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TO

JOSHUA DANCER, ESQ.,

SHINRONE, KING'S COUNTY.

My Dear Sin,

AvrLrow me to dedicate to you these Volumes, as @
Y s
stioht tribute of estcem for wyowr private character, and o
S Y s
gratitude for the many favours which you have conferred upon
me. They rclate principally to a country about which yow are
not wholly uninterested ; and if; in your moments of leisurc,
you derive cither information or amusement from their perusal,
however they may be reccived by the world, I shall not
regret the circumstance of having committcd them to the
5

press.

I am unconscious how far, or whether at all, my sentiments,
on some important subjects discussed in the following pages,
f)na'y co-incide with yours ; but I consolc myself with the rcflec-
tion, that, though you should be unable to subscribe to every
article in my political creed, you will not on that account think
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less favourably of my sincerity, or be less willing still to allow

me to rank among the number of your friends.

With this conviction on vy mind, permit me to assure you,
that I am,

My Dear Sir,

Yours most respectfully and affectionatcly,

E. 4. TALBOT.

Farcov-Squarge, Loxpon,
June 20¢th, 1324,



PREFACE

THE following pages relate chiefly to a country
which must be viewed, by the inhabitants of
Great Britain, with some degree of parental
solicitude : Their object s to give a true descrip-
tion of Upper Canada, to represent the vast
importance of that portion of his Majesty’s
dependencies, and to demonstrate some of its
capabilities as a grand field for coloniza-
tion. When British territory is my subject,
and the British Public my auditors, — if I
may so express myself,-—I hope I need make
little apology for having allowed this work to
pass through the press : For, though I am fully
conscious of my inability to do perfect justice to
the country which I have attempted to describe,
or to afford much amusement to a people whom
I am desirous to inform, I feel assured that my
well-intended endeavours will be regarded by
the candid reader as affording some excuse for

the absence of more shining qualities. To lite-
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vi PREFACE.

rary merit, I wish it to be distinctly understood,
I make not the slightest pretensions. Iam a
plain man, unadorned with the graces of eru-
dition, and accustomed to clothe my sentiments
only in the simple garb of unaffected sincerity :
And had some person of more competent acquire-
ments entered on this task, many hours of dili-
gent inquiry and industrious research, which
I have spent in collecting materials, would
have been devoted to other more profitable
pursuits. But as this has not been thc case, 1
shall perhaps obtain forgiveness for having per-
formed that indifferently, which no man has
attempted to perform at all.*

If, however, I had not the vanity to imagine,
— and perhaps it may be only an @magination, —
that these volumes contain as much uscful in-

# There have, I am aware, been several works recently pub-
lished, which give some account of Upper Canada; but they
have been written by Tourists, who have passed hastily through
the country, and who have, in common with all rapid travellers,
gleaned in their flight a few fragments of information, which,
though sometimes correct, are much more frequently manifestly
erroneous. Captain Stuart, the only resident writer, in his “ Emi-
grant’s Guide to Upper Canada,”—a work which might be much
more appropriately entitled the Pilgrin’s Guide to the Celestial
Regions,—has given some honest and valuable information respect-
ing the country ; but it contains such a confused medley of pole-
mical theology, whining cant, and complimentary bombast, that
it would require as much patience to travel through his duo-
decimo volume, as to make a pedestrian tour through the whole
of the Upper Province,
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formation respecting that part of the world to
which they relate, as is usually found in produc-
tions on similar subjects, I should certainly
never have been induced to offer them to the
acceptance of the public.

To those who may be disposed to apply to
my style the severity of criticism, I would beg
leave to observe, that, if I had even felt a dispo-
sition to become a candidate for literary fame,
my numerous avocations would have precluded
the possibility of bestowing such a portion of
time on these pages, as every literary man
knows to be indispensable to the accomplish-
ment of such an object. Compelled, as I have
been, to employ almost every hour of my life
in avocations, — which, though less congenial
to me than those of literature, are necessarily
of greater importance, — I have had little leisure
either for partaking of those intellectual ban-
quets which are provided in rich profusion by
other writers, or of attempting to prepare for
my own readers a more homely repast. Much, I
think, will not be expected from me, when
I acknowledge, that almost every sentence
contained in these volumes was composed by
the light of the midnight lamp, with a mind
sometimes unhinged, and often enervated, from
having been employed during the day in duties
of paramount consideration. During a resi-
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dence of nearly six years in America, I cannot
now call to recollection a single day which I had
an opportunity of devoting exclusively either to
pleasure or to study: And these circumstances,
united with the fact that the greater part of this
work was written before the author had attained
his twenty-third year, will constitute a sufficient
apology for the defects which it contains.

In the succeeding InxTrRODUCTION, I have
adverted to my native country, and to ihe
motives for leaving it by which I and my
friends were influenced: 'The reader will
there find, that I am an Irishman; and if,
in the indulgence of a strong attachment to the
land of my birth, I exhibit some of that warmth
of feeling and expression by which all my coun-
trymen are distinguished, I hope to be par-
doned for such unstudied and incidental dis-
plays of nationality.

I know only ef another circumstance to which
I may be expected to allude in the form of brief
apology; and that is, to the recital of some
Trans-atlantic conversations which occurred in
my presence, and which 1 considered to be
highly characteristic of American morals. These
details, however, it will be perceived, have
been given with as studious a regard to decency,
as the high claims of my duty to the Public
would allow. I could not reconcile it to my
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judgment, to suffer any man to rise up from
the perusal of this publication, without oblain-
ing from it accurate intelligence concerning the
state of society in Upper Canada : And, though
a decided friend to the speedy colonization of
that fertile and extensive tract of the New
World, I raise my warning voice against the
undue expectations which an emigrant may
cherish respecting “the artless simplicity, the
innocent lives, and the unsophisticated manners”
of American settlers, among whom he intends
to take up his future abode. To tell such an
individual, ¢ that he is about to be introduced
“to an earthly Paradise, in which persons of
“ both sexes are celebrated for their chaste con-
“ verse and exemplary virtues,”—would be most
egregiously to mislead. But when I offer hint
a few practical illustrations of Canadian moral-
ity, and shew him the proximate causes of the
grossness of manners and of the semi-barbarism,
which are much too prevalent, I guard the pro-
posed settler against all misapprehensions on
this subject, in a more effectual manner than by
general remarks and distant cautions.

In communicating to the world the result of
my observations on the Canadas, I have, accord-
ing to modern usage, adopted the epistolary
form, on account of the facilities wiiich it affords
to such a writer as myself in the free expression
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of his opinions ; and chiefly because, under the
familiar designation of A CorrRESPONDENT, I am
enabled to introduce numerous remarks that
might appear too trivial, when delivered in the
imposing formality of didactic composition. The
extracts from the Journal, which I wrote during
my excursion through the United States, I have
presented to my readers in a consecutive and
abridged narrative, that it might be complete
by itself.

I lie under no necessity to assure those who
know my connections in life, as well as my prin-
ciples, that my sentiments on several of the
subjects discussed in these volumes, have been
as maturely formed, as they are honestly and
fearlessly declared ; and that many of them are
at variance with those of some persons whom I
highly respect. But how erroneous soever these
friends may deem certain views and conceptions
which I entertain and have here published, it is
a duty I owe to all other persons to affirm, that
in no single instance have I enlisted wilful mis-
representation or personal obloquy in support of
my positions ; but have stated facts and reasoned
upon them in a manner, which, I hope, the
most scrupulous of my readers will consider to be
at once fair and conscientious.

E.A.T.
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INTRODUCTION.

Ir1 may form any opinion respecting the feelings
of other men, by the general inclination of my
own, on subjeets which may be supposed to have
nearly a similar effect upon all, I think every
reader must evince a wish to know something of
the author whose works he may have an opportu-
nity of reading. It is, however, difficult {o tender
this mformation, without either incurring the impu-
tation of egotism, or appearing solicitous to con-
ceal something with which curiosity might wish to
become acquainted.

I make no pretensions to more of that ¢ charity
which thinketh no ewvii,” than is inherent in the
intellcctual part of our species; and yet I always
feel disposed to put the most favourable construc-
tion on the confessions of an author, who endea-
vours to introduce himself to his reader, with a
becoming diffidence. I enter on the perusal of his
work with additional zest. His frankness, mspeak-
ing of himself and his connections, inclines me to

YOl. I. B



9 INTRODUCTION.

think favourably of his character; and, from the
previous knowledge which I thus obtain of his pri-
vate concerns, I feel far more interested in his fate,
and in the varying sensaticns of pleasure and pain
with which he is affected,—even if his style be not
altogether unexceptionable,—than if I were read-
ing the most elegant composition of an utfer stran-
ger. I have been accustomed from my boyhood
to regard those unassuming, yet manly, explana-
tions as @ friendly shake of the hands between the
writer and his reader ; and, after such an introduc-
tion, I pass as pleasantly over his pages, as if in the
company of an old acquaintance.

This preliminary information is still more neces-
sary from any writer who assumes the character of
a “ Tourist,”—how slight soever may be his claims
to that appellation. Every man betrays a desire
to become acquainted with the real motives that
have induced the wanderer to roam, and to give
the world a history of his adventures,—of the ideas
which have arisen in his mind on viewing particular
objects,—or of the vivid images which have been
impressed on his memory by contemplating man
under the influence of “ other laws and other climes.”
Reasoning thus, with all humility, from myself to
others, I have resolved to prefix to these volumes
a brief statement of the reasons which first induced
me and my connections to emigrate.

Poverty, I conceive, is no ecrime. The greatest
sages of antiquity have not been ashamed of allud-
ing to res angustas domi : and it would be a curious
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instance of sentimental fastidiousness, or modish
affectation, in one so far beneath the least of them,
were I to hesitate in the acknowledgment, that I
became an exile, not as a matter of choice, but of
necessity,—not with the view of realising a fortune
in the trans-atlantic wildernesses,—but of escaping
from penury and its consequent miseries, in the land
of my nativity.

My father, once possessed of a handsome compe-
tency in the South of Ireland, found himself, about
the conclusion of the late war, in such circum-
stances as to preclude the possibility of his continu-
ing in the country, without descending from
that sphere of life in which he had been accus-
tomed to move, to one, for the endurance of
whose toils and difficulties he was, by his former
habits, completely incapacitated. Being attached
to a military life from his infancy, and having
early entered into the Militia of his native county,
—in which, however, he did not long remain,—his
sons very naturally manifested a strong predilec-
tion for the army. Believing that he had interest
sufficient to obtain commissions for us, as soon as
we should attain to a proper age, he endeavoured,
limited as his resources were, to give us such an
education as would qualify us for a station in that
school of honour, the British army, without dis-
gracing our profession, or in any other manner
placing insuperable barriers against our future pro
motion. This hope alone served, for many years,

B2
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as an encouravement to him to buffet the waves of
acverse fortune, till he could thus provide for my
brother and me. But his expectitions, at the return
of peace, were all biasted. Alinost every avenue
of honourabl2 competition, in other professions, was
then pre-oceinpied ; and they soon became still more
crowded, when many voung men, who were obliged
to retire from the service, sought out new sources
of advancement, with higirer elaims upon that coun-
try for whose hononr several of them had fought
and bled, than could even be assumed by the most
respectable person in private life.

Giloomy and lowering at that time were the pro-
spects of our family.  When my father perceived,
that the door of military preferment was, through
ineviteble circumstances, closed against his sons,—
and that scarcely a chance remained of our success
in other quarters, or of Leing able to escape

The whips and scorns of time,

The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely,
The pangs of despis'd love, the law’s delay,

The insolence of office, or the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes ;—

he directed his attention to emigration, as the only
means of providing for his numerous family, and
of avoiding those painful feelings which must neces-
sarily arise in the breast of any man, who, through
the eflects of youthful indiseretion or other disas-
ters, cannot prevent his children from retrograding
In the scale of society.
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Whatever portion of pride max enter into the
composition of such wounded feelings, they will at
least command synipathy from those whose sensi-
bilities are alive to the condition of an ailectiouate
parent, doomed to spend the evening of his days,
In comparative poverty, near the place of his birih,
and contiguous to the very poszessions which had
for ages been the abode of his family.

Thousands of the unfortunate sons and daughters
of ireland were at this {ime contemplating a removal
to the United States of America. The popular pre-
judices, in favour of settling there, were then in
their full force, though many of them have since
been dissipated by the painful experience of sueh
as {oo readilv believed the glowing descriptions
which had been ¢iven, or deceived theiuselves with
unreasonable anticipations. The amazing variety
and extent of territory in the Republie,—the ample
choice of climate and soil which it oilers to agricul-
turists,—the successful enterprize of the iirst settlcrs,
—and the rising importance of some receni establish-
ments,—all conspired to recommend that portion
of the New World to the notice of adventurers.
But there was another consideration, which, in my
father’s mind, preponderatod over all these seduc-
ing advantages: To become the subject of a coun-
try avowedly hostile to that in which his family
had, for many centuries, flourished in the sunshine
of British protection,—to separate himself for ever
from British 1nstitutions and British laws,—and to
be compelled to teach his little children the political

B3
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creed of a Republic, for which he could himself
never feel a sentiment of attachment,— were
thoughts which neither he, nor such of his children
as were capable of judging for themselves, could
ever be induced to entertain.

These were the chief considerations which decided
us in giving a preference to the unexplored wilds
of Upper Canada, and made us neglect what was
generally denominated ‘the Elysian scenery” of
the United States. With this choice,—although
originally made from political motives,—we have
had no reason to be dissatisfied. On the contrary,
after a trial of nearly six years, we felicitate our-
selves on the determination to which we then
came. DBut as the reasons of our self-gratulation
will be fully developed in the subjoined narrative,
1t is unnecessary in this place to anticipate the
subject.

Our choice of country having been maturely
formed, my father applied to Earl Bathurst, his
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonial De-
partment, fora grant of land in the Canadas. This
application was accompanied with the following
letter from a highly respectable Irish nobleman :

“Birr CasTLE, 31st Dec., 1817.

1

“ My Lorbp,

“ Mr. Ricuarp TarBor, who lives in
this neighbourhood, and who has some intention
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of settling in Upper Canada, has requested from
me a letter of recommmendation to your Lordship.

I have known Mr. Talbot, and all his family,
for many years. They are all very loyal, worthy,
and highly respectable people ; and, I am certain,
they will always discharge, with the strictest fide-
lity, any trust which his Majesty’s Government
may repose in him; and, I am confident, that he
will be found by the Government of Canida, should
he go there, a most zealous, attached, and active
subject of his Majesty’s, as he has always been in
this country : And 1 beg leave to add, if you will
permit me so to do, that any mark of attention, with
which you may be pleased to honour him on this
occasion, will be esteemed by me a most particu-
lar favour.

¢ T have the honour to be, my Dear Lorbp,
“ Your very faithful and obedient Servant,

(Signed) “ ROSSE.”
« To Earl Bathurst,” &c, &e.

In a short time the Earl of Rosse received, and
forwarded to my father, the subjoined reply :

« Downing-Strect, July 27th, 1818.

“ My Dear Lorbp,

¢ I have had the honour of receiving your
letter of the 29th ult., recommending to my favour-
able consideration a memorial of Mr. Richard Tal-
bot. I have only deferred the acknowledgment
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of it so long, in order that I might have it in my
power to communicate to your Lordship the extent
of encouragement which his Majesty’s Government
were prepared to give to persons desirous of receiv-
ing grants of land in Canada. I cannot bettgr
explain their decision upon this point, than by
inclosing, for your information, a copy of the letter
which I have directed to be address2q to all persons
making similar applications, and which contains a
full statement of the conditions under which alone
rxtensive grants of land can be made to any indi-
viduals.
¢ T have the honour to be, my Drar Loxrbp,
“ Your very faithful, humble Servant,
(Signed) « BATHURST.”
« To the Larl of Rosse.™

The following is the circular to which Earl
Bathurst alludes:

“ Colonial Department, Downing-Strect,
“ May 16, 1818.

“ Sir,

“1I am directed by Lord Bathurst to
acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the 29th of
December, 1817, that his Majesty’s Government
have ceased to give any encouragement to indi-
viduals desirous of proceeding as Settlers to his
Majesty’s Colonies abroad, beyond a grant of
twenty-five acres of land, in the Colony which
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they may select,and that they are neither to expect
a passage at the expence of Government, nor any
assistance after their arrival in the Colony.

“ Lord Bathurst is, however, ready to receive
proposals from any persons willing to undertake,
erther in person or by their agents, the cultivation
of larger grants of land, either at the Cape of Good
Hope, or in the North American Provinces, under
the following conditions:

¢ Such grants will only be made to those who
can engage to take out, and locate upon the land
granted, ten settlers at the least; and the quantity
of land granted, in each case, will be in the propor-
tion of One Hundred acres for every settlel pro-
posed to be taken out.

‘““ In order to prevent any evasion of this con-
dition, the person applying for a grant of land will
be required to pay down a sum at the rate of Ten
Pounds for every settler, which sum will be repaid
to him, so soon after his arrival in the Colony as
the Settlers shall have been located upon the land
assigned.

“I am only further to acquaint you, that, in
case of your being willing to undertake the culti-
vation of land under these conditions, either at the
Cape of Good Hope, or in North America, and in
the event of your proposal being approved by his
Lordship, a grant will be made to you free of
expence ; and the necessary tonmage will be pro-
vided for the conveyance of yourself or your agents,
and the Settlers whom you may have engaged to
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accompany you. The expence of victualling the
Settlers will be to be defrayed by yourself.
¢ 1 am,
¢ SIRr,

¢ Your humble Servant,
« HENRY GOULBURN.”

My father at once acceded to the terms proposed
in this document; and, instead of procuring ten
Settlers to accompany him, fifty-four families, con-
sisting of nearly Two Hundred persons, presented
themselves as candidates for emigration under his
auspices. When he had made the requisite arrange-
ments with this numerous party,—some of whom
were respectable yeomen, and others, small farmers
of loyal principles and fair characters,—he fulfilled
the conditions of Earl Bathurst’s letter, by paying
down the specified deposit.

Immediately after the completion of this part of
the business, we received the following note from
Mzr. Goulburn, inclosing Lord Bathurst’s order to
the Governor of Canada:

 Downing-Street, 14th May, 1818.

“ Mr. GouLBURN presents his compliments to
Mr. Talbot, and transmits herewith Lord Bathurst’s
order to the Governor of Canada, to make the grant
of land in proportion to the number of Settlers
who accompany him.”
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« Secretary of State’s Office, Downing-Strect,
s 27th May, 1818.

¢« SIR,

*“ Ricnarp TaLBor, Esquire, having engaged
to take out to Canada the Settlers whose names
are hereunto annexed, you are in the first instance
to assign to him a grant of land, in the propor-
tion of One Hundred acres for each male indi-
vidual above the age of Seventeen years who may
accompany him. And as the Settlers become located
on the land assigned to him, repay to him the
sums affixed to their respective names; drawing on
my Under-Secretary for the amount.

¢ T have the honour to be, &c. &c.

(Signed) “ BATHURST.”
« Sir John Cope Sherbrooke,

« Governor of Canada,” &c.

On receipt of these letters, which were tant-
amount to marching orders for our busy band of
settlers, we prepared for our immediate departure
to the place of embarkation.

As a particular account of the subsequent pro-
ceedings of the whole party will be found in these
volumes, the preceding Introduction, will, it is
hoped, be considered sufficiently copious.
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LETTER I

DEPARTURE FOR COVE—FEELINGS ON CONTEMPLATING THE COUN-
TRY THROUGH WHICH WE PASSED—TIHE REGRETS WHICH IT
OCCASIONED—ARRIVAL OF THE SHIP FOR OUR CONVEYANCE—

A DESCRIPTION OF HER—THE ACCOMMODATIONS — EMBARKA-
TION, &c.

Cork Harsour, June 13th, 1818.

