in a very short time Hannah, in her
holiday dress, appeared, expressing her vegret that we
should have had to wait a little while for her; but she
had been attending lecture, Mr Deunys having made
her a present of tickets for the course, and her mistress
having allowed her to attend. Many of the people
came two or three miles in their wageons or dearborns
to attend these lectures; and I really believe, from
what I heard, that there were few people in the village
who had not attended a course of these lectures at some
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time or other, and who were not tolerably well ac-
quainted with the history of the solar system. Mr
Dennys travels with his wife in his own carriage, con-
veying his orrery of his own construction, his magic
lanthorn, &c.

Hannah at one time left us for a few days to see her
relations in the neighbouring state. When she was
equipped for her journey, she opened our door before
stepping into the stage, to say, * Good bye, good bye,
—TI'll have you both in my miud till I return.” ‘When
she came back, she took my wife in her arms and kiss-
ed her, saying, ¢ I can’t help kissing you, for I am seo
happy to see you again.” A fact like this proves, to a
certain extent, the equality of footing that prevails ;
but I do not mean to infer that a servant would gene-
rally consider herself as on so familiar a footing.

A strange incident, as it appeared to us, happened
at the beginning of one of Mr Dennys’ lectures. A
man of colour, perfectly well apparelled, entered the
room, and was coming forward with a view to hear
the lecture, which had commenced. Mr Dennys ad-
dressing him, told him to go out, saying, * we want
no people of colour here; they are very well in their
own way, but we don’t mean to make them astrono-
mers.” 'The poor fellow was obliged to comply. After
the lecture, I ventured to remonstrate with Mr Dennys
upon the gross impropriety of his conduct; but his
answer was quite satisfactory, as far as he was con-
cerned,—the fact being, as he stated, that he had no
alternative. The people com;ected with the schools,
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and his audience generally, would have left the room
if he had allowed a man of colour to remain. Nothing
can be more disgracetul to the people of the United
States, nor more inconsistent with their professed prin-
ciples of equality, than their treatment of the free
people of colour. "They constantly subject them to in-
dignities of every kind, and refuse altogether to eat or
drink with them. If you have black scrvints and white
servants in the same lLouse, they never upon any ocea-
sion eat together; and this circumstance very often
obliges people to have servants of colour altogether.
Not far from New Rochelle is the property which
the government of the United States presented to
Thomas Paine after his return to the United States,
subsequent to the I'rench revolution. The author of
Common Sense,—a pamphlet of no ordinary ability, and
which contributed essentially to make the people of
the United States of one mind at the period of tlie de-
claration of independence, was well entitled to this
mark of gratitude from Congress. We frequently
passed his tomb on the road-side, inclosed within a bit
of circular stone wall. The surface of the interior
looks very much as if Mr Cobbett had actually carried
off Mr Paine’s bones; for it is in an uneven and dis-
ordered state, though now producing very beautiful
wild flowers, It happens strangely, that, on the part
of the high road immediately opposite to this burying-
ground, there is a Methodist meeting-house. The first
time that we passed the burying-ground on the 27th
October, we went within the inclosure to look at it.
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‘When we came out of it again, we were accosted by
Mr Bonnel, a neighbouring proprietor, who had been
out with his gun. He presumed, from his having seen
us make so close an inspection of the burying-ground,
that we were admirers of Mr Paine’s religious senti-
ments, for he immediately spoke of them, and told us,
that he rather inclined to approve of them himself. He
afterwards asked us to dine with him, which, howerver,
it was not in my power to do.

Paine was first known by the celebrated song which
he composed after Wolfe’s fall before Quebec, begin-
ning, ¢ In a mouldering cave, where the wretched re-
treat,” &c. ; but it was not until about the yecar 1775
or 1776 that he became celebrated. It does not ap-
pear that he ever received in money from the United
States more than L. 500, the gift of the State of Penn-
sylvania, and 5000 dollars from Coungress.  Congress
also presented him with the land near New Rochelle,
which was the confiscated estate of Frederick Davoe,
a loyalist, consisting of above 300 acres of well-culti-
vated soil, with a good stone house. IHe was seventy-
two years old when he died, on the 8th June 1809.