THE celebrated Lady Morgan has justly observed,
“ that there are certain emotions which no elo-
“ quence can paint, which good sense shrinks from
“ attempting, and which,—however strongly con-
‘ ceived by the mind, pourtrayed by the fancy, or
“felt by the heart,—become feeble and languid
““ through the coldness of detail.” Never did I feel
so foreibly the truth of this sentiment, as I do
at this instant ; and never until now, were the feel-
ings of mv soul of that acute nature which language
would in vain attempt to delineate in all their
force and poignancy. The thought of separating
myself for ever from a beloved country, from the
companions of my youth and the friends of my
bosom, produces such an assemblage of conflicting
sensations in my mind, that,—were it not for the
solacing hope of independence beyond the Western
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Main, and the exhilarating idea of a constant inter-
change of sentiment with those who may deem me
worthy of their correspondence,—this feeble spirit,
devoid of every other support, would, I fear, soon
sink beneath the burden of its sad reflections.
You had frequently endeavoured to persuade
me, that, in the first moments of keen affliction,
it is useless to contend with the overwhelming sor-
rows of the heart; but the justness of this remark,
I was, as you may recollect, always unwilling to
admit. Now, however, I am satisfied, from painful |
experience, that, in such cases, we vainly look
around us for sensible objects, which, though not
sufficiently potent to eradicate our sorrows, may
serve at least to divert them ;—that man, of himself,
is more eminently “a creature of circumstances,”
than the wisest or the humblest of us is willing
to allow ;—that human nature is rightly said, on
the highest possible authority, to inherit the pro-
perty of looking too much at ¢ the things which
are seen,”’ at those objects which urgently force
themselves on the immediate attention of our
spirits ;—and that consequently, the more elevating
and important considerations, of whose benign
and salutary impressions we are at other times sus-
ceptible, are frequently, on these more trying
occasions, either totally forgotten, or allowed to
exert their influence without effect. While enve-
loped in this mental gloom, we lose our relish for
the captivating scenery of nature, which, in its
almost infinite variety of forms, is calculated to



PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 15

inspire delight: But her charms in vain present
themselves to one, whose heart is ill at ease, and
who is either lingering with mixed sensations of
complacency and regret on the past, or is ylelding
the reins to his imagination in excursive anticipa-
tions respecting the future. These keen emotions
have taught me, that if the first ebullitions of sor-
row receive no sudden check, but are permitted
to expend their rage, they will, like the troubled
waves of the ocean after a violent storm, gradually
subside, and imperceptibly qualify us for resuming
our former placidity, without losing the more
soothing portion of our regrets.

Sensible, however, that ¢ while the mind con-
“ templates its own distress, it 1s acted upon and
“ never acts, and that, by indulging in this contem-
¢ plation, it only becomes more unfit for action,”
—I shake off the lethargy that already begins to
steal upon my faculties. Lamenting no longer what
is remediless, I will not seem desirous of exciting
your sympathy by further sorrowful allusions to
events now beyond human control ; but will pro-
ceed to the fulfilment of my parting promise, and
have only to request that you will kindly

Accept whate’er Eneas can afford.

After bidding you perhaps an eternal adieu, on
the morning of the 4th instant, I passed through
the most romantic country imaginable ; but, not-
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withstanding the beauty and magnificence of the
diversified landscapes, studded with beautiful seats
and elegant villas, which continually came within
my view, I sauntercd along without deriving even
a momentary gratlﬁcatlon from the scene. I beheld
all, perhaps too much in the spirit of a convict,
{though devoid of the guilty portion of his corrod-
ing feelings,) who is doomed to perpetual exile,
and whb, while sailing to a foreign land, looks with
a stupid indifforence upon the shores of his native
countrv, as they recede from his sight in majestic
pride, and with unpitying rapidity. I reflected
that, in all human probability, I had beheld for the
last time the “scenes of my childhood;” and the
very thought of quilting my native land for a
foreign soil, sickened pleasure in a manner which
baffles expression.

I said within myvself, and my looks must have
conveved my sentiments to all around : ¢ Sublime
¢ and picturesque assemblages, adieu! The contem-
plation of the enchanting scenery and %upelb
erections which you present, would formerly have
afforded me unmixed satisfaction ; but your proud-
est displays now serve only to add poignancy to
grief, and to aggravate those wounds which are
still rankling under recent inflictions. Never more
will you produce a pleasing sensation in my mind,
which will not be embittered with sleepless regret,
—which will not be mingled with the gloom of
retrospection, and the sigh of patriotism.”
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Perhaps you will call me an enthusiast ; but you
know,

That when, by adversity frequent and deep,
The bosom is sentenc’d to bleed ;

We feel a sad pleasure, all lonely to weep,
And love on our sorrows to feed.

When we came to Cove, we found, that the ves-
sel which was appointed to convey us to America,
had not arrived. We were therefore compelled
to take lodgings, which, fortunately, we procured
at a moderate price, and in an agreeable part of
the town, from which we had an extensive view
of the harbour and its various fortifications.

In this place we remained upwards of a month,
before we heard of the arrival of the Bruxswick.
She 1s a very fine ship, and elegantly fitted up
for our accommodation. Her cabin-apartments
consist of a large dining-room ; two state-rooms,
in each of which are births for four persons; and
two ample bed-chambers, with births for nearly
twenty persons. The steerage contains about forty
births, each of which is capable of accommodating
six men, or a proportionate number of women and
children. The Bru~xswick is of 541 tons burden,
and commanded by Captain Blake, an Englishman
and an officer of great experience. A She has on
board 150 tons of ballast, 150 tons of ordnance-
stores for the garrison of Quebec, and three months’
provisions for my father’s settlers. These provi-

Vor. I C
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sions are to be issued, only in the event of their own
being exhausted by a tedious voyage, or through
any other fortuifous occurrence.

The cabin was intended solely for the reception
of my father and his family; but as there are
three other families of respectability to accompany
us,—those of Mr. Geary, Mr. Hardy, and Mr.
Burton,—we have allowed them to partake of the
accommodations which it affords.

Yesterday morning the settlers embarked ; and,
about eight o'clock in the evening, the captain
despatched a boat for the cabin-passengers, the ship
having previously dropped down the river. While
the boat approached towards the shore, we stood
on the quay, twenty-four in number; and never
surely did ghastly countenances and downcast eyes
better portray the feelings of the heart, than did.
those which we exhibited when the sailors called
aloud for *‘ the state passengers of the Bru~xswick !”
It was a fine calm evening; and the sun,—as if
unwilling to witness our grief, or to expose us to
the full gaze of impertinent curiosity,—had just
retired below the Western horizon.

After handing the ladies and children into the
boat, I stood for a few moments on the shore;
and, looking up towards heaven, implored its
Eternal King to pour down his choicest blessings
on the care-worn inhabitants of my native isle.
¢ May dire necessity never more constrain a son
‘“ of Erin to abandon her emerald shores !,” was the
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last prayer which ascended from my lips on Irish
ground ; and the most ardent desire of my heart
was couched in that brief ejaculation.

I was in the act of jumping into the boat, when
I thought I heard a voice that was familiar to
my ears,—but it proved to be one of those strong
illusions of fauncy, with which we are sometimes
assalled, when our imaginations deceive our senscs
by depicting such things as we earnestly wish to
see or hear. Only in our cooler moments can we
philosophize on the theory of such pleusing yet
evanescent deceptions; but when the feelings are
strongly excited, as mine were at that moment,
philosophic reflection has no scope for display. I
looked around, therefore, with impassioned eager-
ness, expecting to receive the parting benediction
of some bosom friend, ere I tore myself for ever
from the land of my nativity. But this was more
than I could have expected, had 1 employed but
an instant in considering, that I had long before
taken my last leave of you and of my most iati-
mate friends, whom I prohibited from protracting
my misery by a renewal of the parting scene at
the moment of embarkation, of which, from its
uncertainty and the great distance between us, you
could not be duly apprised. Some of you, I might
have thought, had disregarded this request, and
had most opportunely arrived to impede my depar-
ture; but, alas! it was like a passing dream, and
neither friend nor acquaintance appeared. Every
face was strange, all hearts were light and glad,

c2
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and every eye sparkled with pleasure : Indeed, all
seemed, not only unconscious of our feelings, but
unconcerned for our fate. I had, however, gazed
but a moment, when a gentleman of prepossessing
appearance and polite address came out from the
crowd, as if he fancied himself invited by my
inquiring looks, and with the warm pathos so
peculiar to an Irishman accosted me thus: ¢ Sir,
« are you about to bid a final farewell to your
“ pative country, and to become an exile In a
¢ foreign land?” These words, though uttered
in the most feeling manner, pierced my soul, and
al this distant moment they vibrate on my ear.
For some time, I felt unable to answer his kind
enquiry ; but, at length, I faintly articulated an
affirmative. He then viewed my countenance with
much apparent sympathy, reached me his hand,
and remained silent. But his looks were far more
eloquent than words; and, I am confident, if it
had not been through a fear of infringing the rules
of politeness, he would have instantly inquired into
the circumstances which had driven me to adopt
this apparently dreadful alternative: For as such
it was undoubtedly considered by him,—who, in
all likelihood, had never tasted the bitter cup of
adversily, nor experienced the difficulty of con-
tending with the many ills of capricious fortune,
in a land where he that has once fallen a victim
to her malign influence, can scarcely hope again
to raise himself to his former eminence. Emigra-
tion, however, though viewed as a real but unavoid-
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able evil, did not present to me the same terrific
aspect, as it would to a man of afluence. ¥or,
young though I am in years, my path has long been
strewed with sharp and entangling thorns; and I
saw no possibility of regaining that independence
for which I, and those connected with me, had
long and ineffectually struggled in this distracted
country. I need scarcely tell you, that I parted
from this interesting young man with a sort of
pleasing regret. Hisunsolicited and soothing atten-
tions were at that moment like those of an angel
from the skies, commissioned to alleviate the suf-
ferings, and administer to the necessities, of a mind
that required more consolation and firmness than
human aid could impart. His disinterested anxiety
about my future prospects eased my oppressed
spirit of a load, which the less affectionate con-
dolence and enquiries of some among my older
acquaintance had not been able to remove.

We had some difficulty in stemming the tide,
which, like an unceasing and impetuous torrent,
opposed the progress of our boat ; but, about half-
past nine, we boarded the Brunswick, and soon
afterwards took those stations which had been
severally allotted to us for quarters during the
voyage. When the rest of the passengers had
retired to rest, I walked upén the quarter-deck,
where I spent a silent solitary hour, alternately
meditating on the land which I had quitted, and
the scenery by which I was then more immediately

surrounded. A finer evening never called forth
c3
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the grateful praise of man. The heavens were illu-
mined with more than ordinary splendour; not a
breath of wind disturbed the smooth waters of
the overflowing basin upon which we floated ;
not a sound was heard, except the dashing of the
breakers on the jutting rocks. Iere I gave the
fullest vent to my feelings and scope to my imagi-
nation. Looking back on the days thai are gone,
I recalled to my mental view the friends whom I
uever may visit again; and, if ever

Remembrance woke with all her busy train,
To swell my heart and turn the past to pain,

it was while I reflecoted on my present situation
and future hopes, and compared the moderate
expectations in which I now indulge, with the
more sanguine views which I formerly enter-
tained,

When, blest by visionary thoughts, that stray
To count the joys of fortune’s better day.

I cannot recollect ever having been more for-
cibly impressed, than at that hour, with the truth
of this inspired assertion—¢ man is born to trouble
as the sparks fly upward;” and on no previous
occasion did I so clearly perceive the necessity
of having my affections elevated above the variable
scenes of this transitory life, to those ¢ unchange-
able realities which lie beyond the grave,” and to
that peaceful abode of eternal felicity * where the
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wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at
rest!” Compelled, as I have already observed, to
relinquish the companions of my yvouth, the friends
of my bosom, and the land of my nativity, at a
period in life when every hope is ardent, and every
disappointment, therefore, the more keenly felt, I
could not direct my attention to any thing on
earth, the consideration of which would afford a
moment’s cessation from the melancholy that
depressed my spirits and enervated all my faculties.

But a sight of the splendid heavens, and of the
immense expanse of waters before me, like the
other grand objects in creation, gradually produced
a degree of calm in my agitated bosom. I began
to recount some of the advantages of which 1
was still possessed ; and, no longer contrasting my
present and former condition together, my thoughts
reverted to numbers of my worthy countrymen,
whom I knew, by personal observation, to be in
more distressing circumstances than those in which
I was placed. Pursuing with some rapidity this
consideration o its legitimate results, I soon became
reconciled to the appointments of Divine Provi-
dence,and dwelt with complacency on the numerous
blessings which I yet enjoyed.—Yes, my friend,
the same Beneficent and All-wise Being, who has
given his creatures the greatest exemplification of
his Loving-kindness in the Inspired Volume, has
afforded other Jessons of his Goodness, which,
though inferior to those contained in the Sacred
Records, may yet be read with advantage at all
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times, and nearly in every situation: The grand
volume of Nature presents us with proofs of the
Divine Philanthropy, written in golden characters ;
and it is only when we pass them by

With brute unconscious gaze,

that they cease to have such a soothing effect upon
our spirits, as a contemplation of them was intended
to produce.

Overcome at length with fatigue, and with the
constant operation of these conflicting reflections,
I retired to my birth, and was speedily rocked to
sleep by the gently undulating motion of the vessel.
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EMBARKATION == SEA-SICKNESS == UNPLEASANT WEATHER == DEATH
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ON the 13th of J une, about eleven o’clock in the
forenoon, we sailed out of Cork Harbour, and,
in a short time, found ourselves upon the wide
Atlantie, the ¢ sport of surging waves and blus-
tering billows.” Scarcely had we time to cast “ a
longing, lingering look” at the South Western
coast of Ireland, before it vanished from our sight
and was lost in the immensity of the ocean.

In less than an hour after we weighed anchor,
all the passengers became afllicted, as if by some
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Circean enchantment, with that nauseous and ever-
dreaded disorder, which is, I believe, the inevi-
table lot of nearly every one who becomes for the
first time a sea-faring adventurer. We were dis-
tressed almost a fortnight with this unpleasant
sickness: during which time, not a few of the most
zealous advocates of emigration wished most heart-
ily, that they had never quitted their peaceful
cottages, to encounter all the dangers and diffi-
culties of a long voyage, and that they had not
indulged inthe glowing anticipation of future golden
harvests, prior to which the privations to be endured
were completely overlooked.

The nausea renders those who are under its influ-
ence exceedingly irritable. If a modern poet had to
sing the daring adventures of the agricultural heroes
who plough so great a portion of the foaming main,
—that they may afterwards have an opportunity of
ploughing a little patch of this fertile continent,—
in the spirit of refinement which characterizes the
present age he would omit all mention of this dis-
order and ifs unpleasant concomitants. But had the
task been committed to father Homer, he would
have executed it in a charming manner ; and would
have conveyed to his readers, in a few bol 1 expres-
sions, nearly as just a description of sea-sick scenery,
as the celebrated caricaturist Cruikshanks has
represented to spectators, in his humorous print
of 4 Trip to Margate. This disorder seems for a
season to dissolve all ¢ the tender charities of
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life;> and you would have been much amused,
could you have heard wives reproaching their
husbands, husbands their wives, children their
parents, and parents their children, — all, like
good father Adam, desirous of throwing off the
sin from their own shoulders. Their awkward
endeavours to exculpate themselves would have
made even ¢ thick-lipped musing Melancholy
gather up her face into a smile.” After the lapse
of a fortnight, however, the whole party was in
a state of convalescence, and many were restored
to as perfect health as they had previously enjoyed.

The weather, for the first eight or ten days of
our voyage, was so extremely unpleasant, and the
winds so very unfavourable that we made but little
progress. After that time, the weather became
milder and more agreeable; but the wind con-
tinued to blow from the West and North West,
during the whole of our passage.

On the 27th of July, we anchored before the
city of Quebec, after a voyage of 43 days and a
half. During this short period, twelve of our
party were consigned to a watery grave ; and we
interred as many more in different islands of the
St. Lawrence. All of them were children under
fourteen years of age; children who, a few days
before this sudden change, were cheerful and
healthy, the hope and the delight of their parents.
But though these bereavements are most painful to
the individuals concerned, yet to the eye of an
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enlightened reflection how enviable appears the
lot of the innocents who are thus suddenly removed
in their childhood or infancy! Through the merits
of Him, who, in the days of his flesh, said, ¢ Suffer
little children to come unto me, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven,” they become entitled to a
heavenly inheritance, without a previous and long
endurance of human ills.—They have gone to ano-
ther and a better state of being ; have exchanged
a life which is short and uncertain, for one which
is eternal and unchangeable. They have embarked
for a world, in which they will not be called to
participate in calamities, or to mar their own hap-
piness, and that of others, by the commission of
crimes, but are ¢ as the angels of God, who high
in glory dwell.” I must confess, that while paying
the last sad and solemn rites of our holy religion
to the mortal remains of these little ones, I have
often been ready to exclaim with the inimitable
Hervey,  Highly-favoured probationers! Scarce
¢ launched on the troubled waters of life, ere you
¢ have reached the haven of never-ending rest!”
Nothing of any particular importance, except
the deaths which I have now enumerated, occurred,
from the first to the thirtieth day of our voyage;
when we struck soundings on the Great Fishing
Bank. The next day we got in sight of the Island
of Newfoundland, which was the only spot of terra
firma we had seen for more than a month. In a
few days afterwards we observed the American
Continent, which at first appeared to be only an
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immense combination of dark clouds, resting on
the bosom of the ocean. But as we approached
nearer, and were able to distinguish the lofty moun-
tains, the majestic forests, and < the silver-sur-
faced streams” issuing forth in all directions with
unabating impetuosity, and mingling their fresh
and tributary waters with the vast collection of
their common parent ¢ the briny deep,” all the
powers of my mind became enraptured ; and with
pleasurable emotions, till then unknown, I viewed
the interesting objects with which I was sur-
rounded. This far-famed land,—the asylum alike
of friendless poverty and enterprising wealth,—
the reputed nurse of liberty,—the patron of arts,
science, and literature,—the genial soil of piety,
philosophy, and peace,—the enemy of oppression,
—the mother of equality,—and the seat of inde-
pendence,—was then the object of my immediate
contemplation ; and never did any man, of whom
it might be said

Fair Science smiled not on his humble birth,

derive more real delight, than I did, from the
indulgence of such a train of ideas, as were pre-
sented to my mind on this occasion.

"A few days after entering the Gulph of St.
Lawrence, we were enveloped in one of those per-
plexing fogs which so frequently prove fatal to
vessels sailing up and down this mighty river. For
almost two days, we were unable to distinguish
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land in any direction: and, having no pilot on
board, we found it impossible to ascertain the pro-
per channel. There was not a breath of wind, and
the ship was allowed to drift up and down, as the
tide alternately ebbed and flowed. While in this
perilous situation we fired several guns, as signals
for a pilot ; but without effect. His Majesty’s fri-
gate, the Iphigenia, with his Grace the Duke of
Richmond and Sir Peregrine Maitland on board,
which was a little way a-head of us, also discharged
some heavy guns for the same purpose ; but with
no better effect. We had no idea that we were
in any imminent danger, until the fog withdrew ;
when we discovered, to our great surprise and
alarm, that we were drifting close to the perilous
Island of Anticosta, on the shores of which many a
brave tar has concluded the voyage of life. This
unpropitious island, although 125 miles long and
28 miles broad, has not, in its whole extent, a bay
or harbour sufficiently safe to afford shelter for a
single sail. It is situate in 49 deg. 40 min. North
Latitude, and between 62 and 64 degrees West
Longitude ; and is entirely uncultivated and almost
destitute of inhabitants. Several attempts have
~ been made to cultivate the soil in various parts
of it; but all of them have hitherto proved
fruitless and ineffectual. Government has erected
two buildings on the island, one at each extremity :
In these, two families are stationed during the
summer months, and furnished with an abundant
supply of provisions, which are always freely dis-
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tributed to such persons as may be cast away upon
the island, and have the misfortune to require these
supplies. Boards are also placed in different points
of the coast, inscribed with directions to those
Houses of Mercy.

In sailing up this magnificent river, the eye is
constantly relieved by the most delightful and ever-
varying little Islands, which are covered with trees
and shrubs of every form and hue; and which,
—with the innumerable farm-houses on each side
of the river, and the lofty mountains “ crested with
trees” whose cloud-exploring tops terminate the
view,—form a picture of nature, at once reviving
and romantic. But of all those islands with which
this great estuary of waters is decorated, the Bird
Isles, situate in the Gulf, are the most remarkable
and curious. Strictly speaking, they are nothing
more than two large rocks, elevated to an immense
height above the river, the circumference of whose
summits scarcely amounts to 150 perches. In the
numerous cavities of these rocks, millions of birds
annually build their nests and produce their young.
Pilots, and sportsmen from the neighbouring set-
tlements, frequently disturb them in this barren
retreat ; and, by climbing sometimes to the highest
eminences, rob them of their eggs, which the pilots
carry to market at Quebec, and vend at as high
a price as is usually obtained for the eggs of
domestic fowls. The rocks appear at a distance
to be clothed in white, on account of the prodigious
quantity of ordure and feathers with which they
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are covered; and the birds, when compelled to
take wing, completely obscure the water, over
which they fly, with the shadow of their numbers.

The Island of Bonaventure is also frequented
by an astonishing assemblage of Gannets or Soland
Geese, which during summer abandon the Southern
countries, and take up their abode in this island,
where they bring forth their young; and, after
that object has been effected, they instinctively
migrate again to a more Southerly climate. These
birds are said to be very fierce, during the time
of incubation, and to possess incredible strength.
They never shrink from attacking their despoil-
ers; and the severe incision inflicted by their bite,
which is generally directed to the eye, frequently
compels their assailants to retreat with wounds of
no inconsiderable magnitude.

The shores on each side of the Gulph of St. Law-
rence exhibit a most striking picture, and fully
realise to the beholder the many descriptions given
us by poetsand novelists. Lofty mountains, covered
with stunted trees, are intersected by numerous
and foaming cataracts, which tumble over pendent
rocks and over-hanging banks, until they rush into
the mighty ocean. Perhaps no country on earth
exhibitsa more wild and repulsive aspect, or affords
greater sources of enjoyment to the lovers of ter-
rific scenery. A large portion of it is almost
unknown to civilised man, and is chiefly frequented
by the ferocious beasts of the vast wilderness, and by
their equally indomitable hunters. Its appearance

i



ONE-OF THE ABORIGINES. 33

is most uninviting, and awakens in the mind few’
feelings, except such as are the most unpleasurable
and repugnant. Unfruitful soil, frowning rocks,
stunted trees, and roaring cataracts, are the most
prominent and engaging features which it offers
for attraction.

As we remained twelve days in the river, I had
frequent opportunities of going ashore in various
places. On Green Island, I saw, for the first
time, one of the aborigines of the country. She
was a female, and her covering was a large brown
cloth shawl, thrown rather carelessly over her
shoulders and reaching down to the knee. Her
legs were loosely bandaged with cloth of a simi-
lar colour. Her feet were bare; but she appear-
ed to tread the ground as if unaccustomed to
walk without shoes or moccassins. Her skin was
an exact copper colour; and her hair, which
almost touched the ground, was black as the
moonless midnight. Her countenance was mild,
placid, and unassuming. Her accent was not
disagreeable, nor was there any thing particu-
larly coarse or unpolished in her manners. On the
whole, I think she exhibited as much of culii-
vation, as we commonly see in the countenance,
manners, or address of uneducated females, how-
ever favoured with the example of surrounding
millions; and as I conversed with her,— for
she understood English well, — various and op-
posite emotions fluctuated within my mind.

Vor. I. - D '
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Regret, admiration, and astonishment rapidly suc-
ceeded each other ;— rREGRET, when I reflected
that so many of this unforiunate race are per-
mitted to live and die uninstructed, unpitied, and
contemned ;—aADMIRATION, as I gazed upon

The charms her downcast modesty concealed ;—

and AsTONISHMENT, when, instead of a wild savage,
I beheld a being endued with all those nameless
graces, which irresistibly impel us to admire the
female character, even when beauty is wholly
excluded.

I was accompanied to the Isle of Orleans by
Captain Blake, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Burton, Mr.
Geary, and my brother. Immediately after land-
ing on the shore, we proceeded to the house of a
Canadian pilot, for the purpose of soliciting per-
mission to inter another of those little ones in
whose burial we were then daily employed. We
knocked at the door, which was immediately
opened by a female elegantly attired in black silk,
whom, if we had judged merely by outward appear-
ances, we should have supposed to be an European
Countess, and not the wife of a Canadian pilot.
After apologizing for our intrusion, we acquainted
her in English with the mournful object of our
mission. She replied, with a smile, “ Je ne puis
Ppas parler Anglois.” One of the company then
addressed her in French, informing her, « that we
* eame to solicit permission to inter a child, which
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“ had died the preceding night and then lay upon
“the shore.” She very politely acceded to our
request, sent a man to point out a spot in which
we might deposit the body, and afterwards kindly
invited us to return and partake of some refresh-
ment. It is needless to observe, that we availed
ourselves of this friendly invitation; for we had
been long pent up within the confined bounds of
a ship, and had consequently enjoyed no change
of society. When we came back from the funeral,
we were Introduced into an apartment, which
would not disgrace the most splendid mansion
in Europe. We found a most delicious beverage
prepared for us; it was composed of Jamaica
spirits, new milk and maple sugar. Of this rare
and unexpected treat we partook with delight;
and, after having spent nearly an hour, in applaud-
ing the liberality of our hostess, and admiring the
neatness and cleanliness of her inimitable little
cottage, we returned to the ship, highly pleased,
and much prepossessed in favour of Canadian hos-
pitality.

The soil of Orleans, though it is said to be richer
than any in the province of Lower Canada,
appeared to us to be of a very inferior quality.
The wheat, which is now ripening, would in
Europe be considered scarcely worth reaping.
Potatoes looked better, and tobacco was luxuri-
ant ; but it is evident, that little, if any, attention
is paid to the cultivation of the soil. Time was,
indeed, within our own recollection, when nearly

D2
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as little regard was paid to this object, in several
parts of Great Britain. But when, in the course
of the late war, agricultural produce was enhanced
in value, a stimulus was imparted to the farmers
to improve waste and neglected lands ; and every.
barren speck of soil soon became the subject of
various experiments, which were in most instances
eminently successful. The tenants were not the
only persons who were early gainers by the
improved system of husbandry: Their landlords
received accurate farming information, in rather a
refined form, by means of ¢ Agricultural Socie-
ties,” which were instituted in almost every district
throughout the kingdom. Adopting the mass of
intelligence which had been communicated to the
public by ¢ the Board of Agriculture,” that may
be correctly denominated ¢ the Parent Society,”
each of the branches proceeded to offer premiums
for excellence in various departments; and, from
the results of the competition which was thus
excited, the landlords were generally instructed
in the art of increasing their rents, and augment-
ing their income. When, at the conclusion of the
war, the stimulus subsided, or, rather, did not
exist in the same degree, it would have been well
for all the parties concerned if the rents had low-
ered in proportion to the reduced value of produce.
One good effect, however, has been produced by
this spirit of enterprise and exertion, which will
not ceuse to operate in favour of the amelioration
of the soil and the improvement of agriculture ;—
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the value of land has been duly appreciated ; and
every particle of it, which, in years of compara-~
tive cheapness, will more than repay the cost of
tillage, is brought into cultivation.

When the Canadian farmers shall, in a similar
manner, find their interest concerned in a pro-
vident tillage of their extensive possessions, they
will abandon the practice of conveying their
superfluous litter- to the St. Lawrence, and will
begin to husband their own and that of the inhabi-
tants of the various towns on the river. No longer
‘regarding 1t as a nuisance of which they cannot be
too speedily rid, they will then suffer their manure
to accumulate and become useful ; and, not trust-
ing to the common, but foolish, idea of * the per-
ennial and unaided fruitfulness of all cleared lands,”
they will apply it in aid of exhausted nature, and
may then hope to extract as abundant produce
from her bosom, as in the days when their grand-
sires first heaved the axe, and smoothed the rug-
ged surface of the soil. Till interest and reflection
shall thus combine, in vain may we look for any
improvement in the system, where land is cheap,
and the means as well as the desire of information
exceedingly restricted.

Orleans, which is very little elevated above
the stream, gradually rises from the shores to
its centre. Its woods are nearly all cut down.
Scarcely a tree presents itself to the view. The
fences are composed of rails of split wood,
which have a tendency to impart to the whole

p3
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island an impoverished and unpropitious appear-
ance. It is about 48 miles in circumference; its
length is twenty, and its greatest breadth six
miles. At the lower extremity of the island, the
river is about fifteen miles across; and the stream
is, thence to the Western point, divided into two
nearly equal channels; where a basin opens, which.
extendsin every direction about six miles, and may
be said to be bounded in one angle by the mouth
of the river St. Charles, and in another by the
shores of the St. Lawrence opposite the extremity
of Cape Diamond. Within its safe and ample bosom
may be seen riding at anchor an immense number
of merchant-men, and minor trading vessels, from
various quarters of the world; but ¢ the forest of
masts,” which is a conspicuous object in all busy
sea-ports, dwindles here into insignificance, in
consequence of its contiguity to thicker and more
towering woods.

On entering this basin, a delightful combination
of imposing scenery arrests the attention. On the
left, the falls of the Montmorenci, the waters of
which pour over a precipice Two Hundred and
Ninety feet in height;—the rocks of Point Levi
on the South shore, displaying signs of human
industry down to the very banks;—and the ele-
vated promontory opposite, on which the city of
Quebec stands ;—combined with the crowded trees
on each side of the river, compose a grand scenic
exhibition, from the contemplation of which the
stranger turns aside with the utmost reluctance.
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In fact, the whole country, for nearly One
Hundred and Fifty miles below Quebec, differs
greatly in its features from that which presented
its rugged visage at the entrance of the Gulf, and
1s calculated most powerfully to affect the mind of
an observant traveller. Admiration is excited, not
merely by the novelty of the entire landscape,
which, however, varies much from any in Europe ;
but by the broad masses of some of its compo-
nent parts. Lofty mountains, covered with imper-
vious woods, whose summits bound the horizon,—
rapid and meandering rivers, which discharge their
tributary streams into the St. Lawrence,—innu-
merable islands, the nurseries of luxuriant trees,
whose umbrageous foliage throws deep and length-
ened shadows over the vast expanse of waters with
which they are surrounded,—and numerous cata-
racts at several points in the distance, reflecting
with effulgent brightness the rays of the sun, while
they pour their foaming torrents upon projecting
rocks, whence they rebound in light and airy
spray, and when again collected rush downwards
in an impetuous current, till they murmur at fresh
interruptions, and hasten to gain the parent stream:
These are some of the bolder and more uncommon
features of the country, which offer themselves to
the view of the spectator from the river.

But there are others of a milder and more civil-
ised cast, that give an air of liveliness and delight-
ful variety to several parts of the scene; and
designate them as more peculiarly the abodes of
men, and the objects of human culture. The
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churches with their tin-covered roofs and steeples,
reflecting, at intervals of nine miles, light and
splendour on every thing around them,—the neat
farm-houses which, for nearly fifty leagues, form
a close and well-connected settlement,—the thick
brush-wood on some points of the banks, and the
beautiful diversity of the more minute parts of
inanimate creation which fill up the interstices,—
exhibit altogether such an assemblage of every
thing essential to constitute the picturesque and
the romantic, that an attempt to convey any ade-
quate 1dea of the whole, would only expose the
insufficiency of human language and prove the
absurdity of human vanity.

It was nearly six o’clock in the evening, when
we anchored before the city of Quebec. As we
sailed slowly up the basin, the cannon from the
batteries, and the continued fire from the ship-
ping in the port,—all saluting their new Governor,
who had anchored a few minutes before us,—
created such a general confusion, that it was some
time before I recollected our voyage was con-
cluded. When the smoke had disappeared, the
city, hitherto partially concealed from our view,
presented itself in sober majesty.

The houses, most of which are covered with
tin, rising tier above tier, in the form of an amphi-
theatre, — the impregnable walls and batteries,
pointing their foe-defying guns down the river,—
the Martello towers, with their more aspiring neigh-
bour a Telegraph,—and the lofty steeples, whose
o’ertopping spires illuminate the very heavens with
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their chastened radiance,—are objects which fill
every stranger with an astonishment at once solemn
and pleasing, and produce in his mind the most
_ favourable impressions of the country.

~ As soon as the revenue-officers had inspected the
ship, orders were issued by our Captain, that no
person should attempt to go on shore, until the
ensuing morning. This injunction was not very
patiently received by the passengers, many of
whom were most anxiously desirous of mingling
with the crowds that lined the quays, and were
waiting to receive their illustrious Governor. As
my father’s family was not included in this pro-
hibition, I received an invitation from Captain
Blake to accompany him in an excursion to the
city. The ship lay in the centre of the basin,
which obliged us to put ashore in a boat. Arrived
at the Queen’s Wharf, we proceeded up a narrow
gloomy street, partially illumined by a few paltry
lamps, which were then just lighted. We next
entered a more creditable street, (Cul de Sac,)

+ Some allowance, it may be supposed, ought to be made for
the feelings of one who had not seen such a vast concourse of
human dwellings for several weeks preceding. Admitting this,
T may be allowed to add, the emotions that arose within my mind,
at the first view which I obtained of Quebec and of the bold
‘scenery in its environs, as I stood on the quarter-deck of the
Brunswick, were excited, in all their freshness, at a subse-
quent visit to the capital. This, to myself at least, is a good
criterion of the truth of my first impressions, and of the objects
from which they were received ; and it is confirmed by the
acknowledgment of every intelligent man with whom I have had
an opportunity of conversing.



42 DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGE, &c.

A

crowded like the former with a motley train of all
nations, from the torrid, frigid, and temperate
zones; among whom it was impossible to say,
whether the descendants of Shem, Ham, or Japheth
were the most numerous. Africans, Indians,
Americans, Europeans, and Asiatics, composed
the variegated groupe. Some were eclothed in
purple and fine linen, and appeared, from certain
external indications, to have fared sumptuously
every day ; others displayed their grotesque figures
in a state of almost total nudity ; and here and
there a sable countenance was seen peeping through
the spoils of the forest; while, at intervals, the
eye relieved itself by resting on the charms of
female beauty, arrayed

In all the glaring impotence of dress.

In a word, such an exhibition of the costumes of
all the nations which inhabit the terraqueous globe,
is nowhere to be witnessed, except in America,
and perhaps in the modern capital of Russia. The
confused chattering and inharmonious diversity of
languages had such an effect upon my auditory
organs, that I could almost have fancied myself
about to place the last stone upon the Tower of
Babel. Not a word of English did I hear, not a
face that was English did I see, until, to my great
satisfaction, I found myself in a British mercantile
warehouse ; where, on looking around me, and
reflecting on the short excursion I had taken, I
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was reminded, that, instead of having been engaged
in placing the last stone on the tower of Babel, I
had only concluded my first walk in the city of
Quebec.

The next visit which Captain Blake and I made,
that evening, was to an Hotel. On arriving there,
we were ushered into a large apartment, in which
there were about thirty sea-captains. We entered
suns ceremonte, and discovered, that each person
had an enormously large tumbler full of liquor
placed before him, with a smoking pipe about
three feet and a half in length, and a paper of best
Virginia tobacco. In a few moments, Captain
Blake and I were furnished with similar accom-
modations; I drank some of the liquor, which
was really delicious, but begged leave to dispense
with the pipe and tobacco. The room was exces-
sively warm, and filled with the smoke of burning
tobacco and the effluvia of over-heated bodies: I
wished most heartily to make my exit; but since
I went to this place, not by choice, but in compli-
ment to the Captain, who appeared as happy in
the company of his amphibious fraternity, as if he
were engaged in discovering the longitude, I could
not with propriety retire, till he thought fit to
propose our departure. These sons of Neptune
talked of long and short voyages, of well and ill-
built ships, of the felicities of a sea-faring life, and
the exhilarating qualities of Cognac Brandy, in
such a lengthened strain as made me wish my-
self asleep in the worst-built house in Quebec.



44 SAILORS® RECREATIONS.

Not a subject was discussed, nor an idea sug
gested, which could afford either profit or plea
sure to any one beside themselves. I therefor
“ sat in sad civility,” until about eleven o’clock
when the whole party withdrew by mutual con.
sent, but not before an appointment was made tc
meet on the following evening for their general
edification, and the prosperity of the tobacco trade.
This rendezvous, it is unnecessary to assure you,
I did not attend.
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UEBEC lies in 46 degrees 48 minutes North
latitude, and in 71 degrees 11 minutes West longi-
tude; and is beautifully situated between the rivers
St. Charles and St. Lawrence, immediately at the
point of confluence. It is, as I have before ob-
served, in the form of an amphitheatre gradually
ascending ; and exhibits such a fine appearance from
the river, that a stranger, unacquainted with its
interior, would 1magine it to be one of the most
beautiful cities in the world. The amazing eleva-
tion, resplendent spires, and formidable outworks
of the upper town, are all well-calculated to pre-
possess the mind of a spectator ; but when he enters
into the streets, squares, and alleys, especially of
the lower town, and finds the whole to be con-
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fined, ill-constructed, and inelegant, nothing car
equal his disappointment. Many of the streets are
scarcely wide enough to admit of carriages passing
each other, and all of them are void of beauty,
taste,and regularity. DBusiness is principally trans-
acted in the lower town ; in consequence of which,
and of its confined situation, it is in a perpetual
bustle. The granaries, warehouses, and dwellings,
though generally very lofty, are frowned upon by
the impending rocky projections of Cape Diamond,
which, in some directions, seem to threaten them
with instant destruction. The ascent to the upper
town, along the windings of Mountain-street, has
been contrived with much art, but is, after all,
exceedingly steep; and, in certain parts on the
right-hand side, is shaded by obtruding precipices.

After gaining the summit, the aspect of the city
becomes more attractive, and is in every respect
preferable to that of the lower town. The public
buildings, however, exhibit little that can interest
those who have been accustomed to view the more
splendid and magnificent erections in European
cities.

Much attention is very properly bestowed on
the improvement of the fortifications. They are
kept in excellent repair, and new defences are
added wherever they may be deemed necessary.
When viewed from the opposite shore, or from any
part of the surrounding country, they present a
very noble appearance. The citadel stands on the
highest point of Cape Diamond, which is no less
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than Three Hundred and Fifty feet above the level
of the river. When Quebec became the capital of
the French Colony, the citadel was built expressly
for the protection of the approaches to the city on
its Western side, towards the Plains of Abraham ;
and, proudly frowning over the St. Lawrence, it now
extends its immense walls and regular military out-
works across the end of those Plains, down nearly
to the banks of the river St. James. There are
five gates into the city : Port St. Louis, which is
the largest, opens to the West, and towards the
Heights of Abraham, where the gallant Wolfe
breathed his last. Port St. John opens towards St.
Foix, which is the road to Montreal. Both these
gates are strongly fortified ; and the walls, through
which they serve as entrances, are there at least
fifty feet in thickness. Palace and Hope gates,
open to the North; and Prescott Gate, through
which we pass to the lower town, opens towards
the South. The approaches to all the gates are
guarded by batteries and other defences. With
its naturally commanding situation, therefore, and
its immense fortifications, Quebec must be con-
sidered as one of the strongest cities in the uni-
verse.