It is a singular fact, that a person of the same name,
Thomas Paine, to whom a prize had been adjudged,
about the beginning of this century, for writing a pro-
logue at the opening of the Boston Theatre, afterwards
obtained an act of the legislature of Massachusetts,
authorizing him to change his name to Robert Treat
Paiue, ¢ heeause he was unwilling any longer to bear
that of a certain noted infidel, and reviler of religion.”
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While the weather continued fine, and when the
roads were good, we took very long walks. When the
roads were wet, owing to much rain having fallen, Mr
Weed insisted on our driving out in une of his open
carriages free of expence; and he always sent it to
church with us when it rained, or when the road was
wet. One of the finest walks at New Rochelle, is
from thence along the shore to Hunter’s Island, situat-
ed at a distance of two or three miles, close to the
shore, to which it is joined by a bridge. There is a
great variety of ground in this island, which consists of
about 300 acres, and is well laid out in meadow-land
and wood, handsomely disposed. The house is in
beautiful situation, commanding fine views of the lawn,
and of the indented shores of Long Island, and the Frith
or sound dividing it from Hunter’s Island. The house is
a large stone building, of heavy architecture, but con-
taining a great deal of good accommodation. The
office-houses and garden are good, and in good order.
In short, this is not only a fine country seut, in the
English sense of the word, but a place well worth a
visit, on account of its peculiar and attractive beauties.
Mr Hunter is a man of large fortune in various parts
of the state. I was told that 30,000 acres of the Cats-
kill mountains belonged to him. Joseph Buonaparte
has been frequently here. Before he made his pur-
chase on the Delaware, he was very anxious to acquire
Mr Hunter’s Island; and showed his good taste, as I
think, in offering a very large price for it. It is in all
respects superior to the acquisition he afterwards made
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on the Delaware. But Mr Hunter was quite right to
decline, on any terms, to part with such a gem as this.

The second time that I had goue to this island to
enjoy its scenes, we were accompanied by a friend from
New York. Mr Hunter had by this time heard of our
being in the neighbourhood, and, having noticed us
when going away, he followed, and begged us to return
to his house and take some refreshment. It was get-
ting late in the evening at the time, and we were there-
fore obliged to decline to accept his hospitality on this
occasion ; hut we promised to take an early opportunity
of paving him a visit, which we accordingly did on the
16th November.  Mr Huuter was long a member of
Congress,—scenis i very gentlemanly person, of mild
manners,—very anxious that a good understanding
should subsist between the people of the United States
and of England, and thercfore regretting much the
views which Captain Hall has given of the United
States.  He expressed great approbation of the system
of farming practised by several Scotch farmers whom
he knew in various parts of this neighbourhood, espe-
cially by a Judge Somerville. Mr Hunter has had a
collection of pictures lately made for him in Italy by, 1
think he said, his brother, at present in that country.
I saw part of those pictures, and among them some of
considerable merit by Poussin, and Watteau, &ec.; but
it would have been tar more for Mr Hunter’s interest,
I suspect, to have purchased half a dozen fine pictures
by the best masters. A choice collection might have no
inconsiderable effect in forming the taste of the people.
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in this part of the United States,—far more than the
acquisition of so large a number of pictures of the
middling class.  Chaste works of art are mueh want-
ing in the United States. Few persons comparatively
are yet acquainted with them.  The collections of pic-
tures, and of works of art in the great towus, show great
want of information and skill.

I have never been able to obscrve either here, or in
other parts of the United States where we have vet
been, any ground for an observation which I have heard
again and again made by British writers, viz. that it is
ditlicult to understand the language which the Ameri-
cans use, and that an American does not at once under-
stand what an Englishman says. On the contrary, I
think it much more ditficult, in travelling in Britain, to
comprehend the various dialects that are used by the
lower clusses in different parts of the country. LEven
in the city of London, the language is very different in
the city and in the west end of the town. The style of
speakililg is very much the same all over this country.
The only difference seems to me to consist in the diffe-
rent signification which is given to a few words in Ame-
rica, such as the following :—A lady calling on us when
there was some melons on the table, we asked her to
partake of it as soon as the servant brought a plate.
She was in a hurry, and took up a little hit in her hand,
saying, allow me to take it ¢ friendly,”—meaning un-
ceremoniously. Of such words as this there is a con-
siderable number, but there is generally no difficulty in
finding out the sense in which they are used.
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CHAPTER IL