Every account of Quebec, how ample soever it
may be, will be considered incomplete, unless it
comprise a description of the celebrated Plains of
Abraham. To gratify you, therefore, whom I know
to feel interested about every circumstance con-
nected with our national glory, I add a slight topo-
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graphical sketch. Quebec is surrounded by water
on three of its sides ; and the fourth is open towards
the Plains. For the security of this side, on
which the city is most vulnerable, the ample mili-
tary defences have been erected to which I have
already alluded. The approach to the Heights
from the ‘St. Lawrence, by whose banks they are
skirted for several miles above Quebec, is precipi-
tous and difficult ; and this was the only mode of
access for the British troops under the intrepid
Wolfe. A slight bend in the river, nearly two
miles above the city, is pointed out to patriotic
strangers as the spot where that skilful General
landed his army ; as is also the narrow sheep-walk,
by which they silently climbed up at midnight,
in single column, or as they could, to the summit
of the Plains, on which they next morning
formed in battle array, and gained a victory over
the French troops at the very threshold of their
almost impregnable fortresses. From the airy
ridges, which are on the rocky verge of the
river, the Heights of Abraham gradually slope
downwards to the less elevated banks of the river
St. Charles. In the part nearest to the upper
town, they are upwards of a mile in width;
and, at a greater distance from Quebec, their
breadth increases, in proportion as the two rivers
recede from each other and form the sides of
a triangle nearly equilateral, of which the base
will be an imaginary line drawn across the Plains
about four miles from the citadel. This fruitful



WOLFE'S STATUE. 49

tract of table-land presents no remarkable natural
features to distinguish it from the bold scenery in
its neighbourhood, but derives its chief attraction
from having been the scene of action between the
lamented Wolfe and the daring Montcalm.

A statue has been erected by the inhabitants of
Quebec to the memory of General Wolfe, who,
by his skill and valour, annexed the vast terri-
tory of the Canadas to the British empire. Itisa
pitiful tribute of a country’s gratitude, if gratitude
to a conqueror can be supposed to exist in the hearts
of those whom he has subjugated: And, indeed,
if we may form our ideas of their feelings at that
period from the »Magxiricexer of this memento, we
must conclude, that detestation and contempt,
rather than gratitude and respect, were the prin-
ciples by which they were actuated. The utmost
stretch of human thought would be inadequate to
the conception of any thing more beggarly and
insignificant. Only picture to yourself a block of
wood, about four feet and a half long, rudely cut
and scraped with a view to make it convey some
faint resemblance of a human body; and then
imagine it to be painted in a manner the most
fitted to represent a disbanded SOldlel, on his
return from a seven years’ campalgn to his native
village, wasted by wounds and harassed with
fatigue,—his clothes, the inseparable companions of
his toils, just retaining a sufficient portion of
red, white, and black, to convince the beholcers,

Yor. I E
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that they had once been a suit of British uniform,
W hen you have depicted all this in your imagination,
you will have a tolerably correct idea of the ludi-
crous effigy. Still, however, you will not have a per-
fect notion of it, unless I mention, that, to shield
it from the inclement wind and scorching sun of
Canada,—or to remove it as far as possible, with-
out totally hiding ii, from the public view,—the
patriotic managers of this affair have judiciously
planted it in a niche, not more than twelve feet from
the ground, cut in the angle of a private house, and
situate in a part of the city that is by no means
the most public or best frequented. Thus partially
concealed, the passing stranger would as soon
imagine it to be the Ghost of Hamlet,—confessing,

by the want of animation in his countenance, that
he is forbid

The secrets of his prison-house to tell,—

as he would suppose it to be the statue of the British
General, if some cunning one had not most saga-
ciously inscribed the words “ James WoLre” on the
pPEDESTAL, if 1 may apply such a term to the stone
on which it stands. The man who wrote this
inscription is particularly entitled to the gratitude
of strangers, for the enlightening addition which
he has thus made to the stock of public information;
and he reminds us of the judicious conduct of a
wary but unskilful artist, who, after having painted
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what he meant to be the picture of a lion, to pre-
vent mistakes, subjomed this needful inseription,
“ This 1s o Liox.”

If I had not every reason to believe, from my
personal knowledge of the Canadians, that they
are a loyal peotle, and exceedingly well-pleased
with the Dritish Government, I should be ready
to draw the inference, that, instead of erecting
this memorial in noNour of General Wolfe, they had
employed some French puppet-carver to furnish
them with such a caricature of the great and gal-
lant conqueror, as might convince posterity, that
the only sentiments which they felt towards him
were those of supreme contempt and implacable
abhorrence. But as I cannot entertain an 0pini6n
so derogatory from their character,I must conclude,
that when this monument was erected they were
in a rude and unpolished state, or that they were
entirely destitute of eminent artists,—a class of men
who are indeed of rare occurrence in a young colo-
ny, in which the useful arts justly receive more sub-
stantial patronage, than those which are merely
ornamental. If either of these conclusions,—which
are so nearly allied as, strictly speaking, to constitute
but one,—be admissible, now that the age of igno-
rance is passed, and artists of eminence are every
where to be found, I think the inhabitants of Que-
bec should either consign to the fiery element this
wooden memento of the conquest of their country,
or should make a liberal bequest of it to some sign-
less tobacco-twister, and thus create a vacancy for

E 2
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an erection more worthy of themselves, and of the
hero whose fame they wish to perpetuate. That
such a substitution would be agreeable to their
feelings, I am well assured: For they view the
enjoyment of a free constitution, and the undis-
turbed exercise of their religion, as valuable privi-
leges which their British conquerors have bestowed
upon them, and of which, it is allowed by all
parties, they have rendered themselves worthy by
the unbending loyalty of their principles, proved
in very trying circumstances.

The truth of the matter 15, that, after all the
jocose remarks which have been made upon this
insignificant figure, the Canadians are not so much
the objects of blame as many persons suppose. At
the period when this wooden effigy was rudely
carved, the Decorative Arts were not much in
request even in Great Britain itseif ; and superb
monuments, adorned by the chisel of the statuary,
and commemorative of brave achievements or of
scientific discoveries, were then neither so fre-
quently awarded nor so skilfully executed as they
have lately been. When we pass judgment, there-
fore, upon Wolfe’s statue, we must banish modern
ideas in a great measure from our minds ; and those
rustic tablets, or unpolished columns, hastily erected
during the late war in Spain, by British survivors,
near some of the fields of battle in which their
brave and distinguished friends had fallen, will be
more suitable objects of comparison with this rude
piece of carved-work, than the elegant and expen-
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sive designs which have been recently exccuted in
England by superior artists, in honour of the cou-
rage, the wisdom, or the virtues of ¢ the great and
good deceased.” The benefit of thisadmission, how-
ever, must not be claimed in behalf of the French
colonists, who were then resident in Quebec, and
who, not having had time for proving the advan-
tages of the British laws and administration, could
not be expected to be hasty in affording public
tokens of their approbation on their change of mas-
ters: But this i1s an argument in favour of the
British conquerors themselves, without whose sanc-
tion at least, the paltry statue could not have been
formed and erected. The men at that period in
official stations, and all those respectable persons
cornected with the government of the conquered
Province, were natives of Great Britain; to
them alone, and not to the subjugated Canadians,
the consequent honour or reproach of this erec-
tion attaches. If it be objected, ¢ that this frail
monument is generally represented as a proof of
" the gratitude of the French Colonists to their
. British liberators and benefactors;” a sufficient
answer will be found in the fact, that this will
not be the first instance on record of conquerors
themselves erecting commemorative trophies, and
afterwards pointing them out as grateful demon-
strations of the people’s affections. Palmam qui
meruit feraf. But whichever party may be con-
sidered most blame-worthy, the memory of Wolfe
E 3
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deserves a more appropriate statue, and one better
in accordance with the approved taste of the times,
on the very scene of his death and triumph.

The castle of St Louis, which is the residence of
the Governor, occupies a very lofty and command-
ing situation. It is built on the brink of an almost
inaccessible precipice ; and is supported by counter-
forts and strong mason-work raised to nearly half
its height. Some of the apartments of the castle
are occupied by the various civil and military offi-
cers, acting under the immediate direction of the
Governor. This edifice has nothing to recommend
it, except its extent and situation; for its exterior
is plain and unassuming, yet constructed with
great neatness and simplicity.

The Roman Catholic Cathedral is a good-sized
stone building, with a steeple disproportionately
low, and whimsically placed on one side of it.
The interior of this Church, like others belonging
to this denomination,contains severalrich and costly
ornaments. A variety of fine scriptural repre-
sentations, executed by the hand of a master, are
placed against the walls; and the altar is a grand
yet fanciful piece of workmanship. The roof and
steeple are covered with tin, according to the
fashion observed in nearly all the churches through-
out the province.

The Protestant Episcopal Church is only of recent
erection. It hasbeen constructed with some regard
to the rules of architecture, and is, upon the whole,
a very neat and respectable edifice.
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There are also a Methodist Chapel, called ¢ the
Wesleyan Meeting House,” and a Presbyterian
Kirk, both of which are very neat and substantial
buildings.

The Court-House is by no means an inferior or
contemptible building ; and its internal arrange-
ments are said to be well-adapted to the purposes
for which they were intended.—The Jesuits’ Col-
lege, the Seminary, the Hotel Dieu, the Convent
of the Ursulines, the Bishop’s Palace, and the
Barracks, are the only other buildings of note in the
" city ; and their external appearance is little calcu-
lated to attract particular attention.

The Convent of the Ursulines was founded by
Madame de la Peltree, in the year 1639, and is at
present occupied by a Superior and thirty-six nuns,
whose principal employment is the instruction of
young females professing the Roman Catholic
religion.

The Hotel Dieu was founded in 1637, by the
Duchess D’ Anguillion, sister of Cardinal Richelieu,
and intended for the reception of the poor, and the
cure of the sick ; the establishment consists of a
Superior and thirty-six nuns.

What was formerly the Bishop’s Palace, is now
converted into a House of Assembly for the Pro-
vincial Parliament.

The relative situation of the upper and lower
town renders Quebec a most unpleasant residence
to all persons whose business requires their attend-
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ance in various parts of the city. They are obliged
to ascend from one part to the other, by long flights
of wooden steps; which, in the burning heat of
summer, is a task of no easy or agreeable perform-
ance.

The Mercantile houses of Quebec exhibit none
of that taste and neatness which are so conspicuous
in repositories of the same description in England.
Their doors and windows are exactly similar to
those of private houses; and, in addition to their
mean appearance, they are always dirty, and des-
titute of any display of goods, except such trum-
pery as would more readily convey the idea of a
brandy-shop or barrack, than that of an extensive
warehouse. There is a great variety of taverns,
so called, in the city; but, I believe, the Union
Hotel is almost the only one at which respectable
and comfortable accommodations can be procured.
That vanity, which, as Mr. Lambert justly
observes, ¢ is a particular trait in the character
of all our Trans-atlantic brethren, from the con-
fines of Florida to the shores of Labrador,” has
induced the inhabitants of Quebec, as well as all
other people in America, to designate every filthy
brandy-shop and beer-house by the name of TaveRry.
As you travel through the country, you may con-
stantly observe houses thus nick-named; but
scarcely once a week will you meet with one,
whose appearance or accommodations give it any
claim to the high-sounding appellation.
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The origin of the word QueeEc is uncertain.
Some say, that it was derived from the Algonquin
word quebeco or quebec, which signifies conlracted ;
because the St. Lawrence becomes contracted to lit-
tle more than three quarters of a mile in breadth,
immediately opposite the citv. Others assert, that
it 1s derived from the Norman language, and that one
of the persons who accompanied M. De Champlain,
in his expedition up the river, exclaimed, on arriv-
ing at that part where the city now stands, ¢ Quel
bec, What a point!” A third party are of opinion,
that it was derived from the Abenaquis word
quelibec, signifying ¢ shut up.” The Indians of
this nation, who resided at Claudiere, about nine
miles from the city, when coming thence, could
see nothing of the two channels formed by
the Island of Orleans, and therefore concluded,
that the river was completely shut up by that
i1sland.

The origin of the word Ciaxapa is equally invol-
ved in uncertainty. It is said, that the Spaniards
visited this country before the French; but,
finding it barren, and without gold—the grand
object of their pursuit, in tones of disappointment
they frequently exclaimed, on the eve of their
departure and in the presence of the Indians, ¢ dcu
nada,—Here is nothing!” The Indians, on the
arrival of the French, supposed them to be Spa-
niards, and, wishing to get rid of them, continu-
ally cried out, ¢ Aca nada!,” which the French,



58 POPULATION OF THE CITY.

not understanding, imagined to be the name of the
place. In this trifling incident, the name of Ca-
nada is generally supposed to have had its origin.

The present population of Quebec amounts to
14,880 souls; three fourths of whom are Roman
Catholics of French descent. The remainder con-
sist principally of English, Scotch, and Irish.
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DEPARTURE FROM QUEBEC—ARRIVAL AT MONTREAL— INTERVIEW
WITH THE DUKE OF RICHMOND — WITH COLONEL COCKBOURNE
~—THE COLONEL’S ADVICE~QUR OBJECTIONS TO A RESIDENCE IN
THE LOWER PROVINCE——CAPTAIN BLAKE—~—THE COUNTRY BE~
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LATE WAR~SHEET-IRON DOORS AND WINDOW SHUTTERS™—
GLOOMY APPEARANCE OF THE CITY ON SUNDAYS AND OTHER
HOLIDAYS=—PUBLIC BUILDINGS—MANNER IN WHICH THE CITY
IS SUPPLIED WITH WATER-—BANKING-HOUSES—PUBLIC LIBRARY
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ACCOMMODATIONS — SHALLOWNESS OF THE WATER BETWEEN
QUEBEC AND MONTREAL—WRETCHED STATE OF THE QUAYS.

ON the 3d of August, 1818, five days after our
arrival at Quebec, we embarked on board the
steam-boat TerLeerapru for Montreal, and arrived
there on the morning of the 5th; thus performing
a voyage of -180 miles, against a rapid current, in
about 36 hours.

Previous to our departure from Quebec, my
father waited on the Duke of Richmond, and pre-
sented to him an order from Lord Bathurst for the
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land to which he was entitled, with various other
letters of introduction. His Grace received him
with great politeness, and told him, that he would
be happy to render him any service in his power,
referring him at the same time to Colonel Cock-
bourne, the Deputy Quarter-master General, for
such information as he might require with regard
to the choice of a settlement.

Colonel Cockbourne endeavoured to persuade
my father to relinquish his intention of proceeding
to Upper Canada, and to accept of a settlement in
the Lower Province. He pointed out the great
advantages, which, he alleged, would most deci-
dedly result from a settlement in a thickly-inhabited
country ; contrasted fruitful fields and populous
towns, with uncultivated wildernesses and dreary
forests ; painted in fascinating colours the pleasures
of society, and drew a gloomy picture of the depri-
vations attendant on a state of comparative soli-
tude ; and magnified the obvious benefits of the
one course of life, in exact proportion as he exag-
gerated the untried difficulties of the other; until
he had mnearly persuaded him to abandon all
thoughts of gaining a residence in Upper Canada.

When my father acquainted my brother and me
with the Colonel’s flattering proposals and advice,
we declared our unchangeable determination, with
his good leave, of going to the Upper Province ;
and entreated him immediately to solicit the neces-
sary directions for obtaining land there, and the pro-
visions which had been put on board the Brunswick
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by order of Lord Bathurst. He consented to do
so; and, on stating to his Grace of Richmond, the
objections of his family to a residence in the Lower
Province, and the necessity of procuring the
government-rations, for the subsistence of the set-
tlers whilst pursuing their journey to the West-
ward, he obtained the requisite order for them,
with about 170 pairs of blankets, which had also
been put on board for their accommodation.

We objected to Lower Canada, I'rrst, On ac-
count of the inferiority of its soil ond the severity
of the climate.—SccoNprLy. Inconsequence of its
being almost wholly in the occupation of a people
with whose customs, language, and religion, we
were very imperfectly acquainted.

I must not proceed further in my narrative,
without acknowledging the kind attentions, which,
during an acquaintance of Fifty-three days, we
experienced from Captain Blake of the BRuxswick.
From the moment of our embarkation at Cork, to
the night of our departure from his ship, his atten-
tion, not only to the cabin-passengers, but also to
the humblest individual in the steerage, evinced a
disposition highly creditable to himself and honour-
able to his profession. He exerted himself on all
occasions, to render the situation of every one on
board as agreeable as the nature of circumstances
would admit. He was toall a friend, an attendant,
and a physician ; and constantly solicitous for our
health and comfort. To the inferior officers and
crew of the Bruxswick, we are also much indebt-



62 THREE RIVERS.

ed, and cannot, I am sure, avoid retaining a due
sense of their unremitting assiduity to render us
comfortable,. We parted from the whole of them
with regret, and hope they are fully aware how
sensible we are of their praise-worthy conduct.—
This is a digression; but it is one that speaks its
own apology.

The country between Quebec and Montreal,
although more advanced in cultivation than that
immediately below Quebec, appears less diversified
and not so thickly settled. Within a few miles of
« the Three Rivers,” the banks of the St. Law-
rence lose their steep and precipitous character,
and become gently sloping and regular. The houses
are of an inferior description, and the churches are
less numerous; but the farms are more extensive,
more level, and better cultivated.

Poixt avx TremBLes, which is about 21 miles
from Quebec, was the first village we observed
after leaving that city. It contains a Cathedral
C hurch and a Convent of Nuns, and has about 500
inhabitants, all of whom are of French extraction.

The town of Trois Rivieres, or Three Rivers,
about 90 miles from Quebec, is situated on a point
of land on the North bank, at the confluence of
the St. Lawrence and the St. Maurice. At the
mouth of this small river, stand two small islands,
that divide it into three channels, from which the
place derives the name of Turee Rivers. This
town, which is next in importance to Montreal,
contains a French Pavochial Church; an English
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Episcopal Church ; an Hospital, called tie Ursuline
Convent, for the cure of the diseased and the
instruction of young persons of the Roman Cath-
olic persuasion; a Gaol and Court-house:; a small
Barrack, and a Monastery of Recollects—an order
which is now extinct in Canada. There is also an
extensive Iron Foundry at Three Rivers: It is the
property of Government, and is leased out fo some
merchants of Quebec, who manufacture on the
spot a great quantity of cast and bar iron. The
ore is said to be very rich, and the castings are of
a superior description, particularly the stoves.
Wrought iron, manufactured there, s preferable to
English iron, though still inferior to Swedish.
The number of the inhabitants is 2000, nearly five-
sevenths of whom are of French descent. At this
place the steam-boats, in passing to and from Mont-
real, came to anchor, for the purpose of landing
and taking in passengers and freight, and for receiv-
ing fresh supplies of fire-wood.

After leaving Three Rivers, we soon entered
Lake St. PeTre, which is only another of the
numerous expansions of the St. Lawrence. It is
about twenty miles long, and from eight to twelve
wide, and is in general exceedingly shallow. Owing
to some neglect on the part of our pilot, in not
observing the proper channel,—the river being here
intersected by a number of islands,—we were very
near running aground in passing through this lake,
having sailed for nearly an hour in water so
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shallow, that each revolution of the wheels brought
up either mud or weeds from the bed of the stream.

Forty-five miles from Three Rivers, and One
Hundred and Thirty-five from Quebec, stands the
neat little town of Sorrerr, or Filliam Henry,
in latitude 45 degrees 50 minutes, and longitude
73 degrees 20 minutes. I{ is situated at the con-
fluence of the Chamblois with the St. Lawrence.
The streets are handsomely laid out, but not yet
completely filled up with buildings. It is provided
with two good places of worship,—a Roman Cath-
olic Chapel, and a Protestant Episcopal Church.
Its appearance from the water is respectable. Sor-
rell was first seitled by a party of the Royalists,
who quitted the Union at the period when the
Independence of the States was recognized. It is
a smaller town than Three Rivers, and contains
only 1500 inhabitants, most of whom are English
and Scotch. It is gradually on the increase ; and,
on account of its salubrious situation, frequently
becomes the residence of his Excellency the
Governor of the Canadas, for a few months in the
summnier season. ’

Between William Henry and Montreal, there
are several small villages; the principal of which
is BerTHIER on the North Bank. Around this vil-
lage there areseveral extensive and apparently rich
settlements, some of which are still occupied by
the descendants of the French Noblesse, by whom
they were first cleared and inhabited.
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MonTtrEAL Isnanp, upon which the city stands,
15 about 32 miles long and ten and 2 half broad. It
is the property of the Nemmary of St. Sulpruse,
and certainly possesses the finest clunate and the
most luxuriant soil in the whole Province. The
city is situated on the South side of the Island, mn
45 deg. 31 min. North laiitude, und in 73 deg. 35
min. West longitude. 1t 1s 45 miles from William
Heunrv, 90 from the Three Rivers, and 180 from
Quebec.

Montreal is placed in the midst of the most
picturesque scenery. It isat present very irregu-
lar in its construction, b2ing in length nearly two
miles ; while its greatest breadth,—that 1s, from the
banks of the St. Lawrence to the foot of an msu-
lated mountain from which 1t derives ils name,—!:s
only three quarters of a mile. It contains 15,900
souls, mere than one Lalf of whom are Roman
Catholics. The streets are in general very narrow;
and, toadd to the inconvenience which this occa-
sions, the side-paths or causeways are rendered
almost impassable, by a barbarous practice which
prevails in every part of the city, of erecting out-
side the doors wooden steps which project from
three to four feet into the streets. If only two
persons meet opposite one of those cumbersome
piles, they will inevitably be obliged either to
retrace their steps, or out of hasty complaisance
to descend into the channel, probably up to their
knees in snow, or to their ancles in mud. If is also
impossible even for two persons to walk arm In

Vor. L. r
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arm, without separating every ten or twelve yards.
The houses are generally built of a durable kind
of lime-stone ; but those which were erected pre-
vious to the late war, assume the most forbidding
appearance, in consequence of the outer doors
and window-shutters being made of strong sheet-
iron. The use of these massive securities is now
so general, and their value so highly appreciated,
that scarcely a house can be found without them.
They have been adopted to counteract the effects
of fire, which in this city frequently rages to the
destruction of immense property. It is impos-
sible to walk along the streets of Montreal ona
Sunday or other holiday, when the shops are all
closed, without receiving the most gloomy impres-
sions. The whole city appears one vast prison;
and at every noise which salutes the ear of the pas-
sing stranger, he imagines that he hears the clank-
ings of a malefactor’s chains, or the pitiful moan-
ings of an incarcerated debtor.

There are, however, several modern buildings in
Montreal, that would be no disgrace to the finest
squares in Europe. Indeed, all those which are of
recent erection exhibit a superior style of execu-
tion. Some spacious sireets beyond the former
boundaries of the city, and towards the mountain,
are now laid out, and the new buildings in them
are standing proofs of the impraving taste of the
people.

The public edifices of this place are, the French
Church, the English Church, the Methodist Chapel,
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the Presbyterian Meeting-house, the Court-house
and Gaol, the Montreal Bank, the College, the
Hospital, and the Barracks.

The French Church, or Roman Catholic Chapel,
called St. Maria and dedicated to the blessed Vir-
gin, is an extensive old-fashioned building, the
front of which is constructed of cut stone. It is
situate in the middle of Notre Dame street, which
1s the principal one in the old part of the city, and
runs parallel with the St. Lawrence. The steeple,
which, before the erection of the English Church,
was considered the finest in America, is now only
regarded on account of its antiquity. The whole
exterior of this huge building, except the roof and
steeple, both of which are covered with tin, is
plain and tasteless; but the interior is, after the
manner of other Popish churches, most gorgeously
decorated with every thing appertaining toa place
of this description, which has a tendency to affect
the heart by means of impressions on the outward
senses. The pews indeed are not remarkable for
any thing like variety in design or skill in construc-
tion; but the cielipg is adorned in a most magnifi-
cent manner, and the altar 1s one on which, to use
a heathen phrase, ¢ the Gods themselves might
sacrifice.” The cieling is divided into conic sections
by splendid gilt mouldings ; and, in the vacant space
between each of them, inpumerable figures, fanci-
fully gilt, occupy a place. In the centre of the
cieling, is a circular painting of the Ascension.
This picture, though not of the first order, is said

F 2
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to have been the work cf an eminent French artist,
and certainly has a very fine effect, which, In my
opinion, is produced more by its situation than by
the excellence of the performance. It tends very
powerfully to elevate the mind, and spires a sort
of reverence for the house of which it is an orna-
ment.  That part of the cieling which is imme-
diatelv over the choir, 15 divided mmto small
squares, the angles of which are studded with gilt
stars.  Towards the rear of the choir, a superb
golden crown rests on four pillars which are painted
pea-green, with gilt risings.  This crown servesas
a canopy to the altar, which 1s immediatelv under
it. Inan exposed situation behind the crown, a
full-length statue of the Virgin Mary appears: It
is sculptured out of a block of white marble. On
each side of the choir, are five seriptural paint-
ings; and, inmediately over the chancel, stands a
large organ, above which a well-carved figure of
the crucifixion occupies a prominent station. The
ornaments of the altar are rich bevond conception:
A great number of wax-candles, some of which
are upwards of four feet long, are always burning
during the performance of Divine service. These
tapers, which serve as brilliant illuminations to
the altar, and cast “a dim religious light” to the
utmost verge of the Church, impress the mind with
a degree of awe, and seem calculated, particularly in
the day-time, to raise and solemnize the affections.
In fact, no individuals, except those who have
visited Catholic countries, can form any just notion
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of the extraordinary magnificence and solemn
splendour of the whole building. Tt is capable of
accommodating 3000 worshippers; and seldom on
the Sabbath 1s a seat within its walls vacant.
There are two or three other French Churches in
Montreal; but they are much inferior to that of
=St. Maria.

The English Episcopal Church is likewise situ-
ated in Notre Dame street. The front of this
building 1s of cut stone and in the Doric order;
and the steeple, whieh is acknowledged to he
superior to any thing of the kind in British North
America, has a very licht and elegant appearance.
The spire, which is octagonal, seems well-propor-
tioned, and is covered with tin. On its summit
stands a good represenfation of a pine-apple, sur-
mounted by a large vane elegantly ¢ilt and fanci-
fully ornamented. In the steeple there is a very
fine clock with four dial plates, some one or other
of which may be seen, and the hour of the day dis-
tinctly told, from any part of the city orsuburhs.
The interior of this building exhibits much taste
and neatness, and is painted in a chaste and appro-
priate manner. Although this church is generally
much crowded on the Sabbath, strangers never
experience any difficulty in procuring seats. A man
in livery stands at the door, and, on your entry,
shews you to a pew of a class suited to the rank,
to which, from your appearance, he may consider
you entitled. The gallery is circular, and is sup-
ported by Corinthian pillars; and the whole fabric

F 3 |
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affords strong evidence of chasteness in design, and
felicity of execution. It is one of the principal
ornaments of the city, creditable alike to the plan
of the judicious architect, and to the capabilities
of the accomplished workmen.

The Methodist Chapel, erected in 1820, 1s a very
extensive and elegant building. The ground on
which it stands, cost the Society no less a sum than
£1500. Its wallsare all of cut stone, and its roof
is covered with tin. The interior resembles that of
the English Church,—with this difference, that the
gallery of the chapel is circular instead of being
square, and 1is supported by plain instead of Corinth-
tan pillars. It is a great embellishment to the city,
and exhibits a finer outward appearance than any
other building, except the Montreal Bank.

There are two small Presbyterian Meeting-
houses in the town,—one for persons in connection
with the Kirk of Scotland, and the other for such
as belong to the Presbytery of the United States.

Both the Gaol and the Court-house are large
and plain buildings, quite contignous to each other,
and occupying a conspicuous station in an airy and
elevated part of the city. A large space of ground
in rear of them, called le Champ de Mars, is devoted,
as its name imports, to a parade for the Military,
and 1s consequently a promenade much frequented
by persons of all runks, especially after the hours
of business are past, and when the mildness of the

evening sun invites the inhabitants to enjoy a little
relaxation in the open air,
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The Montreal Bank is by far the finest edifice,
either public or private, in the Canadas, since the
destruction of the Mansion House Hotel, which
was burnt down in 1820, and which cost the pro-
prietor, Mr. Molson, upwards of £30,000.

The College, more generally called ¢ the Semi-
nary,” is a good-sized, but plain and irregular
siructure, in which about 120 young men receive
the rudiments of a liberal education. Their title
to admission 1s exceedingly simple—they are only
required to produce approved testimonials, that
they profess the Roman Catholic religion. The
lay-students wear long blue frocks, seamed with
white cloth, and striped worsted sashes round the
waist. Those who study Divinity, are distin-
guished from the rest by black silk or bombazeen
sashes.

The Barracks i1s an inferior building, erected
for the accommodation of a thousand troops.

Nelson’s monument, which stands at the head of
the New Market, and nearly opposite the Gaol
and Court-house, has quite a respeclable appear-
ance ; but, I think, a blunder was committed in
placing his Lordship’s back towards the St. Law-
rence. The water was the theatre of all his actions,
—the element on which he acquired his glory,
fought all his battles, and at length triumphantly
ended his mortal career, while the waves of the
ocean chaunted forth his requiem. Why then should
even the unconscious statue of such a great man be
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deprived of the pleasure, so to speak, of contem-
plating a portion of that element which gave
immortality to its prototype, and will transmit his
name with applause to future generations, so long
as the waters of the Nile continue to Inundate
the plains of Egypt? This statue, which was
executed in London, at the expence of the citi-
zens of Montreal, is placed upon a pyramidical
cclumn, which stands on a square pedestal. At
the base of the column, on the different angles,
are allegorical figures of superior workmanship,
representing the chief attributes of the naval hero.
Suitable inseriptions are placed on the sides of the
column ; and, in compartments on each side of the
pedestal, are bas-reliefs, representing the four prin-
cipal achievements of the valiant Nelson. The
monument s !iclosed within an iron chain, which
forms nearly a complete circle. The chain is
attached, «t regular distances, to several cannons,
which are sunk into the ground to nearly half their
height. This arrangement serves as a barrier, to
protect the base of the pillar from the wheels of
carriages and other vehicles.

A Monastery was formerly attached to the
Recollect Church; but as there is now only one
person belonging to that Order alive in the Pro-
vince, the Monastery and the ground upon which
it stood have reverted to the crown, and it has
occasionally been used as a watch-house or tempo-
rary guard-room for the troops.
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- Beside the buildings already enumerated, there
are three Nunneries in Montreal, —that of the
Black, the Grey, and the Congregational Orders.

The Hotel Dieu, in St. Paul Street, is the resi-
dence of the Black Nuns, and was founded so early
as 1614, for the reception of the poor, the sick,
and the maimed : It is still devoted to this bene-
volent purpose; and the nuns, belonging to the
institution, are thirty-six in number.

The Grey Nunnery was founded in the year
1753, for the reception of lunatics, foundlings,
and other invalids. The establishment consists of
twenty four sisters.

The congregation of Notre Dame, or Our Lady,
whose nunnery is in Notre Dame Street, was
founded about the year 1650, for the education of
young females professing the Roman Catholic
religion.

How much soever the secluded life of a nun may
seem to be opposed to the spirit of the Gospel,—
which enjoins those who profess it to ¢ let their
light so shine before men, that they, seeing their
good works, may glorify their Father which is in
heaven,”’—it is impossible to look upon them in
this country with any other than charitable eyes.
Their lives and fortunes are dedicated to the most
useful and beneficent purposes; and scandal her-
self has never, I believe, been able to collect mate-
rials of crimination, or with envenomed tongue to
utter her spite against. their characters. Their
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lives are, as far as human scrutiny extends, with-
out blemish. Their course of mercy and benevo-
lence is like that of a deep river, noiseless: They
¢« do not their alms before men ;> and, 1 trust, not-
withstanding the errors of judgment under which
they may labour, ¢ their Father who has seen them
in secret, will hereafter reward them openly.”—Yet
it must be regarded as a happy circumstance, that
the partial seclusion from the world, which is
effected by means of these establishments, modi-
fied as they are in Quebec and Montreal, is not
popular even in Lower Canada. It would cer-
tainly be most preposterous to encourage the form-
ation of additional insulated societies of females,
under solemn vows of perpetual celibacy, in an
infant colony which requires an increasing popu-
lation to render it still more flourishing, and in
which, it will afterwards be shewn, the fair sex fall
much below their due proportion in point of num-
ber, and are therefore greatly enhanced in value.
Besides, all the benefits accruing to the Roman
Catholic community in these provinces, from the
institution of nunneries, would be as fully realized,
were none of the youthful and unthinking novices
in them ever to take the veil or to utter rash
vows before their Maker: Their personal ser-
vices in another sphere of life would in that case
become available, whenever providential events
might call them out of such a good school of disci-
pline. Without the absurd vows into which the sis-
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ters are required to enter, the experience which
they generally gain, by a long residence in a strictly
religious society, would be made a great blessing to
the public: For, on the marriage of the several
accomplished individuals, and their removal to dis-
tant parts of the country, the wisdom acquired
in this way would be more extensively diffused;
and, under such restrictions, the establishment of
Protestant nunneries, how terrifying soever the
sound may be, would be a real blessing in many king-
doms in which the Reformed religion is professed.
—But in the present constitution of Catholic nun-
neries, all these more diffusive advantages are lost,
by the indelible disgrace which is studiously made
to attach to the bare expression of a desire to quit
what 1s usually called “ a Religious House,” and
to abandon ¢ the infallible guidance” of their
ghostly superiors.

Monreal now contains, as before observed, seve-
ral private buildings, of a very respectable descrip-
tion ; but, instead of improving the aspect of the
city, they serve only to expose the older buildings,
by a comparison which their present low condition
cannot endure. The stars of the universe would be
the objects of our highest admiration, if the
superior radiance of the sun and moon did not
incline us to look upon those twinkling orbs as
the inferior works of the Deity: In like man-
ner, the untravelled inhabitants of Montreal would
still consider their ancient buildings as models of
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architecture, had not these more elegant structures

arisen,
To shame the meanness of their humble sheds.

Montreal is now supplied with water from a
reservoir, erccted for the purpose on the Citadel
Hill. The water is forced into this reservoir from
the river, by means of a steam-engine. The con-
ducting pipes are of cast iron, and are sunk so low
in the ground, that the water contained in them
can never freeze. This work was undertaken by
a Scotch gentleman of the name of Porteous, who
has, by his indefatigable exertions, realized a splen-
did fortune in this country. The cistern which
holds the water, is, I think, One Hundred feet
above the level of the river.

There are two Banking-houses in Montreal ; the
one, called after the city, with a capital of 250,000
pounds, and the other, designated the Cunuda
Bank, with a capital of 300,000 pounds. Each
is governed by a President and Directors, who are
chosen annually. This city was, till lately, destitute
of these necessary medic to commercial enter-
prize ; and it was only after they had long experi-
enced the mmconvenience of the old mode of trans-
acting their business, that the resident merchants
entered with spirit into the plan of Banking Com-
panies, the members of which have been thus
enabled severally to extend their own concerns,
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and to afford important assistance to their reput-
able neighbours without injury to themselves. The
conductors of these Banking Establishments are
generally cautious and prudent men, who, while
lending their influence and a portion of their
capital to communicate an elasticity to publie
spirit and a facility to money transactions, secem
anxious to avoid any imitation of their Republican
friends in those monstrous habits of unguarded
speculation which have terminated, in many instan-
ces, 1 the ruin of the parties interested. In infant
concerns of this description, an excess of circum-
spection is periiaps the safer and more laudable
extreme ; and though such a course will not quickly
make the fortunes c¢f the members who have em-
barked their capital, it will gradually produce an
adequate compensation to them, and will w/timately
give a character of credit and stability to their
restricted issues, that will not be moved by the
rude shocks to which all affairs of traflic are occa-
sionally liable. ,
The principal public library is one established
by subscription, called Tor MoxtrEAL LaBRARY.
It belongs to a number of persons who subscribed
for shares, to form a capital for the purchase of
books, and a building for their reception and pre-
servation. It contains about Eight Thousand
volumes, among which are many valuable publi-
cations. Independent of this, there are two circu-
lating libraries, the property of booksellers, both of
which are tolerably well supplied with new works.
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These libraries, with nearly a dozen weekly news-
papers, some of them printed in French and others
in English, afford the lovers of literature an opper-
tunity of spending their leisure hours with pleasure
and profit.

Two large market-houses with suitable out-
buildings, erected in different parts of the city,
are a rendezvous for meat, eggs, butter, fish, and
other articles of general consumption, of which
the inhabitants can there obtain an abundant
supply.

Montreal, when regarded in a commercial light,
may be said to be the capital of the Canadas; but,
if viewed with respect to its political character, it
must be deemed much Inferior to Quebec. Ifs
defenceless and exposed situation renders it, mn
time of war, a place of little, if any, importance to
the Britishinterest in Canada: And that it remained
in our possession during the late war, was, in my
opinion, a strong proof of the pusillanimity of the
enemy. The citizens of Montreal would perhaps
say, that it was a stronger evidence of their own
bravery, which has been thus tacitly recognized
even by their republican neighbours; but as the
~annals of their country have not yet recorded
their heroic deeds, I must beg leave to differ
from them ; which, I think, may be done, without
casting any stigma on their fame, either for loyalty
or heroism. :

Taking the inhabitants of Montreal to be 16,000,
which is not, I think, far from correct, nearly
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10,000 will be found to be of French descent, all
of whom profess the Roman Catholic religion;
2,000 Scotch, who are chiefly Presbyterians; 1,500
English, the majority of whom are members of
the Established Church; 1,000 Irish, one half of
whom are Protestants, and the other half Cath-
olics ; and about 1,500 Americans, whose religion
is politics, and their God a golden eagle.+

There are no less than seven steam-boats, which
constantly ply on the St. Lawrence between Que-
bec and Montreal, five of which are nearly as large
as a forty-gun frigate. They are fitted up ina
very elegant manner, for the accommodation of
passengers. On each side of their cabins, some
of which are large enough to accommodate a
Hundred persons, there are two rows of births,
one above the other. These births are supplied
with excellent bedding and running curtains.
Separate from the gentlemen’s cabin, is one in
each boat for ladies; in which, however, they
only sleep, for they take breakfast, dinner, and
tea, in the common room with the gentlemen.
Every possible attention is paid to passengers on
board of these boats. Servants of every descrip-
tion are always in waiting; and tables are daily
laid out, exhibiting all the delicacies of the season,
and every luxury which this fruitful country
affords. In a word, their accommodations of every
kind are not at all inferior to those which are

+ An American coin, value 10 dollars.
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to be met with in the most respectable hotels i
Europe. The charge to a cabin-passenger, from
Quebec to Montreal, is three pounds; and from
Montreal to Quebec, two pounds ten shillings,
including all necessaries and attendance. These
vessels generally accomplish a trip from Montreal
to Quebec in about twentv-two hours, and return
in thirty-six,—a circumstance which accounts for
the difference in the charges. The steerage-passen-
gers provide themselves with victuals,and pay only
ten shillings each for conveyance.

But the steam vessels are also now profitably
employed to an amazing extent in the conveyance
of heavy goods and merchandize. The difficulties
occurring in the navigation of the river between
Quchec and Montreal, prevent vessels of more than
250 tons burden, from making the voyage either
with ease, quickness, or certainty. The only im-
pulse which they can use, in encountering a strong
current upwards, is the wind ; and when it is not
quite adverse to their course, in many parts of the
wide stream large ships have room for tacking;
but, in many other parts, the dangerous shallows
and rapids hinder them from taking such an advan-
tage of the varying points of the compass. Their
progress, therefore, up to Montreal is necessarily
slow, and liable to numerous interruptions. To
avoild these inconveniences, i1t is now become a
prevailing practice among merchantmen, to unload
at Quebec that part of their cargoes which is des-
tined for Montreal, and o engage a steam-boat,
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at a reasonable rate, to convey it to the latter
city.