Removal from New Rochelle to Mr Van Boskerck's Boarding-House
at Hoboken—Situation— Colonel Stevens’ Property at Hoboken, for-
merly Mr Byard's Estate—Great Undertakings of Colonel Stevens’
Family — Steam-Boats, Stages, &c. — Patent for the Invention of
Shell-Bombs — Hoboken Ferry — Twin Steam-Boat tried without
Success— Superintendents of the Ferry—Sum paid for Ferry—Wharf-
age at New York—The Extent of Wharf for Hudson River Steam-
Boats—Salaries to Master and Crew of Ferry Steam-Boats—Salary
to Porter— Beauty of Walks at Hoboken—Mr Van Boskercks Ia-
mily — Gentlemen go to Market at New York — They frequently
carry home their Purchases—Shoe-black’s Dinner at New York—Mr
Taylor, Dutch Congregational Minister at Bergen — Character of
Americans of Dutch Extraction—Clergymen Preach in Dutch Lan-
guage—Mr Sobriski—His Property—His Manners-—Clergymen of
New York—Their Orthodox Doctrines—No connection of Clergy
with the State—No Grounds for the Charge of Fanaticism against
the people of United States gencrally—Mr Cone—Mr Power—Inter-
val between Morning and Evening Service— Grace said at Hoboken
Boarding-House —Women employed in Making Men’s Clothes —
Mr Rowe's Establishment—His Clothing-Store at New Orleans—
Custom of Visiting on New Year’s Day—Seed Cakes—Mildness of
Winter 1829-30—Filling of Ice-Houses—Mr Scott from Somerset-
shire, Overseer of Farms in New Jersey—His Mode of Living—
Watering of New York Streets in January 1830,

From December 1829 to January 1830.
In the middle of December, we removed from New

Rochelle to Mr Van Boskerck’s boarding-house, on the



HOBOKEN. 2

opposite side of the Hudson, for New York, at the dis-
tance ofaboutamileand a-half by steam-hoat, which passes
every quarter of an hour, from sunrise till after sunset.
The situation is most convenient, in a charming spot in
the country, with the finest walks conceivable at our
door, and it is in our power at any time to be in the heart
of New York in twenty minutes.  The village of Ho-
boken, at one end of which Mr Boskerck’s house is
placed, is on the New Jersey shore, immediately oppo-
site to New York, and is part of the extensive property
of Colonel Stevens, a gentleman above eighty years
old, who las three miles of beautiful lying coast adjoin-
ing to it. This was the principal part of the residence
and estate of Mr Byard, an American loyalist, whose
property in this country was confiscated, and the greater
part bought by Colonel Stevens at a very low rate, at
the end of the revolutionary war. Colonel Stevens
and his family, consisting of four sons, are all engaged
in great undertakings connected with the steam-boat
travelling of this country. They are proprietors of the
“ North America” steam-boat, and three other steam-
boats of the same class, which run between New York
and Albany upon the Hudson. They have steam-bhoats
in New York Bay, and on the Delaware, carrying on
the passage between New York and Philadelphia; and
they manage the stages which are required for the Jand
part of the communication between New York, Bruns-
wick, and Trenton. They also have steam-hoats and
stages to Newark, about nine miles from New York.
The road from Newark to New York is made through
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a swamp, and 1s one of the best roads in this country.
The distance being short, Messrs Stevens have put on
it a stage coach in the English form, with six horses.
The acconmodation without and within is sufficient for
thirty persons. ‘L'hey are proprietors of the great steam-
hoat ferry between Hoboken and two points in the very
centre of New York, at the bottom of Barcklay Street
and Canal Street.  Their steam-vessels are all built by
themselves at their dock at Hoboken, where they em-
ploy an immense number of workmen. Mr Robert
Steveus is an engineer of the first eminence in this
country. He holds a patent for the invention of shell
hombs, for which he is, and has been, well paid by the
government. The ferry station at Hoboken is about
eight minutes’ walk from our boarding house. The dis-
tance across the ferry is a mile and a-half, and the boats,
four of them in number, generally make the passage in
ten minutes, or very little more. The Twin steam-
boat was tried here some years ago,—but although the
situation is very much sheltered and land-locked, it was
found that she did not answer when the water was at
all agitated, and the experiment was therefore abandon-
ed. . One of the boats, of thirty-eight horse power,
carries 100 cattle, or twenty waggons and horses on
deck. The deck i~ altogether level.
enclosed, and on deck,—all the loats are coppered.
The passengers in stages or carriages of any kind never
get out of them in crossing the ferry. The superin-
tendents ut the different ferry stations receive the fare,
threepence sterling in summer:

The eugine is

» and sixpence in winter,



STEAM-BOAT WHARTS. 23

hefore the passenger enters the boat,—but there is also
a general superintendant to oversee the whole concern.
The present general superintendant is a most active,
intelligent person, and manages it admirably. The
sums received at the ferry stations are said to amount
to nearly 100,000 dollars a-year. Messrs Stevens pay
the New York corporation 2300 dollars a year for the
necessary wharfage on the New York side of the river.
They must have this wharfage, that they may be en-
abled to carry on the ferry from their own side. And
this state of matters puts it in the power of the New
York corporation to insist upon the establishment of a
proper code of regulations as to the times of the cros-
sings of the boats, and in other respects, during the
whole year.

One of the wharfs for Messrs Stevens’ Hudson river
steam-boats is 280 feet long, and thirty-five broad. The
masters of the ferry-boats have 700 dollars a-year each.
The crew, including the engineer, have, on an average,
350 dollars a-year. The porter at Hoboken (an Irish-
man) has a dollar a-day, for 865 days in the year, for
keeping the pier clean, and giving assistance to the
passengers landing, and especially for assisting the pas-
sengers coming ashore, and attending to their baggage.
There are small stores for selling liquor, fruit, confec-
tionaries, &c. in the boats,—they are places of about
eight feet by six in size. The store-keepers pay 200
dollars a-year for the privilege of selling these articles
here. Colonel Stevens and part of his family reside in
a beautiful villa, about half a mile from Hoboken, si-

VOL. 1L, B



26 WALKS AT HOBOKEN,

tuated upon a piece of fine flat ground overhanging the
river. They have laid out their ground adjoining to
the river, for above two miles, in public walks, which
the inhabitants of New York, who come over in prodi-
gious numbers, enjoy very much. In this way the
ferry is greatly increased, as well as the rent of a hotel
belonging to Colonel Stevens at Hoboken, which is at
present let at 2000 dollars a-year. The walks are
shaded with beautiful willow trees and other wood.
In winter the inhabitants do not think of crossing the
ferry on purpose for the walks, and we, of course, have
the walks very much to ourselves. The case is very
much the same with the boarding-house to which we
have come. The house is large, and every apartment
1s filled during the summer, but at this season there is
only one gentleman living in the house besides our-
selvex. It is quite removed out of the village, and ad-
joins Colonel Stevens’ grounds. It was bought for
2500 dollars, although the rent, which might easily
have been continued, was 350 dollars. This fact shows
the value of capital in the country. The family to
whom the house belongs, and who occupy it, are of
Dutch extraction. They were loyalists during the war
of the revolution, but are now converted into zealous
republicans.  The family consists of Mr and Mrs Van
Boskerek, a very fine couple, between sixty and seven-
ty years old, and two maiden daughters, who manage
the business, except in the marketing department, which
leads Mr Van Boskerck to New York twice or thrice
a~week. It is much more the fashion at New York
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for gentlemen to go to market than ladies, and gentle-
men very frequently carry home their purchase, espe-
cially if it be poultry, in their own hands. I have again
and again met a man of considerable property carrying
home a turkey in his hand. I afterwards heard at
Richmond of Chief-Justice Marshall, the head of the
law courts of this country, frequently carrying home
his dinner from market. He is a native of Richmond,
and resides there when his court is not sitting. There
is only one regular servant in this house, a married
woman of colour. Yet the whole arrangement of the
house is excellent, including provisions. Brandy and
water, and excellent beer, or rather ale, are regularly
upon the dining-table. The charge for hoarding is five
dollars and a-half a-week. We were treated in this
boarding-house quite as members of the family, and in
the whole course of our travels never met with wor-
thier or kinder people.

Not long after we came to Hoboken, I was asked
to dine with a friend at a boarding-house in New York,
and finding, after I had crossed the ferry, that it was
necessary for me to have the dust wiped off my shoes,
I went into a shoe-black’s apartment for that purpose,
and there I found him and his wife, both persons of co-
lour, (No. 32, Lennard Street,) at dinner, cousisting
of one of the fattest roast geese I had ever seen, with
potatoes, and apple-pie.