The wharfs of Montreal, if such they may be
called, are in a most wretched condition. Vessels
cannot load or unload without great difficulty and
excessive labour; and, to render a walk on the
quays as uninviting as is consistent with commer-
cial enterprize, the scavengers are permitted to
deposit the whole filth of the city in their imme-
diate vicinity.

Vor. 1 G
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AFTER remaining a few days in Montreal, I
returned to Quebec, in order to solicit his Excel-
lency the Governor for boats to convey the settlers
to Upper Canada. Lord Bathurst’s letter to my
father induced us to believe, that Government
would provide us with a passage to the land upon
which we were to be located. But, on our arrival
at Montreal, we found, that no means had been
provided for our further conveyance, and that we
had to perform a journey of more than 500 miles
at our own expence. There were at this time in
La Chine, a village about nine miles from Mont-
real, more than fifty boats belonging to the Go-
vernment. The object of my second visit to
Quebec, was to procure these boats from the
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Governor. His Grace declared, that, as he had
no orders on the subject from the Sceretary of
State’s office, he could not grant the use of them,
unless he were to man them himself, and repair any
damages they might sustain at his own expence.
As this excuse appeared plausible enough, I urged
my request no further, and did not attempt to
debate the matter, though I was fully convinced
that we ought to have been provided with some
means of conveyance, at least to the nearest point
of Upper Canada.

I returned to Montreal seven days after my
departure from it, and embarked at La Chine, with
my father and his settlers, on the 18th day of
August, twenty days after our arrival in Quebec.

On account of the shallows immediately below this
village, goods and passengers intended for a higher
destination up the river, are conveyed by land
from Montreal. Previous to our leaving La Chine,
thirty-one of the settlers, dreading the expense of
transporting their families to the Upper Province,
separated from us at the persuasion of Colonel
Cockbourne, and accepted of a settlement from
him at or near Perth, about 140 miles North West
of Montreal.

Owing to the rapidity of the St. Lawrence,
immediately above Montreal, ship-navigation ter-
minates at that city. Such is the vehemence of
the current, in various places, that it is totally
impossible to ascend the river in vessels of ordinary
eonstruction.  Batteaux, or flat-boitomed boals,

G 2
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narrow at bow and stern, and made of pine boards,
have therefore been invented, and aré found much
betier adapted to the river than any others. These
boats are about forty feet long and six across the
cenire, and are navigated by four men and a pilot.
Each boat carries about five tons, and is provided
with a small mast and sails,—six setting-poles about
nine feet long, shod at their lower extremities with
iron which terminates ina sharp point,—an anchor,
—and the necessary cooking apparatus. In these
boats, all the merchandize destined for Upper
Canada is conveyed ; and, fitted out in this style,
they depart from La Chine, four or five of them
generally forming one party. They quickly arrive
in Lake St. Louis, which is formed by the junction
of the Ottawais, or Grand River, with the St.
_Lawrence. If the wind happens to blow favour-
ably when they are passing through this Lake,
they hawl up their sails until they arrive at the
Cascades, which are about thirty miles from Mont-
real. ,
At the Cascades, a short canal has been cut and
locks formed by Government, through which the
vessels pass, till they attain the head of these rapids,
after which they proceed without departing from
the river before they arrive at the Cedars, where,
again, by means of other locks, they ascend the most
difficult part of th erapids. The current between
the Cascades and the Cedars is so very impetuous,
that the boat-men are obliged to have recourse to
their setting-poles, which they fix in the bed of the



DIFFICULT NAVIGATION, 85

river; and, by the pressure of each man upon his
own instrument, they propel the boat upwards
with astonishing celerity. These exertions, though
fatiguing in the extreme, they are often obliged
to continue for several hours,+ without intermis-

t+ The Canadians who navigate these Batteaux, have a favourite
air, coalled the Boat Song, which they always sing whilst rowing

up and down theriver. It commences :

Dans mon chemin j’ai rencontré
Deux cavaliers trés bien montés ;

and the refrain to every verse, is

A T’ombre d’un bois je m’en vais jouer,

A I'ombre d'un bois je m’en vais jouer.

Moore, on sailing up the St. Lawrence, endeavourcd, as he
says, to harmonize this air, by writing the following stanzas :

FaixTLY as tolls the evening chime,

Our voices keep tune, and our oars keep time ;

Soon as the woods on shore look dim,

We'll sing at St. Anne’s our parting hymn.
Row, brothers, row ! the siream runs fast,
The rapids are near, and the day-light’s past!

Why should we our sail unfurl *
There is not a breath the blue wave to curl ;
But when the wind blows off the shore,
Oh ! sweetly we'll rest our weary oar.
Blow, breezes, blow ! the stream runs fast,
The rapids are near, and the day-light’s past !

Ottawai’s tide ! this trembling moon

Shall see us float over thy surges soon.

Saint of this green isle ! hear our prayers !

Oh ! grant us cool heavens and favouring airs !
Blow, breezes, blow ! the stream runs fast,
The rapids arc near, and the day-light’s past!

G 3
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sion ; and, not unfrequently, even their best endea-
vours in this way prove abortive. ~When this is
the case, they make a rope fast to the bow of the
boat; and, leaving only the pilot on board, they
plunge into the water and tow her by main
strength up the foaming cataracts. This is the
manner in which they perform the arduous pas-
sage, which, though only 120 miles, they seldom
accomplish in less than ten days. How the men
who are employed in this difficult navigation
exist, without ruining tlieir constitutions, is a mys-
tery which I am utterly unable to explain. They
are compelled, almost every hour, when actually
melting with heat and fainting through fatigue,
to jump into the water, frequently up to their
arm-pits, and to remain in it towing the boats,
until they are completely chilled. They then have
recourse to the aid of ardent spirits, of which on
all occasions they freely partake, and, in a few
minutes, are once more bathed in perspiration.

The author of these beautiful linesobserves: ““Withoutthat charm
which association gives to every little memorial of scenes or feelings
that are past, the melody may perhaps be thought common and tri-
fling ; but I remember, when we have entered at sunset upon one
of those beautiful lakes into which the St. Lawrence so gradually
and unexpectedly opens, I have heard thissimple air with a plea-
sure which the finest compositions of the first masters have never
given me; and now, there is not a note of it which does not
recal to my memory the dip of our oars in the St. Lawrence, the
flight of our boat down the Rapids, and all those new and fanci-

ful impressions to which my heart was alive, during the whole of
this very interesting vovage.”
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The principal rapids between Montreal and Pres-
cott, are the Cepars and the Cascspes already
mentioned, the Coreav pu Lac, and the Loxe
Savrnr, the latter of which are about nine miles in
extent ; and, though they are seldom ascended in
less than a day, boats have been known to descend
through their whole length in fifteen minutes.

While about 140 of the settlers took their pas-
sage from La Chine in what the Canadians call
“ Durham-boats,” my father and his family, with
the remainder of the settlers, embarked in a ves-
sel of the same description. The accommoda-
tions which this boat afforded were so poor,
that our situation, during the thirteen days of
our voyage from La Chine to Prescott, was in
reality ¢ below the reach of envy.” To make
room for my mother and the children, in the
wretched little hole of a cabin, my brother and I
were frequently obliged to sleep on the shore in
the open air,—the refreshing zephyrs being our
only curtains, and the ¢ spangled heavens, a shin-
ing frame,” our resplendent canopy. Taverns
are undoubtedly found in many parts along the
banks of the river ; but as the boats do not always
stop in the neighbourhood of those refectories, we
seldlom had any other method of reposing our
weary bodies, than the one to which I have now
alluded.

One night in particular, when we felt the air
rather too cool for sleeping on the ground, my
brother and I, with three of the settlers, solicited
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F
permission of a Canadian farmer, to lie on thé
floor of his kitchen. This request, though humble
and moderate, was peremptorily refused. We
asked for neither bed nor blanket, meat nor drink,
but barely for leave to stretch our fatigued limbs on
the uncovered boards, yet even this was denied.
We were in the act of quietly returning to the boat,
when, on approaching the door of his stable, we
found it open, entered, and had but just discovered
some clean straw upon which we designed to
recline our heads for the night, when,—¢ Tell it not
in Gath! Publish it not in Askelon !”’—the owner
stalked in, and, on recognizing us, commanded
our instant departure. Marchez donc tout de suite !
was re-iterated half a dozen times in less than a
minute, and Sacrez vous, hommes Anglois ! rounded
every period. We were therefore compelled to
decamp, and to take our usual nightly station upon
the shore.

This little incident banished sleep from my eyes;
and I spent the greater part of the night in the in-
dulgence of the most gloomy reflections. That
fondly-beloved isle, where the genius of hospitality
continually holds her court aud freely spreads her
social influence, again recurred to my memory: [
thought of her humblest sons, ¢ generous and
humane, sons of benevolence and toil, whose hard
labour just gives what life requires, but gives no
more; yet, who, with the ever-ready smile of
heart-felt sympathy, are willing to share that hard-
earned little with the weary traveller whom chance
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directs to their threshold, or necessity throws
upon their bounty.”— Oh Erix!’ Iinvoluntarily
exclaimed,  would the most depraved and aban-
‘ doned profligate that finds an asylum on thy
“ saint-trodden shore,drive from his door a man who
‘“ was consecrated by the sacred title of sTRaNGER ?
“ Would he refuse him a night’s lodging on the
“ litter of hishorses? Ah,no! though too frequently
¢ himself lowered by his vices and his folly to the
““ level of a beast,—though apparently destitute of
““ every principle that ennobles humanity, or feeds
“ the inviolable flame of friendship,—yet would he
¢ pause amid his wild career at the hallowed name
““ of sTRANGER ! and the first impulse of his heart
“ would bring to light the latent spark of human
“ kindness : He would welcome him to his cottage,
“ and share with him his bed, his food, his rai-
“ ment,—nay, his last shilling, if necessity required
¢ it,—ere he would spurn him from his door with
¢ the sneer of imaginary superiority.”

We were from the 18th of August to the Ist of
September, in accomplishing this voyage of only
120 miles. I think I may say, without any dan-
ger of hyperbole, that, during this short period,
each of us encountered greater difficulties, endured
more privations, and submitted to stronger proofs
of our fortitude, than had been our lot in all the
preceding years of our lives. We were obliged by
day, in consequence of the great weight of our
luggage, to assist the sailors in towing the boat up
the rapids, often up to our arm-pits in water; and,
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by night, to rest our enervated and shivering limbs
on the inhospitable shores of this river of cataracts,

On the ninth day of our amphibious journey, my
brother and I, with several of the settlers, for the
sake of a little variety, left the boat and walked a
few miles along the banks of the St. Lawrence.
As we were entirely unacquainted with the coun-
try, we resolved to keep as close as possible to
the shore, which in this part is completely covered
with thick woods. When we had walked about a
mile, our progress was interrupted by a large
tract of swampy land, which we found to be totally
impassable. Before we had reached the head of
the swamp, and once more gained the shore, the
boat was out of sight. However, we pursued our
route along the bank until night approached, when
we perceived a light, about two miles down the
river, which we concluded to be that of the boat.
This conjecture proved to be correct. It appear-
ed, that, in our hurry to overtake her, we had
over-reached the mark, and got too far a-head.
As the night was dark, we whistled, halloed, and
fired off our guns, hoping to induce them to
pull up, and take us aboard. But all our efforts
proved ineffectual : We could neither make them
hear us nor understand our signals. At length,
one of our party observed a house about half a
mile above us,—a discovery which afforded no
small degree of pleasure. We had walked nearly
ten miles through a dismal forest, over swamps
and marshes, and were hungry and fatigued.
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A few moments before, we had no prospect of
discovering even a dry spot of land, on which we
might lay ourselves down to rest. Nothing
appeared

But matted woods, where birds forget to sing,
And silent bats in drowsy clusters cling.

Judge then, what must have been our feelings on
beholding a human habitation! For a human one
it was, though its title to Aumanity was founded
solely on the fact of its being the abode of man,
without the least reference to the gentleness of his
nature. When we entered within the door, and
informed the owner, who was an American, of
the circumstances which obliged us to become
intruders and to claim his hospitality, he mut-
tered out a few words with unfeeling frigidity,
the purport of which was, that we might lie upon
the floor, if we pleased. It was then about
nine o’clock; and from that hour, until eleven,
when they retired to bed, I do not recollect that
we had the pleasure of any further conversation
either with our host or his lady. When they
withdrew from the apartment, we were left sole
monarchs of the kitchen; but our throne was, in
one respect, like that which the sycophantic
courtiers of King Canute urged him to usurp,—it
was covered with coarse sand, and presented no
very agreeable aspect, as a resting-place, to us,
who presumed to think that we had done sufficient
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penance for our transgressions in this country, by
the sufferings which we necessarily endured in the
day, during the course of our unfortunate peram-
bulations. It was some time before we could
reconcile ourselves to the idea of lying down on
the rough kitchen-floor ; but at length the god of
dreams prevailed over all our apprehensive sensi-
bilities, and compelled us to assume a recumbent
posture. I converted my hat into a pillow, and
my cravat into a cap or turban; and, after pro-
mising my companions in tribulation a glass of rum
in the morning, by way of toasting American
hospitality, I fell asleep, but awoke, some time
before day-break, with sore sides and an aching
head.

From the perusal of such incidents as these, you
will probably form a very low and indifferent
opinion of Canadian hospitality ; justice, however,
constrains me to remark, that the people who live
on the shores of the St. Lawrence, have so fre-
quently been imposed upon, plundered, and other-
wise mal-treated by various evil-disposed emigrants
in their progress to the Upper Province, that, if
we had experienced even worse treatment than
this which I have related, it ought not, under
such provoking circumstances, to excite much
astonishment.

The country, on each side of the river between
Prescott and Montreal, is similar in appearance
to that between the latter city and Quebec, with
this difference,—that the houses above Montrea}
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are much inferior to those below. For about
sixty miles beyond Montreal, almost all the inha-
bitants are of French extraction, and still speak the
language of their ancestors. They scarcely under-
stand a word of English, and seem to be of very
humble origin. Their habitations are constructed
in the style of cottages; and, though they cer-
tainly are not reproachable with any great degree
of taste in design, or of elegance in their execution,
they have a just claim to honourable mention for
the compensating attributes of cleanliness, and of
neatness, if not of refinement, in the simple decor-
ations of their interiors. The traveller who may
have occasion to cross their thresholds, will seldom
witness the semblance of poverty or the shadow of
discontent. Since my arrival in the country, T
have not beheld a single trace of anxiety or care
in the countenances of the people. In the city,
the town, the village, and the open country, every
eye sparkles with contentment, and every tongue
speaks the language of independence. If the
maxim of our ethic poet be correct, that

Reason’s whole pleasure, all the joys of sense,
Lie in three words, HEALTH, PEACE, and COMPETENCE,

I do not wonder at beholding such an invariable
picture of enjoyment in the looks of the Canadians ;
for they certainly possess, to a perfection which
cannot be surpassed, every one of those integral
ingredients in the happiness of man, which the
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poet has thus tersely described. Alas! how different
the scene on your side of the Atlantic! How
melancholy the contrast to an Irishman! How
delightfully, yet mournfully exhilarating to a Ca-
nadian, if, from a knowledge of the unhappy con-
dition of our unfortunate countrymen, he should
make the comparison, and find in it an inducement
to ¢ bless his happier lot !”

The line which divides the Upper from the
Lower Province of Canada, intersects the St.
Lawrence at about 66 miles West of Montreal.
From this line as far as Prescott, you have Upper
Canada on the North, and the State of New York
on the South shore.

The only villages between Montreal and Pres-
cott, are L.a Cuing, and Point CLEAR ; the latter of
which is 18 miles from Montreal. It has a Church
and Parsonage-house; contains about 100 inhabi-
tants, all of whom are Roman Catholics; and is the
only dirty village in the Lower Province.

The village of Tue Cepars consists of a few
houses, inhabited chiefly by mechanies.

Coteav pu Lac is equally small, but of more
importance as a military post, a fort having been
erected in its immediate vicinity for the pro-
tection of the trade upon the river, and for the
purpose of intercepting the passage of an enemy,
whether ascending or descending.

CornwaLr, which is dignified with the appella-
tion of a fown, is more extensive than either of the
two just mentioned. It is 86 miles from Montreal,
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and has a Gaol, a Court-house, a Roman Catholic
Chapel, and a Presbyterian Meeting-house. It
contains about 50 houses, and nearly 200 inhabit-
ants, and 1s the town of Assize for the Eastern
District.

In Prescorrt, which contains about 150 inhabit-
ants, there is a military fort, called < Fort Wel-
lington.” At this place ship-navigation re-com-
mences, and continues as far as the Falls of Niagara.

We remained two days at Prescott; and, onthe
third of September, we embarked for York on
board a small schooner, called ¢ the Caledonia.”
We performed this voyage, which is a distance of
250 miles, iIn six days.

The St. Lawrence between Prescott and Kings-
ton presents an aspect the most wild and fanciful.
The Lake of tHE THoUsaND IsLes, which is situate
between them, exhibits a delightful combination
of the varied scenery of nature. It hasallthe fea-
tures of the placid, the picturesque, and the sub-
lime, with a striking intermixture of the savage
and the uncouth. While slowly gliding up the
translucent stream, the stranger observes the Nor-
thern shores thickly settled: The lowly cottage
and the stately mansion alternately attract his
notice. The bustle and activity of life are every
where visible upon the land ; while, upon the lake,
all is solemn stillness and cheerless solitude. Hun-
dreds of little islands, assuming every variety of
form, and covered with stunted trees of almost
every species, are spread over the watery expanse,
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and afford a finished specimen of that peculiar sor
of scenery, which is produced when the several
principles and causes of vegetation are not consen-
taneous,—when the seed is planted by the hand of
nature in a sterile soil, and fertilizing rains, warm-
ing suns, and fostering breezes severally contribute
their appointed quota of natural assistance, but
seem to lose much of their accustomed efficacy by
having no suitable objects on which to operate.
The rocky and barren soil of these islands invites
not the hand of industry, to redeem them from
their unproductiveness ; nor do their unfrequented
retreats discover to the beholder even a solitary
wig-wam. They are the abode of silence, and the
resting-place of solitude. The contemplative ob-
server cannot view them without some feelings of
regret : While his eye roves with delight over
spots of earth disposed into all imaginary shapes;
in which matchless beauty and proofs of skilful de-
sign are apparent in every direction ; his judgment
detects the fallacy of his sight, and he laments to
find these picturesque creations yielding nothing for
supplying the wants of man, but such products
only as serve to gratify his curious vision. Scarcely
can he restrain the wish, presumptuous though it
be, that Providence, in its wisdom, had distin-
guished this portion of the universe by something
of greater utility and of more substantial excel-
lence.

Immediately opposite the town of Prescott, on
the shore of the United States is the town of
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Ogdensburgh ; and 12 miles higher up, on the Cana-
da shore, stands the delightful village of Brock-
VILLE, $O called in honour of the late lamented Sir
Isaac Brock. This enchanting little spot unites in
its situation every beauty of nature. In front of
it flows the river St. Lawrence, interspersed with
numerous islands, variously formed and thickly
wooded: Behind it, is an assemblage of small
hills, rising one above another in “ gay theatric
pride :” And, on each side, are a number of well-
cleared farms in an advanced state of cultivation.
Every thing combines to render it pre-eminently
beautiful. The dwellings are built of wood, and
tastefully painted; and the Court-house, on an
elevated situation at the back of the village, seems,
from its superior size, to be the guardian of the
villagers,—an idea of my fancy, which I did not
seek to confirm by entering within its doors.
Brockville contains 450 souls: It has a Parsonage-
house, but no Church has hitherto been erected.
Sixty-seven miles from Prescott, and seventy-
nine from Brockyville, is the town of KingsTon, in
Jat. 44 deg. 8 min. North, and 76 deg. 40 min.
West longitude. This town was built in 1784, and
is now a place of great importance to the British
Interests in Canada. It is the naval dep6t of the
Upper Province, and is strongly protected by a
fort called ¢ Fort Frederick.” In Kingston har-
bour, which is deep and well-sheltered, there are
several large ships, particularly the St. Lawrence
of 102 guns, which is said to have cost the immense
Vor. L. H
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sum of 300,000 pounds. Some of these vessels
were constructed in England, and sent to Quebec
in frame; whence they were transported to
Kingston at an enormous expence, on board of the
various boats already described. The carriage of
the Psyche frigate aloue, from Quebec to Kings-
ton, is said to have cost £12,000. What could
induce government to build shipsin England, where
timber is so dear, for the service of Canada? The
policy of this arrangement, like the unprofitable
speculation of ¢ sending coals to Newcastle,” isa
mystery which could not be solved by the best-
informed men in the Canadas. A sufficient number
of mechanics, to construct every ship necessary for
the lake-service might have been sent out, for one-
fourth of the expence incurred by the bare trans
portation of a single frigate from Quebec to
Kingston.

Kingston, although the largest town in the Upper
Province, contains only 2,336 inhabitants, most of
whom are the descendants of those loyalists who
sought an asylum in Canada after the revolutionary
war. The rest are English, Irish and Scotch, with
a few Germans and Frenchmen. The streets are
laid out with considerable regularity; but the
houses, like almost all others in the Canadas, are
very irregularly built. In consequence of the neg-
lected condition of the roads in this as well as in
every other part of the Province, it is scarcely
possible in wet weather to walk out without stick-
ing fast in the mire. The public buildings of

-
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Kingston are of such an inferior description as
scarcely to be worthy of notice: They are, the
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Preshyterian
Meeting-house, the Methodist Chapel, the Roman
Catholic Church, the Barracks, the Gaol, and the
Court-house.

¢ Lake Ontario, to which Kingston serves as a
kind of entrance, is situated between 43 and 44
deg. North lat. and between 76 and 83 deg. West
longitude. Its length is 171 miles, its breadth 59
and a half, and its circumference 467. The depth
of the water varies exceedingly, but is seldom less
than three or more than 50 fathoms ; although in
the centre of the lake, soundings have been made
with a line of 350 fathoms, without finding a bot-
tom. It is often visited with violent storms, which
render its navigation peculiarly dangerous; and
though none except experienced seamen ought to
be entrusted with the management of the cratt
which sail upon its wide but deceitful bosom, yet
many fellows have obtained the command of ves-
sels who are utterly ignorant of every thing con-
nected with navigation. The waters of this lake,
as well as those of Lakes Erie, Huron, and Supe-
rior, rise to a considerable height in every 35 years.
In 1816 Ontario was seven feet higher, than it is
known to have been, for upwards of 30 years be-
fore that time. Does not this form a very inter-
esting subject for the speculations of the natural
philosopher? While the waters of these lakes cever
rise or fall more than 8 or 10 inches above or below

H 2
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their usual height, excepting at these stated
periods, what cause can be assigned for the pro-
duction of such a body of water as is sufficient to
effect this extraordinary change ?

Between Kingston and York, there are two or
three very small villages, the largest of which is
BrLLEVILLE, containing about One Hundred and
Fifty inhabitants.

York is the seat of government for Upper
Canada, and is situated on the North side of Lake
Ontario, in 43 degrees 33 minutes North latitude,
and 79 degrees 20 minutes West longitude. Its
harbour, which is a very extensive one, is formed
by a long narrow peninsula, commonly called
Gibraltar Point. Though York is the capital of
an extensive colony, it would in Europe be con-
sidered but a village. Its defenceless situation,
which cannot be much improved, renders it of
little importance in time of war. It was captured
by the Americans, on the 27th of April, 1813.
They had not, however, held possession of it many
days, when they evacuated it, having first de-
stroyed all the public buildings.

The Garrison is about a mile West of the town;
and consists of a barrack for the troops, a residence
for the commanding officer, a battery and two
block-houses, which are intended for the protection
of the harbour. In the year 1793, there was only
one wig-wam on the present site of this town. It
now contains One Thousand Three Hundred and
Thirty-six inhabitants, and about Two Hundred
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-und Fifty houses, many of which exhibit a very
neat appearance. 'The public buildings are, a
Protestant Episcopal Church, a Roman Catholic
Chapel, a Presbyterian and a Methodist Meeting-
house, the Hospital, the Parliament-house, and
the residence of the Lieutenant Governor.

The Episcopal Church is a plain timber building,
of tolerable size, with a small steeple of the same
material. It has an extensive burial-ground, which
is tastefully fenced and planted.

The Roman Catholic Chapel, which 1s not yet
completed, is a brick edifice, and intended to be
very magnificent.

The Parliament-House, erected in 1820, i1s a
large and convenient brick building, finished off
in the plainest possible manner.

The York Hospital is the most extensive public
building in the Province ; and its external appear-
ance is very respectable.

The house in which the Lieutenant Governor
resides, is built of wood ; and, though by no means
contemptible, is much inferior to some private
houses in the town, particularly to that of the Ho-
nourable and Reverend Dr. Strachan. Many of the
Law and Government officers have very elegant
seals in and about the town ; and, with few excep-
tions, they are built of wood and assume a most
inviting aspeét.

The streets of York are regularly laid out,
intersecting each other at right angles. Only one

of them, however, is yet completely built; and,
H3
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in wet weather, the unfinished streets are, if pos-
sible, muddier and dirtier than those of Kingston.
The situation of the town is very unhealthy ;4 for
it stands on a piece of low marshy land, which is
better calculated for a frog-pond, or beaver-meadow,
than for the residence of human beings. The
inhabitants are, on this account, much subject,
particularly in Spring and Autumn, to agues and
intermittent fevers; and probably five-sevenths
of the people are annually afflicted with these com-
plaints. He who first fixed upon this spot as the
site of the capital of Upper Canada, whatever pre-
dilection he may have had for the roaring of frogs,
or for the effiuvia arising from stagnated waters and
putrid vegetables, can certainly have had no very
great regard for preserving the lives of his Majesty’s
subjects. The town of York possesses one great

advantage, which is that of a good but defenceless
harbour. '

+ This is according to the common opinion, which receives
some countenance from the effects upon the inhabitants. But it
will be seen, in the subsequent pages, that no general rule, even

on this subject, is without exception, and that marshy situations
are not universally unhealthy.
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FAMILY.

WHEN we arrived at York, my father waited on
the Lieutenant Governor, and handed him the
order for land which we had received from Earl
Bathurst. His Excellency told him, that he might
select his land from any township in the Province
at that time open for location; but assured him,
that as he had himself been only a short time in
the country, it was out of his power to recommend
any particular division to his notice. He then
referred my father to the Surveyor-general ; and
also gave him a letter of introduction to that offi-



104 ¢OL. THOMAS TALBOT.

cer, directing him to afford us such information as
might be required. We called upon the Surveyor-
general accordingly, but obtained little satisfactory
intelligence.

A short time afterwards, my father met with
Colonel Thomas Talbot, brother of Richard W.
Talbot, Esq., of Malahide Castle, County of
Dublin. The Colonel came to this country about
thirty years ago, an officer, if I mistake not, in
the Fifth regiment of foot. During the period of
his being stationed here, he became so much
attached to the woods and wilds of Canada, that,
on his return home, he felt half dissatisfied with
his native country, and seemed with the poet to
exclaim,

O for a lodge in some vast wilderness,
Some boundless contiguity of shade !

He therefore sold his commission, and obtained
a grant of 100,000 acres of land, under the con-
dition, that he should place a settler upon every
Two Hundred acres. He selected this extensive
tract on the Northern borders of Lake Erie, about
One Hundred and Fifty miles South West of York.
In the year 1802, when there was not a single
Christian “habitation within forty miles of his own
estate, the Colonel commenced a settlement under
the most discouraging and inauspicious circum-
stances imaginable. He called his domain Port
TavLBoT, and, in eight or ten years, saw a thriving
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settlement gradually rise up around him. But he
has not yet been able to fulfil his engagement with
the government; nor is it likely that he will, if he
continue to estimate his land at its present price,
—three dollars per acre for 150 acres, and 50 acres
gratis.

- The Colonel is perhaps one of the most eccentric
characters on the whole continent. He not only
lives a life of cheerless celibacy, but enjoys no
human society ‘'whatever. So great was his aver-
sion to the fair sex, that, for many years after his
arrival at Port Talbot, he refused to hire a female
servant, but milked his own cows, made his own
butter, and performed every other function of
kitchen-maid, house-maid, cook, and dairy-woman.
Is it not rather strange, that a British officer of
such high rank in the army, and respectable con-
nections in civil life, should be induced to settle
in the pathless wilderness, where he is totally
excluded from society, unless he should associate
with a class of people whom he considers entirely
beneath him, and with whom he has never yet in
any respect confederated ? Being a Member of
the Legislative Council of Upper Canada, he goes
to York once or twice in the year: These visits,
and an occasional one to England at intervals of
five or six years, serve to rub off the rust con-
tracted in his lonely cottage and to remind him,
that the world is still as merry as it was when he
figured in its gayest circles.
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From the Colonel’s extensive knowledge of the:
country, my father considered him to be well
qualified for giving advice respecting the choice of
a settlement. He therefore made him acquainted
with our circumstances, and want of information..
The Colonel mentioned several settlements as eli-
gible ; but particularly recommended the township
of London, a tract of land surveyed many years
ago by order of General Simcoe, the first Lieu-
tenant Governor of Upper Canada. It was there-
fore agreed, that we should immediately proceed
to London; and, on the 1lth of September, our
whole party set off for Niagara, on board the same
schooner that brought us from Prescott.

Niagara is forty miles from York; and, from
Niagara, they proceeded to Queenstown, a distance
of seven miles, by water. Thence to Fort Erie;
thirty-six miles, by land; thence to Port Talbot,
One Hundred and Sixteen miles, by water ; and
thence to London, thirty-four miles, by land ;—
making in the whole, from York to London, Two
Hundred and Thirty-three miles. It was after-
wards discovered, that, by going to the head of
Lake Ontario, and then travelling about ninety
miles by land, they might have performed the
journey in One Hundred and Thirty-five miles, at.
a mach less expence, and with far greatér expedi-
tion. But as they were ignorant of the country,
and trusted implicitly to the directions of others,
they fell into a circuitous route.
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Weary of travelling by water, I separated from
the party at York, and proceeded by land to Port
Talbot, where I agreed to rejoin them. The road
from York to Port Talbot, for the first fifty miles,
runs nearly in a South West course, through a
thickly-settled ‘country, the soil of which is light
and sandy, and therefore not susceptible of any
great improvement. Several small rivers, whose
banks are an immense height and nearly perpen-
dicular, intersect this part of the country, and
render travelling an undertaking of difficult and
dangerous performance. Horses, in ascending and
descending these steep banks, frequently take
flight, and are sometimes dashed to pieces, in spite
of the best exertions of their drivers. From the
head of Lake Ontario to the Grand River Ouse,
the road takes a Western direction ; and thence to
the township of Woodhouse, its inclination is
Southern: but from Woodhouse to Port Talbot, it
preserves a South Western course.

On the banks of the Grand River Ouse, twenty-
one miles frem Dundas, I passed through several
villages, inhabited by the Six Nations of Indians.
These villages, which, from their proximity to
each other, appear to be comprised in one settle-
ment, are composed of about Two Hundred houses,
which contain nearly 1,500 inhabitants. The land
upon which they reside, is some of the most fertile
in the whole Provingce. It was given to the Indi-
ans of the Five Nations,—who have since admitted
another nation to participate in all their rights and
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immunities,—immediately after the revolutionary
war, as a compensation for lands which they
had forfeited in the United States, by their adher-
ence to the Royal cause. Six miles on each side
of the river, from its source to its mouth, origi-
nally composed their grant; but they have since
sold several townships to different individuals,
Still, however, they retain a quantity of land suffi-
cient, ypder proper cultivation, for the mainte-
nance of half a million of people. In one of the
Indian villages, a very neat church has been erected
at the expence of the supreme Government. It is
greatly superior, in workmanship as well as in size,
to many of the parish Churches in Great Britain and
Ireland. The pulpit is situate at the upper extre-
mity of the aisle; and is surmounted with the
Royal Arms of England, executed, if I rightly
recollect, in bas-relief. On the right side of the
pulpit, the Lorp’s PrayEr and the ApostLes’
Creep are tastefully gilt upon a ground of black
timber, in the Indian language ; and, on the left,
appears the DEcavocuk, in a similar style. A
Clergyman of the Establishment occasionally per-
forms divine service in the Church; and when he
is absent, his place in the pulpit is supplied by an
Indian, whom his own countrymen dignify with
the title of “Dr. John.” This worthy Divine,
in the absence of the English Clergyman, affords
his brethren a specimen of his oratorical abilities;
but it is very evident, that the Gospel has not yet
obtained much, influence in the hearts of these
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Indians, or in that of the native preacher: It
cannot therefore be sipposed to exercise any great
control over their conduct.

As I happened to be at this village on the Sab-
bath, and felt curious to see uncivilized men
engaged in the worship of the Deity, I called upon
Dr. John, and requested to know, if there would
be any service in the forenoon. He had little the
appearance of a minister of that gospel, the principle
of which is, ¢ Peace upon earth, and good-will
towards men ;” for he was busily engaged in whet-
ting a tomahawk, and replied to my question with
the utmost indifference : ¢ I meant,” said he, ¢ to
“ have had a meeting to-day, but I lost my spec-
“ tacles in a frolic last night, and cannot, therefore,
¢« preach again, till Mr. Smith} gets his goods
“ from Montreal.”—I asked him, if the eyes of
his understanding were not sufficiently enlightened,
to render him, in a great degree, independent of
external aids.—¢ O yes,” said he, “ but we are
“ not Methodists; we do not preach, like fools,
“ without a book. If that were our practice, we
¢« think we could excel our extemporaneous breth-
¢ ren as much in the art of frue eloquence, as they
¢« excel us in self-confidence and vain-glory. But
« we are more enlightened than they are, and
4 know how liable poor human nature is to err:
¢ We therefore study diligently what we have to
“ say, before we attempt to promulgate our opi-

- + A neighbouring Shopkeeper-.
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« nions in public.”’—1I perceived vanity to be the
predominating feature in the character of this per-
son; and, after I had conversed with him a short
time on various unimportant topics, I bade him
Farewell, with a strong impression on my mind of
the great difficulty which must always attend the
moral and religious instruction of a people who
imagine, that they are already possessed of a degree
of knowledge which seldom falls to the lot even
of civilized man. There must unquestionably be
something in the soil or the air of America, friendly
to the growth of vanity ; for, from the most unen-
lightened wanderer of the forest, to the most ex-
alted character on this extensive continent, it is a
feeling which pervades every mind, and is the
grand characteristic by which an American, whe-
ther he be white or brown, may bhe distinguished
from a native of any other country on the face of
the earth.

After crossing the Grand River, the country,
for many miles, has a very delightful aspect. On
each side of the road, extensive plains, thinly
planted apparently by the hand of man, spread far-
ther than the eye can reach, and afford a pleasing
contrast to the sombre gloom which hangs, like the
shadow of darkness, over the greater part of this
extensive continent. These plains are almost
wholly uninhabited, although possessed of many
superior advantages. But the want of timber and
water for domestic purposes, and the inferiority of
the soil, which is light and sandy, render them of
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little comparative value. To the traveller alone,
wearied with his wanderings through intefminable
forests, these beautiful plantations and flower-
covered fields afford an exhilarating prospect.
Towards Long Point, in the neighbourhood of
which there are also similar extensive plains, the
country on each side of the road is tolerably well
seitled ; but the houses of public entertainment
afford the most wretched accommodations, and
exhibit an appearance, both inside and out, which
by no means induces one to form any great opinion
of Canadian Hostelries.

I reached Port Talbot, on the 15th of September,
and found that my friends had not arrived. As I
was sitting a while after in a tavern, contiguous to
the river, where I expected to have met with my
father and his family, a lady and gentleman rode up
to the door. When the lady entered, I rose and
handed heraseat; the gentleman next appeared, and,
on seating himself, enquired, as is customary in this
country, whether I was travelling East or West ?
I told him, that I had already explored as much of
the Western country as I then intended : and added
that, during the last four months, I had travelled
from within seven degrees of the Royal Observa-
tory at Greenwich, and that it was not my design
to go much farther into the country, until I had
seen my friends,—whom I daily expected from the
East,—safely and comfortably settled a few miles
further to the Northward.—This topographical
reply a little surprised them, for it was too general,
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and did not descend to such minutie as Americans
expect. |
Thelady, who appeared a good deal embarrassed
or rather in a state of mental anxiety, said, with
much apparent concern, ¢ Alas, Sir! I fear your
“ friends in America are few, and your hope of
“seeing them comfortably settled, like most
¢ worldly hopes, vain and unfeasible !” I conjured
her to explain herself, and, after some hesitation,
she reluctantly complied ; for her exclamation had
undoubtedly been involuntary :  You are not alto-
« gether friendless! You have at least one b7other !
« 1 saw him, a few hours ago, in health but un-
“ happy. He is travelling in this direction, and
“ will be with you in a few hours.” With this
expression on her lips, she rose from her seat, and
retired hastily to an adjoining apartment, where,
addressing the landlady, she continued, ¢ About
“ eight o’clock this morning we overtook a number
“of young men, all Europeans, among whom
“was a gentleman evidently the brother of
“ this young man. They are the only surviving
“ passengers of a large party belonging to the Fort
“ Erie Schooner, which was wrecked a few nights
“ago on the United States’ shore.” I heard this
with undefinable emotions, and, rushing into the
apartment in which the lady was still conversing
with the hostess, entreated her to tell me all that
she knew of the melancholy catastrophe. She said,
‘¢ About three o’clock on the evening of the 19th
¢ of September, I saw your friends embark at Fort
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¢ Erie for Port Talbot, on board a large schooner ;
‘and from the great number of passengers who
“ embarked, and the indifferent quality of the ves-
“sel, the people of Fort Erie entertained seri-
‘“ ous apprehensions for the safety of the travel-
“lers: The weather being very boisterous, and
‘“ the captain of the schooner, an inefficient and
‘“ unexperienced man. In a few days afterwards,
“news arrived at Fort Erie, that the vessel had
“ been wrecked in the morning of the 21st, on the
¢ shore cf the United States; and that the few
“ young men who survived, were taken up by a
“ New York schconer, and landed in Canada.”
On hearing this doleful intelligence, I immedi-
ately set off to meet my brother and his fortunate
companions. Before I had proceeded more than
half a dozen miles, I met the whole party ;. and
judged from their countenances, that the inform-
ation I had received was not exactly correct. I
told them what I had heard, and desired to know,
whethes or not I had been misinformed. My bro-
ther replied, that my information was in the main
correct ; that they had indeed been shipwrecked,
but that no lives were lost, excepting that of a
Mrs. Lewis, who died in consequence of severe cold
and fatigue. I was also further given to under-
stand, that my father and his family were all well,
and in the United States, waiting only for a vessel
to bring them over to the shores of Canada. It s
impossible to describe the sudden transition of my
feelings, on hearing these joyful tidings: A few
Vor. L. I
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moments before, I had the strongest grounds for
believing, that my nearest relations were lodged in
a cold and watery grave, where

No friend’s complaint, no kind domestic tear,
Pleas’d their pale ghosts, or grac’d their mournful bier.

But now I could indulge the joyful anticipation
of meeting them once more on British ground,
restored, as it were, to life, and reprieved from
appearing, in a manner which they did not expect
and for which they might not be prepared, before
Him who ¢is the Judge of quick and dead.” In
about a fortnight after this,they all arrived at Port
Talbot, after having experienced much kindness
from the inhabitants of the state of New York,
during their continuance among them.

In the latter part of October my father removed
his family from Port Talbot to Westminster, where
he procured lodgings for them until a house was
erected on his own lands. The township of West-
minster is separated from that of London, only by
the river Thames.