After we came to Hoboken, we frequently went on
Sunday to the Dutch Congregational Church of Mr
Taylor at Bergen, about two miles from Hoboken,



03 MR SOBRISKI.

Mr Taylor is an excellent preacher, and his congrega-
tion very respectable, both in point of numbers and ap-
pearance. Nothing was peculiar in the mode of wor-
ship, but that before the commencement of the service
the commandments were read by the clerk or precen-
tor.

No people are more respected for honesty and up-
rightness of character than the Americans of Dutch
extraction; butthey are not reckoned so enterprising as
the other classes of the inhabitants. There are indivi-
duals in this country even now who can hardly speak
a word of English ; and Mr Taylor, and all the clergy-
men of the Dutch congregations in this neighbourhood,
preach, at certain times, in the Dutch language. There
is quite a preponderating number of Dutch on this part
of the coast of New Jersey opposite to New York, I
had several opportunities of seeing, at Mr Van Bos-
kerck’s house, an old gentleman of seventy-five, Mr
Sobriski, who, though he knows a little English, will
hardly condescend to speak it. He is proprietor of
500 or 600 acres of very fine land, which grow most
beautiful apples, of which I again and again partook.
This gentleman, although at an advanced period of life,
and in the easiest circumstances possible, engages in no
transaction which can seriously affect his property, and
cares as much as he ever did for preserving his charac-
ter as a prudent saving man in money matters. He
never trusts a bank. He cannot avoid receiving bank-
notes in payment for the produce of his lands, but he
loses no time in exchanging them for silver, either with
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his neighbours, or at the bank. He is almost the only
person I met in the United States who prefers walk-
ing on feot to riding 1n a carriage, or on horseback,
on account of its expence.

Sometimes, when the day was particularly fine, we
weut to New York to church, and heard several of the
clergymen whose names are known to the public, Mr
Berrian, of the Episcopal Church; Dr Wainwright,
Dr Spring, Dr Snodgrass, and Mr Mason, of the Pres-
byterian ; Dr Macleod, of the Reformed Presbyterian
Mr Cone and Mr Maclay, of the Baptist ; Mr Power,
of the Roman Catholic; and I was also twice at Me-
thodist meetings, without, I find, having noted the
names of the clergyimen. There seemed to me no-
where any essential difference in the forms of worship
between this country and Great Britain. The doctrine
preached seemed to me more Calvinistic, or orthodox,
and the clergy not more zealous, certainly, than very
many clergymen in all parts of the British islands: but
as a body, far more zealous and earnest, and devotiuy
far more of their time to their religious duties than the
clergy in Great Britain, especially the regulur clergy
do.

It is impossible not in some degree to ascribe their
greater devotedness to their profession, to their being
unconnected with the state, aud to their being depen-
dant for their provisions upon their fellow-men.  Cases
do sometimes occur, where that dependence subjects
clergymen in the United States to arbitrary measures
on the part of their congregation ; but, as far as I could
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learn, such cases are not of frequent occurrence,—cer-
tainly not to be compared, in number, with those which
every day take place in Britain, where the clergyman
maintains his situation as pastor of a congregation after
he has proved himself totally unfit for the charge. I
am thoroughly persuaded that there is not the slightest
foundation for thinking, that, in the populous part of the
United States, the people are more liable to the charge
of fanaticism, or religious enthusiasm, than in Britain.
I suspect that those who have given currency to such
a notion, although they may have been accustomed to
attend church regularly when they were at home, had
never been in the habit of attending the churches of the
various dissenting sects in Britain, and have formed
their notion of a church upon the model to which long
custom has habituated them. It would be invidious to
make any comparison of the talents of such of the New
York clergy as I heard preach. I can very truly say,
that one and all of them seemed to me to be possessed
of respectable abilities and acquirements. Mr Cone’s
church was the most crowded of all the churches of
New York that I saw. Indeed, it was the only church
in the United States in which I had any difficulty in
finding a seat at once ; but the tide of Mr Cone’s popu-
larity was so great when I heard him, that the regular
sitters were in some degree tenacious of their rights.
Mr Cone was formerly an actor ; and he escaped, pro-
videntially, the conflagration of the Richmond Theatre,
when a vast number of lives were lost, some years ago.
He is certainly an eloquent person. Mr Power is an
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Irishman. The sermon which I heard him preach was
for a public charity ; and, equally good in matter and
manner, impressively and eloquently delivered.