Loxpox is situated about twenty-four miles
North of Lake Erie. It is 927 miles from that
part of the Atlantic Ocean which joins the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, 607 miles from Quebec, 618 from
the city of New York, and 125 from the seat of
Government of Upper Canada. It has Oxford,
a fine township, twenty-three years settled, on
the East; Westminster, twelve years settled, on
the South ; Delaware, on the South West ; Lobe,
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on the West; and unknown and uncultivated
regions, on the North and North West.

On the 1st of November, 1818, it was entirely

unsettled, and its surface studded with the various
trees which are to be found in Canada. The
Northern branch of the river Thames runs across
its Eastern angle, and the Southern separates it
from Westminster, while a great number of small
rivulets pour their meandering streams through
almost every allotment. The land is considered,
if not superior to every township hitherto opened
for location, at least inferior to none in the whole
Province.
- The township forms a square, and is divided into
sixteen ccncessions, in each of which are 6,400
acres. These concessions are sub-divided into lots
of 200 acres, of which there are thirty-two in each.
Between every two concessions, there are sixty-six
feet set apart for roads, which are called concession
iines. These, together with seven side-roads of
equal width which intersect them at right angles,
and are equi-distant from each other, comprise all
the public roads in a township.

On the 26th of October, my brother and I, with
six men carrying provisions and felling-axes, took
our departure from Westminster, and, having
hired a guide, proceeded into London, to fix
upon the most desirable lot, for the erection of a
house. Twelve hundred acres were assigned to
my father for his own demesne, if I may so call it.
We had therefore a large tract of land to explore,

12 ‘
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before we could decide on the most eligible site.
After spending the greater part of the day m
approving and disapproving of particular lots, we
unanimously determined on making the second lot,
in the sixth concession, the future asylum of our
exiled family. When we had agreed on this point,
our next consideration was, to procure shelter for
the night ; for we were upwards of nine miles from
the abodes of civilized beings, and in the midst of
desolate wilds,

Where beasts with men divided empire claim,
And the brown Indian marks with murd’rous aim.

After walking about for some time, in quest of a
suitable place for making a fire, we discovered an
old Indian wig-wam, deserted by its inhabitants,
In this little hut we resolved to continue during
the night ; and, having a tinder-box, with all the
other necessary materials, we speedily lighted an
excellent fire. After we had taken supper on the
trunk of a tree, we lay down to rest, each rolling
himself up in a blanket, and each in his turn sup-
plying fuel to the fire. Thus did we pass the first
night on our American estate. In the morning,
about sun-rise, we were suddenly awakened by
the howling of a pack of wolves, which were in
full ery after an unfortunate deer. The howl of
these ferocious animals so nearly resembles the cry
of fox-dogs, that, when I awoke and heard it,
I fancied myself in the midst of the sporting
woods of Erin. But the delusion was not of long
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continuance ; for I speedily discovered, that, instead
of being In my native land,

Where the tints of the earth and the hues of the sky,
In colour though varied, in beauty may vie,

I was in the midst of a dreary and unvaried wil-
derness,

Where crouching wolves await their hapless prey,
And savage men, more murd’rous still than they.

To increase our consternation, or, at least, to
direct 1t into another channel, the horses, which
we brought with us to carry our bed-clothes and
provisions, had broken from their tethers during
the night and consumed every ounce of our bread.

Calm is my soul, ner apt to rise in arms,
Except when fast-approaching danger warns ;

and yet I was on this occasion sufficiently pro-
voked, to revenge our loss on the sides of the ill-
natured brutes. We had brought our provender,
with the utmost difficulty, a distance of nearly
twelve miles through woods and swamps: And
then,—to be deprived of it in this way, was too
much for a man of my philosophy to bear without
impatience! We should have been under the dis-
agreeable necessity of dispensing with a breakfast,
if we had not had the consideration to bring some
potatoes with us, which, happily for us, are not
so well-suited to the appetite of an American
horse, ax thev are to the palate of an Irishman:
I3
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For, if this had been the case, we should have
been compelled to stay our hunger, till provisions
could arrive from Westminster.

We continued encamped in the woods from the
26th of October, until the 1st of December. During
this period, we laid the foundation of a house,
forty-six feet long, and twenty-one feet wide ; one
half of which we finished first, for the accommo-
dation of the family, who removed into 1t on the
2d of December,—five months and nineteen days
after our embarkation for America. During the
thirty-five days which we spent in the woods pre-
vious to the arrival of the family, our only lodging
was the miserable wig-wam, which, like ancient
Argos, had an hundred eyes, or rather eye-holes;
through which, when lying awake at night, we
could easily nole every remarkable star that passed
the meridian. Our only bed, all that time, was
composed of a few withered leaves, while

A log contriv’d a double debt to pay,
By night a pillow, and a seat by day.

These are only slight specimens of the hardships,
which must be encountered by those who settle in a
wilderness; and yet, no small degree of fortitude
is requisite, to support the mind of him who is
obliged to submit to them. Itisa grievance of no
inconsiderable magnitude, to be compelled, after a
day of severe labour, to stretch one’s wearv limbs
on the bare ground in the cold month of Novem-
ber, and to be protected from ¢ the fierce North
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wind with his airy forces,” and from the chilling

frost, only by a miserable hut, with a fire sufli-
ciently near it to counteract in some degree their
benumbing effects. But the hope of independence
is sufficient to sustain the mind under privations
still greater than these; and he,—who can bring
himself to think, when lying down to rest on the
bare earth, that the day is not far distant when
he may happily repose on a more inviting couch,
without one anxious thought respecting the
future prospects of himself and his family,—
regards these transient sufferings with a kind of
feeling nearly allied to actual pleasure. He sees
the time fast approaching, when the wilderness
to him shall be ¢ a fruitful field, and the desert
shall blossom as the rose;’—when the produc-
tive soil shall gratefully yield an ample reward to
his toils ;—and when the hardships of his situation
shall, by the blessing of heaven on his exertions,
gradually disappear, and leave him in possession
of health, plenty, and independence. While indulg-
ing in such joyful and ecstatic visions, the wooden
pillow of a new and industrious settler becomes
softer than bolsters of down, and his solitary blan-
ket feels more comfortable than sheets of Holland.



LETTER VII.

VILLAGE OF DUNDAS ~— ANCASTER — GREAT WESTERN ROAD —
TALBOT-STREET — SITUATION OF THE TALBOT SETTLEMENT —
NIAGARA, OR FORT GEORGE, TAKEN BY THE AMERICANS —
RETALIATION OF THE BRITISH—FALLS OF NIAGARA—SUPPOSED
TO BE ONCE AT QUEEN'STOWN—ANECDOTE OF AN INDIAN AND
OF TWO WHITE MEN-~=NOISE OF THE FALLS—CHIPPAWA—LAKE
ERIE, LONG POINT, AND TURKEY POINT — THE BONDEAU =-—
AMENSBURG~—SANDWICH—LAKES S§T. CLAIR, MICHIGAN, HURON,
SUPERIOR, AND LAKE OF THE WOODS.

THE traveller by land from York to Amersburgh,
—which is the most Westerly town in the Upper
Province, and which is distant from York about
326 miles,— meets with few villages, and those
few very inconsiderable in size. Dunpas, fifty
miles from York; A~xcaster, three miles from
Dundas; and Burrorp, twenty-eight miles from
Ancaster, are the only places, which, from the
multitude of their inhabitants, bear the least resem-
blance to villages ; and the whole population of the
three together does not exceed 600 souls. The
road, which nearly all the way preserves a South
Western direction, lies through the richest and most
fertile country in British North America. Thirty
years ago, there was not a single human habitation
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between York and the French settlements on the

Saint Clair, excepting the widely-scattered and
then undisturbed retreats of numerous Indian
tribes, most of whom have since retired to more
remote regions.

About forty miles Westward of Dundas, is the
commencement of a great public road, fifty miles
in length: It is called TarLBor StrEET, and runs
parallel to Lake Erie. This street passes through
that extensive country designated ¢ the Talbot
Settlement,” which comprises an extent of terri-
tory enclosing within its limits about one million
five hundred thousand acres. It is situate be-
tween 42 and 43 degrees North latitude, and
between 80 and 81 degrees West longitude. From
‘Dundas, the road branches off to N lagara, now
called  Fort George,” and runs along the rive:
Niagara to Queenstown, and thence to Fort Erie,
where it terminates. Its whole length is eighty-
six miles.

Nircara, or ForTt GErorce, is situated on the
East side of the river Niagara. It was destroyed
by the Americans in the month of December, 1813.
At that time it consisted of nearly 200 houses, and
" contained upwards of 800 inhabitants. Immedi-
ately after the American army had evacuated the
scene of desolation, the British forces stationed in
that part of the country crossed the lines; and, to
retaliate upon the enemy, demolished a number of
the most flourishing villages on the Western fron-
tiers. Since the destruction of the old town, more
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than 100 houses have been built upon its site, and
it has now 558 inhabitants. Excepting Brockville,”
it is the neatest village in the Province; and, on
account of its healthy situation and proximity to

the falls of Niagara, has become a fashionable place.
of resort, during the Summer months. It contains

a Protestant Episcopal Church, a Presbyterian

Meeting-house, and a Methodist Chapel, with a

Gaol and Court-house. The private houses are all

built of wood, and the principal street is wide and

airy.

Between Fort George and Queenstown, is the
most alluring portion of the Province, thé neigh-
bourhood of Sandwich and Amersburgh excepted ;
and, with this exception, it is the only part which
can, consistently with truth, be said to be much
improved by cultivation, or to exhibit any striking
display of natural scenery. I'ine farms, flourishing
orchards, and comfortable cottages, give it the air
of an European landscape ; and if it were not for:
the rail-fences, which abound in this as well as in
everyother part of the Province,and which make the
country appear naked and impoverished, it might
fanly stand in competition with some of the most
beautiful districts of the British Isles,

Where lawns extend, that scorn the’ Arcadian pride,
And brighter streams than fam’d Hydaspes glide.

QureNsTowN is built at the base of a lofty hill,
and is seven miles from Niagara. It contains
about 60 houses and 300 inhabitants; and has



FALLS OF NIAGARA. 123

a Church and a Court-house, with government-
stores, and stores for the Indian department. On
account of its flat and obscure situation, it has not
by any means an inviting aspect. All merchandize,
designed for the use of the Western country, is
disembarked at this place, and conveved by land
to Fort Erie, where it is again embarked for its
different destinations on the shores of Lakes Erie,
St. Clair, and Superior.

Tue FarLrs oF Niacara are about seven miles
from Queenstown, and are situate on the strait
which unites Lake Erie with Ontario. The feel-
ings produced in the mind, on the first view of
these stupendous cataracts, are such, it is said, as
render it impossible for any man, who is at all
affected with the “itch of scribbling,” to avoid
attempting some description of them : And yet, so
often have they afforded, to those who, like
Dr. Syntax, ¢ travel in search of the Picturesque,”
an opportunity for the display of their descriptive
powers, and so repeatedly have these cataracts
been poured forth to the view of ¢ fire-side travel-
lers” in all the majesty of well-selected language,
that to him who may now or henceforth visit
their resounding solitudes, little more remains
than an opportunity of relating “ a thrice-told
tale.” On this ground, I might and certainly
would decline the attempt, were I not confident,
that no excuse, however plausible, would in your
estimation be sufficient to vindicate an omission
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which, I suppose, you would consider as unpar-
donable.

I first visited these celebrated Falls in the month
of September, a season of the year, which, in
America, is peculiarly pleasant. The violent heats
have then considerably abated ; the Musquito, sati-
ated with human blood, has given rest to his pro-
boscis ; and man, free from the irritating bite of
innumerable tormenting insects, and from the
scorchmg heat of an almost msuppmtable sun,
enjoys an agreeable respite, and ranges through
the country in quiet and comfort. Until I arrived
within a mile of the Falls, the sky was perfectly
clear, the sun shone with his wonted splendour,
and the atmosphere was remarkably dry and uncom-
monly lucid.—But no sooner had I approached
their immediate vicinity, than a sudden and singu-
lar change took place in the whole aspect of
nature : The earth, before parched and immovable,
became damp and tremulous ; and the sky, till then
unsullied by a single cloud, assumed a frowning,
dark, and portentous appearance. The atmo-
sphere, previously dry and rarefied, now presented
a dense and humid visage ; and my fancy, unreined
by my reason, transported me into a world essen-
tially different from that in which a few minutes
before I ¢ lived, and moved, and had my being.”
Still, however, I pursued my course, and at length
gdined the summit of the craggy hills which flank
this noble river. My increased elevation did not
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contribute to dissipate the pre-conceived delusion ;
and I still felt inclined to doubt of my own or of
the world’s identity. Mountains of water belching
forth the most appalling sounds,—globes of foam,
boiling with apparently accelerated rage,—rain-
bows, embracing within their numerous and splen-
did arches a surprising variety of newly-formed,
impending clouds,—rocks fearlessly projecting
over the tumultuous abyss,—and spray-covered
forests, decorated with pearly drops,—now ren-
dered more brilliant than chrystal, by the re-
flected ravs of the setting sun,—and now blown
mto ‘¢ feathery streams” by sudden gusts of the
impetuous wind :—These were some of the most
striking features of the gorgeous scenery by
whica I was surrounded. Long did I luxuriate in
pleasing contemplation,admiring its peculiar gran-
deur ; and still did I find myself lingering with fond
dalliance amidst these stupendous and matchless
displays of creative excellence, until the sun of
heaven, wearied with shedding his effulgent beams
on the Trans-atlantic wilds, had retired in all his
glory from the enchanted scene, ¢ to rove o’er
other lands, and give to other men the kindest
boon of heaven.”

For the first time in my life did I regret the
shortness of a September day. But my regret
soon ceased : For, ere night had completely drawn
her sable mantle across the objects of my admiy
ation, over which I still lingered, a glorious moon,

enshrouded in golden robes of borrowed light, kindly
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lent me the aid of her beauteouslustre, and quickly
diffused through every part of the landscape new
features of loveliness, giving it a characler far
more soft and interesting than that with which
proud day had invested it. The stupendous and
magnificent machinery of nature which had recently
bound me in a state of mental abstraction, was now
divested of many of its peculiar charms. A perfect
calm succeeded: The forests appeared ¢ sunk in
deep repose :”’ The winds had subsided : The green
leaves, no longer agitated by the breeze, ceased
their rustling: Not a cloud floated along the face
of heaven: Every thing around and above, ani-
mate and inanimate, seemed to have sought and

found

Tir'd nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep:

All was still, except the wakeful cataracts, that
roared with their wonted violence, and disturbed
the basin which groaned beneath the undiminished
burden. Never was there a finer contrast, than that
between the noise of the water, and the stillness of
the air ;—the golden effulgence of the rushing flood,
and the impenetrable shades of the surrounding
forests ;—the blackness of the frightful gulf down
which the waves with unabating force are precipi-
tated in crashing confusion, and the light and cheer-
ing face of the spangled heavens over which the cres-
eent moon was sailing with modest pride and con-
soious dignity. Sick and insensible must be the
soul, that could behold with indifference an exhi-
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bition so fine, so varied, so replete with all that is
calculated to please the eye, to arouse the mind,
and, in a word, to raise the whole man above the
.common level of vulgar existence, and make him
sensible that, while he thus contrasts the picturesque
scenery of earth with the inimitable grandeur of
-the heavens, he is standing in the immediate pre-
sence of that Deitv,— who measured the walers
mn the hollow of his hand and meted out the
heavens with a span,”—to whom he is indebted
for all he sees and all he feels,—by whose Almighty
Power and Infinite Wisdom the rivers had their
appointed sources and obtained leave to flow,—and
from whose plastic hands the mountains first

received their appropriate bulk and due conforma-
tion.

I cannot convey to you any idea of the poverty
of language that is felt, when one attempts to
describe such a combination of grand and uncom-
mon objects,—among which is found every thing
essential to constitute the romantic, the terrific,
the picturesque, and the sublime. All that is
« awfully grand, or elegantly little,” here occupies
a prominent station ; and every part is so tastefully
arranged as to make the deepest impression upon
beholders, and to proclaim in language not less
‘loud than ¢ the music of the spheres,”

The hand that made us is Divine.

You are probably aware, that the eircumjacent
country in which Lake Erie lies, is elevated nearly
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300 feet above that which surrounds Ontario. The
extensive slope, or mountain, as it is called, which
divides the lower country from the upper, is, in
many places, nearly perpendicular. It commences
on the Northern side of Liake Ontario, and runs
thence round its Nortk-western point, until it is
intersected by the road which leads from York to
Amersburgh: It afterwards pursues an Eastern
direction, and finally embanks the strait, or river,
of Niagara.

Persons who visit the Falls, generally stop at
an adjacent village, consisting of about a dozen
houses, and two very excellent hotels, in which
as good accommodation may be found as in any
other part of the country. From the balcony of
that which is styled the Niagara Falls® Pavilion,
there is a very fine view of ¢ the Horse-shoe Fall,”
and of the island which bisects the river. From
the same house there is also a difficult foot-path,
which leads down a very steep bank to the edge of
the river,immediately adjoining the place where the
table-rock formerly stood. It must also be recol-
lected, that the river issues from Lake Erie about 20
miles above the Falls, and, until it arrives within
three miles of them, runs with a smooth current
and an undisturbed surface. The bed of the stream
then becomes rocky ; and the water is so violently
agitated by passing down successive rapids, that a
person of the strongest nerve, standing on the
shore, cannot, without difficulty, refrain from
shuddering at the sight. Notwithstanding the
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rapidity of the current, its violence is displayed
only on each side of the river, the middle remain-
ing sufficiently smooth to admit of boats passing
down to the island, that separates the river into
two branches before the waters are dashed down
the precipice which forms the Falls. As the cur-
rent approaches this island, it seems to run with
redoubled velocity : 1t is impossible to conceive
any thing equal to the force and swiftness of its
progress to the ledge of rocks over which it is pro-
pelled, till it impetuously tumbles into the bed of
the river beneath, with a noise louder than that of
thunder. When the waters fall into the deep
basin, they rebound into the air in immense sphe-
rical figures, white as snow, and sparkling as dia-
monds. These figures, after rising and appa-
rently remaining stationary for a moment, explode
at the top and emit columns of spray to an aston-
ishing height. They then subside, and are suc-
ceeded by others which appear and disappear in
the same manner.

- From that part of the table-rock which yet
remains, and the path to which I have already
described, the spectator commands one of the
grandest and most romantic views in nature. The
tremendous rapids above the Falls,—Goat Island
in their midst, covered with trees, each of which
seems at every moment about to be swept away,—
the Horse-shoe Fall immediately below the Table-
Rock,—Fort Schloper Fall, beyond Goat Island,—
and the frightful gulf beneath, boiling with per-

Vor. I K
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petual. rage,+ and shooting upwards immense
volumes of sparkling foam, smoking with the
apparent intensity of furious heat,—are a few of the
great objects which are forced upon his attention.

+ Since this chapter was put to press, I have obtained a copy
of Professor Dwigutr’s Travels, which are just published, and
contain an excellent description of the Falls and their scehery.
The following passage explains very accurately, as well as philo.
sophically, the peculiar sort of ¢ boiling” described in the text:

« You will easily believe, that by the falling of such a mass
of water from such a height, the stream below must be intensely
convulsed. The world, it is presumed, furnishes no example of
similar agitation. The river does not, however, boil, in the com-
mon acceptation of that word, at all. The whole surface, and
probably all beneath it, is a body of foam, differing essentially
from what I have seen produced elsewhere, and much more
strongly indicating the immense force of the current. The bub-
bles, of which it is universally composed, are extremely small;
and appear continually ascending, and spreading on the surface
in millions of irregular circular areas. These are all limited by
lines, formed by chains of the larger bubbles, stretching between
the several areas, so as to mark distinctly the extent of each. The
lines themselves fluctuate unceasingly, and while they continually
change their form, move along the surface, also, in every direc-
tion. Thus the whole river appears in one common convulsion,
as if affected with a deep paralytic tremor, reaching from shoré
to shore, as far down the stream as the eye can trace it, and
app