There is a much longer interval between the morn-
ing and afternoon service at church in New York and
Philadelphia, and all over that part of the country where
I have been, than in Britain. The afternoon service
does not generally commence until three o’clock; and
the people universally, or almost universally, dine be-
fore the afternoon service.

I have already mentioned, that, in travelling through
the country, grace was never said, even before dinner,
at the public table; but here, at a private boarding--
house, it was regularly said, both befose breakfast and
before dinner ; and, what was quite new, both the land-
lord and landlady, Mr and Mrs Van Boskerck, repeat-
ed the words together. The people here generally are
Dutch Congregationalists.

At New York females are far more employed than per-
sons of the other sex in making men’s clothes. Women
are not allowed to work out of doors, and work within
doors must be found for them. There is never any want
of work for men as labourers, or as tradesmen. 1 was
acquainted with one gentleman, Mr Rowe, at New
York, who has a great establishment at New Orleans,
and, on account of the higher rate of wages at New Or-
leans, he constantly employs at New York six or eight
men to cut out clothes, and 200 or 300 tailoresses to
make them up.

New-year’s-day, 1830, took place while we were at
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Hoboken. It was a fine clear day. We therefore pas-’
sed over to Long Island to the Brooklyn heights, to
see the packets for England and other ports making sail
in the Bay. I never witnessed a more animating scene.
On our return through New York we were surprised
to observe the streets more crowded than at any former
period. We afterwards found, that it is usual for
people of all descriptions to call at each other’s houses,
were it but for a moment, on the first day of the year.
Cold meat, cake, confectionaries, and wines, are laid
out upon a table, that all who call may partake ; and it
seems the general understanding, that such a one’s
friends as do not call upon him on the first day of the
year are not very anxious to continue his acquain-
tance. There must be limitations to the rule, but
I never could get them well explained; and there
is no doubt, that the practice, as I have stated it, is very
general. The confectioners make great seed-cakes at
the period of Christmas and new ycar. They are
thought such curiosities, that advertisements are issued,
and people go to see them on the day before they are
cut. One of them at Palmer’s, the confectioner’s, weigh-
ed 1500 pounds.

The winter of 1829-30 continued free from severe
frost until after the middle of January 1830. Soon
afterwards, the thermometer fell a few degrees below
the freezing-point; then all hands were set to work
in order to have the ice-houses filled with that article
which is so indispensable in a warm climate. The
ice-house attached to the boarding-house where we
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were living contains thirty tons of ice; and, as no
ice is admitted into an ice-house here which is not
perfectly clean and clear, so that a lump of it may be
put into a glass of water or a bottle of wine, as much
care is necessary in selecting the ice perfectly pure
from the ponds, as in packing it in the ice-house.
The people were all alert and employed. Messrs Ste-
vens have immense depots of ice, both here and at Al-
bany, for their steam-boats on the Hudson river.

In crossing the ferry, I became acquainted with My
Scott, overseer of a farm near New Durham, about five
miles from Hoboken. He was in the habit of taking
cattle for his master to New York. He told us that he
considered himself very lucky in coming to this coun-
try. He was unable to pay his passage until two yeurs
after he arrived from England, eight years ago. A~
soon as he discharged that debt, he married a young
woman from the same county, (Somersetshire,) who had
come out unmarried. He asked us to come and visit
his house, and see how comfortable they were, which
we accordingly did, and found every thing as he had
represented. This family have the necessaries of life
in abundance, and are laying up a considerable sum
every year, how much he did not mention, neither did
he mention his wages exactly. Mr Scott told us that
they had plenty of animal food every day,—three cows
kept for them, three swine, and a garden. They have
three children, and complained of no annoyance but
what arises from the heat of the weather. Their So-
mersetshire dialect made their language more unintel-
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ligible to us than that of any other persons whom we
had seen in the United States.

The month of January 1830 was 1emarkable for
dry weather, to so great a degree, that the streets of
New York, especially Broadway, were regularly water-
ed,—the dust could hardly be kept down. At length,
about the twenty-fifth day of that month, the frost be-
came intense, and the communications from New York
to Philadelphia and to Albany, by water, were stopped.
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